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“Pervez came

as a soldier,
not President’

Vajpayee reveals at a BJP meet o
why the Indo-Pak talks failed

Shekhar Iyer ' )’
New Delhi, July 28 q/m) \

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bi\ari
Vajpayee today sought to put an
end to the continuing criticism
of the Agra Summit within the
BJP and outside by coming out
with the most candid account
yet of how the talks went.

As a leader, Pervez Mushar-
raf lacked experience of poli-
tics, exposure to international
diplomacy and did not quite
understand the sub-continent’s
history, he said at the BJP con-
clave.

Shortly after this speech, the
BJP National Executive adopt-
ed a resolution virtually ruling
out any summit-level dialogue
if Pakistan doesn’t give up its
“jehadi” agenda.

Speaking after many BJP
leaders had severely criticised
the Government’s handling of
the summit, Vajpayee said
Musharraf came as a solider on
an assignment and not as the
President of Pakistan with a
vision for the future.

Then the damning bit. “I
knew on the first day itself that
the summit will not be success-
ful. He was quite clueless about
our history, politics and rules of
international diplomacy.”

The PM said Musharraf was
not exposed to any internation-

al diplomagy. He had no per-

spective nor any understanding
of Indian politics or political
leaders and about the consen-
sus in the country on Kashmir
as an integral part of India and
Pakistan’s role in cross-border
terrorism.

Vajpayee said Musharraf
was clearly unnerved when he
reminded him of what lies at
the core of the so-called core
issue of Kashmir. “I told him it
is Pakistan’s illegitimate occu-
pation of one-third of Jammu
and Kashmir, which began with
armed invasion by so-called
tribals, along with Pakistani
Army regulars in October
1947.” This apparently left the
General speechless.

Contrary to the impression
in the media, he said Mushar-
raf went back a very disap-
pointed man because there was
no agreement or a joint state-
ment to show Pakistan had
forced India to compromise on
Kashmir.

And the gains, according to
him: India showed to the world
where Pakistan stood on the
issue of terrorism. “We have
gained a deep understanding of
the Pakistan military regime,
which will enable us to develop
a sound strategy for the
future,” the PM said.

On Page 9: Musharraf formally

invites PM for Islamabad suny




/Keep Talking to Pakistan

But Formulate Realistic Strategies

ARRING the views of some

fringe elements, there is una-
nimity in this country on the imper-
ative need to engage Pakistan. This
is also influenced by the fact that In-
dia and its neighbour are nuclear
weapon states with mutual hostility
going back to 1940 when the two-
nation theory was proclaimed in the
Lahore resolution. For any engage-
ment to be fruitful and result-ori-
ented, it should be based on harsh
reality, not sentiment. The talk of
engagement between two countries
arises only when they have or ex-
pect to have long-term unfriendly
relations which need to be im-
proved. Such engagements are,
therefore, necessarily prolonged
processes and cannot lend them-
selves to overnight resolution of
conflicts. Such a strategy of engage-
ment is called for where there is an
acute confidence deficit as in the
case of India and Pakistan, and en-
gagement is necessary to build up
confidence over a period of time.

After dealing with Pakistan in
seven summits, the Lahore declara-
tion was signed. Now we know that
even as he was signing the declara-
tion, the Pakistani prime minister
Nawaz Sharif had initiated the
Kargil aggression. Indian political
leaders, not adequately versed in in-
ternational politics could not be-
lieve that Mr Sharif could have
done that and they defended him,
laying all the blame on general
Musharraf. They had to be remind-
ed that even as Nazi-Soviet pact was
being signed, Hitler had no inten-
tion of abiding by it. When ambassa-
dor Kurusu was negotiating in
Washington in December 1941, the
Japanese imperial navy had set sail
to bomb Pearl Harbour. As Mr
Henry Kissinger was negotiating
peace with his Vietnamese counter-
part, he was urging president Nixon
to intensify. the bombing of
North Vietnam.

These historical developments
teach us that it was totally unrealis-
tic to have expected to sign a joint
declaration or statement with the
Pakistani leadership after a few
hours of talks between the two lead-
ers who were meeting for the first
time after a war which was viewed
as a betrayal by India and by Pak-
istan as a victory snatched away by
the Nawaz Sharif-Clinton parleys.
Was it necessary to have a joint dec-
laration in Agra? There is a wide-
spread but erroneous impression

among leaders of various political-

parties in India that the failure to ar-
rive at a joint declaration was due to
inadequate homework. General

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

Musharraf had clarified that such
homework was superfluous since he
had only a one point agenda — to
extract from India a public recogni-
tion that Kashmir was the core issue
without Pakistan agreeing to ad-
dress India’s core concerns. He had
been hammering it home every day
to Indian, Pakistan and inter-
national mediapersons.

In other instances, when leaders
of nations meet for the first time
they do not always issue a joint dec-
laration or a statement. President
Bush met president Putin in Slove-
nia and both of them treated it as a
‘getting acquainted’ event. They
met again at Genoa and took an im-
portant decision on offensive and
defensive missiles without issuing a
joint declaration. If it is made clear
to Pakistan that there will be no
joint declarations and statements
unless there is a breakthrough,
there will be less temptation for it to
grandstand and convert every Indo-
Pakistan meeting at secretary, min-
isterial and summit level into an
information war battle.
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» Joint declarations with Pakistan
are unrealistic at present

¢ There can be two forms of
engagement with Pakistan
depending on its strategy

¢ Pakistan has built up an
erroneous self-image of itself

The Indian foreign minister as-
serted that Kashmir was the core of
Indianhood. Obviously he meant
that secular India could not permit
Pakistan to claim Kashmir on the
basis of two-nation theory. Un-
doubtedly, that is the national con-
sensus in India. In that case, why
does India fight shy of asserting that
Kashmir is not the core issue but
only a derivative of the Pakistani
two-nation theory — now popularly
known as the clash of civilisations
thesis. If the Pakistanis are serious
about the two-nation theory, then it
will not be possible for the Pakista-
nis, including general Musharraf’s
brother, to accept American citizen-
ship. The Mirpuris in Britain would
be denied, under the two- nation
theory, all benefits of British citizen-
ship and will forever remain aliens.
Pakistan does not accept its own cit-
izens stranded in Bangladesh.

Engagement with Pakistan can
take two alternative routes. If there
is a realistic assessment among the
Indian leadership that general

0%

Musharraf has the potential to lead
Pakistan away from the &bsession
over the two-nation theory and reli-
gious extremism, then the engage-
ment should be through low-key se-
cret diplomacy. His intentions could
be monitored through the level of
terroristic killings in Kashmir. If the
assessment is that he will not be able
to steer Pakistan away from the
two-nation theory obsession, then
the engagement has to be public
and take the form of public diplo-
macy conducted through informa-
tion campaigns to isolate Pakistan
internationally while politically and
diplomatically engaging it.

Identifying Pakistan’s two-nation
theory and its claim to Kashmir with
the clash of civilisations thesis
would help to present the Kashmir
issue in the correct perspective to
the international community and to
expose PakKistan as an ideological
threat to multi-cultural, multi-reli-
gious, multi-ethnic states and unions
like the US, European Union, Rus-
sia and China. Pakistan’s fundamen-
talist jehadi Islam is a threat to mod-
erate Islamic states like Indonesia,
Iran, Turkey, Egypt, Central Asian
Republics, Gulf states and others.
One does not expect the govern-
ment of India to discuss its strategy
in public, as many of our intellectu-
als and mediapersons demand, but
it should formulate a course best
suited to Indian national and securi-
ty interests. In either case, there is
no place for joint statements and
declarations at the end of every
meeting. That expectation, which
still seems to linger in the minds
of the leadership even after
the Agra experience, does not
make sense at all.

As Altaf Gauhar wrote in his
series of articles Four wars and one
assumption, Pakistan continues to
believe India is a soft state which
cannot sustain its unity for long.
Pakistan has built a self-image of it-
self as a state which defeated a su-
perpower (Soviet Union) through

Jjehadi means. They were able to

build their nuclear weapon by out-
witting the international communi-
ty. They have succeeded in project-
ing to their people every defeat as a
victory, the fruits of which were de-
nied to them by others. The basic is-
sue between India and Pakistan is
not cross-border terrorism as the In-
dian prime minister avers or Kash-
mir as general Musharraf holds.
They are only derivatives of the ba-
sic problem — the two-nation theo-
ry and the dream of Pakistanis that
India can be broken up.

— ——



/ POWSs DISCLAIMER

Y M Musharraf's word on test d

HERE should be no surprise at the Interior Ministry in -

Pakistan stating that a week-long search through the re- |

cords did not reveal the names of any Indian prisoners-of-war
in 1971 remaining in jails in that country. That is the position
that Pakistan has consistently taken, one which has rendered

fruitless all Indian initiatives through normal diplomatic cha- |

nnels. Organisations in this country working for the release .

of members of the armed forces, 54 according to an official

account, have long suspected that those men are no longer .
classified as POWs and their names have probably been !
transferred to another list. Showing them as POWs would °

constitute a violation of the relevant Geneva Convention to
which Pakistan is a signatory, and such a violation would
cause that country more than discomfort. The search for
them, i undertaken with any sincerity, would have to be of a
nen-routine nature.

if there was any hope generated by President Musharraf’s
expression of concern — “as a soldier” — on the issue it was
hecanse during his visit to India he repeatedly sent out sig-

nals that he was not the sort to get bogged down by files and :

other bureaucratic paraphernalia. Now his word is on test. If

he does not comply, India will have to tackle the issue |
differently. A good first step would be making public the
information that had led IK Gujral to tell parliament that 54 |

POWs were languishing in jails across the border. The next
would be compiling the material available with the various

arganisations that have been following the matter, and then |

seeking the assistance of international groups working on the
wuman rights front.

/



@/HINDUSTAN TIMES-TNS MODE OPINION POLL DN INDO-PAK SUMMIT
4( People s verdict: Meet
" again, but be careful

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
and Yashwant Raj

New Delhi, July 28

ON’T WORRY about great expec-

tations when India and Pakistan

get together to talk of cabbages

and kings. Media and govern-

ment can beat the drum as hard

as they like — the Indian public knows a

summit between these two rivals will

yield less not more. However, the majority

also believe that despite all this, New Del-
hi and Islamabad need to keep talking.

Hence the seeming contradiction

brought to light by an opinion poll done

by TNS Mode for the Hindustan Times.

Indians are pretty much split in half as to
whether India and Pakistan can ever
resolve their problems. But a solid major-
ity of 63 per cent want the two to keep
talking.

Which is why, after the dust raised from
Agra has settled, most Indians don’t think
that a clear winner emerged from the
summit. And contrary to what the chat-
tering classes may think, they’re also rel-
atively positive about Prime. Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s performance dur-
ing the summit. Vajpayee’s Teflon dhoti
remains in place.

In a poll of 841 respondents from four
metros — Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata and
Mumbai — of different ages, gender and
economic background, a solid 77 per cent
said India did not succeed in Agra. Chen-
nai was the most positive — nearly a third
of respondents there felt India had done
well at Agra. Mumbai was the least with
an 83 per cent negative vote.

But contrary to what many commenta-
tors have said, 71 per cent of all respon-
dents said Agra had also been a failure for
Pakistan — despite talk of Pervez Musha-
rraf having scored heavily in the media
and earned laurels from the right wingers
back home. Indians recognise that peace
is not a zero-sum game.

However,-about a-third of Delhijites felt

Pakistan had won Agra — much more

than in other cities. )

The Indian government can be less
defensive about Agra after this poll. Vaj-
payee received a mild endorsement: 56 per
cent of Indians rated his performance at
Agra as Good or Excellent.

Curiously, Kolkatans gave. the lowest
grades with 63 per cent saying Vajpayee’s
performance was Average or Poor. And in
a straight choice between him and the
General, ©
77 per cent of Indians declared him
the victor of Agra. Delhi was the

WE’LL TALK AGAIN: General Peez Musharraf leaves after the last one-on-one,with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

most sceptical: only two-thirds said Vaj-
payee was the better performer.

But the Prime Minister should be plea-
sed. Despite his Taj Mahal tour, his war-
drobe and his breakfast with the editors,
Indians gave Musharraf a dismal summit
performance with only 31 per cent giving
him Good or Excellent ratings. His scores
were particularly poor with Mumbaikars,
and highest among Delhiites.

And Indians continue to distrust the
General. An HT poll before Agra had said
about two-thirds of Indians didn’t trust
the dictator.

-After Agra, a little more (70 per cent)
believe Musharraf “is insincere about
solving the problems bedeviling the two
countries.

Only Chennai was willing to give him a
chance: 40 per cent of respondents there
thought the Pakistani leader was gen-
uinely interested in peace. )

One surprise for the experts’ ‘brigade
was the public response to the question:
Which country used the media better.
Despite Pakistan’s on-air press confer-
ences, media leaks and breakfast TV
stunts, the overwhelming view (74 per

rd

.

cent) was India had been the media star.
But there were some stark regional
discrepancies here. Delhiites and
Kolkatans joined hands to give India low
ratings. In these two cities, only 67 per
cent and 56 per cent, respectively, said
India won the media battle. Mumbai and
Chennai put the numbers in the high
eighties.

Consider two contrasting stances on
Kashmir. When asked whether India
should discuss Kashmir with Pakistan, 67
per cent of Indians said Yes.

When asked whether India should rec-
ognize Kashmir as the main cause of
bilateral friction between the two coun-
tries, “as demanded by Pakistan”, 61
per cent said No. And to top it off, 76
per cent of all respondents said India
should concede nothing to Pakistan until
Islamabad stopped cross-border terror-
ism.

One interpretation of this is that the
comrmon India understands the difference
between ground realities and tough nego-
tiating positions. In other words, they
know Kashmir is the first and foremo,
reason why the two South Asian

(>

tries don’t get along. However, they don’t
believe India should concede that diplo-

- matically or legally And -it is Pakistan

that needs to establish its peace creden-
tials first — by curbing support for mili-
tancy. )

Geographical distance from Kashmir
seems to have some impact on opinion in
India. By a few points, Delhi was more
inclined to feel India should recognize
that Kashmir is the key. Chennai and
Kolkata, the two cities furthest from the
troubled valley, saw the strongest support
for holding d1scuss1ons on Kashmir with
Bakistan.

These two cities were alsa more willing,
by a few percentage points, to tie every-
thing to an end to cross-border terrorism.
However, there were solid majorities in
every city for the national opinion on all
three points.

As to the future, the city of Mumbai
stood out as the most negative among the
four metropolises. Only 38 per cent of

. Mumbaikars wanted Vajpayee to contin-
ue peace talks with Musharraf — the only
city where supporters for further talks
were a minority. All-India the figure was
63 per cent in favour of continuing peace
talks.

But Mumbaikars were surprisingly
beaten by Kolkatans when it came to the

« more abstract question of whether Indo-
Pakistani problems can ever be resolved.
Only 41 per cent of the Mumbai respon-
dents believed the two countries could
ever come to terms while a mere 37 per
cent of Kolkatans felt the same. Delhi and
Chennai had moderate majorities who
took a more positive point of view. But
this split meant that, all India, the vote
was split in half.

The Indian government may take some

* solace in the fact that most Indians seem
to have taken Agra’s non-summit and
Musharraf’s media antics in their stride.
The Bharatiya Janata Party may have
less to cheer about as the two cities near
their centres of support — Delhi and
Mumbai — seem to take a dimmer view of
Agra, Vajpayee’s performance and Indo-
Pakistani relations in general.

One final note: there remains a consen-
sus on foreign policy, especially when it

" comes to Pakistan, between classes,
genders and, more or less, regions.

The polls showed almost no difference
between rich and poor in their
assessments of Agra and even less
between men and women. When it comes
to their neighbour to the West, Indians

) learnt to not expect too muc

news but accept that some ne
than no news at all.

Pervez invites At al rai

.‘, e

—
.

ses J&K

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, July 28 “({’C\

v
PERVEZ MUSHARRAF'S letter
to Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee inviting him for another
summit in Pakistan has the pre-
dictable Kashmir focus. Natural-
ly, New Delhi is not in a great
hurry to respond. Official sources
today ruled out the possibility of
a return visit by the Indian Pre-
mier in the near future.

Pakistan High Commissipner
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi hamnded
over the President’s official invi-
tation to Foreign Secretary Chok-
ila Iyer last night. Though the
spokesperson of the Indian for-
eign office was tight-lipped about
its contents, sources disclosed it
was “along familiar lines”.
Musharraf referred to the Kash-
mir issue, calling it “the path to
normalisation of relations
between India and Pakistan”.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister -

Abdul Sattar has simultaneously
invited his Indian counterpart,
Jaswant Singh, to Pakistan. On
thlS score too the MEA offered no
indication about the likely dates.
But both invites have been accept-
ed in principle.

acceptance.”

3

) \”T FAROOQ ROOTS FOR AUTONOMY AGAIN

FAROOQ ABDULLAH has ruled out submlssmn of any new pro-
posal on devolution of power to Jammu and Kashmir and said he
would instead pursue the issue of autonomy to the hilt.

He stressed that the Centre would have to concede the autonomy
demands, which were endorsed by the State legislature.

The Chief Minister today said in a radio programme: “We won’t
relent on the issue of autonomy and will continue to press for its

The rejection of the autonomy report without going through it
was not sagacious, he added. Abdullah’s assertions came a day
after Union Home Minister L K Advani rejected any concession
to Jammu and Kashmir on autonomy and said that the Centre
could rather consider some more powers to the State under the
proposition of devolution of powers to the States.

The Chief Minister said his party‘was honor-bound to fight for
“the State’s autonomy as it got the massive mandate in the last
Assembly elections on the issue. Describing the Centre’s readi-
ness to discuss this vital issue as a victory, he said a dialogue with
the people should be initiated-on this.

HTC, Srinagar

The Indian caginess follows
Vajpayee’s unambiguous state-
ment in Parliament on July 24. He
had said India would persist with
its efforts to “convince” Pakistan
that bilateral cooperation should
not be held hostage to the resolu-
tion of its concern on cross-bor-
der terrorism in any document

that future negotiations would try
to conclude. ‘
Musharraf’s letter leaves little
doubt that he is looking for anoth-
er media event. Next time round,
India is likely to insist on official-
level talks ahead of the Summit
for preparing a-structured for-
mat. Jaswant had mentioned the

lack of such preparedness as one
of the reasons for Agra’s failure
to produce a joint statement — an
index of success..

With India insisting on a dis-
cussion on all issues, including
Kashmir, and Pakistan remaining
firm on Kashmir-or-nothing, it’s
anybody’s guess how the next
Summit can be organised.

Agra, to the Indian side, is not
worth emulating because the
unstructured format had given
the Pakistanis the latitude to push
their one-point agenda. A once-
bitten-twice-shy India is expected
to pose serious objection to a
repeat, particularly since the Vaj-
payeesGovernment has come in
for serious criticism from Opposi-

_tion parties for breaking all prece-

dent by agreeing to a dialogue
without a pre-determined agenda.

Musharraf’s letter thanks Vaj-
payee for the “excellent arrange-
ments” during his Indian trip.
Delhi, while emphasising the
need for continued talks, has stat-
ed that the composite agreements
reached in Lahore and Simla, and
not the drafts of Agra, will form
the basis of future summits.

That’s another standoff for
observers./

Clues lead to lover in scribe killing

Soni Sangwan
New Delhi, July 28

MORE THAN two years after the murder of
Indian Expres$s journalist Shivani Bhatnagar,
Delhi Police have been able to crack the mys-
tery. Masterminded by a senior Government
officer, the January 23, 1999, murder was the
second attempt on Shivani’s life. The break-
through tame when police were able to track
down the hired assassins who hdd made an
unsuccessful first attempt on her life.

Through their statements, the police have
been able to piece together the mystery, iden-
tify the real killers, and also link the senior
official to the murder. Two prime suspects
had been Shivani’s husband and the Govern-
ment official. Investigations have also unrav-
elled the close connections between Shivani
and two Union Cabinet Ministers.

The police had been unable to make any

definite moves in the absence of corrobora-
tive evidence. Now with the linking evidence
of the three persons tracked down and the
circumstantial evidence available, the police
are finally in a position to make arrests.

_ The story dates back to the days when Shiv-

ani was covering the PMO. During the course
of her assignments, Shivani developed a
close relaQonshlp with a senior officer at the
PMO. Shivani became pregnant in early 1998
and began pressurising the senior official to
marry her, saying that the child she was car-
rying was his.

The police have, however, not been able to
establish whether this was a fact or a ploy by
Shivani to put pressure on the official. Both
Shivani and the senior officer were married.

Sources said when Shivani continued to
pressure the officer to divorce his wife and

marry her, he became desperate. The officer .

had earlier been posted near Delhi and had

then become friehds with a local resident. He
reportedly approached this man for help in
getting rid of either the girl or the unborn
child. The friend hired three men for the con-
tract killing, and even paid them Rs 20,000.
The three men who have helped the police in
cracking the case had been hired to do the
job. They were, however, unsuccessful and
the child was born in October 1998.

After the birth of the child, the officer met
both the child and Shivani at a hotel in Ghazi-
abad. Soon after, Shivani was murdered.
Between September 1998 and January 1999,
the officer had made 39 STD calls to her from
Mumbai, where he was posted. He also called
her at her parent’s residence 16 times.

Shivani had made 154 STD calls to him at
both his office and residence in Bombay.
Though her husband underwent a polygraph
test, the senior officer managed to evade the
lie detector test on medical grounds.



‘MUSHARRAF SPOKE LIKE AN ARMYMAN AT AGRA’

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JULY 28. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today said there
could be ‘“no meaningful dia-
logue with Pakistan” as long as
the “jehadi mentality” dominat-
ed Pakistan’s establishment even
as the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, blamed the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, for speaking like a
“fauji” (armyman) who had ‘‘not
come to make peace”.

The party said that as Pakistan
continued to adopt a ‘‘negative
posture” the Government should
draw “appropriate conclusions.”
and “plan for the future accord-

ingly”. Adopting a three-page res-
olution on the Agra summit, the
party left no one in doubt that
there could be ‘“‘no compromise”
on “cross-border terrorism” and
“religious extremism,” points
stressed by Mr. Vajpayee and the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, who were both present
during the discussions. The party
spokesperson, Mr. Sunil Shastri,
later made it clear that the BJP
was ‘“‘not in favour of engaging
Pakistan unless it agreed to ad-
dress India’s major concern, ter-
rorism, as a key issue.”

Mr. Vajpayee categorically said
that India had learnt a lot from
the summit. “We met and under-

/ Pak. must drop ‘jehadi
f@\f mentality, says BIP

stood the new Pakistan President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf,” and this
would help “in any future strategy
related to India-Pakistan rela-
tions,” he said. The discussions at
Agra were “frank” and when the
General repeatedly emphasised
Kashmir as the core issue, “on the
very first day, it seemed the sum-
mit would not work,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said.

The party general secretary, Mr.
Narendra Modi, who later briefed
reporters on Mr. Vajpayee’s ad-
dress said the Prime Minister
found Gen. Musharraf to be
“task-oriented” repeatedly bring-
ing up Kashmir as the core issue.
Mr. Vajpayee then reminded him

Will consult allleson PMK: PM

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 28. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Beha-
ri Vajpayee, was today lavish in his praise for the
party president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, on two
counts: he had tried to learn Hindi, and he had given
valuable suggestions for norms for re-entry into the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA).

Talking to reporters outside the venue of the na-
tional executive meeting, the Prime Minister seemed
relaxed till he was asked about the Unit Trust of
India. What his comment was on the allegations that
the former UTI Chairman, Mr. P.S. Subramaniam,
had made investment decisions on the advice of the

Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha? “Do you be-
lieve that man,” Mr. Vajpayee shot back, and then
walked away from the glare of television cameras
and the group of reporters.

But before that he volunteered: “the PMK has not
yet formally joined the NDA”’ and he would be “con-
sulting all parties concerned”.

He was happy with the BJP preSIdent s suggestlon
that norms should be framed for the “re-entry” of
constituents who had earlier left without provoca-
tion for “their own purposes” as Mr. Krishnamurthi
had said yesterday, and were now trying to “re-enter
the NDA” (and bargaining hard for ministerial
berths as well).

that the “core of that core issue”
was in the 1947 October attack on
Kashmir after which Pakistan
continued to “occupy’ one-third
of the State.

The Prime Minister also said it
had become clear at Agra that
Gen. Musharraf “did not want to
go back empty-handed” and as
far as India was concerned, the
summit had sent a strong mess-
age: continued terrorist activities
would not be tolerated and India
had the will and the means to deal

~ with the problem.

“Peace was not a ‘majboori’
(compulsion)” for India but a
“commitment’ as it was ‘‘neces-
sary for fighting poverty in both
the countries.”

There was no doubt at all that
the party fully backed the Prime
Minister’s peace initiative even as
it recorded the violation of diplo-
matic norms by the presidential
guest, and his discourtesy in con-
verting an informal breakfast
meeting with editors into a
“media spectacle” where he
made statements ‘‘unacceptable
to his Indian hosts”. Laying the
blame on Gen. Musharraf for the
failure of the summit, the party
resolution said, “‘he poured cold
water on any prospects of a posi-

tive outcome by his injudicjeus
utterances.”

-
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N India W|II|ng to o
,{accept 29 prisoners

B. Muralidhar Reddy

{SLAMABAD, JuLY 27. New Delhi is
willing to accept 29 of the 31 pris-
oners, claimed by Islamabad as
Indians, as it believes that the two
women among them could be Sri
Lankan citizens.

(The Pakistan Foreign Office
had announced on Thursday that
the Government had decided to
reiease 31 Indian prisoners
lodged in different jails in Balu-
chistan. They were taken into cus-
tody early this year for crossing
over illegally from Iran).

‘“Pakistan Government is right
when it talks about 31 Indian pris-
oners... When Islamabad. allowed
consular access to these prisoners
on May 30, we did establish their
identity as Indians.

But the list we have received to-
day contains names of two wom-
en, perhaps Sri Lankans, who are
married to Indians,” a senior offi-
cial in the Indian High Commns-
sion said.

A diplomat in the High Com-
mission said when an official of
the mission had gone to Quetta in
May after Pakistan agreed to pro-
vide consular access to the pris-
oners, he found 29 of them lodged
in a jail and two others in another
jail. “The list we got today does
not contain the names of the two
Indjan pnsoners lodged in the
Quetta jail”, he said.

The Indian mission is expected
to take up the issue with the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office and is hope-
ful of sorting it out amicably. The
31 prisoners were mostly youth
who travelled as stowaways in

search of greener pastures in the
West. Their tragedy began when
the Greek police caught them.
From Greece, they are believed to
have travelled to Turkey. They
were later sent to Iran. ‘“‘Perhaps
they were pushed into Pakistan”
the officials said.

On the two women, the officials
said “how can we take responsib-
ility for them even assuming they
have married Indians? It would
give room to all sorts of legal and
technical problems.”

In a related development, the
fate of another 51 Indian prison-
ers, reportedly languishing in Pa-
kistani jails even after completing
their terms, continued to hang in
balance as both the countries
traded charges in establishing
their credentials.

The News said in a report today
that the Indian authorities had re-
fused to accept that 51 ‘Indian’
prisoners had been detained at
Kot Lakhpat jail, Lahore, though
they were ready for release.

Clarifying, Indian diplomats
here said they were aware of only
49 Indians in Kot Lakhpat jail and
they fell under different catego-
ries. Of the 49, Pakistan, it was be-
lieved, had refused consular
access to 14. And India was not
convinced of the identity of four
others.

Pakistan wanted to send a few
prisoners without following the
procedures, they said. On the
steps initiated by New Delhi for
the prisoners’ release they said
‘“‘steps are under

active consideration.”
-




Vajpayee denies pressure
to call off VPaklstan visit

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &
AGENCIES

BHUBANESWAR, July 29. -
The Prime Minister today said
he was under “no pressure” to
call off his proposed visit to
Pakistan.

“l do not work under any
pressure,” Mr Vajpayee said at
a Press conference here today
when asked whether NDA
allies had urged him not to visit
Pakistan.

Dispelling notions that he was
under pressure from a section
of his party leaders to cancel
the visit, Mr Vajpayee said he
had “accepted the invitation” of
General Pervez Musharraf.

The date of the visit as well as
the venue of the meeting,
however, had not yet been
decided, he added. The
hardliners within the BJP were
reportedly opposed to Mr
Vajpayee undertaking another
trip to Pakistan.

Farooq slams Pak: Pakistan’s
reluctance to respond posi-
tively to India’s confidence
building measures stemmed

FORMER ARMYMAN PoK PRESIDENT

| ISLAMABAD July 29. ~ The All Jammu and Kashmlr Muslim
Conference today nominated the Pakistani army’s former vice
chief, Major General Sardar Mohammad Anwar Khan, as the
‘\ President of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. He will replace Sar-
| dar Mohammad Ibrahim of the Pakistan People’s Party, who
has completed his tenure. Maj-gen Anwar Khan was retired
from the army last night under an ordinance issued by Gen
| Pervez Musharraf. The ordinance also waived the restriction on
| government servants to accept any political post before two

. years of retirement. —
l ——
from the fear that it would be
exposed in front of its people,
the chief minister of Jammu
and Kashmir, Dr Farooq
Abdullah, said here today, UNI
adds from Srinagar.

“Pakistan’s scare is obvious as
it has been feeding the people
malicious propaganda against
India,” Dr Abdullah said at a
function organised by the J&K
Rural Development Society.
‘Summit our victory’: Union
human resource development
minister Mr. Murli Manohar
Joshi today claimed that
Pakistan had been defeated
diplomatically at the Agra

summit, UNI adds from
Varanasi.

Five Pak intruders killed:
Five Pakistani intruders were
gunned down by the BSF today
when they sneaked into. the
Indian side via Ramgarh, PTI
adds from Jammu.

Call for self-determination:
Islamabad’s ambassador to
Russia Mr Iftikhar Murshed
has called for granting the
Kashmiris the right to self-
determination wunder UN
resolutions and denied his
country was promoting cross-
border terrorism, PTI adds

from Moscow. P



- g
| am under no pressure

to call

A
)A{) By Prafulla Das

BHUBANESWAR, JULY 29. The Pfime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today asserted that he was
not under any pressure to cancel
his proposed visit to Pakistan.
“There is no pressure. I don’t
work under pressure,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said, replying to a query
whether he was under pressure

A

The Prime Mlm;:fig Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, making an aerial survey of

flood-hit are

liance or his own party not to visit
Islamabad on the invitation of the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

“I have accepted the invitation.
However, the date of my visit and
the place of the meeting have not
been decided yet,” the Prime
Minister told presspersons at the

n Orissa on Sunday. — Photo: Partho Sarkar

off Pak® trip: PM

Xfrom the National Democratic Al-

Raj Bhavan here after conducting
an aerial survey of the flood-hit
districts of Orissa.

The Prime Minister assured the
Orissa Government that the Cen-
tre would heed the request of the
State Government to provide ad-
ditional three lakh tonnes of rice
estimated to cost Rs. 210 crores to
undertake Food for Work in the
flood-affected areas and one lakh
additional Indira Awas Yogna
units estimated to cost Rs. 225
crores for rebuilding houses of
those below the poverty line in
the flood-affected areas.

Mr. Vajpayee landed here this
afternoon after an aerial survey of
the flood-hit areas. Later he re-
viewed the situation and the res-
cue and relief operations with the
State Government officials, the
State Governor, Mr.M.M. Rajen-
dran, and the Chief Minister, Mr.
Naveen Patnaik. Mr. Vajpayee
said he would ask the Planning
Commission to consider drawing
up a long-term action plan for
Orissa in view of the frequent nat-
ural calamities affecting develop-
mental works in the State.

More relief under study: Page 13




Pak. to’éxamine CBMs ‘on megjt

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 26. Even as India
officially conveyed the proposals
on Confidence-Building Measures
(CBMs), announced in the run-up
to the Agra summit, Pakistan today
maintained that it would ‘examine
them on merit.’

The Pakistan Foreign Ministry
spokesman told a news conference
here that Islamabad had received
‘a number of proposals on CBMs’
from New Delhi and it was in the
process of examining them. The
announcement is slightly at var-
iance with the earlier stand of Isla-
mabad. When India had unveiled
the CBMs before the summit, Pa-
kistan’s response was that they
should follow, rather than pre-
cede, the summit.

In a press conference a day after
the summit (July 17), the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
had said that no proposals on
CBMs were discussed at the sum-
mit. Three days later, at his tele-
vised news conference, the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, said that resolution of
the Kashmir dispute was the big-
gest CBM.

The variou$ pre-symmit Indian
proposals on'CBMs inchided a dia-

logue among nuclear experts at
the official level; relaxation of visa
and travel regime; fellowships to
Pakistani scholars and a policy on
the release of fishermen who inad-
vertently strayed into territorial
waters.

At the news conference today,
the spokesman did not elaborate
on the Indian proposal to send the

Indians to be freed
By Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 26. Pakistan has
decided to release 31 Indian pris-
oners, including two women, de-
tained in the Quetta jail in
Baluchistan for illegal entry.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman told a news confer-
ence here today that the Govern-
ment had allowed the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad consu-
lar access to the detained youth
on May 30. “We have decided to
repatriate these Indian citizens
and requested the Indian side to
complete the formalities of identi-
fication and arrange for their
travel documents. They would be
set free as soon as the formalities
are completed,” he said.

Director-General of Military Oper-
ations (DGMO) to discuss various
issues related to border manage-
ment.

Enquiries with New Delhi re-
vealed that some of the CBMs, an-
nounced on the eve of the summit,
were conveyed before the summit
and others after the summit, “We
have merely articulated the CBMs
already announced and given it to
Islamabad in the form of formal
proposals,” a senior diplomat said.

Western diplomats based here
see a link in the relatively flexible
attitude adopted by Islamabad on
the CBMs to the coming visit of the
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State,
Ms. Christina Rocca, to Pakistan.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman did not respond to a
question on the Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani’s statement in
Parliament on Wednesday. Asked
if the ‘hardliners’ in India were re-
sponsible for the two countries’
failure to reach an agreement at
Agra, he merely drew attention to
the observations of Gen. Mushar-
raf, who had, in his press confer- _
ence, talked about the ‘hawks’ on
both sides and the need to ignore
them if meaningful progress were
to be made in bilateral ties.

g
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fndla, Pak N -projects

getting foreign aid: CIA

WASHINGTON: India is continu-
ing its nuclear weapons develop-
ment programme and relies on for-
eign assistance for key missile and
dual-use technologies which it gets
from entities in Russia and Western
Europe, the CIA claimed in its
semi-annual report to Congress.

On Pakistan, it said, the country
is moving towards serial produc-
tion of solid-propellant short range
ballistic missiles (SRBM) with
nese entities continuing to assistAts
missile programme.

India, it claimed, continues\té rely
on foreign assistance for key i
and dual-use technologies, where “it
still lacks engineering or production
expertise in ballistic missile devel-
opment.” Entities in Russia and
Western Europe remained primary
conduits of missile-related technol-
ogy transfers during the first half of
2000, it said,adding India is continu-
ing an across-the-board modernisa-
tion of its armed forces through Ad-
vanced Convention Weapons
(ACW), mostly from Russia, al-
though many of its key programmes
have been plagued by delays.

The Russian entities, the report
claimed, continued to supply dur-

ing the period a variety of ballistic
mussile-related goods and technical
know-how to countries like Iran,
India, China and Libya. Russia re-
mains a major supplier of conven-
tional arms and its commitment,
willingness and ability to curb pfo-
liferation-related tg sfers ain

uncertain”, it said. { 81‘1;
Aocordm to the during the

~first half of 2000, Chinese entities

provided s1gmf1cant assistance to
Pakistan’s ballistic missile pro-
gramme enabling the country to
move rapidly towards serial pro-
duction of solid-propellant SRBM:s.
“The impact of North Korea’s assis-
tance throughout the reporting pe-
riod is less clear,” it commented.
Pakistan also continued to ac-
quire nuclear-related and dual-use
equipment and material from vari-
ous sources, principally in Western
Europe. “Islamabad has a well-de-
veloped nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, as evidenced by its first
nuclear weapons tests in May 1998.
Acquisition of nuclear-related
goods from foreign sources will re-
main important if Pakistan chooses
to develop more advanced nucl
weapons,” the report said. ¢y
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all in India’s court,

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 25. The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen today offered to
cease fire in Kashmir if India was
prepared to accept the proposi-
tion of the pro-Pakistan Kashmiri
leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, for
resolution of the Kashmir dispute.

In a press statement here, the
Hizb chief, Syed Salahuddin, said
“the ball is in India’s court. If the
Indian Government is ready to
accept the formula suggested by
Mr. Geelani, we are prepared to
cease fire.”

In his statement on Saturday,

Mr. Geelani had said that if India
was sincere in resolving the Kash-
mir dispute, the Government
should move a resolution in Par-
liament acknowledging Kashmir
as a disputed territory and com-
mit itself for a solution on the ba-
sis of “historical background.”

"~ Syed Salahuddin has supported
Mr. Geelani for two reasons. Both
of them swear by the ideology of
the Jamaat-e- Islami in Pakistan.
More important, Mr. Geelani has
advocated what the Hizb has
been demanding, particularly
since it called off its shortlived
ceasefire in the second week of
August last year.

v gays Salahuddin

By B. Muralidhar Reddy} V%:I‘/\—If India accepts the proposaﬁs/

by Ali Geelani and takes concrete
steps for implementation, then
the Mujahideen would be ready
to stop their armed activities. Mr.
Geelani’s proposals are advisable
and timely,” the Hizb chief said.

The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen de-
scribed Mr. Geelani's statement
as beyond its understanding and
said withdrawal of the Indian
tro: ps from Kashmir was the only
soluidon. The Harkat secretary,
Information, Mr. Amiruddin
Mughal, said the Mujahideen
would not stop operations unless
the Indian troops quit Kashmir.

SPO killed

SRINAGAR, FEB. 25. A Special Police
Officer (SPO) was killed and five
others injured in a militant attack
at Arkhai Mohalla in Doda district
of Jammu region late on Saturday
night while elsewhere in the State,
two people were killed and anoth-
er injured since Saturday evening.

Militants attacked a police sta-
tion at Handwara in north Kash-
mir with automatic weapons and
grenades. Police guards retaliat-
ed, but no casualties were report-
ed. The ultras also fired at a
security force camp in Anantnag.

THE LINDU
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Our patience is
infinite: PM

The Times of India News Servic

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister
told the Lok Sabha on Thursday
that his government had decided
to extend the ceasefire in Jammu
and Kashmir until the end of May.

While expressing the hope that
Pakistan would abjure violence
and take the path of peace through
bilateral talks, he warned, “Let this
opportunity not be missed by all
those that desire peace, for our
patience is not infinite.” The peace
process “is to enable our citizens in
Jammu and Kashmir to live peace-
fully. It is their voice that has to be
heard, not that of the militants or
foreign mercenaries”, he said.

The PM made it clear that the
ceasefire on the border did not
mean that the militants would have
a free run. Stating that he would not
let the peace process “be derailed.
diluted or misused”, he added. “For
such organisations or elements as
have vowed to distupt the peace
ingertd to continue with
the killings of inno-
J&K, my message is

violence
cents j

not
Pak

ivocal and clear. If you inflict
irfury on any Indian citizen in
Jammu and Kashmir or elsewhere,
or commit any act of violence or ter-
rorism, then the security forces have
clear instructions to act decisively
and to defeat such intentions.”
Earlier, Mr Vajpayee quoted the
President’s joint address to the two
Houses of parliament in which Mr
K.R. Narayanan had said that the
government’s peace initiative had
been welcomed by the people of
the state as well as supported by
the international community.
Making an appeal to Pakistan, the
PM said, “It is my hope that
Pakistan will act, even now, and
abjure violence, give up their con-
tinuous hostile propaganda against
India, stop promoting and aiding
cross-border terrorism, take the
path of peace through bilateral
talks as enshrined in the Simla
agreement and the Lahore
Declaration, thus creating a con-
ducive atmosphere so that the
comprehensive dialogue process

ing solution to the problems.;

can be resumed, resulting in a/l%t-

| Q—
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Forces on
alert for

subdued
offensive

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, Feb. 22: It will be
white flag in one hand and gun in
the other.

Away from the limelight of the
Kashmir truce extension, securi-
ty forces have been put on “full
combat preparedness” and asked
to “go after” terrorists in the em-
battled state.

The action plan does not mean
areturn to the “pro-active” days
before the Ramzan ceasefire was
announced last November. But in-
dications are that by February-
end, the Centre is keen to imple-
ment a “short-term” strategy for
the next three months.

The Centre has prepared a
strategy paper which details the
role of security forces during the
ceasefire. The focus will be on con-
tinued anti-infiltration opera-
tions along the Line of Control
(LoC) and the international bor-
der in Jammu and Kashmir as
well as protection of minorities,
remote settlements and vital in-
stallations.

Government sources said the
“predominance” of security forc-
es would be restored to a signi-
ficant extent and they would have
a “greater degree of freedom”.

The home ministry has called
a meeting tomorrow of the opera-
tions group, which will review the

/ Ceasefire extended with patience warning to Pak

Atal gives peace

g ,\ A
FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 22: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
today gave Pakistan and mili-
tants a last chance to talk pe-
ace by extending the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir by th-
ree months but laced his offer
with a stern warning to for-
eign mercenary groups which

have debunked the truce.

“Having examined all aspects
of the guestion in its totality, the
government has decided to
further extend the period tiil the
end of May. Let this opportunity
not be missed by all those that de-
sire peace, for our patience isnot
infinite,” Vajpayee said in the
Lok Sabha.

Shaking an iron fist at Pak-
istan, the Prime Minister asked it
to give up its “continuous hostile
propaganda against India” and
instead create an atmosphere
conducive to talks by ending
terror export.

Pakistan dismissed the cease-
fire as “another attempt tg mis-
lead world opinion”. Spurr‘&d by
US President George W. Bush's

letter to Pervez Musharraf -

yesterday, Islamabad said: “There
must be world pressure on
India to resume dialogue with

0

Pakistan to solve thejsste.

The truce anhouncement
came aday after an all-party meet-
ing endorsed a further extension
of the ceasefire, which came into
effect on November 22 last year.
Foreign minister Jaswant Singh
was prevented from making a
statement in the Rajya Sabha by
members of Left parties and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, who stalled
proceedings protesting against

”

All-Party Hurriyat Conference
chairman Abdul Gani Bhat
today escaped an attempt
on his life during a visit to
Tarzoo in northern Baramulla
district.

“The timely detection of the
bomb tied to my vehicle saved
me and nine others,” Bhat said.
B SeePageb

the government’s bid to sell Balco.
While extending the ceasefire
a third time, the Prime Minister
sent a stern warning to Pakistan-
based militant ouffits that securi-
ty forces would not allow the peo-
ple of the state to be sitting ducks
and would act “decisively” in
tacklingterror. .
. “I'wish to make it abundantly
clear that the peace process is
only for those who wish to benefit

2 three months

from it. We will not let this process
be derailed, diluted or misused.
For such organisations or ele-
ments who have vowed to disrupt
the peace process or intend to con-
tinue with violence and killing of
innocents in Jammu and Kash-
mir, my message is uneguivocal
and clear,” Vajpayee said.

“If you inflict injury onany In-
dian citizen in Jammu and Kash-
mir or elsewhere or commit any
act of violence or terrorism, the
security forces have clear instruc-
tions to act decisively and defeat
such intentions.”

Vajpayee, however, waved the
olive branch at militant organisa-
tions in the Valley and said the
Centre was ready to sit at the table
with groups which “abjure
violence”. The offer is a signal to
the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence that the government is
ready to engage with it in the
peace initiative,

But the Prime Minister
was silent on whether the govern-
ment would allow the Hurriyat
leaders to visit Pakistan to hold
talks with militant leaders across
the border.

The Hurriyat scoffed at the
ceasefire extension, saying the
truce would be of no use unless
concrete steps are taken toresolve
the dispute.

security scenario for the truce pe- |
riod. Senior North Block and in-
telligence officials and the army’s
representatives will attend the
session. So will Kashmir home
secretary C. Phunsong and direc-
tor-general of police A.K. Suri.

Intelligence agencies have
been asked to provide “specific”
and “pin-point” information on
the movement of militants and
their hideouts. The inputs will be
passed on to security forces and
smaller units who would “go aft-
er” the militants. The army and
paramilitary forces have been
told to act fast once they are
tipped off and in tandem with the
police wherever necessary.

“Cordon-and-search” opera-
tions, virtually stopped since the
ceasefire came into effect, will re-
sume in a limited way, but care
will be taken to ensure that com-
mon people are not harassed. “As
far as possible, all precaution will
be taken so that security forces do
not take any harsh measures
while going about performing
counter-insurgency operations,”
a government official said.

Another aspect of the strategy
is a short-term and a long-term
plan to tackle infiltration. The
army has been told to “take all
steps” to prevent violation of the °
LoC and to shoot anyone carrying
weapons.

Sources said infiltration could
have increased because of the
ceasefire. Statistics show that
more civilians have been killed
during the ceasefire while the
number of militant casualties has
come down.

THE TELEGRAF
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“India wants talks

a
>

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. — The
external affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh in the Rajya
Sabha, reiterated India’s com-
mitment to resume the compo-
site dialogue with Pakistan,
which was put in place at In-
dia’s initiative.

Mr Singh said there must be
an appropriate environment for
holding meaningful talks with
Pakistan. Pakistan’s continued
sponsorship of cross-border ter-
rorism in'Jammu and Kashmir
and other parts of India, step-
ped up following its defeat in
Kargil in 1999, has not permit-
ted the creation of such an envi-
ronment.

The government is of the view
that the Simla Agreement and
Lahore Declaration remain as
the cornerstones of Indo-Pak
relations, said Mr Jaswant
Singh.

He also mentioned the sympa-
thetic call made by Pakistan’s

ja said the United States has

N %

chief executive Mr Pervez
Musharraf to Mr Vajpayee af-
ter the Gujarat quake.

Of the permanent members
of the UN Security Council,
Russia and France have con-
sistently supported India’s
candidature for permanent
membership of an expanded
UNSC, said Mr Jaswant
Singh.

The minister quoted a US offi-
cial who had said that India is
a serious and strong contender
of the UNSC because of its size,
role in the world, its economy,
its contribution to UN peace-
keeping.

The Foreign and Common-
wealth Secretary of the UK ex-
pressed the same.

Of the ten current non-perma-
nent members in the UNSC,
three have indicated their sup-
port in favour of India, the min-
ister said.

The minister of state for exter-
nal affairs Mr Ajit Kumar Pan-

ifted several sar?c)tlons im-
osed on India after the Pokh-
ran nuclear tests in 1998
though restrictions continue on
American support to non-
humanitarian lending from in-
ternational institutions.

Mr Panja said the new US
administration was aware of
India’s position that the sanc-
tions were counter-productive
and that they should be lif-
ted.

The new US Secretary of
State, Mr Colin Powell, stated
during the confirmation hear-
ing before the US Senate
Committee on foreign rela-
tions that the new adminis-
tration was engaged in re-
viewing the sanctions cur-
rently in place.

Mr Panja said US President
Mr George Bush has expressed
a desire to foster a stronger
and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries.

On Nepal Mr Panja said ves-

rith Pak: Jaswant

GOVT MAY ALLSW HURRIYAT TEAM TO VISIT PAKISTAN

> STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

| NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. - The decks appear ¢ )
| have been cleared for some Ht_ ear to  whole issue while other: :
visit Pakistan and hold talks T3¢ leaders to  political one. Mr Geelani isoalay for 1o, 25 &
| regime and militant organisati e military ence of Kashmir which ;
| ing the extension of ceasefire fr another th m'l?}?y .
' months. ree ere also seems to be ;
| A consensus seems to have €e d of give-and-take betweerf1 tsﬁgrfefuligdert‘standmg
| three or four Hurriyat leaders fv;g: Pto allow government. If the Hurriyat drops }1@ gnd the
| It may not come through soon, sit Pakistan. ~from their team, they get a chancIeJt r Geelani
| are sent immediately, it would ooouse if they stan and win the support of people " VII{S -
| Delhi is pushing it in a hurriP®3r asif New  The process for issuing passpoprts ltI:) tlélieShPIInm
riyat leaders is expected to start as soon lgs

| ces said. manner, sour-

| Of the five leaders, selected there is a green si

i ’ “th 1 signal. Of the five t R
e All Party bers, except Mirwaiz Umar Farooq o?%ge IXSVIE-

i Hurriyat Conference chief for t visit, Syed Al 1ot &
t Shah Geelani (Jamaat-e-Islan ’ 1 mi Action Committee
' ped from the team. may be drop-  passport. Mr Abdul Gani Lene 5 CLLCES has a
|  Mr Geelani, a pro-Pakistan der. h C.onference was issued one for a sh rte cople’s
| ly been making controversia, etr » has late- his son’s marriage, but it lapsed re0 gerlod for
' the movement being carried Oba eglents on vi Abbas Ansari of the Ithad CEIH;VIy. Mou-
the Hurriyat members. A stP¥ the rest of Shiekh Abdul Aziz of the Peular [o . imeel,
l - P contrast of Mr Geelani also don’t have pass o ague and
ted interests were responsible — e — Wp S
for engineering tpduble in Nep- Zeen two nations,
al and to spojl-the relations be- ~ Panja denied that any files
) e  ud been missing |from the ex.

ternal affairs ministry or ti';;?it
the};e wfgshany lapse ir) the se.
curity of the ministry. . g
- e ' /



ISLAMABAD, FEB, 21. Unlike Track-I,
which has remained closed since
the February 1999 Lahore busride
of the Indian Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Track-II di-
plomacy has proved to be consis-
tent in providing a platform for
experts and intellectuals from
both the countries to exchange
views.

After the Neemrana group that
met here earlier this month, it is
the now turn of retired military
officers from India to come over
on a week-long trip for interac-
tion with their Pakistani counter-
parts.

A group of 21 former Indian
military officers headed by Admi-
ral L. Ramdas would be here from
February 23. The group would
participate in a number of meet-
ings and interactive sessions in
Lahore, Rawalpindi and Islama-
bad.

The visit has been organised by
the India-Pakistan Soldiers’ Ini-
tiative for Peace (IPSIP). A group
of Pakistan military officers were
in India recently on the invitation
extended by the Indian chapter of
the forum.

The hosts have chalked out a
hectic schedule. According to the
coordinator of the visit, Brig.
(Retd.) Rao Abid Hamid, who is
also associated with the Human
Piehte Cnmnission of Pakistan,

dy ralffi(:9
w{ Track-ll

rik-I-Istaglal Chief, Air Marshal
(retd.} Asghar Khan.

On February 28 the delegation
is to take part in a discussion on
‘Impediments in Pakistan-India
Relations’. They are also expected
to attend a meeting of the Pakis-
tan-India Forum for Peace and
Democracy and Pakistan Peace
Coalition in Islamabad.

Track-1I1 too

Ms. Tara Bhattacharjee, grand-
daughter of Mahatma Gandhi, is
another Indian personality cur-
rently on a visit to Pakistan. She is
associated with non-governmen-
tal organisations engaged in pro-
motion of handicrafts and has

come here essentially for an inter- |

action with the common people.

Her visit could be bracketed in the |

category of ‘Track-1II', people-to- .

people contacts.
Organisers of the Pakistan-In-

dia People's Forum for Peace and

Development, who had organised
a face-to-face with Ms. Bhattarjee

on Tuesday, experienced some ;
anxious moments as a section of :
the gathering sought to convert it

into a official meeting between

India and Pakistan to settle the |

Kashmir dispute.

What must have added to the -

discomfiture of the organisers is

the presence of the Indian High

Commissioner here, Mr. Vijay K.
Nambiar, on the dajs along witt
the chief enore *- 0 T
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Ceasefire in J&K extended

. Gons
By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, FEB. 21 The Vajpayee
Government today decided, as ex-
pected, to extend the current cea-
sefire in Jammu and Kashmir, but
the formal announcement of the
duration, the nature of the exten-
sion and other details would be
announced by the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in
Parliament tomorrow. However,
it is believed that the decision is
to extend the ceasefire for three
months. f) <

A

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security this evening. Be-
sides the Prime Minister, the
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the
Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sinha, the National Security Ad-
viser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the
Chief of the Army Staff, General S.
Padmanabhan, and various se-
nior officials, associated with se-
curity agencies, were present.

After the 80-minute meeting, all
that Mr. Advani would say was
that the CCS reviewed the situa-
tion in the State in “all its as-
pects.” The details of the decision
would be first announced in Par-
liament, he added.

However, it is also learnt that
the CCS has decided that notwith-
standing the extension of cease-
fire, the security forces would be
at liberty to carry out “search and
seizure’’ operations, if need be;
also, the security forces would be
free to conduct targetted attacks

Tl{e Prm Minister, Mr. ‘Atal Behari ajpéyee, af the kall-pay etmg o t xtension of the

i

ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir, in New Delhi on Wednesday. The others in the picture are from
left Dr. Manmohan Singh, Ms. Sonia Gandhi (Congress), and Union Ministers Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
Mr. L. K. Advani and Mr. George Fernandes. — Photo: V. Sudershan

ly and violently refused to reci-
procate the Vajpayee
Government’s unilateral cease-
fire. Also, the security forces
would be free to retaliate against
any militant group that targets the
civilian population.

Endless debate

The aptions before the Govern-
ment had been debated in the last
few days almost endlessly, and
the positions taken by the various
members of the CCS was also well
known.

Officials had been at pains to
point out that it would be wrong
to suggest that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment was divided; different
assessments about the pluses and
minuses of extension or non-ex-
tension of cease- fire did not
mean irreconcilable divisions.

THE HINDY

The differences have quite a bit to
do with the assessment about Pa-
kistan’s sincerity in the peace
process.

In this context, a major input
before the CCS participants has
become the steps taken in by the
military regime in Islamabad to
rein in some of the jehadi groups.

By and large, the initiative for
the peace-strategy originated,
and has been sustained by the
Prime Minister and his senior
aides, and to that extent “the cea-
sefire” remains ‘“Mr. Vajpayee’s
baby”’.

Mr. Advani and Mr. Fernandes
were sceptical while Mr. Singh
was more enthusiastic about the
extension, and Mr. Sinha tried to
gauge the Prime Minister's mood
before taking a position. The Ar-
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my had been a vocal advocate of
the peace strategy.

‘Meaningless exercise’
B. Muralidhar Reddy reports from
Islamabad

Pakistan has denounced the ex-
tension of the ceasefire beyond
February 26 as a ‘meaningless ex-
ercise aimed at misleading the in-
ternational community’.

A Pakistan Foreign Office spo-
kesperson repeated what the mil-
itary establishment had been

saying ever since the ceasefire

was extended for the second time
in January 20. The military Gov-
ernment’s contention was that
“Delhi to respond
ber 2 formulation
continuing of reign of
and repression’ in Kashmir

reduced th/ece(seﬁre to a
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~ VISITED Pakistan late January
- lasttoparticipate inaconference

in which the Islamabad Policy
- Research Institute and the Dethi
Policy Group on Nuclear Risk Reduc-
tion participated. Two events occurred
during the visit highlighting the contrast
between the Indian and Pakistani ap-
proaches.India extended the cease-fire
for asecond time. The apexbody of the
it stating that Jehad' is the only way to
resolve the Kashmir problem. ‘
The Indian delegation had a meet-
ingwith the foreign minister of Pakistan,
Abdus Sattar, and the foreign secretary,
Inamul Hag. It was preceded by an
hour-long briefing by the additional sec-
retary in-charge of multilateral affairs of
Pakistan’s foreign office, Riaz Hussain.
Hussain emphasised that efforts at
- mutual restraint are rooted in the re-
moval of the basic cause of tension,
namely the Kashmir issue. He stressed
that nuclear risk reduction cannot be con~
sidered in isolation as a sepatate issue af-
fecting regional security. When the In-
dian side pointed out that the rise of
, nuclear confrontation is a more danger-

- ous phenomenon than Pakistan viewing

| the Kashmir issue as a temitorial dispute,
Hussain indulged in a colowrful simile.
He said both India and Pakistan know
1 that the water in the well of mutual peace
isdirty andpoisoned. Just drawing out the
dirtywaterwill not result in the well being
| cleanedbecause there isadead doginthe
well. The dead dog is the Kashmir dis-
pute. Unless we take out the dead dog
and dispose of it, we cannot hope for fresh
waterinthe well.

The Indian side could have re-
sponded to this bizarre simile by pointing
out that it is Pakistan which killed the
dog and put it in the well, when it in-
vaded Kashmir in 1948. But we did not,
because the argument would not have
led anywhere. A political point made in

thisbriefing was that Pakistan considers

- nuclear risk reduction intrinsically
| Iinked with its-views on Kashmir and
thus an affirmation that Pakistan’s nu-

clea:weapomsauon inone dxmensmms
an instrumentality to further its Kash-
mir policies.”

'The Indianside presented structured
andwritten paperson three aspects of nu-
clear risk reduction; one on the political

‘and strategic context in which Indo-Pak-

istan confidence-building measures have
evolved since 1989. The second paper

was on possible technical proposals and
‘measures which both sides

could adopt to reduce the
prospects of nuclear con-
frontation or accidentalnu-
clear conflict. The third pa-
per was on whether the
contradictionsbetweenthe %
Indian nuclear doctrine
and the Pakistani nuclear
doctrine could be recon-
ciled, given the Pakistani
doctrine of retaining the

J.N.;DIXITV

slrikemayobhmteh\dla scapacityfora
second nuclear strike. Alternatively, In-
dia’s no-first-use approach is a public re-
lations exercise and in a conflict situation
what is there to prevent India from in-
dulging infirst strike? ‘

The meetings at the other academic

institutes were even more revealing, In
discussions on developments in
Afghanistan and its fallout on the In-

dian suboontinent and Cen- -

tral Asia, Pakistani acade-
mics justified Taliban’s
policies and objectives.
. The Indian apprehension
about Thliban exportingor
conniving at cross-border
terrorism in J&K and in
the Central Asian Re-
publics was rejected with
the assertion that Taliban
was not involved in such

The views expressed by the Pakistani
academics left one wondering about the vigour
of conviction of orthodoxy whigh influenced

their thought processes

option of first strike and the Indian doc-
trine of nofirst-use of its nuclear
weapons. The Indian presentations fo-
cussed on thisspecificissue.

The' Pakistani delegation, in ‘con-
trast, did not present any written paper.
While the Indian approach was techni-
cal and focussed, the Pakistani presen-
tation consisted of broader political per-
spectives from Pakistan’s point of view. It
was interesting to note that in these in-
tellectual exchanges the Pakistani side
reflected the approach outlined tous in
the foreign office briefing. They empha-
sised with greater vigour that nuclear
risk reduction is dependent on and in-
trinsically linked with Kashmnir.

The Pakistan defegation emphasised
that India’s no-first-use doctrine and its
abjuring the option of the first strike have
no meaning because a Pakistani first

NDIAN &

activities. It was a flat denial. As far as

”lhhbansextremlstdom&shcpohmcsls‘

concerned, the Pakistani view was that
external criticismwas misinformed and
wasbasedondehberahemmepresenta-
tions. That such views were expressed

by Pakistani academics who have had”

exposure to foreign universities and me-
dia, left one wondering about the vigour
of conviction of the orthodoxy that in-
fluenced their thought processes.

The Pakistani academia at the
strategicinstitute proceeded to argue at
great length that the world at large and
India in particular is deliberately la-
belling the intensively spiritual and reli-
gious phenomenon of Jehad’ to malign
Pakistan. This argument was further ex-
pandedwith the assertion that the inter-
national community led by the US is de-
liberate in its oppaosition to the rise of

XPRESS
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Reflections on Pakistan revisited

n involuted mindset

pan Islamncmcwments and Islamicre-
ligious resurgence in the world. Indian
advocacies that Jehad in the religious
sense is different from militant sepa-
ratist terrorism and violence was polem-

rejected.

‘When these discussions meandered
into the ups and downs of Indo-Pak-
istan relations, the Director of the Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies justified the
Pakistarii intrusion into Kargil in 1999,

, statmgthatlmhashonﬂdevaluatemem-
" trusion in contextual terms because

Pakistani moves in Kargil were justified

. asaretaliation to India’sviclation of the

Line of Control at Siachen in 1984. An
additional point was made that Pakistan
would not have withdrawn from Kargil
but for the US pressure. -

‘The comparative analysis of the ex-
perience in nation-building and build-

: mgofmuumonsofstateattheforexgn

service academy was remarkable be-
cause the Pakistani participants ques-

 tioned the credibility of India’s democ-

racy and India’s secularism citing the

contradictions of Indian civil society in

terms of treatment of minorities, the
caste system, the fragmentation of polit-

. ical partiés, the rise of Hindu religious

extrenaism in India etc. In contrast, dis-
cussions with Fofeign Minister Abdus
Sattar antl his colleagues were of com-
parative relief to the Indian delegation.
Sattar affirmed Pakistan’s desire to re-
store a dialogue with India.

* The overall impression one came

away with can be summed up as fol-
lows: There is no intense anxiety
among the Pakistan elite to restore
democracy. There seems to be a wide-
spread beliefin these circles that Indiais
getting exhausted in Kashmir and that it

will not be able to hold on to Kashmir |

|

for long and, therefore, political and :

militant pressure should be continued
on India. While there is an awareness

about dangers of nuclear confronta-

tion, there is a paralle! feeling that
threat of such confrontation
come an incremental pressure gh India
on the Kashmir issue.

)
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NEW DELHi 20 FEBRUARY

ESPITE GROWING
attacks on civilians by
Pakistan-sponsored mili-
tant outfits and a perceptible
meltdown of goodwill for the
peace initiative in the border
state, the prime ministerial
establishment has almost made
up its mind to extend the cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir.
The meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)

1 will be preceded by a meeting of

the NDA. The exercise is aimed
at securing the endorsement of
the allies for the government'’s
moves. Sources in the govern-
ment said the ceasefire state-
ment will highlight that action
against militant outfits in
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] yextend J&K

In the event of Ythe Prime

Minister extending the cease- :
fire, he will be conclusively i
rejecting his party, the BIP’s, !
demand for a relook at the

ceasefire initiative. The “strate-
gic thinkers” in the Vajpayee
establishment are of the view
that the recent happenings in
the Valley — spiralling of vio-
lence and the heightened unrest
against the state administration
and the security forces —
should not be allowed to distract
New Delhi from the peace ini-

tiative. According to them, the :
diplomatic cost far outweighed !

political cost,

Although these familiar :
arguments bave so far not :
resulted in any tangible benefits :
and the Pakistani establishment !
has made little effort to rein in
the jehadi elements, the strate- :
gists of the PMO are still hope- |
ful that the ceasefire gamble :

: i night, while Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party (JKDFP)

will pay off.:

These voices in the govern- |
ment have been successful in :
drowning even genuine doubts i
among the security agencies i Ahmad Mir and Ghulam Mohammad Hubby of People’s Conference,
about the efficacy of the exer- !
cise. According to the security !
agencies, including the Jammu i
and Kashmir police, the cease- i Chairman Abdul Gani Bhat and his predecessor Syed Ali Shah
fire has been helping Pakistan to
repair its border roads and i
bunkers and aid the militant ele- |
ments to get a toehold in various |
i Hurriyat sources said.

parts of the state.

The Zconomic 7 liie,
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Back 10 NORMAL: Traders resume business after the five-day
curfew was lifted in Srinagar on Tuesday. — AFP

Hurriyat, JKDFP leaders released

Srinagar
20 FEBRUARY
IVE TOP Hurriyat Conference leaders, detained and placed under
house arrest over the weekend, were released late on Monday

chief Shabir Ahmad Shah and his six colleagues, arrested for violat-
ing curfew restriction on Saturday, were let off on Friday.
JKLF chairman Mohammad Yaseen Malik, his deputy Javid

detained on Sunday, were released from Kothibagh Police Station on
Monday night, official sources said.
They said restrictions imposed on the movement of Hurriyat

Geelani were also lifted late on Monday night. The two leaders were
placed under house arrest on Saturday evening.

All the Hurriyat leaders left for Haigam and Sonawari to express
condolences to the family members of those killed in Haigam firing,

~
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HERE IS talk of whether the cea-

sefire in Jammu and Kashmir

should be extended once again.

Some good reasons can be always
be advanced for terminating it. There are
however stronger reasons and greater
benefits to be had from continuing with
it. It has been arguably the most original
among the many initiatives by the BJP-
led Government in New Delhi on Jammu
and Kashmir. It is also part of a larger and
well-thought-out plan to provide the
needed assurance from New Delhi of its
commitment to a peace process in the
troubled State. Unfortunately, the focus
has been allowed to remain on the cease-
fire as a product rather than on the proc-
ess of bringing about a change in the
people’s outlook in the State. The cease-
fire is in the risk of being made into an
issue in itself, instead of remaining an in-
strument to energise the momentum for
peace. What is needed now is boldness in
building the peace constituency in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The two ceasefires from Ramzan have
demonstrated new facets of the Jammu
and Kashmir situation that had been
pushed out of reckoning by the mainly
foreign-led militancy. The people’s voice
and their need had gone out of consid-
eration in the Government's overwhelm-
ing preoccupation with defensive and
offensive security operations. The peo-
ple’s need for respite from a decade-long
security-driven existence had been for-
gotten. Those who clamour for an end to
the ceasefire are the segments in the gov-
erning circles whose arbitrary role in se-
curity management is circumscribed by
the ceasefire. The recent attack on the po-
lice control room would have occurred
even without a ceasefire. It was a conse-
quence of a failure of the intelligence net-
work of the Government in Srinagar. It
was also in large measure due to laxity
and carelessness in the security measures
which allowed the militants to get into
the control room. If the militant attack at
the gates of the Srinagar airport could be
anticipated and foiled,he one at police
control room shoulg/have been foreseen.
If it could not be #fiticipated, the security
drills and progedures at the control room

eed for a

nger ceasefir

By V. R. Raghavan
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A three-month extension of the ceasefire in Jamm
and Kashmir will achieve India’s larger interests
better than a monthly dose of scepticism.

should have met the requirements. In the
event, the militants were killed, even as
the police team in the control room took
some casualties. That applies equally to
the reprehensible killings of the Sikhs.
That is hardly reason to demand that the
ceasefire be called off.

The impact of ceasefire needs to be
judged in the larger context of the need to
create conditions for a wide-ranging in-
volvement of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir in the peace process. The proc-
ess is currently dominated by the pos-
tures being adopted by three elements.
The first is Dr. Farooq Abdullah's Govern-
ment which views the ceasefite in the
narrow sense of not having alibis for se-
curity failures of the kind mentioned
above. The ceasefire cannot be allowed to
become an alibi for failures of effective
governance. The second element is the
Hurriyat Conference, which is itself trying
to cope with the fallout of the ceasefire. It
is under pressure from the people who
seek constructive action to bring peace
first, rather than a solution to the status of
the State. The third element are the Pakis-
tan- based militants who refuse to accept
the ceasefire. They find the positive pub-
lic upsurge consequent to the ceasefire
detrimental to their agenda of involving
Pakistan in the matter. On the political
front, the Hurriyat is unable to decide
who amongst its hierarchy should pro-
ceed to Pakistan. The recent demand to
replace the hardliner, Mr. Geelani, in the
Hurriyat establishment with someone
else is a consequence of the ceasefire. The
burden of demonstrating flexibility in the
light of the ceasefire is now being felt by
the Hurriyat.

When this writer was in Islamabad in
January, the militant organisations there
were talked to by Pakistan’s Home Minis-
ter. He tried to advise them against bear-
ing arms in public and was nearly
shouted down. Recently he has gone on
record that the Government will act firm-

ly if they continue to carry arms in contra-
vention of the law. This is admittedly a
tentative but a first step towards demon-
strating a measure of confidence in deal-
ing with the militant organisations which
dominate the public scene in Pakistan. It
is yet nowhere near what New Delhi has
rightly asked the Musharraf Government
to do, to prove its credentials for a dia-
logue on Jammu and Kashmir. Yet, this
development is not unconnected with the
ceasefire. India’s ceasefire is a political
initiative to build a peace constituency on
Jammu and , Kashmir. Pakistan’s re-
sponses have entirely been in military
terms. It offered to exercise maximum re-
straint on the Line of Actual Control and
it offered to pull back some forces from it.
Pakistan is under pressure to demon-
strate the will to take political initiatives
on Kashmir. That can only be in its ability
to control the militant organisations op-
erating from its soil. As is well known,
General Musharraf’s ability to come tor-
ward with peace initiatives rests largely
on the consensus he can build among his
Corps Commanders. The ceasefire, and
the positive international response (o it
has a bearing on that.

The Hurriyat's visit to Pakistan will be-
fore long come into some prominence. It
would be counter-productive to link the
ceasefire to the Hurriyat's actions or
needs. The ceasefire is a definitive mea-
sure brought into effect by the Govern-
ment on considerations of its policy
needs. It has involved the people in the
peace process, for the first time in ycars.
It has forced the Hurriyat, the militants
and Pakistan to respond. [t has built a
consensus on working the Jammu and
Kashmir issue by creating a political envi-
ronment which is free from terrorist vio-
lence. There is progress in that intended
direction. In fact, more has happened
since the ceasefire than in a very long
while before it. The Government's cease-
fire policy cannot be driven by bomb

blasts or attacks on security forces. At-
tacks on innocent citizens or on commu-
nal lines by the militants increasingly
show them up to be against the people’s
interests and against peace. Militant or-
ganisations can do no more than carry
out such attacks with or without a cease-
fire.

The Government is placing itself under
avoidable pressure by extending the cea-
sefire one month at a time. {t comes un-
der avoidable pressure every three weeks
on the question of extending it. The ex-
tension also gets linked to every militant
action in the weeks before the extension,
which gives the militants an advantage
they do not deserve. The linkage of the
ceasefire to Pakistan’s or the militants’
actions needs to be avoided. 1t can be
best done by demonstrating that cease-
fire is a policy instrument on which New
Delhi retains exclusive control. Interna-
tional responses to Indian initiatives on
Jammu and Kashmir have been positive.
They would, however, depend largely in
the future on the posture the Bush ad-
ministration takes in the weeks and
months to come. Washington has taken a
stand on the killing and counter-killing
between lsrael and the Palestinians. The
outlook on Jammu and Kashmir will also
become clear before long. While there is
unlikely to be a major change in U.S. pol-
icy, Indian actions will play a part in that
outcome. These factors should also influ-
ence the decision about extending the
ceasefire.

The ceasefire is proving a success over
a range of developments connected with
Jammu and Kashmir. [t has brought
about a set of responses in domestic and
external terms which are to India’s ad-
vantage. 1t would, therefore, be useful to
invest in the ceasefire on a long term ba-
sis. The Government can free itself of the
burden of responding to the needs of ex-
tending the ceasefire every month. All
that is needed is to be bold on a coura-
geous set of actions alveady taken. India’s
interests can only be better served by a
longer ceasefire. A three-month exten-,
sion of the ceasefire would achieve thos
larger interests better than a n
dose of scepticism.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH}, FEB. 20. India today protested the intru-
sion of its airspace by two Pakistani reconnaissance
aircraft while the Foreign Office indicated that a for-
mal complaint would soon be Jodged at the diplo-
matic level. “Pakistan’s claim is totally baseless as its
aircraft strayed across the Line of Control,” said a
Foreign Office spokesperson. The formal protest
could be lodged either by summoning the Pakistani
High Commissioner to the Foreign Office here, or by
his Indian counterpart in Islamabad, he added.

The Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, is
scheduled to make a statement in Parliament on the
intrusion of Indian air space in the sensitive
Chhamb sector of Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. Fer-
nandes avoided reacting to queries from newsmen
after Parliament had adjourned in memory of the
CP1 leader, Mr. Indrajit Gupta.

The Defence Minister reasoned that he would pre-
fer making a formal statement in Parliament and
replying to clarifications in the Rajya Sabha if the
need arose.

otests intrusion

aircraft

Meanwhile, Defence Ministry sources said a rou-
tine protest was lodged on behalf of the armed
forces, by the sector commander of the Chhamb
area, with his counterpart in the Pakistan Rangers.

‘Plane was not hit’

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 20. Pakistan today reiterated its
claim that there was no intrusion by its aircraft into
Indian territory on Monday and refuted New Delhi’s
charge that the aircraft were forced to return to Pa-
kistan airspace after Indian troops fired at them in
the Chhamb sector of Kashmir.

A Foreign Office spokesman reiterated said the
two single-engine planes, on a routine training mis-
sion, were well within -Pakistani territory. “We
checked with our radar section and found the air-
craft were within Pakistani territory.

The statement of Indian military authorities t
one of the aircraft was hit by fire from the
ground troops is not correct,” he said.

ian
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-7 Pak planes violate

Indian airspace +7

HT Correspondent

Jammu, February 19 » )\ \,/
[ 4

TWO PAKISTANI militax}pplanes
today violated Indian airdpace in
the Chamb sector along the line of
control (LoC), provoking Indian
ground troops to open fire.

One of the planes, an air obser-

vation fixed-wing aircraft
'‘Mushaq', was reportedly hit and
fell in Pakistani territory.

However, the Army did not con-
firm this. There were two intru-
sions. The first took place at 2.05
pm and the other at 2.20 pm. It was
during the second intrusion that
the Indian ground troops opened
fire, forcing the Pakistani planes to
retreat, sources said.

India will lodge a protest with
Pakistan over the air space intru-
sion. "This is a clear violation of

our airspace,” the sources said.
Since the origin of the Pakistani
planes has been traced to the
Muralla base, about eight km from
the LoC, Army sources said it
appeared to be a deliberate
attempt by the Pakistan Army to
cause tension along the border.
This is the first known Indian air-
space violation by a Pakistani mili-
tary aircraft in over a year. Indian
Air Force jets had shot down a
Pakistani Navy reconnaissance air-
craft, the Atlantique, in the Kutch
sector of Gujarat shortly after the
1999 Kargil conflict. The entire 16-
member crew was killed. The
Mushaq is a reconnaissance air-
craft that is used by the Pakistan
Army to direct artillery fire.
Pakistani troops opened fire on
Indian positions in the Rajouri se
tor on Sunday night. '

« o L oo
Decision on J&K
truce tomorrow

New Delhi, February 19

A CRUCIAL meeting of Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
affairs, which was put off on
Sunday at the last minute, is likely
to be held on Wednesday to
decide whether to extend the
cease-fire in Jammu and Kashmir
beyond the February 26 deadline,
official sources said.

The meeting, which will
be chaired by Prime Minister
Atal Biharii Vajpayee, will

take into account the recent ter-
rorist killings of innocent people
in the state while taking a decision
on this sensitive issue, sources
said.

It is expected to be attended by
Home Minister L K Advani,
Defence Minister George Ferna-
ndes, External Affairs Minister
Jagwant Singh, Finance Minister
ashwant Sinha and Brajesh
Mishra among others.

(PTI)



_~Gne may have been hit

Pak planes
chased out
,after LoC
iolation

/]

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

,NEW.DELHI, Feb. 19. —-Twe-

' Pakistani army planes today
crossed the Line of Control in

| the Chhamb sector of Jammu & -
. Kashmir, They were engaged by
Indian treops with ground fire

and chased away., One of the
planes appeared to have been
hit, defence sources here said.
. The two Mushaq fixed-wing
aircraft (the Army. stressed
that they were not unmanned
' aerial vehicles) were spotted by
the troops.on the Indian side of
LoC around: 2.15 p.m. They
i were flying low and the troops
' engaged them with medium
machine guns, forcing them to

return across the LoC. Chhamb.

i about 70 km from Jammu.
The aircraft, apparently hit
by the ground fire, may have
crashed or force-landed, ac-
cording to information availa-

' ble here. Search parties had
| been sent out to check if the

| plane, or possibly its wreckage,
. had fallen on the Indian side.

! It was, however, more likely
| that ‘the plane would have
| crossed the LoC before going
| down (if indeed it did go down),
| defence sources said, pointing
out that the two planes did turn
away towards their side of the
LoC after coming under fire.

The Army said it would lodge
a protest against the intrusion
into Indian air space with its
Pakistani coufiterpart through
military charmels.

Since the Mushaq is a slow-
speed, low-flying, piston-engine
aeroplané which can serve as
an observation platform, the
two aircraft are suspected to
have been on a reconnaissance
mission, .

! .

PTIN

u !
!

However, the Mushags are al- |

. 50 used as basic trainers, angd it |
is-peassible that they were on a |

training sortie
across the LoC. ,
. This is the first reported vio- |
lation of Indian air space by
Pakistani military aircraft
since the Ramzan ceasefire in |
Jammu & Kashmir to which
Pakistan had responded by
asking its troops on the LoC to
exercise “maximum restraint.”

There has been no other “unu-
sual” air activity in the vicinig/
of the frontier after this -
noon’s incident, the defence
sources said. -

India and Pakistan have a for-
mal agreement .by which they
inform each other when their
military aircraft operate close to
the frontier. There are restric-
tions on how close to the frontier
they can fly in the absence of
such prior information. The de-
fence sources said no such infor-
mation had been conveyed

and strayed

_about this afternoon’s flights.

A few months after the Kargil
conflict, an Atlantique mari-
time reconnaissance aircaft of
the Pakistan navy had been
shot down by IAF fighters after
it violated Indian air space in
the Kutch sector. While India
maintained that the Atlantique
had been on a “military mis-
sion,” Pakistan had insisted
that it was on a training sortie.
- Pakistan had, unsuccessfully,
sought to secure compensation
from India by raising the mat-
ter at the International Court
of Justice at the Hague.

While defence sources did not
deem the incident a “major” one
from the military angle, yet
other Indo-Pak row could efm-
plicate the situation.




", Pak. planes violate

|

Y( ” oo m
') airspace,
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 19. India today repulsed an intrusion
by two Pakistani aircraft in the Chhamb sector,
north-west of Jammu. Two Mushaq aircraft, which
double up for Pakistan as trainers and platforms for
directing artillery fire, carried out the intrusion.
The Indian Army retaliated by firing at the intrud-
ers. One of the planes, flying at an estimated height
of 300 ft, was apparently hit and a search has been

. launched to salvage any possible wreckage. The

other plane sneaked back into Pakistani air space.A
protest has been lodged with Pakistan.

The intrusion might not have been accidental,
sources said. The planes first crossed the Munwar
Tavi river and then the Marla Head Works on the
Chenab river. They are both clearly visible from air.
However, the choice of the unarmed Mushaq is in-
triguing. While air-base from which Pakistan
launched thes€ planes has not been identified, it is

repulsed

possible that the forward airfield of Chander could
have been used. Chander is about 100 km from
Jammu in the Shakargarh Bulge. The launch could
have also taken place from the Murid air-base
which is about 185 km from Jammu.

Charge denied
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 19. Pakistan today described as
‘baseless,’ allegations made by India that two of its
military aircraft that had intruded into the Indian
airspace were forced to turn back. A Foreign Office
spokesman maintained here that the two single-
engine Turbo Mushaq training aircraft were on a
routine training mission well within Pakistani terri-
tory. “We checked with our radar section and found
that the aircraft were within Pakistani territory.”

Prospects for talks dim: Page 13 .
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Atal admits |
ceasefire .-
setback

OURBUREAU

¥Feb. 17: A day before the Cabi-
net Committee on Security
rmeeting to decide on extend-
ing the ceasefire in Kashmir,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Wajpayee today acknowledged
that the truce had not had its
““desired” effect.

“The ceasefire did not have
t he desired result because ter-
rorist violence did not stop. This
was what we had wanted. In-
s-tead, some of the recent mili-
tant attacks in the Valley are
raow the cause for real concern,”
Vajpayee told reporters here.

He indicated that he would not
imsist on continuation of the
c-easefire and left the decision to
the Cabinet Committee on Securi-
tw. “It will now have to be a collec-
tiive decision,” he said.

The Prime Minister, however,
d efended his decision to declare
the truce. “It was a right decision
as we had wanted to start the
p-eace process. We had expected
terrorist attacks to stop, but that
d id not happen,” Vajpayee said.

He ruled out talks with Pak-
istan because of its continuing
support to militants. “The atmos-
phere is not conducive to talks.
Terrorism and talks do not go
together.”

Vajpayee's tough-talk coincid-

L
9 .

ed with muscle-flexing mvomynow.
oss the border with the Hizbul
Mujahideen threatening to target
families of Indian troops in retali-
ation against the deaths of civil-
ians. “We may take the unpleas-
ant step of targeting the families
of Indian troops if they do not
stop killing civilians in our home-
land,” Hizbul leader Syed
Salahuddin said.

He was reacting to the killing
of four persons at Hygam when
the army fired on demonstrators
protesting against the custodial
death of a person. Violence con-
tinued to rock the Valley today.
(See Page 6)

The NDA sent out mixed sig-
nals on the truce extension. While
the BJP counselled caution and
hinted that it was not in favour of
an extension, Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Farooq Abdul-
lah spoke in favour of renewing
the truce. However, he added, the
situation in the state should be
taken into account.

Pointing to the spate of vio-
lenée in the Valley, a senior BJP
leader asked: “If the ceasefire is
extended, will the Killings stop?
The BJP will be disappointed
with its continuance.”

The BJP’s main worry is that
if the ceasefire is reinforced, the
US could insist on playing a
greater role. A source explained:

AB Vajpayee and KR Narayanan at the International Fleet Review with navy chief Sushil Kumar. AE%,V

“A chance meeting between Vaj-
payee and Pervez Musharraf may
take place around the time the
Saarc summit is held. If the cease-
fire is extended now, the Bush ad-
ministration will start pressuring
the two countries to hold a dia-

Terrorism and talks do not
. go together

ATAL BIHARI VAIPAYEE

»

logue right away.

The Sangh parivar seems
worked up about the possibility of
direct US intervention after the
change of guard in Washington.
As a BJP veteran put it, “Those
who are in favour of éxtending the
ceasefire feel it witl earn diplo-
matic points. But on the other
hand, can we ignore the ground
realities of the disadvantages suf-
fered by our security forces in the
Valley?”

A section in the BJP fears that
if Vajpayee persists with his uni-

lateral peace gestures without
Pakistan reciprocating in kind,
the party’s hawkish stand on “na-
tional sovereignty and 48:3@:
would be diluted. !

The BJP’s official reaction was
one of circumspection. Party
vice-president Jana Krishna-
murthy advised the Cabinet com-
mittee to ask itself whether vio-
lence will increase if the ceasefire
is not renewed. Conversely, he
asked whether India would risk
the danger of frittering away ﬁw\m\“
gains if it was not mﬁm:gma\ ,




‘Ceasefire may be

extended today

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 17. — The
need to placate Kashmiris after
the recent deaths by security
forces’ bullets, and the hope of
seizing the diplomatic upper hand
again, are likely to push the J&K
ceasgefire beyond 26 February.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security meets here tomorrow to
decide on the subject, and indica-
tions are that the Prime Minister
will be able to get colleagues to see
things his way.

Mr Vajpayee is likely to tell his
home, defence, external affairs
and finance ministers that extend-
ing the truce will let New Delhi
score diplomatic points off
Islamabad, convincing the world
that no sacrifice is too big for India
when the objective is a peaceful

solution tg the Kashmir dispute.
In mbai today, the Prime

'Minister pufsudd just this line of

reasoning as
ceasefire. Pakistan, he said, has
failed to contain the terrorists and
to that extent the ceasefire has
not achieved rdsults. Yet, the
truce has benefited the people of
the valley. “The people are heav-
ing a sigh of relief. It has strength-
ened the forces of peace.”

But he said his statement didn’t
necessarily mean he favoured
extension. It’s up to the Cabinet
committee to make a decision.

But many Sangh Parivar lead-
ers are against an extension, sniff-
ing in it a snare that could bring
international pressure to begin
unconditional talks with Pakis-
tan. For, an extension without
concrete results could imply that
India is satisfied with the situa-
tion. World opinion could then
pressure the government to drop
its no-talks-till-terror-ends stand

and begin a dialogue with Pakis-
tan, a senior BJP leader said.

The RSS feels the Centre
should stop experiments in the
valley and ask security forces to
nab or wipe out terrorists.

However, Mr Vajpayee, who
today stressed that “terrorism and
dialogue don’t go together”, might
argue before colleagues tomorrow
that it’s Pakistan which has been
forced to bend to world opinion so
far. He might cite Gen.
Musharraf’s recent statements
and his interior minister, Mr
Haidar’'s warning to jehadis to
stop funding ‘holy wars’.

The Prime Minister will have
noted the support that came from
an unexpected quarter today. Mr
Farooq Abdullah told reporters in
Jammu that he favoured a cease-
fire extension.

8 More reports on page 7/
: 7
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~ Abdullah
for ceasefire,
extension

\ .
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Feb. 17. - Dr Far-
ooq Abdullah today favoured
extension in the unilateral
ceasefire, but added the in-
ternal situation in the state
has to be taken into consider-
ation while taking a decision
onit. L/ ,!S/ WV fove

The Jammu and’ Kashmir
chief minister regretted that
the killing of civilians contin-
ued during the ceasefire say-
ing, “These have in fact, in-
creased, which is evident
from the available statistics”.

Dr Abdullah was talking to
media persons in the Assem-
bly lobby here this morni
after casting his vote in the
elections for seven seats to
the Legislative Council.

On the ceasefire, he said on
the one hand it is being ar-
gued by some to extend it and
on the other the sc-called
leaders wanting to talk about
peace perpetrate violence. He
advised then to prevail upon
their supporters to maintain
peace and not to disturb it be-
cause it only aggravates the
problems of the people.

When a correspondent drew
the attention of the chief min-
ister to the dubious role of the
Hurriyat and JKLF leaders
for resorting to viclence and
talking about peace at the
same time, he said they have
always been doing sp.

He charged themrfor not be-
ing sincere eiffer to them-
selves or to the people of the
state.
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“Towards a Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting

EN. PERVEZ MUSHARRAF has

once again expressed his desire

to come to India to restart the

stalled dialogue between the

two nations. In a recent interview to

" Newsweek, an American weekly, the Pa-

kistani Chief Executive said: ‘I am pre-

pared to go to Dethi for talks if invited by

the Indian Government... But ] will go on-
ly if I have a formal invitation.”

Gen. Musharraf’s keenness 1o visit the
Indian capital is in sharp contrast to the
reserve that the Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Abdul Sattar, was trying to convey
to a group of Indian participants in a
Track I initiative last week. Mr. Sattar
suggested that Pakistan was not going to
beg for talks with India. If India does not
want to talk with Pakistan, Islamabad can
take it in its stride. The open expression of
the desire to visit India by Gen. Musharraf
just a few days later says something else.
The General, buffetted by many compet-
ing pressures at home and abroad, may
see an opening with India at the highest
political level as an important lever to
shore up his own uncomfortable posi-
tion.

Should India engage Gen. Musharraf? If
India wants to move the peace process
with Pakistan forward, it makes eminent
sense to begin at the top. A bottom-up
approach starting with senior officials
and moving through the Ministerial level
to the heads of Government does not of-
fer much hope of progress. At this mo-
ment, the need is for some creative
diplomacy, and it is a bit much to expect
bureaucrats to be innovative. Only a face-
to- face meeting between Mr. Vajpayee
and Gen. Musharraf can kick-start the In-
do-Pakistan dialogue.

When should India talk to Gen. Mush-
arraf? The longer the meeting between
the two leaders is delayed, the greater are
the chances that it will never take place.
in both countries, resistance to a new en-
gagement with the other is building up. In
Pakistan, there is an influential segment
of opinion which argues that India is
bleeding from its wounds in Kashmir, and
that a little more effort will force it to back
down further. There is already a sorto voce

g’ poN—

By C. Raja Mohan

HO-)

If India wants to move the peace process with Pakistan
forward, it makes eminent sense to begin at the top.

campaign against Gen. Musharraf that he
is trying to engage India under pressure.
There is also some criticism of Gen.
Musharraf for allegedly giving up Pakis-
tan’s past preference for resolving the is-
sue under the U.N. resolutions.

In India, there are many in the estab-
lishment who are suggesting that the
Government is giving away its long-
standing- diplomatic positions on Kash-
mir and is getting very little in return. Ev-
ery incident of violence in the valley
strengthens those who are sceptical of Pa-
kistan's intentions. The initial extensive
domestic political support to Mr. Vaj-
payee’s Ramzan ceasefire initiative is be-
ginning to fray. 1If New Delhi and
Islamabad allow the ‘Jehadi’

payee was not asking Gen. Musharraf to
bring down the violence in the Valley to
zero. He is only asking Gen. Musharraf to
demonstrate that he has the political will
and capacity to confront the ‘Jehadi’
groups head-on. Mr. Vajpayee cannot be
expected to begin a dialogue, when the
other party is free to engage in violence.

Pakistan's formal response is that vio-
lence will come down only when India
begins the talks. But there is a sub-text to
the Pakistan position with two distinct
propositions: on willingness and on capa-
bility. First, most Pakistanis say India did
not negotiate with Pakistan when things
were quiet in Kashmir. And if Pakistan
gives up the pressure through

groups, who are opposed to

WORLD VIEW

the militant groups, India

any negotiated settlement of
the Kashmir dispute, to set the agenda, it
is only a matter of time before India finds
it difficult to further extend the ceasefire.
The gains in Kashmir over the recent
weeks are fragile and it is entirely possible
that the peace process could easily col-
lapse.

What is holding up a possible meeting
between Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Mushar-
raf? Mixed signals from Pakistan on Gen.
Musharraf’s willingness or ability to crack
down on the ‘Jehadi’ groups have become
the principal obstacle to an early summit
and the launching of a peace process be-
tween the two nations. Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to immediately and unambiguously
condemn the attacks by militants on the
Red Fort and the threats against the Indi-
an Prime Minister, have raised questions
in India about Gen. Musharraf's inten-
tions and capabilities.

Mr. Vajpayee had hinted in his Musings
from Kumarakom that he was prepared to
meet Gen. Musharraf, but only under ap-
propriate circumstances. Mr. Vajpayee
has demanded “sufficient proof of prepa-
redness”’ on the part of Pakistan to rein in
the militant groups. Note that Mr. Vaj-

may have little “incentive”” to
talk on Kashmir. Second, many Pakistanis
argue that Gen. Musharraf needs some
political cover before he can crack down
on the militant groups. And that India
needs to do more in Kashmir to give him
the space to get the ‘Jehadis’ to end vio-
lence.

The Indgb'-Pakistan peace process today
has been jstalled by differences over the
Narure off the relationship between vio-
lence in Mse Valley and the initiation of
talks. Which «omes first, an end to terror-
ism or the talks hemselves? The deadlock
can only be broken by some clear and
credible communication between the two
sides over the next few days. This can be
done either by a series of formal state-
ments by the two Governments or by
opening up channels of communication
that can clearly convey the expectations
and commitrents on both sides.

An early detision by New Dethi to let
the Hurriyat leaders go to Pakistan will
help remove the misperceptions in Isla-
mabad that India is back-tracking. The
latest signals from the Hurriyat have been
positive and India has very little to lose by
allowing its leaders to engage with the
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btoad spectrum of opinion in Pakistan.

india can publicly and privately convey
that it is ready to receive Gen. Musharraf
in New Delhi provided he shows the wil-
lingness and capacity to take on the mil-
itant groups. The onus, India must make
it clear, of making the summit happen is
on Gen. Musharraf. [t will also be useful it
India can make explicit what Mr. Vaj-
payee neans by “sufficient proof of pre-
paredness” on the part of Gen. Musharraf
to rein in the militants. Pakistan would
want to know at what point India would
be convinced of Gen. Musharraf’s sincer-
ity.

On the Indian side, there is no doubt
that it has put the Kashmir dispute at the
front and centre in the proposed dialogue
with Pakistan. In his musings, Mr. Vaj-
payee has talked about his commitment
to a lasting solution to the dispute and his
willingness to go off the beaten track in
the effort to find one. A sharper formula-
tion of India’s readiness for a sustained
and purposeful negotiation on Kashmir
and its direct communication to Pakistan
should be of considerable value to Gen,
Musharraf.

Pakistan too must take steps to boost
the peace process. Gen. Musharraf needs
to end Pakistan’s ambiguity on the Shim-
la and Lahore agreements. A clear public
endarsement of the two accords by fsla-
mabad is essential to gain confidence in
New Dethi. Talks with Pakistan will have
little credibility in India unless there is a
visible effort by Gen. Musharraf to control
violence in Kashmir. Unambiguous con-
demnation of specific incidents of terror-
ism is necessary on the part of Pakistan.
Equally important would be a credible
commitment to control a scourge that is
threatening not just India but peace and
stability in Pakistan itself.

A series of sequential and reciprocal
steps by the two sides over the next few
days could help build trust and facilitate
an early meeting in Delhi between Mr.
Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf. Diplomacy
must be given a full chance before India
decides it is no tonger worthwhile to ex-
tend the ceasefire when it ¢ St an
end later this month.
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“tour agenda
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SRINAGAR, Feb. 12. — The
Hurriyat Conference today

said the delegation to Paki-

stan would try to turn the uni-

lateral ceasefire in Jammu
and Kashmir into a two-way |

traffic and make the peace
process “result-oriented” even
as alert guards thwarted a fi-
dayeen attack on a special op-
erations group (SOG) camp at
Safapora, north Kashmir this
evening, killing a militant.

This was the third fidayeen
attack in the Valley in one :
month but the SOG did not |

suffer any casualties. Guards

started firing as soon as the |

militants stormed the camp.
But the attackers fled.

The Hurriyat today sanN:

“The agenda... is to make th:

unilateral ceasefire a two-way |

traffic and facilitate concrete

steps to resolve the Kashmir |

issue once and for all so that

people of India, Pakistan and |

J&K can heave a sigh of re- |

lief.” This is the first time the :
group has revealed its agenda |

for the proposed tour.
Meanwhile, Gen Pervez

Musharraf has said that he is
ready to elhi for talks :

if fopmmally invited, a report
m Washington says.

“We’ve taken the initiative to -
ease tension by pulling out |
troops from the LoC and or- |

dering our troops to observe

restraint. India has responded :
positively. There .are indica-
tions that India wants to re-

sume talks. We are ready for |

talks...but I will go only if T ;
have a formal invitation. We -
want peace but peace with |

honour and dignity,” he told
Newsweek.

'Ws on page 8 |
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/c\ Tslamabad’s See-Saw | \/.

Blowing hot and cold is an essential ingredient of foreign policy-mgk-
ing. General Musharraf, though not a politician of long-standing,
pears to have cottoned on to this strategic approach. In an interview to
Gulf News, he says he wants to go down in history as the one who finally
brought peace to Kashmir. Just the day before, he told a questioner he
had nothing further to offer and his very offer to hold talks was proof of
his sincerity. The general appears to have decided that the way to win
over the world is by repeatedly offering to discuss Kashmir with the In-
dian prime minister. This is self-delusion of the kind many Pakistani
leaders have suffered before. It also indicates that the full implications
of Prime Minister Vajpayee’s peace process have not been understood
by the Pakistani leadership. If so, the Indian leadership needs to spell
these out. The Pakistani leadership must understand that offering to
discuss Kashmir by itself does not create much credibility because in
Lahore the two leaders agreed on a detailed plan to initiate and discuss
arange of issues, including Kashmir. At that very time General Mushar-
raf’s Northern Light Infantry men were creeping into the Kargil
heights. It is incumbent, therefore, that Pakistani leaders (especially the
general who carried out the Kargil aggression) convince us that it is
worthwhile for India to engage Pakistan in a dialogue. This is not a con-
ditionality for a dialogue, but the creation of an atmosphere of mini-
mum credibility; talks should not be a futile waste of time gt worse still a
step in deception. C \ AV \V

Prime Minister Vajpayee’s peace proéess has thro amajor chal- -
lenge to the general. With the guns from the Indian\security forces
falling silent, the world — and the people of Kashmir —\s in a position
to see the current spate of killings for what they are: Acts of terrorism.
Friday night’s horrific killings in Jammu reinforce this point. Prime

inister Vajpayee gave an opportunity to General Musharraf when he
asked him to dissociate himself with blatant acts of terrorism commit-
ted by Lashkar-e-Taiba and other Pakistan-based terrorist organisa-
tions. Beyond a very general condemnation of terrorism, the general is
yet to come out specifically against such acts of terrorism directed by
Pakistan-based organisations against India. President Clinton had sug-
gested a formula of four R’s — restraint, respect for Line of Control,
reduction of violence and resumption of dialogue. Prime Minister
Vajpayee with his unilateral initiative of cessation of combat operations
in J&K — and before that India not crossing the Line of Control during
the Kargil conflict — has demonstrated that he has done all that is re-
quired of him to fulfil the conditions for a dialogue. What is required of
the general now is first an assurance that Pakistan would not violate the
territorial status quo with violence, and second, condemnation of
terroristic violence in the Valley and elsewhere in India. By insisting
that his offer of dialogue is proof of his sincerity and avoiding other
commitments, General Musharraf is sending out signals that there has
been no change in the Pakistani attitudyﬂhe post-Kargil period and
his offer of talks is only a tactical ploy. .
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ak-backed
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

H JAMMU, Feb. 10. — Pakistan-backed mili-
tants killed 15 people in the Budhal area of
Rajouri in Jammu and Kashmir last night.

Police said the militants first showered bul-
lets on three houses belonging to the noma-
dic Bakerwal community in Kot Chatwal.
Then they set ablaze the houses. At least 15
people were killed. A police party was sent to
the spot this morning.

Meanwhile, curfew continued in Udhampur

town for the second day today. The curfew
was clamped last evening when a mob went
on the rampage after abduction of a girl. Two
houses, one restaurant, furniture house and
a car was set ablaze by the mob. Around 40
people had been injured in the incident.
10 killed in encounter: Security forces took
control of the Batmaloo police control room
stormed by militants last evening. Eight po-
licemen and two ultras were killed in the
ensuing encounter, adds PTIL

Six policemen were injured in the 13-hour
shootout. Four Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and
Al Umar Mujahideen militants attacked
thed control room around 7.30 p.m. police
said.

A civilian truck driver, caught in the cross-
fire, was seriously injured.

Security forces gained control of the high-se-
curity control room this morning.

THE STATESMAN
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ime .is  running. out.

Behari” Vajpayee has
been unable to follow

concrete measures. Everything

is gn hold, be it the visit of the
All Partiés Hurriyat delegation
to Pakistan, talks between Delhi
and the Kashmiri groups, dia-
logue with. Pakistan and other

.| ministers, members of a party
- for which Kashmir and Pakistan

for the bull, that a dialogue is
| necessary for peace, and peace
| is imperative for the region in
more#ways than one.

Mr Vajpayee is finding it diffi-
cult to proceed because of two

the . Bharatiya Janata Party’s

own background wherein it has
spent decades equating commu-
nal hate and strife-with the Mus-
lim and the Muslim with Pak-

of that primitive mould and
‘gven today, when under pres-

waves its dwlswe card with the
flourish of a
. htﬂe else to-
its panvar oo
pajnt on- the

finding that-the point is becom-
ing very well defined. Despite
efforts, he is finding it very dif-

tesult that his peace initiative is -
floundering ifi-the absence of a
concrete follow up.

+ Two, Mr Vajpayee was mlab]e
to  convince - the other cof-
stituency of his' good intent.
‘1 True, his principal secretary
Brajesh Mishra did extend the
|| reach' of the Prime Minister’s
Office to over and beyond the
narrow BJP constituency by
using the Track II channels to
rope in a wide variety of per-
sons. Former diplomats, mili-
tary personnel, academics and
others not ‘usually seen in the
BJP’s corridors became hyper-
active in preparing the ground
for the Prime Minister’s initia-
tive. A record number of visits

stréngthened the belief “in the
| PMO that a dialogue with Gen-

peace agenda. But Mr-Vajpayee
made one cardinal mistake. He
did not take the nation into ¢on-
fidence with the result that sus-
picions about the final agenda
began to dominate even the
Track II efforts.
| What exactly is the govem—
ment’s intent? Is it buying time?
Is it allowing the US to dictate
| the rules? Is it preparing to give
‘away . the Kashmir
through the trifurcation formu-
la? Is it using the peace route to
actually implement the old RSS
agenda? Is this just another ruse

the ‘Kashmiri groups like the
Hurriyat in the state? Is there an
agenda and is it in the interests

SEEMA MUSTAFA

Prime - Minister Atal

his ceasefire iniiative with any .

regarding Jammu and Kashmir

related items. Mr Vajpayee has -
been unablg to conyince his.

have always been like a red rag.

main reasons. One, of course is.

istat¥; It has refased to come out

_sure “for non performance, it-
ician who has -
er. THe BJP and *

ot go beyond a -

gie. of Kashxmf:
and the Primé. Minister is noW,

ficult td carry the day with the-

to Pakistan, and vice versa,

efal Pervez Musharraf was pos--
sible and should be high ort the |

Valley -

to confuse the people and divide -

cleaver when itis farszghted

KASHMIR OF commoN ‘Gen. Musharvaf bas said recently
ed by hawks, and bas invited him to break free and enter into & diulogue Sometimes vision is
but the fact is that Gen, Mushun'uf' teo, is surrounded. by bawks’

ba Mr Vajpayee is surround-

of the country"

There have been no answers to
these and many more questions
that continue to confound those
connected in some way with the
Valley. Mr Vajpayee has con-
tinued to maintain what he
would probably like to describe

as a discreet sitence, with even

the peace brigade not really
- being given a full and total pic-
ture of the' govemment s intent.
This is - creating a sense of
unease, with even thé Opposi-
tion - parties tempering their
reactions with a “we hope. the

doing and there is no-hjdden
a n da ", :

e result of course is an
abysmal latk of inovement with
. the initiative being stuck in the
ceasefire groove. It has been.
unable to move fotwardl with,
the dlss1dent* vowbs ‘i’ *the

o

06 hat exactly is the

govemment: s'intent?:Is
it buying time? Is it
allowing the US to
dictate the rules? Is it
- preparing to give away
the Kashmir Valley? Is
‘it using the peace route’
“to actually implement
the old RSS agenda? Is
it just another ruse to -
divide the Kashmiri
.. groups like the
Hurriyat? There have
been no answers to
‘these questions. Mr
Vajpayee has
* ¢dontinued to maintain
a.discreet silence, with
‘even the peace brigade
“not really being given a’
full and total plcture of
the government’s
intent. This is creating

a sense of unease, with

even the Opposition
parties tempering their
reactions with a ‘we
hope the government
"knows what it is
doing and there is no
.hidden agenda’

- forthcoming

government knows -what -t ‘is -

Union Cabinet making it clear

that there can be no dialogue..
with Pakistan unless it ends .

cross-border terrorism. Intgrest-
ing, as there has been dialogue
with Pakistan in worse’ condi- :
tions before and without even a
declaration of intent as has been -
from -
Musharraf. :

Prime Minister Vajpayee and-:

his government are playing with -
fire. Failure now will return the '
Valley into the hands of the: .
Jihadis, throwing the people
into a life of strife and discord.’

Missed - opportunities do not -

come back and Jammu and’

. Kashmir which had jseized the

olive branch to pull-itself out of
a decade .of militajjey’ and ter:

rorism might not™ have the’

courage, will or strength to do’
‘35 agﬁl‘n . o

‘eni, » Musharraf, - of
course, is stepping up .
the: pressurg to: talk.

There were two options before
him as well. One, to give in 0
the jihadis and a section of the
Army and continue talking war.
The other, of course, to extend

an olive branch to India in the °

hope that bilateral discussions$

- would result in a solution con- -

ducive to long term peace in the
region. He has opted for the lat-
ter and the sheer force of repeti-
tion has helped him override
considerable. scepticism, not
just in India but the world,
about his —actual goals and
motives. It does appear that the
man behind Kargil has decided
in favour of peace, more
because of international pres-
sure ‘than his own -inclination

perhaps. But he also knows that -
- Pakistan cannot, i
the path of prosperity with war

ove ahead on

as'the only backdrop, and needs
stability and ‘peace for Teal

- development and progress.

He has said recently that Mr
Vajpayee is surrounded by
hawks, and has invitéd him to

break free and enter into a dia- -

logue. Sometimes vision is
clearer when it is farsighted, but
the fact is that Gen. Musharraf
too, is surrounded by hawks. He
will have to do some tight
manouvering to ensure
these discussions, if they ever

begin, will have the flexibility-

to discuss peace per se without
Kashmir becoming a straitjack-
et throttling an effective: solu-
tion.

Gen :

that -

"Delhl has to determme what it

wants. Not what the US or oth-
-« @¢fs want, but what is in the-

"pational interest. Matters have
come to a pass where Kashmir
“will be a definite item on the
agenda of any.talks with Pak-
.istan. But what will be the con-
-tent? Is there a bottom line? If
-so, what is it? Is this govern-
.ment prepared to baiter away

+:the Valley using Pakistan’s and
“the RSS argument that it is
Muslim. The rest of India and
themselves .

~Kashmiri - groups
have resisted efforts to give a
~ communal tmge 'to their strug-
Fle, and even’ now Hurriyat

ders like Abdul Ghani Lone

-and others. are categorical. that- :

“the issue is political and not reli-
gious. If not, then the claim of
- Pakistan to the Valley is base-
less as is the claim of the RSS”
-and the VHP and the BIP that

Mr Va].payee sent
out a positive signal by *
' announcing a
unilateral.ceasefire.
The extension, despite
opposition further
fuelled this sentiment:
‘Vajpayee is sincere,
somethmg can
emerge.”. The silence
and the inability to
follow the ceasefire
despite opposition is
‘turning the hope into
disillusionment. If
_ February 26 comes
and goes without any
action in place, the,
" disillusionment will -
“turn into anger and

" resentment. It will give

a fillip to the die hards
. who have maintained
from the beginning
that this peace
initiative will
encourage the jibadis
to thumb their nose at -
Gen. Musharraf and
launch an all out
offensive for their
miserable ends

Kashmir stands * for ‘Muslim
. appeasement. ..

_ ‘A decision was taken to send
the. APHC delegation to Pak-
istan to talk to the- ferrorist
groups and others. One pre-

sumes it was a considered deci-

_cons’ into account. And obvi-
. ously for such a delegation to be
effective in any way it was
“imperative that the composition
was left to the Hurriyat. So what
is this fuss about the inclusion
of Ali Shah Geelani all about?
His views are well known, and
what more cai1 he say in Islam-
abad that he has not been saying
from Srinagar ‘and Delhi? The
point is not Geelani’s inclusion
.or otherwise, the point is: does
the ‘government - actually feel
that-the Hurriyat visit can help
the'] peace process? If so, the del-

. .egation should be allowed to

leave as every little input can be
‘valuable in the larger whole.

- ‘'onversely, the change of
- heart also requires an

explanation.. Obviously
the decision was not well
thought out, or did not accom-
modate the hardliners’ views in
its execution. It is these Kind of
ill thought aut moves that have
comipounded the Kashmir prob-

sion, taking all- the pros and.

lem;, and now there really is no

scope for blunders - to be

absorbed by the region which is *

at the end of its tether.

Mr Vajpayee sent out a very .

*-positive signal by announcing a
unilateral ceasefire. It kindled a
ray of hope in Jammu and Kash-
mir -that the Government of
India was actually interested in
peace. The extension, despite

. opposition from within the Cab-
inet, further fuelled this senti-
ment: Vajpayee is sincere,
something can emerge. The
silence and the inability to fol-
low the ceasefire with concrete
steps is turming the hope into
disillusionment. If February 26
comes and goes without any
action in place, the disillusion-
ment’ will turn into anger and
resentment. It will give a fillip
to the die hards who have main-
tained from' the very begmning
‘that this peace initiative will

come to nought, and it “will:

encourage the jihadis to thumb
their nose at Gen. Musharraf
and launch ‘an all out offensive
for their miserable ends.
In India, the saffron clad
_Jihadis will be encouraged to
raise the banner of Hindu rash-
tra using Kashmir violence to
consolidate their constituency
in Jammu and other parts of the

country. The aftermath might be |

worse than what has preceded
it, and instead of emerging as
the messiah of peace and stabil-
ity Prime Minister Vajpayee
might find himself writing a
very different history.

All is not over yet. Two weeks
are still available to the govern-
ment to move, now at a faster
pace, along the path of peace.

. There has to be serious. stock-

taking by the two countries who
have developed nuclear
weapons as part of an ugly arms
.race which has vitiated the
. security environment instead of
. strengthening it.
Despite the claims of well
placed advisors to the govern-
merit that the bomb is an insur-

" dnce, the fact remains that both

.India and Pakistan have jeopar-
dised the future of their people
by arming themselves with a
criminal weapon of destruction

without a thought for the conse- |

quences.
“Talk peace Mr Vajpayee. The
price is ‘otherwise too big - for

your people-to pay. - e




Risk of Indo- Pak conflict
unaccepFBly high: CIAY,"

S.Rajagopalan
Washington, February 8

THE CENTRAL Intelligence

Agency (CIA) has painted a

grim picture of situation in
the Indian sub-continent, saying it
believes that the risk of war
between India and Pakistan
remains unacceptably high",

It also talks of "a good prospect
of another round of nuclear tests"
in the sub-continent, notwithstand-
ing India's repeated and solemn
affirmations to the contrary.

CIA director George J. Tenet, in
a testimony before the Senate's
Select Committee on Intelligence
on Wednesday, asserted: "I must

report that relations between India *

and Pakistan remain volatile, mak-
ing the risk of war between the two

nuclear-armed adversaries unac- .

ceptably high."

Tenet, who had painted a similar.
picture last year on nuclear prolif-
eration and missile development
issues, said there was no sign of
improvement in the potentially

destabilising competition between
the two countries. "We still believe
there is a good prospect of another
round of nuclear tests," he main-
tained. "Pakistan may respond in
kind," he said, while talking about
last month's Agni test.

The CIA chief's remarks on
South-Asia were part
omnibus statement, titled: “World
Threat 2001: National Security in a
Changing World".

" As for the military balance in the

sub-continent, he said India con-
tinued to enjoy advantages over
Pakistan in most areas of conven-
tional defence preparedness. "This
includes a decisive advantage in
fighter aircraft, almost twice as
many men under arms, and a much
larger economy to support defence
expenditures. As a result, Pakistan
relies heavily on its nuclear

. weapons for deterrence.”

In Tenet's view, the deep-seated
rivalry, frequent artillery
exchapges in Kashmir and short
flight times for nuclear-capable
balhstlc m1s51les and aircraft all

of an-

have for manoeuvre.

contribute to an unstable nucl dl’
deterrence.

Dwelling on Kashmir, he claimed’
both sides "seem quite willing to
take risks". This, along with their
"deep animosity and distrust”,
could lead to decisions that esca-
late tensions, Tenet said.

He conceded that the recent tele-

phonic conversation between
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Gen. Pervez

Musharraf has opened the doors
for high-level talks, but added the
process was still fragile. "Neither
side has yet agreed 'to direct,
unconditional talks. Tension can
easily flare up once winter ends or
by New Delhi or Islamabad

- manoeuvring for an edge in the
- negotiations. Leadership changes

in either country also could add to

| tensions."

The CIA chief also spoke of

- Pakistan's internal problems, espe-

cially the economy, complicating
the situation and threatening what,
ever room Gen. Musharr:
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The time to tays Just

right: Paklgt

By Seema Guha )

NEW DELHI: Pakistan believes the time for
talks is now. The signals from
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and General Per-
vez Musharraf are right,
everything that had to be
said has already been said,
the ice has been broken and
it is time for the two leaders
to give peace a chance.

i “The time for pre-condi-
A.B.Vajpayee  ions, for creating the right
climate, is over. Talks are the only way to bring
about a conducive atmosphere, not the other
way round. There is no point in sitting back and
waiting any longer,” says Ashraf Jehangir Qazi,

Pakistan’s high commissioner to India adding .

that “It is time now for the next step forward.”

According to Mr Qazi, it is for India to take
the next step and talk to Pakistan. Gen
Musharraf had already done his bit; in fact, his
views on talks have been the same from the
day he took over as the chief executive of Pak-
istan.

Mr Qazi said that Gen Musharraf’s Kashmir
Day speech on Monday indicated that he is
willing to meet Mr Vajpayee halfway in an ef-
fort to initiate a dialogue. The General also ap-
preciated Mr Vajpayee’s cease fire offer and
the decision to extend it. Islamabad, on its part
reciprocated by promising to exercise maxi-
mum restrain along the Line of Control.

Regarding the general impression in India
that New Dethi would be doing Gen Mushar-
raf a favour by talking to him, Mr Qazi said

n's envoy

that India is not in a position to either grant or
withdraw legitimacy to the General.

“It is for the people of Pakistan to decide on
this,” he said and added that “He does not need
talks with India to gain kudos from the people
of Pakistan.”

“Talks are a responsibility that the two gov-
ernments owe to their respective people,” Mr
Qazi said. “Talks are an attempt to solve prob-
lems without resorting to violence. We owe it
not only to our people but to the larger inter-
national audience worried about a nuclear
flare up in the region.”

Mr Qazi said that there were many in Pak-
istan who thought that talks with India were a
waste of time and were not in favour of them
but the General had brushed aside their oppo-
sition and was keen on resuming negotiations
with India.

Initiating the dialogue, he says, is the easy
task. “The real challenge is to sustain the talks,
not to let them peter out after a first round of
stating known positions. It is a complex multi-
layered process and needs hard work, sincerity
and the stamina to prolong it,” Mr Qazi said.

“We cannot be guided by old stereotypes, we
need to break the mind set and get to work, ac-
knowledging that our differences are deep
rooted and the problems are tough.”

Mr Qazi, however, had no answer to the ulti-
mate solutions to the problem of Kashmir,
Siachen or Sir Creek. He said it was not for of-
ficials to make solutions public. “But a dia-
logue has its own dynamics”, and can provide
the momentum to make the sit
mir less provocative and seduce the overall
tension in the area.
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,msharraf rules
out 1nitiative:
help resumétalks

Wk g
AGENCE F?ANCEPR‘E%E A

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 7. - Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf today
suggested talks with India to
solve the Kashmir problem but
ruled out any new initiative to
help reach that objective.

“The thaw has taken place. The
time to start talking has come,”
the state-run Associated Press
of Pakistan quoted Gen Mush-
arraf as having said.“I've noth-
ing to offer afresh. The ball is in
India’s court. We have done ev:
erything possible... My offer of
talks is a sign of sincerity, not...
of weakness. India has to re-
spond,” he said in Rawalpindi.

He urged India to allow a
Hurriyat delegation to visit
Pakistan. “We've taken a num-
ber of initiatives... Now, India
has to send the Hurriyat dele-
gates. I hope action will come.”

Gen Musharraf and Mr Atal -
Behari Vajpayee talked for the |
first time on Friday. The Pak-

istan chief executive enquired
about the Gujarat quake Paki-
stan sent three planeloads of
relief for the quake victims.



A have nothing
fresh to offer
India:Musha

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s chibf ex-
ecutive, Gen. Pervez Mush: s
said on Wednesday that Pakistan
had nothing afresh to offer India as
time had come to begin dialogue
for the settlement of Kashmir dis-
pute. w2 (N (; v\
“Time for initiatives is gome.
Thaw has taken place. Time to start
talking has come. I have nothing to
offer afresh. The ball is in India’s
court. We have done everything
possible,” he told foreign reporters
who visited Pakistan on the occa-
sion of the Kashmir Solidarity Day.

“My offer of talks is a sign of sin--

cerity, not a sign of weakness. India
has to respond,” he told a question-
er. Pakistan, said the CE, did not
plan to také any new initiative for
opening dialogue between New
Delhi and Islamabad.

“We have taken a number of ini-
tiatives. No new initiatives are
planned. Now India has to send the
All Parties Hurriyat Conference
delegates. I hope action will come.”

In reply to a question, he said: “I
am against talking of solutions be-
fore beginning the dialogue. Go
step by step. Start talking. There are
a pumber of parties, a number of
solutions.” (Agencies) / .

WASHINGTON: Indian American
el Anil Kakani, 30, is
to be freshman
New York Demo-
cratic . Senator
Hillary Clinton’s
chief legislative
aide on tax, bud-
get and other eco-
e _ nomic issues on
. the budget com-
Hillary Clirtton mittee on which
the former US. first lady serves.

Mr Kakani, who has been a se-
nior White House Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) offi-
cial for the past three-and-a-half
years, begins his new role on Febru-
ary 13.

In an interview with India
Abroad News Service, Mr Kakani
said he was looking forward “to the
historic challenge of working for
the first former first lady to be
elected a senator and advjsing her
on some of the issues that she cares
so passionately about.”

Mr Kakani, who has, already in-
terviewed: several times with Mr
Clinton “and spent a good deal of
time with her,” said, besides the
overall tax and budget issues, he
would be Mr Clinton’s point person
on “economic development issues

>

| V[(dian American i§ key
f aide to Hillary Clinton

and some high-tech and telecom is-
sues.”

The Silver-Spring, Maryland-
born Mr Kakani, who was the se-
nior adviser to OMB director Jacob
Lew for the past year, acknowl-
edged it was Lew, who had recom-
mended him strongly to Ms Hillary
Clinton as the ideal candidate on
the Budget Committee. When Mr
Lew first joined the White House,
he had worked closely with Ms
Hillary Clinton’s staff and was one
of the key person’s doing health-
care reform — which initially was
Mr Clinton’s baby, but ended in
controversy when the Republican
leadership in Congress summarily
rejected it. :

“He’s been a close€ ally of the first
lady and it was him (Lew) and of
course, all the networking I had
done during my years at the OMB
that helped me get the job,” Mr
Kakani acknowledged. He said
“when things started wrapping up
here,” with the advent of the new
Bush administration, “I had the op-
tion of going back into a more ca-
reer slot at OMB, but I started
looking on the Hill, and I thought it
would certainly be historic to go
work for the first lady who had
been elected a Senator.” nans:
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Musharraf offers to host
Atal away fro

FROM PRANAY SHARMA O\

New Delhi, Feb. 6: In a clever
move aimed at earning diplomat-
“ie brownie points and highlight-
ing the latent divisions in the es-
tablishment in Delhi, Pakistan’s
military ruler Pervez Musharraf
today said he was ready to invite
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee to Islamabad for talks as he
was the only “moderate” in the In-
dian government.

© “Vajpayee is the only moder-
ate and he is surrounded by
hawks. So, if we have to move in
any substantial way, it can only be
done in a dialogue between him
and me,” Musharraf said inanin-
terview with the Dubai-based
Gulf News. )

Musharraf was quoted as say-
ing that he was “absolutely will-
ing” to invite Vajpayee, but was
cautious to point out that “when
one initiates such an act, one has
to be very careful that the initia-
tive is accepted”.

‘
Officially, India tried ’tt} pﬁy
down Musharraf’s latest offer for
peace. “We are not aware of any
such proposal,” foreign ministry
spokesman R.S. Jassal said.

The latest overture from the
Pakistani military ruler is based
on some of the “positive” develop-
ments last week, primarily the te-
lephonic conversation he had with
Vajpayee on the Gujarat earth-
quake. More important for him
was the knowledge that it was ma-
inly due to Vajpayee’s initiative th-
at the bureaucracy in South Block,
despite its initial reluctance, fina-
1ly accepted relief material from
Pakistan for the quake victims.

Vajpayee is the only
moderate and he is
surrounded by hawks

PERVEZ MUSHARRAF

R S TR T >

m haw

By repeating thdt he is ready '
to talk to Indid “any time, any
where”, Musharnaf hopes to pres-
sure world power} to nudge India
towards the negotiations table.
That Musharraf’s plan is working
was proved when the visiting
Greek Prime Minister, Konstanti-
nos Simitis, expressed hope that
contact between the two sides, es-
tablished because of the quake,
will be sustained for greater en-
gagement in the near future.

“Earthquake diplomacy could
help ease tension between India
and Pakistan but some compro-
mises are necessary on both sides !
to find an amicable solution to the :
Kashmir imbroglio,” Simitis said. |

A few years ago, Greece had |
begun intense engagement with
Turkey, with which it has differ-
ences over the Cyprus dispute, \
after a quake affected the people
of both nations. “Earthquake
diplomacy is of great use. It can
help ease tension,” Simitis said. |
N Another report on Page 8 /

~
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Pervez renews support for Kashmms:

W+ Y2 Marchers earrving banners. chant victory slogans

Islamabaa, February 5 ian

MILITARY RULER (kn\‘rdl

Pervez Musharraf on Mongay
renewed support for Kashmiris' as
Pakistan observed a day of solidar-
ity for the 12-year-old Mustim sep-
aratist campaign in Kashmir.

A major rally held in Islamabad
was led by Culture and Sports
Minister S.K.  Tressler, with
marchers carrying banners and
chanting: "Victory is imminent,”
"Kashmiri martyrs' blood will not
£o in vain" and "Kashmir will join
Pakistan,” witnesses said.

The participants including sup-
porters of Kashmiri parties,
women and children paraded up

the main rgad opposite the
Parliament ding.
Police, e brigades and ambu-

ances accompanied the marchers
who also included a visiting three-
member pro-Kashmiri Sikh dele-
gation from Canada. Around 1,000
people including

citics  and  Pakstan-occupicd
Kashmir to mark the day, an annu-
al event since 1990. '
Thu day, already declared a holi-
day, dawned with spe-

women and children in
school uniforms gath-
ered at Islamabad's §
main entry point under |}
the banner of the main
fundamentalist
Jamaat-e-Islami party.
They formed a human
chain in expression of
"solidarity with
Kashmiri Mu;ahldet,n
{treedom fighters).”
"The aim is to convey to the
Kashmiris that they arc not alone
in their struggle," Jamaat leaders
said. Processions and demonstra-
tions were also organised in other

cial  prayers  in
mosques for the sic-
cess of the "liberation
struggle” in Kashmir
Later traffic in key
| cities came to a stand-
still for a minute of
silence and prayers
were offered for the
Kashmiri  “"martyrs,”
officials said.
Markets and  gov-
ernment and private establish-
ments remained shuat,
was duc to speak later at
Muzaffarabad in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir at a camp housing

Musharrat

refugees from Kashmir. In a mes-

sage to mark the occasion; he

vowed Pakistan would continue its.

political, moral and diplomatic -
support for the Kashmiris until
they achieve self-determination.”

The people of Pakistan today are
obscrving the Kashmir solidarity
day to reatfirm their steadfast and
unflinching support for the legiti-
mate struggle of the Kashmiri peo-
ple for their inalienable right to
self-determination,” he said.

"India has tried to suppress the
Kashmiri people’s freedom strug-
gle through the use of brate mili-
tary force. This effort is doomed to
failure bhecause the people of
Kashmir arc determined to get
back their right of sclf-determina-
tion which India has sought to

usurp,” Musharraf said. (AFP)
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Tce broken, it’s now Delhi’s

gl (PN
turn, say

MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistan’s military ruler,
General Pervez Musharraf, said on Monday that the
ice had been broken with regard to his relations with
Prime Minister Vajpayee, but urged New Delhi to
take the next step for peace in Kashmir.

He said the nuclear rivals risked returning to “a pol-
icy of confrontation” unless New Delhi took the first
step for a dialogue over the divided Himalayan terri-
tory. “The ice has been broken,” General Musharraf
had said, after his telephone conversation with Mr
Vajpayee on Friday. “We did not talk about Kashmir.
We only spoke about the earthquake in India I sym-
pathised and he thanked me”. % Ne

Speaking after a Kashmlr- ay’ speech re,
General Musharraf refused to disclose who made the
telephone call. “We decided to speak and we spoke.
So it does not matter who made the call,” he said.

“There is a momentum towards peace. The more
delays there are, that momentum will end and we will
g0 back to the situation of a year ago. We will go back
to the policy of confrontation”.

In his main speech, marking a day of solidarity with
the Kashmiri people, Mr Musharraf called on India to
allow leaders of the Hurriyat to visit Pakistan. “India
should take a decision on All Party Hurriyat
Conference delegation’s visit” for consultations. “The
delay in this regard will weaken the dialogue process,”

s Gen. Mu harraf ™'

he said. He saiq there were some “signs and movement
forward” from India but “Kashmiris have to continue
their struggle for the realisation of their freedom”.

Kashmir-day was observed in Pakistan and
Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK). Processions and
demonstrations were organised by political parties
and Pakistan-based Kashmiri militant groups to mark
the day, an annual event since 1990.

A major rally in Islamabad was led by culture and
sports minister S.K. Tressler, with marchers carrying
banners and chanting: “Victory is imminent”,
“Kashmiri martyrs’ blood will not go in vain” and
“Kashmir will join Pakistan,” witnesses said.

Participants, including supporters of Kashmiri par-

ties, women and children paraded up the main road |

opposite the parliament building.
Around 1,000 people including women and chll-
dren in school uniforms gathered at Islamabad’s main ;

entry point under the banner of the main fundamen-‘.

talist Jamaat-i-Islami party and formed a human
chain. “The aim is to convey to the Kashmiris that
they are not alone in their struggle,” Jamaat leaders
said. The day, already declared a holiday, began with
prayers in mosques for the success of the “liberation
struggle”. Later, traffic in key cities came to a stand-
still, for a minute of silence and prayers were offered
for Kashmiri “martyrs,” officials said. @#p) /
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s Mushar

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 4. Barely 48 hours
after the feel-good factor generat-
ed in India and Pakistan thanks to
the brief telephonic conversation
between their heads of the state
on the Gujarat earthquake, the
Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, today demand-
ed a positive response from India
to the recent peace initiatives by
his country. Otherwise, it should
be prepared to face the conse-
quences.

In a strongly-worded message
on the eve of the Kashmir solidar-
ity day, Gen. Musharraf left none
in doubt that Pakistan was not
satisfied with the Indian moves to
resolve the Kashmir conflict, and
chose the opportunity to reiterate
“full moral, diplomatic and politi-
cal support” to the people of
Kashmir “at all times and under
all circumstances” in their fight
for “self-determination”.

“We call upon India to stop its
repression in Kashmir, take a pos-
itive decision on the visit of the
APHC delegation to Pakistan
without further delay and re-
spond positively to our peace ini-
tiatives,”” he said.

February 5 is observed as
‘Kashmir Solidarity Day’ with
great fanfare all over Pakistan and
Pak-Occupied Kashmir. It is cus-

THE F

omary for the head of the state
and the Chief Executive to give a
message of “solidarity” with the
people of Kashmir. The Chief Ex-
ecutive will address a rally in Mu-
zaffarabad, capital of Pok,
tomorrow morning.

The surprise element in Gen.
Musharraf’s message is the strong
‘language employed to denounce
India as an “occupation force” in
Kashmir. Pakistan has hurled the
charge umpteen times but to re-
peat it now, at a juncture when
efforts are on from both sides to
move towards resumption of the
stalled dialogue, is indication that
in the perception of the military
leadership there is no change in
the ground realities.

In a separate message, the Pa-
kistan President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar,
spoke on the same lines and said
the Kashmir dispute had been the
root cause of all tensions in South
Asia since 1947. Kashmir was now
posing a grave threat to the peace
and stability in the region, making
South Asia a nuclear flashpoint.

The message to India to get
down to the serious business of
dialogue to resolve the tangle and
not link it to any thing else was
delivered earlier at a news confer-
ence by the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar.

In a clear reference to the in-
sistence of New Delhi that there

f talks toughgvb/

could be no dlalogue unless Isla-
mabad demonstrated its inclina-
tion to rein in militant groups, Mr.
Sattar said, “‘A political route has
to be opened. India’s insistence
that some condition has to be ful-
filled in advance will lead to a
stalemate.”

He argued that Kashmiris were
forced to take to armed struggle
when India choked all channels of
dissent; the militancy factor could
be tackled only by opening up the
“political route”. Gen. Musharraf
echoed the same sentiments in
his message.

“The Kashmiris are peace-lov-
ing. They have been compelled to
choose the path of armed struggle
only to defend their honour, dig-
nity and fundamental human
rights and to protect themselves
from the reign of terror let loose
against them,” the Chief Execu-
tive’s message said.

He charged India with deploy-
ing over seven lakh “‘occupation
forces” in Kashmir to crush the
“freedom movement”’, adding
that these forces had the license
to kill, torture, rape and destroy
with complete impunity. Gen.
Musharraf said the dispute was
not a territorial one but was about
the right of the people to decide

their future.
Plea for passports: Page 13
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l @\Controverqsy/ over,

By C. Raja Mohan S '

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. Even the expression ofjust a
little goodwill by Pakistan amid the Gujarat
disaster has not been without the usual bit of
depressing diplomatic posturing. A needless
controversy in Pakistan over “who called
whom” now hangs over the telephonic con-
versation last Friday between the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Chief
Executive of Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

The decision by Gen. Musharraf to call Mr.
Vajpayee was widely appreciated as a positive
gesture. But even as the General completed his
very brief, but first-ever conversation with the
Prime Minister, the word was put out in Pakis-
tan, totally contrary to the facts, that it was Mr.
Vajpayee who called the Chief Executive.

report quoting Indian agencies to say it was
Gen. Musharraf who had rung up Mr. Vaj-
payee. Finally, the APP came up with a third
version that skirted the question, “who called
whom”. Approached for a clarification, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Pakistan told The
Dawn that “factually the correct position is
that the two sides arranged this call”. Still re-
luctant to concede that it was the General who
had initiated the call!

Most newspapers in Pakistan reported on
Saturday that it was Mr. Vajpayee who called
Gen. Musharraf to thank him for the condo-
Iences and humanitarian relief sent on behalf
of Pakistan. But in India, the spokesman of the : .
External Affairs Ministry had made it absolute- _ There is no doubt that telephonic conversa-
ly clear on Friday that it was Gen. Musharraf ~tions, including the timing and the subject, be-
who had called. The respected newspaper in tween any two heads of Government are
Pakistan, The Dawn, had decided to run both  usually pre-arranged. Our inquiries here reveal
the stories on Saturday — one datelined Isla-  that New Delhi got a message through uncon-
mabad that said that Mr. Vajpayee had called ventional channel§ from Islamabad the}t Gen.
and another from its correspondent in the New ~ Musharraf would like to speak to Mr. Vajpayee.
Delhi that the call actually came from Gen. And would Mr. Vajpayee take the call ?
Musharraf. In its pages on Sunday, The Dawn Mr. Vajpayee signalled his readiness to re-
sought to unravel the mystery. Its reconstruct-  ceive the first-ever call from Gen. Musharraf. It
ion is very instructive. According to the paper, was also agreed that the conversation would be
in its first report on Friday the State- run Asso-  limited to the tragedy in Gujarat. The time was
ciated Press of Pakistan said Mr. Vajpayee had  setAfor around 4.45 p.m. IST, Friday. Mr. Vaj-
called Gen. Musharraf. Later, it ran a second ayee went public around noon that he would

THE HINDU
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‘who called whom'

be speaking to Gen. Musharraf, and was all set
10 receive the call at the pre-set time. But the
call would not come through.

New Delhi bristled at the new suggestion
from Islamabad, in violation of the earlier gen-
tlemen’s agreement, that it was Mr. Vajpayee’s
turn to call. The Indian side pointed out that
many heads of State, including the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George Bush, who were sending as-
sistance to Gujarat were calling Mr. Vajpayee
to offer condolences. And Mr. Vajpayee was not
telephoning any foreign leader in relation to
the tragedy in Gujarat. Pakistan eventually re-
Iented and the call from Gen. Musharraf came
in just after 7 p.m.

As The Dawn put it editorially today, it did
not matter in the end “who called whom'.
Nevertheless, the reluctance in Pakistan to ac-
knowledge the fact that it was the General who
called Mr. Vajpayee may say something about
the state of political play in Islamabad.

It appears that Gen. Musharraf is indeed
keen to use the tragic moment in Gujarat to
open some communication with Mr. Vajpayee.
But, obviously, some of his advisers believe
they could either muddy the waters with false
arguments about protocol or twist facts to sug-
gest India is being forced to climb down from
the refusal to engage Gen. Musharraf unless
there was an end to cross-border terrorism.

This awful logic was reflected in an editorial
on the talk between the two leaders in another
newspaper in Pakistan, The Nation. Arguing
that India is looking for a “face-saving oppor-
tunity” to engage Gen. Musharraf, it surmised
that the earthquake in Gujarat and Pakistan’s

assistance “offered a good opening to India’f(’



_Pak. urges passports

for Hurni

yat team

rity situation in the region with

By B. Muralidhar Redd)(\gkjp‘ m/ reviewed the general secu-

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 4. Pakistan toni
urged India to issue travel docu-
ments to all the seven members of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) to enable them to visit Pa-
kistan.

In a press statement, the Pakis-
tan Foreign Office spokesman
welcomed the APHC decision to
send a delegation in response to
Pakistan's invitation to hold dis-
cussions to prepare the ground
for a tripartite dialogue to resolve
the Kashmir conflict “in accord-
ance with the aspirations of the
people of the State”.

He regretted that India had not
yet responded to the APHC Exec-
utive Council request and urged
the Indian Government to enable
the team to visit Pakistan.

During the visit, the Pakistan
Government would hold consul-
tations with the Hurriyat leaders
on all issues relevant to the
“achievement of the right of self-
determination” of the Kashmiri
people. The team would visit Pak-
Occupied Kashmir for talks with
the Government there.

There is no mention about the
intention of the Hurriyat to talk to
the Pakistan-based militant orga-
nisations.

The Nation&&?ecurity Council

special focus on Kashmir. The Pa-
kistan Chief Executive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, chaired the
meeting. It discussed the Hurriyat
visit and expressed the hope that
it would lend impetus to a tripar-
tite dialogue process.

Besides the service chiefs, the
Ministers of External Affairs, Inte-
rior, Finance and Commerce at
tended the meeting.

Sattar hopeful

In another development, the Pa-
kistan Foreign Affairs M
Mr. Abdul Sattar, express
hope that the stalled bilateral dia-
logue would resume soon.

He referred to the musings
penned by the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, and said the
views expressed give room to
hope for an early resolution of the
Kashmir dispute.

Meanwhile, a

Government

spokesman took serious excep-
tion to the reported remarks
made by the Union Sports Minis-
ter, Ms. Uma Bharti, that Pakistan
would be “wiped out of the politi-

"

cal map of the globe
He termed the r
sponsible’ and

.
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Japan’s
misgivings
cleared, says PM

NEW DELH|, FEB. 4. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has said that India’s decision
against conducting any more nu-
clear tests and its commitment of
not being the first to use atomic
weapons has cleared misgivings
of Japan that arose after the 1998
Pokhran blasts.

Citing high-level visits includ-
ing that of the Japanese Premier,
Mr. Yoshiro Mori, to India in Au-
gust last, he said although New
Delhi and Tokyo differed on secu-
rity issues, “‘there is a better ap-
preciation of our security
concerns’’ by Japan. — PTI

No to Karmapa's
Sikkim visit
PALAMPUR (Himachal Pradesh), FEB. 4.
Teenage Buddhist monk, Karma-
pa Ogyen Trinlay Dorjee, who had
fled Tibet and was given refugee
status in India, has been refused
permission to visit the Rumtek
Monastery in Sikkim, according
to sources at the headquarters of
the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader,

the Dalai Lama.

The Karmapa has also been de-
nied permission to shift his resi-
dence to the  Sherabling
Monastery near Baijnath in Kan-
gra, the sources said. — PTI



‘Talks with Pak. only
" cross-border terrorism’

CAIRO, FEB. 4. The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, has said talks with Pakistan on the

Kashmir issue can begin only when Islamabad s itOpS{v

cross-border terrorism. 1)) A

“The Government of India as initiator of dialogue
remains committed to dialogue. But it is necessary
that a conducive atmosphere be created for that,”
Mr. Singh told a press conference last night at the
conclusion of the fourth joint commission talks be-
tween India and Egypt. Q;{‘ v Lo :

“We hope that a conducive atrhdsphere shall be
created by Pakistan by not promoting cross-border
terrorism,” he told the conference, which was also
addressed by his Egyptian counterpart, Mr. Amir
Moussa.

Mzr. Singh said he had discussed the Kashmir is-
sue and efforts India was making to restore normal-
ity in the State. “We listened very carefully.

We hope that all such issues will be solved amica-
bly and peacefully,” Mr. Moussa said adding that
Egypt was keen to strengthen ties with India. “We
wish to have the best of relationships based on
unique and traditional ties we have had,” he added.

The Ministers discussed the situation in Iraq and
the Mid-East. Expressing his concern over the nega-
tive impact of globalisation on developing coun-
tries, the Egyptian Foreign Minister said, ‘India and
Egypt have agreed to discuss the issue with like-
minded countries on how to study and cope with
the repercussions of globalisation within the frame-

hen
ops

work of dialogue and not confrontation.”

He expressed condolences for the victims of the
Gujarat earthquake and said Egypt was ready to
offer any assistance that India may require.

The two countries also decided to identify new
areas of cooperation like Information Technology
and the setting-up of a fertiliser plant in Egypt. The
Ministers signed a protocol for foreign affairs con-
sultation.

The joint commission identified Information
Technology, Biotechnology, renewable energy, re-
mote sensing, satellite technology and nuclear
medicine as new areas of cooperation. The next
joint commission meeting will be held in Delhi. —
PTI

‘No n-ties with Israel’

AFP reports:

Mr. Singh today denied there was any form of
nuclear cooperation between India and Israel, the
Mena news agency reported.

Officials at the Cairo-based Arab league had ac-

)

cused India of developing or seeking to develop .

nuclear ties with Israel twice since August 1999, but |

India had denied it both times.

Mr. Singh said India had been developing its own
nuclear capabilities since 1956 without the aid of
any other country. India backed the principle of
land for peace in Arab- Israeli negotiations, he add-
ed.



Paklstan hlts Out

after

r
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New Delhi/islamabad, February 4

phoned Prime Minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee to express
sympathy for victims of the
Gujarat earthquake, Pakistani mil-
itary ruler Gen Pervez Musharraf
today launched a bitter attack on
India accusing it of "oppressive”
rule in Kashmir and demanded
permission to Hurriyat leaders to
visit Pakistan.

In a strongly-worded statement
on the eve of Kashmir Solidarity
Day, he also reiterated Pakistan's
"moral, political and diplomatic
support to the Kashmiris' struggle
to achieve the right for self-deter-
mination".

Musharraf's remarks signal the
end Of the brief honeymoon which
Indo-Pak relations enjoyed for a
. week after the quake. But the
attack on India is also a reflection
of the pressures that Pakistan's
CEO is under. The pro-Taliban
clergy, Jehadi groups and even the
ISI, do not tolerate any blurring of
the country's anti-India focus.
Extending olive branches in India's

V}“&WO DAYS after he tele-

Sharjah series off

THE ASIAN Cricket Foundation
has decided to call off the tri-
series in Sharjah, scheduled to
have been held from February 8

Pakistani cricket boards have-
not confirmed their participa-
tion yet. The meet was meant
to be fund-raiser for the earth-
quake victims in Gujarat.
Detailed report on Page 17

to 11, as the Indian and {

Team for Kashmw

PRIME MINISTER A B Vajpayge:
on Sunday deputed a. four-
member team to visit Jammu
and Kashmir in the wake of
yesterday's killings of six Sikhs
in Mahjoornagar area of
Srinagar. The delegation will be
led by Chemical and Fertilisers
Minister S S Dhindsa of the
Akali Dal.

Detailed report on Page 7

direction is fraught with danger for
anyone ruling Pakistan.

This is something of a reversal of
roles for General Musharraf.
When deposed Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz and Atal Behari
Vajpayye were planning the
Lahore bus yatra, Musharraf and
his coterie of generals were plan-
ning Kargil: the argument being
India and Pakistan were getting
too cosy.

For Pakistan's influential hardlin-
ers, there was a danger of that hap-
pening after the Gujarat earth-
quake. Sending two relief aircraft
and making a phone call seems to

have been enough provocation for
the hawks. Musharraf had no
choice but to mollify them: "The
Kashmir dispute is not a territorial
dispute between the two countries. |
It is about the right of the people
of Kashmir to decide their future
by themselves," he said.

The statement seems timed
to coincide with a shift in focus
within Kashmir. There was a brief
lull in terrorist activities in the
Valley after the ‘earthquake, but
Saturday saw the massacre of six
Sikhs in Mahjoornagar. From all
accounts, it's back to business as
usual. /
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FIRST, ERE was a plane-load of relief material from
Pakistan. Rhen, a decision in favour of India-Pakistan cricket
matches (aldng with Bangladesh) to raise money for the quake
victims. And now the first conversation between Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and General Pervez Musharraf
on the calamity in Gujarat. Even if it has taken India’s worst
; disaster in decades to take the sting out Indo-Pak hostility —
| even momentarily — it is a development which needs to be wel-
comed. If Pakistan made the first move, it was the obvious one.
When the whole world was rushing in with men and material to
“help a devastated region, our next door neighbour, which also
felt a mild tremor, could hardly remain unmoved. The human-
itarian gesture by Pakistan was well received by the
Government and the people of India if only because it reaf-
| firmed the basic premise of civilised human behaviour — help
' for the needy especially in an area of natural disaster.

Like the first step, the second was also an obvious one. No
other event in this part of the world has as much potential for
raising funds as an India-Pakistan cricket match. Sharjah, too, !
was an automatic choice because of the huge population of
Indians and Pakistanis there who would undoubtedly like to
make generous contributions to the relief fund. It was only to
be expected that the contest will be a subcontinental affair, with

. Bangladesh being the other participant. What is noteworthy,
however, is that only a few months ago, India had cancelled its
proposed tour of Pakistan because of the less than friendly rela-
tions between the two countries. But that is history now as the
exigencies of a noble cause have ensured that the captains of
the two teams will shake hands again. ,

General Musharraf’s phone call to Mr Vajpayee was a natur-
al corollary to the sending of relief material which, as the Prime
Minister pointed out, has been “greatly appreciated” by the .
people of India. In recent months, India has been giving the
impression that it is no longer as unwilling to talk to a Pakistani
military ruler as when it held the view that a dictator who had [

f

—-.

usurped power could not take part in a SAARC meeting. The
situation is somewhat different now in view of India’s unilater-
al offer of cease-fire in Kashmir and the toning down of hostile
| Pakistani activity at the Line of Control. In the context of this
marginal improvement in ties, the latest contact between the
two top leaders, despite its strictlyformal nature, should help in
sustaining the thaw — provided'the jehadis do not persist with
their murderous offensive.
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/ Dalmiya abandons plan before Delhi strikes

Sharj ah series sinks

BY

KENDRA PRATAP SAHI
\

Calcutta, Feb, 4: Without wait-
ing for the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) to
convey the Indian govern-
ment’s “no” to the fund-rais-
ing tri-series in Sharjah, the
{ Asian Cricket Foundation
(ACF) has called off the Febru-
i ary 8-11 event in Sharjah.

The ACF chairman, Jagmo-
han Dalmiya, this evening wrote
to all three boards — India, Pak-
istan and Bangladesh — that
while he is thankful they agreed
to help raise funds for Gujarat’s
victims, the absence of a written
confirmation from India (and
Pakistan), till today, meant the
tri-series couldn’t now {ake off.

New Delhi is expected to for-
mally reject the Indian board’s ap-
plication tomorrow. A written
confirmation, though, was expect-

ed any minute from Pakistan.
That alone wouldn’t have helped.

Only the Bangladesh board
quickly forwarded confirmation
but, then, Bangladesh isn't a fac-
tor in the larger game being
played. Not by the ACF, which op-
erates under the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC)umbrella, but some
top-bracket Indian politicians.

Though Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was initially
keen that the trip go ahead, he
backtracked ance a most powerful
ministerial colleague voiced
strong objections.

Among other things, this min-
ister talked about Sharjah’s prox-
imity to Dubai, where mafia dons
inimical to India have dropped an-

on the Indian connection with the
ACC and the ACF. This couldn’t
have pleased Dalmiya, who has
been pushed into another contro-
versy even though his initiative
should have been welcomed.

In any case, the claim in a New
Delhi daily that Dawood Ibrahim
and Co. would contribute fifty per
cent of the Rs 20 crore “guarante-
ed” by the Cricketers Benefit Fu-
nd Series (CBFS), the hosts, has
baffled the ACF and infuriated the
CBFS. “We, not the CBFS, reached
the figure of Rs 20 crore taking
into account the award of telecast
and sponsorship rights (by the
ACF) and the revenue to be ac-
crued from in-stadia advertising
and gate receipts,” the city-based

chor. In other words, “on groundes-.Halmiya told The Telegraph.

of national interest,” the team
ought not to go.

Significantly, the Union home
ministry yesterday “ran a check”

He added: “In fact, awarding
the telecast and sponsorship
rights (to Zee) had alone fetched
$ 4 miltion, or over Rs 18 crore...”

So much for the underworld’s
Rs 10 crore contribution.

Contacted in Sharjah, CBFS
president Qasim Noorani said he
was appalled at any suggestion
that the underworld had made in-
roads into the CBFS.

“I firmly deny such a link...
Anybody can make an allegation.
But, what’s the proof?” he coun-
tered, speaking exclusively.

Noorani added the CBFS has
already instituted a three-mem-
ber body to probe into the Shar-
jah-specific allegations which
keep flying around. Clive Lloyd is
on the commission which has a
March 31 deadline.

Meanwhile, tomorrow’s selec-
tion committee meeting in Mum-
bai will now be limited to picking
India A to play Australia. And, the
on-off-on conditioning camp in

Chennai will get underway
Wednesday.
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‘Benazir hails India’s
‘proactive’ role in J&K

WASHINGTON: Former Pakistani  soft, allowing free movement
‘ prime minister across the borders with a view to
Benazir Bhutto fostering better understanding be-
has hailed the tween the two people which, in the
emerging peace long run, would help facilitate a
process between permanent settlement.
India and Pak- The PPP leader spoke at length
istan on Kashmir, on the “utter failure” of Pakistan’s
favouring the In-  military regime on all fronts, push-
dian govern- ing the country into a deep eco- -
< ment’s initiatives nomic and political crisis.. It .
Benazir Bhutto the overall in- usurped power; in October 1999,
terest of peace anci\%agurg yinthe promising “accountability, eco-

. region. nomic revival and a new leader-

. Theexiled leader of the aklstam ship.” The military had miserably

1 People’s Party (PPP), who is cur- failed to redeem its pledges, she

i rently on a visit to the US., approv- added.
ingly referred to the Indian govern- Ms Bhutto supported her PPP’s
ment’s “proactive” role in Kashmir  participation in the all-party )
after the then U.S. president Bill movement for revival of democra-

. Clinton’s trip to South Asia in ¢y in Pakistan. Time was propi- °

March last year. f AL tious for such a struggle, she said.
She shared Washing bn's Yiew The Army must return to barracks,

that the Kashmir situation was leaving the management of na-

! “very dangerous” and called forur- tional affairs to the people in
gent steps at crisis management, keeping with the global trend, she
pending the full and final s lutlo said.
to the dispute. According to PPP sources, Ms

She referred to India’s ifisit€nce  Bhutto is exerting pressure on the
on treating the Line of Cqntrol U.S. administration to force Pak-
(LoC) in Kashmir as a perm3nent  istan’s military ruler Gen Pervez
border and Pakistan’s disagree- Musharraf advance the timetable
ment and said both countries, s an  for transition to ciyilian rule this
interim step, should make bor{lers  year. (agencies) /

e
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Let’s carry it forward,
says Pakistan w#

By B. Muralidhar Reddy 3(\9 - %

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 3. The Pakistan Government today
underlined the need to build on the first ever direct
contact between the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Mushasraf, and the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
pavee, even as the Pakistan-based militant group,
i.ashkar-e-1aiba, claimed to have killed nine Indian
soldiers in an attack on an Army camp in Kashmir on
Friday night.

fhe Director-General of Inter-Services Public Re-
iations and Press Secretary to the Pakistan Chief Ex-
ecuuve, Maj. Gen. Rashid Qureshi, described the
telephonic contact between Gen. Musharraf and Mr.
Vajpayee on Friday as a “‘positive development for
peace’ that needed to be carried forward.

Talking to The Hindu on phone, Maj. Gen. Qureshi
said for a long time Pakistan has been indicating its
“readiness and willingness” to resolve the most crit-
icai issues between India and Pakistan by peaceful
means.

He said the invitation extended to the executive of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference to visit Pakistan
for talks, the observance of maximum restraint on
the Line ot Control and partial withdrawal of troops
from the International Border were all measures in-
tended to lead towards the process of dialogue to
resolve all differences between India and Pakistan,
including on Kashmir.

Maj. Gen. Qureshi said that “these are all indica-

© tions of Pakistan’s desire to resume the stalled dia-
. logue. By offering relief to those affected in the
+ unfortunate tragedy in Gujarat the Pakistan Govern-
. ment has once again shown that it is keen on resto-
- ratien of normal ties with India.”

He said if Pakistan and India could come together

| to share the grief in tragedy, they could certainly get
¢ down to resolve their differences. “After all it is hu-

man suffering in Kashmir too.”

“spokesperson said the desire expressed by
/Musharraf and Mr. Vajpayee to keep open the

1 chéinnel of communication was a good sign. “Itis a

ood omen for peace and if someone is genuinely

interested in peace and resolution of the main prob-
lem, he must build on this opportunity.”

Positive step, says Hizb

PTI reports:

In Srinagar, the pro-Pakistan Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
today welcomed the telephonic talks between Gen.
Musharraf and Mr. Vajpayee and said it was ready to
cooperate with every positive step taken by the two
countries to resolve the Kashmir issue. Though
Kashmir did not figure in yesterday’s telephonic
talk, it was an important development in the back-
drop of “extremely strained relations” between the
two countries, particularly in the past two years, top
Hizb leader, Mr. Abdul Majid Dar, said here.

The new development had generated fresh expec-
tations that rulers of the two countries had the ca-
pacity and wisdom to address the Kashmir issue, he
said.' The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen is ready to discharge
its responsibilities towards every concrete and posi-
tive step taken by India and Pakistan towards resolv-
ing the issue,”” Mr. Dar, chief commander of the
outfit, said. *‘We will not lag behind and will certain-
ly contribute positively to each and every step at
resolving the issue.”

Praise from Farooq

In New Delhi, the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, too hailed the “breaking
the ice” and hoped that militant outfits would follow
suit and ensure peace in the State. He said the talks
between Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf should
be translated into new dawn of peace so that “‘peo-
ple in Kashmir could breathe in peace”.

About the proposed visit of the Hurriyat leaders to
Pakistan, Dr. Abdullah said “if they want to go they
should be allowed, and these people should rope in
organisations such as the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and
Lashkar-e-Taiba to ensure peace irt the region.”

The Chief Minister, however, made it clear that
the autonomy resolution proposed by his Govern-
ment would continue to be the demand of his ad-
ministration. I am here to ensure that this demand,
an actual voice of people of Kashmir, will see the

light of the day.”/
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J&K in freezer as
Mushartaf, PM
discuss Gujarat

¢ vl

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI,
General Pervez

Feb. 2.
Musharraf

" called up Mr AB Vajpayee this

' was the

evening and conveyed his
sympathy at the huge loss of
life in the earthquake.

But to all appearances, the
conversation was confined to
Gujarat — Kashmir found no
mention.

The diplomatic ice between the

Ms?}i"”\,
phere has to be created.”

What exactly would he
discuss with the military ruler?
Mr Vajpayee said: “At this
juncture, it will be Gujarat.”

The conversation lasted over
five minutes, during which the
Prime Minister assured the
general of India’s “continuing
desire to build a good neigh-
bourly relationship with Pakis-

tan”. He thanked Mr Musharraf :

for Pakistan’s quake assistance

two nations
was, however,
broken. This
first
time the Pakis-
tan chief execu-
tive and the In-
dian Prime Mi-
nister had spo-
ken to each

CHENNAI, Feb. 2. — The
earthquake hasn't only brok-
en the diplomatic ice between
India and Pakistan, it will
bring them together on the
cricket field too. India, Pak- |
-istan and Bangladesh will
other since the | play a triangular series in
military ruler  Sharjah from 8 to 11 Febru-
came to power | ary to raise funds for the
in October.1999. | Gujarat victims. The Centre

and said the
people of India
appreciated the
gesture.

The Prime
Minister told
reporters that
the controversy
over (whether
India  would
accept) relief
from Pakistan

had no basis — |'
it was mere

confusion.

Earlier today, J has okayed the move, the
at ‘a function, | BCCI secretary said. — PTI

the Prime Min- L——————
ister had said:
arraf would possibly talk to me
over the phone today. This is
also a way out.

“It would be worthwhile if a
way is found out of sufferings
and contacts are re-established.
Sharing of grief always helps in
removing bitterness and in
bringing people together.”

Is there a chance of a possible
dialogue? The Prime Minister
had replied: “We always favour
talks, for which a right atmos-

“Gen. Mush- )

There was
-~ ~——— - another confu-
sion in the Pakistan High
Commission here today — over
whether Mr Vajpayee had
called up Gen. Musharraf, or
whether it was the other way
round. A Pakistani diplomat
said the information they had
till 5 p.m. from various Indian
sources was “Vajpayee called
up Musharraf’. Mr Vajpayee
also received a call from Mr Bill
Clinton. Mr Clinton asked for
suggestions on how help could

be gftiei?dt_ecirmore eﬁ'ective%

P
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Gen. Musharraf’s call

revives hopes of a thaw
in Indo-Pak }elatlons

The Times of india News Service

NEW DELHLI: It took an earthquake for
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
General Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan to
break the silence. Gen Musharraf telephoned
the Prime Minister on Friday—the first time
the two leaders have spoken since the gener-
al seized power in October 1999.

The five-minute call from Pakistan’s chief
executive was to convey his country’s sympa-
thy at the great loss of life and destruction
caused by the Gujarat earth-
quake. The Prime Minister
thanked Gen Musharraf for
Pakistan’s assistance and
said, “This gesture was
greatly appreciated by the
people of India.”” An exter-
nal affairs ministry
spokesman said the Prime
Minister assured Gen
Musharraf of India’s continuing desire to
build good neighbourly relations with
Pakistan. The two leaders spoke in Hindi.

Earlier, on Friday morning, Mr Vajpayee,
who indicated he would later be speaking to
Gen Musharraf, said, “We’ll talk about
Gujarat. I have always been in favour of a dia-
logue. It is important to create the right
atmosphere for fruitful talks, and this gesture
on Pakistan’s part (and our accepting it) cre-
ates an opportunity.

“There were some people who had wrong
notions about Pakistan’s offer to help the
carthquake victims. And the media played
this up. But we are willing to take help from
anyone,” Mr Vajpayee said at a function at his
residence, adding, “I will be talking to Gen
Musharraf later in the day. When people

I
re sorrows, they are reduced.” \\ X

Islamabad has already flown in blankets
and tents to Ahmedabad. It is for the first
time in several decades that Pakistani Air
Force planes have flown into India.

The telephone call and the Prime Minister’s
words have revived hopes of a thaw in India-
Pakistan relations, and the possibilities of this
leading to something more. It is well-known
that Mr Vajpayee is keen on improving rela-
tions with Pakistan, but only on the condition
that the latter stops sending
armed militants across the
border. The ceasefire exten- 4|
sion in Kashmir has been a
good starter, but the contin-
uing violence has dampened
Spirits.

Former US. president Bill
Clinton rang up the PM on

' Friday morning to ask
whether he could in any way help the victims
of the quake. “I told him that he could ask the
many Indians now settled in the U.S. to adopt
some of the affected villages,” Mr Vajpayee
said. “This is just an instance of the sponta-
neous help and sympathy pouring in from the
rest of the world. After all, Mr Clinton does
not have anything to do with politics now.”

Meanwhile, an Indian official here said not
much should be read into Gen. Musharraf’s
call. “Don’t get carried away by a message of
sympathy. The general has telephoned, but so
have many other world leaders, including U.S.
President George Bush and Bill Clinton. The |
situation on the ground must change if India !
and Pakistan are to e composite talks, |
and as of today, g much has happened,”

he said. P
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ISLAMABAD, FEB. 2. A week after the Guj-
arat-earthquake, hundreds of distraught
Pakistanis are enduring an agonising
wait for visas to visit their loved ones
across the border.

Queuing up outside the Indian High
Commission here, many do not know
whether their friends and relatives are
dead or alive. “We have been trying to
contact them in Bhuyj since the time we
heard about the quake and we still have
no information, ” said 50-year-old Ab-
dul Qadir. “We hope the High Commis-
sion will give us visas enabling us to go
and see for ourselves how they are,”he
said. Qadir’s elder brother, Abdul Razagq,
was muttering prayers as he waited pa-
tiently in the cold morning air for his
turn to apply for a visa.

“At the time of partition, our father
decided to come to Karachi while the
rest of the family decided to stay back.
Our uncles, aunts and cousins are
there,” Razaq said.

Ahmed Hussain and his wife have
brothers and sisters in Ahmedabad
whom they had Jeft behind after parti-

1 Quake brings Pakistanis, Indians together

-7

tion. “We have been tﬁlg that e will get
a visa for Mumbai only. We will be re-
quired to get a special permit to travel to
Ahmedabad. This will not be easy be-
cause they give only a 15-day visa and it
is tough to get an extension,” Husgaf
said. )

Bilgees Bano, a middl¢-
from Karachi, wants to vigit Ahmedabad
with her husband, two] sons and a
daughter. “A number of our relatives
live near the old hospital in Ahmedabad.
We heard that they were ok and there
was not much damage to that area. But
our anxiety will be put to rest only once
we have seen them for ourselves.”

An Indian High Commission spokes-
person said all such visa requests were
being pushed through as fast as possi-
ble. “We are aware of the situation and
are considering such applications sym-
pathetically and on an urgent basis,” he
said.

Applicants are required to show invi-
tations from ihe other side, and usually
important occasions such as deaths and

marriages are enough. — AFP/
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ceasefire is a pylifical decision

but requires detailed, well-
analysed, military ag well as politi-
cal inputs. Intelligence serves both
factors. In the present situation, it is
a tactical move as part of a long-
term strategy. The objective is to ad-
dress the people of Jammu and
Kashmir (and India), the law and
order situation in the state, the gov-
ernment of Pakistan and the world
community that would like to see a
reduction of tension between India
and Pakistan and a solution to the
Kashmir problem.

Everyone wants India and
Pakistan to resume a dialogue.
Neighbours do not benefit from
continuous hostility. India would be
agreeable to the dialogue provided
Pakistan removes the ‘militancy
gun’ from Jammu and Kashmir. A
very reasonable condition. What
has Pakistan done after Lahore so
far? The initiation of the Kargil war,
removal of the political leadership
which initiated ‘Lahore’, hijacking
of IC 814, scuttling of talks with the
Hizbul Mujahideen, continued at-
tacks on soft targets, Fidayeen at-
tacks on security forces, the Red
Fort incident and so on.

We, therefore, do need to ascer-
tain whether Pakistan’s chief execu-
tive is in control of elements causing
and supporting terrorism or not?
How sincere is he about a political
dialogue, reduction in tension or a
solution? Or is all this just a facade
to acquire some international and
domestic credibility and legitimacy
for himself? 1 believe that two
months of ceasefire was not enough
to make a visibly sincere and practi-
cal effort for this purpose. This win-
dow of opportunity which has been
created deliberately and carefully
for both countries should be utilised
properly for the sake of peace.

Let us look at the military consid-
erations. After Kargil, Pakistan-
supported terrorist operations
started gathering momentum from
September 1999. In November that
year, the Pakistani military as-
sumed greater control of the jihadi
terrorists resulting in intensification
of their activities.

There are three dimensions of
military operations; counter-infil-
tration measures along the Line of
Control, anti-terrorist operations in
the hinterland, and the healing
touch. We have always laid greater
stress on counter-infiltration mea-
sures along the LoC. This involves
leaving smaller or no gaps between
defences — the density of troops
was increased further after Kargil
— domination of the LoC to block
the movement of jihadi terrorists
and creating a strong intelligence

By VP MALIK Q

and surveillance network. Pa-
trolling and laying of ambushes in
suspected areas is intensified. Fire
support to jihadi terrorists by Pak-
istani troops is responded to in
equal measure. Such operations are
bound to cause greater attrition on
the military and civilians on both
sides of the LoC. Although Pak-
istani troops and terrorists suffered
fairly heavy casualties, the fact is
that such high intensity operations
along the LoC cannot be sustained
for long. So after achieving the ‘pos-
sible’ objective, we could afford to
bring down the ‘temperature’ along
the border during the winter.
Sustained operations in the hin-
terland too started showing better
results and a dent in the terrorists’
morale. The number of terrorists
killed rose steadily reaching an all-
time high of over 225 terrorists
killed in October 2000 alone. But
such a level of military activities
and pressures is not without any
negative impact on the civilians’
morale. The public suffers more on

= IN BRIEF ———

¢ Pakistan stepped up hostili-
ties after Lahore

e |ndia’s operations have made
a dent in the terrorists’
morale

 Aunilateral ceasefire without
adequate response cannot
continue indefinitely

both sides. People in J&K are tired
of terrorist-related violence; harass-
ment and inconvenience caused
due to security force operations.
Recall the positive public response
when it was decided to call off of-
fensive operations against the
Hizbul Mujahideen in the summer
of 2000.

Some Fidayeen attacks notwith-
standing, a fair degree of opera-
tional ascendancy was achieved by
the security forces before Ramzan
and the winter closure of trans-LoC
movement, north of the Pir Panjal
range. Politically and militarily, that
was an appropriate time to declare
a ceasefire, give relief to the largely
innocent public, and to test the wa-
ters with Pakistan and the terrorists
inside J&K. Winning the hearts and
minds of the populace is of prime
importance. The prime minister’s
second initiative last year, there-
fore, was well-timed. We have
gained greater public support and
international appreciation for our
efforts. It is hoped that the state
government has been, and will,
exploit fully this opportunity to
show and deliver good administra-

tion in meeting the basic needs of
its people. The successful comple-
tion of the panchayat elections
augers well for future.

But a unilateral ceasefire without
adequate positive response can nei-
ther last long nor should it be per-
mitted to. So far, there is hardly any
positive response from Pakistan.
Even on the LoC, the firing has re-
duced but infiltration goes on. On
January 21,2001, the army killed six
jihadi terrorists in the Akhnoor sec-
tor. If the Pakistani military does
not wish to stop, or cannot stop in-
filtration, is there any point in a
dialogue with the present military
government? We should be able
to gauge its ability or sincerity
shortly, before redeploying forces
for the summer.

In the past month, there has been
a lot of media hype over the Hur-
riyat, which appears to have more
support in Pakistan than in J&K.
The Hurriyat represents a small
segment of the Kashmiri popula-
tion. Its own divided house, a con-
sistent confrontationist stance in
India and its negative response to
our ceasefire is gradually making its
proposed trip to Pakistan redun-
dant. I do hope that the Hurriyat
leadership realises this.

The people in Pakistan, particu-
larly some ISI officers, are prone to
underestimating the strength and
resilience of the Indian political sys-
teﬁn, its economy and its armed
forces, and thus taking wrong initia-
tives/decisions some times. I recall
soxme articles by a former director
gemneral of the ISI in March 1999,
just before the Kargil war. It
happened in 1965 too. Similar
perceptions are being bandied
about in Pakistan once again. This
unnecessary machismo is well
known. We should not forget that
‘one underestimates the adversary
atone’s own peril’.

At this time, it is not only the peo-
i¢ of Pakistan and India, particu-
fly those of Jammu and Kashmir,
who are anxiously watching and
waiting for the next move but also
the international community. Con-
sidering its current political image,
charged social environment and the
state of the economy, Pakistan’s
stpkes are much higher. Unfortu-
nately, one consistent weakness on
it$ side has been to give greater
weightage to tactical moves and
forget the strategy, or the larger pic-
ture and long-term interests. Let us
see what happens this time around.

ef of

(The author is a former
th:: army staff)
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Pak set to send m

Mubashir Zaidi

fal cabinet meeting that expressed

\A( A\
lslamabad, February 11" A A \ deep sorrow at the loss of life and

PAKISTAN WAS ready to s‘ﬁd
more help, if needed, in the form

of medicines and relief goods for -

the Gujarat carthquake victims,
newspapers quoting government
officials said today. The last of the
three Pakistan air force aircraft
carrying relief goods left for
Ahmedabad today.

"Once the third consignment
reaches Ahmedabad, we will again
contact Indian authorities to ask
them if they need any further assis-
tance from Pakistan. If India

responds positively, the govern- -

ment will discuss with New Delhi
what to send there," an official told
The News.

Pakistan's latest offer came as
Chief Executive General Pervez
Musharraf yesterday chaired a spe-

property in the devastating earth-
quake in India.

An official press release quoted
General Musharraf as describing
the earthquake as a great human
tragedy for India. He extended his
sympathies to the people of India
"in their hour of grief’.

The cabinet observed that
Pakistan would not hesitate to
send more relief goods to the
quake victims if India so desired.

In what was described as a good-
will gesture, Pakistan had sent 600
tents and<7,500 blankets to India.

The Pakistani media expressed
happiness that both Pakistan and
India had put aside their differ-
ences. "In this hour of tragedy, it is
most heartening that India and
Pakistan have put aside their dif-
ferences and come together to

or %ﬁ,

aterial

the earthquake victims.
Pakistan by offering relief goods
and India by accepting the offer,
have broken the ice which had
marked their frosty relations since
the Kargil episode. It is a positive
development that they have put
politics aside at a time of wide-
spread human suffering when sav- -
ing lives and providing relief and
succour to the distressed multitude
should be the first priority of gov-
ernments and citizens alike,” Dawn
stated in today's editorial.

The newspaper said it would be
another good gesture on the part
of Pakistan if Islamabad offered to
co-operate with Delhi for any long-
term reconstruction programme
for quake-ravaged Gujarat.

"The contiguity of Gujarat with
Sindh's easteen districts calls for
greater co-operation in geological
and seismic matters," it said.

THE HINDUSTAN Th:
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LoC as the border, says
Farooq Abdullah”-%, 1

The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: Chief minister Farooq
. Abdullah  said
here on Thursday
that the only way
to bring peace in
Jammu and Kash-
mir was through
the process of
talks.
. In his presiden-
Farooq Abduilah tial address dur-
ing the third
Amar Kapoor memorial lecture,
he, however, added that the state
would not be allowed to be
bartered away to buy peace with
Pakistan. He said: “Nothing is going
to Pakistan, and they will have to
accept the Line of Control (LoC)
as the final border (which he has
been advocating as the best solu-
tion).”

Farooq said, “The only way is by
talking even to our worst enemies,”
adding: “Those once up-in-arms
against India are today ready for
talks, and this change of stance
should be welcomed.”

He said he had supported the

ceasefire, but the militantstad not
reciprocated and then I lost
hope”. He added: “But we have to
begin the process of talks and see

where it will lead us to.i\,:)ﬂ RN
The CM said even the Hurriyat

had seen the “reality on the ground,
that the people were sick of mili-
tancy”. He said the talks process

had to be conducted in Kashmir, |

Jammu and Ladakh. “Even the as-
pirations of the people of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir are not to be ig-
nored,” he said.

Farooq said: “Pakistan took ad-
vantage of some disgruntled ele-
ments in Kashmir to brutalise the
situation there, we should also have
done the same in PoK. We should
have helped the people in PoK,
who have no freedom to express
themselves as is afforded by India.”

In his memorial lecture on the
theme, “Kashmir — the way
ahead,” officer on special duty in
the PMO A S. Dulat, who empha-
sised that he was speaking in his
private capacity, said: “The destiny
of India must ultimately lie with the
Kashmiris.” //

~
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“Pak offer of rghef

Isa tactlch move’ ccv :

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s offer of
aid to quake-hit India will do noth-
ing to resolve their decades-old ri-
valry, but analysts here said on
Tuesday it could provide a badly
needed tactical victory for Islam-
abad’s image abroad.

After sitting ofi the tarmac for
several days, a Pakistan Air Ferce
C-130 aircraft left here on Tuesday
morning carrying tents and blan-
kets for earthquake victims in In-
dia.

Onvits way to the quake zone, the
aid will cross a border bnstlmg wuh
guns and ani-
mosities,  the
legacy of the
neighbours’
three wars since
their bloody par-
tition in 1947.

The fact that
aid from Europe
arrived in India
before assis-
tance from Pak-
istan, just a few hours away, is evi-
dence of the diplomatic horse-trad-
ing that befuddles every step in bi-
lateral rejations.

Its belated departure on Tuesday
came after India contradicted
claims by Pakistani military ruler
Gen Pervez Musharraf that New
Delhi had rejected the assistance. “1
did offer help but their response
was a little unfortunate. They said
they have plenty at home. They
thanked us,” the General said on
Monday. Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee later said he would

accept aid from “anywhere,” in-
cluding Pakistan.

“The world should realise that
Pakistan is not always hostile to In-
dia. The relief offer will help the
world know that we believe in har-
monious and good relations and it
is only fair to expect reciprocal ges-
tures from India,” Quaid-1-Azam
University historian Aslam Syed
said here. “It should be taken in it-
self as a ground-breaking move for
improving relations.”

The diplomatic stakes are higher
than usual amid ongoing peace
moves on both
- sides of the bor-
g der to resolve

. the  festering
Kashmir dispute.
- India has

claimed the
| moral high-
ground and the
- upper hand in
world  opinion
* with a series of
ceaseﬁres in the divided Himalayan
state, although it has yet to agree to
Pakistan’s repeated calls for dia-
logue.

Retired foreign ministry secre-
tary general Akram Zaki said Is-
lamabad’s magnanimity “may help
on the diplomatic front, or it may
not atall.”

“I believe politics will take its
own course ... The move may help
make a good impact in general and
may lead to a softening of the
stance somewhat, but I am not very

f

hopeful,” Mr Zaki said. (AFP) P
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Senazir to accept
international

0
Dubai, January 27 X&/\’ \ q%\ \

IN A significant turnaround, former

P%kistan
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has said she was

willing to accept the Line of Control (LoC) as
international boundary between India and Pakistan, if
that is what the Hurriyat Conference, an umbrella
body of Kashmiri separatists groups, wants.

However, such a move would trigger off a backlash
from armed militants who are waging a ‘jihad' (holy
war) in Kashmir, the Pakistan People's Party supremo
told Dubai-based Gulf News in an exclusive interview
in London, published today.

“There are some who tell me that the LoC should be
made an international boundary and if that is what the
all party Hurriyat Conference wants, I may not like it
but I will accept it because at the end we have to go
with the Kashmiris,” she said.

“However, I think there will be a backlash against
that because we still have people who are armed, who
have been fighting the jihad and there would be a
reaction against it,” Bhutto said.

She said her party had proposed “soft borders” to
enable people travel across without prejudice to the

LoC as

boundary

UN Security Council resolations and without making
the LoC an international boundary, but added that
she will go by the Hurriyat decision. “Let us begin with
participatory democracy in the Kashmir Valley,” she
said, adding “we have participatory democracy to a
certain degree in POK although it is very much under
the control of the centre.”

“ et the divided people of Kashmir start meeting
each other and that can lead to greater understanding
and then that can lead to a solution in due course,”
Bhutto said.

1t is significant that an influential Pakistani leader
like Bhutto has veered round to agreeing to the LoC
being recognised as international boundary, a view
expressed earlier by Jammu apnd Kashmir Chief
Minister and National Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah. Bhutto said she was anxious to return to her
country but that had to be part of a political move-
ment. She said she owed it to “this country (Pakistan)
to make a bid for Prime Minister a third time around”.
She said improved ties between PPP and Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League was still ible if the two
parties “respect each other rp#fer than seek each
other's annihilation”. (PT])
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f /Aﬁ analysns of the challenge to lndla s positian in. Kasfirhir must focus on the external and
internal dimensions of the issue and the complex linkage between the two

UNHOL

FANATIC is said to be
one who redoubles his
ffort when he loses
sight of his goal. Nothing in
recent history has brought so
much ignominy to Pakistan
as the wanton acts of its
Jehadi fanatics who are wag-
| ing a war against India in
| Allah’s name. Having been *
| taken by surprise by the
| Kashmiri people’s warm res-
I ponse to Prime Minister Vaj-
| payee’s peace overtures and
the Indian security forces’
| steadfast adherence to the
! ongoing ceasefire in the face
i of grave provocation, Pakis-
| tan’s Islamist fundamenta-
4 lists have redoubled their
| efforts to strike terror in the
| hearts and minds of the
people of J&K.
i Any analysis of the challen-
i ge to India’s position in
| Kashmir must focus on the
. external and the internal di-
mensions of the issue and the
complex linkage between the
two. The management of the
militancy in J&K is firmly in
the hands of Pakistan’s ISI-
sponsored and controlled
fundamentalist Islamist or-
ganisations that are employ-
ing mercenary fanatics as
: their tools of terror. The
virulence of their* campaign
of hatred and intolerance has
no parallel in the long history
of religious bigotry. The moot
point is, how much leverage
does the ISI still have with
its progeny, or is it another
case of having produced a
Frankenstein’s monster?
The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
chief, Maulana Farooq Kash-
miri, has been shouting from
‘he rooftops and thundering
luring Friday prayers that
Kashmir can be liberated
>nly through jehad and those
who believe in dialogue with
India are deluding them-
selves. Hafiz Mohammad Sa-
yeed of the Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) that masterminded the
Red Fort atfack, said at an
iftaar gathering in Isla-
mabad, “Had the Pakistan
government, preferred jehad
to talks, there would be no
Kashmir problem.” He des-
cribed the ceasefire along the
X450 as ridiculous. The terror
tactits of Maulana Masood
Azhar of Jaish-e-Mohammad
continue unabated. In league
with the LeT, the Maulana’s
zealots have vowed to launch

The author is former Senior
Fellow, Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New
" Delhi.

" years.

more fidayeen attacks on the
security forces and have even
threatened the Indian Prime
Minister.

General Musharraf himself
is under attack from the mu-
llahs who run Pakistan’s
Jehad factories and continues
_to face serious internal thr-
* eaté to his legitimacy. In an
unprecedented statement,
Qazi Hussain Ahmed, leader
of the Jamaat-e-Islami, has

Y

m ET KANWAL

Kashmir, the Pakistan gov-
ernment has over the years
conferred a certain legitima-
cy on their functioning. Mus-
harrafs task made doubly
difficult by the Islamist hard-
liners within the army who
are openly sympathetic to
the jehadis’ ex-
tremist agendas.

The external-in-

Musharraf is acutely
conscious that pursuing a holy
war against India is all that is

keeping the hardliners from
fomenting jehad to home

made bold to describe Mus-
harraf as a security risk to
Pakistan and called upon
other Pakistani Generals to
sack him for his soft line on
Kashmir. Akram Awan’s
Tanzeem-ul-Tkhwan is a far-
right Islamic group compri-
sing mainly retired Pakistani
army officers with its tenta-
cles spreading rapidly in the
increasingly Talibanised
Pakistan Army. Awan has
ordered Musharraf to estab-
lish the Shariah system in
Pakistan by 7 March 2001 or
it will be imposed by force.
Akram has also demanded
that Musharraf should ex-
tend full support to the Jehad
in Kashmir.

Musharraf has no option
but to tread warily. He is
acutely conscious that pur-
suing a holy war against
India is all that is keeping

the fundamentalist hard-'

liners from fomenting jehad
at home. Thousands of ar-
med, impoverished zealots
are being trained in nume-
rous madrasas that dot the

moffussil areas. These jehad
“factories are turning out

more recruits than can be
absorbed by all the pan-Isla-
mic movements from Bosnia
and Chechnya through Af-
ghanistan to Kashmir and
Xinjiang. To add to Musha-
rraf's woes, the Taliban,
Pakistan’s proteges in Afgha-
nistan, have trained over
50,000 foot soldiers of Islam
from 55 countries in recent
Having bankrolled
and armed the jehadi orga-
nisations to recruit holy war-
riors for Afghanistan and

ternal linkage
spans the ebb

recent interview to The
Dawn that the Hurriyat lea-
ders had no mandate for
asking the militants to res-
pect the ceasefire. However,
despite periodic denials to
the contrary, his views are
quite obviously not fully
reciprocated by Abdul Majid
Dar, the Hizbul’s field com-

and flow of the relationship

between the political and

militant organisations in
J&K and their handlers, sup-
porters and critics in Pak-
istan. The All Party Hurriyat
Conference is split between
its pro-Pakistan, pro-azadi
and, the relatively fewer,
pro-autonomy elements and
is unable to agree on even
nominating a team to
proceed to Pakistan for talks.
Its chairman, Abdul Ghani
Bhat, has been condemned
by Pakistan’s Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen for stating that
the people of Kashmir cannot
afford more sacrifices. The
present ceasefire has been
unequivocally welcomed by
Yaseen Malik of the JKLF,
Abdul Ghani Lone, Mirwaiz
Omar Farooq and chairman
Bhat. The ailing Ali Shah
Geelani, who now remains

~the solitary supporter of a-

merger with Pakistan, does
not suppor® the ceasefire.
The fissures between the
India and Pakistan-based
groups of Hizbul Mujahideen
are also evident. The Hizbul
is pro-Pakistan, as is its
parent organisation, the
Jamaat-e-Islami in Kashmir.
Its Muzaffarabad-Islamabad
based chief, Syed Salah-
uddin, wants India to recog-
nise that Pakistan is a party
to the Kashmir dispute, to
agree to engage in tripartite
talks with Pakistan and
Kashmiri representatives
and to reduce the number of
troops deployed in Kashmir
to 1989 levels. He said in a

mander in Kashmir. In an
interview with The Henry L
Stimson Centre, Washing-
ton, Dar has expressed his
support for a political solu-
tion through a negotiated
settlement of the Kashmir
dispute. He wants free and
fair elections in J&K over-
seen by international obser-
vers.

Within India public opinion
on the Prime Minister’s
peace initiative and on allow-
ing a Hurriyat team to pro-
ceed to Pakistan for nego-
tiations is divided. However,
there is almost complete
agreement that, in deference
to ‘the' Kashmiri people’s
desire and overwhelming
support for peace, the cease-
fire should be extended
further despite the ruthless
incidents of violence perpe-

" trated recently by Pakistan-

based terrorist organisa-
tions.

The political leadership is
rightly convinced that unless
Pakistan stops supporting
trans-border and trans-LoC
terrorism, it would not be
prudent to resume a direct
dialogue with it even if it is a
composite dialogue and the
Kashmir issue is just one
item on the agenda. Abdul
Sattar, Pakistan’s foreign
minister has indicated that
Pakistan may be willing to
join a tripartite negotiation
process at a later stage.

While Pakistan has de-
escalated the situation on the
LoC by reducing the number
of daily incidents and claims
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to have pulled back some '
troops, it has not simultane- |
ously reined in and stopped .

supporting the jehadi orga-

nisations. The Pakistani lea- -

ders’ penchant for running
with the hare and hunting
with the hounds is well

known and what is more like-

ly is that by temporarily re-
ducing the level of violence
on the LoC, Pakistan is giv-
ing its troops some respite
while seeking to earn inter-
national goodwill that it had
lost completely in the wake of
its strategic blunder in
Kargil. )

Violent acts of terrorism in
J&K and elsewhere in India
are a manifestation of Pak-
istan’s declared agenda of
annexing Kashmir at any
cost and it would be unrea-
listic to expect the Pakistan
government to harm its
cause by diluting its support
to the jehadis. Hence, Pak-
istan’s limited reciprocation
of India’s peace overtures
should be seen for what it is
— rhetorical posturing. As
was to be expected, Pakis-
tan’s gestures are elaborate
in stylé but deficient in
substance.

No government in Pakistan,
military or elected, is likely
to commit political hara-kiri
by giving up its claim on
Kashmir. Even the accep-
tance of the LoC as a
permanent border is unlikely
to be the least common de-
nominator in Pakistan’s ap-
proach to the issue of a final
settlement.

Then, should India extend ;

an unequal ceasefire that is
disadvantageous to its own
security forces and allows the
predominantly foreign mili-

tants to rest, recoup, re- .

group and refit? The answer

is deceptively simple. India :

must continue to persist with

its ceasefire as it is in its !

national
peace a chance in Kashmir.
The verdict in the panchayat
elections has wholeheartedly
endorsed the ceasefire and

the corresponding reduction -

in violence.

interest to give

It is only when the people of |

Kashmir take it upon them-
selves to root out militancy

that it will be finally elimi- -

nated. The ceasefire will en- .

hance the realisation that
the lives of Kashmiris and
their Sufi culture are being
ruined by Pakistan’s merce-
nary marauders and streng-

then their resolve to cogge}
the jehadis to relent. ,
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track opens

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Jan. 24: Tough talk
on both sides of the border greet-
ed the second extension of the
unilateral truce in Kashmir but
efforts were under way to keep the
back-channels unclogged.

The possibility of« Track-II
diplomacy making headway gath-
ered ground with former Pak-
istan army chief General Je-
hangir Karamat’s scheduled ar-
rival in the capital tomorrow. Os-
tensibly, he will be here to partici-
pate in the third Asian Security
Conference, to be inaugurated by
defence minister George Fernan-
des on January 27. :

Karamat, along with security
experts from other Asian coun-
tries, has also-beéen invited to the

Republi¢ Day. &ﬁ? de. The semi- .

nar hosted by nstitute of De-

fence Studies and Analyses will
give participants a chance to dis-
cuss key security issues. For India
and Pakistan, it is being seen as
the precursor to official talks.

Officially, however, both sides
stuck to their known stands. Is-
lamabad termed the truce exten-
sion an “old ploy” which would be
useless without the visit of Hur-
riyat leaders to Pakistan.

Officials at India’s foreign
ministry matched Sattar’s public
posture, wondering whether it
would be prudent for Delhi to
rush to the talks table.

The foreign office mandarins
argued that since it was not yet
clear how far Pervez Musharraf
was in control in Islamabad, Delhi

should wait a little longer before
resuming the dialogue.

Musharraf has maintained an
ambiguous stand on the violence
and argued that it would end only
when Delhi resumes the talks.

Many Indian officials are
wary of this position. They ar-
gued it showed Musharraf’s fail-
ure to take a tough line on sec-
tions bent on derailing the peace
initiative. “Even if we accept that
despite his sincerity Musharraf
is unable to control these ele-
ments, why should we talk to
him?” a senior official asked.

He argued that Pakistan is des-
perate to restart the dialogue with
India as it would help end its glob-
al isolation. “What do we gain if
we start the dialogue and the vio-
lence also continues in Kashmir
and elsewhere?” heasked.

The Congress today com-
plained that the government took
such a crucial decision as extend-
ing the ceasefire without consult-
ing the Opposition. The party will
meet the Prime Minister and urge
him to build a national consensus
before embarking on any ambi-
tious policy

The BJP, however, shrugged
off its initial reservations and
lined up behind Vajpayee. “I feel
that for the first time in 60 days,
the Pakistan chief executive has
expressed the desire for peace and
if, in the course of this one month
of ceasefire, word translates into
action, it would be a welcome
step,” BJP vice-president Jana Kr-
ishnamurthy said. /
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AKISTAN HAS been consistent in

its stand that a dialogue with India

should commence at the earliest.

This desire for an inter- govern-
mental negotiation has been expressed a
number of times by its Chief Executive. In
his eagerness for a dialogue with India,
General Pervez Musharraf has offered to
set aside all conditions and is prepared to
commence the dialogue process at any
level, place and time. These are bold offers
and have created a deservedly favourable
response in many circles in and outside
India. The Indian Government has re-
sponded by indicating its willingness to
join the dialogue process. It has demand-
ed that violence being perpetrated by mil-
itant groups based in Pakistan be brought
down. The possibility of a meaningful dia-
logue has been explored at different levels
through intermediaries and back chan-
nels. A dialogue has also been attempted
between experts in the nuclear weapons
field. The experience has revealed the
enormous difficulties involved in translat-
ing the intent for a dialogue into the cqn-
tent of its process. 9N

There is no disagreement on the risks
inherent in the lack of transparency in the
subcontinent on the nuclear arsenals,
command and control structures, and
doctrines. The two countries had agreed
that nuclear ambiguities and risks should
be addressed to avoid a nuclear conflict
between the two countries. They had une-
quivocally committed themselves to a dia-
logue on the nuclear weapons issues
through the MOU signed as part of the
Lahore Declaration. The nuclear dialogue
was therefore perceived by both countries
as one which should be begun despite ob-
stacles which were holding up interaction
on other issues.

Kargil changed the political condition in
Pakistan and the new leadership turned
its face on the Lahore Declaration. In his
interview to this paper, General Mushar-
raf clearly indicated his disdain for the La-
hore spirit by arguing that the Declaration
had not laid enough importance on Jam-
mu and Kashmir. He went so far as to say
that confidence building measures are
mere cosmetic arrangements and implied
that they do not help in keeping peace. He
has apparently changed his perception in
the time that has since elapsed. In a meet-
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If a solution is to be had, it can only be through sharing
he understanding and logic of nuclear weapons’ risks.

ing with a team of the Delhi Policy Group
on January 14, Pakistan’s suave and skilful
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
averred favourably on the issue. He as-
serted that all agreements and accords
signed by Pakistan with India were oper-
ative and affirmed his country’s commit-
ment to them. This commitment did not,
however, get demonstrated in the nuclear
dialogue which commenced the next day
in Islamabad. The obstacles to continuing
a meaningful dialogue soon became ap-
parent in the exercise.

A nuclear risk reduction dialogue has
been attempted since last year between
the Delhi Policy Group and the Islamabad
Policy Research Institute. The initiative for
the dialogue came from the latter. The
dialogue was commenced after a mutual
understanding that the subject be dis-
cussed outside the ambit of the issues and
copfiCts affecting relations between the
wo countries. This was necessary to en-
sure progress by isolating the nuclear re-
lated issues from the complexities
involved in resolving other issues, espe-
cially those concerning Jammu and Kash-
mir. The first meeting held in New Delhi
in August last year adhered to these prin-
ciples, and proved fruitful in improving
understanding and laying the groundwork
for continuing the dialogue. There was
confidence built on the modalities of the
dialogue and the discipline needesd to
make progress on the subject.

The meeting in Islamabad was structur-
ed on specific issues related to nuclear
risks and measures to reduce them. The
subjects and issues were mutually agreed
upon before the teams met in Islamabad.
The atfirmation of Mr. Abdul Sattar of Pa-
kistan’s commitment to the Lahore decla-
ration and the MOU was, therefore, a
good start to the dialogue. The MOU had,
in fact, stated the need for a dialogue on
nuclear issues with considerable empha-
sis. The Islamabad dialogue from the Indi-
an side was led on the specific issues
agreed upon in advance. On the Pakistan
side the issues were addressed mainly by
senior retired members of the Foreign
Service. The Pakistani case was painstak-

ingly built on the linkages between nucle-
ar weapons and the ongoing conflict in
Jammu and Kashmir. It became apparent
that the resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir issue was being made a condi-
tion for moving forward on the nuclear
issue. This was also the central Pakistani
theme in an open forum discussion before
a large audience. On the other hand, there
was a sizable segment of participants at
both meetings, who felt that combining
the nuclear issues with Jammu and Kash-
mir would derail the dialogue process.

The two contrasting positions notwith-
standing, it was possible to find some ar-
eas of convergence on nuclear issues.
That this convergence could be obtained
is indicative of the possibilities and op-
portunities that lie ahead. It was apparent
that progress cannot be made without a
determination to seek solutions on the
merits of the case. In matters concerning
nuclear weapons, merit and logic are not
matters to be won from or denied to the
other. Nuclear deterrence and the risks in-
herent in them have a merit and logic of
their own. If a solution is to be had it can
only be through sharing the understand-
ing and logic of nuclear weapons risks.
Adding a conditionality to reducing nucle-
ar risks can therefore only enhance such
risks with unpredictable and catastrophic
consequences.

It would appear from the meetings in
Islamabad that there are two views oper-
ating in Pakistan. There is the view that
any dialogue with India must be predi-
cated upon obtaining concessions from it
on Jammu and Kashmir. It is the view of
that major part of the establishment
which interprets India’s joining a dia-
logue, as a sign of its compulsions in the
face of continuing conflict in the State.
This Pakistani view is also connected with
a belief now being assiduously built about
the meaning and relevance of ‘Jehad’. The
team from the Delhi Policy Group was giv-
en an extensive interpretation of the sub-
ject in a presentation at the Institute of
Strategic Studies, whose interests would
have otherwise been expected to rest else-
where. The notion of ‘Jehad’ has also re-

ue with Pak

By V. R. Raghavan

istan

ceived a fillip after General Musharraf
chose to place an interpretation on it, in
relation to Jammu and Kashmir. This part
of the establishment misses an important
point by linking ‘Jehad’, Jammu and Kash-
mir and nuclear weapons. There has been
a view that Pakistan’s acquisition of nu-
clear weapons had much to do with Jam-
mu and Kashmir. In other words, it
intends to use nuclear weapons as instru-
ments to influence political outcomes.
Apart from the dangerous implications of
such beliefs, the idea confirms the many
fears on Pakistan’s ability to fathom the
fears which should otherwise drive its nu-
clear policies.

The other view in Pakistan is of those
who prefer to see a focus on economic
growth and global engagement. They are
aware of the damage to the polity and in-
ternational image of Pakistan by the pres-
ence of extremist groups operating from
its territory. They reflect on the meaning
of Pakistan getting recognised:as the cen-
tre stage of international terrorism. There
is understanding in this element of the
perilous linkages between the economic
stagnation, the Afghanistan connection of
arms and narcotics, the fundamentalist
roots in the country, and the risks of nu-
clear brinkmanship. This saner view also
prevails in part of the establishment,
which to its credit ponders on the possible
but difficult ways out of the situation.

In Pakistan, Jammu & Kashmir has been
made into an alibi for its many problems.
Even its internal challenge of militant ex-
tremism is beginning to be viewed as a
consequence of Jammu and Kashmir. The
insistence on Jehad does not make mat-
ters any easier for the Pakistan establish-
ment to better manage the affairs. A
dialogue which is sought with India at ev-
ery level and forum gets embedded in the
fixation on Jammu and Kashmir.

Unfortunately the logic of nuclear de-
terrence is also sought to be distorted by
the connecting them to Jammu and Kash-
mir. Yet the counterparts of the nuclear
dialogue in Islamabad were keen on con-
tinuing it. It remains to be seen if future
efforts at nuclear risk reduction would be
free from the polemics of ‘Jehad’ and Jam-

mu and Kashmir.
-~



Advantage India )A/\/ﬂ)

HAVING INITIATED a peace process with the unilateral
otfer of a cease-fire during Ramzan and then extending it for a
month, it would have been an instance of ‘two steps back’ if
there was no further extension. But it isn’t only the need to sus-
tain the momentum which has made the Centre add another
month to the cease-fire period. Such a routine gesture would
have had no place in a situation as volatile as in Kashmir.
Instead, what evidently persuaded the Vajpayee Government
to make its latest move is the realisation that, so far as India
1s concerned, the pros are at present outweighing the cons
in the deadly confrontation befween the various sides in
the hapless state. (1N"" \3
What is perhaps most advastageous for India at the thojnent
is the ease with which it is winning the diplomatic bhttle
because of its peace overtures. Till recently, General Musharraf
with his proposals for talks at any time and any place was trying
to demonstyate Pakistan’s pious intentions for public consump-
tion while/egging on the militants from behind. Now his help-
lessness Or inability to control the jehadis despite the restraint
shown by India has compelled him, even if partly, to stop play-
ing ggmes. Hence, the scaling down of the artillery barrages at
the Kine of Control and occasional expressions of disquiet by
his fubordinates about the tarnishing of Pakistan’s name by the
jeHadis. In fact, a newspaper report in Pakistan has regretted
the equation of jehad with terrorism in the minds of the inter-
ational community. It also pointed out how the militant
roups were fostering sectarian violence in Pakistan as well.
While Pakistan’s current discomfiture would have been rea- !
son enough for the extension of the cease-fire, it has to be
noted that several other positive factors also lend support to
the Vajpavee Government’s decision. One of them is the slight
improvement in the overall situation, as is evident from the
impressive turnout for the local elections even in supposedly
‘disturbed’ areas. In addition, the ordinary people of Kashmir
must now be more aware than ever before how desperate the
militants and the mercenaries are to keep the fires burning,
even with the help of LTTF-style suicide squads. At a time
when thesg/fenegades are « idently fighting a losing battle and
ly even embarrassing their mentors across the bor-.
re is every reason for India to persist with the initiative
tha, 1/tbézi taken at the beginning of the month of Ramzan.
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 India, I{S__k. clash

~—at Geneva Y A

GENEVA, JAN. 25. India and Pakistan
today clashed over the situation

in Jammu and Kashmir with New |

Delhi calling upon Islamabad to
demonstrate its commitment to
dialogue in a “meaningful man-

ner” and ‘“‘show more encourag- |

ing signs” that it was ready to end
cross-border terrorism. }(
a_

India’s Ambassador, Mr.

perate the remarks of Pakisfan
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Inamul
Hagq, at the ongoing annual ses-
sion of the Conference on Disar-
mament (CD) here after the latter

. blamed India for allegedly contin-

uing to avoid a dialogue and seek-
ing to impose ‘“unacceptable
preconditions” on the resump-
tion of stalled bilateral talks.

Mr. Sood said terrorism has
continued unabated in the State
despite the extension of the uni-
lateral ceasefire twice by India
and wanted Pakistan to show
signs more encouraging than
“some de-escalation” of its

' troops along the Line of Control
~ (LoC). He said India’s ceasefire

initiatives were an attempt to
bring about conditions for a dia-
logue and that it did not “close
the option” of talks with Pakistan.

Mr. Sood sarcastically said trust
and confidence could not be built
by “engaging in dialogue jn win-
ter and committing aggpéssion in
spring”. — PTI

7 4
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“Time to end Indo-Pak hostility’

Mubashir Zaidi
tslamabad, January 23

WD 24\\ Lashkar to continue jehad

HIEF EXECUTIVE Gengral
‘ Pervez Musharraf has obsenved

that despite many constraifts,
the situation is moving towards nor-
malisation with regards to relations
with India.

HT Correspondent
Islamabad, January 23

LASHKAR-E-TAYYEBA chief Hafiz Muhammad Saeed has
said that his organjsation would not accept any ceasetire and
continue jehad to force India to come to terms for a just and

ing over a two-day meet
of the top military brass,
the Corps Commanders,
which concluded today.
The military ruler went
on to say that some
breakthrough was
achieved both by India and Pakistan for resuming
a dialogue that would lead to hammering out dif-
ferences peacefully and without opting for mili-
tary solutions, media reports said.

Gen Musharraf said his military government
had informed the Indians that Pakistan was all for
peace and that no opportunity should now be
missed for normalising the bilateral relations.

The meeting also reviewed the regional security
environs, situation along the borders, Line of

- Control and the working boundary.

The Chief Executive also stated that Pakistan
would not be provoked by the latest test-fire of
Agni-II by India and exercise restraint by not con-

He made these remarks while presid-A

Nuclear regulatory

authority formed

PAKISTAN'S  PRESIDENT
Ratiq Tarar on Monday promul-
gated an ordinance establishing
a nuclear regulatory authority
for regulation of nuclear safety
and radiation protection.

Pakistan nuclear regulatory
authority (PNRA) will be the
competent authority for regula-
tion of safety of nuclear installa-
tions, protection against risks
arising from radiation, the
extent of civil liability for
nuclear damage resulting from
any nuclear incident and for
matters ancillary there to or

amicable solution of the Kashmir issue.

Talking to mediapersons in Lahore last
night, Saeed claimed that following suicidal
attacks by Mujahideen, the situation in
Kashmir has drastically changed and the
Kashmiris, whose ‘morale is now high, are
raising pro-Pakistan slogans instead of inde-
pendent Kashmir slogans.

"All these developments took place after
the ceasefire. As such there was need to
accelerate the jehad activities to win popu-
lar support for Pakistan,” he added.

Hafiz Saeed said that suicide attacks by
Lashkar would force India to retreat from
Kashmir. "No relief would be given to
Indian security forces, which were about to
- face a crushing defeat. Moreover, the cur-
rent peace plan is motivated by Dickson
Plan of America, according to" which,
Kashmir will be divided between India and
Pakistan while some parts will remain inde-
pendent and Azad Kashmir (Pakistan-occu-

ducting tests of Shaheen 1l and Ghauri I mis-
siles. "Islamabad would continue to try to have
better relations with Delhi. The international

connected there with,

pied Kashmir) will go to Pakistan with
minor changes,” he claimed.
The Lashkar chief said if the Hurriyat and

PTI, Islamabad

environment is fast becoming in favour of cessation of hostilities
between India and Pakistan,” he said in the mect. adding that
Pakistan was committed to pursue the Lahore Declaration.

The General hoped that New Delhi would facilitate the pro-
posed visit by the Hurriyat team to Pakistan by issuing passports
to all the Hurriyat leaders so that some new breakthrough could
be achieved to ensure durable peace in the region.

However, he reiterated Pukistan's stanee to extend all pohitical
and moral support to the people of [ndian Kashmir.

S

Pak were bent upon to initiate peace talks, even then the jehad
would not be suspended to put the Kashmiris at the position of
strength on the negotiating table with India. "If jehad is sus-
pended, India will not take interest in talks," he observed.

He alleged India wanted to buy time under the pretext of
peace process. "It is for this reason that it is using delaying tac-
tics to issue passports to the APHC leaders. How can India.
which is reluctant in issuing passports to the APHC leaders, be
sincere in starting meaningful talks with Kashmiris,” he asked.
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7 Resume three-way talks: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 23. Pakistan today made a
guarded response to another extension of
the ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir by the
Indian Government and called for the re-
sumption of a three-way dialogue.

A terse statement by a Foreign Office
spokesman expressed the hope that New
Delhi would demonstrate its sincerity by ac-
tually implementing the ceasefire on the
ground “unlike the past two months”, while
militant outfits termed it a “farce” and
vowed to continue their operations in the

State. 2 wa\m‘s
The contrast in the military governme

reaction to the first (November 19) and sec-
ond (December 20) announcements from
New Delhi and today’s extension is too glar-
ing to be missed. Today’s reaction was a
blunt message to New Delhi to move beyond
the “rhetoric”, end the alleged repression in
the Valley and get down to a serious dia-
logue.

Accusing India of continuing with its old

ways, the statement urged New Delhi to re-
spond to its December 2 formulation if it was
really serious about resolving the conflict
and resuming the dialogue.

It urged India to allow the Hurriyat dele-
gation to visit Islamabad without any further
delay and pave the way for a tripartite dia-
logue. “Peace can be established only if the
Kashmir problem is settled in conformity
with the will of the Kashmiri people”, it said.

Hizb, Lashkar reject ceasefire

The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and the Lashkar-
e-Taiba, which have claimed responsibility
for a majority of incidents in the ceasefire
period, alleged that India’s announcement
was meant to “mislead” the international
community and divert attention from “its
failure to suppress the Kashmir movement.”

The Hizb spokesman, Mr. Salim Hashmi,
said the ceasefire had changed nothing on
the ground for the people of Kashmir and the
military and para-military forces were con-
tinuing their search and seize operations.

If India was sincere in resolving the Kash-
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mir issue it should accept the three condi-
tions laid down by his outfit; end ‘atrocities’
against the people of Kashmir, concede
Kashmir as a disputed territory and agree for
a tripartite dialogue.

Mr. Hashmi alleged that the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdul-

lah, had given orders to the State police to

shoot those opposed to the Indian ‘occupa-
tion’ as there was no space in the jails.What
is the big deal about the ceasefire when you
have the head of the State talking on these
lines?” H N ;1 %

The Lashkar chief, Prof. Hafez Mo Jnad
Saeed, dubbed the ceasefire a “fraud and de-
ception” and said if India was sincere i find-
ing a solution to the conflict, it should recall
its forces from the Valley.

“Since Indian atrocities have continued
unabated, we declare that we reject the latest
Indian offer and will carry on attacks on mil-
itary targets and personnel. Indi
Kashmir, gtherwise it wi
integration.”
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By Harish Khare ’)/1\ l

NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. Displaying
boldness and self-assurance, In-
dia today decided to extend by
another month the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir, despite the
militant groups’ unrelenting re-
sort to violence and terrorism.
The rationale for the decision is
stated to be the belief that “‘vio-
lence must be ended and peace,
which has been welcomed by the
people of Jammu and Kashmir, be
given every chance.”

The primary consideration —
and expectation — within the
Government is that Pakistan
would respond positively and
constructively, and would rein in
various militant groups. The
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, said, ‘it is now the re-
sponsibility of Pakistan to see to it
that terrorist acts in Jammu and
Kashmir are stopped and there is
an end to the killings of innocent
people.”

The decision to extend the cea-
sefire was taken at a formal meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee on
Security. Besides Mr. Vajpayee,
who presided, the meeting was
attended by the Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
jaswant Singh, the Finance Minis-
ter, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the Dep-
uty Chairman of the Planning
Commission, Mr. K. C. Pant, the
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the
Chief of the Army Staff, Gen. S.
. Padmanabhan, and other senior
officials. The views of Dr. Farooq
" Abdullah were aiso inputs in the
final decision.

It was a difficult decision for the

ceasefire extended
another month

5

A Kashmiri youth being frisked by a security forces personnel in
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Srinagar on Tuesday. Security has been Intensified in Jammu and
Kashmir ahead of the Republic Day celebratlons. — Reuters

CCS to take, given the recent
stepped-up terrorists  attacks,
which in turn generated a nega-
tive political reaction. Though the
consensus was in favour of a sec-
ond extension of the ceasefire
(first announced on November
19, and later extended for a
month till the Republic Day),
there was a difference in perspec-
tives.

One view was that the Govern-
ment should bluntly state what it
expected from Pakistan. Howev-
er, the final formulation stopped
short of positing a linkage. 1t is
believed that Mr. Singh and Mr.
Mishra were the principal advo-
cates of the extension, while Mr.
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Fernandes, Mr. Advani and Mr.
Pant did not press their point of
view.

The statement merely noted
that “it is regrettable that Pakis-
tan has not recognised the de-
mand of time for peace and
continues to promote, encourage
and abet cross-border terrorism.
This must cease and the activities
of organisations such as the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad must be curbed and
controlled by Pakistan.”

Later in the evening, the Prime
Minister reiterated that India was
prepared for talks with Pakistan
“as quickly as possible”, but he
pointed out that “for the success

of the talks a conducive atmo-
sphere has to be first created.
There is no use having talks even
as violence continues.”

Briefing reporters after the
meeting, Mr. Singh articulated
the Government’s judgment that
Pakistan’s military regime re-
mained fully in control of the mil-
itant groups and, therefore, the
onus was on Islamabad to control
these outfits. “We do not buy Pa-
kistan’s argument that it has no
control over these groups. They
are controlled and directed by Pa-
kistan.”

Kashmiris convinced

The argument that tilted the
scale in favour of extending the
ceasefire was the view that the
Prime Minister’s peace initiative
did make an impact on the State’s
people, who were reasonably
convinced of the Vajpayee gov- |
ernment’s desire for peace. It was |
noted, for example, that the mil- |
itant groups were now targeting "
civilians and civilian casualties |
had gone up considerably, and |
this was bound to make the peo- |
ple in the Kashmir Valley realise |
the militants’ lack of interest in }
peace. It was also noted that the |
international community had ap- {
preciated India’s willingness to |
give peace a chance, and that the
new administration in Wa's!:eiy
ton would get enough ti to
lend a helping hand.

The calculation now is that the
military regime would be con
strained to reconsider its “ple
tough” stance. The officials a
happy with the initial respor
from the Valley to the Gove
ment’s decision.

Cong. urges vlgllancfy
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S amjhauta
gets steam
for three

yﬁar S(, A

FROM GAJINDER SINGH

Chandigarh, Jan. 21: India and
Pakistan today agreed to extend
the Samjhauta Express service
for three more years, putting to
rest speculation over the future of
the only rail link between the
neighbours.

The agreement also promised
to upgrade service by providing
sleeper and economy clgss ac-
commodation.

Pakistan had wanted thq train
service to be extended to Amrit-
sar, but the agreement — signed
by railway officials of both coun-
tries after meetings held over five
days in Delhi — did not mention
the demand.

The train now terminates at

Attari on the Indo-Pakistan bor-
der in Punjab. j} lﬂ& ‘,
The decision o run the traim |

to Amritsar has been kept in
abeyance for the time being, a
senior railway official said on °
telephone from Delhi. He added, :
however, that the agreement has
prepared the ground for further
talks on the subject. _

The agreement, which will
come into force with immediate
effect, was signed by additional
member (traffic) of the Railway
Board, S.S. Bhandari, and Abdul
Qayyum, additional general man-
ager (fraight), Pakistan Railways. |

Under the revised dgreement,
the Samjhauta Express will con-
tinue to run as a bi-weekly serv-
ice between the two countries,

India also accepted Pakistan’s
proposal to permit attaching up
to two extra coaches in times of
heavy rush.

The long-term Samjhauta
agreement seems almost a mira-
cle, given the frosty relationship
between the two neighbours.

Started as a symbol of peace
between the two countries follow-
ing the Simla Agreement in 1972,
the train has been running regu-
larly since September 1975.

Although the much-publi-
cised Lahore-Delhi bus set into
motion famously by Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Feb- |
ruary 1999 provides the other spe”
face transport link between India
and Pakistan, the people of the
two countries, particularly those
affected by Partition, have a spe-
cial attachment to the train.
Many use the train to visit their
relatives across the border.

Initially, the train linked La-
hore with Delhi, but in 1995 the
service was curtailed to termi-
nate at Amritsar. Then Attari was
fixed as the terminal point.

Since 1995, the future of the
train has looked uncertain on
many occasions due to recur-
rence of hostilities between the
two countries. But except on two
occasions — during Operation

Rhtnctas - =




EASEFIRE REVIEW
(AP Peace bids need perseverance cﬂ\\

HE bid to storm Srinagar airport and the firing at a public
meeting addressed by Farooq Abdullah must be viewed as
attempts by militants to achieve what the raid on the Red
Fort failed to attain — scuttling the peace moves and
pressuring Government into calling off its unilateral cease

fire. While it would be pertinent to ask, how long could the .
Government can afford to turn the Biblical “other cheek,” it .

would be equally important that it continues to display a
determination to adhere to its peace initiative. That the latest
outrages quickly followed the Army Chief's recommendation

© not to be missed.

' be overjoyed if Gen Padmanabhan’s suggestion was ignored |
' because in his assessment every horror perpetrated during |

that the ceasefire be extended beyond 26 J anuax&\i‘s a ppint
q
The Lashkar-e-Toiba and other non-Kashmig Xﬁ?ﬁts wo,ﬁld

the ceasefire contributed to their alienation from the general

populace. From all accounts the common folk in the state are .
breathing easier, which is not the atmosphere in which !

terrorism flourishes.

The reduction in security checks and cordon-and-search !

missions result in the militants being seen as the prime cause

of the hardships the people suffer. The significant fall in :

artillery and mortar firing across the LoC after Pakistan
ordered its troops to show maximum restraint has also
brought relief to those living along the frontier — whose

‘plight has never been portrayed as vividly as those in the

Valley caught up in the confrontation between militants and
security forces. The silence of the big guns has another
tactical impact, it deprives the militants of the covering fire
under which they seek to infiltrate.

It should also be remembered that even when the security
forces were playing a pro-active role they were seldom able to
thwart missions undertaken by the fidayeen (suicide squads)
— as the attack on the Amarnath Yatris would confirm — so
rushing into scrapping the cease fire may not make an
appreciable change on the ground. The Army Chief has also
made it clear that even now the militants did not have the
free run of the Valley, and if they were re-grouping so too

were the security forces getting a well earned rest, Hopefully

the lull would facilitate developing the contacts that would
yield actionable intelligence in the days ahead.
There could be even further diplomatic -gaim if the

Government remained steadfast. Pakistan, in effect, did |

respond to the cease fire by asking its troops on the LoC to
restrain themselves, and more recently its Chief Executive

deplored the militants’ threat to attack the PMO in New

Delhi. Even if only noises, and directed toward the irger-

national community, they are the right ones. Withdrawang |

the cease fire would liberate him of the compulsion %
speak in that tone. The same compulsions that made a section
of the Hurriyat leadership flay the airport raid as

complicating their moves, regardless of their ultimate |

destination.

It is true that the cease fire cannot remain one-way |

indefinitely and that the forces might yet have to abandon -
their policy of Non-Initiation of Combat Action (the termi-
nology Gen Padmanabhan prefers to “cease fire”). In that -
* eventuality, and to return to the “other cheek” syndrome, let

it be remembered that the good book places no restrictiops on
the . esponse to a goodwill gesture that is spurned. /s
e



amjhavuta to

for 3 more

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA "\\’/Q o~

NEW DELHI, Jan. 21. — India
and Pakistan today agreed to
extend the Samjhauta Express
by three more years providing

sleeper and economy class |

accommodation in the train.

The agreement to this effect |

was gigned after five days of
deliberations reviewing the rail
communications betwéen the
two countries. There was,
however, no official word on
Pakistan’s demand for
extension of the train, the only
rail link between the two
countries, up to Amritsar.

The agreement, which will
remain valid for three years,
was signed by the additional

member (traffic), Railway
board of India, Mr SS
Bhandari, and additional

general manager (freight) of
Pakistan Railways, Mr Abdul
Qayyum, who were leading the
respective delegations.

Under the revised agreement,
which will come to force with

immediate effect, the
Samjhauta Express will
continue to run as a bi-weekly
service between the two

countries, an official press note
said.

Indian Railways also accepted
Pakistan Railways’ proposal to
permit attachment of up to two

facilitate clearance of heavy
rush of passengers by the
booking railways, it said.

The two delegations also
noted the need for an increase
in the /present level of

extra coaches in the train to .

BABA AMTE OFFER

Baba Amte

DUBAI Jan. 21. — Baba Am-
te says he is ready to travel to
Pakistan on a peace mission
provided he is not given
security during his visit. “I
want my trip to be a ‘people-

to-people’ and ‘people-for-

tani government insists on

giving me security, I can’t |

achieve my goal,” he said.
Baba Amte asked why India °

and Pakistan could not come

" together if the Berlin Wall

' could be brought down. It is

' the game of politicians that is

+ keeping the two countries

- divided. — PTI

interchange of about one
freight train per day between
the two countries.

It was decided that divisional
level teams of both the railways
would be deputed to examine

peace’ effort and if the Pakis- :

Gl g

years

the factors affecting \b/

interchange performance and
initiate remedial measures.
The Pakistan delegation have

i also agreed to accept eight
! wheeler box wagons of Indian
| Railways
' interchange of higher tonnage

to facilitate

for train between India and

. Pakistan, the release said.

In his brief address, Mr

' Bhandari said the “positive and
i constructive” approach shown
. by the Pakistani team had
i resulted in culmination of the

agreement.

Lauding the efforts of the
Indians, Mr Qayyum said that
it was after many years that’
instead of resorting to
temporary measures, both the
sides had worked out an
agreement which  should
update all those issues that
had been discussed from time
to time and facilitate smooth
operation of train services
between the two countries.

Railway sources added that
the existing arrangements of
customs check at Attari, the

. Indian side of the border would

continue while the check for
goods traffic would be at
the respective border check
points.

A bilateral agreement for rail
communication hetween the
two countries was entered intc
in 1976. It was extended from
time to time till 1991 when,
after a review, a fresh
agreement was 31gned This
agreement was reviewed by the

two governments in 1994 and
1997. /e/s
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_~BIJP advises
Atal against\Q

A

Jan. 20: Issuing a stern warning
to Pakistan and militants in Kash-
mir for undermining the peace
initiative, the BJP today said it
was against extending the cease-
fire further even as the Centre
is set to review its decision on the
extension.

BJP president Bangaru Lax-
man said the militants and their
sponsors from across the-border
have not displayed any intention
to reciprocate the Prime Minis-
ter’s gesture and added that the
militants should be “crushed with
anironhand”.

While the BJP and Sangh pari-
var hardliners opposed an exten-
sion, defence minister George Fer-
nandes said the country would
adopt a “wait and watch” policy to
gauge Pakistan’s reaction.

“The ceasefire is on till Janu-
ary 26. We shall wait till the 26th to
see how Pakistan reacts,” Fernan-
des told reporters in Mumbai
today. S

But the BJP feels otherwise.
The party said though thé cease-
fire has produced the intended re-
sults — such as isolating militants
in the Valley besides conveying
India’s keen interest in maintain-
ing peace — “in the context of con-
tinuing violence and the increas-
ingly desperate attempts to sabo-
tage India’s initiative, it is time to
think hard on the proposal to fur-
ther extend the ceasefire.”

The BJP said those who are un-
willing to make “constructive
use” of the Prime Minister’s ges-
ture should be taught a lesson.
“They should be crushed with an
iron hand,” said Laxman, who is
close to Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

He said Vajpayee’s decision on

BUREAU

ok ceasefire

unilateral ceasefire during
Ramzan had yielded some “signif-
icant” results, but the militants
should not be allowed to mistake

the initiative as India’s weakness.

In a statement from Hyder-
abad released to the press in
Delhi, Laxman said the ceasefire
has made the “peaceful intentions
of India clear to the world. Its ex-
tension by another month, in spite
of several incidents of violence
aimed at sabotaging the initiative,
has demonstrated the firm com-
mitment of India to the process of
dialogue in Kashmir.”

He said the initiative succeed-
ed in isolating the ISI-backed mili-

tant outfits from the people of |

Kashmir and that it was now clear
to the world that violence and mil-
itancy in Kashmir are perpetrated
as part of Pakistan’s proxy war.

Temple warning

The BJP said the Muslim clergy
was “over-reacting” to the VHP
move and cautioned minority
community leaders against issu-
ing “provocative” statements “to
create violence”.

Senior party leader J.P.
Mathur stressed that the VHP did
not announce any specific date
for the construction of the temple.
But if ‘anybody took law into
their hands, the law would
prevail, he said.

Mathur, however, decried
statements of certain Muslim
leaders that if the VHP
went ahead with the temple

construction, there would be a

strong backlash from the mino

acting and trying to cpeate an at-
mosphere of violepde,” the BJP
leader said.

THME TEL-GRAPH

2t JAN 201



Will the Hurriyat’s Pakistan

visit serve any purpose?

Yes, the Mujahideen are only part of the

No, militants see it as an attempt to‘?v~
dampen the ‘jehadi’ spirit

ONLY in the
sub-continent 1s
the  acknowl-
edgement of
common sensc
taken as a bhis-
toric concession.
The true repre-
sentatives of the
- Kashmiri people
Ayaz Amir should phg)vc
formed part of India-Pakistan
diplomacy a long time ago. After
all, it is over Kashmir that India
and Pakistan have gone to war
repeatedly. But it is only now when
war-weariness has gripped the
principal parties that the existence
of the Kashmiri people is being
acknowledged.

India is allowing a delegation of
he All Party Hurriyat Conference
o visit Pakistan and hold talks with
-arious Kashmiri groups on this
ide of the Line of Control.

"aklstan says it is looking forward

|

the visit.
qut this being the sub-continent,

e delicate questions of propri-

ety and protocol have been raised.
Who should be given a passport?
When should the delegation be
allowed to travel? And what might
this visit portend? Even as India
tries on a new pair of gloves, some
of these momentous issues remain
to be settled.

But what is the war-weariness
that led to this belated triumph of
' common sense? India bleeds in
" Kashmir. Although it maintains a
vast garrison in the state, it has
been unable to crush the Kashmiri
resistance. True, for more than a
year it has squeezed all the propa-
ganda advantage it could from the
Kargil affair. But embarrassing
Pakistan diplomatically is not the
same as defeating the Hizbul
Mujahideen or the Lashkar-i-
Taiba. As for Pakistan, it is trying
to retrieve the diplomatic initiative
after the Kargil debacle. It is also
counting the costs of jehad.
Militancy in Kashmir is tying down
the Indian army but it is nowhere
close to liberating the state. At the
same time, the drumbeats of jehad
rive a bad colour to Pakistani
liplomacy. This impasse has paved

he way for this visit.

But is it likely to achieve any-

hing? The jehadi organisations in
2akistan are wary and suspicious.

‘They see in the recent flurry of

moves in Kashmir — the cessation
of firing along the LoC, relative
calm in Siachen, India’s unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir and now the
Hurriyat visit — as attempts to
dampen the spirit of jehad. They
could also be forgiven for asking
what gifts the Hurriyat leadership
might be carrying.

To say that jehad is leading
nowhere and Kashmiris have suf-
fered enough 1s one thing. But is
the Hurriyat leadership in any
position to guarantee anything
‘rom India’s side? India may be
villing to talk peace. But on whose

terms? More to the point, is it will-
ing to talk substance?

The choice in Kashmir is not
between peace and war. Simply
because the kind of peace India
wants is acceptable neither to
Pakistan nor to the Muslim popula-
tion of Indian-controlled Kashmir.

Among all the flurry of signals
coming from New Delhi, there is
not a single one which suggests that
India is willing to go beyond atmos-
pherics and get down to the crux of
the Kashmir dispute — allowing
the people of that state to decide
their fate even if it means stepping
out of the Indian Union. Then what
does this present season of hope
signify? What, beyond a few pass-
ports and the odd bus journey to
Lahare, is India willing to give in
return? ’

EECIITITY AND WHITE

The choice in Kashmir is thus
between no-war and no-peace, the
kind of situation which existed
prior to 1989, prior to the uprising
which erupted in the Valley. It is the
spirit of resistance in Kashmir
which has brought something new
to this old equation.

[deally then, as far as Kashmir is
concerned, India would like the
past to reassert itself. But would
this be acceptable to the legions of
those who have sacrificed blood
and lives in Kashmir? The Hurriyat
leaders will come armed with coun-
sel. But they should not be sur-
prised if they confront scepticism.
They must make an impression on
long-held Indian attitudes first
before they can expect to find will-
ing converts on this side of the
fence.

(Ayaz Amir is a columnist
with ‘The Dawn’, Karachi)

| M1

ggle and not the whole struggle

AFTER the
announcement
of a unilateral
ceasefire by
Prime Minister
Atal Behari
# Vajpayee, an
impression was
| created that th%
— overnment o
Mirwaiz Umar %ndia was going
Farooq to make some
headway towards a resolution of
the Kashmir issue. The All Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) in
order to feel the pulse of the gov-
ernment, welcomed the ceasefire. It
also felt the government alone can-
not resolve the Kashmir tangle
unless all the parties i.e. Pakistan,
the Mujahideen and the people of
Kashmir are involved in the

Erapha. Haelah

process for restoration of peace.

We, the APHC, thought it was
our responsibility to answer the call
given by the Prime Minister. At the
same time, we felt that the cease-
fire, temporary or permanent, is no
solution to the vexed Kashmir
problem. It should be accompanied
by a political package which
addresses the basic issue. This
package should address the
Kashmir problem at many dimen-
sions: military, political and diplo-
matic. To achieve this peace all four
elements — the Hurriyat, the
Mujahideen, Pakistan and India —
should come into common and
total agreement. This is not possi-
ble unless and until there is a sin-
cere effort}towards bridging the
differences among them.

So the Hurriyat’s visit to
Pakistan is essentially aimed - at

consultation with the government
of Pakistan, the Mujahideen and
the leadership of Azad Kashmir.

These three elements will pro-
vide us a base to start a compre-
hensive process for the resolution
of the Kashmir issue. Undoubtedly,
there is a communication gap
between the Mujahideen based in
Azad Kashmir and the Hurriyat.

Till 1996, we had the Shour-e-
Jehad here, a combination of sever-
al militant groups. These groups
became more discreet after 1996
and could not frequently deliberate
on serious matters with the
Hurriyat. Our visit is primarily
aimed at establishing contacts with
the militant leadership.

Those opposing the Hurriyat
visit are not understanding the con-
text in which it is being made. Some
people are giving the impression
that the Hurriyat is going to
Pakistan to tell the Mujahideen to
surrender or to respond to the
ceasefire call. This is completely
baseless. The Hurriyat Conference
has its own agenda — we would
definitely like to push our agenda |
which is aimed at having a policy of
co-ordination with the Mujahideen
and Pakistan.

The visit is a significant step —
for the first time the people of
Kashmir through the APHC would
figure in the deliberations. The
Kashmiri people have always been
ignored by both India and Pakistan
when they discuss the Kashmir
problem, whether it is the Tashkent
or the Simla agreement.

Let me make it clear that the
Hurriyat is going on Pakistan’s
invitation. The fact that Pakistan
wants our consultations is an
important  factor. So  the
Mujahideen should have no hesita-
tion. The APHC till date has done
its best to continue the on-going
struggle whether it is at the’
Organisation of Islamic |”
Conference, the United Nations or
the US Senate. We have tried to
project the movement in its right
perspective.

The Mujahideen is not in a posi-
tion to dictate terms to the
Hurriyat because they or militancy
is only part of the struggle and not
the whole struggle. We have to
build a co-ordination in consensus.
The Hurriyat is politically as well as
diplomatically active in the Valley.
The people of Kashmir are sup-
porting the Mujahideen because
they believe they are fighting for
their cause. The ultimate aim is the
resolution of the Kashmir issue.

Before the proposal for visiting
Pakistan, we discussed the matter
with the United Jehad Council, an
amalgam of five militant outfits in
Pakistan. It was after their agree-
ment that we thought of undertak-
ing the visit. We are still in constant
touch with them.

(Mirwaiz Umar Faroogq, former
chairman of the APHC and part of

the delegation going to Pakistan,
spoke to Saleem Pandit)
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By B. hXAralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 20. Pakistan today
said the opportunity provided by
the recent Kashmir peace initia-
tives appeared ‘slipping away,’
thanks to the ‘visible negative at-
titude’ of the Indian authorities.
This, even as the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen claimed responsibility for
two blasts in Kashmir which killed
11 soldiers.

At a news conference here, a
Foreign Office spokesman ac-
cused India- of adopting a nega-
tive approach when this
correspondent sought his reac-
tion to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s statement

“India’s negative attitude _
hurting peace initiative’ ¥ x_

at Udipi, Karnataka, on Thursday.

The theme of the conference
was confined to the fresh sanc-
tions on the Taliban regime.
When a response was sought to
Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks, a Pakis-
tani scribe butted in to ask wheth-
er the Prime Minister was right in
making such ‘ridiculous state-
ments.’

(Mr. Vajpayee had urged Pakis-
tan to demonstrate its sincerity
and commitment to the peace
process by condemning the vio-
lence unleashed by the Pakistan-
based militant organisations.

“The onus for creating a posi-
tive atmosphere for bilateral talks
rests clearly with Pakistan,” he

THE HINDU
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said). The spokesman said his
country favoured resumption of a

dialogue and initiation of a peace .
process to address the Kashmir is-

sue meaningfully.

He hoped that a delegation of
the All-Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence would visit Pakistan soon.
“We have no definite information
en their ( the leaders’) visit or is-
sue of travel documents to facil-
itate their visit. We hope that the
formalities for their travel will be
completed soon... India needs to
take decisions and demonstrate
its sincerity for resolving the
Kashmir dispute as per the wishes

of the Kashmiris, internationa
community and norms.”



By Our CORRESP()\DB NT W

New Delhi, Jan. 18: The talks
between Indian and Pakistani
railway officials for reviewing
agreement between the two
countries on rail communica-
tions have been extended.
According to the officials of the
railway ministry, the talks will
continue for the third day on
Friday and are likely to go on
even on Saturday.

Officials disclosed that the
talks are being held in a cordial
atmosphere. The Pakistani dele-

tal till January 21. It was dis-
closed that all the aspects relat-

gation is going to be in the capi-

ed to rail communication are
being held in detail.

The key topics of discussion is
the fate of Samjhauta Express,

* the only rail link between India

and Pakistan. If the agreement
is not renewed, the train opera-
tions would cease by the end of
the month.

The agreement signed in 1991
was valid upto July 7, 2000. The

.officials between the two coun-

tries had agreed to extend it
upto the January 7 this year and
then again upto February 7
next. '

According to the officials, the
history of mutual interaction -
and cooperation binds the two

n\atlons to arrive.at satisfying
answer and engineer enduring
solution for the travelling public
and trade, which have great
expectation from both the rail-
way systems.

The Pakistani delegation is led
by Mr Abdul Qayyum, addition-
al genéral manager (freight) of
Pakistan railways, while the
Indian side is being led by Mr
S.S. Bhandari, additional mem-
ber (traffic) in the Railway
Board.

A bilateral agreement for rail
communication between India
and Pakistan was entered into
by the two governments in 1976
and was extended from time to

471do-Pak talks on rail links to go o

time till 1991 when after a
review a fresh agreement was
signed.

This agreement was reviewed -

by the two governments in 1994

an 1997.

The running of Qamjhauta
Express had come under scruti-
ny as the Indian intelligence
agencies suspect that it was
being used by “anti-India ele-
ments.”

L.ast year, the Pakistani rail-

way authorities had insisted on .

bringing their coaches up to
Amritsar, which the Indian rail-
way authorities said was not
possible because of operational
difficulties.

"
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Udupi, January 18 9’Vw EN‘&-/Vajpayee said India's readiness to

Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee today asked the lead-
ership there to demonstrate its sin-
cerity and commitment to the dia-
logue process by checking anti-India
militant outfits operating from
there, saying the onus of creating a
positive atmosphere for bilateral
talks rests clearly with Islamabad.

IN A tough message to Pakistan,

have talks with Pakistan at any level,
including at the highest level, has
been well established. "We have also
strongly demonstrated our sincerity
to create a conducive atmosphere
for talks through specific confi-
dence-building measures such as
the unilateral cessation of combat
operations in Jammu and Kashmir,"
he said. However, the Prime
Minister said the contlnuation of
rrorist activities

"I urge the lead- .

ership of Pakistan | ;x . _» }1n and outside the
to demonstrate its Agn' Won’t a State showed that
sincerity and com- | _ ; the. purpose of
mitment to the peace process India taking these
dialogue process | unilateral initia-
by condemning | GEN PERVEZ Musharraf said | tives was not being
terrorist violence | on Thursday that India's test-fir- | fulfilled.

by Pakistan-based | ing of Agni Il missile should not |  Referring to ter-
militant  groups | hamper the Kashmir peace | rorist attacks on
anl  cffectively [ process while -expressing hope { security forces and
cheékking  their | for a possible dialogue. «civilians  which
anti-India activi- PTI, Islamabad | have increased, he
ties. "The onus of said "what is dis-
creating a positive . . tressing is that the
atmosphere for | Driver dies in custody - leadg]tghip of
bilateral talks rests |. - . Pakistan contin-
clearly with | BILAL AHMAD Mir, the driv-| ues to do nothing
Pakistan," he said | er of the state forest department | to . restrain - these
in a statement | jecp used by Lashkar militants | terrorists, even as
here, noting that | in carrying out suicide attack on | it professes its
the recent spyrt in. | Srinagar airport: o , | Ragerness
violence in'| was shot dead on Thursday ‘Tesume ”He
Jammu and | while "trying to flee from the | said  Pakistan's
Kashmir and else- pohce custody”, police sources | argument that vio-
where in India | said in Srinagar. lence would stop
unlcashed by once talks begin

Pakistan-based - militant organisa-
tions "has vitiated the atmosphere
for resumption of.talks between the
two countries”. _

The Prime Minister's tough-talk-
ing comes closc on the heels of
stepped up violence by groups like
the Lashkar-c-Tayycba and three
days after the Indian High
Commissioner in Pakistan calling on
military ruler Pervez Musharraf to
formally propose resumption of
bilatcral ¢ dialogue.

cemEposite

"is strange. It convinces neither
India nor the international commu-
nity". "There cannot be meaningful
talks when guns continue to do their
own talking," Vajpayee said.

Asked if hé would welcome Pervez
Musharraf if he wanted to visit
India, he shot back: "I don't reply to
ifs and buts." He said India took a

_ decision on unilateral ceasefire and

it had a "very food effect as far as

the people of Jammy and Kashmir’

are concerned". (PTI)
s

fHE HINDUSTAN T2/



Najpayee puts onus of creating

atmosphere

NEW DELH!I 18 JANUARY

PRIME MINISTER A.B. Vajpayee undertook some
tough-talking against Islamabad on Thursday, asking
its military rulers to demonstrate their sincerity to
the dialogue process by “condemning the terrorist
violence of Pakistan-based militant groups and effec-
tively checking their anti-India activities.”

In a statement issued from Udupi in Karnataka on
Thursday, Mr Vajpayee put the onus for creating a
conducive atmosphere for resumption of bilateral
talks on Pakistan, saying that “the continuation of ter-
rorist activities in and outside the state (Jammu &
Kashmir) showed that the purpose of India taking
unilateral initiatives was not being fulfilled.”

Stating that the recent spurt in violence in
Kashmir and elsewhere in the country had “vitiated
the atmosphere for resumption of talks between the
two countries,” the Prime Minister noted: “What is
particularly surprising and distressing is the fact that
the leadership of Pakistan continues to do nothing to
restrain these terrorist organisations, which operate
from Pakistan soil, even as it professes its eagerness
to resume talks.”

The Prime Minister’s tough stance comes close

Our Political Bureau &\

The Econcitic T

j()r talks on Pak

on the heels of Indian high commissioner to Paklsum
Vijay Nambiar calling on military ruler Pervez
Musharraf in Islamabad, and a week ahead of the
review of the government’s ceasefire beyond January
26. Mr Vajpayee said India’s readiness to hold talks
with Pakistan at any level, including the highest level,
had been well established.

“We have also strongly demonstrated our sincer-
ity to create a conducive atmosphere for talks
through specific confidence-building measures such
as a unilateral cessation of combat operations in
Jammu & Kashmir,” he noted.

However, he regretted that the attacks of
Pakistan-based militant outfits such as Lashkar-e-
Toiba had increased both in number and gravity.
“Pakistan’s argument that the violence will stop once
talks begin is strange, to say the least.

It convinces neither India nor the international
community,” he said, adding that “there cannot be
meaningful talks for resolving outstanding issues and
normalising bilateral relations when the guns of ter-
rorist outfits continue to do their own talking.”

He noted that “the militants, who were opposed
to the peace process, were alarmed at the prospects,
of fruiiful dialogue between India and Pakistan.” /#/

&
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Ceasefire

qr gt

won

extended,
hints PM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 18. — A day

after India successfully test-

fired the Agni-II missile, there
were signals from the gov-

,ernment that the unilateral

* ceasefire announced in Kash-
; mir would not be extended.

i The Prime Minister seemed to
 say as much in a. statement
¢ from Udupi in Karnataka when

he said “the continuation of
terrorist activities .. shows the
purpose of our taking these
unilateral initiatives is not
being fulfilled”.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said:
“There cannot be meaningful
talks for resolving outstanding
issues and normalising bilateral
relations when the guns of

- terrorist outfits continue to do
their own talking .. the onus of
creating a positive atmosphere
for bilateral talks rests clearly

| with Pakistan.”

i He said the “spurt in terrorist
| violence” had “vitiated the at-
| ‘mosphere for resumption of
! talks between India and Pakis-
| tan”, effectively ruling out the
possibility of a dialogue.

Mr Vajpayee met Dr Faroog
Abdullah earlier in the day.
With barely a week left for the
- ceasefire to end, the chief
- minister also indicated reser-
- vations about another exten-
. sion, but promised to abide by

the Centre’s decision.

“The killing of innocent people
_has not stopped and infil-
* tration has also been reported

during the ceasefire period,” Dr

Abdullah said. “In fact, these

have gone up. I have put forth

my views to the Prime Minister
and it is for him to decide.”

. The suspension of combat
. operations against militants in

b(;‘

't

the state began on 27 Novem-
ber and was extended till 26
January.

Dr Abdullah, who also met Mr
LK Advani and Mr George
Fernandes, said: “If Pakistan
can reduce tension along the
border then it can very well rein
in the militant groups created
by them. Outfits like Jaish-e-
Mohammad, Lashkar-e-Tai-
yaba and Hizbul Mujahideen
are under Pakistani control and
do not want peace.”

Dr Abdullah indicated reser-

.vations about the Hurriyat pro-

posal to mediate between India
and Pakistan. “What they can
do in Pakistan is a mystery.
Let them make a beginning
and condemn the attacks
carried out by militants here.”
Mr Advani again ruled out the
possibility of tripartite talks in-
volving the Hurriyat, saying
“there is no change in the Cen-
tre’s stand on matters of issuing
passports to the APHC leaders”.
Meanwhile, in the third major
strike in the past five days, the
Hizbul today blasted two
security force vehicles, killing
seven jawans, including a BSF
deputy-commandant, and the
daughter of an Army Captain,
in south Kashmir today.

Eleven security personnel were

injured in the blasts, adds PTI.

Four BSF personnel, including
the deputy-commandant of 34th
Battalion, were killed and two
jawans critically injured in a
landmine blast in Pulwama

around 9.30 a.m. Half-an-hour -

later, militants detonated a
landmine near Awantipora, in-
juring 12 soldiers and the Cap-
tain’s daughter. They succum-
bed to injuries in hospital.

& Photograph on page 8
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‘: NEW DELHI, JAN 18 ’ fz -

THESAMJHAUTA Express
wﬂl continue to run. This was

| more or less decided during the

|
|
!
!

|
i

|
|

| first meeting here between the vis-
i iting Pakistani railway delegation

and officials of the Indian railways
today. An agreement to this effect
will be signed tomorrow.
“Themeeting was very cordial
and both sides mutually agreed to

| mostof the things,” an official later

Ado-Pak talks keep
‘Samjhauta on track

q, rently done.

19 i
The Pakistani delegation is
here to review the 1991 agreement
onrail links between the two coun-
tries. They are scheduled to leave
for home on January 22. Technol-
ogy changes and the subject of re-
placing the older CRT type wag-
ons with safer, faster and better
BCX and BCN type was also dis-
cussed at the six-hour-long meet-
ing. -
“The Pakistani officials agreed
to most of the things. Some

in thedays on
which 5 the
Samjhauta runs.
As the train runs
on Wednesdays and Fridays, Pak-
istani officials said, passengers
face problems on Jumma (Fii-
days) since the entire day is spent
in travelling. However, at the end
of the talks, they agreed to con-
tinue to run it on the same days.
“Changing the days would mean
major logistical problems and ad-
justments. They realised that and
agreed to it,” the Indian official
said. The Pakistani side did not
bring up the contentious issue of
taking the trainup to Amritsar as
per the original agreement and
not terminate it at Attari as is cur-

i said. Initially, Pakistani officials—  changes were not found feasible
led by Additional General Man-  since they are not compatible with
ager (freight) Ab- technology avail-
dul Qayyum — ‘ able in Pakistan,”
wanted a change PEACE ON he said, giving

details of the
meeting. Earlier,
Additional
Member (Traf-
fic) S.S. Bhandari — leadinig the
Indian team —welcomed the Pak-
istani delegation and noted that
since the 1991 agreement; rail sys-
tems in both countries had taken
impressive strides in areas of mod-
ern technology and management.
He expressed the hope that in
view of their history of thutual co-
operation, the two sides would be
able to arrive at mutually satisfying
answers to problems they face and
engineer enduring solutions for
the travelling public and trade,
which have great expectations
from the two railway systems.

INDIAN ZXP £S89

a5
s W



A ‘COURTESY CALL’ of exceptional importance
seems to have generated a new wave of expecta-
tions on the India-Pakistan diplomatic front.
However, there is no real justification for eu-
phoria at this stage over the latest meeting be-
tween India’s High Commissioner to Pakistan,
Mr. Vijay Nambiar, and the Chief Executive of
Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf. No diplomatic
breakthrough of any magnitude is actually in-
dicated as an immediate result of this meeting,
although the Vajpayee administration does ap-
pear to have finally crossed a psychological bar-
rier relating to a direct engagement with
Pakistan’s present military ruler. It is in this lim-
ited sense that the latest Indian initiative de-
serves to be welcomed cautiously. The meeting
itself may help both sides explore the limits to
the political will of each other in seeking a bilat-
eral re-engagement in the present circumstanc-

f/s. To this extent, it is too early to judge whether
a new dynamic has really come into play in the
India-Pakistan arena. Although Mr. Nambiar
had requested the ‘courtesy call’ as early as the
beginning of last month, it stands to reason that
much of what he is reported to have conveyed to
Gen. Musharraf will constitute an updated diplo-
matic message from New Delhi. The specific for-
eign policy context is New Delhi’s assessment of
Islamabad’s two extraordinary announcements
— the observance of “maximum restraint” along
the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir
as also the move to withdraw some of Pakistan’s
troops from a position of forward deployment in
that same sector. From New Delhi's standpoint,
the current political ambience for assessing Pa-
kistan’s mood may have been generated by the
recent “musings’”’ of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

Viewed in this perspective, a logical litmus
test for identifying new signals, if any, from the
Indian side will pertain to Mr. Vajpayee’s recent
pledge that he “shall not traverse solely on the

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2001

TOWARDS TALKS WITH PAKISTAN

beaten track of the past” in dealing with Pakis-
tan. So, a simple question with profound impli-
cations is whether Mr. Nambiar has in fact
conveyed to Gen. Musharraf any new terms for
the resumption of bilateral parleys. Virtually fos-
silised in the Kargil conflict-related polemics, the
proposition about renewing the dialogue can of
course be considered afresh in the bilateral ‘spir-
it’ of the present moment when the mood is
largely determined by the Centre’s sustained
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir and a host of
related events as well. New Dethi has indicated
that it is still looking for evidence to its satis-
faction about Gen. Musharraf being willing and
able to keep the Pakistan-based ‘Kashmiri’ mil-
itants on leash. While this does not signify a dra-
matic departure from the “beaten track”, New
Delhi has certainly offered Islamabad ‘‘progres-
sive and constructive” engagement against the
evolving subcontinental clamour for peace.

VA }8\1

To be consistent with the Vajpayee adminis-
tration’s stated desire to resume a ‘‘composite
dialogue”, it will be necessary to interpret the
notion of progressiveness as being applicable
only to the process of re-engagement as distinct
from the substance of the parleys. This is so, if
only because a ‘‘composite dialogue” covers by
its very definition all issues including Kashmir
insofar as it is a bilateral dispute. Viewed thus,
Gen. Musharraf’s reassertion of the “‘core” sta-
tus of the Kashmir issue can be suitably ad-
dressed. If Pakistan says that a dialogue with
India over Kashmir and other issues can deprive
the militants of the raison d'etre for their acts of
anti-India violence, New Delhi will do well to.
evaluate this logic. The defining characteristic of
this and other dilemmas before both sides is mu-
tual distrust. This can only be overcome through
serious parleys aimed at preventing war, build-
ing bilateral confidence and resolving the issues
at stake. i

/




[TIONAL PERSPECTIVE.

4\ But the situation calls for innovation ) {

NE can understand why New Delhi has difficulty in |
accepting the idea of tripartite talks with Pakistan angd |
what can be called the anti-integrationist voice in Kashmir |
whose most visible political representative is the All Party |

!

! Hurriyat Conference. The problem is not so much with |

Pakistan as with the Hurriyat, or rather with acknowledging |
that anti-integrationism is a legitimate political aspiration | |
and that the problem of militant or jehadi violence, in
Kashmir is not entirely Pakistan’s creation. The other |
problem from the Indian point of view is that in a tripartite | ¥
process, the Hurriyat would naturally come across as re- |
presenting all Kashmiris, including those situated across the :
Line of Control. This would marginalise the not insubstantial :
section of Kashmiri opinion, represented by Farooq Abdullah !
and his National Conference and by and large favourable to
India, as well as weighting any tripartite process in favour of -
the pro-Pakistan line. This is a perfectly legitimate argument |
since neither the Hurriyat nor its counterparts, whoever they |
might be, in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir, have ever had their
opinions, regarding the future of Kashmxr tested in a free
and fair ballot. Many of these outfits, such as the Lashkar-e- -
Taiyaba, do not accept the Humyat’s authority at all. The |
Government’s reasoning probably is that if the militants are
being controlled by sections of the Pakistani establishment
and the Hurriyat has no other way of establishing its locus
standi with Kashmiri opinion, why should it be elevated to
the status of a privileged interlocutor in any peace process.
On the other hand, the responses from Pakistan have been
ambivalent. The Pakistani foreign secretary called Vajpayee's
New Year speech “admirable”, General Musharraf asked for
sincerity on India’s part, the Pakistani interior secretary calls
upon jehadis to cool down. There are rumours about a com-
posite dialogue at the foreign secretary level and even of a
“Lahore-type” summit, although Brajesh Mishra strenuously
demes that any invitation has been issued. However, there
aré two difficulties. One, Pakistan clearly wants a recoghition
of the Hurriyat as the spokesman of the Kashmiri people in ;
any dialogue process, whether tripartite or not, two, India
continues to consider Pakistan as the source of succour of all .
militant activity in the valley of Kashmir., How these
divergent perceptions are to be reconciled is anybody’s guess.
On militancy, for instance, it is not clear what degree of con- .
trol Musharraf is personally able to exercise over outfits like
the Lashkar, responsible for the three major post-ceasefire
terrorist attacks. Maybe he has no choice but to go along with
what is seen by some of the most powerful seofions of the :
establishment as a national endeavour. But then, that is |
going to determine the kind of cards Pakistan is able to lay on |
the table. The perspectwe on Kashmir is still very traditional.

e e .
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 16. Even as the
suspense continues over the issue
of travel documents to some lead-
ers of the All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference to enable them travel to
Pakistan, the Indian Government
has categorically conveyed to the
military government here that it
does not consider the Hurriyat
sole representatives of the Kash-
miris.

ews on

§ -\ Y\ L

A clear message §n these lines
was conveyed by th4 Indian High
Commissioner, Mr. Wjay K. Nam-
biar, when he called on the Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, here yesterday.

The High Commissioner told
Gen. Musharraf that while India
would continue its direct engage-
ment with all groups in Jammu
and Kashmir including the APHC,
it did not subscribe to the view

that the Hurriyat alone represent-
ed the Kashmiris. Implied in the
Indian formulation was the rec-
ognition that while the Hurriyat
could claim to represent Kashmi-
ris, it could not appropriate the
title of being the sole representa-
tive body.

Neither Mr. Nambiar nor Gen.
Musharraf mentioned the pro-
posed visit of the Hurriyat team

THE HINDY

17 JAN 2001

Hurriyat conveyed to Pak.

for discussions with the Govern-
ment and the Pakistan-based mil-
itant outfits to pave the way for a
“tripartite dialogue”.

The APHC’s locus standi has
become the major bone of con-
tention between New Delhi and
Islamabad with the latter reiterat-
ing that it considered the APHC
the legitimate representative
body of the Kashmiris.




Jay Raina
New Deihi, January 16

HE CENTRE is caught in a

bind over the five-member

Hurriyat delegation's pro-
posed visit to Pakistan. What has
forced the Vajpayee regime into a
rethink is the 23-party conglomer-
ate's lack of clarity about its Pak
mission. .

Going by the discussions at the
Cabinet Committee on Security
(CC8) here yesterday, the possibil-
ity of an official sanction for the
Hurriyat's journey appears bleak.
The Government may firm up its
decision over the next couple of
days following detailed discussions
with its Kashmir "think-tank” com-
prising top level intelligence offi-
cers and track-two intermediaries,

Official sources told The
Hindustan Times that the
Hurriyat leaders have not spelt
out the parameters of their peace-
mission except for expressing opti-
mism about persuading some Pak-
based militant outifts to respond
positively ‘to New Delhi's cease-
fire initiative.

._While delinking extension of the
Ramzan cease-fire from the
Hurriyat's  Pak  visit, the

——— -

Possibility of cle

Syed Ali, Shah Geelani

Government:, sources disclosed.
was keen to. analyse the implica-
tions of the Kashmiri leader's
interaction with Pak-backed mili-
tant groups. This was considered
necessary in. the light of the con-
flicting signals emanating from
the Hurrivat camp.

The Centre is understood to
have conveyed to the Hurriyat
leaders that they were welcome to
visit Pakistan in their individual
capacities. But their response till
date has ' been dismal" they
remarked. ;

According to sources, the Centre

W Qo

is wary of allowing Jamati-i-Islami
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani to
accompany the Hurriyat delega-
tion. The unexpressed fear is
about his ability to hijack the
entire mission and reduce it to an
anti-India venture,

It is quite likely that Geelani
might use the opportunity to prop-
agate the philosophy of Muslim
'Umma"~-trans-national Islamic
brotherhood--- instead of plead-
ing for peace in Kashmir. His
unabashed admiration for merce-
nary groups and their violent con-
tribution to the promotion of
Pan-Islamic objectives is already
well known.

The Centre, apparently, i3 also
reluctant to accord the Hurriyat
leaders the role of a third party in
the Kashmir dispute. Keen though
to enter into a dialogue with the
"people of Kashmir," the Govern-
ment is loath to the idea of putting
"all its eggs in one basket.” "All
formations including the Hurriyat
have a role, depending upon their
political formulations at the grass-
roots,” the sources averred .

Another development which has
prompted the Government review
its Kashmir pelicy is the spurt in
militant attacks on civilians.

arance to Hurriyat’s Pak trip appear

Conglomerate lacks clarity about it4 miission @ nvoy Nambiar’s meeting with Gen. Musharraf first step towards summit

Shishir Gupta .{«M -\
New Delhi, January 16

WHEN INDIAN High
Commissioner Vijay Nambiar met
Pakistan's military ruler Gen.
Pervez Musharraf in Islamabad
yesterday, the two countries per-
haps took the tirst step towards an
Indo-Pak summit.

Never mind the controversy over
the delegation the Hurriyat has
announced for talks in Pakistan,
the Vajpayee Government's condi-
tional offer for resumption of the
composite Indo-Pak dialogue
gives currency to a road map doing
the rounds in generally well-
informed circles here. .

This projected road map to
peace, or at least an attempt at
preparing ground for it, hinges
squarely on a breakthrough on the
key question of cross-border ter-
rorism. Pakistan insists that the
"core issue” of Kashmir should be
discussed tirst for "improvement in
the prevailing environment.”
India, on its part, argues that
Pakistan first rein in jehadi ele-
ments such as the Lashkar-e-
Tayabba (LeT) and the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen (HUM)  before
resumption of the composite dia-

Y )
Atal Bihari Vajpayee

loguce process.

A foreign secretary-level meet-
ing is perhaps the instrument
available to the two sides to get
aver the logiam on the ‘climate’
conducive for talks. An cngage-
ment of this kind could materialisc:
even before the January 20 impo -
sition of United Nations sanctions

on Taliban and the inauguration o’

the  Bush presidency B

General Pervez Musharraf

Washington the same day.

From all available indications,
the two sides aren't being particu-
larly fussy about the date and the
venue of the proposed parleys. For
the present, however, the second
anniversary of Prime Minister
Vajpayce's 1999 bus ride to Lahote
seems a natural choice  for
resumption of the stalled dialogue.

If such a picture does unfold, it

would have tremendous symbolic
significance from Mr Vajpayee's
standpoint. After all, it was the
Lahore sentiment that was buried
in the frozen heights of Kargil by a
furtive Pak Army establishment.

In fact, the January 21, 1999
Lahore Declaration Mr Vajpayee
signed with the since exiled Nawaz
Sharif, is at the heart of the Indian
gameplan. It recognises the Simla
Agrcement, the essence of which
is bilateralism, as opposed to
Islamabad's consistent efforts to
settle Kashmir through third party
intervention.

Government sources said the
foreign secretary-level talks were a
near-certainty. And when they
come about, they would most cer-
tainly take the dialogue process
forward through pleasant voices
indicative of a thaw in relations
between the two nuclear neigh-
bours. The additional CBMs that
might emerge from the planned
talks include an increase in the
frequency of the weekly Delhi-
Lahore bus service and possible
resumption of cricketing ties.

Here, it is pertinent to point out
that Gen Pervez Musharraf, dur-
ing his interaction with Mr
Nambiar, cxpressed disappoint-

e —

s bleak|

ment over India's decision to call
off its cricket team's Pak tour.
Media reports indicate that the
General had wanted to personally
welcome the Indian cricketers.

As per the proposed blueprint,
the FS-level dialogue will pave the
way for a meeting between the
Foreign Ministers of the two coun-
tries. Subsequently, the two sides
will announce resumption of the
composite dialogue by reviving the
seven groups they had originally
set up to deal with all outstanding
issues, including  Kashmir,
Siachen, Sir Creek and and the
Tulbul Navigation Project.

The framework for the compos-
ite dialogue process was decided
in June 1997. The first round of
discussions on all the issues on the
table were held in Delhi between
Nov 5-13 a year later.

This time, a few subject-specific
groups will meet in India and the
remaining in Pakistan. But in some
cases, the venue for talks might
not necessarily be the national
capitals of the two countries.
During the Foreign Ministers'
meeting, notes are likely to be
exchanged on the prospects of an
Indo-Pak Summit moEmimv

down the year,
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/ India, Pak officials review
WS 1991 rail agreement

By Our Specml C rrespondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 17} The two-day
talks between officials of the Indi-
an and Pakistani Railways to re-
view the 1991 Rail
Communication Agreement be-
gan here today. The agreement
expired in July last and the Samj-
hauta Express has since been run-
ning on ad-hoc extension.

In the absence of a fresh agree-
ment, both the Governments
have been unable to introduce
new services, including for goods
traffic, on the Delhi-Amritsar-At-
tari-Lahore route.

The talks are part of exploratory
exchanges being held, taking into
account technological improve-
ments made in rolling stock and
track design.

A bilateral agreement for rail
communication between India
and Pakistan was first signed in
1976. It was extended from time
to time till 1991, when a fresh
agreement was signed.

This accord was reviewed by
the two Governments in 1994 and
1997. The 1991 agreement was
valid till July 7, 2000. The two rail-
ways agreed to extend it to Janu-
ary 7, 2001, and then again to
February 7.

According to an official release,
the Railway Board Additional
-‘Member (Traffic) and head of the
{ndian delegation, Mr. S. S. Bhan-
dari, said the intervening period
since the 1991 agreement, had
seen both the systems make im-
pressive strides in the areas of
modern technology and manage-
ment.

“Qur deliberations will, there-

The railway officials of India (top) and Pakistan during an
official meeting to review the 1991 agreement on rail
communication between the two countries at the
Rail Bhavan, in New Delhi, on Wednesday — PT!

fore, need to keep in mind these
changes as well as the challenges
faced by rail transport from other
modes while framing our services
to the passenger and trade.”

The Indian delegation includes
Mr. Shri Prakash, Executive Direc-
tor (Traffic), Mr. V. K. Manglik, E.
D. (Mechanical Engineering) and
Mr. R. Sivadasan, E. D. (Ac-
counts).

The Pakistani team is headed
by Mr. Abdul Qayum, Additional
General Manager (Freight), Pakis-
tan Railways.

It comprises Mr. Aurangazib
Khan, Additional G.M. (Passen-
ger), Mr. Khwaja Nazir Ahmad,
Chief Traffic Manager (Freight),
Mr. Asad Saeed, Chief Mechanical
Engineer (Carriage) and Mohd

Saleem Bhatti (Financial Advisor)., /

) g H!ND\}

189

1N 7M




7ﬁialogue on our terms: Advani

By Our Special Correspondent kp /'(Reports% krinagar indicate

NEW DELHI, JAN. 17. Indicating a
hardening of stance in the inter-
nal debate over the nature and di-
rection of the ‘peace process” in
Jammu and Kashmir, the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
has made it clear that the “dia-
logue”, if any, will be conducted
on “‘our” terms and according to

i “our” agenda. Mr. Advani has al-

so said that not only will there be
no tripartite taltks on Kashmir, the
Hurriyat leaders cannot even ex-
pect to dictate terms of their visit
to Pakistan.

In an interview to the S
weekly, Panchajanya, (10 be pub-
lished later this week), the Minis-
ter firmly rejected any suggestion
that the Vajpayee Government
was conducting the peace offen-

. sive from a position of weakness.

"“We are clear that we would talk
oo - ~mAKagh-

that the hardliners within the
APHC have been constrained to
suggest that the Hurriyat cannot
hope to dictate terms to New Del-
hi. Meanwhile, the hardliner,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, in the cap-
ital for medical treatment, report-
edly met the Pakistani High
Commissioner today.)

In remarks probably meant for
the Sangh Parivar constituency,
Mr. Advani argued that “peace”
could be said to prevail only when
the Kashmiri Pandits were able to
return to the Valley.

Mr. Advani also spoke about
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence. Though he hinted that the
ISI was able to find considerable
support because of the politics of
appeasement, he was careful to
assert that there was no linkage
between one’s patriotism and re-
ligion. He patted himself on the

back for making the country
aware of the ISI menace, so much
so that even the West Bengal
Chief Minister was willing to talk
about the possibility of the ma-
drasas being misused.

Visit any time: Bhat
PTI reports from Srinagar:

The APHC chairman, Mr. Abdul
Ghani Bhat, today asserted that
the visit would take place ‘“any
time despite hurdles and impedi-
ments”. “‘Right now, cancellation
of the proposed visit of the Hurri-
yat team to Pakistan is not under
discussion and it will take off any
time,” he said.

On Mr. Advani’s statement that
only “eligible” APHC members
would get passports, Mr. Bhat
said, “if they don’t issue passports
I have nothing to say,” adding “if

they do, all of us wi}l have to say
many things”.
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“Indian envoy meets Musharraf,”

calls for ¢

A

By B. Muralidhar Reddy M() ing en ‘gh proof of its

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 15. For the first
time since the Kargil hostilities in
May/June 1999, India today for-
mally conveyed its desire to Pakis-
tan for early resumption of a
“composite dialogue’, but not
without pointing out the sore
points that continued to be a mat-
ter of concern. The conditional of-
fer for a ‘“progressive and
constructive” engagement was
made by the Indian High Com-
missioner, Mr. Vijay Nambiar,
during a meeting with the Pakis-
tan Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, here. The meeting was
no more than a mere reiteration of
the known positions by both sides
albeit with a difference. What they
had told each other through
“third parties” was conveyed face
to face.

From the Indian side there was
an appreciation of Pakistan’s re-
cent initiatives in addressing some
of its concerns but at the same
time it was made known that
much more needed to be done.

Gen. Musharraf, on his part,
stuck to the theme of Kashmir be-
ing the “core issue’’ of tension and
said resumption of dialogue was
the best way to deal with the mil-
itant groups. A terse three-para
statement by the Foreign Office
summed up Islamabad’s position.
The operative para said: “During
the meeting, the Chief Executive
stressed the need for early re-
sumption of the dialogue process
for resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute. The commencement of the
dialogue would bring about im-
provement in the prevailing envi-
ronment”’. The “‘courtesy call”, a
request for which was made by
Mr. Nambiar on December 2, last-
ed for almost an hour today, giv-

importanc¢. The Foreign Secreta-
ry, Mr. Inainul Hag, was present.

Response, to Pak. initiative

India’s desire for good-neigh-
bourly relations with Pakistan
could be construed as a response
to the latter’'s December 2 state-
ment promising to observe “‘maxi-
mum restraint” on the Line of
Control and expressing a desire
for resumption of the stalled dia-
logue. Mr. Haq had called the In-
dian High Commissioner to his
office on December 2 and formally
handed over a copy of the press
statement articulating the Gov-
ernment’s position on dialogue
with India.

The substance of Mr. Nambiar’s
presentation today was no differ-

ent from the statements of senior
Ministers in the Vajpayee Govern-
ment in the last few weeks and the
new year musings of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-

payee.

The High Commissioner said
India looked forward to early re-
sumption of the dialogue process
and if Pakistan was prepared to
address New Delhi's concerns, it
would contribute to the process.
‘Rein in militant groups’

India wants Pakistan to create
an appropriate environment for
talks by reaffirming faith in bilat-
eral agreements particularly the
Shimla Agreement and the Lahore
Declaration; reaffirm prevention
of violation of the LoC with a stern

composite dialogue’

message to infiltrators and rein in \
militant outfits such as the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen. Referring to the
claims and threats made by outfits
such as the Lashkar to target the
office of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Nambiar told the General that in
absence of steps to counter such
outfits by Islamabad, an impres-
sion had gained ground that they
enjoyed official patronage.

Gen. Musharraf, reiterating the
commitment to implement all bi-
lateral agreements, made it a
point to include the United Na-
tions resolutions on Kashmir. The
process of resumption of dialogue
should not be linked to cessation
of violence by militant outfits, he
said.

An important step forward

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 15. The meeting
between the Chief Executive of
Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
and the Indian High Commission-
er in Islamabad, Mr. Vijay Nam-
biar, takes the peace process in
the Subcontinent an important
step forward—from an indirect to
a direct communication between
the two countries. The meeting
marks the first of the “exploratory
steps” that the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in late
December told Parliament that
India would initiate with Pakistan
in order to resume the dialogue
between the two nations that had
been stalled since the Kargil con-
frontation in the summer of
1999..

The reiteration of the formal
positions bv the two foreign offic-

es on the “terms of engagement”
does in no way reduce the politi-
cal significance of the meeting be-
tween the Indian envoy and Gen.
Musharraf. Foreign offices neces-
sarily have to insure against fail-
ure of further movement.

A spokesman of the Foreign Of-
fice reaffirmed India’s demand
that the dialogue can only resume
when Pakistan creates a “condu-
cive atmosphere” by ending
“cross-border terrorism.” Islama-
bad, on the other hand, says that
only resumption of the dialogue
will facilitate an end to the vio-
lence in Kashmir.

In the next few days, the focus
of Indo-Pak diplomacy will be on
how the process could be moved
further down the road. India will
be looking for what Mr. Vajpayee
in his new year musings at Kum-

THE HINDU
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arakom called “sufficient proof of
preparedness” on the part of Gen.
Musharraf to “‘create a conducive
atmosphere.” India appears to '
have dangled the carrot of invit-
ing Gen. Musharraf to New Delhi
if he can show he is capable and -
willing to rein in the jihadi
groups. If Gen. Musharraf cannot
deliver, there will be little political
incentive for New Delhi to engage
him.

The question is how keen is
Gen. Musharraf to come to Delhi.
India has hinted that it is ready to
host him, if he can control the vio-
lence. It has also offered substan-
tive negotiations to resolve the
Kashmir dispute. Or would the
General insist on additional steps
from India on “de-escalation” of
the situation in Kashmir valley, so

that he hgs en olitical cov-




H/urrlyat to wait, Bhat talks tough

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEWDELHIJAN14 N

L

URRIYAT Confer-
Hence chairman Abdul

Gani Bhat on Sunday in-
dicated that he was inclined to wait
for issuance of passports to mem-
bers of its team for visit to Pakistan
and did some tough talking to tide
over bickering over announce-
ment of the delegation saying the
decision was binding on all the
members. -

"The Hurriyat Cbnference
takes decision collectively and
whatever be the issue, the decision
is binding on all," Bhat told news-
menover phone from Srinagar.

However, Bhat said "we do not
deny a member his right to frame
his opinion in regard to a particu-
lar matter. But what is important
that the decision of Hurriyat Con-
ference is carried out.”

When asked about the com-
ments made by fire-brand Jamaat

leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani that
his representative at the executive
meeting had voiced objection to
announcement of team before the
Centre issued passports, the Hur-
riyat chairman said "When I said
Hurriyat Conference takes deci-
sion collectively, it means a matter
is solved either by consensus or
voting."

The Hur-
nyat chair-

an felt that
the trip to Pakistan might take
place later than January 15, but the
date did not matter the most.

"The Hurriyat Conference is
not in for dates and days but is
pushing forward with a direction to
achieve a breakthrough. It does
not matter when the passports are
issued, what counts is whether we
are able to contribute our mite in
resolving the dispute (Kashmir),"
Bhat said.

The Hurriyat chairman made it
clear that the delegation would go

as soon as the Centre issued pass-
portsto the delegates.

Asked about the future course
of action in case passports were not
issued to all the five members of
the delegation named by it, Bhat
said "well, the executive committee
will take up the issue at a formal
meeting and decide. We move and
take decisions collectively."

Bhat has-

VISIT TO PAKISTAN tencdtoadd

"but then re-
member, I never loose heart. I still
trust that the Government will is-
sue passports to all in order to en-
sure that the peace process is not
derailed on one pretext or the
other."

The Hurriyat chairman said
the executive committee would
meet again and discuss the forth-
coming visit to Pakistan after the
Centre issued travel documents to
all the five.

Asked about the possibility of
issuance of passport to Geelani es-
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pecially in the wake of comments
made by Union Home Minister L
K Advani, Bhat said "I think there
are sane elements around in Delhi
and Islamabad and if you like in
Srinagar too, who have chosen to
set out on a journey to sanity,
goodwill and understanding,”

About the reported possibility
of direct talks between India and
Pakistan and whether this would
marginalise the Hurriyat role,
Bhat said "No, I do not agree and
we will not succumb to any pres-
sure.”

When his attention was drawn
towards the remarks made by
some Kashmiri Pundit groups
against non-inclusion of any mem-
ber from that community, the Hur-
riyat chairman said "Kashmiri
Pundits know and I know too that if
and when the delegation goes, mir-
acles cannot happen in a day. We
only need to understand that the
ice needs to be broken for which a

CONTINUED ON PA—Gf2/"
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wants passpo

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JAN 3

AUGHT between a cleft
‘ stick over the choice of a

Hurriyat Conference team
to visit Pakistan, its chairman Ab-
dul Gani Bhat on Wednesday said
the Centre should give passports to
all the seven executive members of
the amalgam to make the dream
of peace initiatives between India
and Pakistan a reality.

"We trust the Government will
issue passports in favour of all the
seven members of the executive
council with a view to helping the
process to move forward in the
right direction," Bhat told news-
menover phone from Srinagar.

With consensus elusive on the
composition of the team, Bhat has
been authorised to nominate the
team to hold talks with militant
leadership and other Pakistani offi-
cials.

Insiders say Bhat will have to
do a tight rope walking as it would
be difficult for him to choose a
team in the wake of statements by
pro-Pakistan Hizbul Mujahideen

NV

asking them to include fire brand
Jamaat-e-Islamia leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani in the team travel-
ling to Pakistan.

Bhat would be waiting for a
"goodwill gesture" from Geelani
like the one from Abdul Gani
Lone, who on January 1 said he
would opt out of the team if it was
required for consensus.

Pak troops fire on

indian positions

W JAMMU:AFTER a month-long
lull, Pakistani troops on Wednes-
day fired heavily on Indian posi-
tions along the International Border
in Kathua area in Jammu region,
forcing Border Security Force per-
sonnel fo return the fire,

BSF sources said the exchange of
fire lasted 10 to 15 minutes, adding
that there was no loss of life or
damage to property on the indian
side. They said BSF jawans retali-
“ated after Pakistani rangers fired
indiscriminately on Indian posi-

ak visit: Hurriyat chlef

When it was pointed out to
Hurriyat chairman that Geelani ‘
and another senior Humyat |
leader Shiekh Abdul Aziz had not
applied either inwriting orverbally | (
for passport, Bhat said "probably it ]

(

rts for all
|

should be taken in the larger inter-
est as a request for the issuance of |
the passports" to them too. /

However, the Centre, which is |
understood to have given clear- |
ance for issuance of travel docu- 1
ments to Bhat, Lone, Shia leader |
Maulvi Abbas Ansati and provid- (
ing new travel document to JKLF
leader Yaseen Malik (who applied
in September last year), has not
given a go ahead for passports to
Geelani and Aziz.

Informed sources said that |
since these two had not applied for
the same, a decision could not be
taken.

The Hurriyat Chairman is,
however, of the opinion that the
peace initiative needs to be pushed
forward in the right perspective in
order to achieve a breakthrough.

"All of us in Delhi, Islamabad |
as well as Srinagar and Muzza- i

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 |
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Consensus Mg!udeg Hurriyat, Bhat

P (e
to decide on

The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: The Hurriyat
 Conference on Tuesday failed to
reach a consensus on constituting
its team for the proposed January
15 visit to Pakistan and authorised
chairman Abdul Ghani Bhat to
select one.

After a six-hour meeting of the
Hurriyat executive council, a
spokesperson told journalists that
since the government had not yet

-+ released travel documents to most

of the Hurriyat leaders, the chair-
man had been authorised to select
the delegation so that he could
nominate its members in the event
of an emergency.

The meeting at Hurriyat head-
quarters was held under tight secu-
ity in view of the December 17
clashes between pro-Pakistan and
pro-Independence supporters of
the Hurniyat during a similar meet-
ing held at the same venue.

The spokesperson said that the
coming panchayat elections in
Jammu and Kashmir were also dis-
cussed. The APHC has asked the
people to boycott the exercise as it
was felt that the polls were being

held to sabotage the restoration of
peace in Kashmir. “On the one
hand, there is talk of creating a
conducive atmosphere to resolve
the Kashmir issue, on the other,
un-democratic panchayat elections
are being imposed on the people,”
the statement said.

It said the Hurriyat would ascer-
tain whether the Centre was
“involved” in the holding of pan-
chayat elections in the state.

Agencies add from Islamabad:
Militants battling Indian soldiers in

Jammu and Kashmir issued a

warning on Tuesday that their
secessionist war would continue
despite the peace talks which were
planned for later this month.

“We won’t cut back on our
attacks against the Indian army nor
will we allow New Delhi to use
meaningless talk as a delaying tac-
tic,” Farooq Kashmiri, chief of the
militant group Harakat-ul
Mujahedeen said. “Our struggle will
continue until Kashmir is liberated.”

Saleem Hashmi, a spokesman
for Hizb-ul Mujahideen, one of the
largest Kashmiri militant groups,
said he wanted more information

e e "

tear'for Pakistan

about the nature of the talks to be
held in Pakistan.

“We don’t oppose talks. But we
want that all the three parties
involved in the dispute be mnclud-
ed,” said Mr Hashmi. “The
Mujahideen are united and their
struggle will continue.”

Pro-Pakistan militant outfit Al-
badr has also warned that it will
step up militant operations in
Kashmir and reject the offer of
talks with India, media reports said
on Tuesday.

A statement quoting Bakht
Zamin, a leader of Al-badr, which
is in favour of Kashmir’s accession
to Pakistan, rejected any proposal
for talks with India and said the
issue of Kashmir could be solved
ouly through a jihad, the Pakistan
daily The News said. “We have set
up targets for 2001, we will step up
our operations,” Mr Zamin said.

Al-badr is an outfit supported by
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence and has been generally used
to create a rift within Kashmiri
militant outfits. Recently, Al-badr
was used to engineer divisions
within the Hizbul Mujahideen.



Indo-Pak Talks

W

Don’t Make a Villain of Musharraf

HERE are two ﬁadictory

perceptions in India about Pak-
istani military men and their obses-
sion with Kashmir: they can’t be
trusted to maintain peace, but only
they can deliver it and ensure its
longevity. Prime Minister Vajpayee
has shown admirable political
courage in choosing non-violence
as a tool of conflict resolution in
Kashmir. Now he must find it in
himself to talk to Gen Musharraf in
the same spirit he acknowledged
Pakistan’s historical permanence
during his 1999 Lahore bus trip.

Like him or not, Musharraf has
cobbled together an emerging vi-
sion among Pakistan’s military-in-
telligence elite that engagement
with India through a policy of ‘prag-
matic flexibility’ is critical to Pak-
istan’s long-term security and sta-
bility. His decisions may seem hap-
hazard at times, but he’s a tactician
who has successfully balanced the
contradictory interests represented
by Islamic zealotry, feudal politics
and black-market economics. Dur-
ing the past year, he has removed
dangerous hawks in his inner circle
and promoted like-minded gener-
als. And now, by exiling Nawaz
Sharif, he has ensured the Sharif
family’s ill-gotten wealth cannot be
used as bribe money for Pakistan’s
Islamic fundamentalists.

Nevertheless, Indian suspicions
remain. In the interests of further-
ing the embryonic peace process in
Kashmir, a process in which I have
been centrally engaged for the past
15 months, 1 am today providing
certain information that will hope-
fully shed light on the circum-
stances surrounding India’s deepest
wound vis-a-vis Musharraf: the ex-
tent and nature of his personal role
in Kargil.

The common perception is that
he dreamed the idea up, pressed
Sharif to accept it,ran the operation
and finally get rid of Sharif when, at
the behest of President Clinton,
Nawaz made the army ecat a piece
of American humble pie on July 4,
1999. Not one of these perceptions
is accurate. While it is the army’s job
to draft war-game scenarios, Sharif
personally approved the operation
and was in touch with ground com-
manders once it started. His betray-
al of Lahore was born of a misguid-
ed notion that one day he could ex-
change Kargil for Siachen. While
Musharraf was nominally in charge,
senior generals with ISI back-
grounds orchestrated and ran the
most sensitive aspects of the opera-

By MANSOOR WAZ

tion. T

In a June 28, 1999 classified brief-
ing I wrote for President Clinton six
days prior to Sharif’s July 4 gambit,
I said that a serious rupture had
emerged between the army chief
and the PM, and that by hosting
Sharif in Washington, he was effec-
tively sealing the civilian govern-
ment’s fate. I told him strong evi-
dence existed that the ISI director,
Lt Gen Ziauddin, connived inap-
propriately in monitoring Mushar-
raf’s activities for Nawaz, both in-
side Pakistan and abroad. I specifi-
cally cited Sharif’s insistence that
Ziauddin accompany the army
chief to Beijing at the height of the
crisis, the same trip during which
Musharraf’s alleged telephone con-
versation with Li-Gen Mohd. Aziz,
was ‘intercepted’.

The president agreed to see
Sharif, He did so not just because of
Pentagon’s concerns that a
nuclear showdown loomed or

o Kargil was approved by
Nawaz Sharif; it is unfair to
hold Musharraf alone
responsible for it or to refuse
a dialogue with him

s Musharraf is under pressure
from islamic fanatics who
will do anything to
frustrate talks

* Vajpayee must trust
Musharraf and start talks,
while at the same time
buttressing the goodwiil he
has generated in Kashmir

because of mounting Indian politi-
cal pressure but because by then he
was well aware of Sharif’s role in
approving the military operation. A
senior Pakistani cabinet official
confided in me on July 5, 1999
that during the Clinton-Nawaz
meeting, US officials made it
clear to the Pakistani delegation
that they were certain of
Sharif’s intrinsic involvement in the
‘g0’ decision on Kargil. It is because
of this that Clinton asked Sharif to
call off his unwise gambit.

To blame Kargil entirely on
Musharraf when the compulsions
of an elected despot were the real
culprit strains credulity and cannot
serve as the basis for deciding
whether or not to start a dialogue
with Islamabad now. The question
is not whether Vajpayee can trust

\¢

Musharraf. The Pakistani army, af-
ter all, is still the only institution
which can make a just peace stick.
The question is how to arrange a
summit within the constraints im-
posed on the Pakistani regime by
Islamic fapatics who now see
Musharraf as a security threat and
on an Indian government whose
mandate to make peace could easi-
ly evaporate with a few more well-
timed episodes like the Lashkar-e-
Taiba attack on the Red Fort.
Bomb blasts in three Pakistani
cities last week show similar vulner-
abilities to extremist agendas there.
Vajpayee needs to talk to Pakistan
and soon.

The pressures within for Mushar-
raf’s ouster are growing and are in
part a function of his attempt to
moderate Pakistan’s rigid stance on
Kashmir. He has done much al-
ready to turn down the tempera-
ture 1n the Valley. To do more, or to
do anything that betrays the public
trust or army confidence is to invite
trouble from the thousands of Is-
lamic fanatics camped 100 miles
away.

The Red Fort attack is ominous
as it possibly represents the initial
stages of a broader strategy to take
the Kashmiri Jihad into the Indian
heartland to sabotage any Mushar-
raf-Vajpayee peace deal before it is
made. Suicide attacks in Bangalore
at an IT nerve centre would be a
devastating blow to foreign in-
vestor confidence and to India’s
emerging economic engine.

Finally, the Vajpayee government
has to buttress the goodwill it has
engendered with Hurriyat leaders
through its unilateral ceasefire by
permanently reducing the numbers
of troops in the Valley. Freeing the
Kashmiri mind of its torture cham-
ber is the only way to begin earning
the trust of the Kashmiri people
back and crafting a just, durable
peace.

In the final analysis, taking
Musharraf at his word that he is a
willing partner for peace and show-
ing the Kashmiris that India is pre-
pared to effect permanent changes
in the Valley’s living dynamics are
the only mechanisms that can en-
sure our collective efforts for recon-
ciliation are not reversed. We may
never have this chance again.

The author, an American of
Pakistani origin, is chairman of
Crescent Investment Management
in New York. He is a member of the
US Council on Foreign Relations.
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NEW DELHI/KATHMANDU, zkm. 1. —
Mr George Fernandes has blamed
Pakistan’s ISI for the recent anti-India
riots in Nepal and said the agency was also
working on defaming Indian Army in
Kashmir.

India has described the situation in
Nepal as “relatively normal with no
incidents of violence”, while a general
strike called by nine Left parties paralysed
life today in Kathmandu.

Schools, colleges and business were
closed and the streets were deserted.
Yesterday, two people were killed when
police fired at’a rampaging demonstration
in Rajbiraj in southern Nepal,

Mr Fernandes yesterday told soldiers in
Kargil and Dras that the ISI had launched
a “malicious campaign” against the Army,
saying it was against the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir. “Even while
extending the ceasefire up to 26 January,
the Prime Minister had consulted all,
including the chief of the Army staff,” the

defence minister said. ’) ' f‘ M~

The ISI, as “part of its plot against New
Delhi”, had put anti-Nepal remarks in
Hrithik Roshan’s mouth, leading to large
scale anti-Indian riots in Nepal, Mr
Fernandes said.

About Pakistan’s claim of withdrawal of
troops from the LoC, he said the step was
not not enough. “Taking in view the long
borders, re-deployment of one division
cannot be termed adequate.”

About the controversy that Pakistan has
captured Point 5353 in Mushkoh valley, he
said that during his latest visit he stood on
the peak and got himself photographed.
“This should end the controversy once for
all”

He said that Islamabad should create a
conducive atmosphere for meaningful
talks with New Delhi by reining in the
ISI and eliminating cross-border
terrorism.

In Nepal, the government today said the
first day of the two-day strike called by the
Left parties passed off peacefully. The

parties were demanding the resignation of
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the Prime Minister, Mr GP Koirala, and
his deputy, Mr Ram Chandra Paudel, for
“failing” to maintain law and order, curb
corruption and inflation.

“A taxi was attacked with a homemade
bomb in Kathmandu but no one was
seriously injured and a normal situation
prevailed,” a government spokesman said.

Yesterday in Rajbiraj, police fired at a
protest demonstration organised by pro-
India Nepal Sadbhavana Party, killing two
persons.

The NSP had called a strike yesterday in
several southern Nepal districts to protest
against the “attacks, vandalism, and arson
againgt Nepalese citizens of the Teraj
community”last week in Kathmandu.
BJP stand: Meanwhile, the BJP has
distanced itself from the comments made
by its leader Mr KR Malkani that India
should have accepted the “accession offer”
reportedly made by Nepalese King
Tribhuvan in early 1950s.

The BJP chief, Mr Bangaru Laxman,
described Mr Malkani’s views as
unfortunate.
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Hurrlyat undecided about team

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JAN. 2. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) ex-
ecutive today authorised its chair-
person  to  constitute  the
delegation scheduled to visit Pa-
kistan on January 15. The forum
also described the ensuing elec-
tions to the panchayats as a move
to sabotage peace process.

After a marathon six-hour
meeting of the executive chaired
by Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, the

Hurriyat spokesperson, Sheikh
Abdur Rasheed, told reporters
that the issue of constituting the
delegation was discussed. Since
the Government had not lifted re-
strictions on the travel of all the
seven executive members, it was
unanimously decided to author-
ise the chairperson to select the
members of the team as and
when needed, he said. At the end
of the day, the Hurriyat remained
undecided about its team.

The meeting was attended by

all other six executive members —
Syed Ali Shah Geelani (Jamaat-e-
Islami), Mr. Abdul Gani Lone
(People’s Conference), Moham-
mad Yaseen Malik (JKLF), Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq (Awami Action
Comimittee), Moulvi Abbas Ansari
(Ittehadul ~ Muslimeen) and
Sheikh Abdul Aziz (People’s
League). The Hurriyat in its last
executive meeting had decided to
send a delegation to Pakistan to
interact with the militant leader-
ship there and the Pakistan Gov-

The Hurriyat chairperson, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, flanked by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq (left) and
Mohammad Yaseen Malik, talking to the press shortly before the crucial meeting of the APHC
executive in Srinagar on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

“North India

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 2. The entire North
India went without power for al-
most 12 hours from 4- 45 a.m. on
Tuesday. It was only at 4 p.m. on
Tuesday that the supply was re-
sumed in a phased manner. The
magnitude of the collapse of the
northern grid — covering Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Punjab,
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Rajasthan ~- was
such that the Central Government
instituted an inquiry to find the
cause of the failure and also fix
responsibility. The inquiry com-
mittee has been given one week
to file its report.

The Union Minister for Power,
Mr. Suresh Prabhu, and other top
officials of the electricity utilities
cited technical reasons as the
cause for the collapse. However,
Mr. Prabhu did not out rule out
sabotage: “I don't want to pre-
judge the issue.”

The collapse was triggered at
the Panki (near Kanpur) sub-sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh where a
fault occurred at about 3-10 a.m.
Immediately, a number of lines
such as the Panki-Muradnagar,
Obra-Panki went out of oper-
ation. This breakdown, along with
the closure of one unit of the Ri-

"hand-Dadri high-voltage direct
current line, because of failure of
converter transformers, created a
very critical situation due to over-
loading of the transmission sys-

powerless for 12 hours

tem. Soon, all transmission lines
carrying power from the major
power plants in eastern Uttar Pra-
desh to the western part of the
regional grid tripped at 4-45 a.m.
The cascading effect led to the
collapse of the entire northern
grid with a loss of about 15,500
MW of generation.

Standby too fails

Mr. Prabhu disclosed that the
stand-by system also failed, not
once but repeatedly. Since a col-
lapsed system has to be recharged
with start-up power, electricity
was drawn from the eastern and
the western grids, but the Bhakra
hydro-electric project failed at the
same time. Thus, the stand-by
system too went out of operation.

It was only around noon that
the Singrauli and Rihand units of

the NTPC were synchronised to
the grid and generation of about
2,500 MW was achieved by 4 p.m.
The national capital, too, was
plunged in darkness, including
the VIP areas for some time.
Then the two gas turbines of the
Delhi Vidyut Board started sup-
plying power to the New Delhi ar-
ea which is where the President,
the Prime Minister and all other
important personalities ‘and_offi-
cials reside.

Mr. Prabhu admitted that when
there was a power failure of the
magnitude that took place today,
there was bound to be large-scale
disruption in daily activity and ec-
onomic loss. “But I cannot quan-
tify it.”

The Minister said the inquiry
committee, headed by the Chair-
man of the Central Electricity Au-
thority (CEA), Mr. R.N. Srivastava,
will look into the cause of the col-
lapse of the grid, identify ways
and means of restoring the sys-
tem immediately in such a situa-
tion and also suggest measures to
avoid a repeat. The Minister
promised punitive action.

Mr. Prabhu agreed that apart
from technical problems, there
was a tendency on the part of
States to overdraw from the grid
which leads to a collapse. “Grid
discipline is very important. You
have to avoid greed to have the
grid functioning properly.”

Heavy losses: Page 15
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process ahead.

However, a senior Hurriyat
leader, Mr. Abdul Gani Lone, on
Monday said he would not be part
of the delegation. Mr. Lone, who
was recently in Pakistan, also had
a dig at pan-Islamic militant orga-
nisations: “If somebody wanted
to unfurl their flag on the Red Fort
or the White House, Kashmir
should not used as a platform for
that.” It was a reference to outfits
such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba.

No to panchayat polls

The Hurriyat spokesperson said
the panchayat elections, slated to
begin from January 15 in Kupwara
district, were also discussed. “It |
was felt that the proposed process
of election was aimed at sabotag-
ing the peace process in the |
State,” he said.

Significantly, the Hurriyat said: [
“Only time will tell to what extent |
the Centre is involved in it,”
which was a clear reference to the
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdul~"
lah, who initiated the exercise of '
panchayat polls on his own. 1

|

The Hurriyat asked people to |
boycott these elections as has
been done in the past. Today's |
meeting was held at the APHC
headquarters in Rajbagh where a
clash had taken place between
pro-independence and pro-Pa-
kistan supporters on Dec. 17.

|
|
|
[
i

‘A secular, inclusive,
integrative agenda’

In the second part of his arti-
cle from Kumarakom, the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B, Vaj-
payee, outlines his vision for
narrowing ‘“‘the wide gulf be-
tween India’s indisputable po-
tential and her actual
performance.”

Expressing concern gver the
growing trend of intolerance,
he says, “India helongs equally
-citizens and commu-
nities, not more to some and
less to others.” The people of
India do not give their mandate
to any party or coalition that
does not follow “a secular, in-
clusive, integrative agenda.”

Mr. Vajpayee characterises
the talk of India being sold out
to foreign companies as a “ludi-
crous prophecy” and asserts
that reforms will strengthen the
economy. Neither industry nor
agriculture can ignore the new
competitive environment that
has created challenges, oppor-
tunities and also obligations.
The Government will take steps
to protect the national interest
against unfair trade and invest-
ment practices but “it is high
time all sections of industry,
agriculture and the services
sector realised that, increasing-
ly, these issues are being gov-

erned by a multilateral
framework to which India is a
signatory”.

Part 11 of article on Page 13 !
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SRINAGAR, Jan. 1. — Mr Abd-

i ul Ghani Lone won’t be part of

. a Hurriyat team which will
. visit Pakistan on 15 January.
" Mr Lone said this today, a day
| before the crucial Hurriyat
' executive council meeting.

Mr Lone lashed out at the

! hardliners<n the Kashmiri out-

fits’ umbrella group for initiat-
ing an unfounded “campaign”
against him.

Tomorrow’s Hurriyat meeting
is likely to discuss the composi-
tion of the delegation to Pakis-
tan. Another senior leader,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, had
said the delegates would be
chosen through a consensus.

“I will not visit Pakistan as a
member of Hurriyat delegation
to hold negotiations with milit-
ant leadership in Islamabad,”
Mr Lone told a working com-
mittee meeting of J&K Peoples’
Conference, which he heads.

His decision was voluntary,
and not taken under pressure.
On the Centre’s talks offer to
the Hurriyat, Mr Lone said no
talks had been held between
the two as yet. The Centre
doesn’t seem serious about
talks. The world has recognised
the Kashmir dispute and the
Centre can’t ignore it for long.
Mr Lone, a moderate, claimed
that some people are spreading
rumours that “we have been
sold.” He was referring to slog-
ans such as “saudebazi nahin
chalegi” (no deal will be allow-
ed) raised by pro-Pakistan
outfits in Hurriyat outside its
headquarters on 17 December.
Terming those people “cont-
ractors of religion”, Mr Lone
said they “are bent upon bury-
ing the Hurriyat’s political app-
roach on the pretext of threat
to Islam in and outside J&K.”
(Some people talk about
hoisting flags on the Red Fort
and the White House. Why

““not to visit Pakistan

«hoist flags on the Red Fort and
the White House through the
road of Kashmir,”
asked. “By the time they
succeed or fail in their experi-

ment, there would be total !

destruction in Kashmir,” UNI
quoted him as having said.

Peace “will be a bigger jehad”
at this crucial moment, he said.
“I'm being vilified... They were
after me even during the elec- |
tion campaign (Mr Lone had
contested elections and was a
minister in the J&K Congress |
government) and were levelling
baseless allegatlons on my
religious beliefs.”

How was his recent visit to ;

Pakistan? Mr Lone said he had
ignored all criticism against |
him before and during his visit.
“I've controlled my senti-
ments... and at times, buried...

Mr Lone |

a responsiye
\§ Pak for alks

NEW DELI-H an. 1. — Carry-
ing forward the peace initiative
i in J&K the Prime Minister has
said India is ready to resume
| talks with Pakistan at the high-
| est level if Islamabad is sincere
in creating a conducive atmos-
! phere. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
i however, said the government
1 would soon initiate talks with
‘ various representative groups.
“India is ... ready to seek a
lasting solution to the Kashmir
| problem... we are prepared to
' resume talks with Pakistan at
any level, including the highest
1 level, prov1ded Islamabad gives -
suﬁiclent proof of its prepar-
edness to create a conducive
atmosphere for a meaningful
i dialogue,” he said,
He felt sad to say Pakistan “is
j not doing enough to reign in ter-
| rorist organisations based on its
| soil that are continuing their ki-

(my prestige) in the interest of ! lling spree, targetting both in-

the movement.”

B Another report on page 8
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nocent civilians and our security

personnel in Kashmir and other

parts of India.” — PTI

|
!
|
|
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Nepal riots part of ISI’s

aine

plan against India, say4 George

NEW DELHI: Defence minister
George Fernan-
des said on Sun-
day that Pakistan-
based Inter-Ser-
] vices Intelligence
(ISI) was behind
the riots in Nepal
and the deliberate
design to defame
the Indian Army
in Kashmir. He
also noted that ISI activities target-
ing India were on the increase late-
ly and the latest acts were part of a
new dimension of its campaign
against India.

Pointing out that in the last few
days a ‘malicious campaign’ was be-
ing carried out saying the army was
against the ceasefire declared by
the government in Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr Fernandes said. This,
and the manner in which some alle-
gations were levelled against film
actor Hrithik Roshan leading to
large-scale destruction of property
belonging to Indians in Nepal, were
‘part of plot against New Delhi’, the
defence minister said.

Mr Fernandes was addressing
troops in snowy outposts in Kargil
and Dras areas of Jammu and

G. Fernandes

Kashmir on Sunday. He said the
Prime Minister’s ceasefire initiative
was launched after due consulta-
tions and advice from all quarters,
including the top brass of the army.

“Even while extending the cease-
fire upto January 26, the prime min-
ister had consuited the chief of the
army staff,” Mr Fernandes said. He
said while the firing had reduced all
along the Line of Control following
New Delhi’s ceasefire initiative,
“the activities by ISI against India
instead of d
lately.”

Mr Fernandes said the antx Ind1a
feeling among the Nepalese was
spread in a calculated manner. The
minister called upon the media not
to fall prey to the “calculated propa-
ganda of the ISI” saying that the
sole aim of this canard was to dam-
age India’s interests and its progress.

“At a time when we are passing
through a critical phase, the media
should create a climate of confi-
dence amongst the people instead
of weakening it,” the minister said.

About Pakistan’s claim of with-
drawal of troops from the LoC, Mr
Fernandes contended that the step
was not enough and that Islamabad
should remprocate by reining in ISI

%lmﬂ\} ha}/e increased

militan} groups and eliminating
cross-border terrorism.

He said, according to a United
Nations report, Pakistan had re-de-
ployed a division of its troops from
the border. “Taking in view the long
border, re-deployment of one divi-
sion cannot be termed adequate,”

actlvmis controlling mercenary

Mr Fernandes said.
Refering to the controversy over
rumours that Point 5353 in

Mushkoh Valley near Dras had
been captured by Pakistan, Mr Fer-
nandes said, during his latest visit,
he had stood on the peak and got
himself photographed. “This
should end the controversy about
this peak once for all,” he said.

Greeting the jawans on the New
Year, the defence minister said
more stress would be laid on con-
tinuation of the modernisation dri-
ve in the armed forces as well as
self-reliance.

He said New Delhi was deter-
mined to follow the path of peace
and progress and in this connection
was open to dialogue with its neigh-
bours including Pakistan. “But Is-
lamabad should first create a con-
ducive atmosphere for meaningful
dialogue,” Mr Fernandes said. (pry
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w.India’s charge baseless, says Pak.

= By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 1. Pakistan today dubbed as
“baseless’” the charge made by the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, that it was be-
hind the threats made by a militant
organisation to attack his office, and said it
unequivocally condemns terrorism and
threats of terrorist attacks. Q

A statement issued by Pakistan Governm
said that “‘we regret that the Prime Minister
India, Mr. Vajpayee, has accused Pakistan o
‘involvement’ in the alleged threat of attacking
his office. The accusation is baseless. The
Government of Pakistan holds Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in high esteem and
wishes him good health and a long life.”

Pakistan's statement could be seen as an
attemnpt to distance itself from the statement
of the militant organisation and send out a
signal to the Indian Government that it was
not doing anything to derail the recent initia-
tives for peace.

Significantly, even as Pakistan chose to give
the benefit of doubt to the Lashkar-e-Taiba, by
using the term “the alleged threat”, the Pakis-
tan-based militant outfit denied having held
out any threat to target the office of the Indian
Prime Minister.

The Lashkar spokesperson, Mr. Yahya Muja-
heed, told The Hindu that ‘‘the media has dis-
torted our statement. We have never said we
would target the office of Mr. Vajpayee. No
doubt, we hold Mr. Vajpayee responsible for

THE HINDU
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the atrocities by the Indian forces in Kashmir
but we have made such a statement.”

Exchange nuclear notes

In another development, as part of Confi-
dence Building Measures (CBMs), Pakistan
and India today exchanged information on
their respective nuclear installations and facil-
ities through diplomatic channels.

The exchange of information took place un-
der Article 11 of the Pakistan-India Agreement
on Prohibition of Attack against each other’s
nuclear installations and facilities. Under this
article, both the countries are required to ex-
change information on nuclear installations
and facilities on the first working day of every
year.
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Hizbul insists on all seven

Hurriyat leaders going to Pak

ISLAMABAD: Pro-Pakistan
Hizbul Mujahideen militant outfit
has insisted that if all the seven
executive council members of the
Hurriyat Conference did not trav-
it will be an
“exercise in futility™ }1\, é

“If some are allowed and some
are barred from travelling to
Pakistan, it will create doubts about
the Hurriyat. Rather, it can create
an impression that the alliance is
divided into moderate and extrem-
ist people,” Hizb supreme com-
mander Syed Salahuddin said in a
interview to Dawn newspaper. \ f\

He said the  Hurriyat
Conference leaders “must show
farsightedness and diplomatic effi-
ciency to rend the impression that
New Delhi and not they them-
selves are constituting the dele-
gation for Pakistan.” (3 w\,Ev‘\) eti

Salahuddin's remarkd came in
the wake of reports that the travel-
ling documents to Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, a hardliner in the alliance,
were not being issued by New
Delhi. “I will advise the leaders to
avoid the visit to Pakistan unless
all of them are allowed to travel.
And if all of them get permission,
then they should first sit together
and evolve an agenda in consensus
with each other for the tour,”
Salahuddin said.

Salahuddin said Pakistan was
behind the Kashmiris and had

been extending all-out political,
moral and diplomatic support to
them all along the past 53 years.
“But the thing that needs to be set-
tled with New Delhi is how sincere
and serious it is in resolving the fes-
tering issue,” he said, adding, “if the
Hurriyat does not get any assur-
ance from the Indian government
before hand, then their journey will
prove an exercise in futility.”

The Hizb commander said the
Hurriyat leaders “cannot suggest”
to the militants to respect the
ceasefire “because it does not have
any mandate for that™.

“The ceasefire is worthless
unless India makes a categorical
declaration that Kashmir is a dis-
puted territory and it is ready to
resolve it through meaningful tri-
partite talks,” he said, adding, “till

hat happens, the operations of the

militants would continue. Rather
we would intensify and stretch
them.”

Meanwhile, in Srinagar, senior
Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq on Sunday said the Centre
should issue permits to all the
seven executive council members:
of the conglomerate and leave
composition of the team to
Hurriyat. “It is our headache who
will go and whg will not go,”
Mirwaiz told a foreign radio net-
work, adding, “nobody has a right
to decide on our behalf” em)

Enron may lower

power tartff

MUMBAL: Global power major
Enron, whose 2,184 mw project at
Dabhol in Maharashtra has run
into rough weather for its exorbi-
tant tariff structure, has indicated
lowering of power charges in the
wake of a crash in naphtha prices
in the international market.

Dabhol Power Company
{DPC), a subsidiary of Enron, in a
communication to the
Maharashtra State Electricity
Board (MSEB) on Thursday said
there was a possibility of scaling
down its power tariff as naphtha

rices had crashed from $304 to
2170 per tonne internationally,
state energy minister Padmasinh
Patil said on Sunday.

“This reduction in the naphtha
prices will be passed on to DPC’s
tariff and hence the total charges
can be lesser than perceived earli-
er,” DPC sources said.

A high-powered committee,
proposed to be set up by the state
government to gauge the impact
of DPC’s power purchase agree-
ment (PPA) on the state, would
also take into account the above
mentioned fact, Mr Patil said.

The sources said the company
had been buying naphtha at a rate
of $310 per tonne from interna-
tional supplier Glencore till it was
forced to break the contract, as per
the ministry of petroleum and nat-
ural gas’s directive to purchase the
fuel from the state-owned Indian
0il Corporation (I0C). (71
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 Pak agenmes behind massacre: Villagers

) (\1‘\
New Tork Decemper 32 g“’“ Wm | LeT militant admits to killings

Jammu and Kashmir, scene of massacre of

-35 Sikhs in March this year, are convinced
that the attack was part of a conspiracy by
Pakistani intelligence agencies, but are forced
to adopt a tactical ambivalence for fear of
another attack, a report published in The New
York Times said today.

The massacre, which had taken place on the
eve of US President Bill Clinton's visit to India,
had grabbed world-wide headlines.

"Qur people have been killed by a consplracy
of the intelligence agencies of Pakistan," an
elderly Sikh of the village was quoted in the
report as saying. .

PEOPLE OF Chittisinghpora village in

A PAKISTANI militant, arrested in connec-
tion with the March massacre of 35 Sikhs in
Chittisinghpura in Kashmir, has admitted to
his being a member of the attackers' team and
his affiliation to the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, a
media repott said in New York.

PTl, New York

But no fingers are being pointed at these
agencies following the counsel of some of
India's leading Sikhs, it said, adding: "They
(Sikh leaders) believe that if their people were
to stay in the Kashmir valley, good relations had
to be maintained with the surrounding Muslims

THE HINDUSTAN TIME
1N 201
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ma]o !)f which (while gxhausted by the end-
less viblence) were largely sympathetic to the
militats.”

"One month before the massacre," the elderly
Sikh said: "There were militants who spent time
in our village. They were from Pakistan. They
made friends with us. And this is how we were
thanked with a barbaric act." The report said
while such stop-overs were hardly uncommon,
these guerrillas were exceptional in their casu-
alness. "They had even strung their rifles on
trees once and watched a game of cricket, " the
villager said. Now most villagers feel that they
were only scouting the village as a suitable tar-
get. A few widows said they had recognised the
voices of the men at their doors who led their

husbands to their deaths./ » (PTI)
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'PM links Pakisfan to
Lashkar death threat
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, , \ HIZB WARNS OF INTENSIFIED ATTACKS
KUMARAKOM, Dec. 31. — Mr-
Atal Behari Vajpayee today
| said Islamabad was involved in
! the threat to his life from
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba. '

“T'm not afraid of being attack-

ed or murdered... I'm ready to
lay down my life for the na-
‘tion,” the Prime Minister said,

engagement in Kashmir may |
have become necessary for the
surviva} of military ruler Gene-
ral Pervez Musharraf, the New
York Times said today. |

“Pakistan has thousands of |

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 31. — Hizbul Mujahideen chief Syed Sala- |
huddin today threatened to intensify militant strikes unless ;
India declared Kashmir a disputed territory and agreed to tri- .
partite talks, a possibility that Mr LK Advani rejected | -armed, impoverished zealots

yesterday. Mr Salahuddin dismissed the ceasefire as a pre-
condition for talks and criticised Hurriyat leader Mr Abdul |
Ghani Lone for urging militants to respond to the truce |
positively. Mr Salahuddin told The Dawn: “We believe the Hu- |

who are logg gn, righteousness |
and short on respect for the |
government. Pursuing the holy |
war against India may be

i

reacting to the threat by the
terrorist outfit.

“They have threatened to
attack the PMO. What does
that mean? ... This outfit is
getting all help from the go-
vernment and administration
of Pakistan. Therefore, Pakis-
tan is involved in this threat.”

In a 45-minute speech at a
BJP state delegates meeting at
Kumarakom, where he’s on a
holiday, Mr Vajpayee said
Lashkar that had issued the
threat was based in Pakistan.

Though India had resolved to
maintain peace and good rela-
tions with its neighbours, it
couldn’t be cowed down, he
gaid. “We won't be taken un-

]

L B Leave Pak team line-up to us: Hurriyat, page 6

| rriyat can’t suggest (this)... it hasn’t the mandate.” — PT1

awares. The whole country is
united on this issue.”

He had taken the Lahore bus
trip as part of the peace process
with Pakistan, Mr Vajpayee
said. But what followed instead
was the Kargil conflict.

“But this time we are more
cautious,” he said. India has al-
ways wanted peace. “We never
believed in attacking anyone.
Many a time we were attacked,
but repulsed these attempts.”
India was still ready for talks
with Pakistan but Islamabad

must stop aiding terrorists first.

On the anti-India agitations
in Nepal, he said Delhi always
wanted good ties with its neigh-
bours and had succeeded on
this count, except in Pakistan’s
case. He blamed the violence in
Nepal on “some elements”, who
wanted to destroy the age-old
ties between the two countries.
“But they have not succeeded.”

Rumours are being spread
that India would “eat up” small
countries, he said. The truth is
that India has never created
preblems for its neighbours.
‘Pak role in J&K’; Pakistan’s

| IS —

all that diverts them from fo- 5
menting jehad at home,”
an article said. “Pakistan finds 1
the militancy a ... way to tor-
ment India in Kashmir... How-
ever, ... the guerrilla campaign
has also become part and
parcel of Pakistan’s own preca-
riousness.” .

Threat to Qureshi

Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen today !
threatened Hashim Qureshi’
that “it would take him to task
for treason and surrender .
before Indian authorities”, UNI
adds from Srinagar.

Delhi High Court today ex-
tended Qureshi’s stay in Tihar
jail till Tuesday.
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