Islam is not the issue, Muslims are

O MUCH has been written and
talked about Muslims and Islam
after the September 11 outrage
that anything more might sound
jike flogging a dead horse. But much of
the debate has been marked by so much
self-righteous indignation on the part of
Muslims, and aggressive Muslim/Islam-
ashing on the other side that it has
been pretty much a dialogue of the deaf.
The emotional pitch, despite liberalist
interventions, has been simply too high
to permit a dispassionate argument.
What we have been presented with in
the past three months is a black-and-
white portrait in which all Muslims are
the world’s black sheep — intolerant, ex-
tremists and disloyal — and non-Mus-
lims a huge international conspiracy to
undermine Islam and its followers.
There have been too many generalisa-
tions, too much stereotyping, a lot of de-
liberate fudge, a great deal of
* misinterpretation of Islam and compet-
itive blame-game. It has been more a
point-scoring slanging match than a
cool debate.

Muslim sengitivities have become so
strained that any disagreement with the
so-called “Muslim viewpoint” is seen as
necessarily hostile, much like the Amer-
ican cowboy's logic that either-you-are-
with-us-or-with-the-enemy. It is the re-
flex action of a people who see
themselves under siege thanks to wide-
spread Islamophobia. In Britain, for in-

fstance, the anti-Muslim sentiment is so
jﬁ)alpable that one does not have to be a
Muslim to get a feel of it. There is a whiff
of it everywhere — on television, in
newspapers, private conversations, po-
itical debates and on the streets, all of it,
of course, dressed up as debate. Having
said that, the challenge for Muslims is to
ask themselves why so much of the
world is ranged against them even if it is
for all the wrong reasons. It is a question
which Muslims alone can answer. There
has been the standard argument that it is
all because of media stereotyping, the
historical tensions between Christianity
and Islam, and the hostility and preju-
dices bred by the wave of Muslim con-
quests. All of this is true but the sums, as
any good economist would tell you, do
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Islam has been allowed to become

a licence for any Muslim to do whatever
he pleases in its name.

not add up, just as they do not add up
when Mr. George W. Bush says those
who hate America do it because they do
not like “our freedoms” and “values”.

Nor would progstations on behalf of
Islam do becauseﬁzissue — no matter
what Salman R ie or V.S.Naipaul
might say — is not Islam, just as the is-
sue was not Hinduism when hordes of
Hindu fanatics brought down the Babri
Masjid, and just as, despite its overtly
denominational character, Christianity
is not the issue in Northern Ireland. In
the same way that the problem in 1992
was a certain section of Hindus who in-
voked their faith to justify their act of
hooliganism, the problem now is a cer-
tain section of Muslims who agg invok-
ing religion to justify their actiond. There
is, though, a crucial difference, but we
would come to that late\Claims that Is-
lam is a peaceful religion which does not
preach violence may be intended to
counter the anti-Islam rhetoric, of which
there has been no dearth in recent
weeks, but every time a Muslim sings the
virtues of Islam he inadvertently sug-
gests that these qualities are unique to
his faith; and as though other religions,
in fact, preach hate and violence. This
then is seized by critics of Islam o reel
off examples of “Islamic” violence} and
prompts Salman Rushdie to agonise
over the “nature” of Islam in weekend
supplements while Naipaul gets another
chance to deliver himself of some more
steam against the “tyranny” of Islam
and its assorted excesses.

Muslims resent, and legitimately, the
fact that acts of violence by Muslims
alone are invariably labelled as Islamic
terrorism whereas similar acts by people
of other faiths are not defined in reli-
gious terms. The Sikhs are the only other
exception. But it is never Hindu terror-
ism, Christian terrorism or Jewish terror-
ism.)Muslims can protest till they are
blu¥'in the face, but can they deny that it
is their own black sheep who are respon-

sible for this? More Muslims than any
other people do in the name of religion
things that have nothing to do with it.
Irish terrorists, whether Protestants or
Catholics, do not claim that their “‘strug-
gle’” is in defence of Christianity even
though it is very much rooted in reli-
gious divide; nor do Israelis, for all their
Jewish paranoia, call their daily acts of
violence a religious war, emphasising in-
stead the territorial aspect of the conflict
—- and the same is true of the Tamil mil-
itants in Sri Lanka, Even the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal hoth-
eads talked in terms of “‘sentiment” and
“faith” when they brought down the Ba-
bri Masjid making sure that Hinduism
remained untainted by their ugly ac-
tions. But every time a Muslim or a
group of Muslims does something abo-
minable they always choose to call it a
“holy” war, and urge other Muslims to
join it, whether it is in Chechnya, or Ko-
sovo or Kashmir.

Interestingly, Palestinians seldom call
their struggle a holy Islamic war whereas
self-styled non-Palestinian Muslim fa-
natics, many of whom have nothing to
do with the Palestinian issue, insist on
giving it a religious twist to make it fit
their own agenda.

In a situation where Muslims them-
selves have no compunction about ex-
ploiting the name of Islam by describing
every injustice and every grievance as an
attack on Islam, can they really blame
others who might decide to take them at
face value and call them Islamic terror-
jsts? For far too long Islam has been al-
lowed to become a licence for any
Muslim to do whatever he pleases in its
name, and the venerable “mullahs” and
“ayatollahs” simply look on while Islam
is hijacked for plainly un-Islamic causes.

Why has it not occurred to any appro-
priate Islamic authority to issue a fatwa
against those who camouflage their ob-
vious anti-Islamic activities in the garb

of jehad? Why not prove by action that
Islam does not tolerate violence in its
name? These are questions which one
has put to Muslims again and again, but
all one hears is mumbling. They agree
that what is so often done in the name of
Islam is not Islamic, but fudge the issue
when it comes to nailing the lie of self-
styled Islamists. Splitting hairs over the
definition of jehad — whether it means
violent fisticuffa with the infidels or
peaceful inner struggle — and throwing
the book at critics is not likely to con-
vince anyone so long as the term contin-
ues to be used to inflict violence. If the
latest Osama bin Laden videotape is au-
thentic, then it is the most shaming ex-
ample of Musliras debasing Islam. Every
sentence of Osama and his comrades as
they praise the September 11 terrorist
attacks is prefaced or followed by refer-
ence to “‘Allah”, and more than once the
name of Prophet Mohammed is dragged
in to “bless” the atrocity.

What is a non-Muslim, particularly in
the prevailing climate, to make of these
utterances? Here are self-proclaimed re-
ligious and ‘“‘pious” Muslims defending
the killings of thousands of innocent
people in the name of “Allah”, and there
has not been a word of condemnation
from quarters who, in the past, have
dealt so ruthiessly with lesser mortals —
the types of Rushdie and Tasleema Nas-
reen — for lesser sins. As a Muslim, one
is more ashamed and embarrassed by
what Osama and his gang have done in
the name of Islam than those silly pas-
sages in “‘Satanic Verses” and “Lajja”.
This is the occasion, if ever there was
one, for appropriate lslamic authorities
to ponder and act.

1t is distressing that the Muslim con-
demnation of what happened on Sep-
tember 11 has tended to echo the Hindu
right-wing condemnation of what hap-
pened in Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.
“Yes, we condemn it but..."”" The “ifs’ and
“buts” that sounded like a rationalisa-
tion of the incident, when mouthed by
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee and Mr. LK.
Advani, have the same unhappy effect
when mouthed by a Jot of Muslims in
relation to September 11. Will someone
save Islam from these Muslims?
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Why does the
West see a
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F arachi: America has exacted blood
revenge for the Twin Towers. A
million Afghans have fled US
bombs into the cold wastelands and
face starvation. B-52s have blown

the Taliban to bits and changed Mullah

Omar’s roar of defiance into a pitifu] squeak

for surrender. Osama bin Laden is on the run.
But even as the champagne pops in the White
House, America remains fearful — for good
reason.

Subsequent to September 11 we have all
begun to live in a different, more dangerous

“world. Now is the time to ask why. Like clini-

cal pathologists, we need to scientifically
examine the sickness of human behaviour
impelling terrorists to fly airliners filled with
passengers into skyscrapers. We also need to
understand why millions "celebrate as others
die. In the absence of such an understanding
there remains only the medieval therapy of
exorcism; for the strong to literally beat the

devil out of the weak. Indeed, the Grand Exor-

cist — disdainful of international law and the
growing nervousness of even its close allies
— prepares a.new hit list of other Muslim
countries needing therapy: Iraq, Somalia, and
Libya. We shall kill at will, is the message.
. This will not work. Terrorism does not have
a military solution. Soon — I fear perhaps
very soon — there will be still stronger, more
dramatic proof. In the modern age, technolog-
ica] possibilities to wreak enormous destruc-
tion are limitless. Anger, when intense
enough, makes small stateless groups, .and
ven individuals, extremely dangerous.
Anger is ubiquitous in the Islamic world
today. Allow me to share a small personal
experience. On September 12 I had a seminar
scheduled at the department of physics in my

university in Islamabad, part of a weekly sem- -

inar for physics students on topics outside
physics. Though traumatised by events, I
could not cancel the seminar because 60 peo-

ple had already arrived, so I said, “We will

have our seminar today on a new subject:
on yesterday’s terrorist attacks”. _
The response was negative, some were
mindlessly rejoicing the attacks. One stu-
denit said, “You can’t call this terrorism.”
Another said, “Are you only worried |5 .
because it is Americans who have died?” [~
It took two. hours of sustained, impas- |
sioned, argumentation to convince the |

people, who had nothing te do with the

atrocity. I suppose that millions of Mus- |
lim students the world over felt as mine &
did, but pmbably heard no counter-argu-
ments. :

If the world is to be spa?red what future |
historians may call the “Century of Ter:
ror”, we will have to chart the perilous

imperial arrogance and the Charybdis .of
Islamic rellglous fanaticism, Through these
waters, we must steer by a distant star towards
a careful, reasoned, democratic, humanistic,
and secular future. Else, shipwreck is certain.

’ hy do they hate us?’, asks
George - W. -Bush. This
thetorical question betrays”

the pathetic ignorance of

most Americans about the world around them.
Moreover, its claim to an injured npocence
cannot withstand even the most cursory exam-
ination of US history. For almost forty years,
this “najvete and self-righteousness” has been ,
challenged most determinedly by Noam
Chomsky. As early as 1967, he pointed that
the idea that “our” motives are pure and “our”™
actions benign is “nothing new in American
intellectual history — or, for that matter, in the
general history of imperialist apologia™.
Muslim leaders have mirrored America’s
claim and have asked the same question of the
West. They have had little to say about Sep- -
tember 11 that makes sense to people outside
their communities. Although they speak end-
lessly on rules of personal hygiene and “halal”

Islam is an abstraction. Moulana -

Abdus Sattar Edhi and Mullah
"Omar are both followers of
Islam, but the former is overdue
for a Nobel Peace Prize while
the other is a medieval, igno-
rant, cruel fiend. Edward Said
Jhas pointed out Islam carries
very different meaning to differ-
ent people. It is as heterogeneous

“as those who believe and prac-

tise it. There is no ‘true Islam’

“effect, teaching that man cannot

or “haran”, they cannot even tell us whether
or not the suicide bombers violated Islamic”

. laws. According to the Virgipia-based (and

largely Saudi-funded) Figh Council’s chair-
man, Dr Taha Jabir Alalwani, “this kind of -
question needs a lot of research.and we don't
have that in our budget.”

Fearful of backlash, most leaders of Muslim
communities in the US, Canada, and Europe
have' responded in predlctable ways to the
Twin Towers atrocity. This has essentially
two parts: first, that Islam is a religion of
peace; and second, that Islam was hijacked by
fanatics, Qgn September 11, 2001 They are
wrong on both counts.

First, Islam — like Chnsnamty, Judaism,

* Hinduism, or any pther religion — is not about

ace. Nor is it about war. Every religion is
about absolute belief in its own superiority and

the divine right to impose itself upon othtrs. In
" medieval times, both- the Crusades and the

Jihads were soaked in blood=Today, Christian
fundamentalists attack abortion clinics in the
US and kill doctors; Muslim fundamentalists
agetheusectananwatsagmnsteachoﬂwr
Jewish settlers holding the Old Testament in
one hand, and Uzis ia the other, bum olive
orclidéds and drive Palestinians -off their
ancestral land;’ Hindus in India demolish
ancient mosques and bum down.churches; Sri
Lankan Buddhists slaughter Tamil separatists.
The second assertion is even further off the
mark. Even if Islam had, in some metaphorical
sense been hijacked, that event did not occur
September 11,*2001. It happened around

‘ the 13th century. A quick look around us read-

ily shows Islam has yet to recover from.the
trauma of those tlmes ;
here. do Mushms stand todny"
 Note that [ do net: ask about
" Islam; Islam is an abstraction.
Moulana Abdus Sattar Edhi and

' Mullah Omar are both followers of Islam, but

the former is overdue for a Nobel Peace Prize
while the other is a medieval, ignorant, cruel

fiend. Edward Said, among others, has insis-

tently pointed out, Islam carries very different
meaning to different people. It is as hctqoge—

" neous as those who believe and practise it.

There is no “true Islam”. Therefore it only

makes sense to speak of people who claim :

that faith.

Today Muslims number one. billion, spread
over 48 Muslim countries. None of these has
_yet evolved a stable democratic political sys-
"tem. In fact, all Muslim countries are domi-

“nated by self-serving corrupt elites who cyni- -

cally advance their interests and
steal resources from their
country has a viable cducanonal system'or a
university of international stature.

Reason too has been waylaid. To take some

~ examples from my own experience. You will

seldom encounter a Muslim name as you flip
through scientific journals, and if you do the

chances are that this person lives in the' West.

There are a few exceptions: Abdus Salam,
together with Steven Weinberg and Shelden
Glashow, won the Nobel Prize for Physies in
- 1979 for the unification of the(weak.and elec-
tromagnetic forces.

I got to know Salam reasonably Well — we
even wrote a book preface together. He was a
remarkable man, terribly in. love with his
country and his religion. And yet he died
‘deeply, unhappy, scorned by his country and
excommunicated from Islam by an act of. the

people, No Mustim |

Pakistani Parliament in 1974. Today the

Ahmadi sect, to which -Salam belonged, is
considered heretical and harshly persecuted.
{(My next-door neighbour, an Ahmadi, was
shot in the neck and hurt and died'in my car as
I drove him'to the hospital. His only fault was
to have been bom in the wrong sect.)

"Today’s sorry -situation cofitrasts' starkly
with the Islam of yesmday Between the 9th
and the 13th centuries — the Golden Age of
Islam — the only people doing decent sci-
ence, philosophy, or medicine were Muslims.
For five straight centuries they alone kept the
light of learning ablaze. Muslims not only
preserved ancient learning, they also made
‘substantial innovations and extensions. The
loss of this tradition has proved tragic for
Muslim peoples.

Science flourished in the Golden Age of
Islam because theré was within Islam a strong
rationalist tradition, carried on by a group of
Muslim thinkegs known as the Mutazilites.
This tradition stressed. human free will,

_.strongly opposing the predestinarians who

taught that everything was foreordained and
that humans have no: option but surrender
lt.:lve‘;ythmg tlo Alhh,know%:“e:‘thc Mutazilites
eld political power,

Butp::l the 12th century Mushmy?rthodoxy
reawakened, spearheaded by the cleric Imam
Al-Ghazali. Al-Ghazali ned revela-
tion over reason, predestination over free will.
He refuted the possibility-of relating cause to
know or pre-
dict what will happen; God alone can. He
damned mathematics as against Islam, an
intoxicant of the mind that weakened faith.

Held in the vice-like grip of onhodoxy,

‘Islam choked. No longer, as during the reign

of the dynamic caliph Al-Mamun and the
great Haroon Al-Rashid, would Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish scholars gather and
work together in the royal courts. It was the
end of tolerance, intellect, and science in the
Muslim world. The last great Muslim thinker,
Abd-al Rahman ibn Khaldun, bélonged to the
14th century..

. Meanwhile, the rest of the world moved on.
The Renaissance brought an explosion
of scientific inquiry in the West. This
owed much to Arab translations and
other Muslim contributions, but it was to.
matter little. Mercantile capitalism and
technological |
countries to
world from . Indonesia to Morocco.
- Always brtal, at times genocidal, it
ehangedtlwshapeofﬂlewoﬂd.ltsoon
became clear, at least to a part of the
Mustim elites, that they were paying a
- heavy price for not possessing the ana-
lytital tools of modern science and the
social and political values of modem
culture —. rea! source of power of
their colonisers. '
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Washington, November3 q W

FULFILLING INDIA’ long-
standing demand, the US has
banned the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad by
designating them as ‘Foreign
Terrorist Organisations’. The
LTTE is also included in the list
of 66 groups and individuals
blacklisted by the US.

“This is an ongoing process.
We expect there will be future
additions in the days and months
to come,” said Undersecretary of
US Treasury for Enforcement
Jimmy Gurule.

Indian Ambassador to the US,
Lalit Mansingh, welcomed the
decision of Secretary of State
Colin Powell to accept the recom-
mendation by Attorney General
John Ashcroft to designate 46
groups as terrorists. The US
doesn’t employ the term ‘ban’ but
the action carries the same legal
consequences.

" “You would expect that free-
dom fighters to be sons of the
soil, not imported mercenaries.
Seventy per cent of the terrorists
we apprehend are people who
come from outside. They are Pak-
istanis, Afghans, Arabs and oth-
ers,” said Mansingh.

The branding of Lashkar and
Jaish as terrorist organisations
comes as a stinging rebuttal of
Pakistan President- Pervez
Musharraf’s stand that terror-
ists in Kashmir are “indigenous
freedom fighters”. Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen had already been
banned by the US in its first list
of rogue organisations.

US, said Mansingh, has been
talking about draining the
swamp. “But the problem cannot
be solved if you just clean up the
swamp in Afghanistan. You can-
not leave the swamp in Pakistan
intact because Pakistan has ter-
rorist camps and madrasas
which are training young terror-

ists. Once this war against ter-
rorism has been started, it
should be finished”.

He held that it wouldn’t be nec-
essary for AB Vajpayee to tell
President Bush that India reject-
ed Musharraf’s designation of
terrorists in Kashmir as “free-
dom fighters” because Bush and
Powell in their statements have
accepted the fact that there was
no distinction between terrorism
in Kashmir and global terrorism
that the US is fighting against.

The White House is reportedly
expected to announce next week
another list of individuals and
groups whose assets are subject
to seizure in the US war on ter-
rorism. “The President, I think,
has made it clear that al-Qaeda is
the first organisation we are
going after, but it is not the only
terrorist organisation,” said
State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher.

Lashkar and Jaish refused to
comment on the ban, saying they
had not yet received or seen the
official communication from the
Bush administration. Pakistan
Foreign Office spokesman Aziz

ish hanned

n maintained a similar pos-
ure. When the US had frozen
aish accounts last month, its
ieader Maulana Masood Azhar
had said America was acting at
the behest of India and the
mujahideen would deliver a
“smashing blow” to reassert
their authority in Kashmir.

On the name change by Jaish
to dodge the US ban, Gurule said
it would be investigated. On whe-
ther the threat of sanctions
against countries that fail to act
against terrorist organisations
has been invoked so far, he said
the question was raised at the
US Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) plenary session this
week.

“If countries are not in com-
pliance with these new interna-
tional guidelines, it is envisioned
that these recommendations that
have been embraced by FATF
will be extended with respect to
countries,” he said. The action
plan and compliance will be
taken up by the FATF at its June
plenary session and then it will
be decided when countries will
be put on the ‘shame list’.

Britain continued its crack-
down on terrorist funding, giv-
ing financial institutions a wide-
ranging new list of terrorist
organisations whose assets it
wants frozen. Working in tandem
with American authonues, it
had previously refeased twd Tsts
of groups believed to be connect-
ed to Osama bin Laden and of
individuals in Britain thought to
have ties to al-Qaida.

The new list of 25 groups
includes Babbar Khalsa, Interna-
tional Sikh Youth Federation,
Lashkar, LTTE and Japanese cult
Aum Shinrikyo. “The ready sup-
ply of finance is the lifeblood of
modern terrorism,” said Trea-
sury Chief Gordon Brown.

More reports on Pages 9, 10 & I

Osama hunt
narrows to
Paktia caves

HTC and Agencies
Washington/Islamabad, Nov 3

THE PENTAGON has said that it
was “tightening the noose” aro-
und bin Laden. Rear Admiral
John Stufflebeem said in
Washington “it's a matter of time”
before the US finds him. "The
noose is tightening, the country is
getting smaller.”

The New York Post says, quot-
ing US military and intelligence
officials, Washington has
focussed on two parts of Afgha-
nistan where it believes Bin
Laden is hiding out.

The first is a set of five Al
Qaeda cave complexes in Paktia
province, which borders Pak-
istan. The US had received Russ-
ian and Pakistani reports that
Laden had reinforced ancient
irrigation tunnels in these areas
when fighting Soviet troops in
the 1980s. The Washington Times
says Bin Laden may have an
underground bunker in central
Afghanistan. Washington has
placed the area under 24-hour
surveillance using spy satellites,
U-2 planes and Predator drones.

The second area is in Uruzgan
province, near Kandahar. Tal-
iban supreme commander Mul-
lah Mohammad Omar and the 30-
man governing council are s
pected to be hiding there. Uruz-
gan is Omar's home province.

The Pakistan Observer on Sat-
urday reported that bin Laden
had been sighted in Kand-
ahar. The newspaper said he was
there to "boost the morale" of
residents.
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Times News Network
LONDON: In a controversial outpouring s§t to
) enrage the very section of Muglim
opinion that condemned him to
long years as a fugitive with a price
on his head, Salman Rushdie has
% issued his own fatwa against
“Islamism” and a “paranoid
Islam.” He has challenged US.
President George Bush and
British premier Tony Blair’s “virtu-
~ [ ous” mantra that the ongoing con-
SELUERRIIIER f1: ¢ is not a war on Islam.

L et’s start calling a spade a spade,” Rushdie said
bluntly in his column in Saturday’s Guardian news-
paper, “Of course this is about Islam”, pointing to
“worldwide Muslim demonstrations in support of
Osama bin Laden,” the fact that “10,000 men (had)
massed on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border,
answering some mullahs’ call to jehad, and that “the

war’s first British casualties (are) three Muslim men
who died fighfing on the Taliban side.”
Rushgi€ also questioned the motives of the

~Rushdie pronmh{(;es fatwa
«’against ‘paranoid Islam’ /

increasingly-vocal Pakistani cricketer-turned-politi-
cian Imran Khan, who he says continued to demand
«evidence of Al Qaida’s guilt while turning a deaf
ear to the self-incriminating statements of Al
Qaida’s own spokesmen.”

The writer’s passionate 1,000-word denunciation
of the “mulch of belief” and “jumbled, half-exam-
ined” prejudices that push “believing Muslim
men"” into a pathological hatred and fear of “west-
oxication”, argued that “paranoid Islam” is the
fastest-growing form of the religion in the world
today.

In a searing critique of what he felt Islam had
become to a “vast number of believing Muslims,”
Rushdie said it “stands not only for the fear of God
— the fear more than the love, one suspects — but
also for a cluster of customs, opinions and prejudices
that include their dietary practices, the sequestration

_or near-sequestration of their women, the sermons
delivered by their mullah of choice, a loathing of
modern society in general, riddled as it is with music,
godlessness and sex...”
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Islamabad, Oct. 27 (Reuters).
Several thousand armed Pakis-
tani tribesmen set out to cross into
. Afghanistan today to help the Tal-
K 'agan militia which is under US at-
Whack, Islamic Party officials said.
~_ Witnesses said buses, wagons,
pick-up trucks and vehicles with
Muslim . activists armed with
Kalashnikov rifles and rocket
launchers left for Afghanistan’s
tern Kunar province. Party of-
b

cials said the group was led by

{iyebrand Islamic Party head Sufi

Mohammad who has called for

" jkhad, or a holy struggle, against
the US.

- A Pakistani security official
., said from the Bajuar area border-
" ing Afghanistan that the group of

about 4,500 men had not crossed

into Afghanistan yet, but had set
up acamp for the night ina village

12 km (eight miles) short of the

border.

The official, who asked not to
he identified, said the group

ak trib

try tostop them. q M

“I don’t have any other details,
they may break up and go in
smaller batches, but right now
they are staying in a village where
there are no telephones,” he said,
declining to specify what govern-
ment action might be taken
against them.

Qazi Ehsanullah, spokesman
for the Tehrik Nifaze Shariat Mo-
hammadi (TNSM) movement,
said by telephone from the village
of Maidan in Malakand district
that Sufi Mohammad led the first
convoy of mujahideen.

“There were a lot of them who
passed from here,” said Hussain
Ahmed, a resident of Timara-
garh, a village two hours drive
from the border.

Ahmed did not see any anti-
aircraft guns but said people were
armed with the popular Kalash-
nikov rifles.

Residents in the tribal border
areas normally carry weapons
and frequently travel between the

two countries through mountain

S troop

has only limited control of\the

tribal areas, established under-

British colonial rule.

Pakistan’s interior minister,
Moinuddin Haider, said in an
interview on Thursday that the
government would arrest any ar-
med person trying to get into

* Afghanistan, but acknowledged

the entire 2,500-km berder could
not be monitored.

Sufi Mohammad, head of
TNSM, a movement that wants to
impose Islamic Shariah law, gave
the call for jihad after US-led strik-
es against the Taliban started on
October 7. The attacks enraged
Muslim sympathisers in Pak-
istan.

Hundreds of armed tribesmen
blocked the Karakorum highway
leading to China, part of the fa-
bled Silk road, for a second day
today.

“The road is still closed and po-
lice will not dare engage them
here,” said a resident of Besham,
halfway between Islamabad and
the northern town of Gilgit.

to Taliban help

religious parties had set up road
blocks.

Pak closedown threat

The leader of a coalition of hard-
line Islamic groups today vowed to
launch a national strike and civil
disobedience movement unless
Pakistan withdrew support for
US military strikes on
Afghanistan.

Maulana Sami-ul Haq, chair-
man of the Pakistan-Afghanistan
defence council, a coalition of 35
groups, gave military ruler Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf until No-
vember 7 to stop intelligence, over-
fiy rights and logistical support to
the US. ‘

Pakistan’s largest Islamic
party on Friday called for the
army to topple General Pervez
Musharraf for backing US-led
military strikes on Afghanistan.

- “God willing, we will remove
Musharraf from power and drag
him on to the streets,” the deputy
head of Jamaat-i-Islami, Liaquat
Baluch, told thousands of people

F p}pnn,edtohead toward theborder paths and dirtroads. Witnesses said heavily armed  at a rally in support of Afghani-
Qq Sunday. The government may The Islamabad government members of various pro-Taliban  stan’s Taliban rulers. /
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“Don’t blame Islam for
terrorism, says Blair

“9 A Al By Hasan Suroor
LONDON, SEPT. 29. Clear]y bmbarrassed by the anti-Muslim backlash at a
time when Britain is trying to get Muslim countries on board the U.S.-

led coalition against Osama bin Laden and his hosts, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Tony Blair has spoken out strongly against attermpts to turn the
campaign against terrorism into a fight between the Christian West and
Islamic East.

His views were echoed by senior European leaders who repudiated
the idea of a “civilisational clash” and warned against “hate and con-
frontation”, as the European Commission president, Mr. Romano Pro-
di put it. Mr. Blair, who has started reading the Quran lately, hailed
Islam as a “peaceful” religion and said the events of September 11 were
contrary to its tenets. Denouncing as “‘despicable” the attacks on Mus-
lims following the terrorist atrocities in the U.S,, he said on Thursday
that there was no place for “‘such acts and attitudes” in a multiracial
society like Britain.

“What happened in America was not the work of Islamic terrorists, it

was not the work of Muslim terrorists. It was the work of terrorists, pure
and simple,” he declared at press conference flanked by a group of
high-profile Muslim representatives whom he met at Downing Street in
the wake of a wave of attacks on ethnic groups, particularly Muslims
and Sikhs.
Mr. Blair’s statement came amid a blazing controversy over the Italian
Prime Minister, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi’s remarks asserting the “superior-
ity” of Western civilisation and values. While he avoided a direct com-
ment on Mr. Berlusconi’s widely-condemned remarks saying he had
not seen the full text, he stressed that there was a common heritage in
many of the faiths. He repeatedly distinguished Islam and Muslims
from the terrorists behind the American nightmare, and reminded his
audience that among those killed by terrorists around the world were
many Muslims.

At the same time, he sounded impatient with those who tried to link
anti-U.S. terrorism to Washington’s policies in West Asia. He made
clear that there could be no justification whatever for the attacks in
America. Let there be ‘no measure of ambiguity" on that, he said witha
touch of irritation but agreed that it was important to “re-invigorate”’
the peace process in West Asia. He faced a volley of questions echoing
the view that the U.S. foreign policy towards the Muslim world has a
great deal to answer for the widespread anti-U.S. sentiment.

Mr. Blair’s meeting with the Muslim group, mostly Labour support-
ers, was seen as an elaborate public relations exercise. In an unusual
move, he led his guests to the press conference where the group leader,
Mr. Yousuf Bhailok of the Muslim Council of Britain praised the Prime
Minister saying he had been “most reassuring in quite clearly dis-
tinguishing between Islam and the terrorists’’. Later, TV cameras were
allowed to linger on as Mr. Blair chatted with the group on the door-
steps of No. 10 — an unusually long chat telecast “live” on major
channels.

In another public gesture to mollify Muslim opinion, Prince Charles
visited a mosque in east London. He told worshipers at the Suleymani-
ye mosque — the largest in Western Europe — that he wanted to show
how much he “minded about and cared about the Islamic communi-

”

Meanwhile, Mr. Berlusconi’s remarks for which he has since apol-
ogised provoked an outrage across Europe with Mr. Prodi saying that
“we will not fall in any way or under any circumstances into a war of
civilisations”. “We are building a Europe that is humane and open to all
traditions and religions. We cannot give into hate and confrontation,”
he said. The Belgian Prime Minister, Mr. Guy Verhofstadt said: “I can
hardly believe that Mr. Berlusconi made such remarks because the E.U.
is based on values such as multiculturalism and the meeting of differ-
ent civilisations.” In Britain, the Foreign Office Minister, Mr. Peter Hain
debunked the talk of the superiority of Western “‘supremacy” saying
Europe had produced Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin, while the Home
Secretary, Mr. David Blunkett called them “offensive”. L
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‘SiMI has extensive™

pan-Islamic links’
Y A\6~~ By Our Speciat Correspondent 9~ \1

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 27. Formed in 1977 in Aligarh, the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI) has always adopted a hard-line, militant
posture on various issues of concern to the Muslim community.
Highly-placed sources in the Government said that the SIMI has
developed fairly extensive pan-Islamic contacts.

It is learnt that the issue of imposing the ban on the SIMI figured
during the meeting of the Union Cabinet last evening and the
decision was also taken but kept under wraps as State Govern-
ments, particularly Uttar Pradesh, could not haye ordered arrests
of SIMI activists. :

The SIMI was said to be closely associated wi %Riyadh-based
World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) and the International
Islamic Federation of Students Organisation in Kuwait. It also has
links with the students’s wings of Jamaat-e- Islarfi uni i
tan, Bangladesh and Nepal.

Several militant and fundamentalist bodies in India are con- !
trolled by former SIMI activists. Prominent among them are the
National Democratic Front and Islamic Youth Centre (IYC), both
Kerala-based, and the TMMK in Tamil Nadu.

Sources said that SIMI activists and sympathisers were involved
in several explosions between February and August this year in
trains and several parts in Uttar Pradesh. Their interrogation re-
vealed SIMI's links with the Kashmiri militant group, Hizb-ul-Mu-
jahideen. This was also corroborated following the recent arrest of
many SIMI activists of Jalgaon involved in the planting of explo-
sives outside the RSS headquarters in Nagpur. They also admitted
to being trained by the Hizb in handling of arms and explosives.

According to sources, in 1993, following the arrest of a Sikh
terrorist, it became known that SIMI cadres, Sikh terrorists and
Kashmiri militants had been brought together by the Pakistan’s ISI
through the Jamaat-e-Islami in Pakistan in furtherance of its dis-
ruptive game plan in India. Intelligence inputs suggested that SIMI
cadres were also imparted ideological and weapons training in
Pakdstan. .

Abdul Rehman, a Chinese-Muslim militant fugitive from Xin-
jiang province and his escort, Nazrul Islam, a SIMI activist of West
Bengal, were apprehended at Indo-Bangladesh border in January
last year. His interrogation revealed that he was in contact with a
number of senior SIMI functionaries.

The arrest in September last of SIMI activists — Maroof Ahmed
and Abdul Mobin, a student of AMU, by U.P. police, had led to
detection of six cases of explosions in different districts of the State
during March-August last year. The explosion on August 14 last
year in Sabarmati Express in Barabanki district which resulted in
death of nine persons was also the handiwork of SIMI activists,
sources said. More recently, the SIMI's involvement was also sus-
pected in Kanpur riots in April this year.

According to the SIM], the Saudi fugitive, Osama bin Laden, is an
outstanding example of a true ‘“Mujahid.” The founder of Hamas,
Sheikh Mohammad Yasin, is a frequent invitee to important SII‘K
functions.

As part of international ramifications of Islamic “jehad”, the
sufferings of Muslims in Bosnia, Kosovo, Palestine and Chechnya,
are highlighted by the SIMI in its conclaves. All these elements of
the SIMI’s ideology are reflected in articles published in its organs,
particularly the Islamic Movement. The SIMI, celebrating silver
jubilee of its existence, describes itself as the first all India students

organisation, the vanguard of Millat-e-Islamia and the harbinger of
Islamic revolution.
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f those who planned, pre-
pared and -executed the
most horrendous and bar-
baric attack on the World

Trade buildings in New"

York and the Pentagon in
Washington on Black Tuesday,
September 11,2001, are proved

to be a band of misguided,"

fanatic Muslims, then they

have done the greatest harm to -

Islam itself; in the long run its
sufferers will be one billion
simple, ordinary Muslims. The
culprits thought they would
show they could humble even
the mightiest power in the
world. For ‘such senseless
bravado, they sent thousands of
innocent Americans to death.
As a backlash they have gener-
ated waves of hatred against
their co-religionists in every
part of the world.
i The incident has once again
provoked some hostile elements

to link terrorism with Islam; |

' nothing however can be further
from truth. As President Bush
has rightly observed: “The face
of terror is not the faith of
Islam.” It is the harbinger of
peace, equality and inter-racial
brotherhood. It spread all over
the world in less than a hun-
dred years because, as H.G.
Wells has pointed out in his
classical work Qutline of Histo-
. ry, “Islam prevailed because it
was the best social and political
order the times could offer. It
prevailed because everywhere,
it found politically apathetic
peoples, robbed, oppressed,
bullied, uneducated and unor-
ganised and it found selfish and
unsound governments out of
touch with any people at all. It
was the broadest, freshest and
cleanest political idea that had
come into actual activity in the
world and it offered better
terms than any other to the
i masses of mankind.” The
: Quran has described the
i Prophet of Islam as “the mercy
i for all living creatures.” It has
¢ reminded the faithful, by pref-
¢ acing every chapter of it, except
one, that Allah is “most benevo-
lent and most merciful.” v
here are three basic ele-
ments of terrorism: (1) Killing
of innocent human-beings. (2)
Suicidal operation. (3) Wrong
indoctrination by invoking the
name of God. Now let us see
what the Quran admonishes on
all these three points. In surah
al-Maida, verse 32, it says that
whosoever kills an innocent
human being it is as if he has
killed the whole human race.
As for those who indulged in
suicidal operations, the Quran
'has “told them in surah al-
Bagra, verse 195: “And make
not your own hands contribute
to your own destruction” As

. regards wrong indoctrination,
Quran tells the faithful in surah
Bagra, verse 204: “Beware of
the one who deludés you with his

worldly talk and'appeals_and.

quotes God as witness to hi §
cerity; he is the mossdeviogs ¥
enemies.”” Neither- Osama,.

Laden nor Mullah Om s?t‘f? ;

the leaders of the Taliban are
fully equipped, even thelogi-

y, to understand the teach-
ings of the Quran; their learn-
ing has been superficial and, as
it is said, half knowlédge is
always dangerous.
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INNOCENCE: A boy at the Haqqania School at Akora Khattak, Pakistan shows bis fist after

exclaiming jibad against America on Saturday (AP)

AKARIA

when the disciples of the notori-
ous Hassan al-Sabah indulged
in the murder of innocent per-
sons. Their terror so shook the
Muslim world that Imam Ghaz-
ali — one of the greatest among
the Ulema and Sufis — who is
hailed as the “Rejuvenator of
Islam” wrote tomes against such
crimes and warned the Muslims
that if they did not destroy ter-
rorism, terrorism would destroy
Islam. He said this in deep
anguish because he then assert-
ed that Islam was indestructible.

owever since the last
decade, some fanatics
who have strayed from
the true path are seeking
to justify terrorism in the name
of Isigmg in fact they have so
besmirched its image that it is
being looked upon by Muslims
as a vehicle of violence. It has, in
consequence, alienated the Mus-
lims from non-Muslims; they
~are shunned, distrusted and
looked upon with suspicion.
Denied employment, their busi-
nesses are ruined, their children
are mocked at and disliked both
by their teachers and the taught.
Their young boys and girls are
taunted and tortured by their
compatriots. In many places
Muslims now live in constant
fear; they are shown no sympa-
thy or consideration and are
treated as outcastes or untouch-
ables. Every time as these ped-
dlers of violence unleash their
wrath, the bulk of the Muslims
tremble with fear; they are
gripped with panic and a sense
of foreboding; they are terrified

what would happen to them and
their families.

The ten thousand trainees of
Al Quaida, the network of the
modern Helaku, Osama bin
Laden have made the lives of
virtual hell. How long will the
peace-loving Muslims remain
helpless spectators to their own

As for the concept of
Jihad, the Prophet
had repeatedly made
it clear that it has to
be first resorted to for
self-purification and
then, if necessary, to
defend one’s faith,
with the clear proviso

that Allah does not
approve of aggressors.
It is unfortunate that
the other side of the
so-called Jihadi coin
rarely gets presented
in the media. In the
present context the

Ulama from different’

doom, suffering humiliation and
. deprivation? These so-called
Jihadis whose minds have been
poisoned and whose hearts are
hardened as stone through
indoctrination of  distorted
beliefs must be made to realise
that the perilous path they have
embarked upon in the hope of
becoming ghazi, if they live, or

parts of the world
have denounced ter-
rorism unequivocally
and declared that it is
negation of Islam. One
‘of the most outstand-
ing of them is the Pak-
_istani scholar Dr Israr
Ahmed

As for the concept of Jihad,
the Prophet had repeatedly
made it clear that it has to be
first resorted to for self-purifi-
cation and then, if necessary, to
defend one’s faith, with - the
clear proviso that Allah does
not approve of aggressors.

It is unfortunate that the other
side of the so-called Jihadi coi
rarely gets presented in the;
media. In the present context
the Ulama from different parts’

- of “the, world have denountel
terrorism . unequivocally- and

_doglar %“‘?&t!? b +of

By eI 6;“1'
ghly respected among devout
Muslims. He has deeply regret-
~ ted the wrong methods -
patently anti-Islamic — adopted
by terrorists claiming. to - be
jihadis and rebuked them of
having posed the greatest dan-

He met some young trainees
who told him they had been
assured by their mentors that
through terrorist methods they
would be able to obtain power
and serve Islam, which other-
wise through elections they
#could not. The fact however is
““that fundamentalists in Muslim
“"3s have never obtained

== fve per cent of the popular -

. their orchestrated shows,

4e#ing a few thousands of .

e TMas o shout slogans,
7 dead ‘the media. The
M ‘aulana slso mentioned that an
influentia section of the Ulama
was convinced that in the pre-
sent situation it was inadvisable
to perpetrate terrorist activities
in Kashmir, destabilising condi-
tions in the Valley and as a
result also endangering the lives
of 140 million Indian Muslims.

ger 0. Islam and the Muslims;} As for the horrendous bomb-

shaheed, if they die are causing
untold misery to their own co-
religionists. 'As Thomas Lipp-
man, former Middle East corre-
spondence of Washington Post
has observed: “The call of Jihad
fosters the impression that
Moslems — that is, those who
practice the religion of Islam —
are generally troublemaking
fanatics whose penchant for
working out religious conflict
throvgh-violénce is a menace to
the ;

ing of the two buildings of the
World Trade Centre and the
Pentagon, every religious leader
— from the Chief Mufti of
Saudi Arabia and the Rector of
Al-Azhar University of Cairo to
the pontiffs of Malaysia and
Indonesia — each one of them
has denounced it. Even Presi-
dent Khatami of Iran has
unequivocally condemnned it. So

addafi, who told Mubarak
of Eq slsat Osama bin Laden
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fight against terrorism. ~ wemay notas
In the long history of Islam,

there is only one instance of a
sect among Muslims who resort-
ed to acts of terrorism; it took
place in the eleventh century

non-Moslem countries.
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“Attacks are result of

American atrocities,
says Syrian exile o

Times News Network

LONDON: In London, a disabled
Muslim cleric with a passport
revoked by the government, a fol-
lowing across continents and ambi-
tions to convert the West to Islam,
pronounces on the attacks in New
York and Washington: “America
had it coming.”

Even as he faces the predictable
rush of Western hostility and suspi-
cion against a section of the Mustim
community, Sheikh Omar Bakri
Mohammed, founder and leader of
the radical Al Muhajiroun group,
told The Times of India, “Yes, it is
Muslims who have done this. There
is no one else who would feel that
much anger against America.”

Al Muhajiroun, which has offices
here, in Pakistan, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia and Mauritius, is alleged to
train “fighters” for Kashmir, the
Palestinian  territories and
Chechnya. Sheikh Omar, who
openly ~acknowledges that he
shares ideas and information and
has friends and acquaintances
among some of the Muslim groups
denounced as terrorist organisa-
tions worldwide, said in an exclu-
sive interview that he had spoken
to 68 groups since the attacks hap-
pened on Tuesday.

I have spoken to everyone, jiha-
di groups, radical groups, people
who offer support of all sorts. You
name it: Algerias GIA, Hezbollah,
Hamas, Lashkar-¢-Toiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, Tanzeem-ul-Jihad of
Egypt none of them know who did
it, none of them claim responsibili-
ty, but everyone is agreed that
these are the consequences of
Aumerican atrocities.”

The Al-Muhajiroun leader, who
is bitterly opposed to Britain’s new
anti-terrorism law, which, he says,
makes it an offence even to carry a
pamphlet supporting Lashkar-e-

Toiba, however, added that he had
not spoken to those close to
Osama bin Laden, the wealthy
Saudi exile that America regards
its enemy number one. “We don’t
agree with bin Laden’s methodolo-
gy, he said blandly.

In the hours since the attacks on
American soil, the world media has
been increasingly keen to hear the
views of Sheikh Omar, a Syrian
exile, who advocates pan-Islamic
militancy against the West. Craftily
denying that he had “arms training
camps”, Sheikh Omar only stated
that several young Muslim men in
his group “follow their religious
obligation to keep fit and have
physical training”.

Sheikh Omar, a spokesman for
the International Islamic Front, is
seen to represent the growing radi-
cal Islamic threat across the
Western world, not least in Britain,
France and Germany with their
huge Muslim populations running
into several millions. Even as the
British Prime Minister insisted on
Wednesday that it was time for
right-thinking Muslims to make
clear that “acts of terrorism and
savagery were wholly contrary to
the Islamic faith”, Sheikh Omar
repeated that “Muslims believe
that if they die for a just cause they
go to paradise.”

Commentators warn of the
inherent potential for conflict,
something West Asia expert Toby
Dodge describes as “a very worry-
ing climate for Muslims in Europe,
especially with talk of a civilisa-
tional clash”. But Sheikh Omar, for
one, remains unconcerned and out-
spoken. “They rush to judge
Muslim groups because they feel
guilty that they have done some-
thing to us. The question is not who
did 1t, but why America crea}e‘;
more enemies than friends” </
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" Fear of anti-Muslim backlash i

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT 14. Britar's Muslim
community is  braving
against a backlash after sporadic
incidents of racial abuse and in-
timidation which, it Dbelieves,
have been prompied by media re-
ports linking Muslims with Tues-
day's terrorist mavhem in
America. Its fears were tuelled af-
ter newspapers this mourning
highlighted the activities of Mus-
lim extremist groups clandestine-
ly operating in Britain despite an
official ban.

A siege mentality begun o tuke
shape following reports that
mosques in some place had been
defaced with anti- Islanie graffin,
and Muslim institutions were vo-
ceiving threatening phonecalls,
Three Islamia schools i London

were closed down after their staft

and students complained ot ha
rassment. Muslim girls, weanog
headscarves, were repoited to e

particularly vulnerable o racisg
abuse. Suggestions  that Arabe
stop  wearing  their traditiona!

dress to avoid identification have
been condemned by soize Mu-
lim activists as cowardice
As fears of a backlash hewghy

cued, representatives ot Musine
organisations demanded  police
protection for mosques and othe
[slamic institutions. They  alse
called upon the media to exercisc
“restraint’” and not to playv up in
denominational identiny i thurs
behind the tertorist attueks o
U.S. There was widespread e
sentment over what Muslims re
garded as attempts e pilory

wself

Men pray at the Rashediya Grand Mosque in Dubai on Friday. The
prayer leader, Fathi Abdul Manem al- Helwani, not in the picture,
did not directly address the terrorist attacks three days ago in
the United States, but spoke on the ‘‘understanding of good and
evil”. In a more direct reference to the attacks, he said, “We as
Muslims, respect ali humans and all innocent people.”” — AP

the enure community as terror-
ists.

Dr. Syed Aziz Pasha, general
secretary of the Union of Muslim
Organisations of UK and Ireland,
told the The IHindu that the “anti-
Islamic slant” in sections of the
media was being exploited by rac-
ists to whip up Islamaphobia.
“We have suggested to the au-
thorites that they issue an advice
to the media to be more re-
strained.” he said.

ths organisation, he pointed
out., had condemned the U.S.
events in the strongest terms pos-
sible and stated that there was no
justification for Tuesday's car-

nage. “Islam is a religion of peace
and does not permit killing inno-
cent people,” he said disagreeing
sharply with some Muslim activ-
ists who have qualified their con-
demnation of what happened in
America with a criticism of Amer-
ican foreign policy. He said fears
of a backlash were genuine and
he and other community leaders
had conveyed their concerns to
the police.

A spokesman of the Muslim
Council of Britain which claims to
be the most representative of
Muslims here said that the com-
munity was living in "fear” and
blamed the media for portraying

n Britain

all Muslims as “black sheep™
“Unfortunately the word Muslim
has been made out such that the
Muslim community in its entirety
is held responsible, which is not
right,” said Mr. Yousuf Bhailok.
general secretary of MCB.

An official of the trust which
runs Islamia schools said:"We
had a number -of abusive calls
saying:you scum, we'll get you for
this.” 1oty

The growing Muslim fears
came even as the Government
tried to emphasise that it was
wrong to stigmatise any faith for
the events in America. “This is
terrorism against the world, and
that includes the Muslim faith,”
the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair’s official spokesman said.
On Wednesday, Mr. Blair had wel-
comed the condemnation by the
Muslim Council of Britain and
said:“The vast majority of Mus-
lims are decent, upright people
who share our horror at what has
happened.” lg

Meanwhile, despite widespread
unease that Britain should not
blindly commit itself to any retal-
iatory action by Washington Mr.
Blair today won cross-party en-
dorsement for his offer of unquai-
ified support to America.

The consensus during a special
session of Parliament today was
that the international community
should unite to fight terrorism,
and the strongest support came
from the new leader of the Oppo-
sition, Mr. lap Duncan Smith,
who was elected leader of the To-

ry party on Thursday. /
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youth issue _ -

burqa diktat Wi

Mumbai, September 9 \(ﬂ 0\

CLOSE ON the heels of the Mux{
bai Regional Muslim League dec-
laring its resolve to field bomb
blast accused as candidates for
the forthcoming civic polls here,
another controversy has erupted
with its youth wing directing
Muslim women to wear burqa.

President of the Muslim Lea-
gue’s youth wing, Mohammed
Aftab Alam, in a statement today,
warned the Muslim women to
follow his party’s directive or
face “concrete” action. He, how-
ever, did not elaborate on what
“concrete action” would be.

According to Alam, “women
are being used and vicitmised in
the name of art, culture and
modernisation, Vulgarity al-
ready exists in the society. Sacred
relations are being reduced to
mere materialistic symbols”.

Meanwhile, Mumbai Regional
Muslim League president Fa-
rooque Azam has sought police
protection in view of threats
received by him for announcing
his decision to field bomb blast
accused as candidates for the
Mumbai civic polls, slated to held
early next year. He has lodged a
complaint with the police in this
regard but reiterated his resolve
to field the blast accused in the
civic polls.

Reacting to six blast accused
spurning his offer of contesting
civic polls, Azam said in a state-
ment this would not deter his
party from fielding such candi-
dates.“We had identified 95 blast
accused as candidates for civic
polls but shortlisted ten of them.
If some among them are not inte-
rested to contest the civic elec-
tion, we may field others, he said.

The Shiv Sena has condemned
the militants’ diktat to non-Mus-
lim women in Kashmir to wear
bindis or saffron dupattas as a
mark of identification.

Sena’s North India chief jai
Bhagwan Goyal said the party
would oppose all such diktats.

‘Burgqa fatwa un-Islamic’:
With a day left for the deadline
for implementation of the burqa
fatwa of militants in Kashmir,
Muslim organisations today de-
nounced the use of “coercive tac-
tics” to make women wear the
veil, saying Islam did not permit
the use of force to implement
even good things.

Although  supportive of
the idea of women wearing a
burqa, the Muslim organisations
denounced “coercion” being
employed by the Lashker-e-Jab-
bar, to implement it.

The Lashker-e-Jabbar has ask-
ed all Muslim women in Kashmir
to wear a burqa after Monday. Its
activists threw acid on the faces
of three girls recently for failing
to agree to its diktat.

The fatwa may have brought
good busipess to tailors in Kash-
mir, htit it has cut no ice within
various sections of the society
including Muslim organisations.

“Eb# Shariat prescribes that
all women wear a veil. But the
method should be to convince
and not throw acid,” said Mau-
lana Mahmood Madani, general
secretary of Jamiat-Ulema Hind.
Madani said Islam had pre-
scribed modesty for both men
and women. “Moving of Muslim
women without a veil is ‘haram’
(prohibited). But throwing acid
to enforce something is against
humanity and Islam.”

Maulana Ajaz Ahmad Aslam,
assistant general secretary of
Jamiat-e-Islami Hind, said the
use of force by militants was
‘“un-Islamic, anti-social and
undemocratic”. All-India Mus-
lim Majlis-e-Mushawarat presi-
dent Syed Shahabuddin said the
tactic as an attempt to defame
Islam. P
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APORE, JULY 3. The Malgysian
Prime\Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mo-
hamad, has said the Taliban was
doing a disservice to Islam by pre-
venting women from working —
even as doctors to treat women
patients.

Addressing a student symposi-
um at the Univsersti Malay in
Kuala Lumpur vyesterday, the
Prime Minister, who is facing a
growing political challenge from a
hardline Islamic party, PAS, said:
“Do we want to be like that (Tali-
ban)? These are not our mod-
els...”

Asked by a student why the
Government did not implement
full Islamic faw, Dr. Mahathir re-
sponded by saying that no coun-
try in the world practised total
Islam. However, he claimed that
many foreign leaders had pointed
to Malaysia’s status as a moderate
Islamic State.

“We have tried our best to en-
sure that Muslims can practise
their religion without being mo-
lested by anyone. That is the de-
terminant whether a Government
is Islamic or not,’ Dr. Mahathir
was quoted as saying.

“What is it that we have not
carried out that made us non-Is-

. Mahathir cautions

against Islamisation
%‘;’/By Amit Baruah \&ﬂ)~'\y

lamic? There is no country in the
world that could carry out every-
thing which is accepted by every-
one as Islamic. There will always
be someone who is not happy
with the level of Istamic practices.
This leads to non-stop polemics
that cause disunity,” he stated.

Dr. Mahathir's address to the
student community comes at a
time when there is a growing per-
ception that PAS has developed
strong links in this section of so-
ciety and there is a need for the
ruling coalition to address the is-
sues raised by PAS.

In other remarks, the Prime
Minister called upon students to
keep away from politics and leave
governance to the Government.
“It’s easy to hold a protest, eyen
idiots can do that,” Dr. Mahathir
was quoted as telling the stu-
dents.

“In our neighbouring country
(a possible reference to Indone-
sia), students believed it was their
responsibility to hold demonstra-
tions all the time. Today, they find
themselves unemployed because
their country has become poor.
Maybe, you are not happy with
what is happening in the country

— corruption, cronyism, miguse
of funds, mega projects, want
all these to stop.



/I_glfa_amic” militancy. on the rise in Bangladesh
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By Haroon Habib “() ,l}
DHAKA, JUNE 19. The series of explosions that
has rocked Bangladesh in the recent past has
alarmed everyone about the future of democ-
racy in the country. *

The deaths of 22 political activists ina major
bomb explosion at the ruling Awami League's
office in Narayangonj near here on June 16 is
not seen as an isolated event. The blast is the
latest in a series that has claimed 144 lives over
the last two and half vears. As the country
prepares for general clections, violent inci-
dents have been on the increase. The alleged
attack on the motorcade of the main Opposi-
tion leader and former Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, just a day after the Narayangonj
carnage in which the ruling party M.P., Mr.
Shamim Osman was also badly injured, ap-
pears to be a ominous portent of the days to
come before the general election .

The Narayangonj M.P. was one of the out-
spoken young ruling party leaders who had
earlier declared that he would not allow Be-
gum Khaleda to visit the port town if she came
with fundamentalist leaders like Proi. Golam
Azam and Maulana Matiur Rahunan Nizami,
the two Pakistani collaborators during the War
of Liberation who have now become Begum
Khaleda's closest political allies for the coming
crucial election. While Begum Khaleda has ac-
cused the Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina and

the Homie ister for the attack on her mo-
torcade whén she was on her way to Faridpur
on Sunday, describing it as “‘a plot to kill me”,
the ruling party leaders brushed aside her
claim, saying the incident was an “arranged
game to sidetrack the Narayangonj carnage’’.

The ruling party and its secular sympathis-
ers allege that the main Opposition and the
fundamentalist Jamaat-E-Islami are using
“foreign trained extremists’ to create a sit-
wation ahead of the election as they sensed
defeat. But the BNP-led alliance has in its turn
blamed the Awami League. Nearly two years
after the blast in the western Jessore district
headquarters that killed 10 leading cultural ac-
tivists as they were performing on the dais, the
police has finally chargesheeted some people,
including a few fundamentalists allegedly hav-
ing links with Pakistan and Afghanistan and
jocal Opposition politicians. But the case is yet
to be decided in the court.

Police and intelligence agencies, which had
sounded a red alert across the country, have so
tar arrested a number of fundamentalists,
mainly belonging fo the Harkat-ul-Jihad, on
the charge of planting two bombs at a meeting
attended by Sheikh Hasina in Kotalipara, her
home district. Army experts said if the explo-
sives has not been detected beforehand sever-
al would have been killed. It is generally felt
that the bomb culture has been introduced by
religious fundamentalists who have close links

with Pakistan and the Taliban, and their target !
is not only Sheikh Hasina but those who |
preach secularism or want Bangladesh to be a
moderate Islamic country. The recent killing
of 10 Christians in a church in Moksedpur in
the Prime Minister's home district is again
seen as the work of these fanatics.

Fears of destabilisation tactics by funda-
mentalists, supported by anti-liberation op-
position groups, were substantiated when the
police arrested some Madrassah teachers and
young mullahs and confirmed their hand in
the bomb blasts at the Bengali New Year's cul-
tural function in Dhaka and also at several
cultural functions across the country. The Op-
position BNP, Jamaat-E-Islami and lIslami Oi-
kya Jote (I0]) have criticised the Awami
League of acting on behalf of India “to crush
Islam’’.

By all indications, the activities of Islamic .
militants have grown in Bangladesh and in-
telligence agencies have confirmed their links
with various foreign religious extremist orga-
nisations, including the Taliban. But the ques-
tion is, why was there no trial? And also why is
the main Opposition sidetracking the issue.

Against the backdrop of heightening politi-
cal tension, the much talked-about Bill on life-
long State security for Sheikh Hasina and
Sheikh Rahena, the two surviving daughters of .
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was placed in Parlia-
ment on Monday.

8
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Bangla Islamists faying comfnunal game
SUNDAY’S‘. ﬁomb blast in a century-old Roman Catholic

church in a peaceful village in Bangladesh’s Gopalganj
district killing 11 people and seriously injurying 26 others is
an ominous and unprecedented development. This was the
first time that a church has been attacked although
Christians, who are less than one per cent of the population,
are the country’s smallest minority community and have been
living in peace and harmony with other communities in
Gopalganj which also happens to be prime minister Sheikh

Hasina’s ancestral home. This was the third major blast in .

the past five months to have rocked Bangladesh. Two earlier
ones in Dhaka claimed 18 lives. What is worrying is that
besides a definite pattern behind the blasts the main purpose
of this violent exercise is to destabilise Bangladesh before the
coming parliamentary elections. It would seem to be the work
of those who have been giving a communal twist to

i Bangladesh politics.

Last year Alfred Soren, a Santhal who embraced
Christianity was killed in Rajshahi for organising ' local

" Santhals and fighting for their rights. Since the Gulf War

Bangladesh’s [slamist groups, like the Jamat i Islami, having
strong links with Pakistan have been preaching hatred
against the local Christians and projecting them as Western
stooges. Like their counterparts in Pakistan they made
Bangladesh’s small Ahmediya community their target and
branded them anti-Islam. An Ahmediya mosque was bombed
in Sylhet last year. With foreign- funded Iglamist groups
mushrooming all over Bangladesh their d of disruptive
politics is also becoming rampant.
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“ Taliban dress code”

f
|

NEW DELHI, MAY 20. The tiny Hindu
population in Afghanistan has
been asked by the Taliban re-
gime to wear yellow cloth to
identify themselves and follow
the Shariat or face prosecution.

In a recent decree, a separate
dress code has been fixed for the
Muslims and non- Muslims and a
. Hindu household is required to
. put a two-metre yellow cloth on
i his house so that his identity is

known.

According to the decree, a copy

. of which was made available to
UNI, Hindus and Muslims can-
not live in the same house.

Those living together have
been asked to leave within three
days. Any violation would invite
- prosecution, it said.

The heads of Hindu places of

' worship have been asked to pre-

o for Hindus o <

pare a list of place§ where the
Hindus and Muslimg are living
together. Hindus caknot build
new prayer houses. They have
been asked to conduct prayers in
the existing ones. Places of wor-
ship once destroyed cannot be
rebuilt. Hindu men cannot wear
turbans and the women should
wrap their body with a big yellow
‘chadder’ with two small holes
over their eyes. Hindu women
can go to markets, but they
should wear an iron necklace. No
Hindu can keep arms.

Over the past few years,fé
Hindu and Sikh Afghans have
watched helplessly as their
homes, businesses and places of
worship have been destroyed. As
minorities in a fundamentalist

Islamic country, Hindus ape-i
deep trouble. /m
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CORRESPONDENT ".\v

New Delhi, March 20: Not so
long ago, the RSS had flagged off a
| violent movement to destroy the
Babri masjid. Today, they want to
piece together stone by stone stat-
ues destroyed by others.

Samskar Bharati, a cultural
outfit of the RSS, wants to rebuild
the priceless statues pulled down
by the Taliban. The Bamiyan Bud-
dhas razed to the ground in
Afghanistan will be cloned in
Kulu valley of Himachal Pradesh.

~ “We are going to get sculptors
and artists from all over the coun-
try to replicate the statues,” says
Ameer Chandra, organising sec-
, retary of Samskar Bharati.
They have chosen a stone of
[ the same size and a team of 16
; sculptors and artists, led by Sam-

|
1

- Sangh tu

FROM OUR SPECIAL N\Vskar Bharati’¥ Delhi

N

chie
Advait Gannayak, will begin
work on the project on Budd
Purnima.

" Despite the RSS’ known oppo-
sition to “videshi” culture, the
Samskar Bharati turns a tolerant
face to the public. India, its ac-
tivists say, has always given shel-
ter to the persecuted and will con-
tinue to do so. The Samskar
Bharati is so ambitious about its
project that it said it will fry tore-
trieve a part of the “debris” left by
the demolished statues.

Gannayak was a student of
Santiniketan and Baroda School
of Art.

He is also a senior member of
an organisation that had attacked
Jatin Das two years ago and the
organisers of an exhibition the
RSS found offending.

“It is sweet irony that Samskar
Bharati is outraged by the Tal-
iban, considering it had attacked
Arpana Caur’s gallery which was

. exhibiting M.F. Hussain’s litho-

graph showing a woman at the tail

| of Hanuman,” says Ram Rehman

of Safdar Hashmi Memorial Trust
(Sahmat).

The lithograph was titled
“Hanuman rescuing Sita”. The
title, however, was not given by
Hussain. “The RSS was offended
because it showed a nude
woman,” said Rehman.

Raghu Vyas, senior member of
the Samskar Bharati, had led a
mob on the rampage and slapped
cases against Arpana Caur.

Whatever its track record, the
Samskar Bharati has now decided
to play the role of the high priest

rn

Z

The debris of the Bamiyan Buddha from a recent video. (PTI)

against cultural vandalism. Chan-
dra said the project of rebuilding
the Bamiyan statues will gather
momentum at the organisation’s
celebration of the Bhartiya new
year next Monday, marking the

f@&Mﬂ

beginning of the Indian calendar
“We are going to welcome the
dawn of the Indian new year on
the banks of the Ganga in
Varanasi,” said Samskar
Bharati’s organising secretary.
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Taliban’s Islamic ¢, ¢
ideas baffle Muslims"

ISLAMABAD: What sort of reli-
gious regime would demand the
demolition of grand artworks that
have stood for 15 centuries? Or
eliminate schooling for girls after
age 8? Or chop off the hands or feet

of thieves at stadium rallies?
According to the zealous Taliban
who have ruled most of

Afghanistan since 1996, faithful-
ness to Islam requires such un-
precedented harshness. But Mus-
lim moderates and scholars in other
lands say the Taliban are wrong,

Afghanistan’s destruction of two
monumental Buddha statues in re-
cent days has provoked near-univer-
sal outrage, from Muslim leaders as
well as art lovers. “Such behaviour
comes to undermine the image of Is-
lam and even to make some Mus-
lims skeptical whether their faith can
face the challenges of modernism,”
former Egyptian diplomat Hussein
Ahmed Amin wrote this week.

An Afghan scholar in the US,,
Amin Tarzi, charges that his home-
land’s rulers feed off the peoples’
“illiteracy and lack of knowledge of
traditional Islamic teachings.”

The Taliban employ religion as
well as Pashtun tribal traditions “to
legitimise their rule based on a ter-
ror system,” says Tarzi, of the Mon-
terey (California) Institute of Inter-
national Studies. The Pashtun are
Afghanistan’s largest ethnic group.

thers are simply baffled. “I per-
sonally don’t have any idea where
they get some of their ideas,” says
professor Anis Ahmed of Pak-
istan’s Islamic University.

Some tenets come from literal in-

terpretation of the Quran, Abhmgd
explains, but “if you take things
erally that will fead to extremism.,
He says the Quran must be read in
light of its context and application
in the sunnah, the authoritative say-
ings and practices of the Prophet
Mohammad. The Muslim world has
largely spurned the Taliban. The Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Confer-
ence refuses to admit the regime
and only three of the 56 member
nations (Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
UAE) grant it recognition.

Even neighbouring Iran, whose
1979 revolution energised militant
Islamists worldwide, spurns the Tal-
iban, although that hostility stems
from alleged Taliban persecution of
fellow Shiite Muslims. Islam’s larger
Sunni branch dominates in
Afghanistan. The Taliban some-
times depict the limit on girls’
schooling as temporary. Their prohi-
bition of women working outside
the home is part of strict segrega-
tion of the sexes to prevent sexual
impropriety. Similarly, women are
only allowed outside the home if ac-
companied by a close male relative.

The government relented on em-
ployment to let women work for in-
ternational agencies, but last year
shut foreign-run charity bakeries
that employ destitute widows.

There’s long been debate over Is-
lamic punishments. The Quran's|
prescribed penalty for theft is cut-
ting off the hands, but Ahmed says
this applies only in extreme situa- -
tions and others cite the very next .
verse, which teaches God’s forgive-
ness of those who repent. 4»)
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Destruction of Bamiyan Buddh

A
confirmed,

PARIS: The international commu-
nity acknowledged on Tuesday that
it has failed to stop the ruling Tal-
iban militia in Afghanistan from de-
stroying the ancient Buddha stat-
ues at Bamiyan, with UNESCO
branding their demolition “a crime
agajst culture.”
was the first time that the de-
{ stfuction of the statues had been in-
pendently confirmed, despite a
oncerted effort by Arab, Islamic
nd international players to spare
them. “I was distressed to learn
from my special envoy, Pierre
Jd Lafrance, that the destruction of
the Bamiyan Buddhas has been
confirmed,” the UN. cultural
body’s chief Koichiro Matsuura
said in a statement.

]t is abominable to witness the
cold and calculated destruction of
cultural properties which were the
heritage of the Afghan people, and,
indeed, of the whol i
the statement saje’

i ad said the huge fig-
ures, caryed into sandstone cliffs in
Bamjy4n city more than 1,500 years

ajo when Afghanistan was a seat of
Biddhism, are “false idols” and
mujt be destroyed in line with Is-
laws.

Yet there were no shortage of ef-
forts to try reversing the Taliban’s
edict, including from many Muslim
countries and Pakistan, the closest
ally of the Taliban and one of only
three countries which recognises its
puritanical regime. After talks over
the weekend between Pakistan inte-
rior minister Moinuddin Haider and
the Taliban officials failed, Haider
played for time “suggesting that
since this edict has repercussions for
the entire Muslim world, it should be
discussed with the Ulema (Islamic
clerics) from outside Afghanistan.”

But the high-level delegation of
Islamic clerics that later visited
Afghanistan returned empty-hand-
ed on Tuesday.

The Taliban said the clerics had
“failed to convince us that destroy-
ing the statues was un-Islamic.”

They were part of a delegation of
the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) led by Qatar’s

as
s UNESCO chief 1"

foreign minister and included
Egypt’s top religious leader and
two leading Sunni clerics, the same
faith as the Taliban.

“From a religious point of view it
is clear, these statues are part of hu-
manity’s heritage and do not affect
Islam at all,” said the Egyptian cler-
ic, speaking on his return to Cairo.

A similar diplomatic mission
from Japan this week also failed to
overturn Taliban supreme leader
Mullah Mohammad Omar’s de-
cree, which he said was based on or-
ders of God and the Koran, Islam’s
holy book, and was “irreversible.”

U.N; secretary general Kofi An-
nan tried his hand at convincing the
Taliban not to carry out their “lam-
entable decision,” meeting the Tal-
iban foreign minister Wakil Ahmad
Mutawakel while on a tour of
South Asia. Mr Annan stressed that
many Islamic countries opposed
the move, adding that destroying
cultural masterpieces was not the
way to mobilise the donor commu-
nity to help Afghanistan overcome
its humanitarian crisis. (aFp)
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that no Mushim copntry has ade-

mocratic dispensation? Why is it
that almost every Muslith country is
governed either by a king, a sheikh,
a military dictator or has only a
partly-democratic set up? These are
important questions which must be
satisfactorily answered. But the more
important questions gre this: is Islam
responsiblgsfor this state of affairs or
Muslims?{C: i
ratic of

Jowkrs makeitso
0\@0 religion, i my opinion, should
be construed as democratic or unde-

mocratic, sine it is rooted in a socng

structure not necessarily of its creati
A religion provides a vision of
society but hardly succeeds in totally
subyerting the existing society.
wasborn inasociety that was

babically tribal and inwhich there were
no formal political structures or a state
machinery. Islam provided that soci-
ety not ‘only with a new, humane vi-
sion, guaranteeing freedom of con-
science, it also gave detailed laws, both
written and oral. The Prophet of Islam
gave laws through his pronounce-
ments, in addition to what was con-
tained in the Koran. However, the
Prophet himself never assumed any
political powers. He was essentially a
spiritual guide who commanded a
tremendous respect. His concept of
wmmahwas also an inclusive one and it
included Jews, i%ol worshippers and
Muslimswithin it

g new society did begin to emerge
in the first few years of Islam. How-
ever, that phase did not last long, The
Umayyads, a clan within the tribe of
Quraysh, managed to capture power
and convert a proto-democratic soci-
etyinto afeudal, hierarchical one. The
Propbet had enjoyed an immense
moral authority but he never con-
verted it into formal political power.
He was succeeded by four Caliphs, re-

sulted in the assassina-

~ tuous social and political

What beGame of Islam’s democratic vision?

e great betrayal

ferred to as rightly guided Caliphs, as
they tried to follow the vision of Islam
and always consulted Muslims before
taking any important policy decision.
Although, formally, it was not a demo-
cratic society in the sense that modern
societies are, it was democratic in spirit
during the first 30 years'of the rightly

iged Caliph).
However;” during this period,
vested interests of different kinds be-
gan to emerge throwing
society into political tur-
moil. This turmoil re-

tion of the third and
fourth caliphs. On ac-
oount of these tumul-

conditions, the Umayy-
ads succeeded in captur-
ing power. They shifted
the capital to Damascus

AsGHAR ALl ENGINEER

the Islamic world often styled them-
selves as caliphs, they were in fact ab-
solute rulers. These political develop-
ments also had its impact on Islamic
jurisprudence. The Ulama, who inter-
preted the Koran and the Hadith, did
sounder the influence of feudal values.
Many of them went against the spirit of
Istam and justified the feudal hierar-
chy. The few who resisted were iso-
lated and lost ow

e Ulama with inte-
grity and character could
not save the early political
structure of Istam, al-
though they had great
moral authority. The Is-
tamic world was ruled by
corrupt and power-hun-
gry monarchs. Western

century could not make
auch difference as the

Muslim intellectuals must refiect on why
Muslim countries have not been able to usher
in true democracy, despite the clalm that '
Islam Is democratic in spirit

RS e

in Syria, formerly ruled by the Byzan-
tine emperors, and adopted Byzantine
ways, which were thoroughly feudal. In
the process Islamic society, which was

quite democratic in spirit, became feu-
d hierarchical. ;

The only ge came from the
:C:&}n of the Prophet who resisted
the authority of Yazid, whobecame the
first ruler of the Islamicworld by virtue
of the feudal principles of succession
and not through the elective principle
of the early caliphs. However, in the
encounter, Imam Husain and his sup-
porterswere all martyred in Kerbala.

The Islamic society thereafter
never saw the return of the early Cal-
iphate period. Muslim society was tho-
roughly feudalised. Although rulers in

imperialist powers reinforced the

regimes of thege rulers for their own
selfish interests. ic society was SO
thoroughly feudalised that even during

imperialist rule no charismatic mass
leader tmciged on the scene in any
Muslim countty.

The Wafd party of Egypt did throw
a limited democratic challenge to
British rule and thanks to this democ-
ratic movement, Egypt has a sem-
blance of democracy today. However, it
is also far from real democracy. Jamal
Abd al-Nasir had a vision but he too
centralised power in order to bring
changes and reforms and that centrali-
sation defeated the very purpose of
democracy. His successors, like Sadat,
did not have even that vision and be-

18 MAR 207

imperialism in the 19th

came even more authoritarian.

e entire Arab world lacks any
mass leader of any calibre as its au-
thoritarian rulers use highly repressive
policies and do nqt allow persons of
this kind to emerge) What is more dis-
turbing is that Ulama in these
countries support the ruling establish- -
ment and use Islam to legitimise au- .
thoritarian rule.(Any movement for .
human rights is condemned asa West- |
ern conspiracy against Islam, although
humandignity and freedom of consci- |
ence are central to the teachings of the
Korat@lran has held regular elections
but thére, too, the orthodox Ulama
have exercised astranglehold over the |
judiciary and, without a free judiciary, |
democracy remains a nominal con- |
struct. Khatami’s supporters who are |
reformists are being persecuted and
many newspapers with a reformist ori- -
entation are being shut down by the 5
orthodoxjudiciary in Iran. {

Malaysia, too, has limited de-
mocracy. With Prime Minister Ma- i
hathir Mohammed dubbing human
rights as a Western conspiracy, there is
no real democratic freedom in Mal-
aysia. Indonesia had for many years re-
mained under military rule and has
only now come under a democratic
spell. But is experiencing great politi-
cal turmotl and it will take quite some
time for democracy tostabilise here as
powerful vested interests are out (0

eit. .

L(] Clearly, then, it is social and eco-
notmic conditions which are more re-
sponsible for the lack of democracy in
the icworld and not the teachings
of Tslam,However, Muslim intellectu-
als must reflect seriously on why Mus-
lim countries have not been able to
usher in true democracy, despite the
claim that Islam is most democratic in
spirit. Without democratising the Mus-
lim world, no worthwhile change can
be ushered in. And the absence of
democracy only means the further sub-
jugation of the Muslim masses.



“Taliban ben on demohtlon

Kabul, March 12 (Reuters): A
Taliban leader today ruled out
any compromise with scholars
from the world’s largest Islamic
organisation and said workers
were obliterating the last traces of
Afghanistan’s ancient statues of
the Buddha.

A delegation from the 55-na-
tion Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) was in the southern
Afghan town of Kandahar, head-
quarters of the austere Islamic
group, to try to halt the Taliban’s
campaign to destroy all statues

on the ground {tkey are un-Islam-

1C.

“The (OIC) Al Azhar delega-
tion is in Kandahar and they have
no religious justification to show
that our work is non-Islamic,” Tal-
iban information minister
Qudratullah Jamal said.

“We would repeat to them as
we have to other delegations that
we are not going to back away
from the edict and that no statues
in Afghanistan will be spared,”
Jamal said.

UN secretary-general Kofi

Annan said yesterday after meet-
ing Taliban foreign minister
Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil it was
probably too late to save the stat-
ues, which mostly date from the
centuries before the arrival of
Islam. when Afghanistan was a
centre of Buddhist culture.
Speaking of Afghanistan’s
best-known Buddhist statues, two

sandstone  cliff
Bamiyan province
demolition the
ished.

TME TELEGRAPR

T 3 MaR 2

b




) /‘G{ant Budailas |
A“completely /

R destroyed\’

| ISLAMABAD, March 11.\—

. The Taliban have completély

. demolished two giant Buddha
statues, hewn from a cliff fage
in central Afghanistan, inter-

' national aid workers said

- today, despite desperate pleas

' from abroad to spare the third

" and fifth-century relics. :
The destruction was order

' late last month by the Taliban
who say statues are idolatrous. |
Taliban appeared today to !
have obliterated both statues,
the taller of which was belie-
ved to be the world’s tallest
standing Buddha.
The destruction of the two
giant Buddhas was corro- .
borated by Taliban officials in
southern Afghanistan and by

an aid worker why said his in_~
formation came frdm witnessés
in the area. — AP ‘
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy ﬁ ’

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 9. Under pres
sure from all over the world. the
pakistan Interior Minister, Lt
Gen. (retd) Moinuddin Haides, is
leading a high-level delegation to
Kandahar, spirvitual headquarters
of the Taliban, to plead with the
Taliban leadership that it sparc
the historic pre-Islamic artefacts.

The decision came even as the
Afghan Islamic Press (AlP), quot-
ing sources in the Taliban Gov-
ernment, circulated a report to
the effect that the militia used a
large amount of explosives on
Thursday to destroy the top part
of one of the two giant statues. [t
is not clear which of the two stat
ues was targeted.

The Taliban has refused to heed
the advice of virtually the whole
world, including the U.N. Secre-
tary-General, to stop the destruc:
tion of the Buddha statues in
Bamiyan.

The adamancy of the regime
has put Pakistan in an embarrass
ing situation. 1n the last few days,
it has been under immense pres
sure from the international coin
munity to take up the matter with
the Taliban as it was perceived to
be a friend, philosopher and
guide of the militia in Afghauis
tan.

As one of the three countries i
the world that recognised Tal:
ban, and the only country with a
full-fledged embassy in Kabul, the
expectations are very high.

islamabad-based envoys of sev
eral countries have conveyed ta
Pakistan their concern over devel-
opments in  Afghanistan. the
pressure was so much that the
Musharraf Government deemet
it necessary to call the Taliban
Ambassador in Islamabad to the
Foreign Office and appraise hin:
of the sentiments of the world
community.

The naturc of pressure could be
gauged from the fact that the S
Lankan Foreign Minister, M.
Laxtnan Kadirigamar, has ait
dashed from Colombo to impres-
upon Islamabad to immediately
take up the matter with the Tali
ban. A section of the Pakistai
press had reported that the Sn
Lankan Prime Minister, Mr £
Wickremanayake, wodld be de
puted for the job affer the bri L

7i’iailﬁ(i’§taan under
A

>

ko rariiament deliberated on the
suliject.

Pakistan cannot wish away the
{aiihan factor and this is evident
from the growing number of ap-
peals divected at it A report from

The Taliban Foreign Minister, Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil, with
the UNESCO representative, Mr. Pierre Lafrance (right), in
Kandahar on Sunday. The Talilban leadership refused to revert
its order on destruction of Buddha statues in Afghanistan
despite Mr. Lafrance’s pleas. (Below) Children from the
Allindia Shia Sunni Front protest near the Pakistani
High Commission in New Delthi on Fiday. — AP

§F)bal pressur

A

Jokyo said the Japanese Foreign
Minister. Mr. Yohei Kono, would
be sending a letter to the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, 10 ‘step up pressure’ on Tali-
ban 1o end the destruction of the

THE HINDU
10 MAR 200

e

statues. Pakistan should at Jeast
be seen as acting oo the appeal as
Mr. Sattar is slated to visit Japan
on a four-day official visit begin-
ning on March T4

‘Declare Pak.,
Afghanistan

terrorist States’

NEW DELHI, MARCH 9. The All-India
Shia Sunni Front {AISSF: and the
All-India Mustim Unity Front (Al-
MUF) today said the United Na-
tions should ‘“‘declare Pakistan
and Afghanistan as terrorist coun-
tries.”

Staging a  demonstration
against the destruction of Budd-
hist statues by the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, the chairman of ATSSY,
Mr. Z. Ahmed, said, “we call upon
the world community to con-
demn the destructive act and ask
the U.N. to declare Pakistan and
Afghanistan as terrorist  coun-
tries.”

“This act will damage Muslim
image internationally,” the presi-
dent of AIMUT, Mr. Mchammed
Younus Siddiqui, said. They later
submitted a memorandum at the
United Nations, the Afghanistan
embassy, and the Paki-tan High
Commission.

‘1S1 handiwork’

The Alghanistan Atubassador
to India, Mp. Masocod Khalili,
charged Pakistan's Inter-services
Intelligence with mastenninding
the destruction of the Buddhist
relics and said there was a “politi-
cal agenda® behind it

“§ cannot help myselt not to say
that Pakistan has beer a part of
this drama,” Mr. Khalili, repre-
sentating the Rabbari regime,
said participating in a discussion
programme on Doordarshan.

The Taliban and their “‘men-
tors” had a strategy “'for a loug
time to reach central Asia to
threaten other countries.” Af-
ghans, hoth within the country
and outside, “have indeed not
just worried but wept” when they
heard about the destruction.

They have always held Lord
Buddha in high esteem as "part of
their culture, literature and Sufi
tradition. "They admired this per-
sonality (Buddha) who was in

search of the great iight—Mr.
Khalili said. py/K



Tahbau mum ondha fate

FROM SAYED SALAHUDDIN,\

Kabul, March 8 (Reuters):
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
movement vowed today to com-
plete the destruction of all statues,
but it kept the world in suspense
about the fate of two partly-dam-
aged giant Buddhas in central
Bamiyan province.

Witnesses had reported that
the radical Islamic movement had
suspended destruction of the two
colossal Buddhist statues earlier
this week because of holidays for
the Muslim feast of Id ul-Zuha.

The holiday ended today, but
there was no word whether demo-
lition of the two towering Bud-
dhas, hewn out of sandstone cliffs,
had been resumed or not.

Taliban foreign minister
Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil said
there was no possibility of revers-
ing an edict issued by the move-
ment’s reclusive leader, Mullah
Mohammad Omar, for total de-
struction of all statues — includ-
ing the two giant Buddhas that are

the country’s best-known archae-

ological treasure.

But he said he had no informa-
tion if the Bamiyan Buddhas’ de-
molition had been resumed or not.

“Idon’t know how much of the
Buddhas has been damaged and
when the destruction will re-
sume,” he said.

A file picture of the world’s tallest standing statue of Buddha in
Bamiyan province of Afghanistan. (AFP)

Information and culture min-
ister Qudratullah Jamal, whose
ministry is overseeing the demoli-
tion, was unavailable for com-
ment as he had not returned from
hishome town after the Id-ul-Zuha
celebrations.

Lanka appeal

Predominantly Buddhist Sri
Lanka made another appeal today
to the Taliban to reverse its cam-
paign to destroy the Buddha stat-
ues.

Prime Minister Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake told parliament
he would travel to Pakistan on

' %urday to seek help from Kab-

ighbour to overturn the
Taliban edict.

He said he would seek “joint
action on the issue” with other
countries to help save the
Bamiyan statues, which date back
to centuries of Buddhist rule be-
fore Islam arrived in the country
in the ninth century AD.

But Muttawakil’s comments

— - C g

today, that an
destruction would fail to satisfy Is

lamic law, appepred to rule out
any change in pglicy despite in-
tensifying international pressure
to save Afghanistan’s rich her-
itage.

He said the Taliban would
make clear to any international or
religious delegation that it would
not back down.

Three members of parliament
from Japan-—amajor donor of aid
intheregion — werealsodue in Is-
lamabad today to  press
Taliban authorities to change
their minds.

The Taliban’s main target is
Buddhist art almost 2,000 years
old, including the 175 feet and 120
feet Bamiyan statues.

Egypt said yesterday Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak had accepted
arequest from the UN Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
sation (Unesco) to ask the Taliban
to halt the destruction.

“We have no problem meeting
anybody about this,” Muttawakil
said.

“We have explained our posi-
tion to the Unesco team and will
mention this to others, be it Hosni
Mubarak, a Japanese envoy or Is-
lamic scholars that our decree is
based on Islamic orders and that
we will spare no pre-Islamic or
post-Islamic era statues.”

-




K aliban’s Vandalism
An Un-Islamic Act

NN

HE {estruction of the grand

statuds of Buddha in Bamiyan
region of Afghanistan by the Tal-
iban is vandalism of the worst sort
being perpatrated in the name of Is-
lam. The Taliban are not in any
sense authentic representatives of
Islam and their acts of omission and
commission should not be looked at
as representative of Islamic teach-
ings, much less the Islamic spirit.
The Taliban are a product of the
madrasas in the North West of Pak-
istan which foster a very narrow sec-
tarian mindset. The teachings in
these madrasas is far from spiritual
and is politically motivated.

No doubt Islam prohibits idol
worship as according to Islam there
is one God who cannot be con-
ceived of in any shape. This concept
of Islam comes quite close to the
Hindu tradition which teaches that
God is nirgun and nirankar (i.e.
without attributes and shape). But
that does not mean that Islam be-
lieves in destroying idols wor-
shipped by others. On the contrary
the Qur’an very clearly says: “And
abuse pot those who call upon be-
sides Allah (i.e. worship other than
Allah), lest exceeding the limits,
they abuse Allah

By ASGHAR ALI ENGINEER a L
W

them; by others (who protect
them). Thus it is totally against the
Qur’anic teachings to vandalise
anyone’s place of worship.

There is absolutely nothing in the
Qur’an which can incite Muslims to
destroy idols that others worship. It
would, on the contrary, be the most
un-Qur’anic act one can think of.
The Taliban are destroying Buddha
statues which are not even idols that
are being worshipped by anyone
there. These are fine specimens of
sculpture carved out in 3rd and 4th
centuries and represent a creative
blending of Graeco-Roman and In-
dian styles of art.

Statues, even otherwise, must be
distinguished from idols. Installing
statues even by Muslims is not un-
Islamic according to Muhammad
Abduh the Grand Mufti of Egypt in
late 19th century. Mohammad Ab-
duh’s famous fatwa says that in Is-
Jam deeds have merit or demerit ac-
cording to intention (i.e. niyyah). If
the intention is not to worship them,
then statues of famous personalities
can be installed. Muhammad Ab-
duh issued this fatwa when many
other ‘ulama of al-Azhar, the pre-
mier Islamic seminary in Cairo,
were opposing in-

through igno-
rance” (6.109).
Thus it is the

4 n THE
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stallation of stat-
ues of some politi-
cal leaders.

duty of Muslims, if
they follow the Qur’anic teachings,
not to abuse others’ gods and wor-
ship Allah in their own way. If they
abuse others’ gods others could do
likewise which will only increase ha-
tred and conflict. Not only that, the
Qur’an makes an even more signifi-
cant statement: “Thus for every peo-
ple have We made their deeds fair-
seeming”’(6.109). This clearly means
that Allah has made deeds (rituals,
ways of worship etc) fair-seeming to
every community whichever way it
worships God. Also, the Qur’an
adopts a very catholic approach
when it says, “For you is your reli-
gion, for me mine” (109.6).

The Qur’an also maintains that
Allah protects the places of reli-
gious worship of different faiths.
Thus the Qur’an says: “And if Allah
did not repel some people by others,
cloisters, and churches, and syna-
gogues and mosques in which Al-
lah’s name is much remembered,
would have been pulled down”
(22.40). Thus we see that Qur'an
maintains that Allah’s name is much
remembered in all religious places,
be they cloisters, churches, syna-
gogues or mosques. And Allah pro-
tects them by repelling one set of
people (bent upon demolishing

An eighteenth
century sufi saint Mazhar Jan-i-
janan who is buried in Delhi even
maintained that Hindu worship of
idols is qualitatively different from
idol worshipping of pre-Islamic
Arabs, According to him, the pre-Is-
lamic Arabs worshipped their idols
as God whereas the Hindus who be-
lieve God is nirankar and nirgun
worship them not as God but as in-
termediary to God. They see in
these idols the reflection of God
and Jan-i-Janan compares it with a
sufi’s tasawwaur-e-sheikh. A sufi
reaches Allah through a Master
called Sheikh, not by himself. Simi-
larly a Hindu reaches God through
the agency of an idol in which he
sees God’s reflection. And thus he
maintains that such idol worship
does not lead to kufr i.e. denial of
the oneness of God or shirk i.e. asso-
ciating partners with God.

Thus seen in the light of these
opinions {fatwas) Taliban’s vandal-
ism is totally un-Islamic and must be
strongly condemned. All Islamic
countries have preserved their
pre-Islamic heritage be it Egypt,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Malaysia or

Indonesia. The wosld will be cultur-
ally poorer if the Taliban afe
allowed to have their way.

THE TDAES OF INDIA
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VO .
v fundamentalists

{ ,‘7 By Kuldip Nayar

Some of the best Buddha statues of the Gandhara
school of lart are in the Peshwar museum. Many
years ago When | visited the place, 1 found only a few
people comscious of such aesthetic and antique
pieces in tHeir midst. Others knew about their pres-
ence. But the city, once the citadel of secular forces,
the “Red Shirts”, before Partition, recognised the
status as part of their heritage. Not even once did
anyone demand or demonstrate against their dis-
play at the museum.

1 have not visited Peshawar or, for that matter, the
North West Frontier Province, since. The types of

OPINION

Gen. Hamid Gul, former 181 chief, have, however,

. spoilt the atmosphere. They have sown the nettle of

fanaticism which has grown into a crop of funda-
mentalism. The Taliban is the produce.
What 1 have read in newspapers shows that the

" family of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan — Frontier
* Gandhi — still fights against bigotism and “Mul-

laism’": Theirs is a secular politics. Mr. Abdul Gani
Khan, his son, along with his wife and the level-
headed son, keep the flag of tolerance aloft. They
could not stop the Taliban but they should save the
Buddha pieces in Peshwar because the Taliban’s un-
official headquarters is located in the city and they
can turn their ire against the museum any time.

If it ever came to that, Islamabad may not do any-
thing against them. Its mute reaction to vandalism
in Afghanistan is a testimony to the Pakistan junta’s
future course of action. 1 know some of my Pakistani
friends would feel horrified at the proposal. But they
should seriously consider transferring the Buddha
statues at museums in Peshawar and Lahore to India
or some other safe place till the tide of fanaticism
subsides in their country. The way in which the Pa-
kistan Interior Minister, Mr. Mohuddin Haider, went
back on his word to curb the “‘jehadis” indicates the
Government's helplessness. Say tomorrow, were
there an agitation by some Lashkaris to remove the
Buddha pieces from museums or to destroy mounds
at Taxila, what would Islamabad do?

I concede that the Pakistan Government is too

much under the pressure of fundamentalists and
“jehadis”. Still I had imagined that it would use the
destruction of the Buddha statues as an opportunity
to rap its child, the Taliban, over the knuckles. Pakis-
tan is supposed to be a modern, liberal Muslim state.
I recall when General Pervez Musharraf took over, a
photo appeared with his two pet pups in his arms.
The impression sought to be conveyed was that a
tiberal reformer had stepped in. But there has been
little on the ground to indicate any action against
tfundamentalists.

The induction of Mullah-type men by General
Zia-ul-Hagq in the Pakistan army may be one reason
why Gen. Musharraf looks helpless. Some of them,
according to Gul Mohammad, occupy high posi-
tions in the army. Still, Islamabad's reluctance to
chastise fundamentalists has damaged the country’s
image. It cannot combine the opposites: use the fa-
natics to destabilise India and wish that the fall-out
would not contaminate the Pakistan society.

The silence of the liberals is intriguing. True, they
are in unhappy as is the majority in Pakistan. But the
fear to join issue with the extremists has silenced
them. They are afraid to annoy fundamentalists. But
they should know that no voice has ever gained
strength if it is not raised.

When the Babri Masjid was demolished, a das-
tardly act by fanatics, the Hindu community, by and
large, showed its anger against the atrack on the
composite culture which the building depicted. The
BJP State Governments were dismissed and the par-
ty lost four of them in new elections. The Supreme
Court punished the then U.P. Chief Minister. Three
top BIP leaders, including the Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, are still facing charges in connection with
the demolition. Even the BJP-led Government dares
not challenge india’s secular poliry.

The Taliban, who run Afghanistan, knaw of funda-
mentalism alone. In fact, the stigma which they have
put on its face will take several years to rub off. The
“Umnah" has not only to dispel the disgust which the
Taliban have evoked in the minds of people all over
the world but also have to prove that lslam is not
what the Taliban or other fundamentalists are trying
to show. An Iranian cleric is quite right to observe:
“Unfortunately, the Taliban's destruction of statues
has cast doubt on the comprehensive views offered
by Islamic ideology in the World"./)ﬂ
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! mad Omar, used the Id-ul-Adha festival today

|
1

/

Destruction
R T TR
icons will co

KABUL, MARCH 5. The Taliban chief, Mulla Moha

urge the Muslim world to support the destruction
of ancient Buddhist icons and unite behind his vi-

! sion of Islam.

The reclusive war veteran and “Islamic scholar”
said the annihilation of Buddhist statues in Afghan-
istan would proceed despite vehement internation-
al condemnation and protests from Islamic States.

He said the statues, including the giant ancient
Buddhas in the central province of Bamiyan, were
only “one per cent” of Afghanistan’s historical heri-
tage.

Mulla Omar also dismissed the global outcry as a
“drama” which should be transparent to Muslims
with “common sense”. “Now that we are destroy-
ing false idols, the world has made a drama out of
this. The Muslims of the world, particularly Afghan
Muslims, should use their commonsense,” the Tali-
ban militia’s radio Shariat quoted him as saying.

“I would like to ask you, do you prefer to be called
statue-destroyers or statue-sellers?” Mulla Omar
last week ordered his followers to destroy all statu-
es in Afghanistal_l);including the country’s precious

of Buddhist
inue: Taliban

pre-Islamic figures, to prevent idolatry in line witi
a farwa (religious decree) from local clerics.

His comments at the start of the three-day Islam-
ic holiday today came a day after the UNESCO spe-
cial envoy, Mr. Pierre Lafrance, apparently failed to
persuade the Afghan leadership to reverse their de-
cision. The Afghan Foreign Minister, Mr. Wakil Ah-
mad Mutawakil, said that after meeting Mr.
Lafrance in Kandahar on Sunday he could see no

More reports on Pages 13, 14

reason to stop the destruction, the private Afghan
Islamic Press reported.

The Islamic world has also expressed its indigna-
tion, notably Pakistan, one of only three countries
which recognises the Taliban regime and its closest
ally. But Mulla Omar, known as Amir-ul-Momenin
(leader of the faithful) in Taliban circles, said the
issue was clearcut and that Muslims should not be
influenced by people of other faiths.

«] would like to ask the world Muslims not to
harmonise their voices with those of non-believ-
ers,” he said.

“The infidels want to rob Islam of its spirit.” — AFP
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/The Buddhs Spiles

The Buddha would have been amused at the headlines describing the
destruction of the Bamiyan Buddha statue by the Taliban. The Buddha
cannot be blasted nor can he be bombarded. To mistake the Likeness of
the Buddha made by human hands and not to take part in a commu-
nion with the essence of the Buddha is to miss the message of imperma-
nence, non-spirit and suffering of the Mighty Inteliect. The artist who vi-
sualised the Bamiyan Buddha would have first invoked, as per tradi-
tion, the moods of friendliness, compassion, sympathy and impartiality.
He would not be driven by considerations of self-expression nor ideas
of connoisseurship and aestheticism. The state of mind and the impor-
tance of the idea itself was all important. All these virtues are sadly
amiss in the hearts and minds of those who are breaking ancient monu-
ments in Afghanistan as well as those who seem to be protesting about
such vandatism. In the Divyavadana, Upagupta asks Mara, who has the
power of assuming shapes at will, to take the likeness of the Buddha.
Upagupta bows in reverence to this figure, which shocks Mara. Up-
agupta says that he is not worshipping Mara but the person represented
by Mara: “Just as people venerating earthen images of the undying an-
gels do not revere the clay as such, but the immortals represented
therein.” The least that can be said about the events in Afghanistan is
that these are the triumph of the slave mentality, the main characteristic
of which is the spirit of revenge. The ideal typical slave is incapable of
forgetting, unable to love, admire or respect. Such individuals constant-
ly impute wrong to others and perpetually blame the whole world for
real and imagined wrongs. They cannot give or create. (- \ i)

In other words, there are Taliban-like organisations,‘ndividual 4nd
symptoms within India which are as intolerant and biutal as their cgun-
terparts in Afghanistan. The sangh parivar for long has represented §nd
actively promoted this negative strand in Indian society. Acharya Gigi-
raj Kishore’s reaction to the happenings in Afghanistan is indicative bf
the cult of hatred and mindless recriminations that the sangh parivar
has promoted. Where were these self-righteous guardians of Indian
heritage when the Babri Masjid was destroyed? If the statues in
Bamiyan are ‘our” heritage, then so is the Babri Masjid. Instead, the Tal-
iban and the sangh parivar have sought to divide the world into ‘us’ and
‘them’, between ‘friend’ and ‘foe’. What is common to both is a very lit-
eral interpretation of Islam and Hinduism, without remotely under-
standing the essence of either faith. Also, the sad state of our museums
and monuments suggests that our concern for heritage is extremely su-
perficial. What the Taliban has done in a couple of days is being
systematically done slowly and steadily for the past fifty years. “We
shall not stand on the Buddha’y’head at Bamiyan, upright in his
niche like a whale in a dry dock” famented the writer Bruce Chatwin in
1980. Sad indeed. But this giveg'us an opportunity to look inwards and
set oy own house in order.
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ATULGARITY.IN EXTREMIS

op Taliban? /5 ‘

VERYBODY "akfees, even the Pakistanis and the Irani-

ans, that the Tyliban have\definitely gone over the top,
this time, in wanting to blow up the Buddhas of Bamiyan and
whatever remains of % past they wish to disown. One doesn’t
know if the strong reaction frdm its neighbours and its
strongest patron will be enough to stop this insanity. Even as
we write, the Taliban is mobilising troops and explosives to
commit this dastardly deed. India has made a splendid
gesture by promising to provide political asylum to these
witnesses to mankind’s history and so have several museums
in the United States. Money 1s involved, there is an outside
chance that the Taliban may be interested, but, for the
moment, lunacy reigns. The Taliban doesn’t give a damn for
Indian money or Indian sentiment, they know India is
actively backing Ahmed Shah Masood via Tajikistan.

The real problem is that the Taliban cannot be stopped,
because even those who back it may awt go to the extent of
withdrawing support just because a few pieces of stone have
been blown up. There is even understanding. The Pakistani
ambassador to the UN defended, if not the action, then the
motives behind it, when he said, “When people are ostracised,
isolated, politically, economically, socially and culturally, do
you expect them not to act in a desperate manner?” The point
is taken. Question is: is that the world’s problem? Should the
international community bend its knees and recognise a
crude, atavistic regime just because it is threatening to go
mad? What kind of precedent will that set for other such
madmen elsewhere? Possibilities are that the degree of
international ostracism will increase if and when the Taliban
execute this piece of folly and this, in turn, will reinforce the
logic of mad extremism in whose grip the Taliban now is.

For India, this unfortunate development has some positive
consequences, because the jehadi campaign in Kashmir and

the Taliban conquest of Afghanistan, derive from the same
mother lode of radical Islam nurtured in the seminaries of
Pakistan. One message is that this is what we are dealing
with in Kashmir. This is true — see the attacks on the Sikhs
in Jammu and in Srinagar. It is the same intent at work —
radical Islamisation. India will also be hoping that Pakistan
takes some of the international blame for supporting such a
regime and, thereby, loses some more of its manoeuvrin
space over Kashmir, especially when Pakistan itself
begun suffering the from the capillary effects of the jeha
supports in Afghanistan and Kashmir.

The tedl pity is that the Afghans are going to w,

" evenjually from the Taliban nightmare to find thei
turfied into a desert. It will take years to recover.

THE STATESMAN
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{ T aliban blasts two relics as
" Buddha purge co
AN} ~

"
N Kabul
4 MARCH
LIBAN SOLDIERS blast-
ed two towering anciejt
statues of Buddha with an

aircraft weapons, according to the
account of the first eyewitness on
Sunday. Other statues throughout
the country were being demol-
ished with rockets, tanks and
explosives, ridding the nation of
reminders of its pre-Islamic past.
Residents of central Bamiyan,
said Taliban soldiers began
attacking the two third and fifth
centuries statues of Buddha hewn
from a cliff at least three days

earlier.
“] could see the Taliban sol-

at the two statues. That was three
days ago,” said Safdar Ali, a resi-
dent. The Taliban have ignored
pleas from an outraged world to
stop the destruction of the ancient
relics from their pre-Islamic past.

“We are not against culture,
but we don’t believe in these
things. They are against Islam,”
the Taliban’s foreign minister

diers firing anti-aircraft weapons.

THE FIRE WITHIN: A Buddhist monk beats up an effigy

THE POWER TO FORGIVE

Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil said in
a telephonic interview from
southern Kandahar — the head-
quarters of the Taliban.

Later on Sunday, Muttawakil

symbolising the Taliban in Mumbai on Saturday. — AP

ntinues

was to meet Pierre Lafrance, a
special UNESCO envoy sent from
Paris to try to negotiate with the
Taliban and register the world’s
outrage at the destruction.
Lafrance met with the Taliban’s
ambassador to Pakistan, Abdul
Salam Zaeef on Saturday, who
said the destruction bad not
begun.

On Saturday, Quatradullah
Jamal, the Taliban’s information
and culture minister, told that
troops had destroyed two-thirds
of all the statues in Afghanistan
as well as large parts of the iwo
giant statues of Buddha. “His
information is accurate informa-
tion,” said Muttawakil.

By tomorrow — exactly one
week after the Taliban’s reclusive
leader, Mullah Mohammed
Omar, ordered all statues to be
destroyed — the task will be com-
plete, Jamal said.

The two Buddhas, 52.5 and
36 meters tall, were damaged in
fighting. Witnesses who have
climbed atop of the Buddha
statues say that Russian sol-
diers had carved their names
on the statues following the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
in 1979.

Caves at the foot of the stat- -
ues had become home to fami-
lies of refugees and a place for
soldiers to stash their weapons.
The destruction of statues
began after Omar ruled that
they were idolatrous and
against the tenets of Islam.
Others argue that Islam does
not ban images, only their wor-
shipping. .

Muttawakil rejected offers
from several countries as well
as the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York. “Why should
we give them to anyone? They
are against our beliefs. We have
museums here and we will keep
our cultural and historical arte-
facts there,” he said.

— AP

The Leuauiitic Time.
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Y eHANISTAN
g FGHANISTAN’S ANCIENT Buddha

N9 kabut

statues located in central Bamiyan

province came under a barrage of rock-
et and tank fire from the ruling Taliban militia
on Priday. The world watched in horror.

Taliban and Opposition officials said the
militia were attacking the two giant stone
Buddhas, estimated to have been built between
the second and fifth centuries AD, with rock-
ets, tanks and even automatic rifles.

“They have started attacking the Buddbas
with guns and tank shells — with whatever
arms they are carrying,” a militia source said,
declining to be named. “People are firing at
them out of their own sentiments.”

Fanatical Teliban soldiers, on Thursday,
started destroying all the statues throughout
the country in compliance with a decree issued
on Monday by supreme leader Mulla
Mohammad Omar.

Onar said the decision was in line with a
fatwa from local Islamic clerics designed to
prevent the worship of “false idols.”

The militia had started accumulating explo-
sives around the two Buddhas, a report said
earlier on Friday, but it now appears that local
commanders are taking matters into their own
heands. Explosives had been brought to

Bamiyan from surr areas, the scene of
heavy fighting recently, the Afghan Islamic
press reported

Minister for information and culture
Qudratullah Jamal, on Thursday, said historic
statues in the Kabul ynuseum and elsewhere in
the provinces of i, Herat, Jalalabad and
Kandahar werg/also being destroyed.
of protest from the international

T ALL BELIEFS

community has failed to stop the militia from ;

destroying the Bamiyan Buddhas.

Carved out

barrage of rocket,

from a sandstone mountain :
near the proyincial capital, the taller figure is
ding Buddha in the world.

¥ the world,” Konchiro Matsuura
i agency’s Paris headquarters.

= aaa a o LD LIV

_ Buddhas of Bamiyan face
tank fire

UN warns Taliban
against demolition

United Nations
2 MARCH
THE CHIEF of the United Nations (UN) polit-
icalwinginAfghanistanhaswamedthe
Taliban against carrying out demolition of
ancient Buddba statues, saying it would pro-
voke international outrage.

UN special mission to Afghanistan chief,
Francesc Vendrell, discussed the Taliban’s
edict calling for the destruction of all pre-
Islamic statues and shrines with the militia’s
foreign minister ~ Wakil Mohammad
Muttawakil.

“Yoicing UN secretary general Kofi
Annan’s strong concern about the edict,
Vendrell asked the Taliban not to carry it out
and warned that if implemented, it would pro-
voke global outrage,” 8 UN spokesmen said.

“But he (Vendrell) did not get any positive
response,” the spokestnan ad

Vendrell said he did not receive assurances
from the Taliban officials on the edict.

Unesco director general expressed shock
at the announcement that the destruction of
statues had begun in Afghanistan, despite vari-
ous initiatives undertaken since Monday to
convince the Taliban to reverse their decision.

“They are destroying statues that the world

. considers masterpieces and this is being done

in te name of an interpretation of the Muslim
%h that is not recognised anywhere else in

said at
P11

% N

The Econofiic

-
-

(’l

§ MAR 2003

.

o



L

-

Taliban refuses

to relent, blasts

Buddha head

Kabul, March 3 H/‘/\ A w

MOST OF the ancient Buddl&ist
relics, including the head dnd
legs of two soaring Buddha stat-
ues in Central Afghanistan, have
been destroyed; despite interna-
tional pleas to save the priceless
treasures, a Taliban official said
today.

What hasn’t been destroyed
will be destroyed tomorrow and
on Monday, the Taliban’s Infor-
mation Minister Quadratullah
Jamal told journalists here.
“Two-thirds of .all the statues in
Afghanistan have already been
destroyed, the remaining will be
destroyed in the next two days.”

“The head and legs of Buddha
statues in Bamiyan were
destroyed yesterday” he. con-
firmed. “Our soldiers are work-
ing hard to demolish their
remaining parts. “They will
come down soon. We are using
everything at our disposal to
destroy them.” The two Buddhas,
52.5 and 36 meters tall, are hewn
from the side of a mountain in
Bamiyan - located roughly 130
km north-west of the Afghan
capital. The tallest statue is
thought 1o be the world’s tallest
of a Buddha standing rather
than sitting. The Taliban troops
used heavy explosives and rock-
ets to destroy the statues carved
in the third and fifth centuries,
relics of Afghanistan’s pre-
Islamic past. Both the statues
were already damaged by
artillery fire during Afghan-
istan’s protracted civil war.

Jamal did not have details
about which statue was targeted
first and whether the heads of
both statues had been removed
or of only one.

Annan move: UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan today asked
the Taliban to accept an offer by

New York’? l(/ztropolitan Muse-

um of Art to house the statues
destined for destruction, a
spokesman said today. “The Sec-
retary-General received a call
from the museum director
Phillipe de Montebello, who
made an offer to field a team to
remove at all cost all moveable
sculptures from Afghanistan,” a
UN spokesman said. The New
York museum expressed its
readiness to save the cultural
relics yesterday. The UN has con-
veyed the offer to the Taliban,
but is yet to receive a feedback. -}
US reprimand: The US State |
Department, hitting out at the.J
Taliban, said the militia was
using drug money to finance
weapon purchases and military
operations. In its annual interna-
tional narcotics control strategy
report, the State Department
said Afghanistan continued to be
the largest opium producer,
accounting 72 per cent of the
world’s illicit opium supply
despite severe drought in most
parts of that country. Qatar, as
current president of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Conference
(OIC), today urged the Taliban to
abandon its campaign to destroy
the pre-Islamic statues.

France reaction: French Cul-
ture Minister Catherine Tasca
today called for the Taliban’s for-
eign allies to “make their voicay,
heard” and help prevent the milj«:
tia’s destruction of ancient Bud-*
dhist statues.

“I hope that, very quickly, he '
countries that support the cur-

rent Government in Afghanistan
make their voice heard to pre-
vent the irreparable,” Tasca said.
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers
are only recoghised by Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.
Related reports on Pages 8, 11
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Taliban destroy

} week after

nN
ASSOCIATED PRESS ‘:&“o“

KABUL, March 3. - The
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
have destroved most of the

ancient relics from their
nation’s pre-Islamic past,
including parts of two

towering Buddha statues, in
less than a week, Taliban
officials said today.

By Monday — exactly one
the Taliban’s
reclusive leader, Mullah
Mohammed Omar, issued the

| destroy order of all statues -

the task will be complete,

information minister Mr

Quatradullah Jamal said.
“Two-thirds of all the

. statues in Afghanistan have

already been destroyed, the
remaining will be destroyed

| in the next two days,” he said.

Using explosives, rockets

" and heavy artillery Taliban

soldiers blasted away at the
two ancient statues of

! Buddha hewn from a cliff face

in central Bamiyan.
“The head and legs of the

' Buddha statues in Bamiyan

were destroyed yesterday,” he
said. “Our soldiers are
working hard to demolish

‘ their remaining parts. They

_using

will come down soon. We are
everything at our

| disposal to destroy them.”

The two Buddhas statues,

uddha statues

175 ft and 120 ft tall, were
damaged during early rounds
of fighting. People who have
climbed to the top of the
statues said Russian soldiers,
who invaded Afghanistan
during the 1980s, carved
their names in the statues.

Caves at the foot of the
statues had become home to
families of refugees and the
soldiers stashed their wea-
pons in these caves.

The tallest statue is
thought to be the world’s
tallest of a Buddha standing
rather than sitting.

The destruction of statues
began after Omar ruled that
they were idolatrous and
against the tenets of Islam.

A special Unesco repres-
entative met with the
Taliban’s ambassador to neig-
hbouring Pakistan Saturday
to register the world’s
outrage.

Mr Pierre Lafrance said the
destruction of the statues will
only worsen the Taliban’s
already troubled relations
with the world community.

But the Taliban’s
ambassador Mr Abdul Salam
Zaecef said there was no
reversing the order.

“I's a decree by ulema
(clerics) and the government
can’t stop its implementa-
tion,” Mr Zaeef said. The

iBan Islamic militia,
which rules 95 per cent of
Afghanistan, including Kab-
dheres to a strict brand of
Islakic law. Their interpreta-
tion 'has been questioned by
Islamic scholars in other
Muslim countries and Islamic
institutions.

But the Taliban have been
unmoved by international
appeals to save the statues,
appeals from fellow Muslim
nations, including their closes
ally Pakistan.

The Taliban said there is no
place for statues in an Islamic
country.

An estimated 6,000 statues
were housed in the Kabul
Museum. It’'s believed most
have been destroyed, altho-
ugh the Taliban have refused
to allow anyone inside the
war-ravaged building.

Two armed Taliban guards
keep watch outside the
building. Previously Jamal
said the Taliban would put |
the ruins on display.

“Words fail me to describe
adequately my feelings of
consternation and powerless-
ness as I see the reports of the
irreversible damage that is
being done to Afghanistan’s
exceptional cultural heritag-
e,” Mr Koichiro Matsuura,
director-general of the Unesco
said yesterday.

THE STATESH-
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KABUL, MARCH 3. Most of the an-
cient Buddhist relics. including
the head and legs of two soaring
statues of the Buddha in central
Afghanistan, have been de-
stroyed, despite international
pleas to save them, a Taliban offi-
cial said today.

“What hasn’t been destroyed
will be destroyed tomorrow and
on Monday,” the Information
Minister, Mr. Quadratullah Jamal,
said, ‘two-thirds of all the statues
in Afghanistan have already been
destroyed, the remaining will be
destroyed in the next two days...”

“The head and legs of Buddha
statues in Bamiyan were de-
stroyed yesterday... Our soldiers
are working hard to demolish
their remaining parts. They will
come down soon. We are using
everything at our disposal to de-
stroy them.”

The two Buddhas, 52.5 and 36
metres tall, are hewn from the
side of a mountain in Bamiyan —

- located roughly 130 km northwest

of Kabul. The tallest statue is con-
sidered the world’s tallest of a
Buddha standing rather than sit-
ting. The Taliban troops used
heavy explosives and rockets to
destroy the two statues which
were already damaged by artillery
fire during Afghanistan’s pro-
tracted civil War.

Mr. Jamal said he was in con-
tact with troops in Bamiyan and
the destruction was being carried
out in keeping with the fatwa of
the Taliban's reclusive supreme
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar.

Several wonden and clay
“idols” had also been demolished
at historic sites in Herat, Ghazni,
Kabul and Jalalabad since the
start of destruction on Thursday.
“They were easy to break apart
and did not take much time.”

Qatar’s plea

Qatar, current head of the

National Museum of Afgh

spree ¢

\

ion

world's lﬂr ¢st Muslim body, Or-
ganisation pf Islamic Countries,
appealed t¢ the Taliban to stop
destroying ancient statues that
they deemed un-Islamic, the offi-
cial news agency QNA reported.

“Qatar believes that these an-
cient monuments, regardless of
their nature, belong 1o a common
human heritage which must be
protected, and appeals to (Mus-
lim) brothers in Afghanistan to re-
consider their decision,” a Qatari
Foreign Ministry official told
ONA.

Dalai Lama ‘shocked’

The Tibetan spiritual leader,
Dalai Lama, has expressed deep

=
051 inues
s oc;;)and concern over the de-

struction of the statues.

In a statement in Dharamshala
today, the Dalai Lama said, “l am
deeply concerned about the dem-
olition of statues in Afghanistan at
a time when there is close under-
standing and better harmony
among different religious tradi-
tions of the world. It is unfortu-
nate that these objects of worship
are targets of destruction”.

The Kasag (cabinet) of the Tibe-
tan government-in-exile also ex-
pressed concern. — UNI, AP,
Reuters

Widespread protests: Page 8

<
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UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE GﬁN: A Taliban militis man sits near a ‘
Buddha statue in Banilyan, 150 km west of Kabul. The
photograph was taken in November 1897. — AP/PTI

India offers to
- bring relics

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Parliament decries vandalism

Taliban troops
prepare to
destroy
Buddha statues

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW DE\.,HI, March 2. - Parliament today sought immediate in-
tervention of the international community to halt the “senseless”
destruction of Buddhist relics by the Taliban even as India of-
fered to bring the artefacts and preserve them as treasures of the
Afghan people.

Strongly condemning the “barbaric and anti-civilisational in-
tent of the Taliban,” Parliament unanimously adopted resolu-
tions seeking intervention of the world community, especially the
United Nations, to prevail upon the Taliban regime to desist
from this “senseless, destructive act.”

The Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, has written to
leaders of 14 countries, urging them to speak against the Taliba-
n’s reported plan to destroy the ancient Bamiyan Buddhas.

Mr Vajpayee has written to the leaders of Japan, South Korea,
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia,
Myanmar, the USA, Britain, France, Russia and China as well as
the UN Secretary-general, Mr Kofi Annan.

The resolutions ~ moved by the external affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, in the Rajya Sabha and the Speaker, Mr GMC
Balayogi, in the Lok Sabha - denounced in the “strongest possi-
ble terms” the acts of religious fundamentalism and cultural van-
dalism of the Taliban in destroying the artefacts in Kabul, Gaz-
ni, Herat and Kandahar. '

If the Taliban did not want to retain this inheritance, Mr Singh
said India would be happy to bring the relics and preserve them.
“..We would like to convey that destruction of these precious
manifestations of the cultural heritage of humankind should
stop,” Mr Singh said. Amid shouts of “shame, shame” in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Mr Singh conveyed the members the information
available with the government on Taliban's decision to destroy
some priceless relics in museums and elsewhere on the diktat of
their leader, Mulla Mohammad Omar.

Mr Vajpayee called it a “disquieting development” and added
that the reported decree “represents a further obscurantist re-
gression — an assault on centuries of Afghan tradition and upon
an irreplaceable civilisational inheritance of all mankind.”

The resolution said: “They (Taliban) have moved tanks and guns
to destroy one of the greatest examples of human creativity. This
intent of destroying the 2000-year-old statues of Buddha and
Buddhist shrines in Bamiyan would constitute an appalling act
of cultural vandalism.”

Mr Singh said it was tragic that this act of vandalism was be-
ing pursued despite a global outery against it. “This regression
into medieval barbarism is precisely what India, amongst many
other countries, has been cautioning the world for so long.”

THE STATESMA
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ISLAMABAD, March 2. -
Taliban troops assembled
explosives today to demolish
two ancient statues of Buddha
as the UN cultural agency sent
an envoy to try and dissuade
the ruling Islamic militia,
which plans to destroy every
statue in Afghanistan.

The two Buddhas, 52.5 and
36 metres tall, are hewn out of
the side of a mountain in
Bamiyan and heavy explosives
would be needed to destroy
them. Afghanistan’s hard-line
leaders have deemed them and
all other statues in the country
idolatrous. “The Buddhas in
Bamiyan were not touched
today, but preparations are
being made,” said Mr Abdul
Salam Zaeef, the Taliban’s
ambassador to Pakistan.

The Taliban’s closest ally -
Pakistan - pleaded with the
Islamic militia tospare the
statues.

“The government of Pakistan
joins all nations in appealing to
the Taliban government to
reconsider and rescind the
reported decision regarding
the statues of Lord Buddha,”
the foreign minister, Mr Abdul
Sattar, said in a statement.

“Respect for other religions
and for their beliefs is enjoined
upon Muslims,” he said.

A day after the Taliban
announced they had ordered
soldiers to begin purging the
country of all statues, Unesco
sent a  special envoy.
to negotiate with Taliban

leaders. /
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Expertswcond(;mn Taliban’s move to raze Buddhist relics

Shriram Vemeka

By Rekha Dixit ’(,‘Z—‘\‘/t

MUMBALI: Heritage experts and
Islamic leaders in the city have
raised their voice in unison against
the Taliban’s campaign to destroy
ancient Buddhist sculptures in
Afghanistan. The Taliban, on Thurs-
day began demolishing non-Islamic
sculptures, terming them ‘“false
gOdSA“ g ,\, )

Condemning the destruction of
world heritage sites, they pointed
out that if every dominant faith in a
country began razing sculptures
and structures of other faiths, there
would be no ancient relics left on

one would one day want tp demol-
ish the pyramids of Egypy, or just
any other structure,” saiq Ishaq
Jamkhanwala, president of the An-
juman-i-Islam trust. “The Taltban is
living in the Dark Ages and has not
understood the teachings of Islam,
Jeave alone learning to respect the
religious sentiments of others.”

Islamic scholar Rafiq Zakaria
told this newspaper that the Tal-
iban- sponsored desecration was a
very serious issue as it went against
the basic tenets of Islam. “The Holy
Quran is very specific on this sub-
iect. It clearly denounces the dese-
cration of sacred sites of other reli-
gions, pointing out that such intol-
erance could be targeted at the
Muslims too. These fanatics in
Afghanistan are bringing disgrace
to the Islamic faith.”

He said India should take firm
action to prevent the demolitions
trom escalating by joining forces
with the United Nations. “We have
1o strike at the root of the trouble,
which is Pakistan. Pakistan is after
all, both the instigator as well as the
protector of the Taliban,” Mr Za-
karia said.

Director of the Prince of Wales
museum Kalpana Desai noted that
the cultural heritage of a country
was not necessarily in tune with the

faith practised
by the majority
of people. “An-
cient relics
must be pre-
served for the
sake of art
alone and not
because they
are shrines of a
particular
faith.”

Ms  Desai
pointed  out
that most of the §
sculptures be-
ing targeted in
Afghanistan
were from the
Gandhara pern
od, dating back 3}
to the second ¥
and third cen-
turies AD.
“They are a fu- |
sion of the |
Graeco-Ro- §
man style with
the Indian style
that developed
after cultural
interactions be-
tween the two
civilisations,”
she said.
Among  the
statutes are two
towering  50-
metre high
sculptures  of
Buddha, be-
lieved to be the

BJP activists burn an effigy

"%

¢

ing the Taliban at Churchgate in Mumbai on Friday to
protest against the destruction of the 2,000-year-old Buddhist statues in Afghanistan.

tallest statues’
of the standing Buddha.

Heritage activist Cyrus Guzder
denounced the Taliban move as a
“tragic one which cannot be con-
doned”. He said, “The ancient
works of art are not the property of
Afghanistan alone, but are part of
the world’s cultural heritage. Many
countries can trace their culture to
these relics and to destroy them un-

Aar cmmn fnnntianl feanae ic ANtra-

geous.”

Kekoo Gandhi, owner of an art
gallery, felt that the immediate step
for India should be to join forces
with the United Nations and halt
the destruction.

“On a long term basis, it is im-
portant to fight the increasing fa-
naticism the Gandhian way. By
strong reactions, we will only be
playing into the hands of these fa-

natics.”

General secretary of the Ulema
council Maulana Zahir Abbas said,
“The Quran, on the topic of reli-
gious tolerance clearly says, *You
follow your religion, we will follow
ours.’ Allah himself has said that no
one can be made to accept some-
thing forcibly. How then, can the +1
Taliban use such force. Iti/sz(
sol* +oly ur-fsfam' "

MHE TIMES OF INDIA
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Aandafism, says
W62 VRussia oy,

By Vladimir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, MARCH 1. Russia addedy
voice to the international out¢
over the destruction of historic
statues in Afghanistan. The Rus
sian Foreign Ministry expressed
“drave concern’’ over the Taliban's
grders to destroy all non-Islamic
J/religious and cultural monuments
and denounced them as “vandal-

ism”. (} ~

“These plans cannigt but be re-
garded as an encroachment on the
cultural and historical wealth be-
longing not only to the people of
Afghanistan, but to global civilisa-
tion,” the statement said. Moscow
used the occasion to highlight the
barbarous nature of the Taliban
regime, to which it is opposed. The
vandalism against the material
evidence of the rich cultural heri- |
tage of ancient Afghanistan dem- |
onstrates  their  undisguised -
hostility towards mankind’s uni-
versal values, the Russian Foreign
Ministry said, adding that the Tali-
ban’s ideology was hostile to the
humanistic philosophy of the Is-
lamic religion.

Moscow called on the world
community to take every possible
step to save the monuments as
their destruction would “do irrep-
arable harm to all mankind”.

“We do hope that the Taliban
will heed the appeals by the U.N.
Secretary-General, the UNESCO
leadership, many states and the
world to recall the adious decree,”
the Russian Foreign Ministry said.

THE Mpipy
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ISLAMABAD, MARCH 1. The Pakistan
Government’s appeal to the Tali-
ban regime not to act on the de-
cree of its supremo, Mullah Omar,
ordering destruction of all statu-
es, including those of the Buddha
in Bamiyan, is a classic case of too
little and too late.

Under intense pressure from
the international community to
prevail upon the Taliban regime
to stap destruction of the price-
less historical monuments, Pakis-
tan appealed to the Afghan
Government to preserve histori-
cal artefacts almost 48 hours after
the decree from Mullah Omar.

By the time the appeal was
made public, it was perhaps too
late. Reports by international
news agencies quoting Taliban
authorities suggested that the de-
struction of the monuments had
already started and that the Tali-
ban was in no mood to heed to
appeals from the rest of the world.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
was perhaps compelled to make
an appeal to the Taliban regime
as the diplomatic missions of
countries around the world urged
it to use its good offices to per-
suade the Taliban to spare the

i monuments. :

The Sri Lankan mission appears
to have taken the lead. The Sri
Lankan High Commissioner, Gen.
(yetd.) Sirilal Weerasurya, actually
‘eemed it necessary to call a
:eeting of envoys of some coun-

A file photo of a Taliban official standing beside a Buddha statue

at the National Museum of Afghanistan in Kabul. — AP

tries 1o mobilise international

opinion.

At the meeting, attended by en-
voys of some SAARC countries in-
cluding India, he gave details of
the efforts made by Sri Lanka,
through Pakistan and directly, to
stop destruction of the artefacts.

The Sri Lankan High Commis-
sioner told the envoys that the Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister, Mr.

Lakshman Kadirgamar, who was
in Abu Dhabi when the news
broke, took up the matter with the
Governments of Pakistan, the
UAE and Saudi Arabia. Inciden-
tally, only these three countries
recognise the Taliban regime.

When the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, re-
portedly expressed helplessness,
the Sri Lankan mission took up

2 Pak. reaction too little, too late .

the matter with the Taliban mis-
sion here. An ofticial of the Sri
Lankan mission visited the Tali-
ban embassy and expressed con-
cern over the edict in his meeting
with the Taliban Ambassador.

The Taliban Ambassador re-
portedly told the Sri Lankan offi-
cial that Afghan authorities would
go ahead with their move. The Ta-
liban envoy reportedly wondered
as to why there was such hue and
cry over “stone figures” when
there was no compassion for the
people who were dying, The Japa-
nese Embassy here also appears
to have made a vain attempt to
persuade the Taliban.

The troika of the European |
Union that recently sent a dele- |
gation for an assessment of the
ground situation in Afghanistan is
also reportedly upset. The diplo- .
matic comununity here has been !
given to understand that the EU
would take a common position on !
the subject.

In its appeal to the Taliban re-
gime, Pakistan said it shared the
concern of the international com-
munity and supported the preser- |
vation of the world's historical, !
cultural and religious heritage.

Appealing to the Afghan Gov-
ernment to take measures to pro-
tect the monuments, Pakistan
said, “We hope the Afghan Gov-
ernment will show the spirit of
tolerance enjoined upon by Islam
as well as respect for intema}ioﬂ' !
sentiment in this regard/ !

WHE KHINCU
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‘India protests assault on

heritage

“absolute outrage” the move for destruction o
all statues, including the Bamiyan Buddhas, in
Afghanistan following a decree by the Taliban
militia.

“I¢ is an absolute outrage,” an External Affairs
Ministry spokesman told presspersons. “The
Taliban is persisting with their obscurantist and
medieval programme in destroying valuable
cdltural, historical and archaeological artefacts.”

They were also not paying heed to
admonitions and appeals from the international
community.

Condemning the decree, New Delhi said it was
an “assault” on the common heritage of
humankind. The decree once again profiled the
militia's “narrow and obscurantist ideologies”,
the Ministry said in a statement.

“We condemn this edict and call upon the
Taliban to ensure that the Bamiyan Buddhas
and other relics are fully protected.”

The statement recalled earlier decrees such as
the one in 1998 which required that Afghan
nationals who professed the Hindu faith wear a
distinctive piece of clothing or put a distinctive
mark on their bodies so that they could be easily
distinguished.

Echo in LS
Members of the Lok Sabha also condemned
the decree, ;1?1 as the Government assured

them that ig#fould do everything possible to
elicit int;rﬁational support to stop the action.

monuments:"

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1. India today termed as a:l \ .:Z

Raising the issue during zero hour, the BJP
member, Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra, said a
strong message should be sent that such an
action was “unwarranted” and should be
shelved.

b bt

Supporting him, th CPI(M) member, Mr.
Suresh Kurup, said the Taliban regime’s decision
had hurt the sentiments of people in different
countries, especially those who were followers of
the Buddha. India should take the initiative to
prevent the regime from going ahead with the
move.

Sharing the members' anxiety, the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Mr. Pramod
Mabhajan, said the Government was equally
concerned and assured them that it would raise
the issue at international fora, including the
United Nations.

The Congress member, Mr. Ramesh
Chennitala, said India must take up the matter
with Afghanistan.

The Buddhist Monuments Development
Council (BMDC) also stammed the Taliban
decree, saying it would be “the most heinous
crime in the history of the world”.

The BMDC chairman, Dr. Arvind Alok, called
upon the international community to exert
pressure on the Taliban as its act “will not only
hurt religious sentiments of millions of
Buddhists the world over but alsg create
disharmony among the peopleof different
faiths”. — PTI, UNI
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alii)an orders all
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Islamabad, February 27 Mo

AFGHANISTAN'S TALIBAN
rulers yesterday extended their
hardline vision of Islamic law by
ordering the destruction of all
statues, including the world’s
tallest standing Buddha.

The edict came directly from
Mullah Mohammad Omar, the
Islamic militia’s leader, a recluse
who has rarely left his home in
Kandahar. “Based on the verdict
of the clergymen and the deci-
sion of the supreme court of the
Islamic emirate all the statues
around Afghanistan must be
destroyed,” he ordered.

“Because God is one God and
these statues are there to be wor-
shipped and that is wrong. They
should be destroyed so that they
are not worshipped now or in the
future.”

Officials from the Ministry for
the Prevention of Vice and the
Promotion of Virtue will be sent
out to destroy the statues.

Mullah Omar's order, the lat-
est in a long line of anti-cultural
and  misogynistic decrees,
appeared to be a stark response
to a visit by western diplomats
who travelled to Kabul after
reports that ancient statues in
the capital’s museum were being

destroyed. The%i{iﬂlomats met the
Taliban’s information and cul-
ture minister yesterday but were
not allowed into the museum.

More than a dozen pre-Istamic
artefacts in the museum have
been damaged in recent months
by zealous Taliban soldiers. Most
of the building’s finest treasures
were looted in fighting which fol-
lowed the decade-long Soviet
occupation,

QOver the past 20 years many\of
Afghanistan’s richest archaed"
logical finds have been smuggled
across the border to Peshawar.,
Pakistan, and sold to private col- |
lectors. Qthers have been -
destroyed by artillery and rocket
fire. In the past Mullah Omar has |
ordered non-Islamic artefacts to
be protected, although to little
effect.  Afghanistan’s finest |
archaeological site is  in |
Bamiyan, 90 miles west of Kabul, |
where the world’s tallest stand- |
ing Buddha is 53 metres high, |
carved out of a sandstone cliff-
face. Nearby stands another Bud- |
dha 37 metres (120ft) high. ;1

Although the sculptures, |
carved in the 2nd century AD, !
withstood Genghis Khan's inva-
sion, the land was mined during
the Soviet occupation,

The Guardiar
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Karachl, Feb. 26 (Réﬁfrs): Pak-
. istan said today Islamic groups
fighting in Kashmir have agreed
to stop the public display of
weapons and talks were under-
way on how to regulate the col-
lection of funds for the holy war.
Interidr Miinister Moinuddin
Haider, at the centre of a storm
since saying this month that the
governmeént might ban collec-
tions for jikad, said he had held
nine ho f'talks with Islamic
groups on the issues.
“Therqmm two portions of
my direct} 3, one was to stop
the displs weapons. Don’t
you think'ﬁlejthadt parties have
accepted this principle?” Haider
told a news conference. “All
have accepted it, they said ‘yes
we will not display weapons’.”
Haider said he told militant
organisations that they should
not collect funds in an offensive
manner, showing pictures of
rockets and weapons for the
“There is a humanitarian as-
pect to the Kashmir issue as well,
thousands of Kashmiri civilians

are pouring into Pakistan crying
for help,” the minister said.

Haider said the government
will hold fresh talks with the
Muslim groups to resolve the
issue after progress in recent
talks.

“We got up with good feelings
that the rule of law will be estab-
lished...We are preparing a code
of conduct and plan to hold fresh
talks with them (Islamic mili-
tants),” he said.

Haider said the government
has also launched a crackdown
on banners and hoardings ille-
gally pasted on public and pri-
vate properties by Islamic and
political groups.

“Blackening walls of the
whole country is not acceptable
in a civilised society,” he said,
adding that the community
should also play a role in stop-
ping the menace.

“There should be a role for
the community in this. Some-
body has to stand up and say why
you are forcing me to give chari-
ty,” he said.

Haider said the government

THE 7
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/i’ak check on militants”
eapons display

has also gone after hard-core sec-
tarian organisaﬁons who areal-' .’
legedly involved in the recent -'
Kkilling of Shiite and Sunni Mus—

lims in Pakistan. -

Over 100 militants have been
arrested from the Pundab '
province and several arrests’
have also taken place in Karachl
he said.

“We don’t want to take action
against one faction, but have
asked the administration to go
ahead and arrest those who are
involved in sectarian klllings
Haider said.

Nearly two dozen Sunni and’
Shiite Muslims have been killed
in tit-for-tat shootings in the past'
two months in a fresh wave of re:
ligious killings stemming from
differences over mterpretation“
of Islamic beliefs. =

Haider said the government v
also has taken precautions be-*""
fore executing a Sunni militant*
convicted of murdering an Iran:- _
ian diplomat in the early 1990s
The death sentence wi
ried out in Punjab
Wednesday.

f

vince o 1"
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ZAHID HUSSAIN

BU Ukrema, a young

warrior, has just re-

turned home after suc-

ssfully carryingouta

‘daring attack’ on an Indian army

post in Kapwara district. An ac-

tivist of the Lashkar-i-Taiba, he

received a bullet wound during

the encounter with Indian forces

which lasted several hours and

left many Indian soldiers dead.

His thin frame, gentle eyes and

polite manners, however, do not

give even fhig glightest indication
of his being aguerrilla fighter.

A school dropout, the bearded
25-year-okd ‘Fidayee,” who oper-
ated inside Kashmir under the
nom de:
for monflls, comes from a
working gigss famjly of Lahore.
His other three brothers, who

R ip a local fac-

hisleg. “It is my g1
martyr,” hesays. w -
Abu Ukrema is among the
thousands of young “holy war-
riors” who have been involved in
the guerrilla war in Kashmir. The
concept of jihad, which was revived
in the 1980s during the Afghan re-
sistance war against the Soviet oc-
cupation, sees its continuation in
Kashmir, Chechnya, Bosnia and
the Middle East. )
Afghanistan provided an in-
spiration to a whole generation
of Islamic radicals who see it
their religious duty to fight
against oppression of Muslims

anywhere in the world. Thou-

sands of Pakistanis have joined
the independence struggle in
Kashmir which they believe is the
first Stage towards their ultimate
goal of achieving domination of
Islam over other civilisations.
“We believe in the clash of civil-
isations and our jihad will continue

rre of Abu Ukrema

until Islam becomés the dominant
_ religion,” declares Hafiz Mo-

hammed Saeed, the chief of
Lashkar-i-Thiba, the most militant

of the Muslim guerrilla outfits’

fighting in Kashmir. The organisa-
tion which has its Headquarters at

Markaz-e-Dawa-ul-Irshad, in-

Muridke neaz Lahore, has pro-
duced a large number of highly
motivated Islamic fighters who
have given a new dimeénsion to the
guerrilla war in Kashmir. Its cadres
prefer to die in an encounter
rather than be arrested by Indian
security forces.

The group, which believes in a
Taliban-like orthodox Islam, dtaws

its recruits largely from the univer-

sities, cofleges and from among the
unemployed urban youth. Islamic
madrassas provide only 10 per cent
of the volunteers. “Those coming
from the uiversities and colleges
are much more motivated and
conscious of what they are doing,”
says Naveed Qamar, a Lashkar ac-
tivist and a graduate of the Lahore
University of Engineering. There
are, however, some others like
Ukrema who come from a work-
ing class background.

Scores of young men, many of
them still in their teens, are taken
to the camps for military training
from various centres across the

e

?l?) Y 9
couhtry every week. The mdjdrity
are from Punjab and the N
‘West Frontier Province, butalarge
number of them also come from
Sindh, specially Karachi. Many of
those who want to join the jibad
come from rich families.

Sohail (an alias), an 18-year-old
college student, driving his own
car, arrived in the Lashkar office in
Islamabad earlier this month to
sign up for training. Apparently, a
student at an English-medium in-
stitution, he could hardly speak
Urdu.

He was told to come to the of-

fice on any Saturday evening tobe
taken to the camp. The training in
various camps in Azad Kashmir
and in the North West Frontier are
conducted in two stages, At the ini-
tial level a volunteer is given basic
weapons training for three weeks.
The second stage of rigorous guer-
rilla training is restricted only to
those who are fully committed to
jihad and are practicing Muslims.
There are thousands of trained
guerrillas in the country who are
anxiously waiting for their turn to
sneak into Kashmir. But not every-
one is lucky enough. “I pray to Al-
lah that my turn (to go to Kashmir):
comes soon,” says Abu Mo-
hammed, a vahinteer of a guerrilla
organisation, in Muzaffarabad. “1
have only one dream — to be a
martyr.”
The Lashkar, which faces the
threat of being declared a terrorist
organisation by the US administra-
tion, was responsible for last
month’s attack on Delhi’s Red
Fort.

“The action indicates that we
have extended the jihad to India,”
said Hafiz Saeed, an Afghan war
veteran and a former university
professor. His group’s recent ‘Fi-
dayee’ raids on Indian forces has
brought about an unprecedented
ferocity to the Kashmir ‘jihad.’

“The Fidayeen is one who must
complete his mission even in the
worst circumstances,” says Abdul-
lah Muntazir, a Lashkar
spokesman. However, he said,
they are totally different from sui-
cide bombers who blow them-
selves up. “We consider suicide at-
tacks unislamic. Many Fidayeen
come back alive after completing
their mission,” said Muntazir.

_ Abu Ukrema may, be one of
few Fidayeen who return alive af-
ter successfully completing their
mission. On January 16, six
Lashkar Fidayeen garbed in In-

A[ashkarcampmssd:gbuﬂer

dian police uniforms attacked the
high security Srinagar girport and
fought a fierce gun battle With se-
curity forces before being killed.
Identified by their nom de guerres,

“Abu Salahuddin, Abu Hanzala,

Abu Hubaid, Abu Osama, Abu
Abdullah, Sayyaf and Abu Sadul-
lah, the guerrillaswere all from the
Punjab and in their 20s. They
joined the jihad across the Line of
Control twoyearsago.

More than 5,000 militants,
many of them in their camouflage
‘guerrilla outfits, brandishing auto-
matic wegpons, vowéd to avenge
the deatk of their comrades and
continue the jthad at a ghaibana
namaz-i janaza in Muzaffarabad.
“Tihad, jihad,, they chanted fer-
vently.

“We will force the Indian
troops out of Kashmir...” Hafiz
Saeed told his supporters.

Other militant organisations
like Jaish-i-Mohammed, however,
believe suicide attacks are one of
their most lethal weapons in the
guerrilla war in Kashmir. One of
the newest Islamic militant outfits,
the Jaish is led by Maulana Azhar
Masood. Its cadre are largely
drawn from among the urbgaranc
rural lower middle class.




~Jehad outfité
cannot be

‘stopped from

raising funds’

By B. Muratidhar Reddy \ﬁ
o

SLAMABAD, FEB. 21. The Coffc
ation between the Pakistan-
yased religious and militant out-
its and the military Government
. poised to take an interesting
Jrn with the observation of the
ahore High Court that no one
an stop these outfits from raising
unds for jehad (holy war).

During the hearings on the pet-
tion filed by the Jamaat-e-1slami
1), the court on Tuesday was
juoted as saying “go ahead, no-
sody “can stop you from fund-
-aising.” Tt also urged the Deputy
Attorney General to present the
Government side on the plea.

Though it is an oral observation
and not a verdict, it is a setback
for the Musharraf Government in
its efforts to reigy tremist out-
fits, g

The petition, whidh Says that
the Governiment has fo right un-
der the Constitutionto prevent
religious outfits frdrg  raising
funds for jehad, has drgued that
Pakistan is an Islamid State and
Islam enjoins upon its followers

,to participate in jehad. 1t has
complained about the recent
statements of the Interior Minis-
ter, Lt. Gen. (retd.) Moinuddin
Haider, regarding the Govern-
ment’s resolve to stop religious
srouns from forcibly collecting
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Pakistan bans slic fund
collection for‘ﬁfﬁ&iﬁps

q N\ #/"the daily said.

lslamabad, February 18 move. Lashkar chief Hafiz Saced

PAKISTANI MILITARY rLgime
has directed all provincial govern-
ments to ban public collection of
funds by the jehadi groups and
open display of weapons by their
activists, according to a media
report.

Although there has been no ofti-
cial announcement, The News daily
reported today that the federal gov-
ernment has directed all provincial
governments to enforce its orders
prohibiting the public fund collec-
tions and open display of weapons
by Islamic militant outfits.

“An interior ministry directive
says that there should be no per-
miséion of arms display to anyone”,

The regime has already been fac-
ing criticism from the jehadi
groups, including the Lashkar-e-

Tayyeba and Harkat-ul
Mujahideen, after Interior
Minister Moinuddin  Haider

announced on Tuesday last that
the government was planning to
check the public collection of
funds by Islamic militant outfits.
“No one will be allowed to dis-
play arms whether he belongs to a
jehadi or religious group or force
people to give donations for the

purchase of weapons in the name .

of the jehad", Haider said in
Karachi. The militant outfits have
reportedly decided to form an
alliance to resist the government's

was quoted two days back as saying
that he had held a meeting with
various other jehadi outfits ta watk
out a broad alliance to resist any
attempts to impose curbs on them.

Sources said the regime is in no
mood to totally get rid of these
groups as they were too important
for furthering the low cost war
against India in Kashmir.

it is in this contexi that General
Pervez Musharraf has countered
country's stereotyped image of
being an extremist nation. He
claimed that Pakistan was a mod-
ern, progressive and tolerant
Islamic state bestowed with abun-
dance of rich natural and human
resources. (PTI)
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~SPan- Islamic meet calls for 1\ ,

’\’/\ By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. Pan-Islamic
insurgents, including
representatives of the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen and the Laskhar-e-
Taiba, have concluded a
brainstorming session in Jeddah
on the fallout of sanctions
imposed on Afghanistan and the
Indian peace initiative in
Kashmir.

According to highly-placed
government sources, the six-
member group, which
participated in the three-day
meet which began on January 3,
included the Hizb chief, Syed
Salahuddin, who had proceeded
to Saudi Arabia on a pilgrimage.
The LeT representatives and
other ‘jehadis’ from Afghanistan
also participated. The talks were
unofficial, and not held under
Saudi Arabia’s patronage.

The meeting concluded that a
militant, pan-Islamic campaign
should continue uninterrupted.
Analysts here point out that this
decision has implications for
India as the LeT and the Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen have been
perpetrating violence and
rejected the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee’s ceasefire
initiative in Kashmir. The LeT,
in particular, has carried out
high-profile attacks against
Indian forces, installations and
symbols of national importance
in Kashmir and beyond.

Despite the meeting of the
‘jehadi’ groups on Saudi soil,
India is unlikely to seek Riyadh’s

support for restraining Kashmiri
militancy. The External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
said in Berlin en route Riyadh
that he discounted the
possibility of a Saudi role in
curbing the militancy.

Mr. Vajpayee, in a statement
on Thursday, said the
responsibility of restraining
Kashmiri militants lay with
Pakistan. “What is particularly
surprising and distressing is the
fact that the leadership of
Pakistan continues to do
nothing to restrain these
terrorist organisations, which
operate from the Pakistani soil,
even as it professes its eagerness
to resume talks with India.”

The Saudi meeting also dealt
at length on possible options
related to the Saudi dissident,
Osama bin Laden. The United
Nations Security Council, in a
resolution, has asked the
Taliban to hand over Osama or
face international economic and
political isolation. The sanctions,
which include an embargo on
military sales, and the freezing
of the Taliban’s overseas assets,

"'ceaseless militant campaign

come into force today.
According to an assessment, the
Taliban's hectic diplomatic
exertions are unlikely to dilute
the sanctions. The Foreign
Minister, Mr. Wakil Ahmad
Muttawakil, is trying to reach
out to India, Russia and Iran,
which back the rival Northern
Alliance. Sources feel that both
the United States and Russia —
co-sponsors of the U.N.
resolution — are not in a mood
to relent.

A significant meaning is being
read into the visit to Pakistan by
the Commander-in-Chief of the
U.S. Central Command, Gen.
Tommy R. Franks, on the eve of
the imposition of sanctions on
Afghanistan. The General, it is
felt, may convey to the
Pakistanis, Washington's
readiness to take decisive action
on the Afghan front. General
Franks' mission assumes
additional importance as the
sanctions demand withdrawal of
foreign military advisors from
Pakistan. This is likely to cause
discomfort in Islamabad, which
has deputed its offigers to the
Taliban.
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_Hasina Govt arre

By Haroon Habib \‘ \}

DHAKA, FEB. 5. Deeply concerned
over the alarming rise of religious
fundamentalists _who recently
killed a policeman ina mosque
and declared two High Court
judges murtads for ruling against
issuing of fatwas, the Govern-
ment of Sheikh Hasina Wajed has
decided to deal with the zealots
with an iron hand.

In a major crackdown, the Gov-
ernment arrested two top funda-
mentalist leaders — Shaikhul
Hadit Maulan Azizul Huq and
Mufti Fazlul Haq Amini — the
president and the secretary gen-
eral of the Islami Oikya Jote (10])
and dozens of their supporters
over the last two days.

This is the first major offensive
by the Government against reli-
gious hotheads who, of late, have
accepted the leadership of the
main Opposition leader, Begum
Khaleda Zia, under the banner of
the four-party alliance.

They were arrested after their
militant supporters clashed with
the police, mainly in Dhaka and
killed a policeman.

The police also recovered a
large number of lethal weapons
from a madrasa run by the 10}
leaders.

The arrest of Amini, who is also
the convenor of the “Committee
for Implementation of Islamic
Laws’', drew instant reaction
from his supporters on Sunday.
Several hundred activists of the
10] clashed with the police.

Some of them were also arrest-
ed.

The detective police arrested
Shaikhul Hadit Azizul Hag on

-

Mufti Fazlul Haq Amini (left), secretary general « the islami
Oikya Jote, being taken to the central jail in Dhala on Monday.
Amini is charged with moblhsmg Islamic activist:who killed a

policeman in Dhaka on Sunday. — A

Sunday night when he was re-
turning to Dhaka from northern
Rangpur after addressing a public
meeting there as one of the key
leaders of the four-party alliance.

The police said the two leaders
were arrested under the Public
Safety Act on charges of threat-
ening to kill the two High Court
judges and damaging public and

Ry

private properties

Political analyst see the crack-
down as a majonolicy decision
of the Hasina Go*rnment which
is going to leavefice on com-
pletion of its fe-year tenure
within months, ai face the gen-
eral election uler a neutral
caretaker governent.

Sheikh Hasinan Sunday de-

in controlling the violence.,
—————

s fundamentalist Ieadgrs

nounced the use of religion for
political purposes.

“Islam is a religion of peace.
But certain traders in religion and
anti-Liberation forces are trying
to misuse it through violence.”

She was firm on her decision to
crack down on fundamentalists
though her Government is facing
criticism, particularly from the
Opposition  alliance, of being
“anti- Islamic”.

Begum Zia, who condemned
the police action on the funda-
mentalists, has claimed that
agents of the Government had
killed the policeman and placed
the body inside the mosque.

1t is risky for a political party to
take drastic action on leaders
who talk religion.

But a senior police officer said
the recent violence had forced
the Government’s hand.

The Home Affairs Minister, Mr.
Mohammad Nasim, described
the recent events as the “result of
a blueprint” by ‘‘pro-Pakistani
elements” who, according to
him, were trying to create an un-
stable situation in the country
ahead of the general elections.

The ruling party suspected that
the Begum Zia-ied BNP was be-
hind this “conspiracy”.

The arrest of the fundamental-
ist leaders did not draw any ad-
verse reaction in the country
except in Brahmanbaria town-
ship, where supporters of Mufti
Fazlul Haq Amini attacked and
burnt government installations
on Monday.

Paramilitary forces have been
deployed in support of the police

-~



