@\KISTAN WILL ADAPT
&% Fall of Kabul a sethack, not a defeat\\\/

HE fall of Kabul is interpreted as a diplomatic and poli-
tical disaster for Pakistan and the collapse of that portion
+ of Pakistan’s foreign policy architecture that was premised on
its relationship with the militia. This ifiterpretation is only
partly true, Pakistan had begun redoing its policy sums. The
Taliban Ambassador, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef was told to
shut up and the consulate in Karachi closed. This was follow-
ed by the closure of consulates in Quetta and Peshawar, all
actions in keeping with the logic of Pakistan’s participation in
the coalition with America. Other measures were aimed at
restraining the enthusiasm of pro-Taliban elements within
Pakistan, beginning with the decree that mosques were not to
shelter religious extremists, nor their loudspeakers used to
“stir up emotions against government”. Musharraf, for his
part, also does not want his country and its nuclear arsenal
to fall into the hands of radical Islam. The crackdown on the
strike called on 9 November by the Afghan Defence Council,
a coalition of 35 Islamic groups, seemed impressive. As long
as the Army toes his line, Musharraf wins. Pakistanis are not
fools. Abdul Sattar, the foreign minister, had hinted at the
- kind of campaign America would conduct in Afghanistan.
The question what do they do now, except to fight a rear-
guard action as long as possible, remains; it depends on what
happens in that miserable country, how long the Taliban hold
on to Kandahar. Pakistan’s concern for the Pashtuns is not
unmixed with concern for Pakistani forces fighting alongside
them in a jehad, now painfully exposed. Musharraf
mentioned Zaheer Shah, which surprisingly echoes the
coalition’s own gropings in the dark. Pakistan is not yet
marginalised, it could still get Blair to ask for their officers
and men to be returned in safety. Finally, Pakistan is
perfectly capable of adapting to any new demands the
Americans may make with regard to its own jehadi cesspool,
provided, of course, that the Americans show them the money
and continue issuing statements which say that the “wishes
of the people of Kashmir must be taken into account”. /
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/ Pak Iran to expand
w%\‘]defence ties A"

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 3. Pakistan and
Iran have decided to enhance de-
fence cooperation. It would cover
areas of manufacturing of smail
arms, ammunition, artillery tank
ammunition, propellant and vari-
ous kinds of explosives.

In an interview to the Pakistan
daily, Dawn, the chairman of Pa-
kistan Ordnance Factories (POF),
Lt. Gen. Abdul Qayyum, said both
the countries had resolved their
differences over Afghanistan and
were now ready for increased mil-
itary coopération.

In the course of his two-day vis-
it, the Iranian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Kamal Kharrazi, and the Dep-
uty Defence Minister, Admiral
Naslpak, had meetings with the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and the Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Abdul Sattar.

In an apparent reference to Ad-
miral Naslpak's visit to the Pakis-
tan Ordnance Factory, Lt. Gen.
Qayyum said, “I must clarify here
that our military cooperation will
be limited to the manufacturing
of tactical weapons and not nu-
clear weapons.” The POF ex-
ports arms and ammunition to 30
countries, including the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. Last year, Pakis-
tan earned $ 30 million through
such exports.

In another interview with the
Jang group of newspapers, Mr.
Kharrazi said no interim govern-
ment in Afghanistan should have
a permanent head irrespective of
its tenure. Each member of the
administrative council should be
made head on rotation basis.

Avoiding a direct answer on
whether Iran would accept for-
mer King Zahir Shah as head of
the interim set-up, he said no spe-
cific figure should be named.

“Such a nomination would create
complications and lead to more
misgivings among various Afghan
groups. If the interim government
is formed for 11 months and the
members of the administrative
council are also 11, then there is
no need for any formula as each
of them could be the head for a
month.” To avoid complication, a
method of rotation should be
adopted.

Mr. Kharrazi said Pakistan-Iran
relations had moved in a new di-
rection following Islamabad’s
shift in its policy towards the Tali-
ban in the wake of the September
11 attacks. Iran would not main-
tain liaison with any of the Afghan
factions. It need not stick to its
previous policy of backing the
United Front against the Taliban
following their downfall.

OSCE to join front
against terrorism

BUCHAREST, (ROMANIA), DEC. 3. Eu-
ropean Foreign Ministers met in
the Romanian capital on Monday
to hammer out ways to counter
the global terrorist threat and
make the most of a ‘new political
climate” since the September 11
attacks.

Ministers of the 55 countries
that make up the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, the continent’s top security
body, were considering how to

join forces with NATO and the Eu-

ropean Union to present a united
front to terrorists.

“The OSCE must play its part in
the broad international coalition
against terrorism,” said Ro-

Mr

manian Foreign Minister, .
Mircea Geoana, O chairman.
— AP
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Islamabad, Dec. 8: One month
after the Pakistani government
agreed to end its support for the
Taliban, its intelligence agency
was still providing safe passage
for weapons and ammunition to
arm them, according to Western
and Pakistani officials.

On Octeber 8 and again on
October 12, Pakistani border
guards at a dusty checkpoint in
the Khyber Pass waved on con-
voys headed into Afghanistan.
Western ihtelligence officials
said that under the trucks’ tar-
paulins were rifles, ammunition
and rocket-propelled grenade
launchers for Taliban ﬁghters

Pakistan’s premier spying
agency, ISI, had long provided
safe passage to convoys of truck-
ers and smugglers who supplied
weapons to the Taliban. But the
policy was supposed to have
changed in September after a
Washington ultimatum to Pak-
istan. A senior Pakistani intelli-
gence official acknowledged that
the October 8 shipment did con-
tain arms for the Taliban, but he
said that it was the last officially
sanctioned dehvery and that the
Pakistanis have since been liv-
ing up to their commitment to
the Americans.

Even around that time, there
were signs of a change. Pak-
istani military advisers were
withdrawn from Afghanistan
during the following weeks, a
move that Western intelligence
officials say may have been a
crucial factor inthe surprisingly
swift collapse of Taliban forces
when confronted by the North-
ern Alliance.

“We did not fully understand
the significance of Pakistan’s
role in propping up the Taliban
until their guys withdrew and
things went to hell fast for the
Talibs,” said a Western diplomat
who has monitored the region

Julia Roberts points at the camera as she holds a child at the

Incirlik base in Turkey. Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts arrived in
Incirlik to meet US personnel working at the base. (Reuters)
[ ]

for many years.

Nonetheless, the ISI remams
what many describe as a state
within a state, with independent,
and worrying, palitical tenden-
cies. “Power remains in the
hands of a powerful group of ji-
hadi generals who are outside
the government apparatus, but
have tentacles in government,”
said Pakistan’s former Prime
Minister, Benazir Bhutto.

Bhutto is hardly an impartial

observer. Now living in self-im-

posed exile in Dubai to avoid cor-
ruption charges at home, she
blames the intelligence service
for conspiring to topple her sec-
ond government in 1996 in part
because she refused to fully back
the Taliban, But her assessment
is shared by many ameng Pak-
istan’s intelligence and diplo-
matic ranks, where the strong
sense is that Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, the Pakistani leader,
must undertake a broader politi-
cal purge if he hopes to loosen

the grip of elements within the
ISI who remain loyal to the Tal-
iban — even as their forces are
collapsing.

One of the agency’s staunch-
ly Islamist intelligence directors
was Lt. Gen. Hamid Gul, who
headed the ISI in the late 1980s
and who remains an influential
figure within it. “It will not be so
easy for officers to set aside their
‘beliefs and change sides,” said
Gul, now retired, m arecent in-
terview.

-Gul said he remains pro-Tal-
iban and he denounced the
Americans for condemning the
Afghan rulers and Osama bin |
Laden without providing any
proof of guilt. “Osama bin
Laden is a sensitive man and he
had nothing to do with the at-:
tacks on America,” he said. “You
Americans will have to support
the Taliban one day. They are not
going to go away. They are inte-
gral, arganic, historic.”

 NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
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' fﬁtback for Pakistan
o

submar}i;w plan.,/

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 9. — Pdkistan’s plans to build and sell the 90B
Agosta submarines to friendly countries suffered a setback with
Malaysia, the only country to have evinced interest, opting to buy the
original version of the same from France.

The deal could be a major blow to Pakistan Navy as it planned to
embark on high sales drive of the Agosta sub ever since it acquired the
transfer of technology rights from France and invested $1.5 billion to
construct a submarine building and repair facility at the southern
Ormara Port few years ago, media report said here this weekend.

The deal with Malaysia failed to take off as Kuala Lumpur opted to
buy two scorpion class diesel submarines for about 1.8 billion dollars
from France itself, instead of giving the order to Pakistan. The
Malaysian decision to buy the original French submarines from France
has completely eliminated Pakistan’s sales prospects, The Friday Times
newspaper said.

The Pakistan Navy has signed the deal with France in early 1990s to
acquire transfer of technology. As per the deal one submarine would be
delivered by France and other two would be built at the newly
constructed Ormara base, which was set up with an eye on the exports.

Pakistan opted for the costly Transfer of Technology option as it was
convinced of being able to manufacture and sell the sub at far more
cheaper price due to availability of cheap labour. Besides Malaysia,
similar offers were made to Saudi Arabia, Vietnam and Myanmar but
without success. The Agosta was in news early this year as Pakistan
Navy said it could go build a nuclear platform on it if so desired.

“Going nuclear is Government’s decision. If the country has become
a nuclear power, it is obvious that the government has to think of the
means of delivery and most credible delivery in the history of naval
power is the submarine platform,” Pakistan Naval Chief Admiral Abdul
Aaziz Mirza said in June this year.

He said in order to go nuclear the French-built Agosta 90B nuclear
submarine “have to have independent propulsion and firing system of
longer range missiles and if the Governmept decides we will be able to
deliver to whatever extent it is possible’)

THE STATESMAR
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 22 In a gesture
aimed at sending friendly vibes to
the new regime in Afghanistan,
the Pakistan government today
announced a grant of $100 mil-
lion for reconstruction of projects
and humanitarian assistance be-
sides lifting restrictions on export
of items for reconstruction of the
war-ravaged country.

A statement by the Pakistan
Foreign Ministry said Pakistan
would reopen its Embassy and
Consulates in Afghanistan as
soon as administrative arrange-
ments are finalized through mu-
tual consultation.

The re-opening of embassy in
Kabul might prove to be a difficult
task for Islamabad given the gen-
eral degree of anti- Pakistan senti-
ment in the country. Reports by
hordes of western journalists pre-
sent in Afghanistan and diplo-
matic sources here suggest that it
would be a while before the anti-
Pakistan sentiments subsiding in
Afghanistan.

The resentment against Pakis-
tan is not only confined to senior
leaders of the Northern Alliance
but also prevalent among the
people of Afghanistan. As a coun-
try that did its best before Sep-
tember 11 to promote Taliban
regime in every international fo-
rum, there is little doubt that Isla-
mabad is viewed with suspicion
in Afghanistan.

In what is seen as a bid to gain
the confidence of the new rulers
in Afghanistan, Pakistan today
sent a high-level delegation led by
Mr. Abdul Sattar, Foreign Minis-
ter to be present at the installa-
tion ceremony of the new interim
administration headed by Mr.
Hamid Karzai.

The Foreign Minister delivered
a letter from the President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, to Mr. Hamid
Karzai, Chairman of Interim Ad-
minj stration conveying a message

rants $100m.
Atghanistan

of goodwill and an mv(:él\yon to

pay an official visit to Pakistan
his earliest convenience.

Mugabe vﬁms
of racial split

HARARE, DEC. 22. The Zimbabwean
President, Mr. Robert Mugabe,
has slammed moves by the Com-
monwealth Ministers towards a
possible expulsion of his country,
saying the grouping risked being
split along racial lines, state medla
said today.

The

Commonwealth Action :

Group (CMAG) meeting in Lon- |

don on Thursday resolved to put
Zimbabwe on the agenda of its
next meeting, the first step to pos-
sible suspension.

Speaking in Libya, Mr. Mugabe
told Zimbabwe’s State- run Herald
newspaper: “I don’t think it (the
CMAG action) will be sustainable
at the Commonwealth meeting at
all.

“The Commonwealth is not just

the white peopie, you see, the An-

glo-Saxon, and this is what the
British wants it to be. The moment
they do that there will be a break-
up of the Commonwealth.” He
said the move was made at the de-
mand of the ‘‘mad British Govern-
ment” and reiterated that there
was no going back on land reform.
Zimbabwe is in the throes of a
controversial land reform pro-
gramme, which is seeing hun-
dreds of farms forcibly taken from
white farmers to give to landless
blacks.

“They can ask even Lucifer to
help them but this is our country
and we will not let go,” the Herald
quoted Mr. Mugabe as saying.

In a statement, the Common-
wealth Ministers repeated con-
cerns over continued violence,
property occupations and intimi-
dation of the media, which they
said was violating the Common-
wealth’s fundamental political
valugs.— AFP
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Seventy-year-old Mariam Bibi (left) embraces her sister, Bismillah, 67; before leaving Karachi for New Delhi. Mariam Bibi had to

cut short her visit after India and Pakistan decided to close their airspace to each other’s carriers. (AFP)

Border snub for Pak

FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR
AND PRANAY SHARMA

Karachi/New Delhi, Dec. 28:
Conciliatory signals coming out
of Islamabad today had no effect
on India.

“The issue is not about troops
build-up, but terrorism across
the border,” Delhi said. Earlier
in the day, Pakistan urged India
to scale back the build-up on the
border.

“We would like them to with-
draw their forces to peacetime
locations so that we can also
withdraw our forces to peace-
time locations,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Aziz Ahmed
Khan told the BBC.

“There is no point in heating
up the atmosphere,” he said a
day after India announced down-
grading of diplomatic relations,
ban on overflights and restric-
tion on movement of Pakistani
diplomatic staff, drawing tit-for-
tat response from Islamabad.

“This is another unique at-
tempt on Pakistan’s part to ob-
fuscate the real issue. The ques-
tion is not of troops build-up, but
of terrorism,” a senior Indian of-
ficial said. ‘

Pakistan did not shew any
signs of taking further actions
against the Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad, held re-
sponsible by India for the Parlia-
ment attack. “If we find any evi-
dence against any individual or

group or organisation indulging
in any undesirable activities, ac-
tion will be taken,” Khan said.

President Pervez Musharraf
made a cryptic comment open to
interpretations when asked if he
was prepared to act against ex-
tremist pro-Kashmiri militant
groups. “We understand our re-
sponsibility. We know what we
havetodo.”

India insisted that Pakistan
was refusing to acknowledge the
need to take “precise, focused
steps to address the central issue
of -terrorism operating out of its
soil”. External affairs ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao
said: “It is Pakistan which is the
epicentre of terrorism in our re-
gion. It refuses to recognise the
ramifications of that situation
and the gravity with which India
views this entire matter.”

Pakistan repeated its offer
for talks at Kathmandu during
the Saarc summit between
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Musharraf, but India
has refused to resume the dia-

If any request is made for
overflying by Pakistan for
the Saarc summit,
it will be met

FOREIGN MINISTRY
SPOKESPERSON

logue frozen since the failed
Agra summit.

Musharraf said he was will-
ing to meet Vajpayee. “I don't
mind meeting with him but you
can’t clap with one hand.”

“He (Vajpayee) must show
willingness on his side and there
will be willingness on our side,”
the general said.

About the only friendly ges-
ture Delhi is prepared to make is
allowing Musharraf to overfly
while he heads to Kathmandu.
“If any request is made for over-
flying by Pakistan President and
his delegation for the Saarc sum-
mit, it will be met,” external af-
fairs ministry spokesperson
Nirupama Rao said.

The Group of Eight — its
members major donors to Pak-
istan which needs financial sup-
port desperately for a shattered
economy — asked Islamabad to
crack down on terrorism. The
UK did the same.

Asked about world leaders
asking the two countries to show
restraint, an Indian official said:
“It is clear that they are scared of
a flare-up here. They should not
blame India, but ask Pakistan to
take steps against the terrorists
that we have asked for and the
temperature in the region can be
brought down soon after.”

The official argued that India
has always shown restraint in
the past and so far it has not done
anything to prove otherwise.

Queue for

Afghan
credit line

FROM OUR
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec, 28: Samjhauta
Express may stop chugging from
the new year, but there’s no halt-
ing the gravy train to Afgh-
anistan which is ready to roll
with a Rs 500-crore line of credit
from the Indian government.

The Hine of credit becomes
operational with immediate ef-
fect, said S.K. Lambah, India’s
special envoy to Afghanistan, at
a gathering of Indian compa-
nies, several of which appeared
eager to clamber on board.

The money can be used by In-
dian companies looking for busi-
ness opportunities in war-rav-
aged Afghanistan, especially in
infrastructure, health, automo-
biles and energy.

“As soon as a fullfledged
government takes over in Afgha-
nistan (the Hamid Karzai gov-
ernment has a six-month man-
date before a tribal chiefs’ con-
clave instals a formal regime), we
will have discussions with them
on the projects,” Lambah said.

Indian companies are keen to
establish a railhead in Afghani-
stan before competitors from Pa-
kistan, Iran and Uzbekistan swa-
rm the dusty landscape bristling
with business opportunities.

ists B
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FROM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, Dec. 28: Reliv-
ing the legacy of his prede-
cessor Zia-ul-Haq, Pakistan’s
President Pervez Musharraf
today twisted the arm of an-

other vacationing US Presi-

dent so badly that he has vir-
tually been forced to fall in
line.
Military authorities in
Rawalpindi are understood to
have told the Americans that
Pakistani troops can no longer
patrol the border with
Afghanistan or look for Osama
bin Laden since they are needed
on the eastern border to
deal with a possible conflict
with India.

A panic-stricken President -
George W. Bush (Reuters picture
on right) immediately emerged
from his ranch in Texas — where
he has been preparing for the
New Year — to praise Musharraf
and ask India to “take note...
that the President (Musharraf)
is responding forcefully and ac-
tively to bring those who would
harm others to justice”.

Of particular worry for the
White House will be Pakistan’s
demand that the US return the
Jacobabad air base in Sindh
province to Pakistan’s control.

Jacobabad is the nerve-cen-
tre of US military presence in
Pakistan,

The Americans have already
spent considerable amounts of
money redoing the base and
were hoping to establish a per-
manent presence there after the
war in Afghanistan,

Pakistan’s demand has put
the Americans at the mercy of

the military leaders in
Rawalpindi in their pursuit of al
Qaida and the Taliban.

It is a case of the tail wagging:
the dog, but it has happened
before. After the Soviets invaded
Afghanistan in 1979, Zia-ul-Haq
made President Jimmy Carter
literally dance around him.
He made Carter give in to virtu-
ally every demand from Pak-
istan.

ush a

sy

Musharraf is doing the
twisting with one hand while he
extends the other in uncondi-
tional friendliness.

As an unidentified official
leaked the news in Islamabad
that Pakistan had delivered a
note to Washington it may not
be able to provide crucial logisti-
cal support to US and British
troops operating in Afghanistan
because of a possible conflict
with India, the President pre-
sented a face of complete relia-
bility.

“Whatever we are doing on
that Afghan border will continue
to be done. There will be no thin-

Islamabad, Dec. 28 (Reuters):
Pakistan’s foreign minister
Abdus Sattar said today he
could not rule out the possibili-
ty that Qsama bin Laden was in
Pakistan.

“I can’t say it isimpossible.”

“We have a large number of
troops on the border with
Afghanistan at this time. If

" he came to any town or city,

he could be recognised and
turned in,” he said. “However,
our country has a long border
thousands of kilometres in
length.” .

Afghanistan’s defence min-
ister Mohammad Fahim said
bin Laden was probably in Pe-
shawar. “Osama is out of our
control. To a large extent it de-
pends on Pakistan. America
can pursue him with the help
of the Pakistani government,”
he said.

If you think

the richest

sandesh

comes from milk,

ningout... No change to that situ-
ation,” he said.

Similarly, his spokesman,.

“Rashid Qureshi, raised a real
threat of war for the first time
from the Pakistani side while the
President said Pakistan would
never precipitate a conflict.

“The Indian government has’
put itself into a corner from
where, I think, it would be diffi-
cult for it to back off,” Qureshi
said, referring to the buildup on
the border.

He stopped short of express-,
ing the fear of a full-fledged war,
but in private Pakistani officials

- said there could be more than a
limited conflict.

Musharraf said: “We do not:
want war. We will never initiate
awar unless it is thrust and initi-
ated on us.”

His strategy is paying off.
Bush told reporters at his ranch:
“I'm pleased to note that Presi-
dent Musharraf has announced
the arrest of 50 extreme terror-
ists.” .

Bush said secretary of state
Colin Powell had spoken to
the Indian and Pakistani foreign:
ministers again today. The
President said he would speak
personally to Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee “if
need be”.

The possibility of Pakistan
withdrawing its forces from
the border with Afghanistan and

reducing protection for US _

forces stationed at Pakistani
bases has been an American
nightmare ever since the attack
on Parliament triggered a new
crisis between Islamabad and
New Delhi.

But by asking for the return
of the Jacobabad air base,
Musharraf has exceeded Ameri-
ca’s worst fears. He is now in a
position to dictate the first State
of Union address by Bush, the
first draft of which is ready.

Bush has been hoping to an-

nounce victory in the war in
Afghanistan in the address, but
that will now very much depend
on the Pakistani strongman.

M See Pages 4,6 and 8 /



7 .“\VCLONING HUMAN EMBRYOS_ 1

THE STUNNING ANNOUNCEMENT that a small
Massachusetts\based biotech company cloned
human embryos has evoked a predictable storm
of protest. The work conducted by Advance Cell
Technology (ACT) is the closest that anyone has
come to cloning a human being and raises ques-
tions which are relevant to scientists, ethicists
and regulatory authorities. By creating embryos
using eggs that were not fertilised, the company’s
scientists claim to have demonstrated a process
which could lead to cures for a wide variety of
diseases ranging from diabetes to Alzheimer’s.
The hope is that stem cells harvested from cloned
embryos could be used to replace damaged ones
and thus set the stage for a radical new form of
tissue engineering and transplantation medicine.

Not everyone of course buys the argument
that cloning human embryos is but a step in the
process of evolving life-saving therapies for a
range of human diseases. The idea of creating
human embryos in order to destroy them is
something that leaves many people — and not
merely adherents of the Catholic church — deep-
ly uncomfortable. The U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, and Congressional conservatives have
accused ACT of “crossing the line” by cloning a
human embryo. In Europe too, a strong note of
scepticism and caution have underlined the re-

action to the biotech company’'s experiments. .

Earlier this year, Mr. Bush declared that U.S. fed-
eral funds would not be used to fund research on
human embryos, unless such research is con-
ducted on stem cells already harvested from em-
bryos already discarded or killied. Although the
House of Representatives voted to ban all human
embryo cloning, the U.S. Senate is expected to
take up the matter only next year — a possible
reason why ACT announced its findings now is
that it wanted to do this before its experiments
were declared illegal.

In any debate on human cloning, it is imper-

ative to distinguish between reprodu ive clon-
ing and therapeutic cloning. While the object of
the former would be to create human beings (in
much the same manner as Dolly the sheep), the
latter uses the cloning technique only to create
embryos from which stem cells are harvested.
While Governments have few qualms about out-
lawing reproductive human cloning, the ques-
tions raised by therapeutic cloning are far more
complex, touching as they do on issues concern-
ing human health and longevity. With the United
Nations due to begin negotiations on human
cloning and a growing body of opinion in favour
of universal laws on this subject, we may see the
formulation of international rules governing or
regulating this thorny and controversial issue.
Meanwhile, it is important to place ACT’s
‘breakthrough’ in perspective. The company,
which used two different methods to manufac-
ture the embryos, found that all of them died
soon after they were created. While it may be
harsh to describe its experiments as a failure, it
demonstrates that the technique is still spotty
and unreliable — ACT’s embryos did not live long
enough to produce the kind of material which
would yield stem cells for medical research. The
other thing that needs to be emphasised is that
despite the tremendous potential held out by
stem cell research, medical science is a long way
from developing treatments and cures based on
harvesting such cells. The knowledge we require
to coax or tease stem cells into forming the desir-
ed tissues and cells in a form they can be used in
transplantation medicine is far from available
and it may be years — possibly over a decade —
before we acquire it. If medical science does find
a firm and legal use for therapeutic cloning, ACT
is likely to be credited with taking the first steps
in this direction. Meanwhile, its experiments will
remain not merely ethically controversial but al-
S0 open to a measure of scientific scepticism.
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eral Pervez Musharraf today
gaid Pakistan’s security con-
cerns, its core interests in
Kashmir and safety of its nu-
clear programme motivated
him to join the international co-
alition against terrorism.
“Security of the country and
" our core interests of Kashmir
and nuclear programme were
Lept uppermost while taking
the decision after attacks in the
USA”, he told elected chiefs of
the local bodies here.

The Pakistan foreign minister,
Mr Abdul Sattar, said his gov-
ernment was not in a hurry to
recognise any new administra-
tion until a new dispensation is
formed with UN assistance. “We
have not yet announced de-rec-
i ognition of Taliban government.
| That does not mean we continue
! to recognise it. Quite clearly the
| (Taliban) go rnment has collap-

| tlSh envoy today arrived in Ka-

~hul to set up a diplomatic mis-
‘sion there and start talks with
local leaders, Downing Street
said. Mr Ste, Evans, Londo-
n’s first diplomatic representa-
tive to Kabul since 1989, was ac-
companied by eight fom;gn office
and defence ministry officials
US denial: The UBA today de-
nied it had differences with
Russia over the composition of

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 19. — Gen- |

joined coalition for

ir Mushamlf
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FIRST DAY FIRST SHOW: Northern Alliance police officers push away a crowd queuing up to see a film in Kabul on
Monday The cltv s famous Bakhtar cinema opened after five years. — AP/PTI

a post-Taliban coalition govern-
ment in war-torn Afghanistan.

Bin Laden: The Taliban today
said Osama bin Laden had left

i- .the militia-controlled areas in

Afghanistan. But the USA said
there is no evidence to suggest
he has left the country.

More US special forces have

been deployed in south Afghan- -

istan to hunt down Taliban and
Al Qaida leaders, the Pentagon
said today.

Wai: Taliban forces holed-wpin -

Kuanduz today offered conditio-
nal surrender even as US war
planes  pounded Taliban front-

lines in the north, east and
south of Afghanistan amid in-

tensive efforts to set up an |

interim government.

In Kandahar, the Taliban
appeared to be in control amid
reports that Pashtun tribal
leaders were trying to negotiate
a peaceful handover of the city.
The US defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld, rejected any
negotiations for the departure of
Taliban leader Mullah Moham-
med Omar from-Kandahar.

B More reports on pages 5
and 8

4 SCRIBES 'KILLED’

LONDON, Nov. 19. — Four
| foreign journalists have re-
| portedly been killed in ‘Afgha-
6 nistan, ITN TV and radio
| company reported today, quo-

i ting its reporter who was
] present at the incident site.

Armed men forced the jour-
nalists out of a vehicle on
way from Jalalabad to Kabul
! and took them into the moun-
tains, where shots were later
\ heard. — UNI

\
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Two Talkb

Mubashir Zaidi £y
Islamabad, November 20° M\\\

PAKISTAN TODAY announce&
that it has decided to close down
the Taliban Consulates in Pe-
shawar and Quetta with immedi-
ate effect.

Foreign Office spokesman
Aziz Ahmed Khasaid n at his
daily briefing in Islamabad that
the Afghan borders were no more
under the control of the Taliban.

“The consulates provide con-
sular services including visa.
The visas issued by them are no

A\
an missions in Pak

more valid for entering Afgha-
nistan. “These consulates”, he
said, “have stopped functioning.
When there is a new interim Gov-
ernment in Afghanistan then Pa-
kistan will consider alternate
arrangements.” The Taliban con-
sulate at Karachi was closed
down on November 9.

About the Afghan Embassy, the
spokesman said Foreign Minister
Abdul Sattar explained yesterday
that Pakistan has de-recognised
the Taliban Government but is
allowing the embassy to function
as there is no alternative Govern-

ment and authority in Afgha-
nistan.

The spokesman said Pakistan
is optimistic about the outcome
of the proposed conference of
the Afghan groups in Germany
next week, leading to the forma-
tion of a broad based multi eth-
nic government in Afghanistan
in line with the UN resolution to
restore peace and tranqulllty in
that country,

He sajd Pakistan had been in
touch with all the Afghan groups
and it would welcome any con-
tact from any of them even now.

sh%)t (\f)wn

“DiScussions with them
have been held several times
in the past. Pakistan was not
against any Afghan group and
wants all the Afghan groups to
cooperate with the UN and the
international community to put
things in order in their country.

The spokesman urged them to
react positively and constructive-
ly to achieve the ultimate objec-
tive of a broad based multi eth-
nic Government there. He denied
reports that the US had set up
Naval pickets as far as Pakista
waters were concerned.
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‘KASHMIR, A ROOTVCAUSE OF TERRORISM’

Ready to formalise n-test ban

treaty \with India:

vy
By P. S. Suryanarayana K

NEW YORK, NOV. 11. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
has offered India a major strategic
initiative which seems designed
to help the two countries steer
clear of their worsening relation-
ship. Addressing the United Na-
tions General Assembly session
here on Saturday, Gen. Musharraf
said: “We (the Pakistani author-
ities) are ready to discuss nuclear
and missile restraints as well as
nuclear risk reduction measures
with India in a structured, com-
prehensive and integrated dia-
logue.” And Pakistan was ready to
“formalise a bilateral treaty” for
creating a regime of ‘“‘mutual test
ban” on nuclear weaponisation.

Amplifying the proposal in a
larger context, Gen. Musharraf
said: “We are ready to discuss
how Pakistan and India can cre-
ate a stable South Asian security
mechanism through a peaceful
resolution of disputes, preserva-
tion of nuclear and conventional

. balance, confidence-building
measures and non-use of force
prescribed by the U.N. Charter.”

Affirming that Pakistan “will
maintain deterrence at the mini-
mum level,” the General assured
the international community of

DAY

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, and the Pakistan

President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, addressing a press conference
at the Waldorf-Astorla Hotel in New York on Saturday. — AFP

his country’s reliability as a nucle-
ar power. '‘Pakistan is fully alive
to the responsibilities of its nucle-
ar status. We have declared a uni-
lateral moratorium on nuclear
testing, Pakistan was not the first
to initiate nuclear tests and will

not be the first to resume them...
We have strengthened our export
controls and established multi-
layered custodial controls on our
nuclear assets.” Pakistan's ‘‘stra-
tegic assets are well guarded and
in very safe hands,” he told the

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, NOV. 11. The U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, and the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, have agreed that India and Pakistan
should resolve the Kashmir issue through diplo-
macy and dialogue in “mutually acceptable
ways” which take into account the wishes of the
people of Kashmir.

A join¢ statement was released for the visit of
Gen. Musharraf here at the end of the working
dinner on Saturday. ‘“The two leaders discussed
ways to promote stability in South Asia. President
Bush praised President Musharraf’s recent call to
Prime Minister Mr. Vajpayee of India. President
Bush and President Musharraf agreed that India
and Pakistan should resolve the Kashmir issue
through diplomacy and dialogue in mutually ac-
ceptable ways that take into account the wishes of
the people of Kashmir.”

Earlier, Mr. Bush pledged an assistance pack-
age of $1 billion to Pakistan and said Washington
would do what it could to bring New Delhi and
Islamabad “to have a good, meaningful discus-
sion on Kashmir” with a view to finding a solu-
tion.

At the end of a 40-minute meeting with Gen.
Musharraf at the Waldorf Astoria, Mr. Bush
praised Pakistan as a ‘“strong ally” and Gen.
Musharraf as a “strong leader.” Islamabad’s ef-
forts against terror were benefitting the entire
world and linking it more closely with the world.

“The U.S. wants to help build these linkages.
I've authorised a lifting of sanctions and over $ 1
billion in U.S. support. I will also back debt relief

U.S. pledges $1 b package to Pak. |
Call for diplomacy on Kashmir

for Pakistan. I want to thank Senators Mr. Grass-
ley and Mr. Baucus of our Congress for introduc-
ing a legislation that will improve market access
in the United States to Pakistan’s products,” Mr.
Bush said at a joint press availability.

When asked if he would invoke the United Na-
tions Security Council resolution on the Kashmir
issue, he said “we had a very good discussion on
the subject and I assured the Pakistan President
that my country will do what it can to bring the
parties together to have good meaningful discus-
sion on Kashmir so that we can come up with a
solution.”

Mr. Bush did not react to a question on state-
sponsored terrorism in Kashmir. ““I, my Govern-
ment, strongly condemned the terrorist attacks
on October 1 (on the Kashmir Assembly) —
strongly condemned them — as did President
Musharraf. We share the same vision about ter-
ror, that it should not exist anywhere in the
world.” ;

For his part, Gen. Musharraf said Pakistan was
committed to fighting terrorism in all forms and
wherever it existed. Politically, he saw the dawn of
a “‘new era’ in bilateral relationship. ‘“Pakistan
will hope for a very sustainable and long-standing
futuristic relationship developing between Pakis-
tan and the U.S., a relationship which we always
have had in the past.”

The critical component of the Bush-Musharraf
meeting, by all accounts, was over Afghanistan,
the current phase and the post-Taliban phase, the
U.S.-Pakistan relations and the economic pack-
age for Islamabad.

Mush%;a

global community. There was no
immediate formal reaction from
the Indian camp, although New
Delhi is known to disfavour what
it calls “public diplomacy of a
purely political kind.”

Proposals and counter-propos-
als on many issues, including the
strategic ones, have come at dime
a dozen in the India-Pakistan ex-
changes over time. And, in a per-
ceived battle with India for the
minds and hearts of key interna-
tional powers, Gen. Musharraf’s
latest proposal is aimed at con-
verting the sceptics who might
see South Asia as no more than a
potential black hole of nuclear ri-
valry.

Also exuding a renewed sense
of self-confidence as the leader of

Invitation stands,
says Pak.

NEW DELHI, NOV. 11. Despite In-
dia ruling out early resump-
tion of Indo-Pak. talks,
Pakistan today said the invi-
tation to the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, to visit that
country still stands.

“Our policy remains un-
changed... we are ready to talk
at any time, any place and at
any level,” the Pakistan High
Commissioner, Mr. Ashraf Je-
hangir Qazi, told Star News.
— PTI

“a frontline state in the (ongoing)
battle against terrorism,” Gen.
Musharraf redefined the politics
of terror in a manner designed to
dispute India’s view on the issue.
Identifying Kashmir and the Pal-
estine issues as two of the ‘‘root”
causes of terrorism, he asked
whether the alleged “‘state terror-
ism” at work or those demanding
their rights under the relevant
U.N. resolutions should be criti-
cally observed. . &

To address the varied global
forms of terror, a “‘three-pronged
strategy’’ should be adopted. The
pursuit of individual terrorists
and campaign against terrorist
organisations should be supple-
mented by efforts to address po-
litical disputes.

Largely accepting the present
American perspective on Afghan-
istan as the nucleus of interna-
tional terror and Osama bin
Laden’s haven, Gen. Musharraf
pleaded against an externally- im-
posed solution on Kabul. “The
(future) political set-up in Af-
ghanistan must be (a) home-
grown (dispensation)’’ that could
be broadbased and representative
of the multi-ethnic composition
of the country. It would, there-
fore, be “desirable” for the ongo-
ing U.S.-led military operation in
Afghanistan to be “as short and

!
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accurately targeted as possib]e)
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" IT IS STATE TERRORISM IN J&K: MUSHARRAF

‘St
QMA@' By Vaiju Naravane C{\ u

PARIS, NOV. 8, Pakistan’s President, Gen. Rervez
Musharraf, today accused India of committingstate
terrorism in Kashmir. ‘“In Kashmir’s-case, my view is
that there is state terrorism going on by India be-
cause it is violating U.N. Security Council decisions.
In the last two months in Kashmir 1400 people have
been killed. This does not appear in the internation-
al media because the international media is not al-
lowed in Kashmir,” Gen. Musharraf declared at a
well-attended press conference in Paris.

“If you look at Bosnia, Kosovo, Palestine or Kash-
mir, you see that all these conflicts are political and
that they unfortunately involve Muslims. And that
Muslims are the victims in each one. Therefore, in
the long term one needs to address the causes of
disputes around the world and the most important
ones are Kashmir and Palestine,” the General added.
He once again declared that there were no terrorist
camps in Pakistan. “We do not accept this claim
about terrorism going on in Kashmir,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf who arrived in Paris last night
dined with the President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, at the
Elysee Presidential Palace. He conferred with the
Prime Minister, Mr. Lionel Jospin, this morning, pri-
or to his meeting with the media. Immediately after
his hour-long press conference, Gen. Musharraf left
for London enroute to New York.

Gen. Musharraf also said that he was “concerned
about maintaining a degree of balances of forces
with India on the conventional plane. Pakistan fol-
lowed a strategy of deterrence and a strategy of con-
ventional deterrence has to be in place and to that
extent we are getting involved in the procurement of
weapons from the West.”

(A Reuters report quoted the Pakistan President as
saying the U.S.-led military attacks on Afghanistan
should be stopped as soon as possible because the
whole world saw them as a war against innocent
civilians. He said he would ask the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, to suspend the bombing during

| Ramadan, whigh would start in mid-November.
Continuing jhe campaign during Ramadan would
le throughout the Muslim world.) The

p bombing during Ramadan’

The French President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, and
the Pakistan President, Gen. Musharraf, at the
Elysee Palace on Thursday. — Reuters

General said his talks in Paris with both Mr. Chirac
and Mr. Jospin were ‘‘constructive and fruitful”” with
a ‘““meeting of minds and views” and that France had
displayed both “understanding and empathy” for
issues in South Asia. ‘‘Pakistan is itself a victim of
terrorism and it is in our interest that intolerance,
extremism and terrorism be eradicated,” the Gener-
al declared in his opening remarks. ‘“The conflicts
and flashpoints around the world, all of them politi-
cal, in Bosnia or Kosovo or Kashmir or Palestine
must be resolved with justice and equality. De-
spondence and despair propel people to extremism.
Denial breeds extremism,” the General said, in a
clear reference to Kashmir.

Mr. Chirac was eloquent in his praise of Gen.
Musharraf’s courage. France has promised Pakistan

substantial bilateral aid and sources say a weapons
shopping list could shortly be on the cards. The
French are above all a pragmatic nation and will
have no trouble rehabilitating Pakistan once it be-
comes clear that the latter has a well-filled pocket
book.

Blair praises Musharraf: Page 18



e T A R 504 5

Pak et tngh shuts

down Taliban consulate

Imposes restrictions on (»woy Moh

Times News Network & Agencies
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s relations with the
Taliban hit a new low on Thursday with
Islamabad ordering the Afghan militia to
close down its consulate in Karachi without
assigning any reasons, two days after its
ambassador was directed to “limit” his activ-
ities and barred from holding daily media
briefings.

Pakistan’s foreign office spokesperson
Aziz Mohammad Khan said the consulate at
Karachi, one of the four diplomatic missions
of the Taliban in Pakistan, had been asked to
wind up and have its staff withdrawn imme-
diately.

Mr Khan, however, said the Taliban con-
sulates in the border towns of Quetta and
Peshawar, and its embassy in Islamabad con-
tinued to function.

Taliban ambassador Mullah Mohammed
Zaeef, who made full
use of his presence in

i&n\ced Zaeef

He said Indian officers of the rank of gen-
eral and brigadier were involved. “That is
why they have started war on many fronts.”

Mr Zacef added that the Taliban would
never hand Osama bin Laden over and
denied that there were any terrorist training
camps run by the Al Qaida network in
Afghanistan.

“We will fight for 100 years, but the
Afghans will not abandon Islam,” newspa-
pers quoted the ambassador as saying. “We
are ready to talk on all issues with everyone,
but if they want to force their arrogance on
us and the Islamic world then we are not
ready.”

But India has denied the Taliban’s claim
that Indian army officers have joined the
U.S. army in helping the Northern Alliance
to fight the militia in Afghanistan. “There is
no Indian army official involved in guiding

the Northern Alliance

POINTS TO PONDER in its fight against the

» Indian and Russian army officers have § Taliban in northern
‘ Afghanistan,” said a

Islamabad by address-

ing a packed presscon- ;  joined the U.S. to help the Northem ;
ference every day to Alliance, says Taliban defince ministry
hit out at the US. for spokesperson.

the military attacks » India denies Taliban’s claim A representative of
against Afghanistan, §» Pakistan’s Harkat-ul-Mujahideen an anti-Taliban Afghan
has resented the curbs leader has crossed into Afghanistan to § Shiite Muslim faction
and has asked Pakistan ¢ join the Tallban in north-east Iran said
to impose similar U.S. warplanes touched

restrictions on the US. embassy and its
diplomats for their media attacks on the
Taliban.

About Mr Zaeef’s demand, Mr Khan said
he would comment on it if something was
brought to his notice. Mr Zaeef also said sen-
ior Indian and Russian officers had joined
US. army officers and were helping the
Northern Alliance fight the Islamic militia,
newspapers reported on Thursday.

Mr Zaeef hosted a dinner for Pakistani
newspaper editors on Wednesday night, a
few hours after it was revealed that the
authorities had ordered him to stop his
almost daily press briefings. Reports of the
event quoted Mr Zaeef as saying that
Indian, Russian and U.S. officers were guid-
ing the Northern Alliance commanders.

down for the first time at Afghanistan’s
Bagram airport, north of Kabul, late on
Wednesday night.

Meanwhile, Fazlur Rehman Khalil, leader
of the Pakistan-based militant outfit Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen, has crossed into Afghanistan
to join the Taliban’s fight against the US.
amidst reports that 85 militants of another
Pakistani jehadi outfit were killed in the
ongoing American bombing.

In Paris, Gen Pervez Musharraf said on
Thursday that continuing the U.S.-led bomb-
ing campaign through the Muslim holy
month of Ramzan would have “a negative
fallout in the entire Muslim world”.

Gen Musharraf said he would take up the
issue with US. President George W. Bush
when he met him in New York. garwe sve)

- U.S., allies raid two

- networks linked to Al lda

By Dana Milbank and Kathleen Day
WASHINGTON: The Bush administration
on Wednesday launched a round of domes-
tic raids and international banking actions
to shut down two financial networks it
accused of funding Osama bin Laden’s Al
Qaida terrorist organisation.

i The US. blocked the assets of the net-
works, called Al Barakaat and Al Tagwa,
while FBI and U.S. customs agents seized
records and arrested one man during raids

. of the American offices of Al Barakaat in

i Alexandria, Falls Church, Minneapolis,

Boston Seattle and Columbus, Ohio.

In related actions, Swiss police detained
two financiers said to have ties to Al Qaida, :
while governments in the Group of Eight -
industrialised nations.and the UAE, where *
Al Barakaat is based, joined the effort to :
freeze the two networks’ assets.

Al Barakaat, by far the more important
of the two, was founded in 1989 by Ahmed
Nur Ali Jim’ale and uses the hawala sys-
tem to move money around the globe, offi-
cials said. They noted that he is an associ-
ate of Bin Laden, who they said was a sig-
nificant investor. when: the network was
created. garwp Swop
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy ?

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 7. Pakistan has not
given up its demand that the Unit-
ed States and its allies should halt
the military campaign in Afghan-
istan during the holy month of Ra-
madan beginning on Nov. 17

This was evident from the corp-
ments made by Gen. Musharraf ht
Istanbul where he made an uh-

€duled stopover enroutetoPa-

His remarks tha continuation of
the campaign during Ramadan
could have a negative impact on
the Islamic world are significant as
it was presumed that the issue was
settled after the US Defence Secre-
tary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, during
his recent visit here ruled out the
possibility.

Pak. insists 0@ pause’ durmg Ramadan

The statement of Gen. Mushar-
raf that he would take up the mat-
ter with the U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, during his meet-
ing with the latter in New York on
November 10 came after the U.S.
Ambassador in Pakistan, Ms. Wen-
dy J. Chamberlin, has been quoted
as saying in a television interview
that Pakistan has not pressed for a
halt in military campaign.

DU



MUSEAKRAE UNLEASY!
\
Pakistanis, Arab , fought alongside Taliban

ONTINUING to dkop armed and specially trained

commandos into Afghanistan appears to have at least
two, not one, objectives. The avowed objective is to close in
on Osama bin Laden, who is said to be within a hundred
'| square mile radius in Afghanistan. This sounds optimistic.
If they know in such detail then they probably know
exactly where he is and they will produce him, dead or
t alive, in the not too distant future. Osama has declared
.| that he will rather die than be captured and his wish is
worth respecting because it is utterly unlikely that he will
be taken alive — he will kill himself and let it be noted in
passing, that suicide is also utterly un-Islamic. You can
. gey round that one by getting an unthinking aide to shoot
him through the head, although it can be argued till the
cpws come home as to whether one jihadi killing another
y arrangement, ensures a passport to heaven without
uestion. It is as well not to enter into the metaphysical,
or does it matter to citizens, concerned for what Islamic
V fundamentalism has landed us into already. The collapse
. of the Taliban has indeed been dramatic and the American
Defence Secretary was entirely right to pull up a
questioner who asked nicely balanced -questions about
what would happen to Taliban forces surrounded near
Kunduz and who refused to surrender. Rumsfeld gave it to
. him straight from the shoulder and he was right to do so.
- He said if they refused to surrender tgere d be no

option but to kill them.

The whole question is related to their identity. There are
hundreds and thousands of Arabs, Pakistanis, and quite a
few Chechens and even other foreign mercenaries who
have no business there, fighting alongside the Taliban and
it would be enormously embarrassing for Musharraf to
have his fellow- countrymen taken prisoner in large
numbers. Near Kabul 19 Pakistanis were captured in one
operation but it would seem that there were many more :
near Kunduz otherwise the panic would not be so
apparent.

Americans and British special forces are doing what they
can to shield the Pakistanis in particular. This has
nothing to do with the ethnic cause, even less with
religion, everything to do with Musharrafs wishes. Let it
be added that the second reason given is to get together an
all-embracing government is not on either. Several
- countries, including France and even Britain have on
' occasions agreed that inclusion of Taliban in the new
government in Kabul is not possible. Here are Pakistanis
and Arabs, in large numbers and in formations, indulging |
in atrocmes which have caused children to spit on their
bodies and eheermg crowds to roar on Kabul’s streets,
Dea Ta@ban’ Death to Pakistan! ;

Heré 38’ a pickle for the Americans. Their best ally, a —
very unﬂerstandmg one — who took two billion dollars for :
the use of airfields, doctored intelligence and moral
support — not a bad deal come to think of it, is found |
- fighting alongside their worst enemy the Taliban and |
 participating in atrocities, murder, torture, ambushes and |
promises of eternal war begmmng from the outrages in |
New York and Washington on September 11. They are also |
- found in unholy embrace and on the closest possible terms |
with other terrorists, officially encouraged trained, -
financed, and sent into ‘Whatever it takes to win the jihad.
And the ‘Americans can do nothing about it, except to tell
.Musharraf that they may noy the able to find a place for
his friends, the Taliban at phe head table. Smaﬂp price to

pay, don’t you think? /




akistan seals Af ghan borde

@
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ISLAMABAD 16 NOVEMBER
PAKISTAN, ON Friday, said it hys
sealed  its borders  wit
Afghanistan by deploying addi-
tional troops and border security
personnel to prevent fleeing
Taliban and terror mastermind
Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda net-
work personnel from entering its
territory.

Defence spokesman Major
General Rashid Qureshi told
reporters here that Pakistan
moved some of its troops to bol-
ster the large number of border
guards and equipment to seal the
2,500-km border with
Afghanistan.

He, however, denied reports
that the Pakistan army has moved
battle tanks along the Afghan bor-
der.

Asked about the number of
troops moved, Maj Gen Qureshi
said: “Not a very large movement.
Regular troops have been moved.
They have been moved to certain
areas to ensure that those areas
are sealed.”

The situation at the Afghan
border was reviewed on Friday at
[ a high level meeting presided
over by the Pakistan President,

prevent Taliban fllghtyé

SHUTTERS DOWN ON ESCAPE

General Pervez Musharraf, Maj
Gen Qureshi said.

He said a comprehensive
briefing on the situation in
Afghanistan was provided at the
meeting which was attended by
governors of the border states,
north western frontier province
and Baluchistan province along
with top army commanders .

He said $73 million, promised
by the US to strengthen security
at the border with Afghanistan,

has not yet been received by the -
Pakistan government.

The allocation was made as
part of a billion-dollar assistance
announced by the US on
Thursday to bail out Pakistan
from its present crisis.  Replying
to a question, Maj Gen Qureshi
said Pakistan was in touch with
the UN to verify reports of killing
of some Pakistanis in the battle
for control of the Afghan town of
Mazar-e-Sharif.
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ERTAIN PARTNERS-II

2% India Needs To Be Vigilant “(U

MERICANS have prepa-
Aj'ed themselves for a pro-

onged campaign. Ame-
rican strategists are aware that
they are waging in Afghanistan
a kind of combat unfamiliar to
Americans growing up in the
shadow of World War II, Korea,
Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.
This is a war in which the Ame-
ricans have reconciled them-
selves to the risk of accepting
casualties.

Even after three weeks of
heavy bombing, the Taliban
remain defiant and have dug
themselves in for a

By SANKAR SEN

tan’s vital support at a bargain.

It has to be borne in mind that
Egypt’s debt write-off which is
often quoted as a model for
Pakistan’s political and econo-
mic turnaround followed a
fundamental change in Egypt’s
regional policy. Egypt recog-
nised Israel and opted for a
long-term regional settlement
after signing the Camp David
accords. Before any debt write
off, America will perhaps insist
and ensure that, Pakistan total-

amme is in their national
interest. Arrest of Pakistan’s
nuclear experts on a tip-off
from the FBI for their links
with the jihadi outfits must
have aggravated the USA’s
concern.

Again though Pakistan is in-
veighing against North Allian-
ce, America needs them for the
messy ground operations, Al-
ready Colin Powell has made
clear that the USA will not care
much for Pakistan’s views and
feelings in this matter. It has
been signed up for loyal service

protracted guerril- |
la conflict by re-
treating to moun-
tain hideouts, pri-
vate homes and
mosques to wait for
the invading grou-
nd troops. Bin La-
den and the Tali-
ban are hoping to
draw the US into
the trap that dev-
oured the Soviet
Union. As the war
is prolonged, the
USA will expect
more help from
Pakistan and ask |
for not only logis- |
tical support but
also secure bases
from where they
will be able to dep-
loy their troops
deep inside Afghanistan. This
demand Musharraf will possib-
ly find difficult to accommodate
and the Pak-American rela-
tionship will gradually, but
inevitably, turn sour.

TRADE OFFS

At present to mollify Pakistan
and shore up its economic con-
dition and boost Musharrafs
image, the West has promised
economic assistance. A ban on
military sales to Pakistan has
been lifted and a new agree-
ment eases the immediate
_burden of $329 million in debt
on which Pakistan had defaul-
ted. Washington has pledged $
50 million in aid, Japan has
come up with $ 41 million and
the European Union has mat-
ched that assistance. India
should not feel unhappy at this
since a bankrupt Pakistan is
not in India’s national interest.
Though economic assistance
has started trickling in, it will
be unrealistic to expect that all
creditors will write off Pakis-
tan’s debts for which Mushar-
raf is pressing. The Japanese
have already indicated that
they are reluctant to write off
the debt despite their support.
Economic packages offered by
Britain and United States fall
short of wiping out Pakistan’s $
36 billion outstanding debt.
Though Western assistance
will enable Pakistan to avert
immediate economic disaster,
one Pakistani journalist (Ayaz
Amir), has pointed out that $
50 million gifted by Bush to
Pakistan would be the cost of
bombing Afghanistan for three
, or four days and the Americans
have been able to get Pakis-

and paid the wages
and should not
| protest too much.
| The outcome of
i the Afghan war re-
mains unclear and
uncertain. There is
| a real danger that
it may trigger off
chaos in Pakistan.
A crisis unites
.| countries. The op-
posite has happen-
ed in Pakistan. The
current predica-
ment has widened
the cracks and
divisions in that
| country and may
erode its cohesive-
ness. Unman-
ageable turmoil in
Pakistan will not
e in India’s

ly delink itself from terrorism
and make a lasting peace with
India under America sponsor-
ship. Thus the USA, Japan and
Western Allies will bolster
Pakistan in the short run and
watch and wait for future
events to unfold themselves.

Another unintended impact of
American bombing is that it
has caused massive dislocation.
Thousands of displaced Afghan
refugees have become vulner-
able as winter approaches. This
is likely to take a heavy toll of
lives among the impoverished
people of Afghanistan. A hu-
man tragedy of gigantic propor-
tions is round the corner. Be-
cause of the rising tide of anti-
Americanism in Pakistan and
the sustained tirade against
Musharraf by the radical Isla-
mic parties, there is a distinct
possibility of Musharraf being
destabilised by fanatic ele-
ments in the Army acting in
concert with Islamic funda-
mentalists.

INSECURITY
The Mullah-military nexus

which came into existence in
the Eighties remains quite
strong. This will create a terri-
ble situation where the USA
will have to think of plans to
neutralise Pakistan’s nuclear
capabilities. Already America
has suggested to Pakistan that
it should improve and streng-
then the security of its nuclear
assets as it is worried about
nuclear weapons falling into
the wrong hands. It is trying to
persuade the Musharraf ad-
ministration that a kind of joint
command and control presence
over Pakistan’s nuclear pro-

interest. We will
then be at the receiving end.
Hence developments in- Pakis-
tan have to be closely watched
and counter-measures planned
in advance.

KASHMIR
Beleaguered rulers of Pakis-
tan will definitely try to
provoke trouble in Kashmir
and other places in India as a
diversionary move. New York

Times has cautioned the US :

against allowing Musharraf a
free hand with regard to
Islamic extremists in Kashmir.
However, it is not known how
far Washington at this stage
will be able and willing to hold
back Pakistan.

Induction of the Fidayeen
(suicide squads) has introduced
a new dimension in Kashmir
militancy. The suicide squads
may now try to strike against
our vital assets not only in
Kashmir, but in other places of
the country. Military ripostes
consisting of crossing the LoC
and attacking Pakistani terro-
rist centres is not practicable at
the present juncture. This may
boomerang on India and at-
tract a large-scale war which
will not be in India’s interest.
However, a number of steps
can be taken to improve our
vigilance and enhance prepare-

dness to foil sneak attacks by

the terrorists.

We have to plug holes in our
security and intelligence
apparatus. It is also necessary
to educate the public on the
terrorists’ goals and tactics and
ensure public support for the
anti-terrorist measures taken
by the government.

(Concluded),
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? C7 OUNTING civilian ca-
sualties as a result of
ceaseless  American

bombing is adding another di-
mension to the war in Afgha-

! nistan. Anglo-American air

strikes are no longer targeted

and proportional. Innocent
civilians are becoming victims

' of the attack and this loss of

' civilian lives is .slowly, but

| inexorably, turning public opi-

© nion, particularly in the Isla-
mic world, against America and
deepening the divide between
the West and Islamic world. In
Pakistan, Ameri-
ca’s key ally in the
campaign, public
opinion which was §
earlier supportive
of the President

Musharrafs policy

of unstinted coope-

ration with the

United States, is

turning increasing-

ly hostile against

this attack on a

fellow Muslim na- |,

tion. .

General Mushar-

raf is now caught

in a cleft stick. On

American  pres-

sure, he decided to

make a “U” turn
and ditch the Tali-
ban and extend full
support to America

1 Musharraf Caught In Cleft Stic

By SANKAR SEN

mood Ahmed, Chief of the Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI), by
Lt. Gen. Ehsan-ul-Haq, a mod-
erate professional bereft of
political’ ambitions. General
Ahmed was a strong proponent
of the pro-Taliban policies of
the Pakistan Government and
was opposed to the alliance
with the US. He also supported
Mullah Omar’s adamant stand
of not surrendering Osama.

It is aptly said that in Pak-
istan’s politics, the king-maker

i

in its campaign
against terror in Afghanistan.
General Musharraf justified
this policy reversal as neces-
sary in the national interest. To
his credit, it must be said that
he accepted the sudden and
dramatic shift in the situation,
understood that the old - pro-
Taliban policy of the Pakistan
Government lies buried in the
debris of the World Trade
Center and changed his stand
i accordingly.

SUPPLE LEADER

. A less mentally supple leader
would have fallen a martyr to
his own rigidities. He also cle-
verly utilised the situation to
consolidate his position. Ear-
i lier, under cover of Agra sum-
mit, he quietly made himself
the President. Now under the
clouds of the Afghanistan war,
he gave himself an open-ended
extension as Army Chief. He
also reshuffled the Army Com-
mand. All the coup leaders,
who stood by him two years
ago, have now been either

| kicked upstairs or changed.
General Mahmood, Corps
Commander at Rawalpindi,
who took over Islamabad and
arrested Nawaz Sharif during
the October 1999 coup and
General Usmani, Corps Com-
mander at Karachi, who took
over the Karachi airport to en-
sure Musharraf’s safe landing
on his return from Colombo,
were relegated to unimportant
posts, proving the maxim that
power brooks neither rivals,
nor a sense of obligation and an
authoritarian ruler never likes
to live under a shadow of grati-
tude. But the most startling
i change was the replacement of
}his old trusted friend, Mah-

The author is a former Direc-
} tor, National Police Academy.

seldom outlasts the king. In
1971 Lt. Gen. Gul Hassan part-
ed company with Yahya Khan
and his coterie and played a
key role in Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s
rise to power, but after
appointing him as the Army
Chief, Bhutto had been re-
moved within 90 days.

The change of guard at the ISI
was probably done at the prom-
pting of the CIA, which com-
plained of lack of cooperation
from the ISI. India reportedly
tipped off the USA that the ISI
financially backed the WTC
suicide hijacker, Mohammad
Atta. The CIA’s disenchant-
ment with the ISI is bound to
grow further in future. Indeed,
it is very doubtful if the new
ISI chief will be able to control
this “rogue elephant”. The ISI
has now become an invisible
government with about 40,000
officers and staff. It has
thousands of Pashtun-speaking
Pakistanis and freelance
Afghan spies and has over the
years developed very intimate
contacts with the very heart of
the terror network in
Afghanistan.

JEHADI ELEMENTS

Though Musharraf has pro-
mised intelligence-sharing, it is
uncertain as to how much real
help will be forthcoming from
the ISI. Some time during
1999, the CIA’s plot to train 60
Pakistani commandos to cap-
ture bin Laden failed because
at the last moment the ISI
dragged its feet. Again, a very
large number of ISI officers as
well as the field operatives em-
brace Islamic fundamentalism,
and it is very unlikely that they
would provide hard intelligence
about bin Laden, Mullah Omar
and their cohorts. It will be
very difficult, if not impossible,

N PARTNERS-|
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for the new ISI chief, to

overhaul the agency filled with

Islamic sympathisers. Further,

the capacity of a powerful and

well-entrenched intelligence

apparatus to make mischief is '

immense and incalculable and

there is great likelihood of the

ISI clandestinely helping the
Taliban "and mounting covert
operations in concert with the
disaffected elements in the

_army to muddy the waters for

Musharraf and put him on a
tight spot.

In Pakistan protests against

: Musharraf “policy

of abjectly suppor-

ting the USA” are

becoming louder

and shriller. Ini-

tially protests by

Afghan

employed and un-
employable (to use
the words of the
Pakistani journa-
list Irfan Hussain),
| were of manage-
able proportions
and Musharraf
placed their num-
bers at not more
than 15 per cent of
the population. In-
deed, a majority of
Pakistanis are mo-
derates and not

hard-headed jehadis. !
In fact, religious parties have |
never won more than five per -

cent of the national votes and
sent more than six members to
the National Assembly at any
time. But these shock-troopers
who are getting increasingly

armed constitute a dangerous '
force because of their fervour

and ferocity.

PUBLIC MOOD
And no Pakistani leader du-
ring the last twenty years has
dared to stand up to them and
call their bluff. The moderate
public opinion in Pakistan, the
silent majority, initially sup-
ported Musharraf’s stand ag-
ainst the Islamic warriors.
Thus ironically in acknow-
ledging and supporting moder-
ate viewpoints, Musharraf, an
unelected military ruler, has
done what successive elected
governments failed to achieve.

So far though cities like !

Karachi, Quetta and Peshawar,
have witnessed protest rallies,
Punjab, the biggest province in
Pakistan, has not boiled over,
though the storm clouds are
gathering.

Incidentally, the Punjabis

constitute 64 per cent of Pak- :

istan’s army and 90 per cent of
its officer cadre. But as the war
drags on with unabated bom-

| the holy warriors !
and the agitated
refugees, '
generally un-

bing, sometimes going off the

target and

damage, the public mood in

Pakistan is changing and beco- |

ming distinctly anti-American.
This is compounding the worry
of Musharraf, who wants a

causing severe .

quick and surgical action and a °

speedy resolution of the Afghan
crisis. If Enduring Freedom

‘endures for months, he will be

trapped in a maze of problems.
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7Pék. curbe‘@on Zaéﬁ briefings

By B. Muralidhar Reddy G i opportunity to launch attacks oy United Arab iryes snapped

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 6. The Pakistan
Government is said to have di-
rected the Taliban embassy here
to ‘“restrict” its activities and
asked its envoy, Mullah Abdul Sa-
laam Zaeef, not to brief the press
daily.

The briefings of Mullah Zaeef,
who is the only Taliban envoy
anywhere in the world, are em-
barrassing to both Islamabad and
Washington as he is not only at-
tracting a good number of jour-
nalists but also using the

the U.S.-led military campaign in
Afghanistan.

Today Mullah Zaeef was in the
Pakistan Foreign Office but the
spokesman, Mr. Aziz Khan, main-
tained that nothing important
was discussed with him.

With a virtual ban by the Tali-
ban on the entry of journalists in-
to Afghanistan and with little
credible information coming in,
Mullah Zaeef’s conferences are a
big draw for the several journal-
ists camping here.

After Saudi Arabia and the

A bomb released by a U.S. F-18 plane explodes on a Taliban
position in Kohbacha, 25 km north of Kabul, on Tuesday.
U.S. warplanes attacked Taliban guns bearing down on an
opposition-held airfield north of Kabul, and the opposition

claimed a battlefield victory near the northem city of

Mazar-e-Sharlf.— Reuters

diplomatic ties dfter the Septem-
ber 11 attacks, Pakistan is the on-
ly country that maintains its
relations with the Taliban. Isla-
mabad has refused to do so, say-
ing that the Taliban embassy
served as a useful window to the
rest of the world to carry on hu-
manitarian work inside Afghan-
istan.

But it appears that the daily

e ————

briefings and the ‘“propaganda
war” being carried out from the
Embassy premises have proved
too much for both Islamabad and
Washington. Such is the impact
of the campaign run by the em-
bassy that the U.S. is planning to
set-up an office of communica-
tions experts here to counter the
“propaganda’. The U.S. Embassy
has circulated a backgrounder ti-
tled ‘Catalogue of lies’ listing the
various Taliban claims since Sep-
tember 30 and, more particularly,
after the U.S. began its military
campaign on October 7.

In his briefing on Monday,
Mullah Zaeef sympathised with
the families of American soldiers
who had died in action and said
that those who had not contacted
their families after October 20
and later after November 3

should be considered dead. ~1+~

He claimed 95 U.S. soldiers had
been killed in Afghanistan till
date and that there was no way of
identifying them. as their bodies

had got mutilated.

The Taliban had handed over
the body of john Bolton, an
American spy who had entered
Afghanistan under the name of
Mazhar Ayub, to the Internation-
al Red Cross Society.

He regretted that the United
Nations was playing politics in-
stead of providing aid to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan.

Another report W

L
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/ w® Pakistan’s T{apmﬂ/

Whlle there are reports in the Pakistani pYes§ about Indian armour
being deployed in Jammu, Indian authorities, have indicated that
Pakistan has moved its armour and infantry frward in two areas.
Though such movements in particular sectors may not be a prelude to
general hostilities, there is no denying that they raise tensions between
the two countries. Each side will charge the other with making the first
move, and describe its own as a defensive reaction. In this case,
Islamabad took the first step, and New Delhi is reacting to it militarily.
Instead, India ought to analyse Pakistan’s current show of belliger-
ence and respond to it also in non-military terms, so as to project to the
world that India is exercising maximum restraint, thus ensuring that
Islamabad does not derive any diplomatic advantage vis-a-vis New
Delhi. The US needs the full co-operation of General Musharraf in its
campaign in Afghanistan. There have been reports of Pakistan’s Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) not toeing Islamabad’s, official line and
allowing supplies to get through to the Taliban. Moreover, Pakistani
border guards have permitted a thousand armed Pakistani jehadis to
cross over into Afghanistan to join the Taliban. On his part, General
Musharraf has cracked down on pro-Taliban elements — who
constitute a sizeable percentage of Pakistan’s population — by pro-
hibiting all processions and rallies. Inexorably, he is being pushed
along a path which will bring him into conflict with the jehadi ele-
ments. At this stage, Washington and its allies are bent on ensuring that
General Musharraf is left with no option but to cleanse his country of
the propagators of jehad. In this context, tension on the Indo-Pak-
istani border is very unwelcome to the western powers.

However, even while being coerced to go along with the US,
General Musharraf would like to raise the ante on the Indo-Pakistani
border so that he can try and enlist American sympathies against India
when he and Atal Behari Vajpayee are in Washington next week. US
defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld, who will shortly visit New Delhi
and Islamabad, is likely to tell both India and Pakistan to cool things
down. India should rightly respond by asking Mr Rumsfeld to lean on
General Musharraf to stop cross-border terrorism. New Delhi needs
to take some initiatives to enlist Washington’s support and
demonstrate to the world that India is observing maximum restraint.
As a first step, India should call for immediate talks between the
two directors-general of military operations and offer to pull back
forces in a reciprocal move. Indian political leaders should stop
shooting from the hip, and resist the temptation of pandering to
the rank and file of their respective parties. This is particularly
necessary in the context of the ruling party’s ongoing national
executive meeting. The Indian leadership needs to be extra careful not
to walk into a trap set by provocative pronouncements on the
Pakistani side, however high a level they may emanate from. New
Delhi has to focus on persuading the US and the world that the
campaign against terrorism will be incomplete until Pakistan, which
was responsible for the creation of the Taliban, is free of jehadi
elements. Allowing tensions to rige across the border and th/{me of
Control is not the best strategy to achieve this aim.




Musharraf -

U-turn on®
Ra an pause

Islama /Washington, October 31

THE PAKISTANI President
bowed last night to US pressure
by announcing he would no
longer press Washington to aban-
don its bombing campaign in
Afghanistan during Ramzan.

“One has to achieve the objec-
tive of the military operation,”
Gen Musharraf said. His volte-
face follows a meeting on Mon-
day with General Tommy
Franks, who is leading the mili-
tary campaign in Afghanistan.

Saudi Arabia, however, again
asked for a pause in the strikes
during Ramzan. Prince Turki as-
Sudairi today said that Mushar-
raf might be toppled if the US
continued to bomb Afghanistan
during the holy month.

Gen Musharraf said he saw
the growing possibility of a re-
volt against the Taliban paving
the way for a political solution
that would end the need for the
daily bombing.

“No, it’s not wishful thinking,”
he said when pressed about the
prospect of desertions among the
Pashtuns who back the Taliban.
He said he would open his coun-
try’s borders with Afghanistan if
the international community

agreed to foot the bill.
‘2 destroyed’
US boshbs siruck two “villages in

eastern Afghamstan flattening
40 to 50 houses, a Taliban official
said in Jalalabad. “Ambulances
have been sent to Baloch and Ba-
rina but they have not yet come
back, so we do not know how
many people have been killed.”
HTC & Agencies
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ak. begins talks to

isrend blockaderc

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 30. Alarmed over
reports of continued blockade of
the Karakoram Highway (KKH)
by the pro-Taliban supporters in
the North-West Frontier Province
— to protest the Musharraf re-
gime’s support to the U.S. mil-
itary campaign in Afghanistan —
the Pakistan Government has
started negotiations with leaders
of the protesters.

The Press Secretary to the Pa-
kistan President, Maj. Gen. Rash-
id Quereshi, said at a news
conference here today that the
Government was hopeful of a
breakthrough in a day or two.

The blockade of the KKH for
the fifth day has caused serious
concern to the Government.

The highway is the lifeline of
Northern Areas and links Pakis-
tan to China.

‘Abandoned airstrip’

The ‘airstrip’ occupied by the
pro-Taliban elements (mostly tri-
besmen) had been abandoned
long ago and was no longer in
use, Maj. Gen. Quereshi said. “It
is the ground on which children
were playing cricket. If some peo-
ple go and squat on it, it does not
amount to capture of an airstrip.”

The blockade is undoubtedly
the most serious challenge faced
by Islamabad since it decided to
extend its unstinted cooperation
to the U.S. in its fight against Osa-
ma bin Laden, the Al-Qaeda and

the Taliban. It clearly does not
want to resort to strong-arm tac-
tics as it could precipitate mat-
ters.

Denying reports in a section of
the media that Pakistan had
handed over three of its former
nuclear scientists to the U.S. au-
thorities, Maj. Gen. Quereshi said
“there is absolutely no truth in
them.”

However, two of the scientists
associated with the Pakistan+
Atomic Energy Commission had
been questioned by the author-
ities as they had floated a non-
governmental organisation, in-
volved in Afghanistan.

“The two scientists were not
connected with nuclear weap-
ons-related programmes. We ~
have gathered that the scientists
were travelling to Afghanistan to
teach Afghans about aiternate
cropping after the Taliban
banned poppy cultivation.” i

Reacting angrily to the report
in the New Yorker magazine that
a special U.S. unit was training
with Israeli commandos to re-
move Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
to safety in case of a coup against
the Pakistan President, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, Maj. Gen. Que-
reshi said ‘“the U.S. State
Department has already denied
the report. It is a ridiculous state-
ment... Let me say with all the au-
thority at my command that there
is no question of anyone attempt- -

ing such a thing.
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f Pro-Tallban men take over
*OPpak. dlstrlct airstrip

?ﬁy . Muralidhar Reddy HO h11e the militia respected the

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 29. Armed sup-
porters of the Taliban took ad-
ministrative control of the Chillas
district — about 350 km north
east of Peshawar — and its isolat-
ed airstrip, on Sunday and, in the
Northern Areas, thousands of Ta-
liban supporters blocked the Silk
Route on the Karakoram Highway
for the fourth day today protest-
ing the Musharraf Government's
support to the U.S.

Reports said that about 2,000
armed students of religious semi-
naries took over the airstrip in
Chillas and threatened to blast
aircraft and helicopters.

In another development, the
Pakistan Government stopped
about 12,000 armed activists of
the Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-
Muhammaadi from crossing over
to the Afghan province of Kunar
from Bajaur area.

The Taliban has also refused to
accept “jehadi” convoys from Pa-
kistan, saying there was no need
for such armies now. Its Ambas-

sentiments of those wanting to
join the “jehad” (holy war)
against the U.S,, the time had not
yet come to utilise their services.

The Urdu daily, Jang, however,
said two convoys, comprising
1,700 people from Dir (upper) and
Bonir areas, left for Afghanistan
on Sunday to take part in the “je-
had.” The local administration
made no attempt to Stop or resist
their departure, it said and
claimed that more than 40,000
people had enrolled. The biggest
convoy left from Shringal area in
47 vehicles.

‘Some parts disturbed’

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Riaz Mohammad
Khan, said during the regular
briefing that the situation in some
parts were ‘‘disturbed” and that
the Government was trying to
persuade the pro-Taliban ele-
ments to refrain from precipitat-
ing  matters. Amid these
developments, the United States
Central Command Chief of the

sador to Pakistan, Mullah Abdul

Armed Forces, Mr. Tommy Frank,
Salaam Zaeef, told reporters that

arrived here on an unscheduled

N-weapons not ruled out?

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 29. The Bush administration has refused to rule out
the possibility of using nuclear weapons in its campaign against Af-
ghanistan if the present military hardware is unable to flush out terror-
ists and their operational facilities from the underground tunnels and
caves. The Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, maintained in a
Sunday talk show that “the 5,000 pound bombs are going to be able to
do the job of hitting the Al-Qaeda in their underground facilities. But
when pressed for an answer on whether or not the U.S. would rule out
the use of nuclear weapons, especially the smaller tactical nuclear
weapons, he said, “I don’t rule out anything”.

/‘I{ere has been at least one person on Capitol Hill — Congressman
Steve Buyer of Indiana - who has taken the position that if the United
States is unable to make much headway with the 5000 pounders to
penetrate and level the cave facilities of the Al- Qaeda, the adminis-
tration should think about using tactical nuclear weapons, not the
larger ones in the stockpile.

During the talk show, Mr. Rumsfeld was reminded that in the Gulf
War, the U.S. had deliberately refused to rule out a nuclear strike should
Mr. Saddam Hussein resort to a nuclear, chemical or biological attack.

As far as the situation in Afghanistan was concerned, Mr. Rumsfeld
would go no more than geiterating what he had said on earlier occa-
sions. “The U.S. has histari¢ully refused to rule out the use of weapons
like that,” the Defence Secretary remarked.

Pak. rejects ‘even the thought’
B. Muralidhar Reddy reports from Islamabad:

Pakistan on Monday rejected “even the thought” of using nuclear
weapons tactically or otherwise in Afghanistan.

“We firmly and categorically reject even the thought of using nuclear
weapons tactically or otherwise,” the Pakistan Foreign Office spokes-
man, Mr, Riaz Mohammad Khan, told correspondents in response to a
question about a statement attributed Mr. Rumsfeld on use of nuclear
weapons in Afghanistan.

visit and met Gen. Musharraf and
the top military brass.

U.S. on the verge of

major offensive
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 29. The U.S. may
be on the verge of taking on the
Taliban militia in a major and de-
cisive way, while the Northern Al-
liance is planning a major
offensive around Mazar-e-Sharif.
The opposition hopes that when
it begins the ‘“final operation”
against the Taliban, the U.S. air
support will be there in a big way.

All eyes are on Mazar-e- Sharif,
the major supply link from Uzbe-
kistan.

Osama hideout hit

A Reuters report from Kabul
quoting CNN says that U.S. war-
planes hit an area of caves and
tunnels in eastern Afghanistan to-
day known as a hideout of Osama
bin Laden, killing two persons.
Kandahar — stronghold of the Ta-
liban supreme leader, Mullah
Mohammad Omar — came under
fierce attack through the night
and into the dawn.

N-scientist held again

An AP report from Islamabad
said that a top nuclear scientist,
Sultan Bashiru-din Mehmood,
questioned by the Government
for his alleged ties with Taliban,
was released briefly, then de-
tained again, family members
said today. He was told he was
wanted for further interrogation.

ALL IN THE GAME
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy (

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 28. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
today expressed a desire for re-
sumption of dialogue with India
“by reviving the format” agreed

In the course of a joint press
conference here with the visiting
German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard
Schroeder, he also complained
about the ‘persistent hostility’ be-
ing demonstrated by India seeking
a ‘hegemonic role’ in the region.

It was for the first time since the
September 11 attacks that Gen.
Musharraf was making a reference

" to the Agra Summit and to the so-
called ‘format’. He was obviously
pointing to the draft joint declara-
tion that could not be signed due
to differences on both sides over
some of the contentious issues, in-
cluding’Kashmir.

In the presence of the German
Chancellor the Pakistan President
once again referred to Kashmir as
the core issue of tensions and the
need for its resolution in accord-
ance with the ‘wishes of the Kash-
miri people’ as per the United
Nations Resolutions.

He said that Indian allegations
of ‘cross-border terrorism’ were
self-serving and accused New Del-
hi of trying to create problems for
Pakistan in the wake of the situa-
tion arising out of the September
11 terror attacks.

The situation in Afghanistan,
particularly in the wake of the
three-week old military campaign
by the U.S.-led coalition and the
growing civilian casualties in the
war were the main topics of dis-
cussion between the Pakistan
President and the German Chan-
cellor in the course of their two-
and-half-hour discussions.

he German Chancellor echoed

the sentiments of Gen. Musharraf

|

upon at the Agra Summit in July. -

The Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf (right), having a
word with the German Chancelior, Mr. .Gerhard Schrosder, In
Islamabad on Sunday. =< Reuters*

on the need for India and Pakistan
to resume the process of dialogue
to resolve their differences.

Delhi to convey
its view
By Atul Aneja
NEW DELHI, OCT. 28. India is set to
undertake a major brainstorming
exercise on Afghanistan with the
visiting German Chancellor, Mr.
Gerhard Schroeder and the Ja-
pan’s former Prime Minister, Mr.
Yosihiro Mori, both of whom ar-
rived here this evening.

During his talks in India, Mr.
Schroeder is certain to hear from
his Indian interlocutors that the
West should shed the.notion of ac-
commodating what are called
“moderate Taliban” in a post-con-
flict government in Afghanistan.
This assertion from the Indian side
will be all the more necessary to
dissuade western nations from
acting in haste for choosing repre-
sentatives of the ethnic Pashtuns
in a new political arrangement in
Afghanistan, analysts here said.

India is expected to covey to the
German Chancellor, the need for
accommodating the representa-

tives of the Northern Alliance in a
new political arrangement in Ka-
bul. The Northern Alliance repre-
sents Afghanistan’s ethnic
minorities including the Tajiks,
Hazaras, Uzbeks and Shias. India
is also willing to consider a role for
the former Afghan King Zahir
Shah.

India and Germany are likely to
find much in common in a U.N.
role in facilitating a post-Taliban
transition in Afghanistan. India
wants the U.N.-sponsored initia-
tive of what are called “six plus
two” countries which have been
designated to bring normality in
Afghanistan to cease. Instead, it
wants a new 15-country initiative
that includes, besides itself, Ger-
many and Japan along with the
five permanent members of the
Security Council to be initiated.

The positioning of a U.N.-sanc- -
tioned ‘military foree during the
transitional phase in Afghanistan
is also likely to come up for dis-
cussions. The United States and
Britain, reportedly favour posi-
tioning a U.N.-sanctioned force
drawn mainly from Islamic coun-
tries to tackle possible incidents of
violence in Afghanistan.

The visit of Mr. Yosihiro Mori is
expected to focus on reconstruct-
ion and humanitarian assistance
to war-torn Afghanistan. '

Mr. Mori is expected to meet the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee and his other semor Cab-

inet colleagues. /
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 27. ‘‘There has
been, I think, a little bit of exces-
sive collateral damage — that
needs to be checked,” the Pakis-
tan President, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, said in an interview to
ABC'’s ‘World News Tonight". He
was referring to U.S. airstrikes on
Afghanistan.

In response to a question
whether too many civilians were
dying in the bombing raids, Gen.
Musharraf said, “Well, one
doesn’t know the figures. This
view of children and women be-
ing injured and suffering is the
collateral damage that I'm talking
of. That's causing considerable
concern all over the world, in-
cluding Pakistan.”

“Personally I would be against
it (hombing during Ramadan) be-
cause that would give an excuse

~for all those who are against the

action in Afghanistan — that
would give them an excuse to
raise their voice more against ac-
tion in Afghanistan,” he said in
response to another question.

In his interview to foreign print
media journalists, the Pakistan
President has said the U.S. should
end the bombing of Afghanistan
soon and switch to a “political
strategy”’ that would produce a
post-Taliban government. He told
them that the best chance the
U.S. had to achieve its primary
goal — capturing or killing Osama
bin Laden and uprooting his Al-
Qaeda terrorist network — rested

with Pakistani-backed efforts to
create a successor government
that would include “moderate”
elements among the Taliban.

Gen. Musharraf listed the
groups Pakistan would like to see
in a new government: tribal elders
and religious leaders from other
ethnic Pashtun groups; the for-
mer Afghan king, Mohammed Za-
hir Shah; and the ethnic Tajik,
Uzbek and Hazara groups that
make up the anti-Taliban North-
ern Alliance.

He told the foreign correspond-
ents that no new government
could survive unless it included
“moderate” Taliban leaders and
groups. “Afghan society must be
represented. And the Taliban

against protracted war..

happen to be one important sec-
tion at the moment.”

Before the meeting with Gen.
Musharraf, the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, told
the foreign correspondents that
“we all talk about the future, but I
can assure you that nobody has
any solutions. There are so many
questions, even in Washington —
one day the Taliban will fall, the
next day it won’t. There is genu-
ine uncertainty”.

‘Power vacuum
must be averted’

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 27. In an interview to
The Daily Telegraph, the Pakistan

President, Gen. Perveg Musharraf,
said the coalition against terror-
ism must be ready with a post-
war political plan to avert a power
vacuum once the fighting was
over.

“If it (the vacuum) is not filled
there will be anarchy and atroc-
ities of the type after the Soviets
left and before the Taliban came,”
he said and insisted that any al-
ternative regime must be ‘“‘home
grown” and include ‘“‘moderate”
Talibans. He sharply questioned
the argument, put forward most
vocally by India, that there was no
such thing as a “‘moderate” Tali-
ban which India’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, has called
an “oxymoron’’.

Call to remove Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 27. The tone and tenor of the pro-
Taliban elements and religious parties in Pakistan
opposed to the U.S. military campaign in Afghan-
istan is getting very aggressive, though the violent
protests witnessed in the first few days after the
October 7 campaign have died down.

On Friday while the Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest
religious party in Pakistan, urged the Army to top-
ple the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
there was a massive demonstration in the port city
of Karachi in protest against the decision of the
Government to join hands with the U.S. in the cam-
paign against the Taliban militia.

At arally in Quetta the JI urged the Army to top-
ple Gen. Musharraf. It was to have been addressed

by the JI chief, Quazi Hussain Ahmed, but he could
not make it to the town as the Government banned
his entry into Baluchistan.

“God willing we will remove Musharraf from
power and drag him on to the streets,” the deputy
head of the Jamaat-i-Islami, Mr. Liaquat Baluchi,
told the rally organised in support of the Taliban
militia. “We also ask the Pakistan Army, its corps
commanders and staff officers to take a decision
according to their conscience and rid the nation of
Musharraf to save the country’s future from dete-
rioration, because he is now a risk for the country’s
security,” he said.

The acting leader of the pro-Taliban Jamaat Ule-
ma-i-Islam (JUI) party, Maulana Abdul Ghani, said
Islamic parties would launch “direct action” if Gen.
Musharraf did not change his pro-American policy.

2
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“Pak. embarrassed ovel k|l||

By B. Muralidhar Reddy {

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 24. Pakistan is
embarrassed over reports of the
deaths of many Harkat-ul-Muja-
hideen activists in the U.S.-led air
raids on Kabul on Tuesday even
as hundreds of Afghan tribal
chiefs and clerics began a two-day
conclave at Peshawar, capital of
the North West Frontier Province,
to debate on the ‘post- Taliban’
scenario.

There was a great deal of drama
during the day at the Afghan bor-
der as initially the Pakistani bor-
der guards refused to allow the
bodies of the eight Pakistani mil-
itants — reportedly killed in the
Kabul air raid yesterday — to be
brought into the country. The
guards subsequently relented as
tension mounted in the port city
of Karachi over the delay in the

arrival of the bodies. \’“) \

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Riaz Mohammad
Khan, maintained that Islamabad
had no information on the death
of the alleged Pakistani militants
in Kabul. It had been repeatedly
urging the Taliban, even before
the September 11 attacks, not to
allow any Pakistanis to be trained
or sheltered on its soil.

“We have been asking the Tali-
ban government to hand over
persons who are convicted or
wanted in cases in Pakistan re-
portedly hiding in different parts
of Afghanistan. We have no infor-
mation about any Pakistanis who
have crossed over to Afghanistan.
I am not in a position to confirm
or deny the death of Pakistanis in
the Kabul air raid.”

The incident should be a matter
of concern to the Musharraf Gov-

ernment a'syém tated position of
the regime afterlthe U.S. decision
of freezing the Hhrkat’s assets was
that the organisation did not exist
in Pakistan.

We will kill Americans,
says Taliban envoy

Reuters reports:

The Taliban Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef,
today vowed that the movement
would not hand over Osama bin
Laden, even at the cost of every
life in Afghanistan. Afghanistan
was ready to attack the U.S. — if

ng o

only it had the resources — and
vowed to kill Americans in re-
venge for the killing of Afghans.

“We are not going to hand over
Osama bin Laden to them,” Mul-
lah Zaeef said, ‘if they were to kill
all of the nation of Afghanistan,
we will not hand over Osama be-
cause we have law, we have re-
spect for the honour of
Afghanistan, we have the culture
of Afghanistan and this is against
the Afghan culture.”

Though negotiation was not~
ruled out, his country was ready
to fight to the last drop of its
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of Harkat cadre

blood in defence of honour.

Plea for multinatlonal
force: Page 11

M HINDU
Our office will remain closed
today on account of Ayudha
Pooja and there will be no
issue of THE HINDU dated
26th October 2001.
Consequently, the Friday
Review supplement has been
released with today’s issue.

JOINT MANAGING
DIRECTOR
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for Pak. b

By B. Muralidhar Reddy ()¢

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 24 The Western
bloc continues to bestow ‘mone-
tary’ benefits on Pakistan ever
since it decided to side with the
United States in its fight against
international terrorism, in gener-
al, and the Taliban militia and
Osama bin Laden, in particular.

The World Bank has approved a
$300 million credit for the Pakis-
tan Banking Sector Restructuring
and Privatisation Project. The
Bank approved the project as Pa-
kistan is working to develop a
competitive private banking sys-
tem, free from the “interference
of vested interests and operating
under a strong regulatory frame-

. work”’. Pakistan'is also developing
i a more effective banking court
_ system.

“Pakistan has made good pro-
gress in reforming its banking sys-

\/
id Bank loan

ing sy
7 \

em over the‘éast fouf years,” said
Mr. Joe Pernia, World Bank Lead
Financial Sector Specialist for the
South Asia Region.

The project follows a $250 mil-
lioh World Bank loan in 1997, (co-

financed with another $250 mil-

lion by Japan) which supported
the initial stages of Pakistan's na-

tional banking reform pro-
gramme that year.
The Bank said that a new bank-

ing court system had processed
nearly half of pending loan de-
fault cases at an unprecedented
rate. Higher quality new loans,
combined with improved loan re-
covery and resolution of problem
loans, had helped the banking
system achieve improvements in
capital adequacy, asset quality,

* efficiency and profitability. Dis-

closure standards, fundamental
to the reform programme, had
become much more stringent.

Z

S SN
~ T Li1 wEa”
< b .
—

50



Pakistan in parley with Haqqa

that any defections were taklné/\he could travel to

Aditya Sinha & Agencies j\I’
Peshawar, October 20 {

PAKISTAN TODAY admitted
that Jalaluddin Haggani, the
Taliban’s southern military
commander and Minister for
Border Affairs, was in the coun-
try and had held talks with Pak-
istani officials (read ISI officers).

The Taliban said Pakistan had
given satisfactory assurances to
the militia during “special
talks” recently. “These were spe-
cial talks... I am satisfied. But 1
cannot disclose the contents of
| the meeting,” Haqqani said. He

told Radio Tehran that he was
schedy®™ ' to meet Pakistan offi-

" cials today. Haggani has been
holding most of his meetings in
Miranshah, in the federally-
administered tribal agency of
North Waziristan in the NWFP.
The Pakistani Government
spokesperson too-admitted that
Hagqani had met several offi-
cials. He pointed out that
Haqgani did not start out as a
talib, but had cut his teeth in the
resistance to the Soviet Union.
This perhaps is to lay the
ground for Haqgani in case he
decides to switch sides. He is
important to Pakistan for it
wants to keep calling the shots
in a post-Taliban dispensation.
Haqqani, however, denied

place. In an interview to The
News published today, he said
the Taliban were eagerly await-
ing the arrival of US troops so
that they could do what they
had done to the Soviets.

He said Osama was in good
spirits and the Taliban defences
were relatively untouched. “Let
me say clearly that Osama is not
only safe and sound, he is also
in good spirits,” he said.

Hagqani avoided questions
about his presence in Pakistan
at a time when the US continues
to attack Taliban strongholds.
Another question that
remained unanswered was how

'HE HINDUSTAN TIME»

2130 2T

interpreter.

Haqqani derided the North-
ern Alliance as stooges of India,
Iran and Russia, and asked the
Pakistanis if they really wanted
a new Government in
Afghanistan. He claimed that a
new Government would mean
that Pakistan would lose its
strategic depth vis-a-vis India.

The admission of Haqgani’s
visit is interesting, for it was
said that he had accompanied
Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil
Ahmed Muttawakil to Pakistan.
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S THE US -led military

campaign in Afghanistan

takes an ugly turn, with

claims of growing civilian
causalties, the military Govern-
ment in Pakistan is faced with a
sensitive situation. It is not just
the challenge posed by the pro-
Taliban elements, who have
sought to demonstrate their
might by aggressive street pro-
tests. The Bush Administration’s
approach towards a whole range
of issues related to Afghanistan
and the attitude of India are also
complicating matters for the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

Actually, there is no surprise
element in the noisy demonstra-
tions, that have taken a violent
turn in some parts, organised by
the religious outfits. The fears of
large-scale disturbances have
been proved wrong. No doubt
there is widespread anger among
the Pakistanis against Washing-

The military is in
command of the
situation in Pakistan...
but the initiative could
slip out of Gen.
Musharraf’s hands if

the international -

community does not
help, says

B. Muralidhar Reddy.

ton’s ‘arrogant’ attitude, but the
overwhelming majority has cho-
sen not to respond to the funda-
mentalists’ call.

This is no small consolation for
the Musharraf Government con-
sidering the nature of some of the
decisions it was forced to take
post-September 11. A month ago
it was unthinkable that Islamabad
would actually declare war on the
Taliban. Such was the impact of
September 11 that it was left with
little option. What is more impor-
tant, Gen. Musharraf survived de-
spite stiff resistance from the
hardliners.

By some deft moves (under
pressure from the international
community?) Gen. Musharraf has
succeeded in isolating the extre-
mist elements and rallying
around most of the mainstream
political parties for now. The mil-
itary is in command of the situa-
tion, notwithstanding the
sporadic incidents of violence ex-

aggerated by a section of the in-
ternational media.

Gen. Musharraf also took some
‘bold’ decisions to purge the army
of elements perceived as soft on
the fundamentalists, including
the ISI chief. Analysts in Pakistan
believe the changes are to portray
the military as liberal and profes-
sional and willing to cooperate
with the world community

As an analysis in the London-
based Jjane's Defence Week-
ly pointed out, the new ISI chief,
Lt. Gen. Ehsan-ul-Hagq, is a Pash-
tun whose balanced views are
well known. “The change indi-
cates Pakistan’s desire to see a
peaceful and stable Afghanistan.

The re-shuffle in the army hierar-
chy has brought senior-ranking
Pashtun officers into key posts.
These officers are well acquainted
with the regions bordering Af-
ghanistan and well versed in the
dynamics of local tribal and polit-
ical structures,” the weekly said.

But the initiative could slip out
of Gen. Musharraf’s hands if the
international community (read
the U.S.) and India do not help.
The fallout on the domestic front
could be serious if the Musharraf
regime’s concerns on at least
three specific counts are not ad-
dressed — Kashmir, the nature of
the post-Taliban regime in Kabul,

and the duration of the military
campaign, not necessarily in that
order. Both the U.S. and India
have a role to play.

Gen. Musharraf has been open-
ly articulating his views on these
subjects. There is no way he can
afford to let Kashmir be bracketed
with the ongoing international
campaign against terrorism. No
doubt some Pakistan-based mil-
itant groups have committed hei-
nous crimes in the name of the
Kashmir struggle, but for a variety
of reasons (including an orches-
trated Government campaign of
five decades), the vast majority of
Pakistanis are convinced that the
Kashmiris deserve the right to

Protests are widespread in Pakistan... he ssge is clea

choose their future.The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, in New Delhi on Thursday
sought to make out a case that
most of the Pakistan-based mil-
itant outfits were part of the Al-
Qaeda network and advocated
the need for a holistic approach in
the war against terrorism. He
even included the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen in the list forgetting that
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Ad-
vani, had a year ago described the
outfit as ‘“‘our own boys”. Pakis-

tan is guilty on a number of
-counts. But can New Delhi deny

that there is a problem in Kash-
mir?
The Pakistan-centric approach

itting on a powder keg oy

of India on the war against terror-
ism will complicate matters not
only for Gen. Musharraf but the
subcontinent. Since Pakistan an-
nounced its ‘unstinted’ coopera-
tion to the U.S. in its fight against
global terrorism, serious differ-
ences have cropped on some of
the vital details of the military
campaign and what should fol-
low. The U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, and the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
have given an impression of con-
tradicting Gen. Musharraf’s as-
sessment that the military
campaign in Afghanistan would
be a short one.

The longer the military cam-

paign, the greater Gen. Mushar-
raf’s difficulties on the domestic
front. He has been repeatedly
talking about his Government's
reservations about any role for
the Northern Alliance in any fu-
ture setup in Afghanistan, but the
U.S. and the West are openly
courting it.

The international community
cannot afford to gloss over these
fundamental differences if it be-
lieves Gen. Musharraf is the best
bet in Pakistan to take on the Al-
Qaeda and the Taliban. Will the
visit of the U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen.- Colin Powell, to Islamabad
and New Delhi next week help?



féy off politics,
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Islamabad, October 13 e OJK

AFTER REVAMPING the Army
command and replacing the ISI
chief, Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf has directed the
intelligence agencies to reorient
their focus from political activi-
ties to containing criminal, sec-
tarian and terrorist activities in
the country.

The directive has been issued
after the finalisation of a new
plan of action at a high level
meeting of officials presided
over by Musharraf.

Intelligence agencies have
been asked to “reorient their
focus” towards criminal activi-
ties, sectarian violence and ter-
rorism instead of pursuing
“other activities like political
intelligence gathering,” the
Dawn quoting official documents
reported.

Sectarian violence, which is
largely perpetrated by extremist
Sunni and Shia organisations,
along with terrorist activities
could get the necessary attention
from now on, officials said.

The reorientation of intelli-
gence agencies have been on the
cards for the past few months,
with Pakistan media carrying
reports of widespread official
dissatisfaction over their role
with Musharraf himself casti-
gating them for their inefficiency
to check sectarian and terrorist
violence.

With over one lakh active per-
sonnel and Rs 2.5 billion exclu-
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AFP PHOTO

A boy brandishes a toy gun as his father carries him on his shoulder
during an anti-US rally in Lahore on Saturday.

sive budget for intelligence gath-
ering, Pakistan is considered to
have the largest density of intel-
ligence sleuths comparable only
with china, North Korea and

Arab States.

As per the organisational
structure of the agencies, which
was rarely highlighted by the
media, ISI monitored the inter-

tells ISI

nal and political situation under
the command of a Major Gener-
al, with a Brigadier in each of
the four provinces.

It is aided by the military intel-
ligence (MI) also headed by a
Major General, which keeps a tab
on the law and order and politi-
cal situation of the country
through a Brigadier posted in
each province.

Besides the ISI and the MI,
each of the nine corps comman-
ders in the country run their
exclusive intelligence battalions
usually commanded by a lieu-
tenant colonel. These intelli-
gence battalions keep their intel-
ligence operatives across the
jurisdiction of a corps.

In addition to these separate
full-fledged intelligence units
headed by colonels in Karachi
and Lahore under the names of
field security wing (FSW) and
Pakistan rangers intelligence
unit (Priu) respectively collected
intelligence from civilians for
the two majors general who com-
mand the rangers outfits in
Sindh and Punjab.

In the current scenario where
not only Pakistan but also the US
depended more on the intelli-
gence information about the ter-
rorist groups in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, the agencies were
being geared up to gather tactical
and strategic information to take
pre-emptive action against the

.terrorist organisations and indi-

viduals, the reports said.
PTI
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- Quetta police
chief removed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

' ISLAMABAD, Oct. 10. — The
. pro-Taliban Quetta police chief
: has been removed for failing to
| curb violent protests against the
! USded attack on Afghanistan.
' Islamabad has also warned Af-
. ghan refugees not to participate
| in any anti-US protests.
|‘There were no reports of vio-
| lent protests in Pakistan today.
5 Mr Haji Habibur Rehman,
r‘ DIG, has been accused of not
. arresting rioters in Quetta de-
| spite orders from Islamabad.
The News said Mr Rehman had
been removed because of his
- pro-Taliban leanings.

Five people have been killed
' and several others injured in
! Quetta after police fired on
protesters who have been
; ., rocking the city since the US
. * strikes on Afghanistan began.
+ In a warning to Afghan refu-
' gees, the military regime said
. they may be deported if found

involved in  pro-Taliban

Qm%@

demonstrations.

The interior minister, Mr Moi-

nuddin Haider, said the refu-
gees had no right to disturb the
country’s peace.
A pro-Taliban alliance of reli-
gious parties has called nation-
wide demonstrations on Friday
to protest against Islamabad’s
help to the USA in its pursuit
of Osama bin Laden.
Musharraf: Gen Pervez Mush-
arraf today told his ministers
that any attempt to impose a
government on Afghanistan
from abroad would be unaccep-
table to the people of that coun-
try, UNI adds.
Denial: Pakistan today denied
that it had put two airports at
the USA’s disposal for use
against Afghanistan, DPA adds
from Karachi.

A foreign ministry spokesman
dismissed the reports as “base-
less”, one of which quoted an
official as saying that Jacoba--

bad and Pasni airports would
be used by US for«:es./w
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/Walkmg a slack tightrope

NDIA’S UNFRIENDLY neighbourhood
dictator’s coup has turned sour. General
Pervez Musharraf is currently in the
position of a man who is having to pick

up the broken pieces of his shattered dream.
Having been forced to take a U-turn over his
Afghanistan policy, he is now having to tread
a path without much idea where it may lead.
Nothing denotes his predicament more
graphically than the decision to remove the
ISI chief and supersede some of the army
officers who had helped him to usurp power
in 1999. The ISI chief’s ouster is a highly sig-
nificant development because this shadowy
organisation has been the Taliban’s friend,
philosopher and guide for many years and
played a crucial role in fomenting terrorism
in this part of the world. 20 v %ms )
Of course, General Musharraf h \é as
very much a part of this unholy conglomerite
till September 11 shattered his cosy world of a
dictatorship in cahoots with the mad mullahs
of Afghanistan. It is worth recalling that one
of his first acts after grabbing power was to
shoot down a plan to capture Osama bin
Laden prepared by the Nawaz Sharif regime
along with the Americans. Now all that lies in
ruins as he tries to retrace his steps. But like
all opportunists who have to disown their for-
mer friends, he must be aware of the dangers

involved in such backtracking. This is all the
more so because his painful retreat harks
back to the halcyon days of Kargil when he
formulated the twin objective of a direct mili-
tary assault on India along with an intensifi-
cation of the jehadi enterprise in the name of
a ‘freedom struggle’ in Kashmir.

In the process, General Musharraf had
roused a lot of hopes among the religious
extremists. Now they are up in arms against
him, for they suspect that his betrayal is not
only of the Taliban but also of the holy cause
of jehad, whether in Kashmir or elsewhere.
At the moment, his position at the helm may
have enabled him to put the Jamaat-e-Islami
chief under house arrest and bring the ISI

-under control. But, as a Pakistani commenta-

tor has said, he is walking a tightrope, but the
rope is rather slack. His unenviable position
is highlighted By his latest habit of blowing
hot and cold against India. After telling New
Dethi to “lay off”, he makes Abdul Sattar ring
up Jaswant Singh, and after telling a press
conference that Pakistan is well prepared to
face any possible attack by India, he phones
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and promises to
“inquire” about those responsible for the
Sfidayeen attack on the legislative building in
Srinagar. Such are the wages of those who

play the politics of jehad. /
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“Kabul under fire bu

Delhi’s efforts pay off as
Musharraf sacks ISI chief

By Chidanand Rajghatta

Times News Network
WASHINGTON: Pakistan is being weaned
away from its hard-line militaristic posture
as a result of American and British pressure
which has arisen following strong views
expressed by India over the courtship of
Islamabad.

Washington’s promise that it will hold
Gen Pervez Musharraf’s feet to the fire
appears to have some merit considering the
military regime’s moves over the past two
days to sideline extreme elements from the
country’s political and military fabric. After

+ agreeing to crack down on fundamentalist
leaders like Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
Sami-ul Haq, Gen Musharraf has also
undertaken a military reshuffle that is
reported to have marginalised or retired
generals with pro-Taliban views.

Among the ‘retirees’ are ISI chief Gen
Mahmoud Ahmed, who was in the U.S. at
the time of the September 11 terrorist
attacks, and the deputy chief of army staff
Lt Gen Usmani. Even more significantly, Lt
Gen Mohammed Aziz, the seniormost gen-
eral after Gen Musharraf, who played a
major role in the Kargil debacle, has been
elevated to the largely ceremonial post of
chairman, joint chiefs of staff committee.
All three had played a key role in Gen

(A

Musharraf usurping power in Pakistan and
were vital cogs in the October 1999 coup.

US. analysts declined to attribute  the
changes directly to pressure from
Washington, but said Gen Musharraf was
consolidating his power only after assur-
ances from the U.S. and UK that they were
fully backing him.

Indian inputs also appear to have gone
into Washington leaning on Pakistan.
Reports from New Delhi speak of India
pointing to links between the retiring ISI
chief and Sheik Syed, a fugitive who was
freed after the Indian Airlines hijacking,
and who is believed to have wired $100,000
to Mohammed Atta, the mastermind
behind the four-plane hijack that killed
5,000 people.

Sources also said that the sidelining of
Gen Mahmoud, who was earlier the corps
commander in Rawalpindi and who took
control of Pakistan Television there to
enable Gen Musharraf stage the coup, sug-
gested that the U.S. wanted a new ISI chief
it could trust. Lt Gen Aziz was the chief of
general staff at the GHQ and had effective-
ly shut out Nawaz Sharif’s counterplay dur-
ing the coup. Lt Gen Usmani was the corps
commander in Karachi who took over the
airport to enable Gen Musharraf to land

o
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HOME FiRES BURNING

Pakistani supporters of the Taliban out slogans '— n e stree during a protest in Karachi on Monday to

safely before initiating the coup.

vent their anger at the military strikes in Afghanistan by the U.S.-led coalition.

ad faLgste heat

U.S. warning

UNITED NATIONS: The U.S.
has warned the UN Security
Council it could take “further
actions” against other countries
after strikes on Afghanistan,
diplomats said on Monday.

UK security

LONDON: Security has been
beefed up in Britain for ten poten-
tial targets of terrorist attacks,
induding the House of Commons,
Downing Street and Bucki
Palace, after the U.S.-led strikes
against the Taliban.

FBI alert

WASHINGTON: The Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
has put all its offices and agents
throughout the U.S. on maxi-
mum alert following Sunday’s
strikes on Afghanistan - and
urged members of the law-
enforcement community to
maintain the highest level of
vigilance and be prepared to
respond to any act of terrorism.

VOA broadcast

WASHINGTON: Voice of
America will expand its radio
broadcasts to Afghanistan with
two hours and 15 minutes of
news and commentary per day
{in each of Afghanistan’s two
main languages, Pashtu and
Dari, from Monday night.

Kabul takeover is imminent: Northern Alliance

UNDATED: While Kabul counted its dead on
Monday from a night of thunderous U.S.-led air
attacks on Taliban targets, jubilant Northern
Alliance forces unleashed an onslaught on
Taliban positions north of Kabul, predicting that
the Afghan capital could fall to them in just days.

British defence secretary Geoff Hoon said
U.S. and British forces had struck 30 targets—
which included terrorist training camps, mili-
tary airfields and air defence sites— across
Afghanistan, but the Taliban Ambassador to
Pakistan claimed that 20 peoplé, including
women - and . children, had been killed.
However, there were contradictory reports

aboiif the cashalties, with the official Voice of _

Shariat radio saying Kabul had suffered neither
casualties nor material damage and Taliban

. officials saying three people were killed and at
least four injured in three air raids on the mili-
tia’s southern Afghan stronghold of Kandahar,
the home of its spiritual leader Mullah
Mohammad Omar, protector of Osama bin
Laden.

The Afghan Islamic Press, based in the
Pakistani frontier city of Peshawar, reported
that ten people were killed near Kabul airport
and another ten died when a bomb fell near the
official Voice of Shariat radio station.

;With the launch of the strikes, the nightmare

scenatio of as many as 1.5 million refugees flood-

Afghans clear the remains of 2 home which
was destroyed in the missile strikes which hit
central Kabul on Sunday night.

ing out of the country moved a step closer to real-

ity on Monday. Reports from the Afghan capital
said thousands of residents, fearing more attacks
after three waves of bombing in the night, packed
up what they could and fled the capital as dawn

broke and night curfew was lifted.

The Taliban cabinet called an emergency
meeting in Kabul to discuss the crisis arising
out of the strikes, but officials said no details
were available. But Taliban officials in Pakistan

Pak reels under anti-U.S. protests
Future Afghan rulers must be ‘friendly’, says Musharraf

said the militia’s chief had declared a jihad or
holy war against the U.S. and its Western allies.

Osama bin Laden and his aides have also
declared a holy war on the U.S. Bin Laden defi-
antly praised the September 11 attacks and
vowed that the U.S. would not know peace until
it withdrew its troops from the Arabian penin-
sula and Palestine also enjoyed peace.

He said “a vanguard group of Muslims” was
behind the September 11 aftacks. » - '

As Kabul mosques opened for early morning
prayers, calls rose for a jehad against America.
“We have to sacrifice ourselves for gur country
and Islam,” was the call at one mosque.

Soon after declaring a ‘héoly war’, the Taliban
claimed it had shot down one plane and report-
edly downed three others during the strikes by
US. and British forces. However, the US.
defence department denied this.

Meanwhile, Russia has begun to deliver
weapons to the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance.
Russia is believed to be planning a total ship-
menqt of up to $45 million worth of arms, includ-
ing Soviet-era T-55 tanks, combat vehicles,
small arms and ammunition. (Agencies)

QUETTA: Violent anti-U.S. protests broke out in sev-
eral Pakistani cities on Monday, forcing the police to
fire volleys of tear-gas shells even as witnesses report-
ed exchange of automatic weapons fire. In the largest
demonstration, between 10,000 and 15,000 radical
students and members of hardline
Islamic groups took to the streets of
Quetta, burning down a theatre and
setting fire to a block of flats, a shop-
ping plaza aild several other buildings.

Chanting “Down with America” and
“Deatlito President Bush”, the crowds
smastied” windscreens ‘bf parked cars
and hurled stones at the police. As the |
violence intensified, police fired scores
of tear-gas cannisters. Journalists on
the rooftops of the city’s luxury Serena |
Hotel could hear repeated automatic
weapons fire. There were no immedi-

hundred foreign journalists, police had to fire more
tear-gas shells to keep the crowds away.

In Islamabad, another 1,500 students armed with
canes and shouting anti-U.S. slogans marched towards
the American Center, cordoned off by the police.
Similar protests were held in the south-
ern city of Karachi and in Lahore.

Meanwhile, Pakistani soldiers were
moved into the major cities and put in
places from where they could respond
 swiftly in an emergency.
~- Eatlier, Gen Pervez Musharraf chose
46 aoense India of trying’to gain political

mile#ge ‘from recent developments in

Afghanistan and asked New Delhi not
to have any illusions about a Pakistani
response to any attack on militant train-
ing camps there.

Clubbing Kashmir with Palestine, he

7

ate reports of any casualties.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf 7

rejected New Delhi’s stand that what

The protests came after chief clerics of
several mosques in Quetta reacted to the U.S. military
attacks on Taliban targets in Afghanistan by announc-
ing over their public address systemns that a jihad (holy
war) was now “mandatory” for Pakistani Muslims.

The anti-U.S. sentiment swiftly took on a more gen-
eral anti-foreigner tone and as the demonstrators
marched towards Serena Hotel, the base for several

was happening in that northern Indian
state was terrorism. “It (Kashmir) cannot be identi-
fied as terrorism. There is a freedom struggle going on
in Kashmir,” he said at a press conference in
Islamabad. He also said that future rulers in
Afghanistan should be “friendly” to Pakistan and
warned the Northern Alliance that they could not
dominate a post-Taliban government. (agencies)
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ITS OFFICIAL: Pakistan was
i

indulging in plain deception

when it said that the Deobandi
clerics who accompanied the ISI
chief to Kandahar had tried to
persuade the Taliban leadership to
hand over Osama bin Laden to
the US.

General Pervez Musharraf’s lie
was nailed on Sunday by the
Pakistani media. It said the clerics
did exactly the opposite of what
Islamabad had cdaimed about the
Kandahar mission. Reports in the
media said the dlerics belonging to
the newly-formed “Council for
Defence of Afghanistan” did con-
vey Islamabad’s concern regarding
the US’ imminent military cam-
paign, but they made no move

Hidden agenda o

whatsoever to convince the
Taliban leadership to get rid of bin
Laden.

Instead, the delegation, led by
top Deobandi religious leader,
Mufti Nizamuddin Shamzai of the
Binori Town seminaty in Karachi,
and escorted by Pakistan’s ISI
chief, Lt Gen Mahmud — is said to
have invoked Islamic scriptures
and assured Taliban chief Mullah
Omar of their support in the holy
war against the US. One of the
muftis in the delegation told the
newspaper that the clerics actual-
ly discussed the strategy of resis-
tance with Omar and his lieu-
tenants.

The support assured by the
clerics, the reports said, would be
in the form of accretion of the
Taliban’s fighting strength with

{

and trained by the centres of
learning run by the Deobandi out-
fits across Pakistan. The madrasas
are responsible for supplying a
steady stream of jehadis to differ-
ent theatres such as Chechnya,
Kashmir, the Philippines, Balkans
and Xinjiang province in China.
There has been a strong sense
of suspicion about Pakistan’s dou-
ble game in assuring “unstinted
cooperation” in the US’ anti-ter-
rorism campaign while describing
it in the same vein as a “strategic
truce.” Mr Musharraf’s decision to
send the very same Deobandi cler-
ics who have reared the Taliban
and are now preparing hundreds
of Muslim youth to fight alongside
the Taliban in the case of a mili-
tary onslaught by the US had put

DPak clerics’ talks,

" hundfeds of jehadis indoctrinated

a big question mark on his inten-
tions.

Thus, it was not surprising
when the delegation returned
with the predictable line that its
mission to convince the Taliban
had failed. The DG-ISI had even
wanted to include Jamiat-ul-
Islamia chiefs of their respective
factions, Maulanas Samiul Haq
and Fazlur Rehman, besides the
Jama’at-ji-Islami  Amir,  Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, and another
leader Maulana Shah Ahmed
Noorani, in the mission to “con-
vince” the Taliban but they
refused to go to Afghanistan. All
these parties are in the forefront of
the anti-US movement.

“We turned down the offer
because we do not want to go
there as emissaries of George W

Laden praises almighty for
attacks, says US is full of fear

Cairo
7 OCTOBER
OSAMA BIN Laden, the prime sus-
pect in the terror attacks for which
the US retaliated with a missile
assault on Afghanistan on Sunday
night, praised God for the
September 11 strikes that toppled
New York’s World Trade Center.

“The US was hit by God in one
of its softest spots. The US is full of
fear from its north to its south,
from its west to its east. Thank God
for that,” bin Laden said in a video
shown on Sunday on al-Jazeera,
the Arabic satellite station.

Bin Laden was shown dressed
in fatigues and an Afghan head-
dress, sitting in a stone cave and
flanked by two aides. It was not
clear when the video was made,
but it was made during the day
time and referred to the September
11 attacks, but not to the retalia-
tion by the US and Britain.

Although he praised the
attacks, he did not claim responsi-
bility. This was the first time bin
Laden spoke about the September
11 attacks.

The video opened with an aide,
, reading a staternent. “What hap-
pened in the United States is a nat-
ural reaction to the ignorant policy

IN THE OpPEN: Osama bin Laden’s speech being telecast by al
Jazeera television on Sunday. — AP

of the United States,” the state-
ment read by Suleiman Abu Gheit
said.

“If it continues with this policy,
the sons of Islam will not stop their
struggle. The Americans should
know what is happening to them
now is the result of their support of
this policy,” the statement said.
“The war against Afghanistan and

Osama bin Laden is a war on
Islam.” .

The Qatar-based independent
TV network has been frequently
airing exclusive footage of bin
Laden, prompting the United
States to raise concerns about al-
Jazeera’s coverage during a meet-
ing with the emir of Qatar in
Washington on Wednesday. — AP

N

THE WAY To Dusty DeatH: Northern Alliance fighters ride atop a tank north
of Kabul on Sunday. — Ap

ernment,” JUI chief, Maulana
Fazlur Rehman said.

That the leader of the delega-
tion, Shamzai, continues to sym-
pathise with the Taliban was clear
when he issued a fatwa last week
exhorting all Muslims to join the
jehad against the US if it attacked
Afghanistan. He cautioned the
Muslim countries supporting the
US or any “infidel” forces that
they were committing a “sin.”

Shamzai, who threatened that
his people would storm the air-
ports and ports in Pakistan if the
US forced landed there, is said to
have instructed followers “not to
allow any US men to go back alive
from Pakistan.”

According to The Friday
Times, some intelligence agencies

have already warned the govern-
ment about the possibility of sui-
cide strikes against airports and
foreign embassies. :
Pakistani officials have also
informed the US about the likely
retaliation and terrorist attacks
once the war or the air strikes
begin. The two factions of the JUI
are feverishly trying to mobilise
the youth in the NWFP and
Baluchistan. Intelligence officials
believe these parties will rely on
the networks of groups like the
Harkat ul Mujahideen, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and the sectarian
Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan to fur-
ther their cause. Sources also do
not rule out the possibility of huge
financial support to these groups
from wealthy expatriates and

other sources in West Asi i

Taliban revealed

Pak freezes
146 Taliban
bank accounts
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Rehman: Screws tighten

THE US’ squeeze on the T:
and its supporters is beginning to
tighten. In the first tangible action,
Pakistan has frozen 146 bank
accounts belonging to Taliban
ministers and officials besides
putting under house arrest, chief
jehadi ideologue Maulana Fazlur
Rehman of the Jamiat-i-Ulema
Islami (JUT).

The JUI chief, a staunch sup-
porter of the Taliban, has been in
the forefront in organising anti-US
rallies in Pakistan. According to
reports from Islamabad, Rehman
was placed under house arrest in
his hometown of Der Ismail Khan
with Pakistani police and para-
troopers stationed outside his
house.

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 7 OCTOBER
WHEN AYUB Ali Khan and
Mohammad Jaweed Azmath
transferred $ 64,000 to their fami-
lies in Hyderabadi over two years
ago, they had not realised that
their act will land them in trouble
some day.

The two Indian nationals, who
were detained by the FBI sleuths in
Texas last month are now being
questioned for remitting an
amount which is much beyond
their known sources of income.

The federal authorities, accord-
ing to The Washington Post, have not
been able to gather any evidence
which links them directly to the
terrorist attacks. But the two
Indian nationals held poorly-paid
jobs at New Jersey, and the fact
they could send such huge

back home has created doubts.
The authorities, the Post point-
ed out, are trying to find out how
the two Indians who drew a
measly amount as their monthly
salaries before they were detained

amounts of money to their families -

last month, were able to send
about $64,000 to their families .

The Hyderabad-based families
of the two Indian nationals have
also been questioned by both
Indian and federal authorities as
part of their efforts to uncover any
possible links.

While admitting that the two
expatriate Indians were being
interrogated by the federal agents,
the Indian embassy officials in
Washington denied that they were
in any way linked to terrorist out-
fits. '

Khan- and Azmath, the Post
added, were taken into custody
after their investigators discovered
they were carrying $5,000 in cash,
hair dye and box-cutters-thought
to have been used as weapons by
the terrorist hijackers.

According to the officials in
India and the US, Khan and
Azmath transferred the $64,000 to
their families in Hyderabad in sev-
eral instalments between July and
September 2001. Quoting a high-
ranking Andhra Pradesh police
official, the Post said the amount

~ FBI questions two Indians
over shady transfer of money

was remitted through proper
banking channels.

The revelations about the
remittances by the Hyderabadis is
part of the piles of evidence that

_the US have collected to establish

strong financial links between the
Al Qaida terrorist network and the
19 hijackers who carried out the
September 11 carnage.

It also includes transfers of
thousands of dollars from hijacking
leader Mohammad Atta to Al
Qaida’s chief financial lieutenant in
the West Asia Mustafa
Mohammad Ahmed — days before
the attacks. The investigating agen-
des had detected that as much as
$10Q,000 was wired from Pakistan
to Atta.

As it happens, this money was
wired by Omar Ahmed Sheikh, an
LSE graduate turned Jaish-e-
Mohammad terrorist. He has been
in Pakistan since January 2000
after the Indian authorities were
forced to release him in exchange
of the passengers of 1C-814 held
hostage by Pakistan-sponsored ter-

rorists.

T The move——ecomesafter
Rebnian-made pro-Taliban pro-
nouncements at a public meeting
in Peshawar, where he exhorted
his supporters to attack any US
military plane found in Pakistan.
The JUI runs thousands of
madrassas in Pakistan affiliated to
the Deoband school and prepare
young fighters to join the Taliban’s
ranks inside Afghanistan.

The action is viewed as a
reluctant move by the Musharraf
government against a fundamen-
talist religious party. The police are
understood to have registered
cases against Rehman and other
JUI leaders for inciting people
against the government and vio-
lating a ban on recruiting people
for Jihad.

The freeze on bank accounts
of Taliban officials and ministers in
Pakistan, reported by the Pakistani
press on Sunday, is also a signifi-
cant step in blocking the financial
lifeline of the Taliban. Among
those whose accounts were frozen
included Taliban Foreign Minister
Abdul Wakil Muttawakil, defence
minister Ubaidullah Akund,
Supreme Court Chief Justice Noor
Mohammad Sagib and their
ambassador to Pakistan Abdul
Salem Zaeef.

According to the Dawn news-
paper, 87 Taliban ministers and
governors were among those
whose accounts were sealed. The
step was taken in accordance to
the UN resolutions.




” Vajpayee-]

NEW DELHI, Oct. 5. - Mr To-
ny Blair, who arrived here late
tonight, will hold talks with Mr
Atal Behari Vaj and other
ministers and by at?,
Rice Course Road tomorrow
morning.

The British Prime Minister is
arriving after whirlwind trips
to Moscow and Islamabad
where he held talks with Gen.
Pervez Musharraf on the US-
led coalition against terrorism.
Mr Blair's talks with Mr Vaj-
g;’_’lfgurm scheduled for half- oo ro'e iiside the UNHCR office in

'I'he two will exchange views Islamabad, on Friday. - APIPTI

on’a wide range of issues that tember attacks. Mr Blair is ex-

An Aﬁhan rm waits for asylum

the situat! on in Afghamstan.

Those likely to be present dur- |

ing the talks with Mr Vajpayee
are’ Mr Jaswant Singh

! (expected to arrive late tonight

or early tomorrow morning),

- the.[Brime Minister’s principal
* seeretary; Mr Brajesh Mishra,
and the foreign secretary, Mrs 5

Chokila Iyer.

Mr Blair will later address the
media and then return for
breakfast at the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence. During break-
fast, all the members of the

Cabinet Committee on Security |
except Mr Yashwant Sinha will

be present. Mr LK Advani, the |

foreign minister, and the Cen-
tre’s mediator on Kashmir, Mr

have emerged after the 11 Sep- pected to apprise the leaders of KC Pant, will be present.
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ISLAMABAD, QCT. 4. Pakistan is for
“conciliation\and a broadbased
government” in Afghanistan, its
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr.
Riaz Mohammad Khan, told a
news conference today, on the
eve of the “working visit"" of the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair.

“We are for conciliation and a
broadbased government... This
has been our position for some
time. We have been working with
the U.N. and the OIC towards this
goal.”

Reiterating that the Taliban
embassy in Islamabad was play-
ing a significant role, Mr. Khan
said it was acting as a window to
the world and, as of now, Pakistan
had no intention of reconsidering
its relations with Kabul.

There was no surprise element
in Mr. Khan's disclosure on the
nature of the evidence provided
by Washington against the Saudi
fugitive, Osama bin Laden. (He
told presspersons earlier that Isla-
mabad was satisfied that there
was ‘‘sufficient” basis for Osa-
ma's indictment in the September
11 terror attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon).

The Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, in an interview
to the CNN on Wednesday had
said that the U.S. had presented
an ‘impressive evidence’ of Osa-
ma’s involvernent and wanted the
Bush administration to publicise
it all over the world to enable peo-
ple make a fair judgment.

He said Pakistan had been
shown 20 pages of documents be-
sides being given an oral present-
ation. He was sure the people
would be impressed by the good
work done by the U.S. in a short
time after the attacks.

“The U.S. should be confident
that it has impressive evidence
but Pakistan will not sit in judg-
ment... We are hesitant to pro-
nounce a judgment,” he said.

When told that some people
who had been shown some parts
of the leaked evidence had reject-
ed it as fabricated, Mr. Sattar said
these people were in a small mi-
nority and had pre-conceived
ideas. “They have already made
up their minds and they will not
accept any evidence.”

However, the Taliban leader,
Mullah Mohammad Omar, ap-
peared unmoved by the signals of
Pakistan’s shift from over five

Pak. for broadbased

e

a“ |

years of support. “'I have been to
Pakistan only once, that too to
seek medical treatment for my in-
juries sustained during the ‘jehad’
{holy war) against the Soviet oc-
cupation troops. Ours is an indig-

enous movement,”’ he said on the
State-controlled radio.

‘Perpetrators of J&K
Assembly attack
linked to Osama’

LONDON, OCT 4. The British Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Jack Straw, today
said terrorism continued to take
an ugly toll on human life in India
and condemned the recent bomb
blast outside the Jammu and
Kashmir assembly as *‘utterly un-
justified” saying its perpetrators
were linked to Osama bin laden.

“Let us not forget that just this
week, terrorism has continued to
take an ugly toll of innocent hu-
man life, in India. In Srinagar, a
suicide bomber struck literally at
the heart of their democracy by
detonating a bomb in the State
Assembly, killing 38 and injuring
many more,” Mr. Straw, who
opened a debate on international
response to terrorism, said.— PTI
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 30. The Pakistan President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, for the first time con-
ceded today that he perceived a ‘danger of
damage’ to the Taliban because of its refusal
to hand over the Saudi dissident, Osama bin
Laden.

In an half-hour interview to the American
television network, CNN, Gen. Musharraf said
Pakistan would like any “further steps” to be
undertaken under the aegis of the United Na-
tions. He appealed to the U.S. and the Taliban
to arrive at an amicable solution on the stand-
off over the Osama issue in the interests of the
people of Afghanistan and the region.

On what Pakistan would not like to see, Gen.
Musharraf said “‘we would not like the Pakista-
ni troops to cross our borders.” The U.S., he
said, had not disclosed to Pakistan the details
i of its operational plans in the event of a con-
frontation with the Taliban.

Conceding that a “small minority” of reli-
gious extremists were opposed to his decision
of siding with the U.S. in its fight against in-
ternational terrorism, he said his Government,
which enjoyed the support of the vast major-
ity, was fully capable of dealing with them.

Answering a question, Gen. Musharraf in-

directly said Pakistan was concerned over re-
portS/}f"'efforts to replace the Taliban with an

alternative set-up, particularly the Northern
Alliance. “We are for a peaceful and friendly
Afghanistan. Our position is the Government
in Afghanistan should reflect the aspirations of
all and take care of the ethnic composition of
the country. I do not know how far the North-
ern Alliance fits into this category.”

Gen. Musharraf agreed that Pakistan had
paid a diplomatic price at the international
level because of its ties with the Taliban but he
was not apologetic about the relations be-
tween Islamabad and Kabul. “We were inter-
acting with the Taliban because of our
national interest. I agree we have suffered on
account of our relationship with the Taliban.
We continue to interact with them. We have
been trying to moderate them,” he said.
‘Dim hope’

His Government’s two missions to prevail
upon the Taliban supremo, Mullah Moham-
mad Omar, to agree to the demands of the
U.S. had not succeeded. “The hope (of suc-
cess) is dim. There was some flexibility in the
Taliban after the edict of the religious clerics.
But the latest signals are not encouraging,”” he
said. ‘

So far, the U.S. had not shared with Pakistan
any evidence about the involvement of Osama
and his Al-Qeida in the terrorist strikes of Sep-
tember 11 in New York and Washington. Shar-
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U.S.,w Taliban must resolve stand-off
‘v amicably, says Musharraf

ing of information that was not confidential
could go a long way in helping people under-
stand the U.S. charge, the General said.

Denying that there were differences within
the Pakistan Army over his support to the U.S.
against the Taliban, Gen. Musharraf said the
Army was one of the most disciplined institu-
tions in the world. His Government, nonethe-
less, was concerned about the activities of
some extremist groups within Pakistan but
was determined to put an end to their activ-
ities. Even before September 11, his adminis-
tration had initiated measures to tame the
extremist elements to improve internal law
and order.

Gen. Musharraf denied that the ‘madrassas’
(religious schools) of Pakistan were the breed-
ing grounds for extremism. They were the
largest network of welfare organisations, of-
fering free education to six lakh students. In
response to a question on the safety of the
nuclear facilities in his country, Gen. Mushar-
raf said the command and control system was
very secure and there was no way the facilities
could fall into the hands of the fanatics.

Asked about the aid being offered by the
Western block after Pakistan agreed to be-
come a ‘frontline State’ again, Gen. Musharraf
said his Governmentwas not for any deal on
terrorism.
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The jehadis in Pakista
are up in arms against
what they see as a volte-
face by Gen. Musharraf.
B. Muralidhar Reddy
reports.

S THE United States mulls over its

military response to last fortnight’s

terrorist attacks in New York and

Washington, the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, is faced with a
challenge to his authority from within. The
plethora of religious and militant outfits
created and nurtured by successive Govern-
ments in Islamabad for over two and half
decades are up in arms against what they
see as a volte-face by Gen. Musharraf on
Afghanistan and the ideology of jehad on
which they have thrived.

As they see it, at stake is not just the fu-
ture of the Taliban militia, which many of
them perceive as a role model, but the very
foundations of the foreign policy of Pakis-
tan and their dreams of liberating the en-
slaved kaum (brotherhood) in the
subcontinent.

Today if the Taliban is seen as a regime
which aids international terrorism, can the
outfits operating in Kashmir escape the
dragnet? Few can deny the umbilical link. At
least some of the militant outfits and reli-
gious groups in Pakistan draw their inspira-
tion from the Taliban.

Just consider this. The transformation of
the political struggle in Kashmir into a mil-
itant phase coincided with the Soviet
Union’s ‘withdrawal from Afghanistan in
1989. As Afghanistan plunged into a civil
war, most of the fighters from Pakistan ei-
ther returned home or began to look for
new areas to carry on a jehad. With the un-
rest in Kashmir at its peak, it was perhaps
too tempting for some of the warriors who
had just tasted the success of humbling a
superpower.

So, however hard he may try, it is almost
impossible for Gen. Musharraf to extricate
himself from the fallout of the Afghan and
Kashmir policies pursued by successive

Governments in Pakistan for over two dec- -

ades.

The President’s predicament was evident
in his September 19 address to the nation.
What was to have been an explanation for
his regime’s decision to side with the U.S. in
its fight against Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban turned into an anti-India tirade.
And for good reasons from the General’s
point of view.

As a seasoned soldier and a man at the
helm of affairs for nearly two years now,
Gen. Musharraf is aware that a battle cry
against India and for the Kashmir cause
alone can win him the people’s sympathy.
So he pulled no punches and asked India to
‘lay off’. Strong language for a man who had
travelled just two months ago to New Dethi/
Agra.

But such was the extraordinary situation

The

siege within

Protests against America in Lahore... Mushamaf’s troubles deepen.

in the post-September 11 world that he had
little option. There were two clear messages
in his speech. Pakistan would never allow
India’s alleged designs for its (Pakistan’s)
disintegration to succeed. And it would not
allow the U.S. and the international com-
munity to succeed in bracketing the groups
fighting the cause of Kashmir with terror-
ism.

It will not be an easy task for the Mushar-
raf Government. As Janes Intelligence Digest
(JID), in an analysis on the subject has said
“One of the more difficult issues which the
General may have to explain is the close

links between two Islamic militant groups
involved in the Kashmir region and the
world’s most wanted terrorist, Osama bin
Laden”. .

The two groups in question, Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and Lashkar-e-Taiba, were sin-
gled out in the U.S. State Department’s Re-
port on the Patterns of Global Terrorism for
2000. “Although the Pakistani Government
has repeatedly denied that it has any al-
ternative involvement with these two
groups, credible intelligence community
sources point to close ties between senior
members of Pakistan’s military and security
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services and both organisations,” says JID.

As noted by the JID, Gen. Musharraf came
to power with the support of the military.
He is extremely vulnerable if the Army, or at
least a significant’ element of it, turns
against him. If he were to be ousted during
an anti-Western, pro-Taliban uprising by an
alliance between Kashmiri militants and
nationalist military®officers, the prospect of
a full-scale regional conflagration might be-
come very real.

Gen. Musharraf was conscious of the nui-
sance value of the jehadi outfits from the
day he took charge. He began his innings
with a distinct impression of being a man
with liberal leanings and determined to halt
the ‘Talibanisation’ of Pakistan. But some-
where down the line, the General, like his
predecessors, developed cold feet and
chose to turn a blind eye to the actions of
the many jehadi groups operating from Pa-
kistani soil. ’

The first sign of his trepidation was when
he did not amend the procedure for regis-
tration of cases for blasphemy. Gen. Mush-
arraf had evidently let go of the opportunity
to assert his authority. And after that he
could never get on top of the elements
enamoured by the Taliban model. Partly
under pressure from the international com-
munity, and to some extent out of consid-
eration for the state of the economy, efforts
to tame the religious zealots no doubt con-
tinued. Buy they were at best half- hearted.

On the occasion of the birthday of Proph-
et Mohammad on June 5 this year, he made
a brilliant speech targeting the hardcore
elements. It was considered bold and was
aimed at reasoning it out with the jehadis.
Once again it made little difference on the
ground. In a clear reference to the growing
anti-U.S. rhetoric of some religious groups,
Gen. Musharraf said, ‘““‘why should you be
unnecessarily railing against the great pow-
ers? Is it wisdom that you invite hurt, with-
out any rhyme or reason? As I have told you,
we are not a powerful country. When we do
become powerful, you can indulge in this
pastime. You might impress them”’.

At the risk of incurring the wrath of the
well-entrenched anti-India lobby, he made
a specific reference to the boast of extremist
elements of hoisting the Pakistani flag atop
the Red Fort in Delhi. “What are you going
to gain from it? On the contrary, this pro-
vides India with the excuse to talk about you
as terrorists and to tell others to declare you
as terrorists so that prospective investors
shy away from your country. When you kill
each other, who will consider Pakistan a
safe place for investment,” he asked. It all
fell on deaf ears. He complained about how
funds being collected in the name of Kash-
mir refugees by some outfits were going in-
to ‘private pockets’ and wged them to
ponder on the consequences of their ac-
tions.

After his return from Agra, the Musharraf
Government attempted a sort of a crack-
down on the jehadi outfits’ forcible collec-
tion of funds in the name of a holy war. The
hue and cry was so loud, the military Gov-
ernment had to retract its decision.
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ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 27. There is intense speculation on
the nature of support sought by the United States in
taking on the Saudi dissident, Osama bin Laden, and
the Taliban regime and the conditions put forth by
Pakistan.

The U.S. defence delegation, which was here for
consultations with its counterpart on the future
course of action in achieving its goals, has conclud-
ed its mission.

Both Islamabad and Washington are tightlipped
on the nature of discussions. The Musharraf regime
insists that the delegation did not discuss any con-
crete plans of the Bush administration and was here
for exchange of information.

Reports and commentaries in the Pakistani media
clearly seem to indicate that the Musharraf Govern-
ment has laid down certain conditions before it
could consent for the nature of cooperation sought
by the U.S.

A columnist, Mr. Irshad Ahmad Haqqani, in his
column in the jang listed 13 points reportedly taken
by the Musharraf Government.

These are America should maintain restraint and
action against Osama must be taken only after col-
lecting all evidence. Whatever action is taken should
be under the umbrella of the U.N. and the Security
Council. Participation of some of the Muslims coun-
tries in the possible action should be ensured. Pakis-

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

>\ U.S. against Taliban -

A

tan’s interests must be safeguarded in ajy possible
internal setup in Afghanistan following the military
action. No anti-Pakistan power or circle should be
given any important role in the new arrangement.

According to him, America’s latest stand is that it
has no intention of setting up an alternative arrange-
ment. The international community would be col-
lectively responsible for the refugee problem. If the
Taliban agrees to hand over Osama to any third
country, there should be no military strike.

Pakistan would not play any role in any military
action outside the country. The stay of the American
troops would be on temporary basis. Kashmiris’
“ongoing struggle” does not come under the defini-
tion of the terrorism and any action against them
even in future would not be acceptable to Pakistan.

Only Pakistan has the authority to curb the activ-
ities of some of the ‘jehadi’ circles supporting the
‘freedom struggle’ in Kashmir from Pakistan and no
other power would ever be allowed to take action in
this regard. Pakistan is trying to call an emergency
meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Organisation
of Islamic Countries and whatever strategy it evolves
should be followed. -

Pakistan would not sever diplomatic ties with the
Taliban Government but in case of any untoward
incident, Islamabad would review its decision.
America’s actions against Pakistan since 1990 have
been ‘unjust’. They should be stgpped and measures
taken to compensate them.
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Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 27 SEPTEMBER
TRYING YET another gambit to
escape the backlash in the NWEFP
for selling out the Taliban, Pakistan
on Thursday deputed a delegation
of religious parties to reason with
Afghanistan  ruler, Mullah
Mohammad Omar.

The decision to send the dele-
gation, comprising religious leaders
who have been campaigning
against Pakistan’s collaboration
with the US may look odd consid-
ering that General Pervez
Musharraf had attacked, in his
televised address to the nation, the
very same set, calling it selfish and
representing a wafer-thin minority.
But it has been necessitated by
Pakistan’s imperative to guard
against a domestic backlash, partic-
ularly in the Pashtun-dominated
NWEFP. against the sell out of the
Taliban to escape US’ wrath.

The inclusion of outspoken
critics of Musharraf regime’s deci-
sion in the Kabul-bound delega-
tion is expected to impress upon
the Pashtuns in NWFP as well as
their ethnic brethren across the
border, the sincerity of Pakistan’s
efforts to save the Taliban from a
US-led attack. Members of the del-
egation include the chief of
Jama’at-i-Islam, Qazi Hussain. A
Pashtun himself, Hussain is seen as
a semi-Deobandi. He is accompa-
nied by Fazlur Rahman, chief of
Jamat-ul-Ulema-Islam, the
Deobandi outfit whose madrasas
played a key role in raising the
Taliban and moulding it into a
jehadi apparatus.

By involving them in the mis-

in Kal;}&-b

Y

FRrIEND OR FOE?
sion to persuade the Taliban to

open talks with US, the Musharraf
regime is obviously hoping to

“Musharraf includes mullahs
d delégation

buffer itself against the explosion
of resentment in NWFP. The deci-

- sion to co-opt religious leaders

known for their hardline stance
against US is to be seen together
with the statement of foreign min-
ister Abdul Sattar that Pakistan will
not be a party to any hostile oper-
ation against Afghanistan.

The statement appears to be a
PR ploy in the light of Pakistan’s
offer of unstinted cooperation to
the US, and the certainty that Bush
regime’s campaign against interna-
tional terror will involve the use of
force, overt or covert.

The refusal to cut ties with
Taliban is also to be seen in the
light of the imperative of pre-
venting a severe loss of credibility
among Pashtuns within and out-
side Pakistan.

Pak ready for

broadbased govt

Islamabad

Japan reworks
$550-m Pak loan

K.J.M.Varma

27 SEPTEMBER
PAKISTAN, ON Thursday, said it

based” government
Afghanistan that had the backing
of the Afghan people and worked
for national reconciliation in the
country. “It is a historical fact
that a government could not be
imposed on Afghanistan from
outside. Only a government
acceptable to the people of
Afghanistan can remain stable
there,” ministry spokesman Riaz
Mohammad Khan said.

JAPAN, ON Thursday, promised
was ready to back any “broad- i
in |

ISLAMABAD 27 SEPTEMBER

to reschedule $550 million of
Pakistan’s debt in recognition of
Islamabad’s decision to back
international efforts against ter-
rorism and offered to support
multi-lateral  assistance  to
Pakistan to overcome its eco-
nomic difficulties. Japanese
senior vice-minister for foreign
affairs, Seiken Sugiura aiso !
announced an emergency assis- '
tance of $40 million of emergen- -
cy assistance to Pakistan. —-%
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 26. The U.S. deci-
sion to freeze the accounts of ter-
rorist outfits on its list appears to
have had its repercussions here as
the Harkat-ul Mujahideen is
among the 27 organisations and
individuals that figure in it.

A report in Pakistani Urdu daily
Khabren quoted the Harkat
spokesman, Mr.  Amiruddin
Mughal, as saying that the Pakis-
tan government had disconnect-
ed telephone lines of the outfit's
offices in Islamabad, Lahore and
other parts of the country.

It said all the top leaders of the
outfit, including the secretary-
general, Maulana Fazlur Rehman
Khalil, had gone underground.
Pakistan might also announce a
ban on the activities of Harkat in
the next few days. The Govern-
ment has also frozen the financial
assets of the two militant outfits
identified by the U.S.

The paper said the Al Rasheed
Trust, another
banned by the U.S., claimed it
had nothing to do with terrorist
activities and was working in Af-
ghanistan on  humanitarian
grounds.

In a related development, the
Defend Jehad Forum (DJF), an
umbrella organisation of various
“jehadi” outfits, has announced
that if the U.S. attacked Afghan-
istan, all the “jehadi” outfits
would fight a war along with their
Afghan brethren and Afghanistan

organisation.

kat-ul-Muiahidee@ |
assets frozen

(oW

would be converted into a grave-
yard of Americans. A meeting of
the DJF presided by Shakeelu
Rehman Nasir was held in Lahore
on Tuesday. Representatives of
the Harkat- ul Mujahideen, the Al
Badar, the Hizb-e-Islami, the
Lashkar-e- Taiba, the Hizb-ul
Mujahideen, the Harkat-al-Jehad
Islami and the Jamiat-ul Mujahi-
deen attended the meeting.

The DJF appealed to the people
to boycott American products as
their money was being used to
“suppress Muslims all-around the
world”. It was also said in the
meeting that the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
should not be under the illusion
that the war in Afghanistan would
weaken the Kashmir struggle.

pd

MiG crashes{
woman killed

HOSHIARPUR, SEPT. 26. Kamaljit
Kaur (45) was killed and seven oth-
ers injured when a MiG-21 fighter
of the Indian Air Force (IAF)
crashed this evening into a ‘choe’
(seasonal rivulet) after hitting a se-
ries of houses near Raghowal Sa-
harna village in the district. Five
houses were damaged in the mis-
hap, police sources said.

Mr. Sarva Nand, the pilot of the
ill-fated aircraft on a training sortie
from Pathankot airfield, however,
bailed out but suffered minor in-
juries. — UNI
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' MUSHARRAF’S ‘STRATEGIC DECISION’

GEN. PERVEZ MUSHARRAF, Pakistan's Presi-
dent and Chief Executive, seems eager to per-
suade his compatriots, especially the critics, that
he faced a virtual Hobson's Choice in deciding to
go along with the United States in the context of
last week’s terrorist raids over New York and
Washington. For good measure, therefore, he
utilised a televised address on Wednesday night
to portray his U.S.-friendly act as a ‘‘strategic
decision” that was designed to prevent a proac-
tive India from isolating Pakistan on the interna-
tional scene in the aftermath of the world’s worst
episode of terrorism. New Delhi's perceived at-
tempt to drive a wedge between Islamabad and
Washington was also cited by him. However, it is
regrettable that Gen. Musharraf should have in
this manner dragged India into a controversy
that had much to do with his own Afghan policy.
Now, it is true in a sense that India has also been
looking for some new strategic kinship with the
U.S. by emphasising their common bonds of
grief and democratic outrage over the latest acts
of unprecedented terror on American soil. This
has certainly alarmed Islamabad, although there
is little or no reason why the U.S. should con-
sciously play zero-sum games in respect of India
and Pakistan at this particularly poignant mo-
ment. So, Gen. Musharraf could have avoided a
patently India-centric defence of his pro-U.S.
stance at this stage. Yet, if he plainly did not do
so, thereby hangs an intricate tale of Pakistan’s
domestic politics.

For Pakistan, the basic dilemm\a was that
the U.S. lost no time to name Osama bin Laden,
a wealthy Saudi dissident, as the prime suspect
behind the terrorist carnage that shook America
to its core on September 11. With Osama bin
Laden being the officially notified “‘guest’ of Af-
ghanistan's ruthless Taliban ‘government’, the
Bush administration demanded that Pakistan
exert its patronly influence over that adamant
‘regime’ in Kabul to help the U.S. track down the
Saudi fugitive. However, the issues at stake were

not seen in the same perspective in Pakistan,
where the Islamic extremists profess a symbiotic
relationship with the fundamentalist Taliban. As
Gen. Musharraf seemed to indicate in his latest
televised address, the pro-Taliban elements
within Pakistan may constitute just 10-15 per
cent of the population and yet hold the nation to
account on a major issue concerning the Tali-
ban. This should explain why the Pakistani lead-
er assured his nation that the current American
call for a fight against international terror could
not be construed as an anti-Islam affront. By
openly disclosing the sensitive information that
the U.S. had sought the use of Pakistan’s air-
space as also its logistical and intelligence sup-
port, he seemed to underline that he deserved
the trust of his compatriots. “Q\ )

Gen. Musharraf’s check-list of concerns —
Pakistan’s integrity, the state of its economy, the
sustainability of its strategic assets of nuclear
weapons and missiles, besides the Kashmir
“cause”’ — should cause no surprise at all in
New Delhi. Yet, his unmistakable message to In-
dia to “lay off”’ and refrain from seeking strategic
advantages in the present situation appears to

"be viewed by the Vajpayee administration as

some form of sabre-rattling. In denouncing this
“anti-India tirade”’, New Delhi is certainly right
in arguing that the issue of battling international
terrorismm should not be lost sight of. However,
prior to Gen. Musharraf’s latest speech itself,
New Delhi had veered to the view that the Agra
process of an India-Pakistan re-engagement was
receding to a back-burner in the context of a
whole set of new international and regional pri-
orities. Last week’s overwhelming tragedy with
global implications was seen to push this evolv-
ing set of priorities to the forefront. Now, while
the India-Pakistan equation has once again
plummeted, it appears that the U.S. would not,
for an entirely different reason, want to see Gen.
Musharraf’s political position endangered in the
present circumstances.
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“«* Musharrafspeak ,

The general’s rabble-rousing is best ignored

VEN General Pervez Musharraf’s
worst critics will have to admit it was a
' good speech. He pulled out all the stops
in his address to the Pakistani people on
Wednesday night citing everything from inter-
national law, religious teaching and rational
thought to Pakistan’s strategic interests in order
to persuade them that his decision to support
Washington was right. Inevitably, the Indian bo-
gey was brought into service too. It is well that
Musharraf lacks the flamboyance and oratory
of, say, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. His flat and mea-
sured tone fitted his central message of the
need for calm, collected thought and the speech
will probably be more effective for that reason.
This is a highly significant moment for Pakistan.
The words ‘turning point’, ‘watershed’ have
been used to describe it. Musharraf himself
compared it to 1971, a time when the quality of
Jeadership could make or break the country
and emphasised that “wrong decisions” would
imperil Pakistan’s future.

So far the general does not seem to have
put a foot wrong. However, it is an open
question whether he has the requisite political
skills to manage domestic actors through the
long and challenging period ahead. Having
understood quickly that Pakistan would have
to join the rest of the world in an anti-terror-
ism campaign, he announced his support for
the US and then began trying to align domes-
tic public opinion with his stance. Anti-
American demonstrations in the street in the
first few days have not been as large or vio-
lent as might have been expected. But these
are early days yet. Islamabad will be preparing

i

for all kinds of eventualities once rhetoric
gives way to action in Washington or Kabul,
for that matter. In the past passions in the
street have been so inflamed as to be regime-
threatening and the military has had to main-
tain order. Corps commanders of the army as
well as the ulema and political parties, three

powerful or' potentially powerful groups, !

have all apparently been consulted. The true
extent of their backing for Musharraf’s poli-
cies is unclear. There are no visible differ-
ences within the army. But that leaders of the
major political parties have not come out un-
equivocally in support of the military regime
in this hour of crisis should be a major cause of
concern, And Musharraf’s speech with its
lengthy quotations from the scriptures attests
to the fact that the ulema still has to come
aboard. The days ahead will show whether
Pakistanis fully trust their president.

In similar situations, all Pakistani leaders
have raised the Indian bugbear, some more
shrilly than others. Nothing works better to
unite Pakistanis behind the government of the
day. It is quite apparent Musharraf’s India-
baiting is mainly intended to bring fractious
Pakistanis together. He went too close to the
edge in one or two matters and he may cross
the line the next time. But Indians should not
be too exercised by his India-baiting just now,
nor need New Delhi engage in a public wrangle
about concerns in Afghanistan. As Prime
Minister Vajpayee has said, India wants peace
and stability in the region and is committed to
combating terrorism which, as every thinking
person knows, menaces all countries.

/
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Kabul plays for time

\0\

HT Correspondent/ Agenmes
Islamabad, September 18

A HIGH-LEVEL Pakistani team
flew back to Islamabad on Tues-
day evening after seeming to have
failed to persuade Afghanistan’s
Taliban regime to hand over ter-
rorist Osama bin Laden. The
team has no plans to return to
Kabul, even though the Taliban
Supreme Council is to make a
final decision on bin Laden in the
next few.days,

Dosprie the deleganon s return,
the Pakistani Foreign Office con-
tinued to insist today, “We expect
the Taliban to respond to interna-
tional demands.” But the
spokesman admitted that there
was “no programme” for the team
to go back to Kabul.

Two team members, ISI chief
Mehmood Ahmed and the head of
the Foreign Office’s Afghan desk,
Aziz Khan, went to meet President
.Musharraf almost as soon as they
“landed in Islamabad. They were
with him until close to midnight.

UNDET@K&EE AT the prospect of a possible military conflict with
the United States, Afghanistan's Taliban rulers launched a major
offensiv 3¢ the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance on Tuesday,
Analy: ‘he Taliban were attempting to exploit the recent
death of Ahmad 8hah Massood, the military commander of the
Northeru Alliance. Massood is believed to have been assassinated
by cohorts of Osama bin Laden. If the Northern Alliance is defeat-
ed, it would wipe out the most likely candidate for a post-Taliban

regime in mmm

The Pak regime announced
that Musharraf would address
the nation on television on
Wednesday at 9 pm Indian time.

Taliban Information Minister
Qudrutullah Khan said late on
Thursday that his Government
was prepared to hand over bin
Laden, but had told the Pakistani
delegation “to give us proof that
he did it, because without that
how can we give him up”.

The Pakistani team had
warned the Taliban to extradite

Agencies

bin Laden or face US military
retaliation. However, the Taliban
attached numerous conditions to
such a handover — including that
he be tried in a neutral, Islamic
country and that the world end its
support for the Northern Alliance
which would have been
unpalatable to Washington. .

The Afghan regime also sum-
moned its Supreme Council to
decide bin Laden’s fate. However,
the Taliban said the difficulty in
assembling the entire Council

would mean that it would not
meet until Wednesday. Council
convenor and Kabul mayor Ham-
dullah Nomani said, “About 300
clerics have already arrived. We
expect about 700.” Taliban foreign
ministry officials in Kandahar
told CNN that the meeting, once
convened, could take two to three
days. The Pakistani delegation
decided to not wait for the Coun-
cil meeting to be fully convened.

Early reports quoted the Tal-
iban number two, Muhammad
Hasan Akhund, as saying on
radio, “I would like to tell my peo-
ple that our jihad will be formally
resuming against the Ameri-
cans.“ The Taliban subsequently
denied they had declared a holy
war against the US.

However, the Taliban seemed to
be preparing for war. The funda-
mentalist regime shut down
madrassas across the country on
Tuesday and ordered students to
join the army Kabul had already
sealed its borders and closed off
its airspace.
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AKISTAN'S LEVEL of commitment
to the anti-terrorist coalition cur-
rently being put together by the
United States could have pro-
found implications for India-Pakistan re-
lations. In recent months, there has been
a perceptible U.S. tilt in favour of India.
Indian leaders have also continued to en-
gage the rest of the world on a bilateral
basis. Resolution of the Kashmir dispute,
the raison d’etre of Pakistan’s policy of tol-
erating Taliban and Jehadi extremism,
would suffer a serious setback if India is
scen resolutely in the U.S. corner while
Pakistan wavers. The terrorist attacks in-
side the U.S. provide an occasion for Pa-
kistan to reflect on its long- term interests
and to rebuild relations with both the U.S.
and India.

With India and Pakistan on the same
side, against terrorism, this is a historic
opportunity to set aside prejudices of the
past. Instead of seeking support from ex-
ternal powers in fighting each other, India
and Pakistan could work together along-
side the U.S. The matter of Jammu and
Kashmir, the core issue from Pakistan’s
perspective, could also be reasonably ad-
dressed. A similar opportunity arose in
1979, after the Soviet invasion of Afghan-
istan. The Janata Government made half-
hearted moves to seek a rapprochement
with Pakistan. But then Cold War mind-
sets came into play. India ended up back-
ing the Afghan communist regime.
Pakistan emerged as a frontline state in
the U.S.-led battle against communism.
General Zia- ul-Haq manipulated the en-
tire situation to ensure the longevity of his
own regime. In doing so, he ignored im-
portant matters relating to regional stabil-
ity as well as the progress and prosperity
of his own people. One hopes General
Pervez Musharraf will think beyond the
immediate survival of his regime while
planning his next move.

Last Tuesday’s terrorist attacks on the
symbols of American might will force a
change of thinking among the armchair
Jehadis even if the hardcore ones do not
change their mind. These attacks were
meant to frighten the world’s sole super-

d

By Husain Haqqani

The terrorist attacks in the U.S. provide an occasion for
Pakistan to reflect on its long-term interests and to
rebuild relations with both the U.S. and India.

power but have had the opposite effect.
The U.S. is neither scared nor humiliated.
It is seeking revenge and retaliation.
Those who turned to terrorism in frustra-
tion over the enormity and ruthlessness of
U.S. power will now learn a new lesson.
The way to get American sympathy and
attention is not to commit suicide while
hurting innocent people. It is to engage
the U.S. by taking advantage of the open-
ness of its system through reasoning and
the power of argument! The Americans,
too, have understood that they cannot ig-

- nore festering problems in remote parts of

the world — from Palestine to Afghanistan
to Kashmir — and live in comfortable iso-
lation. These problems can directly affect
the U.S. by motivating angry, violent peo-
ple to break all rules of humane conduct.

Although some in Pakistan will prob-
ably be swept by anti- American senti-
ment, as has happened several times in
the past, a cool- headed calculation of Pa-
kistan’s national interest should put Pa-
kistan in the U.S. corner. Until such time
as the Muslim world can match the eco-
nomic, military and intellectual prowess
of the U.S,, delusions of competing with or
standing up to “Washington’s arrogance”
need to be set aside. Some ideologues will
undoubtedly ask, “where is the evidence
against Osama bin Laden”. Others are al-
ready saying on the Internet that this
could be the work of Israel’s Mossad to fan
hatred against the Palestinians and Mus-
lims. ’

One conspiracy theory suggests that the
U.S. military-industrial complex may have
stage-managed these attacks to secure
greater defence spending from Congress.
But such views are as unrealistic as the
idea that crashing commercial jets into
New York’s World Trade Center will bring
western civilisation to its knees. These
may be reflections of a strong sentiment

spawned by the perceived one-sidedness

of U.S. policy in the Middle East but can-
not be the basis of Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy.

Most Pakistanis, including saner ele-
ments in the religious right, share the
worldwide indignation over the latest ter-
rorist attacks. The presence of Pakistanis
and Muslims among the thousands of ca-
sualties resulting from the September 11
attacks is reason enough to reject the
views of apologists for extremism. Now
the Government must rebuild the Pakis-
tan-U.S. relationship, ignoring the senti-
mentality that has undermined it in recent
years.

Although relations with the U.S. have
been central to Pakistan’s foreign policy,
the Pakistani attitude has been marred by
a rather romantic notion of what an in-
ternational alliance means. During two
wars with India (1965 and 1971), the U.S.
did not help Islamabad the way it expect-
ed. The Americans had advised Pakistan
against going to war on both occasions
and did not consider it in their interest to
get directly involved. They were pragmatic
— even opportunistic — in calculating
their interests even if the Pakistanis were
not. But Pakistanis have felt betrayed by
the U.S. ever since. Pakistan’s role in the
anti-Soviet war in Afghanistan has exacer-
bated public perception of the U.S. as an
“untrustworthy” ally. The truth is that at
the height of the Cold War, Pakistani lead-
ers sought security against India through
treaties with the U.S. The relationship
served Pakistan well. It got better weapons
and substantial economic aid. The U.S.
assistance made the Pakistan Army what
it is today. If the U.S. refused to fight Pa-
kistan’s wars with India, why should any-
one blame it for pursuing its own national
interest. After all, Pakistan never commit-
ted troops to fight in Korea and Vietnam,
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A new chance for two neighbours

despite being America’s ally. -~

The problem in U.S.-Pakistan relations
does not lie in Washington but rather in
Islamabad. Pakistan’s decision-makers
fail to analyse the situation correctly, cre-
ate false expectations and then get bitter
over disappointments. There is no ro-
mance between nations and each nation
must do what it considers as being to its
advantage. This might not sound fair to
some but that is the way it is. In the post-
cold-War world, U.S. ascendance is un-
challenged. The U.S. is now the world’s
sole superpower and symbolic terrorist at-
tacks do not detract from that reality. Real
or perceived flaws of American diplomacy
and national character notwithstanding,
Pakistan has to reconcile to U.S. pre-emi-
nence in today’s world and work to secure
maximum advantage for itself in the con-
text of that pre-eminence. In any case, Pa-
kistan needs to join the global effort
against terrorism because it has become a
menace for itself as a nation, and its vic-
tims include the Pakistani people. The fact
that Pakistanis and Muslims were among
those killed on Septemker 11 should sen-
sitise Pakistani decision-makers to the
feelings of non-combatant Indians, who
get killed or hurt without having any role
in the policies that terrorist acts ostensibly
oppose.

Instead of allowing rhetoric to dictate
policy, Pakistan must decide on the sim-
ple calculus of gains and losses. There is
great need to understand American con-
cerns, define Pakistani interests, and then
blend the two for a realistic equation. But
joining the U.S.-led coalition should not
delude Pakistan into believing once again
that it will get everything it wants, espe-
cially in relation to India. For that Pakistan
will have to start dealing rationally with
the decision-makers in New Dethi. The
U.S. too is unlikely to give up its concerns
about nuclear policy, alleged support for
Islamic militants and lack of democracy,
in return for using Pakistani Intelligence
or air space to strike at Osama bin Laden.

(The writer was Adviser to Prime Ministers

Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto and Pa-
kistan’s envoy to Sri Lanka.) /



AKISTAN’S LATEST policy formula-

tions are so contradictory in nature

that the country must brace for anar-

chical conditions in the coming days.
For a start, its U-turn under American pres-
sure from being a friend of Afghanistan to
~ its foe will fuel religious passions among the
Islamic zealots to an extent which the
authorities are bound to find difficult to con-
‘trol. Pakistan’s willingness to return to the
-warmth of American embrace is under-
standable. But the volte face on Afghanistan
and the conditions it has specified as a basis
for supporting America, including one on
Kashmir, underline such crass cynicism
that Pakistan may never quite be taken
seriously in future. What.is immediately
obvious is that while all other countries
have offered prompt and unconditional
support to the US in its fight against terror-
ism, Pakistan has not only dithered but
agreed to join the battle only if its outra-
geous terms are met.

Clearly, it is not the menace of terrorism
which is of any concern to Pakistan. Instead,
it wants to use this opportunity provided by
a world traumatised by the horrifying events
of September 11 to extract concessions relat-
ing to its own despicable terrorist manoeu-
~vres. A major reason for this effort is per-

o\ U-turn at Islamabad +©,

haps the realisation that a close American

involvement in the Afghan offensive will

expose the training camps for terrorists

which it had been operating with the

Taliban’s help. Since the discovery will

explode the myth of a ‘struggle for self-deter-

mination’ in Kashmir and buttress India’s

position, Pakistan wants to secure an assur-
ance from the US that the Kashmir issue will

not be allowed to fade away.

It is immaterial how the US responds to
this contemptible move. In any event,
Washington must be convinced about the
heinous role which Pakistan has played in
this region. The point, however, is that such
preconditions, including the one about keep-
ing India and Israel away from an anti-ter-
rorist coalition, show how necessary it is for
Pakistan to cater to the bigots who constitute
the entire jehadi enterprise. It is worth not-
ing that neither Saudi Arabia nor the United
Arab Emirates, the two other countries
which recognise the Taliban, has laid down
any conditions for their support. Having
played the jehadi game in Kashmir,
Chechnya and elsewhere, however, Pakistan
has no option. The irony is that these ges-
tures to the militants will not mitigate their
wrath against Islamabad, which has
betrayed their cause for a pot of gold. /



Hand over Laden in 3
Musharraf seeks U. %

help on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Sunday gave a three-day deadline
to Afganistan’s Taliban rulers to
hand over Saudi dissident Osama
bin Laden, or face U.S. military
action. In a last-ditch effort, it is
also sending an emissary to Kabul
to persuade the militia.

The decision follows a late-night
telephone conversation between
US. President George W. Bush
and Gen Musharraf.

work said that Pakistan has also
made it clear that it would not
allow U.S. forces to use its soil and
that any operation in Afghanistan
should be limited to use of air-
space only.

Giving details about
Islamabad’s ultimatum to the
Taliban, CNN said a senior
Pakistani diplomat will go to
Afghanistan on Monday to deliver
a letter to the militia asking them

(ye\

In another sig-
nificant develop-
ment, Pakistan
has told the
United  States |
that it was|
against involving

in any military
operation in
Afghanistan to

hunt down Bin |

Bin Laden sneaks

out of Kandahar

t ISLAMABAD: Anticipating U.S.
strikes, wanted Saudi dissident

. ! Osama bin Laden has sneaked out
India and Israel !

of the Afghan town of Kandahar,
along with his wives, children and
followers and moved to an undis-
closed secret location in
Afghanistan.

A Pakistan daily ,The News,
quoting sources in Kandahar said

. that not a single Arab national was

Laden, prime

suspect in

Tuesday’s terror-

ist strikes in

America, CNN
reported on

Sunday.

According to
the CNN report,
Pakistani
President Pervez
Musharraf also
asked Mr Bush
to play a more
active role in set-
tling the
Kashmir issue
and to lift US.

now visible in the city. They said
Osama’s large family had been
shifted to safer places in the coun-
tryside. He is reported to have four

- wives and several children.

Meanwhile, Osama has again
denied any involvement in last

week’s terrorist attacks in New .

York and Washington. “The U.S. is |
pointing the finger at me but I cat- '

egorically state that 1 have not:
” he said in a statement

done thi
sent to the Pakistan-based Afghan
Islamic Press News agency on

to extradite Bin
Laden.

Mr Bush
declared on
Saturday that

the US. was at
war with global
terror and
named Bin
Laden as prime
suspect in the
terrorist strikes
at the World
Trade Center in
New York and
the Pentagon.
Mr Bush
thanked Gen
Musharraf for
Islamabad’s
decision to join
the internation-
al community to
i fight against ter-
| Torism. Gen
Musharraf, on
his part, is likely
to visit China in

h ; Sunday. (agenci
sanctions against Y- (Agencies)

the country. It was not clear from
the American television network
report whether Gen Musharraf’s
offer of full cooperation against
terrorism was unconditional or
whether he was asking President
Bush to abandon the U.S. policy of
not mediating between India and
Pakistan unless both sides request
mediation.

Quoting sources close to Gen
Musharraf, the American TV net-

the next few
days to discuss
the  situation

arising out of the U.S. attacks.

Media reports in Pakistan on
Sunday said that Gen Musharraf
planned to visit Beijing in the com-
ing days to hold talks with Chinese
leaders on the emerging situation.

Gen Musharraf has already held
closed-door discussions with the
Chinese ambassador Lu Shin Lin
soon after presiding over an emer-
gency joint session of cabinet and
the national security council.igencig

days, Pak orders Taliban

AFF

AVE NEW WORLD

Bawn breaks over the New York City skyline on Sunday with the meiu State Building now reclaiming its spot as the tallest building in the
city folfowing the destruction of the World Trade Center. Crews continue to search for survivors in the rubble of the twin towers.

NYSE, Nasdaq will take stock today

NEW YORK: The New York Stock ™
Exchange (NYSE) and the Nasdaq Stock J 'BULLISH
Market said on Saturday that the day-long » Many institutions

NYSE for the start of trading. A group of
New York policemen, firemen and other
emergency workers will ring the tradition-

tests of their electronic systems were suc- are encouraging al opening bell at 9:30 a.m. There will be a
cessful and that they would reopen on their peers to buy two-minute moment of silence before trad-
Monday — ending the longest interruption stock on Monday ing begins. The resumption of stock trading
of U.S. trading since before World War IL to prevent a sharp will “send a very important message to the
Meanwhile, across the nation many insti- sell-off in Share criminals who so heinously attacked this
tutions, companies and individuals were ] country, that they lost,” NYSE Chairman
encouraging their peers to be ready to buy H'_cfs__________ Richard Grasso said at a news conference
stock on Monday to prevent a sharp sell-off »Policemen, at the exchange.
in share prices. The reopening of the NYSE’s firemen and other “The American way of life goes on.” The
famed Wall Street trading floor is expected emergency NYSE, located a few blocks from the col-
to provide a big psychological boost in the workers will ring  J lapsed WTC towers, wasn’t physically dam-
city and far beyond. the traditional aged. But the communications links
In addition to getting a critical piece of the opening bell at between the NYSE and its member bro-
country’s financial system back on its feet, 9:30 a.m. kerage firms sustained heavy damage in the
restarting the markets will be an important ' »Top firms like attack. Phone company Verizon
symbol of the nation’s recovery from last Cisco Systems Communications has been working around
week’s terrorist attacks on New York and plan to buy back the clock to replace damaged lines in lower
the Pentagon, market and government offi- some of their Manhattan. The NYSE and Nasdaq said
ciglf stressed. shares their tests on Saturday showed that com-

Treasury secretary Paul O’Neill and other

munications were restored well enough to
top government officials will be at the

allow for trading to resume. (LA=wP Svc)
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It is a time of
reckoning for
Pakistan’s military
establishment as the
Americans pile on the
pressure, writes
B. Muralidhar Reddy.

THIN HOURS of
tragedy striking at
the heart of the only
superpower, the

i repercussions are felt halfway

across the world in a tiny third
world country. Pakistan is in the
news for the role it will have to
choose as the U.S. launches its
revenge on the perpetrators of
the September 11 carnage. The
focus of U.S. investigations is on
the Saudi fugitive, Osama Bin
Laden, and his host, the
Taliban.

As the closest ally of the
Taliban, or, as many believe, the
very architect of the militia, it is
a time of reckoning for the
military establishment in
Islamabad. Either it chooses to
carry the baggage of Islamic
‘fundamentalism’ as the West
sees it or cashes in on the
‘chance’ it has been offered, to
borrow the phrase of the U.S.
President, Mr. George Bush.

The role it has played so far
in supporting the Taliban in
Afghanistan, who have in turn
supported Osama Bin Laden,
will be ignored if and only if it
decides to support the U.S. in
its terrorist hunt. Otherwise, it
faces the risk of international
isolation and wrath. And for a
country like Pakistan, already
buckling under economic,
political and so- called moral
sanctions, that could be the last
straw.

The U.S. has placed its
demands. These range from
consent to use Pakistani
airspace if and when it decides
to launch retaliatory attacks on
Afghanistan in pursuit of
Osama; closure of the border
with Afghanistan and of fuel
supply to the Taliban, and
sharing of all information on
Osama.

This is a tall order for any
regime in Pakistan. Pakistan
faces one of its biggest-ever
challenges. And, needless to say,
it is going to test Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s mettle. Either
Pakistan has to join the
international war against
terrorism or be pulverised
alongside the extremists it might
decide to support in keeping

In a bind

A Pakistani police officer checks an Afghan’s papers near the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad... time to

with its internal compulsions.

The high stakes for Pakistan
vis-a-vis the Taliban can be
gauged from the simple fact that
Afghanistan has been a crucial
component of Islamabad’s
foreign policy for nearly two and
half decades now. Even before
the September 11 catastrophe,
there had been a furious debate
within Pakistan for several
months now on how the
Afghanistan policy was a virtual
disaster. The Pakistan
establishment has used it as a
support base for its policy on
Kashmir, but the Taliban has
affected the country’s very social
fabric. Taking the Taliban as a
role model, an extreme-
fundamentalist religious class
has now become an internal
threat, besides the Taliban
becoming adventurous on the
Durand Line itself in pursuit of
a greater Pashtoon nation.

This is the dilemma for the
military establishment as it
braces to tackle the pressure
from the U.S. for cooperation.
The repercussions within
Pakistan if the Musharraf
Government were to give a
blank cheque to the Americans
were evident from the reactions
to the prospect. Political,
religious and militant outfits

make the choice.

have all spoken in one voice
against allowing U.S. troops to
operate from Pakistani soil.
That does not mean all of
them are happy with the
Government’s Afghan policy. In
fact, a majority in Pakistan
believes that it is a sure recipe
for disaster — the
‘Talibanisation’ of Pakistan.
However, the overwhelming
public opinion in Pakistan is to
preserve ‘national honour’ and

1ot to appear to be acting as a

puppet of the U.S. While there
is wide- ranging sympathy for
the victims of the tragedy, one
cannot ignore the sentiment
that this is perceived as payback
time for long-term U.S. policies
in the region.

In the eye of the storm is
Osama bin Laden. Drawing his
might from the fortunes his
family made in the construction
business in Saudi Arabia, he has
achieved hero status in the Arab
and Muslim world. His
organisation, Al Qaeda has been
linked with the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing, the 1996
killings of 19 U.S. soldiers in
Saudi Arabia, the Nairobi and
Dar-es-Salaam Embassy
bombings and the attack on
USS Cole in Yemen.

He is considered the force

behind getting people from all
over to join in a pan-Islamic
movement of jehadis,
mujahideen and fidayeen. The
Taliban gave him refuge when
all others turned him away
following pressure from the U.S.
Today, the chances that the
Taliban does not know where
Osama actually is are not that
low. He is known to operate
with highly sophisticated
communcations equipment. The
Taliban chief, Mullah Omar,
considers him a friend and an
ally but the regime seems
nervous in the face of the
dangers his presence poses to
their very existence today.

However hard the Musharraf
regime might try, there.is no
way it can do any balancing act.
It is time to take sides despite
the consequences in both the
options. It is a million- dollar
question how Gen. Musharraf
will respond to the challenge.
Will he turn it to his advantage
and rule happily ever after or
allow the fundamentalists to
take control and lead his nation
into an economic abyss and
obscurantism. Irrespective of
what he does, the politics of

South Asia is poised fora total
overhaul. /(
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Pak extends half a |

FROMIDREES BAKHTIAR IN \ /\

ISLAMABADAND REUTERS

Sept. 15: President George W.
Bush today vowed a “sweep-
ing, sustained and effective”
campaign against those be-
hind Tuesday’s terror attacks
as Pakistan accepted US re-
quests for cooperation in com-
bating terrorism.

Secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell said at Camp David that Pak-
istan had agreed to all US requ-
ests, which would mean allowing
air and ground attacks to be mo-
unted from its soil on Osama bin
Laden, believed to be hiding in
Afghanistan. The Taliban regi-
me warned Pakistan and any ot-
her counfry cooperating with the
US of “extraordinary danger”.

It was not clear yet if Pakistan
was ready to permit its territory
to be used for launching ground
attacks, a possibility Bush did not
rule out as he and his team met at
Camp David late tonight. Bush
phoned Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf and thanked him
for Islamabad’s “full” support.

Earlier, asked if he had a mes-
sage for the 50,000 reserve troops,
whose call-up he has approved,
Bush said: “The message for
everybody who wears the uniform
— get ready. The United States
will do what it takes to win the
wan 1

After afour-hour joint meeting
of the National Security Council
and the Cabinet in Islamabad, for-
eign minister Abdul Sattar said:
“Pakistan does not expect to take
part in military operations out-
side our border.”

He said Pakistan would com-
ply with all UN Security Council
resolutions to combat terrorism.
There was no word from Islam-
abad as to what it had agreed to.
“The government will discharge
its responsibilities under interna-
tional law,” Sattar said, adding

O

Graphic: RAJ

that the specifics were still being
worked out. This could mean Pak-
istan would ask for a UN resolu-
tion supporting action against
Afghanistan.

Sources said Pakistan might
provide air or sea space for laun-
ching attacks but this could fall
short of US expectations, which
include ground-troops movement.
Earlier this week, it had handed
Pakistan a list of requests: closing
the border with Afghanistan, cut-
ting off fuel supplies to the Tal-
iban, sharing intelligence and
helping in air and ground attacks.

Pakistan has been consulting
its allies, China and other Muslim
nations. An envoy of

<
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*They become fully operational during wartime

have to cross Pakistani airspace.

Attending a national security
meeting with Bush and top advi-
sers, Powell said he wanted to
“thank the President and people
of Pakistan for the support that
they have offered and their will-
ingness to assist us in whatever
might be required in that part of
the world”. Asked what he meant,
Powell said Pakistan had agreed
to all US requests.

As winds of war strengthened,
Bush for the first time singled out
bin Laden as the prime suspect.
Bush warned bin Laden he would
not be able to hide from America’s
wrath. “If he thinks he can hide

from the US and our

Saudi Arabia flew allies, he will be
in yesterday. m sorely mistaken.”
India has signa- Bush stepped
led that it isready | Those whomakewar | up his rhetoric to
to let the US use its against the United its highest pitch
bases. India could States have chosen since Tuesday’s at-
provide a large | theirowndestruction | tacks, which have
base for strikes at left hundreds con-
Afghanistan, but GEORGE W. BUSH firmed dead and al-
US jets would still most 5,000 people
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Indians detained

Dallas, Sept. 15 (Reuters): Two
men being questioned by the
FBI in connection with Tues-
day’s attacks have said they are
Indian. They gave their names
as Ayub Ali Khan, 51, and Mo-
hammed Jaweed Azmath, 47,
police said.

Investigators have not con-
firmed their names or national-
ity. The two men, taken off
a train in Texas and questioned
for two days, have been moved
to New York for further
questioning.

On Wednesday, they were
taken off an Amtrak train for
causing a disturbance and
found to be travelling without
legal papers and with items po-
lice described as suspicious.

missing. “Those who make war
against the United States have
chosen their own destruction,”
Bush declared.

The risks for Pakistan in agre-
eing to US conditions became im-
mediately apparent. “If a neighb-
ouring country or the regional co-
untries — particularly Islamic co-
untries — gave a positive response
to American demands for milita-
ry bases, it would spark off extra-
ordinary danger,” Taliban’s amb-
assador to Pakistan, Mullah Abd-
ul Salam Zaeef said in Islamabad.

The Taliban called for a jihad
against anyone cooperating with
the US and vowed to send fighters
to extract revenge.

“It is not impossible that we
would attack such (a) country
under compulsion and the mujah-
ideen would have to enter the terr-
itory of such a country,” he added.

The Taliban told the few rem-
aining foreigners in Afghanistan
to leave “for their own security”.

B See Pages 4-8 and Business
Telegraph /
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Mubashir Zaidi and Agencié
Istamabad/Kabul, September 14

PAKISTAN TODAY gulped and
agreed in principle to cooperate
with the US in its hunt for Osama
bin Laden, swallowing the
‘chance’ offered by George Bush
to prove its commitment to bat-
tling terrorism, a highly placed
Government source said.

But the Taliban struck a defi-
ant posture, saying it was expect-
ing massive US air strikes,
which, if carried out. would
surely be met with force.

“We are ready to pay any price
to defend ourselves and to use all
means to take our revenge,” a
spokesman for the Islamic mili-
tia’s supreme leader Mullah
Mohammad Omar said over
satellite phone from Kandahar.

“Now they are indicating in
clear words that they are going to
strike,” Omar’s spokesman Abdul
Hai Mutmaen said. He said he
expected the attacks to be far more
extensive than the 1998 cruise mis-
sile strikes over bin Laden’s
alleged complicity in the bombing
of US embassies in Africa.

The Taliban statement coin-
cided with the US Senate’s nod to

MR
use of force and B s decision
to call up 50,000 reservists.

The Taliban spokesman warn-
ed Pervez Musharraf that coop-
erating with the US would trigger
a backlash from his own people,

In Islamabad, the decision to
lend the US all out cooperation
was taken at a marathon meeting
of all corps commanders presi-
ded over Musharraf at General
Headquarters.

But the official Press release
barely hinted at the regime’s
willingness, saying the military
commanders had unanimously
condemned Tuesday’s attacks in
New York and Washington. It
added that the commanders had
made certain recommendations
to the Cabinet and the National
Security Council, the country’s
supreme decision-making body.

The contents of the recom-
mendations were held back, but
sources in the Pakistan Govern-
ment said that the regime had
sought a few days’ time to build a
consensus in the country before
announcing its support for possi-
ble US action against bin Laden,
which could include letting US
warplanes use Pakistani air-
space for attacks on bin Laden’s

15

hideouts in Afghanistan.

The release sought to dispel
impressions of any difference of
opinion within the army about
cooperating with the US. “The
meeting was attended by all
corps commanders and principal
staff officers,” it said.

ISI chief General Mehmood,
now in Washington, had been
given permission to give the FBI
and the US Government all infor-
mation about Osama Bin Laden
and his Al Qaida, it was learnt.

An official spokesman said
President Musharraf had told

Sgy 201

a%rees to fall in line

US secretary of State Collin Pow-
ell on the phone last night that
Pakistan would not hesitate to
join in any effort to eliminate the
evil of terrorism. He also invited
domestic newspaper editors to
his home on Sunday to take them
into confidence about his Gov-
ernment’s decision.

The President is expected to
hold meetings with politicians
and heads of religious parties in
a couple of days and has asked
the leaders to remain in the capi-
tal for the next 72 hours.

Analysts here believe that
Musharraf has found a godsend
opportunity to refurbish Pak-
istan’s sullied international
image and revive the ailing econ-
omy, his prime concern.

The ‘maulvis’, so vocal other-
wise in their support for jehad
against the US and India, made
emotional speeches today in sym-
pathy for the people who had
died in the New York and Wash-
ington attacks. The closure of
Islamabad airport for nearly six
hours this morning triggered
speculation that a US plane with
FBI officials and military hard-
ware had landed in the capital for
retaliatory strikes.



TERROR IM AMERICA: DAY 3

| ,Splanssustamedif litary campaign; Indiar :
diplomats meet in Dushanbe, FBI has over 50 suspects : 'More than

By SEEMA MUSTAFA
New Delhi, Sept 13 The
United States, which is close od
the track of dreaded terrorist
Osarma bin Laden, is now exert-
ing full pressure on Pakistan to
extend all cooperation-and sup-
port for any retaliatory action
that might be ‘taken by
Washington agamst him and the
Taliban.

Pakistan = President General
Pervez Musharraf, - who has
promised ‘“‘unstinted coopera-
tion,” has been virtually
hemmed in by the Bush adminis-
tration with US secretary of state
Colin Powell-asking him direct-

) ly over the telephone whether he
was with thie terrorists or against
them. Mr Powell did not bother
to hide the ¢onversation and told
reporters in Washington Ilater
that “we had thought it would be .
useful to point. out to the
Pakistan leadership. at every
level that we are looking for and
expecting’ sheir-fullést coopata-
tion and their help and their sup-
port.”

The US administration, hot on
the heels of prime suspect Bin
Laden, has surrounded Pakistan
diplomatically with the, clear
‘message: deliver, or else... US
ambassador to Pakistan” Wendy
Chamberlain 'miet  President
Musharraf on Thursday to fol-
low up on Mr Powell’s conver-
sation with- him and Pakistan
foreign minister Abdul Sattar.
US deputy secretary of state
Richard Armitage met Pakistan
ambassador to the US Maleeha
Lodhi in Washington to drive
home the message. Mr Armitage .
was also to meet ISI chief READY FOR WAR: Recruits of Saudi- born bllhonalre Osama bm Laden wave their guns and display °
Mahmoud Ahmad. . ) Qurans in this frame grab from an undated training videa at an undisclosed location in Afghanistan.

Mr Powell said the intention  Stalls in Pakistan have been selling VCDs issued by Bin Laden’s Al Qaeda organisation which shiows
was to find out “how helpful' Muslim youths being trained to fight the. West. Bin Laden is the prlme suspect behmd Tuesday S
# Turn to Page 2 devastating attacks on New York and Washington. (Reuters)

Mohammed Atta
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‘Commonwealth
to keep doors *
shut on Pak 6

Vijay Dutt
London, September 5 U \

PAKISTAN WOULD remain sus-
pended from the Councils of Com-
monwealth as per decision by the
Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group (CMAG) after two-
day talks in London. But, it rec-
ommended the revocation of sus-
pension of Fiji to the Common-
wealth Heads of Governments
provided Commonwealth observ-
er group judged the elections
there being held today as fi'ee and
fair.

Pakistan President Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s announcement of
the country's “road to democracy”
apparently failed to convince the
eight foreign ministers who are
members of CMAG. The body
expressed concern over the “con-
tinuation of non-democratic Gov-
ernment in Pakistan, in violation
of the Commonwealth’s funda-
mental values expressed in the
Harare Commonwealth Declara-
tion”. Botswana, Barbados,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Bangladesh
and the UK, were expected to
argue for the revocation , but Hin-
dustan Times learns that after a
long discussion, they decided not
to change the status.

A source said that last-minute
efforts by Pakistan is likely to be
made at the next CMAG meet on
October 5, just before the meeting
of Commonwealth heads at Bris-
bane. But the communique issued
at London contains strictures,
which would not be easily over-
come, Commonwealth Secretary
General Don McKinnon has been

MILITARY EXERCISES

PAKISTAN AIR Force Chief
Air Marshal Mushaf Ali Mir
has announced that the
armed forces will hold mili-
tary exercises next month.
The PAF along with Army
and Navy would be trying a
number of new concepts in
air warfare named High
Mark-2001, he said during an
interview with. He also dis-
closed that PAF would buy 52
more Chinese ajrcraft and
funds in this regard have
been provided to the force by
the government, “Our fleet is
much more potent than it was
five years back. We are in the
process of receiving 46 F7-PG
aircraft from China to replace
our old F-6 aircraft, he said.
HTC, Islamabad

requested to play an active moni-
toring role in the period leading to
the democracy

Russia to launch Pak satellite

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail
Kasyanov has reportedly autho-
rised a Russian space launch
vehicle to send a Pakistani satel-
lite into orbit. A bilateral deal
has been signed between Islam-
abad and Moscow for Badr-B to
be placed in orbit by Zenit from
the Russian space launch station

Baikanur.
Indo-Asian News Service,
Moscow
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‘Musharraf 1o

keep date’ ®

wi

Vijay Dutt
London, May 29

PAKISTAN'S CHIEF Executive
Pervez Musharraf has accepted
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee’s
May 25 invitation for an Indo-Pak
summit in New Delhi and said he
was going “with an open mind to
make it historic”.

Speaking to the BBC, the Gen-
eral said: “I really appreciate
Prime Minister Vajpayee for his
statesmanship, his vision, his
courage and boldness in accept-
ing reality, and to address an
issue that has bedevilled rela-
tions between our two coun-

tries.” But a cautious Musharraf

warned that though he was flexi-
ble and was prepared to discuss a
range of topics, “the core issue is
Kashmir and let there be no
doubt in that”.

On making the LoC perma-
nent and on the question of inde-
pendence to Kashmiris, Gen
Musharraf aveoided a direct
answer. “We’ll cross the bridge
when we arrive there.”

Gen Musharraf said Pakistan
has proposed any date after June
20 for the planned summit. “We
are proposing any date after the
20th, 25th, end of June or early
next month.”

Formally accepting Vajpayee's
invitation, Musharraf wrote in
his reply, “I accept your invita-
tion to me and my wife to visit
India with great pleasure.” The
General's letter was handed over
by Pakistan High Commissioner
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi to Foreign
Secretary Chokila Iyer.

When asked whether the invi-
tation meant the countries had
come out of the low point after
Kargil, he replied: "That is all
history. We need to move ahead,
look ahead with optimism.”

The General even said he was
willing to go along with Vajpayee
+ India wanted to place nuclear
veapons on the agenda.

Pervez Musharraf

But the Pakistan Chief Execu-
tive was decidedly cagey over
domestic affairs. On speculation
that he would be the next Pak-
istan president and whether he
was going to stay in that role or
any other role after the elections
next October, he said, “We
haven't taken any such decision.
There are certain national inter-
ests that have to be kept in mind.

When told that a controlled
democracy contradicts the idea
of a true democracy, Musharraf
said, “Unbridled power is
unavailable to anyone. If the
chief executive is not function-
ing within the checks and bal-
ances, there has to be a constitu-
tional answer to correct those
violations, Qur chief executive
has been working against the
national interest.”

What if the elections were won
by either the Pakistan Muslim
League or the Pakistan Peoples
Party, and they decide to bring
back their exiled leaders, Nawaz
Sharif or Benazir Bhutto?

“I have no differences with
these parties. Whoever wants to
come back, their role can only be
clear after they are held account-
able for their misdeeds in this
decade of disaster.”

Related reports on Pagel/
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 15. Striking a
tough posture on his proposed
summit meeting with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the Pakistan military ruler
and Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, today reiterated that
Kashmir was the ‘core issue’ of
tension between India and Pakis-
tan and any attempt to sideline it
would not help improve relations
between the two countries.

Taking part in the ‘face the na-
tion’ programme on the State-
controlled Pakistan Television
(PTV), Gen. Musharraf agreed
with the formulation of a gues-
tioner that resolution of the Kash-
mir dispute was an ‘“‘unfinished
agenda” of Pakistan and it need-
ed to be addressed not only in the
interest of peace in South Asia but
also for the betterment of the im-
poverished people of India and
Pakistan.

He maintained that his ap-
proach of ‘open-mindedness’ in
talks with Mr. Vajpayee, at the
proposed summit meet would be
directly ‘proportional’ to the
openness from the Indian side. At
the same time, he was hopeful
that he, along with Mr. Vajpayee,

would change the course of histo-
ry. “I am qure my counterparts in
india... will also show open-min-
dedness dnd this time we will
change higtory,” he said.

He regretted the recent state-
ment by the External Affairs Min-
ister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, that the
whole of Jammu and Kashmir was
an integral part of India and said
that, hopefully, the Minister did
not mean it. "I hope India does
not take the stand when we enter
into a dialogue”.

In response to a specific ques-
tion from the audience, Gen.
Musharraf said it was for the first
time that India had referred to
Kashmir as an issue between the
two countries. The question was
whether it amounted to tacit rec-
ognition of Kashmir as a disputed
territory by India.

When a questioner wanted to
know the status of Kashimir in the
eight-point composite dialogue
process (CDP) proposed by India,
Gen. Musharraf said as far as Pa-
kistan and he was concerned,
Kashmir was the agenda of the
summit. “‘Any discussion on the
eight points without Kashmir
would not be acceptable. Yes, we
are prepared for discussions on
other subjects but Kashmir is the

- ‘Ready for a bus ide
to Muzaffarabad’

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 15. The Pakistan military ruler and the Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has said he would be glad to
take a bus ride from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad.

Taking part in the ‘face the nation’ programme on PTV, Gen.
Musharraf told a questioner that he would be glad if there was an
agreement between India and Pakistan on running a bus service
from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad on the lines of Delhi to Lahore.

There had been reports suggesting that this was one of the ideas

being floated for the summit between the two leaders,

core issue”. When a questioner
sought to remind him of the Iran-
India gas pipeline, Gen. Mushar-
raf said that no doubt it was an
important issue but it was the
problem of India. “It is not our
problem. We are for the project. If
India is not interested, let them
pay 25 to 30 per cent extra for
their energy requirements’.
Anchored by a prominent jouz-
nalist along with a panel of two
well-known scribes, the audience
in the studio consisted of a num-
ber of editors and columnists of
Pakistani papers. The 90-minute
programme was dominated by

¢ questions on the state of the
. economy, concern on law and or-

der and the growing menace of
sectarianism.

Gen. Musharraf staunchly de-
fended the performance of his

-

SIDELINING KASHMIR WILL NOT HELP

We'll %I\iqnge history: Musharraf

Government in the last 18
months. His assertion that the
government had drawn up a five-
year strategy to get Pakistan out of
the debt-trap prompted one of
the anchors to ask if it meant he
intended to stay on in power for
five years. The Chief Executive
ducked the question.

Cautious optimism

In response to a question about
his expectations from the New
Delhi visit, Gen. Musharraf said
that given the past experience of
relations between India and Pa-
kistan, and the unresolved issue
of Kashmir, he was travelling to
New Delhi with ‘cautious opti-
mism’.

““l agree with you that there has '
been no progress on the Kashmj
issue in the past. I hope it wotild
be different this time and, hope-
fully, we would change history. If
there is cooperation from the oth-
er side, we would make a new be-
ginning”, Gen. Musharraf said
when a questioner told him that
from Liaqat Ali to Nawaz Sharif
the experience of Pakistan with
India had not been happy.

Asked what he meant by ‘flex-
ible approach’ and how far he was
prepared to be flexible, the Chief
Executive said that no line could
be drawn on the expression he
had used. “I suppose the word
flexibility is creating confusion.
Let me say that my openness of
mind in talks with the Indian
Prime Minister would be directly
proportionate to the openness
the other side shows. So it is not
possible to clearly lay down the
line on flexibility”, he said.
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ISLAMABAD, JUNE 13. The Pakistan Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has begun con-
sultations with a select group of politicians
and religious leaders on his coming summit
meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee.

Gen. Musharraf's decision to talk to a cross-
section of politicians and religious leaders is in
response to the demand from various quarters
that he take the nation into confidence before
he leaves for New Deihi.

All major political and religious parties have
complained about the attitude of the military
Government on the summit. The recent state-
ment of the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Ab-
dul Sattar, that there was no need for the
Government to consult politicians and others
was strongly criticised.

He had argued that there was no need to
hold any consultations as there was no change
in Pakistan’s policy on Kashmir. However, po-
litical leaders have pointed out the contrast
across the border and quoted the example of
Mr. Vajpayee informing the Congress leader,
Ms. Sonia Gandhi, about the invitation to Gen.
Musharraf.

The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) chairper-
son and former Prime Minister, Ms. Benazir
Bhutto, has been most vocal in her criticism of
Gen. Musharraf’s visit to New Delhi. In nu-
merous articles and interviews, she has argued
that Gen. Musharraf does not have the man-
date to negotiate with India and has predicted
that he would return empty-handed on the
‘core issue’ of Kashmir.

Another former Prime Minister and leader
of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML), Mr. Na-
waz Sharif, has accused Gen. Musharraf of
‘begging’ the invitation from India and said

“Musharraf starts consultations on summit

By B. Muralidhar Reddy \(\Q /\/s

the manner in which the military Government
has stretched its hands before the Vajpayee
Government was a matter of ‘national shame’.

The fulmination of both the former Prime
Ministers have not only been seen as in bad
taste but;g‘re also considered a reflection of
their frustration. For instance, Ms. Bhutto has
been openly critical of India for inviting Gen.

Musharraf and in the process confgrring legiti-
macy on his regime. ?S
On Monday, Gen. Musharrat had a long

meeting with the leader of the Pakistan Mus-
lim League (Like-Minded), Mr. Mian Azar, at
Lahore and the summit meeting with Mr. Vaj-
payee was one of the topics of discussion.

It is ironical that the military Government
should choose to talk to the splinter group of
the PML first about the Delhi trip. The group,
born as a result of a split in the Muslim League
led by Mr. Sharif, is seen as a creation of the
Government and is not part of the conglomer-
ate of parties opposed to the military rule.

If reports in the Pakistani media are to be
believed the secretariat of Gen. Musharraf has
drawn a list of leaders of political and religious
parties, Ulema and senior journalists that the
Chief Executive would meet in the run up to
the summit.

In his meeting with Mr. Azar on Monday,
Gen. Musharraf has been quoted as saying

that he would not compromise on the basic .

interests of Pakistan in his meeting with Mr.
Vajpayee. Most of the political and religious
leaders, who have welcomed the summit, have
counseled the Chief Executive to stand firm on
the position of Pakistan vis-a-vis Kashmir.
Reports said Gen. Musharraf would hold
meetings with leaders of 13 religious and po-
litical parties iricluding the Alliance for Resto-
ration of Democracy (ARD) chairman,
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, Jamat-e-Islami

chief, Qazi Hussain Ahmad, JUP chief, Maula-
na Shah Noorani, Tehreek-e-Isteglal chief, Air
Marshal (retd.) Asghar Khan and Tehreek-e-
Insaf chief, Mr. Imran Khan.

However, no individual invitation would be

extended to either of the ARD partners includ-
ing the PPP, PML(N) and the ANP. Both fac-
tions of the JUI would also be invited forl
consultations.
Gen. Musharraf’s decision to hold consulta-
tions with the leaders appears to have been
partly influenced by the deliberations of the
recent conference of the core commanders.

At least one Urdu paper has noted that the
meetings would certainly help polish his polit-
ical image apart from lowering dangers of any
agitation against his visit to India. The Ausaf
has said his decision to take politicians into
confidence has come into focus after his visit
to Lahore and the important aspect of this
development is that Lt. Gen. Aziz Khan is the
Corps Commander of Lahore.

It said the military is united on the point
that doors of talks with India to resolve the
Kashmir issue should not be closed. But, on
the other hand, India should not be allowed to
crush the ‘Mujahideen's struggle’ in the name
of talks.

The “Indian offer for talks seems to be well-
timed. Mujahideen intensify their activities in
months May, June and July with the melting of
snow in the area. India made the offer in May;
the month of June will be for the preparations
and talks would be held in July. India wants to
take full advantage of these talks against Muja-
hideen. If we analyse the situation carefully, it
becomes clear that India has not shown any
interest to make the atmosphere conducive
for talks”, the paper said.
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" Sattar for U§ U.K.wou -

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 10. The Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, is leaving tomorrow for an
official trip to the United King-
dom and the United States for
discussions on matters of mutual
interest.

Though the visit to the two
countries was scheduled some
time ago, it assumes significance
in the wake of recent develop-
ments centered on India-Pakis-
tan relations and the proposed
summit beiween the Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Mr. Sattar’s Washington visit
would be watched with interest
in view of the consistent efforts
made by the United States to
bring India and Pakistan to the
negotiating table.

The proposed summit, nuclear

non-proliferatipn, with particu-
lar referj%he Comprehen-
sive Tes¢"Ban Treaty, measures

taken by the Musharraf Govern-
ment to contain extremist orga-
nisations and lifting of U.S.
sanctions are expected to top the
agenda of his talks with the Bush
Administration. 1\

During his three-day stay be-
ginning from June 17, Mr. Sattar
would meet the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell.

Efforts are being made from
the Pakistani side for an audi-
ence with the President, Mr. Ge-
orge Bush,

Mr. Sattar’s visit is in response
to an invitation extended by Gen.
Powell for an exchange of views
on matters of mutual interest be-
tween the two countries.

There has been a certain de-
gree of unease, though unstated,
in Pakistan's military establish-
ment about its ties with the U.S.,
particularly after the recent one-
day visit of the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, to Washing-
ton.

The Minister’s trip to London

is also significant, as it would be
the first formal interaction be-
tween the Pakistan Government
and the Blair Government after
the October 1999 military take-
over in Islamabad.

The relations between Pakis-
tan and the U.K. have not exactly
been sound. The Musharraf Gov-
ernment has not taken kindly to
the harsh comments from Lon-
don, from time to time, on mat-
ters which Pakistan considers are
essentially ‘internal affairs.’

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, on
more than one occasion has ac-
cused the Blair Administration of
shielding prominent personali-
ties of Pakistan who ‘plundered’
the country.

Mr. Sattar would meet the new
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw.

The change in the Foreign Of-
fice in the U.K. is good news for
Islamabad, as the military estab-

lishment did not gét along with
Mr. Cook. /Z‘
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“Proposed sumbdit- 1

makes it easy for Pak

to deal With U.S., UK.

ISLAMABAD: With the Vajpayee-
Musharraf summit scheduled to be
held in early July, Pakistan hopes to
make positive gains during the vis-
its of foreign minister Abdul Sattar
to Britain and the U.S. next month.

Mr Sattar would visit Britain
from June 12 to 15, from where he
would go to the U.S. at the invita-
tion of secretary of state Collin
Powell. His visit will be the first
highest-level contact between the
Bush administration and Pakistan.

Foreign office |
officials  here, |
who have begun
apprising diplo-
mats of various
countries —in-
cluding Britain
and the US—
about the devel-
opments  since
ndia’s invitation AB.Vajpayee
to military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf for talks, say the pro-
posed summit has brought about a
dramatic change in the complexi-
ties of the visits.

Mr Sattar’s trips to Britain and
the U.S. were carlier considered to
be extremely difficult missions con-
sidering the simmering tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.

In the changed scenario, the min-
ister in his discussion with British
foreign secretary Robin Cook is ex-
pected to make a more confident
plea not to press for boycott of Pak-
istan at the forthcoming Common-
wealth summit. The Common-
wealth, which continues to be criti-
cal of the Musharraf regime, said it
would call for sanctions if the mili-
tary rulers failed to restore democ-
racy by October this year.

Mr Sattar is expected to appeal
to the Commonwealth and the

Blair administration to recognise
the deadline of October 2002 set by
the Pakistani supreme court.

Mr Sattar’s visit, considered
more difficult and crucial in the
light of the U.S. influence in chan-
nelling the much needed interna-
tional financial aide to tide over the
crisis due to Pakistan’s 38-billion-
dollar foreign debt, is now expected
to be somewhat smooth, in view of
the proposed summit with India,
the officials said.

T During his
talks with Mr
Powell, the minis-
ter is expected to
§ make a strong
{ plea for the lift-
ing of the sanc-
tions imposed by
the U.S. as well as
the G-8 which

GenMushamaf  have  virtually
crippled Pakistan. The first U.S.
sanction was slapped in the form of
Pressler amendment in the late-80s
followed by fresh ban after the
1998 nuclear tests.

Pakistan is also expected to do a
lot of explaining about its contin-
ued relationship with the disgraced
Taliban regime and its failure to
pressurise the Afghan militia to
hand over Osama bin Laden.

The U.S.has been extremely criti-
cal of Pakistan for its continued
backing of the Taliban despite U.N.
sanctions against them.

Besides attempting to convince
the White House of the Musharraf
government’s efforts to internally
stabilise the economic and political
crisis, Mr Sattar is also expected to
try and convince Washington about

Islamabad’s efforts to establish
strict regime on nuclear materfals
to prevent proliferation.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy H

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 1. Pakistan today

rejected allegations levelled by

the United States that its nuclear

)ueapons programme was not un-
‘adequate control”.

A spokesman of thc Pakistan
Foreign Office said, “These con-
cerns, reportedly expressed by
some U.S. officials, are unfound-
ed. Pakistan does not export sen-
sitive nuclear technology to any
© country. It pursues a pohcy of re-
| sponsibility and restraint.” The
f Musharraf Government had fur-
ther reinforced the structure of
administrative and legislative
controls to prevent any export or
leakage of such technology.
| The spokesman was reacting to
| areport in the Financial Times of
London, quoting officials in the
U.S. that Pakistan could be

spreading nuclear' capabilities to
other States, notably N
Anxiety on the part

Folelgn Minister] Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, is scheduled o visit Washing-
ton in the third veek of June for
discussions on rpatters of mutual
interest, includjng nuclear non-
proliferation.

The London /paper is believed
to have quoted the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Mr. Richard Ar-
mitage, as saying that ‘“‘the U.S.
has concerns of proliferation with
Pakistan”’. The concerns, accord-
ing to the report, centered on
people who were employed by
the nuclear agency and had re-
tired.

The paper, quoting other U.S.
officials, said there had been con-
tacts between North Korean offi-
cials and senior figures in the
Pakistani nuclear establishment.

In another development, a re-
port in the Urdu daily, Jang, said
that the Foreign Secretaries of In-
dia and Pakistan would meet in
Colombo on Thursday and pre-
pare proposals for the framework
of the summit meeting between

the Indian Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B. Vajpayee, and the Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

Quoting diplomatic sources,
the paper said no formal request
for a Foreign Secretary-level
meeting was made by either side.
However, both countries had re-
ached “asilent understanding’’ to
hold an extraordinary meeting
because of the intervention of the
SARRC Secretary-General.

Parties extend support

The Jamat-e-Islami, the largest
religious political party in Pakis-
tan, has extended unconditional
support to Gen. Musharraf’s pro-
posed visit to India. Its chief, Qazi
Hussain Ahmad, was quoted as
saying in Karachi that his party
expected Gen. Musharraf to re-
flect the aspirations of Pakistan as
well as the Kashmiris during his
meeting with Mr. Vajpayee.

Pakistan ghould urge India to
accepdt the participation of Kash-
%

L

—N- -programme under control: Pak.

miris in talks and resolve the issue
in accordance with U.N. resolu-
tions. At the same time, he
warned the military regime that if
it made any attempt to ‘‘deceive”
the nation, people would never
forgive it.

In another development, the
Al-Badr chief, Bakht Zameen, said
that the offer for talks was a U.S.
conspiracy against Kashmiris. He
was quoted in the Urdu daily, Au-
saf, as having said that the U.S.
was working on a two-point agen-
da either to divide Kashmir or to
create an independent State.

Militants were aware of such
conspiracies and would foil each
and every American design
through jehad, he said.

A report in another Urdu daily,
Pakistan, quoted him as saying
that jehadi outfits would continue
their mission during the Indo-Pa-
kistan talks. They would respond
to the talks by intensifying strikes

in Kashmir. //
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 26, The Pakistan
military establishment is pleased
with the text of the invitation ex-
tended by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to the mil-
itary ruler and Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to visit
New Detlhi for peace talks.

A senior official in the Pakistan |

Government noted that the tone
and tenor of the letter of Mr. Vaj-
payee did not pose any ‘irritant’
to Islamabad in accepting the in-
vitation. X\‘)/\ % lgs

“The Chief’Executive's |Secre-
tariat and the Foreign Office are
burning the proverbial mid-night
0il tn pruduce an appropriate re-
ply. Hopefully the reply should be
ready in two to three days’".

The initial reaction of the offi-
cial in the military establishment
was that “‘there was nothing pain-
ful in the letter”. When pressed to
elaborate he said Islamabad was
happy to note that the letter did
not make reference to.any of the

sore points. PN

Avoidance of reférence to ‘cross
border terrorism’, a phrase India
has been harping on for several
months now, has not gone unno-
ticed in the military government.
The managers of the Musharraf
regime have also noted that the
letter does not join issue with Isla-
mabad on the ‘oppressive and
suppressive policies’ of New Del-
hi in Kashmir.

“We have no reason to com-
plain given the tone and tenor of
the letter of the Indian Prime
Minister. The response of the
Chief Executive could only be ex-
pected to be equally warm and
sweet”, the official said.

The official however did con-
cede that the military government

7 would have to do a great deal on

the domestic front in building a
favourable public opinion before
embarking on the journey to New

. Delhi.

“It is particularly necessary giv-

en the reaction of the jehadi and |

the religious outfits. The Mushar-
raf Government is fully conscious
of the fate suffered by the Nawaz

¢ Sharif Government in the wake of
! the Lahore Summit and would
undertake in the days to come an |
exercise to initiate talks with all
those concerned,” the official

; yveek of June.

-

said.

He claimed that though the ex-
act nature of consultations with
the political and non-political
forces before the departure of the
Chief Executive was yet to be de-
cided, the process would begin
soon.

Asked about the speculation on
the dates of the summit, the offi-
cial said, ‘‘we have seen reports in
the Indian media suggesting early
July for the summit. T suppose it
suits Gen. Musharraf perfectly
well. Though he has no engage-
ments abroad in the month of
June, he would be busy in the first

|
|
1

few weeks with the preparations !

for the budget”.
The Pakistan budget for 2001-
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FROMPRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 28:—India

today made it clear that

Kashmir was an “integral

part of the country” and ruled

' out plebiscite to find a
solution to the decades-old
dispute.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh also drove home the point
that Pervez Musharraf was com-
ing to Delhi on Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s invitation; therefore
speculation about his proposed
meeting with Hurriyat leaders
here was a ‘“non-issue” which
would not be entertained.

“We are not in the game of

. defining the bottomline on any
issue. The Prime Minister’s letter
has made it clear that discussions
will have to be held in the spirit of
the Simla Agreement and the La-
hore Declaration with the aim of
restoring peace and normalising
bilateral relations,” Singh said.
The comments were a warn-
ing to Pakistan not to hype the
Kashmir dispute and give it pri-
macy over other issues as domes-
tic pressure would then force the
government to take a rigid stand.
Musharraf, he stressed, should in-
dicate the type of long-term rela-

q;
tionsh/ip is country wanted with
India. reconeiliation,
friendship and cooperation from
Pakistan. This is our long-term
policy,” Singh said. “But is Pak-
istan clear on what kind of a long-
term relationship it wants to
enter with India?”

At anews conference to clarify
why Vajpayee invited the Pak-
istan chief executive, Singh said:
“Qur policy towards Pakistan is
not absolutist.” The policy, he
added, was reviewed from time to
time to take into account the
changing reality.

Singh refused to agree with

Pakistan’s argument that Kash-

mir was the core issue of dispute
which could be solved by a
plebiscite. “The Indian Parlia-
ment had passed a resolution stat-
ingthat the entire state of Jammu
and Kashmir was part of India.
Our stand on this remains unal-
tered and there is no scope in ei-
ther implementing the United Na-
tions resolution or to hold a
plebiscite in the state,” he said.

Sources said the remarks were
aimed at hardliners, assuring
them that the invite did not imply
that the nation’s interests were
being bartered away.

The minister described as a

1 Pak told to look
beyond Kashmi

“non-issue” Musharraf’s pro

sed meeting with Hurriyat leade-
rs in Delhi. “Musharraf is coming
here on the invitation of our Pr-
ime Minister. I don’t see how these
additionalities are now being in-
cluded in his visit,” he said.

But the man who had refused
to shake hands with his then Pak-
istani counterpart, Sartaz Aziz,
for Islamabad’s “great betrayal”
at the height of the Kargil flare-up
seemed more introspective today.

“We have to move beyond the
confines of history. Unless we ad-
dress the challenges of tomorrow,
we will do great damage to our pe- -
ople,” Singh said, emphasising
that the time had come for India
and Pakistan to work together
to fight the common curse of
“poverty”.

Singh said there had been a
clear shift in Pakistan’s policy of
driving militants into Kashmir as
firings across the Line of Control
had come down considerably in
the past six months.

Asked why Delhi has invited
Musharraf though groups like
the Lashkar-e-Toiba continued to
speak of jihad, Singh said: “India
is talking to the government of
Pakistan....”

8 Another report on Page V
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Musharraf likely to
vISIt it Delhi in July

Vajpayee ‘sends formal i 1nv1tat10n td

HT Correspondent @ )

New Delhi, May 25 !
THE SUMMIT between Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Pakistan’s Chief Executive
General Pervez Musharraf is
likely to be held in New Delhi
some time in July. A formal invi-
tation from Vajpayee to Mushar-
raf and his wife was delivered
today by India’s acting high com-
missioner in Islamabad, Sudhir
Vyas, to the Pakistani foreign
secretary.

Though official confirmation
of the time and place are await-
ed, indications are that both lead-
ers are keen to go through the
process before their respective
Independence Day celebrations
in August. For Musharraf espe-
cially, the political importance of
that is considerable as he would
be able to pack into his Indepen-
dence Day speech substantial

' hyperbole about a breakthrough
in his Kashmir initiative.

Pakistani high commissioner
in India, Jehangir Qazi, said “We
will attach the highest priority to
the summit while going through
the calendar of the Chief Execu-
tive as the Indian Prime Minister
has been so kind to request him
to come at his earliest conven-
ience. However, we believe the
Prime Minister is scheduled to
have an operation in June and
much depends on the length of
the period of his convalescence.”

Pakistani sources said the tra-
ditional position of Islamabad of
insisting on drawing the Hurriy-
at into the talks process is unlike-
ly to pose a roadblock to the sum-
mit. But there may be a subtle
indication in Musharraf’s offi-

)al response to Vajpayee’s invite

~about the need for Kashmiri
involvement to settle the “core
issue”.

Diplomatic sources expect the
Pakistani side to pack in some
public relations move during
Musharraf’s visit like requesting
the host country to arrange a
visit by the Chief Executive to
the walled city of Old Delhi

VAJPAYEE

where his roots lie. But New
Delhi is chary of that and may
shoot it down citing security con-
siderations.

In his letter to Musharraf, Vaj-
payee said: “India, through dia-
logue, consistently endeavoured
to build a relationship of durable
peace, stability and cooperative
friendship with Pakistan. Our
common enemy is poverty For
the welfare of our peoples, there
is no other recourse but a pursuit
of the path of reconciliation, of
engaging in productive dialogue
and by building trust and confi-
dence. I invite you to walk this
high road with us.”

Vajpayee reminded the Gener-
al that during his February 1999

FIVE JAWANS KILLED IN
HIZBUL STRIKE

FIVE CRPF men were killed on their
way to Chenani from Sudhamahadev
in Jammu, when an explosive device
planted in their car blew up the vehi-
cle at Gauri Kund around 7 am on
Friday. The Hizbul Mujahideen
claimed responsibility for the blast.

In another militant-engineered
explosion at Manjoos in Doda dis-
trict’s Banihal area, a jawan was
killed and another seriously injured.

PTI, Srinagar

M

¢ m

Pak military ruler

MUSHARRAF

visit to Lahore he had recorded
at the Minar-e-Pakistan that a
“stable, secure and prosperous
Pakistan is in India’s interest”.
He urged Musharraf, “We have to
pick up the threads again,
including renewing the compos-
ite dialogue, so that we can put in
place a stable structure and
address all outstanding issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir.”

It is apparent that Vajpayee is
looking for proceeding -with
wide-ranging cooperation rather
than getting bogged down with
Kashmir which figures only once
in his letter. He has consciously
steered clear of reference to ter-
rorism, the six-month-long cease-
fire and other Bqntentlous issues,
The obvious intent is to reach
across to a wider spectrum of
Pakistanis than just the military
leadership with reliable informa-
tion in tow that the people of
Pakistan have had enough of the
“core issue” strangulating their
opportunities for = economic
progress.

The forthcoming SAARC spe-
cial session at the foreign seere-
tary level will offer the opportu-
nity to the two countries’ foreign
secretaries to meet on the. side-
lines and discuss the contours of
the agenda for the summit. The
meeting will be held in Colopabo
onJune 8 and 9.

d 5;1:
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a B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 21. A meeting of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of Com-
mittee (JCSC) of Pakistan here to-
day discussed matters relating to
“defence, national security and
professional matters'.

Presided over by the military
ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the
meeting presumably reviewed the
situation in Kashmir. Though a
brief press statement issued by
the Inter Services Public Relations
{ISPR) was silent on the details of
the deliberations, the assessment
of the Committee, particularly on
Kashmir, is significant as india is
expected to take a decision on the
extension of ceasefire in the valley
this week.

“A meeting of the JCSC was
held at the Joint Staff Headquar-
ters here today. The Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf
presided. The meeting which was
attended by the service chiefs, se-
nior officers of the armed forces
and the Ministry of Defence dis-
cussed important matters related
to defence, national security and
professional matters”, the release
said.

The importance of the meeting
lies in the fact that as a man in
uniform, Gen. Musharraf has al-
ways kept senior colleagues in the
military informed of the proposed
moves of his Government on all
important subjects. It could be

—— ,,7% ,,,,, —

. joint chiefs meet
“discusses Kashmir

presumed that the recent visit of
the Chinese Prime Minister, Mr.
Zhu Rongji, and the forthcoming
meeting of the Foreign Secretar-
ies of India and Pakistan on the
sidelines of the SAARC meeting in
Colombo would have also figured
at the meeting.

A senior official said the situa-
tion in Kashmir in the context of
the Indian allegations of firing
from the side of Pakistan, the let-
ter of the JKDFP President, Mr.
Shabir Shah, and the possible ex-
tension of ceasefire by the Indian
Government came up for discus-
sion.

No detailed discussion on the
latest letter of Mr. Shah to Gen.
Musharraf seeking his co-oper-
ation in finding a peaceful solu-
tion to the Kashmir issue could
take place as the letter is yet to
reach the Pakistan High Commis-
sioner in New Delhi, Mr. Ashraf
Qazi Ahmed.

Mr. Shah has not only respon-
ded positively to the invitation ex-
tended by Mr. K.C. Pant, the
interlocutor on Kashmir, but has
also shown his inclination to talk
to the Indian Government. The
JKDFP chief has been quoted as
saying that he has no problems in
meeting Mr. Pant when he visits
Srinagar. The stated position of
Islamabad on the Kashmir

»
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] Pak softens stand on NMD

By B. Muralidhar Reddy H - \

ISLAMABAD, MAY 15. In what could be construed as
reversal of its position, Pakistan today said the re-
marks made by the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, three days ago about fears of a new nu-
clear and missile race had nothing to do with the
National Missile Defence programme of the United
States.

At a press conference here, the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, said Gen. Musharraf's observa-
tions were general in nature and were not related to
the events of the last two weeks. “What Gen. Mush-
arraf has said is the known principled stand of Pakis-
tan as well as a large number of members of the
United Nations. Pakistan as well as several other
countries has valued the strategic balance among
the greater powers (United States and Russia) on
account of the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) of
1972. So we are opposed to any statement that might
upset the strategic balance,” Mr. Sattar said.

On the statement of the Chinese spokesperson
that during his discussions with the visiting Chinese
Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, the Chief Executive
had broached the subject of NMD and apprised him
of Islamabad’s position on it, the Minister said Gen.
Musharraf had only explained the country’s princi-
pled stand.

The ress conference was called to apprise the
media gbout the highlights of the just-concluded
visit of fthe Chinese Prime Minister. The Finance
Ministey, Mr. Shaukat Aziz, also present on the occa-
sion, wds asked if Pakistan’s position on NMD did
not hurt its interests vis-a-vis the international fi-
nancial agencies it had approached for loans and
aid.

Mr. Aziz said the negotiations with the interna-
tional financial agencies for loans and aid were on
the basis of economic parameters and the economic
performance of the Musharraf Government. “Other
issues have no role.”

It is indeed a tight-rope walk for Pakistan on the
NMD given its friendship with China and its de-
pendence on international financial agencies to bail
it out of its tough economic situation. The United
States’ control over these financial institutions is
well-known.

Another factor that could have prompted the mil-
itary establishment to soften its position on the
NMD is Mr. Sattar’s visit to Washington in June for
discussions on matters of mutual interest.

In the presence of Mr. Rongji, Pakistan came out
openly against the NMD saying it was against any
action that re- initiates nuclear and missile race in
South Asia. Gen. Musharraf said Pakistan was in

agreement with China on the sub]e%
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/Pakistan will
‘maintain <~
minimum W
deterrence

5
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA (L} \*

AD, May 9. - Pakis-
tAn’s military ruler Gen Pervez
usharraf has said his coun-
try would continue to maintain
minimum credible deterrence
to “safeguard” its national and
! security interests.

“We will maintain mini-
mum credible deterrence to
safeguard our national secur-
ity and sovereignty”, Gen
Musharraf told a meeting of
Pakistani Naval Command-
ers at the Naval headquar-
ters here yesterday. His com-
ments came even as India
was conducting military exer-
cises in bordering Rajasthan.

Pzkistan has criticised the
holding of exercises as “a bla-
tant show of force aimed at
creating war hysteria”. A for-
eign office spokesman yester-
day said: “The exercises are
not going to impress Paki-
stan. Pakistan’s defences are
now unassailable. We are ca-
pable of deterring any ag-
gression against Pakistan”.

Quoting informed sources,
Pakistani daily ‘“The Nation’
today reported that Gen
Musharraf said his govern-
ment was conscious of the
country’s security needs and
would meet all the defence-
related requirements within
the available resources. The
military regime has, in prin-
ciple, decided to cap defence
budget at the last year’s level
of Pakistani Rs 155 billion,
owing to serious financial cri-
sis arising out of the $38 bil-
lion foreign debt.

However, a seven per cent
raise in defence budget is like-
ly to be proposed in the annu-

al budget to be submitted in :
the coming weeks by finance .

minister Mr Shoukat Aziz,

Appreciating the role '

played by the navy in safe-
guarding the maritime inter-
ests of Pakistan, Gen Mush-
arraf said his government
had taken note of the géquire-
ments of the navy afd would
provide, necessary/ resources
to fulfill them.




|
!
|
\

7Eak

susp

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, MAY6

PAKISTAN faces higher level
of sanctions and prospects of "full
suspension” of Commonwealth
membership if it fails to announce
the schedule for democratic elec-
tions in the country before the

. Commonwealth Heads Of Gov-
i ernment Meeting (CHOGM) in

date

Brisbane in October, Common-
wealth sources said today.

"If Pakistan fails to announce
for elections before
CHOGM, there is a good chance

i of its full suspension from mem-
i bership and even if it does an-

nounce a date and the date re-
mains October 2002, there will be
pressure from a number of coun-
tries to have sanctions, a higher

! level of sanctions," they said quot-
. ing the Commonwealth Minister-

ial Action Group of Foreign Min-

é:es tighter curbs, full

n from C’'Wealth

% ers (CMAG).

Though for long, the Com-
onwealth has stressed speedy
estoration of democracy, signals
anating from Islamabad are
"don’t tell us what to do, we will do
atour pace and what we judge is in
the best interests of our
country...that democracy has done
disservice to Pakistan,” the sources
told PT1. 1t is a very dangerous ar-
gument and the Commonwealth
leaders have effectively rejected it,
theyadded.

"The next step will be suspen-
sion of membership - its name will
not appear any more in Common-
wealth conferences and its flag will
not fly in Commonwealth meet-
ings and NGOS will have injunc-
tion in dealing with it," they said.

Pakistan is currently suspended
from the Commonwealth Council
and cannot participate in official
meetings - ministerial, official and

<7 MAY 2O

inter-governmental - but can take
part in Commonwealth games, cul-
tural events and NGOs continue to
have links with the country.

India has been pressing for im-
plementation of the Millbrook Ac-
tion Programme which stipulates a
two-year time-frame for restora-
tion of democracy (in countries)
where institutions are not in place
to permit holding of elections, the
sources said.

A maximum of six months are
given to states where institutions
such as election commission and
voters list are in place. Pakistan
has an Election Commission,
though the voters list is stated to
be faulty.

"India is making the point that
if you have a Millbrook Action
Programme, then you implement
it. You can’t seem to be going
against a code of conduct that you
have agreedupon,”theysaid.



By Amit Baruah

INGAPORE, MAY 3. The Pakistani
Chief [Uxecutive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, believes the uni-
formed regimes in Islamabad and
Yangon have much in common.

Gen. Musharraf, who became
the tirst non-ASEAN leader to visit
Myanmar since the 1988 military
takeover, said: “The fact that the
two of us are of a uniform culture
means that there’s a certain bond
between each other.”

For its part, the Myanmar re-
gime rolled out the red carpet for
the Pakistani military leader, with
the junta chief, Senior-General
Than Shwe, going to receive Gen.
Musharraf at the Yangon airport.

“Pakistan certainly wishes to
get closer to Myanmar,” Gen.
Musharraf was quoted as telling
reporters. “The future looks very
bright.”

The General said the two coun-

in Hanoi, on Thursday. — AP

tting closer to

tries would develop new trade
and commercial links. At present,
two-way trade totals a paltry $ 20
millions. *“We have to have better
future relations in trade and com-
merce.... that's why I brought a
team with members who could
focus on the issue of economic re-
lationship,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf’s visit comes at
a time when India- Myanmar re-
lationship has taken off both in
the economic and political fields.
The February visit by the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, marked an important mile-
stone in bilateral relations.

It is well-known that the Chi-
nese and the Pakistanis have an
excellent understanding.

The official press in Myanmar
has also prominently written
about the military backgrounds of
India's eastern and western
neighbours. ‘“‘Both General Mush-
arraf and Senior-General Than

The Pakitanl Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, with the Vietnamese Prime Minister,
Mr. Phan Van Khai, reviewing a guard of honour at the Presiden iagalace
v -l

Pak. for ge

anmar

Shwe are\ soldier-statesmen in
their own right, having weathered
similar stogms and having been
given the hglmsmenship of State
under similar circumstances,” the
New Light of Myanmar wrote.

“The two leaders....are dedicat-
ed soldiers hoisted by the needs
of history into the arena of na-
tional politics,” it said. It hailed
the Chief Executive’s visit as a re-
sounding success, stating that it
had “further strengthened the al-
ready strong ties”.

Arrives in Hanoi

DPA reports:

Gen. Musharraf arrived in Ha-
noi today and held talks with Viet-
nam’s Premier, with the two
leaders expressing a desire to ex-
pand their relationship. Gen
Musharraf and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Phan Van Khai, reviewed

a guard of honour before enteri
the presidential palace.
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N Pak., Nepal ties

\/\D

By uralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 13. Diplomatjc
ties between Nepal and Pakistan
have come under strain following
the detention of one of the Pakis-

| tani diplomats by the authorities
; in Kathmandu on Thursday in

i

connection with the seizure of ex-
plosives.

The Nepalese Ambassador here
was called to the Pakistan Foreign

Office and handed over a ‘‘note of

protest” and it was pointed out to

* him that the detention of the dip-

lomat along with his wife and the

i denial of access to him is contrary

to Article 29 of the Vienna Con-

| vention on Diplomatic Relations.

In Kathmandu Pakistan lodged
protest with the Nepalese Gov-
ernment over the incident and
said that the detention of the dip-
lomat was in contravention to the

. diplomatic convention.

i
i

In a statement, the Pakistan For-

. eign office said that ‘it is evident

i that elements hostile to Pakistan-

'
i

Nepal friendship are responsible
for this unfortunate episode. We

nent of Nepal would not allow

Fre confident that the Govern-

such designs to succeed”.

‘under a cloud

The incident is bound to cast a
shadow on the good relationship
between Nepal and Pakistan. It is
evident from the strongly worded
statement issued by the Pakistan
Government. i

“It has been repeatedly urged
to the Nepalese authorities that
such an action constitutes a clear
violation of the Vienna Conven-
tion and that adherence to its |
provisions is in the interest of the
conduct of diplomatic relations
between states.”

Reports from Kathmandu said
Nepalese authorities on Thursday
detained a Pakistani diplomat
and his wife with 16 kilograms of
powerful explosives in Kathman-
du.

It appears the diplomat has
completed his term in Kathman-
du and was all set to return back
to Pakistan.

Quoting sources in the Nepa-
lese government international
wire agencies had said that Pakis-
tani Embassy First Secretary, Mo-
hammad Arshad Cheema and his
wife were detained and their
statements were being recorded,
The reports said the diplomat was
trying to leave Kathmandu.
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Russian ‘no’ delays Pak.

O
K\ﬂ

Pakistan Air Force (PAF) to ac-
quire and build state-of-the-art
fighter plane, Super-7, in collab-
oration with China, is believed to
have run into rough weather fol-
lowing the Russian Government's
decision of not supplying the en-
gine.

According to diplomatic sourc-
es here, Russia had initially
agreed to supply the engine but
withdrew the offer a few months
ago. As China does not have the
capability to build a similar en-
gine, the crucial project is likely to
suffer a delay.

Pakistan is eager to acquire the
fighter aircraft early to replace its
entire fleet of ageing F-6, F-7, A-5
and Mirages. The need has be-
come all the more agute after the
United States decjded to stop the

The China Aero Technology
Import and Export Corporation
(CATIC) first conceived the Su-
per-7 project in 1992. It later in-
vited PAF to invest in the design
development as Pakistan was
looking for alternatives for its age-
ing military aircraft. These air-
craft, according to a recently
released official PAF book, The
Story of the Pakistan Air Force,
were lined up for replacement in
this decade as they progressively
turned obsolete.

As per the project profile, the
S-7 aircraft, designed to be a mul-
ti-role light weight day and night
fighter to attack ground targets,
ships and enemy aircraft from
considerable range would be fit-
ted with MiG-29 engines to be
supplied by Mikoyan Design Bu-
reau of Russia.

The project was approved by
the former Prime Minister, Ms.
Benazir Bhutto, in 1995, and the
MoU was signed by Mr. Nawaz

fighter plane project

Sharif during his visit to China in
1999.

As per the initial understand-
ing, Russia had agreed to supply
over 100 engines for the S-7 pro-
ject.

However, it is not yet known
whether the Russians have sup-
plied any MiG-29 engines for ex-
perimental  purposes, which
could enable the Chinese to de-
velop an equivalent in the coming
years.

Hopes of the project were kept
alive till February this year when
the PAF Chief, Air Vice-Marshal
Mushaf Ali Mir, visited China.

Before his much-publicised vis-
it, media reports quoted top Pa-
kistan officials as saying that he
was expected to finalise the mod-
alities for the S-7 project.

But later reports suggest that all
he could discuss was the induc- |
tion of FC-1, which according to |

PAF’s official book, has Chinege”|
avionics and weapons. j
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g_k fighter plane

project

a’”\fi setback

PRESS TRCIL F INDIA

ISLAMABAD, April 8. — Pak-
istan’s bid to acquire Super-7
fighter planes in technological
collaboration with China has
suffered a setback after Russia
backed out to provide the re-
quired engines for the state-of-
the art aircraft.

Diplomatic sources here said
the Russian decision not to
supply the required engine
could sound a death knell to
the ambitious Sino-Pak project
to build a futuristic aircraft as
Beijing has no matching engine
to fit the fighter aireraft.

Moscow had agreed to supply
over 100 engines but later
backed few months ago, sour-
ces said. However, it was not
vet known whether the Russi-
ans have supplied any Mig-29
engines for experimental pur-
poses, which could enable the
Chinese to develop an equiva-
lent in the coming years.

In terms of weapon systems
and avionics, Super-7 was be-
lieved to be a match to the state
of the art, Russian Su-30 air-
craft being acquired by India.

The story of the S-7 was virtu-
al repeat of Russia’s promise to
supply Mig-29 and Su-27 air-
craft in 1992. Russia had later
backed out under pressure
from India, sources said.

The intensity of the setback
can be gauged from the impor-
tance the air force had attached
to the project in its official book
The story of the Pakistan air

! force, released last year which
said, “the 8.7 is vital for the

suffers
{?M“@

V/

PAF as it is expected to fulfill
about 70 per cent of its opera-
tional requirements.” The in-
duction of the S-7, the book
saild was very important as
Pakistan’s 350-odd fighter air-
craft consisting of F-16, F-7, A-
5, Mirage, K-8 were poised for a
phase out.

The Super-7 project was
cleared by Mrs Benazir Bhutto
in 1995. The Mou was signed
during deposed Prime Minister
Mr Nawaz Sharif’s visit to Chi-
na in 1999. The project, also
termed S-7, was conceived by
the China Aero Technology Im-
port and Export Corporation in
1992 which later invited Paki-
stan air force to invest in the
design development.

S-7 aircraft, designed to be
multi-role light weight day and
night fighter to attack ground
targets, ships and enemy air-
craft from considerable range
would be be fitted with Mig-29
engines to be supplied by Russi-
an Mikoyan design bureau.
Besides the Russian engine, S-
7’s design includes multimode
pulse doppler radar, a mission
computer, and multi-function
displays. Its weapons systems
includes a variety of conven-
tional and guided weapons.

Bogged down by the Pressler
Amendment which prevented
the induction of American F-
16s and the serious economic
constraints resulting in the
government’s decision to cap
its defence budget, Pakistan
continues to rely on 40 odd ear-
ly versions of F-16s supplied by -
the Americans in 1993.

THE ST ATESMAD

- 9 APR 201



Pak ‘srudgingly’ backs
> Annan’s candidature ',

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, WIARCH 29. Pakistan has ‘grudgingly’ en-
dorsed the candidature of the United Nations Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, for a second term.

This is evident from the comments made by the
Pakistan Ambassador to the U.N., Mr. Shamshad
Ahmed, who also happens to be the chairman of the
five-nation Asian group at the U.N.

“[ had to convey the sentiments expressed by an
overwhelming majority of the Asian group,” he told
Pakistani correspondents after presiding over the
group’s meeting.

He conceded that Pakistan initially wanted to sup-
port an Asian candidate, as it was Asia’s turn. But in
the spirit of Asian-African unity, it went along with
the general trend of supporting Mr. Annan.

Mr. Ahmed was quoted as saying his country
should not appear to be isolated from the rest of the
world. The rich tributes Mr. Ahmed paid to Mr. An-
nan’s role during his first term have certainly not
gone down well with a section of the press.

“There was unanimous appreciation, acknowled-
gement of his qualities of leadership and there was
no doubt in the minds of anybody that he will be
re-elected,” he said.

Besides the desire to see an Asian at the helm of
U.N. aftairs, the Secretary-General's recent tour to
the Sub-continent partly contributed to the not-so-
enthusiastic response in Pakistan for his second
term.

Mr. Annan's statement minutes after he landed in
Islamabad urging India and Pakistan to attempt to
find a solution to the Kashmir issue in the light of the
Lahore Declaration and his view that the U.N. reso-
lutions on Kashmir could not be enforced without
cooperation from India did not go down well with
several quarters here.

However, Mr. Ahmed defended Mr. Annan saying
that the Secretary-General had not been unfair to
Pakistan. He was quoted as saying that Mr. Annan’s
statements were ‘largely misunderstood’ here.

Assault on scribe condemned

The incident involving the kidnap and severe
beating of a senior journalist with the English daily,
The News, on Wednesday by a group of five uni-

LS et
¥ 5 5 W 2
L S }51‘;“»;‘;!31

WL

dentified armed men has sent shock waves among
the journalist community here.

The group of men who kidnapped the chief re-
porter of the daily, Mr. Shakil Sheikh, from the heart
of the city repeatedly told him as they thrashed him
that “you write too much. Now you will not write
anymore’.

In a report on the incident the paper said the
unidentified gunmen beat him for three and a half
hours before abandoning him in a deserted village
some miles away from the main commercial centre
in the capital city. Mr. Shakil sustained multiple in-
juries, including head injury when he was hit with
the butt of an AK-47.

Mr. Shaheen Sehbai, Editor of the daily, has con-
demned the attack and demanded an immediate
enquiry into the incident. He has dubbed it as a
blatant attack on the freedom of press. The military
government has promised immediate action to
bring to book all those behind the attack.

Second n-plant inaugurated

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s second nuclear power
plant, built with Chinese aid and expertise, was in-
augurated today at Mianwali in the Punjab province.

The Chief Executive and military ruler, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, was originally scheduled to declare
open the Chashma Nuclear Power Plant but due to
inclerment weather he could not reach the place. The
Science and Technology Minister, Dr. Attaur Rah-
man, opened the plant amid much fanfare.

Those present included a large Chinese delegation
led by the Chinese Minister for Science and Tech-
nology, Mr. Liu Jibin, and the diplomatic core from
Islamabad.

The contract for the plant, which uses nuclear
power to generate electricity, was signed between
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC)
and the China Nuclear Cooperation in December
1991 and it took almost a decade for completion of
the project. It will supply 1,840 million kw per hour
of electricity to the State power authority.

There has been a major build-up in the last few
days by the Pakistani establishment to project the
plant as yet another ‘model of cooperation’ between
Beijing and Islamabad.



France will supply
16 used Mirage "'
fighters to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: France has agreed
to deliver the remaining consign-
ment of 16 overhauled Mirage air-
craft to Pakistan by June this year,
media reports here said. The planes
were being delivered as part of a
$120-million deal signed in 1996 be-
tween Pakistan and Sagem of
France, to supply 40 used type ITI
and V Mirage aircraft.

So far Pakistan has received 24
planes in three consignments. “The
remaining consignments will arrive
by June, compieting the process of
Mirage induction in the Pakistan
Air Force (PAF),” sources said. The
aircraft, each costing about $3 mil-
lion, were being delivered after
overhauling as Pakistan’s own Mi-
rage rebuild factory at Kamara was
over-booked with jets from PAF
and from friendly countries, Pak-
istan newspaper The Statesman
quoting the sources said.

The reconditioned planes have
virtually doubled the Mirage fleet
in the air force, it said. Their induc-
tion was crucial as Mirage contin-
ues to be a frontline fighter of the
PAF ever since its induction in
1970s. “Keeping in view the re-
source constraints, being faced by

the country, induction of thesq jets
would be a long way in strengthen-
ing air defence”, it said.

Due to heavy debt repayments,
Pakistan has decided not to in-
crease its defence budget and
pegged it around the last year level
of Rs 159 billion.

Meanwhile, PAF has test-fired its
“indigenous” surface-to-air “Anza”
missile along with several other
missiles including those of Ameri-
can and French origin during an ex-
cercise aimed at enhancing its com-
bat preparedness, media report said
on Tuesday.

“Anza”, a shoulder-launched
missile weighing about 10 kg, and
other surface-to-surface and air-to-
air missiles were testfired at Sonmi-
ani firing range in Baluchistan on
Monday.

Military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf and top military officials
witnessed the missile firing show
held on the concluding day of the
week- long “Missile Firing Camp
2001.” The air-to-air missiles fired
by different fighter plane included
French- origin Infra Red R-550
Magic, AIM-P (Sidewinder) and
US origin heat seeking AIM9-L. e7y)
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ISLAIbIAB D, MARCH 11. The United Nations Sec-
retary-Ganeral, Mr. Kofi Annan, began his visit
to the subgontinent on a rough note with both
Pakistan ahd Afghanistan urging him to play a
more pro- \active role in their favour even as
they paid little heed to his counsel.

The theme song of the Pakistani leaders
who interacted with Mr. Annan today was that
they had high expectations from the U.N. on
implementation of its resolutions on the Kash-
mir dispute. They stuck to the point, though
the Secretary-General made it clear moments
after he had landed here last night that the
U.N. could do precious little on the Kashmir
resolutions in the absence of co-operation
from both sides.

Addressing a press conference at the end of
his meeting with the Chief Executive and mil-
itary ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the U.N.
Secretary-General expressed the hope that In-
dia and Pakistan would get to the negotiating
table for a resolution of their differences, car-
rying forward the spirit of the Lahore Declara-
tion. Gen. Musharraf was present.

In the course of the day, Mr. Annan had a
detailed interaction with Gen. Musharraf, the
President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, and the Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar. All of them re-
minded him of the U.N. resolutions on Kash-
mir and Pakistan’s high expectations of the
international body to get them implemented,
not withstanding the helplessness expressed
by Mr. Annan.

As the Pakistan le
lutions and the &

s harped on U.N. reso-
t of the Kashmiri people to

s elf-determination, Mr. Annan reiterated the
need for India and Pakistan sitting across the
table to resolve all their differences in the spir-
it of the Lahore Declaration. He promised to
do his utmost to facilitate the dialogue proc-
ess.

The Pakistan President told Mr. Annan that
“the Kashmir issue involved a fundamental
principle of the U.N. Charter and a fundamen-
tal right of the people.

Without respect for the principle of the right
to self-determination, it would be impossible
to have justice and peace in the world”.

Mr. Tarar accused India of continuing re-
pression and atrocities in Kashmir and said
Pakistan looked to the U.N. in general and the
Secretary-General in particular for redeeming
the pledge the world body had made to the
Kashmiri people. Mr. Annan said it was his
intention to have a detailed discussion on
Kashmir during the visit.

It was the same story at a luncheon hosted
by the Foreign Minister, who complained that
the U.N. resolutions, though accepted by both
the parties, remained unimplemented. Ten
million people awaited with increasing des-
peration the fulfilment of the pledge that they
would decide the future of their state in a free
and impartial plebiscite.

The Minister told Mr. Annan that Kashmir
was the root cause of all problems between
Pakistan and India and referred to Islama-
bad’s proposals in its December 2 statement
for progress on resolution of the dispute. *‘Just
as our commitment to the U.N. is deep, so are
our expectations high.”

7/Pak. harps on U.N. resolutions

Meets Kashmiri women

A delegation of Kashmir women presented
to Mr. Annan a memorandum containing an
appeal for personal intervention to protect the
‘fundamental rights of Kashmiri people’ and
for ‘bringing a just solution of the problem in
accordance with the wishes of the Kashmiri
people and U.N. resolutions’.

The burden on Pakistan on account of the
Afghan refugee problem was the other major
theme of Pakistan leaders. They urged Mr. An-
nan to prevail on the international community
to be more liberal in help.

Gujral plea
PTI reports from New Delhi:

The former Prime Minister, Mr. LK. Gujral,
today asked Pakistan to ‘“‘seriously consider”
Mr. Annan's observations that the 1999 La-
hore Declaration could hold the key to a
peaceful solution of the Kashmir issue.

Mr. Annan's ‘‘observations do deserve very
serious consideration by Pakistani authorities.
India’s policy in this context is known. We
have always taken the position that we can
discuss every issue with Pakistan under the
Shimla agreement and the Lahore Declara-
tion,” Mr. Gujral told PTI when his reaction to
Mr. Annan's statement in Islamabad was
sought. Referring to the two meetings be-
tween the former Pakistani Premier, Mr. Na-
waz Sharif, and the Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B.Vajpayee, and his own four interactions
with Mr. Sharif, Mr. Gujral said ‘‘these interac-
tions between the Prime Ministers had been
moving in the direction of friendship and

peace.”’ India should sustain the momentu
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ISLAMABAD, MARCH 8. In what i}
seen in diplomatic circles as
damage control exercise, the Pa-
kistan Government today sum-
moned the Taliban Ambassador
here and appealed for a stop to
the destruction of pre-Islamic ar-
tifacts, including the Bamiyan
Buddhas.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Riaz Mohammad
Khan, told The Hindu that “we
conveyed not only our appeal but
also those received from other
countries’ to the Taliban Ambas-
sador, Mulla Abdul Salaam Zaeef.

The appeal was made by none
other than the Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf. Islama-
bad, which enjoys good relations
with the Taliban, has been inun-
dated with appeals from virtually
all over the world to prevail upon
the Taliban to give up their mis-
sion to destroy the pre-Islamic ar-
tifacts.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy O}x.

- "Pak. appeals to

Taliban

The military establishment has  team will seeK a meeting with Ta-

every reason to be concerned
over the furore against the Tali-
ban decision as the controversy
could not have erupted at a more
inopportune time. With just two

ays to go for the visit of the Unit-
ed Nations Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, to the sub-conti-
nent, the decree threatens to
overshadow all other issues. Pa-
kistan has been trying its best in
the last few days to keep Kashmir
on the top of Mr. Annan's agenda.

“We told the Taliban envoy to
preserve Afghanistan’s cultural
heritage as it is an asset of the
world community,” Mr. Khan
said. The Taliban representative
was also apprised of the concerns
of the Organization of Islamic
Conference.

Earlier in the day, a parliamen-
tary delegation from Japan left for
Afghanistan. Led by Mr. Akihiko
Kumashiro, of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, the three-member

liban supreme leader, Mulla Mo-
hammad Omar.

Lashkar defends decree
PTI reports:

Justifying the destruction of the
statues, the militant group, Lash-
kar-e-Taiba, has drawn a parallel
between the Taliban action and
Mahmood Gazni's attempts to
destroy the Somnath temple in
Guijarat.

The Lashkar chief, Hafiz
Mouammad Saeed, said the deci-
sion was “correct” as the destruc-
tion of statues “is a religious and
historic duty of Muslims”. At Id
prayer meeting at Chiniot, Saeed,
a teacher at the University of En-
gineering and Technology at La-
hore, said, “Ghazni launched 17
attacks on India in a bid to de-
stroy the statue of Somnath. He
continued to break idols until he
brought to an end idol worship.”

I
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Pakistan Navy to test-fire
ship missile

O :
6)“\9’\ apitals, including New Delhi, as
AN

Exocet anti-

Mudashir Zaidi
Islamabad, February 16

THE PAKISTAN Navy will test-
fire a medium range anti-ship
French missile, SM 39 (Exocet),
from its Agosta 90-B submarine on
March 4. Quoting a senior Navy
official, The Pakistan Observer
reported today that the decision to
test-fire the missile was taken to
boost the Pakistan Navy's prowess
in response to India's growing
naval capabilities.

The Exocet will be fired on a tar-
get ship from an unknown position
in the southern far coast of the
Indian Ocgdn. The Pakistani Navy
sent NOTAMS

per its obligation under the
Confidence Building Measures
Agreement.

Officials at the naval headquar-
ters said that the entire naval fleet
would be involved in the landmark
test firing. Atlantics aircraft, Sea-
kin helicopters as well as Fokkers
will be used for close air vigilance
of the area.

The Exocet SM-39 is a subma-
rine-launched fire-and-forget mis-
sile that can carry high explosive
warheads up to 165 kg. The maxi-
mum range is believed to be from
42 km to 70 km.

Besides France, Pakistan is the
only country to have SM-39 mis-
siles that can be launched from a

submerged submarine.

The Exocet uses a SNPE Naval
composite case-bonded sustainer
and a SNPE Condor composite
propellant. A cold missile would
take two minutes to launch but a
warmed up one will take only one
minute, although in an emergency
situation, the missile can be
launched in 20 seconds.

Naval officials claimed that
Exocet has given the Pakistan Navy
a great boost, it needed badly due -
to the absence of surface ships.
"The test-firing is also aimed at
warding off the false perception
that the Indian Navy can affect an
economic blockade of Karachi by
blocking sea lines of communica-
tions," the officials told the paper/
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Pakistan’s drift towards fundamentalism is the reason for its flight from reality in its relations with India

V4 \C

Y EXTENDING the cea

Kashmir for a third month in t

growing misgivings in the H

Defence Ministries, and despite nting
jehadi violence, the Prime Minister has demonstrat-
ed the sincerity of his quest for peace in Kashmir.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee has also made it clear that he
is only waiting for a substantial reduction of cross-
border militancy to open a dialogue with Pakistan at
any level. The next step needs to be taken by
Pakistan. But is it capable of taking it?

Apart from regretting the threat made by the
Lashkar-e-Tayveba to Vajpayee’s life, Pakistan has
maintained a studied silence. In fact, General
Pervez Musharraf on Sunday attacked India, accus-
ing it of ‘oppressive’ ruie in Kashmir. All Islamabad
has had to say is that the violence will come down
automatically once talks between India and
Pakistan commence.

But there have been numerous indications of the
. wide gap that exists between the two countries. The
most tell-tale was the sudden characterisation by
Hurriyat’s former president, Ali Shah Geelani, of
the Kashmir struggle as a religious and not a politi-
cal one. This is so completely at odds with the his-
tory of the Kashmir insurgency that one can only
conclude that Geelani was acting as a mouthpiece
of Islamabad when he made this claim.

Behind this assertion lies a chasm in perceptions.
Seen from the Pakistani viewpoint, if Kashmir is a
religious dispute, then the jehadis have a moral
right to be there. Second, if the Kashmir insurgency
was religious, then it brought back into play the very
basis on which India and Pakistan were created —
the two-nation theory.

Pakistan, therefore, treats the proposal made by
Farooyg Abdullah and others to turn the LoC into
an international border as simply India’s opening
position in « future negotiation, from which it
must offer further concessions. India, instead, sces
it as the “interim’ settlement enshrined in the Simla
agreement, on which the two countries must ulti-
mately converge for the ‘final settlement of Jammu
and Kashmir’ that the agreement talked about.

Sl in denial

By PREM SHANKAR JHA

The implications of Pakistan’s position should not
be missed. Pakistan wants India to surrender the
rights it ceded to it by signing the Simla agreement.
In exchange, it is offering a half-promise to rein in
the jehadis once talks begin. The jehadis are, there-
fore, the essential ‘military’ backup to Pakistan’s
attempt to overturn the Simla agreement and attain

as many of its original goals in Kashmir as possible,

through negotiations. The question of acceding to
Vajpayee’s request to curb them first does not
therefore arise.

To any disinterested third party, the anomaly in
Pakistan’s position must be obvious: how does it
expect to get, through negotiations, what it could
not get by force of arms for over 50 years?
Negotiations imply willingness to compro-
mise. All that Pakistan seems willing to
offer is the surrender of a small part of
what it has never possessed:

This anomaly has two origins. The first is
a belief that India is making peaceful over-
tures from a position of weakness. This is
because it is exhausted by the battle in
Kashmir, does not know what to do with
the jehadis, is terrified by the prospect of
an increase in their number, and has been effective-
ly prevented from making a conventional military
riposte by Pakistan’s nuclear threat.

Almost to a man, Pakistanis believe their own pro-
paganda that India is being bled dry by having to
keep more than 700,000 troops in Kashmir. Indian
assertions that barely half that number are
deployed in Kashmir fall on deaf ears. They also
believe that they won the Kargil war, and that the
attacks by the jehadis on the security forces since
then, particularly the fidayeen (suicide) attacks,
have sapped the morale of the Indian army.

Most Pakistanis also find it almost impossible to
believe that while Kashmiris may bitterly resent
the presence of Indian armed forces in Kashmir,
most of them are not.desperate to join Pakistan.
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Behind this make-believe world lies a compelling
need to believe in the ideology of Islam. Pakistan is
the only Muslim country that was created specifi-
cally to protect Islam. This plunged it into the
Kashmir conflict within days of its birth. The ready
availability of an ideology and an enemy made it
unnecessary for Pakistan’s rulers to find an alterna-
tive base for national unity and other integrating

ideologies, such as democracy or economic success. .

Zulfikar Bhutto’s flirtation with economic pop-

. ulism in the Seventies, when he enacted some land

reforms and pationalised a number of industries,
led to disaster. Therefore, when democracy made

.its belated appearance in 1988, it was as elitist as the

military and the senior bureaucracy.

No secular political party had roots in the
common people. The only exceptions were
the Islamic parties. Given the State’s offi-
cial blessings by President Zia-ul-Haq in
the late Seventies, these speedily filled the
gap in education created by the secular
State’s obsession with defence spending, to
set up madrasas. The Afghan war and
Saudi money combined to turn these into
seedbeds of Islamic fundamentalism.

By one estimate, there are now over 8,000
madrasas in Pakistan with more than a million stu-
dents. These provide recruits to 14 private armies,
trained in approximately 128 training camps where
they learn to use rifles, Kalashnikovs and rocket
launchers, and to make explosive devices. From
there, they fan out to wherever they believe
Muslims are being oppressed. The pick of the
trainees comes to Kashmir.

Six of the 14 private armies have devoted them-
selves almost exclusively to jehad in Kashmir. The
most feared, the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, has 2,200
recruitment centres and no dearth of money.

Till very recently, Pakistan’s minuscule secular
elite used to comfort itself by saying that while the
mullahs had crowd pulling power, they had little

political power. This was because none of the
Islamic parties had, either singly or together, polled
more than 3 to 4 per cent of the vote. But Nawaz
Sharif’s high-handedness during his last tenure of
power from 1997 to 1999, and the tacit alliance
struck by the army and the jehadis to blame him for
selling out a ‘victorious’ Pakistan to President
Clinton during the Kargil war discredited the demo-
cratic system. This left a vacuum that the Islamic
parties have rapidly filled.

Just how rapidly and completely this was filled was
revealed by a US State Department survey last year.
Sixty per cent of the respondents said that religious
leaders should play a larger role in politics. Seventy-
eight per cent said that the schools should teach
more religion, Nearly 50 per cent said that men and
women should not work together.

Islamisation has filtered into the intelligentsia and
the armed forces. In an interview given to Robin
Wright of the Los Angeles Times, Khalid Rahman,
Executive Director of the Institute for Policy
Studies at Islamabad, said: ‘% feeling is emerging in
Pakistani society that we have.a special role to play
in uniting Muslims all over the world.” And retired
ISI chief Hamid Gul told the same writer: “Pakistan
will go through its own version of an Islamic revolu-
tion.” The army, Gul predicted, would offer little
resistance, because so many of its troops were
already sympathetic to the Islamist cause.

- Pakistan’s drift towards Islamic fundamentalism is

the main reason for its progressive flight from real-
ity in its relations with India. Today, the army is the
last remaining defender of a modern Pakistani
State. But no one is keen to test its loyalty by pitting

‘it against the jehadis. In the final analysis, therefore,

it does not matter whether General Musharraf is
unwilling — or unable — to control the jehadis in
Kashmir. Even if he wants to rein them in, his only
course is to somehow get talks started and hope
that the momentum for peace that might build up
will discourage them.

But this is a strategy born of weakness, and would
therefore preclude his meetinge#en the minimum
of India’s requirements. :



Ijgk. Minister to hold
talks with Taliban

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 7. Pakistan Interi-
or Minister, Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Mo
nuddin Haider, left for
Afghanistan today on a two-day
official visit to discuss a host of
thorny issues with the Taliban re-
gime.

high-level Pakistan delegation to
Afghanistan  since the mifitary
take-over in October 1999. The
visit has acquired importance as it
is taking place immediately after
the U.N. Security Council’s new
sanctions against the Taliban that
came into effect in the thivd week
of January.

Pakistan is undoubtedly the
closest ally of the Taliban but
even Pakistan has its own set of
complaints against the regime.
The main grouse of Pakistan
against the Afghanistan Govern-
ment is that it is providing shelter
to “terrorists” who are accused of
involvement in sectarian vio-
lence. It is only natural that ex-
tradition of “criminals” hiding in

Afghanistan should be on top of

the agenda of the Pakistan Minis-
ter in his discussions with Taliban
authorities. Pakistan is believed 1o
have provided a list of 60 wanted
persons to the Taliban Govern-

This is the first major visit of'P/

ment.  The majority of the per-
sons in Afghanistan who are in
the wanted list of Pakistan belong
to extremist anti-Shia organisa-
tions. The Taliban has not re-
sponded positively to repeated
requests by the Pakistan Govern-
ment for extradition of these per-

s0ns. , /
Betfore his departure fi r’?{agul,

the Pakistan Minister tsaid he
would discuss with the Taliban
“all the matters of mutual con-
cern between the two countries as
well as concerns of the world will
be discussed with the Afghan
Government’'.

A number of influential coun-
tries like the United States and
Russia have been prevailing upon
the Pakistan Government to use
its influence with the Taliban and
prevail on it to close down the
camps inside Afghanistan where
youngsters are being trained to
take part in “jehad” (holy war).
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Pak. claims Shalieen
inducted into army

By B. Muralidhar Reddy serial production. The world 3
would be at fault in “

underestimating the talent of

the Pakistan, particularly its

scientists”’, the paper quoted

the official as saying.

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 26. Pakistan has
claimed that the medium range
shaheen-t and the intermediate
range Shaheen-It ballistic \/
missiles were not only in D"
'ngLllﬂl’ producrion" but have In response to a questjon on
already been inducted into the whether Pakistan was preparing
arimy. e 1 to give a matching response to
While the Shaheen-1 is .~ the January 17 Agni-Il test-fire,
supposed to be an answer to the official told the paper that
“Pakistan will conduct the test

India’s Prithvi, Shaheen-I is
claimed to be a march to Agni-' a1 an appropriate time and
1, which India test-fired for the would not be dictated by tests i

second rime last week. conducted fr%n across-the \
The first reaction of the border'". i\/\,\" >
military establishment to the i A V\g‘:\;} o
test of Agni-I1 was that it posed The official claimec at“Ql/f
a direct threat to Pakistan’s missile had an “extremely \
security. unstable” flight because of its |
However, within 24 hours, the  length and pencil- thin design. !
Pakistani Chief Executive, Gen. In contrast, the paper quoted \‘
Pervez Musharraf, said more him as saying that Pakistan’s !
than Pakistan, it was for Shaheen missiles were highly |
countries like China to be stable. !
worried. His logic was that most It said use of st: .
of Pakistan was within the range ! said use of st(ite-oi-tllejart
of missiles like the Prithvi. technology has put the Pakistan
Quoting official sources, the missile programme far ahead of

that of India. “*Shaheen-1 and
News, reported that all missile i?e‘i};eflz;]: (e)ifng]gitrhgivlgnssﬂdes I
svstems were in regular or serial - % L 02 rand a

) . are solid fuel-based, terminal
production. i . . .
guided which can hit the pin-
head as was witnessed during ‘
the Shaheen-1 test-fire”, the
official told the paper.

Pakistani English daily, The

As Pakistan has not even test-
fired Shaheen-I1, the claim of
the official, as reported by the
paper, sounds incredible.

The assertion of the unnamed It quoted the official as saying
official could at the best be that Pakistan missile
seen as a reminder to India, programme is more than a
and the rest of the world, about  decade old and the ground
Pakistan’s missile capability. testing facilities are advanced
Perhaps through the report, with simulation facility. It is no
Fakistan is seeking to convey longer necessary to resort to
the message that it is on par multiple flight tesis to confirm
with India in missile technology  the performance of the missiles
andd capability. and that cold tests were

Al missiles are in regular or sufficient.
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