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. Pak pro-democracy

" campaign in Quetta
" .campaign Q

Karachi, May 22 (Reuters). An
alliance of Pakistani political par-
ties, undeterred by mass arrests,
said today it would push on for the
ruling military to step down and
planned pro-democracy events in
the western city of Quetta in early
June.

“The ARD (Alliance for the
Restoration of Democracy) meet-
ing will be held on June 7-8 in
Quetta,” Khudai Noor, ARD secre-
tary general in Baluchistan, Pak-
istan’'s largest province of which
Quetta is the capital, said.

The ARD has had its last two
bids to stage pro-democracy ral-
lies - - in central Lahore on March
23 and the port city of Karachion
May 1 - foiled. Security forces
clamped down and arrested thou-
sands of political workers.

On the day of the intended
Karachi rally thousands of armed
security personnel sealed off vast
areas of the city.

0

ilitary ruler Pervez Mushar-
abbed power from former

promised to allow free elections
by October 2002 in line with a
Supreme Court deadline, but has
banned all public political activi-
ties. Noor'said the ARD provincial
committee would meet on May 25
to decide on a course of action and
whether attempts would be made
to stage another public rally.

“We have not yet decided
whether to hold a public rally, the
meeting on the 25th will decide
whether the rally or public meet-
ing will be pursued or not,” Noor
said, adding there would also be
an ARD convention and an ad-
dress to the bar council.

ARD chief, 83-year-old
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, said
the events in Quetta would mark
the first time the grouping had at-
tempted action in arid and sparse-

1y populated Baluchistan.

“We are continuing our strug-
gle until the restoration of democ-
racy and the restoration of the
1973 Constitution,” he said.

Nasrullah Khan added that
under military rule friction and
separatist tendencies were build-
ing between Pakistan’s four
provinces, the law and order situ-
ation was deteriorating, prices
were rising and sectarian strife
was worsening.

“For the sake of the integrity of
this country there should be the
earliest possible elections... to
solve the domestic problems and
external problems,” he said.

The ARD includes Pakistan’s
two largest political parties —
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) of
self-exiled former Premier Be-
nazir Bhutto and the Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) of Sharif,

who hasbee/mxiled to Saudi Ara-
bia.
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undreds of Sunnis protest

Riots break

outin

N\

Karachi, May 18 (Reuters): Riots
erupted in Karachi today as hun-
dreds of angry Sunnis protested
against a shooting that left six
men dead and three wounded.

Twao police vehicles were set
on fire and tear gas fired as a mob
of around 500 supporters of the
hardline Islamic group Sunni
Tehrik, or Sunni Movement, con-
fronted police near Karachi’s
Civil Hospital following the shoot-
ing that left the group’s leader
dead.

The victims of the shooting in-
cluded Sunni Tehrik leader
Saleem Qadri, two of his relatives,
his driver, guard and a policeman
stationed nearby, police and
emergency workers said.

“It is confirmed that Saleem
Qadri is among the dead and the
others include one of his nephews,
his brother-in-law and a guard,” a
doctor at the Civil Hospital said.

Police said the shooting oc-
curred in Baldia town in
Karachi’s District West after the
end of Friday prayers.

A Sunni Tehrik spokesman
said two of Qadri’s sons were also
critically injured in the attack,
which he said was staged by a
rival Sunni group.

“There were six people on
three motorbikes. They fired on
the car and and fled from the spot
within minutes,” he said.

Senior Sunni Tehrik official
Tahir-ul-Qadarisaid there could
be more violence if the authorities
failed to catch those responsible
for the attack.

“If the government and author-
ities fail to do anything then I will

FROM AAMIR ASHRAF

Y a4\ ¢

not stop our workérdfrom coming
on to the streets to thke their re-
venge for the Killing of Saleem
Qadri,” he told repotters at the
scene.

He added that a decision on
further action would be taken fol-
lowing the burial of Qadri, which
could be tomorrow morning.

Witnesses said shops around
the hospital began to close as a
angry crowd gathered to shout slo-
gans against the police and threat-
en revenge attacks.

Violence soon followed with
hospital windows being smashed
and parked cars attacked, while
police fired tear gas in a bid to dis-
perse the crowd.

Lulls in the violence were fol-
lowed by public grieving with peo-
ple openly crying.

Sunni Tehrik is a group
known for its active Opposition to
the rival Shia philosophy. Shia
Muslims account for around 15
per cent of Muslim Pakistan’s pop-
ulation of more than 134 million.

3

Disputes between the majority
Sunni and minority Shias have
claimed hundreds of lives in Pak-
istan over the past 10 years. It is
rare for Sunni groups to target
each other.

Heat kills Afghan boys

A heat wave has killed more
than 25 Afghan children at an
overcrowded make-shift refugee
camp in northwestern Pakistan
over the past two weeks, the UN
refugee agency United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) said today. A UNHCR
spokesman said the children were
among a total of 29 Afghans who
died since May 1 at Jallozai camp.
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e Pak. conducts
niilitary exercises

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, MAY 10. Close on the
heels of the military exercises be-
ing conducted by India, Pakistan
is holding similar exercises

A spokesman for gﬁ Pla:%stan
military, who confirmed the news
about the exercises, said it was
part of training and was an on-
going process, which gets acceler-
ated in summer. Different forma-
tions of the Pakistan army were
conducting exercises in theirre-
spective areas. “

In a related developinént, the
Pakistan Foreign Minlster, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, said Pakistan would
abide by the 1991 accord with In-
dia on conduct of military exercis-
es. “There exists an agreement

between the two countries to give
' a 60-day notification about the
exercises and India has violated

it /



/éourf declares
Jamat leaders
(g\f‘absconders?

N
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \°

N\

ISLAMABAD, May 9. - Pakis-
tan’s fundamentalist party Ja-
mat-i-Islami chief Qazi Hus-
sain Ahmad and three others
have been proclaimed as ab-
sconders after the police failed
to serve arrest warrants issued
against them in connection
with a case relating to rioting
during Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s historic visit to Lahore
in 1999.

A Lahore court declared
Ahmad and his party’s depu-
ty leader Mr Liaqat Baloch,
deputy secretary-general Mr
Fareed Pricha and informa-
tion secretary Mr Amir ul
Azeem as absconders follow-
ing their failure to appear be-
fore the court yesterday.

The court had issued arrest
warrants against them on 30
April, virtually 26 months af-
ter they indulged in violence
during Mr Vajpayee’s visit.

The case was registered
against them on 20 February, -
1999, when the Jamat’s vol-
unteers staged a demonstra-
tion against Mr Vajpayee’s
visit and attacked cars of
some of the VVIPS.The fun-
damentalist party party has
reacted strongly to the court’s
directive saying it was part of |
the military government’s

strategy to intimjdate party -
‘ leaders who cgl¥éd for an end
to the milj regime.

-
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_Ban on rallies.

will continues
Musharraf(ﬂ ¢

Hanoi, May 5 J/\fk W

i

{
PAKISTAN'S MILITARY rhler,
Gen Pervez Musharraf, tpday.
¢aid his Government had res:
teased hundreds of arrested pro- .,
democracy protesters but a ban
on political rallies will remain
until elections are held next year.

Musharraf said he did not
know exactly how many members
of the main anti-Government
alliance had been arrested in last
week’s crackdown. “By now I'm
sure that all the people must have
been released,” he said.

Musharraf said his Govern-
ment would not allow “any viola-
tion of the rule set by this Gov-
ernment — that is, no political
activity.” The Government im-
posed a ban on rallies soon after

_it'seized power in October 1998.

Last week it arrested hun-
dreds of supporters of the
Alliance for the Restoration of
Democracy to prevent a planned
rally on May 1 for early elections.
“There will be no lifting of the
ban on political activity until we
have elections next year,”
Musharraf said.

Musharraf, wha finished a
three-day visit to Vietnam today,
said Pakistan and the South-East
Asian nation have agreed to
begin regular diplomatic consul-
tations and greatly increase
trade. “The future looks very
bright between Vietnam and Pak-
istgn,” he said.

Musharraf was the first Pak-
istani leader to visit Vietnam
after the two countries estab-
lished diplomatic ties in 1972.
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onely Musharr

 lies only for cogmtrj;f;@

Dubai, May 4 (PTI): Describing
himself as a “lonely” person at the
top, Pakistan’s military ruler
Pervez Musharraf said he may
have lied “here and there” in the
national interest.

In an interview to Dubai-based
newspaper  Khaleej  Times,
Musharraf said he did not think
he could tell a lie. But he contra-
dicted himself by saying he may
have lied in the interest of the
country. “Idon’t think Ican tell a
lie. I don’t think diplomacy which
here means distortion of facts
comes naturally to me at all.

“Certainly that is not what
I understand of diplomacy,”
he said, adding: “In my book it
means putting things politely. It
does not mean telling lies, cover-
ing up and distorting.

“But of course in the national
interest, sometimes we have to tell
a lie, and may be I have
told lies here and there in the na-

tional interest. But it must hpble
been apparent from my face,”
Musharrafsaid.

He added that it is lonely at the
top because as one goes higher one
cannot share ideas and thoughts
with others and has to learn to be
discreet, to be able to absorb and
to keep quiet.

“The higher you go the lonelier
you become. Sometimes, it is too
scary because this is such a big
thing and there is nobody you can
share it with.

“You may have to take very,
very big decisions with extremely
far-reaching consequences”
Musharraf said. “I always make
up my own mind finally,” he
added. Musharrafsaid he “prefers
talking and discussing and pick-
ing the minds of people”. He coun-
sulted his son’s father-in-law and
his wife’s brother-in-law for opin-
ion on various matters.

“I do believe in sharing with

people whom I trust. Sometimes,
itis good to share and get views be-
cause you feel so lonely other-
wise,” he said. However, Mushar-
af said he would rather keep
omen out of it because “their |
shock absorption capacity is lim-
ited”.

About his interest in reading
and music, Musharraf said he is
not an avid reader nor does he like
pop music.

However, Musharraf said he
liked Pakistani pop group Junoon
which he felt was different.
Musharraf, who prefers
Urdu music and ghazals, said: “I
do not like the new Indian songs.
ButIlike the old ones very much. I
like Pakistani songs but not the
senseless ones.”

A former Pakistani army offi-
cial has called for an end to mili-
tary rule in his country and estab-
lishment of Shariah even if it re-
quires'use of force and a jihad, ei-
ther within or outside the coun-
try.
“All systems have failed. All
other forces within Pakistan
have failed to deliver,” he said.
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DUBAI, MAY 4. Describing himself

as “lonely” at the top, Pakistan's

Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez

Musharraf, has said he might

have lied “‘here and there” as it

was all right to lie occasionally in
. the national interest.

In an interview to the Khaleej
Times in which he talked about
his personal life, Gen. Musharraf
first said he did not think he could
tell a lie but contradicted himself
later saying he might have lied in
the interest of the country.

“I don’t think I can tell a lie. |
don’t think di-
plomacy,
which  here
means distor-

, tion of facts,
comes natu-
rally to me.
Certainly that

- is not what |
understand of °,
diplomacy...
In my book it means putting
things politely and palatably. It
does not mean telling lies, cov-
ering up and distorting.

“But of course in national in-
terest, sometimes we have to tell a
lie and may be 1 have told lies
here and there but it must have
been apparent from my face,” the
General said.

It was lonely at the top. "The
higher you go the lonelier you be-
come. Sometimes it is too scary,

- that this is such a big thing and
- there is nobody you can share it
with. And you have to take deci-
sions and they are very big deci-
sions with extremely far-reaching
consequences,” he said.

‘Expanding midriff’

In the frank and candid inter-
view, the military ruler talked
about various facets of his life, in-
cluding his love for the Army, his
philosophy of courage, his family
and his concern for his expanding
- midriff. The business of running

the country did not provide him
the luxury of indulging in much
physical activity. “Before the
coup, I was regular on physical
activity and socialising.” He
played golf, badminton and
squash but the coup changed all
that.

Gen. Musharraf, known for
playing his cards close to his
chest, said he was not very secre-
tive earlier. “I think I was not very
secretive before 1993 when I be-
came Director- General, military
operations. I learnt to be discreet,
absorb and keep quiet.”

He had always been natural in
life. *'I think my natural self is the
best. I am comfortable with my-
self. I am being absolutely normal
and natural.” His staff was often
in a quandary. “My security staff
gets quite flustered. 1 don’t feel
like a head of State. I actually for-
get being at the helm of affairs. I
chat even with my peon,” he said.

The General had never been an
avid reader. “But in the Army, |
started reading military books. I
enjoyed reading about strategies
and famous campaigns, though |
still wouldn’t call myself an expert

Musharraf ‘lonely at the top’ "¢

on the issue.” He often tdid hi:
forces that there was a very thii
line dividing courage and cpwar
dice.

“When you are faced with
situation where your life is in dan
ger, it is the first few seconds ¢
maybe half-a-minute that divide
courage from cowardice... Th
first natural urge is self-protectic
but if you curb that natural urg
during that half-minute, you w
come up with a very balanced r
sponse to what is happening ai
you can shift to being cour
geous,”’

A move to buy peace?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 4. Has the Chief Executive of Pakis-
tan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, decided to appoint a
Deputy Chief of Army Staff (DCOAS) to ‘buy peace’
with belligerent religious groups?

If the Urdu daily, Jasarat, is to believed this could
be one of the reasons for the elevation of Lt. Gen.
Muzaffar Usmani to the coveted post. The report
assumes significance as it is the Jamaat-e-Islami’s
mouthpiece. (Most of the mainline papers have re-
frained from commenting on the development).

The JI chief, Qazi Hussain Ahmad, has been run-
ning a campaign for the last several weeks demand-
ing that Gen. Musharraf quit as Chief of Army Staff in
October, when he is due to retire, and appoint the
senior-most General as his successor.

The report said the appointment of Lt. Gen. Usma-
ni was being discussed for the last two days in Isla-
mabad. Quoting an unnamed diplomat, it said
relations between the three-star General and Gen.
Musharraf had not been cordial for the past few
months. According to the diplomat, by appointing Lt.
Gen. Usmani as the DCOAS, Gen. Musharraf had hit
two targets in one shot. Political circles were of the
view that Gen. Musharraf was preparing to step into
the Aiwan-e-Sadr (President’s House). After becom-
ing President, the General would not be able to con-
centrate on the Army and would need a deputy.

In a recent meeting of the Formation Command-
ers, Gen. Musharraf had taken his Army colleagues
into confidence about the appointment of Lt. Gen.
Usmani. He had briefed his aides of his future politi-

cal plan and there was a consensus that the Arn
should go ahead with its plan in order to give a ne
political system to the country.

At the same time, it was also being hoped that L
Gen. Usmani's appointment would help improv
and strengthen the Army’s relations with religiou
and political parties.

Quoting diplomatic circles, the report said Gen
Musharraf had been facing some problems from his
close aides inside the Army. Under the new strategy.
the work of promoting senior Generals in accordance
with their wishes and expectations would continue.
(Earlier, it was being said that Lt. Gen. Aziz, Corps
Commander based at Lahore, might be appointed
DCOAS but his appointment might have deprived
many Generals of their due). A proposal to give some
Generals political posts was also under considera-
tion. Many reasons were also being given for the
prevailing unrest in the Army. Topping the list was
the slow pace in implementing the seven-point agen-
da. Through appointments and transfers, Gen.
Musharraf had tried to give the impression that he
was not against Islamist forces but had sufficient
courage to accommodate them.

“However, the question is why has Usmani not
been elevated to the (post of a) four-star General?
The Army circles are of the view that he may be
promoted to four-star General and appointed as
Vice-Chief of Army Staff. What senior Geperals think




Mush

with Usmani in Karachi recently.

Musharraf army
appointment
raises concefﬁ

-~
Islamabad, May 2 'H [ \\

IN A significant military
appointment that could have
wider political ramifications,
Pakistan military ruler Gen Per-
vez Musharraf has appointed a
senior army commander as
- Deputy Chief of Army (COA),
seen by observers as a move to
pave way for himself to take over
as President.

Musharraf, who is currently
away in Myanmar on an official
visit, appointed Lt Gen Muzaffar
Hussain Usmani, commander,
five corps, as the deputy COA
staff, a post that existed only dur-
ing the previous military regime
headed by General Zia Ul Haq.

The appointment of Usmani,
who will assume his charge on
May 17, has led to speculation
that Musharraf was likely to
assume the presidency of the
country. “It is a preparatory step
for Gen Musharraf to become
President and politically more
active,” former ISI chief general
Hamid Gul was quoted by Dawn
newspaper as saying.

The move assumes signifi-
cance in the light of recent
announcement by Gen Mushar-
raf that he would not retire as
COA scheduled in October this
yvear but instead extend his ser-
vices.

At present, Musharraf, hold
the powerful posts of Chief of
Army, chief executive of the
country and the chairman of

Joint Chief of Staff Comrittee
(CJCSC).

Musharraf recently in a press
conference indicated that he
planned to extend his service and
continue both as CAO as well as
chief executive, a post he created
after acquiring power in a mili-
tary coup in October 1999,

However, with the October
2000 deadline set by the Supreme
Court for the return of Pakistan
to democratic rule, Musharraf
planned to take over as the Presi-
dent of the country.

In that event, Lt Gen Usmani
could take over as the COA. Gen
Musharraf said that he planned
to appoint a deputy COA to take
over the day-to-day functioning
of the army. Accordingly, Lt Gen
Usmani, believed to be a hardlin-
er, has been appointed as deputy
COA, which is a newly created
post.

The new posting was also seen
as a move by Musharraf to con-
solidate his hold on the army. Lt
Gen Usmani held the key post of
commander, Karachi corps, dur-
ing the October 1998 military
coup.

Lt Gen Usmani was commis-
sioned in 1966 in an armoured
infantry battalion and rose to the
higher ranks by holding many
key posts which included direc-
tor-general military training,
inspector-general training and
evaluation, and vice-chief of
general staff at headquarters.

PTI
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- Benazir flays military regime
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 1. The much-publicised May Day ral-
ly in the pprt city of Karachi turned violent after a
group of pblitical activists tried to defy the ban on
political gatherings and attempted to march towards
the heavily‘arricaded venue today.

Reports reaching here said that the police lobbed
teargas shells to disperse 100-odd workers of the
Alliance for Restoration of Democracy (ARD). The
police thwarted the rally but in the process ensured
a lot of publicity for the organisers.

The ARD intends to take full advantage of the pub-
licity it has managed to attract in the last few days.

This was reflected in the statement issued by the
former Prime Minister and Chairperson of the Pakis-
tan People’s Party (PPP), Ms. Benazir Bhutto. She
denounced the military Government’s “high-hand-
edness and use of brute force” in stopping the rally,
and said this had exposed the “‘sandy foundations”
on which the regiime stood. The reaction of the re-
gime would only provoke the political forces and
workers into giving “one last push to the usurpers
and dictators”’.

The rally organised by the ARD, an umbrella outfit
" 16-odd parties including the Pakistan People's

5 for suppressing rally

Party and the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz), was
intended to serve a notice on the military Govern-
ment to order immediate elections. It was evident in
the last few days that the Government was deter-

mined to prevent the rally. At a convention on the !
on-going multi-phase local bodies election on Mon-

day, Gen. Musharraf declared, “Once we have said
there will be no political activity, there will be no
political activity.”

The Government had prevented the ARD from
holding a similar rally on March 23 -— the Founda- .

tion Day of Pakistan — at Lahore.

The only difference today was that a handful of
workers did make a valiant effort to break past the
security cordon and managed to score a point.

The recent Supreme Court judgment quashing the
conviction of Ms. Bhutto in a corruption case ap-
peared to have bolstered the confidence of political
workers. Besides, parts of Karachi are considered to
be PPP strongholds.

The international community and human rights
organisations, such as the Amnesty International,
have denounced the Government for its curbs on
political activity, including the blanket ban on gath-
erings. But the outcry made little difference to the
Government’s resolve to prevent the rally.
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Police seal@)ff pro-de
Mav Day rally venue in Karachi '

KARACHI Pakistani police on
. Monday sealed

=4 the venue of a
W planned pro-
l democracy May

B Day rally here as
the opposition
vowed to defy the
military govern-
ment's ban on
political gather-
ings, officials said.

All the gates of the city’s main
Nishtar Park, known for big politi-
cal rallies in the past, have been
closed by hundreds of riot police,
witnesses said. “The park has been
closed for two days,” said a police
officer outside the park.

Officials said a massive force of
15,000 police and paramilitary
troops was being deployed across
the city to prevent a rally by the 18-
party Alliance for the Restoration
of Democracy (ARD).

Gen Musharraf

The ARD announced earlier
this month it would rally against
the government of military ruler
Gen Pervez Musharraf to press its
demand for the early restoration
of democracy.

“There will be around 15,000
policemen beside paramilitary
rangers to maintain law and order
and prevent violence,” provincial
police chief Aftab Nabi said. Amid
fears of possible showdown on the
international Labour Day, Nabi
said police will not allow any pro-
cession or any kind of violence.”

Thousands of ARD supporters
and leaders have been detained in
a police crackdown over the past
four days, opposition leaders said
while officials put the number of
arrests at around 800.

The detainees include members
of Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) and former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan

racy

People’s Party (PPP). S

Provincial PPP chidf Nisar
Khuhro said law enforcihg agen-
cies had practically cut off Karachi,
the capital of southern Sindh
province, from rest of the country.
“This is nothing but martial law,”
Khuro said over telephone.

The ARD said most of its stal-
warts have been sent to jails while
several senior leaders, including
the alliance chief Nawabzada
Nasrullah, had been detained in
their homes.

A similar crackdown against
party members foiled a planned
ARD rally in the eastern city of
Lahore last month.

Senior PML leader Javed
Hashmi, who was “expelled” from
Karachi on Thursday, said the rally
would go ahead “despite arrests,
raids and unprecedented deploy-

ment. They will do their job a e
will do ours,” he said.arr,~” /
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/® Opp. remains defiant

i

Islamabad, April 30 (Reuters):
Pakistan's military ruler Gen.
Pervez Musharraf said today he
would not allow a May 1 demon-
stration planned by politicians de-
manding the immediate restora-
tion of democracy.

“Once we have said there will
be no political activity, there will
be no political activity,” Mushar-
raf said at a convention dealing
with local elections he is promot-
ing as a source of a new civilian
leadership.

The Alliance for the Restora-
tion of Democracy (ARD), a group-
ing of political parties united in
their opposition to military rule,
has vowed to proceed with a May
Day rally in the port city of
Karachi despite mass arrests by
authorities determined to halt it.

After Musharraf overthrew
the elected government of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif in October
1999, the army banned public ral-
lies. Authorities arrested thou-
sands of people a month ago to pre-
vent another ARD gathering in
Lahore.

Musharraf has promised are-
turn to civilian rule by October
2002 but has made clear his dislike
for the previous civilian rulers.
Sharif was exiled to Saudi Arabia

o rally, says
ushar}‘af
f\ / F’? \

in Decemyet and Sharif’s prede-

charges if sh§ returns to Pakistan.
i, a senior ARD offi-
cial and a member of the suspend-
ed National Assembly, said more
than 2,000 political workers had
been detained in Karachi and sur-
rounding Sindh province.

“The reports we have say they
have closed down roads leading to
Nishtar Park (rally venue)... but
we still think we can manage it,”
Shaffi, a member of ousted pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League (PML), said.

Shaffi, who has been hiding
since the arrests began early on
Thursday, said security person-
nel had raided his house daily and
padlocked his party office. He
added that with so many people
under detention it would be im-
possible to attract large numbers
but groups of political workers
would set off to march from differ-
ent locations tomorrow morning.

“We won’t be coming in one
group... we will be entering from
different places and we were dis-
cussing why not change the
venue,” Shaffi said.

The rally has been called as
part of a campaign calling for the
military to step down immediate-
ly and restore civilian rule. Gov-
ernment .officials contacted by.
Reuters today declined to com-
ment but political sources say a

few senior politicians have es- A1

caped arrest and remain in hidi
pending an attempt to stage
kind of peaceful protest.
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7 7P£k Govt. set to ..
~\{stop ARD rally”
- \\"By B. Muralidhar Rengég v

i ISLAMABAD, APRIL 30. Authontiés in
Karachi have sealed the venue of

- a protest rally even as political

' parties demanding return to de-
mocracy vowed to defy the ban

* on political gatherings and go
ahead with the demonstration.

' The rally organised by the Alli-
ance for Restoration of Democra-

- ¢y (ARD), umbrella outfit of about
16 parties including the Pakistan
People’s Party and the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz), is in-
tended to serve notice on the mil-
itary Government to return to the
barracks and order immediate
elections.

There is little chance of the rally
being held, despite the proclama-
tions by the ARD leaders to the
contrary, as the Chief Executive
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, declareu
during the course of the day the
determination of his Government
to thwart the rally. Addressing a
convention on the ongoing multi-
phase local bodies election, Gen.
Musharraf declared that “once we
have said there will be no political
activity, there will be no political
activity'.

The international community
and human rights organisations
such as Amnesty International
have denounced the Govern-
ment's curbs on political activity
including the blanket ban on
gatherings. But the outcry, within
and outside Pakistan, has made
little difference to the resolve of
the military re@ne;4f
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" Musharraf following a

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 30. The
former Prime Minister and
chairperson of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP), Ms.
Benazir Bhutto, has accused
the Musharraf Government of
following a “fascist agenda”
and declared her
determination to return home
to fight for the restoration of
democracy despite threats of
arrest.

In an exclusive e-mail
interview to The Hindu here
today, she said, “I want to
return to Pakistan sooner
than later. I miss my home.
My return is part of the
democratic — rather than the
legal — struggle.”

Ms. Bhutto feels the verdict
of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan has changed the ball
game. “On trial now are the

trial judges who convicted me.

The apex court decision
frustrates the regime’s efforts
to throw me out of politics
and deny the people of
Pakistan my leadership.”
Asked to comment on the
possible Talibanisation of

Pakistan, she linked it to the
lack of democracy. “The
concentration of power in a
single individual or institution
can assist the pro-Taliban
forces seize power in
Pakistan. They lack public
support and are unable

- 1 MAY

; fasc:lst ggenda Benazir

power through its veto of
Parliament.

She also blames the military
set-up for the present crisis.
“The military regime came in
to end fascism and then
adopted the fascist agenda to
stay in office. Consequently it
lost the support of the
Pakistani people. It
concentrated on vendetta and
failed at governance. Today,
debt is 106 per cent of the
GDP, a record high. The
country is isolated
internationally, the economy
is worse and accountability a
hoax for political foes. It has
been tall on promises and
short on delivery.”

Ms. Bhutto, however, defers
any decision on supporting
any future presidential bid by |
Gen. Musharraf. “When Gen. |
Musharraf asks the PPP and
or ARD for support to become
the President, the matter can
be considered. For now it is
mere speculation,” she said
adding the PPP was opposed
to the offices of President and
Army Chief being rolled into
one.

Text of interview: Page 14
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“Musharraf out to oust me from politics’
"ot

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMAMBAD, APRIL 30. Ms. Benazir Bhutto,
former Prime Minister and chairperson of
the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), is away
from Pakistan on self-exile for over two
years now and yet she keeps a close watch on
the domestic developments. For over a few
weeks now, just before she got a Dboost
through the Supreme Court judgment
quashing a lower court verdict in a corrup-
tion case against her, all attention is fo-
cussed on her future plans. Ms. Bhutto talks
to The Hindu in an exclusive e-mail inter-
view to B. Muralidhar Reddy in Islamabad
about issues that matter in Pakistan today.

Muralidhar Reddy: What are your views
on the current political situation in Pakis-
tan particularly after the Supreme Court
quashed the verdict in the corruption
case against you?

Ms. Benazir Bhutto: | am pleased with
the Supreme Court decision upholding my
prayer for acquittal and setting aside the
conviction. An intelligence officer released
tapes proving the judgment against me was
dictated by the regime to the judge. The
Judges on the Bench rose to the occasion.
Operating under difficult circumstances,
they tried to uphold justice.

The SC verdict changed the ball game.
On trial now are the trial judges who con-
victed me. The apex court decision frus-

INTERVIEW

trates the regime'’s efforts to throw me out
of politics and deny the people of Pakistan
my leadership. As a result this would have
profound impact on the political situation
in the country.

After the verdict, it was expected that
your return to Pakistan would be a matter
of days. But the meeting you had in Lon-
don with senior PPP leaders decided to
delay your return till August. What is the
logic? Are you afraid that the Musharraf
regime would put you behind bars?

[ want to return to Pakistan sooner than
later. I miss my home. My return is part of
the democratic — rather than the legal —
struggle. It's better for the Party that 1 re-
turn after the local bodies elections and be-
fore the general elections.

As for the Musharraf regime putting me
behind bars, that possibility is there, given
their announcement of the same. However,
pegged into the election schedule, it works
against the regime. Pakistani people note
the regime freed from prison a former
Prime Minister from Punjab (Nawaz Sharif)
convicted by the court and allowed him to
leave the country.

If the regime now wants to arrest another
former Prime Minister from Sind who has
been acquitted by the Supreme Court, on
her return from abroad. it will expose the
-acial bias which led to the break-up of Pa-

istan. It ®ill damage the regime. Regret-

tably, it will also weaken the federation.

[ think that, as we get near the election
campaign, my imprisonment can become
an election issue. And 1 can contest the
elections even from prison.

The Alliance for Restoration of Democ-
racy (ARD) tried unsuccessfully on March
23 to hold a protest rally in Lahore. Now it
intends to hold a rally on May Day. Do
you agree with the perception that the Al-
liance has not taken off?

The purpose of the ARD rallies is to build
the tempo against the Musharraf regime, to
show that it is unpopular, repressive, re-
neging on promises of good governance
and violating fundamental rights. The ARD
succeeds if it holds the rally and it succeeds
even if the regime breaks it up.

It's important for the world community
to see how unpopular the regime is and to
keep a distance from it. In such ways we
can build domestic and international pres-
sure for the holding of fair, free and impar-
tial elections and the restoration of
representative rule. Incidentally pro-Tali-
ban forces are allowed to hold meetings.
The ARD still plans its May Day meeting.
Small processions will come out from dif-
ferent parts of the city to Nishtar Park.

I disagree with the perception that the
ARD has still to take off. Its popular support
is such that the rc\ ne is on the defensive
in seeking to preve « the public meeting.

What is your assessment of the Mushar-
raf regime now that it has completed half
of the three-year period given by the Su-
preme Court for implementation of its
agenda and restoration of democracy?

The military regime came in to end fas-
cism and then adopted the fascist agenda
to stay in office. Consequently it lost the
support of the Pakistani people. It concen-
trated on vendetta and failed at govern-
ance. Today the debt is 106 per cent of the
GDP which is a record high. The country is
isolated internationally, the economy is
worse and accountability a hoax for politi-
cal foes. It's been tall on promises and
short on delivery.

There have been statements attributed
to you suggesting that you would not
mind Gen. Musharraf taking over as the
President of Pakistan.

That statement suggesting my agree-
ment to General Musharraf becoming Pres-
ident was wrong and immediately clarified
by my press spokesperson. When Gen.
Musharraf asks the PPP and/ or ARD for
support to become the President, the mat-
ter can be considered. For now it is mere
speculation. The PPP is opposed to the of-
fices of President and Army Chief being
rolled into one.

How serious in your perception is the
threat of Talibanisation of Pakistan?

The concentration of power in a single
individual or institution can assist the pro-
Taliban forces seize power in Pakistan.
They lack public support and are unable to
win elections. Their agenda now is to con-
centrate power in the army/president and
climb to power through its veto of parlia-
ment. That is indeed worrying.

With the departure of Mr. Nawaz Sharif
from Pakistan, leaders of the three major
parties are away from the country. Do you
agree that there is a leadership vacuum in
Pakistan?

Yes, The PPP is concerned. My Party has
reposed full confidence in my leadership
and has in fact asked me to continue to
lead the Party. The military regime is trying
its best to oust me from politics and de-
prive the people of my leadership through
artificial means and by use of the coercive
apparatus of the State. That however has
not worked so far. If the regime insisted
upon foisting artificial leadership on the
country by squeezing out the genuine lead-
ership it will create a political vacuum lead-
ing to a political crisis the consequences of
which would be serious for the country.

What is your reaction to the manner in
which Mr. Sharif cut a deal with the Gov-
ernment? Do you feel that Mr. Sharif used
the ARD to bargain?

That’s the past. ARD formation did put
pressure on the regime and facilitated the
release of Nawaz Sharif. It was kept in the
dark about the deal which was struck in
secret without the court, the National Se-
curity Council or even the Cabinet being
taken into confidence. We reject the re-
gime's version that the deal was struck in
the larger interest of the country. If that was
so, the people would have been taken into
confidence.

There have been suggestions from sev-
eral quarters that the military govern-
ment has offered a similar deal to your
husband, Mr. Asif Zardari.

Yes, they did offer Senator Zardari a simi-
lar deal which he refused. He is in a differ-
ent category. Unlike the Sharif family, the
Zardari concerns did not owe six billion ru-
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pees to the banks nor had mortgaged the
same. So what were they supposed to give
to the regime? The Zardari business and .
trading concerns suffered losses due to the
imprisonment of the father and son. Legal-
ly, it’s the State that should compensate the
Zardari group for the forced losses.

Sooner than later the regime has to re-
lease Senator Zardari. He has completed
prison terms without being convicted. Na-
waz was just begining his conviction.

The politically motivated charges are
meant to hound us and cause mental and
physical torture. They are unjust and
should be withdrawn in the interest of jus-
tice. The military apparatus is frightened of
the people’s support for my leadership and
keeps a sword of Damocles over my head
through so-called charges.

You have been advocating peace be-
tween India and Pakistan. What accord-
ing to you is the way forward for
improving relations?

The PPP believes in conflict manage-
ment in South Asia and has its own formula
for it. We are also open to ideas from others
on this issue. From our perspective, our
goal should be open and safe borders in the
disputed Kashmir region without prejudice
to the views of either country on the Securi-
ty Council Resolutions. The way forward is
to manage the conflict and proceed step by
step for building confidence. There is so
much, which can and must be done before
we take up the more intractable issuc fac-
ing the two countries.

You have very strong views on the grow-
ing influence of the intelligence appara-
tus in Pakistan. What, according to you,
needs to be done to curtail their role?

The military intelligence network can be
regulated by law to stop its domestic in-
terference and its illegal acts. Such illegal
acts include plunder of public sector
banks, formation of political parties, rig-
ging of elections, illegal wire-tapping of the
Prime Minister, Cabinet, judiciary and oth-
ers. It also includes the destabilisation of
governments through smear campaigns
and attempts to fabricate evidence through
torture and intimidation of the judiciary
and the police.

Legally the intelligence is under the
Prime Minister but in fact it is a free oper-
ator. I was unable to remove those officers
who wrote concocted stories and did many
other illegal acts or protect those officers
who did good service. Accountability of re-
sponsibility is essential to good govern-
ance.

It is also important in proper conduct of
foreign policy. It's wrong when the Govern-
ment of the day decides on one policy and
another is clandestinely followed by its
own operatives.

These are important issues which is why
we have been calling for a dialogue be-
tween the military and the politicians for
the exit of the v and the restoration of
democracy.
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‘Military regime t

PRESS TRUST OF inpia__ (¥

ISLAMABAD, April 27. ~ The
military regime has initiated
talks with former Prime Minis-
ter, Mrs Benazir Bhutto’s Paki-
stan People’s Party on the for-
mation of an interim national
government and Gen Pervez
Musharrafs plans to get elec-
ted as President.

The first round of talks had
been held between government
officials and PPP senior vice
president Mr Mkhdoom Amin
Fahim here. Few army officials
had also called on Mrs Bhutto in
kondon earlier this month, the
daily “Dawn” reported today.

PPP sources said the Mushar-
raf government has sent feelers
to the party after the Supreme
Court recently set aside her
conviction in a corruption case.

Following the judgement, PPP

Vi

2,000 OPPOSITION ACTIVISTS ARRESTED

alks with Benazir’s

'ISLAMABAD, April 27. — Pakistan's military jregime has :

- arrested over 2,000 activists of various political parties to pre-

! vent them from taking part in the planned May Day pro-democ- |
racy rally in Karachi, even as the chairman of Alliance for
' Restoration of Democracy, Mr Nasurullah Khan, today said he
' would approach the Supreme Court to question the ban against
holdlng rallies. — PTI

is also eager to reach an under-
standing with the regime to en-
able Mrs Bhutto to end her self
exile and return to Pakistan to
take part in active politics.

Mrs Bhutto was, however, hesi-
tant to return as she feared ar-
rest in connection with other ca-
ses, they said. With the court
verdict and the subsequent
judgement by the Supreme Court
drastically toning down the pow-
ers of the National Accountability
Bureau, set up to prosecute cor-

rupt politicians, the government
was willing to reach a compro-
mise with Mrs Bhutto, they said.
According to PPP, Gen Mush-
arraf is willing to provide an
important role for the PPP in
an interim government provi-
ded Mrs Bhutto gives an under-
taking to stay away from poli-
tics for few years and supports
Gen Musharraf’s presidency
with enhanced powers.

Gen Musharraf, who is under
presure from the Supreme

party

Court to hold elections by 12
October 2002 and hand power
to an elected government, plans
to get elected as President by
reviving the suspended nation-
al and provincial assemblies,
PPP sources said.

Benazir offers to cooperate:
Mrs Bhutto says she is pre-
pared to cooperate with the
military regime and give up the
idea of launching a movement
for its ouster if it agrees to hold
talks with the grand alliance of
political parties on holding elec-
tions in the country, UNI re-
ports from Dubai say.

“If the military regime calls
upon the Alliance for Restora-
tion of Democracy to discuss
the holding of elections, then a
settlement can be worked out

(with it),” Mrs Bhutto said in
an interview with the 57
Times.

- /




By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 27. Political parties in Pakistan are
gearing up for a confrontation with the military gov-
ernment which is determined to stop them from
holding the May Day rally at Karachi in support of
the demand for return to democracy.

Bven as hundreds of workers of the Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy (ARD), a conglomerate of
16 parties, were detained by authorities in different
parts of the country in a mid-night swoop, the lead-
ers announced that they are determined to go ahead
with the protest raily.

The proclamations of the leaders may in reality
mean nothing as they could do precious little when
the military government thwarted their plans to hold
a similar rally on the Foundation Day of Pakistan on
March 23 in Lahore.

The steps taken by Punjab to prevent the Alliance
leaders and cadres from reaching anywhere near the
venue attracted flak from all quarters. The dominant
view was that the/administration made the rally that
could never b}){::/l:i a great success by its strong-arm

s Pak parties firm
W »\ on protest rally <C

/

methods. The same trend might be witnessed in Ka-
rachi as well.

Political observers are surprised over the decisior
of the authorities to round up political parties anc
ban entry of prominent leaders of the Alliance intc
Karachi five days ahead of the proposed rally.

The reaction of the Government suits the Alliance
leaders. Without doing anything they are getting al
the attention they are looking for as left to them i
would have indeed been a Herculean task for then
to mobilise people particularly in these summe
days.

It is not just the Sind administration that is hype
active over the proposed rally. The administration i
Punjab is equally worked up. On Thursday the Pun
jab authorities issued notices banning the entry ¢
ARD leaders and workers into Sind.
in a related development the human rights orge
nisation, Amnesty International, has called on th
military government to release the detained cadrc
of the ARD. The Amnesty said the ban imposed b
the Government on political rallies and demonstra
tions was against international human rights stan
dards

“ e
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/ Court blow to Pak
. antl-graft decree "

Islama ad April 24 (Reuters):
The Pakystani Supreme Court
today asked the country’s mili-
tary government to amend a con-
troversial anti-corruption decree,
partly meeting concerns of critics
who had called the law draconian.

A four-judge bench of the coun-
try’s top court, ruling on chal-
lenges to the decree from Opposi-
tion politicians, gave the govern-
ment up to two months to make
the suggested amendments in the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) ordinance.

“We allow these petitions with
the observations that this order
and directions contained therein
shall come into force with imme-
diate effect,” the judgement said.

“However, the federal govern-
ment is directed to formally pro-
mulgate appropriate legislative
instruments as soon as possible,
but preferably within a period of
two months from today,” it said.

Military ruler Gen. Pervez
Musharraf had issued the decree
after seizing power in a bloodless

P

coup in October 1999, increasing
the severity of an earlier law
brought by ousted Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif to fight white-collar
crime, mainly by politicians.

Politicians and human rights
groups had criticised the new de-
cree mainly for empowering the
NAB to detain people for up to 90
days without charge, barring
courts from granting bail, assign-
ing burden of proof of innocence
to the accused, and carrying a
mandatory disqualification of
convicts from politics for 21 years.

Today’s judgment said an ac-
cused must be produced before an
accountability court within 15
days of being arrested, saying that
prolonged detention for 90 days
without sufficient cause violated
personal liberties.

It called for a restoration of the
bail facility and ordered the re-
duction of the “excessive” 21-year
disqualification period to 10 years
after a prison sentence has been
served by a convict.

But the court did not accept ob-

jections to the provision placing
the burden of proof on the ac- |
cused, saying it was not an unfa-
miliar concept in legal parlance.

It also upheld the NAB chair-
man’s power to fix the venue of a
trial of an accused.

The NAB had arrested scores
of politicians and former bureau-
crats under the new law and sev-
eral were convicted, including
Sharif, who was later pardoned
and sent on a 10-year exile to Saudi
Arabia in December.

Opposition rally

The government warned political
leaders today not to travel to the
southern city of Karachi for a
banned pro-democracy rally on
May 1, saying that if they did they
would be arrested. “We are not
going to allow other political lead-
ers to travel to Karachi to ta
part in the rally and if they défy

ter, said.
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New Dethi, April 22 () Q(AZ'

WITH DISCONTENT brewi g‘
among top army officials againkt
Pervez Musharraf regime’s deci-
sion to supersede about a score of
them by promoting juniors, the
Pakistani bureaucracy is now up
in arms over induction of retired
army officers in plum postings in
the Foreign Ministry.

A “large group” of senior offi-
cers of the Foreign Ministry has
planned to move court “against
the backdoor induction” of retir-
ed Army officers by the military
government in plum posts, ac-
cording to a report in The Nation.

The “unrest” in the bureaucra-
cy has also been caused by the
Musharraf regime’s reported
directive to the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) to go slow
on inquiries against several for-
mer and serving military officers
on allegedly questionable deals.

According to an estimate, natio-
nal exchequer has lost upto $1 bil-
lion as alleged kickbacks and com-
missions in these deals, a story in
the Friday Times website said.

The reports also said the mili-
tary regime was facing rough
weather not only due to discon-
tent among the military officials
and the bureaucracy, but also
because of movements launched
by political parties in Sindh,
Baluchistan and the North-West
Frontier Province against the
alleged high-handedness of Pun-
jab, especially on water-sharing.

While an umbrella body of
political parties has demanded
immediate formation of an inter-
im government to carry out polls
within a specified time-frame,
Pakistan Supreme Court yester-
day asked the military regime to
stick to the October 2002 deadline
given by it for conducting the polls.

“We, hereby, reaffirm by way of
emphasis that validation and
legitimacy accorded to the present

Government is conditional, inter-
linked and intertwined with the
holding of general elections to the
national assembly, the provincial
assemblies and the senate within
the timeframe laid down by this
court,” the apex court said.

Alliance for Restoration of
Democracy (ARD), umbrella
body of major opposition parties.
has accused the military regime
for taking the country to “a verge
of collapse” in its 18-month rule
and demanded immediate forma-
tion of an interim national gov-
ernment to oversee the polls
within a time-frame.

ARD also demanded lifting of
ban on political activities.
restoration of 1973 Constitution
and creation of an “impartial”
election commission to hold the
elections, according to Jung.

It quoted a leader of ARD part-
ner PPP, as saying that foreign
exchange reserves had dipped enor-
mously, GDP growth rate declined
substantially and trade deficit gone
up to 1.14 billion dollars.

Resentment over the river
water-sharing with Punjab has
also seen strikes in Sindh and
Baluchistan, with ARD constitu-
ents blaming the regime for its
pro-Punjab tilt on all major mat-
ters, the report said. 7
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~Karachi wakes up from ,
nightmare to twiq  blasts

Karachi, April 18 (Reuters): A
night of violence in the Pakistani
city of Karachi was followed by
two bomb blasts today that
killed one person and wounded
two, police and witnesses said.

The blasts, in the upmarket
Clifton and defence areas, came

. amid tight security as a one-day

. strike gripped Karachi and

«major towns and cities through-

" out the southern province of
Sindh, forcing an almost com-
plete shutdown.

“We have confirmed reports
there is a bomb blast in which a
person died,” a police official
said of the first explosion.

Karachi bomb squad chief
Moin-uddin said a second “low-
intensity device” exploded near
a fast-food shop, wounding one
person and smashing windows.

Police said the dead person,
originally thought to be a
bomber, was a drug addict who
had an explosive device placed in
his bag while he slept. Doctors

said one of the wounded was in
stable condition and the other
suffered superficial injuries.

It was unclear whether the
blasts were related to the strike.

The Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM), the biggest politi-
cal party in Karachi, and the
Jiye Sindh Qaumi Mahaz
(JSQM) issued the strike call to
protest against government
clampdowns on political activi-
ties and a failure to solve a
chronic water shortage.

The stoppage follows a night
of violence in which 238 people
were arrested and dozens of ve-
hicles torched. MQM officials
said the strike was successful
and blamed the violence on state
agencies out to discredit strike
supporters.

“We have called a peaceful
strike and all business groups in
the city have supported us. We
have a mass support...so vio-
lence by our party is out of ques-
tion,” senior MQM leader Nas-

n Jalil, a senator in the upper
hduse suspended following Pak-
isthn’s 1999 military coup, said.

“Intelligence agencies and
the establishment always play a
dirty role in Pakistani politics
and they are again doing that to
malign the MQM,” she said.

Police said the overnight vio-
lence had helped force people to
observe the shutdown.

“We have arrested 238 people
in different parts of the city on
public order offences,” said a se-
nior police official, adding seven
had been caught trying to burn
public vehicles.

He said security forces had
raided houses belonging to
known MQM and JSQM ac-
tivists, and there had been shoot-
ing into the air to scare people.

Today, groups of armed para-
military personnel patrolled
Karachi streets and most shops,
schools and businesses remained
shuttered and few buses were

running. //



Join the Pak Army to
become a millionaire

T
: Would You censider
the reocation ¢l Mr
Nawaz Sharif’s exile if
you became Prime Min-

ister?

A: Itis a very speculative question
because 1 have yet to see whai his
exile agreement is. [ think that this
decision of the Supreme Couit, |
personally believe, is the sweetest
revenge. The fact that what he
tried to do to me happened to him
is enough to make me feel vindi-
cated. His return really depends on
extraneous factors, on the exile
agreement he has signed. It
depends on who wins in the next
elections and who wins the consti-
tutional battle and who is the Pres-
ident. It depends on so many
imponderables.

But Mr Sharif is an institutional
player. My strength is amongst
the people. His strength is
amongst the institutions. He's
got a lot of money at his disposal.
It helped him become Prime
Minister twice, and T assume it
would help him to return to Pak-
istan at some stage in the future. |
don’t want that to sound catty
because it is not, but just that he
does have abilities at political
manoeuvring.

Q: Pakistan has. more or less
either overtly or covertly, been,
in a sense, ruled by the army. Do
vou think that will ever change ?
A: Well part of this is domestic
and the domestic answer is that
people want a professional army
that they can be proud of, that
does its professional duties.
There are international compul-
sions also, where many interna-
tional players look towards the
military. For example, during the
Cold War it was the compulsion
of the international community
to go with military dictatorship.
Now the Cold War is over but
there is still a lot of networking
of friendships. So the domestic
and external pressures have to
mesh before a situation arises.
But as long as Pakistan’s politi-
cised army is seen as able to
deliver on various fronts then it
becomes very difficult... to have
the kind of professional army
that Pakistani people want. For
example, right now so many
incentives have been given to
allow for politicised military. Tt
is the most lucrative job avail-
able. You go from being working
class to being multi-millionaire,
so unless that is addressed and
people see that joining the mili-
tary would pay them as much as
it would had they joined the
police and the judiciary, then cer-
tainly that would affect what sort
of a military we would have.

Q: How do they become multi-
millionaires?

A: For instance the generals take
over prime commercial and agri-
1 cultural property. They allot them-
selves, benefit themselves. If any-
body else did that it would be
called a corrupt act but in Pakistan
that is the law. It is a fact that peo-
ple who are working class become
multi-millionaires, far richer than
anybody in the police or in the
judiciary. So there is a tendency to
go and join it because you can
benefit yourself by allotting your-
self rich agriculural lands and
prime commercial property and if
you are lucky enough to become a
chief you get a house that is worth
several hundred thousand dollars.
You get it for free. for life, for
your children. But in politics what
your grandfather gave vou can be
taken away from you. And also
every time you become a chief
you get a budget worth several

Oy Y

FORMER PAK
PRIME MINISTER
BENAZIR
BHUTTO SPEAKS
WITH NABANITA
SIRCAR IN

so on. That can also help brigg/sta-
bility to a region that has lacked
stability for almost half a century.

Q: So if General Musharraf
offered, would you like to have a
dialogue with him?

A: The ARD is prepared for a
dialogue. Tt has been talking
about a dialogue since October
1999. Well, the ARD has come

if now, but, the GDA earlier, of
I’ONDON /\:rfhich PPP was a part, welcomed

ParTlI

hundred thousand dollars to redec-
orate the army chief’s house. The
houses in which they live is on a
grander scale than the Prime Min-
ister’s. So they feel they are the
real rulers.

The commander’s live-in is
grander than the houses of gover-
nors. Politicians are answerable to
the people, Parliament and their
party but they are answerable to
no onelt’s all “Yes sir”. Then all
the money that is there from the
arms deals. Politicians have very
little to do with it. The specifica-
tions are set by the armed forces
and the specifications that they set
only fit what they want that to fit.
So by the time it comes to the
DCC it has already been pre-
determined what’s going to be
bought. So this situation needs to
change and there has to be domes-
tic pressure which is certainly
there. But internationally, they
have marketed themselves as the
one organised force that can keep

I think India behaved
in the correct fashion
(when Fernandes
resigned after the
Tehelka exposé). There
is a consensus that
there ought to be a rule
‘of law. That consensus
is a challenge for us to
create in Pakistan

order in Pakistan and they have
discredited all others and weak-
ened all other institutions. So
there is a fear in the international
community that we need them
and so there is very little media
interest in rectifying it.

For instance, if you join the
police or judiciary you work for
35 years and vou get one pension.
But if you work in the army then
you take leave in the middle to go
and do whatever you want to do,
whether it's business or jihad,
and you can come back then and
rejoin. You can’t do that in the
police or the judiciary or the civil
service or as an ambassador. And
then if you are in the military you
get two pensions, two pays and
you get lavish support, if you are
put in civilian duties.

As long as we have uneven
laws why should people join the
police, or the civil service or the
foreign office or the political par-
ties? If they join the political par-
ties where are the rights you
have? There is a tendency to join
this huge behemoth.

As part of these reforms we
understand that the generals have
reservations about how politicians
conduct themselves. But the
politicians also have reservations
about the way the generals con-
duct themselves. And for Pakistan
to advance forward there is need
for a meaningful and substantive
dialogue which can make all of us,
as Pakistanis, proud of all our
institutions, political, military and

the military intervention and the
overthrow of Mr Nawaz Sharif
and they said now the army
should sit down with the political
leaders and device an exit strate-
gy to go back to the barracks. But
what the GDA had asked for was
not implemented.

Then the GDA leaders and some
of us decided to make a larger
alliance and we went in for the
ARD. But the ARD public agita-
tion programme, like every agita-
tion, ends at a negotiating table.
So whether it’s tension with India.
it will also ultimately end on a
negotiating table. The question is
do we want to put ourselves
through all this before getting to
the negotiating table? Our position
is very clear, it is and has always
been that it is wrong to accuse the
politicians for the ills that beset
society and that we are all part of
the problem, we are all part of the
solution, And if we need stability
then we have to have an ordef that
recognises that the people should
decide their affairs. And thatevery
one and all are equal before law.
This matter that there is the peo-
ple, and then there is another
super-class, that has damaged us.

: What do you think about
°the Tehelkd revélations in
India?
A: Ithink it is marvellous the way,
ironically, the tapes in India and in
Pakistan, had such enormous sig-
nificance for our political direc-
tion. I really think that India did
the right thing in acting immedi-
ately. The defence minister
resigned, though he was not on the
tapes. Ironically, the judges who
are on the tapes (in Pakistan) are
still sitting there. And the military
which says they are committed to
fight corruption are allowing
judges Qayum and Rashid to con-
tinue sitting. And the tapes show
that both the judges were taking

dictation from the govem-
ment.
So I do think that Pakistan needs

to see what other countries do
when confronted with evidence of
wrongdoing and act accordingly.

It makes me sad as a Pakistani, |

when I see those two judges con-
tinuing to sit on the bench after
they have violated the provisions
of the Constitution. And then the
law minister, he took over the
proceedings of the court. I wasn’t
allowed a single defence witness.
Now I-know why, because the
law minister was telling the judge,
“Hurry up and conclude.” So how
could the judge conduct the pro-
ceedings when the proceedings
had been taken over by Mr Khalid
Anwar? This is what is disgust-
ing, that there is total lawlessness
in our country. They say they are
upholding the law against politi-
cians but they are not. It’s law-
lessness. And here there are peo-
ple caught with their fingers in the
cookie jar. So I think India
behaved in the correct fashion
and that is why there is the rule
of law there. And there is a con-
sensus amongst Indians that
there ought to be a rule of law.
That consensus is a challenge for
us to create in Pakistan.
& CONCLUDED
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e Higii drama ma?ks departure —

v 'Y of PPP team to London

der quashing the lower court conviction against her
in a corruption case.

High drama preceded the departure of the leaders as
the authorities in Karachi stopped five other top
leaders of the party from boarding the flight. No
reasons have been given for the decision and the
leaders have claimed that none of them is on the Exit
Control List.

The meeting between Mrs. Bhutto and the PPP

leaders is being watched with keen interest as they
are supposed to decide the date of return of Mrs.
Bhutto from self-exile.
An immediate announcement on the date of return
is unlikely for more than one reason. The apex court
is yet to spell out the grounds on which it has
quashed the order of the lower court and the military
government could be expected to plan its next move
only after the details of the judgment are out.

Mrs. Bhutto would also obviously like to await not
only the details of the verdict but also the next course
of action of the Musharraf Government. She has giv-
en enough hints that her return may not be possible
before the end ofthe elections to the local bodies in

the last week of May. The decision of a district ma-
gistrate in the United Kingdom to hand over 22,000
pages of documents on the reported details of assets
and bank accounts of the family members and
friends of Mrs. Bhutto could also complicate the
process of her return.

As things stand most PPP leaders are in favour of
Mrs. Bhutto's return soon after the local body elec-
tions. They believe that she should the risk the
chances of being detained by the military govern-
ment as only such a daring act could help the party
to win back the confidence of people.

There have been hints from the top functionaries
of the military government that she could be arrest-
ed if she returns. She is an accused in several other
cases and atleast in one case a non-bailable warrant
is pending against her.

In another development, authorities in Lahore on
Monday reportedly bulldozed the office of the Jaish
Muhammad outfit. A report in the Urdu daily Nawai
Wagqt said the action was taken without any prior
notice and office furniture and other equipment
worth more than one lakh rupees was destroyed. A
spokesman of the Jaish has been quoted as saying
that the office was sealed three days back and two
activists of the outfit were arrested. Jaish Muham-
mad office- bearers have condemned the action. Si-
pah-e-Sahaba leaders have also deplored the
government's action terming it as evidewthe
‘anti-jehad’ policies of the regime.
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'SC dubs Pak
anti-graft panel

‘draconian

Y 4 A \
Islamabad, April 13 I{VC‘"V\ ud

AFTER DELIVERING a stun-
ning judgment setting aside the
conviction of former Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto, the Pak-
istan Supreme Court has locked
horns with the military regime
over the “draconian” National
Accountability Bureau Ordi-
nance (Nabo) brought in by the
military regime to crack down on
corrupt politicians and officials.

The ordinance is harsh as it
vests “draconian” powers with
the officials, the court said yes-
rerday and told the State counsel
it had ample jurisdiction to ask
‘he Government to remove the
acunae in the legislation.

The apex court was hearing
»etitions filed by top political
arties, including Pakistan Peo-
sle’s Party and the Pakistan Mus-

im League, questioning the
egality of the ordinance, The
Statesman reported today.

“The court has ample jurisdic-
tion to interpret the law. It is the
duty of the court to interpret the
law for delivering justice without
being dependent on any conces-
sion from the Government,”
Chief Justice Irshad Hasan Khan
was quoted as saying by the daily.

He said the judiciary was inde-
pendent and would not succumb
to pressures from the Govern-
ment in performing its duty.

The Government informed the

b \4‘ 1 *
M1

Nabo on the lines directed by it.
“The Government is bound to
amend the ordinance if the apex
court decides,” State counsel
Abid Hasan Minto said.

The military regime in Pak-
istan is to extend its investigation
of corruption allegations against
Benazir after the release by a
British court of 22,000 pages of
documents detailing her bank
accounts and assets. Benazir, won
a significant victory last week
when the Pakistani apex court
overturned a conviction for cor-
ruption against her and her hus-
band and ordered a retrial.

She said she intended to
return to Pakistan soon and
would try to become prime min-
ister for a third time. But yester-
day Bow Street magistrates court
in London released detailed
financial documents about the
couple and statements taken
from nine associates.

The Pakistani National Acc-
ountability Bureau, which inves-
tigates corruption, has been try-
ing to secure the documents

since the army seized power 17 .

months ago. It has not yet had
sight of them. Almost all the
political parties that filed the
petitions seeking scrapping of
Nabo alleged the law was being
indiscriminately used to bring
them under submission.
Agencies
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court that it was ready to amend -
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Pak SC locks
horns with

military regime
PRESS TRUST OF | ”VV{@;}
v v
ISLAMABAD, April 13. — After
delivering a stunnipg judgment
setting aside the conviction of
former Prime Minister Mrs Be-
nazir Bhutto, the Pakistan Su-
preme Court has locked horns
with the military régime over
the “draconian” nature of -the
National Accountability Bu-
' reau Ordinance (NABO) which
seeks to crack down on corrupt
" politicians and officials.

The ordinance is harsh in na-
ture, the court said yesterday
and told the state counse] that
it had ample jurisdiction to ask

the government to remove the

lacunae in legislation.

The court was hearing peti-
tions filed by top political par-
ties, including Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party and the Pakistan
Muslim League, questioning
the legality of the ordinance.

- “The court has ample jurisdic-

"tion to interpret the law. It is
the court’s duty to interpret the
law for delivering justice with-
out being dependent on any
concession from the govern-
ment,” the Chief Justice, Mr Ir-
shad Hasan Khan, said.

He said the judiciary was in-
dependent and wouldn't suc-
cumb to pressures from the

government in performing its.

duty.

The government ihformped the |

court that it was| ready to
amend NABO on thee lines di-
rected by it. “The government is
bound to amend the ordinance
if the apex court decides,” state
counsel Mr Abid Hasan Minto
said.

Yesterday’s comments fol-
lowed observations by the
court on 9 April in which it
_gaid powers vested with NA-
BO officials to arrest anyone
“for 90 days without register-
ing a case was “very harsh
and unreasonable.”

The government counsel said
though the ordinance was “a
good piece of legislation, the
federation is prepared to bring
amendments to it if ordered by
the court.” .

He said it was enacted to re-
cover huge sums of money em-
bezzled by corrupt politicians.

Commenting on the govern-
ment counsel’s submissions,
Mr Justice Hassan said once
the court got hold of a matter,
its power to decide the matter
becomes unlimited. “We are
answerable to our conscience
and know the economic condi-
tions of the country. We don’t
want to be a party to the dete-
rioration of economic condi-
tions.”

Almost all the political parties ,

which filed the petitions seek-
ing scrapping of NABO, alleged
the law was being indiscrimin-
ately used to bring them under
submission.

Mrs Bhutto’s lawyers argued
that if the court struck down or
drastically medified the legisia-
tion, the PPP leader could re-
turn to the country withgat any
fear of arrest.




Musharraf

reshuftles
army brass

Islamabad, April 15

CONTINUING HIS efforts to con-
solidate hold on the army, mili-
tary ruler General Pervez
Musharraf has effected a major
reshuffle transferring the Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) chief
from a powerful corps comman-
der posting to head the army
training institute and promoting
the ISI chief to the rank of lieu-
tenant general.

PCB chief Lt Gen Taugir Zia,
who headed the Mangala Divi-
sion, has been posted as Inspec-
tor General, (training and evalu-
ation) of army, an official
announcement here said adding
he will retain his job as the PCB
chief.

The Nation today said that Zia
was shifted as he was perceived
to have been too occupied with
his job with PCB. Maj Gen
Muhammad Akram, presently
serving as chief of the Pakistan’s
all powerful intelligence agency.
1SI, too has been promoted to the
rank of lieutenant general.

Akram being retained in his
present posting, reports said,
raised speculation that he was
likely to be made the deputy chief
of the army later this year.

Musharraf, who is also chief
of the army, recently said that he
would not retire in October as
scheduled and would extend his
service. At present he holds three
important posts, including the
chief executive of Pakistan, a
post which was created after the
October 1999 military coup incor-
porating the powers of the Prime
Minister. Musharraf is also the
Chairman of Joint Chief of Staff
Committee (CJCSO).

While retaining the post of
army chief, Musharraf is expect-
ed to appoint senior generals to

f

the posts of vice chief of army
and CJCSC.

The process of reshuffle at the
top army level was set in motion
last month by Musharraf to con-
solidate his hold among the top
brass. The ongoing reshuffle
assume?i significance as 12 corps
commanders of the army formed
the policy and power structure of
the present military Govern-
ment. The commanders would
hold their monthly meeting on
April 23 to review political and
military issues.

“1t (reshuffle) is strictly arou-
tine affair and there is nothing
political about it.” a senior mili-
tary official told AFP.

“The shuffle is to accomimno-
date the six major generals who
have been promoted as lieu-
tenant generals,” the official
who did not want_to be named
said. Maj Gen Tariq Majeed was
appointed as director-general
military intelligence replacing
Maj Gen Ehsanul Haq who has
been appointed as Corps Com-
mander Peshawar.

Maj Gen Ghulam Mustafa has
been appointed as Corps Com-
mander Mangla, replacing Zia.

The outgoing corps comman-
der Peshawar Lt Gen Imtiaz Sha-
heen has been posted as chief of
logistic staff at General Head-
guarters.

Besides Akram, three other
major generals have been pro-
moted to the rank of lieutenant.

In a more significant reshuffle
in September, Musharraf
changed some of his key military
officials who took part in the |
coup. He replaced the chairman
of the anti-corruption national
accountability bureau and
appointed a new chief of general
staff.

Apgencies
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: When do you plan to
return to Pakistan,
now that all charges
against you have been
suspended by the
Supreme Court?

‘A: It is a party decision. 1 have
‘called my party colleagues over
:and we are. going to sit down and

‘discuss it.- Obviously there is a.

limited window and that window
‘is after the conclusion of the local
;party’s elections and before the
{general elections of next year. A
ot of it depends on what. the
.regime plans, If they are going to
‘do a vendetta then it might be
‘more useful for me to be there ata
‘time... in prison, when it is an
election asset. So all sorts of fac-
tors have to be kept in mind but if
they give up this vendetta after
this decision of the Supreme

‘Court then it will be possible, per-

‘haps, to return.

. But at any event it depends on

the movement amongst the peo-
ple. How soon people are
mobilised, how soon they can
come out. But even if we are
unable to mobilise people in an
agitational sense, nonetheless I
have to go back because it can
become an election issue. So
there are now two aspects to look
at only from the agitational point
of view, that how soon can I go
back to be part of the democratic
movement. And our party’s
efforts were geared towards mak-
ing the alliance called the
Alliance for Restoration of
Democracy (ARD), and after the
alliance was made we had certain
setbacks, like the departure of Mr
Nawaz Sharif to Saudi Arabia. As
soon as we recovered from that
we had the sethack of the MOM

quitting the ARD. Then there
were rumours that the regime was
working on other component par-
ties. Simultaneously we had man-
aged to hold the first meeting in
March in which there were wide-
spread arrests. So we were just

etting our act together and we
were hoping that as this mobilisa-
tion built up I'd be able to go back
as part of the democratic move-
ment. But there was always a
charge that the regime would play
games with our own alliance and
factionalise it. So now we have a
major hurdle shifted out -of our
way. We have the chance of the
agitation paying off and in case
the regime tries fo pull the carpet

- from under our feet we have the

chance of my going back anyway
and becoming an election issue.

The way for my return is now
facilitated although there are still
challenges ahead.

Q: Do you have any signals
about what the military regime is
thinking? )

A: The only signals we have are
from -the press. And inside the
press, there is one statement by
General Musharraf in which he
has said the court decision will be
accepted. Now that is a bit
ambiguous. We  don’t know
whether this court decision will
be accepted so that we can get
another court decision that suits
us. That's to be clarified. The
second impression that we have
from the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) people is that they
want to go ahead full steam and
that they have got many more
cases that they can do. Some-
times they say five and some-
times they say nine. They are
unable to count how many
charges they actually want to
bring about. And they say even if
they don’t have any new charges,
new evidences can be manufac-
tured and we can come up with
new charges. As far as the NAB
is concerned they are frothing at

Jaya’s clout

hy is Samata Par-
ty’s Jaya Jaitly so
powerful? So much
so, she has man-
aged to control most of the
senior NDA leaders, from Atal
Behari Vajpayee to George
‘Fernandes. Does anyone
remember her press confer-
ence held at the residence of
former  defence  minister
George Fernandes when the
match-fixing controversy was
at its peak? - She had
announced at that time that
her daughter Aditi was not
going to marry-tainted crick-
eter Ajay Jadeja, ever. But
her daughter did marry him
and the most prominent invi-
tee to the function was Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpay-

the mouth. As far as General
Musharraf is concerned he has
made a less hostile statement, but
not a friendly statement.

Q: When General Musharraf had
taken over, you tried to establish,
contact with him. Do you plan to
do so again? :
A: No. That time they had taken
over and they had made certain
promises to end the one-sided
accountability, to take the coun-
try back to democracy and to
have institution building and it
was in that context that I had
made a telephone call that went
unanswered. Since then all those
objectives, to my view, have
been abandoned. So there is little
point in establishing contact. But
my people are in contact. There
have been meetings with our
party people and we have been
urging both privately and pub-
licly that there has to be a restora-
tion of the democratic process.
Rather than confront the people it
is important to enter into .2 dia-
logue with the ARD which .is
spearheading the operation with
a view to establishing an-interim
government of national consen-
sus and holding elections which
are fair, free and impartial. We
have yet to succeed in having that
political settlement come about-
which can lead to a facilitation of
democracy. That is the ARD
position which is also the PPP
position.

s What do think about
the CMAG warning to
Pakistan to decide on
election dates by Octo-
ber this year?
A: I hope that happens. But so far
we are yet to get the signals. But
the CMAG decision was a very
important one. In fact it makes
the Commonwealth relevant in
the world of today, the support
that the Commonwealth has been

* giving to democracy through its

actions in other countries before
Pakistan and now Pakistan. In
pushing for democracy it is mak-
ing the Commonwealth very
much relevant to young people
today who live in countries with
fragile democracies. The PPP has
welcomed CMAG’s decision.

We would like to see elections
within three months. Elections
can be held within three months.
The local body election will be
over by the end of May. Then the
secondary elections will be held
till August, but general elections
can be announced any time after
May. And they can certainly be
held in time for Pakistan to attend
the CMAG. Anyway, it is diffi-
cult right now to say what is
going to happen. For us there is a
miracle.

The regime had a certain script.
It had very little to do with jus-

InDO-Pak DIALOGUE

For Gen. Musharraf
the litmus test is
whether he can
achieve a break-

for South
Asia and for that he
needs to get on with
New Delhi. So by his
own stated agenda of
talks any time... he
has placed the bur-
den of influence on
India. Certainly if
India does business
as normal with a mil-
itary dictator it will
strengthen him

ee. But most of - his
advisers were against his
attending the function. They
thought that he should not
attend this function because
both Jaya Jaitly and Jadeja
are mired by controversy. His
advisers are also convinced
that George Fernandes has
always been in touch with a
number of anti-India terrorist
outfits including those operat-
ing in Tamil Nadu, Jammu
and Kashmir and Punjab.

No. 13

?

Parivar to save himself, some of
his advisers have collected a
crowd of tantriks to save him
from evil forces. Senior leaders
involved in this operation are

hile the Prime Minister
has successfully
pacified the Sangh .

PAK GENERAL

FoRrMER PAKISTAN PRIME MINISTER BEN

tice. According to the script they
wanted to oust the leaders of the
two major parties who had been
in government and they wanted

" to bring in mew inexperignced

people who would be in awe of
the generals and.therefore adopt
their agenda. According to this
script they succeeded in Decem-
ber by sending Mr Nawaz Sharif
off and they decided to send me
off, having this case held imme-
diately after the winter vacation.
Now a spanner has been thrown
in the, works of that script and it
has dramatically changed the
political situation in Pakistan.
There is a deadline of 2002 for
the regime. If it now wants to
again use judicial abuse to elimi-
nate my leadership, it is facing a
quandary as to how it will do that
before the deadline.

First they had the deadline.
They thought they had the judg-
ment which they will uphold.
And I think they would have put
much more pressure to uphold it,
if it hadn’t been for the tapes. 1
am very grateful to all the press
and media, including the Zee TV,
which played those tapes and
changed the dynamics of a court
verdict that impacts on Pakistan
and more importantly, has the
prospects of impacting on South
Asia in South Asia’s own quest
for peace.

Q: Do you think the Common-
wealth and the US will support.
you in your campaign for the
restoration of democracy?

A: I have yet to receive any such
signals of whether they would
support me. There has been so
much propaganda that perhaps
people feel a bit apprehensive
about going back to people who
have been there in the past. I
don’t know. But I think they do
support democracy from what we
see. The CMAG, in particular

.made a landmark statement in

which they called aponi Pakistan’
to hold elections by October this
year. They said well October
2002 may be the deadline your
Supreme Court has allowed you,
but we have our own . Supreme
Court (I am putting the words)
which has its rules and laws and
under those rules you either do it
by October or you are out. I think
it was a very important support
for democracy in Pakistan.

How many countries and peo-
ple and institutions have been
making demands for democracy,
thinking 1 would be eliminated
before them, I am unable to
answer. But what [ can say is that
I am a known player. I am firstly,
a known player, and secondly I
am the player with the popular
support. Therefore I am the polit-
ical leader with the experience
and the team to address issues of
concemn with popular sanction.
There is no one else that can do
that. ‘ .

Q: What do you think of the Bush
administration? Will it be differ-
ent from the Clinton administra-
tion in its relations with Pak-
istan?

A: It is difficult to assess the
Bush administration just yet. I
have been to America twice and |
had very good relations with
Bush senior’s administration. We
worked very closely together to
get Pakistan military and eco-
nomic assistance, on a scale larg-
er than the one during the Afghan
war. The 41st President was also

. known to my father whom he

TOMORROW: THE GENERALS ARE MILLIONAIRES
dilli durbar

D.E. NIZAMUDDIN

Uma Bharati and Murli
Manohar Joshi, both die-hard
believers in the occulit.

At present 13 yagnas are going
on in different places to save the
chair of the Prime

Minister. These anushthans are
being conducted by 13 .

highly paid tantriks. According
to sources close to Uma Bharati,
13 places have been selected

to conduct these yagnas because
13 members of the Lok Sabha
have deserted the Vajpayee gov-
ernment since its formation in
1999.

'Absolutely raw

nion Home Minister L.K.
Advani has taken over
India’s diplomacy vis-a-
vis Pakistan in context of
talks with militant outfits.

He was responsible for

So all sorts of factors

PART [

A lot of it depends on what the regime plans.
If they are going to do a vendetta then it
t be more useful for me to be there at a
fime... in prison, when it is an election asset..
have to be kept in mind
" but if they give up this vendetta after this
decision of the Supreme Court then it will be
possible, perhaps, to return

admired, but 43rd President Bush
is unknown to me. L have met one

* of his brothers but I have yet to

have a meeting with him.

When I went to America on the
two occasions that I have been
there, their important slots were
yet to be filled up in the State
department and so on. So I find it
hard to make an individual
assessment just yet. But, overall,
the impression that I got from
meetings that I had held and
those meetings had been in state
and commerce and defence
departmients, that the policies that
were begun by the Clinton
administration would continue. 1
wonder if I can describe them as
the policies begun by the Clinton
administration because the poli-
cies that were there were bi-parti-
san rather than Clinton specific.
If there has been a departure
that’s been a departure more in
terms of China but less in terms
of Pakistan,

+ Mr Clinton did show
his displeasure towards
the military regime dur-

ing his visit last year.'

Do you think the Bush adminis-
tration will keep to that line?

A: Well if I couid I would cer-.

tainly advise them to do so
because South Asia is an oppor-
tunity for an American President
to help achieve peace in the larg-
er world area. America has cer-
tainly improved its relations with
India over the recent past. It also
has good relations traditionally
with Pakistan which have come,
of course, under a cloud due to
certain events. But there is an

opportunity. so I would certainly
make that advice. o

Q: India is a very important meti-
ber of the Commonwealth. Do
you think it can play any role in
pressurising General Musharraf
and helping to restore democracy
in Pakistan? R
A: Yes, I think India has influ-
ence, very much so. I think what
India does also will impact on
what happens in Pakistan, India
has influence in the Common-
wealth and its support for democ-
racy in Pakistan was also signifi-
cant during the CMAG, not of
course on the ministerial commis-
sion but I am sure behind the
scenes it must have very much
been there. .

India also has a lot of clout in
America. So what it promotes
there, as a way further in South
Asia, is important. And the third
aspect is that India has, ironically,
clout with General Musharraf,
because General Musharraf has
said he is prepared to talk to India
anytime, anywhere. So in a sense,
for General Musharraf the litmus
test is whether he can achieve a
breakthrough for South Asia and
for that he needs to get on with
New Delhi. So ironically by Gen-
eral Musharraf’s own stated
agenda of talks anytime, any-
where, he has placed the burden
of influence on India. Willingly
or unwillingly is something else.

Certainly if India does business
as normal with a military dictator
it will strengthen General
Musharraf. Conyersely if it fails
to do that it brightens the

prospect of democracy. Now

[ LOST PROPERTY

So you onlt want to veclaim the umbrella?

what India does, is something for
New Delhi to answer, But tradi-
tionally India has taken pride in
being a démocratic country. Tra-
ditionally India has kept an arm’s
distance from military dictator-
ships and, I remember the fimes
when Mrs Indira Gandhi was the
Prime Minister during our last
military dictatorship, there cer
tainly was an amw’s distance,
India liked to emphasise that it
was a democracy and dealt with

" democratic leaders. So far Prime

Minister Vaj has also kept a
distance but | am really unabie to
say what their thinking is. Or
what is going on there,

+ Do vou want to lead
the campaign  for
democracy and  then
take over as prime min-

ister ?
A: 1 would like to lead it. It all
goes well, yes. But Pakistan is a
very difficult and complicated
country. There are concerns that
need to be addressed. For exam-
ple the generals have a certain
worldview on  why the last
decade was a failure and they
blame the politicians and they
want to put the checks and bal-
ances on the politicians, We
politicians have a different
worldview and we believe things
went wrong because there was an
imbalance of power and there
should be checks and balances in
the military. Now, what is ﬂgoing
to be the end of this differing
worldview as we plan for the
future is beyond my knowledge.
I w&gmvail in having a more
balanced system then certainly 1
envisage mysel{ running for and
becoming prime minister. But. if
it is to go back to the flawed sys-

tem of the past then I would be

setting myself u%gor failure. And
what 1s there to be gained by my
country if T set myself up for fail-
ure once again? So right now we
are back fighting a battle for the
restoration of democracy which
is .the holding of -elections. But
we are also fighting, partly, a bat-
tle for constitutional restructur-
ing that can rectify the imbalance
where all institutions, other than
t{ued military have been disman-
tled.

Q: What if General Musharraf

changes the Constitution and
becomes President with the
power to throw out prime minis-
ters?

A: That is where we have our
reservations. We see that as a

repetition of the past. In the past

the president had the power to
throw out Parliamentgand it led to
five different Parliuments in 14
years. Now if he has the right to
throw out the prime minister and
the cabinet, we'll have a new
government every five months
and it will play havoc with the
fragile party system. Carrot for
becoming prime minister will be
dangled before the person willin
to stab the party in the back ang
go for a chance at power.

It will also lead to corruption
and horse-trading as money is
once again offered to parliamen-
tarians to defect from their par-
ties. So really that is a very ugly
situation that is being discussed
and I would like to keep away
from any such situation personal-
ly. But as far as what the ARD
decides it is for them to decide.
Press reports indicate that
Musharraf is going to become the
president and there is this pack-

appointing K.C. Pant as the
point man to negotiate with
the Hurriyat leaders and Pak-
istan diplomats. Now he is
also preparing a draft for these
proposed talks with the anti-
India outfits. Thus the North
Block, it is said, is in total con-
trol of the situation. Mean-
while the Group of Ministers
on National Security has
admitted in writing that Indi-
an Intelligence agencies have
ceaselessly failed to feed the
PMO on the way things are
changing in the country. The
home minister feels that Indi-
a’s intelligence set-up is not
adequately equipped to deal
with the situation faced by the
country. This report has also
pointed out that RAW is not
very effective with- former
RAW chief G.C. Saxena him-

‘as paramount in Intelligence

self condemning the way the
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S CAN DO SOMETHING
DIVERT ATTENTION

BHUTTO SPEAKS WITH NABANITA SIRCAR IN LONDON

age that is under view. The PPP
and ARD have been themsolves
opposing this and saying that
look if he wants to become presi-
dent these terms are unacceptable
10 at loast us in the sition.
We have these approhensions
that you have these ofpowm and
that you get rid of a pepular
prime minister. Prom our own
-experience when they got rid of
me they could hardly say that we

- are getting rid of her because we

think it is wrong that she signe
this non-attack on. each other’s
nuclear facilities agreement, or
‘they could hardly say we are get-
ting rid of her because she is
becoming too powerful a prime
minister with her own president
under her belt and then where are
we going to be. So they had w
drum up allegations of corrup-
tion. But dmmmin%e p was
insufficient so then ¢ ad w0
rig the elections,

Rigging the elections was insut-
ficient because I still had the pop-
ular support so they had to keep
me busy in the court system.
How could they keep me busy in
the court system without attack-
ing the judiciary und pressurising
the judiciary and then arresting
bankers, businessmen and others
to get perjured statements? So
getting rid- of a popular prime
minister or a leader of the House
that enjoys a majority is a very
dirty process and it leads to the
unravelling of the entire social
fabric, So you don’t just get rid of
the Parliament but then swrt
undermining the judiciary, the
election commission, the politi-
cal parties as a consequence,

8 How secure da you
think General Mushar-
raf himself is vis-d-vis
General Aziz and Gen-
eral Mehmood?
A: It is difficult to say. Certainly
these two people played a pivotal
“part along with General Usmuni
in‘bringing him to power, He was
in the aeroplane and basically
they got rid of Nawaz and he was
able to land. So they are very
close to him, Perhaps he is
indebted to them.” There are
always talks of hardliners and
softliners but he is the chief of

Army staff, Really he has the
power to replace and over the last
year he has also promoted many,
So he does have power but
whether that power is exercised
. or whether thera is a will to exer-
cise that power is a question only
he can answer,

Q: If General Musharraf
becomes president with power
over prime milnisters, in that sce-
nario, would you then like to
become prime minister? .
A: No, I've been there before and
it is going to lead to more insta-

We have seen that
whenever there has
been a military dicta-
torship or a dictator-
ship... like & Mr
Nawas Sharif’s dicta-
torship we had the
whole Xargil episode.
When there is a dio-
tatorship there is the
danger of a conflict
erupting. Pakistan's
history proves that
conflicts have been
avoided only when
there is a democratic
government

present organisation functions
saying, ‘‘There is no account-
ability procedure to  ensure
that national interests are seen

process.”’

A thief’s status

ahavir Prasad, AICC

general secretary of -

Bihar affairs has
declared an all-out war against
RJD chief Laloo Prasad Yadav,
He wishes to break his party’s
relationship with the RJD in
Bihar. He was heard telling
Bihar Congress leaders that the
RJD chief should come to
receive him at the airport as
after all he is an AICC general
secretary and Laoo is mired in
scams, “Akhir ek chor kee hais-
siat kya hoti hai (What is the
status of a thief anyway)?” he

bility. If 1 can stop it I will sm%;t,,
If T am unable to stop it and they
think it will lead somewhere, Jet
them try it. | would rather be dis-
tant from a flawed system. M){
country needs my leadership,

am capable, 1 can tackle the
issues but T am unable to become
a pawn in the hands of others
who set the agenda because that
agenda has failed ever since |
was everthrown in 1996. A &if-
ferent agenda has been followed
but that agenda has failed to
deliver anything to Pakistan and
its people. 1 want to go back if {
can deliver something. If 1 can’t
deliver something, merely for the
exercising of power, no. 1 would
rather then wait out and see what
the next government does. 1 can
only speak for myself, Tho ARD
has to, of course, decide what it
wanis. Obviously the ARD is
very imporiant to all of us and §
want to keep my political sup-

porters and my political allies

ntact even if | disagree with
something. I doubt the ARD
would be happy to accept such a
position but ulumately they must
decide. For myself, I am unable

10 go back pretending there is &

democracy in the country and
setting myself up once again for

manufactured corruption

charges, for a media campaigh.
that demonises us to the extent’

that we are denied even the very
basic elements of a fair trial

because everyone has alwady:

been judge and jury and conclud-
o that we are demons,

JIve been there, done that, It
was ugly, the country guﬁ‘@mdi,;

wrned  bhankrupt, international
isolation, threats of terrorisin — .

not once but twice, 5o why go '

back for a third time? I would”

rather be there, able t0 pick up
the pieces when others realise the
mess it would create. So now I
am in a very difficult siwation
where everything, as far as I am
concerned, s undecided. The

date is undecided because if there -
is a good agitation then I go back,

1f there Jsn't then I am an election
issue, The eleetion itself 1s unde-
cided. What is decided is that I
can take part, which, before was
undecided. So that s the good

thing that it is decided that { can_

take part so they can't stop me, |
can take part even from prison,
But the problem is supposing I
win the elections from prison, do
I want to become Prime Minister
where there is an 8th amend-
ment?

Q: In case the agitation builds up
in Pakistan do you think the gen-
erals will do something in Kash-
mir to divert attention?

A: That {s always a danger. We’

have seen that whenever there
has been a military dictatorship
or indeed a dictatorship in Pak-
istan, not ijust a military dictator-
ship but llke during Mr Nawaz
Sharif's dictatorship we had the
whole Kargil episode.

So, whenever there is a dicta-
torship there is the danger of a

conflict erupting. Pakistan's his-

tory proves that the only time
conflicts have been avoided is
when there is a democratic gov-
ernment In the country. Even
what I did as a 1&opular and
demoacratic Prime Minister has
helped avert a full-fledged con-
flict. In my first term as Prime
Minister we established the hot-
lines between the military head-

guarters of India and Pakistan, |

And it is this hotline that has
helped preserve the peace at
times when it was most threat-
ened in the last decade,

B T0 BE CONCLUDED
TOMORROW

asked. The result of this speech
was, needless to say, shocked
silence from the Congress lead-
ers.

Target George

ho is responsible for

the onslaught against

Vincent George? No It
is not the RSS or anyone from
the coterle surrounding Prime
Minister Atal Beharl Vajpay-
ee, The man responsible is
K. Karunakaran, former Ker-
ala chief minister who has
publicly announced that he

would politically finish AICC {

gresldent Sonia Gandhi and
er secretary V. George in the
year 2001, He is the politician
who is supplying the material
against V. George In con-
nivance with Dr Subramanian
Swamy.




she, won't

Gen. Pervez Musharraf and Ms. Benazir Bhutto.

HERE IS never a dull moment in

this land that is supposedly under

the iron grip of military rule.

Virtually no week passes without an
event that triggers speculation of a
revolution round the corner. Call it the
height of optimism or anything else. But
that is the simple truth about Pakistan
which is experiencing its third spell of
military rule.

And no one would dare call it a passing
phase. After all, “the khakis”, as the Army is
referred to, have been at the helm for more
years than all the civilian leaders put
together. And yet society has not given up
hope. It sees a silver lining behind every
development. So there is nothing
extraordinary in the euphoria over the
recent Pakistan Supreme Court ruling
quashing the conviction by a lower court of
the former Prime Minister, Ms. Benazir
Bhutto, in a corruption case. There have
been commentaries galore on what it holds
for the future of the Pakistan.

The expectations have reached a fevetish
high. Will the lady who has been Prime
Minister twice choose to end her self-exile
and return home to confront the military?
How will the military react? Will the military
return to the barracks and hand back the
power it usurped in the bloodless coup in
October 19997 The speculations is endless.

It is necessary to recall the events of
December last year to highlight how fast the
mood changes in Pakistan. As the former
Prime Minister and supreme leader of the
Pakistan Muslim League (PML), Mr. Nawaz
Sharif, struck a deal with the military and
chose a safe exit to Saudi Arabia, few could
resist the temptation of jumping to the
conclusion that the military ruler, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, had emerged the
unquestioned king of Pakistan.

However, through its verdict in the case
against Ms. Bhutto, the Supreme Court is
perceived to have changed it all. But is it so?
An objective and dispassionate look at the

Will Benazir Bhutto end her
self-exile and return? How
will the military react? These
are questions, writes B.
Muralidhar Reddy, that are
exercising Pakistan society.

ground realities suggests that Ms. Bhutto
will require much more than a simple
reversal of the Lahore High Court judgment
to realise her dream of being Prime Minister
once again.

There are simply too many odds against
her. It is over five years since her departure
from office as Prime Minister and in this
time Pakistan has changed beyond
recognition. Whether she likes it or not, Ms.
Bhutto is at odds with virtually all those
who matter in Pakistani society. :

The all-powerful Army, the intelligence
agencies and the religious fundamentalists
not only do not trust her but almost detest
her. It can be argued that the situation was
not much different when she took over the
reins in 1986 and again in 1993. But the
difference is the influence of the security
agencies and the Mullahs has grown
enormously in the last few years.

There is a discernible anti-West
(particularly anti-U.S.) sentiment in Pakistan
in recent years among these elements and
Ms. Bhutto is seen as too close to the
Americans. The Army, the intelligence
agencies and the fundamentalists can never
tolerate Ms. Bhutto given her views on the
Taliban and to some extent even on
Kashmir. After all Afghanistan and Jehad in
Kashmir are the sheet-anchor of these
forces.

There is total convergence in the world
view of the military and the religious and
militant organisations based in Pakistan on
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she?

Taliban and Kashmir. And logic dictates that
anyone who differs with them has little
chance of capturing power. Even according
to Gen. Musharraf the strength of the
religious bigots in Pakistan is around one
per cent of the total population. This means
there are a mind-boggling 1.4 million
extremist elements.

Theoretically, it can be argued that 99 per
cent of Pakistan is on the side of Ms. :
Bhutto. But, alas, the majority is silent in
the face of gun-wielding extremists. The !
harsh reality is the former Prime Minister is:
no longer the darling of the masses
particularly after her two stints in power.
She has nothing spectacular to show for her
tenure between 1986-88 and again between :
1993-96, not certainly anything like the
impressions left behind by her illustrious
father (Zulfikar Ali Bhutto). The middle class
of Pakistan is no longer enamoured by her.
Ms. Bhutto can certainly take pride in the
fact that compared to any other political
party in the country, the PPP continues to
be the most well-oiled machinery despite
her absence from Pakistan since April 1999.
But such a prolonged absence from the field
has taken a toll on the capabilities of her
organisation.

The shrewd pohtman that she is, Ms.
Bhutto is fully conscious of the serious odds
she faces in realising her dream of getting
back in the saddle. Hence, the contradictory
statements. She is blowing hot and cold vis-
a-vis the military regime.

Ms. Bhutto has sent enough signals of her,
willingness to compromise with the military.
top brass. She knows that Gen. Musharraf
has come to stay and will not vacate the
chair easily. In an interview to a Pakistani
Urdu daily, Arisaf, Ms. Bhutto said she
would have no problem if Gen. Musharraf
were to take over as President of Pakistan. |,
In a previous interview she has been quoted
as saying she would any day prefer Gen.
Musharraf to Mr. Nawaz Sharif.

But the trouble for her is that Gen.
Musharraf is totally identified with the
policies of the military on the twin issues of
Afghanistan and Kashmir. In a lengthy
special write-up in an English daily, The
News, a day after her interview to the Urdu
daily, Ms. Bhutto virtually accused Gen.
Musharraf of paving the way for takeover by
fundamentalist forces in Pakistan. “Planned
first is the election of military ruler
Musharraf as President. Planned second is
to arm him with a formidable array of
weapons. These include dismissing a Prime :
Minister, as opposed to the Assembly,
according to his discretion. Given that five
assemblies were dismissed in the last 14
years, Pakistan can look forward to a repeat
of the past,” Ms. Bhutto said.

The next few weeks promise to be exciting
as Ms. Bhutto plans her strategy. That the
Musharraf Government will do everything in
its power to keep her away from domestic |,
turf is evident from the latest decision of a
British Court to hand over details of the
banks accounts of the Bhuttos. .
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/MQM chief accuses ISI o
fanning riots in Pakistan

London, April 10 Q(‘I\NQ y
ALTAF HUSSAIN, chief of Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement, has
blamed the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence for fomenting sectarian
violence in Pakistan through
“their hired assassins and so-
called religious leaders”.

Launching a scathing attack
on the ISI, Hussain said he was
firm in his conviction that “a
very organised and powerful
institution of the establishment,
that is the IS], is behind the con-
spiracy of rising sectarian vio-
lence in the country.”

“The ISI through their hired
assassins and so-called religious
scholars, carry out murders,
organise armed attacks on
mosques and imambaras, and
then put the blame on foreign
hands or the MQM,” Hussain,
who is in exile here, said in a mes-
sage to the scholars in Karachi.

Hussain, whose message was
quoted in the MQM website, said
“everyone is witness to the estab-
lishment of jihadi organisations
in Karachi and the open display
of arms by their members”.

In Geneva, MQM asked the UN
HR Commission to urgently
address the “systematic destruc-
tion” of Pakistani civil institu-
tions, warning that an “unstruc-
tured” Pakistan with nuclear

-

W
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Pak may open border to UN to skirt sanctions

PAKISTAN MAY ask for UN observers to be placed across its 2500-
km boundary with Afghanistan to oversee its compliance with UN
sanctions against Taliban for countering the joint moves by Russia
and France to press for similar sanctions against Islamabad for its
continued support to Afghanistan’s ruling militia.

As Pakistan diplomats, both in UN and several European capi-
tals, geared up to counter the Russian and French attempts to bring
about a UN Security Council resolution to impose sanctions against
Pakistan, sources here did not rule out Pakistan throwing open its

against Taliban on Friday.

Afghan border, the Durand line, for an effective UN supervision.
The Ruissian and French moves come ahead of the scheduled Secu-
rity Council review of the implementation of the UN sanctions

Pakistan has already stated on eve of the implementation of the
UN sanctions against Taliban, which came into effect on January
19, that it would fully enforce sanctions and asked for UN monitor-
ing mechanism to oversee the implementation.

PTI, Islamabad

capability would “not take a sec-
ond to push the nuclear button".

In a memorandum to the UN
body, MQM said unless UNHRC
took immediate note and add-
ressed this, “the day shall not be
far when every edifice on which
the Pakistani nation is based,
goes up in smoke in a manner not
dissimilar to the once towering
Bamiyan Buddhas”.

It warned that “an unstruc-
tured Pakistan with its nuclear
capability and the nuclear button

in the hands of religious extrem-
ists including the army, incensed
at the fervour of jihad, would not
take even a second to push the
nuclear button in desperation”.
The MQM sought urgent steps
to meet the situation saying “you
are aware of the potenptial conse-
quences of a collapsing Pakistan
or Pakistan in the clutches of the
extremist and radical forces,
whether civilian or military, who
are gaining strength.”
PT1
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..AND CONTINUITY!

Under Musharraf of course ¢/, ”

V\I1H ighth Amendment is back to resolve the problems
Pervez Musharraf is having with his tenure. At present,
he deri¥es all of his legitimacy from the Army as whose chief
he is due to retire in September. He had the option of having
his term as Army chief extended, but Musharraf, obviously,
has other things on his mind, namely a more durable career
as a politician. Musharraf has consulted with his civilian
advisors on “the sustainability and continuity of policies
being implemented now”, and the cabinet was “unanimously
of the view that all steps...should be considered strictly within
the limits of the Supreme Court decision”. One doesn’t see
how the question of sustainability and continuity can come up
if the Supreme Court decision is to be respected, since it
envisages handover of power to a civilian authority by
October next year. The meaning of this apparent
contradiction became clear a few days later: Article 58(2)(b) of
the Constitution, previously known as the Eighth
Amendment, which, before Nawaz Sharif had it removed,
authorised the President to dismiss an elected government
and dissolve the national assembly, is to be restored before
October 12, 2002.

If Musharraf wants to put in place a strong presidential
authority before the formal transition from army to civilian
rule, that probably means that he has himself in mind as the
future president of the country to ensure sustainability and
continuity. Theoretically, there should be no problem extend-
ing army rule beyond October 2002, even the Supreme Court
mandate can be taken care of — is there anyone left to stop
the Army from doing what it wants? But there are two
problems: first, Musharraf can't keep extending his term as
Army chief indefinitely, second, internationally, it would be
taken rather badly at a time when external debt takes up
95.9 per cent of Pakistan’s GDP and so much depends on the
IMF. There are other indications that Musharraf has pre-
sidential ambitions: there has been a crackdown on the Allia-
nce for the Restoration of Democracy, several prominént lead-
ers of principal parties in opposition, the PPP and the Awami
National Party, were detained. This is not the kind of gesture
one would expect from a genuine democrat, especially when
the military regime has shown so little spine in disarming the
Jjehadis. Musharraf knows where the immediate danger to his
continuing in power lies. On the other hand, the Pakistan
Muslim League has split and Musharraf is said to be talking
to Mian Mohammed Azhar, the leader of the splitting faction.
These are classic manoeuvres of a military dictator who has
long-term plans for himself, is"thinking about constitution
legitimacy and is on the lookout for suitable stooges.
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raft prosecutor warns
Benazir of arrest on return

©
Islamabad, Aprtl 9 fﬂ%

PAKISTAN'S SUPREME Court on
Monday started hearing petitions
by Opposition parties challenging
a controversial anti-corruption
law enforced by the military Gov-
ernment.

Former Prime Ministers Nawaz
Sharif and Benazir Bhutto are
key petitianers in the. case.
National Accountability Bureau
prosecutar-general, Raja Muham-
mad Bashir, meanwhile, warned
that ex-premier Benazir Bhutto
would be arrested on her return
to the country.

Pakistan’s military toppled
Sharif’s elected Government in a
bloodless coup in October 1999.
Soon afterwards, the Govern-
ment set up a National Account-
ability Bureau, giving it sweep-
ing powers to arrest, investigate
and try corrupt politicians and
industrialists.

“The accountability law is
unconstitutional and violates
fundamental rights,” Sharif’s
petition said.

The Bureau has recovered bii-
lions of rupees (millions of dol-
lars) worth stolen money and
convicted several former law-
makers and ministers.

But Opposition parties and
human rights groups criticise

Benazir Bhutto

the law for allowing officials to
jail anyone suspected of
corruption for 90 days without a
trial. Several businessmen have
been held for -months then
released because investigators
found no evidence of wrongdo-
ing.

Zafar Ali Shah, a lawyer for
Sharif, said the law gives massive
judicial powers to investigators,
who deny the accused a fair
chance to defend themselves.

A five-member bench of the
Supreme Court, headed by Chief
Justice Irshad Hasan Khan, will
hear arguments for several

THE HIND~

weeks before giving a verfi

Corruption is a major Jssute in
Pakistan, where four ilected
Governments have beer throw
out of power on such charges
since 1990. Bhutto and Sharif
were removed from power two
times each.

Benazir, who is on a self-
imposed exile and lives in Lon-
don and Saudi Arabia, last week
got a psychological boost when
the Supreme Court set aside a
Lahore High Court conviction
against the former premier and
her husband Asif Ali Zardari.

The apex court ordered a re-
trial of the corruption case
against the couple. Bhutto's Pak-
istan People’s, Party has since
been looking forward to her
return to the country.

“Benazir would be arrested on
her return as arrest warrants are
pending against her,” Bashir said
clarifying confusion prevailing
over her arrest in the light of the

Supreme Court verdict.

“We expect the detailed judge-
ment of the Supreme Court to be
issued in the next few days. In the
light of the short order, the case
will be referred to the High Court
first and later to the accountabil-
ity court. This may take a week
or ten days,” he said.

PTI/AP
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THE SUPREME COURT of Pakistan seems to
have raised hopes of a fair deal for that country’s
civilian leaders who are struggling under a mil-
itary rule. The apex court has set aside the verdict
delivered by a provincial bench against Ms. Be-
nazir Bhutto, a former Prime Minister for long in
exile, in a case of alleged corruption. Surely, the
latest verdict pertains to a case decided during a
democratic phase that preceded Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s coup of October 1999. Yet, the new
judgment, which calls for a retrial, will turn the
spotlight on the style and substance of the mil-
itary government’s prosecution of a twice-elect-
ed former Prime Minister. In one sense, Ms.
Bhutto, who faces several other cases of suspect-
ed corruption, may not be able to count on the
possibility of a new accommodation between the
civilian political elite and the present military re-
gime. Nor can she see in the judgment itself any
ray of hope that the military rule may end sooner
than later. From her perspective, such reasoning
has much to do with the plurality of pending
cases against her and the uncertainties of the
practices which the military regime’s prosecutors
may follow. However, Ms. Bhutto tends to see the
prospect of a positive new reality. In her view, the
verdict can be a signal that Pakistan’s judiciary
will not be cowed down by the military dictator-
ship which, in fact, had argued against her suc-
cessful appeal in the present case. It is in these
circumstances that Ms. Bhutto is now seeking the
mystique of a leader of democratic resurgence.
However, she knows that her political slate is not
clean, given the controversies that she had
stoked while in power despite her prime asset of
a certain charisma and ability to communicate
with the masses. There is, of course, little doubt
that she was undemocratically unseated twice in
the 1990s, even if the methods adopted were ar-
guably ‘copstitutional’ in scope.

at the Supreme Court has now overturn-
ed gertains to an Adverse verdict that an Ac-
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‘A RAY OF HOPE IN PAKISTAN?
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countability Bendh of the Lahore HZ& ourt had
passed against Ms. Bhutto and her hushand, Mr.
Asif Zardari, in 1999. The conviction was handed
down when her prime civilian adversary, Mr. Na-
waz Sharif, was still the Prime Minister with the
experience of having been dismissed once be-
fore. The Supreme Court has not yet spelt out its
reasoning. But the judgment itself was preceded
by much media speculation about the existence
of an audiotape in support of the allegations that
the trial court judges had received telephonic in-
structions from the Sharif administration to pun-
ish her. The argument in appeal was that the trial
court had sentenced her in a politically vitiated
atmosphere. Now, the Musharraf administration
is reported to have taken the line that such rec-
orded evidence does not really exist. This aspect
may be materially relevant to the retrial which
will take place under an accountability ordinance
promulgated by the military regime in 2000.

With Mr. Sharif having gone into exile last
December in circumstances that remain largely
unexplained, it is understandable that Ms. Bhut-
to should wrestle now with the temptation to
emerge as a resurgent votary of civilian rule. The
international community, led by the Common-
wealth, appears to have sustained the pressure
on Gen. Musharraf to restore democracy in Pa-
kistan. So, a cynical question in focus is whether
the military, which often prides itself as the mess-
iah of ‘stability’, can seek to co-exist with Ms.
Bhutto within the country’s current political
space. The notion of such coexistence is com-
pounded by the intrinsic contradiction between
Ms. Bhutto’s wish-list and Gen. Musharraf’s
choices. The question that the domestic cam-
paigners for the restoration of demaocracy in Pa-
kistan need to ponder is whether hotch-potch
alliances, such as the one now led by Mr. Nawab-
zada Nasrullah, can at all deliver the goods. It is

time for fresh thinking by Pakistan’s?y(ocracy

campaigners. P

y
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o Verdict against Benazir set aside

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 6. The Pakistan
Supreme Court today set aside
the verdict of a lower court
against the former Prime Minis-
ter, Ms. Benazir Bhutto, in a cor-
ruption case, and ordered a
retrial.

husband, Mr. Asif Zardari,
Ehtesab (Accountability)

case filed by the Nawaz Sharif
Government for alleged irregu-
larities in awarding a contract to
a firm in violation of rules.

Ms. Bhutto was accused of
awarding the contract for mone-
tary considerations and depos-
iting the commission in a Swiss
bank. Both Ms. Bhutto and her
husband were awarded five-year
imprisonment terms and a fine
of $8.3 million. Ms. Bhutto, who
was abroad when the lower
court pronounced its verdict,
has been in self-exile since then.
Her husband, charged in several
other cases, recently completed

: five years in jail.

“We accept the titled appeal
(by Ms. Bhutto), set aside the
judgment and order a retrial of
the case by a competent court,”

the apex court-said in its short
order. The reéasoning would be

A file photo of Ms. Benazir Bhutto, Pakistani Opposition leader,
with her husband Mr. Asif Zardari.

spelt out in detail later.

The military government un-
der Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
which fought hard in the Su-
preme Court seeking validation
of the lower court verdict against
Ms. Bhutto, said it would abide
by the order. However, the
Musharraf regime was at pains
to emphasise that there were

other cases against Ms. Bhutto
and that the “law would take its
own course”, if she returned to
the country. Predictably, there

L1 MR 2

return here from self-exile.

With Ms. Bhutto’s announce-
ment in London that she would
decide on her return after con-
sulting her party colleagues, the
military and the PPP appear
headed for a confrontation in
the coming days and weeks.

A special meeting of the PPP

executive committee is sched- |

uled for tomorrow to decide the
future course of action. A meet-
ing of the Alliance for Restora-
tion of Democracy (ARD),
umbrella organisation of 18-odd
parties, including PPP and Pa-
kistan Muslim League led by Mr.
Nawaz Sharif, is meeting in
Peshawar on April 8 to take stock
of the situation.

There were also indications
that the military government
would not allow Ms. Bhutto to
return in view of her being an
accused in several other cases
and a non-bailable warrant is-
sued by a lower court a few
weeks ago for her arrest is pend-
ing.

Lawyers for Ms. Bhutto said
the former Prime Minister had
obtained bail in all the four
cases including the dispropor-
tionate assets case. They, how-
ever, said a non-bailable

warrant against her was pending

in one case for non-appearance

in court. /
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i Islamabad, April 6: Pakistan on
Friday rejected a renewed Afghan
Opposition allegation that it was

giving,  military aid to
Afghanistan’s  ruling  Taliban
movement.

“There is no evidence to justify
such an allegation,” a Pakistan for-
eign ministry spokesman told
reporters about the charge made by
main -~ Opposition = commander
Ahmad Shah Masood at a news
conference in Paris on Wednésday.
Masoad, making a rare trip to the
West, accused Pakistan of aggres-
sion, which he said gave him “the
right to seek aid everywhere.”

The Pakistani spokesman, Riaz
Mohammad Khan, speaking at a

1,000 more
Afghans
come to Pak
daily: UN

Nations said on Friday that 1,000
Afghans were arriving each day at
camps in the western city of Herat
seeking food and shelter.

The office for the UN Coordina-
tor for Afghanistan said in a state-
ment that the situation in western
Afghanistan was deteriorating
with the approach of summer.

due to a combination of weather
and assistance to families in their
areas of origin, truckloads of fam-
ilies have again begun arriving in
the provincial capital,” the state-
ment said. Most of these Afghans
are fleeing drought, the worst in
30 years, and fighting between the
ruling Taliban and the Northern
Alliance Opposition.

The statement said the six UN-
run camps in Herat held a com-
bined 110,000 people, with 65,000
of those in Maslikh, the largest
camp and the only one that is
‘accepting new arrivals. It said san-
itary conditions, especially in
Maslakh, were poor. “As sunmmer
is approaching, the implication of
the lack of adequate sanitation for
public health are obvious, and the
World Health Organisation is seri-
ously concerned about the risk of
epidemics,” the statement said.
According to the United Nations,
some 800,000 Afghans have. left
their homes since early last year
because of factional fighting and.

drought. (Reuters) i

Islamabad, April 6: The United °

“While arrivals slowed in January, -

id Pakistan was
ith a UN Securi-
ty Council embargp on arms sup-
plies to Talibdn although it felt
“the one-side§ embargo will
encourage the (Qpposition) North-

" e Alliance to fush for a military

solution” of the Afghan conflict.
He said Pakistan, one of only
three countries which have recog-
nised the Taliban government,
along with Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates, wanted &

comprehensive  settlement  in
Afghanistan. The Taliban controls
more than 90 per cent  of
Afghanistan, but ousted President

Burhanuddin Rabbani, who heads.

the Opposition Alliance, still holds

L TR

the Afghan seat at the United

Nations. .

A second set of UN sanction$
ordered last December were main-
ly aimed at forcing the Taliban to
hand over Saudi dissident Osama
bin Laden for a US trial on the
charge of masterminding the 1998

bombing of two American
embassies in East Africa that killed
more than 200 people.

The sanctions included an arms
embargo that applied only to the
Taliban and not to its opponents
now holed up in northeastern
Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural

Organisation chief, Koichiro Mat-.

g pEVOUT: A Pakistani Shia Muslim whips himself with a chain

studded with knives during a Muharram procession in Rawalpindi

on Thursday to mourn theé:death of

Prophet Mohammed. (Reuters)

- Friday it was important to

Imam Hussain, the grandson of

- . |

suura, said on Friday that despite
their disregard for world opinion,
Afghanistan’s  ruling ~ Taliban
should not be isolated.

“We have to act within the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions, but we
should not isolate them excessive-
ly,” Mr Koichiro Matsuura told
reporters in Islamabad at the end of
two-day visit to neighbouring Pak-

‘istan. Mr Koichiro Matsuura said

the Taliban destroyed world-
famous Bamiyan Buddhas in defi-
ance of world appeals, but Unesco
“would like to continue engaging
them in dialogue” to preserve

historic pre-Islamic  fi
Afghanistan in future.
(Reuters,DPA) .

To protect
heritage, talks
with Taliban

amust: UN

By TABIR IKRAM

Islamabad, April 6: The United
Nations cultural agency said on
o the
Afghanistan’s  ruling ~Taliban
engaged in talks to preserve what-
ever remains of the war-ravaged
country’s cultural heritage.
Koichiro Matsuura, director gen-
eral of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation told a news confer-
ence that the dialogue was neces-
sary to perspade the Taliban-to
change its stance on statues. “It is
important for.us to persuade them
to. change their stance on pre-
Islamic statues,” he said. “There is
a need for a continued dialogue
and engagement with the Tal-
iban.” The Taliban last month said
it destroyed all pre-Islamic statues
in Afghanistan, despite an interna-
tional outcry and appeals to spare
two 'giant Buddha statues in
Bamiyan in central Afghanistan.
The two statues — described as
the = cultural  treasure  .of
Afghanistan — were hewn into a
cliff about 1,500 years ago and
towered 53 metres and 38 metres
before being blown up by the Tal-
iban last month. Mr Matsuura said
there .was no hope - the statues
could be restored but keeping line
of communications open with the
Taliban was crucial for any future
archaeological finds in
Afghanistan. (Reuters)
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'nmson TO GIVE SUCH AN INTERVIEW TO SOMEBODY FROM INmA.

t Benazir Bhutto, by
the way, has declared
victory in these elec-
tians.

A: (Laughs) She’s

' 1magmmg -She's imagining. She

is also having hallucinations I
think. Anyone can say ‘anything
because they are not on political
party basis. So, what kind of victo-
ry is she declaring? Every party is
declaring victory but we know the
ground realities... -

Q: And'what are they?
A: Certainly... well, I'll... OK let
me just say that....in fact, research
was carriéd out by an independent
group also: about 65 per cent of
the people elected have stood in
the elections for the first time. Out
of the nazims and the naib nazims, -
about 55 per cent, 50 to 55 per
cent,"have stood for the first time
and more than 35 to 40 per cent
ﬁcople have never, their families
ave never participated in elec-
tions. So, these people are, gener-
ally 1 would sy, to a large extent,
to quite an extent neutral. Now

. -they may shift towards some polit-
" jcal party
.but { can’t sdy which party...

or the other, certamly,

wouldu’t be able to comment on xt

8o, anyone who is saying this

doesn’t have the figures at ail. I
don’t know how she’s saying this.

‘ o: But the Jamaat is part of an .

ideology - which has a different
agenda for South Asia,. of whzch

_.Taliban is partof.

- A: Well, as 1 said, Pakistan is a

. inoderate - country... . Moderate,
lslamlc country and any extremist
.-views itn Pakistan, I'm very sure,

will not find support from the peo—
ple of Pakxstan :

. Q: Ta come towards. Talibim; the

Americans created the Taliban

" movement, didn’t they?

o A. The Taliban movement"

Q Yes, zf you take its genesis wtth—
in the Afghan wars; and then later
on encouraged it... Later on, of

.course, you tgok over that role.

A: (Laughs) No, 1.. I'm bemg

b very fealistic about whatever is

happening  there. I'm just being

... realfstic about the reality: there..]

LT

" guns,

Yot taken owahe roleiof amyie
y. 1 really wouldn’tbe ‘able &
cpmment on whether the Ameri-
ans launched the Taliban. I think
ey emerged within the dynamics
of Afghanistan, because they were
for years after the Soviet with-
drawal for... I don’t know how
many yeats Bow, for five or six
years... about five years, 1 think,

.there was internecine warfare.

Afghamstan was - divided. into
groups, into- regiéns, warlords
reigning supreme. They were
fighting among themselves. So, I

. think the amount ‘of suffering that

Afghanistan, the Afghans went
through, that gave rise to this
group of Taliban and they saw
unity and they got the support
from the people of Afghanistan
and they swept Afghanistan;

Q: It couldn’t have happened
without the weapons that the Pak-
istani Army suppitect

A: Let me again clarify this
thought that a lot of people have.
Nothing could be further from the
truth, Pakistan has a threat from
your country. (Laughs)

Q: I'thought it was the other way
around.

A:T'm very glad that one-third of
the (size of the Indlan) Army and
one-third of the force is threaten-
ing three times the force! I must
say Pm very glad, T'm flattered
that my Army being small and... is
thrcatenmg the Indian Army. :

Q: And sa'x times the barder. :

A: OK!'(Laughs) I take thatas a
compliment. But when we are

talking of Afghanistan, certainly

Pakistan is in-no position to assist -

Afghanistan - militarily. Now,

+ where do they get their arms, as
* you have said? Any military man

would know that if a country is

‘fighting a war thousands of miles
- away from its own area, they need
> to dump. The Soviets dumped

arms and ammunition there. In
such large quantity thatthose arms
and ammunition are (still there).
Which aircraft are the Taliban fly-
ing? Are they Pakistani aircraft?
Which tanks are they using? You
should see it on the television.
These are Russian tanks. These
%Russwn aircraft. They are
s. They are Russian aircraft,
tanks and guns. They are not Pak-
istani. Now, these, I know, that
there were these aircraft, tanks,
vehicles " in Afghanistan
when the Taliban took over. This’
came into their hands.
So, therefore, number one, the
dumped ammunition and equip-
ment of Russian origin left by the
Soviets, it is still there... it was in
such large quantities. Number
two, for 10 years the United States
supported the war against the

Soviets. Bllhons of dollars were
pumped in. They havé Stinger
missiles there. Stinger missiles
were given. How did the Russians

“finally get defeated? It was the

Stinger missiles which started
shooting down their aircraft. So,

where are those missiles? Where )

is- all this equipment? Billions of
dollars of equipment and ammuni-
tion, where is all that? It's in
Afghanistan. Now, thls is the sec-
ond area.

_ The third, the Northern Alhancc,

when the Taliban camie on to the
scene and they started their victo-

rious march forward, the Northern -

Alliance was being supported by
many countries, including India. It

still is. Now, I don’t want to name

the other countries. ‘
0: Itis easy to name India?
A: Yes, because they are.

(Laughs) Because they keep nam-
ing us, we keep naming them. It's
mutual. '

A
Q: Some countries are supp‘Q-ting
them...

' A: Some countries are supporting

the Northern Alliance. We know
who. All the arms and ammunition

_that have been going there, look at .

the speed at which the Taliban
operated and look 2t the speed at
Wthh they conquered...
arms and ammunition came to
them also. Let me- assure you, sir,
without any exaggeration, they
can sell us arms! They can sell
arms.and ammunition to Pakistah.
In fact, the proliferation of arms in
Pakistan - . is because  of
Afghanistan, because of the mas-
sive arms dumped in Afghanistan.
" They can go on for years and years
without any assistance from us.
All'the sanctions against them on
arms, I can assure you, will have
no meaning. We are not providing

them any arms and we will never +

previde them arms because we
don’t have them. We would like to
have our own stockpile. There are
sanctionson us and I don’t want to

disturb my economy, giving my .

arms and buying from elsewhere.
Certainly not!-So, this i$ absolute-
ly wrong. These are aspersions.
Anyone who thinks so, and may [

say that it’s ‘not (only) you, every-

oaa'thmks* thatwe are giving them

the armss 1 ¢an assure you this is

not the truth. DTS

0: General you would make an
excellent lawyer for the Pakistan
anned forces.

A: (Laughs)lthmk let me tell you
that in my whole life, if I-failed, 1
failed once! In my captain-to-
major examination in the law
paper. (Laughter) '

¢ They didn’t know your
strengths... We know the
position that you have
taken on thte Bamiyan
Buddhas and you can understand

that it’s an emotive issue in my.

country, as well. But I have heard
something and | wonder if you
would care to comment on it.
Nobody has found a rational rea-
son for why it should have been
done. I've heard that there was a

personal reason, Mullah Omar -

actually believed that if he did not

" destroy the ‘'statues; he would not

go to jannat as quickly. .
A: Well, T would certamly like to
say that we condemn (the destruc-
tion of the Bamiyan Buddhas). It
should not have been done. I tried
my best. With all my sincerity. I
was going off to the G-8 summit
in Cairo, but before that at the air-
port I caught people, I told them
go and tell them (the Taliban)
please not to do these things. And,
then when I came back, I.immedi-
ately sent'my interior mmlster So,

.So, therefore, the
reality is that these
- Taliban have to be
accepted as a reality,
irrespective of the
fact that we donot
accept their views
on religion, we do
not certainly accept
their backwardness,
their attitudes
against women... we
do not accept it.
My wife would be
really annoyed if I
started accepting
their views...

all that

the amount of
suffering that
ghanistan, the

gh, gave rise to
this group of Taliban

and they saw unity

and they got the sup-

port from the people -

of Afghanistan and

-they swept

Af tan.
Q: It couldn’t have

happened without the
‘weapons that the Pak

~ Army supplied.
A: Nothing could be
further from the

truth, Pakistan hasa |

threat from your
country.
QI thought it was the
other way around.
A: I'm very glad that
one-third of the (size
of the Indian) Army
and one-third of the
force is threatening
three times the force!
I must say I’m flat-
tered that my Army
is threatening the
Indian Army

Afghans went

I tried my best and I think it was a
very short-sighted and totally...

_ think it was a very wrong action.

They were already alienated, they

-stood alienated, they have been

further alienated by this act, the
Taliban. Why they did it? Yes they
did it for religious reasons... on
whatever their beliefs were.

$ There is a personal ele-
ment in this, as aMuslim.
[ am a Muslim. One of
the things that [ learnt
about  Islam was  that Islam
removed jehaalat (ignorance). Do
you see-what is happening in

Afghanistan as a return of jehaalat.

deéfeating Islam?

A: Yes, 1 think they are very, very
backward. 1 think their actions...
obviously, you being a Muslim,
they did .ot realise that the idols

-agaimst whom our Prophet moved:
‘was within the Khaana-e-Kabaa.:

Those idols had to be removed
from there and broken and all that.
But that didn’t mean that all idols
all around the world had to be bro-
ken. And we don’t believe in idol-
atry. That does not mean that we
need to be going around breaking
all idols. As long as we are not
worshipping idols, if others wor-
ship idols we shouldn’t be both-
ered. That's not anti-Islamic at all.
We should not be. So, it’s a mis-
representation of religion, certain-
ly, as you’would agree.

Q: Your Afghan policy over the
last 20 years, what has it resulted
in? Three of your biggest prob-
lems: refugees, drugs, arms... the
proliferation. Doesn’t anybody St
back to reconsider that it’s time
perhaps to take another look at
Afghan policy? .

A: No, certainly I am very con-
cerned. We are... we are the most
concerned party’ to whatever is
happening in Afghanistan because
we have a border with
Afghanistan. We want peace in
Afghanistan, certainly. But when
we look at... how to get peace is
the question. Is there any way to
bring peace in Afghanistan minus
Taliban? No, there is no way of
getting-peace. Taliban are control-
ling 95 per cent of Afghanistan,
they cannot be wished away. You
tell me and let anyone tell me that
what is the way that there is anoth-
er group which can come and take

- the place of Taliban? There is no

such group.

Second]y, even if the whole world
joins together and wishes away the
Taliban, removes them from the
scene,- what will happen in
Afghanistan? I"would like to ask
anybody. I am hundred per cent

“sure that we .will revert to 1989

when . Soviets went. Afghanistan
will again be divided into same
warlords, because nobody can

- contro} the whole of Afghanistan
at the moment. And, again the .

same fighting between the war-
lords. We'1l be back to square one.
So now, what-I would like to ask
you: How to bring peace? So,
therefore, the reality is that these
Taliban have to be accepted as a

reality, lrrcspectwe of the fact that |

we do nof accept their views on

.religion, we do not . certainly

accept their backwardness, their
attitudes against women... we do
not accept it. My :wife would be
really annoyed if I started accept—
ing their views.

| Q: And your children?
- A: Yes, my children-also. So, irre-

spective of that we have to accept
the reality and then maybe change
them, maybe change them from
within, maybe try to change them,

change thelr attitude from W1thm

Q: How many generattons of
Afghamstan must pay the price?

A: Well, I'm very sure that if this

attitude... if we bring peace into
Afghanistan, by dccepting their
realigfi... Because 1 see ‘there are
two Gptions open at the moment to
deal with, to bring a solution in
Afghams!an This is a ré:ahty, the
Taliban are a reality, they can’t be
wished away. So, my solutions are

.based on this - reality. Number

one... Option oné, as they call itin

- the mllltary option one is impose

sanctions on them, do not accept
them, put them against the wall,
force them to change. This is one.
And, then accept them. They must
change, force them to change and
then accept them. Number two:
Accept them! Accept them as a

reality, try to help:them it whateve:
er miseries they dre facihg in-

Afghanistan, and then force them

to change. Which option would -

one like to adopt? I think the sec-

things, accused of exporting their
brand of religion... religious
extremism. But I was ‘with the

Turkman President. Taliban have -

about a 650-700 kms border with
Turkmenistan. I asked the Presi-
dent: “Is there a problem on the
border? Are they exporting some
kind of extremism, religious
extremism?” He said, “No, none
at all”. There is no problem with
that. So why are we thinking that
they would - create problem for
Pakistan? No, they won’t, I don’t

_think so.

t There are a million
madrasa students in Pak-
istan. Is there a Taliban
rmy waiting in them in

the next 10-15 vears?
A: There are 10,000 madrasas in
Pakistan, with- maybe one million
Talibs.. Theimadrasas, letime tell
you, here iff Pakistan, and I'am

giving thi$ with full, knowledge, -

because I am concerned about
them and I am trying to evolve a

 §

Idon’t knowthe -

- definition of liberal. I
would like to call myself
a moderate. Moderate
and balanced. I believe in
the word balance.

It is very, very important
— balance in personahty,
balance in views,
balance in attitude and
balance in dealings

ond option is a better option,
because they don’t have anything
to lose. You impose sanctions, you
impose pressure on people, you
can gain from pressure when
somebody has to lose anything.
When somebody has nothing to
lose, what kind of pressure can
you put on them? This is a realistic
approach that 1 take of
Afghanistan. So, I think option

- two is the enly way to solve it.

: You've lost... 1 mean
your relations with Iran
have suffered because of
\fghanistan. Isn’t that a
{oss for you?
A: No, relations on Iran, let me
say, are far better now than they
were before. That I'm sure of. I'm
talking’ of my government and
with me. My relations, my gov-
ernment’s relations with Iran, my
relations with President Khatami
are far better than they were with
the previous government. So,
that’s... there’s no... that’s.not the
issue. There are, they have certain
views on Afghanistan, we have
these views. But I think our views
are more realistic, taking the reali-
ty on ground.

Q: How do you react to Prime
Minister Vajpayee’s ~pending visit
to Iran?

A: Well, it depends on Iran’s atti-
tude 'subsequent to the visit. We
certainly have our own relation-,
ship with Iran. If that relationship
changes with Mr Vajpayee’s visit,
that would be of concern to us. But
I do not think that should chanje.
Therefore, there is no problem.
It’s a visit by... these (India and
Iran) are two independent coun-
tries, they want to exchange visits
at the leadership level. We have no
problem

Q: Pakistan very naturally has an
agenda for a neighbour like

- Afghanistan. Does Taliban have

an agenda for Pakistan?
A: Idon’t think so. I don’t think so
atall. Taliban are accused of many

* humanitarian

—
‘strategy at the moment whichi I am

going to declare within a week or
two maybe, on what to do with
them, on their education. Now,
there is a plus side of the madrasa
and there is a negative side. The
plus side of all the madrasas, yast
majority, this is the biggest
activity,* welfare
activity, that any country in the
world can undertake. One million
people being fed and clothed and
given residence, board and lodge,
free board and lodge. One miltion
poor people given free board and
lodge. Where in the world is any-
one doing it? And the government
is not supporting them. Any NGO
doing . this? No, sir; nobody is
doing it. This is the positive side.

Now, the negative side: They are
being taught, given religious edu-
cation only. In most of them. But
there are a number of them which
also teach other subjects. There
are madrasas here, in Karachi,
Lahore, Multan, which are even
teaching computers. There are
computers... education on soft-
ware. But since the majority are
giving only religious teaching, we
need .to now see what to do about
them, about this. We need to
strengthen their positive side and
correct the negative side and that
is what we are addressing. And, I
am sure we will address this issue.
Let me also tell you that there is no

military training going on in' any .

madrasa. There maybe very, very
few where military training as
such is going on. This is another
very wrong perception -of - the
madrasas; unfortunately. That’s

mot happening. The keeping of

arms in madrasas is totally
banned. Even-a daggef, a person
with a dagger will be suspended
and rusticated. Whereas in col-
leges here, and I'm sure maybe in
India also, the situation is much
worse. This again is a wrong per-
ception of the madrasa.

Q: You wouldn't like to give me a
scoop and tell me what the strate-
gvwill be?

Q: You called your-
self a CEO. How did
you hit upon this
neat solution?

'A: (Laughs) There

‘was a reason... as
you have seen there
is no martial law (in
Pakistan), as such....
Q: Chief Executive
may be legitimate but

it’s not legal.,

- A: (Thinks) Yes!

Q: How will you go
about the process of
becoming legal?

- A: Well, legality has

been given tous by
the Supreme Court
decision... whatever
happened on October
12 has been validat-

. ed. In fact, I’'ve been

empowered to carry
‘out minimunwpossi-
ble amendments in
the Constitution and-
to administer the
'governance in the
interest of Pakistan,
in national interest.
So, I’ve been validat-
ed. So, it’s legal...

A: Yes, I would like to. What we
are doing is, we have formed a
curriculum, a syllabus which con-
tains all subjects because our con-
cern is at the moment... a religious

‘boy coming into theé madrasa

grows up, becomes a young man,

hk can only become a mullah in a

mosque. We want to change this.
We are giving all subjects, as
being taught in collekes and
schools, and we have asked them
to teach these subjects. We will

assist them in that. So that they are -

absorbed in the mainstream. So,
we will have a board to test therm.
So, it won’t be intrusive as such,
because they wouldn’t like that.

.We have spoken to the ulema,

most of them are in favour of this.
They like the idea. So they teach
this subject, they take our exami-
nation and they can go into any
other -college tike.any other npr-
mal persob If they go for seeking
a job, they,will--be-agirven a job.
That’s all. It'll take sotme time, but
tmg Is the strategy:

Q: You called yourself a CEO.
How did vou hit upon this neat
solmlon’

A: (Laughs) Yes, because... There
was a reason, we don’t want to...
as you have seen there is no mar-
tial law (in Pakistan), as such.

¢ You did not have Gen.
lel s option of being a
CMLA (Chief “Mgrtial
Law Administrator)

~ A: No, 1 had the option. Why did-

n’t I have the option? Certainly, I
had the option. I really debated it,
whether I should have this or not,
and through rational reasoning 1
came to the conclusion no, °1
should not be. Not because of any
other thing, but... I thought in the

" previous martial laws or anywhere

in the world the Army comes and
superimposes itself on the civil
structure. And when it goes, the

civil structure remains at. that

level. I thought the requirement is,
if at all we don’t want martial laws
in the future, we want to build this
civilian structure, we want demioc-

rdcy to floutish here, institutions_

to flourish here, we need to build
these institutions. So, let’s not get

over that. Let’s see them from the .
side and that is why I created this

monitoring system. There is a
monitoring system on ground run
by the Army. All over. So, all
institutions at the grassroots level
and every level are being watched.
They are being guided wherevet
required and they are bemg
watched. But they are not bemg
superimposed. They’re job is not
being taken over by the Army. So,
therefore, 1 thought I will not
impose» this CMLA and DMLA

and MLA and SMLA! No, no, let

the organisation function. That
was the idea and, therefore, I

‘thought F shouldn’t call myself
Chief Martial Law Administrator, .

And, therefore, somebody sug-
gested the best is Chief Executive
and that was that.

Q: Jhat’s very modern sounding,
slig{tly unusual... ,
A: 1 think, with hindsight, yes.

Q: Do you see your Cabinet as a
private segtor cabinet?

A: Yes, it is, certainly. It has very
dynamic people and I'm very
glad, ’'m very happy with™ the
functioning.- They are. very
dynamic people. They are prlvate

sector, generally.

Q: Chief Executive may be legiti-
mate but it’s not legal.
A: (Thinks) Yes!

| cricketer and I will

'Q: How wcll you. go about the
process of becoming legal?

A: Well, legality has been given to
us by the Supreme Court... in the
Supreme Court decision... what-

" ever happened on October 12

(when the Army took over) has

‘been validated. In fact, I've been

empowered to carry out minimum
possible amendments in the Con-
stitution and to administer the
governance in the interest of Pak-
istan, in national interest. So, I've

.been validgted really. So, it’s

legal.

. Q> Have y)’lou become a_politician

in these 18 months?
A: I don’t like to be a politician. I

-think I’m nof cut for it, I'm a sol- -

dier, I'd like to remain a
soldier. 'm too ‘honest, I think.
(Laughter)

$ So when will you bring

the dishonest politicians

back into the system?

: (Laughs) I... 1 hope

we will bring more hotest than
dishonest politicians. We are try-
ing our best. Certainly, we can't

change the total environment.
immediately but what I'm getting’

from the grassroot level is a better
feedback. And, then it’s the sys-
temn actually which corrupts more.
You put a correct system with
checks and balances with account-
ability, with monitoring, it will not

allow .people to be. corrupt. So,

when you  have ‘totally
unchecked... systems because ofa

design of corruption, you .don’t.

want checks because you want to

be corrupt, you want to loot and .
plunder. So, therefore, don’t have

any system! So, we will put sys-
tems in place which will prevent
corruption. But, certainly, I'm cer-
tainly not meaning that I'll be able
to eradicate corruption. That's a
far cry. ~

Q October is a big month, isn’t
it? October was the October Rev-
olution, coup, this October is your
retirement, you have already

‘announced that you are not going

to retire. And next October is
when the Supreme Court’s three
vears get over. Will you leave
office then?

A: I certainly would have to leave
officeof “the ~Chief Exgcutive.
There should be a ane Minister.

_Elected!

Q: But you’ll not leave power.

A: We are examining how to
ensure continuity and sustainabili-
ty of the restructuring and reform
that we are doing, how to ensure
the checks and balances that I'm
(talking about). Now, how, to go
about it and what. system will

. ensure all, this is the question.

And, I have to take a decxslon on
th]s

“Q: Is that a co)npltcated way of

saying that you will stay in power?
A: (Laughs) Uhhh... well.. T'll

take the decision when we weigh

all the pros and cons.

Q: Finally, I cannot remrn to
India without asking you one
question. If I don’t ask it, I'll prob-

ably be lynched by my friends. Do

you agree with this ban on cricket
between India and Pakistan?
A: It's a pity! It’s a pity that it is

‘banned. I really don’t know why

the Indians are doing this. -

Q: No, no, the ban has been
imposed by Pakistan. The lifetime
ban on cricket. What India has
done, I don’t agree with, which is
to not to play in Sharjah. But that
is only one tournament. The
response from Pakistan for not
playing in one tournament is never

The last time when
we had intvited the
Indian teamto
Lahore,when they
. didn’t come, let me
convey this through
you to the Indian
_public, I said if they
come, I will go there,
I wﬂl be there at that
match. I'would like
to meet every Indian

. trytousemy
influence on the
people not to be

against the Indians

this" (po

. Ar es...

to play at all. -

A: Well then, that decision... This
is pews. to me! It hasnit been
decided. 1t may be.a statement.
But I'will have to examine this. 1
certainly did voice my concern
because one says enough .is
enough. Now there were a number
of matches that we were supposed
to play and they (India) don’t want
to play. So why... OK, India is net
interested in playing us, let’s not
play them at all. We are not too
keen either if... if India thinks that
we are keen on playing them, we
can play others. Let’s not be under

any illusion that India is that -

important or that we are. consider-
ing playing with India that impor-
tant. I think Indian players. also,
I'm sure, think that playing with
us is equally important. They
make a lot of money. So do ours.
So'it’s unfortunate that the Indian
government ‘is acting against the
interests. of the Indian cricketers.
So, to that extent I think we have
shown so much restraint. I really
would like to urge the Prime Min-
ister (Mr Vajpayee) to go into this.
There was, by the:-way, if I'm

allowed... there was a polo tourna-
ment in India, the first time when
India didn’t play us, there were lot
of people who came to me to say
that we will not go. It was my
decision:  No, we will: go- there.
Let’s tell them that we should
play... g s should be kept outof
litics). And again, this
issue of sincerity on resolving of
issues... Where is the sincerity
when you are not even (playing a

‘ spon)" You re.creating moge ten-

sion, you've brought these differ-
ences into the games also, iuto the
sports arena: I.think we have alot
to learn from each other in cricket,
we can improve. The” last time
when e had invited the Indian
tearn- 'to . Lahore, . very : recently
when they didn’t come, let me tell
you and let me convey this
through you to the Indian ‘public.
also, I had thought... T had teld my
people... I said if they. come, I-will
go there, I will be there at that’
match. 1 would like to- meet every
Indian cricketer and 1 will try to
use my influence on the people nor
to be against the Indians. Let’s .
show them courtesy, let’s show
them we can support them if they

“Praya good e WE will buck

$hem up and Gheer’ thest up. I had
this intention in my mind that I'm
going to do that. But, unfortunate-
ly, they didn’t come. So, that got
scuttled. It’s a... I feel really sorry
that this kind of politics- has been
brought into sports.

Q: Before we start Kashmir talks,
will we start cricket talks?

Yes, cricket is separate
and one could any time start the
talks. There is no need of tatks.

Let’s start playing.

$ One last question. How
\would you like to be
described as an mdtwd-
wal?

(Ldughs) It's a difficult ques-
tion. 1 really... 1 would like to
be described as a (long pause) bal-
anced mdmdual An individual
who . believes . in seging reality
and (pause). looks more to the
future instead of the past. I think
that is my 1mpuls1ve reactlon
(Laughs)

0: And how would you like to be

" remembered as a political leader?

A: I'would like to be remembered
as a persof who has taken this

-country forward to new heights

which... where it deserves to.be. I
would like to be remembered as
having done something for this
country and moved it forward

o Somethmg also for the subcon—
tinent?

A: Certainly, I would like to. That
will-be a great bonus. But one
can’t clap with one hand Indian
a!smtance is reqdlred

Q: We began ‘with retirement
homes, let’s end there. Where
would you want to retire?
A: Where would I want to retire?
What do you mean where?

Q: I mean, Nawaz Sharif maybe
wants to retire in the London May-

Jair apanments ~
A: Pakistan, I'm a Pakistani all the

way: I’ll be in Pakistan, I'll live in

Pakistan, certainly. I love this

country. I have friends here. L... 1

certainly believe in friends... my

strength is my associations, my

friends. I will never go away from

Pakistan.

Q: And | holae you come for holi- .
days to India.
A: If you invite me. (Laughter)

Q: Thank you very very much?
A: Thank ydu! It was a pleasure. It
was the longest interview I think,

" but I think there is good reason to

give the longest interview to
somebody from India. Thank you
very mtuich.
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 Quixotic orde

It is a measure of the general apathy‘ all around that what -

seems to be a blatant reversal of Fundamental Rights as

enshrined by the Indian Constitution is being done so non-
chalantly and with ease. And still, no action has been, forth-
coming. Army authorities based in Jammu have put out a
shocking recruitment order, details of which were first given in
this newspaper a couple of days ago. This slams the door rather
abruptly shut in the face of Muslims and, for some reason, al§o,
“tradesmen,” for appointments that are to be made shortly® It
goes without saying that an official directive of this sort, which
in effect legitimises communal polarisation and which likewise
‘tries to play favourites as to which section of the people should
‘be preferred over the others, should have led to more than just
simple disquiet in an already troubled state. It is purely fortu-
itous that no real harm seems to have been done by this partic-

ularly quixotic order yet, and it can only be hoped that the same - }

state of affairs prevail, though there indeed are reports of com-
munal clashes in some other parts of the state. The two sets of
 disturbances are apparently not related. Be that as it may, at a
time when a new point-man has been appointed by New Delhi
and murmuyrs of a fresh new peace offensive through the good
offices of Dr Karan Singh has dow unfolded, the recruitment
order comes.as most astoundingly shocking. As reported in
these columns, the directive hasthe cheek to suggest, almost in
“as,many words, that the eventual selection of candidates.for a
given set of advertised posts is upto the discretion of the -
" recruitment authority in the field; the amazing order dees real-
time damage to the various realistic and many just futuristic
strides being projected in certain circles vis-a-vis a lasting solu-
tion in Kashmir. The Army. order may b€ specific, time-bound
_and in that context, it-will not undermine the undeniable secu-
lar fabric of one of the most uniquely muiti-cultural institutions
in the world: the Indian armed forces. But where was the need
“to ¢ome up with -a ridicilous proposal like this? An enquiry
_must be held -and those behind the mischief sho_\ﬁd..first-.be'
exposed and then made to undergo the kind of trew which
such downright “frivolous” decisions end up doing. The obvi-
-ous need-of the hour is to invest as much sincegity-into the
peace-drive as possible. Dt Karan Singh would also want a lib-
eral face to his. latest exertions. If Delhi takes him seriougly
" enough in his new role, it should try and clear up from the field-
“minor irritants and overzealous officialdom. ‘Mr Singh has
begun his new role on the right; polite noises. He is prepared to
talk to everybody, he says. So far, so good. But'the common
.people of the erstwhile riyasat he held will expect their former
maharajd not to act as a raja-of yore, but as a;democra,tlo.chﬂ-
itator more in tune with the reality of the day. He has the vision,
the cultural and aesthetic understanding to know how the
" imperatives have changed over the last sixty-odd-years. New
sense of commitment seems so high simply because the official
response to it is often so lackadaisical and so on. Let him pot try
and put the call back, but Dr Karan Singh should help rescind
this ridiculous and pernicious order which is bound to be made
use of (maybe, misuse-of) by pro-jefiadi elements who normal-
ly wait for such opportunities to come their way.
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: Yes, theyaye. The Hurriyét
leaders go fo the Pakistan

logue. o
A: OK! OK! Yes. But the

. issue now is... we say that any dialogue

on Kashmir should involye India, Pak-
istan and the -Kashmiris. You: can’t
resolve... you can’t take decisions on
Kashmir without involving the Kash-

“miris. The Indian stance has. been con- .
fused... May I? I am sorry to be using -

this word...

It’s your interview, General...
A: Now, initially, when the Hizbul
:Mujahideen declared a ceasefire some
months back, when was that, last year?

Q: Yes.

A: What was the response of the Indi-
ans? Their response was: Number one,
that this is the major freedom fighting
force and we.would like t6 talk to them.
So, one, they admitted that Hizbul
Mujahideen, which is an..indigenous
freedom fighting. group in Kashrir, is
the force. Admission that it is indige-
nous. Number two, they said that Pak-
istan is out of it. We will not talk to Pak-
istan. So6 they scuttled the whole thing.
Now; this time over,.they are saying

embassy, they have a dia-

NIUSHARRAF SPEAKS WitH M.J. |

- In the first part of bis interview with M.J. AKBAR, GEN. PERVEZ MUSHARRAF
while discussing the Lahore Declaration and Kargil, made it very clear that be
was willing to talk to India only if India was willing to talk Kashmir: be
. stressed that there could be no peace between the two neighbours unless the
- Kashmir dispute was solved. The transcript of the interview stopped yesterday

at the point where the proposed Hurriyat visit ta Pakistan was under
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" both sides we must act much more
* responsibly and we must not enter into a
conflict again. _
Q: [ read one report where the .CIA
. actually says that Pakistan’s nuclear
‘ability is better than India’s nuclear
“ability. | I :
A: I would hike to imagine so. (Laughs)
I'am actually very grateful to the CIA
report. 1 don’t know the facts. o

Q: And how grateful are you to China?

discussion. This second, and concluding, part picks up the thread from th%(_e._

PART I

A: Well! As much as maybe India is to
N o Russia. ‘

3

"Kargil. :
A: Well, it should have been a closed
-issue with Siachen also. There is no end
to it. It should have been a closed issue
when Indians... what they did in 1971 in
East Pakistan. Then it should have been
also... Let’s not go back into history. I
believe that now is the stage that we
need to look forward. Look ahead and
not (at) the past! If you want to remain in
“history, the past, the past is very bitter.
“We fought wars. We fought each other,
we have killed ecach other, that is the
past. And we’ll keep this bitter memory
alive if we keep talking of the past. Let
us- look to the future. Future can be
_brighter. And that’s what I'm trying to
.. say. That future can certainly be bright

they don’t want to talk to Kashmiris and*- for the people of India, for the people of

there are indications that-they want to
talk to us. What are ‘we, trying to- do?
There are three parties. Let’s be very
clear, let’s not be very:.clever on the
issue. There are three paities: Pakistan,
India and Kashmiris. Now when you try
to eliminate the Kashmiris, at {east-let
the APHC people’ come -here (to Pak-
‘istan). We have even gone to the

extent... OK! We could talk with Indi-

ans, even if the Kashmiris are not there,
here, let us at least tell lem that we are
not doing something behind their backs.
We (India and Pakistan) ‘will talk and
ultimately you (APHC) will be includ-
ed, that’s the way of nicely resolving the
Kashmir dispute. So, let’s put them at
ease that nothing is happening behind

-} their backs..So, let them come here.and

we’ll convince them about it. ;That is
If you want to remain in
history, the past, the past
is very bitter. We fought
wars. We fought each
other, we have killed

each other. And we’ll keep
this bitter memory

|alive if we keep talking of
‘{the past. Let’s build a

better future for the -
people of this region...

vthat’I fcel.

Q: There is certajnly a strong view in
the Indian government which would

. tend to agree with you on this. No gov-

ernient is a one-dimensional voice.

A: Yes and the more we delay, more the

problems. May I say: The window keeps
shutting gradually. And we revert to sta-
tus quo and"go back to wherever we
were. Unfortunately... if we don’t avail

_ of this opportunity.

Q: There is this magic word: Talks,
talks, talks. May I ask a very simple,
common sense question? What will you
talk about, what is your agenda?

A: Kashmir. And Kashmir only. Oh,
well! Let me correct myself, not Kash-
.mir only, Kashmir and all other issues.
But, as I said, Kashmir is the main.issue.

- All other issues are irritants. If India

wants to take them up simultaneously,

 we have no problems. We coild -take

them up simultaneously. But, if India
thinks that we should discuss all issues,
and not Kashmir, we are not into it. We
have to discuss Kashmir and also all
other issues. That’s what we need to dis-
cuss. " ,
Q: And 1ill that happens, there is no
hope of any progress on issues like the

‘visa regime or improving trade?

A: As 1 said, we have tried this over all
these- 50 years. The emergence of this
freedom fight is actually a result of the
frustrations of whdtever had been tried
before. Some governments come and
they try to address this (problem by say-
ing), “Let’s have relations, let’s open the
borders, let’s go into economic rela-

“tions”. Why have they failed? Why have

they not resulted in some progress on
closer relations between India and Pak-
istan? Why did this freedom struggle
start at all? Because. Kashmir is not
being addressed.-So unless we address
thie Kashmir issue, all other activity will
be futile. And I know that. That is why I
am very keen that we must understand
everything will remain futile. It has

" remained futile over the last 50 years, it

will continue to remain futile.

Q:-Do you see any hope in this year's
calendar, with Saarc on the agenda?
A: Well, 1 am glad you’ve opened this
issue. Saarc became a closed issu
because of India, again. :

Q: It became a closed issue because of

Pakistan, and the people of the region
+ because of the relationship between
- India and Pakistan. Let’s build a better
_ future for the people of this region and
"-the people of our respective countries.

And, that is what my aim is and in all

sincerity that is what I want to do. So,

therefore, let’s not talk of the past, let’s
look at the future. And when we do that,
let us realistically decide where is the
eroblem, Now if Tm.. L. 1 get yeally
anybody coming from India, I've met a
number of people, lot of people! I've
met the Indian ambassador, probably
youw’ll meet him and ask him... We sat
for half an hour or 40 minutes or 45 min-
utes, We talked of reduction of tension,
removing it, confidence building or

improving relations... After half.anhour: ..

or 35-4Q minutes I said, “Mr Ambas-
sador, you’ve worked very hard in
avoiding using the word Kashmiri even
once in this hour.” Now.this is our prob-
lem. This is what I see. Sincerity! Are
we wanting to resolve Kashmir or no?.
That is a simple. question I want to ask

the Government of India, Mr Vajpayee -

and the people of India. I want to ask
that. Do we see Kashmir as the main dis-
pute between India and Pakistan?
Do we see it as a dispute which rieeds to
be resolved for the sake of the future
of both the peoples or not? That is my
question. If we think ‘it is (the basic
issue). And it is! Nobody can deny
this fact. Let us be sincere, let’s talk of
Kashmir, let’s talk if we need.to resolve
this Kashmir dispute. And be flexible. 1
will bé flexible! We will be flexible!
Let India be flexible:on whatever they

want to do, on Kashmir. That’s the -

issue. :

: I will certainly take this i)oint,

on flexibility up but before that 1

want to* pin you down. Do you

think that Saarc is a medium or
-an.opportunity for the next stage of the

dialogue? _
A: Yes, I think so. I'm sorry I took you
back... It (Sagrc) was scuttled. OK!
Now... but... looking at the future let’s not
talk of the past. OK! Fine! Let’s not talk
of what Indians did on Saarc. Yes, I see
that if the Saarc summit is resumed and
we start interacting, there is certainly
a scope that maybe (this is) the place
where the dialogue could be initiated.
Certainly!

Q: Do you trust Mr Vajpay}e?‘

- A: T would like to tust him because I

-think... he is... because to me he looks a
person'who would like to resolve that dis-
pute. Maybe, I’m not very sure, but he did
give a statement which included his views
on Kashmir, the only time that he gave a
statement, a month or two pack...

Q: Are you talking of his’ year-end
thoughts? .

A: Yes. I think he is a person who maybe
wants to resolve ‘the dispute between
India and Pakistan. So, I would... T would
trust him! :

Q: Do you trust his party?
"4: No! (Laughter)

. the Kashmir problem. I wouldn’t like to

" Q: The people around him? *

A: No! I don’t have that kind of trust. I
think it’s the Prime Minister himself who
looks... the body language, his statements,
‘seem that he really wants to move ahead.
I would like to move ahead. I can, certain-
ly... I think I can certainly.

Q: To reach the middle ground of peace,
which l don't know if it’s going to come in

-our lifetimes or not, but to attempt to

reach that middle ground of peace, both
sides have to walk. How far are you ready
to walk, to change from your defined,
cominitted policy lines as defined today?
A: On Kashmir? You are also avoiding
the word Kashmir..

: No. Kashmir. Absolutely. That
is the issue we are discussing.
On Kashmir, to rephrase the
question, to what extent is Pak:
istan, under your leadership, ready to
change its committed policy lifes in an
effort to get peace with India?
A: Now, we are talking of the solution of

Q: When you took over
bower, you were called
a liberal. Was that an

advantageor a
‘ disadvantage?
A:It’s an advantage. It
depends on what angle
you are looking at, -
Pakistan environment
is misunderstood... We,
99 percentof
- Pakistanis, are |
moderate... It’s only
the one per cent which
are religious '
extremists, which is
equally applicable to
India. And it’s this one
per cent that holds the
99 per cent hostage

. Nawaz Sharif was doing on the bus diplo-

-} problem because we were not addsessing.

appears 'so but maybe, I don’t know, Q: Was, nat is. :
maybe wishful thinking... Maybe at the A: Maybe is. Maybe we are also was.
moment as the environment is in India, , :
as we read it, there is, I feel, there is a Q: Maybe? Or in reality?
gradual change in the attitudes of the A: In reality, yes we are. Was. (Laughs)
people of India and maybe also the... Was on both sides or is on both sides. Is
press and media in India towards abetter on the Indian side certainly. We know
relation between India and Pakistan. So, that the Russians are providing them
to that extent, I think with an initiation of (India) assistance even now; they have
dialogue between India and Pakistan... I said that. It’s aM in the open. )
think Mr Vajpayee has everything to Q: Well, there is a traditional question
gain. So, maybe the loss that he has suf- attached 1o this subject, of the CTBT: {
fered through the Tehelka issue gets cov-  think we need to get it over quickly wn{t
ered or reconciled or an improvement the traditional answers. Will you sign it
takes. place ‘if the process of dialogue if India doesn’t sign it?
starts. ’ ‘ - A: We have our own... I'm not really
relating it to India, frankly. We have our
Q: The last.time he started a process of own intcmql-dynamics. We are ‘address-
- dialogue with you he was under very 'ing certain issues, we are totally focused
severe political pressure. Before the on taking Pakistan forward, economical-
Lahore summit. ly, in governance, political restructuring,
A: With Pakistan you mean? Yes... poverty alleviation. I am focusing in these
areas and I don’t want to give a strategy at |
Q: BJP had lost the Assembly elections all. I am not really bothering about what.
in five states. . India is doing on CTBT. We have our
A: Yes... Well, there was a great pressure: own problems. We are dddressing the
also here in Pakistan against what Mr CTBT }ssue in relation to our problems.

: Which - means, -in simple

acy and all that. Well, as I said, the pres-
ure_here, I h - words, that if you think that you

sure here, 1 know, was because the issue )
of Kashmir was not being addressed and I need to end sanctions by sign-
don’t want to develop that kind of pres- ing CTBT, you will do so.

sure. I'm a realist, I don’t want to get A: No, it’s not such a simple issue. Of
involved in any euphoria or on improving  course it has internal repercussions. So
of relations without addressing the Kash- therefore, I have to consider the internal
mir dispute. Therefore, if we address the domestic repercussions. So, it’s not real-
Kashmir dispute, as far as I know, there lyan issue of sanctions vs CTBT sign-
will be no problem here. There was a” ing. It is an issue of domestic repercus-

siongs Whigh is:mugh mere serjpms than

the Kashmir.dispute when Nawaz Sharif , anything ¢lse. .
and Mr Vajpayee met. : PR e o

Ipay : Q: Qazi Hussain Ahmed of
Q: 1 know you will react, but isn’t part of .the Jamaat-e-Islami
addressing the Kashmir dispute also " actually calls you a
meags addressing this fact: that all the security risk. That’s a
jehadis, then parties and organisations, ' kin
indulge in, from gathering money to ac Strgin geto m:k"f
training to preaching violence to picking v cusation e
up and inspiring young people to go into against the chief of your
Kashmir and to perpetrate violence (are . government.
based here)? lsn’t it reasonable to A: He’s an unbalanced
te;cﬁf;% \;L;L;k( ‘)in Pakistan} to do something man. I don’t even

1S o : ] him

A: I think one has to be realistic. Wher- want to resPo:"d to r

ever, if you see in history, or if you look Q: And the American pressure?

around the world, wherever there is a  A: I don't think there. is much préssure.
freedqm struggle going on, wherever... Americans themselves, “their ‘govern-
whether it is Ireland, whether it is Sti  ment is against the CTBT. - :
Lanka, whether it is Kashmir, or any. .

place, or Palestine of course, there is Q: And this administration in particu-
always support from that community,. lar. ' .
that ethnic group, that nationality; from A: Yes.

all over the world. There is financial sup- oL )
port, there is moral support, there. is Q: When the first.comments were made
political support which comes to them. about you, when. you took over power,
“They look up to it. Their strength lies in  you were called a liberal. Was that an

comment on that. I would like to say that
there are a number of ways, as long ‘as
we, as I said, as long as we decide and we
show resolve on being flexible from our
stated positions, we can reach a conclu-
sion. So, now to define how far we
would like to go, we are talking of what
kind of solutiori js acceptable to us.’I
wouldn’t like to comment on that. Once
‘we start the process of dialogue, we will
then keep moving ahead and, as you

" said, we need to walk, we will keep

walking towards each other and reach
somewhere in the mid-ground or some
place. ' :

Q: Today’s position, by Pakistan, is that

- Kashmir should be a part of Pakistan.

Do you conceive of any change in that?

A: Well, the UN resolution... The Securi-
ty Council resolution on plebiscite. Now,
that is the Security Council position. As I

. said, one would like to show flexibility

once the process of dialogue starts.

Q: Do. you think that this Tehelka-
episode has weakened Prime Minister
Vajpayee and his government?” '

A: It appears so. I think you would be * istan must realise, and I'm sure they do

able to answer this question more, It

that. 'So, same is the issue in Kashmir. = advantage or a disadvantage? ;
There are Kashmiris on this side, there A: I would say it’s an advantage. It
. are Kashmiris all over the world, there depends on what angle you are looking
are ‘Kashmiris in United States, iri the at. Pakistan environment is misunder-
UK. So; therefore, this is a complete stood... abroad and in the West. We, 99
dynamic which is in operation. There isa  per cent of Pakistariis, are moderate... -
freedom struggle going on since 10 moderates. It's only the oné per cent
years. All the Kashmiris support this. So,  which are religious extremists, which is
this is the issue that gets involved, we are  equally . applicable to India. In
involved in this issue. " Pakistan, -everyone around hdereyis- a
: . moderate. And it’s’ unfortunaté that
: There’s a sense of helpless- these one per cent extremists hold the 99
ness, isn’t it? | mean, what per cent hostage. That is the problem,
comes first: violence or talks? “certainly. So, my being a moderate, I
Which is the chicken, which is wouldn’t call myself a liberal, I don’t
the egg? - , : really... I don’t-know -the definition of
A: No, it’s very clear. I think it's cer- liberal. I would ‘like to call myself a
tainly the chicken and that is the Kash- moderate. (Laughs) Moderate and bal-
mir dispute. And there is no question of anced. In everything that one does I
- any conditions. I'm afraid, as I said, the believe in the word balance. It is very,
conditions are on the other side also. I - very important — balance in personali-
(too) can lay down five conditions. =~ ty; balance in views, balance in attitude
, ) S and balance in dealings. So, I presume
Q: General, how much has the nucleari- yself and I try to be... maintain balance
sation of both defence establishments, in everything. T
materially altered the Indo-Pak equa- ' :
tion in the context of, the horror of, any
Juture war? o :
A: Maybe it has brought about a degree
of stability in that both India and Pak-

Q: And yet, on the other hand, Qazi
Hussain Ahmed of the Jamaat-e-Islami
actually calls you a security risk. That’s
a strange kind of accusation to make
against the chief of your government.

A: He's an unbalanced man. That is my

Q: I'read one report where
the CIA actually says that
Pakistan’s nuclear ability
|is better than India’s ‘
nuclear ability.

A:Iwould like to imagine
80. (Laughs) I am actually
very grateful to the CIA
report. I don’t know the
facts.

Q: And how grateful are
You to China?

A: Well! As much as

‘A: Inreality, yes we are.

maybe India is to Russia.
Q: Was, notis;.

A: Maybe isf%(aybe we are
also was.

@Q: Maybe? Or in reality ?

Was. (Laughs) Was on
both sides or is on both
sides. Is on the Indian side
certainly. We know that
the Russians are
providing them (India)
assistance even now...

realise, that with nuclear capability on
~ comment. I don’t even want to respond

Q: Do you trust Mr “to him.
Kai‘;:g:f: like to trust o Buf hé‘ hedds an imporiant political
him because I think...he | /./g/yqu couniry. - |

A: Well. I know the local government
elections have taken place mnow.
Although it’s on_a non-party basis but
-there are certain... people have their own

is... because to me he looks
a person who would like to |
resolve that dispute... His

body language, his , affiliations. 1 don’t think - anybody...
statements, seem that he - | there is a minimal, minimal support of
all ’ t’ & the people who. have emerged victori-
really wants to move ) ous, there’s hardly... Not even one per .
ahead. I would like to - cent of them have religious backing.
move ahead. I can, ‘ ' .
certainly... Q: Have Jamaat backing?

A: Jamaat and other religious backing.




. Bhutto, whose conviction in a cor-

“insist that the arrest warrants relate

_sions, a person could be jailed for

Islamabad, April 7: The return of
former Pring¢ Minister Benazir

ruption case has been set aside and
a fresh trial ordered by the
Supreme Court, to Pakistan could
be delayed due to threats of her
arrest in other pending cases. ’
Prosecutor general of National
Accountability = Bureau Raja
Bashir said Ms Bhutto could be
irrested if she returned as still
sight cases of corruption and mis-
1se of power were pending against
ner. He said she could also be
arrested on the basis of pending
warrants against her.
Though Ms Bhutto's lawyers

to her failure to be present in the
courts in response to summons,
Mr Bashir said under nab provi-

three years for failure to appear in
the court. E

Pakistan Supreme Court on fri-
day set aside Ms Bhutto and her
husband Asif Ali Zardari’s con-
viction in corruption cases and
ordered a retrial. Though Ms Bhut- : :
torherself said in her reaction fro L i i ‘ - v
EcsTATIC: Supporters of former Pakistan Prime Minister Benezir Bhutto celebiyaf folfowilhg the @ecilio

London that she wanted to i .

diately return to Pakistan, /Mr of the Supreme Court in Lahore on Friday. The couxt ordered a new trial into corfuption charges against
Bashir said. (PT]) Ms Bhutto, suspending an earlier conviction and a five-year jail sentence. (AP) o
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Benazir’s

retrial /"
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA _'l &

ISLAMABAD, April 6.
Pakistan Su- Pz
preme Court [
today set aside 34
a Lahore High
Court order
convicting for- §
mer Prime Mi- |
nister Mrs Be-
nazir Bbutto
and her hus-
band on cor-
ruptiocn Benazr Bhutto
charges and

ordered a fresh trial.

“The case needs retrial,” a
seven-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court, which heard an
appeal from Mra Bhutto and
her husband Mr Asif Ali Zar-
dari, said.

Mrs Bhutto and Mr Zardari
were first convicted by an an-
ti-corruption court in April
1999. A subsequent judge-
ment by the Lahore High
Court confirmed the convic-
tion by the lower court, sen-
tencing them to a five-year
prison term and a fine of $8.3
millicn.

Mrs Bhutto, who is on a self-
imposed exile, appealed to the
Supreme Court against the
High Court ruling questioning
its credibility.

She alleged that the judge-
ment was politically motivated
saying officials in the regime
of her arch rival and then
Prime Minister Mr Nawaz
Sharif were closely associated
with the trial proceedings.
Mrs Bhutto was thrown out
of power in November 1996
on corruption charges by the
then President Mr Farooq Le-
ghari.

THE STATESMAN



“PML may f
govi led

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA Q{

ISLAMABAD, April 5. — The
re-organised Pakistan Muslim
League, enjoying majority in
the assemblies may form an in-
terim government in the coun-
try with General Pervez Mush-
arraf as its Preswdent, party
sources said here.

In a move to get rid of Mr Na-
waz Sharif, PML members held
an election through the general
council meeting and elected Mi-
an Azhar as the party chief.
Mr Sharif's supporters alleged
that the election was organised
at the behest of the military
government.

Considered as sober afd influ-
ential, Mr Azhar’s candidature
was supported by majority of
the PML members. “He is an
ideal choice for the Prime Minis-

‘past.

ter’s post,” they R
said. ;
A mediocre politi-
cian, Mian Azhar
is acceptable to the ,
army and will not |
pose any problem ;
to them. He has!
twice met the chief |
executive in the,

The military rul-
er has again deci-
ded to start his
meetings with the
politicians and is,
expected to meet Mian Azhar
soon.

Interestingly, most of the poli-
ticians are opposed to the coun-
try reverting again to the pres-
idential system. °

The fate of the proposal would
be decided when the chief exec-

General Pervez Musharraf

A

7 utive brings an
l amendment in the
1 1973 constitution

Musharraf hints :
Gen  Musharraf

]
! has hinted of be-
| coming the Presi-
, T{ dent after the expi-
iry of a deadline
] given by the Su-
u preme Court for re-
storation of democ-
racy in the country.
“The government
was examining all
aspects of my be-
coming the President in 2002,”
he told a Karachi-based Eng-
lish periodical.

The Supreme Court has set 12
October 2002 as the deadline
for holding elections in the
country.
The mlhtary ruler sald his

e L

&b on it

-4
- W

orm interim
y Muslurraf ;

presence as the Pre51dent was
essential to provide continuity :
and safeguard the actions tak-
en by the government.

“A civil rule, with checks and
balances will definitely come

!
1

back so that whatever has been :
done is not undone,” he added.
The chief executive said a well- .
organised institution dealing .
with the problems and crisis
confronting the nation would !

be established, in which the ar-
my will also play its role.

“The army has always played !

a conciliatory role in the na-
tional crisis and institutions
like the national security coun-
¢il should also contribute
equally,” he said.

The power would be transferred
o any party that wins elections,

including the PML or the P
stan People s Party he ‘



/
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n a major policy shift, the govern-

ment of General Pervez Musharraf

hasfinally moved to rein in the jihadi

organizations and radical religious
groups who have defied the government
writ in pursuit of their goals -- the libera-
tion of Kashmir through an armed strug-
gle and enforcement of their brand of
Islam in the country.

It has been a difficult decision prompt-
ed more by compulsions than by choice.
The jihadi organizations have certainly
given both substance and bite to the move-
ment in Kashmir. It is now largely accept-
ed that it was the ferocity of this move-
ment for freedom that frustrated India’s
decision to go for amilitary solution. India
was ultimately forced to look for some
kind of a negotiated settlement to the prob-
lem which assumed an altogether differ-
ent dimension after the two arch rivals in
south Asia acquired nuclear status in May
1998.

For Pakistan, the political cost of the ji-
hadi activities has been enormous, partic-
ularly in terms of loss of image. It earned
the country the ignominious distinction of
being a supporter of terrorism, something
unacceptable to the international commu-
nity today. Musharraf, in a recent inter-
view with a famous international news
magazine, has claimed that 90 per cent
Pakistanis are progressive and liberal
minded and that his country has been
greatly misunderstood. But with gun-tot-
ing jihadi activists — commonly knows as
the mujahids —surfacing everywhere, the
general’s voice was seen to carry little
weight.

To act or not to act against the jihadis
had become a big dilemma for Islamabad.
Alarmingly, in the process, the country
was fast running out of options. On the one
hand, the International Monetary Fund
assistance was Pakistan’s only hope to
avoid default and bankruptcy. On the
other, breaking the stalemate on Kashmir
had become equally important to make
the illusive new beginning. Both required
repairing the country’s distorted image.
In other words, Musharraf’s government
had to do some cleansing up operation at
home.

This had become necessary for another
compelling reason as well. Some of the ji-
hadi and religious organizations had
begun to threaten the government and dic-
tate terms to it. The situation had the po-
tential of developing into a civil strife in
the coming days.

Initially, the Pakistan government
gave the impression that it would not hesi-
tate to crack down on the jihadi organiza-
tions. At least this was apparent from the
statement of Pakistan’s interior minister,
Moinuddin Haider. After a high level
meeting in Karachi on February 12, 2001 ,
Haider announced that no one will be al-
lowed to display arms, whether he belongs
to a jihadi or a religious group, or force
people to give donations for the purchase
of weapons in the name of jihad. He added
that the government was thereby giving
clear orders to the police to stop people
from displaying arms. The police were to
first warn these men, and if they did not
listen, to shoot them.

he interior minister is however
T known for his rhetorics and for

being ineffectual. He used similar
high sounding words while launching the
much publicized deweaponization drive.
Pakistan still remains infested with all
sorts of sophisticated weapons. The 15-
month performance of the present govern-
ment has in fact been a disappointment in
sorting out these problem areas. One in-

The Pakistan government has decided to rein
the jihadis. But the actual job may prove to be far

more difficult, writes Khalid Akhtar

stance has been its embarrassing and infa-
mous retreat on the issue of amending the
procedure of registration of first informa-
tion reports in blasphemy cases. This had
been initiated with a view to check the
misuse of the provision by religious big-
ots. The incident has prompted specula-
tions on the government’s efficacy in lim-
iting the activities of powerful jihadi and
religious groups.

However, according to reports, the in-
terior ministry this time has worked out a
comprehensive plan which would prevent
jihadis and religious parties from display-
ing arms, collecting funds, wearing fa-
tigues, distributing literature to propa-
gate the idea of jihad ot sectarianism and
subject these elements to audits. The inte-
rior ministry, it is supposed, will soon call
the leaders of the groups and parties to
sign this code of conduct and give their
word to abide by it.

Spoilt children of’ {hé revolution

The jihadis have reacted sharply to
some of the provisions of this plan, partic-
ularly to those relating to jihad and activi-
ties concerning it. They have described
the regulations as un-Islamic. A sharp di-
vide between the government and the jiha-
di leaders was the only outcome of a semi-
nar held in Islamabad recently to find a
workable solution to the issue.

Syed Salahuddin, chief of the Hizbul
Mujahedin, the biggest jihadi group,
asked the government to carry on the free-
dom struggle till the liberation of Kashmir
and reiterated his commitment to contin-
ue the jihad till Kashmir was freed. Hafiz
Saeed of Lashkar-e-Toiba — another
major jihadi group whose fighters
stormed the Red Fort in Delhi last Repub-
lic Day in India — said he believed that the
Jihad-e-Kashmir is the only guarantee for
the security of Pakistan.

Some observers have described these

&It is generally feit that the Pakistan government does
not lack the resources or the capacity to impose
the necessary discipline on the jihadis, if it only remains
resolute. However, it is the iron will that has always
been absent, until perhaps now?

e whip crack hard enou gh’!
3\

differences between the government and
the jihadis as ominous. However, it is gen-
erally felt that the Pakistan government
does possess the resources and capacity to
impose the required discipline on the jiha-
di groups and religious parties if it re-
mains resolute. However, it is this iron
will that has been absent always, until
perhaps now.

based in Muzaffarabad have been

asked to close their offices. A Pak-
istani official has described the measure
as purely an administrative one, main-
taining that there has been no shift in Pak-
istan’s policy and that “jihad or the strug-
gle of the Kashmiris should and will con-
tinue”. It is difficult to believe in the state-
ments or clarifications put forward by
government officials as more often than
not these are meant for public consump-
tion only.

From the Eighties, there has been a
phenomenal increase in the number of ji-
hadi groups and madrassas which have
served as nurseries for producing zealots
to fight for the Kashmir cause. It is esti-
mated that only 4,350 out of over 40,000
madrassas in Pakistan have been regis-
tered with the government. It would re-
quire both time and herculean efforts to
bring all these institutions under govern-
ment purview. According to a survey done
in 1993, 800 religious students from 700 reg-
istered madrassas in the Punjab were
wanted by the police on various counts.
This gives an idea of the lack of discipline
in these institutions.

There are no two opinions on the fact
that over the years, the jihadi parties have
attained strength and gained acceptability
in important quarters. On the very first
Friday after the interior minister’s strong
warning against collection of jihad funds,
several imams during the Friday prayers
made an appeal for the same and most of
the faithfuls readily came out with dona-
tions. Flouting the government writ or di-
rective is nothing new with the jihadis.

The religious parties — which do not
have much electoral strength, but have a
menacing street power — consider the ji-
hadi groups as one among them. This feel-
ings of fraternity makes things more diffi-
cult for the government. To roll back the
jihadi groups now is an enormous
challenge.

While the Pakistan government treads
this tricky path it must keep in mind the
situation in Bangladesh. There the opposi-
tion has paralysed the country by strikes
and violence in protest against a high
court verdict which put a ban on certain
Sfatwas or Islamic edicts which could sub-
ject women to torture for violating Islamic
laws and prevent them from mixing and
working with men. The force of religion in
any Islamic society can hardly be underes-
timated. The situation is particularly wor-
risome in Pakistan as institutions here
have lost their utility.

To begin with, four jihadi groups

ties have already succeeded in keep-

ing the Pakistan government on
tenterhooks, at times even paralysing it.
They have threatened to create a state
within the state and given ultimatums to
march for the enforcement of the sharia.
They have gone on rampage, uprooting
cable television wires and warning
against the evil of TV, and established
their own courts to dispense justice ac-
cording to Islamic tenets in the tribal belt
of the North West Frontier Pr
Musharraf should remember#at this is
only the beginning.

T he jihadi groups and religious par-
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! sweeping Pakistan,

NEW DELHI, APR. 2.

ith the threat of Talibanisation
he country has been faced with
another major challenge — that of rising sectarian
violence, which had seen scores of people being
killed in different parts of the country in the past few
weeks. At least 100 persons, both Shias and Sunnis,
have been killed in the growing sectarian violence

. since February. Compare this with toll figures in local

media reports during the past decade. While 22 peo-
ple were killed in sectarian clashes between 1987 and

{1989, 32 fell victimn in 1990. This was followed by 47 in
. 1991, 58 in 1992, 39 in 1993 and 73 in 1994.

“Today the Frankenstein of sectarian violence has
reached alarming heights. It is threatening the social
fabric in Pakistan, dividing the society on sectarian
lines. With youth becoming fodder of this violence
for the last 15 years, time has come to take on the

: challenge because this madness has to be stopped,”
. wrote a columnist in the Pakistani daily The News
* International.

A portal, ‘paknews.com’, in an article said, “The
killing of Shias is not random but it is actually ex-

* tremely well- planned. The targets are very carefully
. selected and the attackers are true professionals, who
i rarely miss. The aim is to eliminate Shias from deci-

sion-making level in Pakistan and force them to be-
come second-class citizens in their own country.”
Reports say that the sectarian violence was prompted
against the Shias by Sipah-e-Sahaba and its military
wing Lashkar-e-Janghvi, which is based in Afghan-
istan where it has set up military camps to train poor
and uneducated youths to kill Shias in Pakistan, ac-
cording to paknews.com.

“Instead of uniting the nation, the mullahs have

R St
n

akistan facing serious -
sectarian trouble’

divided the country into more than 80 sects, fighting
one another with lethal weapons. This is Muslim kill-
ing Muslim in the name of Islam,” wrote another
columnist in an article in Dawn. “We are doing ex-
actly as the Christian clergy led their followers to do
through the dark ages of Europe. The fundamental-
ists know no compassion, no pity.”

Noted Pakistani scribe, Mr. Najam Sethi, warned in
an editorial: “Today, at least three Shia-majority ci-
ties — Parachinar, Gilgit and Jhan — are in a perma-
nent state of siege while even Karachi, once a
sparkling cosmopolitan city, is acutely vulnerable to
the sectarian menace.”

Coupled with this is the threat of Talibanisation,
where fundamentalists have now come out openly in
support of the demolition of the Bamiyan Buddhas
despite international outrage. Jaish-e-Muham-
mad, a weekly magazine floated by the outfit of Mau-
lana Masood Azhar who was released by India to end
the hijacking of an Indian aitlines plane to Khanda-
har, defended the demolition, saying these had “kept
the people away from the love of Allah” and it would
act as a warning to “idol- worshipping nations”.

But Mr. Sethi expressed fears that Islamabad
“could be further isolated as moderate Muslim na-
tions scramble to evade the fallout of Taliban’s extre-
mist version of Islam that borders international
terrorism”. He accused Islamabad of having “turned
a blind eye or condoned their other retrogressive ac-
tions’’ and said, ‘‘The Taliban blowback in the form
of sectarian and Jehadi-inspired violence continues
to exact a heavy toll on civil society in Pakistan. Now
it is threatening to push us into the eye of an in-
ternational storm.” — PTI
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Musharraf to push for,
more presidential poweé

Bf,\\

& A}
PAKISTAN’S MILITARY ruler
Gen Pervez Musharraf has
decided to bring in a controver-
sial constitutional amendment
empowering the country’s presi-
dent to dismiss an elected Gov-
ernment and dissolve Parlia-
ment, reports said here today.

Musharraf gave a broad out-
line in this regard to two legal

' experts during a Cabinet meet-
ing, The Dawn daily said.

“The amendments are defi-
nitely coming but not in near
future, may be few months
before october 12, 2002,” it quoted
sources as saying.

October 2002 is the deadline set
py the Supreme Court for
Musharraf’s Government to hold
elections.

The restoration of article
58(2)(b) of Pakistan’s Constitu-
tion is bound to raise a politital
controversy as the same article
was voted out in 1998 during the

Islamabad, April 1

regime of deposed Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif as presidents
in the past had used it to dismiss
elected governments.

The amendment currently
being contemplated includes
empowering the president with
several powers, which would be
executed in consultation with the
proposed seven-member Natjon-
al Security Council (NSC), con-
sisting of Pakistan’s service
chiefs and civilian officials.

The proposed amendment
would also empower the presi-
dent to appoint service chiefs,
which the newspaper said was
being done to restore balance of
power. These powers were trans-
ferred to the Prime Minister
through the 13th amendment
during Sharif’s prime minister-
ghip. The military regime last
week denied reports that it plans
o change the constitution, which
have generated concern that it is
seeking to cement its place in
power.

An official statement said
media reports of the Cabinet
debate on the 1973 Constitution,
suspended after the 1999 military
coup, were premature and specu-
lative. .

The speculation over constitu-
tional amendments increased
after Musharraf last week made
it clear that he had no plans to
retire as chief of the army in
October this year. PT1
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_Pakistanis are not
enthused by local
W\ govt. elections "

»

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBAI: Pakistan’s military
General
@ P e 1r voez
Musharraf  has
expressed satis-
faction with the
B progress of the
§ ongoing  local

e W covernment elec-
Y tions in the coun-
RN B (ry However, this
Gen.Musharmaf assertion
notwithstdnding, the government
doesn’yhave much to cheer about.
Despite the regime’s éfforts to
widén the powers of the local
cofincils and reserve a third of the
eats for women, the size of the
turnout of voters so far does not
suggest much public enthusiasm
for the new con-
stitutional  dis-

pensation. . . 2002, as required
Besides, the gov- The reiteration by by the Pakistan
ernment has General Musharraf of supreme court,

failed in its
attempt to keep
the traditional

political ~ estab- par]iamentary and hinge on such fac-
lishment out of TERg - tors as the pres-
the process by P rovincial elections by sure of public
organising  the October 2002, as opinion, the state
polls on a strictly required by the Pakistan of the economy

non-party basis.
Many  parties
have sought to
circumvent  this
ban by simply putting up dummy
candidates.

More important, the authorities
seem to have to take the challenge
posed by the multi-party Alliance
for the Restoration of Democracy
more seriously than they did
before. The alliance has been
emboldened to step up its criticism
of the military leadership as a
result of the growing problems on
the economic front, the sustained
international pressure on the

NEWS ANALYSIS

his government’s
intention to hold

supreme court, cannot
be taken at face value
MRS

Musharraf regime, the unresolved
issue of law and order and the
inability of the government to
deliver on its promise to tackle cor-
ruption effectively.

The military government can be
expected to continue to pursue a
two-pronged strategy in its deal-
ings with the Alliance for the
Restoration of Democracy. First, it
will use its control over the levers
of power to prevent political par-
ties from holding public rallies and
demonstrations. Second, it will
seek to play upon the differences
between the various parties in the
alliance in an attempt to under-
mine their effectiveness.

The reiteration by Gener
Musharraf of his government’s
intention to hold parliamentary and
provincial elec-
tions by October

cannot be taken
at face value. A
great deal will

and the degree to
which the
Alliance for the
Restoration  of
Democracy is able to hold together.

Besides, there are certain issues |
which will have to be addressed
before any return to democracy
can take place— questions which
could well prove contentious.
These include changes in the pow-
ers of the national and provincial
assemblies in light of the enhanced
functions of the local councils, the
basis on which the elections are to
be held and the institutional role of
the armed forces.
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Pak nuclear body
carries out full »
review of securit

Islamabad, March 30: The body
that controls Pakistan's nuclear

~ weapons discussed national securi-
ty at its first meeting after a recent
overhaul of the country’s nuclear
establishment.

The National Command Authori-
ty, headed by military ruler Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf, carried out “a
comprehensive review of impor-
tant security matters relevant to
Pakistan’s nuclear policy,” a gov-
ernment statement quoted by the
official APP news agency said.

“The tegional and international
security issues, both in the context
of short and long-term objectives,
-were also addressed,” it said, with-
out giving details.

The meeting was the first after
the government announced the
retirement of the father of Pak-
istan’s nuclear bomb, Mr Abdul
Qadeer Khan, and Pakistan Atom-
i¢ Energy Commission chairman
Ashfaq Ahmad Khan at the end of
their respective terms.

Both men, who will formally
retire on Sunday, will become spe-
cial advisers of Mr Musharraf.
They were also members,of the
NCA, set up by Mr Musharraf’s
military government last year to
control Pakistan’s nuclear
weapors. :

Mr Qadeer Khan had headed
akistan’s secret Khan Research

.aboratorjes at Kahuta, southeast

of Islamabad, which is credited
with making the nuclear bomb and
worksindependent of the PAEC.

Pakigtont- - demonstrated  its
nuclear prowess with its first
nuclear tests in May 1998 in
response to similar detonations the

) )

same month by arch-rival India.

‘Both countries have, resisted
international pressure to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
against further nuclear tests gmtil
they are able to evolve a riatidial
consensus and have vowed to
maintain a .credible minimum
deterrence. ‘ -

Pakistan says it seeks deterren
against much bigger India, with
which it has fought three wars
since the neighbours won indepen-
dence from Britain in 1947.

“We are always . outnum-
bered..we maintain 2 minimum
deterrence, which we will always
maintain,” Mr Musharraf said in a

- speech on Monday.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission chairman and
adviser-designate:  to. the Chief
Executive, Dr Ishfag Ahmed, said

.on Thursday that Pakistan planned

to establish another nuclear power
plant with 100 per cent indigenous
expertise and resources in six to
seven years.

He was speaking at the inaugura-
tion ceremony of $600 million 325
megawatt Chashma nuclear power

‘plant here.

“Pakistan should not wait for
another 30 years to have another
plant. The government is very
keen and we hope we will have a
third nuclear plant very soon,”. Dr
Ishfaq said.

“We have to see the Chashma
power project stabilising power
generation, ecopomuic turnaround
in the country agd then we can go
for the third plant,” the Pakistan |
Atomic Energy Commission chair-
man said. (Reuters) /f/
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Pak. testfires
\i9-1Amissiles ng)>

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 27. Pakistan
test-fired its indigenous surface-

\

|

to-air ANZA missile and other !
| air-to-air missiles at the Air Force

Sonmiani firing range in -
chistan on Monday. f(j !
' Conducted on the concluding

day of the week-long “missile fir- |

'ing camp-20017, it was wit-
nessed among others by the |

Chief Executive and military rul-
er, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

The shoulder-launched ANZA

~ weighs 9.8 kg. The others fired
" included the French origin in-
! frared guided air-to-air R-550
- missile with a maximum range of

six kilometers, the U.S. origin

i heat-seeking AIM-9 (sidewinder) |
. and the air-to-air AIMS-L. :

The AIM9-L can be fired from :

multiple angles, having the capa-
bility of exploding within a dis-
tance of nine meters from
aircraft.

The air-to-ground weapons
test-dropped by the Pakistan Air
Force included Snake Eye
MK-82, Durandal Runway Pene-
tration and general purpose
bombs as well as 68 mm rockets.

IPR should not affect
cost of drugs’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. India has
sought the cooperation of other
NAM countries to ensure that the
intellectual property right (IPR)
regime did not affect in any way
the availability of essential drugs
at an affordable cost.

The call was made by the
Union Health Minister, Dr.
C.P.Thakur, at a meeting of NAM
Health Ministers which is pres-
ently under way in South Africa.

Reiterating India’s stand that
while protection of IPR was
needed to encourage new drug
discoveries and inventions, it
should not result in drugs be-
coming too costly, the Mini\s‘%
emphasised the need to intfo-
duce safeguards in the TRIPs
Agreement in this regard and
urged his counterparts in the
NAM countries to work jointly
towards that end.

Chairing a session on accessi-

bility of essential drugs, Dr, Tha-
kur also called for a joint effort
towards setting up of a global
facility for HIV/AIDS drugs on
the lines of the one that had re-

cently been established for TB

drugs and to ensure that the

global Framework Convention |

on Tobacco Control being put
tgether by the WHO had
enough support mechanism to

. take care of the people engaged

in the tobacco industry.

Referring to the recent offer of
the Indian pharma major, Cipla,
to reduce the prices of anti-retro-
viral drugs for HIV/AIDS, he said
several NAM countries were also
well placed to produce such es-
sential drugs at a cheap rate.

They need to pool their re-
sources and for this, relevant ad-
ministrative and legal provisions
have to be in place.
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~§haheen-Il missile
readyp for_testing’

|SLAMABAD, MARCH 23. Pakistan
may lift its self-imposed embargo
on flight testing of its missiles, with
a top scientist saying that the Sha-
heen-II ballistic missile was ready
for the tests and it was for the mil-
itary regime to decide on the dates
“‘sooner or later". . Iz}
“Shaheen-1I is available for tast*
ing and we are notin a positio] to
take a decision regarding the tgst-
ing. It is for the Government to ‘de-
cide. I am sure, sooner or later, this
decision will be taken by the Gov-
ernment. Whenever they do, we
will go for the test,” Mr. Samay
Mubarakmand, chairman of Pakis
tan’s National Engineering and
Scientific Commission, told Th
Nation in an interview. — PT1 | _~
A
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~ LEASH ORDER ON ACCOUNTABILITY BUREAU

Pak shelves

Islamabad, March 25

PAKISTAN’S MILITARY regime
has asked the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) to slow
down inquiries against top army
officials involved in the alleged
questionable defence deals worth

billion of dollars, a media report,

said here.

The alleged shady deals
include 1 billion dollars for three
Agosta 90b submarines, 120 mil-
lion dollar for old mirages, 500
million dollar for T-80 UD Ukran-
ian tanks, 70.million dollar for
Type-21 British ships, 40 million
dollar for military helicopters, a
navy deal ‘to purchase mine-
sweepers, 4 PAF deal for the pur-
chase of F-7 aircraft spares and
an Army deal to purchase 7.62

mm rifles. :
“Those /'zg{insr whom

inquiries have been shelved
include three ex-Army chiefs,
two Naval chiefs and an Air
chief,” The Friday Times, a week-
1y, quoting an NAB official said.

Barely a month after Lt Gen
Khalid Magbool took over as the
new NAB chief, he wanted a stop
to the investigations involving
corruption allegations against
serving or retired military offi-
cials, the newspaper said.
Inquiries into at least six defence
deals pertaining to purchases of
tanks, submarines, naval mine
hunters. mirage fighter aircraft,
army jeeps were subsequently
shelved, the newspaper added.

The National Exchequer has
lost up to one billion dollar in the
form of alleged kickbacks and
commissions obtained in these
contracts according to an esti-
mate.

Documents held by NAB also
provide extensive clues about
corrupt practices in the Army
Welfare Trust, Shaheen Founda-
tion, Bharia Foundation and
Defence Housing Authority, the
newspaper said.

“Interestingly, many of these
documents were actually in the
possession of the former Ehtesab
Bureau headed by Saif-ur-
Rehman, the jailed confidant of
former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif,” said the weekly.

A Lt General was posted as
Corps Commander of Multan
when he was preparing to take
action against some of the serv-
ing and retired officials in shady
defence deals NAB sources said.

“Some powerful officials in the
military establishment were
unhappy with the way the Corps
Commander was trying to high-

W WY D
defence deal probe

Pervez Musharraf

light the shady defence deals.
They thought the scandal would |
tarnish the image of the Armed .
forces.” the newspaper said. |
PTI
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By B. Murdlidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 26. The Pakis-
tan military ruldy, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s annopncement that
he has no intenti§n to retire as
Chief of Army Staff has implica-
tions within and outside Pakistan.
1t is a clear message from Gen.
Musharrat, that he has come to
stay and every one be prepared to
deal with him.
| Itis as much a message intend-
! ed for all those who matter within
Pakistan and outside particularly
the Government of India. Gen.
| Musharraf's statement has come
" as a bit of surprise to political ob-
servers.

Perhaps it is the end of a dream
for Pakistani politicians who have
been eagerly waiting for revival of
the suspended assemblies at the
national and the provincial level
and return of the Army to the bar-
racks.

As for India, it can no longer
ignore the presence of Gen.

Musharraf. The policy of isolation
cannot be expected to continue
forever and sooner than later it
would have to engage him if the
tensions in the region were to
subside.

While there was no doubt that
Gen. Musharraf was intending to
stay on beyond his retirement due
in Qctober 2001, no one expected
him to announce it now.

Another significant aspect of
his marathon press conference on
Monday was the manner in which
he evaded a direct reply on
whether he intended to take over
as the President of the country.

The announcement is perhaps
an indication that Gen. Musharraf
is in total command of the Army
and the administration. The Ja-
maat-e-Islami which has been de-
manding that Gen. Musharraf
should not extend his tenure be-
yond October 2001 has criticised
him for the statement.

Gen. Musharraf’s
that the country w

know ev-

Jush*«a*rrif decision to stay
.disappoints politicians

e

erything in due course on wheth-
er or not he would take over as
President was a clear indication
that he is keeping all his options
open. There have been specula-
tions galore in the Pakistani
media on the possibility of Gen.
Musharraf taking over as the Pres-
ident.

Strangely the military establish-
ment chose not to react to these
developments. After Gen. Mush-
arraf's announcement that he is
there to stay, it really makes little
difference whether or not he
would like to take over as the
President.

What has also not gone unno-
ticed is Gen. Musharraf's decision
to arrive at the venue of the press
conference in Karachi in a civilian
dress. When a correspondent
made it a point to draw his atten-
tion, hdsaid that since he is being
accused of going everyw i
the uniform, he decidedto be dif-
ferent this time.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy |}{) \

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 22 Amid growing concern
that the religious schools in Pakistan are end-
ing up as ‘jehad factories’, the military govern-
ment has decided to streamline the education
system in the seminaries.

A Cabinet meeting chaired by the military
ruler and Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, here on Wednesday night directed the
\ Ministry of Religious Affairs to evolve a ‘com-
prehensive syllabus’ for adoption by the reli-
gious schools.

However, the government has decided to
leave it to the discretion of the schools wheth-
er or not to accept the new syllabi.

The number of educational institutions run
by religious institutions vary between 40,000
and 60,000. There is growing concern about
the role being played by some of these in pro-
moting sectarianism and the cult of violence
in the name of ‘jehad’.

Majority of those on the rolls of the militant
outfits operating from the Pakistani soil and
engaged in fighting against the government in

Kashmir are believed %0% the products of
some of these schools. Thes¢people played a
crucial role in the proxy wag between the US
and the erstwhile Soviet Unfon in the Afghan
war in the eighties.

Besides evolving a new syllabus, the Gov-
ernment has decided to congtitute a Federal
Madrisah Education Board to bring the educa-
tional system of the seminaries on par with
the national education.

The basic objective is to prevent the stu-
dents from getting into the trap of ‘extremist
elements’. The government has also decided
to set up three model religious schools.

“We want to absorb the students of Deen
Madaris into the mainstream, giving them ac-
cess to the job market. We do not want to be
intrusive and interfering. This programme will
thus be optional and voluntary.

This will help bring one million students of
Madaris to the mainstream of our social and
economnic life which they deserve.

We need to create a harmonious Islamic so-
ciety that discourages intolerance of other

Pak. bid to rein in ‘jehadi’ schools

views”’, Gen. Musharraf told his Cabinet col-
leagues.

Attempt to thwart rally

The military government in Pakistan ap-
pears determined to thwart the plan of the
political parties opposed to it to hold a rally in
Lahore. The rally being held under the banner
of Alliance for Restoration of Democracy
(ARD) is in support of the demand for imme-
diate announcement of a timetable for hold-
ing of elections by the military government.
The rally coincides with the Foundation Day
of Pakistan.

The manner in which the government has
rounded up hundreds of political activists of
parties engaged in preparations for the rally
and detained some of the top leaders in La-
hore has surprised observers.

The chief spokesman of the military, Maj. |
Gen. Rashid Quereshi, HAS 'justified the |
‘crackdown’ on the plea that the government |
can not allow ‘interruption’ in the process of
re- building of the economy, maintenance of
law and order and national reconstruction.
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ISLAMABAD, March. 21. -
Pakistan’s military regime is
considering a proposal to set up
military courts to crackdown on
those indulging in sectarian vi-
olence.

The regime also plans to give
more powers to military intelli-
gence agencies to help them
crackdown on extremist reli-
gious groups.

The proposal was discussed at
a high-level meeting chaired by
chief executive General Pervez
Musharraf, The News said,
quoting sources. Governors of
various provinces attended the
meeting.

The meeting discussed the
possibility of setting up the
military courts in view of pre-
vailing political consensus
against sectarian violence, the
‘report said.

S

&G

COURT BANS JEHAD FUNDS

ISLAMABAD, March. 21. - The Lahore High Court\has ban-
ned the forcible collection of jehad funds from the people for use
in terrorist activities. This was stated by the ministry of inte-

rior affairs before the court in reply to a petition filed by Ja- .
maat-e-islami naib, Amir Liaquat Balouch in Lahore. The min-
istry informed the court that collection of funds by force and its :
use in terrorist activities was not allowed under the law. - UNI

“The idea came from a provin-
cial governor, who said military
courts could be extremely help-
ful in restoring law and order
with special reference to sectar-
ian problems” the newspaper
said, adding that Gen Mushar-
raf partially agreed to the sug-
gestion.

However, the majority view
was the government should
first try out other methods as
per recommendation§ of a spe-
cial task force grrectarian har-
mony.

The task force has come up
with a 20-point code of conduct
for the religious groups and
parties, which has been rejec-
ted by most of the militant
groups.

The regime has threatened
tough action against the ex-
tremist religious groups but it
clarified that any such crack-
down was limited to prevent vi-
olence on the domestic front
and would not be extended to
the Pakistan-based Islamic
militant groups which operate

ak military courts to
ectarian violence

in Kashmir.

' Pak village polls: The second

phase of village elections began
in-Pakistan today under strict
international scrutiny, adds
AFP.

More than 10 million Pakista-
nis will elect 1,459 local coun-
cils in the second phase under
General Pervez Musharrafs
plan to devolve power, which he
says will create genuine democ-
racy.

Commonwealth ministers in
London yesterday asked Paki-
stan to speed up plans for the
restoration of democracy or
face “stronger measures.”

They expressed “concern over
the harassment of political par-
ties, including restrictions im-
posed on democratic
activity, processes and institu-
tions and tHe detention of per-
isout due process of




Pak to protest ‘

against Sharif
outbursts.
o\ © Jov\&\‘
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ISLAMABAD, March 21} —
Pakistan's military regime\has
decided to lodge a complaint
with the Saudi Arabia goveyn-
ment to protest against
attempts by Mr Nawaz Sharif
to violate the unpublicised
Pakistan-Saudi pact which
enabled him to go on exile.
“The government is preparing
to approach the Saudi autho-
rities with a formal complaint
that Mr Sharif's sudden burst
of anti-government political
statements represented a
breach of an agreement
between the two governments
on this subject,” Pakistan’s
English daily The News
reported, quoting officials
here.

The decision to lodge a
complaint with the Saudi
government has been taken
after Mr Sharif and other
family members began attack-
ing the Gen Parvez Musharraf-
led military government by

granting interviews to local
press during the last few days.

In these interviews, Mr Sharif
has questioned the legal
validity of the so-called dea’;
between Pakistan and Sauyj
Arabia, under which he wag
released.

He also said that he did not
accept a 10-year exile as has
been mentioned.

The News said that Mr
Sharifs interviews were mnot |
possible without the tacit per-
_ mission of the Saudi- govern-
ment as the former Prime
Minister had already been
warned in the past.

’
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/lfak military green
signal on CTBT _/

HT Correspondent .
New Delhi, March 20 I

PAKISTAN IS reportedly all set t
sign theéomprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. A meeting of the top mili-
tary brass reportedly gave Gener-
al Pervgz Musharraf the go-ahead
on Monday to negotiate the sign-
ing of the CTBT.

If General Musharraf does
manage to sign the treaty despite
resistance from the jehadis , the
South Asian security scene could
undergoa dramatic change.

Hitherto; Pakistan has linked
its entering the CTBT regime with
India signingit first. The authors
of Pakistan’s nuclear doetrine
have repeatediy stressed the
necessity of the country’s nuclear
programime on its relative inferi-
ority in convemtional weapons, All
theories revolve around the first
strike option - a stage by stage
approach in which the nuclear
threat is increased at each step to
deter an Indian‘attack. But the
Pakistani ecoromy’s present
bankruptcy has reportedly com-
pelled _General Musharraf’s
regime t6 radically alter the
Army'’s position on signing the

CTBT When a civilian Govern-
ment was in power, the Army and
Islamic fundamentalists opposed
any talk on the subject.

Senior fellow of the Institute of
Defence Studies and Analyses in
New Delhi, Bidanda N Chengap-
a. said pressure from multilater-
1 funding agencies like the IMF
could have forced this change of
stance. Unlike India and China,
who have both offered no first use,
the essence of Pakistan’s nuclear
policy is first use.

An expert on Pakistan, Kalim
Bahadur of the JNU, said it
appears that Pakistan’s military
regime is manoeuvring to stop the
country’s isolation. Last week,
foreign minister, Abdul Sattar.,
reportedly took along a draft
nuclear doctrine to Japan to plead
for easing of sanctions.

India has adopted a wait and
see approach. Foreign ministry
officials are sceptical of the
reports as there has been no offi-
cial statement this effect from
Islamabad. Pakistan’s radice
islamic groups are bound t
protest against the “betrayal” a
Pakistan prides itself for bejr
the.only Islamic country wis
nuclear capability.

"WE HINDUSTAN THE»

2 1 MAR 21



P

P

|*Pak army gives consent
to signing of CTBT?? ..

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of Pak-
istan Army corps commanders has
agreed that the country should sign
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) as it has achieved a
certain level of nuclear deterrence
in a bid to enable the military
regime lobby for lifting of econom-
ic sanctions, media reports said on
Tuesday. :Z

The decision to sign CTB ]
taken on Monday, on the opehing
day of the two-day corps co
ders conference at Rawalpindi,
Pakistan Observer said.

“Except for very negligible dis-
sent, senior commanders are re-
ported to have agreed that Pakistan
has achieved a certain level of nu-
clear deterrence and the country
may go ahead with signing of
CTBT,” the newspaper said. The
decision to sign CTBT was taken
based on the grim economic situa-
tion faced by Pakistan due to press-
ing repayment schedules of $38 bil-
lion of its foreign debt.

The newspaper said, “Senior
commanders are also mindful of
the political developments that are
taking place in India.” Japan has al-
ready indicated its willingness to re-
sume annual aid worth $500 million
to Pakistan provided it signed
CTBT and restricted its nuclear
programine.

“In view of the army’s decision to
the signing of CTBT, Gen Mushar-
raf would in the coming weeks meet
the political and religious leaders to
evolve a broad political consensus
in this regard,” the daily said.

The corps commanders also ad-
vised the-government to concen-

trate more on putting in place an
effective research and develop-
ment network rather than laying
undue emphasis on further nuclear
testing, the daily said.

The decision to sign CTBT fol-
lowed reports that Pakistan has
evolved a three-point nuclear doc-
trine under which it was willing to
provide a commitment to maintain
a self-imposed nuclear deterrence,
steer clear of arms race and a
pledge to refrain from exporting
nuclear weapons and technology to
any other country.

The new doctrine evolved by Is-
lamabad has been conveyed to
Japanese leaders during last week’s
visit of Pakistan foreign minister
Abdul Sattar to Tokyo, according to
the Urdu daily, Jung.

Under the newly evolved doctrine,
Pakistan has decided to maintain
self-imposed nuclear deterrence for
an indefinite period and would not
be the first country to conduct nu-
clear tests, the report said.

Secondly, Pakistan is willing to
provide a commitment to refrain
from indulging in any arms race
with any country, including India,
and agreed to keep its nuclear pro-
gramme at the current level to en-
sure reliable deterrence, it said.

Finally, Pakistan is willing to give
an undertaking not to export its nu-
clear weapons or technology to any
other country nor it would use it for
any illegal purposes.

The three-point doctrine would
shortly be presented to all donor
countries and international finan-
cial institutions in order to get the

sanctions lifted, the report said. 1) //,
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arachi: Is General Per-
vez Musharraf’s govern-
ment planning to transfer
power to civilians? One
doesn’t exit from power just like
that. It involves relinquishing
control  over allocation of
resources -worth billions  of
rupees; over appointment of
judges, ambassadors, chairmen
and directors of public corpora-
tions; and over major aspects of
public policy ranging from India
policy, nuclear policy and
Afghanistan policy to economic
policy in general.

No government in Pakistan is
ready to call it a day, lgast so the
present military government.
After all,. this government has
been vehemently pursuing the
agenda of cleansing the Augean
stables of public life in Pakistan
during the last one year and a
half. It put in place an ambitious
devolution plan  designed to
induct grassroots-level democra-
¢y in the teeth of opposition fromn
stakeholders. Why should society
count days for this government’s
departure?

The government faces an
adverse reaction of the tradirrg
community to what it billed as a
strategy of economic revival. The
flight of capital from the country
and lack of eapital investment in
business is a big source of worry.
In terms of foreign policy, the
government has all along faced a
situation of acute diplomatic iso-
lation which it often chose to
deny in public. Strong conglom-
erations of nations such as Euro-
pean Com "&‘ity and’ Gommon-
wealth have gefused to go soft on
the issue offdemocragy.. A mili-
tary” governthiént did wnot face
such a situation beforg, The Cold
War is over, ang therefare toler-
ance for military governments in
the Third World is also ayer.

At home, alienatiort.of smaller
provinces from ‘thidgfiadihtion is
worrisome:* ®Vith *no €lectoral
means.of articulation of-interests
available to ethnic communities
other than the Punjabis — for
example, neither the Senate nor
national and provincial assem-
blies are available for the purpose
— the Sindhi, Mohajir, Baloch
and Pakhtoon nationalists have
been loudly talking about the
imminentdecline of federalism in
Pakistan.” The ethnic dimension

\‘\ »“b
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of civil-military relations is staA

ing military strategists in the face.
The government has been
unable to stop the economy from
going downhill. In its foreign
dealings, it is handicapped by the
temporary nature of the present
dispensation as per the Supreme
Court decision of last year. The
world financial institutions, rang-
ing from the World Bank and the
IMF to London Club and Paris
Consortium for aid to Pakistan
are stuck with the problem of
political uncertainty in Pakistan.
Why is the Musharraf govern-
ment constrained to act now in
the direction of a transition of
some sort? The immediate reason
is that political forces are getting
restive. The ARD is flexing its
muscles in order to start agitation
from March 23 next. This
alliance of parties is still far from
mustering the strength needed to
mobilise large sections of the
population. But the message -is

* clear. Political parties think that
~“action is only the way-out.

The government has thrown
some feelers and allowed certain
names to be floated in public dur-
ing the past few weeks. The Zia
model is the ‘most popular sce-
nario under discussion today.
There are three major components
of this scenario. First, parliamen-
tary sovereignty will go. This will
mean that an extra-parliamentary
office such as President will be
given powers to dissolve Parlia-
ment whereby the elected govern-
ment would stand dismissed.
There will be a new version of the
8th Amendment in place that will
effectively shift power from the
Prime Minister to the President.

The second component of this
scheme is the ‘President himself.
Who should hold this august
office? He should be the one who
can guarantee security of the
armed forces’ interests after the
formal transfer of power. Zia
chose himself for that office. In
the public opinion today, General
Pervez Musharraf would be ele-
vated to the office of the President
in the emerging civilian set-up.

How will it happen? Will this
process end in another presiden-
tial referendum? Zia felt con-

strained to get himself elected

Gen. Musharraf getting
ndy to transfer power?

through a stage-managed referen-
dum. The farcical nature of the
1984 exercise denied Zia moral
legitimacy all along and subjected
him to public ridicule. It can be
expected that- Gen. Musharraf will
seek a safer way to occupy presi-
dency if it comes to that.

he third component of this
model is somewhat problem-

atic. The option of restoration
of elected assemblies has made
headlines in the press during the
last few months. This provides
relative  security against the
unpredictability of the second
option, that is general elections.
The issue currently faced by the
government is: which option to
adopt: the restoration model or the
election model?
The restoration model is simpler
and safer, but extremely problem-
atic. For example, the restored

INSIDE PAKISTAN

How does a weak
civilian government
serve the Army’s
corporate interests?
One obvious way to
find out is through a
choice of policy, in this
case foreign, defence

~ and financial

National Assembly would be
without the leaders of the two
main parties — Benazir Bhutto
and Nawaz Sharif. It will be with-
out those members who have
been convicted and debarred from
public office. It will"fack moral
authority as well as legal legitima-
cy in that it would emerge neither
out of a2 mass movement carrying
a revolutionary potential nor out
of a court verdict.

Besides, the Senate has already

lost half of its members. The mili-

tary government will be con-
strained to hold by-elections to fill
the vacant seats of the Scnate in
addition to those of the National
Assembly and’ provincial assem-
blies, even under the so-called
restoration model. In all likeli-
hood, the restosd Parliament will
continue to be denied legitimacy
by the world at large and by the
public at home. At the end of this
messy process, the very purpose
of the initiative may be destroyed.

On the other hand, the election
model is a hot favourite among
political parties both inside and
outside the ARD and the liberal
intelligentsia which sees some
kind of political stability emerg-
ing out of new elections. Political
legitimacy for the whole ruling
set-up is the big gain out of this
model.

How will the military’s corpo-
rate interests be served undgr a
new civilian dispensation, elect-
ed or restored? For example, if
the PML and the PPP again bring
a two-party model into operation,
will the Army again feel con-
strained to keep a tight lid on
transfer of initiative in sensitive
areas of public policy? How will
it stop the newly emergent politi-
cal leadership from taking policy
measures which are not liked by
the Army? Nawaz Sharif’s initia-

tive in 1999 as represented by the

Lahore Declaration and later the
Washington Accord is a case in
point. v
Under a civilian. government,
political bosses tend t& struggle
for autonomy from what they
perceive to be the iron grip of the
military establishment. How will
the new leaders behave in this
respect?  Political  stability
through a viable two-party model

0 BE CIVIL

is the ideal pursued by leading
political elements in the country.
Does it help the Army’s corpo-
rate interests in the short run?
This is especially problematic
because the Zia model requires a
weak Primme Minister with a sup-
port base in a weak Parliament.

ow does a weak civilian

government  serve  the

Armmy's corporate  inter-
ests? One obvious way to find
out is through a choice of policy,
in this case foreign policy,
defence policy and financial pol-
icy. Under a civilian set-up, the
Army will feel constrained to
formally negotinte  budgetary
atlocations instead of atlocuting
resources to itself in an unhin-
dered way under military rule.
Also at stake are jobs and other
sources of patronage for the ex-
military personnel as well as tor
serving military officers,

But a strong civiliun goverm-
ment is in the national interest in
the long run. 1t brings stability,
predictability, legitimacy, accep-
tance by the world at large and
creditworthiness in the global
financial market. Such a govem-
ment can lead instead of being
led by various interest groups.
Millions of people from the capi-
tal cities of Islamabad, Karachi,
Quetta, Peshawar and Lahore to
the remotest villages in the four
provinces will thus be activated
to a throbbing life of issues and
poligics. This is the federation’s
gain. The state is best integrated
with society through a party-
based, strongly-led and political-
ly stable civilian government.

The timing of the initintive for
transfer of power is crucial. If it
comes after the ARD’s planned
move 10 start agitation or after
the government’s pre-emptive or
retaliatory moves against politi-
cians, it will cost the political
system by way of letting mistrust
and acrimony prevail and deep-
en. If the government takes a
non-initiative in the form of
hoisting a dummy Prime Minis-
ter over a restored or elected Par-
liament, it will not sell. It must
avoid manipulating an artificial
leadership pattern and foisting it
on the nation because it has
failed umpteen times before.

*
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Benazir Bhutto is no innocent angel. Despite the many accusqtions piled
up against her, however, she deserves a fair trial — something\that is not
a possibility if she returns to a Pakistan ruled by Pervez Musharraf

in Hindustan Times (A prayer for justice,

February 27) deserves to be heard and heeded
in Pakistan and outside Pakistan. Not necessarily
because she is an innocent angel. Not because what
she says is unguestionably the untainted testimony
of truth. Not because she upheld democracy and
rule of law when she was in power. Not because she
was a respecter of human rights. But because a fair
trial is a basic human right.

Bhutto’s omissions and commissions cannot justi-
fy the denial of a fair trial to her. The world has not
forgotten the judicial hanging of her father manipu-
lated and promoted by the usurpers of power. She
has demanstrated how that threat looms large over
her, how rampant the denial of justice in Pakistan
and how overriding dictates
of raw military power are
perilously entrenched in
Pakistan, General Mushar-
raf’s rosy promises notwith-
standing.

Pakistan and India have
had a common and shared
tradition of justice systems.
The contemporary contrast
between the two is painful,
though there have been a
few occasions when leonine
lawyers like Maulana
Kasuri and a few bold
judges in Pakistan did artic-
ulate the ethos of indepen-
dence of justice against the
elected and self-appointed
despots. Unfortunately, how-
ever, pressures of religious
fanaticism, coercion and

B ENAZIR BHUTTQ'S cry and prayer for justice

intimidation through mar-
tial law and its many
dubious variants, palace
intrigues and betrayal after betrayal by elected lead-
ers have made law a laughing stock in Pakistan.

The judiciary in Pakistan is embattled. Its inde-
pendence has been eclipsed. Times without number
Pakistan has thrown its Constitutions into the dust-
bin. Times without number the hopes and dreams of
the people of Pakistan have been aroused to a high
pitch by ‘knights in shining armour’ only to be burnt
at the stakes of unbridled ambition and power.

Benazir Bhutto may or may not be eligible for a
clean acqmttal which she demands, but she deserves
a day in the court. All the more so after the shocking
revelations by an officer in the intelligence bureau
of Pakistan disclosing taped conversations between
the judge and the cabinet.

But then the judiciary in Pakistan functions, as
Bhutto reminds us, under the sword of sacking, with
half the judges sent home by the armed force and
others under notice of summary dismissal and the
risk of their lives and safety.

In my report as UN Special Rapporteur on the
Independence and Impartiality of the Judges and
Lawyers, I had devoted a whole chapter to “Typolo-

THE LADY AS A TRAMP: Benazir Bhutto

gies of deviance from the norms”. Pakistan's succes-
sive military rulers have employed nearly every
typology of deviance to browbeat the judiciary. Bhut-
to’s many fears and apprehensions about judicial
independence in Pakistan are not a figment of
her imagination.

If the CEQ of Pakistan is honest about his promis-
es about the eventual restoration of democracy, rule
of law and human rights, let him agree to a trial of
Benazir Bhutto and her husband by an independent
tribunal of judges outside Pakistan as she will obvi-
ously not receive a fair trial in Pakistan.

If Benazir Bhutto is tried in Pakistan, she might
well be made a victim of that dubious variety of jus-
tice, pejoratively dubbed as ‘political justice’. Otto
Kirchheimer described political justice as “the use of
legal procedures for politi-
cal ends”. Cruder forms of
political justice are known
to be prevalent in Pakistan.

Benazir Bhutte’s triple
jeopardy lies in, one, the
abuse of legal procedures
for political ends; two, the
wholesale trial by media;
and, three, coercive and
intimidating pressures on
prosecutors and judges.

The military regimes in
Pakistan and elsewhere in
the world have a track
record of denying fair trial
to their political enemies,
adversaries and chal-
lengers. Bhutto’s conviction
and a possible sentence of
death are very nearly a fore-
gone conclusion — unless,
of course, she finds an
escape route like Nawaz
Sharif. But then she is
already beyond the reach of Pakistan’s military
regite and Islamabad cannot obtain her extradition
because no extradition magistrate in Britain
and no home secretary in Britain would agree
to entrust her to the tender mercies of General
Musharraf.

On the other hand, Bhutto can only claim the guar-
antee of a fair trial and the right to return to her
country and participate in the political life of her
country. She cannot claim immunity from public
accountability and the penal conseguences in a fair
trial. If the Pakistani establishment has a case
to prosecute against her and if they are in a position
to prove the allegations against her, they should
be willing to have her tried by an independent court
or tribunal in Britain.

By all accounts, Pakistan appears to prefer to keep
her out of Pakistan rather than let her challenge
Musharraf, If she enters Pakistan, she is stire to bea
celebrated victim of an unfair trial.

The author is the first UN Special Rapporfeur on
the Indepr~dence of Judges ar%/é awyers
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~ Pak. to freeze defence \\

. budget for four years

!
VA'\"y By B. Muralidhar Reddy

1SYAMABAR, MARCH 18. Faced with a severe resource

tunch any a staggering external debt, Pakistan has
decided to treeze its defence budget in real terms for
the next four years. The military government led by
Gen. Pervez Musharraf has accepted this key recom-
mendation made by a high-level committee on Debt
Reduction and Management headed by the Finance
Minister, Mr. Shaukat Aziz.

Though it is the consequence of the serious eco-
nomic situation in the country, it is indeed bold on
the part of Pakistan to make public its decision to
keep the defence budget constant in real terms.

More so, because the decision of the military es-
tablishment has come immediately after the Indian
Government increased the outlay on defence by
nearly 14 per cent in the budget proposals for 2001-
2002 unveiled by the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Singh, on February 28.

The stepped-up Indian defence outlay has been a
subject of furious debate in the Pakistani media and
the civil society in the last few weeks. There has been
a torrent of criticism directed at the Indian Govern-
ment ever since the Pakistan Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Inamul Haq, pointed out a day after Mr. Sinha’s
budget that the defence spending of India in the last
two years has gone up by more than 50 per cent.

The top brass of the military is seriously con-
rerned over the development but at the same time is

|

|

|
helpless given the bleak economic scenario in the |
country. Declaring that it has no intention to join the
arms race with India, it has vowed to take ‘appropri-

ate steps’.

A meeting of the Corps Commanders, who play a
crucial role in the decision-making process of the
military government, is scheduled to be held at the
General Headquarters in Rawalpindi tomorrow.

A cursory glance at the report of the Debt Reduc- !
tion and Management Committee is enough to un- \
derstand the logic behind the decision of Pakistan to
keep its defence outlay at the constant in real terms.

Thanks to the reckless borrowing and imprudent
economic policies of the successive government, Pa- |
kistan is neck deep in debt both internal and ex-
ternal. The external debt of the country is estimated
at $37 billion and that is equivalent to nearly 300 per
cent of the annual foreign exchange earnings of the
country. On account of debt servicing alone Pakis-
tan would have to shell out nearly $5 billion every
year provided it does not resort to fresh borrowings.
Besides the trade gap, difference between imports
and exports, is $1 billion. In 2000-2001 the export
target is pegged at $10 billion, while the import bill is
alittle over $10 billion. In 1999-2000 Pakistan earned |
just over $8.5 billion in foreign exchange. |

In other words moare than 50 per cent of its foreign
exchange earnings would go on sery ifg the ex-
ternal debts alone.

|
|
|
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Musharraf

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, March 13. -
Pakistan’s chief executive, Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf, has
proposed to extend his term as
the chief of army staff by one
year and also effect a shake-up
in the serving army top brass in
a move reflective of his ambi-

Gen Musharraf at present
holds charge of the chief exec-
utive, the CJCSC and the
COAS. The CJCSC is charg-
ed with integrating and coor-
dinating the affairs of the
three services,

If seniority is the criteria for
the CJCSC post, corps comin-
ander of karachi, Lt Gen Mu-

tion to stay in
power.

It is expected
that Gen Mush-
arraf will an-
nounce the pro-
motion of two
senior Lt gener-
als as full gen-
erals and ap-
point them as
the chairman,
joint chief of
staff committee
and vice chief of
army staff, The
News Daily re-
ported today.

Lt Gen Naeem
Akhtar and Lt
Gen Tahir Ali
Quershi are to
step down in
the next few

weeks, and th-

|  N-PROGRAMME

ISLAMABAD, March 13. -
Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme is irreversible and
will not be rolled back “under
any pressure”, the country’s
military ruler, General Per-
vez Musharraf,
night.

Speaking a meeting of news-
paper editors in Lahore, Gen

said last’

zaffar Usma-
ni, an out-
standing gen-
eral with an
envious  re-
cord, would
be the auto
matic ch?é
After im,
chief of gen-
eral staff, Lt
Gen Moham-
med Yousaf,
an armoured

Musharraf said: “I am not a !

traitor and so there could not
be any compromise on the nu-
clear programme.”

Refuting criticism that top
nuclear scientists ~ Mr Ab-
dul Qadeer Khan and Mr
Ashfaq Ahmed - were re-
tired under pressure from in-
ternational financial institu-
tions, Gen Musharraf blamed
the media for “overplaying”

corps comma-
nder, is the
next contend-
er.

Experts say
that in the fi-
nal months of
his term, the
chief execu-
tive  wants
more time to

eir retirement
would help the
chief executive promote two
major generals as t generals.

In this context, Maj Gen Mo-
hammed Akram, director gen-

the issue. — Reuters

strengthen
the reforms
" process initi-
ated by his regime and delay
transfer of power to elected
representatives.
Moreover, with the mnew
appointments, the chief
executive has to look out
new generals for impo
postings, the paper sai

wpr
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ISLAMABAD Pakistani milita
ruler  General
Pervez Musharraf
has said the coun-
try’s nuclear pro-
gramme Is irre-
versible and will
not be rolled back
“under any pres-

“I am not a trai-

Gen.Mushamal tor and so there
could not be any compromise on
the nuclear programme,” Mr
Musharraf told a meeting of news-
paper editors in Lahore on Monday

{night. Refuting criticism that top

nuclear scientists — Abdul Qadeer
Khan and Ashfaq Ahmed — were
retired under pressure from inter-
national financial institutions, Mr
Musharraf blamed the media for
“overplaying” the issue.

“The contribution of these emi-
nent scientists has duly been recog-
nised and they have been given full
honours and also the status of minis-
ters. The country will continue to
benefit from their expertise,” he said.
Mr Khan is currently chairman of
Khan Research Laboratories, which
spearheaded Pakistan’s ambitious
nuclear weaponisation programme.
Mr Ahmed headed the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission.

rograinme is
usharraf

The two scientists were on Mon-
day appointed as special advisors to | :
Mr Musharraf and given cabinet| |

ister ranks. '
Their retirement has been con-
demned by Pakistan Muslim
League (PML), Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Islamic fundamen-
talist  militant  organisation
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT).

Meanwhile, Mr Khan has not yet
decided on whether or not to ac-
cept his new job, The News report-
ed, quoting his family sources. The
daily said Mr Khan’s retirement
would mean his complete detach-
ment from Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme. “Removal of Qadeer
Khan and Ahmad, especially at a
time when India went ahead with
its missile programme, creates sus-
picions in the minds of people,”
chief of the Alliance for Restora-
tion of Democracy, Nawabzada
Nasrullah Khan, said.

“Qadeer’s removal is an indica-
tion of winding up the nuclear pro-
gramme,” acting PML president
Javed Hashmi said, adding “he is a
national asset”. He said the deci-
sion was an indication of the gov-
ernment’s intention to sign the
CTBT. His view was echoed by

deputy chief of hardline J. t-e-
Islami, Liagat Baloch. o) 2
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IN A major climbdown from its
campaign to crack down on fund-
raising by Islamic fundamental-
ist militant groups, the Pakistan
Government has reached a tacit
understanding with militant out-
fits permitting them to discreetly
collect funds and recruit volun-
teers to fight Indian forces in
Kashmir, media reports here
said.

“After prolonged negotiations
with the Government agencies,
mainstream religious organisa-
tions, involved in armed struggle
against Indian forces in Kashmir
have agreed to discreetly pursue
their drive to collect donations

"and recruit volunteers, “ the
news said today.

“In,return, the Government
has decided not to pursue, too
aggressively, its pledge to force

e closure of all such activity,”

ny

it said. “The latest development
has effectively reversed the dra-
matic announcement made by
Interior Minister Moinuddin
Haider, promising elimination of
all such activities on February 13
last”, it said.

Police and other law enforcing
agencies have been told not to
raid or use force against any jiha-
di outfits following a series of
closed door meeting with the
leaders of the groups, the report
said.

The decision to permit the
jihadi groups was taken after an
“influential group” within the
Government prevailed on mili-
tary ruler General Pervez
Musharraf that a “rash official
action” might provoke an armed
reaction from jihadi groups and
may push Pakistan to an internal
strife.

The report follows an official
announcement yesterday that a

new law hds-been framed to ban
any religiog@s organisation found
involved insectarian violence.

But an dfficial clarification
that followed made it amply clear
that the proposed ban would be
confined only to extremist organ-
isations involved in sectarian
violence between the majority
Sunni and minority Shia sects in
Pakistan.

“Though sections of the
regime made fine distinction,
between the sectarian Sunni and
Shia outfits that indulged in vio-
lence in Pakistan, it is the jihad
organisations fighting in Kash-
mir that have registered phe-
nomenal growth in small and big
towns in Pakistan,” the news
said.

Police records in Karachi
show that in the last one year
alone, Jaish-e-Mohammad,
formed by Maulana Masood
Azhar, Pakistani militant

Pak tells jehadys to collec@n%ls/discréﬂy

released from an Indian jail fol-
lowing hijacking of the Indian
airlines plane, has opened 135
contact points since last year to
collect funds and recruit mili-
tants to fight Indian forces in
Kashmir.

Following this unpublicised
agreement between the Govern-
ment and the militant outfits, the
jihadi groups have been permit-
ted to collect funds during the
recently concluded Eid festival.
the report said.

Under the new agreement, the
jihadi organisations would not
be collecting funds by making
direct appeals, unlike in the past.
But would be allowed to main-
tain contact points, including in
mosques to enlist volunteers.

As witnessed in the recent
past, no jihadi organisation
would approach schools or col-
leges to seek volunteers for jihad.

the news report said. }
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Democracy won't

return to Pak

hefore Oct 2002

,gf W

REUTERS

KARACHI, March 16. - Gen\er-
al Pervez Musharraf has ruled
out a swift end to military rule,
but pledged to stick to a Su-
preme Court demand for a re-
turn to democracy by October
2002, media reports said today.
Gen Musharraf, speaking to
a group of intellectuals and
senior officials in Karachi yes-
terday, ruled out any interim
set-up for governing the coun-
try and said such rumours
should be stopped, media re-
ported.
“I keep reading about (an in-
terim set-up) but there is
nothing of the sort,” he was
quoted as saying. “We aren’t
going to do anything in be-
tween and the Supreme Court
decision will be adhered to.”
The meeting was closed to
foreign media.
The Supreme Court last May
gave Gen Musharraf three
years from the date of the
coup to complete his promised
political, economic and ad-
ministrative reforms and
hand over to an elected civil-
ian government.

Gen Musharraf said the
eventual nsfer of power
would led by national in-

S

g
W GOVT NOD TO ULTRA FUNDRAISING

ISLAMABAD, March 16. - In a major climbdown from its cam-

aign to crackdown on fund-raising activities of Islamic mili-
tant groups, the government has reached a tacit understanding
with militant outfits,permitting them to discreetly collect funds
and recruit volunteers to fight Indian forces in Kashmir, media
said.

Police and other law-enforcing agencies have been told not
to raid or use force against any jihadi outfits.

The decision was taken after an “influential group” within
the government prevailed on Gen Musharraf that a “rash of-
ficial action” might provoke an armed reaction from jihadi
groups and may push Pakistan to an internal strife of the
scale bemg witnessed in Alglers Egypt and Tunis. — PTI

terest. “We wxll initiate steps
for continuity, balance of pow-
er and ensure that national
interest reigns supreme,” he
was quoted as saying.

“We are further analysing
ideas. We will bring in checks
and balances which will en-
sure economic activity ‘in
Pakistan,” he said, adding
that it would be sometime be-
fore a clear plan was an-
nounced.

He slammed previous gov-
ernments, saying politicians
had tilted towards self-inter-
est instead of working to bet-
ter the economy. He said the
constitution may be amended
so that any system put in

TaE Vi
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v

place by hlS mlhtary regime

- could not be changed by sub-

sequent governments.

“We have to ensure constitu-
tional ways to solve prob-
lems,” he said, adding that by
devolving power to the region-
al areas, Pakistan could
change its political culture to
offer people a greater say in
their affairs.

In December, he began
phased elections for locgd
councils from the village to
district level in what he called
his “devolution of power”
plan. These polls are due to
conclude by mid-2001 but po-

litical parties are not allow.
to take part in voting.

VTR ®
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, March 10. -
The Pakistan government has

ruled out the possibility of an

early return of deposed Pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif and his
family members from exile in
Saudi Arabia. an official
spokesman said today.

The Pakistan media quoted

! the official as saying that

press reports stating that Mr
Sharif or his brother, Mr
Shahbaz Shairf, couid return
home in the coming months
were wrong and baseless.
Moreover, the Saudi authori-
ties have given a categorical

! assurance that they would

‘ not permit any violation of ries ahout the possibility of

Mr Nawaz Shari

the agreed terms of exile, he
added.
He said the speculative sto-

THE STATESMAN
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dashéd,

their arrival were part of a
media campaign aimed at
bharming the Pakistan-Saudi
relations as well as serving
someone’s political interests.
Journalists indicted: A
Pakistani judicial tribunal,
which probed the publication
of a blasphemous letter by a
Peshawar-based newspaper,
has blamed four journalists
for the act.

The one-man Justice Qaim
Jan Khan tribunal said the
letter written by a Jew from
Israel was published in The
Frontier Post due to the
“sheer negligence” of the sub-
editor, and “general negli-
gence” of the composer, news-
editor and the managing

editor. e



Pak. gears up for s’gcong!
.~ phase of local polls |

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 4. Amidst spec-
ulations that the Pakistan mili-
tary government is toying with
the idea of revival of Assemblies
to install a civilian set-up, the
Election Commission of Pakistan
is gearing up for the second
phase of the election to the local
bodies that has evoked even less-
er interest than the first phase.

Scheduled to be held on March
21, the second phase is to cover
20 districts across the country.

The Musharraf Government
has launched a vigorous cam-
paign to market the election to
the local bodies as a ‘revolution’
in good governance, but there are
no takers for the hard sell.

By all accounts the first phase
of election in 18 districts in De-
cember last year was a ‘non-start-
er' due to various reasons.

The turn out in the much pub-

licised election was put ground
45 per cent and the minorities in
various districts boycotted the
election in protest against the
system of separate electorate.

The constant refrain of the mil-
itary government in the run up to
the first phase of election was
that it would usher in genuine de-
mocracy and the people of Pakis-
tan for the first time would have
an opportunity to elect candi-
dates who would be their ‘ser-
vanis'.

That was the logic offered for
banning the political parties from
putting up their candidates. But it
did not work that way.

The unanimous view of the Pa-
kistan press was that overwhelm-
ing number of persons who got
elected in the first phase were
proxy candidates of the main-
stream political parties. v
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| /Bz/gﬁ”eted by jehadis and a crumbling economy, Musharraf s desperate to talk Kashmir with India

r
\3\ \
TAL ;I\},AR\ Vajpayee’s decision to

Aextend the ceasefire by three
months instead of one, simultane-
ously allowing the security forces to
counter terrorism in the Valley, signals a
shift in the government’s goal. From try-
ing to get Pakistan to the negotiating
table as soon as possible, the direction
has shifted to first talking to the leaders
of the Hurriyat, and possibly other
groups in the Valley, The reason for this
is to chalk out a strategy of returning
normalcy to Kashmir.

The decision has been born of perplex-
ity and disappointment. For General
Musharraf did not move even his little
finger in response to the Prime Minister’s
January 2 appeal from Kumarakom to
give “sufficient proof of its preparedness
to create a conducive atmosphere for a
meaningful dialogue”. Why does Mushar-
raf sound so sincere when he urges
talks with India, but do nothing at all
to make them possible? Which is the
real Musharraf?

The most probable explanation is that
Musharraf is both sincere in his desire to
push the peace process forward, and is
nearly powerless 1o do so. What is more,
his capacity to do so may hinge on his
success in bringing India to the confer-
ence table first, without making any
apparent concessions to Indian demands.

Musharraf’s domestic challenges are
products of Pakistan’s struggle to annex
Kashmir, grossly inflamed by the Afghan
war. The moving force behind the Taliban
in 1993 was the Asian Transport Mafia
(ATM) — mainly Pathan truckers who
plied a brisk narcotic-cum-smuggling
trade between Pakistan and central Asia.
When the fall of the Shah closed the drug
route out of Iran, the ATM began to send
its supplies through Pakistan (and India).
Thus in the Eighties, the drug trade
became the mainstay of the ATM and an
immense clandestine source of wealth.

By degrees, therefore, it has also
become one — though not the only —
source of finance for the jehadis. When
Pakistan officially began to back the Tal-
iban with materials, logistics and men in
Afghanistan, and the ISI began to use
Afghans and other mujahideen in Kagh-
mir, links were forged between this rogue
class and the highest levels of the Pak-
istani State and military.

The drug trade, though lucrative, is
insecure. So the ATM’s bread and butter
line remained the smuggling of electron-
ic and other goods into Pakistan. This
racket has grown so huge that according
to a World Bank study, Pakistan loses
Rs 140 biltion in customs revenues every
year. This is 4 per cent of its GDP. By a
common consensus, this loss is consid-
ered the main single reason for Pak-
istan’s bankruptcy.

Musharraf found himself facing two
challenges: halting the march towards

WILL THE REAL GENERAL PLEASE STAND UP?

Islamic extremism and restoring some
balance to the economy The first
required bringing the drug-cum-jehadi
mafia under control. The second required
him to restore the domestic and external
financial solvency of the State. All this
had to be done within a time frame.

In 1999-2000, Pakistan had to pay about
$ 6 billion as debt servicing, in addition to
meeting its current needs for oil and
other imports. But its foreign exchange
reserves were barely $ 1 billion. Thus, it
could not survive without rescheduling
the servicing of its foreign debt. The US
and other donor countries virtually made
the provision of an economic lifeline con-
ditional upon a time-bound return to
democracy. The Commonwealth Heads of
Government fixed October 2001; the Pak-
istan Supreme Court added a year and
made it October 2002.

Pakistan succeeded in fending off
international economic and political
pressures to a remarkable degree.
Between October 1999 and June this year,
it rescheduled $ 6.6 billion of debt and
organised another $ 4.5 billion of multi-
lateral assistance. It also broke some of
its links with the Taliban, and closed a
number of terrorist training camps on
the Afghan border. Its diplomats were
able to persuade the rest of the world that
Musharraf’s initiatives had to be sup-
ported, because if Musharraf failed Pak-
istan might become another Afghanistan.

But the domestic challenges remained.
The obvious starting point was to
increase the revenues of the State. In

2000, Pakistan wz{\s in dire straits. Its
national debt virtually equalled its GDP;
domestic debt servicing consumed over
70 per cent of revenue; civil servant
salaries and establishment costs con-
sumed all and more of the remainder. As
a result, the whole of Pakistan’s military
spending — 27 per cent of expenditure
and 36 per cent of revenues — was being
financed by borrowing from the public.
Needless to say, there was nothing left
for education and health. The resulting
vacuum in education was filled by
the madrasas.

Within weeks of coming to power,
Musharraf announced the imposition of
a 15 per cent general sales tax on all trade
transactions — a first step towards the
VAT. More importantly, he gave the Bara
(smuggler market) traders till April 30,
2000, to declare their stocks and pay duty
on them, That was where he was stopped
cold by the solid corpus of the emerging
Jjehadi State.

On April 26, 2000, the Bara traders
closed down trade and forced Musharraf
to back down. The same thing happened
with the sales tax. It was supposed to have
been included in the 2000-2001 Budget, but
Musharraf put off its imposition till
August 14. It remains unimposed.

Musharraf also announced laws to
curb the display of arms in public and
control fund-raising by Pakistan’s private
armies. These were ignored with con-
tempt. The same charade is being repeat-
ed this year. Musharraf has again given
the Bara traders time till April 30 to

 The sitting-standing man
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declare stocks. They first responded
with an offer of self-assessment and a
token tax of 5 per cent. When this
was refused, they went on strike in
the beginning of last month. He has also
reaffirmed his restrictions on the jehadi
private armies, but has done nothing
to enforce them.

Worst of all, by putting the jehadi
embryonic State on notice, he has given
it time to organise itself. As soon as the
traders heard of the GST, they rushed to
the Jamaat-i-Islami for support. It is
not accidental that the Amir and Qazi
of the Jamaat are speaking openly
against Musharraf. What Pakistan is
witnessing is the very same consolida-
tion of Bazaariya and fundamentalist
forces that brought down the Shah of
Iran in 1978.

Musharraf’s time is running out. Octo-
ber 2002 is a year closer. Its revenues this
year are falling 5 to 7 per cent short of the
target. As a result, the debt servicing
charge is rising to 74-75 per cent. Pakistan
is under relentless pressure from the
IMF to generate a primary revenue
surplus (surplus before deducting
debt-servicing costs) and to do so consis-
tently for the next 15 years. But even
his government publicly concedes that
it cannot do this without cutting military
expenditure,

That is where the India connection
comes in. Musharraf desperately needs
to de-escalate the confrontation in Kash-
mir, but in a manner that does not lay
him open to the charge of selling out. The
fundamentalists are using ‘martyrdom’
in Kashmir as their political fuel. As a
result de-escalation in Kashmir is a dire
threat to them.

The only strategy open to Musharraf is
to get India to the conference table with-
out making any concessions. He must
claim this as a diplomatic victory and
warn his people that jehadi activities are
undermining future gains. He will add
more feathers to his cap if India and Pak-
istan make progress in nuclear confi-
dence-building on the margins of ‘dis-
cussing’ Kashmir. These might just give
him the added support from the army to
tackle the traders and jehadis and repair
Pakistan’s finances.

In view of what will happen if the mil-
itary regime is replaced by a jehadi one,
New Delhi should accept Musharraf's
‘invitation’. But it shoild harbour no
illusions about what Musharraf’s atti-
tude to Kashmir will be if he consolidates
his position. The more financial balance
and political power he acqguires the
less he will need to sound reasonable
on Kashmir,

In the end, it is the Kashmiris who
have to reject Pakistan, the jehadis and
their appeals to religion. Today, they are
very close to doing so. That is where

Vajpayee should focus his attention. i
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,/Fa climbdown -

on curbing "’

"\ religious outfits

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 26. In a climb-
down from its stance of an immi-
nent crackdown on the extremist
religious and militant outfits, the
military Government in Pakistan
has said it only wanted to curb a
public display of weapons and
regulate the collection of funds
for “Jehad’” (holy war).

The Interior Minister, Lt. Gen.
{retd) Moinuddin Haider, who is

engaged in a tug-of-war with the
- extremist religious and militant
outfits for his statements against
them, adopted a more conciliato-
ry tone at a news conference in
Karachi today.

He claimed that after marathon
. discussions with representatives
i of the religious and militant out-
fits, a broad understanding had
been reached. Accordingly, these
organisations had agreed to stop
. the public display of weapons and
. talks were on to regulate the col-
. lection of funds for ‘Jehad’. “All
. have accepted it. They have said
. they will not display weapons in
i public”, the Minister said.

Lt. Gen. (retd) Haider, who is
considered close to Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, made these claims
amid reports that his Ministry has
. prepared a draft “code of con-

duct” for these outfits.

. Areport in the Urdu daily, Jang,
' said the Government had decided
¢ to implement a 20-point code of
. conduct to regularise Jehadi ac-
tivities. All the Jehadi outfits
would be asked to sign the docu-

ment prepared by the Interior
Ministry.

As per the draft code, the Jehadi
outfits would be barred from any
open display of arms or setting up
camps to collect funds in streets
and outside mosques. Also, they
would have to subject themselves
to regular audit. The code of con-
duct would bind the Jehadi outfits
not to print or publish provoca-
tive material that promotes the
“gun culture”. They would also
not be allowed to use military
uniforms or indulge in graffiti.

The Jehadi outfits would close
down their offices in cities and
would not be allowed to hold
public meetings, rallies or other
such activities, which “tarnishes”
Pakistan’s image at the interna-
tional level.

The paper said the draft code
had been prepared by the crisis
management cell working under
the supervision of Brig. Javed
Cheema. Leaders of all the Jehadi :
outfits would be summoned to
the Interior Ministry to sign the
code so that it could be imple-
mented properly.

Action would be taken against
violations. The Government was
also analysing measures to regu-
larise the accounts of Jehadi out-
fits. The difficult task ahead for
the military Government is evi-
dent from yet another murder in
sectarian violence in Lahore to-
day. A doctor was killed whe
motorcycle rider fired at hi
his automatic weapon.

om



F Peoples Party government was over-
thrown, accusations of gorruption
were made against it. These accusations
appeared in the press for two years
before a single court case was filed
before the judiciary in Pakistan against
its leaders.

In retrospect, it appears that the two
years of a media campaign took its toll on
otherwise respectable and well-meaning
citizens. These persons, who believe in
justice, drew wrong conclusions about
the corruption charges.

Without knowing it, they were brain-
washed by the media campaign. Even
when stories of torture and perjury were
printed in the press, there was a tendency
to ignore them. 1t was felt that if ‘billions
of dollars’ had been ‘stolen’ from the
country, it mattered little if the law was
played around with, so long as the money
was found and restored to the country.

This resulted in a grave miscarriage of
justice and the sentencing of a Prime
Minister and her spouse. When a human
rights agency called the investigation
“politically driven”, it was ignored. The
investigator boasted of torturing wit-
nesses to a British newspaper. The vic-
tims, rather than he, suffered. Special ret-
rospective laws were made and the prin-
ciples of justice thrown to the winds.
Even defence witnesses were denied to
the defence. Advertisements were taken
out in the press proclaiming the defen-
dants guilty before the verdict.

Yet those who could have spoken out
chose to remain silent. They had been
silenced by the intensity of the leaked
stories and leaked documents, numbed by
‘foreign courts’ legitimising, seemingly,
what was declared by the regime as the

‘gospel truth about its opponerits. In fact,

there are no trials in any foreign courts.
In Switzerland, there is an investigation
triggered by Islamabad’s wrong charges.
In Britain, there is a request by Islam-
abad to take statements from British res-
idents. Yet, such is the propaganda that
many people in good faith believed that
Judicial trials’ were taking place in for-
eign countries.

One of the leading principles of law is
that a person should be tried in a free and

‘fair atmosphere. Many trials are over-

turned when the public atmosphere is
prejudiced and vitiated. Unfortunately,
the false propaganda by the regime
destroyed chances of a fair trial for me.

When I announced my plans to return
to Pakistan as part of a democracy move-
ment, the regime decided to pressure
me further. I heard that they planned
to have my so-called conviction upheld
by the Supreme Court. Even though
the Pakistani Supreme Court contains
many honest and respected judges, it was
a matter of concern that a fair hearing
could be denied.

Pakistan’s fm'mef Prime Minister exposes the corruption that plagues its judicial system

rayer for justice

By BENAZIR BHUTTO

T

The Pakistani judiciary operates in an
all pervasive climate of coercion and
intimidation. It functions under the
sword of sacking, with half the judges
sent home soon after the military seized
power. .

Given the propaganda and the hostility
it created, it seemed that the military
regime would have its way. But god works
in mysterious ways. A miracle happened
that moves me deeply when I think of it.

An officer in the intelligence bureau of
Pakistan risked his career to answer the
voice of conscience. Shocked when tap-
ing conversations between the judge and
the Cabinet. he decided to write to the
President of Pakistan about it.

The Sunday Times came in possession
of the tapes and ran an investigative
story. That story was printed and 1
received a copy exactly as I met the Pak-
istani press in Washington. I was able to
give them the copies.

It was three weeks to General Mushar-
raf getting his way in using‘the army’ to
block my return to power through the
court process. Perhaps Musharraf too
was affected by the stories he had heard.

The story broke in Pakistan and it
shook the corridors of power. It shook
the conscience of the intellectuals who
were quick to rightly call for the judges
to step down and for an investigation
to take place.

The investigative story by the Sunday
Times contained explosive material. It
exposed taped conversations which left
littie doubt that the trial judge was black-

SPEAKING OUT: Benazir Bhutto outside Pakistan’s Central Prison, Karachi, 1997

mailed into giving the guilty verdict.
That even his wife believed the regime
wanted her husband to do an ‘injustice’.

Shockingly, the law minister of the
country was found taking over the con-
duct of the trial. The cabinet minister for
accountability was dictating the judg-
ment and haggling over the sentence. The
Chief Justice of the Lahore High Court
was urging the trial judge to obstruct
justice, otherwise “arrest warrants
would be issued”.

This sordid story is the story of how
justice died for a person who had been
prime minister of the country. Yet, this
was far from the first criminalisation
of justice. That unhappy story began
with the conviction of Prime Minister
Suhrawardy, again for corruption, in the
Fifties. It culminated in the hanging of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on the charge of mur-
dering a man who is still alive.

Yet, hecause propaganda can be so
lethal, some persons still find it hard to
accept the evidence before their eyes that
the Prime Minister was the victim and
the judge corrupt.

The dawning of the truth is a vindica-
tion. Yet the suffering endured is hardly
undone. But this is the age of account-
ability and transparency. The mental
agony could be worth it if from that
flowed a cleansing of a flawed process.

The exposure of corruption within the
judiciary gives an opportunity to the Pak-
istani judiciary to redeem itself by taking
action against the corrupt judges con-
cerned. It is also an opportunity for the

country to rebuild its institutions into
those fit for a country in the 21st century.

The former minister of interior and
the former Chief Justice of Pakistan
confessed that those in the previous
regime had ordered wire taps. As Prime
Minister, I believed 1 was wire-tapped in
my office and personal quarters.

Even as I write, my husband is being
wire-tapped and video-taped in the room
where he is held in solitary confinement,
with windows blackened. This invasion
of privacy must stop. Intelligence agen-
cies are part of all countries where they
are regulated by law. That is what's need-
ed in Pakistan.

Islam speaks against the politics of
slander. Yet, even as Islam’s second
largest country continues with innuen-
dos, gossip and slander which fail to
meet judicial tests of veracity, the West
moves on.

During my recent visit there, I found
leaders talk of ‘positive criticism’ and
‘non-personal attack pledges’. I was sur-
prised to find the Republican government
wooing the Democratic opposition to
create conducive conditions to foster
human goodwill.

American President Bush invited
Democratic Senator Kennedy to the
White House to watch a film. The friend-
ship act is to demonstrate that politicians
can have differences but ought to respect
each other. When human beings are
denuded of respect to serve a political
agenda, it’s the society that suffers even
more than the individual.

Since I left office, my country has sunk
into fiscal bankruptcy. The long shadow
of the military hangs over its future.
Unless derailed democracy is put back
onto track, the future holds more political
instability. That instability impoverishes
the country even as it forces its youth to
commiit suicide.

Sadly, there are too many too poor to
afford to live. Unless the judges in the hal-
lowed halls of the Supreme Court are
allowed to function freely, justice will lie
torn and tattered.

'm told that the military would prefer
my case to go for remand back to trial.
Back to more suffering and more special
courts and more judges blackmailed by
state institutions.

1 want none of that and seek an hon-
ourable acquittal. My appeal will argue
that is judicially due to me.

As I make my plea for an honourable
acquittal to put an end to a travesty of
justice that took place, I feel with me
the soul of my father. I feel with me the
souls of those who died because justice
refused to live.

For their sakes, as well as mine. [ pray
justice triumphs.

Benazir Bhutto wrote this article
exclusively for Hindustan Times
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy \A/

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 23. In an effort to
assuage the ‘hurt’ feelings of the
religious and militant outfits  in
Pakistan, the Interior Minister, Lt.
Gen. (retd) Moinuddin Haider,
said today that the Government
considered Kashmir an ‘unfin-
ished agenda’ and would not
backtrack on the issue.

The Minister's observations
came at the end of a day- long
interface with leaders of the lead-
ing religious and militant outfits
in Pakistan, organised by the well-
known Urdu daily, Jang. The dia-
logue between the Minister and
the clerics took place amid a rag-
ing controversy over his recent re-
marks on the resolve of the
military Government to put an
end to fund-raising in the name of
‘lehad’ (holy war) and the public
display of weapons.

It was a packed house with the
top brass of some of the leading
religious and militant outfits pre-
sent. These inctuded the chiefs of
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Syed Sa-
lahuddin, the Lashkar, Prof. Hafiz
Muhammad Sayeed, and the Al
Badr, Bakht Zameen.

The leaders, who have been en-
gaged in a war of words with the
Minister in the last few days, ven-
tilated their anger against the
Government for giving in to the
dictates of the West. They assert-
ed their determination to carry on
with ‘jehad’, a bounden duty.

The Minister was rather defen-
sive and gave an elaborate expla-
nation on the real intent of his
staternents. He argued that his ire
was directed essentially at the
outfits spreading sectarianism.

Pak. Mmlster

“We respect )ehadl o tﬁ&’s and The Lashkar did not believe in

we never called for giving up je-
had in Kashmir. We do §ay that
what is going on in Kashmir is in-
digenous jehad and not terror-
ism,” the Minister said.

The leaders of various jehadi
outfits conveyed their readiness
to cooperate with the Govern-
ment on issues relating to Pakis-
tan’s security but at the same
time wanted it to realise that it
was on account of their strikes
and activities in Kashmir that In-
dia had been forced to cease fire.

The Lashkar chief said ‘jehad is
Qurani verdict.” The U.S. that had
declared the Afghan war as a holy
war was opposing jehad because
it had no interest in Kashmir. The
mujahideen had no political mo-
tives but were fighting jehad for
‘suppressed Kashmiris.’

an open display of arms and the
allegation that the mujahideen
were responsible for promoting
gun culture, was baseless. Thou-
sands of rounds were fired in La-
hore during the Basant Festival
and no Lashkar activist was in-
volved. The Government itself
was promoting gun culture by al-
lowing the screening of Punjabi
films.

The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
chief organiser, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman Khalil, said had the Gov-
ernment talked to the outfits be-
fore issuing statements, the
situation would have been differ-
ent. If it had the names of those
who had been collecting extortion
money in the name of jehad, it
should disclose their names rath-
er than make unnecessary allega-

o

gbltfits

The Hizb chief said those .
who considered jehad a threat to
internal security were unaware of
ground realities. “We do get mil-
itary aid from Pakistan but in-
stead of admitting it, apologetic
attitude is being adopted in this
regard, which gives a negative im-
pact.”

Military pressure on India
should be intensified as the muja-
hideen had already rejected the
ceasefire. The ceasefire mightbe a
step towards the resolution of the
Kashmir issue but it was not a :
cure. The Al Badr chief, Bakht Za-
meen, regretting the Minister's
statement, said if the General had
any complaints against the jeha-
dis, he should have shared his
concern with them. The
ter's statement had convg¥ed a
wrong message.

Pak. sees plot to kill Bhat

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 23. Pakistan today alleged that
involvement of Indian authorities and agencies

Government.

could not be ruled out in the ‘plot’ to eliminate

the All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) leader,

Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat.

The charge was levelled in a press statement
released by the Pakistan Foreign Office even as
senior functionaries of the military government
continued to denounce the extension of the
ceasefire in Kashmir as a ‘gimmick’.

The Foreign Office statement condemned what
it termed as a plot to eliminate Prof. Bhat who
was saved by the timely detection of a grenade
planted in his car near Sopore. It said
circumstances surrounding the incident strongly

point to the involvement of Indian authorities
and quoted Prof. Bhat as saying that he
suspected the hand of the Farooq Abdullah

“The attempt on the life of Prof. Bhat is clearly

part of Indian machinations to weaken the
freedom struggle by eliminating its leaders and

people.

THE HINDU
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to spread terror among the people of Occupied
Kashmir. India’s claim that the incident was
caused by problems among the leaders of the
freedom movement is a futile attempt to cover
up its own responsibility,” the statement said.

In another development, the Director General,
Inter-Services Public Relations, Major Gen.
Rashid Qureshi, has said that the ceasefire
extension was meant only to hoodwink the world



Stand-off over %‘h&dls
come to terms

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA C}\
ISLAMABAD, FEB 23 %g ]

THE stand-off ‘between the*
Pakistan government and the Ji-
hadi groups over public display of
arms and forced collection of
funds is virtually over with the
armed religious
groups pledging to
abide by all “laws of
the land and work un-
der ‘rules and regula-
tions’.

This decision was
taken at a meeting of
representatives of Ji-

- hadi groups with Pak-
istan Interior Minister
Moin-u-Din Haider
and other top Pakistan &
government officials, ac-

thadl leaders assured the Min-
ister that their aim was not to creat
law and order or problems in Pak-
istan, but to “concentrate on their .
war against India”.

. The meeting, organised by the
Jung group, was attended by
supreme commander of Hizbul
Mujahideen Syed Salahuddin,
Maulana Fazutur Rehman Khalili
of Harkatul Ansar, Hafiz Saeed of

Pervez Musharraf  said that if was a wrong

harmed by Pakistan’s interference
. Mehdi Hassan endorsed the vj
of Dr Mubarak.

aul

ith Pa

Lashkar Toiba and other groups.
Sardar Abdul Qayoom Kltan and
Ajmal Khattak and Maulana Ab-
dul Gafoor were also present.

"The Minister made it clear that
the government would not allow
forced collections of donations on
the pretext of Jihad. The Jihadi
groups assured the

Minister they re-
-spected the law ang
f had no intentions & |
| violateit.

: Challenging the
Jihadi groups claim
that the entire nation
was  backing the
armed struggle in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Dr Mubarak, a |.
prominent - scholar,

impression. “Go to
Baloochistan and Sindh and you
will find out they had nothing to do
with Kashmir.”

He also criticised the govern-
ment for orienting its foreign pol-
icy on the Kashmir issue.

Dr Mubarak said that Kash-
miri people felt that their genuine
indigenous struggle has been

NDIAN EXPRESS
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ISLAMABAD, Feb. 22 -
stan Navy has planned to
! equip its submarines with nu-
clear missiles as part of its ef-
forts to gain qualitative edge
over India, Pakistan's deputy
chief of Naval  Staff,
. (operations), Rear Admiral M
Afzal Tahir, said.

Pakistan’s Navy had been
considerably strengthened
with the induction of indige-
nously built Agosta 90-B sub-
marines, he said. Rear Admi-
ral Tahir was speaking to re-
porters at the end of Pakistan.
Navy’s annual Arabian sea
exercises yesterday .

He said when it came to ach-
ieving nuclear balance, Paki-
stan was placed at a distinct
disadvantage .

India’s “aggressive” draft of
nuclear doctrine, which as-
sures no first use but keeps
options of a pre-emptive
strike open, is ambiguous and
worries Pakistan , he said.

Indian naval projects like
ATV and installation of
cruise missiles on naval plat-
forms were being developed
with considerable success.
This would give India an ex-
tended reach of not only a
second nuclear strike but also
the capability for convention-
al cruise missile attacks, he
said.

Pakistan now faces threat
from Indian submarines,
which, he said, were capable

to strike on shore targets
with medium range mswli/

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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Pak SC.uph

Mushirraf toup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 20. —
Pakistan’s Supreme Court has
upheld the October 1999 coup
by Gen Pervez
Musharraf and
said his remov-
al during his
absence by Mr
Nawaz Sharif
was an at-
tempt to create
dissension
among the
armed forces
which amoun-
ted to a crimi-
nal conspiracy.
Dismissing
petitions seek-
ing review 0
its may 2000 judgment, an 11-
member Bench yesterday,
nowever, observed that pro-
longed involvement of the ar-
my in civil and political af-
fairs of the country would af-
' fect its professionalism and
politicise the armed forces.
The Bench, headed by Chief
Justice Mr Irshad Hasan
Khan, dismissed the petitions
after the government’s counsel
told the court that he had been
instructed by the government

Gen Pervez Musharraf

to reaffirm the assurances giv-
en by Gen Musharraf that he
would hold elections in the
country before October 2002.
Upholding the Supreme
Court’s 12 May
2000 judgment
validating mili-
tary takeover, .
the Bench said |
he constitu-
ion provided
no solution to
he situation

| 1999, wherein .
# the army had '
no option but to
intervene to
save the coun-

try from fur-
ther chaos, collapse of law and
order, economic stability, jus-
tice, good governance and safe-
guard the integrity and sover-
eignty of the country.

The court reaffirmed that
the legitimacy accorded to the
present government was con-
ditional, inter-linked and in- 1
tertwined with the holding of
elections for national and pro-
vincial assemblies and the
Senate with the given time
frame of October 2002.
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By C. Raja Mohan ‘\’) ’)/

|SLAMABAD, FEB. 11. Is India falling apart?While
the Indian political class revels in the million
the country, many
among the intelligentsia here see the unravel-
ling of India.

A long-standing friend here counted more
than 20 ongoing conflicts within India, and
wondered how any state could hope ta survive
the depth and intensity of such turmoil across
a vast populous land.

In many ways, the expectation of wishful
thinking about a disintegrating India is a mir-
ror image of the perceptions in New Delhi
about a “‘failing state in Pakistan”. With very
flittle interaction between their civil societies,
and a declining intellectual capacity in both
sides to assess political developments across
the border, there is a big danger that false per-
ceptions in both countries might take root and
drive policy.

There is a view in New Dethi that by turning
its back on lslamabad. we could let Pakistan
stew in its own juice. I;‘qually strong is the view
in Pakistan that it could pull India down by
exploiting the many political faultlines in its
neighbour, which is seen as being some what
oversized and inconvenient.

Some in Pakistan also believe that the re-
cent Indian peace initiative in Kashmir might
be driven by political fatigue and the bleeding
of security forces there.

To be sure, there are saner voices on each
side which believe policies based on an early
colfapse of the other side are not rooted in
reality and end up costing poth nations dearly.
Many in Pakistan see the inherent strengths of
Indian democracy, and the fact that New Del-
hi is racing ahead on the economic and tech-
nological fr(yd‘ They also acknowledge the

impossibility of wresting Kashmir from india
by use of force and proxy wars. Some of them
also acknowledge the impossibility of main-
taining the much-vaunted political parity with
India in the fuwure.

These voices hope for some kind of a peace
with honour. If New Dethi wants to sustain the
current fledgling peace process with Islama-
bad, it must find a way 0 strengthen the voic-
es of sanity and reason there. Policies aimed at
avoiding all political contact with Pakistan and
denying a substantive interaction between the
o societies ends up boosting those in Isla-
mabad calling for a permanent confrontation
with India.

The issue at stake is not just the question of
a dialogue between the two governments and
the appropriate conditions for it. It is more
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about self-confidence in India fo allow
broader interaction between the two societies
what New Delhi needs is a strategy for en-
gagement with Pakistan at multiple levels. And
quite a bit of that can be done through uni-
lateral measures on the part of New Delhi.
This would involve, among others, allowing
political leaders, religious figures and intelli-
gentsia from Pakistan to visit India, travel
across the tand and find for themselves whee
its neighbour is headed.

K xk

Thanks to the deep distrust and the lack
enough interaction, extremist voices from orz
side get magnified on the other. Just as tb
sentiments of ‘jehadi’ groups get big play &
the Indian media, crazy voices in India ge
huge political attention here. There are ver,

e ut raveliing of India?

few who do not ask visitors from India about
the statement of the Shiv Sena leader, Mr. Bal
Thackeray, about “disenfranchising” Mus-
{ims. Or the proclamation of the RSS chief, Mr.
K. Sudarshan, that it was a bomb that brought
down the Babri Masjid.

Travelling within the subcontinental neigh-
bouthood is alwavs a productive exercise.
Conversations with academics, journalists
and politica! figures here serves o hold up a
mirror that brings into sharp view all the warts
on India's face. it reveals how deep the suspi-
don of India is among her neighbours, and the
kind of weight thev attach to marginal trends
in Indian politics.

Self-righteousness on India’s partis unlikely
to end unbelievable misperceptions about it
and the misreading of New Delhi’s intentions
in Pakistan. Only a sustained and multiple en-
gagement of the neighbours can turm the sit-
uation around. Does lndia have the patience,
self-control and sinartness in policy- making
to cope with the challenge?

LS

There is spring in the air in Islamabad. But if
you want to celebrate the end of a long and
cold winter, the place you should be in is La-
hore. Marking ‘basant’ is a great tradition in
Punjab that has survived the Pastition.

Lahoris turn their city into a fabulous carni-
val, and not even the religious fundamental-
ists can stop them from enjoying ‘basant’. In
recent years, extremist mullahs have gques-
tioned the celebratians of the secular spring
festval in Lahore. But with litile effect on La-
horis.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf himself is said to be
a great enthusiast for celebrating it. Last year,
he is believed to have travelled to Lahore to be
among friends during the festival//




Pak. lawyers plan stir
V10 restore statuteg rO

\ B\ B. Muralidhar Reddy

{SLAMABAD, FEB. 11. The military
government in Pakistan is con-
fronted with challenge to its au-
thority from unexpected quarters
— the lawyers’ community.

The advocates have decided to
observe a strike on February 27 in
support of their demand for res-
toration of the 1973 Constitution,
and an open and transparent in-
quiry into charges that the Nawaz
Sharif Government had ‘fixed’ the
former Prime Minister and Pakis-
tan People’s Party (PPP) leader,
Mrs. Benazir Bhutto, in a corrup-
tion case by ‘manipulating’ a few
judges.

The strike threat has come at a
juncture when the judiciary is
mired in a controversy over the
alleged fixing of case against Mrs.
Benazir Bhutto. The controversy

| erupted when the London-based

paper Sunday Times published
the reported taped conversations
between the judges who were try-
ing Mrs. Bhutto and important
functionaries in the Nawaz Sharif
Government.

The lawyers named in the Sun-
day Times report have alleged that
the tapes are fake. The scandal
has surfaced at a time when Mrs.
Bhutto has made known her de-
termination to end her exile and
return to Pakistan. Incidentally,
the appeal filed by Mrs. Bhutto
against the court conviction in
the corruption case is to come up
for hearing in the Supreme Court
on February 26.

It is not clear as to what has
prompted the lawyers to adopt a
pro-active step, particularly when
the mainstream politically parties
are maintaining a relatively low
profile after the exile of Mr. Na-
waz Sharif to Saudi Arabia.

The Alliance for Restoration of
Democracy (ARD), launched with
much fanfare days before Mr.
Sharif entered into a deal with the
military government, has just

about recovered from the rude
shock on account of the dramatic
exit of Mr. Sharif from the domes-
tic political scene.

The ARD suffered a further set-
back when the MQM — the other
important political party in the al-
liance — walked out in protest
against the refusal of the leaders
to endorse its demand for adop-
tion of the 1940 Lahore Resolu-
tion that envisaged maximum
autopomy to provinces. The
MOM also wanted the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) to apologise
for the excess committed by its
Government against its workers
during its regime.

in the changed context the A;{x\
decided to move on and at a |

meeting in Peshwar on Friday de-

cided to launch a movement
against the military Government
on March 23.

The Alliance is organising a ral-
ly in Lahore on March 23 in de-
fiance of the ban imposed by the
military Government on holding
of rallies and demonstrations.
The decision is seen more as a sig-
nal to Mrs. Bhutto to go ahead
with her plans to return to Pakis-
tan and take the Musharraf Gov-
ernment head on.

Mrs. Bhutto, who has been
weighing the pros and cons of her
return to Pakistan, is believed to
have directed her party workers to
prepare the ground for her grand
return. In an obvious effort to test
the waters, in the last few days the
PPP has been organising small
protest demonstrations in differ-
ent parts of the country.

And now comes the news about
the decision of lawyers to observe
a strike on March 23. Besides the
demand for restoration of the
1973 Constitution, they have also
raised the tapes scandal giving an
impression that they & with
the contention of s. Bhutto
that she is a vigih of ‘political
vendetta’.
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Masood Azhar

warns Pakistan
of a civil war

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA Q‘/’ A \K\

NEW DELHI, FEB 15

.+ BAKISTAN-based militant organisation Jaish-
e-Mohammag's chief, Maulana Masood Azhar, has

_wasned of aconfrontation between the military gov-

e¢rnment and jehadi groups if the latest order against
the public collection of funds for jehad (holy war)
was implemented. He has described the threat that
violators would be shot dead as “terrorism™. Azhar
wasone of the militants freed at Kandahar by the In-
dian Government in the hijacking drama.

“There was civil war in Algeria and Egypt when
their governments tried to put restrictions on jehad.
In Pakistan too some foreign powers want a con-
frontation between the military government and je-
hadi groups,” he said in an interview with Urdu

‘' BBClastnight.

Maulana Azhar described interior minister
Moinuddin Haider’s order against the public collec-
tion of funds for jehad as “un-Islamic” and said the
holy Quran has mentioned jehad a number of times.
He made it clear that the government’s ban on the
collection of funds for jehad would not be obeyed.

Azhar said Haider’s threat that those who dis-
play arms in public would be shot dead was sheer
terrorism. He, however, had no objection to the re-
striction on public display of arms.

Lt Gen Haider had told reporters in Karachi on
Monday that collection of money for jehad would
not be allowed in Pakistan. He had said there was
pressure on Pakistan from foreign countries to reinin
the jehadi groups. Even after his statement drew a
hostile reaction from militant groups operating
from Pakistan, he reiterated his determination to
implement the order the next day in Islamabad.

Lt Gen Haider had announced these restrictions
soon after his return from Kabul where he report-
edly discussed with the Taliban administration the
nagging problem of rabid sectarian elements taking
shelter in Afghanistan after acts of terrorism in his
country. -

But so far Haider has not been able to imple-
ment any of his ordersaffecting the jehadi groups.

|

.
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| ISLAMARAD, FEB. 13. The conventional wisdom

| that miktary rule drives political discourse un-
dergroupd does not hold in Pakistan today.
More thhn a year after Gen. Pervez Musharraf

| proclaimed himself the Chief Executive, there
is a vibrant public debate about the future of
Pakistan.

! Political life under Gen. Musharraf, which
has been described as “military rule without
martial law’”’, has seen very few restrictions
against the press. The liberals in the English
press and the radicals in the Urdu papers de-
nounce the failings of the military rule every
day.

The talking heads, a thriving tribe here,
agree on one basic feature of current politics
in Pakistan — there is a political vacuum that
will soon need to be filled.

There has been a “predictable curve’ in ev-
ery bout of military rule in Pakistan, a knowl-
edgeable observer of the scene here says. The
initial welcome against the misrule of the civil-
jans followed by a grudging tolerance as the
initial expectations are belied and the final
search for an alternative.

In the case of Gen. Musharraf, the political
cycle has moved quicker, thanks to the
changed international environment and the
nature of domestic politics. There is a general
agreement that the military will find it difficult
to hang on to power, beyond the deadline of
three years set by the Supreme Court.

With the half-way mark approaching soon,
jockeying among the political forces has be-
gun to shape the outcomes after October 2002,

" when the military rule is expected to come to
an end. The mainstream parties, the conserva-
tive Jamat-e-Islami, and the radical Islamic
parties are all hoping to fill the political vacu-
um.

* K ¥

“The first stone has been cast against the
military rule”, the affable spokesman of the
Pakistan People’s Party, Mr. Farhatullah Babar
told The Hindu.

Mr. Babar was referring to the recent deci-
sion by the Alliance for Restoration of Democ-
racy, a group of opposition parties, including
the two major parties, the PPP and the rival
Pakistan Muslim League, to defy the military
regime’s ban on political rallies.

The PPP has already organised some rallies,
and more are to be held between now and
March 23 when the big gathering is planned.

test against the regime has been picked up.

A Government spokesman condemned the
ARD decision but did not explicitly reject it.
Meanwhile the Lawyers Association of Pakis-
tan, which has always been a powerful politi-
cal force, is planning strikes in favour of the
restoration of democracy.

The military regime'’s strategy will be aimed
at dividing the political parties, and given the
rivalry amongst them it is not too difficult for
the military to exploit the cleavages.

The big hope within the PPP is that the
promised return of the former Prime Minister,
Ms. Benazir Bhutto, will galvanise the move-
ment to restore civilian rule. There is no ques-
tion, however, that Ms. Bhutto’s credibility has
been damaged considerably over the years.

But the PPP hopes that the disenchantment
with military rule changes the context. It be-
lieves that the different approaches the mil-
itary has adopted towards Mr. Nawaz Sharif,
who has been exiled despite conviction, and
Ms. Bhutto, who is threatened with incarcer-
ation despite her pending appeal against con-
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viction in the higher courts, will help people
understand Benazir's demand for a fair trial.

Mr. Babar says Ms. Bhutto has decided to
come back, but wants her return to be “part of
a movement for the restoration of democracy
and not an isolated event’. As the PPP at-
tempts to prepare the ground for her return
and the opposition moves onto the streets,
politics in Pakistan may be headed for inter-
esting times.

* kX

“Yes, there is a sense that the moment is at
hand"”, a scholar here associated with the Ja-
mat-e-Islami (JI) told The Hindu, when we
asked him if the party was ready to fill the
political vacuum in Pakistan.

“You cannot ignore the JI in Pakistan”, Mr.
Khalid Rahman, the articulate executive direc-
tor of the Institute for Policy Studies declared.
Neither the liberal Pakistani view that the Ja-
mat has no room in a future political set up
nor the expectation that the party is ready to
take over are accurate, according to Mr. Rah-
man.

He pointed out that the JI had partj pated
in some earlier civilian coalitiop”Govern-
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will fill the political vacuum?

)}ByzRaja Mohan H 9 l /> The crowds were not large, the courage to pro-

ments, and is a more “mature political force
now’’, Mr. Rahman said in response to a ques-
tion whether the JI can ever become a party of
governance.

But he conceded there was & strong view in
the party about the “need to invent an image
of a winning party”. “If the Taliban can run a
Government in Afghanistan, the J1 is far better
equipped to rule Pakistan.”

Commenting on the visit of the JI chief, Qazi
Hussain Ahmad to the U.S. a few months ago,
Mr. Rahman said the trip “reinforced the par-
ty’s image as a more moderate face of Islam in
Pakistan”. He added Mr. Ahmad had also trav-
elled to China.

* Kk

Meanwhile the radical Islamic forces have
an agenda of their own. Many of them believe
crusading for Islam abroad must be accompa-
nied by forcing the pace of Islamic revolution
at home. They are stepping up the pressure on
Gen. Musharraf to introduce more stringent
Islamic laws in the country.

Make no mistake, the jihadis are no longer
on the fringe of Pakistani political life. Gen.
Musharraf has said that only about five to ten
percent of the population are extremist as if
that is a small number in a country of nearly
140 million.

A Pakistani English monthly, Newsline, in its
latest issue has reported that more and more
recruits to the radical Lashkar-e-Taiba are
coming from universities, colleges and unem-
ployed urban youth. They are more motivated
than the recruits from the traditional madras-
sas who are said to make up only ten per cent
of the volunteers, the journal says. Stories
abound of desperate middle-class parents,
who are unable to persuade their sons to re-
turn home from the revolution.

* X X%

On the sprawling Quaid-e-Azam university
campus here, cool looking boys and girls hang
out in groups. There are wall posters of the
Student Council inviting the members to join
the Valentine's Day party tomorrow. Store
keepers downtown tell us about the huge de-
mand for Valentine’s Day cards.

The struggle in Pakistan may not only be
about filling the political vacuum in Islama-
bad. It is also about capturing the minds of the
younger generation torn between the call
the Jihad and the allure of Westernigation.

(Concluded)




~Pak not to switch
to federal sys

Islamabad, Feb. 12 (PTI): The
Pakistan government denied that
General Pervez ' Musharraf
planned to take over ag'bxecutive
President and added that it had no
intention to replace the parlia-
mentary system of governance.

“The parliamentary system
will not be replaced by the presi-
dential form of government — it
will remain intact,” the official
news agency APP quoted a gov-
ernment spokesman as saying last
night. The spokesman added that
the regime had no plans to pro-
mote a new political party.

“That is a far-fetched idea that
one favourite party can be
brought to the fore — it is simply
not plausible,” he said referring to
the speculation that the regime
would support a party being
formed with dissidents from de-

posed Prime Minister Nawaz |

Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League
(PML). The spokesman said the
regime’s view was that those
politicians who had plundered the
national wealth should not be al-

lowed to returh to power. The
clarification followed intense
speculation here that Musharraf
was planning to extend his rule by
changing the Constitution from
parliamentary democracy to a
presidential form of government.
The first challenge to Mushar-
raf’s rule came two days ago when

lawyers decided to boycott the |

courts on February 27 to demand
an end to army rule and restora-
tion of democracy.

A earthquake of mild intensity
jolted parts of northern Pakistan
today but there was no immediate
report of any damage, the Pak-
istan meteorogical department
said. The tremor occurred at 3.2)
pm (10.21 am GMT) and meas
4.7 on the Richter Scale.
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By C. Raja Mohan M() - \

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 12. With less than a handful of
Taliban Embassies around the world, there
was no question of not visiting the most im-
portant of these in a leafy enclave of the Pakis-
tani capital. There are tough but
casual-looking men in pathan suits hanging
around to safeguard the mission.
' We are ushered in politely after informing
the sentry about the appointment with the Ta-
liban Ambassador, Mr. Abdul Salam Zaeef,
who had readily agreed to meet the two re-
porters from The Hindu, despite the very short
notice. It is a large house but furnished aus-
terely.

We wait for Mr. Zaeef in a small conference
room. Some of the maps on the wall are a bit
outdated as they refer to the nation as the
Demacratic Republic of Afghanistan. Mr.
Zaeef represents the new Istamic Emirate of
Afghanistan that has been recognised only by
three countries — Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. Afghanistan, im-
poverished by a brutal civil war for more than
two decades, is now under international sanc-
tions imposed bythe United Nations for sup-
porting international terrorism. But there is a
| mood of defiance here.  Mr. Zaeef, the un-
assuming Ambassador of the Taliban, has
sharp piercing eyes. At the end of a 40-minute
conversation, his message to India is at once
conciliatory and hard. “‘Afghans can only be
bought by friendship and not enmity,” he
warned. “We can be very good friends or very
strong enemies,” Mr. Zaeef suggested.

Speaking through an interpreter, he made
explicit the strong Taliban desire to engage
India. Proposing “normal relations” with In-

dia and “non-interference’ in each other’s in-
ternational affairs, Mr. Zaeef said “this is the
pasic right of one neighbour over the other.”

Living in the same region, the envoy said,
India and Afghanistan must have “diplomatic
relations and commercial ties.” Indian dele-
gations, Mr. Zaeef said, were welcome in Af-
ghapistan “to find the realities for
themselves.”

“Never in history we have done anything
wrong against India,” Mr. Zaeef went on; but
he argued, “it is ironic to know that India is
helping our opponents and running a propa-
ganda campaign against us.”" Now the hard
part of the message comes through.

“Any support to the forces of opposition in
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the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,” the envoy
said, “amounts to interference in the internal
affairs of Afghanistan and prolongs the war...
We do not meddle in the affairs of other coun-
tries, and we want the others to follow the
same principle.

Questioned on the Taliban's backing to ter-
rorist groups in Kashmir, he denied there was
any such support. While dismissing what he
cailed “international propaganda against the
Taliban,” He argued that before this Govern-
ment took charge, there were terrorist camps
in Afghanistan. But they had been shut down
now, he insisted.

Mi. Zaeef went on to explain the Taliban
position on Kashmir. “We do not want atroc-
ities to be committed against Kashmiri peo-
ple.” But would he condemn all violence,
including by the terrorist groups? “We con-

THE HINDU

an wants to engage India

demn any acts of violence by any party. We
want to see the Kashmir issue resolved
through peaceful dialogue.”

On the concerns about the Taliban's export
of its extreme ideology, Mr. Zaeef said there
were two elements to the issue. “If someone
wants to follow the example of the Taliban, we
cannot stop them, but we do not want to ex-
port our ideology to any other nation.”

Throughout the interaction, the Afghan en-
voy sought to dispe} the notion that the Tali-
ban was acting as Pakistan’s proxy. "1t is clear
from our history that we are an independent
people. We only follow the injunctions of Al-
lah, our creator. We don’t accept bondage to
any other nation,” he declared.

As an example of Afghan independence, he
pointed to the recent refusal of Kabul to ac-
cept demands from Islamabad to hand over
terrorists wanted in Pakistan. “If there is any
one who committed crime in Afghanistan, and
there is evidence against him, we will try him
in Afghanistan or extradite him.”

Arguing that there must be evidence against
the individual accused of crime, Mr. Zaeef
suggested that the rules were the same —
whether it was the United States’ desire to get
hold of Osama bin Laden or Pakistan's ve-
quest. Media reports here suggest that the Pa-
kistan Interior Minister, Mr. Moinuddin
Haider had to come back empty-handed after
a meeting with Afghan authorities last week.

Mr. Zaeef emphasised that Afghanistan had
good relations with Pakistan. But the relation-
ship, he said, “‘is never an obgtacle to have
good relations with anyone glee.” He suggest-
ed that the bad relatio etween India and
Pakistan “will not % an impact on Indo-
Afghan ties.”
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\e\ By C. Raja Mohan

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 10. “Half the size of Arlington
Cemetery and twice as dead”. That is an
American description of the capital city of Pa-
kistan. A small sleepy town, with some im-
pressive big buildings on empty boulevards,
Islamabad could easily bring you to tears from
sheer boredom.

The perception that Islamabad has so little
to offer is widely shared in Pakistan. For citi-
zens hailing from the bustling Karachi or his-
toric Lahore, Islamabad is a ghost town of
bureaucrats and diplomats. Its wide and tree-
lined avenues and unpolluted atmosphere

! make it so different from the older cities. No

wonder that many here believe Istamabad is
just ten minutes from Pakistan. Barely miles
outside the capital is Rawalpindi, an old and
chaotic town that reminds one of any other
North Indian city.

Even the few brochures on Islamabad you
manage to pick up are very defensive about
the local and foreign condescension that is
heaped on this town. They insist that it will
take years to build a capital city. “After all,
Rome was not built in a day”’. Life in Islama-
bad is hardly three decades old.

But the derisive and traditional descriptions
of Islamabad may be increasingly outdated.
Like many other capital cities built out of no-
where, Islamabad is beginning to acquire a life
and character of its own. As growing numbers
of the middle class opt to stay here and call it
their home, there is a new pride and con-
sciousness of the city and its environs.

There is no way of discounting the quiet
pleasures of living in a secure, federal territory.
Shopping in the few market places can be un-
hurried and enjoyable. Restaurants offering
different types of cuisine, including Western
and oriental, are reasonably priced.

Located in the eastern slopes of crescent-
shaped Margalla hills, Islamabad has a few
things to offer if you make the effort. On the

s Ten minutes from Pakistan!

Western slopes of Margalla are the ancient ru-
ins of Taxila that were discovered in the early
years of the 20th century. The spectacular
mountains of Murree are just a few hours of
drive away, when you want to escape the op-
pressive heat in the summer.

There is the man-made Rawal lake and Dam
near by that draws people outdoors. The hills
around the city are being landscaped and de-
veloped. A national park is shaping up on
Shakarparian hills. But much like India, there
is no real awareness here of the commercial
potential of tourism. And you would wonder
what some other countries would have done

ISLAMABAD DIARY-lI

with the few assets nature has endowed this
city with. If you are an Indian and determined
enough to travel around Islamabad, you better
get separate visas for Rawalpindi and the Mur-
ree hills.

* ¥ K

People from Lahore, which is the heart and
soul of Pakistan, do not even bother to hide
their contempt for Islamabad. They gripe
about the absence of a cultural scene or in-
tellectual vigour in their capital Remember,
much the same things used to be said about
New Delhi a few decades ago. Centralisation
and federal subsidies have a way of gathering
artists and intellectuals. ‘

Culture might take a while coming to Isla-
mabad, but inteliectual life is beginning to be
sighted here. The Qaid-e- Azam university has
grown into a major institution. Think-tanks
have begun to proliferate and there is enough
and more to occupy policy wonks, particularly
on international and security affairs.

Institutes focusing on social sector and
which hope to lobby the government have also
been set up. A few Western Joundations work
hard to liven up the place. Some religious par-

THE H'NDy

e T e

\!
ties, too, have set up their own think-tanks
that focus on national, political and interna-
tional developments.

A couple of excellent bookstores here bring
you latest academic work and fiction from all
over the world. Books from India are abun-
dant. Work on Afghanistan and Central Asia
appears to be very popular, thanks to the new
political romance of the Pak intelligentsia with
that part of the world.

* k%

Persistent Afghans are at every market place
trying to sell their stone wares and metal trin-
kets. As life becomes unbearable in Afghan-
istan, migrants are ali over looking for any way
of earning small sums of money.

But it is not just poor Afghans you get to see
in this town. At a motel on the outskirts of
Islathabad, we stumbled into an Afghan mid-
dle class wedding. What a scene it was!

The bride was in flowing milky white robes;
and the groom was dressed in a black suit. A
tall layered cake completed the Western style
wedding. We were told these were the more
well- to-do Afghans who had migrated from
Kabul when the Russian troops left Afghan-
istan and the Islamists began their ruinous in-
ternecine fight for the city.

The wedding party showed flashes of the
love for good life in Kabul two decades ago.
Barring a few older people, most of the 300-
odd guests were in Western dresses — men in
suits and women in dresses. Some older wom-
en mver their heads; but there was no woman
in aveil.

A male singer was belting out songs in Per-
sian lae into the night. An attractive lady en-
courages boys and girls, men and women to
come to the floor — they do and dance wit
abandon. Finally, a man in a pathan suit t
joins in. ¥ you were looking for the Tal,
and their <adical associates in Pakis
was not the place to find them!

\\/




T oys and sorrows of Track-II

By C. Raja Mohan

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 9. So near, yet so far. Pakistan
is geographically close but remote and inac-
cessible to most Indians. That is particularly
true for Indian jourhalists, not usually wel-
come across the border. Travelling to Pakistan
is always an attractive proposition, given the
great difficulty of getting a visa.

The best way of reaching Pakistan these
days is to join the growing traffic of Track-Il
diplomacy between the two rival nations in
the subcontinent. Over the last decade, there
has been increasing interaction between re-
tired diplomats and soldiers, academics, jour-
nalists and political activists of the two
countries who discuss everything from war
and peace to social issues.

It is cheaper to fly from New Delhi to Isla-
mabad than going by air to Mumbai or other
metros in India. But it is neither easy nor com-
fortable. Over the last five decades, India and
Pakistan have, with great determination, de-

. cided to make things difficult for themselves.

out of the hold and re-identified, before the

There is no direct flight between the two
capitals. A journey that should take barely an
hour now takes nearly a quarter of a day, as
one takes a hopping flight through Lahore.
The tight security, unavoidable given the state
of relations between the two countries, makes
the flight that much more irritating.

A frequent flyer to Pakistan on Track-ll en-
gagement is fully prepared to brave many dif-
ficulties to get to the other side. But not for an
hour-long wait on the Palam tarmac. This time
it was not the cussedness of either the Indian
or Pakistani officials.

A European gentleman enraged the passen-
gers and crew of the Pakistan International
flight by deciding to deplanc after having
boarded the aircraft. He was apologetic but
had no reason to offer for the sudden fear of

i flying. Thanks to the Dutchman’s loss of

nerve, all the passengers had to deplane and
the aircraft had to be searched for any un-
wanted object. All the luggage had to be pulled

flight could take off. Would we get across in
one piece? There was not much time to bite
one’s nails. In barely forty minutes we landed

e D 12

1 systems in Pakistan are geared for the
rich and the powerful. They work efficiently
when you are a VIP or have the bearing of one.
Oife was less worried about an undiscovered
bdmb on the flight than clearing immigration
and customs, picking up luggage, and getting
a new boarding card for the connecting do-
mestic flight that was all set to depart for Isla-
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mabad. A nightmare if one went through the
normal channels.

Imagine missing the flight and getting stuck
in Lahore without a visa for the great city. In-
dia and Pakistan generally give only city-spe-
cific visas — part of the hoary subcontinental
tradition of making things miserable for their
citizens. Having travelled on the route for
many years, we knew the trick was in entering
the VIP lounge and having all the things above
done for us by the protocol department. That
precisely was what we did by announcing our-
selves as an Indian delegation. Ties and jack-
ets always make it easier.

With so few Indians travelling to Pakistan
these days, delegations from Delhi are a curi-
osity and treated with warmth and respect by
the Pakistani officialdom. Once. you are in
charge of the Pakistani protocol, you are treat-
ed to extraordinary efficiency and courtesy,
rarely seen on the-Indian side at least by ordi-
nary mortals like us. All formalities were com-
pleted in a matter of minutes and boarding
cards rushed to us as we walked towards the
plane.

X Kk

It is a great pleasure to hang out in the La-
hore VIP lounge as you wait for the flight to
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Islamabad. There is a good chance of running
into someone familiar or interesting from the
thin upper crust of Pakistan. And we did.
 An old and aristocratic looking couple walk-
ed up to us to find out if we were the Indian
delegation. They were looking for the leader,
who could not make it for the trip.

The conversation with the gentleman, Mr.
Masood Hasan, was indeed rewarding. Like
many scions of the pre-Partition Indian elite
he had gone to the Doon School, passing out
'n 1940. Nostalgia for the good old days is nat-
tral for that generation which lived in a very
dfferent subcontinent.

3ut Mr. Hasan was putting nostalgia to good
woik. He has recently set up the Chand Bagh
Scheol near Lahore, modelled entirely after
his alma mater. Chand Bagh itself is the name
of the rich horticultural estate in which the
prestigious Doon School was set up. The fully
residential school is barely two years old and
Mr. Hasan hopes to have it running at full
capacity in a few more years.

EREIE

On the half-an-hour flight to Islamabad, a
young executive sitting in the next seat figures
out quickly I am part of the Indian delegation.
“Are you on Track-1l diplomacy,” he wants to
know, in a barely concealed skeptical tone.
“What do you guys get done any way,” he
wanted to know.

At a loss of words to answer such a direct
question on Track-1l, I confess that Indo-Pak.
Track-1I these days might be a bit behind
Track 1. Interesting ideas, I tell him, might be
ﬂqating through back-channels between the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the Chief Executive of Pakistan, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

How else could one explain the recent mo-
mentum for a dialogue between the two na-
tions? Can Track-1I go beyond defending the
stated positions of the respective Govern-
ments and look for a way of pushing the fledg-
Ing peace process that appears to be caught

p in some political difficulty?




Step down, Jamaat chief
“‘Q s Musharrat .

\
|SLAMABAD, FEB. 9. The Jamaat-e-Islami chief, Qazi Hussain
Ahmad, has urged the military ruler and the Pakistan Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to demonstrate “moral
courage” and step down as Army Chief when his tenure ends
in later part of this year.

()azi Hussain Ahmad has been quoted as saying in an Urdu
daily that Gen. Musharraf should appoint a senior General of
merit in his place; such a step would strengthen discipline in
the Army.

The remarks made by the chief of the largest religious
organisation in Pakistan is yet another indication of the pres-
sure on Gen. Musharraf from right-wing parties despite his
efforts to keep them in good humour. Gen. Musharraf was
perceived to be a liberal when he took over in October 1999
but his image took a beating within months when he re-
versed his decision to amend the proceduse for registration
of cases under the blasphemy law.

The Qazi has been engaged in war of words with Gen.
Musharraf in the last few months. This has surprised observ-
ers as the Jamaat has always been close to the military estab-
lishment. There has been a noticeable change in the attitude
of the Jamaat towards the military government ever since the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen announced the short-lived unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir. The Jamaat suspected the hand of Gen.
Musharraf behind the cease- fire.

The Hizb was considered the militant wing of the Jamaat
and the Qazi was livid over the ceasefire. The Qazi, who was
on a tour to the U.S., cut short his visit and not only de-
nounced the ceasefire but severed the links of his organisa-
tion with the Hizb. /




’;{IN HER most candid interview since 1988, Be-
nazir Bhutto, twice elected prime minister of
Pakistan, reveals the extent to which successive
civilian governments have been held hostage,
and destabilised, by the ‘security apparatus’ of
the military. Bhutto explains the helplessness of
the civilian governments in the face of intelli-
gence-inspired disinformation on the one hand,
and ideologically motivated illegal activities of
“rogue elements’ of the army on the other. She
argues that the security apparatus of the country
is out of control and that no government can
hope to function smoothly unless these elements
are brought under a formalised command
structure that prevents them from taking on
the role of a state within a state. *‘Blaming politi-
cians alone for tarnishing democracy is actually
less than half the story”, she argues. Here, she
explains why.

You have presided twice over a controlled
democracy. What have you learnt from the
experience?

There is a tendency in Pakistan, due to mili-
tary dictatorships and one-man rule, to think
that one person can make all the difference. But
in a democratic system, it is not just one person
that makes a difference. A democratic ruler,
such as myself, functions within the confines of
the constitution. We need a civic consensus on
what a constitution should be and what consti-
tutes freedom and plurality. | had to work on
the mandate I was given and that is why I say
that we did not achieve much. I had to work
with the 8th amendment and a president who
could sack the prime minister. In other words,
sor clements in the intelligence agencies used
t president when they felt I was becoming too

owerful. They never allowed us enough time
to elect members of the senate which would
have made my pary - and the democratic
forces - stronger. Thereal solution lies not with

any individual. T can only give a clarion call.
Then it depends on the masses whether they
rally around that call to say that they want a
constitution based on the supremacy of the will
of the people and that the prime minister and
parliament must determine national security
and not the military.

You are accused by many of having compro-
mised the 11-year old political struggle by
} _ agreeing to cohabit with an
establishment that is innately
hostile to democratic gover-
nance. Thereby, you allowed
yourself to be used by the en-
emies of what you stood for.
How can one be sure that you
will not allow that to happen

in?

PAKISTAN

That is only partially true. I
had two terms and two records. In my first term,
I did dictate the security agenda and 1 was
overthrown because of that. But the liberal
forces that should have stood by me failed
to do so. And therefore, in my second term, I
went in for a historic compromise. I accept my
part of the responsibility but others must own
up to theirs’. Secondly, I have never been a be-
liever in armed struggle. There are two ways to
reform - either through constitutionalism or
through revolution. If I am elected, I am duty
bound to function within the ambit of the
constitution. Consequently 1 am unable to give
up guarantees I am asked for. Those guarantees
can only be provided by the voter by giving the
PPP enough of a majority to change the
constitution If you vote me in with enough of a

majority tp chdnge the constitution, then yes, I
can do things differently. But if you vote me in
with a motR-eaten majority, then I have to live
within the likpitations of the mandate. ,

Are you)calling, in effect for a new
constitution?

T am calling for the removal of the Zia-dictat-
ed distortions in the 1973 constitution. The 73
constitution was a federal, democratic, unani-
mous and Islamic constitution and I stand by it.
Under it, the concurrent list should have been
abolished in 1983 (in areas such as education,
health, population, information - these belong
in the domain of the provinces). This has not
happened. Under the 73 constitution, only the
parliament can decide which laws are repug-
nant to Islam. But under this distorted-constitu-
tion, the Shariat bench decides such issues. This
creates fiscal crises such as the one on the riba.
Thus, you see, there is a world of a difference
between what the 73 constitution was and what
it has become Crucially, the 73 constitution did
not give the president the power to act as the
mouthpiece of the military. The actions of an
unelected dictator were indemnified in the con-
stitution, including laws in the name of religion
such as the blasphemy law which has less to do
with blasphemy and more to do with the perse-
cution of minorities. What 1 am saying, in
essence, is that we need to revisit the Quaid’s
dream which constitutionally manifested itself
in the 1973 constitution.

Will you validate General Musharraf’s
amendments to the constitution?

It depends on what the amendments are. My
party is opposed to validating Musharr: fs

The security ag/parah% has run amok: Benazir

amendments but if Musharraf announces the
repeal of the separate electorate (imposed by
Zia), I would validate it. Your question is gener-
al,if there is a reformist agenda, in keeping with
the liberal aspirations, yes, I would validate it.

But if an amendment creates National Security
Council through which the military can get rid
of political governments that fail to toe the line.
I would oppose it. When I use the term ‘mili-
tary’, I do not mean the armed forces as such. I
think the security apparatus has run amok. I

think a different kind of NSC is needed to
bring the security apparatus under the rule of
law -not under the rule of a prime minister
but under the rule of law. Let me give you an
example. When I became prime minister, they
came to me and said they wanted to increase
the intelligence corps but I rejected the propos-
al. But when I was overthrown in 1990, the
same proposal was approved by Mr Mustafa
Jatoi. And nbw we have seven different intelli-
gence agencies playing politics right down to
the tehsil level.

Can yon provide further examples of how the
military establishment and the intelligence
agencies operated to destabilise democracy
during your first tenure?

I'have two witnesses who tell me that they at-
tended two similar meetings arranged by a
then-serving corps commander during my first
term. In these meetings, the corps commander,
Nawaz Sharif and Osama Bin Laden were pre-
sent. Osama Bin Laden was told that a woman
in this position was against Islam so he should
give them money to overthrow me and then
Nawaz said that he would bring Islam to Pak-
istan. Does the public think these things need to
be investigated independently or not? No one
had heard of Osama Bin Laden then. I had not
either. He is famous now. In those days, he was
unknown but he was sitting there and interfer-
ing in my government.

As a popularly elected leader, why did you
not see fit to share this information with the
people of Pakistan while you were in power?

I believe I won four elections. Twice the gov-
ernments were destabilised. And twice,

partisan administrations conducted elections ?
and ensured the defeat of the PPP. The DG ISI, |
Hameed Gul, admitted to influencing the
1988 elections. The DG ISI, Asad Durrani,
admitted to influencing the 1990 elections.
In the 1997 elections, 150 computers were
bought from a man - I know him to rig the
election. I wrote a letter to the president
saying that the election will be rigged. The com-
puters were installed in Model Town. The
returning officers (the presiding officers) wef
given lists with 50 to 100 names missing on
each. After the elections, the election commis-
sion computers were hacked into and the addi-
tional votes in those polling stations were
added to the tally.

I made mistakes and I am prepared to
admit them but so must others. Others also owe
it; they owe it to their armed forces, to the peo-
ple of Pakistan and to the Muslim world. We
call the last decade the decade of dirty democ-
racy. I see it as one when we pretended democ-
racy but principally conspired against a democ-
ratically elected leader and her government.

Secondly, my agenda was not to fight with
the military and the security apparatus. My
agenda was to change the destiny of the people
of Pakistan. And I am proud of my efforts in
that respect.

Will the generals be required to testify before
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission you
are proposing?
We need a figure like Mandela or Bishop Tutu, /
someone with great moral authority to preside f
over it. Then, we need the victims to start com
ing first. Not the serving generals but the victm §
must be called first. Once we start with the tor {
tured and the coerced, we wil get a paper trai’
back to those responsible.
® She spoke to Syed Ali Dayan Hasan of Th’
Herald Annual. -
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Musharfaf’s promg S0

EVERY TIME Pakistan has witnessed an army ta
common people have sighed with relief. But each time a mili- /
tary ruler was obliged to hand power back to a civilian forma-
tion, the public mood was also one of happmess — at least till
the civilians made a mess of things yet again. It might therefore
be rather premature to speculate on the shape of things in
Pakistan by the time General Pervez Musharraf is called upon
to meet the October 2002 deadline set by the Supreme Court
to restore democracy. At the moment, the Chief Executive
Officer has given a solemn undertaking to the apex court that
he would hold elections across the country by that date. It used
to be said that General Zia-ul-Haq’s hair would stand on end
every time someone mentioned elections in his presence. The
story might be apocryphal, but it says something about an army
man’s dislike for a popular contest. It may be recalled that
General Zia exceeded his original three months tlme limit to
| hold elections by well over a decade. tl&

Theoretically, the best time for a military uler to goihfora
popular vote is soon after the takeover. For that is when he
appears hugely popular with the public. For a few weeks, or
may be some months, the roads are regularly swept and public
servants do their job. But it doesn’t take long for things to
return to their original mode. While the people become disen-
chanted, the military rulers develop new habits and ambitions
that make the corrupt politicians of the past look like novices
in the art of misdemeanour. In the present case, much will
depend on how General Musharraf is able to deal with the two
main civilian contenders for the top job.

His recent ‘deal’ with Nawaz Sharif has come in for a lot of
flak as it has been widely perceived as a cynical arrangement
| with an arch rival to ensure that the CEO could sleep better.

Since the General could not hang Mr Sharif, he had him exiled.

The cases against Benazir Bhutto are likely to keep her tied

down in the foreseeable future, aithough the revelation that

Sharif had influenced the court would help her marginally. But

the General’s main worry will be how much of the initial go

line is over. For no military man likes to relinqujsh power
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Pak pap?}closed down for blasphemy

Mubashir Zaidi
Islamabad, January 30

Wi

THE AUTHORITIES in Peshawar
ordered immediate closure of an
English daily The Frontier Post and
arrested five of their employees last
cvening saymy that the newspaper
carried a controversial letter in its
issuc of January 27 containing blas-
phemous remarks about Prophet
Mohammed.
The Frontier Post had carried a

letter, received via c- mail, appar- -

ently written by a Jew named Ben
Dzac titled 'Why Muslims hate
Jews' in letters to the Editor por-
tion. A city magistrate raided The

Frontier Post office and arrested
five journalists saying that the con-
tents of the letter were derogatory
and sacrilegious and hurt the feel-
ings of Muslims.

Home and Tribal Affairs
Secretary Mazhar Ali Shah said the
newspaper had carried a sacrile-
gious piece, and the district admin-
istration would deal with the mat-
ter. He said that the police had
arrested the five employees under
Section 295-C of the Blasphemy

Act, which carries a punishment of

life imprisonment or death penalty.

Those arrested are: Aftab Ahmed
(News Editor); Imtiaz Hussain
(Chirf Reporter); Qazi Sarwar

Q}‘MLQ’H

(Senior sub-editor); Munawar
Mohsin (in charge of the opinion
page) and Wajihullah (page
maker). The publication of the let-
ter sparked widespread protests in
the city and religious activists burnt
tyres and bloc ked main Jamrood
Road lcading to Peshawar.
However the newspaper's man-
agement in a statement said that
the administration and the mem-
bers of The Frontier Post offer
unqualiticd apology on the publica-
tion of highly blasphemous matcri-
al masquerading as a letter to the
editor, and identifies with the
injured feclings of the nation over
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“All we can say at this point is that
the matter is the outcomte of 4 con-
spiracy. The conspiracy, we aver,
was not against The Frontier Post
alone, but also against the people
and the government of Pakistan,
and the whole Ummah.” it adds.
"We are looking into the matter on
organisational level, and persons
apparently involved in the dastardly
act have been suspended pending
inquiry. We have also fodged a com-
plaint with the police, nonunating
the persons we suspect, it said.
Additionally. we have called on the
authoritics to conduct a judicial
probe into the aftair to bring out
the truth.” the statement sard.
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Pakistan readies 3000-KM Lanka putting pressure

Ghauri III to counter Agni

‘&[\’ \ ‘Nd\\

PAKISTAN HAS prepared a 3000 km long

Mubashir Zaidi

W
Islamabad, January 21

range Ghauri III missile and the scientists are

awaiting a green signal from the military gov-
crament to test fire the missile to give a tit for tat
response to India's Agni II, a local Urdu daily
‘Ausaf’ reported today. The latest series of the
Ghauri missile is capable of targeting all the major
cities of India and Pakistan has alrcady tested the
engine of Ghauri {II in September last year.

The paper, quoting reliable official sources, said
that since India has once again started an 'unneces-
sary arms racc’ in the region by test firing Agni IT on
Wednesday, to let India know that Pakistan can
respond in a big way, the scientists have informed the
government that Ghauri III is ready for test firing.

The paper said that currently the policy makers are
locked in serious discussions on whether to test fire
the new Ghauri missile or exercise restraint.

Anothur rcport in Urdu dally Jassarat said that

Pakistan has also completed preparation for testing
its medium range Shahcen II and short range Haider
I and is in a position to conduct tests at 24 hours
notice.

Meanwhile, leading Pakistani newspapers have also
called upon the Pakistani government to conduct
tests of its missiles to give as tit for tat response to
New Delhi. "Wednesday's Agni test, however, seems
to be out of step with the recent moves toward a
South Asian thaw, for it 'poses a direct threat to
Pakistan's security,’ as a Foreign Office spokesman
put the matter.

Indeed, Isiamabad may now be prompted to carry
out a series of tests of its own- missiles to check their
efficacy. More important, yet another demonstra-
tion of its military prowess by India may add to a
sense of insecurity among its small neighbours.

The test will also have a negative impact on the
post-Deng leadership in China, which has been mak-
ing serious efforts to improve its relations with

India,” the newspaper ‘Da/wy)u'ote in yesterday's

editorial.
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on Britain to ban LTTE

PK Balachandran
Colombo, January 21

WHILE BRITAIN is busy having
the necessary consultations and
investigations before taking a deci-
sion on banning the LTTE under
the new Anti-Terrorism Act 2000,
the Srt Lankan government and the
LTTE are straining every nerve to
influence that decision.

The popular notion here is that
the UK will take a decision one way
or the other in February. Going a
step further, a London based Tamil
source quoted a Foreign Office
insider as saying that the govern-

ment planned to release the list of

banned organisations on February
18 and that the LTTE could well be
in the list. Non - LTTE Tamil party
leaders who lobbied with the
British High Commissioncr against
the' ban, said that the British

NSl

scemed keen on banning the
LTTE. "The US and even Europe
scems to be in favour of the ban.
and UK generally follows the US in
world affairs,” a Tamil leader said.

It was to thwart any such decision
that the LTTE had organised sit-
ins, hartals and demonstrations in
Jattna, Batticaloa and scveral
places abroad. Ostensibly, these
were to demand peace and the
Tamils' right to self determination,
but they were actually meant to live
down the terrorist image and pro-
ject instead an image of a popular

liberation organisation ﬁ;htmg
peace and justice.
Stating the Lankan}g\ém ent's

case in an interview to the state
owned ‘Sunday Observer' today, the
Foreign Minister, Mr Lakshman
Kadirgamar, said that he would be
"astoundzd” if the UK did not ban
the LTTE.




‘@heﬁmhuztan Jimes

"Pakistan’s dilemma

THERE IS apparently some concern in Pakistan about its
clining image. It is not only that the country is ‘international-
reviled’ for its military dictatorship, as The Economist has

noted, the perception that it is really no more than a pale ver-

sion of the Taliban is also more prevalent than before. If any-
thing has strengthened this impression, it is the increasingly
assertive role of the Islamic fundamentalists who now make no
bones about waging a jehad in Kashmir, Chechnya and else-
where from their bases in the Pakistan-Afghanistan region. As
long as Pakistan pretended that it was offering only ‘moral and
diplomatic’ support to the Kashmiri militants, it could escape to
some extent the opprobrium of encouraging terrorism. But the
pretence has been wearing thin ever since the various fanciful-
ly named jehadi organisations have been advertising their pres-
ence in Pakistan. Clearly, no country can give the impression
that its territory is being used by militants for subverting a |

neighbour. A0 \]

It is possibly to eradicate this perceptlon t}xat Ihterior
Minister Moinuddin Haider recently told a meeting of 18 reli-
gious parties to stop funding the jehad in Kashmir and improve
their image by respecting the law and refraining from display-
ing weapons in a ‘brazen’ manner. According to him, funds
should be raised for humanitarian purposes and not for mili-
tancy. This is not the first time that someone in a position of
authority has tried to grapple with the dilemma which Pakistan
faces in relation to the Kashmir insurgency. Being well aware
that its overt and covert support for the militant depredations
in the Valley is weakening its diplomatic position, it probably
wants to make its interventions in Kashmir a fully undercover
operation. But, at the same time, not all the jehadis seem to be
under Islamabad’s control. That, in turn, further undermines
Pakistan’s position in the eyes of the world.

Earlier, too, in the aftermath of the Kargil misadventure, sev-
eral Pakistanis in high positions had spoken of the need to
check infiltrators from crossing the border and even take a clos-
er look at the kind of subjects that are taught in the madrasas.
Such attempts, feeble as they are, suggest that there are ele-
ments in the Pakistani establishment who want to check the
country’s growing Talibanisation in order to reclaim its position
in polite society. The urge is probably all the greater because
the morg Pakistan is identified with Islamic terrorism, the
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~"Musharraf, Pakistan army and militant Islam

THE OFFICE of the army chief has
been undermined by the groundswell
of Islamist passion within the army’s
other ranks (ORs). This has enabled
the right-wing Muslim League to
bring him repeatedly under pressure.
The army does not like ‘secular’ PPP
but has a soft corner for an ‘Is-
lamist’PML, created by the ISI in
1990. Nawaz Sharif strengthened his
Islamic credentials through planned
legislations and keeping on the right
side of the ulema. He was able to
bring secular army chiefs under pres-
sure through his ‘contacts’ with other
officers, including the generals. He
was able to practically lay siege to
COAS Asif Nawaz, who died on the
job. He isolated Jehangir Karamat
and forced him to retire. He tried to
do the same with Musharraf and
would have succeeded had he not
plotted the ham-handed )Q'jack in
October 1999.

It is difficult to identify 3123 faces
that represent the Islamist domina-
tion of the army. But it is easy to see
their ‘spokesmen’ outside the army. A
number of select retired army gener-
als and ulema express the opinion of
ORs by being unusually defiant in
their statements. Generals Hamid
Gul and Javed Nasir are the typical
examples of the out-of-job Islamist
generals who wield a clout despite the
fact that they are retired. Both pro-

nounce themselves on foreign policy,
particularly Kashmir, Afghanistan
and the US, as these themes relate di-
rectly to the internal situation in Pak-
istan. While Nasir represents the De-
obandi segment of militant Islam,
Hamid Gul sits atop the general Is-
lamist ‘consensus’ of the jehadi mili-
tants. The methodology used by these
‘outside’ representatives of the Is-
lamist ORs is to
keep up the pres-
sure on the top
brass by exagger-
ating some of the
defiant aspects of
Pakistan’s foreign
policy and then
taxing the govern-
ment with being
‘soft’ on them. The accent on Islam
and India actually brings the govern-
ment and the top brass under pres-
sure. Both care little for how low-1Q
they sound to the educated person in
Pakistan. It is the army rank and file
they address to who actually believe
that by isolating itself internationally
Pakistan will become stable. Both
look for occasions to bring the GHQ
under pressure. For Hamid Gul, the
latest occasion was the pardon and
release of Nawaz Sharif

Musharraf survives the first round:
In a show of solidarity the corps com-
manders seem to have stood by him.

PAKISTAN

Also, the Islamist ORs were perhaps
not in a position to back up the call
given at a conference convened by
Maulana Akram Awan. They proba-
bly relied on the ‘habit’ of the corps
commanders to anticipate and capitu-
late to the mood of the Islamists.
Most policy retreats over the past
twelve months were thanks to this
‘habit’, which strengthened the belief
that, given a push, the top brass will
decide to get rid of Musharraf. This
did not happen. The corps comman-
ders instead realised that the slippery
slope of kowtowing to the Islamist
lobby was taking them to the terminal
phase in which sackings and promo-
tions in the GHQ could be decided by
the militant ulema.

o Excerpts from Khaled Ahmed’s
analysis in The Friday Times

il
Who will bell
the cat?

I AM aresident of Rabwah, the head-
quarters of the Ahmadi/Qadiani
community, whose 95 per cent resi-
dents are Ahmadis. Since 1984, they
are not allowed to hold their annual
meetings, whereas anti-Ahmadi ele-
ments, the religio-political leaders,
come from other towns with their
madressah pupils, hold their meetings

and take out processions in Rabwah.
They threaten to teach a lesson to the
Qadianis and to persue them through
the world. In the last week of Decem-
ber 1999, during their annual meet-
ing, political maulanas made violent
speeches against the Ahmadis, with
grave threats of waging jehad against
them everywhere in the world. The
BBC Urdu Service, reported the next
day that in Khulna, Bangladesh, a
bomb blast in an Ahmadi mosque
had killed six members of the com-
munity. In November 2000, five Ah-
madis were killed in their “place of
worship” in Sialkot district. In Takht
Hazara Town of Sargodha district, a
mullah-led procession attacked
Darul Zikr and killed five praying
Ahmadis. Their bodies were thrown
in the street. All this is being done in
the name of Islam and God.

Whether they are in majority or mi-
nority, whether they are in Pakistan
or in Bangladesh, the mullahs will
continue to follow them. The terrorist
network of religious organizations
against the peaceful, law-abiding con-
stitutionally created minority, will
continue, until their ring leaders are
arrested. “But who will bell the cat?”
The responsibility to answer this
question lies with the rulers of the Is-
lamic Republic of Paksitan.

¢ Ahmad Zeeshaan Sheikh in Letter
to the Editor, Dawn
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A A report on Pakistan’s a\rﬁ(ﬁatmng;,w

THE straight reason for the publication of the Hamoodur
Rahman report on the causes of Pakistan’s military deba-
cle in what was then known as East Pakistan in 1971 could
be that the report was already available — at least to the
Indian media, ever since it was put on a website — and there
was no point in being coy any longer. Maybe General Mushar-
raf thought that the Army needed to make a break with its
past and signal its readiness to be a part of a new moral and
political dispensation in which it would no longer function as
a secretive and corrupt ruling elite, would, in other words,
live by the standards of openness and accountability that
Western donors to the IMF would expect of a responsible re-
quest for funds. This is one possible reading of the gesture,
even though, on the other hand, Musharraf has expressly for-
bidden the accountability bureau to investigate serving army
officers against whom allegations of corruption have surfaced.
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SCRATCHING THE WOUND

Nevertheless, the defeat in the East left a very visible scar on

Pakistan’s problematic psyche, bred its own self-exculpatory -

mythology and spawned a quasi-belligerent strategy in

Kashmir which, despite its successes, is tearing Pakistan -
azart, on the one hand, and driving it into a radical Islamic
‘nriex, on the other. Some straightening of the record was in -

order and Musharraf may have thought this was as good a :

time as any, especially since the principal political actors are
not around tnipject partisan venom into the discussion that

follows 2nd the public may appreciate a token of goodwill and

sincerity. Musharraf and the Army may believe that they risk |

nothing by its publication. After all, this is not the British |

Pakistani army led by Sandhurst alumni drawn from the

feudal class fond of their wine and their women; this is Zia’s |
army, with middle-class Punjabi officers, bloodied in

Afghanistan, many of whom take their Koran very seriously.
Musharraf might have been sending this message, both to the
people and to money-bags abroad.

What is not a conjecture, however, is the fact that 1971 —
like our own 1975-77 — was a crisis of the Pakistani state, a
¢risis it has never fully been able to surmount because the
underlying cause, thc way Pakistani nationhood was conceiv-
ed, is yet to be addressed. It is the repeated breakdown of this
conception under civilian rule that brings the Army onto the
political stage and with it an apparatus of political repression
that gradually concentrates all power in its hands so that
corruption and decadence are inevitable. Even Zia’s puritani-
cal gaze could not prevent the siphoning off of funds and the
spium smuggling during the Afghan war days. The conclu-
sion a reader of the Hamoodur Rahman report would arrive
at is- that the Pakistani Army of 1971 was venal, corrupt,
debauched, indisciplined, brutal and, in sum, unfit to rule
and that no civilian administration in Pakistan has ever
iouched such depths. Musharraf will be hoping that Yahya
and his cronies of 1971 will be seen as aberrations and that
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto will come across as a villain — thereby,
hopefully, neutralising the political impact of his daughter’s
imminent return — which he, indeed, was. But this is not,
ultimately, about Musharraf and Bhutto at all. This is about
Pakistan’s collective failure as a nation — about thé
inadequacy of the Islamic bond. P o
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PRECARIOUSLY POISED

The rules of confrontation in Pakista

HETHER Benazir Bhutto will return to Pakistan
depends on whether she can return to Pakistan] An
appeal against a five year sentence is pending with\the
S:Yp?éme Court, but there is reasonable suspicion whether

coyrts in Pakistan are immune to political pressures
epianating from the regime. The military is, in principle, all
owerful and is in a position to arrange matters to its
/satisfaction even if the courts were to act independently. This
/is proved by the way in which the Sharif pardon was worked
/ out, apparently in exchange for Saudi largesse. The military’s
own attitude, in turn, will depend on how much of a threat
they think Bhutto is likely to pose upon her return. Initial
reports say that with Sharif and his party more or less

discredited, Bhutto would be in a position to monopolise the |

opposition platform and perhaps mount an organised
challenge to the regime. This remains to be tested. The PML
is in disarray, there are several factions; some leaders, such
as Ejaz-ul-Haq are said to be negotiating with Musharraf for
an eventual place in a civilian setup to be put in place, while
the PML speaker of the dissolved National Assembly is being
sounded for the prime minister’s post. A rump of the PML
may go with the PPP in a combined opposition campaign, but
the idea of placing themselves under the leadership of Bhutto
will be anathema to many in the party. Also, Sharif is being
seen as a quitter, even within his own party and, therefore,
unless a credible anti-Musharraf leadership emerges, Bhutto
will be in a position to claim that she and her party represent
democratic opposition to the regime and position themselves
favourably for any future restoration of democracy. On the
other hand, with significant elements within the PML — a
party traditionally close to the army and the Islamic right —
continuing to collaborate with the regime, a monolithic liberal
democratic alliance around Bhutto’s yndouptedly charismatic
leadership may not materialise. AT 8- gx

The Army, curiously, has not used oné tool ‘agafhst the
political class so far — repression. The facade of a normal civil
society is preserved, the courts function, the press criticises,
often virulently, politicians meet and address gatherings, all
of which only suggests that the regime is under no serious
threat. The tool is not needed because accountability has been
such a success against Sharif. Everything would depend on
how far Bhutto and her husband are vulnerable to the
process. They were very vulnerable the last time we saw
them. Musharraf is said to be making discreet enquiries
about her properties in London. But if accountability does not
meet with the same success against Bhutto as it did against
Sharif, and if the former does manage to whip up a storm on
arrival, then the military might begin thinking of other
options and Musharraf might have to make way for a more
radical leadership not unwilling to hold hands with the
Islamists. Pakistan is, as ever, precariously poised.
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