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KOLKATA, Nov. 9. - Some
NGOs operating along the Indo-
Bangladesh border in North and
South 24-Parganas are report-
edly helping Bangladeshis cross
the horder and settle in India.
The Intelligence Bureau has
.reported this to the ministry of
home affairs recently. The IB

has identified about 10 such |

- NGOs in the two districts dur-
ing the past few weeks. The op-
erations started after the BNP
government came to power in
Bangladesh, an IB official said .

The official said the matter
has also been conveyed to the
state home department and

_ district magistrates and SPs of
the two districts. :

He said more than 100 Ban-
gladeshis entered the two dis-
tricts with the help of these
NGOs. The IB report also
states, about 2,500 Banglade-
shis came to West Bengal
through districts in north and
south Bengal since the first
week of October.

The NGOs operating in North

Bangladeshis at the Petrapole border, waiting to enter West Bengal
on Friday. - The Statesman

and South 24 Parganas have
their bases in Habra, Maslan-
dapur, Swarupnagar, Basirhat,
Gosaba, Basanti, Canning and
Sunderbans, IB investigation
has revealed.

Officials found that the NGO
workers have taken about Rs
150 from each Bangladeshi to
help them settle in West Ben-
gal. Some persons working for
these NGOs in Maslandapur,

Habra and Bongaon have also
been identified.

The officials said these people
have links with a section of
BSF personnel.

Incidentally the chief minister
had asked the state intelligence

branch to look into the infiltra- -

tion problem and file a report.

® Bangla panel to probe
attack on minorities: page 9
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BSF to intercept

Bangla refugees

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MALDA, Nov. 9. — Local offi-
cials of the BSF, supervising
border security in the Malda,
North and South Dinajpur dis-
tricts have reportedly been in-

structed by their higher au- -

thorities in Delhi to intercept
Hindu families from Bangla-
desh who are crossing the In-
do-Bangladesh border and
seeking refuge in West Bengal.
As a follow-up to the directive,
the BSF has stepped up vigil
along the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der. The forces are also prepar-
ing to intercept and push back
those trying to cross the border.
Sources said BSF officials have
been given such instructions for
the first time since 15 October,
when many Hindu families
from Bangladesh entered West
Bengal and sought refuge in the
border districts after alleged at-

tacks by fundamentalist groups

across the border.
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“Blacklisted NGO manages to
corner government grant

By Akshaya Mukul
Times News Network

NEW DELHL If some NGOs
have been asked for a ‘cut’ from
the grant they would get from the
ministry for tribal affairs (MTA),
others are being funded despite
having once been blacklisted.
Praja Abhyudaya Seva Samiti
(PASS), an NGO in Chittoor  dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh, applied to
the MTA for money to run its com-
puter centres. The application came
to the notice of Maneka Gandhi,
who was then minister of state for
social justice. She wrote to tribal
affairs minister Jual Oram on July
25,2000, that PASS, which had ear-
lier received funds from her min-
istry, has not been performing well
and that further funding should be
reviewed. Her letter was based on
the ministry’s inspection report.
Earlier in January 1998, Chittoor
collector P. Krishnalah had written
to the social justice ministry that
PASS “has been indulging in anti-
social activities and has already
been kept under fund restriction
which amounts to blacklisting.”
However, early last year the
same collector recommended a
grant to PASS. This ratification to

the MTA was also seconded by an
MTA team, including Tarun
Coomar, director, NGO division,
and one desk officer. Ms Gandhi’s
letter to Mr Oram arrived around
this time.

On January 3, a senior official
put up a note to the minister
explaining how PASS was earlier
blacklisted. The official expressed
surprise at the change in the collec-
tor’s view. He also vetoed the MTA
team’s clearance and sought that
“we may not sanction any further
funds and initiate criminal and civil
cases against K. Lokanatham (sec-
retary of PASS)”. On January 5, Mr
Oram approved the action against
PASS. And three days later, the
same official asked that a show-
cause notice be issued to PASS.
However, nothing happened.

At times, the concerned file
could not be located or the con-
cerned officer was on leave. Finally,
on March 21 — more than two
months later — Mr Coomar noted
in the file that since he “physically
inspected the NGO’s projects and
recommended the cases, it may not
be in order to issue the show-cause
notice under my signature.” On
April 16, the senior official wrote

that the show-cause notlce as
being issued. The next day, the $ec-
retary apprised the minister of this
development. A month later, on
May 20, Oram scribbled on the sec-
retary’s appraisal note: “As our
team inspected and found it to be
satisfactory, hence we may release
the instalment.”

What happened to the show-
cause notice and its reply? After
the minister’s approval of the
grant, the secretary wrote on the
same note: “Any reply to show-
cause notice?”. On May 30, LS.
Bhardwaj, desk officer, NGO divi-
sion, replied that just when the
notice was being issued, “the file
was called for by the office of the
minister, which has been received
now.” Meanwhile, PASS received
the first instalment of its grant.
Five months later, Mr Oram has a
knee-jerk reaction to offer. “I don’t
remember the details of this case”,
he told this correspondent. “I do
remember that our officials had
recommended grant after inspect-
ing the work of PASS” He also
does not remember why the file
was called by his office after the
decision to issue a show-Cause
notice was made.
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By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, ocT. 16. The Indian
High Commission in Islamabad
has sent New Delhi a list of 112
Afghan Hindus and Sikhs who
managed to cross over to Pakistan
following the U.S. air strikes in Af-
ghanistan. The list has been for-
warded to concerned
non-governmental organisations
here for verifying the antecedents
of the enlisted persons through
their relatives in Delhi.

Afghan Sikhs and Hindu refu-
gees here are eagerly awaiting the
arrival of their relatives from war-
torn Afghanistan. The president
of the Khalsa Diwan Welfare So-
ciety, Sardar Manohar Singh, said

his organisation received the list
three days ago.

““We have sent the list to Kabuli
Gurdwara in West Delhi so that
the refugees visiting the gurdwara
can identify their relatives,” he
said, adding that the organisation
was also in contact with Sikh
pradhans from various places in
Afghanistan who could help iden-
tify them.

Mr. Singh said the Afghan
Hindu Sikh Welfare Society, was
also actively involved in procur-
ing visas for people of Indian ori-
gin from Afghanistan.

Mr. Gyan Singh, sewak of the
Kabuli Gurdwara, said in Afghan-
istan there were no visa offices for
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NGOs working on visas ~
“for Afghan minorities

the past several years and there
was no provision to obtain visas.
“The only way left for them was to
cross over to Pakistan and wait for
months to get a visa to India. Tak- |
ing into account the ongoing sce-
nario, the External Affairs
Ministry and the Home Ministry
took up the matter on our repeat-
ed requests,” Sardar Manohar
Singh, said.

At present, over 400 people of
Indian origin, who managed to
cross over to Pakistan following
the attack, have taken refuge in
the Punja Saheb Gurdwara in
Hassan Abdal, about 35 km from
Islamabad. Over a hundred of
them have taken shelter in Gurd-
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'NGOs give false
figures to attract
foreign funds.

By MANISHA JAIN

New Delhi, June 23: Alarming
figures make governments sit up
and take notice. Be it figures of
declining sex ratio or the number
of AIDS deaths in the country.

Small wonder then that NGOs in
the social sector fudge figures in
order to ensure greater funding by !
foreign donors. The recent contro- |
versy over the AIDS figures
brought to light the insidious man-
ner in which vested interests jeop-
ardise the entire- gender equity,
population and health programme,
not just in.India but across the
globe.

Sources said that the “bungling”
of figures related to AIDS deaths
may not be entirely inadvertent. In
fact, both Naco and UNAIDS are
equally to blame as they are sup- -
posed to work in close coordina-
tion with each other.

Sources added that the whole

- 'AIDS programme .in India relied
heavily on foreign funding. The
larger the number of victims of
disease, pestilence and discrimina-
tion shown officially, the fuller the
coffers.

Several unscrupulous practices
that are prevalent include exagger-
ating the extent of the problem, be
it illiteracy among women, short-
age of primary healthcare centres,
condoms or contraceptive pills.
This involved government agen-
cies and NGOs alike. Once the
donor released the funds, often
only a portion of the funds reached
the needy.

Sources said the mid-term
review, which was generally con-
ducted after a programme was
well underway, was grossly mis-
used. Vested interests often veered
the whole programme to their end
and caused the donor to abruptly
stop funds and withdraw its exper-
tise. As a result, the whole pro-
gramme goes haywire.

The funds are garered depend-
ing upon the enormity of the issug.
Often the government shos/an
acute shortage of funds. /
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/ NGOS fret over funds delay

OINDRILA MUKHERJEE Qp \"

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, May 25. - The
West Bengal Sexual Health
Project, funded by the British
government’s Department for
International Development,
was transferred to the state on
1 April. The transition phase
has proved painful for NGOs,
with funds yet to be released.
DFID was the direct donor
agency for 17 contracts with 14
NGOs. With an increase in
funding by UK, DFID decided
to enter into partnerships with
the governments of West Ben-
gal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh.

“We chose these governments
because they have proved to be
pro-poor”, said Mr Shumon
Sengupta, DFID representative
‘'n West Bengal.

‘...But...as a donor agency, it is

SEXUAL HEALTH PROJECT

not our role to implement,” he-

said. So, henceforth, DFID’s
funds will go to the National
AIDS Control Organisation,
from where they will be distrib-
uted as per Naco guidelines.
DFID chose to tie up with the
state rather than NGOs or the
private sector in order to maxi-
mise impact. “We believe that
working with the policy making
body will make projects more
effective,” said Mr Sengupta.
However, there is a feeling
among NGOs that the govern-
ment will not be as flexible as
DFID. They will miss facilities
like the substantial technical
assistance offered by DFID.
They are also apprehensive
about delays in fund flow. Even
though the transfer took effect
on 1 April, funds have yet to be

released for the present quarter
due to clearance delays.

Mr Trilochan Singh, project di-
rector, West Bengal State AIDS
Prevention and Control Soci-
ety, said, “The budgets were ap-
proved at a meeting today. We
will release the funds as soon
as we get them from DFID”.

Phase Two of the WBSHP,
which is expected to commence
within the next six months, has
a projected outlay of £10 mil-
lion, said Mr Sengupta. “The
NGOs have to realise that the
government is a permanent
body, whereas our presence here
is not. The transfer is in their
long term interest”, he said.

But some Naco guidelines are
being doubted by NGOs.

Mr Biswajit Panda, project
manager, Bhoruka Public Wel-

fare Trust, a DFID funded NGO,
said that Naco guidelines did not
provide for counsellors and full
time medical officers in clinics.

Naco also stipulates that NGOs
will have to incur 10 per cent of
the cost in cash or kind, which
NGOs resent. Mr Singh said,
“The NGOs claim to be voluntary
organisations. It is only fair that
they contribute, in order to be-
come partners in the real sense.”

DFID officials foresee a 20 per
cent divergence between the

State AIDS Society and NGOs, |
which they hope “will get smooth-

ened over the next two years”.

One casualty of the transition .

was CARE, an American NGO

that offered interventions in in-

dustrial and red light areas of

Asansol. Naco and the state '

AIDS society decided it was not

possible to sustain and CARE
wrapped up its sexual health
program in the state in Mayz./ :
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CMC schools mav be handed over to NGOs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, May 24. - Poor at-
tendance in some CMC schools
have led the civic body authori-
ties to consider “handing over”
these schools to NGOs.

Though officials admit of hav-
ing shortlisted 22 schools on
the basis of poor attendance,
they are tight-lipped about the
other details. This is because
involving NGOs in such a “take
over” can imply that the CMC
is not doing much to improve
the conditions of these schools.
The MIC (education), Mr Moy-
nul Haque Chowdhury, said:
“People have a pre-conceived
notion that CMC schools don’t
function properly and teachers
don’t come to classes. So it’s ex-
tremely difficult for us.”

Mr Haque Chowdhury said
the CMC was considering the
matter because most of the stu-

POOR ATTENDANCE BLAMED

dents are not interestdd in at-
tending classes.
He, however, maintained that
the CMC was not “closing down
any school”.

Shyam Square East (Day)
School in ward number 8 and
Peary Mohan Sur Day School
in ward number 1§ have two
students each.

However, he refused to say he
was washing his hands of in
not luring students to these
schools as part of the CMC’s
own initiative.

Two NGOs are already work-
ing at five CMC schools with
Unicef funds. Which brings one
to the question, if the NGOs
can do it, why not the CMC?
Working with NGOs need not
have any negative implications,
he said. It is only to ensure that
more students attend classes,

Mr Haque Chowdhury held.

The NGOs are likely to either
open computer centres in these
22 buildings or run the schools
themselves, he said. The may-
or-in-council said the NGOs
will have to run the schools by
providing free education to 25
per cent of the students.

Mr Kanti Ganguly, leader of
Opposition in the CMC, said
one should first see that “quali-
ty education” is provided in
these schools before such a has-
ty decision is taken.

He criticised the move to allow
NGOs to impart computer edu-
cation in these schools. “That is
for the state government to do.
It’s not the civic body’s job,” Mr
Ganguly said.

Ms Archana Bhattacharya,
CPLI-M councillor of ward 98
and former MIC (education),

‘mayor-in-council meeting soon.

said there was no point in
shortlisting the names of the
CMC schools for transfer to
NGOs without discussing the
matter with the Opposition.

Moreover, she said if the at- |
tendance at a particular school |
was poor, there are also areas
in the city where there is an im-
mediate need for schools. “So,
the infrastructure could be
shifted,” she suggested.

At present, there are 308 CMC
primary schools (in addition to
one being opened at Garden
Reach) and 38,000 students at-
tending them. The CMC spends
approximately Rs 16 crore an-.
nually on the schools.

“In many of the schools antiso- | |
cial activities are going on una- |
bated,” Mr Haque Chowdhury(

said and added that he had dis-
cussed the transfer of the 22
schools with the the mayor and |
a final decision will be taken at a
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Slow govt. action prompts Kutchis
to look towards NGOs for houses

By Vidyadhar Date(- \/
The Times of India News Serwce

BHUJ: The intense May heat is
adding to the misery of earthquake
victims struggling for survival in
tents in Gujarat. Bhuj and adjoin-
ing areas, among the worst-affect-
ed by the quake, are hotter than
other parts of Kutch which are
closer to the sea. Hot winds easily
pierce the tents, incrgasing the dis-
comfort. {

It will be lo fore the Gu-
jarat government iy able to imple-
ment its promise] to construct
houses for the victims. The govern-
ment’s own machinery was badly
hit by the earthquake and so the
initial problems related to rescue
and relief operations could be un-
derstood.

But now, it is felt the government
machinery ought to act with more
speed.

“We wish the government had
flatly told us on January 27, the day
after the quake, that it would not be
able to provide us shelter. We
would have made our own arrange-
ments and got some proper shelter
by now,” said Hirji Dhanji, a Hari-
jan of Bhojay village, his body bent
by the trauma of the quake but his
spirit still fairly high.

It is more than 100 days now
since the quake and villagers here
were realising the importance of
voluntary work and they are being
helped by the Sarvodaya medical
trust. “We do not want to impose
pre-conceived notions of housing
on the villagers. We want to let
them build their houses according
to their needs,” said Leeladhar
(Gada, a trustee.

At present the trust is helping vil-

lagers build houses in 18 villages

and this has enthused other volun-
tary agencies to start similar work.
Some villagers are in a hurry to
construct the houses as the mon-
soon is not far away. Although rain
is scarce in this area, there are times
when it comes down really heavily.
That can disrupt life, said Mumbai-
based social worker Deepak
Mepani who has been camping in
Kutch ever since the quake rocked
the area.

“We are concentrating on vil-
lages which are in remote areas
where the government and non-
government agencies have not
reached,” said Gada. Unfortunate-
ly, most of the agencies have only
visited villages which are easily ac-
cessible by rail or are along the
main road.

In Bhojay village, 50 families of
poor and backward classes have
been identified by the Sarvodaya
trust. They are given Rs 7,500 to Rs
8,000 per house.

The trust coordinates the supply
of basic construction materials like
cement blocks and cement bags.
The families will get a house of 175
sq ft. Three families pool their
labour to construct one house.
Most of the houses have been com-
pleted.

Every house will have a smoke-
less chulha and neem trees planted
around. The villagers are using rub-
ble as raw material apart from ce-
ment blocks provided by the trust.
The blocks are manufactured in dif-
ferent villages to save transporta-
tion costs.

In Nagrecha village with its 400-
year-old fort, Vikramsinhji Jadeja,
belonging to the erstwhile ruling
family, sheds his ego and joins other
villagers in the reconstruction ef-
fort.

The earthquake has also taught
many lessons to the people of
Kutch. The housing colony of IFF-
CO in Gandhidham has remained
intact while buildings around have
crumbled.

The good condition of the IFF-
CO colony is attributed by the
people to the thick tree cover
provided in the colony. The trees
apparently absorbed the shocks,
said Jawahar Shahani, an official
of the Indian Airlines coordina-
tion cell who hails from Gandhid-
ham. His old mother survived the
quake but his house was badly
damaged.

“People of different cojnm
ties from other parts of the'cotintry
rushed to Kutch to provide relief
but chose only members of their
own communities. This created a
lot of problems and heartburn,”
said Deepak Mepani.

There is also need for greater

_caution on the part of the medical

fraternity in carrying out emer-
gency operations, said Dr Nobhoyjit
Roy of the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre in the latest issue of
the journal Issues in Medical Ethics.
Other sources said military doctors
could-have done without so many
amputations.

While Kutch has lost many of its
historic buildings and artisans, even
the Kutchi language is now under
threat though this issue is not nec-
essarily linked to the quake.
Kutchi, with its sprinkling of Urdu
and Rajasthani, is richer than Gu-
jarati.

But Kutchis now prefer to talk in
Gujarati than in their own sweet
dialect. The Halai Memons of
Kutch speak Kutchi in a particular-

ly endearing way, said Deepak
Mepani. //w
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Flip-flop on NGOs doe

|
- JT happens when state governments have a lot of explai -
. Ato do. As during the devastating floods in North Beng
- when relief work was politicised, was misdirected or nev:
. reached victims at all. The real solace came from volunta;

| tions who did the best they could in the face
| pathetic administrative lapses. At one point Alimuddin Stre
! chode to compel NGOs to work in tandem with the loc
inistration, meaning themsleves — and have the
ogrammes approved by Writers’ Buildings, which is tl
| party again. The implication was clear: government wou
./make nonsense of the avowed objective of non-giovernme
organisations to function without hindrance or political biz
. The resistance from right-thinking sections of society proi
" pted the CPI-M to see reason. Now it seems the Marxis
have found an unlikely ally in the Biju Janata Dal whi
proposes to “regulate” the functioning of NGOs. The patte
is the same: make them “accountable” to government whi
. actually means making them do their bidding.
- The immediate provocation has not been spelt out by t
! planning and coordination minister who has taken t
i initiative but the inference is that it is part of damage cont
. in the context of the state government’s conspicuous failu
| on the relief front. It cannot afford to be upstaged by NG
. whose performance might well confirm that it is not lack
' resources but lack of will that causes so much distress —
i a happy signal for Navin’s party. Black sheep do exist e
, among NGOs but accountability in general may actu:
! amount to a perverse form of control over voluntary orge
sations which have been doing commendable work in
cyclone and drought-hit areas. Many of them have petitio
Navin who cannot afford to forget that his government 1
relied on these same organisations during the difficult ea
months of the disaster. The turnaround does his governm
no credit. The best way his party can change the popular p
ception of its performance is, first, to motivate the admir
tration to make use of the relief that has arrived in abund:
i measure and get down to reconstruction and, second, to s
out matters with the disgruntled BJP, which is trying desp
ately to sustain a presence in the state. When political te:
i ions ¢ast a shadow on NGOs, it is relief and rehabilitati
that/suffer. Leaving them alone to work without consts
hindrances will be recognition of a time-tested principle. P
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NGOs use Va

M Continued from Page 1 L&J

Asian Age: “These people with no get on the int band-
wagon, why don’t they work for their people here.” He said that Presi-
dent K.R. Narayanan had told him that it was important for t§e struggle
for equality to remain indigenous and that “we should fight for our rights
on our soil.”

The United Nations has not been playing a direct role in encouraging
the campaign for inclusion of caste in the overall agenda against racism.
However, at several preparatory meetings organised as the run-up to the
Durban conference, the NGOs concerned have built up a systematic
campaign for the inclusion of dalit oppression by highlighting caste-
based discrimination and oppression within India.

At the first preparatory committee meeting at the United Nations in
Geneva last year, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and
Secretary General of the world conference against racism, Ms Mary
Robinson, admitted that in her view as well the dalit issue requires atten-
tion. A regional preparatory meeting held at Tehran last month witnessed
an intense campaign by the NGOs for the expansion of the definition of
racism to include “discrimination based on descent.” The terms caste or
dalit were, however, not included in the final resolution adopted at this
meet. Interestingly, the UN sub-commission on human rights has already
appointed an expert to study racial discrimination in relation to the caste
question. At a meeting organised recently in Delhi by The National Cam-
paign on Dalit Human Rights, CPI leader D. Raja cautioned against the
organisation’s efforts to internationalise the issue of caste-based oppres-
sion. He also spoke out against the usage of foreign money in what
should be an indigenous struggle for equal rights and justice.

India has been resisting the efforts by the non-governmental organisa-
tions to get the UN recognition for caste under the racism agenda. Sever-
al preliminary meetings have been held in different parts of the world,
including Iran and Geneva, where voluntary groups have hotly debated
the issue. Several Western NGOs have been active in spearheading the
campaign to include caste-based discrimination, including the better
known Human Rights Watch and the Lutheran World Federation.
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BY SEEMA MUSTAFA KY& /\

New Delhi, April 25: Foreign
funds siphoned off through non-
government organisations are
being used to exert sufficient
pressure on the United Nations
to include caste-based oppres-
sion in India as part of the
accepted agenda against racism,
racial discrimination, xenopho-
bia and related intolerance.
These NGOs have also been
demanding a special UN rappor-
teur on caste in
a concerted bid
to internation-
alise the issue. The government
of India, which has been resist-
ing this pressure, has come up
against international human
rights groups and specific dalit
organisations, which have been
stepping up the campaign for the
UN acceptance of what they

describe as “occupation and
descent-based  discrimination
against dalits.”

Several preparatory meetings
have been held for the finale at
Durban in September where the
effort will be to include caste as
part of the official declaration of

| SPOTLIGHT

racism.

The point person
sored campaign appe
Martin Macwan, whbp has been
honoured by the Humhan Rights
Watch in New York last year. He
has also received the Robert F.
Kennedy award for human rights
in Washington. He has presented
papers, at various international
fora focusing attention on the
plight of the dalits, and making a
passionate case for the UN
endorsement
of caste-based
discrimina-
tion. Significantly, Mr Macwan
is not as well known in India
although he runs a Gujarat-based
NGO.

A dalit leader with recognised
grassroots experience in India
was particularly critical “of these
people who use our problems to
network abroad.”

On condition of anonymity,
this otherwise plain-speaking
leader, who has organised sever-
al major rallies to focus attention
on the plight of the dalits in
Delhi and elsewhere, told The
# Turn to Page 2

THE ASIAN AGE

i

1% N

Y

p

Fix)

o 71




/Orl g NGOs

scanner
STATESMAN EWS SERVICE

\ o\~
BHUBANESWAR, April 10. —
The Navin Patnaik governmen
put NGOs under the scanne:
empowering itself with pro
visions to ensure their audit an
performance assessment. \\\%‘

A resolution moved in
regard was adopted in
Assembly well past midnigl
yesterday with ruling BJI
111%111bexi:;:rtutg;kin%l som;ﬂ(a}Os

e planning and coordinatior
minister, Mr Ramakrushne
Patnaik, said he had been guidec
by the members’ sentiments whc
had expressed concern over the
functioning of some NGOs par-
ticularly after the supercyclo:

He tried to emphasis the p
that the government wasn’t
_opposed to NGOs. It is for this
purpose that the resolution
clearly states that a
partnership between NGOs and
government needs to be done
and that NGOs have done
commendable work in national
building activities, he stated.

Mr Patnaik told members he
would bring a legislation in this
regard during the next Assembly
session but in the meantime the |
resolution | nmmwgrs the
government to issue executive
instructions to make NGOs
more accountable to the state
and the people. Several ruling |
BJD members alleged that some
NGOs were running parallel\

governments with the blegsings
of top bureaucrats. /se :
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KOLKATA, April 7. - The
former US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, visited the city to-
day. A true citizen of the
world, Mr Clinton shared
with people his thoughts
about how to improve rural
life in India.

He met representatives of
various NGOs who informed

came the problem as the Ar-
~ansas Governor by giving

“Clinton shares

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 9 \doctors several incem

such as higher salary 3
other benefits. He
whether such a policy | had
been tried in India.

The NGOs which me{ Mr
Clinton at Raj Bhavan this
afternocon included Ramak-
rishna Mission and Bharat
Sevashram Sangha.

Mr Clinton, who is here on
a mission of the America-In-
dia Foundation to help recon-
struct quake-hit Gujarat, lat-
er told reporters that he was
grateful to the NGOs for
sharing their views for the fu-
ture. He said the foundation,
which he heads, will spread

. its work in other parts of In-

dia as well.
No specific projects were
discussed with the NGOs, Mr

Clinton said and the extent of
the foundation’s involvement

ed in future projects will depend

“on how much money we can
raise”. The Gevernor also
said no projects were dis-
cussed, theugh provision of
aid to Orissa, ravaged by the
supercyclone in 1999, did

come up.
The foundation, Mr Clinton
said, will focus on economic
development, healthcare, ed-
ucationn and extension of mi-
cro eredit in rural communi-
ties. It is also interested in
building permanent partner-
ships with NGOs for long-
term reconstruction work.
The AIF, formed by Indian
Amencanss is primarily fun-
ded by NRI businessmen.
Among them are Mr Purnen-

THE STATESMAR
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du Chatterjee and Mr Rajat
Gupta, who were present at
the Raj Bhavanm.eetmg.cn:y
industrialists and
leading eity newspa;

also invited.

Mr Clinton arrived at” Raj
Bhavan at 12.45 p.m. He got
down from the third car, a
Mitsubishi Pagero, and was
received by Mr Viren J Shah.
A hallet troupe of Tanusree
Shankar welcomed him with
a dance performance.

The Governor then led Mr
Clinton to the court roem en
the first floor for the meeting.
The former President skipped
a gumptueus lunch arranged '
for him at Raj Bhavan, met ;
the press for abeut five mi- -
nutes and left for the airport
to catch his flight to Delhi.
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SHIVNATH JHA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |

NEW DELHI, March. 12. -

. Foreign funding sources of -

" certain NGOs

are being
scrutinised by the government,
which is considering amending

.~ the provisions of the Foreign |
! Contribution (Regulation) Act,
! 1976.

The official worry, according

! to home ministry officials, is

“subversive and insurgency-
related” activities. Helping the
home ministry in the scrutiny
are the ministries of finance
and law.

A finance ministry official
confirmed that  Foreign

Contribution (Regulation) Act

. is being reviewed.

The home ministry is
examining all documents:
related to receipt of funds
. and utilisation certificates
| furnished by  registered
NGOs.

Ministry sources said regis-

. tered had received Rs 3402.90

! crore in 1998-99, the most &

" agencies and donors thorough £

recent year for which data are
available, from various foreign

. “legal routes”.

Home ministry officials
refused to identify non-,
governmental organisations’
which are suspected to have:
violated the Foreign

: Contribution (Regulation) Act.

But officials said “if a through |
investigation is carried out,

over hundred such |
. organisations, reportedly
engaged in various socio-

. educational and other develop-

' mental works, can be expected

to come under the investigation |
of various law enforcement

| agencies.”

The home ministry is the-
nodal agency for receiving and

! processing information on non-

governmental organisations.

' Investigations, if any, into

i Bureau of Investigation and/or

' there has been considerable

growth in the number of
registered non-governmental
organisations in recent years,
and some of these, the
! government suspects, are!
fronts for insurgents and
militants.

foreign funding will, however, !
be carried out by the Central

the Enforcement Directorate
Home ministry officials said

Officials said the hawala route :
is being used frequently by;
some of these

“Foreign
 of NGOs under

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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. (Regulation) Act empowers the

: NEW DELHI, March 12. - The additional solicitor-general, Mr
KK Sud, has urged Delhi High Court to make the Congress
' responsible for receiving foreign contribution “illegally”.

Arguing for the government in the FCRA violation case, in
which former All India Congress Committee treasurer
Sitaram Kesri was involved, Mr Sud has submitted before

governmental organisations.
Officials also said “hundreds

of non-governmental organi-

sations have not filed their

income and utilisation certi-

ficates to the ministry”.

The filing is required under

[ o—

non-: 3
,_Ig

R i

| the court that the in-charge of the party should be made
. responsible for it.
use of hard currency for ° :

the Foreign Contribution

(Regulation) Act.

The Act prescribes annual
filing of income and utilisation
statements, duly certified by a
chartered accountant.

The Foreign Contribution

e e T
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government to inspect the

" accounts of non-governmental

organisations which do not
fulfil the requirements.

Official sources said 22,340
associations were registered
under the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act which include
321 Hindu organisations
followed by 10 Sikh. 205
Muslim, 5100 Christians, 70
Buddhist and 963 other
organisations.

Refusing to divulge the
sections of the act which are to
be amended, home ministry
sources said “the main nbjecti-
ve is to correct the loop-holes
and curb the increasing econo-
mic offenses in the country.” /



l/Sex workers””
i mela 1rks
W NGOs <

STATESMAW NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA,
eryone is talkihg about the
four day Millennium Milan
Mela, which was inaugurated
by the sheriff, Ms Suchitra
! Mitra, today. The art camps,

the return of traditional per-
. formances, the handicrafts,
I are all being celebrated as “a
i carnival of sex workers”. But
' many people are strongly op-
posed to the ‘Mela’.

Even as Durbar Mahila Sa-
manwaya Committee hails it
as an effort to “decriminalise
adult prostitution, secure so-
cial recognition of sex work as
a valid profession and estab-
lish sex workers’ right of self-
determination”, several NGOs
such as Sanlaap, Ganatantrik
Mahila Samiti, Swayam and
the National Association of
Women's’ Organisations have
risen up in arms against what
they insist is not a profession
like any other, but “degrdada-
tion of women, violation of
their rights, and therefore not
meant to be legitimised”.

Highlighting DMSC’a ach-
ievements over the last few
years, Dr Smarajit Jana said
that entry into prostitution in
the red light areas of Ramba-
gan, Sethbagan and Tolly-
gunge was now 100 per cent
voluntary. When asked what
other options the entrants
had, however, he admitted
that these were “limited”.

Referring to agencies that
opposed the demand for legal-

isation of prostitution and the
‘Mela’, Dr Jana said: “Efforts
on the part of some NGOs tc
force sex workers out of their
profession is also a form of
trafficking.”

According to Ms Indrani Si-
nha of Sanlaap, and Ms Rami
Chhabra, a social rights acti-
vist, little effort was being
made to prevent prostitution
or arrange for rehabilitation.

Dr Jana said that since their
Sonagachi Project had kicked
off in 1992, the incidence of
HIV/AIDS and other STDs
among sex workers had be-
come “stable”.

But according to Dr DK Ne-
ogi, head of virology at the
School of Tropical Medicine
about 27.3 per cent of the
state’s prostitutes are HIV
positive.

Dr Neogi said HIV/AIDS ca-
ses were increasing rapidly.
“Earlier there were 10 cases a
year at the STM, then 100,
now there are two cases a
day. Some NGOs and other
agencies say there is a declin-
ing trend to try and prove
their efficiency,” he added.

About 85 per cent of the HIV
victims are resident prosti-
tutes from Kolkata, Mumbai
and other places, he said and
added that Hepatits B and
other sexually transmitted
diseases are also on the rise.

DMSC officials, however, al-
leged that the STM study was
of “a biased sample” and that
there was “no scientific b
for an increase”.

TR STATEOIUN
W P ENIOF PN 1

BV

fy

& v o gty



;vvm 9y ‘@xenb aunjng e jnoqe
m paJtsyioq jou Ardwrs agem Aoy,
I "JoyIetll £a.13 8} UT [Te J P[os e0ure)
; -SISSE Ul JUswWiad Jo sSeq (¥ 0} 0F se
ONUW SB PIATSJAI OUM SIOATAINS
Auew ‘anyery uj ‘sur8eq ssesoad
3uIPoaiar pue aredad Jo suorny
-DTLIISUOD [ENJOR S} Usym Syjuowt
M3J & JI3)Je aIp JOU S90p axenb
-Yy)Ies ue jsurede £1syes J10j pasu
9y} je} aimsus ued uSredured
SSOUBIBME BATI0Q]J6 Uk AJUQ,,

‘pres resa(J . ‘oFesun oIe
$9SN0Y paanjoety ‘plo Jayl Aym
P101 3utaq jou axe Aoy} ‘surprrng
£q Inq s1owa.) 9} Aq J0U 1507 oa8
S9AI[ JBY) ‘seyenbyires jnoqe syoey
p101 3ursq 10U aJe ajdoag,, "1uUss
-ue] JJo 03 J0 [1B} pInod swureld
-01d uotyelIqeysa ay) ‘Aelerpaut
Wl IO payory jou ate sudredured
ssauateme orqnd jt yey) pres sey
UoNEsTuesIo s 1ese(] ‘JUOUNLIBA0S
Jexelns) ayy) 0} sjou jusad.m ue Uy

‘susredure ssauseme ognd J0}
pasu o) 3urioust A[[e303 Jo Jusll
-UIDA0S 9} 9STIOO. 0STe SOON
"pres 1esa(] ,,‘'Sosnoy maul a3
UL 90USPTJU00 J[1IT] PeY ASL[} 90UlsS
wey) Surddnooo Jepe syjuout
0] saooputr deals jou pip Ard
WIS Sasnoy afes-ayenbi[lies mau
Jrayy ug oydoad 8y ‘anjer] uj,,
‘pTes sIopuneg , ‘sIesy
JII9Y) AWO00IBA0 03 9[e 8q Loy}
[ITm usy) ATUQ ‘aouRUIIUTRW PUR

(ddv) “yexe(ns) ut sse[autoy ay) 10§ sasnoy jusueuLad-russ dn nd SI19MIOA

Jredeu ‘doosdn Jeyef 10] s1qefieAe
a( T[Is STELISIBW JY]) Je(} 8ans aqe
A3y, "ATISES 9J0W TeLI9) et uslfe
-uou 1dope sJ93e[[IA SB pasn aq
PINOYS S[ELISJRU [E007] "A[[EInIMo
9)BUO0S3J 18Y] SN0V 9y B ST BapI
9} ‘JUSUIUISA0S SNOTEIZISAO Ue
Aq N0 PIJOP SaWOY WLISPOW PI[[ed
0S Ul 9AI[ 0} Jng uorndo ou ypm
sI93R[[IA Sulaea] JO pes)su],,

. "$$9201d UO[}ONIISU0D
pue u3Isap 8y} ul SaljIunwuod

93¢e[[1A 9ATOAUL O} [BIOLID ST J1 p1ES
‘SO ‘AousSe LrejunjoA UeoLIBWY
9y} JOo sJspunes§ uieyeidH
. 'Se3e[[1A UI 9sh SY131[ A10A JO
Af[enioe age sasnoy urql(l,, ‘seaig
Tean.I ul papaaut ANTIGIXS]) o) 8aey
1,usa0p dnjes UeqIm 9y} kel psppe
Aoy, 'pies songes{oo s.1ess(]
YJaom SIY op 0} 9oeds poou p[nom
Jejuadaed e pue s3ulyl I9Yj0
0] UOTIIPPE UT WOO] STY 818pOWUG
-0k 0} 9ABY PINOM IBAESM © SedUr
reanu urt jey) 303103 L8y, svoeds
PaAJSA0D-TIOS B[ A18A pey oxenb
9y} Jope dn swed jey} s$58n0Y
|8y} ‘anjer] uj, " SenIuslue 1S9
381 M ‘sesnoy utspoud,, sfdousd
3ULI8h0 JO osTwoad S JUUIUISA0S
Y} Je 3urods os[e aIe SOON
‘peppe 9y ,,‘Seuo ULI[R IC
‘Tomau Jursodwiradns jo pes)s
-ur pepeaddn ag pinoys serdojou
-4oa} Surisixe oy, "diqeoifdad
jsowr ay) aJe saade[[ia Aq pesn
-orad ATuowod jsowr sar3ojou
-J09) eUoiipea] pres [esa(] "uol}
-eJIIqeya.d a[qeuleIsns 0} A9y 9y}
ST Lyniqeoridaa yeys Suissaans
' JABorouyoa) Surpng juey
-s1saJd-ayenbylres 93 Jo ue.L0UST
9IoMm A9V} Sk aI0J9q Se ABm SUEs
sy} yonuwi A33ead,, ut sesnoy piing
0} panuUnNUod sIsdefIa oY) Ine]
Ul SUOTIONJIISUOD [98]s-pue-jusid
-90 SUIOS PIINJLXa PRUBISPAH pue
aund ‘TequIny WoJdj S.10J0B.I3U00
31q Joe uoos 1ey} pappe oH
‘1esa(d
pres ‘sio3e[[la 0] A30[ouyoa)
JO Jaysuet} 9y} st ue(d wasl-8uo]
Aue jo 10adse Teronao jsouwr oyl
‘I9A0I0,, ‘AI1INO8S JO SUSS JSTR}
® Ul }[nsal AJUo [[Im eyl smey
SNOLIAS dAB(\SaI30[0Uyda] [9931S
»c:m-EmEmNF ﬂﬁm:m&w RLEL

-WIGA0E U3 1oy} (99 SOON 9UL
“IXI0M TB1008 B ‘UBYpIBMIE] [Ufed
pres ‘quelsisal ayend pue auofd
-A0 dJB UoTyM SJalfays EEE.SH%
Ajrienb pood st unoy 243 Jo poas
QU] uonE[lgeyRa [njduruvat
Jo joadsoad ayy ssipaedos! pue
wspqotd 93 a3roI[dwoo LJuo [[imn
age)s s1yj 1e aysey Suy jurod (8o
-irjod € 8.100S 0} ALY SNOPUBLILS.Ii
B Ul ST JUSWUISA0T  dYL..
"SpooU JBl oYy
Y} 07 1oMSUR UR JOU S{ SYIUOWL X
UIYIIM S3anjongs pejeoriqe-aad
Sso{OWoY 24} SULIBYO JO sostuoad
I8 ABS SOON ‘. SI0IDL Jo young,, &
Aq padede.ad usaq sey dinb wayy o
autos yorym ‘edejoed uorleliqey
-9 $,JUdIUIBA03 aY) 18 JSey3Vy
*,.01 sH8MSUE Yaas 03 JULM
3,Usa0p 31 suonsanb,, s juad
-LLIGAOS o)} SULIUOLJUND MOU 8w
‘Tedny 9y ISTA[IOR SIY pUk (859}
PUNOI. Palfel AR Oym SOHN
‘adoostaed rotiod e ueyy e
-0%,, 940W B W4 Uoie3nuiwt Jojse
-${P WJA3}-3U0] pUe UolIeijigeysd
Jo ansst ay) je Yoo[ 0} Wiy supsse
o1ed 1By qIysoy J9ISIULLL J914s 01
..SU0ssay,, STy Jo AJ0O € paxe] Aepo}
‘sqeak UaAds Ised ay) J0j anjery
Ul Sursfiom usdq sey oym ‘tessdq
‘'ssoUpededalsd J9IseSI(f Ul UOTY
-0V $,91dosd 104 00U [RUONIBN
8y} Jo resa( vapusley pres  anjey
Wodj SU0ss9| Aue juJdes] Jusey
JUOWIULIDAOS 9] Jey] StUaas 1],
‘Jeaenn padeaer-ayenhd
Ul S3I31{Bad PUNOJS oY) YILM 2UAS
JO 1ML ATe10) 8119Q 0 JUBWIULIDADT
Y3 Sulsnoor 21 JUsWISTULLL
I91SBSIP ] soUsLIadXs puey-18ai]
UM SOON 182 "qad ‘Peqepamiyy

- / ¥<QZCCw (NVNY KO3

[00Y0S ayenb ySnoy 1403 Mmoo nd SOON N

>.



N

/I(GOS help census enumerators

By Ramya Kannan \)\Q -
CHENNAI, AEB. 28. Around 15 NGOs in the city got their
act togethgr late Wednesday evening to help Census
enumeratoys cover the street children population
for Census R001.

It is for the first time that NGOs have been roped
into the largest head count of the nation, thereby
setting a precedent. The organisations were ap-
proached by the Census department and their co-
operation sought to enlist the "houseless’ popula-
tion, including street children.

Though counting street children in is not new to
the decennial ritual, what is unique is the participa-
tion of non- Census personnel, according to Dr. C.
Chandramouli, Census Commissioner, Tamil Nadu.
The decision to approach the children through the
NGO volunteers they are familiar with, was made, so
as to make the task of enumeration easy and the
coverage more comprehensive. Children would also
find it more comfortable to answer questions if they
were asked by people they were interacting with on
a day to day basis, it was said.

The voluntary organisations, besides helping enu-
merators on their rounds in the streets also provided
the head count and details of street children in their
respective shelter homes and orphanages. ‘“‘We first
prepared a list of the children staying with us and

even those who take temporary shelter here. This
was followed by a street-to-street enumeration
drive’”’, according to Ms. Girija Kumarababu, of the
Indian Council for Child Welfare, one of the agen-
cies involved in the operation.

Volunteers from the NGOs accompanied the enu-
merators to spots which were identified as ‘street
children intensive areas’ or their regular haunts, on
the last day of the enumeration phase of Census
2001.

In order to make things convenient for the enu-
merators, some of the organisations had also asked
the children to be present at a particular location
between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. "'As most of the street
children are also rag pickers, we asked them to gath-
er at the ‘waste-paper’ shops. The shop owners also
co-operated with us on this issue,”” according to
Mr.Susai Raj, of the Tamil Nadu NGO Forum.

The Central and Egmore stations were also
scanned for street children, with the aid of NGOs
who work regularly there. Beginning at 6 p.m., the
exercise concluded by around 10 p.m. with the Fo-
rum splitting up to cover ‘high risk’ areas in North
and South Chennai.

While it was earlier decided to do the rounds of
‘girls’ homes’ and hostels by 4 p.m., it was later de-
cided not to make the distinction and enumeration
was carried out after 6 p.m.
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“NGO bid
to shield

++ Balco

6'sell-off

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Detlhi, Feb. 27: Non-govern-
ment organisations are jumping
into the fight over the privatisa-
tion of Balco, an issue that has
fast become a test of the Centre’s
will to privatise the public
sector,

The Centre for Civil Society
(CCS), an NGO patronised by re-
forms salesmen -— mostly econo-
mists — is going te court to pre-
empt public interest: litigation
cases that it suspects will be initi-
ated by trade unions and envi-
roniment groups.

CCS contends that the privati-
sation of public sector units is in
the “first order public interest”
as it is the only way to reform
these companies. The cases chal-
lenging privatisation are of pa-
rochial private interests, said its
president, Parth J. Shah, an'ec-
onomist and former professor at
the University of Michigan,
US. The CCS litigation will not
confine itself to Balco but to pri-
vatisation as a whole.

“It is in the larger public in-
terest to privatise public sector
units as fast as possible. For in-
stance, if the government had
taken a strategic partner for
VSNL two years ago, it would
have got 10 times the price that
the VSNL scrip commands
today. Thus the government
lost out on revenue that is £ru-
cial for development expéndi-
ture,” said Shah.

Though the CCS ¢
no interest in Balco, i
the support of industry and the
apex chambers of commerce. If
its case is upheld, it will streng-
then the argument for privatisat-
jon and threaten to take the wind
out of the sails of the opposition.

A court order against public
interest litigations filed by the
Balco Employees’ Union will
mean that any opposition to any
of the proposed privatisation
measures will be devoid of leizal
sanction. e

The CCS argues that delay in
privatisation will mean the pub-
lic sector units'that are ripe for
the picking will haveé to be'sold
cheap. Balco’s profitability, too,
has been going down over the
yvears. In 1995-96, it earned a
profit after tax of Rs 106 crore. In
1999-2000, that was down to Rs
55.89 crore. In 2000-2001 it is re-
ported to be slipping to around
Rs 25 crore. .

If the arguments of the CCS
echo those of the chambers and
pro-reforms economists, it is po
surprise.

The centre is packed with
laissez faire scholars. Its chair-
man is Kanwal Rekhi of IndUS.
Among its patrons are Isher Jud-
ge Ahluwalia of the Indian Coun-
cil for Research in International
Economic Relations, Jagdish Bh-
agwati (Columbia University),
Surjit S. Bhalla, Kirit Parikh,
Bibek Debroy (Rajiv Gandhi In-
| stitute for Contemporary Stud-
ies), Vinay Bharat Ram (DCM In-
dustries) and Siddharth Sriram.

.
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/Govt’s new fottnd love foy
NGOs is a political game plan

By Bharat Desai

AHMEDABAD: Last week, during a meeti f the
-abinet ministers, chief minister Keshubhai PAtel was
anveiling one plan after another for the rebuil{ing of
Kutch, when one of the ministers sitting in a corper of
the meeting hall commented kuch bhi kar lo, ab
nahin milega (do whatever you want, but you willlnev-
er get the votes).

Several ministers turned in the direction from where
the whisper had and the concerned minister had a
sheepish smile for having been heard. But other minis-
ters also seemed to agree with his sentiments and gave
out a collective chuckle.

For the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) the earth-
quake has shaken the very foundations on which its
political support lies. Or is it so?

A member of the 35-strong delegation from the
‘World Bank, Asian Development Bank, USAID and
the US. embassy, which has been camping in Gujarat
for the last one week, had a very pointed observation
at a common thread which ran through his discussions
with almost every government functionary. “NGO is
the key word here and for the government, any organi-
sation which is not linked with the government is an
NGO, be it a corporate house, a voluntary agency or a
religious outfit and they seem to be very keen to hand
over almost everything to these NGOs”.

The delegate remarked that there seems to be an
overwhelming agreement among all government offi-
cials, including politicians, that most of the rebuilding
work should actually be handed over to the NGOs. It
would not only ensure more involvement of the people
and the representatives in the decision making, execu-
tion and monitoring but would also ensure that trans-
parency is ensured in the system.

But why is there this new-found appreciation in the
abilities of the NGOs? The answer perhaps lies more in
political ground realities than the government’s own
willingness to hand over most of the rebuilding activities
to these agencies which are now pouring in to Kutch.

— -~

With the state assembly elections due two years from
now — which is about the time when the rebuilding pro-
cess would be completed— the BJP leadership perhaps
wants to distance itself from most of the activities in or-
der to escape the blame for things which may go awry.

And there is already signs of rumbling within the
government which say that while it may be relevant to
involve the people and their representatives in this de-
cision making process, it may not be possible to take
tough decisions — like relocation of towns and villages
— under the proposed system. Besides, the govern-
ment cannot really abdicate its responsibility and ac-
countability by just passing the buck to the grass-roots.
Also, there is the question of which NGOs, out of the
army of outfits currently camping in Kutch, to select.

Gagan Sethi, who is now associated with the Kutch
Navnirman Abhiyan, one of the better known and credi-
ble groups, says “those organisations which already have
a relationship with the people have a crucial role in this,
others can play a supportive role with specific inputs in
terms of finances, competence and skills or just play the
watchdog”. He says the Abhiyan has also approached
the chartered accountants association to examine all the
spending so as to ensure transparency.

Transparency and involvement of people in the deci-
sion making are two issues which all the big lenders
like the World Bank and ADB are emphasising on at
the government level. Besides, some NGOs like Self-
Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) are getting
direct funding from foreign organisations and even
governments who are more comfortable with financ-
ing reputed outfits rather than governments.

Kutch district collector Anil Mukim says, “I see a big
role for the NGOs in the coming days, the people’s
shall be supreme provided it does not compromise on
the aspect of safety for the community”. Officials said a
detailed draft on the modalities of implementation of
the rebuilding activity, with specific roles for the gov-
ernment, NGOs and people’s representatives, ha
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/Shablr Shah for NGOM

/ monitor

By Our S cial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 10. While support-
ing the peace initiative in Jammu
and Kashmir, the J&K Democratic
Freedom Party president, Mr.
Shabir Shah, today urged the In-
dian Government to avail of the
“golden opportunity’ offered by
Pakistan’s “positive response” to
the peace process.

At a press conference here, Mr.
Shah said the Indian Government
should “not take lightly the re-
sponse shown by Pakistan to the
peace process. The response be-
ing positive, offers a golden op-
portunity to resolve the Kashmir
issue peacefully.”

Condemning the recent killing
of six Sikhs in Srinagar, Mr. Shah
said it was part of a ‘““deeper con-
spiracy to malign the ongoing
movement in Kashmir and in that

context to offset E“e peace initia-

tive.”

Asked whether the Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s tough talk on “Kash-
mir Solidarity Day” on February 4
was indicative of the fact that
things might not turn out to be
smooth in the long run, Mr. Shah
said such indications were only
“initial hiccups” and pointed to-
wards domestic compulsions.

Describing the Ramzan cease-
fire offer of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, as a
“gracious and welcome step” in
the right direction, he regretted
that some quarters opposed the
move for their own vested inter-
ests.

Mr. Shah demanded elections
in the State under the supervision
of NGOs and prominent intellec-
tuals to bring to the fore “real and

J&K polls

genuine” representatives of the
people. He even dared the Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, to
face elections under such a super-
vision. ‘I have full faith in intel-
lectuals from India, they will
shoulder their responsibility of
overseeing the elections in a fair
manner.”

He supported the proposal of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
leadership to visit Pakistan to talk
to militant and political leaders
but criticised the Centre for “dil-
ly- dallying” in giving them pass-
ports.

‘“This clash of egos must stop.
The Hurriyat leaders should be
given passports to travel to Pakis-
tan. The Indian Governm
should be serious and siny
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.,\%/ U.N.

By Our Special Correspond

NEW DELHI, FEB. 6. The United Nation§ has no
plan of adopting any specific area in qyake-hit
Gujarat, in response to an appeal madg by the
Indian Government, but has instead qecided
to network with known NGOs in mounting
relief and rehabilitation efforts with focus on
women and children.

The U.N., with the help of bilateral and mul-
tilateral donors, has contributed $30 million
in cash supplies and expects that the figure
will go up to $50 million, the U.N. Resident
Coordinator and UNDP representative, Dr.
Brenda Gael McSweeney, said here today.

Saluting the tremendous solidarity shown
by the Indian people in the aftermath of the
quake, she said the U.N. had redeployed its
teams in the State for a convergence of ap-
proach. The overall strategy was to reach the
poorest and the unreached.

Arepresentative of the U.N. Disaster Assess-
ment and Coordination Team (UNDACT), Mr.
Joe Barr, who returned from the disaster zone,
said that by one estimate about 2,50,000 peo-
ple might have been rendered homeless. Us-
ing basic population figures, the UNICEF

e

team estimates that 10 to 15 per cent children
under five and 22 per cent children between 5
and 14 years may have been affected. As such
15,000 schools were affected and 80 per cent
villages and districts near the epicentre would
have been affected.

Mr. Barr said despite all the relief and reha-
bilitation work being done, the conditions
were not good and community life was being
disrupted. “Recovery will take time. There are
several buildings in Kutch that have devel-
oped cracks and people are scared of going
into them.”

He was all praise for the quick response to
the tragedy by the survivors, doctors, NGOs
and the armed forces, which, he said, saved
many lives. There was no estimate of the peo-
ple still buried under the rubble, rnor of the
number of deaths.

Answering persistent questions on the re-
sponse of the administration, Mr Barr said,
“‘Coordination becomes a problem in view of
the enormity of the catastrophe when people
are missing and resources were scarce.” He
identified provision of shelter from cold as the
most pressing need for the moment.

The UNICEF representative, Ms. Maria Cali-

orking with NGOs

vis, said that over the next three months an
additional $10 million would be provided to
address the special needs of children and
women. So far the agency had given approxi-
mately $4 million in relief supplies. The focus
would be on provision of water, sanitation fa-
cilities and rebuilding schools.

Describing the quake affected area as "'food
insecure”’, the Country Director of the World
Food Programme, Mr. Pedro Medrano, said it
had suffered drought in the last two years. The
earthquake had destroyed infrastructure, stor-
age, warehouses, etc. This would take some
time to restore.

The Food and- Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ) representative in India and Bhutan, Mr.
Peter Rosenegger, said a six-member team
had been sent to Bhuj to assess the damage to
agriculture and facilities against drought con-
ditions.

According to Dr. Robert J. Kim-Farley of the
World Health Organisation, surveillance
teams had been set up to monitor any out-
break of epidemic. There was none so f;

He said the bodies of the victims we
public hazard. Only culturally it w,
tant to give them a decent funegpaf.

nota
impor-
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“NGOs beat
govt In Dallt

relief race \f

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 5: In Samavas, a
7,000-strong Dalit village in Bhuyj,
it was not government relief
which reached first, but NGOs.
The roads were choked with the
debris of collapsed houses, the
survivors cut off. Perhaps its
only fault, if some NGOs are to be
believed, is that it is a Dalit vil-
lage, and so, low down in the
priority list for relief and rescue
work.

“It was one locality which was
totally untouched by relief sup-
ply. The condition of women and
children was terrible,” say the
field staff of Actionaid India, an
NGO, which a year ago had played
aleadingrole in the rehabilitation
of cyclone victims in Orissa.

And it is not just this village
that was discriminated against,
allege NGQs, but all those where
people do not have a voice — vil-
lages of tribals and minorities.
Upper-caste people and the well-
off are the first to corner relief ma-
terial; there have been instances
of hoarding even.

When the relief team from Ac-
tionaid reached the Narayanpur
village, inhabited by Kolis, a trib-
al community, it found that while
relief had reached the upper-caste
village half a kilometre away, it
had given Narayanpur the miss.

“This village is a little off the
main route and the community is
forced to go to the main road to get

relief materlal, says the Actjon-
aid report.

The earthquake came as a dou-
ble blow to remote Narayanpur
that had been in the grip of
drought for the past three years.
“According to the villagers, it
may take more than a year to re-
construct the houses and the next
rainy season could turnouttobea
nightmare if there is no govern-
ment relief,” says an Actionaid of-
ficial.

Khari Rohar, a village a 10-
minute drive from Gandhidham,
has lost 28 people in the earth-
quake. A majority of its popula-
tion is Muslims and Dalits. “They
have had no alternative but to
purchase food and water at four
times the normal price,” says the
Actionaid report.

Concerned at the discrimina-
tion, Muslim organisations have
stepped in. Several NGOs, includ-
ing the All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board and Jamiat-e-Ulema,
have sent volunteers to Kutch to
take care of “their own”. Maulana
Asad Madni of Jamiat-e-Ulema
has gone to Bhuj to identify the
dead from his community.

They are upset over the hur-
ried manner in which the dead
are being buried without identify-
ing their religion. “It is binding
upon the kith and kin of the dead
Muslim to see that the person is
given a decent burial,” says
Madni.

Where the state has faltered
the NGOs have pitched in. And
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Children scavenge for scrap items of value in piles of rubble in Bhuj on Monday. (AFP)

these are large tracts, on the mar-
gins of towns, inaccessible and
peopled by the poor and the weak.
“There is total abdication of state
responsibility,” says a personat-
tached to an NGO who has just re-
turned from Gujarat.

According to Actionaid, met-
ical teams have poured into the
state from various corners but the
government was not able to effec-
tively use them. “A majority of
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government dispensaries has
been destroyed. Apart from this,
there has been a total lack of infor-
mation management system,”
says Actionaid.

Its report gquotes Hussain
Sodha and Urmila Behn of Chand
Chowk: "The relief vans move
on the main roads. They do not
come into the interiors. We have
to come on to the main road and
wait for someone to throw

food packets at us.”

The NGO says its rehabilita-
tion will centre on children,
single women, the old and the
disabled — the most vulnerable.

“These are times when the
male members try to grab proper-
ty from widows and single
women. So, one of our focal points
is to make the people aware of
their rights,” says an Actionaid

official.
/




