‘Russia in touch
with India on
Afghan situation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 15. Russia today |
said it was maintaining ‘‘closest” *
interaction with India over the |

developments in Afghanistan and

was looking at deepening political |
and economic ties\with New Del-

hi. 4\/(() -\ iU

Russia’s visiting Deputy*P &n :
Minister, Mr. Ilya Klebanov, dfter
a meeting with the National Sgcu-
rity Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra,
said that Moscow’s non-military
involvement in Afghanistan was
considerable. “In this regard, we
have closest contacts with India.”

Mr. Klebanov will call on the -

President, Mr. K.R Narayanan,
and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal

Behari Vajpayee, during his three-. -

day stay.
His talks with the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,

 covered international terrorism,

situation in Afghanistan and bi-
lateral cooperation.
Mr. Klebanov's visit is part of

. preparations which are underway

for the visit of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Vajpayee, to Moscow in early
November. Both sides have de-
cided to push cooperation in the
spheres of nuclear energy, com-
puter software, oil and gas, steel,
defence, space and diamonds.
The Russian side is also keen on

! tie-ups with key Indian States. In-

. dia has invested $one billion in oil

I and gas in Russia’s Sak@area.
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Bhutan mulls force
agamst lta, NDFB'

Prabin Kalita M \
Guwahati, December 20

THE BHUTANESE Government
fears that it may have to use force
to root out Indian militant outfits
from its. territory. The feeling
exists despite an agreement with
the Ulfa and the NDFB leader-
ship on removal of their camps
from Bhutan.

The Ulfa leadership had signed
an agreement with the Royal
Government in June assuring to
remove four.out of its nine camps
by December-end. While Intelli-
gence reports said the outfit has
already destroyed the four camps
in Bhutan a few weeks back, the
Royal Government has said the
militant outfits refuse to leave.

“All our people are aware that
our country is facing its bigg
est security threat from the pres-
ence of armed militants from
Assam,” Bhutanese King Jigmi
Singye Wangchuck said in his
address to the nation on its Nation-
al Day on December 17.

The King, according to
Bhutan's official daily Kuensel,
said: “I would like to inform you
that in June this year the Royal
Government held talks with the
Ulfa leaders and an agreement
was signed in which they
assured that they’ll close four
camps by the end of this year. If
the Ulfa closes the camps, the
Royal Government will continue
to make every effort to resolve
the problem through dialogue.”

“Our biggest concern is that if
the efforts and initiatives taken
through dialogue do not yield
results, and the militants refuse to
leave our country, in the end,
when all peaceful options are

(B

A

a)

" COHAKA DENIES ULFA INFLUX REPORTS

DHAKA HAS strongly denied reports of an Indian separatist group sefting up
camps or relocating bases in Bangladesh.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Reaz Rahman on Wednesday rejected such
reports and said Bangladesh does not support any form of sanctuary, training
and also does not support any terrorist group in its territory. He was referring
to reports on the United Liberation Front of Assam (Ulfa) outfits moving into
Bangladesh. An earlier report from Guwabhati quoting Meghalaya police chief L
Sailo said, “We have been getting reports of Ulfa units winding up camps inside
Bhutan and trying to shift to Bangladesh via Meghalaya, and in the process set-
ting up some temporary shelters in parts of Garo Hills.”

The report further said, “The Ulfa, a militant group fighting for an indepen-
dent homeland in Assam, entrenched bases inside Bhutan for years. But the
Bhutan Government has given the rebels time till the end of this year to wind up
their camps or face being forced out by the army.”

The Sheikh Hasina Government had arrested Ulfa general secretary Anup
Chetia and his two close associates from Dhaka in December in I996. The three
are now undergoing different prison terms in Dhaka central jail after being con-
victed for illegal entry into Bangladesh, possession of different passports, for-

eign currencies and high-powered satellite phone.

HTC, Dhaka

exhausted, we may come to a stage
where there is no other option left
but to send our forces to remove
them from our territory.”
However, being a poor nation,
Bhutan is wary of launching an
armed operation against the mili-
tant outfits. “We must all be fully
aware that if an armed conflict
breaks out in the country, no mat-
ter what efforts the Government
and the people make, we will not
be able to implement the 9th Plan
development programmes. If we
are not able to utilise the large
budget outlay of Nu.70 billion for
the 9th Plan development pro-
grammes, it will result in all kinds
of problems for the Government.”
Bhutan is apprehensive of its
important installations and ser-
vice facilities being sabotaged in
the event of an armed operation.

Moreover, in order to protect the
lives of the Bhutanese people liv-
ing in between Lhamoi Zingkha
in the west and Daifam in the
east, the King said, the govern-
ment may have to evacuate more
than 80,000 people to more secure
areas. “If such a step has to be
taken, it will mean that about
80,000 of our people will have to
leave behind their houses and
land and face the possibility of
having to live like refugees in our
own country.

Nevertheless, if such a crisis
arises the Government will
mobilise resources and do every-
thing in its power to look after
the Kidu of the affected people. It
is very important for all of us to
understand the gravity of the

problem if a conflict situati
arises in our country./

[

2 ' OEC 201



b
9\'\(*

ONTEMPORARY POLITICS of

Nepal has been witness to crisis

after crisis. The latest is the chal-

lenge posed by the Maoists,
Emergency has been imposed in the
country and the army has been cailed out.
The Maoists’ emergence is the outcome
of political instability and socio-econorn-
ic backwardness. The kingdom’s main
challenge after the change in the political
system in 1991 was to stabilise democra-
c¢y. The intra and inter-party feuds failed
to provide an effective Government much
to the disappointment of the common
people who participated in the move-
ment for democracy. The ground was,
thus, ripe for the Maoists to wage a war
against the Government. The Maoists al-
so found support across the country
where people were tired of their socio-
economic condition.

Once part of mainstream politics, the
United People’s Front of Nepal (UPFN)
led by Mr. Baburam Bhattarai had cap-
tured nine seats in the 1991 general clec-
tion. It was the political front of the Unity
Centre formed by the coming together of
four extreme Left groups. The UPFN,
which considered itself the precursor of
the revolutionary movement in Nepal,
justified its participation in the election to
expose the deficiencies of the multi-party
system. However, it was soon disillu-
sioned when the Left forces under Mr.
Man Mohan Adhikari formed a Govern-
ment in 1994. Mr. Bhattarai was dissatis-
fied with the working of the Left parties
which, he said, had digressed from the
Marxist goal of creating a classless socie-
ty. The UPFN left mainstream politics
and in 1996, joined hands with the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoist) to start a
“people’s war"'.

The CPN(M)’s main objective is to es-
tablish a ‘people’s government’ through a
‘people’s war', in line with the ideology of
Peru’s Shining Path group. To form a
‘people’s government’, the CPN(M),
which bases its ideals, aspirations and
course of action on Mao’s style of dicta-
torship of the proletariat, adopted the
“strategy of surrounding the city from the
countryside”. On February 4, 1996, the

+.«~ Maoists in Nepal

By Sangeeta Thapliyal

Maoists submitted a 40-poitt memoran-
dum to the Government of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Sher Bahadur Deuba, de-
manding the abolition of royal privileges
and promulgation of a Republican Con-
stitution, abolition of the Mahakali Treaty
with India etc. The Government did not
pay heed to their demands. Consequent-
ly, on February 13, 1996, the Maoists car-
ried out simultaneous attacks in different
parts of Nepal. Starting from six western
districts — Rukum, Rolpa, Jajarkot, Sa-
lyan and Gorkha — and Sindhuli in the
east in 1996, their influence has spread to

was prevalent even in the Panchayat re-
gime but the commencement of democ-
racy and the new Constitution gave voice
to the people. The new Constitution has
given freedom of expression to the people
who were earlier silent spectators. The
ethnic groups in Nepal have organised
themselves against economic discrimina-

‘tion and the imposition of Sanskrit as a

compulsory subject in schools or Nepali
as the country’s lingua franca. The
Maoists have been sympathetic towards
the demands of the ethnic minorities and
have been demanding that ethnic minor-

India should be cautious while dealing with Nepal.

Any kind of military or material support from
India becomes an emotive issue in Nepal and
can be misinterpreted as interference.

66 of Nepal's 75 districts, particularly in
the poverty-stricken, economically-back-
ward areas. Since then, the guerillas have
attacked Government installations, in-
dulged in loot and arson and killed local
bureaucrats, village headmen and influ-
ential people especially in the western,
central hill areas and the western terai.
The Army, left untouched in the initial
stages of the ‘war’, became a target in the
recent spurt in violence.

The Maoists’ traditional support base,
comprising Brahmins, Chettris and Ne-
wars, has been expanded and they now
draw support from Rais, Limbus, Gu-
rungs, Magars, Tamangs etc. Economic
backwardness, political instability and
social discrimination led the ethnic mi-
norities to extend support to the Maoists.
The cohesive structure of Nepali society
was shaken in 1990 when the new Consti-
tution declared Nepal to be a Hindu-state
with Nepali the only official language.
The other ethnic groups (mainly Tibeto-
Burman) questioned the propriety of de-
claring Nepal a Hindu state, as they do
not consider themselves Hindus. The eth-
nic disparities became glaring between
the ethnic minorities and the dominant
castes. The domination of the dominant
castes in education, employmernt etc,,

ities should have autonomy over areas
where they are in majority. Presently, the
Maoists’ call to the indigenous ethnic
groups to join the people’s war has been
answered by the Khambuan Mukti Mor-
cha. Unless the Government takes care of
the people’s grievances, the possibility of
the disgruntled people joining the peo-
ple’s war is a possibility.

The Government has used force, per-
suasion and negotiation to tackle the is-
sue, all in vain. The police have proved
ineffective against the better armed and
better organised Maoists. The mecha-
nisms adopted to persuade the guerillas
to give up arms by forming the Ganesh
Man Singh Peace Campaign in july, 1999,
or the Government's initiative to set up a
six-member committee led by Mr. Deuba
did not make any breakthrough. Ending
their four-month-old ceasefire, the
Maoists attacked several districts in No-
vember this year. King Gyanendra de-
clared imposition of emergency on the
recommendation of the Cabinet and de-
ployed the Army to tackle the Maoists.

The Maoists have been declared terror-
ists. The lack of a consensus is behind the
Government’s failure to tackle the issue
be it on the issue of the use of army or

1§ Otl
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implementing an anti-tegrorist bill. On an
earlier occasion, the Government's de-
mand for deploving the Army against the
Maoists had been turned down by the
King.

What does the Maoist movement in
Nepal spell for India? To begin with, the
Maoists specifically have an anti-India bi-
as. The document adopted at the third
plenum of the CPN(M) central committee
in March, 1995, declared that the armed
struggle was specifically against “Indian
imperialism’’. It also voiced opposition io
the recruitment of Gurkhas in the Indian
Army. It is alleged that the Maoists are
being trained by the ex-Gurkha soldiers.
The Maoists fraternal links with the Peo-
ple’s War Group (PWG) and Maoist Com-
munist Centre (MCC) in India are well
established. It is said that the Maoists got
electronic detonators and  explosives
from the PWG, while pistols, ammunition
and high-quality detonators were provid-
ed by the MCC. Nepal, in fact, is emerging
as the conduit for illegal arms brought
from India, which are smuggled back
again to India.

The socio-political turmoil in Nepal has
a spillover effect in India. The timing of
the attacks by the PWG in Andhra Pra-
desh with the end of the Maoists’ cease-
fire in Nepal is noteworthy. India has
diplomatically extended support to the
declaration of emergency in Nepal. Con-
demning violence by the Maoists, India
said it would not allow its territory to be
used by forces inimical to Nepar’s inter-
ests. India should be cautious while deal-
ing with Nepal. It should be borne in
mind that any kind of military or material
support from India becomes an emotive
issue in Nepal and can be misinterpreted
as interference.

While dealing with the Maoists, the
Government of Nepal has to be clear
whether it is a terrorist problem, a politi-
cal problem or a socio-economic one. It
has to assess its own strengths while deal-
ing with the Maoists be it on seeking ex-
ternal support or its own negotiating
strategy.

(The writer is presently with the Delhi Policy
Grdup.)
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New De:hi, Dec. 14: The meet-
ing L.etween Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vijpayee and Afghan for-
eigr minister Abdullah Abdul-
lah vesterday lasted only 30 min-
utes. But the message was loud
and clear; India is back in busi-
ness in Afghanistan.

This was the first meeting be-
tween an Afghan leader and an
Indian, Prime Minister in a
decade.

This afternoon, when he met
Indian counterpart Jaswant
Singh, the Afghan foreign minis-
ter gave New Delhi credit for the
changes that have taken place in
Kabul. “1 thank India for making
this day possible when terrorist
groups are not in control of
Afghanistan,” Abdullah -Abdul-
lah told Jaswant and the Indian

_delegation in South Block.

That Vajpayee met the
Afghan foreign minister despite
the fast-paced developments fol-
lowing the attack on Parliament
yesterday indicates how much
he is valued in New Delhi.

Abdullah Abdullah is among
the string of Afghan leaders, mo-
stly from the Northern Alliance,
who have been visiting India
since early this month to thank
the country for its support.

India, along with Russia and
Iran, has been one of the main
backers of the Northern Allia-
nce -~ which is playing a crucial
role in the interim regime in
Kabul.

The interior minister of the
new regime, Younis Qanuni, was
here recently. After Abdullah,
the third key figure of the Al-
liance and the defence minister
of the new set-up, General
Fahim, is expected to visit India.

The almost back-to-back vis-
its of these leaders have made it
clear that India, which was per-
sona non grata in Afghanistan
when the Taliban were in con-

back in a big way.

Y From the security point of
view, the developments in
Afghanistan have worked in
India’s favour. The Taliban’s
ouster has not only cut off Pak-
istan’s strategic depth, it has
also paved the way for New
Delhi’s entry into Afghanistan.

At the meeting this after-
noon, Abdullah recalled the role
played by the slain Northern Al-
liance leader Ahmad Shah Ma-
sood, who had worked relentless-
ly for the liberation of
Afghanistan from the fundamen-
talist Taliban regime.

With the new interim regime
about to take charge — the for-
mal takeover is scheduled for De-
cember 22 — the Afghan foreign
minister decided to share with
India some of the problems that
the people of Afghanistan are
facing and point out the areas
where New Delhi could help.

Abdullah said there were two
main challenges before the new
regime in Kabul — security and
stability and reconstruction and
rehabilitation. He expressed the
hope that in this struggle, too,
Kabul would be helped by its
“true friends” like India.

Jaswant promised that India
would continue to extend all sup-
port to the people of Afghan-
istan. He stressed that India’s as-
piration was purely to gain the
friendship of the Afghan people
and to ensure their wellbeing.
Once the new regime decides on
its priorities and identifies areas
where it needs urgent help, India
would be only too happy to ex-
tend its support, he said.

India’s help has already been
sought with medicines, medical
service and education. The Indi-
ra Gandhi hospital in Kabul has
been revived and New Delhi has
despatched medical personnel
and tonnes of medicines to help
the Afghan people.

Jaswant Singh with Afghan foreign minister
Abdullah Abdullah in New Delhi on Friday. (PT1)
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nal from Washington

FROM PRANAY SHARMA Singh met the US ambassador, . s et -
Robert Blackwill, who has of- ' ' : ¥
New Delhi, Dec. 14: In step  fered Washington’s help in the = . g
= YN

with the rhetoric of liquidat-
ing terrorists, India is build-
ing a case against Pakistan,
holding it indirectly respon-
sible for yesterday’s attack
on Parliament and hoping
that the US would exert
enough pressure on Islam-
abad to give up its policy of
cross-border terrorism.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh claimed “technical evide-
nce” of Pakistans-based terror-
ist outfit Lashkarie-Toiba’s role
in the attack on Parliament.

“There is cregdible technical
evidence that yesterday’s terror-
ist attack on the seat of democra-
cy and sovereignty of Indian pe-
ople was the handiwork of Pak-
istan-based terrorist organisati-
on Lashkar-e-Toiba,” Singh said.

Lashkar denied it. “This is a
lie and baseless,” its spokesman
Yahya Mujahid told Reuters in
Islamabad.

Delhi demanded that Islam-
abad immediately act against
the leadership of Lashkar and
another Pakistan-based terror-
ist outfit Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Pakistan promised to exam-
ine the “technical evidence”. “If
India provides us with evidence,
we will examine it,” the official
Associated Press of Pakistan
news agency quoted foreign min-
istry spokesman Aziz Ahmed
Khan as saying.

Although the nature of this
“technical evidence” is not being
divulged, it could be intercepts of
messages between the terrorists
and their leadership in Pakistan
and other clues that establish
their link with Islamabad.

Home mjnister L.K. Advani
said: “We have received some cl-
ues... which show that a neigh-

bouring country, and some ter-.

rorist organisations active there
are behind it.”

Pakistan, however, said it wo-
uld not allow its soil to be used
for terrorist activities.

The “evidence” Delhi claims
to have is likely to be shared with
the Americans. In the evening,

fight.against terrorism. Visiting
Parliament in the morning,
Blackwill said the US and India
were together in this battle.

“The tragic event that oc-
curred yesterday and perpetrat-
ed by terrorists was no different
in its objective from the terror at-
tacks in the US on September
11,” he said.

India lodged a strong protest
with Pakistan in the form of a
verbal demarche by foreign sec-
retary Chokila Iyer to high com-
missioner Ashraf Jehangir Qazi
this afternoon.

In the message, India asked
Pakistan to do three things. One,
to stop the activities of Lashkar-
e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed
based on its soil. Two, take the
leadership of these outfits into
custody and three, freeze their fi-
nancial assets.

“Pakistan, which has joined
the international fight against
global terrorism, should now
take appropriate action,” foreign
ministry spokesperson Nirupa-
ma Rao said. “We want Pakistan
to walk the talk.”

Anticipating that Pakistan
may attempt to bring the focus
back on Jammu and Kashmir by
asking its armed forces along the
Line of Control to be on “high al-
ert”, the Indian leadership is tr-
ying to ensure the issue is not bl-
own out of proportion. Asked to
comment, Singh said: “We have
no such information with us.”

The dilemma before the Indi-
an leadership is how to deal with
the terrorist attack. Having gath-
ered the “evidence”, which Sin-
gh may have passed on to Black-
will, Delhi wants Washington to
exert pressure on Islamabad to
act against the terrorist outfits.

If it does not see any results,
India may have to take the diffi-
cult decision of dealing with
Pakistan on its.own, for which
pressure is building up within
the ruling BJP.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee said today: “Give some
time to the government.”

FROM K.P.NAYAR

Washington, Dec. 14: Within
hours of yesterday’s terrorist at-
tack on the Parliament complex,
the Bush administration moved
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee to Rashtrapati Bhavan!

The instant reaction of the
White House in describing Vaj-
payee as India’s President while
announcing the phone call made
by President George W. Bush yes-
terday reflects how very, very
low a priority the US is attaching
to what is to the Indian govern-
ment a cataclysmic develop-
ment.

South Block and the PMO
may hot realise how far removed

A CRPF officer stands guard out51de Parliament. (Reuters)

Capitol war against ‘President Vajpayee’

India is from America’s radar
screen. But the Indian embassy
in Washington certainly does.
Indian officials here have been
working overtime on Capitol
Hill to create sentiment support-
ive of Delhi in the eventuality of
any retaliation by India acquir-
ing crisis proportions.

Their efforts produced far
more significant results than
anything that transpired yester-
day vis-a-vis India in the White
House or in Foggy Bottom, the
seat of the state department.

Tom Lantos, the ranking De-
mocratic member of the House
of Representatives Internation-
al Relations Committee, tried to
jog America’s consciousness by

comparing the latest terrorist at-
tack in Delhi to the outrage on
September 11.

Lantos said on the House
floor that “three months and two
days ago, terrorists used box cut-
ters, knives and fuel-laden pas-
senger jets to launch suicide mis-
sions against the US”.

He reminded Americans that
“one of those airplanes may

*have been intended to hit this
very Capitol building — the sym-
bol of our democracy. The attack

against India, as with the attacks’

against the US, were... cowardly
attempts by criminal terrorist
organisations to attack free
and democratic societies, to
intimidate their people and

their government”.

Lantos continued: “Today, I
want to assure the people and go-
vernment of India that you are
not alone... We must act together
in rooting out the terrorist net-
works wherever they exist.”

Lobbying in recent years has
taught the Indian embassy here
that the most effective route to
securing action by any US ad-
ministration is through Capitol
Hill. When Pakistanis occupied
the Kargil heights in 1999, the
state department equivocated
for 10 days, Bill Clinton notwith-
standing. It was not until the
House International Relations
Committee criticised Islamabad
that Foggy Bottom stirred

.

against Pakistan.

It is not for nothing that suc-
cessive Israeli leaders visiting
Washington first go to Capitol
Hill before they interact with
anyone in the administration.
Belatedly, India is learning from
Tel Aviv how the US system oper-
ates.

Of course, Bush himself
spoke to Vajpayee. What is lost
on New Delhi is that the White
House did not even find it neces-
sary to mention the President’s
conversation with Vajpayee.
Bush offered Vajpayee the sop of
assistance by the FBI and the
state department’s counter-ter-
rorism teams, all highly discred-

ited after September 11. /

7~



o

fered the trauma of regicide.
» Theking, Gyanendra, is still to
’,, stabilize his authority and cred-
- ibility The tragedies and threats
to stability have not just continued but
they have increased. India’s focus of at-

tention has been on the global anti-ter- .

rorist campaign in recent weeks. With-
in a month of the assassination of the
former king, Birendra, India was con-

centrating on Indo-Pakistani relations .

in the context of the impending
Musharraf-Vajpayee summit in July.
We have perhaps not been attentive to
developments in our other neighbour-
ing countries in the process.

The massive attack by Maoist ter-
rorist organizations against Nepal’s
security forces and civilian population
in the western districts between No-
vember 19 and 25 draws our attention
back to Nepal because of the threat
that terrorism poses to Nepal’s securi-
ty and stability. It is even more neces-
sary for us to assess and respond to the
violence in Nepal, because it has seri-
ous implications for India’s internal
security.

Recalling more recent develop-
ments in Nepal during the last six
months would be pertinent. Gyanen-
d¥a’s ascending the throne was sur-
rounded by feelings of suspicion and
uncertainty, Political parties partici-
pating in the democratic governmen-
tal processes were subject to internal
contradictions and factionalism at
higherfeyels after the murder of the
former king and his family. '

Birendra was removed from the
scene at the time when there were ru-

. mours of his having initiated some dis-

cussions with Maoist extremists with
the objective of persuading them to
move away from violence and to join
the political mainstream. This was the
reason the late king did not authorize
the operational deployment of the
Nepalese army against the Maoists de-
spite recommendations made by the
G.P Koirala government. There were
also reports that the present king, Gya-
nendra, was the main interlocutor des-
ignated by the late king to carry out
these highly confidential discussions.

was replaced by Sher Bahadur

Deuba. Gyanendra and Deuba
jointly managed to negotiate a cease-
fire with the Maoists in July. But the
implementation of the ceasefire has
had a chequered pattern of implemen-
tation since July and August, 2001. Ap-
parently the Maoist Party of Nepal de-
cided to abandon the ceasefire arrange
“ments in the second half of November,

T he then prime minister, Koirala,

The author is former foreign
secretary of india

t is six months since Nepal suf- ‘
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~ which led to largescale and territorial-
ly widespread violence in the districts
of Dang, Rolpa and Pyuthan between
November 19 and 25. Maoist cadre
specifically targeted police and army
camps, government offices, as well as
members of the recognized political
parties of Nepal along with civilian
government representatives, It must
also be recalled that the Maoists were
running a parallel government in six
to ten districts of southern and
western Nepal over the last five to six
years. They couid do this because of
the lack of development and poor eco-
nomic condition of the people in these
areas.

he democratic governments of
Nepal perhaps did not attend to
this problem effectively since
they came back to power in the early
Nineties. The other factor which con-
tributed to the hold of the Maoist Com-
munist Party of Nepal in these areas
was Birendra’s reluctance to use the
_ Nepalese army against his own people.
When the democratic leaders of Nepal
failed to negotiate with the Maoists,
the king himself tried to intervene in
the process during the last months of
his life, an effort which was abruptly
cut short by his assassination.

The latest bout of violence which
resulted in the killing of military and
civilian personnel of the government
of Nepal compelled the Nepalese gov-
ernment to declare a state of emer-
gency in the country, and the king,
Gyanendra, to take the decision to de-
ploy the Nepalese army against Maoist
cadre on Monday, November 26. The
Nepalese government has also issued
an ordinance stipulating life imprison-
ment and confiscation of properties of
anybody who directly or indirectly
participates in or supports terrorist
activities. i :

The print media, the mouthpieces
of the Maoist Party, Janadesh Weekly,
The Daily Janadisha, and the monthly
magazine, Dishabodh, have been
closed down by the government.
Nepalese armed forces have carried
out ground operations as well as air
strikes in the districts affected by the
latest insurgent activities. What is to
be noted is that the decision to take de-
cisive action against this terrorist

group has been taken reluctantly. The
Deuba government is keeping the door
open for negotiations. The prime min-
ijster issued an official statement
which reflects this attitude. He said,
“Our country is passing through a
grave situatjon these days. The terror-
ists in the name of Maoists have ter-
rorized the whole Nepalese public

o ——
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through violence, murder and sense-
less bloodshed. Efforts are being made
to invite them to the negotiating table
to seek a peaceful solution to the
problems.”

India has announced support for
the Nepalese government’s decision.
Our foreign office spokesinan has stat-
ed, “The declaration of emergency is

in India’s view a necessary step by the
democratic government (of Nepal) to
preserve order. We extend our support
to the government of Nepal.” That
Nepal expects not just political but also
some substantive assistance from
India is clear in the bilateral interac-
tions since November 26. The Nepalese
prime minister, Deuba, spoke to the In-
dian prime minister on the night of
Monday, November 26.

The commander-in-chief of the
Nepalese army, General Prajwalla
S.JB. Rana, made an emergency
stopover in Delhi on November 25
while travelling back from Vienha to'
Kathmandu to have discussions with
the Indian chief of army staff, General
Sunderajan Padmanabhan. Prior to
this visit of GeneralRana, a five-mem-
ber armed forces team from Nepal led
by Lieutenant General Pyarjung

‘-‘Hhéxt -~ niw
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Thapa, the chief of staff of the
Nepalese army, held discussions in
Delhi and the Maoist Gommunist
Council of Bihar. This link poses a con-
tinuing threat to security apd stability
on the Indo-Nepal boarder as well as in
the concerned states of India men-
tioned above. , )

The macro-level political agenda of

‘ The latest bout of
violence resutted in the
killing of military and
civilian personnel of the
Nepal government ,

e e )

the Nepalese Maoist Party is to abolish
the constitutional monarchy and the
current democratic system in Nepal. It
is also categorical in its objectiontoa
close relationship between India and
Nepal. At a deeper level, the socio-eco-
nomic predicament of Nepal has to be
noted. Nepal is land-locked, and is
amongst the least developed countries
in the world. Within Nepal itself there
are internal socio-economic dispari-

| / India’s Nepal policy should be supporﬁve without being prescriptive

A ne}ghbour in danger,
{ b Loy

ties of a critical nature. While the
Kathmandu valley and portions of
eastern Nepal are comparatively de-
veloped, western Nepal, nearly half of
the country, is underdeveloped and ig

in need of purposive governance and

economic and social development in-
puts. The objective of the Maoists has
been to prevent such policies so that
they do not lose their base in this re-
gion of Nepal. If there is lack of mini-
mum levels of political stability and
continuity, the Maoist insurgents
would be able to move forward on the
objectives mentioned earlier.

disturbed and unstable Nepal

can create serious political and

security concerns for India..
The floating Nepalese population be-
tween Bhutan, India and Nepal, with*

_indeterminate national identity and in
economic want can provide fertile

ground for Fecruitment of Maoistsand” -
other terrorist groups on both sides of-

" the Indo-Nepal border. w

A Nepal in turmoil which is unsta-"-
ble and subject to fractious politics can.
get enmeshed in foreign policy and se
curity decisions which can have a’
detrimental effect not only on Indo-
Nepal, but also on Sino-Indian rela+
tions. It is in this context that India has’
been prompt in supporting Deuba in
decisions taken by his government to-
take effective countermeasures.
against the current phase of Maoist in-~
surgency in that country. I

India will also be providing neces-
sary operational and logistical assis-
tance to the Nepalese government to
make these counter-insurgency opera-
tions successful. This support and co-"
operation are both necessary and de--
sirable, given the long-term productive"
potentialities of bilateral cooperation
between India and Nepal. Leaving-
aside the important political and secus"
rity dimensions of these potentialities;.
cooperation in the fields of commerce,
joint utilization of hydro-electric po-’
tential and the joint effort with Nepal:
to strengthen the South Asian Associa- -

- tiop for Regional Cooperation are of".

long-term importance and benefit to °
the peoples of both countries. 3

he next summit of the SAARC*

scheduled to be held in Kath-I °

mandu is 2 more immediate fact
tor necessitating Indian support to~
Nepal in the efforts underway to..’
control and then eradicate the Maoist -
insurgency. Indo-Nepalese relations
are again at a critical juncture due to .
developments in that country over the
last fortnight. The capacity of Nepal to
return to normalcy and stability with-..
in a democratic framework and India’s
ability to be supportive without being
prescriptive are factors which should.
underpin India’s Nepal policieS/ '
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interim Foreign Minister, Dr. Ab-
dullah Abdullah arrived here this
evening to push forward political
and economic ties with India.

Dr. Abdullah arrived in an Indi-
an Air Force IL-76 plane, accom-
panied by Mr. S.K. Lambah,
India’s Special Envoy on Afghan-
istan, who was on a day-long visit
to Kabul.

During his visit to Kabul, the In-
dian delegation discussed pro-
spects of contributing to the
reconstruction of the war-torn Af-
ghanistan. Mr. Lambah, during
the visit also met Afghanistan’s
Defence Minister in the interim
Government, Mr. Mohammad
Qasim Fahim. Discussions revolv-
ed around the possibility of long-
term defence cooperation be-
tween the two sides, official
sources said.

Analysts here attach consider-
able importance to Dr. Abdullah’s
visit as it follows the trip to India,
by Afghanistan’s Interior Minis-
ter, Mr. Yunus Qanooni.

Defends ties with India

Our Staff Reporter adds:
Brushing aside the recent con-
cerns voiced by Pakistan over
members of Afghanistan’s Inter-
im Government visiting India, the

i Afghan Foreign Minister-desig-

nate, Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, on
arriving here today said it was Af-
ghanistan's right to maintain bi-
lateral relations with any country
and these visits should be seen in
that context.

Speaking to mediapersons at

The Afghan Foreign Minister-desig-
nate, Dr. Abdullah Abdullah,
addressing a press conference
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

his brother-in-law, Mr. Kaihan’s
residence here, Dr. Abdullah
made it clear that Afghanistan
viewed its relations with India dif-
ferently from that with Pakistan.
“India is a major power in the re-
gion and Pakistan is a neighbour-
ing country. And it is
Afghanistan’s right to maintain
bilateral relations with India as
much as with Pakistan.”

Dr. Abdullah, who arrived here

this evening, said he would be at-
tending a few official meetings
apart from reuniting with his fam-
ily. However, he refused to dis-
close the number of days he
planned to spend here.

On the issues that he would be
taking up with the authorities
here, Dr. Abdullah said: “I am
here at the invitation of the Indian
Foreign Minister to discuss the
security situation in Afghanistan

~«~Abdullah arrives in Delhi

and the problems before the new-
ly-formed Interim Government.”

The official side apart, Dr. Ab-
dullah has some private matters
at hand — he will be taking his
wife and daughters, who have
been in India for the past four
months, back to Kabul.

To a question on this, he re-
plied: “If you (the media) give me
the time, I can discuss these mat-
ters with my family.”

Earlier, Dr. Abdullah’s brother-
in-law, Mr. Kaihan said the entire
family was hoping to return to Ka-
bul at the earliest. “We will surely
be going back, but when and how
will be decided by'Dr. Abdullah.
After all, who is not eager to re-
turn to his country.”

Unlike, Dr. Abdullah’s wife and
daughters, the 27-year-old Mr.
Kaihan has been in India for three
years, but has been making inter- .
mittent trips to Afghanistan.

A.P. HC gets {ive
new judges
By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 12. The President,
Mr. K.R. Narayanan, has appoint-
ed Mr. Gurugubelli Yethirajulu,
Mr. Dalava Subrahmanyam, Mr.
Dubagunta Subrahmanyam, Mr.
Chintamaneni Sreerama Krishna
Prasad and Mr. Maddy Narayana
Reddy, to be additional judges-of
the Andhra Pradesh High Court,
in that order of seniority, for two
years each, with effect from the
date they assume charge.
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—India stepping up

e

. engagement of

f - Afghanistan

By Our Special CoWWan police personnel could

. NEW DELHI, DEC. 10. India is step-

. ping up its engagement of Af-

. ghanistan this week by receiving

' the Foreign Minister-designate,

. Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, and send-
ing the second relief flight to the
war-torn nation.

Dr. Abdullah, who arrives in the
capital on Wednesday for a two-
day visit, will meet the top rung of
Indian leaders including the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh. He is
also visiting his family here.

Last week, India hosted the In-
terior Minister designate of the
interim administration in Afghan-
istan, Mr. Yunus Qanooni.

Pleased with the turn of events
in Afghanistan that led to the
ouster of the Taliban, India is ex-
ploring all avenues for intensify-
ing the interaction with interim
administration that will take

. charge of Kabul on December 22.

Dr. Abdullah’s visit is part of the

. process for establishing political
| contact with the new leaders of
| Afghanistan, many of whom India
i has known over the last few years
( while extending support to the
| Northern Alliance.

In engaging the new leadership
in Kabul, India is likely to explore
new avenues for bilateral cooper-
ation in the context of putting Af-
ghanistan together again and
delivering relief and reconstruct-
ion to the people.

The country has already offered
assistance to train and build the
urgently needed police forces in
Afghanistan. A small contingent

be stationed in Kabul to help de-
velop the necessary human re-
sources for the maintenance of
law and order. India has the expe-
rience of participating in such
policing programmes under the
United Nations flag.

New Delhi sent one relief plane
a few days ago and another will
follow on Wednesday. More doc-
tors, nurses and medicines may
be sent in the flight.

The country also plans to take
an active part in the international
meetings of the donors who are
planning to coordinate their ef-
forts in delivering relief and hu-
manitarian assistance to
Afghanistan in the coming weeks.

indo-U.S. military
exercise

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 10. India will hold
a three-day military-to-military
exercise with the United States off
the Mumbai/Goa coast from
Wednesday. It will be followed by
joint exercises with Korean ships.

The details for the joint exercise
with the U.S. armed forces were
finalised over four months ago.
The impetus came from the reac-
tivation of the joint Defence Pol-
icy Group headed by senior
civilian officials from THE De-
fence Headquarters of both coun-
tries.

Three Korean ships will be vis-
iting Mumbai from December 14.
A passage exercise will be con-
ducted when the ships leave
Mumbai on December 18.
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Turn to page 3

Delhi quick oft the

block m}%{bul wﬁf

Dec. 9. — South Block moved uncharacteristically
swiftly to re-assert India’s presence in Kabul as
soon as the Taliban fled the capital, and ensure that
its voice was heard.

Not only did it set up a rudimentary liaison mis-
sion in record time (one day), the Indian flag is ac-
tually fluttering high in the embassy compound

Mr Gautam Mukhopadhyay, IFS officer, is try-
ing to reassert India’s role in the war-ravaged na-
tion after a rude interregnum. He is in constant
touch with New Delhi and is trying hard to cement
India’s position with the new interim administra-
tion.

Mr Qureishi, an old Afghan hand who has
setved in Kabul for 27 years, is his interpreter.
There are some support staff also.

The team of doctors and medical staff which
went to Kabul said long queues of patients are
seen standing outside the Indira Gandhi Hospital
almost daily.

It will, however, take some time to restore the
colonial-style Ambassador’s residence, which the
Taliban used as an ammunition dump “and for oth-

er undiplomatic uses”.

The liaison mission, which is staying at the Ka-
ul Hotel, has been interacting with the local com-
munity to sort out minor grievances and assuring
them of complete safety.

An official said: “Kabul is a city at peace with it-
self. The armed forces are on the periphery and the
police in town are ensuring that the law and order
does not break down”. The team is due to return
“before Christmas™ for debriefing.

Senior Northern Alliance officials accompanied
the Indian team on visits to the local temple and
Gurdwara to reassure the remaining 500 Indian
families in Kabul of their right to worship freely,
without fear of persecution.

Ties between the two nations were further
strengthened as the newly-appointed interior min-
ister, Mr Younus Qanooni, visited New Delhi on
his way back from the UN-sponsored conference at
Bonn. The official contact paved the way for India
to play a more active role in reconstruction efforts
in Afghanistan. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee extended
a $100 million credit line to Afghanistan. He also
promised close cooperation in training police and
para-military personnel in that country. '
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“Abdullah Abdul{lah
to visit Ilelh"; e

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri \ﬂ 1L

New Delhi, December 9 k\/\ )

THE FOREIGN Minister of the
interim Afghan administration,
Abdullah Abdullah, will be mak-
ing his first official visit to New
Delhi on Wednesday. Abdullah‘s
arrival, following closely on that
of the new Afghan Home Minis-
ter, Yunus Qanooni, reflects
India’s influence with the pre-
sent regime in Kabul.

Abdullah is scheduled to meet
his Indian counterpart, Jaswant
Singh, Home Minister LK
Advani and Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. )

New Dethi considers Abdullah,
who has long been the Northern
Alliance’s Foreign Minister, as
Kabul's most ardent Indophile.

Abdullah was one of the clos-
est confidantes of the murdered
Ahmad Shah Masood. He was the
Alliance’s liaison with the out-
side world. Abdullah played a
key role in overcoming the
Alliance’s distrust of India — a
dislike derived from Delhi’s sup-
port of the Soviet invasion.

Like many of the new genera-
tion of Afghan leaders, Abdullah
is not a prisener to ethnicity. His
mother, for example, is a Kanda-
hari Pashtun and his father a
Panjshir valley Tajik. Qanooni is
also ethnically mixed. The two
were crucial in sidelining old
Tajik leaders like Burhanuddin
Rabbani who opposed sharing
power with Pashtuns or allowing
a multinational presence.

Qanooni is still in New Delhi. He -

may even be among the passen-
gers aboard the I1-76 aircraft
being sent by the Indian Govern-
ment to Kabul from New Delhi
on Wednesday morning to rein-
force the liaison office New Delhi
has set up in Kabul.
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q7X(ISTAN’S POLICY of fomenting terror-
Pism came in for heavy criticism by the new

Afghan interior minister, Younus Qanooni
on Friday, as Afghan and Indian views on ter-
rorism converged for the first time in years.
Coming straight to Delhi from Bonn, Mr
Qanooni, the first high-level visitor from the
interim administration in Kabul warned Islam-
abad that its “policy of terrorism in Afghanistan
has failed as also in other places. This is the time
for Islamabad to review its strategy of the past.”

Mr Qanooni who will remain in the city for
the next few days with his family, will return
to Kabul in the middle of next week. Specula-
tion is rife that he and his family might be on
the next Indian flight to Kabul that is sched-
uled for Wednesday morning, though there was
no confirmation from the government.

In a significant assertion, which may have
differed from the new Afghan premier, Hamid
Karzai, Mr Qanooni also categorically ruled out
any amnesty for top Taliban leaders like Mul-

anoonl la

CEMENTING TiEs: Home minister L.K.
Advani welcomes Afghanistan’s
interior minister Younus Qanooni
in New Delhi on Friday. — AFP

lah Mohammed Omar or Osama bin Laden.
“Amnesty is possible for the small men, not the
big leaders.” Mr Karzai’s offer of amnesty to
Omar on Thursday in return for a condemna-
tion of terrorism had to be changed.

Mr Qanooni, along with the rest of the

[he Ecunvinic Times

Jles out at Pak policy

Northern Alliance, is less inclined to be chari-
table to the Taliban. Mr Qanooni stressed that
the foreign fighters who were still in Afghanistan
— mostly Pakistanis — would be asked to return
forthwith. He was also relatively untroubled by
the apparent rebellion by Abdulrashid Dostum.
“He wants a few more ministries,” Mr Qanooni
said, denying the Uzbek leader had been
marginalised. He promised these minor prob-
lems would be sorted out in Kabul. What he
didn’t mention was that Dostum’s closeness to
the US would ensure that he would not be
allowd to derail the Bonn agreement.
Meeting the foreign minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh and home minister Mr L.K. Advani on
Friday evening, Mr Qanooni, here to see his
parents and brother who live in Delhi, assured
India that Afghanistan would no longer be a
fertile ground for terrorists who operate in Jam-
mu & Kashmir. Instead, he said, ;
The significance of Mr Qanooni’s visit lies
in the fact that India is well on its way to regain-
ing some of the influence it enjoyed in

Afghanistan, especially after a decade of bein
kept out of Afghan affairs by Pakistan/

— N



ﬁghan minister
underscores
s"India’s role
9o b be-

NEW DELHI, Dec 7 - Mr Younus Qanooni, the newly-appointed inte-
rior minister of the interim government of Afghanistan, arrived here to-
day on a three-day official visit, underscoring the re-emergence of In-
dia as a key state in the Afghan scheme of things. Mr Qanooni was al-
so the interior minister in the government headed by Mr Burhanuddin
Rabbani, which retains the Afghan seat at the United Nations.

After meeting the Union home minister, Mr LK Advani, Mr Qanoo-
ni said the meeting was crucial and friendly with Mr Advani assuring
that India would aid the reconstruction of the ravaged country. “It’s
good news for Afghanistan that the Indian government is ready for any
help for the reconstruction of Afghanistan”, he said.

He added, India and Afganistan have a centuries-old relationship
which the new administration greatly valued and there was need to re-
juvenate it.

Rejecting amnesty to top Taliban leaders, 1nclud1ng the chief, Mullah
Omar, whose current whereabouts are still unknown, the Afghan min-
ister said a general amnesty could be given to its “smaller members”.

During his meetings with Mr Advani and 'the foreign minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, the Afghan minister discussed details of the future set
up in the war-ravaged country after the surrender of the Taliban, in-
cluding the necessity of having a multi-lateral peacekeeping force in
Kabul at the earliest, given the increasing lawlessness accompanying
the departure of the mullahs, said officials.

Mr Qanooni said, another key input required from Indla was co-0p-
eration on police and administrative training, which Mr Advani of-
fered, including a visit to the Police Training Institute in Hyderabad and
the National Security Guards’ Training Centre at Manesar. The inter-
im government wants to gradually re-establish civil institutions so they
can ensure a smooth transition and adequate law and order mecha-
nisms once the tenure of the UN-sponsored multilateral force ends.

Mr Qanooni, who arrived directly from Bonn, where he participated
in the UN - sponsored talks to decide Afghanistan’s future, also briefed
Indian leaders on the decisions that emerged during the meeting in
Germany, even while trying to downplay reports of differences within
the new interim government.

“Mr Burhanuddin Rabbam and Mr Rashid Dostum are very much
with the Bonn agreement,” he stressed. “They have welcomed it. How-
ever, minor differences, if any, will be sorted out” he said.

Meanwhlle Australia has asked India to allow its own investigation
of Mohammed Afroz Abdul Razzak, arrested in Mumbai for allegedly
planning 11 September-style terrorist attacks in Australia, the Austral-
1an Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, said in Sydney today. British in-
telligence sources, however, dismissed Razzak’s claims.

In Kabul, several documents related to the 1999 hijacking of the In-
dian Airlines plane were found in a house, implicating a Pakistan-
backed group, adds PTI reports from New York. These included a hi-
jacker’s fake Indian identity card and train passes.



L~ Nepal’s nnporcance for India calls for the highest diplomatic skills

Of mon; chs and Ma()lsts

UNANDA K. DATTA-RAY Wv

he Nepalese cannot b

blamed for jumping to the

conclusion that only the

Maoist insurrection has

saved them from being brow-
beaten by India into accepting rigorous
trade terms. For, when renewal of the bi-
lateral trade treaty signed on December
5, 1996, was being discussed recently,
Murasoli Maran, the commerce minis-
ter; remarked with no thought for geopo-
litical considerations, “How can I give
more to Nepal than to Sri Lanka?” The
treaty would have been extended auto-
matically last Wednesday for another
five years if New Delhi had not given no-
tice of objection three months ago. Then,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee suddenly tele-
phoned Sher Bahadur Deuba, the
Nepalese prime minister, last week to ex-
tend the treaty by three months.

Conjecture is inevitable because it is
a deeply disturbing feature of subconti-
nental life that no one in Nepal, from
monarch to Maoist, really believes in
India’s good will or good faith. India’s fi-
nancial aid is seen as clumsy bribery de-
signed to exclude the Chinese. Indian
technical assistance is described as a de-
vice to keep out sophisticated Western
- technology. Indian investment in mas-
sive hidel plants is dismissed as only a
ploy to generate power that India alone
can buy cheap.

This Great Game is more vital to
India’s interests than the more dramatic
Great Game being played out in the
West. While American forces are blast-
ing Afghanistan for Osama bin Laden
and Mullah Omar Mohammed, Nepalese
troups are scouring Himalayan jungles
for Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Ram Ba-
hadur Thapa, known respectively as
Comrade Prachanda and Comrade
Badal.

Post-taliban Kabul is said to have
yielded evidence of a connection be-
tween two centres of conspiracy. Butit is
the Nepalese turmoil with which India’s
security is more closely intertwined. It is
through Nepal that Pakistani intelli-
gence can strike directly at India’s soft
underbelly. It is with Nepal that India
has an open border that straggles
through 1,700 kilometers of unguarded
jungle, fields and hills. Cheap Chinese
manufactures are flooding Indian mar-
kets through Nepal. A Chinese delega-
tion recently appeared in Kathmandu to
discuss tourism, which seems a curious
distraction at a time of convulsions
along the Himalayas and a global slump.

1l this further undeﬁines the
A kingdom’s importance, and the

need for diplomatic skills of the
highest order, for political wisdom and
the utmost generosity. Insensitivity to
geopolitical compulsions is at least part-
ly responsible for the crisis in what is
probably the weakest link in India’s de-
fensive perimeter though it is not, of

course, the only reason.

Nepalese lobbies with vested inter-
ests are also paying for their own crass
shortsightedness in manipulating the
militant left in their power games. The
Bharatiya Janata Party’s central leader-
ship is not so inhibited by Tamil blinkers
as to equate the landlocked kingdom
with an island which looks on the world
as its oyster. King Birendra’s presence in
New Delhi as chief guest when the new

government celebrated its first Republic

Day was rich in symbol and substance.
When he flew to Kathmandu four
months ago, Jaswant Singh assured his
hosts that no one would be allowed to kill
the trade treaty’s spirit.

But what about its body? The prob-
lem will arise again next March unless

been for grinding poverty, illiteracy, pop-
ulation growth of more than 2.5 per cent,
arigid caste system and oligarchic Brah-
min and Chhetri control. Unemployed
youths are exposed not only to this coun-
try’s rumbustious but liberal democrat-
ic polity but also to the revolutionary
propaganda of the Maoist Communist
Centre in adjoining Bihar and the Peo-
ple’s War Group in Andhra Pradesh.

It makes for an explosive mix. The
monarch in his pearl-studded crown and
flowing bird of paradise feathers is the
obvious symbol of privilege. For all that
some see him as the avatar of Vishnu,
the Narayanhitty Palace massacre did
not foster respect for either the throne or
the dynasty. An elected government
should have been able to absorb anger

No offence meant

Maran demonstrates greater under-
standing of strategic considerations.
But not even the most liberal terms then
can expunge ;he impression of arm-
twisting creted by the notice of expiry
followed by a last-minute reprieve which
the rebels are bound to exploit.

They have always come in handy for
Nepalese lobbies. Some used the Maoists
to discredit, and others to justify, the old
panchayatiraj. Some legitimate political
parties were tarred with the Maoist
brush, others exalted as the only bul-
wark against revolution. Some accused
the palace of playing footsy with the
guerrillas to discredit parliamentary
politics; others thought that one branch
of the palace found them useful to pres-
sure another. Everyone saw them as
leverage against India.

These cynical games might not have
boomeranged so violently if it had not

and defend institutions of state, but fac-
tional strife has robbed parliamentary
groups like the Nepali Congress, the
Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist) and the Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party of much of their
prestige.

King Gyanendra has not helped ei-
ther by dealing direct with the army
chief of staff, General Prajwal Shum-
shere Jang Bahadur Rana, though
Deuba holds the defence portfolio. That
must convey to the populace that elected
leaders and, indeed, the government, lie
outside the loop of real power. If the
palace can disregard the prime minister,
so can the rebels,

Development is the only answer.
Though the Nepalese elite, with its pen-
chant for flirting with China may not
like this, India is the only country with
the will and ability to help while Beijing

YHE TELLGRAT®

plays on Kathmandu’s fears to gain"
strategic advantages. The failure of'

King Mahendra’s efforts to route trade .

through the north exposed the limnit o}
" Nepal's China card. Prachanda knows

that New Delhi is the only powei (o
which Kathmandu can turn — hence his
thesis of the inevitability of war with
India and tirade against the India-Nep:.
friendship treaty.

epalese officials were pleased
when the old trade and transit -
treaty was split and a new transi

treaty valid for seven years signed in
1999. They called it “very accommuodat-
ing”. The problem is that the separatc
trade treaty does not exclude goods thai
might be’ manufactured in Nepal but
have a high element of components fromi
a third country. Vajpayee told Deuba on
the telephone that such imports were
damaging Indian industry. This is a le:
gitimate complaint. Nepalese sales to
India have jumped from about Rs 70
crore to Rs 270 crore largely because the
Chinese are abusing the kingdom’s
geopolitical advantage.

But with globalization the keyword.
and the World Trade Organization -
watching out for any kind of protection. -

India must tread with circurmspectioti.
Kathmandu is especially concerned be
cause in spite of passing off Chinese ex
ports as Nepalese, its trade deficit with
India is still about Rs 250 crore. Restric
tions would increase the imbalance
which is why India must make a majo
effort toremove the impression of penat
izing a vulnerable neighbour. At the
same time, political considerations
should not prevent India from bringing
Chinese malpractices to the WT'G's nio
tice. Clandestine exports and dumping
must be fought internationally, not
through bilateral ties with a small coun-
try with which India has such intimate
historical, cultural and economic ties.
India has a new ambassador in Kath-
mandu; Nepal has a relatively new
monarch. They should be able to undei-
take a four-fold process of reconsiruc-
tion. First, the rebellion must be

stamped out. Second, Kathmandu must |
engage the rebels. Third, it must accept .

that personality-ridden politics has
brought Nepal to this pass and that the
only answer lies in economic growth. Fi-
nally;, India must convince Nepal that no
other country can help its political, eco-
nomic and strategic transforination.

ings are often vain, and Mahen- :
dra was exceptionally so. It is his

legacy that India is still fighting

Meanwhile, there is no need to offend .

Nepalese sensibilities and compound es-
trangement by claiming that Jawaharlal

Nehru could have annexed the kingdow -

but chose not to do so. Nepal will fear for

its security aslong as Indians repeat that

unproven tale.
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Keshav Pradhan /\Y
Kathmandu, December 4

AMID THE growing suspicion
among many Nepalis over In-
dia’s open support to contain the
Maoist insurgency, Nepal Home
Minister Khum Bahadur Khadka
has said no Government in
Nepal can run without cooperat-
ing with India.

In an interview to vernacular
daily Rajdhani today, he said:
“India is both a friend and a bro-
ther to us. We are destined to live
together in both good and
bad times. No Government
here can survive if it works
against India’s interests. What
will happen if it just stops our
supplies?”

As the crackdown on Maoists
continued, the Nepal army killed
two more rebels, the defence
ministry said today.

S

Khallka said India’s decision
to provide “all necessary help in
our fight against terrorism” was
“a positive step”.

“People who ran the erstwhile
panchayat regime may talk big
now, but they also had a good
rapport with Delhi. So did the
Communist Party of Nepal-Uni-
fied Marxist Leninist (UML). It is

a must for all Governments hére -

to do so,” Khadka said.

Some Communist and Rash-
triya Prajatantra Party (an orga-
nisation attached to the party-
less panchayat system that ran
for 30 years till 1990) leaders
feared the wide coverage given to
India’s decision to help Nepal
could boomerang on bilateral
ties. An RPP leader said, “Unlike
China, people may find India too
interfering.”

But, ruling Nepali Congress
leaders felt the Maoists are a

r roots for India
1~ 91w § e b

[

threat to both Nepal and India.

Rumours about the clandes-
tine arrival of Indian military
equipment, including helicopter
gunships and troops, have been
rife ever since Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee spoke to King Gyanendra
and his Nepalese counterpart
Sher Bahadur Deuba last week.
This seemed to have emba-
rrassed and irritated the Gov-
ernment.

On a report carried by a pro-
Nepali Congress weekly that
many trucks loaded with equip-
ment have entered Nepal
from India through Darjeeling,
Deuba said: “You may please con-
firm this with the magazine
itself.”

Opposition leader and UML
general secretary Madhav Ku-
mar Nepal has declared: “There
is no role for foreign troops in the

kingdom.” /
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- Nepal averse
to military
assistance

zq
Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 2. — Nepal has ruled out accepting military help
from its neighbouring countries, including India, to quell the Maoist in-
surgency but welcomed the support extended to them by these coun-
tries to mount over the crisis.

Prime Minister, Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba, was quoted as saying in me-
dia report here that he “can’t say anything right now” on seeking mili-
tary assistance from India, China or Pakistan but “the Royal Nepalese
Army is quite capable of sorting out this problem”.

Ruling out the possibility of direct involvement of Indian troops to
counter the Maoist insurgency, Mr Deuba, however, welcomed the sup-
port being provided by every country, including China, India, the US
and the European Union.The Prime Minister rejected criticism against
the imposition of emergency in Nepal, saying: “It is directed against the
Maoists and their supporters and they will be dealt with an iron hand”,
The News daily reported.

Mr Deuba said the Saarc summit will be held as per schedule in
Kathmandu despite escalation of violence by the Maoists. “The 1ith
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation Summit will be held
as scheduled,” he told the daily in an interview in Kathmandu.

Asked whether any member country has shown any hesitation, Mr
Deuba said, “No, not whatsoever. Everybody is on board”.

He said: “Extra security measures are being taken to ensure the se-

-curity of visiting delegates from the Saarc countries”.

Mr Deuba said the Saarc summit will not be advanced due to the
“terrorist campaign of the Maoists”. He suggested that the summit
should discuss measures to put up a common fight against terrorism.

Mr Deuba said: “The issues of terrorism should come on the Saarc
agenda since every country — be it Nepal, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka -
is internally suffering from this menace”.

When reminded that political or bilateral issues cannot be addressed
at the Saarc forums, Mr Deuba said: “Bilateral issues, no doubt, are out
of the scope of Saarc, but the issues of common concern can be dis-
cussed and terrorism is not a bilateral subject”.

The summit has acquired added significance as Prime Minister Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and Pakistani Gen President Pervez Musharraf
are expected to have a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of it.

Meanwhile, Nepal today reinforced troops fighting the Maoist insur-
gents as the rebels attacked government installations and a foreign aid
agency, reports Reuters from Kathmandu.

The rebels attacked the office of Adventist Development and Relief
Agency in Rasuwa, north of Kathmandu, took away office equipment
and cut communication lines. No one was injured in the attack.

ADRA, which is headquartered in the USA, helps provide health-
care in Nepal which lacks basic medical facilities.

The rebels also attacked a military post near Sundarijal on the out-
skirts of Kathmandu but were beaten back. “There was no casualty on
the Army side in any of these incidents,” the government said.

Defence secretary Mr Padam Kumar Acharya said more soldiers
had been sent to hunt down the insurgents entrenched in thickly forest-
ed mountains. Troops had closed in on the Maoist stronghold of Rolpa

in the Himalayan foothills, where the rebellion took off in 1996. j g
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By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 30. Continuing their sensitive
political consultations at the highest level, In-
dia and Nepal today agreed to coordinate their
actions on the border to prevent the flow of
arms and assistance from the Indian side to
the Maoist insurrection in the Himalayan
Kingdom.

Senior officials from the security establish-
ments of the two countries will meet soon to
work out ways to monitor and stop the Maoist
insurgents in Nepal from exploiting their links
with the extremist groups in India.

The decision to enhance bilateral cooper-
ation in border security-management came
from the conversation this morning between
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and his Nepali counterpart, Mr. Sher Bahadur
Deuba.

There is a strong recognition in New Delhi
and Kathmandu of the grave threat the Maoist
rebellion poses to both the nations and the
subcontinent as a whole. For Nepal, it is a
question of defending the present political or-
der. And India cannot be secure with the rise
of another extremist force in its neighbour-
hood.

For Kathmandu, there is no question of ac-
cepting the Maoist demand to dismantle the
revered monarchy. “Constitutional monarchy
and democratic governance in the Kingdom
are non- negotiable,” the Nepalese Envoy to
India said here today. Hoping that the present
phase of emergency to cope with the Maoist
threat would be a short one, the envoy said the
doors remained open for t with the in-
surgents. U n%

Addressing a’press conference here at the
Foreign Correspondents Club of South Asia,
Mr. Bhekh Bahadur Thapa said his Govemn-
ment was ‘‘gratified by the level of political
support and understanding shown by India.”

On the likely political backlash in Nepal
against seeking assistance from India, Mr.
Thapa hinted that the two sides were aware of
the importance of ““caution and care” even in
cooperating agdinst common threats. It was
premature to talk about the “details of the
nature of the security assistance” that had
been sought from India, he said, adding that
Nepal was making an assessment of its needs.
Its friends abroad had only been alerted with
regard to possible future requirements.

Mr. Thapa would not go into whether Nepal
had sought military assistance from any coun-

~India, Nepal to monitor the border

try other than India. The Government of Nepal
is believed to have made it quite clear to the
international community that it has no desire
to seek the presence of foreign troops on its
soil to cope with the Maoist threat.

Mr. Thapa welcomed the Indian decision to
extend the bilateral trade treaty by three
months. India had sought a review of the trea-

. ty which was due for renewal on Dec 5,
2001. Hp” ‘Ll
New Delhi is seeking korrective measures to

prevent the flow of third country goods to In-
dia via Nepal and undermine the Indian in-
dustry. Nepal, on the other hand, is concerned
at the likely alteration of the basic structure of
the treaty, aimed at promoting its industri-
alisation. The extension of the treaty should
give time for the two sides to complete the
difficult negotiations under way.

Mr. Thapa also said the planned summit of
the South Asian leaders was “very much on
the cards,” despite the current crisis. Nepal
“does not see any reason to postpone’’ the
long- delayed summit of the South Asian Asso-
ciation of Regional Cooperation, and prepara-
tions for the meeting were in full swing, he
said.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE L]

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. - New
Delhi today sent a “diplomatic
and medical mission” to Afgha-
nistan to hold talks with the
Northern Alliance leaders and
begin preparations for reopen-
ing the Indian mission and the
Indira Gandhi hospital. The In-

dian embassy in Kabul was |

closed five years ago.
New Delhi has denied that the

move has anything to do with ;

its desire to get a head-start in

the diplomatic arena. It ac-
. knowledged that Pakistan was

unlikely to follow suit since it ]

had all along supported the Ta-

liban regime.

The mission, led by the special
“envoy for Afghanistan, Mr SK

Lambah, landed at Bagram |,

Airfield near Kabul this morn-

ing. Mr Lambah was scheduled !

to return later tonight.

An eight-member medical and |

nursing team, which has ac-
companied the diplomatic mis-
sion, would stay on in Kabul
with a liaison officer, Mr Jas-
want Singh said in Parlia-
ment.

Mr Lambah was scheduled to
have talks with the Northern
Alliance foreign minister, Mr
Abdullah Abdullah, UN offi-
cials and examine prospects of
reopening the Indian mission.

New Delhi will also look at the
re-establishment of close link-
ages with the new dispensation
in Kabul and make an on-the-
spot study of the fluid political
situation in the country.

The decision to set up a liaison
office in Kabul was taken at a
Cabinet Committee on Security
meeting chaired by Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee on Sunday.

The USA and its allies were in-
formed before sending the “di-
plomatic and medical mission”.
The government said this was
necessary to ensure safety of
the special Air Force flight that
carried the team to Kabul.

The aircraft, which also car-
ried security guards, reportedly
took the Iran route to reach Ka-
bul instead of flying over Paki-
stan..

P s

WINDS OF LIBERATION: A woman smiles after lifting her burga at the UN World Food Programme hakery in Kabul on Wednesday. — AP{PTI

The setting-up of the liaison of-
fice will help the government
maintain close contacts with
various Afghan groups, who are
trying to install a multi-ethnic
government.

India has always favoured a
broad-based government in Af-
ghanistan, which does not be-
lieve in export of terrorism as
its ideology.

A foreign ministry spokesper-
son said the liaison officer
would help the government
get a first-hand information
on developments in Afghani-
stan.

India closed its embassy in Ka-
bul on 26 September 1996 but
continued to recognise the gov-

ernment of Prof Burhanuddin
Rabbani, who returned to Ka-
bul a few days ago.

Prof Rabbani has started reas-
serting legitimacy of his re-
gime, Pakistan and the West-
ern nations favour return of
former King Zahir Shah as the
head of the interim govern-
ment.

All-Afghan meet in Bonn:
The United Nations has pro-
posed setting up an interim ad-
ministration in Kabul immedi-
ately because of the fast-mov-
ing events on the ground, re-
ports Reuters from UNHQ. It
has announced an all-Afghan
conference in Bonn from
Monday.

The UN Secretary-General’s
special representative for Af-
ghanistan, Mr Lakhdar Brahi-
mi, said yesterday that he wan-
ted Afghans to form a small
body to take over the running
of Kabul before a larger and
more representative group
could be organised. “I hope we
will take some concrete deci-
sions and steps at this confer-
ence”, Mr Brahimi said.

His plan calls for an emergen-
¢y Loya Jirga, a traditional Af-
ghan assembly of ethnic lead-
ers and elders, to approve the
transitional administration
and some yet-undefined securi-
ty proposals.

A second Loya Jirga could then

be convened to approve a con-
stitution and create a govern-
ment.

The meeting, expected to last
a week, will include represen-
tatives of major factions and
ethnic groups. Supporters of
Mohammed Zahir Shah will
also attend. The Taliban has
not been invited, Mr Brahimi
said.

Kabul palace blast: A rocket
explosion destroyed a guard
post at Kabul's presidential
palace today but the blast was
an accident and nobody was
killed, soldiers at the scene
said. '

B More reports on pagy/
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! Kunduz: The Northern
! Alliance said it launched an
| assault to take Kunduz by
| force today after the failure of
| talks on a Taliban surrender in
| the besieged province, adds
| Reuters. Despite an announce-
\ ment by a senior Northern
. Alliance commander that sur-
| render terms had been
{ finalised, the Alliance interior
minister, Mr Yunus Qanuni,
i said the deal had fallen
| through. “We have tried to set-
tle the issue of Kunduz
through negotiations, but we
have been forced to choose a
military solution,” Mr Qanuni
said. “At the moment, our
forces are advancing. We hope
by tomorrow we will have
secured Kunduz.,” Thousands
of Taliban fighters, Pakistanis,
Arabs and Chechens, linked to ‘
the Al Qaida, are encircled in
Kunduz. Alliance fighters
massed east of Kunduz firing
rockets at Taliban positions,
witnesses said. Alliance com- \
manders said their forces were |
also advancing from the west.
They said US bombing raids
went on all day.
Musharraf for safe passage
of foreign fighters: As most
of the foreign fighters under
the Taliban in Kunduz are
reportedly Pakistanis, Gen
Pervez Musharraf has urged
President George W Bush to
allow them safe passage out of
Afghanistan, adds PTI from

found about 600 bodles in '
Mazar-e-Sharif after the Tali-
ban abandoned it, adds AFP.
But they couldn't say how they
died. “We can’t say whether -
these people were brutally exe-
cuted or died in the fighting,” '
' Mr Olivier Durr, head of opera- |

tions for central and south Asia |

for the International Committee |

of the Red Cross, said. f
Afghan meet: A meeting of |
the Afghan groups, to be held -
next week in Germany, will
. elect a leadership council to -
- oversee the transfer of power |
to a broad-based government, a
senior Northern Alliance lead-
er said today, adds Reuters.
The Alliance interior minister, '
. Mr Yunus Qanuni, said the :
council’s election and agreement '
on a framework for a future gov-
ernment were the main aims,
L /
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NEW DELHI, NOV. 8. India to de-
nied allegations that its army offi-
cers had joined the U.S. army in
aiding the Northern Alliance in Af-
ghanistan. “No one belonging to
the Indian Army is involved in
guiding the Northern Alliance in
Northern Afghanistan,” main-
tained a senior Defence Ministry
official. The denial followed claims
by the Taliban Ambassador to Isla-
mabad, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef,
about the involvement of Indian
officers of the rank of General and
Brigadier in guiding American air
strikes which was “why they have
started war on many fronts.”

Defence Ministry officers said
Indian help to the Northern Alli-
ance was limited to humanitarian
assistance.

Pak. orders closure of
Taliban consulate
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 8. The Pakistan
Government today ordered the Ta-
liban militia to shut down its con-

Y, ot aid‘iinfg

By Sandeep Dikshi%y‘g) N)J‘
d

Nort

sulate in  Karachi
specifying any reasons. Though the
Taliban Ambassador to Pakistan,
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, said Is-
lamabad had cited “security con-
siderations” as the reason for the
order, it is widely seen as an action
by Pakistan to convey the message
that it would not allow the militia
to use its soil for “propaganda pur-
poses.”

Today’s development came two
days after Pakistan directed the Ta-
liban embassy here to “‘restrict” its
activities and urged Mr. Zaeef not
to brief the press on a daily basis.
The provocation for the order
could be the decision of Mr. Zaeef
to invite a group of Pakistani edi-
tors for dinner on Wednesday night
and pour his heart out against the
U.S. military campaign in Afghan-
istan.

Mr. Zaeef's press briefings were
clearly proving to be an embarrass-
ment to both Islamabad and Wash-
ington as he is not only attracting
more journalists than any other
personality here but also making
use of the opportunity to launch
strident attacks on the U.S. On
Tuesday, Mr. Zaeef was called to

e

withon}(\ the Pakis

llianc
\

told to objgrve the diplomatic
norms, particularly with regard to
attacks on a ‘third country’. But it
appears the Taliban envoy was in
no mood to oblige as was evident
from his outpouring at the dinner
meet with the editors.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Aziz Khan, who
confirmed the order asking the Ta-
liban to shut down its Consulate in
Karachi, was not willing to say a
word more. He maintained that the
decision did not mean Pakistan
was reviewing its diplomatic ties
with the militia. “The Taliban em-
bassy is very much functioning in
Islamabad and so are the other two
of its consulates in Peshawar and
Quetta,” he said.Reacting to Pakis-
tan's latest decision, Mr. Zaeef said
that henceforth, the Taliban would
hold press conferences inside Af-
ghanistan.He contested the charge
that the Taliban was using the Pa-
kistani soil for propaganda and
maintained it was only telling the
facts about the losses and “oppres-
sion” being perpetuated on Af-
ghanistan.

oreign Office M




‘India, Nepal
begm talks on

trade treaty

KATHMANDU, Nov. 3. Officials from
India and Nepal began fresh talks
today on renewing a key treaty
aimed at boosting trade between
the two coyntries, officials sourc-
es said. \ ,

“The t will focus on isgues
concerning the trade treaty 'be-
tween the twd,countries,” the Ne-
palese  Com\merce  Ministry
official, Mr. Purushottam Ojha
said. The meeting is scheduled to
end tomorrow. The 1996 treaty
which is due to expire on Decem-
ber 5 gives all Nepali goods except
alcohol, cosmetics, and tobacco
duty-free access to India.

Kathmandu is pushing for re-
newal of the treaty without any
changes. But New Delhi wants
curbs on the export of Nepali hy-
drogenated vegetable cooking oil,

acrylic yarns, copper wires, steel :
pipes, and zinc oxide because

they say the trade in these goods
is affecting domestic production.

Officials from both countries
have met several times over the
issue but failed to resolve differ-

ences. India also alleges that
cheap Chinese goods are entering |

its market through Nepal.
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Alhance endorses Indla S

stand on broad-based ¢ govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 22. — The
Northern Alliance has “com-
pletely endorsed” New Delhi’s
stand on the future govern-
ment in Afghanistan and app-
reciated India’s “positive role.”
The Alliance’s views were com-
municated to India’s special
envoy to the country, Mr SK
Lambah, who was in Kabul
yesterday. Mr Lambah met
Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani,

. the Northern Alliance foreign
i minister, Mr Abdullah Abdul-

lah, and other leaders. An

. external affairs ministry spok-

esperson said they were “appre-

ciative of the Indian govern-
' ment’s positive role and the

positive stand of the people of
India towards Afghans.”

However, in Parliament, the
Opposition criticised the gover-
nment saying New Delhi had
acted prematurely in reacting
to th€ attacks and called for an

] ISLAMABAD, Nov. 22. — The Taliban today received a setback
‘ when Pakistan issued an order to close the militia’s embassy
here. The Pakistan foreign office spokesman, Mr Aziz Ahmad
Khan, said the decision to close the Taliban embassy was taken
| yesterday and “this has been communicated officially to the
Afghans this morning.” Pakistan has also started erecting a
lbarbed wire fence along a main border crossing point into
| Afghanistan to prevent Taliban and foreign fighters from

|
|

\ entenng the country, officials and witnesses said. — AP & PTI &

mtrospectlon of the country’s
foreign policy to ensure that
India had its rightful role in
installation of a broad-based
neutral government in Afgha-
nistan.

The Opposition said the
government should ensure that
the US economic aid, being
extended to Islamabad, was not
misused against New Delhi.
There were indications by the
Centre that these concerns
were being addressed.

Mr Lambah said the one-day

ﬁ“ﬁ: ;‘:i Fwod L;‘)

v1s1t enabled India to meet
Afghan leaders and get first-
hand information about the
situation. “There’s a lot of
goodwill and a liaison office has
been established. The Indira
Gandhi Children’s Hospital,
built with Indian assistance in
the past, now has Indian
doctors and the medicine taken
with us are being used from
today,” he told reporters. The
Indian team carried five tonnes
of medical supplies.

There was, however, no word

yet on when India would
upgrade the liaison office to a
full-fledged embassy. The
spokesperson said no time-
frame could be fixed. The
Chancery has to be revamped
and necessary infrastructure
put in place before this could be
done. Officials said the decision
on upgrading the office would
be prompted by diplomatic
factors, not logistics.

Britain opens diplomatic
missions: Britain has become
the first Western country to
open a diplomatic mission in
Afghanistan, adds AP. A senior
British diplomat today said he
would look for ways to speed up
the flow of aid to the country.
Abdullah statement: Mr
Abdullah Abdullab today said
in Teheran that the United
Islamic Front government in
Kabul will stick to lenient
policies, adds PTI from Dubai.

B See ALLIANCE: page 5
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By Manoj Joshi Sk \/9\5

Times News Netwo |
NEW DELHLI: The collapse of the
ceasefire in Nepal following the
resumption of armed insurgency
by the Maoist rebels has rekindled
New Delhi’s worst fears. The six-
year-old insurgency, which has
taken nearly 2,000 lives, peaked
this summer following the assassi-
nation of King Birendra and most
of the royal family.

Ever since this event, New Delhi
has been burning midnight oil to
come up with policy options to deal
with the nightmarish scenario of a
link-up between a Maoist-con-
trolled Nepal and Indian extremist
Left groups the Maoist
Coordination Committee and the
People’s War Group active in
Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and
Andhra Pradesh.

Officials claim that India and
Nepal have discussed border man-
agement and have begun to coordi-
nate actions to prevent the crossing
of the border by insurgents and ter-
rorists.

But anyone with any knowledge
of the border and the state of the
administrative/police machinery
in West Bengal, Bihar, UP and
their neighbouring Nepalese
provinces knows this is the gov-
ernmental equivalent of whistling
in the wind.

One suggestion, already being
acted upon, is to use the Special
Security Border (SSB) units that
were recently seconded to the
home ministry from the R&AW to
police the border. But the 30,000~
strong force is unlikely to make
much difference to the largely
open 1690-km border that Nepal
shares with India.

Since the June events, the issue

‘New Delhi seeks
policy options on,,
Maoists in N epak”

)
s

has been considered at various lev-
els by the government — the
MEA, the Cabinet Committee on
Security and the armed forces
headquarters — but suggestions as
to what India can do to aid Nepal
to counter the Maoists, or to pre-
vent the contagion from spreading
into India have been scarce.
Government analyses have been
uniform on one point — that the
spread of a Maoist insurgency
across Nepal could lead to an
opening of yet another front in the
country’s struggle against terror-
ism.

While there is little to suggest
that the PWG or the MCC have
any special relationship with the
Maoists in Nepal, as of now things
could change if the situation in
Nepal got out of hand, since the
Nepalese Maoists see India as a
major threat to Nepal’s sovereign-
ty.

For its part, India is committed
to backing Nepalese constitutional
monarchy and democracy, but it
has already singed itself helping
the Sri Lankans and has its hands
full with domestic separatists to be
of any practical assistance.

Till the breakdown of the cease-
fire, there were hopes that the
Nepalese government would be
able to negotiate a settlement with
the Maoists.

But last week-end’s attacks by
the Maoists, and the declaration of
Emergency in the Himalayan king-
dom point to a worsening situation.
Another indicator is the decision to
order the Royal Nepalese Army to
root out the militants.

The Maoists have deep roots in
a number of north-eastern districts
and a resort to the military option
could only exacerbate the sityac
tion.
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/ﬁ1d1a offers paramilitary

~“assistance to Nepal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE {;‘\

NEW DELHI, Nov. 28. — In-
dia will extend paramilitary
rand weapons assistance to
Nepal in its attempts to quell
the Maoist insurgents.
Prime Minister Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee spoke to King
Gyanendra on the telephone
i'today and conveyed India’s
support for the emergency
measures enacted by the Nep-
al government.
Mr Vajpayee assured King
Gyanendra that India was
ready to extend whatever as-
sistance necessary in this
hour of need, the foreign min-
istry spokesperson said. The

Border Security Force and
various state governments
have been instructed to exer-
cise utmost vigil along the In-
dia-Nepal border, he said. In-
dian security personnel have
been instructed to work in
close consultation with their
Nepalese counterparts to curb
violent activities of the Mao-
ist rebels.

Nepal has sought night-vi-
sion equipment, helicopter
gunships and guns and rifles
to seek out and capture Mao-
ist insurgents.

India has promised all possi-
ble help.

According to diplomats,
there was panic in Kathman-

du on Sunday with teports of
the government haling lost
control in the wake of the
huge casualties inflicted by
the Maoists.

The imposition of emergency
has eased the panic and hel-
ped the government reassert
its control. Strict curbs on the
media are also being enforced
as a result of the emergency
measures.

Nepal has said the Saarc na-
tions, scheduled to be held in
January in Kathmandu would
not be postponed. Mr Vajpay-
ee told King Gyanendra that
he was looking forward to at-
tending the summit, at Kath-
mandu.
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\yﬂ/ INSURGENCY / ARMY CHIEFS HOLD CONSULTATIONS

N\ India extends support t

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 27. As Nepal strug-
gles to cope with a massive na-
tional security crisis generated by
the attacks from Maoist Opposi-
tion, India today extended strong
support to the beleaguered Gov-
ernment in Kathmandu.

But the Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokeswoman declined to
answer questions on whether In-
dia was offering any operational
support to the Nepalese military
forces in quelling the Maoist in-
surgency.

Military observers here say the
Nepalese armed forces might re-
quire substantive technical and
logistical support to effectively
deal with the Maoist insurrection.
Asked if there were any requests
for military assistance from Ne-
pal, the spokeswoman said, “‘the
security agencies of both coun-
tries maintain close and contin-
uous contact with each other’".

As it turns out, the chief of the
Nepalese armed forces, Gen.
Prajjwal Shamsher Jung Bahadur
Rana, is believed to have had con-
sultations here on Monday with
the Army Chief, Gen. S. Padma-
nabhan. Gen. Rana was transiting
through India after a trip to Eu-
rope. Responding to the impera-
tives of a very unique and special
relationship between the coun-
tries, the Government today en-

dorsed the imposition of an
emergency in Nepal.

The spokeswoman today called
the emergency ““as a necessary
step by a democratic Government
to preserve order in the country.
We extended our support to the
Government of Nepal for steps
taken by it to maintain peace and
security in the country”.

The unstinting support extend-
ed by India follows a call on Mon-

day night from the Nepafese
premier, Mr. Sherbahadur Deuba,
to the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Mr. Deuba had
detailed the latest developments
in Nepal and the context for the
imposition of emergency. Mr.
Vajpayee is said to have expressed
his empathy and stressed the im-
portance of safeguarding the in-
terests of the Nepalese people
and ensuring the sanctity of the

Nepal

S Nepalese Constltutlon

On the links between Maoist
groups in Nepal and those in In-
dia, the spokeswoman said, "“In
dia has an open and porous
border with Nepal and terrorist
elements do cross over into our
territory. But India is vigilant to
the threat of terrorism, and will
not ailow its territory to be used
by the forces inimical to the peo-
ple of Nepal.”

More time for Indo-Nepal project report

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 27. The India-Ne-
pal joint group of experts JGE) on
the Pancheshwar multi-purpose
project has decided to recommend
an extension of six months for the
completion of the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) jointly by the two
countries. It was to be completed
by December 2001. This emerged
after a three-day meeting of the
joint group at Kathmandu from
November 21.

A number of outstanding issues
were discussed relating to the pro-
ject benefit and the route for the
transportation of various heavy
equipment for the proposed pow-
er house component of the pro-
ject.

Both sides agreed that the power
potential studies and reservoir op-
eration studies of the Panchesh-
war reservoir and the re-regulating
structure would be done in a man-
ner that would not prejudice the
existing consumptive uses of the
two countries.

It was also agreed that priority
would be accorded to these studies
for finalisation of technical param-
eters for the various unit sizes of
the power segment.

To carry out field investigations
and studies for preparation of the
DPR, a Joint Project Office Pan-
cheshwar Investigation (JPO-PI)
was established in Kathmandu in
December, 1999 with the mandate
to complete the report within two

years. The JGE observed that while
progress had been made there
were some delays due to the stop-
page of investigation work by lo-
cals in Nepal at one of the
re-regulating sites and some un-
avoidable delays in field investiga-
tions.

The Joint Group reiterated that
the JPI-PI should proceed with in-
vestigations at both Rupaligad and
Purnagiri, by March, 2002 so that
the report could be completed by
June, 2002.

It was also agreed that detailed
studies would be undertaken by
RITES for the route selected by the

JGE for the transportatjen of heavy |
equipment. /
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Indla backs

/

state Of@qﬂ\

emergency
in Nepal

-
BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 27: India has
supported the steps taken by the
Nepalese government, including
the declaration of a state of emer-
gency, to maintain peace and secu-
rity in the Himalayan kingdom
and has strongly condemned the
violence by Maoist rebels during
the past few days.

“The  declaration of emergency
is, in our view, a necessary step
taken by the democratic govern-
ment to preserve order in the coun-
try,” an official statement said
here on Tuesday.

Strongly condemning the wide-
spread violent attacks by Maoists
after unilaterally withdrawing
from negotiations, the statement
pointed that many lives had been
lost in these attacks. It asserted
that India has consistently
opposed the use of violence for
gaining political or ideological
objectives.

“We remain convinced that con-
stitutional monarchy and multi-
party democracy in Nepal are the
two pillars that provide the neces-
sary space to accommodate diver-
gent political opinion in the politi-_
cal process.” .

It was related that Nepalese
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba had called up Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee on Mon-
day and conveyed to him the steps
he was taking to preserve_ peace
and security in the country. He
also informed Mr Vajpayee about
the backgraund of the incidents.

Mr Vajpayee agreed to the steps
taken by the Nepalese govern-
ment. “We have already expressed
concern over the setback to the
dialogue between the Maoists and
the government and condemned
recourse to violence for achieve-
ment of goals,” an MEA
spokesperson said. Mr Deuba also
on Tuesday briefed the resident
ambassadors in Kathmandu abg
the situation in the kingdom.
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Emergency in Nepal a
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STATESMAN NE’NS SERVICE & PTI

NEW DELHI/ KATHMANDU,
Nov. 27. — India today suppor-
ted Nepal’s imposition of emer-
gency to tackle the Maoist men-
ace in the country. Meanwhile,
the Nepalese army today
launched land and air strikes
against Maoist rebels in sever-
al parts of Nepal.

A statement in New Delhi
said: “The declaration of emer-
gency in the country is, in our
view, a necessary step by a
democratic government to pre-
serve order in the country.”
This is the second time an in-
ternal emergency has been de-
clared in Nepal, under Part 18,
Clause 115 of the Constitution
of Nepal, with King Gyanendra
invoking the Terrorism and De-
structive Activities (Control
and Punishment) Ordinance.
The first time was in 1960
when the present monarch’s fa-
ther, King Mahendra impesed
emergency after dismissing the

. government of former Prime

e et e

Minister, Mr BP Koirala.

Last night, the Nepalese
Prime Minister, Mr Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, called up Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee to inform him
of Nepal’s resolve to quell ter-
rorism that threatened to go
out of control, with attacks
even on the Royal Nepal Army.
Mr Vajpayee expressed his un-
derstanding of and support for

the steps to invoke emergency

‘Maoists may
take shelter1n
N Bengal’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Nov. 27. — The
imposition of emergency in
Nepal has increased the
possibility of Maoist ultras
taking shelter in the border
areas of north Bengal, officials
here feel.

But there is yet no significant
security measures applied on
the ground. Patrolling along
the  border has  been
intensified, but no additional
forces have been called in yet.
The police posts along the 100
km border that Darjeeling
district shares with Nepal
have been “alerted”. This
officially means nothing more
than “intensive patrolling and
gathering more intelligence”.
However, in tune with the
relatively low-key official
response, life in the India-
Nepal border region here does
bear any mark of the
cataclysmic events in Nepal.
Things were described as
“perfectly normal” by sources
at the border.

But in case of an eventuality,
Darjeeling district faces a
curious situation as both the
district magistrate and the SP
are “out of station”. While Mr
Anil Verma is away on a
“training”, Mr Sanjay Chander
is in Delhi in connection with
Ghisingh-attack case where
some of the accused have
moved bail petition at the
Supreme Court,

necessity:

to deal with the violence.
There are indications that the
Nepalese government sought
Indian cooperation in tackling
the Maoist insurgency, which is
essentially an “internal prob-
lem” of that country, and raised
the issue of insurgent training
camps within India territory.
While declining to confirm the
existence of such camps, a for-
eign ministry spokesperson
said it was possible for anti-na-
tional elements to cross over
from Nepal into India through

B Editofial: éheciing
Maoists, page 6

the porous borders. The spokes-
person, however, added: “We
are vigilant to this phenomenon
and will not allow our territory
to be used by forces inimical to
Nepal.” Mr Deuba today also
briefed resident ambassadors in
Kathmandu on the sequence of
events leading to the imposition
of emergency, saying his gov-
ernment’s priority was to main-
tain peace and order.

A Nepalese defence ministry
release said the army launched
land and air strikes against
rebels in Dang, Rolpa and Pyu-
than districts which were the
targets of Maoist attacks since
Friday. The release talked
about heavy casualtles/wu:hout
elaborating. .

The government’ issued an or-
dmance _providing for hfe im-

India

)lﬂ'\,

I
prisonment and confiscation of
property of those who, directly
or indirectly, support terrorism.
Nepalese home ministry offi-

) L/\A

cials said under the emergency -

measures, press freedom has
been restricted and rights to in-
formation, property and priva-
cy have been suspended.

The Kathmandu Post reported
that at least eight journalists
working for Maoist mouthpieces
were arrested, and the offices of
the weekly Janadesh, the daily
Janadisha and the monthly
Dishabodh  monthly  were
sealed. The officials, however,
refused to confirm the report.
Under the ordinance, any sus-
pect can be arrested without a
warrant and detained for 90~

days without framing of charg-

es against him. Anyone’s house
can also be searched without
any court order.

Hours after the imposition of
emergency, Maoist rebels at-
tacked a police post in Goku-
leshwar in the western district
of Darchula bordering India
killing four policemen and in-
juring six others. After the im-
position of emergency, the gen-
eral situation in Nepal was
peaceful. But the situation in
some districts which witnessed
Maoist violence was still tense.
In Kathmandu, army and police
personnel patrolled the areas
around the Tribhuvan Interna-
tional Airport, government build-
ings and other installations.

Nepal police team

in Siliguri

SUDIPTA CHANDA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MECHI (India-Nepal border), Nov. 27. — A Nepalese police team
arrived in Siliguri today to acquire counter-insurgency training
from “experts” here.

The destination of the 100 police recruits and their trainers are
being kept a secret. But it was learnt that their arrival is linked
with the prevailing Maoist violence in Nepal.

The police team arrived in two buses and several small vehicles
and created quite a flutter among the Indian police personnel
and customs officials posted at the border. They were held up for
over an hour before being permitted to proceed.

Senior Nepalese officers accompanying the team refused to
answer questions related to the destination and purpose of their
arrival. They also refused to divulge their ranks or designations.

“We didn’t have prior information about their arrival,” the
customs and police officials later said.

The IG, SSB, North Bengal, Bihar and Sikkim division, Mr A
Negi, visited several areas along the border including Mechi
today. “The SSB will deploy forces in this part of the border
within the second week of December,” he told The Statesman.
Mr Negi said the SSB would set up 15 security posts in the
Kishanganj sector and another 15 in Darjeeling district.

Security have been tightened at the border following the
deteriorating political conditions and imposition of emergency in
Nepal. Police are frisking visitors and commuters on both sides
of the border for arms and other offensive articles.

Claiming that the police of both countries are in constant touch,
a senior police officer said extra steps have been taken to ensure
that the Maoist activists do not sneak into India through this
corridor.

Despite the volatile conditions in Nepal, life remains normal at

Kakarvitta - the first eastern Nepalese town across the Mechi -
river. The presence of army men seen waiting in two vehlcles’ :

near the town’s entrance was rather “a reassuring view” as a
resident claimed.

Though eastern Nepal has turned violent recently, all that the
locals fear is an army clampdown. “The situation is reminiscent
of the days of the royal famlly massacre and there were rumours
of an army takeover,” a senior official of a major Nepalesc bank

said. 4
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. — India’s sup

for the Northern Alliance in its batfje
against the Taliban is well-known.
What's not so well-known is the help In-
dia got from the internationally accepted
Afghan government (comprising North-
ern Alliance leaders) two years ago, dur-
ing the Kargil conflict.

When the intrusion by Pakistani sol-
diers, many of them from the Northern
Light Infantry, was detected in early
May, the Army was taken by surprise. It
had no information about the number of
Pakistani soldiers within the Indian ter-

ritory or their intentions. Before the Ar-
my took its first prisoner of war much lat-
er, one way of getting those information
was monitoring the Pakistani army’s ra-
dio broadcasts from the Kargil front.
Most of them were in Balti and Dari, not
Pashtu.

There were people who understood
Pashtu, but no one had much idea of the
dialects.

“We didn't have anyone in the Indian
establishment who understood the lan-
guages,” an official said. “So, we had to
ask the Afghan embassy here. At that
time, they gave us eight men to monitor
the air-waves.”

7N Alliance helped India in Kargil

The help came in the latter half of May.
Two of the Afghans were kept here at Ar-
my headquarters while the others were
sent to Northern Command. Some were
located in Udhampur, the Northern Com-
mand headquarters.

Their immediate task was to translate
the transcripts of the radio conversations.
The translations helped the Army under-
stand where the Pakistani forces were
and what were their intentions.

“Without the Afghans’ help (India never
recognised the Taliban government), it
would have taken the Army longer to or-
ganise counter-measures and fight the in-

truders,” an official sam./.
/

[ - -— W e



IS

By Atul Aneja \,(i)’\

NEW DELHI, NOV. 21. India today es-
tablished a permanent diplomatic
presence in Afghanistan with the
despatch of a high-power official
delegation to Kabul. This is the
first Indian diplomatic mission to
Afghanistan after 1996, the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, informed the Rajya Sabha.

The team, headed by the Gov-
ernment’s special envoy to Af-
ghanistan, Mr. S.K. Lambah, held
wide-ranging talks with Mr. Bur-
hanuddin Rabbani and other
leaders of the Northern Alliance
on the situation in the war-rav-
aged nation, its reconstruction as
also the future set-up.

Mr. Lambah also met U.N.
functionaries and discussed with
them the nature of humanitarian
assistance required urgently for
the Afghan people. He also met
the Foreign Minister of the North-
ern Alliance, Mr. Abdullah Abdul-

s i

lah. ?

The other membefs of the Indi-
an team include Mr. Arun Singh,
Joint Secretary in the Iran, Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan division of
the Ministry of External Affairs,
and Mr. Gautam Mukhopadhyay,
a Joint Secretary-level officer who
is the “liaison officer.”

Besides, a small medical and
nursing component is part of the
delegation that will look at ways
to revive the Indira Gandhi Hos-
pital for Women and Children in
Kabul. The “diplomatic liaison
cell” in Kabul will also coordinate

its activities with India’'s Ambas-
sador to Iran.

The Indian side is Init \r ex-
pected to operate from al\promi-
nent hotel in Kabul, }ill an
embassy reopens after new
post-conflict government in Ka-
bul assumes charge.

With India establishing a func-
tional diplomatic presence, key
countries supporting the North-
ern Alliance — Russia, India and
Iran — have positioned them-
selves well to influence events in a
post-conflict Afghanistan. The
United Kingdom has also started
operating from Kabul. A Russian
delegation, led by Mr. Alexander
Obulov, has arrived in Kabul.
Twelve members of the delega-
tion arrived from Tajikistan’s cap-
ital, Dushanbe, on November 18,
while five have stayed behind.
The Iranian team has also estab-
lished a presence in Kabul.

Sources pointed out that Iran,
apprehending that its interests in
Afghanistan might be compro-
mised on account of its still frozen
relations with the United States,
took the lead in persuading the
Northern Alliance to move into
Kabul. The Russians apparently
concurred with the Iranian ad-
vice. With the Northern Alliance
which Iran has backed establish-
ing a strong presence on the
ground, Teheran’s interests in the
new dispensation in Kabul are
now expected to be well-protect-
ed.

India, by establishing a pres-
ence in Kabul, is better placed to

“Indian team holds talks with Rabbani

influence Afghan diplomacy for a
new government in the coming
days. The assessment here is that
the Western countries are in-
clined to catalyse a 160-member
future  Afghan  Government.
Around 60 representatives could
belong to the Northern Alliance,
another 40 from the King Zahir
Shah faction and the remaining
from the Pashtun factions.

A clash between the U.S. and
Pakistan over the Pashtun fac-
tions cannot be ruled out. While
the U.S. is backing Pashtun lead-
ers such as Commander Hamid
Karzai in the Kandahar area, the
Pakistanis are also backing sym-
pathetic Pashtun leaders, espe-
cially in eastern Afghanistan.

India is keeping a close watch
on two meetings that will take
place in the next few days. Ac-
cording to one view, the meeting
of Afghans, minus the Taliban,
that will take place in Berlin on
Saturday is expected to promote
the Zahir Shah faction in a future
government.

The Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) is also meeting
in New York shortly. The U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush, is
expected to address this meeting.
Among the Afghans, the Foreign
Minister of the Northern Alliance,
Mr. Abdullah Abdullah, is likely to
address this conference. An at-
tempt is also being made so that
another prominent leader of the

Alliance, such also the Uzbek fac-
tion leader, General Rashid -
tum, is also present.
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‘Time to pack up: B
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- W Foreign minister Thinley says army aCGn wilf come after monsoon

' SANJOY HAZARIKA o\

| NEW DELHI, OCTOBER22 1/  y\il

:  IN a marked change of moo

| Bhutan has said it’s ready to evict In-
| dian insurgents from its territory by
| military force if they don’t heed warn-

SPECIALTO

I ings. It has asked the
| members of these
I outfits — the United
Liberation Front of

Assam (ULFA) and

THE EXPRESS

end that his government was not going
to ask the militant groups to come

again for talks if they did not abide by’

their commitment to vacate at least
four armed camps and leave the coun-
try. .
“We are militarily prepared and
the nation is psycho-
logically ready,” said
Thinley, who has
been Foreign Minis-
ter for the past three

the National Demo-
+ cratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) —
. who are living in camps along its
i southern border with Assam to go by
i year-end.
In some of the frankest remarks on
the issue by a Bhutanese leader, For-
- eign Minister Lympo Jigmi T Thinley
' asserted in New Delhj over the week-

years. “We are not
going to beg them again to come and
negotiate with us.”

The minister’s exasperation with
the ULFA and the NDFB was clear to
a small group of diplomats, scholars,
tormer officials and journalists who
met him here on Saturday evening,
His remarks follow a three-year-long

utan to ULFA

1ot

“ et gt

Bhutan government campaign against
the extremists that has unfolded on
four fronts:

(a) First, the government has been
trying to build up political support for
its efforts to resolve the problem and
get the “unwanted guests” to leave
through political discussions with
ULFA and NFDB leaders peacefully.
It has also won the support of King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the entire
political leadership and the public for
military action if its initiative fails.

(b) Bhutan has also held detailed
discussions with India at the diplo-
matic and military level, leading to the

strengthening of its own ground forces |

and their training in counter-insur-
gengcy strategy in India. It has beefed
up its small army — at

CONTINUED ON PAGE ﬁ
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‘Bhutan asks N-E

\/

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 15. - Bhu-
tan will not to allow its soil to
be used by insurgents operat-
ing in India’s north-eastern
states and it has already
served them an ultimatum to
leave the country.

Four of the nine militant
groups operating in the north-
east, with their bases in Bhu-
tan, have agreed to close their
camps and leave the country
by December, Bhutanese min-
ister for foreign affairs, Mr
Lyonpo Jigmi Y Thinley, told
reporters here.

“Bhutan’s national assembly
has served them an ultima-
tum to leave the country. They
will not be allowed to continue
in Bhutan as their presence is
a threat to our sovereignty,”
he said,

adding, “We would like to
take India’s help. But before
that we would like to use our
own resources to flush them
out through peaceful means.”
He also said he would discuss
the issue with India’s external
affairs minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, and the home minister,
Mr L K Advani.

Mr Thinley was here in con-

ulmls to
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ON N-E DEVELOPMENT’

TAWANG (Arunachal Pradesh), Oct. 15. - Creation of a ministry
for tribals and regular visits by central ministers to the North-
eastern states showed thie Centre’s desire to develop the region
rapidly, the Union tribal affairs minister, Mr Jual Oram, said.

Announcing Rs one crore grant for the development of the Ta-
wang district, Mr Oram told reporters, the tribals living in isola-

. ted areas like Arunachal Pradesh had different problems and the
| ministry had been specially created to tackle these.

He said he had toured the state thrice as a minister. Mr Oram
also invited state ministers and secretaries to New Delhi to dis-
cuss various problems of the state.

- PTI

nection with a rare exhibition
of arts, crafts and religion of
Bhutan, organised by the min-
istry of culture, Government
of India and the Royal Bhuta-
nese Embassy. The exhibition
will be held at the National
Museum from October 17 to
November 13 under the name

“The Living Religious and
Cultural Traditions of
Bhutan”.

It will also be on display at
the Indian Museum in Kolka-
ta from December 1 to 28 .
The display, covering 183
rare artifacts, aims at bring-
ing the people of India closer
to those living in the Himalay-
an kingdom. It is based on
thirteen kinds of traditional

Bhutanese arts and crafts
known as Zorig Chosum,
around which life in the valley
revolves.

‘Master artists shall demon-
strate their skill in the mak-
ing of thangkha paintings,
wood carvings, clay sculpture
etc.

The only surviving Bhuta-
nese slate-maker will also dis-
play his creativity.

Students of the Royal Acade-
my of Performing Arts will
perform the traditional exu-
berant mask dance and other
lyrical folk dances and songs
in the National Museum
courtyard.

The group will also perform
at Lucknow and Chandigarh.

THE STATESMAB
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‘Afghans to
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[ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI QOct. 11, — Af-
ghans caught in the war will re-
ceive India’s extensive humani-
tarian assistance and Afghani-
stan after the war will be a fo-
cus of India’s diplomatic inter-
ests, foreign minister Jaswant
Smgh said here today.
India will be supplying one
" million tones of wheat besides
tents, blankets and quilts to
the war-torn nation. Medical
services will be expanded and
in particular rehabilitation ef-
| forts, including providing the
| tion technique, will be made.
| “The government has decided
| to enhance significantly our hu-
! manitarian assistance to Af-
ghamstan, said Mr Singh.
in mind the long, tra-
[ d1t10n historical and cultural
linkages between the two coun-
tries, Indja intends to partici-
pate actively in the rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction effort in
the post-¢risis. period, the min-
ister said. Elaborating on it, the
minister said that this would be
through infrastructure develop-
‘ment, education, medical and
other projects, all under the ae-
gis of the Indian Teclinical and
Economic Cooperation which
until 1979, was the largest sin-

gle such pro
glndxa h;’s mg.;

¢ yrg-nw Mo everys

‘Jaipur foot’ limb reconstruc- -

RO § Lo aeiquon,

the collective effort to ensure
least possible collateral conse-
quences on the civil society of
Afghanistan in the current
campaign against international
terrorism. Consultations with
various countries have already
taken place and some are slat-

\'pneu} ial 2 1

stan and Tajikistan.
Several important leaders are
also due to vigit India. Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Ilya Kle-
vanov i8 visiting from 14-16 Oc-
tober. US, Secretary of State Col-
in Powell will also be undertak-
ing a visit soon after that.

des, consultations are un-

k ﬁay betweoﬁ:haﬁanm'
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Foreign Minister Mohsen Amin-
zaden on 15 October and during
%e meeting of the Indo-Russian
'orking Group on Afghanistan,
India will hold talks with Russi-
an Foreign Minister Trubnikov.
With the renewed internation-
al focus, India’s policy now is to
move towards a world where
innocent civilians are not tar-

gei/fndla s humanitarian aid

JASWANT PAK VISIT ’

NEW DELHI, Oct. 11. - Ex- .
ternal affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, is not going

to Istamabad now. U

There were reports from Is-
lamabad quoting officials as
saying that if Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee, was unable to visit Paki-
stan soon, the foreign minis-
ter would visit the country
“as soon as possible.” Howev-
er, Mr Singh said that he
has neither received any for- .
mal invitation from the Pak-
istani government nor does
he intend to undertake a vis-
it at this juncture.

The cable connection of the
Indian High Commission for
Indian news channels hasn't |
been restored yet. The minis- |;
ter said, the reason behind
the disconnection is the Pak-
istani government’s action
against the cable network op-
erators and added that since
“it has consequences to the
Indian mission also,” the In-
dian government will be tak-
ing up the issue. — SNS

[

[

getted, terrorism is rejected as
an instrument of state policy
and there is no acceptance of |
any political, religious or any
other attempted justification !

for such criminal acts/




~

\\
“Suon

-estued.J0 3S1101491 0} jaoddns
papueixe L8yl J1 SWISNIN dU3}
N0 MOJIY} PINOM 31 Jey] pauiem
‘)ayge9] e ul ‘sey (Jedap) euag
ATYS 9AIssaa83e aJow 3y,
‘uelsiyed
pue sisjroddns ewesQ jsurede
14813 01 ardoad asaredaN ay3 uodn
pafreo 31 "soeped 1BL0a oY) wiog]
Aeme 2119WIONy © Jrey ‘prisey
1arwysey] pue (anbsour 159831q
swmop3ury ayl) pifsely autep
0} 9s0[0 saeisod aArIRd0A0Id A
-Tenba dn jnd Aepssupap uo BUSS
nednysed syl ‘styl 31dsaq
"SI eul-Je1yosrur
JO jaomipuey ,, 8y} se saajsod
83 PaqII0sap ‘POWIBYON TTeM
yxreys ‘pilsely auiep jo wewy
|y} Sutpnjoul ‘sIspesy WIS
d0 pue xeyig Suriaploq
SIOLISIP osafedaN pojeuiwiop
-wrpsnpy  Sursiadwiod  A13unoo
OTWIR[S] UE JO UOIIBWIO} oY)
papuelap osTe saalsod ay ], Tealk
sty [Iady ur Xy Jo 83 §1 noqe
UM peqgeu sem BUWDLYY) ‘0007
Alenuep ur yyel 0¢ J19A0 yiiom
ASUa1IND  UeIPU]  }I8JIBUNOD
YIim 14SNneo sem 100qes IfTUM
"BWOY)) PRYSIY POWIUIBYON

pue aooqgeg wesy ‘syewojdip
ueystyed om) surgrodsp J10j pue
mqgey pue peqewers] jtoddns
03 1esnjag s3t doy redsN gstund
0] pausiesIyl ASy], 'TWIS 9y} uo

UMOD payoeto 1y[e{ J9ije Lep e
Afd1eq JU0L] PUNOIIBpU] SIUSD
TS OTWreys] Priom ay3 parres uony
-eSTUBRS.I0 umouyun ue Jo aweu
ayp ur dn ind a1am si83sod ayj,

219y
paaeadde Jewl() pPoWWERUOIN
B[MIA pue BuresQ Surprey sisjsod
J9Je swisnA surede udredweo
118y} dn paddals ATIusoal saey

‘Aepliq uo Jegeunsg uf a|d1YaA paInowIe Ue woJj yorem daay splend 1spioq se Aq sossed uewom y

OL0Hd ddv

[ WISLIO.LI9) SUUIIPUO) AUe

o

A

suorjesiuedJao npury fesipey
‘PIOM 3Y) WI0JJ WISLIOLIS) JNO
adim Apurof 03 AJTUNUWWO0I [eUOT)
-BUJI9IUI 3y} PaYSe pue yoelie ay)
patIosp ‘uoiyesiuedao )sIeAod
-01d e A1red enjuejefesd eArn

v

-ysey uonprsoddg eyl . erpuj
JO 1uamuIsAcn pue ofdoad ayy
Yim AjLreprios s31 sessaxdxa red
-ON,, ‘pres ‘aahedfea lreylq rery
0} J9118] ® Ul ‘eqna( Jnpeyeg
J9YS ILISTUIN awag asaredaN
'Sa 8y
0] }10ddns Uo J9Y3o Yoes uo s3or
-13e Junour 0} penunuod ‘|rrym
“ueswl AJ3UNO0d Ayl ul suolles
-[UB3.10 WIT[SNIA pUR NPULH °, UoT)
-NITISUL ATFRIDOWSP B U0 {Oene,,
ue )1 3uljjed ‘s)siiolle} paseq
-uelsijed Aq Aepuop uo xardwos
AIqUUBSSY 11Wysesy pue nuwwep
Ay} uo oee 91 Jsutese A[3uons
“Wo OWED AVAYHALSHA TVJIN
K/w«f G 4300 ‘NPUDWUYIDY]

ueyperq ABYsay

J0

"HE HINDUSTAN TIME:

1Ld
‘syoene
11 18quaydag ay3 jo saojexyad
-38d jsurese uorjoe psuueld Aue
Jo ssaoo0ad ay) Surfreasp je paule
Sem Ing erpuy jsurede A[uo jou
Po)OaIIp Sem pue uoljesoacad
Jo 10B ajeIaqI{ep pue luele(q
B SeM J1 pres YBurg Kjquiassy 1w
-{se}] pue nwurep sy} uo joeyr
IS110119) 9y} 03 3Sutaseiay
*S9ALY
-eljIul 13y pue axoyer] sty wogy
juspiag se oadedfep r1aeylqg
[e1V JaIsTuly surtad jo drysuew
-sa3e]s Y} pajeroaadde osfe sl
“uordax
8y ut AJ1[Iqels pastuwiojtds erpuy
DIES Jayostq ‘uelsiyed pue erpuj
Uusamiaq suonjeral 0} SurLIgley
‘SOpPBISP 0M] IBAQ J0OJ WIST
-101183 3urjusty useq pey eipujl
ples pue  JeuolSuUswWIp-run,,
3¢ 10U pInod WsTIog19] jsuiede
311 8yy Jey) pajerayax ysuig
“WISII0X19) 1Y31J 03 U0}
11200 Teqoi3 e SuUIp[Ing Uo Smala
padueyoxe sIispea] om] 9y,
‘T8Yyast ] rredasjunod
UBULIBD) SIY Y}IM UOISSNISIP
SATISUSYaIdUIOD £I9A,, € PeY OS[e

., SUIO] NPURTIYIRY | 5eomsc oy i
: 2 "Pres 19pa0Tyog ,,JIsTa

ULIJX) ¢

Nw

MIN] 10 TegeuLlS -

Isa13 AWk 8 [T1M }1 SB IT 0} piem
-10] 3UIyoo] Afreroads we {,,
‘diysJIspest uelpuj oy} Surjosu
0] pIemIo] SUTHOO[ A[pEd.3 Sem
9y pIes JI9pa0.ayog JIo[[aouey)
‘elpu] 1ISIA 0} UOTIBIIAUIL S 30Aed
-{RA J9ISTUT]N switad Sundaooy
ueISTURY3IY
ur almjonas ueqiiej-ysod
B 0} SUIe[aI SaNSSI PasSNISIP $19
-pesf om) ay} pres uosiadsayods
uerpuj ue ‘ 9AISod pue pood

«

HOMIS INVMSYT

KJ34,, se Surjoeut a1y} 3UIqII0SO(]
‘ueisiyed pue uejsiueysjy ur
PasNO0J 9I9M SOIJUSD IsoyMm ‘pies
Y ,,‘WISTI0X13} JO uollesifeqoid
JO 31181 e ST 90B] oM JRYM,,
‘spue)
-IIw £q pesod a3us[ieys sy3 jo
UOISUdWIP 3N} 9y} $S9SSE 0]
S9LI)UNOD [[e J10] peadu au}
posiseydus pue g} Uo syseije
Is1I0043} 11 Jequiaydes ay) xaye
uotjeniis ay) 0) paLiajad ysuig
‘Bunjeswu anuIW-0¢ oY} Surmg
‘Suiussd
ise] aJey ysurs juemsep
JOISTUTIA SITRJJV [eUIalXy Yiim
Suneawr sty Supinp  pies
J9pacIydg JIo[[eouey) . ‘sased
Ujoq ul Tenbs ST uoIjRUMWAP
-U00 S, AURUWIISL) JWYSEY IO I0X
MBN Ul A3y} 8(q ‘UISTI0IId] JO
SUITIOTA UD9MI9q S}1BIJUIIBIIID
1I® 1e JOU S90p AUBWLIAL) IeYy)
paansse 1sad aq pruoys eipuj,,
" Jruyseyy
J0 HI0A MIN Ul Kayj aq,, ‘WIST
-I01J9] JO SWIIIA Ud8midq e
-1JUSISHJIP 10U Sa0p 11 Surhes A[q
-HI9SS Y IIWUYSeY pue nwwiep ayy
U0 Yorjje IS110419) Y} pauwiap
o2 A13uons SYH ANVINIID

G 43Q0120 ‘uieg



