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Tokyo, June 28 (Reuters): Japan
raised the heat in a trade row with
China today, saying its emergency
import curbs on some Chinese
farm products and Beijing’s retal-
iatory tariffs were separate issues
and insisted Tokyo had right on its
side.

“Japan isn’t wrong,” Katsusa-
da Hirose, vice-minister of econo-
my, trade and industry, told a news
conference.

The festering trade row be-
tween the two giant Asian trading
partners has gathered momentum
since China slapped 100 per cent
punitive tariffs on imports of
Japanese vehicles, mobile phones
and air conditioners last Friday.

That move was in retaliation
for Japan’s imposition of hefty
curbs in April on some Chinese
agricultural goods and has forced
Japanese automakers to halt ex-
ports to China amid a slew of
order cancellations.

e ( o JV { ]
- ToKyo raises heat in

trade row with Beijing
(-

“Our view is that m }g

sues should be treated separatdly,”
Hirose said. That view is unlikely
to go down well with China, which
has said it is ready for talks but it
was up to Japan to resolve the row
by removing its curbs on the Chi-
nese farm products.

Hirose said the Asian neigh-
bours were still making efforts to
reach an agreement on holding
talks, but that the tariffs should be
discussed separately because
China was breaking World Trade
Organisation (WTO) rules as well
as Japan-China trade pacts by im-
posing the duties. “We do hope to
hold talks as soon as possible, even
as early as next week, so the two
sides should use our heads to
come up with an agreement,” he
said.

But he stressed that Tokyo had
no intention of ending its “safe-
guard” import curbs slapped on
shiitake mushrooms, leeks and

rushes for the tatami mats that
cover the floors of traditional
Japanese homes because these
were allowed by the WTO.

The impact of the tariffs was
clear from latest figures, which
showed that from the previous
month imports of leeks in May fell
59.9 per cent to 766 tonnes, shiitake
mushrooms dropped 66 per cent to
790 tonnes, while tatami rushes
fell 69 per cent to 1,529 tonnes. The
tariffs were hitting not only
China, but were biting into the
businesses of Japanese firms and
greengrocers who have come to
rely on the cheap imports to at-
tract custom in an economy where
consumer spending has been
falling steadily. One small Tokyo
tatami mat manufacturer said his
business would suffer because he
now had to use more expensive do-
mestically grown rushes since the
imposition of the 106 per cent tem-
porary tariffs on Chinese rushes./
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Bezjzng, June 20

CHINA IS backing women f%‘
by the Japanese military to serve
as sex slaves during World War II
in an appeal against a Tokyo
court’s rejection of their
demands for compensation.

The women have the support
of three quasi-official organisa-
tions, the all-China lawyers asso-
ciation, the all-China Women's
Federation and the China Foun-
dation for Human Rights Devel-
opment, State-run media report-
ed on Wednesday.

“The decision has turned a
blind eye to the facts, laws and
human rightsand has once again
seriously harmed the Chinese
victims and the feelings of the
Chinese people,” the groups said
in a joint statement carried by
the Beijing Morning Post and
other newspapers. The reports
said the women had produced
“enough evidence” to prove they
had been repeatedly raped by
Japanese soldiers between 1942
and 1944,

The clash over sex slaves is
one of a series of contentious
issues now troubling relations
between Japan and china.

On Monday, China announced
punitive tariffs on Japanese cars,
mobile phones and air condition-
ers, ih a mounting trade spat
between Asia’s two largest
economies. China has also
objected to the recent approval
by the Japanese Government of
history’ textbooks that Beijing
says gloss over wartime atroci-
ties and aggression.

No one knows how many sex
slavgs survive. Many have con-
ceaW their past, considering it
shameful. Historians say as
many as 200,000 Asian women
were abducted as gex slaves for
Japanese. soldiers before and
during World War'IT.

Five women from central
China’s filed a lawsuit in Tokyo
in 1995 demanding apology and
compensation from Japan.

AP
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