Hfutm sets tough terms
r&% “for Chechnya talks

' By Vladimir Radyuhin ‘(‘Q

MOSCOW, SEPT. 7. Russia’s Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has set
tough preconditions for peace
tatks with Chechen rebel leaders,
which practically rule out such
talks.

Responding to a call from a lib-
eral parliamentarian for opening
peace talks with Chechnya's sep-
aratist President, Mr. Aslan Mask-
hadov, Mr. Putin said
negotiations were only possible
on two conditions: “All bandit
formations should lay down their
weapons and particularly ordious
bandits who have Russian blood
on their hands are handed over to
us.

The preconditions, which are
bound to be rejected by Che-
chens, made sound hollow Mr.
Putin’s abstract remark that
“talks are always better than any
military actions, and we are pre-
pared to enter into contact with
anyone.”

Visibly annoyed by the talks ap-
peal from Mr. Boris Nemtsov,
leader of the liberal SPS party in
Parliament, Mr. Putin said that
unless the MP was able to per-
suade the Chechens to accept his
conditions, he should “stop fid-
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mentary mandate.” He was
speaking on Friday while on a
tour of Russian regions neigh-
bouring Chechnya, timed to coin-
cide with the 10th anniversary of
separatists declaring Chechnya's
independence from Russia.

Russia has made little progress
in its second two-year-old mili-
tary effort to crush rebel resist-
ance in Chechnya, with scores of
Russian troops dying every month
in the breakaway region. Yet,
Moscow appears to be short on
new ideas as to how to resolve the
Chechen stalemate.

The Russian President called
for more responsibility for main-
taining law and order in Chech-
nya to be handed over to
Chechens loyal to Moscow.

“We will achieve nothing in
Chechnya as long as we do not
establish order there and as long
as we do not allow Chechen peo-
ple to work in the police organs
and other special services,” Mr.
Putin said during a meeting with
regional leaders in Kislovodsk, in
the North Caucasus.

In the past few months rebels
have killed about 50 pro-Moscow
Chechen administrators and po-
lice, branding them as traitors.




~ Putin approves
- missile black list

' REUTERS \ - '
: = U . H
MOSCOW, Aug. 9. - Russian President;r Vladimir Putin, ap-

proved the lists of goods and technology related to missiles and
biological weapons over which the state will exercise tough expo-
rt controls. The move may help address fears in Washington
and elsewhere that post-Soviet Russia could be a source of
powerful arms for hostile states as its vast and now impover-
ished armed forces and many thousands of weapons scientists
struggle to make ends meet.

A Kremlin statement yesterday gave few details but said one
. presidential decree set down the list of controlled germs, toxins
and genetically modified micro-organisms, related equipment
and technology. A separate decree dealt with equipment, mate-
rials and technology which could be used to produce missiles.

. The Kremlin statement gave no further details about the

decrees, which were issued to specify a framework to imple--
ment a law on export controls passed by parliament in 1999,
It didn’t specify what items were on the various lists.

“The decrees have been signed to protect national interests,
carry out Russia’s obligations under the 1972 Biological and
Toxin Weapons Conventions and those concerning non-prolif-
eration of missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass de-
struction,” a Kremlin spokesman said.
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S(QO By Pran Chopra / ?/
MOSCOW, AUG 2. For the Russian Presidefit} Mr.
Vladimir Putin there is more at stake than the
ABM in his dialogue with the U.S. President,
Mr. George Bush which began in Slovenia. Its
outcome can twist a delicate choice he must
make soon, and a wrong tugn can take him into
wilderness. An electior?eﬁ{ﬂt declared on July
30 has reminded him 6t this possibility.

Mr. Putin has had time enough as President
to consolidate his popularity and to make up
his wish list. Now he must convert his pop-
ularity into effective power, because he stands
on the threshold of a critical phase. The third
year is crucial for a four-year president who is
allowed only one more term. Therefore, he
must decide now whether he wants to work for
a second term or for a place in history. Or to
gamble for both. The first choice calls for pop-
ular measures for a while and then early elec-
tions for a Duma which would reinforce his
presidency instead of trying, as the present Du-
ma, to be a rival centre of power. The second
choice calls for doing what the country needs
most, whatever the electoral consequences.
The third , despite the risk of falling between
two stools, means giving bitter pills for 12
months and then some sweets for making the
fourth year a platform for a second term.

Until he met Mr. Bush in Slovenia Mr. Putin
had such a high public rating that he could
either use it for taming the existing Duma de-
spite the strong communist presence in it, or
for getting a new one elected which would not
try to resist him. He chose well, and Duma
passed most government Bills without mauling
them too much. In the meantime, he has also
been able to stitch a party alliance behind him,
which he did not have when he won his first
Presidency. More important, he has been able
to make a start with that which Russia lacked in

the Yeltsin years,-and for lacking which it had
lacked everything — stability, confidence and
the beginnings of a sense of pride in itself.

But that has not been the result of his pol-
icies, whether intended or implemented. It has
been the result of his personality. He is rightly
seen and admired as sincere, energetic, brisk
without being hasty, daring to stand up to those
upon whose patronage Mr. Yeltsin had become
dependent in his later years, and all that has
given him the benefit of a strong synergy be-
tween his images at home and abroad. The
more the Russian people show confidence in
him the higher he rises in the eyes of the world,
and the more that happens, the more Russia
rallies around him. That is how he was able to
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do a lot in the first half of the first term.

But a huge lot more remains for him to do yet
because of the basket of vipers Yeltsin handed
him. The flight of capital continues because
corrupt oligarchs remain powerful. The country
remains divided between the very rich and the
very poor, between Moscow and the regions.
The path of democracy is still rocky. A unified
and unifying federal system is not in place as
yet. Nor a genuinely multi-layered party system
which alone can sustain it. Chechnya still fes-
ters. Little of the foreign investment is going
into industrial economy or the infra-structure.
Consumerism is'rampant in Main Street, Mos-
cow, and so much of what is consumed is im-
ported that repatriation of profits from the sale
of luxury goods is still adding to the outward
flow, while taxes are being kept low to keep
investors happy no matter what they invest in.
The time is now for a sound strategy of devel-
opment and specific policies to back it.

But this is precisely when the synergy may
falter. Ever since Slovenia, Mr. Bush’s people

"7 Delicate choi/ées before Putin

have been parading four placards in Moscow.
One, America is gong ahead with NMD even if it
means discarding ABM. Two, not much time
can be spared or is needed for negotiations with
Moscow because there is nothing much to ne-
gotiate. Three, the gap between the two coun-
tries is narrowing, which in the context only
means Mr. Putin is coming along and the rest is
postures. Four.

There are economic sticks and carrots for
Russia, which the U.S. Commerce and Trade
Secretaries brought along to Moscow just when
Ms. Condoleezza Rice was here with her charm
and arguments. But if anything is known publi-
cly, it is that Mr. Putin is far from coming along.
He made this as clear as can be in a superb
press conference immediately after Slovenia.
The full text has to be seen for his grasp of
issues and detail and polite but firm rebuttals.
But people will soon ask who is kidding whom,
and either Mr. Putin’s credibility will take a
knock or the synergy. In the meantime, the
communists will drum up Bush bashing for all
they are worth, and what they are worth they
have just demonstrated. In their first win in the
important province of Nizhny Novgorod ,they
have won the governorship by a big margin,
defeating the incumbent Governor who was
backed by the Unity Party, the only party which
fully backs Mr. Putin.

_ A resolution of Russia’s dilemma lies only in
three possibilities. One. Technical failure of
NMD. Two. Such opposition to it by Europe
that Russia is seen in good company, not only
China’s. Three. Russian technologies can nulli-
fy America’s NMD advantage at an affordable
cost. The first two are outside Russia’s control.
The third remains to be seen. Therefore, if a
second term for Mr. Putin is at stake, then also
at stake is his hope to be remembered as the
maker of post-Soviet Russia.
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/0 Mosco

By Pran Chopra

MOSCOW, AUG 1. No country of
comparable significance needs a
federal system as much as Russia.
This is because of the variety, size
and spread of its regions, their
contiguity with so many coun-
tries, ranging from the heart of
central Europe to Islamic Asia to
the entirely different world of Chi-
na, Korea, and Japan.

There is no known system of
governance which can better en-
compass so much within a single
country than a federation can.
But federalism also faces more in-
hibitions in Russia than in most
countries, some inherited from
the Czarist past, some from Stali-
nist communism, more from the
blunder driven concluding years
of Mr. Yeltsin, and some which
are being generated now due to
the fear that federalism may feed
separatism. From the first Czar to
the time when, in 1990, the com-
munist party was dismantled
without preparing alternative
structures, Russia has had a long
history of all authority being con-
centrated in Moscow. That impe-
rial stretch weakens Moscow’s
hold over the country, and today
it is certainly weak. But it remains
incompatible with the essence of
federalism, a mutually under-
stood and accepted partnership
between the federal centre and
the constituents of the federation.

The disastrous decade of the
Yeltsin rule presented Russian
federalism with its worst crisis. In
1990, Mr. Yeltsin gained control of
the Russian Republic, which was
itself a federation and also the
richest and most powerful part of
the Soviet federation. And the first
thing he did was to start a mutuai-
ly destructive collision between
the Soviet Union and the Repub-
lic. The collision destroyed the
Soviet Union but it also made the
Republic a pauper, and aggravat-
ed those very fears of federalism
for which democratic federalism
is the best remedy.

By withholding large amounts
that the Russian Republic owed
the Soviet Union, Mr. Yeltsin
threatened to ruin the Union fi-
nancially. In an effort to save the

Union, its President, Mr. Mikhail
Gorbachev, drew up a well
thought-out federal constitution
for the Union as a whole, and won
overwhelming approval for it in a
referendum in March 1991. But
Mr. Yeltsin proclaimed the Rus-
sian Republic as sovereign, and
created a precedent which was to
be quickly followed by the Baltic
and Central Asian republics. As a
result, the successor State, the
present Russian Federation (RF)
was crippled at birth.

Mr. Yeltsin became President of
the Russian Federation in an elec-
tion in 1993, which has been
widely shown to have been fraud-
ulent. But nemesis followed. Just
as he had led the Russian Repub-
lic into a revolt against the Soviet
Union, Mr. Yeltsin was confront-
ed by the local bosses of many
constituents of the RF with de-
mands for more sovereignty. To
gain their support for a second
term as the RF President, Mr. Yelt-
sin promised them * as much
sovereignty as you can eat.”
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When that too did not resolve the
sovereignty issue, he put aside the
federal provisions of the Constitu-
tion he had promulgated in 1993
and proceeded to sign “treaties’”
with more than half the 89 con-
stituents, the terms of each being
determined by no established
principles but by the political or
economic bargaining power of
each side in each situation.

They — and particularly the
“treaties” with Tatarstan and
Bshkortostan, the most assertive
of the constituents after Chech-
nya — violate the Constitution’s
requirements about what Mos-
cow and a constituent must do
where they have joint jurisdiction.
In some cases where the jurisdic-
tion was joint under the RF Con-
stitution it was entrusted
exclusively to a constituent, and
where it was exclusively the Fed-
eration’s, such as in relations with
foreign powers, it was made joint.
Such is the maze of sovereignties
in which the President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin now finds himself, and

A
w fears federalism q

it has become the biggdst single
challenge to his highest single do-
mestic priority. On bgcoming
there
would be a dictator now, but his
name would be Law, meaning
that Mr. Yeltsin’s ad hocisms and
rule by decree by earlier regimes
would be replaced by clear and
justiciable laws. But the benefici-
aries of these treaties are so en-
trenched now that each has to be
eased one by one out of the local
tangle. For doing so, Mr. Putin has
divided the Russian Federation
into seven districts, and put each
under the charge of a high-pow-
ered deputy hand picked by him.
Success has come in a few cases
but only a few.

In the meantime, Mr. Putin has
made a mistake which might in-
hibit the long term and only real
basis of Russia’s unity, that each
constituent should have sucH a
strong sense of being a partner in
the governance of the whole
country that it may neither have
reason to resist the centre nor
wish to opt out of the country.
Only democratic federalism can
ensure that, by providing that au-
thentic representatives .of each
constituent, elected by the local
entities, have the opportunity to
participate in the governance of
the whole federation alongside
federal level parties, while federal
level parties have the opportunity
to participate in the governance
of the constituents, thus binding
the whole polity in a web of the
obligations of democratic federal-
ism.

A new law recently promoted
by Mr. Putin virtually prohibits
constituents from forming their
own parties. It requires each party
to have so much membership in
s0 many constituents that it bans
any party which represents the
constituents of one region. Fortu-
nately, a new move is afoot, that
federal parties may contest local
elections in a constituent. That
will force federal parties to com-
pete for the support of local enti-
ties and will give the latter a
chance to get some quid pro quo
at the federal level. But that will
take time, and the timeAaken will

be time lost.
/



more people than they benefit; many of the nat-

voters than have voted for any one candidate.

ﬁ@ia takes two ﬂeps\clﬁ;er to democracy
\w ,\ & By Pran Chopra

MOSCOW, JULY 31. A few days ago Russia t(:%btwo
long steps closer to democracy. In mid- July a
consolidation occurred in centrist politics
which will put Russia more firmly on the Left-
centre-Right spectrum of democratic politics. At
the same time the President, Mr. Vladimir Putin
signed into law a political parties Bill which is
calculated to keep the spectrum clear of the
clutter of parties that are only fragments and
splinters .

The latest elections for the Duma, the Lower
House of the Russian Parliament, in December
1999, as well as for the presidency, in January,
2000, had shown a severe imbalance. The far
Left showed much greater strength than the far
Right and the centre-Right and centre-Left were
so divided that they barely held their own. At the
start of the Presidential race, Mr. Putin had a
rating of only two, the communist leader, Mr.
Gennady Zyuganov 26, and Mr. Yevgeny Prima-
kov, founder of the left-of- centre Fatherland
party and former Prime Minister, had a rating of
19. Later, Mr. Primakov withdrew, for reasons
which remain unclear, Mr. Putin’s image as the
Chechnya war hero shone burnished by a bril-
liant campaign run by his Minister for Emergen-
cies, Mr. Sergei Shoigu, and he won with 53 per
cent of the vote. But Mr. Zyuganov still managed
to get 29 per cent. In the Duma elections, the far
Left polled 28 per cent, far Right 15 per cent, and
the centre-Left and Right 37 per cent.

This is not supprising in a country in which
the death rateAS rising; GDP growth rate is fall-
ing; well over a third of the population lives
below tHe subsistence level; “reforms’” hurt

ural leaders of the far Right, the very rich, are too
corrupt to attract voters; and the middle class is
a rising force but has not risen enough yet. The
next calamity or scandal can tip the country into
the lap of those who are suspected of wanting to
take it back to the days of the State-controlled
economy which was strong on social security.
The scene must be daunting for Mr. Putin. He
may want a more cooperative Duma which will
support his middle-of-the-road vision of re-
forms. But to get that he needs a party system
which would be stronger in the middle. His
managers tried to get that at the beginning of
June this year but failed. They succeeded this
mid-July with the strategic consent of the highly
successful and Mayor of Moscow, Mr. Yuri
Luzhkov, the second most powerful man in Fa-
therland. He accepted partnership with Unity, a

FACETS OF RUSSIA — |

party of the middle Right which is strongly
backed by Mr. Putin. With this backing the Pres-
ident got a Bill through Duma to forestall what
has happened in many countries — when a long
reigning single party, even if democratic, goes
into decline, numerous parties mushroom and
the electoral arena gets cluttered up. The new
Act provides that for filling the 50 per cent Du-
ma seats which are filled by the lists system, a
party must ‘“register” first, wait a year to be
“recognised”’, then prove it has topped pre-
scribed membership and spread thresholds and
in the direct elections the result can be set aside
if the voter turn out is less than 25 per cent or if
all candidates have been ‘‘rejected” by more

There are also more stringent and detailed rules
about the source of funds. It is easy to see that
under this Act a party which is “‘national” but
very minor will not get far. Nor will a party get
much “national” play if it is confined to one or
two member- States of the federation, because it
will have no “recognised’” members in the Du-
ma. The latter aspect has a defect but it is clear
that with only sizeable parties as sizeable play-
ers, the socio-political and economic contours
of the electorate will stand out more clearly and
become more influential, and the Duma will
have a better chance to reflect the total electo-
rate much better. As it is, there is talk of some
rearrangement of marriages which were ar-
ranged in the sudden rush for the last Duma and
Presidential elections. Younger communists, a
hard core Left but not with the old Stalinists’
aversion to ‘‘too much democracy” might put
hands across the fence to Mr. Primakov’'s fol-
lowers in Fatherland and the scattered lot of
democratic socialists who are looking for home.
On the Right, the modern conservatives may
seek alternatives to the adventurous new cap-
italists who have been dislodging the bucca-
neering old “oligarchs” from the gigantic State
monopolies as they are privatised. The latter are
about the worst of the many bad legacies Mr.
Yeltsin has left behind for Putin. The pot will
boil more if Putin pursues an idea he is sup-
posed to harbour — advance the next elections
to the Duma if he can while the present wave for
him holds. But all such possibilities only feed
into the main possibility, that as t
elections turns, democracy will ¢
than it has ever done.
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/ Opium, the new religion

NDER A torrent of
narcotics gushing in
from Afghanistan and
Central Asia, Russia is
fast succumbing to the scourge
of drug abuse and the related
spread of AIDS. Drug addiction
has jumped 20-fold in the
country over the last 10 years,
with 4 million to 5 million of
Russia’s 146-million population
using drugs, half of them
considered addicts, according to
official estimates. Independent
researchers say there are no
reliable statistics and cite 10
million drug users and five
million or six million addicts.

The explosive rise in drug
abuse came after the collapse of
the Soviet Union. The ensuing
economic and social crisis has
wrought-havoc with the lives of
millions, pushing many to seek
solace in drink and drugs. Over
the same years, Afghanistan has
emerged as the world’s biggest
producer of drugs, leaving far
behind the Golden Triangle in
South East Asia and Latin
America. Afghanistan today
accounts for three-fourths of the
world’s heroin supply, according
to U.N. estimates. The bulk of

The economic and
social crisis ensuing
from the collapse of
the Soviet Union has
pushed many to seek

solace in drugs.
Vladimir Radyuhin on
Russia’s scourge.

MD’W

Afghanistan-produced drugs has
been channelled in recent years
through the porous borders of
the former Soviet Central Asia to
Russia and further on to Europe,
as Iran effectively curbed drug-
trafficking across its territory to
South Europe.

Russia, initially a transit route
between Central Asia and
Western Europe, has now
become the world’s fastest
growing drug market. Availability
of drugs and their relative
cheapness are the main factors
contributing to the rapidly
growing incidence of narcotics
use in Russia. One gram of
heroin in Moscow costs just $30
to $40 while in the West it goes
for $180. The Russian Interior
Ministry estimates that the share
of drugs transiting Russia to
Europe has dropped from 60 per
cent five years ago to less than 6
per cent today, with 94 per cent
/cpnsumed in Russia. In Moscow

WS

alone, drug peddling brings up to
$1 billion in profits a year. The
Izvestia daily assessed the annual
turnover of drugs in Russia at
$30 billion. In addition to heroin
from Afghanistan, there is
cocaine from Latin America and
synthetic drugs from Europe.

Drug addiction is spreading
fastest among young people. Dr.
Grigory Potemkin of the AMITI
Institute, which specialises in
preventive treatment of drug and
alcohol addiction, says that four
out of five young Russians are
familiar with drugs in many
regions, including Moscow.
Drugs are freely sold at discos
and night clubs and peddled in
practically all Moscow schools.
The rector of Russia’s most
prestigious Moscow State
University, Mr. Viktor
Sadovnichy, admits that a
“structured network of drug
dealers” is active among his
40,000 students. Each addict
attracts 10 to 17 people to the
habit during one year. Towns
and villages which have the
misfortune of sitting on the main
roads leading from Central Asia
to Russia’s western borders, are
the worst hit. Some of them have
close to 100 per cent incidence
of drug addiction among young
people.

Skyrocketing use of drugs has
led te an explosion in HIV/AIDS
incidence, which jumped from

420,000 to 700,000 in a single
year in 2000. And that is just the
beginning. “If the current rate of
infection continues, half the
country’s population will be
infected with HIV within a
decade,” said Dr. Vladimir
Pokrovsky, head of the National
Centre for the Fight Against
AIDS.

The Deputy Health Minister,
Mr. Gennady Onishchenko,
warned that Russia’s very future
was at stake. “AIDS may cause
the death or dissipation of the
nation,” he said.

The President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, has described the
narcotics problem as a ‘“national
security threat”, while the Prime
Minister, Mr. Mikhail Kasyanov,
said drugs were ruining a whole
“generation which is due to take
over from us”.

Much of the problem lies
outside Russia’s reach. Economic
dislocation in the newly
independent states of Central
Asia has made drug trafficking
the only way of earning a living
for thousands, if not millions.
Drug couriers from Tajikistan or
Kyrgyzstan do not need a visa to
travel to Russia.

Despite the enormity of the
problem, Russia is yet to set up a
mechanism for combating drug
abuse. “Out of three essential
conditions required to effectively
combat drug addiction, Russia

~

has none,” says Dr. Vladimir
Prokopenko, Deputy Chairman of
the International Anti-Narcotics
Committee. “It lacks political
will, financial resources and
scientific potential.”

Two national programmes to
fight drug abuse adopted in 1995
and 1997 never took off for lack
of funding. A law passed three
years ago targets not so much
drug dealers as addicts by
making the use, distribution and
transport of even the most
microscopic amounts of drugs
punishable by a prison sentence.
Enormous profits enable drug
traffickers to bribe police. In
some cities, such as
Yekaterenburg in the Urals, the
Russian mafia has launched its
own war on drug dealers, fearing
that narcotics would kill off all its
potential recruits.

“Government efforts to combat
drugs are about as effective as
trying to put out the Chernoby!
reactor fire with a glass of
water, ’said Dr. Prokopenko.

Experts predict a further
spread of drugs in Russia. “We
are heading for an 80 per cent
nationwide incidence of drug use
among young people,” says Dr.
Potemkin of the AMITI Institute,
adding an optimistic note of
sorts: “Thereafter drug addictio
will begin to subside, because i

has never registered higher lgyve.
anywhere in the worV
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ﬁCheehnya war,

Moscow urgedw"f/

MOSCOW, MAY 17. European Union
officials on Thursday pushed Rus-
sia to switch from dollars to euros
in Russia-E.U. commerce and
promised more investments and
trade — but also urged an end to
Russia’s military campaign in
Chechnya.

Russia currently gets paid in
dollars for its oil and gas exports
to Europe, and the E.U. wants to
pay in euros instead. The two
sides signed a joint statement
agreeing to talk more about the
issue. Mr. Romano Prodi, Chair-
man of the European Commis-
sion, hailed the proposal as “a
very significant initiative, and
both the E.U. and Russia will ben-
efit from it.” “It is a clear sign of
commitment to closer relations
between the E.U. and Russia,”
Mr. Prodi said at a press confer-
ence with the President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin, Mr. Javier Solana,
E.U. Foreign Policy and Security
Commissioner, and the Swedish
Prime Minister, Mr. Goran Pers-
son.

Mr. Prodi said use of the euro
would help boost European trade
and investment in the Russian
economy. Russian officials, how-
ever, said little publicly about the
idea. European leaders repeated
criticism of how Russia has con-
ducted the war with rebels in
Chechnya.

The two sides agreed in a joint
statement that a political solution
to the war is needed, but Russia
has shown little willingness to talk
with rebel leaders, no one of
whom is clearly in charge of the
resistance. The leaders also dis-
cussed issues ranging from West
Asia and the Balkans to trade, de-
fence and E.U. enlargement — a
sign of the increased emphasis
Russia is putting on relations with
Europe under Mr. Putin. That is a
switch from his predecessor, Mr.
Boris Yeltsin, who placed more
emphasis on relations with the
United States.

“The institution of inter\a idns
between Russia and the E.U. has
repeatedly shown its efficacy)’
Mr. Putin said at the start of talks
in the Kremlin's ornate Catherine
Hall. “At their roots lie common
civilizational roots, as well as
trade, economic and cultural
links between European coun
tries and Russia that have existea
for many centuries.”” — AP

lvanov for U.S.
By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 17. The Russian For-
eign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, is
travelling to Washington to pre-
pare for a bilateral summit meet-
ing, a Foreign
spokesman said here.

During his three-day visit to the
United States, Mr. Ivanov is likely
to be received by the President,
Mr. George W. Bush, to become
the first Russian official to meet
the American leader.

The visit signals a certain
warming in Russian- American
relations. Mr. Ivanov's main
agenda in Washington will be to
prepare a summit between the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, and Mr. Bush, the Russian
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr.
Alexander Yakovenko, said in
Moscow. The meeting is expected
to take place in mid-June, during
Mr. Bush'’s tour of Europe.

Mr. Ivanov's talks in Washing-
ton will centre on U.S. missile de-
fence talks. Foreign Ministry
sources said Mr. Ivanov will warn
American partners against hasty
and mistaken decisions that can
undermine strategic

]
|
i

Ministry !

stability.

Moscow said it was unconvinced

by U.S. arguments for Mr. Bush's
missile defence plans, set forth by
the U.S. Deputy Secretary of De-
fence, Mr. Paul Wolfowitz, during

his visit to Russia last week. How- |

ever, Moscow said it was ready to
continue consultations./ /

A4



ight now,

ANDREW HIGGINS
MOSCOW
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AVEL Lobkov, dressed in'a sombre suit .
asif for a funeral, hauled down aframed

portrait of himself grinning from the
studios of what, until a few hours eatlier, had
been Russia’s only national television network
not tied to the state. Along with dozens of
other glum journalists from NTV, set up in
1993 by tycoon Vladimir Gusinsky, he then

T w, it's only bad news
struggling journalists in Russia™

news magazine Jtogi, set up by Gusinsky in col-
laboration with Washington Post Co.’s
Newsweek, has announced plans to relaunch as
a Russian version of Paris Match, a glossy di-

gest of crime stories -and celebrity fluff. .

Newsweek has pulled out. ;

Like other media outlets founded or
funded by rival business groups after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, Gusinsky’s media
were tethered to their owner’s own interests
and were never truly independent. But they

suvoer’

bad

_ All three national TV networks are now
within the state’s orbit of influence.
Gazprom, which owns 46 per cent of NTV
, and holds a further 19 per ¢ent as collateral
for & loan, says it has no politicakagenda and
merelywants to protect its investment. -
Its concern over NTV’s finances, however,
contrasts with its unconcern for the losses of
other media properties it controls, such as
Trud, a daily newspaper with few readers,
fewer advertisers and a reputation for skirting
sensitiveissues.

stalked from the :
building, the smiling '
photograph under
his arm.,

“l don’t care
about Gusinsky. 1
don’t- care about
(Boris) Jordan,” he

. said, referring to the

" American financier
‘who had just taken
charge of the net-
work on behalf of
state-dominated
OAO Gazprom. “I
care about my pro-
fession.” Journal-*
ism, he said, had be-
come “indecent.”

But now, like
many others caught
up in a bitter strug-
gle for control of
Russia’s media, the
33-year-old re-
porter . isn’t sure
what to do. Some fellow NTV rebels have de-

cided,. reluctantly, to join TV6, a channel"

owned by Boris Berezovsky, a Russian mogul
~who, like Gusinsky, used to be close to the
Kremlin, fell out of favour and now lives in exile
abroad. Others who stormed from NTV in
protest on April 14 have quietly drifted back.
Lobkov, wary of a new NTV management
beholden to Russia’s gas monopoly but queasy

about joining a channel controlled by Bere-

zovsky, retreated to his country dacha for a
break.

“Jt’s like after a stroke: You need to lie

down and recover,” he explained, “The
choices are all bad. There is no such thing as

real TV news anymore.”
Hid

dilemma reflects a deeper uncertainty

about Russia’s direction under President
Vladimir Putin. For -both allies and foes of
Gusinsky, the dismantling over the past week of
Ruséia’s biggest private media empire marks a
turning point. ‘ .

. Butwhere to? One side sees a Kremlin-or-

chestrated assault. on press freedom. The .

other sees the triumph of economic discipkine
over “oligarchic” influence-peddiing,

n contrast to docile state-confrolled me-
dia, NTV and other outlets run by Gusinsky’s
Media-Most excelled at probing the foibles of
Russian leaders and flaws in their policies.

But while doing so, they planted the seeds of

their own destruction: debts of pver $800 mil-
- lion, mostly to state or state-affiliated bodies
such as Gazprom, whose chairperson is a se-
nior Kremlin official. Russia has lost some of
its most boisterous media voices.
NTV, hit by mass defections, isstruggling to
put out programs. Sevodnya, a respected daily
paper, has been shut down, while the weekly

' DIAN EXPRESS

LA

private media empire is a tuming
point. Some see a Kremlin-orches-
trated assault on press freedom,
the other, a triumph over
influence-peddiing. Russia is really
changing - the wild capitalism
built in recent years is being slowly
replaced by normal, civilised
‘development

For both allies and !es_ ofV
Gusinsky, the dismantling of

“What we’re seeing is the
establishment of absolute
control over the country’s
, media and political life. It's
k|- not the beginning of totalitar-
Bl | ianism, but the creation of a
highly centralised authoritar-
jan system,” says lgor
Malashenko, a Media-Most
- director and close associate of
‘Gusinsky. He says the recent
blows to Gusinsky’s empire
follow an internal report by
Russia’s domestic intelligence
service warning that Putin’s
popularity rating, hovering
around 70 per cent, will sump
as rapid economic growth
* slows.

This, says Malashenko, is
why “Putin wants to establish
full control...as soon as possi-
ble.”

Others, though, applaud
what they see as the end of
the chaotic feuding of
Yeltsin's rule, when Gusin-
sky, Berezovsky and other
moguls known as “oligarchs”

" battled to influence policy
and grab Soviet-era assets.

NTV anchor who, unlike
most of the station’s big
names, decided to stay on,
describes the end of Gusin-
sky's control of the network
as a “painful but positive
step.” It could, she says, show

" ismwebuilt in recent years is
being replaced by normal,
civilised development.”

NTV tolleagues who quit

reader on Soviet television,
first made her name by re-

!!! Ere!! a state monopog on aormanon gx-lg to rea! Communist Party-scripted bul-

and helped ensure a plurality of different, if
sometimes biased, news. -

The Kremlin denies any role in their
demise but has set in motion broad changes
that, in the 16 months since Putin took charge,

are reshaping Russia’s political landscape.

In parliament, policy-making and now the
media, the highly public and often bitterly ide-
ological debates of the Boris Yeltsin era are
giving way to quiet and consensus.

- A pro-Kremlin political bloc, joined by

three parties that previously opposed it, domi-

nates the legislature.

letins about a bloody crackdown in Lithuania.
She was hauled off the air.

She says she decided to keep reading news
on NTV because she was fed up with Gusin-
sky’s using the channel in his battle with.credi-
tors.

“We are in a postrevolutionary era,” says
Pavel Lobkov in his dacha. He misses the vi-

brant political debate of the Yeltsin era but |

says Russia’s media can't bring it back. Hg,
he may evenually go back to NTV, “to ¢
truffies and flowers.” o

news for

Tatyana Mitkova, a star’

{

L

—

that “Russia is really chang-
ing — that the wild capital- -

vilify Mitkov as a sellout. .
‘Such accusations hurt, says |
the anchor, who, as a news |




(Saesrvery
JAep oyr Jo smou urew 3y,
HSIA ekuyoey) s.unng JUlpejp
I 9ounouoid 01 yomnb duom
oyMm eipowr 91e1S Kq paianoo A]
-areq Jndsip € *jje1s im jjo-puess
Noam-Om1 osud) e spus siofeurw
MaUu S AN Aq uonuaAIul YL
"MOJ [BI0IU
-wod Kjoind e sem 31 Suihes “SISLID
ALN 93 ut 319319)uf pinoys 3y 12y}
suonsadsns jjo pad3niys sey unng
IN ‘pa[re) pey unng Iy Jo UISY]
I 10r0d 01 sidwane 1y ey
pies aaey s1afeuew A [N PO YL
‘[SUURYD UOISIAD[I)
1ayjoue uo 0F0[ $IT Jopun Furised
-prOIq panunuod pue Auedwod ayl
ynb sisyewanof jueydp s ALN JO
awog “erpauwi Juapuadapur uo umop
dwep o1 ued s ufwary ay jo
1ed sem ‘ayels Aiuiofew ay) pjoy o}
sure[d yorym ‘woldzen Ajodouowt
se8 uni-o1e1s 9yl AQq plq IoA0dN®)
ayr eyl Aes sisiewmnol  oyf
‘s1sijewinof s uonels ay)
£q pa1oefar A[a3ae] Inq SI0103JIP JO
pieoq mau e Anq YIuoUL SIy) II[ILd
pawurodde ‘s1oSeuews mau S AqQ
siouenbpeay s AN JO IoA0ay®)

AU [3qa
uI aseq SHsIA upng §

G aCgu seiusg v Uy seies FY ]
sty uo unnd JW Suikuedwoodoe
alam  ulsa]  JIBIA  JoIsTurw
eIpowWw sSeul pue Ao[zAID suog
ISIUIW  JOUSJUL ‘AouBA] 19319§
Io1SIulW 20u9jep  pres  Aouade
smou sse]-Jel ‘unjeyy| jo adeqjia
ay) Jeau pakordep dnoi3 opuew
-WOD UBISSNY B PIASIA OS[R UNnd

I TRy} PIES UOISIAD[) XBlIau]
‘03e Jeak ® S[2Qal
sueredas yim apeq e ul paip
siodoonered uerssny g s1oym eAU
-yooy)) [eNUIO Ul BAIE 2yl pAIISIA
unng 1A Auzoio) ut Surpuej a10jaq
JeY) pies UOISIAQ[3) unI-ajels YL
‘S[RIOJO  [B00] UYlM  SULLISJUOD
*Auzoiny [ended [euoidar oy Ipis
-1no veyURYY JO aseq AIei(iw oy
18 mou sem pue uesaSe Jo uordal
SuunoqySou a3 woly  1adod
-9y Aq eAuyday)) ol mal) unng

JA pres uewsayods urwary v
"MOISOJAL
ut podes urede UOISIAJ[A A I N JUIp
-uadapul 19A0 [epueds ay) se ‘Aep
-1neg uo eAUYd9YD) Jo uoidar (9qal
3y 0] may unnd ITWIPBIA IUSP
-15914 ueissny :p[ LAV ‘A0S0

(Yd@'dVv) "ueplof suog
101001Ip PI[[RISUL A[M3U oY) Ispun wed}
juowsgeuewr mou ayy astudoosar o1 Jur
-STJo1 JIE SISIEWINOS "BULYOIOG BUEAAS 1o
-pee1 smau Je[ndod ay1 pres ,‘90104d JIYJ0
ou yum 9[ S1om oM, ‘paulodar Kousde
SMaU XBIdU] 101191 2y) pausdis sisifewrnol
00% 18103 € JO INO Of UBd IO IYSIUISA0
FIOMIOU  UOISIAQ[3)  [euoneu  juopuad
-3put ayj 1040 Yool woidzen Auedwoo 43
-10Ud PAUMO-IIBIS § BISSNY IS)ye Aepimes
uo uoneudisal Jo I9119] JANIS[[0O & poudis
sisiewInol A LN JO SUIZOP ‘O[IYmUBIA

"192J)S YY) SSOIJR SAVLJJO
INL 2y 03 190 juom Ioyles0) [[e pue
ymb osfe punosied [EOIUYOS) swog uon)
-21$ o) SulAea] a1am A3Y) JuswWALIS © sut

-uSts reyye Surpping oy3 Jaf pue s[jey Y} ul
Suny pey 1ey; seA[sway) jo sexmord o31e]
UMOP Y0O) JUSWISFRULW MaU Ay 3STUF00a]
01 asngar oym sisireyInof A IN Surpeo
"$1SBISMAU Y} UdIMII]
Sunuweidord ren3a1 uwel suopels ylog
* LN U0 1seapeoiq uonisoddQ ue pane sist
-rewnof A LN TeAry -foyine s woldzen
sosuBooal oym Isifewanof v Aq pear sem
AN UO $Mau We O] 2Y1 ‘191e[ sI00Y oM ],
‘[suuByd A LN 24} J2A0 “Jsow-eIpaut
o1 s3uoeq oOS[e Jey) [QUUBRYD JI|[RWS
e ‘INL wolj 3unsedpeoiq sem UDION
IA YUB[Q JUdm U2I0S Y} Uaym ISEd
-peoiq SMau B SuIpeal Sem UINION 1aIpuy
Ioyouy ‘op 01 jeym Ino amdy o1 Sut
-An punose Suifiut sisijewrnol jo 238100

JI0M)IU A LN JO [0UO0D SD

YIIM “MODSOJN Ul We J(:§ 18 MOISOIN

ur 1B oy U0 Juam A LN "MOISOJN ur 3ul
-1seOpeOoIq SUISaq Uonels aY) 210Joq sInoy
[212A3s I1e 9y} UO 2u03 9aeY PINOYS yorym
9ses Jey ueissny ay) ur werdoid Furwrow
Ajea su unsespeolq uigaq 01 pamoj[e
jou sem ALN Ples AOYNNpuUOy I
‘pasueyo Apdnige
alam pajedo] s1 A LN 25oym 3urp[ing 901jjo
Ayl Jo Joo[j yig 2y} uo spsend A1Lnoos
ayJ. ‘pies juapuodsaiiod A LN UR ‘AoNninp
-UOY| PXI[Y “{IoMISU 9yl JO [ONUOD IYE)
0] SDUJO S, ALN 1B UMBp 210Joq A|

WO pajed-0s e ‘AepinjeS uo Apme
s1edk (1 [nun ajels ayl 01 paduoleq Fuiln
-AI9A9 AJIBSU 213Uym UOTIRU B Ul SIY

(842112} ) "ARPLL] UO MO0ISOJA 10} punoq dueld & U0 PUELIIZIIMS 1J3] UIPOIOg JJA "AEPSIUPIA

‘din uo BAdUAL) Ul uolssTW dREWOIP S, BISSTY 0) SJIAME] SSIMS INOJ S £Q PIPUNOLINS SYyJem ‘Sadreyd Juniap
-unej-{auoul 38j 0} PUBLIIZIIMS Ul ‘(3J3] WOI] PIIY)) UIPOIOY [3AR] IPIE UIUIAIY] JOULIO] :VISSY OL 440

-1odoxd 19a0 131y arewni3ay v s17 KBS SI10
-O 1661 ul asdejjoo 191408 Y} JDUIS BIS
-sny Ul yosads Jo wopasij 10j 159l 159331q
a1 se dn padeys sey ajneq ay ‘Auell 10
“JusWIAA08 3}
AQ PI[[ONUOD 10U JIOMIU IPIMUONEU A[UO
s.eissny St ALN ‘spiepueis Suial] s An
-UNo?d 3Y) JO UOTIBIOLIAJIP ) PUE S[BPULBDS
uondnuiod juenodudr se [[om se eAuyIayD
ur fem 3yl jo o3BI0A0D [BONILID JsOW S B
-1SSY JO SWos YIm Anunod ay) papiaoid
seq yorym ‘uomnels A1se) ayl Jo ISA0dYR)
U1 pulyaq si ufjiald{ ayj swield AN
"901JJO SIY OIUI 2AOW O} PAUIULISIOP
‘Kepanieg uo dn pamoys ueplof ‘woidzes)
eid sed [eimeu AQ IsAoaye] e 3)91d
-EOo pue peay s cozﬁm 3 SE Ul JAOH UED

2) TILI 9)B]S eIssn

(IN[1) "UOISSNISIP 312IDUOD
v uejs pue Aepy ul uoidurysesp
nS1A 03 uonensul jeuosrad e wiy
papuey pey 91els JO AIBaI093S S[)
a1} 1By} pIes OS[e AOUBAT JIA "1}
210J2q uQAQ 0w Y3 ysng
981090 1A pue unng JUIPE[A JA
1B(]1 INO d[NI JOU PIP,, 3EIS Jo A
-2199$ S 9Y1 Pue Y ‘UONJESIIAUOD
11ay) Sunnp pres ACUBA] IJA ‘QWl
awes 9y} 1y ‘louuns }xau eoudsn
ul yqwwns ¢-0 2yl Suunp Jut
-199W S2JBIS PalIU() S} pue BISSNY
Jo siapeoy 9y jo Ampqissod ayy
passnosIp A3y} Pres 1ISIUm oy J,
‘Stred Ul ABpsIny[, Uo [[omod
I Yim Sunoour sty Sulmp passnd
-SIp Sem SIY) pres AOUBA] I
-suodai psoaoN ‘Sunsowr
JOMUWOD  [eUONBWIAUT  ewIngg
e je Suiyeads opiym Aouea] I
Aq Aepl1ij UO Po[BaAdl sem STYL
‘Tramod urjo)) ajels Jo
AI812109s [} pPue AoUBAT IO 19)
-STunu u31aI10] URISSNY dY) JO peay
o) uoamiaq Sunesw e e passnd
“-SIp Sem suoneIaqgrap 8-0 P Sur
-Ip $3elS PATUN} 3Y) PUB BISSNY
JO sjuapIsald Y} Udamlaq IRUNS
siqissod v gl [ady ‘M0dSO]N

JOUINS )Xou
199w Aewu

Syyen g
unngd ysng
9y [UN [SUUBYD U] YA [BIP 0] JOU sjueq
pawiem sey oym ‘ueplof suog Joroueuly
ueouSWy Aq pa[ oI siodeurwl MIU Y],

‘Sutuzowr Kepinjes
A[ies UOTIEYS S JB PaAllle sId3euBUl MU
oyl uaym pouaddey pey jeym Jsnf uregdxo
01 paidwaye oy se DUNUIS-PIU Ul JJO
D sem UDLION [2IpUY IOYOUR Usym we
00:8 J& ouied saAemlIle S, A [N JO 2InZios
oy jo joedwr ay3 Jo uSrs [eaa isiy YT,
"JSBOpROIQ 3} JO ISPIW Y1 UL
smau urwiowr ay) JJo Sumnd pue LAjuoyne
J19Y] pasnjal oym sisijewanof Suixy ‘sprend
£1un02s oY) Surdueyd ‘A LN 1240 J00) Aep
-INeS UO YIomlau UOISIAS[a) juspuadapur
IpLAAUCHIRU A[UO S BISSTY JO s198euew mau
pourrepooid-jjos oyl :pI ady ‘Modsop




NS

/ ‘sareys ALN JO Juad 1ad
oe 0] Asuisnn "IN Pim sy[el Ul sem
{es 1a1j180 peY IUM], "IN “ureds ul pajxd
OU §1 oYM ‘Asuisny HWIPe|A "IN ‘19punoj
s31 WIolj ALN UT 9Bis AjLIourul e 8uidng woy
‘JouIny paL ‘I ‘U00dA) BIpaW 'S} Y ade
-INOJSIpP 01 JApIO UT 3sBD ay} Jesy P[nod 1IMod
uoneniqre syl aio}aq ALN 12A0 JJo -puels 3y}
pus 01 pauimy aaey 03 sreadde uruIany Sy,

JUBWIUIIA0D) 31 %

asrwioldwios aas 01 Suisnyal Aq SISLO Y} Sur
-yearidde 10§ Juouradeueur ALN P[0 Y3 pasidl
U0 9y ‘oull) SUWIES Y} 1Yy "OlIEUaIS ajqissod
1sIom 3y 01 3uIp1020e dojeAdp p[NOd UonNENIIs
a1 18y} SulIes] 19A09)E] AY) SuLINp 3WOd pey
a1y alaym s1airenbpeay s, [puteyd ay) e uoneu
-81s21 SIY PIOUNOUUE ‘101031 ISULIO) S)1 pue
ALN Jo s1apunoj a1 Jo auo ‘asdkepoiqod 1IN

sianay — "Aepinjes Uo MajAIdU| ue Suunp MoJsOoJ\ [BI3UaD U] OlpNn}s jseapeoiq
AM|SOIN oYM Y3 uj S snyojaeAysie Isawil 1IN pue eupjoios euefie] ‘s ‘(¥al)
UOIA0ISPUBYS JOPIIA N ‘uoliE)s UOIS|A9je} ALN juopuadopuj pajliequd ay} Jo sisjlewnor

\

-2010] Aq ALN Jo oInzes ay isurede isajold
ur Aepinjeg uo paudisai ‘Askapoiqod 89[0 TN
‘UOISIAS[91 Y LY Uni-aje1s oy Jo J030311p 3YL
‘SI9P[OYDIRYS S} UdaMIdq
amndsip jersowwiod Apind e sem ALN 19A0
101guod 3y} palsisul uole [ sey unnd "IN
A1UNos Ay} Jo san Iofew
1910 pue 31ngsIved 1S ‘MOISO Ul ALN JO
y1oddns ur pajensuowap a[doad jo spuesnoyl
‘sypam omy ised oy 1aaQ "ssaid o Surzznwl
JO ‘unng IWIpe[A "I IUAPIsald ay} Bursnooe
suepniod [eIaql yum ‘eissny ul [epueds [ed}
-1jod 1ofewr e pa1agd3in sey aInzias ALN oYL
ISON-BIPOIN
Auedwoo yuared s AIN Aq polelado [puueyd
aqqes Is[ews & ‘INI U0 smau Sunsespeolq
uefaq pue 1o payem s)syeumnof yusururoad
1SOW S, A LN JO GE 1SBI[ JB ‘10A09YE] 3} 1oV
‘Aepinjes uo Juswede
-uew Mau 3yl £q palsno 3uraq [UN 1se3peoIq
0} panuUNUOd PUB ‘YIUOW JXdU 3SBI Y} I3y
01 SI Y3IYM 1IN0D UONBIIQIE UB Ul I9A03YE]
AIN oy 1surede pspeadde Aeyy 'sumod uo
a1nssaid JUSUWIUISAOL) pUB ME[ 3} JO SUONB]O
-1A snoJownu 3unmp ‘uoisap Yyt Yim A[duwiod
0) pasnya1 sysifeumol AN, ‘woidzen 01 $1qap
s,puueyp ayl jo afeiueape Supjer Sunesws
s1opjoyereys e je sfepyjo do) s AIN paisno
«woidzes) ‘Ajodouow sed [einjeu UNI-a1els
o) 19} $9OM OM) SWIED 19A09YE) YL
JuawedeURUI MaU
a1 astugooal o) Sureailde JUSWIAIELS B Burudis
191Je AJUo SUIp[INg 31 191U 01 PIMO[[R 319M
Aepinjeg uo Iom 10} SUlAlLIe SIS[[BUINO[
-ag1eyo aye) 0] JuswAZeuRLI
urnuiery-oxd mou e Joj dqissod 3 Supewl
‘Aepanies Uo Afea sprend AJndas ALN pooed
-a1 sdoon Ansiul IolIsiu] uaym [0[UOD
JUSUIUISAOL) ISPUN WD SBY [dUUERYD AL 9PIM
-uoneu areatld A[uo s eissny "vT THdY ‘MOOSOIN

w, uynipey NunpeiA Ag

(- O

ajeAud JOA0 S3Ye}JA0Y unn

1no v_.dVAS JHVIS SLSITYNHNOr / vissSnd
| - —

-

15 APR 2



‘Axen
13-1re oy wnipeired
94-¢1 0 umuiied Jues
22103p a9y} Sutusis ur sderad
"666T UT UOTITL TEG$ W]
UOTIIq £ 'T$ 02 8511 P02 Jjo.d 19U
0002 S31 ey} pue ‘SI9YIBW pliom
o3 -wmipoys pue wnuiyerd diys
0} uting woyy feacidde pey 1 pres
[9YOIN YSTII0N J9onpoad srelawr
‘sTel19)etl med Uo soueifas Suin
-Unuo9 s, erssny Sul00sIspu]
‘asnoy Jeddn [1ouN0)) UoT)
-eIape  pue J9quUIeyd JaMof ewingg
9)e]S Ay} JO sasquivatl prol unnd
TIIDUOI SASTEI SI03eOIPUL OILIOU
-0J9 TRISASS JO 91e)s FUTUISIOM
a8y} syyuow mal 1sef ayj ur,
‘5199
-1eWl plicMm JOo sataedea sy} pue
S3TITPOWWOd 03 Pal) A[9sO[d 00}
— aATjelea Sem Jedk STyl AjI{Iqe:s

JTWOUO0I3 INg "Jeak }Se SA0Jedp
Ut OTUIOUDI? J[(RINOAE] JO PUNoIs
-yoeq aY) jsuresde soefd usyel pey
sadueyo [edtyrjod o) pres ol

« 1B
-0S pue J1oU003 Y30 ‘SYSII SNo
-L19S SARY TITIS OA\,, ‘DlES oY . ‘MO]

uony

-B}s 9y} Jesu pasdyjes Arpsjiod

-21 pey SYoNI) 90tjod pire oAcuI 21}
9JI0USI 0] PaMOoA SISTfRILINO( S1)

. ‘AN ‘Y10M}I8U UOISTA

-ofe} Juspusdapur opIAsUolIBU ATUO

o]} Jo saefeuet PaYINP woxdzen

KJ9A 1[1IS aae 3uraff Jo spiepuels jueld sed paretImiop-ajels
s o1doad,, op 03 3Iom ‘oods unng sy
yonui Sem a1ay) Jeopd unng THOpPaaty erpatl
apew 9H "SuLIojal [esaf pue waoyed AJejrru
pue [BIO0S ‘OTWOU0dd ‘S1 9U3 YAIm So1) SUTpNO
0} Yooads o1A)s-oyerod -ur saluay) Ro&oa [ets
-I00 STY JO YonuI pajoaap -A®S UOTJUSW 0} pafie] oy
urng ‘9o1ho ur eak 3saty Iy Ut yosads aynuiu
STY U[ 3A3TYJE 0] PaXIom -£9 B Ul 0}BN POSIONLID
pey sy Aiqers 1eoniy pue uoryeasayul uesdod
-0d a8y} Jo aanotd peoaq -t 103 Paf{en osie oy
e Sunuied Jsyy ‘'sguTjooll
© "81G8p SULBA0D EEI0111(v7g) renul)
-8 ST 1 sAes woadzen JoJ, Aed ISTUNWWO)

'sopiod sees A LN

uwtﬁm n/mn pasn w:i( S / ASAISHN NLLYVIN WOdA

unng :apiys paj[ey] sey eissn

anuaA UrwLIy] puess ¥'fred orq
-IBJAl 943 Ul w:mtﬁqmﬁﬁaug pio3
unng ‘pejsadie ussq sey ‘ssaap
-pe 1SB[ 3Y} Ul pouonUal ‘ale)s
9yl Jo UONEIZUISIP AL,
Y31y T1IS sem S)oeye Jo
18313 93 pres pur Asusoejduiod
jsutede pesutem ng sfeod ureuwt
S} SurasTyoe J8)je eAuyday)
19ga1 oy sdooJy Surmeapyim
SeM MOISOIN PTes Joryo urjiuesy

© pro-xesf-gy  ayi ‘ssaJppe  uon

-BU a1} Jo 9)v)s fertute ¥y uj -

- -adots ayi dn Surm
-WeI0s 138 AWou0d9 9A)S-plo ue
3SITIAR]S 0] SEINSES MBU PapIaU
mou g Noneidauisip [ednl]
-0d 03U 3PS € Palfey pey etssny
Kepoy pres unng JHUIpe[A JUdp
18814 (sa81nay) ¢ T1ad Y ‘M00SOIAl




THE ODYSSEY OF MIR Y

¥ THE FLAMING AND spectacular splashdown of

}

Russia’s Mir in the southern Pacific writes the
last chapter of a truly magnificent space history
spread over fifteen years since it was launched in
1986. Such a prolonged presence of Mir in the
void of space which had housed Russian and
U.S. astronauts for extended periods for obser-
vation and study of the cosmos should be ranked
along with the other achievements of the twen-
tieth century. Mir, orbiting at an altitude of 400
kilometres, should have recorded its observa-
tions from its vantage point in space and these
should have been well preserved for facilitating
further research long before the space station
plunged into the Pacific. Well thought-out atten-
tion must be given to the extensive publicising of
the material gathered by Mir and access to the
same must not be restricted to just a few privi-
leged cosmonauts and scientists. It should not
be forgotten that the Mir could remain so long in
space only because of the support it was given by
the Russian taxpayers. The decision to bring it
down was taken not merely because Russia was
running out of money but for other technical
reasons as well.

The Russians are not happy over having to
play a subordinate role in the 16-nation interna-
tional space station which the U.S. would be
dominating because of their no longer being in
the same position they had reached after the
launching of the Sputnik in 1957 and Yuri Gaga-
rin stepping out as the first space man. The Mir
itself had to be repaired after the ramming of a
cargo vessel, Progress M-34, and the U.S. Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) had to play a major role in repairing it.
While this would not have pleased the Russians,
it should also have made them realise that such
emergencies which space programmes would
run into would have to be taken into account
and could be much handled much better with

v

tions should not be grudged as it is an a
sportsmanship.

If the Russians are now sorry that the dis-
abling of the Mir had left them with no choice
but to abandon it, they should realise that its
fifteen-year stay in space actually is a bonus as it
is five times longer than what was initially hoped
for. This should throw much light on the engi-
neering required for ensuring the sturdiness of a
space station. Among the relatively later arrivals
here is the composite fibre which imparts
strength while keeping down the weight of
planes and space vehicles. The demands for sus-
taining the knowledge which is unfolding itself
rapidly at the existing levels and making further
headway will have to be met by teaching and
training scientists, engineers and technologists
in much larger numbers than at any time earlier.
The fall-out here has been the opportunities
which Indian scientists and engineers have
gained for carrying out space research in India
and the U.S.

The long sojourn of Mir in space sho}t’\l]d/
have advanced knowledge at all levels, principal-

ly the medical science for studying the rigours of
the spacemen who had lived in it for prolonged
periods. The Mir takes its place among the
achievements which the twentieth century had
witnessed starting with the invention of the
aeroplane by the Wright Brothers, Einstein’s
Theory of Relativity which revolutionised space
perceptions, the deep sea exploration by Jacques
Piccard, the ascent of Mount Everest which had
defied mountaineers for a long time and the
landing on the moon. With the accelerated ad-
vance of science and technology, the present

century should be poised for much biggerley
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i Check

HE WEIRD hijacking of a
Russian airliner by three
Chechens in Turkey a
week ago underscored
that Chechnya has again become
a quagmire for Russia. The hijack
was nothing but an act of desper-
ation: a Chechen cripple unable to
move without crutches and his
two teenaged nephews armed just
with knives stood no chance of
success and it was entirely due to
the incompetence of Saudi com-
mandoes that three people got
killed during the storming of the
airliner at the airport of Medina.

That such “rebels” have started
seizing airliners shows the intensi-
ty of hatred Chechens feel for Rus-
sians after years of war to crush
Chechnya's separatism. Between
40,000 and 60,000 Chechens were
killed in the first war in 1994-1996,
which resulted in Russia’s ignomi-
nous withdrawal from the rebel
region. The second war, launched
in October 1999, has so far met
with about as much success. Even
after the 100,000-strong Russian
forces occupied the whole of tiny
Chechnya their control of the re-
gion has been nominal.

With their mountain bases de-
stroyed by Russian troops, rebels
have mixed with the civilian pop-
ulation across Chechnya and have
been running a deadly guerilla
campaign. Russia still keeps about
80,000 troops in Chechnya —
enough to put a soldier in every
Chechen house — but at night,
troops barricade themselves in
garrisons while the rebels move
around freely.

Federal troops tend to regard all
Chechen males aged between 10
and 60 as potential militants and
routinely detain them. Many are
tortured and some ‘‘disappear”.
The human rights group, Memo-
rial, said last week that most of the
bodies found in a mass grave near
Grozny recently appear to be
those of Chechen civilians de-
tained by federal forces and sum-
marily executed. Russians believe
that virtually all pro-Moscow Che-
chen militia are actually armed re-
bels in disguise, ready at any
moment to shoot them in the
back.

Violence breeds more violence
and hatred. Russian troops are the
targets of daily rebel attacks and
ambushes. According to official
figures, about 2000 soldiers have
been killed and nearly 5,500
wounded in the second Chechen
war, and the toll grows by the day.

Two weeks ago, the Russian
command began a partial pull-
back of army units from Chechnya
as part of a plan to hand over re-
sponsibility for the region from
the Defence Ministry to the Feder-
al Security Service. The Army is
pulling out heavy armour and ar-

N

mated in Chechnya

5

Russian soldiers look on as a Chechen they ‘detained and searched’ struggles to get up.

The recent hijacking
of an airliner has
underscored that

Chechnya has again

become a quagmire
for Russia, says

VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

tillery for which it has no use as
organised rebel resistance has
been crushed. Moscow said it was
now up to special anti-terrorist
forces to hunt down the remain-
ing rebels.Fighting is expected to
flare up in Chechnya this spring
once the trees turn green again.

The Chechen war, which cata-
putted Mr. Vladimir Putin to presi-
dency a year ago, has now turned
into a painful thorn in his side. It is
a major obstacle to his plan for
closer political and economic in-
tegration with Europe, which ac-
cuses Russia of massive violations
of human rights in Chechnya.

Broad public support for the Che-
chen war in Russia is also fizzling
out, with the majority of Russians
favouring the economic “carrot”
over the military “stick” in dealing
with Chechnya.

Chechnya’s economy has been
completely ravaged by years of
war. Unemployment runs at 90
per cent of the working-age pop-
ulation. For many Chechens wag-
ing war against Russians is just a
way of earning a living. Rebel
leaders, who get generous funds
from some Arab countries, have
set a price tag on every act of sab-
otage, paying up to $200 for a ar-
my truck blown up and 15 sheep
for a Russian soldier killed.

In an interview last week, Mr.
Putin acknowledged that econom-
ic and social revival of Chechnya
was the only way to end violence
in the region. “Do you think they
set up mines on ideological
grounds?”’” Mr. Putin queried.
“They have nothing to eat and no-
where to work.”

The Russian Government has
set aside 11 billion roubles ($380

v L DU

millions) for Chechnya’s rehabil-
itation this year. This is not much,
considering the scale of devasta-
tion in the region, but the main
problem is that the money is sto-
len the moment it reaches Chech-
nya. An investigation showed that
nearly all federal subsidies to peo-
ple whose houses were destroyed
in the first Chechen war ended up
in the pockets of rebel leaders. An-
other lucrative business rebels
used to run was to blow up new
construction and split the money
earmarked for them with local au-
thorities.

To avoid falling in the same
trap, Moscow has appointed a
Russian to head the Chechnya
Government and has made Feder-
al Ministries responsible for su-
pervising various industrial and
agriculture  programmes  in
Chechnya. But large-scale eco-
nomic rehabilitation cannot begin
until the level of rebel activity has
been drastically curbed. Which
seems impossible to do without
offering Chechens jobs. Which
brings us back to square one.
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MUpto13 deaZ/m planned terrorist strikes across the ‘southern parts

"REUTERS

ions, Interfax reported.
MOSCOW, MARCH 24

Ten people died when a car bomb
ripped through a market in the town of
Mineralnye Vody in the Stavropol re-

W\

Eo 13 people wete killed and at

least/90 wounded on Saturday in three  ion, which borders rebel Chechnya, a
sepArate bomb attacks in southern Rus- ty officer at regional police headquar-
local police and officials said. ters told Reuters by phone. .
Security chiefs informed- President ' According to the office of the’ Krem-
adimir Putin of the blasts, which oc- lin’s envoy to the regjon, Viktor Kazant-

curred on the eve of his summit in the
Siberian city of Irkutsk with Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, the RIA
news agency reported.

" “Itwould appear that planned terror-
ist acts have taken place. They all oc-
curred around the same time,” Interfax
news agency quoted a spokesman for se-
nior Kremlin aide Sergei Yastrzhembsky
as saying. Prosecutor General Viladimir
Ustinov has taken pemonal control of
criminal investigations into the explo-

sev, 11 people died in the blast, which
happened at around 10:00 a.m. (0700
GMT), Interfax said.

Itar-Tass news agency said more than
80 people had been injured in the explo-
sion. Two police officers were killed when
a suspect car they were inspecting ex-
ploded in the town of Cherkessk, in the
neighbouring Republic of Karachayevo-
Cherkessia, Interfax reported citing local
police. “They (police) cordoned off the
area and got civilians out of the way and

{ officials said. The officials said that an el-

| atleastfour homes caughtfire afterthe -

Quake hlts Japan

TOKYO: AT least two people were killed -
in Japan on Saturday and more thana
dozen injured when an earthquake mea-
suring 6.4 on the Richter scale rocked the
West of the country, local fire department

derly woman died when her home col-
lapsed and.a 50-year-old woman was
killed when she was hit by a falling bal-
cony. No details of the injured were imme-
diately available but the officials said that

earthquake and several people were
trapped in elevators. :

‘startedto examine it (the car) more care-

fully,” regional police spokesman Igor
Pogosovtold NTV television. = -,
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dijack victims return
to frlends nd famlly

By ANGELA CHARLTON

Moscow, March 18: Passengers
who survived a bloody 22-hour
ordeal aboard a hijacked Russian
jetliner returned home on Saturday
from Saudi Arabia to tearful greet-
ings from anxious friends and rela-
tives in Turkey and Russia.

A Russian government airliner
returned 131 people, most of them
Russians, to Moscow’s Vnukovo
airport — their destination on
Thursday when their flight from
Istanbul was hijacked by Chechens
apparently trying to call attention
to what they call Russian atrocities
in the rebel region.

Saudi special forces stormed the
plane on Friday in Medina after the
hijackers said they would blow the
plane up. A Russian flight atten-
dant, 27-year-old Yulia Fomina,
and a Turkish passenger, 27-year-
old Gursel Kambal, were killed
along with one of the hijackers.

“I'm so glad to see you, I don’t
know what to say,” said Valentin
Malofeyev, greeting his tearful
wife Olga, one of the passengers,
with five pink roses. Stewardess
Svletlana Ivaniva’s six-year-old
son Pasha, who wasn’t told about

the hijacking, clu\ch

is aunt’s
leg and asked, “When Wi

crew who locked the htjackers out
of the cockpit by-holding a broken
door handle while the hijackers
chopped at the door with dn ax. “If
the crew had acted differently,
things could have been worse.”
said first deputy prime minister
Valentina Matvienko.

Pilot Nikolai Vinogradov said'»hg\
feared the hijackers would forc
them to fly to Afghanistan, whose
Islamic government is an interna-
tional butcast. He said one hijacker
said, “We need you too,” to the
barricaded crew.

“But we knew it wouldn’t stop
with that and that they wanted to |
head for Kabul,” the Afghan capi-
tal. Mr Vinogradov said.

Turkish passengers were flown
to Istanbul. “We have lived
through a dark time. They were
going to kil us all,” said Bakj
Kabak. his voice choking
emotion. Slain passenger
bal’s relatives expressed”outrage. !
“It was the stupidity gt the Saudi

THE A

police,” said Mehm®t Kambal, an
uncle. (AP)

SIAN AGE

49 ups 100



Saudi forces storm
plane, end hyjack

r \\
Riyadh, March 16 \* \/

SAUDI SPECIAL forces today
launched an assault on the Russ-
ian plane which was hijacked by
Chechens yesterday and arrested
three hijackers who had com-
mandeered the plane to Medina,
a Saudi official and a Russian
diplomat said today. The hijack-
ers were demanding end of
Chechen war.

“Saudi special forces launched
an assault on the plane and a
thick cloud of smoke came from
the aircraft... I saw an ambu-
lance racing away from the plane
towards a field hospital set up on
the airport tarmac,” the official
said.

The Vnukovo Airlines plane, a
Tupolev-154, was carrying 162
people when it was hijacked by
the armed Chechens after takeoff
from Istanbul yesterday. They
forced the pilot to take the plane
to Medina in Saudi Arabia.

Turkey said the attackers had
stabbed one person.

Yesterday, the hijackers freed a
group of children, women and
elderly men. Shortly after that 15
people escaped plane from a rear
exit, the Saudi Press Agency
(SPA) reported.

Ali al-Khalaf, director of Saudi
Civil Aviation, said earlier the
hijackers had released more than
20 women and children. Two
more passengers were released
today. A Russian diplomat said
the Saudi negotiators were
demanding freedom for all
women and children aboard the
plane, parked at a remote area of
Prince Mohammed bin Abdel
Aziz airport in Medina.

Earlier today, the hijackers
demanded that the plane be given
enough fuel for a long flight,
Medina airport police said. “The
hijackers have asked for the air-
craft to be filled with fuel for a
range of 5,000 km,” said a police
officer. According to the airline,

AP PHOTO

A passenger receives treatment at the Medina airport after being
released from the hijacked TU-154 Russian plane

the hijackers demanded an end
to Russia’s military campaign in
Chechnya.

“We still have no information
about the nationality of the
hijackers, whether they were
Chechens or of some other
nationality, but we are guiding

* ourselves by the fact that one of

the demands of the hijackers was
an end to the war in Chechnya,”
said chief executive Alexander
Klimov.

A pro-Chechen news agency,
which says it is the outlet for
statements by separatist forces
in Chechnya, said rebels fighting

Russian rule were not linked to
the hijack.

“The official structures of
Chechnya do not have any links
to this incident,” said a state-
ment issued by Chechen-Press in
the Georgian capital Tbilisi.
“Hostage-taking and blackmalil
are not our way of fighting.”

Russia is waging its second
military campaign in breakaway
Chechnya in four years, fighting
mainly Muslim rebels. During
the first war, pro-Chechen gun-
‘men linked to the rebels briefly
hijacked a boat off the Turkish
coast in 1996. Reuters
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/ Ready for the worst,

hopmg for the best

TH LESS than a

week to go before

the U.S. President-

elect, Mr. George W.
Bush, is sworn in, Moscow is
bracing itself for tough, but
hopefully productive dealings
with the new Republican
Administration.

Mr. Bush's cold-eyed foreign
policy team has signalled that
Washington will adopt a hard
line on Russia. Ms. Condoleezza
Rice, National Security Adviser
and an expert on Russia, has
promised to break with the
Democrats “failed” policy of
trying to engage Russia and
pursue American interests
without hectoring and bluster.
The new Defence Secretary, Mr.
Donald Rumsfeld, and the
Secretary of State, General Colin
L. Powell, are both ardent
supporters of deploying a
National Missile Defence,
vehemently opposed by Russia
and China.

Yet, Moscow hopes to hammer
out a constructive, if stiffer,
relationship with the Bush
administration. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
said he did not expect relations
with America to deteriorate. “My
analysis of modern history shows
that when Republicans were
heading the U.S. administration,
U.S.-Soviet relations were not
harmed,” he said. “We always
managed to find a common
language with the Republicans.”

Analysts recall that it was
during Republican presidencies
that detente began (under Mr.
Richard Nixon) and the Cold

Moscow is bracing
itself for tough,
but hopefully
productive dealings
with the new
Republican
Administration, writes
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN.

War ended (under Mr. Ronald
Reagan). Those examples, of
course, date back to a time
when the Soviet Union was a
power to reckon with. The new
Bush Administration dismisses
Russia as a declining power with
rusting nuclear stockpiles. The
Republicans, who traditionally
rely on balance of power
politics, may be even less
inclined to take Russian interests
and concerns into consideration
than the Clinton Administration.

Hence, under Mr. Putin,
Moscow has vigorously pushed
to establish new and revive old
alliances and relationships that
should re-establish Russia as a
world player. Russia has
cemented strategic tie-ups with
India and China, moved to
reopen defence cooperation with
Iran, Libya and Cuba, and
revitalised its policy in Europe.

As it prepares to deal with the
new U.S. administration,
Moscow pins hopes on the
trademark pragmatism of the
Republicans. Tt is felt that Mr.
Putin and Mr. Bush, both
pragmatic leaders, can reach a
better understanding on the
basis of upholding their own
national interests than the
romantics, Mr. Boris Yeltsin and
Mr. Bill Clinton. did in stressing
common liberal values.

Both sides have emphasised
the importance of the strategic
arms agenda for their relations.
“We intend without delay to
start a serious dialogue with the
new American administration on
the entire range of disarmament
issues, including the retention of
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty (ABM),” the Russian
Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov, said in a New Year
interview.

Analysts believe that
agreement is possible even on
the thorny issue of the NMD,
which Washington wants to
build to protect Amierica from

possible attack by so-called
“rogue states.”” Moscow says
American fears are exaggerated
and has threatened to walk out
of all arms accords with
Washington if the latter scraps
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty. At the same time Russia
has kept the door open for
compromise. Even before a
winner emerged in the U.S.
presidential race, Mr. Putin
agreed to examine all issues
related to the ABM treaty, which
the U.S. wants to amend to lift a
ban on missile defences, while
Russia’s strategic rocket force
commander suggested that
Moscow could live with the
NMD if its deployment was
compensated by proportionate
cuts in the U.S. offensive
capability to preserve the
strategic balance.

Mr. Putin has put forward a
novel approach to strategic arms
control as well. He proposed
that further reductions in
Russian and U.S. nuclear
arsenals to the level of 1,500
warheads for each side could be
carried out either together,
through traditional negotiated
treaties, or in unilateral cuts.
This initiative tallies well with
Mr. Bush's election campaign
promise to go for unilateral
nuclear arms reductions.

Russia is also encouraged by
indications that the Bush
administration may be less
interventionist in hotspots
around the globe than Mr.
Clinton has been. Moscow, ,
which furiously opposed the
U.S.-led NATO strikes against
Yugoslavia, cheered Ms. Rice’s
criticism of the American
involvement in the Balkans and
welcomed Mr. Bush's suggestion
that the U.S. should pull out of
the Balkans altogether.

Moscow is hoping a more
isolationist U.S. will be less eager
to push for NATO expansion
into Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union and will
slow down its push for influence
in the former Soviet republics,
which Russia regards as a zone
of its vital interests.

In the final analysis, Russia
will stand to gain from the
change of guard in the White
House; said Mr. Sergei
Karaganov, a political scientist.
The Bush policy will be more
realistic toward Russia. The ¢
countries will not be adve
but will not try o be al!

either.
2
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