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T MUST partly be a consequence of the

rhetoric dominating the news headlines

over the past few days that one is wit-

nessing a massive build-up of forces on
either side of the India-Pakistan border. The
role of the rhetoric is important since both
the governments have been insisting that
their deployment is ‘defensive in nature’.
Luckily, it is in the language of the diplomat-
ic tit-for-tat that the two sides are currently
carrying on their ‘dialogue’. New Delhi
upped the ante by a few notches on Thursday
as it announced three more measures intend-
ed to impress upon the rulers in Islamabad
that they need to act against the terrorist
groups operating from their soil in a far
more credible manner than they have been
inclined to so far.

The Pakistani police have to be terribly
naive to have picked up Masood Azhar’s
brother instead of the real McCoy, only to
release him later. As mock theatre, this really
takes the cake. However, assuming that the
Pakistani police had picked up the real
Masood Azhar, how does that tackle the prob-
lem of terrorism beyond dealing with it in a
symbolic fashion? To begin with, New Delhi
will need to spell out the measures that
Pakistan must take in more specific terms.
After the first hurdle of ensuring Pakistan’s
earnestness in tackling the terrorists
is crossed, the second one would present
itself in terms of the need to evolve a struc-

“~ Arvole for SAARC? 15"

tured approach to tackle terrorism on a
long-term basis.

Of - the three restrictive measures
announced by the foreign minister, the denial
of access over Indian airspace could have a
crippling impact on Pakistan’s national flag
carrier, which in any case has been going
through troubled times. Further, Pakistani
stock prices have tumbled by a hefty 9 per
cent in a single week. It may be hoped that the
sheer force of economic realities will drive
home the point to Islamabad and persuade it
to move in the matter. :

Perhaps, it may be time to return to the
SAARC Charter Against Terrorism. One rea-
son the charter remained a non-starter was
that it started with the assumption of a
degree of mutual trust and transparency
among the member-nations. Since, mutual
trust and fransparency have been conspicu-
ously absent in India-Pakistan relations, it
may not be a bad idea to constitute a group of
SAARC professionals of international stand-
ing with the task to oversee implementation
of the charter. The group could also look into
a member’s complaints, whether these pertain
to providing sanctuary to a mafia don facing
criminal charges in a member country or alle-
gations of active connivance in hosting trai
ing camps. The international com
could help in getting such a mech,
the ground — especially when
summit is round the corner.
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Situation in gubcontinent tense: U.S.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami “v :

WASHINGTON, DEC. 28. The U.S. De-
fence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, said that the situation in
South Asia between India and Pa-
kistan was “difficult and tense”
and if it became any worse it
would have an impact on the U.S.
conducting its military operations
in Afghanistan. “It is a difficult and
tense situation, obviously. The
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
and the Secretary of State, Gen.
Colin Powell, and others had been
working with both Governments
over the past days. [ suppose we
must have had at least one or two
calls each day discussing this sub-
ject,” Mr. Rumsfeld remarked at a
Pentagon briefing on Thursday.

Arguing that it would be a “big
disappointment” to the U.S. if Pa-
kistan withdrew its forces from the
Afghan border, Mr. Rumsfeld
noted that the Pakistani troops
‘“are performing an important
task. They must have seven, eight
or nine battalions along the Pakis-
tan-Afghan border, which is a clear
deterrent to people trying to es-
cape from Afghanistan”.

Mr. Rumsfeld said there could
be related problems if the situa-
tion became more tense. ‘“We
could have problems with air over-

flights...in case they (meaning Pa-
kistan) needed their airspace for
that. That would be difficult for us

and unfortunate.” § N

“We have got thousands of
Americans, military as well as civil-
ians in Pakistan and clearly the
bases where many of the military
people are located would conceiv-
ably require different force protec-
tion arrangements. So, this is
something we are keeping our eye
on very carefully and we have
clearly made the interest we have
in this subject known to both sides
(India and Pakistan) very carefully
and with clarity,” Mr. Rumsfeld
said. He stressed that it would not
be a problem to apprehend Osama
bin Laden if he had escaped to Pa-
kistan. ‘““We have found the Pakis-
tani Government to just be very
cooperative in so many things that
I have trouble believing it would
be a problem at all.” But he evaded
a question on reports that Osama
who had escaped to Pakistan was
being protected by an Islamic mil-
itant leader. “We hear six, seven,
eight, ten, twelve conflicting re-
ports everyday, 1 have stopped
chasing them,” he said.

Even as the Bush administra-
tion has been urging both India
and Pakistan to take steps to de-
fuse the current tension along the

order, Washington has recog-
nised the right of the two coun-
tries to take the steps they have.

“Each country has the right to
take those diplomatic steps it be-
lieves necessary to preserve its se-
curity. We think and expect both
India and Pakistan are giving
careful consideration t© how
most effectively to resolve the sit-
uation that confronts them,” the
of the State
. Philip Reeker,

Department,
said.

O:ama entered
Pak. in early Dec.

NEW DELHI, DEC. 28. The Saudi fugi-
tive, Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban supreme commander,
Mullah Omar, are hiding in Ba-
joaur agency of the federally-ad-
ministered tribal area (FATA) in
Pakistan and Gilgit in the Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir (PoK), intelli-
gence sources said today.

Osama and Mullah Omar man-
aged to sneak into Pakistan after
the fall of Kunduz and Kandahar
earlier this month. While Mullah
Omar reached Gilgit on December
4, Osama is believed to have cross-
ed over some time in the first week
of this month. — UNI
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Nepal ready

By Our Special Correspondent

| NEW DELHI, DEC. 24. Nepal is all set
to host the long-delayed summit
of the South Asian nations despite
the shadow being cast by the ris-
ing tensions between India and
Pakistan.

The envoy of Nepal to India,
Mr. Bhek Bahadur Thapa, said his
country would ‘“leave no stone
unturned” to make the meeting
of the chief political executives of
the seven south Asian nations
productive and successful.

With a military confrontation
between India and Pakistan
looming over the region, there is
continuing speculation on wheth-
er the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, will attend the
South Asian Association of Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC) sum-
mit.

Mr. Thapa, however, said Nepal

(O e
had “received assurances from all
the leaders of the region that they
will attend the summit”. “It is a
source of satisfaction for us,” the
envoy added.

The SAARC summit is sched-
uled for the first week of January
in Kathmandu. Senior officials
will meet over the new year, to be
followed by the Foreign Ministers.
The heads of Government/state
will meet during January 4-6.
Having called for a postponement
once, India is unlikely to insist on
deferring it again and displease
the Nepali Government which
has 1nvested so much energy into
it.

For In ia, the q ti
Vajpayee meeting the Pakxstan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
on the sidelines of the summit is a
secondary one.

The primary objective of Mr.
Vajpayee’s journey is to demon-

for SAARC summit

strate India’'s commitment to the
SAARC process and the willing-
ness to take the lead in promoting
regional integration.

Mr. Thapa hoped the SAARC
summit will give a new imipetus to

the moribund process of regional .

integration and put it back on
track.

The summit was initially
planned for November 1999. But
after the military coup in Pakistan
in October that year, India was re-
luctant to attend the summit and
extend legitimacy to the new mil-
itary regime in Islamabad.

Among the major issues to fig-

m the summit are the expan-
smn intra-regional trade,
poverty allev1dt10n social sector
advancement, cultural ex-
changes, and sub-regional coop-
eration involving one or more
nations within the framework of
the SAARC.

i
—
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DEFINING NEIGHBOURLY GOODWILL, \,/

THE STARK CUNTRAST between the present
phase of growing honhomie between India and
Sri Lanka, on one side, and the dangerous esca-
lation of tensions in ties between Islamabad and
New Delhi, on a different front, cannot be mis-
sed at all on tie larger South Asian scene. Surely,
the timing of the just-concluded visit to India by
Sri Lanka's new Prime Minister, Mr. Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, has had nothing whatsoever to do
with the current state of the India-Pakistan
equation, However, the latest Indo-Sri Lankan
efforts 1o define neighbourly goodwill seem to
light up the encircling darkness in South Asia,
where the prospects of a much-postponed re-
gional surmomit still hang in the balance on ac-
count of the abysmal new low in India-Pakistan
interactions. Strikingly conspicuous, therefore,
is the willingness of both India and Sri Lanka to
sustain 4 high degree of mutually beneficial
comfort tevel. This should not be misconstrued
as an attempt by these two countries to foster
any kind ol negative sub-regionalism within a
larger South Asia. n fact, Mr. Wickremesinghe is
merely seeking 1o enhance Colombo’s interac-
tive equation with New Dethi by fine-tuning the
overall resonance of bilateral goodwill that has
already been attained over a period of several
years since Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga became
Sri Lanka’s executive President. Yet, if Mr. Wick-
remesinghe’s agenda of assigning a certain pri-
macy to India appears to signal a new sense of
direction in Colombo's foreign policy at this
stage, the reason has something to do with the
reality that he and the Sri Lankan President are
the acknowledged political competitors at home.
A related factor is the new sense of urgency
which the Sri Lankan Prime Minister tends to
exude in addressing his country’'s basic national
question -— a fair deal for the island-republic’s
minority Taiils and Muslims.

Mr. Wickremesinghe is keen to succeed in
this regard whereas Ms. Kumaratunga appeared
to have rg _into some rough weather in recent

X/

months. Now, he plainly wants to veer away
from her recent record of arguably wayward tac-
tics in respect of the separatist Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for the purposes of war
and peace with it. He has, therefore, begun to
outline a policy of measured conciliation to-
wards the LTTE. It is in this context that he
seems to have sought and obtained India's em-
pathy at this stage. This does not of course imply
that New Dethi is playing the favourite as regards
Mr. Wickremesinghe and Ms. Kumaratunga.
Moreover, the two leaders appear to be aware of
the costs of working at cross-purposes in dealing
with the LTTE. Viewed in this perspective, New
Delhi’s explicit suppost for his proposals for a
renewed peace process in Sri Lanka is an up-
dated reaffirmation of a policy of encouraging
the proactive efforts of that country’s leaders to
sort out their existential dilemmas in acgordance
with their own national genius. A
ORN ow
Mr. Wickremesinghe has apparently con-
sulted the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, without actually suggesting that India
play a definitive new role in respect of Colom-
bo’s latest options to engage the LTTE in a fresh
and calibrated peace process. Not unacceptable
to India is the indication that Norway might
once again be invited to “facilitate” an intra-Sri
Lankan dialogue. Not surprisingly, therefore, Mr.
Wickremesinghe seems determined to make the
best of India’s political understanding of the
sensitivities on all sides within Sri Lanka. He has
gently sought to elicit Mr, Vajpayee’s response to
an ambitious suggestion of a land bridge be-
tween India and Sri Lanka. With the two coun-
tries agreeing to consider commissioning a
feasibility study in this regard, they have also
found it easier to dream of a larger South Asian
common market for the future. Yet, South Asia
will first need to address the terrorism issue in all
its ramifications, a point which Mr. Wickremes-
inghe, too, has made in a different context.

.
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“Indo-Pak. tensions should not

‘scuttle SAARC meet: Deuba

By C. Raja Mohan N

KATHMANDU, DEC. 18. Indo-Pakistan tensions should
not be allowed to come in the way of reviving the
process of regional cooperation in the subcontinent,
the Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr. Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba, said here today. In a conversation with The
Hindu, Mr. Deuba said, “the entire Nepal would be
sad and disappointed” if the escalation of tensions
between New Delhi and Islamabad after the attack
on the Indian Parliament last week scuttled the
planned summit of the South Asian leaders here next
month. QUVJ'V(

As Nepal gets ready to hold the much-delayed 11th
Summit of the South Asian Association of Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) early next month, there is
media speculation here that the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, might want to drop out of the
Kathmandu meeting. But Mr. Deuba, however, said
his Government had no negative indication from
New Delhi on India’s participation in the summit.

Mr. Deuba’s Finance Minister, Mr. Ram Sharan
Mabhat, handed over a formal invitation to Mr. Vaj-
payee yesterday in New Delhi. An advance team of
Indian officials has been here for the last two days to
look at the preparations for the summit.

Mr. Deuba sounded confident that the summit
would go ahead as planned during January 4-6 next
year. The summit was originally scheduled to be
held here in November 1999. But following the mil-
itary coup in Pakistan, there was reluctance in New

Delhi to join the meeting. The summit was post-
poned.

Media commentary here is concerned that Nepal,
one of the poorest developing countries in the world,
will be let down one more time at the eleventh hour
after investing so much into the preparations for the
SAARC summit. .

Mr. Deuba said there were “many issues before
the subcontinent” other than Indo-Pakistan ten-
sions that need to be addressed urgently. He added
that the summit hoped to discuss cooperation in
countering terrorism, expanding free trade arrange-
ments in the region and taking up key sacial sector
issues such as alleviation of poverty and promoting
the welfare of women and children.

Mr. Deuba declared that Nepal ‘‘was fully geared
up’’ to host the summit, and he does not expect any
problems. Senior Government officials hope that
“India will be as active in the region, as it has been
on the global arena in the recent years”. .

“India’s regional and global activities need not be
mutually exclusive,” they added. The officials also
say there has been no formal proposal from any
country to invite Afghanistan to join the SAARC. Mr.
Deuba also said Nepal.“appreciates and thanks the
generous support from the Government and people
of India in countering the Maoist insurgency”. “We
have received whatever we asked for,” Mr. Deuba
added. He also referred to the Indian assurances on
“tightening border security to prevent the smuggling

.of arms and terrorists” into Nepal.




¥~ No-man’s-land on border occupied
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Pak troops get L
Afghan toehold

FROM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, Dec. 9: Caught
on the wrong foot last month
by the capture of Kabul by
the Northern Alliance and
the agreement last week on a
new Afghan government
which is a far cry from its
Taliban proxy, General Per-
vez Musharraf has moved
his troops inside

According to intelligence re-
ports received here, Pakistani
troops have occupied more than
half the “no-man’s-land” on the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border
in the Chaman area, which
leads to the Afghan town of
Spin Boldak. «

These reports spoke of
Musharraf's troops and parafil-
itary personnel occupying the
erstwhile Afghan passport
checkpoint at the eastern end of
the no-man's-land and hoisting
the Pakistani ﬂag yesterday:

Pakistan is also controlling
vast stretches of air space along -

Major General Ras 1d Qureshl
obliguely confirmead the army’s
moves at a media briefing at the
foreign ministry in Islamabad
yesterday: “We have increased

_border patrols and beefed up se-

curity along the border area,
particularly close to the Tora

Bora mountains and near.

Chaman.
“There is increased surveil-
lance from the air and from the

ground. We are utilising all as-

sets, which means vehicular,

- MANPOWer as well as helicopter

assets.”

Qureshi’s excuse is that the
latest steps by the army are nec-
essary to ensure that Osama bin
Laden and al Qaida forces do not
cross into Pakistan.

“We have had reports and
read articles about Osama bin
Laden trying to cross over to
Pakistan but there is no credibil-
ity that either he or his support-
ers have entered Pakistan,”
Qureshi said. He implied that
the Americans were helping the
Pakistanis in these military

Bora area are clever attempts by
Musharraf to ensure that Pak-
istan is very much in the reckon-
ing as the contours of a post-con-
flict Afghanistan emerge from
the Bonn conclave.

It has been clear from Pak-
istan's official reactions to
Kabul's interior minister desig-
nate Yunis Qanuni’s trip to New
Delhi and its unofficial respons-
es to the Bonn process that
Musharraf will not take any
chances in protecting its inter-
ests in Afghanistan.

. By creating confusion about
control of the Afghan border,
Pakistan also hopes to prevent
the deployment of a multina-
tional observer force to check
movements across the border.

India and several other coun-
tries would like to see such a
force to prevent a repetition of
events which led to the creation
of the Taliban by Pakistan’s ISI.

The Chaman area is the most
sensitive in the long porous bor-
der between Pakistan and
Afghanistan. The “nho-man’s-

Baluchistan’s border with Afgh- = moves when he said: “I do not land” there runs across a width
anistan and-its army helicopters "know the cost t6 toverd “off two‘mométres parallel to the
are flying all along the Tors Bora's 'yeh; thebe s assisparios™ def #0d is close to Wiesh, a
mouitains, creatinganalr(;brﬂ’” = Pakistani ‘occupétion, of big trading town, at the point
dor between the two countries. . - Afghan land and its attempt to  where Pakistan has occupied the
Pakistan army spokesman, * control air space in the Tora Afghan passport checkpost.
e
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‘Saarc meet

Keshav Pradhan ){\‘/\/
Kathmandu, December 11

THE SOUTH Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation is set to
attach more importance to ter-
rorism than ever before in its
11th summit that takes place
under the shadow of the Afghan
war and Nepal’'s own battle
against Maoist insurgents.

The summit is scheduled to
begin here from January 4 to 6,
more than two years behind
schedule. It was postponed earlier
following the Pakistani Army’s
intrusion into Kargil and the mil-
itary takeover in Islamabad.

A senior Saarc official said,
“Poverty alleviation, social

\ \

developmeng and economic coop-
eration have been and will
always be on the top of the Saarc
agenda. Considering the post-
September 11 world opinion on
terrorism and the situation in
the host country, terrorism may
get more attention this time.”

He said, “Member-nations are
also set to focus on the issue of
the conversion of the South Asian
Preferential Trade Arrangement
(Sapta) into the South Asian Free
Trade Area (Safta).”

Nepalese authorities, whose
country launched a military
campaign against the Commu-
nist rebels last week, were of the
view that Saarc should do more
than making “ritualistic refer-

S on terror

Qs b

ences” to terrorism as it did in its
earlier summits. They felt that
Saarc could play an important
role in weeding out terrorism
from the region. Both Nepal and
India have declared the Maoists
as “terrorists”.

In view of possible danger
from the Maoists, the Taliban,
Kashmiri separatists and the
LTTE, Nepal has planned elabo-
rate security arrangements. A
day before the Maoists’ revived
their armed struggle on Novem-
ber 23, Nepalese officials in
charge of security for the sum-
mit had admitted having
received threats to the lives of
heads of State of India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Dec. 22. — The Federation of Indi-
an Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(Ficci) along with the apex chambers of com-
merce of Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan has
resolved to form a South Asia Business Forum,

In a landmark event, top trade officials and
business leaders from the four nations met
here yesterday to initiateé an action plan for
regional cooperation in trade and investment.

Mr R S Lodha, president of Ficci, told report-
ers here today that the meeting resolved to
accelerate efforts to establish a free trade
zone comprising the four countries. The pri-
vate sector representatives, comprising the
major chambers of commerce and industry,
decided to establish a South Asia Business
Forum to showcase the region to internation-
al investors.

The high level delegation from India was led
by the commerce secretary, Mr Prabir Sen-
gupta and Mr Lodha. This inception meeting

of the working group on trade, investment:

and private sector cooperation was sponsored
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) under
its programme for South Asia Sub-regional
Economic Cooperation (Sasec)..

Mr Lodha emphasised the importance of
quickly taking advantage of the synergies

forum

among the four countries to enhance the com-
petitiveness of the region in an increasingly
competitive global economic environment.

The meeting discussed at length the pros-
pects of expanding trade in the Sasec sub-re-
gion, the key impediments to growth of trade
and investment in the region, and a pro-
gramme for cooperative action among the four
countries to address these issues.

It was noted that because of its very large
size India played a dominant role in trade and
investment in the sub-region. Exports from
India to Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal quad-
rupled from about $340 million to $1.3 billion
in the past decade, and it could rise further to
$2.3 billion by 2005 with sustained trade lib-
eralisation. )

At the sam® time, India’s imports from Bhu- |
tan doubled from about $15 million in 1995 to
$30 million in 1999, and is expected to rise to
about $70 million by 2005.

Imports from Bangladesh have grown at a
more moderate pace to reach a level of about
$50 million. Significant reduction of tariffs
and non-tariff barriers could dramatically
raise this, as observed in Nepal and Bhutan,
to about $360 million/by 2005. The introduc-
tion of energy trad¢’between India and Ban-

ladesh could rais€ this even further to about

750 million. :
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e w SAARC leaders urged
to tackle terrorism W\

By Our Speclal Correspondent

NEW DELH{, DEC. 21.
Parliamentarians for the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) today
urged all the regional leaders to
focus’on economic policies and
tackle issues like terrorism and
religious extremism. The SAARC
summit is slated to be held at
Kathmandu in January next after
a gap of over two years.

In an identical letter to the
Heads of Government and
leaders of the SAARC countries,
the parliamentarians said several
problems of the region could be
addressed through appropriate
economic policies and urged the
grouping to deepen economic
integration and accelerate
economic growth within the

{ region. They stressed the need
for the implementation of the
South Asian Preferential Trade
Agreement (SAPTA) by all the
members.

On terrorism, they said it was
a major scourge that affected all

the member countries and
urged them to effectively
implement the Regional
Convention on Suppression of
Terrorism and work in a
cooperative spitit to suppress
finances to terrorists, eliminate
supply of weapons and prevent
their movement across the
borders.

Releasing a copy of the letter,
Mr. Eduardo Faleiro of the
Congress said while stringent
measures must be taken to
combat terrorism, the main
cause — religious extremism —
must also be dealt with. “A
majority community in one
country is a minority in
another... The majority in India
is a minority in Pakistan and
Bangladesh, while the majority
in Sri Lanka is a minority in
Nepal and India, while the
majerity in Pakistan is a
minority in India.”

The letter said in terms of
social composition, all SAARC
countries were pluralistic,

(RJD-Democratic).

“multi-ethnic, multi-religious

and multi-linguistic” and

suggested the creation of an

office of a Special Rapporteur,

empowered to review and report

to SAARC summit on the status |

of minorities in the member ]

countries. ;
|

“We call upon the leaders of
SAARC to arrest the growth of
religious extremism in their
countries and to promote the
paramount values of tolerance,
social harmony and equal
respect of all religions,” the
legislators said.

Besides Mr. Faleiro, the
signatories to the letter included
Mr. Nilotpal Basu (CPI-M), Mr.
Balram Singh Yadava and Mr.
Janeshwar Misra (SP), Dr. V.
Saroja (AIADMK), Mrs. Saroj
Dubey (RID), Mr. Gandhi Azad
(BSP), Mr. Abdul Rashid
Shaheen (NC), Dr. Arun Kumar
Sarma (AGP), Mr. HK. Javare -
Gowda (JD-S), Dr. R. K. Yadav
(D) and Ven’ble Dhammaviriyo

-
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Pact

KOENIGSWINTER: After settling
on the form, duties and timetable
for a post-Taliban administration,
four Afghan factions chose an inter-
im prime minister early on
Wednesday and neared final agree-
ment on a 29-member multi-ethnic
council to guide their country
towards peaceful democratic rule.

UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi
won the accord following ten hours
of marathon negotiations over the
composition of the interim author-
ity which will govern Afghanistan
for six months until the former
king convenes a traditional tribal
council or ‘loya jirga’.

Under the UN plan, the ‘loya
jirga’ will ratify a transitional gov-
ernment, paving the way for elec-
tions within two years. Also envi-
sioned are steps to integrate
Afghan fighters into a future
national army, and the creation of a
supreme court.

An annex of the draft accord for-
mally asks the UN Security
Council to deploy an international
peace-keeping force to help the
new administration keep order in
Kabul and train a new Afghan
police force and army. Western
officials said France was drafting a
Security Council resolution autho-
rising such a force, which Britain is
prepared to organise.

The final text includes language
stating that the Afghan people
have the right to determine their
own political future in accordance
with the principles of Islam,
democracy, pluralism and social
justice. With ethnic balance as the
primary criterion, Mr Brahimi
shuttled among the four factions
throughout the night to cull 29

names from 150 candidates.

seale¢ Karzgu to W

Afghanlstan on route|to peace

LOVE AND LEBENSRAUM IS ALL WE NEED: German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (centre right) is all smiles as he chats
with Peshawar delegation leader Sayed Hamed Gailani (back to
camera) while Mostapha Zaher of the Rome dele lgatlon (centre left)

laughs after attending the signing ceremony in

Bonn on Wednesday.

oenigswinter near

However, UN spokesman Ahmed
Fawzi said ten or 11 names still had
to be approved on the cabinet list.
He said these had not still been filled
because “they are in the process of
contacting the candidates..But I can
confirm Mr Karzai is chairman of
the interim administration™.

The Northern Alliance will get
the powerful defence, foreign and
interior ministries, Two women
have been named to posts—Sima
Samar as a deputy premier as
well as minister of women’s

affairs and Suhaila Seddigi a
heaith minister. (agencies) d

face the sack

Times News Network

MUMBAL With its US. parent
Enron Corp bankrupt and banks
not willing to disburse any more
funds until legal tangles are sorted
out, the Enron-promoted Dabhol
Power Company (DPC) is termi-
nating the services of all its remain-
ing 200 employees in India by the
end of the week.

DPC has 65 employees at its
Mumbai corporate headquarters at
the Bandra-Kurla complex and 135
employees at the power plant in
Dabhol. DPC said that it had already
defaulted on meeting its loan repay-
ment commitments in September
and October, and has now been
forced to take the extreme step of
reducing staff to save costs.

A DPC spokesperson said, “We
regret that DPC is severing all of its
remaining employees in India. A
small core team will be engaged on
a contract basis to undertake cer-
tain essential activities related to
site security, pursuing legal claims
and asset preservation, subject to
adequate funding being received.”

This is the third time this year
that DPC has reduced its staff. At
its peak, it had employed over 500
executives and 15,000 skilled and
semi-skilled workers.

Globatlly, Enron Corp has sacked
1,100 and 4,500 employees in
Europe and the US. this week.
However, DPC officials said that
the termination of 200 employees
in India was not connected to the
filing for bankruptcy by Enron
Corp in the US.

A DPC s&okesperson blamed
MSEB and the Maharashtra state
government for the ongoing legal
disputes over non-payment of
ues.
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STATESMA NEWS SERVICE

. NEW DEI\JHI, Nov. 4. -~ The

much-delayed South Asian As-

+ sociation for Regional Coopera-

tion summit meet, to be held

; from 4 to 6 January in Kath-

mandu, might again get clou-
ded by the meeting of the Indi-
an Prime Minister, Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and the Pakista-
ni President, Mr Pervez Mush-
arraf, if the duo decide to hold
dialogues on the sidelines.

Mr Vajpayee had on several i

recent occasions ruled out any
meeting with Gen Musharraf

I on the sidelines of the coming

UN General Assembly session.
However, the foreign secretary,

- Ms Chokila Iyer, said a couple
; of days back that the two lead-

ers would be present at the

i SAARC summit.

The summit was due to be

* held in the last week of Decem-

Gen Pe

z Musharraf

3

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee

ber, but exact dates couldn’t be
finalised at a foreign secretary-
level meeting of the seven-na-
tion South Asian grouping hel
here in August. One or tw
countries had reservation
about holding the Kathmandu
conclave around 30 December
and the meeting ended on the
note that further consultations
were necessary.

Sri Lanka hosted the last
SAARC summit in July 1998,
but has been unable to hand
over the chairmanship to Nepal
as the summit couldn’t be held
in the intervening years. Kath-

- mandu was due to host it in

1999. The Kargil conflict and
the subsequent military coup
in Pakistan in October 1999
had come in the way of holding
the summit, leading to Sri Lan-

ka retaining the chair?ship/
for more than three years/

rE STATESHA?
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‘Saarc echoes India’s

AR . stance on WTO

40 \®

' NEW DELHI. Aug. 23. — In a major show of
i unity, Saarc countries including India today de-
. cided to forge a common front on WTO issues to
! influence the preparatory process for the WTO
ministerial meeting at Doha in November.

i A15-point joint declaration at the end of the Sa-
i arc commerce minister’'s meeting here, resolved
i to fight unitedly, the attempts of the developed
! nations to deny market access to developing
countries. The meeting, hosted by India, was at-
' tended by commerce ministers of Pakistan, Sri
' Lanka and Nepal while Bangladesh and Bhutan
" were represented by their commerce secretaries.
. Indo-Pak consensus: Despite their differen-
i ces in almost all other issues, India and Paki-
' stan today forged a common front to fight for
I their voice on matters regarding WTO. Pakistan
' voiced her agreement with India’s firm stand on
' the WTO. The one-day Saarc ministerial meet-
I ing, in which Pakistan’s commerce minister, Mr
I Abdul Razaak Dawood was present today, ap-
| proved India’s view on WTO in its joint declara-
' tion, which stresses on resolution of implemen-
| tation concerns upfront and greater market ac-
I cess by developed countries.

. In the joint statement issued at the end of the
| meeting, Pakistan reiterated India’s stand that
! implementation issues which was a fallout of the
i Uruguay round, should be resolved upfront
! without any extraneous linkages.

STATESMAN NEW SERVICE & PTI

The declaration also called for increased market :
access opportunities to be provided by the devel- |
oped countries, to facilitate industrialisation in !
developing countries by eliminating trade dis- !
torting subsidies, non-tariff barriers and unrea-
sonable protectionist measures.

The statement expressed deep disappointment
“on the lack of any meaningful progress despite
a clear decision in May 2000 by the WTO Gener-
al Council, that these issues have to be ad-
dressed and decisions taken for appropriate ac-
tion not later than the Fourth WT'O Ministerial
Conference”. “Any further delay was likely to .
erode the credibility of the multilateral trading :
system among the developing and the least de-
veloping nations,” it said. ‘

In agriculture, Saarc mlmstefrs which included
Nepal's agriculture and codperative minister,
Mr Mahesh Acharya and Sri Lankan minister
for justice, Mr Batty Weerakool besides Mr Mur-
asoli Maran and Mr Dawood, emphasised the
need for substantial reductions in tariffs and
tariff escalations,reduction in domestic support
and elimination of all forms of export subsidies
given by developed countries to facilitate greatér
market access for agricultural products of devel-
oping countries.

The statement also called for a moratorium on
anti-dumping, anti-subsidy and safeguard meas-
ures, resorted to by importing countries on ex-

ports from developing and least developing coun-
tries, until 7 January 2007 /

THE ST ATESW
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 23. Commerce
Ministers of SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Cooper-
ation) today forged a common
front on multilateral trade issues
affecting developing countries in
the context of the Fourth Minis-
terial Conference of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) to be
held at Qatar. They underlined the
importance of ensuring a consen-
sual outcome of the conference
from the standpoint of developing
countries.

In a joint statement issued at the
end of a two-day meeting here, the
Ministers stressed that implemen-
tation issues as a fallout of the
Uruguay Round agreements must
be meaningfully resolved upfront
without any extraneous linkages.

Simultaneously, they have re-
solved to discuss the issue with
other developing countries to en-
sure that the South presents a
united stand at the Doha confer-
ence. After a meeting by the heads
of SAARC delegations with the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, Pakistan's Commerce
Minister, Mr. Abdul Razzak Da-
wood, told newspersons that
SAARC will strive to rope in other
developing and like-minded coun-
tries to ensure that there is con-
sensus among this group.

He said there was unanimity
among SAARC countries about the
need to effectively safeguard their
interests in trade- related areas be-
fore any step is taken to broaden
the agenda to include non-trade
issues like labour and environ-
ment. Mr. Dawood said further
discussions will be held at the pro-
posed informal WTO Ministerial
Conference in Mexico as well as at
Geneva.

The SAARC Commerce Minis-
ters meeting was attended by Sri
Lanka, Nepal’s Agriculture and

SAARC forges common ron¥

"

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the Commerce Ministers of SAARC countries,

in New Delhi on Thursday. (From left] Mr. Mahesh Acharya (Bhutan), Mr. Nihal Rodrigo, secretary general,
SAARC, Mr. Batty Weerakoon (Sri Lanka), Mr. Prabir Sengupta, Secretary, Commerce, Govt. of India,
Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood (Pakistan) and the Union Commerce Minister, Mr. Murasoli Maran.

Cooperation Minister, Mr. Mahesh
Acharya, the SAARC Secretary-
General, Mr. Nihal Rodrigo and
the Bhutan Commerce Secretary,
Mr. Karma Dorjee. Maldives did
not attend the meeting which was
held to coordinate national posi-
tions in view of the forthcoming
WTO Ministerial Conference.

At the outset, the Commerce
and Industry Minister, Mr. Mura-
soli Maran, stressed that it would
be prudent to confine the WTO
agenda to already mandated nego-
tiations and reviews and not take
on board any new issues unless
there was convergence of views in
the entire membership of the
WTO. The Doha Ministerial Con-
ference, he said, should make an
assessment of the progress made
in the mandated negotiations and
reviews and give necessary policy
directions besides reviewing the
progress of resolution of imple-
mentation issues. It should also do
stock taking and reviews as envi-

saged in the Marrakesh Agreement
establishing WTO, he added.

Any further delay in the upfront
resolution of the implementation
concerns of the developing coun-
tries was likely to send a “wrong
signal”, which could lead to fur-
ther negotiations in the credibility
of the WTO, Mr. Maran said.

“We cannot afford another Seat-
tle and as such no contentious is-
sues or issues on which there has
been no consensus, should be
pushed into the WTO agenda as it
may risk a failure, which may not
augur well for WTO,” he said.

Referring to implementation
concerns, Mr. Maran stressed that
almost all delegations in the WTO
and trade policy experts acknowl-
edged for the first time that a
group of developing countries had
been able to bring to the centre
stage their concerns and prob-
lems. The group had also engaged
the developed world to address
these concerns, he added. He

maintained that it was a matter of
concern that a ryle-based global
trading system had been unable to
make any worthwhile increase in
the share of developing countries
in world trade and at the same
time, the world’s 200 richest peo-
ple had more than doubled their
net worth in 4 years from 1998.

“We are concerned that while
wines and spirits can get a higher
level of geographical indication
protection, other products of in-
terest to developing and LDCs are
not given a similar protection,” he
said.

Speaking of medicines and
drugs based on biological and ge-
netic resources of developing
countries, Mr. Maran emphasised
that such patents should reveal the
country of origin of biological and
genetic resources and traditional
knowledge used in it and there
sharing of

benefits.
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Pakistan:
Iyer to Haq

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE: 3y
VAT

NEW DELHI, Aug. 10. — In-
dia’s foreign secretary Mrs Cho-
kila Iyer held talks with her
Pakistani counterpart, Mr Ina-
mul Hagq, on the sidelines of the ;
SAARC standing committee !
meeting of foreign secretaries in
. Colombo today.

Making it clear that India “re-
jects” any suggestion of Jammu
and Kashmir as the “core” issue
or “central” to the normalisa-
tion of India-Pakistan rela- |
tions, New Delhi threw the ball

' in Islamabad’s court saying: |
“Ultimately it would be for
Pakistan to choose the kind of
relationship it would like to

/ha?ve with India”.
”"Mrs Iyer raised the issue of in-

creased violence in J&K follow-
ing the Agra summit. The esca-
| lated violence has created “ex-
i tremely negative sentiments
| both at the public and politician
+ level”.

. Mentioning the differences
. which led to an unsuccessful
summit, Mrs Iyer said that
i eventually the “quest for a joint
. document had to be abandoned
because of what was perceived
. by our leadership and people as
© an unacceptable and untenable |
' fixation on the Jammu and |

. Kashmir issue, a reluctance to
! address cross-border terrorism,
"and a negative approach to- |
' wards the Shimla agreement '
. and Lahore declaration”Even |
;| though Islamabad has claimed
. that it made a second search for .
. POWs but to no avail, the for- |
| eign secretary said the issue '
should be pursued until the ;
- families of the 54 POWs were |
satisfied.
India is still awaiting Pakista-

n’s response on the proposal for

a DGMOs meeting as well as HE STATESHM
expert-level discusstons-on nu-

clear CBM} /19}9’3/
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-~ SAARC

By Nirupama Subramantan

COLOMBO, AUG. 9. The Foreign Sec-
retaries of SAARC countries today
began a special two-day meeting
that will discuss dates for the
Kathmandu summit and a host of
economic and social issues on the
agenda of the grouping that have
been awaiting decisions since
1999, the last time it met at a high
level.

Inaugurating the meeting of the
collective, called the SAARC
Standing Committee, the Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Lakshman Kadirgamar, appealed
to the Foreign Secretaries to come
up with firm recommendations
and time-tables to help speed up
the work of the regional grouping,
regardless of political develop-
ments in the region.

“The work of SAARC should not
be held back. In fact, much of it
depends on the decisions and the
recommendations that may be
made by the Foreign Secretaries
at their regular meetings,” he
said.

This is the first meeting of the
standing committee since the one
in 1998 preceding the Colombo
summit, and the first SAARC char-
ter body meeting since the Coun-
cil of Foreign Ministers gathered
in Nuwara Eliya in 1999.

The Kathmandu summit that
was scheduled for November that
year was put off after India vetoed
the idea of a heads of Govern-
ment meeting following the mil-
itary coup in Pakistan in which

sumtfkely in

A P "' oy : i
The Sri Lankan Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Lakshman
Kadirgamar, speaking at the inaugural of a two-day meeting of
south Asian diplomats in Colombo on Thursday. — AFP

mit — the 11th since the founding  ber. The standing committee is to
of SAARC — was now likely to be  discuss the dates for the summit.
held in the last week of Decem- Host Nepal will propose that the

Dec.

meeting be held on December 28,
29 and 30.

The Sri Lankan Foreign Minis-
ter, also the chairman of the
SAARC Council of Ministers, said
it was fair criticism that the work
of the grouping had slowed down
in the three years since the last
summit was held.

As there had been no high-level
meeting in this time, there had
been a “‘reluctance’ to take deci-
sions on new measures and initia-
tives.

“But that apart, there has been
a slackening of interest in imple-
menting directives which flowed
from the last summit, perhaps be-
cause the need for a reinvigorated
summit mandate is felt after a
lapse of three years,” Mr. Kadirga-
mar said.

The 10th summit that was held
in Colombo had called for a
framework treaty on a free trade
agreement for the region (SAFTA)
to be ready by the end of 2001 and
for a social charter on poverty al-
leviationn, women’s empower-
ment, population control, human
resources development and the
protection of children. '

Mr. Kadirgamar asked the For-
eign Secretaries to address them-
selves to the slow pace of progress
on both, and on the preferential
trade agreement (SAPTA), the
fourth round of discussions for
which has so far proved elusive.

An important item on the agen-
da of the standing committee will
be to work out a common SAARC
position for the World Trade Or-
ganisation ministerial meeting at
Doha in Qatar this November./
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‘Nepal to press for early
Saarc meet in Colombo

Plans to host ﬁdl ﬂea’ge

BY GAUTAM DATT ﬂ(\ﬂ/ 4 »\
New Delhi, Aug. 8: Nepal will press for early

summit-when the foreign secretaries from the uth

Asian region meet in the Sn Lankan capital Colom-

bo on Thursday.

Nepal’s ambassador in New Delhl Bekh B. Thappa
tald The Asian Age ot the eve of the standing com-
mittee meeting that Kathmandu was ready to hold
the heads of government meeting of the Saarc as
early as possible.

Earlier it was expected that summit might be
delayed due to internal situation in Nepal which also
led to postponement of the Saarc standing commit-

‘tee meeting. Nepal hopes that if all the member
nations agreed, the full fledged Saarc summit can
‘1 take place before the end of this year.

The Saarc foreign secretaries were expected to

chalk out the schedule and agenda for the next sum--

mit to carry forward the process of regional cooper-

ation which has been stalled for the last two years.
The officials from the member states will discuss

the administrative and budgetary issues apart. from

et by yearend

teviewi - reports of the various technical commit-
tees. The technical committees of the group have
been meeting in the past. the foreign secretaries will
also discuss the time table for the Saarc summit.

Under normal circumstances, the heads of govern-
ment of the Saarc nations meet six months after the
standing committee meeting. The standing commit-
tee meeting is followed by the ministerial level
meeting. Officials said that the ministerial level
meeting is expected to take place back-to-back with
the heads of state meeting. A fullfledged Saarc sum-
mit will not only kickstart the stalled process but will
also provide a forum for a meeting between Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and the Pak-
istani president Pervez Musharraf. The two*leaders
were already expected to meet at the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly meeting in New York in Sep-
tember this year. If Saarc summit takes place by
December, the two leaders will get third chance to |
meet within a short span of six months.

Indian foreign secretary C
istani counterpart Inamul Haq are scheduled
in Colombo on Augus

eet
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~China keen oon associating with SAARC

(16\ q/ By Amit Baruah \A{) \

HANOI, July 30. China is keen on participating in
the Soutl Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) Track-II process. The
Chinese desire to associate themselves with
the SAARC, albeit in an informal fashion, was
conveyed to the Indian side on the sidelines of
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) meeting
here last week. The discussion on the issue
came just before the Indian Foreign Secretary,
Ms. Chokila Iyer, was to travel to Beijing for
discussions on the boundary issue.

As reported in this newspaper, China is also
keen on joining the fledgling Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation (MGC). This, too, has been con-
veyed to India as was its desire to associate
itself with Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land Economic Cooperation (BIMST-EC).
Clearly, India will have to come out with a
response on the growing Chinese interest in
associating themselves in groupings where In-
dia is playing a role.

Prof. §.D. Muni, who teaches at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University and is currently a se-
nior visiting fellow at Singapore’s Institute of
Defence Studies and Analysis, viewed the de-
velopments as a “subtle game of competi-
tion”. In his view, China wanted to “‘get
engaged everywhere” and India’s foray into
South-East Asia through the MGC grouping
could have led to greater Chinese interest in
South Asia.

Talking to this correspondent here, Mr. Sun
Yuxi, spokesman of the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry, said he did not “have all the details”
when asked if Beijing was interested in associ-
ating itself with the MGC. Asked if there was
space for countries like India and Pakistan in
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO), formally launched in June this year, the
spokesman said: “This organisation is already
established and we are open to new mem-
bers.”

(The SCO, earlier known as the Shanghai
Five, was launched in June with Uzbekistan
joining China, Russia, Kazakhastan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Tajikistan. A focal point of cooper-
ation in the group is the battle against
terrorism, separatism and Islam-based extre-
mism.}

“I think that some countries have already
shown interest in joining it — Pakistan may be
one of them and as far as I know there is also
Mongolia. But inclusion of new members will
be discussed by all the existing members. So
far, I don’t have any information on when they
will accept new members,” Mr. Sun said.
What would be the Chinese response if India
showed interested in joining the SCO? “As |
said this organisation is open, but this is the
first time I heard about Indians joining it. It's
up to the six existing members.”

To a question on the deliberations of the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) meeting, Mr.
Sun said it was the “most important” forum
for regional security issues and had achieved a
lot since its formation seven years ago. China,
he said, was happy to see the development of
the ARF and wanted the organisation to go
further to play a positive role in maintaining
peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

Asked about the Chinese perception that
the relations between the U.S. and China were
improving after a period of tension, the
spokesman said both the U.S. and China were
important countries in the world. “As we often
say, the U.S. is the biggest developed country
in the world and China is the biggest devel-
oping country in the world. So, we see great

importance in developmg relations between
the two countries,” he said. “There are some
differences between the two. We would like to
adopt a positive attitude towards resolving dif-
ferences. We can talk about it. The differences
should be dealt with in a candid manner,” he
said.

‘Ties with U.S. improving’

In what seemed to be a reference to the spy
plane incident in April, Mr. Sun said not so
long ago there was a period of difficulty in the
relationship between the U.S. and China, but
now ties were improving. Referring to the
meeting here between the U.S. Secretary of
State, Mr. Colin Powell, and the Chinese For-
eign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, the spokes-
man said they talked in the spirit of improving

relations. (Mr. Powell and Mr. Tang subse- |

quently held further talks in Beijing over the ,

week-end). “We are also expecting President
Bush to come to China, first to Shanghai for
the APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion) meeting and after that we are expecting
him to come to Beijing for a visit. We see this
visit as very important because we are now in
the first year of a new century,” he said.

Recently, Mr. Colin Powell had said that the
U.S. does not see China as an enemy. The U.S,,
Mr. Powell had said, doesn’t need an enemy in
this area and wants to develop friendly coop-
eration with China, he said.

““We welcome these remarks. From our side,
the Chinese people always have friendly feel-
ings towards the American people. We don’t
need an enemy either. We would also like to
see the U.S. play a constructive role in main-

taining peace and stability ip the Asia-Pacific
area,” Mr. Sun added. //
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By GAUTAM DATT

officials will get a chance to meet after the
Agra summit during the special session of
Saarc standing committee in August. (\?\
The foreign secretanes from the Saarc. ¥
nations will meet in the Sri Lankan capital
Colombo on August 9 and 10. The meeting

foreign secretaries to hold bilateral dialogue. .
The special meeting of the foreign secretanes
will also pave the way for the revival of the
Saarc process which was stalled in 1999 due to
row between Indiz and Pakistan. The standing
commnttee meeting was earlier scheduled to be
held before, the Agra summit (on June 8 and 9)
but it was postponed. it was put off in light of
the killings in the Nepalese royal family. India
and Pakistan wanted to use it a$ a preparatory

Staid BUUCLAL L1ti10 ) 5T g

w?' neet Haq at Saarc meet

New Delhi, July 23: The Indian ath PAkistani ‘7<

meetmg for the Agra summit.

k is expected that top foreign ministry, offi- .
cials from India and Pakistah will now meet a _
the sidelines of the standing commmee meet in
Colombo. .

"The meeting between Indian foreign secre-

ary Chokila Iyer and Pakistani foreign secre-
tary Inamul Haq is expected to set the stage for
the future interactions between Prime Minister

will provide forum for the India and Pakistan ~. Atal Behari Vajpayee and President Pervez

. Musharraf. An official of the Indian foreign-
‘Said that it was not ruled outghat bilateral *»
exchanges will take place during the Saarc
standing committee meeting. -

Official said that schedule for such meeungs
was being chalked out. Apart from the Pak-~
istani foreign secretary, Ms Iyer will meet htr
counterparts from other nations of the region.

Even as Pakistan has invited Prime Minister-

. Vajpayee and external affzurs minister Jaswant

n m, emg e ‘wuuul 1eyy)

{rw

Smgh to Islamabad there was-a possibility of
the meeting between the two leaders in the
sidelines of either Saarc summit or the UN
General Assembly meeting in September.

The Saarc forelgn secretariés will assemble
in Colombo to give final shape to the draft of
the agenda for a full fledged summit of the
regional body of South Asian nations. The next
Saarc summit is scheduled to take place in
Nepal.

Offxcxals said that under normal circum-
stances a sumnmit might take place within six
months of the standing committee meeting.
Two days before the standing committee meet-
ing, the Saarc joint secretary level officials wil
meet in Colombo on August 7and 8.

The two sides agreed on holding the standing
committee meeting of the Saarc last year,
last such meeting was held in 1999, af|
which the process was stalled.
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< Leap of Imagination

A South Asian Seat in Security Council

(W X

N and around tBe meetings be-

tween Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Pervez Musharraf, there will be
talk of ‘core issues’. The Indo-Pak
relationship is the core issue in
South Asian security, Kashmir is
the core issue in Indo-Pak rela-
tions, and terrorism or state terror-
ism (depending on your point of
view) is the core issue in Kashmir.
It will be easy to forget that under-
lying all these ‘core issues’ is a core
structural problem. Briefly stated,
it is the improbability of South
Asia as a region in a world that is
rapidly organising itself into re-
gions. This core problem is
structural because it is tied up
with geography.

Solutions to structural problems
require magnificent leaps of the
imagination — true paradigm
shifts. Try this one out for size:
Imagine a South Asia permanent
representative at the UN Security
Council with veto powers. Imagine
these powers being contingent on
consensus-evolving mechanisms
within South Asia. Imagine what
this does for regional identity and
for global governance.

History and culture have provid-
ed complacent explanations for the
resilience of the India-Pakistan
‘problem’. The history-culture
analysis has ruled minds for too
long and with too little scrutiny.
The fact is that the India-Pakistan
‘problem’ is structurally very simi-
lar to the India-Bangladesh ‘prob-
lem’, the India-Sri Lanka ‘prob-
lem’, the. India-Nepal ‘problem’,
and even the India-Bhutan ‘prob-
lem’. The relative power of each of
these smaller neighbours vis-a-vis
India is no doubt different, but
their threat perceptions are more
or less the same. And the reverse is
equally true. If India’s imperious
size sustains the small neighbour’s
fear of its supposed imperial ambi-
tions, protective action on the part
of the smaller neighbour, such as its
cultivation of extra-regional ties,
makes India feel insecure.

The India-Pakistan problem is
the most conspicuous manifesta-
tion of this structural problem: In
any.South Asia-wide meeting, re-
gional issues always get bogged
down in the Rann of Kashmir. At a
recent such event, a Sri Lankan
participant remarked laconically
that South Asia turns out to be a
Himalayan enclave where there
are difficulties between Muslims
and Hindus. But the same person
and other colleagues from
Bangladesh and Nepal also
admitted privately that the India-
Pakistan imbroglio is not entirely a
matter of dismay for their

By HARIS GAZDAR

countries. Pakistan’s ‘standing
up’ to India provides them with
bargaining space.

A South Asia identity will face a
structural constraint even if India
and Pakistan found a way of get-
ting along. There are few regions in
the world with a comparably domi-
nant ‘lead-player’. North America
is one example, and here the US is
unchallenged due to its global
power. In South Asia, however, In-
dia’s predominance will remain
challengeable for a simple reason.
In a world of power blocs, the
smaller neighbour will always gain
leverage vis-a-vis India by building
relations with extra-regional pow-
ers. The latter lot will always find it
expedient to patronise the
small neighbour in order to
maintain pressure on India. This
was precisely the strategic logic of

| ACROSS BORDERS |

e The Indo-Pak ‘problem’ has
been lazily explained in
terms of history and culture

e South Asia needs a
paradigm change

¢ A South Asian seat in the
Security Council can do

wonders for the [region

the Cold War. '

Some Indian analysts expect the
current warmth in US-India rela-
tions to free India from her neigh-
bourly vulnerabilities. This expec-
tation is unrealistic. The US would
not simply forsake its leverage with
India even if India were an ally.
America’s switch from Pakistan to
India is not the dumping of Pak-
istan. The end of the Cold War does
not mean that the US will abandon
Pakistan. It simply means that Pak-
istan is available more cheaply. The
same holds true also of other
neighbours as well as other
extra-regional powers.

The weak regional identity of
South Asia is manifest in the fail-
ure of the regional organisation
(SAARC). But SAARC is weak
because member states assign a
low status to it. India remains wary
because she suspects (correctly)
that a regional organisation will be-
come a forum for India-bashing.
The other six members have bilat-
eral relations with India and none
(except Nepal and Bhutan) even
share borders. The smaller coun-

tries are cautious because SAARC
gives legal expression to a region
that will be dominated by India
due to its sheer size. The weakness
of SAARC is not remarkable.
What is remarkable is that the or-
ganisation should exist at all. How-
ever, this comes at a cost. The glob-
al system rewards states and peo-
ples that have succeeded in con-
structing regional blocs and
punishes those that have failed.

South Asia needs a paradigm
change. Regional identity can be-
come a serious proposition if it is
associated with regional power in
the world. Citizens of South Asian
states and others interested in re-
gional peace should demand a
region-based reform of global in-
stitutions, particularly the UN.
They should demand a permanent
veto-wielding  delegate  for
South Asia on the Security Coun-
cil. They should demand the South
Asian veto to be contingent on
acceptable  mechanisms  for
intra~regional consensus.

Changes in the incentives for re-
gional and global cooperation can
be dramatic. India, more than the
other regional states, has strong
views on global governance. A
South Asian seat at the high table
will impart an Indian flavour to de-
bates on security issues but also de-
rivatively on other matters of con-
cern such as WTO. The Indian view’
of the world at large is not too dif-
ferent from the perspectives of oth-
er regional states. At the same time,
any intra-regional mechanism for
evolving consensus will make India
mindful of the concerns of her
neighbours. The outcome will not
be Bhutan getting a Security Coun-
cil veto, but Bhutan getting better
bargaining positions vis-a-vis India,
and India (and South Asia) getting
better bargaining positions vis-a-
vis the rest of the world. The details
can be worked out, but as a general
scheme this proposal can be a win-
win game for the states and for the
region as a whole.

Mr Vajpayee and general
Musharraf should get down to seri-
ous bilateral business but in their
spare hours they can do worse than
indulging in some mental
acrobatics. Alas they will waste that
time in trying to get to know
each other better, ruminating over
Urdu verse, or visiting each other’s
ancestral homes. In short,
history and culture again, unless
there is a leap of the imagination
somewhere between Islamabad
and New Delhi.

(The author is a political econo-
mist with the Social Science Re-
search Collective, Karachi.)
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i(pal wants better
Indo -Pak hgs 9 e

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, July 12 “

THE NEPALESE people, who
often find themselves caught in
the crossfire between India and
Pakistan, are waiting for the
upcoming Indo-Pak summit with
their fingers crossed.

The Communist Party of Ne-
pal (Unified Marxist Leninist)
ideologue Pradeep Nepal said,
“We're concerned that we might
be made a victim of Indo-Pak
hostilities. The RAW and the ISI
can’t be as active here as they are
in each other’s country,” he
added. “Though we don’t expect
much from the summit, we hope
that we will be spared of unnec-
essary allegations if India and
Pakistan improve their ties.”

Differences between Nepal and
India grew following the Decem-
ber 1999 hijack of an Indian Air-
lines jet by Kashmiri ultras from
here to Kandahar. As the incident
lent credence to Delhi’s suspicion
that Nepal has become an ISI
hub, IA withdrew all its flights to
the kingdom for six months. This
proved disastrous for Nepal
whose tourist arrivals declined
by over 30 per cent.

The Nepalese felt equally
offended when the 11th Saarc
summit to be held here in Novem-
ber 1999 was cancelled following
India’s disapproval of the mili-
tary coup in Pakistan. Columnist

_~Dhruvahari Adhikary, in his dis-

m Nepal Samacharpatra,
explamed “Preparations were at
the last stage and millions of
rupees had already been spent
when the summit was stopped.
The talks can revive the process
of holding the Saarc meet.”

Likewise, former Nepalese am-
bassador to India Lokraj Baral
said, “The Agra meeting can help
in the Saarc’s activities, though
it may take a long time to resolve
the Kashmir issue. It is too early
to guess on its impact in Nepal.”

The GP Koirala Government
has already described the Agra
summit as a “positive develop-
ment.” India and Nepal were
divided in their views about the
outbreak of anti-Indian riots
over Hrithik Roshan here in
December last. While the former
suspected the ISI's role in the vio-
lence, the latter ruled it out.

Not only this, the occasional
seizures of fake Indian currency
notes and RDX from people
attached to the Pakistan embassy
here also greatly embarrass
Nepal. As late as April, Mohd
heema, a Pakistan diplomat, was
caught with a huge quantity of
RDX. Prior to this, another
embassy employee A Saboor was
deported to Pakistan after fake
Indian notes worth over Rs 50
lakh were recovered from him a
week after the IA hijack.

But Pakistan dismissed the in-
cidents as a conspiracy hatched

by the RAW. /
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/‘Iﬁgia, Pak. must reduce n-risks’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ()’\

WASHINGTON, JUNE 24. India and
Pakistan continue to face signif-
icant nuclear dangers that man-
date prompt negotiation and
proper implementation of nucle-
ar risk reduction measures; and
the two countries face far greater
difficulties in establishing nuclear
safety and stability than other
states with nuclear weapons, a re-
port of the Stimson Centre says.
Messrs Michael Krepon, P.R. Cha-
ri, Chris Gagne, Kent Biringer and
Ms. Harinder Baweja have con-
tributed to the report.

Titled “The Stability-Instability
Paradox: Nuclear Weapons and
Brinksmanship in South Asia”, it
says India and Pakistan find
themselves in the stability-insta-
bility paradox — nuclear weapons
are supposed to prevent major
wars and stabilise relations; but
they may also prompt provoca-
tions, instability and even conflict
at lower levels.

“The stability-instability para-
dox is marked by wars and near-
wars such as the Cuban Missile
Crisis, the Berlin Crisis, the Ko-
rean War, clashes between Soviet
and Chinese forces along the Us-
suri River and the Kargil conflict,”
the Stimson Centre said in a press
release.

The President Emeritus of the
Centre, Mr. Michael Krepon, says

at more harrowing experiences
are in store for India and Pakistan
unless they get serious about
cooperative nuclear risk reduc-
tion. “If India and Pakistan are to
demonstrate a superior wisdom
that resists ever-increasing nucle-
ar capabilities, they must first
demonstrate a superior wisdom
to reduce nuclear risks.”

Mr. Krepon contends that while
none of the conditions of the Cold
War experience on nuclear risk
reduction is applicable to South
Asia — or Southern Asia — yet
there are key elements that pre-
vailed then which still appear to
be applicable.

“Regional stability and risk re-
duction in Southern Asia obvious-
ly require tacit or formal
agreements not to change the ter-
ritorial status quo in sensitive ar-
eas by military means..In
Southern Asia, no less than along
the inter- German or Korean bor-
ders there is an evident need to
minimise or avoid dangerous mil-
itary practices,” he says.

“The essential question, then,
is not whether, but how the key
elements of nuclear risk reduc-
tion should be best adapted to
Southern Asia’s unique strategic
and political cultures, geography,
geopolitics and nascent nuclear
and missile programmes.”

It is stressed that nuclear risk

reduction will be an extreméﬁ
complex undertaking in Southern
Asia as opposed to what it was be-
tween the U.S. and the then Sovi-
et Union.

It has been argued’that bi-po-
larity provided a measure\of sim-
plification; nuclear balancg could
be codified in treaties predicated
on equality; the understanding of
stabilising and de-stabilising ac-
tivities could be negotiated and
the U.S. and the Soviet military
planning was not predicated on
daily ‘and violent interactions.

“India, Pakistan and China are
very far from these stabilising
conditions,” Mr. Krepon says.

“The United States and the So-
viet Union were fortunate to
manage their competition with-
out the use of nuclear weapons.
Perhaps India, Pakistan and Chi-
na will be similarly lucky but they
would be wise not to depend too
heavily on faith, good fortune or
divine protection. It took Wash-
ington and Moscow two decades
to pass through a dangerous
opening phase of nuclear compe-
tition to establish treaty-based
and less formal risk reduction ar-
rangements. India, Pakistan and
China are now in this difficult
passage, but without the key
prospect of treaties to curtail re-

gional nuclear dangers,” is ope of
Mr. Krepon’s conclusions. /



COMMON GROUND

b
Three S Asian Nations Nfa\(e Meaningful Contacts

' OR the Himalayan land-
locked state of Bhutan,
May was the month of in-
| teracting with its two neigh-
| bours: the South Asian core
state India, and another Hima-
| layan landlocked state Nepal.
While interactions with the
| Indian Foreign Secretary, Cho-
| kila Iyer, and the Joint Secre-
| tary (North), Meera Shankar,
' helped Bhutan and India
| strengthen the existing bila-
| teral ties further, talks with
| the Nepalese Ambassador to
| Bhutan, Bhekh Bahadur Tha-
| pa, helped the two Himalayan
 kingdoms iron out 'several
! differences  that
- had cropped up of
' late. Incidentally,
' Dr Thapa, Nepal’s §
i Ambassador to In-
, dia, is also accre-
| dited to Bhutan.
! But his visits to
, Bhutan are not
| very frequent.
* In an interview,
. the Indian foreign
| secretary described
| the Indo-Bhutan
| relationship as be-
| ing “both intensive §
| and  extensive”.
| Significantly, it
| was the first visit
- of the new Indian
! foreign secretary to
| any country. She
 stressed that she had chosen
' Bhutan for her first official
! visit because of its importance
. as India’s closest neighbour
. and development partner. Ms
! Iyer said that the two govern-
" ments’ officials had held close
' consultations on a number of
' issues of mutual concern, of

!
]
|
|
|
|

 course focusing on development -

. projects like the Kurichu and
“ Tala hydro electric projects.

CONCERNS
' The Indian foreign secretary
~averred: “We are proud to be
" involved in Kurichu, which will
bring socio-economic develop-
ments to the eastern region.”
Not less significantly she said
. that the Tala project “will
| greatly benefit both Bhutan
' and India” once it is completed
| around 2004 or 2005. Besides,
| the governments of India and
| Bhutan were working together
lon a number of projects like
| roads, hospitals and scholars,
she stressed. Indeed, India has
. been providing all kinds of
" infrastructural and welfare
assistance to the mountain
kingdom ever since its first
five-year development plan was
launched in 1961. In 1958,
Jawaharlal Nehru had visited
the tiny kingdom and promised
all economic assistance in its
development.
. Unsurprisingly, the problems
: of the ULFA and the Bodo mili-
' tants, who have been staying in
Bhutan for quite some time
now — to the utter embarras-
sment of the Royal «Bhutan
Government — would have fig-
_ured in the talks. Asked about
discussions vis-a-vis these mili-
tant groups, Ms Iyer said that
the issue was of concern to both
the countries. Any relationship
sometimes, she said, “has con-
cerns”, and added that “we
have to deal with it. We have to
work together with each other”.
‘The Bhutanese foreign minis-
ter, Lyonpo Jigmi Hozer
Thinley, who had the distinc-
tion of becoming the first chair-

} The guthor is Hon. Director,
- Soyth Asian Studies Founda-
- ¢ion, New Delhi.

By PARMANAND |4

man of the kingdom’s Councg
of Ministers under the change
political dispensations, during
1998-99, described the Indian
foreign secretary’s visit to
Bhutan as “very successful”.

Alluding to the dynamism of
globalisation, Lyonpo Thinley
stressed: “We agreed on the
need for close consultations at
all levels in the light of the
dynamism of the globalisation
process and its implements on
the two countries and on the
region.

Ms Iyer also had talks with

mber last year and empha-
sised that it heralded a new era

in the process of finding a
solution to the refugee problem. '
In fact, he averred that the
ministerial level meeting added

substance to bilateral relations

between Nepal and Bhutan.
The Nepali Ambassador stat-

ed that the level of diplomatic

ties between Nepal and Bhutan -
needed to be upgraded and the
frequency of contacts increas-

ed. Dr Thapa allude to the visit
of the Kathmandu mayor to
Thimphu in the recent past and
the increasing cooperation bet-

ween the airlines of the two |

and the Druk Air.

“We have so much
+{in common
terms of geogra-
phy, size and the
“ment compared to

the world,”
added that while

better in

™1 prospered in some

Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba, finance
minister and present chairman
of the Council of Ministers
(Lhengye Zhungtshog in Dzon-
gkha). In an interview Lyonpo
Zimba stated that the two
countries enjoyed “problem-
free relationship”. He also em-
phasised that the close friend-
ship and understanding bet-
ween Bhutan and India is
characterised by the free and
frank exchange of views bet-
ween the leaders and officials
of the two countries.

Though nothing has been said
recently of any proposed official
visit of His Majesty King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck to India,
these interactions and ex-
change of views would even-
tually lead to a royal visit. King
Jigme visited India last in
October 1998. Though under
the framework of changes
effected by the King himself in
June 1998, the monarch has
ceased to be the head of
government — restricting his
role to the head of state - there
is no doubt about his immense
significance within the Bhuta-
nese political system and in the
outside world.

COOPERATION

A week-long visit by the
Nepali Ambassador to Bhutan,
Dr Bhekh Bahadur Thapa, and
Ms Rita Thapa, and talks
between the two Himalayan
kingdoms, helped bring the two
sides closer to each other. The
migration of a large number of
ethnic Nepalis from Bhutan to
Nepal and living there as
refugees in various camps of
eastern Nepal had contributed
to strains in their relations. In
an interview in Thimphu, Dr
Thapa, who had earlier been
Nepal’s finance minister as
also its Ambassador to the
USA, said that Nepal and
Bhutan are expanding their
views on cooperation and
enhancing their understanding
of each other’s interests and
needs.

Dr Thapa referred to the 10th
ministerial level bilateral

meeting between Nepal and’

Bhutan in Kathmandu in Dec-

promote

Dr Thapa said: '

in

level of develop- -

other countries in .
and |

Bhutan had done
some -
areas of develop-
ment, Nepal has |

others. “So”, the
Ambassador sug- .
gested, “we should |
consul- |

countries: the Ro- |
yal Nepal Airlines -

tation and cooperation in all as- |

pects.”

Dr Thapa, who has been
involved in solving the refugee -

problem for a long time, des-

cribed it as a “just little rup-

ture” on which there was now
good progress. He referred to
the visit of Nepali foreign min-

ister, Chakra Prasad Bastola, '
to various refugee camps in

Nepal’s Jhapa district and said
that the latter was impressed

with the degree of under- |
standing with which the joint .
verification team was working. -
The Nepali Ambassador under- -
lined that the two sides were !
working as “colleagues rather |

than counterparts”.

WELL-MEANING

The Bhutanese foreign minis- -
ter Lyonpo Jimi Yozer Thinley
underscored the point that the |

two countries which shared
close ties going back many

years, were renewing their re- :

lations now in modern times.
Thinley also stressed that

while the refugee problem had .

dragged on for some time, the
two countries were able to over-
come all obstacles in a spirit of

friendship. Stating that Nepal |
and Bhutan share same stren- .

gths and vulnerability and
challenges in socio-economic

development, Thinley added

that there were many reasons
why the two countries should
strengthen relations. “We are
children of the same Hima-
layas”, the Bhutanese foreign
minister emphasised.

In 1997, the then Nepali for-
eign minister, Prakash Chan-
dra Lohani, had propounded a
thesis that the three countries
should try their best to enhance
cooperation in economic dev-
elopment at the sub-regional
level under the Saarc frame-
work. That was welcomed by

many well-meaning people at -
that point of time. It appears

"that positive and meaningful

cooperation between the three '

countries of South Asia would
become a reality in the begin
ning of the new millennj
and that would stand,
them in good stead.




S. Asian forum ag

communalism

By Haroon Habib 9/‘

DHAKA, JUNE 9. Civil society leaders
ive South-Asian countries
ed a “South- Asian People’s
nion”’ as a platform against fun-
amentalism and communalism
at the end of their two-day confer-
ence here recently. “... Hence we

. establish a South-Asian plat-
form, South-Asian  People’s
Union against Fundamentalism
and Colonialism to join hands in
resisting all forms of fundamen-
talism and communalism in the
region,” the leaders announced
in a unanimous resolution, the
Dhaka Declaration.

The declaration called upon
states, Governments, political
parties and civil society organisa-
tions to uphold inter-ethnic, in-
ter-religious and  inter-faith
equality as inalienable democrat-
ic principles.

Leading politicians, academics,
professionals and cultural activ-
ists of Bangladesh, India, Pakis-
tan, Sri Lanka and Nepal who
exchanged opinions on commu-
nalism and fundamentalism also
pledged to “harness their ener-
gies for promoting social justice,
peace, gender equality and secu-
lar democratic values’”” and work
together for bringing all perpetra-
tors of crimes against humanity
and war crimes to justice.

The 10-point declaration af-
firmed the need to de- commu-
nalise and secularise South-Asian
societies, through active recon-
struction of ethnic and religious
identities in a spirit of equality,
interdependence and mutual re-
spect.

It noted that fundamentalism
and communalism have been un-
dermining the vitals of the socie-

l[i'ed

es region, eroding

democratlc values norms and in-
stitutions. “Women, children and
people belonging to ethnic and
religious minority groups are par-
ticularly being victimised by fun-
damentalist and communal
forces,” the declaration stated.

The declaration acknowledged
that some political and social
groups were using fundamental-
ism for their petty interests and
urged all political parties and
groups to fight such attempts. It
also stated that a section of the
media is increasingly becoming
the means for propagating funda-
mentalism, communalism and
extremism.

The declaration called upon
media institutions and personnel
to uphold the principles and ide-
als of democracy, pluralism and
secularism in order to promote
values of diversity and tolerance.

Earlier, taking part in the con-
ference, the former Pakistan Air
Force Chief, Air Marshal Asghar
Khan, blamed ““debauch Generals
and landlords” for the genocide
of 1971 in the then East Pakistan,
now Bangladesh, even as speak-
ers at a session called for trial of
the war criminals. He said in the
last elections, 74 per cent of Pa-
kistanis did not exercise their
franchise marking their protest
against the political parties.

Prof. Riyaz Panjabi, chief of In-
dian Information Centre for
Peace Studies, warned of the
trend of using religion as a tool in
power games. “The lessons learnt
from the Afghan experience also
cautions us against efforts to use
fundamentallsm for polmcal pur-
poses”, he said. o



"SAARC meet called of»ft‘,j"s’e'tbaglg

H BULA DEVI
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 2. - The
third special session of stand-
.ing committee of foreign sec-
retaries of SAARC countries,
| scheduled to meet on 8-9 June
I in Colombo, has been post-
{ poned due to the massacre of
| Nepal’s royal family.
{

|

l

On the sides of the seven-
member-nation South Asian
| regional grouping meeting
the foreign secretaries of In-
; dia and Pakistan were likely
z to discuss the Kashmir issue,
| preparing the ground work
| before the India-Pakistan
g summfit meet here in the first
half of July.
Mrs Chokﬂa/lyer and Mr In-

¢ to Indo-Pak summit

amul Haque were to set the
tone for the summit meet. But,
with the postponement of the
meeting, it is viewed by many
as a set back to the Vajpayee-
Musharraf summit meet be-
fore it could even take off.
Though not much result is
expected from the meeting of
the heads of the two sovereign
countries, the Iyer-Haque
meeting was expected to set
the tone for the “existing com-
posite dialogue”. India wasn't
a “realistic” and sustained
dialogue and not an “impa-

tient” dialogue.

According to ministry of ex-
ternal affairs officials, the
standing committee meeting
of SAARC stood postponed
until mutual convenient

|
|
| —=

dates were fixed.

The Sri Lankan| foreign
ministry today called off the
meeting as a mark of respect
for Nepal’s King Birendra Bir
Bikram and Queen Aishwar-
ya. By the postponement of
the  Standing Committee
meeting it is also a set back to
the SAARC summit which
had been on the hold for last
two years because India did
not want to share the same
platform with General Pervez
Musharraf,

The seven-nation grouping
of India, Nepal, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Maldives, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka were to
prepare the ground for hold-
ing the main summit in
Kathmandu shortly.




|
|
|

SAAR

By Nirupama Subr ian

COLOMBO, JUNE 2. The special ses-

i sion of the SAARC standing com-

. mittee, which was to take place

here next week, has been post-
poned indefinitely following the
assassination of the King and
Queen of Nepal and other mem-
bers of the royal family, the Sri
Lankan Foreign Ministry said to-
day. No new dates have been
fixed. The standing commiitee,
which is the charter body of
SAARC Foreign Secretaries, was
scheduled to meet on June 7 and
8. The specidksession, called after
much dlplomaﬁ‘s exertion by Sri
Lanka, which currently holds the
chair of the grouping, was expect-
ed to kick-start the process for the
SAARC summit, which has not
been held since 1998.

Pak. in a dilemma
_~"By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 2 The postpone-
ment of the SAARC Standing
Committee meet has left the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office in a dilem-
ma in the context of the proposed
summit between the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and the Pakistan Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

India and Pakistan are looking
forward to the SAARC meet as it
would have provided them an op-
portunity for a dialogue on the
nitty-gritty of the Vajpayee-
Musharraf summit. The Foreign

eet !)ut off

Secretary of Ind rgll\g?rs Chokila
Iyer, and her Pakistani counter-
part, Mr. Inamul Haq, were
scheduled to meet on the side-
lines of the SAARC meeting.
Though neither side had made
any formal move for the meeting,
they were looking forward to it.

“It has indeed put us in a bit of
a spot. We were looking forward
to the meet in Colombo to kick-
start the preparations for the
summit meeting. Now that the
conference has been put off in-
definitely, we would have to seri-
ously consider ways and means to
establish a contact,” a senior Pa-
kistan Foreign Office official said.

As a senior diplomat said a
great deal of preparation is neces-
sary before any summit meeting.
The job becomes all the more dif-
ficult if it involved heads of two
hostile neighbours such as India
and Pakistan.

The Colombo meeting cpuld
have provided the right oppbrtu-
nity and atmosphere for the two
Foreign Secretaries to do some
ground work. “If not any thing
else, it would have helped the two
Foreign Secretaries know each
other and establish a rapport”, a
senior Pakistan diplomat said.

The two sides could now con-
sider establishment of contact in
some other way. One possibility is
for a team to visit New Delhi for
talks with the Foreign Office since
the invitation for the summit

came from the Indian side/
Prd
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‘China has

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, MAY 20. The military
ruler of Pakistan, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and the President, Mr.
Rafiq Tarar, have reiterated that
China had a role to play in the
stability and peace in South Asia.

In two separate messages is-
sued to commemorate 50 years of
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions, both made it a point to note
how friendship between Pakistan
and China had grown from
strength to strength and how they
expected it to take a leap in the
years to come.

The military government in Pa-
kistan has employed every con-
ceivable adjective in recent weeks
to describe the close nature of re-
lations with China. The hyperbole
on its ties China reached a new
height during the recent visit of
the Chinese Prime Minister, Mr.
Zhu Rongji, to Islamabad. The
chant of ‘historic’ nature of rela-
tions between the two countries
became so loud that some of the
commentators in the Pakistani
media deemed it necessary to
counsel the Government to get
out of the ‘time wrap' and move
on with the times.

In his message today the Presi-
dent said that “the comprehen-
sive partnership that we have

Asian

role, in S.

countries cpvers a vast and grow-
ing spectr ranging from the
political anl defence spheres to
the economic and cultural fields
and to science and technology.
Our close friendship and cooper-
ation has also been a pillar of
peace and stability in the region
and we will continue working
closely together in the pursuit of
this objective.

“Our two countries oppose in-
ternational and regional hegemo-
ny and have been striving for a
just international political and ec-
onomic order. We consult each
other on international and re-
gional issues and cooperate close-
ly in international fora".

Echoing the sentiments Gen.

péace’

sharraf said that “a strong
partnership between Pakistan
and China has been an important
factor in the peace and stability of
the region. As we develop and re-
inforce this partnership in the
new century, there will also be a
positive impact on the peace and
stability of South Asia and be-

yond. We will continue to work

with China for durable peace in
the region and the world and for
the development of a just world
order based on international law,
equity and Justice.”

The Chief Executive said that as
a close neighbour, China has al-
ways played a crucial and positive
role for the peace and stabilip®
South Asia and thjs
main vital.

Sattar, Powell to discuss n-issues
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 20. Nuclear and security issues would be part of dis-
cussions between the Pakistani Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, and
the U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, when the former visits
Washington in the third week of June. In a talk with correspondents
here, Mr. Sattar said the lifting of sanctions, the Kashmir issue and the
plight of Afghans would figure in the discussions. His programme is
tentatively scheduled between June 18 and 20.

M. Sattar welcomed the statement of the Secretary of State that the
U.S. would encourage Pakistan and India to find a peaceful and just
solution to the Kashmir issue. He said Pakistan would welcome any

offer of mediation. /
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ﬁnally India, Pak ﬁelyto talk

M India agrees to ?eeting on condition that Islamabad not raise any bilateral issues

JYOTI MALHOTRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 26

T V’
NDIA appearstobe shedding\
its inhibitions over meeting its
counterparts in Pakistan in a
public forum, such as SAARC, es-
pecially after being reassured by
Sri Lanka that Islamabad will not
raise any bilateral issues, such as
Kashmir, at the SAARC meet-
ings.
Sri Lankan President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga is said to have
recently conveyed to Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee that Is-
lamabad, keen on participating in
a SAARC process, had promised
not to raise any contentious, bilat-
eral issues with India at the meet-
ings. '
Colombo’s reassurance seems
to have helped calm India’s mind
with highly placed sources in the
Government pointing out that

the SAARCprocess.”

The sources felt that the num-
ber of “civil exchanges” between
India and Pakistan over the last
fourmonths indicated the increas-
ing “normalisation” of relations
and that India could

)\New Delhi is “no longer averse to

eign Secretary-level meeting, to
take place in Colombo in the sec-
ond half of May this year, about
the time the three-month unilat-
eral ceasefire in Kashmir expires.

"The sources were not willing to
say whether the meetingwould be
followed, in the nat-

not afford to be for-
ever cross with Pak-
istan. The first such
exchange took place
after the Gujarat
earthquake this Jan-
uary, when Pakistan’s Chief Exec-
utive General Musharraf called
Vajpayee to commiserate with
him over the loss of life.

Earlier this month, on the way
to Iran and back home, the PM
had sent felicitatory messages to
Musharraf while overflying Pak-
istani airspace, the sources said.

New Delhi has already agreed
to participate in a SAARC For-

SAARC

ural process of
things, with a Foreign
Ministers’ meeting
and consequently, a
summit.

“Let us take 4
one step at a time,” the sources
said, agreeing that the Colombo
meeting will be the litmus test for
further such interactions at the
SAARClevel. _

India has single-handedly
biocked the SAARC process since
Musharraf came to power in Oc-
tober, 1999, because New Delhi
has argued that a meeting be-
tween Vajpayee and Musharraf —

INDIAN EXPIESw

27 AR 2

considered to be the architect of
the Kargil invasion — would
amount to the Pakistan Chief Ex-
ecutive “grandstanding” across
the Indian sub-continent.

If the SAARC summit is not
held this year, then prospects for a
meeting between Vajpayee and
Musharraf dim considerably.

A Commonwealth confer-
ence in Australia at the end of
September does not help since
Pakistan is expelled from the |
Council of Ministers of the Com-
monwealth and will therefore be
unlikely to attend the summit in
Australia.

India’s return to SAARC is |
likely to be greeted with substan-
tial enthusiasm by the rest of the
region, with the smaller countries
increasingly voicing the view that
New Delhi’s problems with Islam-

abad could_not hold the rest of d
sub-continent to ransom. ‘




4 SAARC meet
on social
charter begins

Nirupama Subramanian

LOMBO, APRIL 24. The first meet-
jng of the Inter-Governmental Ex-
ert Group on the SAARC Social
Charter got under way here today
with a call by the grouping’s Sec-
retary-General for the need to ad-
dress the “dark, neglected spots”
of South Asia’s social situation.

“The SAARC social charter
would need to frankly address
historical injustices which have
been heaped on vulnerable
groups and discriminated com-
munities in South Asia in addition
to deep-seated economic and
other factors which affect delivery
of social equity,” the Secretary-
General, Mr. Nihal Rodrigo, said
in his opening remarks.

The charter is expected to focus
on poverty eradication, popula-
tion stabilisation, the empower-
ment of women, youth
mobilisation, human resources
development, health and nutri-
tion and the protection of chil-

dren. \xy - a

Mr. Rodrigo suggested that't
charter could draw up targets
objectives to be achieved in thes
areas by the member countries.
He said the Charter would be
based on the various internation-
al and regional conventions and
declarations to which the mem-
ber states are signatories.

The Secretary-General also
stressed the importance of involv-
ing civil society of the member
states in the drafting of the social
charter. “Such an inclusive proc-
ess would be at least as significant
as the end result of our work,” he
said.

The report of this first meeting
of the expert group is to be sub-
mitted to the SAARC standing
committee comprising -
eign Secretaries of th
nations, who are
meet in June afte

THE HINDU
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| embassy in Nepal,
Arshad was caught with the explo-

envoy

in Kathi

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHTI: Pakistani diplomat
Mohammed Arshad Cheema, who
has been caught with 16 kg of
RDX in Nepal, was also involved
in the hijacking of Indian Airlines
Airbus IC 814 in December 1999,
home ministry sources said here
on Thursday.

A first secretary at the Pakistani
Mohamad

sives on g
Thursday in a §
bungalow in
Baneshwor near
downtown
Kathmandu
. after the
Nepalese police
raided the
house.

Home min-
istry  sources
here expressed
satisfaction that
their long-
standing claim,
based on intelli-
gence inputs,
that Nepal is a
hotbed of ISI
operations, had
been  upheld
with the arrest
of the Pakistani
diplomat,

handed with the |
RDX. S

Sources told The Times of Indza
that the intelligence agencies had
opened dossiers on suspected ISI
agents and their activities long
before the hijacking of Indian
Airlines’ flight 814.

According to intelligence inputs,
on December 24, 1999, a vehicle
from the Pakistan embassy had
driven to Tribhuvan Airport in
Kathmandu, carrying Cheema, his
assistant Zia Ansari and a Nepali
Muslim, Abdul Rias Khan. Two air-
port officials had noted down the
registration number of their vehicle.

Officials had also noticed that
| the first secretary carried a brief-
case. They walked into the depar-
ture lounge unchecked, using their
diplomatic immunity. One of the
Pakistani officials handed over the
briefcase to the hijacker. Two

{ The Nepalese police arrest
caught red | | Pakistani envoy Mohammed A.

Cheema (right) in Kathmandu

Pol llce nab Pak

th RDX

)1*1
andu

Diplomat was involved in IC 514 case’

Nepali airport staff officers had
said that Cheema did not have the
briefcase when he returned from
the airport.

This is not the first time that
Cheema, alleged to be an ISI agent
in the Pakistan embassy in
Kathmandu, has been found
involved in such activities, sources
said. He was also suspected to be
actively involved in the supply of
counterfeit Indian currency in Rs
500 denomina-
tions. Again, in
I October 1998,
Yakeer Singh, a
militant  who
was arrested in
Kathmandu
with 20 kg of
RDX, had con-
fessed that
Cheema  had
handed him the
packet, sources
said. On
December 24,
1999, when the
Indian Airlines
plane was
hijacked, intelli-
gence gatherers
had reported
that five
Pakistani

‘Pakistan
“ International

Airlines aircraft
into an Indian Airlines Airbus sit-
ting on the tarmac. After the
hijackers took control of the plane,
with 178 passengers and 11 crew
aboard it, it was commandeered in
a zig-zag trip to the Middle East
and back and finally to Kandahar
in Afghanistan. A 25-year-old pas-
senger, Rippan Katyal, newly mar-
ried, had been ruthlessly killed by
the hljackers in the presence of his
helpless wife.

There were six hijackers aboard

the plane—four Pakistanis, one .

Nepalese and one from
Afghanistan. The hijackers had
demanded the release of Pakistani
Islamic cleric Maulana Masood
Arzhar, who had been in a hlgh-
security jail since 1994, as weil
number of other militants.

THE TIM..5

| nationals  had
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‘India boycotl:s S ar) jah ¢ series

HTC and PTI v(\

New Delhi, April 1

_INDIA WILL not play in the
Sharjah cricket series starting
from April 8, a Sports Ministry
release has said.

The Centre has decided, after
careful consideration, that the
Indian team should not partici-
pate in cricket tournaments at
non-regular venues like Shar-
jah, Singapore, Toronto etc for
at least the next three years. The
BCCI has been informed that
India williot play in the forth-
coming tournament at Sharjah,
the release said.

Reacting to India’s decision,
the Pakistan Cricket Control
Board today said it stuck to its
decision to boycott India in all

future tournament .\ The
board’s decision woul§ be for-
warded to the Pakistan overn-
ment for approval.

The Cricketers’ Benevolent
Fund Series (CBFS) termed
India’s decision as regretful.
The CBFS is saddened at the
Government’s decision not send
its cricket team to Sharjah for
three years, CBFS spokesperson
Bikram Vohra said.

“We would still like our asso-
ciation with Indian cricket to
continue despite the unnatural
breach of clause...we would like
to clarify the points on which
the Indian Government is rais-
ing objections on playing in
Sharjah. We are still in the dark
about this and are most willing
to set the record straight.”

The BCCI accordmg to its
president AC Mutthiah, accepts
and abides by the Government’s
decision. The biggest losers,
Mutthiah felt would be the for-
mer Test cricketers who were
beneficiaries at Sharjah. The
BCCI will ensure alternative
arrangements in this regard.

PCB director Brig Munawar
Ahemmedrana said it is evident
from the public reaction that

Pakistan’s decision not to play

India enjoys popular support.
But the final decision rests with
the Government. Earlier this
week, the board’s chairman
Gen. Tauqir Zia told a meeting
of South Asian umpires that
Pakistan would not play against

India henceforth. “Engugh is
enough,” he V

Online betting
racket busted

A scan of records on computers
seized in a crackdown on a bet-
ting racket has shown that bet-
ting was carried out to the tune
of Rs 11.34 crore during the
India-Zimbabwe cricket series
last November, Police Commis-
sioner R S Sharma has said.

One person was arrested yes-
terday and sophisticated equip-
ment seized. The India-Australia
match at Indore was under way
when the crackdown took place.
It will take some time to decode
the entries, besides cross check-
ing and verification of 600
entries in the computer.

Cases have been registered
against the bookies under the
IPC and IndianTelegraph Act.

HTC & Agencies, Nagpur




“Pakistan hJWged past
India in N-capability’s

RISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
edged past India with regards to
nuclear weapons capability since
the two countries conducted nu-
clear tests in May, 1998, London-
based Janes Intelligence Review re-

ported. ;1211

India moved at a sl(Q/er a
deciding and completing deliyery
systems, evolving procedures, tac-
tics and doctrine for nuclear usd as
well as for ensuring effective cdn-
trol over nuclear forces.

Pakistan, on the other hand,
moved quickly to implement effdc-
tive systems and procedures for its
more modest nuclear arsenal, ac-
cording to excerpts from the week-
ly published in the Pakistani daily
The News. “In all these areas, New
Delhi proceeded at a slower pace,
insisting on creating an original In-
dian system. Pakistan has more ful-
ly implemented the lessons that it
has learnt from already established
nuclear powers,” it said.

“India views nuclear weapons as
necessary for their political utility;
their ability to bring international
prestige and provide deterrence
vis-a-vis Pakistan and China.” But
the political leadership has not fully
thought through the specifics of nu-
clear use or doctrine and does not
view such weapons as possessing
military utility and discounts the
possibility of them being used on
the battlefield, Janes said.

Contrary to this, Pakistan’s nu-
clear forces are controlled by the
army and have beerrmore fully in-
corporated into the country’s over-
all military strategy. Pakistani offi-
cials believe Islamabad’s nuclear

capability gives it the option of
strongly supporting insurgency in
Kashmir. The view is based on the
belief that India would not dare hit
back with strong conventional
weapons for fear of a nuclear ex-
change, it commented.

Official proclamations by India’s
nuclear scientists notwithstanding,
it has not proceeded to develop an
effective missile-based nuclear de-
terrent as quickly as Pakistan and is
yet to deploy a missile force in
quantity, the weekly said. India’s
nuclear delivery system consists of
Mirage 2000h fighters, which will be
supplemented by Sukhoi su-30mk
multi- role fighters along with a
limited number of Prithvi-I and 11
short- range ballistic missiles and
medium range Agni missiles. None
of these systems are capable of pro-
viding a deterrence against China,
it noted.

Pakistan has nearly completed
development of solid fuelled mis-
sile that could strike key Indian
cities from deep within Pakistani
territory. Its Ghauri series of liquid
fuelled missiles can be used for of-
fensive operations while the Sha- .
heen series would be retained for
defensive purposes.

As part of its efforts to put in
place a command and control sys-
tem, Pakistan established the Nu-
clear Command Authority and the
Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Au-
thority. Despite all these moves, Is-
lamabad is yet to fully develop its
nuclear force structure and stead-
fastly refuses to quantify the nuclear
weapons it requires for minimum
deterrence, the weekly said. pry
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7/~ CTBT and south Asia !

ERHAPS IK Gujral's

most acclaimed
decision during his
tenure at the

Ministry of External Affairs
was his refusal to sign on the
dotted line of the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. Big and important
countries pressed India hard.
They lined up overwhelming
international support but
India  refused to be
pressured. The country was
enthralled.

It cheerfully paid the price
of widespread international
disapprobation, including
sanctions and loss of
development aid. These were
shrugged off; more important
by far was the maintenance
of the country's independent
judgment and the retention
of its nuclear option.

India's keeping out,
faithfully = mirrored by
Pakistan, meant that the
treaty could have no
practical value, for it could
not come into force.
Ironically, the chief sponsor,
the USA, itself proved
unable to ratify the treaty,
for reasons that had more to
do with its internal politics
than its international policy.
Though it remains in-
operative, the CTBT
continues to feature on the
international agenda.

Hopes for a reversal of the
US failure to ratify are not
extinguished, and the south
Asian holdouts are
repeatedly persuaded to
come on board. In the case of
the latter, there is the
inducement that signing up
would ease the sanctions
that their nuclear policies
have attracted.

Now there are reports that
Pakistan has moved towards
a turnaround and the army
has given General Pervez
Musharraf leave to sign the
CTBT. He is to seek a
political consensus on the
issue, which one imagines
should be readily attainable,
clearing the way for signing.
If this comes about, it would
represent a measurable new
development in the sub-
continent. Pakistan's nuclear
policy has always been
simple and predictable —
follow India's lead. If India
kept out of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, so too
did Pakistan; and the same
applied to the CTBT.

When India tested nuclear
weapons, Pakistan was hot
on its heels. The bitter
military rivalry between the
two permitted no other
course. Neither could be
permitted to steal a march
on the other. This remains
‘rue, and a change of position

goals to love.

A Pakistani-made Shaheen II missile, capable of
carrying nuclear warheads ranging 700 km, rolls
down a street during the national day parade in
Islamabad on Friday. Nuclear weaponry available to
Pakistan can compare with that of India. — AP/PTI

on the CTBT does not signify
any reduction of Pakistan's
military posture.

Senior generals are reported
to be satisfied with the

nuclear deterrence their
country has achieved. Other
recent accounts have

reinforced the view that the
nuclear weaponry avdilable
to Pakistan can compare
with that of India. Pakistan
would appear to have no

immediate need for further

nuclear tests. It seems to be
in a position to accept the
CTBT without reducing the
ability to refine its nuclear
armoury.

There is no great dectrinal
content in Pakistan's nuclear
policy. Its purpose is narrow
and tight, concentrated only
on India. Not for Pakistan
anything comparable to
India's Nuclear Doctrine,

S

course.

TODAY
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which deliberately chal-
lenges an unequal global
nuclear order and sets India's
requirement in a world-wide
context.

Pakistan's concern is to
satisfy its basic security
perception vis-a-vis India,
and once that is done, it can
shift its stand on issues like
the ‘CTBT if it seems
advantageous to do so. That is
what seems to be under
preparation right now. There
would be no incentive for any
change of approach if
Pakistan's economic con-
dition were not so precarious.
It has been teetering on the
edge of insolvency, and all the
corrective measures taken by
the military regime have not
yielded much. Sanctions
dating back to the nuclear
tests and lingering

disapproval of the military

100 YEARS AGO

i

HOCKEY IN CALCUTTA

THE greatest interest was attached to the mesting of the hockey

teams representing these clubs, which took place on the Caleutta
ground last evening, before a very large attendance of spectators.
Splendid weather prevailed, and, with the ground in good condition,
everything pointed to a keen and exciting game. St James, having
lost against the Y.M.C.A., while Calcutta had beaten the latter club,
. the match was voted a good thing for them. Unfortunately, however,
Calcutta were not fully represented, Pike, Ismay, and Coxon, three
of the hest players, being absent. St James managed to win by two

EDEN GARDENS

n Tuesday next, at the Eden Gardens, the band of the 7th

Rajpoots, under the direction of their bandmaster, Signor Tullio
Manzato, will execute a musical programme made up entirely of
selections from the operas of the late composer Verdi. At the close of
the performance a Grand March, composed by Professor Antonio
Manzato, will be played for the first time in India by the band. The
rogramme of the selected items of operatic music will appear in due

regime have had their effect. :
The aid package has shrunk
and the country has been put
to shifts to meet its
international obligations.
Immediate easing of some of
these problems will surely be
sought as the reward for
finally lining up with those
who have signed the treaty.
Doubtless, Pakistan will also
see advantage for itself if it
comes on board and India
does mnot. Seeking inter-
national approval to the
detriment of the other is a
well established practice
between these two.

Yet, that particular
stratagem may by now have
little value. A move by
Pakistan will not create many
complications for India which
now has to be dealt with in
rather different terms, having
effectively outpaced its rival
through its steady all-round
progress.

The equations in south Asia
have changed, so that the old
ways of matching one country
with the other are no longer
relevant. Besides, the CTBT
would not be a good yardstick,
for no matter what others
may do, it will remain in
limbo until such time as the.
USA agrees to ratify it.

The treaty provides a final
fallback for all signatories: in

the event that "supreme
national interest" S0
demands, they will with-
draw.

This is obviously regarded as

an unlikely eventuality, but it .
gives the comfort to the
signatories that they are not
casting away their rights for
all time and that they are not
without recourse against
threatening developments
that cannot be anticipated at
the time of signing.

Should Pakistan now decide
to sign, it will no doubt have
this ultimate escape hatch
very much in mind. It may
well be used in the event that
India resumes testing.
Beyond the CTBT and
whatever advantage may or
may not be derived from
adhering to it lies the more
direct issue of a stable
nuclear balance in south
Asia. This affects the lives
and welfare of very large
populations on both sides, so
that the containment of
nuclear risk needs must be a
priority for both India and
Pakistan.

For this, sustained dialogue
and effort by both of them will
be needed. If adhererice to the
CTBT encourages Pakistan to
concentrate on this question,
so much the better.

(The author is a former
Foreign Secretary.)
g ) _—
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r I YHE South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooper-

ation is more than 15-
years old now. But it is today
facing questions about its
achievements and - even its
future. Some well meaning, not
necessarily cynical, observers
are even wondering whether it
would be able to survive. Arti-
cle III of the Saarc charter,
" adopted at the organisation’s
-inauguration at Dhaka on 8

By PARMANAN

become strongér as a bloc when
they work together.”

At the institutional level, on
the other hand, the current
chairperson of SAARC, Sri
Lanka (the 10th summit was
held at Colombo on 29-31 July
1998) has taken concrete

initiatives to restart the pro-
cess. In a significant develop-
ment, Sri Lanka succeeded in

December 1985,
says: “The heads of
state or government
shall meet annu-
ally”. Normally,
then, there should
have been 15 sum-
mits but so far only
10 have taken place.
Unlike other inter-
governmental  or-
ganisations, Saarc
attaches great sig-
nificance to sum-
mits. Not that the 10
summits held in
capitals of all mem-
ber states, excepting
Thimpu, have had a
magical impact. But
the indefinite post-
ponement of the
11th summit, scheduled for holding a three-day (13-15
November 1999 in Kathmandu, November 2000) meeting of
has created a great deal of Saarc senior officials in its

uncertainty. 1 capital. However, there were
reports that delegates from In-
TUG OF WAR dia and Pakistan were engaged

On 4 November 1999, thé in a tug of war over its purpose
ministry of external affairs had before agreeing that it had
issued a press release sayingt been a “useful” opportunity to
“On account. of the military exchange views.
coup d’etat in Pakistan and the In an interview, several days
consequent concern and dis- after the meeting, the Sri Lan-
quiet expressed in the region: kan foreign minister Laksh-
and beyond, the government of man Kadirgamar said he was
India has informed the SAARC “optimistic” that as the meet-
chairperson and Nepal, as the ing had gone off “reasonably
host country for the next well, within its limitations”, a
summit, that in the interest of meeting of the standing com-
the Saarc and of a productive mittee could be held soon.
meeting, it would be appro- Kadirgamar, the initiator of
priate to defer the summit for the meeting, said that not-
the time being”. withstanding the “prophets of

Efforts are being made to doom” he had found both India
revive the SAARC process. For- and Pakistan according high
mer Indian Prime Minister priority to the concept of Saarc.
Inder Kumar Gujral announ- Not less significantly, the meet-
ced in New Delhi on 17 Febru- . ing concluded with tentative

tary an initiative called the dates for various meetings of
South Asian Community. Guj- Saarc’s technical committees.

ral said: “I, along with 15 other :
prominent political and civil COMPARISON
society leaders of all seven Continuing his efforts, Kadir-
Saarc countries, have set up gamar met his Pakistani coun-
the SAC last December with a terpart Abdul Sattar at Islama-
specific objective to revive the bad on 17 February. An official
Saarc process”. statement issued after the
Article IV of the Saarc charter meeting said that the two sides
creates a “Council of Ministers” reviewed bilateral relations as
consisting of “foreign ministers well as regional and inter-
of the member states” to for- national affairs, including the
mulate policies of the associa- revival of the Saarc process
tion, review the progress of which has been “stalled be-
cooperation under the asso- cause of India’s opposition” to
ciation, decide on new areas of the holding of meetings man-
cooperation, establish addition- dated by the Saarc charter. On
al mechanisms and decide on the other hand, Nepal has,
matters of general interest. through its Prime Minister and
The council of ministers, accor- various other officials, showed
ding to this Article, “shall meet its - eagerness to hold the
in regular session as often as summit.
possible” and an extraordinary  The ground realities of regio-
session “may be held by agree- nal cooperation between South
ment among member-states”. Asia’s seven states — Bangla-
So far the council has held 21 desh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
meetings — the last havihg Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
been held in Colombo on 18 and — do not generate much en-
19 March 1999. thusiasm. Though the region
On the other hand, former  constitutes about 22 per cent of
Pakistan Prime Minister and( the global population, it pos-
chairperson of the Pakistan " sesses only 3.36 per cent of the
People’s Party, Benazir Bhutto, world’s land area.
said in an interview to The Gulf = The region has abundant
News on 27 January that natural resources. Bangladesh
Pakistan ought to come to has huge reserves of natural
terms with Saarc in a trading gas. Bhutan and Nepal have
bloc to enhance its own econo- excellent hydropower potential.
mic interests. In an interview India and Pakistan have coal,
to an Indian English daily she ingot, iron ore, bauxite and
said in January: “SAARC is an other minerals. Sri Lanka has
important platform to develop precious. and semi-precious
and the European Community stones. Despite all this,
is an example of how nations regional cooperation has not
picked up. ,
Whereas the intra-regional
export share has reached 22
per cent in the Association of

The author is Hon. Director,
South Asian Studies Founda-
‘ion, New Delhi.
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Members Must Lgarn om Other Regions

South-East Asian Nations, 51

_per cent in the North American

Free Trade Agreement and 64
per cent in the European Uni-
on, intra-Saarc exports have
reached the figures of only 4.3
per cent. Intra-Saarc imports
have so far only reached the
figure of four per cent of the
total imports. All this despite
several bilateral concessions. |

If intra-regional trade is on |
the increase in other regional :
' arrangements of the
globe, it is primarily
due to the lifting or
at least the easing
of restrictions. It is
not for nothing that
the European Union
has reached the
Euro, and Asean is
thinking seriously
of having a common
currency.

In South Asia,
however, even the
concept of a South
Asian Free Trade
Area is yet to
become a reality. At
the Colombo sum-
mit, the heads of |
state or government
had  emphasised
that Safta should become a rea-
lity by 2001.

|
o
~ CONCESSIONS !

There were chances of Safta !
being taken seriously at: the
Kathmandu summit. Many in
India, however, do not see a
bright scenario inasmuch as
Pakistan has not even signed a
Most Favoured Nation Treaty
with India — which, in any
case, is required under the
provisions of the World Trade
Organisation. Optimists, how-
ever, think that after Safta
becomes a reality, Saarc could:
move in the direction of a South (
Asian Business Union and a |
South Asian Customs Union.

There is room for optimism,
though, on South Asian Pre-
ferential Trade Arrangements.
Sapta came into operation on 7
December 1995. The first round
of negotiations under Sapta in
1995 was symbolic in nature,
and covered only six per cent of
the intra-Saarc trade. SAARC
states identified 226 items for
mutual tariff concessions, and
India, as the largest member,
offered concessions ranging
from 10 to 100 per cent on 106
items.

The second round of
negotiations concluded in Nov-
ember 1996, and resulted in
concessions being exchanged
on about 2,000 tariff lines by all
member states. Unlike the first
round, the second round of
Sapta covered both tariff and
non-tariff barriers, and was
much more comprehensive,

The third round of negotia-
tions, which concluded on 23
November 1998, had tried to
proceed on a sector-to-sector
basis, with the ultimate goal of
ensuring tariff-free trade
among Saarc members. On its
part, Ihdia had lifted all quan-
titative restrictions and allow-
ed free import of more than
2,000 products.

It was decided that during the
fourth round, the delegations
would endeavour to conduct
trade negotiations, preferably
chapterwise or sectorwise or
across the board, with a view to
making more substantive pro-
gress on trade negotiations
within the region, and keeping
in mind the special interests '
and concerns of the Least Deve-
loped Countries.

Essentially, South Asian
states have to concretise the
benefits that could accrue from
the regional framework and
arrangements. They would do
well to learn from develop-
ments in other regiops. Time is
running out. /gjl/ns
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RI Lanka President

Kumaratunga’s visit

has served to revive
attention towards the
South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
which seemed quietly to
have gone to sleep. For
some time, nobody has
said very much about it
except to express
-scepticism about its relev-
ance and its future. The
presidential visit has
come as a reminder that
Saarc is not without its
own constituency, and
that, despite India's lack
of enthusiasm, the
regional organisation is
not yet dead and buried.
The immediate cause for
Saarc going into its
present hibernation
is the acute distaste
in the region, es-
pecially in India, for
the military
government in Pakis-
tan. New Delhi was
unwilling to have
bilateral  dealings
with Islamabad, or
even to risk a
meeting with the
Pakistani military
ruler in the margins
of a Saarc summit.
These summits are
reasonably intimate
affairs, there being
only seven principals
involved, so if any
head of state wishes
to avoid one of the
others, then its best

to keep away from the Dbenefits
« the meeting. Now, § they can
«Saarc  works by .obtain from a
consensus, which : i : ’ fully func-
wmeans that its acti- Indian porters load tents brought from Pakistan into a  tional regi-
vities . require the  truck at the India-Pakistan Wagah Border on Tuesday. ~ onal organisa- |
acquiescence of all its The tents will be sent to Gujarat for the earthquake tion. To |
"nembe.r s. Should any victims. With these exchanges, a small chink has Bangladesh
f the Hetds decide appeared in the wall. — AP/PTT , goes the credit
10t to attend, then of th1nk1ng up

lace.

ndia’s current unwil-
iringness to take part is
. he reasop why Bgarc has
speen foremd) virtually to
put up its shutters. The
vslight easing of. Indo-
; Pakistani  relatigns as a
< result of the events of the
» last few weeks cowld have

ixe summlt cannot take

r @ beneficial fallout on
: Saarc. After more,than a

year of studied apartness,
the leaders of the two
countries have spoken to
each other on the
telephone. Pakistan has
sent relief supplies for
Gujarat. With these
exchanges, a small chink
has appeared in the wall.

Saarc ~ time to rethink?

L

In these circumstances,
avoidance of any face-to-
face contact begins to
seem somewhat odd and
it appears as if India's
strategy of ostracising
Pakistan's leader may
well have run its course.

It has proved easy
enough for us to suspend
our involvement in Saarc

with little cost to
ourselves. In the past,
too, . we have taken

similar action, so what we
are currently witnessing
is not anything new.
Despite its decade and a
half of existence, Saarc
has not become critical to
India's regional concerns,
and we can afford to be in

and out of its processes at
will.

Saarc remains highly
vulnerable to political
relationships within the
region, primarily, but not
exclusively, the Indo-
Pakistani relationship.
Nor should one forget
that even though India
has made a considerable
contribution to  the
evolution of Saare, it has
never quite shed its
wariness about the possi-
bility that it may become
a forum where the
smaller countries of
South Asia make common
cause against the
regional giant India. Such
apprehensions are heigh-

o\

tened by attempts to
inject a problem-solving
capacity into  Saarc
processes, which could
mean that regional
disputes might come
within its ambit in one
form or other.

A tentative effort in this
direction a few summits
ago had to be resisted and
greatly watered down
under Indian insistence.
The fact is that whatever
the members may wish
for it, Saarc cannot be
cocooned from the

regional realities. It is
bound to remain
vulnerable to the tensions
and problems that divide
its members. Even so, for
India Saarc offers some
real advantages and it is
not the smaller countries
alone that have a stake in
it. India is hemmed in to
both east and west by the
lack of overland transit
facilities. Both Pakistan
and- Bangladesh, for
rather different reasons
but to much the same
effect, do not permit
Indian goods and people
free transit across their

territory.
Our neighbours have
their own transit

WIDE ANGLE
ALMAN HAIDA

demands on us.%lu is an

important interes} for
India that can\ be
advanced under Sharc.
Similarly, the water
resources of South Asia
need to be seen in a
regional perspective. The
whole question of water is
sensitive and needs to be
handled with great
care, but a greater

of the sentiments of our
close neighbours and try
to take them along with
us in our endeavours.
That will greatly enhance
our standing and our
strength.

It is time for a change in
the way we handle Saarc.
It is reported that we
have agreed to let the
Standing Committee of
Foreign Secretaries meet
in May, and will decide
thereafter whether or not

to permit the summit to
go ahead. This is better
than nothing but we
should shed our
reluctance and let Saarc
get on with its appointed
task. No useful purpose is
served by ignoring
regional sentiment which
is very much in favour of
the early restoration of
Saarc's activities.

(The author is a former

Foreign Secret(V

readiness to
cooperate on this
issue on a regional
or  sub-regional
basis could bring
great benefit
to us and to
our partners
in the orga-
nisation. The-
re are many
more subjects,
including eas-
ier regional
—access for in-
dustrial pro-
ducts, wher¢
multi'<tera’
effort 'Rg
Saarc  offer®,
tangible possi-
bilities for the
benefit of the
country.

The smaller
countries have
never been in
-meed of per-
suasion about

the concept in the
first instance, and
Nepal and Sri.
Lanka have
always been active
in promoting it.
They are some-
times re-sentful of
what they see as
our’ cavalier ways
of dealing with
Saarec, in the thick
of it one day,
turning our back .
to it the next. As

-
we  grow in
strength and cap-
acity, with an

v

expanding role in |

regional and global |;,‘
affairs, we need to
take greater note

~ESHAR



!

ptimism over SAARC summit

By Nirupama Subramanian 0’

COLOMBO, FEB. 26.The decision to

. hold the meeting of the SAARC

Foreign Secretaries in May this
year has renewed optimism about
the regional grouping, but offi-
cials said it was too early to say
whether it would lead to the
much-delayed summit,

“There could be a meeting of
the council (SAARC Foreign Min-
isters} some time after the For-
eign Secretaries meet, but even
that is not automatic. We have to
work our way slowly,”’ said an of-
ficial.

The Foreign Secretaries of sev-
en countries, who form the
SAARC Standing Commiittee, are
to meet in Kathmandu in the sec-
ond half of May after India agreed
to the meeting.

Sri lLanka has been pushing
hard to restart the SAARC process,
and the break-through came dur-
ing the President, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s visit to New Delhi
last week.

AR officials are hopeful that be-

siles some urgent housekeeping
business of the SAARC secretariat
that has been held up since 1999
along with the summit, the Stand-
ing Committee will also be able to
take up other stalled issues, such
as a social charter for the regional
grouping and a free trade agree-
ment for South Asia.

A programming committe
SAARC officials from the seven
countries will meet ahead of the
Standing Committee to do the
groundwork.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister,
Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar, has
been stressing the signing of two
conventions, one against traffick-
ing in children and women and
the other on child welfare, as a
priority. The conventions were fi-
nalised during the july 1998 Col-
ombo summit for signing by the
heads of State at the 1999 Kath-
mandu summit that did not take
place.

At the extraordmary meetmg

¥

of SAARC officials here last No-
vember, there was an agreement
that the two conventions need
not be held up for the summit,
but could be signed in Kathman-
du by the envoys of the member-
countries to Nepal.

However, officials from Pakis-
tan said they would need a high-
er-level clearance. It is expected
that the Standing Committee
would have the necessary author-
isation. While the SAARC political
process remains paralysed since
March 1999, when the Council of
Ministers met in Sri Lanka, tech-
nical committees on various as-
pects of regional co-operation
have held regular meetings.

Also, the two years have seen a
plethora of “veanle’s meetings”

THE “INDU
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PM, Pak CEO may

meet at N

By SEEMA MUSTAFA P{{X /\

New Delhi, Feb. 15: India is
likely to give the green signal for
the heads of state Saarc summit,
which has not been held since it
was cancelled in November
1999 following Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s reluc-
tance to share a platform with
Pakistan ~ Chief  Executive
General Pervez Musharraf.

The summit could be held in
Nepal, which was to have been
the last venue, or any other
member country willing to host
it. It would provide the opportu-
nity for Mr Vajpayee to meet
Gen. Musharraf in a third coun-
try. Sources - pointed out that
India’s reservations about the
summit did not exist as both the
leaders of India and Pakistan
have been not voiced any serious
objections about meeting each
other now. The Indian govern-
ment has long since given up its
objections to a military regime
+4n Pakistan, which were cited at
the time as a major reason for
India’s unwillingness to partici-
pate in a Saarc summit attended
by the neighbouring country.

A Saarc heads of state meeting,
sources admitted, would provide
an “excellent opportunity” for a
summit on the sidelines between
Gen. Musharraf and Prime
Minister  Vajpayee. * Several
Cabinet ministers here have
reservations about a visit by
Gen. Musharraf to India at this
stage but are not expected to
raise any objections to an “inci-
dental” meeting in a third coun-

try. Gen. Musharraf has
expressed his willingness for a
direct - dialogue | with Mr

Vajpayee, who has not ruled out
the possibility till date.

_India has been under tremen-
dous pressure from Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, and Nepal in partic,
ular, to agree to a Saarc hea
state meeting. A senior€nvoy
# Turn to Page 2 ‘

epal Saarc

George destroyed
institution, claims
Bhagwat memoir

By SHUBHABRATA

‘BHATTACHARYA

New Delhi, Feb. 15: Admiral
Vishnu Bhagwat, who was re-
moved from the post of Chief
of Naval Staff in December
1998 by the NDA govern-
ment, is releasing the chroni-
cle of his experiences with the
“powers that be” — his mem-
oirs, titled Betrayal of. the
Defence Forces — to coincide
with the international fleet
review of the Navy, which
begins in Mumbai on Friday.
The gist of the book has
been summed up by the au-
thor in the last chapter, “A
Matter of Honour,” in which
he quotes from the autobiog-
raphy of the Royal Navy’s
Admiral Sir Andrew Cunn-
ingham; “It takes three years
to build a ship, three hundred
years to build a tradition and
an idiot-hour to destroy it
all.” g
“George Fernandes has not
dismissed Admiral Vishnu
Bhagwat, he has destroyed an
institution. No Chief of the

- Army, Navy and Air Staff

could ook into the eyes of his
men. They had reduced them-
selves to pygmies from being
leaders overnight,” says the
aythor.

‘An officer who had risen to
be the chief, on the basis of
his professional credentials,
could be relieved of his post

. s

The Bhagwat book cover

in an unlawful manner by a-
coalition government, subject
to political compulsions and
blackmail,” he says about his
removal. (It may be recalled-
that the present Navy Chief,
Admiral Sushil Kumar, whe
was then posted in Cochin,
was secrétly airlifted ina = -
RAW aircraft and asked to
take over — information on
the officer’s movement by air
was kept from the armed
forces.) .

# Turn to Page 2

& ‘Navy paying double price
for Admiral Groshkov’
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_~India may not object to Pak.

esence at SAARC meet

By K. K. Katyal

Q|
NEW DEAHI, FEB. 9. There is a renewed interest in the
moves tp revive the SAARC (South Asian Association
for Regipnal Cooperation) summit process, which
has been'at a standstill because of the developments

" in the wake of the army coup in Pakistan. India,

which bolds the key to end the stalemate, is having

+ second thoughts and may well give up its objections

to the presence of a military ruler at a meeting of the
South Asian heads. Sri Lanka, keen on transferring
the burden of presidency of the association to Ne-
pal, kept up its bid to persuade New Delhi. It was not
deterred by lack of encouragement from New Delhi.

Some time ago, the “Citizen’s Commission for
South Asia”, meeting in Kathmandu, stressed “‘the
need to reconvene the summit and other meetings”’
(of the SAARC) and “for creating a conducive atmo-
sphere for this purpose’’. The Commission felt that
the summit schedule, as envisaged in the Charter,
needed to be maintained.

The former Prime Minister, Mr. I. K. Gujral, chair-
person of the Commission, sent the conclusions of
the Kathmandu meeting to all South Asian heads.
The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, ac-
knowledged receipt of the letter by the Chief Exec-
utive, General Pervez Musharraf. “Members of the
Commission,” Mr. Sattar’s reply said, “‘are eminent
persons, enjoying respect for their sagacity and pub-
lic service not only in their own countries but
throughout Asia. Their vision should inspire and
guide both peoples and governments... We look for-
ward towards its continuing contribution towards
building a future better than the past.” It added:
“Over recent months, General Musharraf’'s Govern-
ment has taken initiatives which served to reduce

tension and promote peace. Also, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s New Year Day Musings,
counselling settlement of long-standing legacy is-
sues, will, no doubt, hearten the members of the
Commission.”

The Citizen's Commission, set up by the Coalition
for Action on South Asian Cooperation (CASAC),
urged ‘“‘the governments, opinion-makers and civil
society of the SAARC member-countries to reaffirm
their political will to work collectively for peace, pro-
gress and prosperity”’ of the people of the region.
Noting that the SAARC process had largely remained
inter-governmental, the Commission wanted a
“people’s focus” given to its activities.

Some of the specific recommendations of the
Commission related to: :

(a) The vision of South Asia becoming an integrat-
ed community for purposes of trade, investments
and movement of goods, services and labour. For
this the Commission stressed the need for finalising
and operationalising the SAFTA treaty by December
2001. It emphasised the importance of bilateral or
sub-regional arrangements for freeing trade as
building blocks for liberalising trade, taking into ac-
count the special needs of the least developed coun-
tries.

(b} The challenges of the multi-dimensional proc-
ess of globalisation and its many complexities. The
Commission noted the role of both the governments
and civil societies in working together to enhance
efficiency and competitiveness of our economies to

. cope with the challenges of globalisation. It would

be-highly useful for the SAARC countries to share

" axperiepe€s and infi _ation and evolve common
posi#bns, where po’ .ﬁle/' )

|

i‘“_’_ PR Y Seh

1 0FEB 201



/V\V

By C. Raja Mo

EW DELHI, FEB. 23. India today
Jleared the last hurdle for a meet-
ng of the South Asian leaders lat-
er in the year that could bring the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, face to face with Pakis-
tan’s Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

In agreeing to convene a meet-
ing of Foreign Secretaries of the
seven South Asian nations in
May, India has demonstrated its
flexibility on reviving the mecha-

ool W
3t
'f‘gx\@ The

Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with the Sri Lankan
Sresident, Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga, at his residence in
New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

nisms for regional cooperation. At
the same time, it appears to have
retained the political discretion to
launch a new engagement with
Pakistan if Gen. Musharraf can
end cross-border terrorism.

India today told the visiting Sri
Lankan President, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, that it was ready
for a meeting of the Standing
Committee of the South Asian As-
sociation of Regional Coopera-
tion in the second half of May.

The Foreign Secretaries of the
seven South Asian nations form
the SAARC Standing Committee.

As the head of SAARC, Ms.
Kumaratunga has been pressing
for an early summit of the South
Asian leaders. The SAARC sum-
mit, scheduled to be held in Kath-
mandu in November 1999, was
put off after Gen. Musharra’s
coup the previous month.

Since then, India has been re-
luctant to signal support to the
SAARC summit. Mr. Vajpayeehas
also gone to great lengths tc aroid
meeting Gen. Musharraf’at vari-
ous multilateral fora.

The meeting of the Standhg
Committee was “a necessary bt

As it happens, the time-frame
for convening the SAARC Stand-
ing Committee now runs parallel
to the ceasefire in Kashmir, ex-
tended until the end of May.

Diplomatic observers say the
“political onus” is now on those
clamouring for a SAARC summit
to convince Pakistan to create the
appropriate conditions over the
next few months for an Indo-Pak
dialogue.

’.I’oday, Ms. Kumaratunga ap-
prised Mr. Vajpayee of her efforts
to initiate talks with the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
pursue constitutional reforms to
address the demands of Tamils

I}a\\rindia clears last hurdle for SAARC meet

for political devolution. India reit-
erated its commitment to Sri
Lanka’s unity and territorial in-
tegrity.

Ms. Kumaratunga also briefed
the Indian side on the “concept”
of a mechanism to monitor any
future agreements between the
Government and the LTTE. There

has been speculation about Indi- -

an concerns on the participation
of troops from other countries in

the monitoring mechanism. The |

two sides agreed to ‘‘further dis-
cuss™ all issues relating to the im-
plgmentan‘on‘of a peace accord in
Sri Lanka, a Foreign Office
spokesman said here.

-

not sufficient condition” for the |
convening of the SAARC Summit, '
informed sources said here. The
Standing Committee might open
the door for a SAARC summit and
a Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting
but does not ensure either.

India has “‘offered no commit-
ment”’ at this stage beyond a
readiness to attend the SAARC
Standing Committee, the sources
said. If Gen. Musharraf could
demonstrate a capacity to rein in
the jehadi groups over the next
few weeks, India will have the
SAARC framework ready to facil-
itate a substantive engagement
with Pakistan, they added.

The Indian and Pakistani For-
eign Secretaries will have an op-
portunity to meet on the margins
of the meeting of the SAARC
Standing Committee in mid May.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 17. The Sri Lankan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Lakshman Kadirgamar, called on his Pakistani
counterpart, Mr. Abdul Sattar, here today and held
talks on matters of interest between the two coun-

' tries.

ateral relations as well as regional and interna-
tional affairs including the revival of the SAARC
process which has been “stalled because of India’s
opposition’ to the holding of meetings mandated by
the SAARC Charter.

“Ways and means of increasing bilateral trade and
enhancing economic cooperation was also dis-
cussed. To that end it was agreed to hold an early
meeting of the Pakistan-Sri Lanka joint Economic
Commission. The sides will continue discussions on
increased air services between the two countries. Tt
was agreed that bilateral consultations between the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the two countries
should be held at the level of Foreign Secretaries”,
the statement said.

The Sri Lankan Minister, here on a three-day offi-
cial visit, had called on the Pakistan Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, on Friday and appraised
him of the efforts being made by Sri Lanka for revival
of the SAARC process.

/n official statement said the two sides reviewed
1

Pak.-Sri Lanka talks
on reviving SAARC "

W%

Mr Kadirgamar was scheduled to address|a joint
press conference along with Mr. Sattar this epening
but it was cancelled on the ground that the talks
between the two leaders went on beyond the fixed
time. The Pakistan Foreign Ministry statement said
Gen. Musharraf lauded the efforts of the Sri Lankan
Minister for revival of the SAARC process “stalled by
India” since November 1999 and assured him of
support for his efforts.

Gen. Musharraf briefed the visiting dignitary on
the efforts of the Pakistan Government for “resump-
tion of dialogue” with India and resolution of the
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the relevant UN
resolutions and ‘aspirations’ of the Kashmiri people.

Air strikes condemned
In a separate statement the Pakistan Foreign of-

%

fice expressed deep concern at the U.S.-British air |

strikes on Iraqi installations near Baghdad and de-
plored the civilian causalities and loss of property.

“Pakistan calls for immediate halt to such air
strikes which are in violation of international law
and are not mandated by the U.N. Security Council.
Pakistan calls for the preservation of Iraq’s inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and
for the alleviation of the sufferings of the Iragi peo-
ple through a review of the tinuing sanctions”,
the statement said.
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(L to R) Research professor at US-based Foreign Policy Institute Shirin Tahir Kheli, former Prime Minister |. K. Guj
columnist H. D. S. Greenway, UN bureau chief of The New York Times Barbara Crossette and Pakistan Human Rig]

I. A. Rehman at the IPl World Congress in New Delhi on Sunday. Photo: Arvind Yadav

‘Need to revive SAARC for peace

HT Correspondent \&% a\
New Delhi, January 28
£t PEAKERS AT a panel dis-

" cussion on "Tensions and

conflicts in the Indian sub-
continent”, organised by the
International Press Institute as
part of its World Congress here
today, stressed the need for reviv-
ing the SAARC.

This point recurred in the sub-
missions of all the members of the
panel, comprising former Prime
Minister LK. Gujral, LA.
Rehman, director of Pakistan
Human Rights Commission, J.N.
Dixit, former Indian foreign sec-
cetary, Shirin Tahir Kheli, former

JS diplomat, Barbara Crossette,

ureau chief of New York Times

nd Peter Preston of the
wardian Foundation.

Mr Gujral described SAARC as

«¢ best route to regional co-oper-

ion. By 2002 the SAARC Free

rade Zone is to be implemented
and by 2005 the SAARC communi-

ty. But this schedule is threatened
by the Indo-Pakistan conflict. He
said he had written to the heads of
all the governments of the region
to reactivate the process which
began with the 1997 Mali summit.

He highlighted the need for
people-to-people contact through
the Track Two process. A hearten-
ing feature, despite SAARC being
in limbo, is the continuation of the
Lahore-Delhi bus service, the
Samjhauta Express and the
flights. But he warned against the
rise of the Jihad kind of interven-
tion in Pakistan. "This is a great
destabilising factor which threat-
ens democracy and civil societics
everywhere in the region”.

Ms Kheli said the absence of
normal relations in the South
Asian region is legendary and this
has had a negative impact on
regional institutions.

South Asia is the only region
without an active regional institu-

tion, she said. "It is ironic that we

are still talking about rejuvenating

lobe
€ Commission Pirector

, The Boston

SAARC 15 years after its fou:x))) portance of Track Two initia-

ing", she said.

She warned that if the present
deadlock continues, not only
would great opportunities be
missed in economic collaboration
but future conflicts over water and
the sharing of natural resources
could explode. She called for
restraint along the Line of
Control, commended the Pakistan
government's step in the direction
.in recent weeks and stressed that
normalisation of bilateral rela-
tions is an absolute must. "There
must be hope for reengagement
despite the'setback of Kargil".

Ms Crossette said the impasse in
SAARC could lead to South  Asia
losing out on development under
the aegis of the United Nations.
In recent times, the UN is finding
itself working increasingly with
regional organisations like the
Organisation of African Unity in
Africa, ASEAN and other region-
al groupings.

Mr Rehman, while stressing the

tjves, was critical of the roles
ayed by the Indian and Pakistani
edia during the Kargil conflict.

ere were reports of mothers
expressing pride at the lives laid
down by their sons. This promoted
war as a means of conflict resolu-
tion. The pen should be used to
promote peace, not war", he said.

‘Mr Dixit ana{ysed the reasons
underlying tension in South Asia
and fit them under seven broad
categories.

These, according to him, are:
The emergence of three big
nations out of a colonial whole
expressing territorial inadequacies
which lead to disputes; the collec-
tive. national identity problem
faced by each; the problems of
development and management of
natural resources which is embed-
ded in national worries; growing
demographic problems; nuclear
weaponisation; internal contradic-
tions in civil society and asymmetry
between India and its neighbouy

N




AL L

/ M;;&; South Asia’s deep freeze

HE South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), since its inception
inDecember 1985, hashad a
chequered career. The current state of

inactivity of the SAARC should be of

particular concern, not only because the
summit meetings have not been held
for two years but also, from all indica-
tions, they may not be held in the fore-
seeable future, i
SAARC, as an idea, was mooted by
the late President General Zia-ur-Rah-
man of Bangiadesh in January 1981. In-
dia’s initial reaction was of caution be-

form for its smaller neighbours to com-
bine and exert pressure on India on is-
sues they felt strongly about. Ultimately,
India agreed to join SAARC, provided
thatitsownintergsts were ot 10 be com-

hanoereglonadeooperaﬁonmﬂieeco-
NOMC, cultural and social
fields. Bilateral political disputes were
notto be broughtup
Flfteenyeaxsdmvnﬁlehne and its
success inmoving towards the objectives
forwhich it was established can at best be

and ministerial deliberations had been
interrupted or postponed on several oc-
casions. More recently, General Pervez
MushanafsowmectoberlQ%ledto
India’s reluctance to participate in

regime of Pakistan was represented. The
official levelmémgofSAARCr
sentatives in Colombo in N
which was chaired by Sri Lankan For-
eign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar,
came to the conclusion that given the
current political atmosphere, the foreign
minister-level meetings of the SAARC,
as well as the SAARC summit, may not
beheldevenintheyear2001.
’IhedsappomunentwerSAARC’s
performance has given a fillip to non-

cause of the apprehension that the .
organisation could be utilised as a plat-.

described as sporadic. SAARC summits

RC still breathl

governmental initiatives by eminent  Preferential Ttade Area, which should
leaders and intellectuals of the region.. lead to the creation of a South Asia
Theideaistoactivate processesofcoop-  Comumon Market and then a South
eration through non-governmental  Asian Economic Community. While the
channels through the interaction of the ~ constituent elements in arrangements
civil societies of the various SAARC  for these objectives have been agreed
states. The latestinitiative is the creation = upon, there have been differences of .
of a forum of eminent persons of South . opinion about-the time-frame within
Asia, chaired by former prime minister,  which this project should be completed.
LK Gujral, The first meeting of this More importantly, Pakistan keeps
.group was held in , ~ chanting the mantra
Kathmandu last mo- that unless the prob-
nth. The nuclear we- lem of Kashmir is
aponisation of India solved, it cannot par-
and Pakistan has, of ticipate in these pro-
course, lentsuch initia- cesses. It is in this
tives a certain urgency. context that the Nov-
_ Thereisalsothegen- . ember 2000 meeting
eral agreement inmost of SAARC officials in
countries of SAARC - 2 Colombo decided that
that regional coopera- - 1.N. Dixit the discussions on
tion is not only desir- - these subjects and ot-

The basic predicament is that none of the
member countries of SAARC seem to have a
deep commitment to it, or the conviction that
itis lmportant for our future well-being

able but essential to overcome the criti-
cal problems of poverty, health,illiteracy,
development and distributive justice in
theregion.

But the success of such initiatives de-
pendson the extent of concrete coopera-
tion that already exists between SAARC
countries. Briefly, it can be said that
SAARC has provided a platform-for

shanngmformatlononsoaa],aﬂtural,»

economic, developmental and techno-
logical issues. There has been some
progress in formulating suggestions and
terms of cooperation in the fields of agri-
culture, tourism, creation of databanks
aswllasmtegawdglamforpovenyal-
lewan@m

Technicallebel discumsionshavwbeen
oompletedandoonsemushasbeende—
velopedﬁxﬂmemhmofaSouﬂnAsnan

her technical projects of cooperation
should be continued. A higher level po- -
litical meeting cannot be held given the

~‘existing political atmosphere in - the

South Asian regjon.

The difficulfies, then, that have af-
fected SAARC cocperation include the
asymmetry between India on the one
hand, and its other neighbours op the
other, in terms of demography, eco-
nomic and technological
military strength (although this should
notbe amajor factor any more with Pak-
istan’s nuclearisation). The situation is
compounded by the bilateral disputes
characterising relations between Nepal

.. and Bhutan, Pakistan and

India and Pakistan, India and Ban-

gladesh, India and SriLanka.

Atadeeperlevel,lndlasnelghbouxs
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capacity and

are subjected to political, socio-cultural
apprehensions about their own national
identities and security, because of the
overlapping phenomena of ethnicity,
langnage and religion. These apprehen-
'sions have led countries of the region to |
search for links with other powers to
counterbalance the overarching influ-
ence of India. Therefore, we find that
Pakistan is keen on assuming an Islamic
identity rooted in relations with coun-
tries of the Gulf and West Asia. Ban-
gladesh has similar aspirations in its re-
lanonshlpwnh Malaysia and Indonesia.
Sni Lanka, at one point of time, was
‘more keen to be part of ASEAN than
SAARC. Indian strategic thinkers are
similarly inclined towards having closer
That the prospeets of SAARC co-
operation are not encouraging is clear
from the current drift and delay in the
mstxtunonal political discourse be-
* tween the governments of the region at
the requisite high levels. One has also
to acknowledge that despite the Track-

- I initiatives taken, none of them have

impacted on the policies of the govern-
ments in the region. The basic predica-
ment that emerges is that none of the
member countries of SAARC seem to
have a profound and deep commit-
mentto SAARC, or the conviction that

_itisan jmportant institution for our fu-

ture wellbeing,

Two requirements have to be ful-
filled if SAARC cooperation has to be
meaningful. First, there should be a
purposive effort at resolving all the
major political disputes between the
member countriesof SAARC. Unless
this happens, the riecessary atmos-
phere of trust and mutual confidence
will not.come about. Secondly, the
shared feeling of the need for, South
Asian cooperation must manifest it-
self among the governments of the re-
gionwhich should then translate itself
into required policy decisions. But
 this appears to be a very /4#‘
ospectat present.




