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Friends or foes? Or, a bit of both?

TRATEGIC RELATIONSHIPS in the

world are still evolving after the

cataclysmic events of September 11

in the United States. With “Tora
Bora’ dominating the airwaves and the
headlines until recently, the American
decision to pull out from the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty has hardly
created a ripple.

That the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, intended to pull out of the Treaty
(signed with the then Soviet Union) had
been made known by American officials.
That it would come while the “war” in
Afghanistan was going on came as a
surprise.

Whether the Russians have acquiesced in
the withdrawal or not, the U.S. decision
has dealt a telling blow to the international
arms control regime.

Any future American exhortation to sign
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
or the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) or future arms control measures
will only be seen as two-faced.

Just when the rest of the world was
thinking that “coalition-building” in the
American war against Afghanistan marked
the end of unilateralist policies under Mr.
Bush, the decision on the ABM Treaty has
ended such a thought process.

The Americans will do as they please. If
their interests require them to be seen
building coalitions they will do so, if their
interests require them to withdraw from
treaties they endeavoured in the past to
sign, they will do so.

A new and more dangerous world order
is evolving after September 11. The checks

The Chinese are very
concerned about the American
decision to abandon the ABM

Treaty... Beijing and

Washington also differ in
their perceptions on terrorism,
writes Amit Baruah.

and balances which existed in the world
before the collapse of the Soviet Union are
being left by the wayside as the Americans
move to secure their nation against future
threats.

There is little doubt that given the state
of its economy, Russia is hardly in a
position to hold its own against the
Americans. The Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, made spirited remarks in
the past about the need to preserve the
ABM Treaty — but when it came to the
crunch Moscow had little to say.

The Chinese, on the other hand, are very
concerned about the American decision to
abandon the ABM Treaty. Beijing has its
own strategic concerns vis-a-vis the missile
shield proposed by the U.S. and has
repeatedly opposed American withdrawal
from the Treaty.

Speaking after the U.S. announced its
decision, the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang
Zemin, said it was of “‘great importance” to
maintain the international arms control
and disarmament regime. China, he said,
was ready to work with other countries in

o
the world to make its due effort to uphold
world peace and stability.

In Beijing, a Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman said: “‘China is not in favour
of missile defence systems. China worries
about the negative impact... we think the
relevant sides should seek through a
constructive dialogue a solution that
safeguards the global strategic balance and
doesn’t harm international efforts at arms
control and disarmament.”

The official People’s Daily, however, was
forthright in its criticism. “The spread of
the news (about withdrawing from the
ABM Treaty) has stunned the world. This
not only represents the U.S. withdrawal
from an important international agreement
for the first time since the end of World
War II in 1945, but also implies the
disintegration of the international
mechanism for prohibiting strategic
defence that has continued for almost 30
years.”

In a commentary, the paper said: “... it is
only three months after the occurrence of
the September 11 incident when the
international community is helping the
U.S. in winning the Afghanistan war, the
U.S. once again turns a deaf ear to the just
voice of the international community.

“This cannot but once again generate «
deep impression on the people about the
U.S. international behaviour which is full o
hegemonic air (sic).”

The paper was critical of Mr. Putin and
said the U.S. decision had ‘‘discredited”
the Russian leader, who had devoted
considerable effort to improving relations
with the U.S. ““A reasonable explanation is
that the Bush administration’s present
decision to choose withdrawal from the
ABM (Treaty) actually is, in itself, the result
of the U.S.-Russian anti-missile negotiation
since the previous six months, as well as
the result of the new development of U.S -
Russian relations after the September 11
incident,” it said.

China and the U.S. also differ in their
anti-terrorist perceptions. Beijing is piqued
that the U.S. does not see its separatist
problem in Xinjiang as ‘“‘East Turkestan”
terrorism.

Beijing has also made it clear it does not
wish to see a long-term U.S. presence in
Afghanistan even as it wants the Americans
if not to support then at least ignore
Chinese action against “‘East Turkestan
terrorists’".

China, as a huge economy, is a major
player on the global stage. As its economic
clout grows, so will its desire to play a
bigger role in strategic affairs. Given the
fact that the Chinese and the Americans
are major trading partners, it remains to be
seen whether there will be a real collision
between their interests.

Beijing cannot but be aware of America’s
growing clout and the new assertiveness of
Washington in world affairs sipce terrorists
struck in New York and Washington. Is a

long-term clash between U.S. and
China inevitable? 7
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BEIJING: The new WTO member China blast-
ed proposed U.S. limits on steel imports and a
cut in China’s textile export quota on Friday,
urging its second biggest trading partner to
mend its ‘mistaken’ ways.

“Such a barrier would run counter to the pol-
icy of trade liberalisation advocated by the
WTO,” the Xinhua news agency quoted
Foreign Trade Ministry spokeswoman Gao Yan
as saying three days after China formally joined
the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

“China has always objected to any form of
trade protectionism and 1s unwilling to see nor-
mal international trade disturbed by improper
trade policies and measures,” Ms Gao said.

Last week, the US. International Trade
Commission recommended increased import
tariffs and quota restrictions for up to four years
to help the struggling American steel industry
regain its footing.

The trade panel will deliver its recommenda-
tions to President George W. Bush next
Wednesday. That will begin a 60 to 75-day peri-
od for Mr Bush to make a final decision on
what, if any, import restrictions to impose.

China hoped the United States would consid-
er the views of other countries and handle the
issue ‘properly, Ms Gao said.

By Bill Savadovﬂ\r 10 Besidegénmi&egsuppﬁers to the

United Statds which could be affected include
the European Union, Canada, South Korea,
Japan, Mexico, Turkey, Brazil, Russia, Taiwan,
South Africa, Argentina and Ukraine. Although
the row predates China’s WTO entry, Beijing
had previously shown concern about a US.
investigation into whether foreign imports
posed a threat to its domestic producers.

The foreign trade ministry also labelled as
unacceptable what it said was a recent cut in
China’s textile export quota due to allegations
from the United States of illegal transhipment
by Chinese firms, Mr Xinhua said in a separate
report. The United States made the cut —
which will affect Chinese goods worth $28 mil-
lion — without presenting clear evidence,
spokeswoman Ms Gao was quoted assaying. - -

“The action by the U.S. government is a vio-
lation of the bilateral textile agreement and is
unacceptable to the Chinese government,” she
said. “In the interests of Sino-U.S. economic and
trade relations, China requests the United
States correct its mistaken act.”

However, US. trade officials said the action
was consistent with the bilateral agreement,
which allows the United States to reduce
China’s quota by three times the amount of ille-
gal transhipments. (Reuters)
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BEIJING, Dec. 6. — China may
allow the USA to post FBI agents
in Beijing to bolster Sino-US co-
operation in the war against ter-
ror, a US envoy said today.

“The Chinese government has
agreed to give positive considera-
tion to the establishment of a legal
attache office in our Beijing em-
bassy,” the US state department
special envoy for counter-terror-
ism, General Francis Taylor, told a
news conference in Beijing.

“We anticipate posting FBI per-
sonnel to that office if approved,
which will greatly improve the effi-
ciency of our law enforcement co-
operation,” Gen Taylor said after
wwo days of counter-terrorism
talks with Chinese officials.

eijing

Gen Taylor said the attache of-
fice would be similar to Federal
Bureau of Investigation offices set
up in other countries, including
Hungary and Hong Kong, and
would facilitate information shar-
ing and following leads in investi-
gations.

Meanwhile, Islamabad has been
given a list of six more Pakistani
nuclear scientists by the CIA to in-
vestigate their suspected links with
Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaida net-
work.

The CIA has furnished six more
names of Pakistan’s nuclear scien-
tists to probe their links with bin
Laden as well as their association
with two other retired nuclear sci-
entists who were currently under
detention, a report by Pakistan’s
Online news agency published in a

local daily today said. /
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WASHINGTON, JULY 28. The Bush ad-
ministration has made it known
in plain terms that while the Unit-
ed States’ relations with China are
important, Beijing will continue
to be pressed on issues such as
proliferation.

“..China’s performance on
proliferation is mixed. And we're
going to continue to press China
because so much of peace
throughout the world depends on
different nations not acquiring
weapons of mass destruction and
technology that is given as a result
of weakness or mixed results on
proliferation,” the White House
spokesman, Mr. Ari Fleischer,
said on Friday. The White House

. was asked to comment on wheth-

er the administration had protest-
ed against China’s continued
export of missiles and related

© technology to Pakistan and other

countries.

“The administration firmly op-
poses all Chinese transfers of mis-
siles and weapons of mass
destruction related technology to
other countries. Non-prolifera-
tion is a key element in the United
States’ relations with China and
the U.S will continue to make this
an important topic in our discus-
sions with China..The United

. States expects China to live up to

its non- proliferation commit-

. ments and we will continue to
. press China to adhere to those
. policies,” Mr. Fleischer said. The

spokesman, however, did not re-
fer to any particular country as
the recipient of China’s technol-
ogies and hardware. Generally,
Washington has been quite wary
of Beijing's dealings with such
countries as Pakistan, Iran, Iraq
and North Korea. In the recent
past, the Bush administration has
voiced concern about the possi-

. ble military co-operation between
. China and Iraq, something that

has been played down by Beijing.

China’s track record on prolif-
eration has been of concern even
as there is the feeling in some
quarters that the Clinton admin-
istration did not sufficiently press
Beijing on this issue due to the
so-called strategic engagement

- policy. During the Clinton period,

out Chinese transgressions in the
realm of nuclear weapons and
missiles technologies — even
shipping of missiles and compo-
nents to countries like Pakistan.
But the Clinton administration
invariably did the routine investi-
gation with no final determina-
tion.

Non-proliferation is on the Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well's talks with his counterpart
in China, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan. Re-
ports from Beijing speak of in-
tense and serious discussions
between the two senior officials.
The U.S. is concerned that China
may not be fully abiding by the
November 2000 agreement on the
export of missiles and related
technology. Gen. Powell, prior to
his arrival in China today, made
the point that China’s compliance
with the November 2000 accord
had been “‘mixed, some success
and some areas that need im-
proving” and that he would pur-
sue this with the Chinese
authorities. Senior Bush adminis-
tration officials have not publicly
commented on whether the U.S.
felt that Beijing had transferred
missile technology to countries in
the suspect list.

After a rocky period in bilateral
relations, the U.S. and China ap-
pear poised to enter a new phase
that will hopefully be devoid of
rhetorics. Relations hit an ex-
tremely bad patch this year after
the April 1 spy plane collision
with a Chinese plane over the
South China seas. And then the
President, Mr. George W Bush
went along with an elaborate
arms package for Taiwan, saying
the U.S. would do “whatever it
takes” to defend Taiwan in the
event of a Chinese attack.

Washington refrained from tak-
ing sides in China's bid for the
2008 Olympics. The Republican
administration has also said that
it will co-operate in Beijing’s bid
to enter the World Trade Organi-
sation; and China went along with
the U.S. position on Iraq sanc-
tions at the United Nations. The
stabilisation of U.S.— China rel
tions is critical not just for bi
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HE KEY word foy China

is “temporary”. As

American forces hegin

operations in
Afghanistan through Pakistan
and Central Asia, China, while
extending support to the ‘“war”
against terrorism, is concerned
about the nature and outcome
of this conflict.

Mr. Zhu Bangzao, spokesman
for the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, briefing
reporters last week in Shanghai
on a meeting between the U.S.
President, Mr. George W.Bush,
and his Chinese counterpart,
Mr. Jiang Zemin, said Mr. Bush
had told M. Jiang that
afmerican military presence in
ée region was “‘only

mporary”’.

China, for all the public
support it is extending, will be
extremely unhappy at a long-
term American presence in
Afghanistan, just across the
border from its Xingjiang
province, largely inhabited by
the Uighur Muslim minority.

Mr. Zhu, to another question,
made it plain that a
“fundamental solution” to the
Afghan issue lay with the
Afghan people. Any future
Government in Afghanistan, he
said, should be broadbased and
represent all ethnic groups. He
also made it clear that a
resolution of the Afghan
questions should have
“recognition” from the
international community and
must give “full play” to the role
of the United Nations — a
point stressed by Mr. Jiang in
his talks with Mr. Bush.

The problem for Beijing,
along with other regional
players, is that no one is quite
sure about the course of the
military operations in
Afghanistan.

So far, while there has been
lots of “noise”, there is no
broad picture of what kind of
Government will replace the
Taliban. Or, even, the length
and scope of the American
military campaign in
Afghanistan.

The Chinese, clearly, have
played a role in the statement
issued by last week’s Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit in Shanghai.
Language used by Chinese
Foreign Ministry officials has
found its way into the APEC
statement on counter-terrorism.
“(APEC) Leaders consider the
murderous deeds as well as
other terrorist acts in all forms

Doubting dr

N\

Are the smiles for the cameras only?

agon. .

long-term American presence in Afghanistan,
says Amit Baruah.

and manifestations, committed
wherever, whenever and by
whomsoever as a profound
threat to peace, prosperity and
security of all people, of all
faiths, of all nations,” the
staternent said.

Beijing, which took the lead
in the formation of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in June, has
made it plain that there should
be no double standards in
addressing the issue of
terrorism.

The SCO, it may be recalled,
issued a strong denunciation of
terrorism, separatism and
extremism.

During a meeting with the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, in Shanghai last week,
Mr. Jiang said a “sole
standard” should be applied in

fighting terrorism and that “all
forms” of terrorism should be
“opposed and crushed”.

According to the Chinese
version of the meeting, both
Presidents agreed that Chechen
and “‘separatist-minded East
Turkestan (Xingjiang)” terrorist
forces were part of “‘global
terrorism’ and should be firmly
opposed and smashed.

1t’s there in black and white.
Separatism in Xingjiang by a
section of the Uighur minority
is part and parcel of “global
terrorism” and must be dealt
with as such.

So, if the Chinese support the
U.S. action in Afghanistan
against Al-Qaeda and the
Taliban, a quid pro quo in the
form of passive acquiescence,
by the Americans in the
Chinese battle against the “East

T™E HINDU

Turkestan’ terrorists, is called
for.

In the present scenario, the
Chinese-led SCO, which groups
Russia, Tajikistan, Kyrgystan,
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, is
not providing Beijing with
much leverage. Crucially, the
U.S., which now plays a
dominant role in the region,
had no role to play in the SCO.

A recent report in The Asian
Wall Street Journal said: “A
diplomatic realignment brought
about by the hijack-attacks has
left the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation as an onlooker,
even though its chief mission is
the fight against terrorism.

“At Beijing’s repeated and
urgent insistence, the group
finally held one meeting, on
October 11 in the Kyrgystan
capital of Bishkek, producing a
statement that didn’t
specifically mention the attacks
against the U.S. and mostly
repeated pledges to cooperate
against terrorism.

“Plans to set up a permanent
office in Bishkek to coordinate
intelligence sharing and joint
police operations among
member-states of the Shanghai
group have yet to get off the
ground after two years of
discussion. It should open
sometime late next year...” the
report added.

In Shanghai recently, a |
Chinese spokesman, however, |
said Mr. Jiang and Mr. Putin |
exchanged views on the SCO '
and an organisation charter
would be put forward soon.

There is little doubt that
China wants to be “in the
picture” in Central Asia as the
Americans fly their planes and
drop bombs in Afghanistan.
China, which has strong
strategic interests in the region,
also looks upon Central Asia as
a major source of energy.

While China has agreed to
cooperate with the U.S. in the
field of intelligence, it has
strong reservations about the
unilateralist nature of the
Afghan military campaign in a
region strewn with strategic
sensitivities.

Beijing would be happy if the
Americans ended their “war” (
quickly, left the Afghans to !
form a Government and left the (
region “‘open” as before. On
‘‘East Turkestan”, China would i
be happy if it could “smash” |
the terrorists there without
much protest-from the U.S. and
the international community. / }
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Chinato fry

Us engmeer
for spying 5 It

Beljing, October 20

CHINA WILL try an America\x
power industry consultant on
spying and bribery charges on
Monday, his legal adviser said.
The trial comes after a meet-
ing between US President George
W. ‘Bush and Chinese leader
Jiang Zemin apparently failed to
win Fong Fuming's release.
Fong’s family had hoped China
would set him free as a goodwill
gesture around the time of the
.. Bush-Jiang meeting, which came
- ygsterday on the sidelines of the
."Asfan Pacific Economic Cooper-
ﬁlon forum in Shanghai.
Bush reportedly raised US

\V4

jegdncerns over human rights dur-
“ihg the talks, but there was no
word on whether any individual

cases were discussed.
Today, Jerome Cohen, a New
York lawyer who is advising the
.u-Fong family, confirmed the trial
date. Family members claim that
~«Fong, 66, 1s innocent and have
been meeting with US State
&egmrtment officials and mem-
s of Congress to apply pres-

sure for his release.

_Beijing more often than not
times such releases to sweeten
the atmosphere for important

- meetings with US officials.

-+ .China says it indicted Fong on
Segptember 14 in Beijing. It has
accused him of illegally obtaining
43 secret Government documents.
E AP
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"Bush, Ji lang sh

By Robin Wright and
Edwin Chen %\ \9‘)
SHANGHAI: US. President
George W. Bush declared on
Friday that China stands “side by
side with the American people”
during the U.S. military strikes in
Afghanistan against Osama bin
Laden and his followers.

At a news conference after con-
ducting an initial meeting with

. Chinese President Jiang Zemin,
Mr Bush told reporters that he
was satisfied with Beijing’s coop-
eration on intelligence-gathering
and in pursuing the financial
assets of terrorists. “There was no
hesitation; there was no doubt
they’d stand with our people dur-
ing this terrible time,” Mr Bush
said. “We have a common under-
standing of the magnitude of the
threat posed by international ter-
rorism. All civilised nations must
join together to defeat this threat.
And 1 believe that the United
States and China can accomplish a

He also said that the US, and
China might not always agree, but
“we will always deal with our dif-
ferences in a Spirit e
of mutual respect.” ?
He said he also told }
Mr Jiang that the §
counter-terrorism
war “must never be
used as an excuse to
persecute minori-
ties” For his part,

relatnons that emphasises cooper-
ation on the war against terrorism
and formally puts to rest some
tensions.

between
Beijing and
Washington had
been difficult in the
wake of the acci-
dential bombmg of
the o
| embassy ™
Belgrade two years
ago and the emer-

Relations

Mr Jiang told gency landing of a
reporters that he J§ US. spy plane on a
was “pleased to fd southern Chinese
note that recently, island this year.

there’s been an Earlier, Mr Bush
improvement in our {U.S. Presldent George W.| and Mr Jiang met in
ties” The Chinese |Bush and  Chinese| a conference room
President N toﬁd President Jiang Zemin inj in the Western
reporters that he Suburb Guest
and Mr Bush had ! Shanghai on Friday. House, one-time

reached a consensus on terrorism
and U.S.-China ties.

The Bush-Jiang meeting here
signalled a new era in Sino-US.

home of a Shangha1 textile mag-
nate that now serves as a private

guest house for China’s leaders.

The visit reflects the impact of

ake hand§/ n war effort

lot,” Mr Bush said. (\\\)\ e

the Sept. 11 attacks in transfcﬂ
ing American foreign policy. Just
weeks ago, the Bush administra-
tion labelled China a “strategic
competitor.” The president served
notice that the U.S. would do
“whatever it takes” to protect
Taiwan, which Beijing considers a
rebel province.

e~ _Now China, which bas closed

comparatlvely small border ﬁ
Afghanistan, is firmly in the camp
of allies fighting the war against
terrorism. Besides sweeping secu-
rity measures, China also
addressed new concerns about
anthrax by setting up checks in
postal sorting rooms and at border
crossings, Chinese officials
announced.

This is Mr Bush’s first trip
abroad since the terror aftacks.
His only other trip to China was a
six-week tour in 1975 to visit his

father, who was then dor
to China. gar-we sw)
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By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 25. The United
States decision to take the war
against terrorism into Afghanistan
has raised concerns in China
which has strategic interests in the
Central Asian region.

China’s “oil security” is one
such strategic concern. The official
Chinese People’s Daily newspaper
quoted Mr. Zhu Xinghshan, depu-
ty director in the Energy Research
Centre, as saying that the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks had provid-
ed the U.S. a “pretext” to “‘enter”
Central Asia. Mr. Zhu said the
American entry would “compli-
cate” an ‘“original simp&” envi-
ronment. N\ '

This, he said, will be of far-reac-
hing significance for the supply of
oil to China. “China has to recon-
sider its strategy of oil security and
stave off risks...” he said, pointing
out that Beijing imported 46.2 per
cent of its total oil requirements
from West Asia in 1999. As much as
64 per cent of all China’s oil pur-
chases passed through the Straits
of Malacca.

According to Mr. Zhu, in view of
these ‘“insecure factors”, China
had thought in terms of laying
pipelines through Central Asia and
an agreement for this had been re-

ached with Russia. But since the

~1.S. move on war worries

terrorist attacks, some ‘“‘changes”
may have to be made, he was
quoted as saying. Countries like
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are
well-placed to play a frontline role
in the American campaign against
terrorism and the forthright com-
ments made by the Chinese offi-
cial lay bare the issues of concern
to Beijing.

Writing in the International Her-
ald Tribune today, Mr. Robyn Lim,
a scholar of international relations,
argued that China had concerns
which extended beyond Afghanis-
tan.

“While China shares Russian
fears of a fundamentalist spillover
into Central Asia and Xinjiang, it is

& willing to dally with the Taliban to

try and limit support for the Uigh-
urs. China will not support any in-
fringement on  Afghanistan’s
sovereignty, mostly because it
worries about precedents being set
for Tibet and Taiwan,”” he argued.

“China must also be concerned
that Pakistan is starting to rebuild
its alliance with the United States.
The original alliance in the early
1950s was pointed at China as well
as the Soviet Union.

In particular, Beijing would not
wish to see permanent U.S. access
to Pakistan’s Indian Ocean ports,”
Mr. Lim added. In a separate de-
velopment, China has said that the

China

. . M
United Nations should “play an

important role” in global efforts to
“prevent and combat’’ all forms of
terrorist activity. Speaking at the
United Nations, Mr. Wang Ying-
fan, China’s permanent represen-
tative to the U.N., referred to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which
had ‘‘seriously undermined re-
gional peace and stability”.

“Rampant and unchecked activ-
ities by terrorists, separatists and
the extremists have caused more
and more damage and posed a
new challenge to world peace and
security,” Mr. Wang was quoted as
saying. .

He argued that it was an “indis-
putable fact” that the overwhelm-
ing majority of today’s conflicts
took place in underdeveloped
countries and regions. “Extreme
poverty has put a strong grip on
the economic development and
sacial progress of those countries
and regions, causing regional dis-
turbances and even armed con-
flicts,” he said.

“The international community,
therefore, must strive to remove
the root causes of these problems
and make earnest efforts to help
developing countries to solve the
more fundamental issue of eco-
nomic backwardness — a primary
catalyst for conflicts,” Mr. Wang
maintained.

THE HINDC
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China’s stand on U S.
move is \ad\njgl oust'

By Harvey Stockwin §
., Times News Network

HONG KONG: China’s reaction
to the terrorist attack on the
United States has been deeply
flawed and highly ambiguous.
Anti-American sentiments have
been publicly aired, with official
and unofficial statements of
Chinese concern over the problem
of terrorism.

There are signs that the Chinese
leadership has belatedly recog-
nised some of its missteps. It
remains to be seen whether the
visit of foreign minister Tian
Jiaxuan to Washington, where he
successively met vice- president
Dick Cheney, secretary of state
Colin Powell and President
George W. Bush, has done much to
improve matters.

Predictably, no Chinese leader
has spoken directly to the nation
concerning the international crisis
and what brought it about. Chinese
leaders continue to follow the
archaic system of communicating
indirectly with their people

' through media reports on what
' they do or say. Occasionally, they

are heard speaking on late-night
TV néws bulletins. More often the
news anchors tell the people what
the leaders have said.

This leaves China with a prob-
lem of image. The only Chinese
official voice seen on television
outside China is foreign ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzhao. Mr
Zhu seldom, if ever, smiles and
generally looks as if he is delivering
hardline statements, even when he
is not.

During the crisis the Chinese
media has not been free to tell the
people how it is unfolding The
indications are that the media has

been officially instructed to play
down the story and with a few
exceptions has complied with this
order. The highlight of Friday night
television news was President
Jiang Zemin’s latest contribution
to the Communist theory, ignoring

b

-2 e

President George W. Bush’s speech :
to Congress and the Taliban -

response.

There has been a flowering of '

anti-American sentiment, notably
on the internet chat rooms. One
such contributor even went as far
as to urge that China drop nuclear
weapons on the U.S,, if the US.
attacked Afghanistan. This out-
pouring was such that a group of
academics and professionals
signed a statement deploring it and
sympathising with America.

The Communist leadership has
typically responded by attacking
the symptom rather than the dis-
ease. Chat rooms have been
purged of “offensive” comment by
internet censors, while website
owners have been warned to be
more careful in monitoring con-
tent. While the press outside China
has reported that Jiang made a
sympathetic telephone call to Mr
Bush, no sustained attempt has
been made to tell the Chinese peo-
ple why he expressed these senti-
ments on their behalf

The unfolding crisis has exposed
inconsistencies in China’s foreign
policies. Thus Chinese officials
have been quick to express con-
cern and even alarm about the pos-
sibility of US. forces engaging in
combat in Afghanistan, so close to
China’s borders.

The fact that U.S. forces would
be trying to defeat international
terrorism that China ostensibly
opposes has seemed to be brushed
aside.
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~~ China calls for !

/ WIder consultatlon

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 13. China said to-
day that if NATO were to take mil-
itary action outside Europe, in the
wake of Tuesdav's bloody attack
in New York and Washington,
then wider consultations were
necessary. “NATO is a regional
military organisation within Eu-
rope, so if action is taken beyond
Europe, it will have implications.
So, that's why | think consultation
is needed,” China's Vice-Foreign
Minister, Mr. Wang Guangya, was
quoted as saying in Beijing.

On the kind of assistance China

. would offer, Mr. Wang stated: "'l

TS

think we will study the case when
evidence is being presented. Our
attitude towards international
cooperation against terrorism is
positive... it all depends on the fi-
nal formula.”

In a related development, the
U.S. President, Mr. GGeorge Bush,
spoke by telephone with his Chi-
nese counterpart, Mr. Jiang Ze-
min. “China  will increase
dialogue and cooperation with
the United States and the interna-
tional community to crack down
on all forms of terrorist activ-

ities,” Mr. Jiang was quoﬁd\i '
;

telling Mr. Bush.

It would appear that China h
reservations about the use as
force by NATOQO outside Europof
and prefers wider internatiorre,
consultation before possible rel
taliation by an America-led all-
ance. Here, Beijing might prefe-
any use of force to be authorisec
by the U.N. Security Council —
which would ensure that China
has its say on the issue before the
go-ahead is given.

There are indications that other
countries too may have reserva-
tions about the kind of action that
Washington proposes to take in
the wake of the terrorist attacks.

There is little doubt that the
U.S.-led response to the terrorist
acts will have wider acceptance if
they have international support.

China is a key country, and the
1.S. would do well to bring it in
prior to any retaliation it propos-
es. On the other hand, given the
current international consensus
on the need for a response to the
terrorist action, Beijing would
hardly like to be the odd country
out,

THE HINDU
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~ Monitor Sino-US Ties
Take a Nuanced Position on NMD

FTER seven years of\fudging,

the Clinton administrition fi-
nally came up with the findipg that
China did transfer missiles to Pak-
istan in 1992-93. Washington chose
to impose sanctions against Pak-
istan but waived them against Chi-
na. Now after a lapse of nine
months, the Bush administration
has. for the first time, imposed sanc-
tions on China also besides Pak-
istan for repeated violations of as-
surance given in November, 2000.
Mr Clinton’s reluctance to impose
sanctions on China was attributed
to the damage it would cause to
US-China trade and technology re-
lations. Presumably, the Chinese
felt that in the light of past experi-
ence with the Clinton administra-
tion, the US would not impose
sanctions even if they violated their
pledge not to proliferate missiles.
President George Bush has now
called China’s bluff.

This has been done with only a
few weeks to go before Beijing is to
host Mr Bush at a summit-level
meeting. Earlier this year, Sino-US
relations went through a period of
turbulence when a US spy
plane landed in Hainan without
permission after colliding with
a Chinese MiG fighter jet which
was buzzing it.

The proposed US plan to deploy
the national missile defence
(NMD) is a major point of con-
tention between the two countries.
The Chinese fear that the NMD is
intended to degrade their deter-
rence vis-a-vis the US. The latest re-
ports from Washington speak of
the US attempting to get China’s
acceptance to the NMD. National
security advisor Condoleezza Rice
is quoted as saying: “We want to
engage China on issues regarding
missile defence”. Ms Rice was in
Moscow recently and the Russians
are still to be persuaded that the
NMD would not hurt their inter-
ests and that the unilateral abroga-
tion of the anti-ballistic missile
treaty by the US would not

damage international stability.
The Europeans too are sceptical of
the virtues of the NMD.

Yet, the US is determined to go
ahead. Its obsession with missile
defence has generated fears that it
might lead to a new arms race and
a new cold war. It is clear that the
US aims to establish its supremacy
over outer space and through the
NMD degrade Chinese deterrence
and assert its unipolar dominance
over the planet. However, it would
perhaps be hasty to conclude that it

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

would lead to a cold war or an
arms race.

The cold war was waged by the
US against the Soviet Union when
it maintained no economic rela-
tionship with the USSR and ap-
plied military pressure on it
through a ring of military pacts and
a tacit alliance with China which
switched its support from the
USSR to the US. Second, the cold
war and arms race occurred when
both sides had some approxima-
tion in military technology capabil-
ities — in terms of nuclear
weapons, long-range missiles, long
distance bombers and ocean-going
navies. That is not the situation be-
tween the US and China and the
latter knows it. The two countries
trade more than $100 billion in
goods. China does not hope to have
the kind of military technology that
the US has for decades to come. Its
recent partnership with Russia
might give it some advanced mili-
tary technology but nothing that
will compare with the US.

IN BRIEF

¢ China fears that the NMD is
intended to degrade its
deterrence vis-a-vis the US

¢ But China will not challenge
the US

¢ China’s main concern is its
transition to a pluralistic system

¢ |ndia must not rush into any
extreme stand on the NMD

The Chinese often emphasise
that they have no intention of chal-
lenging the US. The Chinese are
eminently pragmatic people. Their
intention is to integrate increasing-
ly with the international communi-
ty in economic and technological
terms and they are aware of the
fact that antagonising the US will
hurt them. China has built up a
flourishing capitalist economy with
the elite enjoying a high standard
of living. It has no wish to confront
the US with its enormous potential
to cause problems for China.

China first allied itself with the
Soviet Union and then with the US.
It came out with extremist Maoist
formulations vis-a-vis the US and
the industrial world and switched
them off when it allied itself with
the US. China’s basic aim was to
build its industrial base and econo-
my and itself as a power. It has
lived with a separate Taiwan for 29
years after the Shanghai commu-
nique proclaiming one China.

China has been extremely careful
not to use its veto in the Security
Council in ways that would annoy
the US. While Washington wants to
keep China from becoming a chal-
lenger in the long run, there are no
signs to indicate that China would
confront US and not compromise
with it on unequal terms. The pres-
ent US administration is now en-
gaged in probing the extent of Chi-
nese flexibility and pragmatism.

However, in the last three
decades, China has done extremely
well with its non-ideological ap-
proach of exploiting the interna-
tional system to its maximum ad-
vantage. India has to learn lessons
from China in this respect. China
has gone by the wisdom that there
are no permanent enemies or
friends in international relations.
Therefore, it would be rash to as-
sume that China is going to antago-
nise the US even if the NMD
comes about. China’s main prob-
lem is going to be how to transit
peacefully in this information age
from its pluralistic economic and
authoritarian political order to a
total pluralistic system. In this era
of satellite TV, fax machines.
Internet, mobile telephones, in-
creasing trade links with the world
and globalisation, China cannot es-
cape becoming pluralistic. Transi-
tion to democracy is a more
complex security issue for Beijing
than the NMD.

In these circumstances, India has
carefully to evaluate its stand on
the NMD. India has made it clear
that it does not approve of the uni-
lateral abrogation of the anti-bal-
listic missile treaty. There are alter-
native types of mussile defence like
the boost phase interception which
do not violate the ABM treaty and
is supported by Russia. There are a
number of eminent US scientists
who doubt whether the NMD as
now envisaged will be effective. In
any case, the NMD cannot abolish
nuclear deterrence which will con-
tinue to be operative. India would,
however, look silly if eventually the
Russians and Chinese accept the
NMD in a compromise while India
condemns it. The right strategy, to
borrow a leaf from the Chinese
notebook, is to look after our na-
tional interests and watch the on-
going Sino-US interaction
carefully. Our effort should focus
on deriving full benefit from the
present alignment of international
forces to advance our economic
and technological interests a;
enhance our security.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami H9 “We project that Beijing is al-

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 6. China is get-
ting ready to deploy its first road
mobile Inter-Continental Ballistic
Missiles (ICBMs) with the range
to hit some parts of the western
United States, The Washington
Times is reporting in its Thursday
editions.

Quoting intelligence reports,
the paper says that the first mis-
sile units equipped with Dong
Feng 31 missiles were detected to-
wards the end of July; and that the
Pentagon has taken the position
that the full-fledged deployment
could come by the end of this
year.

An intelligence official has said
that the deployment was on a fas-
ter schedule than expected but
another has disagreed with this
assessment. Full-fledged deploy-
ment by the end of this year, ac-
cording to the second official, is in
the “realm of possibility” but not
likely.

The Central Intelligence Agen-
cy has taken the position that Chi-
na is modernising its strategic
missile force by shifting reliance
from long-range ICBMs to the de-
velopment and deployment of
mobile missiles.

ready on a course to increase its
strategic warheads several fold by
2015 though to levels still well be-
low those of the United States or
Russia”’, said Mr. John McLaugh-
lin, CIA Deputy Director .
The Washington Times report
which will be routinely
brushed aside by Chinese officials
on the grounds that the paper has
an agenda — comes at a time
when the Bush administration is
facing a lot of questions on the
kind of relations the U.S. hopes to
have with that East Asian country.

The White House, the Pentagon
and the State Department have
been peppered with questions in
the last few days on any ‘‘trade-
offs” the administration may
have in mind in return for China’s
backing of the President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush’s missile defence
plan. The New York Times report-
ed last Saturday that Washington
may be inclined to look the other
way while China modernises its
nuclear and missile arsenals and
may even give the nod for re-
sumption of underground testing.

The White House soon went on
the defensive with the President’s
top aides led by the National Se-

MISSILES / RANGE COVERS WESTERN U.S. 1"'0 1A

China to ‘deploy’

1 WA

ICBMs

curity Advisor saying t g no
trade-offs have been thought of or
were already in the works. On
Wednesday, it was the turn of the
Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, to deny media reports
on trade-offs. Mr. Rumsfeld told
members of Congress that no one
in the administration had given
the “green light” to China to pro-
ceed with its build-up of the nu-
clear arsenal.

The question tha C%being
posed in some quarterg, imcluding
the conservative ones, is the ex-
tent to which the Republican ad-
ministration is going to take the
issue of nuclear and missile build-
up with the Chinese. The argu-
ment has been that the adminis-
tration may not have given the
“green light”" to China; but the
bottomline is the extent to which
Washington may be inclined to
challenge the Chinese on the
build-up in the context of global
and regional stability.

The Republican administration
which started off gung- ho on
China is down to facing realities
— in the same manner as the
Democratic administration under
Mr. Bill Clinton came to terms
with it in 1993.

*
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- , Trade-off reports
i’ not correct: U SM

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 5. The Bush administration is co g with its
defensive approach on China maintaining in the last fi ays that it
is not looking for any trade offs to or from Beijing on the sub]ect of
Missile Defence. Senior officials at the Pentagon are \saying that
media reports on so-called trade offs were ‘“not correct”.

Over the weekend, a report in The New York Times quoting an
unnamed senior administration official had said that the Bush ad-
ministration, in search of a nod from Beijing on Missile. Defence, is
willing to allow for the modernisation of the Chinese missile arsenal;
and perhaps even willing to allow for a resumption of underground
nuclear testing so that the Chinese could address issue the verifiabil-
ity of its stockpile.

That report was quickly downplayed by senior administration of-
ficials including the President’s National Security Advisor, Dr.Con-
doleeza Rice, all of whom making the point that Washington will
continue to raise the subject of a Chinese modernisation and buil-
dup.

Senior officials at the Pentagon are saying that the United States

continues to have concerns about China’s development of long !

range nuclear capabilities; and are arguing too that the development
and deployment of missiles with short range capability have not
provided stability.

The Defence Department is making the point that Washington has
enough concerns on China’s intermediate range missiles as well.

If the administration is now on the defensive, it is not without a
good cause — both Democrats and Republicans are riled but for
different reasons.

The Democrats, senior law-makers especially, are simply out-
raged that the Bush administration will give a free pass to the Chi-
nese on the subject of proliferation thereby undermining all the
efforts of the last 50 years.

And Republicans were appalled that the administration is getting
softer on China. Even those conservatives who were pushing for the
Missile Defence plan were getting somewhat sceptical that the price
was getting too high, from a political and a strategic point of view.

And overall there was this definite assessment that by giving the
Chinese the go ahead on modernisation, Washington was just about
setting off a reaction from countries in the region, notably India.

“The United States will not seek to overcome China’s opposition
to missile defence by telling the Chinese that we do not object to an
expansion of their nuclear ballistic missile force. Nor will we ac-
quiesce in any resumption of nuclear testing by China,” a statement
from the White House said.

In trying to come out clear on where it stands on China’s modern-
isation plans and future testing, the Bush administration is also
seeking to draw a fine line between the official position and its
interpretation of what Beijing may do in the future.

At the same time, this Republican administration is making it
known that it may not be in a position to influence Chinese policy on
such critical issues as future nuclear testing.

After a rough patch in bilateral relations, it is getting quite obvious
that neither Beijing nor Washington wish to rock the boat any more
than it should be, especially with barely six weeks to go before the
President goes to China for the meeting of the Asia Pacific leaders in
Shanghai and an official visit to Beijing.

As a part of relationship being on the “mend”, an official an-
nouncement is expected shortly that China will buy 36 Boeing
planes valued at between $1 and $2 billions. j
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WASHINGTON, SEPT. 3. The Bush administraﬁ\oﬂ
stung by criticism from academic and politic
communities, has said that its plans to update
China on the missile defence system does not
amount to condoning Beijing's weapons
build-up and modernisation plans.

“This is part of the administration’s ou-
treach to China and to other nations such as
Russia to discuss with them the reason why we
are developing a missile defence system and

By Sridhar Krishnaswami %

, how it is designed to protect us from rogue

nations or accidental launches,” said the
White House Press Secretary, Mr. Ari Fleisch-
er. The senior White House official rejected
the contention that the administration had
made a trade-off in return for China’s accept-
ance of the anti-missile shield plan: that
Washington would agree to a weapons build-
up or accept renewed nuclear testing. The U.S.
policy, Mr. Fleischer said, remained un-
changed about discouraging China and others
from testing and building nuclear arsenals.
Over the weekend, there were media reports
on the deal that the Bush administration may
be inclined to do with China to get its backing
for the missile defence system. The New York
Times quoted a senior administration official
as saying that in a bid to overcome Beijing’s

. abjections, Washington was prepared to tell

China that it had no objections for its military
build-up. It is thought that the Republican ad-
ministration is prepared to go to the extent of
allowing China to resume nuclear testing for
verification and modernisation purposes. The

| understanding here is that the U.S. too will

discard the unilateral moratorium on testing
at a future date.

But by the time the Sunday talk shows were
over, the administration had launched a dam-
age control exercise to minimise the impact of
what the National Security Advisor, Dr. Con-
doleeza Rice or other “administration offi-
cials” may have said on Saturday. “We have
no plans to resume testing,” Mr. Fleischer
said. And Dr. Rice was quoted in The Washing-

ton Post as saying, ‘We assume that the mod-
ernisation (Chinese) is underway. We are not
going to acquiesce in it”. The statements of
senior administration officials may heave
been intended to gauge reaction and the re-
sponse from conservatives and liberals was
harsh. The Democrats, led by the chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Mr.
Joseph Biden, called the idea of abandoning
the moratorium on nuclear testing ‘‘absurd”
and Republicans too were highly sceptical of
allowing China to build its arsenals.

“I intend to talk to White House officials
about that when I get back after Labour Day,
but I am very sceptical...I would not like to see
them (China) become any more powerful in
the nuclear line. I think we ought to formulate
our policy in many different ways to try to
avoid just that,” the Republican Senator, Mr.

“No deal with China over NMD, says U.S.

Arlen Specter, said. The Republican adminis-
tration wishes to correct the impression that
in its effort to “sell” the missile defence plan
to allies, friends and adversaries, it has not
taken China into confidence. Now the admin-
istration line seems to be one of wanting to
share “information’’ on the anti- missile plan,
including the planned tests.

In some ways, the administration has ex-
panded the parameters of the missile defence
debate on Capitol Hill as lawmakers return
from their summer recess. On the one hand,
the anti-missile shield itself will come under
renewed attack given the funding and finan-
cial constraints. On the other hand, conserva-
tives themselves are asking if in the pursuit of
an anti- missile shield, the overall costs are too
high.

A subway newspaper vendor in Shanghal holds a local newsr ‘““Global Times”’ wlth7
AP

headline saying in Chinese, “U.S. Top Official Gossips About China”’ on Monday. —
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US goes soft

on China

-

i

nuke stock

S Rajagopalan a@
Washington, September 2

IN A controversial policy switch,
the United States is apparently
considering dropping its opposi-

tion to China's plan for moderni-

sation of its nuiclear arsenal, a

quest that might necessitate -

resumption of underground
nuclear tests.

The move comes after the US
yesterday risked worsening rela-

tions with Beljing by sanctioning

a Chinese firm that it said sent
missile technology to Pakistan.

The new policy option, aimed
at securing Beijing’s nod for the
US's own missile defence plan,
did the rounds herson Saturday,
the very on which Washing-
ton slapped sanctions on a Chi-
nese firm for selling missile
parts to Pakistan.

Leading newspapers, includ-
ing the New York T!mes and the
Washington Post, today reported
on the Bush administration‘s
plans to actively engage China on
the missile defence issue in
preparation for President Bush's
China visit next month.

While National Security Ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice sought to
refute the notion that the US was

seeking a deal with Befjing by’

“acquiescing in the Chinese mo-
dernisation plan in order to buy
China's acceptance of missile
defence,” another administra-
tion official differed.

The unnamed official was
quoted as saying that the US
would signal to China its recog-
nition that both sides might want
to resume nuclear tests. The US,
the official said, had no plans for
tests, but it reserved the right to
conduct them for reasons of safe-
ty and rellability of its nuclear
stockpile.

Rice herself acknowledged

PAKISTAN’S AMBASSADOR
to the US Maleeha Lodhi has
termed as “unwarranted and
unjustified” the new US sanc-
tions against the country’s
National Defence Complex,
(NDC) with the Chinese com-
pany for violating the missile
technology control regime
(MTCR). Lodhi criticised
Washington for imposing a:
fresh set of sanctions-even
though both China and Pak-
istan have denied allegations
about missile technology
transfer. “Our cooperation :
with China does not violate
MTCR guidelines to which
neither country is a party. But
Pakistan abides by these
guidelines and there is noth-
ing between China and Pak+
istan that violates the guide-
lines,” she said.

PTI, Islamabad

that further nuclear build- up
would not be good for peace and
stability. “We believe that the
moratorium should stay in place.

We don’t believe that anyone
has any reason to test,” she said.
But at the same time she gought

to emphasise that the Chlnese

would not put an end to their
nuclear modernisation even if
the US were to abandon its mis-
sile defence plan. -

There, however, is no mistak-
ingthe Us plan to win over China
on the missile defence issue. A
move is afoot to offer China an
advance look at plans for tests to
allay fears that it might be th-
reatened by the missile shield
that is geared to take on “rogue

states” like North Korea, Irdn

and Iraq.




Beijing, Aug. 24 (Reuters): China
said today it had stuck by its com-
. mitments to non-proliferation
after talks with the US ended with
Washington casting doubt over
Beijing’s pledge not to spread bal-
listic missile technology.

“The Chinese government has
always taken a sincere and re-
sponsible attitude towards the
question of non-proliferation and
strictly abides by relevant: poli-
cies,” state radio quoted foreign
ministry spokesman Zhu Bangzao
as saying. :

A US delegation led by deputy
assistant secretary of state Vann
Van Diepen held talks with Chi-
nese counterparts yesterday but
cancelled tentative plans to con-
tinue for a second day, a US em-
bassy spokesman said.

The US state department said
yesterday the talks in Beijing were
inconclysive and US delegates
wanted further consultations.

“We have not yet been fully sat-
isfied in our discussions with
them ... we need to have more dis-
cussions on the subject,”
spokesman Philip Reeker said in
Washington.

“We will need to do additional
work to clarify China’s willing-
ness to implement fully the terms
of the November 2000 missile
agreement, so that will continue
to be a topic in our bilateral dia-
logue,” Reeker added.

Washington has highlighted
missile proliferation as d top issue
as the US and China rebuild ties
after clashes over defence and
human rights in the first half of
2001. The US wants China to abide
by the November 2000 commit-
ment not to help any country de-
velop ballistic missiles that can be
used to deliver nuclear warheads
and to stick to the missile technol-

ports are untrue.

hina plggge

ogy control regime — a voluntary
accord that tries to limit missile
exports to unstable regions.

President George W. Bush is
under pressure to impose sanc-
tions on certain Chinese compa-
nies following reports that they
transferred missile components
to Pakistan this year.

China says it has abided by the
commitment and demands that
the US lift a ban on licences for US
satellite exports to China.

“The Chinese side urged the
US side to implement the policies
it announced last November and
take timely and concrete meas-
ures to help Sino-US cooperation
in the field of satellite launching
to return to a normal track at an
early date,” Zhu said. ;

US officials say the White
House is likely to delay indefinite-
ly a decision to remove the ban
until it is satisfied by China’s as-
surances.

Both sides are keen to clear up
the issue ahead of a planned sum-
mit in China in October, when
President Jiang Zemin will meet
Bush for the first time.

Two influential US Senators,
including Senate foreign relations
committee chairman Joseph
Biden, urged the White House last
week to impose sanctions on Chi-
nese companies for transferring
missile components to Pakistan
this year.

The Washington Times had re-
ported that the government-
owned China National Machinery
and Equipment Import and
Export Corp sent a dozen ship-
ments of missile components to
Pakistan by truck this year, in
viokation of the November 2000
agreement.

China and Pakistan the re-

THE

AL o
PRI o 1 FVIRY VO |

TELZGRAPH



Washington, Be
technology tr%nsfer

missile
i S

US ARMS experts started talks
in Beijing on Thursday on alle-
gations that China violated a
pledge not to spread ballistic mis-
sile technology, the US embassy
said,

The US delegation, led by
deputy assistant Secretary of
State Vann Van Diepen, was like-
ly to continue talks on missiles
with Chinese counterparts on
Friday, an embassy spokesman

said.

Washington has highlighted
missile proliferation as one of
the top issues as the United
States and China rebuild ties
after clashes over defense and
human rights in the first half of
2001.The United States wants
China to abide by a November
2000 commitment not to help any
country develop ballistic mis-

Beijing, August 23

H- 1
siles that can be used to deliver
nuclear warheads, and to stick to
the Missile Technology Control
Regime, a voluntary internation-
al accord that tries to limit mis-
siles exports to unstable regions.

President Bush is under pres-
sure to impose sanctions on cer-
tain Chinese companies follow-
ing reports that they transferred
missile components to Pakistan
this year.

China says it has stuck to its
commitments on missile prolif-
eration and demands that the US
lift a ban on issuing licenses for
US satellite exports to China in
exchange.But the White House is
likely to delay indefinitely a deci-
sion to remove the ban until it is
satisfied by China’s assurances,
US officials say. Both sides are
keen to clear up the issue ahead
of a planned summit in China in
October, when President Jiang

1jing

discuss

Zemin 111 meet Bush for the
first time.The embassy said
Thursday’s US delegation would
discuss “missile non-prolifera-
tion issues, including the imple-
mentation of the November 2000
missile non-proliferation
arrangement.”

Two influential US Senators,
including Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee Chairman
Joseph Biden, urged the White
House last week to impose sanc-
tions on Chinese “entities” for
transferring missile components
to Pakistan this year.

“Senior Chinese leaders have
assured us that China will live up
to its responsibility to uphold UN
Security Council resolutions and
has indieated the Chinese have
taken steps to ensure that Chi-
nese companies abide by these
resolutions.” .

Reuters
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“#China, Pak. maintain

% By Amit Baruah \e( ‘) - \a

SINGAPQRE, AUG. 19. Way back in June 1983, the
United Btates had concluded that China was
assistance to Pakistan’s programme
a nuclear weapons’ capability.

A declassified U.S. State Department brief-
ing paper entitled The Pakistan Nuclear Pro-
gramme of June 23, 1983, posted on the
website of the National Security Archive of Ge-
orge  Washington  University  (http://
www.gwu.edu.nsarchiv) is unambiguous on
China’s support for Pakistan's programme.

“We have concluded that China has provid-
ed assistance to Pakistan’s program(me) to
develop a nuclear weapons capability. Over
the past several years, China and Pakistan
have maintained contacts in the nuclear
field,” the hitherto ‘secret’ document said.

“‘For some time, China's involvement was
limited to aspects of the KANUPP power reac-
tor at Karachi. We now believe cooperation
has taken place in the area of fissile material
production and possibly also nuclear fissile
design,” the paper said.

According to the paper, the 1.S. had infor-
mation that the Pakistani nuclear programme
began soon after the 1974 nuclear test. ““The
work was given to an organisation within the
Pakistani Atomic Energy Commission, which
handled such topics as implosion hydrody-
namics, neutronics, high explosives testing,
and metallurgy, including packaging of high
explosives.”

“Subsequently, work was done on an elec-
tronic triggering circuit for nuclear device det-
onation, as I as experiments on

conventional-a5 well as shaped changes. This

work complemented the acquisition of re-
processing and enrichment capability,” it
said.

“We believe that Pakistan has already un-
dertaken a substantial amount of the neces-
sary design and high explosives testing of the
explosive triggering device for a nuclear explo-
sive device and we believe Pakistan is now
capable of producing a workable package of
this kind. The nuclear explosive development
programme has attempted to purchase cam-
eras and camera equipment specifically for
nuclear-related explosives work,” the State
Department said nearly 20 years ago.

The document also reveals that the State
Department had precise information about
Pakistani nuclear plans and actions and the
Chinese connection in these.

“‘In enrichment, Pakistan is embarked on an
effort to build a gas centrifuge facility capable
of producing high enriched uranium. Devel-
opment of a centrifuge enrichment facility in
Pakistan was begun in earnest in 1975 and is
now centred at Kahuta near Islamabad. The
plant is to eventually house several thousand
machines.

“The program(me) uses European technol-
ogy (the designs for the machines were stolen
by a Pakistani national) and has involved en-
ergetic procurement activities in various
countries. The Engineering Research Labora-
tories (ERL), the organisation responsible for
Pakistan’s unsafeguarded enrichment pro-
gram(me) has long relied on an international
network of procurement agents and front or-

eg contacts in n-field’

““We believe that the Pakistanis have experi- |

enced difficulty in making there centrifuge
machines work and that the Pakistanis have
not yet produced any significant quantities of

enriched uranium. Because of these oper- |

ational problems, the Pakistanis in the recent
past sought help from the Chinese. We do not
know what the present status of that cooper-
ation is,” the paper said.

In its introduction, the document said: :

“There is unambiguous evidence that Pakis-
tan is actively pursuing a nuclear weapons de-
velopment program(me). Pakistan’s
near-term goal is to have a nuclear test capa-
bility, enabling it to explode a nuclear device if
Zia (ul-Haq) decides it appropriate for diplo-
matic and domestic political gains. Pakistan’s
long-term goal is to establish a nuclear deter-
rent to aggression by India, which remains Pa-
kistan’s greatest security concern.”

The Chinese role in Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme has been long suspected, but this de-
classified U.S. State Department document
confirms that Washington has been aware of it
for at least 20 years.

This document also reveals that the U.S.,
while being aware of the Pakistani programme
backed by China, did not take any steps at the
time to prevent Islamabad from acquiring this
capability. Given the context of the CIA-ISI
nexus and the ‘Afghan jehad’ against the then
Soviet Union, Washington, obviously, had dif-
ferent priorities in the 1980s.

The then U.S. President, Mr. Ronald Reagan,
was criticised for waiving laws that would have

ganisations to purchase the equipment for use/?;r‘%ed—aid to Pakistan for importing certain

in its gas centrifuge plant....” A

chnologies relating to nuclear weapons.



1ow of force

o Off China a8

HONG KONG, AUG. 18. Two U.S. air-
craft carriers have held exercises
in the South China Sea in what is
believed to be a response to the
Chinese army manoeuvres in the
Taiwan strait, a newspaper report
said today. The one-day exercise,
which took place on Friday, in-
volved two aircraft carriers and 13
warships and submarines, the
Hong Kong based south China
Morning Post reported.

The show of force took place as
the Chinese army stages exercises
around Dongshan island involv-
ing troops, fighters, warships and
missiles. The exercises in the Tai-
wan strait began on Sunday and
will continue into next week.

A spokesman for the U.S. Sev-
enth Fleet denied that the U.S. ex-
ercise was designed to send a
specific message to China and
said it had been staged because of

the coincidence of two aircraft
carriers passing through the same
region. The USS Constellation is
on its way to San Diego after a
six-month deployment to the Ara-
bian gulf and the USS Carl Vinson
is on its way to the West Asia.

But London-based defence
analysis, Mr. Paul Beaver, told the
newspaper: ‘“There are no coinci-
dences around the Taiwan strait
and the Americans would have
been fully aware of the PLA’s
(People’s Liberation Army) exer-
cises when they planned this.

““They are demonstrating to the
PLA that they have an interest in
the future of Taiwan.” Mr. Joanna
Kidd, naval analyst, at the Inter-
national Institute of Strategic
Studies in London, told the news-
paper: “It is a very obvious re-

sponse to the (Chipdse army)
exercise.” — DPA




US-China ro

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA fc
BEUING, AUG13

WITH China summarily reject-
ing the Pentagon’s cheque for a
paltry sum of $34,576 for the ser-
vices rendered during the US spy
plane ordeal, the stage is set for fur-
ther acrimonious exchanges and
hard negotiations over the April
one incident, analysts said.

“Anybody with common sense
will know this sum is not reason-
able,” Zhu Feng, an associate pro-
fessor at the Institute of Interna-
tional Studies of Peking University,
said commenting on the US rejec-
tion of a $1 million-claim by China.

China had submitted a bill for

over Spy plane again

Véllhon earlier this summer for

i handlmg of the EP-3 plane that

collided with a Chinese fighter jet .

over the South China seaon April 1.
China held the 24-member EP-
3crew for 11 days after the collision
inastand-off that strained Sino-US
relations. Beijing forced the Penta-
gon to dismantle the spy plane and
it had 10 be flown back to the
United States in a chartered cargo
aircraft on July 3. Describing as
“unreasonably low”, the Penta-
gon's cheque for $34,576, Zhu told
the official China Dailv that such a
low payment shows that the US of-
ficials wish to “confuse and blur”
their responsibility in the incident.
Zhu noted that the payment is-

sue has been politicised within the
US. Anti-China forces there already
were angered by the Bush adminis-
tration’s apology for the collision
saying the US should not pay any-
thing to China. Remarks by US offi-
cials also show arrogance, Zhusaid. .
Pentagon Spokesman, Rear
Admiral Craig Quigley, said the
payment is “non-negotiable. That is
the end of it.” On Saturday, China
said the so-called decision by the
US side on its payment to Chinare-
lating to the spy plane incident is un-
acceptable. “The so-called *deci-
sion’ is unacceptable to China both
in its content and form,” Chinese

Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman
Zhang Qiyue said. /
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“China deples missile parts transfer <

Beijing, August 7 4—5\ \1)7 3

CHINA ON Tuesday rejected the
Washington Times report that a
state-controlled Chinese firm
supplied Pakistan with 12 con-
signments of missile compo-
nents for its Shaheen range of
missiles.

“This US newspaper always
spreads groundless rumours
which are irresponsible and slan-
der china of undertaking prolif-
eration,” Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Zhu Bangzao
said when asked to comment on
the front-page report that
appeared Monday.

“Reports like these are not
worth commenting,” Zhu added.
According to the report, the

W, N WANTS BEWJING TO STICK TO PACT
STATE DEPARTMENT spokesman Richard Boucher has said the
US will carry out its part of bilateral agreements with China only
if Beijing abides by its part. While refusing to speculate whether
China did transfer missiles to Pakistan, Boucher said the US has
been watching very closely the issue of Chinese missile transfers.

Terming the results of the Chinese implementing the agree-
ments as mixed, Boucher said: We reached agreement in Novem-
ber 2000 that they would not assist any country in any way with
missiles and missile technology development. We expect them to
abide by that agreement. We intend to do our part of that agree-

ment.

Reuters, Washington

stateerun China  National
Machinery and Equipment
Import and Export Corporation
(CMEC) sent a dozen shipments
of missile components to Pak-
istan in violation of “Beijing’s

pledge in November 2000 not to
support nuclear missile pro-
grammes of countries such as
Pakistan.

The report, quoting US Intelli-
gence officials, said the Chinese

company supplied missile com-
ponents for Pakistan’s Shaheen 1
and Shaheen II missile pro-
grammes.

A US spy satellite detected the
latest shipment when it arrived
by truck at the mountainous
region on the China-Pakistan
border on May 1. It was one of
the 12 missile component trans-
fers detected by US intelligence
agencies since the beginning of
the year, the report said.

On November 21, 2000, under
the US-China agreement, China
said it had no intention to assist
in any way any the country in the
development of ballistic missiles
that ‘could be used to deliver
nuclear weapons.
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/38 VA SINO-U.S. Ki-ENGAGEMENT '

CHINA'S NEW DETERMINATION to shape a fu-
turist international order is becoming increasing-
ly evident on two inter-related fronts. For several
months now, China has made no secret of its
policy of gravitating towards Russia to discover
some common strategic space in the global are-
na. In a sense, this seems to have fetched Beijing
some significant dividends already. Look at the
“constructive” warmth in Washington's re-en-
gagement with Beijing at this stage. Gen. Colin
Powell, the U.S. Secretary of State, seems to have
blazed a new trail in this connection during his
latest visit to Beijing. His diplomatic style might
largely account for the relative low level of ran-
cour during this U.S.-China encounter — the first
major bilateral political dialogue since the show-
down last April between the two over a mid-air
collision involving an American spy plane and a
Chinese fighter aircraft. Unconcealed beyond
Gen. Powell’s politeness, though, is the obvious
American gameplan of trying to let China see the
potential benefits of a reasonably cooperative re-
lationship with the United States. From the
standpoint of the present Bush administration in

Washington, the Chinese have already made
much common cause with the Russians. The 8i-

no-Russian concert is the strongest in fine-tu-
ning a disapproval of the current U.S.’ plans for a
missile defence system, which might still leave
the other major powers feeling vulnerable de-
spite the relevant American assurances. It is this
aspect of the trilateral equations among the U.S.
and China as also Russia that should explain the
new echoes in the Washington-Beijing dialogue.

The American ideas for a missile defence
network still seem to constitute a theme song of
the future. However, Gen. Powell’s latest parleys
in Beijing are significant for the questions he
raised in respect of China’s adherence to its own
pledge to refrain from promoting the nuclear and
missile development programmes of other coun-
tries. China made a sweeping commitment of

~ture of the Sino-American re-engagement in

this order in November last year in\t ontext of
the pressure exerted by the previous)Clinton ad-
ministration in this sensitive sphere of global
concern. A matter of direct concern to India is
the extent of China’s restraint in fostering Pakis-
tan’s nuclear and missile programmes. Gen. Po-
well has now made clear America’s intentions of
monitoring China’s behaviour in the related |
realms of nuclear non-proliferation and restraint
in transferring missile-related knowhow. Beijing’
has proved itself adept at raising the level of
Washington's confidence in their bilateral dia-
logue. The related evidence can be found in the
manner in which Beijing has been responding to
Washington’s concerns over the human rights of
some of the U.S.-favoured persons who were
convicted in China for alleged spying.

To manage the current international com-
plexities with considerable freedom of action, the
U.S. seems to have decided, at least for the pre-
sent moment, to banish the images of a Second
Cold War involving either China or even a post-
Soviet Russia. Not surprisingly, therefore, Gen.
Powell is now clearly seeking to redefine the fu-

terms other than a strategic “competition”. The
U.S. Secretary of Defence, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
widely seen to be more hawkish than Gen. Powell
in viewing China, is also saying that he has “no
Rumsfeldian code” to describe the current up-
turn in bilateral ties. The U.S. is signalling, too,
that the Chinese will be allowed a certain comfort
level to find their feet on the international stage
even as they enter the World Trade Organisation
sooner than later. Yet, in a totally conventional |
style of keeping as many options open as pos-
sible, Washington has indicated its resolve to sus-
tain its pressure on China in regard to the
U.S.-reliant Taiwan. It isno less a s1gn of Beijing’s
dilemmas, . as it prepares to organise the 2008
Olympics, that the U.S. will continue to watch
China over human rights issues.
L
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China ridicules U.S. attitgde

to $1m. invoice on spy plane

BEUING: China’s official media
on Wednesday castigated the U.S.
for its handling of the one million
dollar bill given by Beijing for serv-
ices rendered during the US. spy
plane episode calling it an “arro-
gant and insulting behaviour.”

“It is not simply a matter of
money, but rather a matter of US.
attitude on bilateral relations and
accountability in the global com-
munity,” the official China Daily
said in an editorial. t

“In fact, considering tHha &/hina
has lost a pilot and an aircraft, the
one million dollar bill is jus§a drop
in the ocean,” it said. )

The US. is still refusing to pay
China the one million dollar
demanded in payment for costs
incurred by the unauthorised land-
ing of its spy plane at a Chinese air-
field in South China’s Hainan
island on April 1, it said.

- The US,the wealthiest country
‘in the world, has become too arro-
gant to accept the Chinese bill and
+has instead sent a non-negotiable
cheque for $34,576 to China, it
said. It is perhaps absurd that the
‘perpetrator is unilaterally setting
the figure for the amount of com-
penisation and imposing it on the
-victim, the paper said.

It does not take a maths genius
_to calculate the expense for taking
care of the 24-member crew and
planc. The cost of feeding and
housing them, and the team of con-
tractors that came in and removed
the I:P-3 reconnaissance plane,

adds to a lot more than $34,000,
the daily said.

China has already rejected the
U.S. cheque though pentagon has
said the amount was non-nego-
tiable. “The so-called ‘decision’ is
unacceptable to China both in its
content and form,” Chinese for-
eign ministry said4

a statemegt
on August 11. -\

“We urge the U.S. side t& corre:
its erroneous decision, and take
into consideration the reasonable
request of the Chinese side for an
appropriate settlement of the pay-
ment issue,” the statement said.

The crippled U.S. spy plane land-
ed on Hainan island after colliding
with a Chinese fighter plane above
South China sea. China forced the
US. to dismantle the $80 million
plane into three parts and then
allowed it to be flown back to the
US. In a chartered cargo plane.

China held the 24 crew members
for 11 days after the collision
which resulted in a serious diplo-
matic stand-off between Beijing
and Washington. The issue was
resolved only after the U.S. apolo-
gised for the military accident in
which a Chinese plane was lost and
pilot killed.

Angered by the Chinese handling
of the EP-3 episode, the U.S. house
of representatives last month
voted overwhelmingly to stall the !
use of funds from the state, com-
merce or justice departments of
the US. government to pay any ,
request or claim by China. pry i
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" a strategic

@E\(?)fmpetitor: USA

| AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CANBERRA, July 30. - In the
; lexicon of George W Bush’s ad-

ministration, China is no longer
a “strategic competitor” - a
phrase coined by the President
during his campaign to describe
. US relations with Beijing.

. But the Secretary of State, Mr
! Colin Powell, and the Defence
. Secretary, Mr Donald Rums-
feld, said here today that the

character of the critical Sino-
US relationship. '
In a rare joint appearance af-

ter Australia-US security meet- |

' ings here, Mr Powell and Mr

Rumsfeld were pressed to de-

 fine US relations with Beijing -

" and denied that any gaps exis-

" ted between them on the issue.

“My personal view is that the
People’s Republic of China’s fu-
ture is not yet written —~ they are
evolving, our relationship with
them is multi-faceted... what
kinds of decisions they will make
over the coming period I think is
unclear,” Mr Rumsfeld said.

He said he had never favoured
the designation “strategic com-
petitor” and quipped: “I haven't
put any Rumsfeldian code words
on it.” The phrase was meant to
differentiate the Bush regime’s
China policy from that of former
president Bill Clinton’s adminis-
tration, which framed policy hop-
ing that in time, Beijing could
become a “strategic partner”.

Mr Powell told reporters on
his plane yesterday en route
from Beijing to Australia that
he had stopped using the term.

“The relationship is so complex

¢ with so many different elements
to it that it’s probably wiser not

. to capture it with a single word

- or a single term or cliche.”

' US warning: The US national
security adviser, Mr Condoleez-
za Rice, has warned China that
transferring weapons of mass

jury is still out on the ultimate §

A person wears a gas mask in
protest against the Nuclear Missile
Defonce plan, near the US consulate
in Sydney on Monday. — AP/PTI

destruction to countries that are
of security risk wouldn’t be in the
interest of developing Sino-US
relationship to its full potential,
adds UNI from Washington.

In an interview to CBS TV, Ms
Rice said China needs to have a
good relationship with USA to
realise its full potential in the
world arena and warned that
“if China continues to behave
this way” it would jeopardise
its relationship with USA
reaching its full potential.

“If China is transferring weap-
ons of mass destruction and the
means to deliver them to coun-
tries that are not responsible or
to countries that are security
risks, I think we are not going
to have the kind of US-China
relationship develop that we
would like to have,” she
added.

Defending USA’s recent rejec-
tion of a number of internation-
al treaties, Ms Rice said signi
bad treaties wouldn’t be
tainable with the US peoplé.




(Gao before
Powell VlSlV

FROM MICHAEL BATTYE

Beijing, July 26 (Reuters): China
today expelled a second US-based
scholar convicted of spying and
opened the door for the departure
of a third ahead of fence-mending
talks with the US at the weekend.

Gao Zhan boarded Northwest
Airlines flight 088 from Beijing
and headed for Detroit two days
after she was sentenced to 10 years
in jail for gathering intelligence
for Taiwan. China granted her
medical parole for a heart condi-
tion.

Shortly after Gao’s plane took
off, the Chinese foreign ministry
announced medical parole had
been granted to Qin Guangguang,
also sentenced to 10 years in jail
on Tuesday on charges of spying
for Taiwan.

With ‘'US secretary of state
Colin Powell due in Bejjing at the
weekend, there was no immediate
word on when Qin, who warks for
a US medical group and is avisit-
ing scholar at the University of
Michigan, the University of
Chicago and Stanford, would
leave China.

Nor was there any word of
progress on three other cases in-
volving US citizen Wu Jianming,
held for spying for Taiwan, and
permanent US residents Liu Yap-
ing, and Teng Chunyan.

Liu is being detained over a
business dispute and Teng isina
labour camp for her participation
in the outtawed Falun Gong spiri-
tualmovement.

Gao’s husband, Xue Donghua

told Washington television sta-
tion WUSA-TV he was thrilled she
was'on her way home five months
afte being taken into custody as
shewas about to board a US-
bound flight with him and five-
year-old son Andrew.

“Ffljust hand over Andrew to
herT tell her ‘Here you go,
re’d Your boy’,” Xue said. “An-
wis ery happy.”

Gao s Beijing lawyer, Bai Xue-
iao, d-the had been notified

Gao Zhan with her son. (AFP)

medical parole.

Alawyer from his office went
to the police station this morning
and escorted her to the airport,
Bei said.

The flurry of expulsions began
yesterday when academic Li
Shaomin, an American citizen
convicted of spying for Taiwan,
was put on a flight to San Francis-
co.

Only hours after Li, a maiage.

ment professor at City Universiy,
in Hong Kong, flew out of Beijing,
Powell met Chinese foreign minis-
ter Tang Jiaxuan in Hanoi, where
they were attending a regional se-
curity meeting.

Washington had pushed the
Chinese government — “at every
level”, according to US spokes-
men —for Gao to be freed and a se-
nior US official accompanying
Powell said Gao and Qin were dis-
cussed in the talks with Tang.

Powell is due to hold more top-
level talks in Beijing on Saturday
and the expulsions point to a seri-
ous attempt by China to improve
relations with the US administra-
tion of President George W. Bush,
which got off to a rocky start earli-
er this year.

Powell said he was very
pleased Gao was on her way home
but he has also made clear several

times over the past few daygthat
Washington is upset at

AN



~U.S. must be ready

w-Yto face
fro

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 25. The United
States must have a strong military
presence in Asia to deter future
© threats from China; and that
“weakness” should never be a
“first choice”, says the Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
in an interview to The Washington
Times.

Mr. Rumsfeld, a hawk in the
Bush administration, argued that
China faces an uncertain future,
perhaps even unstable given the
fact that it strives to move to the
path of capitalism at the same
time retaining a tight fisted politi-
i cal control. “My view of China is
* that its future is not written and it
is being written.”

The Defence Secretary is a
. known hardliner on China but
I has chosen to pass off his percep-
tions as something as old fash-
ioned realism. ““I never believed
that weakness was your first
choice. I have always felt that
weakness is provocative, that it
kind of invites people to do things
that they otherwise wouldn’t
think about doing,” says Mr.
Rumsfeld in the interview.

For a person who has some
strong views on both convention-
al and non-conventional military
force and posturings, Mr. Rums-
feld has made it plain that while
the Pentagon may be getting
ready for a new strategy for Asia, it
did not mean that other regions of
the world such as the Persian Gulf
and Europe were being written
off.

The new strategy for Asia is
pinned on the thinking that that
part of the world “is different
from Europe in terms of distanc-
es, in terms of the kind of coun-
tries that are there and the nature
of the political and economic sys-

tems”, Mr. Rumsfeld argued.

The Pentagon, in his view, has
to have different capabilities to
deal with the different challenges
of Asia. ‘... in the first instance for
- the purpose of deterring, and in
the second instance, for the pur-
pose of prevailing” in the event of
¢ a conflict, he said.

There have been quiet and yet
. serious discussions within the
| Bush administration on this new
strategy for Asia that seeks to fac-
i tor in both the short term and the
longer term threats. One view is
that the U.S. may have to move

threats

China; Bumsfeld

more air and naval units closer to
the region to deal with potential
conflict spots in North Korea and
Taiwan.

But the emphasis has also been
on the longer term where the U.S.
is keen on building and develop-
ing capabilities to meet threats.
And the Bush administration has
been making the point that Beij-
ing has not only been involved in
the area of missiles but is also in-
vesting in such areas as intelli-
gence activities and information
warfare technologies.

“They are looking at things that
are not being looked at by a lot of
other countries in the world,” Mr.
Rumsfeld has told The Times.
That said the top Bush adminis-
tration official also made it clear
that there were limits to what it
was that the United States could
do to influence the scheme of
things in China, or have any im-
pact at all. “We as a country are
not unimportant, but it takes an
awful lot of countries behaving in
a way that can conceivably mod-
erate or affect the behaviour of a
country of that nature, that size,
that location, that history, that
view of themselves,” Mr. Rums-
feld pointed out.

Mr. Rumsfeld has not minced
words on the 1972 ABM Treaty
but has chosen to make the point
in the interview that it is not that
simple to walk away from the
agreement. “... these things are
complicated. Everyone has mul-
tiple audiences that they have to
deal with and I am sure that they
do there (Russia) and we do

here...””, Mr. Rumsfeld rem_gked—./
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Chmese scholar to be trie “fd next week:

Betjzng, July 21 Kg\V& v}\
GAO ZHAN, a US-based scholar
accused by China of espionage,
will go on trial on Tuesday — just
days before Secretary of State
Colin Powell arrives in Beijing
for a visit aimed at improving
strained bilateral relations.

Bai Xuebiao, a lawyer for Gao,
said Beijing’'s No. 1 Intermediate
People’s Court scheduled the
trial to begin on Tuesday The
timing suggested China did not
want Gao’s case to cloud Powell’s
visit, his first as secretary of
state.

“I head to China, confident
that we can build a more stable,
more constructive relationship
with the Chinese,” Powell said in
Washington, adding that he will
raise US concerns about
weapons proliferation, human

rights and religious i 1ssues

China’s detention of Gao and
other scholars and business peo-
ple with US links have added to
tensions between Beijing and
Washington.

The trial will come one day
after Clark Randt, the incoming
US ambassador to China, takes
up his post Monday:

Gao, a sociologist who works
at American University in Wash-
ington, was detained on Febru-
ary 11 at Beijing’s airport during
a family trip to China.

Her detention caused a diplo-
matic uproar because Chinese
authorities also temporarily held
her 5-year-old son, a U.S. citizen,
without notifying the US
Embassy as required by treaty:.

If convicted of espionage, Gao
could face a prison sentence of
three years to life imprisonment.

But Bai,
heartened by a cburt’s decision
on July 14 to deport rather than
jail another scholar, Li Shaomin,
convicted of spying in a case
linked to Gao’s.

“It will have an effect,” Bai
said. “These two cases are con-
nected. The handling of Li
Shaomin reflected how seriously
the court regarded the case. It
wasn’t extremely serious.”

Gao will be tried by the same
court that tried Li. But Li isa US
citizen while Gao is Chinese. She
only has permanent residency in
the United States of America.
Her status does not make it clear
whether the court could order
her expulsion.

Prosecutors charged that Li
spied for Taiwan, the self-govern-
ing island Beijing views as a
renegade province. But Bai said

did co o crime.”
_USA Today
-
HE ANDUY e ik
LOP’

.she dig

Gao’s indictment does not men-
tion Taiwan.

Bai and another lawyer from
the Lu Tong United Law Firm
will represent Gao in court.

They will visit Gao on Monday
to determine how she plans to
plead, Bai said. He said they
would argue either that she is
innocent or committed only
minor crimes.

But a lawyer representing the
scholar’s family in the United.
States, Jerome A. Cohen, said
Gao gave Li photocopied book
and magazine articles about Tai-
wan and its relations with China.
“She does not admit that she
committed the crime of espi-
onage but she does admit that
sgme things But she




By HARVEY STOCKWIN
e Times of India News Service
HONG KONG: No sooner had all the parts of the
U.S. Navy EP-3E ‘spy plane’ finally returned home for
re-assembly, China presented the U.S. with a bill for
$1 million for services rendered while it detained both
the crew and the plane on Hainan island.

The bill’s presentation came just as both nations
were talking about “putting the spy plane affair behind
us” but the bill neatly illustrated that this will be easier
said than done. Earlier, the Pentagon had indicated
that it would be willing to reimburse China for certain
limited expenses. But the excessive charges made by
the Chinese has quickly resulted in

China seeks $1 million, but
~ U.S. refuses to pay

international airspace are perfectly legal, and insist
that they will continue.

The Americans still put the blame for the incident on
the risky interception tactics practiced by the F-8 pilot
who died when his plane crashed after colliding with
the EP-3E. The Chinese still maintain, less plausibly,
that it was the EP-3E which rammed the F-8 and
Beijing continues to hail the pilot as a revolutionary
hero. The Americans have urged that a Sino-American
agreement be reached setting out rules for such aerial
interceptions but so far the Chinese have refused.

China has again demonstrated its extensive claims
to sovereignty over the whole of the South China Sea
as its insists that reconnaissance

the Americans compiling their own )—SPY PLANE AFFAIRﬂﬂights infringe its sovereignty. U.S,

equally excessive bill for the damages
brought about by the Chinese F-8 jet, plus the addi-
tional cost of dis-assembling the EP-3E, instead of
quickly repairing it and flying it back to the U.S.

“It is nice to know that the Chinese have a sense of
humour” was one U.S. officials reaction to Beijing’s
bill. Given the American sense of humour, it will
come as no surprise, when the U.S. bill is eventually
presented to the Chinese, if it also totals $1 million.

The bill is a small additional irritant, but there are
many other reasorts why the Hainan inci-

reconnaissance flights continue
because of China’s military build-up along its eastern
coast, and specifically because of China’s basically
belligerent stance towards Taiwan.

China has slightly toned down that belligerence
recently but continues to verbally attack Taiwan’s
democratic development at every opportunity. But
one unexplained reality is why the most aggressive
Chinese fighter tactics were deployed off Hainan,
rather than further north along the coast closer to
- . Taiwan, where U.S. reconnaissance

dent will not be easily forgotten and will The Amenams flights are also frequent. All told, the
hoth couniics The Amerisens wil not  Rave urged thata (TN TG oL R e
quickly forget that their flight crew were Sino-American Hainan incident suggest that a quick end
held ‘hostage’ for 11 days after the EP-3E agreement be to the deterioration in Sino-American
Ing at Limgshs i base m 1iinar, . Teached setting out - [5EC0 U B Creeotione

Those members of the China's Iules for such aerial doubt. The EP-3E itself will remain a
People’s Liberation Army, who lobbied interceptions but so symbol of Sino-American discord. In a
US piloteof the EPSE on s for they 187 the Chimese 3 o teships sunk a
intrusion into Chinese airspace and have refused Pearl Harbour to active service, the US.
their spying activities, will also find it dif- A Navy and Lockheed will strive to put the

ficult to be forgetful. This contrary perception under-
lines that while the incident may have nominally
ended, the two nations continue to regard it in com-
pletely divergent ways.

The Chinese still blame the Americans for carrying
out such spy flights along China’s coast, insist that
they are an infringement of Chinese sovereignty, and
demanding that all such flights should cease. The
Americans maintain that such surveillance flights in

plane back together and into the air again.

As far as is known, U.S. reconnaissance flights along
the China coast continue but to date no Chinese fight-
er has again pursued the same aggressive tactics of
ultra-close interception. another similar incident
remains quite likely ¥ice president Dick Cheney
summed up the ent situation in Sino-American
relations as the EP-3E incident ostensibly draws to a
close.

feiE TIMES OF WA
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WASHINGTON, July 7. -
The USA has no intention of
paying the “exaggerated” $ 1
million bill that China has
presented for expenses incur-
red by a downed USA spy
plane and its crew, an US of-
ficial said today.

“They presented us with
what we considered some-
what exaggerated charges,” a
senior US official said on con-
dition of anonymity.

The final total was in “the
order of $ 1 million,” the offi-

~USA refuses to'pay $1
spy plane bilqu’g

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE QT’ ’ci said.

Included are expenses of
the 24-member crew, which
was detained for 11 days after
its EP-3 surveillance aircraft
made an emergency landing
on China’s Hainan island on 1
April .

Other “repatriation” charg-
es were also included, as well
as expenses linked to the re-
covery of the aircraft, which
finally arrived back in the
mainland USA states in
pieces on a cargo plane on
Thursday.

“We will get back to them ...

m-~

China<

In the spirit with which they
presented it,” the official said.
The US navy plane was
forced into an emergency
landing after a collision with
a Chinese fighter jet, in which
the Chinese pilot was killed.
Washington only secured
the release of its crew when it
said it was “very sorry” for the

death of the Chinese airman.

But US officials refused to
apologise for the incident
which sparked a diplomatic
crisis, saying its plane was
flying in international air-
space and did nothing wrong.




UsS. Spy

larie’s fu
By Harvey StockwinP\e\’\L}o;‘kheed plant in

The Times of india News Servite

HONG KONG: When a dozen or
so Lockheed Martin technicians
fly out of Hainan on Wednesday at
8 a.m., it will nominally bring to an
end the crisis in Sino-American
relations which began when an
EP-3E reconnaissance plane was
forced to make an emergency
landing on April 1, after colliding
with a Chinese F-8 interceptor.

The final section, the fuselage, of
the American EP-3E was flown
out of Hainan’s Lingshui Air Base
on Tuesday afternoon at 4.45 p.m.
by a Russian A-124 transport air-
craft, ending the complex process
‘whereby the plane has been disas-
sembled prior to its return to the
United States.

Indicative of the US. Navy’s
intention to put the disassembled
plane together again as quickly as
possible, the A-124 carrying the
EP-3E fuselage will flv straisht to a

nited
States, via Manila and Hynolulu.
There it will be reassembley.

The wings, the engines, the tail
section and other parts of the
plane were earlier flown from
Hainan to Kadena Air Force Base
in Okinawa from where those
parts will be taken to Lockheed’s
plant in US. Air Force transports.
The use of the Russian Antonov
aircraft was necessitated because
the Chinese denied permission for
any US. aircraft to land at
Lingshui for the transport opera-
tion.

Whether the return of the EP-
3E will quickly end the deteriora-
tion in Sino-American relations
which the three month long affair
brought about is very much in
doubt.

The Chinese still blame the
Americans for the incident while
the Americans still blame the
Chinese, notably in the risky close
interceotion practised by the F-8

pilot, who died when his plane
crashed, and was hailed as a hero
in China. China retained the EP-
3E crew for a fortnight before
allowing their return, something
that still rankles the Americans.

The Americans wanted to repair
the plane and fly it out of Hainan.
The Chinese zefused to allow this
and initially wanted it broken up
into very small pieces which could
never have been reassembled.
Subsequently, Beijing compro-
mised to the extent of allowing the
disassembly now completed by
Lockheed.

The Americans have urged that
a Sino-American agreement be
reached setting out rules for aerial
interceptions but the Chinese have
refused. Instead, Beijing demands
that the U.S. ceases all reconnais-
sance flights off the Chinese coast,
a demand which Washington
rejects.

The U.S. maintains that its
reconnaissance fliehts are in inter-

age‘ﬂown out of China .~

national airspace. China has once
again demonstrated its extensive
claims to sovereignty over the
whole of the South China Sea as its
insists that the U.S. plane infringed
its sovereign airspace.

As far as is known, the US.
reconnaissance flights along the
China coast continue, but to date
no Chinese fighter has again pur-
sued the same tactics of ultra-close
interception. Given all these reali-
ties it is unlikely that the incident
will quickly be forgotten by either
side, although each will remember
it for different reasons.

Contacted by a Rochester, New
York radio station Monday, on his
first day back at work after his lat-
est heart ailment, vice-president
Dick Cheney summed up the pres-
ent situation in Sino-American
relations as the EP-3E incident
draws to a close. “We are not en
mies at this point (but we arg’)
probably not friends either’/Mr
Cheney said.
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‘Li calls for friendly
co-exislence |\

L] L]
with Americans
By Anil K Joseph \
BEIJING: Senior Chinese leader
T ggm 1t Peng  has
advocated
friendly co-exis-
tence” between
China and the
United States,
saying it would
benefit the peo-
ple of the two
= nations and
LiPeng help promote
world peace.

“China is the largest develop-
ing country and the US. is the
biggest developed country, so
the triendly co-existence of the
two nations benefits the people
and helps promote world peace
and stability.”” Mr Li, chairman of
the standing committee of
National  People’s Congress
(NP, Chna’s top legislative
body, said.

Mr 1Lt told a delegation
from  the US. House of
Representat-ives here on
Monday that the statesmen of the
two countries, including the par-
liament members, should be “far-
sighied™

‘China and the U.S. indeed
have differences, but they also
share common interests, which
transcend the differences,” Mr Li,
considered a hardliner, was quot-
«d by Xinhua news agency as say-
ing

The U.S. delegation was led by
representative Clay Shan and
president of the US.-Asia foun-
dation Richard Quick.

Mr Li said Beijing and
Washington had the responsibili-
ty i+ safeguard the peace and sta-
bility of the Asia-Pacific region
amd promote regional economic
growth and prosperity.

Mr Li, who ranked second in
the ruling Communist Party hier-
archy, said the two nations should
work jointly to crack down on
transnational problems like drug
trafficking and terrorism.

“Such  co-operation  will
become the foundation for Sino-
L.S. relations of mutual benefit,”
Mr Lt said.

Mr Lj told the delegation that
Cluna valued the important role
oi US. Congress and hoped it
would play a positive function in
promoting bilateral ties.

Clay Shan said contact
between the legisiators of the two
countries was beneficial for pro-
moting mutual understanding and
cooperation, which is the very aim
of his current visit.

This was Mr Li’s first meeting
with a U.S. delegation since the
mid-air collision between a U.S.
spy plane and a Chinese fighter
jet above the south China sea,
which led to a sudden chill in
Smo-U.S. relations.

Mr Li’s remarks follow a tele-
phone conversation between for-
cign minister Tang Jiaxuan and
118, secretary of state Colin
Powell on June 28 during which
both leaders discussed bilateral
tics and agreed to meet in Hanoi
this month.

Mr Powell has also accepted
Mr tang’s invitation to visit
Beijing later this month.

Meanwhile, American techni-
cians continued to disassemble
the EP-3 spy plane, which made
an unauthorised emergency land-
ing on the southern Chinese
island of Hainan on April 1, after
a mid-air collision with a Chinese
F-8 fighter jet. o)
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- China, U.S. close to deal
on spy plane ,, %

op\5

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAW 29. China and the United
States are on the verge of bringing to an end
the return of the spy plane which has been
sitting crippled on a tarmac of a military base
in the Hainan Island. Agency reports from
Reijing, quoting Foreign Ministry officials
there, say that the EP-3E navy surveillance
plane will be brought back to the U.S. in an
AN-124 cargo plane.

Even last week, there were similar reports
from Beijing promptly denied by the Pentagon
and other official sources here. The underlying
impression was that Washington was still hop-
ing that the plane, about the size of a Boeing
737, could be repaired and flown out.

The Bush administration has consistently
been demanding the return of the plane in-
volved in a collision off the South China Sea
on April 1. China detained the 24-member
crew for 11 days before releasing them; and
the subject of the plane’s return has been the
focus of some intense negotiations in the last
several weeks.

[deally, the U.S. would have wanted its tech-

nicians to fix the plane so that it can fly out —
a proposition which was too much for the au-

/

thorities in China. It was bad enough for Beij-
ing that the accident resuited in the loss of one
jet fighter and its pilot. And allowing the mil-
itary aircraft to take off on its own steam is
something that the Chinese have been stead- !
fastly refusing from the very beginning.

The fact that China has now apparently al-
lowed a cargo plane to land in the Lingshui air
base is in itself a major concession, if the ini-
tial stance was anything to go by. Beijing, for
instance, has been saying that the EP-3E
would have to be cut into small pieces and
shipped out — a proposition that was unac-
ceptable to Washington given that the $-80
million plane would have to be consigned to
the scrap heap.

The April 1 incident came at a time when
the Bush administration was already setting in
motion a so-called tough line vis-a-vis Beijing;
and the collision and the aftermath only went
to strengthen the hands of hardliners who
have been pushing for a strident anti-China
line for quite some time.

But there are those in the foreign policy es-
tablishment and outside who hope that the
Bush administration will keep its focus on the

larger aspects and the long term perspective in
the relations with Chin /
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U.S., China reach deal

over spy plane row, !

By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

HONG KONG: China and the U.S.
now appear to be within sight of a
compromise which will finally bring
the Hainan “spy plane incident” to
an end, as Beijing accepts what U.S.
defence secretary Donald Rumsfeid

] has called his second best option.

However, once again, as hap-
pened last week, China has unilat-
crally signalled agreement without
waiting for a bilateral announce-
ment with the US.

This unilateralism on China’s
part would seem to be a clear indi-
cation of Chinese concern lest fur-
ther disagreement over the EP-3E
continues to cloud the prospects for
the Sino-American relationship.

The spy plane incident began on
April 1 when a US. Navy EP-3E
collided with a Chinese F-8 jetin in-
ternational airspace off Hainan.
The F-8 crashed and its pilot was
killed, but the EP-3E made an
emergency landing at Lingshui
PLA Air Force base on Hainan is-
land, where it has rested ever since.

Last week, on May 24, Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman Zhu
Bangzao announced that China
had agreed to an American propos-
al that the ‘spy plane’ be broken up
and returned to America. All that
remained to be decided, Mr Zhu
then said, was whether the ‘pieces’
of the aircraft would be sent home
by cargo plane or ship.

The next day denials were quick
in coming from Washington DC. No
less a person than Mr Rumsfeld
made it clear that he had not re-
signed himself to doing what the
Chinese said the U.S. had agreed to
do. “The plane is surely repairable
and flyable and that would be our
first choice,” he then told journalists.

Mr Rumsfeld went on to clearly
indicate that another American
kowtow was not on his agenda, at
least not yet. “The next choice is to
disassemble the EP-3E as little as
possible —that is to say take the

'buu (»

-

wings off and send in a ve y larges
cargo plane. Put the fuselage in (the
cargo plane) and perhaps the wings
in another, and lift it all out, so tha
it could then be reassembled.”

But Mr Rumsfeld also noted that
the Chinese had raised another is-
sue -—"whether or not the runway
(at Lingshui) would take the weight*
of a cargo plane that large.” -

Late on Monday night Mr Zhvg
Bangzao indicated that China had
accepted Mr Rumsfeld’s suggested
compromise. “China has agreed in
principle that the U.S.should send a
commercial AN-124 cargo plane to
China to transport the disassenty
bled EP-3E plane out of the coun-
try,” Mr Zhu stated, “the two 51des :
are holding negotiations on rele- j
vant technical details.” e

As a result of the Memorial D.ay v
holiday in the U.S. this compromise;
has not yet been officially con-:
firmed there, but unnamed Ameri- |
can officials have indicated that an :
agreement in principle has been at- :
tained. The Chinese have clearly,
dropped their, in any case question: |
able, claim that the Lingshui runs |
way is unable to take such heavy :
aircraft. The Americans will be hir«"
ing a giant Russian, or Ukrainian
AN-124 Condor aircraft, the largest
jet transport in the world, p0551bly
through a British firm.

So the Americans will not have to °
cut the EP-3E into such small
pieces that it would never fly again,
The plane’s wings and tail will be
detached and, together with the
fuselage, placed on board one or
two AN-124 flights. Judged by Mr
Rumsfeld’s remarks, the plane can
be reassembled and flown again.
Against that, the Chinese get their
way in one important respect: the
Americans will not be allowed to
repair the EP-3E plane in Hainan
and fly it home directly.

So a final resolution of the affair
is within sight. But the hard fact re-
mains that compromise still too
nearly two months to attain. /
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tjjna urges US to lift
‘unreasonable’ sanctions

W
Beijing, June 28 (\ \,\‘b SO

CHINA URGED the USA today
to lift what it called “unreason-
able” sanctions imposed on a
Chinese firm accused of help-
ing Iran, in violation of inter-
national pacts to curb the
spread of deadly weapons.

The State Department did
not say which international
pact the offending company,
Jiangsu Yongli Chemicals and
Technology Import and Export
Corp, was alleged to have vio-
lated, but congressional aides
said it was probably the Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue said
China had fulfilled all its oblig-
ations under that convention.

“China opposes any country
developing chemical weapons
and would not assist any country
in doing so,” she said. “China
does not export chemicals, equip-
ment or technologies used for
making chemical weapons,” she
said. “The company in question
was engaged in normal interna-
tional chemical trade activities
which were in line with the goals
of the convention.”

(Meanwhile, the US ambas-
sador-designate to China, Clark
Randt, has said the Bush

‘Organ harvesting
reports haseless

CHINA REJECTED statements
made by a former army doctor that
Chinese doctors regularly removed
skin and other organs from exe-
cuted prisoners without their prior
permission aven as the US State
Department deplored the alleged
organ harvesting as “sensational
lies.” “Any clear-sighted person
can see that this is a vicious sltan-
der against China,” Chinese for-
eign ministry spokeswoman said
on Thursday. Beljing, AP

administration would “engage
and cooperate with China
where we can, and compete
with or oppose China where we
must,” reports PTL)

The sanctions were the first
imposed by the administration
of President Bush against a
Chinese firm for an alleged
non-proliferation violation, an
issue that has strained US-Chi-
nese ties in the past.

Bill Clinton imposed sanc-
tions against the same Chinese
firm in May 1997, accusing it of
transferring chemical weapons
components to Iran.

Reuters
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“U.S. using India card

BEVING, JUNE 24. With improve-
ment in Indo-U.S. ties, China’s
official media has launched a
sustained barrage against the
U.S. charging it with using India
to ‘contain’ China at a time when
Sino-U.S. relations have nose-
dived in the aftermath of the re-

cent American spy lane
incident. {;(? -1 /(%
“It is hoticealle that| the

abrupt warming in Indo- U.$.
lations occurred just as a
of difficulties, including h
rights conflicts and U.S.
sales to Taiwan, emerged in Si-
no-U.S. relations,” the official
Outlook magazine commented.

The Chinese official media has
taken note of the fact that the
U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, went out of the way to
meet the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, at the
White House in April, when
Washington’s ties with Beijing
were severely strained over the
U.S. spy plane issue.

“It is more than coincidental
that the ‘unexpected meeting’
Mr. Bush initiated with Mr. Singh
occurred not long after the mid-
air plane collision off Hainan Is-
land, and at a time when China
was protesting the rude and un-
reasonable U.S. attitude,” the
magazine said. It said that while
the U.S. announced resumption
of military exchanges with India,
the Pentagon had declared it
would examine U.S.-China mil-
itary exchanges on a case-by-
case basis. The Chinese Foreign
Miunistry, however, said the grow-
ing Indo-U.S. ties would be con-
ducive to regional peace and
stability.

“We hope that the develop-

ment of U.S.-India bilateral rela-
tions would be conducive for
peace, stability and development
in the region,” the Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, Mr. Zhang Qiyue,
said when asked to comment on
Beijing's stance on the improve-
ment in relations between New
Delhi and Washington.

He did not react when asked to
comment on the views expressed
by the official Chinese media.

“It is the United States that has
been actively promoting Indo-
U.S. ties,”" a recent article in Qut-
look said adding “the carrot the
U.S. is offering to India is attrac-
tive, so no wonder India is tempt-
ed to move closer and closer to
the U.S.”

To rope in India, the U.S. first
catered to India’s “psychological
desire to be seen as a world pow-
er rather than a second-rate
country,” it said. The magazine
said the U.S. “sacrificed” rela-
tions with Pakistan to pander In-
dia, despite breaking the
strategic balance in south Asia.

Referring to the Bush adminis-
tration not sending its emissary
to Islamabad to consult on the
National Missile Defence system
while the U.S. Deputy Secretary
of State, Mr. Richard Armitage,
visited India, it said ‘“this was
something the Bush administra-
tion’s predecessors, including
the Clinton administration, had
not and would not have done.”

Further, the article said th¢
Bush administration had no ¢
sire to get involved in the Kash-
mir conflict, and regards the
Comprekensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) as “waste paper” because
of its desire to develop NMD. —
PTI
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U8, Chlna reach ‘compromise’
Mon “accession to WTO .o

Sambandan

GENEVA, JUNE 15, One of the most
high-profile processes in the
World Trade Organisation - Chi-
na's accession to the multilaterai
organisation - may have taken yet
another turn this week with a
“consensus’ reached between the
1J.S. and China on “major issues’”
at Shanghai, but there is still a cer-
tain element of uncertainty as the
details of the pact, especially that
relating to farm subsidies, remains
unclear.

The WTO's Director General,
Mr. Mike Moore, saw it as one of
the “most important decisions in
50 years.” However, unless the de-
tails of the agreement reached be-
tween the two major economic
players, representing contrasting
ideologies, are made known, it
would stili be a case of so near, yet
so far away. The sticking point
over China's accession to the WTO
has been the status it should be
accorded. While China has argued
for being included as a developing
country, the U.S. has been calling
for it to be considered a developed
country. The distinction is crucial
in that developing countries are
permitted to spend an equivalent
ofup to 10 per cent of their domes-

tic farm production as subsidies,
while the developed economies
would have to adhere to a 10 per
cent cap.

Compromise on farm
subsidies

Officials at the WTO remain
tight-lipped about what the agree-
ment has been, except to say that
“a compromise’’ was reached.
Such a compromise, according to
some trade negotiators, would
imply that the level of subsidies
permitted to China has been
placed between 5 per cent and 10
per cent - most likely in the range
of 8 per cent. This, according to
some trade representatives, would
connote a departure from the
rules-bound nature of the organi-
sation, which has mandated for
only two levels of farm subsidies.
However, this “departure”, it is
conceded, could be ‘corrected’ in
the instrument of accession.

There has been some build-up
as well to make the China acces-
sion to the WTO an issue before
the Doha Ministerial Conference
and that China is also broadly in
favour of a fresh round of trade ne-
gotiations is a point that is not
missed in briefings. The reasoning

behind China's call for a tresh
round is that in the event of it join-

'

ing the WTO, it would like to be -
right at the commencement of any |

fresh multilateral negotiations,

Yet another procedural aspect .

that would have to be completed is

in correlating domestic Chinese

laws for the compatibility with the
principles underlying the multifat-
eral trading body. This process, of-
ficials say, would take some time
to be completed.

Yet another imponderable that
awaits developing countries on the
effect of China joining the WTO is
on which side of the arguments it
would stand up for: the developed
or the developing. The farm sub-
sidy terms on which it joins the
organisation is also likely to reflect
that stance.

Though there has been a consid-
erable narrowing of bilateral polit-
ical differences in the multilateral
trading body, as is evident from
the common posture taken by In-
dia and Pakistan, the history of
collapsed pacts between the US
and China, as well as the recent
chill that descended between the

issue are testing points
holding firm.

- 7
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.
US, China
inch closer

V(e
to WTO pact

Shan}#ﬁi, June 9 @

¢ .

THE US and China on Saturday
said they had reached consensus
on issues holding up Beijing’s
entry to the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTQ) and would work
towards bringing China into the
global trade body by year-end.

The announcement followed
talks between China’s Foreign
Trade Minister Shi Guangsheng
and US trade representative
Robert Zoellick on the sidelines
of an Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) trade minis-
ters’ meeting in Shanghai.

“We are pleased to report that
the US and China have reached
consensus on major issues that
we discussed...China and the US
agree that we should now work
together in Geneva to complete
China's WTO accession,” the US
embassy in Beijing said.

The US wanted China to pay
tarm subsidies of just five per
cent as a developed country but
China insisted it could pay subsi-
dies of 10 per cent as a develop-
ing country.

The WTO has already
announced its members and
China will hold high-level talks

in
Reut?’
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~George Bush is confused, says Jiang

By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

HONG KONG: AS Sino-Ameri-
can relations continue to deterio-
rate, China’s communist leadership
is making an increasingly negative
personal assessment of President
George W. Bush, according to a

leading Hong g-based China-/
watcher. . \\ }
Earlier, as the é&h admirfistra-

tion took office, Chinese Presiden
Jiang Zemin seemed positivel
sanguine about the prospects for
China-U.S. ties, according to a
lengthy interview the Chinese
leader gave to the Washington Post.

On the one hand, Mr Jiang
thought that “no matter who ad-
ministers the government in the
U.S. and no matter what kind of
slightly different language he might
use, one thing is very certain: the
U.S. has to look at U.S.-China coop-
eration from a strategic standpoint,
looking at strategic interests”. Mr
Jiang went on to describe why he
thought those interests dictated co-
operation rather than conflict.

On the other hand, Mr Jiang,
confidently, though naively, antici-
pated that his personal connections
with the Bush family would help
the relationship 3¢ improve: “Bush
Senior came p¢er to China many
many times“and had many meet-
i ith’me. Barbara Bush also

definitely push Bush Junior to
bring U.S.-China relations to a new
level.”

That was said a week before the
US. Navy’s reconnaissance plane
collided with the Chinese jet off
Hainan, thereby beginning a
process whereby Sino-American
relations have definitely moved to
a “new level”, though not the posi-
tive one Mr Jiang had in mind
when he spoke to the Washington
Post.

Leading China-watcher Willy

|
George W. Bush Jiang Zemin

Wo-Lap Lam, reporting for the
Asia section of www.cnn.com, says
Mr Jiang has authored a biting and
negative 12-character epithet for
the new U.S. President: “Logically
unsound, confused and unprinci-
pled, unwise to the extreme.”
According to Mr Lam, a senior
but unnamed source had disclosed
that Mr Jiang offered this stinging
critique at a recent special meeting
of senior members of the Chinese
Communist Party Politburo to-
gether with leading foreign policy

experts, called to discuss “Bush’s
anti- China policies”.

But Mr Lam also reported that,
notwithstanding his negative as-
sessment of Mr Bush, President
Jiang urged a “wait and see” policy
fornow. -

“Let us find out more about what
Mr Bush wants to do with Taiwan,
the Dalai Lama and the missile-de-
fence system,” Mr Jiang was re-
ported as saying. “Let Mr Bush put
more cards on the table—and we
shall respond accordingly.”

There are several reasons why
the CCP might adopt this line. The
conclusion of China’s protracted
negotiations to join the WTO is in
sight. Another vote by the US.
Congress on trading relations with
China is due in June. The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee decides
on the host city for the 2008 Games
early July—and China desperately
wants Beijing to be chosen.

China hosts the annual APEC
summit in Shanghai in October and
Mr Bush is currently slated to visit
Beijing after that. Obviously China
would not want that visit post-
poned or cancelled.

Another motive for pursuing a cau-
tious reaction to Mr Bush is the
Chinese calculation that if Beijing
starts awarding business and in-
vestment opportunities to Europe
and Japan, corporate America will

pressure Mr Bush to put the stres;
on improving ties.
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China, U.S. agree on
“return of spy plane

BEUING, MAY 24. China said on‘% $ He gave no explanation for

' Thursday it had agreed to a China’s repeated insistence that
U.S. proposal to cut a stranded | the plane not fly home. U.S.
U.S. Navy spy plane into pieces | technicians had examined the
and ship it back to the United plane and declared it airworthy.

‘ Stfites- ] ] The mid-air collision, which
The U.S. Embassy in Beijing is believed to have killed the

said it could not confirm such Chinese fighter pilot, plunged
an agreement had been U.S.-Chinese relations to their
reached. lowest level since the NATO

It said the two sides were still  hombing of the Chinese
discussing the fate of the EP-3E  Embassy in Belgrade in 1999,
Aries I, which is parked on a
runway at a Chinese air base
on Hainan island in the South
China Sea since a mid-air
collision April 1 with a Chinese

The 24 U.S. crew members
were held for 11 days while
China demanded that
Washington apologise for the

fighter jet. collision.

The Foreign Ministry A spokesman for the U.S.
spokesman, Mr. Zhu Bangzao, Embassy said he couldn't
said the two sides were confirm such an agreement had
discussing details of the been reached to return the
transfer, including the date and  aircraft in pieces.
whether the pieCES of the “We are continuing our
aircraft would be sent home by  discussions in Beijing with the
cargo plane or ship. Chinese regarding the return of

“We do not agree to flying our aircraft,” said the
this plane out of China. That is  spokesman, who spoke on
impossible,” Mr. Zhu told customary condition of
reporters. anonymity. — AP

(3) ¥ (2)

The damaged U.S. Navy EP-3 electronic reconnaissance
plane parked at the Lingshui air base on China’s Hainan
Istand on April 3, 2001, in this photo released by

China’s official Xinhua news agency. -

-
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Bush steps on
China toes
with Dalai

reception

S. Rajagopalan H? ( (
Washington, May 24
PRESIDENT BUSH has made a
strong point in his continuing
face-off with China by receiving
its bete noire. the Dalai Lama,
and pledging full support to his
bid for a dialogue to preserve
Tibet’s identity and protect the
human rights of Tibetans.

A visibly pleased Dalai Lama,
who briefed Bush on his mission
for “genuine self-rule” in Tibet,
later told newspersons that Bush
shared his approach for such a
mutually equitable solution. He
was full of appreciation for
Bush’s “very genuine. human,
warm feelings”.

Bush'’s hospitality towards the
Tibetan spiritual leader came on
a day when the Chinese were cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary of
Tibet’s “peaceful liberation™ and
reacted with fury to Washing-
ton’s gestures to the “separatist”
leader.

A White House statement,
issued after the meeting, said
that Bush strongly reiterated the
US’s commitment to “support the
preservation of Tibet’s unique
religious, cultural and linguistic
identity and the protection of the
human rights of all Tibetans”.

“The President said he would
seek ways to encourage dia-
logue and expressed his hope
that the Chinese government
would respond favourably,” it
said.

The Bush administration’s
only accommodation to the
protesting Chinese was to char-
acterise the meeting as a “pri-
vate” one with a ‘“religious
leader”. Further, the meeting
was held not in the Oval Office,
but in the White House’s residen-
tial segment.

v

But an uggrade it definitely
was on Waghington’s part and
the Dalai /Lama's supporters
were quick to acknowledge that.
John Ackerly, spokesman for the
International Campaign for
Tibet, said: “It is nice to see that
His Holiness was finally awarded
this level of respect.”

During President Clinton’s
eight-year tenure, the Dalai
Lama had made five visits to
Washington, but during each of
these occasions the practice used
to be that Clinton would just
“drop by” at the Tibetan leader’s
meetings with officials. This
time round, Bush has received
him for an independent meeting,
albeit in the “residential” por-
tion.

The Dalai Lama, answering
newsmen’'s questions, main-
tained that he was not seeking
independence for Tibet. He said
he had told Bush that whenever
he would be meeting with the
Chinese leaders, he could assure
them that “I'm not seeking inde-
pendence”.

On the eve of his interaction
with Bush, the Dalai Lama met
Secretary of State Colin Powel],
who “listened very keenly” to his
ideas about “promoting human
and religious values and the situ-
ation in Tibet".

He also met the newly-appoint-
ed special coordinator for Tibet.
Under Secretary Paula Dobrian-
sky. whose appointment has been
criticised by Beijing.

The Dalai Lama employed sim-
ilar phraseology to describe his
meeting with Powell, saying that
the Secretary of State showed
“genuine human, warm feel-
ings”. Asked if he thought Pow-
ell would be a good human rights
defender, he said: I hope so, but
it’s too early to say.”
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China slams US
for hosting Chen,
Dalai Lama

Beijing, May 22

CHINA ACCUSED the United
States on Tuesday of “rude inter-
ference” in its domestic affaiys
by playing host to Beijing foes,
Taiwan President Chen Shui-
bian and Tibet’s exiled spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama.

“China has always opposed all
forms of official contacts with
Taiwan by countries with which
we have diplomatic relations,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhu Bangzao said of Chen’s two-
day stopover in New York.

China, which regards Taiwan
as a renegade province not enti-
tled to official links with the out-
side world, was “strongly dissat-
isfied and opposed” to Chen’s
American stopover and plans to
meet US lawmakers, Zhu told a
news conference.

China was also “concerned” at
plans for the Dalai Lama to meet
President Bush and Secretary of
State Colin Powell in Washington
this week, he said.

“We call on the US Govern-
ment to recognize Tibet as Chi-
nese territory, stop supporting
Tibetan independence and stop
using the Tibet issue to interfere
in China’s internal affairs,” Zhu
said.

Chinese anger at the Bush
administration allowing two of
its main political enemies on US
soil at the same time, comes
while Beijing is still smarting
from the April 1 Hainan island
spy plane incident and US arms
sales to Taiwan.

Ties are also strained by US
human rights criticism, particu-
larly over China’s harsh crack-
down on the Falun Gong spiritu-
al movement, and by US plans to
build an anti-missile shield
which Beijing fears will nullify
its strategic arsenal.

@ﬂ(

A CLOSE aide of Tibetan spiritual
isader the Dalal Lama on Tuesday
demanded immediate withdrawal
of most-favoured nation (MFN)
status on trade accorded to China
by ths US, The demand was made
by Tsewang C Tethong, aday -,
before the Dalai Lama meets
President George W Bush in
Washington. PT1, New Dethi

“Recently, the US Government
has taken a hard-line attitude
and policies toward China. On
issues such as Taiwan, Tibet and
religious affairs, it has endlessly
interfered in China’s internal
affairs and hurt China’s inter-
ests,” Zhu said.

In a private visit long expected
to rile Beijing, Chen arrived at
Newark International Airport in
New Jersey on Monday for a two-
night stopover on the way to El
Salvador, Guatemala, Panama,
Paraguay and Honduras.

Chen plans to meet US Con-
gressmen, receive a courtesy call
from New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani and visit the New York
Stock Exchange and the Metro-
politan Museum of Art.

On his way home, Chen is also
scheduled to stop for a night in
Houston, where senior Republi-
can House member Tom DelL.ay
plans to take him to an Astros
baseball game.

The last time a Taiwan leader
visited the United States was in
1995 when President Lee Teng-
Hui made a high-profile visit to
Cornell University, his alma
mater, in New York state.

Beijing was so angry, it briefly
downgraded ties with Washing-
ton and froze semi-official talks

with Taipei. Reutey
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/(fhma charg es
?'\US schola
with SPymg

HONG KONG, May 17. — Chi-

. nese authorities have formally

- charged an American business

- professor with spying for Tai-

wan, the professor’s wife said
today.

Mr Li Shaomin, a US citizen

who taught at the City Univer- .

sity of Hong Kong, disappeared

after crossing the border into

China on 25 February to see a
friend. Mr Li's wife, Mrs Liu
Yingli, said she received a
phone call on Tuesday from
China’s State Security Bureau

informing her that her husband -

had been formally arrested on
charges of spying for Taiwan.
“He is a scholar, What they ac-
cuse him of is pure nonsense,”
Mrs Li said. “T want the world to
know my husband has done not-
hing wrong,” she added.— AP
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China sl
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- BEIJING, May 16. — An US en-
voy left China today after a
failed bid to calm opposition to
Mr George W Bush’s missile d-
efence plans and with scathing

. accusations of anti-China “pro-
vocations” ringing in his ears.

- The Bush administration’s de-
cision to let Taiwan President,

' Mr Chen Shui-bian meet US
lawmakers in USA next week
was a “despicable breach of
trust and commitment”, the
China Daily said.

“Allowing Mr Chen to stay in
the USA and meet US lawmake-
rs is the latest example in a g-
rowing list of US provocations di-
rected at China,” the Communist
party paper said in an editorial.

The state department had said
on Monday that USA would let
Mr Chen stop on his way to and
from Latin America and meet
US members of Congress. This
permission to meet legislators
mark a departure from the
practice of the previous US ad-

" ministration, which imposed

. tight restrictions on what visit-

———
 REUTERS

Mr George W Bush

ing Taiwanese leaders could
and could not do.
Before leaving China, assis-
tant secretary of state, Mr
James Kelly said his talks on
Tuesday were “constructive”,
but hinted — as the Chinese for-
eign ministry had made clear -
there was no meeting of minds.
“We clearly still have differen-
ces of opinion but our consulta-
tions on this subject were con-
structive and constitute a good
beginning to a continuing dia-
logue on these important is-
sues, Mr Kelly said.
“I stressed that our plans for a

1S USA over Taiwan

missile defence system would
not be a threat to China,” he
said. “Rather, our approaches
are intended to defend against
threats or attacks from rogue

-1 states as well as from acciden-
. tal or unauthorised launches.”

Mr Kelly said his talks also
covered bilateral irritants such
as Taiwan, human rights and
the Hainan spy plane dispute.
But the Chinese foreign minis-
try said Mr Kelly’s assurances
and statements to the Chinese
team, including top disarma-
ment diplomat, Mr Sha Zu-
kang, would not budge Beijing.

“China’s position is uncha-
nged,” foreign ministry spokes-
man, Mr Sun Yuxi said before
Mr Kelly’s talks were over.

Mr Sun did not spell out China’s
unstated fears that a missile
shield would negate Beijing’s
small strategic nuclear arsenal.
But he said China was not pre-
pared to soften its opposition to a
National Missile Defence (NMD)
scheme and a Theatre Missile
Defence (TMD), proposed to pro-
tect allies such as Japan or US
troops in northeast Asia. /
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US envoy heads for

Beijing, May 13 (Reuters): A se-
nior US diplomat is due in Beijing
to explain President George W.
Bush’s anti-missile shield propos-
al to China, one of the world’s
most strident opponents of the
American plan.

. US assistant secretary of state
James Kelly is due to arrive late
:0on Monday, one of three delega-
tions of US envoys who have
fanned out across the globe seek-
dhg support for Bush’s plan.

Kelly, who is expected to talk
about Taiwan and other issues in
the troubled US-China relation-
ship, will get little more than a po-
lite hearing on the missile shield
plan, a leading Chinese security
scholar said.

“China’s stand is very firm:
We will not support the US plan to
build a National Missile Defence
system or a Theatre Missile De-
fence system,” said Yan Xuetong,
executive director of the Institute

g

VA

China
2\

of International Studjes at Ts-
inghua University.

“I think (Kelly) knows he can-
not expect cooperation from
China on this,” he said. China is
strongly opposed to the missile
shield plan, which could erode the
effectiveness of its nuclear arse-
nal and cover Taiwan, which Bei-
jing regards as a renegade
province which must be reunited
with the mainland, by force if nec-
essary. Chinese spokeswoman
Zhang Qiyue said in Pakistan yes-
terday she thought many nations
visited by US envoys shared Chi-
na’s scepticism about the plan de-
signed to thwart missile attacks
by so-called “rogue states” such as
North Korea and Iraq.

“I believe that everywhere the
delegations go there are many
questions raised and, as far as I
can see, there are more questions
than answers,” Zhang said.

Zhang, travelling in Islamabad
with Premier Zhu Rongji, spoke
after Pakistani military ruler Per-
vez Musharraf was quoted by the
official APP news agency as op-
posing the missile shield.

India had praised Bush’s vi-
sion of nuclear disarmament but
stopped short of endorsing the
missile shield programme during
a visit to New Delhi by US deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage. And Australia’s foreign
affairs minister Alexander Down-
er said he believed the US missile
defence system would go ahead
with broad international support,
despite misgivings expressed by a
range of natj including
Germany and
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China wurns 5 USA

<<)v'

1O

BEIJING, May 10. - China to-

TRUST OF INDIA g I\

day warned Washington not to |
damage bilateral ties by ar- |
. ranging meetings between the |
Dalai Lama and US leaders |

and government personnel.
Chinese

to visit USA.

“We have always opposed US !

: permission for the Dalai La-

ma’s activities in America,” Mr

Sun said when asked to com-

ment on the Tibetan leader’s :

three-week visit and planned
meetings with officials in
Washington.

The Tibetan leader is in USA
at a sensitive time in Sino-US
relations, following the 1 April
spy plane incident and the an-
nouncement of US arms sales
to Taiwan.

While it isn’t clear whether Mr
Bush will meet the Dalai Lama
and further antagonise the Chi-
nese, diplomatic sources here
did not rule out such a meeting.

While asking USA to adhere to
its commitment recognising Ti-
bet as part of China, Mr Sun
demanded that the Bush ad-
ministration shouldn’t support
“Tibet’s independence.”

US Congress resolution: The
US Congress has introduced a
resolution to support the Dalai
Lama’s participation in UN
meetings, release of the Pan-
chen Lama and an American
mission to Lhasa, a report from

foreign ministry |
spokesman Mr Sun Yuxi said |
China has lodged strong pro- |
tests with Washington over the
move to allow the Dalai Lama

Mr Bill Clinton at the Global
Economic Forum in Hong Kong
on Thursday - APIPTI

CLINTON CALLS FOR SINO-US PARTNERSHIP

HONG KONG, May 10. - Mr-
Bill Clinton today said Wash-
ington and Beijing should work |
as partners after acknowledg-
ing recent strains in relations '
between the two countries.
Addressing the closing session |
of a conference here, Mr Clin-
ton said differences of opinion
were bound to crop up, but’
their relationship didn'’t have to |
be adversarial. ‘
Mr Clinton, who met the Chi- .
nese President, Mr Jiang Ze- "
min, on the sidelines of the
Global Economic Forum yester-
day, said he had spent time and |
energy in building ties between |
“the world’s largest democracy |

. and the oldest and largest civilisation.” The new Bush adminis-
tration has classified China as a “strategic competitor” while .

the Clinton White House was

keen to build what it saw as a

partnership. China’s entry into the WTO, likely to occur before
' the year end, will increase China’s prosperity and “its interde- '
' pendence with the rest of the world,” Mr Clinton said. “It’s im-
perative to complete Chma s accession to the WTO at the earli-
" est possible moment,” he told delegates — AFP

Washmg‘ton says

Entitled The Tibet Policy Act
of 2001, it provides for Wash-
ington’s support for Tibet in the
UN and the Dalai Lama’s par-
ticipation in UN conferences.
“The US will seek ways to sup-
port economic development,
cultural preservation, health
care, education and environ-
mental sustainability for Tibe-
tans in Tibet,” the resolution
states.

It calls for setting up a special
working group on Tibet and co-

"HE STATESMAL

1 MAY 2001

difies the p051t10n of the spemal
coordinator for Tibetan issues
in the state department with
specific responsibilities for pro-
moting substantive dialogue
between China and the Dalai
Lama.

China ready for talks: While
maintaining its firm opposition
to Mr Bush’s plans to develop
and deploy a missile defence
system, China today said it was
ready to discuss the issue with
Washington, another report
from Beijing says.
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Jiang, Clinton meet in '
reminder of old times

N | )

FROM STEPHEN WEEKS

Hong Kong, May 9 (Reuters):
China President Jiang Zemin and
former US President Bill Clinton,
champions of close trade ties be-
tween their countries, held wide-
ranging talks today in a reminder
of better times before recent diplo-
matic rows soured US-Sino rela-
tions.

The two, who worked during
much of the Clinton presidency to
develop US-Sino ties, met for
slightly over an hour at Jiang'’s
harbourfront hotel while in Hong
Kong for a business forum.

China’s official Xinhua news
agency called the talks friendly
while Clinton’s spokesman said
they were “very cordial” and in-
volved a “wide-ranging discus-
sion focused on China”.

Spokesman P.J. Crowley said
they “reflected on the work they
did together over eight years and
reaffirmed the need for the US and
China to work for a constructive
relationship”.

US-Sino relations have been
badly strained in recent months
by a series of incidents, ranging
from an 11-day US spy plane stand-
off to a number of US citizens held
by police in China.

Both Clinton, who left office in
January after eight years, and the
administration of President
George W. Bush stressed the
Jiang meeting was a private affair
and Clinton was carrying no spe-
cial messages.

Before the meeting, Crowley
had said: “This is a private meet-
ing. We’'re not going to say much.
But he’s not carrying a specific
message from the Bush adminis-
tration.”

f -

Former US President Bill Clinton in Hong Kong. (Reuters)

Political analysts have debated
whether US-China relations were
undergoing a fundamental shift
since the Bush administration
took over and adopted a more ad-
versarial stand.

Bush has staked out a tougher
line and last week ordered a re-
view of all US government con-
tacts with China following the spy
plane incident. The US insisted
again this week that it be allowed
to fly its crippled EP-3 plane home
from China, where it made an
emergency landing after colliding
with a Chinese fighter.

China rejected the demand and

expressed anger that Washington

had resumed the spy flights, say-
ing “serious representations”
would be made.

Sino-American relations have
also been battered by Bush'’s deci-
sion to offer the biggest arms deal
in a decade to Beijing’s arch-foe
Taiwan, and the detention of a
string of US residents and citizens
by Chinese police.

Crowley declined to give any
details on the substance of the
talks, but Clinton and Jiang
worked to build Sino-US ties and
the Chinese leader could have
viewed the meeting as a chat with

an “old friend” during troubled
times.




' REUTERS

gress is about to stir up anoth-
er sensitive issue in the strai
ed US-Chinese relationshi

with the introduction of a bill |

designed to protect Tibetan cul-

tural and religious traditions, |

' congressional sources and ad-
vocates have said.

- Senators and congressmen |

plan to announce the legisla-
' tion today morning. It would
also seek to promote dialogue
on Tibet's future between the
exiled religious leader the Da-
lai Lama and Chinese offi-
cials.
The International Campaign
for Tibet, an advocacy group,
has called the bill the most
comprehensive legislation on
the region ever put before
Congress. The move comes at
the beginning of a nine-city
US tour by the Dalai Lama.
Sino-American ties have re-
cently been frayed by the 11-
day detention of an American
spy plane crew, President Mr
George W Bush’s outspoken
vow to defend Taiwan if it is

threatened by Beijing and his
offer to sell arms to the is-
land, which China considers a
breakaway province.

“The sponsors of this bill
have crafted the most compre-
hensive Tibet legislation ever
to be considered by Congress,”
said Ms Mary Beth Markey,
director of governmental rela-
tions for the International
Campaign for Tibet.

“With this move, the US gov-
ernment is putting the force
of law behind its long-stand-
ing interest in the welfare of

Mr George W Bush (left) and Dalai Lama

A readies Bill on Tibet

' WASHINGTON, May 9. - Co}- |

the Tibetan people and a ne-
gotiated solution for Tibet,”
she said.

Legislative sponsors include
two California Democrats,
Senator Ms Dianne Feinstein
and Republican Mr Tom Lan-
tos, as well as Senator Mr
Craig Thomas of Wyoming
and Republican Mr Mark
Kirk of Illinois, both Republi-
cans.

“The legislation provides a
clear statement of US intent
to help preserve the identity
of the Tibetan people and of-

T STATESHAB

y oAy 20

fers the US tools for formulat-
ing and implementing Tibet-
related policies and for coop-
erating with other members
of the international communi-
ty,” a Democratic spokesman
said. He said that for five dec-
ades, China had focused on
the economic integration and
ethnic assimilation of Tibet.
This has “undermined the
sustainability of an independ-
ent Tibetan economy and ...
threatened the cultural, so-
cial, religious and linguistic
identity of the Tibetan peo-
ple,” he said.

The legislation, known as the
Tibetan Policy Act, takes up
such issues as political pris-
oners and UN consideration |
of Tibet. Occasionally, the Da- !
lai Lama or a representative |
has been barred from a UN- !
affiliated event, presumably
because of objections by Chi- .
na, \
Advocacy groups said the bill |
would authorise the continua-
tion of humanitarian assis- |
tance to Tibetan refugees, of |
scholarships and of other sup- |
port for Tibetans. /
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Beijing, May 8 . 5\
CHINA PRO’I‘ESTED the
resumption of American surveil-
lance flights off its coast on Tues-
day and said it will not allow the
damaged US Navy spy plane,
crippled in a collision with a Chi-
nese fighter, to leave the country.

The US has considered several
options for removing the plane,
including dismantling it and
shipping it out in pieces, and
China has not ruled those out.
But a Foreign Ministry
spokesman said on Tuesday that
the EP-3E Aries II aircraft will
not be allowed leave the southern
Chinese island of Hainan “by
means of flight.”

The statement released by the
official Xinhua News Agency did
not say why China opposed
allowing the spy plane to fly
home.

But Beijing may be trying to
punish Washington for the colli-
sion, and for the resumption of
US surveillance flights on Mon-
day, by making it chop up its
plane and spend extra money
and time shipping it home.

“The Chinese side has several
times stated clearly in relevant
Sino-US negotiations that it is
impossible for the EP-3 plane to
fly back to the US,” said Foreign
Ministry spokesman Sun Yuxi.

“The US should take a prag-
matic and constructive attitude
so that the issue on handling the
US plane could be properly set-
tled,” he said.

The Navy plane collects and
analyses electronic signals to
monitor military communica-
tions and activities. It has been
sitting on a military runway on

China’s Hainan Island since
making an emergency landing
on April 1 after a collision with a
Chinese fighter jet.

The pilot of the Chinese jet
was lost in the collision and the
24 crew members of the US plane
were held on Hainan for 11 days.
The US plane was badly dam-
aged, though officials say the
Chinese probably harvested
valuable intelligence from it
despite the crew’s apparently
successful efforts to destroy the
most sensitive information
aboard.

Also on Tuesday, Sun said his
government opposed the resump-
tion of US spy flights off China’s
coast.

Monday’s ‘surveillance flight
was the US military’s first along
the coast since the collision. The
unarmed Air Force RC-135 was
not opposed by Chinese jets and
returned safely to Kadena Air
Base on the Japanese island of
Okinawa, US officials said.

China will “lodge serious rep-
resentations with the United
States” over the flight, Sun said.,
He said the Washington should
“draw a lesson” from the colli-
smn and “correct such wrongdo-
ing.”

In Washington, a US defense
official said on Monday that the
Lockheed Martin technicians,
who inspected the plane last
week, determined that repairs
would probably take several
days.

President Bush is expected to
make the final decision on
whether to press China for per-
mission to repair the Navy air-
craft.
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~_ SINO-US TIES
Indmle Of Facilitato

EHAVIOURAL science
| specialists describe the

universal one-upmanship
syndrome by this sleight of
tongue — “Whatever you do I
can do better, even if I know
nothing about it!” This syn-
drome fits George W Bush and
his administration with refer-
ence to his predecessor’s forte,
International Relations. An
apocryphal line doing the
rounds in Washington says
Bush does not know the differ-
ence between Siberia and Ser-
bia because foreign pohcy has
never been his cup B
of tea! He therefore
has understandab-
ly taken recourse
to the standard |
American macho.}f
image projection |
for  dissembling
Sine-US relations
that Bill Clinton so
painstakingly nur-
tured during his
two terms as Presi-
dent.
For a start though,
Bush’s choiee of his
secretary of state
and the semantics
used in prenoun-
cing American for-
eign policy need to L

By JKDUTT

doubts remain. One, was the
American plane delibérately
flving over China’s southern
coastal military establish-
ments, specifically the PLA
Navy’s Southern Fleet apropos
Taiwan, not to mention China’s
sensitive Exclusive Economic
Zone? Two, why is Washington
provoking Beijing by such
brazen surveillance flights,

with threats of more to come?
Presumably such spy missions
were also operative during

force judiciously for quickly
ending a human crisis. Kosovo
makes a good case study. It was
thought that after the Bosnian
experience where Radovan
Karadzic played havoc with
Bosnian Muslims, with the UN
being mere spectators, Kosovo
should not suffer the same fate.
Regrettably, the inhuman suf-
ferings that ethnic Albanians
had to undergo at Slobodan
Milosevic’s hands are indes-
cribable.

In a twist of fate, their agony
was aggravated by NATO’s
prolonged bomhing
spree. Either Clin-
ton did not assi-
milate enough from
Bosnia or he wan-
ted to play safe.
Actually, he should
have launched a
ground attack in
conjunction with
the air strikes as
advised by his
military comman-
ders. This would
have ended the
crisis quickly. Ap-
parently Clinton
took to heart that
1| oft-misused per-
nicious  phrase,

be re-valued. Gen Colin Powell
would surely have made an apt
defence secretary, but secre-
tary of state? Would it not have
been more prudent for Bush to
have appointed a senior, ex-
perienced career dlplomat to
this pivotal post? The Repub-
lican manifesto laced with the
right dose of emotion during
the elections had an avowed
intention of withdrawing Ame-
rican military personnel from
- foreign commitments as these
were seen to be infructous and
non productive, thus over-
turning Clinton’s positing on
such issues.

COMPETITOR
Yet strangely, Bush has term-
ed China a “strategic compe-
titor”, superseding Clinton’s
usage of the more moderate
“strategic partner”. A strategic
competitor in modern Inter-
national Relations is one who
view with an eéquivalent nation
for geostrategic advantages
usually encompassing two key
result areas namely, security
and economy. China has been
. forcefully expanding its mari-
- time might over the past few
years. It virtually controls the
South China Sea and has been
preparing the ground via
Myanmar for forays into the
Indian Ocean for acquiring the
immense wealth available in
these waters, Bush’s classi-
fying China as a “competitor”
tantamounts to encouraging a
.Sino-US confrontation in the
. Indian Ocean if he continues in
this tenor.

Quizzically speaking, how
does he intend to thwart China
from expanding its strategic
design if he decides to pull out
American forces from the
region? Even Clinton’s choice of
the term for China was not
conducive; “Trade or Business
Partner” would have been more
to the point.

The recent spy plane incident
off Hainan Island seems to hide
more than it reveals. Some

The author is Lt. Col. (retd.),
Indian Army.

Clinton’s time but these were
organised in an adequate cov-
ert mode for obvious reasons,
reasons whose full implications
appear to have escaped Bush.
And three, is Bush equating
China’s politico-military stand-
ing with that of Russia, boosted
by advisory assurances to the
effect that if Russia could bé
cut down to size, the same
could be done for China? It
would be a grievous error in
estimation if this is Wash-
ington’s line of thinking,
Harping on tiresome cliches
like China’s human rights re-
cord, Chinese nuclear prolifer-
atiorr cum export transactions
and so on will not make the
slightest difference to China’s
objectives in the new millen-
nium. In any event, the USA
should carry out a self-apprai-
sal before passing strictures on
others. China has set itself just
one goal — to achieve super
power status at the earliest and
no amount of rumblings from
the West are going to impede
the attainment of this goal.
This apart China’s biggest
thrust in International Rela-
tions is garnering world opi-
nion for a multipolar world, an
opinlon that most countries go
with.

GLOBAL POLES
It is expected that the USA,

China, and the European
Union including Russia will
ultimately become the global
poles that matter. Africa a
century later could also become
an independent pole provided it
can manage the right leader-
ship.

Bush does concede Clinton’s
thought process that as of date
the USA is the sole superpower
and while holding this port-
folio, it does have some commit-
ments and concerns with the
aim of securing a better quality
of life for all. The USA will
have to wilfully ensure that its
activities towards this end are
properly conducted, preemp-
ting minimal repercussions.

A leading instance is, the USA

‘has not learnt to use military

R —

“Body bags”. The
valid point represented by his
staff that when a serviceman
dons the uniform of his
country’s armed forces, he fore-
closes his life to his country’s
demands in war and peace, did
not jell. Bush needs to learn
something from this.

.BONHOMIE

A poser for us however is,
what should India do under the
circumstances? QOur country
has assiduously built up a
satisfactory working relation-
ship with the USA. Similarly,
our relations with China are
also improving by the day: Li
Peng’s visit is not without some
significance. The USA might
not take kindly to our growing
bond with China. Notwith-
standing the bonhomie dis-
played by the new White House
to our foreign minister during
his familiarisation visit, we
must be careful not to become
the USA’s counterpoise to
China. Instead, we should be-
get ourselves a facilitator’s role
for installing a Washington-
New Delhi-Beijing axis.

India has to mount a very
carefully orchestrated game-
plan to make the best of both
relationships, using “designer
diplomacy” at its optimum. We
should firm up a strategic al-
liance with the USA incor-
porating multi-layered coope-
ration in politigb-military mat-
ters, economic inputs, and
technology transfer. We could
simultaneously seriously consi-
der seasoned international
relations practitioner Yevgeny
Primakov’s suggestion of form-
ing a group of three nations
(G3) comprising Russia, China
and India. This can be feasible
in view of the USA’s insistence
on their National Missile
Defence system.

One fact is apparent: Bushs
deficient knowledge of inter-
national relations has made
him fall back on the only poli-
tical weapon that he under-
stands, namely, military pow-
er. By the same token, an

appropriate foil to Ahis would
be a G3.

St
. .9‘51’1



“Bush o

|
world

BELING, MAY 3. China wained the
United States on Thursday that
discarding the 1972 Anti-Ballistic
Missile treaty would jeopardise
world peace and stability.

The official Xinhua news\agen-
¢y quoted a Foreign Ministry
spokesman commenting on the
US. President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s speech on Tuesday calling
for the treaty to be replaced to al-
low the U.S. to deploy a National
Missile Defence (NMD) system.
“We believe that the Anti-Ballistic
Missile treaty is the cornerstone
for safeguarding global strategic
balance and stability,” Xinhua
quoted the spokesman, Mr. Zhu
Bangzao, as saying. Destroying
the treaty would “spark a new
round of arms race, which will be
unfavourable to world peace, de-
velopment and stability,” Xinhua
said.

Mr. Bush’s NMD plans threaten
to further damage China- U.S. ties
already strained by a collision be-
tween a U.S. spy plane and a Chi-
nese jet fighter, U.S. arms sales to
Taiwan, and Mr. Bush's pledges
to help the island defend itself.

“We hope the U.S. will act with
great care and continue to adhere
to ABM treaty and other present
treaties on disarmament and
arms control,” Mr. Zhu said.

Commenting on Mr. Bush's 100
days in office, the state-run Chi-
nese media said the President’s
missile defence plan made U.S.
European allies consider him an
“egotist.” “His whole-hearted
wish is to cast off the shadow of
‘the weak President’,” the People’s
Daily said.

“His excessive acts and words
over the China-U.S. plane colli-

an %EDreat to
eace: China”

sion and arms sales to Taiwan are
all connected to this state of
mind,” the newspaper said.

Mr. Zbhu said Mr. Bush's plan to
develop the missile defense sys-
tem could spark a new arms race.
The brief report on Xinhua was
the first official Chinese reaction
since Mr. Bush outlined his plans
for an anti-missile project on
Tuesday in Washington. [t repeat-
ed previous Chinese Government
objections about abandoning the
1972 treaty, which the United
States signed with the now de-
funct Soviet Union. “If the treaty
is destroyed, global strategic bal-
ance and stability will be broken,
and the international arms con-
trol process and non-proliferation |
efforts will be impeded,” the re-
port said, paraphrasing Mr. Zhu.

People’s Daily , in an analysis of
the new U.S. administration, said
Mr. Bush was taking a hard line to
compensate for the narrow mar-
gin of his victory in (last year's
presidential elecnon.(k\ V“,

The Bush administration” is
considering a missile defense sys-
tem that could be rushed into op- |
eration as early as 2004, possibly
relying on weapons aboard ships '
or planes as well as on land,

Mr. Bush outlined a multifacet-
ed approach, including an air-
borne laser that would destroy a ‘
missile shortly after take-off, as |
well as sea-based missiles that !
might share with a land-based ‘
system the task of shooting down ‘
missiles in mid- flight. U.S. allies j
such as Britain and Canada have ‘
stopped short of endorsing the !
plan. — Reuters, AP ‘

THE HINDU

LA MY 200



]

»

‘SULIL} Ueoliauwy 03 JO pedls
1 ‘sded yoe[q aY) el 0} dIoYM
-3s]@ pue eury) ul seruedwod 0}
03 uorIwr Lz$ Sur[Te)o} S}RIIUCD
191 03 UOISIIBP s Jusurlredap souay
-9p 8y} JO $58I8U0D) WIOXJ WSIONILID
mq ‘uorsus) aueld Ads ay} AJuo jou
PomOor[o] jusuIdduUNouue ayg,
“Wigy) Jo asodsTp pnom
pue ‘1esk s1y) euiy) Wo.Ij paATad
-3 ‘sjadaq paqLISIp Asnotasad
BUITecad sem 11 pres AUy oy,
“JUIUOD 9SaUTY)) YITM
apew s)81aq J0 BUIY) Ul dpewl
sjoxaq Jeam jou pnom sdooxy
Q] eyl peauruLIslep Ssey [ers
-uad doj} s AULTY ay) Jey) ptes |
RS CRCT|
¥orlq mau yym sdooay uor[rur
-e-J[ey Inoqe s}pno j1 se AuLre gN
S1J) Ul oWIod[om 3Q JOU PINom aqe]
L BUIYD UL 9PBIAL,, Y3 Jey) Aepsan,
uo psounouue uodejusd oy,
"Burieeut A
I0] S918D SATIBIUI) [BIeAdS pasod
-0xd sey seojels peltuU[} OYL
Fetoare oy
JO UINJ8J SSNOSIP 0} UOISSTWO)
SATIR}NSUO) SWIILIEN ATejI[IN
“eJo)ellq IRl Jo Sunjesuu pasod
oad e 10A0 Sunjenossu (1S aie
BUIYD pue $931e1S Pajiu(] ayL
*SIDOLPO AxejIfiwr AQ SHSTA
Jo sedueyoxs 03 sisia diys Axel
-ITTW WOJJ 98ued AJ[eULIOU YoTym
soTy popuadsns Apsllg 3030
u1 pey ABpUON U0 Pausds owaut
a3 ‘Ysepout Al1oA 91am Suifted pue
" m )

—

oey SN Ul

uojSurysepyy Usam)aq Sswweasd
-0ad  AJeI[I-03-AJe[IUl STiyUMm
1B} PIesS S[eIdIPo ddU__(
‘pasnjad sey sajels
petun sy L "eury) Iesu adeds J1e
TEUOIBILISIUL Uf SIYST[j 8douessieu
-l0d3a [[e }eY sa)els payuy) ayj
1By} popurwap sey 3utlteg "Aep
-13)834 1JeIdare a4} 0} aSeurep sy}
108dsut 0] §N) 93 w0 s31edxe [ed

-[UY09) JO Wes) B pamo[re 11 jng

“JJeI0a1e 9) Yorq 9A13 0] pasty

-21 Xe} 0S Sey ‘sajelg peyun auy

0) MaJD JaquBUl-Fg S,oueld soues

-STRUU022d HE-dH 84} JO Uanial ay}
peAefep Iot1ea yoTym ‘Sutlieg

‘Pres sTeldly

-JO 30URJIP “BUIY)) 03 JUIS JOAS SBM

UOTIBOPI}OU [RULIO] OU ‘AePUoON

U0 I9pJO 8yj JO P[0} aJem Se8dlA

(s1omay) *Aepsan [, U0 UOISUTYSEAA
UL SWII)SAS 90UaJap SfISSTUl Uo [233ds S ysng 1039 1eyd pRIswuny

Preuo(J 20uUaJop JO ATe)1a109S pue [sny "A\ 95.1035) JuU3IpISAId

-19s ATe)IIW §1) Y3 ySnoyjy
‘san}
Ons Jnoge [NJaIed 210w 3q 03 UOT}
-usyur s, pjswmy pajussaidaasiur
Afduris pey )1 pres 9181 g
‘sae)yewt Lotjod 20§
AJe)aa0es oy} 0} jue)lsisse [erosds
‘swel[[Im J8ydoistayy) £q sadla
-19S ATejI[Iuu 91]) 0} ponsst pue Aep
-UOJA] U0 PauS(s Sem J8pPJ0 9],
‘papusdsns
U99( pey] SOLIJUNOoD 0M) ) Usam)
-aq son) AJe)I }sspoul e 1By}
JUSUWIAE]S 9S49) B UL pIes J9I[IBd
pey ‘SaspJao s, prajsuiny uo paseq
OBl UayBISTW 8Y) WOy Surpeaa
‘aewsayods uodejusd Jejouy
"Pes [B1OTH0 AnST
-utwr u8radoj aseuly) ayl ‘epis
S1 9} WO0.3J 901}0U [EULIO] B PAAISD
-a1 )94 J0U ARy 9m Inq rewrsayods
jusuliedop QoUlD oYl WOy
SIUSUIUOD 9} JO 3JOU {00} 9M,,

« U0TJBIMSu0d
pue Ajfenbs uo peseq pue Lem
-0M] U93q sAemle aaey sadueyo
-X8 ATejiIur 03 ATeTIAL, “pres Tero
-1go Ansturwa udtagoj e , ‘dysuory
-elad [eJ93eflq ayj Jo yusuoduiod
juerodwul ue aJge sar) ATe)iIut 03
ATeyiut §(-eUry,, ‘seels paytu
aY} Y3rm sar} Axrejrpiw Jo souepiod
W Y3 passaajs eury) ‘Aepog,

‘s1o30dal yim Sureaux
polre2 AJ1isey g ul pres [eJiupe
pessexiequwo 9y} . ‘Teaoadde pue
MOTABI BSBI-A(-9SeD ‘Tenprarput
J0J [oAS] [JelS a0ULJap JO A1e)a108s

a1} Jo yusunyaedsp ayi 03 (SUOTIE]
-3) ATejI[Twl-03-ATeNTW BUTYD 3y}
103 uonyoexsyur pesodoad fre 3uraq
0} ST UOTIUBIUL S, ATe}9.109S 8],
‘pPaOUNOUUE Sem JopJo  uorsuad
-$TS,, 9y} 19)Je SInoY om) ATUo Afuo
uewsayods uoSejusd e ‘A9[81nyd
Srex) ‘wpy Jeey ALAeU | UOT}
-UDJUL (S, ploJsuny) STy jou st ey [,
*90110U Joy3In] [13un swuredoxd
ATeNiur-o)-Are)iu ay3 Jjo uors
-uadsns B.10J paf[eo owew ay,],,,
“181YS1y 39( 6SOUIYQ) B IIM UOIST]
<[00 JTe-pTw I [LIdY $I1 80UIS BUIYD
ut pray auerd Ads Hge-dH AAeU S
parddiad e waniad 0} Jej os [esnjad
s 3ullieg J8A0 SAIIIUNO0D 0M) )
U8oMIaq PenUIIU0D SUore[a.d [[Iyo
SEe peyjlwpe Sem ayeIsTW ay,],
‘MITADT 8SBI-A(
-ased © 0) 3utliedg ylim se3ueyoxa
[suuostad Arepfiu pue spusta diys
SEB Yons say) [eJalelq jsepowt 10af
-qns 0} uUocTjusjul S prayswny . pod
“Jardasquistuu, pey ‘Aeplaisak ayef
paounouue pue Andap prajsuinyg
® Aq 08e sAep om) pausis ‘1oploay}
pres uewssyods uoSeyusd v
BUID UM
sa[) Arej[iw uedplewry papuad
-Sns A[UayRISTW pey Yotym 307)
-JO s.paJswny preuo( Arejoaoas
80ugJep AQ ponssI J9pJo Ue pasian
-ad AepJaysed jusuwiredop 90usj
-9p $9)e}§ pajuf) passeliequid Uy
(S19IN9Y) € AR ‘UOISUTYSBAA

YHIONIAQTV STIIVHO WOYA

dn smo[q J9p.Jo eurny))

Surltog s son Arejiud papuadsns AJUIBISTUL IITIJJO S, ATRIIOIS DUDJ

AN

—

-y

THE TELZGR..

. 4 MY 200



ONOLULU: When big
wheels move even small
cogs get the message. So
Dr Yonggen Xiong may
not have been surprised with thie evic-
tion notice he received in his Honolulu
hotel room, days after the United States
and China openly argued with each
other, asking him to go home to Beijing,
Dr Xiong was o Chinese spy, nor was
he a scientist stealing US nuclear secrets.
Hewasneither asoldier nor adiplomat.
Hewas amere scholarvisiting the US to
participate in a conference. To his mis-
fortune, relations between China and
the UShad suddenly hit rock bottom af-
- ter China caught a USspy plane and de-
manded an apology for the loss of a sol-
dier’slife. .
Dr Xiong had already arrived in
Honolulu to participate in a conference
; on ‘Security Implications of Economic
and Cultural Trends in the Asia-Pacific’
at the Asia-Pacific Center for Strategic
Studies (APCSS), a think tank of the
US Pacific Command. A day before he
was scheduled to speak at the confer-
ence he was asked to pack his bags. It
was an unceremonious farewell and an
interestingway tdbegin a conference in
which participants from the United
States Pacific Command and the US
strategic policy community were inter-
acting with strategic analysts and jour-
nalists from Japah, Australia, Taiwan,
Korea, Indonesia, Philippines, Singa-
pore, Fiji, Pakistanand India.

Clearly, the US did not want anyone
around the conference table to miss the
all too visible signs of its displeasure
with China. Dr Xiong’s forced return
home was transmitted to all, loud and -
clear. Asif to iake a point of the new
display of anger with China, the deanof .
APCSS, Dr Ron Monteperto, aformer
senior US State and Defence Depart-
ment official exuded extia warmth to-
wards this writer, representing India at
the conference. Another small cog in
the big wheel was feeling the ripple ef-
fects in distant Honolulu of the diplo-
matic waves made by the Oval Office

. tionship. Especially after

The US-China face-off

" Pacific Blues

meeting between US President George
Bush and the visiting Indian external af-
fairs minister Jaswant Singh.
US-China relations have for some
time been marked by a “blow hot, biow
cold” courtship of sorts. As long as the
Soviet Union was Enemy Number
One, the US-China tango was entirely
understandable. Under
normal  circumstances
the end of the Cold War
should have resulfed in a
cooling off of the rela-

the Tiananmen Square
incidents one would have
expected a real stepping
up of pro-democracy
sentiment, considering
the number of changed

i
SANJAYA BARU

the Cold War era like Pakistan, which
had made a nuisance of itself by allowing
anti-US Islamic fundamentalist groups
tothrive onitssoil, China balancedits de-
clining political and strategic relevance to
the US by increasing its economic rele-
vance. China is the second largest trade
partner of the US with a huge trade sur-
plus. More to the point,
China has locked the US
into a relationship of mu-
tual dependence whereby
the US middle class house-
hold would be hurt if the
US-China trade relation-
shipisinterrupted.

China has used trade
as a strategic policy we-
apon, building a relation-
ship of mutual benefit, not

The inability of the US to shape‘aAnew bilateral
policy on China without hurting its own
economic interests has been frustrating it

equatjons between the US and its many
erstwhile non-democratic allies of the
Cold Warera.

How come the China relationship
not only survived the end of the Cold
War but seemed to thrive even after the
postTiananmen Square interlude? The
US even elevated China’s global stature
by pushing through an inequitous nu-

. clear non-proliferation treaty that sought

to divide the world between nuclear
haves and have-nots, in the procegs mak-
ing India more firm in its resolve to go
nuclear. Add to this the fact that the Clin-
ton administration went out of its way to
pamper China’s ego by not only squeal-
ing on Prime Minister Vajpayee’s letter
to the US president on the Indian nu-
clear tests, which had directly alluded to
the China factor in India’s nuclear strat-
egy, but alsoacknowledging China’s role
in“South Asian” security. The end of the
Cold War had not helped reduce China’s
importance tothe US. Why?

Simple. Unlike a margial player of -

just with the US but with an increasing
number of countries worldwide. China
is increasingly sought as an economic

. partner both by European and east and

southeast Asian countries. Even coup-
tries which worry about China’s rising
economic and military profile, do not
want to hurt their economic relation-
ship with it. By assiduously offering the

" potential of its huge internal market

and delivering on the promise of ex-
porting reasonable quality goods at low
prices, China has forced an increasing
number of countries to ignore i rising
political power.

Nothing brought out the irony of this.
visible dualism better than-the convo-
luted manner in which the Clinton ad-
ministration  defended  supporting
China’s membership of the World Trade
Organisation and extension of “perma-
nentnormal trade relations” (PNTR) to
China, while at the same time it contin-
ues to isolate Cuba, waging a relentless
trade war against it.

&

-hurting its own economic interests and

Y
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hood, countries like Japan, Soyth Korea,
Australia, Singapore are unable to de-
cide whether China’s growing power and
influence is a factor for regional stability,
prosperity and peace or will turn the
much sought after Asia-Pacific Century’
intoa China-US century. Nowhere is this

" more manifest than in the attitude of

these countries to India’s membershipof |
‘Asian” organisatiops like APEC,
ASEAN+3andsoon. ‘
- The US seems clear about the kind
of world we are moving into. It will be
one in which the US remains the undis-
puted “numero uno” but sharing power
onits terms with regional powers like the
EU, China, Japan, India and Russia. It
will engage one or more of these nations
in-ensuring stability in different parts of
the world. In West Asia and Africa it will
share influence with the EU, in Central .
Asia with Russia, in southern Asia and |
southeast Asia with China, India and !
Japan. In the Americas it will remmain the
regional hegemon. China scemed quite
happywith this, aslong asitwasalloweda |
share of influence in Asia. The India-US
modusvivendi after Pokharan-TT hasup-
set China. US assertiveness on nuclear
missile defence has eneouraged China to
reachouttonew friends in Latin America
andsoutheast Asia.
The inability of the US to shape a
new bilateral policy on China without

Japan’s declining influence in Asia, its
economic lethargy and military meek-
ness, has been frustrating the US. Per-
haps over-estimating its power, China

‘over-reached itself. First, in backing

Pakistan’s nuclear programme, sec-
ond, by deliberately increasing its eco-
nomic influence in Asia and, finally, in |
talking tough to the US on the spy
plane episode.

The Clinton administration was wi-

‘mpish in its response. President Bush

hasdecided to showwho’s the boss. The
big wheels of diplomacy begin to move |

in Washington DC. Small cogs experi- -

ence the impact way out in Hawaii!
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‘Not compehsétion,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 30. The Bush
Administration has welcomed the
offer by China to inspect the
American  surveillance  EP-3E
Aries I plane which lies crippled
and stranded in a military base at
the Hainan island. The word is al-
so that Washington may have to
fork out some ‘“cash” for the
eventual return of the plane even
as the administration is rushing to
say that this is not compensation.

The Vice-President, Mr. Ri-
chard Cheney, on Sunday called
China’s initiation as a positive
sign. "The fact that they have now
announced that they are willing
to have U.S. personnel go in and
look at the aircraft and assess
what it is going to take to get it
back, I think is very positive,” he
said. After initially making the
point that the crew personnel of
the IP-3F had destroyed the valu-
able data and other sophisticated
material before leaving it, infor-
mation now is that the full proce-
dures may not have been
followed through leaving Beijing
with a so-called treasure trove.
The point being now made is that
Beijing has no reason to keep the
plane as it has had an opportunity
o go “all over it” in the last four
weeks.

The Bush Administration had
all along been saying that the
plane was sovereign American
territory and therefore the Chi-
nese would have to stay away
from it — an explanation that had
been rejected by China from the
very beginning. One view is that
now that Beijing has had the time
to complete its “investigation”
there are no reasons to hold on to

\,\ v \,}5
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says U.S.

Y

The damaged U.S. reconnaissance plane is parked at Lingshui
base on China’s Hainan Isiand in this file photo, released by
China’s official Xinhua news agency.

the spy plane. Both the U.S. and
China are already said to be in-
volved in talks on the return of the
navy surveillance plane which is
damaged.

There is more than one way in
which the EP-3E could come back
to the U.S. American personnel
could tly down to the Hainan lIs-
land with repair equipment, ser-
vice the planc and fly it out; the
surveillance plane could be taken
down in crates and brought back;
or could be loaded on to a barge
and taken out of the Hainan Is-
land.

Reports say that a U.S. techni-
cal team is getting ready to leave

as early as today and trom the Ka-
dena Air Force Base in Okinawa,

Japan. The Pentagon has not

commented on these reports.

Mr. Cheney has been quick to
say that the U.S. had only agreed
to reimburse the costs associated
with recovery of the plane as this
is in no shape to fly out because of
heavy damage to its nose and pro-
pellers. “We will pay whatever
costs are associated with recover-
ing the aircraft in terms of trans-
portation, barge, cranes —
whatever is required to get back
out. That is legitimately some
thing we ought to pay,” he saj
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"US technical team
leaves to 1nspect

g

REUTERS

WASHINGTON, May 1. - AUS
technical team flew to Hawaii
yesterday en route to China’s
Hainan island to determine
how a crippled US Navy sur-
veillance aircraft could be re-
turned home, an administra-
tion official said.

The EP-3E surveillance air-
craft made a forced landing on
the island on 1 April after collid-
ing with a Chinese fighter jet.
Beijing has not yet agreed to re-
turn the plane, but said it would
allow the aircraft’s inspection.

The administration official,
who asked not to be identified,
told Reuters yesterday about
five or six experts - from
Lockheed Martin Corp., which
built the aircraft, would deter-
mine how the EP-3E might be
disassembled for shipment
back to the USA.

The group, flying to Hawaii on
a chartered civilian aircraft,
was to receive briefings there
at US Pacific command head-
quarters, then go to Hainan for
two or more days to determine
the full extent of damage to the
EP-3E, the official said.

If China agrees to release the
aircraft, another team would go
to the island to take the plane
apart for return, the official
said. The official didn't cleared

whether the plane suffered too -

much damage to be repaired
and flown home or whether

- spy plane .

COLLEGE FRIEND |

WASHINGTON, May 1. —
Mr George W Bush, has nom- !
"inated his college days friend
Mr Clark “sandy” Randt as ..
the new ambassador to Chi-
na, the White House said. \
The 55-year-old is fluent in |
Mandarin and has worked for :
a prominent law firm in Hong '
Kong. An economics special-
ist, he will take over from ad-
- miral Mr Joseph Prueher if .
his appointment is approved .
by the Senate. — DPA ;

Chinese officials didn’t want a
repair team to go to the island. :

The plane’s 24-member US |
crew, released by China after
11 days, is said to have de-
stroyed as much sensitive in-
formation as possible while
guiding the plane to an emer-
gency landing.

The inspection would be the

first breakthrough over the
fate of the $ 80 million aircraft,
but potential trouble has
loomed in Beijing over the is-
sue of payment.
N Korea statement: North
Korea today said US spy planes
had conducted over 150 flights
over its territory in April tak-
ing photos and conducting elec-
tronic reconnaissance and oth-
er espionage activities adds
Reuters form Tokyo.
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U.S. team in China 9" "

BEUING: A team of U.S. technicians arrived on the souther
Chinese island of Hainan on Tuesday to figure out how to\get a
damaged Navy spy plane back to the United States. The fiYe or
so technicians from
Lockheed Martin,
main builder of the
EP-3E spy plane, are
expected to meet
with Chinese officials
in Hainan, said an
official with the U.S.
embassy in Beijing.
The official, who
spoke on condition

2 of anonymity, said he
didn’t know the exact size of the inspection team. The team will
then visit the spy plane, still believed to be at Lingshui air base
on Hainan. That's where it made an emergency landing April 1
after colliding with a Chinese fighter jet. The collision over the
South China Sea touched off a tense 11-day standoff between
Beijing and Washington over the return of the 24-member U.S.
crew. The U.S. team is expected to stay on in Hainan for at least
two days to determine whether the high-tech surveillance plane
can by flown back to the U.S. or must be shipped back in
pieces. Another team will probably be sent to repair or remove
the plane, depending on the first team’s recommendations. The
Chinese Government has used the spy plane collision to whip
up anti-American anger. The Government has also lionised
Chinese pilot, Lt. Cmdr. Wang Wei, who disappeared in the
collision and is believed dead,On Monday, the Chinese post
office issued a commemorg#ve envelope with a photo of Wang
and his F-8 jet. — AP
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ina fo nllow USA

access to spy plane
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BEIJING, April 29. - Chika
will allow America to inspect
its plane at Lingshui airport.
Beijing has taken this decision
after completing investigation
and evidence collection. Inter-
national precedents in han-
dling such issues was another
determinant.

The Chinese and US sides
have recently held several
rounds of consultations on the
US EP-3 reconnaissance plane
in Beijing.

The Chinese side has reiter-
ated its principled position on
the incident in which the US
plane rammed into a Chinese
plane. The US delegation has
agreed to consider making a
payment to the Chinese.The

THE CHINA DAILY
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

two countries will conduct an-
other round of negotiationis on
the specific amount of the US
payment and the items to be
covered.

The two sides have also
agreed to discuss ways to avoid
similar incidents in the future
through enhanced consultation
mechanism on military-mari-
time safety.

Both countries will continue
their discussions for the final
settlement of the issue concern-
ing the US reconnaissance
plane.

Taiwan: China has not
changed its policy of peaceful
reunification with Taiwan de-
spite US arms sales to Taiwan
and apparent adjustments by
Washington to its longstanding
Taiwan policy of “strategic am-
biguity,” Chinese officials said

HESTATESHA.

today. adds AFP. “The Chinese
government’s fundamental pol-
icy of ‘peaceful reunification,
one country-two systems’ on re-
solving the Taiwan issue has
not changed,” a foreign minis-
try spokesman said.

“In order to avoid further dam-
age to Sino-US relations, the
US side should ... stop selling
arms to Taiwan and stop using
the Taiwan issue to interfere in
China’s internal affairs,” the
spokesman said.

The spokesman was com-
menting on remarks made late
on Friday in Washington by US
Vice-President Mr Dick Che-
ney in which he reiterated US
intentions to “do whatever it
took” to defend Taiwan amid a
mainland missile build up on
its south-eastern coast facing
Taiwan.

30 APR 2



~U.S. to pay China
% ‘compensation’ % {

| BEING, APRIL 29. China will give the United States access to it
plane stranded on Hainan island after a collision with a Chinese
fighter on April 1, the official Xinhua news agency reported today.

“Having completed its investigation and evidence collection in-
volving the U.S. plane, and in view of international precedents in
handling such issues, the Chinese side has decided to allow the U.S.
side to inspect its plane at the Lingshui airport,” Xinhua reported.

It said that, during recent talks in Beijing, the U.S. side had agreed
to consider making payments to China.

“The two sides will conduct another round of negotiations on the
specific amount of the U.S. payment and the items to be covered,”
Xinhua said.

Beijing insists its fighter was rammed by the U.S. EP-3 surveillance
aircraft. The Chinese pilot of the F-8 fighter was killed after he bailed
out into the South China Sea.

Taiwn issue

China has not changed its policy of peaceful reunification with
Taiwan despite the U.S. arms sales to Taiwan and apparent adjust-
ments by Washington to its long-standing Taiwan policy of “strategic
ambiguity,” Chinese officials said today.

“The Chinese Government’s fundamental policy of “‘peaceful reuni-
fication, one country-two systems’ on resolving the Taiwan issue has
not changed,” a Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

“In order to avoid further damage to Sino-U.S. relations, the U.S.
side should ... stop selling arms to Taiwan and stop using the Taiwan
issue to interfere in China’s internal affairs,.”

The spokesman was commenting on remarks made late Friday in
Washington by the U.S. Vice-President, Mr. Dick Cheney, in which he
reiterated U.S. intentions to “do whatever it took” to defend Taiwan
amid a mainland missile build up on its coast facing Taiwan.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, earlier made the pledge to

defend Taiwan following his decision on Tuesday to sell Taiw
five-billion-dollar package of sophisticated weapons. — Reute P

rd



Bush shrugs
off China ire
over Taiwan

PYRRUNA

Waco, Texas, April 27

THE WHITE House on Thursday
brushed aside China's angry
response to President Bush's
decision to sell arms to Taiwan
and his vow to do “what it takes”
to defend the island.

"~ “The president said what he
said because he meant it.”
spokesman Ari Fleischer said,
adding, “The president’s words
and actions are designed to help
secure peace.” He declined to say
whether Bush sought to send a
signal to Beijing. “The presi-
dent's words speak for them-
selves,” he added.

China today warned Bush he
was moving into dangerous ter-
ritory with his pledge a day earli-
er to protect Taiwan from Chi-
nese attack.

Fleischer also said the admin-
istration’s weapons package for
Taipei, formally announced on
Tuesday, its most significant
arms sale to the island in a
decade, was “commensurate
with the threat” posed to the
island by China’s military.

“Clearly the president’s deci-
sion in regard to selling arms to
Taiwan is based on the threat that
he perceives that Taiwan has, and
that threat is based on his assess-
ment of China’s military pro-
grammes,” Fleischer said.

In outlining the Taiwan pack-
age, Bush has insisted there is no
change to the policy, which leaves
ambiguous the US response to
any Chinese attack on Taiwan.
He also warned Taipei it should
not declare independence from
Beijing.

‘No subs for Taiwan’;, Three
European Governments failed to
back a US pledge to supply Tai-
wan with submarines after

A4, - [
Washington zSgrLeed to sell the
island the arms needed to defend
itself against China.

Washington has said it will
provide Taiwan with diesel-pow-
ered submarines. destroyers,
submarine-hunting planes and
other advanced weapons to bol-
ster its defences.

But US no longer manufactures
the diesel-powered subs, and
therefore, has to make an arrange-
ment through a third country that
does. Among the more prominent
manufacturers are [taly, Germany
and the Netherlands.

In Taiwan, Fu S Mei, editor-in-
chiet of Taiwan Defence Review,
said earlier the Germans and
Dutch might cooperate so long as
US underwrites the deal. But those
two countries came hack with neg-
ative responses, and Sweden said
it, too, would not fill the order.

Germany made clear on
Wednesday it would not allow the
submarines to be built under
German license. A Swedish Gov-
ernment agencyv that approves
arms exports said Stockholm
does not sell weapons to either
China or Taiwan, in keeping
with its policy not to get involved
in military conflicts.

Dutch foreign affairs officials
said yesterday the Netherlands
would refuse to supply any mili-
tary equipment to Taiwan because
of a 1984 Dutch agreement with
Beijing. Even with a specific US
request for the equipment, the
Dutch would uphold a ban on
arms exports to conflict areas, said
spokeswoman Hannah Tijmes.

Before the 1984 deal with China,
the Dutch had shipped two “sword-
fish” class submarines to Taiwan.
That sale had led to a break in
diplomatic ties with Beijing.
Agencies

“HE HINDUSTAN Thé&a
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/6hina~ protests Bush remark

BEUING, APRIL 26. China today de-
scribed as ‘“‘erronecus” the U.S.
President, Mr. George Bush's
promise of military support to
laiwan and asked Washington to
stop interfering in its internal af-
fairs.

“The U.S. issued the erroneous
remarks after it decided to sell so-
phisticated arms to Taiwan. This
shows it has drifted further on a
dangerous road,” the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman,
Ms. Zhang Qi Yue, told reporters
when asked to comment on Mr.
Bush’s comments that the U.S.
would do “whatever it took” to
defend Taiwan if it were ever at-
tacked by China.

e
. Zhag\g reiterated Beijing’s
stapce that Taiwan was a part of

China and “not a protectorate of -

any foreign country.” “There is
only one China in the world. Tai-
wan is a part of China. It is not a
protectorate of any foreign coun-
try. It is a fact known to the in-
ternational community,” she
said. Y

Ms. Zhang said Washirfgton's
actions had effected further dam-
age to bilateral ties and under-
mined peace and stability across
the Taiwan strait and in the Asia
pacific region.

“The Chinese Government and
people are strongly indignant and
opposed to it,”’ she said. — PTI

THE HINDy
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arms deal
irks China \
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA %4‘ |

BEIJING, April 25. - Chjna’s
military today warned Taiwan
against colluding with USA to
block the island’s reunification
with the Chinese mainland.
“The Taiwan authorities are
now playing a very dangerous
game. Arms purchase can only
make the Taiwan situation more
turbulent, bring more serious |
dangers to regional peace and .
stability, and lead to suicidal re-
sults,” Liberation Army Daily,
People’s Liberation Army’s
mouthpiece, said in an article.
“The reunification and revi-
talisation of China is a histori- .
cal trend no one can reverse,”
it said reacting to USA’s latest

E

arms package to Taiwan. “If = -

anyone thinks that with mere
weapons he can decide the fate
of a nation, we will tell him
that no one can stand in the
way of the 1.2 billion Chinese

people,” the article added. / |
. 4




~U.S. will stand by Taiwan’

W’

WASHINGTON, APRIL 25. In a move that was very
much anticipated, China has lodged a formal
protest with the State Department on the arms
package to Taiwan. But the Bush Administra-
tion, in standing by the latest arrangement, is
also trying to take some sting away by saying
that the arms shopping requests may not be an
annual ritual anymore.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W Bush, has
said that he did not believe that the arms pack-
age is likely to damage relations with China fur-
ther which is already under a lot of pressure as a
result of the April 1 mid air collision over the
South China Sea and the continued detention of
the American surveillance plane in the Hainan
Island. "“The Chinese must understand that
we've got common interests, but there's going
0 be some areas where we disagree,” Mr. Bush
has told The Washingion Post.

Mr. Bush has also taken the position that he
mtends to get rid of the annual review of arms
sales to Taiwan, substituting this for an “

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

as-
needed” review. Washington is quite aware of
the fact that this annual ritual is contributing to
rising tensions in the bilateral relationship.

Even as China is making all the expected
noises on the arms package to Taiwan — which
it regards as its renegade or rogue province —
Mr. Bush has made it very clear that in the event
uf a Chinese attack on Taiwan, the U.S. will re-
spond with military force, or “whatever it took
Faiwan defend itself”.

The 11.5., on April 24, formally notified Taiwan
about its arms ‘‘wish list"".

The Bush Administration has denied it four
Aegis class destroyers but is going ahead with an
assortment of land, sea and air defences such as
the older Kidd class destroyers, eight diesel
powered submarines and a dozen naval surveil-
lance and anti-submarine aircraft, the P-3Cs.

The Republican administration also denied

certain categories o%pons such as high
speed Anti Radiation Missiles or HARMs.
There is still some questions how Washington
is going to deliver some of the weapons such as
the submarines as the U.S. does not build the
diesel powered submarines any longer.
Taiwan would have to acquire the German,
Dutch or Italian designs after which the produc-

tion arrangements would be worked out be-

tween Washington and Taipei.

The reaction on Capitol Hill has been positive
especially against the backdrop of intense anti-
China feelings among a section of law-makers.

The Taiwan arms sales will have to go through
Congress in that the Defence Department
would have to notify the sale. The law-makers
then have a 30-day period to reject the sale, a
highly unlikely proposition.

If words of discontent were expe m the
Right wing Republicans, that was no} toy be the
case. If anything, hardliners are
point that the last word on the Aegis class de-
stroyers has not been said — that the adminis-
tration will still go through with this if the threat
from China to Taiwan does not subside.

“The Bush Administration has approved the
most robust package of defensive weapons to
Taiwan in over a decade,” the Texas Republican

Congressman, Mr. Tom DeLay, has been quot- !

ed.

In what could come as a small surprise, the
criticism of not going through with the Aegis
class destroyers is coming from at least one top
Democrat on the Hill — the House Minority
Leader, Mr. Richard Gephardt. He has argued
that the Republican administration must have

made available the Aegis system to Taiwan with- .

out delay in response to Beijing’s military buil-
dup and “‘provocative acts’’.

Mr. Gephardt has also called on the adminis-
tration to resurne surveillance flights off the Chi-

nese coast. /

aking the |
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China blasts US
over Taiwan ¢~

W

arms sale n

Beijing, April 24

CHINA ON TUESDAY expressed
“serious concern” over a US offer
of sophisticated weapons to arch
rival Taiwan and reserved the
right to respond, but gave no
clues as to how it would do that.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Zhang Qiyue declined to
say whether China would retali-
ate for the US decision to sell Tai-
wan four Kidd Class destroyers,
12 P-3 anti-submarine aircraft
and help it buy eight diesel sub-
marines.

But a leading Chinese analyst
said that China, which dismisses
Taiwan as a renegade province,
believed that the US decision to
help the island buy submarines
crossed a strategic red line and
would take swift and concrete
action in retaliation.

“China hds viewed with seri-
ous concern the related reports,”
Zhang told a news conference
after word of the American arms
package was reported widely.
Beijing would continue to
demand that the United States
refrain from arms sales to avoid
“fresh damage” to bilateral rela-
tions, she added.

Wu Xinbo, a professor at the
Fudan University Centre for
American Studies in Shanghai,

id he believed that would come

there will be some substantive
actions and this will come very
soon,” he said.

Submarines a red-line item: “I
cannot identify the specific areas
at this moment, but those actions
will make the US acutely aware
of the cost of its behaviour on
this issue and remind it about
the relative gain or loss from its
Taiwan policy,” Wu said. “There

will be some things that are sub-

stantial, not just symbolic.”

China-US ties are already
strained by a tense showdown
over an April 1 collision between
a US EP-3 spy plane and a Chi-
nese fighter jet and by former
Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui’s
impending visit to the United
States.

A US congressional aide said
earlier that President Bush had
turned down a request from Tai-
wan to buy the advanced Aegis
naval defense system.

But Wu said China had consid-
ered submarines “red-line”
items on Taiwan’'s weapons shop-
ping list, along with Aegis and
the PAC-3 missile defense sys-
tem.“At this stage, protest is too
mild an action, given this break
of the red line, and I'm con-
cerned at its effect on cross-Strait
relations and US-China rela-
tions,” he said. Reuters

THE HINDUSTAN TVES
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A REGIOI\AL SUPERPOWER like Chma seems
“determined to Yest the diplomatic patience and
political maturityof the present Bush adminis-
tration in Washington over the surreal saga of
the latter's stranded spy plane. The event that
took place on All Fools’ Day (in China’s time-
frame) is of course far from anyone’s idea of a
practical joke about the relative military
strengths of Beijing and Washington. Yet, the
U.S.-China tug of war concerning their national

pride and bargaining power is dragging on. If
. anything, the continuing strategic ‘gamesman-
ship’ has been made easier by Beijing’s reluctant
“humanitarian” gesture of releasing all the 24
American military personnel who had made an
“emergency landing” in their reconnaissance
aircraft at a military base in China’s Hainan is-
land. The stricken spy plane had landed without
“prior permission” and in “violation” of Chi-
nese airspace after having been involved in a
mid-air collision with one of Beijing's fighter jets
during a cat-and-mouse game within the air-
space claimed by China to be above its econom-
ic zone. The release of the American air crew has
of course followed an expression of regret, se-
mantically not amounting to an apology, by the
Bush administration. The U.S. said that it was
sorry about the death of the pilot of the Chinese
warplane, which had scrambled to shadow and
intercept the American surveillance aircraft. The
Chinese airman, posthumously anointed a na-
tional hero, died when his plane crashed into the
South China Sea following the collision, the cir-
cumstances in which it occurred still being in
dispute between the two countries.

China and the U.S. have held a round of
tense parleys over the argument that extends to
several other issues — in particular, whether and
if so when China will hand over the badly dam-
aged aircraft to the American side and can the
U.S. carry out surveillance flights at the very edg-
es of China’s airspace without violating the spirit
of international law? Washington says there is
nothing amiss about its reconnaissance mis-

X\ A U.S.-CHINA TUG OF WAR

sions in international airspace, )éowever close to”
China the flights might seem to take place. The
U.S. is therefore disinclined to accept China's
demand that such aerial spy flights be discontin-
ued close to its airspace as determined under its
laws. It is a different matter that Washington is
not content with the data it could gather through
its remote- sensing spy satellites that orbit the
earth. In the process, the U.S. has exposed its
unarmed surveillance aircraft to the risk of being
shadowed and chased by the Chinese warplanes.
The possibility of armed escort for future Amer-
ican reconnaissance flights is an open question
now.

On a different plane, the U.S. seems con-
vinced that China has already accessed, to the
extent it could, all the electronic eavesdropping
gadgetry which the American air crew could not
disable or destroy before the “‘emergency land-
ing"". In this context, China's physical delivery of
the plane to the Americans is primarily of sym-
bolic value. Moreover, with the U.S. unwilling to
call off its spy flights off China’s coast, the sus-
tained standoff is entirely strategic in scope. In
macro terms, China is testing how far it could go
in its brinkmanship as a regional ‘superpower’ in
East Asia, while the U.S., deeply embarrassed
over the “emergency landing” in hostile territo-
ry, is keen to affirm its status as the sole global
superpower. It is already being argued within the
strategic community in East Asia that the sym-
bolism of a possible new Cold War lies behind
the American intransigence (even in regard to
the delayed regret over the Chinese pilot’s
death). The likelihood, if indeed, of a Second
Cold War, involving the current Bush adminis-
tration and China unlike the U.S. and the old
Soviet Union in the first version, will depend not
merely on how the present row between Beijing
and Washington is resolved. The other factors
range from the U.S. plans for national and theat-
re missile systems to its protective equation with
Taiwan — issues with an impact on world peace
as well. e
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the EP-3E Aries 1], is going to dave

Hainan Island for, sufficient dam-
age has already been done to Sino-U.S.
relations. And, the focus in both Beijing
and Washington must be on finding
ways to avoid further deterioration —
something that does not serve the in-
terests of either country.

The right wing in the U.S. may be
clamouring to hammer the Chinese, but
only the very naive in this crowd can
believe that this is a one-way street. The
temptation for the Bush administration
is always there; but the longer term vi-
sion has to prevail if it is to set a correct-
ed course in the Asia-Pacific.

The arguments about what constitu-
tes international airspace and waters
will always be there, for China and the
U.S. simply do not agree on what consti-
tutes a violation. In the present in-
stance, however, China has not been
insisting that the EP-3E violated its air-
space to start with — the violation, in
the view of China, seems to have taken
place when the plane landed at a mil-
itary base without permission. Here
again the American version is different.

No matter what is dished out in Wash-
ington or whatever videotapes are
played at the Pentagon, China will not
back away from its demand that the U.S.
stop coming “‘so close’” to its coast. But
what Beijing has to understand is that
the military base on Hainan Island is not
Washington’s only concern. Like many
others, the U.S. is keeping a close eye on
the South China Seas as a whole, in-
cluding the Spratlys.

If the U.S. and China had finally to
agree on a definition of “apology”, that
was the only way out. The Bush White
House is adamant that it did not apol-
ogise, but the Chinese have interpreted
the contents of the letter from the Amer-
ican Ambassador as some kind of an
apology from Washington. True, Wash-
ington did not apologise. It only said
“very sorry”’, and that too twice.

No matter how sorry the U.S. is, the
fact remains that the April 1 collision
over the South China Seas has vastly al-
tered the parameters of bilateral rela-
tions. If one argument has been that
Beijing wished to test the determination
of the newly-arrived Bush administra-
tion, that view could be turned around
as well.The Republican administration
might have as well wanted to test the
limits of China, as it recently found out
with the Russians over the mass expul-
sions of diplomats. In both instances,
the Bush administration must have real-
ised that neither Moscow nor Beijing
said “how high’” when asked to “jump”’.
But the broader question is if Washing-
ton under the Bush administration is re-
ally taking a longer range perspective, of
relations with China or Russia.

If there is one thing that Mr. George
W. Bush and his advisers in the White
House, the State Department and the

Pentagon must have realised when the
standoff with China started it is that
world politics suddenly is a different
ballgame than during the Presidential
primaries. Nearly every American Presi-
dent has found it easy to spew rhetoric
during the primaries, but difficult to fol-
low up on the same once in the White
House.

Mr. Bush was not much different from
his predecessor, Mr. Bill Clinton, when
it came to China. The difference is that
Mr. Clinton caught on very quickly to
the fact that much is to be gained from a

cooperative relationship with Beijing,
politically, diplomatically and econom-
ically. And there is a lot to be lost by
pursuing the “tough” or “macho’’ atti-
tude to world politics.

The problem with the Republican ad-
ministration is not merely its own high
profile rhetoric against China. It comes
from the right wing elements who are
bent on charting a different course in
the Asia Pacific, one that has not the
endorsement of allies in that part of the
world. Japan, for instance, which under
the Bush administration is to get back
its “traditional”’ role as an alliance part-
ner, seems to be hardly thrilled.

For all the “praise” showered on law-
makers for their restraint during the 11-
day standoff — at the express request of
the administration — that environment
is now slowly changing. Increasingly
over the last one week both Democrats

Washington and Beijing
will have to come to terms
with the spy plane crisis.
For, the longer this drags
out, the bigger the
political headache for the
two leaderships, writes
Sridhar Krishnaswami.

and Republicans have been stepping up
the heat on the administration to do
some plain-speaking to China. And Chi-
na has been warned in very clear terms
that it might have already lost a great
deal politically on Capitol Hill.

The right wing on Capitol Hill has an
agenda on China that has been barely
concealed, and for the first time in sev-
eral years the hardliners see not only a
willing ally in the White House but also
the perfect opportunity. The Right was
simply delighted that the Bush adminis-
tration made it clear at the very outset
that it regarded Beijing not as a strategic
partner but as a strategic competitor.

Washington and Beijing will have to
come to terms on the spy plane issue,
for the longer this drags out, the bigger
the political headache for the leader-
ships in the two countries. But neither
human rights issues nor the bid to block

Sparring in the skies

“

China'’s efforts to host the 2008 Olympic
Games is going to be as explosive as the
Bush administration’s handling of Tai-
wan. And if Washington believes that

Taiwan can be the rough equivalent of a

quid quo pro for the EP-3E, it is really
charting dangerous waters.

The Bush White House is not totally
oblivious to the consequences of pro-
viding Taiwan its complete "“wish list”
including four Aegis Class destroyers
pegged at about $ 1 billion a piece. Beij-
ing has said on more than one occasion
that Washington should stand by its

A Chinese U.S. green card holder protests against the ““CIA’s doings” in front of the American Embassy in Beljing.

commitments of the past, including not
increasing the quantity or quality of
weapons to Taiwan, considered by Chi-
na as its “‘renegade province'".

By next week, the U.S. President will
have to make perhaps his toughest deci-
sion as far as China and Taiwan are con-
cerned; and indications are that Mr.
Bush is going to stay with what has been
done by his predecessor — withholding
the Aegis class destroyers. But the rest of
the package will be ticked through in the
hope of keeping the right wing in good
humour.

The far right will immediately see a
linkage — that somehow the Bush ad-
ministration made a tradeoff for the re-
turn of the crew members of the EP-3E. |
But China will nevertheless protest on |

any kind of package that Taiwan is going [
to receive. 1
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” Spy planes and Sino-US ties

HE spy plane episode
as shed a harsh light
on Sino- US ties. The
new President was
expected to be tougher in
handling China than his

predecessor, and this was borne -

out by the event. China was no
less firm and refused to recoil
before the global super power.

At the height of the crisis, there
was little sign of either side
making great haste to sort
things out, and even after the
return of the American crew,
the rhetoric has remained high.
We are told that the flights will
continue, perhaps escorted by
fighter aircraft.

China does not conceal its
irritation, and its public is irate.
There is no backing away from
the risk of another incident that
could once more have the two
countries glaring at each other.

Beyond the event itself, which
is still being played out, there
are questions about long term
Sino-US ties. Some see a
difficult period ahead, with
more limited scope for co-
operation. Strategic rivalry
rather than partnership may
come to be emphasised,
bringing some uncertainties
into regional affairs.

There is bound to be
considerable watchfulness
around the Chinese perimeter.
Notwithstanding the recent
turbulence, relations between
China and the USA have well-
established features that
benefit both. The vast trade
between the two countries is a
relatively new phenomenon, yet
it has flourished to the extent
that it is difficult to imagine any
rollback.

There are periodic complaints
in America about the trade
balance, about labour practices
in China, about pricing,
dumping and such like, but for
all that, trade continues to
flourish.

American stores are inundated
with Chinese goods. The most
prominent multinational
corporations have pushed their
way into China where, despite
the mixed results they have
obtained, by and large they
remain. In what used tg be the

annual US  Congredsional
discussion about MFN
treatment for China, now

nugatory after China’s entry
into the World Trade
Organisation, the big
corporations were very much on
China’s side ~ to the envy of
countries like India which
lacked equivalent lobbying

Tt is hard to §ee this established
structure of \association being
dissolved. No doubt there
will be continuing grumbles
about China's ways of doing
business, and the economic
slowdown in America will affect
China. But bilateral trade is set
to continue at a high level.

Nor is there any getting away
from China’s success in
expanding its international role,
particularly within its region. It
assumes a daunting and
unyielding position where it
sees its vital interests,
especially territorial, at stake —
Taiwan is the big example, the
Nansha/Spratly islands
another, and there are more
besides. But it has

successfully built its relations
with countries in its vicinity.

It has a  constructive
association with the Association
of South East Asian Nations
and is also grouped with

other Asian countries, in

dialogue with the European

100 YEARS AGO

{ of programme is announced.

APRIL22, 1901
THE AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY

interfered considerably with the success of the Calcutta
ateur Dramatic Society’s first performance of the season at
the Theatre Royal. The rain began to come down heavilv before a
third of the programme had been gone through, and the
consequent noise on the iron roof almost entirely drowned the
voices of the actors and singers. With provoking perversity the rain
all but ceased during the interval, and again as the audience were
leaving the theatre. The programme opened with a spirited
overture by Mr Mark’ band, which acquitted itself all through with
grate credit, Mr C.H.A. Goss who is the possessor of a pleasing
baritone voice, followed with rather a pretty song, entitled My
: Dream and I, and Miss Keble was also heard to good effect in a
' ballad from S’an Tov. Mr Ziramermann was har dly at his best in
. “Nothing new”, but his “Fantastic Dance”, in conjunction with Mr
1 Wyatt Webber, was thoroughly appreciated. Mr H.B. Mason
i commenced to tell some amusing American yarns, with a capital
Yankee accent, but at this point the rain came down, so that his
! clever patter and song Girly, Girly were almost inaudible beyond
the first two rows of stalls. For the same reason much of the effect
of a very pretty “Coon” song, by Mr Wallis-Whiddett was lost,
greatly to the disappointment of the audience. The second part of
the programme consisted of a little operetta, entitled “After All”,
| the three characters being impersonated by Mrs Wallis-Whiddets,
and messrs Bowrey and Webber, but here again the incessant
\ pattering of the rain made it impossible to follow the plot, such as
it was. It is to be hoped that the A.D.S. will have better luck next
: Saturday for their second performance, for which an entire change

IT was very unfortunate that the heavy rain last night

SALMAN HAIDAR

Union and other western
partners. Among the
neighbours, China has retained
its special links

with North Korea, and these
have been useful in defusing
past crises involving that
country and in promoting
contact between North and
Sotith

Korea.

China is seen by the countries
around it as a formidable
neighbour, with global reach
and an established place in the
affairs of the region.

These numerous links and
partnerships now being well
established, there is not much
scope for any drastic reversal of
external policy towards

China.

A greater assertiveness in
favour of its own demands as
they arise, a readiness to find
fault on issues such as human
rights, that may be as far as
America goes in re-aligning its
approach. Some necessary
restraints will remain: the

THE ST TESMAR

return of the spy plane crew
required both sides to back off
slightly, as if recognising that
neither could afford to push the
matter beyond a point.

Strident public

statements and postures have
not been followed by equally
unyielding  action. @ What
remains as a residue is grit in
the diplomatic machinery, by-
product of the angry exchanges.
The two sides will need to find
better ways of managing their
mutual business - though the
ongoing talks about the return
of the aircraft and other related
matters show rather

hard attitudes on both sides.

It is to be recalled that Bill
Clinton came to office with
similarly strong views about
China but by the end, he had a
very different approach. Geo-
political realities are not so .
easily dismissed, and it should |
be no surprise if the new US 1
administration soon begins to |
build its ties with China from
their current low point to
something more equable and !
balanced.

The incident in the South
China Seas has revived the |
perennial India-vs-China
discussion. China’s problems
with the USA could be India’s |
opportunity; the mantle of
strategic partnership could shp
from one set

of shoulders to the other — at
least, that is what some of the
comments imply. Jaswant
Singh’s surprise meeting w1th i
George W Bush while the crisis |
was at its height was seen by |
some as a gesture in this ‘
direction, though if that indeed |
was the intention, it would be a :
signal of uncommon subtlety.
There is, in fact, precious little |
substance in any perception of a |
special role for India in this !
particular context. Relations -
between America and India are
proceeding well and will no
doubt develop satisfactorily at |
many levels, without any :
extraneous |
factors to give them a push. We
need to be deaf to the siren song '
that would tempt us with
visions of leadership and take 1
us towards infructous rivalry | ’
with China. ;
More relevant to the country’s
welfare !
is the solution of our persisting
differences with China and the
development of frighdly, co-
operatlvetipmtht country.

(The author is a former Foreign
Secretary.) <
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‘Sino-US talks fail to break |
spy plane deadlock "

Beijing, April 20
NEITHER CHINA nor the US got
what they wanted from two days
of meetings here. The US didn't
get its spy plane back. China did-
n't get an end to US reconnais-
sance tlights off its coast.

And the prickly talks wrapped
up with the two sides still blam-
ing the other for the collision.

Strained relations will now be
tested even further by a looming
US decision on arms sales to Tai-
wan, the detention in China of a

JS citizen of Chinese origin and
China’s demand that Washington
return the leader of a spiritual
sect accused by Beijing of rape
and manslaughter. What adds to
the tension is that Taiwan's mili-
tary has begun its annual war
games to practice repelling a Chi-
nese invasion.

Immediately after the meeting,.
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
produced an animated graphic
that showed the US EP-3 aircraft
veering into the Chinese plane. Tt

also showed video footage of

what it described as dangerous
flying by the US aircraft inter-
cepting Chinese planes last year.

President Jiang Zemin iterat-
ed China’s demand that the US
take responsibility for the April 1
mid-air collision between the EP-

 CHINA DETAINS AMERICAN WRITER ON ESPIONAGE CHARGE

CHINA HAS detained an American writer and former teacher, the
US embassy said on Friday, the fifth Chinese-born intellectual with
foreign ties to be held in an anti-espionage campaign. Wu Jianmin,
a US citizen, was detained on April 8 and is suspected of espionage,
the US Embassy here said. Police informed embassy officials of
Wu’s detention on April 14, saying he was under investigation for
spying on behalf of Taiwan.
Authorities suspect that Wu was involved in the publication of
i Tiananmen Papers, a book about the 1989 crackdown on pro-democ-
i racy demonstrators, said Frank Lu, a former dissident who runs a
human rights monitoring group in Hong Kong. The book, which
. depicts Chinese leaders at odds over how to handle the protests, is
‘ said to be based on Communist Party records smuggled out of
" China by a disaffected official.
The report comes a day after the State Department warning to
travellers linked to Taiwan or dissident writings. It in particular
| cautions Americans originally from China.

USA Today

|
1
|
—

3 plane and a Chinese fighter jet
and stop sending spy planes near
China’s coast.

“The only way to prevent a
future occurrence of such an
incident is for the US to stop
sending  surveillance over
China’s coastal waters,” he told
State radio. Jiang made the
demand as China's top civilian
and military leaders met the
bereaved family of pilot Wang
Wel, the “revolutionary martyr”
who was killed in the crash.

The US team led by Peter
Verga, Acting Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy, said no date
has been set for further talks.
“There’s nothing currently
scheduled. We expect to hear
from the Chinese Governmeng,”
he said. But Verga called the
talks “productive”.

White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer confirmed that the
talks were useful but “the matter
is not resolved”, .

Reuters/USA Today
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/ S1n0-US talks
© on spy plane

+ deadlocked

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

" BEIJING, April 19. - China and the USA today abruptly ended

their negotiations without an agreement on the plane incident as
both countries stuck to their respective stands on the mid-air col-
lision between a Chinese fighter jet and a US spy plane on 1
April.

“We have concluded negotiations for now,” Chinese foreign min- |

istry spokeswomen Ms Zhang Qiyue told the press here.

“China and the USA have agreed to keep in contact on the col-

lision incident and will decide on the time for the next round of |
negotiations through diplomatic channels,” Ms Zhang said in a ,

statement.

Describing the five-hour talks in two sessions as “frank”, Ms |

Zhang said the meetings has been “conducive to the mutual un- |

derstanding of each other’s stand”.

Ms Zhang reiterated Beijing’s position that the collision was :
due to an increasing number of US surveillance flights close to

China’s coastal waters, and urged Washington to end flights.

She said the US team was presented with “a large amount of :
evidence which proves” the American side was responsible for |
the collision. Ms Zhang showed a video film, a graphic animated
film and some still pictures of the damaged US spy plane to prove -

the Chinese stand that USA should take full responsibility for
the incident and make a convincing explanation to the Chinese

side for the collision. Ms Zhang refused to confirm that China

had agreed to discuss the issue of returning the US spy plane, a
key demand Washington made at the talks.

Earlier the eight-member US delegation led by deputy under sec-
retary of defence for policy support, Mr Peter F Verga, returned to
the American embassy without making any comment.

Ms Zhang also quoted the head of the Chinese team at the talks,
Mr Lu Shumin,as telling the US side: “The Chinese has had enough
evidence to prove it is the US side that should hold full responsibil-
ity for the incident”. Mr Lu, director general of the Chinese for-

eign ministry’s department of North American and Oceanic af- "
fairs, described as “entirely groundless” and “irresponsible” com-

ments by senior US officials that the missing Chinese fighter pi-
lot Wang Wei wa onsible for the mid-air collision over South
China Sea. .
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HE STANDOFF between the U.S.
and China over the spy plane in-
cident is revealing in the ap-
proaches they have taken on
finding a solution to an awkward incident.
The event had taken both countries by sur-
prise. The response of the leaderships re-
veals a great deal about the nature of the
relationship they are attempting to build.
The incident is indicative of the way the
two systems respond to conflict and the
way public opinion influences such re-
sponses. The U.S. and the Chinese lead-
erships have each attempted to obtain a
larger gain even as they have put in place
mechanisms for resolving the situation
and to put the incident behind them.

The U.S. surveillance over Chinese wa-
ters and naval activity has gone on for over
40 years. As the Chinese naval capabilities
improved, the U.S. surveillance increased
both in frequency and persistence. Re-
cently China had acquired two Russian
warships and these had been put to some
intensive work on the high seas. The U.S.
surveillance had intensified and a number
of flights had taken place close over these
warships. The Chinese for their part had
for some time taken to challenging the sur-
veillance flights by aggressive fighter air-
craft action. This involved flying extremely
close to the slow-moving surveillance air-
craft, gesturing to the U.S. pilots and even
dangerous manoeuvres under and above
the surveillance aircraft. In the more sensi-
tive portions of its coastline, China had no-
tified a few exclusion zones. The incident
occurred close to one such area.

It is apparent from what has been esti-
mated so far that there was an accident
involving the U.S. and Chinese aircraft. In
a dangerous and threatening manoeuvre,
a Chinese fighter aircraft attempted to
come up ahead of the U.S. plane from be-
low it. There was an error of judgment on
the part of one or both pilots and both
aircrafts were damaged. Photographs
show the nose cone of the U.S. aircraft
sheared off and at least one propeller dam-
aged. The Chinese aircraft was disabled
enough for the pilot — who was probably
injured — to eject. The pilot has in all like-
lihood perished. Another Chinese pilot
was witness to the?cidem and was in fact
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Astute forei

policy management (by the U.S. and

China) played!a large part in retrieving the situation
(caused by the spyplane crisis). Therein rest
the lessons for the future.

a party to the manoeuvre. His version of
the event is yet to be made known. The
U.S. crew knew all along what was hap-
pening until the accident occurred. They
then flew in a disabled condition to the
Chinese airfield and made a good job of
landing safely. The crew had a little over 20
minutes to destroy the surveillance equip-
ment and data, while getting ready for
what could have been a catastrophic end.

The Chinese had on hand a technical
windfall of a surveillance aircraft and the
political advantage of the U.S. crew being
captive. The aircraft was stripped of all its
secrets and the crew was put through
questioning under threat to obtain infor-
mation on the nature of their work and on
the intelligence they had collected. The
crew in Chinese custody created great
public pressure on the U.S. administration
for their safe return. Every additional day
of the crew in Chinese custody unleashed
American memories of the Iran hostage
drama, and the year-long Pueblo surveil-
lance ship ordeal. As expected, yellow rib-
bons tied to trees quickly made their
appearance in areas where the families of
the American crew lived. The administra-
tion was forced to rope in loyal Repub-
licans and think-tank analysts to certify
the efficiency with which it was dealing
with the matter. The U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, got low ratings for his lack
of involvement and sense of urgency in
getting the crew released.

The U.S. response was initially based on
the imperative of retaining its superpower
image, and its claim to leadership of the
free world. A demonstration of the limits of
U.S. capabilities could do untold harm to
the confidence of its allies. As for China,
the incident presented an opportunity to
demonstrate that it can stand up to the
superpower and extract a settlement on
equal terms. It promptly accused the U.S.
of hostile action and arrogance and de-
manded an apology. It wanted the U.S. to
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admit to willful wrong-doing. The Chinese
President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, left on a
scheduled tour abroad, leaving the distinct
impression that his country would take its
time resolving the matter.

The U.S. claimed the accident occurred
over international waters, and that its air-
craft was justified in entering and landing
in Chinese territory while in distress. It de-
manded that since the crew of the aircraft
were in uniform and on legitimate duty,
they could not be treated as spies and held
prisoners. The reality was that with its air-
craft and crew in Chinese hands, the U.S.
had very limited options. In international
law it would be very difficult to confirm or
deny that the accident occurred in inter-
national air space. The U.S. legal experts
opined that there were no objective adju-
dicators available to conclusively decide
the issue. They declared approaching the
International Court of Justice as too slow a
process to contemplate recourse to it. Left
with rapidly receding choices, the U.S. au-
thorities opted for softer options.

The administration’s spin doctors then
came up with the idea of creative solutions
being the need of the hour, rather than the
technicalities of who was right. It evolved
the policy of talking firm in public and
dealing soft behind the scenes. It put out
arguments about China’s economic needs
from the U.S. and refused an apology. In a
nuanced set of moves, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, expressed regret
over the loss of the Chinese pilot and air-
craft, implying some U.S. involvement in
the incident. Before the Chinese could re-
ject the expression of regret as inadequate,
Mr. Bush reiterated the regret over the
Chinese loss. In hectic behind-the-scenes
activity, the U.S. prevailed upon the Chi-
nese to allow access to the crew to confirm
their safety. After ensuring the crew were
safe, it brought on parents of some of the
crew members to talk in patriotic terms of
the duty their son was performing. This

~~ U.S.-China militaryu brinkmanship

\C\ Z\ By V. R. Raghavan

took some of the sting out of the domestic
criticism and gave the administration time
to negotiate without being driven by the
pressure of public opinion.

To counter public opinion in the U.S.,
the Chinese sent off a scathing letter from
the wife of the missing pilot addressed to
Mr. Bush. Chinese television channels in
the U.S. also criticised the emphasis
placed solely on American interests. The
U.S. quickly came around to working out a
face-saving formula. The Chinese used the
U.S. crew to gain time, put pressure on the
Bush administration, and force a concilia-
tory conduct on it. There is a emerging
debate in the U.S. on who really won in the
standoff. To stave off further criticism, the
administration has come up with strong
language over what can be done to China
on the issue of trade, human rights and its
claims to host the Olympics. The U.S. De-
fence Sccretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
who was kept off the media during the cri-
sis, came up with films of Chinese aggres-
sive flying in the past. The fact is that the
U.S. demonstrated great concern for the
safe return of its military personnel and
did everything short of offering a formal
apology.

The incident shows the inherent risks in
continuing to demonstrate military power
unilaterally and routinely. It also demon-
strates the two contradictory strands of
policy which China and the U.S. have
adopted. On the one hand, there is the
urge to engage in and benefit from eco-
nomic and trade relations between the two
countries. There is, on the other hand, the
continuing urge to contain and confront
each other in geopolitical and military
terms. The Chinese have gained through
the incident an advantage in technical and
political terms, and more in building the
image of a power which cannot be trifled
with. The U.S. has got away with a military
embarrassment which could have been
worse. Astute foreign policy management
played a large part in retrieving the sit-
uation created by military brinkmanship.
Therein rest the lessons for the future.
(The writer is currently a Fellow with the
Center for International Security & Coopéer-
ation at Stanford University.)
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Go easy on Chma. US senators

DOINA CHIACU

chairman of the House International Relations

WASHINGTON, APRIL 16 9(\ Carriers o protect planes Commmittee, said the US should demand the
\ prompt return of the plane.
THE United States should not let the spy WASHINGTON: A US aircraft carrier “That is our property and must be re-

plane showdown with China influence deci- ' | is headed toward a position in the South |  turned,” Hyde said on NBC’s Meet the Press. “It
sionson trade with Bejing or seflingarmstoTii- *| China Sea where it could launch fighterjets |  isnot a trophy for them to confiscate.”

wan, several Senate Democrats and Republi- | to protect US reconnaissance flights off Hyde said that if the Chinese kept the plane

canssaid on Sunday. | China’s coast when those flights resume, the |  until June, when Congressistovoteon PNTR, it
“Unlegs the Chinese really complicate | Washington Post reported in Monday edi- |  could costthem.

things in some way — which they might do— | tions,quoting navyofficials. Senator Tim Hutchinson, an Arkansas Re-

I'm not sare that it’s in the best interests of this The paper said the flights may resume as pubhcanwhoopposcspetmanentnormaltrade

country tqgtart cutting off trade relationships | early as Thursday in international airspace relations, said on Fox News Sunday that-he did
with Chitia,” Nébraska Republican Senator | about 80 km off the Chinese coast, follow- not think the Senate was

scrap-
Chuck Hagel said on CBS’ Facethe Nation.“Sol | inglast Wednesday’$releasc ofthe 24 mem- |  ping PNTR, “even under these circumstances”.

would right now vote to maintain favoured na- | ber crew of a US navy EP-3 surveillance -Hutchinson and Senator Bob Graham, a
tionstatus.” plane. Florida Democrat, said on the Fox programme
Dozengof lawmakers have backed a House - the US should not make the return of the plane a

of Representatives measure to revoke the deci- The Chinese still have the US EP-3 spy  precondition for future tatks,

sfon by the Congressseven monthsagotogrant  plane and a bilateral meeting on Wednesday The US was China’ s second-biggest trading
. permanént normal trade relations (P’NTR)’eo will focus on US demands for its return. ith almost $ 75 biflion in bi-
China.

Henry Hyde, an Illinois Republican and
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Martyr

-Beijing, April 15

CHINA HAS proclaimed the
Chinese fighter pilot killed in a
collision with a US spy plane a
“revolutionary martyr” and
denounced Washington’s ver-
sion of events, setting the stage
for tense follow-up talks on
Wednesday.

The enshrinement of fighter
pilot Wang Wei in the pantheon
of communist heroes,
announced by State radio late on
Saturday and carried promi-
nently by State newspapers on
Sunday, coincided with tough
remarks from Washington on
the collision.

The Chinese navy paid tribute
to what it called Wang’s “glori-
ous sacrifice” in the April 1 inci-
dent, which sparked a Sino-
American standoff during
which China detained the spy
plane’s crew for 11 days.

Wednesday’s talks, part of a
deal which helped defuse the
standoff, are likely to focus on
what happened on April 1 and
what will happen to the crippled
spy plane, which is still on
China’s Hainan island where it
made an emergency landing.

Following the return home of
24 American crew members of
the grounded Navy EP-3E elec-
tronic spy plane, Washington
has taken a tougher line withr
China, asserting that the Chi-
nese fighter was to blame for the
collision over the South China
Sea.

China has taken umbrage at
the stance adopted by America.

Major newspapers quoted for-
eign ministry spokeswoman
Zhang Qiyue that the US
charges, made in Pentagon
briefings, were “not beneficial
for the development of Sino-US
relations.”

Beijing freed the 24 Ameri-
cans on Thursday after accept-
ing a US letter saying Washing-
ton was “very sorry” for the loss
of the Chinese pilot and for the
US plane’s landing in China
without permission.

The two sides remain at odds
over the cause of the crash.

But Beijing has also made
clear its top priority at the talks
will be a halt to the US spy
flights. Washington has made
equally plain it has no intention
of stopping them.

The top US priority will be to

AFP PHOTOS

Lt Patrick Honeck (above) reunited wih his family on his arrival at
Whidbey Island in Washington even as China declared missing pilot

Wang Wei (right) a martyr.

get its $80 million EP-3 back.

To prevent a recurrence of
the April 1 incident, Washington
also wants to establish rules on
how Chinese aircraft deal with
the flights, which it says take
place outside China’s airspace.

Military spokeswoman Zhang
repeated China’s assertion that
the EP-3 veered suddenly into
Wang'’s F-8, sending it plunging
into the sea. Pilot Wang bailed
out, while the EP-3 made its
emergency landing on Hainan.

The United States says that
the Chinese pilot flew into the
propeller of the EP-3, causing a
collision which lopped off the
American plane’s nose cone,
damaged a second propeller and
sent metal shards through the
fuselage.

Deputy secretary of State
Richard Armitage, quoted by
the Wall Street Journal, said
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China’s handling of the meeting
on Wednesday could show what
sort of bilateral ties it sought.

“If it's conducted in a busi-
nesslike manner, it may indicate
that China wants a productive
relationship. If on the other
hand they behave in a polemical
or shrill manner. it might indi-
cate they haven’t made up their
mind,” he said.

Chinese commentators play
down angry calls by US lawmak-
ers for retaliation against Bei-
jing by boosting arm sales to
Taiwan or revoking China’s
trade privileges in the American
market. They predict quick nor-
malisation after emotions settle.

“President Bush and the
Republicans, after all, subscribe
to the realism school of foreign
policy, which puts the interests
of their country first,” said Guo
Xian’gang, a senior researcher

at the China Institute of Inter-
national Studies. A Newsweek
survey Saturday showed little
support among Americans for
blocking Chinese entry to the
WTO or opposing China’s bid to
host the 2008 Olympics. Only 22
percent of those questioned said
they expected long-term damage
to Sino-US relations. '
Reuters
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o U.S. to ask ¢
" China some .\
‘tough questions’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 13. The freed
crew members of the American
spy plane now in Hawaii for de-
briefing have disputed China’s
version of events on the collision
over the South China Sea making
the point that it was the Chinese
pilot who was at fault.

In Washington, the President,
Mr. George W Bush, had once
again some blunt words for Beij-
ing saying that some “tough
questions” would be posed dur-
ing next week's enquiry by offi-
cials and experts of the two sides.

According to one report, the
Pentagon is getting ready to de-
classify a number of things that
would go to bolster the American
point of view.

Mr. Bush said the kind of in-
cident that the two sides had been
through *“'...does not advance a
constructive  relationship  be-
tween our countries”’. He spoke
not only of the collision involving
the Chinese fighter and the EP-3E
Aries [T but took a shot at Beijing’s
track record on human rights,
freedom of refigion and stability
in the Asia Pacific.

On the one hand, Mr. Bush said
that over the last several days the
two countries had confronted
strong emotions “‘and often con-
flicting convictions and pro-
foundly different points of view”.
But he argued that “China’s deci-
sion to prevent the return of our
crew for 11 days is inconsistent
with the kind of relations we have
both said we want to have”.

On Capitol Hill, the Members of
Congress are away on their two
week Easter recess. Though both
the Republicans and the Demo-
crats are pleased with the fashion
this administration went about
the whole thing, China is not ex-
pected to get off the hook all that
easily and when law makers re-
turn next week a number of
things could be expected.

The crew members should not
have been “‘incarcerated to begin
with"' said Mr. Jesse Helms, the
powerful Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, in
a statement congratulating the
administration on the crew’s re-
lease.

Fixed course

The Pentagon is maintaining
that crew members had informed
the de-briefers that the EP-3E was
on auto pilot, on a fixed course
and altitude when the Chinese
fighter came from below and
struck it. This is the position the
administration officials had been
maintaining from the beginning.

And Mr. Bush was quick to
jump on this. “From all the evi-
dence we have seen the United
States aircraft was operating in in-
ternational airspace in full ac-
cordance with all laws,
procedures and regulations and
did nothing to cause the acci-

. dent.”

Mr. Bush was having lunch with

the Vice-President at the White
House when the Air Force plane
carrying the 24 crew members of
the EP-3E landed at the Hickam
Air Force Base in Hawaii.

Mr. Bush spoke to the mission
commander, Lt. Shame Osborne,
while others listened in. The gen-
eral consensus in the military and
elsewhere is that the pilot of the
EP-3E did a fantastic job putting
the plane on the airstrip in Hai-
nan Island after the mid-air colli-
sion.

Guidelines

In the meantime some details
are emerging on what went on in
the Bush White House during the
protracted standoff. The point
that senior aides to the President
are making is that Mr. Bush was
engaged from the very first day
even if ruling out calling it a “cri-
sis”. Mr. Bush, the argument
goes, not only set the parameters
but also made sure to his assist-
ants that the rhetoric level should
not be raised.

Mr. Bush was concerned about
the details as well — like with
Easter around the corner whether
some of the Christian crew mem-
bers would want the Bible books.
Throughout the 11 day period, the
President talked directly to his top
officials, be it the U.S. Ambassa-
dor in Beijing, Mr. Joseph Prueh
er, the Defence Attache ther
Gen. Neal Sealock, or back hon?
with people like Gen. Colin Pow |
or his Defence Secretary, Mr. Do-
nald Rumsfeld.

Eventually, the U.S. expressed
regret and said that it was ‘‘very
sorry’’ that the incident led to the
loss of the Chinese pilot’s life and
the aircraft. But apparently from
the outset the President had de-
cided that there would be no
apology and that it will be Mr.
Prueher who will be conveying
the final message.

Bush talks to Blair

The United Nations Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, played
an open role in persuading China
to end the standoff. So did Britain.
And Mr. Bush is said to have spo-
ken to the British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, the French Presi-
dent, Mr. Jacques Chirac, and the
President of Brazil, Mr. Fernando
Henrigue Cardoso, who met Mr.
Jiang in his tour of Latin America.

Mr. Bush also talked to a num-
ber of “outsiders’” including ex-
perts on the subject. For instance,
he is said to have talked to Mr.
Brent Scowcroft who was Nation-
al Security Advisor for Mr. Bush
senior; the former Secretary of
State, Mr. James Baker, and the
former President, Mr. Jimmy Car-
ter, who is believed to have of-
fered his assistance.

The thought of the President
calling his counterpart in China,
Mr. Jiang Zemin, did come up.
But ultimately the National Secu-

rity Advisor, Dr. Condoleeza Rice,
told the President that he co
“only play that card once’.

|
|
!
|

|
|
|
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is expected to send a spy plane o

~a new mission to the Chines

coast within the next week.

The planned flight is likely to
anger Beijing and could under-
mine a meeting on 18 April at
which China and the USA will
discuss the future of reconnais-
sance operations in the South
China Sea. Analysts say clash-
es over such intelligence mis-
sions are likely to continue.

The plane, expected to be a
Navy P3 Orion anti-submarine
craft or an Air Force four-jet-
engine RC135 based on the
Boeing 707, will leave from an
American base in Japan and
might be intercepted by Chi-
nese jets as neither side has
made any commitment so far to
scale back operations.

Mr Eric Grove, of Hull Univer-
sity, said last night: “More of
these conflicts will crop up in
the future.” \

The potential for conflict is
substantial because of the size
and diversity of the American
spying effort, and because of
the ferocity with which China
opposes it.

America’s intelligence-gather-

ing operation aimed at China

uses satellites; mobile recon-
naissance teams in Pakistan,
Central Asia and Mongolia; lis-
tening stations in Taiwan, Ja-

; pan and South Korea; submar-

ines tapping into deep sea
cables; warships observing Chi-
nese naval exercises; surveil-
lance aircraft; and CIA stations

. in Beijing and Hong Kong as

well as CIA officers in the
Shanghai, Chengdu and
Guangzhou consulates. Robert
Karniol, of Jane’s Defence
Weekly, said: “All of these
things work in combination.”

The information gathertd is
processed at a base in Omabha,
Nebraska, and then parceled
out to American agencies and
government departments.

The monitoring is mainly
aimed at the Chinese military
to assess both its hardware and
its operational capabilities. By

observing exercises, American 1

analysts can assess anything
from the rigidity of the chain of
command to the morale of dif-
ferent sections of the People’s
Liberation Army.

Observers believe assessments
of the opponent’'s human capabil-
ities are often more important
than knowing exactly how many
tanks and submarines are de-

“ployed by the other side.

This explains why the Ameri-
cans are relying so heavily on es-
pionage planes with listening
equipment rather than solely on
satellites which are safer but can
only photograph hardware.

Dr Grove said: “This type of
reconnaissance provides one of
the best pictures you can get of
the other side.”

American officials said the Chi-
na operation was flying the same
number of intelligence-gathering
planes as were flown at the
height of the Cold War. The
number of missions targeting
China is above 200 a year. “This
is a multibillion-dollar effort,” an
American defence official noted.

According to military analysts,
China is gore/ strongly opposed

- WASHINGTON, April 13.
'Mr George W Bush has ac-
' cused China of committing an
+illegal act by challenging the
US spy aircraft in internation-
al air space.

The US President stressed he
+ would direct the US represen-

tatives to be tough with Beijing
! in the next week’s talks sched-
uled to take up the issue of
I cause of the accident.

Mr Bush, changing his tenor
| after the 24 member US air-

plans another spy -

mlsslon off China coast

BUSH GETS TOUGH WITH CHINA

Mr George W Bush

| crew arrived on American soil, issued a statement saying:
| “From all the evidence we've seen, the US aircraft was operat-
| ing in the international airspace, in full accordance with all

)

| laws, procedures and did nothing to cause the accident”.
i The US has expressed regret, saying “very sorry” for their spy

| plane entering the Chinese territory without permit.

;  Hardening his stance towards Beijing, Mr Bush said US rep-

| resentatives would ask tough questions about China's recent
practlce of challenging US aircraft operating legally in interna-
tlonal axrspace dunng at the 18 Apnl meeting. ~UNI

to such missions than even the
Soviet Union was during the
Cold War. Unlike Moscow, Bei-
jing doesn’t have the capabilities
to conduct a wide range of high-
tech spying missions and there-
fore feels more vulnerable.

~ Dr Grove said China and
America could try to minimise
future conflict over intelli-
gence-gathering by agreeing to
certain regulations.

He said: “One of the Cold War
lessons about how to keep it
cold is that you need rules, both
formal and  informal. They
could agree on a minimum dis-
tance their ships and planes
have to keep from each other. I
would not be surprised if there

were a Chinese officer sitting
down right now to write a
memo advocating this.”

The main precedent for such
regulations is the 1972 Inci-
dents at Sea Agreement be-
tween the USSR and USA. Be-
fore that, Russian sailors regu-
larly engaged in games of chick-
en leading to the loss of life, ac- -
cording to American Naval Her-
itage in Brief, a textbook used at
British universities.

Even if such rules are agreed.
the potential for conflict re-
mains. As long as Beijing and
Washington are fundamentally
divided over intelligence-gath-

ering, the Sino-US relationshj
is likely to remain in li}nb /
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_CRISIS IN SINO-US
b RELATIONS

7
L\

v

\L\ R By WILLIAM FRANKEL in WASHINGTON

ENAYOR Jesse Helms, the

Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
rarely hesitates to make his
opinions known. The fact that
he has so far been silent on the
dispute with China over the
detention of the American spy
plane and the 24 members of
its crew says a great deal about
its gravity.

Considerable pressure has
been exerted from the highest
sources in President Bush’s.
administration to avoid exacer-
bating the situation by airing
the views held by Senator
Helms and his fellow hard-
liners. The President, himself
no expert on foreign affairs,
has made it clear that only he
and General Colin Powell, the
Secretary of State, speak on
behalf of the administration on
what is, though not described
as, a Crisis.

Each country lays blame on
the other for causing the death
of a Chinese airman and the
forced landing in Chinese
territory of the United States
aircraft on April 1. The Ameri-
cans claim that the collision
was caused by the Chinese
fighter plane flying too close to
their “lumbering” reconnais-
sance aircraft while the Chin-
ese attribute the collision to the
aggressiveness of the American
plane.

They demand an apology
which the Americans decline to
offer since that would amount
to an admission of respon-
sibility. Instead, the Americans
are suggesting an independent
enquiry after its flyers are
released. The 24 American air-
men and women who are being
held on the Chinese island of
Hainan where the plane landed
are, at least not yet, referred to
as hostages. But there is no
doubt that their detention is
the chief bargaining chip held
by the Chinese.

As seen here, their aim
appears to be to keep the
situation on hold until America
declares its guilt for the
collision and that this would be
followed by the demand to end
these reconnaissance flights
which, says the United States,
are perfectly legal.

PRIDE VS TRADE

The reluctance here to des-
cribe the incarcerated Ameri-
cans as hostages harks back to

the Iranian siege of the Ameri-

can Embassy in Tehran twenty
years ago at the end of Presi-
dent Carter’s term. It was his
inability to secure the release
of those captive Americans that
contributed to his defeat by
Ronald Reagan in the 1980
election.

Mr Bush, anxious to avoid
following this precedent, must
take comfort from the latest
poll which shows that 64 per
cent of Americans approve of
his handling of the situation.

It is intended to appear
conciliatory but firm. After his
first sharp comment simply
calling for the release of the
crew, Mr Bush has since modi-
fied his tone, has spoken of his
“regret” and has offered sym-
pathy to the bereaved. That
approach did not please all
Republicans. The influential
conservative Weekly Standard,
1z a long editorial headed “A

National Humiliation”, charg-
ed the President with having
“revealed weakness”. So far,
the hawks in Congress have
only grumbled under their
breath. But, as time passes and
if the 24 are not soon allowed to
return home, they are likely to
become more vocal.

That will make things more
difficult for the administration
which, though hostile to
China’s form of government, is
sympathetic to its own pro-
business group which wants to
strengthen trade relations with
the most populous nation on
earth.

HIGH STAKES
Only two weeks ago, the

President received China’s
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Qian Qichen. The main item on
the agenda was the request by
Taiwan to its American ally for
sophisticated arms to deter
Chinese aggression or coercion.
Mr Bush gave no assurances
but, in a public statement at
the time, referred to the hope of
a positive relationship with
China in “strategic compe-
tition”. ,

Though less friendly than the
“strategic partnership” advo-
cated by President Clinton
during his 1998 visit to China,
it gave a positive indication of
the desire to do business
together.

For both countries, the stakes
are high. Both stand to lose if
there is a breakdown of the bi-
lateral trade which is said to
have been worth over $100
billion last year, prepon-
derantly in China’s favour. If
the standoff continues, not only
is business likely to suffer but
Mr Bush will come under |
strong Congressional pressure
to sell Taiwan the weapons for
which it is asking.

There are other issues too.
China wishes to join the World
Trade Organisation on flexible
terms for which it is nego-
tiating at a characteristically
leisurely pace. If that is not
completed soon Congress could
revoke China’s trading advan-
tages in the United States and
already 28 Congressmen have
suggested this course. And,
finally, a protracted crisis could
well grejudice China’s strenu-
ous efforts to bring the 2008
Olympics to Beijing.

The '11 day crisis ended on
Wednesday. The experts in lin-
guistic gymnastics had succe-
eded in finding a form of words
which satisfied both sides.
The United States was “very
sorry” for the death of the pilot
and also “very sorry” that its
aircraft had landed in China
without permission. This doub-
le sorry was treated by the
Chinese as a “form of apology”.

Both countries claim that
their requirements have been
met, but this is not the conclu-
sion of the matter. The groun-
ded plane remains in China
where no doubt its multitude of
surveillance equipment will be
thoroughly examined before it
is returned.

Then there are the out-
standing matters ofthe World
Trading Organis
ply of arms to
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China honours lost pilot_-
[ hero '

as nationa

Beijing. April 12

HE WAS a loyal son, fearless sol-
dier, devoted patriot and diligent
student.

In the 1960s, it was Lei Feng,
the selfless soldier proclaimed a
model socialist by revolutionary
leader Mao Zedong.

This month, it’'s Wang Wei, the
Chinese fighter pilot missing
after his jet plunged into the sea
following a collision with a US
spy plane.

State media have lionised Wang
as a hero of national defence in a
campaign that harks back
decades to a China before Inter-
net cafes, stock markets and
mobile phones.

“In1 the past few days the heroic
gualities of Wang Wei in being
dauntless in the face of strongene-
mies. fearing no sacrifice and wag-
ing brave struggle have been on
everyone's lips,” the state-run Chi-
na News Service said on Tuesday.

Behind the propaganda there is
a genuine tragedy. The military is
still searching the South China

M\%

AP PHOTC

The homeward-bound crew members of the US spy plane.

Sea for Wang, but he is presumed
dead. He left a 6-year-old son, and
his wife’s tear-streaked face has
appeared nightly on TV.

The campaign is a reminder
that despite two decades of eco-
nomic reform, China’s Commu-
nist rulers haven’t lost their
affection for creating larger-

than-life role models.

The party is all the more eager
for models of socialist virtue in
an era when it fears loosening
social controls are creating a
nation of selfish money-grub-
bers and eroding support for
communist rule.

AP

THE HINDUSTAN 11 .

13 B

ey -
vy



e d

{s10in9y) *Lepsany], uo prodare eUeARH je 01se) [OpL] Iapes|
ueqn) Sunealu Ie)Je saArM (9] UrueZ Sueyr JUSPISaL ISAUMD

"pres ay ‘a1y
j0u pIP INg ‘sun3 Iy} maup sI8p
[0S V'Id 2YJ, "pPies sy . ‘seanpao
-oad Jrey3 Sunjerdwiod dols 03 Wwat}
198 03 3UrAJ) a1a9m asaujy) 9yl
asneoaq Jeguep ur os pIp A9y L,

‘saans
-BoUWl AdoUadJIawd JO  ISITYI8YD,,
e pajerdwoo pey Aayy
pres Inq ‘aueld ay) aaes[ 0} pado)
SeM M3JI0 SY) 8I0J9q PaKoIIs
-ap sem axem}jos pue juswdinba
Surddoapsaaes o1U0IJ08T3 S[) 9ATY
-ISUas 8} Jo yonwt moy Ayroads o)
pauroep yewordip puodes sy,

. ouerd a3 Jo wey) pajuem
£31]1 1By} soUBIIp 9densdue| oY)
Jo 9y1ds ur way} 03 18910 ) Suryewt
3J9M OUM SJSIPIOS V'Id PouLte A]
-1ABaY AQ POPUNOLINS dIoM AL,
‘pres jewordip JOTUSS PuU0das e
. PUNOJg 8} Uo se3nuUIl ST jnoge
sem J1 jey) pejreuwtise Aoy,

“puelst ueurey
uo mmm 0 :Emwcﬂ

A

N skes

s.Bul

je pepue] aueld S perddiio sy3
Jajye sdoody (V1d) AuLly uoijele
-qr1 s,81dosd Yirm I8junodus asual
B JO JUN0o0e Ue paonpod smatale)
-Uf [erJTul Ing ‘TremeH Ul pajeligep
3ureq sem MaI0 URILIDWY YL,

Ul paunj aJem assuIy)
9y} aans jusem 9y jey; 3uippe
‘pres ay ,‘SsaqisIp Ul jjegoare J10j
dn ue)sI] 0} swil) 8y} [[e serousnb
-34] paend sy} Jojruowt o} pasod
-dns aJe s19m0] pue Jeaoary,,

"SJIOJBTAR [[€ AQ pasn —
JHA G181 PUe 4H(1 0'€VE — SO0
-usnbagj paens,, ayj uo S[[eo ssaxy
-SIp  AepAeur, ¢z-61 jues pey 1o11d
'S'[1 9y pres yewoidip ay} Ing

‘uorssTuriad jnoyjim surpueg
Aq aoedsJare s3I paje(oia pey suerd
Ads perddrxo ay) pres eury)
‘pres A0AUD a3y} ‘Bss 8y} OJul UMop
JU9M PUB 0M) 03U 901G uay3 1a(
Joysiy oy, -ouerd Ads ayj Jo sU00
9S0U 8y} [Jo paxoouy pue paemdn
joys :mﬁ ‘Tres s y3m auerd SN

?; @/

‘UOISI[0 PISNEI JO[L

a3} Jo aur3ua jusoelpe sy} sdeysad
pue sutdua Ja[[adoad }Jo] 8pIsino
9y} Y uay} 1af 9seuTy) Sy
‘pres
JewrordIp oy} ., ‘¥oA0 vmnmza pue
‘319 8P e dn payTnd ‘ouerdare oy
9JBI9[800R 0] PaLI) 9y 9YI] SHOO[
} ‘pesjsul Ing ‘SpIsINo sy} 01 03
pue aurerdare oy} Jopun 03 st nok
— SuluunaIapun paf[ed SJeym
St op 0} pasoddns a1,noA JeyM,,
-ouerd doad-oqan; uedLIBWY
SUIAOUI-I9MOTS 8y} UM  SNOAZID
-uad 9AlIssaId3e,, s3I} JOo paIy)
91} U0 85070 00} 103 8 usym aye)}
-STu e apewl Jo11d 13[ assuiy) sy3
pres jewoldIp o1} 1nq ‘el IIY3Y
91} Ojul payseJo pue yoani Siq e
spew suerd g 9y} ples vuUIly)
"90UR.IED [BQI9A JNO
-UyNMm papue] pue aoedsare s eury)
paiajus sue[d S 8yl ey pueond
a8sauIy)) 9y} JO sso] aY} J10j  AJI0S
AJoA,, sem 31 jey) Buly) 03} J9)
-}9] B U1 pres §[) oy} JojJe AepIs)soi

Al1es way) pasea[ad pue sAep 11
J0J Ma40 ay) Py 3utfieg ., 'uoryewt
-J0JUY 91BINJOE () 1m pajussald jou
aJam A8y Aypiqrssod e s 219y,
"UOTSIO8p
[enIUl I8y} apeur £ay) Ustim Wwisy}
0} pajuasaxd $)0€] 9jeINIoR PRy
diysJepeat asaury) ay3,, J8Yyjoym
SN 9y} 0} Jes[oun sem I ey}
‘IoASMOY ‘pappe A0AUd Y,
‘pres
Teroryo ay) ., ‘ansst STy} 9ATOS 0} A
0} way) 03 a[qeqieae syjed 1930
2J9M 818 Usym UOTIBJUOLJUOD JO
red B Uasoyo 9ABY 0} owt 0} saead
-de diysaepes] a8saulIl) aYL,,
*JS0] oJom aueld pue
1011d 8saULYD 91} YOIYM UT “edg
BULYD YINOS 9y} JI9A0 UOISI[[00 3}
Jo 3utpuey s eury) payme] aH
‘Buifieg urt s1s310dad pro3
AoAus a8 ‘Tem Axoa paysiiduwod
-0® J0U Sem B[} SNOAZIPUSI B Sem
11 °g-dd oY) urex 0y 413 03 Jno 3ut
W09 Jo Aem Atre Ul Joe 9jeleqiiop

Shrb

J.usem SIy] ST jualIssasse anQ,,
aue[d uedlIoury
pauldus-Inoj ayj Jo aUISUs I191N0
e paddro pue [03u00 3507 ‘suerd
- Ads - dH S 943 JO 199F 9AL] 0} 9.1H}
urrm may jortd J103ysiy g aseu
-IYD B USUM PaINodo UOISI[[09
9} pies ‘AjlwAuocue Jo UoIpuod

uo 3uryjeads ‘yewoldip oy,
‘pres Aoaus ayf) ‘, A@¥IUNn
A[omwanxa,, sem JUapIode 1 [Lady
ol]} Jo UolsIsA sEUIY) eyl JoI]
-9q S[] TelTUl 8y} PIULIJUOD SI10}
-BIA®B 91} JO Sutuorisenb Areurury
-21d Inq ‘UOISI[{02 8} 10 M3ID UBD

-lIewy $g o) pewre[q sutlteg
‘Aepo) pres jewo[dip S JOTUSS B
‘po-pueis o13ewodip e pejIsusjur
juaprout ay) Jo Surppueysiw s uif
-lod pue auerd Ads S e y)rm uors
-T[[00 ate-prwt ay3 pasneod jorid 1o
Y31y asaury) e £q SUlA[f 9A1SS0IS
BV (s1oynay) g1 THdv ‘Sullteg

LATDA TN vd WO3A

deury)

> $10B] UO }gNOp JO 11Jauaq S193 mEmHoﬁmoA - &onqﬁm I0J pauwre[q JuapIoul Jo wﬁ%zm:m:: s Suiltog \




antroversy not over
«"yet: Chinese PM

BEIING, APRIL 12. The Chinese Pre- | ¥

- mier Zhu Rongji today asserted
that the release of crew members

© of the us reconnaissance plane

+ this morning by China does not

mean the end of the case.
“(China reserves the right to af-

' fix the responsibility with the U.S.

+ side for the plane collision inci-
dent,” Mr. Zhu said in his first
public comment on the military
incident which soured Sino-U.S.
refations.

Mr. Zhu made these comments
at a meeting here with the visiting
President of the 55th United Na-
tions General Assembly, Mr. Harri
Holkeri, official Xinhua news
agency said. %) Lo W

Mr. Zhu expounded the solem
position of his Government on
the incident in which a U.S. spy
plane rammed into a Chinese
tighter jet over the South China
sea, resulting in the crash of the
¢ hinese plane. He said that the
¢ hinese Government, out of ""hu-
mranitarian  considerations,”  al-
iowed the crew members of the
115, reconnaissance plane to
ivave China but stressed that it
wiis not the end of the case.

ifter 11 days of intense nego-
iigtions, both China and the U.S.
Fuive agreed to meet on April 18 to
discuss the spy plane incident
and fix responsibility and other is-
sues, including the release of the
FItspy plane.

M responsibilities for the in-
cident Jie in the U.S. side.” Mr.
Lhi ~aid.

Meanwhile,  the  state-run
media proclaimed victory over “a
nde” and “hegemonic” LS. in
the  plane tangle that forced
Washungton to say very sorry’
1oy infringing Chinese sovereign-

“he firm struggle by the Chi-
aese (rovernment and  people
against U.S. hegemony has forced
the 1S Government to change

China’s Premier, Mr. Zhu
Rongji, answering questions
during a press conference held
after the closing of the
National People’s Congress at
Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People on Thursday. — AP

from its initial rude and unrea-
sonable attitude to saying “very
sorty” to the Chinese people,”
says a commentary in the leading
Chinese newspaper, the People’s
Daily. “The Chinese nation is a
great nation which advocates jus-
tice and fears no powers,” the
front-page commentary in the
ruling Communist Party of Chi-
na's mouthpiece declared even as
the 24-member crew of the U.S.
spy plane left for home on a char-
tered flight from Haikou, capital
of South China's island province,
Hainan.

The newspaper informed the
Chinese people that the U.S. Gov-
ernment has said “very sorry”
that a Chinese pilot is missing and
“very sorry’ that the U.S. surveil-
lance plane entered China's terri-
tory without approval.

“The United States finally apol-
ogises” was the front page head-
line in the popular Beijing
Morning Post. "The 1.8, Govern-
ment hands over a letter of apol-
ogy,  screamed the headline of
Beijing Youth Daily. — PTI /

o NV

13 APR 2001

L3



MID-AIR COLLISION / F

OCUS SHIFTS TO SPY PLANE

A

" Freed crew back on U.S. soil

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \‘\6\

WASHINGTON, APRIL 12. With the 24 crew mem
bers of the Navy surveillance plane reaching
Guam, the U.S. territory in the Pacific, the
Bush administration now sets its eyes on re-
trieving its EP-3E Aries 1 spy plane now re-
maining crippled at a military installation in
the Hainan Islfand.

Officials from the United States and China
are due to meet next week to sort this phase of
the stand-off, which is not likely to be resolved
in one or two sittings.

The 24-member crew will be in Hawaii for
about two days for extensive debriefing and
medical treatment. Although the Pentagon
has been saying that the crew did follow emer-
gency procedures and destroyed all sensitive
material, the Defence Department and intelli-
gence agencies would want to hear first hand
from the service personnel.

One argument here has been that the EP-3E
now sitting on the tarmac in Hainan Island is
practically worthless from an intelligence
point of view; and whatever the Chinese have
picked up in the last few days is something
that they probably already had. In any event,
the United States is determined to get the
plane back for backing away will be sending
the wrong signals for future situations.

[f China agrees, the EP-3E could come back
to the United States one of three ways: a team
of Pentagon specialists could go to the Hainan
Island, repair the plane and fly it back; if this is
not possible, the plane’s wings would be
clipped and the plane boarded on to a large
military transport; and if the Chinese did not
agree to a American military plane landing in
their territory to “pick up’ the EP-3E, plans
are under way to have it loaded on to a barge
for a journey home.

The President, Mr. George W. Bush, is get-
ting high marks for the manner in which he
and his administration handled the stand-off.
Whether the administration fiked it or not, this
was indeed the first major foreign policy “cri-
sis”" and jt4vas 11 full days before American

A

Some of the released crew members of the EP-3 spy aircraft pose with crew
members of a commercially chartered airliner before their departure for
the U.S. territory of Guam on Thursday. — AP

service personnel returned. But Republicans
and Democrats are congratulating the Presi-
dent on bringing the service personnel home
and without being harmed.

Before the crisis was over more than 60 per
cent of the Americans in a poll supported the
President saying that they approved of the
manner in which he was handling the situa-
tion. The rallying behind the Commander-in-
Chief meant that Mr. Bush's ratings went up
by six percentage points.

However, if the stand-off had not ended on
Wednesday the administration was facing cer-
tain trouble — a majority of the Americans
saw the detained crew members as “hostag-
es”, a sentiment echoed in some sections of
Capitol Hill. A majority of those polled be-
lieved that the United Shes should notapdl-
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ogise, but a majority of women took the
position that Washington should.

Thus far, very few people are criticising the
Bush administration for the wording of the
letter that resolved the stand-off. Among other
things, the letter had an expression of regret
and twice “very sorry” for the loss of Chinese
life and aircraft.

That said, nearly every politician, Repub-
lican and Democrat, is waiting to see the kind
of compromise the Bush administration had
to come up with to win the crew's release.

[ congratulate (Mr. Bush) for getting us out

of this... But we need to wait and see what |

we've given up’’, remarked Mr. Gary Bauer, a
publican who challenged Mr. Bysh in the
Presidential primaries of 2000. /




US brings C
rights issue't

By G. CBANDRASHEKA]} ,f\

Washington, April 12: The Unit-

ed States has moved a resolution
in the United Nations Human
Rights Commission expressing

concern over the human rights and

“fundamental freedom in China,
within hours after reaching a deal
on the release of its 24 spy plane
air crews.

The resotution whxch would
come up for voting later this
month also called upon China to
preserve and protect the distinct

cultural, ethnic, linguistic and reli-

gious identity of the Tibetans.
It cites in particular the continu-
ing arrests of members of the

China Democracy Party and other

Opposition groups and the severe
measures taken to restict the
peaceful activities of Buddhists,
‘Muslims, Christians and other
groups that seek to exercise the
right of freedorn of religion.
The resolutiuon also criticised
the measures taken by China
against the adherents of move-
“ments such as Falun Gong.
Washington has been moving
similar resolutions for the past
several years but was unable 1o
~muster support for the move.
(UND)

Troops rescue
US man from
Abu Sayyaf

Zamboanga  (Philippines),
April 12: Philippine troops res-
cued US hostage Jeffrey
Schilling from more than seven
months’ captivity after a gun-
battle on Thursday with his
Muslim rebel captors, the mili-
tary said. “Schilling is in good
condition,” armed forces chief
General ‘Diomedio Villanueva
said. The US embassy in Mani-
la  confirmed the release.
“Schilling is releaséd. We
understand he is in pretty good
shape,” ‘embassy spokes- man |
Mike Anderson said.

Gen.”  Villanueva  said
Schilling was . recovered - by
government troops after a brief
gunbattle with Abu Sayyaf
guerrillas who have held him on
the nearby island of Jolo, since
August 28.

“The operation continues
until we eliminate them all,” he

added. (Reuters) /
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“George Bush gets «;

poor grades i

BEIJING: For many Chinese peo]
ple, Us.
President
George W. Bush
is the villain of
the 11-day drama
over the
American  spy
plane detained
on the island of
- Hainan,

George W. Bush While news-
papers and TV shows have largely
avoided direct personal attacks on
Mr Bush, strong anti-U.S. rhetoric
in the official media has given
many ordinary people an
unfavourable impression of the
American leader.

“He is just too high-handed,”
said Wang Gang, a 31-year-old
unemployed worker picking an
adjective that has become a
favourite in the state-controlled
media to describe U.S. behaviour.

“He hasn’t even been in power
for 100 days and he already
behaves in this way. I liked Clinton
more.”

The crisis, centered around
China’s detention of 24 U.S. crew
members, has triggered a wave of
nationalism not seen since NATO
bombed the Chinese embassy in
Belgrade in May 1999.

Mr Bush’s refusal to apologise
for a collision between the spy
plane and a Chinese fighter jet off
Hainan, which caused the Chinese
aircraft to crash into the sea, has
stoked anger still further.

In the anonymous world of
Internet chatrooms — the only
place where people can speak their
minds in reasonable safety —opin-
ions about Mr Bush circulate in a
free-wheeling fashion, the intensity
of the emotions underscored by
four-letter words and their equiva-
lents in Chinese. “Even as the facts
are evident to the entire world,
you’re turning things around and
speak like a three-or five-year-old
child,” said one message.

Some people express hopes the
US. president will take advice

fro his father, former president
George Bush, who was the top US.
representative in Beijing in the
1970s and is generally considered a
friend of China.

“If you're in doubt abouq the
importance of U.S.-Chirja kela-
tions, why don’t you go ajk 'your
dad?” reads one message.

The Chinese government is not
unhappy about periodic odtbursts
of nationalism which cause people
to rally around the government as
the representative of Chinese
interests on the world stage, ana-
lysts said.

“Public opinion to a very large
extent is influenced by the govern-
ment,” said Chan Che-po, a politi-
cal scientist at Lingnan College in
Hong Kong.

“This goes for ideas such as
opposition to U.S. imperialism, the
demand that the Chinese govern-
ment should be strong, and that
the U.S. should apologise.”

While manipulating the media,
the government does not want jin-
goistic feelings to spin out of con-
trol and has not allowed demon-
strations in the streets, unlike after
the Belgrade bombing.

The problem is the anti-US.
campaign in the media may
already have gone on for so long
that at least some parts of Chinese
society will not easily switch to a
more pro-American stance in the
future. “If Mr Bush visits later this
year, I'm not going to welcome
him,” said Li Qiuwel, 34, a manag-
er of a Beijing fashion shop. “Not
even if tomorrow he comes out
with a real apology.”

But some analysts believe all is
not lost for Mr Bush — China’s
leadership has a long history of
telling people to make mental U-
turns, abruptly turning objects of
intense worship into targets of vili-
fication.

This does not only apply to the
roller-coaster relationship with
foreign countries such as the

United States and the for}r/

Soviet Union. 4Fp)

THE TIMES OF fivL...



US says SOITY,
Chinato free\/

SpPY plgne crew

L O N
Beijing, April 11 SS}\'JJ

CHINA TODAY announced the
release of the 24- member crew of
the US spy plane after the USA
said it was “very sorry” for last
week’s plane collision.

The crew, including three wo-
men, had been detained in Hainan
after their plane .collided with a
Chinese fighter jet on April 1 and
made an emergency landing..

.In Washington, White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said
the US crew would be able
to leave Hainan soon in a com-
mercial plane, as per China’s
request.

“As the US Government
has already said sorry to the Chi-
nese people, the Chinese govern-
ment has, out of humanitarian
considerations, decided to
allow the crew members to leave
China after completing the
necessary procedures,” the

-State television quoted Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan as telling
the US ambassador Joseph Prue-
her.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry
official also announced the end
of the stand-off at a special brief-
ing here.

“China gives great impor-
tance to its relations with the
USA,” Tang said, urging Wash-
ington to cooperate in settling
the dispute and do nothing that
would damage relations between
the two Governments.

Prueher delivered a letter this
afternoon to the Foreign Ministry,
saying the USA was “very sorry”
about the incident.

The letter reportedly said:
“Please convey to the Chinese

e ~ /
W\l Yy
people and to the family o} pilpt
Wang Wei that we are very sorry
for their loss.”

It added that Washingtdn is
“very sorry that the entering of
China’s airspace and landing did
not have verbal clearance.”

Meanwhile, a Chinese Admi-
ral warned that as time passes by,
the chances of Wang Wei's sur-
vival grow slimmer.

The Chinese State-run media,
which has held up Wang as a
patriotic son who crashed
defending his country from a
more powerful foe, seems to be
preparing the angry nation for
an announcement of the pilot’s
death.

“We can no longer refuse to
face the unfortunate truth,” Vice-
Admiral Hu Yanlin, the
Navy’s No. 2 political officer, was
quoted as telling pilot Wang's
wife.

PTI

George W Bush
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.. plane crew
@

vs}}y Sridhar Krishnasw.

. WASHINGTON, APRIL 11. A‘ﬁe ajll-
| day standoff, the United States and
i China today reached a deal paving
| the way for the release of the 24
! crew members of an EP-3E Aries I
i Navy surveillance plane. The crew,
including three women, have been
detained- since their plane made
an emergency landing on Hainan
Island after colliding with a Chi-
nese fighter jet on April 1.

“This morning the Chinese Gov-
ernment assured our Ambassador
that the crew would leave prompt-
| ly. We are working on arrange-

ments to pick them up and to
bring them home,” the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, saidina
brief statement to reporters .

| The deal was reached after
| Washington expressed ‘‘sincere re-
gret” for the missing Chinese pilot
and the aircraft; the United States
also said it was ‘“‘very sorry” for en-
—tering Chinese airspace without
- .
verbal clearance for landing.

Details on Page 16

510 be freedggpff
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i BEIING, APRIL 11

ﬂina%edﬁlurs f'
thin line between ¥

apology a

REUTERS
. w

}:l‘

CHINAs state x(;é\ dia pre-
pared the nation on Wednesday
for an end to the Sino-Ameri-
can spy plane standoff, by con-
ceding a missing Chinese pilot
may not be found alive and re-
. porting USwords of regret.

{ In a step towards ending the
| drama that began with a mid-air
collision on April 1, state televi-
sion reported carefully edited re-
marks by US Secretary of State
Colin Powell expressing "regret”
and "sorrow" for the US plane’s
+ incursion into China’s airspace.

‘ "Powell has expressed regret
and sorrow for the violation of
China’s airspace,” said China
| Central Television (CCTV).

CCTV apparently took its
lead from a Xinhua news agency
report: that quoted Powell as
telling CBS television’s "Face the
Nation" programme on Sunday:
"We do acknowledge that we vio-
lated their (China’s) airspace...
And we regret that. We have ex-

pressed sorrow for it. And we'’re

sorry that that happened.”

The actual transcript of Pow-
ell’s statenfent read: "We do ac-
knowledge that we violated their
airspace, but look at the emer-
gencycircumstances the pilot was
facing. And we regret that. We
have expressed sorrow for it. And
we're sorry that that happened.

regret ‘

' ta relief: Bush Jr, Jiang Zemin

But that can’t be seen as an apol-
ogy accepting rsponsibi]jty

A US official in Beijing said
Chinese media had edited out key
context from Powell’s comments
in the talk show. )

While expressing regret and
sorrow for the loss of the Chinese
Pilot, US officials had refused to
apologise for the collision be-
cause they do:not believe it was
the spy plane’s fault. But another
Western diplemat said: "The fact
that they twisted his words a bit is
not the point. The point is they
are setting the scene for some-
thing to happen.”

In another harbinger of move-
ment, the Xinhua Daily Tele-
graph quoted Chinese Navy Vice-
commissar Hu Yanlin as telling
the wife of ntissing fighter Pilot
Wang Wei that, while a search for
him continued, "his chances of be-
ing alive are diminishing".

"We cannot avoid facing un-
fortunate facts that we do not
want to see," Hu was quoted as
telling Wang’s wife, Ruan Guo-
qin.

BDIAN EXPRESS

17 APR 201
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Beijing,

By Sridhar KrlshnaswamlkK

WASHINGTON, APRIL 8. As the deten-
tion of the 24 members of the air
crew of the EP-3E Aries surveil-
lance plane entered the second
week in the Hainan Island, there
are indications of both Washing-
ton and Beijing toughening their
positions.

While China continues to de-
mand an American apology, the
Bush administration has even
more adamantly reiterated that it
will go no further than the expres-
sions of regret that have already
been made by senior officials and
by the President, Mr. George W.
Bush.

“QOur position is unchanged”,
remarked a spokesperson of the
National Security Council, when
commenting on whether an apol-
ogy from the United States was
still possible. The White House,
while saying that it would go no
further than expressing “regret”’
is also saying progress is being
made in the talks.

In both capitals, senior officials
are said to be working on the
drafts of a letter that will eventu-
ally be exchanged between Mr.
Bush and his Chinese counter-
part, Mr. Jiang Zemin. The point
being made here is that the sharp
public posturings of China are
quite opposite to the attitude they
have taken in the negotiations.

On Capitol Hill, where law
makers are now on a two- week
Easter recess, the rhetoric may be
somewhat non-existent, but se-
nior members of Congress have
continued to express their dismay
at the length of the stand-off. ““I
think if we lower the rhetoric and
don’t pound the table, there
ought to be a way out of this. But
the Chinese have to use common-
nd right now I don'’t
of that on their side”,

PLANE COLLISION / OFFICIALS MEET DETNINED CREW AGAIN

Fishermen row small boats at an inlet at Haikou, on China’s Hainan Island on Sunday. China
is enlisting hundreds of fishing boats in what it calls its largest ever sea search, for the
missing fighter pilot, Mr. Wang Wei, who crashed after a collision with a U.S. survelllance

said Mr. Henry Hyde, the Chair-
man of the House International
Relations Committee.

The accident over the South
China Seas took place on April 1
when the pilot of the EP-3E made
an emergency landing at a mil-
itary base in the Hainan Island af-
ter hitting a Chinese F-8 fighter.
The Chinese plane went down
and the pilot is still listed as mis-
sing after bailing out. The Chinese
authorities, in squarely blaming
the U.S. for the incident are also
maklng the pomt that the Amer-

plane a week ago. — AP

ican pilot broke Chinese law by
landing his plane without permis-
sion.

The Republican administra-
tion, known for its hardline stance
against China from the very be-
ginning, has been trying to play it
low key knowing the political im-
plications of indulging in a high
profile slanging match in public.
At the same time officials are anx-
iously looking for a way out of this
difficult situation for no- one
wants any comparison with the
earlier Carter administration and

THE HINDU

its handling of the Iranian hostag-
es.

In fact for political and legal
reasons, the Bush administration
has not yet classified its detained
crew as “hostages’. On the one
hand that will sharply raise the
rhetoric level; and on the other
hand, make China liable for dam-
ages in American courts to the
tune of millions of dollars. Re-
peatedly in the last one week, the
State Department and the White
House have stayed away from
characterising the detained crew

W\ashmgton harden stance on apology

members as “hostages’'.

With a view to keep the mo-
mentum of the talks going the
Bush administration has been
giving details of meetings be-
tween American diplomats and
the detained crew members. On
Saturday, U.S. diplomats had
their third meeting. ‘‘The crew...
is in very high spirits. They under-
stand the circumstances under
which they are here... They do of-
fer that they very much appre-
ciate the e-mails they've been
allowed to receive from home’,
remarked Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
the Defence Attache of the Amer-
ican embassy in Beijing.

Gen. Sealock’s message was
conveyed directly to Camp David
where the President is spending
the weekend. Mr. Bush is in the
Presidential Retreat with the First
Lady and his National Security
Advisor, Ms Condoleeza Rice. The
White House has also said that
the President received a letter
from the wife of the downed Chi-
nese pilot criticising the United
States for the collision and for re-
fusing to apologise.

In the midst of all the optimism
in recent days of the stand-off
coming to an early end, what is
seen here is also a hardening of
the public stance of top Chinese
officials and leaders. For example
in his reply to a letter from the
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, China's Vice-Premier is said
to have made the point that
American statements of regret are
still “‘unacceptable’” and that an
apology is required. And China’s
Defence Minister, Gen. Chi Hao-
tian has apparently said that the
People’s Liberation Army will not
allow Washington to “‘shirk” its
responsibility.
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US, Chin

onolulu: The collision” " ;

between a Chinese fight-

er and an American :

-reconnaissance aircraft
in iniernational airspace over the
South China Sea is an unfortu-
nate, unplanned, but nonetheless
important test of the maturity of :
both the relationship between !
China and the United States. So
far, Beijing appears to be flunk-
ing the test.

The collision, about 70 miles
southeast of China’s Hainan
Island while the American plane
was on a routine, unarmed sur-
veillance mission, was probably
caused by overzealousness
on the part of the Chinese
pilot.

Chinese jets routinely conduct
intercept training against such
convenient American “targets”
but have reportedly become
more aggressive, if not reckless,
in recent months. The rules of
the road call for the faster, more
manoeuvrable Chinese F-8 jets
that were involved in the colli-
sion to yield to the slower, ;
larger EP-3 propeller-driven air-
craft.

China’s immediate handling
of the incident — to publicly
blame the United States even
before the facts were known and
to protest the US spy plane’s
“violation” of Chinese airspace
— was reminiscent of Beijing's
handling of the aftermath of the
Belgrade bombing, which was
immediately branded a deliber-
ate act. It seems that Beijing’s

-

(NSNS

By RALPH A. COSSA

R

i A US Navy EP-3. The plane disabled was carvying 24 crewmen.
i (Right) Map of the area where the collision took place

o7

CHINA

Yangtze R.

« HAINAN

i automatic reaction to any

¢ mishap is to quickly incite anti-
i American sentiments. This is i
i contrary to China’s stated desire :
¢ to develop improved relations
i with Washington.

Lqually disturbing was Chi-
nese refusal to grant American

! diplomats immediate access

! to the crew or to the plane,

¢ which is loaded with sensitive
i surveillance equipment

: (although much of it was no

i doubt destroyed by the crew

i before landing at the Chinese
i airfield).

Will China, the self-pro-

i claimed defender of national
i sovereign rights, treat the plane
i as the piece of American sover-

P oor handling of this
i incident by either side
i could result in a serious
i setback in the broader
relationship. Instead of
asserting that the other
i is to blame, both sides
: should agree to cooper-
i ate in a full inquiry into
. the accident, aimed first
and foremost at
ensuring that this type
of tragedy does not
occur again

THE ASIAN AGE
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eign territory that it is, or — as it

has already done, according to
some reports — board the plane
and attempt to exploit its sensi-
tive equipment? How China
behaves will be a sign of just
how important maintaining good
relations with Washington really
are for Beijing:

Some elements in China
have longraccused the United
States of harbouring a Cold War
mentality. But it is China today
that is demonstrating such a
mindset in the way it has reacted
to this accident. In his recent
meeting with Deputy Prime
Minister Qian Qichen of China,
President George W. Bush
pledged

i to treat the Chinese with respect.
i But respect must work both

i ways. The longer the release

i of the crew members 1s delayed,

a Zfelations are up in the air
| .

the nore one must conglude that

i Mr Qian’s pledge to cooperate
i with Washington was an empty
i promise.

Continued Chinese heavy-

.| i handedness will certainly result
i in more calls for increased arms
i sales by Taiwan's supporters in
i the United States. Any attempt

i by Beijing to trade the crew or

i aircraft’s release for a reduction
¢ in arms sales is sure to backfire.

Poor handling of this incident
by either side could resultin a
serious setback in the broader
relationship and would magnify
the impact of other decisions.
Instead of merely asserting that
the other is to blame, both sides
should agree to cooperate in a
full inquiry into the accident,
aimed first and foremost at
ensuring that this type of tragedy

: does not occur again.

The Chinese government
should also ensure that a full,
fair, and objective accounting of
what actually happened reaches
the Chinese people.

RarLrH A. CossA is president of
the Pacific Forum CSIS, a
research institute affiliated
with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

By arrangement with the
International Herval,
Tribune
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Partner defends
Chanese jet pilot

Beijing, April 7

Q;/')\,w -

THE PILOT of the Chinese fight-
er jet had no chance against the
US spy plane that veered sudden-
ly into its path. ramming it and
sending the smaller aircraft spi-
ralling out of control over the

South China Sea, his partner .

said yesterday.

Pilot Zhao Yu’s account mir-
rors Beijing’s stand that the US
plane was to blame for the colli-
sion. Shaking his fist in anger.
Zhao, who piloted one of two
fighters shadowing the Navy
plane, condemned the US crew
for the collision.

His fellow pilot, Wang Wei, is
missing and presumed dead while
the 24 Americans are held on Chi-
nese soil where they made an
emergency landing. “Wang Wei’s
plane had no way to evade it. It
suddenly collided with him...The
propeller on the left wing hit the
tail fin of wang wei’s aircraft.
Bam! it was smashed into bits,
like little pieces,” Zhao said.

Meanwhile, Wang’s wife has
written to President George W
Bush’s, condemning his “cow-
ar response to the incident.

~~“In this serious matter with

irrefutable facts and the respon-

S

sibility completely’r restijg gn the
us side, you are too cowartilv to
voice an apology and have been
trving to shirk your responsibili-
ty repeatedly and defame mv
husband groundlessly,” Ruan
Guogin wrote.

AP/AFP

AP PHOTO
A postman with the letter written
by the Chinese pilot’s wife, in front
of the US embassy in Beijing.
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_PLANE COLLISION CONTROVERSY

US, Chimn

M’; A \

Washington/Haikou, April 7

THE USA and China will draft a
joint letter to express a common
position on the crisis sparked by
Sunday’s collision between a US
spy plane and a Chinese jet, a US
Senator said today.

Chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,
John Warner, gave first details of
intense discussions between US
and Chinese diplomats.

“We’re moving towards a let-
ter that will contain exchanges of
views, first at the level of the
ambassador and the foreign
minister, but that letter is being
reviewed both by our President
and the President of China, so it
will reflect a common under-
standing,” Warner said.

He was referring to US ambas-
sador to China, Admiral Joseph
Prueher, who has been involved
in round-the-clock talks in Bei-
jing with Chinese officials.

Warner said the two sides are
also working towards setting up
a meeting of experts to probe the
collision.

“There will be established
some type of meeting framework
contemporaneous with the letter,
and that framework will enable

the experts, those who are
most knowledgeable about air-
craft and other matters, to sit
down and assess the facts,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the US Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, today said

he is “encouraged:” by the devel-
opments. “There has been move-
ment...We are encouraged at this
point,” he said after the diplo-
mats met the crew.

Powell said the two sides are
“exchanging rather precise ideas

a to draft joint letter

AFP PHOTORRAS
Soldiers patrol the streets in Beijing on Saturday. The city remained tense because of the plane ctisis.’

as to how to bring this to a con-
clusion.”

But the White.Hedoe
it clear that US arms 8y equip-
ment sales to Taiwan, & major

irritant in Sino-US ties, were not
a part of negutiations.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami i

WASHINGTON, APRIL 7. The United Stateg’a d
China are said to be working on the preci
details of resolving the stand-off involving th
American spy plane now on the ground i
Hainan Island along with a crew of 24. The
feeling is that there is light at the end of the
tunnel.

The President, Mr. George W. Bush, and his
Chinese counterpart, Mr. Jiang Zemin —
through their senior officials — are said to be
working on the draft of a letter that will be
basis of a resolution. Among other things
Washington and Beijing are thinking of having
a Joint Commission to get into the finer as-
pects of the dispute that too place over the
South China Seas a week ago.

The draft that is being discussed will, ac-

cording to media reports, talk about the Amer-
ican and Chinese perceptions of what took
place last Saturday along with the specific out-
lines for the release of the crew. Interestingly,
few in the Bush administration are actually
talking about the surveillance plan per se —
that is in its “immediate” return.

One thinking has been that the 24-person
crew could be released sometime this week-
end itself; but the more guarded take the posi-
tion that speculation on this subject is not a
wise thing for last-minute complications have
cropped up on earlier occasions. The thinking
is that the letter will be signed by the American
Ambassador to China, Mr. Joseph Prueher,
and not by the President. But Mr. Bush has
apparently told senior officials that he would
like to see the final draft for approval of lan-

guage.

This undated photo telecast by CNN shows members of the detained U.S. Navy

crew at an undisclosed location in China. — AP

_~PLANE COLLISION / COMPROMISE DRAFT UNDER STIOY

China plan joint probe

On Friday, the Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, said the United States and China were
exchanging "‘rather precise ideas” for the re-
lease of the crew. The administration talked
about the second meeting between American
diplomats based in China and the detained
crew and the possibility of a third on Saturday.
Later, the State Departinent also released a
picture of all the crew members seated in a
room — another “‘gesture’’ on the part of Chi-
na. The President, who by and large, has been
restrained through the last several days, said
there are intense negotiations going on with
the Chinese and that progress is being made.

The President spoke with Brig. Gen. Neal
Sealock, the U.S. Defence Attache in Beijing
who saw the crew members and the White
House spokesman said the President was 've-
ry heartened” to hear that the crew was in
good condition. The Chinese Ambassador to
the United States, Mr. Yang Jiechi, had anoth-
er meeting with the Deputy Secretary of State,
Mr. Richard Armitage, at the State Department
on Friday. The meeting has been called as
“part of our continuing diplomatic ex-
changes” by the State Department spokes-
man, Mr. Richard Boucher. The “exchanges”
will go on over the weekend in Washington
and in Beijing.

What is likely to emerge is a situation in
which both sides can claim victory and get out
of the impasse. The Chinese, for instance, will
claim that the Americans, by agreeing to an
investigation, have conceded wrongdoing on
their parts. The Bush administration will then
have the opportunity to say that it offered no
apology and merely expressions of regret for
the loss of the Chinese pilot and aircraft.

The worrisome part of the ongoing stand-off
is not the Bush administration upping the
ante; rather in its hand being forced by law
makers on Capitol Hill who afe simply ap-
palled at what has been gojrig on in the last
one week. Then there is aJ¢o the feeling that it
this had been the Clinggh administration, the
reactions from Capipdl Hill would have been
much worse.




‘Beijing insists on
Washlpgton apology

Haikou (China), Aprll
(Reuters): US diplomatic omcmls
left their hotel today after waiting
all day for.a promised third meet-
ing with the detained American
air crew:as efforts to resolve the
row continued and Beijing again
demandel ah apology.

A four-vehicle motorcade car-
rying US defence attache Brig.
Gen. Neal Sealock and other
American diplomats sped to the
Hainan provincial government of-
fice in cent#®] Haikou.

It was not immediately clear
whether they were going directly
to meet the crew, but one US offi-
cial said the diplomats had been
waiting all day for a signal the
meeting was on. Diplomats had
met the crew late on Tuesday
night and again yesterday.

US officials in Haikou went
shopping for toiletries for the
crew earlier today and said they
hoped to pass them e-mails from
friends and relatives, The aviators
have been detained since Sunday,
when their plane collided with a
Chinese fighter jet.

g

i \ r
Chma said a US apology
Sunday’s collision was of “utmost
importance”.

A US senator said Washington
and Beijing were workingon a let-
ter, to be approved by US Presi-
dent George W. Bush and Chinese
President Jiang Zemin, contain-
ing an agreed account of the colli-
sion. He said it would mention re-
gret for the missing Chinese pilot
but no apology.

“We are awaiting word on
when we will be able to see the
crew,” Sealock said in the south-
ern island province of Hainan
where the US aircraft made an
emergency landing after the colli-

(;

.sion.

Chinese state television for the
first time carried reports that
Bush had expressed regret for the
loss of the Chinese fighter’s pilot,
who is missing, and feared dead.

Major Chinese newspapers
showed pictures of Bush deliver-
ing Thursday's statement of re-
gret with his head bowed, clearly
conveying a message of contrition
to the Chinese public.

THE TELLGS

b\ In Beijing this morning, Prue-

er voiced optimism. “At the mo-
ment contacts are getting better,”
he told reporters. “It’s a sensitive
time but we’re hoping for more
contact and to continue our
work.”

Bush had expressed guarded
optimism yesterday over talks to
secure the crew’s release: “We’re
working hard to bring them home
through intensive discussions
with the Chinese government. We
think we’re making progress,” he
said in Washington.

Sealock met the crew for the
second time yesterday — and for
the first time with no Chinese es-
cort. He told Bush it would “make
you feel real proud. They look real
good”. As part of a stepped-up
diplomatic exchanges, the Chi-
nese ambassador in Washington,
Yang Jiechi, met deputy secretary
of state Richard Armitage yester-
day at China’s request. Xinhua

said Yang gave Armltage a
from vice-premier Qian
Colin Powell demandjg Wash®
ington’s apology.

RAP
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" D" (COLLISION / U.S. OFFICIAL MEETS CREW FOR SECOND TIME

. N~
Optimism over early end to cnjgls

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 6. The Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, today said that negotia-
tions for the release of the 24 crew members of
the EP-3E Aries surveillance aircraft, now de-
tained in China, were “moving forward” and
that he was encouraged by the developments.

Gen. Powell made a brief appearance at the
State Department briefing room to report of
the second meeting between senior diplomats
and the crew.

Senior American diplomats in China met
the detained crew for the second time and
reported that they were in ‘great spirits’”. The
President, Mr. George Bush, was personally
told of the meeting by Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
U.S. Defence Attache in Beijing.

There is now talk of regular meetings with
the crew until the issue is resolved, with the
third one likely tomorrow.

The modalities to this effect had been worked
out, according to Gen. Powell.

“The crew is in great spirits, they're all to-
gether, they're looking forward 1o getting re-
leased from their current situation and
returning home,” the U.S. Defence Attache in
the Beijing Embassy, Gen. Neal Sealock, told
presspersons in a brief statement in Haikou.

The crew — 24 in all — are being held in the
Hainan Island after a collision with a Chinese
fighter last week over the South China Sea.

With a third meeting on the cards, there is
guarded optimism here that the standoff —
now almost a week old — is finally winding
down.

On Thursday, the President, Mr. George
Bush, added to the chorus of American “re-
grets” for the lost Chinese pilot and the plane.
“I regret that a Chinese pilot is missing and !
regret that one of their airplanes is lost. Our
prayers go out to the pilot, his family,” the
President said after an address to the Amer-
ican Society of Newspaper Editors.

Mr. Bush also had a conciliatory tone on the
future of relations with China even while

maintaining that in the present context “‘the
Chinese have got to act. And I hope they do so
quickly.” He stressed that America’s relation-
ship with China was very important, but Beij-
ing ought to realise that it was time for the
crew to be back home.

Asked about his concept of “‘balance” be-
tween U.S. strategic and economic interests in
Asia, Mr. Bush took a broad- based view of the
relationship with China that included eco-
nomic, strategic and American values such as
human rights. “I believe that China ought to
be a trading partner. I think it is in our eco-
nomic interests to open up the Chinese mar-
kets to U.S. products — to U.S. agricultural
products. I not only believe it is in our eco-
nomic interests, 1 believe it is in our interests
to promote U.S. values. And I believe the mar-
ket place promotes the values,” he said, going
to on make the point that he was an advocate
of China entering the World Trade Organisa-
tion.

“China is a strategic partner — [ mean a
strategic competitor — but that doesn’t mean
we can’t find areas in which we can partner.
And the economy is a place where we can
partner. Now we've got some differences with
China, long-term differences. Spreading of
weapons of mass destruction is an issue we
need to work with the Chinese on... Human
rights is an issue, but I believe trade will en-
courage more freedom... And so I will contin-
ue to push for more trade with China.”

The President’s remarks and the rather
“soft” tone is in sharp contrast to the shrill
rhetoric coming out of Capitol Hill, where
moderate lawmakers in the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate have started warn-
ing Beijing of adverse consequences on the
ongoing standoff.

Lawmakers have started demanding all
sorts of things from the Bush administration,
and by themselves have started a process that
is sure to set the clock back on the achieve-
ments thus far. The threat of revocation of the

Permanent Normal Trade Relations status

THE HINDU
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aside, members of Congress have started put-
ting pressure on the administration to pro-
ceed with the full arms shopping list of
Taiwan, that includes the four sophisticated
Aegis class destroyers.

There have also been calls on the President
to cancel his visit to Beijing later this year. Mr.
Bush parried a question to this effect on
Thursday. The Republican Senator from Indi-
ana, Mr. Richard Lugar, argued that a “fairly
long list of consequences is already being de-
veloped” should the crisis drag on. Mr. Lugar,
who is an influential member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, said, It is ap-
parent that the ramifications of failure to re-
solve this quickly could be a very severe
damage in the relationship between China
and the US.”

Mr. Bush is expected decide on the Taiwan
arms sale in the next two weeks. It is expected
that inspite of the tremendous pressure, the
President will follow what has been done in
the past and not go through with the sale of
the destroyers that Taiwan has been asking for
some time.

But conservative lawmakers believe that the
sale is now a “‘done deal” in the context of the
incident over the South China Sea. The law-
makers were outraged at reports of China
stripping the surveillance plane and were fu-
rious that the crew was being interrogated by
Chinese autharities in the name of “investiga-
tion”.

One assessment in the administration and
outside is that against the backdrop of expres-
sions of “‘regret”, the U.S. may have actually
strengthened the hands of moderates within
the Chinese leadership — leaders such as Mr.
Jiang Zemin, who appear to have toned down
some of their sharp observations over the lags”
two days. Hardliners in the Chinese establish-
ment — already smarting that Beijing «lid not
respond, adequately to the Embassy bombing
in Belgrade — are said to be keen on using the

incidgnt to publicly humiliate the U.S/
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plane caused

w-Y% the crash’ 9

BEMING, APRIL 6. Shaking his fist in
anger, a Chinese pilot sent to
track a U.S. spy plane said on
Friday that he saw it slam into
a Chinese warplane, sending it
spinning out of control, state
media reported.

The dramatic eyewitness
account of the collision
between the U.S. Navy EP-3E
and a Chinese F-8 fighter
echoed official Chinese claims
that the American plane was to
blame. Mr. Wang Wei, pilot of
the F-8, reportedly parachuted
out and is missing.

Mr. Wang and pilot, Mr. Zhao
Yu, had been sent to track the
American plane on Sunday.

“1 saw the nose and the left
wing of the American plane hit
Mr. Wang Wei’s plane,” Mr.
Zhao told the state Xinhua
News Agency. “I advised Mr.
Wang Wei, ‘Your tail’'s been
destroyed. Try to hold your
course. Hold your course.” He
replied, ‘0.K.”

Mr. Zhao said that about 30
seconds later Mr. Wang lost
control of the plane.

“Mr. Wang Wei asked
permission to bail out. I
replied: ‘O.K." After that I lost
contact with him,” Mr. Zhao
was quoted as saying.

Zhao Yu. — AP

The State television, in an
interview broadcast on the
national evening news, showed
Mr. Zhao in his blue aviator’s
uniform shaking his fist as he
condemned the U.S. plane.

The accounts on Friday
added to state media reports
that have hailed Mr. Wang as a
hero of national defence. His
mother and father also were
shown on television, and his
weeping father said Mr. Wang
was ‘“‘the son of the entire
nation.”

U.S. officials say they need to
talk to the 24 crew members to
find out what happened. — AP
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FROM ANDREW BROWNE

Beijing, April 5 (Reuters): China
welcomed as a “step in the right
direction” US statements of regret
over a Chinese pilot missing since
a collision with an American spy
plane, but repeated a demand for a
full apology.

It was Beijing’s first response
to what appeared to be an olive
branch extended by US secretary
of state Colin Powell to Chinese
Vice-Premier Qian Qichen, and al-
though it was less than enthusias-
tic it sent a positive signal.

Adding to a sense of movement
in a five-day diplomatic standoff,
the American ambassador to
China said today that channels of
communication were opening.
“We are working on meetings, our
communication is getting better
and both our governments are
working pretty hard to solve this,”
Joseph Prueher said. He had earli-
er expressed frustration that his

usual contacts in the Chinese gov-
ernment had clammed up.

But there was still no break-
through in efforts to arrange a sec-
ond meeting between US officials
and 24 crew held on the southern
island of Hainan since their spy
plane made an emergency landing
on Sunday following the collision.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Sun Yuxi said another visit would
be considered but only if the Unit-
ed States “takes a cooperative ap-
proach”. He did not explain what
that meant. “The U.S. expression
of regret is a step in the right di-
rection by the US side,” Sun said.
But he added: “The U.S. has made
a mistake and should first apolo-
gise.”

“The US must assume respon-
sibility and make an explanation
to the Chinese people,” he added.
The China Daily said in a com-
mentary that “apparently neither
Beijing nor Washington wants to
see a full-blown crisis”.

a welcomes US regret

Powell’s letter con \a.m state- tdnglg was an accident and has

ments of regret over the pilot of
the F-8 fighter missing and feared
dead after he bailed out of his
plane which crashed into the
South China Sea. US officials
made their first contact with the
crew on Tuesday night. The US
service personnel have been oth-
erwise incommunicado since
shortly after their spy plane land-
ed at a military air base.

US diplomats on Hainan have
been trying without success to ne-
gotiate another meeting. Defence
attache Brig.-Gen. Neal Sealock
told reporters in Haikou, the
Hainan capital, there was no re-
sponse to requests last night.

“Everyone is working hard to-
wards the immediate release of
our crew. We're working hard for
access here in Haikou. The issue
is being worked at the highest
level. We're working hard to re-
solve this issue,” Sealock said.

Washington says the mid-air

bluntly ruled out an apology. Buf,
byt expressing sympathy and con-
cekn for the pilot, analysts said
Powell may have found a possible,
approach to ending an impasse:
over the fate of the US crew and.
the top-secret EP-3 surveillance-
plane which, if it drags on much
longer, could cause serious harm‘
to China-U.S. relations.

“We regret that the Chmese-
plane did not get down safely and,
we regret the loss of the life of that:
Chinese pilot,” Powell told re-
porters yesterday. However, he
added that “we need to move on
and we need to bring this to a reso-
lution”.

Chinese newspapers today
also shifted their attention to-,
wards the aviator and his grieving-
wife, along with a massive air and
sea search still under way. China,
still officially describes the pilot,
Wang Wei, as missing rather than

dead. /

Lanka govt to
rebuild temple

Colombo, April 5 (PTI): The Sri
Lankan government today offered
to rebuild a Buddhist temple that
was demolished as part of a cam-
paign to “beautify” the capital and
lashed out at critics who com-
pared the demolition with de-
struction of the Bamiyan Buddhas
by the Taliban.

Prinje  Minister Ratnasiri-

Wickremanayake said an investi-
gationggowed the ancient temple
had damaged when the
urbih development ministry de-
molished an
“unanthorised” structure of the
s .

However, the government
lashed out at the Opposition
which compared the urban devel-
opment minister Mangla Sama-
raweera, who ordered the demoli-
tion, to the Taliban.

Actress Holly Hunter (Ieft) poses with tennis legend Billie Jean King at the premiere of When Billie beat
Bobby in Los Angeles. Hunter plays King in the movie which re-creates the 1973 “Battle of the Sexes”
tennismtchbetweenKingandBobbyRiggs (AFP)
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~USA regrets

¢

4\ loss of

Chinese pilot

DAMIAN WHITWORTH &
OLIVER AUGUST
THE TIMES, LONDON

&
WASHINGTON/BEIJING,
April 5. - The George W Bush
administration expressed its
“regret” last night at the loss of
a Chinese pilot after a Chinese
fighter jet collided with a US
spy plane on Sunday. However,
it refused to meet Beijing’s de-
mand for an apology.
As officials groped for a way to
secure the release of 24 crew-
men without either side losing
face, the administration’s ges-
ture seemed to be the first step
towards re-

solving the ’REGRET |SN’T ENOUGH’ lomatic;
stand-off. , avenues to
“We regret |BEIJING, April 5. - Beijing today stuck, break the

on the Hainan island were
seeking only their second meet-
ing with them.

The Pentagon is anxious to
discover how much sensitive
data and computer equipment
the crew had been able to de-
stroy before they made their
emergency landing.
Meanwhile, the US-based aca-
demic, Prof Gao Zhan, whose

‘detention in Beijing has been

condemned by Washington,

was arrested on charges of ac-

cepting money from a foreign

intelligence agency and spying

in China.

The USA is exploring a num-
ber of dip-

the loss of ito its demand for an apology that could| impasse,
life of the Ipave the way for the release of 24-mem-' one of these
Chinese pi- ]ber American crew held by China. ! being the
lot, but now | The USA yesterday expressed regret formation
we need to lover the loss of a Chinese pilot after! of a joint
move on,” [the mid-air collision on Sunday. | commission
the secreta- | “Though the regret expressed by the to investi-
ry of state, [US secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell,| gate - the
Mr  Colin |is a step in the right direction in solv-| collision. If
Powell, |ing the spy plane crisis, it isn’t enough' a  conces-
said. “We [to free the crew members of the spy[ sion is not
need - to |plane forced to land in China on Sun-: forthcom--
bring this |day after the collision,” the Chinese| ing = from
to a resolu- /foreign ministry said. “The USA hassChin a,
tion  and |made a mistake and should first apol- Americans
we're using logise. Washington must assume respo-" could re-
every ave- nsibility and make an explanation to! spond by
nue availa- [Chinese people”, the ministry spokes- withdraw-
ble to us to jman, Mr Sun Yuxi, said. ~ PTI .ing some

talk to the
Chinese side to exchange ex-
planations.”

The Chinese embassy in
Washington had issued a state-
ment last night, describing Mr
Powell’s statement as “a very
important response”.
Washington said the incident
was an accident for which there
would be no apology. “We have
nothing to apologise for,” Mr
Powell said.

The Chinese ambassador to
Washington had earlier reiter-
ated the need for an apology
and declined to say whether ex-

| pressing regret would be
: enough for Beijing.
He also wouldnt say -if ‘an
- apology was a prerequisite for
the crew’s release. Diplomats

— — diplomats,
from Beijing or cancel Mr Bu-
sh’s trip to China later this
year. '

Mr Powell used harsher lan-
guage than the White House
when he described the crew as
being in “detention.”

Mr Bush faces conflict within
the Republican Party and even 4
within his Cabinet over how to
approach China.

While some Republicans take
the line adopted by Mr Bush’s
father that China should be en-
couraged into the international
fold through free trade, hardlin-
ers, such gs secretary of defence
Mr Donald Rumsfeld, favour a
tougher stance.’ Mr-Rumsfeld

was conspicuous by his silence

over'the issue. -
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Chma lodges protest
»>with U.S. ‘envoy

BEUJING, APRIL 4. The spy plane tan- S

gle between China and the United
States worsened on Wednesday
with the Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, summoning
the U.S. ambassador to China to
protest against the U.S. making
“groundless allegations’” against
Beijing over the incident.

“Tang summoned the U.S. am-
bassador to China, Mr. Joseph
Prueher, to make ‘another solemn
representation’ with the U.S. side
over the air collision incident on
April 1,” the official Xinhua news
agency reported.

“The United States should bear
full responsibility for the incident
and apologise to China,” Mr. Tang
was quoted as telling Mr. Prueher.

Mr. Tang, who returned to Beij-
ing from Paris, yesterday, said,
“the U.S. plane broke flight rules,
unlawfully intruded into the Chi-
nese territorial airspace and land-
ed at a Chinese airport,
constituting a serious infringe-
ment upon Chinese sovereignty
and territory and threatening Chi-
na’s national security.”

Downplaying the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush’s warn-
ing, Mr. Tang said: “The United
States did not face up to the reality
or take responsibility. On the con-

, it has displayed an arrogant
ir used lame arguments, con-
unded right and wrong, and
ade groundless accusations

against China.” In doing this, he
said, the U.S. is “committing re-
peated errors,”” he said.

Earlier today, the Chinese Presi-
dent, Mr. Jiang Zemin, repeated
his demand for a U.S. apology for
causing the Chinese plane to
crash. “The United States should
apologise to the Chinese people
for this incident and bear all re-
sponsibilities for the consequence
of the incident,”” Mr. Jiang said.

“The U.S. should do something
favourable to the smooth develop-
ment of China-U.S. relations,
rather than make remarks that
confuse right and wrong and are
harmful to the relations between
the two countries,”” Mr. Jiang said.

He had also urged Washington
yesterday to stop spy flights in air-
space close to that of China.

A Pentagon spokesman, Rear
Adm. Craig Quigley, said in Wash-
ington that the U.S. was unlikely
to stop such flights. They are
meant to gather information on
China’s military by recording ra
dio, radar and other signals. — P11
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No reason to apologise: White House

By Sridhar Krishnaswami K ‘) ‘whs collecting infopmadti

ashington, APRIL 4. The White

ouse today again ruled out any

»ology from the United States for

e weekend collision over the

»uth China Sea that resulted in
1e loss of a Chinese fighter and its
ilot.

“The U.S. doesn’t understand
he reason for an apology. The air-
slane was operating in interna-
ional airspace and we did nothing
~rong,” the White House spokes-
mnan, Mr. Ari Fleischer, said. In
Beijing, the U.S. Ambassador, Mr.
loseph Prueher, was summoned
Jy the Foreign Ministry but re-
fused to apologise.

The White House spokesman
also maintained that the Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, had no
plans to call his counterpart, Mr.
Jiang Zemin, as a way out of the
impasse. ‘‘The President does not
want this accident turned into an
international  incident,”  Mr.
Fleischer remarked.

The Chinese Ambassador to the
U.S., Mr. Yang Yiechi, appearing
publicly for the first time on CNN,
accused the U.S. of breaking all
normal practices leading to the
collision. The American plane, ac-
cording to the envoy, sharply
veered leading to the accident;
then it violated Chinese airspace
and landed in Hainan Island with-
out permission.

Mr. Yang rejected the Bush ad-
ministration’s contention that the
Navy plane had sovereign status
and therefore, could not be board-
ed or tampered with.

The Pentagon said that all
emergency procedures had been
followed by the crew in the final
minutes of the landing and also
before the Chinese boarded the
aircraft at the military base in Hai-
1an Island. What is being put
icross is that sensitive material
ind equipment had  been de-
stroyed by the crew. .

Meanwhile, the Taipei Times re-
yorted that the American plane

' on the
Chinese Navy's advanced ships.
According to the report, Taiwan's
military radar detected\the EP-3E

sian-made Sovremenny iclas
stroyer.  This  destroyer is
supposedly fitted with Sunburn
anti- ship missiles, which pose a
major threat to American aircraft
carriers.

Apparently two F-8s scrambled
from their base in Guangdong
province to track the American
plane. One of them collided with
the American plane, and the other
fired warning shots when it at-
tempted to get away.

On Tuesday, Mr. Bush told Chi-
na in rather plain terms that it
risked damaging relations with
the U.S. if it continued to hold the
plane and its 24-member crew.
And the Secretary of State, Gen.
Colin Powell, took a tougher line,
saying that he considered the crew
being “'detained”’. A set of propos-
als has been mooted in case the
present standoff was not resolved
quickly.

“It is time for our servicemen
and women to return home. It is
time for the Chinese Government
to return our plane,” Mr. Bush
said. He spoke to the American

(@)

Defence Attache in Beijing, who
visited the crew. “The General
tells me they are in good health,
they suffered no injuries and have
not been mistreated. [ know this is
a relief to their loved ones.”
““The accident has the potential
of undermining our hopes for a
fruitful and productive relation-
ship between our two countries.
To keep that from happening, our
servicemen and women need to
come home,” he said.
Administration officials have
said that in spite of repeated state-
ments by the President calling on
the Chinese to return the crew and
the plane, there was little evidence
of things materialising. The air-
craft is said to be more damaged
than originally thought of and no
one is sure if the Chinese tam-
pered with the equipment.
Unnamed officials said Mr.
Bush did not want to appear harsh
in his statements, and wanted to
allow his aides to work out the cri-
sis instead of personally calling
Chinese leaders. What is also be-
ing pointed out is that Mr. Bush's
patience was ‘‘wearing thin"".
The administration has rejected
China’s insistence that Washing-
ton apologise for the collision.
“We have nothing to apologise
for. We did not do anything

The damaged U.S. plane parked at Lingshui base on Hainan
Island on Tuesday in this photo released by China’s official
Xinhua news agency. The numbers in the photo correspond to
areas th~t Xinhua says were damaged in the collision. — AP

wrong. Our plane was in interna-
tional airspace when the accident
took place, and the pilot in order
to save 24 lives, including his own,
safely got that plane on the
ground,”’ Gen. Powell argued.

He seemed to use tougher lan-
guage than the White House while
describing the whereabouts of the
crew. “They are being held incom-
municado under circumstances
that I don't find acceptable. The
Chinese have said they're being
protected — [ don’t know from
what. In my judgment, they're be-
ing detained.”

Neither the White House nor
the State Department was willing
to use the word “'hostages’’. Asked
if he considered them hostages,
Gen. Powell said, “l don'tknow I'd
want to characterise it in a legal
status... I don’t know if that’s the
right word because no demands
have been placed.”

It is said that a range of options
were being explored by the Presi-
dent’s national security team in
case the situation lingered. It is
quite possible that recommenda-
tions to the President would in-
clude cutting back diplomatic
representation in China and for
him to cancel his official visit to
Beijing this October.

Whether Mr. Bush would decide
to go to Shanghai at all for the
meeting of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum hinges
on how soon the matter is resolv-
ed. Though there will be the temp-
tation in some quarters to shrug
this off saying that one leader’s
absence would not make a differ-
ence, it does — symbolically and
in substantive terms as well.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, the
House of Representatives took
note of the ongoing standoff by
approving a resolution condemn-
ing China’s human rights record
making the point that the deten-
tion of 24 crew members was an
example of how Beijing violated
people’s rights.



AN

W
A BATTLE OF political attrition that is fast heat-
ing up between the United States and China
over an ‘‘emergency landing” by an American
spy plane, ironically at a Chinese military base,
seems to be heading towards a strategic show-
down. Looming ominously beyond the disputed
facts of the latest episode is a cavalier signal
from the current U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush. He appears determined to wage an ide-
ological war against China with a fervour which
is jarringly out of sync with the emerging in-
ternational ethos of the post-Cold War era. At
the other end of the spectrum, the Chinese Pres-
ident, Mr. Jiang Zemin, has demanded a firm
apology from the U.S. for the circumstances in
which the American reconnaissance aircraft
landed in his country. Moreover, he wants
Washington to halt its practice of subjecting
China to aerial surveillance, but the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has argued that
the Bush administration has nothing to apol-
ogise for. Yet, the international community is
worried that the latest incident, involving the
military aircraft of China and the U.S., may ac-
tually fast-forward apprehensions of a standoff
over a whole gamut of strategic issues. It is im-
perative that the two sides defuse the escalating
crisis without sparking a fallout for peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

The U.S. and China have different versions
to narrate, each accusing the other of provoking
the new incident that began somewhere along
the dividing line between international airspace
and China’s coastal-territorial air corridor. Two
aspects of the episode are particularly relevant
— the mid-air free fall of a Chinese fighter air-
craft even as it apparently sought to intercept
the American surveillance plane, which subse-
quently landed in a damaged condition at an
airfield in China’s Hainan province. The pilot of
the Chinese warplane that crashed at sea is list-
ed missing, presumed dead, while all the 24 mil-
itary personnel aboard the U.S. aircraft are safe.

— e —
As a result of some diplomatic shadow-b
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that followed the “emergency landing”,
ican diplomats have been allowed by Chind to
meet the air crew, but the U.S. is furious that
Chinese authorities may have inspected the
state-of-the-art listening devices of the stricke
reconnaissance aircraft. Mr. Bush has appealed

to China to quickly return the spy plane and the |

air crew, both presumably detained, and pre-
vent an abrupt downturn in bilateral ties.

Divisive issues have already poisoned the

climate in which the two countries can muddle

their way out of the present crisis. Recently, Chi-
na and the U.S. had, of course, managed to over-

come the complexities that bedevilled their ties |
in the context of the American bombing of the:

Chinese embassy in Belgrade nearly two.years
ago. To this day, however, the two have not been
able to dissolve the political distrust engendered
by the Belgrade incident, which marked the
worst bilateral staredown since Washington'’s
criticism of Beijing’s crackdown over some pro-
‘democracy’ demonstrators in 1989. A certain

level of anti-Soviet strategic coordination had |

preceded the 1989 episode, but the U.S. and
China are today locked in a psycho-war of suspi-
cions over a wide array of issues. A major irritant
is the current U.€ plan for a comprehensive
missile defence stem and its theatre-specific
variant in East Asia. A “key” determinant of the
Sino-American relationship is Washington’s
likely stance on the unresolved final political
status of Taiwan, which Beijing regards as an
integral part of China. Mr. Bush is keen that
Beijing cannot be allowed to exercise even a
semblance of an informal veto over his current
move to sell new sophisticated weaponry to Tai-
wan. Several other issues, including those im-
pinging on China's human rights “record” ¢
home, tend to distort the Sino-American tie
Yet, the critical test is: Where will Mr. Bush dr.
the line about China’s internal affairs?
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HINDUSTAN TIMES \/

HE SINO-AMERICAN confrontation

could not have come at a worse time

considering that it has followed the
: recent hardening of Washington’s
attitude towards Beijing. In contrast to the
Clinton administration’s characterisation of
China as a ‘strategic partner’, President
George W. Bush has let it be known that he
regards Beijing almost purely in adversarial
terms. In fact, a policy paper, which is yet to
be made public, is said to have described

China as America’s Enemy No. 1, especially

after the disintegration of the Soviet Union,
the former holder of this designation. In
line with the customary stance of the
Republican hard-liners, the Bush adminis-
tration is also more favourably disposed
than its predecessor towards arming Taiwan
with sophisticated weapons. an attitude
which infuriates China.

There are other reasons, too, v\hy the
grounding of an American spy plane in
China after its collision with a Chinese inter-
ceptor has far more disturbing connotations
than if the same incident had taken place a
year ago. For instance, although the Chinese
embassy was bombed (by mistake, according
to Americans) during the US-led NATO raids
on Yugoslavia, the fallout from that incident
was controlled within a reasonable period of
time because the Sino-US relations were in

e’ Stand off in China

A \/

better shape than now. What is more,) the
Bush administration’s hawkish postures\are
directed not only towards China but seery to
inform its entire foreign policy. It has man-
aged to unsettle even America’s western
allies with its missile defence project and
scuttling of the Kyoto agreement. Besides,
Washington has undermined South Korea’s
policy of improving its ties with Pyongyang
and accused Russia of being a proliferator
of nuclear weapons.

It is these prickly attitudes which are a mat- .
ter of concern at a time like the present when
a needlessly belligerent US has come face to
face with an overtly sensitive China. The lat-
ter may be all the more tense and susceptible
in view of the recent defection of a military
official to the US. It has to be remembered”
that apart from rubbing China the wrong way
over Taiwan, the US had also accused Beijing
of violating UN sanctions in Iraq and has
threatened to be far more assertive about
human rights abuses in China thah before.
The trouble with such displays of muscular
nationalism is that it isn’t easy to evolve a
compromise without suggesting a retreat.
The need for responsible behaviour in the two
capitals, therefore, was never greater, but the
recent evidence of Mr Bush’s conduct is not a
hopeful sign. Nor is China’s usu cussed
attitude in such situations.




‘uedep u) aseg 1y SN € pue als

:o_mwﬁf sapnjow ‘Suipue) Aousdiowa ue apew aue|d ANNPSH) € S1aym ‘euly ‘Inyssurr sajedo| dew ay

m.ua,.!.,
AWiof 2oumo

e OpTW
aumpd 5y

-ulfteg WoJj pastIoyine uocn
-eooa0ad e sem juaprout ayl 1eyl
S1qNop 9y AepPUO U0 ples ‘sal
-pm§ feuon;eULIS)IU] pUR DI39)R.I1S
J0] J93U8)) 9} YIim JsATeue Lie}
-I[TW B ‘UBWISaPIO) AUuojuy

‘pres [exiwpe ayj ‘eantsod e
38Qq p[no? sty,,,, diysuoije[ald sArnl
-OnJ3sU0d B 8ABY UBD SalIIUN0D
oM} 9} pue . oJowr Aue A}pel
-Usl Jem PIo2 B JOU ST STY3,, @)ea)s
-UOWSP PINOD JUSWUISA0L) 9saU
-TYD 8y} A1yo1nb e11ewr sy Jul
-ATOS3I A 1eY] ples Jie[g ‘uorien
-11S 8} Uo 99¥J 1saq 9yl Suning

‘puewl
-wod J1J10ed SN 9yl JO Jepuetu
-lod arerg stuus( pres ‘paurerd
-UI09 STBTOLIJO UBITIUIY Jel]] ‘Tero
-1330 uosdejuad auo 0} 3UIpioddOe
‘sseueld aoue[loaIns §n Jo
1993 01 urym 3uryoeoadde ‘asoro
0s umoyj aaey sjolid assuiyd
9} I8ADMOY] ‘SYIUOW JUIIDI U]
‘30UBISIp 9Jes e uryim yoeoadde
pue ssugld aJuUBSSIBUUOISY
‘SN 9y3 ideoasyur 01 sauerd
JI91Yy31] 9SoUIY) J0J aUIINod os[e
S]] ‘wemre], 1931e) 18Y) SOIISSTW
J1Isteq peseq-puef Jo dnpring
SuINWIUoD e SUIpnour Xiiajoe

v morduepd

AJejrrul J01fuotl 0} JUI[ISBOO
ulalseayinos seury) Suore
AT Apourinod ssuerd Ads AaeN
‘dpow STSTIO UT Sem 9SNOH
9} UM 243 1s933ns o0} jou sured
3urye} ‘urwaz suelp juapissad
3ur[reo WoJj ureajad 0} popiloap
ysng ‘wes} Aorjod udradoj sty
YITM SUOISSNISIP AYISUs| 1oy
AuwAuoue Jo UOTITPUOD
U0 Jajjelr 83 PassnosIp oym [erd
-1330 S JIOTUdS B pIes  ‘SISLID B S1
Jey) pue ‘jou s 31 Surylawos oyut,,
UOoTIENIIS YY) 93e[eISS PThoMm Jey)
suotnoe 3utye; 10 0110389Yd 3Ulsn
MOYIIM MBIO 3} 0} SS120VY
‘S 10} BUIY)) UO 8Ins
-saxd o) 3urdasy Aq aur] uUT} ©
Mrem 03 3urAa) st ysng ‘SUOTIe[al
AJeITW BUIYD-S[] SUTMITASI ST
os[e uorjexjsturwipe ysng sy,
‘9SUdJaP SIISSIU
Teuorjeu e prngqg o1 suerd g pue
I901J30 Awae asaury) surjued
-431Y4 ® JO Uol}09Jap jusdald ay}
‘SIe[0YdS uedlISWY SUnISIA JO
UucnUalap S, BUIY) I0A0 UOISUD) ST
osTe 819y} ‘uemre], 0} sofes suLie
JO anssl sy} 031 uonippe Uuj
‘SUoTe[al eury)H-s 103
jutod sariisuss Alaeinonged € je
S0 BSS BUIYD YINOS 8Y2 1940

4 Apq 21

g
2
:
&

auerd adue[[19AINS ITUOIIIID [T
SaLIY 9g-dH AAEN S(] B 3Im papr]
-109 38{ 193ydY 9SOUIYD B YOTYMm
ur Aepung uo juapioutr ay],
‘ysng 231085 Juap!
-$21J 0} UOTIEPUSO0D] B apew
184 jou pey ay pres uo}#ys
ABpPUON UG
ples ‘JJejs Jo syery) jurop ayj jo
UBULITRYD ‘U0)[OYS H ATusl] ‘usn
.‘BurloRe aJe 9sdUIYY 9y} Moy,
uo puadap [[tm UOISTIOAP 18y
‘sgsoddo
A[8uons euryy resp e Iepe. sidoe
y3im paddinbs siekoaisep mau
Anq 0} 1sanbaa s .uemrie], jueasd
0} Jaylaym yiuowl siyj aprosp
0} paldadxae ST JUIPIsaId UL
‘uemIgJ, 0} [[9S 03 Aauodeam
peougape Jo Sspury ayj uo
uoTIRJIISTUTWIPE UsSng oY} UIYitm
33eqap sdousnul pnod AHoinb
POAJOSad JT UsA® Juaploul ay,L,
“UBMIE], JO pue[st
peputw-aouspuadapul a9y} Jo
aaniny ayj JoA0 BUIY) PUER SAIBIS
pa3tu) 9y} usamiaq uoIsual 943 0}
UOTSUSWIP Mau e sppe 19{ 101y3y
asauryd e Yiim suefd Ads ued
-LIdwy ue Jo NOISITTIOO HHL

£ p4dy ‘uorBuIYSIM

AdS J2A0

R

ureqs Jopun sof G-ours,



China to grant
access to U.S.

plane crew-\V

BEUING: China on Tuesday said
it will allow U.S. diplomats to meet
with the detained 24-member crew
of the US. spy plane, which was
involved in a collision with a
Chinese military jet, “in the near
tuture” but rejected Washington’s
claims of sovereignty qver the air-
craft. /
“Though the invegigatibn into
the incident by the Chijese side is
not over, the Chinesg side is
arranging a meeting in the near
future between U.S. diplamats and
the crew,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said.
While assuring that the U.S. crew
members were in a ‘safe environ-
ment, Mr Zhu declined to say
when the meeting between the U.S.
diplomats and the crew would take
place in Hainan, a tropical island in
South China. Fending off a volley
of questions by American
reporters at a crowded news con-
ference, the first since the mid-air
collision occurred on Sunday, Mr
Zhu questioned US. claims of sov-
ereignty over the EP-3 spy plane.
“I would like to ask you how
come the American territory has
moved to the Chinese land?,” Mr
Zhu asked a reporter when he
repeated a statement by U.S. offi-
cials that the US. spy plane was an
American asset, enjoying sover-
eignty. The international law is
applicable to all countries. The air-
plane that you are talking about is
not an ordinary aircraft, but a mili-
tary reconnaissance »>lane that
after damaging Beijing’s aircraft
because of manoeuvres against
rule, in areas near China’s territori-
al waters, intruded into China’s air
space without approval and landed
on Chinese airport, Mr Zhu said.
“In accordance with the laws of
the People’s Republic of China
and its national law, the Chinese

1 side has the full right to pursue and

investigate into this event. This is
the right of any sovereign state.”
Mr Zhu asserted while refusing to
confirm whether Chinese military
personnel entered the plane, con-
sidered one of the most sophisti-
cated mn the world.

Stating the Chinese position on
the ‘serious’ military incident, the
spokesman said that Chinese assis-
tant foreign minister Zhou
Wenzhong has met the U.S. ambas-

/| sador to China Joseph Prueher
| twice and told him that the US.
it was entirely responsible for the
I collision. (P};/'

v
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No clue yet to spy plane crew
members’ whereabouts «; v

\
"
Hong Kong, April 2 % had

THE FATE of 24 crew members
forced to land their spy plane on
a Chinese island remained in
doubt on Monday as US military
officials demanded their safe
return.

More than a day after the acci-
dent, it remained unclear where
the 24 crew members were, and
no contact had been made
between the crew and US Navy
officials. “As time goes on, it’s
increasingly worse,” said Admi-
ral Dennis Blair, commander of
the US forces in the Pacific.
“We’re talking about a place that
has telephones.”

The collision of the Navy sur-
veillance plane and a Chinese
fighter over the South China Sea
is the latest example of what mil-
itary officials call increasingly
provocative Chinese tactics
against US forces in the disputed
region.

Pentagon officials say the US
plane, which made an emergency
landing on a Chinese island, is

protected by international con- (ﬂtﬂde the 12-mile territorial sea

ventions from being boarded,
inspected or detained.

Officers from the US Embassy
in Beijing headed to Hainan
Island to see the plane’s crew of
the EP-3 ‘Aries’. The Chinese For-
eign Ministry, in a statement
read on State television, said the
Chinese F-8 crashed after being
rammed by the US plane and that
its pilot was missing. “The US
side has total responsibility,” the
statement said. It said China has
lodged a protest.

US officials said the unarmed,
four-engine propeller plane was
on a “routine surveillance” mis-
sion. Blair blamed the collision
on one of two Chinese fighters
dispatched to intercept the US
plane. “It’s not a normal practice
to play bumper cars in the air,”
Blair said.

Pentagon officials said US sur-
veillance aircraft flying near
China often are shadowed by Chi-
nese military craft. A US mili-
tary map put the collision about
80 miles southeast of Hainan,

and airspace. China claims most
of the South China Sea as its ter-
ritorial waters — a claim reject-
ed by countries that use the vast
expanse of ocean for shipping.

White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer called for a prompt
release of the crew. “That is the
standard practice. We would
expect them to follow it,” Fleis-
cher said.

US officials said they also
expect China to “respect the
integrity” of the aircraft, help
repair the plane and allow it to
leave the Island as soon as possi-
ble. The EP-3 has high-tech sur-
veillance equipment used to hunt
and track submarines and collect
intelligence. The incident comes
amid rising US-China tensions.
Beijing’s security services are
holding two Chinese-born acade-
mics with US citizenship, and
China is anxiously awaiting a
decision by President Bush on
whether to sell advanced defen-

sive arms to Taiwan. -
USA TW
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L'Sino-U.S. ties stri

By Harvey Stockwin
HONG KONG: China’s refusal to
give the U.S. access to its spy plane,
which was forced to land in the
southern island of Hainan on
Sunday morning, has widened the
rift between the two countries,

spreading fears/\ of az\;ltensiﬁed

cold war.

The slow propdldr-diiven four-
engine US. Navy rdconnaissance
E-P3 was forced to lahd in Hainan
after being darhaged When it was
intercepted by two (hi
jets in international air space over
the South China Sea. One of the F-
8s—roughly equivalent to a MiG-
21—collided with the slow
American plane and crashed, with
the apparent loss of the pilot. The
Chinese claim that the damage was

e bad
e when thv E-P3 veered
towards the jet and damaged it.

This story seems implausible
given that the F-8s were doing the
intercepting, and are in any case
much faster aircraft. As the US.
Commander-in-Chief Pacific
(CINPAC) Admiral Dennis Blair
was quick to point out, the onus
lies on faster aircraft to stay out of
the way of a slower one when an
interception is taking place.

But what actually happened in
the aerial incident remains a mys-
tery since China continues to hold
the crew incommunicado in
Hainan. U.S. military attaches flew
to Hainan on Monday from the

embassy in Beijing, but haw¢’so far
been denied access tgM1€ crew and
the plane.

atch YOU SAID IT by Laxman

The raid yielded nothing! He is
an honest officer and lives within
the known sources of his income.
How? We must investigate!

e
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_Return crew, U.S. ell\s/Chma

By Sridhar Krlshnaswam%\‘)

WASHINGTON, APRIL 1. The United
States today said that it expects
China to return the pilot and 23
other crew members of a naval
surveillance aircraft that made
an emergency landing in the Hai-
nan island after being involved in
a collision with a Chinese fighter.
It is not clear if the accident took
place in the international air-
space or if the American aircraft
intruded into Chinese airspace.

The White House spokesper-
son, Mr. Ari Fleischer, when
asked by Reuters agency if the

! United States expected the pilot
. to be returned, said, “That is our
| expectation. That is the standard
¢ practice. We would expect them

to follow it.” The spokesperson
also maintained that he was not
aware of any communication
from Beijing of its intent to re-
turn the crew.

According to the Pacific Com-
mand in Hawaii, the Navy plane,

a EP 3 Maritime Patrol Alrcra t,
was on a routine mission ovér
the South China Sea when it w
intercepted by two Chinese ai
craft. There was supposed t
have been “contact” between th
U.S. plane and one of the Chi-
nese fighters; but serious enough
for the American aircraft to issue
the ‘Mayday’ signal and land on
the Hainan island.

This part of the Chinese coast
is full of military bases for at least
two major reasons: the proximity
to Vietnam and the Spratlys
Chain that China and five other
nations claim. According to the
Pacific Command, none of the
crew members on the EP-3 plane
was injured. The plane is an un-
armed four-engined propeller
aircraft and is filled with elec-
tronic surveillance gadgets. It
had taken off from the Kadena
airbase in Okinawa, Japan.

China to protest
Reuters reports:
In Bel]mg, a Foreign Ministry

statement sald China had made
“a solemn representation and
protest” over the incident and re-
served the right to seek damages.
China laid the blame squarely on
the U.S. plane.

“A Chinese aircraft was con-
ducting normal flight operations
10 km south of Hainan island
when a U.S. plane suddenly
veered towards it,” the Chinese
state television quoted the For-
eign Ministry statement as say-
ing.

“The nose and left wing of the
U.S. plane hit the Chinese plane
and caused it to crash. China is
now searching for the crew.”

The Chinese statement also
threatened further ‘“representa-
tions” over the U.S. plane enter-
ing Chinese airspace and landing
without permission. China was
making “proper arrangements”
for the 24 crew, the statement
added, without giving any de-
tails. .
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“US, China fly into storm
after mld-a1r colhsmn

\&
FROM ANDREW BROWNEQJ

Beijing, April-1 (Reuters): China
accused a US surveillance plane of
ramming one of its fighters in
mid-air over the South China Sea
today in a collision which threat-
ened to blow up into a major diplo-
" matic storm.
The US aircraft made an emer-
gency landing on China's south
" ern island of Hainan.

US officials immediately

scrambled to try to secure the re-
lease of the 24 crew, who were all

reported safe, along with the plane

and its highly-sensitive surveil--

lance equipment.

China said one of its fighter
planes had crashed as a result of
today’s incident and rescuers
wete searching for the pilot.

An angry statement by the Chi-
nese foreign ministry said Beijing
had lodged a “solemn representa-
tion and protest” and reserved the
right to seek damages.

It threatened further “repre-
sentations” over the plane enter-
ing Chinese air space and landing
without permission.

China-US relations have only
recently been fully restored after a
US plane on a Nato mission
bombed the Chinese embassy in
Belgrade in May 1999.

That incident sparked furious
protests by  stone-throwing
crowds outside the US embassy in
Beijing. According to the US Navy.
version of the incident, one of its
EP-3 maritime patrol aircraft was
on a “routine surveillance” mis-
sion in international air space

— -

(\ ¢

A US Navy EP-3 maritime patrol aircraft. (AFP)

when it brushed one of two Chi-
nese F-8 fighters on an intercep-
tion mission. But China laid the
blame squarely on the US plane.
“In accordance with interna-
tional practice, the Chinese mili-

.tary aircraft were engaged in nor-.

mal pursuit and monitoring activ™
ities of the US military surveil-

lance plane near China’s coast,” -

the Chinese foreign ministry
statement said.

It said the US plane “suddenly
veered” towards the Chinese air-
craft. “The nose and left wing of
the US plane hit the Chinese plane
and caused it to crash,” the state-

ment said. China was making
“proper arrangentents” for the 24
US crew, the statement added,
without giving any details.

The US ambassador to China,
Admiral Joseph Prueher, met
China’s vice foreign minister
today “in an initial meeting to re-
solve the situation,”state depart-
ment spokeswoman MlChelle ‘
Kingsaid. . f

President George W Bush,
who was at the Camp David presi-
dential retreat in Maryland, had
been informed ofithe crash, White
House s an Ari Fleischer 1
said. ’
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“U.S., China to ¢

By Sridhar Krishnaswami )

WASHINGTON, MARCH 23, For all the
noise and rhetoric in the run up
to the meeting, the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W Bush, and the
visiting Chinese Vice-Premier,
Mr. Qian Qichen, have declared
that while there are sharp differ-
ences between the two countries
on issues, they will to continue
the dialogue. Mr. Bush told the
highest ranking Chinese official
he has met thus far that differ-
ences could be overcome if the
two nations approached them
with “‘mutual respect”.

Mr. Qian agreed with Mr.
Bush’s perception and said,
“Where we disagree we can have
a very good exchange of views.
Some issues can be approached
in the spirit of seeking common
ground while shelving the differ-
ences.” The two leaders are said
to have discussed a range of crit-
ical issues with arms sales to Tai-
wan by the U.S. and human
rights situation in China being
the dominant items on the politi-
cal agenda.

Mr. Bush, who is due to visit
Beijing after the Summit of the
Leaders of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Forum in Shanghai this
October, also made the point that
it was in the best interests of the
U.S. “to have good relations with
China”. That said Mr. Bush also
made it a point to bring up the
sensitive issue of human rights
making a pointed reference to the
detention of a Chinese American
scholar prior to the start of his
formal meeting with Mr. Qian.

That human rights is going to
be a tough subject for both China
and the Bush administration is
evident from the manner in
which a group of law-makers are
going about the issue. On the eve
of the Bush-Qian meeting, a
group of law-makers introduced
a Resolution in the House of Rep-
resentatives opposing China’s
bid to host the Olympics in 2008.
A similar Resolution is expected
to be introduced in the Senate in-
volving hardline Republicans and
Liberal Democrats. The top Chi-

The U.S. President, Mr. Georgé Bush, welcomes China’s

®
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Vice-Premier, Mr. Qian Qichen, at the White House in
Washington on Thursday. — AP

nese official who is considered an
expert on international political
and security issues is on a week-
long visit; and apart from seeing
the President has met all the top
Cabinet officials at the State De-
partment, the Pentagon and the
National Security Council. Mr.
Qian is scheduled to have a meet-
ing with the Vice-President, Mr.
Richard Cheney, later in the day.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Qian dis-
cussed two main security issues
on the bilateral agenda — the Re-
publican administration’s stance
on the National Missile Defence
and the impending American sale
of weapons to Taiwan, the latter
being especially sensitive as Beij-
ing views Taiwan as a renegade
province. In New York at the start
of his trip, the Chinese leader
made the point that ‘“‘serious
strains” would develop in rela-
tions if the Bush administration
went ahead with Taiwan’s shop-
ping list. Mr. Qian also refused to
rule out a pre-emptive strike
against Taiwan if Aegis class de-
stroyers were provided.

On the subject of the National
Missile Defence, Mr. Bush is be-
lieved to have told Mr. Qian that
the project is not aimed at China
and that China too has a threat
from weapons of mass destruc-
tion. “Nothing we do is a threat
to you and I want you to tell that
to your leadership,” Mr. Bush is
reported to have told Mr. Qian.
After hanging tough on the NMD,
the Chinese recently indicated
that they are not averse to dis-
cussing the matter with Washing-
ton.

On the arms sales to Taiwan,
Mr. Bush and Mr. Qian reported-
ly did not discuss the details of
the proposal; and that Mr. Bush is
said to have assured Mr. Qian
that he will not do anything to
breach a 1982 Joint Communique
that pledged not to increase the
quality or the quantity of the

arms being sold to Taiwan. Prior,

to the meeting getting under w;
Mr. Bush made the point
decision on the arms s
been taken.
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Washington, March ZZZ’% S

CHINA'S VICE-PREMIER [Qian
QRichen arrived in Washipgton
ahead of crucial talks withf Pres-
ident George W Bush’s new
republican administration,
which has already sparred with
Beijing in a volley of tense
exchanges.

Potential clashes are looming
on expected US arms sales to
nationalist Taiwan, China’s
human rights record and Bush's
plans to develop a national mis-
sile defense shield, which China
fears could negate its nuclear
arsenal.

Qian, a foreign policy veteran
and the most senior Chinese vis-
itor to the United States in near-
ly two years, arrived in Washing-
ton yesterday after a two-day stay
in New York, a Chinese press
spokesman said.

His official program starts
later on Wednesday with a meet-
ing and dinner with secretary of

talkin

g HT- 1) —

state Colin Powell at the state
department and he will hold cru-
cial talks with Bush at the White
House on Thursday.

As Qianarrived in a US capital
doused in torrential rain, a new
storm broke over often-fragile
Sino-US relations. It emerged
overnight that Chinese police
had detained five-year-old Amer-
ican boy and prevented him from
seeing his parents for 26 days
without informing the US
authorities.

Human rights in China (HRC)
said five-year-old Andrew Xue
and his parents Xue Donghua
and Gao Zhan were detained at
Beijing airport on February 11 as
they were heading back to the
United States after visiting fami-
ly. The white house said only the
affair was a consular issue after
the reports were confirmed by
the US embassy in Beijing. There
was no immediate reaction from
the state department.
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TUSA cautioned

over arms sale
= to Tartwan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA AN &

BEIJING, March 15. — China has warned th\ USA that sale of{
sophisticated weapons such as the Aegis radar systems to Taiwan:
would be an affront to its sovereignty even as Washington an-
nounced that its decision would depend upon Beijing’s missile
build-up.

“It’s really a very serious issue. Selling Aegis to Taiwan
would tantamount to a military alliance between the USA and
Taiwan, threatening the very basis of our diplomatic rela-
tions,” said the director general of the Chinese foreign minis-
try’s arms control and disarmament department Mr Sha Zu-i
kang. “We hate the idea. We condemn this idea.”

He said among the arms the USA have sold or proposed to
sell to Taiwan, “Aegis is the worst”. It could be linked with the;
US communication systems, forming a military alliance;
against China.

The message was conveyed to the USA by the People’s Liber-
ation Army’s chief of staff, General Fu Quanyou, yesterday!
when he met the commander-in-chief of US armed forces’s Pa-;
cific command, Dennis Blair.

Meanwhile, Mr Blair said an increase in the number of Ch1
nese missiles pointed at Taiwan could force the USA to up~
grade the hardware it sells to the island. “The decisions that.
the USA will make on selling missile-defence technology de-;
pends in large measure o e actions that the Chinese them-}
selves take with the miSsiles that threaten Taiwan,” Mr Blair!

-said here. !

!
{
%
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‘China warns U.S. against ¥
selling arms to Taiwan -,

BEIJING: China on Tuesday strongly warned the U.S.
against selling advanced weapons to Taiwan, saying it
involved “serious dangers” and was not in the interest
of Washington itself.

“If the U.S. side continues to fallt hdnodr its com-
mitment on the Taiwan question and insjsts on selling
advanced weapons to Taiwan, including particularly
the Aegis missile destroyers and the Patriot anti- mis-
sile defence system, that would send a verly wrong sig-
nal to the Taiwan authorities,” Chinese foleign minis-
ter Tang Jiaxuan said. Addressing his customary yearly
press conference, Mr Tang said any wrong signal from
Washington would encourage a very small number of
people - “the Taiwan independence elements” —to
continue to engage in separatist activities agaist China.

He said US. arms sales to Taiwan, which China
viewed as a rebel province, would not be in the inter-
ests of the U.S. itself.

“The U.S. side should come to the recognition of the
serious dangers involved. It should rein in its wild
horse right on the side of the precipice,” the minister
said. Stressing that the Taiwan question was a very sen-
sitive and important question in Sino-U.S. relations, he
said what the U.S. had done on this question was ade-
quate to show that the U.S. factor was now an impor-
tant outside factor coming in the way of the peaceful
reunification of China.

Mr Tang said Chinese Vice Premier Qian Qichen,
who was scheduled to visit the United States from

i March 18, would have full exchange of ideas with U.S.
' leaders over the Taiwan question and bilateral and re-

gional issues of common concern duyring his stay in
Washington. Mr Qian is the seniormost Chinese offi-
cial to visit Washington since the George Bush admin-
istration took office in January and decided to adopt a
more tough policy towards China on the questions like
Taiwan and human rights.

Commenting on the Taiwan issue itself and the U.S.
role, the Chinese foreign minister noted that if the
United States had not made troubles, the Taiwan ques-
tion would have been resolved a long time ago.

Mr Tang said the Taiwan question had not been re-
solved till date because there were mainly two major
contributing factors. Firstly, Chen Shui-Bian (Taiwan’s
President) has failed to recognise the “one-China”
principle to this day, he said and cited an ‘outside fac-
tor’, mainly the United States, as the second reason.

Tang said China and Russia would sign a new bilat-
eral treaty on goodneighbourly friendship and cooper-
ation when Chinese President Jiang Zemin paid a state
visit to Russia in July.

“President Jiang is scheduled to officially sign a
Sino-Russian treaty with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin in mOscow,” he said. “China-Russia re-
lationship now is a new type of normal state-to-state
relationship which is neither allied nor targeted at any
third country or third party,” Mr Tang said.

The two countries have a strong desire to be good
neighbours, good partners and good friends. The treaty
which was scheduled to be signed in July embodied
such kind of spirit, the Chinese foreign minister com-
mented. Py /
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Id
Beijing, March 6: A Chinese investigation }S{\&oun
niy evidence 1o support US charges that Chinese com
panics arc helping Irag rebuild its aiy defences. for-
eign minister Tang Jiaxuan said on Tuesday. )

Mr Tang said the charges were designed to divert
atiention from US and British bombing of Irag.
repeating China’s initial hardline response. “Relevant
agencies have carried out serious investigations,” Mz
Tang said ip a press conference.

They had found no evidence that Chinese techni-
cians were helping install fibre-optic cables. he said.
China said last week it would look into the charges.
the first sign of trouble between Beijing and the new
US administration of President George W. Bush.

It had originally dismissed the charges out of hand
‘as part of a US smokescreen. But. by offering to take

US charge baseless, says China

the charges seriou l} 1t had appeared interested
defusing the problem.

Some analysts spebulated Beijing wanted to take the
issue off the table while it focused on trying to per-
suade Mr Bush administration not to sell advanced
weapons to Tajwan. : .

Mr Tang has now thrown the ball back into the US
court. He again insisted that China respected UN res-
olutions on trag and had rules that forced Chinese
companies to comply.

The United States launched air raids twice fast
month to “degrade” Irag air defences which US ofti-
cials say have become newly aggressive toward US
aircraft patrolling “no-fly” zones. The zones were
imposed over the northern and southern part./<of’fraq
after the 1991 Gulf War. (Reuters) S
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‘China takes steps to
boost ties with U.S.

BEIJING: China’s most senior for-
eign affairs official vice-premier
Qian Qichen, will visit the U.S. from
March 18 to 24 at the invitation of
the U.S government, foreign min-
istry announced here on Sunday.
The one-line announcement
made by ministry spokesman Zhu
Bangzao did not give any details of
Mr Qian’s visit to Washington or

his agenda. : y,.- ¢
ngever, scz&rce!sjaid ia%n’s

an Chinese diplomats.

The visit is seen by the dipl
circles here as a reflection of Bei-
jing’s nervousness over the possible
direction in U.S-China relations un-
der new American President
George W. Bush who seems to have
decided to improve relations with
Japan, an ally of Washington and
one of China’s Asian rivals.

Mr Bush’s ties with China are al-
ready off to a rocky start.

Last month the U.S. charged that
Chinese workers were assisting
Iraq install fibre-optic technology

to upgrade Baghdad’s air defence
systems. Though China denied this
charge, the foreign ministry later
said Beijing would launch a probe
into the issue.

The Bush administration has also
decided to push a U.N. resolution
faulting Beijing’s human rights
record this month at the UN. com-
mission on human rights at Gene-
va. China has criticised the US.
move and called for dialogue as
confrontation between the two
countries on the question of human
rights would lead to nowhere.

Another. serious issue that Mr
Qian might take up in Washington
is the likelihood of more sophisti-
cated weapons flowing to Taiwan,
which China views as a rebel
province. :

The Bush administration is to de-
cide next month whether tosell new
arms to Taiwan or not. Moreover,
China has vehemently opposed
Bush’s plan to deploy an anti-mis-
sile system, which Beijing says
would undermine strategic balance
and trigger an arms race. (Agenciss)

~
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China hits out at US nights

e
l/\/
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA__ 51 (\f

BELJING, Feb. 27. - China to-
day retaliated against the US
state department’s annual hu-
man rights report by releasing
an account of “rampant infrin-
gement” of rights in the USA.

Calling Washington’s charges
“false”, a six-part article re-
leased by China questioned the
USA’s right to point its finger
at over 190 countries on the
question of human rights, Xin-
hua reported.

“The universal declaration on
human rights of the year 2000
denounced more than 190
countries in the world, includ-
ing China, for their human
rights conditions, and falsely

ISRAEL'S RESPONSE

JERUSALEM, Feb. 27. - Is- !
rael today rejected USA’s al-
: legations, made in the human
' rights report, that it has used |
i excessive force to contain a
Palestinian uprising. “Israel |
; has reacted in a proportion-
ate, measured and responsi-
i ble fashion...” Israel said.
—~ Reuters

accused t these countries of cer-
tain abuses,” the article said.
In its report, released yester-
day, the US state department
flayed China for its “poor” hu-
man rights record.
“Government’s poor human

PHE STATESMAN

Y reg 2oy

repo

rights recorhé/g‘ I d, and it
continued to commit numerous
serious abuses. The govern-
ment intensified crackdowns
on religion and in Tibet, inten-
sified its harsh treatment of po-
litical dissent, and suppressed
any person or group perceived
to threaten the governme-
nt,"the report said. The Chi-
nese article, US Human Rights
Record in 2000, charged the
USA with perpetrating vio-
lence and discrimination.
Move against cults: Amid
criticism of its crackdown on
the Falun Gong, China today
announced the establishment
of a new department, state
council office, to combat activi-
ties of various cults .
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Son of Star Wars
US Aims to Desrade China’s Deterrent
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HE Bush administration has

reiterated its commitment\to
go ahead with the missile defente
programme. This was unambigu-
ously articulated by defence secre-
. tary Donald Rumsfeld in his
; speech in Munich at the 37th An-
nual Security Conference. The
Americans profess that the missile
defence is not intended to degrade
the Chinese deterrent capability
but only to provide a missile shield
for the US against states of con-
cern, like North Korea, Iran, Iraq
and Libya developing missiles with
ranges to reach the US and war-
heads of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This claim is prima facie in-
credible but the Americans have a
tendency to persuade themselves
to believe their claims are accepted
provided they repeat them over
and over again.

In 1967, then defence secretary
Robert McNamara proposed a de-
fence shield against Chinese mis-
siles still under development.
Everyone knew that it was only a
thinly disguised deception to devel-
op a defence against Russian mis-
siles. The US was then engaged in
persuading the Russians that mis-
<ile defence was destabilising and
should not be proceeded with.
Therefore, they did not want to cite
*he reason for their missile defence
programme as the Russian missiles.

In 1995 and 1996, US intelligence
estimates declared only Israel and
India had such capabilities and nei-
ther was a state of concern to the
US. But the Rumsfeld Commission
which went into the issue in 1998
concluded that the ‘states of con-
cern’ could accelerate their pro-
grammes if they obtained technol-
ogy transfer from other countries.
This conclusion of the Rumsfeld
Commission came after the US dis-
covery of China’s transfer of ring
magnets to Pakistan and in the
wake of US willingness to turn a
blind eye to China’s missile trans-
fer to Islamabad. The latest decla-
ration of the Non-proliferation
Treaty'Review Conference could
not fertify that nuclear weapon
stafes have abided by their obliga-
tj6n not to proliferate under article
of the Non-proliferation Treaty.

There is no persuasive explana-
tion from the US authorities as to
how states of concern could
through their own efforts acquire
ICBMs and weapons of mass de-
struction capability. Even Saddam
Hussein developed his nuclear ca-
pability with a lot of help from
western countries. Even the Rus-
sians and Europeans accept the
threat of further proliferation and
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the need for missile defence tho-
ugh they are not happy about the
particular interception technology
proposed to be deployed by the
US. The Russians are of the view
that instead of terminal intercep-
tion of missile warheads, the alter-
native boost phase interception
would be better. That would not vi-
olate the anti-ballistic missile tre-
aty. They have even offered to col-
laborate with the US on missile
defence based on boost phase
interception. It is quite obvious
from these stands of the US, Russia
and the European Union that their
proliferation concerns focus on
China in view of its past and
present record.

In these circumstances, the US’
plans to proceed with the missile
defence have a number of implica-
tions.

The US’ terminal interception
capability will degrade significantly
China’s deterrence based on some

* The Americans claim that
their missile defence is to
guard against states of
concern

» But the real target is China,
though the US will not say
so openly

* |ndia must refrain from hasty
judgments on the nature of
US missile defence

20-25 intercontinental missiles tar-
geted on the US west coast cities
while it cannot have a similar im-
pact on the Russian deterrent
based on a much larger number of
missiles and warheads. At the same
time, the US officials have offered
to negotiate with the Chinese to
make the missile shield more palat-
able to Beijing. The technology of
missile interception is still to be
proved and that was the reason
why Bill Clinton deferred the deci-
sion on deployment. North Korea
assured former US secretary of
state Madeleine Albright that
there would be no more missile
tests. That would indicate that the
North Korean missile development
cannot be the primary reason
for the US pressing on with the
missile deployment.

In this situation, what will the
Americans discuss with China?
Obviously the Chinese nuclear and
missile proliferation. The Ameri-
cans are in no position to directly
discipline China for its prolifera-
tion activities. They would risk the

supply of cheap consumer goods
from China. They would also ex-
pose the non- viability of the Non-
proliferation Treaty. It would also
lead to a direct confrontation with
China. If the US worry was really
about the other ‘states of concern,’
then boost phase interception is a
more cost-effective anti-prolifera-
tion measure than terminal inter-
ception missile defence. It appears
that the US persistence with

terminal interception missile
defence is with a view to degrade
the Chinese deterrent.

The US may make it clear to
China in the proposed negotiations
that anti-missile defence develop-
ment will continue unless China’s
stopping its proliferation of missile
and nuclear technologies to other
countries takes place in a manner
which can be verified by the US.
The choice for the Chinese will be
to risk the credibility of their own
nuclear deterrent vis-a-vis the US
or stop their proliferation. This
gives China a chance to behave
without exposing the Non-prolifer-
ation Treaty to ridicule and without
jeopardising US-China trade. The
Bush admimstration considers Chi-
na as a ‘strategic competitor’ and
not a ‘partner’. This analysis is no
doubt speculative but it is the only
plausible explanation that fits
known facts,

Given this background, there
should be no hasty judgments in
this country on the nature of the
US national missile defence or its
further implications. India should
discreetly explore the mutuality of
interests among various powers of
the world and India in dealing with
the threat posed by Chinese nu-
clear and missile proliferation. Un-
doubtedly, there is a major prob-
lem in dealing with the issue since
the Chinese blandly deny their pro-
liferation. The US is equally bland
in its denial that China is the main
target of its national missile de-
fence. But objective analysis makes
it clear that neither side is transpar-
ent. Their respective stands are pal-
pably unconvincing. Therefore, In-
dia has to look beyond the declara-
tory postures of both.

Unlike in 1983, it started its Star
Wars programme amid large bud-
getary deficit and mounting debts,
the US is now better placed to initi-
ate a new ‘son of star wars’ arms
race and challenge China. The pos-
sible Chinese reactions to the US
NMD need not worry India unduly.
India’s credible minimum deterrent
and no-first-use are not likely to be
affected by China expanding its
long-range ICBMs and warheads.
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“isolate China on N,MD!

By F.]J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, FEB. 5. To all intents and
purposes, the U.S. has conveyed
to China that it should get used
to the idea that the U.S. will
deploy a missile defence system,
but specific objections from
Beijing will be dealt within a
bilateral arrangement.

Strategically, the U.S. will
divide and rule the missile
defence arrangement of a
scheme yet to be proven
technologically and financially
viable.

This is the sub-text of two
very recent events. One, the ju$t
concluded European security
meeting in Munich and
addressed by the U.S. Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald H.
Rumsfeld.

Next, as reported by The New
York Times, a visit to China last
week by a group of unofficial
U.S. experts to discuss the
matter with China. Beijing made
available not just its academia
to the visiting group, but its
officials too. <y

The agenda: to extort ond
transparency out of the Chinese
on their arsenal, to reach an
understanding about the size of
a U.S. missile defence shieid
and, though unstated, to assure
Beijing that a shield over Taiwan
will not be sufficient to
encourage secessipnist elements
on the island to go too far.

At the meeting in Munich, Mr.
Rumsfeld addressed some of
Russia’s concerns, shared fully
by major European powers,
notably France and Germany.

Apparently, without talking
one on one with Moscow, he

! thought it premature to address
how the intent to deploy the
theatre missile defence (TMD)
within a newly structured
nuclear relationship and the

West’s relationship with Russia.

At no stage did Mr. Rumsfeld
home in on China’s objections
to missile defence. The Anti-
ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972,
which Mr. Rumsfeld explicitly
stated was dated, due to a
whole lot of reasons, is a
bilateral treaty.

1t has little or nothing to do
with China. The overall strategy

now appears to be to create a

wedge between Russia and

Europe, within Europe and

between Russia and China. The

East Asia aspect will be taken

care of by dealing with China

bilaterally. Russia and China are
drafting a strategic partnership

| treaty document.

One of its fringe purposes,
according t@.analysts, is ta ty...
and preverd Russia fri doing‘f‘%f
deal with the U.S. on missile %
I defence. Incidentally, quite ‘

U.S. strategy
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notably, for the first time a top
U.S. official and his delegation
dropped the term “‘national”
from the term national missile
defence, thus definitively
broadening its scope to a global
level, with the emphasis on
protecting U.S. forces deployed
globally and allies.

This brings the China concern
into sharper focus and it could
not be lost on Beijing that its
own position on bilateral
negotiations with the new U.S.

ministration will be
conditioned by at least five
factors.

The ability to withstand and
expend resources on an arms
race with the U.S.; its penchant
for doing bilateral deals instead
of subscribing to international
arms treaties has left it without
a buffer unlike the old ABM
which the Russians are sheltered
by; China’s ability to join forces
with Russia; the effectiveness of
its so-called Pakistan-Iran card
and most vital, the Taiwan
factor.

China is probably under no
illusion on two other counts.
That, despite its apparent
silence, Japan is the U.S.'s
foremost partner in one leg of
the triad, namely the sea based
TMD.

Japan is already spending
money into the LEAP or Light
Exo- atmospheric Project,
eventually to be mounted on
Japan's Aegis class vessels. Next,
that everybody knows a TMD
will be deployed in East Asia,
ostensibly and at the very least
to provide the outer concentric
to defend the 100,000 U.S.
forces in the region, in Japan, in
South Korea and aboard vessels.
Conversely, everybody knows
that despite China’s objections,
Beijing itself is going ahead with
increasing its own mobile
nuclear forces.

China’s Vice-Premier, the
foreign policy czar, Mr. Qian
Qichen heads to the U.S. next
month with the apparent
purpose of influencing a U.S.
decision in April on Taiwan's
annual arms purchase request.
This is obliquely connected to
the TMD. Mr. Qian’s primary
effort is to coax the Bush
administration to follow its
predecessor in denying Taiwan
the Arleigh-Burke class vessels
bearing the Aegis equipped
battle-management systems. It
is only on an Aegis equipped
vessel can a sea based missile
interceptor complex be
deployed. Anyhow, the new
armas racg is on. It will take a Jot
of resistance for India and
Pakistan net to join, or,
money as entry fee




{ BEIJING: China is keen to host a summit between
i President Jiang Zemin and U.S. President George W.
Bush in October to make a new beginnin%j.q Sino-U.S.
relations. G W M- lﬁ%

“Though it is too early to say, wedre optimistic absut
it,” a senior Chinese foreign ministry official said, not-
ing that it would be a good opportunity for both presi-
dents to understand each other better and exchange
views on bilateral and world affairs.

Chinese diplomats are now consulting their Ameri-
can counterparts on the possibility of a state visit by Mr
Bush before or after the Asta-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation (APEC)
summit in October which China will

. host, foreign ministry sources said.

Shanghai, the booming east China
metropolis, would host the ninth in-
formal APEC leadership summit
from October 20-21, where Mr Bush
is expected to lead a over 1,000-
member strong U.S. delegation, the
sources said.

Though Mr Bush and key mem-
bers of his administration have ruled out establishing a
‘strategic partnership’ with China, officials were opti-
mistic that the new administration would be “realistic”.

Beijing is “concerned” by the statement of the new
U.S. secretary of state Collin Powell, who last week
stated bluntly that China cannot be a strategic partner
to the U.S., undermining the consensus reached be-
tween former U.S. President Bill Clinton and Mr Jiang.

“A strategic partner China is not. But neither is China
our inevitable and implacable foe. China is a competitor

George W. Bush

eager to hog}

Jiang-Bush meet

Aa potential regional rival..,” Mr Powell said before
e U.S. senate foreign relations committee on January
7. However, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhu
angzao was quick to downplay the damage by saying
at the decision to develop sound and stable Sino-U.S.
ooperation conforms with the interests of the two
countries and also conducive to peace, stability and
prosperity in Asia-Pacific and the world at large.

“And this in itself gives expression to the importance
to the relations between the two countries and has the
strategic significance,” Mr Zhu said.

Lo However, the sensitive issue of
Taiwan and US. plans 1o develop
and deploy missile shields are ex-
pected to generate much friction be-
tween Beijing and Washington in
the coming months, analysts said.

China has already said Bush ad-
ministration’s plans to develop mis-
sile defence shields as “going
against the trend of the times” and
harmful to disarmament efforts.

Such systems will “have a major
impact on 21st century global strategic balance and se-
curity,” Mr Zhu said. China is also concerned by Bush
administration’s views on Taiwan, which Beijing views
as a rebel province that must be reunified with the
mainland at an early date.

China firmly opposes U.S. interference in Taiwan af-
fairs and Washington's sale of sophisticated weapons to
the cash-rich island. However, under law Ameri-
can administrations are obliged to e Taiwan with
weapons to defend itself. () 7
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