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Islamabad to

receive F-7§\ a
from China A

London, December 30

PAKISTAN WAS expected to
receive delivery of the first two
batches of new-generation F-7
series fighter aircraft from
China this month, adding more
teeth to its air force, a leading
defence weekly has said.

Quoting Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) chief of staff Air Chief
Marshal Mushaf Ali Mir, the
Jane’s Defence Weekly said the
service’s new F-7 PG fighters
were scheduled to arrive in
Karachi on December 17 and 20
aboard Chinese ships. The
report, however, does not con-
firm the delivery.

Chinese specialists were also
expected to arrive in the country
in late December to oversee the
aircraft’s assembly. PAF
upgradation is taking place just
" before it retires the fleet of

1960’'s-era F-6 air-defence fight-

ers on March 23.

First deliveries of the new
aircraft are slated for the 31st
fighter wing at air force base
Quetta/Samungli, with both
batches to enter frontline ser-
vice by April.

The new generation aircraft
is a further development on the
MiG-21 design, the J-7 PG fea-
tures improved avionics and a
more powerful engine than the
PAF’s current inventory of F-7
MP ‘skybolt’ fighters. ’

The PAF is understoogéw/
have ordered 50 aircraft frbf a
requirement for up to 80F-YPGs.
The fighter jet was selected
after Pakistan’s bilateral devel-
opment with China of the FC-
1/Super-7 fighter ran into diffi-
culty as Russia declined to sup-
ply engines.

Pakistan also expects to take
delivery of spare parts for its 32
remaining air force-operated F-
16 fighters and their associated
weapon systems from early next
year. The PAF acquired 28 sin-
gle-seat F-16As and 12 twin-seat
F-16Bs in 1988 during the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan dur-
ing the height of Cold War.

The US embargoed a further
28 aircraft following their man-
ufacture for the service.

PTI
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ELING, DEC. 21. The-Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, today asked China to use its “influence”
in finding a solution to the Kashmir issue. Beijing,
however, said the “best way” was for New Delhi and
Islamabad to resolve the problem through pegceful
bilateral negotiations. S A ‘

Addressing a select gatherirfé\ of newspaper edi-
tors, scholars and policy-makers at a breakfast meet-
ing here, Gen. Musharraf said he had requested the

1 China favou.rs Indo-Pak. talks

meeting that China was fof a peaceful settlement of
the Kashmir dispute and that the Chinese President
wanted direct talks between India and Pakistan.

“The best way to solve the issue is for the two sides
to discuss the issue themselves,”” he said when asked
if China would offer to mediate.

“If China has any role to play, we will help relaxa-
tion of tensions and improvement of relations be-
tween India and Pakistan,” Mr. Sun said, adding,

' Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, at their summit « the key to the question is for the two countries
tatks on Thursday to use his influence for settling to solve their dispute in a peaceful manner.”

Kashmir issue. v}\ D-\ \

There was a ‘high degree of tension” bgtween the
two nuclear states of India and Pakistar] after the
December 13 attack on Parliament, Gen. Musharraf
said, and warned that this would escalate further if
the “root cause” of the problem was not addressed
properly. '

A Chinese Foreign Ministry official, Mr. Sun Guox-
iang, told presspersons after the Jiang-Musharraf

Asked whether Mr. Jiang had pressed Gen. Mush-
arraf to contain the operations of the Kashmiri mil-
itants in Pakistan, Mr. Sun said it was entirely an
internal affair of Pakistan. The Chinese side had tak-
en note of the fact that Pakistan had taken some
measures to deal with fundamentalists within its ter-
ritory. The official declined to say if arms sales be-
tween China and Pakistan had been discussed
during Gen. Musharraf’s visit. — PTI




Porver minis
ervez praises

Chqjl\}/& to balance

foreign relations

i

PRESIDENT PERVEZ Mushar-
raf reassured old ally China on
Thursday it was a cornerstone of
Pakistan’s foreign policy.

Musharraf wasted no time in
emphasising that Sino-Pakistani
relations remain strong despite
Pakistan’s commitment to the
war on terrorism in the wake of
the September 11 attacks on the
US that drew US forces into
China's backyard.

Musharraf’s visit, which
kicked off in a meeting with
President Jiang Zemin, will
focus on bolstering economic ties
andthe new strategic equation in
Central Asia following the defeat
of the Taliban in Afghanistan.

“The cornerstone of Pak-
istan’s foreign policy is its close
asspciation and relationship
with China,” Musharraf said at
the start of his talks with Jiang,
immediately addressing Chinese
concerns that Pakistan was drift~
ing into the US camp.

“China has been our trusted
friend, and our relationship has
remained time-tested, and we are
very positive that in the future
also this relationship, this strate-
gic association and relationship
will continue,” Musharraf said.

Jiang hailed the visit as a high

point in celebrations marking 50
years of Sino-Pakistani rela-
tions. “I trust that your visit will
serve to vigorously advance our
comprehensive partnership of
collaboration,” he said.
' Chinahas been a critical source
af economic aid and military
hardware for Pakistan and West-
ern military sources say Islam-
abad’s nuclear weapons were built
from Chinese blueprints.

Musharraf’s visit gives him a

Beijing, December 20

G
NO COMMENTS PLEASE

PRESIDENT PERVEZ Musharraf,
who arrived in Beijing on Thursday,
was not accompanied by journal-
ists from Pakistan’s print media.

Only the official media —
Associated Press of Pakistan,
Pakistan Television and Radio
Pakistan — accompanied
Musharraf in an apparent attempt
to project only the official line.
While no press conferences have
been scheduled by the Pakistani
side, Musharraf would have a
breakfast meeting with leading
members of Chinese thinktanks
and senior editors on Friday.

PTI, Beljing

well-timed opportunity to
refresh relations with China
after committing Pakistan to the
US-led war on terrorism. He
would be eager to show China he
is “not lost to the Americans for
good”, said Jean-Pierre Cabestan
of the French Centre for
Research on Contemporary
China in Hong Kong.

Both sides “have to give more
evidence that both countries
need each other as much" as
before September 117, he said..

Within days of the September
11 attacks, Musharraf withdrew
support for Afghanistan’s hard-
line Taliban, offered bases for US
forces and let US warplanes use
Pakistani airspace.

In turn, Washington lifted
sanctions imposed in 1998 after
Pakistan tested its first nuclear
device and agreed with other
allies to billions of dollars in aid
and debt rescheduling deals for
the country’s ailing economy.

Reuters
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\K Pakistan, China to chalk out .
\% common regional strategy“”“’”

y B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD NOV. 19. The Pakistan President,

MGen. Pervez Musharraf, is expected to visit Chi-
na in the third week of December to exchange
views on region, in the particular context of the
latest developments in Afghanistan.

According to the Associated Press of Pakistan
(APP), State-run news agency, the proposed
visit would provide an opportunity for Gen.
Musharraf and the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang
Zemin, to adopt a “common strategy” for es-
tablishing peace and stability in the region. The
proposed visit assumes significance in the
wake of the developments in Kabul that have
taken Islamabad by surprise and upset all its
calculations. China shares its concern over the
situation arising out of Afghanistan’s “occupa-
tion” by the Alliance forces, in disregard to the
wishes of the U.S. and the United Nations.

There were indications that Gen. Musharraf
had plans to visit China immediately after

September 11 terrorist attacks in the U.S. but
deferred his travel on the advice of the Chinese
leadership. A special envoy of Mr. Jiang was
here to exchange views with Gen. Musharraf
after Islamabad announced its decision to ex-
tend its “unstinted” cooperation to the U.S. in
its fight against Osama bin Laden and the Tali-
ban. In the course of a telephone conversation
on Friday, Mr. Jiang and Gen. Musharraf agreed
that the world must push to create a stable and
diverse transitional government in the wake of
the Taliban's collapse.

Quoting diplomatic sources in Beijing, the
APP said the two leaders felt the United Nations
should play a leading role in Afghanistan and
ensure that no dangerous power vacuum oc-
curred. Mr. Jiang also conveyed his concern
over the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and
hoped the international community would
come to the rescue of the civilians.

The agency quoted the spokesperson of the

Chinese Foreign Ministry, Ms. Zhang Qiyue, as

having said that China supported Pakistan's ef-

forts to establish peace and stability in the re-
gion and a broad-based government in
Afghanistan. She referred to the recent meeting
of the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiax-
uan, and Gen. Musharraf in New York and said

the two sides reiterated their common concern |

against terrorism and their resolve to work to-
gether for peace and stability in the region.

The Pakistan Ambassador in Beijing, Mr. Riaz |

Khokhar, in an interview to the agency said Si-
no-Pakistan relations would not be affected by
Pakistan’s decision to join the U.S.-led coali-
tion. “‘China will continue to enjoy the highest

priority in Pakistan’s foreign policy.” On the
visit of Gen. Musharraf to China he said “the .

purpose of the visit is to pay a tribute to our
five-decade-long fruitful and mutually benefi-

P -

cial relations and strengthen them futther, as |
we enter the 21st century.” /




_Chinese arms

cvisale to Pak ¥

continues: report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, Oct. 27. —
China is continuing to provide
Pakistan with material for
weapons of mass destruction,
media reports quoting intelli-
gence officials has said.

US intelligence agencies had
detected a shipment of mate-
rial used in making chemical
weapons in early September.

The shipment was described
as a “dual use” precursor
chemical destined for Pakista-
n's  chemical-arms  pro-
gramme, the Washington Post
reported.

Officials, who wished not to
be named, did not identify the
Chinese state-run company
involved in the chemical
transfer but said that it was
one of the several companies
that had been involved in ear-
lier chemical arms-related de-
liveries, the daily said.

Discovery of the chemical-re-
lated shipment came after 1
September, when the Bush
Administration imposed sanc-
tions on a Chinese State-run
company for supplying missile
technology to Pakistan. That
missile technology transfer
violated a pledge made in No-
vember by Beijing not to pro-
vide any material for foreign
nuclear missile programies.

The missile goods sale, de-
tected in August, involved ma-
terial for Pakistan’s Shaheen-
1 and Shaheen-2 missiles,
both of which are regarded as
nuclear-capable systems.
Quake rocks China: Scores

TAIWAN STAND

TAIPEI, Oct. 27. — Taiwan
today welcomed a US pro--
posal to sell the island an
anti-tank missile system.
The USA has said it ig con-
sidering selling 40 Javelin
anti-tank missile systems
to Taiwan at an estimated
cost of $61 million.

“We are happy. to see that

Taiwan’s ministry of na-
tional defence said. “With
those (weapons), it will help
a lot to our defence sys-
tems.” The spokesman said
he did know if the USA

happen,” a spokesman at |

would sell other weapons p
Taiwan in the near futuré.

The US Defence Security
Co-operation Agency said
the Javelin anti-tank mis-
sile systems will enhance
Taiwan’s medium anti-tank
capability for the infantry,
scouts, and combat engi-
neers. — Reuters

of houses were destroyed
when an earthquake measur-
ing six on the Richter scale
jolted Yongsheng county. in
south-west China's Yunnan
province today, an official re-
port said.

Six villages in a neighbouring
county were also stricken by
the quake, where many hous-
es caved in. The quake, which
occurred at 1.35 p.m. was cen-
tred at 26.14 degrees no
latitude and 100.34
east longitude.
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/ China supplied missile

1% technology to Pak.: CIA

il
By Sridhar Krishnaswami g)\r\/

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 8. The Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) has said that China had supplied missile and
related technology to Libya, Pakistan and North Ko-
rea.

The semi-annual report of the CIA to Congress
made the point that Russia and North Korea were
major exporters of nuclear, chemical, biological
weapons-related equipment and missile systems to
rogue States and unstable regions of the world.

It also said that Russia was supplying nuclear re-
actors to China and India’s naval propulsion sys-
tems and that India had discussed the prospect of
leasing nuclear-powered attack submarines from it.
On a different note, the CIA spoke of Libya building
missiles with help from Yugoslavia, India, North Ko-
rea and China.

The part on China and Pakistan comes at a time
when the Bush administration has slapped sanc-
tions for violating American domestic laws on prolif-
eration of missile technology. The sanctions,
announced last week, were also in the context of
Beijing going back on a November 2000 pledge not
to assist nations in their nuclear and missile arse-
nals.

The CIA’s report covered the period between July
and December last year. “’During the reporting peri-
od, Chinese entities provided Pakistan with missile-
related technical assistance. Pakistan has been mov-
ing towards domestic serial production of solid
propellant (short-range missiles) with Chinese
help.”

Further, the nodal intelligence agency said that
there were indications that China continued to as-
sist Pakistan in developing nuclear weapons in vio-
lation of a 1996 pledge to Washington against this.
China, the CIA maintained, had also supplied ad-
vanced conventional arms to Pakistan, Iran and Su-
dan, among other nations.

Equally standard and routine have been the de-
nials of Beijing and Islamabad, something that has
not merited serious attention here. China, for in-
stance, tried to pass off the impression that it could
not be expec}ed to have a tight leash on “private”

entities mvolved in the dubious missile and tech-
nology trade; Pakistan tried to project an image of
being unnecessarily sullied. Both do not cut much
ice in the political and intelligence community.

The continued reporting of clandestine and du-
bious transactions from China to Pakistan on the
nuclear and missile fronts has put Islamabad in a
tough spot. The prospect of additional sanctions
aside, the intelligence reports come at a time when
the Bush administration is seriously looking at ways
of coming to grips with the post-1998 Glenn Amend-
ment sanctions as they related to Pakistan.

While Pakistani officials and diplomats have been
hammering away at the concept of a “non-differ-
entiated” approach vis-a-vis India, the administra-
tion is really in a dilemma. Broadly speaking, there is
a feeling in the administration that while the Presi-
dent cannot go the whole hog and lift or waive sanc-
tions against Pakistan given the democracy linkages,
“something” ought to be done.

On the one hand, there is the realisation that fur-
ther alienation of Pakistan would only push its re-
gime further into Taliban-type extremism and
fundamentalism, which would not be in the inter-
ests of the U.S. On the other hand, constant reports
of dubious nuclear and missile transactions with
China has not helped matters much.

UNI reports from New Delhi:

In its latest report on global demography trends,
the CIA has said that Pakistan was on the verge of
breakdown due to globalisation as the country
“seems to encompass the worst of everything”.

“Globalisation means there could be breakdowns
in bigger, developed, urban places where the U.S.
may not be able to intervene,” the report published
in Pakistan’s The News said. In addition to contrib-
uting to political volatility in several already unsta-
ble regions and countries, youth bulges could
provide large numbers of Afghan and Pakistani
youth for terrorist activities.

The report said the immediate problem would in-
volve a breakdown in a place where moral interven-
tion was not possible but where there were greater
strategic consequences. /



Chmese firm demes Pak links

M Terms US sanctions for
‘transferring missile parts to
Islamabad’ as ‘groundless’

Q{Ql ’ A‘\f\

CHINESE company on Monday denied
allegations it had transferred missile tech-
nology to Pakistan and struck out at US
plans to target it with sanctions.

China Metallurgical Equipment Corp (CMEC) in-
sisted it exported machine tools and other parts for civil
and industrial use only after the US State Department
said on Saturday it would impose unspecified sanctions.

“We did not do that. We only do business in our own
areas and which are set by the government,” a com-
pany spokesman told Reuters by telephone. “The US
sanctions are groundless,” he said. There was no im-
mediate comment from China’s Foreign Ministry but
Beijing has repeatedly denied breaking its commit-
ments on proliferation of missile technology.

The US move followed reports in American media
that the United States had warned China it could im-
pose sanctions to crack down on what it believed was
the transfer of missile know-how and parts. If true,

* China would have violated a November 2000 pledge

REUTERS
BEVING, SEPTEMBER 3

notto help any country develop bal-
listic missiles that could be used to
deliver nuclear warheads.

United States and China rebuild ties
after clashes over defence and hu-
man rights in the first half of 2001.

The Los Angeles Times said the sanc- |

tions would mean that US compa-
nies would not be issued licences to
launch satellites on Chinese rockets
nor be allowed to give US technol-
ogy to China’s growing satellite in-
dustry. The US wants China to abide

by the November 2000 commitment
and to stick to the Missile Technol-
ogy Control Regime — a voluntary
accord that tries to limit missile ex-

ports to unstable regions.

US President George W. Bushiis :
under pressure to impose sanctions
onsome Chinese companies follow- §
ing reports of transfer of military
components to Pakistan this year. i
China says it has abided by the No-
vember 2000 commitment and de-
mands the US lift a ban on licences

for US satellite exports to China.

'l Curbs selective: Regime

i PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Wiashington has highlighted mis- |
sile proliferation as a top issue as the

ISLAMABAD, SEPTEMBER 3

PAKISTAN today termed as “regrettable” US sanc-

.tions against a Pakistani firm for violating proliferation

regime and said the action was indicative of a selective
approach on the issue as “missile related transfers are
taking place in our neighbourhood.”

“Pakistan has not received any technology or equip-
ment from China in violation of missile technology con-
trol regime (MTCR),” a foreign office statement here
said reacting to US’ slapping sanctions on its National
Development Complex (NDC) for importing missile
technology from a Chinese firm. Though the sanction
would have little practical impact as NDC was already
under US embargo, the statement said “they are indica-
tive of a selective US approach on the issue.”

Making a veiled reference to India, the statement
claimed that the USitself has acknowledged that missile re-
lated transferswere taking place in “our neighbourhood”
relating to development of supersonic cruise missiles as
well as ballistic missiles through acquisition of technology
from other countries including european sources. “These
activities clearly violate MTCR parameters yet no sanc-
tions have been imposed against these violations. Only
Pakistani entities have been subjected to MTCR sanc-

¢ tionson the basis of uhsubstantiated allegations,” it said. /
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"China welcomes
g)-;, ‘Musharraf’ Ho-Y
> froad map’ -, ¢ 3

BEUING, AUG. 19. Welcoming the
Pakistan President, Gen. Peryez
Musharraf’s ‘road map’ for resfo-
ration of democracy, China Ras
told the United States that contin-
ued sanctions against Islamabad
would only ‘complicate’ the situa-
tion.

The Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Mr. Sun Yuxi, said China ap-
preciated Gen. Musharraf’s August
14 announcement regarding gen-
eral elections.

“As a friendly neighbour of Pa-
kistan, we hope and believe that
the domestic political situation in
Pakistan could continue to be sta-
ble and Pakistan’s economy can
further develop,” Mr. Sun told PTI
in response to a question. On
Washington’s cautious reaction to
Gen. Musharraf’s latest pledge and
linking lifting of sanctions to resto-
ration of democracy in Pakistan,
Mr. Sun said the Chinese Govern-
ment’s stand on sanctions had all
along been clear.— PTI i
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China
»‘\’C\

AMID ALL the excitement build-
ing around the Vajpayee-
Musharraf summit, strategic
military cooperation between
Pakistan and China has risen to
new heights and spells an omi-
nous dimension for India’s secu-
rity.

After providing Pakistan with
nuclear weapons design and mis-
sile development technology,
including the M-11 missiles,
China has now renewed its offer
to develop a full-fledged naval
base for Islamabad at Gwadar, on
the Baluchistan coast, off the
Gulf of Oman.

The Gwadar project was con-
ceived some years ago, primarily
on account of operational con-
straints the Pakistan Navy had
faced during the 1971 war with
India.

That was because of over-con-
gestion and lack of essential
facilities at the Karachi harbour.

Moreover, the Karachi port
being within close striking dis-
tance of Indian naval bases, Pak-
istan felt an urgent need for a
separate naval base and harbour
as far away as possible from the
reach of Indian fighter aircraft
and destroyers.

After a prolonged site-selec-
tion exercise, three places were
shortlisted. These were Gwadar,
Ormara and Pasni. On the advice
of Chinege experts, Pakistan
chose Gwadar. China offered to
build the facility on a “turnkey”
and “build-operate-transfer”
(BOT) basis but work did not
progress because of acute finan-
cial constraints.

Beijing has reportedly been
impressing upon Islamabad the
need to accelerate construction
work at Gwadar.

China is also reported to have

Chandan Nandy
New Delhi, July 13

promlsed along-term soft loan to
Pakistan in aid of this crucial
Defence project. The earthwork
has reportedly been resumed
and frequent parleys between
Pakistani and Chinese experts
have been reported. Even Oman
has shown some interest-in a
stake in the Gwadar project.

After the ' Chinese Prime
Minister Zhu Rongji’s recent
visit to Pakistan, work on the
implementation of the project
appears to have gathered fresh
momentum,

Details of the Sino-Pak agree-
ment regarding the construction
of the Gwadar naval port and the
extent of its use by China have
been kept a closely-guarded
secret.

But Indian intelligence and
Defence officers have “no doubt”
at all that the Chinese Navy will
have free access to tne port’s
berthing, dry dock and other
facilities.

Analysts here recall how
China helped Myanmar build
naval facilities in Haingyi and
Coco Islands not far from
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

The use of these facilities in .

the eastern flank of the sub-con-
tinent by China and availability
of similar, if not more sophisti-
cated, facilities at Gwadar will
immensely increase China’s blue
water reach and power projec-
tion capabilities to the Indian
Ocean, the Arabian Sea and
beyond.

The reported review by the
Bush administration, focusing
on Far East and China as the
next theatre of a major war
might have influenced the
Chinese military strategists’
decision to offer Pakistan sub-
stantive help and concessions to
go ahead with the Gwadar pro-
ject.

A policeman keeps vigil from the top floor of a house in Srinagai
on Friday,

' ot i’;mbusj FETEREEITY o

cosies up ip to N—buy

AP PHOTO



4 South Asia a victim of regional hegemonism

China role vital for
peace: Musharraf

Qf,\\r’ NG

FROM RAJA ASGHAR

Islamabad, May 15 (Reuters):

“. PaKistani military ruler Pervez
Musharraf said today a Chinese
role remained vital for peace in
South Asia, which he called a “vic-
tim of regional hegemonism”.

“As a close neighbour, China
has always played a crucial and
positive role for peace and stabili-
ty of South Asia,” the official APP

- news agency quoted him as saying
in a speech at the state-funded In-
stitute of Strategic Studies.

“This role will remain vital,
specially so in the changing geo-
strategic realities,” Musharraf
said a day after Chinese Prime
Minister Zhu Rongji ended a four-
day visit to Pakistan, a traditional
ally of China.

Musharraf said the nuclear
weapons tests by India and Pak-
istan three years ago had added a
“new dimension to the perennial
tensions” that threaten regional
peace.

He said unfortunately the end
of the Cold War did not usher inan
expected era of peace. “It in fact
has led to a change in global equa-
tions leading to the emergence of

G-%

regional hegemons he was quot-
ed as saying.

“South Asia is such a victim of
regional hegemonism which cre-
ates strategic imbalance,” he said
of what Pakistan sees as attempts
by India to dominate South Asia.

He said it was in the interests
of Pakistan’s security to maintain
a regional strategic balance.

Pakistan and India have
fought three wars since their inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947,
two of them over Kashmir.

Tensions remain high between
the two countries over an 11-year-
old separatist insurgency in the
Himalayan region.

Musharraf said he fully en-
dorsed China’s advocacy of peace-
ful coexistence but, in a reference
to wars with India, added that
Pakistan’s “sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity had been threat-
ened in the past”.

“We desire peace with dignity
and honour. This cannot be done
without solving disputes that
have plagued security in South
Asia and continue to be a hin-
drance in improving the overall
environment,” he said about what
Pakistan calls the “core issue” of

at
Islamabhd calls the Kashmiri
struggle for the right to self-deter-
mination.

But that support has
been muted in recent years as
China moved to mend fences with
India.

China has traditionally been
seen as a key supporter of Pak-
istan’s nuclear and missile pro-
grammes, which Islamabad says
are aimed at securing the country
against the perceived Indian
threat.But both Islamabad and
Beijing deny their cooperation
has violated international agree-
ments governing weapons of mass
destruction or transfer of missile
technology. Musharraf said in his
speech that Pakistan-China coop-
eration “in the field of defence re-
mains strong and will continue
within the bounds of internation-
al regimes”.

Zhu Rongji will explore ways
of expanding skimpy trade levels
between China and Nepal in talks

with business officials. Zhu i is fHe
first Chinese Premier to
Nepal in 12 years.
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harraf 1ses O

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
t ISLAMABAD, May 14. - The
reported remarks by Chinese
Prime Minister Mr Zhu Rongji
that the October 1999 coup by
[ military ruler Gen Pervez
¢ Musharraf “brought stability
to Pakistan” surprised the Op-
position parties, clamouring for
an end to the military rule,
news reports said today.

The chairman of Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy, Na-
wabzada Nasurullah Khan, de-
clined to comment on Mr Zhu’s
remarks but regretted the deci-
sion of the military regime
L | which had kept politicians
. away from Mr Zhu.
? . “This attitude isn’t good.for
' the people who admire China,
the most trusted friend of the
" country,” Mr Khan said. Mr
i Zhu, during interaction with
* businessmen here on Saturday,

Mr Zhu Rongji (centre) flanked by Pakistani soldiers walks towards poet Igbal’s grave to pay tributes. In Lahore on reportedly praised Gen Mush-
Monday. — AP/PT! arraf’s 18-month rule.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy hp/l issile Defence (NMD).

ISLAMABAD, MAY 11. China tOnight
virtually endorsed the position of
Pakistan on Kashmir and said that
it backed the efforts for resolution

of the issue through ‘peacef
means’. ﬂ
Addressing a news conferehce

along with the Pakistan
ruler and the Chief Exe
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, th
ing Chinese Prime Minist
Zhu Rongji, said “‘we app
the position taken by Pakistan
calling for a peaceful settlement
of the problem”.

He was responding to a specific
query on what role China could
play in resolution of the conflict.
"It is a left over of history and a
very complicated issue. We would
spare no effort to our utmost to
support the efforts aimed at re-
solving this dispute through
peaceful means'’.

The endorsement of the Pakis-
tani position by the Chinese Gov-
ernment is bound to catch India
by surprise and could perhaps be
attributed to the perceived close-
ness between India and the Unit-
ed States on several issues
including the controversial pro-
posal unveiled by the President,

There was no reference in the
comments made by Mr. Rongji to
either the bilateral process for
resolution of the conflict or the
Lahore Declaration or the Shimla
Agreement between India and Pa-
kistan on the Kashmir question.

Of course, the Chinese Prime
Minister did make it a point to
mention that the Kashmir dispute
is a “left over of history and a very
complicated issue”. But the posi-
tion is bound to leave India un-
happy. The very fact that the
Chinese Premier deemed it nec-
essary, within hours after his ar-
rival in Islamabad, to articulate a
position on Kashmir that may not
be palatable to India is an indica-
tion of the fact that China may not
be happy with the Indian stand
on some of the developing issues,
particularly the NMD plan.

Both the leaders chose not to
respond to a specific question
shouted by a journalist on the re-
action of the Indian Government
to the plans made known by the
Bush Administration on the
NMD.

The joint press conference of
the Chinese Prime Minister and
the Pakistani military ruler got de-
layed by over an hour as the dis-
cussions between them on

matters of mutual interest to both
the countries got prolonged. In
the course of the, dialegue, both
sides signed a memorandum of
understanding on several sub-
jects mainly centered on streng-
thening of economic relations.

What struck the journalists,
who waited patiently for both the
leaders to emerge from their one-
to-one discussions, was the lavish
praise on the performance of the
military government by the visit-
ing dignitary.

Mr. Rongzi maintained that in
the perception of China, the
Musharraf regime, in the course
of last 18 months, had done a
good job and Pakistan had little to
worry on any front. He said China
was prepared to help Pakistan in
all fields.

Both sides appear to be thrilled
over the outcome of the discus-
sions. Gen. Musharraf and the
Chinese Prime Minister repeated-
ly referred to the enduring nature
of the relationship between the
two countries and said nothing
could shake the nature of their
ties.

‘Pak. least bothered’

Gen. Musharraf, addressing
presspersons, claimed that Pakis-
tan was least bothered about the

ﬁ:hina backs Pak. position on Kashmir

hike in India’s defence budget
and said his country was fully pre-
pared to defend any “aggressive

‘designs” from across the border.

“We always maintain a certain
level of deterrence that will deter
any aggression from India. We are
very confident that this level of
deterrence is maintained”, he
said.

Earlier, the Chinese Premier ar-
rived here on a four- day official
visit to a tumultuous welcome
from the military establishment
in Pakistan.

The high-level delegation led
by Mr. Rongji was received at the
military base by Gen. Musharraf,
senior Ministers and chiefs of the
Army, the Navy and the Air Force.
A 19-gun salute heralded the ar-
rival of the Prime Minister of a
country described as an ‘all-
weather friend’ of Pakistan. After
a customary call on the President,
Mr. Rafiq Tarar, Mr. Rongji was
closeted with Gen. Musharraf.

Though the visit, first by the
Chinese Premier to Pakistan in
the last five years, is essentially
meant to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between the two
countries, economic co-oper-
ation would dominate the agenda
of the high-profile visit.

THE HINDU
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/ China to help Pak|stan\/
build deep-sea port w

| By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 12. China has
promised support to Pakistan in
building an ambitious deep-sea

| portand development of a coastal
highway leading to the Iranian
border.

After substantive discussions
with the military leadership on
the first day of his stay here, the
Chinese Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu
Rongji, got down to looking at
ways to strengthen the economic
ties.

Addressing a meeting of senior
members of the Federation of Pa-
kistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Mr. Rongji said,
“China will support Gawadar
deep-sea port and coastal high-
way projects.” He put forward a
four-point proposal to achieve

closer economic bilateral ties.

Mr. Rongji told the meeting, at-
tended among others by the Pa-
kistan military leader and Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, that the Chinese Communi-
cations Minister would visit
Pakistan soon to ‘‘discuss ways
and means and to what extent we
can extend support to these pro-
jects.”

“The gracious announcement
of the Prime Minister regarding
the Gawadar port and the coastal
highway, if found feasible after
the visit of the Chinese Minister,
will form a symbol of Pakistan-
China friendship in the new mil-
lennium,” Gen. Musharraf said in
his speech.

Pakistan has carried out a feasi-
bility study of the project and has
been seeking international help

for the multi- million dollar port
which became important after the
1979-89 Soviet invasion of Af-
ghanistan. Gawadar offers an im-
portant sealane for oil traffic from
the region and would also provide
the shortest route to the Central
Asian republics.

Pakistan has started the 750-km
coastal highway from Karachi to
the Iranian border but, so far, on-
ly a 250 km-stretch has been com-
pleted.

Mr. Rongji said Beijing and Isla-
mabad should work together to
ensure a just international eco-
nomic and political order for all
developing economies to flourish
in. “The Chinese side is ready to
work together-with all countries
in South Asia including Pakistan

and contribute our due share/to
realizing this goal.” .

THE HINDU
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_ﬁu calls forl |

better tradew
ties with Pak

W oo 4

y -

Islamabad, May 12

CHINESE PRIME Minister Zhu
Rongji said on Saturday his coun-
try and Pakistan ought to step up
economic cooperation, and
praised the record of Pakistan’s
military ruler since he took
power 18 months ago.

“We are convinced that with
the joint efforts of both sides,
China-Pakistan economic coop-
eration will be surely brought to
a new high in the new century,”
Zhu told a gathering of Pakistani
businessmen.

Zhu arrived in Islamabad on
Friday and held discussions on
regional and economic matters
with General Pervez Musharraf.

The two sides signed seven
project agreements which offi-
cials say might involve about
$500 million of investment by
Chinese companies in Pakistan.

Zhu said Musharraf had also
asked for Chinese support in
developing Pakistan’s Gawadar
port and a coastal highway in
Baluchistan province.

“Last year Pakistan-China
trade hit a record high of $1.16
billion, doubling that of 10 years
ago,” he told a lunch held by the
Federation of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry.

Zhu praised Musharraf’s
record since he took power in a
bloodless coup. “Your country is
more stable and the downward
spiral of the economy has been
reversed and the people’s living
standard has also improved
somewhat,” Zhu said.

Musharraf hagbegun political L.
and economic reforms and tried
to improve the investment image _

»of Pakistan after it was badly tar-
/'nished by a row with foreign-
backed power companies.

The IMF extended a standby
loan last year to tide the country
over a balance of payments crisis
and talks are expected soon on a
longer term programme. Islam-
abad also expects fresh funding
from the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank.

Agenciey
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“‘Pak.-China ties not against any country’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy HQ’\

ISLAMABAD, MAY 13. In an unusual action, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry invited a represen-
tative of the Indian High Commission here to
the press briefing meant for the international
media and sought to emphasise that the ties
between China and Pakistan were not direct-
ed against any country.

The briefing by the Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson, Ms. Zhang Qiyue, late on
Friday night was intended to provide an ac-
count of the engagements of the visiting Chi-
nese Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji.

It could not be known if representatives of
other missions were also invited. After a brief
narration of Mr. Rongji’'s meeting with the
Pakistani President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, the spo-
kesperson left the field open for questions.

It was in the course of the question-answer

AR

session that feflowed that the spokesperson
was at pains\to emphasise on the desire of
China to maintain good relations with all the
countries. Thé first question she faced was
about the “anti- voices” from New Delhi on
defence co-operation between Islamabad
and Beijing.

The spokesperson said “the focus of the
visit of Mr. Rongji was on economic and trade
relations. Our relationship with Pakistan is
very good. It is what our Pakistani friends call
the all-weather friendship and we would like
to further enhance it.

“India is a close neighbour, and over the
years we have developed good relations with
it. We would like the ties to develop further.
Our relationship with Pakistan is not directed
against any country and we want to develop
peace relations with South Asian countries,
including India”.

Rongji calls for South Asian unity

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, MAY 13. The visiting Chinese Prime
Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, has called for
South Asian cooperation for establishment
of a new international political and
economic order.

Speaking at a banquet hosted by the
Pakistan President, Mr. Rafiq Tarar, the
Chinese premier said, “‘we are all developing
countries shouldering the historic mission of
promoting the establishment of a new
international political and economic order”.

Mr. Rongji said South Asia was an
important component of the world, boasting

as it does a vast land area of five million
square km and 1.3 billion diligent and
talented people.

He said China sincerely hoped that in the
new century, countries in South Asia would
live together in peace and amity, resolve
differences, expand regional cooperation
and realise common development.

The Chinese premier flew this morning to
Lahore. The Punjab Government had
organised a civic reception in his honour.
He is expected to spend the night there.

Mr. Rongji, who is here on his first leg of
the five- nation Asia tour, will leave for
Nepal tomorrow.

»

To a question on “continuing Indian bru-
talities in Kashmir” and the recent Indian
military exercises, the spokesperson said Chi-
na’s position on Kashmir had been consis-
tent. “We are for a peaceful resolution of the
Kashmir issue. We favour a just and reason-
able solution. We desire that all countries in
the region treat each other with respect”.

On the military exercises, Ms. Qiyue said
China had taken note of the development.
“We hope that whatever the country (Indi
is doing is good for peace and stability”. A\

The spokesperson declined to answer a
question on the Indian reaction to the Na-
tional Defence Missile programme unveiled
by the Bush administration saying it was not
in her “jurisdiction”. On Pakistan’s reaction
to the programme, she said the Pakistan chief
executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, had ex-
plained his country’s viewpoint in the course
of his discussions with Mr. Rongji and the
Chinese premier merely listened.

On the possibility of China and the U.S.
getting engaged in super-power race, she said
China was a developing country and even if it
were a developed country, it would not be a |
super or hegemonic power. “We are a peace |
loving country. We are not interested in hav- -
ing spheres of influence. We want our people
to live well”.

TO a question on India’s bid to become a
member of the United Nations Security |
Council, the spokesperson said the subject
was under discussion in the U.N. and China
had no opinion at the moment about eligible
candidates.

Asked if China expressed its concern about
the Taliban to the Pakistani leadership, Ms.
Qiyue said that Gen. Musharraf explained to
Mr. Rongji the position and policies of Pakis-

t Afghanistan.
an on gamsan(
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Karachi,

Beljing

ground fighter
plane plans .«

Istamabad, April 18

PAKISTAN AND China have
deferred their decade-long plans
to manufacture the multi-pur-
pose Super-7 futuristic war plane
following the Russian Govern-
ment’s decision not to supply the
required engine for the aircraft.

“In view of the Russian deci-
sion, both Pakistan and China
have decided to use indigenous
technology currently available
in both countries to manufacture
modern fighter planes,” Jang
said quoting reliable sources.

It said the Pak-China fighter
expected to be test flown in about
one and a half years would be fit-
ted with 'a Chinese engine,
instead of the powerful Russian
made RD-93 type of engine used
in Mig-29. There was, however,
no official comment from either
islamabad or Beijing on the
issue.

Commenting on the reports,

diplomatic sources who had ear- . -

lier revealed the Russian Gov-
ernment’s decision not to supply
the engines following pressure
from India, said China had no
matching engine at present on its
shelf. This was the reason why
the Pak-China plane project had
to bank on the Mig-29 engine
being manufactured by Mikoyan
design bureau of Russia,

They said the set back to the
plane project could have serious
consequences for Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) which was looking
for medium-tech combat aircraft
to replace its entire fleet of age-
ing F-6, F-7p, A-5 and Mirages.
PAF at present has around 350
warplanes.

The most modern combative

—

BHUTTO TO RETURN HOME
AFTER AUGUST LOCAL POLLS

EXILED FORMER Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto will not
return to lead the Opposition move-
ment against the military regime
until after local elections in August.

She was waiting for “great politi-

“cal mobilisation as well as national
and international attention,” her
party was quoted as sayingin a
daily. The two-time Prime Minister
has lived in exile in London and
Dubai since shortly before her con-
viction far corruption here in 1999,
-but she has said she will be back to
lead the Opposition

AFP, Islamabad

4

aircraft in PAF sheif continues
to be the 35 odd American made
F-16 fighter planes which it
acquired in 1983 during the
height of the Afghanistan war.
Since then Islamabad’s
reguest for 70 more F-16 has been
turned down due to Pressler
amendment in US, which effec-
tively prevented any high tech
arms sales to Pakistan. In view of
this PAF appears to have been
stranded without a modern air-
craft to match the Russian made
SU-30 being acquired by India.
The Super-7 was conceived by
the China Aero Technology
Import and Export Corporation
in 1992. Catic later invited PAF to
invest in the design development.
The project was approved by for-
mer Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto in.1995 and an MoU was
signed during deposed Nawaz
Sharif’s visit to China in 1999.
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Pak opens Chinese-built nuclear plant.>—

ISLAMABAD: Energy-starved Pakistan on
Thursday opened its newest nuclear power
plant, built with Chinese technology and
money. Heavy rains prevented army ruler
General Pervez Musharraf from opening the
325 megawatt plant at Chashma, some 225 km
southwest of Islamabad.

Inaugurated by Pakistan’s minister of
Science and Technology Atta-ur Rehman,
Chashma is Pakistan’s second nuclear power
plant. The other plant in the contharn nart city

of\ Kdrachi was built in the early 1970s using
C4qnadian-built nuclear reactors.
hashma, which has the capacity for another
megawatts of power, was built by seven
ese companies and institutes which pro-
viddd the design, construction, manufacture of
supply of equipment. Attending the opening
was China’s minister for science, technology
and national defense Liu Jibin.

Mr Musharraf on Wednesday lauded the
Chinese assistance as “yet another manifesta-

tion of close friendship and cooperation that
exists between the two countries.”

Mr Liu delivered a letter from Chinese Prime
Minister Zhu Rongji, describing the project as
a “symbol of traditional friendly relations.”

The U.S. had earlier accused China of send-
ing Pakistan nuclear-related equipment that
could also be used to build nuclear weapons.

But both countries said the-only equipment
being sent to Pakista s for the Chashma
plant. (Agencies)
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airpor. 9 Lug,
handlers the 1y.

They have been 1n custody since
being arrested on October 27 last
year. Justice Dohm, however, dis-
missed on Wednesday the prosecu-
tion concern that if released, the
accused might flee to Pakistan
using false passports or by obtain-
ing pasgports from other countries,
accopding to The Vancouver Sun
spaper. (P

acquire Chinesé yv
warship, build 3 ~\\

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistapi
Navy, in a $630 million modernisi-
tion plan, is to acquire a frontline
Chinese warship and build three
others indigenously under technol-
ogy transfer, according to Chief of
Naval Staff Admiral Abdul Aziz
Mirza.

Declaring that the process of
acquisition of the four warships

decade, Admiral Aziz said that pro-
curement of warships from China
would be cost-effective in compari-
son with the purchase of ships from
other western countries.

The Pakistan naval chief was
quoted by The News as saying that
the induction of Chinese warships

/was part of moves by the navy to

1 phase out the British built destroy-

ers in a phased manner in the next
ten years. Admiral Aziz, the paper
said also hinted at moves to devel-
op Gawadar Port on the Makran
coast in Baluchistan as an alterna-
tive to the country’s main seaport
Karachi, which he said was vulner-
able to Indian warships.

Admiral Aziz said that building
of an alternative seaport was also a
must keeping in view plans to lay
gas pipelines from Central Asian
states via Afghanistan. He also said
that Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar had shown interest in acqui-
sition of French built Agosta sub-
marines from Pakistan.

He also said that Pakistan would
soon acquire a survey ship at a cost

of $70 to 75 million. 7

Pakistani Navy to 0 \A

would be completed by the next -
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