/A new twist to the Karmapa Story

SARIKAH ATREYA L) v\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GANGTOK, Nov. 9. — A third
claimant to the Karmapa title
has emerged from Sikkim.
Dawa Sangpo Dorji, a 23-year-
old monk, says he is the “true”
incarnate of the 16th Gyalwa
Karmapa of the Karma-Kagyu
lineage.

Born in Mangan, North Sik-

kim, Dorji had made a feeble
attempt to come into the lime-
light in January after the arriv-
al of Urgyen Thinley Dorji, rec-
ognised by the Dalai Lama as
the 17th Gyalwa Karmapa in
India. He had then challenged
Urgyen Thinley Dorji and an-
other claimant, Thinley Thaye
Dorii, to prove their credentials
for the Karmapa title.

Thinley Thaye Dorji has the
support of Shamar Rinpoche,

one of the four regents of the
Rumtek monastery near Gang-
tok. Dawa Sangpe Dorji says
he was recognised by Jamyang
Kongtrul Rinpoche, another
Rumtek regent. The Rinpoche
was killed in a car accident in
1992. Sangpo Dorji alleges it
was part of a plot to dismiss his
claim. Sangpo Dorji had also
tried to storm into the Rumtek
monastery in 1998. But he was
not allowed to enter it. -

The Karmapa's seat at the
Rumtek Dharma Chakra Cen-
tre, the headquarters of the
Karma Kagyu lineage since
1959, has remained vacant
since 1981 after the 16th Gwal-
wa Karmapa’s death. Since then
religious leaders are divided
over the next Karmapa issue.

THIKD CLAIMANT TGTHE TITLE EMERGES

In January 2000, Sangpo Dor-
ji held a low-key press confer-
ence in which he asked Urgyen
Thinley Dorji and Thinley Dor-
ji to prove their worth. He also
tried to meet the Dalai Lama a
couple of times, but was denied
permission.

According to him, no one was
paying attention to him because
there was a strong lobby behind
Urgyen Thinley Dorji and he
(Sangpo Dorji) comes from a
poor family with no backing of
prominent religious leaders.

After lying low for nearly a
year, Sangpo Dorji is once
again staking his claim. He
now has reportedly the backing
of an organisation called the
“central committee for His Ho-
liness the 17th Gwalwa Kar-

mapa”. In September 2001, a
statement issued by the com-
mittee had said all the three
candidates for the Karmapa ti-
tle should be brought to Sikkim
and the state government and
the Centre should ensure that
they undergo some sort of phys-
ical and spiritual test, detailed
examination, including forensic
tests, to prove that their claims
are legitimate.

In an effort to capitalise on the
Dalai Lama’s recent visit to Sil-
iguri, Sangpo Dorji has ence
again raised the issue, asking
His Holiness to end the “crisis”

Whatever the case may be,
Sangpo Dorji’s entry into the
fight for the Karmapa title has
further added fuel to the on-go-
ing controversy. Buddhists in
the state are depending on
prayers and divine interference
for an early end to the matter.
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“Use of force cannot curb terrorism’

HT Correspondent \ L
Kolkata, September 17

THE DALAI Lama has urged US
Persident George W Bush not
to use force on the terrorists
responsible for Tuesday’s
attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon.

The Tibetan spiritual leader,
who reached Kolkata this morn-
ing for a three-day visit, said he
had wrote the US President that
use of force was not the answer
to the “complicated” problem
and suggested that only a non-
violent method could bring a
lasting solution to the problem
of terrorism.

The Dalai Lama told reporters
that the “shocking, sad and hor-
rific” terrorist attack in the US
was the culmination of many
factors, including colonialism
and exploitation of natural
resources by developed coun-
tries and the widening gap
between the rich and the poor.

“The 19th and 20th centuries
witnessed a lot of exploitation
and the rise of imperialism and
communism and they did not
help bridge the gap. Years of
negligence and indifference may
be the causes for the growing ter-
rorism,” he felt.

The Dalai Lama said it was
very difficult to stop terrorism
by eliminating some people,
involved in the acts of ruthless
destruction and things became
more difficult when the enemies
were “invisible”.

“I think that violence is of no
use to defeat terrorism and it
needs a wetl-thought-out coordi-
nated long-term strategy.”

The Dalai Lama said though
the basis of all religions was tol-

- .

SUBHENDU GHOSH/HINDUSTAN TIMES
The Dalai Lama digs into a plate of chowmein at Choubhaga Chinese Temple in Kolkata on Monday after a holding a special prayer meting for the
victims of the terror attacks in the US.

erance, but the religious divide any act of destruction in the ed interests,” he added. per cent of Americans feel that
had of late been dangerous to name of Islam. “This is not reli- The whole of America is the country should hunt/down
the society. gion. Some people are using reli-  burning with cries of revenge. the masterminds behjdd the

He criticised the killings or  gion as a cover to fulfil their vest-  Polls reveal that as many as 80  attack.

FIRST PERSON ACCOUNT —
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Dalai Lama calls forg
middle-path approac
to Kashmir tangle ¢,

Times News Network
CHENNAIL Dialogues with a positive approach,
7 value for human life and following
a middle path could help find a
solution to the violence in Jammu

§ and Kashmir.

Participating in the South Asia
Peace Conference, various reli-

gious leaders have stressed on this

d aspect, while condemning the |

Doda killings on Friday night. :

i Appreciating the dialogues
Dalailama  prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee had with the Pakistan President Parvez
Musharraf, Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama said
that though no solution has been reached, it would be

useful in the long run, as it would gpread the e:gage

of humanity. N

He said that the people of his homeland had decid-
ed on a middle-path approach with the Chinepe gov-
ernment. He said that when such talks are Reld —
whether it is the Kashmir issue or any othdr such
issues — it was important that the wishes of the peo-
ple of the place is known before the dialogue. It is also
important that representation of these people are
included to participate in such dialogues.

As the wishes of one side alone cannot be fulfilled,
the Tibetans have decided to take the non-violent
middle-path approach. Similarly, he would suggest the
middie-path approach for Kashmir.

“Though I have no association with the Kashmir
issue, yet I feel that it is my moral duty to comment on
it. I feel that it (middle-path approach) should not be
ignored without a try,” he said.

Human values and religious harmony are the
important matters to maintain peace in a society.
Millions of people have benefited from this earlier,
millions are benefiting from this now and millions
would benefit later. Religious beliefs are “individual
business” and it has nothing to do with society. Whi
religion and tradition lends variety to society, t
a common ground where everyone sh
together, and that is human values.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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-China to quadruple
subsidies to Tibet

Beijing, Juys YA\
CHINA PLANS a massive
increase in state subsidies to
Tibet over the next five years to
boost the economy of the
Himalayan region and maintain
social stability, state media said
on Tuesday.

The announcement followed a
special meeting of the Commu-
nist Party Central Committee
and the Cabinet last week, when
Chinese leaders unveiled a devel-
opment blueprint to draw the
barren but resource-rich region
into the mainstream Chinese
economy. i

The central government would
invest 31.2 billion yuan ($3.8 bil-
lion) in 117 projects covering
agriculture, infrastructure, tech-
nology, education and the envi-
ronment, the official Xinhua
news agency reported. It gave no
details.

Other regions of China would
spend a further 1.06 billion yuan
on projects in the region, it said.

The investment plan dwarfs
that of the last five years, when
subsidies to Tibet totalled just
8.02 billion yuan, and reflects
concerns about a growing dis-
parity in wealth between China’s
eastern coastal regions and the
impoverished west.

But Tibet activists say Beijing
is also trying to strengthen its
grip on the region by luring Chi-

nese labourers {%on infra-

structure projects such as a high-
altitude railway linking the
Tibetan capital Lhasa to the rest
of China,

President Jiang Zemin told
last week’s conclave. the fourth
such meeting on Tibet since the
Communist government took
control of it in 1950, “the fate of
Tibet and the Tibetan people is
and will continue to be tightly
linked with the motherland and
the whole Chinese nation”, Xin-
hua said.

“We will continue to pay atten-
tion to two major issues in
Tibet—economic development
and social stability,” he said. y

Jiang said that the develop-
ment, stability and safety of
Tibet were of “extreme impor-
tance” for China.

China has invested 50 billion
yuan in Tibet in five decades of
Communist rule.

But Tibet’s exiled spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama. and his
supporters say the investment
has merely attracted a flood of
ethnic Han Chinese immigrants
while doing little to benefit ordi-
nary Tibetans.

“They clearly hope that invest-
ment in those areas will provide
the mechanisms to consolidate
their political power,” said Ali-
son Reynolds, director of the

London-based  Free  Tibet
Campaign. The Guardian
/
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3rd Karmapa attacks Dalsi 1

B AsirJory AR\ \ r)/a)% ,

Chandigarh, June 28: Dawa Tsangpo Dorje, a 25-
year-old Sikkimese monk who laid claim to being
[ the 17th reincarnation of Gwyala Karmapa or the
spiritual head of the Tibetan Kagyu sect as early as
in 1991 and is one among three claimants, has
sought India’s intervention to resolve the succes-
sion tangle.

Speaking in  barely
Hindustani, Dawa Tsangpo con-
tended that the Dalai Lama —
who has extended his patronage
to the rival Karmapa, Orgyen Trinley Dotje from
Tibet -— was not capable of settling the succession
issue because “he (Dalai Lama) is very easily influ-
enced by the power of big money.”

Alleging that “the Dalai Lama is biased towards
Tibetans and would nevér agree to recognise a poor
Sikkimese boy like me as the Karmapa,” Dawa
Tsangpo charged the Dalai Lama, Trinley Dorje’s

intelligible,  broken

SPOTLIGHTY

politicians like Nar Bahadur Bhandari of “conspir-
ing to enthrone Trinley Dorje as the 17th Karmapa
and to lay their hands of the untold wealth and.
assets of the Kagyu sect.”

He also charged that “Situ Rimpoche is hand-in-
glove with the Chinese and part of a larger con-
spiracy to emerge as the political head of a more
autonomous Tibet in exchange for parting with
control over Kagyu assets” Dawa Tsangpo
explained that this would become possible because
no further reincarnations of the
Dalai Lama had been ordained..
Born to Sikkimese labourer par-
ents, Dawa Tsangpo claims to have been recog-
nised in December 1991 as the 17th reincarnate by
Zamyang Kangturl Rimpoche, who handled the
affairs of Sikkim’s Rumtek monastery when it was
home to the 16th Karmapa. “Fully convinced of my
claim, he assured me that he would communicate

‘the facts of my birth to the Dalai Lama. However

# Turn to Page 2

he was assassinated while on his way to Dharam-
mentor Situ Rimpoche and certain Sikkimese

PTTYTIYy -

3rd Karmapa on Dalai

M Continued from Page 1 N { %
-sala.”” Expressing his displeasure over the “pditicking bems f the
huge Kagyu wealth,” Dawa Tsangpo said he wished to give awayall the
money among the poor people of India and Tibet. “I personally have no
desire to possess any of the money,” he said. “I will continue to be the
Karmapa whether 1 live in a small, poor hut or within a grand Gompa.

“However. it is my desire to convince the people at large about the
authenticity of my claim.” :

Dawa Tsangpo lamented the fact that “men like the Dalai Lama can be
so brazenly partisan in exclusively favouring Buddhists of Tibetan
decent.” Narrating how he was deliberately excluded because he is
Sikkimese, he said. “[ tried to go and see the Dalai Lama during his
Kaalchakra in 1992, but his associates and the men surrounding him
ensured that [ was never given a chance to get riear him. There was sim-
ply no question of getting an audience.”

He challenged both Orgyen Trintey Dorje and Thaye Trinley Dorje —
the two rival claimants to being the 17th Karmapa — to an open, public
discourse “where the people and the dharam shashtris will have an equal
opportunity to apply their minds and decide who the real Karmapa is.” It
15 for this kind of a joint discourse that Dawa Tsangpo wants the direct
intervention of Union home minister L.K. Advani.
~However, pending such an intervention, the 25-year-old meonk is
patiently awaiting the day he turns 35. According the divine prophecy of
his own lucid dreams, Dawa Tsangpo Dorje will enter the Rumtck
Monastery and reciaim the Kagyu Crown or priceless black hat, which is
woven from the hair of z?éusand celestial maidens and is valued at

some $30 million.




Beijing

for modern Tibe

Vi i
Shanghai, May 18 + -1l

CHINA HAS embarked on a vig-
orous campaign to publicise its
vision of a modern Tibet, under
the guidance of Beijing that will
embrace tower blocks and apart-
ment buildings, private enter-
prise and tourism.

The urban district of Lhasa,
the ancient Tibetan capital, will
expand by 50% in the next 15
years, its head of planning,
Danba Qoida, was quoted as say-
ing by the official Chinese news
agency yesterday. The new Lhasa
would be “dotted with towering
buildings and dwelling houses in
a distinct Tibetan stvle”,
although building heights around
the Potala palace and main
monasteries would be restricted.

Next week will be the 50th
anniversary of the “17-point
Agreement” signed between Bei-
jing and the Government in
Lhasa on May 23 1951 after the
Chinese army occupied Tibet.

In a news report yesterday, the
official People's Daily website
described how “girls dressed in
fashionable styles, Lamas wear-

‘mg cassocks and foreigners-with,

7 travelling bags” rub shoul:

blueprint

¢~ for Dalai ‘spies’

|

ders in LLhasa. This contrasted
with the past when “there were
no pavements in Tibet, only
rough roads running parallel to
slots emitting a bad odour”.

The advertising sector in
Tibet, said another recent report,
has taken off, with 12m Yuan
(£1m) worth of business last year.

But Beijing acknowledges that
living standards for most of the
2.6m ethnic Tibetans still lag
behind the rest of China, with
the per capita income of Tibet’s
“farmers and herdsmen” only
half the national average.

The solution, say Chinese offi-
cials, is to promote a market
economy. which will allow pri-
vate enterprisel to become “the
most dynamic factor in Tibet”.

They urge the Tibetans to take
up “simple forms of private
enterprise”, such as cottage
industries and services for
tourists, following the example of
ethnic Chinese migrant entre-
preneurs.

In spite of restrictions on for-
eign tourists seeking to visit
Tibet independently, Tibet is
forecast to become one “of the
world hot spots of tourism”.

The Guardian

China sentence

CHINA TODAY claimed that it
had crushed a plot in Tibet and
sentenced one of the two ‘spies’
of the Dalai Lama’'s “clique” who
were sent last vear to carry out
self-immolation to attract world
attention towards the Tibet
issue.

“The exiled separatist group’s
conspiracy to create a self-immo-
lation incident in the Tibet
region has been completely -
crushed,” the official Xinhua
news ageney reported  on
Friday

According to the report, on
July 25, 2000, Tugyi and Cengdan
Gyaco, both ‘spies’ of the Dalai
*clique”, crossed the Sino-
Nepalese border.

On orders of the “security
ministry” of the Dalai cligue,
Cengdan Gyaco was to set him-
self on fire on the square of the
Johkang monastery in Lhasa,
the regional capital, while Tugyi
would videotape the whole
process before sending the film
to the UNHRC.

After the two ‘spies’ sneaked
into Xigaze prefecture, Cengdan
Gyaco was soon captured by local
police. But Tugyi fled and went
into hiding. However, he was
caught on May 5, this year, the
report said.

PTI, Beijing

/
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Unprecedented reception
for Dalai Lama in U. S

angers Chinese govt."! (¢ §

The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON If diplomatic dis-
3 tress is manifested
! in  aneurysms,
there were plenty
| of blood vessels
popping in Bei-
jing this week, as
Tibetan spiritual
leader Dalai
Lama — China’s
bugbear on the

Dalailama  world stage —
strode into Washington and was
greeted in unprecedented style by
the Bush administration.

The Dalai Lama is a frequent fly-
er to the US, but his receptions in
Washington have always been cir-
cumspect, with previous administra-
tions taking care not to offend Bei-
jing by being too effusive. But amid
the current frazzled relationship
with China, President Bush did his
own thing by directly receiving the
Tibetan leader to the White House
instead of going through the usual
protocol sham of “dropping-in” on
meetings with other senior officials.

China’s discomfort must have
been further compounded with the
Dalai Lama going straight from the
White House to the residence of the
Indian Ambassador Lalit Mans-
ingh, for what was described as a
private lunch. Among the private
guests at the private lunch were
Paula Dobriansky, the newly ap-
pointed special coordinator for Ti-
bet, her predecessor Julie Taft, and
co-chairman of the India Caucus,
Congressman Jim McDermott.

But it was the White House meet-
ing, coming coincidentally on the
50th anniversary of China’s annexa-
tion of Tibet, that was the cynosure
of all eyes. Mr Bush, along with his
National Security Advisor Con-
doleeza Rice, hosted the Dalai
Lama at the Yellow Oval Room in

iy

the White House residen¢g and
backed the Tibetan leader’s §ight to
preserve the ethnic, cultural dnd re-
ligious identity of his people. | .

The White House later relehsed a
statement saying, among other
things, “The President said he
would seek ways to encourage dia-
logue and expressed his hope that
the Chinese government would re-
spond favourably.”

Predictably, the episode outraged
China, which considers Tibet its in-
ternal affair. It responded by calling
in the US envoy in Beijing and
lodging a strong protest. The Dalai
Lama is considered by many as a
master tactician and the Tibet lobby
in the US is well-heeled and well-
connected, but the ongoing visit of
its leader has been among the most
intriguing in recent years.

The responses of the Bush ad-
ministrations, including its decision
to allow Taiwan President Chen
Shui- bian to visit the US at the
same time, in the face of Chinese
protests, has indicated that unlike
previous governments, the Bush
dispensation will not back off from
looking China in the eye.

“The president continues to be-
lieve that we can work with China
on issues where we have an agree-
ment such as trade,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said later.
“There will be other areas such as
human rights and religious persecu-
tion where the US and China will
differ and the president will not
hesitate to discuss those issues in an
effort to ameliorate them.”

If at all there was any note of con-
ciliation, it came from the Dalai
Lama, who told reporters outside
the White House that he had asked
President Bush “whenever he had
the opportunity to meet Chinese

leaders, to assure the Chinese gov-
ernment that I am pefseeking inde-
pendence.”



haramsala: More than

50 years ago, Tibet was

occupied by China. More

than 40 years ago, in
1959, thousands of Tibetans
began their life in exile after sup-
pression of a national uprising
against the occupation. Three
generations of Tibetans have
lived through this darkest period
of our * history, undergoing
tremendous hardship and suffer-
ing. Yet the Tibetan issue is still
very much alive.

Whether the Chinese govern-
ment admits it or not, the world is
well aware of the grave problems
inside Tibet. Besides being a
constant source of international
embarrassment to China, the
Tibetan problem is harmful and
detrimental to the stability and
unity of the People’s Republic of
China.

The Chinese government con-
tinues to whitewash the sad situ-
ation in Tibet through propagan-
da. If conditions inside Tibet are
as the Chinese authorities portray
them to be, why do they not have
the courage to allow visitors into
Tibet  without restrictions?
Instead of attempting to hide
things as “state secrets,” why do
they not have the courage to
show the truth to the outside
world? And why are there so
many security forces and prisons
in Tibet?

I have always said that if most
Tibetans in Tibet were truly sat-
isfied with their state of affairs I
would have no reason, no justifi-

cation and no desire to raise my ;
voice against the situation in :
Tibet. Sadly, whenever Tibetans :

speak up, instead of being lis- i
tened to, they are arrested, }
imprisoned and labelled
counter revolutionaries.

dom to speak the truth.
If the Tibetans are truly happy,

the Chinese authorities should :
have no difficulty in holding a !
plebiscite in -Tibet. Ultimately :
the Tibetan people must be able |
to decide the future of Tibet. I i
would wholeheartedly support

the result of such a referendum.

old a p
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By THE DALAl LAMA

as i
They i
have no opportunity and no free- :

The Tibetan struggle is not i
about my personal position or
well-being but about the free- :
dom, basic rights and cultural :

i preservation of  six

tion of the Tibetan environment.

In 1992 I stated clearly that when i
¢ we return to Tibet with a certain
i degree of freedom I will not hold i
any position in the Tibetan gov- !
ernment. 1 have always believed :
that Tibet should follow a secular }

and democratic system of gover-
nance.

But I do consider it my moral
i obligation to the six

million

million
Tibetans, as well as the protec- :

Tibetans to continue taking up
the Tibetan issue with the Chi-
nese leadership and acting as the §
free spokesman of Tibet until a ;
solution is reached. The trust
placed in me by the Tibetan peo-
i pleincreases my sense of respon-
sibility.

uccessive leaders of the
SPeop]c’s Republic of China,

from Mao Zedong and Zhou
Enlai to Deng Xiaoping and Hu
! Yaobang, have  repeatedly
i acknowledged the “special case”
of Tibet’s status. The 17-point
i agreement of 1951 between the !

The Tibetan struggle
is not about my person-
al position or well-
being but about the
freedom, basic rights
and cultural preserva-
tion of six million
Tibetans, as well as the
protection of the
Tibetan environment.
In 1992 I stated clearly
that when we return to
Tibet with a certain
degree of freedom I will
not hold any position
in the Tibetan govern-
ment. I have always
believed that Tibet
should follow a secular
and democratic system
of governance. But I do
consider it my moral
obligation to the six
million Tibetans to
continue taking up the
Tibetan issue with the
Chinese leadership...

Tibetans and the Chinese,
embodying the original spirit and
concept of “one country and two
systems,” is the best proof of this
recognition. No other province or
part of the People’s Republic of
China has any such agreement
with Beijing. The Chinese gov-
ernment promised to respect the
“unique nature” of Tibet.
Despite these assurances, for
the most part Chinese policy in
Tibet has been misguided by a
deep sense of insecurity, distrust,
suspicion and arrogance, and by
a glaring lack of understanding,
appreciation and respect for

THE ASIAN AG:
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Tibet’

Tibet's distinct culture, history
and identity. What is “unique”
today about Tibet is that it is the
poorest and most oppressed area,
where policies implemented by
ultra-leftist elements are still
active, even though their influ-
ence has long been diminishing
in China proper.

My position regarding the
Tibetan freedom struggle has
been to seek genuine autonomy
for the Tibetan people. I believe
that a resolution of the Tibetan
issue along the lines of my
approach will bring satisfaction
to the Tibetan people and greatly
contribute to stability and unity
in the People’s Republic of
China.

ast July, my elder brother,
Gyalo Thondup, once more

made a personal visit to Bei-
jing and brought back a message
from the United Front Depart-
ment reiterating the well-known
position of the leadership in Bei-
jing on relations with me. So far
the Chinese government is refus-
ing to accept my delegation in
spite of the fact that between
1979 and 1985, the Chinese gov-
ernment had accepted six
Tibetan delegations from exile.
Yet now it is stalling on accep-
tance of a Tibetan delegation.
This is a clear indication of a
hardening attitude in Beijing and
a lack of political will to resolve
the Tibetan problem.

Patience, courage and determi-
nation are essential for us
Tibetans in a situation of such
challenge and of fundamental
importance. I firmly believe that
there will be an opportunity in
the future to seriously discuss the
Tibetan issue and face the reality,
because there is no other choice
either for China or for us.

This article was part of a state-
ment the Dalai Lama made this
year marking the 42nd anniver-
savy of the Tibetan uprising
agninst Chinese occupation
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Anil K Joseph
Beijing, May 10

CHINA TODAY warned Wash-
ington not to damage bilateral
ties by meeting officially or
unofficially with the visiting
exiled Tibetan Spiritual leader,
the Dalai Lama.

“The US should not arrange
any formal or informal meet-
ing with the Dalai Lama by
American leaders and Govern-
ment personnel,” Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman Sun
Yuxi said.

Sun said China has lodged
strong protests with the US
administration over Washing-
ton allowing the Dalai to visit
the US. “We have all along
opposed US permission for
Dalai Lama’s activities in
America,” Sun said when
asked to comment on the
Tibetan leader’s three-week
visit and planned meetings
with US officials in Washing-
ton. The Dalai Lama is in the
US at a sensitive time in Sino-
US relations, following the
April spy plane incident and
the announcement of a major
US arms sale to Taiwan.

The on-going visit of the
Dalai Lama is his first since
George W Bush took office as
US President earlier this year.

While it is not clear whether
Bush would meet with the
Dalai Lama the Chinese leader-
ship, diplomatic sources here
did not rule out such a meeting.

While asking Washington to
adhere to its commit-
ment recognising tibet as part
of China, Sun demanded that

the Bush administration
should not support ‘Tibet Inde-
pendence.’

Meanwhile, in a move that

THWE HINDUST

PLANE RETURN MAY
SPARK PEOPLE’S PROTEST

THE CHINESE Government fears
a strong reaction from its people
if it allows a damaged US spy
plane to leave Hainan island
wherae it landed after it collided
with a Chinese fighter on April 3,
The New York Times said on

. Thursday. “if we allow such a mil-
itary plane; which had a mission
of spying on China, to be flown
back out of China, that will fur-
ther hurt the dignity and senti-
ments of the Chinese psople,”
Chinese deputy foreign minister
Li Zhaoxing told the daily.

AFP, Beljing

could further strain Sino-US
relations, a resolution has been
introduced in the US Congress
seeking an active American
policy to support Tibetan
leader, the Dalai Lama’s, partic-
ipation in the UN meetings,
promotion of dialogue between
China and the spiritual leader
on Tibet’s future and establish-
ment of an American mission
office in Lhasa, capital of
Tibet.

The resolution, co-sponsored
by both the Democrats and
Republicans, also seeks to pro-
tect Tibetan cultural and reli-
gious autonomy  Dbesides
encouraging dialogue between
China and the Dalai Lama.

“The President and the Sec-
-retary of State should initiate
steps to encourage China to
enter into negotiations with the
Dalai Lama or his representa-
tives on the question of Tibet
and the cultural and religious
autonomy of the Tibetan peo-
ple,” theresolution says. PTI
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WASHINGTON, MAY 7. At a time when there is the free
Washington’s relations with Beijing, the Re-
publitan Administration is facing yet another chal-
lenge in the three-week visit of the Dalai Lama.
Starting Monday and through May 28, the Tibetian
religious leader will be visiting six cities.

The Dalai Lama will be travelling to Minneapolis,
Salt Lake City, Portland, San Jose, Madison, Los
Angeles and the District of Colombia. On May 24,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

he will be deliver the commencement address to
graduates of the Schoot of Advanced International
Studies of the Johns Hopkins University in the Dis-
trict of Colombia.

The Dalai Lama travels to the United States regu-
larly and as has always been the case, the interest is
on his scheduling agenda in Washington which in-
variably has the White House component. Official
level meetings have been arranged for the Dalai
L.ama and he has a constituency on Capitol Hill that
includes the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Mr. Jesse Helms.

In the present instance there are reports that the
Dalai Lama will meet the Vice-President, Mr. Ri-
chard Cheney. In the last two Clinton administra-
tions anytime the Dalai Lama has had a meeting
with the Vice-President, the President has “‘drop-
ped” by. And the expectation is that the present
Republican President will be doing the same. It wil
be Mr. George Bush’s first encounter with the Dalai
Lama.

Dropping into the meeting between the Dalai
fama and Mr. Cheney is by itself not as critical as
what Mr. Bush is going to say to the religious leader
and in general remarks later. Tibet is one of the
main topics of interest to the Republican conserva-
tives -— with valuable inputs from their Democratic
colleagues — who constantly use this issue to ham-
mer China on human rights.

If anything the tone and tenor of the Conserva-
tive Right will be more strident given what has been
taking place in the U.S.-China relations over the
last six weeks. And the right wing has been seething
in anger that theU/nitedrStates was voted out of the

7 U.S. faces another challenge
+as Dalai Lama begins visit

Human Rights Commission with the firm convic-
tion that China was one of those nations actively
involved in the campaign to oust the United States.

The Dalai Lama’s visit to the United States is
taking place at a critical juncture in bilateral rela-
tions and the onus is on Washington to ensure that
the present downtrend is not further aggravated by
any remarks of the Bush Administration on Tibet.
The Dalai Lamna will be utilising the visit to promote
his campaign ““on a process of peaceful negotia-
tions with the Chinese leadership as a means to
resolve the problem of Tibet”, says an agency re-
port quoting officials of the Tibet Office in New
York.

The Bush Administration’s China policy has been
meriting a lot of critical attention in the media and
elsewhere with many scholars and experts ques-
tioning the utility of a hardline approach from a
longer term national interests perspective. The Re-
publican Administration came into office making
no bones of the fact that it regarded China not as a
strategic partner but as a strategic competitor.

Starting with the April 1 collision over the South
China Seas involving a Chinese fighter plane and
an American surveillance aircraft, the rhetoric on
both sides has been sharp. The Administration’s
unrelenting stance on the National Defence Missile
system aside, Washington took a high profile anti-
China attitude at the Human Rights Commission in
Geneva;, and the Bush Administration went
through with an arms package for Taiwan even if it
did not have the Aegis component. And the Presi-
dent had some plain words on Taiwan and Amer-
ican policy.

The EP-3E Aries Il surveillance plane is still in
Hainan Island with the U.S. and China taking up
the issue of its return at a meeting of the bilateral
Maritime Commission, the date for which has not
been announced. The technical experts of Lock-
heed Martin who examined the EP-3E have briefed
military officials. The word is that the technicians
believe that the plane can be repaired and flown
out of Hainan Island, But apparently the Chinese
are against this.
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/Dalai Lama I%RV() seek g(;\ﬁal
support on Bamhiyan destruction

Our Kolkata Bureau (\
KOLKATA 9 APRIL

DALAI LAMA, the Tibetan spiritu-
al leader and head of the Tibetan
government in exile, will wait for
i “good sense to prevail on the
* Talibans” and will not seek inter-
national support on the issue of
Taliban attack on the Bamiyan

Buddha statues in Afghanistan.
Dalai Lama, who came to the
city on Monday on his way to
Delhi from Taiwan, condemned
the Taliban act and said, “It was
very sad as one of the greatest
monuments of the world could

not be protected.”

_On being questioned, if he
would seek international support
in this regard he replied: “No! We
do not support counter-violence or
harassment of Muslims anywhere
in the world.” The Tibetan spiritu-
al head expressed “satisfaction”
over India’s treatment of the
young monk, Urgen Thinley
Dorjee, one of the claimants to
17th Karmapa, who fled Tibet and
reached Dharamsala on January 5,
2000.

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE: The Dai Lama at Dum Dum

Airport on Monday. — ET Photo

“The Government of India has
allowed him to remain in this
country with freedom. That’s com-
mendable. Now we would like
him to go to Rumtek monastery in
Sikkim. We know it will take some
time,” he said.

Dispelling fears of a tussle over

the 17th Karmapa issue, the Dalai -

Lama said such a situation had
occurred in the past and was
resolved amicably. “During the
sixth Dalaj Lama’s tenure 300
years ago, the seventh

Karmgpa
was accorded recognition follow
ing a similar controversy.

/
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Dalai Lama L

earns millions 1)

on Taiwan trip,
VA

Taipei

TIBET'S EXILED spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama, has
made $ (Taiwan) 16.3 million
from his trip to Taiwan, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The money was from tickets
sold for his six-day Buddhism

teaching and initiation and-

donations by followers, the
/Buddhist Association said.

The Dalai Lama, who is

{ scheduled to leave here on Mon-

day, donated $ 150,000 to the vic-

tims of a devastating earth-

quake in 1999 that left 2,400 peo-

ple dead in the central part of
the island. The Nobel laureate
made $ 18.9 million during his
last visit to Taiwan in 1997.

The Dalai Lama on Sunday
met Taiwan’s “Mother Teresa” !
as he wrapped up the nine-day
religious trip to the island.

The Dalai Lama, who arrived
here on March 29 met 64-year
old Master Cheng Yen at the
Tzu Chi Buddhist hospital at
Talin, in the central Chang Hua
county.

Master Cheng Yen, who
became a nun at the age of 26,
took the time to explain to her
visitor why she had devoted her
life to charity work such as
building hospitals and care
centres for the elderly, accord-
ing to local television reports.

Tzu Chi, the single biggest
religious group here, has mil-
lions of followers in Taiwan.

Master Chen’s Buddhist
groups have built temporary
homes for quake and flood vie-
tims here and abroad, from
Africa, Latin America to
China.

Earlier in the day the Dalai
Lama addressed a huge gather-
ing at Changhua stadium as the
¢tountry observed Buddha’s
birthday. *

The Dalai Lama appealed for
understanding between differ-
ent religions. “People from dif-
ferent religions must respect
each other and even share their
experiences,” the Dalai Lama,
said through an interpreter.

in his second meeting with |
president Chen Shui-bian on
Saturday, the Dalai Lama rec-
ommended that Taiwan open
its domestic labour market to
exiled Tibetans.

AFP
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wan President Chen Shui-Bian, two of the
men most reviled by China, met on Thurs-
day with the Tibetan spiritual leader pre-
dicting the mainland would become more
open and democratic.

The Dalai Lama told Mr Chen during
their one-hour meeting that he “sees global
change — more openness, democracy and
‘respect for human rights,” his spokesman
said. “China is a part of this world and can-
not escape this global change,” the Dalai
Lama was quoted as saying. “Sooner of
later there will be changes in China.”

“His Holiness feels optimistic in the long

T oo
F A W S I
v - Lok

g

elsang Gyaltsen said.

During their meeting, the Dalai Lama pre-
sented President Chen\with a hada, or tradi-
tional Tibetan white schrf. In return, Mr
Chen gave the bespectacled, saffron-robed
monk a copy of his biography “Taiwan’s
Son” and a wooden Buddhist statue.

The Dalai Lama has denied he wants inde-
pendence for his Himalayan homeland and
Mr Chen has mellowed his separatist stand,
but Beijing remains unconvinced.

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate has been
accused by Beijing of making a politically
motivated trip to Taiwan, but he has tried
to play down its significance and said his 10-

TOKEN OF LOVE: Taiwan President Chen Shui-Bian‘(right) offers a copy of his book Son of Taiwan to the
Dalai Lama in the Taipei presidential office on Thursday. (Reuters)
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DALAI FORESEES OPEN CHINA

Meets Taiwan President, says open world will Chd?@@ China

Taipei, April 5: The Dalai Lama and Tai- <h/?yfun, his spokesma

day visit was purely spiritual.

His arrival a week ago inflamed political
and religious passions on the island of 23
million, with advocates and opponents of
Taiwan’s independence from China taking
to the streets.

Beijing has ruled Tibet with an iron fist
since 1950 and claimed sovereignty over
Taiwan since the end of the Chinese civil
war in 1949. China’s Communist rulers
have threatened to attack Taiwan if the
island declares independence.

The Dalai Lama fled to India in 1959 after
an abortive uprising against Chinese rule.
(Reuters)

Lee may visit
Japan early
next month

Tokyo, April 5: Former Taiwan
President Lee Teng-Hui is sound-
ing out Japan about a possible
visit that could anger Beijing.
putting Tokyo in a bind at a time
of rising tensions between China
and the United States.

Mr Lee, who left office on last
May, has unofficially told Japan-
ese government officials he wants
to visit Japan possibly early next

" month, Japanese government
sources said.

“Through unofficial channels,
Lee has sounded owt Japan about
his possible visit,” one govern-
ment source said.

Another source said the 78-year-
old former President, who is
believed to have a heart problem.
wanted to stop over in Tokyo for
about a week for a medical gxant-
ination. (Reuters)



?D/alai Lama visit ‘non-political
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Taipei, April 2 \\ \;,),.X y\‘/{f or face war. nbﬁ\a
The Tibetan religious leader’s

THE DALAI Lama’s travel plans
on Monday included a chat with
a former Taiwan independence
activist, a meeting the Tibetan
spiritual leader’s spokesman
said was non-political.

China has been accusing the
Dalai Lama of trying to whip up
anti-China sentiments during
his 10-day trip to Taiwan, which

/Beij-i,ng considers to be a break-
away province that should even-
tually unify with the mainland

meeting on Monday, with Chen
Tan-Sun, could feed Beijing’s sus-
picions. Chen was once an active
campaigner for Taiwan’s inde-
pendence and a leader of the For-
mosan association for public
affairs, which supports indepen-
dence for the Island. But, like
many other former indepen-
dence supporters, Chen appears
to have softened his stance and is
not as active as before in the
independence cause. Most Tai-

THE HINDUSTAN TIHES
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wanese voters don’t support
independence because they fear
breaking away permanently
would prompt a Chinese attack.
The Dalai Lama, who arrived on
Saturday, has repeatedly said
that he came to Taiwan to speak
about Buddhism and spirituality,
not to cause problems for China.
A spokesman for the Dalai
Lama said on Monday that the
Tibetan leader was not aware of
Chen’s past activities in the inde-

pendence movement.
AP

A1




US Navy plane
damaged in~
China crash

Beijing, April 1

Tibet’s freedom not on
agenda: Dalai Lama

\

Taipei, April 1 )ﬂ\f\(

A US Navy surveillance plane
made an emergency landing in
southern China on Sunday after
colliding with a Chinese fighter
plane, a Navy spokesman said.

The 24 crew members on the
plane suffered no injury, said
Cmdr. Rex Totty, who described
the collision as “minor”.

The EP-3, a four-engine pro-
peller plane, was on a routine
mission over the South China
Sea when it was intercepted by
two Chinese fighters, Totty said.
The US plane was in internation-
al airspace.

The Navy plane collided with
one of the Chinese fighters. It is
not clear if the contact was acci-
dental or if the Chinese jet tried
to bump it, said another
spokesman for the U.S. Pacific
Command, Col. John Bratton.

The EP-3 issued a Mayday
before landing at an airfield on
Hainan Island. AP

Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader,
the Dalai Lama, said he was not
seeking Tibet’s independence
from China, which has ruled his
Himalayan homeland with an
iron fist since 1950. He told a
news conference in Taipei that
Taiwan should maintain a close
relationship with its giant Com-
munist rival.

The Dalai Lama spoke of the
need for love and compassion in
the new millennium to counter
the effects of decades of materi-
alism. On the second day of his
ten-day visit to Taiwan, he met
nearly 100 Tibetans, including
some illegal immigrants. “The
Dalai Lama promised to help
them solve their status issues
when he meets President Chen
Shui-bian next week,” state tele-
vision station said. There are
some 1,000 Tibetans in Taiwan,
including 100 illegal immigrants.

Earlier, he was greeted with

a
protests bn|his arrival at Tai-
wan’s airport, with a tiny group
of activists demanding reunifi-
cation with China shouting anti-
Dalai Lama slogans and pro-
independence groups countering
it with the chant: “Free Tibet.
Free Taiwan.”

Meanwhile, China on Sunday
said the Dalia Lama’s Taiwan
tour of Taiwan was driven by
separatist political motives he
shares with Taipei. “The Dalai’s
second Taiwan trip will be a
political visit for collaborating
with Taiwan independence for-
ces to separate the motherland,”
state-run Xinhua news agency
said. A Xinhua commentary said
the Dalai Lama would meet
members of the Democratic Pro-
gressive Party Government,
which has antagonised China
with pro-independence rhetoric.

“With such a political back-
drop, how could Dalai’s trip be a
pure ‘religious tour’?” Xinhua
said.

ME HINDUSTAN TRER
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i TAIPEL, March 31. — The Dalai Lama reached
| Taipei today amid a politically charged atmos-
| phere as advocates and opponents of Taiwan’s
1 independence from China took to the streets.
i The Dalai Lama’s 10-day visit has already
|| inflamed political and religious passions here.
|| A group of activists, supporting reunification
i with China, shouted anti-Dalai Lama slogans
| outside the airport. Another group protested
| outside the plush Taipei hotel, where the spi-
ﬁ ritual leader is staying.
| “Ifhe’s indeed a holy monk, he shouldn’t be
| staying in a $1,200-a-day presidential suite,”
]' said the vice-chairman of the alliance for re-

unification with China. He denounced the
f mass “enlightenment” lectures to be presided
over by the Dalai Lama in Taiwan.

Near the hotel, a group of activists chanted:

fD/alai LLama in Taiwan

al N Lj/
‘ e\ REUTERS wh
El 9 (< N ! / 7

“Free Tibet, free Taiwan.” “We welcome the
Dalai Lama. We urge him and the Taiwanese
people not to fear China.

The Dalai Lama has tried to play down the
political significance of his second visit to Tai-
wan apparently to avoid antagonising Beijing.
He is scheduled to meet the Taiwan Presi-
dent, Mr Chen Shui-Bian of the pro-independ-
ence Democratic Progressive party next week.
Nuns protest: A group of Taiwanese nuns
and monks have asked the Dalai Lama 1o
scrap discriminatory rules against nuns in Ti-
betan Buddhism, adds AFP . In a symbolic
move, the group publicly tore down from a
wall a list of the written rules that require
nuns to show absolute respects to monks un-
der the Tibetan system.

A rule says a 100-year-old nun must display
respect towards a new monk, and the nuns
must not blame monks regardless of any errors.

DAILY YOMIURI
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

OSAKA, March 31. — Univ-
ersal Studies Japan in Kono-
hana Ward, Osaka, opened
today and tens of thousands
of people tested the Holly-
wood film-and-TV inspired
rides and other attractions.
The world’s third Universal
Studios park and the first
outside the USA, the USJ is
sure to attract large crowds
and boost the local economy.
People braved a downpour
to-queue for tickets outside
e entrance in the morning.
To deal with the heavy rush
the gates opened at 7.40 a.m.,
20 minutes before schedule.

An opening ceremony was
held near the gate around
7.15 a.m. where Arnold
Schwarzenegger said: “I'd like
to welcome the visitors today
who came from around the
world to this extraordinary
opening ceremony.”

The 54-hectare theme park
houses 18 attractions, 21
restaurants and 24 shops,
and was constructed at a cost

of $170 billion. USJ, that will :

run the park, is capitalised at

$40 billion, 25 per cent of |

which was given by the Osaka
municipal government.

At Jurassic Park-The Ride,
people sailed through a jungle
on a boat and faced computer-
operated dinosaurs.

Universal Studios Japan opens

| { a8 )
Visitors rush into Universal
Studios Japan on its
opening day in Osaka on
Saturday. — DY/ANN
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Tuaipei, March 30

FOR THE past five decades, Tibet
and Taiwan have created some of
the biggest troubles for China’s
leaders, whose sacred gogl is to do
what all great Chinese dynasties
have done: Unify the Motherland.

On Saturday, the Dalai Lama.
the Tibetan spiritual leader, trav-
els to Taiwan, a trip that could
heighten tensions with Beijing.

This will be the Lama’s second
visit to the island-nation. He is
expected to meet new Taiwanese
President Chen Shui-Bian for the
first time. Both are deeply dis-
trusted by Beijing, which has
accused them of being “splittists.”

Early in his political career,
Chen was a vocal supporter of
Taiwan independence, though he
has softened his rhetoric since
becoming President last year.
China and Taiwan split amid
Civil War in 1949, and Beijing has
repeatedly threatened to use
force to take it back.

The Dalai Lama fled his Hima-
layan homeland after a failed
1959 uprising against Chinese
rule. More than 120,000 refugees
followed him to India. His Gov- .
ernment-in-exile is based in
Dharmsala.

In an article “From uniting to
oppose communism to plotting
together to divide the nation,”
China’s official People’s Daily on
Friday accused the Dalai Lama
and Taiwan of supporting each
others’ anti-China goals in the
international community.

“This visit is another step in
the accelerated connivance along
the path of splittinig the nation
between the Taiwan authorities
and the Dalai Lama clique,” the
paper said in its overseas edition.

PR G
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AP PHOTO
Taiwanese workers remove chairs from a truck draped with the Dglai
Lama’s posters promoting compassion and wisdom, at a stadium in
Taipei county on Friday.

This week, the Tibetan leader
told supporters he would not be
“ganging up” on China during
his visit. He will attend spiritual
services and meet Buddhist lead-
ers. He is scheduled to spend
most of his 10-day visit in the
capital, Taipei, and the southern
port city of Kaohsiung before
leaving on April 9.

Chen’s ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party will also try to
avoid angering Beijing, said
Jaushieh Joseph Wu, deputy
director of the Institute of Inter-
national Relations at National
Chengchi University in Taipei.
Improving relations with China
is likely to determine whether
Chen is re-elected in three years,
and he wouldn’t want to need-
lessly provoke Beijing, Wu said.
“The DPP Gover nment will prob-
ably be very low-key,” Wu added.

AP

I -

 Sleeping Buddha wakes

'( up in Tajikistan

| TAJIKISTAN AUTHORITIES

| have dug out a hitherto un-

| known 5th century sleeping
Buddha statue, built in the

| period of Emperor Kanishka.

The statue, discovered by ar-

chaeclogists from the erst-
while Soviet Union 35 years
ago, was broken up into 100
pieces and stowed away in the
basement of Dushanbe Muse- |
um. The 14-metre-long Buddha
was first excavated by the Sovi-
ets in 1966 from a vast Bud-
dhist monastery complex in
Ajina Tepa in southern Tajik-
istan.

- PTI, Islamaba
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By SHEIKH MAVZOOR AHMED K“ Ve

Geneva, March 28: More . than 1,000
Tibetans, mostly teenagers, escape to India
every year for fear of torture and persecution.

Disclosing this at a press conference here,
Tibetan human rights activists and. political
prisoners said the “'Tibetans risk their lives on
hazardous journeys into exile in India” primar-

which arbitrarily detain teenagers. .

Mr Kunchok Tender and Mr Wangchuk Daja
Meston, human rights activists, who are cur-
rently here to attend the 57th session of the
Commission on Human Rights, said the Chi-
nese authorities apprehended and detained

ily to escape wrath of the Chinese authorities,

(P} '?nldren on suspicion of mvolvemcnt in

ibetan nationalists activities and for attempt-
ing to flee to India or Nepal.

liey also mentioned the escape of -fourth
t Tibetan religious leader Karmapa to
India. Karmapa Ugyen Trinley Dorje, along
with his few associates, had escaped from

" Tibet last year and after ten days of treacher-

ous journey appeared in Dharamshala where
spiritual leader' Dalai Lama had set up hlS gov-
ernment in exile.

They said the exodus of youth from Tibet has
put the Tibetan culture at risk. This has also
jeopardised the physical, psychologlcal and
social life of the Tibetan people.

The press conference was also attended by

- The Tibetan human rights

1,000 leetans flee to India every year’

Dr Michael Van Walt, professor of interna-
tional law in Netherlands, and Ms Tsering
Yangkey, expert on development issue of
Tibet. A video film on the Chinese repression
against Tibetan populauon was also shown to
the delegates. _

They said the teenagers and who are suspec
ed of harbouring nationalist sentiments oppar-
ticipating in political activities, suffer the most
severe.torture. )

Chinese authorities use ¢
sterlisations of women.
to these problems w
Tibetan peoples’ g
( UNI)

0 ensure respect for the |
ht to self determination.

|
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'shoe row

~
Anand Mishra \r{ ¥
Gaya, March 11 3\,1 \
KARMAPA'S VISIT to the Var-
jrasana inside Mahabodhi te
ple with shoes on has agajn
brought the shoe controvergy
into sharp focus, putting tHe
Bodh Gaya Temple Management
Committee and other monaster-
ies on a collision course.

The incident has led BTMC
acting secretary Bhante Anand
to denounce Karmapa’s act as
something not in conformity
with that of a Buddha incarna-
tion. His doubting the Karmapa’s
credentials prompted the in-
charge of Tibetan Mahavihar of
Bodh Gaya, Lama Tenzing, to
brush aside Anand’s criticism as
an attempt to garner cheap popu-
larity.

Citing that the body itself is
made of skin and carries excreta
and urine, the lama said the
issue of entering Vajrasana with
shoes on didn’t hold so much
importance. Besides, Karmapa
made this mistake “unknowing-
ly”, the Tibetan monk said.

Anand, who was in the eve of a
storm earlier for trying to pre-
vent Tibetan lamas from enter-
ing temple premises with shoes
on, seems in no mood for a com-
promise. Dismissing Tenzing's
contention that people enter tem-
ples in Tibet with shoes on, he
challenged him to enter any
mosque, church or mandir with
shoes.

The controversy is intricately
connected to the management of

'

Mahabodhi temple. According to
provisions of the Bodh Gaya
Tempie Management Act, entry

with shoes in the
precincts is disallowed.

Some months back when the
issue assumed alarming propor-
tions leading to a shoot-out,
Tibetan lamas were allowed to
enter the upper surface pave-
ment of the temple with shoes
on, temporarily. Bhante had then
criticised the administration for
making this concession.

Gaya DM Amrit Lal Meena,
who also happens to be the ex-
officio chairman of the BTMC,
has expressed displeasure at
Anand’s criticisim of the district
administration for the Karma-
pa’s entry with shoes. The DM
held that the BTMC, not the dis-
trict administration, should have
taken care of this.

Anand has also demanded
punishment for Tenzing Lama
for not telling his ‘dharmaguru’
about the ban thow#h he knew
about it.

temple
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| government-in-exile

By RAJEEV KHANNA {2«; - (b

New Deihi, Feb. 23: The mem-
bers of International Karma
Kagyu Forum have alleged that
the Tibetan government-in-exile
and the Dalai Lama have misin-
formed the Indian government on
Karmapa controversy.

According to the secretary of the
forom Karma Wangchuk, “Our
sources tell us that the above men-
tioned gentlemen informed the
Indian government that Kunzig
Shamarpa, second to the Karmapa
in the spiritual hierarchy of Karma
Kagyu School, would no longer
pursue his aim to install the gen-
uine 17th Karmapa, Thaye Dorje,
in Rumtek monastery in Sikkim.”

Mr Wangchuk also said, “This
information given to the Centre
shows a patent disregard for the
truth. - How  could  Kunzig
Shamarpa, after having found the
genuine Karmapa in accordance
with the traditional procedures,
give up the aim of installing the
rightful holder of the Rumtek
throne? The. question is why the
Tibetan government-in-exile give
the misleading information. Cer-
tainly not out of compassion, but
rather for substantial
advantages.” ..

The forum has charged that in
the whole Karmapa controversy,
the Tibetan ‘govgrnment-in-exile
has been pulling the strings in the
background and their aims are to
“weaken the Karma Kagyu lin-
cage and strengthen the Dalai
L.ama’s influence in the Western
Himalayas.” ’

Substantiating  the claim Mr
Wangchuk stated, “First of all

Trinley with the help of the Chi-
nese and the Dalai Lama ~ creat-
ed a bridge between China and
Sikkim. Meanwhile, the Tibetan
confirmed
the Chinese appointed Ugyen
Trinley as being the 17th Karma-
pa, thereby splitting the Karma
Kagyu lineage. Divide and rule is
the name of the game.”

He also said, Ugyven Trinley
came to India providing a good
opportunity to the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile to come closer to its
aims '

‘Karmapa controversy deepens,
forum claims

Dalai Lama lied

7

political &

Situpa — who “found” Ugyen

. to other Bud- jist sites. (India Abroad News Service)

PILGRIMAGE: The 17th Karmapa, Ugyen Thinley Dorje, arrives for
the Maha Kal Puja on Friday, a day prior to the Tibetan New Year,
at the Vajra Vidya monastery, in Sarnath. (AP)

Karmapa in Varanasi

on religious pilgrimage

By GAURAV SAIGAL

Varanasi, Feb. 23: Traditional prayers and hymns greeted Ugyen Trin-
ley Dorji, the teenaged head of the Karma Kagyu sect of Tibetan Bud-
dhism, when he arrived at Sarnath near here on the second leg of his
ongoing pilgrimage.

The pilgrimage is the first time Dorji, revered as the third highest leéader
in the Budhhist hierarchy after the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama,
has ventured out of Dharamsala, the headquarters of the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile, since he arrived in India in January last year.

Dorji, recognised by the Dalai Lama as the 17th reincamation of the
Karmapa or head of the Karma Kagyu sect, fled from the Tshurpu
monastery in Tibet before making the 1,400-km journey to Dharamsala.
He embarked on the pilgrimage shortly after the government granted hj

Vidya Institute monastery in Sarnath, where he will stay befi
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Dalai Lama pins hopes on Bush

administration for

Kalyani Shanker
New Delhi, January 30

a9

-

THE DALAI Lama is pinning his
hopes on the Bush administration
to find a solution to the Tibet issue.

Interacting  inumately  with
Parliamentarians here today.  he
expressed confidence that the Bush
administration would carry forward
the spirit of the Clinton administra-
tion which wus ~vinpathetic to
Tibet. "The new Sceretary of State
Colin Powell made « positive state-
ment recently on Tibet which 18
quite encouraging he said.

He was quite {runk on India's
role in the issue. "The Indian gov-
ernment is very realistic. I am the

longest guest of the Government. -

Bevond that. % ‘onmmcm of
[ndia is overcautfous regarding
China and Tibet.” be said.

The Dalai Lama felt there were
two views in the government, One
was that that once the Sino-Indian
horder dispute is setticd, the Tibet
issue could be taken up. The other
view was to resolve the Tibet ssue
first and then the border issue.

Claiming that he had beein saving
all along that the Chinese should
not be considered as enemy, the
Palai Lama said "My proposal
from the beginning has been
autonomy for Tibet. There is a
change in my attitude.” The
Chinese government's attitude is
now negative, he said. adding. "The
day we return with certain degree

Tibet solution

of treedom [ will hand over all my
authority to local Tibetans. This
nas been my effort for the past 20
years.”

He said winds of change were
blowing in China and the Tibetan
problem will be solved with the
democratisation of China.

Those who participated in the
interaction include former Law
Minister Ram Jethmalani, BJP
leaders Sang Priya Gautam,
TN.Chaturvedi, K.R.Malakani,(all
MPs) and industrialist Y. X.Modi.

Expressing concern at the grow-
ing number of Chinese in Tibet, he
said if the Chinese government
thought that they would outnum-
ber the Tibetans in Tibet in the
next few years. they were mistaken.
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