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think- tanlﬁ‘ells Bu§ll

By Aziz Haniffa .(

WASHINGTON A leading con-
servative think-
tank here, which
has traditionally
maintained close
links with Repub-
lican administra-
tions, has advised
the Bush adminis-

® involved in the
George W Bush Kashmir issue
between India and Pakistan or at-
tempt to mediate in the dispute.

The Heritage Foundation, in an
executive memorandum on ‘The
President’s Policy Challenges in
Asia, said: “In establishing a new
agenda for strengthening U.S. rela-
tions with Asian countries, Presi-
dent George W. Bush faces a num-
ber of challenges, some of which
were left unresolved by his prede-
cessor.”

With respect to the subcontinent,
the Heritage said “He must make
sure that relations with nuclear ri-
vals India and Pakistan are careful-
ly managed.” Heritage advised that
“the Bush administration should
support the ongoing negotiations
over Kashmir,” but said it should

 tration not to get

“refrain from getting involved or
trying to negotiate a resolution.”

It noted, “India is maturing as a
stable democracy devoted to mar-
ket reform; its leaders are seeking
greater economic integration with
and investment from the US.”
Meanwhile, Pakistan “is ruled by a
military dictatorship trying to con-
trol an unraveiling economy.”

According to Heritage: “The dis-
pute between these two countries
over the province of Kashmir
brought their peoples to the brink
of nuclear war in 1999.” It said,
“President Clinton’s visits to Pak-
istan and India appeared to involve
the United States in the region but
did nothing to address the basic is-
sues.”

With respect to U.S.-China rela-
tions, it said, “President Bush must
emphasise to China that he wants a
national missile defence as a way to
increase stability and as a prudent
response to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.”

It said he should also make sure
that “China abides by the terms of
its recent trade agreement with the
US,, which opened the door for its
accession to the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO).” pans)
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Bush begins sweeping defence review

MUNICH (GERMANY), FEB. 3. The U.S. Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, today said
the new administration of the President, Mr.
George Bush, had begun a sweeping review of
America’s defence strategy, from nuclear mis-
siles to troops’ living conditions.

Mr. Rumsfeld told mediapersons travelling
with him from Washington to a meeting in
Germany that the study would be separate
from the quadrennial defence review or QDR,
mandated by Congress every four years. The
latest QDR was underway, but would not be
completed for about eight months. Mr. Rums-
feld said the administration’s own study
would include missile defence, offensive and
defensive weapons, the quality of life among
the troops — “how you transform this force
into a force that is appropriate for the 21st
century.”

He noted that the QDR, designed to match
U.S. strategy with the nation’s military forces,
was not scheduled to be completed until Sep-
tember, and suggested that the separate study
would be completed much faster — in per-
haps 60 to 90 days on some issues. “A new
President has come in. He has indicated that
he wanted a review of defence strategy. And he

has asked us to do that and that is just begin-
ning,” Mr. Rumsfeld added. “I think as our
thinking clears and we get our brains wrapped
around some of these things, very likely we
would find a way during the QDR process to
implant them down into that process”.

Mr. Rumsfeld sharply defended the Bush
administration’s National Missile Defence
(NMD) plan and dismissed support for the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty as “cold war
thinking”’.

Mr. Rumsfeld, in Germany for an annual
meeting of European and international de-
fence leaders, said Mr. Bush’s controversial
proposal to protect the U.S. and its allies from
missiles “just doesn't threaten anyone”. “That
is really cold war thinking in my view,” he said
when asked about the importance and future
of the 1972 ABM treaty, which would forbid a
U.S. National Missile Defence.

“The Soviet Union is gone. Russia is a differ-
ent country. That period is over in our life, why
don’t we get over it?”” Mr. Rumsfeld said. Many
European leaders say the ABM treaty, which
Mr. Rumsfeld in December called “ancient
history”, is a bedrock of nuclear arms control
and worry that Washington will abandon it.

The German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder (left), welcomes the U.S.

Security Policy in Munich, Germany, on Saturday. — AP

/ Secretary of Defence, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, during the Conference on /
s
S Y

THE HINDU

He said Moscow, which bitterly opposes NMD
and has refused to permit changes in the ABM
treaty, was lobbying Western Europe and na-
tions around the world to kill NMD.

“They know, and we know, and you know -
that the (U.S.) systems that are being dis-
cussed are not in any way relevant to the Rus-
sians with their hundreds and thousands of
nuclear missiles”, he said. “We are talking
about systems that are able to deal with hand-
fuls of things,” Mr. Rumsfeld added, stressing
that the limited defence would be designed to
shoot down only a few missiles launched by
potential enemies such as North Korea, Iran or
Iraq.

He made the whirlwind one-day trip to the
annual Munich conference on security policy
to hold get-acquainted talks with allied De-
fence Ministers, address NMD concerns and
discuss cross-Atlantic security. He suggested
that the ABM treaty’s time was past. 'l mean,
that is really cold war thinking in my view — to
elevate that treaty as something that is central
to a (U.S.- Russian) relationship today.” he
said.

Mr. Rumsfeld declined to say whether he
felt the treaty should be modified, which Rus-
sia has rejected, or scrapped. He said the Bush
administration had no intention of “moving
precipitously” on NMD without close allied
consultation and talks with Moscow. "'There’s
little doubt in my mind but that if you were
seeking a system that was the earliest to de-
ploy, the most cost-effective, technically the
best, you would very likely come up with
something other than if you sat down and
tried to design a system that would fit within a
treaty that was written 25 years ago,” he said.
Mr. Rumsfeld, who was also Defence Secretary
from 1975 to 1977, said the ABM was agreed
“when technology was notably different,
when we were in a cold war, when the nature
of the threats in the world were vastly differ-
ent’”.

He is the first senior Bush administration
official to carry the argument on NMD to Eu-
rope. The meeting could set an early tone for
cross-Atlantic security ties for Bush. Mr.
Rumsfeld said he was open-minded about the
European Union forming its own rapid-reac-
tion force to deal with conflicts or peace-
keeping in which NATO was not involved, but
warned the force must not threaten NATO's
power or status. ‘I begin at the beginning —
and that is that NATO is the most successful
military alliance in history probably, that it is
enormously important to the United States
and Western Europe and, [ would add. to the
world,” he said. “‘If I saw more dollars coming
in in (European) budgets that would net in-
crease the strength of NATO nations, that

/would be encouraging. I haven’t seen that,

and I guess I'm more interested in addition
than subtraction.” — Reuters/
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President- elect Bush's

foreign policy will be Thdl

America stands ready to help
any country that wishes to join
the democratic world; any
country that puts the law in
place and begins to live by that
rule, any country that seeks
peace and prosperity and a place
in the sun.”

This is an extract from the
opening statement of the Bush
Administration’s Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, made
two days before Mr. George W.
Bush's inauguration, (o the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. Gen. Powell was
subsequently confirmed, as
expected. Mr. Bush also took
office. And now, the East Asian
region awaits policy.

The General made many
points. He talked about the

importance of India. He spoke of

doing business with China, not
as a “'strategic partner,” but also
not as an enemy. tle promised a
“thorough review” of ties, or no-
ties with Nerth Korea. Of
maintaining Taiwan's defence
capability under the Taiwan
Relations Act. Finally, Gen.
Powell said that Japan was the
U.S.’s most important ally in the
region, a position symbolically
reinforced by the incoming-
President who made one of his
earliest foreign phone calls to
the Japanese Prime Minister, Mr,
Yoshiro Mori.

With respect, the General's use
of the term “‘a guiding principle”
amounts to no more than spiel.
[t is certainly not seen in East
Asia as policy. One is tempted to
ask under what guiding principle
the U.S. continues to ostracise
Cuba, but builds ties with North
Korea, or even China.

By name recognition, the
second tier of the Bush '
Administration shows much
promise to East Asia.Their job is
to be custodians of U.S. policy.
The job of their opposite
numbers in other capitals is to
state their own policy priorities,
so that points of confluence and
divergence can be identified.
This is what is happening now.

China’s President, Mr. Jiang
Zemin, and its envoy in
Washington, paying a farewefl
call on Gen. Powell, scemed to
remind the General what policy
is about. An outline expression
of national intercst and national
sentiment. Under that definition,
China sort of issued a timely
caution to the Gerald Ford
holdovers of the Bush team, of
where it would like to see the
lines drawn in a Bush
Administration.

L_gilaven ,t bought it yet

Gen. Colin Powell
recent remarks ane
seen in East Asia @as

China, Japan a d

South Korea have

found their own ways
to convey to

Washington what they

would want to see in
foreign policy.

F. J. KHERGAMVALA

reporfs.

Beijing’s bosses may be forced
by domestic compulsion to react
to any outrage out of
Washington on human rights
issues, notably the treatment of
the Falun Gong sect,
headquartered in the U.S. In
reality, China has got its way. In
September 2000, the U.S.
Congress overwhelmingly
granted China the Permanent
Normal Trading Relations
(PNTR), instead of the annual
review on human rights. That
was new policy, adjusting itself
to the reality of the U.S. being
China's second largest trading
partner (minus Hong Kong) at
an annual merchandise trade
worth $74 billions (Chinese
figures).

As if conveying to the new

ministration that China
understands that it might be a
while before the U.S. makes
policy, Beijing informed
Washington that lines that
cannot be crossed include a
missile defence scheme that
protects Taiwan, and a departure
from the “one-China” policy.
How the latter is to be
interpreted will be thrashed out
in time, but so far as China is
concerned, it wants Mr. Bush to
subscribe to the three
communiques. That was set out
in the congratulatory message
from Mr. Jiang to the just sworn
in Mr. Bush.

As an ally, Japan got a
different sort of a tutorial. A
tutorial of high expectations. The

Foreign Minister, Mr. Yohei
Kono, preferred to go to the U.S.
himself. Though he was unable
to arrange that Mr. Mori became
the first to meet Mr. Bush (even
Mr. Tony Blair will meet him
earlier), Mr. Kono conveyed to
Gen. Powell a priority quite the
reverse of China’s.

Beijing wants economic and
trade activity and interests to
dominate the Sino-U.S.
equation. They do, though quite
often there are systemic clashes
or erratic actions like the
bombing of the Chinese
Embassy in Belgrade that make
this a love-hate relationship.
Japan, on the other hand wants
to reinforce the security
relationship, but under the old
arrangement. Japanese money,

Japanese facilities, but U.S.
soldiers and guns. In the broader
scheme of things, it is the
apportioning of these resources
that is a matter of prolonged
negotiations, with Japan resisting
a more activist role.

The Bush people have already
given notice to Japan that if
there is one thing that is static,
it is that the decibel level on
trade and economics will depend
upon the U.S. domestic
economy. The better the
economy, the lesser the protests
about trade deficits.

The one big policy question
mark is how the U.S. will
progress or impede ties with
North Korea. The excuse for the
missile defence and South

Korea's policy priority are deeply
interlocked into the U.S. role in
the Korean peninsula. Mr. Kim
Dae Jung of the South will meet
Mr. Bush in March, when some
answers will be available.

In East Asia, China, japan and
South Korea found their own
ways to convey to Washington
what they would want to see i
a Bush foreign policy. At the end
of the day, when a new
administration comes to town.
nations do expect “shifts”, not a
reversal of policy. Just as a form
of “group insurance’’, certain
countries find it useful to re-
build or reinforce old relations.
like India-China, Russo-China.
China-North Korea, if only to
send the U.S. signals ttempts
at multi-polarisn
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Iraqis demonstrate against the U.S. in Baghdad.

{EN GEN. Colin Po-
well was Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of
Staff he did not get
e mandate from his thenCom-
ander-in-Chicf to go into Bagh-
dad and physically evict the man
his country had demonised as the
greatest scourge on earth. Ten
years down the line, the U.S. still
treats Iraq's President, Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein, as the world's num-
ber one ogre. Now Gen. Powell
has the mandate as the chief of
the U.S. diplomatic forces to try
and rid the world of the Saddam
regime.

In his appearance before the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, preliminary to his be-
ing confirmed as the Secretary of
State, Gen. Powell indicated that
he would go about this particular
task by following the methods
thought up ten years ago. His
task, he said, would be to re-invig-
orate the sanctions imposed on
Iraq at the end of the 1991 Gulf
War. Implied in this was the cri-
tique that the sanctions squeeze
had not been applied with suffi-
cient pressure over the past eight
years. At that point Gen. Powell
apparently believed that he could
rally the world community and
enthuse them to apply so much
pressure on Irag that Mr. Saddam
Hussein would be ejected.

Since taking office, however,
Gen. Powell seems to have decid-
ed that a change in tactics was in
order. He has spoken about re-
designing the sanctions in such

manner that they are directed at
the top echelons of thelragi Gov-
ernment while sparing the Iragi
people the deprivations and hard-
ships they continue to suffer
from. How Gen. Powell plans to
go about this re-working of the
tactics has not been spelt out.

A ban on Iraq’s import of so-
phisticated conventional arms is
already in place but various re-
ports, official and non-official,
suggest that Iraq has found ways
to by-pass this restriction. A tight-
ening of these restrictions is per-
haps one of the elements of the
plan being formulated. Although
Iraqi officials have to put up with
hardship when they travel out of
the country they have not found
the procedures so physically de-
bilitating as to make them abort
their travel plans. A tightenting of
these restrictions is another pos-
sibility.

For all its posturing,
the U.S. will have to
consult the leaders in
the region as it
formulates its Iraq
policy instead of just
setting the direction
and expecting others
to follow, says
KESAVA MENON.

The last U.S. administration
conceived and created the plan to
fund and train Iragi Opposition
groups so that they would eventu-
ally gather the strength to topple
Mr. Saddam Hussein and his re-
gime. A variant on this plan is to
channel additional aid to the Iraqi
people through these Opposition
groups so that they gain credibil-
ity and popular support. So far the
Iragi Opposition-oriented plans
have attracted relatively meagre
funding of $ 97 million and the
former U.S. military commander
in the region, Gen. Anthony Zinni,
had described the plan as un-
workable. It is not as yet clear
whether this plan fits into Gen.
Powell’s schemes.

Delineating the reasons for
Gen. Powell’s shift from country-
specific to regime-specific sanc-
tions is easier than trying to cal-
culate the chances of success of
this tactical shift. The world com-
munity far from being prepared
for a re-invigoration of the sanc-
tions is rapidly moving in the di-
rection of dismantling the
sanctions. Just in the time since
Gen. Powell’s new boss, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, came within sight
of the Presidency — awaiting the
results of the Florida re-count —
several countries moved decisive-
ly to an ending of the sanctions.

Turkey has announced that it is
to re-establish diplomatic rela-
tions after they were broken off
following the war. Norway is fol-
lowing suit though for the mo-
ment disingenuously claiming

desert?

%t it is doing so in order to find

v

out how regime-specific sanc-
tions can be fine-tuned. Egypt has
just signed a major trade agree-
ment with Irag and the Arab
media believes that Cairo will |
make a major push for Iraq’s re- !
habilitation in the Arab world |
when a summit is held in Jordan
in March. ‘

Turkey, Syria and jordan are all
believed to be heavily involved in
the clandestine export of Iraqi oil
beyond the rigours of the U.N.- |
sanctioned oil for food pro- !
gramme. |

While most of the Arab world
and the European Union have
been moving towards a rap-
prochement with Iraq, two telling
blows have recently been dealt to
the 1991 coalition. The UK,
which has staunchly by the U.S. is
apparently having second '
thoughts about their role in the
enforcement of the two no-fly
zones over Iraq. This programme
has been found to be exceedingly
tiresome (about 153,000 sorties
have reportedly been flown at a
cost in the last fiscal year of $1.4
billion, 326 Iraqi civilians have
been killed and over 900 injured).
More importantly the British ap-
parently feel that the Saudis no
longer support this programme.

In a very surprising move, Ku-
wait's Foreign Minister endorsed
a call by a local newspaper for the
change from country-specific to
regime- specific sanctions. This
call came before Gen. Powell in-
dicated his change of tactics. It is
unlikely that the -U.S. and Saudi
Arabia were not informed by the
Kuwait Foreign Minister before
he endorsed the newspaper’s call.
If the primary victims of Iraq's
1990 aggression no longer sup-
port country-specific sanctions —
in a context where 95 per cent of
Iraqis, according to their govern-
ment, think of Kuwait as a part of
their country — then surely it is
the end of the country-specific
sanctions.

However, the Governments ot
the region do share the concern
and do support the U.S. determi-
nation to ensure that Iraq never
again develops weapons of mass
destruction capability. In this re-
spect at least they are willing o
follow the U.S. lead~But they also
have uneasy questions about the
other power in the region that is
believed to have such a capability,
Israel, and they will be demand-
ing more even-handedness in the
U.S. handling of the whole Arab-
Israel imbroglio. The U.S. will
have to consult the regional lead-
ership as it formulates its policy
on Iraq instead of just setting the

direction and€xpecting others (o
follow. /
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~“USA to give $4 m

to Ir

3@  PBEUTERS 9/\

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3. —
USA has authorised $4
million for use by Iraqi Oppo-
sition groups in undermining
the government of Iraqi Presi-
dent Mr Saddam Hussein, the
White House has said.

The decision freed money
for the Iragi Opposition to use
for activities inside Iraq for
the first time since USA cut it
off five years ago. Some
money was being used by the
Opposition for organising
efforts outside Irag during
that period.

US  officials insisted

, yesterday that while the
~money furthers President Mr
. George W Bush’s get-tough-
i with-Iraq approach, the Bush
team did not opder the release

e

Y,

of the
Ms
en Couptrym-
an,
man fo
White
National Secu-

the

rity Council, B
said the deci- }
sion to allocate
money §

the
came from the

treasury dep-

artment’s office
of foreign ass-
ets control as
part of a pro-
cess begun in
the previous
Clinton
admini-
stration.

“President M,
i Opposition Bush administration to make

support the

Eb- |8
spokeswo- Feieg

-House ¥

and the
provision  of
this assistance
was consistent
with that,” she
I said.  “We're
4 working to
! ensure  that
Irag is not a
threat to its
neighbours or
its own people
and that it
complies with
| its obligations
under the UN
resolutions.”
The decision
came as the
best-known
Iraqi Opposi-
tion leader was in Wash-
ush does ington trying to convince the

Mr Saddam Hussein

i Opposition

good on campaign rhetoric |
about helping them agamst’
Mr Hussein. ]

Mr Ahmad Chalabi, a mem- f
ber of the six-man leadership |
of the Iragqi National|
Congress, told the American
Enterprise Institute on!
Thursday the relatmnshlp
would be “very active.”

But US Secretary of State |
Mr Colin Powell said on |
Thursday he had not decided ‘,
whether it would be wise to |
back the Iraqi Opposition 5
against Mr Hussein and did |
not have any appomtments\
with the visiting INC leaders.

The $4 million is intended |
to help the INC gathet
information inside Iraq and |
help build a case against the

. e |

THE, STATESMAN

Iraqi leadership on crim
against humanity. f
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Bush sends a a arning *
shot to Chinese govtss

on forelgn policy shift |

By M D Nalapat

NEW DELHI: After eight yea 0

a “tilt” towar\s
Communist Chi-
na and its closest
allies, Paklstan

and North Ko-

rea, the U.S. un-
der  President
George W. Bush
is shifting to a
2 more “realistic”
George W. Bush position on Bei-
jing. Under Bill Clinton, the U.S.
administration was mﬂuenced by
the Shamghal-created theory that
more the incentives given to ‘the
PRC (Heople s Repubhc of Chma)
the faster is its “inevitable”
progress towards a democratic
polity. All this after Tiananmen!

In the Clinton years, China dis-
placed Japan as Washington’s princi-
pal styategic interlocutor in Asia and
Tokyo was completely bypassed dur-
ing Mr Clinton’s Beijing visit in 1997.
The ‘shift in U.S. policy saw China
openly, and repeatedly, threatening
Taiwan with the use of force. After
China’s heated reaction to the
A'merican visa granted to President
Lee Teng Hui of Taiwan, no top-level
dfficials from that territory have
been granted entry to the US..

- Mr Clinton also postponed fur-
ther work on a National Missile De-
fense (NMD) system that would,
when fully deployed, protect the
continental UE from a nuclear at-
tack. Beijing opposes NMD be-
cause (a) it degrades China’s own
deterrent against the U.S., now ca-
pable of reducing San Francisco
and Los Angeles (ironically cities
with large concentrations of Han-
race inhabitants) to rubble and (b)
the entry of Taiwan into such a sys-
tem would reduce to near zero any
military chance of recapturing the
island. Only the threat of nuclear at-
tack gdn force Taipei into making
thefoncessions needed to lock it
to the mainland, Hong Kong style

Conventionally, China does not
have the capability to defeat Tai-
wan militarily. However, it can dis-
rupt the Taiwanese economy
through a naval blockade, although
this would be a self-destructive step
as the resulting economic retalia-
iicn from the U.S.-EU would send
China’s coastal regiéns into a de-
pression, with highly negative con-
sequences for its political stability.

Russia, too, opposes NMD,
though here the reasons are more
emotional than substantive. Today,
Moscow has the fig leaf of parity
with the US. in terms of Mutual As-
sured Destruction (MAD). Were
NMD to become operational, the
aging Russian nuclear deterrent
would become less of a threat. Con-
sequently, Moscow’s ability to wrest
huge sums of money from the U.S.-
EU would wane, as would the re-
straint now being shown in NATO
capitals towards “human rights
abuses” under the Putin administra-
tion. Thanks to their fear of Moscow
and Beijing, both the EU as well as
ASEAN are publicly against NMD,
though officials in Washington say
privately that off-the-record the re-
frain is very different.

Rather than following the Clin-
ton policy of sacrificing U.S. inter-
ests in favour of better relations

with Moscow and Beijing, Mr Bush
has begun living up to his campaign
promise of giving top priority to
American interests. The imponder-
able is the domestic economy.
Should the tax cuts and business-
friendly measures of the Republi-
can administration continue the
positive trend in job and income
creation, Mr Bush would have the
cushion he needs to implement the
security agenda clearly mentioned
in his campaign speeches.
Hopefully, New Delhi will not de-
velop an itch to do the “fashion-
able” thing and team up with the
critics of NMD, for the system is j

Do way directed against India.

THE TIMES OF INDIA-
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ZIndia’s place n

ONVENTIONAL WISDOM

amongst Delhi’s diplomatic and

strategic analysts has it that a Re-

publican  administration in
Washington best suits India's interests be-
cause unlike the Democrats who are said
to thrust too assertively their agenda of
nuclear non-proliferation, the Republi-
cans are thought to be less concerned
with advancing such goals and instead
more interested in exploring the potential
for expanding economic engagement.
This thinking has indeed coloured the ap-
proach of policy-makers in Delhi to the
newly inaugurated Bush administration
with a good deal of optimism and antici-
pation. Thus while the establishment in
Delhi acknowledges that it was a Demo-
cratic administration in Washington
which reinvigorated the ossified context
and structure of the Indo-American rela-
tionship, there is now a conscious effort at
the higher levels of policymaking to locate
new premises of engagement with which
to reach out to the administration of Mr,
George W. Bush. But if the world view that
was unveiled in the testimony of the new
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, is
any indication, those in India’s political
establishment seeking to sustain the high
cordiality and the warmth that was gener-
ated in the Clinton era between the two
countries will have to reckon with a num-
ber of strategic realities that might not

have figured in the breezy generalities of .

the Clinton worldview. In view of the stra-
tegic stakes that the Vajpayee regime
placed in the relationship with Washing-
ton, particularly in relation to its strategy
of “containing” Pakistan, the lack of any
countervailing strategic emphasis on the
part of the Clinton administration in its
focus on Asia did make it easy for New
Dethi to push ahead with its assertive en-
gagement of Washington, counting as it
did on Mr. Bill Clinton and his aides to go
along with India’s view of a truculent and
subversive regime in Islamabad.

But as Gen. Powell’s testimony which
had unmistakable echoes of the Gulf War
era in America’s foreign policy made
clear, Washington’s strategic focus in Asia
has changed subtly. If the Clinton admin-
istration had a more upbeat view of its
engagement with China and was in fact
seen as courting Beijing, the Bush admin-
istration is already sounding decidedly
wary. The evangelical tone of the new Sec-
retary of State’s remarks on China, which

-\

|

with

the U.S. is not reduced to an arena for strategic tyade-
offs but that can only happen if Indian diplomgcy
acquires true autonomy by taking upon itself the

necessary challenge of dealing directly with Pakistan.

must surely grate on Chinese ears, sug-
gests a throwback to a decade or more
earlier in American foreign policy. Ac-
cording to Gen. Powell, “I hope that with
full membership of the WTO, with in-
creasingly responsible behaviour in the
region and in the world and most vitally,
hopefully with increased freedom for the
Chinese people, China may yet fulfill the
promise that Sun Yat Sen laid out almost
100 years ago.” Apart from this gratuitous
endorsement of a Kuomintang icon, likely
to be seen as a provocative reference by
the People’s Republic, the new Secretary
of State also said emphatically “in the
meantime, we will treat China as she mer-
its... a strategic partner China is not but
neither is China our inevitable and im-
placable foe...”

Gen. Powell’s testimony made it amply
evident that the Bush administration is
likely to draw heavily upon the moral uni-
verse that was in operation during the ad-
ministration of the President’s father, the
former President, Mr. George Bush Sr.,
with the concepts of democracy and cap-
italism held out as ‘“twin lasers working in
tandem all across the globe to illuminate
the last dark corners of totalitarianism
and dictatorship”. The ‘new Secretary of
State has also hinted strongly that the
Bush administration will give new empha-
sis and life to ties with Japan and Indone-
sia, implying that these were given lower
priority by the previous administration
which had concentrated on engaging Chi-
na. It is more than likely that given the
return of emphasis to a strategy that eyes
China warily even as it prefers to anchor
itself to the reliables of yesterday such as
the alliances with Japan, Indonesia and
Australia in Asia, the scope for the engage-
ment of other powers in Asia, including
India, will be clearly defined. In the Clin-
ton era, it might have been possible for
India to build a relationship with the Unit-
ed States on fresh premises and even to
resist the temptation of offering itself as a
potential counterweight to China, be-
cduse the Clinton administration was not
interested in creating such a countervail-

ing force. But now for India to acquire real
strategic value in the eyes of the Bush ad-
ministration without becoming a pawn in
the American strategic calculus in the
Asian region hinges ironically on whether
India can jettison its own strategic de-
pendence on the U.S. to advance its in-
terests in relation to Pakistan.

Today, Indian diplomacy has managed
to coopt the global powers to its perspec-
tive that a Pakistan which is sponsoring
“jehad” is an untrustworthy interlocutor.
New Delhi has, in fact, created the absurd
paradox that while it still claims that it is
against external mediation of the dispute
over Kashmir, it continues to shy away
from engaging the Musharraf regime in
Pakistan. So successful was the Vajpayee-

- Jaswant Singh engagement of Clinton’s

Washington that at the end of the Prime
Minister’s visit last September, the Clin-
ton administration officials had almost
unquestioningly bought India’s argument
that there could be no talks with Pakistan
until cross-border terrorism ceased com-
pletely. Thus there was an amended ver-
sion of the famous “Four R’s” of Mr.
Clinton which included a “return to dia-
logue” on India’s part, which reflected in
the post-Clinton-Vajpayee summit brief-
ings by administration officials who predi-
cated the ‘“retwrn to dialogue”
formulation on the premise that it must
be “at the appropriate time when the at-
mosphere is correct.” Small wonder that
the officials in the Prime Ministerial dele-
gation returned home flushed with the
success of their diplomatic coup of sorts
in Washington.

The question today is that with a new
administration in Washington that has its
own ideas about its strategic priorities in
Asia but which has of course made it clear
that it is more than willing to sustain the
high level of interest in engaging India,
will it be possible for the Vajpayee admin-
istration to have the same strategic expec-
tations of the Bush establishment as it had
of the Clinton administration, without
having to fulfill similar strategic expecta-
tions from the other side? If indeed Mr.

the new U.S. world view

By Malini Parthasarathy
It is in India’s hands to ensure that the relationshi

Vajpayee and his colleagues have been
leaning on Washington to put pressure on
Islamabad to contain militancy in Kash-
mir and to accept New Delhi’s perspective
of the strained context of relations with
Pakistan, would it be realistic to believe
that the new Bush administration might
not have the unstated but implied calcula-
tion that India would begin to play the
role, albeit subtly, of a countervailing
force in the Asian region against China?
The Vajpayee administration has already
shown that it is not above the temptation
of tapping into the residual Sinophobia
that exists in the corridors of power in
America, as demonstrated in the Prime
Minister's remarks to the U.S. Congress
last September. The real challenge for the
Vajpayee regime now will be to ensure
that the pressure on his Government from
hardliners to adopt a combative policy to-
wards Pakistan does not result in a suc-
cumbing to the temptation of playing up
to the Sinophobia that looks to be on the
ascendant in American foreign policy
considerations.

However it must be underlined that the
initial indications from those who will be
at the helm of shaping the new Bush ad-
ministration’s policy towards India and
South Asia have been weighted in India’s
favour. Gen. Powell has acknowledged
that “India has to be a high priority for
foreign policy activities of the U.S.”” and
that the U.S. will have “to engage more
broadly with India.” Others expected to
play an influential role in the Bush foreign
policy establishment such as Mr. Richard
Armitage and Mr. Richard Haas have spe-
cifically suggested greater attention to In-
dia as an emerging power. Mr. Haas has
gone further to say that India should not
be viewed only within the South Asian
paradigm but given strategic emphasis as
“a potential partner of the United States
and.. potentially even a global actor for
the U.S. to engage.” The key test of India’s
engagement with the new administration
will be to see that the paradigm envisaged
of India as an emerging global power is
maintained with India engaging the
world’s leading powers on its own terms.
It is in India’s hands to ensure that the
relationship with the U.S. is not reduced
to an arena for strategic trade-offs but that
can only happen if Indian diplomacy ac-
quires true autonomy by taking upon it-
self the necessary challenge of dealing
directly with Pakistan.
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WASHINGTON, JAN. 20. Minutes after
he raised his right hand and took
the oath of office, the 43rd Presi-
dent of the United States, Mr. Ge-
orge Walker Bush, promised to
bring “civility, courage, compas
sion and character.”

In an impressive transfer of

power, Mr. Bush first thanked Mr.
Bill Clinton for his service to the
nation and saluted the outgoing
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore, for “a
contest conducted with spirit and
ended with grace.”

Vowing to build a single nation
of “justice and opportunity,” the
new President in his inaugural ad-
dress promised to live and lead by
firm principles: o advance nn
convictions with civility, to pur
sue the public interest with cour-
age, to speak for greater justice
and compassion, to call for re-
sponsibility and try to live it as
well.”

Mr. Bush also called on fellow
citizens to be active participants
in the process. “‘T ask you to be
citizens. Citizens, not spectators.
Responsible citizens, building
communities of service and a na-
tion of character,” the incoming
Republican President remarked.

Reminding Americans  that
what they did was as import,
anything the governme
Bush called on fi citizens “‘to
seek a copnfon good beyond

gfemdH r)it”s interests abroad: Bush

, , R ‘ - il
By Sridhar Krishnaswami ‘/\gcyour comfort, to defend neededq fend our allies and our inter-

reforms against casy attacks, to
serve your nation beginning with
vour neighbour.”

The 19th Republican President
and the first Texas Governor to
assume the exalted office, Mr.
Bush used the same Bible as Ge-
orge Washington did, which was
also used by his father during his
swearing-in 1989,

In his 14-minute address after
the formal oath-taking, Mr. Bush
said some believed that politics
can afford to be petty because in a
time of peace the stakes of the de-
bate appeared smaller.

“But the stakes for America are
never small. If our country does
not lead the cause of freedom, it
will not be led. If we do not turn
the hearts of children toward
knowledge and character, we will
lose their gifts and undermine
their idealism. If we permit our
cconomy to drift and decline, the
vulnerable will suffer most,”” Mr.
Bush pointed out.

At a time when there is appre-
hension in some quarters that a
Bush administration’s foreign
policy would be inward loo-
king,the new President had this to
say: “The enemies of liberty and
our country should make no mis-
take.

America remains engaged in
the world by history and by
choice, shaping a balance of pow-
er that favours freedom. We will

A oy
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ests. We will show purpose with-
out arrogance. We will meet
aggression and bad faith with re-
solve and strength.”

During the course of his ad-
dress Mr. Bush also spelt out
some of the priorities of his ad-
ministration and he started with
the pledge of reclaiming Ameri-
ca’s schools before ignorance and
apathy claimed more young lives.

Then he went on to social secu-
rity and medicare,reducing taxes,
recover the momentum of econo-
my. “We will build our defences
beyond challenge, lest weakness
invite challenge. We will confront
weapons of mass destruction, so
that a new century is spared new
horrors,” Mr. Bush observed.

The inauguration was not with-
out its share of protests even if the
security was extremely tight in
and around the Capitol. But the
weather trned out in favour of
the new President — it was cold
and misty, but the rain, sleet and
snow did not make it as feared.

The Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court, Mr. William Rehn-
quist, read the oath of office to
both the Vice President, Mr. Ri-
chard Cheney and the President.

Before going through the for-
mal ceremonies in the West Front
of the Capitol, the incoming Pres-
ident and the Vice- President,
their wives came for the tradition-
al coffee at the White House.
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The meeting with the outgoing
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and
the Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore,
was cordial after which the out-
going and the incoming Presi-
dents  vode  together  in a
limousine to the Capitol.

Among the prominent guesis
were Mr, Bush's parents, the for-
mer President, Mr. George Herb-
ert Walker Bush and Mrs. Barbara
Bush; and the former President.
MrJimmy Carter and his wife, Ms.
Rosalind Carter.

Forty years ago, Joseph Kenne
dy saw his son, John F. Kennedy,
taking office. On Saturday it was
the turn of the elder Bush. And
eight years ago, it was the elder
Bush who had to welcome the
President-elect Mr. Clinton to the
White House before relinquishing
office. Today, it was the turn of
Mr. Clinton inviting another Bush
to the White House.

The last time a President was
elected without winning the pop-
ular vote was in 1888. Mr. Bush. in
the elections of 2000, beat My,
Gore by a margin of one vote in
the Electoral College.

‘The incoming Republican Pres-
ident had won 30 States but still
Mr. Gore outpolled him by more
than one-and-a half- million
votes. More than ninety per cent
of African Americans voted for
Mr. Gore — something that hag
been taken note of by the
lican President.
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~U.S. will review policies on lIraq,
'y North Korea, says Powell

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 18. The Secretary of
State-designate, Gen. Colin Powell,
outlined a foreign policy framework in
the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee that did not have any major sur-
prises, be it on major issues such as
the National Missile Defence or on
how Washington would deal with its
allies and adversaries.

But early on in the confirmation
process. Gen. Powell made it clear
that the incoming Bush administra-
tion had neither the intention nor the
inclination to be isolationist.

Gen. Powell told Republicans and

Democrats on the Senate panel that
the Bush administration would review
some of the existing policies in critical
areas like North Korea, [raq and West
Asia. \,\Sj '\7\'\
“We must be involvedsccording to
our national interests and not in some
haphazard way that seems more dic-
tated by the crisis of the day than by
serious. thoughtful foreign policy”,
the former Four Star General re-
marked.

Republicans and Democrats on the
panel wasted no time in heaping
praises on Gen. Powell even while try-
ing to find some areas of disagree-
ments.

So impressed were the Senators
that a third session scheduled for
Thursday has been cancelled; instead,
the law makers will meet that after-
noon to decide whether to recom-
mend that the Senate confirm Gen.
Powell. In fact, the Commnittee Chair-

man, Senator Joseph Biden, Demo-
crat of Delaware, told the Secretary of
State designate, "'l have no doubt,
General, that you will be confirmed.”

To the Conservatives on the Senate
panel, Gen. Powell had the right
messages, be it with respect to the Na-
tional Missile Defence system, Russia
or China. And to the Democrats and
other sceptics, he was gentle and con-
vincing enough not to warrant a
slanging match on the pros and cons
of a policy or an approach. On the
NMD, Gen. Powell argued that it was
important to look at missile defence
within the context of the entire strate-
gic framework.

“This framework includes offensive
nuclear weapons, our command and
control systems, our intelligence sys-
tems, arms control including our non-

~proliferation efforts and missile de-
fence. No one thinking soundly,
logically would construct a strategic
framework with offence only”, Gen.
Powell argued, going on to make the
point that with the complete frame-
work, the U.S. will be better off in its
relations with both friends and foes.

The bottomline, according to Gen.
Powell, is that the NMD would de-
pend on the development of reliable
technology and after this, establishing
that there was a real threat to be
countered.

In the course of his remarks, Gen.
Powell also made it clear that the in-
coming President was not going to ask
the Senate to reconsider the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

IHE H

Regionally, Gen. Powell made a
number of observations, including on
India and the future of bilateral rela-
tions.

But those in the Committee and
elsewhere who believe that the out-
going Clinton administration had sac-
rificed its interests in the Asia-Pacific
by forging an unnccessary close rela-
tionship with China, would have been
delighted to hear what Gen. Powell
had to say on allies in the Asia-Pacific
and China.

Gen. Powell told law makers that
the Bush administration will support
ongoing efforts by European allies to
improve their defence capabilities as
long as it strengthens the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organisation. “‘To our West,
across the Pacific, a similar bedrock
exists. It is our strong relationships
with our Asia-Pacific allies and
friends, particularly Japan. All else in
the Pacific and East Asia flows from
those strong relationships”, Gen. Po-
well told the Senate panel.

Reiterating the known theme that
China is not a strategic partner, but a
competitor and a potential regional
rival, Gen. Powell argued that the U.S.
should engage China. “But it is not
wise to think that China will move at
our pace. It will move at its pace”, he
said. In putting forth the known "One
China" principle, he assured Conser-
vatives on the panel that the Bush ad-
ministration would oppose
reunification by force and Taiwan’s
defence needs would be provided for

as in the past. /
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~Powell may be

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \Ao “tary of State. Aside’fr nl having a

WASHINGTON, JAN. 17. At a time
when his fellow Conservative and
Republican nominee, Mr. john
Ashceroft, is being put through
some testy time at the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, the Secretary
of State-designate, Gen. Colin Po-
well, faces a Committee of his
own today. The Senate Foreign
Relations Committee starts the
two day process for the former
. four-star general this morning.

That Gen. Powell and Mr. Ash-
croft are facing almost two differ-
ent environments is not of any
major surprise given the different
intensity of personal feelings that
the two posts bring. In the case of
Gen. Powell, the issues are more
outside of the American main-
stream thinking whereas in the
case of Mr. Ashcroft, it has bro-
ught to the fore such basic issues
as right to life and race relations.

Gen. Powell who had a very dis-
tinguishing career in the U.S. Ar-
iny spanning 35 years is expected
to be confirmed without any diffi-
culty. And when that formally
takes places he will be the first
African-American to be the Secre-

non-controversial trhck record
thus far, Gen. Powell’d strength is
seen in his being cadtious; in a
general reluctance to use Amer-
ican military force; and firmly
pegging commitments to national
interests.

For all the generalities of the
Bush administration’s foreign
policy that has been talked about,
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee can be expected to be
more specific in asking Gen. Po-
well the basic parametres of for-
eign policy, both with respect to
change and continuity. Of interest
to the members will be the CTBT
which he backed and one that was
rejected by the Senate.

Of immediate interest is Gen.
Powell’s views on the National
Missile Defence system. For all
the enthusiasm of the Bush ad-
ministration on the NMD, Gen.
Powell is said to be urging for
some caution partly due to the
strong reservations on the impli-
cations to the arms control pact
with Russia. Gen. Powell is not ex-
pected to face any embarrassing
exchanges but Conservative Re-

TuE HINDL

uizzed on NMD

publicans will not give up easily
on the NMD. For instance, Mr.
Jesse Helms, the senior Republi-
can on the Foreign Relations

Committee, has said that the 1972

Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty is not
legally binding.

Gen. Powell will also be heard
carefully on East Asia, particularly |

the Bush administration’s policies
on North Korea; the Balkans and
the nature and scope of continued
American presence and relations
with Russia. In general, the in-
coming Bush team has been quite
sceptical of over-reaching in the
global arena, especially in the ab-
sence of exit strategies.

But Gen. Powell’s confirmation
hearing comes a day after the
tenth anniversary of the Gulf War;
and for all the noise that was Be-
ing made of driving “Saddam”
out of Kuwait, there is also the
constant reminder that the Iraqi
leader is “still around”, taunting
the U.S. and its allies in every
fashion he can. Gen. Powell is also
going through the confirmation
process at a time when the sanc-
tions regime against Baghdad is
falling apart.

J



'//Ba/ghdad, Jan. 14 (Agencies): A
group of American activists land-
ed in Baghdad on Saturday to de-
liver books and medicine and join
the ranks of dozens of countries
that have mounted symbolic chal-
lenges to sanctions on the Arab
nation.

The 27 Americans arrived on a
Royal Jordanian plane from
Amman, Jordan, the.latest of
dozens of flights to reach Iraq in
recent months following 10 years
of UN sanctions that had essen-
tially banned air travel.

“We're probably the first
Americans who have flown over
Iraq for a long time who haven’t
brought bombs,” said James Jen-
nings, organiser of the trip, which
includes religious and humanitar-
ian groups from 10 US cities.

“All these people have come to-
gether to show that there are
many thousands of Americans
who are concerned about the dev-
astating effects of these sanc-
tions,” Jennings said.

. N7 V.
Americans snub

sanctions

Wi

The Americans did not request
US authorisation for their trip.
However, they did not technically
violate the sanctions placed on
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of
Kuwait.

Jordan, which owns the air-
line, sent a passenger and cargo
list to the UN sanctions committee
for approval before the flight to
Iraq, officials said.

“Down USA” is painted in
large black letters on the sidewalk
at the entrance to the Saddam In-
ternational Airport and similar
handwritten signs are posted
throughout the massive terminal
building.

on Iraq
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However, a delegation of more
than 140 Iragis led by health min-
ister Omed Medhat Mubarak
warmly greeted the Americans on
the tarmac on a cold, foggy day.

But the US administration
kept up pressure on the Saddam
Hussein regime, with President
Bill Clinton approving a $12-mil-
lion plan to help Iraqi Opposition
groups distribute food and medi-
cine in clandestine forays into
Iraqi government-controlled
areas, the Washington Post report-
ed on Sunday.

The aim of the potentially
high-risk operation is to foster op-
position to Saddam, the daily said.

15 au 0

The Clinton administration
submitted its plan to support the
Iraqi National Congress (INC), an
umbrella group of Opposition
groups, to Congress on Wednes-
day. Congress late last year ear-
marked funding for the scheme
arid gave the administration until
January to submit its plan.

The money will be used to help
the INC reestablish an operation
inside the US-protected “safe
area” of northern Iraq, according
to the daily. The INC was ousted
from the area by Hussein's forces
in 1996.

The eight-page plan outlined
how the INC will distribute food,
medicine and other humanitarian
aid in Kurd-dominated northern
Iraq. The Opposition group will
also mount a propaganda cam-
paign with satellite television
broadcasts, radio broadcasts and
a weekly newspaper. The INC “is
very conscious of the risk it
faces,” a senior USfﬁcial told the
newspaper.
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“New Indo-Pak. initiative ‘home grown’

SOUTH ASIA / INDERFURTH LISTS ‘ACCOMPLISHMENTS’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 11. The main element of the
evolving relationship between the United
States and India over the last few years has
been the way the two countries have taken on
bilateral relations — candour along with a
broad-based approach that moved away from
the single issue agenda of the past, says the
outgoing Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asia, Mr. Karl Inderfurth. .

In his farewell meeting with South Asia Jolr-
nalists at the State Department here on
Wednesday, Mr. Inderturth said though New
Delhi and Washington had been exploring the
full range of the relationship, it would be upto
the new Bush administration to address the

- remaining issues such as sanctions. The same

would go for designating the Lashkar-c-Taiba

a terrorist outfit. t\%@i g A"
FFor a person who h4s-been part of three

transitions, Mr. Inderfurth said he and other
senior colleagues had briefed the Secretary of
State-designate, Gen. Colin Powell, on the
challenges and opportunities in the region.
Gen. Powell was fullv engaged, had a lot of
questions and took a lot of notes.

“It was a good session,” the senior official of
the Clinton administration noted. Besides
State Department officials dealing with South
Asia, there were representatives from the De-
partments of Defence, Commerce and Energy;
the USTR, Mr. Edmund Hull dealing with
Counter-Terrorisin, Mr. Robert Einhorn, As-
sistant Secretary of State for Non-Prolifera-
tion, and Ms. Julia Taft, who takes care of the
refugees issues. The U.S. Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Mr. William Milam, was also present.

S. Asia getting its due
Stating that the U. 5. did not want the op-

portunities with South Asja wasted, Mr. In-
derfurth talked of the accomplishments and
disappointments of the last three and a half
years. )

On the “accomplishments” side would be
that from being the ‘“‘backside’” pf the Amer-
ican diplomatic globe, the regioh was finally
getting the attention and priority it deserved;
that the U.S. apart from successfully re-intro-
ducing itself to India had begun to deal with
countries in the region on their own merits;
and that the visits of President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, to India in March and that of the Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, to the United
States in September last had resulted in a clos-
er relationship.

Of specific accomplishments, he said the
Clinton administration in December 1998 had
successfully resolved the Pakistan F-16s issue
with a financial and commodities re-payment
arrangement; and recently the long-standing
issue of Nepal-Bhutan refligees was resolved
and the process of verification begun.

As a “disappointments’ and generally, the
U. S. would have liked more progress on end-
ing conflicts in the region; the nuclear tests of
1998 and the Kargil conflict had caused great
concern; and Washington had been trying to
use its influence and support to see parties
reduce tensions between India and Pakistan,
including over Kashmir.

Sanctions against Taliban

Another disappointment would be Afghan-
istan, where the U.S. States after making a
brief peace attempt in 1998 was pushing for
sanctions against the Taliban as also hoping
that Osama bin Laden would leave Afghan-
istan and brought to justice.

That apart, Mr. Inderfurth said, the U.S.
continued to be the largest provider of hu-
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manitarian assistance to Afghanistan totalling
nearly $120 million.

On the ongoing conflict in Sri Lanka, he said
the U.S. strongly supported Norway’s peace
efforts and hoped for a lasting solution that
addressed the legitimate grievances of all -
cluding the Tamils.

Asked to comment on Washington's role in
the evolving new detente in the region be-
tween India and Pakistan, Mr. Inderfurth said
the unfolding process was ““home grown”" and
was not coming from the outside; others were
very interested expressing support; and that
hopefully the serious dialogue amongst the
parties would be positive and productive. The
U.S. would very much want to see the resump-
tion of a direct Indo- Pakistan dialogue.

Mr. Inderfurth said the U. S. was aware of
the struggles under way in Pakistan between
the jehadis and the forces of moderation; and
that Washington had always supported a di-
rection in Pakistan consistent with what its
founding father Jinnah had called for. Keeping
in mind the issues of moderation and extre-
mism, a legislation had recently been passed
by the U.S. Congress enabling direct funding
to education in Pakistan with the outgoing ad-
ministration asking the incoming team to give
several million dollars for the purpose.

Mzr. Inderfurth, however, did not wish to be
drawn into speculating on the new adminis-
tration’s policies towards the region or who
would succeed him at the South Asia Bureau.

Confident that his successor would do as well

“if not better”, South Asia was a “plum assign-
ment’ at the State Department and had every-
thing for everyone, be it a policy wonk, a

people’s person, one with an interest in reh-
gion or a geography buff, he said.
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MR. Bl {. CLINTON, outgoing U.S. President, is
left with little time to broker a decisive phase of
the intractable negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians for determining the outlines of
a settlement. But both the Jewish state and the
Arab countries, whose core interests converge
on the Palestinian issue, are wary of the very
idea of a quick fix at this stage. They are con-
cerned about the political price they might have
to pay now to clinch a possible settlement. For
his part, Mr. Clinton, too, seems to be evaluating
the long-term implications of any hasty peace
settlement that could mean a differential cost to
each of the major players on the West Asian
scene. Yet, he is obviously willing to confront
the Israelis and the Palestinians with ideas that
will not meet the litmus test of the conventional
wisdom inherent in the principles of either
fand-for-peace or peace-for-peace. These wide-
ly recognised principles vary in scope, but the
competing theories are not really in conflict.
Under one, a peace dividend is said to be pos-
sible only if Israel vacates all Arab territories that
it seized in wars. The other notion is that peace
is attainable in West Asia it Israel and its ad-
versaries  willingly enter into agreements
through negotiations based on mutual accom-
modation. Mr. Clinton’s latest proposals are
transparently anchored to the principle of
peace-for-peace.

The enormously arduous road to peace in
West Asia -— the Israel-Palestinian front includ-
ed in particular — is strewn with many discard-
ed propositions as also the
political-psychological debris of the several
wars that have followed the creation of Israel.
Indeed, very little substantive progress has been
achieved since the Madrid peace conference of
the early 1990s and the commencement of the
Oslo process. The timetables for various aspects
of negotiations, outlined early in the process,
have virtually remained a dead letter. The Arabs
find it easy to blame Israel's ‘mindset’, and there

" WEIGHING THE COST OF ‘PEACE’
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is much justification for their anger. Most im-
portantly, it stands to reason that the larger in-
ternational community should empathise with
the Palestinians’ sense of anguish that Israel of-
ten appears lukewarm about acknowledging
their right to statehood in letter and in spirit of
the peace process of the early 1990s. Yet, it is not
inconceivable that the Jewish state should also
want to safeguard its security interests consis-
tent with the political aspirations of the Arabs.
The bottom line for a durable peace in West Asia
is that lsrael’s perceived origin as a state 'im;
posed’ <n the Arabs is somehow addressed Ao
the satistaction of both sides.
Mr. Clinton’s latest proposals s to go
qualitatively beyond any previous formula in
bringing the Arabs closer to the choice which
they really need to make in the final analysis
about the political space that they may have to
concede to Israel. The critical proposition in Mr.
Clinton’s reported new package is that the Pal-
estinians and other Arabs must consider giving
up the insistence that the refugees displaced by
Israel be allowed to return to their old homes.
On the face of it, this idea will deeply hurt the
Arab psyche despite the practical difficulties of
resettling several millions of refugees. However,
the Arabs have been asked to mull over a con-
cession of this magnitude only in conjunction
with the demand that Israel allow the Palesti-
nians to exercise sovereignty over a celebrated
mosque and some other quarters in Jerusalem.
Not surprisingly, the Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, has shown commendable states-
manship by indicating his willingness to eval-
uate these and other new ideas put forward by
Mr. Clinton. Mr. Arafat has of course insisted on
doing so in the light of his own interpretations
and reservations about them, and the Arab For-
eign Ministers have reaffirmed the right of the
refugees to return to their original homes. This
only reflects the difficulty of divorcing the idea
of land-for-peace from that of peace-for-peace/
7/

THE HINDU

%
} P

M

i

{1



"pres 9y ‘esodand ay3 10y
sjuels aanjueisqns pue [enba
9pISE 198 PINOM SJUSTUISA0S
Yiog “Inoqey pryo jo weiqoxd
9y} ap¥ory 03 dn 188 S99 IWUI0D
Sunjrom pue payuspl
9q p[nom sainsnput o1 ‘elpuy
qym ewrwreadoxd osaryersdood
e jo jied sy  aeyjaSo; op
PINod Y81 @Y} pue epuy 18ym
aqoxd 0} 8q pnom epuede sy}
swrely 03 Aem au( "AWOU0dD
UeIpu] 01 s1eueq fepue)sqns
ojerouad im weysks uedo
arow e jey) orqnd uerpuy ayy
0} JRIJSUCWAP 0} SALIS [[IM
ISNI) ] JRY} SUO ‘UonRIISIUTWIPE
ysng oyjs ul oaagoadsied
ysagj e wWok Jgousq [[m
uonenodeu apea) pue £oed0ApE
[BIDIOWWOY  Jo HIOM Oy,
‘pres 93919 I\ ‘ser) epelj uQ

"S901AL8S pue spood
uelpuy pue g} 9y} 03 s)eNILW
Buruado pue suwoes QATV/ATH

Aluysny

e Sunse; pue Jurdojesep
pue suoijelex Krenu
-03-A1eyITw Suloueyus ‘aSueyo
sjewtd [eqol§ Suissaippe
‘wisLiontey Bunysdy oNI sensst
[eX940s uo 918I10d000 0} paaide
ARy Vg 943 pue epuj
‘pres aq ‘adur st Linjuen
181¢ 9y Joj drysuonyeax
oTwBUAp B piIng 03 Ajrungroddo
9y} ‘eafedlfep ap £Aq 3sia
wimnjal popieSer-[jam 9y} pue
JISIA S UORUI)) IA] JO SS900NS YY)
‘SLI0f0 9S8Y)} Jo JMSaI 8 8y,
'S913 §[1-0pU] oY) Ul payxjewun
aouapyyuod pue Aousiedsuery
10} prepumjis e jos dokedfep
Iy pue Uuoul[) I Usamiaq
SUOTIBSIOAUO0D auoydaia)
Y3 “jo1yu0d [13xey] oy Suning
‘pres #gso[e)) I ‘BIPUf
juspuadepur Yjim S91} JINoO
Jo AI0IS1Y 81} Ul SUOIIRSISAUOD
paure}sns pue snoLias ‘IOIU9s
JS0W 9y} Iem ‘YBuig juemsep

P

I ‘aejsTuim udreao] uerpuj
oy} pue ‘yoqie], aqorg I
‘ajels jo ALrejeaoes Lmdop gn)
3y} usamjeq sy[es uorjetayrjoad
-uou paadSLy-ueIygog oYy,
'SUOTye[a1 Yg[]-eIpuy ut
PIYs dOljeWeRIp € J0J JX01U0d 9Y)
papraoad  [iS1ey] ojur uones)
-[yut pajroddns-ueystyeJ,

jsutede  Iem  gggl  ounp

9y} pres Jopessequy 9y,
‘pres ay | ‘ssauisnq
ane Jou SI Jey], ‘BIpU] I0j
S9UIBPUNOY MU MeIp 03 Suikiy
U 218 AL TSIUIWUIIA0S
1UBISIed  pue  uwepuy oy
U83m}9q pue Jruyseyq Jo ajdoad
a1} pue vIpul usomiaq AJ30aaIp
Ypum jfeep oq pnoys uejqoid
9y, Adrjod  vouadyiajul

LLd — 's1edxe 4q posnjep sem puw apojdxe jou
PIp apeuaid ay} yng "uorjes sotjod oyj sem 10818 Y} owny STy [,
‘refueyy] je urele Yonns spuRN[IW 9Yj “I9JB[ SOINUIW U],
‘pres urwiseyods ayj ‘ SNOLIS, aq 0} pojels
Sem Wdy) Jo Inoj 9I9YM [eIIdsoy 03 paysna aiom paunfut Sy,

‘popordxa

pue 30318} SY Jo 1I0YS [jo] 31 Inq peeng ySi ySuig ey uo
ATpUBy UBWNUEH Ul 39)91d JQ B 18 pawie sem apeusssd EURS

‘Aepo) oy stueyIut Aq o jos

uotsojdxs opeusds [nyiemod e ur paanfur sdem ‘[ouuosiad JASg
Inoy Sutpnpur ‘o[doed usAds-flUBM], — ¢ ‘uwep UVOVNINS

1SV18 JVOVUNINS NI GIANNOM L2

Ut 9jppaw

v

-uou $31 U0 Wy ST yS[] Y
‘pres a1s9[a)) Ay ‘Aepoy Lorjod
ino epms 0] senunuod puw
usy} A[Ie9[> paje[nIIME Ssem
ango[eIp pomalial pue 30U[0IA
paonpal ‘foxuo) jo aury oy
105 ppedsar 0] Suijes aSessow
STH ‘uejspjed jo srdood sy
07 Yooads pasiasfe) STy [[13 48A0
j0u sem N0} URIPU] SUOIWI[)
g juepiseid ‘suerpu] Auew
104 "Iedd jse[ 101yuco [iieyy
9y} souls ySry Aj[eoeds ussq
9ABY YOIYM UR}STHBJ PUE BIpU]
U99M)9q SUOISUI) IN0qe SPUsLY
S.BIPU] JO AUBW JO UISOU0D
oY} saxeys Anunod L,
'Pres 8y ‘arurysesy
Ul sI9peoy Jo oSued apIm B (M
s¥[e} aanyueisqus ur afedue
03 s)ope seipu] 109dsor om
Aym st jeyy, pres 93893 Iy
‘90UII0IA JIMPAI 03 SBLIJUNOD
y19q Aq uayey sdays ey

T N a

™~

THE ST ATESMAN

-@y8msuo)) & 1S
pojruf) ey} pue oaier .0)
1o Jequey) - UedPWY
-opu] oy} Aq pestueSie aanjoo[
[eLIoWaW  UooUl] wWeyeiqy
9y} JULIBAI[OpP sem o[

"UOISUSIXa 871 PUB JAZJO |
oIyyesead uezwey soofedfe)

ueysyg [eyy Iy pspnerdde
9 -onsst

aloyer] oY} Ul pIUOISIAUD
§€ UejsTyed pue BIPU] Ud8MIdq
andoterp jo uondumsar oyy o]
po[[e? 218979 4 pIeydry I
‘Aepo)
pies elpu] 03 Iopessequiy
S0 oy “aruuysey| jo sydoad oy
pue uejsmyej ‘eipuj £q Ap3oaurp
paA(os aq pinoys wepqoxd oy
S[@3] 11 sk ‘anssl JWIYSEY] oY}
Ul 918fI9)UI 0} JOU Paplosp sey
VSN 9UL — "G "UBL TYNNHHD

8

t

)7,.. AN

4q ppadeinoous sem ygn ey, A > ~A FDIA¥IS SMIN NYWSILVIS

I\
jou
)

Jruysey] 9y} o3 |
uonn[os JSBJ B 0] UOLJRAB[O(] !

\\_ <“=\ )



AP & AFP

JERUSALEM., Jan. 3. — Both
Israel and Palestine have
agreed to US President Mr Bill
Clinton’s proposal to resume
peace talks. Israel will send
negotiators to Washington in
the next few days. an Israeli
official said on Wednesday.

Palestinian leader Mr Arafat
“accepted with his inter-
pretations™ Mr Clinton’s fram-
ework for an accord. said Has-
san Abdel Rahman, the head
of the PLO’s office in
Washington.

Israel made known its dec-
1sion after a brief meeting of
Security Cabinet late on Wed-
nesday, said Mr Amit Zimmer,
a spokesman for transport
minister Amnon Lipkin-Sha-
hak, who participated in the
session.

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr
Clinton talked over telephone
to Mr Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Mr Ehud Barak

“What we have to do now is
work with both sides to see if
we can reconcile those res-
ervations,” White House
spokesman Mr Jake Siewert

after the
phone calls.
“The President
is committed to
trying.”

said

Israel’s
decision came
only a day after
Prime Minister
Mr Ehud Barak
said his gove-
rnment cut off
all contacts with
Palestinian
officials and in
the weeks rem-
aining until Isr-
ael’'s 6 February would focus
on suppressing Palestinian vi-
olence.

Despite Mr Barak’s tough
talk, a last-minute peace deal
with the Palestinians was
widely seen as Mr Barak’s last
chance to win re-election.

Mr Clinton’s formula would
establish a Palestinian state
on about 95 per cent of the
West Bank and give the
Palestinians some control in
East Jerusalem.

But the Palestinians are
demanding certification of a
right of Palestinian refugees to

injuries.

LEBANON ATTACKED

TEL AVIV, Jan. 3. — Israelis
attacked south Lebanon with
artillery fire this morning in
response to the firing of three
mortar shells, apparently by
Hezbollah guerrillas, at Israeli
army positions in the Har Dov
area on the
Lebanon, army radio reported.
Israeli warplanes were also
sent to the area, it said. There
were no immediate reports of
-~ DPA

West Asia foes ué&epf
Clinton talks offer’

v LIV ,”,

return to
Israel, from
which  they
were expelled
at Israel’s
founding in
1 9 4 8 .
Including de-
scendants,
this could in-

border with volve some
five million
Arabs.
Mr Yossi
Beilin, Isr-
ael’'s dovish
justice  mi-

nister, earlier in the day said
in an Israeli television inter-
view that “if, in fact, positive
answers are given, and if,
indeed, efforts are made to
prevent the continuation of the
violence and terrorism, we will
be prepared to meet with the
Palestinians and reach, with
the help of the USA, in the
coming days, understandings
and agreements that will be
able to prepare for the more
detailed negotiations that will
lead to a permanent peace
agreement between them and
us.”

Mr Zalman Shoval a former
Israeli ambassador to
Washington, and member of
the staff of Likud leader Ariel
Sharon, who will face Mr
Barak in an election on 6
February was skeptical of Mr
Barak’s tactics.

Mr Shoval said the
“clarifications” that Mr
Clinton gave to Mr Arafat
were” further proof” that Mr
Barak gave Mr Clinton “a
green light in advance for
further concessions, even
beyond those he had already
made.”

According to Palestinian
sources, Mr Clinton told Mr
Arafat if he wanted changes it
was up to the Palestinians and
Israel to try to see if they could
be arranged.

Mr Clinton proposed 12 days
of negotiations, and Mr Arafat
agreed to lower-level neg-
otiations, said the sources,
insisting on anonymity.

In two meetings at the White
House on Tuesday, Mr Arafat
“presented our position in a
positive way,” head of the
PLO’s office in Washington.
Hassan Abdel Rahman said.
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HE COMING few days will be ex-

tremely crucial for West Asia.

They will decide the personal

fates of the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, and the lsraeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak. Even more
importantly, we will see, before the end
of this week, how the entire region of
West Asia will evolve over the coming
years, whether Israel will finally obtain
the recognition, however grudging, of its
Arab neighbours, allowing it to live in a
reasonably secure environment and its
citizens to move about free from the fear
of suicide bombs and whether the Pal-
estinian state, which, if not quite around
the corner, is quite close to it, will enjoy a
reasonably livable relationship with Is-
rael which it would certainly need.

The trigger for the spate of extremely
hectic activity which shall be witnessed
over the next days is the last-ditch effort
of the U. S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to
break the deadlock between lIsracel and
the Palestinians by offering his own
bridging proposals. As is known, the
Camp David Summit in July had broken
down essentially over the issue of jerusa-
lem. Mr. Arafat was insisting on sover-
eignty over East Jerusalem which Mr.
Barak could not concede

Since then, much biood has been shed
in the streets of the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip as well as Israel. A very large per-
centage of the 350 lives lost was Palesti-
nian. This has greatly weakened the
negotiating position of both leaders, It
followed that both sides must gain
something and give up something if a
deal is to be struck in the remaining days
of the Clinton Presidency.

Details of Mr. Clinton's proposals
have not been released. In fact, there is
no written text of the proposals. Howev-
er, enough has been leaked out to form a
fairly good picture of what is involved. Of
the three issues hoiding up agreement,
the one relating to territory, surprisingly,
appears to be the least difficult to re-
solve. The Palestinians want 100 per cent

9\

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

Mr. Clinton’s proposals on West Asia offer something
significant to both sides and demand equally
substantial concessions from each.

of the West Bank, in fact a return to the
pre-1967 line.

Israel will not and cannot agree, for
two reasons. First, thousands of Jewish
settlers will be left under the jurisdiction
of the future Palestinian state. Second,
Israel says it is strategically vital for it to
control a corridor along the Jordan river
to ensure that it will not be subjected to
any invasion from the east. A compro-
mise has all along been envisaged
whereby the Palestinians will receive ter-
ritory equivalent to 100 per cent of the
West Bank, almost all of it in the West
Bank itself, but a small part elsewhere,
possibly in the Negev.

Mr. Clinton is reported to have sug-
gested 95 per cent in the West Bank and
5 per cent somewhere else. This four to
five per cent of the West Bank, in which
80 per cent of the settlers live, will be
annexed to Israel. Mr. Arafat is holding
out for 96 to 97 per cent. Obviously, this
issue is not a deal-breaker. A closely re-
lated issue is Israel’s demand to station
its own troops in the Jordan river corri-
dor for a fixed number of years. Israel is
insisting on this period being three years
whereas the other side wants to restrict it
to two years. The gap does not seem un-
bridgeable.

The other two issues are infinitely
more complex and emotion-charged: Je-
rusalem and refugees. Mr. Clinton seems
to have proposed that the Palestinians
will be given sovereignty over the Tem-
ple Mount or Al Haram Al Sharif. The
Palestinians will refrain from any digging
or carrying out archaeological excava-
tions beneath the Temple Mount or its
vicinity. Israel will have sovereignty over
the Western Wall or the Wailing Wall.

The old city, which, for most people, is
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synonymous with Jerusalem, will thus
have divided sovereignty, roughly in
equal parts. The Arab neighbourhoods
of East Jerusalem will go to Palestine un-
der its sovereignty and large settlement
blocks such as Ma’ale Adumim will form
part of an enlarged Jerusalem.

In return for this gain, Mr. Arafat will
have to agree to make a very major and,
for him, an extremely difficult, aimost
impossible, concession. The Palesti-
nians will be required to give up the right
of return for the refugees who have been
living in exile since the 1948 war, and
whose right to return to their homes in
what is now Israel has been affirmed in
countless resolutions of the United Na-
tions, starting with resolution 194 of
1948. Return would be allowed on hu-
manitarian grounds such as family re-
unification, but the others will have the
right of returning only to the homeland
offered by the new Palestinian state.

The refugees are a volatile constitu-
ency for the Palestinian leadership. Mr.
Arafat has to worry not just about the
opposition parties, Hamas and Jihad,
but also his own supporters. On the oth-
er hand, Israel regards this issue as one
of life and death. An additional one mil-
lion Palestinians, if not all the 3.5 million
registered with United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, will permanently de-
stroy the Jewish character of the Israeli
state.

While some people believe that this is
bound to happen at some point of time
in the future, given the near zero rate of
growth of the Jewish population and the
3.5 to four per cent growth among the
Arab population of Israel, no Israeli lead-
er of any persuasion will agree to what
they perceive as a certain doom of their
state by agreeing to a large influx of Pal-

estinians. An international fund to com-
pensate the refugees will be set up.

Mr. Barak has said openly that if he
succeeds in reaching an agreement with
Mr. Arafat, he expects to win huge in the
prime ministerial elections to be held on
February 6. He has indicated that if Mr.
Arafat accepts the American ideas, Israel
will also need to accept them.

The most recent polis in Israel suggest
a majority against the package, but this
could change under the dynamics of the
peace process and the hopes and expec-
tations of living in security at home as
well as the prospect of gaining the ac-
ceptance of the Arab and the wider in-
ternational community.

For Mr. Arafat, the stakes are equally,
if not more, vital. While he may not mind
being accused of missing yet another op-
portunity, he certainly must weigh care-
fully the odds of getting a better deal at
some point of time in future.

Egypt's President, Mr. Hosni Muba-
rak, is reported to have advised Mr. Ara-
fat that he might get better terms
through war but certainly not through
peace. [f Mr. Ariet Sharon wins the Israeli
election in February, as well he could in
the absence of an agreement, the chanc-
es for a peaceful peace would recede by
many years.

The prima fucie positive feature of Mr.
Clinton’s proposals is that they offer
something significant to both sides and
demand equally substantial concessions
from each.

Can Mr. Arafat convince his own peo-
ple that obtaining sovereignty over the
Haram Al Sharif and East Jerusalem,
with the Palestinian flag flying over the
sacred Muslim monument, is enough of
a diplomatic, and indeed military, victo-
ry and more than makes up for aban-
doning the Palestinians’ right of return?
One must always expect the unexpected
in West Asia.



Arafat-Clinton
meet crucial

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 2. The scheduled
mecting later today of the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton and the
Pafestintan  leader, Mr. Yasser
Aratat, is being billed as crucial,
three weeks before the American
President leaves oftice.

Nor much is being said about
the “urgent” trip of the Palesti-
nian leader but agency reports say
that the visit materialised after an
hour-iong telephone  conversa-
fion between Mr. Arafat and Mr.
clinton. Mr. Aratat is  visiting
washington to get a response to
some guestions raised by the Pal-
estinian side, it is being reported.

According to a report, during
the conversation, the Palestinian
leader apparently told the U.S.
President not to pressure him on
auy issue and that a formal ve-
sponse to what has aiready been
put forth will come only after cer-
tain  clariticaiions have been
made. it does not necessarily
mean that the Palestinians will
give their response in Washing-
ton, but the meeting with Mr.
Clintoir will be decisive,” a senior
Palestinian official has been quot-
ed as saving. The White Touse,
while confirming the meeting of
the leaders, said it would help en-
sure @ Ucomimon understanding
of the parameters” the President
had put forth. v 500 /o g)-

In ihie course of the severa
peace indtiatives of the Clinton
administration, the Palestinians
have consistently raised serious
questions on core issues such as
the future of Jerusalem, the Jew-
ish settfements and the fate of the
Palestinian refugees. The Palesti-
nian side has reservations on an
American proposal to give limited
soverignty over parts of Jerusa-
lem, including the Temple Mount
in exchange for relinquishing the
right of return of refugees to Is-
rael. What has complicated the is-
sue is the continuing violence in
the region which will have an im-
pact on the elections to be held in
Isvael on February 6.
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"USA, Israel sign
«~war crnnes iv
N court treaty \

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, Jan. 1. — Paving the
way for the first permanent
international war crimes court,
the United States signed a

1998 Rome treaty and was
immediately followed by Israel,
which in reversal of its pigiv-
ious stand, consented to §l
countries  supporting te
establishment of the court.

The court, which will try war
crimes, genocide and crimes
against humanity, is to be
established at The Hague after
the treaty 1s ratified by 60
countries.

“In taking this action, we
reaffirm strong support for
international accountability
and bringing to justice perpe-
trators of genocide, war crimes
and crimes against humanity,”
the US President, Mr Bill
Clinton, said after signing the
treaty yesterday, hours before
the 31 December 2000 deadline.

He, however, said that
significant flaws in the treaty
must be corrected before he
could recommend it to the
Senate for its ratification.

Following USA’s lead, the
Israeli ambassador to the UN,
Mr Yehuda Lancry, signed the
treaty saying: “Israelis bear in
their mind and hearts the
memories of the holocaust,
which remains the greatest
and most heinous crime ever
done against mankind”.

Israel’'s cabinet, which had
voted against the court earlier,
changed its stand following
clarity that such signature will
not harm its interests, the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ehud Barak’s office said in a
statement. Now it remains for
33 countries more to ratify the
treaty, which has been signed
by 139 nations. India, however,

THE STATES

is yet to sign the treaty.

UN officials expect that it
would take about two more
years for the court to come into
existence. UN Secretary Gene-
ral, Kofi Annan, said he was
“greatly encouraged by the fact
that so many states took the
decision”, adding that he was
well aware of Mr Clinton’s
difficulties.

Five rkilled n
Dutch cafe fire

REUTERS

AMSTERDAM, Jan. 1. — A
fire broke out at a cafe, packed
with teenagers celebrating the
New Year, in the town -of
Volendam, killing five people
and injuring about 130 today,
police said.

Many were hurt when they
smashed windows and jumped
from the third floor premises of
the Small Heaven (Het
Hemeltje) cafe to escape the
flames.

Volendam’s mayor Mr Frank
Ijsselmuiden told Radio 1. “Up
till now there are five dead, one
of whom died in hospital. We
estimate there are 130 injured.

“We needed about 100 ambul-

ances.”

A spokesman for Amsterdam
AMC hospital told Nos Journal
television that 53 injured had
been admitted there, half of
whom were in a serious condi-
tion. Others were only slightly
injured. He said those admit-
ted were aged from 17 to 30.

Police told reporters: “There
were mainly teenagers in the
building who were celebrating
New Year's Eve.. in panic
several people jumped out of
windows”.
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“US warns Iraq

A\
S Rajagopalan Y\
Washington, July 30

THE UNITED States has put
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein on notice, warning him of
a “more resolute” use of force
in case Baghdad did not end its
“provocative” actions like the
recent firing of a missile at an
American surveillance plane,

As National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice made it clear
on Sunday, that Washington is
not going to rest content with
tit-for-tat responses. The US is
reportedly in touch with allies
and friends to fashi n a more
resolute use of militﬁry force
against Iraq.

“I can be certain of this and
the world can be certain of this:
Saddam is on the radar screen
for the (Bush) administration,”
she remarked on a CNN pro-
gramme,

Washington has been consid-
ering a military response to last
Wednesday’s Iraqi bid to down
an American U-2 spy plane
which was flying in the region
as part of the US-British
patrolling of the “no-fly zones”
to protect the Kurdish and Shi-
ite minority groups. The sur-

face-to-air missile
its mark.

Iraq itself has denied firing
at the spy plane, saying the US
assertions were part of a bid to
“create a pretext for a fresh mil-
itary attack”. While the Penta-
gon says this “close call” was
the latest of about two dozen
attempts to bring down its sur-
veillance planes, Baghdad
insists that the firing was at an
F-15 warplane, and not at any
spy plane,

Rice declined to spell out how
soon the US might act by con-
fining herself to the remark
that President Bush reserved
the right to respond at a time
when Saddam Hussein’s threat
“becomes one that he wishes no
longer to tolerate”.

Bush himself had comment-
ed last week that Saddam
remained a menace and a
threat to the US and interna-
tional security even a decade
after he was defeated in the 1991
Gulf war Apart from the mili-
tary response, the US is also
consulting allies and friends to
make sure that the impact of
economic sanctions was felt by
the Saddam regime rather than
the Iraqi people.
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e S. may buy Russian missites |
" ¥to eliminate ABM treaty

NEW YORK: The Bush administration is preparing a
broad offer of arms purchases, military aid and joint
anti-missile exercises to Russia to win its cooperation
for scrapping the 1972 anti-ballistic missile (ABM)
treaty. The proposals are likely to include an offer to
buy Russian-made S-300 surface-to-air missiles that
could be integrated into the defensive shield over Rus-
sia and Europe, The New York Times reported quoting
administration sources.

Some proposals have been sketched out to Russian
officials, and the full pian is to be presented in conjunc-
tion with the first meeting between President Bush
and President Vladimir V. Putin on June 16 in Slovenia.

The proposals also include offers to hold joint exer-
cises in future years to identify and shoot down attack-
ing warheads, to provide money for Russia’s decaying
radar system and to share early-warning data.

The administration has not elaborated on its plans
publicly, the Times said. However, U.S. national securi-
ty adviser Condoleezza Rice told the paper last week
that “we want to convince the Russians that it is in
their best interest to move beyond the ABM treaty
and to develop a new relationship with us.”

Mr Bush, the paper says, finds himself in the position
of needing Mr Putin’s agreement to dispense with the
ABM treaty both to defuse strong European objec-
tions to the military plans and to satisfy Congress,
where senate committees overseeing military and for-
eign affairs are about to come under democratic con-
trol. The evolving strategy is in strong contrast to that

of the administration’s early weeks, when Mr Bush and
his national security aides said they were preparing to
speed ahead alone to undo the treaty, the report noted.

But Mr Bush’s plan faces many obstacles in the US,,
Moscow, and in foreign capitals, especially Beijing.

Even a limited alliance with Moscow on missile de-
fence would almost certainly raise fears among Chi-
nese leaders that they were being frozen out and that
the system was being designed to contain their modest
nuclear force. Mr Putin and President Jiang Zemin of
China have themselves begun talking about coopera-
tion to counter growing American military and eco-
nomic power around the globe.

The Times said most details of the administration’s
proposals have not been presented to Moscow, though
hints were floated in meetings earlier this month.

An unidentified administration source was quoted
as saying there was “zero indication” of a response, but
added that we hope to have cooperative proposals on
missile defence, on nuclear reductions and on a broad- |
er relationship by the middle of the summer.

Mr Bush’s task, the paper stressed, has been greatly
complicated by the defection of Senator James M. Jef-
fords of Vermont from the Republican Party, and the
subsequent loss of Republican control of the Senate.

The Democratic Senators likely to take over as
chairmen of the Foreign Relations and Armed Ser-
vices Committees are wary of Mr Bush’s plans, and
have expressed a determined opposition to a unilater-
al withdrawal from the missile treaty. (agencies)
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%nato}és/defection

throws open 5

U.S. foreign pollcy

By Chidanand Rajghatta
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: The crossing
over of Republican Senator Jim
Jeffords to the ranks of the Inde-
pendents this week has convulsed
the American political scene and
threatens to unhinge President
Bush’s ambitious social and eco-
nomic agenda. But the defection —
a word one seldom comes across in
American political lexicon —also
has important foreign policy impli-
cations across the world, including
for India, which may see a purely
American political play as a bless-
ing in disguise.

Mr Jeffords, 2 long-time moder-
ate Republican from Vermont, con-
firmed on Thursday weeks-long
speculation that he was leaving the
party by declaring himself an inde-
pendent at a hotel ballroom in the
state capital of Burlington.

“For the past several weeks I
have been struggling with a very
difficult issue,” Mr Jeffords said in
an event that was nationally tele-
vised because it is so rare and it has
such profound political implica-
tions. “Increasingly I find myself in
disagreement with my party.”

The immediate upshot of the
move is that it hands over control
of the Senate back to the Democ-
rats for the first time since 1994
when the latter under President
Clinton lost it to the Republicans.
The Senate was tied 50-50 follow-
ing the recent election, but Mr Jef-
fords becoming unattached puts
the Republicans in a minority.

As a result, chairmanship of vari-
ous committees, which are usually
headed by Senators of the Majority
Party, will revert to Democrats. The
Senate Majority leadership, now
with Republican Trent Lott, will in-
stead go to Senator Tom Dashle,
who is now the minority leader
(equivalent to leader of the opposi-
tion in India). The changeover will
enable the Democrats to more
forcefully meet or challenge or
counter the Repubhcan White

House’s legislative agenda.

But more importantly for India
and many other countries across
the world, there will also be
changes in the foreign relations
canvas. Leadership of the full Inter- .
national Relations Committee wil};
pass from the formidable Sen, Jesse,_
Helms of North Carolina, to the:
ranking minority member Seny;
Joseph Biden of Delaware. =

The curmudgeonly Helms for longs :
has considered himself an overlorg‘ '
of US. foreign policy. He was an im-=
placable foe of India for many yearsi:
More recently, after influential Indi-~
an community members from the
tech community and research trian-
gle in his state made inroads into his
camp, he has tempered his views a
bit to become a skeptic of India in-
stead of an enemy. Still, his ouster
from the committee will come as a
vast relief to many countries across
the world that found his archaic
views quite insufferable.

In contrast, his presumptlve re-
placement, rankmg minority mem-
ber Senator Joseph Biden, is widely
seen as a moderate more in tune
with the changes sweeping across
the world. Although he is a non-
proliferation hawk, he is well-dis-
posed towards New Delhi. Despite
fierce criticism of India’s nuclear
tests in 1998, Mr Biden was one of
the first lawmakers to propose dilu-
tion of punitive sanctions, introduc-
ing amendments that would have
curtailed the Glenn law, and which
were ultimately folded into what
came to be known as the Brown-
back Amendment.

In fact, Indian officials expect Mr
Biden to be far more accessible and
open than Mr Helms, who consid-
ered himself the helmsman of US
foreign relations and was a difficult
man to deal with. One of Mr
Biden’s key aides, Jonah Blank, is
an Indophile who has written sev-
eral books on India, including Ar-
row of the Blue-Skinned God which
retraces the Ramayana and a more-
recent book on Dawoodi Bohra. 7
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US steps in to end W Asia crisis

Jerusalem, May 22 Xx)»t

US DIPLOMATS held talks with
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon on Tuesday as the Unit-
ed States took initial steps to
give teeth to a plan to end
months of Israeli-Palestinian
bloodshed.

A US official said Sharon, US
ambassador to Israel Martin
Indyk and US Consul-General
Ron Schlicher met for more than
two hours “‘to develop a frame-
work and timetable for imple-
mentation of the Mitchell Com-
mission report”.

The report released on Mon-
day by a panel chaired by former
US Senator George Mitchell
calls for an immediate cessation
of violence followed by confi-
dence-building measures and a
resumption of security coopera-
tion and peace negotiations.

The US official said the Amer-
ican diplomats expected to see

Palestinian Pres1dent asser
Arafat later in the day to discuss
the Mitchell report. An Arafat
aide, Nabil Abu Rdainah, said
no meeting had been scheduled.

Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell has endorsed the committee’s
findings and announced the
appointment of a “‘special assis-
tant,” the US ambassador to Jor-
dan, William Burns, to help the
sides step back from eight
months of confrontation.

Differences quickly emerged
between the Palestinians and
Israelis on putting recommenda-
tions, which include a call —
rejected by right-winger Sharon
— for a freeze in the construc-
tion of Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza.

An official in Sharon's office
said the Israeli leader had told
the Americans that Israel want-
ed a two-month *cooling-off
period” of calm before under-
taking confidence-building mea-

sures.

Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, a
senior aide to Arafat, accused
Israel of using stalling tactics
and said its security would best
be achieved by “implementing
international law and UN reso-
lutions””.

Palestinians fired three mor-
tar bombs into Israeli territory
near the Gaza Strip early on
Tuesday, the army said. It said
one mortar round landed in a
Jewish settlement in Gaza.

Late on Monday, five Israelis
and two Palestinians were
wounded along a fierce firing
line between the Jewish settle-
ment of Gilo, regarded by Israel
as a neighborhood of
Jerusalem, and the West Bank
town of Beit Jala near Bethle-
hem. Arafat, accepting the rec-
ommendations of the Mitchell
report, repeated a call to recon-
vene an international summit
that proposed a ceasefire

October. The ceasefire was not
implemented.

A Sharon spokesman also wel-
comed the report but accused
the Palestinians of ‘‘playing
games”, reiterating Israel’s posi-
tion that a complete cessation of
violence must come before talks.

Commenting on Israel's
demand for a two-month cool-
ing-off period, the official in
Sharon’s office said the Pales-
tinians should implement secu-
rity arrangements agreed at US-
hosted talks at the Wye River
plantation in Maryland in 1998.
Under the Wye accords, the
Palestinians have to reduce
their police force to the size
agreed to in the 1993 Oslo inter-

e on Israel and say it is up to
haron to take steps to halt the
bloodshed. Reuters
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“Bush to meet Dalai Lama today

By Sridhar Krishnaswami A

WASHINGTON, MAY 22. In a move bound to further jeop-
ardise relations with Ching, the U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, the Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, and other senior officials are scheduled to
meet the Dalai Tama over the next two days.

The Tibetan spiritual leader will also meet the Un-
der- Sccretary of State for Global Affairs, Ms. Paula
Dobriansky, recently appointed special coordinator
for Tibetan issues.

On Wednesday, Mr. Bush will meet the Dalai Lama
in what has been described as a “private” interac-
tion, but the real significance has not been lost.

The Bush administration has said senior officials’
meetings with the Dalai Lama are nothing new. It has
been pointed out that the former President, Mr.Bill
Clinton, used to “drop by" at White House meetings
involving the Dalai Lama.

In the past, conservatives on Capitol Hill tried to
make much out of the Dalai Lama’s visits here. This
time the Tibetan leader is on a tour of several cities,
and will make the commencement address at the
School of Advanced International Studies of the
Johns Hopkins University on Thursday. The political
right wing has said it does not really care what Beijing
thinks of the receptions accorded to the Dalai Lama.

China had always been at odds with the U.S. over
the visits of the Dalai Lama and his senior level meet-
ings with officials. Beijing also denounced the ap-
pointment of Ms. Dobriansky as special coordinator
for Tibetan issues. In 1997, under pressure from Con-
gress. the Clinton administration had named the first
special coordinator.

Ms. Dobri‘}ﬁsky é the highest ever official named
by the Bush admigistration. In the process, the ad-
ministration has selt out the signal that its tough line
with China on security issues and Taiwan is also be-
ing extended to Tibet. China responded angrily say-
ing it would not deal with any person in the post.

This week is the beginning of yet another critical
period for U.S.-China relations starting with the
“transit” of the President of Taiwan, followed by the
visit of the Dalai Lama. The two countries are yet to
get over the April 1 collision between an American
surveillance plane and a Chinese fighter over the
South China Sea. Both sides are looking at ways to
end the standoff over the EP-3E plane now sitting
crippled at a military base on Hainan Island.

‘Withdraw MFN status’

PTI reports from New Delhi:

Mr. Tsewang C. Tethong, a close aide of the Dalai
Lama, today demanded that the U.S. immediately
withdraw the most- favoured nation status on trade
accorded to China.

“While it is important for the U.S. to engage China
for an open dialogue, we feel that, at the same time,
China should not be given any special status as was
done by the previous administration,” he told re-
porters here.

Contesting the validity of a 17-point agreement
between Tibet and China, Mr. Tethong said, ‘'this
controversial document, forced upon an unwilling
but helpless Tibetan government, compelled Tibet to
co-exist with communist China.”” The Dalai Lama,
after his escape to India in 1959, had declared the
agreement as illegal and signed under duress. /
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Gen. Powell @
to offer both) N
sides ‘lifelines’

New York, May 21: Secretary of

state Colin Powell is planning to

present an American proposal to
help bring the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict under control, the New

York Times reported in its online

edition on Monday.

. Quoting senior administration
officials, the paper said Gen. Pow-
ell was likely to make a formal
statement as early as Monday, in
which he will offer the two sides
“lifelines” that could lead to fur-

. ther public and personal diploma-

cy. Gen. Powell is to use as a vehi-

cle for his proposal a report by a

fact-finding commission led by

former Senator George Mitchell,
which is to be officially released
on Mondgy, the paper said.

The setfetary’s statement would
move the administration into a
more visible role after months of
behind-the-scenes diplomacy.

It follows an inténsification of
the conflict in recent days, which
have seen a Palestinian suicide
bombing and retaliatory strikes by
Israeli warplanes. The scale of the
Israeli retribution has brought
international - and domestic criti-
cism of Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon. Gen. Powell might
launch his proposal after a fact-
finding commission led by former
US Senator George Mitchell
releases its report later on Monday
into eight months of violence. The
Mitchell report has heightened
expectations that the US will be
more aggressive now. The new
clashes are seen as testing Presi-
dent Bush’s reluctance to involve
himself in peace efforts. (Reuters})

TO UNVEIL NEW W. ASIA PLAN

‘WEST BANK DIPLOMACY: Russnan forelgn minister Igor Ivanov (right) gestures as he speaks to his Israeli
counterpart Shimon Peres during their meeting in Moscow on Monday (AP)

Israel missiles hit Gaza again

By NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI

Gaza, May 21: Israeli helicopter
gunships fired at least seven mis-
siles at Palestinian buildings in
northern Gaza early on Monday, as
fighting flared before the release of
a US-led committee’s report into
eight months of bloodshed.
Palestinian officials said the heli-
copters also opened fire with

machine guns, but reported no

casualties other than a night watch-
man who was slightly hurt.

The blasts rocked Gaza City and
awakened residents in the early

hours of Monday morming. Ambu-
lance rushed to the scene with
sirens wailing and the police
picked through the rubble.

Palestinian public security chief
Abdel-Razek al-Majaydeh said the
missiles seriously damaged a car
mechanic’s workshop on the: out-
skirts of the Jabalya refugee camp
in northern Gaza. He said a marble
factory and library were damaged
in the barrage.

The Israeli ‘Army said the heli-
copters hit a factory used to make
mortar bombs, 160 of which have
been fired at Jewish settlements in

the Gaza Strip and Israeli farming
communities nearby ‘in the past
few months of a Palestinian revolt.
About 200,000 Israelis live in
145 settlements scattered in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, areas
home to about three million Pales-
tinians. Built on land captured in
the 1967 war, the settlements are
illegal urider international law.
“The factory is one of a few facil-
ities which makes mortar bombs
that are shot towards Israeli set
ments .in the Gaza Strip
towards Israel,” the Army
statement. (Reuters)
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USA may not back

weapons document

A £’\
 UNITED NEWS OF INDIA Ly \ ”‘Vn/\

NEW YORK, May 21. - The US administration has decided not
to support yet another important internatiohal document ~ the

draft protocol on the verification of the fulfilment of the 1972

i Convention on Bacteriological (Biological) Weapons.

A New York Times report referring to American officials, who were
not named, said the refusal to support the protocol was the recom-
mendation of a group of experts who had secretly reviewed it.

Formally, the administration is still to take a final decision on

| its stand on the protocol, but the main recommendation is likely
to be approved by the White House, since the group consisted of
experts from all key departments - the state department, the

Pentafon, the investigative agencies, and the energy and trade

' departments, the newspaper stated. According to the report, quo-
' ted by Novosti, secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell has already
! approved the recommendations of the group.

The New York Times said that over the past six years diplomats
from various countries, including USA, worked on the draft pro-
tocol in Geneva. A refusal to verify the convention would strain
relations between USA and its allies, who had made apparent
their displeasure over the Bush administration’s refusal to sup-
port the Kyoto protocol and its intention to withdraw from the
1972 ABM treaty. The review, says that the protocol, would not
be of much value in catching potential proliferators, a senior
American official told the New York Times.

Though the review questions the utility ‘the protocol in the
current form, it leaves open the possibilfy of fresh negotiations

to draft another version.
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-~ NMD as Fait Accompli

India Must F'it into New Para:ﬁg

lot of the debate on the US

National Missile Defence
(NMD) issue in India recalls to
one’s mind a popular story in Pak-
istan. A learned Maulana delivered
a one-hour sermon during the Fri-
day prayer to the effect that Pak-
istan signing the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) would
amount to mortal sin. After the
prayers, someone asked the clergy-
man which aspect of CTBT was
sinful. The latter replied that he did
not care for details, but he had no
doubt that signing it was sinful.

President Ronald Reagan had
called for ‘Star Wars’. Twelve years
and $60 billion later, the project
had to be closed down. No knowl-
edgeable American analyst is pre-
pared to back the story that the US
needs NMD against the rogue
states. President Bush’s speech
refers to the NMD in different
modes: boost-phased, terminal
interception and space-based.

Everyone remembers that de-
tfence secretary Donald Rumsfeld
headed a commission which high-
lighted the potential threat to the
US arising from the spread of long-
range missile technology to states
of concern. Not so well known is
Mr Rumsfeld’s second, strictly clas-
sified report on the linkage be-
tween space and US military secu-
rity. Mr Rumsfeld’s military doc-
trine is capability- based, not
threat-based. In other words, the
US is planning to expand its mili-
tary capabilities into space irre-
spective of what other nations do.
The NMD is about the conquest of
a new medium — outer space and
dominating it.

The US is in a position to spend
more money on the effort but Rus-
sia, France, China and Japan are in
no position to compete with it, indi-
vidually or collectively. Dominance
over space is expected to give the
US dominance over earth. In the
process of establishing dominance
over space, the US may also devel-
op capabilities to intercept missiles.
The new American defence doc-
trine is technology-driven. US de-
fence department officials make no
secret that they expect the US state
department and the national
security council to reshape their
policies to follow the contours of
the defence doctrine already
laid down.

President Bush’s speech on May
1, 2001 proclaimed to the world
that the Cold War was over and
Russia was no longer an adversary.
China is not in the same class of

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

military capability as the erstwhile
Soviet Union. China’s $100-billion
trade with the US rules out a Cold
War between the two countries.
The Cold War between the US and
the USSR began with the US poli-
cy of containment, and Russia’s
‘iron curtain’ response. The US is
no longer interested in arms con-
trol agreements, a product of the
Cold War. With the passage of time,
the technology gap between the
US and China would grow and not
reduce. The NMD will ensure this.
With Russia, the US proposes to
jointly run the space station. US
policy- makers are confident that
the Russians could be persuaded to
sideline the ABM treaty so long as
the US formally does not reject it.
Hence the Bush argument of hav-
ing to think beyond mutual assured
destruction (MAD) and beyond
Cold War logic. China has 25-30
missiles; the US has an arsenal of
thousands of warheads and hun-

IN BRIEF =

¢ Dominance over space will
give the US dominance
over earth

¢ China can pose no threat
to the US

* The new security paradigm

poses a formidable
challenge to India

dreds of missiles. There is no ques-
tion of mutual assured destruction
between the two nations. Any at-
tempt by China to engage the US
in an arms race would only slow
down China’s economic growth.
The US has no grounds to fear a
technological threat from China.

The threats that the US fears are
indirect ones, such as nuclear and
missile proliferation to areas of vital
interest to the US and international
terrorism. Therefore, most of the
analyses reviving Cold War scenar-
ios and talking about an arms race
involving the US, China, Russia and
India are unrealistic. As China be-
comes more prosperous, it will have
less incentive to initiate and legit-
imise a nuclear strike. So long as the
US can dominate China and the rest
of the world through its overwhelm-
ing capabilities in space and high
technology defence, the US
can contain China politically even
while engaging it economically.

The US missions sent out recent-
ly to Europe, Russia, Japan, South

| 2% k

Korea and India did not explain in
any detail how the rogue states
would develop nuclear and missile
capability, nor did they outline the
technologies of missile defence.
They were attempting to develop a
framework of a broad balance of
power involving the US, the Euro-
pean Union, Russia, Japan, India
and China with the US as the pri-
mary and active balancer. The
US 1s also emphasising that it is
shifting to the philosophy of
defence dominance from MAD
and attempting to invest this shift
with moral overtones.

Whether this policy will enhance
international stability and con-
tribute to international peace or
not will depend on whether there
are likely to be credible challenges
to growing US dominance from
any other single nation or group of
powers. The idea of an India-Chi-
na-Russia combine does not ap-
pear to be realistic because of
asymmetry of power among the
nations, their geographical proxim-
ity, Chinese demographic pressure
on Siberia and Central Asia and
China’s condescending attitude to-
wards India and its relationship
with Pakistan. Further, India has a
1.6- million-strong human bond
with the US and the latter does not
make any secret of its intention to
import more Indian brains in order
to ensure its technological lead
over the rest of the world.

A US-dominated world may not
be to the liking of non-Americans.
However, in the next two or three
decades, US dominance over the
rest of the globe in technological,
military, economic and political
terms is inevitable. The only possi-
bility of countervailing power and
influence is for the other balancers
to get together. Given China’s po-
litical centralism one wonders
whether that is likely.

The Cold War has ended and the
world is entering a new security
paradigm. Assessing it in terms of a
continuation of Cold War bipolari-
ty will be a grievous error. The Cold
War with two superpowers was a
unique period in history. A better
analogy would be with Pax Britan-
nica, when Britain was the sole su-
perpower because of its dominance
over the oceans. In these circum-
stances, coping with this new secu-
rity paradigm, attempting rapid
economic growth in a globalised
world and sustaining optimum
strategic autonomy presents a for-
midable challenge to the Indian
security establishment.
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‘Powell urges world ~
leaders to back* W’
West Asia ceaseflre “J\

Washington, May 19

SECRETARY OF state Colin
Powell demanded an uncondi-
tional cessation of violence in
West Asia and urged all world
leaders to support the US
appeal.

Deploring the rising blood-
shed between Israel and the
Palestinians, Powell said on Fri-
day that terrorist groups might
be beyond control. But, “What
we need now, more than any-
thing else is a cessation of vio-
lence by all,” he said.

Powell said leaders in the
West Asia and elsewhere should
speak out against violence more
directly and “do everything they
can to control passions “ in the
troubled region. He issued his
call for peace during a news con-
ference at the State department
with Russia’s visiting foreign
minister, Igor Ivanov.

A devastating suicide bomb-
ing on Friday in Netanya, Israel,
prompted Israel to send war-
planes into action on the West
Bank and Gaza. The day’s events
pushed the conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians to
new heights.

Hamas, a militant rebel
group, claimed responsibility
for the bombing in a Netanya
market. Powell said Hamas
might be beyond the immediate
control of the Palestinian
authority, whose security out-
posts were among reprisal tar-
gets of the Israelis.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon telephoned Powell in
mid afternoon and talked about
the violence, a report by a fact-
finding commission by former
senate  democratic leader
George Mitchell that proposed a
cease-fire and how to go about
eventually returning to Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations.

With evident distress, Powell
said, “all of our lives have been
made more difficult by this situ-
ation.” Admitting he was at a
loss for a guaranteed formula to
stop the bloodletting, Powell
said, “We continue to look for
solutions “ and expressed the
wish for "a new kind of activity
that could be helpful.”

Continuing, in a tone of frus-
tration, Powell said: “At the
moment, we are trapped in this
cycle of violence, and if there
was any solution that i could

i ’q?’!?)'jué.q‘ ’

come up with, any conference
or meeting that could be held
right away that might move this
in such a direction, I would leap
at it.” In its early weeks, the
Bush administration stepped
back from peacemaking. But as
violence escalated and the
killing continued, the adminis-
tration has assumed a more
activist stance to end the fight-
ing. The idea is that once the vio-
lence recedes, the focus again
can turn to bringing the two par-
ties back to a negotiating table.

Powell said he had no plans to
meet with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat. A meeting h.
been under discussion.

In New York, the Palestinian
mission to the United Nations
said in a statement: “the present
volatility of the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, is caused
partly by Israeli settlement
activities aimed at colonizing
the Palestinian land.”

The Arab Governments want
to see a path cleared toward
renewed negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinians, Pow-
ell said, “And sodo I.”

Egypt and Jordan, the only
Arab countries connected by
peace treaty to Israel, have pro-
posed a cease-fire, an initiative
also endorsed by the bush
administration. Like the
Mitchell commission report, the
Arab countries called for a halt
to construction in Jewish settle-
ments on the West bank and in
Gaza.

Palestinian officials have
endorsed the Mitchell report
despite their disappointment at
its failure to back their demand
for an international observer
force in Gaza and the West
Bank. AP

v
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Sign of farewell
10 sangtions

FROMKPNAYAR \\

Washington, May 18: The first
categorical assertion that sanc-

tions imposed on India and Pak- .

istan for their 1998 nuclear tests
may be on their way out was made
on Capitol Hill yesterday when
the Bush administration’s nomi-
nee for dealing with South Asia
said “they have outlived their use-
fulness” and have become “an ob-
stacle to fully engaging both na-
tions”. .

But the difficulties in simply
repealing the sanctions were
equally evident when she told a
Senate committee that “we need
to find a new frameworkiand a
new way to accomplish our nu-
clear concerns” in south Asia.

Christina B. Rocca, the nomi-
nee for assistant secretary of
state for South Asia, was testify-
ing before the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Sub-committee for Near
East and South Asia.

Her confirmation, due in a
week to a fortnight, is expected to
be a formality since she is hugely
popular with the committee with
which she has worked closely for
the last five-and-a-half yearsasa
senior aide to its chairman Re-
publican Senator Sam Brown-
back.

She conceded that the sanc-
tions, automatically triggered
under US law with the nuclear
tests, had failed to achieve their
objectives. At the same time, she
argued that “our security con-
cerns (in South Asia) remain
real”.

Rocca told the committee that
the Bush administration was cur-

TH. .

rently reviewing the US sanctions
policy as a whole and also review-
g the policies on South Asia.

“If confirmed, I will add a
strong voice to these policy re-
views, There are a number of
ways in which we can work with
both countries. I think the first
step has to be to lift the sanc-
tions”.

It is clear that once she is in of-
fice, Rocca will have to walk a
tightrope in getting the sanctions
repealed by carefully matching
the non-proliferation concerns on
Capitol Hill and in the state de-
partment with the need to realise
the full potential of ties with
South Asia, to which the sanc-
tions are clearly an impediment.

As part of this matching
process, she said the security and
non-proliferation dialogue, start-
ed between India and the US on
the one hand and between Islam-
abad and Washington on the
other after the nuclear tests, have
togoon.

The significance of her testi-
mony, however, is that it is the
first categorical assertion by any-
one connected with the new Bush
team that the sanctions have to go
once and for all.

So far, Bush administration of-
ficials have only talked in general
terms about a sanctions review,
although Indian officials have lib-
erally interpreted it as a policy to
end sanctions.

When external affairs minis-
ter Jaswant Singh was here last
month, secretary of state Colin
Powell took the initiative to elicit
Singh’s views comprehensively

on US sanctions against India/

A



" U.S. names
coordinator
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N for Tibet

WASHINGTON, MAY 18. The United
States has named Under Secreta-
ry of State for Global Affairs, Ms.
' Paula Dobriansky, as its special
" coordinator for Tibet, making her
the highest-ranked official ever to
hold the post.

The State Department made
the nomination, a day after ad-
ministration aides signalled that
Ms. Dobriansky was in line for the
job.

Ms. Dobriansky, who will hold
the Tibet portfolio in addition to
her existing responsibilities, will
be the third U.S. coordinator for
Tibet policy.

“Ms. Dobriansky will work to
promote a substantive dialogue
between the Chinese Govern-
ment and the Dalai Lama and his
representatives,” said the State
Department spokesman, Mr. Ri-
chard Boucher.

“She will maintain close ties
with the Congress and with
NGOs.” Officials yesterday said
despite the naming of a high-pro-
file official to the post, the U.S.
policy on Tibet had not changed.

“We clearly see Tibet as a part
of China, but (the appointment)
does show the emphasis that this
administration is going to be put-
ting on human rights especially in
China,” an official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Ms. Dobriansky’s appointment
was revealed as Tibet's spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama, continued
a tour of the United States, with
meetings planned with members
of the President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s administration next week.

China opposes U.S. plan
PTI reports from Beijing:
China today strongly opposed

the U.S. plan to appoint a special

coordinator for Tibet, asking

Washington not to interfere in its

internal affairs.

“We ask the U.S. side to observe
the position that recognises Tibet
as part of China and refrain from
interfering in the internal affairs
of China,” the Foreign Ministry

spokesman, Mr. Sun Yuxi, tol
press briefing. — AFP, PTI
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US calls Pak a rogue state

l On Pokharan third anmversary, Armltage indicates sanctions may be off

SONIA TRIKHA
NEW DELHI, MAY 11

Wl

HE United States today

I grouped Pakistan along

with “rogue” States like

Iran, Iraq, Libya and North Korea

while discussing the aim of Amer-

ica’s proposed missile defence

programme, indicating at the

same time that the US may be

ready to lift post-Pokharan sanc-
tions.

The visiting Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage, de-
scribed his visit to discuss Amer-
ica’s new strategic framework as
“the beginning of a new relation-
ship between the US and India”,
but denied the missile defence
programme was targeted at re-
straining China and said it is to
counter a “handful of rogue na-
tions and a handful of missiles”.

On being asked to speli out the
rogue nations, he named Iran,

i Iraq, Libya and some in India’s
neighbourhood and North Korea. -

Elaborating on the country in In-
dia’s neighbourhood he said, “We
have questions about Pakistan. It
is well known and you and your
colleagues in India will know even
better. These we refer to as hard
cases.”

Armitage was speaking imme-
diately after his meeting with
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.

The US Deputy Secretary of
State who arrived in New Delhi as
a special emissary of President
George W, Bush — coincidentally

Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh and US Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage gesture to mediapersons at Hyderabad House in New
Delhi on Friday - P71

speaking on the third anniversary
of India’s nuclear tests — indi-
cated that post-Pokharan sanc-
tions could well be on their way
out. He stressed the significance
of wide-ranging discussions be-
tween External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh and Bush and US
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Secretray of State Colin Powell.
Armitage said it was also signifi-
cant that he had been sent to In-
dia so “quickly” after that “to con-
sult with our friends in India and
the upcoming visit of Chairman of
Joint Chiefs of Staff Henry Shel-
ton also shows we are on the verge
of moving forward in our relation-

He added that US must “dis-
cuss this matter with our Congress
but it is quite clear the direction
we are heading”.

Armitage, who was clearly
launching a charm offensive on
the last leg of his mission that took
him to Tokyo and Seoul, allayed
fears that the missile defence pro-
gramme will launch another arms
race and that India stands the
chance of being used to contain
China,

Armitage was vehement in his
response that the programme is
not targeted against China. He
said “T am baffled by comments
about a new arms race. The US is
suggesting that it would unilater-
ally reduce its nuclear arsenal” to
below the Start II treaty levels.
The early 90s Start II treaty be-
tween Mikhail Gorbachev and
George Bush talks about levels of |
2000 missiles. ) !



"Missile plan targets rogue states’

i STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 11. - The
 USA today said North Korea,
* Iran, Iraq, Libya and some
. neighbours of India were “ro-
1 gue” states. It said its proposed
| missile defence programme in-
| tends to counter possible mis-
! gile threats from these “hand-
i ful” states.

i The US deputy secretary of
' gtate, Mr Richard Armitage,
| stopped short of grouping Paki-
. stan with these states. He said:
. “We have questions about Paki-
. stan. We refer to these cases as
' hard cases.” -
. Mr Armitage met Mr Atal Be-
' hari Vajpayee today for half-an-
' hour and later addressed the
media. When asked about “ro-
| gue” states, he said, “Iraq, Iran,
" Libya are involved in prolifera-
tion. North Korea has also an-
nounced it would continue to
export missile technology.”
Mr George W Bush has said
. Washington would continue ef-
forts to persuade Pakistan to
. create conducive conditions for
- rpsumption of Indo-Pak talks.
#"In a letter to Mr Vajpayee, Mr
' Bush welcomed his peace initia-

BUSH TO VISIT INDIA

NEW DELHI, May 11. - Mr
| George Bush has accepted Mr
| Atal Behari Vajpayee’s invitation
| to visit India, the US deputy sec-
. retary of state said today. Mr
| Richard Armitage said he had
. delivered Mr Bush’s letter to Mr
‘ Vajpayee' “in which the US
. President has accepted his invi-
| tation to visit India.” Will Mr
‘, Bush visit India this year? Mr
i Armitage said the dates would
be worked out through diplomat-

Lic channels. - SNS

- &

Mr Richard Armitage addresses
the media in New Dethi— APIPTI

tive in J&K. Mr Bush said he
was looking forward to his visit
to India. He said he intended to
work closely with Mr Vajpayee
to promote common interests in
Asia and the world. -

Mr Armitage said Mr Bush’s
thinking hag four elements -
non-proliferation, ' counter-pro-
liferation, limited missile de-
fence and US willingness to re-
duce its strategic nuclear arsen-
al “unilaterally, if necessary,

beyond the levels efivisaged in
START I1.”
Asked ifdia could be pitted

against China under the new
strategic programme, Mr Ar-
mitage said he was “baffled by
such comments about a new
arms race, The USA will unilat-
erally reduce its nuclear arsen-
al and the missile plan would be
directed only against some ro-
gue states”, he said.

On India’s status in the missile
defence paradigm, Mr Armitage
said the plan “will render un-
necessary some states produc-
ing their own missiles in re-
sponse to threats from neigh-
bours.” He hoped India would
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see all facets of the missile plan,
aimed at reducing: nuclear ar-
senal levels glébally.

Mr Armitage said: “We want
India to understand our line of
thought and we will allow them
to present their views on this”.
PM on US nuclear cuts: Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee today

& ' welcomed Mr Bush’s NMD poli-

cy. He was speaking at a func-
tion organised by the DRDO.

Mr Vgjpayee said India did not
subscribe to concepts of military
dominance or doctrines of mu-
tually assured destruction. He
said he favoured cuts in nuclear
arsenal and the move away
from the development of offen-
sive nuclear technologies.

He hailed Mr Bush’s offer to
consult his allies and Russia on
this and said such consultations
would promote a stable global
security framework.

Aid for India; The US budget
for foreign operations in the fis-
cal year 2002 has earmarked $7
million aid for India to promote
judicial reforms and address
the problem of trafficking and
forced labour of women and
children, adds PTI from Wash-

ington. o



" NORTH KOREA

Armitage tells
Kim US will

talk to

By Don K1

International Herald Tnbuue

Seoul, May 10: 'A senior US'

envoy on Wednesday offered Pres-
ident Kim Dae Jung the firmest
.assurance he has received so far
that the. United States - would
resume its dialogue with North
Korea. -

Richard Armitage, deputy secre-
tary of state, said he expected talks
between the 'United States: and
North Korea “in the near. future”
after completion of a review of

. policy vis-a-vis the North “ina few
weeks.”

Underlining the point, according
to Park Joon Young, Mr. Kim’s
spokesman, President George W.
Bush said in a letter carried by Mr
Armitage that the United States
waould “strongly support the

South’s engagement policy on the .

North” — known as Mr Kim’s
“Sunshine Policy.” .

Mr Armitage’s remarks, after a
70-minute meeting with Mr Kim,
appeared to answer Mr Kim’s
repeated calls for the renewal of
US-North Korean talks as needed
to revive the stalled dialogue
between South and North Korea.

Mr Armitage was in Seoul to elab-

'SOUTH KOREA

orth\

orate on Mr Bush’s proposal for
national missile defence, but from .
the viewpoint of the Korean gov-
ernment, his reassurances on talks
with the North were the biggest
dividend of the trip. .

The United States expectation of
renewed dialogue with the North
Korea came two months after Mr
George W. Bush cited problems of
verification of any agreement with
the North Korea on stopping the
production, testing or expert of
missiles. Mr Bush ruled out any
possibility of resuming the negoti-
ations that were begun during:the
Clinton administration pending the
policy review.

Mr Bush’s comments at the time
were widely interpreted as indicat-
ing a shift in US policy toward a
conservative or hardline stance on
North Korea, especially since Mr
Bush said he had “some 5330
cism” about the good faith
North Korean leader, Kim Jong Il

Kim Jong I1, in a five-hour meet-
ing last week with a Europeah
Union delegation led by Goran
Persson, the Swedish Prime Minis-
ter, said he would await the results-
of the US policy review befote vis-
iting Seoul for a long-awat
ond summit meeting.

'US envoy presses case

for global Imssﬂe shield

BY BIiLL TARRANT

Seoul, May 10:-US deputy secretary of state Richard. Armitage was
meeting South Korean security officials on Thursday as Washington
pressed its case for a global missile shield that has aroused sceptmsm
and protests.

Protesters threw eggs at Mr Armijtage as he was dnven from his hotel
to meet South Korean defence minister Kim Dong -Shin. At least six,
activists were arrested after pelting Mr Asmitage’s car with eggs as he |
wagdriving out of the Grand Hyatt hotel after breakfast in the hotel’s
coffee shop, witnesses said. “We’re not happy with his coming to
Korea,” said the Rev. Mun Jeong-Hyun, a leader of a group that objects
to US plans for a global missile defence system: “He's trying to force
Korea to accept the missile defence.” Witnesses said protesters tussled
with riot.police. as Mr- Axmitage later entered the gates of the defence

- ministry. Mr Armitage was also scheduled to meet South Korean u
_ cation minister Lim Dong-won at 11 am. (Reuters) ‘ /
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L&mltage among the first to accept

emerging security paradigm

By Chidanand Rajghatta
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: The Bush admin-
istration’s decision to send deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage to New Detlhi to brief Indi-
an leaders on the nuclear missile
defence (NMD) issue indicates a
shift in American policy, which now
recognises India as a rising power.

Although it may have been the
Clinton administration that laid the
blueprint of this strategic engage-
ment, Mr Armitage was among the
very first Republicans who recog-
nised the newly emerging security
paradigm in Asia. “We have to get
the big ones right. We must get cor-
rect our relations with Japan, Chi-
na, Europe, India and the southern
hemisphere,” he said, even as the
new administration got the first
whiff of office. Another time, he
identified the key elements of Re-
publican foreign policy as being the
management of the rise of two
great powers---China and India—
and the further management, at
least temporarily, of the decline of
another great power, the Russian
Federation.

As an out and out Asia expert,
Mr Armitage is uniquely posi-
tioned to make such a call. After

graduating from the US. Naval
Academy in 1967, he completed
three combat tours in Vietnam. He
left active duty in 1973 and joined
the U.S. defence attache office,
Saigon, and soon after the Ameri-
cans were evicted from there did a
stint in another hotspot, Teheran.
He returned to Washington to be-
come an aide to senator Bob Dole
before joining Ronald Reagan’s
presidential campaign in 1980.

He later landed the job of the as-
sistant defence secretary for East
Asia and Pacific Affairs (under
then defence secretary Dick Ch-
eney), where he played major roles
in policy-making i the Persian
Gulf, the ouster of Philippines pres-
ident Ferdinand Marcos and in
overseeing foreign military aid pro-
grammes.

As assistant secretary of defence
for international security affairs be-
tween June 1983 and May 1989, he
helped develop politico-military re-
lationships and initiatives through-
out the world, spearheading U.S.
Pacific security policy, including the
U.S.-Japan and U.S.-China security
relationships. He also managed all
DoD security assistance pro-
grammes, and provided an over-
sight of policies relating to the law
of the sea, counter-terrorism and
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U.S. special operatnons ingluding,
some critics contend, seve
tricks exploits.

A consummate Washinglon in-
sider, Mr Armitage stayed in the
think-tank loop through eight years
of Democratic rule and returned as
a defence adviser to Mr George
Bush during the Republican cam-
paign. Although expected to land a
job in the DoD, he was picked as a
deputy to Colin Powell, with whom
he is said to share a warm relation-
ship going all the way back to the '
early 1980s. !

Gen Powell has described Mr Ar- |
mitage as akin to “my brother and
bodyguard”. Mr Armitage has
called Gen Powell “a man of in-
tegrity, a man of discipline, a man of
courage and a man of vision” and a
“can-do person”. According to
State Department insiders, Gen
Powell recently issued a memo em-
powering Mr Armitage to dis-
charge almost all his functions.

Strobe Talbott was a long dis-
tance runner. Richard Armitage is
a powerlifter. Although he has nev-
er dealt directly with India, Mr Ar-
mitage’s career shows some hefty
policy-making that should interest
his Indian interlocutors and lead to
discussions on more than just

s




REUTERS
WASHINGTON, MAY 9
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HE leaders of a key House

-§ panelon Tuesday proposed

A freezing the final payment

on US arrears to the United Na-

tions until the United States re-

gained its seat on the UN Human
Rights Commission.

Under a bipartisan amend-
ment to be offered later this week
to a broader State Department
. Bill, the third and final US pay-
ment of $244 million in arrears to
the United Nations would be con-
ditioned on the United States’ re-
turn to the Geneva-based Com-
mission.

But the measure — by.Repre-
sentives Henry Hyde of Illinois
and Tom Lantos of California, the
top Republican and Democrat on
the House International Relations
Committee— protects the second
US payment of $582 millionin U
N arrears and allows it to stay on
track.

That payment has been ap-

proved by the Senate but is under -

threat in the House of Representa-
tives, which will take it up on
Thursday in an atmosphere of out-

rage over last week’s vote to re-

move the United States from the
53-member UN Human Rights
Commission.

25—

“I'believe Chairman Hyde and
I have devised a formula to enable
the United Nations to set things
straight. and return the United
States to the UNHRC while ensur-
ing that the bulk of our U N arrears
payments go forward,” Lantos
said. Lantos said the exclusion of
the United States from the Com-
mission was “outrageous” but “we
should not compound the damage
by withholding the bulk of our ar-
redrs payments to the United Na-
tions.” ‘

Hyde said many of the world’s
most prominent human rights vio-
lators were now members of the
Commission. “In a clear voice, we
must express our disapproval of
this outrage and work dliligently to
restore some credibility to this
Commission,” he said.

The second $582 million ar-
rears payment is included in a Bill
that authorizes fiscal 2002 and
2003 spending for the State De-
partment and related agencies.
The Bill is expected to be taken up
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yments

bythe Hous«l on Thursday.

That measurejwill also spark a
battle over langudge approved by
the International Relations Com-
mittee last week that reverses Pres-
ident George W. Bush’s ban on
providing U S funds to family plan-
ning groups that perform or advo-
cate abortions overseas.

Hyde plans an amendment
striking out that language.

Last week’s vote to oust the
United States from the human,
rights panel and give the three
seats up for grabs by Western na-
tions to France, Austria and Swe-
den provoked anger on both sides
of the aisle in Congress.

House Republican Leader
Richard Armey of Texas said the
inclusion on the Commission of
Sudan, which has been con-
demned for executions, bombings,
the use of child soldiers and slav-
ery, and the snub to the United
States were “more of an affront to
the whole notion of human rights
than it is to this country.”
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LONDON, MAY 6. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, is
“wishy-washy and ambivalent”
over American plans for a nuclear
missile shield, a senior adviser to
the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, has said.

Mr. Richard Perle, a consultant
to Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, the U.S.
Defence Secretary, said Mr Blair
was ‘‘dodging the issue’ by refus-
ing unambiguously to back the
project. (0. 1L

His comments came “after a
week in which the British Govern-
ment at first signalled its support
for the American plans and
then withdrew in the face of a La-
bour backbench rebellion.

Mr. Pearle’s intervention could
embarrass the Prime Minister in

the run-up to the general election
because critics will claim that it
demonstrates Mr Blair's indeci-
siveness and lack of commitment
to Britain’s special relationship
with America.

Mr. Perle's comments repre-
sent the first sign of irritation and
impatience in the Bush adminis-
tration at the Blair Government’s
stance over the missile shield. Mr
Blair hoped he had given enough
reassurances of broad support —
without committing himself —
when he met Mr. Bush at Camp
David earlier this year.

Last week, Mr. Blair] side-
stepped the “Son of Star{Wars”
issue in the House of Cojnmons
by saying that the Govefnment
could not take a “firm decision”
until the U.S. produced detailed
plans, such as whether the missile
shield would be based at sea or on
land.

Labour backbenchers are con-
cerned that if it is a land-based
system it is likely that two Amer-
ican bases in Britain would be
used — RAF Fylingdales in North
Yorkshire and RAF Menwith Hill,
near Harrogate — and that Britain
would become a major target.

Mr Perle, who was Assistant
Defence Secretary in the Reagan
administration, said of Mr Blair:
“Basically, I think he’s dodging
the issue. You don’t have to have
the details before you form a
judgment on them. The fact is, we
may not need to use British bases.
It will ultimately depend on what
technology we use.”

Asked how the British Govern-
ment’s stance was perceived by
the Bush administration, he said:
“They see it as wishy-washy and
ambivalent.”

Mr. lain Duncan Smith, the
Conservatives' defence spokes-
man, said: “This issue is about
leadership and Tony Blair has
shirked responsibility on this. He
always said he would take tough
decisions, but he is carping on the
sidelines. He has been told there
will be a threat from rogue states
in six or seven years’ time and he
should lead the Europeans on
this.”

Bush aide attacks Blair on missile shield

The vacillation within Govern-
ment circles was evident when
within half an hour of Mr Blair
saying the missile shield was a
“‘sensitive issue”’, his official
spokesman, Mr. Alastair Camp-
bell, unexpectedly signalled sup-
port for the project.

The following day, Mr. Robin
Cook, the Foreign Secretary,
adopted a more cautious position
amid hostile questioning from La-
bour MPs in the Commons, say-
ing the Government should wait
to see the details.

There was further confusion
when Mr. Jonathan Powell, Mr
Blair's Chief of Staff, signalled in
an interview with The Daily Tele-
graph that he was a strong sup-
porter of the ballistic missile
defence system. “The more you
can do with the Americans, the
stronger you are with the Europe-
ans,” he said— © Telegraph
Group Limited, London, 2001
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US slams China
and Sudan for .-
religious bigotry

{

Washington, May 5

A DAY after it was voted off the
UN Commission on Hyman
Rights, the US has lashed cut
against China and Sudan foY sti-
fling independent religlous
expression and human rights.

“We view with special concern
the intensifying attacks on reli-
gious freedom in China. The Chi-
nese Government continues to
display an unreasonable and
unworthy suspicion of freedom
of conscience,” President George
W Bush said yesterday.

“We hear alarming reports of
detention of worshippers and
religious leaders. Churches and
mosgues have been vandalised
and demolished. These acts are
of fear and therefore of weak-
ness,” he told the American Jew-
ish Committee.

Denouncing the “religious big-
otry” in Sudan, which was elect-
ed to the commission on Thurs-
day, he said it was a “disaster
area” of human rights. “The
right of conscience has been sin-
gled out for special abuse by the
authorities. Unicef estimates
that some 12,000 to 15,000 people
are still in bondage. We must
turn the eyes of the world upon
the atrocities in Sudan.”

Bush said his administration
would continue to “speak and act
as long as the persecution and
atrocities in Sudan last”.

He said disrespect tor freedom
by regimes like Iragq and

Taliban is a grave cause of con- ‘

cern.
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he eagle eyes the field

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush... pondering the probabilities.

HE REPUBLICAN admin-
istration is certainly not
naive in coming to terms
with the workings of inter-
national policy. For instance, the
Bush foreign policy team certainly
cannot be under the impression
that it can go about setting the
terms of engagement of the post-
Cold War era and expect the other
major players, the Russians and
the Chinese, to watch quietly from
the sidelines.
Washington may not be respon-
ding to every move of Moscow and
Beijing — individually or jointly —

. but it is surely watching the trends
“ in the ties between these two na-

. tions.

The proposed Treaty of

© Friendship ation which is to be for-

- mally inked in

the next few
months is a case in point.

For the record, the response has
been only along expected lines —
that the nations of the world are
free to go about pursuing positive
relations and the Bush administra-
tion will be keenly pursuing U.S.
objectives and interests, for peace,

. prosperity and the promotion of
! American values abroad.

Having set the terms for dealing
with them in the fashion it has,
Washington is watching with more
than ordinary interest the moves
of Moscow and Beijing. And, in the
last three months, it has become
rather obvious that the Bush ad-
ministration will have to factor in
how these two nations are going to

. respond, in cases involving them

_directly and also the regimes

X/Was’hmgton may see as politically

troublesome or uncomfortable.

The Republican administration
is seeking to draw up an agenda
that might even “tolerate” the
Russians; but is bent on going out
of its way to make China uncom-
fortable. But the issue that many in
the right wing have not answered
is if Washington is prepared for the
consequences — economic, politi-
cal and strategic.

In the last few months, the U.S.
has not only seen relations be-
tween Russia and China being
fine-tuned on the political front,
but on the military and the strate-
gic as well. The Bush administra-
tion has expressed concern —
privately at least — over the so-
phisticated air and sea supplies
cooperation that is coming about,
as also the intelligence reports of
Russian troops participating in
mock exercises over a crisis in the
Straits of Taiwan.

That is on the bilateral front
concerning Russia and China. And
China on its own has told the Bush
administration in very plain terms
that there will be a price to pay for
not only the National Missile De-
fence System but also for the latest

Washington is
watching with more
than ordinary interest
the moves of Moscow
and Beijing, says
Sridhar Krishnaswami

arms package to Taiwan. Even if
the Chinese do not admit it in any
blunt way, the “price” is in its
dealings with such regimes as
North Korea, Iran and Pakistan on
the nuclear and missile fronts.

The Bush administration’s re-
sponse to the Sino-Russia Treaty
of Friendship will also come by
way of trying to woo the Russians.
The Russian leader, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, has clearly proved himself
to be quite adept in the realm of
international politics and diplo-
macy and has given the impres-
sion that Moscow cannot be
pushed around, especially by wav-
ing the economic card, bilaterally
and through the International
Monetary Fund.

The U.S.President, Mr. George
W. Bush, had some very nice
words for Russia in his speech at
the National Defence Academy
saying that he was willing to work
with Mr. Putin to move away from
the climate of distrust of the Cold
war era. In hanging tough on the
anachronism of the 1972 Anti Bal-
listic Missile Treaty, Mr. Bush
pointedly stressed that he was
quite willing to work with the Rus-
sians on an alternative.

The point to keep in mind is that
in spite of all the rhetoric that may
come about from Washington,
Moscow and Beijing, the bottom
line is that the three countries will
be keen on playing a grand game,
each under the impression that it
is coming away as the winner even
as it looks for new allies to make
the others uncomfortable.
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WASHINGTON: esident
George W. Bush
intends to make

deep reductions
in US) nuclear
§ weapons, per-
| haps without ne-
gotiating recip-
rocal cuts by
| Russia, officials
i e say. The adminis-
George Bush  14(on sees these
reductions as one element of a new
national security strategy that in-
cludes a global missile defense.

Mr Bush was spelling out his vi-
sion for security in a speech on
Tuesday at the National Defense
University —the same venue that
then-president Bill Clinton used
exactly eight months ago to an-
nounce that he believed the tech-
nologies needed for a shield against
ballistic missiles were not mature
enough to commit to building one.

The President was presenting a
“general framework” for a com-
prehensive security strategy, rather
than specific details, a senior ad-

- . . . v 0 Daner-wr-emsmnad
ministration official said on Mon-

day, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Mr Bush will shift em-
phasis toward a defensive nuclear
strategy — not just missile defenses
but also coordinated efforts to stop
the global spread of nuclear
weapons technologies— and away
from the traditional U.S. strategy of
deterring aggression by maintain-
ing a large offensive nuclear capa-
bility.

The U.S. has about 7,200 nuclear
weapons and is committed under
the START II treaty to reducing
that stockpile to 3,500.

Mr Bush often has said he would
like to reduce the nuclear arsenal
to the lowest level possible while
still maintaining enough weaponry
to deter an aggressor, but he has
not said exactly how low he would
go.
The President in his speech on
Tuesday was not committing the
U.S. to specific nuclear cuts, the se-
nior administration official said.
“We’re not ready to get into num-
bers,” the official said.

CCUIUI QLU L ivas’s LUi1IUL L

The officials also said Mr Bush
was not announcing a U.S. with-
drawal from the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty, although the administra-
tion has made it clear for months
that it considers the 1972 treaty
outmoded and an illegitimate
stumbling block to developing ef-
fective missiles defenses at the ear-
liest possible date. '

He will also urge key allies and
Russia to forgo Cold War thinking
and embrace a U.S. missile shield as
the best defense against attacks by
“rogue states,” officials said.

The President “really is making
an argument about a new environ-
ment about the need for a new
foundation for peace and stability
... That’s it’s time to think conceptu-
ally different,” said the official.

The President will tout “a new
way of thinking reflecting the fact
that Cold War is over, and that the
threat to peace comes mostly from
rogue-nation missile launches or
accidental missile launches,” said

spokesman Ariel Fleischer. jagefios)
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/USA reverses
suspension of
military ties ¢
with China

THE CHINA DAILY
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

BEIJING, May 3. — An embar-
rassed US defence department
yesterday reversed an order is-
sued by defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld’s office which
had mistakenly suspended
American military ties with
China.

A Pentagon spokesman said
the order, signed two days ago
by a Rumsfeld deputy and an-
nounced late on Wednesday,
had “misinterpreted” Mr Rum-
sfeld’s intention to subject
modest bilateral ties such as
ship visits and military person-
nel exchanges with Beijing to a
case-by-case review.

The mistake was admitted as
chill relations continued be-
tween the two countries over
the mid-air collision between a
US navy EP-3E spy plane with
a chasing Chinese jet fighter
over the South China Sea on 1
April.

“The memo called for a sus-
pension of the military-to-mili-
tary program until further no-
tice. That is not his (Rum-
sfeld’s) intention,” Navy Rear
Admiral Craig Quigley, a Pen-
tagon spokesman said two
hours after the “suspension” or-
der was announced.

“The secretary’s intention is to
bring all proposed interaction
of the China military-to-milita-
ry (relations) to the Hepart-
ment of the secretary of defence
staff level for individual, case-
by-case review and approval,’
the embarrassed admiral said.
Another Pentagon spokesman,
reading from the mistaken
memo based on Mr Rumsfeld’s
orders, had earlier said modest
military tigs/between the two

——

countries had been suspendey.
The order was signed on Mok-
day and issued to the military
services by Mr Christopher Wil-
ltams, special assistant to the
secretary for policy matters. But
Mr Quigley said it had simply
misrepresented Mr Rumsfeld’s
intention to be more careful
about such ties.

The US military services were
told of the order on Monday. But
no formal notification was ever
sent to China, defence officials
said.

Defence officials said while
military-to-military programs
between Washington and Bei-
jing were very modest, the
memo signed on Monday had in
effect briefly suspended ties
which normally range from
military ship visits to exchang-
es of visits by military officers.
The USA and China are still
negotiating over a proposed
meeting of their bilateral Mili-

tary Maritime Consultative

Commission to discuss return
of the aircraft. The USA has
proposed several tentative
dates for the meeting.

The Pentagon said on Tuesday
the “Made in China” label
would be removed from the
black berets in the US army
outfits. It said the Army’s top
general has determined that
US troops would not wear be-
rets made in China or berets
made with Chinese content.
The Army said it was recalling
previously distributed berets,
received from China this year.
The announcement came after
the Congress criticised the defe-
nce department’s decision to let
contracts totaling $27 million go
to companies in China and else-
where to make the black caps,
instead of to American firms.
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_+ U.S. rewriting nuclear mantra

\/‘ By C. Raja Mohan /), 5
NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The Uinited States Presfdent,
Mr. George W. Bush, is all set to change the
rules of the nuclear game. In a land Inack
speech tonight in Washington, the Amefican
leader is unveiling a package of ideasjthat
would stand traditional nuclear thinking on its
head.

Whether the world agrees with President
Bush or not, there iz no question that his
speech will go down as an important mile-
stone in the evolution of nuclear doctrine and
military strategy.

In pressing ahead with the plans to build
missile defences, rejecting arms control trea-
ties, and calling for radical reduction of nucle-
ar arsenals, Mr. Bush's shocking set of
proposals will cut through the familiar nuclear
divide among liberals and conservatives in the
U.S. and elsewhere.

Liberals in the U.S. as well as nations like
India have opposed space weapons but have
called for abolition of nuclear weapons.

But here is Mr. Bush offering more radical
cuts in American nuclear forces than any of
his predecessors, and insisting on building
space weapons. Should we say no to deep re-
ductions in nuclear arsenals, because it might
involve the deployment of non-nuclear weap-
ons in outer space?

Mr. Bush and his fefllowers are determined
to overthrow conventional wisdom on nuclear

S,

weapons. One of the old nuclear mantras is
that deterrence and peace will be maintained
through “balance of terror” — with both ad-
versaries relying on offensive nuclear weap-
ons.

The “principle” that offensive weapons
were ‘‘good” and defensive technologies
“bad"” was codified in the Anti- Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty of 1972 signed by the U.S. and Rus-
sia. It was considered such an eternal truth,
that Washington and Moscow agreed that the
treaty would be in force for an unlimited dura-
tion.

Mr.Bush is now saying the ABM treaty is a
“relic” of the Cold War, and it has no rele-
vance in the changed world order. He is pro-
posing that the old ways of maintaining peace
through massive nuclear retaliation should
vield to introduction of new defensive tech-
nologies.

American liberals say the defensive technol-
ogies will not work. The conservatives led by
Mr. Bush want to throw some money and re-
sources at the problem, and hope technologi-
cal solutions will emerge to at least deal with
limited nuclear attacks.

And if the ABM treaty comes in the way of
developing new defensive technologies, the
outdated agreement should be junked, Mr.
Bush says. For those who believe the ABM
treaty is the cornerstone of strategic arms con-
trol, the U.S. President is a heretic.

cuts in the existing nuclear arsenals. Arms
controllers have long argued that smatler nu-
clear arsenals among great powers will gener-
ate instability.

But now, Mr. Bush might suggest the U.S. is
ready to go below the level of 2,000 strategic
warheads. Even more unconventional is Mr.
Bush’s idea of doing these cuts unilaterally,
rather than through negotiations. In the past,
talks on nuclear reductions took years of
squabbling over numbers and verification
mechanisms.

Accused of unilateralism on the American
rejection of the Kyoto Protocol, the President
this time has initiated wide range of consulta-
tions with his allies. Fven as he delivers the
speech tonight, a team of senior officials is
travelling to Lurope and Asia to explain the
logic behind the missile defence initiative.

The key to the success of Mr. Bush's propos-
als may lie in his ability to convince both

friends and adversaries that in promoting mis- -

sile defence, the U.S. is not seeking global he-
gemony. If Mr. Bush signals that the U.S.
wants to retain the edge in nuclear weapons as
well as develop space weapons, his pro-
gramme will run into great opposition.

But if he suggests a framework to eliminate
nuclear weapons and promises international
cooperation in developing defensive technol-
ogies, Mr. Bush may indeed succeed in selling

_~the idea of missile defences to the rest of the
Fqually heretic is Mr.Bush's notionpfzdéép world.

e

B HINCU

"



Al

*"In"dia, EU, Japan put on’

US Sup
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HT Correspondent '

Washington, May 1

THE US has placed India, Euro-
pean Union. Japan and 10 other
countries on the "watchlist" of
Super 301 and Special 301 provi-
sions of its trade law for impos-
ing "unfair” trade barriers on
American products or for viola-
tion of intellectual property
rights.

The action, which is part of an
annual revicw by the US Trade
Representative, puts the differ-
ent countries on notice that they
could face trade sanctions unless
they fell in line by removing
trade barriers of the kind.

It has. however, been stated
that the Bush administration

has not initijted any new inves-
tigations thkht might lead to
actions aghinst countries
responsible fot the barriers.

While Spedial 301 seeks to
identify countries not providing
adequate protection to copy-
rights, patents and other intel-
lectual property, Super 301 deals
with identification of other
unfair trade barriers.

India has been placed on both
the watchlists. The others
placed likewise include the
14-nation European Union,
Brazil, Mexico. Japan, South
Korea, Canada. Australia, Tai-
wan, the Philippines, Israel and
Malaysia.

In respect of India, the
USTR’s report identifies barri-

er 391 watchlist

ers to investment in India's
automobile sector.

American firms like Ford
have reportedly objected to
India’s requirement of indigeni-
sation of components within a
time period.

The report on Special 301 iden-
tifies "significant concerns" with
the level of protection offered in
51 countries, inclusive of all the
countries placed on the Super
301 watchlist.

USTR Robert B. Zoellick com-
mented that together, these
reports underscored the Bush
administration's "strong com-
mitment to ensuring that Amer-

icans reap the benefits of the
trade agregmemts that we
negotiate”

[HE HINDUSTAN TIME
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Bush plans to
missile shield t
nuke arsenal cut

BY ANDREA SHALAL-ESA
/

i

|

Washingion, May 1: President
George W. Bush will make a
strong pitch on Tuesday for a
defence missile shield to protect
the United States and allies from
rogue attacks, linking its deploy-
ment with cuts in the US nuclear
arsenal.

In a speech at the Pentagon’s
National Defense University, Mr
Bush will argue for moving past
the limitations in the 1972 Anti-
Ballistic Missile treaty and build-
mg a missile defence system in
(nusuhat ion with allies and Rus-
siz, a senior US official said on
Monday.

Top Bush aide Karen Hughes
ssaid the President would call for a

‘new approach that moved beyond

the “nuclear balance of terror” of
the Cold War era to take account
of multiple threats now posed by
many so-called rogue states.

“The woerld is much different
from that today. We face a lot of
different threats from many
roguc states that are bent on devel-
oping weapons ol mass destruc-
tion. So the President believes that
we otght to look at better ways to
defend curselves and our friends
and allies throughout the world,”
she told CNN on the eve of Mr
Busit's speech.

w2

Mr Bush's speech will revisit a
major theme of his campaign for
the US presidency. Mr Bush
announced almost a year ago that
he would develop and deploy a
missile defense to guard against
rogue nuclear launches and other
attacks, and that he would share
the technology with US allies such
as lsrael. Officials said Mr Bush
would reiterate his willingness to
make unilateral reductions in the
US nuclear arsenal as a way to
mollify Russian concerns, but
would not cite specific numbers.

During the campaign, Mr Bush
promised to reduce US nuclear
weapons to “the lowest possible
number consistent with our nation-
al security” and vowed to urge
Russia to do the same.

The President began making the
argument for the defence shield in
a series of telephone calls on Mon-
day to key European allies who are
wary of the plan, laying the
groundwork for high-level talks on
missile defense next week.

His message to German Chancel-
lor Gerhard Schroeder, French
President Jacques Chirac, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Jean Chretien
and Nato secretary-general George
Robertson was that it was time to
think “conceptually different,” the
senior official said. (Reuters) /

THE ASIAN AGE



/In:jla under”
‘gaecial 301
H9 ((watchlist

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. India, along |
with the European Union and 14 |

other = countries, has been

brought under the ‘Special 301’ |

p iority watchlist of the United

States Trade Representative :

(USTR) for violation of the intel-
lectual property rights.

The official announcement
made today said the ‘Special 301’
aims to identify countries not
providing adequate protection to
copyrights, patents and other in-
tellectual property rights and
would bring them under higher
scrutiny by the U.S. authorities.

The Super 301 report has also
identified barriers to investment
in India in the auto sector. For-
eign automobile firms like Ford

have questioned the Indian Gov- !

ernment’s conditionality to indi-
genise their production within a
particular time frame. The case
has been going on under the aus-
pices of the WTO in Geneva for
quite some time, according to an
Indian Embassy official. — UNI
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right win

By Jal Taraporevala
ML ’MBAI Some changes in policy
, “ and style of func-
tioning have
been discernible
in the first 100
days of the
administration of
US. President
George W. Bush.
3 Mr Bush has
TR adopted a less
George W.Bush " .. "4 ¢ o ¢
approach and maintained a lower
public profile compared to his
immediate  predecessor, Bill
Clinton.

The proposal to cut taxes, the
decision to abandon the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change and
the move to stop funding family

LAND & BUILD

Factory Building at Bhiwandi
outside Octroi Area for sale. Plot
area 3500 sq.mt. with Building
30000 sq.ft. Also available vacant
plot 2500 sq.mt.
Contact - Mr. Dinesh

Tel.No.: 3670365 Fax : 3612579
Email: dinesh@nagreeka,com

OP

plannmg groups \%mh support
abortion clearly in{lichte a substan-
tive policy shift td the right. This
change in direction must be inter-
preted in terms of Mr Bush'’s ideo-
logical predilections, a sign of reas-
surance to the conservative sec-
tions in the Republican Party and a
desire to move ahead on some of
the more emotive aspects of his
agenda well before the next
Congresstional  elections  in
November 2002.

The main concern for Mr Bush
has been the significant slowdown
in the rate of growth of the econo-
my, especially that in the high-tech
sector. Mr Bush has, however, ben-
efited as a result of the substantial
cuts in interest rates effected by
the Federal Reserve Board.
Besides, the economic slowdown
has made it easier for him to put
forward his programme of reduc-
ing taxes.

Given the delicate balance of
power on Capitol Hill and the con-
troversy surrounding his election
as President, Mr Bush has laid
empbhasis on the goal of maintain-
ing close contacts with key
Democratic Party leaders. Even so,

= NEWS ANALYSIS ==

the measure of success that he is
able to achieve in advancing his
legislative programme will hinge,
among other things, on the health
of the economy, the state of public
opinion and the equation between
the so-called liberal Republicans
and conservative Democrats on
such crucial issues as tax cuts,
changes in medicare and educa-
tional reforms.

Mr Bush has accorded less
attention than Mr Clinton to
international affairs. This is a
reflection of his relative lack of
experience in the field, his preoc-
cupation with domestic affairs and
the unlikely possibility of the US.
facing any sustained crisis in the
foreseeable future. The emphasis
on building a stronger military and
developing the National Missile
Defence system is an obvious
move to appeal to the right wing of
the GOP.

Otherwise, the broad thrust of
U.S.foreign policy, which is basical-
ly bipartisan in nature, will remain
unchanged. For instance, the
recent row between the U.S. and
China notwithstanding,
Washington's policy of construc-
tive engagement towards Beijing
will essentially remain intact on
account of economic and péfitico-
strategic factors.
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Washmgtmz April 29 ' ~
THE UNITED States is consider-
ing major changes in America's
nuclear posture, such as slashing
the number of strategic war-
heads. taking most B-52 and B-2
bombers out of the nuclear force
and shifting some targets from
Russia to China, The Washington
Post reports

The Post, quoting administra-
tion officiais and independent
experts, said the proposed
changes grew out of an inter-
agency review of nuclear strategy
and weaponty ordered by Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. It
said the Pentagon is ready to cut
the number of strategic war-
heads from about 7,500 to below
2,500 if President Bush changes
the tormal guidance on what
nuclear forces are needed to meet
the declining threat from Russia,
the smaller but growing chal-

CHINA ALLOWS US ACCESS T0
STRANDED SPY PLANE

China will give the US access to its
spy plane stranded on Hainan Isiand
after a collision with a Chinese fight-
er on April 1, the official Xinhua news
agency reported Sunday.

During recent talks in Beijing, the US
had agreed to consider making pay-
ments to China. “The two sides will
conduct another round of negotia-
tions on the amount of the US pay-
ment and the items to be covered.”

Reuters, Beijing

lenge from China, and the limited
danger posed by nattons such as
Iraq, North Korea and Iran.

On Friday, a White House offi-
cial said Bush would begin con-
sulting sceptical US allies next
week on his controversial plans
for a missile defence system. He

i “US plans nuke overha I~

plans to n ounce on Tuesday
the deplpvment of a defence
shield for the United States and
its allies and link it with reduc-
tions in the US nuclear arsenal.

During his campaign, Bush
promised to develop and deploy a
missile defence to guard against
rogue nuclear launches and
other attacks, as well as reducing
US nuclear weapons to “the low-
est possible number consistent
with our national securityv.”

The Post said the Air Force
may absorb major changes, such
as switching most B-2 and B-52
bombers to conventional mis-
sions. This was proposed in 1997,
when the Clinton administration
discussed reducing to 2.500 war-
heads. In addition, the Air Force
may lower the readiness of its 50
MX “Peacekeeper™ interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, each
carrying 10 warheads.

Reuters

THE HINDUSTAN TMEX
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FROM ANDREW BROWNE ' ) *

Beijing, April 25 (Reuters): Inan
apparent toughening of the US po-
sition on Taiwan, President
George W. Bush abandoned long-
standing ambiguity and declared
the United States would defend
the island if it was attacked by
China.

But after approving the biggest
arms package to Taiwan in a
decade, Bush also tossed a few
olive branches to Beijing, telling
the Washington Post he did not
view China as an “enemy” and an-
nouncing an end to annual re-
views of arms sales to Taiwan.

China maintained its mea-
sured response to the arms pack-
age — and had no immediate com-
ment on Bush’s pledge to defend
Taiwan — indicating both sides
were anxious to limit the damage
to their relationship.

In an interview taped for
ABC’s Good Morning America,
Bush said Washington would do
“whatever it took” to defend Tai-
wan. Asked whether Washington
had an obligation to defend Tai-
wan from Chinese attack, Bush
said: “Yes, we do and the Chinese
must understand that.”

“Yes, I would,” he added.

Previous US administrations
have stopped just short of promis-
ing to send forces to Taiwan’s aid

in the event of war with China, al-
though they they have sent strong
signals that they would intervene.

In 1996, the US sent two battle

1l

George Bush

carrier groups steaming towards
Taiwan after China conducted
missile tests to intimid
land ahead of presides
tions. 2

No enemy

Under the 1979 Taiwan Relations
Act, the US administration is
obliged to provide Taiwan with
weapons needed to defend itself.
But Bush told the Washington
Post a near 20-year policy of annu-
al reviews for providing such
arms would be scrapped. Such re-
views put US administrations in
an awkward position by having to
publicly approve or reject items in
a long shopping list of arms pre-
sented by Taiwan, which has pow-
erful support in Congress.

“We have made it clear to the
Taiwanese that we will not have
this co-called annual review —
that we will meet on an as needed
basis,” Bush told the newspaper

/\v ‘Bush takes veil off
protect- Taiwan plan

an interview. Bush said he ex-

petted his state visit to China
woRld go ahead as planned in Oc-
tober. “And I do not view China as

an enemy,” Bush said.

“I view China as a partner on
some issues and a competitor on
others,” he said. Competition
“does not necessarily mean dis-
trust, anger, you know, furore”,
he added.

Bush’s comments on defend-
ing Taiwan were certain to alarm
China, which fears the United
States is drifting towards a de
facto military alliance with an is-
land Beijing regards as a wayward
province to be reunified by force if
necessary. Washington has al-
ways been reluctant to give an ex-
plicit commitment that would an-
tagonise Beijing, encourage pro-
independence forces on Taiwan
and remove an incentive for
Taipei to resolve its differences
with the Chinese mainland peace-
fully.

One Beijing-based Western
diplomat said Bush’s comments
represented a clear change, al-
though it was possible Bush ha 3
spoken out of turn and there cove
be some rowing back. “This i ' €T
tainly much stronger thar:l e Chi-
ments to date,” he said. “Té‘w ‘ds
nese put great store on t' c{xplo(inat
of the President,” the . t
said. “In the way th Ar S§S em
works, the President’ ; w:s ts a;g
not as loose as in thy, to have 1he
they are considered

weight of biblical auth‘omy%
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/Pentagon to cut
Cold War arms

"o b\1
Washington, April 23 (Reuters): A Pentagon panel has alw
ping the army’s new mobile artillery system and the navy’s pl:
21 destroyer to end the US military’s reliance on Cold War a
ministration official said today.

The official, who asked not to be identified, said the advisory panel
recommended cancelling the heavy, tracked “Crusader” artillery sys-
tem and to make other rollbacks in a weekend briefing for defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld. The New York Times, which first reported the
preliminary recommendations, said the group also advised halting

| plans to upgrade the Army’s ageing M-1A1 tanks, armoured Bradley

fighting vehicles and the Air Force’s swing-wing B-1 bomber.

The bold steps would test promises by President George W. Bush to
revamp the military for the 21st century, even leap-frogging planned
arms to take advantage of future advances in technology. No decisions
have been made, the official said, but there was a preliminary recom-
mendation to bypass the planned Crusader and the DD-Z1 “because of
feelings that they didn’t represent a really new generation of capabili-
ty.” More than a dozen study groups have been reviewing US military
strategy and weapons for Rumsfeld, including the Army’s plan to build

480 self-propelled 155mm “Crusader” howitzers at a cost of $11 biliion.

The tracked, rapid-fire howitzer, which weighs up to 80 tons with its
resupply vehicle, would be built by privately-owned United Defence
L.P.,based in Arlington, Virginia. The Times said the advisory panel be-
lieved the Crusader did not fit with a new military strategy to project
mobile military power over long distances with a focus on Asia instead
of a war with the former Soviet Union on the European plains.

The DD-21 is the Navy’s planned next generation destroyer. It would
be propelled by both electricity and steam and would have the ability to
fire shells long distances from offshore and also launch cruise missiles
at land targets.
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U. US. move (o

" By Jal Taraporevala - \ vi

MUMBAL U.S. President George
Bush has restated his administra-
tion’s intention to step up the pres-
sure on the Saddam Hussein
regime in Iraq. The White House is
seeking to advance this objective
through the approach of patrolling
the air exclusion zones in northern
and southern Iragq more actively.
specifically targeting the sanctions
against the leadership in Baghdad
and setting up a new UN weapons
machinery for Iraq.

Such a strategy is unlikely to suc-
ceed since it is not very different
from that which has failed to vicld
substantial dividends over the past
decade. For instance. the enforce-
ment of the no-fly zones has come
under mounting internationl criti-
cism since it has not been sanc-
tioned by the UN and because
there have been no significant
Iraqi ground attacks against the
Kurds of the north or the Shirtes of
the south in the past few vears.

More 1mp0rh}n% he \aggressive
American stand hds unwittingly
played into the Hands of Mr
Hussein. After all. it is no coinci-
dence that the Saddam regime vir-
tually halted its negotiations with

Ilu L on the
establishment of a
new international weapons moni-
toring authority for Iraq soon after
Washington conducted missile
strikes  near  Baghdad  last
Februarv. It is only a remote possi-
bility that Iraq will resume serious
discussions on this issue unless it

Iraq has been
emboldened to toughen
its negotiating stance as a
result of the widening
cracks between the
members of the Security
Council on how to
pmceed with Baghdad

NEWS ANALYSIS

secures tangible concessions on an
explicit time-table for the lifting of
sanctions and an assurance that the
verification machinery will not be
controlled by the US. as was the
case durlng the davs of UNSCOM

PR

Iraq has been
emboldened to
toughen its negotiating stance as a
result of the widening cracks
between the members of the
Security Council on how to pro-
ceed with Baghdad and the contin-
uing impasse in the West Asia
peace process which has created

pressure on Iraq may fail

anti-American sentiment among
£rass-roots sections in some parts
of the Arab world.

For its part, the U.S. can scarcely
be expected to soften its stand on
weapons inspections, not least
because some of the senior figures
in the current administration occu-
pied key official posts when Iraq
invaded Kuwait in 1990.

Besides, the fact that such per-
manent members of the Security
Council as China, France and
Russia are opposed to any increase
in pressure on Iraq means that it
will be almost impossible for the
US. to get its way on making the
embargo against Baghdad more
specific. In any case, there is no
adequate UN mechanism to moni-
tor the implementation of the sanc-
taons.

The growing leakages in the
embargo, especially  through
Jordan and Turkey, are increa-
singly rendering the sanctions inef-

fective. e
=
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U.S. spy p»lane |
crew under q
W

debriefin

PEARL HARBOR: Shortly aft\er
arriving here on Thursday follow-
ing their 11-day detention in China,
the 24 crew members of a U.S. spy
plane began two days of intense de-
briefings about the circumstances
of their aircraft’s collision w1th a-
Chinese fighter jet.

The 21 men and three women,
who were greeted by cheering spec-
tators and a brass band, were being
interviewed one at a time about the-
April 1 accident, which occurred
roughly 100 km from Hainan Is-
land over the South China Sea and
touched off a major diplomatic row.

“Individual crew members will
be called into a room with two or
three members from various in‘er~
ested agencies, said Navy
spokesman Lieutenant Comman-
der Conrad Chun. “They’ll share
some snacks, they’ll share informa-
tion. It will be very casual.”

Topping the list of concerns will
be how much classified data aad
equipment was destroyed duriig
the crippled plane’s harrowing de-
scent to a Hainan island airstrip &f-
ter the collision, Navy sources said.

“We need to know exactly what

; was learned by the Chinese,” a,
Navy source said. The EP-3 plane,
which is packed with state-of-the-,
art military equipment — some cf
it highly classified — is stjil bein;

held by China.
The crew members a&ﬂe tdtive

ly scheduled to leave Hawa\i ¢arly
Saturday after a news confeyence
for a five-hour trip to their home
base on Washington’s Whidbey Is-
land, for a planned gala celebration
with their families,

Meanwhile, Rear Admiral
Michael Holmes, who oversees the
Pacific Fleet’'s EP-3 surveillance
planes, called the plane’s pilot,’
Lieutenant Shane Osborn, a “hero™
for bring the plane down safely.

Late Thursday, US. television’
networks cited secondhand ac-
counts of the circumstances sur-"
rounding the crash, and of the
crew’s period as detainees, gleaned‘
from Continental Airlines flight at”
tendants and pilots who had chat”
ted with Osborn on board the char-
tered plane that brought the crew
from Hainan Island to Guam. arr)
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* Peter Verga told reporters after 2-
- hours at the Chinese Foreign
Ministry.

There was no immediate com-
ment from China and no immedi-
ate word on whether -another
round of talks would be held.

A breakdown in negotiations
would havé dealt a potentially seri-
ous blowto delicate China-US re-
lations.

After the first day of talks on
Wednesday, US officials said no
progress had been made and there
was No point continuing unless

| China agreed to discuss the return
of the EP-3 spy plane crippledina

spy plane

REUTERS
BEUING, APRIL 19 fighter.
The crippled EP-3 is strandk
INO-American negotlatlons on Hainan Island where it made
Son the April 1spy planeinci- an emergency landing after the
dentturned "very productive”  mid-air collision which resulted in
on Thursday, a senior US official  the death of Chinese fighter Pilot
said, aftet’the talks resumed fol-  Wang Wei.
lowinga di us first day. US Ambassador Joseph Prue-
"We covered all the items on  her made a successful visit to the
the agendaand Ifoundtoday’sses- Foreign Ministry on Thursday
sion to be very productive,” Acting  morning to salvage the talks, ex-
Defence Undersecretaryfor Policy ~ tracting a promise that a plan for

the return of the EP-3 would be
discussed, Verga said earlier.
China insists US spy plane
flights along its coast be halted and
that Washington admit responsi-
bility for the mid-air collision.
Prueher said the first day of
talks consisted of each side pre-
senting their positions. These had
been known ahead of the talks and
neither side had shown any sign of
backing down. There was little
comment from China, but senior
US - officials continued on the
tough line they have adopted since
China freed the 24 crew members

- of the EP-3 last week after holding

'with the United States

ond round of talks on
ane produgtlve US

them for 11 days on Hainan in a
tense standoff.

President George W Bush’s
National Security Adviser Con-
doleezza Rice said onan MSNBC
programme the American plane
was in international air space
when it was "rammed" by the Chi-
nese jet and forced to make an
emergency landing,

China insists the opposite is
true - that the spy plane rammed
the Chinese fighter, whdse Pilot
bailed out over the South China
Seaand is now lauded as a "revolu-
tionary martyr" and a "protector of -
the sea and sky". The delicate talks
in Beijing about how to move for-
ward from the tense diplomatic
impasse created by the incident are
expected to set the tone of future
Sino-US relations under the new
Republican administration.

The dispute threatens to spill
overintoahost of other sensitive is- -
sues, including US arms salew to
Taiwan, China’s tradé privileges

Beijing’s bid for the
Games.
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Power Projections

US Defence Policy to Contain China

EPORTS in the US media

speak of defence secretary
Donald H Rumsfeld unveiling a
new defence policy intended to im-
plement the Republican party’s
campaign platform. The new policy
emphasises that the Pacific Ocean
is the most likely theatre of major
military operations for the US as
China becomes more powerful and
Russia less so. This would require a
reorientation of a defence policy
that has been geared since the end
of World War II to keep the peace
in Europe and deterring the Soviet
Union. Operating in the Pacific will
require an additional emphasis on
long-range power projection which
means greater attention to air-lift
capability and other ways of send-
ing troops and firepower across
thousands of miles. The new doc-
trine is said to argue that the prolif-
eration of missiles and other
weapons of mass destruction could
cause US allies to limit access to
overseas bases requiring the US
military to be able to sustain itself
while operating at long distances.
Missile proliferation in the third
world also means that the US mili-
tary should place greater emphasis
on acquiring planes, ships and vehi-
cles that have “stealth” or radar-
evading capabilities. To achieve
these goals, the armed services
should cut spending on older
weapon systems.

According to this policy, China
will be treated as a strategic com-
petitor and not as a strategic part-
ner as used to be characterised by
the Clinton administration. The
new perspective implies that Chi-
na’s nuclear and missile prolifera-
tion is intended to wean away US
allies from their commitments and
may lead to allies denying the US
access to their bases. It is quite ob-
vious that one such ally who has
been seduced away is Pakistan
which is situated in a strategic loca-
tion adjacent to an area of vital in-
terest to the US — West Asia.

The present Bush administration
is not likely to have forgotten that
in 1990, the Pakistani army chief
having obtained nuclear and mis-
sile technology from China, sup-
ported the Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein in his strategic defiance.
Vice President Richard Cheney
was then defence secretary, Gener-
al Colin Powell was the chairman
of the joint chiefs of staff and Ms
Condoleeza Rice was on the staff
of the National Security Council.
At that stage, India provided tran-
sit facilities for the US aircraft

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

flying to the Gulf theatre.

Though the Reagan administra-
tion looked away from the China-
Pakistan proliferation relationship
in the 1980s since it gave higher pri-
ority to securing Pakistani support
to Afghan mujahideen operations
against the Soviet forces, it now ap-
pears to be dawning on the US ad-
ministration that China’s support
to Pakistan on nuclear and missile
technologies has a very strong anti-
US element. It is intended to create
more problems for the US in the
Gulf area. The Chinese also sold
around 60 'CSS-2 intermediate
range missiles to Saudi Arabia, yet
another close ally of the US. China
is likely to use its proliferation poli-
cy as a bargaining leverage to apply
pressure on the US in regard to
supply of sophisticated arms to Tai-
wan.

The US efforts to counter Chi-
nese proliferation are concentrated
in theatre and national missile de-

——— IN BRIEF

+ Rumsfeld’s defence policy
sees the Pacific Ocean as the
new theatre for military
operations

e Chinais to be treated as a
strategic competitor, not a
strategic partner

 Chinese proliferation and the

US reaction to it are of grave
security concern to India

fence since the US is utterly help-
less in stopping Chinese prolifera-
tion. The new US administration
presumably wants to retain the
right to test new weapons. That
may explain why the Republican
Party platform called the CTBT an
obsolete measure arising out of
outdated strategic thinking. Since
the focus of strategic interest for
the US is shifting to Asia-Pacific
and the likely primary rival of
the US is China, Mr Rumsfeld
highlighted the US need for
missile defence in the Munich
conference on security.

Chinese proliferation and the
US reaction to it are of grave secu-
rity concern to India. The widely
advocated thesis that China’s reac-
tion to the national missile defence
would result in an India-China
arms race is a totally untenable
one. India’s minimum credible de-
terrent posture will not need revi-
sion whether China has 30 or 300
missiles capable of reaching the

5

US. What wduld cause worry to In-
dia is the poskible Chinese prolifer-
ation of nuclkar and missile tech-
nologies to more countries in West
Asia. That, in fact, is America’s
worry when it talks of ‘states of
concern’ acquiring missiles and
weapons of mass destruction. But it
is reluctant to say openly that such
a threat might originate from Chi-
na. An open admission to this ef-
fect would mean recognition that
the NPT regime has collapsed. As
of now, the US is not willing to face
this ‘reality publicly. But that is
what is implied in the new defence
policy.

The US-China confrontation is
likely to be felt in two areas. It will
be direct in Taiwan and indirect in
West Asia. The US security estab-
lishment faces a dilemma. It cannot
afford to alienate Pakistan and
push it further into the arms of the
Chinese. At the same time, it has to
face the threats of extremism and
terrorism arising out of Pakistan
and the shadow of China-prolifer-
ated nuclear weapons and missile:,
to Pakistan over the Gulf area. The
US policy towards Pakistan, there-
fore, continues to be a.mbivalent«,

The Rumsfeld policy also envis-
ages a rapid modernisation of US
defence capability for long-term
power projection. If China, de-
clared a primary rival and competi-
tor, were to take steps to counter
the US missile defence and
modernisation of conventional
forces then it would have an ad-
verse impact on its economic
development. If it does not, then
the US will assert its hegemony
right up to Chinese territorial
waters just as it has done when its
surveillance aircraft collided with
a Chinese jet and made a forced
landing in Hainan.

India will have to monitor these
developments carefully in the in-
terest of its own national security.
The US-Soviet cold war impinged
on India directly since Pakistan be-
came a US ally. In the likely new
confrontation, fortunately that
kind of risk is not there. India does
not have any direct conflict of
interests with the US. No doubt
China’s proliferation policies
towards Pakistan hurt India’s
security. However, that is now
water under the bridge. If the
Chinese continue to persist in that
policy, it would call for a careful
review of India’s security interests.
Itis to be hoped that China realises,
that antagonising India at this gt e
is not in its interests.
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Bush talks tough with

crew safe at home !

Beijing, April 13

THE MID-AIR collision that
sparked a tense US-China stand-
off occurred when a Chinese
fighter pilot lost control and
clipped an American spy plane
during a close approach, a senior
US diplomat said on Friday.

China had blamed the Ameri-
can crew for the collision.

The diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity, also
faulted Beijing's "confrontation-
al" handling of the incident,
which the United States believed
resulted from pilot error and not
China's intentional ramming of
the US EP-3 spy plane.

“Our assessment is this wasn't
a deliberate act in any way of
coming out to trv to ram the EP-
3, it was a rendezvous that was
not accomplished very well,” the
diplomat told reporters after the
24-member U.S. crew returned to
the United States after 11 days in
captivity on China's Hainan
island.

The official said that by detain-
ing the crew and demanding an
American apology based on
China's account blaming the U.S.
plane for the April 1 collision,
"the Chinese missed an opportu-
nity to resolve it well and thereby

perhaps take something that was
bad and strengthen the relation-
ship."

The envoy added, however,
that it was unclear to the United
States whether "the Chinese lead-
ership had accurate facts pre-
sented to them when they made
their initial decision. There's a
possibility they were not pre-
sented with accurate informa-
tion."

President Bush took a firm line
in the aftermath of the Sino-
American spy plane standoff,
pledging stout defence of US inter-
ests, tempered with respect for
China following the return of the
plane’s crew.

“The US and China must make
adetermined choice to have a pro-
ductive relationship that will con-
tribute to a more secure, more
prosperous and more peaceful
world,” Bush told reporters
Thursday in the White House
Rose Garden.

As the spy plane crew returned
home, Chinese President Jiang
Zemin arrived in nearby Cuba
with a message of solidarity for
fellow communist President Fidel
Castro and his Government’s
decades-old dispute with Wash-
ington.

Although at times conciliatory

V4

\\ ‘i
toward Beijing, Bubh said he
would tell US officjals to ask
“tough questions” when the two
sides meet Wednesday to discuss a
mid-air collision between the spy
plane and a Chinese F-8 fighter
that led to the standoff.

He also suggested he would
continue surveillance flights off
the coast of China, despite Chi-
nese objections. “The kind of inci-
dent we have just been through
does not advance a constructive
relationship between our two
countries,” Bush said.

“Reconnaissance flights are a
part of a comprehensive national
security strategy that helps main-
tain peace and stability in our
world,” he added.

A senior White House official
later said Bush wanted to send a
clear message to Beijing.
“(The comments were) designed
to send a signal China has to
choose to work with us to have a
productive relationship,” the offi-
cial said. “This is an important
relationship and we need to get it
right.”

Chinese negotiators plan to
press for an end to US surveil-
lance flights near China’s coast,
state-run media said, citing For-
eign Ministry officials.

/
)
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s troops killed in Vietham crash

REUTERS

HANOL, APRIL 8 \Q‘V / C\ C\\

SIXTEEN people, including seven \
troops searching for the remains of servicemen

missing from the Vietnam War, were killed
when a Russian-made helicopter crashed into a
mountain in central Vietnam on Saturday, a US
Embassy spokesman said.

“The embassy has been informed by Viet-
namese authorities that a helicopter went down
in Quang Binh province this afternoon with
seven Americans and nine Vietnamese aboard,
including crew,” the spokesman said.

The Hawaii-based US Pacific Command,
citing Vietnamese officials, said: “Reportedly
there are no survivors.” It identified the heli-
copter as a Russian-made Mi-17.

The US Defense Department confirmed
that seven US Military personnel and nine Viet-
namese were Killed in the crash. .

President George W Bush said in a written
statement he was deeply saddened by the crash
and called it a terrible loss for the United States.

“The families of the service personnel lost in
today’s tragic accident know better than most
the contribution their loved ones made in bring-
ing closure to scores of families across Amer-
ica,” Bush said.

The US Pacific Command, which is opera-
tionally responsible for the hunt for Americans
still listed as missing from the Vietnam war, said
the helicopter had been en route to recover sus-
pected remains of Americans lost during the
war that ended in 1975 with a Communist vic-

tory.

“Today’s loss is a terrible one for our nation.
Although not lost in a hostile act, like those for
whom they search, they too have lived lives of
great consequence, answering a calling of ser-
vice to their fellow<citizens,” Bush said.

“It’s an unfortunate accident,” said Navy Lt
Cmdr - Terry Sutherland, a Pentagon
spokesman, adding the names of the Ameri-
cans would be released only after next-of-kin
had been notified. He said that notification was
underway.

A Vietnamese soldier at Quang Binh
province’s military command center told
Reuters the helicopter crashed into the moun-
tainside in Thanh Tranh commune of Bo Trach
district, about 700 metres (765 yards) from Viet-
nam’s main North-South road artery, Highway

One. //
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US dlplomats to m}s/spy plane crew

Bezjzng, April 6

US DIPLOMATS will get a second
meeting with the crew of an
American spy plane that collided
with a Chinese fighter jet, US offi-
cials said Friday.

The meeting with the 24 crew
members was planned on Friday
afternoon, officials at the US
Embassy in Beijing told
reporters. China has held the spy
plane’s crew since they made an
emergency landing on Hainan
island in the South China Sea on
Sunday after colliding with the
Chinese fighter jet. Despite
repeated US requests, China has
so far allowed only one meeting
between the crew and US offi-
cials. The second meeting was
expected to take place in Haikou,
Hainan’s capital, where seven US
diplomats have been waiting.

China has held the spy plane’s
crew since they made an emer-
gency landing on Hainan island

in t;;’s uth China Sea on Sun-
day aften\colliding with the Chi-
nese fighfer jet.

Despite repeated US requests,
China has'so far allowed only one
meeting between the crew and US
officials. The second meeting was
expected to take place in Haikou,
Hainan's capital, where seven US
diplomats have been waiting.

In Chile on Thursday, Chinese
President Jiang Zemin again
called for the United States to
apologise. “1 have visited many
countries and 1 see that when

people have an accident, both the

two groups involved say excuse
me,” Jiang said after arriving in
Santiago, the first stop of a 12-day
Latin American tour.

The United States has declined
to apologise for the mishap, but
on Thursday President Bush
expressed “regret” — qualified
language that has been used by
other American officials.

China said Thursday it will

hold the crew of the plane for
questioning and insisted on a
“cooperative attitude” from
Washington before they are
allowed to meet again with
American diplomats. Jiang also
said both sides should try to seek
a resolution. “I want to say with
emphasis that the leaders of
China and the United States must
manage this issue to the maxi-
mum interests” of their rela-
tions, he said.

He said Chinese officials were
exasperated by continued US sur-
veillance flights. “American
planes come to the edge of our
country and they don’t say
excuse me. This sort of conduct is
not acceptable in any country,”
he said. He said the airplane’s 24-
member crew was “healthy,” and
expressed regret about the miss-
ing Chinese flyer involved in the
crash. “During my flight to Chile,
I was thinking about our pilot,
and we don’t know where he is,

and our plane is at the bottom of
the ocean,” said Jiang, whose
comments were translated into
Spanish by Jiang’s interpreter.

China’s has given no sign that
the 24 American men and women
would be released soon, despite
warnings from Bush that China
risks undermining relations by
continuing to hold them.

China says the US crew violat-
ed international law and that an
investigation into the crash was
still going on. Though it has
repeatedly demanded an apology
and pressed the United States to
take blame, China welcomed the
latest US statements on the issue.

“The regret expressed by the
US is a step in the right direction
to solving this question,” said
Foreign Ministry spokesman Sun
Yuxi earlier on Thursday,
responding to Secretary of State
Colin Powell’s first public expres-
sion of regret a day earlier.
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~U.S. wrappmg up,

Osama ‘aides case

NEW YORK, APRIL 4. The clothing of a follower of Saudi dissident, Jsama
bin Laden, carried the residue of explosives after the 1998 bombing of
the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, an FBI chemist said as the Govern-
ment began wrapping up its case that the blast was part of a conspiracy
to kill Americans. Testimony this week has focused on Mohamed Sa-
deek Odeh, a 36-year-old Jordanian who left Kenya on the day of the
bombing, allegedly carrying a fake Yemeni passport.

He allegedly fled Nairobi on a Pakistani Airways flight that landed in
Karachi four hours before the explosion. He was arrested there when an
immigration official noticed that he did not look like the photo on his
passport. Odeh used to register at Nairobi’s Hilltop Hotel for the previ-
ous four nights. Prosecutors alleged that several suspected Kenya em-
bassy bombers had been staying in the hotel before the attack. The FBI
agents identified the Nike travel bag he was carrying at the time of his
arrest and its contents, including a pair of drawstring pants and a red
T-shirt.

Ms. Kelly Mount, an FBI forensic chemist who analyzed the bag’s
contents, testified that the clothing carried the residue of explosives.
She said the clothing, along with what looked like a bedsheet that had
been found in the bag, tested positive for either TNT or PETN. These
explosives were used in the making of the bomb meant for the Nairobi
attack.

The Federal prosecutors are expected to rest their case today, after
which the trial would recess until April 16. Defense lawyers would begin
presenting their case when the trial resumes. Testimony against four

. defendants with ties to Osama began on February 5 amid tight security.

The prosecutors summoned more than 80 witnesses since the start of
the trial, far fewer than they had initially planned. By reducing the
number of witnesses, prosecutors sharply cut the length of the pro-
ceedings, which could have continued through the summer and pos-
sibly into the fall. Odeh is one of four men on trial. They are among 22
defendants named in an indictment containing more than 300 counts
of alleged participation in a conspiracy, beginning in 1989, to kill U.S.
military personnel and civilians. The plot allegedly included the August
1998 bombings of the embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and Nai- |
robi.

Osama is among 13 fugitives listed in the indictment. The wealthy
Saudi exile, who is believed to be living in Afghanistan, allegedly mas-
terminded the twin embassy blasts, which killed 224 people, including
12 Americans, and injured thousands.

Among the defendants in the trial is Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-
"Owhali, allegedly a passenger in the truck used in the Nairobi bomb-
ing. He and defendant Khalfan Khamis Mohamed, a Tanzanian who
allegedly took part in the Dar es Salaam bombing, could both face the
death penalty if convicted.

The other defendants, Wadi
in Lebanon, and Odeh
Reuters

1-Hage, a naturalized U.S. citizen born
uld face life imprisonment if convicted. —




“US aid to Yugo

Washington, April 3 \ﬁh@

THE STATE Department said
on Monday that US assistance
to Yugoslavia will continue fol-
lowing the arrest of former
President Slobodan Milosevic.

In a statement released on
Sunday, President George W
Bush made no direct reference
to the aid issue, but said the
Yugoslav Government and peo-
ple “can count on the friend-
ship of the United States as
they continue down the path of
democratic and economic
reform.”

His arrest represents an
important step in bringing to a
close the tragic era of his bru-
tal dictatorship, Bush said.

Secretary of State Colin
Powell, however, ruled that
unless Yugoslavia continues to
cooperate with the UN War
Crimes Tribunal at The Hague,
the United States will withhold
support for an International
donors’ conference to help the
shattered Yugoslav economy.

For the time being, however,
a $ 50 million US assistance
program for Yugoslavia will
continue.

In addition, the administra-

A 1

tion w111 contlnue to support
Yugoslav requests for loans
from the World Bank and other
international lending institu-
tions.

The announcement by State
Department spokesman
Richard Boucher came a day
after Yugoslav security forces
arrested former President
Milosevic, who is wanted by
the Hague tribunal to face
charges of committing war
crimes.

Asked whether Milosevic
would have to be extradited to
the United States to support a
donors’ conference, Boucher
said the US assessment of
Yugoslav cooperation with the
UN tribunal “will not be based
on a single step.” Yugoslav
authorities, however, felt it is
not possible to extradite Milo-
sevic before legislators change
the Yugoslav Constitution.

The International Tribunal
is viewed in Yugoslavia as
biased against the Serbs, but
Senator Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky, said on “Fox News Sunday”
that he doubted the Govern-
ment had the ‘infrastructure’
to put up a free and fair trial,
and that “aid should be cut off

slavia will continue

ntil Milosevic is handed
er.”

Congress insisted the Serb
leader, who led his country into
disastrous wars in Bosnia,
Croatia and Kosovo, cooperate
with the Hague tribunal as a
condition for receiving addi-
tional US aid.

Congress had set a Saturday
deadline for Powell to make a
certification decision but he
chose to withhold an
announcement until Monday.

A US official, asking not to
be identified, said the Govern-
ment of President Vojislav Kos-
tunica is taking steps to
improve human rights in
Yugoslavia and is collecting
evidence of war crimes for the
tribunal’s use.

This, he said, showed a “sig-
nificant degree” of compliance
with Congress’ demand — but
not enough for the administra-
tion to fully support the con-
vening of donor nations.

At the same time, the admin-
istration does not want to
undercut the pro-Western
democracy that has taken hold
in Yugoslavia after more than a
decade of Milosevic’s rule.

AP




NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION \/

W\

US study urges carr
policy for India, Pakistan

S Rajagopalan
Washmuton ’\Iarch 30
A NEW study on South Asian
nuclear proliferation has asked
the Bush Administration to
adopt a carrot-and-stick
approach towards India and Pak-
istan. “Promise of incentives”
should be combined with “threat
of sanctions™ to cap the weapons
programmes of the two coun-
tries, it says.

Jeintly published by Harvard

Jniversity’s ‘Managing the
Atom Project’, the Fourth
Freedom Forum and the Joan
B Krock Institute for Interna-
tional Peace Studies. the study
asserts that "US intervention
may be necessary” to prevent the
deplovment of nuclear weapons
and deliverv systems in South
Asia.

At a time when the new
administration has ordered a
review of the post-Pokhran II
sanctions against India and Pak-
istan. the study argues that it
would be a mistake for Washing-
ton to abandon all sanctions poli-
ies in favour of unconditional
engagement with New Delhi and
[z lamabad.

Samina Ahmed and David
Cortright, who have authored
the study, say the Bush
administration’s interim goal
should be to cap India’s and Pak-
istan’s nuclear weapons pro-
grammes below the deployment
threshold. At the same time, the
US should “persuade and pres-
sure” the two to roll back and
eventually eliminate their pro-
grammes.

According to them, an arms
control strategy aimed at mere
reduction and nuclear restraint

won’t do.
For, as long as the two
neighbours possess nuclear

weapons, the threshold for unau-
thorised, accidental or intention-
al use will remain dangerously
low.

While diplomatic engagement
and other 1ncent1ves can play a
major role ih convincing India
and Pakistan to curb their
nuclear weapons programmes,
these inducements will fail
“unless they are accompanied by
sanctions”.

In the circumstances. the
study feels the best bet is the
adoption of a multilateral carrot-
and-stick approach instead of

t & stick

the one pursued unilaterally by
Washington.

For this, it wants the United
States to “build an international
coalition in support of its non-

proliferation goals in South
Asia”.

Ahmed and Cortright
disagreed with analysts

and think-tanks who believe
“the best policy for the US is
to learn to live with the reality
of nuclear weapons in South
Asia and to grant India and Pak-
istan the nuclear status they
desire”.

The United States must 1ndeed
engage with the two countries to
promote its national interests,
but it would be undermining
these very national inter sif
it abandons non-proliferatio op
goals and tacitly accepts India’s
and Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
status”.

Curlously enou the
study wants the Bug ,reglme
(which is totally opp@sed to the

Comprehensive Test Ban gaty)
to support concessional
eral lending to India and¥a
istan if they sign the CF'
demonstrate their
restraint.




/ Schroedér raises\”
NMD with Bush “|>

WASHINGTON, MARCH 30. The German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard Schrogder,
raised questions on Thursday about the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s plans for a missile defense system and his opposition to a gigbal-
warming treaty. But Mr. Bush said he was heartened by their first njeet-
ing, declaring Mr. Schroeder "“at least interested in our point of vigw"".

The two leaders met for more than two hours, discussing a range of
ticklish issues, several of which they disagree on. But Mr. Bush said, “We
can disagree and still be friends.” Mr. Schroeder described the session as
‘frank.” “We agreed on practically everything except obviously one thing,
and that was, no surprise, the Kyoto protocol,” he said referring to the
global-warming pact that the U.S. has rejected.

““We have different opinions and we are happy to admit to you that we
hold different opinions,” Mr. Schroeder said. “We were also happy to
admit to one another that we have different positions.”” Mr. Bush gave no
indication his view of global warming or the Kyoto agreement changed
after their session. The President said he explained to Mr. Schroeder that
a domestic ‘energy crisis’ made capping carbon dioxide emissions from
power plants — thought to be a contributor to global warming — unfea-
sible. Mr. Bush had promised during his campaign to limit such emis-
sions. Mr. Schroeder said he raised several questions about Mr. Bush’s
plan for a missile defense shield, including who would be covered by it
and what the repercussions would be for nuclear disarmament.

Mr. Bush told reporters he made his case for the system, saying it was
meant to protect against jextremists’ who might want to attack the U.S. or
Germany. — AP )
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USA: Albanians |

in Macedonia ; %

anti- democrat

@J“

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA SQV

WASHINGTON, March 24. -
The USA has condemned the
extremist forces trying to scut-
tle the democratic process and
the rule of law in Macedonia.
“The USA joins its allies and
the UN in condemning the vi-
olence perpetrated by a small
extremist group determined
to destabilise the democratic,
multi-ethnic government of
Macedonia,” President Mr
Seorge W Bush said. i

He said USA was working
with its allies in the region to
assist the Macedonian gov-
ernment in countering the
ethnic Albanian rebels while
supporting Nato's efforts to
assess the region’s immediate
security needs.

Mr Bush encouraged the
government of the former
Yugoslav republic to “act with

restraint” and work with the
\elected Albanian representa-
tives. “We are already provid-
| ing surveillance information to
the Macedonian government
and our defence department is
dispatching unmanned aerial
vehicles to assist in this effort.
Patrols have been increased
along Kosovo’s border with

C .
()
Macedonia to improve border
security,” he said.

The US secretary of state,
Gen Colin Powell at a press
conference yesterday reiter-
ated his government’s stand
on the issue, saying “We will
stand with the Macedonian
government... “We have made
it clear that we will support
the territorial integrity of
Macedonia....”

Bush backs Annan

President Bush has endorsed
UN Secretary General Mr Kofi
Annan’s candidature for a sec-
ond term in office, adds AFP.
“My administration thinks he
is doing an excellent job... and,
therefore, we heartily endorse
his second term...I appreciate
your willingness to serve a sec-
ond term...” Mr Bush told Mr
Annan at a meeting at the
Oval Office yesterday.

“I'm looking forward to
working not only to make
sure that you serve a second
term, but once that is done,
work closely with you to keep
the peace and to make the
world more prosperous,” a
White House statement quot-
ing Mr Bush said.



By Sridhar Krishnaswami

“Bush backs Annan for second term

WASHINGTON, MARCH 24. The Unit-
ed Nations Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, received a major
boost for his second five-year
term on Friday when the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
endorsed his candidacy. Mr. An-
nan was here for a meeting with
the Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, and his first meeting with
the President at the White House.

“We endorse his second term
as Secretary-General,” Mr. Bush
told reporters. The support of the
U.S. is crucial for a U.N. Secre-
tary-General. The Clinton admin-
istration had refused to endorse
Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali for a
second term. Mr. Annan'’s candi-
dacy needs the approval of the Se-
curity Council and the General
Assembly.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Annan dis-
cussed a wide range of subjects
including Macedonia, global pov-
erty, AIDS, West Asia and Iraq. Af-
ter the meeting, a White House
spokesperson said Mr. Bush
would work with Congress to ap-
prove Washington’s dues of about
$600 millions owed to the U.N.

“We were both satisfied that we
have put behind us the difficult
budgetary issue that has made

39’\ ‘ '

The United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, with the
U.S. President, Mr. George Bush, at the Oval Office, White House,
in Washington on Friday. — AP

our relationship difficult and
promised to work very closely to-
gether,” Mr. Annan said.

The problem of U.S. payments
remains as the issue is hanging in
the House of Representatives, and
any tinkering with what has al-
ready been approved in the Sen-
ate will further delay the

payment.

i‘iﬁ kifik

The only problem in the unani-
mous endorsement of Mr. Annan
for a second term would come
from Asia.

So far, no one from the Asian
bloc has come up with a candi-
date, but there seems to be a per-
ception in some quarters that tht
is perhaps “Asia’s turn”
the world body.
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THE STRATEGICNPRIORITIES of the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George Bush. seem to be taking a
definitive shape in thg present context of his ad-
minisiration’s desire to test the strength of Rus-
sia’s political will to oppose the proposed
American missile defence network. Relevant to
this gameplan is the U.S.-Japan dialogue on stra-
tegic issues. The joint statement on the latest talks
. between Mr. Bush and the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Yoshiro Moti, is notable on two counts. It
not only re-endorses Washington'’s strategic foot-
print across East Asia but also advocates “close
consuitations on missile defence among allies and
with other interested parties”. Indeed, Mr. Mori
does not appear to have been effusive about sup-
porting the evolving American strategic agenda.
But the statement conspicuously records that the
U.S. and Japan are “already conducting cooper-
ative research on ballistic missile defence tech-
nologies”. Now, Mr. Mori's position as a
beleaguered political leader may not have really
heightened the diplomatic lustre of a summit that
has been held between two key allies in the pre-
sent climate of a strategic flux on the global scene.
However, the two have arguably gone beyond the
ritualistic refrain of conventional strategic wis-
dom, although they merely asserted the well-
known factors — the “U.S.-Japan alliance is the
foundation of peace and stability in the Asia Pacif-
ic region” and the “U.S. (military) presence’ in
the area concerned “‘remains vital to regional se-
curity”. The salient point really is that these virtual
strategic realities, which have remained constant
during the past half-century, are being reaffirmed
at this sensitive juncture. Obviously, Washington
and Tokyo intend to redefine these basics over
time and against the unfolding circumstances of
an anticipated tussle between the U.S. and the
other major powers on the missile defence issue.

Russia is the power most directly concerned
with Mr. Bush's new strategic wish-list. While Chi-

HE BIG POWER EQUATIONS

na and some members of the European Union are
also closely monitoring his mood and methods in
this field, Russia’s higher stakes are rooted in the
‘spirit’ of the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, which
Moscow and Washington had signed in 1972 to
outlaw the creation of defence shields aimed at
neutralising the deterrent effect of the systems
that could deliver nuclear warheads. The ban was
seen then as the critical aspect of a barometer of
international strategic stability. However, Moscow
is now furious over certain reported remarks of the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld. The
new U.S.-Russia row is energised by his allega-
tions about Moscow's perceived reckiessness in
encouraging or enabling countries such as North
Korea and Iran to acquire nuclear weapons and
their delivery systems. This new accusation and
Mr. Rumsfeld’s earlier denunciation of the ABM
Treaty as an ancient relic determine the diplomat-
ic logic of Washington's plans for a missile defence
tryst. Moscow’s counter-point is that a Cold War
mentality is still the bane of Washington’s strate-
gic impulses and that the Bush administration has
not woken up to the non-confrontational ethos of
the present phase in big power politics.

The ongoing research-oriented cooperation
between the U.S. and Japan in the realm of missile
defence knowhow is bound to ruffle China’s feath-
ers, given the inherent geopolitical message. How-
ever, two imponderables of international palitics

.render it difficult at this stage to foresee the ele-

ments of a new worldwide strategic environment.
Mr. Bush is keen on engineering afresh a global
security architecture, whose cornerstone will be
his missile defence initiative. Yet, Russia and Chi-
na are still largely clueless about how to thwart the
U.S. or force it to accommodate their interests.
The other uncertaipty is whether the U.S. can en-
gage the big and/eme:ging strategic powers in a
constructive mghiner without waiting for them to
confront {t.
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“USTaljban
tales end in
<~'‘deadlock

WASHINGTON, March 20. -
The talks between the US state
department and the Talibar
foreign ministry ended in &
deadlock today with Washing-
ton maintaining that the Ka-
bul regime failed to give specif-
ic proposals on ending terror-
ism in the region.

The letter which the Taliban
foreign ministry official, Syed
Rahmatullah Hashemi, for-
warded to Mr George W Bush
during his meeting with the
state department officials
pressed for improved relations
and continued dialogue. How-
ever, no specific proposal was
stated in the latter. — UNI
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aron heads for ﬁrst o

meeting with Bu

By Danielle Haas

Jerusalem, March 18

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ar1el
Sharon leaves behind a volatile
domestic security situation on
Sunday to meet President George
- W Bush in Washington for the
first time since both took office

Sharon is also due to meet
senior defense officials, US Jew-
ish and congressional leaders
and visit the United Nations as
Palestinians’ feelings run high
over Israeli restrictions on their
movement after almost six
months of an uprising.

Shin Bet security chief Avi
Dichter met Palestinian intelli-
gence chief Amin al-Hindi late
on Saturday at Gaza’s Erez cross-
ing with Israel to discuss trying
to reduce the level of violence,
sources close to the meeting said.

They said it was the second
time the two had held talks since
Sharon defeated Ehud Barak in
February’s prime ministerial
election. But Palestinian Public
Security chief Major General
Abdel-Razek al-Majaydeh said no
meeting had taken place.

There was no Israeli confirma-
tion that the talks had happened,
although Israel Radio reported
that Sharon had given the green
light to Israeli officials to hold
talks with Palestinian counter-
parts on reducing tensions.

At least 347 Palestinians, 65
Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs have
been killed since the uprising

against Israeli occupation erupt\
ed in September.

Thousands of Palestinians
took to the streets of the West
Bank and Gaza on Saturday to
demand an end to Israeli block-
ades of Palestinian areas, scorn-
ful of Israeli promises to relax
controls the Jewish state says are
necessary for its security.

Palestinian hospital officials
said that Israeli troops shot and
wounded two Palestinians in sep-
arate incidents in the Gaza Strip.

Witnesses reported heavy late-
night exchanges of gunfire
between Israeli soldiers and
Palestinians to the north of the
West Bank town of Hebron, close
to the West Bank settlement of
Tapuach and near Neve Dekalim
and Gush Katif in the Gaza Strip.

Sharon, Arafat seek support

The hardline Sharon, cold-
shouldered by the United States
as an obstacle to peace less than
a decade ago, wants support for
his demand that peace talks with
Palestinians will only resume if
there is an end to the uprising
that broke out in September.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat, on his own drive to drum
up support ahead of an Arab
summit in Amman later this
month, held talks with his Egypt-
ian counterpart Hosni Mubarak
on Saturday.

A senior Palestinian official
said Arafat would visit Syria this
month for talks with President
Bashar al-Assad that aim to end

sh"“

\ MORI OFF TO WASHINGTON

PRIME MINISTER Yoshiro Mori
departed Sunday for a summit with
resident Bush amid political tur-

oil in Japan that has dimmed
hopes of a substantial meeting.
Mori is widely expected to step
down next month over gaffes and
scandals that have sent his popu-
larity plunging to less than 10 per-
cent. Nevertheless, the agenda for
the meeting, scheduled for
Monday in Washington, is a full
one. The summit in Washington
and another one scheduled for
March 25 with Russian President
Vladimir Putin have so far been
noteworthy primarily for their
impact on Japan’s domestic
politics. AP, Tokyo

years of animosity over policy
differences. The announcement
came a day after an official Syri-
an spokesman said Bush had
phoned Assad to say he was
ready to help reach peace in the
Middle East. Israel announced
on Friday the relaxation of the
clampdown it imposed on Pales-
tinian-ruled areas after the
uprising began.

Europe and the US have put
pressure on Israel to relax the
closures of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, which have made it
impossible for thousands of
Palestinians to commute to jobs
in Israel and restricted residents’
movements. Reuters

Fresh violence
claims eight
in Indonesia

Jakarta, March 18

FRESH FIGHTING has killed at
least eight people in Indonesia’s
restive Aceh province, police and
human rights workers said on
Sunday.

Local police chief Said Husei-
ni said officers shot three sepa-
ratist rebels to death on Saturday
on the outskirts of the provincial
capital of Banda Aceh, but he
would give no further details. A
civilian was killed by crossfire in
a separate gunfight nearby,
police said.

Human rights workers said
the bodies of four villagers were
found on Saturday in southern
Aceh, about 1,100 miles north-
west of Jakarta. The victims
appeared to have been killed by
gunshots, they said.

Indonesia’s government said
Saturday it has deployed three
battalions of troops to Aceh to
protect Exxon Mobil Corp.’s nat-
ural gas fields after the company
suspended operations last week
because of rebel attacks.

Nuke reactor deal: North
Korea's state-run media on Sun-
day warned President Bush he
risks drastically worsening rela-
tions if the US reconsiders a
Clinton-era deal to help build
nuclear reactors. Such a move
would lead North Korea to “take
up an extreme hardline stance,”
the broadcast on Radio Pyong-
yang said.

Ap
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‘Bush to visit Beljing
m@dur_ing Asian tour

HY)- ] Whar Krishnaswami ¢ >
WASHINGTON, MARCH 17. The U.S. President, Mr. George W Bush, is
making plans to visit Beijing prior to heading to Shanghai for the meet-
ing of the Asia Pacitic Economic Cooperation Forum this Qctober. The
White House inade this announcement a day after China formally said
that Mr. Bush would be in Beijing.

(he announcement of Mr. Bush’s travel plans to Beijing comes at a
time when the new Republican admimstration is fine-tuning its East
Asian policy making it known guite clearly in the process that Washing-
ton will be paving more attention to traditional allies and friends in the
regiom, nowbly Japan. The Bush administration has also made it plain
that it does not view China as a “strategic partner”. The other parts of
Mr. Bush's travel to Asta Later this year have not been fully finalised; and
the expectanon is that he will be adding at least one other major
destination in vourse of tme. In 1998, the former President, Mr. Bill
Clinton,weds criticised for skipping Astan capitals such as Tokyo and

SeoutTargely out of o deference to the wishes of the Chinese.

Lven before the fuller aspects of the travel plans to China are put in
place, Washinglon and Beijing are getting ready for some heady times
in their bilateral relationship. The Republican administration has start-
ed confidentiaily briefing Congress on the Taiwan Arms shopping list
and there are reports that this administration has finalised the package.
The formal decision is normally taken around mid-April.

tor the third year in a row, Taiwan is secking four Aegis-equipped
missile destroyers armed with Tomahawk cruise missiles valued at US
$1 billion per piece. And there is increased pressure on the adminis-
tration from conservative Republicans toflet Taiwan what it needs on
account of a growing threat perception from China. And Beijing’s chief
worry is that the Aegis systems gives Talwan the ballistic missile de-
fence capability. i spite of the growing pressure from Capitol Hill and
other conservative quarters, Mr. Bush is expected to follow the foot-
steps of his predecessor and not grant the Aegis sale which is generally
seen as one of the most sensitive issues in bilateral ties. The impression
is that the new Bush administration despite all of its anti-China rhetoric
will see the larger picture of national interests.

The pressure on the administration on granting Taiwan's main re-
quest which will be brought formally by a top Naval official next week
also comes at a time when there have been reports of China having
completed a second missile base just 135 miles off Taiwan. The Penta-
gon is worned of the Chinese M-9 missile buildup across the Taiwan
Straits. Mr. Bush is expected 1o raise the new missile base and a number
of other issues with the visiting Chinese Vice- Premier, Mr. Qian Qichen,
during a scheduled imeeting next week. Mr. Qian, a respected expert in

international affairs, and Mr. Bush will be discussing tull range of
subjects. the White House has said.
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+ A 'FRESH’ THINKING has been promised by the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, in
regard to the daunting task of visualising as also
developing and deploying a state-of-the-art mis-
sile defence system. For a starter, he has ex-
pressed political misgivings about describing the
proposed plan as a national missile defence sys-
tem (NMD). According to him, “‘national” and
“theatre’ are “words that aren't useful” in refer-
" ence to the specific missile defence plans of the
U.S. The original proposal for a “national missile
defence’” system is often seen in the global dip-
lomatic arena as a possible scheme aimed at
protecting only the U.S. and its assets as also
interests that span the entire world. The ideas
about the related “‘theatre” defence networks re-
late to the U.S.-led effort to carve out geopolitical
sanctuaries of safety from ballistic missile at-
tacks. The notion of “theatre’’ defence will, by a
commonsensical definition, apply to a collection
of states with strategic links to the U.S. However,
the U.S. has not so far delineated these concepts
with much precision. It is in this context that Mr.
Rumsteld has now argued that “what’s ‘nation-
al’... and what'’s ‘theatre’ depends on where you
live”. However, he is keen that the current
“fresh” thinking should go beyond the political
significance of any change in the nomenclature.
The term NMD came dramatically into vogue in
the final phase of the previous Clinton presi-
dency, and Mr. Rumsfeld himself had played a
pivotal role during that period in formulating an
expert opinion about the imperative of a missile
defence shield. The genesis of the NMD could be
traced to the perception that the U.S. and its
worldwide interests are threatened by the prolif-
eration of ballistic missiles in the hands of di-
verse states and non-state players, including
those seen to be inherently inimical to Washing-
ton.

In seeking to insulate the U.S. missile de-
fence plans from the ambiguities of terminology,
the Defence Secretary may have also complicat-

' "DEFINING A U.S. ‘DEFENCE’ PLAN 1|

ed the prevalent perceptions about them. These
plans, in his view, will be designed to meet an
obvious aspect of “the so-called ‘asymmetrigal’
threats”” emanating from ‘‘terrorism and cruise
missiles, as well as ballistic missiles, information
warfare”. The argument runs deep to the effect
that “‘a rational way” of conceiving and fabricat-
ing a missile defence will be to avoid the usage of
terms that “‘could create significant differentials
in vulnerabilities”. The present bottomline in
the U.S. strategic plans, as outlined by Mr.
Rumsfeld at a media briefing, is to prevent such
“vulnerabilities” so that not only the U.S. and its
forward-deployed forces outside its shores but
also its ““allies” could “feel equally secure to the
extent that is possible”. Now, this is perhaps in-
dicative of a move by the Bush administration to
extend the scope of a missile defence system to
include the U.S.’ allies from the beginning.
Diverse but definitive has been the opposi-
tion from Russia as also China and some Eu-
ropean countries to the original American plans
in this regard. The U.S.’ allies in Europe may feel
inclined to consider some of Mr. Rumsfeld’s new
priorities as good news. Russia and China, be-
sides the European Union in its entirety, may
nonetheless want credible assurances that they
can live with. Their concerns, which Washington
has yet to address fully, relate to the perception
that any U.S. move, based on its unilateral initia-
tives that might even receive the friendly assent
of its allies, could still destabilise the existing
global strategic dispensation. Russia’s additional
worries may have nothing much to do with a
desire for a post-Cold War parity with the U.S.
But Moscow will not like Washington to seek an
undue advantage, with or without reference to
their Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972, while
China is eager to safeguard its strategic flanks
somehow. It will, therefore, be a good idea for
Washington to engage several existi and
emerging strategic powers, including-India, on
the missile defence issue.
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ﬁbrth Korea . \
calls off talks ) ©

awaits US poli
Seoul, March 13 e S m/_(i

A

14

NORTH KOREA called off cabi-
net-level talks with South Korea
hours before they were to begin on
Tuesday, prompting speculation
that the North was upset by
tougher talk from the new US
administration. The abrupt can-
cellation came as a blow to warm-
ing relations on the divided Kore-
an peninsula and a reminder that
the Xorth remains a highly unpr
able negotiating part
dgspite its overture the wgdrld
nce last year. \i

It also heightenel a pepfeption
in South Korega that President
Bush’s decision to review the
North Korean policy of the for-
mer Clinton administration was
slowing the fitful process of rec-
onciliation. At a meeting in Wash-
ington last week, Bush told South
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
that he was skeptical of North
Korea and would not immediately
resume negotiations on the
North’s missile programme.

Kim Sung-Han, a North Korea
expert at Institute of Foreign
Affairs speculated that the
North’s decision to cancel the
talks in Seoul was “an indirect
protest of the results” of the
Bush-Kim meeting. North Korean
chief delegate Jon Kum Jin did
not give a reason for the cancella-
tion. “Considering various cir-
cumstances, we cannot partici-
pate in today's meeting,” the
South Korean Government quot-
ed Jon as saying. AP
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the Oval Office at the White House

The U.S. President, Mr,_Géorge W. Bush, waves as he walks
with hls Sout fean counterpart, Mr. Kim Da&le

P on Wednesday. — AP

“Bush takes%
H")‘lee on N. Korea

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ‘?’

WASHINGTON, MARCH 8. The U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
has expectedly taken a tough line
against North Korea and has said
that Washington had no immedi-
ate plans to resume negotiations
on ending Pyongyang's missile
programme. Among other things,
Mr. Bush expressed his doubts
whether the reclusive communist
nation would honour any accord
on missiles.

Mr. Bush made these observa-
tons during the course of a joint
press appearance with the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae
lung, after talks at the White
tiouse on Wednesday. Mr. Kim,
who is on a six-day visit to the
11.S., was hoping that the Bush
administration would throw its
weight behind its “sunshine pol-
iy’ In the course of his visit Mr.
Kim is expected to meet senior ec-
snomic and national security offi-
«{als of the Bush administration
and Congressional leaders.

Mr. Kim said Mr. Bush “clearly
expressed his strong support for
our efforts to further the dialogue
with North Korea'. Mr. Kim, who
» meeting Mr. Bush for the first
i1me, said his country would keep
\merican interests in mind and
would consult Washington “‘every
step of the way” in dealing with
North Korea.

A joint statement issued by the
iwo sides spoke of the importance
i continued close cooperation
+mong the two countries and Ja-
j*an on the North Korean policy.
But Mr. Bush and senior adminis-
tration officials have left little
! doubt that the policy pursued by
the Clinton administration was
not going to be continued.

According to the Secretary of

State, Gen. Colin Powell, the Pres-
ident told Mr. Kim that his ad-
ministration was not going to be
“fooled” by the nature of the re-
gime in Pyongyang and that
Washington would view it in ¢
“very realistic way”. According tc
Gen. Powell, Mr. Bush forcefull

made the argument to Mr. Kir

that North Korea is a threat.

“Part of the problem wi
North Korea is that there is n
much transparency... When y
make an agreement with a cot
try that is secretive, how are y.u
aware as to whether or not they
are keeping the terms of the
agreement’’, Mr. Bush remarked.
He, however, did not totally reject
the idea of resumed negotiations
but made the point that any dia-
logue or negotiation “... would re-
quire complete verification”.

Placed in the category of a
“rogue” state, North Korea is a
constant suspect in the peddling
of weapons or technologies of
mass destruction, including to
such countries as Pakistan. This
apart, the Bush administration
has been talking of threats from
North Korean missiles to the U.S.
and its allies; and it is chiefly on
account of Pyongyang that the
Republican administration is
pushing for the National Missile
Defence system.

Mr. Kim did not specifically re-
ter to the NMD or South Korea's
perception to the ongoing debate.
But there seemed to be support
for the plan. “The two leaders
shared the view that countering
these threats requires a broad
strategy involving a variety of
measures including active non-
proliferation diplomacy, defen-
sive systems and other pertinent
measures”’, the joint statement
said.
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US takes fresh
look at North
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WasHington, March 7

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. Bush
and his South Korean counter-
part Kim Dae-jung met on
Wednesday amid signs that US
policy toward North Korea is still
in a state of flux under the new
Republican administration.
Bush officials have sent mixed
signals on whether they would
pick up where
former Presi-
dent Bill Clin-
ton left off in
his bid to end [
North Korea’s

poligy

progress tofvdrd an agreement
under which North Korea would
have abandoned its long-range
missile prdgrams in return for
foreign hélp with launching
North Korean satellites. But it
ran out of time to clinch a deal.

Since Bush took office on Jan.
20, neither he nor his aides have
announced how they will deal
with North Korea.

“We are tak-
ing a hard
look at every-
thing we're
doing in Asia.
so the presi-

missile pro- dent is not
gramme and if | going to goout
Washington and say here’s
would contin- what we're
ue to back the doing, here’s
“sunshine” what we're
policy of doing,” the
engagement official said,
which helped adding that
Kim win the Bush and Kim
Nobel Peace would “talk
Prize last year. about Asia in
Secretary of general.”

State  Colin Bush's
Powell saw national secu-
“promising rity adviser
elements” in Condoleezza
Clinton’s Rice said last
efforts and month North
said the Unit- Korean talk of
ed States ending sus-
planned to George W Bush pension of
engage  with long-range mis-

North Korea to examine those
elements.

But another senior adminis-
tration official, briefing
reporters on condition of
anonymity, struck a more nega-
five and cautionary note, saying
Bush had not yet decided
whether to restart the missile
discussions.

“We are examining our poli-
cies toward North Korea. ... We
made clear to the Clinton admin-
istration that it was their deci-
sion to go forward and that we
would then come back and take a
fresh look at the entire policy,”
the official said. “We don’t have a
policy yet on whether we want to
restart those discussions.”

In the final months of his
term, Clinton made some

sile tests was unhelpful and
“counterproductive.”

She was responding to North
Korean complaints that Bush
was taking a hard line on the
reclusive Stalinist state and had
not fulfilled commitments under
the Agreed Framework of 1994,
in which Pyongyang gave up its
nuclear programs in exchange
for $5 billion in nuclear power
reactors and alternative energyv.

“We’'re not walking away from
the Agreed Framework,” the offi-
cial who briefed reporters said,
but stressed that “implementa-
tion of the framework has run
into some difficulties so we have
to take a look at whether we
think it can be implemented, how

to move it forward.”
Reute}"
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U.S. and

HE VICTOR belongs to the spoils.
Exactly a decade after the liber-
ation of Kuwait from the occupa-
tion of Iraq, America remains
‘rapped in the Gulf with no clear direc-

ternational  coalition it  had so

){tion and increasingly isolated from the in-
I

H

\

successfully built to defeat the Iraqi Jead-
er, Mr. Saddam Hussein. The two major
policies that a victorious America un-
veiled after the Gulf War — the promo-
tion of a peace process between Israel
and the Arabs and the dual containment
of Iraq and Iran in the Gulf -— now lie in
tatters. And the U.S. is badly divided on
how best to move forward in achieving its
long-term objectives in the Middle East.

Remember the “New World Order”
that was proclaimed by the then U.S.
President, Mr. George Bush Sr., after he
drove Mr. Saddam Hussein’s forces out of
Kuwait? The dazzling military victory
against [raq in February 1991 was fol-
fowed by an even bigger gain for the U.S.
— the collapse of the Soviet Union at the
end of that year. The U.S. was duly pro-
claimed the “sole superpower”. In a well-
publicised article, an American columnist
declared that a “‘unipolar moment” in
world affairs was at hand.

That American triumphalism in the
early 1990s cannot be of much use to the
present President, Mr. George W. Bush,
inheritor of his father’s legacy in the Mid-
dle East. For, the great lesson in the 1990s
has been that tangible American hegemo-
ny over the Middle East and its dom-
inance over international institutions was
not enough to manage the many contra-
dictions in the region. Few great powers
have enjoyed as much of a free hand in
one region as did the U.S. in the Middle
East in the closing years of the 20th cen-
tury. And few Governments devoted as
much diplomatic energy in the region as
the Clinton Administration did in the
Middle East. Yet, at the end of a decade,
the limitations of power, as traditionally
conceived, have never been exposed as
badly in the Middle East as they have
been over the last decade.

Immediately after the Gulf War, Presi-
dent Bush Sr., shifted focus to the Arab-
Israeli dispute. The defeat of the radical

By C. Raja Mohaa
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tl;ga /Gulf: imperia

There is no question that the Bush
s \\"/ Administration will be unable to continue
‘ \ with the old policies in the Gulf.

Arab states and the marginalisation of
Russia and other powers in the Middle
East, it was believed, gave a unique op-
portunity for the U.S. to reshape the poli-
tics of the region and redefine the nature
of relations between Israel and the mod-
erate Arab states and between Israel and
Palestinians away from confrontation to a

lasting accommodation. No

Bush has emphasised the importance of
greater “humility” in the articulation of
U.S. foreign objectives and the delineat-
ion of its role in the world. But in the
Middle East, power is exercised in its raw -
est forms and the Bush Administration
opened its account in the region with a
hugely unpopular bombing of fraq. There

doubt, huge progress was
made on all the tracks. Yet,

WORLD VIEW

is no question that the Admin-
istration will be unable to con-

the prospects for peace have been shat-
tered by unending violence between Is-
raelis and Palestinians.

In the Gulf, the U.S. strategy of contain-
ing what Washington called the “back-
Jash states” — Iraq and Iran — lies in
ruins. Despite the huge structure of Unit-
ed Nations sanctions, restrictions on
Iraq’s strategic programmes, and the U.S.
no-fly zones imposed on lraq. Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein appears stronger than ever.
The hope that there will be an internal
revolt against him has faded. Meanwhile,
the U.S. has lost the propaganda war with
Iraq on sanctions. Few in the world are
willing to buy the U.S. argument that the
sanctions are aimed at the regime and not
the civilian population,

The sanctions regime has begun to fray
at the edges, as France, Russia and China
look for ways of doing business with Iraq.
Many of Iraq’s neighbours have long ex-
ploited the loopholes in the sanctions re-
gime. And the U.N. itself has found it
difficult to sustain a permanent confron-
tation with Iraq over inspections of Mr.
Saddam Hussein’s programmes to build
weapons of mass destruction. Similarly,
few in the world agree with Washington'’s
attempts to isolate Teheran, and the U.S.
has itself begun a tentative engagement
with the leaders of the Islamic Republic.

The Bush Administration has had the
instinctive sense that talking about the
U.S. as an “indispensible power” in the
world has played badly. Mr. George W.

THE iy

tinue with the old policies in
the Gulf. The just-concluded visit by the
U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,
to the region gives some hints of where
America is headed in the Middle East as a
whole and the Gulf in particular.

First, the U.S. will stay engaged in the
region. While there are some voices in
America that suggest Washington could
adopt a posture of less direct involve-
ment, there may be no real option to ei-
ther walk away from the Middle East or
stop being the principal guarantor of se-
curity in the Gulf. Within that broad
framework, it is inevitable that there will
be changes under the Bush Administra-
tion in the U.S. policy towards the region.
It is also not likely that Mr. Bush will de-
vote the kind of personal energy that his
predecessor, My. Bill Clinton, brought to
bear on the peace process. The immedi-
ate discernible change under Mr. Bush is
a greater focus on issues relating to the
Gulf.

Second, in what appears to be a pre-
emptive move, the U.S. and Great Britain
are moving towards a tinkering with the
unpopular sanctions regime. The new
buzz word is ‘‘smart sanctions”, and the
Bush Administration hopes to offer a re-
laxation of sanctions that affect civilian
trade in return for stronger limitations on
Iraq’s programmes on developing weap-
ons of mass destruction and its military
freedoms. Negotiations at the U.N. have
already begun to reshape the sanctions
regime against Iraq. But it is not entirely
clear, at this stage, how successful the at-

] overreach?

tempt will be. Any muodification of the
sanctions regime is only likely 1o further
erode the declining credibility of the
whole process.

Third, with the political limitations of
the sanctions regime fully exposed, the
U.S. is debating the possibility of engi-
neering a “regime change” in Iraq. The
earlier efforts by the U.S. Central Intelli-
gence Agency to promote internal dissent
to overthrow Mr. Saddam Hussein have
failed miserably, But in the Bush Admin-
istration there are strong voices calling
for a sustained policy to bring about a
political change in Traq. Reports from
Washington indicate that the Administra-
tion has stepped up disbursement of
tunding for the lragi National Congress, a
conglomeration of opposition forces, to
resume its activities inside lraq. While few
are willing to bet on the ability of the INC
to undertake anything substantive, it ap-
pears that the option of regime change in
Irag will get greater emphasis in Wash-
ington in the coming years.

Fourth, although there have been no
hints from the Bush Administration so
far, a change of tack with tran may be at
the top of .S, policy choices in the Gulf.
While the Clinton Administration had be-
gun to reach out to Teheran in the last
couple of vears, it was half-hearted. 1t re-
mains to be seen whether the U.S., inits
search for a better balance in the region,
can initiate a more purposeful diplomacy
towards lran, which remains the strategic
prize in the Gulf.

Where does all this leave India? New
Dethi’s interests and engagement in the
Gulf have expanded in recent years. As
the U.S. policy towards the region begins
to undergo significant changes, and the
intra-regional dynamics within the Gult
acquire a mowmentum of their own, the
next decade in this extended neighbour-
hood of India will not be like the last. New
Delhi's preparations {or the incipient
changes there must include more inten-
sive discussion of tong-term  security
challenges with the key Guif states as well
as the great powers, incluyding the U.S.
and a willingness to shgrt the burden of
Gulf security.
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, FEB. 28. On his first visit Yo the
NATO headquarters here, the new' U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has
made a favourable impression among Eu-
ropean officials with his conciliatory
comments on a NATO response to the
four-month-old upsurge of violence in
the Balkans.

Many Europeans acknowledge that
Gen. Powell is the most acclaimed Secre-
tary of State since Gen. George C. Mar-
shall at the beginning of the Cold War.
Under the "“Marshall plan”, the General
was assigned to restructure the shattered
cconomic and military establishments of
post-War Europe. Gen. Powell’s mission
is to consolidate and add new dimensions
to Luro-American trade, political and se-
curity ties.

NATO officials and Gen. Powell also
signalled a shift in the Kosovo policy,
based on closer working relations with
Yugoslavia. Gen. Powell also dispelled
scepticism about the future of trans-At-
lantic relations and sought to clear linger-
ing European anxieties over the Bush
administration’s plans for abandoning
the peace-keeping mission in the Bal-
kans, as suggested during the U.S. presi-
dential campaign. Gen. Powell said: "We
went in together and we will come out
together” but added that the U.S. may
want to reassess the size of Balkan peace-
keeping troops. Senior NATO officials
agree that a great deal about this may de-
pend on the unfolding political and mil-
itary scenario in the Balkans, in the
background of NATO's fast improving re-
lations with Yugoslavia and the twists and
turns of the Albanian insurgency, widely
suspected to be master-minded by seces-
sionist extremists and Islamic fundamen-

~Powell hints at shift in_
Kosovo policy ***

talists who have called for the creation of
a greater Islamic Albania.

The latest NATO policy shift in Kosovo
is based on a closer working relationship
with the post-Milosevic  Yugoslavia,
which many Europeans see both as a po-
tential member of the E.U. and NATO.
The European perception is that the cur-
rent territorial integrity of Yugoslavia and
other Balkan states may not be disturbed
by Albanian secessionists.

At a press conference, NATO officials
and Gen. Powell advocated caution. The
NATO Secretary General, Lord Robertson,
said the problem should be resolved
without making Serb forces “belligerent”
and thus creating “a more difficult sit-
uation than we have now.”

The European quest to create an inde-
pendent Rapid Reaction Force of some
60,000 soldiers has drawn criticism
from the U.S. However, Gen. Powell
sought to put a more positive accent on
the American perception by commenting
that the Curopean move may, in fact,
“strengthen the (NATO) alliance and the
EU.”

Today, after some 14 Euro-American
summits, the trans- Atlantic perceptions
and relations have vastly changed with
growing emphasis on enlargement of
trade and investments. There is also a
commonality of Euro-American options
in defence and foreign policy matters.

The current Euro-American talks under
the auspices of NATO during Gen. Po-
well's visit here also highlighted the
breadth and depth of their relations. The
tenor of the talks has changed with the
emergence of the E.U. as a global eco-
nomic power, which is in the process of
consolidating its traditional relationship
with the Bush administration in the U.S/
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Bush & Blair:

SUSAN CORNWELL N\ x
LONDON, FEB 18 q i
S President George W. Bush and\Briti
Prime Minister Tony Blair have never
met. But they have already launched air
strikes against Iraq together in a joint military ac-
tion that should help break-the ice when they fi-
nally shake hands in Washington this week.

The US-British attack on radar stations near
Baghdad on Friday speaks volumes about the
long-term “special relationship.” linking Wash-
ington and London, even when their leaders are
strangers and come from opposite sides of the
ideological fence.

Blair, leader of the left-of-centre Labour

| party, is a close friend of former president Bill

Clinton, aDemocrat, and some of Clinton’s poll-
sters have also advised Blair's party. .
Apart from the English language, the British

| prime minister would not seem to have much in

commonwith the new Republican president, the
former governor of Texas.

But the air strikes show that he considers per-
sonal differences to be secondary to the strategic
US-British tie. “Even though the two govern-
mentsmay not be as close, the relationship of the
US and Britain is very clearly affirmed by this ac-
tionin Iraq,” said John Curtice, professor of poli-

. ticsatStrathclyde University.

‘When Bush and Blair meet in Washingtonon
Friday, “Bush ought to be thankful,” Curtice said.
“Britain is closer to US foreign policy than any-
one in Europe.” Blair will be the first European

. leader Bush has met since taking office.

Blair is facing criticism at home for his willing-

: ness to go along with Bush. The raids on Iraq in-

furiated some Labour Party members who had

¢ already been asking why sanctions against Iraq
' continued.

Veteran Labour left-winger Tony Benn called

 the attacks “international terrorism by two gov-

emments” and the chairman of the parliamen-
tary Labour party Chw Soley, warned against

Blair is facing criticism at
home for his willingness to
go along with Bush. Some
Labour members had
already asked why
sanctions against Iraq
should continue

supporting US Pohcy “if Bush pushes the para-
meterstoofar.”

The Independent newspaper said “President
Bush has astutely taken advantage of Tony Blair’s
desire to preserve something of the special rela-
tionship he enjoyed with Bill Clinton”. Blair’s
willingness to go along with Bush could put him in
an awkward position as he prepares to call an
election, expected this spring.

France has also questioned the air strikes,
presenting Blair with the familiar conundrum of
trying to be at the heart of Europe while pursu-
ing what war-time leader Winston Churchill
dubbed London’s “special relationship™ with
Washington.

One British politician Bush met before be-
coming president was William Hague, the leader

of the Tories, who echoes Bush's “compassionase

conservatism” creed and has openly supported

the US missile defence plan.
Blair by contrast has denounced the “forces

of conservatism?” asif theywere uniquely evil. But
he is credited with pushing his left-wing party
closer to the centre of British politics, a move that

 helped himwin by a landslide in 1997.

‘When Blair and Bush meet, “certainly there
will be a bit of suspicion on both % Paul
Whiteley, professor of government Uni-
versity. “But you never know. They may hit it off.
Blair is not a stuffed shirt, he is friendly. It will be
interesting,” he said.

Blair, whose trip to Washington includes a
night at the Camp David presidential retreat, had
already seemed set on minimising differences be-
tween the US and Europe on another military
matter — Bush’s plan for a missile defence pro-
gramme.

Many leaders in Europe and in Blair'’s own
Labour party reject the idea of building a “shield”
to shoot down missiles, saying it invites nuclear
proliferation and threatens arms treaties.

If the plan dubbed “son of Star Wars” goes
ahead, it is expected to require the upgrading of a
radar station in Britain. The US may also ask
Britain tobuild missile bases for the system costing

billions of
pounds, says the British American Security In-
formation Council in London.

SofarBlmr’sgovennnenthasavoxiedtakmga
clear stand on the matter. But Blair saidinamag-
azine interview last week that he thought he
could help find a “way through” that meets both
Washington’s objectives and the concerns of al-
lies.

The Americans have promised tp consult al-
lieson the plan. In turn, they want to be consulted
on a European plan that makes them edgy — a
military rapid reaction force to deal with crises

" where Washington doesnot want to be involved.

Some US officials worry this could threaten
NATO cohesion. But Blair, a co-founder of the
rapid reaction force along with Franet, is trying
to mediate here too. He wants tg'feassure the
Americans that the force is intgrfded to help, not
hurt NATO. (Reuters)
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/ MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2001

\m\“/ A\INSENSITIVE BRAVADO

THE VACUOUS BALLYHOO triggered by Wash-
ington to justify its latest airstrikes against Bagh-
dad cannot fool the larger international
community. With the exception, of course, of
those who remain fixated on a time-warp about
the perceived malevolence and mass-destruc-
tive designs of Iraq’s President, Mr. Saddam
Hussein. The new U.S. President, Mr. George
Bush, has manifestly shown himself to be short
on creative diplomacy at this moment by opting
for sterile militarism, indeed ridiculous adven-
turism, as his first major foreign policy exercise.
He has exposed himself to the inexorable crit-
icism that he is perhaps more inclined than
might be wise to complete the unfinished anti-
Hussein agenda of his father. As the President
who savoured the final magical moments of a
gradual ‘victory’ in the Cold War, the senior Mr.
Bush virtually institutionalised a modern-day
Manichaean perception in America’s foreign
policy. Mr. Hussein is seen by the U.S. as the
world’s quintessential evil genius nurtured by
the primordial uncertainties of the evolving
post-Cold War era. Not relevant, though, to a
harsh judgment about the latest U.S. action un-
der the younger Mr. Bush is the incompleteness
of the ongoing international debate over the de-
gree of Mr. Hussein’s continued acceptability to
the Iraqis themselves. There is also no credible
shred of updated evidence now to indicate that
Mr. Hussein’s regime might have already ceased
to pose a challenge to Washington’s diplomatic
ingenuity as it seeks to disarm him. Yet, the
mood of the new Bushites as the President au-
thorised last week’s airstrike smacks of a diplo-
macy of utter disdain. Disregarded is not only
Mr. Hussein but also the ‘legacy’ of the just-
retired American President, Mr. Bili Clinton,
who in the end seemed to consider giving diplo-
macy a chance in dealing with the Iraqi dictator.

Mr. Bush has argued that the air raid was
determined entirely by the compulsions of the

U.S.-led multilateral “coalition”, such as it ex-
ists, to safeguard its warplanes engaged in the
ongoing enforcement of a “no-fly zone” just
south of Baghdad. Aside from the debatable le-
gality of the two “‘no-fly zones” over Iraq with
no time-and-space constraints thereof, Mr.
Bush's singular defence is that nothing sinister
should be read into what he views as a “‘routine
mission”. He may have only a marginal point in
his favour. The civilian casualties were not of
horrific proportions in the new assault on Iraqi
“military”’ targets, with initial reports indicating
that at least one person was slain while several
others were wounded critically or otherwise.
However, Mr. Bush seems to have tossed Iraq
straight on to the international centre-stage
without having completed a “review” of this is-
sue. The U.S. Secretary of State, Mr. Colin Po-
well, said only a few days ago that the “‘review”
was still under way in respect of Iraq’s suspected
development of weapons of mass destruction
and the related U.N. sanctions on Baghdad.

An important aspect of the ‘Powell doc-
trine’ pertains to the notion of smart or stream-
lined sanctions so that the prolonged embargo
will not harm the Iraqi people. Mr. Bush’s knee-
jerk policy defining the new airstrike flies in the
face of the very idea of smart sanctions with its
intrinsic emphasis on humanitarian ethos. This
can only denote that an adventurist policy in
regard to Iraq is in tune with the present Bush
administration’s cavalier spirit as reflected by its
‘sci-fi’ pursuit of a missile defence system. Un-
fashionable it may be for any new President, but
Mr. Bush need not regard as dangerously in-
fectious Mr. Clinton’s more evolved and nu-
anced foreign policy instincts. Towards the end
of his presidency, Mr. Clinton explored a work-
ing dialogue with Iran on specific issues and
seemed to cast higMiplomatic net wider to deal
with problems iff West Asia including the Iraq
imbroglio.
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Powell V|§}to C Var air on ties

By Batuk Gathani \/\K)/

BRUSSELS, FEB. 17. Much European
strategic interest is focused on the
1.S. Secretary of State. Gen. Colin
Powell’s tour of West Asian cap-
itals and his scheduled visit to
NATO headquarters here at the
end of the month.

The advent of the Bush admin-
istration in the U.S. is highlighted
by revelations about its foreign
and strategic policy priorities like
the proposed launch of the de-
fence shield against a possible
missile attack. Therc is trans-At-
lantic concern about a widening
division between Arabs and Israe-
lis in the background of Mr. Ariel
Sharon's recent victory. The U.S.
quest for a military ‘pull out’ from
the Balkans has raised many eye-
brows and question marks in ma-
jor European NATO capitals.

The U.S. sees the E.1J. adopting
a more independent stance from
NATO, with proposed deploy-
ment of an independent Europe-
an military force of some 60,000
personnel. Germany is seen fur-

ther (on%oll atihg its relations
with Russia. Hence, today it is ar-
gued that an evolving independ-
ent Europe, with Russia as a
factor, has raised U.S.-NATO anx-
iety with a sea change in trans-
Atlantic relationship.

NATO has preserved Europe’s
stability and advanced American
interests in Europe for over 50
years, and not for the first time
there are differing perceptions
about its role and strategic impor-
tance on both sides of the Atlan-
tic. Mr. Powell’s visit here could
reassure [J.S.'s European allies
that American presence in Europe
may not be abandoned but could
be re-evaluated or modified. Then
there are fresh but faint echoes of
an impending war in the Balkans
on the border of southern Serbia,
where violence has escalated be-
tween ethnic Albanians and Ser-
bian military.

The other day, the first Serb sol-
dier was killed and hundreds of
villagers fled with mounting con-
cern about another ethnic con-
flict in the offing between Muslim

Albanians and Orthodox Chris-
tian Serbs. The Serbian govern-
ment in the has displayed
moderation in dealing with ethnic
Albanians, but danger signals of a
major military conflict in the off-
ing are there.

More than a decade after the
collapse of the Soviet Union and
end of cold war in 1989, the U.S.
and West Europeans remain con-
cerned about the relationship be-
tween Europe and the U.S. with
growing chinks in the troubled
partnership.

At the same time, nobody is
suggesting the collapse of the NA-
TO alliance or Atlantic partner-
ship and much has been done in
practical terms to ensure that
transatlantic partnership is nei-
ther undermined nor underesti-
mated. For example, NATO and
the E.U. officials are going to meet

here at ambassadorial level six.

times a year and at ministerial
level at least once a year.

The U.S. will want to know ex-
actly what the proposed inde-
pendent European military force
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with NATO

wants to do which cannot be
done by NATO forces. The U.S.
wants its European partners to
step up defence spending as cur-
rently Germany, a major Europe-
an power, spends only 1.4 per
cent of its GDP on defence com-
pared to the U.S. which spends

5 per cent.

NATO was conceived and
structured in the aftermath of the
Second World War, essentially ta
contain the Soviet expansionist
challenge in Europe. Minus the
Gulf War, NATO alliance as such
has never gone to war. It is also
argued that it has never had
enough divisions in Central Eu-
rope to fight the Soviets, if the So-
viets really came, but NATO
always had awesome nuclear ca-
pability. NATO's political and
strategic goals have waxed and
waned according to the political
climate in Europe.

Gen. Powell's meeting with NA-
TO officials may clear much air
and pave way for common trans-

Atlantic  defence and s ategic
perceptions. /
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BUSH ADOPTS REAGAN
__SECURITY STRATEGY

IER this month, the
natlon celebrated the 90th
birthday of former Republican
President Ronald Reagan who
is suffering from an advanced
stage of Alzheimer’'s disease.

He is, therefore, unlikely to -

have been aware of it, but a glo-
wing tribute was paid to him in
Congress. The (Republican)
Speaker of the House declared
that “Ronald Reagan will go
down in history as one of our
greatest presidents”.

One who would enthusiasti-
cally endorse the Speaker’s as-
sessment is his political heir,
President George W Bush who
has adopted two features of the
Reagan legacy, tax cuts and the
Strategic Defence Initiative,
commonly known as “Star
Wars”. Alarmed by the bur-
geoning destructive capacity of
ballistic missiles, Reagan spent
millions advancing his concept
of an umbrella shield to protect
the United States from this
threat to its security.

But by the time Mr Reagan
left the White House in 1989,
his missile shield was still little
more than an aspiration. His
successor, Bush the elder, paid
lip service to the idea but there
had been little practical
advance by the time his single
term ended. Ex-President Clin-
ton, who followed, was marked-
ly less keen but nonetheless
permitted continuing research
on some variations of the ori-
ginal concept.

The main Clinton plan for
missile defence was a limited
one. It aimed at establishing
devices in the northern Ameri-
can state of Alaska to intercept
a limited number of missiles
fired by a rogue state. At the
present time, the administra-
tion includes under this cate-
gory North Korea, Iraq and
Iran.

But, to the embarrassment of
its sponsors, even this restric-
ted objective could not be
achieved. Two tests were made
of the most advanced ihtercep-
tion system by then developed,
a land-based rocket designed to
hit an enemy missile — and
both failed. After the second
attempt, a further test of even
more superior technology was
scheduled for last July. It has
still not taken place and the la-
test information is that it may
happen this coming June.

AMBITIOUS

Whatever the result, it is like-
ly to be of academic interest
only, for the Bush plan is much
more ambitious. The President
has not presented it in any
detail but his recent speeches
on defence have all emphasised
his commitment to a larger and
much more complex shield
than the Clinton administra-
tion ever contemplated. Only
this week he assured a military
audience that, at the earliest
possible date, the United Sta-
tes will have a multi-layered
defence against missile attack.
Mr Bush has also forcefully
assured the world that his mis-
sile defence shield would pro-
tect not only this country but
also “our friends and allies and
deployed forces overseas”. The
new Secretary of State, Mr Col-
ig Powell, expanded on this
/tﬂeme in a speech last week.
““There are nations on earth”,
he said, “who are developing
these weapons that can threa.
ten their neighbours and can

/
\ By WILLIAM FRANKEL in WASHINGTON 4 '[/JO

threaten us and it would be
irresponsible of us not to move
forward ... to stop these kinds
of weapons.”

Critics of both the Clinton and
Bush plans base their objec-
tions on several grounds. One
is that long range missiles are
no longer the major threat.
Their argument was summari-
sed last year at a Congressio-
nal hearing by Mr Robert
Walpole, the official respon-
sible for strategic and nuclear
programmes at the Central In-
telligence Agency. He tcld le-
gislators that those who target
America with weapons of mass
destruction were less likely to
use intercontinental missiles
than small devices smuggled in
suitcases, cars and the like.
These alternatives, he pro-
nounced, “are less costly and
more reliable and accurate.”

MORAL DEFENCE
Other objectors to the propos-

ed missile shield claim that the
whole idea is just pie in the
sky. Experts say that the Bush
vision of a missile defence sys-
tem with world-wide coverage
would take more than a decade
to develop and, even then,
there would be no guarantee of
its effectiveness. Then there is
the question of cost, above $100
billion say some.

Despite assurances that an
American national missile
shield would also protect
friends and allies, the creation
of such a system would certain-
ly be a wviolation of the 1972
Antibailistic Missile Treaty
(ABMT). The Bush administra-
tion claims that, in the light of
the transformed international
situation since the demise of
the cold war, the treaty as it
stands is no longer relevant
and should be amended. But
Russia insists that the Ameri-
can plan will lead to an arms
race and that this treaty is the
“cornerstone of strategic stabi-
lity”.

Some supporters of the Bush
plan (now often referred to as
“Son of Star Wars”) put in on a
moral basis. The present sys-
tem under the ABMT relies on
deterrence to prevent a nuclear
missile attack. But, says for-
mer Secretary of State, Dr
Henry Kissinger, do we want to
kill thousands of innocent peo-
ple in a “rogue” state whose
leader has decided to launch a
missile? Is it not better to have
a defence shield which will
abort the attack?

Nothing is likely to happen
quickly. President Bush has
promised extensive consulta-
tions with European allies and
with Russia before making any
decision to withdraw from the
1972 treaty. Moreover, what-
ever plan emerges will call for
huge additional spending and
that will have to wait for a re-
port by the Defence Secretary,
Mr Donald Rumsfeld. He has
been requested by the Presi-
dent to undertake a “top to
bottom” review of United Sta-
tes security strategy and no
one knows how long that will
take. But the advocates of
missile defence are undeterred
by these difficulties. The chair-
man of the American Conser-
vative Union was gung-ho on
the subject. “We built the
bomb. We went to the moop.
And if we want to knock
missiles down, we’ll
to do it.”




U.S. Co%ress
clubs | with
Isra

WASHINGT
compete with\ the high-profile
West Asia for jttention in the
| U.S. House of Representativ

las South Asia hds been “\gs

clubbed with Israel and
- constituted 107th Congress.

! Palestine in the newly-

What was known as the
- Asia-Pacific subcommittee in
| the House of Representatives
i has now been vivisected into

| East Asia and South Asia by its

; operational international
| affairs committee and the
| latter has been tagged on to

{ the most contentious region in

. the world.

Congressional sources said
India, perceived as a long-
standing democracy providing
abundant opportunity for the
U.S. business houses after it
opened up its economy, was
receiving undivided attention
of the House for the last few
years. Citing an instance, the
sources pointed out within a
week of the Gujarat
earthquake, the House
adopted a near unanimous
resolution urging the Bush
administration to act and
provide long-term assistance

i major source of crude for the
i international market and the
{ presence of Iran and Iraq as
adversaries of the U.S,, the
lawmakers are bound to

compared to affairs of South
Asia. — UNI

ndia
R;(Iaestine

B.11. India has to

to victims. Since West Asia is a

concentrate more on that area
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Study: US should
be a ‘diplomatic v
balancer’ in

S. Rajagopalan ¢ (\/
Washington, February 19 )

A WIDE-RANGING study, com-
missioned by the US's Asia
Foundation, wants Washington to
play the role of a "balancer” in
South Asia and help ease Indo-Piak
tensions. The American effoit,
however, should be strictly diplo-
matic, eschewing any military or
security dimension.

Virtually overlooking New
Delhi's rejection of any third party
involvement, the study says, "the
US should seek a more

7 \)

. Asia

QT——
sia* for the US to play a more
active role in bringing the two sides
together. given the “intractable
nature of the conflict and
America's unique role as a global
superpower”.

While playing the role of a "bal-
ancer”, the report says the US must
make it clear that its role will be
strictly diplomatic and that it will
not play "a direct role in providing
security in this situation, for either
or both sides".

Washington. it says, should resist
any suggestion cither by New
Delhi or Islamabad that

active role in encourag-
ing the two nations to
reduce  cross-border
tensions and to find a
long-term solution to
this (Kashmir) dispute".

"It can best do so by
playing the role of bal-
ancer, by helping to
ensure

The report is in
the nature of a
broad policy
guideline for
the new Bush
that existing administration.

their acquisition of
nuclear weapons has
strengthened their bar-
gaining position vis-a-
vis the other.
Interestingly. the poli-
cyv-makers and scholars
want the US to adopt
the CTBT at an early
date in order to "under-

lines of command and
control are respected as
well as. by urging the two sides to
increade dialogue on Kashmir and
on the jssues that radiate from r 5
conflict.”

The report, drafted by a high-
ranking group of policy-makers
and scholars, is in the nature of a
broad policy guideline for the new
Bush administration,

The section on South Asia is part
of a comprehensive study that cov-
ers the whole of Asia in strategic,
political and economic terms.

Curiously enough, neither the
report's overview nor its section on
recommendations  focuses on
India's rejection of any third party
involvement.

The report would appear to be a
little ambivalent on the precise
role it has in mind for Washington
on the Kashmir issue.

At one point, the report talks of
the "g.owing sentiment in Sou.h

e — ety -

score its commitment
to nuclear non-prolfier-
dation and encourage countries
(like India and Pakistan) to move
towards ~ompliance with n«- -pro-
liferation regimes". \

Notwithstanding the
Republicans' defeat of CTBT in
the Senate two years ago. the
report seeks to make it clear that
the US's ability to promote non-
proliferation in South Asia and
elsewhere will be strengthened
only by its own accession to the
treaty.

The report calls upon US policy-
makers to view security in South
Asia in a social as well as a strate-
gic dimension and craft new poli-
cies to respond to the new threats
of a transnational and subnation;
nature. Here, it talks of envj
mental security (of food, wg
land), ethnic and religd
lence, narcotics tre
small arnis flows.
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/ World policeman to civilan?

first month o> the Bush

administration has been

military in its discipline
and preoccupations. President
George W Bush, giving three
speeches this week at military
bases, has declared his commit-
ment to spending more on new
arms, not least some form of
missile defence.
But this week's chatter in
Washington is that the Cabinet,
chosen for its array of defence
expertise, is divided on defence
and foreign policy. On one side
are the Vice-President Dick
Cheney and the Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld, who are
keen on asserting America's
rights as Mr Rumsfeld has just
told ministers in Europe.
On the other are Secretary of
State Colin Powell and National
Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice, who are reluctant to en-
gage unless national interests
are at stake. .
Or so the chatter goes. But talk
of a rift is nonsense.

For all the alarm that Jan- -

uary's tough talk has created
among US's allies, never mind
£otent1al enemies, it is likely to
e resolved by the USA re-

For all the alarm that
January's tough talk
has created among
US allies, never mind
potential enemies, it
is likely to be
resolved by the USA
retreating, says
BRONWEN MADDOX

and cheaper than those bandied
about a decade ago, and may,
with enough money, perform
well. It is, after all, a tool in
search of a policy.

"We'll shoot down anything
hostile aimed at W," is all that it
says. Politically, it has played
well in the first month of the
administration. But as the
Cabinet knows most of the
threats facing the USA would not

treating. Far from worrying

about the USA throwing its

weight around, Washington's

allies, particularly in Europe,
ought to be fretting over how to
keep it involved. Mr Rumsfeld's
lecture to the European leaders
this week provoked ritual alarm.

He said some form of missile :

defence, a "star wars" shield
against incoming missiles was
going to happen.

They could debate,
wanted, whether this would be
confined to the US "national

if they

missile defence" or extended to ;

the allies. But the message was
clear: accept it and deal with it.

be beaten by NMD.

The CIA argues that the USA is
likely to face constant low-level
attacks from terrorist groups
rather than states on American
interests around the world, ra-
ther than within the country.
The greatest recent military loss
of life, after all, was the assault
on the in Yemen from a dinghy.

" As for North Korea and Russia,

often cited as countries most
likely to lob missiles at the USA,
what they most want is that the
USA should throw them armfuls
of money.

This is not likely to happen
under a Bush administration,
but it is still rash to assume that
they will convert that frustration
into attack. NMD has often been
portrayed by its critics as a
barometer of rising belligerence.
It is more the opposite.

It reflects, for a start, the lack of
tolerance for losing military lives.
That intolerance, inflamed by
Vietnam, fanned by Somalia,

PERSONAL

(Continued from page 6 col. 1)

Notice: The Preparatory Convention
slated from February 18 to 20, 2001
at Ramchandrapur Ashram, Purulia for
celebration of Birth Centenary of Swami
Asimananda Saraswati is postponed for
unforeseen reasons sine die. — Nanda
Dulal Chakrabortty, General Secretary,
Sri Sri Bijoykrishna Ashram Relief
Society. (00462)

PERSONAL TRADE

ftention ladies hosting kitty parties!
\We will apply special rates for your
junch kitty parties hosted at Jongs and
Zaranj Restaurant. Jongs serving Thai,
Chinese and Japanese cuisine and

~ Zaranj serving North West Frontier

They will. Or they should. It's |
hardly worth their while worry-

ing about NMD. It is not that it
- has so far failed in tests; the
versions discussed o simpler

i 0369/0370/9744/ 5572.

cuisine. Kindly call Mr. Hubert Dettoris,
who has been specially assigned to
organise any and everything for your
convenience. Taste our hospitality, we
assure you it's different. Phones: 249-
(B028207)

. 4
special menu of crabs. Try our het
garlic crab at Waldorf. Phone: 229-

7514. (8028288)

Avail of Dr. Sarup’s Pest Control, 48
years dedicated service with
“Freedom”, a Herbal Cockroach Powder.
No more emptying out containers, no
need to leave your house during
servicing. No more fumes and health
hazard caused by chemicals. Phone:
220-7835 / 217-0031. (00307}

ff season offer — Rs. 20,000 for
Hilkon 1.5 ton AC with Kirloskar
Copeland compressor. For details: 244-
7611/13. Fax: 249-0214. (B028290)

anskriti  (Jaipur) brings  from
Rajasthan, its summer collection of
salwar kurtas at ldentity (Mezz.), 22,
B.P. Road, February 16, 17, 2001. New
in Kolkata. (B0268213)

001 — Spring collection of designer
andbags on display at Trend, 7/1B,
Short Street. (B028217)

also has subtler roots such as the
modernisation of the south, di-
luting the region's deep military
tradition.

But the fact that NMD is the
most prominent part of the new
administration's foreign policy
also reflects the country's sense
of wellbeing, the belief that it is
not under gmat external threat

r e e



/B/ush outlines letha

~ defence plans

BEN MACINTYRE
THE TIMES, LONDON

i A
\¥
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15. - M
George W Bush has laid out the
blueprint of “a new architecture
for the defence of America and
our allies”, based on light, high-
tech weaponry and a missile
shield that may one day render
tanks and aircraft carriers ob-
solete.

Mr Bush addressed Europe-
an concerns over US plans to
construct a national missile
defence in what was the most
sweeping outline of his milita-
ry vision to date. “We’ll con-
sult early and candidly with
our Nato allies ... In diploma-
¢y and technology and missile
defence, in fighting wars and
above all in preventing wars,
we must work as one,” he told
US troops at Norfolk naval
base, Nato’s Atlantic head-
quarters, in Virginia.

In a shot across the bows of
Pentagon traditionalists, he
left little doubt that he wants
to focus on creating new
weapons rather than trying to
make “marginal improve-
ments”. He hinted that not all

US weapons programmes
planned or in production
would survive. “There’re go-

ing to be some tough choices,
but that is why you get elec-
ted.”

The US President has al-
ready rattled the defence es-
tablishment by preparing or-
ders for Mr Donald Rumsfeld,

JAPAN SNUB

TOKYO, Feb. 15. - A town |
Assembly in Southern Japan
sought the withdrawal of all |
US Marines today after a |
controversial e-mail by an US |
military chief. In a resolu-
tion, the Assembly in Chatan
North asked Lt Gen Earl
Hailston to resign for describ- |
ing senior Japanese officials
in Okinawa as “nuts and |
wimps” in an internal mes-%
sage. — Reuters : |

defence secretary, to conduct
a comprehensive review of the
structure and strategy of the
US military. The futuristic
“lean and mean” image of
American defences that he
outlined this week will fur-
ther perturb many Pentagon
bureaucrats.

“We know the direction we
must begin to travel,” he said.
“On land our heavy forces
must be lighter. Our light
forces will be more lethal ... In
the air, we'll be able to strike
across the world with pin-
point accuracy, using both
aircraft and unmanned sys-
tems.”

Acknowledging the en-
trenched political, business
and defence interests that
might stand in his way, Mr
Bush said: “Change will not
come easy for America’s mili-
tary and for our allies, but we
must know our direction, and
make our turn.”

?&N‘f‘ﬂ"raw
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Mr Bush’s references to the
need for full Nato co-oper,

| tion mark the start of an al’

out effort to reassure and con-'
vince European allies of the
importance of building a mis-
sile defence shield.

“The dangers ahead confront
us all; the defences we build
must protect us all,” Mr Bush
said as he promxsed “to chal-
lenge the status quo as we de-
sign a new architecture for
the defence of America and
our allies.”

The emphasis on creating
new wag, rather then up-

dating old ones reflects a fun-

damental evolution in US
military thinking. Small ter-
rorist groups are considered
as. important threats along
with hostile states, and satel-
lite-guided, pilotless weapons
could be used to destroy tar-
gets at long range.

“With advanced technology
we must confront the threats
that come on a missile,” Mr
Bush said. “With shared intel-
ligence and enforcement, we
must confront the threats
that come in a shipping con-
tainer or in a suitcase.”

Britain has so far offered on-
ly veiled encouragement to
America’s national missile de-
fence project, insisting that
the precise shape of the mis-
sile shield needs to be estab-
lished before London can take
a formal position.

The Taories, by contrast,
have hedrtily endorsed the
plan.
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Securlty—dom nina

T IS difficult to recall a time where

security was served with such em-

phasis as is witnessed in the compo-

sition of the Bush administration.
The Vice-President, Mr. Dick Cheney, is a
former Secretary of Defence as is the cur-
rent Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld. The
Secretary of State is the retired General
Colin Powell. This set of dramatis person-
ae brought together by the President, Mr.
George W. Bush, who is clearly inexperi-
enced in foreign and security policy. It
would be interesting to speculate on the
policy prospects that can be expected
from this security-focussed team.

Mr. Cheney and Mr. Rumsfeld bear
quite remarkably similar career profiles.
They were both former Ivy League foot-
ball players. They served in Congress.
They were both White House Chiefs of
Staff and later became Secretaries of De-
fence. They both had profitable innings at
the top rungs of the corporate world and
have once again come back in Govern-
ment. Mr. Rumsfeld is the former boss of
both Mr. Cheney and Gen. Powell. Mr.
Cheney was brought into the Nixon ad-
ministration by Mr. Rumsfeld. Recently,
Mr. Cheney referred to Mr. Rumsfeld as
his role model.

Gen. Powell was a Lieutenant Colohel
when Mr. Rumsfeld became Defence Sec-
retary. Mr. Powell went on to be a protege
of another Defence Secretary, Mr. Frank
Carlucci, who in his turn was an assistant
to Mr. Rumsfeld. Gen. Powell is rated
strong in Washington and his persona
and public adulation leaves many com-
pletely awed. Mr. Rumsfeld is expected to
balance out Gen. Powell's high profile
and weight of solid credentials.

Mr. Rumsfeld was only 43 when first
appointed Defence Secretary. None other
than the legendary General George Mar-
shall had attained that honour. Mr.
Rumsfeld was captain of both the football
and wrestling teams at Princeton Univer-
sity. He has been at the head of security
thinking as a Trustee of the Rand Corpo-
ration, which does a great deal of work for
the U.S. military. His approach to the job
of Defence Secretary will be marked by
the same aggressive and thrusting atti-

tude. This was d}p& apparent in his talk

tll

provide the restraining influence on an otherwise
aggressively-focussed security policy.

at the recent Munich Conference on Se-
curity Policy. The typical Rumsfeld ap-
proach of taking the battle into enemy
camp was seen when he blasted the Eu-
ropean leaders and their continued sup-
port to the Anti- Ballistic Missile treaty as
Cold War thinking. No one dared tell Mr.
Rumsfeld that the National Missile De-
fence plan amounted to taking things fur-
ther back into the Cold War period.

Gen. Powell wrote in his autobiogra-
phy, “I had gone off to Vietnam in 1962
standing on bed rock of principles and
convictions, and I had watched the foun-
dation eroded by euphemism, lies and
self deception”. Gen. Powell had two ten-
ures in Vietnam. He was wounded on
each, once by a “panji”’ in his foot and
later in a helicopter accident. It is said
that while in Vietnam he rushed to assist
a soldier, who died in Gen. Powell’s arms,
which made a deep impact. No wonder
Gen. Powell wrote, “War should be the
politics of last resort”. Gen. Powell had
spoken passionately about how U.S. mil-
itary power should be used. In what later
came to be called the Powell doctrine, his
views centered on the U.S. risking the
lives of its troops, only if national inter-
ests were endangered. He questioned the
administration on how long it intended to
keep its troops in operations, on what the
political objectives were, and if the ad-
ministration could build and sustain a

_pational consensus on such military op-

erations. He advised that once it is decid-
ed to apply force, it is best to use it in
overwhelming capacity to finish the job
quickly and cheaply. No soldier would
disagree with that soldier’s wise counsel.

Gen. Powell's prescription however
raised a considerable debate in the U.S.
on the validity of the military raising such
questions. The journals and magazines
were full of weighty writings on the state
of civil- military relations in the U.S.
There were questions on the military’s
claims to seek answers to such poligical
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questions. Gen. Powell had spoken in re-
lation to U.S. involvement in former Yu-
goslavia and in the aftermath of the
Somalia incident. Casualties there had
impacted strongly on American public
mind. The General's views had received
wide public support at the time.

Gen. Powell’s memorable phrase about
getting involved in “half- hearted warfare
for half-baked reasons” became a catch
phrase in many policy circles. He was
clearly unsure in the beginning of the util-
ity of the military option after Iraq’s in-
vasion of Kuwait. There is enough
evidence to indicate that he needed con-’
siderable convincing before he came on
the side of military action. It must also be
said that as Chairman Joint Chiefs, he
would have had no help in identifying the
operational outline of allies, logistics,
manpower and hardware needs of that
operations. The question of Iraqi weap-
ons of mass destruction would have
weighed heavy on him. In the event his
conviction to go slow and steady on Des-
ert Storm ensured that the operations
went off with the necessary efficiency. His
unwillingness to rush with a military so-
lution to all kinds of problems however
earned for Gen. Powell, quite unfairly, the
sobriquet of ‘the reluctant warrior’.

After Vietnam, Gen. Powell worked as
White House Fellow in the Nixon admin-
istration. He worked under Defence Sec-
retary Weinberger and developed the
necessary contacts. When Frank Carlucci
became the Defence Secretary, Gen. Po-
well headed the National Security Coun-
cil in the Reagan administration. When
he was appointed Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff by the senior President
Bush, he was junior to 15 other four star
generals. As a central player in the Gulf
War, he inevitably had problems with the
then Secretary of Defence, Mr. Cheney.
Yet in the arms control arena he did a lot
in reducing U.S. and Soviet 'nuclear
forces. When Mr. Bil Clinton came in as

nt U.S. administration

By V. R. Raghavan
The Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell

President and announced his intention to
permit ‘gay’ rights in the military, Gen.
Powell made no secret of his distaste on
grounds of discipline and morale. It was
Gen. Powell's stature which made Mr.
Clinton let the matter rest on the basis of
a “don’t ask, don't tell” policy.

There is, however, another view about
the U.S. using military power as the sole
superpower for peace and stability. This
alternate view posits that wars of the Viet-
nam and Desert Storm kind are very un-
likely to occur, even as there are greater
chances of Somalia and Balkans kind of
conflicts taking place. The U.S. cannot
back away from its responsibilities as a
superpower which needs to maintain sta-
bility around the globe. This view believes
even more in the value of a calibrated
threat of use of military force, as an in-
strument of policy. One need hardly
stress that a threat can turn into reality for
a variety of reasons.

There is a contrast in convictions and
beliefs on fundamental security ques-
tions in Gen. Powell and Mr. Rumsfeld.
The use or the threat to use military force
as an instrument of foreign policy would
be one potential area of contention. How
Gen. Powell would apply diplomacy in
the light of growing limits to use of force
in the current times remains to be seen. If
the Rumsfeld-Cheney duo is to bring its
anticipated outlook of aggressive security
policy as seen in the National Missile De-
fence policy and in dealing with Russia
and China, General Powell’s inclinations
may well be in dissonance with policy. As
a military man he would naturally bring
his talent in team work to make things
work. At present, his stature is greater
than his President’s. Time will tell if he
will emulate General George Marshall or
be tied down like General Alexander Haig.
It is clear, however, that Gen. Powell will
provide the restraining influence on an
otherwise aggressively-focussed security
policy. He would not allow the U.S. to
militarily stampede into situations with-
out coolly assessing the costs and bene-
fits. In that lies the hope for a sane and

safe U.S. security policy from the Repub-
lican administration.



JRepublican senator calls for
of economic sanctions again

WASHINGTON: A senior
Republican senator has urged the
Bush administration to lift all post-
Pokhran economic sanctions
against India, saying the two coun-
tries must draw closer to each
other as they face a “comipgn
threat from China”. \k

Speaking at Brookin
Institution, a Washington-base
think- tank, chairman of the Near
East and South Asia sub-commit-
tee of the senate foreign relations
committee, Sam Brownback, said,
“India sees a threat from China, a
nuclear nation with which it has
fought wars and which has spread
its influence on all of India’s bor-
ders. Better relations with the US.
are in India’s interests. The U.S.
also has problems with China and
clearly a closer relationship with
India will provide a strategic coun-
terbalance in South Asia.”

Mr Brownback said the U.S.
must remove all the remaining
economic sanctions on India, focus

seriously on trade issues, continue
to work on non-proliferation dif-
ferences, start evaluating the con-
ditions under which to waive the
mailitary’ sanctions, step up Indo-
fence and security coopera-

Countries. \ \,'\
Maintaining that there were
many facets to the US’ relation-
ship with India, he said, “Most
recently, we have been dealing
with the terrible tragedy of the
earthquake that struck Gujarat.”
Although the U.S. has pledged
over $10 million in aid and sent a
team to the quake-hit areas, he
remarked that the Bush adminis-
tration should have done more in
the immediate aftermath of the
quake. “I think we can and should
do still more as Gujarat enters the
reconstruction phase. We should
take this opportunity not only to
waive all the sanctions on interna-
tional financial institution (IFIs)

loans but also to waive economic
sanctions on India altogether. By
acting now to eliminate all the
remaining unilateral sanctions
against India, the U.S. will send a
positive signal of American con-
cern and support,” he said.
Remarking that the US. must
broaden its trade relationship with
India, he made it clear that both
sides had to work towards that
end. “India’s exports to the US.
grew by 28 per cent last year alone,
yet US. exports to India have bare-
ly grown by 10 per cent for the
whole decade. Clearly, there is
room for improvement.”
According to him, although too
much emphasis had been placed
on Indo-US. differences on
nuclear issues, it was an area that
required attention. “We shguld
continue our dialogue on
restraint, but at the s
recognise India’s secug

ours.” (p1y

THE TMES OF INDIA
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WHEN THE US disapproves of a
foreign government's actions, poli-
cies or ideology, it usually pursues
one of three options. It bombs, it
punishes, or it  persuades.
Sometimes it does all three togeth-
er. Concerted American armed
action of the kind seen in Iraq and
Serbia is relatively rare and is usu-
ally embarked upon as a last resort.
If persuasion fails and coercion of a
foreign power or dictator is
required, the much more usual,
preferred tool is punishment by
economic and diplomatic means -
in other words, sanctions.

Both the US presidency and the
US Congress have given them-
selves sweeping powers to impose
sanctions on foreigners who offend
America's ideas of what is proper.
These measures range from unilat-
cral bans on selected exports or
restrictions on entry into the US of
"undesirable” individuals to fuil-
scale trade, travel, investment and
diplomatic embargoes.

In such latter cases, the US will

London, February 9

ms US sanctions

routinely a\( t JN Sccurity
Council to enddrse its actions,
ensuring that oth¢r UN members
follow its lead. Thunks to its enor-
mous clout and its veto power, it
usually gets its way.

Iraq is the most notorious victim
of all-out US-led punitive sanctions
(even though the measures have
been softeded in recent years),
Although most countries in the UN
General Assembly no longer sup-
port the sanctions regime as
applied to Baghdad, it remains in
place regardless.

In the post-Cold War period the
US to throw its weight around to a
greater degree than ever before.

The figures on sanctions, provid-
ed by US business lobby groups,
also form the context for one of the
more unexpected initiatives of the
new Bush administration. When
Colin Powell visited the Senate last
month for hearings on his nomina-
tion as secretary of state, one of the
issues he raised was sanctions.
any of them, he
did not work, and

a bad name. The repeated use of
sanctions as a foreign policy
weapon “shows a degree of
American hubris and arrogance
that may not serve our interests all
that well."

Does this presage a new dawn of
enlightenment for governments of
Havana, Delhi, Damascus, Tehran,
Kabul, Beijing and elsewhere?
That is far from clear.

Mr Powell has been explicit about
two cases: Iraq and Libya. Here the
sanctions would remain.

And there is another conasidera-
tion that gives pause. Sanctions are
not always bad and they dg some-
times work: the example of South
Africa durmg the apartheid era is
often given. And it FETa0m-
bered that many big i inesses,

" including some British banké: far-

vently opposed them. |
The recently imposed.&JN curbs
on the West African war-stoking
trade in "blood diamonds" are
another example of sanctions that
are morally desirable and will,
hopefully, work.
(Guardian News Service)

THE HINDUST AN TIME



%S. will work

with Sharon for
peace: Bush

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 7. The Bush ad-
ministration has congratulated

the Prime Minister-elect of Israel, -

r. Ariel Sharon, calling the Unit-
d States’ relationship with the
ewish state ‘‘rock solid”. A White
ouse statement said that the
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
called Mr. Sharon soon after the
incumbent Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, conceded defeat in

the elections. b\%gg W %
“The Presidentt0ld Prime Min-

ister-elect Sharon he looked for-
ward to working with him,
especially with regard to advanc-
ing peace and stability in the re-
gion”, the White House statement
said, making also the point that
the U.S. deeply appreciated the

friendship of Mr. Barak and his \/

commitment to regional peace.

The administration here is yet
to unfold its strategy vis-a-vis
West Asia but has been giving in-
dications that there is bound to be
a change in focus. “We want to
make sure that the quest for
peace is seen in a broad regional
context so that the quest doesn’t
stand alone in and of itself”, the
Secretary of State, Mr. Colin Po-
well, remarked.

What the Bush administration
is trying to do is to convince all
Arab nations that a peace deal be-
tween the Israelis and the Palesti-
nians will benefit all in the region.
During the course of the political
campaign, Mr. Bush had tried to
make the point that the peace
proposals cannot be imposed on
an American schedule or dead-
lines.

Gen. Powell has said that he is
travelling to the region, the Guif
and Europe later this month but
that the final arrangements are
yet to be worked out. One of the
first things that Washington

- seems to be emphasising is on

controlling violence.

‘“This is a time to be patient” so
as to give the winner a chance to
decide what kind of Government
is going to be formed, Gen. Powell
remarked. In particular, Washing-

ton is keen on not seeing the cycle |,

of violence begin all over agai}/
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