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S DELEGATES from over 160 na-

tions gather in Geneva for the

three-week-long  Fifth Review

Conference of the Biological and
Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC), be-
ginning on November 19, the recent bio-
terrorist attacks using anthrax in the
United States have lent fresh urgency to
ensuring that all biological weapons are
banned.

It was only three months ago that the
United States blocked the acceptance of a
Protocol which would have improved the
effectiveness of the Convention. Although
the two-and-a-half-decades-old Conven-
tion and its predecessor, the Geneva Pro-
tocol of 1925, banned biological weapons,
they lacked the means to ensure compli-
2nce. The proposed Protocol was intend-
ed to give real teeth to the Convention and
had taken some 10 years of difficult nego-
tiations to reach. So its total rejection by
the U.S. aroused considerable anger, in-
cluding from its own close allies.

But, even after the terrorist and anthrax
attacks, the U.S. administration remains
adamantly opposed to treaties in general
because they limit U.S. action, says Dr.
Barbara Hatch Rosenberg, research pro-
fessor of environmental science at the
State University of New York at Purchase
and Chair of the Federation of American
Scientists Working Group on Biological
Weapons.

The U.S. is said to have worked out
some proposals of its own to put forward
at the latest Review Conference. But in-
stead of strengthening the BWC more
than the Protocol would have done, analy-
sts believe the U.S. has gone in the oppo-
site direction and that its proposals are
too limited in scope. Its close allies are
hoping that these proposals are only a first
step and more stringent measures will fol-
low.

A key issue which delegates at the Re-

rview Conference will have to confront is
whether the world can any longer afford
to hasten slowly just to keep the U.S. on
board. ‘‘Biological weapons present the
greatest danger today of all three weapons
of mass destruction as they are the easiest
to acquire, have the weakest (non-prolif-
eration) regime and yet have effects com-
parable to nuclear weapons,” warns Dr.

Graham S. Pearson, a spjjecialist on chem-
ical and biological non-proliferation who
retired as head of Britainy’s Chemical and
Biological Defence Estyblishment, the
world’s oldest chemical and biological de-
fence establishment.

It has taken all too long to get to the
present stage where a Protocol to increase
compliance with the BWC is possible. The
recent acceptance of the Kyoto Protocol
on climate change and global warming
has shown that other countries can get on
with what they think needs to be done

Group to draft a legally binding instru-
ment with appropriate measures, includ-
ing possible verification measures, to
strengthen the Convention. The draft Pro-
tocol was to be ready for consideration at
the 2001 Review Conference.

It was only in March this year that the
chairman of the Ad Hoc Group, Ambassa-
dor Mr. Tibor Toth of Hungary, was able
to put forward a composite Protocol text,
based on earlier drafts and intensive dis-
cussions with national delegations. The
composite Protocol text was very largely

The recent bioterrorist attacks using anthrax in the
United States have lent fresh urgency to ensuring that
all biological weapons are banned.

even when the U.S. refuses to go along
with a treaty protocol.

Building on the Geneva Protocol of
1925, which prohibited the use of chem-
ical and biological weapons in war, the
Biological and Toxin Weapons Conven-
tion banned its signatories from develop-
ing, producing or holding biological
agents and weapons for hostile purposes.
The Convention, which opened for signa-
ture in 1972 and came into force in 1975,
was the first international treaty to totally
ban an entire class of weapons. But like
the Geneva Protocol, the Convention
lacked an organisation to oversee its im-
plementation or ways of monitoring com-
pliance. Under the Convention, the only
remedy available to address concerns
about a member-state’s compliance was
to forward these to the U.N. Security
Council, a step which has never been tak-
en so far.

As the years passed, the effect of these
shortcomings became increasingly evi-
dent. Review conferences in 1986 and
1991 agreed to seven binding confidence-
building measures which have, however,
turned out to be of limited value. The 1991
Fourth Review Conference also set up an
expert group to identify and examine po-
tential verification measures. After study-
ing its report, a Special Conference in
1994 decided to establish an Ad Hoc

based on earlier drafts which all national
delegations, including the U.S., had
agreed to, points out Dr. Pearson. It was
this composite Protocol text which the
U.S. delegation criticised and rejected at
the meeting of the Ad Hoc Group in July-
August.

The draft Protocol suggested setting up
bodies to oversee implementation and en-
sure compliance. Each country would
have to annually submit declarations of its
most important installations and activ-
ities with potential hiological weapons use
or face penalties. More important, the
Protocol would have created a framework
to investigate discrepancies in national
declarations and concerns raised by any
member-state.

In order to address the problem of pro-
liferation and prevent bioterrorism, the
draft Protocol asked countries to review
and, if necessary, strengthen legislation,
regulatory and administrative provisions
to prevent the transfer of biological
agents, toxins, equipment and technolo-
gies. All states would have to implement
laws prohibiting individuals from con-
ducting activity banned by the Conven-
tion in any area under their control as well
and their citizens undertaking such activ-
ity anywhere else.

"{40n.July 25, the head of the U.S. dele-

gation and Ambassador, Mr. Donald A.
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Mabhley, told the meeting of the Ad Hoc
Group that his country felt “unable to
support the current text {(of the propused
Protocol), even with changes.” At a State
Department briefing the same day, jour-
nalists were told: ““The protocol. which
was proposed, adds nothing new to our
verification capabilities. And it was a
unanimous view in the United States Gov-
ernment that there were significant risks
to U.S. national interests and that is why
we could not support that protocol. -
plementation of such a protocol would
have caused problems... for our binlogical
weapons defence programmes, woulad
have risked intellectual property piob,
lems for our pharmaceutical and biotech
industries and risked the loss of integri
and utility to our very rigorous muliilatcr -
al export control regimes. And so we bo-
lieve that not having a protocol is betier
than having this one.”

“It is evident that the United States, in
rejecting the Protocol, is making a huge
mistake and, more to the point, onc that is
based on illogical assessments,” says Dr.
Pearson.

“The U.S. objections to the Protocol ul-
timately boil down to unwillingness to ac
cept any restrictions whatsoever on U.S.
activities, no matter what the compensa-
tory gain,” says the Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists. Its remarks caime after the
New York Times recently revealed the ex-
istence of secret UJ.5. biological weapous
research which the Government insisted
was only for “protective or defensive pur-
poses.” Such rescarch would have to be
declared if the Protocol camme into force.
Moreover, since the dividing line between
this sort of "defensive’ research and the
“offensive” variety is dangerously thin. it
would make the banning of all biological
weapons difficult, if not impossible.

What the U.S. appears to want is a bi-
ological Weapons Treaty where the intru-
sive checks are kept for states which are
“proliferation candidates™.

“Although the United States regrettably
is failing to sec the benefits of the Protocol
for the United States or for global security,
the other states should have the courage
of their convictions and take the Chair-
man’s composite Protocol text forwurd,”
suggests Dr. Pearson.



4 WAR ON TERROR

With Taliban falling, Bush is being urged

to extend war to a serious bid to topple
Saddam, RONALD BROWNSTEIN reports

N TO Baghdad? With the
Taliban crumbling, some
US conservatives who ini-
tially accused President
Bush of pursuing .the war in
Afghanistan too timidly are intensifying

pressure on him to apply the military’

strategy used there against Saddam
Hussein in Iraq.

In a flurry of newspaper articles and
television appearances, prominent
hawks such as former Defense Depart-
ment official Richard Perle and colum-
nist William Safire are pressing the ad-
ministration to make “phase two” of
the war against terror a full-fledged ef-
fort to topple Hussein. ’

“As the campaign in Afghanistan
has progressed, a consensus has
emerged that it is high time to Temove
Saddam Hussein from power,’ * wrote
Tom Donnelly, Deputy Executive Di-
rector of the Project for a New Ameti-
can Century, a conservative think tank.

National Security Adviser Con-
doleezza Rice sent the hawks’ pulses
racing on Sunday with tough talk
against Hussein on NBC’s Meet the
Press. Still, she stopped well short of
committing Bush to a military cam-
paign against the Iraqi dictator, who
was forced-from Kuwait — but not dri-
ven from power — in the Persian Gulf
War launched a decade ago by Bush'’s
father, then-President George Bush.
“The world would clearly be better and
the Iraqi people would be better off if
Saddam Hussein were not in power,”
Rice said. But she also cautioned: “I
think it’s a little early to start talking
about the next phases of this war.”

Other administration aides say the
emerging conservative clamour isn't
likely-to shift their near-term focus away
from the continuingeffort to apprehend
Osama bin Laden and cradicate the last
vestiges of Taliban power in Afghanistan.

“Their focus is on where’s Waldo — de-
stroying the Al Qaeda network in
Afghanistan and disrupting it world-
wide,” said one national security official.

The White House has not ruled out
the possibility of a strike against Iraq, and
on Monday a high-ranking US official
accused it of continuing to develop a
germ weapons programme. But the offi-
cial, Undersecretary for Arms Cqntrol
and International Security John R.
Bolton, also accused four other nations
of pursuing such programmes. For this
and other reasons, administration offi-
cials have been careful to avoid sending
the impression that they actively are
planning any military action against Iraq.

Some experts argue that Iraq, with
its modern army, could prove a much
more formidable challenge than the
rag-tag Taliban. And other analysts
warn that an attack on Iraq would di-

g

vide the United States from Arab na-
tions that, however ‘tepidly, have en-
dorsed the offensive in Afghanistan.
“When you start talking about Iraq, you
have to start worrying about how you
build a real coalition, both politically
and maybe militarily,” said Robert
Hunter, US ambassador to NATO un-
der former President Clinton.

But the call for a second front in
Iraq illustrates again the unusual politi-
cal dynamic of the war against terror-
ism: almost all of the domestic pressure
is in the direction of escalation, rather
than restraint. During the first several
weeks of the Afghanistan campaign,
prominent Republicans including Sena-
tor John McCain of Arizona and
columnists Safire and Charles
Krauthammer complained that the
Pentagon was not attacking the Taliban
aggressively enough. By comparison,

The califora second
front illustrates again
the unusual dynamic
of the war against
terrorism: almost all of
the domestic pressure
is for escalation,
rather than restraint

virtually no well-known politicians or
commentators made the kind of argu-
ments against foreign military interven-
tion that dominated the Democratic
Party from Vietnam through the Per-
sian Gulf War a decade ago.

Now that the Taliban largely hqs
fallen, the hawks, virtually withdut
missing a beat, argue that the combina-
tion of US air power and special forces
working with the type of local forces
they had dismissed as inadequate in
Afghanisan could dislodge Hussein.

“As in Afghanistan, a campaign in
Iraq will involve local opposition forces,
the Kurds in the north and the Shia
tribes in the south,” Donnelly wrote in
the latest issue of Weekly Standard, a
conservative magazine that functions as
abulletin board for the new hawks. “But
as in Afghanistan, the Iraq campaign
must be premised upon the certainty of
an.American-led military victory and a
commitment to remain engaged.”

Early in the Afghanistan fighting,
conservatives such as Perle and Bill Kris-
tol, Weekly Standard’s publisher, accused
the administration of forcing the military
to pull its punches while the State De-
partment tried to assemble a coalition to
rule Afghamstan after the Taliban fell.

BUT BAGHD? D WON TCRUMBLE AS EASlLY AS KABUL

y say US US hawks

Now the hawks fear that Bush might re-
ject a mission against Hussein for fear of
alienating Arab countries including
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Perle said on
ABC’s This Week last Sunday that such
deference amounted to “insipid interna-
tionalism”.

No leading Democrat has gone as
far as the conservatives in urging a full-
scale military assault on Iraq. But Sena-

_tor Joseph I. Lieberman, Al Gore’s:

running mate in 2000, is urging the ad-
ministration to commit itself to remov-
ing Hussein from power. In an inter-
view, Lieberman said he believes the
United States should increase its sup-
port for Iraqi resistance groups, includ-
Ing military support, but not launch an
outright attack — at least for now.

A military offensive against Iraq
might spark much more domestic politi-
cal criticism than the war in Afghanistan.
Many Democratic analysts agree with
Hunter, who says that while he endorses
‘the goal of destroying Hussein’s weapon-
making capacity, an all-out attack would
expose the United States to much
greater military and diplomatic risks than
the Afghanistan campaign. Administra-
tion national security aides note key dif-
ferences from the situation in
Afghanistan — among them that Hus-
sein is more entrenched in power than
the Taliban were, and is protected by an
army that is vastly larger and more mod-
ern. Iraq is estimated to have 429,000
troops under arms — roughly seven to 10
times the size of the Taliban — and much
more sophisticated weaponry.

But Perle insisted that despite their
larger army, Iraqi commanders would
face the same conundrum as the Taliban:
Any time they massed to overpower lo-
cal rebels, they would expose their forces
to a devastating attack from US air
power. “Iraq will be much, much easier
than a lot of people think,” Perle said.

—- LA Times-Washington Post
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Bﬂm DID N%)THIN o\{ LP

Anglo-US concenlif terorsm s¢ \to be selfish

T is possible to question what purpose has been served by
Tony Blair's whistle-stop tour of the Middle East, The :
moment he left Israel and Palestine the worst form of | |
violence erupted in the troubled land, Israel withdrew from |
the agreement to take their tanks and forces out of the Gaza -
Strip and West Bank towns they had occupied and Israeli :
Prime minister Ariel Sharon declined an invitation to meet -
President Bush in New York. In Syria he got nowhere, nor
in Jordan nor in any of the-other places he visited as the
emissary of George Bush to whom he is to report on his 1
return. The reason is not far to seek. According to the BBC,
his whole mission was to tell the world that they should pipe .
down and wait until American objectives in Afghanistan
have been met. The same message has reached India too. It
" is not exactly calculated to inspire confidence in the :
smcenty of America’s global war on terrorism. The diffe-
rence is this. While allowances are made for the naivete of |
the United States and the greater experience of Britain, the |
time may soon come when Americans will not know what to
do ith-themselves. The war in Afghanistan is not going '
we)l, to indulge in the language of understatement — the .
 expected desertions from Taliban ranks is not taking place
anld Islamic fundamentalism is gaining ground.
he single main reason for the sorry state of affairs is the
American obsession with retaining Pervez Musharraf by |
their side as the ohly Muslim nation to support everything -
they do. However the cost has been heavy. Pakistan have |
caused the Americans to fight with one arm tied behind |
their backs over attacking front line Taliban troops because
Musharraf objected out of fear that his Taliban friends will .
be weakened. Pakistan’s Talibanised officers led the
endary Afghan commander, Abdul Haq to his death in
'Afgghamstan Colin Powell also swallowed a lot of nonsense
from Islamabad about the need for the moderate Taliban to
find a place in the new government in Afghanistan. This is
on a par with the hypothesis that after the end of World War -
II, there should have been a place in the administration of !
Konrad Adenaur for moderate elements in the Nazi party of .
Adolf Hitler! ‘
America should have remembered that Zionists infiltrated
the British mandate in Palestine towards the end of the War
* and smuggled thousands of Jews in preparation for the
4 declaration of the state of Israel. Neither Britain nor the
Israelis have forgotten or forgiven. For Tony Blair to preach
‘| to them disregarding what they regard as their sovereign
\ right of self-defence in the face of terrorist attacks including
' murder of one of their ministers, could not have been
" thought to be helpful. To return to Pakistan, valuable time
has been lost in ﬁoldmg back the National Alliance. Only
they aretup e of taking on the Taliban on the ground in
the winter that is approaching; they are now dangerously
short of tiitie. One of America’s well-known newspapers
reports that Pakistan is still supplying the Taliban with
weapons; The Pakistanis also derailed the peace process
with Nawaz Sharif, Vajpayee was talking to him while
Musharraf was gettmg his men into Kargil by stealth and
deceit. America will do much better if they remember two
cardinal points. One, Pakistan is Kashmir-centric because |
to them, religion was the basis on which India was
partitioned. Two, if contrary to the view of the United |
Nations, Kashmlr is still an issue between India and ' |
Pakistan — in the name of democracy which neither
Pakistan nor Pakistan-occupied Kashmir has known — and ‘
Kashmir were to be reconsidered, who is going to protect the
120 million Muslims in India. India has the second largest |
Muslim population in the world. \
America has a long way to go to carry conviction that their
crusade against terpéfism is world-wide; Tony Blair d1d ‘
nothing to help. . |

a1z STATESL Y

e 4t
[y 3



‘/\W Nuclear terrorism threat real: |AEA

i

VIENNA, NOV. 1. The head of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) has said that the
ruthlessness of the September 11
attacks on the U.S. showed that
an act of nuclear terrorism was
“far more likely” than previously
thought.

“The willingness of terrorists
to sacrifice their lives to achieve
their evil aims creates a new di-
mension in the fight against ter-
rorism,” the IAEA Director-
General, Mochammed Elbaradei,
told journalists in Vienna on
Wednesday.

Mr. Elbaradei, whose Vienna-
based U.N. Agency sets world
standards for nuclear security,
said the concern was no longer
limited to the possibility of Gov-
ernments diverting nuclear ma-
terials into clandestine weapons
Jrogrammes.

“Now we have been alerted to
the potential of terrorists target-
ing nuclear facilities or using ra-
dioactive sources to incite panic,
contaminate property and even
cause injury or death among ci-
vilian populations.”

Experts have gathered at the
IAEA’s headquarters to discuss
security. They have added an ex-
tra session on Friday devoted
solely to the issue of nuclear ter-
rorism.

Mr. Elbaradei called on coun-
tries to take a careful inventory
of the security risks at their nu-
clear power plants and other fa-
cilities and to ensure that they
can prevent or withstand terror-
ist attacks.

Although there are no con-
firmed cases of terrorists using
nuclear weapons, he said there
was concern over reports that

some militant groups had at-
tempted to acquire nuclear ma-
terial. This included the
Al-Qaeda of Osama bin Laden.
Since 1993, there have been

'175 known cases of trafficking in

nuclear material and 201 cases of
trafficking in other radioactive
sources, such as those used for
medical or industrial purposes.

But only 18 of these have ac-
tually involved highly-enriched
uranium or plutonium, the ma-
terial needed to produce an
atomic bomb.

The IAEA believes that the
quantities involved are insuffi-
cient to construct a nuclear ex-
plosive device.

It estimates that there has
been a six-fold increase in nucle-
ar material in peaceful pro-
grammes worldwide since 1970.

There are 438 nuclear power

A

reactors around the wdrld, 651
research reactors, of which 284
are in operation, and 25( fuel cy-
cle plants, including uranium
mills and plants that convert, en-
rich, store and re-process nucle-
ar material.

While the level of security at
nuclear facilities is considered to
be very high, the IAEA believes
the security of medical and in-
dustrial radiation sources is
weak in some countries.

Mr. Elbaradei said the sound-
ness of nuclear facilities had
been demonstrated in U.S. ex-
periments in which a military jet
was slammed into a concrete and
steel structure identical to that of
a nuclear power plant. The struc-
ture held. Nevertheless, security
at all nuclear plants must be kept
tight. — Reuters
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G-20 adopts plan to freeze as

WASHINGTON: Strengthening the global
crackdown on funds for terrorism, top
finance officials from industrialised and

developing countries, including India have
" adopted an action plan calling on each G-20
member to freeze the assets of terrorists and
their associates and close their access to the
international financial system.

The action plan, adopted at the end of the
two-day annual meeting of the group of 20
countries at Ottawa on Sunday, also asked

*action” to choke funds for terrorists, sayin

the members to cooperate with internation-  “Every single meml;a'mm, with-
al bodies to implement standards to combat out exception, has signed on to that action
abuses of the financial system, including plan,” Canadian finance minister Paul
financing for terrorism and money-launder- Martin, who chaired the meeting, told a news
ing, which finance rnjn?ter Yashwant Sinha conference. He said the members agreed to
had suggested. ~\ gn b take action to block financing by groups
Addressing the meetix\é of G~20 fin 'such as Al-Qaeda led by Osama bin Laden,
ministers, Mr Sinha stressed the need for § the mastermind of the September 11 terror-
“upited, comprehensive and truly globa} ist attacks on the US.
“The barbarous attacks on the U.S. were

the plan should include prompt action. attacks on all of us intended to shake global

sets of terrorists, associates

economic confidence and security. We will
ensure that these efforts fail,” said a commu-
nique issued at the end of the meeting,

“We are committed to combating terror-
ism by cutting off its financial sources. There
should be no safe havens for the financing of
terrorism. To this end, we have agreed on an
action plan to deny terrorists and their asso-
ciates access to our financial systems. We call
on other countries to take similar sfeps,” the
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ISLAMABAD\LONDON: He is
the target of the biggest manhunt
in history. His enemies have
pounded his camps to dust with
Cruise missiles, pursued him with
satellites and stealth bombers and
put a multi-million-dollar price on
his head.

But Osama bin Laden is still at

large. He has defied all the
state-of-the-art  military
hardware and surveillance
technology that the U.S.-led
coalition has thrown at him.

On Sunday a British
newspaper reported that
British and U.S. special
forces have surrounded
bin Laden in an area of 80 [
square  kilometres
south-eastern Afghanistan.

The Sunday Telegraph said that
according to defence sources the
SAS and US. commandos have
been dropped by helicopter across
the southern approach to the area,
near the Taliban stronghold of
Kandahar, to prevent bin Laden
from escaping into Pakistan.

“The plan has always been to
deny bin Laden space,” said
British defence secretary Geoff
Hoon. “The space he has to oper-
ate in is now very limited indeed,”

i@ 0sama bin Laden

ces
on Osama

|
he added. !

A British intelligence source |
told the paper that bin Laden was
believed to be “static” somewhere
to the south-east of Kandahar.

“For a variety of reasons we can !
be confident that he has not been
able to move far,” the source said.

US. defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld though has
warned that bin Laden
might have access to a hel-
icopter that could try to
take him to a possible ren-
dezvous with a private jet
§ in Pakistan.

On Saturday night the
Taliban envoy to Pakistan
refuted earlier claims that
bin Laden had left the
country with his wives and children.

“Osama is inside Afghanistan
but I don’t know whether he is in
our territory or the area controlled
by the Northern Alliance,” Abdul
Salam Zaeef said. However, on
Sunday, Zaeef said Osama may
have even left the country. He was
quoted by a news agency as saying
“I don’t know where he is; whether -
he is in other areas of Afghanistan 1
or has left Afghanistan. But I know !
this much that he is not in the area
under our control.” (Agencies) /
Z

FAE Timeo V!

s ‘uﬁm

15 QY |



Hi

London, November 17

next base for bin Laden.”

between Mohammed Atta, a sus-

US terror Whg) targets 50 nations

VICE-PRESIDENT DICK Cheney
said that after the Afghanistan
campaign is over, the US may
direct a second wave of military
action against states which har-
bour terrorists.

Cheney said up to 50 states
could be targeted on the grounds
that they had al-Qaida networks
operating there. Somalia. which
is a haven for al-Qaida support-
ers, would be high on any US list
of targets, along with Iraq.

The ease with which Kabul fell
has encouraged hawks within the
US administration to extend mil-
itary action, particularly against
Iraq. The British view is that

another state is untikely and
action is more likely against
internal enemies.

US Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld had asked the Penta-
gon to come up with post-
Afghanistan options in which
“they were to think the unthink-
able”. The resulting general com-
mand papers were dismissed by
Rumsfeld for “not being radical
enough”.

Dominic Simpson, an analyst,
said he thought the next phase of
military campaign might involve
Somalia. “The sense of violation
would be less if the US was mov-
ing against a government that

was functioning. It could be the

Action in Somalia would offer
an opportunity to pay off old
scores. Eighteen US soldiers
were brutally killed there in 1993
and since then the US has been
wary of committing ground
troops anywhere.

Yemen is home to several mili-
tant groups linked to al-Qaida.
The remit of the Government
does not extend to tribal areas
where such groups have their
camps. The danger was rein-
forced last year when al-Qaida
operatives successfully launched
an attack on the USS Cole from a
dinghy.

Rumsfeld has described as sig-

 nificant meetings in Prague

pected leader of the September
11 hijackers, and an Iraqi intelli-
gence official. However, a firm
connection between al-Qaida and
Iraq has proved elusive.
However, Saddam Hussein is
regarded as one of the most dan-
gerous leaders with potential
access to weapons of mass
destruction and that is increas-
ingly being regarded as suffi-
cient justification for war. For
many in the US administration,
it is “unfinished business”.
Meanwhile, Paul Wolfowitz,
the US Deputy Defence Secretary
said he saw a clear need to con-
front al-Qaida in Indonesia.
The Guardian




“POTO: Venkaiah sa

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE A\
CHENNAI, NOVEMBER17 .~
LW
EFENDING the
Centre’s stand on
POTO, Union Rural
Development Minis-
ter M. Venkaiah Naidu, on Friday
said that civil liberties are for civil-
ians and human rights for human
beings. Naidu was addressing a
public meeting organised by BJP
to mark “National Unity Day
Against Terrorism”.

He wondered as to how a terror-
ist after killing thousands of inno-
cents by triggering explosives could
take refuge in human rights and civil -
liberties. He said that thousands of
elders, women and children had
been killed by terrorists in Kashmir
and that the anti-terrorism law was
meant todealwith them.

| BJP chief wants consensus

Alluding to the threats posed by
outfits owing their allegiance to
Osama bin Laden, he said that in
the wake of the September 11 at-
tacks on the US, the threat of a ter-
rorist attack from Laden’s support-
ers in India necessitated the

0.\% \\%

promulgation of POT

Criticising the Congress and e
Left parties for what he called théi
“double standards” on the issue of
enacting stringent laws against ter-
rorism, Naidu said that while the !
Congress governments in Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka had already :
enacted the Control of Organised |
Crimes Act, the party had taken a |
“negative stand” on POTO. :

He appealed to the Opposition |
“to place the interest of the nation
before short-term political gains”, :
when it came to dealing with ter- |
rorism that threatened the peo- !
ple’ssecurity.

“The Congress, which had en- |
acted the Defence of India Act,
MISA, Preventive Detention Act |
and Disturbed Area Act and also
TADA, has no right to criticise
POTO,” hesaid.

ANITA SALUJA

NEW DELHI. NOVEMBER 17

THE ATADMK would be sup-
porting the Vajpayee Government
on POTO in the Winter Session of
Parliament and would be voting
with it, thus bailing it out on the cru-

i cial voting where it was bound to

face embarrassment given the stand
of other Opposition parties includ-

¢ ingthe Congress and the Left.

Reliable sources said AIADMK
chief . Jayalalithaa has communi-

i cated the stand of the party to the
i Chief Whip of the Parliamentary -
i party.

A'ooordingly,inboththeHouscs,
the AIADMK which is so far an ally
of the Congress, would vote in

i favourofthe Vajpayee Government

onPOTO.

Chief Minister O. Paneerselvam
whoattended the Inter-State Coun-
cil meeting on Friday and would also
be present at the Internal Security
meet on Saturday would strongly
defend the Vajpayee Government
on POTO and oppase the Congress
view-point on the issue.

Interestingly, it was on Friday,
prior to the meeting of Internal Se-
curity conference convened by
Prime Minister Vajpayee when
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi also
convened the crucial meeting of the
Congress-ruled Chief Ministers in
order tobuild a case against POTO.

However, the AIADMK is not
with the Congress and neither are

- there any signs of convincing each

other on the issue. Chief Minister O.

ys terrorists have no rights

. @ Jaya to bail out govt when Bill comes up in Parliament

Paneerselvam ruled out any meet-
ingwith the Congress chief.

According to sources, neither
the Congress nor the AIADMK
made any effort to bridge the devel-
oping distance between the two in
the recent past. While the Congress
is annoyed over the stand of the
AIADMK on POTO, the latter
feels that the Congress is trying to
come on its own in Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry, without caring for its
sentiments.

ATADMK support is crucial for
the Vajpayee Government as it
stands to lose in the Rajya Sabha. If
the Centre convenes a Joint Session
of Parliament, the 17 AIADMK
votescanbail out the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment in getting the crucial legis-
lation on POTO passed. i
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UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

LONDON, Nov. 23. — South
Africa’s decision to back India
in the row over match referee

been debated in the Indian Par-
liament and demonstrations had
taken place outside the South Af-
rican embassies in Mumbai and
Kolkata. Under his instructions,

Mr Mike Den- Mr Balfour
ness was taken | contacted Mr
. by the country’s Majola with a
President, Mr . “sharp and
Thabo Mbeki. painfully
Mr Mbeki told clear” messa-
his sports min- ge, the Gua-
ister: “Never ev- | rdian said.
er upset India”, Mr Majola
news reports sa- | telephoned
- id today. Mr Speed in
 And Mr Mbeki London. “We
was actually th- have no cho-
" inking of his ice.It has be-
country’s econo- en taken out
' my when he is- of our hands.
sued the direc- The Test
¢ tive, the Guardi- : must go ah-
. an reported fr- Mr Thabo Mbeki ead,” he said.
' om Pretoria. . He  spoke
. The President, during a mid- directly to Mr Denness.
morning Cabinet meeting, re- referee said: “1 m
: minded his sports minister, Mr here to do a job and that is wh-
i Ngconde Balfour, that India at I'll do.”
was South Africa’s major trad- Pollock: South African captain
. ing partner. “Beat them on the Shaun Pollock admitted today
field but never, ever upset that his players were finding it
them off it, certainly not when difficult to motivate themselves
it reaches the parliamentary for the matth against India,
level. Sport is one thing but the adds PTI from Centurion Park.

. nation’s economy is quite an-
| other”, the Guardian quoted
. Mr Mbeki as having said.

. The extraordinary presiden-
' tial intervention came on a day

of frenetic negotiations be-
tween Mr Jagmohan Dalmiya,
his South African counterpart,
Mr Gerald Majola, and the ICC

. chief, Mr Malcolm Speed. Mr

Dalmiya agreed to continue the

. series as cancellation would

have meant a loss of $4 million

in income, and legal actic

from TV companies. F
Mr Mbeki knew the issue had

As such, it would be unfair if
the match was ratified as an
official one by the ICC at a later
date, he said.

An ego clash? It seems to be
an ego clash between the BCCI
chief and the ICC head, SNS
adds from Kolkata. Mr Dalmiya
today discounted such theories
and said the Indian Board had
no intentien of causing a split
in the ICC; “The ICC is the pa-
rent body and we respect that.

B See MBEKI: page 8
SMore reports on page 1/2/
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LINDSAY NEW REFEREE; MATCH UNOFFICIAL, SAYS ICC ~_«

India,

CAPE TOWN, NOV. 22. South African
cricket authorities on Thursday
replaced match referee, Mr. Mike
Denness, for the third test with
India after the visitors threatened
to abandon the tour.

However, the International
Cricket Council (ICC), which ap-
pointed Mr. Denness, said the
United Cricket Board of South
Africa (UCBSA) had acted without
proper authority and the match
would not be recognised as an of-
ficial test.

The former South African test
player and match referee, Mr. De-
nis Lindsay, has accepted the
UCBSA’s offer to officiate in the
match.

The UCBSA chief executive, Mr.
Gerald Majola, said the Indian au-
thorities had agreed that Mr.
Lindsay was a suitable replace-
ment.

The Indians were furious that
Mr. Denness disciplined six of
their players, including Sachin
Tendulkar, for bringing the game
into disrepute during the second
test, and demanded he be re-
placed for the final test starting on
Friday in Centurion.

“We were informed this morn-
ing by the president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in India, Mr.
Jagmohan Dalmiya, that the Indi-
an team will not take the field if
Mike Denness is acting as match
referee,” Mr. Majola said in a
statement.

The board could not afford to
cancel the match and asked Mr.
Denness to step aside in the in-
terests of the game. Mr. Denness
said he was a properly appointed
ICC match referee and could not
do so.

Mr. Majola then
ICC chief execyst¥e, Mr. Malcolm
Speed, to pdorm him the board

. Africa mp

The Indian skipper, Saurav Ganguly, waits for his turn with Sachin
Tendulkar, during nets at the Super Sports Park in Centurion near
Johannesburg, on Thursday. — Photo: N. Sridharan

had no alternative but to ask Mr.
Denness to excuse himself. If he
refused, the board would not al-
low him access to the match ref-
eree’s position at the test match
ground.

“We sincerely regret that the
matter has come to this, however,
we are pleased to announce that
the third Castle Lager/MTN test

match will go ahead as planned,”
Mr. Majola said.

But the ICC said no cricket
board had the authority to re-
move Mr. Denness. “The ICC
cannot accede to demands for his
removal. To remove him under
this kind of pressure would be to

isr

h

d ard the rules/agreed by al

mefmber countrief and set an yr-
.
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enness

acceptable future
said Mr. Speed.

South African officials were not
immediately available for com-
ment on the ICC’s ruling.

Mr. Denness found Sachin Ten-
dulkar guilty of ball- tampering,
captain Sourav Ganguly guilty of
failing to control his players, and
four others of “excessive appeal-
ing.”

The South African Sports Min-
ister, Mr. Ngconde Balfour, sent a
letter tonight to the ICC stating
that its action “does not serve the
best interests of cricket.”

Ganguly ‘taken aback’

A Johannesburg report said
Ganguly was taken aback when
he heard that the UCB had
banned Mr. Denness. “Explain
that to me again,” he said. After
hearing further details, he said, ‘'
cannot comment on that.”

Another report said Ganguly
took a swipe at the Australian
captain, Steve Waugh, who had
backed the disciplinary steps
against the Indian players.

Ganguly was quoted by the
South African Press Association as
saying ‘“‘Steve Waugh must shut
up. He should worry about Aus-
tralian cricket.”

Earlier, Mr. Dalmiya said in
Kolkata that India had agreed to
play the third match following the
decision to replace Mr. Denness.

On whether he had informed
the ICC of the decision, he said
“there is no question of the BCCI
going to the ICC since they have
already given their judgment on
our demand.” If the ICC withdrew
the two umpires from the match,
0 South African umpires would
officiate, he said. — AP, PTI

More reports on Page 23

precedent,”




A LITTLE BIT of prudence on the part of India’s
cricketers as well as by the match referee, Mr.
Mike Denness, could have saved cricket from
the latest controversy in South Africa. Going
even by explanations in his support — remov-
ing dirt from the ball — India’s latest cricketing
icon, Sachin Tendulkar, has erred. Clearly, the
‘question is not whether Sachin broke the laws
of the game or not: the rules require players to
'remove dirt from the ball under the supervision
'of the umpire. The question is not even whether
Mr. Denness went by the book when he im-
posed the penalties on six Indian players, in-
cluding: the captain, Sourav Ganguly: by all
accounts he had acted within his jurisdiction.
The issue is whether those on the field, and off
it, played cricket. The outrage that is doing the
rounds in the country over the penalties stems
~from the popular feeling that the nation’s play-
ers were singled out for the severe puni-
shments. That a more vociferous player from
the opposing team was not reined in during the
_same Test match, only fuels grievances that the
match referee had acted in a discriminatory
‘manner.

The deeper hurt is the ruling that Sachin —
acclaimed equally for his mastery with the wil-
low and for his sense of fair play — had brought
'‘disrepute’ to the game of cricket. Indeed, when
_Sachin ‘removed the dirt from the ball’ he did
transgress the letter of the law. But, as the
events that followed show clearly, that act did
Jittle to change the course of the second Test
‘Thatch against South Africa, which eventually
trotted to a draw. Even going strictly by the
rules there is little evidence to show that suspi-
cions were raised on the field either by the op-
ponent team or by the umpires. If indeed there

-Was an instance of ball tampering, the umpires
were well within authority to have the ball

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2001
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changed. Clearly, in the absence of these,
punishment handed down is disproportionate
to the offence. The other issue of excessive ap-
pealing by the Indian players is a matter of if-
terpretation. Clearly, on this charge, as in the
more serious one of Sachin’s tampering with
the ball, no protests were lodged, either by the
players or the umpires. These are points entire-
ly in India’s favour.

The disproportionately emotive statements
doing the public rounds now — the shrill de-
bates over whether cricket is still a white man’s
game, whether India should pull out of the se-
ries or whether Mr. Denness should be replaced
— do not augur well for the spirit of cricket; nor
for any sport. That the South African cricket
authorities have sympathised with India is am-
ple evidence that the spirit of sport is alive. The
injustices perceived to have been done to the
Indian team should be met squarely in the face
and steps taken to gain an honourable acquit-
tal. Clearly, there may seem to be advantages
behind such public shows of protest, as was
evident when the then Sri Lankan captain, Ar-
juna Ranatunga, rallied behind that nation’s
star spinner, Muttiah Muralitharan. It should
however be realised that despite that show of
strength, all traces of doubt were removed only
when the International Cricket Council (ICC)
cleared the latter's bowling action. The path
ahead for India’s cricketers is to complete the
series with the confidence that the nation is
fully behind them. Standing the ground in the
face of unexpected difficulties is indeed one im-
portant attribute of sport. With India’s cricket
administrators, lies the more difficult task of
convincing the ICC that its players were handed
down a disproportionate punishment. Mean/
while, the game must go on and its rules fol-
lowed, both in letter and in spirit. /

: /4
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optinyed from page 1) \
ggu& a ?6‘”{ v ;
want'is a democratic\

oyganisation where the major- ‘
ify view will be respected. We |
on’t want to leave the ICC, |
nor do we want any split.”

With the ICC derecognising
the India-South Africa match
at Centurion Park, and the
BCCI and the South African
board insisting it is an “official
Test match”, it seems to be a
pitched battle.

Virender Sehwag may have to
sit out two matches instead of
one following Mr Denness’
ruling. Sehwag is not playing at
Centurion Park— deemed to be
a first-class five-day match by
the ICC. If the ruling stands, he
won't be able to play the first
Test against England at Mohali.

On Sehwag’s fate, Mr Dalmiya
said: “There is still time for the
Mohali Test. We will try and
settle the issue with the ICC. If
needed, a teleconference can be
held to discuss the issue”.

Mr Dalmiya seemed confident
that the issue would be sorted
out. He aspured that this tussle
in the ICC would not be reflected
in England’s tour of India.

The BCCI will challenge the |
ICC decision to call the final |
Test between India and Soyth |
Africa at Centurion Park ag an
unofficial Test, Mr Nirghj !
Shah, BCCI secretary, ss4i
Rajkot, adds PTIL.
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* NUCLEAR TERRORISM

Brief Case Bg_mb's

r l VHE age of terror has
spawned a new threat —
the awesome power of the

brief case nuke. A few years
ago, General Alexander Lebed
had gone public with the start-
ling admission that a number
of Russia’s atomic demolition
munitions (ADMs), popularly
known as brief case bombs,
were missing. Since then fears
have been expressed that some
of them may fall into the hands
of terrorist organisations. After
the 11 September attacks on
the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, scenarios that
were considered alarmist have
now assumed nightmarish
proportions.

Osama bin Laden has threat-
ened retaliation by all means
for US attacks against the
Taliban. The ongoing wave of
anthrax bio-terrorism has fur-
ther reinforced the belief that
nuclear terror is now a credible
threat. Speculation that ex-
tremists in the Pakistan army
may overthrow General Mush-
arraf and that Pakistan’s
nuclear weapons may fall into
jehadi hands has also heigh-
tened tensions. With the re-
treating Taliban finding it ex-
pedient to cross over the Du-
rand Line into Pakistani terri-
tory, these apprehensions now
seem even more real. Terrorists
can acquire briefcase nukes
either by purchasing them on
the blackmarket, if General
{ Lebed’s disclosure is credible
and such a market exists; by
stealing them from a nuclear-
armed nation’s arsenal; or, by
assembling them after acquir-
ing the raw materials.

SINISTER

These mini-nukes could have

low (single digit) or even sub-
' kiloton yields. Even if a

terrorist group manages to buy
" or steal a brief case nuke, it
would find it extremely difficult
~ to unlock modern safety devi-
i ces like Permissive Action
-| Links and specially designed

} tamper-proof seals whose sole
| purpose is t¢ prevent the acci-
i dental or unauthorised use of
| nuclear weapons.

Activating the weapon would
require special technical skills
and intimate knowledge of
sophisticated electronic codes.
Only a few nuclear scientists
with experience in the as-
sembly of ADMs could be ex-
pected to have the skills neces-
sary for the purpose. Over-
coming the hurdles of breaking
electronic locks would be in-
finitely more difficult and,
besides state-of-the-art super
computers and personnel train-
ed to operate them, would re-
quire a highly advanced in-
telligence gathering system.
Neither Osama bin Laden’s AL
Qaeda, nor any of the other
large terrorist organisations
supporting it, is likely to have
acquired the ability to trigger a
) modern brief case nuke that it
“ may have bought or stolen,

specially if the Tritium triggers

needed to ignite them have
decayed.

However, it is possible that
these terrorist organisations
may have themselves deve-

i loped and assembled a crude
; mini-nuke or may do so in the
"near future. Such an effort
i would need hundreds of million
" dollars to procure the ingre-
| dients, the ingenuity of volun-
' teer or mercenary nuclear
! scientists and oodles of luck.
i Though the development of a
| practically usable nuclear war-

head presents a complex chal-

- lenge, it would be irresponsible

to assume that it cannot be

done. Ever since the break up

|
|
|
i
1
|
1
|
|

The author is a former Senior
Fellow at the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses,
Vew Delhi.
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" By GURMEE]I KANWAL

of the Soviet Union, there have
been credible reports of many
out of work nuclear scientists
having gone missing. While
some of them have doubtlessly
been employed by North Korea
and other states of concern, the
erstwhile rogue nations, others
may have had no compunction
in loaning their skills to who-
ever asked if the right amount
of money was on offer —
preferably in US dollars.

Also, Pakistani nuclear scien-
tists with a jehadi inclination

J‘DEBABKATM .

may have volunteered to work
for Al Qaeda, as has been
recently reported. The arrest of
three Pakistani nuclear scien-
tists and their subsequent
handing over to US intelligence
agencies for questioning has an
ominous ring about it. Two of
the three are senior scientists
who had set up an NGO called
Ummah Tameer-e-Nau (Recon-
struction of the Muslim Um-
mah) in Afghanistan after
retirement. This NGO, with its
membership comprising main-
ly nuclear scientists and mili-

- tary officers, is known to have

had close links with the
Taliban and Al Qaeda.

Reports of joint US-Israel
plans to seize control of Pakis-
tan’s nuclear weapons if Gen-
eral Musharraf is overthrown
in a coup by jehadi forces have
made headlines the world over.
Investigative journalist Sey-
mour Hersh of Watergate fame
wrote in New Yorker magazine
last week that commandos of
Israel’s elite Unit 262 and US
special forces have been re-
hearsing a contingency plan to
ensure that Pakistan’s nuclear
warheads do not fall into the
hands of Islamist funda-
mentalists within and outside
the Pakistan army in case
Musharraf is overthrown in a
widely anticipated coup by
hardliners.

SAFEGUARDS

Such a development would
pose a grave danger to inter-
national security. India would
be particularly vulnerable to
nuclear terrorism if the lunatic
fringe of Pakistan’s jehadi
forces were to lay their hands
on nuclear warheads. However,
as defence minister George
Fernandes has stated, nuclear
weapons in Pakistan are firmly
in the army’s control. Pakistan
has a National Command Au-
thority chaired by the head of
government. The NCA is res-
ponsible for policy formulation
and exercises employment and
development control over all
nuclear forces and strategic
organisations. The NCA com-
prises the Employment Control
Committee and the Develop-
ment Control Committee. A
new Strategic Plans Division,
headed by a Lieutenant Gene-
ral, has been established at the
Joint Services Headquarters to
provoke secretariat support for
the NCA and its committees.

The ECC is the apex body for
nuclear decision-making and is
chaired by General Musharraf.,
The committee has the foreign

New Threat

minister as its deputy chair- |
man and includes the defence ‘
and interior ministers, the .
chairman of the joint chiefs of
staff committee, the three

chiefs of staff, director general

strategic plans division and

representatives from Pak-
istan’s strategic organisations.
The DCC supervises the actual
development, not just of the
nuclear and missile forces, but
also of the auxiliary command,
control, communications, and
intelligence systems. -

The actual custody of
Pakistan’s two dozen nuclear
warheads would have been en-
trusted to specially selected
elite units of the Pakistan
army. Personnel connected
with the safety and security of
nuclear weapons are likely to
have been thoroughly screened
and would be constantly under
watch. Military regimes have |
very strong survival instincts
and the Musharraf regime
would have ensured that jehadi
hardliners are ruthlessly weed- .
ed out from the nuclear secu- :
rity detail. Also, it could be as-
sumed that the fissionable nu- '
clear core of each warhead,
comprising highly enriched ur-
anium, would be stored sepa-
rately from the high explosive
trigger assembly to guard ag-
ainst accidents and unauthori-
sed use. These storage sites
would be well dispersed so that
at least some of the warheads
survive a conventional air j
attack. They would also be well
defended against possible
commando raids.

REAL DANGER

Hence, a joint US-Israel
commando operation to destroy
or take out Pakistan’s nuclear
warheads in the event of a
jehadi coup is a far-fetched idea
that is unlikely to succeed. If
the jehadis do take over Pak-
istan, they will probably have
to fight the army guards to the
bitter end before they can lay
their hands on the nuclear
warheads. However, it is quite
possible that if a jehadi domi-
nated regime overthrows
Musharraf, the US may attack
nuclear storage sites in Pakis-
tan with cruise missiles and
fighter-bombers to destroy the
warheads. s

The real danger fram nuclear
terrorism is that the terrorist
organisations may assemble
“dirty bombs” in which high
explosives (RDX or TNT) are
used to blow up and-scatter
uranium or other radivactive
materials over a large area.
Spent nuclear fuel rods that
are stolen and radiation waste
from cancer facilities in large
hospitals and irradiation cen-
tres could be used. Though
such dirty bombs will not cause
horrendous casualties, if ex-
ploded in large Western cities,
they will create a fear psycho-
sis that will add to the- para-,
noia that has already got a
deep hold over ordinary people
after the 11 September attacks.

Another likely consequence of
the future possession of nuclear
weapons by terrorist groups
would be development by the
US of low-yield mini-nukes
that can be delivered with

_precision against deeply buried '

hard targets. Such targets
could include the living
shelters of terrorist leaders,
including caves, and their
storage facilities for weapons of |
mass destruction. The US may
get around the basic premise of :
the Non-Proliferation Treaty -
that binds the five recognised
nuclear weapons states not to |
attack non-nuclear states with
nuclear weapons by claiming
that the possession of nuclear
warheads even by terrorist -
organisations being hosted by a
state makes the state
nuclear-armed entity.

THE STATES).,,
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| ISLAMABAD:  Saudi renegade
Osama bin Laden has claimed he has
chemical and nuclear weapons and will
use them against the U.S. “if America
used chemical or nuclear weapons

gainst us”. He warned that all
Americans were targets.

In aninterview with the editor of the
Pakistani Urdu daily Ausaf on
Saturday, he also said that Gen Pervez
Musharraf would be “punished” for
siding with the U.S.-led coalition.

“We have the weapons as a deter-
rent,” he said, but refused to give
details of his claimed arsenal. When
asked from where he had got the
weapons, he said, “Go to the next ques-
tion.”

The White House declined to
respond directly to Bin Laden’s com-
ments but said US. officials viewed
such a threat “seriously”. “We've said
that we’ve suspected all along that his
organisation has been trying to acquire
chemical, biological or nuclear
weapons,” said White House

spokes!

statements seriously and we will do
everything we can to prevent their
acquisition of these materials.”

Bin Laden justified the September 11
attacks and said there was no proof of
his  involve-
ment. He said
the US. was to
blame for the
attacks.
“America and
its allies are
massacring us
in Palestine,
Chechnya,
Kashmir and
Iraq. The
Muslims have
the right to attack America in reprisal.
The September 11 attacks were not tar-
geted at women and children. The real
targets were America’s icons of military
and economic power,” he said.

“We ourselves are the target of
killings, destruction and atrocities. We

A nuke for a guke,

too will not get

" .
Osama warns U.S.

are only defending ourselves. This is
defensive jehad. We want to defend our
people and our land. That is why I say
that if we don’t get security, the
Americans too will not get security.”
Bin Laden went on to say that all
Americans

7 GWeareonly  pure, o et
defending of their govern-
“’Ihe

ourselves.. lfwe o
T y American peo-
don’t get security, ple  should

remember that
they pay taxes
to their govern-

ment, they elect
Securny , their President,

their govern-
ment manufactures arms and gives
them to Israel and Israel uses them to
massacre Palestinians. The American
Congress endorses all government
measures and this proves that entire
America is responsible for the atrocities
perpetrated against Muslims, entire

America  because elected
Congress.

“Right now, a great war of Islamic
history is being fought in Afghanistan.
All the big powers are united against
Muslims. It is sawab (a religious deed)
to participate in this war.”

Stating that Gen Musharraf would be
“punished” for joining the US.-led
coalition, he said Pakistan “should not
have surrendered to the unjustified
demands of America. America does not
have solid proof against us. It just has
some surmises. It is unjust to start
bombing on those surmises”.

“We will not leave the Pakistani peo-
ple and Pakistani territory at anybody's
mercy. We will defend Pakistan, but we
have been disappointed by Gen Pervez.
Musharraf. Bush has used the word cru-
sade. This is a crusade declared by
Bush. It is no wisdom to barter the
blood of Afghan brethren to improve
Pakistan’s economy. He (Musharraf)
will be punished by the Pakistani peo-
ple and Allah.” (arp)

-

they

-

"HE TIMES OF INDIA-

11

oV 2mp



War on Afghanistan a blgger

terrorist act, says Chomsky "¢

" ; By Our Special Correspondent

pHENNAI NOV. 10. Arguing that the
Mvar on Afghanistan constituted a
igreater terrorist act than the Sep-
zember 11 attacks on the United
*States, the renowned scholar,
Prof. Noam Chomsky, today de-
nounced state terrorism in all its
forms.

-y The U.S,, he said, did not seek
‘the sanction of the United Na-
tions Security Council for the war
despite knowing that it could
“have obtained the sanction with-
out any difficulty because it did
not want to legitimise the need to
approach the Council. The U.S.
,wanted to reserve its right to act
;umlaterally
¥ Delivering a lecture on ‘Sep-

ember 11 and its aftermath:

here is the world heading?,
Prof. Chomsky pointed to the
‘double standards adopted by the
U.S. While it wanted the extradi-
ytion of Osama bin Laden in con-
ynection with the attacks, it was

" yunwilling to grant Haiti’s request

sfor the extradition of a criminal

\wanted in connection with atroc-
ities committed in the Nineties.

: Criticising U.S. attempts at he-
gemony in the world, he said the

ymoves for extending the defence

ssystem and for total domination
swould only increase with the at-

Y tempts toward globalisation. The

tforms which globalisation took

Y were intended to benefit the West

Yand the corporates and not the
people.

Public opinion against global-

Mr. Noam Chomsky delivering a lecture on ‘“‘September 11 and its
aftermath’ In Chennal on Saturday. — Photo: K. Gajendran.

isation had increased in the Nine-
ties in countries such as India.
Globalisation had only widened
inequalities. There was now a
broad alliance of labour unions,
social democrats and others
against the specific forms of glob-
alisation. There was also greater
awareness of human rights and
civil liberties from the Sixties on-
wards.

The September 11 attacks were
a historic turning point, not be-
cause of their scale but for the
choice of target. The national ter-
ritory of the U.S. itself became the
target of attack.

Mr. N. Ram, editor of Frontline,

which sponsored the lecture, in-
troduced Prof. Chomsky and re-
called his contribution to various
fields, including linguistics.

Earlier, Prof. Chomsky, speak-
ing at the Asian College of Jour-
nalism, made out a case for
people’s participation in the po-
litical process and described all
States as terrorist States.

Barring the weak ones, which
were incapable of aggression, all
States were ‘‘terrorist”’, he said
during an “open and free discus-
sion” at the ACJ.

The political class wanted to re-
duce the domain of democratic
choices. Major decisions were not

taken in the public arena.

While the “politics of oil” might
be in the background of the war
on Afghanistan, this was not a
triggering factor. The Gulf, and
not Central Asia, was the most
important in terms of oil re-
sources, he pointed out.

Insisting that the U.S. was nota
democracy, he said the political
system in that country was meant
to protect the opulent classes
against the majority of the people.
The “permanent interests’ of the
country was defined as the inter-
ests of the property holders.
Pointing to the alienation from
the political process in the case of
a vast majority of people, he said
they sections were indoctrinated
with a consumerist culture of
sports, music and purchasing.
The propaganda tools reached
their highest forms in the more
democratic societies, he said.

Asked if he thought that the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union and the
emergence of a unipolar world
had increased American hegemo-
ny, he said the collapse of the So-
viet Union was in effect a removal
of a barrier to the emergence of
socialism. However, the existence
of two super powers left some

- manoeuvering room for the rest

of the world and the non-aligned
movement, as the victims of one
super power, were supported by
the other.

Mr. Sashikumar of the
Development Foundatio
duced Prof. Chomsky.
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NOV. 8. Persisting its
on terrorist organisa-
tions, the\British Government to-
day issued another order freezing
the assets of 46 organisations and
16 individuals suspected of links
with terrorism. This is the fourth
list since the September 11 out-
rage which galvanised Western
countries into attacking the finan-
cial sources of terrorist bodies.

The Treasury said the people
and bodies on the list were be-
lieved to have committed, or
posed a risk of committing, or of
providing material support for,
acts of terrorism. These are based
in West Asia, America, Africa,
Sweden, Canada, Holland, Swit-
zerland, Austria, Italy and Liech-
tenstein. The previous two lists
affected organisations whom In-
dia had accused of sponsoring
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, Mr. Gordon Brown, also an-

S0

reezes more terrorist assets

nounced that a further £7 million
of suspected terrorist assets were
frozen in the UK. in the last week,
bringing the total amount of as-
sets frozen in the U.K. to £70 mil-
lion in 38 accounts. He said: “The
ready supply of finance is the life
blood of modern terrorism. The
£7 million of terrorist assets fro-
zen last week is evidence that the
work we are urgently pursuing to
stop the financing of terrorism is
hitting terrorists where it hurts. If
any of those named today hold
assets in the U.K. they will be fro-
zen immediately. This list is a re-
sult of further intelligence sharing
and coordination between the
UK, U.S. and other international
allies.”

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, continued his dip-
lomatic efforts to garner support
for the international coalition
against terrorism. He had a meet-
ing with the visiting King Abdul-
lah of Jordan soon after he
returned from his visit to Wash-

ington where he and the U.S. |

President, Mr. George W. Bush,
expressed confidence about win-
ning the “war”’ against terrorism.
King Abdullah, addressing British
MPs, condemned the September
11 attacks and said as a “civil-
ised” nation Jordan stood “shoul-
der-to-shoulder” with the
coalition.

Japan to send
warships

TOKYO, NOV. 8. Japan’s Cabinet to-
day voted to send three warships
to provide non-combat support
in the U.S.-led war on terrorism,
despite opposition to any Japa-
nese attempt to expand its mil-
itary role.

The two destroyers and a sup-
ply vessel will leave the southern
port of Sasebo tomorrow and
head for the Indian ocean to gath-
er intelligence for the U.S.-led
forces in Afghanistan. — AP
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN (BRUNEI),
Nov. 8. Terrorism may not have
dominated the agenda of Associ-
ation of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) leaders and their col-
leagues from China, Japan and
South Korea, but it brought to the
fore differences of approach with-
in ASEAN on this contentious is-
sue.

The agreement on negotiating a
free trade area between ASEAN
and China within 10 years, which
was formally agreed on Tuesday,
lent some cheer to a region
bogged down by poor economic
results and worries about the con-
tinued impact of a slowing global
economy.

From the Indian point of view,
the ASEAN decision to hold a
summit meeting with New Delhi
after discussing the pros and cons
of the issue for about one year,
was welcome.

However, as ASEAN and China
pat themselves for embarking on
a new path of free trade discus-
sions, South-East Asian nations
are divided on the issue of terror-
ism and how to deal with it.

While the ASEAN declaration
on counter-terrorism is dated No-
vember 5, it was issued late on
November 4 night — when
ASEAN Heads of Government met
over a “working dinner” — minus
the leaders of Japan, China and
South Korea.

Malaysia, which along with In-
donesia has been critical of the
American military operations, ap-
parently did not favour an

'y oDifferences in ASEAN on
a0 approach to terrorism

ASEAN+3 statement against ter-
rorism; wanting that it should be
ASEAN alone which should issue
the declaration.

While the main statement did
not contain any reference to Af-
ghanistan or civilian killings, the
Sultan of Brunei, Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah, did make a reference in
his own statement as Chairman of
the ASEAN working summit.

“In reiterating their condemna-
tion of the terrorist attacks, lead-
ers expressed their concern for
the welfare of innocent people as
a result of the military action on
Afghanistan and considered ex-
tending humanitarian  assist-
ance,” the Chairman’s
carefully-worded press statement
said.

Though the countries which ex-
pressed concern were not named,
Indonesia and Malaysia are defi-
nitely likely candidates. .

The Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand, traditional American al-
lies in this part of the world, are
strong supporters of the U.S. mil-
itary strikes in Afghanistan.

It is not unlikely that the refer-
ence to concern about civilian
deaths in the Chairman’s state-
ment was a compromise reached
by ASEAN officials and leaders to
meet the requirements of Indone-
sia and Malaysia.

Goh'’s view

When asked why Singapore and
other countries declined to sup-
port Malaysia’s call for a halt to
U.S. bombing in Afghanistan and
its call to define terrorism at a

U.N. meet, the Singapore Prime
Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong,
said: “There was no direct sup-
port or lack of support for each
other’s position. Malaysia and In-
donesia stated their own posi-
tions.”

Mr. Goh told the Singapore
press: “Likewise at the senior offi-
cials’ meeting, Singapore officials
stated their own position. Our po-
sition is that we are against terror-
ism. We are supporting the
U.S.,... Afghanistan has sheltered
the terrorists and we recognise
the right of the U.S. to defend it-
self.”

The Singapore Prime Minister
said it was not a question of Sin-
gapore disagreeing with Malaysia

d Ind ia.
an onesta “They have their

own positions which we under-
stand and respect. Likewise, we
have our own position which I
hope they understand and re-
spect.”

It would appear that ASEAN
leaders have ‘“‘managed” their dif-
ferences publicly on the all-cru-
cial issue of the military response
to the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks in Afghanistan.

As Indonesia and Malaysia look
to their domestic “Muslim” con-
stituencies and the bombs con-
tinue to fall in Afghanistan, the
pressures on their leadership is
bound to grow.

It remains to be seen how the
Malaysian and Indonesian lead-
ers respond to the U.S. anti-terror
campaign in Afghanistan.




WE HAVE NO DESHRE TO OVERLOAD AGENDA' L~

~ (Coalition partners cannot
voindulge in terrorism: PM

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

A

WASHINGTON, NOV. 8. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has said that while India
did not desire to “overload” the
agenda of the international coali-
tion against terrorism, at the
same time it needed to ensure
“‘that we do not tamely accept ter-
rorist acts against us from across
the borders”.

In nearly identical and strong
opening remarks to the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and
the International Relations Com-
mittee of the House of Represen-
tatives, Mr. Vajpayee talked about
the continuing cross-border ter-

. rorism and increased infiltrations

from across the border and the
Line of Control.

The Prime Minister said that
while fighting terrorism in Af-
ghanistan, the coalition members
cannot be permitted to indulge in
terrorist adventures elsewhere,
for that would be a defeat of the
common objectives.

“You understand, as elected
representatives of the people, that
public opinion seeks action from
its elected representatives when
such incidents occur... We have
no desire to overload the agenda
of the international coalition
against terrorism. But at the same
time, we need to ensure that we
do not tamely accept terrorist acts
against us from across the bor-
ders,” he said.

Stressing that India would re-
main strgagly with the American

p &)]e in the endeavour against
terrorism, Mr. Vajpayee noted
hat terrorist units develop finan-
ial and logistical links across
untries and continents in spite
of espousing different causes and
ideologies. “Killing of innocent ci-
vilians and destruction of proper-
ty can only be called terrorism,
whatever the justification provid-
ed,” he said.

“Every such manifestation has
to be dealt with equally firmly.
Unless and until we develop this
integrated and inclusive ap-
proach to this scourge, no demo-
cratic, pluralist society can
remain unthreatened by terror-
ism. We will remain strongly with

the American people in this en-
deavour,” he said.

Calling for an early and urgent
return to normalcy in Afghanis-
tan, so that its people can have a
broad-based government, the
Prime Minister pointed out that
he had recently written to the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
suggesting the early formation of
a group of countries which should
engage in a focussed manner the
issues of political reconciliation
and economic reconstruction of
Afghanistan.

“We hope Pakistan can play a
constructive role in this. If indeed
it has made the correct strategic
choice to change, it would be a

India ‘natural ally’: U.S.

By P. S. Suryanarayana

WASHINGTON, Nov. 8. The United States today characterised India as a
“natural ally”. It was significant, not merely symbolic, that a senior
U.S. Government official echoed the sentimental phrase that was first
coined by India itself. Speaking on the eve of the summit between the
U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, the official described India as a “key partner in the
global coalition” against terrorism.

The U.S. also believed that Pakistan “is 100 per cent on board” in
regard to the current U.S. “priority” of cracking down on Osama bin
Laden’s Al-Qaeda network. “Right now, we are confident that the
nuclear weapons in the region are ander control”, the official said in a
briefing. About the terrorist stagds of the Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Lashkar-e-Taiba under the [}S. laws, the official said that the State

Department had not at thj
terrorist organisations.
and that had prompt
order, the official u

moment put them on its list of foreign
t, their links with Al-Qaeda were evident
the inclusion of Jaish in a recent executiv

THE HINDU

9 Ly

- A

major advance towards peace in
the region,” Mr. Vajpayee told the
Senate Committee.

The Prime Minister reminded
the Members of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee
that as victim of terrorism over
the last two decades, India was
conscious of the fact that unless
this “menace is tackled in a global
and comprehensive manner, it
(terrorism) will repeatedly raise
its ugly head in various regions in
the world”.

In a indirect but pointed refer-
ence to Pakistan, Mr. Vajpayee
said the battle against terrorism
cannot end in Afghanistan, rather
that it had to address similar
manifestations eisewhere.

Later, addressing a luncheon
meeting of the India Caucus, the
Prime Minister conveyed the con-
cern and solidarity of the people
of India at the events of Septem-
ber 11 and the terror caused by
anthrax. The response of India
‘‘was not motivated by tactical or
foreign policy considerations”.

“It was spontaneous. It ema- .
nated from our fellow feeling for
you and from the pain of our own
experience from terrorism,” Mr.
Vajpayee said going on to thank
the Caucus for reaching out to re-
assure the Indian American com-
munity that “terrorists will not
succeed in destroying America’s
rich tradition of pluralism, toler-
ance and accommodation”.

In gn address that touched o
sevefal themes and the breadthof
bijjateral relations, he said the vi-
on of the Caucus had helped
open new avenues of Indo-U.S.
cooperation, besides reinforcing
mutual trust and confidence be- |
tween the two countries.

“Your sustained efforts have
helped remove a major impedi-
ment to the enhancement of eco-
nomic, defence and technology
cooperation. Your support will be
vital in realising the enormous
potential for -nutually beneficial
cooperation that exists in these
areas,” the Prime Minister said.
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/" Lashkar, J , Jaish not yet

By Sridhar Knshnaswam1

WASHINGTON, NoV. 7. The U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asia, Ms. Christina Rocca,
said on Tuesday that to the best of her knowl-
edge the State Department had not yet put the
Laskhar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad
on the list of Foreign Terrorist Organisations
(FTOs).

The U.S. Attorney-General, Mr. John Ash-
croft, had sent a request to the Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, asking him to desig-
nate as many as 46 terror networks formally as
FTOs and this request was still being processed,
Ms. Rocea told South Asian journalists at the
State Department.

Ms. Rocca’s statement has to be seen in the
backdrop of the hoopla in India last Saturday in
the wake of reports that Washington had in ef-
fect moved in “finally’” on the two Pakistan-
based terror networks.

And the media ‘confusion’ is partly attribut-
able to Indian Embassy sources here who were
either as confused as the scribes were or going
along with a farce that had already been “wel-
comed” by official India. In fact, at least one
senior Indian diplomat claimed that the State
Department had “added” the names on Sat-
urday.

oh/ban list

“Go and look up the websne, was the re- bressure from the pro-Israeli lobby that the

frain. And there was nothing on the website and
the Duty Officer over the weekend argued that
she was not aware of anything new released
over and beyond what the State Department
spokesman, Mr. Richard Boucher, said on Fri-
day. The two terror networks can be put on the
list anytime but the fact remains that this did
not come about last Friday.

Part of the ‘confusion’ is because in the after-
math of the September 11 terror attacks there
are at least three “lists”” doing the rounds — the
White House, the Treasury and the State De-
partment’s FTOs. In India’s context, the Jaish-
e- Mohammad is officially on the list of the
Treasury Department and, therefore, subjected
to restrictions on the visa front. At the time of
writing, the LeT does not even face this restric-
tion as no official determination has been
made.

What happened last Friday was something
different. The State Department added 22 ter-
rorist outfits to the original list of the White
House, which was released as an Executive Or-
der on September 23 by the U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush. At that time, the Executive
Order focussed on the Al-Qaeda and five relat-
ed terror groups. The decision to add the re-
maining terror networks was a result of

original Executive Order of September 23 did
not contain such greups as the Hamas, the Hiz-
bollah, the Islamic Jihad or the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine.

It also gave rise to the wrong impression tha
terrorist groups which figure in the State 2@
partment’s list such as the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam have been let off the hook. That
was not the case. Making the announcement at
the State Department, Mr. Boucher argued that
it brought all foreign terrorist organisations un-
der one uniform set of rules.“There are 22 oth-
ers on the foreign terrorist organisation list.
These are now being added to the President's
List,”” Mr. Boucher had said.

““We are taking a methodical approach to this
and all aspects of the campaign to ensure maxi-
mum impact on the terrorists. This executive
order designations is by no means the last,” he
said.

The State Department said that in addition to
the assets already blocked in the U.S., the new
executive order provided authority to act
against individuals and organisations associat-
ed with the named terrorist organisations. The
U.S. would not rest “‘until every terrorist group
has been removed as a threat to the U.S., our
citizens or interests and our friends and allies”.
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Crackdown on Al-Qaeda finances

( U\/\A By Sndhar Knshnaswaml L

WASHINGTON NOV. 7. In a fresh crackdown onfthe flow
of funds to terrorist organisations, especially the Al-
Qaeda, law enforcement agencies today raided sever-
al establishments all over the United States as Wash-
ington put pressure on foreign governments to
tighten the financial squeeze.

Federal authorities had warrants issued for estab-
lishments in Washington, Boston, Minneapolis, Co-
lumbus and Seattle; and more States are being
identified.

Separately, the Treasury Department added anoth-
er 61 entities and people to a list of suspected terrorist
outfits. The new list included 45 groups and 16 indi-
viduals. The earlier list included 88 entities and peo-
ple and had their assets frozen.

The latest steps on the financial front is being taken
as the Bush administration is trying to further lift its
image on the public relations front, domestically and
internationally. Although the President, Mr. George

W. Bugh, is still retaining solid support, by and large
M this generalised view that the U.S. is getting

ogged down in the military operations in Afghan-
istan.

AP, Reuters report:

In the wake of the U.S. asking allies to freeze assets
that aid Osama and his Al-Qaeda organisation, Swiss
police detained two Arab financiers.

The new list of targeted entities, provided by the
Treasury Department, covers groups and people affil-
1ated to two suspected Osama financial networks —

-Tagua and the Al-Barakaat. Both are informal,

panies and non-profit organisations they operate.

On the war front in Afghanistan, American efforts to
encourage an anti-Taliban revolt in the south got off
to a rough start, with one opposition figure captured
and executed and another plucked from the area by
U.S. forces.

The difficuities contrast with efforts in the north,
where the opposition Northern Alliance said it seized
a district from Taliban forces on Wednesday and was
closing in on the key northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif.

A report from Islamabad said the Taliban had exe-
cuted Izzatullah, nephew of the slain former Mujahi-
deen commander, Abdul Haq, and handed his body
over to relatives in the eastern city of Jalalabad.

“We got the body in Jalalabad yesterday where he
was buried alongside Abdul Haq,” said Mr. Moham-
mad Yusuf, a cousin of Izzatullah, speaking from
Peshawar.

Commander Abdul Haq, a supporter of the former
Afghan king, Mr. Zahir Shah, and at least two com-
panions were summarily executed by the Taliban
within hours of their capture after a gunbattle in Af-
ghanistan late last month.

In Washington, the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Do-
nald Rumsfeld, said Hamid Karzai, an exiled tribal
chief who had been in Afghanistan to rally opposition
to the Taliban, was flown a couple of days ago to
Pakistan where he has been living in recent years. He
said the trip was not a rescue mission, though Taliban
officials claim Karzai was picked up by a U.S. hel-
icopter during a gunbattle with Taliban forces.
© Mr. Rumsfeld said Karzai would go back to south- +

ern Afghanistan fo resume his effortW’rali-
ban.




/ THE NEW TENTACLES OF TERRORISM

IN A FLASH, the world’s approach to terrorism
changed on September 11. Objects considered
ubiquitous till the other day are now seen as
potential killers, with the ability to conjure up
private and public panic. From aircraft to mail-
bags, the changed ingredients of the terrorists’
arsenal do not augur well for the world. It is one
thing to aspire for a change from the status quo
+ several individuals and groups have done so
with success in the past — it is another to deploy
terror to reach such an end. The world has seen
its share of armed insurrection, it has also seen
rival armies resorting to tactics that could go
down as the use of biological weapons — Han-
nibal is credited to have used it in 184 B.C. Dur-
ing the several wars that man has fought against
man, contaminating enemy supply lines for in-
stance, has been part of the tactics, and not
many states at war have resisted such tempta-
tions. The present threats of biological warfare,
however, mark a distinct difference from the
past. The possible use of such weapons by ter-
rorist groups aimed at innocent non-combat-
ants calls for a complete new look at countering
the menace of terrorism. The ease with which
biological agents can be concealed and the ex-
tent of damage that can be caused by even small
amounts make the new form of terrorism more
difficult to combat.

If cruel ingenuity killed thousands of inno-
cents in the World Trade Center and the Penta-
gon on Terror Tuesday, it takes a real life Prof.
Moriarty to sustain the tempo of terror through
the threat of the use of biological weapons.
Across the globe, mail has now become objects
of scare. Of the several possible faceless. sus-
pects behind this new-age terrorism, the global
spread of anthrax-laced mail points to the possi-
bilities of either a networked organisation or

groups working in tandem. However, as it will
be *‘a capital mistake to theorise before one has
data”, it is important that Governments take ur-
gent and concerted steps to track down the per-
petrators of this new form of terror. The lack of

any credible evidence on who has been behind
the innumerable mail — both hoaxes and real
ones — points to the ease with which those be-
hind such acts can evade the long arm of the
law, thereby making such forms of terror an
easy option for outlawed groups. Clearly, the
perils of proceeding against unknown enemies
are too huge to be ignored, especially given the
increasing possibility of their being dangerously

armed. \\ {/‘D P m

The subcontinent’s share of anthrax mail —
including those sént to a State Minister in India,
a newspaper office in Pakistan and diplomatic
missions in Sri Lanka — is a serious pointer to
the vulnerability of the region. Given the wide
spread of terrorist organisations in South Asia,
these are to be taken as an early wake-up call.
Responses from the Governments to this new
threat have concentrated largely on stemming
the spread of panic. The use of technology to
scan mail as well as the periodic advisories that
have been issued by Governments are indica-
tions that the seriousness of the threat has en-
gaged the attention of states. Yet, there are areas
that remain to be addressed, including testing
facilities, the availability of vaccines, and the
ability to respond to a mass emergency. While
these and other initiatives are required to be
taken by Governments, at the larger level it is
imperative that the muiltilateral mechanism in
place to check the production of biological
weapons is effectively activated and complete

compliance ensured. /

THE HINDU
6 NOV 204




“Pak freezes
(\@\) Ialsh i
account

ASSOCIATED PRESS QG ‘L

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 6. -
Pakistan has frozen the bank
accounts of Jaish-e-Moha-

' mmed and the Lahore-based

: Islamic charity, Rabita Trust,
said a State Bank of Pakistan

. official today, speaking on

' condition of anonymity.
Both Jaish and the trust were
on the US Attorney General’s -

. list of organisations supporting
or committing terrorist acts.

. Pakistan has already frozen -

. the ‘accounts of Harkat ul-
Mujahideen and the Islamic
charity, the Al-Rasheed Trust,
after the US state department

. included them in an earlier list
of suspected organisations
with terrorist-links.
Meanwhile, the Pakistani
President, General Pervez
Musharraf is leaving on a six-
day tour of France, Britain and
USA tomorrow.
The President would go to
France for a two-day visit
during which he is scheduled
to hold talks with the French
President, Mr Jacques Chirac.
He would then go to Britain to
meet the British Prime
Minister, Mr Tony Blair. Gen

i Musharraf is also expected to

: meet 1pembers of the British

. Pgrlifiment at a joint session.

“ e Pakistani President wo-

' uld then leave for New York to

. attend the UN General Asse-

- mbly session on 9 November.

. Besides addressing the UN, he

- would attend an exclusive

i dinner hosted by the US Pre-

. sident, in recognition of the

i stand taken by him to join the

' fight against terrorism.

. This would be his first ever

' meeting with the Mr George W
Bush.

i Curbs on Taliban envoy:

| Pakistan has directed the Tali-

| ban ambassador to the cou-

I.ntry, Mullah Abdul Salam

| Zaeef, to “limit” his activities

| and “barred” him from holding

| daily media briefings highl-

. ighting Taliban propaganda

. against US operations in Afgh-
anistan.

" Mr Zaeef has been told to limit

, his activities according to
“diplomatic norms,” a report on
the website of the Pakistan
daily, The News, said.
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PUTIN FRBWNS ON ‘DOUBLE STANDARDS’ IN CAMPAIGN

“India, Russia sign declaratio
.to combat global tg_rrorism

oUN

y P. S. Suryanarayana

MOSCOW, NoV. 6. India and Russia
today signed a new Moscow Dec-
laration on “international terror-
ism” and made a joint statement
exclusively on “strategic issues’’ of
global importance. The statement
called for the creation of “a new
cooperative security order” as the
launch-pad for the development
of “a multi-polar world"".

The advocacy of the new securi-
ty order, not a novel proposition,
can acquire significance as a com-
petitive Indo-Russian effort to in-
duce the U.S. to look at its own
concept of a ‘“‘new strategic frame-
work” through this prism as well.

In mapping out today’s docu-
ments, the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, and the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, sent out signals to the U.S.
about their desire to join it in re-
shaping the terror-traumatised
world order. Yet, both Mr. Putin
and Mr. Vajpayee stopped well
short of putting themselves on a
collision course with the U.S.

@ |

The Prime Mlnlstr, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, shaking hands with
the Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, as they exchange
documents after signing the anti-terrorism declaration in

Moscow on Tuesday. — AFP
al menace of terrorism”, the two

There was no wake-up call that
might be of immediate or direct
concern to Washington.

The new Moscow Declaration
was given finishing touches dur-
ing the Putin-Vajpayee summit
that took place in the Kremlin to-
day. The centrepiece of the decla-
ration was their joint call for the
“completion of negotiations un-

der (the) U.N. auspices on the
draft Comprehensive Convention
on International Terrorism and
the Convention for the suppres-
sion of acts of Nuclear Terrorism”’.

The adoption of these conven-
tions would “‘assist in strengthen-
ing the international legal basis
for effectively combating the glob-

leaders underlined.

At a post-summit press confer-
ence, Mr. Putin spoke disapprov-
ingly of the present ‘“double
standards” of the international
community in the fight against
terror — a transparent reference
to the perceptions about the U.S.’
response to Russia’s troubles in

| Koodankulam deal concluded

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOV. 6. A deal for construction of a nuclear
power plant in Tamil Nadu with technical and fi-
nancial assistance from Russia was signed here today
on the sidelines of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee’s visit.

" The agreement, inked by Mr. V.K. Chaturvedi,
CMD of the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd.,
and Mr. Viktor Kozlov, General Director of Russia’s
Atomstroiexport, provides for the construction of the
plant at Koodankulam of two Russian-designed 1,000
MW VVER light-water reactors. Russia will supply
fuel and spare parts for the plant.

The accord, which effectively breaks a 30-year
western blockade of nuclear technology supply te In-
dia, was hailed by the chairman of the Indian Atomic
Energy Commission, Mr. Anil Kakodkar, as a “mile-
stone” in Indo-Russian nuclear energy cooperation
and an important addition to power supply in Tamil
Nadu.

Construction of the reactors is to begin on May 1.
India will finance 46 per cent of the constructic:n cost
of about $ 3 billion, with the rest to be raiséd 6n
credit from Russia. The credit, extended at 4-per cent
interest, was to be repaid in instalments after the
commissioning of the first unit in 2007.

Chechnya and India’s saga of sor-
row in Jammu and Kashmir.

However, the Moscow Declara-
tion was silent on this aspect of
“double standards”. This could
only be inferred from the insist-
ence by India and Russia that “‘in-
ternational law” be the take-off
base for ‘“decisive measures
against all states, individuals and
entities which render support (to),
harbour, finance, instigate terror-
ists” or against those promoting
terrorism in other ways too.

The Indo-Russian statement on
“strategic issues” was more foar?
thright than the Moscow Declara-
tion in spelling out views of
immediate interest to the United
States. India and Russia expressed
“their support to preserving (the)
existing arms control and disar-
mament agreements including
the (Russo-American) Anti-Ballis-
tic Missile Treaty (of 1972)".
Moreover, the two countries
called for the “non-weaponisation
of outer space.” In some contrast,
it was only a few days ago that
Russia indicated a certain willing-
ness to take a fresh look at this
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty in the
new strategic environment that is
defined by America’s plans for a
missile defence system.

India and Russia today pledged
their “readiness to work jointly
with other states on the creation |
of a global control system for the
non-proliferation of missiles and
missile technologies on a global,
equal and non-discriminatory ba-
sis under the U.N, auspices.”

On Afghanistan, Mr. Putin en-
dorsed India’s credentials for a
role in the settlement of the crisis.
But he did not call for an expan-
sion of the U.N.-sponsored *‘six-
plus-two mechanism” to include
India. The ‘six-plus-two’ caucus
on Afghanistan consists of its six
geopoilitical neighbours plus the
U.S. and Russia.

On Kashmis,the Russian leader
commended the instrumentalj
of a direct dialogue betw,
and Pakistan. '
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Vijay Dutt f) o
London, November 15 ,M\j S

A PARTLY burnt blueprint of a
nuclear bomb was found in a
Kabul house abandoned by al-
Qaida members atter the North-
ern Alliance took over the city.

The documents, discovered by
the London-based The Times
reporter, gave detailed designs of
nuclear weapons, missiles and
bombs and were written in Eng-
lish, Urdu, Arabic and the Ger-
man language. Al-Qaida mem-
bers had tried to burn the docu-
ments when they fled.

The notes describe how the
detonation of TNT compresses
plutonium into a critical mass
that triggers a thermonuclear
reaction. The documents also
indicate that studies to develop a
kinetic energy super gun, capa-
ble of firing nuclear or chemical

-bomb kluepﬁnt fo

S —

warheads and for makihg small-
er bombs, had also beenjdone.

Experts say the designs sug-
gest Osama may have bgen work-
ing on a fission device ilar to
Fat Man, the bomb dropped on
Nagasaki. But they say it is diffi-
cult to build a viable warhead.

One set of notes written on
paper from the Grand Hotel in
Peshawar and dated April 26, 1998,
says, “Naturally the explosive lig-
uid has a very high mechanical
energy which is translated into a
destructive force. But it can be
tamed, controlled and used as a
useful propulsive fuel if certain
methods are applied to it.”

The document, according to
The Times, was one of the many
found in two of four al-Qaida
houses, which had been used by
Arabs and Pakistanis and proba-
bly even by Osama bib Laden.

The discovery of the document

g
gnd in al-Qaid

has confirmed the worst fears of
the West. In London, sources have
been saying that Osama’s agents
have in the past eight years spent
over £1 million in trying to secure
nuclear fissile material to make a
“dirty bomb”. The Atomic Ener-
gy Board has recorded 175 at-
tempts to illegally secure fissile
material from Bulgaria, Russia
and Germany. A dirty bomb if
detonated in a populated area
could kill thousands and contam-
inate the region for decades.

The report goes on to allege
that Osama and al-Qaida had
acquired nuclear materials ille-
gally from Pakistan. Taliban ag-
ents have contacted at least 10
Pakistani nuclear scientists in
the last two years.

Though not much credence
was given to the Osama inter-
view by a Pakistani journalist
1ast week in which he claimed he

"ME HINDUSTAN Tidt:
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a safe house

might use chemical and nuclear
weapons if the US did, the autho-
rities here do not rule out that he
might have some crude form of
mass destruction weapon.

The Intelligence agencies are
also worried at the discovery of
some material which suggest that
Osama provided detailed training
to his men to blow bridges and
roads and contaminate air-condi-
tioning systems, Documents list-
ing telephone numbers and
addresses of scientists from dif-
ferent countries were also found.

Nuclear consultant Dr John
Large, however, rules out the pos-
sibility of Osama having a ready
bomb. But he says the discovery
of documents is “worrying”. A
small dirty bomb could still kill
dozens of people.

Omar threatens ‘big’ plan to
destroy US, Page 9



- Omar warns of
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I'd rather
surrender: O

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD/LONDON, Nov.
15. — Osama bin Laden has
told the Taliban that he would
rather die than be handed over
to the USA, even as the militia

chief warned of a “big plan” to ' 2

destroy America.

“America can never arrest
.Osama alive. He has decided
‘that death is better than being
handed over to the Americans.
He prefers death,” Afghan
Islamic Press today quoted
Taliban spokesman, Mullah
Abdullah, as having said.

He denied rumours that the
Saudi
arrested. “At 9 a.m. today, I
contacted my headquarters in
Kandahar and there was no
report about Osama, and they
strongly denied the rumour.”

A defiant Mullah Mohammed
Omar today warned of a “big
plan” to destroy the USA short-
ly. “The current situation in Af-
ghanistan is related to a bigger
cause — that is the destruction
of America,” the Taliban sup-
remo told BBC Radio’s Pushto
service over phone. v

“The plan is going ahead and
God willing, it's being imple-
mented, but it’'s a huge task
beyond the will and compre-
hension of human beings. If
God’s help is with us thigll
happen in a short period. Keep
in mind this prediction.”

Is the plan related to Osama’s
threat to use chemical, biolo-
gical and nuclear weapons ag-
ainst the USA? Omar said:
“This is not a matter of wea-

dissident had been |

g

An Afghan shows off his T-shirt emblazoned with the picture of a woman in

Herat on Thursday — some!

pons. We're hopeful of God’s
help. The real matter is the
extinction of America and, God
willing, it'll fall to the ground.”

On the Taliban’s military set-
backs, he said it was not impor-
tant how many provinces were
under his control, because terri-
tories could be lost and
regained. Four to five provinces,
including Kandahar, are still in
the Taliban’s hands, he said.

“It makes no difference if we
control one or two or 20 provin-
ces. Once we didn’t have a single
province, but later we captured
all the provinces. We have lost
the captured provinces but it
makes no difference.”

Omar said his men were “all

ing unthinkable a few days back. — AP/PTI

moderate... taking the middle
path.” The recent setbacks, he
said, had given him an opportu-
nity to test his fighters’ loyalty.
‘Osama may flee: The US
defence secretary has said Os-
ama may outmanoeuvre his
forces and sneak out of Afgha-
nistan in a helicopter, a report
from Washington adds.

“My guess is what he’d pro-
bably take a copter down one of
those valleys that we couldn’t
pick up and. pop over to some
part of the country where there
is an airfield and have a plane
for him,” Mr Donald Rumsfeld
told the New York Times.

Fearing that Osama may
enter Pakistan, Islamabad has

'hig plan’ to destroy America

her die than

GUWWOV

sama

Vv

sealed the country’s border
with Afghanistan and moved

- troops and tanks to the sou-

thern frontier. Officials said on-

' ly lorries carrying relief were
. being allowed Afghanistan.

Mr Rumsfeld said three-quar-
ters of the Taliban’s fleet of
helicopters had been destroyed
since the US air raids began om
7 October, but some choppers
may have been hidden and made
available to Osama. “He’s got the
wherewithal to do pretty much
what he wants, at least to try to.”
Officials told the daily that
more than 100 US commandos
were in southern Afghanistan
where the Taliban is still
active, driving around in spe-
cial vehicles and carrying out
covert operations against the
Taliban and Al-Qaida.
The commandos have blocked
roads and marked potential
landing strips for US forces.
The mission’s other objective,
the officials said, was to show
the Taliban that the US forces
could function on enemy’s turf.
N-plans: Osama’s Al-Qaida
network had kept detailed
lans of nuclear bombs and
other terrorist devices in'a cells
in Kabul, the Times, London,
said today. The paper said it
had come across partially burnt
documents in an abandoned
house in Karta Parwan, Kabul.
The notes, written in Arabic,
German, Urdu and English,
give graphic designs of missiles,
bombs and nuclear weapons.

il More reports on pages
B and 8
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" Pak. arrests 83 Harkat m|l|tants

By B. Muralldhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NoV. 17. The Pakistan
border police today arrested 83
*members of ‘the Pakistan-based
militant outfit, Harkat-ul- Muja-
hideen, while they were trying to
return in the wake of the collapse
of the Taliban militia. The mili-
tants, who had gone to join the
Taliban, reportedly fought along
with the militia in Kabul.

Reports from the border town
of Miran Shah said the Harkat
militants who had gone to fight
along with the Taliban and the
terrorist mastermind, Osama bin
Laden, were arrested by the Fron-
tier Corps when they attempted
entry through the Boya check-
post.,

Officials said this was the first
batch of militants which had de-
serted the Taliban ranks and re-
turned to Pakistan. It was handed

Kabul when the Northern Alhance
troops entered the city but escap-
ed before it fell. They were teased
and abused by the people of Af-
ghanistan on their way back.

over to local police for custody.

The militants told the local
media that they had returned fol-
lowing the Taliban’s decision to
withdraw from most of the Af-
ghan towns and retreat into the
countryside. They were present in

The Musharraf Government, in
the last few days, has been main-

‘No asylum for Osama, Omar’
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 17. Pakistan today said it would not grant political
asylum to either Osama bin Laden or the Taliban chief, Mullah Mo-
hammad Omar.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Mr. Aziz Khan, responding
to a specific question, dismissed the suggestion that Pakistan, only
country that still allows a Taliban embassy, would grant asylum to the
two if sought under the relevant Geneva Convention.

‘“The Geneva Convention cannot be applied so simply that everybo-
dy can (get asylum),” Mr. Khan said. “The country giving asylum
takes a decision under international laws as well as its own laws... So
far as these persons you have mentioned (are concerned), we have
made it clear that they will not be given asylum.”

tammg that the
its course’’ with gespect to those
who had crossefl over to fight
alongside the Taliban.

The Harkat chief, Mr. Fazlur
Rehman Khalil, crossed over to
Afghanistan on November 8 to
join the fighting.

The group's involvement in the
fighting came to light when 22 of
its members were killed when a
U.S. bomb hit a building in which
they were reportedly hiding.

The Harkat was banned by the
U.S. after the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks for its alleged links
with Osama. Its accounts were
frozen. Islamabad, however,
maintained that the organisation
did not exist in Pakistan. The Har-
kat has been fighting iy Chech-

nya, Kashmir, Bgsflia and
Afghanistan.
.o

aw would take "
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“Harkat on
recruitment
o\ spree 1n
J&K, Bangla
STATESMAN NEWS SE%A‘\\ N

NEW DELHI, Nov. 7. - arkat\\
ul-Mujahideen has launthed a
massive recruitment drive in
Jammu and Kashmir and Ban-
gladesh to “continue the strug-
gle against anti-Islamic forces”,
Intelligence officials said.
Rahman Khalil and Sadaatul-
lah Khan, who head the organ-
isation in Pakistan and PoK,
are personally monitoring the
recruitment drive. According
to Intelligence officials, more
than 6000 youths, most of
them from Bangladesh, have
joined the group. Paramilitary
ces on the Indo-Bangla and
the Indo-Pak borders have
been put on high alert.
Intelligence inputs suggest “a
. six-week training course will be
organised in the border dis-
tricts. The youths will be sent to
camps in Afghanistan for train-
ing in use of arms, ammunition
and explosives. The camps are
reportedly being run by Jala-
' luddin Haggani, the leader of
the Hezb Islami (Khalis) Af-
ghan Mujahideen group.
The recruitment drive is being
funded by Bin Laden’s Al-Qaida
. and also by Pakistan, Egypt and
| Saudi Arabia. The .drive in
. Kashmir and Bangladesh began
after more than 3,000 youths
were recruited from Arabia, Al-
gerin, Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan
and The Philippines. Some Har-
kat leaders visited Bangladesh
last month, reports said.
The Harkat, a member of
Osama bin Laden’s Islamic
:  World Front, has been sending
> armed volunteers to Afgha-
. nistan to assist Muj ‘
. groups there.
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KEAD OSAMA’S LIDS!

9@‘0 Moscow Declaration is on targetqg\:\
d States

THE jury is out on the question whether the Unite
is able to read the danger signs appearing thick and fast

i over its ambivalent policy as to what constitutes terrorism.
i They are very clear that 11 September was terrorism, which

it was, and they are prepared to allow that the Tamil Tigers
may be terrorists too but are not at all sure about other

. theatres of operations. Chechnya? Kashmir? Palestine? When

. Vladimir Putin realised the selective nature of American
; definitions and the way the Pakistanis were leading the

United States by the nose over being kind to the Taliban, he

. went to Dushanbe and established contact with Rabbani

* instead. For once Indian diplomacy can be applauded. The

joint statement issued in Moscow is just what the situation
demanded. Afart from limited commandc operations, the
only forces able to fight in the inhospitable terrain of Afgha-

i nistan are Taliban and Northern Alliance. America’s war is
' with Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar for the grievous act

of terrorism and it is still hoped that the United States will
accept terrorism as one and indivisible and not limited to the

- land mass between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Thanks to
- Pakistani duplicity and worse theg have wasted valuable
e

time to knock the Taliban for a six before Northern Alliance
troops can move in, Abdul Hag, locking for the good Taliban
was betrayed by ISI inspired Pakistani army and they have

- even been led to urge that contrary to all experience of fight- |

' ing in Afghanistan, America should call a halt for a month on |
- the excuse of Ramzan. The Americans are naive and inexperi-

| enced in duplicitgv1 but they are not fools; their Secretary of
| Defence deserve

y brushed it aside. Unintentionally they

! have placed Musharraf in mortal danfer from within; he is to

' embark a longer tour than he original

y intended covering the

: UK and Europe before meeting Bush in Washington; he

i ought to take into account the possibility that someone else

will be sitting on his chair by the time he gets back. And then
the fat will be in the fire.
No one should be impressed that Pakistan has frozen the

. bank accounts of the Jaish-e-Mohamed and the Rabita Trust

in which Musharraf was involved. The relevant question is
how much was in the accounts by the time they were frozen?

i America still does not recognise Islamic terrorism publicly for

fear of upsetting the Muslim world. They would be spending
their time better if they persuaded their Saudi and other
friends in the Middle East that they have more to fear from
Osama and his gang than anyone else. The name of the game

" is power, the power that flows from control of oil resources.
' Hence the periodic attemﬁts in Washington to turn the

: spotlight on Iraq, because t

e Taliban are too difficult.
America has to understand a few simple points and they are
immovable. One, they will never be able to break the links

~ that bind Pakistan and Taliban, all Musharrafs talk not-
- withstanding. Apart from high stakes in drug trafficking,

they are bound by Islamic fundamentalism. There can be no

- place for the Taliban in a post-war Afghanistan, they should

be talking to Russia first. They can make a lasting friend of
India if they tell Pakistan — client states are told, they are
not persuaded — that the only part of Kashmir they can hope
to get is what is already under their occupation and give u
terrorism in Kashmir. Then Russia, Europe and India wit

. China ambivalent, will accept that their concern for terrorism
- i8 for real. One last word. What we are all dealing with is |
- indeed Islamic terrorism primarily; instead of protesting to
: the contrary, America should be telling the Gulf states the

Osama’s lips!

~ truth; Islamic teryﬁ is threatening them as well. Read
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quite large. Radioactivity is
invisible, you can't see it or feel
it. And you don’t know what its
impact on your health in 10
years will be,” syas the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agen-
cy’s scientific adviser, Graham
Andrew.

There are no antidotes or
vaccines like those available for
anthrax or its biochemical war-
fare cousins. Two months ago
deploying “dirty nukes”, forget a
full-fledged nuclear warhead,
was dismissed as unreal.

Now, nothing seems improb-
able after 11 September and the
worst and valid fears received
official seal when George W
Bush confirmed last week that
Osama bin Laden is seeking
nuclear weapons. The terrorist,
for the first time claimed,
having nuclear weapons that he
intends using as a deterrent.

Ever since he began his terror-
ist career, there is evidence that
Bin Laden had been trying to
acquire nuclear weapons. In
1998, his operatives struck a
deal where they would pay $30
million and two tons of opium
for 20 nuclear weapons, which
Chechen rebels captured from
Russian military installations.
Russia’s Fedéral Security Bu-
reau foiled the plan.

This was the third known time
in five ye;rs thathllxe s(;ould ggt
make it happen. ptember
1997, Israeﬁ Intelligence sour-
ces told Time that Bin Laden
paid $2 million to a Kazakhstan
agent in British currency for a
suitcase bomb in two years.

In 1993, when in exile in
Sudan, Bin Laden made his
first venture. His senior aide,
Jamal Ahmed al-Fadl, met a
Sudanese military commander
in Khartoum to negotiate a sale
of a cylinder of enriched South
African uranium for $1.5 mil-
lion. He inspected the uranium,
had it sent to Cyprus for quali
testing and received $10,000 for
the job, but is now not sure
where it is. Al-Fadl left Al Qaida
on charges of swindling money
and cwrrently lives with his
family in the USA under the
federal witness protection
programme.

The Stanford University’s
Centre for Security’s Friedrich
Steinhausler, while recounting
the 1998 episode to Radio Free
Europe said there was more. He
said European security agencies
were investigating alleged nego-
tiations in early 2001 in Spain
for radioactive material bet-
ween Al Qaida representatives
and a prominent Russian mafia
member. The radio quoted
another report by eostrategy-
direct.com that said Bin Laden’s
possession of nuclear weapons
was not in doubt.

Russian Intelligence sources
believe Bin Laden has a handful
of tactical nuclear weapons
received from Chechen rebels
who raided Russian nuclear in-
stallations, it said. Clearly, Bin
Laden is at the right place at
the right time, being alongside
the worst proliferated place in
the world. It is not known where
Bin Laden may have got his
nuclear material ~ if he has

them - is not known, but fingers
are pointing to ex-Soviet repub-
lics or Pakistan, the BBC wrote.
Afghanistan is reportedly
awash with nuclear matsrial in
the black market. Robert Puf-
fer, an antiques dealer there,
told The Guardian that he was
frequently offered enriched ura-
nium in the late 1990s. “They
would carry yellow cake (ura-
e, a2, 6%

reas ' wo'
Rave s y would
me why. And I said: you're stu-
p:?& that stuff is dangcr?uou.," he
said.

Ve

'IWiSi
Most nuclear countries are concerned about their arsenal as
protection of such material is being seen as a global

responsibility. Russian Intelligence sources believe Osama bin
Laden has tactical nuclear weapons received from Chechen
rebels who raided Russian installations. It is now feared that
Al Qaida may storm nuclear set-ups in Pakistan to take
material or warheads, writes STANLEY THEODORE

Ahove: Collage of Osama bin Laden with the symbol of the atom. — Pix courtesy The Economist.

In October, the Russian de-
fence ministry reported two re-
cent incidents where terrorist
groups attempted to break into
nuclear storage sites, but were
repulsed. US Ambassador to
Japan and former Senator
Howard Baker and former
presidential counsel Lloyd Cut-
ler co-chaired a panel that sur-
veyed Russian stockpiles on the
USA’s behalf. They submitted
their report last March.

“The bombs and the material
are kept loosely in warehouses
that are not guarded, or if they
are guarded, they'’re guarded by
guards who "can easily be
bribed,” Mr Cutler said. His
partner was incredulous while

testifying before Foreign Rela-
tions Committee then. “It really

uality boggles my mind that there

could be 40,000 nuclear wea-
pons, or maybe 80,000, in the
former Soviet Union, poorly
controlled and poorly stored,
and that the world isn't in a
near state of hysteria about the
danger”, Mr Baker said.
Russian defence analyst Pavel
Felgenhauer said 10 years of
investigations of reports that
material reached terrorists
proved they were unsubstan-
tiated. Yet in his article to The
Moscow Times, he confessed
having “easily obtained” large
amounts of radioactive isotopes
for research “and none ever
seriously inquired about what I
did with them next”.

Though Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin dismissed reports of
radioactive material reaching
Al Qaida “as legends”, Bin La-
den’s proximity to former Rus-
sian states is perhaps modern
terrorism's most worrisome
part. In early 1992 there were
over 50,000 nuclear devices

‘practically strewn over about

500 sites in the fragmented
Soviet Russia and East Europe.
“The Russians don’t know how
much plutonium they have, let
alone where it is. That's a
matter of some concern,” the

director of Wisconsin Project on
Nuclear Arms Control, Gary
Milhollin, said. The American
worry goes back to the date
when the empire began to
crumble. In 1994, a secret Ame-
rican team even went to the
former Soviet Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, where it bought and
flew 1,300 pounds of weapons-
grade uranium to their weapons
plant’s safekeeping.

Then the Kazakh government

was reported to be glad to see.

the stuff out. Since then, the
USA has deputed and
millions of dollars to help mod-
ernise Russia’s security. But
this does not mean American
security is flawless — during
mock drills and attacks at
nuclear installations in 2000-
2001, “terrorists” succeeded in
breaching security every second
time. This year’s energy depart-
ment audits showed improper
records being maintained -
more nuclear material was
returned than was let out, but
US officials say there is no
evidence of pilferage.

Since 1993, 175 cases of nu-
clear theft were recorded world-
wide, especially, from former
Soviet territories, 18 of these
involved small amounts of high-
ly enriched uranium or pluto-
nium, the material needed to
produce a nuclear bomb.

Some experts believe Bin
Laden received some spent but
toxic material through these
criminal channels. These chan-
nels are very active. Last week,
two persons were arrested in
Turkey when they tried to sell
1.16 kg of weapons-grade ura-
nium to undercover officers.
They offered it wrapped in
newspaper for $750,000.

The basic question is: can Bin
Laden build a nuclear bomb and
use it? Last year, the CIA
intercepted a conversation
where an Al Qaida operative
was heard boasting of “Hiroshi-
ma plans” for the USA. Boasts
apart, the bomb process is

and they would ask |

Franch anti-airoraft misslles outside the Cap la Hague reprocessing plant,

tores used but stil toxic nuciear materlal,

tremendous in terms of time
and skill and certainly not
possible in mountain lairs. A
country like Israel took more
than 15 years.

JIAEA spokesman David Kyd
said, “Could vou build one?
Well, that’s a challenging, ex-
pensive and time-consuming
proposition. You need 8 kg of
plutonium or 25 kg of highly en-
riched uranium. That’s a large
quantity, not easy to come by.”
But there’s total unanirmity that
it’s within terrorists’ reach to
create a “dirty nuke” or “dirty
bomb” where nuclear material
is detonated with conventional
explosives.

Amid the chilling prospects of
terrorists’ access to nuclear
weapons, the TAEA conducted
an emergency seminar early in
November to take steps to
secure nuclear facilities. Hund-
reds of experts from several
countries deliberated over three
possible terrorist approaches —
making a nuclear bomb, creat-
ing a dirty bomb, and a suicide
aircraft ramming into a nuclear
facility, which are aplenty.
Across the world there are 438
nuclear power reactors, 651
research reactors -- of these, 284
are in operation - and 250 fuel
recycle plants, which include
uranium mills and plants that
convert, enrich and store
nuclear material.

Stanford’s George Bunn who
worked on nuclear terrorism for
15 years reacted, “Exactly what
it would do, nobody can say. But
when I think sbout it, I'm
scared.” On 3C October, the
USA clamped “no fly” zones
over all its nuclear installations.
France went a step ahead and
deployed anti-aircraft missiles
around the Cap la Hague
reprocessing plant, a huge
facility that stores. used but still
toxic nuclear material and also
said they would use warplanes
to shoot down hijacked aircraft.
In October last week, British
authorities sent two Tornado
fighters to patrcl the sky above
Sellafield plant, another waste
fuel facility, after receiving a
threat call. The tension is valid
as the suicide aircraft approach
carries the heaviest risk, as
unimaginable levols of radiation
would fill the atmosphere.
Though reactors are reported to
have shields ir place, doubts
remain, as they were not built

* keeping this kind of terrorism in

mind. Unnamed experts told
the_BBC that “a level of over-
engineering” has gone into con-
structing reactors in the West
and emphasised, even if the
installations take & direct plane

P
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hit, its unlikely the reactor cores
would be exposed.

This was demonstrated in 1989
when, in a joint US-Japanese
crash test, a F-4 Phantom jet
was flown at 800 kmph, straight
at a concrete block. Only a few
centimetres of the four-metre
thick block was penetrated. The
plane, however, completely dis-
integrated. The example brings
no reassurance with others
pointing out that the energy im-
parted by a jet fully laden with
fuel would be far greater than
the impact of a fighter-bomber.
The biggest concern now is
Pakistan. It is feared terrorists
may storm nuclear installations
and take material or warheads
for Bin Laden. Pakistan is the
only Islamic nation having a
nuclear bomb to which Bin La-
den staked claim in the name of
religion. This apart, as civilian
unrest peaks violently, specu-
lation mounts on the continuan-
ce of General Pervez Musharraf
and the possibility of a hardline
and fundamentalist regime
replacing him,

In such an event, the USA has
decided to physically move in.
Newsweek quoted official sour-
ces as saying that the 15th Mxu-
rine Expeditionary Unit’s 2,200
troops would move into Pakis-
tan, evacuate the Americans
and stay back to protect nuclear
weapons and materials from
going into Bin Laden’s hands.
This is specially after the Pakis-
tan-Taliban nuclear connection
has come out in the open with
reports that Taliban welcomed
“with open arms” Gen. Mushar-
rafs proposal to move the nu-
clear arsenal to Afghanistan for
safekeeping during the Kargil
war .

The battle of wits over nuclear
material is sizzling, to say the
least, and never before was such
global responsibility seen to
protect it.

Mr Cutler said: “It's our
‘responsibility to get rid of those
weapons. It's probably one of
the most important respon-
sibilities we have”. And it’s Bin
Laden’s holy responsibility to
get them.

He has reiterated his May 1998
edict “The Nuclear Bomb of
Islam” -“It is the duty of
Muslims to prepare as much
force as possible to terrorise the
enemies of God”.

(The author is The Statesman’s
Hyderabad-based Special Rep-
resentative.)
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Sept strikes .,

HT Correspondent & Agendies
London/Islamabad, Nov 11

OSAMA BIN Ladén has for the
first time admitted that al-Qaida
carried out the attacks on the
World Trade Centre and Penta-
gon, according to a Sunday Tele-
graph report.

The paper claims that in a
hitherto undisclosed video, cir-
culating among his supporters
for 14 days, he has confessed,
“history should be a witness that
we are terrorists. Yes, we kill
their innocents.” ‘

A smiling bin Laden goes on to
say that the World Trade Center’s
Twin Towers were “legitimate
targets”. “The towers were legiti-
mate targets, they were support-
ing US economic power. Thése
events were great by any mea-
surement. What was destroyed
were not only the towers but the
towers of morale in that country.”

Pak N-scientist claim

A DAY after bin Laden claimed
that he possessed nuclear and
chemical weapons, Pakistan’s
retired nuclear  scientist
Bashiruddin Mehmood today
said he had met the terrorist
twice in Afghanistan. And both
meeting were before the Septem-
ber 11 strikes on the US.
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AU.S. is indulging in

areater terrorism®”

TR

By Swati Das
Times News Network

CHENNAIL Noted America
scholar and founder of modern lin-
guistics Noam Chomsky has said
that the U.S. is indulging in greater
terrorism than the attack on the
WTC and Pentagon on September
11 by imposing a war against a
weaker state like Afghanistan.

Delivering his lecture on
‘September 11 and its aftermath:
Where is the world heading’, Mr
Chomsky, the most prominent
political dissident in American his-
tory, said, “The United States is an
mdicted terrorist state and the war
against Afghanistan is a greater
crime against humanity than even
the September 11 attack.”

He pointed out that it was only
the powerful states of the western

world which had committed crities ©

of terrorism. He said it was a very
serious analytical error to say, as is
commonly done, that terrorism was
the weapon of the weak, when
actually it was primarily the
weapon of the strong.

He argued that it was held as the
weapon of the weak because the
strong also controlled the doctrinal
systems and their terror did not
count as terror. He went on to cite
cxamples where it was the strong
states which had exerted terror—
especially the European countries
like Britain and France who had
their colonies of weaker states for
years. Therefore, he said, it did not

\\come as a shock when the US.

,bouring, he pointed out.

attacked Kabul in the name of
weeding out Osama bin Laden and
the Taliban. The strong, he quipped,
could not fight another strong.

Itis a fact that the U.S. has defied]
and vetoed all resolutions on inter-
national law of the world court and
the UN Security Council, so as to
continue with its own form of ter-
rorism, the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) linguistics
professor said, drawing out the
double standards of Uncle Sam. |

While the US. is terrorising and
massacring innocent people of
Afghanistan, demanding extradition
of Bin Laden, even though there has
been no clear evidence that the
September 11 attack was his handi-
work, it is not willing to extradite the
terrorists of other countries it is har-

Mr Chomsky, with his wit and
humour, amidst roars of laughter
and thundering appreciation,
observed that when its interest was
affected, the US. had cultivated
terrorist groups and overthrown
governments. Commenting on the
term ‘democracy’, as seen by the
western elite, Mr Chomsky con-
tended that it was what served the
self interest. For instance, he said,
the globalisation process was an
attempt at total domination, bene-
fiting the West and the corporate

world. Globalisation is only wide
ing the gap between the havgs 4
have-nots, he added. ,
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MNOV. 11, Terrorist mastermmd Osa—

ond part of the interview to Mr.
Hamid Mir, Editor of the Pakistani Urdu daily,
Ausaf, Osama has claimed that the U.S. and its
allies might succeed in killing him but would
not able to “eliminate his mission.” He alleged
that the American bombing was killing hun-
dreds of civilians every day. He would fight the
war alongside the Taliban's supreme leader,
Mullah Omar, “till the last drop of his blood”
and even if the Americans captured Kabul, the
Mujahideen (fighters) would continue their
war from the mountains.

Mr. Mir has claimed that he obtained the
interview with Osama on November 7 some-
~where near Kabul. In the first part of the in-
terview, Osama had claimed that he and his
associates reserved the right to retaliate
against the U.S. with nuclear and chemical
weapons.

The Saudi fugitive is clearly unhappy with
the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
for his “unstinted support” to the U.S. and its
allies in the military operations against Af-
ghanistan.

He has alleged that most of the air strikes on
Afghanistan were being carried out from air-
bases in Pakistan. He provided a document to
the Ausaf in support of his claim and said it
was recovered from a U.S. helicopter which
was destroyed near Ghazni. The document
was about the Jacobabad airport in Pakistan
reportedly under the disposal of U.S.. The doc-
ument indicated that the helicopters attacking
Afghanistan were flying from Pakistan airbas-
es, Osama told the interviewer. Criticising Gen.
Musharraf, he said the motto of the Pakistan
army was “Iman’’ (faith), “Taqva” (piety) and
“Jehad” (the Holy war) but Gen. Musharraf
had forgotten the motto.

He said “jehad” was the height of worship
and Pakistani Muslims should play their role in
the Afghan “jehad”. During the interview, Osa-
ma did not reply to several questions and to
some others, he gave only short answers.

Asked whether he was trying to get nuclear
or chemical weapons, Osama said, “even if the
U.S. uses chemical or nuclear weapons against
us, it would not eliminate us. Rather, we will
respond. We have nuclear deterrent with us.”
He alleged that the U.S. was using chemical
weapons in Afghanistan and claimed that the
bodies of all Mujahideen killed in the Amer-
ican bombing near Kabul had turned dark.

Asked whether he was behind spreading the
anthrax fear in the U.S., Osama laughed and
said he knew nothing about anthrax. He ig-
nored a question on whether he would form an
anti- U.S. alliance with Saddam Hussain and
Gaddafi.

Osama also avoided replying to a query on
Mr. Gulbuddin Hekmatyar’s support to the Ta-
liban and whether it had Iran’s backing.

Osama got n-material
from Russian scientists?

Mr. Mir is of the view that Osama could have
obtained nuclear material/weapons -either
from Russian scientists or from one of the Cen-
tral Asian Republics. Mr. Mir quotes a recent
BBC report to the effect that after the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union, theft of 30 nucle-
ar weapons was revealed.

He said Osama looked very fresh and healthy
and wanted to know about the situation in Pa-
kistan and what happened to Gen. Musharraf.
He was curious to know whether the Novem-
ber 9 wheel jam strike (organised by the reli-
gious parties) would succeed or not. Osama
said Pakistan was like his home and he was
concerned about it. He said Gen. Musharraf
could not win the heart of the U.S. and one-
day the U.S., India and Israel would certainly
harm Pakistan. He said that some time back, a
religious leader from India had sent a message

S. cant .catch me alive: Qsama

to Mullah Omar saying that Pakistan had be-
trayed him and now he should join hands with
India and see the effect. But Mullah Omar had
replied that though Pakistan had joined hands
with non-Muslims against him, he could not
do the same against Pakistan. “I was asking
questions in English and Zuwahiri was inter-
preting in Arabic. But on various occasions,
Osama did reply in English and some times
even corrected Zuwahiri's English version. De-
spite knowing English language well, he likes

to talk in Arabic”'. q U\/\;“;q v

Mr. Mir said the Al-Qaeda did not have the
expertise to use nuclear weapons but it was
making all attempts to obtain the expertise.
The BBC report clearly indicated that Osama
had obtained nuclear weapons from some of
the scientists of the erstwhile Soviet Union.

“‘After more than one and a half-hour, Osa-
ma himself switched my recorder off and said
that the breakfast was ready. We ate Afghani
bread with butter and olive. After the breakfast,
I asked some more questions. During the in-
terview, Osama was getting information on
Mazar-e-Sharif situation. At the end he said
that even if the Americans captured all the im-
portant cities, the Afghan nation would contin-
ue the war and throw Americans out of
Afghanistan like Russians.”

Shabir Shah under
house arrest

SRINAGAR, NOV. 11. The Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Freedom Party JKDFP) president,
Mr. Shabir Ahmad Shah, who planned to visit
Tral, where an entire market was set ablaze
allegedly by policemen, was today placed un-
der house arrest. A contingent of 20 policemen
reached the house of Mr. Shah early this
morning and did not allow him to move any-
where, official sources said. — PTI
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“Two Pak

met ()

By Rashmed Z. Ahmed
Times News Network

LONDON: In a chilling reinforce-
ment of Osama bin Laden’s claims
that he possesses a nuclear deter-
rent, Pakistani and American
interrogators have reportedly
revealed that two leading
Pakistani nuclear scientists had
“close links with bin Laden and
met him in Afghanistan twice this
year”.

British officials have apparently
underlined the importance of the
revelation, with The Guardian
quoting an anonymous official as
saying that the two scientists,
Sultan Bashiruddin Mahmoud and
Abdul Majid, who held key posi-
tions in Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons programme till two years
ago, were definitely “working with
Osama bin Laden, not the Taliban.
The Taliban wouldn’t know what
to do with this”.

According to reports, the two
scientists, who were arrested,

}
sama

E W- g
released and have now been
detained once again, have admit-
ted meeting the Saudi dissident in
Kandahar “in connection with the
construction of a flour mill”, as a
Pakistani official is quoted to have
told a news agency.

The Pakistani authorities, who
arrested the scientists after the FBI
warned them of their “close con-
tacts with Al Qaida and the
Taliban™ have not been charged
with any offence so far.

The admission that they met bin
Laden has raised new concerns
that they may be the weak link in a
chain of circumstances, which
allowed bin Laden to threaten the
use of nuclear weapons in the
event of a nuclear attack in his
interview last Thursday with
Hamid Mir, his official biographer
and editor of the Urdu-language
Pakistani daily, Ausaf.

The reports added, however,
that investigators had apparently
been unable to establish so far if
the men had passed on sensitive

lm CENTRAL RAILWAY

NOTICE

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial
Hospitai, Central Railway, Byculla
SELECTION OF HOUSE OFFICERS FOR
DNB (MEDICINE, OPTHALMOLOGY &
GYNAECOLOGY)

The candidates who have cleared DNB
Part1 & are willing to join DNB (Medicine,
Opthalmology & Gynaecology) offered by
National Board of Examinations, New Delhi
at our Hospital are requested to submit their
applications in the prescribed format to the
Oftice of Medical Director, Dr. B.AM
Hospital, Byculla, Mumbai 400 027 by
12.12.2001 positively and appear tor written
and viva examination on 18.12.2001 at
2.00 p.m. The forms can be obtainad from
the above office upto 30th November 2001,

Vel 1o

nuclear information or materials to
anyone in Afghanistan.

The Guardian said that
Mahmoud especially was seen as
suspect because “he had in the past
advocated helping arm other
Islamic countries with nuclear
weapons”.

Amid growing international
concern about the possibility of
Pakistan’s nuclear facilities falling
into the wrong hands, Britain and
the U.S. have been playing down
bin Laden’s claims with expert:
insisting bin Laden probably ha;
no more capability thaa to yk(f
sa-called “dirtv hbomb”.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 13. —
Indirectly hitting out at
Pakistan for cross-border
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir, Britain today sought
an end to “external support” for
terrorism in the state and said
the fight against terrorism by
the international coalition
would not end in Afghanistan
but the scourge would be
tackled everywhere, including
Kashmir.

Addressing a joint press
conference along with the
defence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, the visiting British
defence secretary, Mr Geoffrey
Hoon, said: “UK and India are
united in the war against
terrorism”.

The defence secretary further

-8 Yy

said: “That fight won’t end in
Afghanistan. We are against
terrorism  everywhere
including Kashmir. We have
long called for an end to
external support for terrorism
in Kashmir, and we condemn
all acts of violence there”. His
acknowledgment of external
support in promoting terrorism
while stopping short of naming
Pakistan in this context, comes
a day after the Prime Minister,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, held
talks in London with Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

Emerging from a 90-minute
meeting with Mr Fernandes,
Mr Hoon, who arrived here on a
day’s visit this morning, said,
“What is being achieved in
Afghanistan should send a
strong message to terrorists
worldwide.”

.

While mentioning Britain’s
support to Indian initiatives,
Mr Hoon said a peaceful future
for the region would be
attained only through dialogue.

Replying to a question on
Pakistan’s support to cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir , Mr Hoon said, “We
unreservedly condemn those
who seek to foster terrorism not
in their own country but in
other countries as well”.
Britain would use all its
influence to ensure that such a
form of terrorism is stopped, he
added.

He emphasied an
international effort to ensure
an ethnically broad-based
government in Afghanistan.
Replying to a question on a
situation if the Northern
Alliance forms the government

in Afghanistan following the

in urges end fo-
for terrorism

fall of the Taliban, Mr Hoon

said that an establishment of
that kind was unacceptable

because that would represent
only a part of the ethnic groups '

and not reflect the diversity of
the region. However, both India
and Britain agreed on keeping
the Taliban out of the future
government in Afghanistan.

The international
community was united in
seeking a sustainable political,
economic and physical
rebuilding of Afghanistan. The
UN is playing a prominent role
in this regard. He said “We are
encouraged by the military
success of the past few days.
The challenge for the people of
Afghanistan now is to put in
place a new political structure
as quickly as possible”.

Mr Devinder Kumar Gupta (right), freed by a Pakistani Inteiligence agency late on Monday night, arrives at the |Gl airport in New Delhi on Tuesday.
— The Statesman
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“Four jawans kille | m

Lashkar
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA a,\g‘“_'

SRINAGAR, Nov. 4. — Four
- soldiers and a militant were
. killed in an encounter following
a suicide attack by the Lashkar-
e-Taiyaba on an Army camp in
" the Anantnag district of south
, i1§ash1mr officials said today.
ive jawans Wwere also injured.
The militants, dressed in Army
fatigue, fired RPGs and gre-
nades at the main gate of the
camp at Diyalgam (about 60 km
from here) around 9 p.m. last
night. Two of them managed to
sneak inside the camp manned
by the troops of 36 Rashtriya
Rifles, the officials said.
In the ensuing gunbattle, three
; jawans were killed and six
injured. One of the jawans later
died. The troops launched a
. search operation to find the in-
" truders, but it was abandoned as
_ the ultras were in Army uniform.
A militant, who had taken

ALMMKM&W.\KMMMM

g\\.

a wooden struc-
ture, fired and lobbed grenades
when the troops moved in for a
thorough search operation early
today and was killed in the
exchange of fire, sources said.
However, his accomplice eould
not be traced, they said, adding
perhaps only one militant had
entered the camp while his
accomplices fired to cover hiin
from outside.Confirming  the
attack, a defence spokesman
said four jawans and a Pakistani
militant were killed and two
jawans injured in the incident.
Claiming responsibility, an
LeT spokesman said three of its
activists, Abu Hashim and Abu
Muslim (both Kashmiris) and
Abu Umar (Pakistani), were in-
volved in the attack. He clai-
med eight soldiers were killed
in the attack, adding Abu Umar
had returned to his hideout.
Stepping up the anti-militancy

drive, securitymen had killed 29

ﬁmunm Sailondra Mel |

suicide atta k

militants. Among them were 10.
ultras who tried to enter Pakl
stan from :

tried to slip out from Loren,
Poonch, today when troops fired

at them. Five of the eld. |
In another mﬂ; orces |
killed six ultras in Gali Pandi !
area of Poonch.

Toy plames as weapons: The
ISI has asked militants in
Kashmir to use explosive-laden
“boy planes” te attack VIPs in
the state and New Delhi,
officials said. This was revealed
during interrogation of milit-
ants arrested and wireless
intercepts. A remote-controlled
toy plane can carry 10-15 kg of
explosives. It takes a trajectory
path and can hit the target
within a range of 300 metres.



~Fresh anthrax traces found

AGENCE FRANGE-PRESSE (\ LN B‘C?

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4. — The anthrax scare
spread further as deadly spores were discovered at
yet another mail distribution centre in New Jersey,
while investigators in Washington studied a suspi-
cious letter sent to the US treasury department.

The New Jersey department of health and senior
services announced yesterday that one of the en-
vironmental samples taken by the FBI in the Bell-
mawr mail distribution centre last Wednesday
came back positive. A suburb of the city Camden,
New Jersey, Bellmawr is located just across the
Delaware river from Philadelphia, which means
that after outbreaks in New York and Washing-
ton, anthrax now has penetrated a third major
metropolitan area. All employees of the facility
have been offered a 10-day course of antibiotics
as a precaution, the department said.

Health officials focused their attention on the
Bellmawr centre after a Delaware resident who
works there came down with skin anthrax, a
less deadly form of the disease.

The patient, whose identity has not been re-
leased, is said to be recovering. The Bellmawr case
brings to three the number of New Jersey postal
facilities affected by anthrax, Earlier, traces of the
deadly bacteria were discovered at the main
Princeton post office and at a mail processing cen-
tre in Hamilton township, near Trenton.

Anthrax In Washmgton: Trace amounts of
anthrax sppres were found at a mailroom in the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Washington.
Some emplbyees have already begun treatment
for possible exposure to the bacteria, a govern-
ment health official said today, Reuters reports.
Dr Anthony Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, also
defended a new move by the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to inoculate
health officials against smallpox. “We must be
prepared for the use of smallpox as a
bioterrorism weapon,” Dr Fauci told Face the
Nation on CBS.

He said a small amount of anthrax was
discovered at the Veterans Affairs Center, whose
mail passes through the Brentwood :postal
processing facility that handles mail for much of
Washington. Dr Fauci said officials were
considering Brentwood “the primary facility
from which contamination has occurred.”

He confirmed a report in Sunday’s New York
Times that the CDC had moved to vaccinate
about 140 members of epidemiological teams
that can be dispatched on short notice to
examine suspected cases of smallpox in the USA.
Pak anthrax case: Police in Karachi today said
they had detained two men for questioning over

a suspected case of anthrax spores delivered to
the country’s most popular Urdu daily. /
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_Bush: Bio-terrorists will

Qv
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4. - |

President George W Bush as-
sured Americans that the an-
thrax bio-terrorists would be
brought to justice, even as opin-
ion polls indicated that Ameri-

cans are losing faith in his ad-
ministration’s response to the

anthrax terror.

Mr Bush for the first time ad-

mitted in his weekly radio ad-
dress yesterday that thousands
of law enforcement officers have
failed to come up with a plausi-
ble lead on who is behind the
bio-attacks. The President’s ad-
mission came a month after the
first of the four deaths in the
USA from anthrax infection.
“We don’t yet know who sent
the anthrax, whether it was the
same terrorists who committed
the attacks on 11 September, or
whether it was the other inter-
national or domestic terrorists,”
Mr Bush said.

the President also urged the
public to take “appropriate pre-
cautions” when opening their
mail because of the anthrax
threat.

US officials as well as Mr Bush
suspect that the bio-terror scare
is also linked to Osama bin La-
den, the man behind the 11 Sep-
tember attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

Cranas load trucks with dehris as the recovery efforts continue at the site
of the WTC disaster on Sunday. — AP/PTI

Mr Bush declared that investi-
gators had identified “several
different letters” that contained
anthrax spores and added that
new information was emerging
about the nature of the anthrax
threat. “Originally, experts be-
lieved the anthrax spores could-
n't escape from sealed enve-
lopes. We now know different-
ly,” said the President.
Meanwhile, a new

that Americ

showed
, coming to

terms with the widening bio-
terror scare and the four an-
thrax deaths and 17 infections,
are no longer convinced that
Mr Bush and his White House
team are on the top of the an-
thrax outbreak.

Asked whether they thought
Bush had a solid plan for fight-
ing bio-terrorism and other ter-
rorist threats, Americans were
split down the middle, accord-
ing to a poll of the ‘Newsweek’,

be hrgghj to justice

¢ which goes on sale today. The
{ poll said 46 per cent of Ameri-

cans believe the President’s ap-

proach is ineffective

Undeterred by the scepticism,

B the President assured that the

¥ administration would continue
F| to issue warnings whenever
| they were considered justified
. and “As we learn more about

these anthrax attacks, the gov-
ernment will share the con-

| firmed and credible informa-

tion we have with you.”

In the radio address to the na-
tion, Mr Bush also dangled a
one-million-dollar reward for
any information leading to a res-
olution of the anthrax investiga-
tion. He said, “If you see any-
thing suspicious, or have useful
information, please contact law
enforcement authorities. The
Postal Service and the FBI have
offered a reward of up to one mil-
lion for information leading to
the arrest and the conviction of
the anthrax terrorists.”

Warning pranksters about the
consequences of sending hoax
letters, Mr Bush outlined the
serious penalties by referring
to “at least 20 individuals” in
police custody for such hoaxes
and said, “Those who believe
this is an opportunity
prank should know t
ing false alarms j
crimilkal offence-
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INDIA'S LONG, LONELY battle against funda-
mentalist terngrism on its soil may be about to
be joined, even if indirectly and remotely, by
the global coalition as the U.S expands its cam-
paign to include terrorism in its multifarious
forms. The American State Department’s action
in designating the Pakistan-based militant out-
fits Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad as
terrorist organisations — and in effect banning
them — will be welcomed in India as the first
positive signal that New Delhi’s concerns are
being recognised and acknowledged. The ac-
tion, followed up within hours by Britain, coin-
cides with the Bush administration’s significant
decision to broaden its campaign and expand
the terror list to include groups beyond those
with links to Osama bin Laden and his Al-Qae-
da network. The U.S can now seize the assets of
these groups and impose other stringent finan-
cial sanctions, already imposed against Osama
and his group to choke the flow of money. In-
cluded in the list are outfits as far apart as the
Hamas and the Hizbolla in the Middle East,
ETA, the Basque separatist group in Spain, and
three Colombian groups operating in the civil
war torn South American nation.

The decision to widen the campaign, not
totally unexpected or non-controversial, fol-
lows criticism that Washington has two stan-
dards when it comes to targeting terrorism. The
initial moves by Washington after the Septem-
ber 11 attacks did create the impression that its
sights were too narrowly focussed on Osama
bin Laden and his cadre, to the exclusion of
terrorist groups operating elsewhere. New Del-
hi, which responded by unilaterally offering all
assistance to the U.S., found itself on the side-
lines as Washington put together a global coali-
tion and placed Pakistan on the frontline. India
made no secret of its dismay that Pakistan
should form part of the anti-terror coalition de-
spite its record of encouraging cross-border ter-

WMEETING INDIA’S CONCERNS (, ;™"

rorism in Kashmir. Within three weeks of that
catastrophic strike against the U.S, Pakistan-
based militants launched a murderous attack
on the Jammu and Kashmir Legislature in Sri-
nagar in which innocent people were killed.
The massacre, for which the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad claimed responsibility, shocked the world
and evoked words of sympathy, but India’s ap-
peal that the global focus include the groups
operating in Kashmir from bases in Pakistan
went unheeded. The U.S, which said it was
placing the JeM under “close’” watch, and its
allies and friends had their own priorities.

The American decision to broaden the an-
ti-terror campaign, encompassing the action
concerning the LeT and the JeM, may end this
abnormal situation. The State Department's
decision will have a dampening effect on the
two terrorist groupings based in Pakistan. Be-
sides having their assets impounded, anyone
suspected of providing aid or financial services
to them can be targeted. Both groups have their
patrons in Pakistan who have openly raised
funds and solicited donations for them. With
their designation as terrorist groups by the
State Department, the Pakistan Government
will come under enormous pressure to crack
down on their fund-raising activities, effectively
neutralising them. Other groups have rechris-
tened and reincarnated themselves, apparently
with official backing. But with the U.S-led coali-
tion significantly stepping up its campaign, this
ploy may prove less effective in the future. For
its part, New Delhi, which has welcomed the
U.S. action, must continue to keep its vigil, in
the realisation that fighting cross-border terror-
ism is primarily its own battle, which it has to
carry on with restraint, without distracting talk
of untenable ideas like hot pursuit. And quite
apart from terrorism the political issue with Pa-
kistan and the aspirations of the people in
Kashmir need also to be addressed.
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From the bloody pages of

Al-Qaida’s killin

By NICK FIELDING \\’

LONDON: A unique manual for Islamic terrorists,
detailing every aspect of how to fight a guerrilla war,
from biochemical attacks to finding the fatal pressure
point during hand-to-hand combat, has been obtained
by western intelligence agencies.

The 7,000-page guide — titled Encyclopaedia of Je-
had — provides an insight into how terrorists from
Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaida network operate in both
urban environments and on the battlefield.

Filling 11 volumes and circulated both in book form
and on CD-Rom to terrorist instructors, it offers guid-
ance on how to inject frozen food with biochemical
agents to create mass panic, rig up a door lock to ex-
plode when the handle is turned, and bring down a
plane with a missile.

The encyclopaedia is dedicated to bin Laden and
Abdullah Azzam, a charismatic preacher who was a
formative influence on the Saudi terrorist. It distils the
experience of 10 years of guerrilla fighting against the
Russians in Afghanistan and draws on stolen CIA and
special services’ hand-
books.

The most chilling vol-
ume is the 11th, which
deals with bioterrorism,
which is on a separate CD-
Rom. It explains how to
disperse potentially lethal
organisms and poisons,
ranging from botulism and
viral infections to anthrax
and ricin.

It details targets such as
water and food supplies,
and advocates maximising
public panic by poisoning -
medicine, thereby jeopar-
dising treatment of the
sick and injured. Sources
of biological material in-
clude a list of countries
that produce anthrax and

terrorist instructors.

biochemical agents.

misinformation.

and map reading.

BOOK OF TERROR

@ The 700-page manual, called Encyclopaedia of
Jehad is in 11 volumes.
® |t is available both in book form and on CD-Rom to

® Details every aspect of guerrilla warfare,
© Teaches how to inject frozen foods with

® Guides on how to handle explosives or how
to bring down a plane with a missile.

® Teaches how to kill an opponent by pinching pressure
points on the back of the neck.

® Qutlines importance of propaganda and

© & Violumes dedicated to teaching typography
® Unlike other Islamic terrorist manuals,

there is little religious direction.
® Almost every page carries a diagram.

‘manual

The constructiop of booby- trapped explosive de-
vices that would nbt be out of place in a James Bond
film is explained in minute detail. One page, from the
volume on explosives, shows how to turn a packet of
cigarettes into a bomb. It goes on to detail how indi-
vidual cigarettes can be primed with explosives as well
as cigarette lighters, mattresses, chairs and even
chocolate bars, toothpaste tubes and hairbrushes,

Another page shows how an envelope can be boo-
by-trapped with a slim lead of C4 explosive, a desk
drawer sprung to explode when it is opened, and a
barbecue or fireplace prepared to set off a hidden
bomb when the fuel is lit.

A carefully drawn picture of a motorcycle helmet
shows how it can be lined with explosive, then remote-
ly controlled to blow up when the intended victim
puts it on. One section shows how to turn cameras into
bombs. It was the method used to kill Ahmed
Shah Masoud.

The encyclopaedia contains instructions on the in-
gredients needed to make explosives, including in-
nocuous substances bought from supermarkets. It be-
gins with the basic chemi-
cal compounds and then
lays out the exact quanti-
i ties to be combined. One
suggestion even includes
Nescafe coffee and sugar.

Each volume is compre-
hensive. In discussing
timers, the section on ex-
plosives ranges from com-
plex loop, tremor and tilt-
ing switches to cruder ver-
sions that can be made
from mousetraps, clothes
pegs or light switches.

Unlike other Islamic
terrorist manuals, previ-
ously revealed in court pa-
pers, there is little religious
direction in the ency-
clopaedia. Everything is

a training camp in Pak-
istan where toxins are manufactured.

The encyclopaedia was found in 1999 in the home of
Khalil Deek when he was arrested in connection with
an alleged plot to bomb Jordan’s main airport in the
capital, Amman, on the eve of the millennium.

Each of the 10 volumes of the main encylopaedia
carries a picture showing a belt-fed machinegun
standing in a window next to a copy of the Koran.
One, on security and intelligence, shows the long-term
planning involved in operations, with “sleeper” cells
set up years in advance. “The mujaheed should be
young, so he can start the mission 10 years before the
start of the jehad,” it states.

Surveillance of potential targets —with video cam-
eras, still cameras and mini-microphones —is critical.
They include:

@ Symbolic targets, such as the Statue of Liberty in
New York or the Eiffel Tower in Paris, where attacks
would cause psychological damage but would be
largely victimless;

® Key infrastructure, such as nuclear power stations,
skyscrapers, ports and train stations;

® Human targets, including stadiums where large
numbers of people congregate and, particularly in
Arabic countries, influential public ﬁgures

presented factually, almost
every page carries a diagram.

At least four of the chapters are devoted to the mili-
tary, from showing how to create an assault gun in a
field forge from metal scavenged from the battlefield
to mounting an attack on combat vehicles.

Another section covers first aid, including how to
prevent blood loss from wounds. Alongside are fur-
ther diagrams demonstrating how to kill an opponent
by pinching pressure points on the back of the neck
and the windpipe.

The book outlines how bridges can be blown up us-
ing conventional military explosives. Last week Amer-
ica was put on high alert over the possibility of attacks
on bridges such as the Golden Gate in San Francisco.

Other volumes teach typography, map reading and
how to use the stars to work out your location. The
importance of propaganda and misinformation is
outlined, telling operatives of plans to “penetrate cer-
tain Arabic papers and also western ones”. The aim is
to sow trouble and confusion by spreading false
rumours.

The sophistication of some parts of the manual has
alarmed intelligence agencies, which have asked
counter- terrorism experts given access to the docu-
ment not to discuss or release key elements, particu-
larly on bioterrorism. (me sunday Times) /
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are “infidels”.

DOHA, NoV. 3. The suspected terrorist mastermind,
Osama bin Laden, has said that the United
Nations is “an instrument of crimes” against
Muslims and that leaders of Arab U.N. members

In a videotape broadcast today

Afghanistan after the ruling Taliban militia
refused to hand him over to Washington. “We
have suffered and continue to suffer because of
the U.N., and no Muslim should turn (to the
U.N.) because it is an instrument of crimes,” he
said in the recorded address.

There was no indication when the videotape
was recorded, but this was Osama’s second
appearance on al-Jazeera since the U.S.-led
bombing campaign began. The first was shortly
after the strikes were launched on October 7.

“Those who want to solve our problems at the
U.N. are hypocrites; our suffering is caused by
the U.N.,” he said. “Who issued the Palestine
partition resolution in 19472 The U.N. Those who
claim to be Arab leaders and whose countries are
U.N. members are infidels who have renounced
the Koran and the prophet’s (Mohammad’s)
sayings.”

“We (Muslims) are being slaughtered every day
and it (U.N.) does not lift a finger. The worst
suffering is being inflicted on our brethren in
Kashmir” without the U.N. lifting a finger.

“Those who claim to be Arab leaders and are
still (cooperating) with the U.N. are infidels,” said
Osama who appeared on the footage wearing
traditional headdress and a military camouflage
jacket, and with an automatic rifle propped at his
side against a brown wall or screen behind him.
‘“Today, without any evidence, the U.N. is
pedalling resolutions in support of
America...against the weak who just emerged
from a massive war by the Soviet Union.” “The
people of Afghanistan have nothing to do with
this matter (the September 11 attacks on the
U.S.),” said Osama. “But the campaign continues

_QOsama criticises U.N., Arabs

annihilating villagers, women and children
without a right.”

< A
No rest during RamadanG M

The Taliban was determined to fight on during |
the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, an |
official close to its leader, Mullah Mohammad
Omar, told al-Jazeera today.

“We see this war as a jehad (holy war). We
have not asked for a halt to the fighting — this is
up to the United States,” said Mullah Omar’s
chief of staff, Mohammad Taieb al- Agha. “Jehad
is a religious duty, and it does not violate (the
tenets of) Ramadan”, which starts on November
17.

“Protecting Sheikh Osama bin Laden is a
religious duty. The Afghan people have expressed
readiness to sacrifice themselves to defend
Osama. They will not capitulate to the U.S. or to
any other infidel force,” he added.

The U.S. President, Mr. George Bush, had on
Friday said that the U.S. “won’t rest” the war on
terrorism during Ramadan, but left day-to-day
decisions about strikes to the military.

‘Osama in Kandahar’

Osama has been spotted in Kandahar, the
Taliban’s southern bastion, a media report here
said today. Osama was in the city mainly to
“boost the morale of the people who have been
braving the carpet bombing (by the U.S.) for the
last couple of days,” the Pakistan Observer
quoted “reliable sources” as saying.

It said Osama, who is hiding in one of the
“longest caves”, addressed a gathering of his
“Arab elite guard and the local residents”.

Meanwhile, another band of 2,000 radical
Islamists and Pashtoon tribesmen left the
northwestern Pakistan town of Bajaur on Friday
for neighbouring Afghanistan to fight against the
U.S., organisers enlisting the volunteer fighters
said. A first batch of 1,500 had crossed over into
Afghanistan on Thursday, after the Taliban gave
them permission to enter the country, — AFP,
PTI, DPA |
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_0.S. WON'T REST TILL EVERY TERRORIST GROUP IS REMOVED'

Hfll

By Sridhar Krlsh aswami

WASHINGTON, Nov. 3. The United
States is said to have formally des-
ignated the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Jaish-e-Mohammad as for-
eign terrorist organisations. While
the State Department has not is-
sued a formal notification to this
effect, Indian Embassy sources
confirmed late Saturday after-
noon that a determination had, in
fact, been made.

Three days ago, the U.S. Attor-
ney-General, Mr. John Ashcroft,
had written to the Secretary of
State asking him to formally des-
ignate as many as 46 terrorist out-
fits that had been identified in the
Executive Order of the President
of September 23, an October List
compiled by the Treasury and the
State Department and from the
Annexe of the State Department’s
Patterns of Global Terrorism Re-
port that listed other terrorist net-
works and groups.

“We are taking a methodical
approach to this and all aspects of
the campaign to ensure maxi-
mum impact on the terrorists.
This Executive Order designa-
tions is by no means the last,” the
State Department Spokesman,
Mr. Richard Boucher, said. On
Friday, the Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, formally acted
on the Attorney-General’s request
and designated 22 foreign terror-
ist organisations.

The State Department said that

in addition to the assets already
blocked in the U.S., the new Exec-
utive Order provided authority to
act against individuals and orga-
nisations that are associated with
the named terrorist organisa-
tions. Mr. Boucher said the U.S.
would not rest “until every terror-
ist group has been removed as a
threat to the U.S., our citizens or
interests and our friends and al-
lies”.

The formal designation of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-

Mohammad as foreign terrorist
organisations comes barely a
week before the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, is due to
come to Washington for talks with
the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush. Part of India’s campaign
against terrorism has to do with
impressing upon countries like
the U.S. that there is actually no
difference between the Al-Qaeda
and other terrorist networks oper-
ating in the subcontinent.

A right step, Advani

NEW DELHI, NOV. 3. India today welcomed the ban on the Lashkar-e-
Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad describing it as yet another dis-
play of determination by the U.S. in fighting global terrorism.

While the Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, said the ban was “a step
in the right direction” and the action conveyed a meaning to India,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, congratulated the
U.S. for showing a determination to tackle the global terrorism.

“It’s not so much the ban but the determination of the U.S. that is
heartening. We have been advocating that the fight against terrorism
cannot be localised as regional or local,” Mr. Singh said.

Pak. in a bind

B. Muralidhar Reddy reports from Islamabad:

The Pakistan Government appears to have been caught in a bind
over the latest decision of the Bush Administration to designate the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad as “foreign terrorist

organisations”.

There was no immediate response either from the Pakistan Foreign
Office spokesman or the two organisations concerned. The refrain
was they would not like to comment without looking at the text of the

order from Washington.

T

""Don’t rule out hot pursuit: BJP

\ By Neena Vyas

AMRITSAR, NOV. 3. Hot pursuit may
not be the current Government
policy to fight terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir, but the BJP made it
clear today in its political resolu-
tion that “if the situation de-
mands and circumstances
* compel,” the country should not
hesitate to go all out to “eliminate
terrorism from both inside and
outside the country.” In short, the
Government should not hesitate
to follow a palicy of hot pursuit
just as the United States and the
United Kingdom had done by
crossing international boundaries
in their fight against terrorism.
The three-page resolution was
hotly debated and adopted late
last night and it focussed almost
entirely on terrorism. It seems
that the party wants to build a
kind of pre-election campaign on
the issue of terrorism in general
and the Prevention of Terrorism
Ordinance (POTO) in particular.
On Friday, the Law Minister, Mr.
Arun Jaitley, told the press that
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Ad-
vani, had warned opposition par-
ties that they would be
“appeasing terrorists” if they op-
posed the POTO, but today the
party president, Mr. Jana Krish-

namurthi, denied this although
Mr. Jaitley was caught by televi-
sion cameras with the “quote.”

It seems there were even some
difference of opinion on the sub-
ject’s utility as an election cam-
paign point, especially since some
of the BJP’s allies at the Centre
have already expressed reserva-
tions on the POTO. But here at the
executive, the entire meeting has
been somewhat turned into a
high-profile campaign in favour
of the POTO.

The resolution avoided direct
criticism of the Government’s
stand since the September 11 at-
tacks in the U.S. but it was clear
that the party was under tremen-
dous pressure to “do something”
against Pakistan in relation to ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir.
That apparently led to the resolu-
tion stating that the country
should resort to hot pursuit if the
situation so demanded, especially
as the U.S. and Britain had done it
when the West was threatened by
terrorism.

It approved the Security Coun-
cil resolution condemning terror-
ism and sought an early adoption
of a United Nations convention
on terrorism which India and sev-
eral other countries had proposed

———

two years ago.What had been
troubling the party since the Sep-
tember 11 crisis was the emer-
gence of Pakistan as the great
champion against terrorism and
the virtual sidelining of India in

the global battle against it. The -

resolution has come just before
the Prim& Minister leaves for
Moscow, Washington and Lon-
don and it made it clear that the
party was suspicious of Pakistan’s
readiness to fight the Taliban
when it had played a significant
role in its creation. In short, the
BJP questioned American wisdom
in choosing Pakistan as a fron-
tline state in the global fight
against terrorism.

While the party completely
supported the Government’s pol-
icy of collaborating in the global
fight against terrorism, it qualified
this in the context of the earlier
rather adventurous offer of Indian
bases made by the Government to
the U.S., an offer which did not
have the support of the RSS and
many others in the party. The res-
olution assured opposition par-
ties that India’s assistance to the
global fight would be in line with
“established policies” and “in
pursuance of our own national in-
terest.”

-

.S. brands Lashkar, Jaish
w as terrorist outfits?

In fact, no one here is making
any distinction between global
and regional terrorism, or about
cross-border terrorism. Mr. Bush
and Gen. Powell have rejected not
only this as well as the notion of
differentiation between terrorists
and the so-called freedom fight-
ers.

Mansingh hails decision

The Indian Ambassador to the
U.S., Mr. Lalit Mansingh, welcom-
ing the U.S. move against the
Lashkar and the Jaish, said the
claim that these terror outfits
were freedom fighters was “ab-
surd”.

“You would expect that free-
dom-fighters will be sons of the
soil, not imported mercenaries.
Seventy per cent of the terrorists
we apprehend are people who are
coming from outside. They are
Pakistanis, Afghans, Arabs and
others. So it is absurd to say that
Kashmiris are fighting the free-
dom struggle through terrorists
imported from the outside,” Mr.
Mansingh said.

Britain freezes
assets of Lashkar,
Babbar Khalsa

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, NoV 3. The British Govern-
ment today froze the assets of 25
more terrorist organisations, in-
cluding the Pakistan-based Lash-
kar-e-Taiba, the Babbar Khalsa
and the International Sikh Youth
Federation. These groups were
banned under the Anti-Terrorism
Act earlier this year.

The Chancellor, Mr. Gordon
Brown, said he expected financial
institutions to check their records
and freeze the assets. “Those
named today have committed or
pose a real risk of committing or
nding acts of terrorism,” he
said.

The new list—third since the
September 11 outrage—includes
the LTTE, the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)
and the PFLP General Command
which claimed responsibility for
the assassination of the Israeli
Tourism Minister last month.

A total of £63 million in 36 ac-
counts has been frozen since Sep-
tember 11. Mr. Brown said the
ready supply of finance was the
“lifeblood of modern terrorism”
and those who financed terrorism
were as guilty as those who ac-
tually committed it. “We will do
whatever is necessary to deprive
terrorists of the funds they rely
on. Just as there is no safe haven
for terrorists there is no safe hid-
ing place for their funds,” he said.

Besides a number of Arab-
based organisations, the list in-
cludes the Basque Fatherland and
Liberation (ETA), the Shining
Path and the Revolutionary

Armed Forces of Colombia.




UPJITED NEWS OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 2. - Pakis-
tan’s largest Urdu newspaper,
the Daily Jang, has been hit by
a positive case of anthrax, the
paper’s sister publication, The
News, reported today .

The incident has forced the |

newspaper offices in Karachi to
put its editorial staff on antibi-
otics and to move the staff out of
the infected area until it is prop-
erly disinfected, the report said.
On 23 October, a Jang report-
er regeived white powder in an
envelope which was supposed
to contain a press release. It
was sent for examination to the
Aga Khan University Hospital.
The laboratory report, issued
on Thursday, confirmed the

white powdery substance as |

anthrax spores. The contami-
nated letter was sent by a so-
cial welfare organisation.

The microbiologists hired to
disinfect the newspaper’s main
editorial sections will start
their job on Friday morning and
take 24 hours to complete it, an
administration official said..

Earlier, the Jang offices in
Quetta, Rawalpindi and London
had received similar letters with
claims of anthrax spores inside.
The Quetta office got a mail with
a short message — “Anthrax gift
for you and your staff”.

So far none of the employees,
exposed to the mail, has been
detected positive for anthrax.
An international bank and a
computer firm in Karachi have
already received mails loaded

AR
newspaper

on Friday. The office was svacuated after it was confirmed
that the powdery substance received by the newspaper
qlna dm g0 eomlgmd mthrax spores. — AP[PTI

with anthrax spores, The bank
executive was also treated for
contracting anthrax.

The editorial staff of Jang has
been asked to work in an alter-
nate environment, safety of
other workers being a matter of
concern for the administration.
“We have advised our workers
to be on high alert, eseeeiall
when they handle mail,” an of-
ficial said,

District coordination officer,
Mr Shafiqur Rehman Paracha,
on Thursday evening, visited

the Jang offices, met the edigor ]

and assured the Jang Group of

government's help.

Special measures have been

adopted by the Post office au-

thorities following the incident.

The postmaster general, Mr

Qamar Jamil A Shaikh was

?oted as saying, the staff at |
the International Desk have- '
been provided masks and

gloves.

Doctors have advised people,

working at the major national

and multi-national offices, to

take special care before open-

ing any mail.
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| / Designate Lashkar, Jaish as
(9 \terrorlst outfits, says Ashcroft v\

By Srldhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 2. In a significant
move, the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has asked the State Depart-
ment to designate the
Pakistan-based militant outfits,
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad, as foreign terrorist or-
ganisations.

The U.S. Attorney-General, Mr.
John Ashcroft, in a letter to the
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, has asked for the designa-
tion of 46 organisations under the
new Anti- Terrorism Law. All the
groups, he said, had committed

or planned terrorist acts, or
served as fronts for terrorist orga-
nisations.

New Delhi has been pressing
Washington for quite some time
to target outfits like the Lashkar
for its violence in Jammu and
Kashmir. The JeM was identified
in a Joint Treasury and State De-
partment list of October 12 as a
terrorist~ outfit. Among other
things, its assets were frozen.

The 46 organisations which the
Attorney-General wanted desig-
nated formally as terrorist have
been identified from three sourc-
es; the U.S. President’s executive

order of September 23; the Joint
Treasury Department and State
Department List of October 12;
and the State Department’s Pat-
terns of Global Terrorism which
lists in its annexe, the names of
other terrorist groups which have
not been formally designated.
The Lashkar has been drawn from
this category.

The Attorney-General’s memo-
randum to the Secretary of State
is only a “request,” and not an
“order.” The process of formal
designation of the terror outfits
will begin at the State Depart-
ment. Given the kind of environ-

ment that exists in the U.S.
against terrorism, it is unlikely
that the Secretary of State will
think differently from the Attor-
ney-General.

A formal designation of the
Lashkar and the JeM by the State
Department as terrorist organisa-
tions will undoubtedly have an
impact not only on the outfits
themselves but also on their ben-
efactors.

Besides a financial freeze, a
number of legal restrictions will
be in place for members of the
outfits and their supporters
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“/Chandrika assures - ,
" SAARC’s suppoxsm/‘w

to combat terrorism

By Farah Mihlar Ahamed
\\ Times News Network(y, -
LOMBO: Sri Lanka
Presiden
Chandrika
Kumaratunga in
her capacity as
chairperson  of
SAARC has
assured the coop-
eration of South
by Asian nations to
C Kunnmtun(ﬂ‘ the UN Security
: sl Council on
implementing its recently passed
resolutions to combat terrorism.
Ms Kumaratunga, in a special
statement, welcomed the
September 28 resolutions passed
by the Security Council that called
on member-states,‘among other
measures, to suppress financing of
terrorists, eliminate supply of
weapons to them and introduce
domestic legislature to break up
international terrorist networks.
While recognising the UN’s
emphasis for a coordinated effort at
national, sub-regional and regional
level to strengthen the global
response against terrorism, she said
SAARC member states would |
extend their “fullest cooperation”
to implement the resolutions.
“Beyond the tragic loss of lives
in New York, Washington and
Pennsylvania, the September 11
attacks have revealed the exten-
sive, deeply felt ramifications of
terrorism which touch the day-to-
day lives of people throughout the
world,” Ms Kumaratunga said.
She justified the U.S. attacks on
Afghanistan as being necessary to
bring to justice those responsible
for the terrorist attacks. “The
necessity for action against military
targets is well understood and the
statement of the U.S. government
that such actions are not directed
at the long-suffering people of
Afghanistan nor against the mém-
bers of the Islamic faithy reci-

ated,” she said.

THE TIMES OF INDiA

- woy oM

NGy L



<

QYL UMEp 3Y) o pue JyBIu
ay Sonw:ohu Arep 1sowpe Lo

-10q NP IR s 03—yead sy jesiuos
-3 Jnuy Y — sajeuersowod pue

——— S

siomay— “YBd YIM JOPIOq 2] 01 350 10430501 MOI PINOD A1) SHOISSSS
"SONIUSUIE SEq ISOL AU} LA UM Qoo suoruopueteays  -sod 495 ) JO SIPUNq TPIM Y3y
paddmbo Jou ore sdured oyp skes  s1otpo ‘sed suedoid joswsed aq - PAfLd PEOI PRI AR Suore pamed
fouoSe 20%ngor suomeN payup)  OlpareaddeIrUMpOUIEISWOS 0P JUSWPIEQUIOG U Suleap soadngo:

JO SpeCpon 215498 O LA

PopMOI SEM URISIYEJ O} Teyep

~[B], paulLie U0 ‘Sooljo- JUSWILIS
-A03 Y pafjy gIngns suo uy
“Kdua Affeonorid arom
MO SUI-YSTU € SOAISSGO SOBD
UeyS)y [[2 I YOrym ‘Teyepuey JO
SUTYSING 3} UO S}20RS "3 JO uds
OU P3aMOYs — /, I3qOIQ) UO Sprel
18113 oy} ours Ja8e) sofeus e—iod
~Ie oY ], 'sprel Ite AP ysouupe o
JO 9dURAPE UE N0 Uaq Apueredde
PeY 10Mm0 “Ssowjrep oy poSunid
sem AP g Py WS sy
‘sioyejoxd weySyy sy ystund pue
UspeT] Uiq Buwies( Jueil woq
“Ipieg umop 1Ny 0} uSredured gy

oumﬁou saryy 3sedf 1B ‘ooumaoxd
‘wesmon[eg  WIOISOM  Suelst

gy punod jery sprel oy Suidesss - sodesS gum ySiy popd spnn os0ip ey woL peol 3y WySikep uf
‘SLEYEpURY] JIOW 194 210M sdures  s1opQ) spood dn soid 01 veIsSDE] ‘wadsoxd oy 3e resjou
prenbs oy spresmo} SuipedH spreso} syonn Aduis sa0Ip ‘Tem  Passajoxd OyM TeIJo UBgHg, U0
“SOIgPOOM I2A0SUOTIRIdI3eow  Aq paLajopun ‘s1open ueysiy pres . ‘Sumuiow oY) ur oM Jnoge.
1Y) Payooo sofuurey 70} ysnp SMOPUIMSSI[SSEIS oY} [N 11838 ), LOp Afjensn spres sy [,
sy s1oded sodoxd ywosoyy 3deo  Jo Jno Suusad uatpjmo SunoA pue  “3unyreq Sop e Ajareq qim YU
X3 sofews ueySyy 1mpe o) pasop  ehing 4q UPPIY UOWIOM (L PO ISOWIE SeM S oY |, WIS punore
Sy URISDE] YOTys IOPIOQ 9} P 919M Syony) 2a8ngol o ‘umyumy - s3upfing oy Supren§ Apuoredde
Sprer §p) aU} Uoam}aq 1YSNed 91k JO SPUS PUE SPPO PUe SOPANIGYIM  S1931s ay3 pafoned s1oaydy ueqr
Aoy, “Teyepuey] JO SHESPISII PIud
-3y Joy dn 335 usoq pey sdured

9391s Japun ()9 e Jeyepue)

otoydswimzy fyp ap
punod 03 3nuguco souedres g
S JeqEpUBY] W 510 PIL0NSIp Y

a3 Jo Surqueoq ST 1Soul Y}
JO 2wos Jo 1a31e) A1 ‘AN o1y Oyt
staprodar ufror0y Jo dnoif e popioo
-soueqNe], o) ‘AepsonL, uo e |
slvans oy
vy Supsow sprend weqie], Auo pue

2oeyd U MapIMd € N0 AADI0a[R )

(i 3391s 1opum A € ST “TewQ)
peWUIRYON  UEIMIN  Ioped
swoaxdng s wreqiyey, a1 Jo
proyduons o) ‘reqepuey]
slyuelq  SSANSMV

T€ Y380100 ‘HVHVANYY

WIVSSNH 4VLTVY

"KOALID N[ 2E[3 Y Borur) AU 9ARY 03 JOU WYy}
Pi01 pey Jew() Yefingy Sutdes ‘N paruap 1a3e]

of  eniru oy} ‘Suooul ¢ Jo ruyelg payoeoxd

-de pey ueqygy, o) Je1p spodsl o1am 19

13A05 POISROQ PR — | 191113 AT “S(1 94130 [0O%,, € B9 JO N
o OBV, o3 FUISTIOOE WIS (YA SIOENI00 AU paroaf

-21 00} UBAI[E], PAqQNUS B ‘JoJe] "SWI] JO Y0¥

) e 1 AT Sunp ‘Sunaow v IC] URISpied UY Jopessequy

ueqIey, 2y 4q 1sonbax e umop pourn) ‘ranyerq -

PADY I 35Eq widl  1epyye ‘weisiueySHY o;o>ao SU UBYM PUD
yi0dn, pano|  PeOp B P3YIRaT JUSWUIACS 21NNy UO snsuos

-U00 2WOS oL 01 PIq NI Y3 “HIymueay
"INgE JO you Uy (8 11D

{ w1 shep aarmy} ised oy J0] Sunoaw usaq pey

y T - W podaragpam)  UonEO TeqRL-HUE SY) JO UMD Y3y o

ML VI AP JOsATRoRNdal
[E00] oG AQ pue Sjem qRIy

PO - 3y PUR BIGEIY Ipneg
woy SERmo. ‘squisw Aguey
[B19AS AQ PaSIa SeA UOPE'] RG.

“endson o) e Aeys sty Suumy ¢

- . onensmrwpe s feldsoy =

Steosse fenosssjoid,, patremm

amuuhaméwmmﬁsﬁawg&_
A ‘Teqry] W Tendsoy tesnoury’
o 12 jucwpe. AUpD| SnOLIDS

® 10] pojean Smaq sem uape T g
S[m 4T pue 4 A tamyaq oeid
%00} Apasafe Bunsow oqy,

“KEDO} PR QWS 7T

. Tadedeaou S TR STEHOUI OM)
1saf (Aoualy AsuaBrau] [enus)))
V102 JO {ELIHO e (il Sumoo
® pey uUope] UQ VINVSO

1€ 5380100 ‘Sidvd
HNUNIIV-ISSIU AHISINZA

Joununs siy}
usge i) Jesu
uspeT uiq pia

1) paeaaax osfe ol ‘Suuayies oyy 1oy dn-oun
A} FOUNOULE 03} APEal 210M AS1j} pres unued)
snunx I9ISTUIA] JOLISIUL JURI[Y pue ‘quour
-u13A08 MMy © I9PISU0D 03 (SIIP]? JO [OUNnoo
ruonen) vial vioy 241 Jo SUTHIAUOO SH UT ST

| _ssorfoid Suryeur ST 11 19UM JUOK] IYIONY

spoeidor ) suo o
WOLJ JUSISIP S| q ARUT NGES] Ul JUNHLUIIAOT
Mou ALre e wioi Suowre srea Sulstel ‘peqeure]
5] Y/ SUORENNSUOO 3500 S, UOIUIYSEA, STUI0
-u09 152881 i1 “Asesun st souenye ot ‘Areonnod

ng ‘undaq pey mD 1) pue WAy} HOSMIS] SYTE)
[PASFYB1Y Jetp sIINTY PIoY YDAV ERPAY

IOSTUTA] UBE10.] SIT "SHIEA 1 JRUM JO JLOS 53]

12153 01 1Moqe 5q Aew SoUeNTy 3y ‘AL
“umysed 3gSL oty
ST eyS S 191151M U0 SJUENY S UIIM
SS0USISIIP oI 2194, , A[SnOL3S sn 3ye] jou
[ SUMsed Sy} usH,, ‘POOSEN YeyS peuyy
Iopea] uoiisodd(Q 21941 ) JO 124101q 1P
S1J} ‘pOOSEJA BAYEL PRUNIRYNIN SHUWPE ‘SN
apIsoq UMYsey SUOIS B 3nOyim [ngey] 0103 am
31, 'YRYS JYeZ PRRioN Sury-xa unysed
oty Sunyorq ST I AGMm ST {OIYAA "YIOM 0} Juawr
-uI0A03 MaU € 10} PIeoq Uo Sunyyseq At} dAvy
s )1 smouy pue ‘uel] 4q pauroddns ‘anuads
3} Ul seIRZER] AYS AP pue ALunod ) Jo
1sB-1I0U pue Yuou sy} ul paseq sdnoxd onnpo
yrfer pue yoqz LAuouru oy spuasaidar souer
~[V 9L], “WOY} JSPISUOD 0] I2J0q UAI 3,U0p
SUNJYSEJ STUY)D PIYIXD TYM WY 10] SWIL) )
-} SBY UISINEJ ‘SOMUSUD AUet pajealy Apeare

SBY J1 S8 S0URITY WIDYIION U] SILLIOMSTY ],
*£391008 BRYSTY 9 JO 358 PROL],, R JUS1
-dox 1snu poyeand st 1aadjem Jeq) sadound fe
U9MI3] JuaLraRISe OPIM SEM I PIES [[amod
‘SMOJ[O] JEYM pUE JUSUTUISACS UORIsuRl B 0}

wadsa1yum ﬁﬁ%maugﬁw pnos—jum
weySHy-{e ue 10 ¢ suoneu Surm,, wox sdoon Jo
dn opeu 5u0 “0010) N[} paIew|y-onjq e —3jqe
~freae mou suondo a1} Jo YoM jnoge uorndo
e POULIO] 194 10U PBY 9y PIIIUpE [[9M0]
uessreygyy ueqt
-fer-1s0d € ut ojqe; dey 91} Je S)reM ) SIBIS JO
Ioquinu a1 )1 sajuerens o3 ySnous aq j0u Aew
JoUeHE S 1Y) SIBOJ 31 INg 'SA}eIS PAl[) Iy se
SpIs JUIES Ay UO J[25)1 SPUL MOU PUE ‘SIEak A
10§ weqyey, 3yt ay) SunySy uaaq sey souel)
-V SYL ‘JUSWILISA0S gons AUB JO IO 1Ja[ o [[im
11 1213 SIBQY “QOURI[Y UIYIION ‘URisHeydyy
w uonisoddo urew sueqiel, @ Ing .
dAV Yim mala
-30)u U T pres jjomog m ind 03 3uiod a1,nok
UOTIRNSIITUIPE [IAD JO PUDY 18U pUlyaq 150w
-[€ S2W0 AJjea1 3, "PIITL Orejsy oy ooejdal
0} uasoyd AJLIOYINE [eUONISURL) B AQ PIpLap
aq Loy pnos uelstueysyy W 20x0j Suidasy

-8«&5@%&5&3«:.80&30:ou
-manOuua:mn;mEo«mozEam=o _ -
-mod T1io)) AeIS JO AVIARIDHS S

TE 100 TINGYH/NOLONIHSYM
S3IONIDY

APOQ [euorlsuel} e Sjully [[emod

Apeal

ysowje dn-auij g3l efoj ummo_o:oz_ m:,.,mo:m___e‘ ET Y

‘udoq 03 104 pey uoneurpIo0o Are)
~fIUlI Pres 3y ‘UIY s punold o uo
LM SIAPIOSS(1 02 0 ST Jodnarde
1etj POULIUOD [BINISL) S SYM,
‘sonddnsar Sunya3 jo sueow ou (Im
padden are uow s wMISO(y ‘UM03

a ur padnoi8ar sey weqrey, oy §

MM UeqieL, s jsuteSe dn asu o)
Pioy3u0xns S S0UO Sem Jey) Umo}
oy w suerAR pue sdoon padm
St ‘PE)SUY "UMO} O} UO JAISUSPO
ysox & youney 03 papasu sarddns
pue suodeam 21 paxoe| S3010 SIY

ueydy JUES-[-TEZEN 10) SV
‘TGE3] SPremo) yoreta
03 djqe(reae sdoox 0)‘0T 010008
019/ 219} SUIppe ‘Pres oY SIS
-IN0 SIMP|OS Y3Noud ALY M,
‘Suquuoq asou isn( ‘weysreydyy wr
$3010§ punoIS §) 10§ PISU OU MES
aY pres osfe O} "sAep M9J 1Xau A}
Ul QE3] JO YUOU JMNESSe Ue Youme]
0} Sutredoid a1om Loy smonay
PO} ‘POOSE YerZ pewyy ‘poos
-BJ\l YeyS peunqy Iopesf uonsod

~dQ pajeutssesse JO DYIOI AL,
“poddns reorisi
-0f auerre Suidioy pue sayins Je
10} 5398163 SuneuBisop ‘Soueny oy}
3101 vostey| e Surked are sdooxy
Jequuoo S Y pres OSTE PloJSUITY]
Tngey| pue JueyS-[-Tezejy Supye)
WOIj 20BNy UWISYHON a3 Suu
-Teq SHuUn UeqIE], U0 Pasnoo] a1am
SOYLIS pies [EILJO 20UdJop 10
-35 & ‘urede Aepsony, uQ ‘HoQo jeyl
1sisse pnom souejdrem ueousury
) pue seanoalqo juepodun o
JureyS-T-rezejy pue feydes oy ozs

mmm:_

'\ £

ouo

0} SHOJQ WUBHY UISYUON 1
Pres 3aeq qiog "[lomod Wjo)) 3je1S
10 Areja109G pue ppRJSWITY pleuoc(
ATR)OI00G 20U JO SIUOURUOD
ongnd oy Yum 0USIONIP JWCS
12 T3S OAN) U JO SHIBW 3 ],
« FHEUS-T-EZBIA] U0 IS0 J0U SI0p
PHOM YL, Pres Os[e ‘SYURL] Yim
Sunoaen s1 oym “aousja( Jo Ay
-o10g wesissy Andag “Ao8md
Sre1) [EIWPY Ty ‘9z1s O}
3urkn uaaq ey 0BT UISHON
a1 SOn Ay JO 2o JO Sunyel,
"WEISTHOqZ( ) W Pres SUeL] , Bare
ogads v uo snooy ogads Fumpia
-01d uet} I9yIRL JANETIU 31 Urelol
[T 92 pUe S2ATISIQO MO U0 pasTd
-0 Urewar s am sAes Jey) uots
30D © USYE) 3AvY om puy ‘seoeyd
JO AJ9UIBA B SPIBMO] A0UI 0] SIAT)
-33fqo udredures o poddns o8y
Uz PIOM 31 ISIROUAM POSSIOSID JABY
M, “Aoud gn doy sy 2 usem
ST pres uestreysyy ut udreduwed
Areyia G Y} JO ISPURLINIOD
o ‘sonp amyded djay 03 poddns
pue Suiquioq 210Ul 10§ PAYsL pey
Ko yeryy wiede ples SI9PUBUILIOD
uonrsodd() oy 908 ueqrer,
ap wéﬁoﬁ%é@ pasdrgae pey

o

‘spuy mdj

Suiquioq 24) yontu Moy Ies 10U
SBA )i ‘SpIel JO ABp YIGT 213 UQ

“Aresuadsip o 0) requye],
o Aq pau0osa ‘s1opodal plol yey
-preqQ i . ‘Sunow siyl Og'p 18
[19¥SqUIOq Y I, “§OEH S Ut pamfur,
SeM 9 pres oy 10300p € pres ‘oid
-0ad 17 Fumny ‘reyepuey ur K1000§
JU0SAL)) PY AW JO 5@0&6 4
g sper e umep-21d 911 Jo SUQ

| weideg pue 10 Us.

-soH ‘weborey] Yeqerey u seore
ueqiy, uo squioq xis 0y dn paddorp
sl N pres suodox ‘Aep o
Ul Iarrey "SIaNYEY pRUapIEy 0009
01 dn Po1eIIHIOUOD SARY URAHE], S
QUIYA BATR I} UL SPIRI Ul PIST SEM
7G-d © ouny 351 At sem I] Raey
Jo yuou uny (5 ssurpuoxy ueqr
~[g], UO Spre AABal OM] 1SB3] 8 10
PALLIED 1qUIOQ Z6-€] S[] B ‘UOOUI)
-J AepsSoupap), U0 Ing] 'SUOHAUS S|
pue reyepuey] uo pue suonsod outf
-juox ueqiE], uo sie
JWO031 Ul Pasnooj Sey
1o Buiquioq JyBIaA0
a3 pareds sea INGY

TE Y3F0100 ‘YYHVANYH/INSWH
SIIONIDV

} uorsoddQ =m=wE\,m= Inq anuuod sSuiquiog

L

S ..‘191inq JoAllS OU S 819U, "UeZUWieY mc_su asned m:BES CHTE Ava u:» 40
JUB}SUOD S JeLBYSN Juspisald Yed sjejoaldde Jou soop y skes sn I [11 1)

8 XVASHNHL ® IHTIG MIN
SSIULA 17U L

- =



