w ' A law strikes terror

HE “UGLY” foreigner became a
| reality in Britain this week after
the Government assumed

extraordinary powers to lock up
without trial — and for an indefinite
period — foreign nationals suspected
of terrorism. The first arrests have
already been made, typically in a pre-
dawn swoop, and triggered an angry
reaction with civil rights groups
planning to challenge the new Anti-
Terrorism, Crime and Security Act.

In the meantime, the only hope for
detenus is a right to appeal,
grudgingly agreed by the Government
under strong Opposition pressure,

While the need for tough
measures to fight
terrorism is widely
acknowledged, the
question is how ‘tough’
is ‘tough’. Hasan Suroor
on the heat generated
by Britain’s new
anti-terrorism law.

but the scope of the appeal is likely
to be extremely limited and would be
decided in secret. Even this is seen as
a “‘concession’” to an angry
Opposition which refused to hand
over blanket powers of detention to
the Government. Under the original
proposal, there was to be no appeal
and, as one commentator put it, if it
was allowed to go through it would
have created a system that “‘Stalin’s
secret police chief, Beria, would have
felt pretty comfortable with”.

That, of course, is an exaggeration
but critics remain unconvinced that
the new detention regime will not be
misused. They fear it would make
asylum seekers particularly vulnerable
in the prevailing climate of
xenophobia, and make their life more
difficult than it already is.

The new anti-terrorism law, rushed
through Parliament amid an uproar,

has been denounced by human rights’

activists as a ‘‘draconian” measure
and an attack on civil liberties. They
said the Government was assuming
powers which bore no relation to the
actual threat from terrorism, a
concern which the Home Secretary,
Mr. David Blunkett, dismissed as an
invention of “airy-fairy” civil rights
campaigners. He claimed that Britain
would become a “‘safer” place to live
in as a result of his new law which,
he insisted, struck a balance between
“respecting our civil liberties and
ensuring that they are not exploited
by those who would destroy them.”

The ruling party’s own
backbenchers, however, had strong
reservations, though in the end they
were forced to fall in line. The row
over it coincided with a sharp

criticism of creeping
“authoritarianism” in the ruling party
as one dissident MP, Mr. Paul
Marsden, defected to the Liberal
Democratic Party protesting alleged
attempts to gag dissent, and a Labour
Peer, Lord (Nazir) Ahmed, accused
the Government of tapping his phone
because of his opposition to the war
in Afghanistan.

The Government's detractors
attacked it for “control freakery”
which, they argued, was also reflected
in its anti-terrorism law.

Its passage was preceded by a huge
controversy with the Lords inflicting
a series of humiliating defeats on a
raft of proposals which, they
contended, were completely
unwarranted; and at one stage it
seemed the Government might not
be able to meet its Christmas

" deadline for putting the law on the

statute book. In the end, it bought
peace with a number of concessions
which included dropping a
controversial proposal to make
incitement of religious hatred a
criminal offence, a measure which
had been demanded by Muslims
following the anti-Muslim backlash in
the wake of the September 11
attacks. The move was opposed in
both the Houses of Parliament on the
plea that it was likely to curb even
harmless satire on religion and was
an attack on free speech. Mr.
Blunkett agreed to drop it reluctantly
when it seemed that his entire
package couid be in danger. But
rather ill-humouredly, he said it was
“not a matter for anyone to rejoice.”
Several other proposals, including the
one relating to detention of
foreigners, were diluted before
Parliament agreed to pass the bill.

Passions ran so high that in the
House of Lords, the Liberal
Democrats joined hands with the
Tories to oppose some of the more

extreme proposals. “Itis a
scandalous way to pass a legislation
but given the circumstances the bill
is hugely less dangerous than it was
two weeks ago,” the Liberal
Democrat Home Affairs spokesman,
Mr. Simon Hughes, said after the
Government had been forced to
climb down on a number of issues to
Yet the bill passed.

Mr. Blunkett, who had a difficult
time in both Houses, sought to make
light of his retreat saying: ‘“Coming
from Sheffield, I am familiar with the
old nursery thyme about the Grand
Old Duke of York: I have marched
myself to the top of the hill and I'm
about to march myself back again.”
But, he also warned that people
would ‘“‘never forgive us if we were
engaged at this stage in party
political wrangles.” The immediate
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target is about a dozen alleged
extremists who are wanted by other
countries for alleged terrorist
activities but cannot be deported
under the Human Rights Act which
bars extradition to countries where
they might face death penalty or
persecution. The Government says
that after the September 11 outrage
such people cannot be allowed to
move around freely and it would be
best to lock them up until their cases
are decided. Some of the high-profile
suspects include Abu Qatada,
convicted in Jordan, in absentia, for
allegedly funding a bombing
campaign; and the rabble-rousing
cleric Sheikh Omar Bakri
Muhammed, head of al-Muhajiroun
which claims to recruit British
Muslim youth for “holy wars”.

It is pointed out that the law
deepens the divide between “us” and
“them”, with foreigners being
exposed to the worst end of the stick
— echoing the shoulder-to-shoulder
solidarity with America where the
President, Mr. George W. Bush, too
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has enacted a separate, harsher, law
to deal with rogue foreigners. Even as
the furies are about to be let loose at
suspected foreigners, a British
Muslim has just returned from
Pakistan openly boasting that he
went there to recruit fighters for the
Taliban. The Government is not clear
under which law to book him while
he is reported to be going around
hawking his story to tabloids.

The Government has also come
under attack for trying to acquire
powers to snoop on people’s private
communications such as telephone
calls and e-mails as part of its anti-
terrorism campaign. It has been
forced to dilute some of the more
excessive features of the original
proposal after the Opposition
strongly resisted what it said had all
the trappings of a “fishing

expedition” and, safeguards have
been promised to protect the privacy
of ordinary people. But fears over

how exactly this power would be
exercised remain.

While the need for tough measures
to fight terrorism is widely
acknowledged, the question is: how
“tough” is “tough”. There is a view
even among the gung-ho Tory
frontbenchers that Mr, Blunkett's
shopping list is too ambitious, and
loaded with stuff that is not
necessarily needed to deter terrorists.
Mr. Blunkett, whose iron-fisted
approach has drawn flak within his
own party, is seen to be using the
post-September 11 panic to stretch
the tentacles of the state to
dangerous limits. Eventually,
Parliament may have approved his
measures but he has not émerged
from it entirely unscathed. The ne
law remains deeply unpopular, ar
for “‘evidence” there is The Tims
cartoon in which a character is,
wishing for a “new Home Sey/
as a Christmas gift.
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approves

anti-terror law

FROM DOMINIC EVANS \/\ -
London, Dec. 14 (Reuters):
Britain’s parliament approved
emergency anti-terror law early
today to give police tough new
powers to detain and monitor
suspects and counter threats
such as the September 11 attacks
inthe US.

In a last-minute compromise,
Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
Labour government dropped a
controversial clause that would
have made incitement to reli-
gious hatred a criminal offence.

The shift allowed the Anti-
Terrorism, Crime and Security
Bill to pass, handing sweeping
powers to Blair as he arrived at a
European Union summit in Bel-
gium where leaders were to re-
view plans to counter terrorist
threats.

The bill gives police and au-
thorities many more powers to
tackle terrorist suspects and
sweeps aside a centuries-old
principle of the right to trial by
allowing police to detain foreign-
ers only on suspicion they are in-
volved in terrorism.

“We now have some of the
toughest anti-terrorist legisla-
tion in the world, and as a result
the authorities now have the
powers to tackle the serious ter-
rorist threat that we face,”
Blair’s official spokesman said.

He said the Rrime Minister

as delighted to have the bill on
the statute book. \It is a major
breakthrough in‘ the fight
against terrorism,” he told re-
porters. The US passed a similar
bill in October. The US Patriot
Actboosts authorities’ powers to
detain immigrants, bug commu-
nications and stop money laun-
dering. -

Both measures have prompt-
ed protests from civil liberties
groups who fear the emergency
powers will infringe basic
human rights and may encour-
age anti-foreigner sentiment.

Liberty, a leading human
rights group, said the British bill
undermined “basic principles of
justice and freedom”. The US
measure drew fire from the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

- “(Parliament) considers that
the US Patriot Act, which dis-
criminates against non-US citi-
zens...(is) contrary to the prinei-
ples (of human rights),” it said
this week.

Officials say the detention
without trial powers are aimed
at a handful of people in Britain
seen as a security threat but who
cannot be sent home because
they could face the death penalty
in their own countries.

The government was deter-
mined to have the legislation in
place by the end of 2001. / '
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A8, UK. rift widens -

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, DEC. 11. The British-U.S. “solidarity”’ showed
some more chinks, observers noted today, as Bri-
tain’s Defence Chief, Sir Michael Boyce, strongly op-
posed American moves to broaden the war against
terrorism beyond Afghanlstan saying “we cannot be
all- smgmg, all dancmg and London must lay down
clear “red lines” beyond which it would not go.

His remarks, in a speech to the Royal United Ser-
vices Institute on Monday, came amid reports that
U.S. was preparing to target Somalia as part of a
“plan” to extend its military campaign to other
countries which it suspects of habouring terrorists.
‘“We will have to decide soon whether we make a
commitment to the broader campaign—in other
words, widening the war or make longer commit-
ment to Afghanistan,” he said intensifying specula-
tion that despite official denials there were
differences between London and Washington over
the limits of the present campaign.

British leaders, from the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair downwards, have consistently maintained that
the current military action, prompted by the Sep-
tember 11 outrage, is limited to Afghanistan and the

coalition has no mandate to widen its scope. There is
concern here that increasingly hardliners in Penta-
gon are reported to be pressing the President, Mr.
George Bush, to have a go at other “rogue’’ States as
well while the iron is still hot.

The resentment at America’s “Big Brother” atti-
tude was also reflected in the reaction to the way
Britain’s offer to lead a multinational peacekeeping
force in Afghanistan was announced today. In what
was seen as the most public demonstration yet of
who really is the boss in the coalition, the announce-
ment was made by the U.S. Secretary of State, Mr.
Colin Powell, during a visit here, and not by the
British Government.

Mr. Powell, who arrived here this morning for talks
with Mr. Blair, said he was ‘‘pleased’ that Britain was
willing to lead the force. Mr. Blair later joined him in
a sombre ceremony at 10, Downing Street to mark
three months of the terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington. Anything upto 3,000 British troops are
expected to join the multinational “stabilisation”
force even as, despite Sir Michael’s warning, spec-
ulation continued over Britain’s response to any U.S.
request for its assistance to go beyond Afghanistan.
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' LONDON, Nov. 26. — The British
| government today faced fierce op-
. position to its plans for new anti-
" terror legislation that will sweep
i aside the centuries-old principle
of the right to a trial.
| Drawn up in response to the
11 September attacks in the
" USA, the legislation - which
was to be voted on in the House
of Commons later in the day —
has sparked bitter criticism
from human rights groups and
prompted a rebellion by the
government’s own members of
Parliament.
The Bill will allow the home
secretary (interior minister),
Mr David Blunkett, to order
foreigners suspected of involve-
ment in terrorism to be de-
tained without trial, which civ-
. il rights groups say would un-
. dermine the basic principles of
justice and freedom.
i The Prime Minister, Mr Tony
Blair, commands a massive
167-seat majority in the 659-
seat House of Commons, mean-
ing Mr Blunkett is likely to be
able to push the Bill through

, anyway.

nti-terror legislation

UK govi
draws flak

But in a signal of the strength
of feeling against the Bill, 32 of
Mr Blair’s own Labour MPs re-
belled and voted against key
parts of the legislation last
Wednesday.

Three of the rebels were for-
mer “Labour ministers and the
revolt was the biggest since Mr
Blair’s Labour Party won re-
election in June.

Both the Liberal Democrats
and the Conservatives say
their members in the House of
Lords will raise serious objec-
tions to the Bill whet it reaches
the upper chamber for final ap-
proval. But while they could
cause some delay, they would
be unable to prevent it becom-
ing law.

Under the proposals the gov-
ernment could invoke a clause
in European law that allows
parts of the European Conven-
tion on Human rights - to
which Britain is a signatory ~
to be set aside in times of pub-
lic emergency.

Mr Blunkett says the 11 Sep-
tember attacks and their conse-
quences amount to such an
emergency.
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@ By Hasan Suroor \,ﬁ\@

LONDON, NOV. 24. The British Gov-
ernment is facing contradictory
pressures in its fight against terror
with the hawks pressing for
tougher action against suspected
terrorists, and the moderates, in-
cluding many within its own
ranks, accusing it of using terror-
ism as a pretext to assume repres-
sive powers.

The hardliners stepped up their
| campaign today after The Times
claimed that it had unearthed the
“most damning” evidence so far
linking three U.K.-based alleged
associates of Osama bin Laden
with the 1998 bombings of U.S.
Embassies in Tanzania and Ke-
nya. The men — one Saudi and
two Egyptians — are wanted in
America for their alleged involve-
ment in the bombings but be-
cause of Britain’s complicated
extradition procedure they have
managed to escape deportation.
They are beneficiaries of the same
law that allowed the Chilean dic-
tator, Gen. Augusto Pinochet, to
escape extradition to Spain for his
alleged crimes against that coun-

try.

/ Blair Govt. in a fix over ant|-

In a front-page splash, The
Times claimed that the new “evi-
dence” showed that Ibrahim Ei-
darous, Adel Abdelbarry and
Khalid al-Fawwaz were part of Bin
Laden’s British cell, masquerad-
ing as the London-based Advice
and Reformation Committee
(ARC). “The most damning docu-
ment is a fax claiming responsib-
ility for the (1998) atrocities,” it
said alleging that the fax was sent
to Eidarous and Abdelbarry a few
hours before the bombs exploded
and bore fingerprints of the two
men. The newspaper reproduced
what it claimed was a copy of the
fax, written in Arabic. It also pub-
lished a resolution “signed” by
Bin Laden appointing Khalid al-
Fawwaz director of ARC, and ar-
gued that the documents streng-
thened the case against the three
men whose appeal against extra-
dition is to be decided by the
House of Lords shortly.

The “revelation” came amid re-
ports that the Government might
put off its new extradition legisla-
tion until the next year and even
when enacted might not apply
retrospectively to cover cases
such as those of Eidarous, Abde-

Shadow Home Secretary, Mr. Ol-
iver Letwin, insisted that the pro-
posed legislation be speeded up
and made “retrospective to cover
suspects already being held”.
Hardliners accused the Govern-
ment of buckling under pressure
from its own MPs and “back-
tracking” on its promise to make
extradition of suspected terrorists
easier. They quoted the Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair state-
ment after the September 11 out-
rage declaring that: “We cannot
have a situation in which it takes
years to extradite people.”

The Home Secretary, Mr. David
Blunkett, who is facing flak from
party backbenchers for ‘steam-
rolling” civil liberties in the name
of fighting terrorism, was today
confronted with the classical di-
lemma of ‘‘damned if you do, and
damned if you don’t” as he came
under pressure to stick to the
Government’s original proposals
on fast-track extradition. “If Mr.
Blunkett will not act, Mr. Blair
must. Politicians cannot abdicate
to judges decisions that a foreign-
er’s presence ‘is not conducive to
national interest’. Sanity must re-

to the extradition law,” The
imes said in a screaming edito-

eanwhile, more Labour dis-
sidents joined the rebellion
against the proposal to detain
without trial foreign nationals
suspected of terrorist activity. Re-
ports quoted unnamed ‘“‘Minis-
ters” as saying that the
Government was “over-reaching”
itself, and assuming powers
which had nothing to do with
fighting terrorism. “Chunks of
this Bill make me deeply uneasy.
They amount to dramatic exten-
sions of police powers to intrude
into the privacy of individuals and
they have nothing to do with the
war against terrorism,” The Daily
Telegraph quoted a Minister as
saying.

Thirty-two Labour MPs have al-
ready voted against some of the
proposals during the initial read-
ing of the Bill in the Commons in
what has been described as the
“biggest” backbenchers’ revolt.
Mr. Blunkett’s bid to buy peace by
announcing some concessions
has not satisfied the bulk of the
rebels, and more ‘“bloodletting”

on the issue is expected. /

/



49 Jack Straw, Musharraf
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X\() By B. Muralidhar Reddy (4 | 1]

ISLAMABAD, NoV. 23 The British Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Jack Straw, said today that the coalition force9 in
Afghanistan understood “the potential humanitar-
ian disaster that is possible in Kunduz.” He said this
during a press conference here after meeting the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, in re-
sponse to a question about the possible massacre of
7,000 persons holed up in Kunduz province.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
who was present, said that when several of the
Northern Alliance commanders who had once sided
with the former Soviet Union could be forgiven, the
same yardstick could be applied to generals previ-
ously associated with the Taliban militia.

Mr. Sattar emphasised that Pakistan's use of the
word ‘moderate Taliban’ had been misunderstood.
He said Islamabad only wanted was accommodation
of all the Afghan elements willing to support the U.N.
resolutions.

The position of the U.S.-led coalition is that even if
the present and former pro-Taliban fighters are will-
ing to surrender, they should not be given a safe
passage pending a detailed investigation about their
antecedents. The coalition spokesman has been
maintaining in the last two days that the fighters
should surrender to the Alliance forces. The idea is to
take them into custody and hold the investigations
about their antecedents.

Pakistan seems to be worried over the prospect of
detention of those willing to surrender as a signif-
icant number of them are believed to be Pakistanis.
If it turns out to be true, it could cause serious em-
barrassment to Islamabad besides posing problems
on the domestic front.

Mr. Straw, to a question on the opposition by the
Alliance to the presence of British troops inside Af-
ghanistan, said he discussed the subject with the
Alliance Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdullahi Abdullah; in
Teheran on Thwsday. ‘“He told me they have no
objection in principle to the presence of our troops
in Afghanistan but they wish to be consulted before
we take a decision on the subject.”

Mr. Straw arrived here on Thursday night from

’\\discuss new Afghan set-up

Iran on the second leg of a diplomatic mission to
promote a broad-based Government in Afghanistan.
He also met the U.N. envoy to Afghanistan, Mr. Fran-
cesc Vendrell. During his talks with Gen. Musharraf
and others, Mr. Straw also discussed the coming
conference of Afghan factions in Bonn, Germany,
aimed at paving the way for a new Government in
Afghanistan. He was hopeful that the process could
be completed soon.

To a question on the list of Afghans taking part in
the Bonn conference, Mr. Sattar said that ‘“‘new
forces are rising. We hope and pray the conference
would be a success. May be at a future date there
could be revisions and additions to the list. The idea
should be to promote a truly representative Govern-
ment in Afghanistan”.

Later, Mr. Sattar told presspersons at the U.S. coa-
lition information centre, Mr. Straw was all praise for
the Alliance and hoped for the emergence of nation-
al unity among various Afghan factions at Bonn. He
said he was impressed with the meetings of some of
the key representatives in the region.

“My conclusion is that there is wide consensus of
genuine commitment to a political process that be-
gins in Bonn under U.N. auspices next week. I have
been profoundly impressed by the determination of
all those who may represent to do their best to sink
their differences in the wider interest of stability and
the security of the whole region,” he said.

To a question he said the Pashtuns’ participation

in the future Afghan Government may be 35 to 50 per
cent.

Meet postponed by a day

UNITED NATIONS, NoV. 23. The Bonn meeting of Afghan
factions, convened by the U.N. to start a political

- process, would begin on Tuesday. instead of Mon-

day. This would give time to participants for bilateral
discussions on Monday.

The U.N. said it is too early to give the number or
names of participants but they should be available
over the weekend. — PTI
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PHILIP WEBSTER, ROGER BOYES, LEA
PATERSON & ANDREW PIERCE
THE TIMES, LONDON

LONDON, Nov. 21. — Mr Tony

Blair fuelled government de-
bate over the euro yesterday by
declaring that Britain’s destiny
lay as a full partner in a more
closely integrated Europe.

In remarks that again under-
lined his enthusiasm for euro
membership, the Prime Minis-
ter said that for Britain to com-
mit to Europe areused deep
passions, but the difficulties
had to be overcome and it would
be “backward and self-defeatin-
g” for Britain to isolate itself.

After renewed claims of ten-
sion between Mr Blair and Mr
Gordon Brown over the issue,
the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
provided valuable ammunition
to those such as the chancellor
who are urging caution. The
OECD predicted that the UK
would outperform almost every
euro-zone country this year and
next, and warned that the pros-
pects of imminent recovery in
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Germany were slim.
Growth in Britain is set to be

2:3 per cent this year and 1.7 per

cent next, the OECD said, com-
pared with an average for the
euro-zone of 1.8 per cent in 2001
and 1.4 per cent in 2002. Mr

Blair and Mr Brown have denied ?

any rift on the euro and the
Prime Minister, during his
speech to the German Social
Democratic Party conference,
stuck to the line that entry
would happen only if the eco-

nomic tests were met. But in re-

cent speeches, expected to be re-
peated in Birmingham on Fri-
day, he has shown keenness to
join if the terms are right, de-

spite polls suggesting that public -

enthusiasm continues to wane.
Poll data to be published today
found that only 22 per cent of
the public wants to join the sin-
gle currency, with 61 per cent
opposed. More alarming for Mr
Blair is the fall in support for
monetary union among Labour
Party voters; the survey, for the
No Campaign, found that the
number who wanted to stay in
the EU and keep the pound had
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Mr Teny Blair

risen from 50 to 56 per cent over
12 months.

Mr Blair told the Labour con-
ference that the government
had to be brave enough to go for
a referendum in this Parlia-
ment if the conditions were
met. In Nuremberg yesterday,
he said: “Britain under new La-
bour leadership wants to be a
full partner with Germany and

others in the development of
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the European Union. This is
our true destiny.” He went fur-
ther than before on political un-
ion, saying the EU’s political
dimension had been a difficult
issue for British governments
“until Labour was elected in
1997, .

He said the party “has no hes-
itation in viewing the develop-
ment of European cc-operation
and integration as having ma-

" jor political benefits”.

Mr Blair restated his support
for the development of the Eu-
ropean rapid reaction force for
peacekeeping activities, de-
nounced by critics as an embry-
onic Euro-army. He said: “We
need more than ever a mean-
ingful European security and
defence identity, fully compati-
ble with Nato, but able to act
where the Americans decide
not to be involved, but where
Eux”ope has a clear responsibil-
ity.” .

Mr Blair used the Nuremberg
trip to support Mr Gerhard
Schroeder in his attempt to
persuade Germany’s nervous

Social Democrats to play a mili-

\_"mau o
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tary part in the Afghan cam-
paign. “Cerhard is leading Ger-
many where Germany has to
go,” Mr Blair told the Nurem-
berg party congress.

Before he arrived, 120 out of
some 500 delegates backed a
resolution calling for an end to
the use of cluster bombs or car-
pet bombing. The revolt against
the war was not serious enough
to force a change of policy on
the Chancellor — who has just
won a confidence vote in Parlia-
ment — but it reminded him,
nonetheless, that the popular
and party mood could turn
against him,

At the weekend the Greens,
the Chancellor's junior coali-
tion partner, are expected to
express themselves even more
fiercely against the continua-
tion of the Afghan campaign.
Riding to the rescue yesterday,
Mr Blair emphasised the need
to rebuild Afghanistan - a
point taken by delegates who
had just heard of plans to stage
a power-broking conferen
with UN and Afghan
cians in Berlin.




~"U.K. Minister atta

By Hasan Suroor \}/\i‘

LONDON, NOV. 22. The British Gov-
ernment was today trying to put a
lid on the growing tensions be-
tween London and Washington
over Afghanistan after a senior
Cabinet Minister attacked the
U.S. for neglecting the humani-
tarian crisis in the region, and
held the “hawks” in the Pentagon
responsible for the delay in de-
ploying ground forces which
would have helped with aid ef-
forts.

Six thousand British troops,
part of a “stabilisation” force,
have been on a stand-by for days

~and even as Britain is keen that
they go in immediately, the U.S. is
reported to be more focussed on
its military objectives in Afghan-
istan. It is stated that they cannot
go until the U.S. Commander,
Gen. Tommy Franks, gives the go-
ahead, but he is reported to be in
no hurry.

Meanwhile, here what started
off as hush-hush criticism of
Washington has erupted into a
public row with Ms Clare Short,
the Secretary of State for Interna-
tional Development and a mem-

ber of the Prlme lmster, Mr
Tony Blair's “War Cabinet”,
grily wagging her finger at Amer—
ica. “As everyone knows, we and
the French were ready to go, and
others to be there briefly while or-
der is established and the new
government is established and
there has been a delay and that is
regrettable,” she said on BBC Ra-
dio 4 on Wednesday agreeing that
there were “hawks’ in Washing-
ton whose priorities in Afghanis-
tan were different from those of
Britain. She warned of “terrible”
suffering if there was a “lot of dis-
order” and a big delay in sending
troops.

Ms Short, the first senior Minis-
ter to break ranks with the Gov-
ernment on the issue, followed up
her radio outburst with an angry
statement in the Commons later.
Dismissing the food packets air-
dropped by Americans as measly
“jam and crackers and peanut
butter”, she said: “We need
troops on the ground to have or-
der so that the new government
can take over and so that human-
itarian effort can go on.”

This was the second time in two

gks ¢

day that s e publicly attacked
the U.S. approach and although
Downing ¥treet sought to play
down her remarks, commentators
noted that there was tacit ac-
knowledgement of the burden of
her argument. “Significantly,
there was no attempt to deny the
overall thrust of her comments
that Britain was anxious to see the
deployment of a stabilisation
force as quickly as possible in
support of humanitarian relief,”
The Daily Telegraph pointed out.

There was speculation that this
could well have been a “‘com-
mand performance” by the out-
spoken Ms Short, given the fact
that the Government is known to
be extremely frustrated with the
slow pace of ‘‘nation-building”
efforts.

The Guardian found it note-
worthy that there was “little at-
tempt to slap her down” even as
Mr Blair denied a rift with Wash-
ington and insisted that the two
countries were in ‘“‘complete
agreement’”’ over their aims in Af-
ghanistan. The U.S. ambassador
in London, Mr. William Farrish,
held discussions at Downing

wks’ inf

Pentagon

Street amid suggestions that the
“strains in the trans-Atlantic alli-
ance would have featured on the
agenda’”, The Independent said.

The row has been brewing for a
week, starting with objections
from Northern Alliance to the de-
ployment of foreign troops in Af-
ghanistan.

Increasingly, however, it seems
that Americans ‘are quietly going
along with the Alliance on the is-
sue because, as The Guardian put
it, the “U.S. does not want any
distractions from the action
against bin Laden in southern Af-
ghanistan...It also does not want
to irritate the Northern Alliance”
by opposing it publicly.

Reports suggest that some in
the British defence establishment
are also lukewarm to the idea of
rushing in troops to the war theat-
re until conditions become safe
for relief operations. It is believed
that the British contingent on
stand- by might form part of a
multinational force which would
hold the fort until the U.N. is able
to put together an all-Muslim

peace- keeping operation. /
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BRITAIN / ANTI-TERRORISM MEASURES

Emergency Bill
creates a furore

\fb \3 Hasan Suroor \,\}V\

LONDPN, Nov. 12. The British Gov-
ernment today prepared to as-
sume’ extraordinary powers to
detain suspected foreign terror-
ists indefinitely without trial, but
the move provoked fury as Labour
Party’s own MPs joined civil
rights groups to attack it.

This is the first time since the
September 11 outrage that an an-
ti-terrorism measure has come
under such sharp attack with legal
opinion uncertain if the proposed
“emergency’’ law would survive a
challenge in court.

The veteran Labour leader, Mr.
Tony Benn, accused the Govern-
ment of using terrorism as an ‘‘ex-
cuse” to impose “authoritarian”
laws, while another party MP and
former Minister, Mr. Mark Fisher,
questioned the need for such a
draconian measure saying the
public would need “a great deal
of convincing”. He expected
cross-party opposition to the
move, when it is debated in the
Commons next week.

The Liberal Democrat leader,
Mr. Charles Kennedy, who has
consistently supported the crack-
down on terrorism, was furious
that the Government was exceed-
ing its brief. He said his party
would resist any attempt to cur-
tail civil liberties in the name of
fighting terror. The Government,
he alleged, was using the anti-ter-
ror campaign as a ‘“cover” to in-
troduce repressive laws. Even the
Tory leader, Mr. Ian Duncan
Smith, whose aggressive defence
of the Government’s anti-terror-
ism campaign has often made
him seem like a member of the
Treasury, was cautious saying he
supported it “in principle”. In the
long- term, he suggested, Britain
should get over the legal hurdle
which prevents it from deporting
suspected terrorists to America
because of the death penalty in
some American States.

Civil rights groups threatened
to challenge the proposed law de-
nouncing it as a “violation” of
fundamental rights. “The situa-
tion in the U.K. does not warrant
such an extreme attack on a his-
toric core principle of British jus-
tice,” said Mr. John Wadham,
director of Liberty, a leading hu-
man rights body. A prominent le-
gal expert, who has represented

the Government n the past, was
quoted as saying/it was “open to
considerable doubt” whether Bri-
tain was facing an emergency sit-
uation to warrant such a law.

The Home Secretary, Mr. David
Blunkett, who unveiled the new
detention plans in the Commons
today, was unfazed and dismissed
his critics as ‘“‘airy fairy” libertar-
ians. “We could live in a world
which is airy fairy, libertarian
where everybody does precisely
what they like and we believe the
best of everybody and then they
destroy us. That isn’t the world,
regrettably, we live in,”” he told a
TV interviewer. About fears that a
large number of innocent people

might end up in jail, he retorted: :

“I don’t give a damn whether it’s
one, a dozen or 20 — the impor-
tant thing is that they don’t put

our lives at risk or enable others to |

put people’s lives at risk else- |

where.” He pointed out that civil
liberties must be balanced against
the need to protect human lives
from terrorism.

Mr. Blunkett introduced an or-
der seeking Parliament’s approval
for the Government's move to opt
out of Article 5 of the European
Convention on Human Rights
which bars detention without
trial. This would pave the way for
the Emergency (Anti-Terror) Bill
which, among other things, em-
powers the Government to detain
without trial for up to six months
any foreign national suspected of
terrorist activity. However, they
would have a right to appeal. The
Government’s argument is that
Britain faces an ‘‘emergency
threatening the life of the nation”
and hence the need to lock up
people who are seen to pose a
threat, but cannot be deported to
their own countries.

“The law will be used against
people who claim asylum know-
ing that they cannot be deported
because they come from a coun-
try where they would be killed or
tortured if returned,” The Daily
Telegraph said. A number of
prominent Muslim leaders, other-
wise supportive of the crackdown
on terrorists, have given a mem-
orandum to Mr. Blunkett express-
ing concern that the new powers
might be used to harass innocent
Muslims because of the prevalhng
anti-Islamic backlash. /
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LONDON Nov. 11. - The rit-
ish government will tomorkow
seek emergency powers perntit-

REUTERS

ting the indefinite detention of |

foreigners suspected of terror-
ism, in its latest move to tight-
en security after the September
11 WTC attacks.

The controversial plan, which

| involves opting out of part of |
| the European Human Rights

Convention, was immediately
criticised by a leading human
rights advocate.

Interior Minister Mr David
Blunkett will put an order be-
fore Parliament tomorrow say-
ing that events following the
September 11 attacks are
threatening the life of the na-
tion, a Interior
spokesman said today.

By effectively declaring a state §

of emergency, he can invoke a
clause in European law that al-
lows Britain to opt out of parts
of the European Convention on
Human Rights - in this case a
clause covering the deportation
of foreign terrorist suspects.
The order in Parliament is the
first stage of a process that will
give Britain the opt-out power
within weeks, the spokesman
said.

Mr John Wadham, a promi-
nent - human rights advocate,
condemned the plan as a viola-
tion of the rule of law and the
rights of Britons.

“The government is bringing

Ministry

Thai women prepare for a prayer in Bangkok on Sunday. Some 20,000 held a mass prayer for peace after their
leaders demanded an end to bombing in Afghanistan during Ramzan. — AP/PTI

back internment”, he told the
BBC, adding that “no govern-
ment should be abandoning the
Convention, even in these cir-
cumstances.” Internment with-
out trial was used against sus-
pected IRA activists fighting
against British rule in North-
ern Ireland, but this will be the
first time Britain will be using
it since signing the European
Human Rights Convention.

Article 15 of the convention

says: “In time of war or other
public emergency threatening
the life of the nation, any High
Contracting Party may take
measures derogating from its
obligations under this Conven-
tion.” The spokesman said the
order being put before Parlia-
ment on Monday will “seek ap-
proval for a limited derogation
from article 5 of the European
Convention. on Human Rights.”

suspects to be held without
charge for a maximum of seven
days. Clearly, Mr Blunkett
wants powers of indefinite de-
tention of foreigners suspected
of involvement in terrorism.

At present, human rights laws
mean that foreigners suspected
of crimes abroad cannot be de-
tained in Britain if there is no
immediate prospect of their be-

+ ing sent back to their country of

Bntam s Terrorism Act atllows ongm
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" More anthrax
traces in US
Senate building

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

WASHINGTON, Nov. 11. —
Traces of anthrax have been
found in the offices of three US
senators who share an office
building with Senate Demo-
cratic Majority Leader Mr
Thomas Daschle, who received
an anthrax-laced letter last
month, authorities have said.
Environmental sampling in
the Hart Senate Office Build-
ing revealed traces of an-
thrax in the offices of Califor-
nia Senator Mr Dianne Fein-
stein, Idaho Senator Mr Lar-
ry Craig and Florida Senator
Mr Bob Graham, a police offi-
cer said yesterday.

More sampling was under-
way late yesterday, along the
path which the anthrax-con-
taminated letter might have
taken in the building, he
said. But an earlier plan to
use chlorine dioxide gas to
disinfect the building and re-
open it on“Tuesday has been
abandoned, he said.

Mr Daschle’s office received
an anthrax-laced letter on 15
October, leading to hundreds
of workers getting tested for
the bacteria.

UK seeks emergency powers




1 ™ Blair talks tough, off to U.S.

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, NoV. 7. The British Prime Ministe), Mr.
Tony Blair, left for Washington on Wednesgday,
talking tough but acknowledging concerny in
the Arab world over the continued bombing in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Blair, who would have his second meet-
ing with the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, since the start of the military action,
ruled out any compromise with the Taliban
saying: “You don’t negotiate with that kind.
You just defeat them.”

His remarks, in an interview to CNN’s “‘Lar-
ry King Live”, in which he said the Taliban had
“virtually merged” with Osama bin Laden’s

Al-Qaeda network and the only way to deal -

with it was to “eliminate it"” were described as
his toughest so far in relation to the Taliban.

. Observers noted that Mr Blair’s attack came a
day before his meeting with the Pakistani
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who be-
lieves that there are “moderates” among the
Taliban and favours a role for them in a future
government in Kabul.

Even as Mr Blair insisted that there were no
quick fixes, three Labour peers including a for-
mer Defence Secretary, Lord Healey, called for
a pause in bombing and warned that there
was risk to the stability of the present regimes
in Islamabad, Riyadh and Cairo from the

| growing anti-war sentiment in Pakistan and
! the Arab region. They urged him to persuade
Mr. Bush to stop the bombing.

Mr. Blair wanted critics to be more patient
saying: ‘‘People want very quick results. And
people are obviously concerned because there
is no easy way of fighting a war. ...I think we’ve
just got to explain patiently to the people: Yes,
it can take time, but it’s necessary to do so.”

Commentators said he was keen to dispel
the view that it was essentially America’s war

Tony Blair

in which Britain had got itself bogged down.
He said he was under no illusion that the is-

sues at stake involved “all of us” and claimed
that the coalition remained ‘‘remarkably
strong He also praised Mr. Bush’s ‘“‘magnif-
icent” handling of the crisis.

The concerns in the Arab world were likely
to dominate his discussions with Mr. Bush.
Analysts pointed out that his recent diplomat-
ic missions to West Asia had left him in no

doubt that the Arab world would contirtue to.

be suspicious of Western motives unless the
U.S. was seen to be even-handed in its ap-
proach to the Palestinian issue. Mr. Blair ad-
mitted in his CNN interview that the West
needed to “recast” its relations with some of
the Arab and Muslim world. “We have also got
to address issues like the Middle East peace
process which is the context for the way the
Arab world views this campaign,” he said.
Mr. Blair was expected to impress upon Mr.
Bush the urgency for a new peace initiative in

West Asia. Another issue, likely to figure in the
talks, included the growing concern over the
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. Several
European emissaries who have just returned
from the region are believed to have warned
that a rise in civilian casualties and a wors-
ening food situation could affect the level of
public support in Europe for the war. Mr. Blair
was expected to convey to Mr. Bush the views
of European allies who attended a “mini sum-
mit” at Downing Street on Sunday.

Meanwhile, Britain’s non-stop diplomacy to
defend the military action in Afghanistan and
assure the Muslim world that it is not a war on
Islam was joined by the Queen. In her first
public comment on the war, she said it was
“not a conflict between Islam and the West,
but rather between decent people of all faiths
and terrorism...” She justified the campaign
by quoting Edmund Burke that the “only thing
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good
men to do nothing.”

Speaking at a banquet for King Abdullah of
Jordan, she sought to woo Muslim opinion by
underlining the “contribution” of the Muslim
community to Britain and condemning the
racist tendencies in the country.

King Abdullah, who would meet Mr. Blair
tomorrow after the latter returns from Wash-
ington, promised his country’s “full part” in
countering terrorism and praised Britain for
so emphatically decrying attempts to portray
it as a “battle between Islam and the West".

Commentators contrasted his declaration of
apparently unqualified support for the U.S.-
led coalition with the widespread restlessness
in the Arab world over the Anglo-American
tactics in Afghanistan. The King, however, did
stick with fellow Arab rulers in stressing his
country’s concern over the Palestinian issue
and called for a fair and just setﬂemey*

/
o |




BLAIR IN WEST ASIA / SHARON REITERATES STAND ON VIOLENCE

W

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), NOV. 1. The British Prime
Minister, M{. Tony Blair, continuing on his
West Asia shiittle, met his Israeli counterpart,
Mr. Ariel Shaton, today and was scheduled to
meet the Palebtinian Authority President, Mr.
Yasser Arafat later. Mr. Blair, who has repeat-
edly spoken of the “Two-State solution” to the
Palestine-Israel dispute in recent days, has
stressed on the need for a ceasefire at this
juncture. An enduring ceasefire, however, ap-
pears elusive with Israel continuing its policy
of assassinating Palestinian militants and Mr.
Sharon setting near impossible standards for
the Palestinians to meet.

The British Prime Minister has visited Syria,
Saudi Arabia and Jordan in the course of this
tour. At every stop, he has been lectured on
the need to arrive at a just solution to the
Palestine-Israel problem if global terrorism is
to be uprooted. The Arab leaders also told Mr.
Blair, who is seen in West Asia as little more
than a special envoy of the U.S. President, that
the West must realise that there is a distinction
between terrorism and militancy in favour of
the Palestinian cause. Today in Jerusalem, Mr.
Blair was confronted with the other side of the
story wherein Israel sought to convince him
that the offer of any concessions to the Pal-
estinians before the violence was ended would
be tantamount to a surrender before terror-
ism.

Mr. Blair has been trying to square off the
equation by talking of the basic points on
which a solution to the dispute must be fixed.
For any solution to be just and lasting it is
necessary that Israel’s security be assured but
at the same time it is also necessary that the
Palestinians be assured of just and equal treat-
ment and that they have a State of their own.
At a joint press conference with Mr. Sharon
today, Mr. Blair pointed out that even if the
two sides continued to fight each other for
many more years they would eventually have
to revert to the same fixed positions if they
were to have a lasting solution. But before the

British PM calls

THE GAP REMAINS?: The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, (Left) Is greeted by

s

Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Abdullah in Rilyadh on Wednesday. — AFP

substantial issues can be taken up, Mr. Blair
pointed out, there was a need to end the cur-
rent circle of violence through the implemen-
tation of the Mitchell and Tenet plans.

Mr. Sharon too reiterated a line he has

-adopted of late that he is prepared to make

even “painful concessions” if the Palestinians
put a complete end to violence. However, he
has refused to give any pledge on the time-
frame within which Israel is likely to withdraw
from four West Bank towns which its army has
re-invaded, let alone mention the future status
of the Jewish settlements. Although the Pal-
estinian Authority has issued orders that fire is
not to be directed at Israelis even when the

Israeli side shoots first, it is very unlikely that
the Palestinian militant groups will remain
quiet under conditions of occupation.

However, Mr. Sharon wants even more. He
wants the PA to quell all forms of incitement
as well. His demand is understandable if it was
confined to anti-Israel propaganda aired over
the Authority-owned radio and TV, or even
media controlled by Palestinian opposition
groups. But Israel has often spoken in the past
of the incitement contained. in school text-
books which cannot obviously be changed in a

hurry. Unless Israel clarifies what it means by,

incitement this looks like an open-ended ey’
cuse not to talk to the Palestinians. ‘
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Blair praises

ﬁ Musharraf
@ %or support

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, NOV. 8. The Pakistani Pres-
ident, Gen. Parvez Musharraf,
swept in and out of Downing
Street this evening after a breezy
but reportedly positive meeting
with the British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair — their second
since the start of military action in
Afghanistan.

Gen. Musharraf, who arrived
here from Paris on his way to New
York to attend the U.N. General
Assembly, was concerned over
the non-stop bombing and was
believed to have underlined the
political risks that a protracted
conflict, resulting in a large num-
ber of civilian casualties, posed
for him. While Britain is sympa-
thetic to his and other Muslim
leaders’ demand for a pause dur-
ing Ramadan, Washington has
taken a hardline stance though
one report today indicated that a
“symbolic pause” at the start of
Ramadan was “likely”,

As during their previous meet-
ing when Gen. Musharraf played
host to Mr. Blair in Islamabad, the
talks today focussed on Pakistan’s
role as a “frontline” State in the
U.S.-led coalition’s offensive
against the Taliban. Details were
not disclosed but both sides took
care to ensure that no discordant
notes were struck, even as observ-
ers noted that the West wanted a
greater degree of “‘military and lo-
gistical support” from Islamabad

than, presumably, has been forth-

coming.

The discussions were held amid
divergent perceptions in Islama-
bad and London — as indeed in
Washington — of Pakistan’s role
in a post-Taliban situation. Bri-

|\

tain has made it clear that Pakis-
tan cannot assume the role of a
kingmaker in Kabul, and the
message he got here was that like
a good ally he should go along
with the coalition’s “vision” of a
broad-based government com-
prising the Northern Alliance.

Mr. Blair is believed to have ex-
pressed his appreciation of Gen.
Musharraf’s support for the coali-
tion in the face of the enormous
domestic pressures on him not to
align himself with what is seen by
many Pakistanis as a “war”’ on Is-
lam. The British Government ac-
knowledges Gen. Musharraf’s
“bold” decision to support the
action against Afghanistan but
there is pressure on him to do
more in terms of curbing the Tali-
ban propaganda and providing
intelligence.

Gen. Musharraf's decision to
leave the country at a time of po-
litical turmoil has been widely
commented upon here and con-
siderable media build-up awaited
him when he arrived here. The
Times said it was a “‘bold signal”
to his opponents at home and
pointed out that no one could ac-
cuse him of “lacking courage”.
The Independent noted that his
foreign tour at the helght of a do-
mestic backlash was an “‘impres-
sive display of confidence”.
Observers also pointed out that
his visit preceded the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s meeting with Mr. Blair
next week. This, they suggested,
gave him a chance to ‘‘pre-empt”
what Mr. Vajpayee might to have
say with regard to Pakistan’s role
in sponsoring cross-border ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

THE HINDL
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Blair see%gs\fo scoop
secrets out of Sy}ia

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed _{\9/the groups, including (Palestinian)
Times News Network Istamic hihad or Shaqagqi, are based -
LONDON:  Leaving the in Damascus and known to be
Americans to fight the real war in close to both Al Qaida and Syrian
Afghanistan, Britain has gone intelligence sources. . e
behind the enemy lines in Syria to _British “help”, according to offi- -
gather crucial intelligence about cials, will be mainly in the form of
Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida net- support to the Palestinians in their
work. strliggle for a “viable state”, even
Tony Blair’s visit to Damascus as it insists on Israel’s right to live
on Wednesday, the first by a British in security. [
Prime Minister in 30 years, is _ The publicly-stated aim of Mr
thought to be the first real attempt  Blair’s ongoing visit to West Asia,
by the allies to gather vital intelli- which is expected to include Saudi
gence from an Arab source that is Arabia, Israel, Gaza and Jordan, is .
traditionally unfriendly to the to urge negotiation in the Israeli- ;
West, - ' Palestinian conflict and shore up
In an apparent admission of Arab and Muslim support for the
the thirst for credible informa- US-led waron terror.  ° .
tion on Bin Laden and key Al  Interestingly, Mr Blair’s one-to-
Qaida men four weeks into the one chat with Syrian President :
military campaign, Mr Blair’s Bashar al-Assad comes witliin
spokesman has been quoted as weeks of the apparently rather
offering a blunt quid pro quo, "more futile visit to Damascus of a -
“Damascus has a source of intel- senior CIA official, who is thought
ligence. The whole point of these to have been engaged in the same :
meetings is to see how we can - mission. : : p
help each other.” Observers say the British'
Syria, which is on the American attempt is likely to be more per-
list of states sponsoring terrorism, suasive, not least because the CIA
plays host to nearly a dozen mili- officials visit was followed up by
tant groups, some of which have the hostile remarks of American
been banned by Mr Blair’s govern-  deputy secretary of state Richard
ment. But commentators say that Armitage, who said that Syria:
this is why Mr Blair considers it could be the next target in'
important to make visible over- America’s war because it t eat- |
tures to Syria, especially as some of ened American interests. / o




‘Find terror before
J&K talks, UK “‘“(\7|
minister tells Pak

HT Correspondent

Pune, October 31 Uﬂ"

THE UK has supported India’s
policy on Kashmir and said cross
border terrorism in the State
should stop before a meaningful
dialogue between‘the two coun-
tries. :

“Pakistan should be under no
illusion that we support cross-
border terrorism in Kashmir

" The terrorism must stop before
initiating any peaceful dialogue
between the two neighbours in
the subcontinent,” British Minis-
ter of State for e-commerce and
Competitiveness Douglas Ale-
xander said.

The British Minister was in

" Pune yesterday to set up the
third British Business Group
(BBG) in India. He'will also meet
the BBGs in Delhi and Mumbai
during his stay in India. The
British Deputy High Commis-
sion will organise an “outreach”
event in Pune next year. :

In the first leg of his visit to
India, Douglas came to Pune —
the first ever visit by a UK
Minister to the city — and met
with business heads including
Mahindra British Telecom P&0O
NedLloyd and the University of
Pune. Alexander will meet Infor-
mation Technology Minister
Pramod Mahajan in Delhi today.

“India’s strength in the Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology (ICT) sector is well
known the world over. It has got
all the attributes-to make it a
super power in the 21st century.

minister I have to see for
myself what those strengths are.
Tam looking forward to my meet-

SOS TO CENTREFOR
JAIL SECURITY

AMID INTELLIGENCE re-
ports of possible attacks on
prisons by Pakistan-based mil-
itants in Jammu and Kashmir,
the State Government has
asked the Centre to provide an
additional assistance of Rs 20
crore to strengthen the securi-
ty of the jails.

In a note to the Centre, the
State Government expressed
fears that the militants might
attempt to break into the high-
security prisons in the capital
and release hundreds of Af-
ghans, Pakistanis and other fo-
reign mercenaries, officials
said. PTI, New Delhi

ing with Pramod Mahajan,” he
said.

Indian companies should take
advantage of the simplified trade
regime in UK where a work per-
mit can be acquired in two
weeks. : -

One can also switch firms with
the same work permit, British
Deputy High Commissioner Rob -
Young said. Over 60 per cent of
the work permits in the UK have
been issued to Indian companies.

He said Britain and India were
working anew on Dbilateral
relations after the September 11
attacks. “I am here to strengthen
the partnership after September
11. We're determined to take it
forward by exploring newer
opportunities,” Alexander said.

He will also addressyc‘/
meeting in Delhi. /
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LONDON, JULY 28. In commeén
which are not likely to amuse the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
Britain’s Chief of Defence Staff
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce has
expressed serious reservations
about the controversial U.S.
plans for a nuclear defence
shield which it wants Europe to
support. He has come out against
the project on two grounds: lack
of information about its techno-
logical efficacy, and its cost to
Britain if it were to buy into the
system.

Sir Michael’s remarks in an in-
terview to The Guardian today
came less than a week after the
U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s came here to seek Bri-
tain’s backing for a programme
which has aroused hostility in
much of Europe, besides Russia
and China. Mr. Blair has en-
dorsed it in principle but the offi-
cial line is: we'll cross the bridge

when we come to it. There is
however considerable opposition
to the project within the Labour
party and the Government, and
public opinion in Britain is clear-
ly against it. Analysts said the de-
fence chief’s remarks would add
to the pressure on Mr. Blair to
hasten slowly.

Sir Michael said that the coun-
try’s existing defence budget
would not be able to absorb the
programme’s cost without com-
promising the army’s own plans
for improvement and expansion.
Spending billions of pounds on
the U.S. project would “impover-
ish’’ the British defence forces at
a time when they were already
stretched for resources. “There’s
no point completely impoverish-
ing ourselves in order to provide
ourselves with a defence against
one particular system and not
being able to do anything else”,
he argued. -

Sir Michael, whom The Guard-

ian described as someone who
chooses his words carefully, un-
derlined the debilitating cost of
the U.S. project saying:“As far as
I'm concerned there is no way
P'm in the position to suggest we
can pay for any missile defence
technology from within the exist-
ing defence budget and carry on
doing what we are doing at the
moment.”

He was also not sure if the pro-
ject was technologically viable.
“So far we have no hard evidence
from the Americans as to what
they think is in the art of the
technology...I have seen nothing
yet to give me a technical de-
scription of what has been pro-
posed.” Sir Michael also seemed
to question the rationale behind
the “Son of Star Wars” pro-
gramme—the threat from the so-
called “rogue” states. He advo-
cated the “art of the possible” in
dealing with such States rather
than resorting to a military solu-

».K. defence chief sceptical of NMD
vt s o)

tion. “It would be irresponsible
for us not to explore what is the
art of the possible in dealing with
them”, he said while acknowl-
edging the “probability of coun-
tries being able to achieve a
ballistic missile system that
could be fired at us.” .

The interviewer, paraphrasing
Sir Michael’s remarks, said he
wanted Britain to engage in talks
with the “rogue” States which al-
legedly posed a threat. He was
quoted as sayihg that the West
must try to engage even with
Iraq. He also wanted Russia and
China to be included in negotia-
tions on any new international
strategic framework. “We must
make sure we don’t leave out the
Russians or indeed the Chinese”,
he said. The U.S. has said it
would press ahead with the pro-
gramme irrespective of whether
there is an agreement with Rus-
sia on amending the Anti- Ballis-
tic Missile Treaty.




/’/-/

Al L

S Rajagopalan & PTI
Washington, October 12

IN A coordinated financial
crackdown on Jaish-e-Moham-
mad (JeM), the US and Britain
tonight froze all the assets of the
Pakistan-based militant outfit.

All sources of funds of the
JeM, that had claimed responsi-
bility for the car bomb attack in
Srinagar last week, will be
blocked with immediate effect.

Though the JeM has not been
banned as such, sources say that
today’s action is “as good as a
ban”. India has been seeking the
blacklisting of both JeM and the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba.

India welcomed the crack-
down on Jaish. “This is a wel-
come step and I hope this would
address India’s concerns about
other terrorist outfits as well,”
Minister of State for External
Affairs Omar Abdullah told PTI.

Britain, according to agency
reports, was quick to follow the
US action on JeM and 38 other
organisations and individuals
notified by the Department of
Treasury.

All these organisations and
individuals are closely linked
with Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida
network and the Taliban regime.
The list features a Pakistan-
based Afghan doctor, Amin al-
Hag, said to be bin Laden’s secu-
rity coordinator.

The action against JeM comes
ahead of Secretary of State Colin
Powell’s visit to New Delhi and
Islamabad.

New Delhi in the past two days
has mounted intense pressure on
the US to ban the outfit. After the
Srinagar outrage, Prime Minis-

R

TONY BLAIR

ter A B Vajpayee wrote a strong-
ly worded letter to President
George W Bush, which also con-
tained a warning to Pakistan.
After today’s order, the US
would expect Pakistan to get
cracking on JeM. Anticipating
the US clampdown, the JeM has

already renamed itself as
Tehrik-al-Furqgan, according to a
report from Karachi.

“We are determined to deny
terrorists the resources to carry
out their acts of evil,” Treasury
Secretary Paul O’Neill said while
announcing the new list of ter-
rorist outfits to be proceeded

K freeze
ssets

against. More names are to
be added the list in the coming
days.

Today’s list predominantly
features businesses and charita-
ble organisations funnelling
money to the al-Qaida network.
All the 22 persons figuring on the
FBI's “most wanted terrorists”
have been included in the list.

The list is an effort of Intelli-
gence sharing and coordination
between the UK and the US,
British treasury chief Gordon
Brown said in London. Besides
JeM, Britain and the US have
frozen the assets another Pak-
istan-based organisation Rabita
Trust of Lahore.

“We will continue to work
with our allies, and take a lead-
ing role internationally, to cut off
the ready supply of finance
which is the life-blood of modern
terrorism.”

“If any of those named today
hold assets in the UK they will be
frozen immediately. Just as there
can be no safe haven for terror-
ists we are taking decisive action
to ensure there is no safe hiding
place for their assets,” Brown
said.

The measures are part of
detailed proposals being formu:.
lated to expose, isolate and inca-
pacitate funds being used for ter
rorist activities, he said.

So far, assets worth § 24 mil-
lion, belonging to Osama’s net-
work and the Taliban militia,
have reportedly been frozen in
worldwide operations over the
past fortnight. Of these, the

US has blocked $ 4 million. US
sources estimates bin Laden’s
personal fortunes at over $ 300
million.

~
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FROM SHRABANI BASU
AND AMIT ROY

London, Oct 10: A UK-based fun-
damentalist group has issued a
fatwa against Tony Blair, but the
British Prime Minister shrugged
off the threat even as security
agencies reacted by tightening
their ring of steel around him.

The call was issued by al
Muhajiroun, which has a London
base. Abdul Rehman Saleem, a
spokesman for the group, yester-
day called on the faithful to assas-
sinate the British Prime Minister,
saying that any Muslim, British
or foreign, who “wants to get rid of
him” would not be punished
under Islamic law, but praised.

“Because the allies, the British
and the Americans have started
bombing the Muslims of Afgha-
nistan, for those people over there,
the government buildings here,
the military installations, includ-
ing 10 Downing Street, become le-
gitimate targets. That includes the
Cabinet and it includes the Prime
Ministers as well,” Saleem said by
phone from Lahore.

But Sheikh Omar Bakri Mo-

hammed, the leader of al Muha-
jiroun, who is in trouble for issu-
ing a fatwa against President Per-
vez Musharraf, distanced himself
from Saleem’s remarks. “It is not
allowed for any Muslim living in
this country to get involved in ac-
tion like this,” he said.

He confirmed that Saleem was
a member of his organisation but
insisted that he spoke for the or-
ganisation in Pakistan, and not
for British Muslims.

Blair, however, maintained a
studied indifference. The British
Prime Minister, who has been
travelling the globe in an effort to
keep Islamic countries within the
anti-Taliban coalition, was today
in Oman where hea enjoyed an in-
formal curry lunch with British
troops who may be used in a
ground offensive in Afghanistan.

Blair queued up like the others
to get his tray and let slip that one
of his sons was considering a pos-
sible career in the armed forces.

Asked about the threat, Blair
replied: “The people who are actu-
ally going into action are in far
greater danger than me, and my
first thoughts are with them.”
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He addgd he would nollose any
sleep because of the i
danger to hislife. “No, P'm
comes with the job,” he said.

But British security agencies
are taking no chances, despite
Blair’s outward show of noncha-
lance. A home office spokesman
said: “A view will have to be taken
on whether any action will be
taken in the light of this inddvid-
ual’s latest comments.”




Tewny Ysofey 4q oLy “THFA(E MON U 9okedleA gV UM Jre[g Auoy,

‘Yy3urs yuemsep
JPIstutil  udedo] pue [UBAPY
M1 J8ISTUIW SUIOY JoWt OSTe 9l
"SDSop pue s1p1 JO Jsepiesaq e pey
arejg ‘8utaes] aJojog -Suruiowr
Y} Ul Jrey-e-pue-Inoy ue L[Igou
J0] 1w aahedlep pue areig
uelstueysry uo ueql
-[B, I8Y10UR 3ST0J PINoD peqeue]
-S[ ‘90URYD © U3AIS JBY) S1B0] BIPU|
Ng JUSWUIIA0Z  paseqpeo.q,,
B J0J PaslU 1]} U0 ABPIalSak Irey
Y3M Paaade 0s[e PeY JeJJeysniy
‘ueisiueydyy ueqrpel-isod e ug
JuaWuLIBA03 oAl rIUasaIdal pue
paseqpeoaq,, 8 jo JNOAEJ Ul Sem
1 JEY] passadls 1U[a(] "uelsiuey
-8V ur swidsd aaning Aue Ui 8y
“Bls € SeY ‘003 ‘1yed yeys J1eid 1o}
0} Aytunyaoddo 9yl Yool erpuj
"PTES [BIO1JJO Ue WAy J0f unsd ayy
a1y 01 wiIe 3y} 109dxXas Aoy) Uaym
Afreroadse ‘urie sty 3s1m) 03 W9y}
108dxa 10U Op ap,, "aanyoun{ sty)

Je Jedxeysnpy uo aanssald asuaiur
103dxa 10U op }OI[dXs 3I0W SBeMm
agessaut oy} Jo Jred puooss ay)
mq ‘usper] urq yIrm dojs Jou saop
wisLI0119) jsutede 143y ay3 18y}
BIPU] PoaNsse aaey Avwl S1y],
Kor10d uSraaog sueysiyed Jo 1aed
Se WsII01Ja] 1dagoe jou prnom
AJTUNWWOD  [RUCHIBUIAIUT O]}
1By} JelreysnjA piol pey oy pies
JOISTUIIN SUlLId ystLig otp ‘diysas
-PES] UBTPU] o) Y1im uoloetajul
STy Suran( Ara1e[duod erpuy 910U
-81 30U PIp Jte[d Jey) JoR) 81} W0y
90B0S SUIMRID ST TY[a( Ing
"B[IYM B IO LJTUNWUIOD [BUOTY
-BUJIAIUIL 31} JO SNd0j a3y} Lofus 01
SNUIIUOD [[IM UB)SIYRd ‘D18)Ss aulf
-juogy e utaq 1B} aIBME ST BIPU]
‘Surpueisyiimiou  syuswodesus
dnewoldip or3oay ay,L . -Surjeswr
s durusowr sy} e jusunuiodde
-SIp Aue Jou astxdans Aue Jsypiau,,
SEM 9J9Y] PIEBS S[RIOYJJO UBIpU]

.

THE TELSGRAPH

-7 0012

T0J191 IsUTese uol[eod ay) ul
Ae[d poo eIpy] 8704 01J10ads 18 UM
uo asuodsal angea v 8AeS pur ueis
-ed uo uonsenb pajurod e 03 A7d
-9 STY UT 9AISBAS SeM JIB[( ‘Prgeil
-B[ST 01 1STA J81I(Q B WO} ySadf

MOU JRLIBYSNA UO Jeay oyl
WIn) SUIIM JOU oJe ‘)Sop oyl ul
SJBYI0 9YI] “UOPUOT JBU) pajestpul
uesied Sutiueu poproAe A[snorp
IS JOISTUIN BwILId ysuLg oyl
Jey3 1oy oyl Iing ‘peqeule]sy je pa
-10911p SUO Se pamala 9 Aeul jual
-wod s.aierg ‘uoneordwr Aq
oonsn( oy jusnoaq sq
poys wisyy syejedasd oym asoyl
PUE £39100S pasITiAlY Aue ul aoe[d
ou aAey sefelno yong, :pres
Jrerd ‘Yoene Jnuysey| syl Jo swn
-01A 93 107 soryjedwiAs 1sedaep,,
SIY SutdsAuo) ‘UOCTI{BOD Teuotl
-BULIIUL oY) Aq J4y3n0J 8q pinoys
. SWLIOJ S11 {[®,, Ul WSLI0LIa] 18]
sahedleA ypm pasade ay gaym

QY Vo

UI80U00 s, BIpU] padioa JIie[gq
. BIOYMBS[e
108 JUS[NLITA BI0W JB] B 10] Uol)
-epunoj ayl Aef Aewt 8oerd auo ul
0B 1S1I0.119] B SUTUOPUQ),, [pappe
pue Aieqo[3 papyoe) oq Isnua
WISLIOLI3) pres safed(ep ‘Yowl
-Je Twysey ayl 03 SutiIsiey
.. TOT)OE ST} JO I9A00 Jopun
BPUISE JSLI0LIS) UMO 18y} ensand
SaLIUN0D 9] 30U PINOYUS am ‘IT
Joquopdag JO §3S1104183 AJ[INS 8}
Joymsand ayj 03 1.10ddns pajagay
-9loyMm JI10 SUTPUIXS 3[TYM UBAT,,
:3uifes ‘eouaasJuod ssaad jurof e
SurInp uesiyed 01 80UaIslad aiq
-nis B uf pazaanbs asledfep ng
‘3uruaow
ot} ur sakedleA rieyld {1y J9)
STUTIN SWLed Uitm pey Jrefd uon
-BSI0AU0D 3] JO IS18 8] sem 181}
—1S9M 9 IsnLn) pue justied og
‘dulided ueqy
-feq, ou) Jo 3urrddoy arqissod ayy

VY

pue JI0M1aUu Bprey e S, Usper] uigq
BWES( JO UOTIONIISAp a1} :aseyd
1817 93 Jo uor3aduios aify 1811w
SWOI ITIM 1T ~ WSLIOLId) Jsurese
ustedures g sy J0J 9IS aur|
-JuoJy B mou — ueisiyrd jsurese
pajoadxa st uorjor Aue [e 18 JI
AIquIassy
-USe3] pUue NWWERL 3y} U0 ajLus
apIaIns U001 31} JO UOTJeUIIP
-l00 3U0S B YJIM 93BSSOUW pasou
-pdey 8yl pauotysno Jrejg g
MOU pe(qeUIe]s] 151M)
-uLTe 0) pIojJe J0Ulre) 1S9 oY)
1y} dIysIapea] uetpu] Y3 o}
Je3[d J Ipewt Aepo) arejg Auo],
JASTUTA] QWL YSTILIg ‘UIst
-I0.L19] U0 JeM 943} UT 33e)s duT]
-lu0J1j € S snjejs pajSuejmau
s,uejsiyed Suraojurea pue
SUOTIOIPR.IIU0I Pasradtad I0A0
gurxaded 9 "0 ‘YB3 MaN

/ VINHVHS AVNVId INOdA

e uo sarLed Jiepq ‘sysnay) [ery -

TN



BRITAIN / BLAIR STARTS ANOTHER DIPLOMATIC JOURNEY

7

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 4. The British Gov-
ernment today answered its crit-
ics by presenting to Parliament
what it described as “incontro-
vertible” evidence linking Osama
Bin Laden with the Septembor 11
terrorist attacks in the U.S. .ne
move came as the Prime Minister.
Mr. Tony Blair embarked on yet
another diplomatic journey — the
second in two weeks — amid in-
dications that support for military
action against Afghanistan was
waning in some countries, partic-
ularly in the Muslim worid.

Soon after presenting the “evi-
dence” to a special session of the
Commons, Mr. Blair left for Mos-
cow for talks with the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin. At
home, the decision to share the
evidence with political leaders
appeared to have paid off. The
leader of the Opposition, Mr. lan
Duncan Smith said after seeing
the evidence he was ‘“convinced”
that Bin Laden stood as
“charged”, but more importantly
even prominent sceptics like the
Liberal Democratic Party leader,
Mr. Charles Kennedy acknowl-
edged that the proof shown to
them was “indeed persuasive”.

While Mr. Blair personally
briefed Opposition leaders, a dos-
sier of declassified intelligence on
Bin Lagden’s role in the attacks
was placed in the Parliament li-

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, addresses an
emergency session of the House of Commons in London on
Thursday. — AP

brary. Mr. Blair told MPs that
there was ‘‘absolutely no doubt”
that Bin Laden was behind the
atrocities and it had been firmly
established that at leasr three of
the 19 suicide hijackers belonged
to Bin Laden’s network. There
was also firm evidence that short-
ly before the September 11 out-
rage Bin Laden was preparing a
major operation against America.
Mr. Blair reiterated plans to
“eliminate” the threat from Bin
Laden, and if necessary, to topple

the Taliban regime in Afghanistan
if it came in the way of flushing
out the terrorist network in the
country.

The Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw said it was not the primary
aim to overthrow the Taliban re-
gime but if it did not co-operate it
must be prepared for conse-
quences. Both he and Mr. Blair
made a reference to terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir while stress-
ing the need to meet head on the
threat from terrorists.

_ Gowt. presents evidence ...
2 of Osama link to attacks

S [0

Meanwhile, the former British
Prime Minister, Ms. Margaret
Thatcher triggered a row saying
that there had not been enough
condemnation of the September
11 attacks from Muslims. “The
people who brought down those
towers were Muslims, and Mus-
lims must stand up and say that is
not the way of Islam...they must
say that it was disgraceful. I have
not heard enough condemnation
from Muslim priests,” she told
The Times. .

Her remarks provoked a sharp
reaction from Muslim organisa-
tions. They said, barring a few fa-
natics whom they had publicly
denounced, the Muslim commu-
nity had strongly and consistently
condemned what happened in
America.

They blamed the media for cre-
ating a misleading image of Mus-
lims and said Lady Thatcher’s
remarks were based on ‘“‘misin-
formation”. She was described as
“out of touch” with the develop-
ments. Her comments, it was
feared, could fuel the anti-Islam
backlash and embarrass the Tory
leadership which has echoed the
government view that the current
campaign against terrorism is not
aimed at Islam. Lady Thatcher
could find herself on the wrong
side of the proposed law against
incitement of religious hatred, if
she were to make similar state-
ments in future.
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Y(Q/\ By Hasan Suroor (é

LONDON, OCT. 2. Even as Washing-
ton continued to tread cautiously,
there was feverish speculation
here that military action against
Afghanistan was imminent after
the British Prime Minister, Mr. To-
ny Blair, said today that the dead-
line for the Taliban Government to
hand over Osama bin Laden,
wanted for his role in the Septem-
ber 11 attacks in the U.S., was fast
approaching and it should now
brace itself for the consequences.

In his most explicit remarks yet,
widely interpreted as a declaration
of “war,” he said that “‘no compro-
mise,” “no diplomacy” or “meet-
ing of minds”’ was possible with an
undemocratic and barbaric regime
and the choice was stark: “Defeat
or be defeated; and defeat we
must.”” The option before the Tali-
ban Government, he warned, was
to surrender Osama or surrender
power. Declaring that action to
“eliminate” the Taliban hardware
and cut off its sources of money
and support was inevitable, he in-
sisted that ‘‘we are not over-reac-
ting.” The proposed action was
not borne out of a sense of revenge
but was intended to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for the sav-
agery of September 11.

Mr. Blair, who was speaking at
th our Party’s annual confer-

out

ence in Brighton, saidﬂz% offen-
sive would be proportiorfate and
“targeted” and whatever was “hu-

manly possible” would be done to
avoid civilian casualties. He was at

for Taliban: Blair

pains to stress that it was not a
fight against Islam, and said Osa-
ma by his action had done as
much damage to the tenets of Is-
lam as the Crusaders had done to

Share proof, Pak. tells U.S.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 2. The U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, Ms. Wendy J.
Chamberlin, today called on the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, and discussed a whole range of issues, including evidence against
Osama in the September 11 incidents.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Mr. Riaz Mohammad Khan,
told newspersons that the U.S. envoy exchanged views on the “latest
situation” and said Islamabad hoped that Washington would share
evidence about the involvement of Osama and his associates in the
September 11 attacks. “Once they have some kind of conclusive evi-
dence, we hope it will be shared with us,” he said.

On the reported NATO announcement that the U.S. had furnished
necessary proof that the Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden, was behind
the attacks, Mr. Khan said Pakistan had yet to receive any details on the
probe. “So far we have not received any detailed information relating to
evidence. NATO may have very special relations with the U.S., after all
the U.S. is part of NATO, we are not. We hope that if... there is conclu-
sive evidence, that will be shared with us, but not only us, international-
ly,” Mr. Khan said.

An AP report from Brussels today said the U.S. had given its NATO
allies clear evidence that “conclusively” linked Osama bin Laden and
his Al-Qaeda network to the Sept. 11 terror attacks.

The NATO Secretary-General, Lord Robertson, said that in response,
the alliance dropped the only condition on invoking Article 5 of its
Charter, which stated that an attack on one member was an attack on
all.

Christianity. At the same time, he
called upon both the Islamic world ,
and the West to try and under-
stand each other better.

Although Mr. Blair has been
warning the Taliban almost on a
daily basis, observers noted that
his tone today was far more
“stark” and assumed significance
in the context of his statement two
days ago that he had seen “power-
ful and incontrovertible” evidence
of Osama’s involvement in the ter-
rorist attacks in New York and
Washington.

The funds trail

A UNI report from Islamabad,
quoting a claim by the CNN, said
Pakistan's involvement in the Sep-
tember 11 attacks had surfaced af-
ter it was found that the Egyptian
hijacker, Mohammad Atta, re-
ceived $100,000 through a wire in
the past year from the country.

The News, quoting the CNN
sources, said today that it was
known at this stage exactly where
the funds may have originated.

The TV channel claimed that the
wire transfers from Pakistan were
sent ta Atta through two banks in
Florida. Atta allegedly then ob-
tained money orders — a few
thousand dollars at a time — to
distribute to others involved in the
plot in the months before the hi-
jackings.



~UK. plans tougher
security measures t

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 1. Shrugging off op-
position from civil rights groups,
the Blair Government has decided
on a series of “emergency”’ mea-
sures to rid Britain of its image as
a haven for terrorists. These are in
addition to the action it has al-
ready taken specifically to target
' Osama bin Laden’s network, and
the Taliban regime whose U.K. as-
sets amounting to £60 million
have been frozen, it was an-
nounced today.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair, who has emerged as the
most hawkish of European lead-
ers in the U.S.-led international
coalition against terrorism, over-
rode fears that the proposed mea-
sures might be used to curtail
individual freedom and said “Our
first duty must be to protect our
citizens”. Asylum-seekers, al-
ready a target of suspicion and
abuse, would be affected most by
a clutch of tough laws expected to
be passed by Parliament over the
next few weeks. Notwithstanding
the official line that genuine refu-
gees have nothing to fear, there is
considerable anxiety that the new
powers which the Government
proposes to acquire to detain, de-
port or extradite suspects may
end up as a source of harassment.

“Thousands of Britons are go-
ing to disappear for long periods
of time because it is easier to issue
a warrant than to make sure you
have decent evidence...the civil
liberties implications of that are
appalling,” according to Mr. Ste-
phen Jakobi of the Fair Trials
Abroad. Civil rights activists also
expressed concern over reports
that the Human Rights Act might
have to be diluted in the larger
fight against terrorism.

The proposals, being consid-
ered by the Government, include
speeding up extradition, tighten-
ing asylum rules with provision
for indefinite detention of illegal

immigrants, monitoring bahk ac-
counts of suspects and intrbduc-
tion of identity cards. For the first
time, bureaux de change, de-
scribed as a major source of mon-
ey laundering, are to be targeted.
One newspaper quoted govern-
ment sources as saying that near-
Iy £4 billion left Britain every year
through these private foreign cur-
rency exchanges with 65 per cent
coming from illegal sources. The
squeeze on money changers is in-
tended to smash what The Times
called the “soft underbelly of or-
ganised crime financing”.

The proposal, which has
evoked widespread criticism, re-
lates to identity cards and some of
the most strident voices have
come from within the ruling par-
ty. A former Home Office Minis-
ter, Mr. Mike O’Brien, who is
supporting a cross-party cam-
paign against ID cards, said their
introduction would mean a “vic-
tory for terrorism”.

Mr. Blair has defended his Gov-
ernment’s plans saying: ‘“We can-
not have a situation in ‘which
people come in and abuse our
asylum procedures and are then
allowed to remain, claiming asy-
lum. And we cannot have a sit ua-
tion where, if we know, someone
is a suspected terrorist, we do not
have the legal power to detain
them indefinitely until we find a
country to deport them.” On ID
cards, he admitted that it was a
“very big step” and stressed,
while speaking on BBC’s “‘Break-
fast with Frost” programme that
“‘we must get it right”.

Meanwhile, the Labour Party’s
annual conference began Bright-
on on Sunday amid a large but
peaceful protest by anti- global-
isation activists. In his first formal
speech to the party tomorrow
since the September 11 crisis, Mr.
Blair is expected to explain why it
is necessary to stand ‘‘shodlder to
shoulder” with the S. in its
“war”’ against terrop
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" ATTACKS / STRAW TO MEET KHATAMI |

Fugitive terrorist”

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT. 24. The whereabouts
of Imad Mughniyeh, suspecwc to
be an ally of Osama bin Lauen
and a key figure behind the hi-
jacking of an Indian Airlines plane
to Kandahar in 1999, are likely to
figure in the British Foreign Sec-
retary, Mr. Jack Straw’s talks with
Iranian leaders during his visit to
Teheran which began today.

Mughniyeh, who is wanted for
his alleged role in a number of hi-
jackings and attacks on Western
targets, is believed to be hiding in
Iran, according to the British
media, and Mr. Straw is expected
to raise the issue with the Iranian
President, Mr. Mohammad Kha-
tami.

A Foreign Office spokesman
told The Hindu that the British
Government. was co-operating
with a number of governments in
tracking down the criminals be-
hind the terrorist attacks in Amer-
ica but he declined to comment
on details of individual investiga-
tions.

Reports stressed that there was
no suggestion that the Iranian
Government had any links with
Mughniyeh or that indeed it was
even aware of his movements.

“President Khatami is not
thought to have sufficient influ-
ence with those sheltering Mugh-
niyeh to persuade them to hand
him over, presuming that he has
not already left,” The Times said.
It said he was believed to have
met some ‘key lieutenants” of
Bin Laden in recent months, and
quoted intelligence sources as
saying that the use of pocket
knives and scissors by the hijack-
ers of American planes on Sep-
tember 11 seemed to suggest
Mughniyeh'’s involvement.

“The evidence shows that
Mughniyeh has been involved in
hijackings since the early Eighties.
What we want to know now is
how many of those he used in
these operations could have been
employed again (for the Septem-
ber 11 atrocities in New York and
Washington),” a source told The
Times.

Officially, however, the issue
was not being talked up and Mr.
Straw in his remarks, before leav-
ing for Teheran, chose to empha-
sise Iran’s “contribution” to the
current U.S.-led international
campaign against terrorism.

issue to
re in talks

As the first British Foreign Sec-
retary to visit Iran in more than 20
years, he was careful not to say
anything that could be miscon-
strued by his hosts.

Britain, which has emerged as a
key player in Washington’s bid to
forge a worldwide coalition
against terrorists, regards Iran’s
willingness to come on board as a
significant development at a time
when there is considerable scepti-
cism in the Muslim world about
Western aims.

Mr. Straw emphasised that
Iran’s most “important contribu-
tion” was that by coming out
publicly against the Taliban for
sheltering Bin Laden it had dem-
onstrated ‘‘very vocally that this is
not a fight with Islam”.

Many Muslim countries, he
said, had been victims of the Tali-
ban’s excesses and Iran was one
of them.

Iran has ruled out per.nitting its -
airspace or bases to be used for
strikes against Afghanistan but its |
willingness to support the politi- |
cal objectives of the U.S.- driven |
coalition is seen here as a triumph ]
for British diplomacy.

Washington does not have dip-
lomatic relations with Iran and
much of the groundwork for soft-
ening Teheran was done by Lon-
don with the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair taking the initiative to
call up Mr. Khatami.

There was speculation on how
far Mr. Straw would go in puriu(-/
ing the Mughniyeh issue, or #i-
deed in what form he would do it.

There were suggestions that the
matter might come up in the
course of Mr. Straw briefing Mr.
Khatami on British intelligence
“suspicions” about Mughniyeh.
Observers were confident that the
issue would not “‘sour” the visit.

Meanwhile, the Liberal Demo-
crats today opposed giving blan-
ket support to American
retaliation plans.

The party leader, Mr. Charles
Kennedy, speaking at the opening
of his party’s annual conference
in Bournemouth, said while ter-
rorism had got to be brought to a
“halt” it did not mean “you start
giving out blank cheques”.

He also objected to the ‘“‘war
rhetoric” saying: “War is not the
word; nor is crusade.” /

/
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RICHARD BEESTON
THE TIMES, LONDON (71 . g

A N
NEW YORK/ WASHINGTON,
Sept. 21. ~ Mr Tony Blair pre-
pared Britain for conflict last
night with his strongest signal
yet that he is on the brink of or-
dering British forces into action
against Osama bin Laden and
other terrorist groups in Afgha-
nistan.

Flying to New York for a
service of remembrance for
the 5,000 killed in last week’s
outrages, the British Prime
Minister spoke gravely of the
“heavy and huge” responsibil-
ity upon himself and other
leaders as they considered
asking their armed forces to
go into battle.

A Royal Navy task force of
24 surface ships, the largest
assembled since the Falk-
lands War, is already in West
Asia and heading for the Gulf.
' The talk of war and the mili-
| tary build-up on the ground,
 followed America’s and Brit-
. ain’s rejection of an offer from
| Taliban clerics, who have
been sheltering bin Laden.

Meeting in Kabul, they is-
sued an saying that bin La-
den should be “persuaded to
leave whenever possible”.

Washington dismissed the
proposal out of hand.

senior foreign office source de-
scribed the move as a “good
wheeze”. "One person i8 very
important in all this, but it’s
not about one person by any
means,” the source said., “It’s
about a large organisation.”
Mr Blair said that there was
“no option but to act” because
last week’s atrocities had
shown that there were no
boundaries or limits to the
form of terrorism now being
waged against the West. The
terrorists would use nuclear,
chemical and biological weap-
ons if they could get access to
them and they therefore had
to be stopped and their “en-
tire apparatus” shut down.
He said that he and other
leaders were in agreement’ th-
at there could be “ng flifiching”.
e Mr Blair

“It’s time for personally
action, not called bin La-
words,” the den the prime
White House suspect but he
spokesman suggested
said. "This is that even if
about much the fugitive
more than one Saudi terro-
man being al- rist was
lowed to leave caught that
voluntarily, would not be
presumably, enough and
from one safe that - other
harbour to an- groups oper-

-other safe L thi‘nl% out of
harbour.” - ' ihiks ghanistan

In London, a —ioiv: Heavy and huge’ respansibiity =™ ovsing

mayhem around the world
would also have to be dealt
with.

Mr Blair, who appeared pre-
occupied and serious, dec-
lared: "It is a huge and heavy
responsibility for political
leaders to get these decisions
right and carry them through
in the appropriate way.”

But it was even more diffi-
cult for the forces who had to
carry that action through on
the ground. In aneother hint
that action was imminent, he
added: "We are extremely
lucky to bave in Britain some
of the finest Armed Forces in
the world. It is important that
we get this decision right and
make sure the action we take
is affective.

“We have identified the
prime suspects. Those who

Blair prepares ll\(/for war

are helping or harbouring the ‘
people who did this are re-
sponsible too. Nobody should
doubt our determination to
bring the people who are re-
sponsible to account.”

As Mr Blair flew to America |
~.he was moving on later to

‘tal%s with Mr Bush in Wash-

ington, and to join the US .
President as he spoke to Con- |
gress — he appeared to.have
secured a diplomatic advance
by bringing Iran on board the
international coalition again-
st terrorism.

He made a prearranged sat-
ellite telephone call from his
British Airways Boeing 777 to
the Iranian President, Mr
Khatami. He told reporters .
that it had been a remarkable
conversation. Mr Khatami
voiced his solidarity over the
outrage and condemned ter-
rorism and added that “out of
this we should try to build a
new relationship between our |
two countries as well”.

Mr Blair said that there was |
a strong sense in which the
world of Islam wanted to join
the West in the fight against .
terrorism. It recognised that :
all faiths were victims of ter- |
rorism. He suggested details
of the case being drawn up .
against bin Laden would be |
presented to leaders of the )
countries likely to be engaged |

in military action.
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COUNTER-ATTACKS / BLAIR IGNORES CRITICISM

\
‘)‘\7 \f By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT 16. The British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, has pledged Britain’s full sup-
port to any{U.S. action to hunt down the terror-
ists behind Tuesday’s attacks in New Yark and
Washington.

His comments in an interview to the U.S. TV
network CNN came even as domestic opinion
remained opposed to giving Washington a
“blank cheque”. Mr. Blair reiterated that what
happenéd on Tuesday was not an attack just
on America but on the entire civilised world.
The British casualties were the highest in any
terrorist attack so far, he said, declaring that his
country was very much at war with terrorism.
“Yes. Whatever the technical or legal issues
about a declaration of war, the fact is we are at
war with terrorism,” he declared.

Mr. Blair, who has been criticised for com-
mitting Britain’s “blind” support to U.S. retal-
iation, praised Mr. George W. Bush’s handling
of the crisis. He was confident of a worldwide
coalition to track down the perpetrators of the
outrage and further action to dismantle inter-
national terrorism, including its finances.
About efforts to build support for possible mii-
itary strikes, Mr. Blair said: “This is something
obviously we discussed with the American
President. I am very pleased at the way the
American administration has gone out of its
way to consult its allies, to keep us informed.
There has to be a response to bring those ter-
rorists who committed this attack to account
and we will play our full part in that.”

Meanwhile, the Blair Government has come
under pressure to crack down on extremist
groups within Britain which, despite a new
tough anti-terrorism law, remains a haven for
political and religious fanatics from around the
world. :

Sympathisers of Osama bin Laden are be-

1

S ONEW WAR
BLAIR: “IT IS A WAR BETWEEN
CIVILIZED WORLD & FANATICISM”Y

AMERIC?

A FRIEND IN DEED: Tony Biair

lieved to be still active despite a ban on his
flagship terrorist organisation, Al-Qaeda, and
British intelligence agencies are reported to be
looking closely at his network for any possible
links with the U.S. events. They are said to be
shadowy figures not directly linked to any or-
ganisation, but quietly pursuing Osama’s aims,
and under the existing laws they cannot be
hauled up until they commit a terrorist act on
British soil.

Mr. Blair has indicated a review of these laws
to make it easier to identify terrorists and facil-
itate their extradition to their own countries
where they are wanted. At present, British laws
don’t permit extradition if it is feared that they
are likely to face political persecution or
torture in their home countries .

The most publicised case is that of Khalid
al-Fawwaz, a Saudi citizen and an Osama sup-
porter, who is wanted by the U.S. Government
in connection with the bombing of its embas-
sies in Kenya and Tanzania in.1998. He was
arrested and is in a British jail, fighting extradi-
tion with official legal aid which is estimated to

« U.K. to play full part in strikes

have cost the British taxpayers nearly £1 mil-
lion so far. There is widespread criticism that
the ban on 21 terrorist organisations earlier
this year under the new anti-terrorism has not
affected their activities and their supporters
continue to be engaged in feeding subversive
actions against countries with which Britain
has friendly relations.

“Britain has not yet managed to stop the
abuse of this country’s good communications,
international links and financial expertise to
support networks planning evil overseas. At
least nine foreign governments have asked for
the extradition of people wanted on charges of
terrorism; several countries are now warning
the Government that the new laws have made
very little practical difference or stopped exiles
using their safety here to plan strikes at friendly
governments overseas,” The Times comment-
ed. The Independent on Sunday quoted an in-
telligence source as saying that the terrorists
were very much “in place” in Britain and there
was “very little to stop them” from mounting a
terrorist operation. “There is no reason why
what happened in America couldn’t happen in
Britain or any European country,” he said.

Mr. Blair told Parliament that there was need
to take a fresh look at extradition laws in the
wake of Tuesday’s events in America. And the
Home Secretary, Mr. David Blunkett, in a radio
interview, hinted at introduction of identity
cards to make identification of extremists eas-
ier.

The British media, meanwhile, is awash with
“exclusive” stories on Osama and his world-
wide terrorist network with estimates of his
“fortunes” which, according to one newspa-
per, is “no more than a few million dollars
rather than the $ 300 million fortune of leg-
end”. There are, however, no two opinions
about his awesome influence on terrorists.
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‘UK debates extenf

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times News Networkge

LONDON: The British govern-
2 ment has begun
O prepare its citi-
ens for the news
f the full extent
f Britain’s real
nd direct
| engagement with
{ Tuesday’s terror-
ist attack on the
- U.S., as ministers
TonyBlair  confirmed that
British casualties could run into the
middle hundreds or possibly more.
But the grim news comes amidst
an intensifying debate that the
British government should not
offer a virtual blank cheque in sup-
port of American reprisals. Prime
Minister Tony Blair has warned
that the rising British toll would
touch every community here.
e rising British toll,
account of the deep
fal linkages between compa-
in New York and London,

\
of bac
comes just a da

efgi\i the British
Parliament assembjes ih a crisis-sit-

uation early recdll. On Friday,

Britain, along with the other

European Union members,
observed a three- minute silence as

mark of respect to those who died

in the attacks on New York and

Washington.

The parliamentary debate, which
is expected to give Mr Blair a
chance to spell out urgent anti-ter-
rorist measures, will also offer the
first indications of just how far
Britain will go in supporting
American reprisals against the per-
petrators of the attacks.

On Thursday morning, British
foreign secretary Jack Straw reject-
ed the prospect of a dramatic
response by the U.S. and its NATO
allies, including Britain. He said it
should be a determined response
— a response that was based on
judgments, and of course on evi-
dence. Mr Straw said the British
intelligence agencies, MI5 and
MI6. were intencifuina thair warl

ing to U.S.

with their American counterparts.

But in an apparent attempt to
ward off criticism of Britain, which
has in the past been considered the
prime European haven for disaf-
fected rebels from around the
world, Mr Straw warned that it
would never be possible to gather
intelligence on every evil group in
the world.

Mr Blair has been leading the
effort to cobble together a co-
ordinated international response.
But commentators opined that his
pro- active stance might be
severely tested by growing con-
cern that British moral, intelli-
gence, military and physical sup-
port to a hasty and misguided
American response could leave
Britain exposed as a target for fur-
ther terrorist attacks.

On Wednesday, Mr Blair
pledged unswerving and unstinting
British support for American
actions, but members of his Labour
Party have urged caution.
P For more stories, log on to P
www.timesofindia.com |
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT. 13. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair’s offer of
blanket support to any U.S. retal-
iatory action against suspected ter-
rorists has caused widespread
unease and he is being urged not to
commit Britain to a course of ac-
tion that might not be in its long-
term national interests. There is al-
so a strong view that rather than
tagging along with anything that
Washington might choose to do to
hunt down the perpetrators of
Tuesday’s carnage, Britain should
play a restraining role.

Mr. Blair's own party MPs have
expressed serious concern saying
Britain runs the risk of getting
sucked into unknown territory by
giving a “‘blank cheque” to the U.S.
President, Mr. George W Bush to
retaliate without being able to in-
fluence his actions. Any British
support, according to them, must
take into account the nature and
extent of the U.S. response and its
implications for Britain’s own in-
terests. While two Labour MPs,
known for their close links with the
Arab world and their strong views
on U.S. policies in West Asia, have
publicly  criticised a ‘“‘carte
blanche” approach, there is be-

lair told not to offer
blind support to U.S. W\

lieved to be considerable silent op-
position in the party to an overtly
emotional response. A debate in
Parliament tomorrow is expected
to be marked by dissenting views
and calls for restraint.

The two Labour MPs who have
gone public with their views are
Mr. George Galloway who has been
campaigning for lifting the eco-
nomic sanctions against Iraqg; and
Mr. Tam Dalyell, who has influen-
tial friends in the Arab world. Mr.
Galloway believes that any dispro-
portionate U.S. response would
further fuel the strong anti-Amer-
ican sentiment in much of the Arab
world and be counter-productive.
Britain, by assaciating itself with
such a response, would make itself
vulnerable. Mr. Dalyell said he had
been ‘“pleading” for restraint.
“When I hear President Bush and
others saying we must attack those
harbouring terrorists, the collateral
consequences are really unimagin-
able again,” he said, adding that he
would support retaliation only if
‘“you make sure you hit the right
people”’.

There were concerns that Mr.
Blair's “blind” endorsement of
U.S. retaliation could bring it into
conflict with some its European al-

lies who have been traditionally
wary of tying themselves too close-
ly with Washington. His offer to
stand should-to-shoulder with the
U.S,, it was stated, did not mean
that Mr. Blair should automatically
agree to whatever Mr. Bush might
order. ‘““We must stand, as he said

~

shoulder to shoulder with America

in outrage at Tuesday’s events. But
to stand shoulder to shoulder with
whatever America does next is con-
trary both to their interests and to
ours,” The Guardian said. It point-
ed out that some of Mr. Blair's
comments over the past two days
were ‘‘potentially very unhelpful in
crafting a good international policy
response to what has happened”.

Meanwhile, there were fears that
“bundreds” of British citizens
might have been killed in Tues-
day’s terrorist attacks and Mr. Blair
said this meant that “in a very di-
rect and real sense, the interests of
our countries (Britain and U.S.) are
engaged”. Mr. Blair spoke to Mr.
Bush on Wednesday amid reports
of attempts by Western nations to
form a grand coalition to fight ter-
rorism. Experts warned against im-
mediate reprisals of the sort the
U.S. resorted to in the wake of ear-
lier attacks on U.S. interests.
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AP PHOTO
Armed police patrol London’s Heathrow Airport on Wednesday. All flights
leaving North America were cancelled following Tuesday’s terrorist
attacks in the US and security has been beefed up in the UK.

Vijay Dutt
London, September 12

OB\

UK BRACES itself against terror-
ists as the British Prime Minis-
ter’s official residence, 10, Down-
ing Street, has been evacuated
and most buildings in the city are
under close security.

The security in the Whitehall
area is extremely tight and Mr
Blair and other senior ministers,
HT learns, are being driven in bul-
let-proof cars followed by security
vehicles. The city has been put on
high alert and all potential targets
like the Canary Wharf which has
a large number of high-rise build-
ings were evacuated within hours
of the terrorist attacks in New
York and Washington. Many exec-
utives pouring out of their offices
in the city said they were worried
about their friends who worked at
the World Trade Centre.

It is reported that groups sus-
pected to have close links with
Osama bin Laden’s outfit are
under watch. But, despite these
measures nervousness of the peo-
ple was apparent in tubes, pubs
and major stores. Most felt that
Britain, regarded as the closest
ally of the US in fighting funda-
mentalism, would be targeted by
the terrorists. Tony Blair, who
rushed back from the Trade
Union Conference in Brighton to
preside over an emergency meet-
ing of the cabinet committee

air under security shield .

ah ""~'- n'..,: v

called Cobra, vowed last night to
stand “shoulder to shoulder” with
the Americans in the hunt of ter-
rorists who were responsible for
the carnage in the United
States.“Their barbarism will
stand as their shame for all eter-
nity,” said a very tired and sad
looking Blair. “ This mass terror-
ism is the new evil in our world
today. It is perpetrated by fanat-
ics.”

A large number of security
measures are in place now.
Instructions have been issued to
allow no flights from British air-
ports unless there is a guaranteed
security at their destinations. All
private flights, into or out of the
country have been banned. No pri-
vate airliner is being allowed to fly
over London. “This is not a battle
between the United States and ter-
rorism but between the free and
democratic world and terrorism,”
said Blair.“We therefore here in
Britain stand shoulder to shoul-
der with our American friends in
this hour of tragedy, and we like
them, will not rest until this evil is
driven from the world.”

1t is Jearnt by Hindustan Times
that a more comprehensive intel-
ligence assessment is still on. The
greater worry is about the British
forces, considered more vulnera-
ble because they are involved in
joint operations with Amercan
forces, in the Gulf, Macedonia,
Kosovo and Bosnia.
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‘UK immigrants run .
into language barrier «%

Vijay Dutt
London, August 18

THE HOME Office Minister,
Lord Rooker, in charge of Immi-
gration and Asylum, has
plunged the Labour Govern-

ment into chaotic confusion by -

suggesting that immigrants
could be required to learn Eng-
lish as a pre-condition to becom-
ing UK citizens. Earlier another
ruling party MP had demanded
refusal of entry to those who did
not know English.

Lord Rooker revealed that
though new language bars were
being considered by the Home
Office, most MPs are appalled at
the suggestion coming from a
member of the Government,
which is committed to liberalis-
ing immigration laws and for
helping ethnic minority mem-
bers move easily into main-
stream society and get jobs.

It also has echoes of the-con-
troversial statement made by
the Left-winger Labour MP Ann
Cryer, which made Pakistani
Mirpuris and Bangladeshis par-
ticularly livid.

Last month Cryer had said
that those who did not know
English Should be refused entry
into this country. She hinted that
racial violence and other race-
related problems were due to the
inability of immigrants to speak
English.

Many believed she was partic-
ularly hinting at Bangladeshis

and Mirpuri Pakistanis when
she said that poverty was being
imported by admitting those
who could not get jobs here. She
did say that comparatively Indi-
ans were doing far better
because they were more educat-
ed.
Lord Rooker has not made
things easy for himself by con-
firming that He backed Cryer’s
views. “ There is a real problem
she has identified,” the minister
added. His constituency of
Birmingham Perry Barr is
home to a large Asian communi-
ty like that of Cryer’s.
Apparently they have not
made such statements without
due care. Cryer admitted she
would be in the firing line. Yet,
Lord Rooker also hinted at com-
munities referred to by Cryer
when he added that making Eng-
lish mandatory for those seek-
ing citizenship would ensure
that ethnic minority women
would not be denied their civil
rights by their own menfolk.
“There are situations ... where
some people are not encouraged
to learn English by their own
family The men say they
(women) don’t need it.” He took
care to say that people must
maintain their culture and reli-
gion but his statement is bound
toraise tempers in Bradford and
adjoining areas populated by
Mirpuris and Bangladeshis.
Their women are demanding
freedom to take up jobs.

THe Home Office officials are
in a spin and are now desperate-
ly trying to play down the minis-
ter’s remark. They claim that his
reference to “requiring” immi.
grants to speak or learn English
was “unfortunate” and mislead-
ing. They also claimed that the
legislation requiring immi-
grants to learn was a “non-

_starter”. It could be challenged

under the Human Rights Act,
which ensures freedom of
thought, conscience and reli-
gion.

But the fact is that Lord Rook-
er’s statement has come with
reports that Home secretary
David Blunkett plans to present
a new package for asylum-seek-
ers at this October’s annual
Labour Party conference.

It is believed that the new
rules would head off protests
from MPs and Trade Unionists
against the payment of benefits
to asylum-seekers in vouchers
rather than cash. In fiact Lord
Rooker is on record that Blun-
kett would be looking “at every-
thing”.

The ethnic community lead-
ers are suspicious that plans are
on the anvil for tougher immi-
gration laws and such state-
ments are just test balloons.

One community leader
recalled attempts by the last
Labour Government to
fextract” £10,000 bonds from
visa-seekers from Sub-conti-
nent.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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WENTYTWO-YEAR-old\ 9 there are tough immijgrdtion rules

Firsat Yildiz, a Kurd, ar-

rived in Britain over a year

ago to claim political asy-
lum and like hundreds of other
refugees braved various forms of
humiliation as he awaited a deci-
sion on his application. Last Sun-
day, he was murdered in a racist
attack while on his way to his
bleak tenement in a grim and hos-
tile housing estate in Glasgow.

On Tuesday in Hull, hundreds
of miles away from Glasgow, an-
other young Kurd refugee had his
throat slit by a group of white
youths, though fortunately he
lived to tell his tale. Next day, an
Iranian asylum seeker was
stabbed — again in Glasgow,
home to some 2,000 refugees,
mostly from the Balkans, Africa
and Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, it has been reported
that more than a thousand asylum
seekers are languishing in British
jails — many in high-security pris-

- . [?
ons meant for hardened criminals

— while their claims are proc-
essed. Allegations of torture and
abuse have not been denied and
the weak explanation offered for
forcing innocent people to serve
prison sentences is that there is no
other place to put them up as de-
tention centres for refugees are
full. :

The message is clear: for people
in search of a safe haven to escape
from real or imaginary hardships
at home, Britain is the wrong
place to come looking for it. First

which openly discrinfinate against
certain nationalities + Kurds, Ira-
qis, Tamils, Somalis, Afghans and
a host of others identified as the
most common source of illegal
immigration.

Gypsies from eastern Europe
are so unwelcome that British im-
migration officials recently parked
themselves at Prague airport to
prevent U.K.-bound gypsies from
taking off. While the arrangement
was made with the cooperation of
Czech authorities, there was out-

The message is clear,
says Hasan Suroor.
For people in search
of a safe haven,
Britain is the wrong

place. [

age when the media exposed it as

a breach of human rights and this
week Britain was forced to aban-
don the scheme.

The extent of the British Gov-
ernment’s paranoia over asylum is
evident from the way it refused vi-
sas to a Sierra Leone drama troupe
to stage a play at the ongoing
Edinburgh festival on the plea that
its members might end up claim-
ing political asylum once they ar-
rive in Britain! Despite a personal
guarantee by the troupe’s director
that he would ensure that no one

Sanctuary no more

‘Stop the second holocaust’ reads this js:/Tn held up by Romany gypsies outside the Czech Embassy in London.

stayed back in Britain after the
play was staged the British High
Commission in Freetown refused
to relent.

Lately, immigration officials
have been given vast discretionary
powers overriding the new British
Race Relations (Amendment) Act
claimed to be the most enlight-
ened human rights legislation in
Britain. Getting past the czars and
czarinas of immigration control is
usually more than haif the battle;
and then begins the “war” that
can even end the way Firsat Yil-
diz’s did. Though the cold-blood-
ed murder of refugees is rare, their
harassment and humiliation are
not. The 1,000-odd refugee *‘pris-
oners” are a living proof of it.

Yet, the flow of refugees re-
mains unabated. Poor and often
illiterate asylum seekers, unable to
speak or understand English and
with no idea of the life ahead, con-
tinue to pour into Britain — hav-
ing begged and borrowed to pay
criminal gangs to smuggle them in
as stowaways. Many die, and
many others are routinely deport-
ed but the lure of a “‘better life” is
too strong to deter them. Britain is
said to be the most popular asy-
lum destination in Europe and ac-
cording to official figures, 23,000
applications were waiting to be
cleared at the last count but the
actual number is believed to be
higher.

The Tories made it a major issue
in the general elections promising
a crackdown on asylum seekers in

e

what was seen as a bid to whip up
xenophobia. Remarks of leading
Tory figures on asylum and Eu-
rope were seen to play on the fear
of the foreigner. The race riots in
Oldham and Bradford may not
have been directly related to the
anti-asylum campaign but they
happened in a racially surcharged
climate built up in the run-up to
the election.

Asylum is very much a race is-
sue. A Tory candidate who unsuc-
cessfully contested the general
elections says that at every door-
step he came across concerns over
“race, immigration and asylum".
“I'heard it whatever the race of the
person” and the refrain, he says,
was invariably prefaced with the
remark:‘T am not a racialist but all
these people are coming over
here...” etc., etc. Writing in The
Times, Mr. Daniel Finkelstein,
who contested Harrow West,
warns that Britain has a ‘“‘very seri-
ous race relations problem” and
asylum is “one of the most visible
components of immigration’.
“We complacently assume that
this country is so stable and toler-
ant that we don’t need to get too
excited about such things. It is
isn't.”

Yet, as The Times editorially
commented, the murder of Firsat
Yildiz must ‘‘deepen national dis-
quiet about the failures of official-
dom to deal efficiently with the

tides of human hope and mise
rolling up Britain’s shorey
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U.K.’s asylum policy

comes under scr

By Rashmee Z. Ahmeq v
Times News Network
LONDON: Britain is just as bad as
Iran, a country where political
freedom leaves a lot to be desired,
according to the latest victim of the
spiralling violence directed against
asylum-seekers in the Scottish city
of Glasgow. The remarks of
Davoud Rasul Naseri, a 22-year-
old Iranian who was stabbed in the

back outside his front door by .

white youths shouting racist taunts,
come within days of the murder of
a Turkish refugee in Glasgow.

The killing of the Turk has
sparked hostility between asylum-
seekers and the host community,
which has forced the British gov-
ernment to call a halt to its plans of
housing more refugees in the area.

Meanwhile, asylum-seekers have
formed a loose pseudo-political
alliance to articulate their rights.
The developments coincide with
reports that several cities across
northern England and Scotland
have refused to house more asy-
lum-seckers as part of the govern-
ment’s controversial “dispersal”
policy, which aims to spread asy-
lum-applicants throughout the UK
in order to ensure better manage-
ment and less ethnic trouble.

The reports say that the govern-
ment has already, without explana-
tion, postponed the resettlement of

Pt
refugees in the troubled northern
cities of Burnley and Bradford,
where racial violence erupted earli-
er this year. The government deci-
sion is thought to illustrate the per-
ceived links between racial trouble
and hostility to Britain’s growing
population of political refugees.
Many asylum- seekers say they are
often blamed by the host communi-
ty for receiving too many economic
benefits from the government.
Commentators say the sequence
of events epitomises the growing
contradictions between the UK’s
open-door asylum policy and the
extent to which it is able or willing
to take in political refugees. Asylum
is an increasingly sensitive issue in
Britain, which received nearly
80,000 asylum applications last
year. Politicians say Britain is now
Europe’s foremost destination for
asylum-seekers, many of whom are
accused of being “bogus” claimants.
The case of the murdered Turkish
asylum-seeker, denounced by the
Turkish embassy it London as “an
economic migrant” is also seen to
illustrate Britain’s problems in
operating a fair policy that has tra-
ditionally allowed free entry to vic-
tims of political persecution. But
British politicians say it is impor-
tant the country is not seen as a
“soft touch” for economic migrants
from the developing world.
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LONDON, AUG 7. Insecurity has gripped asylum
seekers across Britain after the murder of a
young Kurdish,refugee in Glasgow two days
ago and a racist attack on another Kurd in
Hull today, prompting demands for police
protection and a more humane Government
policy.

Refugees have blamed the tension on the
policy of settling so many of them in areas
of high deprivation where unemployment is
already high, and housing is bad. Stones
were thrown at asylum seekers as they held
a protest march in Glasgow on Monday over
the growing race-related attacks on them
since they arrived on the Sighthill housing
estate — a bleak and rundown
neighbourhood on the outskirts of the city

— about 18 months ago. The unprovoked
murder of 22-year-old Firsat Yildiz, in what
police suspect was a racist incident, has
created panic among Sighthill's 2,000
refugees, mostly Turks, Kurds, Bosnians and
Iragis. The original white residents, most of
whom are themselves poor and uneducated,
resent the presence of such a large number
of foréigners in the area and feelings run so
high that they held a counter-demonstration
on Monday alleging that refugees were
being pampered.

Police had a difficult time separating the
two groups — one demanding protection
against racists, and the other protesting that
their city had been turned into a ‘“dumping”
ground for foreigners. “We are sick of these
refugees getting more than we do. I am
sitting in a rundown flat... and these
refugees get everything given to them on a
plate”, a young white woman told
journalists.

Asylum seekers said they had had been
telling the authorities that someone might
get killed in the prevailing climate of hate
but nothing was done. “We must make sure
that no one else is allowed to die like
Yaldiz... People are scared to go out. This
cannot continue. Only yesterday someone
was hit by a bottle and had to go to
hospital”, a spokesman for refugees said.

Yildiz, a Turkish Kurd who arrived in
Britain a year ago, was killed on Sunday
night after he was returning home after a
meal. His murder shocked fellow refugees as

they were taunted by whjte youths and
abused. An official of the Scottish Refugee
Council admitted that xenophobia ran high
and blamed it on the fact that a large
number of vulnerable people had been
settled in an area of extreme deprivation.

This morning, a Kurdish youth had his
throat slit in a racist attack in Hull,
Yorkshire, where there is a large
concentration of refugees. He was stopped
by a group of white youths and one of them
cut his throat with a blade. Passerby rushed
him to hospital where he was reported to be
progressing.  Police said they were treating
it as a “serious” incident. Mr. Guy
Cheverton of the Hull Asylum Seekers’
Support Group said: “It seemed that the
situation had calmed down after a number
of problems last year but this attack has
obviously scared many asylum seekers. They
have fled persecution in their homelands
only confronted with more abuse and
attacks in Britain. The fear is that this attack
could start a new wave of problems.”

The Government today warned racists
that it would not let them dictate its asylum
policy. The Home Office Minister, Mr. Jeff

Asylum seekers stage a protest in George Squan on Tuesday after a 22-year-old Tu

/fnsecurlty grlps asylum seekers i in Brltam

By Hasan Suroor \l‘»\- &‘ they marched through’ ({ldggow on Monday

Rooker, claimed that the controversial
“dispersal” policy, under which refugees are
dispersed across the U.K. rather than be
housed in one area, had been “successful‘
and would not be stopped. “The dispersal
policy will continue”, he told the BBC
adding, “We will not pull out of areas
simply because people say it's an area
where there could be racists. Only on police
advice would we not use a particular area.
Otherwise, our policies would be run by the
racists in this country and we’re not going
to have that.”

However, there has yet been no credible
official explanation why hundreds of asylum
seekers have been locked up in high security
prisons with hardened criminals, as revealed
by a British newspaper two days ago.

The locations used were primarily dictated
by the availability of housing, he explained.

“There are some 700,000 empty homes in
this country. The vast majority of them,
unfortunately, tend to be in the Midlands or
the north. There’s not too many in the
sunny commuter belt otherwise we would
be dispersing there.”

man was killed in the Sighthlll area of Glasgow. Firsat Ylidiz was stabbed
on Sunday. — Reuters
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Kenneth Clarke and Tony Blair are unabashed europhiles while lan Duncan-Smith and Gordon Brown are in the opposite camp.

EW ISSUES divide

British politics more

than the debate over

Britain’s entry into euro
and neither Labour nor the
Tory Party is entirely
comfortable with the positions
they have publicly taken.

With four months left before
euro is officially launched as
the common currency in 12
E.U. countries, the pressure on
Britain to make up its mind is
mounting and as the debate
hots up the differences between
the europhiles and eurosceptics
in both parties are becoming
more obvious.

The gloves have been off for
some time, but now one can
even detect an occasional
dagger and attempts to hide it
are not succeeding. Last week,
the tension between the Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, and
his Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Mr. Gordon Brown,
erupted into a very public row
over the timing of a
referendum on euro.

Mr. Brown who was in New
York, softpedalling euro,
reportedly threw a fit over a
Financial Times report, widely
believed to be inspired by
Downing Street, suggesting that
he and Mr. Blair had agreed on
a timetable for a referendum
which could be as early as next
year.

Mr. Brown who has
consistenly argued against
rushing into a single currency
without first ensuring Britain’s
economic interests on the basis
of a five-point economic test he
has devised was reported to be
furious and his aides angrily
denounced the report as
“fantasy and garbage”'.

The Prime Minister’s “camp”’
let the controversy rest there

but the point it wanted to make
had been made — that a
referendum on euro in his
second term remained very
much on Mr. Blair’s agenda. In
his election campaign, Mr. Blair
promised a referendum “within
two years” of his second term
and the message wrapped up in
the FT story was that he meant
to stick to his self-imposed
deadline. '
Commentators pointed out
that unlike Mr. Brown, a strong
believer in economic
determinism, Mr. Blair
perceived single currency as
“fundamentally”’ a political

the June general election on a
high-pitched save-the-pound
campaign telling voters that a
Labour victory would mean the
beginning of the end of the
pound.

But when the party ended up
with another humiliating defeat
doubts began to emerge if so
much stress on euro was really
such a good idea — and now
there is a real possibility of a
known europhile, the former
Chancellor, Mr. Kenneth Clarke,
being elected its leader.

Although Mr. Clarke has
declared that in the event of a
referendum he would vote

The differences between europhiles and
eurosceptics in both parties in Britain are
becoming more obvious. Hasan Suroor reports.

project. “It has long been Tony
Blair's deep conviction that
Britain will not find its proper
place in Europe until he has led
us into the single currency, and
he will not have secured his
plinth high in the pantheon of
Prime Ministers”, said Mr.
Andrew Rawnsley, a leading
commentator and writer of
“Servants of the People”, an
incisive critique of New Labour.
Mr. Brown is not the only
influential Labour figure who
does not share Mr. Blair’s
enthusiasm for euro. Even the
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw, has publicly supported a
more cautious approach. His
first advice to the media after
he took over as Foreign
Secretary was to “cool it”.
‘There is even more confusion
in Tory ranks despite the
party’s unambiguous anti-euro
official line. Tories contested

“yes” in contradiction of his
party’s official line, few would
be surprised if he defeats his
europhobic rival, Mr. Ian
Duncan Smith, widely seen to
represent the traditional Tory
“values” more strongly than
Mr. Clarke. Tories are deeply
divided as they set out to
decide whether to choose a
leader who despite his strong
pro-euro position is more likely
to succeed in making the party
electable again or opt for a
“true blue” Tory who has even
less charisma than the

unlamented Mr. William Hague.

Having lost two successive
elections, Tories who regard
themselves as the “natural”
party of governance clearly are
not in the mind to lose a third
and there is a growing = .
temptation to dump the poun
for a possible return to power
under Mr. Clarke.

Mr. Clarke of course has
made clear that he will not
tamper with the official
position and, when there is a
referendum, Tories will be free
to vote the way they wish.
However, there is no glossing
over the contradiction inherent
in a situation where the party
chief votes against the official
line on a key issue.

Even Mr. Clarke’s supporters
are conscious of the Alice-in-
Wonderland scenario which
would see the Tory boss
endorsing Labour on euro every
time the issue comes up in
Parliament while his party
colleagues take the opposite
line.

The confusion at the political
level is also reflected in public
opinion. It is believed that
people are overwhelmingly
against Britain’s entry into euro
but in the general election they
had no hesitation rejecting the
only anti-euro party. One view
is that the popular anti-euro
sentiment will assert itself on
the day of the referendum,
unless Labour launches an
intensive campaign to
“educate” the people. Much of
course will also depend on how
well the euro launch, scheduled
for January 2002, goes.

“If it goes without a hitch
then next summer will see
millions of British
holidaymakers in Greece, Spain,
Italy, France and Portugal
having to get used to handling
euros themselves. It would
psychologically prepare them
for a changeover at home...”
according to The Observer. But
if the launch does not go well,
Mr. Blair could find his historic
mission falling around his ears.
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/‘ LONDON BLAST /\Q-lAI;OW/OVER NEGOTIATIONS,.

\g Real IRA behmd sabatage" WM

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, AUG . Suspected Irish republican ter-
rorists, opposed to the Northern Ireland
peace process, struck in London on Thursday
night as a powerful car bomb ripped through
the western suburb of Ealing Broadway at
midnight when pubs, restaurants and night-
clubs in the area, close to the tube station,
were crowded with late night revellers.

An immediate political reaction was that it
was intended to sabotage the latest efforts to
revive the Good Friday agreement but the
British Government said it should strengthen
the resolve to go ahead with the dialogue. The
explosion, the impact of which was felt nearly
a kilometre away, caused panic as people,
many inebriated and screaming with fright,
poured out into the street and the police
warned of a possible second blast which, for-
tunately, did not happen. Seven persons, hit
by flying glass, were injured and eyewitnesses
described the scene as one of “sheer chaos”.
Police denounced it as a “calculated and evil
act aimed at killing and maiming” people.

The bomb — a home-made device packed
with military explosives — was placed in a
Saab saloon parked close to a Burger King
restaurant teeming with customers. A pub,
close to the scene of the explosion, was
packed with guests attending a musical event.
The bomb exploded minutes after the police
received a warning and were trying to get the
people out of the area. Police said the location
given in the warning was misleading which
added to the confusion. They said it was a
miracle that there had been no casualties.

The car was blown into bits, and buildings
in the area had their windows shattered. The
main road was flooded after a water main
burst because of the impact of the explosion
which one eyewitness said was like a “‘jumbo
jet exploding”. Thick clouds of smoke enve-
loped the neighbourhood as the “bomb car”
went up in flames engulfing other vehicles in
their path. “I felt a huge shock wave then
literally saw a roll of flame coming towards us.
All the shop windows were smashed,” one
eyewitness said. A young couple who had just
moved into the neighbourhood said their flat
“shook”, the windows came crashing down
and they heard people “screaming”. “We
were terrified,” they said.

This is the second such explosion in less
than six months. In March, a powerful bomb
had exploded outside the BBC headquarters
in West London — and that too had hap-
pened just about midnight indicating simi-
larities in tactics. But last night’s explosive

The remains of a car bomb which ripped through a busy area of
west London on Friday. — Reuters

was believed to be twice as deadly as the one
that went off at the BBC. While no particular
group had been identified until Friday after-
noon, the blast was widely believed to be the
work of the Real IRA. Experts said it had been
the Real IRA’s tactic to step up violence and
divert attention whenever there was a chance
of a breakthrough in the stalled peace proc-
ess. The blast came two days after a bomb was
found in a car park outside the Belfast in-
ternational airport and follows reports that
republican terrorists were likely to step up
their campaign of violence in order to take
advantage of the political vacuum created by
the resignation of Mr. David Trimble as head
of the provincial government.

The explosion triggered speculation about
its impact on current negotiations whose suc-
cess depends mainly on whether the IRA is
willing to disarm. Some analysts believed that
the blast was intended to warn the IRA against
giving into the Unionist-demand for disarma-
ment. The Real IRA consists of extremists who
broke away from the Provincial IRA after the
latter joined the Good Friday Agreement. The
renegade group has been trying to paint the
IRA as a “traitor” to the Republican cause,
saying that the Good Friday Agreement has
not benefited Republicans.

Observers said that though the Real IRA, for
all its muscle-flexing, was a ‘“marginal” force
its actions could have a “psychological” effect
and slow down the momentum of the ongo-
ing normalisation talks. The Sinn Fein, which

began a meeting today to discuss the British |

and Irish governments’ peace package, con-
demned the incident, and a Downing Street
spokesman said the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair believed “the way forward for Northern
Ireland can only be through dialogue and that
is why the Government has put forward its
proposals.”

The Northern Ireland Secretary, Dr. John
Reid described such acts of violence as point-
less saying: “Far from deflecting us, last
night’s barbaric attack should strengthen our
resolve to reach agreement. No one will un-
derstand if we allow the solution that is within
our grasp to slip away.” A senior Sinn Fein
leader, Mr. Gerry Kelly said the blast was
aimed at undermining ““all our efforts to move
the situation forward”. Another Sinn Fein
leader put it more sharply. ‘What it tells us is
that we have a major responsibility on our-
selves, all of us, including the Government, to
implement the Good Friday Agreement which
is what people in very high numbers voted for
— that’s what we've got to do,” he said.




~~ UK., Argentina A
turn a new leaf "y

PUERTO IGUAZU (ARGENTINA), AUG. 2.
Mr. Tony Blair embraced the Ar-
gentinean President on Wednes-
day in a historic first visit by a
British Prime Minister to a country
that was until recently a sworn
enemy.

He held talks about “our future
as friends” in what the President,
Mr. Fernando de la Rua, described
as the “‘tranquil setting” of the wa-
terfalls at Puerto Iguazu, near the
border with Brazil.

Mr. Blair said he wanted to offer
help to Argentina, a country in the
grip of a severe economic reces-
sion. Its debts of £ 90 billions. are
currently rising by £ 1 billion a
month; unemployment is 20 per
cent and people are experiencing

the seventh genera strike in the
past 18 months<An economic col-

lapse threatens the Latin Ameri%
economy, particularly Brazills,
with repercussions in developing
markets around the world.

British officials described Mr.
Blair’s three-hour visit to Argentina

_ as part of the process of “normal-

isation” of relations between the
two countries after the 1982 Falk-
lands conflict, which claimed 255
British and 652 Argentine lives.

As Mr. Blair crossed the border
from Brazil, one of the first things
he saw was a metal road sign stat-
ing, “'Las Malvinas son Argentinas”
(the Falkland Islands are Argenti-
nian).

British officials said sovereignty
of the South Atlantic islands would
not be on the agenda. — ©Tele-
graph Group Limited, Londg
2001

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair (left), and the
Argentinian President, Mr. Fernando de la Rua, chat in front of
the lguazu Falls, in northern Argentina, on Wednesday. — Reuters
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RIOTS CAUSED BY

- SEGREGATION

G \(}v By WILLIAM FRANKEL in LONDON o\

'WENTY years ago Britain -
was anxiously reflecting on’

the causes of the serious rioting
that was taking place in Lon-
don and dozens of towns all
over the country. The more
recent street violence, though it
was limited to a small number
of northern towns and not as
intense as its 1981 predecessor,
was like it in that it was
racially based. Then it was the
West Indians, the 2001 version
involved  Asians, mainly
Pakistanis.

The 1981 riots constltuted the
most serious outbreak of civil
disorder for at least a century.
Beginning in the West Indian

' enclave of Brixton in London, it
© was followed by what was then

described as “copy-cat” turmoil

. in the great cities of Birmin-

+ gham, Manchester and Liver-

i pool as well as in many nor-

. rioting in which hundreds of .

mally tranquil smaller towns.
Some claim that the current

young Pakistanis were involv-
ed is a-consequence of the same
social problem which gave rise
to the West Indian problem
twenty years ago. But even the
most superficial study of the
facts suggests that this is not
the case.

‘Twenty years ago, Britain was’

in the midst of a slump with
unemployment close to three

. million — it is less than one

" violent

million today. It was a time
when vielence was rife in many
parts of the world, while in
Britain the assault on the trade
unions had become explosive.
In that year, Mr Rupert
Murdoch, with the help of the
then Prime Minister Mrs Mar-
garet Thatcher, had confronted
the printing trade unions. The
clashes between the police and
union pickets.at The Times new
Wapping headquarters were so
that they were

- frequently described as street
. warfare.

SEGREGATION

In the intervening years

* things had become more placid.

' More sensitive policing was
. introduced, the Race Relations
: Act was promulgated to bar

racial diserimination while bo-

' dies like the Commission for

", ving the atmosphere.

Racial Equality were impro-
But the

' recent spate of rioting, which

has caused damage estimated
at £25 million, was less due
to economic circumstances

* than the divisions between

" they

communities in a multicultural
city:

Segregation begins in the
schools with nearly all Pakis-
tani children attending Mus-
lim, schools, which are state
funded, and continues with
physical separation in housing.
Immigrant groups in the past

tended to live close together

initially but then dispersed as
integrated into the
general community.

Not so the Pakistanis. This
was one of the findings of a
study of race- relations situ-
ation in Bradford which had

‘ been undertaken before the
! current disturbances in that
. city. Commissioned by Brad-
« ford’s . city council, the study

was~ conducted by Lord Ouse-

-cannon or teargas. They ne€d

ley, a former chalrman\of the
Commission for Racial Equ-
ality, who’is himself of West
Indian origin.

Based on hundreds of inter-
views in the city the report,
which was published last week,
asserts that Bradford had been
“in the grip of fear” before the
riots because of the division
between the White and Pakis-
tani communities. That divi-
sion had primarily come about
through the “polarisation” of
young people along ethnic and
religious lines,

The city school system was
one of “virtual apartheid” and,
wrote Ouseley, "there is limited
or non-existent interaction bet-
ween schools of different com-
munities”. The segregated sta-
tus quo had been maintained
by “self-styled community lead-
ers...through fear, ignorance

“and threats.”

MISREADING

This, the report implies, is the
core of the problem. However,
it concludes that “the reality of
all-white and all-Asian schools
cannot be wished away”. The
best that can be expected is
that the Asian schools curri-
culum should place emphasis
on preparation for citizenship
in Britain.

Lord Ouseley criticises the
practice in many Asian house-
holds of taking their children
out of formal education at criti-
cal periods for lengthy stays in
Pakistan thus damaging their
academic development. .

The police came in for some
critical comment. It is often
alleged that the police are
unnecessarily harsh towards
minorities and intolerant of
ethnic differences. The report
does not endorse this view but,
quite the reverse, suggests that
police on the beat are not as -
forceful as they might be for
fear of being called racist-and
thus damaging their career
prospects.

Though welcoming the report
in general, a spokesman for the
West Yorkshire police has de-
nied that its officers are afraid
to tackle criminality in the
Asian community. Ne. formal
comment on the report has yet
been made on behalf of the
government but the Prime
Minister, Mr Tony Blair, ap-
pears to regard the violence as.
a law and order issue rather
than one of race. He has con-
demned the riots as no more

than simple “thuggery”.

The Home Secretary, Mr
David Blunkett, agrees. He
believes that those who attac-
ked the police in Bradford and
elsewhere were - overwhel-
mingly driven by the sheer .
nihilistic delight in thuggery
and criminality,

Because the police came so
near to being overwhelmed in
Bradford, he has authorised
them {6 use teargas and water-
cannon in case of future
rioting. But a columnist in the
liberal  newspaper, The
Guardian, is unconvinced that
this is the answer. : :

“These Asian youths, he
wrote, do not need- water

hope”.
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HIS HAS been a diffifult sum-

mer for race relations in Britain

and many believe that it is not

entirely unconnected with the
rather aggressively divisive rhetoric
which some Tories and their support-
ers deployed in the run-up to the gen-
eral election. The campaign on asylum,
suggesting that Britain has become a
“soft touch” for illegal immigrants, is
widely seen to have reinforced latent
xenophobia among the less enlight-
ened sections whose number might be
small but who matter because most of
them happen to live in deprived
“mixed” neighbourhoods, already
prone to tension.

Critics say the remarks of some Tory
leaders contributed to a climate which
is highly volatile. “There is little doubt
that the popularising of racism in the
asylum context has spilled over into
settled Asian and black communities.
With asylum seekers vilified in the
press, the countdown to the election
was a horrible affair, with the Conser-
vatives continually upping the ante so
that the Government tried to match the
rhetoric of national alarm,” two civil
rights activists wrote to The Guardian
after this week’s riots in Bradford.

Significantly, the season’s first out-
break of racial violence — in Oldham
— happened during the election cam-
paign when some Tory extremists were
warning against the danger of Britain
becoming a ‘“mongrel” race and im-
migrants were being portrayed as a
threat to Anglo-Saxon culture. Even the
sober Tory leaders, including the party
chief, Mr. William Hague, often spoke
in terms that evoked images of a Britain
in danger of being overrun by ““foreign-
ers”, inadvertently handing ammuni-
tion to the racist lobby.

It is not difficult to see the connec-
tion, however remote, between some of
the inflammatory language used in the
campaign, the riots in Oldham and the
unexpectedly impressive performance
of the ultra-right British National Party
(BNP), which contested two Oldham
seats on a ‘‘Rights for Whites” plat-
form. The party which stands for racial
segregation and ‘‘voluntary” repatria-
tion of immigrants got 11 per cent of
the vote — its best-ever performance in
an election, and that too in a town
which has traditionally been a Labour
stronghold.

The BNP’s most authoritative voice
and its best known face, Mr. Nick Grif-
fin, who was a candidate in Oldham,
openly claimed that if the voting had
taken place prior to the riots his party
might not have done as well, acknowl-
edging the role riots played in raising
"his and the BNP's profile. Though it
lost both the seats, its share of votes
was respectable enough for it to de-
clare itself the ““voice of Oldham”. The
party did similarly well in another riot-
prone constituency, Burnley, where vi-
olence broke out after the elections.
Burnley again has been a Labour back-
. yard — as indeed are Leeds and Brad-
ford. .

To treat the racial
violence in Britain simply
as a law and order
problem, ignoring
the underlying causes,
would be a mistake,
says Hasan Suroor.

Labour apologists have trotted out
statistics to suggest that the BNP’s per-
formance has been overrated and to
caution against being taken in by its
bark; and one Labour MP writing, of all
places, in the pro-Tory Telegraph has
accused “‘revolutionary Trotskyists” of
giving too much importance to far right
groups saying everything would be all
right if everyone simply looked the oth-
er way. ‘‘The only way the revolution-
ary Trotskyists can get a response is to
go into Asian communities and fright-
en people into the spectre of neo-Nazi-
sm. And in so doing the Trotskyists —
deliberately and for their own purposes
— give the fascists a credibility they
don’t deserve,” according to Mr. Sion
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Police nab a troublemaker in Bradford.

Simon, Labour MP for Birmingham Er-
dington.

An Indian Left-wing academic said
the theory that certain inconvenient
tendencies would “‘blow along the gut-
ter” if you simply ignore them, as Mr.
Simon suggests, is of a piece with the
sentiment that indirectly helped the
BJP increase its strength in Parliament
from two to 100-plus, and form a gov-
ernment. ‘“Whether or not they are in-
volved in the riots is a different issue,
but you cannot ignore that groups such
as the National Front and the BNP have
become more visible and that the BNP
has increased its acceptability. Who is
responsible for this is something we
can debate until the cows come home
but there is no point wishing these
groups away,” he said.

In the Commons, the Labour MP
from Bradford north, Mr. Terry Roo-
ney, pointedly drew attention to the
provocative presence of the National
Front and the BNP on the streets of
vulnerable neighbourhoods. ““...we see
the similarities between Bradford, Old-
ham and Burnley. The common thread
there is the presence on the street of
the far right groups of the National
Front and the British National Party,”

C€E

he said demanding a ban on
groups.

There have been four major
flare-ups since May — Oldham,
Burnley and Bradford — and i
these places right extremists were
tive. Police say that in a democracy
cannot stop people from carrying
legitimate activities such as figl
elections, or holding meetings.
enough. But how about reining the
when a complaint is made against
cific persons? In all the four north
gland towns where riots have
place, a common refrain is that
are less likely to record or acton a
plaint by a non-white against a
person, than vice-versa; and that
event of a violent confrontation it
non-whites who are more likely
arrested. This is the grievance of
those who do not hold a brief for
ruly Asian youths and who have
demned their mindless viole
particularly in Bradford.

“The people of Bradford cond
violence and think it is disgustin:
police officers to be targets. But
police fail to implement laws desi;
to protect the community they wil!
the confidence of the public,” a
lim resident of Bradford said alle
that the police did not arrest
“thugs” even though they openly
led racist abuse. The counter
however, is that this still does not
fy the mayhem that followed and
the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair
the Home Secretary, Mr. David 1
kett, made it clear that no amou
provocation justified people takin
law into their own hands. That *‘tt
whether ‘‘blacks, Asians or wth
would be dealt with firmly in futur
been the message repeatedly pu
by Government spokesmen.

There are no two opinions tha
violence wreaked by Pakistani/Ba
deshi youth, particularly in Brac
was mindless and, as a local MP
vastly disproportionate to the prot
tion. There is also a consensus
those involved in it should be give
quarter and “thuggery” — the of
buzzword — should not be toler
But to treat it simply as a law and
problem, ignoring the underlying
es of this “thuggery”, would be a
take. A report by a former chairm
the Commission for Racial Equ
Lord Ouseley, released a few days
highlights racial segregation in sct
widespread unemployment, drug
ning and a complete breakdow
communication  between
groups and their white peers as a
some the major problems in Brac
It also indicts the local ““leadershij
developing a stake in the status
order to perpetuate its hold or
community. Much of what is tr
Bradford is also true of Oldham,
ley and other racially sensitive tow
and “thuggery”’ is simply a mani
tion. Beheading the ‘‘thugs” wil
help unless the climate that pro«
them is changed.
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" practised in Bradford’

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JuLY 12, ““Self-segregation”
has been identified as a major
cause of alienation between white
and ethnic communities in Brad-
ford, where widespread racial vio-
lence took place last weekend. A
virtual self-imposed “apartheid™ is
said to exist here with almost no
communication between Asians —
mostly Pakistanis and Bangladesh-
is — and whites.

The former chairman of the
Commission for Racial Equality,
Lord Herman Ouseley, author of a
new report on race relations in
Bradford, voiced concern today
over the near absence of any social
interaction “between the city's
whites and hon- whites. Bradford,
as he saw it, looked like two cities:
one in which only whites lived; and
the other inhabited by ethnic
groups. The two communities sent
their children to their “own”
schools and, in turn, these schools
did little to promote understanding
about other communities. The re-
sult was: mistrust and prejudice
arising out of ignorance and lack of
awareness about each other.

Lord Ouseley, whose report was
“leaked” two days ago but officially

released today, pleaded with the
people of Bradford to get out of
self-appointed “no go” areas and
lead more integrated lives. He dis-
agreed with the view that forcing
people to send their children to in-
tegrated schools or live in mixed
neighbourhoods interfered with
their choice. “Shouldn’t people be
free to live where they want to live
and send their children to the
schools of their choice?” asked one
resident.

Lord Ouseley said people were
free to make their choices but these
should be “more inclusive”, and
the tendency to “move away from
other communities” did not help
in building bridges with" others.
“Moving away from others creates
suspicion”, he pointed out. In his
report he has pointedly underlined
the damaging effect of self-segre-
gation, with different communities
seeking to “protect their identities
and cultures by discouraging and
avoiding contact with other com-
munities and institutions.” This
led to a communication gap and
reinforced mutual prejudice — the
view among whites for instance
that immigrants were being pam-
pered. The widespread “Islampho-

bia’’ was a direct result of Muslims
leading an insular existence, cut off
from the mainstream.

He said his report, commis-
sioned by Bradford Vision and the
local council and written well be-
fore the recent riots, was not in-
tended to offer “‘instant solutions”;
and its findings were not a ‘knee-
jerk reaction” to an event. Most
importantly the report was based
on the views of the local people
and its findings reflected the con-
cerns on the ground. Its aim was to
take a long hard look at both the
positive and negative aspects of
Bradford and offer a lasting per-
spective.

He emphasised that not every-
thing about Bradford was “‘nega-
tive”’ and its achievements should
not be allowed to be undermined
by recent events. “Bradford is a
district which can celebrate some
of its achievements,” he said.

Lord Ouseley identified the need
for integrated education as a pre-
condition for better communal un-
derstanding, and suggested a re-
view of school curriculum to make
them more inclusive.

He also wanted more young peo-
ple to take over leadership roles.




Bradford rigts symbol of a larger malaise

By Hasan Suroor,

LONDON, JULY 10. With minor clashes contin-
uing to mar the fragile peace in Bradford,
there were divergent views on what led to the
riots in this city inhabited predominantly by
Pakistanis. \1 a/

While the Gover. t was inclined to treat
it largely as a law an{l order problem, a report
commissioned by the local council blamed it
on years of racial segregation which, it said,
had fuelled divisions along communal lines.

The report by a former head of the Com-

~ mission for Racial Equality, Lord (Herman)

Ouseley, leaked to the media two days before
its official release, described Bradford as the
“ultimate challenge in race relations in Bri-
tain” and highlighted the near-total break-
down of communication between different
communities in the region.

Though written before the outbreak of vio-
lence last weekend, it echoed the concerns of
the more sober community leaders who have
consistently maintained that prejudices aris-
ing out of a ghetto mentality were behind mu-
tual intolerance.

Lord Ouseley’s findings, based on extensive
interviews with a cross-section of local com-
munities, were in contrast with the official
emphasis on law and order as the police spent
yet another night battling with stone-pelting

* youths, this time mostly white.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, called
the rioting an act of “thuggery” with protes-
ters “destroying their own community”, pre-
sumed to be a reference to the extensive
destruction of property by violent Pakistani
youths in the first flush of rioting on Saturday.

“There may initially have been an element
of provocation from the far-Right at some
point during Saturday. But first evidence sug-
gests that this is simple thuggery and local
people bent on having a go at police and, in
the process, of doing that destroying their
own community”’, his official spokesman was
quoted as saying.

Commentators  underlined  Downing
Street’s perception which they thought was
“at odds” with the Ouseley report’s focus on
the underlying social causes of tension.

They said while Saturday’s eruption did in-
deed seem like “thuggery” it could not be
dismissed entirely as an isolated incident and
there was need to address the issues raised by
the Ouseley inquiry.

The breakdown of family discipline among
ethnic groups was said to be a factor behind
the growing aggression in Asian youth.

k‘l?seem to be fraying at the edges and be
already gone among these young people”,
said Mr. Marsha Singh, the Labour MP from
Bradford West as even as he agreed that what
happened on Saturday was “‘senseless crimi-
nality”. :

A Muslim parent, echoing the Ouseley re-
port, said the policy of educational segrega-
tion which meant separate schools for white
and non-white children had done incalcula-
ble damage.

“I tried to send my child to an integrated
school but was turned down”, Mr. Mo-
hammed Afzal told BBC’s Newsnight. Chil-
dren brought up in a segregated climate
inevitably grew up knowing nothing about
others and developed an insular mentality.

Mr. Sajawal Hussain, a local councillor, said
the efforts started after the riots in 1995 to
promote integration had not been pursued,
resulting in a dangerous communication gap.

The Ouseley report, which prominently fea-
tured in the media today, voiced concern that

Asian youths set light to the garage

Burnt out BMW cars lying strewn on the forecourt of a dealer where a large group of
destroyed over 30 new cars in Bradford
on day. — AFP

communal relations in Bradford were “‘dete-
riorating” amid signs that communities were
“fragmenting along racial, cultural and faith

lines”. “‘Segregation in school is one indica-
tor of this trend. Rather than seeing the emer-
gence of a confident, multicultural district
where people are respectful, people’s atti-
tudes appear to be hardening and intolerance
is growing”, it said.

The report spoke of “‘fear” among the local
people of talking “honestly"”” about their prob-
lems. Misinformation or simply lack of infor-
mation bred cynicism and prejudice.

In a sharp indictment of local leadership it
says: ‘‘So-called community leaders are self-
styled, in cahoots with the establishment, and
maintain the status quo of control and segre-
gation through fear, ignorance and threats.”

Meanwhile, a number of youths from both
sides have been arrested and the police are
out in full strength to prevent further trouble.

/
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“THERE IS SOMETHING hauntingly familiar
about the way the Tony Blair Government has
responded to the recent outbursts of racial riot-
ing in Britain. The decision to order a thorough-
going inquiry into the state of race relations
follows the violence that erupted on the eve of
last month’s general election in some predom-
inantly Asian towns, the country continuing to
experience the aftershocks. The response, which
capped a series of shocking revelations of racial
discrimination across a wide spectrum of activ-
ity, certainly falls short as is evident from the
serious acts of rioting during the weekend. And
judging by the outcome of earlier reviews of race
relations, the inquiry is unlikely to do anything
more than hold up a mirror to the society, reflect-
ing the ugly sores that dot the multiracial mosaic.
In the absence of a political consensus, and a
readiness to acknowledge that race hatred is
about more than electioneering, the malaise will
continue to take an increasingly heavy toll.

Admittedly, Britain has been much less sus-
ceptible to racist politics than elsewhere on the
continent where the far right has succeeded in
garnering more and more public support. But the
country’s image as a liberal, multiracial society,
underscored among other instances by the rise of
an Asian to the captaincy of the prestigious na-
tional cricket team, has been receiving one knock
after another in recent months. The Law Society,
which represents nearly a hundred thousand so-
licitors, is the latest institution to be found guilty
of bias based on race (and gender, in the present
instance). It joins Britain’s National Health Ser-
vice, the police and the civil service where the
prevalence of such discrimination has been ac-
knowledged and documented by Government
commissions and independent probes. The med-
ical field has been the most conspicuous. Asian
and black doctors and paramedical personnel
have long been at the receiving end of this dis-

crimination, of being treated by the NHS as less |
than equal to their white colleagues. The poison,
it has been apparent for some years now, is
spreading. The Government-ordered inquiry will
specifically look into the role of public and pri-
vate sectors in contributing to the sense of un-
fairness among the ethnic groups. Immigrant
communities which have contributed substan-
tially to the national wealth continue to find it
difficult to pull themselves up from the bottom of
the heap. Unemployment among immigrants, for
instance, is officially said to be twice as high as

among the whites.
WY\~

If the emergence of an underclasg of jobless
youngsters in the immigrant community, ready
to stake their claim, causes concern today, more
worrisome in the long run should be the read-
iness of political parties to exploit the race divide.
The wakeup call came during the election cam-
paign last month from Oldham, the deprived
Asian-dominated town and stomping ground of
the racist British National Party which secured a
disturbingly sizeable increase in voter support in
the constituency. In the runup to the election,
the Conservative leadership had deliberately
rajsed the anti-immigrant rhetoric by exploiting
the asylum issue, with a spokesman shamelessly
questioning the qualifications of foreign doctors.
It was a throwback to the late 1960s when Enoch
Powell of the ‘Conservative far right thrilled his
partymen with a hateful “rivers of blood” speech
in which he opposed a race relations bill. Today,
after playing the race card with disastrous results,
the Conservatives are ready to support Govern-
ment action to extend legislation on racial equal-
ity that imposes new duties on public authorities
to actively promote equality. What Britain needs
is the political will to fight racist groups that
thrive on the fringes of society. It is time
liberal core asserted itself strongly.

THE HINDL
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London, July 9\ ¥ /

THE HOME secretary, David
Blunkett, is considering the use

- of water cannon and tear gas to

help police tackle riots such as
those that have erupted in a
string of northern towns since
Easter.

Blunkett was speaking after
pitched battles in Bradford at
the weekend in which hundreds
of police officers fought for nine
hours to disperse a hard core of
200 rioters, most of them young
Asian men, from the city centre
and the Manningham district,
the scene of riots in 1995.

Police in riot gear faced an
onslaught of bricks, bottles,
petrol bombs and fireworks, and
120 officers were injured in
some of the worst disturbances
seen in Britain in 20 years. Two
men were stabbed, and 36 people
- 23 white and 13 Asian - were
arrested.

The Bradford riots are the lat-
est in a sequence that began in
the city at Easter and have
spread through Oldham, in
Greater Manchester, Burnley, in
Lancashire, and back to York-
shire. There have been more
than 150 arrests,

Blunkett’s uncompromisingly
tough comments suggest that
ministers are running out of
patience with youths who hurl
missiles and firgbombs at police
in response to activities by the
National Front and the British
National Party, which picked up

significant support jrrthe gener-
al election.
He said the gdutious approach

f British p0lice left them at a
‘dvaptage. “We don’t in these

Police and local youth in the Manningham area of Bradford, northern
England, on Sunday. Racial violence in Bradford earlier injured (20
policemen and led to 36 arrests.

instances use water cannon,” he
said. But that approach resulted
in prolonged confrontations
rather than “shorter and sharp-
er” conflicts seen elsewhere in
Europe.

“I am not keen on upping the
ante,” he added. “I am very keen
on the way our police force oper-
ates as far as possible at the low-
est level to maintain order. “But
I am keen to examine any sug-
gestions that are put forward in
circumstances where people
believe they can go on the
streets, threaten others includ-
ing the police and believe they
can get away with it.” Later he
said, “All history shows, and I
mean all history, that if you
allow disorder to take over from
democracy, then fascism can
win. I am in favour of light

AP PHOTO

touch policing, rather than a
more draconian policy, but have
no doubt we will act decisively if
we have to.”

Blunkett said he recognised
that it would mark a break from
the tradition of British policing,
but he could not allow the police
to be challenged. It is under-
stoodsthat the pressure to use
water cannon has come mainly
from the Bradford community,
including local councillors and
MPs, rather than from the
police.

Ministers are concerned at
the prolonged nature of the riot-
ing and the inability of the
police to contain the trouble,
despite drafting in so many rein-
forcements. Senior West York-
shire police officers said the
riots in Bradford had been

Ul mulls riot remedy

fomented by the NF, which had
been banned from marching in
the city, with feelings hyped up
by the Anti-Nazi League which
held a rally there on Saturday
afternoon.

Marsha Singh, Labour MP for
Bradford West, last night sup-
ported calls for Anti-Nazi
League rallies to be banned, say-
ing “the price is too high”.

Police had to call for rein-
forcements from eight other
forces and almost 1,000 officers,
many in riot gear, were needed
to restore order. Greg Wilkin-
son, assistant chief constable of
West Yorkshire police, conceded
that tactics designed to stop
crime and disorder and to dis-
perse the crowds had not
worked.

“The strategy was not suc-
cessful but we did the best we
could,” he said. “There were
times when I didn’t feel we were
completely on top of the situa-
tion and there were times when
we were extremely stretched.”

Last night, there was a heavy
police presence in the city cen-
tre and officers urged people to
stay off the streets.

In Manningham, where pubs
and a club were torched, shop
windows were smashed and a
BMW garage and its cars were
wrecked, one young rioter said
the action was a message to the
NF. “It says that if they come to
Manningham, this is what they
will get,” he said.

A spokesman for Bradford
Royal Infirmary said 82 people,
63 of them police officers, need-
ed hospital treatment following -
the riot.

The Guat;dian
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/ /@ BRITAIN / POLICE, PAK. YOUTHS FIGHT NIGHT-LONG BATTLE

pts in violence

By Hasan Suroor \})\f@

LONDON, JULY 8. As Britain’s scorching summer
of racial violence continues, vicious rioting
erupted in Bradford on Saturday following
street protests against the far-right National
Front’s attempt to march through the city cen-
tre defying an official ban. Pakistani youths,
retaliating against racial abuse by NF activists,
fought pitched battles with the police all of
Saturday evening and until the early hours of
Sunday in what was described as Bradford’s
most violent night in years.

An uneasy calm prevailed on Sunday but the
authorities were keeping their fingers crossed
as tension remained high and the police came
under fire from ethnic groups who accused
them of using “heavy-handed tactics.”

The Home Secretary, Mr. David Blunkett
dismissed the criticism as an attempt to find
scapegoats, and urged people to take a ‘‘deep
breath” and “stop passing the blame’’.

The trouble, in which two persons were
stabbed and 80 police officers injured, was
concentrated in the largely Asian Manning-
ham district lined with properties owned
mostly by Pakistanis.

Ironically, a number of vehicles set on fire
by angry immigrants belonged to their own
communities and many local residents were
angry at what they termed as “'self-destruc-
tive” violence, echoing Mr. Blunkett who in a
TV interview told the immigrant youth to pon-
der that they were destroying their own prop-
erties. They must try to be a “part of the
solution”” rather than become a part of the
problem, he said.

“These hooligans have been stealing cars
and then setting them alight, but these cars
belong to Asian people and they are just hurt-
ing their own. The trouble tonight is senseless
and it will take us years to recover”’, a Muslim
youth told journalists. People complained that
many of the rioters were outsiders, brought in
by immigrant militants to take on the white
fascist groups. In the end, it turned into a con-
frontation between Pakistani youth and the
police with the National Front simply melting
away after providing the spark.

“There’s no logic to this. Where is the pro-
test? Where are the National Front?” asked a
bewildered local councillor, Mr. Mohammed
Riaz, as he watched cars and shops go up in
flames. He found it hard to believe that this
was happening in a “city in England”,

This is the fifth north England town to erupt
in recent months after Oldham, Leeds, Burn-
ley and Accrington, raising fears of more
“‘copycat” riots. Though generically described
as “Asians”, the immigrants involved in these
riots, both as victims and perpetrators, have

Bradford eru

Youths fight in the Sunbridge Road in the centre of Bradford during ethnic

riots on Saturday. — AFP

been mainly Pakistanis and Bangladeshis and
Indians are tending to resent the catch-all
“Asian’’ label and prefer to be called British
Indians to distinguish themselves from their
more volatile subcontinental neighbours.

A Left-wing Indian academic said the “‘cycle
of violence” would continue so long as '‘Pakis-
tani and Bangladeshi youth remain frustrated
because of their low level of education and
high unemployment.” He said they were ‘“sit-
ting ducks” for racist organisations such as the
National Front and the British National Party
who portrayed them as parasites. He suggest-
ed they learn from Indians — invest in educa-
tion, integrate themselves locally and get on
with their lives in a manner that would not
make them stick out as undesirable aliens.

Tension in Bradford had been simmering
for over a week following the NF’s plans to go
ahead with its march despite a ban.

There are different versions of how the trou-
ble on Saturday erupted. One is that it started
when a gang of white youths marched through
the centre of the city chanting racist abuse.
According to another version, the provocation
came from a group of NF supporters who had
gathered in a pub. They hurled abuse at Asian
youths who were attending a meeting of the
anti- Nazi League in the city’s Centenary
Square.

While it was widely acknowledged that the
provocation came from white gangs, the scale
of retaliation by Pakistani youth took people

by surprise indicating an element of prepared-
ness. After the first round of clashes during
which a white youth was stabbed, police clear-
ed the city centre and things looked like quie-
tening down. But a little later, the local
non-white youths regrouped in another party
of the city and that’s when the clashes with the
police began.

As in previous riots, protesters used all sorts
of missiles — petrol bombs, stones, bottles,
street signs, hammers, burning torches and
whatever they could lay their hands on. Cars
and properties, including a pub and club werc
set on fire as police on horses tried to beat
them back. Attempts by community leaders
failed to calm passions, with the cat-and-
mouse game between the rioters and police
continuing until early on Sunday.

Authorities have been criticised for not be-
ing sufficiently tough with NF activists. Mr.
Gerry Sutcliffe, Labour MP from Bradford
south, said: “Police knew where the (far right
groups) were coming. I am not convinced we
did all that we could to stop them getting into
the city centre.”

There were calls for the Government to send
out a strong message to racist groups, even as
ethnic communities were reminded of the
need for restraint from their side. The fact that
all the five towns where racial violence has
taken place recent}y are Labour constituencies
was not seen ag4 good advertisement for La-
bour.
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OR THE second time in

four years, the Torie

find themselves \5\0

wringing their hands i
despair as they look for
someone who can win them a
election again. And, suprisingly
for a party which went through
what looked like a collective
suicide pact in the recent
general election in Britain,
there seems to be no dearth of
“leaders” who think they can
manage the feat.

Five such brave men have
already joined the race for the
party leadership to succeed the
unlamented Mr. William Hague
who resigned taking moral
responsibility for the Tories’
humiliating electoral defeat.
The line-up of the contenders
is a mix of pragmatic
conservatism and various

; shades of modernising
) tendencies.

This reflects, at one level, the
sharp divisions in the party
and, at another, a confusion
which can easily overwhelm
any organisation which has lost
two successive elections and
whose traditional platform has
been hijacked by others — in
this case Mr. Tony Blair's New
Labour.

The Tories are divided
between those, mastly the old
guard such as the former
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
Michael Heseltine, who believe
that nothing short of a radical
ideological overhaul would do
and those who think that
basically the party has got its
heart in the right place and all
it needs is some fine-tuning. As

)the competition for the
leadership intensifies the
differences are likely to sharpen
and become more public.

With no meeting ground
among the five contenders,
except the desire to “‘serve” the
party, no gne has any illusion
that whoever is elected will be
condemned to preside over a
divided organisation at a time
when what it needs is not only
internal cohesion but, equally
importantly, a public image of
unity.

An idea of the awesome task
that awaits the new leader has
been rather bluntly outlined by
Mr. John Maples, a former
Shadow Foreign Secretary, who
despite his own euroscepticism
has thrown his weight behind
the party’s only unabashedly
europhile contender, Mr.
Kenneth Clarke.

riting in The Times, he
alled for fundamental and

/@ﬁive brave men have
o(joined the race to be

leader of the Tories,
says Hasan Suroor.

extensive changes in the party’s
outlook and said the Tories
needed a leader who would
“change our agenda, stop us
talking to ourselves and start
talking to the public, soften our
tone, develop ideas about
public services, turn Tory
principles into policies for the
new century, cure our self-
destructive obsession with
Europe and unite us in the
battle with Labour for the
centre ground which is where
elections are won and lost”.

It is a tall order and besides

THE MEN WHO WOULD BE
KING: (Clockwise from bottom
left) Mr. Michael Ancram, Mr.
David Davis, Mr. lain Duncan
Smith, Mr. Kenneth Clarke and

Mr. Michael Portillo.

Mr. Clarke others who believe
they are up to the task include
the Shadow Chancellor, Mr.
Michael Portillo, a charismatic
but controversial figure whose
conversion from hard
Thatcherism to soft social
liberalism seems too pat to
many; the Shadow Defence
Secretary, Mr. lain Duncan
Smith, a Thatcher protege
termed a “normal family man”
by those who carp about Mr.
Portillo’s “childless”” family and
his gay past; Mr. Michael
Ancram, a softspoken aristocrat
who resigned the largely
ceremonial post of party
chairman to offer himself as a
“continuity” candidate; and last
but not the least Mr. David
Davis, a former Europe
Minister who thinks the media
is unfairly obsessed with his
rather “un-Toryish”
background — son of a single
mother, brought up on a
council estate.

The fact is that among the

. V7
Five for a crown of thorns

right-wing contenders —
Messrs Smith and Ancram —
he is the brightest horse to
back. He is articulate, has firm
views on the role of the state in
running public services and is
refreshingly young. -

The bookies’ favourite until
Mr. Clarke appeared on the
scene was Mr. Portillo and
though the balance has since
tilted somewhat, the
conventional wisdom is that
both would get through in the
first round when party MPs
shortlist two candidates for the
mass of party workers,
numbering over 300,000 across
the country. The final say is
theirs and which of the two is
able to impress them more
remains a moot point.

Both have their plus points
— Mr. Portillo’s euro-
scepticism is more in line with
the sentiment of the party’s
rank and file, but what gives
Mr. Clarke an edge is the
consistency of his convictions
and his refusal to make
compromises to make himself
more acceptable. In the 1997
leadership election, he was, in
fact, the favourite of the
grassroots workers.

Mr. Portillo’s biggest
disadvantage in a party which,
for all its ‘‘modernising”’
pretensions and alleged respect
for individual freedom, is still
deeply conservative in its social
behaviour is his gay past.

A Clarke victory wouild create
an unusual situation where the
party chief’s views on Europe
would be in conflict with the
official line. Despite his
attempts to play down its
implications, it is not going to
be easy to reconcile his own
“euro-enthusiasm’” with the
euro-phobia which is so deeply
ingrained in the party.

Mr. Smith, for instance, has
already declared that there is
no question of a compromise -,
on the issue. '

How Mr. Clarke handles such
senior euro-sceptic figures
without letting the differences
affect party’s unity will be
interesting to watch.

Yet, barring Mr. Pottillo and
Mr. Clarke, none of the
contenders has an eclectic
enough outlook to break the
party’s insular mould and make
it more in tune with the
demands of a modern society.
And, as Mr. Heseltine warned,
unless that happens, the Tories
can write themselves off for
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"The UK Indian gets a new logo

LONDON:It’s official: The British Indian is not the
British Asian so beloved of the tabloids and TV news
bulletins. Or at least he is not the lumpen, poorly edu-
cated, unemployable goon who gets into the papers on
the strength of headline-hitting arguments with far-
right groups like the British National Party (BNP) in
Bradford, Oldham, Leeds and Burnley.

Nick Griffin, the neo-Nazi BNP’s urbane and per-
sonable leader, who is sometimes described with more
exoticism than truth as a watered-down version of
Austria’s permanently sun-tanned, Hitler-quoting
politician, Joerg Haider, has been putting his expen-
sive Cambridge education to good use by rationalising
the cowboys and Indians divide. The BNP, says
Griffin, who has long espoused repatriating anyone
who does not automatically need sunscreen lotion, is
not anti-Asian and certainly not anti-
Indian. They are merely anti-Mushim.

Unsurprisingly, the Vishwa Hindu

RASHMEE Z AHMED importing them from India

found it needed at least 50,000 preferably highly-
skilled immigrants every year if Deutschland is still to |
be ‘uber Alles’, which translates into ‘Germany above
all’. It is not a matter of choice or fashionably multi-
cultural aspirations. Germany cannot pay its social
security bills and maintain its greying population in
the style to which it is accust ed unless it looks
beyond the Aryan gene bank. «K

No one is using the ‘I’ word to oftén, fe
potent import into the political debate of dual u

the
en-

tionables -Indians and immigration. It is hard to fdrget
what happened last year, when the German chancel-
lor controversially managed to introduce US-style
green cards mainly for Indian techies. Schroeder’s
hard-sell was not enough to prevent an opposition
campaign that told a Germany dedicated to the con-

cept of racial-cohesiveness to breed
computer programmers instead of

Parishad’s European functionaries
have seized on this evidence of the
BNP’s perspicacity as a sign of better
times just ahead. The campaign to
rename the sociological space various-
ly inhabited by Swaraj Paul, Perween
Warsi and Meera Syal and the million
or so decent, law-abiding, wealth-creat-
ing Patels and Shahs has gone on for
years. Indeed, British Indians need
nothing so much as a new logo, a trade-
marked identity, to fend off compar-
isons with the sub-continental chaff.

Perhaps, this too may come to pass.
The British prime minister, it seems, has discovered
the salient truth that Asians are a disparate-lot and
some are more disparate than others. This week, Tony
Blair will unveil plans for a massive inquiry into why
Indians are not ‘Asian’ enough to share basic charac-
teristics with Pakistanis and Bangladeshis. David
Owen, the academic Welshman who did Blair’s basic
research for him last year, tells us this is shorthand for
the following unedifying record clocked up by British
South Asians from anywhere outside India: pitiful
scholastic grades, paltry adult national learning per-
centages and unemployment rates twice as high as
those of the white majority, Indians and Chinese.

So Indians are on a roll. The only trouble is, they
seem to have impressed hardly anyone but the British
far-right. The Germans, for instance, are hardly falling
over themselves to welcome those credited with giv-
ing the world the swastika.

Consider this. Last week, the German government

Tony Blair

The bottom line of the Germian
“Kinder statt Inder” (children instead
4 of Indians) campaign should be
required reading for the VHP in
Britain. Re-branding and logo-defini-
tion is all very well, but out on the
streets, the British Indian is still a mere
‘Paki’, the grossest form of racist abuse.

dokokk

Everyone, including the Slovaks and
1 Slovenes, is trying to metamorphose
into model Europeans and find a place
in the enlarged European Union fami-
ly, but one clan that just won’t make the
effort is Britain’s royal Windsors.

Urgent consultations about a slimmed-down,
Europeanised, bicycling monarchy, with a clear divid-
ing line between public service and commercial
breaks, have, it seems, come up with a glorious no-
change formula. The review of the monarchy’s busi-
ness links was brought on by Sophie’s indiscretions, or
indeed the rather porky Countess of Wessex’s experi-
ments with truth and a tabloid reporter posing as an
Arab sheikh.

Poor Sophie’s chief sin was to be a fast-talking entre-
preneur stuck in a family that thinks it’s a rather good
wheeze getting the public to pay for the chance to see
the old silver. But the review offered stark choices:
Real work or the alternative therapy of a life devoted
to cutting ribbons. In doing both, they make royal cap-
ital out of a family firm that is uneasily looking over its
shoulder at the novel Bulgarian solution -turn kin
into king-maker by voting his party into office.

L./
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,u Serious security
}lapse at RAF base

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 4. Questions have
bgen raised about the security at
one of Britain’'s most sensitive
surveillance centres — the RAF
base at Menwith Hill in north
Yorkshire —, after a group of
Greenpeace activists stormed it
on Tuesday, meeting with little
resistance as they literally walked
through its front gate. For as long

i as it would have taken real sabo-

teurs to wreak havoc, the peace-
niks had a free run of the place —
cutting wirefences, climbing up a
watertank, roaming around the
“secure’” complex and even greet-
ing the unsuspecting Gls, out on
their morning jog.

The demonstrators, dressed up
as missiles and carrying banners
and humming the tunes from
“Star Wars” and “Mission Impos-
sible”’, were protesting U.S. plans
to use the base for its “Son of Star
Wars”’ programme.

The RAF Menwith Hill,
equipped with some of the
world’s most sophisticated com-
munication facilities, is one of the
two British spy bases which the
U.S. might use as a “listening
post” for its nuclear missile de-

fence shield project. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, is under
pressure from his own Ministers
and MPs not to let Americans use
the British bases for a programme
which, it is widely believed, would
accelerate the arms race.
Pratesters told newspapers that
they were surprised how easy it
had been to gain entry into the
high-security zone, with only two
sleepy men and a dog guarding its
entrance, The incident had ex-
posed its vulnerability and made

a mockery of its so-called invinci-
bility. “The fact that we were able
to get over 100 volunteers into the
base shows how easy it would be
to take out U.S. defences. There is
no way that the most sophisticat-
ed electronic surveillance can
guard against attacks by suitcase
bombers"”, said Mr. Steven Tin-
dale, head of Greenpeace U.K.

It took the base security nearly
the whole day to evict the pro-
testers, but some were still hold-
ing out until this morning. One
report said a group had "broken
back” into the complex.

In a surreal account of the in-
cident, Mr. john Vidal of The
Guardian wrote that ‘“‘not a dog
barked or siren wailed” as the
protesters breezed past the laid-
back securityguard and spread
themselves out. One group got on
to the water tower and “waved
their flags and waited. And wait-
ed. Nothing happened.”

Meanwhile, another group
managed to reach as far as the
“last line of defence” just before
the area where surveillance is be-
lieved to take place. Critics said if
anyone could come that close to
the real thing, it raised serious
questions about the nature of se-
curity. By all accounts, it was a
security lapse, even if the protes-
ters were guilty of breach of secu-
rity. “It was very funny and it does
raise questions about the kind of
security they have here”, a Green-
peace spokesperson told The In-
dependent.

More protests are planned to
highlight the “dangers” from the
Star Wars programme ahead of
the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush’s talks with Mr. Blair later

this month. /

/
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British MPs under

fire

London Vj\

BRITISH POLITICIANS are
stoking racial hatred with
inflammatory -comments on
asylum and immigration,
according to an independent
report to be put to the United
Nations tomorrow.

As new trouble flared in the
north of England yesterday,
with an Asian family of seven
fleeing their house which was
petrol-bombed as they slept,
Amnesty  International and
other humansrights groups said
comments by Labour and Tory
politicians had led to violence
against asylum:-seekers,

In a damning report to the
UN Human Rights Committee,
11 organisations, led by Liberty,
the civil rights group, and
including the Law Society and
the Bar Human Rights Commit-
tee, say ‘politicians and media
alike have been encouraging
racist hostility in their public
attitudes towards asylum-seek-
ers’,

They say: “Such negative pre-
sentation of asylum-seekers
has not only led to direct
attacks on asylum-seekers, but
also an underlying greater hos-
tility towards all those from eth-
nic minority communities, and
heightened racial tensions. In
our view, the recent race riots
in Oldham and Bradford are to
an extent directly linked to the
above.”

Jagdesh Patel, of the Moni-
toring Group, which supports
victims of racial harassment,

R )

last night backed thefindings:
“There is a marked increase in
reports to our helpline of
attacks when politicians make
speeches on race where they
blame asylum-seekers for prob-
lems.”

But as towns across the
North braced for more violence
between-Asian and white gangs,
Lord Tebbit, the former Tory
chairman, said he did not
believe the rhetoric from the
main parties had been exces-
sive.

“I am convinced that the race
relations industry is the main
recruiting ground for the
British National Party,” he said.

“There is a danger that, if the

debate on asylum is suppressed,
it will be continued only on the
far fringes of politics.”

Tensions rose after racists
fire-bombed the home of the
Asian family in the Lancashire
town of Accrington.

The family, the youngest of
whom is aged seven, were
asleep above the former
newsagent’s shop when a cover-
ingvover a front window was
forced open and petrol was
poured through and set alight.
The alarm was only raised
when the eldest son was awoken
by the smell of smoke.

He rushed through the house
to alert his family, which will be
re-housed because of the exten-
sive damage to their home.

Police said it was luck that no
one was killed.

The arson attack early yes-
terday followed four petrol

for race riots '

bombings in Accrington on Fri-
day evening against two white-
owned businesses, a school and
acar.

Two Asian youths were spot-
ted running away from the blaz-
ing car, police said.

Police and community lead-
ers have appealed for calm in
the town, where Muslim tomb-
stones were vandalised a week
ago.

Council leaders‘are consider-
ing a ban on marches and
demonstrations in Accrington,
similar to those in place in
Burnley and Oldham.

Nick Griffin, leader of the
far-right BNP, blamed the ten-
sions on ‘Asian thugs’. His
comments are certain to stoke
anger in the town, where more
than 4,000 voted for the BNP in
the general election. “Asian
thugs for some years now, in
places like Burnley, have been
winding this up by attacking
innocent white people,” he
said.

But the report to the United
Nations committee will under-
line fears that the distur-
bances in the North are but a
symptom of the state of race
relations in Britain.

Citing evidence of wide-
spread discrimination against
black and Asian Britons, the
authors also express ‘deep con-
cern’ about the continuing rise
in deaths in prison and the
high proportion of black peo-
ple who have died in police
custody since 1997.

The Observer
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‘)/\L U.K. RACE RIOTS / WHITE YOUTHS BATTLE POLICE IN OLDHAM & o S/

Blair blames right wingers for violence

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 29. In his first com-
ment on the racial violence in
Oldham, the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, today blamed it on
white extremists but defended the
police which has been accused of
being “heavy- handed” with
Asians.

While he did not name any ex-
tremist organisations, the refer-
ence was believed to be to the
supporters of the far-Right Na-
tional Front (NF) and the British
Nationa! Party (BNP) who have
been running a hate campaign in
Oldham ever since a white war
veteran was mugged by Asian
youths last month.

The BNP is also contesting two
parliamentary seats from the ar-
ea, allegedly with a view to ex-
ploiting racial tensions. Mr. Blair,
in an interview with The Guardi-
an, said whatever be the under-
lying reasons for tensions in
Oldham, “the most obvious rea-
son is that there are people who
always want to exploit any cir-
cumstances or difficulty.”

He said while problems would
always be there, what was con-
demnable was their exploitation
for “bad and regressive motives”.
However, he cautioned against
generalisations saying the Old-
ham riots should not be seen as
“symptomatic of race relations in
Britain”’. About the police who
have taken a lot of flak from
Asians in Oldham, Mr. Blair said
the fact was that the police had
got a “good recopd”on race rela-
tions”. In whgtvas seen as a pep
talk addrese€d to the ethnic com-

P

Asian residents of the Goldwixk neighbourhood run away from the
burning Greenhill Mill School in the north English town of Oldham
on Monday after rioters threw petrol bombs on the school. — AFP

munities, he said: “You cannot
excuse (the violence) in any shape
or form.”

Meanwhile, violence erupted
again in Oldham on Monday
night as white youths, defying
heavy police presence, took to the
streets and hurled petrol bombs.
They wanted to march into Asian-
majority areas, but the riot police
effectively blocked the main road
leading to Asian homes and after
a tense stand-off, the rioters were
forced to disperse.

This was Oldham’s third suc-
cessive night of disturbance after
yet another day of deceptive calm
during which there was even a
cultural event in the town centre.
So far, 48
people — both whites and Asians
— have been arrested, and police

warned they were determined to
deal firmly with trouble-makers,
irrespective of their colour. Senior
police officers denied they had
been more harsh with Asians than
with whites. They insisted they
had been “‘balanced” in their ap-
proach, and that police presence
in Asian areas had been increased
to protect ethnic groups.

There was resentment that
nothing had been done to prevent
the entry of extremists into Old-
ham even after the police admit-
ted that their presence was a
source of tension. The National
Front, it was stated, had been able
to get round a ban on its members
marching through the town. They
had been turning up at weekends

matches, and it was they whg

as football fans to watch loVoliticians should

were suspected to be behind last
Saturday’s attack on Asian prop-
erties which triggered the rioting.
NF supporters were also said to
be campaigning for BNP candi-
dates, and distributing allegedly
provocative leaflets.

Police, however, said they
could not stop legitimate political
activity and that they had not
found anything objectionable in
the leaflets.

The BNP chairman, Mr. Nick
Griffin, who is contesting one of
the seats, confirmed his party’s
divisive agenda saying it wanted
Oldham to be divided on ethnic
lines. The Times reported him as
saying that he favoured “North-
ern Ireland-style walls to keep
warring communities apart” and
called for a “‘peaceful exchange of
people from both sides.”

The NF also declared its inten-
tions to set up a ‘“‘strong local
base” in Oldham after the elec-
tions.

The issue, meanwhile, got inev-
itably involved with the election
campaign with the Liberal Demo-
crats coming under fire from To-
ries for saying that the Tory
propaganda on asylum and immi-
gration had contributed to a divi-
sive climate.

The Tories have accused Liber-
al Democrats of “‘gutter politics”
and demanded an apology. The
Labour too was quick to distance
itself from the Liberal Democrats’

|
|
|
|
\

remarks though the Home Se
tary, Mr. Jack Straw, a that
id intem-

perate language.




RACIAL VIOLENCE / RETALIATORY ATTACKS SPREAD FEAR

Burnley, Oldham not linked: po

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 25. Police and community leaders
were today trying to calm passions in Burnley,
Lancashire, after a second consecutive night
of racial violence amid fears of “‘copy cat” riots
spreading to other areas.

Shops and vehicles were burnt in retaliatory
attacks by gangs of Asian and white youths
with each side matching the other measure for
measure in what was described as a replay,
though on a smaller scale, of the clashes in
neighbouring Oldham a few weeks ago. While
a white mob burned down an Asian news-
agent’s shop, immigrant youths, mostly Pakis-
tanis and Bangladeshis, attacked a pub which
they alleged was a meeting point for racist ele-
ments and set fire to a leisure shop.

Contrary to initial reports, the trouble ap-
pears to have been sparked by an argument
after an Asian family asked their white neigh-
bour who was having a weekend party late on
Saturday night to stop playing loud music.
“Some whites allegedly responded with
threats saying: we will sort you out,” accord-
ing to a newspaper version. It said within min-
utes, a van which the Asians alleged had been
used by the far-right British National Party
(BNP) during the recent elections arrived car-
rying a group of white youths. Soon skirmishes
began and stones were thrown at an Asian taxi
driver. As he came out of the vehicle, he was
hit with a hammer breaking his cheekbone,
triggering a wave of anger which the Asian
youths first directed at the police and then at
white properties.

Asians complained that the police were slow
to respond and took nearly 30 minutes to re-
ach the scene of the attack on the driver. Mr.
Rafique Malik, Deputy Mayor of Burnley, crit-
icised the police saying: “If the police took half
an hour to arrive after the taxi driver was at-
tacked, what faith do we have that they will
protect our people.” Sober elements in both
communities sounded distressed repeatedly

-
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The burned out Duke of York pub damaged after a night of riots
in Burnley, England, on Monday. — AP

saying that “Burnley is not Oldham” and that
the town had a good record on race relations.
Ms. Marie Coulston, whose pub windows were
smashed, said she never had trouble before
and Mr. Malik, testifying to the tolerant image
of the area, declared: “It would be a shame for
Burnley to be tagged as another Oldham be-
cause it is not. | have been a councillor here
for 30 years and the majority of voters are
white and they have always supported me.”
Police also sought to rule out a link with
Oldham but suspicions remained because of
the presence of alleged BNP activists. As in
Oldham, here too the BNP contested the gen-
eral election and got 4,000 votes indicating its
creeping strength in mixed areas of north En-
gland. “There is a feeling here that a domino
effect may be at work,” a BBC reporter_said
from Burnley. Nearly 6,000 of the to over

90,000 population comprises Asian immi-
grants who claim that the area has no history
of racial tension. They were surprised that the
BNP managed to get over 11 per cent votes
and blamed “outsiders” for stirring up trou-
ble. One Asian told a newspaper that his fian-
cee was white and there had never been any
trouble.

This is the third outbreak of racial violence
in recent weeks and coincides with the in-
creased visibility of extremist groups such as
the National Front and BNP. Authorities, how-
ever, argue that they cannot be prevented
from engaging in legitimate political activity
such as fighting elections. In Oldham even as
Asians complained that the NF and BNP were
distributing inflammatory pamphlets, police
maintained that they found nothing objec-
tionable.



Asian traders attacked
in fresh UK race rloj;s

London, June 25 %X b
AT LEAST three busme%s‘ss
including an Asian-owned n
agent’s shop, a sex shop and a
pub were fire bombed and cars
set alight last night in fresh
racial clashes in the Lancashire
town of Burnley, northwest of

. England, police said today.

Scores of police in riot gear
tried to keep the rioting Asian
and white youths apart into the
early hours of this morning in
the predominantly Asian
Stoneyholme area of the town.
A police helicopter hovered over
the area keeping a strict vigil.

A spokesman of the Lan-
cashire police headquarters said
that efforts were on to bring
togethér leaders of the two com-
munities to ensure that there is
no recurrence of the rioting.

It was the second night of vio-
lence between whites and
Asians. Trouble first broke out
on Saturday morning when a
taxi driver was the target of a
racially motivated attack.

The trouble follows the Old-

ham riots ea)li,ef this month

when police blamed the British
National Party for stoking up
racial tensions in the town.

Burnley’s Asian community
leaders said the skirmishes
were spontaneous and sparked
by a dispute over loud music
being placed. An Asian family
asked white partygoers next
door to turn music down. Some
whites allegedly responded with
threats, saying, “we will sort you
out.” That was followed by an
attack on an Asian taxidriver by
a gang of whites. He suffered a
broken cheekbone. Police were
treating both attacks as being
racially motivated.

The town, with a six per cent
ethnic minority community of
mainly Pakistanis and Banglade-
shis, has no history of racial ten-
sion. But the right extremist
British National Party gained a
surprise 11.2 per cent of the vote
in the June 7 election fuelling the
tension and community leaders
warned that violence could con-
tinue if outside forces actively
came to the area to stir tension.

Shahid Malik, son of the
town’s deputy mayor and a senior

member of the commlssmn for
racial equality, said there was
added racial sensitivity in the
town after the British National
Party gained more than one in
ten votes in the general election.

“Sadly, it seems some of the
young men heard about Asian
businesses being attacked and
they felt the right course of
action was to attack white busi-
nesses. There is no justification
for that, but people must under-
stand that they have been taunt-
ed by white racists.”

Rafique Malik, the deputy
mayor said, “it would be a
shame for Burnley to be tagged
as another Oldham because it is
not. The white community is not

_racist, only a few individuals.”

Rafique Malik said Asians
were angry the police had taken
half an hour to reach the scene
of the attack on the taxi driver.
“People were very angry. If the
police took half an hour to
arrive after the taxi driver was
attacked what faith do we have
that they will protect our peo-
ple? This is not another Oldham.

PTI



‘Burnley hit-and-run
racial: Police

attack

FROM KAREN MATUSICQ’O/L

London, June 27 (Reuters):
British police said today they
were treating as racially motivat-
ed a hit-and-run incident in the
northern English town of Burn-
ley, the scene of three days of vio-
lent clashes between Asian and
White youths.

Lancashire police said they
were looking for the Asian driver
of the car which hit a White man
while he was walking with a
friend in the towr last night. The
man suffered a broken leg.

Burnley is the third northern
English town to be hit by rioting
involving ethnic minorities in re-
cent weeks. Ten people were ar-
rested overnight, police said, most
for possessing offensive weapons
or for public order offences.

But they noted that calm was
returning to the industrial town
following clashes between more
than 200 Asian and White youths
on Saturday and Sunday nights.

N A

Of Burnley’s 92,000 popu?a/-%\
tion, 4,000 are Pakistani and 2,000

are of Bangladeshi descent. Most
arrived in Britain in the 1970s to
work in the textile mills and facto-
ries. Burnley deputy mayor Rafig
Malik said that high unemploy-
ment and the rundown conditions
of the gritty town filled with
boarded-up vacant buildings and
cramped housing stoked the un-
rest. “There is a feeling of desper-
ation. Unemployment is a big
problem — the rate is more than
double for young Asians than for
Whites — and it breeds resent-
ment,” Malik said.

Home secretary (interior min-
ister) David Blunkett said the fact
that the far-right British National
Party, which proposes a ban on
non-White  immigration to
Britain, enjoyed its second-best
showing in this month’s general
election in Burnley was ominous.

Burnley is 30 km from Old-
ham, the scene last month of
Britain’s worst racial riots in

more than a decade. A police
spokesman said last night’s inci:
dent followed an alleged verbal ex:
change of a racist nature. The ve:
hicle, carrying four Asian men,
was driven towards the White
men. One jumped out of the way
but the other was run over. “This
was a very dangerous incident

and the victim suffered a broken .

leg, but he could have been much
more seriously injured or even
killed,” detective superintendent
Paul Buschini said. 5

During the weekend street bat-
tles, 22 people were arrested as
gangs clashed with each other ang
the police. Cars, a pub and an Indit
an restaurant were burned and
shops looted. Most of those arrest-
ed — a mixture of Whites and
Asians — were facing public order
or racial incitement charges:
Around five per cent of Britain’s
57 million people are from ethni¢

minorities, mainly from the
Caribbean, the Indian sub-conti
nent, Africa and China. -
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HAT the predict-

able has happened with

Labour back in office af-

ter a record-breaking
performance in elections and the
Tories in disarray, what's next?
The first week after the general
election in Britain has been event-
ful both for Labour and the Tories
— one trying to strike the right
note in the face of awesome expec-
tations from it in its second term in
office, and the other struggling for
political survival following a sec-
ond debacle in four years.

The Tories, who should have
been engaged in a post-mortem
and “quiet reflection’’, as a senior
leader suggested, are instead
caught up in a bitter leadership
struggle following Mr. William
Hague’s resignation within hours
of the party’s defeat. That a man
who — to quote the charismatic
Tory veteran, Mr. Michael Hesel-

For Labour, the most
daunting task is to
deliver on its
promises... As for the
Tories, they need to
get a new wardrobe.
Hasan Suroor on the
post-poll scene
in Britain.

tine — could not distinguish be-
tween a “‘bandwagon and hearse”
should have gone is entirely ap-
propriate but will his departure
make a difference? By all accounts,
what the party needs is a brutal
shake-up, and a radical concep-
tual shift to make itself compatible
with the demands of an increas-
ingly complex and culturally di-
verse Britain. Is it capable of
re-inventing itself?

For Labour, the most daunting
task is to deliver on its promises,
most of which are a hangover from
the first term. The Blair Govern-
ment is widely seen to have frit-
tered away the first term as public
services deteriorated, crime rose
and the more vulnerable sections
such as pensioners felt cheated.
During the election campaign, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, got
an earful from voters who, in the
end, still voted Labour simply be-
cause it was the lesser of the evils.
The Tories were clearly unelecta-
ble, and the Liberal Democrats too
raw for comfort.

Mr. Blair admits that his Gov-
ernment could not do as much in
the first term as it should have, but
says it was saddled with a crippling
Tory legacy which needed to be
got out of the way first. Having

cleared the cobwebs left behind by’

the Tories, and laid the “founda+
tions” of a strong economy, lLa-

bour it is now ready to come good
on its promises, Mr. Blair told vot-
ers. His campaign theme was: give
me another term, and see the dif-
ference.

Now that he has got what he
wanted, expectations are high —
and he is conscious of it. In his
very first public statement, Mr.
Blair said the mandate was an “in-
struction to deliver’”’ and the com-
position of his new Government is
seen to suggest that he does mean
business. In what has been de-
scribed as the most savage reshuf-

since Harold Macmillan’s
famous ‘night of the long knives”
when he sacked one-third of his
Cabinet, Mr. Blair has brought in
people perceived by observers as
“doers”’. It has been,called a “Blai-
rite Cabinet in his own image”, re-
flecting his new authority.

The inclusion of a record num-
ber of women in key departments
is a response to the charge that he
ran an old boys’ network. By shift-
ing Mr. Robin Cook out of the For-
eign Office and bringing a
euro-sceptic Mr. Jack Straw in his

AFTER THE CONTEST: The triumphant Blairs and (below) the
crestfallen Hagues.

More labour in Britain w _

place, Mr. Blair has sent out a sig-
nal that on Europe he is working to
a plan. To reinforce the image of a
Government determined to make
up for lost time, he has set up a
“delivery” unit presided over by
the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
John Prescott. But, as The Times
warned, the presence of a fresh
and “intelligent set of faces does
not by itself mean that policy will
be more imaginative or better im-
plemented”’. The important thing,
it said, was to press ahead with his
“domestic agenda more vigorous-
ly”. The Guardian called for “less
nonsense and more honesty” say-
ing that Labour must trust the vot-
ers more than in the past.

Meanwhile, the Tories are pass-
ing through yet another bruising
phase — a result of pursuing an
agenda which, according to Mr.
Heseltine, is completely out of
tune with modern Britain. The To-
ry campaign, it is widely acknowl-
edged even within the party, was
divorced from real issues. While
Mr. Hague and his team harped on
Europe, asylum and taxes, people
wanted to hear about bread-and-
butter problems — education,
health and transport. It was seen
as a party of xenophobes caught
up in a time warp, and sorely out
of touch with the changed social
attitudes.

“The real problems which con-
front the Conservatives now are
that they have few detailed policies
on the public services and are per-
ceived as both abnormal and out
of touch by most of the popula-
tion,” The Times said pointing out
that it needed to revamp its style,
philosophy and policies. The
message repeatedly hammered in
this past week is that the party
needs to broadbase its appeal by
taking a more relaxed view of new
social and cultural attitudes, par-
ticularly on issues such as single
parenthood, homosexuality and
multiculturalism.

The leadership battle has
thrown up deep divisions between
the hard Europhobic right-wing
Tories represented by the Shadow
Home Secretary, Ms. Ann Widde-
combe, and the Left identified
with the Shadow Chancellor, Mr.
Michael Portillo, the former Chan-
cellor, Mr. Kenneth Clarke, and
Mr. Heseline, among others. So
far, only Mr. Portillo has formally
announced his candidature while
Ms. Widdecombe, Mr. Clarke and
Mr. Ian Duncan Smith, a Thatcher
protige, are weighing their op-
tions. In the end, however, a mere
leadership change will make little
difference and whether the party
becomes electable again will de-
pend on whether it is willing to
make a radical break with the past.
It needs to get itself a spanking
new wardrobe now that New La-

bour has stolen its clothes s bril-
liantly. /0
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LONDON, JUNE 12, Mr. Keith Vaz was not skcked
from the Government but resigned on health
grounds, it was officially stated in what was
seen as an attempt to put a gloss on the con-
troversial Minister’s exit.

The manner of his departure was in line
with what the commentators had been saying
— that the official line would be to refute the
suggestion that it had anything to do with the
embarrassing political controversies that have
dogged him for months. Downing Street said
Mr. Vaz, who was Minister for Europe, wrote
to the Prime Minister Mr. Tony Blair on Sun-
day wishing to step down but it was not ex-
plained why the announcement was held back
to coincide with Monday's reshuffle in which
as many as 18 junior Ministers lost their jobs.
The confusion whether Mr. Vaz quit of his own
accord or was removed could have been
avoided if his “resignation” had been an-
nounced earlier in the day when speculation
was rife that he was to be dropped.

The Prime Minister’s office released a letter
in which Mr. Blair appreciated Mr. Vaz's rea-
sons for “standing down” and thanked him
for his “hard work” as Minister. “You have
been put under intolerable pressure recently
which can only have aggravated your illness. I
hope you will now have the chance for a prop-
er rest,”’ the letter said. However, long before
Mr. Vaz’s departure was announced, the BBC
had declared him “politically dead” saying
that “‘not a soul” in Whitehall expected him to
stay on.

Mr. Vaz, who was admitted to hospital on

Keith Vaz

Sunday following an infection, was discharged
on Monday afternoon, shortly before the re-
shuffle was announced. He was replaced by
Mr. Peter Hain, a former Foreign Office Minis-
ter who had been moved to the Department of
Trade and Industry a few months ago. Observ-
ers maintained that Mr. Vaz would have been
sacked if he had not resigned. It was also sug-
gested that he had perhaps been persuaded to
resign to save himself the embarrassment of
being dropped and to make it appear that the
Prime Minister continued to have trust in him.
His exit did not, however, end speculation and
while one newspaper quoted his “friends in
the Indian community’” as advising him not to

“prematurely attempt a comeback” another
said the controversy over his conduct as M.P.
would continue as he faced a fresh inquiry
into allegations relating to his properties.

For months, Mr. Vaz has been at the centre
of a series of embarrassing episodes largely
relating to his business links and the parlia-
mentary standards commissioner, Ms. Eliza-
beth Filkin’s charge that he did not co-operate
with her in her inquiry into his affairs. Though
he was cleared for his role in the Hindujas’
passport affair, there have been other “dis-
closures” regarding his business deals. The
latest allegation is over the properties he
owns. Mr. Vaz has denied the charges, and the
Prime Minister consistently backed him de-
scribing him as a victim of a media witchhunt.

Another Minister who was involved in the
Hindujas’ passport row and is now out of the
Government is Mr. Mike O'Brien. He was
sacked on Monday in what The Times de-
scribed as the most “'savage’ reshuffle since
1962 when Harold Macmillan got rid of one-
third of his Cabinet on the “‘night of the long
knives”. Mr. O’Brien was a Home Office Min-
ister when Mr. Peter Mandelson and Mr. Vaz
spoke to him about Mr. S. P. Hinduja's pass-
port application.

Even as he wielded the axe, the Prime Minis-
ter also handed out a pay rise to his Ministers
and raised his own salary by £47,000 a year
provoking a sharp reaction with unions accus-
ing him of following double standards. "It is
obviously one rule for politicians and another

for teachers and nurses,” the spokesman of a
teachers’ union said.
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- Blair replaces

- Vaz with Hai

FROM MIKE PEACOCK ( \ }7\government failed to a>t aghnst

London, June 11 (Reuters):
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
removed his scandal-tainted min-
ister for Europe Keith Vaz today
and replaced him with former
anti-apartheid firebrand Peter
Hain, a government official an-
nounced.

Hain has already served at tke
foreign office but was last an in-
dustry minister dealing with
“competitiveness in Europe”.

The African-born Hain came
to Britain as a teenager after his
parents were forced out of white-
ruled South Africa for opposing
apartheid. .

He helped sabotage a 1969
South African rubgy tour of
Britain and joined protests which
led to a cricket series being can-
celled the following year.

In his foreign office job, he won
a reputation for being a straight
talker with Africa’s leaders. Last
year he accused Zimbabwe’s Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe of giving a
“green light” to the murder of Op-
position supporters as Mugabe’s

the violent occupation of whie-
owned farms. )

Vaz, dogged for months by alle-
gations about his financial affairs,
was sacked in favour of Hain who
is promoted as part of a govern-
ment reshuffle at the start of
Blair’s second term in office.

He was one of the ministers for
the middle and junior ranks of
government announced today.
Blair, whose Labour Party was re-
elected last Thursday by a land-
slide, reshuffled the top jobs last
Friday, including new foreign sec-
retary Jack Straw.

The minister for europe is
based in the foreign office and will
play an important role in Blair’s
assessment of whether Britain

should enter the European single

currency. Vaz departs government
after months of allegations of im-
propriety in his financial and po-
litical activities.

He denied wropgdoing and
Blair steadfastly defended him,
but his circumstarfces have been a
constant headacle for the Prime
Minister.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, JUNE10

DESPITE his ill-health and
limited campaigning, Keith Vaz,
the sole Asian representative in

. the Blair calfinet, was re-elected
" to the House of Commons in the
" recent general elections, but the
niedia campaign against him re-
" -vived today saying' “he will be
sgxcked this week as Tony Blair
puits the finishing touches to hlS
reshuffle.”
" “The Prime Minister has de-
cided finally to remove Vaz, who
has clung on to his job for months
despite' a series of allegations
about his financia] affairs,” the

Sunday Telegraph said in itsreport.

Blair was at his country retreat

up anti-Vaz' campai

at Chequers yesterday working on
his reshuffle of middle and junior-
ranking ministers but is not ex-
pected to make any formal an-
nouncement of changes until
tomorrow.

In a lead story with the head-
line stating “tainted” Vaz to be
sacked in reshuffle, the Sunday
Times, claimed Vaz would be
sacked by Blair thiswéek, ending a
15-month period during which
“the Prime Minister clung to his
controversial Minister for Europe
in' the face of mountmg allega-
tions of misconduct.”

Blair has repeatedly defended
Vaz, saying that no accusations
against him have been proven,
and that he will not submit to
“media pressure”. Last week

BBC reported that Vaz had failéd
to declare in the Commons regis-
ter two out of five properties in
which he had a stake. Vaz insisted
he had done nothing wrong, .

Before that, his_links to the
NRI Hinduja brothers had been
investigated as part of the govern-
ment appointed Hammond “Pass-
ports for Favours” inquiry, which
found no evidéhce of wrong doing.

The brothers, Srichand and
Gopichand, flew back to Britain
last week and voted in the election
close to their central London
home. The foundation paid the

(
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money to the company, M‘apeS-. :

bury Commumcatlons, for. its
help to organise a lecture by a
Hindu. religious Jleader ;gt: the
Hause of Commons.
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REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE 9
RITAIN'S pol}n
" landscape on Saturda

was “Blair Country”,
with the Opposition
Conservative Party leaderless, a
new Cabinet in place and euro
membership the next big issue.
" Prime Minister Tony Blair, his
leadership reaffirmed after Thurs-
. day’ssweeping election victory, fol-
lowed- up ‘the success with the
biggest Cabinet reshuffle of recent
times. The main surprise was the
replacement of europhile Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook, which sent
amixed signal on whether the pro-
Europe Blair planned swift action
on joining the euro.

Money -markets had marked
down sterling, believing Blair’s vic-
tory made a rapid move towards its
replacement by the joint European
currency more likely. But Cook’s
demotion in favour of former
Home Minister Jack Straw, seen by
newspapers as a euro-sceptic
stopped such speculation in its

Sources said Straw’s appoint-
ment was to ensure a steady pair of
hands in charge of foreign affairs,
not connected with the debate
over the euro. Blair, the first
Labour Prime Minister to win suc-
cessive full terms i power after his
1997 landslide, acknowledged that
his “historic mandate” came with a
demand from voters for fast ac-
tion.

Robin Cook arriving at 10, Downing Street, before
the Cabinet reshuffle. He was replaced with Jack

Straw in the foreign office - Rewsers

at the Foreign Office, British news-
papers saw it as a step away from
the euro. “The extraordinary move
was seen as a clear signal to Brus-
sels from Blair that he will not
bounce Britain into ditching the
pound,” the tabloid Sun said.

The conservative Daily Tele-

graph said the action weakened the .

Cabinet’s pro-Europe wing be-
cause Straw was one of its most
scepticatmembers. “His move will
be seen as an indication that Blair
does not plan any rushed move into

ishing the pound,”
itsaid.

Blair's oft-stated
position on the euro
is that -economic
conditions favour-
ing “Britain must
first be met and a fi-
nal decision will be
taken by the public
in a referendum.
Opposition leader
William Hague was
seen as having blun-
dered in making

+ewrorather than so-

tral theme of his
| campaign. Butiron-
ically, it is now set to
become top of the
political agenda for
Blair’s first months
in power. The Con-
servative Party was
locked by Hague
into not joining the
euro for at least the
next five years. But as he has now
stepped down with the unenviable
distinction of being the first Tory
leader since the 1920s not to be-
corne Prime minister, the issue is
once again open for party debate.

Chris Patten, Britain’s last gov-
ernor of Hong Kong and now a
European Commissioner, shid the
Tories could only move forward
when pro-Europe leaders were
welcomed back to the fold.

“I'was attacked recentlybyone
anti-European for having lost the

cial issues the cen-

ook,%urohit

N Ireland poll

results hinder
peace process

REUTERS
BELFAST, JUNE 9

NORTHERN Ireland’s main
Protestant leader David Trimble
barely managed to retain his seat in
British elections on Friday that left
the province’s peace process badly

'wounded. Trimble, Chief Minister

of the British province’s uneasy
home rule government of Protes-
tants and Roman Catholics, won |
after a recount but with a greatly re-
duced majority.

He also saw his Ulster Unionist
Party lose ground to both hardline
Protestants and the main Catholic
party Sinn Fein. Gerry Adams,

- whose Sinn Fein party is the IRA's

political ally, was buoyant when
he was re-elected to his West
Belfast seat with nearly a 20,000
majority over the moderate’
SDLPgroup. = -

“This isa resounding vote by the
people of West Belfast for a national
republic, for an end to the Union
(with Britain), for an end to partition
and a new future for all the people
of -this small island of Ireland,”
Adamstoldjubilant supporters. De-
spite the setbacks, Trimble vowed to
promote the agreement. At the end

- of counting for 18 seats, Trimble’s
“party had'lost three of the nine

Whatever Blair's real motiva- the euro or to bounce the public ~ plot,” said Patten who backseuro | seats it held. Sinn Fein had in-
tion in replacing Cook with Straw  intoholdinga referendum on abol- membership. i creased its tally to four from two}
. - - s . = -
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v’ ‘The greatest Tory ever sold’\%\°
N a London play that opened as the Britis tion cam-
paign was getting from cold to tepid (it never became hot),
Tony Blair was savagely satirised as a control-obsessed, spin-
doctoring, truth-economising political con. The show received
rave reviews and drew big crowds. Given only this informa-
tion about the run up to the British elections, a pollster from
Mars may have concluded that the brutally caricatured Prime
Minister was in serious trouble. The Martian psephologist
would therefore have been appalled upon hearing the results
which returned Blair and Labour with a second successive
crushing mandate. Like all pollsters he would have pleaded
incomplete information. But unlike most of them, he would
have been right — nobody told him about William Hague, or
the Conservative Party. Such was the opposition that British
voters ignored Labour’s patchy to poor record on schools and
hospitals and the shocking, by Western standards, state of
the railway system. Labour has also not been called to
account for the modest (compared to the US and Western
Europe) rise in incomes coupled with higher taxes, the
absence of any extraordinary initiative bar the early granting -
of independence to the Bank of England and constitutional
reforms. Blair personally has got away with scandals and
manipulative behaviour — Formula One sponsorship, the
Millennium Dome, its backers the Hindujas, their quickie
passports and the passport-fixer Peter Mandelson, the
London mayoral elections and more of the same, may well -
have scarred another Prime Minister. ‘
Blair owes a debt of gratitude to the Conservatives who
were stripped naked after he stole their clothes to dress up
New Labour in 1997. Hague was supposed to find a new suit.
For most of Blair’s first term, he couldn’t. And the fig leaf
Tories had — euro-scepticism — was forever being torn to

bits by the party’s rival factions, which Hague was unable to
control. But perhaps the Tory leader’s biggest mistake was to
dust out the old clothes of British xenophobia. Hard right
rhetoric on asylum seeking immigrants, garnished by some
American-style tough talk on crime, was supposed to get |
British whites rallying to the flag, and put “multiculturalist” !
Labour in an unenviable situation of choosing between poli- |
tical pulse and political correctness. In the event, the British !
mainstream proved more indifferent than excited at Hague’s |
jingoism. Indeed, the riots in Oldham and Leeds, where !
Bangladeshi and Pakistani second generation immigrants
clasheq with whites and the police, and where the British far “
right gained thousands of extra votes, showed how dangerous ;
Hague’s rhetoric could be. Having veered to the right during |
the campaign, he was denied the compassionate conservative |
tag, which like in the US, could have proved useful. It is not |
that British voters wanted an old style leftist. Rather, like |
last time, they judged Blair — once memorably described as |
the greatest Tory ever sold — a better conservative. Blair- |
baiting plays will still get laughs in Britain. But the joke, for |
quite some time, will be on his opposition. /
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Straw is new U'\'ﬁ(\;

*~ Foreign Secy.

\'(()& By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 9. Mr. Robin Cook
has been shifted out of the For-
eign Office and replaced by Mr.
Jack Straw, who is Britain’s new
Foreign Secretary. Mr. David
Blunkett, who was Education Sec-
retary, succeeds Mr. Straw as
Home Secretary.

A sweeping post-election Cabi-
net reshuffle, reflecting the Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair’s new au-
thority, saw Mr. Cook appointed
Leader of the Commons, widely
perceived as a demotion. Mr.
Cook was reported to have been
so shocked that his first instinct, it
is stated, was to decline the new
assignment. But he quickly reco-
vered to put on a brave face say-
ing he was ‘‘delighted to come
back home to Parliament” after
four vears of jet-diplomacy and
that he hoped to play a “‘central”
role in piloting major bills.

Downing Street too softened
the blow clarifying that it was not
a demotion. ‘‘The Prime Minister
thinks there is an opportunity to
use his considerable talents in an-
other way. Parliament matters
and it is important there is a polit-
ical heavyweight in this important
role,” a spokesman said.

Speculation, however, contin-
ued to flourish and one of the rea-
sons for his “fall” was said to be
his disagreement with the power-
ful Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Mr. Gordon Brown, over Europe,
particularly the single currency.
Mr. Brown, who favours a cau-

tious approach, did not apparent-
ly like Mr. Cook's more
enthusiastic stance. Mr. Straw, on
the other hand, is a Eurosceptic
and more in line with Mr. Brown’s
thinking.
‘Abrasive’ style

Mr. Cook is also said to have
ruffled too many feathers in the
Foreign Office with what is de-
scribed as his “abrasive” style.
His controversial remarks on
Kashmir when he accompanied
the Queen to India were recalled
by observers today to undertline
his tendency to shoot off his
mouth, though even his critics ac-
knowledged that lately he had be-
come more restrained.

Mr. Straw is not a stranger to
India either, having worked close-
ly with North Block on issues such
as international terrorism. Bri-
tain’s decision to ban a number of
anti-India terrorist outfits fol-
lowed extensive discussions be-
tween Mr. Straw and the Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani.

Royal members
told to speak
only to panel

KATHMANDU, JUNE 9. Nepal's royal
palace today tried to stop witness-
es going public with the accounts
of last week’s massacre as officials
said one royal family member
could be reprimanded for his ver-
sion of the slaughter.

Officials said they wanted the
witnesses to speak only to the in-
vestigators to prevent a repeat of
the riots that broke out as people
struggled to come to terms with
an official explanation of the kill-
ings as an accident.

The widely circulated Kath-
mandu Post newspaper today
said the witnesses had been asked
to “maintain silence” over the
killings.

Mr. Lila Mani Pokhrel, an oppo-
sition member of Parliament and
the general secretary, the United
People’s Front, told a mass gath-
ering that the Government was
trying to cover up the matter. “I
don’t believe the Crown Prince is
the murderer. There is a conspir-
acy at work,” he said.

A former palace staff also said
he did not subscribe to the official
version. Speaking to a television
channel in New Delhi, Mr, Sanu
Bhai Dangal, who had worked in
the palace for over 35 years said,
“I don't think that Dipendra did
it. He was of a gentle nature.”

Meanwhile, the two-man high-
powered commission probing the
massacre continued for the sec-
ond day its fact-finding mission.
— Reuters, PT1

Shahi disappears: Page 8
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ry as Hague bows out

(From left) Jubilant Liberal Democrat leader Charles Kennedy (C) arrives at the party headquarters in Westminster, London, on Friday. Tony Blair kisses his son Leo as wife Cherie looks on at the step to No. 10 Downing Street. William Hague announces his resignation to the media outside the
Conservative Party central office in London.

Prime Minister takes victory in his stride

Liberal Democrat
leader hails
‘historic night’

Ananova, June 8

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT leader
Charles Kennedy has hailed what
could be his party’s best ever
election night.

Calling it a “historic night”,
Kennedy said the Liberal Democ-
rats were the “party of the
future” in British politics. The
Liberal Democrats swept past
their record of 47 MPs gained in
1997.

The Lib Dems gained Cheadle,
Guildford and Mid Dorset and
Poole North from the Tories and
held the key marginal area of
Torbay.

Meanwhile, Tony Blair hailed
a second “historic” Labour term
in office and said he relished the
challenge.

In many seats, the turnout was
below 50 percent and appeared
overall to be heading for a record
low.

But in seats where Labour and
the Lib Dems needed their sup-

porters badly, it seemed they had .

managed to get them to the
polling stations.

Labour held seats where it had
courted controversy. In Hartle-
pool where some had predicted a
backlash against ex-Cabinet
Minister Peter Mandelson, the
former Ulster and Trade Secre-
tary won easily. And Tory defec-
tor Shaun Woodward retained St
Helens South despite the local
activists’ anger that he was
selected at the last minute after
sitting MP Gerry Bermingham
abruptly quit.

The likely scale of Labour’s
victory, with the party heading
for a majority at least equal to its
1997 record of 179, means specu-
lation is bound to surround
William Hague’s future as Tory
leader.

The Guardian

London. .June 8

FOR A man perched atop an elec-

toral landslide, Prime Minister
Tony Blair kept remarkably cool
on Friday. Blair is poised to make
history as the first Labour leader
to serve two consecutive full
terms, and will take the credit for
changing Britain’s political land-
scape.

He beamed as supporters
cheered and then Kissed his wife,
Cherig: at the counting hall in his
home constituency in Sedgefield,
northeastern England. But his
restrained tone through the night
of vote-tallying seemed oddly out-
of-sync with the enormaous scale
of the Labour Party victory.

“Four years ago we were elect-
ed as a Government amid some

LOfflce in London on Friday.

euphoria after 18 years of a Con-
servative Government,” he said.
“Tonight we have been re-elect-
ed... The judgement may be a
more sober one, the mood is dif-
ferent, but I believe it is a more
reasoned one as well, because it is
based on a record in office.”

Basking in a virtual re-run of
his crushing 1997 win, he said:
“It’'s what we've always worked
for and we've worked for it not
simply to be in office, but because
we always knew that in order to
complete what we began it would
take more than one term of
office.”

He said the British people had
shown that they “agree with the
direction in which we are taking
this country but they want us to
get on with the journey That’s a

challenge I relish.”

His serious demeanour was
more suited to the weathered,
slightly bruised head of Govern-
ment he is now than the tri-
umphant Opposition leader he
was four years ago.

Blair entered No 10 shortly
before 6 am, with wife, Cherie.
Minutes earlier he had told a
crownd of cheering, flag-waving
supporters outside Labour’s Mill-
bank HQ: “This is a night of his-
tory for our party. “The one thing
we have to remember is that now
is the time when the people of
this country want us to serve
them, and want us to do the
things we promised to do. “Our
mandate is to carry on the work
that we started.”

He said that would build on the

foundations of economic stabili-
ty created by “brilliant” Chancel-
lor Gordon Brown, who also co-
ordinated Labour’s election cam-
paign. With fewer than 30 seats
still to be counted, the latest pre-
dictions gave Labour a probable
Commons majority of more than
160 — similar to its 1997 majority
of 179. Blair is expected to move
swiftly to re-shuffle his Cabinet,
switching several key ministers
and re-shaping Whitehall..

But the personal challenge
Blair, 48, faces as he embarks on
another four years in power is to
dispel persistent doubts about the
substance behind his consider-
able style.

With all but a few dozen of the
659 House of Commons seats
declared, Labour was set for a

AFP PHOTO
A representative from hookmakers Ladbrokes stands next to a board with odds offered on the next Tory leader outside Conservative Central

i

majority of 167 seats, slightly
down on its 179 in the outgoing
parliament.

The landslide was testament to
Blair’s deft running of the econo-
my, talent for presentation, ruth-
less control of his party and the
broad appeal of his own brand of
Centrist politics.

It was as much a personal vic-
tory for Blair as he has dragged
Labour kicking and screaming
into the centre ground after years
of Left-wing excess consigned it
to the wilderness. Blair, whose
party came to power in 1997 after
18 years of conservative rule, is
the perfect politician for the tele-
vision age: youthful, sharp,
telegenic, with a young family
and a strong Christian faith.

AP/AFP

Three injured in
N Ireland poll violence

AN UNIDENTIFIED gunman
opened fire outside a rural
polling station, wounding two
policemen and a woman as
Northern Ireland cast ballots in a
tense election, seen as a key test
for the province’s peace accord.

The bloodshed underscored
deep tengjons as Protestants and
Catholics elected their 18 repre-
sentatives to British Parliament.
The election was m @g viewed
as a referendum on oxythern

(me Accord of 1998,

d a joint Catholic.

Protestant administration for the
province.

In the ghooting, police said one
officer was wounded in the
shoulder and the other in the
arm outside a polling station in
Draperstown, a mostly Catholic
village 100 km west of Belfast. A
young woman was hit in the leg.

No arrests were made and no
group claimed responsibility.

AP, Belfast

Number two man
Portillo may get
Hague’s job

London, June 8

WILLIAM HAGUE today
resigned as leader of the Conser-
vative party after leading the
Tories to their second successive
landslide defeat.

Speaking outside Conserva-
tive central office in London,
Hague said it was important for
his party to elect a new leader
before its conference in October.

“It is vital that the party be
given the chance to choose a
leader who can build on my work
and also take new initiatives,” he
said. He will stand down when
the party has elected a successor.

Speaking outside 10 Downing
Street today, Tony Blair praised
Hague’s “stoicism” and
“resilience”. ‘I wish him well,”
he added. “I wish him the very
best of luck in the future.”

Political watchers believe Por-
tillo was positioning himself for
a job that was nearly his four
year ago.

All through the Conservatives’
month-long march toward elec-
toral humiliation, the divided
party’s No. 2 man, Michael Por-
tillo, pledged loyalty to leader
William Hague

Cynics can’t help remember-
ing that Portillo made similar
professions of fealty to then-
Prime Minister John Major in
1995, even as political scuttlebutt
had his supporters preparing for
a possible leadership challenge.

Portillo never made that run,
but despite denying interest this
time around, he was considered
the odds-on favourite after a
crushing defeat in Thursday’s
general polls weakened Hague’s

hold on the leadership spot.

As the scale of the Tory defeat
became clear, Portillo seemed to
hint that a shake-up might be in
the offing, saying the loss should
prompt a “period of reflection”
in the party. But he praised
Hague’s campaign and sought to
quiet speculation about a battle
for the party’s leadership.

“I would very much hope that
whatever happens (Hague) will
continue as leader,” Portillo said.

But Hague announced his res-
ignation just a few hours later,
telling reporters gathered at Con-
servative headquarters that the
party needed a leader who could
“hopefully command a larger per-
sonal following in the country.”

Squinting into the morning
sun, Hague said he’d stay on for a
few months while the party
decided on a successor.

It’s a job Portillo was widely
expected to win after Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair’s Labour Party
knocked the Conservatives out of
government in a 1997 landslide.
But to fellow Tories’ shock and
Labour’s glee, he lost his seat in
Parliament to a young Labor
challenger, and was thus ineligi-
ble to serve as party leader.

But he made good use of his
time out of office, charting a

political shift that brought him

from the Conservatives’ hard
right toward the centre.

The married Portillo, who
once voted against lowering the
gay age of consent to 16,
reclaimed his place in Parlia-
ment in a 1999 by-election, win-
ning a seat representing Chelsea
and Kensington.
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"Tony Blair makes

" REUTERS £l 5\\&’)

LONDON, June 8. - The B&tish
Prime Minister, Mr Tony Blair,
swept to his second landslide
win today, prompting beaten
eurosceptic Opposition leader,

Mr William Hague, to quit and |

intensifying speculation that
Britain would soon join the euro.
While the Centre-Left Labour
Party feted Mr Blair as its most
successful leader, Mr Hague’s
routed Conservative Party
faced a bruising leadership
battle after a campaign focused
on keeping Britain out of the
15-nation EU’s single currency.

The victory put Mr Blair on a §

pedestal as his party’s first

Prime Minister in its 100-year |

history to secure what pro-
mises to be a second successive
full term.
With all British mainland
. seats declared and first results
- ]
Mr Tony Blair today
replaced Mr Robin Cook
as foreign secretary
with Mr Jack Straw but
left his powerful finance
minister, Mr Gordon
Brown, in place.

Mr Cook, the most
europhile member of Mr
Blair’s team, will move
to become the minister
in charge of parliament
and parliamentary
business, Mr Blair’s
official spokesman said.
L . ]

in from the 18 in Northern -

Ireland, Blair embarked on his
new five-year term with a
majority of 167 in the 659-geat
House of Commons.

The poll gave Labour 413
seats, the Conservatives 166
and the Liberal Democrats 52.
Other parties took the rest.

But turnout at about 60 per
cent meant nearly 18 million of
45 million eligible voters stayed
at home. It was the lowest figure
since 1918 and compared with

- Labour history

wk(/

‘ CLOSE YOUR EYES, HAVE NO FEAR: Mr Tony Blair, watched hy his wife -
Cherie, kisses son Leo outside 10 Downing Street after his victory in
British polls. In London on Friday. — AP/PTI

71.6 per cent in 1997.

As the Northern Ireland
results trickled in, Sinn Fein
leaders Mr Gerry Adams and
Mr Martin McGuinness won
resounding victories. But
counting was slow in some key
constituencies.

“It is a remarkable and historic
victory for my party,” Mr Blair
told reporters outside his 10
Downing Street residence.

“It is a mandate for reform and
for investment in the future and
it is also very clearly an
instruction to deliver.” Mr Blair
wasted no time in getting down
to work, calling in a steady flow
of ministers and officials
including  Deputy Prime
Minister Mr John Prescott,
Chancellor of the Exchequer Mr
Gordon Brown and education
secretary Mr David Blunkett.

Mr Brown, who pledged no
change in Labour policy on the
euro, is expected to retain his
post in the new government.

But within minutes of Mr
Hague’s resignation, sterling
fell more than half a cent to 15-
year-lows against the dollar for
the third day in a row on the
belief that Britain would soon

join <he European sing‘e
currency, and at a lower rate.

Mr Blair, who favours the
euro in principle, has promised
to put the issue to a
referendum but must first
convince the 70 per cent of the
public who tell pollsters thev
are against it.

“We need to make changes so
that we are engaged, exerting
influence, having the self-belief
not to turn our back on the world
or retreat into isolationism,” he
said in Downing Street. »

It was a different story in the
Conservative camp. “I believe it
ig vital that the party be given
the chance to choose a leader
who can build on my work. I
have therefore decided to step
down as leader of the Conse-
rvative Party when a successor
can be elected in the coming
months,” Mr Hague said.

The BBC estimated that
Labour had won 45.7 per cent of
the vote, the Conservatives 29.6
per cent and the Liberal
Democrats 17.6.

Mr Blair’s trump card was his
running of the economy.

B More reports on page 9
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SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2001

THE GENERAL ELECTION verdict in Britain is
both an endorsement of the policies of Mr. To-
ny Blair’s New Labour Government and a rejec-
tion, in unambiguous terms, of the opposition
Conservatives’ catastrophic attempt to try and
capture power by taking extremist stances.
There were several reasons why the Labour tide
had proved unstoppable, the party of the left
being returned to power for a second term for
the first time in history. The most striking of
these reasons must be the failure of the Tory
opposition to focus on the issues that mattered
most to the voter — issues of health, education
and public services — rather than, as it did, on
the twin issue of the single European currency
and sovereignty. A campaign that never really
took off, or generated heat save on the last few
days when racist prejudices were sought to be
stirred up, has been capped by the lowest rec-
orded voter turnout, a voter apathy that seems
to be afflicting all democracies around the
world. In the case of Britain, this apathy was
understandable because the country is just re-
covering from the two disasters of unpreceden-
ted floods and the foot and mouth disease
which has laid to waste large swathes of the
countryside.

Four years ago, Mr. Blair steered his party
away from left wing radicalism, grabbed the va-
cant political centre ground and rode to victory
with an impressive majority, ending 18 long
years of Conservative domination. Promising to
continue on the path — the party is believed by

 many to have failed to live up to the expecta-
tions roused by the euphoria then — the Prime
Minister stuck to the campaign theme of mod-
eration, seeking a vote to go on with the job.
The party’s campaign exploited the incumben-
cy advantage and concentrated on the Govern-
ment’s not inconsiderable achievements in the
areas of health and education. The Tories coun-

LABOUR’S HISTORIC WIN ,®

tered by plunging farther to the right. This has
proved a fatal mistake. Their agenda was too
narrowly, certainly too divisively focussed. The
party under the non-charismatic Mr. William
Hague made a strategic misjudgment by decid-
ing to play on British fears of a strong federal
Europe that could one day swallow everything
British and attempted to revive the ghost of
Enoch Powell by playing on fears that Britain is
about to be drowned in a tidal wave of im-
migrants. The party leadership, reinforced at
later stages by the redoubtable Lady Thatcher,
refused to accept that elections are not won on
foreign or constitutional issues, that the euro,
the common European currency which Britain
will ultimately adopt, and asylum were low on
the voters’ priority. The Thatcherite stridency
and aggression were ill suited to the times and
went poorly with the man leading the party.
The most enduring image of the campaign, in
fact, is that of a Labour poster that depicts Mr.
Hague topped by Baroness Thatcher’s hair.

A liberal Government in Britain can be a
powerful voice for peace in a time of rapid glob-
al changes. The second landslide for New La-
bour can herald a period of progressive rule in
Europe and comes with the decisive defeat of
the Conservatives, who had dominated the po-
litical scene during much of the last century. As
the Tories reinvent themselves, Mr. Hague and
company must share the responsibility for en-
abling the far right British National Party to se-
cure a shockingly large number of votes in the
two Oldham constituencies which were the
scene of race riots last week. Among the lessons
the Tories can learn from the election is that the
world has had enough of the cancer of xeéno-
phobia, that whipping up anti-immigrant rhet-
oric may buy some votes but can cause great
national damage and that the immigrant brings

into the country as much good as he gets. /"
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Z@ Labour all set to retammﬁ;wer

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 7. The Labour was this evening
set to retaiyy power as a reluctant Britain faced
with the TINA factor dragged itself to vote in a
general election which nobody except the pol-
iticians and the media wanted.

Polling across the country, including North-
ern Ireland, began at 7 a.m. and until 5 p.m.
(GMT) there was no indication of the level of
turnout except that it had been predictably
low. But with five more hours of polling left —
the booths would close at 10 p.m. local time —
it was expected to pick up.

The general expectation was that the turn-
out might not exceed 60 tc 65 per cent as
against a little over 73 per cent in 1997 when
Labour romped home with 417 seats in a
House of 659 — a majority of 179 — crushing
Tories to one of their most humiliating de-
feats. But, according to an opinion poll this
morning, even with a 65 per cent turnout La-
bour was expected to repeat its 1997 perform-
ance and could even improve upon it
depending on regional fluctuations. While the
Tory strength in Parliament was expected to
fall, Liberal Democrats — the most under-
rated party when the campaign began — were
likely to increase their existing tally of 46.

Over 3,000 candidates are contesting amid
signs of widespread apathy among the 44.5
million voters, particularly the youth and
women. The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blai,
and the Tory chief, Mr. William Hague, were

among the early voters — both voted in thelr\usult would have a significant bearing on the

constituencies, Sedgfield and Richmond re-

spectively. Mr. Blair went to the polling booth
with wife and children, while Mr. Hague was
accompanied by wife, Ms. Ffion, who famous-
ly uttered just three words during the month-
long campaign. The Liberal Democrats leader,

| Mr. Charles Kennedy, taking no chances, had

Britain’s Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
leaves the Trimdon Colliery polling
station on Thursday, after voting in the
general election. — AP

already sent his vote through postal ballot but
he\did turn up at his local polling booth to
pose for television cameras suggesting with
gesfures that the election could go either way.

ile the outcome in mainland Britain was
mofe or less taken for granted, there was
much interest in Northern Ireland which
wopld return four MPs to Westminster. The

ture of the peace process and with the mod-
erate Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) appearing
to struggle against the Democratic Unionist
Party, which is opposed to the Good Friday
agreement, there was some anxiety here over
the fate of the pact in the event of a bad result
for the UUP. The results from Northern Ire-

land are not expected until Saturday.

Today’s polling was preceded by one of Bri-
tain’s longest and tedious election campaigns
marred by personal attacks — the most endur-
ing image being that of the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Mr. John Prescott, punching a protestor
for throwing an egg at him. The three main
leaders— Mr. Blair, Mr. Hague and Mr. Kenne-
dy — together travelled over 30,000 miles with
Mr. Kennedy alone accounting for more than
15,000 miles. Yet none looked any the worst
for it, as they wound up the campaign on
Wednesday with smiles on their faces.

Contrary to the forecast, the weather was
largely good and observers recalled that a sun-
ny polling day in May 1997 had contributed
considerably to a large turnout which helped
Labour. There was a palpable lack of enthusi-
asm with most polling booths looking forlorn
and deserted until late in the afternoon. The
media was in overdrive as it prepared for a
long night of “news and analysis”". First results
are expected to start coming in at 11 p.m. (lo-
cal time) and by early Friday, Britain would
know who gets to keep the key to No. 10.

AFP reports:

Queen Elizabeth II was one of many who
decided not to cross a ballot paper, the Buck-
ingham Palace said. The Queen decided
against visiting the local pollmg booth in
Westminster in order to remain politically
neutral, the palace said.

“Although there is no law spec1ﬁcally pro-
hibiting the Queen from voting, it is consid-
ered unconstitutional for the sovereign and
his or her heir to do so,” a palace spokeswo-
man said. Those close to the monarch, the
Queen’s husband, Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, and the Queen Mother also decid-
ed against voting, the spokeswoman said, cit-
ing the same reasons.

More reports on Pages 13 &

>
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U.K. POLL / SLIGHT RISE IN TORY RATINGS
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ague may keep his mantle af?gi' all

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 6. A slight surge in Tory fortunes
was reported today as political parties gave a
last-minute push to their campaigns for to-
morrow’s general election amid predictions of
an unprecedented low turnout and bad
weather.

The turnout, it was stated, could be the low-
est since 1918 — a fitting denouement to one
of Britain’s most tortuous election campaigns
dogged more by personal attacks than issues.
Although the outcome remained overwhelm-
ingly poised in favour of Labour, the Tories
were expected to avert a complete ‘‘melt-
down” as a new opinion poll this morning
showed a four-point improvement in their
popularity ratings even as Labour lost four

points in the past week. This is the first time
since the campaign began that Tories im-
proved their position and though it came a
little too late in the day, observers said it was a
welcome “‘face saving” for the party — and,
more importantly, for Mr. William Hague who
could now expect to avoid a challenge to his
leadership. '
In fact, the last day before the party’s rout
was Mr. Hague's best as his own popularity
looked up, reversing a consistent trend of de-
clining ratings. Conservative supporters found
him far more acceptable than his two per-
ceived rivals in the party — Mr. Michael Portil-
lo and Ms. Anne Widdecombe. “If Mr. Hague’s
controversial campaign produces a better re-
sult than most polls have been suggesting, his
position will be stronger,” The Guardian said.

Caricatures of the British Conservative leader, Mr. William Hague (left) and the Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, at a Conservative rally in Winchester, Hampshire,
on Wednesday. — AFP

The “consolation” recovery for Tories came
days after they switched to a negative cam-
paign warning voters against a Labour land-
slide in what the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair denounced as a cynical ploy to discour-
age people from voting. There was some spec-
ulation today if the improvement in Tory
ratings was a result of its new strategy. Com-
mentators said despite the predictability of a
Labour victory, the Tories and the Liberal
Democrats had still a lot to “play for.” “There
are huge number of voters who have still not
made up their mind,” one analyst said.

Mr. Blair, himself worried by the prospects
of a low turnout, asked people today to ‘““for-
get” the polisters and “pundits” and get out
tomorrow and vote. The outcome of the elec-
tions was in their hands, he said echoing his
party’s fear that poor polling could be damag-
ing for Labour. He warned that the Conserva-
tives under Mr. Hague were ‘‘more extreme”’
than even in the Thatcher era. “If you analyse
their policies, it is a more extreme version than
anything they have offered before,” he said.

Even Mr. Hague in what a newspaper called
his “last hurrah” declared that the forces of
conservatism, denounced by Mr. Blair, were
“still on the march”. He claimed that Mr. Blair
was ‘“‘seriously rattled” by a Tory revival. Lib-
eral Democrats, who have done surprisingly
well in this campaign, expected to emerge as
an effective force in the next Parliament. “It is
not the expectation of a last-minute surge in
Tory support but the growing strength of the
Liberal Democrats that is unsettling some in
the Labour camp,” The Daily Telegraph said.

Meanwhile, fresh allegations against the Eu-
rope Minister, Mr. Keith Vaz that he did not
disclose the full truth about the number of
properties he owns were shrugged off by La-
bour as an election-eve bid to embarrass the
party. An irritated Mr. Blair said: “I find it
quite extraordinary, just two days out of a gen-
eral election you return to this subject. I have
no comment to make about it because I have
no idea about these allegations.”

The Tories, however, maintained that the
allegations made Mr. Vaz unfit to contest the
elections. ‘‘He should certainly be booted out
of his ministerial office today and Tony Blair
must also withdraw his support for him as a
Labour candidate,” the Shadow Foreigp Sec-
retary, Mr. Francis Maude said. /ﬂ
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U.K. ELECTIONS / LABOUR LEAD REMAINS FORMIDABLE

—

Prick the Blair ‘bubble’, Tories tell> oters

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 4. Three days before Britain goes
to the polls, Tories were today struggling to
contain the size of a widely predicted Labour
victory which, according to opinion polls,
could be bigger than even its 1997 triumph.

In a new campaign, the party asked voters to
prick the Blair “bubble” and avert a Labour
landslide which, it warned, would be disas-
trous for the country.

The Tory chief, Mr. William Hague, taking a
cue from Lady Margaret Thatcher, cautioned
that a big victory for Labour would produce
the “most arrogant, aggressive and intimida-
tory government in modern history”. A nu-
merically bloated Labour Government would
“marginalise Parliament, manipulate the

media and seek to suppress all dissent or dis-
agreement with them,” he said. His statement,
climaxing a weekend of Tory focus on the dan-
ger of a large Labour majority, came amid in-
creasingly grim news for the party’s own
prospects with three different opinion polls
predicting its rout. Newspapers left little room
for imagination with headlines such as Tt re-
ally is all over now” and “You're a loser, baby”
— the latter accompanied by a photograph of
Mr. Hague and his wife Ffion who appears to
be heading in an opposite direction.

The switch to negative campaigning came
about as the party reconciled itself to a defeat
but believed that it was still not too late to
“wipe the smile off Blair's face”, as The Sun-
day Telegraph put it.

A similar Opposition campaign in Queen-

The Conservative Party leader, Mr. William Hague, and Mrs. Ffion Hague
meet the people of Cheltenham after a campaign rally on Monday before
moving on to Wirral South and Perth, Scotland. — AP

.

sland, Australia, in 1995 had produced a dra-
matic outcome with the ruling Labour party
which was seen to have the election in the bag
came close to losing it.

It is called the “Queensland effect” and
though it is unlikely to work in Britain, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair and his team
have been trying hard to counter it, calling it a
“last throw of the dice” by the Tories, and a
desperate attempt to create apathy.

“It is a calculated attempt either to stop
people voting at all, or to ask them to vote
Conservative not for any positive reason but
simply to sneak in by the backdoor”, he said.

The so-called Labour landslide, he argued,
was a ‘‘pie in the sky” and people must get out
on June 7 and vote in order to make it a reality.

The Chancellor, Mr. Gordon Brown, who is
in charge of the Labour campaign, said Tories
were not even asking people to vote for them
— “but simply to vote against Labour, volg
against politics or even not vote at all.”

The risk of being lulled by opinion polls and
take victory for granted highlighted by another
senior Minister, Ms. Margaret Beckett who re-
called how Mr. John Major won the 1992 elec-
tion despite a Labour lead in opinion polls.
Observers also recalled Sir Edward Heath de-
fying polls to defeat Labour many years ago.

Much of the weekend saw the strange spec-
tacle of the Tories talking about a Labour land-
slide and Labour trying to play it down — a
strange reversal of a “normal” campaign in
which both sides claim to be winning. The
Liberal Democrat leader, Mr. Charles Kennedy
whose party expects to improve upon its 1997
performance, said there was talk of Tories call-
ing for a “boycott” of the elections. This was
“extraordinary”, coming from the party of
Winston Churchill, he said.

Mr. Hague, meanwhile, said he would ac-
cept personal responsibility for his party’s de-
feat but refused to say if he would resign in the

debacle. “I take my responsibility

ership after the election.
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TLabour heading Jor lands

LONDON: With just four days left to-Britain’s
general election, the opposition Tories face polit-
ical disaster after a flurry of new polls on Sunday
showed the ruling Labour Party heading for an-
other landslide win.

With three surveys predicting Labour would
boost its majority on Thursday, the Tories were
set to launch a controversial poster which news-
papers said showed many Conservatives now
privately conceded defeat and only hoped to
limit the damage.

The poster shows a grinning Tony Blair inside
a bubble with a hand reaching towards it with a
pin, underneath the slogan: “Go on, burst his
bubble.”

It was interpreted by newspapers as an ap-

peal not to allow the buoyant Prime Minister to |3}

win by too much.

A Sunday Telegraph-Mori poll predicted a
massive 253-seat margin for Labour, while a
Sunday Times-NOP poll pointed to a 217-seat
majority. An ICM survey in the popular Sun-
day’s News of the World put the majority at 197.
The tabloid came out in support of Labour, but
warned that it had to deliver better schools, hos-
pitals and care for the elderly sick. An
Observer-ICM poll was alone in suggesting a
reduced 170-seat majority.

Over the last few days Tory leader William
Hague has appeared to shift tactics to woo cen-
trists back to a party seen as having veered too
far to the right.

He said he wanted Britain to embrace all eth-
nic minorities while the Tories’ priority was im-

proving the country’s ailing pub! rvices — a
far cry from his earlier hardline sthnce on immi-
gration and a campaign focused on warning
against the euro while pledging tax cuts.
However, Tory Foreign Affairs spokesman
Francis Maude denied the Conservatives had
switched tactics or were facing annihilation.

AP

' H{ sovernment’s

v f * i %
Britain’s Liberal Democrat Party leader Charles
Kennedy helps putting election leaflets into
envelopes with a party worker at the office of a
local candidate in southeast London on Sunday.
Britons go to the polls on Thursday.

lide win:

Labour reacted to the latest polls by urging its
supporters to make sure they turned out to vote
on June 7. The party, clearly alarmed that some
people may take the result for granted and not

J
e 4 ll
bother with the ballot box despite some of the
new polls showing the Labour lead narrowing,
said it was determined to get out every vote.

Mr Blair earlier warned that there was a delib-
erate Conservative strategy to talk up the
prospect of a landslide to depress Labour sup-
port.

Chancellor Gordon Brown, already looking
beyond Labour’s expected victory Thursday,
told The Observer that health, schools and tack-

B ling poverty as well as championing economic

competence would be at the heart of the next
’s “radical” programme.
Meanwhile, the Liberal Democrats, the third
largest party, were cheered by their continued
support while 45 percent of those polled by The
Observer said they wanted the party to supplant
the Conservatives as the official opposition.
That is a line leader Charles Kennedy has al-
ready begun taking and is certain to hammer

» | home in the final four days of campaigning,

The Independent on Sunday said that Liberal

| Democrat supporters had drawn up secret

tactical voting pacts, a “killer touch” which
threatened to aggravate the Tories” expected
defeat.

Liberal Democrats were holding back from
campaigning in 15 seats where Labour
could lose if the left- of-centre vote was split,
while Labour supporters in Lewes, southeast
England, had defied the party leadership
by backing the Lib Dem candidate who was
facing a stiff challenge from a Tory, the paper
said. arp)

—
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Kelth Vaz Left out in:

ANJALI MODY

9677 Ak

EITH Vaz, the first and only Asxan
~ B minister in a British government, re-

to the House of Commons hav-

ing been dumped on the backbenches. The 45-

year-old Vaz, who was a Minister (of State) in
the Foreign Office during the last parliament
has been kept out of Tony Blair’s new govern-
ment. Widely seen as a ‘sacking’, this move
comes as no surprise given the sleaze sur-
rounding the MP who represents the Gu-

" jarati-dominated constltuency of Leicester

East.

Vaz, who became the first British Asian to
enter the House of Commons in 1987, re-
ceived high praise from a man whom Tony
Blair considers his mentor. He was described
as ‘utterly brilliant’ by Lord Irvine the Lord
Chancellor, whose parliamentary private sec-
retary he was before becoming minister. Irvine
also said that this father of two was “the most

- incredible networker” he had ever met. This

celebrated skill may have played a part in his
fall. Vaz was brought down by allegations of
corruption. His transgressions may not be sig-
‘nificant by the standards of political corrup-
tion in India, but, it was his unwillingness to co-
operate with an inquiry into his affairs by the
parliamentary watchdog that put him beyond
the pale. Vaz, who routinely refers to himself

royally as “we”, simply refused to furnish the’

documents needéd to conduct a proper in-

-quiry. He survived in office despite this, possi-

bly because of the fear that the government

, could be accused of racism for kicking the first

Asian minister out of office on unproven alle-
gations of corruption; even if they remained
unproven only because he had actlvely ham-

pered the inquiry.

Vaz was accused of advising and support-
ing the Hinduja brothers in their (succcssful)
quest for British passports while he was minis-
ter (a more significant political player, Peter
Mandelson, resigned on this very issue). He
received donations' from the Hindujas
through a company, Mapesbury Communica-

tions, run by his wife, Maria Fernandes. Vaz'

also nominated an Indian-born lawyer, Sarosh

j Zaiwalla, for a state honour while conoealmg
that he had received some pounds 2000 from
. him.

Accordingtoa newspaper investigation, he
played a role in blocking the extradition of a
London-based Iraqi businessman, Nadhmi
Auchi, who is wanted in France in connection
with its biggest kickbacks scandal. Vaz met
Auchi through the Hindujas and for five
months before he became minister was a di-
rector of one of his companies. Another me-

dia investigation, by the BBC, found that Vaz
had lied about the property (worth pounds
600,000) he owned, in violation of the parlia-

mentary code of conduct which requires all -

MPs to make a declaration of their assets and
interests. ‘

Vaz, who has a reputation as something of a
bruisenin his dealings with the press, tried to
brazen it out. He had done nothing wrong. As
an Asian MP, he represented the interests of
Asians in general and the Hindujas were lead-
ing members of the community. The money
received by his wife was for services her com-
pany offers and had nothing to do with him.
The houses were owned by his mother. He

cold

. hadneverhad an ofﬁcxal’ meeung with Auchi.

"This “economy with the actualite” has
cafled halt to the career of an ambitious politi-
cian and the only one in the trickle of Asians
in the House of Commons, with a CV that
could open the doors of high office. Vaz,
whose father was a Tines of India correspon-
dent in Aden, moved to Britaintwhen he was
nine. From private school in London, he went
to Cambridge where he secured a first class in
Law. Among his contemporaries there was

" Blair’s spin doctor, Alistair Campbell. Vaz

practiced as a solicitor and, after 1991, as a
barrister.
This was the perfect package for an Asian

.. with political ambitions, especially combined
~ with political opportunism — at which Vaz ex-

celled — changing his stance to suit his political
needs, changing sides with a change in politi-
cal mood. He was an advocate of the ‘black
sections’ movement in the Labour Party —a
demand for a guaranteed number of parha-

. mentary candidates from ethhic minorities —

until he won his first election, and then simply
became a proponent for open selection. He

" was a defender of freedom of expression, par-

ticularly of ethnic minorities, but he was also a
vocal proponent of a ban on Salthan Rushdie’s
The Satanic Verses. A BEuro-sceptic aligned
with the left in the Labour party; he trans-
formed himself into a pro-Europe man as he
slithered closer ta-a ministerial job. .
There has always been something of a stink
around Vaz and his political conduct. Seven
years_ago, while in opposition, an internal
Labour Party inquiry into the running of his
constituency Labour Party ended the way of
the parliamentary watch dog’s inquiry. Vaz’s
conduct then was described as “contemptuous
and intimidatory”. He was accused of hound-
ing those critical of his style of functioning out
of the constituency level party and intimidat-
ing members into supporting his mother, Mer-
Iyn Lobo’s candidacy for the local councit.
Those who have watched his rise and rise
over the last five years must have wondered
when this articulate barrister, and very desi
politician, would y) a mess of his own
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Love don’t live here anymore

.Didw’t even leave a for-

’ wurdmg wddress
From Dhokey g Shlokey
achchoo

~q ony Blait and William

. -am about to declare
why anid for whom "Asian peo-
ples in. the -United - Kingdom
- should cast'theif vote on June 7
in the ‘general efection. I have
taken into accouht the fact that
one ‘of thesé good gentlemen
will be sorely disappointed by
my . decisive intérvention -and

the other may see fit to reward -

my labour as I have rewarded
his (Labour? Get it??). The
Asians nuthber 4 good one and
half to two million in-this coun-
try and are often seen as the
cream of the immiigrant crop,
people whom the West Indians,
- Afnicans, Romanian and assort-
- ed others would love to emulate
in their fast fise through the cor-
ner newsagentocracy .to the
heights of the House of Lords,
And of course, tea and masala
dosas with Cheérie Blair,

dréssed demurely in . a fundo

Muslim veil (All faiths and
shades of opinion welcome
here! If she can wear a shalvar,

can a full burkha be far-
in. That’s.

" behind?) . tlirown
showbiz! -
QOut of a population of nearly
60 million, this 1.5 doesn’t
seem a great many -people, but
amongst . our iumber ‘we can
count the opinion. leaders, - the
movers and- shakers, who may
‘not beé the salt of the-earth but
are certainly the turmeric in the
leavening. We number amongst
us Harry Khan, who before he
went to jail for heroine smug-
gling, was the deputy leader of

the Chamber of Comn‘leme of -

. Needleton. And need ‘orie men-
tion K.K.K. Singh who, before
his conviction for wife beating,

contributed a great deal to- the

.various party coffers- and was-

| the head of the Women’s Equal-
ity Monitoring - Board  of
Dandaford? And what 6f Mul-
lah -~ Willesdenwalla - whose
“Stone-an-author-Kill-a-Brit”

| breakfast programme is the top

voted community radio show of

“decentralised” BBC?
The acknowledgement of our
f prowess and cultural contribu-
tion has been heartfelt and gen-

erous from the British. Very -

recently Robin Cookji, the for-
eign secretary. praised us for
" inventing chicken tikka masala
and bringing it to Britain, thus
enlivening many a British life
on a Friday night and colouring
many a British pavement in the
early hours of Saturday As for-
eign secr;itary briefed as he is
by the best brains of Bntam, he

- wonderful export of Chop Suey

vvvvv

on the gréat job that Colonel

Eye on the ball, thes¢ ministers.
- But:down to my king-making
rémarks. At the end of theth, I
| will of ‘toifse nare the

for which the vote is to be cast.
expect 1o favour for tlns great

- Hague ni¢ed hold their |
‘breaths fo longer. 1

should know that this is akin to
praising Jiang Zemtin for their

or comphmentmg Getrgé Bush

- Sanders has universally done.

001: La

kQ(r

PorL BELLs: Brztzsh Prime Minister To
land early this month (AP)

ny Blair addresses a gathering at Kettering, Eng-

service that I now undertake
That my word in this paper will
sway the Asian vote one way or
the other, that thousands of mar-
ginals in ‘Bradford and Southall,
will be decided on.my say-so,
‘that the election will, with all
the vaunted cultural importance
that Asians "have in Britain,

It i$ a fact that Asians,
Blacks and Jews are
the only people who
refer to themselves as
‘British.” The rest of
our countrymen call
themselves English,
‘Welsh, Scottish, or

Geordies. When

Europe forms the ‘ever

closer union’ and the
disparate and
despairing nations

. come politically and

culturally together, the
significance of being

. Scottish, Welsh will
fade; and when™
someone says ‘will the
real Brits stand up,” we
-blacks and browns
shall be able to do it
without looking

. around for the support

oof an Irish friend. The
foreigners of Europe
- won’t know the
difference. Lose a grain
of sand in the desert.
When everyone’s a
minority, everyone’s
language and accent is
funny, everyone’s food
smells, we shall be

‘empowered’ |
-]
hang on the delicate and well-
honed knife-edge of my judge-

ment, need not in the least influ- -

" ence Tony to promise me an
immediate peerage or fix up for
me to marry a Duchess once the
election is done and dusted. My
judgement will not be swayed
by any such vain consideration
‘of advancement, though some
who know me may feel that I
have long wanted to be a Lord,
just so that I can kick a servant

or two with impunity and order
the " forelocks of every sub-
servient varlet in my lands to be
cut off by Vidal -Sassoon

. trainees, in-order that they can-

not touch them when my four-
by-four drives by. After all, I'm
a lifelong socialist.

here are, make no apa-
thetic mistake, important
issues being settled in
this election. First of all Europe.
It is a fact that Asians, Blacks
and Jews are the only people

.who refer to themselves as

“British”. The rest of our coun-
trymen, or co-passport holders,
call themselves English, Welsh,

Scottish, Irish, Cornish or even -
Geordies and other such speci-
ficities — a deliberate tactic and

-universal conspiracy to put us

out of the territorial game. This
leaves us at a disadvantage,
always identifiable as the black
sheep when we proudly stick out
our Union-Jack emblazoned T-
shirts"and call ourselves British,
keeping a firm hold on the lion-
and-unicom passport in the left

_hand pocket in case some cop-

per comes and takes it away.
When Europe. forms the “ever
closer union” that the Treaty of

Rome specifies,. and the dis-.

parate and despairing .nations
come politically "and culturally
together, the significance of
being Scottish, Welsh etc. will
fade; and when someone ‘says
“will the real Brits stand up,” we
blacks and browns shall be able
to do it without looking around
for the support of an Irish friend.

The foreigners of Europe won’t
. know the damned difference and

we’ll melt in nicely as we’ve
secretly always wanted to do.
Lose a grain of sand in the
desert. When" everyone s a
minority, everyone’s language

and accent is funny, everyone’s .
0 be ' N
—"as ny. less

food smells,
“empowered’
articula%‘fnends say.
Then_there’s the question of
asylum seekers. It must be
acknowledged that those of us
who come from Sri Lanka or
Afghanistan may now or in the
near future have relatives
amongst the asylum seekers.
The way Pakistan and some

we - shall,

parts of India are going there:
will soon be added, to the “eco- -

nomic migrants” the “aesthetic
migrants”. Under some political
dispensations proposed in the
current manifestos, they will all
be locked up. Travelling to Har-
mondsworth or other, - newer,
even further-flung detention

centres to see one’s relatives, is
a drag. Talking .to ‘people
through barbed wire can be very
uncomfortable and hazardous
and will in the end cost the NHS

a great deal in ‘stitched arms, -

lips and cheeks that dare to kiss.
It would be so much better to
release these hapless and clue-

I'move on to culture.
In the last few decades
the right wing has -
adopted a strict
position towards the
arts. Magazines like
. The Spectator .
champion people like
Naipaul rather than

- the happening-people -

who might getpicked
up by some youth arts
show. They pour
derision on women

who film their sanitary |

pads and cAll it art.

The Guardian on the
other hand has a

conscience... Now
which is better? To be
~derided by the right-
wingers for debasing

" the standards of -
Western culture, or to

- be welcomed with new

criteria of excellence?
“Under one
dispensation, the gravy
train would get
derailed; under the
other, it would be
loaded with critical
‘lard. I know which
side my chappati is
ghied!

less relatiyes “into the commu-
nity” where they can be claimed
by Asian relatives and used as
cheap labour and unpaid baby-
sitters in the home, with no
drain at all on the national

exchequer, till their time is up.

In. the detention centre they
have to be fed meat and two veg
twice a day, fruit juice, ‘serials,
organic milk and eggs, as you
like them, once; whereas at
home a bowl of daal, last

‘Naipaul,

night’s chappatis and an occa-
sional slap, suffice. This is a
Gross Domestic Product argu-
ment.

" On the police. My advice is to

go for the party that keeps |

police figures low. This is
because knowing human nature,
onerealises that the more police
there are the greater will be the
demand for desk jobs, comput-
erised detection etc. Those who
think that more bobbies will
mean more pavements bashed,
are living the past. The-modern
cop would rather not wrestle
with muggers on the street or
walk around in the cold waiting

~ for burglars to strike. They’ll

gather together in graduate-led
teams to crash down hard on tax
fraud, political hanky-panky,
financial under-the-table deals,
organised importation and sale
of drugs and other such cooper-
ative enterprise crimes which

- are best detected by computer

surveillance and intelligence.
Ant which section of the com-
munity, I ask, will that hurt the

most? The Welsh? Scottish’

council estate dispute-wallahs?
Jamaican ~ Yardies or Asian

Sharpies? I shall say no more -

for fear of antagonising Alastair
to the point of cancelling my
peerage nomination for letting
cats out of bags.

er that in the last few decades
the right wing has adopted a
very strict position towards the
arts. Magazines like The Spec-
tator expect books to be well
written, * to  say something
instructive, to be identifiable as
the inventive developments or
deviations from a tradition.
They champion people-like V.S.
people in the real
Nobel prize category rather than
the  happening-people  who
might get picked up by some

“youth arts show. They pour

derision on women who film
their sanitary pads and call it
art. The Guardian on the other
hand has a conscience and a
sense of fun that includes poets
like Benjamin Zephaniah and
installation artists who do wild

and provocative things. It gives’

them space, scope, respectablll-
ty and even writes a few thou-
sand words about their “work”.
Ethnic is holy, crap is exam-
inable, are their slogans. Now
which is better for us second
rate writers, painters, play-
wrights and poets? To be derid-
ed by the right-wingers for
debasing the standards of West-
emn culture, or to be welcomed
with new criteria of excellence
by multicultural apologists of
the critique liberale? Under one
dispensation, the gravy train
would get derailed; under the
other, it would be loaded with

critical lard. I know which side |

my chappati is  ghied,
Chris (Smith)! Yow! Gimme
five! .

“Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient  forms of party
strife;

Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer

laws” ¢

That’s Alfred Lord Tennyson.
I still don’t know whether his
mum called him “Lord” as a
second name or whether Victo-
ria made him her peer.

Vote Labour! Aitz! And One

" Love!

FARRUKH DHONDY is a writer
and colummnist. Write to bim at
Sfarrukhdhondy@aol.com

AT

our’s lard wins

' nstead. I will move on to
culture, It would be very
clear to any reader or view- !
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@escott Punch saves
for Blair
S

S

“ythe day
\\0 By Hasan Suroor \C\

LONDON, MAY 18. The day after

the “‘Prescott punch” couldn’t

have been just yet another day.

And it wasn'’t.

At country pubs people were
asking for ‘“‘Prescott’s Punch
with lots of raw eggs”’; Mr. Peter
Mandelson, a former Cabinet
colleague of Mr. John Prescott,
was keen to explain that the
gash on his right cheek wasn't
the result of a jab from the
Deputy Prime Minister (“No, |
haven’t been fighting with
John,” he insisted); eggs and
punches suddenly gained new
currency displacing the debate
on euro at least for one day;
and sociologists and editorial
writers were deconstructing the
egg- and-punch story to
establish if it signified a decline
in public and political
standards.

Britain on Thursday did little
else but talk about the previous
day’s incident in which Mr.
Prescott, who trained as a boxer
and was no mean jabber in his
time, punched a protestor for
throwing an egg at him.

It put life back into a flagging
election campaign and as the
initial shock subsided, even
Downing Street sounded
relaxed.

Reports suggested that Labour
strategists, in fact, greeted the
Prescott row as a blessing which
helped to distract attention from
the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair's own embarrassing

! experience with a protestor at a

hospital, and the hostility faced
by the Home Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw at a police officers’
conference.

All that was overshadowed by
“the Prescott thing”, as a BBC
journalist said.

No wonder, Mr. Blair made
light of it saying “John is John"
— an indirect reference to his
deputy’s knack for getting into
controversies -— and as for Mr.
Prescott he looked hugely
relieved after he was told on
good legal advice that he was
unlikely to be prosecuted.

He was back on the campaign
trail — looking none the worse
for the previous evening’s
experience. He kissed babies
and turned the other cheek
when a toddler pinched him in
one. Was he contrite? Did he
think what he did on
Wednesday was right? “Of
course I regret the incident.
Who would want to be in that,”
he asked, though old Prescott-
watchers were not so sure and
recalled an interview in which
he had famously said:"I don’t
pursue vendettas or punch
people on the nose.”

There was surprisingly
widespread support for him
with over 60 per cent people, |
polled by a T.V. channel, saying

Tony Blair

what he did was right.

Most said they would have
reacted the same way under
provocation. People had no
business going about throwing
eggs at other people, and if they
did they deserved to be
“thumped”".

““He should have hit him
harder,” an elderly woman told
The Times. “That fellow had it
coming to him,” was another
reaction. A common view was
that Mr. Prescott’s was a human
reaction, not many were
impressed with the argument
that politicians, especially those
in responsible positions, were
expected to behave differently.
Politicians were human, too,
they said.

The other man at the centre
of the controversy — 29- year-
old Craig Evans, a farmer — was
described by his neighbours as a
“gentle giant” who never
harmed anyone. They said he
had a bad winter, and had
perhaps reacted in the heat of
the moment.

Evans, who was questioned by
the police, declined to speak to
the press, just shaking his head
when asked if he regretted
throwing the egg at Mr. Prescott.

Tabloids were reported to be
wooing him with “tens of
thousands” of pounds to tell
them his story.

Commentators, meanwhile,
wondered if the incident
reflected growing public anger
against politicians. The Times
said it signified a "decline of
civility in British election
campaigns” and regretted the
growing climate of aggression to
which the media too had
contributed with interviews
“which rely too much on heat,
not light, for their energy.” The
Guardian too pointed a finger at
the media for contributing to a
mood of confrontation, but
argued that “politicians also
need to listen to the protests
with a humility that they have
too often lacked recently.”
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JOHN PRESCOTT has described
his brawl with a protester as
“frightening and regrettable”.

The Deputy Prime Minister
said two women aides were
knocked to the ground after an
egg was thrown at him in Rhyl,
North Wales.

Prescott said he felt a blow to
the side of his head and did not
know what it was. He said he
“responded to defend myself”

He said, “As I got off the
bus I could see it was a potential-
ly dangerous situation. I
walked through the crowd, fol-
lowing the police through a
very narrow pathway, and sud-
denly felt a blow to the side of

Ananova, May 17

\retulc'ns egg with punch

my head - I did not know what it
was,

“I responded to-defend myself
in this melee and I tried to get
away as soon as possible from
the incident. -

“I hope that we can get back to
campaigning on the real issues
in this election, with proper and
open political debate with peo-
ple, without any violence or
intimidation.”

A man arrested following the
confrontation has been released
on police bail pending further
inquiries. The 29-year-old, from
Denbigh, north Wales, was
arrested on suspicion of assault.

Television pictures showed
him turning to his left and
apparently punching a man on

the chin.

The man then lunged towards
the deputy prime minister, trap-
ping him against a wall.

The ugly fracas capped a day
in which the high-profile launch
of Labour’s manifesto was over-
shadowed by a series of episodes
in which senior politicians from
all parties faced public abuse
and hostility.

Prime minister Tony Blair
later said Prescott “regrets the
whole incident ever happened”.

“He felt a blow to the side of
the head and reacted instinctive-
ly,” he told Labour Party’s regu-
lar morning press conference,
pleading for return to the “real
and serious issues”.

Blair, Tory leader William

Hague and Home Secretary Jack
Straw all felt the anger of voters.
Their ordeals were verbal, but
the election campaign for the
June 7 poll turned violent last
evening with the ambush of
Prescott as he arrived to address
a Labour rally.

Blair was harangued by a
woman about the National
Health Service (NHS) at the
Queen Elizabeth hospital in Edg-
baston, and Straw was heckled
and jeered as he addressed the
police federation annual confer-
ence in Blackpool.

Opposition Tory leader
ife Fion

William Hague and hi

THE HINDUSTAN TIHE!
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The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, speaks at the
the “Ambitions for Britain’’ manifesto in

am on Wednesday. Among other things, the

0 included a promise not to raise direct tax rates if
Labour wins a second term in power. — Reuters

U.K. poll campaign

—plagued by rows

By Hasan Suroor 9 A tax-related rows in the past week

LONDON, MAY 16. A controversy a
day may not be everyone’s idea of
a grown-up debate, but it makes
for good television and, as politi-
cal parties here are discovering,
there is no surer way of getting on
to the front pages in the midst of
an election campaign than by be-
ing at the centre of a blazing row.

Even negative publicity helps,
as both Labour and Tories have
learnt in the past week since the
campaign began on a famously
disastrous aote for the Prime
Minister, Mr. Fony Blair.

Mr. Blair was all over the front
pages next day — thanks to the
row over his choice of a girls’
school to launch his campaign in
what was seen as a case of “spin”
taken too far even by Downing
Street standards. But it guaran-
teed the headlines; and in the end
that’s what counts. Tories have
not been far too behind with their
share of headline-grabbing con-
troversies either.

How many people had even
heard of Mr. Oliver Letwin before

! he triggered a row by telling The
; Financial Times of a secret Tory
. plan on tax cuts. Today, anyone
| who watches the Ten O’clock
| News knows that Mr. Letwin is
| the shadow Treasury Secretary,
and a bit of an egghead at that. No
| doubt, his party was embar-
! rassed, but it was more than com-
| pensated by the amount of media
attention that senior Tory leaders
from Mr. William Hague down-
| wards got that evening — hop-
| ping from one TV studio to
another to explain their party’s
“true’ position on tax cuts.
In fact, Tories have thrived on

i\

even if they are widely seen to
have faked their sums in a desper-
ate attempt to woo the voters.
They may not have got their sums
rights — as Labour and Liberal
Democrats alleged — but they got
themselves a spot exactly where
they wanted — on prime time
news.

The latest row is over Europe
and though both Labour and To-
ries seem to have been caught on
the hop, neither is looking wor-
ried. If anything, it has given them
an unexpected opportunity to
hawk their respective lines on Fu-
rope. The controversy is over an
anti-Europe campaign, to which a
number of Tory and Labour MPs
have signed up giving their sup-
port to the demand for a referen-

. dum on whether Britain should

stay on in Europe or pull out.

Both parties are committed to
staying on in Europe — with La-
bour in fact pushing for closer in-
tegrationt including a single
currency — and their MPs have
cleatly breached party discipline
by signing the memorandum
prompting demand for disciplin-
ary action against them. But both
parties have gone into an evasive
mode, and instead of responding
to the demand, they have spent
the past 24 hours trading charges
on the issue.

Meanwhile, Mr. Blair launched
his party’s manifesto today, mak-
ing economic stability the centre
of his Government’s priorities
during its second term in office —
and within minutes the Tories
were out, offering soundbites at-
tacking Labour’s economic agen-
da. And another row looked

imminent.



Blair cautious on euro

U ¢

REUTERS

LONDON, May 16.\- Mr Tony

Blair launched his \poll mani-

. festo today, including a pledge
not to raise direct tax rates, but
left bigger questions such as
adoption of the euro currency
unanswered.

A senior Labour Party source

said the blueprint for the
. Prime Minister’s re-election

bid on 7 June would offer noth-
ing new on his wait-and-see
| policy over joining Europe’s
. single currency. Nor would
i there be anything specific in its
| foreign policy section on how to
. approach controversial US
. plans for a missile defence sys-
. tem.

' Mr Blair will unveil his sec-
ond-term manifesto, “Ambi-
. tions for Britain”, in Birming-
ham.

The ICM poll in the Guardian
today put Labour 15 points
ahead of the Conservatives. La-
bour were on 46 per cent, the
Conservatives on 31 per cent
‘ and the Liberal Democrats on

16 per cent.

- before election

Britain's Prime Minister Tony Blair speaks during the launch of the Labour
party's election manifesto in Birmingham, England, on Wednesday — APIPT!

Other polls have pitched Mr
Blair’s lead as high as 20
points, a sign that he could im-
prove on his 179-seat parlia-
mentary majority in the 1997
election.

The Labour source said there
would be no change to the poli-
cy on euro entry — that the gov-
ernment liked the idea in prin-

ciple but would do so only if it
judged the economics to be
right and if the British public
agreed in a referendum.

On the US President’s Nation-
al Missile Defence programme,
which could protect the US and
its allies from missile attacks,
there would be nothing new,
the source added.

quire changes to US radar sta-
tions in northern England, but
Britain says US officials have
not yet requested any upgrada-
tion of facilities.

The plan may eventually re-

Mr Blair said he hadn’t deci-

ded whether to back the project
and had urged Mr George W
Bush to consult. But his
spokesman recently signalled
broad support for the plans.

A pledge not to raise personal
tax rates will be included in the
manifesto, as will a commit-
ment not to jeopardise the eco- |
nomic stability that has been a |

feature of Labour’s four years
in power.

Mr William Hague’s Conserva-
tives have tried to claim the .

low tax mantle by promising to
spend £ eight billion less than
Labour on key services and cut
taxes with savings.

Mr Blair has promised bil-
lions of pounds of government
money for schools, hospitals,
police and transport and hei
bound to accuse Conservatives

of planning to ¢
ices.
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Fresh spin

\
London, May 14 Y(\/ \ \

BRITAIN’S PRIME Minister
Tony Blair sought to put his re-
election campaign on a new foot-
ing on Monday after pundits
said he lost the style contest to
his main opponents in a heavily-
scripted first week.

Blair is still far ahead of the
opposition Conservatives in the
polls despite heavy media criti-
cism of his campaign since he
called the June 7 election last
Tuesday with a saccharine-
sweet event in a girls’ school.

He said on Monday he wanted
to concentrate on substance, not
“‘spin”, tacitly conceding a
point made by his old ally Peter
Mandelson that he should rely
less on presentation to get
Labour’s vision across. “On spin
and presentation, I agree,” Blair
told BBC radio. “‘The thing that
maétters for us is substance.”

“I think it would be a good
idea if people concentrated
occasionally on the substance of
what I say, rather than all the
trimmings and trappings,” he
added.

Blair was basking in the
endorsement of major British’
businessmen on Monday. But
Mandelson jeined critics who
have found scarcely an unchore-
ographed moment in Blair’s
campaign, from the much-derid-
ed girls’ school event to meet-
ings with voters who parroted
Labour policies.

It was only when Blair’s wife,
Cherie, joined the campaign at
the weekend that a little spon-
taneity emerged, as she mischie-
vously autographed the naked
chest of a teenaged boy and sang
along with residents of a retire-
ment home.

Her husband, clutching a cof-
fee mug, refused to sing. What-
ever his style, Blair would seem
to have few worries about the
outcome of this election.

The latest survey of political
experts by Kalends, a Reuters
future events service, forecast
that Blair’s Labour party would
repeat its 1997 victory over the
Conservatives and Liberal

to Blair poll pitch

Tony Blair ali dressed up to visit a building site in Inverness on Monday.

Democrats, but with a parlia-
mentary majority cut by 56 seats
to 123.

Labour has been scoring
around 50 percentage points in
the polls, with the Tories lagging
some 20 points behind and the
Liberal Democrats at about 13
percent. The Tories on Monday
focused again on taxes, which
they are seeking to make the

central issue of the campaign,
saying Labour would sign up to
a European plan to harmonise
petrol taxes. “Labour would lock
Britain into a Europe-wide
regime of high fuel taxes,” Con-
servative foreign affairs
spokesman Francis Maude said.

Blair acknowledged the Gov-
ernment’s tax “take” had gone
up under Labour, but said one

THE HINDUSTAN TIME?
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’

reason this happened was
because of “the strength of the
economy and the number of
people in work.”

Blair’s Labour Party mean-
while continued its romance
with business as a group of 58
heads of British companies sent
a letter, to The Times saying
business should back Labour.

Reytér,
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sians, police fight pitched battles

(V)

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 27. Weeks of simmer-
ing tension in the racially-sensi-
tive town of Oldham in Greater
Manchester erupted into violence
on Saturday night after a gang of
white youths attacked Asian
homes, provoking retaliation
from angry Asians who set fire to
cars, smashed shopfronts, and
threw petrol bombs at white
properties.

The incident came in the midst
of an election campaign marked
by some very ugly race rhetoric,
especially from the Tories. The
rioting, in which more than 20
people including policemen were
injured, continued throughout
the night and until the early hours
of Sunday. Police said nearly 500
Asian youths went on the ram-
page, throwing bricks and petrol
bombs and a neighbourhood
pub, ironically called “Live and
Let Live” was repeatedly attacked.

Rioters fought pitched battles
with the police and torched a po-
lice van. “It was frightening. I
have lived here for 25 years but I
never saw anything like this be-
fore”, one eyewitness said. He
said he was surprised that people
were so well armed with bricks,
and petrol bombs as though they
had been waiting for something
like this to happen.

It was not clear how exactly the
trouble started except that the
provocation came from white
youths. Asian residents blamed
the xenophobic National Front
whose supporters, they alleged,
attacked their homes. One ver-
sion was that their first target was
a shop owned by an Asian. Later,
they threw bricks at homes,
smashing windows, and also al-
legedly attacked a family includ-
ing a pregnant woman. But
details were not confirmed.

Mr. Mohammad Dad, a local
community worker, said the

The scene outside the Live and Let Live pub in the Glodwick area of Oldham on Sunday.

Asians retaliated in ‘“‘self-de-
fence”. “You got to defend your-
self when they attack you at your
doorstep”, he said. Police blamed
it on rivalry between white and
Asian youths. Asian residents
were angry with the police, accus-
ing it of harassment. It seems that
when the police first arrived on
the scene, they started picking up
Asian youths instead of those who
had provoked the trouble. A se-
nior police officer, interviewed on
TV, said he was “‘very angry”’ over
the attack on his men.

“Of course, 1 am very angry. My
men have been injured”, he said.
Though the area had been tense
for weeks, apparently the police
were caught offguard. A few
weeks ago, an elderly white man
was attacked by an Asian in what

the police had called a racist in-
cident. The National Front had
strongly protested the incident,
and last night’s attack by its sup-
porters was seen as a reaction.

Oldham is a deprived area with
a large Bangladeshi community
which claims that it has been a
victim of racism over the years.

There are also tensions within
the Asian community in the area.
Widespread illiteracy and unem-
ployment among Asian youth in
this region have contributed to
frustration and anger.

Unlike their more docile par-
ents who put up with real or per-
ceived racism, their children —
born and brought up in Britain —
are more aggressive and not pre-
pared to put up with “provoca-
tions”.
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The political reaction was swift.
The Liberal Democrats said the
Tories' “intemperate” language
on asylum was responsible for in-
flaming passions — a charge
which the Tories dismissed as
“disgraceful”.

The Tory chief, Mr. William
Hague, said it was not a party is-
sue and appealed for calm. The
Home Secretary, Mr. Jack Straw.
said while he did not agree with
the Liberal Democrats’ charge

against Tories, people should, of

course, avoid intemperate lan-
guage. He said Britain had a
proud record on race, and hoped
that such incidents would not
happen again. Calm was return-
ing to Oldham this afternoon, but
the damage to race relations
would take time to mend.




A Economy, Europe main |ssues in U.K. poll

By Hasan Suroor (\/‘ _ \

LONDON, MAY 10. As the British elec

tion campaign picked up momen-
tum, economy and Europe were
emerging as the key issues and the
Tories, though fighting an impos-
sible task of turning the tide of
public opinion in their favour,
looked surprisingly aggressive on
both.

In comparison, Labour, despite
its galloping lead which today
stood at an unpredecented 54 per
cent, seemed to be struggling to
find the right pitch.

Tories were the first to come out
with their election manifesto, and
releasing it here on Thursday
morning, the party chief, Mr. Wil-
liam Hague, ridiculed the idea
that there was no alternative to
Labour — an idea better known in
India as the TINA factor — and
declared that his party did offer a
clear choice to the voters. The
choice, he said, was between a
party which wanted to “‘surren-
der” Britain to a European ‘“su-
perstate” and one  which
cherished national sovereignty
and was committed to keeping the
pound.

His remarks came a day after he
caused the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, some tense moments
in the House of Commons re-
minding him of an old statement
in which he had spoken of his
emotional attachment to the
pound. How, he asked, did that
square with his new enthusiasm
to give up the pound in favour of
uro? Mr. Blair justified it saying
hat thousands of British jobs
were dependent on Britain's entry
into Europe, and said in any case,
a decision on whether or not to

. Nothing was being
on them.
our has indicated that it is

The Conservative Party leader, Mr. William Hague's
shadow fails on the Union Jack as he addresses the
media and party colleagues during the launch of the
party manifesto in London on Thursday. — Reuters

willing to take the fight on Europe
right onto the Conservatives’ turf
and expose the deep divisions
among the Tories on the issue.

The Tory veteran, Sir E
Heath, in his farewell s
the Commons on
publicly snubbed hj

EON VSRR e

anti- Europe agenda indicating
that in the event of a referendum
he would vote for a single curren-
cy. Mr. Hague today sought to
make light of it saying such differ-
ences of opinion were allin a day’s
work. But he emphasised that his
party’s stand on the pound re-
flected the opinion of the 70 per
cent people of the country.

On economy, the Tory manifes-
to was widely seen to be highly
populist as it promised tax cuts
amounting to a whopping £ 8 bil-
lions, and a reduction in petrol tax
by six pence a litre. Mr. Blair was
quick to dismiss it as a policy of
boom-and-bust  which  had
wrecked the British economy un-
der the Tory rule in the eighties.
He wondered how the Tories pro-
posed to reconcile such massive
tax cuts with their promise to
spend more on public services.

The Tory agenda, he said, point-
ed to either deep cuts in public
services or plunging Britain into
huge debts. The Liberal Demo-
cratic leader, Mr. Charles Kenne-
dy, whose party is the lowest on
the voters’ pecking order, but is
seen as more consistent and cred-
ible in its policy pronouncements, !
was equally dismissive of the To- :
ries’ economic agenda. “The sums |
just don’t add up”, he said calling
the Tories’ promise of tax cuts and
improved public services as a po-
litical “stunt”.

Labour which came out with a
‘“pledge card”, ahead of its mani-
festo, made no promises on re-
ducing tax b pledged to
dramatlcall n around the pub-
lic se by hiring more teach-
ers,thore policemen and mmaore
ctors and nurses. Education,
health and transport are to be the
focus of Labour’s second term in
which Mr. Blair has promised to
build on the “foundations’’ laid in
the first term.




“British P

PHILIP WEBSTER & ROLAND WATSON
THE TIMES, LONDON

LONDON, May 9. - The Prime
Minister tried to turn Europe
into a winning issue for Labour
yesterday as he made Britain’s
leadership role one of his key
planks to win a second term on
7 June.

Mr Tony Blair, expecting Mr
William Hague to focus much
of his campaign on his pledge
to keep the pound, is to fight
fire with fire by highlighting
the risks of isolationism and
loss of influence that.

After asking the Queen for
Parliament to be dissolved,
Mr Blair used his first speech
of the campaign to declare
that the differences between
the two main parties were
wider than at any time since

54~
1983. ‘
“This election |
is about which |
party can be
trusted with
the economy, |

which  party
will invest
more in the}
public  serv
ices, which

party is capa-
ble of leading
Britain into
the future,” he
said. He was
seeking a man-
date to make Britain stronger
because of its engagement
with Europe and the wider
world. Britain was still not
the leading nation in Europe
“that our weight, prosperity
and history demand,” he said.

Mr Tony Blair

7 Though he
| made no expli-
i cit mention of
the Euro, man-
y ministers be-
lieve that Mr
Blair is eager
to hold a refer-
next
and
will  regard
adoption of the
| single currency
} as the key to
increase influ-
ence.

At the same
time Robin Cook told a confer-
ence of European socialist
leaders in Berlin that a La-
bour victory would keep Brit-
ain in the mainstream of Eu-
rope, a partner committed to
making a success of Europe.

MK STATESMAM

M blares out poll issues

Victory would keep out of
power the party of the right
“who increasingly sound as if
they are committed to making
a failure of Europe and to re-
ducing Britain to the
sidelines”.

Labour sources said that if
the Conservatives wanted to
devote several days of cam-
paigning to Europe, as has
been hinted, Labour would
engage with them, hoping -
that the Tory divisions that
dominated the last election
campaign would resurface.

However, Europe is one ot
the Conservatives’ stronger
issues, according to the polls,
and yesterday Mr Hague
moved swiftly on to the at-
tack, telling supporters: “We
will give you back your
country.”



BRITAIN / LABOUR WIN APPEARS CERTAIN

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAW 8. Britain today embarked on a
hectic four-week election campaign after the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair met the Queen
and advised her to dissolve Parliament to set
the ball roiling for a general election on June 7.

This put an end to weeks of speculation, and
brought a sense of realism to unofficial elec-
tioneering or what The Times called the “pho-
ney campaign” which had been going on
since almost the start of this year. From to-
morrow, the “Thunderer” is expected to dis-
continue its “Phoney Election” column and
get into formal campaign mode. Labour start
as favourites to win the election with the To-
ries, according to all indications, headed for a
rout. A solid 20-point lead in opinion polls and
with odds favouring it 20-1, Labour is assured
of a second term in office and the best the
Tories can do is to cut their losses though even
that looks an uphill task, judging from opinion
polis.

Despite considerable disillusionment with
the Blair Government’s performance, partic-
ularly its handling of the foot- and-mouth cri-
sis, the odds are that Labour may actually
improve on its 1997 performance ending up
with even a bigger majority in next Parliament.
Mr. Blair, however, is not taking chances, and
told his Cabinet colleagues on Monday not to
be lulled into complacency and instead fight
the election as though it were on a “knife’s
edge.” His main worryis'widespread voter ap-
athy which if translafed into a low turnout on
ould affect his party’s major-
ike the Tories who have a commit-

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony

Blair, back in Downing Street after a

brief meeting with the Queen on
Tuesday. — Reuters

ted vote bank, Labour depends hugely on
floating voters, many of whom may not neces-
sarily turn up at the polling booth thinking
that the party is winning in any case and that
their vote is not crucial. It is the flipside of a
victory taken-for-granted that is worrying the
Labour leadership.

In a pep talk which sounded unusually
strong, coming from a Prime Minister who vir-

ok HE o
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\i Poll date set for June 7

tually has the election in his bag, Mr. Blair
warned his Ministers that “‘this is going to be a
much tougher fight than people imagine.” He
told them to “forget the polls and commenta-
tors”” and instead seek every vote with a ‘real
grown-up"” and sustained campaign. Accord-
ing to one newspaper, Mr. Blair's tough talk
was prompted by fear that the ““talk of another
Labour landslide was part of a Conservative
strategy to engender more apathy.”

Ironically, it was the Tories who sounded
more gung-ho clearly in a bid to put up a brave
face and boost the morale of their dwindling
supporters. The party chief, Mr. William
Hague said a Tory victory was still possible,
and believed it was *'very arrogant” for people
to think that they knew the outcome of the
election even before a single vote had been
cast. “We are planning for victory. We are
ready to win,” he declared, launching a tirade
against Labour which he called a “national
and local disgrace.”

The Liberal Democrats had no pretensions
of winning the election but expected to in-

crease their tally in Parliament. Their ieader, .

Mr. Charles Kennedy, fighting his first serious

electoral battle, was off on the campaign even
as the big boys in the Labour and Tory party
were still holed up in their London offices. The
campaign is expected to be viciously person-
ality- oriented, though the Tories plan to force
a debate on issues such as asylum and Europe

~— the two areas in which they think they have

a better rapport with the grass roots voter than
Labour. Labour is expected to focus on the
theme of improving public services a
ating a more equitable society. .




Mandelson i in
frontline to ..
help Blair win

Vijay Dutt {
London, May 7 /\

THE LABOUR Governmen&'m its
second term, would aim for a “seis-
mic change in British politics” for
inaugurating a “new age of ambi-
tion”, says Peter Mandelson.

A sudden policy statement
from him has, in effect, signalled
his return to the frontline to help
Tony Blair win a second term.

The main architect of the New
Labour concept that gave a mas-
sive victory to Blair in 1997, Man-
delson has, as if on cue from
Blair, indicated that the aim in
1997 to prepare Britain for the
new millennium having been ful-
filled by competent governance,
Labour would now pursue a New
Deal for the country.

Writing in the Observer, Man-

delson says, “Ambition must be
compass for the second term” for
upward mobility, for earning
more so that the country climbs
higher on the “social ladder.” He
has said that a New Labour
administration with a range of
coherent policies and pro-
grammes rather than patchwork
initiatives would tackle the worst
social and economic problems.

“BEvery individual and fami-
lies” would be given the “chance
to get on and realise their ambi-
tion...for material affluence and
better relationships, stronger fam-
ily” and a society with diversity in
culture and more tolerance.

This is in effect an outline fora -

. multi-cultural and ethnic society

as opposed to the Tories’ fears of
immigration and dilution of ‘Brit-
ishness’.

Mandelson has cleverly given a
new look to his New Labour con-
cept so as to appeal to the new
generation and a wider cross-sec-
tion of the electorate.

It is evident that his friend
Blair still trusts Mandelson to
deliver votes through fresher
ideas and promises beyond those
of 1997. This signals a future pos-
sible role for Mandelson, who quit
the cabinet and the poll campaign
committee following an outcry
over his closeness to the Hindujas.

Blair has also dampened the
Tories by announcing pledges to
cut tax rates and match pound for
pound poorer families’ savings.

-
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UK welcomes B shr/ !

missile defencé

By RASHMEE Z. AHMED

LONDON:Tony Blair’s Britain has
given President Bush’s plans for a
versatile, multi-layered missile de-
fence shield a swift public welcome,
but there is no disguising the pri-
vate worries. London is finding it
hard to reconcile its docile accep-
tance of Washington’s perceived
unilateralism, with European scep-
ticism and divisive domestic views
OIl 2 NeW arms race.

The governing Labour party itself
is unenthusiastic about the high-tech
Son of Star Wars scheme. The plan
would effectively spell the end of the
30-year-old Anti-Ballistic Missile
{ABM) Treaty and disregards oppo-
sition from Moscow and Beijing. The
anti-nuclear lobby, meanwhile, is
gearing itself for a re-run of past bat-
tles, by pointing out, as the Guardian
put it, “that others such as India will
feel obliged to respond (to Bush) in
kind by expanding their land-based
nuciear arsenals”.

But British foreign secretary
Robin Cook has stressed his appre-
ciation of “early consultations,” by
which he meant the 12-minute tele-
phone sales pitch Mr Bush used
with Mr Blair on Tuesday night. Mr
Bush also spoke to Vladimir Putin,
Gerhard  Schroeder, Jacques
Chirac, Canada’s Jean Chretien and
NATO secretary-general Lord

plan

Mr Cook \also yvf?comed the
prospect of er consultations in
London with senior American offi-
cials soon. The optimism may be a
trifle overdone, especially as his
views are hardly universal with some
prominent Labour MPs on the par-
liamentary foreign policy committee
calling the proposals “profoundly
destabilising”. The committee chair-
man, another Labour MP, Donald
Anderson, called Mr Bush’s missile
defence plans the “moment of
truth” for Britain, Mr Blair and the
doomed attempts at building
bridges between the US and the Eu-
ropean Union.

Mr Blair is seen to face hard
choices, partly because London
holds at least some of the cards if
Mr Bush’s grand design is to work.
The proposed missile defence
shield would need upgraded early
warning systems at two northern
England radar stations.

Senior Labour members private-
ly hope Britain will never have to
make the choice because Mr Bush’s
cherished project might run smack
into technical hurdles and a cost
spiral. But the main opposition
Conservative party is urging Mr
Blair to “get off the fence” andlead

European support ‘issile
shield

Robertson.




/ Gy \0 Cook’s Tikkg@ e

The UK’s foreign secretary Robin Cook acknowledged fhe other
day that British society was a melting pot of diverse race§. Media
reports say that, in an address to the Centre for the Open Sdciety in
London, Shri Cook hailed chicken tikka masala as Britain’s national
dish, citing it as an example of the way the UK absorbed and adapted
external influences by taking an Indian dish and adding to it masala
sauce to satisfy the British desire to have their meat served in gravy.
Curry, he added, had become his country’s most popular dish, replacing
traditional favourites like roast beef. Taking off from there, Cook

aintained that the strength of British society was that it was

ulti-cultural. The British, he added, were not a race but a gathering of

iverse races, the majority of them not indigenous. He described as
‘fantasy” the idea that Britain was a pure Anglo-Saxon society before
the arrival of immigrants from the Caribbean, Asia and Africa. The
glowing references to chicken tikka masala are seen in some sections
as Cook’s way of buttering up Asian voters and owners of ethnic
minority restaurants in the wake of rumours that the government had
blamed Chinese food for the foot-and-mouth epidemic. However,
anonymous officials in the British foreign office have been quoted as
saying that their chief’s ode to chicken tikka masala was meant to
counter the racial overtones in comments by the likes of Lord Tebbit
on “the cricket test” for establishing the commitment of ethnic
minorities when the national team played India, Pakistan or the West
Indies. The cricket test is old hat. Some 18 years ago, a BBC
commentator quipped that India had the advantage of playing before
its home crowd when it beat England in the semi-finals of the 1983
World Cup at Old Trafford. Cook’s culinary intervention could be seen
in the context of the ongoing debate in the UK on asylum-seekers with
Tory MP Christopher Gill attacking the rationale for a multi-ethnic
society and terming those seeking asylum as “rats in a bucket”.
Vote-seeking compulsions have made Labour’s Cook put the chicken
tikka masala first, before the scrambled egg. As and when elections
are called and campaigning picks up, more than one Asian dish
could become the flavour of the season. It is only the
British broth which is spoilt by too many cooks. /
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Jf()ndxg launches drive to
clean' up May Day damage

London, May 2: Authorities in London have started a
massive clean-up operation following Tuesday’s May
Day protests in which cars and shops were damaged
by thousands of anti-capitalist protesters.

Although most of the demonstrations were peaceful,
rioters smashed shop fronts in central London and tar-
geted leading firms, including banks-and food stores.
Masked activists stormed one supermarket and unsuc-
cessful attempts were made to smash into two leading
shops on Oxford-Street.

The police arrested around 92 people, including
eight foreign nationals from Den-
mark, Poland, Belgium and the US
Police on Tuesday night claimed
success in containing the protests,
but the demonstrations are still believed to have cost
London’s businesses up to 20 million pounds in lost
revenue with additional high repair and policing costs.
“The entire city of Westminster will feel the ramifica-
tions of these protests,” said Joe Duckworth, West-
minster Council’s director of environment and
leisure. “In one day, it is estimated that businesses
have suffered a loss in revenue of £20 million due to
early closing of retail stores, reduced trade and dam-

MAY DAY

age to commercial property.” '

More than 6,000 police officers were drafted in for
the day, around 500 more than last year, costing
around one million pounds. Mr.Duckworth says the
protest also cost Westminster Councii 100,000
pounds, with money spent removing rubbish bins,
street furniture and road works before the demonstra-
tors arrived, and bringing in extra staff to clean-up
after they left.

London’s Metropolitan Police Authority chairman
Lord Harris praised the police tactics, saying, “I
believe they struck the right bal-
ance between facilitating peaceful
demonstrations and deterring vio-
lent disorder.” “The police tactic
of containment in and around the flash point of
Oxford Street to avoid serious injuries to inndcent
people and damage to property proved to be the right
one,” Lord Harris added. Londgn Mayor condemning
the attacks said, “This appallin® vandalism shows the
decision to contain the protesters was right.”

“The immediate turn to. violence on dispersal indj
cates that this was the core objective of the o
ers,” he said. (India Abroad News Service)
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‘} By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 1. In the end, it boiled
down to a contest between the
brute state power and old-fash-
ioned idealistn and there is no
point pretending who won this
unequal contest. The palice, of
course.

The much-hyped anti-capital-
ism May Day protest in London
bore no resemblance to the scary
scenario which the police had
been peddling for weeks leading
to stories like the one in The
Times this morning which vsarned
of plans to “provoke London’s
most violent May 1 anti-capitalist
demonstration.”

What had been billed as “May
Day mayhem”, however, ended
up as nothing more than a day
out for hundreds of flag- waving
protesters who poured into the
city to highlight a host of causes
such as environment, disarma-
ment, animal welfare, Third
World poverty, anti-globalisation
and anti-capitalism. They did dis-
rupt normal life as they bicycled
through Central London, bringing
traffic to a standstill in many
parts; and, yes, they made a lot of
noise as they raised slogans, whis-
tled at the cops and jeered at their
“enemies”’ but mostly they re-
mained peaceful — for which, of
course, the police claimed credit
saying that they had been able to
“deter” the “anarchists’’.

if this was anarchy, Londoners
wouldn’t mind having more of it
occasionally — especially on a
wet and gloomy day such as it was
today when any distraction would
do. There were a few scary mo-
ments, particularly in the Oxford
Circus area — London’s busiest
shopping centre and the tourists’
favourite destination — where the
protesters and the police came
close to a rather nasty confronta-
tion.

Protesters threw a couple of
bottles and cans when the police
tried to contain the crowd, and
the police retaliated with baton
charge. Tension in the area built
up around 3 p.m. and the stand-
off continued for sometime. The
police had anticipated trouble at
Oxford Circus because it is here
that some of the world’s biggest
monopolies — Nike, Gap, the
Benettons — have their retail
stores and offices. A heavy police
force, however, managed to keep
the situation under control.

Another flashpoint was West
End — internationally famous for
its theatres — but for protesters
the point of interest was the
World Bank building at the neigh-
bouring Haymarket. A large
group, carrying placards, outside
the World Bank offices and raised
slogans against its policies.

Animal welfare groups had
their sights set on a fur shop in the
area while others had their own
targets which they regarded as
symbols of globalisation and
world capitalism. A scuffle be-
tween demonstrators and the po-
lice was reported, but mostly the
“confrontation”” remained good-
natured.

Central London today looked
like a garrison town with 6,000
policemen and women out in
their best combative gear, but for
all the macho rhetoric of the past
few days, they showed marked re-
straint even as they took no
chances.

Almost every protester was
thoroughly checked and frisked,
and over a dozen people were ar-
rested. The reason for the extra
dinary police presence and
was the fact that1ast year on May
1, they had been taken completely
by surprise as protesters ran
amuck vandalising statues, and
destroying property. Stung by
criticism, the police mounted a
huge operation this time inviting
the charge of “‘over-reacting”.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair, was criticised by civil rights
groups for dismissing the protest
as a “spurious cause”. Until 4.30
p.m. (9 p.m. IST), it looked that
the show of force had paid off but
with sundown still a couple of
hours away, the police were keep-
ing their fingers crossed.

World-wide
protests

LONDON, MAY 1. German police
turned water cannon on leftists in
May Day street battles, activists
targeted Australia’s stock ex-
changes and in London massed
ranks of cyclists brought chaos to
rush-hour traffic on Tuesday.

About 20,000 workers faced
15,000 riot police on the streets of
the South Korean capital Seoul to
protest against Government-initi-
ated economic restructuring and
a police crackdown on Daewoo
Motor workers in April.

Lo A muted show in London

¢

In Taiwan, thousands of utem-
ployed workers and union gctiv-
ists marched through Tdipei
demanding jobs and the resigna-
tion of top Government officials
In eastern Russia, demonstrators
turned out in their thousands tc
demand better wages and price
controls.

Berlin police turned water can-
non on thousands of leftist pro-
testers after being pelted by
bottles and stones in what has be-
come an annual ritual of May Day
street battles in the city. Over
6,000 leftists and anarchists built
barricades overnight in two east-
ern Berlin suburbs, setting some
alight.

In Australia, protests were ush-
ered in by demonstrators who
sought to shut down stock ex-
changes in Sydney and Mel-

bourne and scufflegr with_police.
— Reuters /
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Leaked papers warn-

o /agamst cuts in
"N UK. defences

LONDON, MAY. 1. Sweepmg cuts in
army numbers and equipment
expected wjthin weeks of the
election will have a “highly
damaging impact” on Britain’s
defences, say leaked Ministry of
Defence documents. They will
put soldiers’ lives at much
greater risk, the papers say.

The cuts of at least £1.2
billion have been forced by the
Treasury because of the rising
cost of the Royal Navy's two
new aircraft carriers and their
aircraft, defence sources said.
At present that bill stands at £8
billion. The documents
contradict claims last week by
Mr. John Spellar, the Armed
Forces Minister, that there had
been no discussion or even
“theoretical paperwork” at the
MoD about army cuts. Mr.
Spellar was responding to a
report in The Daily Telegraph
that up to 10 of the army’s
front-line units were to be axed,
with not even the Household
Cavalry and the Guards
regiments safe.

Mr. lain Duncan Smith, the
Shadow Defence Secretary,
said: “It is clear that they have
accepted plans to make vicious
and deep cuts to our armed
Forces. We cannot believe their
denials.” The docurhents
discuss extensive cuts to
armoured regiments and the
cancellation of a number of
“high priority” equipment
contracts. Defence sources said
on Monday that there were also
plans to reduce the Territorial
Army by 15,000 soldiers and
wipe out many historic
regimental names for ever.

The cuts follow the end of 12
years of army control over the
forces. Adm. Sir Michael Boyce,
the new Chief of Defence Staff,
is a fervent advocate of the
aircraft carriers. He told The
Daily Telegraph last week that
they were “‘essential” and at the
heart of defence policy. The
army has been told to find the
cuts but not to put anything in
writing to Ministers until after
the election because of Labour’s
pledge that there would be no
cuts on top of those in the 1998
strategic defence review.

“Ministers want to keep it as
deniable as possible, so no final
decision will be taken until
after the election,” a senior

army officer said. If Labour
returned to power, the plans
would go to Ministers within
weeks, he added. The cuts will
then be sold as the result of a
reduction in tension in
Northern Ireland and an
inevitable result of the inability
of the army to push its
numbers up to the target figure
of 108,000. One of the leaked
documents, entitled Short Term
Plan (STP)/Equipment Plan
(EP) 2001 says: “We propose to
reduce the cost of the planned

equipment programme by some |

£1.2 billion over the four-year
period 2001/2 to 2004/5.

“Inevitably, the deferrals,
reductions in planned numbers
and in some cases cancellations
needed to effect this will have a
highly damaging impact on our
previously planned
improvements to capability.” It
concludes by saying that the
recommended programme
“makes only limited progress
towards the rectification of
some important capability gaps.

“In some cases, where the
threat from potential enemies
is increasing, this could resuit
in future operations carrying a
higher level of risk than current
ones.” The Ministry claims that
such studies are made all the
time. But the document,
marked Confidential U.K. Eyes
Only, makes clear that the
army has no choice but to
implement radical cuts. It says:
“In view of our circumstancs:s,
we have considered whether a
more radical examination of
the force structure would offer
savings.”

The document, written in
February, states that while “no
force structure is immutable, it
would be premature and
potentially counter-productive
to make changes at this stage”.
But within weeks the Army
Board had been forced to think
the unthinkable and cut the
number of front-line units to
match the levels of manpower
it could hope to meet, defence
sources said. This would mean
axeing up to 10 armoured and
infantry battalions. As most
front-line regiments have only
a single regular battalion, 10

regiments could go. — ’
©Telegraph Group Limi /
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ondon
braces for

May Day\

mayhem

FROM PAUL MAJENDIK \¢

London, April 29 (Reuters): Lon-
don Mayor Ken Livingstone
pledged today to crack down hard
on anarchists bent on violence in
May Day anti-capitalist protests
in the British capital.

Police promising “zero toler-
ance” towards rioters are staging
one of the biggest security opera-
tions ever seen in London, with
5,000 officers out on the streets and
all leave cancelled.

Protesters have vowed to tar-
get Oxford Street, the shopping
heart of London, on Tuesday. The
day could bring tumult to the capi-
tal because the protesters may
also make a string of hoax bomb
calls to provoke even more chaos.

Police are taking a much toug-
her line than last year, when they
were accused of doing too little too
late while vandals daubed the
city’s Cenotaph war memorial
with graffiti and dug up the grass
on Parliament Square.

The statue of wartime leader
Winston Churchill (Reuters
picture on right) has already
been boarded up to ensure it is not
attacked again.

Roundly condemning the mo-
tives of the anarchist protesters,
Livingstone said: “For them the
objectives are scenes of mayhem
like we saw last year when a lot of
innocent people got caught up.”

Asked by BBC Television what
his message was to the ringlead-
ers, Livingstone said: “If you real-
1y believe in cancelling Third Wor-
1d debt and saving the environ-
ment then beating the hell out of a
police officer or smashing in a sh-
op window is really going to alie-
nate public opinion. You will actu-

ally damage the causes you serve.”

He warned that “at the slight-
est sign of violence, people will
be arrested.” There would be a lot

* of innocent people around on

Tuesday, the mayor said, and “if
someone throws something
through a plate glass window you
can get those shards of glass that
blind or kill”.

“The complaints last year
were more that the police didn’t
crack down harder. Last year I th-
ink we were all caught a bit by sur-
prise by the scale of the violence
that had been planned,” he said.

Livingstone, urging London-
ers to stay away<€rom the demon-

ANTI-CAPITALIT PROTESTERS FACE POLICE IRON-FIST

strations, said: “They all got away,
the ringleaders, last year. This
year we are hoping that the crowd
numbers will be well down and
that will enable police to try and
identify the people we are still
looking for from last year’s
crimes.

“If we get them they will do
time for last year as well as for
what they are doing this year,” he
warned.

The mayor’s remarks were
echoed by home secretary Jack
Straw, who said he was confident
the police could handle the situa-
tion. Straw also recalled that he
and Livingstone had joined street

it

demonstrations in their youth.

“When we were taking part in
a demonstration we were demon-
strating for a cause,” Straw said.

The demonstrators plan to use
the British version of the board
game Monopoly as a template, oc-
cupying streets such as Park Lane
and Mayfair.

Police said the protesters had
chosen the world famous game be-
cause they associated it with capi-
talist ideals.

Organisers have been publicis-
ing the protests on the Internet
and posting stickers on under-
ground trains explaining the rules
of the protests to fellow activists. Y
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-~ Problems with a pledge

HE SIMMERING race row, in

which even the humble

Indian chicken tikka masala

has featured in a guest role,
threatens to explode into a major
campaign issue in the upcoming
general election in Britain though
everyone is pretending that it is not
on their agenda. Storm signals are
already up and it would require
extraordinary restraint on all sides to
quieten things down. Even as one
writes this, a slanging match is on as
to who is more racist — the Tories
some of whom have refused to sign
an anti-racism pledge prescribed by
the Commission for Racial Equality
(CRE) or those whose aggressive
political correctness has provoked a
racially coded backlash?

For a detached view it is important
to see how the mudslinging, which
in the past two weeks has dominated
the headlines, started in the first
place. Much of the acrimony and the
tension it has generated could have
been avoided if the Commission had
been less demonstrative in pushing
its good intentions, and been more
subtle in handling a sensitive issue
which, even at the best of times, is
simply waiting to erupt. The
Commission, headed by Mr. Gurbux
Singh, who also happens to be a
Labour activist and a Home Office
adviser, provoked a needless row
when it insisted that all MPs and
prospective candidates sign a pledge
not to play the race card in the
elections even after their respective
leaders — Mr. Tony Blair, Mr.
William Hague and Mr. Charles
Kennedy — had already signed it on
their behalf. While Labour and
Liberal Democratic Party candidates
promptly obliged, several Tory MPs
put their foot down arguing that
once Mr. Hague had already
endorsed the pledge on behalf of his
party it made no sense to get
individual candidates to do it all over
again.

The row might have ended there

leaving people to draw their own
conclusions about such MPs’

attitude, but instead the Commnjission
ended up playing into their hands by
choosing to publish on its website
names of candidates who had
refused to sign the pledge. The
suggestion, notwithstanding the
Commission’s protestations, was that
by not signing the document they
were exposing themselves to the
charge of racism. This “naming and
shaming” provoked even the liberal
Tories who accused the Commission
of a “witchunt” and of resorting to
“MacCartyhism”’. And when the
shadow chancellor, Mr. Michael
Portillo, stepped into the row on
behalf of his recalcitrant party
candidates, what was until then a
fringe show turned into a full-blown
controversy with the Tories alleging

The row over the
anti-racism pledge has
cast a dark shadow over
the elections in Britain.
Hasan Suroor reports.

that the Commission was acting as a
political tool of Labour Party, and
that there was a “‘conspiracy”’ to
embarrass them.

Mr. Portillo refused to sign the
pledge saying that as someone who
was so publicly committed to
multiculturalism it was insulting to
be told to give an undertaking that
he would not run a racist campaign,
“I don't think there are many people
who have been quite as outspoken
as [ have been about the need for
inclusiveness and equality of esteem.
[ think that speaks volumes, much
more than signing bits of paper,” he
said, echoing a view shared by the
liberal opinion across the political
divide.

Lord Swraj Paul, a staunch Labour
loyalist, agreed with the view that
getting people to sign pledges was
not necessarily the most effective
way to police racism. “This whole
business of signing, not signing;

naming, shaming; it is a farce. Either
we are multiracial and multicultural |
or we are not... [ don’t think in this °
way (signing the pledge) you are
going to make Britain more
multicultural”’, he said.

The dominant perception even in
Labour Party is that the Commission
exceeded its brief and in the process
not only made a mess of its
otherwise honourable intentions but,
more significantly, ended up creating
a situation in which the real issue
was lost. Suddenly, the focus shifted
from the growing concern over the
racist remarks of a number of Tories:
to the Commission’s excessive
political correctness. As one
newspaper put it, here was a :
textbook case of hitting a “self-goal™
The Independent on Sunday, in an -
editorial, described it as a “‘clumsy
attempt to root out racism” and s- d
the Commission might have handed:
over “ammunition to genuine racists
who will be delighted at the
criticisms that its actions are
provoking.” The Sunday Times said .
much the same thing arguing that
the Commission had “exceeded its
role which is to promote racial
harmony, not to inflame party
politics.”

This is the second time in recent
months that a gung-ho approach to
racial equality has backfired. Last
autumn, a panel headed by the
reputed academic and the Labour
peer, Mr. Bhikhu Parekh, provoked
an outrage when it suggested that
the term “Britishness’ had racial
connotations and should be
dropped. Opinion across the political
spectrum was offended, and a senior
Labour Cabinet Minister publicly
distanced the Government from the
Parekh report. :

A number of non-White Britons
joined the protest forcing the panel *
to clarify that its observation was
misinterpreted and taken out of
context. But by then the damage had
been done; and as in the present
case the real issue was clouded by

an unnecessary controversy. So, wi
price political correctness? g
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Sophiegate:

bares its Republi

By Rashmee 2. Ahmed W
The Times of India News Service W\

LONDON: The buried Republican soul of Britain’s
governing Labour Party has come startlingly back to
life as the row over the Sophie tapes continues. A
stream of Labour MPs have followed two ministers in
making frank public statements on the newest contro-
versy over the monarchy’s place in 21st-century Britain.
The MPs have variously called upon the government
to set up a commission to review the future of the
monarchy. They are in favour of a Scandinavian-style
bicycling monarchy or an elected head of state once the
current Queen dies. One of Labour’s best-known Re-
publicans, veteran parliamentarian Tony Benn suggest-
ed that the Queen could continue to live at Bucking-
ham Palace, complete with the changing of the guard
every hour, so long as the bills were picked up by
tourists and the holiday board.
Mr Benn, who earlier introduced parliamentary bills
calling for an elected head of state, dismissed the Sophie
 sting as irrelevant and a distraction from the more seri-
- ous task of reforming the monarchy. The issue assumes
great significance as Britons have repeatedly revealed
their bewilderingly love-hate relationship with the royal
ily in various public surveys. The public still seems to
7 love the pomp and pageantry associated with royalty,

Labour Part

n Agart

A But has a barely-concealed contempt for individual

members of its first family. Monday’s lively and often un-
erringly-perceptive tabloids headlined the row, “Off with
her (Sophie’s) head” and a columnist in even the sedate
and monarchist Daily Telegraph advised the Countess to
“ditch the title, along with dropping her job”.

Labour has traditionally espoused the Republican
cause, but the prime minister’s office, in a bid to pre-
empt a constitutional debate ahead of the expected
June general election, is stressing that Tony Blair is
“confirmed monarchist.”” Mr Blair is opposed to th
idea of abolition of the monarchy although he favour
a slimmed-down model of it. He in fact assisted in the
rehabilitation of the royal family by casting its star
member, Diana, as the “people’s princess” at a time
when the Queen and her relatives were drawing a
frighteningly hostile press and public reaction.

But Mr Blair’s Labour Party is still smarting under
the biting comments made by Sophie, Countess of Wes-
sex, to an undercover reporter posing as a sheikh with a
lucrative contract for her public relations firm. The
Countess described Prime Minister Blair as “presiden-
tial” and ignorant of the countryside and its innocent
pursuits like hunting. Revealing middle-class prejudic
and soundly conservative instincts, she deM
“frightening” tax rises under the Labour gove! y nt

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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BRITAIN / LOBBYING BY CABINET MINISTERS FAILS

‘Blair puts off elections by a

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, APRIL 1. Weeks of uncertainty over the
timing of the British general election ended
today as the Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
defying his Cabinet colleagues, decided to put
it off by a month to give himself more time to
cope with the foot-and-mouth crisis and,
more importantly, to head of the charge that
he is insensitive to public opinion.

The election, which was widely expected on
May 3, would now be held on June 7 and a
formal announcement is expected on Monday
when Mr. Blair returns from his weekend re-
treat at Chequers.

The Prime Minister’s decision is believed to
have annoyed his Cabinet colleagues and par-
ty MPs, most of whom were opposed to a de-
lay. It caught the Culture Secretary, Mr. Chris
Smith, on the hop as he went on Radio Morn-
ing strongly opposing a postponement un-
aware that a decision had already been taken.
“An embarrassed (Mr) Smith later conferred
with Mr. Blair's team and then insisted he was
opposed to any ‘substantial delay”, The Sun-
day Times said.

Almost the engire Cabinet, including heavy-
weights such 45 the Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr. John Préscott, the Chancellor, Mr. Gordon

Brown, the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Robin Coo¥,
and the Home Secretary, Mr. Jack Straw, f
voured an early election on the plea that
delay would send out a wrong message over
seas and that it would be seized by the Torie
to claim victory for their campaign against
May election. f

They also feared that since the foot-and-
mouth was not likely to be under control in a
few weeks, the government could come under
pressure to delay the election further. There
were already demands today that it should be
put off until autumn.

A senior Tory leader, Mr. Michael Portillo,
accused Mr. Blair of “‘dithering” and said this
was no time to think of elections.

As newspapers widely reported the rift in
the Cabinet and the Labour Party, senior fig-
ures were quick to close ranks. Mr. Robin Cook
denied that there was split, and the chairman
of Labour Parliamentary Party, Mr. Clive So-
ley, said though he still favoured an early elec-
tion, he found no fault with the decision. Last
week, Mr. Soley had taken an in-house party
poll and reported to Mr. Blair that over 70 per
cent Labour MPs favoured May 3.

A spokesman for the powerful Labour trade
union maintained that a delay was bad news

N :-“\‘" «W ~‘
“ ’iiliﬁ“‘ i b
e
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for tourism as it would reinforce the impres-
sion abroad that Britain was closed to busi-
ness.

Mr. Blair’s decision is believed to have been
influenced by a new opinion poll which
showed that two-thirds of the people favoured

a delay, but even before the poll he had begun |

month-

to have second thoughts about a May poll. |

After his visit to some of the foot-and-mouth
afflicted areas, he sensed the public mood that
early election would expose his government to
the charge of putting the party above the
country.

The Prime Minister's spokesman, Mr. Alis-
tair Campbell, stressed that the Prime Minis-
ter would do what was “right for the country
as a whole.”

“The ministers were told that Mr. Blair
wanted a month’s delay to preserve his image
as ‘one-nation’ Prime Minister sensitive to ru-
ral concerns”, one newspaper said.

The non-Tory media, which had put its
money on an early election, was clearly dis-
appointed with The Independent declari
that “on balance he has made the wrGng
choice.”

. I




/ Labour keen on May

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 26. As the process
of killing and burying nearly half a
million cattle in a mass grave in
Cumbria over the next three days
began today in a massive army-as-
sisted operation to control the
foot-and- mouth epidemic, there
were reports that general elections
may be put off by a month. But the
overwhelming opinion within La-
bour was said to be in favour of
sticking to the May 3 timetable.

The chairman of the Labour par-
liamentary party, Mr. Clive Soley,
said it would be an “error of judg-
ment” to postpone the democratic
process and send out a wrong
message. He argued that Britain
had held elections in abnormal
circumstances before and there
was no justification for delaying
them now. Far from helping the
farmers, a delay could do “im-
mense damage to the reputation
of the country and to certain sec-
tions of industry, notably tou-
rism,” he said.

Mr. Soley, who had extenswe
dlscussmns with Labour MPs,
claimed that 70 per cent wanted
elections to go ahead on May 3.
“Everyone is of the view that we
must not appear arrogant or fail to
listen to what people are saying.
The overwhelming feeling is that
putting them off would not in any
way help the farmers,” he pointed
out. The Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr. John Prescott, was quoted as
saying that though the opinion
was divided, his own view was that
a delay would create an impres-
sion that Britain was in deep crisis.
He echoed the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair’s line that the outside
world should not get the idea that
Britain was “closed for business’.

Critics said that talk of “pres-
sure” on Mr. Blair from within the
party against a delay had been or-
chestrated by his spin doctors, and
maintained that holding elections
in the midst of a national crisis
would be in poor taste. The Inde-
pendent reported that even as
Ministers would be publicly mak-

3 poli

2

ing out’a a; for elections on May
3, contingency plans were being
for a ‘“month-long

date. The Government
favour of putting them
off until autumn fearing that un-
foreseen circumstances could
jeopardise its prospects. “With
America heading towards a reces-
sion, they fear that Britain's eco-
nomic position might look very
different by the autumn and delay-
ing the poll until then could upset
Labour’s entire re-election strate-

gy, it said.
Downing Street was re%

be trying hard to ensure that Mr.
Blair's carefully crafted election
timetable did not become a casu-
alty of foot-and-mouth. His deci-
sion to take direct control of the
crisis was seen as an attempt to
deliver some progress over the
next few days and make out a case
that the Government had got a
grip of the situation and therefore
elections could be held on May 3

cHE HINDU

27 MAR 21



oS

By Hasan Suyoor

LONDON, MARCH 24. The British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, cut short his stay at the Eu-
ropean Union summit in Stéckholm and re-
turned home today as the foot and mouth
epidemic worsened.

The Tory leader, Mr. William Hague, called
for a “crisis Cabinet” to be set up and experts
indicated that nearly half of the country’s live-
stock may have to be killed to control the dis-
ease. A question mark continued to hang over
the election timetable with Mr. Blair saying
that he still has 10 days to take a decision. He
faced an embarrassing moment at Stockholm
when — unknown to him — he was filmed
disclosing his self-imposed 10-day deadline to
the E.U. Commission President, Mr. Romano
Prodi. The remark was seized by his critics
here to accuse him of continuing to entertain
the idea of May 3 election despite growing
political and public opposition to it.

Meanwhile, amid a sense of national panic,
a counter- view is emerging which believes
that the crisis has been blown out of propor-
tion and that there is more hype to it than
substance. The loss estimates are said to be a
gross exaggeration and the farmers seen to be
protesting too much. “This is no underprivi-

leged minority struggling to find a voice in the
metropolis. Barely a day goes by that a horny-
handed son of the soil doesn’t wipe his feet on
the doormat inside No. 10,” said a commenta-
tor in The Times alluding to the numerous
farmers’ delegations which have visited
Downing Street recently.

Critics say that a certain romanticism about
the British countryside coupled with a media-
feeding frenzy have turned a provincial trage-
dy into a full-blown national emergency. The
personal suffering in this case is nowhere on
the same scale as that of the 6,0000 steel work-
ers who lost their jobs recently or hundreds of
people laid off by a car manufacturing compa-
ny with nobody to record their trauma or lob-
by for them in Downing Street. ‘“Those were
one-day news stories, with no camera- grab-
bing fires to mark the moment. Unpaid mort-
gages and the silent drop from decent pay to a
minimum wage is not telegenic”, argued Ms
Polly Toynbee in The Guardian wondering if a
“mad reporter’s disease” had broken out
among the media, particularly the TV chan-
nels revelling in “live” images of burning car-
casses and weeping farmers.

The picture of a countryside devoured by
foot and mouth is said to be a myth built up by

» Blair rushes back to U.K. »«_

the media fed by an urban romantic notion of
rural England — and the fear of losing it. The
fear that the foot and mouth would deprive
the people of rolling green fields “‘dotted with
ancient trees, sheltering gentle cows flicking
horseflies with their tails” has unleashed an
emotional response which has no relation to
the facts on the ground. The result, as Ms Alice
Miles in The Times wrote, is that “our great,
metropolitan newspapers have turned out to
be riddled with rural opinion... (and) to hear
these voices of rural England speak, we tow-
nies are in danger of losing for ever the joys of
the countryside, the happiness of farmland,
the carefree traipse around the fields and airs
of Suffolk.”

The hard reality, according to analysts, is
that farming accounts for less than one per
cent of the country’s GDP and the total work-
force in agriculture is barely two per cent and
declining. The total farm subsidy last year was
£ 3 billions which is said to be more than the
subsidy for all other industries put together.

While it is acknowledged that there are poor
and struggling farmers, critics say that the sit-
uation is no different from that in the cities
where there are “poor corner shopkeepers
alongside rich supermarkets.”

THE HINDU
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‘Meat disease hit
UK weeks ago " "

London, February 24

BRITAIN SAID Friday a para-
lyzing foot-and-mouth crisis in
its meat industry had possibly
spread to near Scotland and
had been loose for weeks longer
than feared.

Officials are scrambling to
contain the disease, which can
be spread by the wind, on the
wheels of vehicles and on
human clothing, to stop it deci-
mating Britain's livestock
industry and spreading to other
countries in Europe.

Agriculture Minister Nick
Brown announced a seven-day
ban on moving livestock
because a farm in northern
England had been found to be
harboring the disease unno-
ticed for two or three weeks
bhefore it was first revealed at
another location last Tuesday.

“Foot-and-mouth has been
present in the UKfor a longer
period of time than the initial
outbreak in Essex would have
led us to believe,” Brown said.
He said Britain was introduc-
ing a “complete standstill for
the next seven days on move-

ment of livestock in Great
Britain,” covering pigs, cattle,
sheep and goats but not poultry,
horses or milk.

The disease was first found
Tuesday among 28 pigs at a
slaughterhouse in Essex near
London, prompting a world-
wide ban on exports of
Britain’s livestock and animals
products. It plunead the farm-
ing sector into a new wrisis, fis.
as it was emerging from a long
struggle against mad cow dis-
ease. Foot-and-mouth, which is
characterised by the develop-
nient of blisters in the mouths
and on the feet of cloven-hoofed
animals, poses little or no risk
to humans, but can be fatal for
younger cattle, sheep, goats and
nigs,

ft can spread quickly
through livestock populations,
making it difficult for dairy
cows to produce milk and
prompting weight loss in other
animals.

The disease is very painful
for animals, and in some cases

fatal, but experts say it poses lit- ‘

tie risk to humans.
Reuters
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‘Vaz'intervéned 18
times for Indians:

UK foreign o

By NABANITA SIRCAR ?&?\‘

London, March 18: Britain's for-
cign officc minister Keith Vaz,
intervened 18 times to overturn
decisions by the British high com-
mission in India not to allow Indi-
an nationals to enter the UK.

The disclosure came from the
British foreign office in an answer
to a parliamentary question made
by Liberal. Democrat MP David
Rendel. In another revelation, it is
reported that Mr Vaz, since taking
charge of overseeing visas to
Britain in October 1999, has over-
turned imunigration decisions 50
times.

Ministers  have  “extremely
rarely” overturned' decisions by
embassies and high commissions
around the world. Mr Vaz is again
coming under pressure to disclose
details of the cases he has been
involved in and give an explana-
tion ta why he rejected immigra-
tion officials’ advice. British MPs
are demanding to know if the cases
involved individuals who were
Labour donors or Mr Vaz’'s busi-
ness associates.

The fresh allegation is also lead-
ing to claims that there is a conflict
of interest because Mr Vaz's wife
Maria Fernandes is an immigration
lawyer specialising in visa issues.

C€E
d

A\

She has also writtén § book aimed
al - guiding applicanty to obtain
visas to Britain.

This, nevertheless, d
way indicate any impr
duct on her part. WV

Although the foreign office, has,
until now refused to disclose any
details on the grounds of breaching
confidentiality rules but a parlia-
mentary answer confirmed that Mr
Vaz’s involvement in 18 Indian
cases. .

It is also claimed that officials at
the high commission in Mumbai
have expressed concern at Mr
Vaz’'s intervention. The foreign
office denies there’ is anything
improper about Mr Vaz’s overrul-
ings. A spokesman said, “Almost
two million visas are applied for a
year and fewer than 150,000 are
rejected. The fact that the minister
turned down 50 decision means we
are talking a minute percentage.”

However, Tory MP Liam Fox
who was minister for visas in the -
John. Major government said,
“Ministers need exceptional rea-
sons to overturn their (immigration
officers’) decisions and I can only
recall three times this happened

es. in no
er con-

question Robin Cook’s }
in giving him the job
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By Rashmee Z Ahmed
The Times of India News Service

LONDON: For the second time. in

Asian
= minister, can pro-
4 nounce himself
vindicated more
] or less, perhaps
rather more than
; | less.

. A parliamen-
KeithVaz 1y inquiry into
the way Mr Vaz does business and
politics in his Asian-dominated
Leicester East constituency, has
cleared him of all but one charge of
receiving favours in cash and kind
from Asian businessmen. It was al-
leged that he subsequently failed to
declare the payments in the parlia-
mentary register.

The inquiry is published just days
after Mr Vaz was cleared by anoth-
er official investigation into his
links with the Hindujas. It exoner-
ates him of a range of complaints
such as accepting as little as eight
pounds a month from one business-
man, to using a car provided by a
Leicester jeweller during the 1997
election.

But the inquiry, set up more than
a year ago to investigate the allega-
tions, upheld one charge in Mr
Vaz’s dealings with a London solici-
tor Sarosh Zaiwalla, whom he rec-
ommended for an honour without
declaring his business links with

and Privilegeg Committee, said the
matter was now a closed chapter
even though he admitted the in-

i

uiry had been unable to obtain all
the relevant information on all the
mplaints from Mr Vaz.

r Sheldon pointed out the in-
quiry had established that Mr Vaz
“had taken two modest payments
of 200 and 250 pounds from Zai-
walla for a calendar advertisement
but Vaz had told the inquiry about
it when asked.”

Mr Vaz, who has survived in of-
fice after an extraordinarily gru-
elling six weeks in the spotlight of
the Hinduja cash-for-passports row
that claimed one ministerial casual-
ty,said he was delighted with the in-
quiry’s findings. However, he dis-
missed the rationale for setting up
the investigation in the first place as
“too much latitude to the purveyors
of lies and malice”.

But the opposition Conservative
Party says it is dissatisfied with the
disdain with which Mr Vaz dealt
with the inquiry, deciding at one
point to stop cooperating with it.
They question Mr Vaz’s ability to
represent Britain abroad, especially
as minister for Europe.

It is unclear whether Mr Vaz will
challenge the opposition criticism
as a witch-hunt with racist over-
tones. Last month, at the height of
the Hinduja affair, Mr Vaz’s cam-
paign to clear his name received an
unexpected boost when 11 Black
and Asian peers and other leading
coloured people expressed public
support for him. In an open letter to
newspapers, they criticised the bar-
rage of criticism as “an implied slur
on all Asians and Black people i
the UK” and said they “fearedits

into public life”.




Keith Vaz’s difficulties deepen

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 16.1n what looked
ominously like a replay of the mo-
ments before Mr. Peter Mandelson
was forced out of office over the
Hindujas’ case, the pressure today
mounted on the Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, to sack Mr. Keith
Vaz, a junior minister in the For-
eign Office, for ‘obstructing’ a par-
liamentary investigation into his
business affairs.

Mr. Vaz acknowledged the grav-
ity of his situation in a radio in-
terview saying that it would have
been “mortally damaging” if he
had been a Cabinet minister.
Asked if his conduct would not
have been mortally damaging for a
Cabinet Minister, he said: “Well, it
would be but I'm not in the Cabi-
net.”

This was seized by the Opposi-
tion to claim that Mr. Vaz had ad-
mitted wrongdoing and must go.
““He should now get on with it and
resign,” said the shadow foreign

secretary, Mr. Francis Maude, call-
ing his conduct ‘unbecoming’ of a
Minister. A Liberal Democrat
member of the parliamentary
watchdog committee which inves-
tigated Mr. Vaz said he “‘should go
or be removed”.

In a show of temper during an-
other interview, Mr. Vaz threat-
ened to walk out if the
introduction which he thought
was critical of him was not
changed.

His outburst during a BBC’s Ra-
dio 4 interview, though not broad-
cast, was heard by the entire BBC
staff on the internal system bring-
ing him more negative publicity
on a day when the media seemed
determined to chase him out of
the Government — a la Mandel-
son. The Sun which last week an-
nounced that it was backing
Labour for another term called up-
on “‘Tony” — the tabioid’s pre-
ferred mode of addressing the
Prime Minister in its headlines —
to get rid of Mr. Vaz and played up

\
the story of the Minister's
up at the Beebs’'.

re-
leased the correspondence \be-
tween him, his solicitors and\the
chairperson of the committee,
Elizabeth Filkin, showing how he
‘obstructed’ her investigation forc-
ing her to abandon eight of the 18
allegations against him. Ms. Filkin,
in her report earlier this week, de-
scribed it as a “‘particularly unusu-
al case” of non-cooperation from
an MP and said: “The climate of
suspicion and mistrust of motives
which I have encountered in pur-
suing my investigation has added
to my difficulty in obtaining infor-
mation. Thus many of my letters
have not been answered the first
time or else my gquestions have
been so narrowly interpreted as to
require one or more follow-up let-
ters in order to elicit a full reply.”

Though Mr. Vaz was cleared of
most charges, the committee
found him in breach of MPs code
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for not declaring that he had re-
ceived small donations from a law-
yer whom he recommended for an
honour. The most damaging
charge against him however is that
he did not cooperate with Ms. Fil-
kin and effectively sabotaged the
inquiry. Mr. Vaz on Thursday
maintained that he had been
cleared by the committee and was
not guilty of any wrongdoing.

In his first comment since the
controversy erupted he told BBC
Radio, Cambridgeshire, he said: “I
was cleared by the privileges com-
mittee, I was cleared by Ms. Filkin
and no action is to be taken. The
simple reason is that those who
put forward maliciously false com-
plaints have had their evidence
turned over by Ms. Filkin.” He de-
fended his decision to stop an-
swering questions from Ms. Filkin
saying he wanted to bring the in-

quiry to an end to quash allega-
tions that he did not wart'it to be
completed.



/" Blair to hold talks

By Hasan Surcor

LONDON, MARCH 6. The British Prime Minis-
ter Mr. Tony Blair and his Irish counter-
part, Mr. Bertic Ahern are to make yet
another attempt to revive the Northern
Ireland peace process which has gone into
a tailspin after dissident Irish terrorists’

" bomb attack at the BBC’s television centre

in the heart of London on Sunday.

The two teaders will hold a roundtable
conference with the leaders of the three
main pro-peace parties later this week
amid deep pessimism over its outcome as
attitudes on all sides have hardened lately
and any fresh violence as widely feared
could make things even more difficult.

The Prime Minister’s official spokes-
man, Mr. Alastair Campbell said Mr. Blair
believed it was important to get the stalled
pedace process moving.

“The Prime Minister is taking the view
that the peace process is in a difficult state
and the leadership has to be found to try
“to move forward,” he said.

Though the Prime Minister's office said
the talks were planned before Sunday's

VR \
outrage, observers were in 110 doubt that it
would cast a shadow on the bargaining
strategy of the three main parties -— the
Ulster Unionist party, Sinn Fein and
SDLP.

The tocus will be on the three principal
sticking points — arms decommissioning
by IRA, demilitarisation and further police
refortus to make the revamped Royal Ul-
ster Constabulary more widely acceptable.

The pressure on Sinn Fein to get its
armed wing, the IRA, to start the process
of decommissioning is likely to grow as
there is a view that some of the weaponry
being used by the extremist Real IRA could
have come from the IRA’s arms dumps.

In return, the Government is expected
to reiterate its willingness to discuss the
Sinn Fein’s demand for demilitarisation —
a scaling down of British security in the
Republican dominated areas — and police
reforms.

A compromise package already exists
and the effort will be to see how it can be
improved further to make it more accept-
able without diluting its basic premise that

n Ulster again
A o

the process ‘of \arms decopiffissioning
must start with S

contact with the

commissioning body.

n Fein re-éStablishing

Media reports indicated that with a gen-
eral election ahead) the prospect of an ¢

early breakthrough sdemed remote.

“The general perception is that in the |

event of a May general élection only a very

small window of opportunity remains be-

fore electioneering rules out any real pros- |

pect of a far-reaching deal” the
Independent said while The Guardian
hinted at a “formal review"” of the "politi-
cal process’. But it did not elaborate what
such a review would entail.

Meanwhile, the police continued their
hunt for the person who may have planted
the taxi bomb outside the BBC.

They maintained that it was the work of
the Real 1RA and warned against a renew-
ed campaign of violence.

Police vans went round London on
Monday displaying a huge board asking
people to be vigilapt, and motorists in sen-
sitive areas to put with security
checks.

THE HINDU
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_“Queen to lose grip on
Westminster Abbey

- RUTH GLEDHILL
- THE TIMES, LONDON

s Ar‘-

S GSRY

¢

. LONDON, March 6. ~ Westminster Abbey is g
. ing to be removed from the direct control of
. the Queen under proposals outlined yes-
' terday.
A standing commission will be set up
to which the Queen would delegate
her role as ‘visitor’ to the Abbey.

The proposal is part of a review of
the Royal Peculiar ~ Anglican bod-
ies that fall outside Church of Eng-
land control and under the Queen’s
direct jurisdiction.

St George’s Chapel, Windsor, and
the three Chapels Royal at St James's
Palace, Hampton Court and the Tower
of London will also be reformed.

The report, presented to the Queen
through the Lord Chancellor, Lord Ir-
vine of Lairg, says that it is anomalous that
great institutions such as Westminster Abbey
should remain exempt from the same degree of
scrutiny and accountability as cathedrals.

The review, chaired by Professor Averil Camer-

Queen Efizabeth i

on, a historian and warden of Keble College,
Oxford, recommends that the independence of
the Royal Peculiar from the structures of the

Church of England should be preserved.It also

recommends, however, that a standing
commission be set up, to which the
Queen and the Lord Chancellor
would delegate visitorial functions.
Most of the reforms would not re-
quire legislation, merely a Royal
Warrant or letters patent.

In her preface, Prof Cameron ad-
mits that part of the impetus for
review came after a ‘difficult peri-
od’ in the history of Westminster
Abbey. There was widespread nega-
tive publicity after the 1998 sacking of
Dr Neary, the Abbey organist, decorated
by the Queen for his role in the music

at the funéral of Diana, Princess of -

Wales. He appealed dlrectly to the
Queen, who referred that appeal to the Lord |
Chancellor. Although a judicial inquiry exoner- '
ated the Abbey over the sacking, and also
cleared Dr Neary of any dishonesty, hostﬂe
comment continued.
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LONDON BLAST / WARNING OF MORE ATTACKS

/ // |0
A\

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MRRCH 5. Britain was placed on high
security alart today amid fears of more terror-
ist violence\ by Irish Republican dissidents af-
ter Sunday’s bomb explosion at the BBC
television centre in West London which was
widely seen as an attempt to sabotage the
peace process in Northern Ireland.

The Scotland Yard warned of “more attacks
in the coming days” and the head of its anti-
terrorist branch, Mr. Alan Fry said: “We are
dealing with ruthless terrorists who are pre-
pared to use ruthless tactics without any care
for the consequences of their actions.” Down-
ing Street, denouncing the attack as a “cow-
", said there were forces outside the

greement.” The Ulster Unionist chief and the
First Minister of Northern Ireland, Mr. David
Trimble called it an attempt to “destabilise”
the peace process which has been deadlocked
for several months over the Sinn Fein's reluc-
tance to order its armed wing, the Irish Repub-
lican Army (IRA), to put its arms dumps
beyond use.

Though no arrest was made until this morn-
ing, the police were convinced that the Real
IRA — the renegade IRA faction opposed to
the Good Friday Agreement — was behind the
incident and were looking for a tall man with a
Northern Irish accent who bought a red taxi in
which the bomb was planted. The Real IRA
consists of highly motivated men who broke
off from the mainstream IRA after it signed the
Good Friday Agreement in 1998 and in recent
months they have stepped up their violent
campaign in a bid to emerge as the real inher-
itors of the Irish Republican legacy. They are
also recruiting those in the mainstream IRA
who are disillusioned with the peace process
and experts think that the speed with which
the Real IRA has been able to accumulate arms
suggests some form of cooperation with har-
dliners in the mainstream IRA.

The arrest of a mainstream IRA activist last
week while moving around in suspicious cir-
cumstances near an army barracks in Essex
has reinforced this assessment. The police are
looking for an accomplice, again a main-
stream IRA youth released from jail as part of
the Good Friday Agreement. “We don’t exactly

what they were up to. It looks as if it was some
kind of a reconnaissance...preparation for
something”, a police ‘“source” told The
Guardian.

Yesterday’s bomb blast coincides with the
20th anniversary of “martyrdom’” of 10 Re-
publicans who died after a hunger strike and
both the Real IRA and the mainstream group
are keen to claim the legacy of what is regard-
ed as a landmark event in the Republican

struggle.  With the Real IRA growing in
strength, the hardliners in the mainstream IRA
have started asserting themselves and a few
days ago a senior leader declared that the “war
is not over’. “The anniversary (of hunger
strike) is seen by dissident IRA leaders as the
perfect opportunity to emphasise what they
regard as the ‘treachery’ of the decision by the
provisional IRA to support the Good Friday
Agreement and halt its campaign of violence

B

Britain placed on high alert

against British targets,” one commentator
said. The fact that the dissidents were able to
target a high-profile building in the heart of
London was seen as an indication of their
growing confidence and observers said unless
the Government, the Unionists and the Sinn
Fein moved quickly to kickstart the stalled
peace process there was a danger of the initia-
tive slipping from their hands. A compromise
package envisaging the start of arms decom-
missioning by IRA in exchange for reduced
British security in the province and finetuning
of the proposed police reforms is already on
the table and efforts are being made to push it.
“In the end whether or not the peace process
can proceed depends largely on whether Sinn
Fein is willing to risk a split in its ranks by
engaging in some form of decommnissioning,’
The Times commented editg#rdlly echoing a
widespread view.

A youngster walks past New Real lrish Republican Army graffiti on the walls of West
Beifast, Northern Ireland, on Sunday. The dissident Republican terrorist group the
Real IRA is thought to have been responsible for a car bomb attack on the BBC in
London early on Sunday. — AP
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UK terror .
list names
Lashkar,

i BY NABANITA SIRCAR/) %

: Londen, March 1: Five organi-
i sations connected with terrorism
i in India are among the 21 rec-
{ ommended for proscription
: under Britain’s new Terrorism
Y Act, 2000, which came into
¢ effect on February 19.

i The Harkat-ul Mujahideen,
¢ Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, Jaish-e-
{ Mohammed. Babbar Khalsa
i International and International
i Sikh Youth Federation are listed
: in a draft order taid before the
i British Parliament on
i Wednesday by home secretary
i Jack Straw.

¢ The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
i Eelam and Al-Qa’ida are also
¢ included in the list of proscribed
i organisations in Schedule 2 to |
i the act, which earlier had 14 \j
* Trish organisations.

The five organisations affect-
ing India have been raising con-
siderable funds and recruiting
volunteers from Britain for mili-
tant activities. India’s deputy
%t Turn to Page 2

PA 4
Y

& PBritish ban will hamper
ace, says LTTE

# Pakistan’s Harkat rejects
British terrorist label

THE ASIAN AGE
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AGENCIES
LONDON, MARCH 4

ONDONERS woke up on
I Sunday to the chilling news
that the dissident group be-
hind Northern Ireland’s worst
guerrilla bombing atrocity ap-

red to be back on the streets of
fhegEnglish capital. »

Police suspect the Real IRA
guerrilla group was behind a pow-
erful explosion oiitside one of the
main offices of British state broad-
caster BBC in the early hours of
Sunday.

Only one man was slightly in-

jured after police were tipped off

about the threat of a car bomb, giv-
ing the BBC time to evacuate em-
ployees from the building. A bomb
disposal unit was attempting a con-
trolled explosion of the device, hid-
deninataxi,whenitwentoff.

But while major casualties
were avoided, the huge fireball set
off by the explosives and caught
dramatically on film will send a
powerful signal to the public and

politicians alike that threats from

“the Northern Irish conflict has not
gone away.
While the main Irish Republi-

A taxi explodes outside BBC television studios in west London on

Saturday - Reuters

can Army (IRA) has maintained a
ceasefire in its campaign for inde-
pendence for the province follow-
ing a landmark 1998 Good Friday
peace accord with the British-au-
thorities, the Real IRA has not.

The group of breakaway dissi-
dents, which was formed in 1997,
has opposed that ceasefire all
along and police in mainstream
Britain and Northern Ireland have
been bracing themselves for fur-
ther outbreaks of violence.

The Real IRAs name was in-

_delibly seared on the public con-

sciousness in 1998 when it claimed
responsibility for a car bomb attack
that killed 29 civilians in the North-
ern Irish town of Omagh, the trou-
bled province’s worst-ever guer-
rillabombing.

It is since said to have been in-
volved in violent skirmishes wi
the mainstream TRA move

But it has also proveg
on the mainland. :
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Britain burns pigs, cows to

curb foot-a

\/\/\,\\
London, February 25 r\/z\gre Minister Nick Brown said.

BRITAIN PREPARED on Sunday
to burn hundreds of pigs and
cows in a bid to curb an outbreak
of foot-and-mouth disease that
has brought the country’s live-
stock industry to a standstill.

But as the animals were being
slaughtered on Saturday, there
were cautious hopes that the
spread of the disease had been
arrested when no further out-
breaks were reported.

The Government has banned
all transport of livestock
throughout the country in an
attempt to stop the spread of the
highly contagious disease, which
affects pigs, cows, sheep and
goats but is harmless to humans.

“We would expect to be receiv-
ing further reports from farmers
now if it had spread,” Agricul-

“So far there are no further con-

" firmed cases.”

Brown hinted that the latest
outbreak of foot-and-mouth may
prove far smaller than the major
crisis in 1967 which saw the mass
slaughter of nearly half a mil-
lion animals. But he warned that
farmers and veterinary inspec-
tors would have to be vigilant
over the key weekend period.
“We know that events can devel-
op very quickly and that this is
the crucial time,” Brown said.
The first appearance for decades
of the disease has dealt a bitter
blow to the British meat industry,
only just recovering from the
effects of mad cow disease.

At Burnside Farm in north-
east England, thought to be the
source of the latest outbreak,
mechanical diggers constructed

\pd—mouth sprea

huge pyres out of wood and
straw to incinerate pigs and
COWS.

Foot-and-mouth was first iden
tified early in the week among 28
pigs at an abattoir in kssex near
London, prompting a European
ban on exports of British ani
mals, fresh meat and milk.

Many experts believe the cur-
rent outbreak of the disease is
Asian in origin, with the infec- .
tion entering Britain in contami- |
nated meat that was later fed 1o
pigs. The army has suspended .
non-essential military training. |
countryside walkers were told to |
keep away from animals and fox-
hunters up and down the countyry
agreed to suspend their sport. |
One race meeting at Newcastle |
was canceled. Brown urged the |
public not to panic buy meat.

Reuters |
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/(I.K. stands isolated in

By Hasan Suroor

Wi
LONDON, FEB. 18. Britain finds itself completg)
isolated in Europe over its participation in the
U.S.-led airstrikes against Iraq with none of its
European allies happy about the decision and
France openly joining the protest by two other
permanent members of the U.N. Security
Council, Russia and China.

Britain’s enthusiastic backing of the U.S. de-
cision is seen as a total disregard of European
sensitivities and an ‘opportunistic’ attempt to
humour the new White House on the eve of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair’s meeting with
the U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, next
weekend. While it is not likely to have any seri-
ous impact on Anglo-European relations, Lon-
don’s ‘solo’ performance is expected to
heighten Europe's latent distrust of Britain
when it comes to dealing with Washington.

Britain’s ambivalent stand on the U.S. plans
for a nuclear missile defence shield as against
Europe’s opposition to it has already ruffled
European feathers as indeed on the question of
sanctions against Iraq.

Some analysts suggested that after Britain’s
supporting role in the bombing of Baghdad,
Europe could legitimately conclude that if
pressed to choose between U.S. and Europe,

Britain would be inclined t: lgmp for U.S.

There were fears that in its bid\to cultivate the
new administration in Washmgton, Britain
could end up losing the confidence of its Eu-
ropean allies who have strong reservations
about Mr. Bush’s foreign policy and the attack
on Baghdad has reinforced these rgi rvations.
s
r

At home, Mr. Blair came under attack from
within his own party with MPs expressing con-
cern that Britain should allow itself to be seen
pursuing American agenda. The view was that
while Mr. Bush had his own reasons to take on
Mr. Saddam Hussein — basically resuming
where Bush Senior left it — Britain had no obvi-
ous interest in stoking the fire. “Obviously Ge-
orge Bush is getting his own agenda from his
father’s previous failures in Iraq and Blair is
wanting to cement the U.K. relationship with
him. T don’t think that is justified,” said Mr.
John McAllion, a Labour MP, while the Chair-
man of the Labour parliamentary party, Mr.
Clive Soley, felt there was an ““‘uncomfortable
feeling that Saddam and Bush are reliving the
Gulf War”" Mr. Blair however remained defiant
and said Britain was prepared to take the “steps
necessary to protect our forces and to prevent
Saddam from once again wreaking havoc, suf-
fering and death”. /

Strong wirfds delay landin
of space shuttle

CAPE CANAVERAL (FLORIDA), FEB 18. The Natit
Aeronautics and Space Administration (N/
waved off the first landing opportunity for
space shuttle, Atlantis, because of str
winds at the Kennedy Space Centre lanc
site in Florida.

The U.S. space agency was hoping the
knot winds would ease by the time Atla
had completed another 90-minute orbit of
earth. The spacecraft was on the final day o
11- day mission to the international space .
tion.

Mission control told the Atlantis Comma
er, Ken Cockrell, of the decision to delay ;
minutes before he was to fire the shutt
thrusters in a braking manoeuvre that wo
bring the shuttle out of orbit.

The winds were *'staying just above the li
its,” said an astronaut, Scott Altmman, mann
the communications console at the miss
control in Houston. “We are no-go for the «
orbit burn.” The new time for landing was 2
p.m. EST. If Atlantis cannot make it down
Sunday, the weather at both Cape Canave
and the back up landing site in Edwards, C:
fornia, looks bad for Monday. That might ke
the crew in orbit until Tuesday. — Reuters
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_%(eith Vaz faces
wo-'another charge

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, FEB 13. For the Foreign Of-
fice Minister, Mr. Keith Vaz, undpr
enormous pressure to resign for
his role in the Hindujas’ passport
affair, there seems to be no respite
from controversies and the latest
‘revelation’ relates to his wife, Ms.
Maria Fernandez.

She is alleged to have given legal
advice to an Asian restaurant own-
er, Mr. Amin Ali, on arranging
work permits for staff from India at
a time when Mr. Vaz was respon-
sible for overseeing work permits
for Commonwealth citizens.

Though technically he has not
broken any rule, the Opposition
has charged that he is in breach of
the ministerial code of conduct.

A Tory shadow minister, Mr. An-
drew Lansley, has written to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
saying there was a potential con-
flict of interest in Mr. Vaz allowing
his wife to tender advice on a mat-
ter which was his ministerial re-
sponsibility.

He also recalled that Mr. Vaz
had helped Mr. Ali sort out an in-
surance claim with Norwich

in his Foreign Office suite,
ereas Ministers are not sup-
posed to use their offices for pri-
vate meetings.

Over the past several weeks, Mr.
Vaz has faced a host of allegations
relating to his business links and
election campaign donations to
his constituency party fund. Fear-
ing a media ballast, he has put off
his visit to India though officially it
is stated that the visa centres he
was to inspect are not complete.

Meanwhile, Mr. Peter Mandel-
son, who was forced to resign from
the Cabinet for allegedly lobbying
for Mr. Srichand Hinduja's pass-
port application, appeared from
the Hammond inquiry on Mon-
day.

He is reported to have submitted
‘evidence’ intended to clear his
name but details were not known.
Mr. Mandelson maintains that he
was unjustly sacked on the basis of
incomplete evidence and that he is
determined to prove his inno-
cence. Mr. Vaz is also expected to
depose before the inquiry which is
expected to be completed by the
end of this month.
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/St(lp hounding Vaz,
+"Cook tells media -

By Hasan Suroor k’
Hat

LONDON, FEB. 5. After weeks o "
tering over his business finks, par-
ticularly with the Hindujas, the
Foreign Office Minister, Mr. Keith
Vaz, was today defended by the
l'oreign  Secrctary, Mr. Robin
Cook, even as Mr. Peter Mandel-
son — the other player in the
passport affair — returned home
from a foreign holiday, vowing to
clear his name.

In an interview to The Times,
Mr. Cook said Mr. Vaz was being
“hounded” by the right-wing
media for his pro-Europe views
and pointed out that there was no
evidence of wrongdoing against
him.

The media attacks were based
on “innucndoes,” he said, mak-
ing a distinction between his case

and that of Mr. Mandelson, who~_ my.

was forced to resign after he ac-
cepted that he made contradicto-
ry statements while recalling a
telephone conversation with a
Home Office Minister over Mr.
Srichand Hinduja’s passport.

Asking the media to bring the
curtain down on ‘“‘this incessant
hounding” of Mr. Vaz, Mr. Cook
said: “Not a single fact has been
produced which suggests that
Keith has behaved improperly as
a Minister or broken the minis-
terial code.” He urged the media
to leave it to the Hammond in-
quiry to establish facts refating to
the passport controversy.

The inquiry, headed by Sir An-
thony Hammond QC, will exam-
ine the role of Mr. Mandelson and
Mr. Vaz in the row and is expected
to give its report by the end of this
month, though questions have
been raised about its credibility in
view of the fact that Sir Anthony is
a former Home Department offi-
cial.

There is speculation on wheth-
er he would be sufficiently de-
tached while inquiring into the
conduct of his former colicagues
in the Home Office in granting
passports to the two Hinduja
brothers — Srichand and Gopi-
chiand.

In an interview to the BBC Ra-

io, Mr. Cook praised Mr. Vaz's
work as Minister for Europe sayv-
ing he had done an excellent job
and that was why the anti-Europe
press was “out to get him.”

Mr. Vaz also got a Hyeather on
the controversy over three dona-
tions of £ 5,000 cach made to him
in the last elections, which, it was
alleged by The Sunday Telegraph,
never reached the Leicester Fast
Labour party fund. One of donors,
Mr. Charles Riachy, clarified that
he made out the cheque to the
local party unit and not to Mr. Vaz
personally.

He called Mr. Vaz a victim of a
Usimear campaign’ while Mr.
Vaz's agent in the last election
said the donation was put in an-
other account.

‘Resignation not justified’

has caused ripples in Government

circles by declaring that he was
unjustly forced to resign on in- .

complete evidence. A note, leaked

to the media, shows that the ‘
Mike

Home  Minister, Mr.
O’Brien, to whom Mr. Mandelson
made the famous call on behalf of
Mr. Srichand Hinduja, does not
clearly remember the content of
the conversation. This dramat-
ically changes the situation as this
crucial conversation was used to
“hang” Mr. Mandelson.

There is anxiety that a fightback
by Mr. Mandelson, so close to the
elections, could damage the par-

ty, though he emphasised on Sun--

day that he would not do
anything to harm the party. He
was seeking justice, not revenge.
As the furore over the Hindujas'
“networking" continued, a senior
Cambridge University academic
suggested a “hard look” at wheth-
er the university should accept
any more money from the Hindu-
jas who fund the Hinduja Cam-
bridge Trust and the Dharam
Hinduja Institute of Indic Re-
search."We need to take a very
hard look at whether we should
take any more money
from them,” said Dr. Gillian
Livans, formet member of the uny
versity's governing council.
e

Mandelson, meanwhile, |
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RITAIN’S LABOU
Government, in power
for barely four years, is
not new to controversies.
But the Hindujas affair is by far
the most damaging not only
because it has erupted so close
to a general election but for its
impact on the equations within
the party and the Government.

The buzz is now centred on
the implications of Mr. Peter
Mandelson’s departure from the
Government. As one of the
principal architects of New
Labour and a member of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair’s
“kitchen’” cabinet, his exit is seen
even by his critics, who are
legion, as politically devastating
for Mr. Blair. As a former Blair
aide put it, in deciding to remove
him, he has “amputated” and
that begs the question: then why
did he do it?

But first a word about the
Hindujas' affair. The allegation is
that Mr. Srichand Hinduja, who
is being investigated for his
alleged involvement in the Bofors
kickback scandal, was given
British citizenship in 1999 as a
favour for his £1 million
donation to the Millenium Dome
and that Mr. Mandelson who was
then the Minister in-charge of
the Dome lobbied his case with
the Home Office. Another
lobbyist was Mr. Keith Vaz, then
a mere MP, and now the Foreign
Office Minister and under
enormous pressure to resign. Mr.
Mandelson was forced to quit
last month for concealing his
role in facilitating Mr. Hinduja’s
citizenship, and for “lying” that
he did not make a telephone call

Dome to doom

to the then Home Office
Minister, Mr. Mike O’'Brien, in
connection with Mr. Hinduja’s
application. This was Mr.
Hinduja’'s second attempt at
getting British citizenship and its
successful outcome is seen to be
linked to his “networking” with
New Labour.

Barely two days after The
Observer broke the “passports-
for-favours scandal” on January
21, Mr. Mandelson who had by
then become the highly
successful Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland was summoned
to 10. Downing Street and when
he emerged two hours later he
announced to the waiting
reporters that he had decided to
resign; a decision which, he
claimed later, was forced gn him
by a “kangaroo” court. M&
Mandelson has few friends: either
in his own party or in the gnedia
and (he INiual reaction wa§1 one
of smug satisfaction.

X

One of his former aides 3id
Mr. Mandelson had broughy it
upon himself and paid the "price
for hobnobbing with big business
and social climbers. But as
events unfolded, it began to
appear that he had been dcine in
by his own colleagues — arnong
them Mr. Blair's powerful ¢ hief

of staff Mr. Jonathan Powell, the
spokesman, Mr. Alastair
Campbell, the Home Secretary,
Mr. Jack Straw, the Cabinet
Secretary, Sir Richard Wilson,
and the Lord Chancellor Lord
Irvine.

With elections looming, he was
expected to play a decisive role
in devising the campaign strategy
overshadowing such powerful
rivals as the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Mr. Gordon Brown,
and the Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr. John Prescott. There were
also fears that after the elections
he might expect to be rewarded
with a more important portfolio
— and the one he was said to
coveting was Mr. Robin Cook’s
job in the foreign office. Besides,
the euro-sceptics in the
Government were upset over his
strongly pro-Europe views and
wanted him cut down to size. In
a way almost everyone, barring
Mr. Blair, had a motive to wish
him away, and the Hindujas’ row
came as a god-send; something
they would have wished to
invent if it had not happened.

Significantly this is in sharp
contrast to their strong defence
of Mr. Vaz whose links with the
Hindujas go much deeper and
who is at the centre of far more

The ‘Hinduja affair’ is damaging for Labour
not only becau:se it erupted so close to a
general election biit more for its impact on the
equations within the party and the
Government, 1vrites HASAN SUROOR.

serious all®Bations relating to his
business dealings than an
unconfirmed telephone call . Mr.
Campbell, asked by reporters
why Mr. Vaz was not being asked
to resign, snapped that the
media seemed be saying that
“you shouldn’t sack Ministers
where they admitted wrongdoing
but you should sack Ministers
where there is nothing proven’.

In one stroke what the
Hindujas-Mandelson controversy
has done is to hurt New Labour
where it hurts the most. A party
— its architects grandly call it a
“project”, the New Labour
Project — which took pride in
being united, transparent and
above sleaze suddenly finds itself
vulnerable on all these counts
with the high moral ground that
it sought to cccupy vis-a-vis the
Tories slipping away from under
its feet. A new poll has shown
that Labour is now perceived to
be even more sleazy than the
Tories, and as for unity of
purpose a cartoon in The Times
showing leading Labour lights
standing with knives to each
other’s backs.

Meanwhile, skeletons from
Mr. Vaz's cabinet continue to
tumble and even if his
continuance does not affect the
party’s electoral prospects it
certainly reinforces the image of
a party which has begun to stink
of sleaze. Mr. Blair is lucky that
the Leader of the Opposition is
s0 uncharismatic, or he would
have had reason to be seriously
worried in the build-up to the
May elections. Wonder what
politicians in power would do
without the TINA factor.
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7Lockerb|e' still
W many questions"\

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, FEB. 1. Families of the
British victims of the Lockerbie
crash today demanded an inde-
pendent inquiry into the tragedy
saying that many questions had
remained unanswered, even as
the British Government stepped
up pressure on Libya to pay com-
pensation and accept responsib-
ility as set down in the 1992 U.N.
Security  Council  resolution
through which sanctions were im-
posed against Tripoli.

“Libyan leaders need to take ev-
ery opportunity to prove to the in-
ternational community that they
have definitely renounced terror-
ism and they will abide by interna-
tional law,” said the Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Robin Cook, amid
reports that Britain was inclined
to favour lifting of sanctions as
part of its policy of ‘engagement’
with the so-called ‘rogue’ states.
This was said to be in contrast
with the hard stand taken by the
Bush administration.

Relatives of the victims who
have formed a group ‘UK Families
Flight 103’, named after the num-
ber of the ill-fated Pan Am flight,
said that so far the British Govern-
ment had resisted calls for an in-
dependent inquiry on the plea
that it could prejudice the crimi-
nal trial but now that it was over
they would expect the Govern-
ment to accept their demand.

Mr. Cook was non-committal
but did not rule it out completely.
He expressed satisfaction with the
outcome of the trial saying that

“nothing can repair the loss of
those who were murdered that
night or remove the grief of their
relatives but today at last those
relatives know that in a fair trial
justice has been done”.

The families however were not
less certain; and clearly Mr. Jim
Swire, the most public face of the
families’ campaign, was the least
convinced that justice had been
done. Mr. Swire who lost his
young daughter Flora in the crash
was so stressed up yesterday that
he collapsed in the courtroom
when
the verdict was announced. He
said he would continue to press
the demand for a public inquiry
and ‘hold’ the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, to the promise he ap-
parently gave him when he met
him. *'I have done everything in
my power to ensure that she (Flo-
ra) and the other victims are not
forgotten,” he said.

Meanwhile, even as there is
unanimity that the trial has not
answered all the questions satis-
factority — the most important
being: who ordered the Lockerbie
operation and whether there were
other links in the chain — opinion
on the need for another inquiry is
divided. The Guardian supported
the demand saying: ““A public in-
quiry held in Scotland with a wide
mandate and unrestricted access
to records.....would shed some
much-needed light into the dark,
pragmatical alleyways of interna-

tional geo-politics that provide
both Lockerbie’s and its key.'/
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ibyan’s acquittal triggers fury

W) wolb

LONDON, JaN. 31. One of the longest and diplo-
matically most contentious mass murder trials
in British legal history ended today when one
of the two Libyans charged with bombing a
Pan Am flight 12 years ago, killing 270 people,
was found guilty while the other was acquitted
amid scenes of anger, disappointment and
sheer emotional exhaustion.

Abdul Baset Ali-al Megrahi (49), believed to
be a former Libyan intelligence man, was sen-
tenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for his role
in planting a time bomb on the plane which
crashed over Lockerbie, in Scotland, minutes
after it took off from Heathrow in London at 7
p.m. on December 21, 1988. His co-accused,
Al Amin Khalifa Fhimah, was acquitted, and
was free to go home.

The verdict was delivered by three Scottish
judges in the Netherlands where the trial took
place as a measure of political neutrality fol-
lowing Libyan fears that a trial in either Britain
or the U.S. may not be fair. The 82-page judg-
ment awarded life imprisonment to Megrahi
in view of the “horrendous nature of the
crime”, and the judges later pronounced that
given his age, he would be required to serve 20
years.

Megrahi, who has two children and is de-
scribed by his family members as a “gentle-
man’’, would be moved to a prison in
Scotland, and is likely to appeal against the
verdict. His family members, who had indicat-
ed their satisfaction with the way the trial had
gone and were expecting an acquittal, were
hugely disappointed, though Megrahi himself
did not show any overt emotions.

Fhimah, of course, was overjoyed. Those
present at the court said there was a “collec-
tive gasp”’ when the verdict was announced
and one of Britain’s leading campaigners for
the families of the air crash victims, Dr. Jim
Swire, collapsed and was helped out of the
court.

A number of relatives of the victims had
travelled to the Netherlands, while some had
been present throughout the trial which took

By Hasan Suroor

American relaties of victims of the Lockerbie aircrash hug eachother

outside the court at Camp Zeist in the Netherlands on Wednesday after
hearing the verdict of the long-running Lockerbie trial. — AP

place at a former American airbase, Zeist
camp.

Nearly 15,000 witnesses deposed and
180,000 pieces of evidence from 20 countries
were examined during what has been de-
scribed as the longest and costliest trials cost-
ing £ 60 millions. But the judges took only 12
days to reach a verdict.

This morning, only the verdict was an-
nounced at first and the sentence was pro-
nounced later in the afternoon.

The British families said they would de-
mand an independent inquiry as they thought
that the two accused were simply “fall guys”
in what they believe was a state-sponsored act
of terrorism.

At Lockerbie, there was little reaction with
people generally heaving a sigh of relief that a

lingering and tragic saga was finally behind
them.

Not the end: Libya

AP reports from Tripoli:

A senior Libyan official played down the
conviction of Megrahi, saying Wednesday's
verdict was ‘‘not the end of the story or the
end of the world.”

Mr. Al-Siddiq al-Shibani, the senior official,
told state television that he was certain Scot-
tish authorities would ensure the “comfort
and protection” of Megrahi while he pursues
an appeal.

“The verdict against the Libyan citizen does
not mean the end of the story or the end of the
world,” said Mr. Al-Shibani, who is in charge
of legal affairs in the Foreign Ministry. -
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ALabour popularity takes a dip after Hinduja affair

LONDON: An opinion poll conducted in the
, wake of Northern Ireland sec-
retary Peter Mandelson’s res-
ignation over the Hinduja
passport issue has revealed
that the ruling Labour Party is
now seen as more “sleazy”
| than the opposition Tories.
The survey may raise concern
within the leadership as the
party’s image has been dam-
Tony Blai aged by the row over minis-
ters’ roles in the application for British citizen-
ship by Srichand Hinduja, chairman of the Hin-
duja group, who gave one million pounds for the
construction of the Millennium Dome.

Prime Minister Tony Blair on Tuesday sought
to end The affair by asking his cabinet at a pre-
election meeting to put the resignation “media
frenzy” behind them. But a national opinion poll
undertaken for independent television net-
work’s ‘Powerhouse Prosramme’ showed that

the ruling party had been badly hit by its contro-
versial links with the wealthy, dating back to the
row in 1997 over a one million pound donation
from Bernie Ecclestone\%a Formulg-1 raci
boss. -

According to the ‘3311 which was cdnddcted
over the weekend, 49 per cent thought that
Labour had given the impression of being “very
sleazy and disreputable”. In March, 1997, two
months before the last election, only 19 per cent
of voters held that view.

The Conservatives, whose collective image
was so tainted by sleaze allegations in the run-up
to the last election, have improved their standing
significantly. In 1997, 63 per cent thought the
party to be sleazy. That figure has dropped to 47,
two points below Labour.

At Tuesday’s two-and-a-half- hour council of
war, Mr Blair said Labour would have to put for-
ward a strong platform of policies to secure a
second term. He said the party would stand for
investment in better public services and raising

THE TIMES OF INDI2
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living standards. W\Q

/ Meanwhile, a report th the Times said the
Prime Minister must be urged to tighten the
ministerial code of conduct in the wake of the
Hinduja affair. The Neill committee on stan-
dards in public life is to carry out an inquiry into
the hazards thrown up by the government’s links
with business, highlighted by the one million
pound donation from the Hinduja group for the
Millennium Dome.

The select committee on public administra-
tion will call for ministers to keep clearer
records of their contacts with those promoting
outside interests, the report said.

The committee will also call for a permanent
body to be set up at Whitehall, the seat of the
government, to inquire into the claims of mmls~
terial impropriety.

Such a system could have prevented Peter
Mandelson’s precipitate resignation, establish-

ing the facts of his case to its satisf; n before
he was required to act. (PTI) /0




lair, Mandelson
cross swords \/

~
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA L & zf’\ \

LONDON, Jan. 28. — Differences between Prime %ster Mr
Tony Blair and ousted Northern Ireland secretary Mr Peter
Mandelson have surfaced as the passport-for-favour scandal
threatens to plunge the government into chaos months before the
general election.

The Prime Minister’s officials and his former close confidant
traded bitter attacks as the recriminations intensified following
Mr Mandelson’s sacking last week for failing to come clean about
his role in NRI businessman Mr SP Hinduja's passport
application.

Mr Peter Mandelson claimed that he was “forced” to resign from
his Cabinet job on the basis of incomplete evidence and that he
never lied during the passports-for-favours affair,

“A small mistake turned into a monumental disaster”, Mr
Mandelson wrote in The Sunday Times. He is determined to fight
back to reverse that error and the inquiry ordered by Mr Blair : '
would find him innocent, the article said. ‘

Mr Mandelson maintained he still has no recollection of a \
telephone conversation with a home office minister, an alleged -
discussion which was at the heart of his removal from office. He .
said a former civil servant at the Cabinet office spoke to him on |
Friday, saying that a colleague who handled the matter in 1998 -
did not remember Mr Mandelson speaking to the minister, Mr
Mike O’Brien.

Mr Mandelson said he has asked to see Sir Anthony Hammond,
the investigator appointed by Mr Blair to examine the Hinduja -
brothers’ inquiries about a passport application in 1998.

Giving his side of the Downing street meeting that led to him :
leaving the cabinet, Mr Mandelson described the “horrible .
drama” which allowed him “briefly to be persuaded that his
recollection (of what happened when one of the Hinduja brothers
asked him for advice about getting a British passport) was
wrong”.

He was persuaded to resign, Mr Mandelson claimed, on the
basis of a “summary exploration” of the few facts available, which
he would now challenge with his own account from civil service
sources that he believed would exonerate him. ‘

“I am not a liar. I didn’t lie,” he said. Suppogiefrom civil servants -

- casting doubt on the official version of/hts had encouraged

him, The Sunday Times reported.
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ﬁmduja passport costs

MIKE PEACOCK
LONDON, JAN 24 “Q, A

RIME Minister Tony

Blair’s closest political ally

and Britain’s Northern Ire-
land Secretary, Peter Mandelson,
announced his resignation from
the British Government on
Wednesday.

Mandelson was forced to re-
sign from the government after he
became involved in a passport ap-
plication by Srichand Hinduja,
who is now in India for interroga-
tion by the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) in the Bofors
case. This is Mandelson’s second
resignation in three years.

Mandelson is perceived to be
the architect of Blair’s landslide
election victory in 1997. His resig-
nation on Wednesday will be seen
as a heavy blow to Blair as he faces
his next national eleiction, expected
tobe called in May.

“ have said to the ane Min-
| ister that I wish to leave the govern-
" ment, and he has accepted that,”
Mandelson said

outside Prime Minister Tony
Blair’s Downing Street office.
Mandelson insisted he bad
done nothing wrong with the re-
quest by Srichand Hinduja, merely
passing it on to the right depart-
ment. But opponents and the me-
dia said he had proved himself unfit

P P Hinduja quizzed

NEW DELHI: Geneva-based P P
Hinduja was today inferrogated by
the CBI in connection with his al-
leged role in the Bofors payoff
scandal and blocking of transfer of
documents from Swiss authority to
India. CBI spokesman S M Khan
told reporters that his interrogation
would continue by the Special In-
vestigation Group of CBI tomomow.

Prakash Hinduja spent over three
hours in two sessions at the CBl's
headquarters here with the
agency’s investigators, whose
questioning focused on the pay-
ment the Hindujas have admitted to
have received from the Bolors

~omnany

\

for\government.
‘I acted in an entirely proper
way,” he said. “I did not intercede

on behalf of any member of the |

Hinduja family.”

Hinduja, and his brothers
Gopichand and Prakash, are now
in India for questioning in the Bo-
fors kickbacks case.

In 1998, Srichand Hinduja met
Mandelson at a party and asked
about citizenship. He later paid
one million pounds ($1.4 million)
to the Millennium Dome, for
which Mandelson had been re-
sponsible.

British Minister his job.

(

Mandelson denied there was |

any appearance of corruption. “I
don’t accept that claim. An inno-
cent inquiry was made in a two-
minute phone conversation facili-
tated by civil servants and
monitored by them. That is the be-
ginning and end of this story.”

But opponents leapt on the fact "

that in his first version, he had said
the whole affair was handled by his
officials. Only on Tuesday did he
admit he had personally spoken to

———— from the front page

ggunu_uso ON PAGE 2/

‘Hinduja passport costs

UK Minister his job<") "

)

Home Office Minister Mike
O'Brien about the process of pass-
poftrequests.

Srichand Hinduja received

itish citizenship, having previ-
ously been turned down.

Blair’s spokesman said Man-
delson had merely passed inquiries

| ontothe relevant department.

But he was forced to admit that
the governmentsline earlier in the
week — that Mandelson had been
asked to get involved but had not
~——was inaccurate.

Newspapers accused Mandel-
son of failing to tell the truth after

first denymg he personally con-

tacted another minister over ¥he
passport application and then ad-
mitting that he had.

“He must go,” the Daily Ex-

press said in a frontpage headline.

“He fights for political life,” said
The Mirror. “How many more
lies?” asked the Daily Mail.

He quit in 1998 after it was dis-
covered he had borrowed a large
sum from ex-minister and million-
aire Geoffrey Robinson to buy a
house. His department was inves-
txgatmg Robinson’sbusiness affairs

atthe time. Blair b;
withina er

NDIAN EXPRE. _

25 JAN 2m

|
I
]
|
)
I
\
i
|
|
|
|



MWar Crimes Triii:nal
\mﬁmay launch probe

By Hasan Suroor \

LONDON, JAN. 15. As more evidenc
surfaced indicating that the British
Government is not telling the
whole truth in the depleted urani-
um (DU) controversy and pressure
mounted on the Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair, in Parliament to
come out with full facts, the chief
prosecutor of the U.N. War Crimes
Tribunal was reported as saying
the tribunal was not ruling out a
criminal investigation.

Ms. Carla Del Ponte said the tri-
bunal was awaiting the results of
the inquiries which were already
going on and if “sufficient evi-
dence” linking the use of DU with
health risks emerged, “we will be
obliged to investigate.”” She said
“new facts” had come out which
could lead the tribunal to “investi-
gate the issue again.”

Her statement came amid reve-
lations that the British Govern-
ment was warned by its own
nuclear safety advisers in 1991 that
the DU shells used in the Gulf War
posed serious health risks to Brit-
ish troops, and could lead to “po-
litical problems”. The report by
the United Kingdom Atomic Ener-
gy Authority, which can be found
in the library of the House of Com-
mons, warned of “significant” ra-
dioactivity from DU shells and
said: ‘““The problem will not go
away and should be tackled before
it becomes a political problem cre-
ated by the environmental lobby.”

This is the latest in a series of
documents clearly showing that
successive British Governments
were aware of the DU-related
health risks and yet nothing was
{one to stop their use. They were

\ extensively used by NATO troops

in the Balkans.

The Tories, who were in power
during the Gulf War and in the ini-
tial phase of the Balkans oper-
ations, are being asked to admit
their responsibility in what is turn-
ing out to be a conspiracy of si-
lence, according to observers.
“The disclosure that the first warn-
ing... came under the previous
Government may explain why the
Tories have not sought to make
political capital out of the issue”,
The Times commented, taking
note of the Tories’ unusually low
profile over the controversy.

Over the weekend, British news-
papers have carried reports from
Bosnia based on interviews with
ordinary people exposed to DU ra-
dioactivity and are suffering from
its effects. It is said hundreds of
people, who came into contact
with the empty shells left behind
by the troops, are ill with cancer-
related symptoms. Children who
innocently played with the shells
have been the worst affected.

Mr. Shaun Rusling, chairman of
the National Gulf Veterans’ and
Families’ Association, said over
500 “veterans” had died since the
Gulf War and some 5,000 were suf-
fering from various illnesses in-
cluding leukaemia.

The Defence Secretary, Mr. Ge-
off Hoon, however, continued to
stonewall the allegations and
maintained that there was only a
“limited risk” from DU. “There is
no scientific evidence to support
claims that the use of radioactive
material caused illness...”, he said,
adding that if a clear evidence w:
found, the Government would
take “appropriate decision.”
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