“Third party monitors

©" closer to reality

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JULY 26. The
specifics of the G-8 proposal to
deploy third party monitors to ob-
serve the ceasefire, which exists in
theory though not yet in practise,
between Israelis and Palestinians
have not as yet been worked out.
But its likely content is discerni-
ble. Israel says it is willing to ac-
cept third party monitoring in the
form it is likely to take and the Pal-
estinians can claim that they have
achieved a major success if exter-
nal monitors are posted in the ter-
ritories.

Although a final decision has yet
to be announced it seems very
likely that the “third party” mon-
itors to be deployed will consist
essentially, or wholly, of officials
from the U.S. State Department or
the Central Intelligence Agency.
These officials will join a smaller
group of CIA officials who are al-
ready in the Israel/Palestine terri-
tories trying to supervise, or at
least report on, compliance with
the ceasefire by either side. The
terms of the ceasefire were
worked out by the CIA chief, Mr.
George Tenet and both sides had
agreed to the terms. While the de-
gree of violence on a day-to-day
basis has definitely come down
since the ceasefire, the fact that
violent incidents also take place
on a daily basis shows that neither
side is seriously implementing the
agreement. With 10 months of vi-
olence behind them, neither side
is going to acknowledge that the
ceasefire is holding until there is a
complete end to the violence.

Israel had initially opposed the
deployment of external monitors
because, among other objections,
they saw it as an infringement on
their sovereignty. They do not
have the same inhibitions if the
monitoring team is made up sole-
ly of U.S. officials since they repre-
sent Israel’s main ally and since

they are already engaged in the &x°
ercise of moderating between the
two sides. The Palestinians wou
ideally like to have had a Europ
an content in the monitorin
team. But they already have
achieved a political victory with
the U.S. joining the European
Union in recognising the need for
external monitors. Egypt, which
has provided the leadership to the
wider Arab world in its approach
to the conflict, is expected to sup-
port this format.

This victory does provide the
Palestinian Authority President,
Mr. Yasser Arafat with the political
space from within which he can
call for an end to the uprising. The
Palestinians had maintained that
they would stop their attacks only
if two conditions were fulfilled
and external monitoring was only
one of them. They would not stop,
the Palestinians have warned, un-
til there was a complete end to
construction activity in or related
to Jewish settlements in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. The situa-
tion in respect of the second con-
dition is hazy since a part of the
Israeli Government has said that
construction has been stopped
while another part insists that Is-
rael has the right to cater to “nat-
ural growth”. In any case, Mr.
Arafat can point out to his people
that the U.S. administration has
expressed itself in favour of a
complete freeze in construction
once a ceasefire comes into real
effect. The arrangements worked
out by the international commit-
tee headed by the former U.S.
Senator, Mr. George Mitchell also
provides for an end to construc-
tion. Neither side has wholly com-
mitted itself to holding the
ceasefire pending the deployment

of the monitoring arr, <




Fugitive’s arrest

threatens Israeli

nuclear secrets

SAM KILEY & MICHAEL EVANS  ~
THE TIMES, LONDON Q; \’

JERUSALEM/WASHINGTON,
July 25. - Israel is facing the pos-
sibility of embarrassing new
scrutiny of its unconfirmed nu-

‘lear weapons programme after

he arrest of an American arms
lealer in Spain, who has been on
he run for 16 years. He had been
harged with selling 850 Kryton
uuclear triggers to the Israelis.

Richard Smith (71) has been a
tugitive from America since he

jumped $100,000 (£ 68,500)
bail and fled from Los Angeles
before being brought to trial on
30 charges of arms trafficking
and forged documents. He left
with his wife on a yacht.

Smith was arrested in Malaga
= weeks ago. He had been
“wwing in Spain since 1985,

‘ihe US state department de-
ied to comment on the case
bui confirmed that officials
were aware of the arrest. Sour-
ces indicated that it was now
up to the Spanish High Court
to rule whether there was a
case for extraditing Smith to
America. He is expected to be
taken to Madrid while his ex-
tradition is considered.

Israeli officiaic admitted yes-
=vdsy that if he was veturned
4 the USA for trial his case
couid produce embarrassing
disclosures about a nuclear
programme which hae never
poen officially acknowledged.

When Smith was arrested in
May 1985, Israel said that the

Kryton triggers were for the

Y

‘PALESTINIAN DEMAND A GIMMICK'

| ERUSALEM, July 25. — Israel rejected as a “gimmick” today a
1 Palestinian demand that it arrest around 50 Jewish “terrorists”

| on a most-wanted list the Palestinian authority plans to present
 at a US-mediated security meeting.

“This list is a gimmick, part of a propaganda campaign to di-

vert attention from the fact that the Palestinians refuse to act

, against Palestinian terrorists,’

> charged Prime Minister, Mr
Ariel Sharon’s, spokesman Mr Raanan Gissin.
| Violence: A Palestinian was blown up when a volley of Israeli

‘ tank shells slammed into his car in Nablus, West Bank, today.

Salah Darwazeh (36) was a member of the radical Islamic move-

"ment Hamas, which vowed to avenge his death. — AFP

pharmaceutical industry. But
the special microswitches are al-
so a vital part in the mechanism
of exploding an atomic weapon
and are banued for export.

After Smith disappeared, Is-
rael returnea several unused
Kryton switches and claimed
the others had not been used
for nuclear purposes.

Smith, an electronics engi-
neer, ran a business in Los An-
geles which manufactured Kry-
ton microchips and Nasa space
agency was one of his custom-
ers. Between 1980 and 1982 he
is said to have forged docu-
ments which enabled him to ex-
port the chips illegally to Israel.

Israel’s unofficial nuclear weap-
ons programme at the secret un-
derground facility at Demona
waz first divulged by Mordechai
Veariuig, an isvaeli technician, to
The Surday Times in the 1980s.
He wac convicted of treason and
sentenced to life imprisoument
after being lured from London to
Rome by Israeli agents. Vanunu

was held in solitary confinement
until March 1998.

If Smith is extradited to Amer-
ica, there are fears in Israel that
he will expose the network of
sympathetic companies which
have helped the Israeli nuclear
programine over the years.

US Intelligence believes that
Israel has up to 100 nuclear
weapons, some of which are al-
leged to have been made with
nuclear fuel diverted illegally
by Israeli agents in America.

The case of Smith is one of
many which have caused friction
between America and Israel.

Southern Spain’s Malaga police
said: “In 1985 Los Angeles au-
thorities filed an international
warrant for Smith’s arrest and
extradition. So we're complying
with that. The case has been
transferred tc the High Court.”

It was unclear why the Spanish
police had taken action only two
weeks ago, 16 years after the
original extradition request.
Smith was arrested on 10 JulV
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grew up with and at the
' Sheis not prepared to admit

that they were naive. Not
_ yet, she smiles, anyway. The

Barak was willing to give up

. Paying for Israel’s existence

UBY Wolbromsky, a clinical
psycholdgist, drives thrice a
week from his home in the
est Bank settlement of Efrat
to treat patients in Jerusalem 15 km to
the north. Other days, he takes his wife,
Lynda, and five children to see a film,
shop, eat in a restaurant, visit a doctor.
It used to be a pleasant spin through
the hills along a new highway,
bypassing the Palestinian towns of
Bethlehem and Beit Jala, besides the
settler-hostile Deheisheh refugee camp.
But since the Intifada erupted nine
months ago, the drive has lost its
pastoral charm.
Three of the Wolbromskys’ neighbours,
a man and two women, have been shot
dead on the Jerusalem road. A 14-year-
old boy their daughter, Gila, used to
baby-sit for, was bludgeoned to death
while hiking with a schoolfriend. The
family’s own van has been stoned four
times.
That wasn’t what they expected when
they moved to Israel from Canada in
1986 and made their home in Efrat, a
cluster of stone-faced, red-roofed villas.
“It seemed like the best of both worlds,”

explains Lynda, a slim, 43-year-old .

high-tech executive. “It was
suburban in the way we

same time it was in Israel.”

couple deny that the
settlements are illegal or an
obstacle to peace. Former
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud

92 per cent of the occupied
territories, they argue, but
that brought Intifada, not

peace.
Ruby, a chunky, loquacious
47-year-old, admits he’s

worpied when he leaves
horde. .He is tense as he
drives past the Arab village
of el Khader or roadside
cliffs where an assailant
might be lurking, He lowers
his hands on -the steering
wheel so that if a rock comes
through the windscreen the shards
won’t cut them.

“Qur van was hit a month and a half
ago,” he says. “You hear this boom.
Your heart skips a beat. Your whole
body goes into a shock reaction. If it
shatters your windscreen, you're
blinded for a few seconds.”

His wife insists that they try to
maintain a normal family life but
concedes that they don’t move around
as freely as before.

The Efrat settlement in the
West Bank is a cluster of
stone-faced, red-roofed
villas. The idyllic setting

was transformed into a hell

hole with the second

bloody uprising nine
months ago.

ERIC SILVER reports

“If we want to take the kids to
Jerusalem just for fun,” she says, “we
think twice. We try to stuff more into it
when we do go.” Their son Amiad, 13,
travels on an armour-plated bus when
he goes there to play baseball. Lynda
worries what will happen to him in the
city, which suffered two car bombings
in May.

Rima Tmaizi (28), centre in black, mourns with
relatives in front of the body of her 3-month-old son
Diya in the southern West Bank village of Idna, west
of Hebron, on Friday. Three Palestinians, including
the infant, were shot dead. — AP/PTI

Efrat doesn’t feel like a community
under siege. No one has bothered to
mend the settlement’s rusty, broken
barbed-wire fence. Yet the tension is a
constant. The children are reluctant to
talk about it.

Salman Haidar’s column,
WIDE ANGLE,
will resume soon

Amiad brings out his grey baseball
shirt. It has “Kobi” and the number 8
stitched on the sleeve in memory of
Ya'acov (Kobi) Mandell, the murdered
hiker, who played in the same league.
Gila, who used to baby-sit for Kobi,

i

confesses that she feels
“scary” when she hears
people have been killed.
“l was angry with the
people who killed Kobi,
but also angry with the
Arabs in general because
none of them condemned
it.” Ruby doubles as pater
familias

less vibrant now, less
spontaneous, less avail-
able to their spouses and
their kids,” he explains.

“I force myself to party
once in a while, I break
into a dance with Lynda,

1 pick up my kids and

swirl them around. I get
together with friends and
take out a bottle of
whisky.” ‘

and. psychor
logist. “People here are.

Ruby serves on a logal,

team. One  of

bréak the news
o,“‘,u,b\ereaved
families. Ruby
-gpent; a day
W counselling
S = K obi- ik

settlement of
*a child who is
bludgeoned to
death and try-
ing to imagine
what your son
goes through in
the last minute
of his life is
worse than any
hell 1 can ima-
gine,” he says.

Like every
Western immi-
grant, the Wolbromsky
family could pack up and
go back. They could leave
Efrat and move down the
road into Israel proper.

Ruby admits they have
thought about it. “Every
minute, every day,” he
acknowledges, “I worry
whether I'm being a
responsible parent in

“exposing my kids to the

THE STATESEAD

their: jobs is te .

Tekoa. 4Liosing

emergency

olocaust would not have happened
had there been an Israel. There would
have been a place for the Jews and
there would have been one army in the
world that said, “We'll not let this
happen to the Jews.”

Someone, she adds, has to pay the
price for Israel’s existence. “We've
chosen to take responsibility.”

risks of living here.” In the end, they
are toughing it out.

Life, Lynda argues, wasn’'t meant to|
be easy. As the daughter of a mother
who survived the Holocaust, she says
she feels a debt to Israel. The

(The author is The Statesman’s

-

Jerusalem-based correspondent.)



¢ By Kesava Menon H . [

MANAMIA (BAHRAIN), JULY 19. The Arab world will
keenly await the outcome of the G-8 summit
that opens in Genoa tomorrow to see whether
the UM. and the European Union will arrive at
a convergence in their approach to West Asia.
And the decision of the G-8 Foreign Ministers
today to approve the posting of international
monitors to observe the Israel-Palestinian
cease-fire has come as a positive sign to the
Arab world. ’

While the E.U. has taken a balanced and
proactive approach to the confrontation be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians, the U.S. ad-
ministration’s struggle to maintain what it
considers a neutral and non-direct involve-
ment has been seen by the Arab world as a
pro-Israeli approach.

Both the U.S. and the E.U. agree that the
plan, drawn up by the international commit-
tee headed by the former Senator, Mr. George
Mitchell, to end months of violent confronta-
tion between Israel and the Palestinians is the
only game in town. This plan calls for a step-
by-step approach to restore normalcy and has
been supplemented by another plan drafted

with the aid of the CIA chief, Mr. George Ten-
et, that deals with the arrangements for a
cease-fire that must be put in place before the
Mitchell plan becomes operable. The differ-
ence between the U.S. and E.U. approaches
lies in their differing ideas about the kind of
pressure they must apply on the Israelis and
Palestinians and the matters in respect of
which this pressure must be applied.

An essential component of the Mitchell-
Tenet arrangements is that negotiations on
substantive issues can only commence when
there is a reduction in the levels of violence.
Israel has interpreted this to mean that they
need not begin negotiations till the violence
has completely ceased. The Palestinians point
out that it is impossible for any administration
in any country to ensure zero violence and
insist that negotiations must begin once they
are shown to be making 100 per cent effort
even if that does not produce 100 per cent
result. Further, the Palestinians point out that
their people can only be persuaded to give up
their militancy if they can see that they are
going to benefit from negotiations.

While the U.S. administration has tended to
go along with the Palestinian argument that

" Arabs look for U.S.-E.U. convergence on W. Asia

“100 per cent effort” should be the criterion
for compliance with the Mitchell-Tenet ar-
rangement, it has left it to Israel to determine
the levels of Palestinian violence that it can
tolerate. This amounts to an underground
support for the Israeli position that it wants a
100 per cent result”. It is in this context that
the Palestinians are demanding that interna-
tional observers be posted in the Israel-Pai-
estinian territories to monitor the levels of
violence and certify whether the Palestinians
are doing their bit or not. U.S. intelligence and
security officials are involved in the security
talks that have been sporadically held between
the two principals but they have no authority
to certify the levels of Palestinian compliance
with the Mitchell-Tenet arrangements.

So far, the U.S. has resisted the demand for
the posting of international observers. But the
E.U. has supported the proposal. The U.S. and
E.U. are also not in agreement about the stage
or conditions in which Israel and the Palesti-
nian Authority must re-commence negotia-
tions on substantive issues. The Arab world
waits with interest to see whether a conver-
gence will be arrived at during the G-8 sum-
mit.

-



“Fresh Israeli attack in West Bank

sparks widespread violence

Bethlehem, July 18 '\ @
-/

ISRAEL SENT fresh tank and
infantry units into the West
Bank last night after a day that
saw the assassination of Pales-
tinian militants, mortar attacks
and widespread small arms
clashes.

The stage was set for a
vicious upswing in the 10-
month intifada with the killing
of two Hamas activists and two
other men in a missile attack on
a family farm. The Israel army
announced at midnight that it
was reinforcing positions
across the West Bank.

However, a spokesman said
the new forces would not retake
territory under Palestinian con-
trol. Three missiles launched
from helicopters slammed into
a chicken coop on the Saadeh
family farm south of Bethle-
hem, demolishing the shed,
incinerating the birds inside
and strewing feed and feathers
across a swath of vegetable gar-
den and olive grove. The assas-
sinations were the second stage
of Israel’s retaliation for Mon-
day night’s suicide bombing ata
railway station on the main Tel
Aviv-Haifa line.

The attack by the Islamic
Jihad killed a male and a female

soldier. They were the first
Israelis killed inside the Jewish
state since a suicide attack on a
Tel Aviv disco shocked both
sides into reaching a ceasefire
last month, However, even the
very fleeting moments of calm
produced by that ceasefire over
the last month appeared deci-
sively over vyesterday, with
Hamas vowing revenge and
Palestinian militants staging
their first mortar attack in the
West Bank in the uprising.
Until yesterday, Bethlehem
had been one of the few places
in the West Bank where the
ceasefire had taken hold. But
within an hour of the attack,
Palestinian militants fired a
mortar round on the Jewish set-
tlement of Gilo, nestled between
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, in
what appeared immediate
revenge for the assassination.
A second round fell hours
later on a road leading south
from the illegal Jewish settle-
ment. There were no injuries,
but the appearance of mortars,
and on a settlement so close to
Jerusalem, is bound to cause
deep anxiety in Israel. In Beth-
lehem, witnesses said two heli-
copters fired two missiles in
quick succession, followed min-
utes later by a third. The target

W
of the att;ack was Omar Se&odx\h\,

45, and the military commander
of Hamas in the Bethlehem dis-
trict. Another of the dead men,
Taha Oroush, aged 37, was also
a Hamas activist, Israeli mili-
tary officials said. The army
said the two men had been plot-
ting an attack inside Israel, pre-
sumably against the Jewish
Olympics, which opened on
Monday.

However, Abdel Aziz al-
Rantissi, a Hamas official in
Gaza, said the Saadeh family
had gathered to await the
release of a relative from an
Israeli prison when the gun-
ships launched their missiles.
“Hamas will never forget the
blood of its martyrs and when
our civilians are brutally killed
the military wing of Hamas will
never keep silent,” Mr Rantissi.

Saadeh, a spare car parts
dealer, was in the habit of retir-
ing to his chicken coop in the
afternoons, often with family
and friends. Yesterday, he had
apparently invited his brother,
Ishaq Saadeh, aged 51, and a
teacher of conflict studies and
peace resolution at a local
Roman Catholic school, and a

cousin of the two me
Mohammed Saadeh.
The Gua




WEST ASIA / ISRAEL RETALIATES FOR SUICIDE BOMBING

Three killed in pin-point attack tig

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JULY 17. Three, possibly
four, Palestinians are believed to have been
killed in Bethlehem today when a lone Israeli
helicopter fired rockets into a building.

This helicopter gun-ship attack appears to
have been in retaliation to a suicide bombing
last night at the railway station in the town of
Binyamina inside Israel proper in which two
Israeli soldiers, a man and a woman, were
killed. Israel had pounded Palestinian security
posts in the West Bank with tank shells after
last night’s attacks but that was perhaps con-
sidered an insufficient response by the Gov-
ernment.

Two of the men killed today have been iden-
tified as activists of the militant group Hamas.
Israel has let it be known that this was a pin-
point attack and a continuation of its Govern-
ment-approved policy of assassinating Pales-

tinians they hold responsible for planning
military strikes. This policy has come in for
international condemnation but Israel refuses
to abandon it claiming that they have no al-
ternative so long as the Palestinian Authority
refuses to take into custody those who are
known to be involved in planning and carrying
out attacks like the suicide bombings.

The Palestinian Authority had condemned
last night’s bomb attack. The West Bank Pre-
ventive Security chief, Mr. Jibril Rajoub, has
also warned the Palestinians against attacking
targets inside Israel proper. This would only
harm the Palestinian cause, he pointed out.

AP reports:

An Islamic militant group pledged on Tues-
day to carry on with “resistance operations,”
despite what a Palestinian security official
called a firm warning from Mr. Yasser Arafat
that further suicide bombings in Israel could

Police examine the scene at a rall statlon bus stop in the Israell town of Benyamina
where a Palestinian suicide bomber blew himself up on Monday, killing two other
people and wounding at least seven. — Reuters

lead to arrests. The Palestinian leader issued
the warning in a late- night meeting with fac-
tion leaders including representatives of Is-
lamic Jihad and Hamas, the security official
said on condition of anonymity.

“Arafat gave a clear and firm warning for
Islamic Jihad and Hamas that any new oper-
ations in Israel mean that they are pushing us
into doing arrests of their own activists,” the
security official said. Mr. Abdullah Shami, an
Islamic Jihad spokesman in Gaza, said the
meeting had been scheduled even before
Monday’s suicide bombing in Binyamina.

He did not mention any warning from Mr.
Arafat, but said the Palestinian Authority “‘un-
derstands very well the feeling of anger in the
Palestinian street.” “No power in the world
can stop the resistance operations that come
as a reaction to the Israeli aggression. We have
nothing more to lose,” Mr. Shami said. He did
not say if activities would be limited to the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. o

Arresting militants has been a sc:: itive is-
sue, with Israel demanding MF. Arafat jail
those responsible for attacks. Palestinian au-
thorities have been reluctant to do so and Is-
rael has acknowledged assassinating or
kidnapping some suspects in operations in
Palestinian areas. With incidents of violence
escalating, the cease-fire that never took hold
appeared even deeper in jeopardy; each side
charged that the other was responsible for the
violations.

Israel's response to the suicide bombing
came late on Monday, when tanks shelled Pal-
estinian police posts in two West Bank towns,
Jenin and Tulkarem.

In Washington, the State Department issued
a statement calling for restraint by all partie

The Israeli Police Commissioner, Mr. Sifo-
mo Aharonisky, said on Tuesday that police
remain on high alert following Monday’s
bombing. “Unfortunately, the warnings are
just multiplying and not dropping,” he told
Israel’s army radio.

Binyamina is north of the Israeli sea coast
city of Netanya, a frequent target of Palesti-
nian bombers. Netanya is just 15 km from the
West Bank, at Israel’s narrowest point.

Also on Tuesday, the Israeli army reported
Palestinian mortar fire and grenade attacks in
the Gaza Strip during the night. No injuries

were reported. — AP o




¥ Flare-up desplte ‘Arafat-Peres talks

HEBRON (WEST BANK), JULY 16. Israeli takk ro{led
into the Palestinian sector of Hebron edrly
Monday and exchanged heavy fire with
estinian gunmen in the deepest incursiqn
since Israel withdrew from most of the city {
1997.

The Israeli raid was triggered by Palestinian
shooting attacks at Israeli army posts and a
Jewish settlement near Hebron late Sunday. In
the incursion, Israeli tanks wounded nine Pal-
estinians, destroyed four Palestinian police
posts in Hebron and one in a nearby village.

Later on Monday, an Israeli tank and four
military vehicles entered Palestinian territory
on the outskirts of the West Bank town of Tul-
karem and fired three shells at a deserted Pal-
estinian checkpoint, the witnesses said.

The latest exchanges made it increasingly
unlikely that a U.S.-backed truce, declared a
month ago, will take hold. Fighting has been
escalating in recent days.

Tension was especially high ahead of Mon-
day’s opening of the Maccabiah Games, an
Olympic-style event for Jewish athletes.

Two Palestinians were killed in Jerusalem
early Monday while trying to assemble a bomb
near the stadium.

The flareup came despite an upbeat assess-
ment by the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Shi-
mon Peres, after a meeting in Cairo, Egypt, on
Sunday with the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, that the cease-fire could be made to
stick.

“I'm leaving Cairo with the sense that there
is hope,” Mr. Peres said after talking to Mr.
Arafat for more than an hour.

The opening ceremony of the Maccabiah
Games was to be held at the Stadium on Mon-
day evening, in the presence of the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon. More than
1,000 officers will guard athletes and specta-
tors, police said.

The events in and around Hebron began at
about 11 p.m. (2000 GMT) on Sunday when
Palestinian gunmen opened fire on Israeli ar-
my posts and the Jewish settlement of Beit
Haggai from six different locations, said Pal-
estinian witnesses.

The Israeli army said its commanders re-
peatedly asked the Palestinians to cease fire,
and only then launched the raid.

Israeli tanks rumbled into Palestinian-con-
trolled areas of Hebron from three directions.
Tanks destroyed four checkpoints mannea by
Force 17, a security service with special ties to
Mr. Arafat. A fifth checkpoint was razed in the
village of Dura, south of Hebron.

During the Israeli incursion, Palestinians re-
turned heavy fire, and the fighting lasted until
about 4 a.m. (0100 GMT) when the Israelis
withdrew. Israeli forces fired several tank
shells, as well as tank-mounted machine guns.

Nine Palestinians were wounded in the
fighting.

“What happened last night was a very dan-
gerous escalation of violence by the Israeli
government,”’ said Col. Awni Natsche, deputy
commander of the Palestinian police in

Hebron. “It was all against our civilian peo-
ple and this leads us to the conclusion that
Israel believes only in force.” — AP
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" Peres denies plan to
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MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JULY 15. The Palestinian Au-
thority Prdsident, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and the
Israeli For&ign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres,
met in Cairo today after they had held sep-
arate meetings with the Egyptian President,
Mr. Hosni Mubarak. Mr. Peres assured Mr.
Arafat that Israel recognised him as the pre-
mier representative of the Palestinians and
that they had no plans for demolishing his
authority. This meeting does not really re-kin-
dle hopes that a very tenuous cease-fire will
settle more firmly but it was still a very neces-
sary holding operation.

*/' By Kesava Menon

Military observers in the region, who have
access to the Israel Defence Forces have been
talking about the plans that Israel was sup-
posed to have drawn up to strike a devastating
blow to the Palestinian Authority in the event
of another major terrorist strike. These views
have been buttressed by comments appearing
in the Israeli press. The idea of an eminent
devastating Israeli attack got a sort of more
authoritative status when Foreign Relations a
newsletter of the Janes Group of publications
set out some details of Israel's supposed battle
plan. Military observers and Foreign Relations
were more or less in agreement on the matter
of the troop strengths that Israel was supposed
to have ear-marked for the operation.

weaken Arafat

According to the military observers Israel
had apparently earmarked a brigade strength
of paratroopers and an armoured brigade
along with special forces and supporting
troops for the operation. Foreign Relations
said that Israel thought their campaign might
result in as many as 3000 Palestinian casu-
alties and they were themselves prepared to
lose at least a couple of hundred men. The
objective, in the assessment of all, was the de-
struction of the entire superstructure of the
Palestinian Authority. At the end of the exer-
cise Israel envisaged that Mr. Arafat would
once again find himself in exile without any
authority over the Palestinian territories.

It is doubtful whether the US would have
allowed Israel to ever implement such a plan.
The US administration has already begun to
feel the heat of the resentment within the Arab
world. A reversal of the status quo that has
prevailed for the last seven years does not at
all look very likely. However the Israel Govern-
ment, and especially the Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, have repeatedly said that their
patience is running thin. Over the week end
they announced a tightening of the policy on
retaliation against attacks by Palestinian mil-
itants. Their response to further acts of “prov-
ocation’’ Israel, has said would be immediate
scaled according tg.the scale of the provoca-
tion.




Hizbollah claims it

\({ M@ By Kesava Menon 3(“) '\l\

MANAMA~BAHRAIN) JULY 15. The Hizbollah has
added its own twist to the on- going tussle
over a videotape between Israel and the Unit-
ed Nations by claiming that it possesses what

is probably the only tape of the abduction of
three Israeli soldiers.

That is not a matter that concerns India di-
rectly. But what should be of greater concern
to India is the niggardly manner in which Is-
raeli leaders have refuted the irresponsible
and slanderous charges the Israeli media has
levelled against the Indian Army.

Maariv, an Israeli paper with a wide circula-
tion, has taken upon itself the task of malign-
ing the Indian Army. The paper does not have
a website in English and what is known of its
report is culled from the press briefs sent out
by the Israel Government Press Office and the
news agencies.

A Maariv reporter has claimed that he spoke
to an Indian jawan serving with the UNIFIL
(United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon)
and that the jawan told him that he and his
colleagues had observed the abduction of
three Israeli soldiers in south Lebanon last Oc-
tober. If Maariv did have such a conversation,
a report should have appeared soon after the
incident and it would certainly have generated
a greater controversy. There is little to show
that this conversation took place in October
last year. Had it not taken place then, the re-
porter would have gone to India to record the
conversation. Because 2 Madras, the battalion

AN
has onl

serving ?ge UNIFIL then, was rotated
back to Indi§ by December 2000. It would
have made nosense for Maariv to interview a
soldier of 5/9 \Gorkha, which replaced 2 Ma-
dras, to find olit what the men of the other
battalion had observed a year ago (even as-
suming that the reporter had the guts to cross
the international border into Hizbollah-con-
trolled territory). The Maariv report does not
say that its journalist travelled to whichever
part of India 2 Madras is posted in now.

According to the excerpts of the Maariv re-
port made available, the Indian jawan told the
paper that he and his colleagues had observed
the abduction, asked the Hizbollah not to go
through with it and felt sad that they were not
able to prevent it. (How an Israeli reporter for
a Hebrew paper managed such a long con-
versation with an Indian soldier is another
matter.) If this conversation did take place
then there is nothing exceptional in it since
the jawan’s remarks merely bring out the in-
vidious position the UNIFIL finds itself in. Its
contingents can do nothing to prevent any
sort of attacks from either direction.

The peculiarity of the UNIFIL's mandate
precludes the necessity for the Hizbollah to
bribe anyone. Why would they waste the
“thousands of dollars” they are believed to
have given to the UNIFIL men when the latter
could have done nothing to stop them. Here
Maariv very cleverly cites some unidentified
“security-diplomatic source” as the authen-

ticator of its story. Tied up with itgzearlier
claim about a conversation wMian ja-

y-tape of abduction

wan this gives the impression that the soldier
told the reporter that his colleagues had taken
money, women and .alcohol from the Hizbol-
lah.

While such unidentified military men have
been cited liberally by the Israeli media there
have been few attempts by the Israeli lead-
ership to point out how these wild charges
could affect their emerging relationship with
India. The Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon
Peres, was the first to point out that Israel did
not need to make new enemies by making
such wild allegations. The Defence Minister,
Mr. Ben Eliezer, has now joined the act and
said that Israel is not blaming India. What, one
wonders, would be the situation if they were
indeed blaming India. These have been just
about the only comments from the Israeli side
that could amount to a defence of the Indian
Army’s reputation.

Meanwhile, the U.N. has expanded the in-
quiry into the videotape affair to include an
investigation of the bribery charges. Israeli
soldiers and civilians were kidnapped
throughout the two decades and more than
that their army was in occupation of south
Lebanon. It does not appear that the U.N.
thought it fit to look into the performance of
the UNIFIL units responsible in these areas.

PTI reports from Jerusalem:

Hizbollah leader, Sheik Hassan Nasrallah,
on Saturday denied bribing Indian peace-
keepers in Lebanon to carry out abduction of
the Israeli soldiers.
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‘UNin quandary as Israel
presses for kidnap tape

Jerusalem, July 9 \(\\ \6\

THE UN is caught in the middle
of a tug-of-war between Israel
on one side and Lebanon and
the Islamic guerrilla move-
ment, Hizbullah, on the other
over a videotape relating to the
kidnap of three Israeli soldiers
last year.

Israel has demanded an
unedited copy of the video from
the UN, in the hope that it might
find out what happened to its
soldiers, and who within
Hizbullah was responsible. The
fate of the three is uncertain,
though they may still be held
captive.

The tape was filmed by an
Indian contingent of the UN
mission in Lebanon, Unifil, 18
hours after the kidnapping of
the Israeli patrol. It shows a
vehicle with mock UN mark-
ings, apparently used by Hizbul-
1ah to lure the soldiers. Blood-
stains, UN uniforms, forged
number plates and several
Lebanese individuals can also
be seen on the video. The UN
fears that the lives of its neutral
personnel in Lebanon, who
monitor the border with Israel,
could be endangered if Israel
uses the tape to identify Hizbul-

\ ‘Israel should stop threatening Arafat’

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT
Hosni Mubarak warned Israel
on Monday to stop threatening
to get rid of Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, saying the
region’s problems would not
be solved by force.

“It’s very dangerous. They
must stop saying things like
we’ll  kill Arafat, they
can't behave like thugs,”
Mubarak told newsmen near
Alexandria. According to
Israeli newspaper reports,
Israel's domestic security ser-
vice has concluded the Jewish
state would be better off if
Arafat were made to “disap-

pear.” He said international
and Arab communities would
be enraged by such a short-
sighted “crime.”

AFP

lah members responsible for the
kidnapping. Lebanon and
Hizbullah warned the UN this
weekend not to hand it over.

As a compromise, the UN has
offered to provide Israel with an
edited version of the tape in
which the faces of the Lebanese,
who may or may not be Hizbui-
lah guerrillas, would be
obscured. But Israel wants the
whole, uncensored tape.

The three soldiers were kid-
napped near the disputed She-
baa Farms area last October,
shortly after the Palestinian
Intifada began.

The Israeli government is
enraged that for months after-
wards the UN denied that there
was a videotape. The UN insists
that the person making the
denials was unaware of the
tape’s existence. The Guardian
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/iggq, UN to
sign MoU on
oil export
REUTERS ‘X%A Gvo

AR
BAGHDAD, July 8. - I‘;\ is
conducting talks with the Uhi-
ted Nations on signing a memo-
randum that would enable it to
resume oil exports under the
“oil-for-food” programme for an-
other five months, the official
Iraqi News Agency reported.
“Talks are continuing between
the UN and Iraq to sign the oil-
for-food deal,” INA quoted Ira-
q's UN envoy as saying in a
dispatch from New York late
last night.

Ambassador Mohammed Al-
douri is expected to sign the
memerandum of understand-
ing at the beginning of this
week, INA added.

An MOU must be signed to al-
low Iraq to sell oil despite be-
ing under UN sanctions. The
UN security council last Tues-
day had approved a five-month

extension, to 30 November, o
the oil sale programme.
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WEST ASIA / U.S. EFFORTS UNDER STRAIN

/Iasts

JERUSALEM, JULY 2. An Israeli motorist was
killed in a shooting attack and two car bombs
blew up in central Israel on Monday, a day
after three Palestinian militants were killed by
missiles fired from an Israeli helicopter.

The violence was the deadliest since a shaky
U.S.- brokered ceasefire took effect June 13,
raising concern that Washington’s mediation
was collapsing.

The U.N. West Asia envoy, Mr. Terje Larsen,
generally optimistic about peace prospects,
was gloomy. “The events of the last couple of
days show how fragile the ceasefire is, and all
indications are now that it will not hold,” said
Mr. Larsen after meeting the Palestinian lead-
er, Mr. Yasser Arafat. “It's now incredibly im-
portant for all parties concerned to hold
back.” The Israeli motorist was near the Arab
village of Baka al Gharbieh in Israel, very close
to the West Bank, said the army. The victim, a
resident of the northern Israeli community of
Zichron Yaakov, was outside his car when he
was shot,

Even after the truce took effect, Palestinian
gunmen persistently targeted lsraeli motori-
sts. More than two dozen Israelis have been
killed in roadside shootings in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in more than nine months of
Israeli-Palestinian fighting. Attacks on motori-
sts in Israel have been rare.

Earlier on Monday, two car bombs blew up
simultaneously in the working class town of
Yehud in central Israel. The blasts, about 500
meters apart, blew out windows on nearby
parked cars and damaged a building, but no
one was hurt.

- — —

expose frali of truc

Police investigators view one of the two cars which were blown up

«H‘)"q =

in the city of Yehud in central Israel on Monday. — AP

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Pal-
estine, a radical Palestinian group, claimed re-
sponsibility, saying the blasts came in revenge
for Sunday night's helicopter attack.

An Israeli Cabinet Minister, Mr, Matan Vil-
nai, said the explosions would delay the start
of the weeklong test period of the truce.

Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, said the Sunday

7

night killings of the three Palestinians were a
“severe violation of the ceasefire".

Also Monday, the military announced that
the armed forces chief, Lt. Gen. Shaul Mofaz,
cut short his visit to the United States. The
army said Gen. Mofaz had completed his
meetings with U.S. defence officials and gave
no reason for his early return. — AP
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Tsrael pounds Syrlan |

position in Lebanon’

Kfar Shouba (Lebanon), July 1

ISRAELI WARPLANES struck a
Syrian anti-aircraft position in
eastern Lebanon on Sunday, two
days after Hizbollah guerrillas
wounded an Israeli soldier in a
disputed border area.

At least one Lebanese and two
Syrian soldiers were reported
wounded in Sunday’s air raid,
Lebanese military officials said.

The Syrian-backed Hizbollah
responded by firing at Israeli
positions in the disputed Shebaa
Farms, witnesses said, while
Israeli troops shelled the
Lebanese border town of Kfar
Shouba, wounding at least one
person.

The shelling, which also hit
the nearby town of Shebaa,
ended after about an hour, but
Israeli warplanes continued to
circle low over the area and over
other towns in south Lebanon.

Witnesses and Hizbollah said

its flghters had hit an Israeli
adar installation in Shebaa
arms, setting it afire.

Other witnesses said the
Isvaeli aircraft had targeted a
radar site and anti-aircraft guns
near Serain, south of the ancient
Roman town of Baalbek in the
strategic Bekaa Valley, where
Syria has a concentration of
more than 20,000 troops it keeps
in Lebanon.

A Reuters correspondent said
two radar antennae had been
destroyed and the hills on which
they sat were scorched black,
sending acrid plumes of smoke
into the sky. Blackened pieces of
a truck and electrical equipment
were scattered about.

Israeli warplanes were also
circling low over the southern
Lebanese town of Hasbaya and
Rachaya. It was the most serious
Israeli strike on Syrian forces in
Lebanon since April, when Israel
killed at least three Syrian sol-
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diers in a strike on another radar
position after a Hizbollah attack
in Shebaa that killed an Israeli
soldier. The Bekaa is a broad and
fertile valley, which from a Syri-
an viewpoint, is a natural inva-
sion route to Damascus.

In Jerusalem, Israel con-
firmed the attack and described
it as part of its policy of making
Syria pay for the actions of the
Hizbollah fighters it backs. “The
Israeli Government determines
that the criminal activities of the
Hizbollah are taking place with
the knowledge and backing of
Syria,” a statement released by
Israel’s security cabinet said.

Hizbollah, the main force in
driving Israel from south
Lebanon in My last year after a
22-year occupation, called its
counterstrike a defense of
national dignity, and its head
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah said
Israel was storing up trouble for
itself. Reuters
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- rafat, Peres
w2 meet in ‘good

c) atmosphere9')-

LISBON (PORTUGAL), JUNE 30. The
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, and the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, met
overnight and discussed the West
Asia conflict for more than two
hours, opening the way for direct
talks between the two sides, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The two officials met in a “good
atmosphere’ at the Portuguese
Premier’s residence, said an Is-
raeli lawmaker and former diplo-

mat. “There will be a follow-up,”

she added.

However, in separate com-
ments, the two leaders disagreed
on the use of international ob-
servers to monitor a test cease-
fire.
“It was a got)l aeeting,” Mr.
Peres told reporters as he arrived
at an international meeting of So-
cialist political leaders.

Mr. Arafat praised Mr. Peres as
a ‘‘peace partner’’ and said: “We
have to thank him from all our
hearts for his efforts.”

Later, Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres
addressed some 400 delegates at
the 50th anniversary meeting of
the Socialist International organi-
sation.

The Palestinian leader called
for the deployment of foreign
monitors in the conflict areas to
oversee a tentative cease-fire bro-
kered by the CIA Director, Mr. Ge-
orge Tenet.

“We need your voice to send in-
ternational observers, without de-
lay, to the Palestinian territory. I
would like 'to ask why does the
Government of Israel reject the
dispatching of international ob-
servers to consolidate and protect
the cease- fire,” Mr. Arafat said.

The United States and Europe
endorse the use of monitors to try
to keep the fragile truce in effect
— something the Israelis oppose.

In his speech, marked by a
measured tone, Mr. Peres con-
demned terrorism and said secu-
rity was the first step to peace.

“The only ingredient necessary
to get the locomotive of peace on
its way, in our view, is security,
not occupation. You have securi-
ty, you'll have freedom,” he said.
‘A good neighbour is better than
a good gun, and we are looking

for a good neighbour.” — AP /



Jerusalem, May 30

ISRAEL YESTERDAY deepened
its defiance in the face of
international pressure for a
freeze on Jewish settlements in
the West Bank and Gaza and
admitted it was building 700
housing units in the illegal out-
posts.

Housing Minister and former
Soviet dissident, Natan Sharan-
sky, told the Guardian he had
approved tenders for more than
700 houses at Maale Adumim —
by far the largest Jewish settle-
ment in the West Bank, with
more than 23,000 residents — and
Alfei Menashe.

The move gives the lie to assur-
ances by Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, on Sunday, that Israel
accepts a central condition of a
report on the Palestinian upris-
ing by former US senator George
Mitchell, which calls for a freeze
on Jewish settlements.

Sharansky said: “I don’t think
we should give any concession or
prize for terrorist activity and
that is what happens when
we are asked to stop housing pro-
jects.”

In his 32-page report, Mitchell
singled out the 145 Jewish settle-
ments, considered illegal under
international law, as one of the
greatest obstacles to finding an
escape from eight months of
bloodshed.

That point was underlined yes-
terday when two Palestinian sui-
cide bombers struck an Israeli
army Dposition- and gunmen
from both sides launched deadly
attacks, casting a shadow over
US-brokered talks. One man with
explosives strapped to his
body blew himself up at a check-
point in the Gaza Strip, wound-
ing two soldiers but killing only
himself, the Israeli military said.
Soldiers skot dead a second
bomber who threw grenades but
failed to detonate his load of
explosives during his attack near
a cluster of Jewish settlements.

The Palestinians insist that
Israel must accept the Mitchell
report — and freeze settlements
— before a ceasefire.

Sharansky shrugged off
charges that he was jeopardising
peace efforts. Instead, he
argued that the new houses were
approved by the then Labour

]

Israel defies wor
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rime minister, Ehud Barak, last

ecember, and the construction
tdnders were issued on April 5,
well before Mitchell called for a
freeze.

But Peace Now, which cam-
paigns against settlements, says
the move was provocative. “Sha-
ransky was looking for anything
to show he was a settlement
builder, and perhaps anything
to torpedo a settlement freeze,”
said a spokesman, Didi Remez.

Israel maintains it will limit
the expansion of settlements, for
which it has expropriated as
much as 58 percent of Gaza and
the West Bank, to “natural
growth”. “We believe people
in Maale Adumim have the
right to live there,” Sharansky
said.

“We have to take care of current

needs, which means if people
want to improve their
conditions, or buy houses for
their children, they can.”

Peace Now says “natural
growth” is fiction, meant to
encourage migration to the West
Bank and Gaza from
within Israel proper. Although
foundations are being laid for

d on settlement

the 496 new units in Maale
Adumim, work has yet to start at
Alfei Menashe, largely because
private builders complain they
are unable to find any takers.

“You have 9,844 housing units
in the end phases of construc-
tion, or lying vacant,” said
Gilad Ben Nun, who leads
research on settlements for
Peace Now.

“You could freeze construction
now and have enough housing
units for natural growth for the
next four years. What they are
saying about existing demand is
a blatant lie.”

Settler groups argue that they
are entitled to expand without
limits because the Oslo peace
accords deferred discussion on
their fate until a final agreement.
Nearly eight years later, and after
Barak built more than 3,000
houses in Jewish settlements,
Palestinian officials admit they
made a fatal error.

“QOur major mistake was not to
stop the settlements before mov-
ing on any major negotiations,”
said planning minister, Nabil
Shaath.
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MITCHELL COMMISSION REPORT: Israel still refuses to see the light

t Is dronic that it should
require the labours of the
Mitchell Commission to pin-
point a transparent fact, that
the entire Oslo process between
Israelis and Palestinians can be
little more than a charade if the
occupying power sets about
changing the contours of the
occupied territories while it talks

has been happening for the past
eight years and more under both
Labour and Likud dispensations.
The question to ask as relations
between Israelis and Palestinians
reach a new fork is whether there
is the proverbial light at the end of
the tunnel. It is an axiom that
things often get worse before they
get better, and as the second

ritories and the hardline Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon uses
warplanes and invades the sup-
posedly aytonomous Palestinian
territories, have we reached the
boftom?
e detached stance of the US
ush administration is unsustain-
able because the cards are stacked
against Palestinians, thanks to
American geopolitical interests
and the clout of the American
Jewry. Once these interests are
threatened by the level of violence
and the outrage in the Arab world,
Washington has perforce to inter-
vene. President George W. Bush
is coming to recognise this even
as his negotiating tactic will be
different from his predecessor’s.
For all his sins, Ehud Barak
made a valiant attempt at belling
the cat but failed and a divided
Israeli nation that could have
inched towards facing reality
reacted by swinging to the other
extreme. Oslo, flawed as it was,
was built on the principle of land
for peace. In the end, there was lit-
tle land transferred to the Pales-

sive. As Mr Sharon is discovering
yet again, answering stone-throw-

okhav Yair, Israel: The
Mitchell Report opens
another page in the
story of the West Asia
conflict, With its provisions for
a ceasefire, a cooling off period,
confidence-building measures
and an eventual return to the
negotiating table, the Teport
represents a positive contribu-
tion.
Two elements deserve partic-
ular attention. The first is the
requirement that there be a
| complete, unconditional halt to
the violence. This must not be
watered down. The second is
_ that Israel should build no new
séttlements. But neither should
young man, back from his

Army service and starting a
family, be barred from build-
ing a new home alongside his
father’s. It is a matter of degree

“and of common sense, like so
much in life.

Violence is not a matter of
degree. It’s either there or it
isn’t. It has to stop.

For Israelis, the peacemaking
efforts of the last 10 years are
collapsing before our eyes.
When Yasser Arafat rejected
peacemaking at last summer’s
Camp David summit, the left in
Israel understood that Israel’s
desire for peace, and our readi-
ness to consider compromise,
were not sufficient by them-
| selves to achieve an accord.

And the right realised that the
dream of having Jews live

ALKING
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peace. Yet that is precisely what ("6\ %

Intifada rages in the occupied ter--

tinians and peace remained elu- -

The Israelis are
mortgaging their
future the longer

ey shy away from
acing reality and
the more they rely
on their edge in
weapons and
technology to keep

. Palestinians in check

Sharon’s way has blood an

Theve cannot be a vesolution on My Shavon’s terims

ers with warplanes and live
ammunition is not the answer.

Nor is Mr Sharon’s proposal of
shelving the difficult issues the
answer because it would translate
into consolidation and expansion
of the occupation, with Palestini-
ans perennially living under the
threat of curfews and blockades,
their livelihood gone and their
lives in tatters. Oslo had left the
difficult issues till the end and
what happened? The final issues
were never genuinely discussed
under the Oslo framework, dead-
lines of [Israeli withdrawals
slipped and more occupied land
was colonised.

ormer President Bill Clin-
ton’s high-profile interven-
tions highlighted the nature
of the problem. While Oslo could
serve as an umbrella, only Wash-
ington had the power to resolve
the problem. His successor’s
arm’s length approach was, in
effect, a gift to Israel. Tel Aviv
received all the protection and
benefits of the American connec-
tion while it was free to deal with
the Palestinians as it wished.
If peace proved a mirage for the

Israelis under Barak, security is
proving a mirage under Sharon. A
divided nation has yet to find the
answers even as it switches lead-
ers and its American mentor and
protector takes a measure of the
problem. Palestinians are at the
receiving end of much of this
because occupation begets vio-
lence and as curfews and prohibi-
tions blight their lives and liveli-
hood, the young in particular
rebel at their lot while partisans
with other agendas promote their
causes. '

The way out of the impasse was
shown by Mr Barak's failed
attempt, and the US has to be
intensively involved to get the

There must be a
contiguous, viable
Palestinian state.

Bast Jerusalem,
particularly areas

covering the Muslim
holy sites, must
return to
Palestinians.

Settlements on

occupied land must go

parties back to the drawing board.
There is no option but to tackle
the basic issues of occupation, set-
tlements, Jerusalem’s status and
the right of refugees’ return. But
Israel is currently flicting with the
seducers who promise security
even as the situation has been
muddied by the decision of the
Labour leader and present foreign
minister, Shimon Peres, to lend
his support to the Sharon experi-
ment.

How long the present phase in
Israel will be is anyone’s guess
but the Israelis are mortgaging
their future the longer they shy
away from facing reality and the
more they rely on their edge in
weapons and technology to keep
Palestinians in check. Some of the
Isracli conservatives’ scenarios
are so fanciful that their imple-
mentation would bring disaster.
There will be many more years of
blood and tears for Palestinians
and Israelis alike if the Sharon
way of doing things is allowed to
proceed unhindered.

Yet the contours of a fair settle-
ment are now well known and
recognised. There must be a con-
tiguous, viable Palestinian state.

‘Israel should disengage
itself from Palestinians’

throughout all of Judaea and

Samaria is not a realistic politi- |

cal objective. We thus need a

new strategy, not just an accu-

mulation of tactical steps. The
Likud Party’s strategy for the
past generation, with Ariel
Sharon as a chief proponent,
was to establish settlements
everywhere, not only in areas
essential to Israel’s security, in
an effort to clarify to the Pales-
tinians that the longer they
waited to make peace, the
worse the deal they would get.
It hasn’t worked. In fact, it
couldn’t. What Israel ought to
do now is take steps to ensure

i the long-term viability of its

Jewish majority. That requires
a strategy of disengagement
from the Palestinians, even uni-
laterally, if necessary, and a
gradual process of establishing
secure, defensible borders,
demarcated so as to encompass
more than 80 per cent of the

Jewish settlers in several settle- |

ment blocs over about 15 per
cent of Judaea and Samaria,
and to ensure a wide security
zone in the Jordan Valley.

We need to erect appropriate

By EHUD BARAK

As I said to Arafat at
Camp David, our
region’s problems
won’t be solved by a

by leaders with the
skill and the courage
to make painful,
tough and brave
decisions to move
toward peace

descending angel, but !
{ violence, international inter-
! vention and perhaps some kind

: barriers to prevent the entry of

suicide bombers and other
attackers. That process, under
the circumstances, should
begin unilaterally, but we
should keep the door wide open
to the possibility of resuming
negotiations, were a Palestinian .
leadership to demonstrate a
genuine readiness to make
painful decisions. The Pales-
tinians would need to show a
renewed commitment to hon-

and confronting their own rad-
icals.

By keeping the door open to a
renewed dialogue, Israel would
ensure international support
for the struggle against terror-

ism.

Unfortunately, Mr Sharon’s
government is unlikely to pur-
sue so strategic a policy. In the
short term we can anticipate
more and possibly escalating

of interim accord under which
more territory would be hand-

i ed over to the Palestinian
¢ Authority — buying periods of

ouring accords, ending violence :

d tears

East Jerusalem, particularly areas
covering the Muslim holy sites,
must return to Palestinians. Settle-
ments on occupied land must go
because a future Palestinian state
carnot allow another state to exer-
cise sovereignty over pockets on
.its land. Settlements clubbed
around Jerusalem can be given to
Israel in exchange for Israeli land
elsewhere. Israel must concede
the principle of the refugees’ right
of return’ while seeking to limit
and regulate their flow.

s previous colonial powers
Ahave discovered in leaving
their colonies, reconcilia-
tion begins when colonised peo-
ple are treated with dignity. The
Israeli twist is it is not a distant
metropolitan power that can go
dway. Israelis are not merely
occupying Palestinian land but
covet it and must in the end coex-
ist with the colonised. Although
tilted against Palestinians, Oslo
was a recoghnition of this fact..In
retrospect, Israelis found it easy to
use individualist terrorist acts
directed by Palestinians opposed
to Oslo to deny and ultimately
frustrate the basis of the accords.
The Bush administration is
learning the hard way that its own
options are limited. It sounds
good to declare that Americans
cannot be keener to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian problem than
the parties concerned. But the
problem in its present form was
created and defined by US geopo-
litical interests and affinity with
Jews. For the Palestinians, it has
never been a level playing field
and their problems have merely
been accentuated by the end of the
Cold War and the emergence of
Israel’s protector as the sole
superpower. This geopolitical
reality and the Arab states’ own
divisions are responsible for the
present impasse. There cannot be
a resolution of the problem on Mr
Sharon’s terms.

i core issues of the conflict,

i For now, the Bush adminis-

i tration is right to pursue its

i effort to restore calm on the

i basis of the Mitchell Commis-
i sion Report. But it must draw
i up a wider strategy (as I

i believe it will) to fight terror-

: ism, champion the region’s

: only democracy and maintain
i close ties with moderate Arab
i regimes while preparing to

i confront the rogue ones, if nec-
essary. In the end, as I said to
Yasser Arafat more than once
at Camp David, our region’s
problems won’t be solved by a
~descending angel, but by lead-’
ers with the skill and the

i courage to make painful, tough
¢ and brave decisions to move
toward peace.

n spite of all the bitterness
and death of the past few
months, the moment a
Palestinian leadership with
that courage emerges, the
Israeli public will embrace it in
genuine partnership.
The framework will be

! essentially the same as the one

that Mr Arafat rejected last
summer. Every senseless loss
of Israeli and Palestinian life
since then is a consequence of
his failure of vision.

EHUD BARAK was Prime
Minister of Isvael from 1999 to
2001

By arrangement with the

i quiet, but failing to tackle the

New York Times
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JERUSALEM, JUNERY. The. U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Mr. Colin Powell,
wound up a quick peacemaking
! mission with a shaky agreement
* with Israel and the Palestinians to
start down the road to peace after
months of bloody conflict. Mr.
Powell set up a delicate timeline
on Thursday in talks with the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, and the Palestinian lead-
er, Mr. Yasser Arafat
B STRL

“It is a plan, it will work if we
can get the violence ended and so
let that be our strongest wish,”
Mr. Powell said. The timeline
agreement starts with a seven-day
period, demanded by Mr. Sharon,
in which there is to be no vio-
lence. If there is, both Israeli and
U.S. officials said the countdown
to a six-week cooling-off period
and then confidence- building
meastires starts again.

..o

“If there are incidents, the
clock will stop,” the Israeli For-
eign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres,
said. On Friday, he briefed the
King Abdullah of Jordan and was
flying to Paris for a meeting with
Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi
Arabia. In Jordan, Mr. Powell was
met at the airport by King Abdul-
lah. The two men climbed into
the king's two-seater BMW
sportscar, and with Mr. Powell
behind the wheel, drove to the
Barakah palace for their talks. Mr.
Powell returned to the airportasa

passenger in a U.S. Gov, rng:t

limousine.

Prominent columnist,
er Adwan, wrote in the ind¢pend-
ent Al Arab AlYawm new$paper
that the King would repeat Yo Mr.
Powell Jordan’s rejection of
“smart” sanctions against Iraq.
Mr. Adwan wrote it is important
that Mr. Powell understand Jor-

— —

% ., T .
Powell winds up with accord on timeline

dan won't join in any effort that
would damage relations with its
trade partner Iraq.

Some  Jordanian  mosque
preachers lashed out at the U.S. in
Muslim noon prayers in the Jor-
danian capital Amman. A preach-
er told worshippers at one
mosque that Mr. Powell would try
to persuade Arab leaders to ac-
cept the killings of Palestinians at
“the hands of the criminal Jews.”

Mr. Powell's visit to Jordan was
overshadowed by the King allow-
ing a Muslim radical leader to re-
turn home after nearly two years
in exile in Qatar. Newspaper edi-
torials, radio and television
broadcasts focused on the royal
amnesty to Hamas leader, Mr.
Ibrahim Ghosheh.

Mr. Powell endorsed the use of
monitors to try to keep the fragile
truce in effect. On Thursday, an
Israeli woman settler was am-

!
|
|

bushed and slain on the West
Bank.

At a news conference with Mr.
Sharon, Mr. Powell, described the
seven-day period as one ‘‘in
which we will measure the chair-

man’s (Arafat’s) actions.”

The second stage, Mr. Powell
said, would be a six-week cooling-
off period, as recommended by a
commission headed by the for-
mer Senate Majority Leader, Mr.
George Mitchell. This would lead
to so-called confidence-building
measures. Among those proposed
by the commission is a freeze on
construction of Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank and Gaza.

Mr. Sharon reaffirmed his com-
mitment to the Mitchell recom-
mendations and the cease-fire
arrangement. “Israel is commit-
ted o peace”, he said. “We are all
committed to peace.” The U.S.,
under both Presidents Mr. Clin-
ton and Mr. Bush, vetoed propos-
als by the Palestinians in the U.N.
Security Council to send a U.N.-
supervised force to the area.

Mr. Powell said the U.S., was
still opposed to the proposal. But
he said monitors selected by the
two sides could be useful.

Mr. Sharon was sceptical of the
idea. He said when a school bus
was attacked, a monitor was not
needed to confirm the attack. Mr.
Powell made his statement stand-
ing alongside Mr. Arafat at a news
conference in Ramallah on the
West Bank. He said later he had
not discussed it with the Palesti-
nian leader or with Mr. Sharon.
“There was no intention on my
part to surprise the Minister,” he
said. Mr. Powell said what he had
in mind was an arrangement like
the one approved by the Israeli
and the Palestinians to oversee
security measures during an Is-
raeli pullback on the West Bank.

Any arrangement would have
to be decided by the two sides and
nothing would be imposed upon
them from the outside, Mr. Powell
said. In Ramallah, he had said,
“There will be a need for mon-
itors and observers to see what is
happening” to prevent violence.

Those monitors would go to
points of friction between Palesti-
nians and Israelis and serve as go-
between to resolve disputes, Mr.
Powell said. He said he had not
decided on the composition of
such a force. Mr. Arafat said the
force should be drawn from the
U.N., the U.S, the Furopean
Community and others.— AP

~
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/w-%Burns missions)s”
raises peace hop

i By Kesava Menon

| MANAMA (BAHRAIN) MAY 29. Israeli
- and Palestinian security officials
~ were scheduled to meet later this
evening after the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs, Mr. William Burns, shut-
tled back and forth between the
. leaderships of the two sides.
- Hopes that these talks can lead to
+ further steps to de-escalate the sit-
. uation strengthened on the im-
' pression that the Palestinians were

i

| ready to drop their demand for si-

- multaneity. However, the Palesti-
nians have vet to call for a
ceasefire, despite Israeli demands
and U.S. urgings, and the violence
continues.

Though the Palestinian leader-
ship has not ordered its enraged
public to refrain from attacking Is-
raelis, the fact that their security
chiefs are to meet their Israeli
counterparts suggests that the Pal-
estinians could be ready to begin
exercising restraint on the ground.
If there is a definitive abatement of
hostilities, a complete cessation
does not appear on the cards as yet
it would be in fulfibment of the first
stage of the four- stage process
that an international committee
has recommended. The interna-
tional committee headed by the
former U.S. Senator, Mr. George
Mitchell, had recommended that a
cessation of hostilities should be
followed by a cooling off period,
the building of mutual confidence
through a series of measures and
inally the resumption of negotia-
tions on substantive issues.

© Till now the Palestinians were
! demanding that one of the Mitch-
' ell committee’s specific recom-
" mendations that Israel freeze
. construction activitgﬁin Jewish set-
tlements should be tmplemented
at the outset. In the last author-
itative comments on the subject
from the Israeli side, the Defence
' Minister, Mr, Benjamin Ben Eliez-
er, had strongly hinted that all
. construction activity would indeed
be stopped though there might not
' be a formal declaration to this ef-
. fect. This comment, and possibly
i further clarifications brought by
! Mr. Burns, seems to have had its
| effect on the Palestinian side. A se-
' nior Palestinian official was quot-
i ed as saying yesterday that they
 were no longer insistent that the
declaration of a construction
freeze should come simultaneous-
ly with a Palestinian declaration of
a cease-fire.

Both sides have set up commit-
tees to draw up time- tables for the
implementation of the Mitchell
committee recommendations. The
U.S. mediating team will probably
try to reconcile the two different
time tables being drawn. At pre-
sent, the Palestinians appear to
give the impression that they will
be satisfied if the final time table
specifies that the declaration of a
settlement freeze will occur at one
particular stage of the process to
come.

The Israelis have considered the

Aettlement freeze as a confidence
building measure that should be

taken up only if there is a cessation
of hostilities and a cooling off peri-
od prior to that. Accordingly, it
seems that the Palestinians could
agree to a cessation of hostilities
and a cooling off period provided
the time table specifically stipu-
lates that the settlement freeze will
take place at a particular date.

The Palestinians have also been
demanding that Israel implement
all points in agreements arrived at
before the uprising broke out in
September last, specifically a third
Israeli troop re-deployment in the
West Bank. Israel has hinted that
at least the reiteration of the prom-
ise to re-deploy could be made at
an early date. But the Israelis will
surely make the implementation
of the agreement on a troop re-
deployment contingent on the Pal-
estinians fulfilling some measures
that they too have promised. At
this point in time the potential for
both sides to make promises that
will satisfy the other side does ex-
ist. But the whole process of peace
negotiations has been taken
through its tortuous course by bro-
ken promises and on this score the
future looks far from rosy.

Meanwhile, pro-peace elements
in the region would be pleased by
an exclusive report in today’s Haa- |
retz that details how the two sides
had virtually clinched agreement
on the issue of the right to return
in the talks held in Taba in January
this year. According to the report,
Palestinian negotiators had con-
ceded that refugees could be of-
fered a menu of options. These
included settling in the countries
where they have resided since
leaving Palestine in 1948, return-
ing to the territory of the Palesti-
nian Authority (or state to be),
migrating to any other country
that was willing to take them in |
and lastly returning to Israel.

Russia backs plan
By Vladimir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, MAY 29. The visiting Pal-
estinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
has secured Russia’s support for
his plan for a new international
meet to resolve the West Asia im-
passe. ‘

The Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, made it clear after
his talks with the Palestinian lead-
er that Moscow would support
convening an international sum-
mit, modelled on last year's meet-
ing in the Egyptian resort of Sharm
al-Sheikh. Mr. Arafat flew to Mos-
cow early Tuesday for crisis talks
on the escalating violence between
the Israelis and the Palestinians.

“It is quite obvious that we need
to pool the efforts of the interna-
tional community. Russia is ready
to support efforts in this direc-
tion,” Mr. Ivanov told reporters,
describing joint proposals by
Egypt and Jordan and a plan
drawn up by the former U.S. Sen-
ator, Mr. George Mitchell’'s com-
mission as “‘an acceptable basis for
continuing efforts to restore stabil-

.ity and calm in the Middle East.”

-




EORGE Mitchell and Javier Solana

were expansive as they waxed

loquent on television over the

Mitchell Commission report on the

West Asia crisis. Aditi Bhaduri, an expert on

West Asia, has creditably covered the main

points of this report in The Statesman of 15
May.

Ho%vever, there are some covert.issues

concerning the crisis which have not featured

in the. report because these are highly

sensitive and making them public might be

imprudent. It would be worthwhile high-

lighting these for drawing the attention of the

international community towards them with

the hope of extracting a reaction from various

power centres, a reaction that will help defuse

the crisis that claims lives daily. There are

several issues at stake.

First, the Israeli army is seized by a peculiar .
internal problem: it finds itself in a fix, what |
with its high professionalism on the one side |

and its standing as a “people™ ¢ 1y’ on the
other. While there is no equivoc ‘uvi. over this

uniqueness during a regular war, unsavoury |
confrontations arise during peace. The army’s |

junior commanders at company and battalion
level have been ingraineé.,with one
commandment, namely, “Use ygur initiative
to the maximum — you will not be penalised if

you exceed limits but you certainly will be |

punished if you fall short in the execution of
orders.

“The problem gets compounded in the precise
“definition” of these orders during peace-time
soldiering. A standard non-war task for the
army is the protection of Jewish settlements
on the west bank of the River Jordan and as
is well known, the settlement contretemps is
the bane of the two warring sides in West
Asia. Jewish settlers have developed a sing-
ularly antagonistic mindset towards their
Palestinian cohabitors of the West Bank,
aided and abetted by mentors in high places.
A situation has reached today where the
Israeli field commanders in that area have
become more than accommodative of the
wishes of their citizens under pressure from
the top.

A point of no return has reared up whereby
any Israeli commander who disregards his
settler’s, more often than not, unjust demands
against the Palestinian neighbours and wants
to act in an impartial way, may get passed
over for promotion! There has been such
cases. So strong is the nexus between Tel Aviv
and the senior settlers, especially the rabbis,
that career army officers invariably opt to
play safe even if that means going against
military ethics. This underlying current
caused former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak’s exit.

One hopeful method out of this extraordinary
state of affairs is involving the European
Union which is expected to attain superpower
status soon; hence Mr Solana’s inclusion in
the commission is welcome. The EU needs to
impose severe trade sanctions on Israel till
Tel Aviv not only calls a halt to further
building of West Bank settlements but also
demolishes all the partially built structures
there. Russia, t00, could join the EU’s action

-

A Palestinian labourer mixes cement in the West
Bank Jewish settlement of Effrat on Thursday.
Thousands of new homes have beéen approved or are

under construction. — APJPTI

along with the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States.

Second, the locus standi of Jerusalem merits
a pragmatic look. Mr Barak had initiated
bipartite talks with Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat during his tenure wherein
Jerusalem would be treated as purely a holy
place and the Temple Mount/al Haram
shrines would be respected by both sides, to be
used solely for their respective religious
purposes. There would be absolutely no refer-
ence to “ownership” of any kind. The Pales-
tinians should now reconsider this sensible
idea as also select some other place as its
projected capital, Nablus perhaps or
Ramallah.

This would® satisfy Mr Arafat’s ego,
considering he had said: “...the Arab has not
been born who will forsake Jerusalem as
Palestine’s capital ...” Mr Arafat needs to
realise one apparent fact of life ~ he is
gradually getting marginalised.

Third, Israel has become fully self-sufficient
in indigenous weapons for its armed forces.
So, it came as an unpleasant surprise to see
the Israeli air force using American F16

S 7
The Mitchell Commission
should have insisted on a
UN-sponsored Ceasefire
Force to be deployed
in West Asia promptly,
says JK DUTT, suggesting
that the EU and Russia can
threaten sanctions to stop
Israel from expanding
settlements on the
West Bank. Better still,
the Jewish lobby’s
stranglehold on the
US presidency
could be eased

Abdullah of Jordan who, like his father, is
equally levelheaded.

Lebanese representatives, too, have to be
inducted, the tactical relevancy being Israel
having pulled out of Southern Lebanon last
year, which was truly a historical gesture.
This could be a plus point for Mr Sharon in
allaying Arab fears.

Fifth, any incumbent of the White House will
ever have to equate with one powerful local
political group, the Jewish lobby. This lobby
exerts tremendous influence on all of USA’s
West Asian policies, so having them oriented
as to suit the Jews.

The US President has little option but to
acquiesce. The lobby initially exercised only
its financial

Yasser Arafat and Javier Solana, EU's Foreign Policy Reﬁ}estatlve, in the Palestinian President's of
Gaza City last Monday prior to the release of the Mitchell Commission report. — APIPTI * .

should have insisted on a UN-sponrored

Ceasefire Force (CFF), to be dep ed
immediately. This force’s mandate will v./to’
enforce a ceasefire by employing military

intervention and to remain tn situ till a final

solution is found to the crisis.

The CFF should be a corps-sized unit
comprising three army divisions, one each
from India, the EU and the USA plus an
aircraft carrier from, say, the UK under the
overall command of a Lieutenant-General
which India, too, could offer.

The CFF has to be highly mobile, possess an
adequate strength multiplicator capacity and
be ruthless in its mission of literaily barrelling
a ceasefire. A permanent ceasefire can come

about in this fashion.

clout but lately it |
has also waded
into the political
arena, witness
Al Gore’s run-
ning mate, Jo-
seph Lieberman, |
in the last elec-
tion.
To counter the
Jewish lobby,
one or two cor-
responding

lobbies com- f
prising  other
ethnic groups

such as Indian

planes for carrying out strikes on Palestinian
positions, They would generally use their own
Kfir aircraft for such operations. Obviously,
the arms merchants are at work and that, too,
quite successfully because the USA has no
business supplying arms %o Israe). Presum-
ably, the same can be said of Russia’s Kalash-
nikov company which has a flourishing
market with the Arabs.

A freeze on arms merchandising in the region
is necessary, again through sanctions.
Fourth, it is conceivable %at a posgible route
to defusinsg the crlst!ge forGolaan elg%1ies l'lz‘lh the
hands of Syria via the ights. These . I
heights whjilgl are occupied by Israel have to Americans, Chi-
be demilitarised under an express proviso 1¢5¢: Hispanics,
that after Israel vacates, these will not be Africans, Europeans and so on should
used as Arab artillery and mortar observation ildkevnse set up their caucus and pitch in.
posts for firing on Israeli villages in the plains ;rag> Indians are doing extremely will in the
around the Sea of Galilee. A discussion on this Do ~ some of them should enter big league
between former US President Bill Clinton p(())lllltlcstﬁs has happened in Canada.

and the late Syrian President Hafez al Assad 0P the Jewish lobby’s stranglehold can be
had ended in a deadlock. eased, the US presidency will be able to adopt
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon should & MOre equitable approach towards West
restart the discussion now with the broad- 52

minded younger Assad and co-opt young King Last but not least, the Mitchell Commission
»
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Israeli police grah a "Peace Now™ activist during a protest
near Yakir on Tuesday. Israeli peace activists claim the
addition of nine trailer homes on the edge of the

settlement. —

In conclusion, it be-
hoves both the war-
ring sides to pay heed
to the Jewish singer
Dahlia Lavi’s soul-
stirring number of the
| 1970s, Jerusalem, a
song that she com-
i posed after she lost
her husband in the
! Yom Kippur war.
! The first and the last
verses go thus:
Where the cobble-
stone’s wet with the
blood of ages!/Where
the echo of time turns
history’s pages ! Where
APPTI the cry of foes stills the
voice of sages |/ Where Jerusalem is .......
When will tomorrow’s sons, tomorrow’s
daughters/ Have a taste of the bread cast upon
the waters/And put down the sword that
performs the slaughters/ Where Jerusalem’

IS ...

(The author is a retired Lieutgnant-Colonel,
Indian Army.)



WHOSE TRUCE IS IT IN WEST ASIA? ¢V

A ‘COMPLETE CESSATION’ of all potential actm \o if the durability of the latest truce should be

of anti-Jewish violence by the Palestinians is the
latest definitive demand from the Israeli side. In
the opinion of Israel’s ultra-nationalist Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, a demonstrably deci-
sive stoppage of such violence can alone per-
suade him to consider. peace talks of any kind
with the Palestinians. With a U.S.-brokered
truce, effective from June 13, gradually gaining a
notional acceptance by both the prime adver-
saries in West Asia, the present Bush adminis-
tration is beginning to face its first major
diplomatic test as a peace facilitator in that re-
gion which has long been a byword for instabil-
ity. Mr. Sharon, who has met the U.S. President
this week, wants to invoke Israel’s time-tested
strategic friendship with the U.S. to pressure
him to rein in the Palestinian leadership in a
way that could tilt the scales in favour of the
Jewish state even during the current period of a
‘truce’. The U.S. is keen to avoid consigning to
the scrap heap of history a very significant truce
accord which the head of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency has recently helped the Israelis
and the Palestinians to put together. Spearhead-
ing the salvage mission, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, has called upon the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, to make “a
100 per cent effort” to restrain the radicals on
his side in their campaign against the perceived
oppression by the Jewish state. Whether or not
this signals a certain distance between the U.S.
compulsions of neutrality as a peace facilitator
and the Israeli leader’s partisan inclinations,
Gen. Powell’s latest pledge for a “complete en-
gagement” with Mr. Arafat will indicate some
new vigour in Washington'’s diplomatic endeav-
ours over the basic Palestinian issue. Mr. Sha-
ron, on his part, has taken upon himself the task
of engaging the U.S. exhaustively so as to gain its
understanding of his current plans to margin-
alise the Arab hawks on the Palestinian side.

termined by such tactical considerations of |
Istael and the U.S., the reason simply is the
complexity of Mr. Arafat’s task within his Pal-
estinian constituency and on the larger Arab
stage. The fundamental issues dividing the Is-
ra€lis and the Palestinians have remadined un-
changed for long. No new ideas have also been
envisioned by éither of these disputants or even
the U.S. in recent months. Iii a sense, the parties
seem to suffer from a strange fatigue of the soul
and also the mind in their separate and collec-
tive efforts to address the puzzle of Palestinian
statehood. While Mr. Sharon may often seem to
lead or orchestrate Jewish extremism of the an-
ti-Arab kind, Mr. Arafat contends with the haw-
kishness of the Hamas and others who see Israel
as the bastion of evil.

While the larger international opinion re-
mains favourable to the Arab cause concerning
the right of the Palestinians to some form of
negotiated statehood within defined bounda-
ries, Mr. Arafat knows that his diplomatic op-
tions are severely circumscribed by the ongoing
powerplay in West Asia. Despite some recent
signs of a possibly proactive role in West Asia by
post-Soviet Russia, the fact remains that Mos-
cow’s own diminished global status is holding it
back. The Palestinian leaders, who accepted the
overwhelming primacy of America’s diplomatic
role in West Asia in the early 1990s, appear to be
learning the hard way that their best hope is to
sustain the U.S." goodwill in the face of what
they see as an increasingly intransigent Israel.
For the present, the U.S. has set its heart on the
copybook of the Mitchell Commission, which
recently recommended the sequential steps of a
truce, a cool-off period for the implementation
of confidence-building measures and eventually
the ‘final status’ talks on the Palestinians’ politi-

cal futur7fhe truce itself is largely a mirage
still. /
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Powell to talk peace

with ‘divided

Ewen MacAskill
Jerusalem, June 27

oA
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US SECRETARY of State Colin
Powell arrived in the Middle
East on Wednesday to discuss a
US plan for Israeli-Palestinian
peacemaking amid signs of a
rift with Israel over a shaky
American-brokered cease-fire.

Powell stopped first in Alexan-
dria to meet Egypt’s President
Hosni Mubarak. He was due in
Jerusalem late in the day ahead
of talks on Thursday with Israeli
and Palestinian leaders.

Before Powell left Washing-
ton, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and President Bush held
talks at the White House, which
revealed apparent differences
between the two sides. With
Sharon sitting beside him, Bush
told reporters, Israelis and
Palestinians had made progress
in recent days, and were closer
to peace than they had been.

The Israeli leader, however,
flatly refused to take the next
step in the US peace blueprint
— implementing such “confi-
dence-building measures” as a
freeze on Jewish settlement
expansion — until Palestinians
ceased all violence for 10 days.

“I said it very clearly. Israel
will never negotiate under fire,”
Sharon told reporters after the
meeting, his second with Bush
since taking office in March.

Israel’s governing coalition
too had undergone severe strain
on Tuesday when the cabinet
split along Left-Right lines over
a plan to dismantle 15 Jewish
settler outposts on the Palestin-
ian West Bank and in Gaza.

Defence Minister, Binyamin
Ben-Eliezer had said on Monday
that the removal of the outposts
would be achieved by force if nec-
essary. He adi that he had told

the Israeli Army to ensure this
was carried out by next week.

But the announcement back-
fired, provoking a squabble bet-
ween the Labour and Likud cabi-
net members. In a further
embarrassment, Sharon stepped
in to disown Ben-Eliezer’s plan.

The Jewish settlements on the
West Bank and in Gaza, illegal
under international law, are one
of the main causes of friction
between Israel and the Palestine.
The shaky ceasefire, negotiated
by the CIA director, George
Tenet, has been violated repeat-
edly since it came into force two
weeks ago.

Violence continued through-
out the West Bank yesterday.
Israel, retaliating to Palestinian
gunfire, added Hebron to the long
list of Palestinian areas it has
sealed off from the outside world.

While Bush told reporters he

was sending Powell to the

region to “make sure there is a
realistic assessment of what is
going on,” Sharon, however,
cast doubt on Powell’s chance

srael, s

of success. “I don’t know if he
will succeed in achieving a
result because Arafat has sim-
ply decided to continue terroy.
That’s the problem. And if mas-
sive pressure is not brought.
upon him, he won’t stop it,”
Sharon said.

Senior Arafat aide :Ahmed
Abdel-Rahman said the Pales-
tinians “appreciate the objec-
tive and balanced position that
President Bush expressed in his
meeting with Sharon. We con-
sider it a starting point to
enhance security and to start

‘peacemaking,” he said.

Palestinian Information Min-
ister Yasser Abed Rabbo said his
side sought Sharon’s compli-
ance with the peace proposals of
a panel led by former US senator
George Mitchell “as a package.”

Sharon insists each part must
be implemented separately.

Abed Rabbo said Israel must
first implement the work plan
drawn up by truce broker
George Tenet, the US CIA direc-
tor. “In fact Sharon, since the
first day, had refused to start

implementing the work plan of.

Mr Tenet, mainly to set a
timetable for lifting the closure
(blockade) around the Palestin-
ian cities, towns and areas and
there are other measures that
were included in Tenet’s plan.”
For the Palestinians, Abed
Rabbo said, the issue was not
just a timetable for lifting the clo-
sures. “It’s also an international
monitoring and observation
committee...to supervise the
implementation of a timetable
and any future agreement.”
Palgstinian officials plan to
ask Powell to pressurise Israel to
ze construction at Jewish set-
ements within six weeks, before
a complete end to hostilities.

The Guardian and Reuters -

i HINDUST Al ot

"



Russia to block US-British plan on Iraq

Bernie Woodall R% ﬂ\
UNHRQ, June 26

RUSSIA HAS told its key coun-
terparts on the UN Security
Council it would reject a US-
British resolution to revamp
sanctions on Iraq if the measure
were put to a vote, diplomats
said.

“We cannot allow it to pass,”
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov,
said in a weekend letter to the
United States, and presumably
to Britain, France and China
also, the envoys reported.

Ivanov stopped short of using
the word “veto” but council
diplomats said late on Monday it
was clear Moscow was threaten-
ing to kill the measure. Russia,
the US, Britain, Prance and
China are permanent members
of the 15-nation Security Council
with veto power.

“This is not a :egotiating
stance. This is what they plan to
do,” said one council member.

Russia, Irag’s closest ally on
the council, has long opposed the
embargos. Ivanov last week crit-
icised the US-British plan and
said he would probably offer an
alternative, which diplomats
expected at a public meeting on
Iraq, scheduled for late on Tues-
day. Word of Russia’s position
came hours after Secretary of
State Colin Powell visited the
United Nations on Monday to

SADDAM AND PUTIN: FRIENDS IN NEED

speak at a major UN AIDS con-
ference.

He told reporters after his
address that the council might
not meet its self-imposed July 3
deadline for adoption of the
British-drafted resolution on
the plan. .

“We have been unable to res-
olve all the technical issues,” he
said. “If no resolution is arrived
at, we will have to figure out
what to do — how to extend the
current situation and how long.”

Russia has raised objections
to the plan for months, saying
the United Nations should
instead seek ways to move
toward a suspension of the sanc-
tions, imposed when Iraq invad-
ed Kuwait in August 1990.

At issue is a resolution that
seeks to ease restrictions on
civilian goods, retain bans on
military hardware and come to
an agreement on a lengthy list of
“dual use” supplies that can be
used for both military and civil-
ian purposes.

It also aims to stop smuggling,
worth about $ 1 billion a year,
and have the monies paid to a
separate account rather than to
Baghdad directly.

On Monday, Iraq’s ambas-
sador in Moscow, Mozher al-
Douri, said Baghdad would
favour Russian firms do'mg
business in the country in
return for Moscow’s opposmon
to the resolution.

Before the sanctions were

.

imposed in 1990, Russia supplied
Baghdad with military goods
worth up to § 8 billion: to be
repaid with oil. Its only ¢hance to
recoup some of the outstanding
debts is if sanctions are lifted
and Russian firms are allowed to
invest in Iraqi oilfields.

The new resolution would be
part of the oil-for-food plan, an
exception to the sanctions,
which allows Iraq to sell oil to
meet basic demands of ordinary
Iraqis. The plan has expanded
over the years to a large variety
of goods but Iraq’s oil ¥venues
are put in a UN escrowfund out
of which suppliers are paid.

Powell acknowledged the list
of “dual use” goods was in dis-
pute. “Where the difficulty has
arisen is we have been unable to
resolve the various technical
issues with the list. And that has
become quite a problem which
all sides have been working
out,” he said.

Iraq stopped oil flows on June
4 and threatened to stop trade
with its neighbors if the resolu-
tion were adopted.

If the council does not reach
an agreement on changing the
sanctions, it would probably
continue the current oil-for-food
plan. Powell, however, would not
be drawn into a discussion
about how long the program
might be extended.

Reuters



NEW YORK, JUNE 26. Hoping for U.S. suppa{f
stabilising a cease- fire with the Palestinians,
the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
prefaced a meeting with the President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, by setting tough conditions for
resuming peace talks.

Mr. Sharon was to meet Mr. Bush on Tues-
day at the White House, his second visit in
three months. The meeting reflects stepped-
up U.S. involvement in the West Asia conflict,
after an initial period when the Bush adminis-
tration tried to limit the U.S. role. Speaking in
New York on Monday, Mr. Sharon demanded

. a “‘total cessation of violence” by the Palesti-
nians before progressing with a U.S.-backed
plan for restarting peace negotiations. During
a reception in New York for Jewish leaders, he
said he would tell Mr. Bush, “We cannot
change it, and you have to know we will not
change” the demand for an end to all violence.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, has talked of seeking a ‘100 per cent
effort” from the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, to stop nine months of violence, but
Mr. Sharon said he would not become in-
volved in a debate over how much violence is
acceptable. Later, at a banquet hosted by the
American-Israel Friendship League, Mr. Sha-
ron said, “It is not enough that Arafat lower
the flames of violence temporarily. He must

AMERICA - ISRA

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, speaks at the America-lsrael
Friendship League awards dinner in New
York on Monday. — AFP

put out the flames of violence permanently.”
However, in a speech on Monday at the Unit-
ed Nations, Gen. Powell said he was “anxious
to get into the Mitchell plan” after a reduction
in violence, referring to a report by an interna-
tional commission headed by the former U.S.
Senator George Mitchell that set out a process
for restarting peace negotiations, beginning
with a cease-fire, progressing through),&)ol—

" Sharon sets tough terms for talks g

ing-off period, confidence- building measures
and finally, negotiations.

One of the confidence-building measures is
a complete halt to construction in Jewish set-
tlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr.
Sharon opposes the construction halt, though
he has accepted the Mitchell proposal, and
some analysts say he wants to draw out the
earlier phases as much as possible to-post-
pone a confrontation over the settlements.

Mr. Sharon'’s second invitation to the Whitc
House, while Mr. Arafat has yet to see Mr
Bush, is seen as U.S. support for the Israel
position in general. However, American Jew
ish leaders and some diplomats, requesting
anonymity, did not believe that Mr. Sharor
would be able to persuade Mr. Bush and Gen
Powell to back his zero-violence condition.

Gen. Powell is to leave for West Asia hours
after Mr. Sharon meets Mr. Bush. Gen. Powell
has said that his goal is to shore up the shaky
cease-fire negotiated two weeks ago by the
CIA Director, Mr. George Tenet.

The Palestinians charged that Israel violated
terms of the Tenet plan by killing a Palestinian
militant on Sunday. Mr. Osama Jawabri (28), a
leader of Mr. Arafat’s Fatah group in the West

Bank city of Nablus, died when a pubilic tel
phone he was using exploded. — AP/?/
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TURKEY’S UNENDING CRISIS vV

CAUGHT IN THE battle between a military top
brass that zealously guards its self-proclaimed
role as protector of democracy and an Islamic
political group with an extremist agenda, Turkey
appears set to slip deeper into crisis. Already
facing its worst economic turmoil, with the cur-
rency plunging and loss of thousands of jobs
since the start of the year, the country’s shaky
political system has just suffered a major jolt.
The constitutional court, Turkey's highest whose
rulings cannot be challenged, has banned the
main Opposition party, the religious-oriented
Virtue Group, on the ground that it was a focal
point for pro-Islamic and anti-secular activity.
The court has ruled that Virtue violated a law
that prohibits religious activities which could
undermine the secular polity. Two leading mem-
bers of the party were expelled from Parliament,
including one woman member who caused a stir
two years ago when she was denied permission
to take the oath of office for refusing to remove
her headscarf, considered a symbol of Islamic
piety. Because of its religious connotation, the
wearing of scarfs by civil servants and students is
banned by law. The court ruling has the poten-
tial to cause political chaos.

The banned party has 102 members in the
500-member Parliament and on their next step
depends the fate of the shaky coalition Govern-
ment of Turkey's left-wing Prime Minister, Mr.
Bulent Ecevit. If the balance that is holding the
coalition together is upset, the resulting political
instability could undermine the effort to pull the
country out of the economic rut. The political-
economic link is similar to most other devel-
oping countries which have launched on diffi-
cult structural reform programmes. Without
political support, Mr. Ecevit will find it impos-
sible to push through belt-tightening pro-
grammes that are often unpopular. Virtue is the

fourth religious-oriented party to have been
banned since the Islamic movement was found-
ed more than 30 years ago. The first and only
Islamic Government was dismissed in 1997 fol-
lowing a campaign sponsored by the military
which charged that Welfare, the party in power,
was attempting to introduce religious rule. The
then Prime Minister, Mr. Necmetin Erbakan,
was barred from politics for life. Virtue, which
has now been banned, sprang from the ashes of
the Welfare Party and will most certainly be born

in another manifestation of political Islagr\so

The court ruling in favour of secularists\is
the latest act in a long-drawn battle between the
two sides. In a strange twist to the rule else-
where, the armed forces in Turkey have taken on
the mantle of protecting democracy from reli-
gious extremists. But Ataturk’s country, which
for most of the second half of the last century
was ruled by pro-U.S. military dictatorships,
finds the road to democracy strewn with many
unforeseeable obstacles. The democracy wave
that swept parts of Europe as the Cold War
wound down witnessed the return of the military
to the barracks. And democratic elections re-
vealed surprisingly sizeable support for strident-
ly Islamist political groups, to the acute
discomfort of the military and its long-time
backers in the West. Turkey's long and in some
measure unique battle will continue as long as
the powerful military continues to meddle and
refuses to allow politics to seek its own solution.
This is clear from the experience of countries
such as Algeria. In the main, of course, Turkey’s
problem arises from its existentialist dilemma.
Two factors govern this. The first is its strategic
geographic location, as the gateway from Asia t
Europe, and the second is an eagerness to s
the Asian tag and join the European club.

Y
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HERE HAS been a sharp

drop in the levels of vio-

lence between Israelis

and Palestinians ever
since both sides accepted the “Se-
curity Implementation Work
Plan” that was brokered by the
CIA chief, Mr. George Tenet, on
June 13. Neither side has mentaily
discarded its maximalist position
and stray incidents of violence
have occurred since the agree-
ment was forged. But if this ten-
uous peace holds the next week
should see the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, push the
West Asian antagonists to the next
phase of the renewed effort at co-
existence.

Mr. Tenet really got down to
work after each side had unilater-
ally declared a ceasefire. The Is-
raeli declaration came soon after
the international committee
headed by the former U.S. Sen-
ator, Mr. George Mitchell, sub-
mitted its report. A ceasefire was
the primary demand that the
Mitchell committee had demand-
ed of both sides. The Palestinian
Authority President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, had a valid reason for not
reciprocating immediately — he
wanted a freeze on construction
activity in Jewish settlements to
be imposed concurrently — but
his delay carried a political cost. A
suicide bomb attack in Tel Aviv
which killed 22 [sraelis occurred
between the submission of the
Mitchell report and Mr. Arafat’s
ceasefire call. The balance of in-
ternational opinion had tilted in
Israel's favour by the time Mr.
Arafat issued his call. When Mr.
Arafat did order his people to de-
sist from attacking (or as they
would say counter-attacking) Is-
raelis it appeared that he did so
under international pressure.

The Palestinians would consid-
er it unfair that the Tel Aviv bomb
incident should be viewed in iso-
lation from the cycle of violence
that has rocked the territory for
the past nine months. But its oc-
currence after the submission of
the Mitchell report, which was
widely viewed as the last chance
for a peace between the two sides,
made it a singularly different
event. It was also the sort of event
that seemed set to provoke (and
possibly justify) the massive ac-
tion that Israel has threatened for
a long time. So when Mr. Arafat
did order the ceasefire it ap-
peared as if he had done so out of
fear. In retrospect, Mr. Arafat
might have actually welcomed
such an Israeli strike since it
would have tilted international
opinion back in his favour again
and perhaps have led to the fulfil-
ment of the Palestinian demand
for the posting of an international
observer force in the territories.
But U.S. and European leaders

Since the deal brokered between the Israelis
and the Palestinians by the CIA chief,
Mr. George Tenet, there has been a drop in
the violence. But, says Kesava Menon, there
are few guarantees that it will last.

persuaded Mr. Arafat not to run
the risk.With both sides declaring
ceasefire, the first phase of the
four-phase plan for normalisation
recommended by the Mitchell
committee was started. The com-
mittee had recommended that af-
ter a ceasefire the two sides
should observe a cooling-off peri-
od, undertake confidence-build-
ing measures and then finally
resume negotiations on substan-
tive issues. This last phase is not
likely to arrive any time soon even
if the two intermediate stages are
somehow implemented. When
considered in detail the Tenet
plan basically tries to tackle the
intermediate phases.

Under the Tenet plan, Israel
had to revoke its pro-active policy
of intruding into Palestinian terri-
tory to interdict militants before
they carried out any action. (Since
it would have been very difficult
to pinpoint what sort of move-
ment on the Palestinian side
amounted to a threatened strike
this policy left a lot of leeway to
junior level troops and the poten-
tial for misguided action was im-
mense). Israel’s Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon, had announced

a revocation of the pro-active pol-
icy along with his ceasefire order
and the Tenet agreement sought
to cement this position.

Israel was also asked, under the
Tenet plan, to ease its strangle-
hold on Palestinian towns and vil-
lages, to open the international
crossing points into Palestinian
territory and allow freer move-
ment of Palestinian civilians.
Once the situation had begun to
settle down Israel was to re-de-
ploy its troops, especially its ar-
mour, to the positions they were
in before the Palestinian uprising
started in late September last
year. Israel was also to clear some
outposts that Jewish settlers had
set up on hillsides in the West
Bank. Somewhere down the line
Israel was to finally announce a
freeze on all construction activity
in the settlements. This freeze on
construction activity is the major
demand of the Palestinians and a
cessation of the current hostility
will only occur when such a freeze
is put into effect.

For its part, the Palestinian Au-
thority was asked to order the
personnel of its myriad security
forces to desist from attacking Is-

7/

raelis. They were also asked to in--
terdict - militants from the
“national and religious forces”
who were trying to launch attacks
(including suicide bomb attacks)
inside Israel or against the set-
tlers. The Palestinians were also
to wind up the hostile propagan-
da or incitement against Israel in
their media. Palestinian security
officials were to work with their
Israeli counterparts to ensure that
not just armed attacks but hostile
demonstrations too were con-
tained. U.S. officials were to be
represented on a joint committee
that would supervise these ar-
rangements. For all its good in-
tentions, the Tenet plan left
ambiguities that both sides were
happy to exploit. Israel was de-
manding impossible standards of
compliance from the Palestinians
when they said they would make
no move on the settlement freeze
unless all acts of violence were
ended. On their side, the Palesti-
nians were demanding a com-
plete freeze on construction
activity in the settlements even
before the ceasefire had begun to
take hold. Meanwhile, extremists
on both sides had declared their
opposition to the implementation
of the Tenet plan and over the last
week there have been reports that
Jewish West Bank settlers, like
their counterparts among Palesti-
nian extremists, were launching
attacks on civilians on the other
side. By the weekend, the cease-
fire was just about holding but
there were few guarantees that it
would last.

A Palestinian woman walks past an Israeli tank In the

West Bank town of Hebron...' Uneasy co-éxistence.
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as U.S. envoy meets Arafat

. West Asia ceasefire looks shaky
W
A\

RAMALLAH (WEST NK), JUNE 23.
The U.S. West Asia envoy, Mr.
William Burns, held talks with the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser

Arafat today on a truce that
showed signs of unravelling after
two Israeli soldiers were killed in a
suicide bombing.

The militant Islamic group Ha-
mas, which claimed the attack,
pledged to carry out more bomb-

The Palestinian Authority President, Mr. Yasser Arafat (right), shakes hands with the

ings during a mock funeral for su-
icide bomber Ismail Bashir
al-Massoubi, 27, in the Gaza strip.

In the southern Gaza strip, doz-
ens of families sifted through the
rubble of homes destroyed by ar-
moured

Israeli bulldozers in a pre-dawn
raid near the border with Egypt
and the Jewish settlement of Net-
zarim.

At least 18 homes were de-
stroyed and 19 families made
homeless in the raid which the Is-
raeli army said it carried out for
“security reasons’’ after a spate of
grenade attacks against Israeli
soldiers in recent days.

“It’s obvious there can be no
military solution to this prob-
lem,”” Mr. Burns told reporters af-
ter his talks with Mr. Arafat in

European Union’s foreign policy chief, Mr. Javier Solana, as the E.U. West Asia peace
envoy, Mr.Migel Angel Moratinos {centre) smiles, at the end of their meeting in the
West Bank town of Ramallah on Friday. Top dipiomats of the E.U. and the United
States are engaged in a race against time to stop the fragile ceasefire between the
Israelis and the Palestinians from collapsing completely. — AFP

Ramallah, in the West Bank.

“It's only through a political
process that security can be re-
established and also a return to a
normal life for Palestinians living
under very difficult circumstanc-
es. "'l also stressed the impor-
tance  that the  American
administration attaches to both
sides fulfilling their obligations
under the security work plan put
together by George Tenet, again
as a means of ensuring the securi-
ty and returning to normal life
both peoples deserve," Mr. Burns
said.

Mr. Saeb Erekat, senior Palesti-
nian negotiator who attended
Saturday’s talks, said: "President
Arafat reiterated to Mr. Burns our
full commitment to carrying out
our obligations under the Tenet
understandings.

“We asked the U.S. through Mr.
Burns to help us face the difficul-
ties our people are facing on the
ground from the settlers’ vio-
lence, the army, the siege and we
urge the U.S. to do something to

protect the Palestinian people,” .

Mr. Erekat added.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, leaves Israel on Sun-
day for Washington talks with the
President, Mr. George Bush. He is
due to stop over in London for
talks with the British Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Tony Blair.

Mr. Sharon told Israeli televi-
sion in an interview on Friday the
ceasefire did not limit Israel's
“right of self- defence to stop
squads who are planning oret-
barking on terrori’st/aef@s’p'.eﬂ ——
Reuters T
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Jerusalem, June 21 Y { - \\
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ISRAEL REPORTED new flash-
es of violence on Thursday as
the United States stepped up
efforts to hold together an
Israeli-Palestinian ceasefire
which is in danger of collapse
after 10 killings in one week.

President Bush telephoned
Israel Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat late on
Wednesday to urge them to
honor the truce brokered last
week by US Central Intelligence
Agency chief George Tenet.

Bush called on the two lead-
ers to make an “all-out effort” to
stop the violence and
announced he was sending Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell to
the region next week to “secure
efforts to preserve the ceasefire
and build upon it".

Since the truce began last
Wednesday, six Palestinians
and four Israelis have been
killed, mortar bombs have land-
ed on Jewish settlements in
Gaza and several dozen Pales-
tinians have been wounded in
confrontations with Israeli
troops. In the latest violence,
the Army said Palestinians
fired a large mortar bomb at a
collective farm inside Israel
along the Gaza border early on
Thursday.

The blast shattered windows
of cars more than 50 metres
away but no one was hurt.

GEORQGE WBUSH

“This represents an escalation
in the Palestinian violence and
in the size of weapon used
against Israel,” the Army said
in a statement.

The Army also said its troops
had come under fire overnight
in two areas of the Gaza Strip,
and three hand grenades were
thrown at soldiers near the bor-
der with Egypt. No one was
hurt.

Palestinian witnesses said
the town of Nazlet Issa, near
the administrative border with
Israel, had been, placed under
curfew. The report was not
immediately confirmed, but
Israel Radio said shots had ear-
lier been fired from the area at
an Israeli car.

f collapse

The Palestinians, who began
an uprising against Israeli
occupation in Gaza and the
West Bank nearly nine months
ago, did not comment on the
new violence, They blame
Israel for the bloodshed which
has killed almost 600 people
since last September. “The situ-
ation we have lived in for the
past nine months is such that
we have been in a state of self-
defence in the face of Israeli
aggression,” Jibril Rajoub, the
top Palestinian security official
in the West Bank, told Voice of
Palestine Radio.

Israel’s security cabinet said
after a special session on
Wednesday it would continue to
observe the truce, before a trip
by Sharon to meet Bush at the
White House next Tuesday. But
the cabinet said Israel would
not fully lift blockades or imple-
ment any timetable for a troop
withdrawal in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip until there is “a
cessation of terror”.

A trilateral committee of
Israeli, Palestinian and US$
security officials met to discuss
a timetable for implementing
terms of the ceasefire at a
Jerusalem hotel late on
Wednesday. Israel Radio report-
ed the meeting ended without
progress, but Rajoub said: “It
was constructive and we agreed

- to conduct extensive meetings

in the coming 48 hours.”
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|srael S%Cjt will adhere to ceasefire
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JERUSALEM, JUNE 20. Israel decided today to
keep up its part of a shaky week-old ceasefire
deal with the Palestinians brokered by the
United States, as the Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, prepares to visit Washington
next week.

The Israeli Security Cabinet, after a crucial
three- hour meeting called by Mr. Sharon to
reassess the truce, said the Palestinians had
failed to honour their commitments but that
Israel would continue to hold its fire for now.

Mr. Sharon has been faced with angry calls
from hardliners to pull out of the accord en-
gineered by the U.S. intelligence chief, Mr.
George Tenet, after a string of deadly attacks,
including the killing of two more Jewish set-
ters on Monday.

“The Palestinian Authority has still not
fulfilled its obligations under the Tenet doc-
ument — halting terrorism, arresting terror-

ists, stopping incitement to violence and

taking measa‘;'(e?to p\f%\/ent attag@, '&aid the

Cabinet in a statement. “Despite this, Israeli
will continue its efforts to implement the
Tenet document,” it said, adding: “Israel re-
serves the right to defend itself and prevent
attacks against its soldiers and civilians.”

The Tenet accord is based on the Mitchell
report which calls for an immediate end to
the violence, followed by a series of confi-
dence-building measures including a hait to
construction in Jewish seitlements on land
occupied by Israel since the 1967 Arab-Is-
raeli war.

The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
said yesterday that his side would “do all
that we can” to observe the ceasefire and
charged Israel was not holding up its end of
the deal by maintaining a blockade around
Palestinian territories.

Arafat meets Mubarak
The Egyptian President, Mr. Hosni Mub-

arak, and the Palestinian President, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, today held talks on regional
developments, reports said from Alexandria
in Egypt.

The two leaders, who met in a suburb of
the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria,
ended their meeting without speaking to the
media.

They had been expected to review Arab
and international efforts to restart peace
talks aimed at ending the eight-month-old
Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupa-
tion, diplomatic sources said.

These were the first face-to-face talks be-
tween the two since the U.S.-brokered cease-
fire between Israel and the Palestinians
began a week ago.

The two leaders first met one-on-one in a
closed session which was later expanded to
include officials from both sides. Mr. Arafat
headed for Gaza after the talks. /
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‘ JERUSALEM, June 17. - Q
Prime Mlmster, Mr Ariel

l Sharon, today rejected a pro-
posal that his foreign minister
meet Mr Yasser Arafat, saying
there can be no negotiations as
long as the violence continues.
The move garked an angry
exchange with the foreign min-
ister, Mr Shimon Peres, sug-
gesting a possible crack in the

_partnership between ideologi-
cal rivals whose close collabora-

seen as the key to keeping a lid
on Israeli-Palestinian violence.

| Despite a marked reduction of
| hostilities, sporadic violence

tion in recent months has been

continued today as the 51
traded accusations of non-com
pliance with the truce negotiat-
ec last week by the CIA direc-
tor, Mr George Tenet.

In Gaza and the West Bank,
Palestinians aset off two bombs
near Israeli soldiers.

But elsewhere, Israeli tanks
and armoured vehicles pulled
back from sensitive points in
Gaza, and Israeli and Pales-
tinian commanders inspected a
key junction together for the
first time in months. A young
Palestinian was killed by Mr
Arafat’s forces last night,
apparently in an effort to pre-
vent fire at Israeli targets.

Mr Peres favours continued Annan

Sharon no tp Peres\ﬂrafat meet

contacts with Mr Arafat, but
Mr Sharon insists there can be
no peace negotiations until all
violence ceases. “Arafat must
understand he will not be able

to drag Israel into negotiations .

under fire,” said Mr Sharon’s
aide, Mr Raanan Gissin.
The industry and trade
Minister, Ms Dalia Itzik, a
Peres ally, complained that at a
Cabinet meetinﬁ, hardline min-
isters turned Mr Peres into a
punching bag, and Mr Sharon
did not defend him. She
warned, “It could very well be
that;a(e will need to be in the
Opposition,” a reference to qui-
tting Mr Sharon’s government.
Annan visit: The UN Secre-

tary-General, Mr Kofi Annan,
wrapped up his West Asia tour
, urging [srael and the Pal-

estinians to seize the opportuni- .

ty for peace, while the two sides .
prepared for talks on furthering |
their shaky US-brokered truce, |

adds AFP.

But the visit sparked a dispute :
between moderates and hard- .

liners in Israel’s
after Mr Sharon for
posed meeti
Peres and
West Bank town of Ramallah.

Mr Annan had a meetmg f

scheduled with the Israeli
ident, Mr Moshe Kntuv,
Mr Peres on the last dny
week-long trip.
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varnment |
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of Mr Annan, Mr
Arafat in the
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Jerusalem, June 17 Y\f -

TWO PALESTINIAN bomblngs
on Sunday in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip missed their marks,
but cast further doubt on the
prospect that political contacts
advocated by UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan would begin
any time soon.

An explosive device went off
near a military vehicle that also
came under gunfire outside the
West Bank city of Nablus, the
Israeli army said. One soldier
was injured, it said; rescue

workers said the soldier was
injured ipr'the hand.
S

mar West Asia ceasefire

%n the Gaza Strip, a Palestin-

n drove a donkey cart loaded

ith explosives toward Israeli
soldiers in Israeli-controlled
Dahaniyeh village, detonated
the explosives and ran, said
Israeli army spokesman . Maj.
Ran Adam. Israeli soldiers shot
the man in the leg, then took
him to an Israeli hospital for
treatment, Adam said. Nobody
else was injured, he said.

Not all explosives had deto-
nated and soldiers were deacti-
vating what was left, Adam said.
Though violence has dimin-
ished, he said the area along the
Egypt border remains a hotspot.

‘There are less shooting inci-
dents in the area, less roadside
bombs. That shows that things
are different. But on the border
(at) Rafah, the events were very
heavy,” he said.

The Israeli army also report-
ed several shootings at Israeli
targets in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip before dawn Sunday.
An Israeli post in Rafah came
under gunfire and a hail of
grenades, the army said. Sol-
diers returned fire. Eight Pales-
tinians with slight to moderate
injuries were treated early Sun-
day at Rafah hospital, said Dr.
Ali Musa.

Late on Saturday, Rafah resi-
dents tried to stop Palestinian
gunmen from firing on Israeli
troops from their neighborhood,
witnesses and Palestinian secu-
rity officials said. The gunmen
then started shooting randomly,
apparently killing 12-year-old
Suleyman al-Massari and injur-
ing four others, they said.

Palestinian security officials,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said on Sunday they
were searching for the gunmen,
who are considered to have vio-
lated Palestinian leader Yagser
Arafat’s ceasefire order.

AP
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Jerusalem, Jun:(‘ 14: rael’s
armed forces have been given
orders to start implementing US
CIA director George Tenet’s
ceasefire plan, the defence min-
istry said on Wednesday.

The Army has been ordered to
ease restrictions on travel by Pales-
tinian security officers and to allow
the free movement of goods into
and out of Palestinian territories in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
defence minister Binyamin Ben-
Eliezer said in a statement.

“Every effort must be taken so
the process will succeed and to
show seriousness and good inten-
tions,” Mr Ben-Eliezer said.

He said that, within 48 hours,
Israel would “carry out more activ-
ities to ease the life of the Palestin-
ian population and to start chang-

to1

W \
ng the deployment of its

the ground.”

Mr Tenet chaired an inauguial
meeting of an Israeli-Palestinia
security committee on Wednesda
to kick off the ceasefire plan,
which Israel accepted on Tuesday
and the Palestinians approved
early on Wednesday.

Under the truce deal, Israel must
start lifting its blockade of the
Palestinian territories 48 hours
after the first session of the trilater-
al security committee.

Israeli Army spokesman Ron
Kitrey said the regulations govern-
ing when soldiers are allowed to
open fire had been tightened.

“The personal responsibility to
open fire in self defence will
require an extra level of authority,”
he told Israel’s Channel II televi-

opY 0

Palestinian, Israeli die

; sion. The defence ministry said

that Israel and the Palestinians
would prepare a plan iext week to
“ensure there is quiet on the
ground and conduct full security
cooperation.” The ceasefire plan,
which has not been officially
released, requires Israel to ease its
blockade on the Palestinian territo-
ries and pull its troops back to
positions held before a Palestinian
revolt erupted last’ September.It
requires the Palestinian Authority
to collect illegal arms, arrest mili-
tants, try to prevent attacks from its
territories and refuse sanctuary to
people who have carried out
attacks.

Meanwhile a report from Amman
said that Jordan began implement-
ing measures on Thursday restrict-
ing the entry of Palestinian resi-

hlement Tenet plan

dents of the West Bank, saying it
was an attempt to block any mass
displacement of people from their
homeland.

Jordanian interior minister Awad
Khulaifat said in a directive that,
with few exceptions, Palestinian
holders of “green card” — tem-
poary Jordanian passports — will
not be allowed into the kingdom.

Mr Khulaifat, also deputy prime
minister, said the measures were
taken to abort any attempts by
Israel to displace the Palestinians
“and to preserve the historic and |
legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people.”

The measure, first announced by
Mr Khulaifat on Monday -— he
described the step as temporary
is expected to affect thoy,
Palestinians. (Reuters)

Bush seeks ‘concréte

in West Bank shootout

Ramallah, June 14: A clandestine meeting on Thursday between Israeli
security men and a Palestinian agent ended in a shootout in which the
Palestinian and an Israeli officer were killed, a Palestinian official said.

The security official said Ayub Da’dura, who was in a Palestinian
prison for two years for collaborating with Israel, had gone to meet his
Israeli handlers in the West Bank and shot them, killing the military offi-
cer and wounding his bodyguard.

A third person in the car then killed Da’dura, the official said. “We
have this information from very well-informed (Israeli) sources,” the
official added. Earlier, an Israeli police spokesman said the wounded
Israeli had killed Da’dura. An [sraeli general told Israel Radio that an
Army officer was dead. Israeli Major-General Doron Almog said in a
live radio broadcast “Today there was an attack in the West Bank and an
Israeli officer was killed. It is very painful for all of us.”

At least 457 Palestinians, 112 Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs have been
L killed since the fighting erupted in September. (Reuters)

action’ 1n West Asia

Brussels, June 14: US President George W. Bush called on Wednes-
day for “concrete actions” by Israel and the Palestinians to carry out
a US-backed ceasefire designed to end eight months of West Asia
violence.

“I am encouraged that both Israel and the Palestinian Authority
have agreed to a ceasefire plan,” Mr Bush told yeporters after meet-
ing Nato leaders in Brussels, where he is on the second leg of a five-
nation tour of Europe.

“But this is just a first step. It’s one thing for folks to sign a piece of
paper, it’s another thing for the parties to act,” Mr Bush added.

US CIA director George Tenet on Wednesday won Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat’s agreement to the proposals, already accepted
by Israel, after late-night talks with the Palestinian leader.

(Reuters)

Mr Bush described Mr Tenet as #cautiously optimistic” about the
plan, which aims to end/vio'enc ince the uprising last September.
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[ Peace prospects
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JENUALEM, JONE 1. The CIA chie,
Mr. George Tenet, today brought
together senior Israeli and Pales-
tinian security officials to begin
implementing a U.S.-brokered
truce the two sides have accepted
reluctantly and with serious res-
ervations. Ho -

The meeting, capping a week of
negotiations, was held under a
heavy cloak of secrecy at an un-
disclosed location in Tel Aviv.

Mr. Tenet left the U.S. embassy
compound in Tel Aviv at noon,
and embassy officials said he was
headed to the three- way session.
Palestinian officials later con-
firmed the meeting had started.

The Tenet deal raised the pros-
pect of ending nine months of
fighting that have claimed nearly
500 lives on the Palestinian side
and more than 100 on the Israeli
side. 714

Yet, previous (high-level truce
efforts have collapsed, including
personal intervention by the for-
mer U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
¢ ton, and both sides remained
wary.

Mr. Tenet's cease-fire deal
marked the highest-profile West
Asia mediation effort yet by the
Bush administration which in its
first months had kept its distance
from the Israeli- Palestinian con-
flict.

Later in the day, Israel said it
considered the truce to have tak-
en effect with the end of the
three-way meeting, at 3 p.m., and
Israeli media said the two sides
would begin carrying out some of
the cease-fire provisions in the
next 48 hours. However, Palesti-
nian officials described the meet-
ing as a failure, saying their Israeli
counterparts did not commit to
specific steps, such as easing a se-
curity closure on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

A senior U.S. official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
the session was constructive, but
suggested there was no final
agreement on implementation.

Meanwhile, the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, praised the
cease-fire, but said he was eager
to see proof that it will end vio-
lence in West Asia.

While Mr. Tenet was trying to
cement the truce, two Israelis
were injured in Palestinian shoot-
ing attacks on Wednesday. A 21-
year-old Israeli woman was- seri-
ously wounded while standing at
a bus stop near the Jewish settle-

ment of Ofra in W Bank. —
AP
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“Palestinians. [
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truce )) an’ &

JERUSALEM Both Isr " and
the Palestinians
have accepted a
plan to call a
truce, the U.S.
embassy said on
Wednesday, rais-
ing the prospect
of an end to
nearly nine
< months of fight
ing that has
taken almost 600 lives. l\l

After a late-night eting
=| between CIA director George

| Tenet and Palestinian leader
i Yasser Arafat, Palestinian officials
| said they accepted the plan in prin-
| ciple, but still had reservations
|| about two of its elements. Israeli
8| Prime Minister Ariel Sharon had

| announced his acceptance of the
| plan a few hours earlier.
| The U.S. embassy released a
| statement saying that the plan had
“| been accepted by both sides. “Its
-| purpose is to resume security
vl| cooperation, end the violence and
%] restore the situation on the ground
that existed” before hostilities
erupted last September, the state-
ment said.

Palestinian officials, requesting
|| anonymity, said they objected to
4| one element, creating a buffer
zone between Israel and the West
Bank. Also, they wanted to
add a timetable to the provisions
calling for Israel to lift

restrictions and pull its forces back
to positions they held before the
fighting. (o7

‘Hindu dress code

not yet endorsed
by Taliban chief’

KABUL: A controversial plan by
Afghanistan’s Taliban regime to
make Hindus wear yellow stickers
to distinguish them from Muslims
~|| may not go ahead, Afghan’s for-
\; eign minister said on Wednesday.
i Wakil Ahmed Mutawakel said
¥l the dress code had not yet been
endorsed by Taliban chief Mulla |
Mohammad Omar.

He described Mulla Omar, the
Taliban militia’s supreme leader, as
the final authority who could

accept or reject the proposal.

§  “We are waiting for his verdict,”

Mr Mutawakel said.

% Instead of being made to wear
4 the yellow cloth, Mr Mutawakel
%) said Hindus may instead be made
4 to carry an identity card or a piece
4| of paper that they could keep in
1| their pockets.

The Taliban’s retigious police in
may advised Hindus in
Afghanistan to carry a thumb-
' sized yellow piece of cloth inside
their pockets as a mark of distinc-
tion. (arp)
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" both sides in order to enter into an actual ceasefire,” the Israeli

A West Asia securlty

meetgng put 0 off

REUTERS

RAMALLAH (West Bank), June 11. — The CIA (;\e;ctor, Mr
George Tenet, postponed at least till today a meeting\of Israeli
and Palestinian security officers after running into a snag over
his blueprint for a lasting truce.

Yesterday, Israel welcomed Mr Tenet’s truce proposals, while
the Palestinians expressed reservations about the plan the de-
tails of which haven’t been released officially. i

“Mr Tenet suggested the best thing, if not the most perfect, to |

foreign minister, Mr Shimon Peres, said. . ;
Sources said Israel had responded positively to most of the pro-
posals to cement a ceasefire which Mr Yasser Arafat declared on 2 :
June, a day after 21 people died in a suicide bombing in Tel Aviv. :
A senior Palestinian security officer said: “We submitted our :
written response to the American side, which included our reser- :

" vations over the American document.” The official didn’t elaborate.

Mr Tenet, in the region since Wednesday, had planned to host
a meeting of Israeli and Palestinian security officers yesterday,

| but it was postponed by at least a day to give him time to study

the responses of each side, sources said.

Israel and the Palestinians have accused each other of violating
the truce over the past week. “I think this confrontation with the
Palestinians will be a long one,” the Israeli army chief, Mr Shaul
Mofaz, said in a speech yesterday.

“We don't see a real desire by the Palestinian Authority to end
terrorism. We don’t see actual efforts of prevention. We don't see
actions or results because the shooting continues from the Pales-
tinians,™ he said. The army said Palestinians fired four mortar
bombs at the Jewish settlement of Kfar Darom in Gaza late yes-
terday, causmg no m]unes or damage

e

*

Tt

(4]

..
e

P4



z

~“Arab deaths

hit West Asia
diplomacy

Wi\

A FRAGILE cease-fire hung
precariously in the balance on
Sunday after Israeli tank fire
killed three Palestinian women
while they sat in the family tent
near a Jewish settlement in the
Gaza Strip.

Palestinian hospital officials
in Gaza said Selmiya al-Malal-
ha, Hekmat al-Malalha and
Nasra al-Malalha were killed
and three others were wound-
ed, two seriously, by the tank
fire. The deaths late on Satur-
day were the first fatalities
since Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat vowed last week
to join an Israeli truce to end
eight months of fighting in
which at least 453 Palestinians,
110 Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs
have died.

The Israeli army said tanks
fired three shells at “"two armed
figures’” who were in an open
area near the Netzarim Jewish
settlement in the Gaza Strip
after several Israeli military
positions near the settlement
came under Palestinian fire.
“The forces returned fire only
at the sources of the fire,” the
army said in a statement

The killings threatened to
derail a US-led drive to cement
the tenuous cease-fire and pave
the way for a renewal of peace
negotiations which deadlocked
shortly before a Palestinian
uprising against occupation
erupted last September.

Senior Israeli and the Pales-
tinian security officials were
expected to meet CIA chief
George Tenet in the West Bank
city of Ramallah on Sunday to
respond to the US spy chief’s
cease-fire blueprint.

Swedish Prime Minister
Goran Persson, whose country
currently holds the EU presi-
dency, and EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana were to
throw the weight of the EU into
the peace drive in meetings
with Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and Arafat on Sunday.

Israeli newspapers on Sun-

Jerusalem, June 10

day rt}po Sgd details of Tenet’s
proposal\to implement a full
ceasefire.\ ,

According to newspapers,
Tenet called for Israel not to
attack Palestinian targets, to
pull its troops back to positions
held before the revolt erupted
and for the army to prevent
revenge attacks against Pales-
tinians and damage to their
property. The newspaper
reports added that Tenet’s plan
called for the Palestinian
Authority to arrest Islamic
Jihad and Hamas militants, halt
incitement and destroy mortar
round stockpiles. In addition,
the plan calls on Palestinians to
thwart attacks against Israelis
from Palestinian-ruled territory
and prevent those carrying out
attacks in other areas from tak-
Ing sanctuary in Palestinian
Authority areas.

The CIA chief’s proposal also
recommended a renewal of
security cooperation between
the sides, including joint
pat}‘ols and a security council
which would meet once a week
to ensure the cease-fire was
implemented, the Yedioth
Ahronoth and Maariv newspg/”
pers reported,

Officials were not immedi-
ately available to comment on
the reports, but the details were
consistent  with  various
demands made by both sides.

UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan was to visit the region
next week to cooirdinate the
international push for a truce
and renewal of peace negotia-
tions. Arafat vowed, after a
Hamas suicide bomber killed 20
people in Tel Aviv 10 days ago,
to join a truce Israel called on
May 22. Fighting has since
eased though the ceasefire has
been punctured by violent con-
frontations.

The Israeli army reported at
least 13 incidents of gunfire
directed at Israeli targets in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip on
Friday and Saturday including
the firing of seven mortar
rounds in Gaza. Reuter;



E.U. tries t

| RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), JUNE 10.
. The European Union led interna-
tional efforts to save the flimsy
West Asia ceasefire today after Is-
raeli tank fire killed three Palesti-
nian women.

Senior Israeli and Palestinian
security officials were expected to
respond to U.S. CIA chief, Mr. Ge-
orge Tenet's blueprint for a last-
ing truce in a meeting in the West
Bank town of Ramallah later to-
day. Officials were also due to
hold talks with the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State, Mr. William

The Palestinfan leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat (right), meets the
Swedigh”Prime Minister and European Union Chairman,

Mr._@oran Persson {centre), and the E.U. Foreign Policy

Comynissioner, Mr. Javier Solana, in Ramallah on Sunday. — AFP

save truce

rns. The y\{vedish 1me Minis-
ter, Mr. Goran Persson, whose
country currently holds the E.U.

presidency, said after meeting the |

Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser

Arafat, in Ramallah on Sunday he
hoped the killing of the women
would not destroy the truce.
e

The three*women were sitting
in a family tent when they were
killed by Israeli tank shells on Sat-
urday, Palestinian hospital o
cials said. — Reuters
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/ ERMAN For-
ign minister
Joschka Fisch-

er heard the explosion
which rocked Tel-Aviv and killed
20 young Israelis outside a
beach-front disco last Friday
night from his hotel room 200
metres away. The first thing that
went through his mind, he said
later, was his own children, aged
17 and 22, just the kind who go
out dancing on a Friday night.
He was so appalled by the carn-
age that he not only joined the
mourners but went to Ramallah
the next day and insisted that
Yasser Arafat rein in the gunmen
and the bombers. Mere condem-
nation, he berated the Palesti-
nian le%,ger, was no longer
enough. To ensure there was no
ambiguity, Mr Fischer worked
with Mr Arafat on the text of his
ceasefire call.

The disco atrocity transformed
Israel’s international image,
literally overnight, from bully boy
to victim. The Palestinians re-
verted to their old role as the bad
guys, which is just what Israeli
publicists pray for. But Israelis
don’t relish being victims. That
wasn’t why they created a Jewish
state. They know that to appear -

A
For Ariel Sharon, Yasser Arafatr
unreconstructed ‘terrorist’.

Of provocatlon & restraint

ains an
Israelis are not too

optimistic about the ceasefire, though Hamas
made a show of joining it, writes ERIC SILVER

vulnerable is to invite more bom-
bings, shootings and boycotts.
Two weeks before the disco
bombing, Ariel Sharon’s na-
tional-unity government reacted
to a suicide attack that killed five
Israeli shoppers in Netanya by
sending F-16 warplanes and heli-
copter gunships to bomb the
West Bank and Gaza. This time,
although the provocation was
even more horrendous, ministers
responded with calculated res-
traint. “It is hard to remember an
occasion in recent Israeli history,”
marvelled the star political col-
umnist Yoel Marcus in Ha'aretz,
“when the government has made
such a surprising, correct and
wise decision.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon had no illusions. For him,
Mr Arafat remains an unrecon-
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structed “terrorist”. Israelis are
not investing too many hopes in
the ceasefire, though Hamas (the
people who sent the disco bomb-
er) made a show of joining it. “I
wish I were wrong,” confided De-
fence Minister Binyamin Ben-
Eliezer, “but in my opinion, Mr
Arafat’s steps are tactical, not
strategic. We will judge him by

results, but at the same time we.

are preparing for any even-
tuality.” Shimon Peres, the 77-
year-old foreign minister who
never gives up, seized the
opening to woo Mr Sharon away
from knee-jerk retaliation and
grant diplomacy one more chan-
ce. The sympathy bonus was not
to be squandered this time.

The world community respond-
ed. Mr Fischer extended his stay
and shuttled between Jerusalem
and Ramallah. Russia, the Pales-
tinians’ historic patron, sent a
special envoy, Andrei Vdovin.
George Bush’s new West Asian
trouble-shooter, William Burns,
was expected to follow. “What
was achieved over the last few
days,” Mr Peres rejoiced, “is a
demonstration of what a political
act, supported by the interna-
tional community, can do in the
most effective manner - without
shooting, pain and accusations. It
was a show of strength for diplo-
macy.” Mr Peres was speaking on
Tuesday after a first session with
the Russian envoy.

Post-Communist Moscow is no
longer the West Asian spoiler. Mr
Vdovin repeatedly stressed its
standing as a co-sponsor of the
half-forgotten Madrid peace con-
ference a decade ago. Russia was
working not against, but in con-
cert with, Uncle Sam, the Euro-
peans, the UN, not to mention
the Egyptians and the Jorda-
nians. To the astonishment of
those who portrayed Mr Sharon
as a reckless war monger in the
Israeli election campaign at the
beginning of 2001, the Likud
leader is not just giving Mr Peras
his head, but shielding him from
the wrath of the right.

He may be 73, set in his percep-
tions, but having attained the
premiership against all the odds,
he is learning new lessons. “It is
true that when I was in Opposi-
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tion ] attacked,” he
conceded to a Likud
critic. “That’s your
role in Opposition.
But the person in charge has to
take all the issues into considera-
tion. The overall responsibility is
on my shoulders.” “In the same
way, a few days earlier, Mr
Sharon resisted the demands of
bereaved West Bank settlers for
instant revenge. He enjoys being
“the person in charge”, and he’s
not going to let the settlers and
their friends dictate’ how or
where he should lead. Above all,
he sweated blood to get the Bush
administration on his side, and
he’s determined not to lose it.

The danger, as the waspish
commentator Nahum Barnea
predicted in Yediot Aharonot, is
that he is falling into a honey
trap. Where does he go from
here? If Mr Arafat reneges on his
ceasefire, Mr Sharon can say: “1
tried. Now you know who is the
real enemy of peace. Don’t accuse
us of disproportionate use of
force.” But what if Mr Peres’s
perennial optimism proves right
and the diplomatic momentum
gathers speed? All of the inter-
national players agree that the
only available road map is the
Mitchell committee’s report, deli-
vered in May by ex-Senator
George Mitchell and his team of
cosmopolitan factfinders.

The report calls for an immedia-
te ceasefire, followed by a freeze
on all settlement building. Mr
Peres and Ben-Eliezer, Labour
ministers both, are happy with
that. But would Mr Sharon, the
“father of the settlements”, be
equally willing? If and when the
ceasefire gels, he will not be able
to evade the choice. Neither the
Palestinians nor the Americans
will buy the cop-out of “building
for natural growth.”

First, cecause it was used in the
past as a cover for rapid expan-
sion of the Jewish West Bank
comraunities, and second be-
cause there are thousands of
apartments now standing empty
there. As a minister in Mena-
chem Begin’s first Likud govern-
ment in the late 70s, Mr Sharon
paved the way for, and presided
aver, settlement evacuation from
Sinai under the Israeli-Egyptian
peace treaty. But the attachment
to the West Bank, heart of the
ancient Jewish homeland, raises
a massive ideological hurdle. A
total freeze will require excep-
tional political courage. Mr Sha-
ron is no coward, but that would
test even his heroic reputation.

(The author is The Statesman’s
Jerusalem-based correspondent.)




/v Y TOWARDS A TRUCE IN WEST ASIA |

A 'PROMISING BEGINNING’ towards peace in
West Asia has been indicated by the Palestinian
Authority President, Mr. Yasser Arafat. This is
how the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon
Peres, is willing to assess Mr. Arafat’s latest call
to the Palestinians to observe a ceasefire in their
‘intifada’ or uprising against the prolonged oc-
cupation of their territories by the Jewish state.
Mr. Peres does not of course reckon Mr. Arafat’s
call as a move for complete ceasefire. Israel, or
more precisely the moderate section of its lead-
ership, shares the U.S. administration’s latest
view that Mr. Arafat’s unconditional call for an
end to violence in West Asia might, if heeded by
both Palestinians and Israelis in a reciprocal
fashion, lead to a firm truce. In the calculation of
the Bush administration, a truce could first
shape a definitive ‘cooling-off period’. This, in
turn, would be useful to fashion confidence-
building measures with the purpose of creating a
climate for ‘final status’ talks. The focus of such
negotiations will be the delineation of a Palesti-
nian state in a manner that could settle the fun-
damental dispute between the Jews and the
Palestinians within a framework of peace and
stability. The Bush administration is keen to stay
engaged in West Asia, in respect of the Palesti-
nian question, for a calibrated diplomatic inter-
vention. The model of peace-odyssey sessions,
which the previous Clinton administration held
in conjunction with Israeli and Palestinian lead-
ers, is disfavoured by Washington at this stage.
The failure of those sessions is blamed, in the
final analysis, on the inadequacy of efforts to
create a sense of trust between the primary par-
ties, Israel and the Palestinian Authority.

This explains the dynamics of the current
diplomatic intervention by the U.S. It was in the
context of last week’s suicide-bombing by the
Palestinian Hamas group inside Israel that the
U.S. sought to restrain Mr. Ariel Sharon, the Jew-
ish supremacist Prime Minister, from ordering a

massive retaliation in line with his practided pol-
icy. The bombing was the worst incident qf its
kind since the commencement of the latest Pal-
estinian ‘intifada’ several months ago, an
fierce retributive strike by Israel would have only
complicated the situation. Even as Mr. Sharon
was counselled to hold fire and measure his re-
sponse, the U.S. mounted pressure on Mr. Arafat
to call for a truce. Washington’s overall objective
was to seize the momentum generated by the
publication of the Mitchell Commission’s rec-
ommendations on ways to pull West Asia from
the brink. By and large, the panel’s report has
found favour with the moderate sections of Is-
raelis and Palestinians. For Mr. Arafat, the new
signs of Washington'’s renewed interest in a rgso-
lution of the Palestinian puzzle are too pr
to be ignored. That should account for
iness with which he made a direct app
Palestinians to cease violence.

The radical Hamas has hardered its posi-
tion after sending out mixed signals about its
gameplan in this evolving situation. It was first
willing to scale down or be selective about the
attacks it might have been planning against the
Israeli interests. Yet, the overall initial mood in
official Israel has been one of some willingness
not to write off the Arafat offer in a hurry. While
this may have opened a very narrow window of
opportunity for the peace lobbyists, the interna-
tional community should also adopt a ‘hands-
on’ approach to encourage the two warring par-
ties to work out a ceasefire and a cooling-off
period. It is a good sign that Russia is beginning
to reverse its waning interest in West Asia, given
the Bush administration's circumspection about
the diplomatic minefield. The basic issues hav-
ing remained largely unaltered since the begin-
ning of the Madrid-Oslo process in the early
1990s, the search for solutions must still be pre-
ceded by an exercise of psych0-conditioning the
parties for peace.
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out truce with Israel

Gaza, June 5 y\M\

A SENIOR official from the mili-
tant Islamic group Hamas said
on Tuesday his movement had
not agreed to implement a cease-
fire between the Palestinians and
Israel and would continue to
attack Israelis “everywhere.”

“Our policy is to continue the
Intifada (uprising) and resis-
tance. We are not changing our
policy. Resistance means to
attack the Israelis everywhere by
all means,” Mahmoud Al-Zahhar,
a senior Hamas official in Gaza,
said. ~"We are not offering any
cease-fire.”

Hamas claimed responsibility
for an attack in Tel Aviv on Fri-
day in which a suicide bomber
killed 20 people in the deadliest
attack in Israel since a Palestin-
ian uprising against occupation
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
began in September.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat, facing international pres-
sure and the threat of Israeli
reprisals, called on Saturday for
a cease-fire.

A Hamas official had suggest-
ed on Monday that his group
might consider holding back
attacks inside Israel, conditional
on Israeli actions.

“The previous talk about will-
ingness to (agree to a cease-
fire)...was due to miscommunica-
tion between the military wing
and the political wing” of
Hamas, said al-Zahhar, a member
of the group’s political arm.

Hamas opposes Israeli-Pales-

(ﬂinian peacemaking. The group
has carried out bombings in
Israel in past years which killed
scores of Israelis and has played
a prominent role in the current
Palestinian uprising which
erupted after peace talks.

Israeli forces arrested a senior
Palestinian official and two oth-
ers on Tuesday in the West Bank,
Palestinian Authority officials
and witnesses said.

The officials said an Israeli
patrol stopped a Palestinian taxi
travelling between the West
Bank towns of Jenin and Nablus
and arrested Majdi Alawneh, a
senior Palestinian liaison official
with Israel in Nablus.

“We protested to the Israelis
and asked them to release
Alawneh immediately,” said an
official in the Palestinian Min-
istry of Civil Affairs. Family
members said two Palestinian
youths were also arrested by
Israeli troops in a village near
the West Bank town of Bethle-
hem.

Israel Radio reported that as
many as 10 Palestinians, includ-
ing Alawneh, had been arrested
on “suspicion of terrorist activi-
ties”. Israeli security officials
could not immediately comment
on the reported arrests.

The arrests came as Israelis
and Palestinians, locked in eight
months of violence, tried to
implement a ceasefire to end the
bloodshed that erupted in Sep-
tember after peace talks reached
a deadlock.

Reuters/AP
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Gaza, June 5: A senior official
from the militant Islamic . group
Hamas said on Tuesday that his
movement had not agreed to
implement a ceasefire between the
Palestinians and Israet and would
continue to attack Israelis “every-
- where.” T

“QOur policy is to continue the
intifada (uprising) and resistance.
We are not changing our policy.
Resistance means to attack the
Israelis everywhere by all means,”
Mahmoud Al-Zahhar, a senior
Hamas official in Gaza, said. “We
are not offering any ceasefire.”

Hamas claimed responsibility
for an attack in Tel Aviv on Friday
in which a suicide bomber killed
20 people in the deadliest attack in
Israel since a Palestinian uprising

against occupation in the West .

Bank and Gaza Strip began in Sep-
tember. . :
Palestinian  President . Yasser
Arafat, facing international pres-
sure and the threat of Israeli
-reprisals, called on Saturday for a
ceasefire. A Hamas official had
suggested on Monday that his
group might consider holding
back attacks inside Israel, condi-
tional on Israeli actions. “The pre-
vious talk about willingness to
(agree to a ceasefire)... Was due to
miscommunication between the
military wing and the political
wing of Hamas,” said Al-Zahhar, a

member of the group’s political .

arm. Hamas opposes Israeli-Pales-
tinian peacemaking. The group
has carried out bombings in Israel
in past years which kied scores of
Israelis and has played a promi-
nent role in the current Palestinian
uprising which erupted after peace
talks stalled. (Reuters)

L\

ABOVE; Palestinians chant slogans against Israel during a demonstration of the Islamic militant g}-oup
Hamas in Ramallah on Tuesday. The militant Islamic group Hamas said that it would continue to attack
Israelis everywhere, setting back hopes that the Palestinians were inching towards a ceasefire with Israel.
(Reuters) ‘

LEFT: A Palestinian girl prays during a ceremeny to celebrate the birthday of the Prophet Mohammed in
the Abraham Mosque in Hebron on Monday. (Reuters)
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JERUSALEM, June . - Israel
has blocked Palestinign leader
Mr Yasser Arafat, from travel-
ling from the West Bank to the
Gaza Strip in his helicopter, ef-
fectively confining him to the
West Bank, Israeli public radio
said today.

Mr Arafat’s helicopter would
have been required to pass
through Israeli airspace to com-
plete the trip.

“The Israeli army did not phys-
ically prevent Arafat’s helicop-
ter from taking off,” an army
spokesman told AFP. “It was
apparently at the political level
that the decision was made to
refuse the right to take off.”
“This measure is part of the
pressure that must be applied
to force Arafat to fight against
those who plan terrorist acts,”
Israeli  telecommunications
minister Mr Reuven Rivlin told
Israeli public radio.

The Israeli army controls se-
curity at the airport in Gaza
City, as well as at the crossing
points between autonomous
Palestinian territories in the

. West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
" into Jordan and Egypt, respec-

tively.

. Israel reinforced its blockade
. of the Palestinian territories af- -

ter a Palestinian suicide bomb
attack on Friday night outside
a Tel Aviv discotheque that kil-

i led 20 Israelis ~ mainly teen-

-7

rafat stopped from
« flying to Gaza

Palestinian protesters wrth a placard saying intifada should cnntmue At the Ein el-Helweh refugee camp, near the
crty of Sidon, on Tuesday — APIPTI

agers. More than 100 Israehs
were injured in the bombing.
Following the attack, Mr Ara-
fat on Saturday ordered his
forces to put in a total and im-
mediate ceasefire.

The truce received a qualified
boost yesterday from Palestini-
an groups Hamas and Fatah,
which announced their own
ceasefire, but made them condi-
tional on Israel’s withdrawal
from all occupied territories.
Israeli foreign minister Mr
Shimon Peres said today that it
could take weeks for the Pales-
tinians to deliver the ceasefire

which their leader Mr Arafat
has promised.

Peres said he believed that Mr
Arafat’s powers were limited.
“But his ceasefire declaration
proves that he is in relative con-
trol of the situation and could
arrest those responsible for
(anti-Israeli) attacks,” he said.
“We have said that the cease-
fire should be tested over eight
weeks and the Palestinians
have spoken of four weeks. I
suppose the Americans will fix
a date somewhere in the mid-
dle,” he added.

Mr Peres said the report by the

US-led Mitchell commission in-
to the violence that broke out
last September called for a “test
period” of four to eight weeks.
Then peace talks should re-
sume on the basis of Israeli gov-
ernment programme, which is
grounded in UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions 242 and 338,
which foresee an exchange of
land for peace, he said.

Mr Peres added that Israel
“would prefer that the first
phase of the negotiations con-
centrate on the application of
accords already signed” by the

two sides. /
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)" WEST ASIA / ARAFAT CONDEMNS ATTACK, ORDERS CEASEFIRE
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17 Israelis killed in suicide bom

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JUNE 2. Seven-
teen Israelis were killed and 90 in-
jured in a suicide bomb attack in
Tel Aviv in the early hours of Sat-
urday. The Palestinian Authority
President, Mr. Yasser Arafat, has
expressed his condemnation of
the attack and, more importantly,
ordered a complete ceasefire. It
was unclear whether the Israeli
Cabinet would be satisfied with
the ceasefire call they have been
demanding of Mr. Arafat or
whether they would take some re-
taliatory action.

A suicide bomber, suspected to
be Palestinian, blew himself up,
scattering nails and scrap that he
had wrapped around himself out-
side a night-club on the Tel Aviv
street front. Israeli police later
confirmed that 17 Israelis, 12
women and five men, and the sui-
cide bomber were killed outright.
Witnesses said that there was
blood and body parts scattered all
over the site. Many among the in-
jured have lost their limbs. No
group had claimed responsibility
for the attack till late on Saturday
evening. The Israel Government
ordered an immediate and com-
plete closure of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip and held a series of
sessions to decide whether they
should order a stronger response.

The night club, or rather a clus-
ter of establishments, is a popular
spot and is situated at one end of
the sea front boulevard which is

crowded at all times of the day

and night. This night club com-

plex is just.a-parking lot and six-
-

oudeyohs are treated fterthe suicide mbing

at the Aacha nightclub in Tel Aviv on Friday. — Reuters

lane road avenue across from sev-
eral major hotels and the Indian
Embassy too is not very far away.
The night club complex is a little
isolated and its surroundings are
not well lit so it is more popular
with youth and is a fairly wild
place on most nights of the week.

Much worse damage could have
occurred if the blast had taken
place a kilometre north of this
spot since that area is packed with
restaurants, bars, fast food joints
and has much more of a family
clientele. In his statement, Mr.
Arafat condemned all forms of vi-

ng

olence against civilians and called
on people on both sides to ob-
serve a complete ceasefire. His
aides were quick to point out that
this was for the first time since the
outbreak of the Palestinian upris-
ing eight months ago that Mr.
Arafat had unequivocally called
on his fighters to stop attacking
Israelis. To that extent, Mr. Arafat
does appear to have fulfilled the
demands that Israel and the U.S.
have been making for the past
couple of weeks. But it is not cer-
tain that Israel will not consider
this call as having come too late in
the day.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, had ordered a uni-
lateral ceasefire more than 10
days ago and although Palesti-
nians say that this order has not
been strictly observed, the U.S.
and the E. U. had lined up behind
Israel in demanding that Mr. Ara-
fat respond in kind.

There has been a strident de-
bate going on within Israel about
the best manner in which to re-
spond to the spate of attacks
launched by Palestinians after Mr.
Sharon’s ceasefire order. Recent
opinion polls show that over half
the Israeli population support the
call by right-wing politicians for
strong retaliatory action. But even
some of the hardline Ministers in
Mr. Sharon’s Cabinet have insist-
ed that they must continue to ob-
serve the ceasefire even if it were
only to ensure that international
opinion remained in their favour.

It is not at all certain that Israel
will continue to observe restraint
after such a horrific incident.



ISARELI-PALESTINIAN SECUV
RITY talks resumed yesterday
as a car bomb exploded near the
Israeli coastal city of Netanya.
Israeli tanks shelled Palestin-
ian targets in the south of the
Gaza strip. “Yesterday’s security
talks ended without any real
achievements,” Israeli radio said.
Just hours before, the Israeli
coastal town of Netanya was hit
by a car bomb, sending six peo-
ple to the hospital for shock in
the latest of a wave of attacks.
In Beirut, the Palestinian
Islamic jihad group claimed
responsibility for the blast,
which Islamists say is a sign the
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1 FAISAL AL-HUSSEIN{

the top PLO official for Jerusalem and a standard-bearer
of resistance to Israel, died in Kuwait on Thursday after being hospitalised with
pneumonia, Palestinian officials said. “Husseini has passed away,” a Palestinian
official in the delegation accompanying Husseini said. “He was in a coma after
coming down with pneumonia before he breathed his last,” other officials said,
as Kuwaiti police swarmed through the hotel where he was staying. AFP, Kuwalit

violence would continue until
Israel’s occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza ends.

Israel and Palestine are to hold
further security talks with the
aim of reducing violence in West
Bank and Gaza strip. Israeli
defence ministry said today.
Sharon angry: Angered over the
recent wave of Palestinian “ter-

ror attacks” despite Israel’s uni-
lateral ceasefire, Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon has said the Jewish
State has reached an “intolerable
situation” even as housing min-
ister said the ceasefire could not
continue indefinitely.

“Israel has reached an intol-
erable situation because of
Palestinian terror and this can

New round of WAsza alks begins

not go on much longer,” Sharon
told US Secretary of State Colin
Powell in a telephonic conversa-
tion last night.

Stating that the US should
pressurise Palestinian authori-
ty chairman Yasser Arafat to
put an end to violence, he
alleged that Arafat had instruct-
ed his deputies to continue ter-
ror attacks against Israel.

Meanwhile, housing minister
Natan Sharansky told Jerusa-
lern Post that the current unilat-
eral ceasefire could not continue
indefinitely and if Arafat did
not take this opportunity to stop
violence, Israel’s next step
would likely be to go to war.

PTI/AFP
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/I/ran tests new missile
TEHERAN, MAY 31. Iran successfully tested its>
first surface-to-surface missile, state- run TeH-
eran Radio reported today.

The guided Fateh-110 missile was devel-
oped at the Government-owned Aerospage In-
dustries, the radio said. ‘ @J \

“Fateh-110, a super-modern surface- I- |
face missile, functions with combined solid |
fuel, is able to cause great damage and finds |
targets with accuracy. The missile is classified
among Iran’s most efficient missiles,” the ra- |
dio report said. |

The broadcast did not give the missile's
range, say when the test took place or provide
further details. Defence Ministry officials were
not available today for comment.

Iran has built and tested several missiles,
including the Shahab-3, which has a range of
1,300 kilometers.

Washington has said the Shahab-3 .enables
Iran to hit Israel and U.S. troops stationed in
the gulf. U.S. State Department officials have
said that Iran is a major recipient of missile |

technology from Ryésia, North Korea and Chi-
na. — AP
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/'f' he Return of Intifada

Fight to the Finish in West Asia
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NTIFADA 11, or al-Agsa intifa-

da, as the current Palestinian
protests in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip are popularly called, is the
most serious uprising in the history
of the Palestinian resistance move-
ment against the Israeli occupation.
It reflects the increasing Palestinian
desperation after more than 30
years of Israeli dominance over
their lives and seven years of the
Oslo peace process that promised
them a framework to chart out their
political destiny. In a sense, the up-
rising was an event waiting to hap-
pen and Ariel Sharon’s visit to
Haram as-Sharif was the catalyst
that set it in motion. From a halting
intermittent protest, it has turned
into a full-fledged revolt that
refuses to pause until a definite
solution is reached to the
Palestinian question.

The Palestinians have risen
against the “treacherous” peace
process that has obviously failed to
deliver them a state and affirm their
identity. The dominant political
mood is one of rejection of all half-
baked interim agreements designed
by the US and Israel to procrasti-
nate on granting the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people.

The character and direction of the
al-Agsa intifada is qualitatively dif-
ferent from the one that occurred in
1988. The rocks and stones that be-
came the symbol of the earlier in-
tifada are now supplemented by
more conventional weapons. This
makes the Palestinians more sus-
ceptible to disproportionate Israeli
retaliation. Repeated Israeli incur-
sions into Palestinian-held territory
in Gaza ceded under the 1993 Oslo
accord and the indiscriminate
bombing of the Khan Younis and
Rafah refugee camps are indicative
of this fact.

Besides, the ongoing Palestinian-
Israeli struggle attenuates far be-
yond the obvious manifestations of
violence. It is also a war of words.
The stridently dissonant vocabulary
of the Palestinians and the Israelis
has sharpened. Whereas the Israelis
speak of ‘peace’ the Palestinians
speak of ‘revolution’. The Israelis en-
visage ‘co-existence’ while the Pales-
tinians will brook no compromise on
‘ending occupation’. For years it was
hoped and believed that the Pales-
tinian-Israeli struggle could be set-
tled peacefully — but no more. The
struggle now portends a fight to the
finish. On the streets, the people and
soldiers are fighting alongside their
leaders. The armoury is mighty —
stones, bullets, and words.

The current uprising has a secular
character, led by Yasser Arafat’s
dominant group in the Palestine

By SUJATA ASHWARYA CHEEMA

Liberation Organisation — Fatah
— unlike the previous intifada,
which had a strong Islamic element.
However, political Islamic elements
are involved in suicide bombings in-
side Israel — tactics they perfected
during the previous uprising. The
Fatah radicals have finally run out
of patience with Yasser Arafat’s for-
mal renunciation of terrorism. West
Bank Fatah leader Marwan
Barghuti has vowed to keep the in-
tifada going even if Arafat orders it
to stop. The leadership of Fatah is
indicated by the fact that ATafat’s
elite Force 17 security service, Fatah
tanzim (armed guards) and Pales-
tinian Authority Preventive Securi-
ty Force, which Israel regards as
breeding grounds for ‘terrorists’,
have been the targets of Israeli raids
and commando operations.
Significantly, the ‘Israeli Arabs’
have firmly asserted their ‘Palestini-
anism’ in the ongoing uprising — as
they had done in the late 1970s to

= IN BRIEF

o Intifada i reveals the Palestinian
disenchantment with the peace
process

@ Israel has stepped up violence
against Palestinians

o The US hands-off policy makes
de-escalation unlikely

protest large-scale confiscation of
Arab land by the Israeli govern-
ment. The imperfect sympathies
that they displayed towards the pre-
vious uprising have been supplant-
ed by open participation and they
have been accused of constituting a
fifth column. Israeli forces have
fired on them and at least 13 have
died. The intifada has thus expand-
ed into the territory of Israel.

Sharon’s government, meanwhile,
has taken a ‘pro-active’ policy to-
wards violence. Sharon has dealt
ruthlessly with Palestinian violence
but increasingly escalated Israeli vio-
lence against Palestinian civilian and
military targets. He has increased the
use of tanks, helicopters and heavy
automatic rifle fire against Palestini-
ans. In recent weeks, Israel has used
surface-to-surface missiles to bom-
bard Gaza. The military strategy, ac-
cording to Israeli government offi-
cials, combines classic elements of
anti-guerrilla strategy with limited
warfare, a small version of tactics
dating back to the Vietnam war:
sending messages through destruc-
tion and killing.

A further elucidation of this poli-
cy has been given by Israeli’s deputy
prime minister Sil van Shalom: “We
will no longer be content with retali-

ating, as was Ehud Barak’s previous
administration, but we will initiate
operations.” The Israeli bombing of
Syrian installation in Lebanon is an
example of this policy. Further, Is-
rael’s bulldozing of Palestinian
refugee camps in Gaza “to
eliminate the base for Palestinian
fighters” is not only presumptuous
but also a manifestation of
Sharon’s hard-line policy and
uncompromising posture.

The new US administration has
‘disengaged’ itself from the conflict,
giving Israel the go-ahead to spurn
negotiations. President George W
Bush has backed the Israeli posi-
tion: “First and foremost, the vio-
lence must stop”. Sharon has made
talks conditional upon the end of
Palestinian violence, whereas the
objective conditions for cessation of
violence hardly exist. Isn’t it unreal-
istic to expect a substantial de-esca-
lation in the absence of any negotia-
tion or consultation between the
two parties? In addition, Sharon’s
move to establish 708 new Jewish
settlements in the West Bank by
‘thickening’ the existing ones is ex-
tremely provocative.

The hands-off policy of the USis
manifested in its response to Israel’s
repeated violation of the Oslo ac-
cord and international law and bru-
tal repression of the uprising. Colin
Powell has ‘censured’ Israel for “ex-
cessive use of force” and the State
Department has just managed to is-
sue a innocuous statement that re-
peated raids into Gaza “undermine
efforts to defuse the situation
and bring an end to the violence
and escalation”.

One of the foremost accomplish-
ments of the first intifada was to
demonstrate the futility of a military
solution. This was made evident by
the resoluteness of the Palestinian
population in taking on the mighti-
est army in West Asia (by the sheer
weight of hurled stones). All signs
point towards the fact that the pop-
ulation is willing to brave difficult
circumstances once again. With the
likelihood of an outside force inter-
vening to improve the situation hav-
ing gradually withered, the Palestin-
ian sense of isolation and abandon-
ment is complete. Unlike 1993,
Palestinians are now unwilling to
buy exalted statements about an era
of peace, security and regional co-
operation through a peace process.
The population, this time, is not
ready to allow the leadership a free
hand in investing the outcome of
this second intifada in a form that
will reproduce the Oslo imbroglio.
The present round of violence, thus,~
is unlikely to end with any nebulgus,
interim agreement.
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FROM HOWARD GOLLER

Jerusalem, May 27 (Reuters):
Palestinian militants set off two
car bombs in Jerusalem today, in-
juring up to four people and ham-
pering a US envoy’s mission to
end eight months of Israeli-Pales-
tinian violence.

The bombings came hours
after Muslim states agreed at the
end of a meeting in Qatar to
sever political contacts with Is-
rael “so long as the aggression
and blockade against the Pales-
tinian people and its national
Authority continues”.

The new envoy, William
Burns, condemned the bombings
and told reporters he had urged
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat to “do everything possible
tostop such attacks” during a two-
hour meeting in the West Bank
city of Ramallah.

The bombs blew up 200 metres
and nine hours apart.

One exploded minutes after
midnight in a bar district packed

young Israelis and the other
at 9 a.m off a main shopping street
ahead of the Jewish festival of
Shavuot commemorating the re-
ceiving of the biblical Ten Com-
mandments.

The later one was loaded with
mortar bombs which flew over
rooftops, landing unexploded on a
porch and in a public park hun-
dreds of metres away.

Palestinian militant groups
claimed responsibility for the two
blasts. Police said two to four peo-
ple were hurt by glass shards in
the second blast, claimed by the [s-
lamic Jihad group.

“I was selling bagels when all
of a sudden I heard two strong ex-
plosions and four small ones. Peo-
ple started running,” said Noah
Goldberg, who was working at a
coffee shop when the morning
blast occurred.

Officials ascribed the lack of
serious casualties to luck. Both
blasts occurred near the main city
police station.

“The streets were empty as it

“Twin b/ ts rogk\lérael

was only nine o'clock in the mor
ing,” police spokesman Shmue:
Ben-Ruby said after the second ex-
plosion. The bombs dealt a blow to
a bid by the US, the traditional
broker in West Asia peacemak-
ing, to coax Israelis and Palestini-
ans into halting the bloodshed,

Burns, the assistant secretary
of state-designate for Near East-
ern Affairs, met Arafat at his West
Bank headquarters and said he
would urge Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon in Jerusalem later in the
day not to retaliate for the bomb-
ings.

“I'll certainly encourage Israel
to continue its policy of restraint,”
he told reporters, adding both
sides had to make the effort to re-
vive peacemaking in the face of
eight months of violence.

Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials said they did not expect an
immediate breakthrough.
Statements by botjr sides on the
eve of the meetipgs offered little
hope they wer¢/clgber to ending
hostilities.
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/ q/ﬁ’EST ASIA / QATAR FOR ‘PRACTICAL STEPS' AGAINST JEWISH STATE

" Isolate Israel, Arafat urges mc“’W{

DOHA (QATAR), MAY 26. The Palestinian Presi-
dent, Mr Yasser Arafat, on Saturday made an
emotional appeal to Muslim states to isolate
Israel, which he accused of using depleted
uranium weapons and poison gas against Pal-
estinians in eight months of violence. But Mr.
Arafat, addressing an emergency meeting of
the Foreign Ministers of the 56-member Orga-
nisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in
Qatar, also made a fresh call for a resumption
of peace talks with the Jewish state.

“There are the monstrous massacres
against our unarmed people carried out by
missiles and bombs from F-16 warplanes,
Apache helicopters, tanks and artillery,” he
told the one-day meeting, which was called at
his request. ' Their missiles and international-
ly prohibited bombs, including depleted ura-
nium, poison gases, and radioactive material
used against our Palestinian people...,” Mr.
Arafat said. The Emir of Qatar, hosting the
talks, opened the meeting by urging the OIC to
take practical steps against Israel, not tradi-
tional statements of condemnation “which
are no longer sufficient”.

Mr. Arafat told the Ministers “‘the danger...
is grave... it cannot be stopped by statements
of denunciation, condemnation and censure.
There is no way but to take a firm stand that
puts aggression and the aggressors in shack-
les...” The Palestinians are asking OIC mem-
bers to freeze ties with Israel until it stops
attacks on Palestinians, in line with action tak-
en by the Arab League last week. Mr. Arafat
also wants the OIC, the world’s largest Muslim
organisation, to provide strong moral and fi-
nancial backing for the intifada, or uprising,
and to lobby the United States and other big
powers to press Israel to return to peace nego-
tiations, delegates said.

Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa al-
Thani, appealed to the U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, to force Israel to stop the fight-
ing, in which more than 560 people, mainly

Palestinians, have been killed since the up-
rising agaj#aSt Israeli occupation erupted last

The Péléstimanﬁuthority Presuiéﬁt, Mr. fassr Arafat‘("r.ight) chats with
the Secretary-General of the Arab League, Mr. Amr Mussa, of Egypt in
Doha on Saturday. — AFP

September. "It is necessary (for Bush) to in-
tervene immediately to put an end to this
worsening situation, it is no longer acceptable
to remain silent. (Bush has) to pressure the
[sraeli Government to force it to stop its ag-
gression and return unconditionally to the ba-
sis of the peace process...,” he said.

The Emir also demanded that an OIC team
visit the United Nations and world powers to
push for a U.N. protection force for the Pal-
estinians — an idea raised by the group at a
summit in Doha in November but rejected by
Israel.

The Palestinian Minister for International
Cooperation, Mr. Nabil Shaath, said before the
meeting: “We are demanding resolutions that
can be implemented. We have to enforce the
isolation of the Government of (Israeli Prime

Minister) Ariel Sharon, which is launching a
dirty, crazy war on the Palestinian people.”
Mr. Shaath said OIC members should follow
the Arab League’s lead and freeze all political
contacts with Israel until it halts attacks on
Palestinians and "‘abides by a real initiative for
peace built on the Mitchell report and the Jor-
danian-Egyptian proposal”.

The Arab League, whose 22 members also
belong to the OIC, called last week in Cairo for
a freeze on political contacts with Israel but
stopped short of breaking diplomatic rela-
tions. Meanwhile, in Washington, Arab-
American community leaders have been told
by White House officials that Israel's use of
U.S.-made weapo ‘under serious in-
vestigation,”’ th American Institute said.
— Reuters




US shuttle diplomacy -

in pipeline for W A51a

~ W\
Jerusalem, May 26 \/\

ISRAELIS AND Palestinians
faced growing international
pressure on Saturday to put a
halt to eight months of blood-
shed as the United States pre-
pared a new round of shuttle
diplomacy to defuse the conflict.

William Burns, the new US
envoy for the Middle East, was
due to hold separate meetings
with Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat on Sun-
day, a US embassy official said.

The visit will mark a new
level of involvement by the
administration of President
Bush, who had adopted a lower
profile in Middle East peace-
making than his predecessor,
Bill Clinton.

Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell urged both sides to exercise
restraint, and European Union
foreign policy chief Javier
Solana called on them to “revive
hope and trust and return to the
peace process.”

Palestinian leaders on Satur-
day appealed to members of the
world’s largest Muslim organi-
sation, holding emergency talks
in Qatar, for financial and polit-
ical help for their uprising
against Israeli occupation.

"We have to enforce the isola-
tion of the Government of Ariel
Sharon, which is launching a
dirty, crazy war on the Palestin-
ian people,” Palestinian Inter-
national Cooperation Minister
Nabil Shaath said.

On the eve of a new US diplo-
matic initiative, there were few
signs the two sides were any
closer to ending their hostili-
ties, which have claimed more
than 500 lives since peace talks
broke down last September.

Two Palestinians blew them-
selves up in a suicide bombing
that injured 67 people in the cen-
tral Israeli town of Hadera on
Friday just hours after a truck

| groom, Assi Sror, just before

WEARY EMERGENCY workers are still scouring the rubble gf a
collapsed banquet hall in west Jerusalem, searching for signs of
life beneath tonnes of debris from Israel’s worst civil disaster. |
Police said at least 23 people have been killed and 300 injured |
when the upper-level dance tloor of the Versailles hall disinte-
grated under the feet of wedding guests on Thursday night and |
plunged to the building’s lower storeys. Up to 15 people are still i
missing. ;
After working through the |
night, officials said they had |
not given up hope of finding
survivors even though sniffer |
dogs and detection equipment
had failed to locate anyone still
alive in the shattered building.
“We are still hopeful of finding
people. It could take a couple
¥ more days, maybe less until we
reach the bottom floor,” Army
spokesman Adir Haruvi said.
“By last night we reached the
second floor and we will keep
going till we reach the bottom
seeroto  @ven if we are sure there is no
Video grab of the bride Keren® one alive,” he said. A large con-
being kissed by possibly the veyor belt ran non-stop, churn-
ing dirt and debris from the inte-
rior of the wrecked building.
Workers used shovels to sift for
remains of victims. Prime Minister Ariel Sharon called the col-
lapse a “national disaster™ and said his Cabinet would consider
an official inquiry into the worst civil catastrophe in the coun-
try’s 53-year history. Cranes and electric saws were being used to |
break down hanging fragments of steel and flooring, while other
workers cleared debris manually.

the collapse.

Reuters, Jerusalem

driver died carrying out an
attack against an Israeli army
outpost in the Gaza Strip.

After nightfall, an activist
with an armed group within
President Yasser Arafat's Fatah
faction was killed and several
others seriously wounded when
their car exploded in the West
Bank town of Nablus.

A Palestinian source said the
men had a bag of grenades in
the car and one of the devices
detonated by accident. But the
Palestinian Authority accused

Israel of carrying out an “assas-
sination”,

Gunmen fired assault rifles
in the air as thousands turned
out in an angry funeral proces-
sion for 25-year-old Azzam
Mizher, who was wanted by
Israeli forces.

The Israeli army said it
played no role in the car explo-
sion. Palestinians have accused
Israel of carrying out execu..
tion-style killings of key lead
of their revolt.

uters
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A SUICIDE truck bomber blew
himself up near an Israeli army
outpost in Gaza strip on Friday,
and Israeli forces retaliated by
shelling a Palestinian police sta-
tion.

About 14 people were injured
in the bombing. The Islamic
militant organisation Hamas
claimed responsibility for the
attack, saying the truck driver
who died in the blast was trying
to “avenge Israeli crimes”
against the Palestinian people.

The latest round of violence
has all but drowned out a call
for a cease-fire issued on Tues-
day night by Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon, a proposal
that Palestinian leaders have
dismissed as a propaganda ploy.

The booby-trapped truck
exploded after it came under
Israeli fire on a road connecting
the heavily fortified Jewish set-
tlement of Netzarim to Karni, a
Gaza crossing to Israel.

The Israeli army said the dri-
ver of the truck had ignored
instructions to stop and instead
sped toward the outpost. It said
soldiers fired warnings shots
before shooting directly at the
truck.

But Palestinian officials said
an Israeli tank shell hit the vehi-
cle. The Army said no soldiers
were hurt in the explosion.
After the blast, Israeli tanks
opened fire on a nearby Pales-
tinian police post, destroying it
and injuring four policemen,
Palestinian officials said.

The Israeli army said it
“removed” the Palestinian post
only after police fired first at
Israeli soldiers.

Witnesses said Israeli forces
then thrust about 700 yards into

Gaza, May 25
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AP PHOTO

Israeli soldiers stand by a burning truck at the Netzarim Junction in
Gaza Strip with an Israeli army post in the background, on Friday.

a Palestinian-controlled area
and cut off the Palestinians’
only North-South road through
the heart of the Gaza Strip.

Israel has made several brief
incursions into the Palestinian-
ruled territory since a Palestin-
ian uprising against Israeli
occupation erupted in Septem-
ber after peace talks dead-
locked.

At least 447 Palestinians, 87
Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs
have been killed in revolt, which
has raged mostly in the West

Bank and Gaza Strip.
Continued violence has
raised doubts about the

prospects for halting the con-
frontation after a US-led inter-
national commission urged the
two sides to stop the fighting.

For one Palestinian in a Gaza
refugee camp, death came on
Thursday in the shape of a
silent Israeli bullet. The 18-year-
old, who was deaf, did not hear a
gun battle raging around him
when he was shot outside his
house, witnesses said.

Hours later, Israeli soldiers
shot dead a 15-year-old Palestin-
ian during an incursion into the
Canada refugee camp in Gaza, a
Palestinian official said.

Reuters
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A \g\'\) \ll By Kesava Menon A
MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 24. Israeli
forces today shot down a civilian air-
craft that had taken off from Beirut,
killing the Lebanese pilot. Two very
different versions of this episode have
heen put out by either side. The oc-
currence of this mcident on the day
after the first anniversary of Israel’s
withdrawal from Lebanon  comes
amidst a heated debate in Israel over
the signilicance of that vear-old devel-
opment.

According to Lebanese authorities
investigating the incident, a 43-vear-
old traince pilot had taken off from
the Beirut airport while his instructor
was still on the ground. Efforts to
block the plane before take-off were
unsuccessful and the plane, a Cessna,
was tracked on rvadar as it headed
southwards to the town of Sidon. (The
Beirut airport runway has a north-
south alignment and a plane taking
off from it would be overflying Sidon
within minutes). Lebanese authorities
said their radar had tracked two Israeli
aircraft closing in on the Cessna and
that their plane disappeared off the
screen after a short while.

The Israeli version of the incident is
that the plance had crossed into its air-
space and was flving over the coast-
line from laifa to Tel Aviv. Israeli
fighter planes were said to have closed

ﬂsrael shoots down Lebanese plane

in on the Cessna and they tried to es-
tablish radio links and signalled him
to land. But the Cessna pilot ignored
all the instructions including a warn-
ing shot across the nose of the plane
and left the Israeli fighter pilots with
o choice but shoot it down.
The downed aircraft fell about 30
km north of Tel Aviv. [srael said it had
legitimate fears that the pilot might
have been on a suicide mission.
Given the rhetoric from Hizbollah
(the Lebanese Shia militant organisa-
tion), the tense situation along the Is-
rael- Lebanon border and the ongoing
violence in the Palestinian territories,
the Israeli fears do appear to be genu-
ine. Provided, of course, that their ver-
sion that the plane had crossed over
into their territory is the correct one.
Israeli aircraft overfly Lebanon with
impunity and the Lebanese version
that their plane had been intercepted
within their airspace need not be
wrong. Whichever might have been
the point of interception, the identity
of the pilot makes it quite unlikely that
he was on a suicide mission.
Lebanese authorities have said that
the doomed pilot was a Armenian citi-
zen of Lebanon. The Armenians in Le-
banon, a business community, have
managed to keep themselves out of all
the conflict that have ravaged that
country and this community (which
has a presence in Israel as well) has

hardly been noted for its militancy.
From the available information, this
episode appears to be a pure personal
tragedy which might have occurred
because the trainee pilot panicked.

The tragedy is also attributable to
the hostility and suspicion between
Israel and Lebanon that continues de-
spite Israel’s withdrawal from south-
ern lebanon a year ago. That
withdrawal is still a topic of hot debate
within lsrael although nothing can
now be done to reverse it. The right-
wing in Israel continues to decrv the
withdrawal as a criminal mistake.

They believe and propagate that by
unilaterally withdrawing from Leba-
non, Israel gave the impression to its

enemies that it had lost its deterrent '

power. This impression, in turn, en-

couraged the Palestinians to resort to :
violence since they drew the conclu- .

sion that Israel would eventually suc-
cumb just as it had succumbed to
Hizbollah.

The left wing in Israel does not en-
tirely dispute the connection between |

the withdrawal from Lebanon and the .

Palestinian belief in Israeli vulnerabil-
ity. But, they still maintain that the
withdrawal was inevitable and that by
decreasing its commitments, the Is-

raeli army was better able to deal with '

the Palestinian uprising.
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West Asia:
Let us
imagine
there will

be peace ¢
By MAI’:{;/:Z;ILB;SBI%I\A\RA

'n spite of the continuing
violence, Isracli and
Palestinian delegations
reached on an agreement -

on ending a century-old con.
flict at a peace negotiation
held in Paris. After sleepless
nights, the two sides agreed on
several guiding prineiples.
Jerusalem would be an open
city, capital of two states, with
Israeli sovereignty in West
Jerusalem and Palestinian
sovereignty in the East. Free
trade, open borders and com-
plementary economic policies
were underlined as ways to
foster confidence and cooper-
ation.

erhaps it is facile to

place importance on the

success of these simulat-
ed negotiations at the Ameri-
can University of Paris, where
I teach. However, it is signifi-
cant that a deal was reached
simply because the students
realised they had to base it on
justice. They were confronted
with the same dilemma that
continues to haunt Israelis
and Palestinians 53 years
after the founding of Israel:
What does one prescribe to
the 4.5 million Jews and
almost 4 million Palestinians
fighting over the land of
Palestine/ Israel, considering
that in the 21st century nei-
ther colonialism nor a form of
apartheid is a credible option?
Separating the two peoples in
two sovereign and viable
states was the immediate
answer. The Israeli delegation
recognised 95 per cent of the
West Bank and all of Gaza as
Palestinjan territory and

acknowledged the “right of
return” Tor Palestinian . “’E AStAN AGE
refugees. The two sides agreed -
that though the refugees
would return primarily to the
Palestinian state, 350,000
could return to Israel over a
five-year period. o
The Palestinian delegation : o
accepted Israeli annexation of
four blocks of settlements on
the Green Line, in return for
comparable land around Gaza,
while Israel agreed to evacuate
the rest of the settlements.
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y students were '
transformed by the
negotiating process.

Michelle, an American Jewish
student who had-enrotted in -
the class to deal with fears left
over from her last visitto ™
Jerusalem, was empowered by
her reconciliation with Amir,
an Iranian student whose own
psychological barriers were
brought down. Consistent and
_bold in the defence of their
causes, the students searched
vigorously for ways to bridge
their differences. As these
simulated negotiations were
drawing to a close, the Ameri-
can-led Mitchell Commission,
_after five months of investi-
gating the roots of the ongoing
violence, called for an imme-
diate freeze on Israeli settle-
ments. This recommendation
is also underlined in the
recently launched Egyptian-
Jordanian peace initiative.
The Palestinian leader, Yass-
er Arafat, has accepted both.
So have most Israelis, accord-
ing to the Israeli daily Yediot
“Ahronot, but not Prime Minis-
" ter Ariel Sharon. He has reject-
‘ed halting settlement activity,
proposing instead $400 million
for further expansion.

he Palestinian uprising

is mainly motivated by

settlement expansion,
but Mr Sharon’s response to it
has been limited to increasing
Israeli firepower and tighten-
ing the siege of Palestinian ter-
ritories — which has only
escalated the violence. Absent
from my class, Israel’s leader
missed the basic lesson that
war, contrary to the Clause-
witz doctrine, is not diplomacy
by other means. If Mr
Sharon’s logic continues to tri-
umph, the Israeli-Palestinian
dilenima will haunt West Asia
for many more years, and
many more will die in vain.
By grrangement with the
v —gtional Hevald Tribune




" NEW CROSS-CURRENTS IN WEST ASIA

A COL ECTIVE SHOW of political unity by the
Araby ~tates over the basic Palestinian question is
thelr direct answer to Israel’s act of sending F-16
comba wiroralt onoa bombing mission over a
terriiory that had already been entrusted to the
Palestnan~ under an earlier understanding. The
decision bn the Ayab League Foreign Ministers to
obseryve a political boycott of Israel ts quite un-
usuai oven by the polemical standards of West
Asia = proionged diplomatic standoff between
the Jewish <tate and its neighbours. On this oc-
casioin the evocative mood of Arab solidarity has
been tade possible on this scale by a singular
act of war-like rage by tsrael’s ultra-nationalist
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon. He ordered the
U.S-supplied F-16s to pound a security post
within the perimeters of the acknowledged Pal-
estintan territory. The raid, the first involving
fighter planes in that sub-region for a number of
vears, was decreed in explicit retaliation for a
suicide -hombing ottack by an extremist Arab
aroup mside the domain of the Jewish state. For
the grivrecord of cvelical West Asian terror, the
tsvaelt i stoke e question claimed far more
seady inves dhan the aumber of Jews killed in the
cactier saicice-hombing. it the thinking of the
prataganists of N Sharon's show ot force,
iberein lies e purported message that the Jew-
ish state, which is widely believed to command
an overwhelming military strength in the region,
cannot be trifled with. The sub-text of the mess-
age is that retributive force will be used to sub-
due anv escalatorv militant move by the
‘rebellious’ Palestinians — a Jewish label for
those seeking legitimate political and civil rights.

Israel and its adjoining Arab territories have
thus been turned into a battleground for theories
of violence by the Jewish military supremacists
as also the Palestinian votaries of unbridled
angst. Almost inexorably lost as a result is the
fragile peace process. The fading moves towards
peace in West Asia were set in motion by the

United States, in nominal conjunction with Rus-
sia (with its recessive influence of the Soviet vin-
tage) and by Norway (as a facilitator) in the early
1990s. The peace process later reached its zenith
at one stage during the presidency of Mr. Bill
Clinton in the U.S. The prime diplomatic ques-
tion now in West Asia is whether the present
Bush administration in Washington will decide
to play either a facilitator or a mediator gt both
in respect of at least the Israel-Palesting’track of

the layered peace process. \AQ A

For'th ent now, the U.S. is echoing the
latest Mitchall Commission's report by counsel-
ling the Israelis\and Palestinians to give up vio-
lence and discuss modalities of meeting their
expectations of security before beginning ‘final
status’ talks to crack the political puzzle over
full-fledged Palestinian statehood. The U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has of course
hinted at the possibility of a more activist diplo-
matic role by Washington if warranted. The U.S.-
sponsored document deals with some of the is-
sues at stake including Israel’s practices of
establishing and safeguarding controversial Jew-
ish settlements. The report has in fast induced
Mr. Sharon to float the idea of a truce. But Wash-
ington, which alone seems to possess the diplo-
matic wherewithal to make a positive difference
to the current crisis in West Asia, must first sort
out America’s own priorities, given especially its
perceived preoccupation with toppling Iraq’s
ruler, Mr. Saddam Hussein, in the same region.
Assuming importance, as a result, is the scope
for diplomatic intervention by Egypt and Jordan,
two Arab states which variously made ‘“‘peace”
with Israel over time, in regard to the Palestine
issue. However, the latest decision by the Arab
League can only diminish the chances of a new
Egypt-Jordan initiative. Both being privy to the
League’s move, their sense of indignation is the
defining Arab mood today.

-/
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Jerusalem, May 23 t/Q v
ISRAELIS AND Palestinians
were waiting to see if eight
months of violence would wind
down after Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon called for a ceasefire but
rejected a key recommendation
from an international commis-
sion.

At a televised news confer-
ence on Tuesday, Sharon
appealed to the Palestinians. “I
call tonight for a total truce in
the area, and I say again here
that if the Palestinians accept
this proposal to stop the fire, we
will immediately stop the fire,”
he said.

However, a senior Palestinian
official said Sharon’s call was
just part of the Israeli plan to
continue occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza strip.

Ahmed Abdel Rahman, an
aide to Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat, said, “we reject every-
thing Sharon said about a cease-
fire.”

In Washington, White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer wel-
comed Sharon’s call. He said it is
“vital that the parties in the

S \I\'e

region unequi
and call for alceéssation of the
violence.” Fleidgcher said US
President George Bush would
“welcome a similar statement”
from Arafat.

Following Sharon’s appeal,
Israeli Defence  Minister
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer ordered
the Israeli army to stop all firing
except “when life is in
danger.”

In a statement, Ben-Eliezer
called on the Palestinians to
“immediately stop violence and
terrorism as a first step toward
a return to the negotiating
table” in keeping with the report
of the commission, headed by
ex-US Senator George Mitchell.
The report was published in
New York on Monday.

However, Sharon rejected a
key recommendation of the
commission — a total freeze on
construction in Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. He said his Govern-
ment had agreed not to build
new settlements, but allowed
construction to meet the needs
of the Israelis already living in
the West Bank and Gaza.

Critics of Sharon’s settlement
policy said there are already

thousands of empty apart-
ments in the settlements. By
rejecting the construction
freeze, Sharon was playing
games with the commission
report, said Dovish parliamen-
tary opposition leader Yossi
Sarid.

“This is just a pose of accept-
ing the Mitchell report while
removing all its content,” he
told Israel television.

After meeting Arafat, UN
Middle East envoy Terje Larsen
said an Israeli settlement freeze
would be “one of the most
important confidence-building
measures,” and it would help
Arafat “cool down the situa-
tion.”

Palestinian Information Min-
ister Yasser Abed Rabbo said the
findings of the commission
must be implemented as a pack-
age deal. He called for an inter-
national summit meeting to set
up a “mechanism to implement
the recommendations.”

In his statement late Tuesday,
referring to Sharon’s news con-
ference remarks, Abed Rabbo

ject Sharon truce call

did not mention Sharon’s call for
a ceasefire. Sharon said he
accepted the Mitchell Commis-
sion formula of a ceasefire, fol-
lowed by a cooling-off period,
confidence-building measures
and finally, peace negotiations.

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi-
mon Peres said the Mitchell
report should be adopted as it is,
and negotiations should begin
soon. “This should happen in
the next few days. Otherwise the
value of the report will dissi-
pate,” Peres said.

At the news conference,
sharon said that Yasser Arafat’s
Palestinian authority is acting
like a terror organisation. He
said Israel “must relate to it as a
terror group” until it stops plan-
ning and carrying out attacks
against Israel.

But Abdel Rahman said
Israel’s moves are designed to
continue its occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza.

“The Palestinian people’s
response to the continuing
aggression is to move forward
with the intefadeh (uprising),”
he said, “to defend themselve
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MIi ELL REPORT / POWELL DE-EMPHASISES RECIPROCITY

By Kesava Menon ¢

MANAMA, MAY 22. The United
States’ Secretary of State, Gen.
Colin Powell, has tried to please
Israelis and Palestinians, and
himself, as one analyst has wryly
noted, in his response to the re-
port of the Mitchell Committee.

On Monday, this international
committee, under the chairman-
ship of the former U.S. Senator,
Mr. George Mitchell, submitted
its findings and recommenda-
tions based on its enquiry into the
seven-month-long uprising in the
Palestinian territories. The re-
sponses to the report submitted
by the Palestinian Authority and
the Israeli Government were ap-
pended to the main document.

A major feature of the Mitchell
report was that it drew a linkage
between Palestinian violence and
the Israeli policy of building in
settlements in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. It endorsed the con-
sensus among neutral observers
that the building activity in the
settlements is considered a major
and continuous provocation by
the Palestinians and that the vio-
lence is attributable to this to a
large extent.

In expressing his views on the
report yesterday, Gen. Powell
seemed to de-emphasise this
linkage. He stressed that the first
step must be a cessation of the
violence, suggesting thereby that
a simultaneous announcement
by Israel that it was freezing
building activity in the settle-
ments was not required. Howev-
er, Gen. Powell did point out that
there had been and were differ-
ences between the U.S. and Israel
over the settlement policy.

Gen. Powell has also constitu-
ted a three-member panel, con-
sisting of the U.S. Ambassadors to
jordan and Israel and the Consul
General in Jerusalem, to explore
the ways by which a cease-fire
can be brought about. From the
remarks he made at a briefing, it
was also amply clear that he
would neither involve himself nor
ask his diplomats to look into oth-
er aspects such as the setting out
of confidence-building measures
or the prospects for re-starting
negotiations on substantive is-
sues till a complete cease-fire was
in place.

Gen. Powell did not spell out
the specific steps that either side
should take to make a cease-fire
effective. But he did stress the
need for both sides to respect all
agreements that they have struck
between them. The last such
agreement was struck at the
Egyptian town of Taba after the
intifada had begun and it did
spell out the measures that each
side must take. The Palestinian
Authority must take steps to curb
the militants among its public
and Israel must move its military

Palestinian schoolgirls walk past a youth throwing stones at
Israeli soldiers with a slingshot during clashes in Hebron on
Tuesday. — AFP |

back from its current positions at
the edge of Palestinian controlled
areas so that there is a large phys-
ical gap between them and the
Palestinians.

When the three-member com-
mittee begins contacting the two
sides, the Palestinians are bound
to insist that Israel re- deploy its
forces while Israel is bound to re-
spond that they cannot do so as
long as there is a threat of attacks
being launched at Israeli troops
and civilians from the Palestinian
areas. Neither side is likely to
budge till the U.S. forces them
and it is not clear whether the
three-member team has been
mandated to hold out threats or
blandishments.

An Israeli Government that has
insisted that it would be tanta-
mount to rewarding terrorism
and violence if it were made to
take any step such as freezing set-
tlements before the violence has
ceased, has reason to be pleased

to the committee’s report. It

w-“Israel the initial gainer

to regard settlement building ac-
tivity as a “‘unilateral step” that
fits the description).

So long as there is no cease-firg#
Israel is free to spurn the nego-
tiating track. This is an opening
that would be welcomed with rel-
ish by Israel’'s Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, and his hawkish col-
leagues who have no desire to ne-
gotiate with the Palestinians and
are probably hoping that the con-
tinual attritional costs of the up-
rising will finally make the
Palestinian soften their demands.
That too is wishful thinking.

Unless the three-member com-
mittee can pull the rabbit out of
the hat, Gen. Powell will either
have to get his hands dirty early or
have them get singed as the re- |

gion slips into a worse c}ﬂag}d- ;
tion.

-

at Gen. Powell's initial response

would also note with pleasure

that Gen. Powell did not even
make use of the opening that Is-
rael’'s dovish Foreign Minister,
Mr. Shimon Peres, provided
through his offer to stop the ex-
propriation of more Palestinian
land for settlements. (Gen. Powell
did call on both sides not to take

unilateral steps, a phrase that U.S.

diplomacy has often used to con-
demn settlement building activ-
ity, but Israel has always refused

w?
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W. ASIA / VIOLENCE STEPPED UP

- Israeli action
{ fraught with
danger

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 21. Over
the seven months and more in
which the Palestinian uprising
has been raging, one name that
has hardly ever been mentioned
is that of Mr. Jibril Rajoub, the
powerful head of the preventive
security forces in the West Bank.

Israel has repeatedly accused
the Palestinian security leader-
ship and the political {eadership,
of course, of having instigated
and orchestrated the uprising and
they have never hesitated to
name names but have hardly ever
mentioned that of Mr. Rajoub.
Then last night, all of a sudden,
the Israelis lobbed tank shells into
Mr. Rajoub’s bedroom moments
after he had vacated it.

Senior Israeli officers and mil-
itary analysts in the know have
stated that there was no intention
to assassinate Mr. Rajoub. Sur-
prisingly enough, given the acute
sense of suspicion and recrimina-
tion that prevails all around, Mr.
Rajoub too has said that he did
not think the Israelis had made
him a target. If anything, these
statements show that the situa-
tion is even more dangerous than
otherwise thought since it raises
the possibility of a catastrophe
due to inadvertence. Mr. Rajoub
might have escaped last night but
what if a shell or a bullet were to
strike down either him or some
other well-known and well-re-
spected figure in the Palestinian
leadership.

In the Israeli statements deny-
ing the intention to target Mr. Ra-
joub there are strong references
to the fact that Mr. Rajoub is one
Palestinian security chief who has
been displaying a great deal of re-
straint. He has more or less kept
the personnel of his forces from
getting involved in the fighting

and has prevented Palestinian
gunmen from using residential
areas as their fire bases in the ar-
eas under his control. The Israelis :
never seem to have had the occa-
sion to express anger at Mr. Ra-
joub quite unlike the case with his
counterpart in the Gaza Strip, Mr.
Mohammed Dahlan, who was
even brought under [sraeli fire on
one occasion.

For some weeks now the Israe-
lis have been following a proac-
tive policy. They are no longer
content with retaliating after a
Palestinian attack but are making
incursions into Palestinian terri-
tory and demolishing sites that
could be used as fire bases or hit-
ting Palestinians who they believe
might be preparing some sort of
action. Discretion to act in such
manner has been delegated to ju-
nior officers and is no longer
strictly controlled by the higher
military and political echelons.

According to the reports, the ju-
nior officer who ordered the shell-
ing of Mr. Rajoub’s house last
night did not know that it was in-
deed the residence of the preven-
tive security chief.

What makes the situation even
more dangerous is the complexity
of the power structure within the
Palestinian Authority. There is
supposedly a political line of suc-
cession to the Presidency of the
Authority should anything hap-
pen to Mr. Yasser Arafat. Butitisa
virtual certainty that whichever of
the Palestinian chieftains has the
most gunmen will effectively rule
the Authority if Mr. Arafat is no
longer around to restrain the am-
bitions.

Both Mr. Rajoub and Mr. Dah-
lan figure prominently in such
calculations. Anything, including
fratricidal warfare, could break

out if either ofyn is assassinat-
ed.

P

‘R‘\,} ;E B




- decisive

"’L/
Mltchell Commission wants end to violence

By Sridhar Knshnaswamfhg

WASHINGTON, MAY 21. At a time
when the international community
is anxiously looking at the recent
developments in West Asia, the
Mitchell Commission has issued a
set of recommendations, with the
former Senator calling for an end
to the eight-month cycle of vio-
lence and reprisals. And the Bush
administration has echoed this
view, with the Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, calling for an
‘“unconditional” end to the vio-
lence. “It will keep getting worse
unless the Government of Israel
and the Palestinians take swift and
actions/” Mr. George

itchell said. The mmission,
which was establish¢d as a part of
the ceasefire brokerdd last October
but one that never replly did get off
the ground, has callgd for a num-
ber of steps, includirtg the jailing of
terrorists by the Palestinians and a
freeze on all Jewish settlements.

“Given the high level of hostility
and mistrust, the timing and se-
quence of these steps are obviously
crucial. We urge them to begin the
process... immediately,” the Com-
mission has said. The report is
coming at a time when there is
genuine concern in the region and
elsewhere of events spiralling out
of control; and the criticism in

some quarters of the Bush admin-
istration not willing to take a direct
charge of the goings on.

The Bush administration is not
willing to see the Mitchell Commis-
sion findings and report as an al-
ternative to the existing policy;
rather, something that will facili-
tate an end to the cycle of violence
in that part of the world. Gen. Po-
well, at the State Department, ar-
gued that with the Mitchell
Commission’s findings there is no

change in the peace plan and that

the onus was on the leadershi
the region. One of the
issues has been
constructig

the West Bank and
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the Gaza, with the Mitchell Com-
mission of the firm view that such
constructions must cease. Israel
has long argued that such con-
structions are necessary to keep
pace with population growth. Mr.
Mitchell and others on the panel
had spent a lot of time in the re-
gion, including trying to get at the
roots of the violence.

The Palestinians have agreed to
the panel’s findings and are urging
the Republican administration to
have them as a basis for the re-
sumption of the dialogue. Israel is
also in agreement with the report
except for the portion calling for
the freeze on constructions.
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%V( |l use everything at our disposal to protect Israell citizens: Sharon

West Bank security chief
“hurt in Israeli attack

ASSOCI JED PRESS

RAMAL , May 20. ~ A West
Bank security chief was slight-
ly wounded in an Israeli tank
attack on his house today, after
the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr
Ariel Sharon, defended his de-
cision to use warplanes against
Palestinian targets.

Mr Rajoub’s house was hit by
tank shells and badly damaged.
Witnesses said one shell explo-

| ded inside the house and two

landed outside. Later, he said:
“This is a new criminal attack
against me and my family. But

. T don’t think this is an assassi-

nation attempt on my life.”
But the Palestinian informa-

tion minister, Mr Yasser Abed *

Rabbo, said it was an assassi-
nation attempt. “They shelled
his house while he was inside.”

The Israeli military said its

' forces fired back at a position
' where Palestinians were firing.
. The military statement denied

there was an attempt to hit Mr

. Rajoub. The shelling came dur-
- ing a fierce exchange of fire be-

- Eric

tween Palestinian gunmen and
soldiers guarding the nearby
settlement of Psagot. One Isra-
eli soldier and two Palestinians
were wounded.

Silver adds from

" Jerusalem: After facing the
, flak for Friday’s use of F-16

warplanes against Palestinian

. security buildings, Israel today
} strove to reassert control.

Brathers of Tasir Al Arir, a Palestinian farmer, grieve at their home while
mourners carry Tasir's body for the funeral in Gaza City on Sunday. Tasir
was killed in Israeli air raids on Friday. - APJPT!

Mr Sharon told the daily Ye-
diot Aharonot; “We’ll do what it
takes and use everything at our
disposal to protect the citizens
of Israel. Israel does not intend
to fold up in the face of terror
attacks.”

Within hours, however, the
army was insisting that the
weekend air strikes, the first
against Palestinian targets in
West Bank and Gaza since 1967,
did not represent a strategic
change. Maj-Gen Giora Eiland,
director of military planning,
said: “The decision to use F-16s
was a tactical decision. Helicop-

ters wouldn’t have been effective
against specific targets. It
doesn’t imply a new phase. They
won’t be used often.”
Foreign statesmen, like the
UN Secretary-General, who de-
nounced Israel’s “disproportio-
nate” response, will not be sat-
isfied with words alone.
Ancther air strike could push
Egypt and Jordan, the two
Arab states which maintain
full - diplomatic relations with
Israel, to close their Tel-Aviv
embassies, as recommended by
an emergency session of Arab
foreign ministers in Cairo on

Saturday.
Asked by a reporter what had
become of Israel’s claim to act
with restraint, Gen Eiland
replied: “The policy remains re-
strained, relative to all options.
The situation is still under con-
trol on both sides. This is an
armed conflict, but it hasn’t es-
calated to a war where both
sides use all available options.”
What disturbs Mr Sharon’s
critics is not so much that he
might try to bomb Gaza or
Ramallah, but that he seems to
have no long-term answer to
the daily Palestinian mortar
fire and roadside ambushes, let
alone suicide bombings like
that which killed five Israeli ci-
viliang in the seaside resort of
Netanya on Friday. The F-16
raids, which killed 12, looked to
many like a reflex reaction
whose main purpose was to ap-
pease Israeli public opinion.

Hemi Shalev, a political col-
umnist, accused the govern-
ment of losing control and of
“bombing itself in the knee.”
Alex Frishman, Yediot
Aharonot’s military analyst,
commented: “It looks like your
basic act of revenge, an eye for
an eye, a tooth for a tooth. But
revenge as a policy is proof of
weakness and frustration. A
government that promised to
bring calm and personal seguf-
ity finds itself, three
later, swept up in a
calation.” i
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 18. Six [sraelis and a
Palestinian suicide bomber died today when
the latter blew himself up outside a crowded
shopping mall in the Israeli town of Netanya.
The Islamic Resistance Movement has an-
nounced that the bomber belonged to it and
claimed that they had three more bombers
ready to strike deep within Israel. Israel’s Se-
curity Cabinet was holding an emergency
meeting with the possibility that they will or-
der a harsh reaction.

The 20-year-old bomber was identified as
Mr. Mahmoud Marwash from the West Bank
town of Tulkarm. A security guard apparently
took notice of him as he approached the mall
and security personnel arc reported to have
stopped him outside when he blew himself
up. He was believed to have been carrying a
few kilograms of explosives strapped to his
body. Later, at the time of noon prayers Ha-
mas officials in Tutkarm announced that one
of their followers had carried out the attack.
This is not the first suicide bomb attack to
have taken place inside Israel since the out-
break of the Palestinian uprising in September
last year.

The Palestinian Authority has issued a state-
ment condemning attacks on all civilians
whether Israeli or Palestinian. This is however
not likely to mollify an Israeli Cabinet that has
authorised the steady escalation of the retal-
iatory measures they have deployed against
the Palestinians. Incursions into the Palesti-
nian controlled territory to combat Palesti-
nian gunmen and mortar men have become a
regular occurrence as have the demolition of
houses and the up-rooting of farm lands.

The Israeli government has also authorised
its security forces to be more pro-active and to
strike at Palestinian militants. Disregarding
protests from the international community,
including the U.S., for a change Israel has also
authorised its security forces to re-occupy
buildings in the territory handed back to the
Palestinians for an indefinite period. If harsh
action follows from the Israeli side, as appears
likely, the violence is bound to escalate that
much more.

Awful scene

AP reports:

Witnesses said the man had attracted atten-
tion because he wore an oversized blue sports
jacket on a hot day and walked around nerv-
ously in front of the mall for several minutes.

“He (the suspect) ... looked back and forth,
standing with his hands in his pockets and
then he went to the entrance of the mall,” said
a witness who gave only his first name, Dudu.
A security guard said he had already been

/\/b WEST ASIA / BLAST ROCKS ISRAELI TOWN

threatens more attacks

Police remove the bodies after a suicide bomber blew himself up at a shopping
mall in Netanya on Friday — Reuters

alerted by his colleagues when the suspect ap-
proached his gate. "'l looked at him and our
gaze met,” he said. 'He wanted to come in
and saw me and exploded himself.” The blast
went off at about 11:30 a.m., sending a large
cloud of smoke over Netanya, which is 35 km
north of Tel Aviv and just 10 km west of the
West Bank.

‘Bloodshed in
West Asia must stop’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 18. The U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, has condemned the latest
round of bloodshed in West Asia and has
called on the leaders of the region to de-
nounce the violence that made it “so difficult”
for any political settlement.

Mr. Bush was talking about the latest devel-
opments in the White House at an Oval Office
ceremony for crew members of the Navy sur-
veillance plane that was involved in an in-
cident in the South China Seas and is now
sitting in a tarmac at a military base in the
Hainan Island.

He said the U.S. was concerned first for
those who had lost their lives and then the
affected families. In apparent reference to the
suicide bomber who attacked a mall in Israel
killing seven people, the U.S. President said he
was especially concerned about suicide bom-
bers ‘‘who have disregard for themselves and
obviously for innocent folks.”

Calling for an end to violence, he said, “We
must break the cycle of violence in order to
begin meaningful discussions about any kind
of political settlement.”

Speaking at the ceremony, the Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, termed the recent
events in West Asia as a “terrible crisis’ and a
“tragedy.”

In repeatedly calling for an end to violence,
the Bush administration has pinned the blame
on the Palestinians and has frequently called
upon the Palestine leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
to denounce the violence. The White House
has not said in so many words but an official
invitation to Mr. Arafat to meet with Mr. Bush
is not going to come about unless there is a
marked decline in violence in that part of the

world. //
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?ﬁyears of Israeli
violence, and the
killings continue

HO
Suzanne Goldenberg
Ramallah, May 16

THOUSANDS OF Palestinians
marched through the West Bank
and Gaza yesterday on a day of
protest that left five dead, includ-
ing a Jewish settler, and more
than 130 wounded.

In Ramallah, thousands gath-
ered in the main Manara Square
in a din of slogans, nationalist
songs and the crackle of auto-
matic weapons to mark 53 years
since the day the Palestinians
call the nakba, or the catastro-
phe: the founding of the Jewish
State that drove more than
700,000 people from their homes.

At noon, a siren sounded for
the more than 450 Palestinians
killed during the uprising now in
its eighth month.

0ld men stood with their
hands on their hearts. School-
girls in striped green uniforms
stopped their chatter. Militiamen
in black masks, shoving their
way through the crowds, froze in
their tracks, and as the three
minutes came to an end, church
bells pealed. Moments later, the
gunmen fired in the air, a prelude
to the battles with Israeli soldiers
at army checkpoints the length of
the West Bank.

In the evening, an Israeli
woman was shot dead, and her
male companion wounded, when
Palestinians opened fire on their
car, travelling on a road built for
Jewish settlers east of Ramallah.

“No matter what weapons
Israel uses against our women
and children, it will not break the

SCHOOLBOY BEAD

ISRAELI TROOPS killed a
Palestinian schpolboy on
Wednesday. Washington, however,
appeared to stepping up diplomatic
efforts to stem an eight-month-old
Palestinian uprising against Israeli
occupation. A senior Palestinian
official said preparations were
under way for Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat and
Secretary of State Colin Powell to
meet next Wednesday in Paris.
Reuters, Jerusalem

will of our people,” Arafat said
in a televised address taped
before his departure from Gaza.
“It is time for the international
conscience to wake up.”

At the junction on the north-
ern edge of Ramallah that has
been transformed into a regular
theatre of war during the last
eight months, two stone throwers
were shot dead by Israeli forces
minutes after the protesters
arrived. A television journalist,
Bertrand Aguirre, who reports
for the French TF1 station, was
shot and wounded, and told
reporters he was deliberately tar-
geted by an Israeli border police-
man. The Israeli army said it was
investigating.

Earlier, a bodyguard for
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the dis-
abled founder of the Islamic mil-
itant group, Hamas, was killed
near the border fence of the ter-
ritory. The Israeli army said he

was firing a mortar round at
Israeli targets. The W
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Jerusalem, May 13 \A( \" \\ N\
Ao

are split over the best military
strategy for forcing Israel out of
the West Bank and Gaza. A big
debate is going on behind closed
doors, with some wanting to tar-
get Israeli soldiers and Jewish
settlers on the West Bank and
Gaza, while others want to
expand the war into Israel.

Abu Leila, head of the radical
Democratic Front for the Liber-
ation of Palestine (DFLP), said
his group, with Fatah and the
small People’s party (the former
communists), backed the first
strategy. Islamic Jihad and
Hamas want to take the war into
Israel.

Abu Leila’s group, which
until now has taken a minor role
in military action, on Saturday
claimed responsibility for
attacking an Israeli army post in
Gaza with hand grenades. Two
soldiers were injured.

Hussan Tahfish, a 16-year-old
Palestinian, was killed on Satur-
day, shot dead after throwing
stones. The DFLP, the third
largest faction within the PLO,
says that limiting the battle to
Gaza and the West Bank will be

s\t
ARMED PALESTINIAN factions\

Hamas for taking war'into Israel

AFP PHOTO

The funeral procession of a Palestinan man killed when Israeli tanks
fired at the MagHazi refugee camp in Gaza Strip on Sunday.

viewed sympathetically abroad
as a battle against occupation.
Bridges, roads and other key
points could be bombed to dis-
rupt the movement of both set-
tlers and Israeli troops.

They believe that car bombs,
suicide bombings and other
attacks inside Israel are counter-
productive, and confirm Israeli
fears that if it gives up the West
Bank and Gaza, the Palestinians

will continue the war until they
recover all of Israel.

The debate takes place in
meetings of the popular front —
the main ones being Fatah,
DFLP, Hamas and Islamic Jihad.
The Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat, heads the popular front,
but is said not to be informed of
the details of individual actions
in the field.

Abu Leila, an Iraqi, said that

. HINDUSTAN TR
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AN ISRAELI tank fired on a Gaza
Strip refugee camp, killing a
Palestinian, while the leading
Palestinian peace negotiator headed
to Washington for possible tatks on
easing tensions.

Earlier on Saturday, israeli heli-
copter gunships had fired missiles at
the car of an intelligence officer in
the West Bank city of Jenin, killing
an activist of Arafat’s Fatah faction
and a bystander. Palestinian hospita! |
and security officials said Suliman
al-Arooqge, 45, was killed and 10 oth-
ers wounded, at least one critically,
when the tank fired shells on refugee
camp in Gaza.

Reuters, Jorusalem

there was an important split
over tactics. A Pak High Com-
mission sheds ‘misfits’. At his
party’s headquarters in Ramal-
lah, he said: “Everyone agrees,
more or less, that armed action
is necessary in retaliation for
Israeli aggression.” But, he said.
“suicide missions give the Is-
raelis the impression that Pales-
tinians are out to get them.”
The Guardian



THE POLI'NCAL INTRANSIGENCE of Israel and
the Palestiniaxq leadership is increasingly acquir-
ing the incendiary proportions of a presumptive
final battle between the two adversaries. If a de-
cisive war has not been declared by either side at
this stage, the reason has less to do with their
matchingly aggressive moods. The overall re-
straining influence of some Arab states in West
Asia seems to be the only positive factor at work
at this moment, while the United States is still
busy reviewing its priorities and options in that
region under the present Bush administration.
The prime international issue at stake remains
as clear as ever before — the need for “final
status’ talks involving the Israeli and Palestinian
leaders. Palestinian statehood as a morally
sound and politically workable proposition is, of
course, the crux of the peace puzzle that has not
yet been sorted out. Under the premiership of
Mr. Ariel Sharon, who loves to excel as a mod-
ern-day Jewish hawk, Israel’s methods are ac-
tually beginning to acquire the stridency of a
kind unknown since the commencement of a
peace process, which is completely botched for
months now, way back in the early 1990s. How-
ever, the tragedy of seemingly interminable vio-
lence of a cyclical nature has come into renewed
international focus in the latest context of some
horrific incidents. The killings of an Israeli boy
and his U.S.-born associate have evoked a repri-
sal by the Sharon administration in the form of a
renewed military thrust into a pocket of Arab
territory, which had already been handed to the
Palestinian Authority under a much-heralded
accord that at one stage punctuated the now-
regressive peace process.

The U.S., which played a critical role in set-
ting the peace process in motion, has once again
called for a hali to the cycle of violence concern-
ing the Palestinians and Israelis. The slaying of

an American citizen is of undoubted concern to
the U.S., but the Bush administration seems to
prefer a deeper review of the peace-promotive
choices before it. In one sense, the U.S. has yet to
recover from the frustrations of the previous
Clinton administration, especially in regard to
the “final status” issues such as the political fate
of Jerusalem as also the Jewish settlements in
acknowledged Arab territories and the contours
of a juridical Palestinian state. For the present,
therefore, Washington is inclined to practise the
art of the possible. While not wishing to go be-
yond facilitating a renewed dialogue between [s-
rael and the Palestinians at an appropriate time,
Washington is merely calling for an end to the
cycle of carnage.

Viewing the imperative of peace differently,
Mr. Sharon wants “an end to (Palestinian) ter-
ror’’, not just a scale-down, as the precondition
for any parleys with the Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat. Mr. Sharon, who tends to dismiss
the simple merit of talks as a confidence-build-
ing exercise, has not really given up the military
solution. There can be no other plausible expla-
nation for the manner in which Israel has em-
barked on a new missile offensive against the
seat of Mr. Arafat’s “security’”’ establishment.
Yet, the present wave of turmoil has brought the
issue of Jewish settlements into some unprece-
dented international scrutiny, given that the
trouble broke out in the context of the findings
by a panel headed by Mr. George Mitchell, a
former U.S. Senator. The Bush administration
has let an impression gain ground to the effect
that the Mitchell Commission’s views might pro-
vide room for contemplating a new U.S. initia-
tive in regard to the Israel-Palestinian question.
But Egypt and Jordan may Also need to shape the
outlook in West Asia.
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WEST ASIA / SHARON SHOCKED BY TEENAGERS’ KILLING

WY
Israel

GAZA CITY, MAY 10. Four rockets hit the Pal-
estinian police headquarters in Gaza City and
the offices of the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yass-
er Arafat’'s Fatah Movement on Thursday,
sending black clouds of smoke into the air.

Palestinian policemen ran out of the walled
security compound, while ambulances
rushed inside, even as rockets kept crashing
down with a loud boom. It was not immedi-
ately known whether anyone was wounded.
There was no immediate Israeli comment.
The Israeli military has frequently struck Pal-
estinian security installations in seven
months of fighting, usually in retaliation for
attacks on Israeli targets. Palestinian police
Lt. Ahmed Abbas said he was sitting on a chair
in the courtyard when one of the rockets hit.
He said he was thrown into the air and the
ground shook under his feet.

Three rockets — withesses said they were
surface-to- surfaces missiles ~— hit the Pal-
estinian police headquarters, and a fourth
struck Fatah offices about 400 metres east of
Mr. Arafat's seaside headquarters. The Pal-
estinian Planning Minister, Mr. Nabil Shaath,
said Mr. Arafat was not harmed in the attack,
which he called “‘a war of terror Israel has
declared on the Palestinians.”

Earlier in the day, a roadside bomb explod-
ed along the border between Israel and the
Gaza Strip. The blast killed two Romanian
workers sent there by Israel to work on the
border fence. A third worker was wounded.
On Wednesday, Israeli boys, one an immi-
grant from Maryland, were found bludgeoned
to death with rocks in a cave in the West Bank.

The boys, Koby Mandell (13), and Yossi Ish-
ran (14), had gone on a hike near their home
in the West Bank settlement of Tekoa, and
were seized, presumably by Palestinians, and
were bludgeoned to death with rocks. News-
papers quoted police as saying the boys’
heads were so badly disfigured that facial
identification was impossible. “Stoned to
death,” read the headline in the Yedior Ahro-
not daily on Thursday, using the single He-
brew word “Skila,” which refers to one of four
forms of capital punishment in ancient Jewish

- 1o
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Arafat’s offices

The sister (right) of 17-year-old Hashem El-Mamlok who was

killed by Israeli soldiers during clashes near Kami crossing breaks
down during his funeral in Gaza Strip on Wednesday. — Reuters

taw. Koby's family immigrated in 1996 and
settled in Tekoa in 1996. Twenty- one Pal-
estinians have been arrested in connection
with the killing.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sha-
ron, said he was revolted by the killings of the
teenagers. “‘It was a heinous deed in which
children were intentionally attacked,” Mr.
Sharon said. Asked whether Mr. Arafat was
still a potential negotiating partner, Mr. Sha-
ron said “anyone who causes the killing of
Israeli citizens cannot be a partner.” If vio-

lence stopped, Israel would be ready to re-
sume peace talks, Mr. Sharon said.

Mr. Arafat, when asked about the killings,
responded by saying that Palestinian children
have been victimised by Israel. In an apparent
response to the explosion in Gaza on Thurs-
day, Israeli bulldozers razed Palestinian farm-
land and a police station near Kissufim, the
fifth incursion into Palestinian territory in two
days. Overnight, Israeli troops destroyed four
homes and a Palestinian police station in the
Rafah refugee camp, and alestinians were
hurt. — AP
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2 Israeli boys

killed, settlers

blame Araf

Tekoa (West Bank) May 9

TWO 14-YEAR-OLD Israeli boys
were found bludgeoned to death
in a cave near a Jewish West
Bank settlement on Wednesday.
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
said they were victims of “Pales-
tinian terror.”

Sharon held the Palestinian
authority responsible, saying it
has done nothing to stop attacks
on Israelis. Settlers demanded
that Sharon declare Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat an enemy of
Israel and try to bring down his
Government.

There was no immediate
Palestinian comment.

The victims were identified as
Yossi Ishran and Kobi Mandel.
Their families had recently
moved to Tekoa, a settlement
southwest of Bethlehem, on the
edge of the Judean Desert.

Mandel’s family immigrated
to Israel from College Park, Md.,
several years ago. Kobi’s father,
Seth, is a rabbi, and his mother,
Sherri, is a freelance writer,
according to friends of the fami-
ly.

Yossi Ishran’s family lives in a
cramped trailer, waiting to move
into a new home. The boy’s moth-

\A\' W\

er, Rina, is a nurse, a the
father, Ezra, a policeman.

The boys’ bodies were folind in
a cave in Wadi Hariton, a dried
riverbed about half a mile from
Tekoa, where children liked to
explore.

Police spokesman Rafi Yaffe
said investigators believed they
were killed by Palestinians in
what appeared to have been a
chance encounter.

In the night from Tuesday to
Wednesday, about 100 goats were
stolen close to the site of the
killing, but Yaffe said he did not
know if the two events were
related.

The boys had sklpped school
on Tuesday and gone hiking
without informing their parents.
The parents notified security
forces late on Tuesday because
they had assumed the boys had
gone to Jerusalem after school to
participate in a demonstration
against what settler leaders say
is the Sharon Government's fail-
ure to protect their communities.
At around midnight, when the
boys had not returned, the par-
ents notified security forces who
began searching early on
Wednesday.

AP

AFP

Undated family photographs show murdered Israeli boys Kobi Men

(ieft) and Yosef Ish-Ranboth.
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- o» ¢ Israel rejects panel report

By Kesava Mgnon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) MAY 6. Israel
appears to have set itself up for
some hard times through its re-
jection of a report submitted by
an international panel that en-
quired into the causes of the vio-
lence that has rocked the region
for over half a year. The main rec-
ommendation of the panel that
Israel must freeze all building ac-
tivity in the Jewish settlements
runs counter to the policy of the
present and past Israeli govern-
ments. But it is one recommenda-
tion with which the rest of the
world would be in agreement and
this particular Israeli policy has
also drawn the ire of U.S. admin-
istrations in the past.

The five-man enquiry panel
headed by the former U.S. Cabi-
net member, Mr. George Mitchell,
submitted its report to the Tsraelis

and the Palestinians yesterday.
While the Palestinian Authority
has signalled its initial favourable
response to the report and called
for a summit meeting to imple-
ment its recommendations, the
unofficial Israeli response has
been negative. Israel has rejected
the panel’s recommendation that
it not only refrain from building
new settlements but that it also
desist from building new housing
units in existing settlements. Suc-
cessive Israeli governments, even
those that promised not to build
new settlements, have insisted
that they had the right to build
within existing settlements to cat-
er to the natural growth of the
communities.

In actual practice the “expan-
sion”’ of existing settlements is of-
ten indistinguishable from the
building of new ones. In the West
Bank in particular buildings are

put up on hill-sides nearby but
not within the boundaries of ex-
isting settlements. Instead of clas-
sifying these new communities as
new settlements they are categor-
ised as being parts of the older
settlements. This is a contrivance
to expropriate more Palestinian
land while maintaining the facade
that Israel is observing the inter-
national consensus against the
building of new settlements. Itis a
policy that infuriates the Arabs,
draws strong criticism from the
European Union and has also on
occasion drawn U.S. censure.
Israel’s determination to stick
to its settlement policy is evident
from the reports that the Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, is
about to approach parliament for
the provision of an additional 1.5
billion shekels (p¢er $300 million)
to fund buildfng activity in the
~ It remains to be seen
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whether such defiance will escape
the attention of a U.S. adminis-
tration that has directed strong
criticism against the Israeli Gov-
ernment on at least one occasion
already.

Besides the freeze on settle-
ments the enquiry panel is also
reported to have called for a lift-
ing of the ban on the movement
of people and goods within the
Palestinian territories, for Israel to
desist from the use of rubber-
coated steel bullets against un-
armed Palestinian demonstrators
and for Israel to desist from de-
molishing Palestinian houses and
levelling farm-land.

The panel is also reported to
have rejected the Palestinian de-
mand for the stationing of an in-
ternational

peace-keeping or

monitoring force inside the terri-
tories. / ‘
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7§haron blames Ar fat for West Asm violence

JERUSALEM, MAY 3. The Prime Min- 'H

ister, Mr. Ariel Sharon’s office said
on Thursday that the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, had giv-
en a ‘‘green light” for attacks
against Israel, a statement at odds

. with remarks by Israel’s Foreign
| Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres.

The hawkish Sharon and the
dovish Peres have for decades
taken sharply different approach-
es to dealing with the Palesti-
nians, but they have been
working together in Israel’s unity
Government for the past two
months.

Mr. Peres, in the United States
this week discussing a West Asia
truce plan, said on Tuesday that
“some dissident groups and some
forces under Mr. Arafat participa-
ted in the killings (of Israelis)
without the knowledge of Arafat.”
“Arafat is our partner,” Mr. Peres
added. “We don't demonise the
Palestinians, who have gone
through tragedies.”

Mr. Sharon has taken a much
tougher line with Mr. Arafat, say-
ing members of his security forces
had taken part in attacks, and that
the Palestinian Authority, which
Mr. Arafat leads, had failed to rein
in militants from other organisa-
tions during the past seven
months of fighting.

A statement issued on Thurs-
day by Mr. Sharon’s office said
“‘the present attacks are the result
of a strategic decision of Arafat.”

“The organisations subject to
Mr. Arafat, including Fatah, and
also other organisations such as

- Hamas and Islamic Jihad and
' Hezbollah understand that they
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green light”” for contin-
uation of the attacks against Is-
rael,” the statement added.

Mr. Arafat leads the Fatah

" movement, while the other three

-

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, talks to
children during a visit to the West Bank Jewish
settlement of Ofra on Wednesday. — AP

groups are radical Islamic orga-
nisations that are not under his
control and have consistently op-
posed lIsraeli-Palestinian peace
negotiations.

M. Arafat’s Palestinian Author-
ity released dozens of militants
from prison after the Palestinian
uprising began last fall. Israel has
said that former inmates, includ-
ing members Hamas and [slamic
Jihad, are now taking part in at-
tacks.

The statement by Mr. Sharon's
office did not mention Mr. Peres
by name, but appeared to be a
response to the recent comments
by the Foreign Minister.

Mr. Sharon won a landslide
election victory in February, and
when he tapped Mr. Peres 10 be
his Foreign Minister, the two men
said they could work together de-
spite their long-standing differ-
ences.

Mr. Peres was an architect of
the first Israeli- Palestinian peace
agreements in 1993, and is seen
by many as the unofficial leader
of the Israeli “peace camp.”

Mr. Sharon, a former general,
has consistently opposed land
concessions to the Palestinians.
He says the Israelis and Palesti-
nians could work toward long-
term interim agreements if the vi-
olence ends, but he does not
envision a final peace agreement
at this stage.

Meanwhile, a senior Palestinian
leader said the Palestinians sup-
ported a proposed truce currently
under discussion, but the Israelis
continued to raise objections and
no agreement appeared immi-
nent.

Mr. Ahmed Qureia, Speaker of
the Palestinian Parliament and a
leading negotiator, said late on
Wednesday that the Palestinians
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* were frustrated with Israeli at-
tempts to amend a truce plan put
forward by the Egyptians and for-
danians.

“There is neither an agreement
nor an understanding,” Mr. Qu-
reia said. ““There is only the Egyp-
tian- Jordanian peace initiative
which Israel is still rejecting.”” He
also criticised an Israeli army op-
eration on Wednesday in Gaza,
where Israeli bulldozers demol-
ished 20 Palestinian homes. The
Israelis said they carried out the
action because the homes had
been used by Palestinian gunmen
firing on nearby Israeli army posi-
tions.

Meanwhite, Mr. Sharon visited
a West Bank Jewish settlement
where the latest victim of a Pal-
estinian ambush lived, and
pledged to stop seven months of
violence. But settlers complained
that he was not doing enough.

Mr. Sharon visited the widow of
settler Assaf Hershkovity, killed in
a highway ambush on Tuesday
just 5km from the spot where his
father was gunned down Jan. 29,
The Prime Minister said on
Wednesday that the Palestinians
would gain nothing from vio
lence,

But the settlers were not con
vinced. “Where is the peace?”
read a protest banner that greeted
Mr. Sharon at Ofra, a quiet owt
post in the rolling hills north of
Jerusalem.

He told Hershkovitz's widow,
Hila, that “people thought there
was a solution that would take
one day. There's no solution in
one day.”

She responded: “But there's
not even a ray of light. We're in
the same situation.” — AP
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Fresh violenc

JERUSALEM, MAY 1. Hopes of a H

breathing space in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict evaporated today
as the diplomatic efforts of the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon
Peres, were eclipsed by a new
round of killings in the West Bank
and Gaza.

An Israeli settler was killed after
his car came under fire as he trav-
elled to work near the West Bank
town of Ramallah, and Palesti-
nian officials said a police officer
was killed by Israeli tank fire near
the Rafah crossing-point between
the Gaza Strip and Egypt.

The deaths brought to eight the
number of dead in two days —
including two Palestinian chil-
dren — and cast a pall over at-
tempts by Mr. Peres to interest
the U.S. in the latest efforts to end
the seven-month Intifada.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon’s office said the Gov-
ernment held Mr. Yasser Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority responsible
for the ‘“‘escalation of violence,”
because it was failing to halt the
spread of “terror.”

“The Prime Minister strongly
condemns the horrible murder of
the Ofra resident Assaf Hershko-
witz,” the statement said, refer-
ring to a settler killed earlier
today.

““The Prime Minister places the
responsibility for the escalation in
violence on the Palestinian Au-
thority which is not fighting terror
and its foundations and the first
priority of his Government is to
return security to the residents of
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Israel’s Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres (left), with the U.N.
Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, hefore talks at the U.N.
headquarters in New York on Monday. — AP

Israel.” Mr. Peres is holding talks
with U.S. leaders on a Jordanian-
Egyptian peace plan, under which
Israel would lift its siege of Pal-
estinian-controlied areas and pull
back its troops, in retwrn for the
Palestinians resuming security
cooperation.

However, Mr. Sharon has al-
ready made clear his reservations
to the plan, and the Yediot Aharo-
not newspaper today outlined

what it said were strict guidelines
laid down by his Government to
limit Mr. Peres’ room for mano-
euvre in Washington.

These stipulated that there
would be no diplomatic negotia-
tions until “‘terrorist actions” are
stopped, and that there would be
no discussion of Israeli settle-
merits — a halt to which is a key
part of the Jordanian-Egyptian
plan, the paper reported.
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e mars peace prospects

In Washington, Mr. Peres re-
peated that Israel was willing to
ease economic and travel restric-
tions on Palestinians, but he said
“the ball was now in the Palesti-
nian camp. Arafat has to prove he
can impose the ceasefire, other-
wise there won’t be any negotia-
tions” with Israel.

Mr. Peres is to meet the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, tomorrow and the President,
Mr. George W Bush, Thursday.

Today’s violence began when
Assaf Hershkowitz (31), was hit in
the chest and lost control of his
vehicle near the Palestinian town
of Beitin, as his assailants, who
had been waiting in a parked car,
fled on foot, officials said.

Hershkowitz, who was married
to a British immigrant, was the
son of another settler who was
killed in a similar attack on Janu-
ary 29, officials said.

Two groups claimed responsib-
ility: the brigades of the martyrs of
al-Agsa, who are opposed to the
Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, and the armed wing of the
radical Palestinian Islamic move-
ment Hamas, the Ezzedin al-Qas-
sam brigades.

Later, a Palestinian police cap-
tain was killed when an Israeli
tank fired at a group of protesters
trying to stop bulldozers clearing
a sector of land near the Gaza-
Egyptian border, Palestinian offi-
cials said. — AFP
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