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ALICE LAGNADO & GILES WHITTELL
THE TIMES, LONDON

MOSCOW, July 27. — President
George W Bush’s national secur-
ity adviser yesterday told Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin that the US
leader is determined to start
building an anti-missile shield
during his first term, with or
without Russian approval.
After talks with the Russian
leader in the Kremlin yester-
day, Ms Condoleezza Rice said
Washington would go ahead
with tests banned by the 1972
Anti,Ballistic Missile treaty de-
spite strong Russian opposition.
~ “President Bush made it clear
that he believes there is a
threat, a new threat, and we
~ will need to move, to go beyond
ABM so that we can have a se-
rious testing and evaluation
programme that gets us a solu-
tion po the threat,” Ms Rice said
after her talke” “He has not set

¢ -\ W

a specific deadline, but it
should be obvious to all con-
cerned that the President be-
lieves that this is something
that will happen relatively
soon,” she said. “The testing
programme will proceed.”

Ms Rice flew to Moscow this
week for talks that the White
House hopes will launch an “en-
tirely different” Russian-Ameri-
can relationship and bury for
good the 1972 Anti-Ballistic
Missile treaty. Mr Georgi Ma-
medov, Russia’s top arms nego-
tiator, said yesterday that Mos-
cow still stands behind ABM. “I
would recall here the words of
Mr Putin immediately after his
return from Genoa, that Russia

- still sees the ABM treaty as one
of the most important elements

in strategic stability,” he said.
Russia has been sending out

clear signals, /at considerable
political risk Yo Mr Putin, that it
is ready to compromise with
Washington by modifying the
ABM treaty. “If Russian experts
were to decide such c&anges
will not harm the natiowal se-
curity of Russia, then I will re-
port that to the President,” said
Mr Sergei Ivanov, defence min-
ister, on Wednesday.

But that will not be enough,
as Ms Rice made clear: ABM
must be scrapped by mutual
agreement or the US will sim-
ply walk away from it. The only
concession Washington is pre-
pared to offer Moscow is linking
drastic cuts in both countries’
missile stockpiles to an agree-
ment on a missile shield. Mr
Putin has hinted that any
changes to ABM should be en-
shrined in a new treaty, but Ms

SA firm on defence
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‘MOSCOW OPPOSITION IMMATERIAL'

Rice has rejected that idea as
taking too long.- He has also
threatened to launch a new
arms race if the treaty is viola- -
ted. Mr Ivanov has since admit-

“ted such a race would be, for

Russia, economic ‘suicide’.
Washington: Leading Senate
Democrats have changed their
minds about President Bush’s
proposal to scrap the 1972 ABM
Treaty and declared their sup-
port for him, provided the US
reaches an agreement with
Russia, Michael Evans writes.
Encouraged by the agreement
between Mr Bush and Mr Putin .
in Genoa to discuss the issue of
missile defence and cuts in
strategic nuclear weapons, Sen-
ator Joseph Biden, chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, said: “I was posi-
tively impressed by what I be-
lieve to be the President’s un-
derstanding/to/ keep Russia

close.”



"Bush seeks trade

powers ahetidd of
WTO meeting
shegondian, IO

AHEAD OF the World Trade Organ-
isation’s crucial meeting in Qatar in
November, President Bush has
sought broad trade negotiating pow-
ers from the US Congress.

The move is in line with the
thinking that without the President
enjoying such authority, the US
would not be taken seriously at the
WTO meet that proposes to launch a
new round of global trade talks. The
underlying logic is that in the pre-
sent scheme of things, the US Con-
gress can change any agreement
reached by the administration.

Till 1994, the US President
enjoyed the “trade promotion
authority”. That year, the legisla-
tive provision lapsed and attempts
by Bush'’s predecessor, Bill Clinton,
to regain the powers failed. Once
the President gets the trade author-
ity, the Congress cannot amend any
trade agreements, It, however, will
have the freedom to approve or dis-
approve the whole agreement.

“I'm one of the few presidents
never to have had that authority. I'm
asking Congress to give it to me for
the good of the American people,
for the good of the agricultural sec-
tor, so that I can use my efforts to
knock down the trade barriers, the
protectionist tendencies around the
world that prevent our products
from getting into markets,” Bush
told an organisation of young farm-
ers on Friday.

Bush also indicated a break from
the past in that agriculture would
no longer be treated as a secondary
issue, As far as his administration
is concerned, agriculture is going to
be the “cornerstone” of the US’s
international trade negotiations.

There is no clarity as of now on
whether Bush will succeed in get-
ting the authority. Apart from
strong reservations among the
Democrats, organised labour is also
opposing the measure as it fears
loss of jobs. Labour unions have
begun putting out TV ads, urging
the Congress to deny trade powers
to the President. As part of its per-
suasive case for presidential pow-
ers, the White House says the
authority will aid the US economy,
currently caught up in a severe

slowdown. This could be done by

lifting tariffs that presently dis-
courdge other countries from buy-
ing American goods and services:
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‘North Korea, Iraq main threats: US”

e © st
HT Correspondent defence system. /25"(\
In a CNN talk show on Satur-

inability to knock out Iraq’s

Washington, July 29 “primitive Scud missiles”, but COLIN POWELL WRAPS WP
day, Deputy Defence Secretary this shortcoming has now been m CHINA VISIT

NOT CHINA, certainly not Rus- Paul Wolfowitz gave a broad overcome, he said. ;

sia. The United States now rates  outline of the Pentagon’s threat As for the mind-boggling Beijing, July29

North Korea and Iraq as its perceptions. “Wars might hap- costs of developing and deploy-

main military threats in the pen tomorrow in Korea and ing the missile defence system, US SECRETARY of State

near future, Iraq,” he remarked. Wolfowitz said no estimates Colin Powell today concluded
The two, along with Iran and Having defeated Iraq in the could be given at this point as a “productive” visit to Bei-

Libya, have broadly been classi- 1991 Gulf War, the US sees the system is in a development jing. ‘ '

fied as “rogue states”. North Korea as the No. 1 threat.  phase. Powell, the senior-most US
Washington may well be ~ “We face enormous convention- But he dismissed the “fig- official to visit China under

involved in serious friction off al threats from North Korea,” ments of people’s imagination” the new Republican adminis-

and on with China on issues
ranging from security to human
rights, but it is North Korea and

Wolfowitz said.
Iraq does constitute a potent
force even now. If not for the US,

the projection in some quarters
that the costs could exceed $ 100
billion. '

tration, said he had “produc-
tive” meetings with the Chi-
nese leadership, including

Iraq which have been identified it “could be in Riyadh (Saudi For 2002, the White House is with President Jiang Zemin,
as main threats by the Penta- Arabia) tomorrow”. But, seekingCongressionalapproval who has invited President
gon. according to Wolfowitz, on of for an additional Pentagon George W Bush to China in
The two indeed are reckoned the US’s strong points is that it expenditure of $ 18.4 billion. October.

to be the raison d’etre for the ‘knows Iraq’s weaknesses. The The Pentagon itself had sought PTI
US’s . controversial missile US’s own weakness was its anadditiona_l $ 30 billion.
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U.S. launches diplomatic offensiv sive
to revive Indo-Pak dialogue "

WASHINGTON: The U.S. is launching a diplomatic
offensive to revive high-level India-Pakistan talks,
even as it publicly emphasises that the country does
not wish to jump in and resuscitate the failed dia-
logue, administration officials have indicated.

The offensive was kicked off this week with the visit
to New Delhi of assistant secretary of state for South
Asian affairs Christina Rocca and it was no secret that
“encouraging” India and Pakistan to keep talking
permeated much of her discussions with senior India
officials. The new U.S. ambassador to India, Robert
Blackwill, is already in India and the envoy to
Pakistan, Wendy Chamberlin, is expected to be in
place before the month is out. Their first order of
business was to keep hammering away at how much
the U.S. would like New Delhi and Islamabad to not
let this opportunity —initiated by Prime Minister
Vajpayee’s invitation to Gen Pervez Musharraf that
culminated in the failed Agra summit—be wasted.

Senior administration officials acknowledged that
in the near term the U.S. would indeed play a pro-
active behind-the-scenes role in strongly encouraging

w7

Mr Vajpayee, who has accepted Gen. Musharraf’s
invitation, to visit Pakistan. The officials said in a sim-
ilar vein Washington would also continue to encour-
age external affairs minister Jaswant Singh, who has
also been invited by his Pakistani counterpart, Abdul
Sattar, to do the same. On July 16, immediately after
the failed summit, the U.S. put a positive spin, clinging
on to Mr Vajpayee’s acceptance of the Musharraf
invitation to visit Pakistan as an indication that the
summit was not a total disaster. State department
spokesman Richard Boucher said, “We strongly sup-
port sustained engagement at the senior level
between India and Pakistan as the best way to
address long- standing bilateral disputes and make
real progress toward a reduction of tension and reso-
lution of their differences through peaceful means.”

Then, even before the regular afternoon briefing
the next day at the state department, Mr Boucher’s
office had yet another statement ready, saying, “The
serious and constructive atmosphere of the talks indi-
cates that both sides are e6mmitted to resolving their
differences.” gans)

>
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 30. )Msw
George W Bush has set up a task
force to bar entry of terrorists
into the USA, arrest those
already there and tighten visa
policies,

“We've set up a Foreign
Terrorist Tracking Task Force to
' make sure that the land of the
. free is as safe as possible,” the
- President said yesterday at the

first meeting of Homeland
Security Council. The forum was
set up after the 11 September
terror attacks. '

“We welcome legal immigrants
and we welcome people coming
to America. We welcome the
process that encourages people
to come to our country to visit, to
study, and to work. What we
don’t welcome are people who
come to hurt the Americans...”
Mr Bush told journalists.

He has ordered officials to
“tighten up” visa policies and
ensure that someone in the

country on a student visa

“actually goes to school.”

The White House issued a
statement saying the student
visa policy will be reviewed “to

prohibit the education and .

training of foreign nationals who

would use their training to harm
the USA and its allies.”

War: In Afghanistan, US planes

targeted suspected underground

command centres of Osama bin
Laden and the
stronghold of Kandahar today
amid reports that Northern
Alliance forces have mobilised
hundreds of elite fighters near
the frontline, north of Kabul.
The capital, Mazar-i-Sharif and
Jalalabad were pounded last
night.

The US defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld, said today

¥
Sengrsianl. oo

ﬁO RY FOR INDIA

 NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. — The defence minister hopes that Paki-

. stan will keep its nuclear weapons safely. “We may differ in poli-

|
|
i

| tics. But I must give Pakistan credit that they’re responsible peo-
ple and won't allow people to walk away with nuclear weapons,”
Mr George Fernandes said today. ‘
India has been worried about the safety of Pakistan’s nuclear |

| weapons and discussed the issue with Britain and the USA. Some

W, fear the weapons may fall into the wrong hands. The Cabinet
| Committee on Security discussed the issue over three weeks ago.

that “modest” ground troops
have been deployed in Afgha-
nistan. He didn’t rule out a more
expansive ground campaign,

Pentagon said the planes had
targeted caves and tunnels in
their bid to destroy command
centres of the Taliban and

| On Islamabad’s support to the USA’s anti-terrorism campaign,

Mr Fernandes said: “Pakistan has again become the cat’s paw for
- the USA to destroy the Frankenstein’s (monster — meaning the
Taliban | Taliban) they jointly fathered.” It has swallowed perhaps the
' “most bitter pill” inits 54 years’

of existeniee, — SNS & PTI

Osama’s Al-Qdida group. The
jets also bombed Taliban
positions near Ai Khanun town
in north-east Afghanistan, close
to the Tajikistan border. At least
12 bombs were dropped on the
militia lines,

1In Rabul, Taliban claimed a US

v

|

SOV 25

bomb had destroyed a water
supply centre in Veni Hihar
village.

UK advice: The British defence
minister, Mr Geoff Hoon, said in
Washington today that the
campaign should take into
account the sensitivities in the
Muslim world about bombing
Afghanistan during Ramzan,
New list: The USA has released
a new list of about 200 persons it
suspectedly linked to the 11 Sep-
tember terror attacks, Britain’s
financial regulator said, .
Bush-Musharraf: Mr Bush will
meet General Pervez. Musharraf
in New York on 10 November to
discuss the anti-terrorism cam-
paign. A day before, the US
President will meet Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

B More reports on page 5
f Editorial: Networked

g. page 6

Pak curbs lifted

WASHINGTON, Oct. 30. —
Mr George W Bush has lifted ||
the remaining economic sanc-|
tions on Pakistan and anno- '
unced $1 million-economic aid |
programmes, The curbs, im- M,
' posed after Gen. Pervez Mush- 8
arrafs coup in 1999, will re- |
. main suspended for two years. |
' Last month, the USA had
'lifted the sanctions imposed
Mou India and Pakistan after
! the 1998 nuclear tests. )

| Announcing the economic.
agsistance programmes, a
| state department mv.ownmmam?
|said they were aimed at
| strengthening Pakistan. This |
|gives President Bush the
| flexibility to_authorise addi-

| tipnal aid to wmﬁmnmm
k e e e v s e sSSP S et T \




/Pakistan asked fo take action

° : AV
against Dawoo
MUMBAIL US. ambassador to India gobert “

Times News Network

Blackwill indicated here on Monday that his govern-
ment had already asked the Pakistani administration
to take action against Dawood Ibrahim, Tiger Memon
and others responsible for the Mumbai blasts of
March 1993.

Asked why Washington was not pressurising the
Pakistani government to extradite Dawood and other
accused, Mr Blackwill replied that he could not dis-
close the conversations which the Bush administra-

€ Itis wrong to look at
Washington’s ties with New
Delhi and Islamabad as a
hyphenated one. An
improvement in America’s
relationship with Pakistan does
not mean that ties with India
would be adversely affected ¥
— Robert Blackwill

tion had had with Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf. But significantly, he stated that his govern-
ment did not discriminate between terrorists and
nations which shielded them. Its global war against
terrorism would target both, he added.

Mr Blackwill said the US. did not want to dictate
the nature of the new government in Kabul. But it
should be as broad-based as possible. Asked to clarify
Washington’s statement that it was not opposed to
moderate Taliban elements being part of the new set-
up, Mr Blackwill said these were persons who were
way down the Taliban hierarchy, who were not ideo-
logically committed. In any case, it was for the Afghan
people to decide on the new dispensation, he
observed.

When it was pointed out that even after a protract-
ed campaign of bombardment of Afghanistan the US
was nowhere near ferreting out Osama bin Laden, Mr
Blackwill said President George W. Bush had made it
amply clear at the very start of the operations that it
would be a long drawn affair. “But we are not in doubt
about the outcome of the war,” he said exuding confi-
dence. He indicated that the onset of Ramzan would
not deter US. forces from bombing Afghanistan. The
Taliban observed no such restraint and there was no

7

Blackwill

saying what it would do if the bombardment was halt-
ed, he said.
He said the U.S. could not be frightened by anthtax
powder and added that in any case, the number of
such cases was small. “But we will not be deterred
from our attack on evil,” he asserted.

Mr Blacwill said the nuclear establishment of
Pakistan was “safe and secure” and there was no
cause for alarm. He said it was wrong to look at
Washington’s ties with New Delhi and Islamabad as a
hyphenated one. An improvement in America’s rela-
tionship with Pakistan did not mean that ties with
India would be adversely affected, he said. But the
September 11 terrorist strikes had resulted in an
“unprecedented” bonding between India and the
U.SS., diplomatically, militarily and a myriad other
ways, he said.

“The relationship between the two countries has
transformed comprehensively and in an intimate
way,” he observed. Without referring to Kashmir, he
said America’s war against terrorism encompassed
India’s campaign against internal terrorism. He said
more outfits would be included in the list of terroy
organisations. The U.S. has already included the
e-Mohammed in the list. “Stay tuned,” he sai
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Taliban is go

ar against

says report

WASHINGTON: The US. war
against terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden and the Taliban
is currently going badly, American
officials have said. .

#he U.S. had suffered a week of
setbacks, followed by the capture
" and execution of powerful Afghan

opposition leader Abdul Hagq,

which “tested U.S. patience and its
plan of attack,” The Washington

Post quoted them as saying,

“Despite 20 days of punishing
airstrikes, the U.S. military has yet
to really engage the Taliban,” it
quoted administration officials as
saying.

“As the campaign enters its
fourth week, with the Muslim holy
month of Ramzan and winter fast
approaching, the Bush administra-

~téotrhme: begun to hunker down
and admit to itself what it has

repeatedly insisted in public—that
the war against the Taliban and the
terrorists it shelters will be neither

Bombing kills

nine children

DOHA: Nine children were

among at least 15 Afghans killed

in a U.S. bombing raid on Kabul

at dawn on Sunday, the Qatar- -

based satellite television Al
- Jazeera reported.

Meanwhile, over 10,000 heavily
armed Pakistani tribals lined up
near the border to join the

. Taliban on Sunday. The tribals,
including some retired army

. officials, armed with automatic

. weapons and swords converged |

- at Bajagr in the North West

' Frontie ovmce ¥gmu} 7
' !‘ I

short nor easy,” the report said.

“We are kind of like wrestlers,
with totally different styles,” said
one official referring to the US.
and the Taliban militia. “We are
still trying to figure out whether
leverage point is on these guys. We
haven’t found it yet.”

The Post said that time may not
be on the administration’s side,
“especially as key Muslim allies in
the anti-terrorism war, most
notably Pakistan and Egypt, begin
to demonstrate open impatience
with the pace and results of the
campaign.”

Analysts noted the that U.S., with
its deep faith in Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf, followed his
advice and the CIA worked with
the IST to secure major defections.
The ‘plan flopped and the
Pakistanis could not deliver. pr)_
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 28. — The
US strikes on Afghanistan to-
day killed at least 15 civilians,
including nine children, even
: as American officials admitted
! that the war against the Tali-
- ban and Osama bin Laden was
going badly.
t Three explosions rocked Kabul
in the morning and a bomb hit
. a residential area destroying
an entire family comprising the
parents and six children. Al Ja-
zeera TV showed pictures of
severed limbs among the ruins
- of houses.
| Yesterday, 10 people, includ-
ing a 25-year-old woman, were
* killed and several injured when
‘ a jet mistakenly fired a missile
| on a Northern Alliance-held vil-
lage, Khan Agaha, about 80 km
J from Kabul. The village is close
| to the Taliban frontlines.
| (Pakistani Intelligence offi-
1 cials have blamed a botched
i CIA operation for the execution
of Northern Alliance leader,
| Abdul Haq, who had slipped in-
| to Afghanistan to lure tribals
away from the Taliban, a report
from Washington adds.

(The Washington Post quoted
officials as having said that the
militia had organised a sting op-
eration to tempt Hagq to cross in-
to Afghanistan. Hag’s body has
been buried by the Taliban.).

A bomb dropped by American -

planes went astray and hit two

houses at a village 80 km

north-east of Kabul killing a

woman.

New front: US warplanes op-

ened up a new front in the war
. against the Taliban today,
| dropping 10 bombs on militia
: positions in north-east Afghan-
1 istan.
| Besides Kabul and the strate-
| gic northern town of Mazar-e-
\ Sharif, the jets also pounded
|

Kandahar after two days. CNN
'; rjyeﬂ}aseveral explosions
L S

Aﬁul Hag fell victim to botched CIA plan, say Pakistani Ofﬁcials‘

JIS bombs hit homes,
children

v kill nine

A father mourns the death of four children, killed in a hombing raid by US iets in north Kahul on Sunday. — AP{PT!

were heard in the western part
of the city. The raids on Kabul,
Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif
came a day after the USA
launched its heaviest strikes
ever in the campaign.

The Taliban, has, however
showed no signs of wearing out.
Its ambassador in Pakistan, Mr
Abdul Salam Zaeef, has ruled

out any compromise, saying the
militia hadn’t evolved any
plans to end the strikes.

More than 10,000 afmed Pak-
istani tribals have lined up
near the = Afghan border,
waiting to join the Taliban
against the anti-terror coa
tion. Besides, about 3,000 t#b-

gic Karakoram Highway — part
of the Silk Route - for the
fourth day today to protest
against the US campaign.

ISI report: The ISI has
reportedly submitted a report to
neral Pervez Musharraf, say-
ing the US strikes have failed to
break the Taliban’s resolve. The
Washzngton Post quoted an offi-

cial as having said that civilian
casualties in Afghanistan were
feeding anti-US sentiments and
boosting Pashtun resolve to re-
sist any US-backed political ar-
rangement in post-Taliban Af-
ghanistan.

B More reports on pages
S
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AMERICA STRIKES BACK / DAY -
erm war warning systems fall short of requirement
Bl o

’

ciprofloxacin with doxycycline.

“People are going to be switched
from cipro to doxycycline because it
can be more easily tolerated,” district
of Columbia chief health officer Ivan
walks told CNN yesterday.

“New folks starting on medication
will be starting on doxycycline,
including the nine judges from the
Supreme Court,” Walks said.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) has approved three
antibiotics to treat anthrax: cipro,
doxycycline and penicillin.

“There might be some concern
regarding cipro if the drug is used too
widely,” CDC spokeswoman Kathy

Harbin said.
USA Today & AFP

gave false warnings when no danger
existed.

That report was based on two-year-
old data, and “in the last two years, we
have made significant progress,” said
Col Stephen V Reeves of the Army,
who manages the Joint Program
Office for Biological Defence.

Eleven units, which weigh about 300
pounds each, are being evaluated at
the Dugway Proving Grounds in Utah.
Colonel Reeves said he believed the
system was “very close” to meeting all
of the critical goals, including a 90
percent accuracy rate.

according to the latest annual report
from the Pentagon to Congress on the
status of chemical and biological
defenses. Some air bases use a net-
work of these sensors and compare
their readings, to cut down on false
warnings.

Another system tries to use light to
detect aerosol clouds from miles away,
but it cannot tell whether the clouds
contain pathogens. )

The Pentagon’s inspector general
last year criticised development of a
new, more advanced system known as
the Joint Biological Point Detection
System for achieving only one of 10
critical goals.

It broke down often, failed to identi-

something dangerou$ is found.

“I don’t think we’r anywhere near
the smoke detector for bio,” said Dr
Stephen S Morse, dir¢ctor of the Cen-
ter for Public Health Preparedness at
Columbia University, who once ran a
Pentagon research programme on
ways to detect and diagnose
pathogens.

The biggest problem is differentiat-
ing between the hordes of more or less
harmless germs normally in the air
from dangerous bacteria — often their
close relatives.

The military has spent hundreds of
millions of dollars to develop detec-
tors. The truck-based system stationed
at the Pentagon can identify four bio-
logical agents in less than 45 minutes,

tors’ offices and hospitals, reporting
flu-like symptoms. By the time the
proper diagnosis was made, perhaps
days later, the anthrax spores would
have germinated into bacteria, the
bacteria would be producing toxins
and the toxins would be doing their
deadly work in the body.

“Almost always it’s too late,” said Dr
Alan P Zelicoff, a physician and expert
on biological arms at the Sandia
National Laboratory in Albuguerque.

So for a biological attack, experts
agree, warning systems are crucial.

The ideal, they say, would be
something that works like a smoke
detector, an inexpensive device
that quietly samples the air and

But designing and building suich a sys-
tem has proved difficult. Current
detection systems, like the devices put
around the Pentagon, are bulky,
expensive, slow to discern problems
and prone to false warnings.

Experts say they are years away
from achieving their goal — the equiv-
alent of a smoke detector for biologi-
cal weapons.

But if they could produce such a
device, it could transform some
threats, like anthrax, from weapons of
mass destruction to scary nuisances.

Without stealth, anthrax makes for
a feeble weapon. In an attack, a cloud
of finely milled anthrax would
descend, invisible and odourless, Peo-
ple would eventually turn up at doc-

Kenneth Chang & Andrew Pollac
Washington, October 28

THE AUTONOMOUS Pathogen Detec-
tion System can identify multiple air-
borne biological agents.

The United States has spent hun-
dreds of millions of dollars trying to
develop early warning detectors for
biological attacks — on Friday it erect-
ed some around the Pentagon — but so
far the systems are far from perfect,
scientists say.

That people infected with anthrax
are likely to survive if they are
promptly treated has reinforced a
broad agreement among scientists

, that the best defence against a biologi-

US drops cipro for doxycycline:
Health officials in Washington have
replaced anti anthrax drug

‘cal attack is an early warning system.

sounds a warning only when

fy lethal pathogens and sometimes

/

Pak minister
urges US to

- Cm

lian

s die as Osama eludes Americans

‘ [ )
rethink attacks o= War against
. CIVILIAN CASUALTIES mount- .
Islamabad, October 28 ed in Afghanistan over the week- Ta lz b an

A SENIOR Pakistani Minister
has asked the US to review its
three-week-long military cam-
paign in Afghanistan as it has
failed to destroy the Taliban and

end as more American bombs
went off-target, hitting homes
not only in Kabul and other Tal-
iban-controlled territory but also
in a village controlled by the
Opposition Northern Alliance.

going badly’

Washington, October 28

crack down on the al-Qaida. A US bomb crashed through a
Minister for Interior Affairs flimsy mud-brick home in Kabul - -
Moinuddin Haider told ameeting on Sunday, blowing to bits seven THE US war against _terrorlst
in Lahore yesterday that the US  children and their father as they mastermind .Osam.a bin Laden
and the Taliban is currently

objective of waging a war on
Afghanistan does not seem to

- have been achieved.

. “Now the world, including Pa-
kistan, has started thinking that
whatever is happening in Afgha-
nistan is not good. The Muslims
are upset over the large number
of civilian casualties,” he said.

“Like other Muslims of the
world, our hearts are throbbing
over civilian casualties and diffi-
culties faced by Afghanistan due
to the war. The Afghans have sur-
vived despite heavy air strikes
because their determination is
strong.” Haider, a close confi-

dante of Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf, denied Islam-
abad providing maps and infor-
mation on Osama bin Laden’s
hideouts to the US.

“Neither we nor many Afghans
know the whereabouts of Osama
bin Laden. The situation would
not have been the same after
three weeks of heavy bombard-
ment had we given the secret
information to the US,” he said.

Haider denied that the US was
using Pakistani air bases for mil-
itary operations. “The US is occa-
sionally using the air bases of
Pasni, Baddin and Jacobabad for
only rescue and search opera-
tions,” he said. Pakistan’s air
force was on high alert to take
action on any plane violating the
air space in sensitive areas.

“Pakistan will never compro- s
mise on its nuclear programme.
The ground preparations are
complete to face any adventure
or attack by India.”

Haider said Pakistan had
allowed religious freedom to all
solitical parties and the press
~as functioning independently.

On the refugees pouring into
‘he country, Haider said, “We
1ave been looking after 2.5 mil-

ion Afghan refugees for the last
wo decades. ” PTI

ate breakfast, their mother said.

US bombers killed 12 civilians

in two early morning raids on
the Afghan capital. The blast that
killed the family also destroyed
their neighbour’s house, killing
twg, children there, witnesses
said. .,
The house was in a regidential
area called Qalaye Khatir near a
hill where the hardline Taliban
militia had placed an anti-air-
craft gun.

A civilian was killed on Satur-
day when US planes mistakenly
bombed a village north of the
city in territory controlled by the
Northern Alliance, residents

said.
Al-Jazeera television of Qatar

had earlier reported that 10 civil-

ians were killed by a stray US
bomb in the same area.

“What shall I do now? Look at
their savageness,” wailed the
woman who lost her children and
husband in Kabul as the corpses
were pulled from the smoulder-
ing wreckage of her home and
wrapped in shrouds.

“They killed all of my children
and husband,” she said. “The
whole world is responsible for
this tragedy. Why are they not
taking any decision to stop this?”

The killing of yet more civil-
ians is likely to increase calls
from Islamic groups and aid
agencies for a halt to the bomb-
ing.

Sobs racked the body of a mid-
dle-aged man as he cradled the
head of his baby, its dust-covered
body dressed only in a blue dia-
per, lying beside the bodies of
three other children, their
colourful clothes layered with
debris. from their shattered
homes.

The attacks were launched
three weeks ago against
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban in
retaliation for sheltering Osama

Men mourn over the bodigs of four children killed in a US bombing raid on Kabul on Sunday.

bin Laden, the suspected master-
mind behind the September 11
attacks on the United States that
killed some 5,000.

Men digging graves for the
children were angry. “Your film-
ing makes no difference. No body
runs it. Just get lost,” one said to
a Reuters reporter.

Two other civilians died when
a bomb hit the minibus in which
they were attempting to flee
Kabul with their family,

A reporter said one woman
was Killed and 10 people injured
when warplanes mistakenly
bombed the tiny hamlet of
Ghanikhel controlled by the

Northern Alliance on Saturday.

About 100 locals gathered in
the cemetery for the funeral of
Kukugul, who died when her
house was struck by a huge blast
between 4 and 5 p.m.

The United States and its allies
have been attacking frontline
Taliban positions north of Kabul

for a week, dropping powerful
explosives from high in the sky
to avoid the Taliban’s meagre air
defences.

“There has only been one
explosion on opposition territo-
ry,” Haji Kahar, an opposition
foreign ministry spo
based in Jabal-#s-Saraj,

AP PHOTO

said:”Ope woman was killed and
around eight people were injured
in the town of Ghanikhel.”

The Taliban say hundreds of
Afghan civilians have been killed
by stray US bombs or missiles.
US officials call the figure exag-
gerated.

Reuters

-«

going badly, American officials
have said.

The US had suffered a week of
setbacks, followed by the capture
and execution of powerful Oppo-
sition leader Abdul Haq, which
“tested US patience and its plan
of attack,” the Washington Post
quoted them as saying.

“Despite 20 days of punishing
airstrikes, the US military has
yet to really engage the Taliban,”
it quoted administration officials
as saying.

“As the campaign enters its

fourth week, with the Muslim

holy month of Ramzan and win-
ter fast approaching, the Bush
administration has begun to
hunker down and admit to itself
what it has repeatedly insisted in
public — that the war against the
Taliban and the terrorists it shel-
ters will be neither short nor
easy,” the report said.

“We are kind of like wrestlers,
with totally different styles,”
said one official referring to the
US and the Taliban militia. “We
are still trying to figure out
whether leverage point is on
these guys. We haven’t found it
yet.” The Post said that time may
not be on the administration’s
side, “especially as key Muslim
allies in the anti-terrorism war,
most notably Pakistan and
Egypt, begin to demonstrate
open impatience with the pace
and results of the campaign.”

Analysts noted the that US
with its deep faith in Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf fol-
lowed his advice and the CIA
worked with ISI to secure major
defections. The plan flopped and
the Pakistanis could not deliver.

The Washington Times, mean-
while, said US military forces
turned down requests from Haq
for air strike support against the
Taliban. PTI

N

_ CLUSTER BOM

Cluster bombs, designed to scatter explosives
cver a large area, are among the weapons that
US military forces use in Afghanistan.

How cluster bombs work

Explosives called bomblets are packed into a large
canister, which opens fo raisase the bomblets afer
baing dropped from a plane. Cluster bombs coms ina
varisty of shapes and sizes, typically weighing about
450 kg and containing about 200 bomblets,

Bomblets are usually about 8 in/20 cm long anid have
parachute-like devices attached, They can covera wide
aroa and are designed to break into small metal fragments

upon detonation.

urce: Federation of American Scierists, Human Rights Wateh

Individual
bomblets
fioat down
10 target

AFGHANISTAN

¥

.....

Northern Alliance
activity

US bombing

Media tur\7{8 out to be
the loser in this war

Anand K Sahay
Dushanbe/ Tashkent, October 28

A FEATURE of the war in
Afghanistan, especially that con-
cerning the northern part of the
country, is the absence of any
authorised information to the
media.

The inevitable consequence of
the opagueness being practised
by the countries most closely
involved with the conflict is that
the media is left to fend for itself.

More than a thousand journal-
ists from across the world who
have been in and out of northern
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, since the US air

. bombardment began on October
7 have had to rely perforce on

official sources at these centres
which, as a rule, decline to be
identified.

Predictably, the propaganda
element — or sometimes down-
right impressionistic attitudes —
rules the roost in journalistic
desptaches.

Journalists billeted at Hotel

On-the-ground verification of
the military situation is, of
course, ruled out as journalists
are not allowed to most of
Afghanistan, and are certainly
far away from an area as crucial
as Mazar-e-Sharif in Northern
Afghanistan, which has emerged
as a prime pitch of conflict.

Several ambassadors at. a
diplomatic reception at Tashkent
last night confessed that they did
not quite know what to believe,
and that no one was keen to let
them know much either.

The US embassy at Tashkent
has put in place a system of peri-
odic “deep background” briefin-
gs to which only a handful of
journalists are invited.

If the world’s leading democ-
racy and sole superpower relies
on media manipulation, the Rus-
sians, Iranians, Tajiks, Uzbeks,
Chinese, Indians, Pakistanis, and

-the Northern Alliance in general

prefer to bypass the media alto-
gether.

As a result, the dissemination
of relatively undoctored infor-

the Taliban possessed have al-
ready been wiped out several
times over? Why are US bombers
not going for the Taliban ar-
mour? Will the US infantry be in-
volved in the fighting eventually?

Other questions of value are:
Is the Northern Alliance actually
being held back from the fighting
by America? What is the extent
of US-Russian coordination in
the war effort, and the simulta-
neous diplomatic moves being
made to fashion Kabul’s political
future? :

What the sustained bombard-
ment has done to the poverty in
the region is another key ques-
tion that officials do not give
much thought to, as they ponder
the state of the war.

A British television journalist
yesterday said that a US. fighter
jet mistakenly fired a missile
into Afghan territory controlled
by the Northern Alliance, report-
edly killing a family and wound-
ing as many as 20 others.

Jeff Meade of Sky News said
he was in Bagram near Jabal

CIA gets licence
to kill in
40 countries

Washington, October 28

THE CIA can now kill terrorists
in about 40 countries, The Wash-
ington Post reported today.

President George W Bush has
authorised CIA to carry ot tar-
geted killings of terrorists and
possibly their financiers in about
40 countries.

The directive broadens the
class of potential targets beyond
Osama bin Laden and his imme-
diate circle of aides, and also
beyond the present boundaries of
the fight in Afghanistan.

“Armed with new authority
from President Bush for a global
campaign against al-Qaida, the
CIA is contemplating clandestine
missions expressly aimed at
killing specified individuals for
the first time since the assassina-
tion scandals and consequent
legal restraints of the 1970s,” The
Washington Post reported.

Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said, “It is certainly
within the President’s powers to
direct that, in our self-defence.”

It may be possible that the
instruments of targeted killings

o “g Taliban and Tajikistan in Dushanbe, or atthe mation to readers, viewers or lis- Seraj late in the afternoon when will be “foreign agents,” the
Kandahar T . Northern Alliance Sheraton or the Orzu in teners has become a major casu- he saw an F-18 Hornet fire a mis- CIA’s term for non-employees
1BAN clashes Tashkent, are often heard tocom-  alty in this war. sile that was headed in the wrong  who act on its behalf.

- Airports used
by the US

Cluster bombs

used

plain that they find it impossible
to crosscheck what they hear
from sources. This is also true of
Western correspondents who
generally support the war
against terrorism.

Crucial questions naturally go
unaddressed at the level of news
or factual information. For
instance, how much longer will
the US air bombardment contin-
ue since the few strategic assets

direction, into the area of the
anti-taliban forces. Sky broad-
cast film of the fighter jet, clear-
ly visible in sky above their cam-
eraman, as it fired the weapon,
but the impact wasn’t visible.

But there is a debate within
the CIA and the Government as
to how wide should the Govern-
ment draw the circle around
Osama and in which countries.

PTI

-



Aockheed
| )
heats Boeing
to record jet
confract .

Washington, October 27

/

HE PENTAGON chose Lock-
eed Martin Corp over Boeing
Corp on Friday to build its high-
tech, next-generation fighter jet,
\'a contract that will be worth at
least $200 billion, the largest in
Defence Department history.

Air Force Secretary James G.
Roche announced Lockheed was -
the winner of an $18.9 billion
engineering and manufacturing
development contract that even-
tually is expected to lead to the
go-ahead to build 3,000 superson-
ic F-35 jets with radar-evading
capabilities. The first planes are
to be delivered in 2008.

Roche didn't release details of
why Lockheed was picked but
said during the review process
its proposal “emerged continu-

) ously as the clear winner.” He
applauded both companies’
efforts and said they will be
briefed in detail on the decision
in coming weeks, he said.

The F-35 will replace the aging
fighter jets of the Air Force,
Navy and Marines, albeit with
modifications to fit the needs of
each branch. It also will be used .
by Britain’s Royal Air Force and
Navy, which want 150 of the
planes. Britain has committed $2
billion toward development.

Lockheed and Boeing waged a
long and costly advertising and
lobbying campaign for the con-
tract, which establishes Lock-
heed as the nation’s sole fighter
jet manufacturer.

Lockheed, based in Bethesda,
has said the contract would add
up to 9,000 jobs at its Lockheed

. Martin Aeronautics division in
Fort Worth, Texas, which
currently employs  11,000.
Employees there gathered to
watch the announcement and
burst into cheers when Lockheed
was chosen.

Lockheed will develop the jet
with Northrup Grumman Corp.
and BAE Systems of Great
Britain.

The Defense Department gave
Boeing and Lockheed $660 mil-
lion each in 1996 for research and
development of prototypes that
could take off quickly, land verti-
cally and on carrier decks, throw
off radar and provide all the
high-tech cockpit gadgetry
demanded by modern warfare.

The plane is designed to
replace the Air Force’s F-16 and
A-10, the Navy’s F/A-18 and the
Marine Corps’ AV-8B Harrier.

Boeing’s test model, dubbed
the X-32, is more compact than | u}
Lockheed’s X-35. The X-32 has a n'E HlNDUSTAN
gaping air intake on the front
and dual lift nozzles underneath, . oAaeT ? 031
while the X-35 achieves its short i vouetlo-
takeoffs and vertical landings
with a single thruster and a lift
fan at the top of the plane.

Both Boeing and Lockheed’s
planes for the Marines, the Royal
Air Force and the Royal Navy can
land vertically. Versions for the

Air Force and Navy are designed,/
to land conventionally. 7{
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U S. carries out ‘heawest’ air strikes

FUANRY:

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \,Jj)

WASHINGTON, OCT. 27. With the air
strikes against Afghanistan enter-
ing the fourth week, the U.S. to-
day stepped up its attacks,
believed to be the heaviest since
the start of the campaign.
American jets pounded targets

i and Taliban positions north of

Kabul. They attacks were fo-
cussed on the Sia Ku Hill that
overlooks Bagram airport, held by
the Opposition. The Northern Al-
liance is unable to use it because
the Taliban controls positions on
the hill.

The strikes began early with the
initial focus on the frontlines and
positions around Kabul. Northern
Alliance commanders have said
that the Taliban was moving
troops to the frontlines to rein-
force positions against them.

" There is apprehension in some
quarters that the U.S. has got
bogged down in Afghanistan. This
comes in the backdrop of the cap-
ture and subsequent execution of
a respected anti-Taliban leader, a
show of defiance by the Taliban
that has raised a few eyebrows
here.

With Britain, and perhaps even
Australia, committing ground
troops, a confident U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George Bush, has taken
the position that the air strikes
were eroding the Taliban’s
strength and setting the stage for
the defeat of the terror network,
the Al-Qaeda. “We're slowly but
surely dismantling Taliban de-
fences, military installations, the
Taliban command and control
structure — all aimed at bringing
the Al-Qaeda criminals to jus-
tice,” Mr. Bush told business,
trade and agricultural leaders at
the White House on Friday.

Mr. Bush, who later left the
White House for Camp David to
spend the weekend, asked for pa-

tience. ‘“The American people are

Over 5,000 Pakistani men, many of them armed with assault rifles, set out of village of Temergarah
on Saturday for the Afghan frontier, vowing to fight a holy war against the U.S. — AP

going to have to be patient.
They’re going to have to be deter-
mined, just like our military is.
And with that patience and with
that determination, we will even-
tually smoke them out of the
holes and get them and bring
them to justice.”

Search on for American

DPA, AFP, Reuters report:

The Taliban militia denied kill-
ing five opposition commanders
in the Samangan province, the Af-
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) reported.
A Kabul-based spokesman for the
Taliban, Mullah Amir Khan Mut-
taqi, told AIP that the information
was wrong.

AIP had reported earlier that
the Taliban had hanged five op-
position Wnders and taken

15 of their fighters prisoners.

The reports of the hanging
came a day after the Taliban exe-
cuted the Afghan resistance hero,
Abdul Haq. The Taliban also
warned supporters of Afghanis-
tan’s ex-King, Mr. Zahir Shah, to
stay out of the country, the AIP
reported. Highlighting the cap-
ture of Abdul Haq, the Taliban in-
telligence chief, Qari Ahmadullah,
insisted the militia had spies in
every district. “We warn you not
to intend to come here; stay away
from your dangerous intentions.
Otherwise you will face grave con-
sequences,” he said in a state-
ment.

‘ICRC warehouses hit’

The U.S. military said that its
fighters and B-52 bombers had

mistakenly bombed six ware-
houses used by the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and a nearby residential
area in Kabul. Two of the ware-
houses had been mistakenly
bombed by U.S. aircraft only 10
days earlier, the Central Com-
mand said.

Mullah Omar calls
for holy war

CAIRO, OCT. 27. The leader of the
Taliban, Mullah Mohammed
Omar, called for a “holy war” and
said that the U.S., Russia, India
and Israel were on his list of ter-
rorist states, a Taliban spokesman

told Al- Iaéeera, the Arabic 24- .~
hour news channel. — DPA
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; stands little chande of being realised. He and his predecessors
i perhaps too good a job. Taliban have so far shown little sign of |

/i n)é\\%Russia takes a hand

GENERAL usharraf may be looking at a torrid winter this |
year, as his plea to the US-led coalition to wrap up the Af-
ghan campaign kefore 17 November, the onset of Ramzan,

have done a good job of setting up and training the Taliban —

buckling under pressure. For a long time the US, on Pakistani
prompting, desisted from bombing frontline Taliban positions. -

It also yielded to Pakistani pressure that there was an animal !

i called the “moderate Taliban” members which could join a
* future government. The Pakistanis have come up with a self- [

serving formula: government posts would be divided equally |
among the Northern Alliance, Pushtun tribesmen from |
southern Afghanistan, and “moderate Taliban”. But the \
Taliban is no Humpty-Dumpty; it is not splitting as Musharraf

prophesied. Meanwhile, Russia has taken an unexpected hand. |
President Putin flew from the APEC meeting to meet the man |
most of the world, if not the US, recognises as Afghanistan’s ;
president, Burhanuddin Rabbani. Putin promised Rabbani

what has not been forthcoming from the US so far — arms and
aid for the Northern Alliance. Also, significantly, he saw no !
place for “moderate Taliban” in a future Afghan government.

| Putin’s upping the ante has undercut Colin Powell’s strategy |

and forced the US to step up support for the alliance.

. Regarding the Ramzan deadline, defence secretary Rumsfeld |
' has acerbically noted that Muslim nations and groups do not

stop fighting either with ot rs or among themselves during
the holy month. @ ‘
If a full-fledged ground assaul 18 neces flush out the
Taliban, the question is who will uridertake the task. The use |
of US soldiers on a large scale is likely to incite Afghan
opposition and bog them down in what has been described as
“Vietham with snow”. The preferred option is a rearmed
Northern Alliance backed by defecting Taliban troops, if any
exist, and US air action, while specialist American and British !

' commando units take on the Al Qaeda. Despite reports of '
. “stinging” strikes around Kandahar, US commandos have
' hardly achieved anything yet. The ragtag alliance forces,

' which is treating the intense landmine and trench type forti-
' fications around Kabul with deserved respect, badly needs to

J be re-equipped. An alternate government has to be organised.

|
\

In short, plenty of work all around, and the war is likely to
drag on into winter, Which brings us hack to Musharraf, who |
Wlll face bigger protests from jehadif. Eventually, he will have ,
' little gmion but to take them on.

THE STATESLIA



HWassive air raids on Kabul: Rumsfeld

p flop on Osama

Pak can't foist govi on

Eolhdl

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25. — The USA has
said Pakistan cannot again “foist a
government of its choice” on post-Taliban
Afghanistan.

“The next Afghan government can't be
dictated by Pakistan,” the secretary of state,
General Colin Powell, yesterday told the
House International Relations Committee.

The Pakistani President is pushing for
the inclusion of moderate Taliban in post-
war dispensation in Afghanistan which
would be friendly to Islamabad. Gen
Powell said Pakistan has a passing
interest in Afghanistan because of its
proximity. Hence they can’t stay
indifferent, but “they can’t do what they
did before, namely foisting a government
of their choice,” he added.

Gen Powell said Afghanistan’s neighbours
and countries like China and Russia must
be consulted in the formation of a post-war
government in Afghanistan and the UN is
taking a lead role.

Earlier, speaking at a joint press
conference with his British counterpart,
Mr Jack Straw, Gen Powell reiterated that
the military operation in Afghanistan
won’t be curtailed during Ramzan as
pleaded by Gen Pervez Musharraf.

The US defence secretary, Mr Donald
Rumsfeld, today distanced himself from
his earlier remarks to a newspaper that
the USA may not catch Osama bin Laden.

Mr Rumsfeld told the USA Today
newspaper that it would be “very difficult”
to capture or kill Osama. “It’s a big
world...There are lots of countries. He’s got
a lot of money, he’s got a lot of people who
support him, and I just don’t know
whether we'll be -suceemsfulicie-
quoted as telling the newspaper.

However, at a Pentagon press briefing
later Mr Rumsfeld said: “You bet, we
expect to get them.”

US jets styaék Kabul late tonight and
strong detonations shook buildings in the

Agencies

' Afghanistan:

centre of th c1ty.
At least seven waves of aircraft thundered
overhead r 11 p.m., dropping bombs

near the airport and other areas of the city
in the heaviest raid on the capital in days.
Taliban gunners returned fire, and mobile

THIS TOY DOESN'T PLEASE: A child with a toy
gun and a poster of Bin Laden doesn’t seem very
happy. He is with his father at a demonstration
in islamabad on Thursday. — AP{PTI

anti-aircraft weapons could be heard
-the-daikentd-streets. - The
extent of damage could not be determined
because of the curfew which prevents
people from leaving their homes at night.
US aircraft also launched a second wave
of attacks on Taliban positions near the
frontline north of Kabul, %;sles said.

ﬁ}g_s

‘| mail handler works at a facility in

 Western planes resumed flights over the

Shomali Plain in the afternoon. Three
explosions were heard at a Taliban position
called Que Tutakhan overlooking Bagram
Airport, about 30 to 40 km north of Kabul.

Today’s raid was the fifth consecutive day
of US-led air attacks on forward Taliban
positions near the capital. The USAshas
also attacked suspected hideouts of Osama
bin Laden in Afghanistan’s eastern Paktia
province bordering Pakistan.

France said today it had strengthened its
Intelligence-gathering role in the US-led
military action against Afghanistan,
including the use of sophisticated Mirage
IV-P spy planes.

Cluster bombs dropped by US warplanes
on a village in western Afghanistan had
killed nine civilians on Monday, the UN
said today.

. Pak detainee dead: A Pakistani, detain-

ed in connection with probes into 11
September attacks has died in his cell in a
New Jersey prison. Officials said
yesterday Muhammed Butt’s death was

E related to heart condition.

| ANOTHER ANTHRAX CASE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25. — An employee
at the US State Department’s remote
mail facility in suburban Virginia has
..been admitted to hospital with anthrax,
a spokesman announced today, Mr
Richard Boucher said the unidentified

Sterling, Virginia and went to the
hospital yesterday with flu-like
symptoms. “He tested positive for the
disease,” said the spokesman. The
diaghosis marked tlte 13th kmewn case of
.anthrax nationwide in the past few
‘weeks. — AP

8 More reports on pages 5, 8
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Mmm STRIKES BACK / DAY [

US drops clustg

Islamabad, October 25

THE US for the first time used
cluster bombs on Taliban front-
lines as it intensified airstrikes
on the militia headquarters of
Kandahar and the key town of
Mazar-e-Sharif. A packed bus in
Kandahar took an air hit that
killed, according to the Taliban,
everyone on board.

“At least 40, perhaps 50 people
might have been killed in the
attacks though the exact num-
bers are not known,” Taliban
Education Minister Amir Khan
Muttam was quoted as saying. A

N spokeswoman said in Islam-
abad that the cluster bombs
killed nine civilians in a village. -

.As the US intensified its mili-
tary campaign, Britain was
reportedly poised to send ground
troops in Afghanistan. BBCradio
and television, quoting senior
Defénce sources, said around 600
Royal Marine commandos and
several hundred spec1al forces,
currently engaged in exercise in
'Oman, were set for deployment.’
Thesé forces include groups
especially trained in mountain
and winter warfare.

" Simultaneously with the mili-
tary campaign, diplomatic
efforts gained momentum for a
¥iable post-Taliban government.
The Saudi Forelgn Minister,
Baud al-Faisal, is in Pakistan for
talks with President Pervez
Musharraf.
; But the UN was concerned
over the use of cluster bombs,
and said unexploded bomblets
from cluster bombs had trapped
villagers near the western
‘Afghan city of Herat. Cluster
bombs are controversial
weapons consisting of a canister
which breaks apart to release a
large number of small bombs.
The UN official said eight peo-
ple from the village had been
killed in the American attack.
The UTnited Nations report of

Osama may be hard to
catch: Rumsfeld

AFTER 18 DAYS of airstrikes
on Afghanistan, American
Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said on Wednesday
that US forces might not catch
Osama bin Laden. But he pre-
dicted that the Taliban regime
harbouring bin Laden would
be toppled.

In an interview with the
USA Today editorial board,
Rumsfeld cautioned repeated-
ly that it would be “very diffi-
cult” to capture or kill bin
Laden: “It's a big world. There
are lots of countries. He’s got
a lot of money, he's got a lot of
people who support him, and I
just don’t know whether we'll
be successful. Clearly, it would
be highly desirable to find |
him.” Even if bin Laden were

would carry on, Rumsfeld
said. “If he were gone tomor-
row, the same problem would
exist.”

President George W Bush
said on September 18 that he
wanted bin Laden “dead or
alive.”

But recently he has played
down the importance of cap-
turing bin Laden, the alleged
mastermind behind the Sep-

tember 11 attacks, and
stressed a less specific goal of
smashing terrorism.

USA Today, Washington

the cluster bomb — a weapon
used by American forces in every
war since Vietnam that has fre-
quently caused civilian deaths —
was the latest of a growipg num-
ber of accounts of American
bombs going astray and cdusing
civilian casualties.

US warplanes dropped cluster
bombs in the overnight attacks on

killed, his-terrorist network |

A B-1B Lancer drops cluster bombs during a live fire exercise,

Taliban frontlines north of Kabul,
including Bagram airbase and
Keshendah and Dara-e-Souf closer
to Mazar-e-Sharif, the Bakhtar
news agency said. It also said that
most of the bombs have not explod-
ed. US raids struck targets in and
around Kandahar early this

morning, in part targetmg a fuel
storage facility outside the city.
The US fighters also pounded tar-
gets around the Afghan capital
Kabul and struck Taliban mili-
tary positions along the frontlines
several km to the north.

The Taliban also reported

overnight attacks at the western
city of Herat and the provinces of
Balkh and Samagan, where the
opposition Northern Alliance is
fighting the militia to open the
road to Mazar-e-Sharif,
There have been increasing
accounts of Taliban fighters

Afghan peace meetmg backs King Noroomfor

Peshawar October 25

VOKIN G TRADITION

to

‘resolve a modern dispute, more
than 1,000 Afghans today
demanded an end to hostilities in
Afghanistan and called on the
country’s former King, Zahir
Shah, to help form a multi-ethnic
Government.

They also demanded that
“those foreigners who add more
to our miseries” leave the coun-
try — a reference to Osama bin
Laden and the mostly Arab mem-

bers of the al-Qaida terrorist:

group hiding in Afghanistan.

“They should not exploit the
Afghan hospitality any longer,”
said a resolution they passed
after the two-day conference for
peace and national unity.

The all-male conclave endorsed

the resolution in a jirga, or tradi-
tional meeting, after filing into
Nishtar hall in Peshawar near
the Afghan border.
i Their one-page resolution out-
lined what they called the “build-
ing blocks” for a new Govern-
ment that could help rebuild
Afghanistan.

They feel King Zahir Shah, in
exile in Rome since 1973, should
join other eminent Afghan fig-
ures to play an “effective role,
according to his moderate and
balanced policy, to put an end to
this crisis”.

The . “warring parties” of
Afghanistan and USA should end
their operations “as early as pos-
sible”, including the “very
important” task of disarming
the Afghan capital, Kabul.

They demand that political

i . >

AFP PHOTO

The convener of the Afghan Peace Conference in Peshawar, Syed Ahmed Gilani (right), talks with other leaders

during the meeting on Thursday.

actlvity ‘fo devise a new Govern-
ment should replace military
activity at the earliest. A loya
jirga, (grand council of chiefs) be
convened to decide the future of
Afghanistan, they said.

The resolution did not directly:

advocate the fall of the Taliban
regime, though members of the
conference have made clear that
is a key goal before a new Gov-
ernment can be formed.
Participants — largely from

southern Afghan tribes with
monarchist sympathies — were
trying to prevent what they
called “a political vacuum” in
the event of the US-led military
strikes unseating the Taliban.

“If that vacuum were filled by
a particular group through mili-
tary operation, it would turntoa
new phase of bloodshed and dis-
order .and would afflict our
nation with new misfortune,” the
resolution said.

The “particular group” it
referred to is the Northern
Alliance.

Security forces checked IDs
outside the hall and armed police
watched the scene as men in
flowing beards queued up for the
meeting.

Some at the meeting criticised
bin Laden for placing
Afghanistan and its population
in the international line of ﬁre

Police officers don protective gear to investigafe a suspicious package at the Associated Press office in London
on Thursday. The package was later found to be clean.

Washington, October 25

HEALTH OFFICIALS here moni-
tored increasing numbers of peo-
ple for suspected anthrax today
while John E Potter, theostmas-
ter-general, acknowledged that
he could not guarantee the safety
of the mails. President Bush
warned that the nation was “still
under attack”.

Their statements reflected the
growing sense that Government
officials had badly underestimat-
ed the threat posed by the anthrax
contained in a handful of letters
sent to Congress and media
organisations in recent weeks.
Two postal workers in Washing-
ton have died and at least two oth-
ers have been infected.

Dr David Satcher, surgeon-gen-
eral, said in hindsight, “we were
wrong” not to have considered

that a sealed envelope containing

anthrax might pose a hazard as it
passed through a post office.
Several scientists said today
the letter sent to Senator Tom
Daschle, Democrat of South

Hekmatyar
Rahbani +
Amhassador

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 25

GULBUDDIN HEKMATYAR is
unacceptable as the President of
a post-Taliban Afghanistan, said
Masood Khalili, the Ambassador
of the Burhanuddin Rabbani
Government of Afghanistan,
here today. Khalili said the former
President had a bad image in the
northern part of Afghanistan.

About King Zahir Shah, he
said: “The King ruled for 42 years .

and tried to introduce democracy.
We are examining the possibility
of allowing him to head a forma-
tion, but he must prove to be

active and effective.”
Hereiterated that the Northern
Alliance is committed to

installing a broad-based, multi-
ethnic Government in Kabul. No
neighbouring country, he said,
with particular reference to Pak-
istan, should have any say in its
formation.

He rejected the idea of a “mod-
erate” Taliban. “You are either a
Taliban or not. There are people
at the lower levels who are too
scared to protest. If they leave,
they have to denounce the Tal-

AFP PHOTO

The bombs are feared by ground troops for their awesome spread.

moving troops and tanks into
residential  neighbourhoods,
either to deter bombing or to lure
American pilots into hitting
civiliap targets. ‘
Pentagon seemed surprised
over the Taliban’s tenacity. US
Navy Rear Admiral John Stuffle-

e\

iban.” Khalili directly accused
the Pakistani ISI of fomenting
international terrorism. “The
Taliban will not survive without
the ISI. Together they have devel-
oped the ‘Islamic depth strategy’
while the IS has its own geo-polit-
ical depth strategy.”

Khalili, who addressed his ﬁrst
press conference after surviving
the September 9 suicide attack by
two alleged al-Qaida operatives,
said Pakistan President Pervez

r borﬁﬁs on Taliban frontlines

A0 A L0

beem said: “I am a bit surprised
at how doggedly they are hang-
ing on to power. They have
proven to be tough warriors.”

“For Mollah Omar not to see
the 1nev1tab111ty of what will
happen surprises me,” he said.
“But we are prepared to take
however long is required to bring
the Taliban down.”

The Admiral, who has
promised that the air campa1gn
will not be directed against resi-
dential areas in the city,
expressed hope that civilians will
turn on the Taliban in the cities
as the conflict wears on. He said
US forces will take action in the
cities in a way that does not
threaten locals. “It is not our
intention to reduce the city to
rubble while they hide in there.
We will find clever ways to go
after them.”

He also expressed apprehen-

sion that the Taliban pay poison
food brought into Afghanistan
for humanitarian relief and
blame it on Americans.

The Taliban, however, rejected
the US allegation, calling it “cyn-
ical propaganda" “No one is so
cruel as to poison his own people.
This is propaganda whlch proves
America is nervous,” Mutaqgqi
told Afghan Islamic Press, a pak-
istan-based news agency.

The Taliban have detained
more than 100 people in Kanda-
har and threatened to execute
anyone helping the US, a private
news agency has reported. “As
per Mullah Omar’s decree, any-
one found working for enemies
will be executed after a summary

trial,” the South Asian Dispatch .

Agency quoted Mullah Abdul
Razzak, an official of the Taliban
interior ministry, as saying.

In London, Prime Minister
Tony Blair indicated that the
most likely outcome of the mili-
tary campaign in Afghanistan is
the death of Osama bin Ladeg

Patient discharged

A POSTAIL  department
employee infected after inhal-
ing anthrax, while working at
a tabloid publishing company,
was released from the hospital,
his family said on Wednesday.

Ernesto Blanco (73) was
released late on Tuesday after
a 23-day stay and was reported-
ly recovering at his North
Miami home. Blanco was hos-
pitalised on October 1. Doctors
initially believed his symp-
toms were from pneumonia.

He hasn’t decided on joining
work at the office, where he
contracted the disease.

AP Boca Raton

Osama bought anthrax

OSAMA BIN Laden bought
anthrax spores by mail about
‘three years ago, according to-
one of his chief lieutenants, a
British daily has reported.
Osama paid $3,500 to buy the
bacteria through an- Islamic
separatist group in Indonesia
and another $7,000 for supplies
of e-coli and salmonella from
eastern Europe, the fabloid
‘Mirror’ said on Thursday.

The disclosure came in a
“confession” by Ahmad
Ibrahim al-Najjar, a senior al-
Raida lieutenant who was
jailed for life in Egypt last year.

AFP PHOT!
Afghan Ambassador Masood Khahll gestures during a press conference
in New Delhi on Thursday.

Musharraf’s call for an end to the
bombing of Taliban country by
the beginning of the holy mont}
of Ramzan should not be
accepted.

“The Taliban is not Islam1c
There is nothing in the Qurar
against killing terrorists in the
month of Ramzan. Even the
Prophet had ordered a mosque t¢
be destroyed when it became
known that a plot had beer
hatched inside it.”

US had made light of anthrax threat

Opp forces might
open second front
against Taliban

Islamabad, October 25

ANTI-TALIBAN Afghan forces
backed by America are prepar-
ing to open a second front of
ground attack against the ruling
militia. A senior rebel Pushtoon
commander has already crossed
into Afghanistan from Pakistan
with a band of supporters.

Abdul Haq crossed into
Afghanistan on October 21 with
hundreds of well-armed support-
ers, to mount an offensive
against Taliban in eastern Nan-
grahar province, unconfirmed
reports said.

The Dawn, quoting Haq’s asso-
ciates from Peshawar, said he
went towards Jalalabad with a
large force. Haq is reported to
have headed for Spingar moun-
tains north of Jalalabad, which
divides Afghamstan s Pakita and
Nangrahar provinces.

Quoting an Afghan source, the
daily said the Taliban got wind of
Hag’s presence in Nangrahar
and mounted an operation to
track him down. Their efforts so
far appear to have failed, it said.

If Haq manages to open a sec-
ond ground front against the Tal-
iban in Pushtoon-dominated
areas in addition to the resis-
tance by Northern Alliance
forces in northern Afghanistan,

it could expedite the fall of Tal-
iban on the ground as they have
to spread out their meagre mili-
tary assets, the daily said.

Forty-three-year-old Haq was
commander of the Kabul region
during and after the Soviet occu-
pation of Afghanistan. Haqg, who
later went to Dubai and opened a
business enterprise of his own,

returned to Pakistan this month

at the instance of the US to
organise an uprising and armed
opposition against Taliban, The
~ Dawn said. PTI

A cameraman
smiled... then
there was a
big bang’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 25

NORTHERN ALLIANCE
Commander Ahmad Shah
Masood had died of his
injuries within hours of the
bomb blast of September 9,
but the official announce-
ment was held back by 10
days for security reasons.
This was confirmed today by
Ambassador Masood Khalili,
the only survivor in that inci-
dent.

The killers had been wait-
ing for over a fortnight in
Khwaja Bahauddin for an
appointment. They had been
searched before being let info
the room where Masood wait-
ed for them, But the inexperi-
‘enced Northern Alliance sol-
‘dier could not detect the belt
bomb worn by the man pos-
ing as the reporter. The pho-
tographer carried a big cam-
era and his behaviour was

quite unusual, recalled
Khalili today.
Xhalili was handed a paper

containing about 15 questions
written in English which he
read out for the benefit of
Masood. Seven or eight of
them were about Osama bin
Laden. Some of those recalled
by the Ambassador were :

“Why do you call him a ter-
rorist ?”

“Don’t you think he is a
respected man in the Islamic
world?”

“Is he not serving the cause
of Islam?”

AFE London

Dakota contained anthrax that,

was advanced and highly danger-
ous, contradicting officials who
had said over the past week that
the substance was relatively
primitive. Scientists said it had
been altered to reduce its electro-
static charge, making the spores

less likely to clump together and
more likely to float in the air. One
expert said only the United
States, Soviet Union and Iraq
were known to have developed
the necessary technique to do
this. A Government official said
the envelope sent to Daschle was

porous, and the spores mside
small enough for germs to leak
out even though it was taped.
Health officials here and in
New Jersey said they were inves-
tigating at least a dozen cases of
possible inhaled anthrax, includ-
ing at least one person linked to
the Senate, in addition to the two
confirmed cases and two deaths
among postal workers. Officials
said another 20 people in Wash-
ington were being monitored.
Health officials widened antibi-
otic treatment to all workers in
120 institutions that receive bulk
mail, including the Library of
Congress. The decision was based

. on concerns that such mail might

have been contaminated at the
district’s main processing centre
on Brentwood Road, which han-
dled the Daschle letter.

One other suspected anthrax
case was reported in New York.
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said a
second employee of The New
York Post had probably contract:
ed an anthrax infection of the
skin. Agencies

Masood, recalled Khalili,
wanted to answer these ques-
tions and directed the cam-
eraman to start filming.
“There was a nasty smile on
the face of the cameraman”,
Khalili recalled. The camera
was placed unusuglly low.
Just as the first poser was
about to be fielded, there was
an explosion. Khalili lost his
consciousness, regained it,
and passed out again. He rec-
ollects being on a helicopter
with Masood laid out next to
him.

Investigations by the
Northern Alliance have not
yet established a clear link
between the al-Qaida and the
killers. But the plot is
believed to have been hatched
in Europe after Khalili and
Masood made a successful
tour, raising the conscious-
ness of governments on the
need to support their fight
against the Taliban-ISI-bin
Laden combine.




/Food and fuel lifeline under attack

Bomb burst o

starve Taliban

Washington, Oct. 24: As the
tentacles of a suspected germ
war campaign snaked to-
wards White House, America
carried out its fiercest air
strikes yet on the Taliban’s
front line and supply depots in
a concerted blitz to choke off
the power base of the Afghan
regime.

The Taliban admitted their
forces were heavily outgunned
but refused to hand over Osama
bin Laden even at the cost of
“every life in Afghanistan”.

The UN said American bombs
“had hit a mosque in a military
“camp in the western Afghan city

of Herat on Monday.

White House reported that tra-
ces of anthrax culture had been
found at a remote military facility
where all mail for the President
and his staff is screened.

Preliminary tests of around
120 workers at White House mail
facilities showed none had been
exposed to anthrax, the adminis-
tration said today, but warned:
“Everyone needs to be alert.”

The Pentagon said it had infor-
mation that the Taliban might at-
tempt to poison food aid and
blame it on the US:

US jets roared jer Taliban po-
sitions north of Kabul in the heav-
iest wave of bombings so far. But
an opposition leader said the at-
tacks were not enough for the
launch of a ground offensive and
doubted the impact of the raids.

The strikes, however, gave
forces of the opposition Northern
Alliance a chance to take time off
their alert against the Taliban.
Some of them played the tradi-
tional game of Buzkashi with
scrums of 14 horses and their rid-
ers snatching the torn carcassof a
young calf across a dusty field.

Opposition commander Abdul
Mahfus said the raids were on Sia
Ku and Pul Estekam. Both posi-

BEATING ABOUT THE BUSH

dergone testing for the bacteria.
asked.

Washington, Oct. 24: “First of
all,” President Bush declared, “I
don’t have anthrax.” A few min-
utes later, he repeated: “I don’t
have anthrax.”

Then for a third time, per-
haps to make sure he was under-
stood, Bush ended a brief ques-
tion-and-answer session with
reporters by saying: “I don’t
have it.”

Bush gave no indication of
how he knew he was anthrax-
free, and in a curious exchange

in the Cabinet Room sidestepped questions on whether he had un-
“Mr President, have you been tested for anthrax?” a reporter

“I don’t have anthrax,” Bush replied.

“So you've been tested, sir?” the reporter persisted.

“I don’t have it,” the President said, ending the session.

After that illuminating chat with journalists, Bush headed out
of the White House for some chomp-chomp, true Texas style.

With his commerce secretary, family and friends, the Presi-
dent dined at Jeffrey’s, which specialises in “contemporary Texas
cuisine”. Bush has been pressing Americans to resuiime their nor-
mal way of life and ventured out last night to set an example.

NYT NEWS SERVICE & REUTERS

tiont lie just behind .Taliban
trenches facing opposition forces
around the strategic airport of
Bagram.

The Northern Alliance con-

* trols Bagram, but is unable to use

the landing strip because of Tal-
iban positions close by

US forces are also targeting
troops and supply lines of the Tal-
iban ahead of the harsh winter.
“The winter will be harder on the
Taliban than it will be on us. If
troops can’t get bullets, fuel or
food, what can they do?” a US offi-
cial asked.

Another said high-technology
“thermal” bomb targeting tech-
niques, which use heat sensors to
pinpoint troops and arms against

THE

2

cooler surroundings, will have an
easier task when snows begin.

US officials said defence plan-
ners did not expect the Taliban
leadership to collapse before win-
ter arrived next month.

But even if the Northern Al-
liance forces cannot take Mazar-e-
Sharif or Kabul in the coming
weeks, the fall of the Taliban will
be hastened without means to re-
supply their forces, the offimals
said.

“The Taliban depend on their
military. Despite bravado about
how they sent Soviet troops run-
ning, this is a different day,” a sen-
ior Pentagon official said.

NYT NEWS SERVICE & REUTE,
N See Pages 4-6
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- lraq now on .

BROWNEN MADDAX TR

THE TIMES, LONDON

LONDON, Oct. 24. — Two brief,
separate sets of remarks in

Washington this week show how

the ground is firming up for a

“wider war” - that is, for attack-

ing Iraq.

The State Department warning |
of Iraqi military movements, and |
noisy congressional criticism of

Sauqi Arabia and Egypt, are in-
significant on their own. But
they support a constituency for
action against Saddam Hussain
that does not have critical mass
yet, but would swing into action
fast if the Administration gave
the signal.

it'd be wrong to suggest, as
some have, that the Administra-
tion is spoiling for a fight with
Saddam. It isn’t. The well-publi-
cised rifts over Iraq do not ex-

tend to the top. While the Bush |

Cabinet’s focus is on Afghani-

stan, it is permitting itself a par- |
allel exercise of considering what |

a second front might look like.

It is no secret that the deputy |

defence secretary, Mr Paul Woli-
owitz, wants to make the remov-
al of Saddam a clear goal. There
are senior officials in the State
Department who share his view,
although they have kept below
the parapet. Their main target
has been the Secretary of State,
Mr Colin Powell, who has spent
the past two months building the
coalition of support for the Af-
ghan action. It is no secret that
they have set out to give Powell a
rough ride. If he has been temp-
ted to ask, “Am I paranoid or are
they out to get me?” the answer
is easy: they’re out to get him.
But the divisions do not yet go
higher. Neither the defence sec-
retary, Mr Donald Rumsfeld, nor
President Mr George Bush is
spoiling for that fight.

More importantly, the USA
does not appear to have any evi-
dence of Iraqi involvement in the

hit-list

i

A US safety watch ducks as an F/A18 Hornet {aunches from the
deck of the USS Roosevelt on Wednesday - APIPTI

September 11 attacks Perhaps
anthrax? No - the State Depart-
ment said this week there were
no signs of “any clear linkage”.
Nor are there even mutterings
about unpublished intelligence
of a link. Given that, any move
against Iraq would be opposed by
Muslim countries.

It would destroy their support
for Afghan action, and could de-

stablhse them a nightmare the
USA, with its dependence on
Saudi oil, is not going to court.
Mr Rumsfeld, in a bumpy trip
around the region, found not a
single state bordering Iraq that
was keen on US strikes at Sad-
dam.

He turned up in Turkey think-

ing there, at least, he might hear ,
support for the notion, but nc/




_Harkat militants’ bodies smuggled into Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 3 \'\

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 24, — US BEEE

warplanes pounded frontlines

north of Kabul for the fourth |
day today amid reports that j
Taliban forces in the city were
moving to residential areas to

escape aerial attacks.

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen today &
said 22 of its “fighters” including §

several senior commanders,

were killed when a bomb hit a
house in Kabul where they had |
gathered to “devise a plan to &

fight the USA.” A prominent Pa-

kistani militant leader, Ustad
Farooq, was among the dead.

The bodies of eight Harkat |
militants were smuggled into_ !
Pakistan through Mohmand |

Agency, a tribal area on the
border, after Pakistani guards

refused to allow them in. The |
border guards’ refusal sparked |-

protests in Karachi where
police burst tear-gas shells to
disperse 5,000 demonstrators.

A UN official said Taliban for-
ces were moving into residen- |
tial areas but the USA vowed to '

flush out Afghan fighters.

“We’ll find other ways... to get

at those who might decide to

hide in residential areas,” the

US deputy director of Ope-

rations for the Joint Staff, Rear

Admiral John Stufflebeem,

said in Washington.

Northern Alliance forces tra-
" ded fire with Taliban troops

near a strategic air base north

of Kabul. Mortar fire, artillery

and gunfire were heard
" throughout the night along the

front, reports said. The Al-
, liance was trying to consolidate
1 its  positions south of the
! Bagram air base.

The Taliban said 12 people
were killed when US planes
bombarded a village near Deh
| Raud town early today. US
' | aircraft carried out heavy raids
i on Kabul, and near Mazar-i-
' Sharif where the Taliban is

e

ege
ivilian cover

engaged in fierce battle with
the Northern Alliance.

In Washington, Gen. Colin
Powell said the USA does not
see Ramzan as a deadline for
halting or curtailing military
operations, adds AFP

US planes have increased
strikes against the Taliban and
supply depots to choke the
Taliban’s powerbase before
winter. “The winter will be
harder on the Taliban than u
will be on us. If troops can’t get
bullets, fuel or food, what can
they do?” a US official said.

US commandos have set up a
bagse in Helmend province in
Afghanistan, Novosti Press
said, quoting Qatar’s Al-Jazee-
ra TV, adas UNl from Abu
Dhabi. More than 2000 US
troops at an Uzbekistan base

.y

Atghans cross Kokeha river, 15 km from Opposition-controlled Dasht-e-Qala in north Afghanistan, on Wednesday. ~ APIPTI

Taliban militiamen
take ¢

|

are preparing to go into battle
against the Taliban, an Uzbeg
serviceman said.

Tribal leaders, former Muja-
hideen commanders and lead-
ing Afghan exiles met in Pesha-
war today and backed the rein-
statement of the former Afghan
king, Zahir Shah, as Pakistan
denied it was supporting some
Pushtoo leaders to form a new

government.
No Northern Alliance
members  were  present.

Representatives of the former
king kept away from the
meeting despite being invited.
“Bombs hit mosque’: UN said
US bombs had hit a mosque in
a military camp and a village
during attacks on Herat this
week, adds Reuters.

Laden alive and safe: Osama

bin Laden is alive and safe
after 18 days of US attacks on

Afghanistan, the Afghan Islam- }

ic Press quoted -a Taliban
official as having said.

Anthrax: There’s no guaran-

tee that US mail is safe and !
the anthrax threat on the ;
postal services means people
should wash their hands after
handling mail, the US post- |
master general said today.
The US House of Represent-
atives passed and sent to the
Senate a Bill to expand the
power of law enforcement
agencies to combat terrorism,
adds UNI

W Editorial: Enduring
fiefdom, page 6
¥ More reports on pages
5and 8
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Powell tells India,
Pak to observy
W restramt(M

By Sridhar Krishnasw

NEW YORK, OCT. 23. The Secretaky of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, has

urged both India and Pakistan to !

act with “enormous restraint” in
spite of the tensions and has of-

fered his help in getting a dia- |

logue started between them.

“Obviously, there’s tension be-
tween India and Pakistan still that
flared up on my last night in Pa-
kistan, on my way to India the
next morning when we saw the
firing over the Line of Control. At
the same time, both sides are re-
alising even though this is a very
difficult issue for them, they can't
let it get out of control. The stakes
are too high”, Gen. Powell told
presspersons during a flight back
from Shanghai where he had
been for the Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation Forum meetings.

“Both sides are committed to
the coalition. Both sides are help-
ing the United States and other
coalition members. Both sides are
working with the U.S. on a future
for Afghanistan and both sides re-
alise that for peace and stability in
their part of the world, they’ve got
to get this right. So I sense that
even though there is tension, they
have to act with enormous re-
straint’, Gen. Powell said.

On a dialogue between India
and Pakistan, Gen. Powell noted
that “both sides said they are anx-
ious to %t a dialogue started.
They are having a little difficulty
getting that dialogue started. I will
try to be helpful in that regard. I
think they are both committed to
the campaign against terrorism,
and [ was pretty satisfied with the
trip.”

The full range of i 1ssues, bilater-
al, regional and global, is expect-
ed to be discussed when the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, comes to Washington for a
meeting with the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush.

Mr. Vajpayee is likely to arrive

here on the night ovember 7
from Russia.
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“Anthrax alarm

stays
AGENCIES XC@

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23. ~ As
lawmakers return to work to-
day in the US Capitol building,
the House of Representatives
and Senate office buildings will
remain closed pending results
of anthrax tests, congressional
aides have said.

Aides yesterday said tempora-
ry space will be made available
at the office of the General Ac-
counting Office.

Authorities had hoped to get all
anthrax tests results on Mon-
day, but aides said at least an
additional day would be needed.

The buildings were closed and |

tests were ordered after an an-
thrax-laced letter was sent to
Senate Majority leader Mr Tom
Daschle. “We are all being gui-
ded by science,” said Lt Dan
Nichols of the Capitol police.

But 1n US

morrow,” NlChOl! told a late-
day news conference yesterday
He said investigators “are also
trying to determine if there is a
second letter”.

Mr Daschle, a South Dakota |
Democrat whose staff opened |

an anthrax-laced letter on 15
October, expressed his condo-
lences for the deaths of two
postal workers in Washington
who handled mail bound for
Capitol Hill.

“The bottom line on this is sci- :

ence takes time.”

“We have been advised it
would be a prudent course of
action to follow, and the House
and Senate leaders concur, that
the House and Senate Office
buildings will not be opened to-

Flreighters in biochemical
protective gear at a8 mock exercise
- with a dummy at Atsugi
in Tokyo on Tuesday. — AP/PTI '
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Britain joins the ar but

talks of .

post-Taliban pefice in Afghanis

By Rashmee 2. Ahmed
Times News Network

LONDON: In the most explicitly
interventionist and internationalist
vision for Afghanistan and the
world after September 11, Britain
has called for a lead role for the
United Nations, a policy of con-
structive non-interference by India
and other regional countries and a
global coalition to foot an estimat-
ed re-building bill of $20 billion.

In a so-called big ideas speech
here before meeting U.S. secretary
of state Colin Powell in
Washington on Tuesday to discuss
Afghanistan’s future, British for-
eign secretary Jack Straw commit-
ted British forces to a sustained
peacekeeping role in post-Taliban
Afghanistan.

Mr Straw’s remarks, to a careful-
ly-chosen audience of senior diplo-
mats, Arab ambassadors, military
planners and leading international
policy experts, came even as his

cabinet colleague, defence minister
Geoff Hoon, indicated that British
forces were preparing to join
ground operations alongside
American troops at a short notice.

Mr Straw was emphatic that
“Britain is hoping to build the con-
sensus” on Afghanistan’s future,
even as he offered an unabashed
apology to the Afghan people that
“we have let you down in the past”.

He said that “the five permanent
members of the UN. security
council, Afghanistan’s neighbours
and countries that are close to it,
like India, are agreed that a broad-
based self-sustaining government”
was needed.

In a broad hint to the fiercely-
competitive politicking of Pakistan,
India, Iran and Russia, he said the
greatest support they could offer
Afghanistan was to refuse to play
politics in a country that had con-
tinually suffered at the hands of
outside powers, including British
“intrigue” in the 19th century.

In yet another contradictory pol-
icy statement amid the blizzard of
views emerging from Washington

‘and London, Mr Straw said that

“removing the Taliban was not a
war aim” but the Allies wanted “a
sufficient change in the Taliban
leadership”. Mr Straw’s remark is
being seen as an obvious attempt
to placate Pakistan and respect its
insistence that “moderate Taliban”
elements should be included in a
new administration. But further
confusing the contradictions, Mr
Straw later told journalists that
Pakistan could not be allowed to
have overall control of Afghan
politics, because past Pakistani
dominance had caused trouble.
Indicating that the West was on
uncertain ground in the matter of
keeping peace in Afghanistan, Mr
Straw said that UN blue helmets, a
multi-national force, or even non-
Taliban Afghan forces could be
used to police areas as soon as they
are freed from Taliban control. v
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Afghan Wclnter not
W G '
amzan worries U.S.

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network

WASHINGTON: The arrival of winter in
Afghanistan and the onset of the Muslim holy
month of Ramzan are looming ahead as
possible deadlines for the U.S. to topple
the Taliban regime and complete the
first phase of its war on terrorism.

The Bush administration has indicated g
that it won’t be inhibited by Ramzan (starting
November 17) in its war campaign, but the harsh
Afghan winter could be a tougher practical
proposition than any anger in the Islamic world.
U.S. military planners are now looking to the
weathermen to get a sense of how long it will
be before they face what could potentially be
a Vietnam with snow, as one analyst put it.

Accounts from generals of the former Soviet
Union who fought nearly ten Afghan winters
speak of barefoot and lightly-clad mujahideen §§
trudging cheerfully over the
snow to battle an army that ls)oltai'l':'oope;s of the U.SI.
was itself familiar with harsh pRECL. 0SS £
conditions, and routing it in Afghanistan (above) will nations have fought among themselves or
the end. But US. command- Dbe equipped with a Nomex with other countries during various impor-
ers too appear to have fac- facemask, gloves  and tant holy days for their religion”.
tored in a winter war judging COVeralls, an assault vest with  What appears to be holding up the US.
from the deployment in Keviar vest undemeath, assault campaign for now is the lack of clarity
Uzbekistan of the 10th boots, goggles with shatterproof about the future political road map for
Mountain Division, an elite 1ens, a GPS receiver and gas mask Afghanistan. After initially signalling that
Alpine unit famed for its pouches, and an M4 carbine which it would back the Northern Allance,

nalled that it is looking forward with relish to a
ground battle. According to one account, even
among the various Afghan factions that have
fought bitterly since the Soviet eviction, there
exists a gentleman’s agreement to lay down
weapons during winter. But the Taliban,
which has the most experienced winter
warriors, has repeatedly violated the
B agreement and surprised other factions
to gain ground. If the Taliban last out a
few more weeks, there could be the mother of
all winter battles.
¥ Ramzan is more of a political problem.
U.S. officials on Tuesday made it clear that
/ ~ they would not be deterred by the Muslim
¥ holy month, in the process rejecting the plea
by Gen Pervez Musharraf that it would be best
| to wrap up the campaign within the next
month for fear of upsetting Muslims.

At a Pentagon briefing on Monday, defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld rejected the
proposition, telling reporters that “history
1s replete with instances where Muslim

toughness. has a thermal imager and laser- Washington has pulled its punches in
The Taliban too has sig- pointing devices, recent days. /
"HE TIMES OF LNDi..
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S Rajagopalan
Washington, October 23

THE US has warned India and
Pakistan against allowing ten-
¢ibn between them to go “out of
control” as the stakes were “too
high” in the wake of the two
countries supporting the war
against terrorism.

“Obviously, there is tension
between the two countries. They
cannot let it get out of control.
Both are coalition members in
the fight against terrorism,” US
Secretary of State Colin Powell
said today.

There are indications that Pow-
ell might try and get Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President Pervez Musharraf to
start talking again. The Bush ad-
ministration is trying its best to
host a Vajpayee-Musharraf meet-
ing on the sidelines of the UN

(A f)/«\\\\‘z

1

35 HARKAT MEN DIE IN KABUL RAID

THIRTY-FIVE militants of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen were killed
on Tuesday night in US air raids on Kabul, BBC Television repert-:
ed. The militants were holding a meeting at a house in Kabul when
a precision-guided missile hit the venue killing all of them, includ-

ing their leader Ustad Farid.

Most of the militants reportedly hailed from Lahore. They were
in Kabul to fight with the Taliban.

The US strikes were based on specific information on the meet-
ing of the Harkat militants. The group was recently listed a terror-
lst outfit by the US for its links with Osama bin Laden.

PTI, Islamabad

General Assembly session next
month in case the Pakistani
leader visits New York. Mushar-
raf is still to decide if he will
make the trip or leave it to his
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar to
represent him at the summit.
Powell has signalled the US’s
broad approach of “helping” In

v

dia and Pakistan to restart dia-
logue. “They are having a little
difficulty getting the dialogue
started. I'll help in that regard,”
Powell said. His remarks came
just before Vajpayee spoke of the
futility of holding a dialogue with
Pakistan as long as it did not end
its support to cross-border terror-

= HINDUSTAN Tt
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Atal, Petvez talking

ism. Musharraf has since come
up with his threat to “teach India
a lesson” if it resorted to a hot
pursuit of terrorists across LoC.

.. Though thexe.does not seem to

be any meeting ground between
the two in the near future, Wash-
ington proposes to keep up a sub-
tle pressure on both India and
Pakistan. As the UN session is
still 20 days away, there is a feel-
ing here that there is still enough
time to pull through a symbolic
Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting.
But any further violent incidents
in Kashmir will queer the pitch.

Musharraf’s own travel plans
will be largely determined by the
ground situation in Pakistan in
the intervening period. In case of
a step-up in the violent demon-
strations being organised by pro-
Taliban and pro-Osama groups,
Musharraf may well opt to stay
put in Islamabad.



A0 more die In K

US jets
frontline position
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+ KABUL, Oct. 23. — US planes
pounded Taliban frontline posi-
tions north of Kabul wnd near
Mazar-e-Sharif today. cven as
the Northern Alliance said thev
plan to surround Kabul but nnt
enter it.
Witnesses said US bombs hit
Taliban troop concentrations
and anti-aircraft position-
Twenty-two Harkat-ul-Mujal
deen members were killed when
a house where they were meet-
ing was hit by US bombs, the
BBC said, adds UNI from Delhi.
A Taliban official said US raids
overnight had killed more than
40 people in Kabul and Herat.
The UN today said it had
learnt that a military hospital
had been destroyed in Herat
yesterday but it had no infor-
mation about the casualties, a
report from Islamabad adds.
' The Pentagon said it has re-
ceived information indicating
that US warplanes might have
accidentally bombed a home for
senior citizens in Herat, a sc
nior defence official said todav

Today, the air strikes targeted
Taliban troops protecting Kabu!
and also Mazar-e-Sharif, which
commands a strategic east-west
highway and is the key supply
link to Kabul, US officials said.

Five explosions were heard
north of Kabul this morning, «

itness said. Ug: Jetc Rlasted oil

Storage’ facﬂltu i Bendaba:
Planes also targeted an asphait
plant, setting back Taliban ef-
forts to repair the damaged run-
way at Kandahar airport.

A Taliban rocket slammed int«
the main bazaar in the Alliance
held Charikar town, killing two
people, witnesses said.

There was no sign of Northern
Alliance forces, now just 12 km
north of Kabul, preparing an
advance. The Alliance comma-
nder, Abdul Rashid Dostum.
said his forces were locked in
fierce battles with the Taliban
near Mazar-e-Sharif,

“Our forces launched an attack
yesterday and the fighting has
been fierce,” he said on satellite
phone from his frontlire position.
“They (the Taliban) left manyv
dead on the battlefield.”

The US defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld, yesterday
said US air strikes were meant
to assist Alliance forces. Encour-
aged by the US, the Alliance
said it was eager to move to-

i wards Kabul, but wouldn't go in.
. “We’re going to surround Kabul,
' but not capture it,” the Alliance’s
Washington representative said
Musharraf for neutral zone:

AGENCIES
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._'2 Harkat men killed

Taliba

A COUNTRY CALLED FAMILY: An Afghan woman with her child begs for alms in the shade of a lorry in Peshawar
on Tuesday. — AP/PTI

(ren Pervez Musharraf today
said Kabul should be turned in-
o a neutral zone to prevent the
Northern Alliance from occupy-
mng it after a Taliban collapse.

Pak closes Chaman border:
Pakistan today closed the Cha-
mar: border crossing to keep out
Afghan refugees. In Jacobabad,

polics beat up protesters demon-
straning against US military
prescnce in Pakistan. Tribal
chief-. clerics and leading Afg-
han icaders will meet in Pesh-
awar tomorrow to discuss the
future of a post-Taliban Afghan-
istan In Kabul, the Red Cross
distributed food rations to the

disabled people’s households.
‘Al-Qaida camps hit’; Britain
today said US strikes had des-
troyed nine Al Qaida camps
and damaged nine airfields and
24 military barracks.

B More photographs,
reports on pages 8 &)10'
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owell has reassured India and Pakistan without saying anythmg new

The shernff and his posse

laying the role of the global

sheriff, Washington has

rounded up a vast interna-

tional posse for its “war

against terrorism”. The posse
includes traditional adversaries such as
the Arabs and Israel, as well asIndia and
Pakistan. It is no easy task for the sheriff
to hold together such a diverse posse and
prevent its members from riding off in
different directions or even engaging in
a shoot-out between themselves.

Colin Powell’s visit to Pakistan and
India was an exercise in holding togeth-
er the coalition. Among the reasons for
their signing up as members of the Unit-
ed States-led posse is the fact that both
India and Pakistan hope to secure Amer-
ican support against each other. New
Delhi wants the aims of the “war” to

Baover cross-border terrorism in Kash-

mir. Islamabad wants the aims confined
to Afghanistan; it also hopes to involve
the US in seeking a resolution of the
Kashmir “dispute” on its terms. India
and Pakistan have made conflicting de-
mands on the US sheriff and each is
keeping a jealous eye on Washington to
make sure that its rival does not secure
an advantage.

The end of the Cold War reduced Pak-
istan to strategic insignificance in a
global context. As military and econom-
ic aid tapered off, Pakistan steadily de-
scended into economic and political
chaos. The new crisis in Afghanistan of-
fers Pakistan at least temporary re-
prieve, Reverting to its familiar role of a
“frontline state”, Pakistan has succeed-
ed in obtaining substantial economic
benefits as well as a promise of restora-
tion of some military ties with the US.
The gains have not come without a price.
Pakistan has been obliged to sacrifice its
own creation, the taliban, through
which it had hoped to establish a client
state in Afghanistan. It also had to rein
in at least some of the domestic extrem-
ist groups that had served as assets in
the terrorist campaign in Kashmir.

sareward for these difficult deci-
A sions, Islamabad- is pressing

Washington to install a new pro-
Pakistan regime in Kabul, including as
many “liberal” taliban as possible. Pak-
istan is anxious to minimize the role of
the Northern Alliance, believing it to be
unduly friendly to India; make it clear
that the “war against terrorism” does
not extend to Pakistani actions in Kash-
mir; involve Washington fully in the
Kashmir “dispute”; extend the scope of
economic assistance and restore mili-
tary supplies.

New Delhi, to which the US position
during the Kargil episode had come as a
pleasant surprise, prided itself on the
new relationship it was forging with
Washington. Partly for this reason and

The author is former ambassador to
China and the US

CHANDRASHEKHAR SASGUPTA

partly because it hoped to extend the
scope of the “war against terrorism” to
Kashmir, New Delhi was one of the first
countries to offer the US military facili-
ties on its soil. The initial euphoria in
New Delhi gave way to concern when
Pakistan joined the US-led coalition and
was duly rewarded as an “indispensable
ally”.

India’s wish list for Washington in-
cludes: reassurance that the US remains
committed to a long-term strategic rela-
tionship with India; reassurance that
the “war against terrorism” will extend
to Kashmir; an assurance that the new
regime in Kabul will not be dominated
by pro-Pakistan elements and that its
composition will reflect the role played
by the Northern Alliance; no renewal of
military aid to Pakistan.

Powell’s task was to reassure both his
South Asian partners and, if possible,
lower the level of tension between them.
He displayed great diplomatic adroit-
ness in addressing this task. He went
through the motions of consulting both

‘ Powell managed to
give the same words a
different spin in Islamabad
and New Delhi ,

countries on the future of Afghanistan,
without committing himself to any spe-
cific formula beyond the generally ac-
cepted principle that the new regime
must be “broad-based”. Without saying
anythmg new on Kashmir he managed
to give his words a different spin in Is-
lamabad and in New Delhi, catering to
the requirements of his audience in
each capital.

In Pakistan, Powell stated that ex-tal-
iban elements would qualify for inclu-
sion in a future broad-based Kabul
regime. India was assured that the
Northern Alliance would be duly repre-
sented. The task of forming a new gov-

THC TELEGRAP:
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ernment will be undertaken under UN
auspices. In Islamabad, Powell pleased
his Pakistani audience by his references
to Kashmir’s “central importance”, the
question of human rights in Kashmir
and the need to take into account the
wishes of the Kashmiri people. He also
indicated that the US would be prepared
to play a role in Kashmir but qualified
this by making it subject to a request
from both India and Pakistan.

clarified that his statement on Kash-

mir had not been reported accurate-
ly and that he had only implied that
Kashmir was an important issue. He
confirmed that the US is concerned
about terrorism in Kashmir and con-
demned the terrorist attack on the leg-
islative assembly in Srinagar.

In Pakistan, Powell held out assur-
ances of further aid and, in India, he re-
assured his audience about the impor-
tance that Washington continues to at-
tach to its ties with New Delhi. In both
capitals, Powell called for a resumption
of the Indo-Pakistan dialogue. In effect
he said nothing new in India or Pakistan
but he largely succeeded in reassuring
both sides about American intentions.

What conclusions should we draw
from the Powell visit? What tactics are
best suited for advancing our national
interests at the present juncture?

There has recently been some talk in
New Delhi about “hot pursuit” opera-
tions across theline of control. It is clear
from Powell’s public statements that the
US would disapprove of any military es-
calation. The secretary of state called on
both India and Pakistan to exercise re-
straint. Washington wants to contain
differences between its coalition part-
ners so that they do not flare up into
open conflict. Nor can it afford to let
down Pakistan, newly restored to the
status of an ally, at least at the present
stage. If Pakistan continues to send ter-
rorists across the LoC, India should con-
sider options for covert retaliation in
order to “bring justice” to the terrorists
enjoying sanctuary across the LoC. An
essential condition for such operations
is that they can be plausibly denied.
Great care will have to be exercised since
clandestine operations are never easy.
On the other hand, they reduce the risks
of military escalation and of interna-
tional opprobrium.

I n New Delhi, the secretary of state

ew Delhi should not forget that

the future orientation of an

Afghan government will depend
not only on its previous links with for-
eign agencies but also on its future
sources of economic and military aid.
India should insist that all aid to
Afghanistan should either be chan-
nelled through the United Nations or
given directly to Kabul by the donors.
History shows that it would be disas-
trous to use Pakistan as a conduit for

money Or arms. /
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%" A\ India isn't out of the loop SO

! BE reference in Islamabad by Colin Powell to Kashmir as
being ‘entral to the relationship between India and °
' Pakistan, while sending alarm bells ringing in New Delhi, |
must be set against what he told reporters while en route to [
the subcontinent, that the sanctity of the LoC in Kashmir :
must be respected. Add to that a statement from Washington
that Powell did not advocate a separate Islamic state of
Kashmjr. Quibbles about Kashmir being “a” central versus
“the” central issue are semantics, which depend on which
audience Powell is addressing, New Delhi or Islamabad. He
takes care to balance statements about Kashmir with state-
ments about terrorism in the state, which doesn’t indicate a
. seismic shift in the manner‘in which the US views Kashmir.
- It is necessary to look at the larger picture. Creation of a |
i broad-based government in Afghanistan, which closes down [
terrorist camps and eschews sponsorship of terror, is bound to !
create %res‘sure on Pakistan to do the same; Pakistan can.,
hardly hope to remain unchanged by current events. Leftist |
rhetoric about terrorist attacks being jehads launched by the
poor against the rich notwithstanding, the growing jehadi
network can be attributed to the oil boom; for the first time,
the US and the international community are working
towards cutting terrorism’s financial supply lines. This will
have powerful effects on militancy in Kashmir; New Delhi
needs to bide its time while remaining vigilant. It also needs
to remain engaged with the US. Brave talk about “going it
alone” aside, realism indicates that India doesn’t have the
trade and aid-elout to apply economic pincers on Pakistan.
The Americans are methodical and like to do one thing at a
time. Once the battle in Afghanistan is won, the US is bound
to apply pressure on Pakistan to dismantle its jehadi com-
plex, not in India’s but in its own interests — it will hardly
countenance defeated jehadis in Afghanistan simply regroup-
ing in Pakisti##t. Some of the effects of this pressure are
already apparent — General Musharraf has been forced to
wind up terrorist camps and dispense with the services of the '
chief of the ISI as well as two senior army chiefs who were |
close to the jehadis. He also condemned the suicide attack on |
the J and K assembly and called Vajpayee to convey his |
commiseration — this would have been unthinkable before 11 |
September. Powell offered a number of sops — a treaty on [
mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, and an invi- |
. tation to Vajpayee for a “working visit” to Washington. On |
Indian insistence, the US and the UK have also frozen, |
although belatedly, the assets of the Jaish-e-Mohammed. 5
Germany’s Gerhard Schroeder is coming calling soon. There |
' is no need for India to feel left out of the loop. %
- President Bush’s address to APEC went beyond-Powell’s |
carefully balanced act. /’t i
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/z/’mthrax scare
. rallies home

support for
Kabul mis s1on

BRONWEN MADDOX
THE TIMES, LONDON q/tD

LONDON, Oct. 22. — The §
discovery on Sunday of the |
ninth American anthrax
case — a postal worker in
Washington DC — will do
nothing to calm down a jit-
tery country.

There is no point in dispar-
aging people’s fear. Wheth-

- er they should feel it or not,
they do. But the fear has |
been out of all proportion to §
the threat so far. Some of
that reaction is useful to the }

USA, and some, very defi-
nitely, is not.

The anthrax alarm is prob-
ably the most useful tool the
Bush Administration could
have had in keeping up sup-
port for a war which could
last our lifetimes, Vice-Pres- A Pakistani displays donations in cash
ident Mr Dick Cheney said. and gold collected from pro-Taliban

But the fear is also danger- citizens of Karachi on Monday. - AP/PTI
ous, and not just in bringing

national distraction, even -
paralysis. If the country | ISRAEL SHOOT-OUT j
does use this as a spurious l
reason to rough up the JERUSALEM, Oct. 22. — A,
pharmaceutical companies, suspected Palestinian gunman |
rapidly rewriting patent : fired on Israelis at a motor licen- -
laws and forcing drug | sing bureau in Jerusalem today,
giants to work for military | wounding at least four people
ends, it will be shooting it- | before a soldier shot him, police
self in the foot, with results | said. The condition of one of the
more painful than any like- ' victims is critical, ambulance ser- | |
ly anthrax attack. Whoever . vice spokesman sald - Reuters H
sent the packages of spore- — ‘
laden powder must be dellghted at the pervasive sense of threat |
they have induced. The House of Representatives is shut; much |
of Capitol Hill is empty inside a corral of police crime scene tape.
Despite the Americans’ alarm, there have been only nine US ca-
ses, including one death. This does not make the terrorists, who-
ever they are, look powerful. The odd little packets which appa-
rently carried the spores, with their squarish, irregular hand-
writing, are a reminder that, for biological weapons, delivery to a
large number of people presents a very real problem.
Maybe the alarm will die down quickly. After September 11,
there was a rush to tighten airport security. Yet reports show
that standards vary widely across the USA. Think of foot-and-
mouth, too, the choice of alarm earlier this summer. American
airports were then on high alert, with British visitors asked to -
step through disinfectant. Those precautions have melted away, ;
though there was another foot-and-mouth case in Britain just ! "
three weeks ago. ‘ ttE STATESM
Even though the actual anthrax infection rate is small, the scare
seems to have strengthened the American public’s support for a
long war, with more military casualties, on top of the two recent
deaths in the Pakistan helicopter crash. ~ npry
. But while national stamina may be high, some of the new ideas 2 J Jui 2 [D]
of how drug companies should deploy their efforts are worrying. !
The Canadian Government has said it would override the patent
on Cipro, which is thought to be the best anti-anthrax antibiotic,
manufactured by the German company Bayer; instead, it would
buy a million tablets from another manufacturer. So far, the
Bush Administration has resisted calls to follow suit. But pres- :
sure is building up for drug companies to make a “moral gesture”
in national interest.
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S/top strikes, say Russi

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 22.— More
than 100 people, including pa-
tients, doctors and nurses, were
killed when US planes bombed
the second biggest hospital in
the western city of Herat today,
the Taliban said.

The US defence department j

said it had no evidence that US
planes had bombed the hospital.
The Taliban ambassador to
Pakistan, Mr Abdul Salam
Zaeef, told reporters that US
and British aircraft also hit two
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IIS bombs kill IO?

clinics and several shops in Or- R

uzgan province, killing 18 civil-
ians. The victims included pa-
tients, doctors, nurses and other
hospital staff. He also claimed
the militia forces had shot down
an US plane in Registan area of
Helmend province.

“A 100-bed hospital in Herat
was bombed by US and British
planes. More than 100 people
are reported to have been mar-
tyred (killed). They are patients,
doctors, nurses and other staff
present there,” Mr Zaeef said.

“US planes are intentionally
targeting Afghans using sophis-
ticated and destructive weapons,
which were never used before in
any war. Bombs have completely
destroyed a village in Nangar-
har province. These are civilian
sites located far from military
places,” Mr Zaeef said.

“This is an open terrorist attack
committed by the Bush adminis-
tration to terrorise Afghan peo-
ple and punish them because
they believe in an Islamic sys-
tem,” he said.

The US defence secretary, Mr
Donald Rumsfeld, said there
was no evidence that US planes
had bombed a hospital in Herat.

“We have absolutely no evi-
dence to suggest that the alle-
gation is correct,” Mr Rumsfeld
said. The ‘Paliban claim that it

wad s down US helicopters

Bagram airport in northern Afghanistan on Monday. The airport was the scene of a fierce fighting between the Taliban and Northern Alliance. — APJPTI

and captured US forces was
false, he said. The Pentagon
spokeswoman, Ms Victoria
Clarke dismissed charges that
US forces were using chemical
and biological weapons.
'‘Battle for Mazar-i-Sharif: A
senior Northern Alliance comm-
ander today said the Alliance
was poised to launch an assault
on Mazar-i-Sharif, within hours.
“We are ready to attack today,
maybe in an hour,” General Bar-
yalai, a deputy to defence minis-
ter General Muhammad Fahim,
said. “Today, we want to attack.”
The USA, under pressure to
achieve a breakthrough before

Ramzan, today again attaéked '

frontline Taliban positions
-guerding-Kabyl, a report from
Kabul adds.

Witnesses saw two jets circling
over the front line between the
Taliban positions and the North-
ern Alliance before one broke
away, flew much lower and ap-
peared to fire a missile at Tali-
ban positions at Kali Nasru.
Black smoke billowed into the
sky and a second strike followed
soon as Taliban forces responded
with anti-aircraft fire.
Gen.Pervez Musharraf today
ing the strikes into
would have a negative
on Muslims. “One hopes
is campaign will end before

the month of Ramzan..otherwise

it will have a n‘esative effect on -

Muslims,” he sal
Mr Vlad1m1r Putin and Mr

Jiang Zemin, have called for im-

mediate end to military opera-
tions in Afghanistan and begin-
ning of a political settlement
there, adds SNS from Delhi.

Mr Putin’s stand “does not

mean Russia has changed its’

stance” on the problem of fight-
ing international terrorism, No-
vosti said, quoting a Russian
diplomat.

B Editorial: Powell visit,
page 6
EMg»€ reports on page 9

PHE STATESMAN
23 00T 2009

ANTHRAX DEATHS?

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22. -
Two postal employees, susp-
ected to have contracted anth-
rax, have died, the Washi-
ngton health director said to-
day. Mr Ivan Walks said: “In
addition to the two confirmed
anthrax cases, two postal
workers of Brentwood mail
facility have expired”. But
neither of the two fatalities
were confirmed as cases of
anthrax. “Our index of sus- |
picion is high” that the deaths
are anthrax related, — AFP
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EW RESPECT FOR US RESOQ])E |
Mo | 60,0
~»Two important developments be noted ,©
TWO important developments ought to compel a change !
the world’s assessment of American resolve to go to an
lengths necessary to eradicate terrorism from the base it ha
acquired in Afghanistan and from the world. American policy' |
~ has not yet arrived where common sense and hard experience |
should lead it but it would be churlish not to recognise that
the learning process is on. One is President Bush’s clear
enunciation of American objectives at the plenary meeting of
. the APEC conference in Shanghai and let it be noted that he
i travelled all the way there only to stress it. Earlier Colin
~ Powell, easily the best-endowed man in the American
| Administration had gone a little over the top in ensuring that
* Pakistan remained in the loop of the anti-terrorist campaign
. led by the United States. As the only Muslim nation to do so,
the Pakistani dictator had a certain symbolic value. Powell
had appeared to go along with Musharrafs unstateable
\ proposition that there are the good Taliban and the bad
N Taliban; Musharrafs purpose is to strain every nerve to
| retain some influence over the post-Taliban scenario in -
* Kabul. Bush bluntly rubbed out the artificial distinction that |
\ Musharraf enunciated and Powell seemed to endorse. Bush
. said quite clearly that the Taliban must go lock, stock and |
barrel. He accused the regime of blocking food supplies to
" their own people and standing aside while they starved, of
! cruelty and oppression of their citizens and said there was no
room in the civilised world for such a regime. Musharraf’s
good guys just do not exist, that was the categorical
implication. It needed to be said and it needs %o be welcomed.
The other change in the situation is the landing of American
troops inside Afghanistan. The special forces are not there for
the good of their health and it is now possible to suggest that
American resolve is stronger than it has ever been and this
too is all to the good. America has finally come of age. Details
of their mission have not been given and this is entirely
understandable. The Taliban are not to be underestimated.
There have been no desertions from their ranks, this
newspaper has never thought this was a real possibility. It
represents two distinct trends of thought. One, it is a
| recognition of the limits of aerial bombardment and two, it is
. a signal to the world that America has what it takes to stay
! the course and fight back as opposed to getting others to fight
| the battles for them. There will be other sorties with special
| forces and in time they will join forces with the Northern
i Alliance and Musharraf’s dream of sweet-talking the
! Americans into accepting some form of Taliban presence in
the new government is no longer within the bounds of
| possibility. This does not mean that there is another quick
- solution. There will be no easy answers in this conflict
- between bigotry, intolerance and closed minds and what
i President Bush describes as the civilised world.
. Two American airmen have died in what is described as an
accident with a helicopter. That the aircraft came down in
Pakistani territory is no proof that it was an accident. It could
have been brought down by Taliban fire or fire by
sympathisers of the Taliban who are not restricted to the land
mass of Afghanistan. Be that as it may, on current evidence
it ought not to Affect American resolve. There may well be a
new respect foyfthe United States as this phase of the fighting
develops.




57 bilion for CIA's most lethal covert action”
Bush okayed mussion to

ehmmatg Osama Post

é/
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, Oct. 21.
President George W Bush has

directed the Central Intelli- |

gence Agency to eliminate Osa-
ma bin Laden and destroy the
Al-Qajda network.

The President signed the intel-
ligence order last month direct-
ing CIA to undertake the “most
sweeping and lethal covert ac-
tion” for the missions, the
Washington Post quoted US of-
ficials as saying. The report
added Mr Bush has allotted
over $ 1 billion to the CIA’s war
on terrorism, most of it for the
new covert action. The CIA and
the US armed forces are collab-

orating at “an unprecedented” |

" level to carry out the order, the
. daily said in a banner-headline.

Meanwhile, the US Vice Presi-
dent, Mr Dick Cheney, said in
an interview to the Post that
the new war on terrorism is “is

' different than the Gulf War in

the sense that it may never end.
At least not in our lifetime.”

In Islamabad, the Taliban
claimed that about 1,000 civil-
iang were killed in the Ameri-
can airstrikes in Afghanistan.
It today condemned the US
President’s instructions to the
CIA to kill Osama bin Laden,
saying it was nothing but an
“act of terrorism”.

“It is an act of terrorism to issue
death orders for a person,
against whom they have failed to

produce any evidence,” the Tali-
ban deputy ambassador to Paki-
stan, Mr Suhaﬂ Shaheen said.

USA’s 1 telllgence agencies
have iderfified important and

1

An Afghan glrl stands in the room her
family has rented in Hazar Town near
Quetta on Sunday. Her family had
been living in a cave after the Taliban
burnt their home and they fled to
Pakistan after the strikes, — AP/PT!

den’s organisation that are not
publicly known. These vulnera-
bilities will be the focus of the
covert action, the officials said.
The President’s order in-
structs the CIA to attack bin
Laden’s communications, se-
curity apparatus and infra-
structure. “The gloves are off,”
one senior official told the dai-
ly. “The President has given

the agency the green hght to do
whatever is necessary. Lethal

~ specific wpaknesses in bin La- operations that were unthinka-

ble before 11 September are
now underway.”

In issuing the orders targeting
Osama, Mr Bush has clarified
that he wants CIA to undertake
high-risk operations, the report
said. He told his advisers, he is
willing to risk failure in the
pursuit of the ultimate victory,
even if there are S8ome embar-
rassing public setbacks in indi-
vidual operations, the officials
were quoted in the report. The
overall military and cpvert plan
is intended to be a massive and
decisive one, they added.

The report mentioned, in the
last spring, US agencies ob-
tained high quality video of
Osama, with his beard and
white robes, surrounded by a
large entourage, at one of his

¥ known locations in Afghani-

stan. But neither the CIA nor
the military had the means to
eliminate him while being pho-
tographed. Since then, the CIA-
operated ‘Predator,” the un-
manned reconnaissance air-
craft with high-resolution cam-
eras, has been equipped with
the Hellfire anti-tank missile to
fire at targets of opportunity.

Everyday, a CIA document
called the ‘Threat Matrix’ lands
at the desks of the the Bush
Administration’s top national
security officials.

@ Editorial: New respect

for US resolve, page 6
B More reports on pag%
d
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FIRST AMERICAN CASUALTIES AS HELlCe)P(I'ER CRASHES

%\@ U.S. commandos

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 20. The Bush ad-
ministration has formally opened
a new front in Afghanistan with
U.S. elite commandos and Army
Rangers staging a lightning raid
deep inside southern Afghanistan
to attack a specific Taliban target.

Separately, but related to the
war efforts, two American service
personnel were killed in Pakistan
in a helicopter crash. This is the
first combat-related casualty for
the U.S. and its allies. Meanwhile,
an AFP report said anthrax spores
had been found at the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Defence officials here are not
saying much about the raid: As
many as 100 commandos were in-
volved in the raid early on Sat-
urday, the first of its kind in a
formal sense in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. The helidropped-
commandos were drawn from the
Army Rangers, the Delta Force
and Green Berets. The target was
the political and military strong-
hold of the Taliban in Kandahar
— it was aimed at rooting out
members of the Al-Qaeda terror-
ist network as well.

Pentagon officials say the com-
mando raid is only the first of the
kind; and for operational reasons
they are not willing to go into the
details. The ground phase of the
war will not be “conventional” in
the traditional sense; rather, it will
be an operation by small teams of
special forces backed by tremen-
dous air power, including attack
helicopters.

The start of the special forces
operations does not mean that

conduct
" lightning raids in Afghanistan

TO THE WARFRONT. Reservists of Afghanistan s Northern Alliance march in Jabal Seraj; 50 km
north of Kabul, on Saturday. Some 500 reservists from the northern Parwan province have been
called up by the anti-Taliban Alliance. — AFP

there will be any let-up from the
skies. In fact, the air strikes will be
heavier to back the commando
operations on the ground. Fur-
ther, the U.S. is keen on softening
the ground more for the Northern
Alliance to make further inroads
into the Taliban stronghold.

The Pentagon is not directly re-
sponding to the Taliban claims of

having “forced” the U.S. troops to
withdraw. Rather, the military
planners are saying that this is
what commando actions are all
about - going after a specific tar-
get and getting out.

Likewise, the Defence Depart-
ment is not willing to subscribe to
the Taliban claim that its ground
fire brought down a helicopter re-

sulting in two deaths. Officials
here insist that the crash was an
accident in Pakistan and involved
members belonging to an “on call
assistance force’'.

The hghtnmg raid by the elite
comrtandos is only one dimen-
sion of what is taking place on the
ground. American service person-
nel are in Northern Afghanistan

‘We’ll pursue terrorists from place to place’

By Amit Baruah

SHANGHAI, 0oCT. 20. The U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, today
described the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks on his. country as an
“attack on all civilised countries”
by giving statistics and national-
ities of those killed in New York —
96 Russians, 23 Australians, at
least 30 Chinese, 24 Japanese, 20
Malaysians, 16 Mexicans and 21
Indonesians.

Using strong language in an ad- ‘

dress to the APEC CEOs’ summit,
Mr. Bush’s speech was dominated
by the issue of terrorism, only to
the end did he make a reference to
free trade and the neéd for
launching a new round of WTO
negotiations. “This conflict is a
fight to save the civilised world,
and values common to the West,
to Asia, to Islam...by their cruelty,
the terrorists have chosen to live
on the hunted margin of man-
kind,” Mr. Bush said.

“The most visible part of our re-
. sponse is taking place in Afghan-
istan. The Taliban regime has
allied itself with murderers. I gave

Taliban leaders a choice: turn over
the terrorists, or face your ruin.
They chose unwisely,” he said.

Saying that the U.S. stood for
friendship with the Afghan peo-
ple, Mr. Bush maintained: “My
Government supports interna-
tional efforts to bring help and
stability and peace to that unfor-
tunate nation’’.

- He blamed the Taliban for

- problems in the delivery of food

and medicine in Afghanistan. “I
share that frustration. The guilty
ones are the Taliban. They dis-
rupt; they steal; they prevent sup-
plies of food from delivery. They
starve their people, and that is an-
other reason they must go.

“Tomorrow, APEC leaders will
pledge to work together to deny
the terrorists any sanctuary, any
funding, any material or moral
support. Together, we will, pa-
tiently and diligently, pursue the
terrorists from place to place until
justice is done,” he said.

He said the war on terror had
many fronts and military action is
only a part of our plan. “The cam-

paige: will take strong diplomacy
and intelligence; diligent law en-
forcement and financial coopera-
tion. It will span every continent
and require varied contribution
from many nations.”

“The stakes in this fight were
high for all nations — our lives,
our way of lives and our economic
future. By attacking two great eco-
nomic symbols, the terrorists tried
to shatter-cdnfidence in the world
economic system. But they failed.
The terrorists hoped that world
markets would collapse. But mar-
kets have proven their resilience
and fundamental strength. And
this week in these halls, we return
to the steady work of building the
market-based economic system
that has brought more prosperity
more quickly to more people than
at any time in human history.

“I'm here in Shanghai to assure
our friends — and to inform our
foes — that the progress of trade
and freedom will continue. The
ties of culture and commerce will
grow stronger. Economic develop-
ment will grow broader,” he said.

T*HE HINDU
21 00T 2001

“The Asia-Pacific “tegion pro-
vides the world with a model of
choice: choose openness, trade,
and tolerance, and you will find
prosperity, liberty and knowledge.
Choose isolation, envy and resent-
ment, and you will find poverty,
stagnation and ignorance. Our na-
tions have chosen — we have cho-
sen freedom over fear,” he said.

“Out of the sorrow of Septem-
ber 11th, I see opportunity — a
chance for nations and their lead-
ers to strengthen and to rethink
and reinvigorate our relation-
ships. We share more than a com-
mon enemy, we share a common
goal: to expand our ties of trade
and trust. And now we must seize
the opportunity,” the President
maintained.

Stating that trade was the en-
gine of economic development,
Mr. Bush said APEC’s Bogor goals
of free trade by the year 2020 must
be met. Supporting a new round
of trade negotiations, Mr. Bush
said there was much work ta’ be
done to make the upcoming WTO
Ministerial Meeting a success.

liaising with the opposition war-
lord, Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum.
The activities are taking place
around the vital town of Mazar-i-
Sharief. The Taliban is trying to
entice the Northern Alliance to
join in a front against the U.S,, but
the entreaties have been rejected.

Alliance forces move on

An AP report from Jabal Saraj
in Afghanistan quoted the North-
ern Alliance as saying it was clos-
ing in on Mazar-i-Sharief despite
Taliban claims that it would be
able to defend it. However, an Al-
liance spokesman in Uzbekistan
said on Saturday that opposition
forces had suffered a setback and
were pushed back about 2 km.

Mr. Nasir Ahmad Khan, a
Northern Alliance colonel, told
about 400 kalashnikov-toting
fighters that it was just a matter of
time before the Taliban fell. He
Spoke a few hundred metres away
from 14 Northern Alliance tanks,
the rugged mountains of the op-
position-controlled Panjshir Val-
ley in the background.

‘“The enemy is trembling before
you!” the anti- Taliban com-
mander told the fighters gath-
ered. outside this opposition-held
town on Saturday. “We're going
to capture all of Afghanistan! God
is great!” the fighters cried. '

Meanwhile, pilots flying over
Afghanistan today concentrated
on military targets in rural areas,
seeking out Taliban troops and
tanks, the Air Commander on the
USS Theodore Roosevelt said.

The crew launched fighter,
ground attack and surveillance
aircraft early today for another
round of attacks against Taliban
troops and Osama bin Laden’s Al-
Qaeda.

Dostum speaks on TV

An AFP report from Istanbul
said Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum,
the key military leader of Afghan-

istan’s anti-Taliban opposition, *

spoke by telephone to Turkish tel-
evision today to disprove a report
that he had been killed.

Qatar’'s Al-Jazeera television
channel had reported earlier that
Gen. Dostum died some days ago,
quoting Taliban military sources.
Gen. Dostam, an Uzbek com-
mander, spoke by satellite tele-
phone to the CNN-Turk channel
in an interview recorded today
morning, denying the rumours h
said had been spread by Taliba
propaganda. The general also de-|
nied he had had any contacts wit
U.S. officers.
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/First US casualty in copter crash-
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ISLAMABAD/WASHINGTON, Oct. 20,
"— The US suffered its first casualty in
the Afghan war last night when one of
ite military copters crashed in Pakista-
n’s Baluchistan province, killing two
US personnel.

“T'wo US military personnel were kil-
led today in Pakistan as & result of a
helicopter accident while supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom,” the
Pentagon said.

US officials would not, however, say
whether the accident occurred in con-
junction with the ground operation in
Afghanistan.

Besides the two dead, an “undeter-
mined number” of military personnel
were injured in the crash, a US defence
official said.

A Pakistani official said the copter
came down near the southwestern air-
base of Dalbandin.

The Taliban, however, claimed its
forces had shot down the chopper. “I

.....
~~~~~~

An Afghan carries a bag of flour
donated by UN in Kabul. — AP/PTI

have received indications from our offi-
cials that our soldiers had hit the Amer-

[HE STATESMAR

I'M ALIVE, SAYS DOSTUM

ISTANBUL/ISLAMABAD, Oct. 20. —
Qatar’s Al-Jazeera TV said this morning
that General Abdu] Rashid Dostum, a
key anti-Taliban commander, had died a
few days ago. But, moments later, the
Uzbek warlord spoke to CNN-Turk
channel over the phone to prove the
news wrong. The Northern Alliance
commander said the news was a Tali-
ban propaganda. “Things are going
well for us on the front, whereas the
Taliban are trying to demoralise our
troops.

Defection: A Northern Alliance com-
mander said 120 Taliban fighters have
joined General Dostum’s forces.
— Agencles

ican helicopter,” the militia’s deputy
ambassador in Islamabad, Suhail Sha-
heen, said here. A US official has rejec-
ted the claim. He also denied that the

copter had entered Afghanistan.
e
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THE UNSPOKEN TRAGEDY 19® y.1

THE U.S. PRESIDENT, Mr. George W. Bush, has
frequently spoken about his country’s resolve to
do what it takes to win the ongoing military offen-
sive against an identified axis of terror that links
Afghanistan’s uncivilised Taliban regime and
Osama bin Laden, prime suspect behind last
month’s devastating terrorist sirikes against
America. But the plight of innocent Afghan civil-
ians reflects a largely unspoken tragedy of this
war, which the U.S. launched earlier this month
by carrying out aerial and missile strikes against
what it saw as a network of military and terrorist
infrastructure facilities inside Afghanistan. The
United Nations, which might be expected to play
the lead role in a latter-day reconstruction of that
hapless country, has already lost several aid work-
ers. They were killed during the initial phase of
America’s raids. More recently, the fire-bombing
of a Red Cross warehouse, which contained hu-
manitarian relief supplies, has brought nothing
but anguish to the civilised world. The Taliban
officials have also taken some international re-
porters round several sites of civilian homes that
seemed to have been destroyed in the U.S. mil-
itary attack. From America’s own perspective, its

tendency to quibble over the actual causes of

such civilian deaths and other collateral damage
is not much of a face-saver. Surely in this context,
Washington has tried to underline the objectives
of this “anti-terror’” war in some political termi-
nology of absolute idealism. However, the larger
international community has already begun to vi-
sualise the likely humanitarian burdens and eco-
nomic costs of this war as also its potential fallout
in a vast geopolitical context.

Indeed, the U.S. is increasingly coming under
much international scrutiny, if not also commen-
surate pressure at this stage, for what is being
perceived as another manifestation of a cavalier
conduct which America has historically come to
be associated with. In prime focus is Washing-

ton’s penchant for an awesome high-tech war

against an intramsigent regime and its terrorist
allies in an utterly impoverished country. The
massive picture of a disproportionate use of
deadly firepower is not at all mitigated by Amer-
ica’s own fanfare about its token air-drops of food
supplies and medicines. These humanitarian sor-
ties are said to be designed to enliven the spirits of
the ordinary Afghans who have known nothing
but misery since the Taliban began exercising
control over their lives in 1996. However, Amer-
ica's argument about the benevolence implicit in
its pie-from-the-sky mission is simply lost in the
din and bustle of the roaring U.S. military ma-
chine. Moreover, it is anybody’s guess whether
the inhuman Taliban has allowed the ordinary
Afghans to benefit from America’s symbolic ges-
ture of limited humanitarian relief which is but a
sop to soothe their frustrations. \D

If the looming humanitarian catadtrophe has
not blown up in the face of the global dommunity
at this moment, the reasons vary. Af one end,
there is the assortment of economic and other
disabilities that prevent the many affected Af-
ghans from leaving the theatre of war. At the other
end of the spectrum, the United Nations does not
yet appear to have coordinated its policies with
those of the U.S. in a bid to provide the victims of
the intensifying war with an escape route through
a reasonably safe corridor or the like. It is in this
overall humanitarian context that China, which is
currently playing host to Mr. Bush at a regional
meeting, bas pointedly asked him to avoid civilian
casualties and target only the terrorists. India,
too, should take the initiative to galvanise inter-
national action on such humanitarian issues. On
a different but related plane, issues of morality
may come into play in the emerging international
debate about the political space that could be
assigned to the “moderate” elements of a noto-,
riously cruel Taliban in a future Afghan Govern-
ment. .



US nuclear
power plant .\
receives threa

Harrisburg iladelphia),
October 18 L& ‘\Ar{’ “‘

THE THREE Mile Island nuclear
power plant received a “credible
threat” on Wednesday, prompt-
ing officials to shut down two
nearby airports and dispatch
military aircraft to protect the
facility.

The plant was placed on a high
state of alert as the FBI, state
police and military planes
scrambled to protect the facility.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
spokeswoman Diane Screnci
declined to discuss the type of
threat, or how the agency
received it.

The commission told Three
Mile Island about the threat
between 6 pm and 7 pm, and the
airports were shut down about 9
pm, she said.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion spokeswoman Laura Brown
said a “temporary flight restric-
tion” extended to a 20-mile
radius around the Harrisburg
airport after the threat.

Three Mile Island is located
just outside Harrisburg, which is
35 miles northwest of Lancaster.
Ralph DeSantis, a spokesman for
Three Mile Island, confirmed the
plant’s high state of alert, but
also declined to discuss the type
of threat or the additional secu-
rity measures. Three Mile Island
is reportedly the only nuclear
power plant threatened.

Since the September 11 terror-
ist attacks, the power plant had
already taken additional securi-
ty measures, but Wednesday's
alert tightened security further,
DeSantis and Screnci said.

AP
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THE ANTHRAX scare today
broke out of its Florida cradle
like a tidal bore, sweeping all five
continents, shutting down Par-
liaments, crippling businesses,
frightening postal workers and
forcing frenzied stockpiling of
antibiotics and vaccines in drug-
stores all over the world.

Pranksters had a field day and
Governments fidgeted on the
edge of their seats as a paranoid
FBI announced a $ 1 million
reward for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of
those sending mail laced with
the deadly germ.

The Kenyan Government con-
firmed the first positive case out-
side America. Four members of
a family became the first con-
firmed victims after they were
exposed through a letter posted
in the US, Kenyan Health Minis-
ter Sam Ongeri said.

The letter was posted on Sep-
tember 8, three days before the
jetliner attacks on New York and
Washington.

China reported two suspect
letters, one of them addressed to
an employee of a US firm. ¢

The substance under suspi-
cion in one of the envelopes was
enclosed inside a book ahout the
banned Falungong spiritual sect.

In London, A Sharq al-Awsat,
an interpationally circulated
Arabic daily owned by a Saudi
prince, received two envelopes
containing white powder, which
the authorities felt could be
anthrax spores. One envelope
was sent from New York, the
other from Leeds.

The office of the editor’s sec-
retaries, which had received the
envelopes, was evacuated for an
indefinite period.

In India, the Indira Gandhi
Centre Atomic Research in
Kalpakam received two letters
containing a white, powdery sub-
stance. The first letter was
addressed to the Air Officer
Commanding in Tamnaram
near Chennai. In Kerala a man
received a similar letter from
Malayasia.

Up north, in Delhl, there was
panic over four cases in less than
24 hours. The Indian Statistical
Institute received a letter from
Singapore, which was promptly
sealed and rushed across to the

Washington, October 18
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Antllrax scare
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Some of the seven families living on Anthrax Street, which got its name in 1996, want to rechristen this street in Fayettville, Narth Carolina.

CFSL for examination. The sec-
ond case was reported from
Nizamuddin where a man
received a suspicious letter,
again from Singapore. A senior

gynaecologist of Apollo Hospital
received a suspicious envelope
with several addresses written
and then scratched out. One of

the names was that of President

-George Bush. The fourth letter
was for Unicef chief education
officer Suzanne Allmar.

In Kota, students of the Gov-
ernment engineering College
evacuated their rooms after the
college clerk received a soft-
padded letter from Australia.

The panic reached English-
pazar in distant north Bengal,
when a housewife received mail
containing a white powdery sub-
stance. She promptly burnt the

_envelope. The administration

sent the ashes to Kolkata for
forensic tests.
Late night reports said a parcel

from England to Goghat in Aram-
bag, Hooghly, was lying unopened
at the post office, with mail room
staffers refusing to open it.

In the US, investigators have
linked the anthrax episodes in
Florida, New York and Washing-
ton and are pursuing “substan-
tive leads” in the investigation

into who had sent the deadly bac-

‘teria to the three cities. Prelimi-

nary tests showed the anthrax
mailed to NBC headquarters in
Manhattan and a tabloid office in
Boca Raton, Florida, were of the
same strain.

Related reports: Pages 5, 7 & 10

grips world

Jets pound
targets at
Kahul heart

Kabul, October 18

AN ENTIRE Afghan family was
Kkilled when a US fighter plane
bombed the truck in which they
were moving their possessions
out of the eastern city of Jalal-
abad yesterday, a Taliban official
said today.

The incident was the second
of its kind reported by the Tal-
iban in 24 hours. Another family
had been killed when the truck
in which they were fleeing the
southern city of Kandahar was .
bombed.

“1 don’t know precisely how
many people were on the truck
but it was reported to me that
the whole family has been mar-
tyred,” Taliban Education Min-
ister Amir Khan Mutaqgi said.

. He said at least 40 civilians
had been killed and over 80
injured in overnight raids on
Kabul, Kandahar and Jalalabad.

In California, US President
George Bush said the air strikes
were “paving the way for friend-
ly troops on the ground™.

Kabul was pounded today in
fresh attacks. A huge fire blazed
near the Kabul airport. The air
strikes began at 3.30 pm (IST)
and US jets carried out a series
of sorties. Taliban forces res-
ponded with anti-aircraft firing.

The forces, once again,
seemed to target Taliban front-
iines on the hills surrounding
Kabul.

Reports said the jets targeted
the heart of Kabul today pound-
ing Shash Tarak district near the
long-abandoned American em-
bassy.

The district housed a Taliban
tank unit, the defence ministry
and a Taliban garrison.

Explosions rocked the central

"neighbourhood around the

presidential palace and else-
where. Opposition forces are
fighting hard for a strategic Tal-
iban-held city.

Agenciac



"USA pounds Kabul;
NY Governor, Cong
+® 1n anthrax scare
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KABUL, Oct. 18. — US jets targeted the heart of
, Kabul today, pounding a district that housed a
. Taliban tank unit and other military installa-
| tions, even as the Northern Alliance was repor-
| ted to be fighting hard to capture Mazar-e-Shar-
| if, a strategic Taliban-held city in the North.
. The militia said the toll in the two weeks’ of
| strikes had reached 400. Witnesses said about
I 70 people died in Kabul in the past 24 hours.
! A Taliban minister claimed Osama bin Laden
| and top militia leaders were safe.
| In Washington, defence officials said US special
| forces aboard the®SS Kitty Hawk, anchored in
| the Indian Ocean, were ready for any search-

AGENCIES

| and-destroy missions against Osama bin Laden [

| and the Taliban.
| Today’s strikes started before dawn. Taliban in-

| formation ministry officials said the planes hit |

I around Kabul’s Shash Tarak district, near the
| abandoned US embassy and home to a Taliban
! tank unit. The defence ministry and a Taliban
| garrison too are in the area.
i Explosions were also heard around the presi-
! dential palace. Flames rose from the airport
area too, but the reason couldn’t be ascertained.
| Yesterday, US planed had struck a fuel depot
| near the airport.
'1 In Kandahar, the jets struck military targets
| throughout the city, Taliban officials said. Resi-
. dents said over telephone that Taliban leaders
| were distributing weapons to civilians. Strikes
' were also reported in Jalalabad.
. In California, President George Bush told a
| flag-waving crowd that American airstrikes,

. now in their 12th day, were “paving the way for

! friendly troops on the ground.” It was his clear-
est signal yet that Washington was taking the
Northern Alliance into account in the campaign
against the Taliban.

The opposition forces have been locked in com-
bat for days in what US officials have described
as a seesaw battle for Mazar-e-Sharif, the major
. city of the north.

A Taliban information ministry official in Ka-
bul, Abdul Hanan Himat, admitted that the Ta-
liban had lost control of some areas around Ma-
i zar-e-Sharif, but insisted the militia had pushed
its enemy back to the south.

- | Anthrax: Fears of bio-terrorism in the USA
; | grew as spores of anthrax were reported in the
| Manhattan office of the New York Governor, Mr
! George Pataki, PTI adds from Washington.
E The House of Representative has been shut
| down for five days for the first time after expo-
| sure of at least 31 people to the bacterium found
| in a letter sent to the Senate majority leader, Mr
! Tom Daschle.
Mr Pataki said he was taking antibiotics as a
precautionary measure. His staff members were
being tested for the exposure.

o~
[STRPEENY B RO

Tiatha,

| Y B

et s

A polics officer wearing a mask comes out of a New
York subway station on Thursday. Metro services were
disrupted and entrances closed as officials checked out
reports of suspicious powder carrying anthrax bacteria

at the station. — AP/PT] — —— = -

Initial tests showed anthrax bacteria sent to
the NBC headquarters in New York and a tab-
loid company in Florida were of the same strain
and possibly laboratory grown.

A employee in the New York office of CBS-TV
news anchor Dan Rather has tested positive for
skin anthrax, the third major TV network to be
exposed to the bacterium, CBS radio affiliate
said today. A New Jersey postal worker too has
tested positive. The government today offered a
$ 1 million reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of those responsible for
mailing anthrax, the FBI director, Mr Robert
Mueller, said.

N More reports on pages 6 and 7




zero-sum world of India-Pakistah relations some of Mr
Powell’s statements may strengthen apprehensions in
New Delhi of the possibility of a new Islamabad-Wash-
ington nexus that could undermine Indian interests. The
primary purpose of Mr Powell’s visit to Islamabad was
" clearly to ensure that the cooperation that Pakistan has
provided in the campaign against terrorists in
Afghanistan is sustained and furthered. In the last few
weeks, the US has secured Pakistan’s collaboration by
making unprecedented concessions, including the lifting
of nearly all the sanctions that were imposed against
Pakistan after the nuclear tests of 1998 and the military
~ coup-of 1999. Mr Powell went a step further during his
visit: In the joint press conference with Pakistan’s presi-
dent, the US secretary of state referred explicitly to the

centrality of the Kashmiri problem to India-Pakistan re- -

lations and the need to resolve it in a manner that would
accommodate the aspirations of the Kashmiri people. Mr
Powell also seemed to agree with Islamabad that there
were moderate elements within the taliban that could
form part of a broad-based future government in
Afghanistan. Even a few years ago, such statements by a
US secretary of state in Islamabad would have been
enough to throw India-US relations out of gear. It speaks
~well for the new found maturity of India-US relations
that Mr Powell’s visit went off smoothly, and it was only
at the joint press conference with the Indian external af-
fairs minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, that an exercise in
damage limitation was attempted. _
) Mr Powell clearly sought to position India-US rela-
" tions on a higher plane than the tactical relations with
Pakistan. Three aspects of his remarks were particularly
noteworthy. First, he described the close relationship
with India as part of a new US strategic rethink, and
sought to convey the impression that the new Republican
administration viewed India as a vital partner in every
sense of the term. Second, he stated that while the cam-
paign against terrorism was now directed against the al
Qaida it would not remain limited to Afghanistan; the
war would continue and fight terrorism of the kind that
India had been facing. Finally, he delivered a personal in-
vitation from Mr George W. Bush to Mr Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee to visit Washington on November 9.

However, on Kashmir, despite some semantic juggling,
Mr Powell restated what he had said in Islamabad, with
the proviso that the dispute had to be solved by India and
Pakistan. Mr Powell’s visit makes clear that Washington
believes Pakistan is central to its fight against the terror-
ist network in Afghanistan, and Mr Pervez Musharraf’s
continuation at the helm is essential to ensure Islam-
abad’s cooperation. The US administration will, there-
fore, seek to strengthen the Musharraf regime, and even
make concessions that may annoy India. No administra-
tion in Washington is, however, likely to abandon the
growing partnership with India and the Bush adminis-
tration will, from time to time, seek to reassure India and
hope that New Delhi will understand the difference be-
tween a tactical alliance and a strategic partnership. /,
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cesupport in E. Asia

\ Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 17. The U.S.
Presiident, Mr. George W. Bush,
leaves today on a five-day trip to
East Asia to participate in the
Meeting of Leaders of the Asia
Pacific as a part of the Asia Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation Forum.

Prior to leaving Washington,
Mr. Bush is meeting Congres-
sional leaders which will be fol-
lowed by a stop in Sacramento,
California, where he will talk
about the economy besides
meeting troops at the Travis Air
Force base.

The President is, at this time,
expected to be out of the country
until next Monday and adminis-
tration officials are confident
that he will fully participate in
the leaders’ meeting on Oct. 21
and 22. At the same time, the
cautionary word is that Mr. Bush
may cut short his trip to Shang-
hai if the situation warrants.

The visit as originally put to-
gether was for 10 days with the
President spending time with key
allies of the United States such as
Japan and South Korea. In the
pre-Sept. 11 scheme of things,
Mr. Bush was going to Beijing on
an official visit. Now, all this is in
a highly truncated fashion.

The shortened trip to East Asia
does not mean that it does not
carry additional significance. In
fact, what is being said here is
that aside from the routine dis-
cussions of the state of the world
and regional economies and the

usual high sgunding talk about
free Mush will be hav-

ing international terrorism very

high on the agenda but without :

giving the impression that other
issues are being pushed to the
sidelines. ﬁ

“What we w.

to do... .is to

work with every Government in |

which there is a substantial Al-
Qaeda presence to figure out a
strategy for rooting it out”, the
National Security Advisor, Dr.
Condoleezza Rice, said. But the
air strikes on Afghanistan have
had a visible impact in South
East Asia; and Washington is not
particularly pleased with criti-
cism coming out of some coun-
tries such as Indonesia.

The U.S. is working on an
APEC Statement on Terrorism
which will apparently have no
references to either Osama or the
strikes against Afghanistan.
Rather, what is being sought is a
statement that says that the Sept.

11 attacks on the U.S. is an attack |

on the APEC’s vision of “free,
open and prosperous econo-
mies” and, therefore, a threat to
peace and security of all peoples
of the world.

An important component of
the President’s trip to Shanghai
is in his bilaterals with the Presi-
dents of Russia and China and
the Prime Ministers of Japan,
Malaysia and South Korea.

In between the formal ses-
sions, the President will be clos-
eted with his National Security
team. For instance, Mr. Bush will
be briefed by his Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, on his
trip to Pakistan and India.//

THE HINCU

pg ot 200

ush to shore up -




AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE \,@

KABUL, Oct. 16. -~ The strikes in
Afghanistan took a decisive turn
today with the US forces bomb-
ing the Taliban stronghold of
Kandahar in the first low-level
aerial attacks of the campaign.
Residents said US raids con-
tinued throughout the morning
with planes buzzing overhead
and repeated explosions
around the city. Targets in Ka-
bul were hit in the afternoon.
The deployment of AC-130
gunships over Kandahar, the
home of Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammad Omar, was con-
firmed by US defence officials.
The use of AC-130s marked a
departure for a campaign whi-
ch, since its launch on 7 Octob-
er, has been conducted by fight-
er jets flying at high altitudes
to avoid Taliban air defences.
| The head of Taliban’s infor-
| mation agency, Abdul Hanan
Hemat, said the raids on Kan-
| dahar left 33 civilians dead,
| five after a clinic was bombed.
| The US defence secretary, Mr
| Donald Rumsfeld, earlier descri-
| bed Taliban figures for civilian
| casualties as “ridiculous” and
I dismissed claims that more than

l‘ 200 people had died last week in

!

 the eastern village of Kadam. He

An Al-Jazeers TV image of a fire in a Red Cross depot in Kabul on Tuesday.
The place was attacked by US forces. — APIPTI

said tunnelled-out caves with
ammunition had been destroyed
in Kadam, sparking secondary
blasts which may have damaged
nearby villages.

In Kabul, at least seven explo-
sions were heard today, one
causing black smoke to engulf
the northern part of the city
where a military compoungd-{s

reportedly located.
Residents woke up to find
their electricity cut off after
bombs struck the main power
station, but by afternoon it had
been restored.
The use of AC-130s was seen
as apother sign that the USA is
oving towards the deployment
of troops inside Afghanistan to

‘| Northern Alliance

“Low-level air raid on Kandahar

%ié_#,‘x °
y.| Reporte

capfufc |
of Mazar-e-Sharif

MOSCOW, Oct. 16. — The

today

captured the key northern
town of Mazar-e-Sharif with ‘ ;
the help of 4,000 Taliban
fighters who switched sides,

Russia’s NTV reported. But |.
there was no independent !’
confirmation of the report. |\
The channel, reporting from |
Afghan Opposition headquar- '
ters in Khoja Bahauddin, ||
said Uzbek warlord Abdul '
Rasheed Dostum’s troops ||
entered Mazar-e-Sharif from |
the south. It said the alliance |-
has confirmed that Gen.

| Dostum’s troops have entered
Mazar-e-Sharif and that it is |
| ferrying arms by helicopters -
\ i

to Dostum. — PTI

hu;t down Osama bm Laden. 7

Red Cross warehouses hit :

A bomb today hit Red Cross’,
warehouses here, destroying 35
per cent of their contents, wit-
nesses said, adds Reuters. A
bomb landed in front of one build-
ing, injuring a Red Cross worker.
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USA urges Apec

REUTERS
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MANILA, Oct. 15. — The U
called on Asia-Pacific countri
to join efforts to curb terrorism
stop flow of funds to radical
groups and protect oil supplies,
a declaration to be presented at
this week’s Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation summit said.
The US draft declaration has
been circulated in advance to
the 21 Apec members for possi-
ble adoption when their leaders
meet in Shanghai between 20-
21 October, Philippine officials
said today. While condemning

the 11 September attacks on °

New York and Washington, the
statement made no reference to
the US-led strikes on Afghani-
stan or to Osama bin Laden.
“This will be a paradigm shift in
Apec,” a senior Philippine offi-
cial said, since this would be the

ht terror

first time that the Apec summit
- which focuses on trade and
economic issues ~ would issue a
political declaration.

US officials presented the
draft to Apec summit chair Chi-
na, which then circulated it to
Apec members, Manila officials
said. “Leaders unequivocally
condemn the attacks against
the USA ... as a threat to the
peace, prosperity and security
of all people, of all faiths, of ev-
ery nation,” the draft declara-
tion said. “The attacks are also
a direct assault on Apec’s vi-
sion of free, open and prosper-
ous economies.”

The statement urged Apec lead-
ers to enhance counter-terror-
ism cooperation through adop-
tion of financial sanctions to cu-
rb terrorism. It also urged Apec
economies to accelerate their ef-
forts in fighting ﬁnanciW
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AMERICA STRIKES pAQmﬁ\/f

Tuesday, October 16, 2001 9
Hindustan Times, Kolkata

e

Mubashir Zaidi & Agencies
Islamabad, October 15

PAKISTAN RELEASED two pro-
Taliban leaders today as thou-
sands of shops across the coun-
try.downed shutters in protest
against the arrival of US Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell in
Islamabad.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
Maulana Samiul Haq were
released a day after two demon-
strators were Killed at Jacobabad
when a mob tried to charge into
the airbase housing American
aircraft.

Jamiat Ulema Islami leader
Maulana Fazlur Rehman had
been put under house arrest in
Dera Ismail Khan a week ago on
charges of inciting people to agi-
tate against the Government’s
decision to side with the US. The
North West Frontier Province
(NWFP) Government ordered
Fazkur Rehman’s release last
night after continued demonstra-
tions by religious parties,
demanding his release.

Maulana Samiul Hag heads
the’ Afghan Defence Council, a
pro-Taliban coalition of 35 Islam-
ic groups and a faction of the
JUI, which called today’s strike.

A mob torched Wazir Mansion
railway station in Lyari area of
Karachi. Deptity Superintendent

" of Police Kharadar Shafi Rind
was also injured near Lea Market
when a mob attacked him. Sever-

al vehicles were set on fire.
Nearly every store was report-

edly closed in the Taliban-friend-
ly border city of Quetta. Many
businesses, however, remained
open in Karachi. A demonstrator
was wounded during scattered
clashes between protesters and
authorities. Some stores were
closed down in Lahore, where a
police officer was injured in the
stone-throwing.

In Peshawar, many shops and
businesses opened on schedule.
Butdemonstratorsfrom religious
schools took up position in front
of open businesses to enforce the
strike, shouting and shaking fists
until owners shuttered.

In Karachi, two policemen
guarding a Shiite mosque were
shot dead overnight, though it
was unclear if their deaths were
related to US-related demonstra-
tions. Smaller US-related clashes
were also reported in southern
Pakistan, where 14 people were
arrested at different places

About 500 people detained in
Jacobabad yesterday, were also
released. Several thousand pro-
testers evaded a security cordon
set up around Jacobabad yester-
day and tried to reach the air-
port, prompting the police and
paramilitary rangers to lob tear-
gas shells and start firing.

One man was shot in the chest,
and demonstrators took his body
from the local hospital and
paraded it through the streets,
chanting anti- American slogans.
Another protester was shot dead.

Musharraf is likely to ask
Powell to compensate Pakistan
for the increased security
arrangements against anti-US
demonstrators.

Special police anti-terrorism
units‘today took up positions at
key intersections in armoured
personnel carriers.

An Afghan Defence Council
spokesman said the success of the
strike has exposed the tall claims
of the Government that most Pak-
istanis support Government
action to lend unstinted support
to the US including its airbases.
But a Government spokesman
termed the strike as partial.

4 T R RO OORITS: S,

Pro-Taliban demonstrators take over the streets of Quetta (top) and Peshawar on Monday.

Protest wave worries America

S Rajagopalan
Washington, October 15

“WANTED BUSH: Dead or alive;
Reward 10 million,” reads a sign
held aloft by Pakistani protesters
at an anti-US rally. It may just
have been a riposte to the US
President’s identical remark
against Osama bin Laden, but
Americans are not amused by
what is happening in Pakistan.

The rising tide of anti-US sen-
timents in Pakistan and some
other Islamic nations has the
Bush administration worrying.
Outwardly though, its leading
lights maintain that the violent
demonstrations are lesser than
what had been anticipated.

A Newsweek poll, coinciding
with Secretary of State Colin
Powell’s visit to Islamabad,
says 80 per cent of Pakistanis
regard Osama as a “holy war-
rior”. They do not see him as a
terrorist who has to be smoked
out from his cave. The talking
heads in some of the networks
seemed to doubt the poll finding.

But other news reports from
Pakistan, too, hold out little com-
fort for Washington.

The public anger over US retal-
iation may have been confined to
10-15 per cent so far, but the mood
across Pakistan is “changing
rapidly”, reports The Washing-
ton Post. Even moderate Pakista-
nis are turning against Mushar-

raf's decision to back the US
action against Afghanistan.

The reports are a cause for™
concern to the US as they come at
a time when it is thought to be
preparing for a ground offensive.
With the holy month of Ramzan
approaching and the harsh
Afghan winter not far away, the

Pentagon is under pressure for
quick results in terms of the cap-
ture or liquidation of Osama and
his army. Sources said some
Islamic allies and Afghanistan
experts have advised the Bush
Administration to ensure com-
pletion of a ground offensive, if
any, by mid-November, when
Ramzan begins. But the adminis-
tration has refrained from saying

REUTERS/AP PHOTO

anything on a ground operation.

Analysts believe the real chal-
lenge of holding the internation-
al coalition together will be felt
when the ground offensive is
launched. This is reckoned to be
one of the important issues that
Powell will seek to thrash out
during his Islamabad visit.

The imperative to keep every-
one on board has persuaded the
administration not to take cogni-
sance of some disturbing reports
about Saudi Arabia’s “missteps”
that helped in Osama’s ascendan-
cy over a period of time. Nation-
al Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice had emphasised that Islam-
ic countries like Saudi Arabia
have been “very cooperative”.

Indonesia
protests
continue

Jakarta, October 15

INDONESIAN POLICE today
fired tear gas, water cannon and
blank warning shots to disperse
a crowd of anti-US protesters
outside Parliament.

Some 300 protesters from four
radical Islamic groups had gath-
ered outside the gates of the Par-
liament building, condemn the
airstrikes on Afghanistan.

The members of the hardline
Islamic Defenders’ Front were
armed with sticks and carried
posters of US President George
W Bush that read: “Wanted by
the Islamic people for murder.”

Police opened fire when the
protesters rejected an order to
disperse.

During the weekend, 27 mem-
bers of the group have been
arrested on charges of possess-
ing knives and swords. There
have been anti-US protests in
Jakarta almost everyday.

The capital has seen activists
and lawmakers stepping up pres-
sure on Megawati to condemn
the bombing campaign.

Meanwhile, President Mega-
wati Sukarnoputri frowned on
the use of military force in the
fight against terrorism, but
stopped short of directly criticis-
ing Washington.

“No individual, group or Gov-
ernment has the right to look for
terrorists by attacking another
country’s terrMpry,” Megawati
told a gathering at Jakarta’s
main mosque yesterday.

Megawati has been one of the
first foreign leaders to sign up
for the US-led coalition against
terrorism after Terror Tuesday.
So far, the Indonesian Govern-
ment has only said it was “con-
cerned” about the attacks and
has called for restraint.

AP

an leaders freed as Pakistan burns

Blair fails to

win over

British Muslims

Vijay Dutt
London, October 15

TONY BLAIR has failed in his
efforts to appease the British
Muslims and persuade them in
believing that the war in
Afghanistan is not against Islam.
They are seething with anger at
the action in Afghanistan despite
repeated assurances from vari-
ous platforms by him that the
fight is against terrorism.

The Imam of the Central
Mosque in Birmingham, one of
the most prominent in Britain,
Shayakh Riyadh ul-Haq has been
blunt in rejecting even the per-
sonal assurance to him by Tony
Blair. The Imam said that Blair
could not convince Muslims here
and “in fact the world over” that
the war in Afghanistan is not
against Islam.

Addressing a large congrega-
tion during the last Friday’s
prayers, the Imam who speaks
fluent English referred to the
meeting Blair held with some
leaders, MPs and peers from the
Muslim community at 10, Down-
ing Street. .

Blair had told them that all
actions in Afghanistan were
directed against terrorists and
al-Qaida network.

But the Imam summarily dis-
missed the “tea meeting”, Blair’s
reiterations and “propaganda”
in the media that Britain and US
are fighting global terrorism.
“Muslims are not “convinced”,
he said again and again. The
respect being shown and prais-
ing the values of Islam and say-
ing that it is a peaceful religion,
has no meaning. In reality the
war in Afghanistan is against all
those who belong to Islamic

faith, he said. The secretary of
the Central committee of Mus-
lims, Dost Muhammad Khan was
less blunt but he also said that
the killing of innocents- in
Afghanistan was not acceptable. '
The Chairman of the Committee -
Dr Mohammad Naseem, who has
been a GP here for several
decades, endorsed Khan's views.
He recalled that the September 11
attacks in the US were con-
demned widely by the Muslims
here and they also equally con-
demn the Kkilling of civilians in
Afghanistan.

Imran Khan, the owner of a
shop in Birmingham, which used .
to sell bin Laden’s video-taped
speeches was questioned a few
days ago by the Special Branch
detectives. The shop had been
raided two years ago on
the suspicion that meetings
were held for planning terror-
ism. Khan bluntly told officers
that some young Muslims wished
to join in jehad and fight along-
side the Taliban. He has not been
charged for any offence so far.

Even some young students in
the Moseley School in Birming-
ham told BBC’s Panorama
reporters that the war against
Afghanistan should not have
been initiated. The students from
Moseley, members of the Central
Committee and many others
from the Mulsim community in
Birmingham came in special
buses to Trafalgar Square to join
a CND meeting to protest against
the war.

One young protester told Hin-
dustan Times that Blair and his
allies were “out of touch with the
reality”. “We are all for diplo-
matic efforts to resolv e
situation.”
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U.S. to wipe out foreign

terrorists in Afghanistan
\&7@ Ro - \,\Ziy Sridhar Krishnaswami \ )

WASHINGTON, OCT. 14. Senior Bush administration Cabinetimembers took
to the airwaves in Sunday talk shows trying to allay the fears of the
general public about bio-terrorism, even while discussing whether
sending anthrax by mail would amount to an act of terrorism under the
new scheme of things. “It is certainly an act of terrorism to send an-
thrax through the mail”, said the Secretary for Health and Human
Services, Mr. Tommy Thompson.

The Attorney General, Mr. John Ashcroft, did not conclusively link
the source of the anthrax to terrorism even as he has left that possibility
wide open. For now Mr. Ashcroft would go no further than saying, “Itis
premature at this timpe to decide whether there is a direct link”.

In Camp David, the President, Mr. George W. Bush is closeted with
key aides such as his National Security Adviser, Dr. Condoleeza Rice
plotting the second and perhaps the third phases of the American
operation. His Sedretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell leaves for an impor-
tant trip to Pakistan and India. One of the critical things he will be
discussing in Islamabad is the political scenario for Kabul in the post-
Taliban militia era. The President will be returning to the White House
later in the day. ‘

A new opinion poll shows that nearly two thirds of the Americans see
the capture or death of Osama bin Laden as necessary before the
Administration can consider the military action in Afghanistan a victo-
ry. According to a Time-CNN poll, 61 per cent see it in this fashion, even
as more than 80 per cent say that capturing or killing of Osama bin
Laden is a ‘necessary’ goal.

The Administration’s focus right now is not on the opinion polis but
in how to get into the second phase of the military strikes which will
then be followed by the third and political phase of the operations. The
military focus will soon be moving away from the routine pounding of
fixed targets in and around Kabul and Kandahar or positions in the
North East.

The United States is getting ready to focus on the elite Taliban forces.
According to various reports the elite commandos of the United States
and Britain which are already inside Afghanistan and in a number of
neighbourirg States will be carrying out intensive covert activities.
They will be assisted by other commandas who will be paradropped by
attack helicopters from ships.

Pak. asks Masood Azhar to lie low

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14. The chief of Jaish-e-Mohammad militant outfit,
Masood Azhar, has been directed by Pakistan ta lie low to avoid
further American punitive action, official sources said here today.

“Azhar, a protege of the IS], was directed to lie low after he claimed
responsibility for the October 1 car bomb attack on the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly in Srinagar,” the sources said.

The subsequent retraction of the claim by Masood Azhar, who was
released in exchange of hostages of hijacked Indian Airlines plane in
December 1999, was also done under orders from the Pakistan estab-
lishment, which faced embarrassment because it had announced
publicly to oppose terrorism, they said.

The U.S. on Friday last ordered freeze of all financial assets of
Jaish-e-Mohammad, which h een reportedly rechristened Teh-

reek-e-Faqran. — PTI
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami %@

WASHINGTON, OCT. 24. With a fresh case of an-
thrax surfacing in Nevada, investigative and
health agencies are working on two fronts as
the U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, is us-
ing every possible occasion to reassure Amer-
icans that the Government is on a heightened
state of alert.

The fine line that the authorities seem to be
walking is between the public’s right to know
or be informed and setting off the panic but-
ton which does not seem to be too difficult in

, the last three weeks.

The health authorities have been able to
narrow down on what caused the problem.
Senior officials are saying that the terrorism
link cannot be ruled out, until proved other-
wise.

The alert is very high not just in the main-
land U.S. but in the seas as well — U.S. forces
in the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea are
being cautioned about opening even personal
mail.

It all began in Florida with one anthrax ex-
posure that ended in death. Then it was seen
as an isolated incident and the suspicion was
on natural causes. But with the surfacing of
more cases, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion finally turned its probe into a criminal

“"U.S. forces cautioned a

one with domestic and int i over-
tones. Xv)l' W

In recent days, the authorities have been
dealing with the panic surrounding bio-ter-
rorism. Despite all the high-profile appeals of
the administration to the American public to
go about their businesses, cities are reporting
lesser normal activity. And businesses are try-
ing to lure the general public, but with mixed
results.

In Washington D.C., the Metro opened its
gates for free travel on the weekend, picking
up a tab of about $ 600,000; and the area res-
taurants are having extra freebies like throw-
ing in a glass of wine for dinner. But it seems
that all these have not paid off.

THANK GOD, IT WAS ONLY A SCARE:
Mr. Justin Stemplinger hugs his friend,
a United Airlines Flight 1669 passenger,
Ms. Tagudar Sabrina, at
San Jose Intemational Airport on Saturday,
in San Jose, California. Eighty passengers,
including Ms. Sabrina, and five crew
members were held aboard the jet
for three hours after it landed because
a passenger said a man had dispersed
a powdery substance in the
ventilation system. — AP
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6 An unequal war \ﬂ\m

?*7 The longer the battle, the larger the protests

WEEK after the start of the bombing of
Al-Qaeda and Taliban targets, the coali-
tion behind the US campaign against ter-
rorism is already fraying at the edges. As the exodus
of hundreds of thousands of people continues and
civilian casualties are reported, there are bound to
be qualms evetywhere Immediately, however,
Europe remains firmly behind the US and Britain
as do Russia and Japan, and India for the most
part. China with its own anxieties about insurgents
in Xinjiang province, and sensing an opportunity
tomove closer to the US, is mainly supportive. The
- weak links in the coalition just now are in the Arab
and Muslim world. Just howweak will be seen over
the next few days. Anti-American sentiment, as
witnessed in several countries after last Friday’s
prayers, still brings asmall, though fierce and often
violent, minority into the streets to burn effigies of
George W Bush and to hail Osama bin Laden as a
hero. But that could change.

The potential for a wider conflagration, for
the coalescing of other discontents in societies
run by dictatorial governments with the bombing
in Aghanistan, is ever present. Whether that can
be averted will depend primarily on the efforts of
Arab and Muslim leaders and also on the kind of
war the US wages. A short, sharp military re-
sponse risks less of a fallout than protracted,
high-tech, televised bombardment from the air.
General Pervez Musharraf who advocates the

former seems to have it right. No matter how of-

tenit is reiterated that Afghanistan is not the tar-
get, no matter what precautions are taken to
minimise human distress, over time the predom- | .
inant picture of this war will be the mightiest |
country on earth pulverising the most impover-
ished. So, the Pentagon, really has a limited time
frame in which to finish its job. '
A long and visible military operation will be
counter-productive. Extending action to other
countries, possibly Iraq, could create more kinds
of fissures in the coalition. Meanwhile, the leaders
of Muslim countries. must somehow be per-
suaded that appeasing the clerics and fundamen-
talists in their own countries is not good states-
manship. It was encouraging that the meeting of
foreign ministers of the Organisation of Islamic
Conference, representing 56 countries, last week
clearly condemned the terrorist attacks on the
US and backed the campaign against the Taliban
and bin Laden. American diplomacy and more
especially their own vulnerability to radical Is-
lamist movements may account for this reason-
ableness. Nevertheless there is a dichotomy in
how many Arab and Muslim governments pre-
sent themselves to the world and to their own
people. All the regimes in West Asia surely
recognise that curtailing Al Qaeda capabilities is
in their own interest. Even so equivocating noises
come from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Indonesia and

others. An awakening to reality, such-as Pak-
istan’s is still to take place. /
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AMERICA STRIKES B BACK /DAY

More eople,

Washington, October 14 \}s‘)

A THREATENING letter mailed
to NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw
from New Jersey, one week after
the September 11 terrorist
attacks, contained anthrax that
infected his assistant, authorities
confirmed on Saturday.

In Florida, five more newspa-
per employees tested positive, but’
none showed symptoms of infec-
tion. And in Nevada, a letter sent

to a Microsoft office tested posi- -

tive after preliminary tests ruled
out the bacteria. A'second NBC
employee has possible symptoms
of anthrax. The results produced
near panic in America yesterday
as thousands of people, terrified
they had been infected. by the
deadly anthrax in biowarfare,
flocked to hospitals across the
nation. The.collective hysteria
only grew worse with continuing
reports of new outbreaks. .
New York Mayor Rudolph Git-
liani revealed that one of the #wo
\suspicious letters sent to NBC
News. headquarters had tested
positive for anthrax. The letter, ‘
postmarked September.. 18 i’

Trenton, New Jersey, tested posi- -

tive for anthrax, while autho¥i--
ties had initially suspected:a Sep-.
ternber 20 letter sent from Florida

to have brought the bacteria.

The earlier letter was found at
the network’s Manhattan head-
quarters when city police and
FBI officials searched the offices,
said Barry Mawn, head of the
FBI's New York office. The anony-

/\f\/ \ D
mous letter, which boré no return
address, contained an unspeci-
fied threat and a brown granular
substance. Most of it was thrown
away, but the letter was retained,
he said. In Nevada, Governor
Kenny Guinn said a third
anthrax test on a letter sent from
Malaysia to a Microsoft office in
Reno came back positive, but
added that the risk to public
health was “very, very low”.

- The anthrax scare began last
week when a photo editor for The
Sun supermarket tabloid in Boca
Raton, Flarida, died of the
inhaled form of;the bacteria, the
h in the United
States in 25 yean# The American
Media Inc building where Bob
Stevens worked:wasggealed off
after anthrax was fotind on his
keyboard. Two other amployees
turned out to have anthrax in
their nasal passages, but neither
has developed the disease. Both
are taking antibiotics, and one
has returmed to work. The com-
pany was notified on Saturday by

the Centers for Disease Control
- .and Prevention that five employ
ees had shown antibodies 'of

anthrax in their blood; according
to Gerald McKelvey, spokesman

- for American Media.

“It means they had an expo-
sure,” He said, “It doesn't mean
they "have anthrax.” CDC
spokesperson Lisa Swenarski in
Atlanta couldn’t confirm the five
employees had been exposed
gecause testing was not complete.

he sa1d ;t would be another

\

week befor fmal results come in.

Health officials had been wait-
ing for results of more than 35
anthrax tests checking employ-
ees and visitors to the company’s
headquarters, which investiga-
tors in white moon suits contin-
ued to search Saturday. About 20
postal employees who handled
the company’s mail were also
awaiting test results.

On Friday, the FBI agent said
test results of 965 people who
were in the building recently
found no new infections. Investi-
gators were searching in St
Petersburg, Florida, for the ori-
gin of a letter containing a mys-
terious powder that made its way
to NBC’s New York newsroom,
where Erin O’Connor, 38, was
infected with the less aggressive
anthrax of the skin.

The FBI could not pinpoint
where the letter was dropped
because Trenton is a regional
processing centre for southern
and central New Jersey, said Spe-
cial Agent Sandra Carroll.
“There’s over 100 different collec-
tion boxes or post offices it could
have.come from,” Carroll said.

* FBI agents are interviewing mail
* earriers in Trenton on Saturday

as part of a joint investigation
with postal inspectors.

In Florida, the FBI’s hazardous
materials team tested various St
Petersburg post offices -for

anthrax, said Linda Walker, an.

inspector with the US Postal
Inspection Service in Tampa.

Officials stressed the NBC case

le letter bombs tesh“

was an isolated one. They said
there was no known link to the
September 11 attacks or the far
more serious inhaled form that
killed the editor in Florida.

Still, spooked New Yorkers

scurtied to emergency rooms and - |

pharmacies for anthrax tests and
prescriptions for the antibiotic
Cipro. Some drugstores ran out,
or limited the amounts they
would sell to customers.

At the Hilltop Pharmacy, a sign
warned customers they could get
only a five-day supply of 10 Cipro
pills. “We’re filling it right now
about 75 times more than usual,”
pharmacist Amy Sidney said.

A letter containing powder also
was sent to The New York Times,
but the newspaper said on Satur-
day that the white substance in
the envelope received by reporter
Judith Miller — who co-wrote a
recent best seller on bioterrorism
— tested negative for anthrax.

" Miller and about 30 co-workers in

the area when the envelope was
opened are taking antibiotics, and
results of their anthrax tests will
be released Monday. In Nevada,
four Microsoft employees have

been tested to date, with the
_results expected Monday or Tues-

day, company spokesman Matt
Pilla said.

Meanwhile, the anthrax panic
had spread to Britain'with health
officials revealing that three

- workers from US buildings at the

centre of the anthrax scares were
now in Britain, undergoing tests.
AP

An exhibit of the protective gear: 'used by the 9th Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team after their certification ceremony in

Los Alamitos. The unit has been jput on alert since cases of anthrax appeared in Florida and New York.

positive for anthrax
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Business
booms in
the time
of panic

S Rajagopalan
Washington, October 14

NOT ALL businesses are down in
the United States. With the coun-
try at war, an anthrax scare and
threat of more terrorist strikes
some are having a whale of a
time.

The pharmaceutical industry,
for one, apparently never had it
so good.

Vaccines, antibiotics, anti-
depressants, sleeping pills, pro-
tective creams, first aid kits and
what have you. They are all in
great demand and many pharma-
cies are unable to cope with thes
situation.

Bayer, the drug giant, is set for
a killing, thanks to the anthrax
scare. Its product Ciprofloxacin
(or Cipro) is the only antibidtic
approved by the Food and Drug
Administration for treating
anthrax.* A full course of the
antibiotics, lasting two months,
costs a tidy $ 500.

A 25 per cent increase in Cipro
production has been announced
by Bayer but that may not be
good enough. )

Hoarding is on in right earnest
with pushy patients asking their
doctors to prescribe the drug.

Those unable to get Cipro

are turning to penicillin as a
stand-by.

Smallpox vaccine is also in
great demand. It has been fuelled
by fears that bio-terrorists are
out to revive smallpox, the dread-
ed disease that was eradicated
worldwide in the 1970s.
Researchers are examining if the
available stockpile of smallpox
vaccine can be diluted to make it
stretch in case of a bioterrorist
attack.

Gas masks, of course, have
“become a must item for many
households after TV networks

began to hold forth on the possi- °

bility of chemical and biological
warfare.

Americans are being remind-
ed time and again of the pioneer-

AP PHOTQ

A pharmacust replaces Cipro on the shelf of a drugstore overwhelmed by requests to fill prescriptions for the -
antibiotic after a confirmed case of anthrax was reported in New York.

ing work done by the US’s bete
noire, Saddam Hussein, in this
area.

Companies specialising in
‘“emergency drinking water” are
also eyeing a small fortune as
the¥ cash in on fears of a conta-
mination of water sources.
Water filters and purifiers are in
much circulation in a country

~ where water used to be drunk

straight from the tap.

The biggest gainer of the war,
undoubtedly, is the arms indus-

With no letup in the firing of
cruise missiles, the big arma-
ment manufacturers are in for a
big time.

According to available litera- -

ture, each Tomahawk cruise mis-
sile assembled by Raytheon Sys-
tems costs $ 600,000.

Small arms sales are also on

the increase.

In a country troubled by gun
culture, the gun lobby has found
a new justification for arming
people.

Reports speak of a pick-up in
gun sales in recent weeks, with
people preparing themselves to
take on faceless terrorists. If a
proposal to arm pilots goes
through, gun sales will witness a
big boost.

’

The clues that point to Iraq

David Rose & Ed Vulliamy
New York, October 14

THERE ARE “giveaway” signals
that Iraq is involved in the

anthrax outbreak now terroris-
ing America, investigators say.

Leading US intelligence
sources, involved with both the
CIA and the Defence Depart-
ment, told The Guardian that the
clue which suggests a State spon-
sor for the anthrax cases is that
the victims in Florida were
afflicted with the airborne form
of the disease.

“Making anthrax, on its own
isn’t so difficult,” one senior US
intelligence source said. “But it
only begins to become effective

3 as a biological weapon if they

can be made the right size to
breathe in. If you can't get air-
borne infectivity, you can’t use it
as a weapon. That is extremely
difficult. There is very little lee-
way. Most spores are either too
big to be suspended in air, or too
small to lodge on the lining of the
lungs”.

As claims about an Iraqi link

grew, senior health officials in,

Britain revealed they warned all
the country’s GPs last week to be
vigilant about the disease. “I
think we have to be prepared to
think the unthinkable,” said the
Government’s Chief Medical
Officer, Dr Liam Donaldson.

The Department of  Health
confirmed the Government is
conducting an urgent review of
Britain’s ability to cope with
chemical or biological attacks.

It also emerged last night that
three people who worked in the
Florida buildings af the centre of
anthrax scares are now in the UK
and undergoing tests for the dis-
ease. And in America a letter
sent from Malaysia to a

Microsoft office was found to
contain traces of anthrax.

In liquid form, anthrax is use-
less — droplets would fall to the
ground, rather than staying sus-
pended in the air to be breathed
by victims. Making powder
needs repeated washings in huge
centrifuges, followed by inten-
sive drying, which requires
sealed environments. The tech-
nology would cost millions.

US intelligence believes Iraq
has the technology and supplies
of anthrax suitable for terrorist
use. “They aren’t making this
stuff in caves in Afghanistan,”
the CIA source said. “This is
prima facie evidence of the

involvement of a State intelli-

gence agency. Maybe Iran has the
capability. But it doesn’t look
likely politically. That leaves
Iraq”.
 Scientists investigating the
attacks say the bacteria used is
similar to the ‘Ames strain’ of
anthrax originally cultivated at
Iowa State University in the
1950s and later given to labs
throughout the world, including
Ir'aq. According to sources in the
Bush administration, investiga-
tors are talking to Egyptian
authorities, who say members of
the al-Qaida, detained and inter-
rogated in Cairo, had obtained
phials of anthrax in the Czech
Re-pubhc
Last autumn Mohammed Atta
is said to have met in Prague an
agent from Iraqi intelligence
called Ahmed Samir al-Ahani, a
forrmer consul later expelled by
the: Czechs for suspicious activi-
ties. The Czechs are also examin-
ing the possibility that Atta met
a former director of Saddam’s
extiernal secret services, Farouk
Hijtazi, at a second meeting in the
spring. Hijazi is &known to have

'SADDAM NUSSEIN

met Bin Laden.

It was confirmed yesterday
that Jim: Woolsey, CIA director
from 1993 to 1996, recently visited
London on behalf of the hawkish
Defence Department to “firm up”
other evidence of Iraqi involve-
ment in 11 September.

If investigators’ fears are con-

ed — and sceptics fear
Amterican hawks could be publi-
cising the claim to press their
case for strikes against Iraq —

¢

the pressure now building -

among senior Pentagon and
White House officials in Wash-
ington for an attack may become
irresistible.

Plans have been discussed
among Pentagon strategists.for
US air strike support for armed

insurrections against Saddam by .

rebel Kurds in the north and Shia
Muslims in the south with a
promise of American ground

troops to protect the oilfields of
Basra. Contact has already been
made with an Iraqi opposition
group based in London with a
view to installing its membets as

. future government in Baghdad.

Some observers fear 11nk1ng

Saddam to the terrorlst attacks is’
part of an agenda being driven
by US hawks eager to broaden
the war to include Irag, a move
being resisted by the British Gov-’
ernment. .

The hawks winning the ear of"
President Bush is assembled:
around Defence Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld, his deputy Paul-
Wolfowitz, and a think tank, the
Defence Policy Advisory Board,
dubbed the ‘Wolfowitz cabal’.

Their strategy to target Iraq-
was hammered out at a two-day
seminar in September, of which
the dovish Secretary of State
Colin Powell had no knowledge.

The result was a letter to Pres-
ident Bush urging the removal of
Saddam as a precondition to the
war. “Failure to undertake such
an effort,” it said, “will consti-
tute a decisive surrender in the
war against terrorism”.

In a swipe at Powell’s premium
on coalition-building, it contin-
ues: ‘“coalition building has run
amok. The point about a coali-
tion is ‘can it achieve the right
purpose?’ not ‘can you get a lot of
members?”’-

Administration officials close
to the group told The Observer :
“We see this war as one against
the virus of terrorism. If you
have bone marrow cancer, it’s not
enough to just cut off the
patient’s foot. You have to do the
complete course of chemothera-
py. And if that means embarking
on the next Hundred Years’ War,

‘that’s what we’re doing.”

The Guardxan

-~

Powder scare on American flights

San Jose, October 14

EIGHTY PASSENGERS and five
crew members were held aboard
a jet for three hours after it land-
ed at the San Jose Airport on Sat-
urday because a passenger
claimed a man had sprayed a
powdery substance into the ven-
tilation system.

“The substance was confetti ,

from-a greeting card, which the
man had accidentally spilled,”
FBI spokesman Andrew Black
said.

Police, FBI and emergency
crews had set up a decontamina-
tion tent for the passengers of
United Airlines Flight 1669 from
Chicago.

/

The San Jose Airport was
alerted and once the plane
arrived, fire department person-
nel took air samples for tests, the
police said.

The man’s identity was kept”
secret, but Black said he was a
longtime San Francisco Bay area
resident.

The man who spilled confetti
was escorted off the plane. He
was repgrtedly stripped, washed
and dressed in a ‘hazardous
materials suit’ that traps vapour.
Police interrogated the man and
the witness.

San Jose Fire. Department
chief Kevin Conant said his
department has been busy
responding to numerous calls of

mysterious powder. -

“We've investigated every-
thing from beach sand to baking
powder to confetti. We’re taking
all these incidents seriously and
will send all resources required
for investigation,” Conant said.

At Washington’s Dulles Inter-
national Airport, spokesperson
Tara Hamilton said a powdery
substance was found in the
restroom of a United Airlines
plane from London.

The powder was being tested
at an Army laboratory in-Mary-
land, she added. She said 17 peo-
ple out of 216 passengers and 14
crew members had used the bath-
room. The 17 were detained and
preliminary decontamination

steps were taken.

A US Airways flight from
Charlotte, NC, to Denver wads
diverted to Indianapolis on Sat-
urday after a flight attendant
found a white powdery substance
on the plane.

The flight attendant was
believed t6 be the only person
who was exposed to the sub-
stance. The attendant reported
seeing the substance in a trash-
can on the plane.

The passengers and crew
stayed on the plane for about two
hours after landing. The plane
was moved to an isolated part of
the airport, and the FBI and a
hazardous materials team were
called to the scene.

US Attorney-General John Ashcroft holds & copy of the FBI advisory on what to do in case a suspicious letter or pgckage is received, ata

Press conference in the US Department of Flealth and Human Services.
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_~ANTI-U.S. RALLY TURNS VIOLENT NEAR JACOBABAD AIRFIELD

US. jets

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 14. The Bush ad-
ministration has opened the sec-
ond week of air strikes against
targets in Afghanistan with Amer-
ican planes and jets blasting se-
lect areas, mainly in Kabul and
Kandahar. The Kabul airport, the
Taliban Military Academy and an
artillery garrison were the pri-
mary targets. Specific targets
around Jalalabad, Herat and Ma-
zar-e-Sharif have also been hit.

The Captain of the USS Enter-
prise — from where F-14s and
F-18s have also been taking off for
hits inside Afghanistan — has said
that the American warplanes have
destroyed nearly all of the targets
originally assigned. ‘“We're sort of
in a clean-up mode right now.”

At least three aircraft carriers,

.including the Enterprise are in-
volved in the military operations.
The targets include military air
fields, terrorist training camps,
weapons storage areas and the
leftovers of the Afghan airforce,
according to the Pentagon here.

On Sunday, the President, Mr.
George W Bush, pledged to lead
the country through “one of the
darkest moments in history”
making the point that ultimately
the war on terrorism will triumph.
“Let me be clear about this: We
will win the war on terrorism and
we will also continue to fight im-
portant battles at home,” the
President told the American So-
ciety of Anaesthesiologists in a
speech delivered by videotape in
New Orleans.

AP reports from Islamabad:

In the latest raids, U.S. jets de-
stroyed Kabul’s Chinese-built in-
ternational telephone exchange,
severing one of the last means of
communication with the outside
world. Residents said the capital’s
historic, Moghul-style Balahisar
Fort was in ruins but the report

bomb Kabul alrport

RQ

Children pose as ‘holy wrrlors' holding toy rifles during a rally In Peshawar on Sunday. — AP

that taught to the Soviet Union in
the 1980s.

could not be confirmed because
security forces kept outsiders
from the area.

Other targets included the ci-
ties of Mazar-e-Sharif, Kandahar,
Jalalabad and Herat, according to
the Taliban Information Ministry,

An AFP report from Kabul said
a U.S. plane circled the Afghan
capital today, provoking waves of
Taliban anti-aircraft fire, a resi-
dent said. The plane flew above
the city for about 10 minutes be-
fore disappearing without drop-
ping any bombs, according to the
resident.

A Riyadh report quoted the Ta-
liban leader, Mullah Mohammad
Omar, as saying that his Islamic
militia would teach the U.S. “a
much more bitter lesson’” than

One kliled In firing
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 14. There is re-
newed violence in Pakistan in
protest against the U.S.-led mil-
itary campaign against Afghanis-
tan with one person being killed
and 10 injured on the outskirts of
Jacobabad town in the Sind prov-
ince today as activists of a reli-
gious party attempted to march
towards an airfield reportedly
placed at the disposal of the U.S.

Reports from Jacobabad said
that police fired in the air as they
tried to disperse several thousand
anti-American  demonstrators.

Bush rejects Taliban’s offer on Osama

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 34. The Deputy Prime Minister of
the Taliban, Mr. Haji Abdul Kabir, tonight made a
conditional offer to the U.S. for handing over Osa-
ma bin Laden to a “third country” if the U.S. was
prepared to provide the necessary evidence about
involvement of Osama or any of his associates in
the September 11 attacks.

Mr. Kabir told a group of reporters in Jalalabad
that the Taliban was ready to discuss the offer in
case the U.S. was ready to stop the air strikes. If
evidence of Osama’s involvement was given and
the bombing campaign stopped, Mr. Kabir said,
“we would be ready to hand him over to a third
country”. H/e, added that the third country should

be the one that would never ‘“come under pressure
from the U.S.” “If the U.S. was to step back from
the current policy, then we could negotiate. Then
we could discuss which the third country could
be,” he said.

The offer came a day after the Taliban rejected a
“second chance” given by Mr. Bush for the militia
to surrender Osama.

~ Sridhar Krishnaswami reports
from Washington:

The U.S. has quickly rejected the Taliban’s offer
to hand over Osama to a third country if the bomb-
ings are halted. ‘“The President has been very clear
there will be no negotiations,” a White House spo-
kesperson, Ms. Anne Womack, said.

THE HINDU

The protesters, who had evaded a
huge security cordon around the
city, hurled stones, prompting pa-
ramilitary rangers and police to
fire in the air and use teargas to
try to break them up.

Some 3,000 paramilitary rang-
ers as well as soldiers have been
deployed around the town after a
faction of the Jamait- Ulema Isla-
mi (JUI) called for a siege of the
airport to protest the U.S. ‘milj
tary presence’.

When the police tried to pre-
vent them from breaking the bar-
ricades, the protesters reportedly
fought pitched battles and in the
process the police opened fire.

The reports said the crowds
raised slogans such as “Down
with Bush dog,” ‘‘American
graveyard — Afghanistan and He-
ro of Islam, Osama bin Laden”.

Pakistan, as part of its pledge to
offer the U.S. non- combat logis-
tical support for raids on Afghan-
istan, has alfowead U.S. forces onto
two airports - Jacobabad and re-
mote Pasni on the Arabian Sea
coast. The defiant mood of the re-
ligious activists just a day before
the arrival of the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, does not
augur well for the military cam-
paign and is a reflection of the
problems ahead for the Mushar-
raf regime with every passing day
of the attacks on the Taliban. The
religious parties in Pakistan have
given a strike call tomorrow.

More reports on Pages 13, 14
/
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(Contmue from page 1)
said the best thing to be done °
now was to allow the Afghan
people to form a brqad- Based
government.
Anti-American

were Kkilled in two ,
religious clashes in the |
northern Nigerian city of
Kano, quoting local residents. |
Jets bombed military targets !
and the airport in southern !
Kandahar  and  Taliban |
hideouts, Pakistan- based
Afghan Islamic Press said.
Herat airport in the west was ;
pounded in five raids, it said. In .
Jalalabad, US warplanes
dropped bombs on a military |
base, said witnesses and news !
agencies. The first strikes hit an '
army installation and wounded
at least six people, sources said. '
Two more bombs exploded on
the outskirts, supposedly dotted
with guerrilla camps.
Mr John Ashcroft, the US
Attorney General, told NBC !
today that it’s likely that some
of the 11 September attackers '
were still in the country. ‘
In Kabul, sporadic anti-aircraft -
five erupted in the morning as a
single plane screamed above the
city. Taliban estimates more
than 300 people, mostly :
civilians, have been killed since
air raids began. ‘
Afghan opposition comma-
nder, General Abdul Rashid '
Dostum, said anti-Taliban
forces were preparing a “fierce |
offensive” in the key northern
city of Mazar-i-Sharif. US
airstrikes have yet to target
the large concentration of
Taliban forces north of Kabul
which are blocking the adva ‘
of the Northern Alliance. '*.
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(Continue&{rom page1)

A
.
An ofﬁci‘a’tﬁ siiokes(ﬁ'lsn said
yesterday that Pakistan _may
freeze Jaish accounts. (}3'"
Six Gulf Cooperation Co
countries — Saudi Arallia,
Oman, UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain
and Qatar — today decided to '
immediately freeze the assets of
the individuals and groups
named by USA as suspected
terrorists or supporters of terro-
rism, a report from Dubai said.
Britain and the USA termed
the Al-Qaida threats as a:
propaganda stunt. The threats
could “leave no one in any
doubt about the organisation’s
intentions to continue, conduct
and incite acts of terrorism,”
the Downing Street said.
Mr Tony Blair's spokesman
said the latest threats were
irrefutable confirmation that
Bin Laden and his network :
had masterminded the attacks
on the USA.
Powell’s visit: India-Pakistan
relations and Kashmir are
expected to take the centre-
stage during Mr Colin Powell’s
visit to the region, beginning
tomorrow. The US secretary of
state, who will first visit
Islamabad, will discuss the
Afghanistan situation with
President Musharraf.
i Kashmir and normalisation of
| Indo-Pak  relations  are
i expected to figure during the
discussions, US officials said.
Pakistan today sought
Washington’s help to resume
India-Pakistan dialogue and to
resolve the Kashmir issue.
“The USA with other mem-
bers of the UN Security Coun-
cil can help recommence a
dialogue between Pakistan and
India so that we, with the rest
of the world community, can
attempt to arrive at a solution '
acceptable to the people of
Kashmir,” the Pakistani
foreign minister, My Abdul
Sattar, told ABC TV.
The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, told Star News
that what was happening in
J&K was a “freedom struggle”.
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riots kill 20

Kano (Nigeria), October 14

MORE THAN 200 people have
been killed here in two days of
religious clashes triggered by
protests against US air strikes in
Afghanistan, residents said
today.
Most of the killings took place
overnight as rival Muslim and
. Christian gangs rampaged the
heavily populated districts on
the outskirts of this north Niger-
ian town despite a night curfew
and shoot at sight orders.

One of the worst hit areas was
Zangon district, a Muslim
stronghold with a significant
Christian minority. Those fleeing
were Christians.

“People were slaughtered in
Zangon. There cannot be less
than 200 killed last night,” said
one of the many residents fer-
ried in buses under military
escort to Sabon Gari where most
non-Muslim immigrants live.
© “As I speak with you now I can
see a body burning in the street,”
said a Sabon Gari resident on tele-
phone. “He seems to be a Muslim
who strayed into Sabon Gari.”

Killings were also reported in
the Brigade district adjoining

Sabon Gari. Officials have so far
only spoken of “many killed” and
have not issued any definite toll.
“People are stranded. People are
trapped in various locations,”
said another resident who spent
the night holed up in a city office.

Hard-pressed security forces
used civilian buses to rush what
were reported to be hundreds of
injured to hospitals.

Heavily armed soldiers guard-
ed the few churches that held
Sunday services, witnesses said.

AP PHOTO
A soldier sits guard in front of a
poster of 0sama bin Laden at -
Kano in northern Nigeria on
Sunday.

Streets of northern Nigeria’s
commercial nerve centre were
deserted.

President Olusegun Obasan-
jo’s federal Government sent
reinforcements of soldiers and
police to the city from neigh-
bouring States. Tanks and
armoured cars patrolied the
streets as night fell yesterday.
Police banned all vehicles from
the streets on the second day of
protests against US action
against Taliban. - o

igeria antl-US P

The. protests, which began
after Friday prayers, were
intended to be peaceful, but resi-
dents said they were hijacked by -

- jobless hooddums.

Religious riots have claimed
hundreds of lives in Nigeria over
the last two years. Nigerian
authorities are always keen to
play down death figures so as not
to provoke an escalation.

Obasanjo’s two-year-old civil-
ian Government, which took
over from military rulers, has
been struggling with a spate of
religious violence in the predom-
inantly Muslim north.

Analysts say the upsurge of
sectarian violence followed the
introduction of strict Islamic
sharia penal code by some north-
ern States, despite protests by
non-Muslims.

The clashes in Kano are poten-
tially the most dangerous for oil-
producing Nigefia as it is the
biggest urban centre in northern
Nigeria and a hotbed of Islamic
radicalism. :

Jakarta protests

Sixty-five anti-US protesters
have been arrested in Jakarta for
possessing weapons, police said
today.

AFP says the arrests were
made after hundreds of protest-
ers from central Java arrived ata
station in Jakarta yesterday,
police spokesman Anton Bahrul
Alam told AFP. He said those
being questioned were members
of the solo-based front Hizbullah
and the Islamic Youth. They were
carrying sharp weapons and
slingshots, Alam said.

Reutery
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Posturing for the polls?

S PUNJAB approaches
the Assembly elections,
machinations are on to
capture ‘“vote banks”.
And a string of incidents of
sacrilege, since the beginning of
September, which has sent
ripples through the Sikh
community, has come in handy.

The genesis of the present
crisis can be traced to the self-
styled godman, Baba Piara
Singh Bhaniara, who has
compiled his own scriptures,
“Bhavsagar Granth”.

The Baba and some of his
followers have been arrested
and his book has been banned
by the State Government, as
most of the Sikh organisations
found it an “insult” to the Guru
Granth Sahib and claimed that
the Gurbani had been distorted.

The Baba, a former class four
employee in the State
Government, is said to have a
considerable following among
the Scheduled Castes, which
explained the beeline
politicians, including from the
ruling party, made to visit him.
The visits were recorded for
posterity in photographs in the
Baba’s book.

The present Akal Takht
Jathedar, Giani Joginder Singh
Vedanti, like one of his
predecessors, Bhai Ranjit Singh,
excommunicated the Baba for
assuming titles considered
blasphemous under Sikh
Maryada (code of religious
conduct). The issue came to the
centre stage of Punjab politics
after activists of the newly-
formed Khalsa Action
Committee (KAC), headed by
Mr. Charanjit Singh Channi,
disrupted a religious
congregation at the residence of
one of Baba’s devotees in
Ludhiana. The Baba's book was
snatched and damaged.

Subsequently, another
organisation was formed in the
area around Jagraon, which had
local representatives from the
major Akali factions and right
wing radical groups.

This organisation called the
Sukha Singh Mehtab Singh
Committee claimed it had the
support of the local authorities
to “cleanse” the area of the
granths penned by the Baba.

These incidents were said to
have sparked off the retaliation
from the Baba’s supporters,
who now face charges of
torching copies of the Guru
~ Granth Sahib.

The first incident of sacrilege
was reported from Rattangarh

Protests in Chandigarh against desecration of the Guru Granth

Sahib... the fringe to the fore.

The recent problems within the Sikh community
could result in a greater relevance for fringe
and right wing elements in the Punjab
elections. Sarabjit Pandher reports.

and Rasoolpur villages of Ropar
district, after which the Baba
was arrested.

This was followed by protests
by different Akali and Sikh
organisations, some of whom
have sought action under
Section 302 of the IPC, as they
quote a Supreme Court
judgment where the Guru
Granth Sahib was accepted as a
“juristic person”.

While the State Government
has been facing flak for delayed
and inadequate action, the
ruling party has been trying to

shift blame on to the Congress
for the troubles.

The Chief Minister, Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal, said any
action taken against the Baba,
who has encroached upon
forest land as well, could have
led to a situation akin to the
infamous Akali-Nirankari clash
of 1978.

While the projected crisis as
well as the “‘threat” to the
religion is bound to consolidate
the “Sikh vote bank” behind
different shades of the
Shiromani Akali Dal, analysts
feel the “Hindu vote bank” will
go the Congress way just

THE HINDU
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because the BJP is pro-Akali.

A greater need could be felt
within the ranks of the ruling
Akali faction led by Mr. Badal
for a rapprochement with the
recently-formed Panthic
Morcha, an alliance of rival
Akali factions and some right-
wing radical outfits, whose
bargaining capacity could
increase.

As the prevailing controversy
is related to the Sikhs’ “intra-
community” affairs, it could
also have a bearing on issues
related to the identity crisis,
already articulated on various
occasions including the Khalsa
Tercentennial and
implementation of the
controversial “Nanakshahi’
calendar.

The consolidation of the
“yote banks’ will not represent
any communal divisions, as it is
not based on animosity
emerging from the interests
represented by the separate
communities in the State,
observers say.

Once again the pressure is on
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC),
apex Sikh religious body, to use
its jurisdiction and settle such
issues and also prevent any
danger to the State’s social
fabric.

However, the SGPC chief
seems to be encouraging Akali
factionalism rather than
suggesting a way out.

However, in the event of the
various Akali factions failing to
come together on a common
platform, the runup to the
coming elections could see a
greater relevance for fringe and
right wing elements.

As far as the electoral
arithmetic is concerned, the
fissures among the SAD
factions, the Government and
the SGPC may not be beneficial
for the ruling dispensation.

Mr. Badal faces a
predicament — one of the most
challenging of his career — with
the religious reservoir he
nurtured to outdo his rivals
such as Mr. G. S. Tohra, now
cramping his style. Mr. Badal
had entered the religious sphere
during the 300th anniversary
celebrations of the Khalsa.

All those who posed a
challenge to his assuming the
mantle of the globally
undisputed leader of the Sikhs
were relegated to the margins.

These leaders now represent
the Panthic Morcha and he may
have to do business with them.
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If you cough him u
and his people we ’ll)l :
reconsider what

we’re doing to

your country

- Suspicion splinters world into two

Western
tourists
under
attack 1n
Indonesia

- FROM DEAN YATES

Jakarta, Oct. 13 (Rguters): Two
German tourists have been kicked
and punched after being mistaken
for Americans on Indonesia’s
Lombok island while other for-
eigners are being harassed there,
state media and a tour operator
said today.

The incidents mark the first
reports of assaults on foreigners
in Muslim-dominated Indonesia
since Washington said it would
hunt down Saudi-born militant
Osama bin Laden over the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the United
States.

Bin Laden is being sheltered
by the Taliban in Afghanistan,
and the US and British air strikes
that began on the Islamic nation
last Sunday, have enraged radical

_'Indonesian Muslim groups.

Separately,  Vice-President

Hamzah Haz split with the gov-
ernment’s policy of avoiding open
criticism of the air strikes by call-
ing on Washington tohalt the cam-
paign. He also said Washington
had failed to prove bin Laden was
behind the devastating attacks.
The official Antara news
agency said the Germans were at-
tacked this week when a tour com-
pany took them to a traditional
sporting event at a remote village
on staunchly Muslim Lombok.
“The two German tourists
were punched and kicked because
it was thought that they were
Americans,” Antara quoted Putu
Aria Tusan from the tour compa-
ny as saying. It was unclear if the
Germans were badly injured.
Antara said objects were also
thrown recently at a van carrying
around five other tourists in a
separate incident on Lombok,
which lies next to the famous re-

sort island of Bali.

Despite small anti-US protests
in several cities and threats made
against Americans and Britons,
foreigners have been left alone in
major centres, including Jakarta.
The capital was protest-free today
for the first time in days.

Tusan confirmed the attack on

. the Germaris but said it happened

two weeks ago. “Nowadays, people
in small (Lombok) villages still
spook tourists by asking fiercely if
they are Americans,” he said.

“But in the cities and in tourist
places... where tourism is the
main business the situation is rel-
atively peaceful. People there have
even promised to protect their
tourists. The government has to
be aware (of this) and Iurge (the
government) to maintain security
so nothing like this happens in the
future,” Tusan said.

Despite its beauty and tourist

appeal, Lombok has occasionally
suffered an image problem from
bouts of communal and religious
unrest. Parts of the island are also
very poor.

The government in Jakarta
has said it would not tolerate any
violence against foreigners, al-
though it has taken little action
against radical Muslim leaders
frequently making threats.

Haz’s position puts President
Megawati Sukarnoputri in a bind
as she tries to tread a delicate line
between general Muslim distaste
for the strikes and keeping a vital

ally and economic partner on side.

Quoted by Antara, Haz called
for an end to the strikes so that
civilians were not killed. He also
said Washington needed to prove
bin Laden’s involvement in the
September attacks, a remark
unlikely to please the US embassy
in Jakarta.

" China
puts Pak
travellers

under
scanner

Beijing, Oct. 13 (Reuters): China has barred people from large parts of
Central Asia from its airlines following the September 11 attacks on
the United States, an airline official said today.

The official at flag carrier Air China said the government had
issued a note to all Chinese airlines limiting sales of tickets to citizens
of such countries. “We do have such a circular concerning restric-
tions on issuing tickets to citi}ens from 20 mostly Middle East coun-
tries,” the official said.

“But I don’t know if the regulation applies only to international
flights or to domestic flights as well.” The foreign ministry declined
comment and officials at China’s airline regulator were not available.
But Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post said the circular ordered
the airlines to issue tickets to citizens of named countries only with
the approval of the local Chinese embassy or consulate.

It named the countries as Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt,
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Pakistan,
Qatar, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and the United Arab Emirates.

It also listed Palestine, which is not yet recognised as a country.

China has backed the US-led war on terrorism following last
month’s attacks on New York and Washington. Next week, it is also
staging the first major international conference since the attacks.

Ministers from the 21 members of the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum meet in Shanghai and their leaders, including
US President George W. Bush and Russian President Vladimir Putin,
assemble for a summit next weekend. /
>
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undle of food packets, air-dropped Dy U.>. planes, ncar nasveey—
fghanistan on Saturday. Food packets lie scattered all around. — AP

CIVILIAN AREA HIT BY ACCIDENT: U.S.

W3 W)

‘Osama networ

. By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 13. Pentagon offi-
cials have acknowledged that an
American warplane missed its tar-
get and struck a residential neigh-
bourhood near Kabul. A
2,000-pound bomb went off target
and hit a civilian complex but
Washington disputed the Taliban
accusation that about 300 civilians
had been killed thus far in U.S.-
British operations.

The Foreign Minister of the
Northern Alliance, Mr. Abdullah
Abduilah, was quoted as saying
that the Taliban was not able to
launch counter-offensives against
them as a result of the U.S. strikes.

The Republican administration
has not formally responded to the
Taliban rejection of the “second
chance” to cough up Osama bin
Laden and his cohorts. But Wash-
ington made it known that the air-
strikes and the subsequent
operations would be intense.

The White House said that the
U.S. operations had disrupted Osa-
ma’s network. “We have disrupted
the terrorist network inside Af-
ghanistan. American forces dom-
inate the skies over Afghanistan
and we will use that dominance to
make sure terrorists can no longer
freely use Afghanistan as a base of
operations,” the President, Mr. Ge-
orge Bush, said in his weekly radio
address.

On Saturday, U.S. planes target-
ed their munitions on airports and
military bases in Kabul and Kanda-
har. The objective is to substantial-
ly weaken the Taliban in the
southern positions of Kandahar so
as to give a window of opportunity
to the Northern Alliance for its of-
fensive.

Unnamed U.S. defence officials
said that there were signs of dis-

O

content in the Taliban forces and
that there were defections, the Ta-
liban militia denial notwithstand-
ing.

The U.S. is particularly targeting
the Al-Qaeda training camps of
Osama. There is suspicion that the
Al Qaeda has been producing
deadly nuclear and biological
weapons. ‘‘What we believe is that
they have a crude chemical and
possibly biological capability. And
if there’s nuclear capability, it is lia-
ble to be more radiological than
fissile,” an official said. Military
planners and law enforcement offi-
cials are worried that while the Al-
Qaeda’s methods of delivery of
these deadly weapons may be non-
existent or crude at best, bizarre in-
ventions may cause problems.

Politically, the Bush administra-

k diSru pted’

tion is watching how the anti-Tali-
ban coalition is coming together.
Getting rid of the Taliban is just the
beginning as an array of groups
and military warlords are waiting
on the wings for their share of the
cake.

The authorities are in a state of
alert in the wake of anthrax expo-
sures. On Friday, a fourth victim
surfaced and there are increasing
reports of people getting ‘‘a white
powdery substance” in the mail.

“Our nation s still in danger. But
the Government is doing every-
thing in our power to protect our
citizenry,”” Mr. Bush said on Friday.
He urged people to go about their
business, saying, “We cannot let
terrorists lock our country down.
We can't let terrorists, a few evil-
doers, hold us hostage.”

NEW YORK, OCT. 13. Reports of a fourth anthrax case in the United
States since the September 11 terrorist attacks sent New Yorkers
scurrying to hospitals, intensifying fears about bioterrorism in a city
and nation already on edge. The New York Mayor, Mr. Rudolph
Giuliani, announced on Saturday that a second threatening letter
sent to the NBC news anchor, Mr. Tom Brokaw, contained the

anthrax that infected his assistant.

The letter, postmarked September 18 in Trenton, New Jersey, tested
positive for anthrax. Initially, authorities believed a September 20
letter sent from Florida might have carried the anthrax,

The NBC employee, Ms. Erin O’Connor, contracted the skin form of
anthrax after opening a “threatening” letter on September 25
addressed to Mr. Brokaw that contained a powder.

Ms. O’Connor noticed a dark-coloured lesion three days after the
letter was received; on October 1, she began taking the antibiotic
Cipro. When the lesion started developing the characteristics of
anthrax, “a very alert and astute clinician” ordered skin tests.
Officials said they expected Ms. O’Connor to recover quickly.

They stressed it was an isolated case and there was no cause for
alarm.Panic spread, with people reporting suspicious packages from
coast to coast. Officials played down a link to terrorism, but the Vice-
President, Mr. Dick Cheney, expressed scepticism that there was no
relation. “The only responsible thing for us to do is proceed on the
basis that it could be linked,” he told PBS. — AP

THE HINDU
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Press anthrax panic
button for pth%city

o
w

MEDIA IS at the centre of the
bioterrorism panic gripping the
US. “Terror mail” laced with
anthrax found its way into Amer-
ican Media Inc offices in Florida.
An NBC News employee in New
York is down with the infection.

The New York Times news-
room was evacuated on Friday
after a reporter opened an enve-
lope that spilled the dreaded
white powder. Though initial
tests did not point to anthrax, the
powder is being retested.

News organisations across the
US have suddenly realised that
the media is the target in this
round. They have put in place
new, stringent norms on han-
dling all incoming mail. ’

Why this targeting of media?
It’s simply because publicity is
guaranteed, confessed some jour-
nalists. Friday was proof enough
of that. The networks accorded
saturation coverage to the
anthrax scare, eclipsing the
action in Afghanistan and on the
streets of Pakistan.

“Terrorism is usually conduct-
ed through small incidents that
have a huge psychic impact on
the people,” said Newsweek editor
Mark Whitaker. If so, then the
anthrax scare has hit bullseye.

Ciprofloxacin, the only drug
approved to treat the infection, is
suddenly in great demand. The
fast-depleting stocks have
prompted the authorities to issue
a public appeal against hoarding
and self-medication.

S Rajagopalan
Washington, October 13

Federal agencies say a link is
still to be established between
the anthrax envelopes and the
September 11 attacks, but Vice-
President Dick Cheney has a dif-
ferent view. He believes that
Osama bin Laden’s men are try-
ing their hand at bio-terrorism.
The NBC case marks the second
active anthrax infection. In the
first case, Bob Stevens, photo edi-
tor of The Sun, had died in Flori-
da. Two other colleagues of
Stevens were exposed to anthrax.
In the NBC episode, Erin M
O’Connor, an assistant to well-
known anchorman Tom Brokaw,
contracted the infection after
opening a threatening letter,
addressed to Brokaw. The letter
was postmarked September 20
and opened on September 25.

The terror mail to NBC and
The New York Times appear to
have originated from the same
place. Both bore the postmark of
St Petersburg, Florida. The NYT
mail was addressed to reporter
Judith Miller, a specialist on
West Asia who is author of a
book on bioterrorism.

Investigators are grappling
with another anthrax case in
Nevada. A mail from Malaysia
to a Microsoft office in Reno has
“tentatively tested positive” for
anthrax. Microsoft had original-
ly sent a mail with a chequetoa
vendor in Malaysia. But it has
returned with the cheque—
along with pornographic mater-
ial and the suspected anthrax
potion.

Related reports on Page 11
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~‘We can have normal ties with Pak

only when vio

Interview
of the
Week

SHOBHAN SAXENA meeTs
ANK WISNER

US Ambassador to India from 1994 to
1997, Frank Wisner played an important
role in attracting American investments to
India and in the peace initiatives in South
Asia. Before New Delhi, his assignment was
as Under Secretary of Defense Policy. Prior
1o that, he served as Under Secretary of State
for International Security Affairs. Wisner is
now Vice Chairman, External Affairs, the
American International Group (AIG) in
New York. Well-versed in the subcontinert’s
affairs and the oil politics of Central Asia,
Wisner talks about the war cn Afghanistan
and how it could influence US policy to-
wards the subcontinent. Excerpls:

Wl Now that the United States has declared
war on Al-Qaeda and Taliban, could you
please tell us what compelled the Ameri-
can government to take this action?

The United States military action is the
most timely and appropriate. The Ameri-
can government gave ample warning to
Taliban to close down terrorist camps and
turn over Osama bin Laden. But they did
not respond. This action was required to
check international terrorism network be-
ing run from Afghanistan. It’s the right ac-
tion against those running international
terrorism network and also those who are
harbouring and supporting them.

W There is a speculation that the US
might widen its attack and some more
countries may come under attack. Do you
foresee that happening in the next few
days or weeks?

I have seen a great deal of speculation
in the Indian-American press that the
strikes against terrorist might spread to
other countries. I think it’s premature to
say that. There are other methods to check

only option available to the United States.
And at this juncture I am not prepared to
speculate that the military action may |
spread to othcr countries, °

B Why did the US government decide to |
include a country like Pakistan whose
record on terrorism is not clean in this

"

|
!
|
|
|
|
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coalition against terrorism?

It is very important to put together a
broad-based coalition. When the former
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in
1979, there was only one nation that could
help us in checking that. That was Pak-
istan. And this time too, Pakistan being a
frontline state could help us. It’s good that
Pakistan decided to join the international

| community in this war against terrorism.
terrorism. The military option is not the |

B But this decision has caused some ma-
jor concern in India that the US may over-
look what Pakistan is doing in Jammu and
Kashmir?

See, we have had a very whacky rela-
tionship with Pakistan. And I do believe
that the US cannot have normal relations

i with Pakistan till cross-border terrorism in

| Kashmir goes on. The US wants to see that
the violence there ends. Only then we can
have normal ties with Pakistan. And I also
deeply believe that political dialogue be-
tween nations of the middle east and In-
dia and Pakistan is necessary for solving
the disputes. There is no need for India to
worry about this.

#l But since the US needs Pakistan more
than India at the moment, some in India
believe that Pakistan can exploit the situ-
ation to its advantage in Kashmir. Do you
agree with this position?

No, let there be no doubt that we want
to build strong relationship with India.
And that relationship is not tied to US re-
lations with Pakistan. India is a major
power — an international power. The bi-

Kashmir ends’

lateral relationship between the two coun-
tries is important to us. I do not think it’s
right to see our bilateral relationship in the
light of US ties with Pakistan. That belit-
tles India. And we do understand India’s

‘concern about its security and acknowl-

edge that cross-border terrorism is a very
serious issue.

B What role do you see for India in this
war against terrorism?

India is a respected country. It’s a big
power. At this moment we need a sus-
tained international campaign against Al
Qaeda and in this regard India’s advice is
very important. We know that India has-a
very important role to play in South Asia.

M But lifting of sanctions against Pakistan
has paved way for US arms sales to to
Pakistan. That is again a cause of concern
for India.

I think it’s unlikely that first American
step after lifting sanctions against Pakistan
would be supplying arms to Islamabad. As
far as Pakistan is concerned, I think, our
priority is different. What Pakistan needs
at the moment is economic and political
stability and we would like to see that that
happens in Pakistan. Selling arms to Pak-
istan is not our priority.

M What impact do you think these terror-
ists attacks and this war agamst terror-
ism will have on oil companies and oil
prices?

Yes, the terrorist incident definitely
had an impact on oil companies and

prices. There has been a demand and sup--

ply imbalance since the terrorist hit the
United States. The incident aggravated
the recession already there. As people are
not travelling much, there is more supply
and less demand, and the oil prices have
gone down. But the situation may improve
soon. )

B Some people are saying that the US is
waging a war against Afghanistan as it
wants a foothold in the region to have bet-
ter access to and control over oil and gas
resources in Central-Asia. Is there any
merit in this charge? '
-Garbage. This is absolutely garbage.
The war on terrorism is being done only
from the security point of view. The US
has not gone to the region with any busi-
ness interest in mind but for peace. It’s to
get over the scourge of terrorism and to

make Afghanistan free from terrorists. /
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PAUSE’ IN AIR OPERATIONS ON FRIDAY

" Bush gives another chance,

po !

WASHINGTON, OCT. 12. After pounding targets in
the early hours of Friday, the Pentagon in-
dicated "air operations against Afghanistan
were being slowed down on account of the
Muslim holy day of Miraj al-Nabi.

But the U.S. Defence Department was also
careful in qualifying what this ‘“pause” meant.
“Military operations continue,” said the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Ri-
chard Myers. This means there has been a
pause in going after fixed and planned targets,
but the aircraft are on the lookout for moving
targets — military convoys.

An assortment of planes and jets took to the
skies early on Friday to take on targets to the
north of Kabul. But after dawn, the raids ta-
pered off and the jets returned to their carriers
in the Arabian Sea.

Meanwhile, the U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, gave the Taliban militia a second
chance. “If you cough him (meaning Osama
bin Laden) up and his people today... we’ll
reconsider what we are doing to your country.
You still have a second chance. Bring him in.
And bring his leaders and lieutenants and oth-
er thugs and criminals with him,” Mr. Bush
said from the East Room of the White House
during the course of his first prime time press
conference.

Mr. Bush said it might take a year or two to
unravel the terror network behind the Sep-
tember 11 horrific attacks on New York and
Washington, but maintained that the bomb-
ing raids on Afghanistan had already put Osa-
ma’s network on notice and on the run. “I
want him (Osama) brought to justice”. He
said he did not know if Osama was alive or
dead but this mattered little.

(A PTI report from Islamabad said the Tali-
ban rejected Mr. Bush’s renewed demand to
hand over Osama and mocked at his offer to
stop attacks in Afghanistan. The Taliban Am-
bassad?( to Pakistan, Mullah Abdul Salam

Zaeef, laughed away Mr. Bush's offer, saying
Mr. Bush would make some “more offers” af-
ter losing more in the war. “We reject this
offer. The world has seen that the Afghans
cannot be dictated,” he said.)

Earlier in the day, the U.S. Defence Secre-
tary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, said in a briefing
that the Navy fighter jets were keeping a close
watch on possible targets and would attack
them, if detected.

The Pentagon said the airdrop of relief ma-
terial for the Afghan people scheduled for Fri-
day would go on as planned.

Caves, bunkers targeted

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, said caves and bunkers were being
specifically targeted with a variety of muni-
tions, including the 5000-pound GBU-28,
known as “Bunker Busters”.

The Defence Department released a pho-
tograph showing an airfield in Herat, Afghan-
istan, which had a number of planes and jets
parked prior to the bombardment. Heavy
damage was seen in the second photograph
with the aircraft in total shambles.

Unnamed Pentagon officials say that the
U.S. jets may have hit the Taliban leader, Mul-
lah Mohammad Omar’s Chevrolet Suburban.
The hit may have come about on Wednesday,
The Washington Post says. The occupants of
the vehicle may have been family members or
top officials of the Taliban militia.

Defence and intelligence officials were
tight-lipped on whether or not they believed
the caves being used for fortification and op-
erations were occupied at the time of the at-
tacks. The belief is that this may remain
unknown as persons would be buried in the
aftermath of the punishing raids.

The Pentagon is also saying that the U.S.
may be moving away from fixed assets to
“emerging targets’ such as troops concentra-
tions. It is also' keen on softening up the
ground resistance to help the Northern Alli-

THE HiNp,

LD

ance begin its land offensive.

One view is that while the bombing runs
have substantially weakened the Taliban mili-
tia and destroyed many of their fixed targets,
the game is far from being over. In fact, Mr.
Rumsfeld said air defences, including mobile
missile launchers, remained a problem.

Both the Pentagon and the State Depart-
ment have denied that the U.S. was going after
civilian population. “... any assertions that we
are deliberately targeting civilians are totally
baseless,” the State Department spokesman
said.

Nation building role

For a person who has been quite critical in
the past of nation building exercises, Mr. Bush
seemed reconciled to the fact that the U.S.
would indeed have to play that role in Afghan-
istan if stability and peace were to materialise
in Central Asia.

This in many ways is a policy shift for, this
Republican administration, in being critical of
the Clinton era, had said the U.S. should not
be in the business of nation building in failed
states. But in indicating that the U.S. was in
Afghanistan for the long haul, Mr. Bush also
made it clear that nation building of that
country should be in the hands of the U.N.

“It would be a useful function for the Unit-
ed Nations to take over the ‘nation building’. I
would call it the stabilisation of a future gov-
ernment after our military mission is com-
plete,” Mr. Bush observed.

In the immediate context, he called for pa-
tience and sought to reassure American peo-
ple that the noose is being tightened on the
Al-Qaeda, slowly but surely. One of the lessons
learnt from the Vietnam War was that a guer-
rilla war cannot be won through only conven-
tional forces. In the present War on Terrorism,
Mr. Bush argued that the U.S. and its allies
were using methods other than military force
such as cutting off financial flows to terror
outfits.

4 Taltban mocks at offer ¢
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" More protests

JAKARTA, OCT. 11. Thousands of
Muslim students and activists
took to the streets in eight Indo-
nesian cities on Thursday, the
fourth day of protest against U.S.-
led air strikes in Afghanistan.

About 800 protesters marched
through Jakarta’s main square to
the heavily guarded U.S. Embas-
sy, where police and demonstra-
tors clashed on previous days.
“U.S. equals United Satan,” said
one banner. The Embassy was
open on Thursday after being
closed for three days because of
security concerns.

More than 200 protesters also
rallied outside the British Embas-
sy. Police said they had arrested
six people for burning U.S. and
British flags. It is a crime under
Indonesian law to destroy foreign
flags. However, Jakarta police
spokesman Lt. Col. Anton Bahrul
Alam said there were no plans to
arrest Muslim activists who have
threatened to round up and expel
Westerners. The Government has
condemned the threats.

About 90 per cent of Indone-
sia’s 210 million people are Mus-
lim, making it the world’s most
populous Islamic nation. Howev-
er, the depth of anti-American
feeling is unclear. While there has
been some violence, most pro-
tests have been small and peace-
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in éndonesié

Members of an Indonesian Muslim group raise anti-U.S. slogans in
front of the American embassy in Jakarta on Thursday as they
protest the U.S.-led attacks in Afghanistan. — AFP

ful. In an analysis released on
Thursday, the Brussels-based In-
ternational Consultative Group
said radical Islam represents only
“‘a small minority of Indonesians
but it has the capacity to mobilise
people in the streets.”

The Indonesian Government,
wanting to win back Western for-
eign investment for its crisis-hit
economy, has said it supports the
U.S. war on terrorism. However, it

has also called on Washington to
show restraint in its military cam-
paign in Afghanistan. On Thurs-
day in Palu on the island of
Sulawesi, a crowd of more than
3,000 marched in front of a local
parliament building.

They burned U.S. flags and
chanted: “Go to hell America!”
About 500 people also protested
outside the Japanese Consulate in
Makassar also on Sulawesi, — AP
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ti-terrorism campaign

strains US-Israeli ties , ,,

W)
Barbara Slavin \A@

A\
Washington, October 11 \’X\ t \

THE CAMPAIGN against Osama
bin Laden is severely testing the
USA's relations with its closest
West Asian ally, Israel, which
many Muslims say is a root cause
of the September 11 attacks. How
Israel deals with its long-fester-
ing conflict with the Palestini-
ans, and how they respond, could
determine the fate not only of
peace prospects but the Arab
world’s fragile support for the
US-led anti-terrorism coalition. -

In the early stages of the con-
flict against Osama and his Af-
ghan protectors, Palestinian lea-
der Yasser Arafat is proving to be
a more agile diplomatic player
than Israel’'s Government, a role
reversal from the 1991 Guif War.

A decade ago, Arafat sided
with Iraqi leader Saddam Hus-
sein and encouraged Palestini-
ans to demonstrate against the
US. This time Arafat quickly pro-
claimed support to the anti-ter-
rorism coalition.,

On Monday, he went so far as
to send in Palestinian police to
quell a pro-Osama demonstra-
tion in Gaza and, for the first
time since a Palestinian uprising

began a year ago, the police shot -

two demonstrators.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon initially tried to justify
strikes against Palestinians by
equating them with Osama’s ter-
rorists. Under intense US pres-
sure, Sharon pulled back. But
last week, in response to contin-
ued Palestinian attacks, he gave
the go-ahead for Israeli forces to
enter Palestinian-ruled areas. On
Tuesday, Israeli bulldozers flat-
tened farmers’ fields in Gaza.

During the Gulf War, Israel
accepted the US pleas to stay on
the sidelines even when 39 Iraqi
Scud missiles rained down on the
Jewish State. Arab members of
the US coalition refused to par--
ticipate if Israel got involved.

GERMAN COUPLE
ATTACKED IN RIYADH

A MAN threw a Molotov cock-
tail at a German couple in Sau-
di Arabia on Tuesday in an
incident believed related to
heightened international ten-
sions following last month's
attacks on the US, diplomats
said on Thursday.

The couple escaped unhurt
but the episode has prompted
the German embassy to advise
Germans in the Kingdom to
tighten their personal security.

“A mau wearing Saudi na-
tional dress threw a bottle
with a burning liquid toward
the couple’s car as they drove
toward their compound. The
bottle hit the front of the car
and broke on the other side of
the street,” a diplomat said.

Reuters, Riyadh

Sharon, frustrated at being
asked to play a similar role in
this conflict, assailed the Bush
administration three days before
the Afghanistan attack. He acc-
used the administration of “app-
easing” Arab countries by not
targeting anti-Israel terrorist
groups, and compared the US pol-
icy to the British sellout of Cze-
choslovakia to the Nazis in 1938.

The White House called Sha-
ron’s comments “unacceptable”,
Sharon quickly apologised. But
the remark has left a bitter after-
taste, US officials say.

Moreover, the US did not block
Syria from joining the UN Secu-
rity Council on Monday even
though Syria is on a State
Department list of 7 nations that
sponsor terrorism, Last week,
President George Bush, who had
blamed Arafat for refusing to
halt the Palestinian uprising,
said for the first time that a
Palesﬁpian state was part of his

“vision” for West Asian peace.
$haron aides criticised the com-
ment as rewarding violence.

On September 21, Secretary of
State Colin Powell wrote to the
sponsors of a Senate bill that
would have punished Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority for failing
to follow through on its pledge to
forgo violence. The Bill “would
be counterproductive to our
coalition-building and peace
process efforts and we would like
to see it withdrawn,” Powell
wrote, The Bill was withdrawn.

The Bush administration’s
desire to build a broad coalition
against Osama keeps it from
ostracising Arafat who remains
the symbol of Palestinian nation-
alist movement.

The abrupt change in diplo-
matic favour has upset some
Israel supporters.

Malcolm Hoenlein, executive
vice-chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organisations, says Sha-
ron’s “appeasement” charge was
“perhaps an unfortunate choice
of words but was an expression
of cumulative frustration.”

Powell has spent hours on the
phone with Sharon and Arafat
but has not visited the region.
Instead, he is soon going to Pak-
istan and India, another set of
rivals whose long territorial dis-
pute not far from Afghanistan
could crack the US coalition.

Israel’s supporters insist that
there is no real link between the
attacks on the United States and
US support for Israel. Hoenlein
notes that enemy No. 1 for Osama -
and his followers are pro-West-
ern regimes throughout the Mus-
lim world, “The enemy is democ-
racy and blue jeans, not Israel,”
Hoenlein says.

But the Palestinian issue has
been a central Muslim cause for
more than 50 years, a fact bin
Laden highlighted in a video
broadcast on Sunday.

USA TODAY
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% —\’0 Chemi(;al Imbalance .\~

government is keeping a close watch on bio-terrorism after
rts suggested that some organised group may have been
responsibl for causing the death of a South Florida resident by
deliberately exposing him to anthrax — a bacterial disease that had been
eradicated in that country. The scare could not have come at a more in-
opportune time for the US, as it tries hard to instil a sense of security in a
society traumatised by the events of Terrible Tuesday. The scare in fact
confirms some of America’s worst fears. First, that policing cannot
guarantee that the US will not be the target of a devastating chemical
and biological attack that could potentially kill thousands of people.
Secondly, the unchecked proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs) has made it possible for America’s enemies — particularly
terrorists — to acquire the military capabilities of attacking it without
being detected. Indeed, today, the proliferation of WMDs, particularly
bio-chemical weapons, is the most pernicious ‘epidemic’ that potentially
threatens not just the US, but the entire planet. For global bio-chemical
weapons proliferation renders irrelevant the alleged rationale of
militaristic credos like ‘deterrence through mutually assured de@c-

tion’ on which the fate of the world hinges ever so precariously. W}

However, in the present circumstances, it is difficult to sympathise
wholly with the US, which is partly responsible for creating the situation
it finds itself in. The US has not only been the largest producer of WMDs
like bio-chemical weapons — such as the defoliant Agent Orange which
was extensively used in the Vietnam war — but has also abetted in their
proliferation. It has handed them out to its allies as rewards for securing
US interests and facilitating its ambitions around the world. Moreover,
by imposing economic sanctions and issuing diktats such as the CTBT —
which it itself ignores — the US has prevented other nations from
developing WMD:s. Predictably, this duplicitous policy has fomented
global instability by escalating the arms race. Opponents of such ‘nuclear
apartheid’, such as India, were pushed by the need to secure their
national interests into acquiring and producing their own atomic
deterrence. Those who could not afford to develop nuclear weapons
opted for the technologically easier and economically cheaper fix of
producing bio-chemical weapons; some sold them to other countries to
offset production costs. The unchecked proliferation of bio-chemical
weapons and the current threat of bio-terrorism trenchantly underscores
the increasingly urgent need to eliminate WMDs of all descriptions. But
this is easier said than done. Various biological and chemical weapons
conventions drawn up over the years, have either been sidelined by
political and economic imperatives or have become too porous to be
effective. Also because the future of bio-chemical weapons has come to
be inextricably linked to the nuclear weapons question: Bio-chemical
arms are looked upon as the ‘poor man’s nuclear weapon’. Given this,
not many nations around the world will be too keen on signing or
ratifying any prospective treaty which may disadvantage them.
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LONDON, Oct. 7. — Following
is a chronology of major devel-
opments around the world
between the attacks on 11
September and the start of US
strikes on Afghanistan today.

TUESDAY SEPT 11 - The
World Trade Center in New York
is destroyed when two hijacked
' planes crash into its towers.
Another plang hits the Pentagon
near Washington and a fourth
crashes in Pennsylvania.

- President George W Bush
pledges to “hunt down” those
responsible. |

- Stocks and US dollar plunge,
safe-haven bonds soar as most
U.S. markets and Wall Street
institutions close.

— U.S. airspace closed.

— Officials say people with pos-
sible links to Osama bin Laden
are the likely perpetrators.

WEDNESDAY SEPT 12

— Mr Bush says he will make
no distinction between the per-
petrators of the atrocities and
those who harbour them.

THURSDAY SEPT 13

~ The US secretary of state,
Gen Colin Powell confirms that
Bin Laden, believed to be in
Afghanistan, is a suspect.

— NATO and Russia issue rare

joint statement calling for
international efforts to combat
global terrorism.
-— Mr Yasser Arafat calls on
Arab states to declare readi-
ness to join coalition against
terrorism.

FRIDAY SEPT 14

~ Mr Bush visits World Trade
Center ruins, having declared a
national day of remembrance.
Europe observes day of mourn-

REUTERS

ing.

- Leader of ahban defends
Bin Laden against U. S accusa-
tions.

— US Senate approves $40 bil-
lion for counter-terrorism, res-
cue and recovery, authorises
force against perpetrators.

SA DAY SEPT 15

— Mr Bush says USA at war,
Bin Laden prime suspect.
MONDAY SEPT 17

— NYSE reopens after longest
shutdown since Great Dep-
ression.

TUESDAY SEPT 18

— Taliban closes Afghan air-
space, air defences on alert.

~ Examination of options
activity and trading in airline
shares indicates possible plans
to profit from the disaster.
WEDNESDAY SEPT 19

~ Last major restrictions on
US airspace lifted.

- American Airlines says cut-
ting at least 20,000 jobs.
THURSDAY SEPT 20

— Afghan clerics recommend
Osama leave the country, but
Washington demands he be
turned over.

— Arab League Secretary-
General Amr Moussa says
Arabs won't aid retaliation for

the attacks if Israel takes part.

FRIDAY SEPT 21

- Mohammad Zahir Shah,
exiled former Afghan king,
appeals for emergency assem-
bly to elect head of state, form
government.

SATURDAY SEPT 22
- Mr Bush lifts sanctions
imposed on Pakistan and India.
MONDAY SEPT 24

— Mr Bush says Bin Laden and
Al Qaida network’s assets
frozen, many other governments

ay and after

later announce similar actions.
~ Taliban defence minister
Mullah Obaidullah says he is
mobilising 300,000 more men.
- Bin Laden quoted on televi-
sion urging Pakistanis to fight
any assault on Afghanistan by
“crusader Americans”.

~— President Vladimir Putin

says Russia to step up arms
supplies to Afghan opposition.
TUESDAY SEPT 25

- Saudi Arabia severs diplo-
matic relations with Taliban,
leaving Pakistan the only state
to recognise them.

"~ The USA changes code name

of °Operation Infinite Justice”
military build-up to °Operation
Enduring Freedom” after objec-
tions from some Islamic scholars.
THURSDAY SEPT 27

~ Mullah Mohammad Omar
warns Afghans of perils of col-
laborating with the USA to win
power.

— Mr Bush announces $500
million in federal funding for
aviation security, Air Force
authorised to order commercial
planes shot down if they threat-
en US cities.

~ FBI releases names, pictures
of 19 suspected hijackers, for
first time linking some to Bin
Laden’s network.

FRIDAY SEPT 28

- British journalist Yvonne
Ridley arrested on suspicion of
spying near Afghan border
with Pakistan.

SUNDAY SEPT 30

- Taliban ambassador to
Pakistan says his movement is
hiding Osama for his own safety.
TUESDAY OCT 2

- NATO invokes mutual
defence clause after US pro-
duces “conclusive” evidence
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against Bin Laden.
- Bush administration reiter-
ates refusal to negotiate on sur-

rendering Bin Laden, after call

for talks by Taliban.
THURSDAY OCT 4
— Mr Tony Blair tells parlia-

ment firm evidence links Osama :
to at least three of the hijackers. '

— Washington’s Ronald Rea- |

gan National Airport reopens.

— Mr Bush says USA to pro-

vide $320 million in aid to alle-
viate refugee problems
Afghanistan.

in

— Taliban call ministers to spe- |
cial meeting in Kabul, threaten
punishment for anyone sup- :

porting ex-king’s return.
FRIDAY OCT 5
— Zaeef says Taliban to try Bin

Laden in Afghan court if-
United States provides solid .

evidence against him.

— US defence official says
1,000 US light infantry troops
en route to Uzbekistan.
SATURDAY OCT 6

— G7 finance ministers and f
central bank chiefs vow new
measures in drive to track down :

groups that fund terrorism.

— White House rejects Taliban

offer to free eight aid workers if
US halts threats
Afghanistan.

— Mullah Omar orders release
of Ridley.

SUNDAY oCcT 7

~ Taliban says moving extra

against

8,000 fighters to border and :
shoring up defences near Kabul. |

- Pakistan detains leader of a
pro-Taliban Islamic party.

~ Eyewitnesses see big flashes
in skies north of and near Kabul,

Mr Bush later tells nation that
US military has begun attacks
against Taliban, al Qaida.
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Allies for the Moment

But US not Blind to Pakistan’s Ploys

()10

ASHINGTON: The US

moves to enlist the help of
Pakistan in its proposed campaign
to capture Osama bin Laden and
replace the Taliban have caused un-
derstandable concerns in India.
While India wholeheartedly sup-
ports the US joining the war on ter-
rorism, there are worries whether
general Musharraf will not extract a
price from the US for his coopera-
tion by getting Pakistani terrorism
against India and the proxy war in
Kashmir exempted from the defini-
tion of terrorism. External affairs
and defence minister Jaswant
Singh’s visit to Washington and his
meetings with president George
Bush and his key advisors and offi-
cials should go some way in reassur-
ing the Indians. Significantly, secre-
tary of state Colin Powell’s remarks
included terrorism in Kashmir as
being part of global terrorism.

The US overtures to Pakistan
have to be viewed in perspective.
While Mr Rumsfeld is visiting
Egypt, Oman, Uzbekistan and Sau-
di Arabia, Pakistan is not on his
itinerary. British prime minister
Tony Blair has visited Pakistan as
well as India. This is in keeping with
his call for a global war on terror-
ism. All the media reports in the US
indicate that US-Pakistani cooper-
ation in dealing with Taliban and
Osama bin Laden is not very in-
tense. A major article in the Wash-
ington Post of October 3, 2001 un-
der the byline of Bob Woodward,
refers to how the Clinton adminis-
tration’s efforts to capture bin
Laden through a commando raid
from Pakistani soil approved by
Nawaz Sharif and then ISI chief
general Ziauddin was aborted by
the military coup of general Aziz
which led to the takeover by gener-
al Musharraf in 1999. An op-ed arti-
cle by Jim Hoagland dwells on the
unreliability of Pakistan as an ally.
Anti-US  demonstrations  in
Pakistan have received wide cover-
age in the US electronic media.
So also the US emissary’s discus-
sions with ex-king Zahir Shah and
the Northern Alliance.

The Americans are sensitive to
the Pakistani ISI and armed forces
being penetrated by Taliban and
.pro-bin Laden elements. In his in-
rerview with CNN on September
30, general Musharraf did not show
. any signs of compromise on the Tal-
iban or bin Laden. While he admit-
ted that the Taliban and bin Laden
would not yield and, therefore, a
US military action was inevitable,

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

he gave no indication of any sup-
port to US war objectives. His earli-
er speech in which he made it clear
that he was yielding to the US de-
mand to join the coalition only in
the same spirit in which the Holy
Prophet made tactical compromis-
es with his enemies to bide his time
to vanquish them later has not
passed unnoticed. Therefore, even
while US officials will continue to
maintain in public that US-Pakistan
intelligence cooperation is going on
well, the US will be very careful in
accepting at face value any intelli-
gence offered by the Pakistani ISI
without independent verification.
General Musharraf has also
made it clear that Pakistani land fa-
cilities are not likely to be available
except as a last resort. The Pakistani
ruler is attempting to run with the

@ Sections of the US media feel
Pakistan is not a reliabie ally

® The US will not accept at face
value any intelligence offered
by Pakistan

® (Cooperation with Pakistan
makes tactical sense for the
US at present

® Ultimately, Pakistan will have to
rein in fundamentalists

hare and hunt with the hound. Pak-
istan has opposed US support to
the Northern Alliance or negotiat-
ing with ex-king Zahir Shah. Given
these factors, India must be careful
in assessing the nature of US-
Pakistan cooperation and its likely
long-term consequences.

The US strategy to attempt to
cultivate Pakistan in the war against
the Taliban makes eminent tactical
and strategic sense. Pakistan is geo-
graphically adjacent to Afghanistan
and, therefore, is in a position to
provide facilities to launch a mili-
tary operation against Afghanistan.
Second, by compelling Pakistan to
cooperate at least publicly with the
US-led coalition, a wedge is created
between the Taliban and the non-
jehadi public in Pakistan. Pakistan’s
reluctant cooperation with the US
opens a new front against the Tal-
iban which has to divide its forces
and attention between the military
effort from the north and south.
Pakistan has been compelled to
close its border and stop the flow of
further supplies, including fuel, to
the Taliban. This is bound to hurt
the Taliban in terms of its capability

w0 WE)

tq resist military operations from
the north. While Saudi Arabia and
the UAE have cut off diplomatic
links with the Taliban, Pakistan has
not, exposing its close ties with the
Kabul regime.

The US has extracted permission
from Pakistan to overfly its airspace
for conducting operations against
the Taliban. Therefore, Pakistan is a
crucial factor in America’s strategy
against the Taliban. That does not
necessarily mean that the US will
rely on Pakistan for its commando
operations. Pakistan finds itself in
an unenviable position. The more
the US asserts that its intelligence
cooperation with the ISI is pro-
ceeding well, the greater will be the
tension between the Taliban and
the ISL. If the ISI double-crosses the
US, the latter will take that into ac-
count when dealing with Pakistan
after the operation is over.

A non-Taliban regime in Kabul
will be a setback for Pakistan and a
major demoralising factor for the
jehadi groups in that country. When
the campaign is over, and Osama
bin Laden and the Taliban are elim-
inated, the jehadi groups will have
to reconcile themselves to general
Musharraf’s cooperation with the
US in the outcome of this cam-
paign. General Musharraf will have
to make up his mind at that stage to
crack down on the jehadi forces. Si-
multaneously, he will have to tackle
the madrassas as well. General
Musharraf cannot claim any gains
out of his cooperation with US —
however nominal they may have
been — without facing the jehadis.

Those Americans who are sym-
pathetic to Pakistan usually cite
Pakistan’s cooperation with the US
during the cold war, particularly
during the Afghan war, to certify Is-
lamabad’s loyalty as an ally. Of late,
the media in the US is coming out
with stories of what happened dur-
ing the ‘80s and how those develop-
ments, narcotics, jehadism and the
creation of an international net-
work of money-laundering and
crime have led to the present situa-
tion when homeland United States
is being targeted. There is also an
awareness that this war is one be-
tween multiculturalism and unicul-
tural sectarianism all over the
globe. That is also the core issue in
Kashmir’s proxy war. There is no
way Pakistan will notch up any
gains from this war unless it joins
the global mainstream value of
multiculturalism — in other
words, secularism.

{HE TIMES OF INDIE.
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o Blair in W. Asia to woo leaders

l

" ATTACKS ON AFGHANISTAN / MUSLIM WORLD’'S SUPPORT WANING

By Hasan Suroor \X|V

LONDON, OCT. 10. The British Primé
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, had his
work cut out as he embarked on a
diplomatic mission to West Asia
today to shore up the Muslim
world’s waning support for the
U.S.-led military action in Af-
ghanistan.

The visit, shrouded in secrecy
for security reasons, was seen
here as perhaps his most difficuit
yet, with the Governments in the
region facing growing public hos-
tility to the strikes on a Muslim
country.

Mr. Blair’s visit coincided with
an emergency meeting of the For-
eign Ministers of the Organisation
of Islamic Conference in Qatar
amid increasing concern in Is-
lamic countries over the precise
aims of the Western alliance after
the U.S. indicated that it could ex-
tend the action to “‘other organi-
sations and other states”,
regarded as a coded reference to
Iraq. Mr. Blair fuelled speculation
when in an interview with Abu
Dhabi Television in Geneva,
where he stopped over to meet
the UAE President, Sheikh Zayed,
he did not rule out action against
states suspected of sheltering ter-
rorists.

As calls for Britain to clarify its
position ahead of Mr. Blair’s talks
with Arab leaders grew, his aides
this morning released an official
document in Oman stressing that
the immediate priority was to
hunt down Osama bin Laden and
eliminate his terrorist network in
Afghanistan. No action against
any other country was contem-

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, reviews a guard of

honour at Muscat airport in Oman on Wednesday, where he was
greeted by the country’s Special Representative for Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Omar Zawawi. — AFP

plated right now, and if such a sit-
uation arose a decision would be
taken after discussion with allies.

Officials were quoted as saying
that Britain would insist that any
action be compatible with inter-
national law. It was also stressed
that as of now, there was no proof
that Iraq wa} sheltering terrorists.

On Sky TV, its correspondent ac-
companying the Prime Minister
said the impression he got was
that while further action beyond
Afghanistan was not ruled out, it
was “‘way down” the road.

A strong anti-Western senti-
ment greeted Mr. Blair as the
media across the Arab world at-

10

tacked the U.S. for its support to
Israel. Even in the “friendly” Sau-
di Arabia, there was denunciation
of what the Arab News called the
‘“violent retribution” unleashed
by the U.S.-led forces in Afghan-

istan. Observers said confront-
ed with a menacing public mood,
few Governments in the region
could afford to be seen publicly
endorsing the Western alliance.
“Messrs Bush and Blair may tell
the world they are going to win
the war against terrorism but in
the Middle East, where Osama
bin Laden is acquiring almost
mythic status among Arabs, they
have already lost,” according:to
the West Asia expert, Mr. Robert
Fisk. From Lebanon and Saudi
Arabia to Jordan and Egypt, the
“Anglo-American bombard-
ment”’ of Afghanistan was seen as
unjust and anti-Islamic.

At home, liberal opinion insist-
ed that Mr. Blair distance himself
from any move to extend the war
beyond the Afghan borders. He
was criticised for making “ambig-
uous” remarks suggesting that

‘military action against Iraq was

not ruled out.

‘‘Mr. Blair-must be explicit, and
he must speak for Britain’s inter-
ests which are to help build a
long-term international coalition
against terrorism. An attack on
Iraq is a line which must not be
crossed in current circumstanc-
es,”’ The Guardian warned in an
editorial. The Liberal Democrats
demanded that the Prime Minis-
ter clarify his position more con-

vincingly. /
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There will be nd 0cus

i THE Americans are gingerly testing the waters to gauge
the support or lack of it that there may be for a strike at
Iraq, on the pretext that it is a state that is sponsoring
terrorism. It would seem that the effort is to make up for lack
of any spectacular results from the massive bombardment of
Afghan cities in the wake of the terrorist attack on New York
and Washington. They may be driven to it for two main
reasons. One, they are discovering that it is by no means easy
to get Osama and his father-in-law Mullah Omar, the Taliban
leader, although we are told that they nearly got-Omar who
left his house in Kandahar barely fifteen minutes before it
was destroyed in an attack. It is not known whether it was
entirely fortuitous. One is driven to the conclusion that the
Americans want quick results to satisfy domestic pressures
and they do not seem to be getting them. A diversion in the
shape of an attack on Iraq would be a particularly ill-advised
move, The sanctions and no-fly zones have been in place over
Iraq for more than a decade, several inspection teams on the
ground have combed the land and failed to come up with any
| credible evidence of weapons of mass destruction for some
time, be they equipment or chemical or biological weapons.
When Iraq lost patience and drove out the last inspection
team on grounds of bias, not a charge effectively rebutted, no
steps have been taken since either to introduce inspectors
again or to lift the sanctions. France and Russia have for
some time been prominent in opposing continuance of the
sanctions and if attacks from the air are resumed George
Bush’s uneasy coalition over Afghanistan would collapse in a
heap. Iraq is not a state sponsoring Islamic terrorism, it is
modern state, has lots of friends all over the globe and
antipathy over the invasion of Kuwait is a distant memory;
all that remains is America’s personal enmity for Saddam
-| Hussein, not a credible basis for further air strikes.
Indonesia and Egypt, will join France, Russia and India,
among others in criticising any such rash and desperate
move, [ran may remain quiet for the sake of old animosities
and Pakistan would breathe more easily if this means the
pressure is a little less over Afghanistan. But that is all. Colin
Powell is coming here for other reasons but if he raises the
. prospe¢t of dealing with Iraq at the same time he will have an
| impossible task to’plead for time to deal with known terrorist
. camps in Pakistan. Musharraf is already nervous over an
anti-Taliban regime taking chagﬁe in Afghanistan; to urge
that Taliban and the Northern Alliance should combine in a
' new government in Kabul to please Musharraf will do two
i things, it will antagonise Russia and displease India. Besides
| the proposal has as much merib as a coalition government in
| Srinagar with Jana Krishnamurthy and the Imam of Jama
{‘ Masjid. The Americans show little sign of being prepared to
| recognise reality on the ground, they still advocate solutions
| which have the only merit of satisfying their needs; foreign or
| domestic. We keep stressing this because it needs to be
| stressed, Terrorism is indeed a world-wide phenomenon;
i there will be very considerable support for an attack on it
wherever it rears its head. Conversely if it is perceived that
the whole idea is to sub-serve American interests and as soon [
as New York and Washington have been avenged, it will all
go back to square one; freedom fighters in Kashmir despite
evidence to the contrary, for instapce,then the world will
indeed become a much more dgngerous place than it is

'AFGHANIST IRAQ?
‘{*\%pon for ;%ngé%)%Q

already. Why? Because the world’s impatience with hypocrisy
will take greater hold. r
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'MILITARY RESPONSE

' Co. Gl . e :
Only Limited Sucées%[ukely In Afghanistan

HE first war of the 21st

century began the day the

twin towers of the World
Trade Center in New York and
the Pentagon building in
Washington, DC were terror-
bombed by a virulent Islamist
fundamentalist network that
now girdles the globe. Presi-
dent George W Bush has dec-
lared war on terrorism and
warned his countrymen, allies
and friends that operation
“Enduring Freedom” will be a
long drawn affair. In
this “conflict without
battlefields and beach-
heads” while the real
war will be against the
vast global terror net-
work of Osama bin
Laden’s Al Qaeda and its
many associate terrorist
organisations and will
undoubtedly  require
time, patience and pain-
staking effort to succeed,
the United States ad-
ministration will feel
compelled to show some
early results to assuage
the wave of anger and
bitterness still sweeping
across America. To this

By GURMEET KANWAL

While the US and its allies
will take care to avoid causing
civilian casualties, consider-
able collateral damage may be
expected to occur. The Afghans
fleeing from their homes will
run into the countless land-
mines that have been care-
lessly strewn over the country-
side over two decades of bitter
fighting. Depending on the
ferocity of the air strikes, a

are likely to be used as launch
pads for special forces opera-
tions. The USS Kitty Hawk, an
aircraft carrier, is reported to
have been modified to carry
assault helicopters before being
despatched to the scene of
action from its Japanese base
at Yokosuka. The aim can only
be to reduce dependence on
Pakistani airbases for launch-
ing heliborne operations in the
Kandahar area.

While a large-scale ground in-
vasion by the US and its '

end, the US and allied
forces’ military juggernaut is
rolling forward and the Taliban
militia in Afghanistan will bear
the brunt of its massive
firepower.

POTENTIAL

The initial US military objec-
tives will be two-fold. First, to
destroy the Taliban’s war
waging potential so that a more
representative and moderate
regime can be eventually ins-
talled in Kabul. Secondly, to
destroy bin Laden’s known
training camps and hideouts
and bring him to justice. The

i Taliban’s military arsenal com-

prises combat aircraft (10 to 15
SU-22 fighter bombers, five to
10 MiG-21 fighters, about 40
transport aircraft and 10 cargo
helicopters), 20 to 30 Scud
surface-to-surface missiles, 500
tanks, assorted artillery pieces
including rocket launchers and
air defence weapons such as

i the ZU-23 twin barrel portable

gun and Frog short-range
surface-to-air missiles.

These and the airstrips at
Kabul, Kandahar and Bagram
will be the primary targets for
stand off weapons like air-to-
surface missiles and even Tom-
ahawk cruise missiles on the
first few days after air strikes
are launched. The shoulder
fired Stinger surface-to-air
missiles approximately 80 of
which are still held by the Tali-
ban, will impose considerable
caution on US pilots. These
missiles were given by the CIA
to Pakistan’s ISI during the
Soviet occupation of Afghanis-
tan in the 1980s and were pas-
sed on by the ISI to the Taliban
as well as the militant outfits
that it sponsors in Kashmir.

The secondary target list will
include previously identified
headquarters and communi-

; cations centres, known fuel

dumps, arms and ammunition
stores and related military as-
sets, especially those in the old
Afghan military bases. Most of
these will be hit on subsequent
days after the Taliban’s air def-
ence resources have been credi-
bly destroyed. For these strikes
the US will employ fighter
ground-attack aircraft like the
Warthog that will not only
come screaming in to launch
close range rocket attacks but
also take pictures of the devas-
tation that they cause so that
people back home get to see
that America is getting even.

The author is a former Senior
Fellow at the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delhi.

humanitarian disaster of huge
proportions may be expected to
unfold.

The initial air strikes will be
multi-directional and will be
launched from different types
of weapons platforms. The
three aircraft carrier battle
groups (USS Enterprise, Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Carl Vin-
son), deployed in the Persian
Gulf and northern Arabian
Sea, will employ F-18 Hornet
fighter ground attack aircraft
for ground strikes and F-14
Tomecats for air defence escorts.
Early warning and control will
be provided by E-2C Hawkeye
AWACS aircraft. Besides nuc-
lear-powered aircraft carriers,
the battle groups comprise
cruisers, destroyers, frigates,
attack submarines and support
ships.

British aircraft carrier HMS
Ilustrious and its sister ships
are also likely to pitch in for the
strikes with Sea Harrier jump
jets. Most of these aircraft will
have to overfly Pakistani airs-
pace, as Iran is not willing to
extend military cooperation to
the US and allied forces. Tom-
ahawk cruise missiles will ag-
ain be used though not in very
large numbers. Each Toma-
hawk costs about $1 million.

TARGETS
US B-52 bombers from Diego
Garcia, F-15 and F-16 fighter-
bombers and British Tornados
from air bases in Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait and
Qatar are likely to be utilised
for delivering heavier payloads
against larger targets such as
air strips. If Saudi Arabia
continues to deny the use of its
air bases, long-range B-2 bom-
bers from bases as far away as
Turkey and Germany may also
be employed to launch ground
strikes, especially against tar-
gets in northern Afghanistan.
In some cases, air-ro-air refuel-
ling may be necessary. Air-
bases have also been offered by

Uzbekistan (near Tashkent

and a Termez) and the Dush-
anbe military airbase of Taji-
kistan may also be made
available.

Contrary to popular percep-
tions, the US is unlikely to risk
using the Peshawar airfield in
Pakistan for launching either
air strikes or commando raids,
as the area comprises mainly
the Pushtun tribe that is
known for its hostility and may
be armed with Stinger SAMs.
However, the Quetta, Sargodha
and Bahawalpur airbases and
other Pakistani airbases in
central and western Pakistan

allies can be ruled out, a
number of surgical
strikes will be launched
by special forces to raid
Osami bin Laden’s hide-
outs and those of hi

associates. The US spe?%
cial forces commandos
like the Delta Force and
the Rangers and the
British SAS will be |
dropped by air or in-
serted by helicopters
close to the suspected
hideouts. Most such
operations will be of
short duration (24 to 72
hours) and helicopters !
will again be employed
to extricate the comman-
dos. However, in all cases com-
mando operations will be |
launched only after gaining |
accurate intelligence. In a few \
cases, long duration operations
may be planned in which the |
commandos will be expected to |
melt into the countryside, live
off the land, gain intelligence, |
build a network of sources, buy !’
out the local warlords and pre- |
pare the ground for subsequent |
surgical strikes. ‘

i

DAUNTING |

Looking for Osama bin Laden
and his unholy warriors in the |
numerous folds, ravines, val- |
leys and caves of the rugged :
mountainous terrain of the |
Hindu Kush will prove to be a |
daunting venture. The winter |
that will arrive in early Octo- |
ber will make the task even |
more hazardous and make the |
logistics effort considerably 1
more complex. Eventually, the |
US and its allies may be left
with no option but to establish }
a forward airhead as a launch |
pad for heliborne special forces !
operations. The Bagram air |
base north of Kabul would be
ideal for the purpose. ‘
As the Soviet Spetznas had
discovered in the 1980s, special
forces operations against the |
hardy Afghans in the terrain |
that they know so well will not .
be a piece of cake. Approxi- |
mately 10 million landmines |
have been indiscriminately laid ‘&
all over the Afghan countryside |
over the last three decades. The ‘\
movement of special forces will |
be severely restricted as it will |
be limited to tracks which can |
be kept under surveillance by |
the Taliban militiamen and bin |
Laden’s terrorists from vantage |
points of their choosing. Cross-
country forays will result in
heavy landmine casualties.
Euphemistically called “colla-
teral damage”, the unavoidable
spillover of the air strikes into
civilian areas will hurt the
weakest sections of society the
most. Thousands of refugees
can be expected to begin strea-
ming into the neighbouring
countries. Even as the US and
its allies pound selected targets
repeatedly, their aircraft will
be simultaneously engaged in
air dropping food packets and |
other humanitarian aid to the
hapless people. Osama bin !
Laden. could not have posed a i
more complex and daunting |
challenge to the international |
community — except if he had |
used nuclear, chemical or !
biological weapons. He and his' |

cohorts must be stopp on).-
doing so in future. /A}




Blackhawk after
" Tomahawks

Washington, Oct. 10 (Reuters):
Signs of escalation in America’s
new war emerged today as the
military prepared to usge troop-
carrying and attack helicopters
to hunt down Osama bin Laden.

The stage was also set for
“keyhole” satellites and recon-
naissance aircraft to pursue bin
Laden with the US declaring aer-
ial supremacy over Afghanistan
and President George W. Bush
saying “no corner of the world
will be dark enough” to hide the
world’s most wanted man.

The planning for the double-
barrelled hunt emerged as US
warplanes pounded Afghanistan
for the fourth night in a row.

In Kabul, warplanes screamed
across the night sky, bombs expl-
oded in the heart of the city and
the pounding of anti-aircraft guns
rocked the capital in the heaviest
bombardment since the strikes
began.

Authorities in Kabul swiftly
cut electricity, plunging the city
into darkness. Huge blasts were
heard in the north of the city, near
the airport, and also to the east
and south. At least two bombs
later fell at or near the airport in
the north of the shattered capital.

The Afghan Islamic Press said
in Islamabad the strikes, which
were launched through Tomaha-
wk missiles, have killed 76 people
since Sunday US officials said\

US AXE HOVERS OVER JAISH

bility of chopper missions but
said low-flying strikes were not
imminent while American attack
jets continued round-the-clock
“seek-and-destroy” missions.
Officials said UH-60 Blackha-
wk and other helicopters, includ-

ing those designed for elite Spec-

ial Operations troops, could be us-
ed with possible protection from
AH-64 Apache attack helicopters.

The rocket and missile-pack- .
ing Apaches could be vulnerable

to fire from Taliban military
forces and guerrillas aligned with
bin Laden. Those forces are be-
lieved to still have shoulder-fired
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, pre-
viously supplied by the US to
Afghan forces which used them
against Soviet helicopters.

The New York Times said the
helicopter strikes would be car-
ried out from bases near —but not
in— Afghanistan.

Defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld told reporters on Tues-
day that US and British cruise
missile and bombing strikes on
Afghanistan had effectively de-
stroyed Taliban air defence. Anti-
aircraft guns continued to blaze in
Kabul, but US officials said the
bombers are flying out of range.

“Fixed-wing aircraft are con-
tinuing to look for targets of op-
portunity. If it moves, we will hit
it,” a defence official said today.

But officials refused to con-
firm or deny a report that the
United States was also planning to

FROMK.P.NAYAR

Washington, Oct. 10: As the second television war in a decade un-
folds in drawing rooms, bars, salons and public places the world
over, the bizarre unreality of the conflict is being brought home in

New Delhi and Islamabad.

There is growing expectation here that the Bush administration
will act against Jaish-e-Mohammed , which claimed responsibility
for the recent suicide bomb attack on the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, either before secretary of state Colin Powell travels to

India or while he is in New Delhi.

There are two options before the administration: it can include
Jaish in the state department’s list of foreign terrorist organisa-
tions (FTOs) or its assets canbefrozen

)E: THE WAR AS ITUNFOLDS IN AFGHANISTAN n

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 >

use army troops to occupy air
bases in Afghanistan for opera-
tions against guerrillas.

The array of equipment at
America’s disposal for the hi-tech
manhunt from the skies sounds as
though it comes from a James
Bond novel: planes that stay in the
airfor days, sensors that can track
humans in caves, and satellites
that take pictures from space:

Both America and -Britain
have an impressive choice - of
surveillance technology that can
give a detailed picture of the hos-
tile Afghan terrain.

Aerial reconnaissance is ex-
pected to guide Special Forces
that, according to unconfirmed
US media reports, entered
Afghanistan soon after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on America.
Special Forces have access to sur-
veillance equipment that can
guide in air raids with pinpoint
accuracy, the analysts said.

The US has “keyhole” satel-
lites that can take pictures from
space of astonishing clarity and,
because they carry their own fuel,
can be manoeuvred into the best

-orbit to look at Afghanistan.

Flight alarm

Escorted by US fighter jets, a
Delta Airlines flight from Atlanta
to Los Angeles was diverted to
Louisiana late tonight after the
pilot reported a disturbance in
cabin,

B See Pages 4-8
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Anthrax scare sprea from

FROMK.P.NAYAR

Washington, Oct. 9: As the US
continued to pound Afghanistan
with missiles for the third day,
fear spread from coast to coast in
America with the discovery that
at least 1,000 persons could have
_ been exposed to potentially deadly
anthrax bacteria in Florida.

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) has taken over the in-
quiry after a colleague of a man
who died from anthrax infection
last week tested positive for the
dangerous bacteria yesterday.

Anthrax infects.the chest, re-
sulting in haemorrhage and build-
up of fluid in the lungs, leading to
brain or lung damage and certain
death. Its symptoms take two days
to eight weeks to show and usually
start with fever, cough and chest
pain as in the case of flu. Anthrax
is not contagious.

Officials here are not yet con-
clusively attributing the detection
of anthrax bacteria in a newspa-
per office in Boca Raton, Florida,
to criminal or terrorist activity.

John Ashcroft, US attorney-
general, told reporters that “we do
not have enough information to
know whether this could be relat-
ed to terrorism or not. Very
frankly, we are unable to make a
conclusive statement about the
nature of this as either an attack

“ or an occurrence.”

Ashcroft’s statement was
clearly intended to prevent fear in
America from turning into panic,
but there was clear evidence that
the admigpistration was taking no
chances. It sealed the offices of the
company, American Media Inc,
which brings out several sleazy,

but popular tabloids such as the

Globe, The National Enquirer and
the Sun, which have been publish-
ing,-as usual, wild, unsubstantiat-
ed and defamatory stories on
Osama bin Laden in recent weeks.
As if in a bio-terrorist attack,
the building was swarming with
investigators in protective gear,
gas masks and moon suits of the
- kind worn by astronauts.
' Parked in the vicinity of the
building were buses with blacked

out windows, red and blue lights

with antennae sticking out from
their roofs and high-tech equip-
ment inside.

Public health officials in Flori-
da are rounding up anyone who
worked in the building or visited
the office after August 1 for tests
with nasal swabs and precaution-
ary antibiotics treatment. David
Pecker, chief executive of Ameri-

Fighter

~jetsin

J flight of
safety

Chicago, Oct. 9 (Reuters): Mili-
tary jets scrambled today to escort
a commercial jetliner to a safe
landing after passengers helped
the crew subdue a mentally ill
man who forced his way into the
cockpit, authorities said.

Sonic booms set off by the two
speeding military jets above
Chicago’s northern suburbs rat-
tled nerves, though the incident
aboard the American Airlines jet
bound for Chicago from Los Ange-
les was not linked in any way to
the September 11 hijacked-plane
attacks on New York and Wash-
ington. .

The FBI said that Edward
Coburn, a 31-year-old resident of
Fresno, California, with a history
of mental illness, was subdued by
a co-pilot and another crew mem-
ber with the help of several pas-

sengers who had raced forward

after him.

Coburn was to be charged
today with obstructing a flight
crew. He was traveling with his
elderly father, who had alerted
crew members before the incident
that his son was acting strangely
and could pose a problem, FBI
spokesman Ross Rice said.

Witnesses on Flight 1238,
which was carrying 153 passen-
gers and nine crew members, said
the man bolted toward the cockpit
from the center of the plane and
several male passengers chased
him. They said the plane pitched
violently left and right before the
man was subdued. '

“1 saw the cockpit door open
and the plane went to both sides.
Then it levelled off and dropped a
little bit. “The pilot cameon ... and
said he was requesting an emer-
gency landing and someone had
stormed the cockpit and he had
been apprehended and they were
in control,” passenger Perry Rice
said. Two military jets appeared
alongside the Boeing 767’s wings
within minutes, witnesses said,
and FBI agents met the plane after
it landed. The airline said no one
aboard was hurt.

US President George W. Bush
has authorised two generals to
give the order to shoot down a
commercial " airliner if it is
deemed necessary in the wake of
the deadly plane attacks on the
World Trade Center and the
Pentagon.

f

IS THERE AN
ANTHRAX
VACCINE?

‘Yes, but it is available
only to the military

) ARE THERE OTHER
TREATMENTS?

Penicillin has long been used. Another
antibiotic, ciprofioxacin hydrochloride,

is also prescribed

can Media, said the number of
such people could be over 1,000.

Investigations so far have de-
tected the presence of anthrax on
the computer keyboard of Robert
Stevens, 63, photo editor of the
Sun, who died last weak:

Two of his colleagues have so
far been found with the bacteria,
although they have not been in-
fected. This is in addition to the
one who has tested positive.

Fears of a bio-terrorist attack
have been fuelled because some of
the men involved in the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks lived with-
in miles of the American Media’s
office. They had also taken flight
lessons and tried to purchase
a crop-dusting plane in the vicini-
ty. The company’s employee who
has been tested positive, Ernesto
Blanco, a 73-year- old mail super-
visor, has been hospitalised with
flu symptoms. His location is

being kept secret.

Suspicions have also been fu-

elled by a student intern in the
company, said to be of Arab de-
scent, who sent a letter to the staff
at the end of his internship saying
he had left something for people to

~ remember him.

The authorities were also
checking the building’s ventila-

- tion system for any presence of

the bacteria. All those who have
been tested have been supplied
with Ciprofloxacin antibiotics for
15 days to be continued, if needed,
for another 45 days.

In Virginia, near here, one
man who had visited the Florida
office was also being tested for an-
thrax after he complained of flu
symptoms. US health and human
services secretary Tommy
Thompson said there was no evi-
dence of biological attack using
anthrax, adds Reuters.

WHY IS ANTHRAX
ASSOCIATED WITH
BIOTERRORISM?

The US made anthrax spores
into weapons in the fifties and
sixties. Scientists prodded the
bacteria to release all water
molecules from its cell,

transforming it into a hard, tiny -

bead that withstands a wide
range of temperature and
weather conditions. in that
form, anthrax can be sprayed

Source: LAT-WP  Graphic: RAJ

But President George Bush’s
brother and Florida Governor Jeb
Bush said: “This is the new reali-
ty. We’ve talked about these bio-
logical and chemical agents being
part of some terrorist arsenal and
whether it is in this case or not, we
have to be prepared for it. It needs
to be a much higher priority than
it has been in the past.”

White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer “it remains a situation
of concern” but cautioned against
jumping to conclusions.

“The federal government will
continue to vigorously pursue any
possibleleads to make certain that

all health considerations are fully :

addressed to.the satisfaction of
anybody who has concerns. It’s
important that that would be the
posture. At the same time I want
to note that it’s not unusual at a
time like this for false alarms to go
off,” Fleischer said.

Rapid bﬁt nOt ready

Media Inc. In Florida (Re

Within hours of learning on Sunday night that a second individual
had been infected with anthrax bacteria, federal officials dipped into
their pharmaceutical stockpile and flew 100 cases of antibiotics to
Florida. The overnight shipment, orchestrated by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, was part of a swift and far-reaching re-
sponse to a disease outbreak that has sbme people on edge over the

prospect of bioterrorism.

But Bush administration officials say the response, rather than be
cause for alarm, should reassure the public that authorities can han-
dle any medical crisis, including a biological or chemical attack.

Medical experts praised the CDC’s speedy response. But they said
it would be a mistake to conclude that the US is ready for a severe flu
epidemic, let alone a biological attack. Budget cuts in the medical in-
dustry, a lack of training, poor communications systems and disbe-
lief that bioterrorism could strike in the US has produced a “frag-
mented’ system for detecting and responding to a biological assault.

“We are underprepared,” said Ken Alibek, a former Soviet scien-
tist and president of Advanced Biosystems, a company that is devel-
oping new anthrax treatments. “Most doetors and nurses have never

seen such cases. They have no idea how to diagnose these infections.
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fear-centre kFlorida

Sun eclipsed by
killer bacteria

FROM SUSAN SCHMIDT

Washington, Oct. 9: American
Media Inc — the company that
‘publishes the Globe, the Sun and
many of the nation’s other super-
market tabloids from offices in
Lantana, Florida — has been
tougher than most of the nation’s
media on suspected terrorist
Osama bin Laden.

‘Bin Laden the Butcher’ was

one of the headlines in this week’s
issue of the Globe, over a story
that asserted that bin Laden is ad-

“dicted to opium and is “a shameful
hypocrite, condoning gang-rape,
drinking and carousing by his
military captains”.

The October 2 fssue of the
Globe was more incendiary. In a
story headlined ‘The Face of Evil’,
aformer CIA agent was quoted as

_saying bin Laden’s rage toward
Americans is rooted in being
ridiculed by an American woman
years ago for having underdevel-
oped sexual organs.

On Friday, extremely rare in-
haled anthrax poisoning took the
life of Bob Stevens, 63, photo edi-
tor of the Sun, whose offices are in
the same building as the Globe’s.
Yesterday Florida health officials
announced that a second Sun em-
ployee was contaminated with the-
anthrax bacteria and is being
treated. Traces of the bacteria
have been found on a company
keyboard.

The National Enquirer, the Na-
tional Examiner, the Star and the
Weekly World News, all American
Media publications, are located in
the same building as the Globe
and the Sun. Together, the publi-
cations claim some 25 million
readers. . "

The National Enquirer has
been as aggressive as the Globe in
covering bin Laden. Its current
issue contains an interview witha
man named “Naseer” who said he
fled & bin Laden terrorist training
camp this summer. Naseer told
the tabloid that commanders
talked about a coming “blood-
bath” in the US, and experiment-
ed with biological and chemical
substances.

A policewoman strings crime
scene tape around the perimetre
of American Media Inc. (Reuters)

" He said he left the camp after a
friend who stole food from the
commanders’ compound bled to
death after his hand was chopped
off as punishment. “I was told to
hate America,” said Naseer. A
previous issue of the National En-
quirer contained a schematic
drawing of bin Laden’s mountain

bunker.

American Media Chairman
Davidé Pecker said yesterday he
doesn’t think terrorists singled
out his conipany because of its
coverage of bin Lad¢n. “Our in-
vestigating is' nothing: different
than the mainstream,” Pecker
said. Some 300 employees of the
tabloids were treated with antibi-#
otics to stave off any further out- *
break of the anthrax disease. Edi-
tors and reporters were sent to
other American Media offices in
Florida to meet their deadlines for
this week.

Ironically, the Sun is the most
innocuous of the tabloids, not
even touching in this week’s issue
on the US campaign against bin
Laden. Instead, it features the tale
of a woman who lost 148 pounds
with the help of “diet prayer,” and
“Bible Predictions for a New
America.”

LOS ANGELES TIMES-
WASHINGTON POST NEWS SERVICE

i

A bulldozer clears the rubble df the UN-funded demining agency in Kabul. (Reuters)

Missile cruises into
UN office, kills four

Kabul, Oct. 9 (Reuters). Hun-
dreds of mourners gathered on a
dusty Kabul hillside this evening
for the funeral of four Afghan
guards from a UN-funded demi-
ning group killed by a pre-dawn
US bomb strike.

The victims, all staff with
Afghan Technical Consultancy
(ATC), which runs demining oper-
ations in one of the world’s most
heavily mined countries, were
buried side by side in a cemetery
crammed with the graves of thou-
sands of Afghans killed in 23 years
of war. “They were good friends
with each other and now they are
buried next to each otheras well,”
said a family member.

The ATC office was destroyed
by a bomb dropped at 4.50 am by
the last US plane on a pre-dawn
sortie. “We were asleep and it was

_early morning when the building

was hit. Four of my colleagues
have been killed and I have a head
wound,” Mujaoor, another ATC
security guard, said.

Three others were also wound-
ed. The UN issued an appeal to
protect civilians.

“People need to distinguish be-
tween combatants and those inno-
cent civilians who do not bear
arms,” UN Afghanistan coordina-
tor Mike Sackett said in a state-
ment. Local residents initially be-
lieved a missile hit the building,
but Fazel Karim Fazel, director of
the Oxfam-backed Organisation

for Mine Clearance and Afghan
Rehabilitation (Omar), a parent
body of ATC, said deminers iden-
tified the destruction as being
caused by a bomb.

“(The dead men) were all sleep-
ing in.¢ghe room and they only
found one leg from one of those
four people,” Fazel said.

In a meeting on Septembér 28,
all Afghan demining groups met

to ensure their locations in Kabul

were clearly identified on a map,
and ATC believed it was safe from
attack, he said.

“This map was provided by
UNOCHA (UN Office for the Coor-
dinator of Humanitarian Affairs)
and ... we had to confirm that our
offices were marked in the right
locations,” Fazel said.

“If was my personal opinion
that maybe this was coordinated
to be on the safe side so that we
would not be hit by any unexpect-
ed rockets or missiles,” he added,

.saying he did not know if the in-
formation had been passed to
Washington. Fazel said he had vis-
ited the US consul in to register
his concerns. Two of the dead men
were in their early 30s and mar-
ried with children, while the other
two were single and in their mid-
20s. A visibly upset ATC official,
Dr Shah Wali, said: “This is a
civilian area and they have killed
four of the guards of this build-
ing... They have missed their
target.” An ATC official based in

Pechawar said the destroyed oft
fice supervised demining activi-
ties in the provintes of Kabul,
Wardak, Logarand Ghazni.

The building was in the Kabul
suburb 'of Yaka Toot, and near a
radio station that had been off the

~air for at least 10 years. Massive

radio antennae and other derelict
mobile communications equip-
ment were still at that site.

Angry residents gathered this
morning to watch a bulldozer
clear the bomb site.

“We are already jn 2 big mess.
What else does the world want
from us,” said one. “Drop one
atom bomb and annihilate us all
instead of killing us gradually and
justifying that with an operation
against terrorists. : -

“Those who attack ‘cannot
cheat people for ever and must be
ashamed for their acts of killing
the poor Afghans,” he added.

Bombs and missiles have
rained down on Kabul and other
major Afghan cities since Sunday
as the US presses its war on terror-
ism to flush out Osama bin Laden
and punish his Taliban protec-
tors. ’

US officials have stressed
that the attacks are aimed at
military targets and sites linked to
militant Osama bin Laden and
his al Qaida hetwork, prime sus-
pects behind the devastating Sep-
tember 11 attacks on New York
and Washington.

U-turn Bush looks beyon

FROM STEVE HOLLAND

Washington, Oct. 9 (Reuters):
After declaring he wanted Osama
bin Laden “dead or alive,” US
President George W. Bush is try-
ing to play down personalities in
his war on terrorism even as the
US military tries to capture or kill
bin Laden. -

White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer said Bush saw bin
Laden’s videotaped message on
Sunday in which the Saudi-born
fugitive called Bush “head of the
international infidels” and all but
took responsibility for the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. .

“His reaction was first that
this was much bigger than any
one person, that this is not a war

against Osama bin Laden.

This is a war against terrorists
on multiple fronts,” Fleischer said
yesterday.

That represents a complete
turnaround from the early days of
the September 11 crisis. On Sep-
tember 17, Bush said, when asked
about bin Laden during a visit to
the Pentagon, that he was remind-
ed of an Old West poster that read
“Wanted: Dead or Alive.”

In the last week or so, however,
Bush has taken great pains to
avoid singling out bin Laden by
name, referring instead of his al
Qaida network. He did not men-
tion bin Laden in his speech on
Sunday announcing military ac-
tion had begun.

“It’s not just Mr. bin Laden

that we expect to see brought to
justice,” Bush told reporters on
September 28. “It’s everybody as-
sociated with his organisation
that's in Afghanistan.

“And not only those directly
associated with Mr. bin Laden.
Any terrorist that is housed and
fed in Afghanistan needs to be
handed over.”

Still, with US warplanes hit-
ting targets across Afghanistan,
Fleischer said Bush still wanted
bin Laden dead or alive. “There’s
been no change about how the
president thinks about that mat-
ter,” he told reporters.

The early rhetoric allowed .

Bush to frame an enemy, giving
Americans a target for their anger
over the September 11 attacks.

- “There is no question he is
what we would call a prime sus-
pect. And if he thinks he can hide
and run from the United States
and our allies, he will be sorely
mistaken,” Bush said onf Septem-
ber 15.

Bush’s more recent language
avoids having the mission’s suc-
cess or failure hinge on whether
bin Laden is found.

And it serves to remind people
that Bush’s war involves not just
military action but the freezing of

financial assets as well as diplo- |

matic attempts to isolate suspect-
ed terrorists.

“There is no shift,in empha-
sis,” insisted National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice yester-
day.

d Laden

“The goal here is to root out the

terrorists so that they cannot do .
the kinds of things that they didon : . &

September 11. And there are sev:,
eral facets to that, including bring-

ing down the al Qgida network,

and its leadership, and making
certain that they can’t do the
kinds of things that they have
been doing. :

But there is no change,” she
said.

A US News and World Report
poll released over the weekend
said nearly three-quarters of
Americans believe blocking fu-
ture attacks is more important
than slaying bin Laden.

Analysts said Bush seemed to
have found the right emphasis in
his remarks.

THEN AND NOW
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KABUL, OCT. 9. Syriking the Taliban
on home ground, the U.S. war-
planes pounded the area around
the southern Afghyan city of Kanda-
har on Tuesday night for the sec-
ond time in 12 hours. The remote
northwestern city of Herat was al-
so hit hard.

The raids ushered in a third
straight night of air strikes by a
U.S.-led coalition seeking to puni-
sh Afghanistan’s rulers for shelter-
ing Osama bin Laden, believed to
have masterminded the devastat-
ing attacks four weeks ago on the
World Trade Center and the Penta-
gon.

Raids the previous night in Ka-
bul killed four civilians working for
a U.N.-affiliated mine-clearing
agency — the first confirmed civil-
ian deaths of the air campaign.
The four civilians were working as
guards at the mine-clearing agen-
cy under contract to the U.N,
whose offices were only 400 yards
from a transmission tower hit in

READY FOR ROUND-THE-CLOCK R\ﬁDS, SAYS RUMSFELD

the raids. In Kabul, the Taliban
gunners opened up on Tuesday
night with heavy burst of anti-air-
craft fire and the roar of jets could
be heard overhead.

The Afghan sources, contacted
from Pakistan, said communica-
tions and air defences at the Kan-
dahar airport had taken a beating,
The sources said that the U.S. air-
craft had been flying almost con-
tinual sorties over Kandahar.
during the day on Tuesday.

A Taliban soldier, reached by
telephone at the Kandahar garri-
son after nightfall, said the Taliban
gunners were trying to hit the at-
tacking aircraft, but could not do
as they were flying too high.

PTI reports from Islamabad:

In the first skirmish since the
US.-led military operations
against Afghanistan, the Taliban
troops today traded gunfire with
the Pakistani border guards in the
North-West Frontier Province,
the Pakistan Home Minister, Mr.

)

Afghans éearch for bodies in the debris of the office
of the Afghan Technical Consultants (ATC), an NGO
in Kabul on Tuesday. — AFP

» U.S. planes pound

Moinuddin Haider, said. The
stand-off lasted for some time be-
fore the Taliban forces withdrew
deeper into their own territories,
Mr. Haider said.

First daylight
attacks

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

" WASHINGTON. OCT. 9. In continuing

its air raids over Afghanistan for
the third day in a row, the U.S. jets
took to the skies in the morning
itself on Tuesday. It was the first
daylight raid on Afghanistan and
the targets were military facilities
that included airfields, airplanes,
anti-aircraft and missile sites.

Tuesday morning strikes are
said to have involved some 15 air-
craft mostly operating out of the
USS Carl Vinson.

Briefing newsimen at the Penta-
gon today, the Defence Secretary,
Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, said the air
strikes in the last two days had
resulted in the U.S. going about
the business “as we wish”. Mr.
Rumsfeld said,“With the success
of previous raids, we believe we
are now able to carry out strikes
more or less round the clock, as
we wish.”

The Pentagon today showed
mediapersons footage of hits on
targets, one of which being a ter-
rorist training camp which was
seen levelled. Other sites were a
missile sité-and the Shindand air-
field.

In expressing regret for the loss
of four workers of the U.N., Mr.
Rumsfeld, however, noted that
the Pentagon was not sure if they
were victims of the strike from the
air or from the ground.

It is believed in some quarters
here that many members of the
Al-Qaeda terrorist network are
fleeing Afghanistan. Also there are
unconfirmed reports here that the
Taliban fighters are deserting in
large numbers and that the Tali-
ban officials are being challenged
by some of the tribal chiefs in the
northeast.

Mr. Rumsfeld downplayed the
notion that the U.S. may be in and
around Afghanistan in the same
fashion as it has been around Iraq
over the last decade. Maintaining
that the two situations were dif-
ferent, he said, “Over time we
have to drain the swamp.”

The Pentagon said it was run-
ning short of targets in Afghan-

istan, but at the same time some
of the targets would have to be
re-visited after the initial evalua-
tion from the air.

The Bush administration is also
reminding the domestic and the
international audience that there
is another dimension to what is
taking place in Afghanistan — the
food and medicine air drops
which are continued for the sec-
ond day and expected to last
many more days. Asked why this
humanitarian assistance could
not be larger, the Defence Secre-
tary said that the preferred supply
route was not from the air, but
from ground.

The Pentagon and the White
House are studying the damage
assessment of the bombing runs.
For operational reasons and on
instructions of utmost confiden-
tiality, the #dministration has re-
leased very little information on
what the air strikes have achieved
thus far. ¥

Politically, the Bush adminis-
tration is trying to impress that
several nations and leaders of
West Asja afe behind the U.S. This

A U.S. F-14 fighter takes off from the main deck of the USS Enter
as a second wave of U.S.led alrstrikes on Afghanistan was launched. — AFP

after a noticeable perception that
much of the support that the ad-
ministration is boasting about is
only from the Western nations.
Not a single Arab nation or leader
has offered support to the air
strikes.

Omar’s compound hit

It is now confirmed that the
residential compound of the Tali-
ban chief Mullah Mohammad
Omar in Kandahar was indeed a
target and was struck in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. The
Pentagon said that Mullah
Omar’s compound was a com-
mand and control centre and
hence a target. Reports from Ka-
bul are that Mullah Omar left the
compound 15 minutes earlier.

Indications are that the U.S.
will be hitting targets deep inside
Afghanistan perhaps for a day or
two more after which there will be
a pause. The pause will be used to

study the targets that have beerf %

hit and the ones that needed to be
hit. This period will also be used
for sending in more of the Special
Forces from neighbouring coun-

Kabul, Hera

prise early on Tuesday,

tries. Administration officials
have flatly rejected suggestions
that the U.S. is thinking of send-
ing large contingents of ground
forces for any “‘occupation” of Af-
ghanistan. The general impres.
sion here is that the U.S. anc
British jets and bombers are soft
ening the ground so that the
Northern Alliance could start :
new front against the Taliban.

The initial military objective i
two fold: to weaken the defence o
the Taliban and to facilitate the
free movement of the special
forces inside Afghanistan to try
and catch Osama bin Laden and
his top lieutenants. Unnamed
Pentagon officials have been
quoted in the media as saying
that for the time being the imme-
diate objective was not to nab
Osama bin Laden.

The Pentagon is working on a
¥st of known Osama bin Laden
i and terror training

~zamps of the Al-Qaeda. In the

realm . of intelligence sharing,
there has been a lot of cooper-
ation from Pakistan.
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THE TIMES, LONDON
WASHINGTON Oct. 9. -
| US secretary of state, Mr C lm

. Powell, will seek to shore up
' one of the most fragile parts of
' the coalition against terrorism

in a trip to India and Pakistan
this week.

President Mr Gerge W Bush
asked Mr Powell to visit the
two wary neighbours in order to
“keep working with them on
coalition efforts”, according to a
State Department official.
With Pakistan's agreement to
back the attacks on Afgh-
anistan proving unpopular w-
ith fundamentalist Muslims at
home, and with India unhappy
at America’s decision to deal
with Pakistan at all, the Bush
administration is anxious to
carefully nurture relations
with both countries.

Pakistan has granted the USA
and the Britain permission to
fly over the country to launch
strikes against the Taliban and
al-Qaida.

India has also offered help and
cast doubt on the wisdom of

Washington working with

Powell on
unttol

Gen. Colin PII

President Gen Pervez
Musharraf's regime, saying
that it’s a part of the problem,
not the solution to the threat
posed by Osama bin Laden. The
two nuclear powers are in a
state of constant tension over
the divided territory of
Kashmir.

The State Department official
said Mr Powell had “been very
careful all along to manage our
relationships with India or
Pakistan so we don't see any
tensions arising over this. Each
of them has strongly supported

‘the coalition. Obviously each of
these countries will support it
in a slightly different way, so

we want to work with both of
them and not allow any

problems to arise.”

Mr Powell, who has been
conducting  round-the-clock
telephone diplomacy in the
hours before and after the
military operation began, was
ﬂ':lsed by Mr Bush on
nday. “We've worked aggr-
essively on the diplomatic front
developing a broad and strong
coalition of countries who are
united with us and involved in
our campaign, and Mr Powell
and his team have done a
remarkable job of rallying the
lovers of freedom to our side,”
the President said.
Mr Powell has called leaders'
around the world to explain the
thinking behind the attacks and
gauge the reaction. An official
said: “The basic message to
everybody is that we've initiated
this military action and we’re
being very careful to try not to
hit any civilians. The military
targets are - al-Qaida traj
camps and the Tali itary
infrastructure.”
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/Spectre of blo-terr()rlsm haunts USA

ARTIN FLETCHER
HE TIMES, LONDON \7 v

WASHINGTON, Oct. 9. — The FBI is in-
vestigating at an emergency level
whether USA has come under biological
attack after more anthrax bacteria were
found in Florida, three days after a Brit-
ish-born man died of the disease.

The White House has also expressed con-
cern, and backed away from assurances of-
fered by the health secretary, Mr Tonmmy
Thompson, that the death of a picture edi-
tor with the Sun supermarket tabloid, Bob
Stevens (63), was an isolated case and had
nothing to do with terrorism.

The Florida Governor, Mr Jeb Bush,
has also acknowledged the possibility
that bioterrorism could be responsible
and said the FBI was treating the case
“very, very seriously”.

The US Attorney General, Mr John Ash-
croft, said the FBI might find itself in-
volved in a clear criminal investigation. A
senior law enforcement official said: “This
kind of situation points to terrorism or
criminal intent because it’s so rare to have
two people working in the same building
who have inhaled anthrax bacteria.”

g>®§\'

FBI agents and a special investigation unit use a dolly to move a drum at American Media ine.
in Boca Raton in Florida on Tuesday. FBI closed down the company office on Monday

after an employee contracted the anthrax virus. —

APIPTI

The medical correspondent of the Palm
Beach Post, Mr Sanjay Bhatt, said there-
was “a quiet sense of dread. People are
trying to stay calm but as each day pass-
es the story only seems to get worse.”

FBI Agents sealed off an office building

in Boca Raton and experts from the Cen-
tres for Disease Control in Atlanta
moved in. They were urgently testing the
300 people who worked there, after an-
thrax spores were discovered on the vic-
tim’s keyboard and in a colleague’s nose.

Health experts could think of no previ-
ous case of anthrax spores being found
ingide a building, and the office is close

_ to places where several of the terrorists

involved in the 11 September attacks
had lived, practiced flying and inquired
about crop-dusber planes.

Mr Stevens was originally believed to
have died after inhaling anthrax spores
from a natural source such as farm ani-
mals or soil. He was a keen on the out-
doors, and had recently visited North
Carolina where he had drunk from a’
creek. That theory gained credence
when health officials found the strain of
anthrax that killed him was not resist-
ant to penigillin as some genetically-en-
gineered straifis would have been.

But that theory was dashed yesterday
when it emerged that anthrax spores
had been discovered in the nasal pas-
pages of a 73-year-old man who worked
in the mail room of American Media,
publishers of the Sun and National En-
quirer tabloids. The man was taken to
the intensive care unit of a Miami hos-
ﬁm with pneumonia-like symptoms

t week, released, then readmitted at
the weekend and tested.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami {

WASHINGTON, OCT. 9. The U.S. is ex-
pected to release an expanded list
of terrorist organisations this
week and indications are that the
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
will add at least one outfit oper-
ating in Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Bush apparently gave this
impression in his call to Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee over the week-
end while informing him ahead of
the impending moves on Afghan-
istan. Senior Indian officials vis-
iting Washington have been
trying to impress upon the Bush
administration that terrorism
cannot be seen through the prism
of Al-Qaeda and Osama bin La-
den alone.

What Indian diplomats and of-
ficials have been trying to say to
the Bush administration is that
terrorist outfits operating in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, openly support-
ed by Pakistan, have links to
Osama and company. The fact
that outfits such as the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) would take im-
mediate credit for the gruesome
car bomb attack in Srinagar was
taken note of here.

Washington is quite aware of

: the antecedents of the JeM. For

quite some time now, New Delhi
has been impressing the U.S. up-
on the need to crack down on
groups such as the Lashkar-e-

~0.S. to release expa

aiba and Al-Badr, both c? whic
are active in Jammu and Kashmir.
In fact, over the last four years,
there has been keen interest on
whether or not Washington will
add any of these groups in the
“list” of Foreign Terrorist Orga-
nisations of the State Depart-
ment.

Last week, the State Depart-
ment came out with its “list” of
Foreign Terrorist Organisations.
Instead of any additions, two
were actually two taken off the list
— the Japanese Red Army and the
Tupac Amaru of Peru.

There was noticeable disap-
pointment — perhaps even anger
— here and elsewhere that Wash-
ington had once again failed to
take note of terrorist outfits (with
state sponsors) operating in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The White House list of orga-
nisations, entities and individuals
is different and meant to comple-
ment the list of the State Depart-
ment. The first list of Mr. Bush
named 27 entities and organisa-
tions and were all Al-Qaeda spe-
cific. Several outfits such as the
Hamas and the Hizbollah had
been left out. The explanation
then was that the focus was on
“global reach”.

While much of the exercise is
terrorism specific, there is also a
political component — the Bush
administration finds itself com-

d list of terrorist outfits

pelled to address the genuine
concerns of countries like India.
In fact, terrorism will be high on
the agenda when the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,
visits Pakistan and India this
weekend. Gen. Powell has several
objectives in his trip to South
Asia. | 10

He is also travellipg to the sub-
continent calling for restraint and
one of the prime objectives is to
assure Islamabad that it will not
be coming under attack from In-
dia when the focus is on Afghan-
istan.

“The Pakistanis have always
worried, when they get diverted
or consumed by onething, about
the Indians jumping in to take ad-
vantage,” an unnamed senior ad-
ministration official has been
quoted in The Washington Post.
According to the report, New Del-
hi has both publicly and privately
assured that Pakistan’s situation
will not be exploited.

That said there is also visible
anger in India about the October
2 car bomb attack in Srinagar.
“The Indians are more than a lit-
tle ticked off,” the senior official
has said; and one of the ways that
the Bush administration is going
to address Indian concerns is to
add a militant group to the Presi-
dent’s list. “The message to India
is not only restraint. It’s also: We
hear you on terrorism,” an official

has been quoted.

Also, Gen. Powell will seek to
reassure that in spite of the recent
attention to Pakistan, the U.S. is
committed to the long-term im-
provement of relations with India.

“We need to make it clear to
India that they are important in
the current coalition and we re-
main committed to the long-term
improvement of relations with In-
dia,” a State Department official
has said.

‘Six Japanese
planes

allowed to refuel’
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 9. The External Af-
fairs Ministry today clarified that
India had allowed six Japanese
C-130 planes, carrying relief sup-
plies to Pakistan to land and re-
fuel in New Delhi and Kolkata, on
Monday.

The aircraft were excepted to
return on Wednesday before tak-
ing off for Thailand. They be-
longed to the Japanese
Self-Defence Forces and . had
transported tents, plastic sheets,
blankets, sleeping mats and water
containers for the an refugee
camps.
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T IS the purpose behind
the visit of the American Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, to India and Pakistan at

this stage? Is it merely to express the ap-
preciation of his Goverrtment for the sup-
port extended by these two countries in
the war against terrorism? Or, is it some-
thing more?

In Pakistan, Gen. Powell will cenvey the
profound gratitude of the Administration
as well as the people of the United States
for the vital support extended by Pakistan
in the war against Osama bin Laden and
the Taliban, not just in the form of logis-
tics, intelligence sharing and use of air
space, but, equally importantly, in the
diplomatic game by sending delegations
to Kandahar to talk to the leaders of the
Taliban in an apparent effort to persuade
them to agree to the demands of the
American President, Mr. George W. Bush.
That politico-diplomatic exercise was of
great significance for Mr. Bush since it
bought him time not only to deploy and
position his forces but also to demon-
strate to the Islamic world as well to his
own people that he was being responsible
and reasonable.: Those two weeks en-
abled him also to put together a coalition
of some 40 countries in what is undoubt-
edly a crucial war against terrorism.

Pakistan used the time to develop a
framework of policy which would take
care of the superpower’s demands and, at
the same time, protect and further its na-
tional interests in all fields, not excluding
military. As it happens, the international
community, including India, might have
exaggerated the domestic difficulties of¢
Pakistan’s ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
and this suited him just fine. Once Pakis-
tan came to the conclusion that its in-
terests dictated total identification with
the American objectives, it did not stop at
anything. [t éven abandoned the Taliban,
its own creation, stopped hostility to-
wards the Northern Alliance and em-
braced the idea of King Zahir Shah
playing an important role in post- Taliban
Afghanistan, thereby ensuring an effec-
tive voice for itself in government-forma-

n Powell’s visit

" By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

0

O India ought not to react out of pique at ‘A&@)
the over-generous manner in which the
Americans are repaying Pakistan for what
they perceive as crucial help.

tion| Indeed, Gen. Musharraf has already
received assurances in that regard from
America. Thus the Americans have much
to be grateful for to Pakistan. We, in India,
would believe that Pakistan has received
much more in return but that would be
our perception which might not be
shared by the other party to that equa-
tion. )

In India, Gen. Powell would certainly
thank the Government for its offer of
cooperation — an offer which, for the
most part, has remained unutilised sim-
ply because the U.S. did not feel the need
to use our air space or our airfields in the
military campaign. He will try to reassure
us about the renewed military relation-
ship between his country and Pakistan,
asking us not to attach undue importance
to it or to read too much into it. He will
reiterate previous statements about the
U.S. being determined to deal with other
terrorism once Osama bin Laden and
company are dealt with.

He will surely tell our leaders that the
U.S. has not made any commitment to
Pakistan about Kashmir. He will once
again condemn the terrorist attack on the
Assembly complex on October 1. By time
he comes to Delhi, Jaish-e-Mohammad
might have declared a terrorist organisa-
tion. He would repeat his Government’s
position, namely, that the solution of the
Kashmir dispute must be arrived at by
Pakistan and India, taking into account
the wishes of the Kashmiri people. All
these statements and reassurances will be
important; their significance should not
be minimised.

Will there be something else on Gen.
Powell’s mind? One cannot exclude the
possibility of his indicating the willing-
ness of the U.S. to be ready to help restart

the dialogue between India and Pakistan,
14

and to be helpful in initiating some kind
of a substantive discussion of the Kash-
mir problem. Mr. Bush, in his remarks
soon after Gen. Mushariraf’s televised ad-
dress of September 19, had suggested that
the new situation created in the after-
math of the September 11 events might
offer an opportunity for improved India-
Pakistan atmosphere. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, did write to
Mr. Bush, asking him to convey a megss-
age to Pakistan that India’s patience was
not unlimited and, no doubt, the latter
did transmit an appropriate message to
the General.

Encouraged by Mr. Vajpayee’s ap-
proach, which was dictated by the mur-
derous attack on the Assembly complex
in Srinagar, Mr. Bush might be tempted
to at least throw feelers about a possible”
U.S. role in the Kashmir imbroglio. Gen.
Musharraf, whose international standing
has shot up in recent weeks, would be
portrayed as a very reasonable man with
whom it would be possible to negotiate in
a restrained, polemic-free atmosphere.
By renewing a multi-faceted relationship
with Pakistan, the U.S. would claim to
have regained as well its influence with it
which can only be for the good of Indo-
Pakistan relations.

There is no denying the fact that the
relations between India and Pakistan, al-
ready strained after Agra, have become
more tense in recent days. The emotional
outburst of the Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, following
the Assembly massacre and his public call
for attacking the terrorist training camps
across the Line of Control is an accurate
indication of the mood in the State, wide-
ly shared in the rest of the country. One
can, therefore, understand if the Amer-
icans, and the international community

as a whole, feel concerned at the height-
ened tension between the two nuclear
neighbours.

The politics in our country might not
permit it, but we ought to devise a re-
sponse, if indeed Gen. Powell has any
such thing on his agenda, which, without
amounting to an acceptance of any
mediation, would not slam the door for
some form of creative diplomacy to be
deployed in future. After all, even Nehru
had accepted American mediation way
back in 1962 on the very same Kashmir
issue in the wake of our war with China.
True, India was much weaker then, mili-
tarily and economically. Also, the coali-
tion government of today does not enjoy
the kind of confidence that Nehru en-
joyed even after the debacle of 1962.

Nonetheless, Mr. Vajpayee has shown,
by his actions, that he is not afraid to take
politically difficult decisions. He has also
said, in his “Musings from Kumarakom”,
that he was determined to look for a solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem and that, in
that search, he would not hesitate to try
new approaches. If the U.S. can satisfy us
on the question of our terrorism, if not
fully, then at least to some extent, it might
create an atmosphere wherein our people
and politicians might be willing to coun-
tenance some American role in the Kash-
mir question.

In any case, we ought not to react out of
pique at the over- generous manner in
which the Americans are repaying Pakis-
tan for what they perceive as the crucial
help they have received in their war
against Osama bin Laden and the Tali-
ban. It would be ironic if the triangular
equation involving the U.S., India and Pa-
kistan were to change, with Pakistan en-
joying warm relations and India feeling
frustrated and bitter towards the U.S. The
only country which would welcome such

. a denouement, though it would deny it,

would be Pakistan.

(The writer is a former Permanent Repre-
sentative of India to the United Nations and
U.N. Special Coordinator in Gaza.)/



U.S. calms Pak nerves,

(v

says India w

Powell visit aimed at shoring

up Pak government’s morale

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network

WASHINGTON: The United States is reassuring a jumpy
Pakistan that India will not take advantage of Islamabad’s pre-
carious position to launch an attack on it. The Bush adminis-
tration has been in almost daily contact with the two sides to
calm Pakistani nerves and Indian edginess at what it perceives
as U.S. coddling of Pakistan. Fears that New Delhi will use the
current crisis and Pakistan’s deepening vulnerability to settle
the problem of terrorism afflicting India has been haunting
Islamabad since the crisis erupted nearly a month ago.

The anxiety, which US. officials say has no basis, led
Pakistan’s military ruler Pervez Musharraf to ask India to
‘lay off’ and make veiled threats despite New Delhi’s assur-
ance that it has no intention of taking advantage of the situ-

( ) [,.g ; W

't a
n't attack
Mazar-e-Sharif main target
of Northern Alliance

By Manoj Joshi
Times News Network

NEW DELHI: Taliban air defence forces commander
Mullah Mohammed Akhnur was killed some days ago on the
northern front near the city of Mazar-e-Sharif, senior gov-
ernment sources here said. A senior official said that in the
next few days, a number of provinces were likely to fall into
the hands of the Northern Alliance.

“According to our reports, the coordination between the
.US. and the Northern Alliance has become much better and
the second day’s strikes have been much more effective in
the north,” he said.

According to available information, it appears that once
the U.S. forces suppress Taliban’s air defence systems across
Afghanistan, they will concentrate on the frontline forces fac-

“ation and make Pakistan’s difficult position
even harder. Administration officials
acknowledge India has made public state-
ments to this effect and also given
Washington private assurances, but that
does not appear to have calmed Pakistan.
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s visit to
the region later this week is aimed at
shoring up Pakistan’s shaky military
regime and boost the morale of a country
that finds itself in a terrible crisis.

However, India has used the opportunity
to make a strong case about the all-round
ill-effects of Pakistan using terrorism as a
state policy, leading to a significant re-ori-
entation on the issue both in Washington
and Islamabad. The Bush administration has now signaled
that India has a legitimate grievance, and the resulting pres-
sure on Pakistan has led to various steps, including Gen.
Musharraf’s phone call to Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Monday, in which the Pakistani leader for the
first time acknowledged a massacre in Kashmir as terrorism.

The military regime has also cracked down on fundamen-
talist leaders preaching violence and effected crucial changes
in the administration aimed at weeding out hardline ele-
ments. In Washington, the Bush administration has repeated
the pledge that its fight against terrorism will not stop with

_the ouster of the Taliban regime or the death of Osama bin
Laden. President Bush’s assurance to Mr Vajpayee that
Washington was actively working on adding Jaish-e-
Mohammed to list of terrorist outfits is evidently just the first
step in addressing India’s concerns.

An F-14 fighter takes off from
the USS. Enterprise in the
Indian Ocean on Tuesday.

ing the Northern Alliance.

The official said that India was in daily
{ touch with Northern Alliance leaders and
now had a clear idea of the progress of the
anti-Taliban operations being conducted
by them. “The Alliance does not plan to
capture Kabul, but to allow it to fall like a
ripe fruit after the Taliban faces the com-
bined pressure of the U.S. and the Alliance
forces in the coming days.”

The primary target, the official said,
would be Mazar-e-Sharif and the Alliance
had already interdicted the Kabul-Mazar-
e-Sharif road in the Baghlan province,
compelling the Taliban to use the lengthy
Kandahar-Heart-Mazar road to ferry sup-
plies to their forward troops.

Officials said Pakistani advisers, mainly seconded mili '
personnel, were still with the Taliban forces in this area. “This
is to shore up Pakistani policy, enunciated by President
Pervez Musharraf in his Monday press conference, of check-
ing the Northern Alliance.” :

Officials said that while it may be premature to talk of a
post-Taliban scenario, there were informal consultations and
ideas that were being discussed. “Our approach is that the
post-Taliban settlement should be ‘process based’, rather
than focused on individual,” a senior government official
said. He said the information was that former King Zahir
Shah could play a role, not so much as to restore the monar-
chy, but to provjde€ a transitional government to the war-torn
country. .
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' heart of the city.

*| lation, has been closed. |

Baghdad/

erupt \/
in anger
REUTERS \97® (%\\0

JAKARTA/BAGHDAD, Oct.

— Indonesian police fire
warning shots, lobbed tear-gas
shells and used water-cannon
during a clash with about 400 '
Muslim protesters outside the |
US embassy in Jakarta today,
suggesting the government
was in the mood to clamp down |
firmly on anti-US violence. |
But the scene was different in
Baghdad, where thousands of™
angry demonstrators marched -
through the streets in protest '
against the US strikes. “Down, |
down America”, tens of thou-
sands of demonstrators chanted
as they moved through the

The demonstrators, many
waving Iragi and Palestinian
flags and carrying ‘posters of
President Saddam Hussein,
shouted slogans urging a
fullscale war for Palestine.

In Jakarta, police took their
first tough action against what
has till now been sporadic |
protests against the US action |
after demonstrators tried to
pull down the barbed wire
fence in front of the American |
embassy around noon. The :
protesters dispersed after |
warning shots were fired. Some |
returned later to be joined by |
other small groups, all of whom
left after dark. The protesters !
had earlier rallied in front of |
the UN office in Jakarta.
Witnesses said two policemen '
and a protester were hurt,
largely by rocks pelted during
the scuffle. In Surabaya and
Makassar, Muslim demons-
trators burned effigies of Mr
George W Bush.

The US embassy in Jakarta,
which has become a target for
protests by radical Muslim
groups in this country with the
world’s largest Islamic popu-

Few in Indonesia support the '
radicals threatening violence
against Americans and foreign !
assets, though many oppose :
the strikes on Afghanistan.
The President, Mrs Megawati -
Sukarnoputri, has been given a
deadline till Thursday by the
small but vocal' Islamic -
Defenders’ Front. to- sever ties .

threatened to expel Americans |
and other foreigners and '
destroy foreign assets if the
deadline is not met. Analysts
doubt if the threat will be

with Washington. They have . }/

carried out after police warned
of harsh reprisals. /
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WAR AGAINST TERRORISM WILL GO BEYOND/KFEHANISTAN U.S. TELLS U.N.

ew wave of air strlkes hit Kabul, Kandahar

KABUL, OCT. 8. Heavy bursts of anti-
aircraft fire ripped the night sky
over Kabul on Monday, heralding
a second night of U.S. attacks
aimed at the Taliban Government
in Afghanistan and the accused
terrorist mastermind, Osama bin
Laden. As the new bombardment
began, the Taliban insisted previ-
ous strikes had missed their mark.

Targets in Monday’s raids in-
cluded areas around the capital,
the Taliban’s home base of Kan-
dahar, and Afghanistan’s north,
where an opposition rebel alli-
ance is battling the Taliban.

At least three bombs fell on
Monday night in the Kabul area
— one each to the north, west and
east of the city. The targets were
unclear, but the airport is to the
city’s north, a TV transmission
tower to the west and an aban-
doned fort in the east.

Taliban gunners responded to
the latest barrage with sustained
anti-aircraft fire. One high-flying
plane could be seen dropping
flares before the detonations.
Power was cut in the capital, and
Taliban radio ordered people to
close their blinds, shut off the
lights and stay indoors.

Other strikes hit the Taliban
stronghold of Kandahar, a Tali-
ban official said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity. Taliban
positions around the ' northern
city of Mazar-e-Sharief were also
under attack by aircraft and mis-

siles, a s;}:ég for the opposi-

tion Northern Alliance, Mr. Ashraf
Nadim, said by telephone from
northern Samangan province.

British forcegs participated in
the initial bomb%rdment, but not
Monday’s, defence officials in
London said.

The Taliban radio on Monday
derided the previous night’s
strikes as a failure. “The American
bombardment and rocket attacks
didn’t hit their targets,” it said.

The U.S.-led forces attacked the
airport at Jalalabad for the second
night running, the Afghan Islamic
Press reported from Islamabad.
The attack targeted the airport
but we have no details, the Pakis-
tan-based news agency quoted a
Taliban official as saying. — AP,
AFP -

Raining bombs,
dropping
food supplies

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, ocT. 8. The U.S. De-
fence  Secretary, Mr.Donald
Rumsfeld, today said there was a
lot of work left to be done. “We
believe we have made progress
toward eliminating air defence
sites. We believe we have made an
impact on military fields,” Mr.
Rumsfeld said during a briefing a
Pentagon briefing. The air drop-
ping of food and essential suppli-

TALIBAN UNDER ATTACK

The US and British tarces started alr siriies en-Alghanistan on Sunday night. The priortty of
tha initial sttacks Is to eliminate Tailban's air defences: The targets included radars, missils
sms. mm. aircratt, military‘commrand & contral mmm mdwmnst camps.
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es in Afghanistan is going on ell

Senior officials at the Defence
Department are also saying that
the Round Two was targeting sites
primarily in the Taliban strong-
hold of Kandahar. This would un-
doubtedly go a long way in
assisting the forces of the North-
ern Alliance.

Day Two of the all-American

operation has seen the participa-__
tion of fewer planes and jet fight- °

ers. As many as 10 B-1s and B-2s
were involved in the conventional
bombing runs; and 10 jet fighters
are coming out of the Carrier bat-
tle groups. But the use of fewer
jets does mean a drop in the level
of intensity of the attacks. The
U.S. is keen, among other things,
to wipe out the military machine
of the Taliban militia.

Separately, the Bush adminis-
tration formally notified the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council that
the U.S. at some point in the fu-
ture would expand the military
operations beyond Afghanistan. A
legal document was sent to the
Council on Sunday calling the at-
tack on Afghanistan an act of self-
defence under the U.N. Charter
and also reserving the right to
move and look beyond Afghanis-
tan.

The campaign against terror-
ism will be a relentless one, the
U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, said noting he has been as-
sured the military mission of the
first day was executed as planned.

“On all efforts, on all fronts we
are going to be ongoing and re-
lentless as we tighten the net of
justice,” against the terrorists, he
said. Mr. Bush also referred to the
fact that more than 37,000 kits
were airdropped for the people of
Afghanistan and that this was an
important part of a war under
way.

The President was making for-
mal remarks at the White House
prior to the swearing in of the new
Director of Homeland Security,
Mr. Tom Ridge. The new Cabinet
positioll will oversee more than
40 agencies which are in one way
or another responsible for re-
sponding or preventing terrorist
attacks.

Mr. Bush said the best offensive
against terrorism was the global
offensive; and that the first shot in
this campaign was fired not on
Sunday but several days ago when
steps were taken to choke the fi-
nancial pipeline of the terror net-
works. He also referred to the
diplomatic offensive against ter-
rorism.

The U.S, said its strikes against
Afghanistan would continue for
several more days; and the Penta-
gon is saying the first hits against
some 30 sites is more than satis-
factory. The Pentagon is main-
taining that more intensive strikes
lasting for several days are on the
cards, The first wave of attacks

+* *-Afghans clearing the debris of a destroyed home on Monday after the previous night’'s missile strikes on Kabul. — AP

was confined to between two and
three dozen sites.

Earlier in the morning, Mr.
Rumsfeld, while not getting into
the specifics of the operations by
the British and American forces,
said, ‘“We feel that thus far this
has been a very successful effort”.
He said the first targets included
terrorist training camps, airfields,
military alrcraft and air defence
radars.

Mr. Rumsfeld brushed aside the

Taliban militia claim of having
shot down U.S. jets. Reports com-
ing from Afghanistan also speak
of the Taliban claiming that a U.S.
helicopter carrying 14 soldiers
had been brought down. This,
too, has been dismissed here.
There has also been the accusa-
tion that the initial strikes were
targeted on civilian areas.
’

“The targets were carefully se-
lected. They tended to be in re-
mote areas and they were all very

low collateral damage targets,”
the Defence Secretary said.

The clear impression is that the
U.S. and Britain will continue tar-
geting specific instailations and
terror camps; and the Pentagon is
hinting that the strikes will inten-
sify in such areas as Kabul and
Kandahar. What has been taken
note of is the fact that the com-
pound of the house of the Taliban
supremo, Mullah Mohammad
Omar, has been targeted and they

belief is that the Taliban leader
fled the area.

More than 15 land-based bom-
bers, including the Stealth B-2s
out of Missouri and 25 strike jets
from the Carrier battle groups,
joined in the strikes. British and
American surface ships and sub-
marines unleashed 50 Cruise mis-
siles. The attacking forces have

used both precision-guided
weapons and non-precision
bombs.

Taliban vows

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 8. An emergency
session of the Taliban Cabinet re-
solved today to fight back the
U.S.-led forces and ruled out any
change in the militia’s policy of
protecting the alleged terrorist
mastermind, Osama bin Laden.

“We have decided to fight hard
the attacks by the Americans and
Britain,” the Afghan Islamic Press
quoted a Taliban spokesman as
saying.

“We have discussed our military
and political strategy and have
taken several decisions on the mil-
itary front. We have reinforced our
military positions and have decid-

ed to deploy soldiers at some im-
portant places.“We .have also
worked out a strategy for fighting.
We will fight the Americans the
way we fought the Russians,” the
spokesman said, referring to the
1979-89 Soviet occupation.

He said negotiations were the
only way the hardline Islamic mi-
litia could be convinced to hand
over Osama, blamed for the
strikes in New York and Washing-
ton last month. “There is no
change in our palicy regarding

to fight back

Osama bin Laden and we have al-
ways believed in negotiations.”
The Taliban Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Mr. Abdul Salam Zaeef, to-
day warned the U.S of “severe
consequences”’ for the military
strikes in Afghanistan and claimed
that at least one American aircraft
was shot down during last night’s
attacks which killed about 30 civil-
ians, including women and chil-
dren. “To the best of my
knowledge the consequences are

. very severe and they are so severe

that no one can determine it,”” Mr.
Zaeef told reporters here.

He also said Osama was safe in-
side Afghanistan though there had
been no direct contacts with him.
“Yes he is alive. He is safe inside
Afghanistan.” Contesting U.S
claims that the strikes were only
on terrorist camps and military in-
stallations, Mr. Zaeef said the
rockets had hit civilian houses.
“There was no differentiation be-
tween the civilian part and the
military part.” — AFP, PTI
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“Russia restrained over

U.S. strikes o

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, OCT. 8. Russia has voiced
neasured support for the U.S.
trikes in Afghanistan, urging re-
traint and concerted international
wction in fighting terrorism.

Describing the strikes as “ex-
rected”’, the Russian President, Mr.
/ladimir Putin, voiced confidence
hat the U.S. President, Mr. George
.N. Bush, and his Ministers “will do
heir best to prevent Afghan civil-
ans from being harmed”.

Mr. Putin said the organisers of
he September 11 terrorist attacks
n the U.S. had made “a mistake,”
10ping to play different centres of
~orld power against each other, as
‘hey did in the past. The terrorists
1ad “not expected that mankind
~ould close ranks in the face of the
:ommon enemy,”’ he said.

At the same time Mr. Putin said
that Russia’s limited participation
in the U.S.-led war against terror
‘would remain unchanged”. Mos-
cow refused to open its military fa-
cilities to the U.S., but agreed to
share information on terrorist or-
ganisations and provide air corri-
dors for humanitarian flights. It
also pledged military assistance to
the anti-Taliban forces and prom-
ised to take part in search-and-res-
cue operations on Afghan territory.
Mr. Putin also said Russia would
expand its “large-scale humanitar-
ian aid for the people of Afghan-
istan”’.

A statement issued by the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry said ‘‘the
time has come” to fight terrorism
“with all available means in keep-
ing-with the U.N. Charter”.

\

“Wherever they may be, in Af-
ghanistan, in Chechnya, in the
Middle-East or in the Balkans, ter-
rorists must know that justice will
reach them,” the statement said.
However, the Russian Foreign Min-
istry failed to explicitly welcome
the U.S. bombing strikes in Af-
ghanistan.

The Interfax news agency report-
ed on Monday that Russia had be-
gun to deliver weapons to the
anti-Taliban forces of the Northern
Alliance in Afghanistan. Moscow
said it would provide a total of $45
million worth of arms to the anti-
Taliban forces, including Soviet-
era T-55 tanks, armoured vehicles,
Kalashnikov rifles and other small
arms. Meanwhile, security has
been stepped up in the Russian
capital, with Interior Ministry
troops deployed to guard key in-
stallations and offices, including
Western embassies.

U.N. Security Council
seat for Syria

UNITED NATIONS, OCT. 8. Syria won a
seat on the U.N. Security Council
today with overwhelming support
from the nations of the world, de-
spite being on the U.S. list of coun-
tries sponsoring terrorism.  The
General Assembly elected Syria to
the powerful U.N. body for a two-
year term on the first ballot. It re-
ceived 160 ‘yes’ votes from 177 na-
tiong» Syria was the unanimous
choice of Arab and Asian nations
for the Asian seat on the Council
being vacated by Bangladesh. —
AP

a\ P Europe rallies behind U.S.

\ By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, OCT. 8.Most European leaders were quick to
make televised statements of support following the
launch of the U.S. attacks against the Taliban. The
U.S. President, Mr. George Bush, had taken care to
speak to them on the telephone prior to the attacks.

Expressing French solidarity with the American
position, the President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, said in a
short televised address that the U.S. had “made re-
newed demands for French military participation.”
These, he said would be met. The Bush adminis-
tration had asked Mr. Chirac to send a senior French
adviser to Washington for discreet and concrete con-
sultation just prior to the strikes. Washington has
been careful to keep France, considered by many to
be the most reluctant of the Western European, ailies
fully in the loop.

Mr. Chirac said an aircraft carrier was already on
its way and that France would give other military
support as and when it was required. The Defence’
Minister, Mr. Alain Richard, today revealed that spe-
cial French commando units were already operating
within Afghanistan, cooperating and acting together
with similar British and American forces. France has
deployed 1500 men in Egypt and the Red Sea. The
kind of support Paris is giving includes motorised
infantry, commandos, frigates and other ships. The
French foreign legion based in Djibuti could be
called in.

Mr. Richard said in an interview: “We have dis-
cussed the division of tasks with our allies, the Amer-
icans. The U.S. knows that we can swing intp action
with dozens of planes or ships and thousands of men
to take part in operations against terrorist targets on
Afghan territory. It’s a matter of days.”

Though France houses the largest north African
Muslim population of any European nation (4 mil-
lion or 7.8 per cent of the population), there were no
reports of violence from Arab dominated suburbs
near the usual hotspots of Paris, Marseilles or Lyon,
The daily Liberation today published a report saying
that French Muslims were by and large in support of
the attacks and did not feel affinity towards radical
Islam. However, “vigiparate” the French high alert,
anti-terrorist action continues, with thousands of

“strikes was ‘‘unambiguous”. The Taliban, he said,

policemen patrolling the streets and deployed in the
vulnerable underground railway network.

In Italy, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, resolutely pro-U.S.
conservative Prime Minister said: ““Italy is beside the
United States and with all those who are fighting
terrorism.” Italy has been placed under high alert
after U.S. intelligence services warned that it could
be the next target for terrorist attacks.

“Let us not forget that the Vatican, the seat of the
Roman Catholic religion is located in Rome. If this is
seen as a war between the Christian and Muslim
civilisations by misguided terrorists who listened to
Osama bin Laden’s rhetoric yesterday, we could see
bloody attacks taking place here. The authorities are
afraid that Rome’s ancient monuments like the Co-
losseum, its many churches and museums could be-
come the target of attack,” said journalist Giovanni
Porta.

The presence in Rome of the former ruler of Af-
ghanistan, Mr. Zahir Shah, is a distinct source for _.
Italian authorities. The former monarch has lived
here for the past 28 years, ever since his ouster from
power in 1973 in a coup. Maurizio Calvi, Director of
the Centre for Research on Terrorism said: *The dip-
lomatic activity around the former King, his contin-
ued presence in Rome and the fact that he has .
reached an agreement with the Northern Alliance to
form what could be described as a government in
exffe could be dangerous.”

But there were several anti-war protests in Italy,
especially outside the U.S. embassy and the build-
ings of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO).

The European Union issued a statement of soli-
darity saying “The Afghan people deserve a govern-
ment which jis truly representative.” The Prime
Minister, Mr. Guy Verhofstadt, said: “The E.U., on
the basis of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1368
considers this riposte to be legitimate.”

The E.U.’s commissioner for foreign policy, Mr.
Xavier Solana of Spain, said the E.U.’s support for the |

was facing the consequences of their actions.

In Spain, the Prime Minister, Mr. Jose Maria Az-
nar, was vociferous in his support of U.S. action,
describing it as “an act of legitimate self-defence.”
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-~ DO NOT ESCALATE THE ‘SMART’ WAR

THE MILITARY OFFENSIVE that the United
States and Britain have launched against Af-
ghanistan is presumably the first overt aspect of
a smart war against the terrorists with a global
reach and also their hosts. For the larger interna-
tional community, a sensible course at this early
stage of this conflict in Afghanistan is to impress
upon the American-British coalition and its mil-
itary allies in the wings to recognise and avert
the geopolitical risks as also the human costs of a
wider conflagration. This will be a difficult but
humane choice. And, if the U.S.-U.K. brains-
trust is indeed capable of sustaining its own
agenda of a smart war, it should take the initia-
tive to scale down the losses of human lives and
of civilian assets to truly negligible proportions.
The latest war against the devilish Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan and Osama bin Laden, the
suspected don of international terrorism, had
become inevitable in the context of a chain reac-
tion of events involving them and the U.S. since
September 11. After a band of barbaric conspir-
ators struck horrendously against some high
profile targets in the U.S. on that day, taking a
heavy human and material toll, Washington be-
gan sensitising the international community to a
discourse about an entirely new kind of war
against terrorism. It has been said that the prom-
ised battle against the terrorist-fugitives and
their patrons will be fought on several different
fronts. The array of means outlined is impressive
— patient diplomacy and the intelligence war of
secrecy, besides a new practice of forays across
the cyberspace to squeeze the finances of the
terror-mongers and, if necessary, apen military
conflicts with them. @

However, as the U.S. and the U.K. started
pounding targets in Afghanistan on Sunday
night, the stark horrors of a prospective war trig-
gered some equally predictable international
concerns about the likely humanitarian fallout.
The Anglo-American attacks have already en-
tailed” the use of the utmost state-of-the-art

cruise missiles and a range of stealth bombers
for aerial sorties to deliver “smart” but ferocious
weapons. Arguably, these devices will help target
Osama’s terrorist camps as also the military ma-
chinery of the Taliban with a high degree of un-
precedented precision that might curtail or rule
out civilian casualties in significant numbers.
Yet, the first waves of the Anglo-American mil-
itary intrusions across the sky over Afghanistan
have already forced its hapless inhabitants out of
their miserable homes. So, the global communi-

. ty cannot simply ignore the conspicuous signs of

a humanitarian catastrophe. A fresh exodus of
Afghan refugees, perhaps numbering over a mil-
lion, may have already been caused by the terri-
fying impact or images of the American-British
military might. ;

Among the states that havelvariously facil-
itated the latest war on some suspected sources
of terrorism, whatever be the different political
compulsions of these countries, Pakistan may be
the first to feel the shockwaves of a new human-
itarian crisis. Already hosting countless refugees
of the past conflicts in Afghanistan, Pakistan is
obviously wary of a new influx into its territory.
On a different plane, the U.S. also seems aware
of the bad name that a humanitarian disaster
could bring to the global anti-terror ‘campaign’
itself. The U.S. is, therefore, air-dropping food
and medical supplies over Afghanistan in a fol-
low-up effort to ease the aftershocks of the aerial
and missile raids over the Taliban-Osama posi-
tions. Yet, with Osama and the Taliban leaders
said to have survived the initial blitzkrieg by the
U.S. and the U.K,, the battle for the hearts of the
traumatised Afghan people is becoming equally
complicated. While the politics of a possible
post-Taliban dispensation cannot be the prime
concern of the Afghan people at this particular
moment, the international community must
brace itself for the humanitarian tragedy in Af-
ghanistan and act quickly. /




US talks
- tough
with UN
on strike

Bw®) c\§ 0
DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE - () |

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 -\
The UBA today informed the!:
United Nations that it
reserves its right to attack
any nation that it believes is ;
supporting terrorism even as
American forces continued to
pound Afghanistan for the
second successive day today.
US Administration officials
said 31 targets in Kabul and .
Kandahar were hit on the .
first day of attacks yesterday. .
The $1-million Tomahawk
and other cruise missiles fired :
from ships and submarines in
the Indian Ocean and B-2
Stealth, B-52 and other
bombers carried out strikes :
on airports and command-
and-communication centres.
Some ground troop concentr- |
ations wére also targeted, the .
defence secretary, Mr Donald :
Rumsfeld, said. The US de- !
fence forces made “some pro-
gress” in destroying the Tali- |
ban's air defences, he said.
Washington plans to continue
the current campaign for a
week or 0. By then it hopes to
destroy all or most of Afgh-:
ahistan’s air defences and
command centres.

The US would return with a
second phase of the attacks to

hit and destroy what's left of

what it terms is the Taliban’s

“terrorist network”. In a .
parallel development, Wash- -

ington is also aiding the North-
ern Alliance fighting Taliban.
US authorities conceded there
has been “collateral damage”, .
referring to some civilians who
had been hit, but denied any .
knowledge of specific numbers.
The Taliban ambassador to
Pakistan, Mr Zaeef, said 20 peo- ;
ple including women, children -
and the aged were killed. ‘
The USA formally notified ;
the UN that it is defending its :
national security under the
UN Charter and that the war
could go beyond Afghanistan/
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Uu.S.,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 7. The United
States and Britain have launched
major military strikes against

. “carefully selected” targets in Af-
ghanistan.

From the Treaty Room in the
White House, the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush said, “These
carefully-targeted actions are de-
signed to disrupt the use of Af-
ghanistan as a terrorist base of
operations and to attack the mil-
itary capability of the Taliban re-
gime”".

The U.S. and Britain are hitting
targets in Kabul, Kandahar and
Jalalabad. The second wave of at-
tacks against Kandahar has been
heavier and more severe, it is said.
The compound of Mullah Omar,
leader of the Taliban, has been
targeted. ]

At the Pentagon, the Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
argued that the strikes were to
complement the economic, hu-
manitarian and diplomatic activ-
ity already put in place in the
current campaign against terror-
ism.

One of the objectives was to
raise the cost of doing business
with terrorists, Mr. Rumsfeld said.
The strikes are intended to create
the proper conditions for a sus-
tained campaign in the anti-ter-
rorism front, he said.

The Pentagon said that a com-
bination of land and sea- based
aircraft have been used; as also
surface ships and submarines.
The first hits on Afghanistan saw
at least 15 land- based aircraft and
25 sea-based jets taking part. A to-
tal of 50 Tomahawk Cruise mis-
siles have been unleashed, it has
been officially said. Mr. Rumsfeld
said that there is no indication of

| any U.S. aircraft lost or damaged.

In Northern Afghanistan too

KABUL,

KANDAHAR, JALALABAD, MAZAR-E-SHARIEF BOMBED

Brit

no

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, addressing the nation
from the White House. — AP (Text of address on Page 13)

targets being in Tahar, Kanduz
and Mazar-e-Sharief. If the Tali-
ban is dealt a major blow in these
areas, it will be a shot in the arm
for the Northern Alliance which
stands to gain a lot of territory,
analysts said.

In announcing that countries
such as Canada, France, Australia
and Germany have pledged coop-
eration as the operations unfolds,
Mr. Bush said that the Taliban
“will pay a price”.

Mr. Bush called the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, this
morning to inform him of the
start of operations. The U.S. Presi-
dent also called the four Congres-
sional leaders in the Senate and
the House of Representatives no-
tifying them ahead of the strikes.

The first of the strikes came af-
ter the White House once again
rejected negotiations with the Ta-
liban on the detention and trial of

tt;;e have been strikes with she

Osama bin Laden on the present-
ation of “evidence”. The White
House on Sunday morning re-
peated what the U.S. President

‘has been saying all along, includ-

ing that Osama must be given up
and the terrorist camps shut
down.

The U.S. President also stressed
that the “‘oppressed people of Af-
ghanistan will know the generos-
ity of America and our allies”.

Military strategists are saying
the initial strikes against specific
targets are intended to soften the
area as food and medicine drops
are being scheduled. The Penta-
gon said that air drops will be tak-
ing place all over Afghanistan,
especially in the non-Taliban ar-
eas.

The first of the attacks came by
way of Cruise missiles from ships
and submarines, followed by at-
tacks by F-16s and other jets off

the carriers and forward bakes of
the U.S. It is believed that the
heavy set B-52s capable of
launching Cruise missiles and
smart munitions have also been
used.

The strikes are expected to con-
tinue and gather intensity as the
hours go by. Apart from the B-52s,
the B-1 and the Stealth aircraft,
the B-2 are also seeing action.

The first targets were wide-
ranging sites — air defence and
command centres, communica-
tions systems, electrical grids and
any facilitiy that could be used in
a hostile fashion by the Taliban.
The Pentagon will also go after
what is left of the Taliban Air
Force, it is said.

Independently reports are also
trickling in of the Northern Alli-
ance starting an offensive of its
own against the Taliban. The
Northern Alliance has been egged
on in recent weeks by the U.S. and
information is that the Alliance
has been militarily beefed up as
well.

There are unconfirmed reports
based on wireless intercepts and
listening devices that many of the
Taliban fighters are disillusioned
and are blaming Pakistan for the
turn of events. But Taliban com-
manders are apparently urging
them not to break ranks at this
time.

“We did not ask for this mis-
sion, buf ‘we will fulfil it. The
name of today’s military oper-
ation is ‘Enduring Freedom’. We
defend not only our precious free-
doms, but also the freedom of
people everywhere to live and
raise their children free from
fear,” Mr. Bush argued.

Five blasts in Kabul

AP, AFP report:

In Kabul, the first explosions
could be heard about 8:57 p.m.
local time (16.27 GMT), when it

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, OCT. 7. Four hours be-
fore the American strikes against
Afghanistan began, President Ge-
orge W. Bush of the U.S. spoke to
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, to inform him that mil-
itary operations were imminent.

Speaking to him over telephone
for about 10 minutes at 5.30 p.m.,
President Bush told Mr. Vajpayee
that the U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, would be vis-
iting India in the early part of the
third week of October, possibly
around October 15.

Mr. Vajpayee is understood to
have welcomed the proposed vis-
it.

Apparently, a categorical assur-
ance was given by President Bush
that ‘“very shortly“ the Jaish-e-

BN

Mohammed, the terrorist drgani-
sation behind the recent atthck on
the Jammu and Kashmir As$emb-
ly, would be put on the U.S. list of

terrorist organisations. Officials at
the Prime Minister’s Office also
confirmed that Mr. Bush une-
quivocally condemned terrorist
strikes all over the world, wherev-
er they occur, including Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Indian Government here
had not cared to hide the fact that
it was peeved by the manner in
which the so-called global coali-
tion against terrorism had virtual-
ly ignored the harsh reality that
Pakistan was a major sponsor of
terrorism and hardly qualified to
join the battle against it. The as-
surances given by Mr. Bush today
are expected to go some way to-
wards relieving the palpable ten-
sion in the Government here
relating to the way the entire mat-
ter relating to global terrorism
was going.

=

President Bush also referred to
India’s expressed concern relat-
ing to attacks on Indians, espe-
cially Sikhs. Mr Vajpayee was
assured that steps had been taken
to clear misunderstandings that
followed the killing of one Sikh
petrol pump owner in the U.S.

Meetings had been organised
with Sikh representatives and ef-
forts made to ensure that inno-
cent people were not attacked.
The Sikhs in the U.S. were report-
ed to be satisfied with the steps
taken.

3

ain attack Afghanistan

This television image shows explosions in Kabul on Sunday. Thunderous explosions and
the rattle of antl-aircraft fire were heard in the Afghan capltal. — AP

Taliban to take on U.S.

was dark. Five large explosions
shook the city, followed by the
sounds of anti- aircraft fire.

A Taliban official in Kabul con-
tacted by telephone from Pakis-
tan said: ‘““We are under attack.
They bombed in the south of Ka-
bul. Our guns are firing.” The offi-
cial, who gave his name only as
Mudir, gave no further details.

In London Prime Minister Tony
Blair said that British missile-fir-
ing submarines were taking part
in the operations. He said the
submarines had joined in a U.S.-
led attack on Taliban military fa-
cilities and forces in Afghanistan
at the request of Washington. He
said British warplanes would join
the attack in the next few days.

Mr. Bush had warned the Tali-
ban on Saturday that *‘time is
running out” for them to hand
over Osama and top leaders of his

IrT\w—Al-Qaeda terrorist network. The

"Bush spé%{ks to PM, promises ban oh JeM,

White House also rejected a last-
ditch offer by the Taliban on Sun-
day to put Osama on trial in Af-
ghanistan.

Mr. Bush also contacted his
French counterpart, Mr. Jacques
Chirac, today to tell him the U.S.
was about to launch attacks on
Afghanistan, Mr. Chirac’s spokes-
woman, Ms. Catherine Colonna,
said. He had called Mr. Chirac to
tell him of the impending attacks,
Ms. Colonna said. On Friday
night, the French President held a
special meeting with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Lionel Jospin, the
Defence Minister, Mr. Alain Ri-
chard, and the Foreign Affairs
Minister, Mr. Hubert Vedrine, the
spokeswoman added.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 7. Representatives
of the Taliban embassy here and
other consulate offices in Pakis-
tan, tonight confirmed the strikes
by the U.S. and its allies, but ap-
peared to be determined to take
on the super power. “It is jehad”,
an unidentified representative in
the Islamabad embassy of the Ta-
liban remarked.

It is believed that American and
British planes flew sorties over the
cities of Kabul and Kandahar tar-
geting the military and adminis-
trative headquarters of the
Taliban. The first blitzkrieg lasted
just a few minutes. There was no
indication as to how successful
the sorties were and if there were
any civilian casualties.

Reports said that in Kabul pow-
er was shut off as the U.S. and the
U.K. launched their strikes, and
restored after the raids ended.

The CNN reported explosions

in the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar, where the headquar-
ters of the ruling Taliban militia is
located. The Taliban leader, Mul-
lah Mohammed Omar lives there.

The Associated Press in a report
said that the targets of U.S. at-
tacks could include the south-
western part of Kabul, which
includes the Darulaman Palace,
an ancient royal residence, and
the Balahisar Fort, an old Mogh-
ul-style installation.

A curfew was in effect in the
city, making it impossible to inde-
pendently determine further de-
tails.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Pakistan Govern-
ment to the developments. The
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, is scheduled to hold a
news conference early tomorrow
morning and is expected to de-
fend the decision of the U.S. and
its allies.

A terrorist act: Taliban

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 7. Afghanistan’s Taliban militia today condemned the
U.S.-led attacks against Afghanistan as a “terrorist act” and said it
would not deliver the Saudi dissident, Osama bin Laden, to the U.S.,

the Afghan Islamic Press reported.

“The U.S. attack is a terrorist act,” the AIP quoted the Taliban
ambassador to Pakistan, Mr. Abdul Salam Zaeef, as saying. “We can-
not hand over Osama to the U.S.,” he said.

Osama and the Taliban leader, Mullah Mohammed Omar, survived
the U.S. and British attacks on Sunday, the Taliban ambassador to
Pakistan said in Islamabad. — AP, AFP

+

Apparently, some Americans
mistook Sikhs to be Arabs or even
followers of Osama bin Laden be-
cause of the turbans they wear.
Propaganda ,on television and
through other means has correct-4
ed this.
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Al-Qaida target No. 1, but Washington silent on Jaish

Terror blac

x, AGENCIES v\%@

WASHINGTON, Oct. 6. — The Uni-
ted States has redesignated 26 ex-
tremist groups, including Osama bin
Laden’s Al-Qaida and the LTTE, as
“foreign terrorist organisations”, but
ignored India’s demands to blacklist
the Pakistan-backed terrorist groups
active in Jammu and Kashmir such
as the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and the Ja-
ish-e-Mohammed.

The state department spokesman,
Mr Richard Boucher, said here yester-
day that Washington would consider
later this year if the Jaish, orchestra-

-tors of the recent car bomb blast at the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly in

Srinagar, should be formally designa-
" ted a terrorist group. The “foreign ter-
rorist organisations” stipulated in the
biennial list — published in the Feder-
al Register — are subject to strict fi-
nancial and visa restrictions.

Mr Boucher, however, added the
Jaish is listed among extremist or-
ganisations in the state departmen-
t's annual report on global terrorism
though it has not not been formally
designated a terrorist group. India
had in recent weeks renewed its de-
mands for the USA to include the
LeT and the JeM in its list of foreign
terrorist organisations. The only

in Peshawar on Saturday.
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Ulema Islam shout anti-USA slogans
More than 5000 people took part in the demonstration. — AP/PTI :

Pakistan-based group on the list is
the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen.

“As we embark on a long struggle
against terrorism, I hope this list will
draw the attention of governments
across the world ...,” the US Secreta-
ry of State, Mr Colin Powell, said in a
statement yesterday. Foreign gov-
ernments should help Washington

isolate these groups, choke off their
sources of funding and stop them
from crossing borders, Mr Powell
added. This year’s list was not dicta-

ted by the Black Tuesday attacks,"

state department officials said.
Besides the al-Qaida the list also in-

cludes six groups believed to have

links to bin Laden, Mr Boucher said.

These are the Egyptian Islamic Ji-
had, the Islamic Movement of Uzbeki-
stan, Gama’a al-Islamiyya of Egypt,
Algeria’s Armed Islamic Group, the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen based in Paki-
stan and the Abu Sayyaf group in The
Phiht'gpines. Also included is an array
of other groups such as the Hamas
and the Hizbollah which are involved

with the conflict in West Asia.

Three other organisations, the Is-
lamic Movement of Uzbekistan, the
Real IRA and the United Self-De-
fence Forces of Colombia (known by
its Spanish initials AUC) were desig-
nated terrorist groups in the last two

48 years and therefore did not have to
E| be certified as such in the latest list.

Mr Powell singled out not only the
al-Qaida but also the Hamas, the
Palestine Islamic Jihad, the LTTE,
Colombia’s FARC and the Basque
separatists of Spain as having car-
ried out what he called murderous
attacks on innocent people in the last
two years. Others, such as the Pales-
tinian group Abu Nidal, the Aum
Shinrikyo cult in Japan and the Kur-
distan Workers’ Party (initialed
PKK in Turkish) had been less active
over the last two years but had still
continued to plan and prepare for

s possible attacks; he added.

But none of them has ever carried
out an attack on the scale of the Black
Tuesday assaults. A month-old report
prepared by the terrorism expert, Mr !
Kenneth Katzman gave a chilling pic-
ture of the al-Qaeda’s potential reach.
It said bin Laden’s followers were be-
lieved to be operating in 34 countries
and estimated the size of his force at
3,000 full-time operatives.

UK hopes tax

Blair & Bush: A walk in lockstep B

havens will

join terror
money purge

REUTERS

LONDON, Oct. 6. — Britain’s
finance minister Mr Gordon
Brown said today he hoped off-
shore finance centres would
join the campaign to stop mon-
ey reaching terrorist organisa-
tions following the September
11 attacks on the USA.
Speaking ahead of a meeting
of finance ministers of the
Group of Seven (G7) industri-
alised countries this weekend
in Washington, Mr Brown
said measures to stop money
laundering would be on the
agenda.

“The discussi is

. |
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MARTIN FLETCHER AND
RICHARD CLEROUX
THE TIMES, LONDON

WASHINGTON/OTTAWA,
Oct. 6. — Some years ago the
British foreign office banned
the use of the hackneyed and
precious term “special relation-
ship” to describe the Anglo-
American bond, but today it
has rarely been more apposite.
Mr Tony Blair and Mr George
W Bush are walking in lock-
step, talking several times a
week and enjoying a relation-
ship that is being compared on
this side of the Atlantic to that
between Baroness Margaret
Thatcher and Mr Ronald Rea-
gan or Winston Churchill and
Franklin D Roosevelt.

s

r's heydays has a British
Prime Minister enjoyed such
warm and extensive coverage
in the US media. Mr Blair had
become “America’s chief for-
eign ambassador to members
of the emerging coalition
against Osama bin Laden”,
yesterday’s Wall Street Jour-
nal said. He is “America’s clos-
est ally”, said The New York
Times. He is enjoying “his fin-
est hour”, said USA Today.

When Mr Bush addressed
Congress on 20 September,
the Prime Minister was given
the seat of honour next to Mrs
Laura Bush, two standing ova-
tions, and a ringing declara-
tion from the President that
America had “no truer friend
than Great Britain”.

Not sW&——Appreciation of Britain’s sup-

port in America’s hour of erisis
extends far beyond Washing-
ton.' In casual encounters ordi-
nary Americans are making a
point of telling British visitors
how much their nation’s back-
ing means to them.,

Sir Christopher Meyer, the
British ambassador, said his
staff had been “overwhelmed
with expressions of gratitude,
solidarity and thanks”.

Mr Blair has offered moral,
military and political support,
but his usefulness to Mr Bush
does not stop there.

On Thursday he presented
to the British parliament - and
the world - the most detailed
evidence yet of Bin Laden’s re-
sponsibility for the 11 Septem-
ber attacks.

Officials in Washington were

— Reuters

UK TROOPS IN OMAN FOR TRAINING

MUSCAT, Oct. 6. — Omani and British officials today tried |,
to dampen rising expectations that thousands of British
troops conducting war games in Oman may join any strike
on Afghanistan over the attacks on the USA.

Speculation over Oman’s role in the US hunt for Osama
gained momentum after US defence secretary Mr Donald
Rumsfeld visited the strategically located Gulf Arab state on
Thursday.“It is misleading the world to think that Oman
may be used as a launch pad for the attack,” an official at
Oman’s defence ministry said. “We have made it clear that
the exercises have only one object and that is to train our
troops. But the media has chosen to

get carried away.”

adamant that he did this of his
own volition, but it was clearly
very helpful to the US admin-
istration. The officials said his
presentation was “closely co-
ordinated” with the Ameri-

cans, included US Intelligence
material, and was cleared in
advance by the CIA.

“Everybody on this side of
the Atlantic who needed to see
it saw it,” one official said.
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Whlle the USA must graciously accept the reality that it cannot carry on as the world’s sole
superpower forever, India can help it to expand its foreign policy

AMERICA AND THE WORLD

DISPASSIONATE and
Aobjective analysis of
the reasons for the
" devastating terrorist strike
on the USA shows that in all
probability, this strike epito-
mised crossing the Rubicon
of a supercharged tinder
box’s explosive contents nur-
tured and inflamed by resul-
tants from America’s foreign
policy, especially that linked
to West Asia. Out of all the
thorny issues that plague
this region of the world, none
" is more rankling than the
Palestine-Israel conflict.
There persists a nagging feel-
ing that Israel has become
overly brazen in its activities
as it is cock-sure of America’s
backing in whatever it does
or does not do.
Even when Israel oversteps
laid down norms, America’s
_censure amounts to just a
mild rebuke which Tel Aviv
never takes seriously. Ano-
ther unedifying American
foreign policy gambit in vog-
ue is its gauntlet throwing in
" international relations, wit-
ness its national missile def-
ence controversy, its espion-
age flights over the South
China Sea, its indignation at
the European Union’s emer-
gence as a global power cen-
tre, and so on. It is desirable
that the USA incorporates
some radical changes in its
foreign policy.
Bill Clinton did try to as-
suage Palestine-Israel feel-
ings during his tenure by
tactfully pressurising Israel,
on the one hand, to vacate
southern Lebanon which was
indeed an unthinkable crite-
. rion, and Palestine on the
other to start thinking on the
lines of accepting joint own-
ership of Jerusalem as well
as the holy shrine that this
city contains. The then Is-
" raeli Prime Minister, Ehud
' Barak, and Palestine’s chair-
' man Yasser Arafat almest
came to signing a declaration
at Sharm el Shaikh. Alas,
Clinton went and so did Ba-

The author is Lt. Col. (retd.),
Indian Army.

rak before this could mate-
rialise. As if on cue, Pales-
tine-Israel relations not only
became tenuous but broke
out into Intifada embattling
the new Israeli PM Ariel
Sharon’s Sabras, a battle
which ostensibly erupted
when both disputed the
rights over the Noble Sanc-
tuary al Sharaf shrine in
Jerusalem. There has been
no let-up since this violence

91 tO
By JK DUTT

that would be forthcoming
from Tel Aviv as also from
the influential Jewish dom-
estic lobby in the USA. While
there is no gainsaying that
the USA has always desired
a “friend in need” in West
Asia, Washington blindly fo-
cussed all its attention on
Israel to the
exclusion of all

It would he prudent for Bush
to remove all American army
and air force troops from West
Asian countries where they
presently camp

began a year ago which also
could be a contributory factor
to the 11 September outrage.
President George W Bush
has to apply saner ideas in
West Asia if suspicion and
distrust are to be check-
mated in one of the world’s
most volatile crucibles. Sev-
eral steps are recommended.
First, he needs to unequi-
vocally tell Israel that Jewish
settlements on the West
Bank of the River Jordan
must be demolished and no
further building must be al-
lowed. Simultaneously, he
needs to deploy a strong UN
force in this area for moni-
toring both the adversaries,
preferably under the glare of
the media. He must also put
a stop to his country’s arms
merchants doing business
with Israel — the F16s being
uised by the Israeli Air Force
are a giveaway of this un-
wholesome racket. He should
then earnestly reactivate the
Sharm el Shaikh platform
from where it was left off and
doggedly see the earlier
declaration through in word
and deed.
Second, he has to evolve a

whole new political strategy

to counter the displeasures

others. Five de- |
cades after the &

tains good working relations
with Riyadh but these have
to be broadened and streng-
thened. Saudi Arabia exer-
cises considerable clout over
the Gulf Cooperation Council
and the Organisation of Isla-
mic Conference, two Islamic
caucuses that can be an
immense asset to the USA. It
would also be prudent for

Balfour “misappropriation”,
this blind attention has only
gained America a host of
enemies in the pre-
dominantly Islamic West
Asian conclave. Hence under
the prevailing circumstances,
it would be far more prag-
matic as well as profitable for
the USA to close ranks with a
few regional Islamic nations
that count. Such a move will
convey to Tel Aviv that
Washington’s horizon has
widened for pursuing
national interests at home
and abroad and these
interests are not necessarily
linked to a blinkered attitude
towards Israel.

Iran is the first nation on
the cards. President Moham-
mad Khatami’s re-election is
a beacon in this direction
which has now been further
bolstered by the recent path-
breaking formal visit of the
British foreign secretary,
Jack Straw. Washington
should shed its inhibitions,
sparing no effort to solidify
its relations with Tehran.
Similar interaction is neces-
sary with Saudi Arabia.
Washington already main-

President Bush to remove all
American army and air force

troops from West Asian
countries, where they pre-
sently carhp; a naval contin-
gent can remain so long as it
is outside the territorial
waters of these countries.

Iraq poses the biggest psy-
chological challenge to the
USA. President Bush has to
understand one simple fact
which his predecessor did not
— namely, the more one tries
to curtail mankind’s freedom,
the more the curtailing au-
thority will fall. Imposing
sanctions on Bagdad — or on
New Delhi, Islamabad, and
Pyongyang — over their
NBC acquisitions is like try-
ing to stop bootlegging. It
simply will not work! The
right recourse for President
Bush would be to come to
terms with the truth and re-
scind all sanctions. He will
earn the gratitude of millions
and this can be channelled
for consolidating country-to-
country relationships with
America in the van. At an op-
portune moment, he should
go across and personally
meet President Saddam Hus-

sain, and initiate a Calvinis-
tic chapter in American-Iraqi
bilateral bonding.

India can be of great help to
the USA in the latter’s quest
for forging and expanding its
foreign policy. Our relations
with all West Asian countries
have been very cordial and
well sustained. We can easily
adopt the role of a facilitator
for President Bush in enhan-
cing America’s newly derived
foreign policy. In fact, we can
be an effective two-way con-
duit for Washington, Tehran,
Riyadh and Bagdad. Cham-
pioning peaceful coexistence
can be our operative doct-
rine.

Finally, the USA has to
graciously accept the reality
that it cannot carry on as the
world’s sole superpower for
ever. There are three others |
raring to go and each one has
justifiable aspirations. The
European Union heads the
list and its last meeting at
Nice was indicative enough
as to what the EU’s long-
term objective would be. Rus-
sia too might decide to join
the EU in this venture in
which event, this conglome-
rated super power will cer-
tainly exceed the status of
the USA. China is the next
and does not require any
elaboration — its growth rate
says it all. Africa is the third
candidate albeit, time frame
wise, a century later, provi-
ded it can acquire the right
kind of leadership.

The USA must look at this
unfolding scenario in a ma-
ture fashion. The subject of
security apart, world trading
systems have to be made
much more malleable and in-
grained with a level playing
field; the onus lies with the
USA to get this rendered.
George W Bush has un-
questionably demonstrated
his credentials as a discer-
ning political leader. He now
has to establish his sagacity
as an equally discerning hu-
man being, one who is
conducive to empathy, in the
days ahead. The world looks

at him with hope.
.
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A WEST ASIA / ISRAEL PM.’S COMMENTS UNACCEPTABLE’
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U S. rebukes Sharon for remarks

WASHINGTON, OCT. 6. In a rare public disagree-
ment between two strong allies, the White
House has rebuked the Israeli Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon for saying the United States
risked appeasing Arab nations at Israel’s ex-
pense like Hitler was appeased on the eve of
World War 11

“The Prime Minister’s comments are unac-
ceptable,” said the U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush’s spokesman, Mr. Ari Fleischer. ““Is-
rael has no stronger friend and ally in the
world than the United States, and President
bush is especially a close friend of Israel,” he
told reporters. He said the U.S. view had been
communicated to Mr. Sharon through the U.S.
Embassy in Israel and the National Security
Council.

Mr. Sharon yesterday called on the U.S. and
the West not to seek Arab support for a war
against global terrorism at Israel’s expense,
citing the “dreadful mistake of 1938 when
Europe “‘decided to sacrifice Czechoslovakia”
to the Nazis. Israel, he said, “will not be Cze-
choslovakia.” “The United States is not doing
anything that would appease the Arabs at Is-
rael’s expense,” Mr. Fleischer said.

Mr. Sharon’s blast came after Mr. Bush said
on Tuesday that part of his long-term vision
for peace in West Asia was a Palestinian State.
Mr. Bush said this had “‘always” been his pol-

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush,
walks out of the Oval Office before
delivering a statement in the Rose

Garden at the White House in
Washington on Friday. — AP

icy. The New York Times had reported that the
Bush administration had planned a West Asia
policy initiative, including endorsement of a

Palestinian statemen\%xat was deralled by the
September 11 attacks.

Mr. Fleischer said the U.S had been working
for months to press the parties to end the vio-
lence and return to a political dialogue and
“the United States will continue to press both
Israel and the Palestinians to move forward.”
The dispute marked a rare public disagree-
ment between the two allies since the Septem-
ber 11 attacks on New York and Washington.
Israel is the largest recipient of U.S. assistance,
estimated at $3 billion a year.

In response to Mr. Fleischer’s comments, a
Sharon aide, Mr. Zalman Shoval, said Mr. Sha-
ron did not mean to imply the U.S. had acting
dishonorably. ‘“Prime Minister Sharon, of
course, did not imply in any way that America
and its leaders were dealing in a dishonour-
able way in the present situation as far as it
pertains to Israel,” he said.

“What the Prime Minister intended was to
make a warning to everyone, including our-
selves, but especially to the leaders of the free
world, that appeasement never works,"" Mr.
Shoval said. Mr. Bush has been seeking sup-
port from Arab and Islamic nations for a coali-
tion for his mission to bring Saudi- born
militant Osama Bin laden to justice. Bin laden,

the prime suspect in the attacks, is believed
be hiding in Afghanistan. — Reuters




Times News Network
NEW DELHTI: If India had expect-
ed a clear-cut public endorsement
of its stand against the cross-border
terrorism  emanating  from
Pakistan, it was certainly not forth-
coming in as many words.
1t does seem like both the
US. and Britain do not
want to say anything that
may put Pakistan’s Gen
Pervez Musharraf in any
sort of difficulty.

British premier Tony
Blair, here on a brief
“working visit”, made it
clear on Saturday that
although his country
agreed with India that ter-
rorism should be fought in
all its forms by the emerg-
ing international coalition,
the current targets were
Osama bin Laden, his ter-
rorist network and camps
and the Taliban.

As for Kashmir, Mr
Blair extended his “deep-

British Prime Minister
media as Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and defence minister Jaswant Singh look on in
New Delhi on Saturday

mediapersons on Saturday morning
was devoted to Afghanistan. Earlier
in the day, Mr Blair met Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee for a
35-minute discussion.

Asked about the inherent con-

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER?
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ony Blair

addresses

Blair to India: Let’s tackle
«® sama, Taliban firs

Vajpayee sticks to his guns on fighting terr?ﬁr\'»ism
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Mr Vajpayee, who addressed the
media along with the British pre-
mier, made India’s position clear,
saying terrorism could not be tack-
led selectively. “We are fighting a
global war against terrorism and
there has to be a global
solution to it,” he said. In
an obvious reference to
Pakistan, Mr Vajpayee said
countries “should not be
allowed to pursue their
own terrorist agendas
under the cover of this
action” against terrorism.
“Condoning a militant act
in one place may lay the
foundation for a more vir-
ulent attack elsewhere. The
attack on Srinagar hit at
the symbol of the state’s
% democratic polity,” he
M remarked, stating that he
g and Mr Blair had also dis-
cussed “the sinister agenda
behind the Srinagar blast”.

Both India and Britain
agreed that Afghanistan
needed a broadbased gov-

the

est sympathies” for the vic-
tims of the recent attack on the
Srinagar legislative assembly, say-
ing, “Such outrages have no place in
any civilised society and those who
perpetrate them should be brought
to justice.” But that was all. The rest
of his brief appearance before

tradiction in seeking Pakistan’s
help in the war against terrorism,
Mr Blair said it was important to
realise that the focus was on deal-
ing with the situation in
Afghanistan and closing down Bin
Laden’s network and camps.

.- ‘\; (U]

emment, one that represented all
ethnic groups and did not export
extremism or terrorism. Lauding
India’s strong stand, Mr Blair said
the Indian govt. had made clear what
help it could offer in the planned w

against extremist activities. )



e SECURITY GUARANTEE FOR TASHKENT AGAINST AFGHAN BACKLASH -

U.S. troops on way to Uzbekistan

By Vladimir Radyuhin

Moscow, oCT. 5. Uzbekistan has
given the green light to massive
U.S. military presence on its terri-
tory, with elite American troops
already on the way to the Central
Asian republic.

Itar-Tass quoted a U.S. govern-
ment official as saying that 1,000
U.S. troops from the 10th Moun-
tain Division were “in the air” en
route to Uzbekistan. The disclo-
sure was made after the Defence
Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
completed talks with the Uzbek
President, Mr. Islam Karimov, in
Tashkent on Friday.

Diplomatic sources said the
two leaders discussed U.S. pay-
ment for using Uzbekistan’s facil-
ities and security guarantees for
the country in case of a backlash
from the Taliban. The Uzbek
President also sought American
help in forcing Tajikistan, which
has tense relations with Uzbekis-
tan, to close down the military
camps of the Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan (IMU) on its territo-
ry. The Taliban-backed IMU is
committed to overthrowing the
secular regime in Uzbekistan and
replacing it with a fundamentalist
caliphate.

A Russian daily today quoted an
Uzbek official as saying that 200
U.S. troops were already in Uz-
bekistan setting up reconnais-
sance, communication and
logistic facilities at the military
bases in Khanabad and Termez
for the impending anti-terrorist
operation in Afghanistan.

AP reports from Tashkent:

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr.
Rumsfeld, visiting West Asia and
Central Asia to build support for
the international battle against
terrorism, said on Thursday the
battle may involve less use of mil-
itary force than was commonly
assumed. He offered the strongest
suggestion yet that while the U.S.
‘military would play a role, its con-
tribution may be relatively small.
Some also believe military action
may not come soon. The French

This television image released by Qatar’s Al-Jazeera television company on Friday shows

the most recent visual of the Saudi fugitive, Osama bin Laden, at an undisclosed location,
with his top lleutenant, Ayman al-Zawahn, (left). It Is belleved to be a recording of the
celebration of the union of Osama’s Al-Qaeda and Al Zawahri’s Egyptian Jehad — AP

Defence Minister said no retalia-
tion was expected for several
weeks.

On the other hand, Mr. Rums-
feld did not rule out the possibil-
ity of taking military action to
ensure that the Taliban’s air de-
fence forces do not pose a threat
to the delivery of American food
aid to parts of Afghanistan. He
said U.S. military planes would
make airdrops of food, but said
details were being worked out.

The U.S. has assembled more
than 30,000 troops in the region
around Afghanistan, including
two aircraft carrier battle groups,
a contingent of Marines, hun-
dreds of land-based warplanes
and preparations for army special
operations soldiers to conduct
hit-and-run raids inside Afghan-
istan.

Mr.

Rumsfeld, however,

seemed to indicate that the first
purpose of that growing military
might is to apply pressure — as
the freezing of terrorist groups’
money is applying a financial
squeeze — rather than to launch a
major attack. He stressed that it
could take unexpected turns, but
would eventually succeed.

Pak. offer to Zahir Shah

An AFP report from Rome said
the former Afghan monarch, Mr.
Mohammed Zahir Shah, today re-
ceived the first direct contact
from the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, on plans to
form a post-Taliban government
in the country.

A letter from Gen. Musharraf
passed to the ex-king’s entourage
by the Italian Foreign Ministry re-
quested Mr. Zahir Shah to send
an envoy for urgent talks in Isla-
mabad to discuss the political fu-
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ture of Afghanistan, the Ministry
said. Gen. Musharraf had handed
the letter to Italy’'s Deputy For-
eign Minister, Ms. Margherita Bo-
niver, during talks in Islamabad
yesterday.

The development came on a
day of behind-the-scenes diplo-
macy in the Italian capital, which
has played host to the exiled king
since he was removed in a coup in
1973 after ruling the central Asian
country for 40 years.

Mr. Zahir Shah and his advisors
held talks with the top U.S. diplo-
mat, Mr. Richard Haass, the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush’s
special envoy to Northern Ire-
land. His advisors said he was also

awaiting an envoy from the Tali- |

ban’s stronghold of Kandahar as
part of the intensifying quest for a
post-Taliban administration in
his country. J

|
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//OSAMA' AND THE DEEDS OF MASS TERROR

A FORCEFUL CASE has been presented by the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, against
Osama bin Laden, the suspected evil genius be-
hind the atrocities of mass terror that stunned
the world on September 11. The British refrain is
that some significantly credible links have been
established between Osama bin Laden and
those crimes against humanity. Now, the United
Kingdom is certainly privy to much of the sensi-
tive intelligence that the United States is said to
be mobilising in this connection. The U.K. is a
prime ally of the U.S. in its current diplomatic
“campaign” against all forms of terrorism with a
clear impact on the conscience of the entire
global community. Yet, Mr. Blair clarified in the
House of Commons on Thursday that the
strands of intelligence inputs which he unveiled
should not be routinely weighed against the le-
gal touchstone of an “evidentiary” case. The
reason is plain enough. As suitably stated by
him, delicate is the need to protect the integrity
of the ongoing investigative process in the U.S.
and Britain as also elsewhere. This singular con-
sideration has prevented him from disclosing
“other intelligence” of “an even more direct na-
ture”’. Washington and London appear to have
shared the more valuable information with the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, which has
already identified itself with the security inter-
ests of a prime member such as the U.S., and
with the British opposition leaders as the case
might be. On the whole, therefore, Mr. Blair has
outlined a virtual first information report on the
worldwide suspicions about Osama bin Laden’s
hideous role in the mini-holocaust that oc-
curred in America on September 11.

Mr. Blair’s latest parliamentary statement
on this issue of global concern centres on sever-
al important “intelligence” findings. One of the
closest lieutenants of Osama bin Laden is said to
have “admitted the involvement of (their) Al-
Qaeda organisation’’. At least three of the plane
hijacke/j:/ho carried out the suicidal raids on

September 11 have been “positively identified
as (the) known associates” of the suspected
mastermind himself. The intelligence sleuths
have reportedly traced the criminal trail of a
terrorist, who died in the latest suicidal attacks,
to the earlier bombings of an American naval
vessel, in one instance, and two U.S. embassies
in Africa in the other case. Reinforcing the in-
vestigative ‘lead’ of this kind is the circumstan-
tial ‘evidence’ now unearthed by the American
secret services and others, that Osama bin La-
den had told his associates prior to September
11 itself that he “had a major operation against
America under preparation” and that they
should return to their secure bases in the Tali-
ban-controlled Afghanistan before that date.
Another major dimension of Mr. Blair’s case re-
veals a symbiotic relationship between the Tali-
ban and Osama bin Lagen’s Al-Qaeda.

Objectivgly,’ éhere 1S é need to discount
Mr. Blair's version on the dpecious ground that
the U.S. rather than the U.X., America’s closest
ally, should have been the fi¥st to take the world
into confidence in this manner. The truth sim-
ply is that the U.K. and many other countries,
including India, have lost their citizens in the
terrorist carnage that has outraged the civilised
world as never before. India, a victim of exter-
nally-sponsored terrorism, as also Pakistan are
among those being kept informed by the U.S.
about the progress of its probe against Al-Qae-
da. Given the Taliban’s original links with Pakis-
tan in this specific context, it is of utmost
investigative salience that Islamabad should
have reckoneg the evidence adduced by the U.S.
as an adequafe basis for a possible indictment in
a court of law. For the Taliban, a coded diplo-
matic message from Pakistan cannot be more
forthright. With the international community
closing in on the Taliban’s diplomatic flanks,
such as they exist, the regime in Kabul should at
least now think of allowing Osama bin Laden to
face the due process of law.




“ Blair puts Tallban on notlce

By B. Muralidhar Reddy M @,

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 5. The British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
who has emerged as the leading
campaigner for the United States
in its fight against international
terrorism, today along with the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, put the Taliban on no-
tice to either hand over the Saudi
dissident, Osama bin Laden, or be
prepared to face the consequenc-
es, which could include the demise
of the militia.

Mr. Blair, who flew in here for a
four-hour - ‘working visit' from

Moscow, declared in the presence

of Gen, Musharraf, after a 90-min-
ute meeting with him at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadar (Presidential palace),
that there was “overwhelming and
compelling” evidence of Osama’s
direct involvement in the Septem-
ber 11 attacks on the U.S.

In his comments to a select
group of correspondents, Mr. Blair
said “‘the Taliban has a choice. Ei-
ther it yields on the demand of
Osama or becomes part of the
people shielding Osama. In such a
case, the Taliban would be our le-
gitimate enemy.”

Gen. Musharraf echoed the sen-
timents of Mr. Blair on the evi-
dence leading to the involvement

of Osama in the September 11-

strikes but maintained that Pakis-
tan would not “stand in judgment
on the details.” In response to a
question, he admitted that in the
course of their talks, they had dis-
cussed the “future of Afghanistan
and we did take into account all
possibilities.”

Mr. Blair emphasised that a re-
sponse to the September 11 inci-
dents was not aimed against the

The British Prime Minister, Mr-Tony Blair, with the Pakistan
President, Gen. Musharraf, in islamabad on Friday. — Reuters

people of Afghanistan. “Let me say
still less Islam. Islam is a peaceful
religion. and a vast majority of
Muslims is outraged at the Sep-
tember 11 incidents. It is not a
crime against the West but against
humanity.”

Britain and Pakistan have come
together under extraordinary cir-

Blalr In Delhi: Page 12 |

cumstances. Ever since the mili-
tary coup of October 1999, the
United Kingdom has been en-
gaged in a slanging match with the
Musharraf regime.

But today, Mr. Blair declared the
revival of the U.K.-Pakistan de-
fence cooperation and pledged his
full support for debt reduction.

“September 11 has changed the

world. Pakistan has made the right
choice. Result would be good for
the international community and
Pakistan. Let me assure you we will

not walk away. Neither would oth- +

ers. Now is the time for us to use
our friendship.”

Earlier, the Taliban said it was
prepared to put Osama on trial in
an Afghan court if the U.S. provid-
ed solid evidence against him. The
Afghan Ambassador to Pakistan,
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, said
here “we are prepared to try him if
America provides solid evidence of
Osama bin Laden’s involvement in
the attacks in New York and Wash-
ington.” On whether the Taliban
would allow the trial in another
country, he said: “We are willing to
talk about that, but first we must
be given the evidence.”
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Tel Aviv/Jerusalem, October 5 \'9)

THE ISRAELI Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, renounced a week-
old West Asia ceasefire last
night, and accused Washington
of sacrificing the Jewish state to
win Arab support for a broad war
coalition.

“All our efforts to arrive at a
ceasefire were defeated at the
hand of the Palestinians. Firing
didn’t stop even for a day,” Sharon
said. “Therefore the. Cabinet

directed the security apparatusto

bring full security to the citizens
of Israel. We can rely on our-
selves, and from today onwards
we will rely only on ourselves.”

The scathing attack on the west-
ern diplomatic campaign ‘arrived
only hours after a Palestinian
gunman dressed in an Israeli
paratrooper’s uniform rampaged
through a bus station in northern
Galilee, killing three Israelis and
wounding eight others.

THE US on Friday objected
Israel Prime Minister Ariél
Sharun’s “unacceptable” com-
ments on US West Asia policy.

On Thursday Sharon had
said that the US should not
“conciliate” with Arabs at
Israel’s expense. White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said
Prime Minister Sharon’s com-
ments were “unacceptable in
the President’s opinion”.

AFP, Jerusalem

Sharon said: “Don’t repeat the
terrible mistake of 1938 when the
enlightened democracies of
Europe decided to sacrifice

* Czechoslovakia for a convenient

temporary solution. Do not try to
placate the Arabs at our
expense.” The statement added:
“We will not be able to accept

that. Israel will not be Czechoslo-

“Sharon lashes out atAWa ‘

QD\('(FV ‘USunhappy |\

vakia. Israel will fight terror.”

The prime minister’s blunt
remarks and his resort to a
metaphor that is a staple of
Israeli right-wing rhetoric — th:-
failed policy of appeasement that
allowed Hitler's march across
Europe — was aimed at domestic
opinion.

On the ground, meanwhile.
officials from Mr Arafat’s Fatah
faction accused Israel of resum-
ing its strategy of assassinations
after an activist, Rami Kamel, 21,
lost a hand in an explosion in the
West Bank city of Bethlehem.

“I hold the Israeli government
responsible for this assassina-
tion attempt which comes after
Israel’s inner security cabinet
decision to carry out assassina-
tions,” said Kamel Hmeid, a
Fatah official in Bethlehem.

Yesterday’s attack in Galilee
produced the first Israeli fatali-
ties inside the Jewish state since
the ceasefire,
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/é Senate

votes to lift
sanctions

o
on Pakist
scences WO ¢iA

WASHINGTON/ISLAMABAD,
Jct. 5. — The US Senate has
mnanimously passed a leg-
slation lifting sanctions im-
sosed on Pakistan after Gen-
>ral Pervez Musharraf's coup
m 1999, while the UK ann-
ounced renewal of defence
cooperation with Islamabad,
suspended since 1998, .
The Senate foreign relations
committee approved the
legislation unanimously on
Wednesday.

The legislation would also
provide the government
flexibility in offering military
aid to any country helping the
USA in its campaign against
terrorism. Senate leaders,
however, warned that the

lifting of sanctions would be

temporary and could be re-

imposed in 2004 if Pakistan °

backtracked on its cooperation
with USA and failed to move
towards democracy.
The British Prime Minister,
who had an hour-long meeting
with Gen Pervez Musharraf
here today, promised a fresh
package of help to Pakistan,
including IMF aid.
Britain will support steps in
the European Union for tradﬁ
and economic cooperation wit
Ba»lds/tglr;. An agreement on the
ssue is likely on Monday, Mr
T'ony Blair told journalists.
He said Pakistan would agree
0 a broad-based government
n Afghanistan if the Taliban
‘egime fell. '
“We've agreed that if the
urrent Taliban regime fails to
ield up Bin Laden and it falls,
ts successor must be broad-
ased with every key ethnic
Toups being represented, in-
luding the.Pashiuns....”
About the 11 September
ttacks, he said: “This was not
crime against the West. It
/as a crime against humanity.”
Gen. Musharraf. echoed, say-
ng he had personally con-
lemned “this human tragedy”
nd agreed that there was
vidence that Osama was
ehind it.
He expressed gratitude to Mr
lair “for his understanding of
1e problems being confronted

y Pakistan.” /
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FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR IN (

ISLAMABAD AND PRANAY
SHARMA IN DELHI

Oct. 5: On a day the US put
the final touches to a re-
sponse to the September
strikes, Britain and Pakistan
sounded a death knell for
Afghanistan’s Taliban, dis-
cussing a future for the coun-
. try that appeared to exclude
the hardline Islamic leader-
ship. »

“We have agreed that if the
current Taliban regime fails to
yield up bin Laden and it falls,
then its successor must be

broad-based with every key eth- 2

nic group heing represe 5

- cludig e Pashtuns. .. W
Blair, on-a global dash to shore:
up support for the terror war,
said in Islamabad after talks
* with Pervez Musharraf.

Acrass the border, Delhi, too,
aimed to sound out London on the
post-Taliban scenario as it read-
ied for the last leg of the British
Prime Minister's whistle-stop
tour. Blair touched down in Delhi
late tonight for a breakfast meet-
ing with Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee tomorrow. -

During his afternoon talks in
Islamabad, Blair reserved a pat
for Musharraf, praising his deci-
sion to back the US-led campaign
against Osanta bin Laden and the
Taliban. “I believe Pakistan has
made the right choice... The re-
sult will be a significant and last-
ing strengthening of the outside
world’s relations with Pakistan,”
he said. ‘

Blair’s visit is seen not only as
ashow of support for Pakistan’s
backing for the US-led terror war
and to ensure that position does
not waver, but also offers an op-
portunity to the military govern-
ment to boost its legitimacy in the
eyes of the world.

The Brigish Prime Minister
declared any military actioh
against Afghenistan should be
proportionste, targeted and “not
directed against the Afghan peo-
ple, who are not our enemy”.

Musharraf said there was evi-
dence that bin Laden was behind
it. “I personally... and my govern-
ment feel that there is evidence
leading to an association between
this terrorist act and Osama bin
Laden,” he said at a joint press
conference. “However, we are not
standing in judgement on the de-
tails of this evidence,” he added.

The Pakistan President also
expressed gratitude o Blair “for

A\

his understmdmg mf the prob-
lems being confrented by Pak-
istan and my govermment”, refer-
ring to the opposition: te the US
campaign by his country’s funda-
mentalist parties.

“Pakistan certainly looks for-
ward to much healthier, much
closer, much better relations with
the UK in future,” he said.

As though in response, Britain
annqunced major concessions for
Pakistan, renewing defence coop-
eration suspended since the nu-
clear tests: Blair also promised
Musharraf IMF aid, apart from
$40 million for Afghan refugees,
and said he would support steps
in the European Union for trade
and economic cooperation.

‘Amid the words of praise

Blair rained on his Pakistan coun-
terpart, a sceptical Delhi awaited

- a confirmation from the British

Prime Minister of Musharraf’s
commitment to rooting out terror-
ism. Shaken by reports of Pak-
istar’s hand in the suicide strike
on the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly earlier this week, it in-

- tended to find out from Blair how

serious Musharraf was.

Delhi has been trying to con-
vince the West, particularly the
US, that Pakistan is “part of the
problem and not the solution” of
global terror. It has hailed
Musharraf’s decision to join the
terror fight but is firm that Islam-
abad’s words must match its ac-
tions against terrorists operating
from its soil.

Blan‘andMus}mrraf atapressconferencemlslamabad (AFP)

List letdown

FROMEPNAYAR

Washington, Oct. 5: Belying ex-
pectations that more Pakistan-
sponsored Kashmiri outfits
would be cited by the US state de-
partment as terrorist organisa-
tions, the Bush administration

‘today released a list of such

groups with little change from the
one it had issued two years ago.
This year’s list primarily fo-
cuses on al Qaida, led by Osama
bin Laden. It also lists several
Palestinian groups, including
Hamgs, the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine and
continues to remain on the list.

Troops for Central Asia

Islamabad/Washington, Oct. 5
(Reuters): The US sent troops to
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan’s north-

- ern neighbour, today as Washing-

ton readied its response to last
month’s attacks on New York and
Washington.

A US defence official said 1,000
troops from the US 10th Mountain
Division were on their way to
Uzbekistan, closmg in on the Tal-
iban.

“The purpase Bto ensure that
we have a trap set around
Afghanistap in which everyone
supports the things we need to
do,” British Prime Minister Tony
Blair said in Islamahad, where he
is on a whistle-stop visit o shore
up support against giobal texrror

However, Uzbek President
Islam Karimov said he was op-
posed to any military strike
against Afghanistan and would
not allow US special operations
forces to be deployed from his
country

But Karimov said he would
allow US forces to use one airfield
for humanitarian or search-and-
rescue operations.

Asked during a joint news con-~
ference with visiting US defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld why
he would not allow special forces

to work out of his country, Kari-
mov said: “We are not quite ready
for this.”

But as American and British
forces on sea, land and air fi-
nalised logistical arrangements
in the Gulf, Centrat Asia and the
Indian Ocean, US intelligence of-

hngesofMohammadAtta

(eft corner) and Abdut Aziz
alOmar in a picture at an ATM
a day before the attack. SeeP4

ficials, quoted by the Wadfington
Post, told members of Congress it
was highly probable that mili-
tants linked to Osama bin Laden
would attempt another major at-
tack on American targets at home
or abroad in the near future.

One official, quoted by the
Post, said there was a “100 per cent
chance” of an attack should
the US strike at Afghanistan for

refusing to hand over their prime
suspect.

Rumsfeld said he had an
inkling of bin Laden’s where-
abouts, but not an exact location.

“The important thing is to see
that we put enough pressure on
the terrorist and the people who
harbour terrorists through a vari-
ety of means over a sustained pe-
riod,” Rumsfeld said. Convention-
al weapons would not be the deter-
mining factor in the war on ter-
rorism, he added.

“It undoubtedly will prove to -

4

be a lot more likea cold war thana
hot war;” Rumsfeld told reporters.

But deputy defense secretary
Paul Wolfowitz said today there is
“broad agreement” among aides
to focus first on the Taliban and
bin Laden but indicated Iraq
could be a future target.

Rumsfeld was busy shoringup
support among Arab states. He
held talks with Sultan Qaboos of
Oman and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak before heading
for Uzbekistan.

Nato secretary-general George
Robertson also urged more global
cooperation to win the “war on
terrorism”, describing Afghan-
istan as a “black hole” that has be-
come a safe haven for terrorists.

p———
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Blair comes with Pak under his bel

M Gets Musharraf to OK Osama evu(l)ence, will discuss Kashm|r, post-Taliban govt with Vajpayee

SONIA TRIKHA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5

JIRMING up Islam-

abad’s support in the

“war against terror-

ism” by renewing de-
fence cooperation suspended
since the 1998 nuclear tests and
announcing generous €conomic
concessions, British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair is expected in
New Delhi late tonight.

In his talks with Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee, sched-
uled for tomorrow, the two lead-
ers are expected to discuss the
action apainst the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan and the
nature of a post-Taliban govern-
ment in the country.

Blair will also meet Home
Minister L K Advani and Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh. Also on the agenda is the
situation in the region, including
the recent militant attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir. There is
concern that the rhetoric—fol-,
lowing recent killings in Srina-
gar—should not escalate tension
between India and Pakistan.

As for a post-Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan, while In-
dia supports the Northern Al-
liance, Blair’s proposals include
a more broad-based govern-

Pursestrings open
wider for Palstan

n WASHWGTON. AUS Senate
panelon Thursday rewardsd Pakistan
for its cooperation with American anti- |
terrorism efforts, approving legistation
to aase military and other aid 1o that
oounuyevmhe dtwoyears. The
Senate commities's action came after

aﬁéirsof.lanﬁK"

ment to.include all ethnic tribes.

. In Islamabad, speaking to re-
porters after an hour-long meet-
ing with Pak President General

~ «Pervez Musharraf, Blair said:

“We have agreed that if the cur-
rent Taliban regime fails to yield
up bin Laden and it falls, then its
successor must be broad-based
with every key ethnic group be-
ing represented including the
Pashtuns.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

i e
Musharraf with Blair after their one-hour meeting before the British PM left for New Delhi. Reuters
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been in a dilemma between two

kinds of response to the threat
posed by international terrorism. Bush
is under political pressure to extract
vengeance and find a ‘quick fix’ solution.
That pressure has made him focus
relentlessly on Osama bin Laden, and
the Taliban.

Professionals are unanimous that the
fight against terrorism cannot be fought
against one person, one organisation or
in one country. Terrorists have no State,
but belong to networks that are inter-
locked, porous and spread across many
countries. They can only be fought by cre-
ating an opposing network of the intelli-
gence agencies and military assets of all’
States that are, or could be, threatened by
terrorists; by identifying and destroying
terrorist nodes, and breaking the links
that join them.

The speeches of Colin Powell, General
Shelton and others have reflected this
growing awareness, but as of today the
conflict between the two alternative
strategies remains unresolved. And that
conflict is once more resulting in Ameri-
can actions that threaten to drive a wedge
between the US and India. The wedge is
taking the form of a revival of military
and economic relations between the US
and Pakistan. It’s a dizzyingly rapid reha-
bilitation of Pakistan from the nether
zones of a failing near-terrorist State to a
darling of the western alliance in this
new ‘war’ against terrorism!

Within the space of two weeks, the US
has gone back on an earlier decision to
lift post-Pokhran sanctions on only India
and has lifted them on both India and
Pakistan. It has also piloted the resched-
uling (and thereby partial write-off) of
$ 30 billion of Pakistan’s debt. Equally
significant is the sudden love affair of the
European Union with Pakistan. Mushar-
raf’s promise of wholehearted support of
the US against Afghanistan was followed
by the descent on Islamabad of high level
EU dignitaries, who went away utterly
charmed and had no difficulty in agree-
ing to rescheduling Pakistan’s debt.

Musharraf’s response to these huge
concessions could hardly have given
American and European policy makers
any comfort. He soon announced that his
government will not break its diplomatic
ties with the Taliban. His foreign minis-
ter warned other nations, that is, Russia,
the CIS States and the US, not to support
the Northern Alliance. Musharraf also
said that Pakistan would not allow its
bases to be used by the US for any attack
on Afghanistan.

But all this has not yet given xfse to any
second thoughts in Washington or the EU

SINCE SEPTEMBER 11, the US has

The West's amnesia towards Palkistan defies belief

Eyes wide shut

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

BROTHERS IN ARMS: George W. Bush with Tony Blair

capitals. Only hours after Pakistan’s
spate of announcements, the US agreed
to supply it with military hardware and
sophisticated electronic surveillance
equipment. Powell has offered Pakistan
helicopter gunships to patrol the Afghan
border. This has been followed by the pro-
posed visit of Tony Blair to Islamabad
reportedly on Friday.

Believe it or not, Blair is going to dis-
cuss ways to bridge the gap between Pak-
istan and the Northern Alliance in the
fight against the Taliban. Blair seems to
have conveniently forgotten that between
100,000 and 150,000 Pakistanis have spent
the last decade fighting with the Taliban
against the alliance.

To Indians, this is like revisiting a
nightmare. Although so far the US has
promised only $ 50 million worth of mili-
tary equipment, few of India’s policy
makers have forgotten that military aid
to Pakistan under the Baghdad Pact also
started with a mere $ 50 million in 1955.
By the time Pakistan decided to use
American hardware to launch the 1965
war, this aid had exceeded a billion dol-
lars. Powell’s offer of helicopter gunships
suggests that the process of inflation has
begun. There are no prizes for guessing
which border they will monitor.

Blair’s visit to Pakistan is also a part of
the nightmare. Few Indians have forgot-
ten that no country worked harder in 1948
to convince the Secyrity Council mem-
bers in New York and the American state
department in Washington to ignore the
Instrument of Accession, turn a blind
eye to Pakistan’s brazen military grab at

Kashmir, and force India to accept a reso-
Iution that put it on a legal and moral par
with Pakistan in the search for a solution
in Kashmir. Britain’s sudden re-entry in
South Asia will reinforce Musharraf’s
bid to make the West turn a blind eye to
the jehadis in Kashmir on the grounds
that this is ‘a struggle for independence’.

For India, most ominous of &ll is the
West’s silence after Musharraf’swarning
that the so-called jehad in Kashmir is not
terrorism. Not only did this not bring any
denial from Washington, but the issue
was evaded by American ambassador

Robert Blackwill in a TV interview on .

Star TV. The silence has endured even
after the calculated two-week lull in
Lashkar and Jaish activities in Kashmir
was broken by two fidayeen attacks on
Sunday and Monday that killed not only
five soldiers, several CRPF men, and five
Kashmiri policemen, but more than 20
Kashmiri civilians.

How this, or the deaths at the hands of
‘insurgents’ of more than 9,800 civilians
over the last 11 years, squares with the
notion of a struggle for independence, or
with the explicit description of terrorism
by the US and UN as attacks on civilians,
remains utterly obscure.

The self-serving amnesia of the West
towards Pakistan defies belief. If the war
against terrorism requires cooperation
between a large number of States to build
an intelligence and military ‘counter-net-
work’, then this cooperation must be
voluntary. In Pakistan’s case alone, it
had to be purchased.

In Pakistan’s case, it could easily be

counterproductive. Intelligence acquired
through such cooperation is likely to be
flawed and information of joint actions
planned with such a partner is likely to
be leaked to the opponent. Surely, the
state department could not have forgotten

. that Ramzi Youssef evaded three traps

set for him by the Pakistani police
and FBI because he had been tipped off
in advance. Who tipped off Osama in 1998
when the Americans could bomb only
empty camps?

Washington has also forgotten that 2001
is not 1980. In 1980, Pakistan suffered from
no conflict of interest because the interests
of the Afghan Mujahideen, the US, and its
own, were in perfect alignment. That align-
ment was destroyed not on September 11,
but eight years earlier when one bunch of
Deobandi Islamic Zealots trained in Pak-
istani madrasas and owing allegiance to
Pakistani political parties turned their
guns on America while another turned
them on Kashmir and India.

Ramzi Youssef, who made the first
attempt to blow up the World Trade Cen-
ter in 1993, the assassin of two CIA oper-
atives in Langley, the five terrorists who
almost blew up 10 United Airlines jets in
the far east in 1994, and the Dar-es Salaam
and Nairobi bombers of 1998, all had
return air tickets to Karachi, presumably
en route to Peshawar. The last bombing
was unequivocally traced to Osama.

The same terrorist network has spread
seamlessly into Kashmir. On May 27 and
28, 1999, the Daily Telegraph and the
Independent of London, carried stories
they attributed to “western intelligence
sources” to the effect that a loose interna-
tional network coordinated by Pakistan’s
18I, embracing a wide range of terrorist
organisations from Algeria to Egypt to
central Asia and Afghanistan, was behind
the Pakistani incursion into Kargil.

When banned by the US for its links
with Bin Laden, the Harkat-ul-Ansar
resurfaced as the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen.
Following September 11, the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen has merged seamlessly into
the Jaish-e-Mohammed. The Jaish is
part of a four organisation jehadi net-
work that calls itself the Army of Islam’,
and contains the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, the
Al Badr Mujahideen and the Harkat-ul
Mujahideen. This ‘army’ is connected to
Bin Laden’s Al Qaeda and the ISI.

All this makes it impossible for Pakistan
to give its support to the West without giv-
ing up the jehad in Kashmir and running
the risk of a ‘jehad against itself’ within

- Pakistan. The West willlearn this soon but

by then it will have invested too much in
the Pakistan connection and too many
careers will be at stake for it to admit its
mistake and change tack.
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- & Hot pursuit, cold war ,
L B

LL THROUGH the Cold War, the

Americans had allies who were no less

tyrannical than those on the other

side of the Iron Curtain. Yet, the US
winked at their follies since they were its
partners in the battle against communism.
The Pakistani military dictators had a pride
of place among them. Now history appears to
be repeating itself. The US has again cosied
up to another military dictator in Islamabad.
And the price he is trying to extract is that
Washington should not be too inquisitive
about the background of the ‘freedom fight-
ers’ in Kashmir. Although the latest terrorist
outrage in Kashmir has caused some embar-
rassment even in Pakistan, the US has been
careful not to link the perpetrator, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, directly with Pakistan. The CNN
has even desisted from describing the suicide
squad as terrorists. Instead, it has used words
like militants, guerrillas and rebels.

That there is some recognition in the US of
India’s contention that terrorists cannot be
selectively targeted is evident from Colin
Powell’s remark that “we are going after ter-
rorism in a comprehensive way”, America’s
cautious approach is understandable since it
is aware of the difficulties under which
General Pervez Musharraf is functioning. In
fact, Iridia had told Pakistan that it did not

want to add to its problems at this stage.
However, the fidayeen attack in Srigagar is
bound to raise doubts about whether a coun-
try like Pakistan, which has sponsored terror-
ism for so many years, can suddenly turn
over a new leaf. As much has been noted by
an American analyst who has said that “it is
delusional to think that the US can reform the
Musharraf regime or elements in the Taliban
into responsible partners to fight terrorism”.
The question, therefore, is whether the US

. is again making the mistake it made during

the Cold War of not being too choosy about
its friends. It may not have mattered then
because the dictators in its camp confined
their repression to their own countries. But
now Pakistan and Afghanistan not only nur-
ture terrorists but also send them out in dif-
ferent directions — to Kashmir, Chechnya
and so on — to wage their jehad. The objec-
tive of Operation Enduring Freedom should
not only be the safety of the US, but the whole
world should feel safe. In fact, unless all the
nests of vipers in Pakistan and Afghanistan
are destroyed, the US cannot be fully safe.
Nor is it advisable to argue that Osama
bin Laden should be tackled first before
taking on the others. Since they all spring
from the same poisonous root, they must
all be crushed together. .~
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//ﬁush deploys
Big Two for
diplomatic

offensive
G\ \U

FROMAMITROYINLO N,
IDREES BAKHTIAR
ISLAMABAD AND REUTERS

Oct. 3: America has mounted a
diplomatic offensive whose scale
and sweep is matching the mas-
sive military build-up in the hunt
for Osama bin Laden, sending a
top defence official to West Asia,
persuading its closest ally to visit
Pakistan and holding direct talks
with the oppositiog-alliance in
Afghanistan. @

US defence secrétary Donald
Rumsfeld landed in Saudi Arabia
tonight as part of a support-build-
ing tour that will also take him to
Oman, Egypt and Uzbekistan.
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair is expected to arrive on Fri-
day in Pakistan, the only country
still recognising the Taliban, to
cement further Bush’s coalition
against terrorism.

Sources in Delhi said Blair,
who will also visit Moscow, may
touch down in Delhi if a schedule
could be worked out. Blair, who
will meet foreign minister
Jaswant Singh who reached Lon-
don today; spoke to Prime Minis-

ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee durinx

the day. (See Page 8)

Though the noose appeared to
tighten around the Taliban, the
presence of Blair and Rumsfled
in the region is likely to-give the
Afghan militia some breathing
space before a possible US mili-
tary strike. It is unlikely that
Washington will launch any oper-
ation until both have left.

But analysts said the time wi-
ndow for military action in Afg-
hanistan is narrowing fast and
several indicators point to a pos-
sible strike any time from early
next week.

Pakistan said it had received
from the US the first batch of evi-
dence that Washington says links
bin Laden to the attacks. But Pak-
istan added that it could not yet
say whether the first instalment
proved his guilt.
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# 4quse of Pak bases

DESIKAN THIRUNARRYANAPURAM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3. - The Pentagon plans
to minimise use of Pakistani bases in a milita-
ry strike against the Taliban, fearing that an
extensive deployment there could destabilse a
critical but volatile ally, the New York Times
reported today.

Quoting senior Bush administration officials,
the paper said US and Pakistani officials are
concerned about the growing anti-American
sentiment in the region. They are now plan-
ning on a much more modest use of Pakistan’s
installations. Pentagon officials have been
scrambling to make new logistical arrange-
ments, The Times said.

The defence secretary, Mr Donald H Rumsfeld,
left today on a three-day trip to Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Egypt and Uzbekistan to discuss basing
rights and other military issues. Pakistan was
conspicuously absent from his itinerary.

US officials have sought access to bases in
gsome former Soviet republics in Central Asia,
like Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, and in the Per-
sian Gulf.

Quoting a Pentagon official, the paper said the

USA had encountered “bumps in the road” in |

working out military arrangements in the re-
gion, and the administration had decided to
send Mr Rumsfeld to negotiate.

Pakistan's political fragility has forced the
Pentagon to look for other staging areas and
ways to improvise how America’s military
could plug the gap. "The fear in Pakistan is
clear-cut: a large US military presence might
provoke Islamic radicals into an uprising that
thrgatens its government,” The Times report
said.

The Pentagon has dispatched an aircraft carri-
er, the Kitty Hawk, to the Arabian Sea to serve
as a mobile offshore base for ground troops, in-
cluding special operations forces.

Was USA planning to make use of bases with-
in Pakistan? A senior administration official
said: "We are working very hard not to. And if
we do, we want to be very discreet. We do not
want to destabilise the Pakistani government.
They have been very cooperative so far.”

A Pakistani official said the USA had not
asked permission to station ground troops in
Pakistan and that he did mot expect the US
military to deploy fighter jéts, bombers for ex-
tended periods of time.



‘peppe oy ,‘peddogs sey
s UBTUTSeTRd O} WO 90US]
~0la 9JU0 PAISPISU0D 9q LU0 UBO
unnn[us Jo 1108 STy 38y st Jutod
Y], "S9TRIS O[IIS0Y Y)IM SInBaT}
© durnioy Jo [eeasy o pesod
e oadoony Jo Anue juassad 03
' AJLN09s pL3LL 03 Jafqns
wa [eBIS] Aq peSesiaue-
~mE oy jey) pesiseydwe o
‘pres uissiy I ‘0P
+; poandord ueeq JoASU peY
iviuuptop pue suenpdA3g
uig ey oy jsed oYy
1010 jyey) Sumgjewos —
121 2 SURIUNSIR oY) Iajjo
) podedaad osTe a1om oM JBYY
W9} OpEul UOIBYS N YIUOW
Aluo ‘goey Ul -jueurjred
J1es ayy ul “roded uo Bur
Sjepnaan sem uepd B yons jeyy
SIEMEB OI9M S\, ‘978BIS UBIUTY
5918 { » Jo espl ay3 petoddns
ignd pey uopeIISTUTUPE

ysng oy3 308y 8y3 £q pastd
-Ing jusem 9y pres ‘uoieyg
PUY I “I93SIUI]N WL
19Bas] oy} J0j uewsayods
Joyo ‘uissir) uweuURY I
L surerqoad e1sy

1890 93 Sula[os A[srewInin
03 18d A1885900U O3 S8 M
soa1de plIom oyj Jo jsour,
yomym jusumrer}jes B 1oy Jurd
-on[q o[qels, B8 papiaoxd sie
-sodoxd (oY) 8Y3 pres oy
'8g000ad 99vad oy3 uI o8] MoU
B8 3u1)B00ApE j0U SBM 9 1BY}
puUB SOIOWIJUS8D Ul JPBUIL,
SBM BISY 3890 Ul ssaxSoad 3ur
-£88 Aq ‘[9BJS] WOJ] WS[IILIO
[fe3sa10f 03 paLy ysng TN
* Stoujaed

[enba s®, (owis] opisduore
91818 uBIUNS9[B Juepuad
-apur ue jo jedsord oy Ino
Pioy 03 Aepaeysaf uoydug ut
90USIJUO0 m .Bo MA " aoom%

Sy pesn JaIiB[g Auoj I
"WSLIOLIO]) U0 JeM J0J S97B)S
qery Jo 3uryorq o9yj 2ianoss o}
110J I9pIM ® JO Ja1ed sBm 9A0W
s, unjdurysepy ey} sudis atom
atayj) ‘xensmoly sduryoeliy
oppINs 9y} Aq USYBIBAO UB9]
PBY 2ANBIIUL 943} INq ‘laqura)
-deg 11 9i0Joq UOIUBAIIL
s,uojduiysepy Suuredsad useq
PBY ‘[[oM0d ul[o)) usy) ‘93els
Jo Lrejeqoes oyl pies A9y,
‘Bup[ing uonIBOOD B poUIIB
A[I00dIp 10U BJam STUIUWIOD
STy ey} pesiseydure uorjery
-sturpe ysng oyJ, . poroeds
-31 ST 981X2 03 [owas] Jo ySu
93 se 3uo[ os ‘uoisia ¥ jo jied
B Uooq s{emie sBy 9)8}S URIUN)
-S91ed ® jo Bopt 9y, -pies o
‘sse00ad eovad paourieq

® Jo s[B08 9y} Jo U0 aq p[noys
9)B1S UuBIUNSa[R ] B Juifes
im?mamg aanssoad yoans poy

-29aa ysng I ‘ssa00ad oyj
ur aeduo 03 ainssaid asuay
-Ul J9pun awod sey uojdul
-YSBM ‘s91B}S qRBIy 9jetepouwr
Buowre sor[[B .10] YoIBIS S
utyng ‘uoturdo fjoeas] unneus
-i{e POYSLI pUB ‘JUSUISAJOAUL
1oadip wod) Aeme Juilys Joj
PoSIDIRLID U9aq SBY YIIYM ‘U0T}
-BIjSIUIWpE SIY 10] punoid
MOU |9¥odq dA0W sysng I

“10.1497 Jsurede uorifeod (8
-qo[3 ® p[INg 0} 31018 §() JO 81}
-U8d Ay} 0JUT JSTLIY) Sem ssad04d
aowad ®ISY 189p 9Y3 JO @anj
-T 9Y) SE 91eIS UBIUNISO[R] JUe
-puadepur ur 1o 4roddns gn jo
1adsoad ayj Jno piey Lepiaissh
ysung m 081009 I — ‘€ 'P0
WHTYSNHHA/NOLONIHSVM

i\ NOANO1 'SIWIL IHL
< T HINIYM HIHJOLSIHHD
: ONV NOS1VM GNVI0H

e :»/ r‘s,..'

=TT TTS .====mo_=._ 10} _._2_._3 0 spuly ysng

"4 00T 201

]
i
e

o _ ._.&mq — "Aspsaupapy uo E.:w uNuo 2: ul S__u uewund =u_==3_e._ om} 81} §o 810 jo Apog ayy ALIBD SI18IPJUS 1jeBIS]

*d



.\

\O

\X By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 3. With the U.S. Defence
retary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, on a four-nati
tour of West and Central Asia, as part of the fin
preparations for a strike against Afghanistan,
the Pentagon is going about the routine of beef-
ing up the war machinery in and around the
Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea. More than
2200 National Guards and Reserves have been
called up for active duty bringing the total to
over 22,000 as of date.

The administration is keen on keeping the Ta-
liban militia guessing as to what is in the offing.

| Militarily, more than two aircraft carriers are in

place, a third is on the way and a fourth is in the
Meditterranean. More than 350 planes are avail-
able for combat, not to speak of the more heavy
bombers in Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean.
Elite commandos of Britain and the U.S. are
believed to be on the ground in Afghanistan and
in neighbouring Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

Terrorist camps
AFP, AP report:
The Washington Times today reported quot-

ing unidentified U.S. defence officials that in-
telligence operatives had identified 23 “terrorist

training camps” in Afghanistan that had been
targeted for military action. It said a small num-
ber of warplanes, tanks and anti- aircraft missile
sites belonging to the Taliban had also been
tagged for action by U.S. forces massing in
South Asia, according to the officials. The train-
ing camps were reportedly located in northeast
Afghanistan, under areas where the opposition
Northern Alliance is active, as well as in the east
and the south, near Kabul and the cities of Jala-
labad and Khost.

In presenting its case against Osama bin La-
den to U.S. allies, the Bush administration said
some of the terrorists involved in the Sept. 11
attack had also been linked to the east Africa
embassy bombings and the attack on the USS
Cole. Two senior administration officials said
this was part of a presentation made on Tuesday
by the State Department counter-terrorism
chief, Mr. Frank Taylor, to NATO allies in Brus-
sels. The presentation was part of the U.S. cam-
paign to garner international support for its
contention that Osama bin Laden and his Al-
Qaeda organisation were responsible for the ter-
ror attacks. Several hijackers involved in the at-
tacks three weeks ago had links to Al-Qaeda, the
officials said.

/ 9, Pentagon beefs up war machinery

The Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, said
information was sent out on Monday to a large
number of nations which “powerfully made the
case’ against the Al-Qaeda organisation for the
terrorist attacks three weeks ago.

“We traced the history of this organisation, its
recent activities and events around the 11th —
before and after. I think it's a persuasive case,”
he said, speaking with reporters after a meeting
with the Greek Foreign Minister.

The NATO allies had conditioned material
support for the U.S. under the NATO charter on
convincing information that the attacks were di-
rected from abroad.

U.S. request to NATO

A Reuters report from Brussels, quoting a NA-
TO spokesman, said the U.S. presented a first
list of requests for practical assistance to its NA-
TO allies today in response to the attacks. He
declined to give details except to say the re-
quests were part of the campaign against in-
ternational terrorism and it was up to each of
the 18 other allies to decide how it could help.

“The United States made a collective request
to NATO this morning at the North Atlantic
Council meeting,” the spokesman told report-
ers.




" TERRORISM / U.S. DESPATCHES THIRD AIRCRAFT CARRIER
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Yo mission: Bu

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 2. The Pentagon
has dispatched the third aircraft
carrier in the direction of the Ara-
bian Sea even as the Bush admin-
istration is studying various
options, political and military, in
its war on terrorism. A fourth car-
rier is in the Mediterranean and
could be moved at short notice, it
is maintained.

The USS Kitty Hawk has left its
base in Japan and the word is that
many of its support vessels, espe-
cially the air components, will be
joining it en route from other
parts of Japan. The Pentagon is
said to be beefing up its military
might in the area against the
backdrop of uncertain allies in
West Asia and beyond.

“We’re making progress”, the
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
remarked. Administration offi-
cials now point to the fact that
two aircraft carriers — besides the
Kitty Hawk — accompanying
ships, some 30,000 troops, a Ma-
rine Amphibious force and about
350 aircraft have been deployed
. in and around Afghanistan, in the
Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea and
the forward bases of the U.S.

There is at least one good rea-
son for the Pentagon to move a
third aircraft carrier. It virtually
assures the U.S. of the ability to
fight a major war in the area with
or without the assistance of bor-
dering nations of Afghanistan, if it
really came to a crunch. The air-
craft carriers can wage a full-
fledged war including the station-
ing and airlifting of thousands of
troops if need be.

Military analysts are saying that
in addition to the aircraft avail-

7

Forces ready for
sh

CAMPAIGN...SHIPSHAPE:The aircraft carrier USS Kitty
Hawk sails on the Uraga Channel, southwest of Tokyo, after
leaving the nearby Yokosuka Naval Base, the home port of
the U.S. Seventh Fleet, recently. — AP

able in the carriers, the U.S. has
moved its heavy set B-52s and the
B-1 bombers to the Indian Ocean
base of Diego Garcia. The con-
ventional heavy duty bombers
like the B-52 will be called upon
to mount massive air strikes
against targets inside Afghanistan
and substantially boost oper-
ations by the Special Forces.

The impression is that if the
President gives the go- ahead, the
operation inside Afghanistan is
going to be short and severe. By
all accounts, it will not be a long-
drawn-out conventional warfare
involving thousands of troops.
Special forces of the U.S. and Bri-
tain are already deep inside Af-
ghanistan probing the hideouts of
Osama bin Laden and the Al Qae-
da.

The air power will augment

what is now being done on the
ground, it is said. As it is, small
groups of highly trained special
forces are operating out of Pakis-
tan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

Aside from striking capability,
small teams are also being read-
ied for reconnaissance and rescue
in the event of a major show-
down.

“This is a different kind of war.
It is hard to fight a guerilla war
with conventional forces, but our
military is ready”’, Mr. Bush re-
marked at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency here.

At different times, the President
has sought to emphasise that the
war on terrorism may not be wit-
nessed on television screens; and
that some of the successes wi
not even be publicised.
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SINGAPORE, OCT. 2. The Japanese Prime Minister, M},
Junichiro Koizumi, believes that the participation of
his country’s troops in a logistical role in support of
the American battle against terrorism will not create
uncertainty in East Asia.

Mr. Koizumi’s remarks come after the Chinese
Government expressed concern about Japanese
plans to take a more activist role in its cooperation
with the United States.

“Japan’s stance on the terrorist attacks in the
United States is designed to join the framework of
international efforts to root out terrorism... there-
fore, it will not be a factor to make the Asian region
uncertain,” the Prime Minister was quoted as telling
the lower House of Parliament in Tokyo today.

Mr. Koizumi, however, made it clear that he was
sensitive to concerns expressed by China and other
neighbouring countries in relation to Japan's war
past.

““Considering the importance of friendly relations
with neighbouring countries, including China and
South Korea, we have been explaining to Asian na-
tions about our country’s stance appropriately,” he
said. “We have been paying attention to responses
from China and South Korea”.

China has been forthright in expressing its con-
cerns about new Japanese proposals. “In the fight
against terrorism, the international community
faces a common task... on the other hand... due to
historical reasons, it’s quite obvious that the role that
the Japanese Government can play in the military
field is a very sensitive question and should be dealit

/E anese forces to aﬁ [U.S. battle

By Amit Baruah \,?v Nk \D with in a very prudent manner,” a Chinese Govern-

ment spokesman has been quoted as saying.

During a visit to the United States last week, where
he met the American President, Mr. George W. Bush,
Mr. Koizumi made it clear that Tokyo would do more
to aid the battle against terrorism.

He said Japan would participate in providing med-
ical support, assisting refugees and the task of in-
telligence gathering. The Prime Minister said he was
prepared to put personnel of the Self-Defence Forces
(SDF) in harm’s way.

“It will not be acceptable (for Japan) to insist that
the SDF shouldn’t go to dangerous places. It will
involve activities that may be dangerous but which
ordinary people cannot undertake,” Mr. Koizumi
said. “‘So, it will be important to gain the public’s
understanding that we will send the SDF even
though SDF members will probably encounter mush
hardship.” .

While noting that Japan would not back away from
utilising all the country had at its disposal to prevent
terrorism, the Prime Minister made it clear that the
SDF will not use force.

He also stated Japan had no intention to go against
the country’s pacifist Constitution. “The issue is
about the right to self-defence by the United States
and what Japan should do within the framework of
international cooperation.”

In a related development, an Asahi Shimbun sur-
vey showed that 46 per cent of Japanese respondents
opposed plans of the Koizumi Government to send
the SDF to provide logistical support to the U.S. mil-
itary. Farty-two per cent, however, said the SDF

should be sent overseas. /

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 2. Despite
protestations from Washington
and elsewhere that the campaign
being currently waged is against
terrorism and terrorism alone, the
perception that it is being direct-
ed at the Islamic world is gaining
ground. Those who express this
view point to the alacrity with
which the U.S. has identified Al
Qaeda as the perpetrator of the
September 11 attacks and to the

Arabs view campaign with susmfion

that people in the Arab world
nurse against the U.S.

If the US. were to proceed
against Bin Laden
without presenting the evidence
that they claim to have, the Arab
world will almost certainly believe
that the U.S. is applying double
standards. There is bound to be a
reassertion of the comparison be-
tween the treatment that the U.S.
accords to Israel and to people in
the Arab world. Even some of the

reports of harassment that Arabs
and Muslims in the West suffered
subsequently.

Almost all the Governments of
West Asian States have stated that
they would be more comfortable
if the U.S. presented the evidence
that it says it has to prove that
Osama bin Laden and his orga-
nisation, Al Qaeda, were behind
the attacks. Few in this part of the
world think that the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair’s state-
ment that he has seen the proof
and is convinced by it is good
enough. Arab commentators also
note that U.S. officials had point-
ed to an Arab or Muslim link soon
after the Oklahoma bombing only
for it to be proved subsequently
that the attack was the work of a
U.S. citizen.

No government in this region
cares much about what happens
to Bin Laden. He represents a
threat to the monarchies and the

VOX POPULI?: The Hezbollah
secretary general, Mr. Hassan
Nassrallah, speaks at a hotel
in Beirut on Tuesday, at the
opening of an Islamic
conference under the slogan:
“Yes for Resistance, No for
Terrorism”. — AFP

one-party dominated republics
that make up the Arab world. De-
spite U.S. efforts to find a link be-
tween Bin laden and the Iraqi
Government, it is unlikely that the
secularists in Baghdad want to
have anything to do with Al Qaeda
beyond exploring the possibility
of using the outfit to embarrass
the United States.

However, the Arab regimes
once again find themselves under
pressure from the street. Either
because of his own efforts or be-
cause the U.S. has turned him in-
to their No. 1. enemy, Bin Laden
has become the symbol for all the
festering grudges and resentment

reasonable

leaders in the Arab world have
drawn attention to the fact that
the U.S. has applied no pressure
on Israel despite evidence that it
has “terrorised” Palestinians.
They question how, under such
circumstances, the U.S. can pro-
ceed against Bin Laden without
proof.

Arab governments have also ex-
pressed the wish, it can hardly be
termed a demand since there is
no chance that it will be accepted,
that any action taken should be
under the aegis of the United Na-
tions. Once again Arab Govern-
ments appear to be walking a
tight rope since they know that
the U.S. will not hand over the
leadership of the campaign to
anyone else while at the same
time the Arab population does
not want to foliow the U.S. in any
action against another Muslim
country.

CHE [ nioU
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US ulti
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WASHINGTON/IS AD,
Oct. 2. — President George W
Bush today issued an ultimatum
to the Taliban telling it to hand
over Osama bin Laden or face
the consequences, as the US am-
bassador to Pakistan discussed
with General Pervez Musharraf
the probe into the attacks.

In Kabul, the Taliban said it
was ready for talks with the
USA but iterated that it would
not hand over Osama without
concrete proof against him.

| At the White House, Mr Bush
| said: “The Taliban must turn
over Osama.... and destroy the
terrorist camps. They must do
so, otherwise, there will be a
consequence.” He ruled out more
negotiations and vowed to take
action. “There’s no calendar....

'\-

matum to Taliban”

TO MOM, WITH LOVE"

LONDON, Oct. 2. — Two
days before the attacks on
the USA, Osama bin Laden
told his adopted mother to ex-
pect “big news.” “In two days
you're going to hear big news
and you're not going to hear
from me for a while,” the Dai-
ly Telegraph said today, quot-
ing NBC. A foreign Intelli-
gence service had intercepted
the call between Osama and
his adopted mother. — PTI

H Photographs, more
reports on pages 5 & 8

We'll act on our time.”

Ms Chamberlain discussed the
issue of evidence against Osama
with Gen. Musharraf, an US of-

- TS S USRI

ficial said. But no evidence was
shown or submitted. He declined
to divulge details of the discus-
sions over US plans to attack
Afghanistan.

A Pakistani foreign office
spokesman said his country hac
not got detailed evidence on per
sons involved in the attacks o:
their links with Bin Laden anc
Al-Qaida. “We're interested ir
sharing the evidence,” he said.

Allies strike Iraq

Western warplanes hit an anti
aircraft artillery site in south.
ern Iraq today in the seconc
such attack in five days, a Uf
official said, reports Reuter:
from Dubai. The strike was "it
response to hostile Iraq
threats against US and Britis}
military warplanes," he said.

ATESHAS
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- ¢ ?/By Batuk Gathani LO

BRUSSELS, OCT. 2. America’s allies in Europe Have thus
far responded positively to the Bush adminidtration’s
proposal to form a global alliance against internation-
al terrorism. However, some are peeved that the U.S.
administration has failed to take up NATO’s “historic
offer” to implement Article V, according to which an
attack on one member is deemed to be an attack on
all the members.

This display of solidarity is considered unpreceden-
ted in the alliance’s 52-year-old history.

“ There is a view in Europe that the Bush adminis-

tration’s response has been cool to the NATO offer.

The U.S., on the other hand, is keen to avoid the
confusion and feuds that took place during the Koso-

w& u.s. response upsets NATO allies

vo operation. As an American observer put it, “‘In the
effort to avoid too many cooks, the Bush adminis-
tration has left the Europeans worried about the
stew.” Though there are suspicions on both sides of
the Atlantic, it will be premature to suggest that there
are cracks within the NATO.

The European governments have already an-
nounced measures to tackle security challenges.

The European Union governments are to bring in
anti-money laundering measures aimed at clamping
down on funds resources of terrorist organisations.

These measures will be discussed at the G-7 Fi-
nance Ministers’ meeting in the U.S. later this week.
The German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder has
called for relaxing bank secrecy rules to track down
terrorist groups.

HE FINDU
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@ssié warns CIS to stay-
w0 out of U.S, strikes

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW,\OCT. 2. Russia has urged former Soviet republics to refrain
from taking part in the planned U.S. military operation in Afghan-
istan. Members of the Commonwealth of Independent States should
not participate “in military action in Afghanistan”, the Itar-Tass news
agency quoted the Russian security service chief as saying after a
two-day meeting of CIS security and intelligence chiefs in Dushanbe,
capital of Tajikistan.

The head of the Federal Security Service, Mr. Nikolai Patrushev,
said on Tuesday that he believed none of the CIS member-States was
willing to take part in the U.S. operation in Afghanistan. “He stressed
that CIS countries should not provide army and security units or offer
their military airfields for the U.S. military operation in Afghanistan,”
Itar-Tass said. According to Mr. Patrishev, CIS members should par-
ticipate in the fight against terrorism mainly by sharing intelligence
information with the U.S.

The statement reflected Russia’s concerns that the U.S. could take
advantage of the planned strikes in Afghanistan to recarve in its fa-
vour the spheres of influence in Central Asia. Russian media cited
Kremlin sources as being “extremely upset” by Uzbekistan’s offer of
militarygc;‘l'ities to the U.S. /
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ISLAMABAD/WASHINGTON,
Oct. 1. — The Taliban has step-
ped up its defiance of the US
demand to hand over Osama
bin Laden, saying they’re hold-
ing him at a secret place and ig-
noring threats of retaliation.

The stalemate seems to have
raised the possibilities of a US-
led strikes that an Afghan Op-
position leader said could come
in a few days. Saudi Arabia, a

- key US ally, has however said it

wouldn’t allow foreign forces to

. attack Afghanistan from its soil.

The US President has ap-
proved a covert plan to
strengthen anti-Taliban forces,
the New York Times said. The
covert aid would strengthen the
Northern Alliance and aim at
stirring up resistance among
Pashtun tribals in the south.
“The purpose is to enhance
their ability to move against
the Taliban,” the daily quoted
an official as having said.

“It isn’t limited to political
support.”
The Bush administration had
yesterday hinted that it would

%vork to replace the Taliban un-

ess it accepted the demand to

§ PAK AIR FORCE VACATES QUETTA BASE

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 1. — Pakistan air force-has removed all its
aircraft from Quetta airport that has been taken over by the ar-
my, the News said. Quetta is likely to be a staging post for a US-
led attack on Afghanistan.

would be aimed at terrorism, not the Afghans. “The whole cam-
paign is against terrorism,” the foreign ministry spokesman, Mr
Riaz Mohammad Khan, said.

The Frontier Post today said General Pervez Musharraf would
visit Kandahar soon to persuade the Taliban chief to hand over
Osama bin Laden to the USA. But a foreign office spokesman
denied the report, saying: “I don’t think it requires really a great
deal of consideration... Whatever we could do we have been
doing.” The paper said Islamabad saw another chance of a dip-
lomatic initiative to end the crisis after the Taliban claimed

| Osama was in Afghanistan under its “control” — Agencies

Pakistan today said any US campaign against Afghanistan |

hand over Osama. The White
House chief of staff, Mr Andrew
Card, said: “The Taliban has
been harbouring terrorists. If
they adhere to that policy, they
should be out of power.”

The USA has been adding to
its gathering might in the Af-
ghan region. The USS Kitty
Hawk, an aircraft carrier with
about 70 warplanes, sailed from
Tokyo today to join “Operation
Enduring Freedom”.

An Iranian navy commander

said yesterday 41 US and Brit-
ish warships had arrived in the

- Gulf and the Sea of Oman and

were being monitored for
any signs of attack on Afghani-
stan.

Strike plans: Washington has
shelved plans for bombing
raids on Afghanistan because
of a shortage of viable targets,
opting instead to deploy special
forces, Newsweek reports.

“The terrorist camps have
emptied; the only good military

h pkays oust-Taliban plan

targets, apart from a few TV
and radar stations, militia head-
quarters and fuel dumps, are
the Taliban’s ‘cavalry’ of pickup
trucks mounted with machine
guns and rocket launchers.”

US reports have claimed that

. special forces units had entered

Afghanistan to collect intelli-
gence on Osama, his Al-Qaida
group and the Taliban.
Warning: The US attorney
general, Mr John Ashcroft, has
warned of more terrorist at-
tacks on the USA if it retaliates
against the Taliban. “We be-
lieve there are substantial risks
of terrorism still in the USA. As
we as a nation respond to what
has happened to us, those risks
may, in fact, go up.”

Assets frozen: Britain has fro-
zen $88 million of assets linked
to the Taliban regime, a report
from Brighton says.
Fernandes fearful: Any US
strike on Afghanistan may lead
to “strong disturbances” in In-
dia, Mr George Fernandes said
today in Muzaffarpur.

- Editorial: Laughing their
way! page 8
# More reports,
photographs on page 11
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WAR AGAINST TERRORISM / MOVE TO STRENGTHEN ANTI-TALIBAN FORCES

/@

W
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 1. The United States Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, has given the go-
ahead to a covert plan to strengthen the anti-
Taliban forces inside Afghanistan, The New
York Times has reported. The Presidential di-
rective included a $100-million relief assist-
ance to Afghan refugees.

The covert plan to get rid of the Taliban
from Kabul seems to be along expected lines
as the Bush administration has been taking a
two-pronged approach in recent days — in-
creasing the verbal heat on the extremist outfit
and at the same time encouraging the so-
called moderate elements in that organisation
to defect. Then there is the third approach —
openly flirting with the loose coalition of anti-
Taliban militia, including the Northern Alli-
ance (NA).

The New York Times, quoting unnamed offi-
cials, said the Bush administration was con-
sidering airdropping food and essential
supplies to the Afghans, who would be reeling
under a severe winter. But Washington wants
to make sure that the relief does not end up in
the hands of the Taliban.

The administration has not made it clear as
to how it is going to “‘strengthen” the anti-
Taliban forces, and has not given the impres-
sion that Washington was preparing to change

LOOKING FOR WESTERN HELP?:

Fighters of Afghanistan’s Northemn

Alliance observe Taliban positions

on the frontline some 30 km north
of Kabul on Sunday. — AP

the political landscape of that beleaguered
country.

The conservatives, who have long criticised
the Clinton administration for taking on “‘na-
tion-building” exercises, are finding them-
selves in not much of a different situation.

The anti-Taliban operation will have sup-
port in Congress, where Republicans have
been questioning the attitude and role of the
U.S. over the last several years.

In fact, leading Republicans have told the
former Afghan King Zahir Shah in Rome that
Capitol Hill would favour economic efforts to

\ Bush approves covert planov

get Afghanistan back on its feg¢t from more
than 20 years of conflict.

The President’s go-ahead to the plan came
after a National Security Council “guidance”
identified and laid the basis of the goals in
Afghanistan, one of the prime ones being the
ouster of the Taliban regime, given its links to
terrorists.

At the same time, it was pointed out that the
administration did not wish to be in a position
of “choasing sides”, an effort many see as be-
ing counter-productive given the psyche of
the Afghan people.

For all the offers by the NA of spearheading
the military offensive, the Bush administration
has been slow to respond and for good rea-
sons. The NA is not exactly a popular alterna-
tive in Kabul, given its domination by Tajiks
and Uzbeks. And politically, Washington has
to be sensitive to Islamabad’s viewpoint on
the subject.

In all the noises about beefing-up military
forces in the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea and
in forward bases, the U.S. has said that the
“war”’ was against terrorists, not against Islam
or the people of Afghanistan. 1t is for this rea-
son that the administration is coming out wi

tion to being the largest donor of h
ian assistance to that country.
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Congressional team

* meets Zahir Shah

‘ By Sridhar Krishnaswami ‘AO bL/%er told a tLerlng of Afghan

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 30. As the Bush
administration is intensifying the

! coalition-building process against
. international terrorism, a biparti-

san group of law-makers met the
former King of Afghanistan, Mr.
Zahir Shah, in Rome today. The
11-member Congressional dele-
gation from the House of Repre-
sentatives has in it some known
supporters of Mr. Shah.

M. Shah told members of Con-
gress that he was on the side of
the U.S. in its fight against terror-
ism and would back all efforts to
get rid of the Taliban regime in
Kabul. “We have a common
struggle against terrorism,” he is
reported to have told the law-
makers.

The Congressional delegation
was led by the Republican law-
maker, Mr. Curt Weldon, who has
said that while Mr. Shah would
prefer the U.N. to play a role, he
did not dismiss the idea that in
case the world body did not agree,
the U.S. and its allies would liber-
ate his country.

The message that the law-mak-
ers are conveying is that Mr. Shah
must step up efforts for a political
alternative in Kabul and the U.S.
Congress is ready to help in the
rebuilding of the war-torn coun-
try. The delegation, however, has
made it clear that it is not speak-
ing on behalf of the White House.

“T can tell you, in Congress we
know what you are doing and if
you help us to overthrow this Tali-
ban tyranny and bring to justice
Osama bin Laden, we will do right
by you this time,” the Republican
Congressman, Mr. Dana Rohra-

elders and milftary commanders.
“Congress will help you to rebuild
your society,” he said.

The timing of the delegation
meeting Mr. Shah is seen as im-
portant in many circles here, in-
cluding the official establishment.
Mr. Shah has already met several
of Afghanistan’s non-Taliban po-
litical and military leaders in re-
cent days and is toying with the
idea of convening a Grand Coun-
cil of Elders, known as Loya Jirga,
in a bid to put together a National
Unity Government.

In all the public and private
meetings that the Bush adminis-
tration has had with Mr. Shah,
there is also the open acknowl-
edgement that the Northern Alli-
ance is upset over the fact that the
West is trying to prop up Mr. Za-
hir Shah, knowing full well that it
is the Northern Alliance that is ca-
pable of taking on the Taliban.

While almost all non-Taliban
groups have been asking Wash-
ington to tell Pakistan to stay out
of Afghanistan’s internal affair. Is-
lamabad has made it known in
blunt terms that any flirting with
the Northern Alliance is unac-
ceptable and it will not allow a
“hostile regime” to take shape on
its borders.

In the midst of all the political
manoeuvrings, the military com-
manders of the Northern Alliance
have been openly advising the
Bush administration that if the
present moment was not taken
advantage of, the U.S. will not
achieve its objective of ousting
the Taliban and capturing Osama
bin Laden.

SPITTING FIRE: Mr. Khaled Mishaal, head of the Hamas |
political bureau (right), denounces the Arafat-Peres meeting
saying Israel does not understand the language of
negotiations but rather that of force and resistance at the

opening of a one-day Palestinian forum to support the |
uprising in Damascus on Sunday. Mr. Ahmad Jibril, leader of

the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine General

Command, (PFLP-GC),is also seen. — AP !
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WASHINGTON, SEPT. 30. At least two
important messages were con-
veyed by senior Cabinet members
of the Bush administration today,
in the wake of the Taliban's refus-
al to hand over the Saudi fugitive,
Osama bin Laden, and its “‘wil-
lingness” to negotiate the issue
with the U.S.

First, the Taliban wi 13 indeed
pay a “price” if it did rot accede
to the American demgnds; and
secondly, Washington was deter-
mined to unseat the Taliban in
Kabul, and if this meant embrac-
ing the Northern Alliance, that
would be the direction.

The U.S. Dgpnce Secretary, Mr.

(4

By Sridhar Krishnaswami @)onald Rumsfeld, was categorical
e

in saying that the Taliban would
pay a price. "I would think that
that ought to be self-evident at
this point,” he said. He also sig-
nalled a clear U.S. interest in em-
bracing the various anti-Taliban
groups, including the Northern
Alliance. 0 -

The hardening of the adminis-
tration’s stance was reinforced by
the White House Chief of Staff,
Mr. Andrew Card. “We do not
want any Government to harbour
terrorists. And the Taliban Gov-
ernment has been harbouring ter-
rorists... They should be out of
power” should they continue the
policies.

The tough statements come

4 Taliban will pay aﬁpric}e: Rumsfeld

amid reports from Iran that as
many as 41 American and British
ships have arrived in the Persian
Gulf and the Sea of Oman and are
being monitored for any sign of
attack against Afghanistan.

AFP reports:

Meanwhile, the U.S. Attorney-
General, Mr. John Ashcroft, said
the country faced a “very serious
threat” of additional terrorist at-
tacks which could escalate if it
launched retaliatory strikes for
the September 11 attacks.

Speaking to CBS television, Mr.
Ashcroft said: “We believe that
there is the likelihood of addition-
al terrorist activity and it’s our job
to do whatevepwe can to disrupt

it.” .




PLOT HATCHED IN GERMANY; ATTA WAS ‘THE AXEL’ ;

THEY LOVED FAST FOOD, HARD LIQUOR

Terror attacks were efully coordinated

o \\\Oby single group over 18 months

By AMY GOLDSTEIN

WASHINGTON: The 19 hijackers who car-
ried out the worst act of terror ever to occur
on US soil worked with little outside help as
a single, integrated group composed of
identifiable leaders and shadowy foot sol-
diers who prepared for their final day in a
tight choreography over 18 months.

Based on early, flawed information from
federal investigators, initial accounts depict-
ed an operation that was carried out by four
compartmentalized cells of terrorists. And
because investigations and neighbors were
confused by similar or falsified Arabic
names, it now seems clear that only a single
hijacker aboard each of the four comman-
deered aircraft knew how to fly a plane. Just
two of the other hijackers-both linked to
terrorist Osama bin Laden-had briefly
taken flight lessons.

These six men apparently formed the
conspiracy’s leadership. Records and inter-
views show that this core group, often sepa-
rated by thousands of miles, remained in the
US the longest and left behind the most vis-
ible tracks that, in retrospect, can be seen as
highly synchronized preparations.

Some of the leaders were educated,
worldly and so intimately connected that
three of the four suspected pilots had
roomed together in Germany, where they
attended the Technical University of
Hamburg. Sophisticated as they were, the
leaders were clumsy enough in their English
and their manners that they repeatedly pro-
voked notice and annoyance while they
were in the US.

Leader or follower, none of the hijackers
brought wives or children with them. And
contrary to early reports, none of the pilots
had worked for Saudi Arabian Airlines.

The synchronization of their preparations
is evident in the most basic ingredients of
their plot. Seven of the hijackers obtained
Florida driver’s licenses within a 15-day
span in'early summer. Thirteen purchased
airline tickets for their final flights within
five days in late August. And over the
course of the summer, a dozen -who ulti-
mately ended up spread among the four
flights-moved through South Florida apart-
ments.

The records left by the hijackers as they
carried out these ordinary acts reveal the
footprints of the conspiracy. They detail
who did what and with whom, and they
reveal that the hijackers were divided into
two distinct classes. “There are two groups
on each plane: You’ve got the brains, who
are the pilots and the leaders, and then you
have the muscle coming in later on,” said a
senior government official. “They were the
ones who held the passengers at bay.”

This newer portrait of the conspiracy may
yet evolve. In particular, an analysis of the
hijackers’ visible trails gives greater clarity
to the role of Mohamed Atta, the 33-year-

old Egyptian lawyer’s son already identified
by a government official as the “axel” of the
plot. He traveled the most, listed the most
addresses, took the most practice flights and
had the greatest interaction with other con-
spirators. Atta and two of the other suspect-
ed pilots -Marwan Al-Shehhi and Ziad
Samir Jarrah - belonged to a radical Islamic
student group in Hamburg that investiga-

tors believe may have been a birth place of
the plot. The hijackers’ behavior reveals cer-
tain incongruities. They were Islamic funda-
‘mentalists who nevertheless -indulged in
‘Western culture, from fast food to hard
liquor. One spent $4,500 on a single airline

ticket, yet they haggled over bar tabs, car "~
rental fees, and apartment security deposits -

just days before they would die.

The most basic incongruity, though, is
this: The preparations of the 19 hijackers
were imperfect. Some were kicked out of
pilot schools. Some had to pay cash for their
plane tickets after their credit cards were

rejected. Two were late for the Boston flight -

that would be the first to slam into the
World Trade Center. But inexact as it was,
their plot succeeded in claiming more than
6,000 lives.

In November 1999, two Saudi Arabian
men moved into a ground floor apartment
at the Parkwood Apartments, a townhouse
complex in San Diego near a busy commer-
cial strip. Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf
Alhazmi struck their neighbors as odd. They
had no furniture but often carried briefcas-
es and seemed to be on their cell phones a
lot. ’

Two months later, investigators believe,
Almihdhar and Atlhazmi., traveled to

MASTERMINDS: Mohamed Atta (L) and Algerian Hocine Khouni.

Malaysia, where they met with bin Laden
operatives who were later linked to the
bombing of the destroyer USS Cole. By
May 2000, they arrived at Sorbi’s Flying
Club, a small school 20 miles north of San
Diego that trains about four dozen pilots a
year, and announced that they wanted to
learn to fly Boeing airliners.

Almihdhar and Alhazmi were part of the

2,

advance guard. Their flight lessons began
within weeks of the day two of the other
leaders, Atta and Al-Shehhi, a 23-year-old

native of the United Arab Emirates,
- enrolled in a six-month course at Huffman.

Aviation, a flying school in Venice, Fla.
. A continent apart, the four men displayed

uncanny parallels. According to fermer.

neighbors, landlords and flight instruetors,
the California team and the Florida team

almost always left their apartments as a-

pair. Few people recall ever seeing any of
them alone. Within each pair, one man
assumed a more genial, communicative
role, while the other was quieter, brooding.
In California, Alhazmi is remembered as
more outgoing. In Florida, waitresses and
others consistently recall Al-Shehhi as
friendlier than Atta - a dour, arrogant map
whose English seemed atrocious
at times, but suddenly could be smooth
when he needed a car or hotel room.

Neither team took pains to be funive

While' Atta occasionally used aliases; all
four men gave their real names when they
registered for flight lessons or bought air-
line tickets -a violation of a “terrorist’s man-
ual” written for bin Laden’s network.

Even as they sought to blend into the
United States well enough to complete their
necessary tasks, the pairs of men were

imperfect chameleons. At times, they were
overeager. They were hindered by faulty
English. They were, on occasion, aggressive,
even boorish.

In Florida, Atta strived to adapt to US
styles, shedding the flowing beard and tunic
he had favored in Germany for a clean-cut
look. But both he and and Al-Shehhi, while
more successful than the San Diego pair at
acquiring pilots’ skills and licenses, could be
similarly off-putting. At Huffman, Atta
appropriated the seat cushion of a fellow
student while he flew in the school’s Piper
Cherokee Watrior.

If the behavior of the first four was con-
spicuously unpleasant, they nevertheless
were clearly more adept than the young
Saudi men who came in a second wave. One
of these men, who moved early last summer
into a shabby apartment building in
Paterson, N.J,, once had to ask a neighbor
how to screw in a light bulb.

Among the first to arrive were Hamza
Alghamdi, 20, and Mohand Alshehri, 23,
who in January rented a post office box in
Delray Beach, Fla. Most of the second
group of conspirators were from poor fami-
lies. A few had enough education to give
them skills that would prove handy. But
these younger men seemed to settle under
the wings of a leader for such basic needs as
finding a place to live. Last winter, Hani
Hanjour, another pilot, did the talking when
he rented the Paterson apartment with
Salem Alhazmi, 21, even though Hanjour’s
own English was poor. In June, Al-Shehhi,
by then a licensed pilot who had been in
Florida for at least a year, helped Hamza
Alghamdi shop for an apartment, according
to the real estate agent who worked with
them. Unlike the first wave, who focused on
the mentally rigorous work of pilot training,
the second wave of young men put time into
strengthening their bodies. In Florida and
Maryland, they paid cash to train with
weights in gyms.

In ways that were curiously out of sync
with Islamic orthodoxy, these young men
seemed to revel in their brief taste of
American life. They wore shorts and T-
shirts.

On Aug. 2, at least five - and possible
seven - of the hijackers went to a
Department of Motor Vehicles office in
Arlington, Va., where they allegedly met a
local man who fraudulently helped them
obtain identification cards they could flash
at airport counters. Such close coordination,
visible all along, is particularly evident as

...the conspirators purchased their tickets and

moved into their final positions before the
attacks.

The last weeks of August and first days of
September appear in retrospect as a blur of
motion, as hijackers left apartments,
returned rental cars and realigned to join
the men with whom they would board
their planes.carwe svo)
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