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JERUSALEM, Dec. 28. — Israel said it would
lift an army cordon on the West Bank#own of
Bethlehem for continuing Christmas festivities,
but Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat was
still banned from going to Jesus’s birthplace.

The measure came towards the end of a day
of relative calm and talk of ideas to end 15
months of bloodshed in the Palestinian
uprising against Israeli occupation.

It came too late for the 24 December
Western Rite Christmas Eve mass — from
which Mr Arafat was also barred — although it
could ease travel to the town for other
celebrations, including next month’s Greek

Orthodox and Armenian  Christmas
celebrations.
Early today, Palestinian sources in

Bethlehem said they had seen no change in the
Israeli deployment.

Israeli forces have maintained a crippling
grip on the West Bank and Gaza since the start
of the Palestinian uprising.

Right-wing Israeli Prime Minister Mr Ariel
Sharon’s government says the blockades are ne-
eded as a security measure after suicide
bombings killed scores of Israelis, but
Palestinians call them collective punishment for
the uprising. Israel’s ally the USA has joined
international criticism of the ban on Mr Arafat
going to Bethlehem.

Mr Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, Palestinian
Authority general secretary, said the decision
to keep the ban could thwart efforts to restore
calm.

“Their stupid decisions touching on religious
issues can never create the suitable
atmosphere that allows for calm and stability,”
Mr Abdel-Rahman told Reuters.

But a senior Palestinian negotiator said that
talks between Israelis and Palestinians were
focusing on proposals that could provide a way
out of their current conflict. Since Bethlehem
came under Palestinian rule in 1995, Mr Arafat
has attended both the Western Christmas Eve
mass on 24:December and the Greek Orthodox
Christmas which starts on 6 January.

Palestinian security sources said yesterday
police shut down two Hamas workshops used
to make mortars in the Gaza Strip.

Israeli forces arrested eight suspected
militants from the Muslim militant group in a
raid in Hebron as they came under fire from
Palestinian gunmen. Palestinian negotiator Mr

Nabil SHdath said fresh talks between Israelis
and Palestinians were focusing on a four-point
document to try to chart a path beyond the vio-
lence and negotiate the establishment of a
Palestinian state.

In Gaza, a Palestinian suicide bomber tried
to carry out'an attack today, the Israeli
military said, the first such incident since Mr
Arafat called for an end to attacks earlier this
month.

In Cairo, an Arab League spokesman today
said that the Arab League will hold its annual
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summit in Beirut in‘late' March, and the
Palestinian issue will be high on the agenda.

“The summit will take place in the last week
of March,” the spokesman said, without giving
the exact dates.

He said Arab leaders attending the summit
in Beirut would discuss ways to deal with
deteriorating violence in the Palestinian
territories, but added a detailed agenda was
still being ironed out. Other items on the
agenda would likely include reform of the Arab
League and the regional situation, he said.
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An eldertfPalestinian enters Gaza Strip on Friday after the Rafah crossing was reopened.— AP/PTl/



N A match at the last soccer

World Cup, France’s striker

and hero, Zinedine Zidane,

stamped on an Arab, if one
remembers correctly a Saudi Ara-
bian, player. France went on to
win that match and the World
Cup of course. But for a Berber
woman living in a Marseilles
tenement the defining moment of
that match, and perhaps of the
Cup, was the one in which Zine-
dine’s studded boot smashed
down on to an Arab leg. “That
was Zinedine’s revenge against
the Arabs,” she was to tell a re-
porter.

The Berbers of Algeria have ris-
en in protest since the beginning
of this summer. They do not ap-
pear to have made any declara-
tion that they are fighting “‘Arab
oppression”’. Neither does it ap-
pear that Berbers have necessarily
suffered on an individual basis
merely because of their belonging
to a linguistic minority since they
have reached high office in their
country. However, the Berbers
have a very deep if quiet pride in
their separate identity. In any ca-
sual conversation with an Alger-
ian Berber, it does not take too
long before the talk veers to the
topic of how able their people are
and to an accounting of the Ber-
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bers who have made a name for
themselves. As a collective it is a
different matter.

Berbers have for long demand-
ed that their language should be
given a status equal to Arabic.
Successive Governments have re-
sisted the demand fearing that the
grant of such recognition would
disrupt Algeria’s unity and under-
mine its independence. At the
height of the Islamic militancy in
the 1990s, the Algerian authorities
took another measure that the
Berbers could have considered as
inimical to their interests. In an
effort to outflank the fundamen-
talists, the Algerian Government
gave pre- eminence in the consti-
tution to the Holy Koran in the
Arabic language. At the time the
Berbers, who largely kept out of
the fundamentalist movement,
did not appear to have made
much of an issue of it.

Now that the fundamentalist
wave has subsided considerably
in Algeria, other more enduring
tensions appear to have re-sur-
faced. When the French ruled Al-
geria, they gave special treatment
to the Kabyle region where the
Berbers predominate. It was per-
haps on account of the Mediterra-
nean origin of the Berbers, as
against the ‘eastern’ origins of the

For a fair deal

The Berbers of Algeria
have risen in protest
since the beginning

of this summer.

Kesava Menon details
the issues involved.

Arabs, that they were given the
privileges under France’s divide
and rule policy. Being the better
educated, the Berbers were also
well accommodated in the ad-
ministrative hierarchy. Such spe-
cial treatment did not, however,
stop the Berbers from joining the
fight for independence and the
strongest Beber party of today,
the Socialist Forces Front (FFS),
was set up by Hocine Ait Ahmed a
hero of the revolutionary war.

The FFS claims that the current
confrontation with the Govern-
ment is not directly the result of
pent-up Berber frustration at the
authorities failure to concede
their long-standing demands. In
fact, the Berbers say the Govern-
ment is trying to mislead the rest
of Algeria by saying that the peo-
ple of Kabilye are only agitating
for the fulfilment of these de-
mands. The FFS says that it trying

to give raise issues that are com-
mon to all Algerians such as em-
ployment, housing, more demo
cratic rights and an end to corrup-
tion. From the fact that the pro-
tests were to spread to
non-Berber regions, the FFS ap-
pears to be right to the extent that
a great many people in the coun-
try are agitated by these issues.

It was the death of a youth in
custody on April 18 that sparked
off weeks of anti-Government
protests in the Kabilye region. By
mid-June, it was estimated that
about 80 people had been killed
by security forces in this region.
When they launched their pro-
tests, the Berbers’ main demand
was for the withdrawal of the gen-
darmerie, a branch of the security
forces that is regarded as brutal
and corrupt. As protests spread to
other parts of the country, the is-
sues raised more often were those
of unemployment and corrup-
tion. The official rate of unem-
ployment is 20 per cent but it is
believed to be as high as 80 per
cent among people under 25
years of age.

Half a million Bebers are esti-
mated to have taken part in the
march to Algiers on June 14. The
marchers, called out by the FFS,
tried to submit a list of demands
to the President, Mr. Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, but were stopped by
the police who unleashed batons
and water cannons. To the FFS’
later regret, the marchers turned
violent and much property was
damaged in the capital. This de-
velopment, of course, played right
into the Government’s hands.
They could portray the protests as
being Berber-centric and fuelled
solely by Berber demands.
Whether this new application of
the divide and rule policy will do
any good for an Algeria that has
barely recovered from the decade
of Islamic militancy is not some-
thing that the hidden coterie of
generals, who are believed to be
the real power in the country, ap-
pears to have considered careful-
ly.

Algeria’s Istamic movement has
failed as the outlet for peoples
grievances. But those grievances,
all ultimately traceable to Alge-
ria’s failure to develop a healthy
and viable democratic system,
have not disappeared. The Alger-
ian establishment might be in a
self-congratulatory mood after
surmounting the dire situation
that Islamic militancy had creat-
ed. But it needs to realise that the
people of Algeria are tired of the
studded bog
down.

that pin them !
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- Transit facilities to Central Asia

Iran rejects
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, July 29. — Iran
has turned down Pakistan’s re-
quest for transit facilities for
its vehicles to reach Central
Asian Republies (CAR). This
has further strained bilateral
ties.

Teheran and Islamabad
have had differences over the
Indo-Iran gas pipeline, which
has proved to be a major irri-
tant in Pakistan-Iran rela-
tions.

Media reports here said Iran
had declined Pakistan’s request
made in the recent joint minis-
terial meeting here to permit
transit facilities to Pakistani
vehicles to reach CAR through
Iran. :

“The Iranian government said
it would permit Pakistani vehi-
cles to travel deep into Iranian
territory up to CAR borders.
However, the vehicles would
not be allowed to cross CAR
border as from that point goods
would have to be transported in
Iranian vehicles,” a Pakistan
daily, quoting official sources
said today.

Pakistan had made the re-
quest for the transit facility last
year as it wanted to take its
fruits to CAR markets. The re-
quest was accepted by Iran but
at a time when the season of
citrus fruits was already over,
it added.

At last week’s joint meeting,

akistan

Pakistan had also raised the
issue of Iran’s “going slow” on
the development of the railway
track from Zahidan to Kirman
in Iran, which would allow
Pakistan to establish railway
links with Economic Coopera-
tion Organisation (ECO) states
as well as with* Europe
through Turkey, the report
said. more R

Though under the ECO deci-
sion in 1990, all the member
states had to establish railway

links, Iran, however, did not de-
velop railway links from Zahi-
dan to Kirman, the paper re-

ported.

Iranian authorities had assur-

ed the Pakistani delegation
that the railway track would be
ready by 2004 and asked Paki-
stan to upgrade its railway
track from Quetta to Taftan,
saying it was not up to the
mark, it said.

At the joint ministerial meet-
ing, Pakistan reportedly asked .
the Iranian authorities to make -

efforts for narrowing the trade
imbalance, The Dawn newspa-
per said.

Last year, Pakistan imported
goods worth US $130 million
from Iran while Teheran impor-
ted goods worth US $11 million
only from Islamabad.

These issues could be dis-
cussed during a working group
meeting to be held in two

months’ time, the newspdper
reported.



WEST ASIA / 'STONE LAYING’ BID TRIGGERS VIOLENCE

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JULY 29. A wholly unneces-
sary clash today between Israelis and Palesti-
nians at the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif
complex in Jerusalem threatens to further in-
flame passions all around just when there
were signs that the situation could take a turn
for the better.

Twenty Palestinians were said to have suf-
fered the effects of tear gas inhalation and 10
Israeli security personnel suffered minor in-
juries in a stone throwing incident at the com-
plex. The Palestinians were protesting the
attempt by a extremist Jewish group to assert
what they claim is their exclusive right to the
area.

Sunday was the day on the Hebrew calendar
when Jews observe the destruction of their
Second Temple in 72 AD. A group which calls
itself the Temple Mount Faithful have tried to
install the foundation stone for a third temple
which they hope will eventually come up the
ridge of land on which the Muslim holy sites of
Al Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock are
situated.

Last Wednesday, the Israel judiciary turned
down a petition in which the group sought
permissions to install the foundation stone in-
side the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif com-
plex. The court, however, allowed the group to
take their stone out for display from the build-
ing where it is normally stored. After consulta-
tions the Israeli security services allowed the
group to display their stone outside but in the
vicinity of the Old City walls,

Since yesterday, the Palestinians, indeed the
Arab and Muslim world as a whole, have been
warning that the action by the Temple Mount
Faithful would have grave consequences. The
Palestinians had called for a day of rage and
both secular and religious wings of the intifa-
da movement had called on their faithful to
mass at the Dome/Al Agsa complex to prevent
the Jewish group from carrying out its plans.

Today, the Israeli security forces did stop
the Temple Mount Faithful outside the Old
City walls and are even reported to have
brought forward the stone-displaying ceremo-
ny by an hour so as to confuse news camera
crews. At the same time, Jewish worshippers
were allowed tp proceed to the Western Wall
which lies g#“the foot of the Dome/Al Agsa
ridge. Stgres were thrown at these worship-

-~ Police storm Temple Mount ,,.

Israeli policemen evacuate Jewish worshippers from the Westem Wall on the Temple
Mount complex in Jerusalem on Sunday as Palestinians hurl stones at them. — AP

pers by the Palestinians massed inside the
Dome/Al Agsa complex and the Israeli police
fired tear gas shells and later stormed the
complex. By mid-afternoon, the Israeli police
were said to have gained control of the area.

If nothing else, this episode has shown that
authorities on neither side are willing to take
that proverbial extra step to calm down the
situation. The Israeli Government could argue
that the display of a stone by a fringe group on
a Jewish holy day at a distance from the place
where they want to install it was a harmless
gesture. This Israeli coalition is more right-
wing than left and it is ruling at a time when a
majority of Israelis are completely alienated
(to use a very mild term) from the Palestinians.
It is also a period when the Jews, like the
Arabs, need to show that they have a historic
right to the sacred enclosure. But everyone
else would have thought that the top-most pri-
ority was to do everything possible to calm

down the situation and bring a stop to the
daily cycle of death.

Ditto for the Palestinians. They too could
have dismissed the development as a futile
move by a fringe Jewish group. But the Pal-
estinians have become extremely sensitive to
any Israeli move in respect of the sacred en-
closure especially since the current intifada
was sparked off by the then Opposition leader
and current Israel Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, by his triumphant swagger through
the enclosure on Sept. 28 last year.

The Palestinian leadership, however, did
not clarity what they would consider a provo-
cation. Were they upset about the display of a
stone, the fact that some Jewish groups actual-
ly believe that they might be- able to erect a
temple on the spot on which the mosques
stand at present, or was it a display within the

sacred enclosure or its vicinity that they wo
regard as real provocation.
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Aratat calls
“for US toy ”@

renew peace
Process y- @\\»

Jerusalem, December 29

PALESTINIANS HAVE called for
renewed US mediation in West
Asia, saying they were ready to
show what they had done to meet
Washington’s conditions for the
return of its envoy.

But the funeral on Saturday of
a suspected Palestinian suicide
bomber killed by Israeli troops on
Friday highlighted the difficulty
in meeting the main US condition
— working to stop militant
attacks on Israelis.

After its weekly meeting on
Friday, the Palestinian Cabinet
urged the United States to send
back envoy Anthony Zinni to
begin implementing proposals
for securing peace with Israel.

Zinni, a retired Marine Corps
general, left the region earlier
this month after witnessing
some of the worst violence of the
15-month Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation.

In Washington, a State Depart-
ment official said the aim was
that Zinni would return to the
Middle East after the holidays,
“but there is no specific plan”.

The US said after his mission
that he would return only if
Palestinians took more concrete
steps to end attacks by militants
and if Israelis eased restrictions
on Palestinians. v

“The leadership is ready fo
send a security and a political
team to Washington to explain
the measures taken by the Pales-
tinian side,” said a statement
after the Cabinet meeting
chaired by Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat

Zinni should begin implement-
ing a ceasefire plan drawn up by
CIA director George Tenet and a
truce-to-talks blueprint from a
panel headed by former US Sena-
tor George Mitcheli, the Cabinet
added. An Israeli Government

- spokesman dismissed the call.
Arafat called for an end to mili-
tant attacks on Israel on Decem-
ber 16, but Israel says he has not
done enough to act against
groups behind attacks.

Reuters |

HE HINDUSTAN TIME!
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~= »Sharon’s assurance on peace talksz,

JERUSALEM, DEC. 27. Israeli troops
arrested seven suspected Islamic
militants in an incursion into the
west Bank town of Hebron early
today, prompting Palestinian
complaints that Israel is sabotag-
ing cease- fire efforts.
} The Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, assured activists of his
hard-line Likud party that he
. would manage future peace nego-
- tiations with the Palestinians, not
moderate Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shimon Peres, who was talking to
Palestinian Parliament Speaker;
Mr. Ahmed Qureia, about the
framework for a possible peace
deal.

“When the day comes for peace
talks, I will run them... In coor-
dination, of course, with the For-
eign Minister, but [ will run
them,” Mr. Sharon said.

Israel today also insisted it
would not let Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, attend Ortho-

Palestinians cross the bdrder from Egypt, through Israel, to Gaza
Strip at the Rafah border crossing on Thursday. Israeli check
point is at the back ground. — AP

dox Christmas celebrations in Be-
thlehem on January 6 unless he
arrests the assassins of an Israeli
Cabinet Minister. Israel drew

worldwide criticism for barring
Mr. Arafat from this week’s
Christmas festivities in Jesus’s
traditional birth place.

Despite the tensions| Israeli
and Palestinian security com-
manders met yesterday, land Is-
rael agreed to ease! some
restrictions on Palestinians in the
Gaza strip, including reopening
the Rafah crossing between Gaza
and Egypt. Palestinian officials
said Israel also agreed to let the
Palestinian authority rebuild the
landing strip at Gaza internation-
al airport, which was torn up by
Israeli bulldozers earlier this
month in response to attacks by
Palestinian militants.

However, Israeli Defence Min-
istry adviser, Mr. Yarden Vatikay,
said today that the rebuilding still
required Israeli Cabinet approval.

Israeli troops today entered
Palestinian-controlled areas of
Hebron and arrested seven sus-
pected members of the Hamas
and the Islamic Jihad groups, Pal-
estinian security officials said.—
AP
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It’s a crime, says Araf

RAMALLAH/JERUSALEM, DEC. 25. The
Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, termed Israel’s decision to
ban him from attending Christ-
mas mass in Bethlehem a
“crime”’.

In a radio and television ad-
dress, he said: ““I speak to you and
my heart is heavy because the
tanks, the cement checkpoints
and the aggressor's oppressive
guns have prevented my partici-
pation with you at our annual cel-
ebrations on this holy occasion,
which I have not missed since I
returned to this beloved land,”
Mr. Arafat said in his address,
broadcast on loudspeakers in Be-
thlehem yesterday.

The Israeli decision, he said,
would not affect his determina-
tion and that of the Palestinians
“to pursue the path of a perma-
nent and just peace”.

The Palestinian leader, who at-
tended Christmas mass in Bethle-
hem since the city reverted to
Palestinian control in 1995, was
forced this year to remain in Ra-
mallah after the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, re-
fused to let him leave until he had
arrested the suspected killers of
the Israeli Tourism Minister, Re-
havam Ze'evi, who died on Octo-
ber 17.

Mr. Sharon resisted growing in-
ternational and domestic pres-
sure to change his stance from the
Israeli President, Mr. Moshe Kat-

zav, as well as the Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Shimon Peres.

‘A stupid decision’

Israeli press today lambasted
Mr. Sharon for barring Mr. Arafat
from attending the midnight
mass in Bethlehem.

“Israel shot itself in the foot,”
read the headlines of the Maariv
daily, quoting anonymous offi-
cials. Top-selling Yediot Aharanot
warned ‘“‘Arafat had won the

An empty chair in the front row has a black and white
checkered Kefflyeh headdress draped across it symbolising
the Palestinian leader, Mir. Yasser Arafat’s absence, during
the Midnight Mass at St. Catherine’s Church in the West
Bank town of Bethlehem.— AP

world’s sympathy” thanks to Mr.
Sharon’s decision to block him
from travelling to Bethlehem,
where he has been bunkered
since Israel unleashed military
strikes in response to a wave of
suicide attacks at the start of the
month.

“It is a stupid decision and an
impossible one to defend,” high-
ranking Foreign Ministry officials
told Yediot . — DPA
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Arafat barred Yr/()m
Bethleeﬁ niass

Associated Press W ™ ()
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BETHLEHEM, Dec. 24. —
Despite European and US

intervention, Israel said today it
would not let Palestinian leader
Mr Yasser Arafat attend Christ-
mas Mass in Bethlehem unless he
arrests the assassins of an Israeli
Cabinet minister.

In Bethlehem, Christmas festi-
vities -got under way without the
Palestinian leader for the first time
since 1995. Scouts playing drums
and bagpipes marched in a Man-
ger Square procession led by Latin
Patriarch Michel Sabbah, the top
Roman Catholic clergyman in the
Holy Land. Manger Square was
decorated with- Palestinian flags,
an Arafat poster and a large
banner reading: - "Sharon
assassinates the joy of Christmas".

An Israeli settler, meanwhile,
was shot and seriously injured near
the West Bank town of Nablus,
officials said - the first such victim
in about a week.

The Vatican today criticized as
"arbitrary” the Israeli decision to
prevent -Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat from attending Christmas
services in Bethlehem. "A
diplomatic demarche has been
made by the state secretariat to
prevent this ban imposed arbit-

Paletimans, wearing Sant Claus
costumes, greet children.
In Gaza City on Monday. —AP/PTI

rarily," Vatican spokesman Mr
Joaquim Navarro-Valls said.

In Gaza Strip, Palestinian sec-
urity forces have shut down five
factories used by Hamas to make
rockets. Hamas says it has fired
several homemade "Qassam"
rockets at Jewish settlements in
the Gaza Strip during a 15-month-
old Palestinian uprising against
Israel, and Israeli sources
confirmed fragments of at le
one rocket were found.
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Hamas softens
_ pr-

Jerusalem, December 22

PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATOR
Saeb Erekat says a decision by
the Hamas and Islamic Jihad to
suspend suicide bombings and
mortar attacks in Israel leaves
the next step in the quest for
West Asia peace up to Israel.
Senior Hamas leader Abdul
Aziz al-Rantissi has also agreed in
principle to be put under house
arrest here, a Palestinian political
source said on Saturday. Mem-
bers of Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
movement and the Hamas bro-
kered overnight a potential solu-
tion to the tense standoff between
the Palestinian Authority and
Rantissi, whom security forces
want to arrest, the source said. '
The two sides agreed Rantissi
would remove armed guards out-
side his home, where seven peo-
ple had been injured on Thurs-
day when a sea of police attempt-
-ed to arrest Rantissi, the source
said. Rantissi would then permit
police to put him under house
arrest at a site of their choice.
Erekat said he told Israeli For-
eign Minister Shimon Peres in a
telephone conversation on Fri-
day that he now expected Israel
fo stop its pre-emptive strikes on
suspected Palestinian militants
and to lift its blockade of Pales-
tinian towns and villages.
“The ball now is in the Israeli
court to stop all acts of aggres-
sion, to stop the policy of assas-

-L/

onus on Israel

AP PHOTO

Palestinians run for cover during a gunbattle between Palestinian
Authority police and militant groups in Gaza Strip on Friday.

sinations, to lift the closure and
to return to the negotiating
table,” he said.

Israel’s reaction to the Hamas
decision was guarded. In the
past 15 months of fighting,
scores of Israelis have been
killed in attacks by Islamic mili-
tants, including 36 this month.

“What’s positive? That they
stop terror activities in one
place, but keep murdering
Wwomen and children somewhere

else?” said Raanan Gissin, an
adviser to Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon. “As long as the
terror activities continue ... we

will implement our right of self-"

defence, and we will act against
them with all our might.”

“The ‘issue will be decided
finally by the leadership
abroad,” he said, adding that the
decision had been taken out of
“concern for Palestinian
unity..Islamic Jihad will not be

a cause for creating internal ten-
sions and strife.”

The Hamas announcement,
seen as boosting chances for a
US-brokered truce to take hold,
came at a time of renewed inter.
nal Palestinian fighting in which
six people were Kkilled in a gun
battle in a Gaza refugee camp.

It followed two days of clashes
between Palestinian police —
who have been trying to enforce
a ceasefire — and supporters of
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad. In
all, six Palestinians have been
killed and 94 hurt in internal
confrontations since Thursday.

Hamas said in a leaflet that it
ordered attacks in Israel sus-
pended “until further notice” to
preserve Palestinian unity. The
announcement was seen as a
victory for beleaguered Arafat
who has been under intense US
and European pressure to pre-
vent attacks on Israel.

It was the first time Hamas
had made such a promise in the
15 months of fighting. However,
the Hamas decision only
referred to stopping suicide
attacks within Israel’s borders,
not in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, leaving open the possibili-
ty of further violence against
Jewish settlers and soldiers
there. The ban on mortar fire
extended to both Israel and the
Palestinian territories, accord-
ing to the leaflet.

Agencies
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e W ASIA / SUICIDE BOMBER STRIKES

- Sharon thr

tens

to step|iip raids

JERUSALEM, DEC. 9. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
on Sunday said that his Govern-
ment might step up military oper-
ations in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip in retaliation for a wave of
Palestinian suicide bombings.
Speaking to reporters shortly
after a Palestinian suicide bomber

The New York Mayor-elect,
Mr. Michael Bloomberg (left),
the Mayor, Mr. Rudolph
Glullani (centre), the
Jerusalem Mayor, Mr. Ehud
Olmert (second right) and the
Governor of New York,
Mr. George Pataki
(background third left), pose
for photograph undemeath a
street sign that reads
New York street outside
Sbarro Pizzeria, the site of a
sulcide bomb attack in
August in downtown
Jerusalem, on Sunday. — AP

blew himself up near the northern
city of Haifa, Mr. Sharon said:
“We have not finished our oper-
ations. In light of what is happen-
ing, we may have to step up our
activities.” At least eight people
were injured in the blast near a
hitch-hiking post crowded with
soldiers returning to their bases at

the end of the Israeli weekend. Is-
rael’s air force has hit Palestinian
security installations and the ar-
my has carried out limited ground
troop raids in Palestinian-ruled
areas since Palestinian suicide
bombers killed 26 people in at-
tacks in Jerusalem and Haifa last
weekend. Israel says the oper-
ations are intended to pressure
the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, to round up militants be-
hind attacks since an uprising
against occupation erupted al-
most 15 months ago. Palestinians
say it is a declaration of war and
have called for internatignal as-
sistance. ‘a@

The suicide attack cal®e on a
working day in Israel when the in-
tersection were full of cars and
bus stops were packed with peo-
ple. Ambulances raced to the
scene and police closed off the ar-
ea. There was no immediate claim
of responsibility for the blast. Re-
cent suicide bomb strikes have
been carried out by two radical
Palestinian groups, Hamas and
Islamic Jihad.

Rescue workers said the casu-
alties were lightly to moderately
wounded. The suicide bomber
himself was the only fatality, po-
lice and rescue workers said.

Minutes after the blast, flames
leapt from the body of the bom-
ber lying on the street just in front
of the bus stop, which was slightly
damaged. Israeli firefighters,
crouching behind traffic barrier in
the middle of the road, fearing ad-
ditional blasts, aimed a fire hose
at the burning body.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops killed
four Palestinians and arrested 25
activists in a pre-dawn raid on
Sunday on a Palestinian-ruled vil-
lage in the West Bank, witnesses
and hospital sources said.

The Israeli army said it was
mounting an operation against
“terrorists” in the village of
ta when four Palestinia
to escape in a car operfed fire on
troops. — Reuters




Arafat cool to Israel offer

H-1o \

Jerusalem, December 19 ‘r’

ISRAEL IS prepared to loosen its
military grip on the biggest
Palestinian city in the West Bank
to help Yasser Arafat crack down
on militants, a senior lsraeli
source said on Wednesday.

An aide to the Palestinian
President gave a cool response to
news of the offer, which coincid-
ed with US pressure on the Pales-
tinian President to do more to
translate into action his call for
an end to armed attacks on
Israelis, and for Israel to be ready
to reciprocate.

“(The Palestinians) are com-
plaining all the time that we are
hindering their efforts to take
action,” the Israeli source, who
spoke on condition of anonymity,
said. “In order to lay to rest all
these excuses, we said: ‘Take a
given area, we'll pull out of
there, we’ll stop all our opera-
tions there,” the source added,
after news of the offer was broad-
cast by Israel Radio.

The source said Israel had pro-
posed Palestinian-ruled Nablus,
the largest West Bank city, as a
starting point. “In Nablus they
have a lot of Hamas activists and
suicide bombers, not to mention
bomb factories,” the source said,
referring to the militant Islamic

resmtance group.

The Israeli army tightened a
blockade of Palestinian cities fol-
lowing a recent wave of suicide
bombings in Israel. Palestinian
officials say the Israeli travel
restrictions make it difficult to
mount operations against mili-
tants. Ahmed Abed-Rahman, an
Arafat aide, said the Israeli offer
did not go far enough. “The issue
is not lifting the siege in one area
in order to conduct a security
mission...we need to see a com-
plete withdrawal of the Israeli
troops from all Palestinian terri-
tories and an end to the closure
and siege,” he said.

Under intense international
pressure to act after a wave of
suicide bombings in Israel,
Arafat has outlawed the military
wings of Hamas and other
groups and arrested dozens of
militants. Israel has accused
Arafat of going after low-level
activists rather than arrest the
militants Israel most wants to
see behind bars after 15 months
of Israeli-Palestinian violence in
which more than 1,000 people
have been killed.

In the Gaza Strip, five jeeps
carrying 30 members of the
Palestinian security forces trav-
elled to refugee camps to shut six
Hamas offices on Tuesday, Pales-

ARIEL SHARON

tinian officials said. The closure
brought to about 30 the number
of offices belonging to militant
groups in Gaza and the West
Bank that have been shut recent-
ly by Palestinian authorities.
Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell telephoned Arafat and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon on
Tuesday, two days after the Pales-
tinian leader said armed attacks
against Israelis must-end.
Powel! told Sharon that “Israel
needs to be prepared to do its
part to create an environment in
which Palestinians can sustain
and expand their efforts,” Bouch-

er said. “It’s important that
Israelis work to alleviate the
pressures on the Palestinian peo-
ple, especially restrictions that
impose real hardships,” the US
spokesman said, apparently
referring to Israeli blockades of
Palestinian cities.

Asked if Arafat’s actions so far
merited an Israeli response,
Boucher said, “I wouldn'’t ask for
any specific steps at this moment.
But it's necessary to be ready.”

Sharon appeared to be in no
mood to for any such request.
The Prime Minister’s Office said
he told Powell, “Arafat continues
to give a green light to terrorism
and is not making arrests or
doing anything to prevent’
terrorism.”

Mohammed Dahlan, a Pales-
tinian security chief, said Arafat
reaffirmed to Powell that the
Palestinian Authority “would
carry out its side of the commit-
ments He also asked him to

“pressure Israel to implement its
commitments and to stop its
attacks on the Palestmlan peo-
ple,” Dahlan said.

Palestinian mlhtants have
vowed to defy Arafat. West Bank
ambushes wounded three
Israelis on Monday and one on
Tuesday.

Reuters
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WEST ASIA / UN. CALLS FOR END TO VIOLENCE A\ #

U.S. vetoes ‘anti-Israel’ motion *\*

UNITED NATIONS, DEC. 15. The United States ve-
toed a Security Council resolution early on
Saturday condemning ‘‘acts of terror” against
Israelis and Palestinians and demanding an
end to nearly 15 months of West Asia violence.

The U.S. Ambassador, Mr. John Negroponte
said the Palestinian-backed resolution was
aimed at isolating Israel politically and never
mentioned the recent suicide bombings and
attacks against the Jewish State or the terrorist
organisations responsible, including Hamas
and Islamic Jihad. The resolution was sup-
ported by 12 of the 15 Council members, with
Britain and Norway abstaining.

The United States has only vetoed six reso-
lutions since May 1990, all dealing with the
Israeli-Palestinian dispute. It was the second
U.S. veto this year against a Palestinian resolu-
tion seeking protection for Palestinians civil-
ians through a monitoring ‘“mechanism,”
which Israel strongly opposes. The U.S., Is-
rael’s closest Council ally, also blocked two
similar resolutions.

Arab nations requested the Council meeting
after Israel cut contacts with the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat and launched new
military strikes against Palestinian Authority
targets. This followed new suicide attacks
against Israelis, which Jerusalem blames on
Mr. Arafat’s failure to crack down on militants.
Despite the threat of a U.S. veto, the Palesti-
nians demanded a vote on the resolution.

“We are the little guys,” said the Palestinian
U.N. observer, Mr. Nasser Al-Kidwa. ‘““We are
the people under occupation, and it is our
right and a duty to come to the body respon-
. sible for international peace and security, to
the United Nations, to the Security Council,

e

The U.S. Ambassador, Mr. John
Negroponte, votes at the United Natlons
Security Council on Saturday. — AP

and try to help the situation.” The resolution
failed, he said, “because of unreasonable
American positions.” “In spite of our regret
for the block of the resolution, nevertheless we
think...the voting pattern, would send the ap-
propriate message to both sides, and we hope
(it) will contribute in bringing about a better
situation on the ground,” Mr. Al-Kidwa said
after the vote.

But Israel’s deputy U.N. Ambassador, Mr.
Aaron Jacob called the resolution “‘unbal-
anced and counterproductive” and said “it

o IS
§ W Loaps

[

-~

cannot help the parties return to the negotiat-
ing table.” The U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush has called on Mr. Arafat to act against
those responsible for the terrorist attacks
against Israel, but has not called for restraint
from Israel.

The United States complained that the orig-
inal draft resolution did not even mention ter-
rorism. The Palestinians agreed to a French
amendment to condemn “all acts of terror, in
particular those targeting civilians.” Diplo-
mats said this was critical in getting Russian
and French support. But Mr. Negroponte said:
“One of the fundamental flaws of this resolu-
tion is that it never mentions the recent acts of
terrorism against Israelis or those responsible
for them.” “Terrorist organisations such as
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad are de-
liberately — and brutally — seeking to sabo-
tage any potential there may be for Israelis to
conclude a negotiated peace,” he said.

While reiterating the Bush administration’s
support for a Palestinian State, Mr. Negro-
ponte said Mr. Arafat must ‘‘take a strategic
stand now against terrorism” and arrest those
responsible for terrorist attacks and destroy
their operations.

In an apparent reference to Israel’s policy of
targeted killings and destruction of Palestinian
facilities, the draft resolution would have con-
demned “all acts of extra- judiciary execu-

“tions, excessive use of force and wide
destruction of properties.” The defeated reso-
lution demanded ‘‘the immediate cessation of
all acts of violence, provocation and destruc-
tion,” a return to positions prior to September
2000 when the latest violence erupted, and “a
final agreement on all issues.” — AP
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2001

TWISTING ANTI-TERROR NORMS

THE ARROGANT FIAT by Israel to immobilise
Mr. Yasser Arafat, the internationally recog-
nised President of the Palestinian Authority,
within a tiny stretch of territory at Ramallah
cannot be condemned enough in a civilised dis-
course. Israel’'s imperious high-handedness is
seen by the besieged Palestinians as a declara-
tion of war on them. The Jewish state has in-
deed transgressed the palpable international
principles of engaging the leaders of adversarial
powers (or a state-like entity in this case) during
crises of political showdown. What the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, seems to be
really seeking is nothing short of an utter hu-
miliation of Mr. Arafat and a total devastation of
the Palestinian dream of territorial sovereignty
and political independence. To achieve these
transparent objectives, Mr. Sharon has conspic-
uously chosen to twist the logic of the present
U.S.-led ‘campaign’ against all forms of glob-
alised terror. Washington'’s stated military ob-
jectives in Afghanistan at this time call for the
demolition of the terror-axis between the Tali-
ban and Osama bin Laden besides the elim-
ination of Osama’s Al-Qaeda network.
Washington’s declaratory agenda has largely
been endorsed by the international community
in the specific context of the terrorist offensive
that jolted America on September 11. In con-
trast, dubious indeed is the anti-terror justifica-
tion of the war-like manner in which Israel has
now laid a seige around Mr. Arafat. It is simply
political nonsense to portray Mr. Arafat as a
Palestinian Osama bin Laden.

Outwardly, Israel’s argument is that Mr.
Arafat, who will not be physically harmed, can
be brought to his political senses only through
such actions. The Jewish state’s adventurist ar-
gument is that the terrorist organisations such
as the Hamas and the Islamic Jihad, which
make no secret of their anti-Israel ideologies
and actions, should first be deprived of Mr. Ara-

fat’s alleged moral support. It is a sordid fact
that the Hamas and the Islamic Jihad have been
implicated, either by their own claims or as a
result of Israel’s accusations, in regard to a se-
ries of gruesome terrorist attacks that occurred
within the security-conscious Jewish state in re-
cent weeks. Pledging to cut the presumptive
links between Mr. Arafat and these groups, Is-
rael has already pounded the Palestinian-con-
trolled territories with deadly missiles and other
weapons. The latest phase of the Israeli ire is
defined by a furious assault of the military and
psychological kinds on every conceivable as-
pect of the Palestinian Authority’s legal juris-
diction. The Israeli attitude is one of blatant
expansionism which, if unchecked by the in-
ternational community, might deprive the Pal-

estinians of their promised political
separateness on their own traditioM
W) 9 ARy

s

The current Israeli offensivd is reported to
have hampered the free movements of a desig-
nated U.S. emissary who has been camping in
West Asia for some time now in a bid to broker a
truce between the Palestinians and the Sharon
administration. As a steadfast and strong ally of
Israel, the U.S. had sent its envoy in the recent
context of a strategic decision to support the
idea of a full-fledged Palestinian state itself.
Washington calculated, no doubt, that its deci-
sion might endear itself to the big Islamic bloc
in the midst of a military campaign in Afghan-
istan. At this qualitatively new stage, though,
the U.S. will be well advised to eschew the

- temptation to allow Israel to play havoc in the

Palestinian areas in the name of taming some
terrorist groups, which America might have ear-
marked for its own punitive strikes in the future
phases of the overall anti-terror ‘campaign’. For
Israel, too, the dangers inherent in a self-delud-

ing imitation of Americd’s anti-terror ‘war’ can
be real indeed.
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Agencies

GAZA, Dec. 17. — Militant
Palestinian groups defied a call by
Palestinian President Mr Yasser
Arafat to Mt suicide bombings
and armed attacks against Israel
today by vowing to continue
fighting the Jewish state, The
Islamic Hamas Movement and the
military wing of the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine
issued  separate  statements
rejecting Mr Arafat's last night
plea to lay down their arms and
halt attacks against Israel.

“It’s an unjust formula that can't
be accepted,” Hamas said in a
statement in which it defended
suicide bombings as “the only
weapon to preserve Palestinian
rights,” The PFLP's Abu Ali
Mustafa’s armed brigades said
they would continue “armed resis-
tance.” “Operations will continue
as long as the occupation exists,”
the group said.

“We are waiting to see whether
the Israeli government will stop its
aggression on the Palestinian peo-
ple. The operation in Hebron
proves there is no Israeli truce,”
said Sheikh Abdel-Majid, Hamas
representative in Bethlehem, re-
ferring to Israel’s killing of a Ha-
mas militant in Hebron earlier
today.

Saed Seyam, a prominent Ha-
mas leader in the Gaza Strip, said:
”The killing of the...brother in He-
bron will never go without punish-
ment. Hamas has taught us that it
will never leave the killing of its
people without revenge.”

Mahmoud Ghazal, a local Ha-
mas leader in Nablus, said: “To-
day the Israelis assassinated Ya-
koub Idkadak in Hebron. We can-
't accept that (Mr Arafat’s call)
while Israelis are not committed
to the same agreement. I think the
interest of the Palestinian people
is to continue the Intifada,”

Yakub Adkediq (28), was shot
as he fled his home at 3:00 a.m.
(6.30 a.m. IST) when Israeli police
tried to seize him, police said. His
body was found in the morgue
hours later.

He was the first person to be kil-
led ir the region since Mr Arafat
called for an end to anti-Israeli at-
tacks late yesterday and a return
to negotiations.

Palestinian police said Adkediq
was on Israel’s list of wanted mili-
tants and that the Israeli army had
tried to arrest him before.

In Jerusalem Israeli police have
detained two leading Palestinian
officials and their aides after the
government banned them from

holding whef it said was a “natio-
nalist” gathering in the disputed

Israel

sector of the city.

The five Palestinians who were
taken for questioning today inclu-
ded the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation’s top representative in
east Jerusalem, Mr Sari Nussei-
beh, who is an outspoken propo-
nent of peace with Israel.

Another detainee was Mr Ha-
tem Abdel Khader, the local lead-
er of Fatah, Mr Arafat’s party and
a Palestinian legislator. .

The officials were taken away by -
police from the Imperial Hotel in
east Jerusalem where Mr Nussei-
beh was slated to hold a reception
for Id-ul-Fitr.

Hours earlier, the Israeli Cabi-
net had issued an order banning
the event after ministers were
asked in a rare telephone vote
overnight to decide on the issue
raised by public security minister
Mr Uzi Landau.

Mr Landau said that Mr Nussei-
beh, as the leading PLO official in
Jerusalem, was violating peace
agreements by holding an event of
nationalist nature since diplomats
were invited. “When such an event
is organised by the Palestine
Liberation Organisation, the long
arm of the Palestinian Authority,
it is no doubt nationalist activity,”
Mr Landau told army radio. “We
can’t accept this by any means.”

Mr Nusseibeh, a philosophy
professor, said he had only inten-
ded to hold a holiday event. He
confirmed that diplomats were in-
vited.

Eric Silvar in Jerusalem

Dec. 17.— Palestinian President Mr Yasser
Arafat has put himself and Israel Prime
Minister Mr Ariel Sharon in a spot. After
ordering a ceasefire and vowing to combat
terrorism, the Palestinian leader now has to
demonstrate that he has the authority to
deliver. If he does, Mr Sharon will have to
reassess his declaration that Mr Arafat is
“no longer relevant.”

In a half-hour television address on
Sunday night, Mr Arafat decreed that all
forms of armed activity should be stopped.
“There should be no more attacks,
especially suicide bombings. We shall arrest
all those who plan these attacks. We shall
outlaw organisations that start terror
activities.” Palestinian officials said that
they had already closed 33 Hamas and
Islamic Jihad offices.

Mr Arafat discounted any suggestions
that he might be acting in response to the
military offensive Israel launched last
Thursday, or to the mounting international
pressure for him to exercise control. The

~Militia VOWS to Mttack

Israeli soldiers atop an armoured tank near the West Bank town of Hamallah on Monday. — AP/PTI )

Tough task ahead for Arafat, Sharon

terrorist attacks, he said, violated the
Palestinians' supreme national interest.
“Those who violate it will be penalised
firmly.” Appealing directly to the Israelis,
he reaffirmed his commitment to dialogue.
“We want a viable Palestinian state,
alongside the state of Israel,” he added. “1
call on the people and government of Israel
to return to the negotiating table and to
cease these inhumane measures against our
people.”

This is not the first time since the armed
Intifada broke out 15 months ago that Mr

Arafat has called for a ceasefire or
promised to stop the gunmen and the
bombers. However, with Israeli tanks 200
yards from his headquarters in the West
Bank town of Ramallah and the
international community losing patience
with him, this new declaration had an
unprecedented urgency. He has good,
objective reasons to act.

As Mr Oded Granot, an Arab affairs
analyst, commented in the daily Ma’ariv:
“The principle importance of the speech is
that these things were said in his own voice,
in a direct appeal to the Palestinian pggle’.

‘ﬁﬂ}ﬂw"
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Arafat, who understands that he is in big

trouble and that for him it is now a question
of to be or not to be, also made a public
commitment to take a hard line against
anyone acting counter to his instructions. If
he does not do so, he is digging another
hole for himself.”

Israel responded with predlctable
scepticism. One anonymous security official
mused: “Why should we believe someone
who has lied to us so often?” The foreign
minister, Mr Shimon Peres, told reporters:
“The only way to judge is by what's being
done, not only what's being said. I still hope
that there will be a renewal of the political
accord. Our call upon Mr Arafat is that he
will establish one authority over all armed
groups. You cannot handie them just by
speeches. It is not for the sake of Israel, but
for the sake of the Palestinians themselves
that-Mr Arafat has to assert his authority.”

Mr Arafat strove to do just that. “We will
not allow more than one national
authority,” he said grimly to camera. “Once
that authority takes a decision, it has to be
respected. When it makes a commitment, it
has to be honoured. When it signs an

agreement, it must have full credibility.”

It was as if the two men, who shared the
1994 Nobel Peace Prize, had coordinated
their lines. Mr Peres acknowledged that it
would be “a terrible mistake” to think the
present crisis could be resolved by force.
“We have the right to use military measures
for self-defence,” he said, “but we cannot
solve the problem by military means."

Mr Arafat's broadcast was an attempt to
retrieve an increasingly desperate situation.

US President Mr George W Bush's
special envoy, General Anthony Zinni, flew
back to Washington on Saturday night after
failing to get anywhere near the ceasefire he
had come to broker. An American
spokesman said he would return if the
prospects improved. The European Union
was demanding that Mr Arafat act. It was
no longer giving him the benefit of the
doubt.

The right-wing of Mr Sharon's coalition
government was baying for the Palestinian
leader's blood. Egypt and Jordan, the two
Arab states that have signed peace treaties
with Israel, feared that the unrest might
spill over and destabilise their own regimes/
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deal must be w‘@
made to work

Ariel Sharon: Needs to introspect

erhaps, one can see an end to
Pthe war in Afghanistan, even

to Osama bin Laden, but can
anyone sce an end to the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict? America has
shown that with its awesome ar-
moury that defeat is swift for
anyone who publicly dare step into
the ring for a round or two, which
the Taliban, by giving refuge to Bin
Laden, decided to do. (It is another
matter if Al-Qaida now bunkers
down in secret cells all over the
place.)

But who is going to deliver the
decisive blow with Palestine/Israel?
This is a war of attrition that could
knock on and drag on until not
much is left standing. On the Pales-
tinian side, the outcome certainly
could be a degree of material
destruction that could make much
of the country rubble; on the Israeli
side it is more likely to make it
simply unliveable. While the
buildings and infrastructure may be
left standing many people,
especially

a few years ago: to drive Israel nto
the sea. The second is to belitve
that Mr Arafat would have clinched
the deal if the then Israeli Prime
Minister, Ehud Barak, could have
delivered on it. But with an election
looming and the immovable Mr
Sharon, the likely winner
Arafat would have gambled all,
only to have it thrown in his face.

Mr Barak, who wasted time on '

an impossible deal with Syria and a
drawn out negotiation over Israel’s
occupation of southern Lebanon,
had simply left it too late. The first
explanation is no explanation.
Palestinian rhetoric at its worst has .
always contained the end-of-Israel
expletives, But a deal on the lines of
Camp David/Taba, if finalised by
Mr Arafat and Mr Sharon, would
be set in cement. The Palestinian
educated, professional class would
not stand for playing with it.
Neither would other Arab
governments.

Whatever the doubts in govern-
ments such as Saudi Arabia or
Syria, they would go along, as they
eventually felt compelled to over
Egypt’s historic rapprochement
with Israel 24 years ago. Besides, at
this point a great deal would
deserve to be guaranteed interna-
tionally - by America, Europe and
Russia. What was the Taba deal?

It is worth reiteration: a
Palestinian state to control 95 per
cent of West Bank and Gaza;
Israeli settlers to be concentrated
in about 5 per cent of the land
which Israel would annex, with

Palestine

World v1ew P o

professional
skills, may
decide this is
no place to
bring up a family and simply pack
their bags. Already there are 30,000
Isracli emigrants living and working
in San Francisco’s South Bay area
alone. So bad is the situation that
the American envoy, General
Anthony Zinni said last Sunday, a
mere two weeks after his arrival in
Israel, that he was considering
pulling out. Yet when he arrived, he
said he would stay as long as it took

to restore calm and restart peace

talks. So what next?

Where, for starters, does Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon go? He
could order his secret service to
assassinate Yasser Arafat, g many
of his advisers have been pushing
him to do. That would shake things
up. It could hand power to Hamas,
the most powerful of the militant
groups which could then strike a
deal with Mr Sharon that nobody in
Palestine would dare challenge.
But that is a long shot. It would
more likely lead to both a more
intensive intifada and to a
fratricidal conflict within Palestine.
Though so far the militants have
not shown much interest in being
associated with the Al-Qaida,
would they refuse an offer from an
Al-Qaida cell that decided to make
Israel pay? Mr Sharon, who
gambled and lost in Lebanon,
would be a fool to gamble again
with taking the life of Mr Arafat.

At some point, Mr Sharon has to
stop playing politics and ask
himself why Mr Arafat walked
away from the Camp David deal
and more particularly from that

worked out afterwards at Taba in-

Egypt a few months after Intifada 2
had got going? There can only be
two explanations. The first, which
Mr Sharon seems to believe, that
Mr Arafat does not want peace
with Israel, that his secret agenda is
the one that he revealed in a
sermon in a South African mosque

Israeli land in
the  Negev
desert; the
Arab neigh-
bourhoods of Jerusalem, including
those in the Old City to be
absorbed by Palestine; the Haram
al-Sharif mosque to be under
Palestinian sovereignty and the
Wailing Wall under Israeli; and
Palestinian refugees to be either
compensated with money, settled
in Palestine or, on a case-by- case
basis, in Israel. For sure, there were
bits and pieces still to be
negotiated: the Negev desert was
not a good substitute for loss of
part of the West Bank and the

Yasser Arafat: Refuses to spell out
vision for a deal.

refugee deal needed to be fleshed
out. But compared with what Mr
Barak first put on the table, all
these concessions were Israeli mile-
stones.

Given the right political climate
in Israel — a Right wing being led
with an element of foresight - they
are sellable to the electorate. Short-
term political perspectives have to
go out of the window — Mr Sharon
waiting for a week without violence
before he will talk; Mr Arafat
refusing to spell out in public at
home his vision of a deal; and
President George Bush waiting
until he has defeated Al-Qaida.

Mr Bush has to stand up, with
Europe and Russia at his side, an
tell Mr Sharon and Mr Arafat,
has to be your deal and we  are
going to make it stick.
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WEST ASIA / ISRAELI MOVE DECLARATION OF WAR; SAYS PALESTINE
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——————

~ Arafat banned fro

GAZA CITY (GAZA STRIP), DEC. 13. Is-
rael severed all contact with the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, early today, launching re-
taliatory air strikes on his West
Bank headquarters and sending
troops to Palestinian towns after
militants killed 10 Israelis in a bus
ambush.

A report from Jerusalem said Is-
rael had banned Mr. Arafat from
leaving the West Bank town of Ra-
mallah. Quoting the Israeli Justice
Minister, Mr. Meir Sheetrit, it said

~*Israel will not attack him person-
ally but he will stay where he is.”
Mr. Arafat was bunkered in Ra-

mallah when Israeli tanks were’

deployed around 200 meters from
his offices.

To travel, Mr. Arafat must take
the permission from the Israeli
authorities who control the skies
. over West Bank and Gaza.

A senior Israeli official said any
request by Mr. Arafat to travel
outside Ramallah would be exam-
ined and that Israel “reserves the
right to reject it or accept it.”

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman called
the moves “an official declaration
of war against our people” and
another top Palestinian official
said Israeli strikes had rendered
the Palestinian Authority unable
to fulfill its commitment to crack
down on terror.

The Palestinian attack came at
6 p.m. local time, when gunmen
ambushed a bus carrying Jewish
settlers from the Tel Aviv area to
Emantel, not far from Nablus, the
largest Palestinian city in the West
Bank. The Israeli military said a
gunman who fired on rescue
workers was shot and killed by Is-
raeli forces.

The violenc;dppeared to mark

2aving

An Israell soldier walks In front of an Anny bulldozef as it
destroys the Palestinian Authority’s radio station in the
West Bank town of Ramallah on Thursday. — AP

a new crisis point in the bitter 14-
month old conflict and threat-
ened to wreck U.S. efforts to ar-
range a truce. Israel’s Security
Cabinet ruled out talks with Mr.
Arafat hours after the Palestinian

leader bowed to long-standing Is-
raeli demands and ordered the of-
fices of the militant Hamas and
Islamic Jihad groups closed, but
did not outlaw them.

The Cabinet statement said Mr.

hs
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Arafat was “directly responsible”
for the deadly bus attack “and,
therefore, is no longer relevant to
Israel, and Israel will no longer
have any connection with him.”
The Israel Army Radio, however,
said low- level talks between the
two sides continued.

Hours later, after a night of
strikes in Gaza and the West
Bank, the Palestinians backed
away from the pledge to shut the
Hamas and Islamic Jihad offices.
“It’s impossible for the Palesti-
nian leadership to implement its
commitment under the shadow
of this comprehensive war,” said .
the Palestinian Information Min-
ister, Mr. Yasser Abed Rabbo. “We
are committed to all that we
promised but we can’t implement
it.”

The ominous moves from both
sides followed a day of violence
and retaliation on Wednesday.
Ten Israelis were killed and about
30 wounded when Palestinians
set off a bomb and opened fire 6n
a bus and several cars in the West
Bank, at the same time as two Pal-
estinian suicide bombers bléw
themselves up next to Israeli cars
in Gaza. .

Responding swiftly to the ‘at-
tacks, Israeli planes and helicop-
ters struck targets around Gara
and the West Bank, including a
building in Mr. Arafat’s West Bank
headquarters in Ramallah. The
Palestinian leader had been evat-
uated shortly before the strike.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State, Mr. William
Burns, said in Damascus today
that his country would contirlue
to deal with Mr. Arafat as the lead-
er of the Palestinian people<
AP, AFP -
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RAMALIAH, Dec. 12.
Palestinian President Mr Yasser
Arafat today decided to imme-
diately close down all institutions
belonging to the militant Hamas

and Islamic Jihad groups after a §

deadly ambush on an Israeli bus.

. “The Palestinian authority in an
yrgent meeting headed by Mr
Arafat has taken a decision that
Palestinian security forces will
immediately close down all Hamas

and Islamic Jihad institutions, -

including education, health and
political offices,” an official
sfatement said.
. Earlier, a report from Beirut
.said the military wing of the
_ radical Palestinian movement
Hamas claimed responsibility for
the attack on the bus, the
television station of Lebanon’s
Hezbollah movement said.
Ten Israelis were killed when
atmed Palestinian militants
attacked an Israeli bus in the West

Bank late this afternoon, an army £

spokesman said. About 25 to 30
people were also injured in the
ambush near the Jewish
seftlement of Emmanuel to the
southwest of the Palestinian town
of Nablus, the spokesman said. -
A report from Gaza Strip said two
Palestinian suicide bombers blew
themselves up outside a hotel in
the southern Gaza Strip Jewish
settlement bloc of Gush Katif this
afternoon and injured four people,
Palestinian security sources said.
“The Israelis have informed us
that; there have been two suicide
bombings,” a senior security
official said. “One blew himself up
near the gate of the Palm Beach
hotel and some 100 metres away
there was another suicide
bombing and .another explosion,”
he said.

Arafat to Hamas offices

A father of one of the four Palestinians killed grieves in front of a morgue at Khan Yunis refugee camp,
Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. — AP/PT

Meanwhile, Israel government
spokesman, Mr Avi Pazner, said
Israel holds the Palestinian
authority responsible for the bus
attack and will “certainly find a
way to respond.” -

“We . hold . the Palestinian
authorities responsible for the
activities of these terrorist groups
who operate in daylight and in the
full knowledge of the Palestinian
anthority’ and - continue - their

deadly attacks against civilians,”
Mr Pazner said.

In another development a US
diplomat confirmed today that
Washington’s special envoy ta
West Asia had secured an accord
between Israel and the Palesti-
nians for a conditional 48-hour
calm period to allow Palestinians
to crack down on extremists.
“During the meeting of the High
Security Committee on yesterday,

Mr Zinni proposed a 48-hour
period of caim that the Israeli and
Palestinian delegates accepted in
principle,” said-a US official.

He said, however, Israelis had laid
down two conditions.

Israel exercised-its opt-out clause
within hours of the meeting, when
its helicopters blasted a Pales-
tinian security -building in the
Gaza- Strip, killing four Pales-

tinians and injuring 17 othty
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obra attack helicopters circle above larger CH-53 helicopters on Tuesday at the US Marines operation base in southern Afghanistan before heading ot

Gulf leaders blast
Msraeh air raids v

DUBAI, Dec. 4. — Gulf and Arab leaders
today condemned Israel’s overnight strikes on
Palestinian targets and regional newspapers
said the attacks heralded an all-out war.

“The Israeli aggression will lead to
dangerous consequences and more violence in
the region,” Yemen’s official news agency
quoted the President, Mr Ali Abdullah Saleh
as saying.

It said Mr Saleh had discussed the strikes by
telephone with United Arab Emirates
President Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan
and Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah late on
Monday and that all three leaders denounced
the escalation.

Israel launched air strikes on a Gaza Strip
compound for Palestinian President Mr Yasser
Arafat and the West Bank city of Jenin on
Monday in retaliation for Palestinian suicide
bombings that killed 25 people in Israel over
the weekend.

Hospital officials said at least 17 people
were injured in the strikes.

Today, a Palestinian official said missiles had
struck near Mr Arafat’s headquarters in the
West Bank city of Ramallah.

Mr Arafat was inside at the time but was not
hurt.

Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, whose country was one of two Gulf
states that established ties with Israel, also
condemned the strikes and called on the
international community “to work to stop
Israeli attacks on the defenceless Palestmlan
people”.

His comments were carried by the 0ff1c1al

Qatar News Agency, which also quoted a -

Qatari official as saying Mr Arafat had asked
for an emergency meeting of the world’s
largest Muslim body, which Qatar currently
chairs, to discuss the strikes.

Most Gulf leaders, close allies of the USA,
have yet to publicly comment on the Israeli
strikes, which came in response to the
bloodiest Palestinian attacks in 14 months of
Palestinian-Israeli violence.

Many regional dailies, however, criticised
the Israeli military operation as terrorism.

The newspapers, which normally reflect
official thinking in this secretive region, also
insisted that the USA had given Israel the go-
ahead to launch the strikes, despite assurances
from the White House to the contrary.

“Mr Sharon starts a fullscale war with
American consent,” read a banner headline in
the United Arab Emirates’ Khaleej daily. In an
editorial, the newspaper said that by not
condemning Israel, the USA had given Israelis

M a i
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“the green light to violate more Palestinian
land”.

In Bahrain, headquarters of the US Navy
Fifth Fleet, the Akhbar al-Arab daily
incredulously asked: “How can a superpower
... give the green light to an occupying state to
practice assassinations, demolish houses and
kill children?”

Israeli troops are battling a Palestinian
revolt which erupted in September 2000,
shortly after peace talks stalled.

At least 742 Palestinians have so far been
killed in the violence which has fuelled Gulf
Arab rage against Israel and its ally the USA.
At least 222 Israelis were also killed.

In Saudi Arabia, Washington’s firm Gulf
ally, al-Watan daily questioned the USA's sense
of balance, particularly as it wages an anti-
terrorism campaign against Afghanistan.

“Why is the USA pretending not to see the
terrorism practised by Israel while it has
declared war on terrorism and wants support
from others?” the newspaper said.

Pakistan condemned the Israeli strikes
against the Palestinian Authority in Gaza and
the West Bank but called for restraint and a
resumption of peace talks. “The latest military
action is a part of deliberate Israeli policy of
undermining the Palestinian Authority,” a
foreign ministry spokesman said.



 JERUSALEM: The Israeli army
on Tuesday confirmed its partial
re-occupation of the autonomous
Palestinian cities of Nablus,
Ramallah and Beitunia in the
West Bank overnight as part of
Israel’s reprisals against the
Palestinians for last weekend’s
suicide bombings.

Armoured units penetrated
areas which agreements had
placed entirely under Palestinian
control around Ramallah and in
nearby Beitunia, a, military
spokesman said. Israeli forces also
took up positions west of Nablus

Ahe JPRIN

Israeli troops and tanks thrust deep

X

Into several Palastinian cities

to tighten an existing blockade
around the city and “prevent ter-
rorists mounting operations from
there”, the spokesman said.

These developments came even
as Israeli helicopter gunships on
Tuesday launched a second wave
of strikes in as many days on
Palestinian targets, including
Yasser Arafat’s headquarters in
Ramallah, but the Palestinian
leader escaped unhurt.

At least two persons were killed
and some 120 injured, 60 of them
students, in the strikes on eight

Palestinian_security buildings,
incluMe Ramallah police

e

Reyters

A RUN ON THE BANK
_ (\ "

An Israeli soldier looks out from his tank in the West Bank town of
Ramallah as Israeli helicopter gunships fired a missile into the outer
entrance of Yasser Arafat’s headquarters on Tuesday.

Israel strikes Arafat’s Ramallah hqrs

headquarters next to Mr Arafat’s
own offices, where he was present.

Reacting angrily to the Israeli
attacks, Mr Arafat accused Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of
trying to sabotage his efforts to
deal with terrorism by launching
the air strikes on Palestinian tar-
gets. Mr Arafat said Mr Sharon
wanted him to fail in dealing with
terrorist activities as “he does not
want the peace process to start”.

The strikes came hours after the
Israeli cabinet called Mr Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority a “terrorist-
supporting entity” that must be
dealt with. The cabinet also said it
considered Mr Arafat’s Force 17,
and Tanzim, a Palestinian group
loyal to Mr Arafat’s Fatah faction,
as “terror organisations, and the
activity against them will be in
accordance”.

However, the UN ignored
Israeli pleas that it take into
account the recent suicide attacks
and adopted a series of resolu-
tions backing a Palestinian state,
calling for withdrawal of Israel
from the Golan Heights and
demanding self-determination for
the Palestinians.

On the other hand, US.
Secretary of State Colin Powell
reiterated a call to Mr Arafat to
work to end the new wave of vio-
lence, ahead of his talks with Israeli
foreign minister Shimon Peres.

Mr Powell said he planned to
discuss with Mr Peres how to
defuse the latest upsurge of
unrest, sparked by weekend sui-
cide bombings which killed at
least 25 Israelis. “This is the time
for Chairman Arafat to use all of
his influence, all of his authority,
all of his prestige, to bring these
terrorist elements under con-

trol,” Mr Powell said in
Bucharest. (agencies)
» Related reports on Page 11
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“‘How far will Israel, Bush go?”

Geography, and history, predlctably divides editorial oplmon across the globe

‘In the path of a falling
WTC tower’

'THE JERUSALEM POST, Israel

T took almost three months, but Arafat
has managed to step into the path of one
of the falling towers of the World Trade
Center. After September 11, Arafat quickly
donned a homemade jersey with “Coali-
‘tion” emblazoned across the front, and
hoped no one would notice him sneaking
over from the opposing bench to the home
team. Arafat literally gave blood for the vic-
tims in New York, while his thugs made
death threats to reporters who had the
temerity to film celebrating Palestinian
crowds.Now Arafat’s pretense has been ex-
posed and the demand for full anti-terrorist
credentials placed at his doorstep. The
threat to Israel from terrorism is ultimately
even greater than to America. Israel’s
means of response must be no less resolute.

No quick fix solutions

HAARETZ, Israel

HE terrible terrorist attacks that
. claimed the lives of so many Israelis
have naturally created a climate in which it
appears there is no choice but for a wide-
scale response that could undermine the
Palestinian Authority. Despite all its failures
and weaknesses, the PA is the recognised
representative institution for the residents
of the territories. Dreaming about its elimi-
nation is wishful thinking derived from
anger, and an attempt to actualise those
. wishes could bring chaos down on both the
Palestinians and Israel. It can be argued that
Israelis already at war against various Pales-
tinian organisations and militias. It is possi-
ble that the recent terrible attacks and fear
of Israeli reprisal for them, along with inter-
national pressure on Arafat, are now moti-
vating the PA to take more serious action
against the terror organisations.

'On the brink of chaos

THE GUARDIAN, UK
HE gunships that raked Mr Arafat’s

Gaza helicopter pad yesterday could be k

asignal of worse to come, of a complete
break with the Palestinian leadership, of the
destruction of its infrastructure and of the
dispersal and expulsion of its personnel. But
it is impossible to believe that Mr Sharon
has returned from Washington with an
American mandate for such a course. The
odds are that Israel will tak~ military mea-

. engaged in an all-out military
. campaign to hunt down Osama
bin Laden? Until the carnage-of

last weekend, President Bush
trod a delicate middle way. But
the horrific, presumably syn-

. chronised, suicide bombings in
Jerusalem and Haifa have forced
Mr Bush’s hand. A dangerous
mood is emerging in Washing-
ton, into which the latest dread-
ful events may only feed... Mr
Bush may have given a green
light in public. The private mes-
sage to Mr Sharon must still be

amber, if not red.

PEANY
R Rene

Do NOT
IGNORE
ARAFAT.

Jeruslem Post

sures which will target buildings and areas
connected with Hamas, Hizbollah and and

.Islamic Jihad and will also damage the

Palestinian Authority, but will fall short of

an all-out assault. Chaos and a complete loss
- of control have never been nearer in the

Middle East. Mr Arafat could have given in
to those who have been urging him to de-
volve power to younger leaders; who could

"perhaps rein in attacks on the Israelismore

effectively, but he hasnot done so, thinking
that September 11 had handed him better
cards. The Israelis could have helped him by
dropping the impossible condition of a per-
fect ceasefire before any talks, but they pre-
ferred to let events develop in such a way as

“to enable them to paint him as an accom-
_ plice of terrorism.

‘Green signal or amber?

THE INDEPENDENT, UK

VER since 11 September, wheén Amer-

ica’s new “war against terrorism” be-
came juxtaposed with the deepening cycle
of violence in the Middle East, many who-
see justice in the Palestinian cause have had
a hard time rebutting one seemingly
straightforward assertion: how can it be
wrong for Israel to take sternreprisals
against the Palestinian terrorists who wreak
such bloodshed on its soﬂ when America is

Arafat’s last
chance

NEW YORK TIMES, USA

ASIR ARAFAT has a long

and frustrating history of
fudging or postponing hard deci-
sions. Now he can postpone no
more, Last weekend’s deadly ter-
rorist attacks in Jerusalem and
Haifa by Hamas suicide bombers
have all but shattered his credi-
bility as a negotiating partner. Mr
Arafat’s reluctance to shut down terrorist
groups like Hamas has again led to the
death of innocent teenagers and adults and
thrown yet another set of Israeli families
into mourning. Still, Israel should not take

" this decisive step just yet. Although Mr.

Arafat’s latest pledges of a thoroughgoing
crackdown on terror seem familiar and un-
convincing to.most Israelis, they ought to be
tested over the next few days... Mr. Arafat is
still the only Palestinian political leader with
enough authority to sell a territorial com-
promise to his own people.

How far will Sharon go?
ARAB NEWS, Saudi Arabia

T MUST be feared that the missiles that

rammed into Palestinian Presjdent
Yasser Arafat’s seaside headquarters and
the airstrikes in Gaza and the West Bank
represent more than the hit-for-hit strategy
that Israel has been following since the in-
tifada began. It could be the first move ina
bigger plan. The White House seas in the
airstrikes the exercise of Israel’s right to self-
defense. Gone are the calls for restraint.
The questiqn now is, how farmorewill |
Sharon’s Israel go, and Bush’s White House

- agree that it should go? That is why a much
*deadlier response has now tobe feared.
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Tsrael bombs Palesti

Gaza, December 7 M (i\‘fi

ISRAELI WARPLANES bombed.

the Palestinian authority’s main
police headquarters today, injur-
ing at least 18 people, in fresh
retaliation for the deadly suicide
attacks in the Jewish State.

The air strike in Gaza City,
hub of the Palestinian-ruled
Gaza Strip, reduced two four-
storey buildings to rubble, offi-
cials and witnesses said. Two
huge explosions sent a large
plume of smoke billowing over
the area and the impact shook
people out of their beds and
shattered windows hundreds of
yards away. But initial reports
suggested most were lightly or
moderately hurt.

As the warplanes were strik-
ing, troops backed by tanks

launched mcursm/\ in the
southern Gaza Strip and seized
two Palestinians — an Intelli-
gence official and a Palestinian
journalist. The latter was arrest-
ed after soldiers were unable
find his brother who belongs to
a militant group.

A Palestinian policeman was
killed and another injured when
Israeli tanks stormed into Pales-
tinian self-rule land near Beitr
Lahia yesterday on the northern
Gaza Strip. His body kept by
Israeli forces. The Israeli securi-
ty sources said the raid came
after Palestinians fired five mor-
tar hombs at a Jewish settle
ment in the area.

In Hebron, a 45- year-old Pales-
tinian teacher died of a heart
attack yesterday after the ambu-
lance carrying him to hospital in

st Bank was delayed at sev-
eral Israeli army checkpoints.
The bombardment in Gaza
City ended a two-day pause in
Israel’s air campaign against
Palestinian security targets in
response to last weekend’s
Palestinian suicide bombings.
The air raid came hours be-
fore Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials were to relaunch US-bro-
kered security talks that US
peace envoy Anthony Zinni
arranged after meeting leaders
from both sides. It seemed un-
likely the talks would go ahead.
Israel had warned it would
step up its military strikes until
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
acted against militants threa-
tening the Jewish State’s securi-
ty. The Israeli army said the air
raid was aimed against “Pales-

nia } police HQ

tinian authority bodies that sup-
port and aid terrorist activity”.

In Gaza, Palestinian public
security chief, Major-General
Abdel-Razek al-Majaydeh said:
“The Israeli attack has
destroyed our entire effort to
restore calm... It will only lead to
an escalation of tension.”

Ariel Sharon has accused
Arafat of making only token
arrests in response to Israeli and
US demands for a crackdown on
militants behind the t wave
of attacks in the Je“f&%te

Palestinian police rafiled an
ammunition factory in the Gaza
Strip, arresting activists run-
ning the operation and confis-
cating machinery. The arrests
may be part of the counter-ter-
ror action promised by Arafat.

Reuters
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Milit;\mfé_, Palestinian police clash

GAZA CITY (GAZA STRIP), DEC. 6. Hundreds of Ha-
mas supporters clashed with Palestinian riot
police outside the home of the group’s leader
on Thursday in a first sign of resistance to Mr.
Yasser Arafat’s intensifying crackdown on Is-
lamic militants.

A Hamas supporter was killed in an ex-
change of fire at the scene, witnesses said. The
Palestinian leader is under growing Israeli and
U.S. pressure to rein in the Hamas and Islamic
Jihad groups that have sent dozens of suicide
bombers to Israel, including four this week.

Israel told Mr. Arafat he must arrest leading
militants quickly or face a resumption of Israeli
reprisals. “This is the last chance (for the Pal-
estinians) to do what they are supposed to do,”
said Mr. Raanan Gissin, adviser to the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, said
Mr. Arafat must “use everything in his power
to prevent further terrorist attacks in Israel”
and that the Jewish state could not be expected
to conduct negotiations under fire. In Mr. Ara-
fat’s boldest move yet against Hamas, the
movement’s founder and spiritual leader,
Sheik Ahmed Yassin, was placed under house
arrest. Palestinian officers set up checkpoints
around his Gaza City home on Thursday,
clashing on and off for hours with more than
1,500 Hamas supporters. Mr. Arafat’s crack-
down was accompanied by a flurry of diplo-
matic activity on Thursday.

Egypt sent its Foreign Minister, Mr. Ahmed
Maher, on a new mediation mission. He met
with Mr. Sharon and was to hold talks with Mr.
Arafat later in the day.

Also, the U.S. envoy, Mr. Anthony Zinni, held
separate talks with Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat.
Mr. Mabher’s sudden visit came even though
Egypt has shunned high-profile ties with Israel
since Mr. Sharon, a hard-liner, became Israel’s
Prime Minister in March.

Palestinian security officials said a total of
180 Islamic militants have been rounded up
since the arrest sweep began on Sunday. Some
of the arrests were carried out overnight. In the
West Bank town of Nablus, Palestinian police
posted officers outside two mosques late
Wednesgay, checking the ID cards of worship-

Supporters (of the radical Islamic group Hamas throw stones at Palestinian
police during skirmishes close to the Hamas leader, Shelkh Ahmed
Yassin’s house In Gaza City on Thursday. — AFP

pers against a list of wanted people. No arrests
were made at the mosques, but police said they
found several kgs of explosives in a Nablus
hideout of a Hamas militant.

Israel has complained that those detained
were lower-level activists, and that the plan-
ners of attacks are still at large.

In Gaza City, police told Mr. Yassin, the Ha-
mas leader, that he was under house arrest,
barred all but,his relatives from visiting him
and cut his phopé€ lines.

a

YHe HINDU

In response, protesters threw stones at po
lice vans and officers on foot and set a polic
jeep on fire. After daybreak, officers wieldin-
clubs and holding up shields charged forwarc
sending the crowd running.

Both sides occasionally fired automati
weapons in the air, and witnesses said ther
also was a brief exchange of fire in which
21-year-old Hamas supporter, Mohammed Si
mi, was killed. His death was confirmed by Pz
estinian security officials. — AP
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ﬁring of Palestine suicide

strikes on Israeli cities

West Asiap

expl

OFESJ _,

on Bush

Jerusalem, Dec. 2 (Agencies):
Israel, a decisive factor in Amer-
ica’s coalition against terror,
plunged overnight into one of
its bloodiest weekends when a
Palestinian suicide bomber
killed 15 people in Haifa hours
after a double suicide attack
blew up 10 people in Jerusalem.

The bombings, among the
deadliest in Israel in years,
threatened to wreck a new US
peace mission, crucial for Presi-
dent George W. Bush to bolster
Arab support for the war
against terror.

Bush led the architects of the
anti-terror coalition in con-
demning the bombings and de-
manding rapid action from
Palestine President Yasser
Arafat, whom Israel held re-
sponsible. Secretary of state
Colin Powell, too, scrambled to
avert a feared Israeli backlash
that could tear apart Bush’s al-
liance. 7~

But Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, who met Bush in
Washington, was quoted by an
aide as telling the President that
“we will act against those who
serpetuate terror and those who
send them on their missions”. Is-
-ael has called an emergency
Cabinet meeting tomorrow.

Under intense pressure, Ara-
fat’s Palestinian Authority de-
clared a state of emergency and
ordered its security forces to ar-
rest militants who had planned
and carried out the attacks.

“This is a moment where the
advocates for peace in the Mid-

dle East must rise up and fight
terror. Chairman Arafat must
do everything in his power to
find those who murdered inno-
cent Israelis and bring them to
-justice,” Bush said minutes be-
fore meeting Sharon.

Talks between Bush and
Sharon were brought forward to

" Sunday from Monday to enable
the Prime Minister to fly home
early to tackle the crisis.

The militant group, Hamas,
which opposes Israel’s existen-
ce, claimed responsibility for
the strikes. It said they were to
avenge Israel’s November 23 kill-
ing of Mahmoud Abu Hanoud, a
military leader regarded by Is-
rael as a master bombmaker.

The Israeli army responded
to the bombings by announcing
it was tightening its blockade of
the West Bank by encircling
Palestinian cities it had not al-
ready surrounded.

The two almost simultane-
ous bombings in Jerusalem
hurled victims and severed
limbs through the air. Ten peo-
ple were killed and 150 wounded.

It was the worst attack in
Jerusalem since a suicide
bomber killed 15 people in Au-
gust in a pizzeria near the scene
of Saturday’s blasts.

Hours later, a Palestinian bo-
arded an inter-city bus in the
port city of Haifa and blew him-
self up. The explosion tore the
roof off the bus, shattered win-
dows and killed at least 15
people.

B See Page 3
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% Iran ‘kg

HEY HAVE more reason

to hate the Taliban than

almost anyone else, they

are allied with arguably
the most competent anti-Taliban
commander-in- the field and they
have t to gain from the col-
lapse of the Taliban. Yet, the Ira-
nians, who opposed the Islamic
militia since it swept to power,
appear to be wavering just when a
whole coalition of forces poses
the biggest threat to the Taliban it
has ever had to face.

There have been reports of Tali-
ban officials travelling to Mashad
for talks with Iranian officials and
also about a delegation from Teh-
eran going to Kandahar. These re-
ports have neither been
confirmed nor denied by Iranian
authorities but the absence of de-
nial or admission need not mean
much. The Iranians do not bother
much about repotrts in a Western
media they believe has been con-
sistently hostile. In any case, the
machinations Iran might mount
could be more effective if shroud-
ed in mystery. The former Muja-
hideen commander Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, currently based in
Iran, is reportedly reaching out to
the Taliban and the reports that
he is doing so at least partly on
behalf of his hosts have not been
denied either.

If the Iranians have indeed
turned friendly, it would have
come as a huge relief to the Tali-
ban. Despite the Pakistan Gov-
ernment’s claim that it has
responded to U.S. requests to
choke off supplies to the Taliban,
supplies can still slip across the
porous border with or without Is-
lamabad’s connivance. However,
a supply route from Iran, espe-
cially for the oil without which no
war can be fought in modern
times, will be infinitely more as-
sured and a little more secure
from interdiction by U.S. war-
planes.

Iran’s attitude towards the Tali-
ban is said to have changed be-
cause of its apprehension that the
U.S. was keen on re-installing the
former King, Mohammed Zahir
Shah, after the overthrow of the
Taliban. This line of analysis does
not make much sense. Why
should Iran worry whether a Tali-
ban-free Afghanistan is a monar-
chy or a republic or some other
form of Government as long as it
is peaceable? The return of mon-
archy to Afghanistan could, say
some, give rise to the demand for
a return to monarchy in Iran and,
a theocratic regime that over-
threw. the Iranian monarchy can-
not tolerate even the slightest
possibility of such a development.

But there is hardly anyone who
wants the monarchy to return to
Iran. Those who speak out against
the theocrats are demanding
more democracy not a return to
rule by the Shahs.

If Iran really had fears on this
score, they would have been fur-
ther reduced by the develop-
ments on the Zahir Shah front.
The former King's representatives
failed to turn up at the conference
called by that most loyal of former
mujahideen leaders, Pir Gilani.
While the Northern Alliance
claims it has drawn up its list of
candidates for a Loya Jirga that
might be held under the King’s
chairmanship at some time, there
seems to be very little coordina-
tion on a daily basis between the
Alliance and the King. A long-
standing incompatibility between
those Afghans who have actually
done the fighting for the last 20
years and the “Gucci Muj” — re-
portedly busy right now vying for
seats at a Luciano Pavarotti con-
cert — does not appear to have
been bridged in the least.

What does really worry Iran —
that faces U.S. allies on its south-
western and north-western flanks
— is the prospect that America
might become entrenched in a
post-Taliban Afghanistan. It does
not, therefore, want a very pro-
Western Pashtun element —
whether the King or groups like

ps all its

W

Iran’s President, Mohammed Khatami, with Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi... Teheran is yt to show Its hand.

Iran’s current moves
appear directed to
ensure that the
dominant Pashtun
element in a post-
Taliban Afghanistan is
nationalistic and not
subservient to the U.S.,
writes Kesava Menon.

his — to become the dominant
force in the neighbouring coun-
try. At the same time, Teheran has
been clear — and it had recog-
nised this earlier and more clearly
than almost anyone else — that
there can be no stable Govern-
ment in Kabul without a strong
Pashtun element.

Iran’s moves currently appear
directed to ensure that the Pash-
tun element which becomes
dominant is nationalistic and not
subservient to the U.S.

That Iran’s current moves are
purely tactical, and do not repre-
sent a strategic repudiation of the
Northern Alliance, is apparent
from the fact that it continues to
provide material assistance to the
Alliance. Not much news is com-
ing out of western Afghanistan
these days but Ismail Khan, for-

options

mer Governor of Heart, was the
first to gain significant chunks of
territory from the Taliban.

Another question is whether
Iran’s current moves are not con-
nected with its overall diplomatic
objectives? It is very difficult to
deny that the current develop-
ments have provided Iran with an
opportunity to further whittle
away at its estrangement from the
U.s.

There have been reports that
Iranian authorities have told
Western diplomats in closed ses-
sions that they agree with the war
goal of removing the Taliban from
power and that public rhetoric to
the contrary should be ignored.

Iran, in an unprecedented
move, has offered the use of its air
space for missions that might be
mounted to search and rescue
downed U.S. airmen. At the end
of this week, Iran also declared
that it was re-calling military ad-

visers sent to help Muslim war- -

riors in places as diverse as
Kosovo and Lebanon.

Next week, the Iranian Presi-

dent, Syed Mohammed Khatami,

will be addressing the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly.

It is not the Iranian style to
make dramatic political announ-

cements but Mr. Khatami's
speech will still be noted with in-
terest.
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WEST ASIA / ‘MILITANTS PLANNING ATTACK

" Israeli Ministers shifted
from homes

Nea®

JERUSALEM, NoOV. 9. Two Israeli
Cabinet Ministers and their fam-
ilies have left their homes after se-
curity services told them of plans
by Palestinian militants to attack
them, officials said on Friday.

The precautions followed the
Oct. 17 assassination of the Tou-
rism Minister, Rehavam Zeevi, by
militants from the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, in
revenge for Israel’s killing of the
PFLP leader, Mustafa Zibri.

In violence on Friday, Palesti-
nians opened fire on an Israeli ve-
hicle in the West Bank, killing an
Israeli woman, settlers and the
military said. The attack took
place near the Palestinian town of
Jenin in the northern part of the
West Bank, the military said. The
car overturned after it was hit by
bullets.

The Minister without portfolio,
Mr. Dan Naveh, his wife and two
small children left their recently
completed home in the village of
Shoham in central Israel, said a
neighbour, the Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr. Mossi Raz. Shoham is a
new community near Israel’s in-
ternational airport and 5 km from
the West Bank.

Media reports said the Health

Minister, Mr. Nissim Dahan, was
told to leave his house on week-
ends, because of intelligence
about a possible attack. He lives
in Hashmonaim, an Israeli settle-
ment just inside the West Bank.
Security experts said the precau-
tions were almost unpreceden-
ted. Several months ago, the
Cabinet Minister, Mr. Avigdor
Lieberman, who lives in a West
Bank settlement, was spirited out
in a military helicopter after in-
telligence reports that he was
about to be attacked.

Mr. Gideon Ezra, a Member of
Parliament and former deputy
head of the Shin Bet, said asking
Mr. Naveh and his family to leave
their home was “an unusual oc-
currence.”

Meanwhile, roadblocks re-
mained in place near cities in Is-
rael’s north, close to the West
Bank, though police foiled an ap-
parent suicide bombing early on
Thursday. Police would not com-
ment about the alert, but Israel
Radio said security services had
intelligence reports about a sui-
cide bomber about to leave the
Palestinian town of Jenin, at the
northern end of the West Bank.

Israeli forces still hold parts of
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Jenin and nearby Tulkalem, two
of six West Bank towrls Israel
seized after the Zeevi assassina-
tion. Over the past week, Israeli
troops have pulled out of four
towns. However, the withdrawai
from Jenin and Tulkarem was ap-
parently being delayed because of
intelligence reports about possi-
ble attacks.
Telegraph reports:

The United States was putting
the final touches on a limited
West Asia peace initiative after
the British Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, and the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, held a
long one-to-one council of war to
discuss military and diplomatic
strategy. U.S. officials said the
peace plan, the first by the Bush
administration after the failure of
the intense mediation effort by
the former President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, could be unveiled in the
coming days by the U.S. Secretary
of State, Gen. Colin Powell.

But in a sign that the details and
timing are still under review, Ms
Condoleeza Rice, the U.S. Nation-
al Security Advisor, warned the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, that he was not doin
enough to halt violence. /
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Targeted killings in self-defence:

PARIS, NoV. 8.The Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shimon Peres, told French lawmakers on
Wednesday that his country’s policy of target-
ed killings of Palestinian militants suspected
in terror operations was a necessary act of self-
defence. He said the policy was needed to face
“a completely new phenomenon”” — the sui-
cide attacker.

“The only option is to eliminate him before
he acts,” Mr. Peres said. “When he starts to
act, it is already too late.” Palestinians charge
that the so-called targeted operations are as-
sassinations, sometimes of political leaders.
Mr. Peres, speaking to the French Parliament’s
Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee ahead
of a meeting with the President, Mr. Jacques
Chirac, also said he does not believe the Pal-
estinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, will use the
upcoming U.N. General Assembly debate as a
forum to declare an independent State.

Mr. Peres was responding to a news report
that Mr. Arafat was considering making the
declaration at the annual U.N. debate, which
starts over the weekend. “This would be a dec-
laration without territory,” Mr. Peres said, be-
cause the borders of an eventual Palestinian
State have not been defined. “A State without
borders is no better than territories without a
State,” he said.

The Palestinian Information Minister, Mr.
Yasser Abed Rabbo, said the report, published
on Tuesday in the London-based Arabic-lan-
guage newspaper Al-Hayat, was false. Mr.
Peres has confirmed that he is working on a
new peace initiative with the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon. After a meeting
with Mr. Chirac, Mr. Peres said the main ob-
stacle to relaunching the peace process was
one of “credibility” of the Palestinians.

“They have #flade good statements, prom-
ised importat things, bhit when you get to the
concrete gfings, we gre met each time with
much gifficulty,” Peres told reporters.

~

TARGET PRACTICE?: An Israell soldier raises his weapon as a Palestinlan woman

pulls her children in the divided West Bank city of Hebron recently. — Reuters

“The biggest problem we (Israelis) have is the
credibility of the Palestinians.” Mr. Sharon
said this week that Israeli forces had killed 15
militants in targeted operations during its in-
cursion into parts of six Palestinian towns, as
well as 42 in clashes.

The incursion came after the October 17 as-
sassination of the Tourism Minister, Mr. Reha-
vam Zeevi. :

Meanwhile, a Palestinian suicide bomber
detonated explosives today as an elite anti-
terrorist unit closed in on his hideout in a West
Bank village, police said. The assailant was
killed and two Israeli commandos were hurt.

The Israeli Defence Minister, Mr. Binyamin
Ben- eliezer, said he expected the conflict with
the Palestinians to escalate and predicted an
increase in attacks on Israelis. Mr. Ben-eliezer
warned of a possible attack with non-conven-
tional means, including anthrax.

Today'’s blast went off in the village of Baka
al- Sharkiyeh, along the invisible line between
Israel and the West Bank. Security forces in
central and northern Israel had been on high
alert since yesterday, after receiving warn
that a Palestinian militant was en rout,
rael, with plans to carry out a suic
ing. — AP




“l{ak nuclear arsenal in
safe hands: Rutnisfeld

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 5

US DEFENCE Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld used his whistlestop - 1

India tour to reiterate that the
fight against terrorism was a
global one. He also claimed a
“vast improvement” in the
airstrikes against the Taliban.
The bombing, he said, was now
being guided by ground forces

inside Afghanistan, and he

hoped that the military cam-
paign would take the least pos-
sible time.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference with Defence Minister
George Fernandes on Monday
morning, Rumsfeld said the US
would go after terrorist net-
works wherever they existed
after the campaign in
Afghanistan was over. “This
fight is much bigger than
Afghanistan. Afghanistan hap-
pens to be the first problem
because of the al-Qaeda net-
work there. It has to be stopped
before it kills thousands more,”
the US Defence Secretary said.

Referring to US President
George W Bush’s “unambigu-
ous” line, Rumsfeld promised
that the US “will pursue terror-
ist networks wherever we find
them”, once the campaign in
Afghanistan ended.

Asked if the issue of terrorist
training camps in Pakistan
came up during the 90-minute
discussion with the Indian side,
including a 20-minute one-on-
one with Fernandes, Rumsfeld
said, “We talked of terrorism in
a broader sense. We talked of
terrorism that affected both our
countries, the concerns we
share and the importance of
deaking with this problem.”

Addressing concerns about
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal
falling into jehadi hands, he
expressed the belief that these
were in safe hands. “Countries

with nuclear weapons have a
healthy respect for the power
(these weapons confer) and
take appropriate steps to ensure
that they are handled in a way
that reflects the danger they
pose,” the US Defence Secretary,
who arrived in New Delhi from
Islamabad last night, said. He is
on a whirlwind five-nation tour.

Rumsfeld disclosed the pres-
ence of a large number of US
ground troops in Afghanistan.
Responding to a query about
Fernandes’ scepticism about US

tactics, he said that the “effec-
tiveness of bombing has vastly
improved”. “There are large
number of teams on the ground

. assisting.with targekting and

humanitarian activity,” he said.
He hoped that the campaign

. On his reservations about US
tactics expressed to a German
publication, Fernandes said,
“Military tactics should be left
to military persons. We should
accept what’s happening.”

Rumsfeld ducked a query on
the continuing US military
sanctions against India. “Sanc-
tions related to nuclear or mis-
sile technology is something for
the US Department of State and
the Government of India to dis-
cuss,” he said.

Echoing Fernandes’ senti-
ment for building a strategic
relationship, Rumsfeld
announced that the US Pacific
Command chief Admiral Den-
nis Blair and Under Secretary
of Defence Douglas Feith would
visit India soon to discuss link-
ages for a strong military-to-
military cooperation.

Vajpayee calls for global front against
religious terrorism

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari Vajpayee today said that religious
terrorism has emerged as the “new menace” and the “main dan-
ger” to peace, stability and the civilised world order in the new
century and called for the fight against it on the basis of “widest
possible” international cooperation.

In Russia on the second day of his three-nation tour to focus on
the global campaign against the scourge, he spoke to a group of
intellectuals and ideologists saying the September 11 terrorist
attacks on the US have highlighted the evil face of this new menace.

Recalling that the world grappled with the momentous issues
and developments in the 20th century, the Prime Minister said
that recent events have starkly shown that thebeginning of this
century has witnessed emergence of terrorism as the main dan-
ger to peace, stability and civilised world order. Agencies
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“Sharon, Peres d

JERUSALEM, NOV. 6. In a new hint of
momentum to break the stale-
mate with the Palestinians, the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon and his moderate Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, are
holding discussions on a peace
plan, officials said on Tuesday.

The initiative came amid new
violence on Tuesday: Palestinian
gunmen and Israeli soldiers
clashed south of the West Bank
town of Nablus, and three Palesti-
nians were killed and an Israeli
soldier was wounded, the army
said. In a bid to end 14 months of
violence, Mr. Sharon and Mr.
Peres have met once and plan an-
other session on Friday to discuss
the new peace initiative, but dif-
ferences remain between the two,
Mr. Sharon’s spokesman, Mr. Raa-
nan Gissin said.

Mr. Peres acknowledged last
week that he was working on a
new peace plan. Israeli news re-
ports said at the time it called for a
Palestinian State and the disman-
tling of Jewish settlements in the
Gaza Strip, where about 7,000 Is-
raelis live amid more than a mil-
lion Palestinians.— AP

7,

The Israell Forelgn Minister, Mr.

AR

Shim

i cusos peace plan

on Peres (left) glances

at the Palestinlan Authority President, Mr. Yasser Arafat
(seated right) as he passes behind him at the beginning of
the Euromed conference in Brussels on Tuesday. It was the
second time in one week that the two sat at the same
conference table. — AFP
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Peres moots”ﬁrmted

Jerusalem, November 2 \A

ISRAELI FOREIGN Minister Shi-
mon Peres said in an interview
today that Israel should evacuate
some Jewish settlements and con-
duct peace talks with the Pales-
tinians even as violence rages.

Peres’ remarks contrast
sharply with the views of his
coalition Government partner,
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.
They were published by the
Maariv newspaper before Peres’
expected meeting with Palestin-
ian President Yasser Arafat in
Spain this weekend.
~ Peres was asked whether he
would evacuate some Jewish set-
tlements in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, where Palestinians
are waging a 13-month-old upris-
ing against occupation.

Peres did not specify which
settlements he would empty.
“Sharon thinks every settiement
is important. I think the map of
settlements makes things diffi-
cult for Israel and prevents it
from drawing a map of security
and peace,” Peres said.

The Jewish settlements were
built on land Israel captured in
the 1967 Middle East War and are
regarded as illegal by the inter-
national community. Palestini-
ans have often targeted them in
their uprising aimed at estab-
lishing an independent state.
Sharon has also made a renewal
of peace talks conditional to end
the uprising, which flared in

"’ o
@yacatlon

AFP PHOTO

British Prime Minister Tony Blair gestures during a meeting with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in Gaza City on Thursday.

September 2000.

“If I was Prime Minister, we
would be in a much better posi-
tion,” Peres told Maariv. “1
would conduct peace talks under
fire ... because you can't stop the

fire with fire alone.”

Despite right-wing criticism,
Sharon has given his approval
for Peres to travel to an economic
conference on the Spanish island
of Majorca set for Friday and

3 NOV 20l

Saturday.

Peres said he would not nego-
tiate with Arafat, but would meet
him. They were due to partici-
pate in a panel discussion at the
conference on Saturday. The two

architects of interim Israeli-
Palestinian peace deals last met
on September 26 to reaffirm a
US-backed truce-to-talks plan
which has not taken hold.
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WEST ASIA / MILITANT GROUP THREATENS REVENGE 1\

g

Israeli mlssne kills top Hamas Iead ‘

NABLUS (WEST BANK), NOV. 24. An Israeli helicop-
ter fired two missiles at a van in the West Bank
on Friday, killing a leader of the Islamic mil-
itant Hamas group and two other activists,
Palestinians and Israel army radio said. The
Israeli military refused to comment.

A total of seven Palestinians were killed on
Friday, making it the single bloodiest day
since October 26 when 10 died in clashes with
the Israeli military. The rocket attack killed the
man Israel considers the most wanted Palesti-
nian in the West Bank, Mahmoud Abu Ha-
noud, head of the military wing of Hamas,
officials of the organisation said.

Hamas had earlier denied that Abu Hanoud
was caught in the raid, but later reversed its
position and declared three days of mourning,
while calling for a general strike throughout
the West Bank and Gaza Strip on Saturday as a
mark of protest. Hamas also threatened
bloody revenge. ‘‘Revenge for our martyrs is
something related to our military wing, but we
hope that the answer and the tough reaction
will come soon for this ugly crime,” said Abdel
Aziz Rantisi, a Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian hospital officials, however, said
they had not yet been able to make a positive
identification of body parts found near Abu
Hanoud’s burnt-out van, hit as it travelled on
a deserted road in the northern West Bank.
Two other corpses were identified as belong-
ing to the Hamas leader’s deputy, Ayman
Hashaykah, and Hashaykah’s brother, a low-
er-ranking Hamas activist.

Prior to the incident, Israeli security forces
went on alert after receiving an intelligence
warning that three armed Palestinians were
on their way to carry out an attack inside Is-
rael, Israeli security sources said. It was not
known if the alert and the attack on the Hamas
trio were connected. A 15-year-old Palestinian
was shot dead by troops dispersing stone
throwers in the Gaza Strip refugee camp of
Khan Younis where a day earlier five boys had
been killed by what Palestinian police said was
a bomb planted by Israeli forces. There were
growing demands in Israel that the military
make swift disclosure of its investigation into
the deaths. Also in Gaza, a Palestinian taxi
driver was killed and three of his seven pas-
ounded when the vehicle came
1 fire. Two of the wounded were

Palestinlans inspect the remains of the car that carried the Hamas leader, Mr. Mahmoud
Abu Hanoud, near the West Bank town of Nablus on Saturday. (Iinset Hanoud). — AFP

critically hurt with head injuries, doctors said.

The Palestinian Cabinet Secretary, Mr.
Ahmed Abdel Rahman said the killing of the
Hamas activists just a day after the deaths of
the Gaza schoolchildren, suggested a deliber-
ate attempt by the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.

Thursday’s blast. The victims ranged in age
from seven to 14 and all members of the same
clan. After the funeral, about 200 Palestinians
marched toward the nearby Jewish settlement
of Neve Dekalim, throwing stones at the fence.
Israeli troops fired stun grenades and live
Ariel Sharon to sabotage a new American push  rounds, killing a 15-year-old boy, doctors said.
to calm the Israeli-Palestinjan conflict. I Thearmy said it fired warning shots in the air,
think he wants to make the American effort and did not see anyone being hit.

fail and it is an attempt to push the Palesti-
nians to react,” he said.

In recent months, Israel has killed some 50
militants it suspected of involvement in
bombing and shooting attacks on Israelis.
More than a dozen bystanders have also died
in such targeted killings. The United States has
condemned the practice.

In the Gaza Strip, thousands joine
neral procession for the five boy,

Two U.S. mediators, the Assistant Secretary
of State, Mr. William Burns and retired Marine
Corps, Gen. Anthony Zinni, are to arrive in the
region next week. They are to press the two
sides to implement accords already agreed on
— a truce negotiated last May by the CIA di-
rector, Mr. George Tenet, and the April report
of an international commission head

the fu- former U.S. Senator, Mr. George Mj
ille a formula for restamng peace .
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/ A NEW CALL FOR WEST ASIA PEACE

A CANDID ADVOCACY of a ‘‘viable Palestinian

state’”’ may have enhanced the credentials of the |

U.S. as a self-styled honest broker in West Asia at
this psychologically salient moment. America’s
ongoing military offensive in Afghanistan has-al-
ready accentuated Washington’s dilemma in re-
gard to the Muslim world in general and the Arab
bloc in particular. Washington is keen on avoid-
\ing any political backlash from the Arabs in the
parallel context of the American manhunt for
Osama bin Laden, the identified wizard of terror.
It is not that Osama is a folk hero among the
Arab masses despite his undoubted sway over
the minds and hearts of many among them with
an anti-West disposition. However, conspicuous
indeed is the Bush administration’s cultivated
sense of compulsion to woo the Arabs for the
fear of sending out a wrong racist-religious sig-
nal to them about America’s real intentions in
seeking to break the Taliban-Osama axis in Af-
ghanistan. Quick in sensing Washington’s desire
to keep the Arab leaders and people in good
humour, Israel lashed out against the U.S. soon
after its anti-Osama offensive began last month.
Israel then sought to caution the Bush adminis-
tration against lurching towards a possible “ap-
peasement” of the Muslim world. The Jewish
state even angered Washington by reminding it
about Neville Chamberlain’s historically infa-
mous appeasement of the European fascism and
ultra-nationalism of a bygone era. It is in this
contemporary setting of the American options
for friendly ties with the Islamic universe that the
U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has
now floated a measured initiative of calling for
peace between the main warring parties in West
Asia — Israel and the Palestinians.

The U.S. is planning to depute emissaries to
the region to defuse the current tensions so that

a fresh peace 1n‘1-t?at1ve, not so novel in its details
though, may have an even chance of being put to
the test by the parties eoncerned. This being the
first major effort by the U.S. in-this regard in the
new globalised milieu of a ‘campaign’ against
terror, Gen. Powell has exercised sufficient care
to speak on the issues at stake in the new moral-
ist idiom of stark choices. Addressing the Pal-
estinians, he called upon them to stop the
anti-Israel “violence” and “terror” so that the
Jewish state can live “free from terror as well as

ar”’. His message to Israel is that it should put
an end to its “occupation” of the Palestinian
territories by giving up the policy of “settle-
ments” as also the other contgytsxal practices.

0\ W\

Now, there is no dearth of basic principles
that might serve as guidelines for a solutio
the present situation. Yet, Gen. Powell has doke
well to remind Israel and the Palestinians of
critical fundamentals without which a workable
peace settlement is unthinkable. The Jewish
state has been asked to bear in mind the need for
a ‘“viable” Palestinian state, while the Palesti-
nians are being told of the importance of a solu-
tion based on the idea of ‘‘secure” and
recognised borders on both sides. Urging a for-
ward movement towards the long delayed ‘‘final
status” negotiations, the U.S. is keeping in con-
stant focus the need for some preliminaries such
as a truce as also a cool-off period and confi-
dence-building measures. In all, the U.S. is
equally eager to reassure the Palestinians that
they are not being hustied towards a fast-track
peace process. Debatable, however, is whether
Washington’s new sense of urgency is not de-
signed to debunk Osama’s arguments about the
alleged Americyn /neglect of the Palestinian
cause. /ﬂ

~
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JERUSALEM, OCT. 30. In a sign of a possible rift
within \the Israeli Government, the Foreign
Ministek, Mr. Shimon Peres, was preparing an
independent initiative aimed at breaking the
deadlock with the Palestinians, an aide and
reports said on Tuesday.

The Israeli newspaper Maariv said the plan,
to be presented in coming days, includes a
pullout from all of Gaza and the dismantling of
Israel’s settlements there — an idea that in the
past has been opposed by the Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon. In Gaza, unrest continued,
meanwhile, with Palestinians firing several
mortar rounds into a Jewish settlement early
on Tuesday and Israeli troops briefly entering
Palestinian-controlled territory in search of

the source of fire. The Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, on Tuesday called on Mr.
Sharon to return to peace talks. “I call on Sha-
ron to go back to the negotiating table,” said
Mr. Arafat, who was in Rome on an official
visit. “Let’s go back to implementing the ac-
cords, let’s go back to saving the peace process
with no conditioning, no military pressures.”

Israeli and Palestinian security command-
ers failed on Monday to set a new timetable for
Israel’s pullout from occupied areas of four
West Bank towns, with Israel demanding the

+ Palestinians arrest more militants before it

BENT HEAD, RISING CONCERNS: The
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
rests his head in his hand during a
meeting of his Likud party faction in the

Knesset (Parliament) in Jerusalem
on Monday. — AP
withdraws. Israel has killed 38 Palestinians, in-
cluding civilians, in the assault which began

WEST ASIA / UNREST CONTINUES IN GAZA - UO

Peres preparing for new initiative

after the assassination two weeks ago of the
ultranationalist Israeli Cabinet minister Reha-
vam Zeevi. The radical Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine claimed the killing a
revenge for its own leader’s Aug. 27 killing by
Israel. :

Israeli forces arrested scores of militants but
failed to net Zeevi’s killers in the operations,
which have been strongly opposed by the
United States which is concerned that the
fighting here could endanger the brittle sup-
port among moderate Arabs for its operation
against Osama bin Laden and the Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan. Despite the U.S. pres-
sure, no agreement was reached at a meeting
of Israeli and Palestinian security officials in
Tel Aviv on Monday for Israel’s withdrawal
from the areas of Tulkarem, Qalgilya, Ramal-
lah and Jenin that it has occupied. The meet-
ing came hours after Israel completed its
withdrawal from areas of the Biblical town of
Bethlehemn and adjacent Beit Jalla.

There has been growing tension between
Mr. Sharon and members of Mr. Peres’ mod-
erate Labor Party over the incursions in the
West Bank, Israel’s widest military operations
in 13 months of Israeli-Palestinian fighting
that have killed 730 people on the Palestinian
side and 191 on the Israeli side.
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Israel begins pull-back w
from Palestinian wllage G

JERUSALEM: Israeli troops withdrew
early on Thursday from a Palestinian village
taken over a day earlier as Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon called high-level consultations
to consider a further pull-back from West
Bank areas occupied last week.

In renewed violence on Thursday, a
Palestinian police officer was killed in an
exchange of fire in Bethlehem, Palestinians

said. The Israeli military said soldiers fired at

armed Palestinians.

There was heavy gunfire
through the night in the
town, with Israeli tanks
positioned a few km from
the Church of the Nativity,
marking the traditional
birthplace of Jesus.

In Tulkarem, Israeli sol-
diers advanced from their
positions on the outskirts &
and surrounded the Palestinian governor’s
house, firing rifles and machine guns,
Palestinians said. No one was hurt.

The Israeli military refused to comment
on its operation. The sweep through the
West Bank village of Beit Rima on
Wednesday sparked a gunbattle and left five
Palestinians dead, according to villagers.
They said three others who were taken to an
Israeli hospital also died, but hospital offi-
cials said one was serlously wounded and
the other two lightly wounded.

The five dead were Palestinian policemen

at a checkpoint at the entrance to the vil-

lage, witnesses said.

The Israeli army said soldiers arrested
Palestinians suspected of involvement in the
assassination of Israeli tourism minister
Rehavam Zeevi.

Israeli troops pulled out of Beit Rima
early Thursday after operating to “prevent
further terror attacks on Israehi civilians and
to root out the infrastructure of terror,” the
army said in a statement. Palestinian securi-
ty officials confirmed the
withdrawal.

On Wednesday, Powell
renewed a demand on
Israel to withdraw “imme-
diately” from the West
Bank towns. The call was
echoed by UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and

by & the UN. West Asia envoy
ARSI Terje Roed-Larsen.

The Palestinian cabinet called the Israeli
sweep in the village of Beit Rima an “ugly |
massacre” and declared a day of mourning
Thursday, ordering public and private insti-
tutions to close for the day and flags to be
flown at half-mast.

The dead and wounded, as well as 11 peo-
ple who were arrested, belonged to militant
Palestinian groups, the Israeli military said.

Ben-Eliezer said the brother of the gun-
man who killed Zeevi was captured jn the
Beit Rima raid. The purpose of opera-
tion was to “bring about the t of these
murderers,” he said. ap)
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‘Sharon deﬁes @

US, refuses to '
withdraw troop

Jerusalem, October 23

PRIME MINISTER Ariel Sharon
on Tuesday defied pressure from
the United States and his own
coalition partners to end Israel's
biggest military offensive ag-
ainst the Palestinian Authority.

Sharon brushed off a US
demand that Israel immediately
withdraw troops deployed in or
around most cities in the Pales-

tinian-ruled West Bank after a
far-right Israeli Cabinet minister
was assassinated last Wednesday.

The US is anxious to end over
a year of Israeli-Palestinian
fighting as it seeks to bolster
Arab and Islamic support for its
military strikes in Afghanistan.

. . Yettensions rose further when

‘Palestinians blamed Israel for
the explosion of a booby-trapped
car in the West Bank city of Nab-
lus on Monday night that killed a
Palestinian militant accused of
being behind a series of deadly
suicide bombings.

“Israel does not plan to take
control of (Palestinian-ruled)
areas, but the murder of Tour-
ism Minister Rehavam Zeevi
crossed a red line and Israel, like
any democratic country, is fulfill-
ing its right to self-defense,”
Sharon’s office said in a state-
ment late on Monday.

Gunbattles raged overnight
where Israeli forces remained,
particularly in Bethlehem. In the
West Bank town of Qalgiliya,
Israeli tanks and bulldozers raid-
ed part of the city overnight,
destroying a Palestinian security
force installation and the house
of 4 suicide bomber who killed 21
pegple in Tel Aviv in June,

i

Palestinian officials said a 13-
year-old youth died of wounds
inflicted in violence in Qalgiliya
on Monday.

At the UN, the Palestinian del-
egate to the UN called for the
Security Council to demand
Israel withdraw its forces from
areas taken in the past five days.

US officials initially reacted to
the raid by saying they hoped the
military operation would not be
lengthy. But in unusually strong
language aimed at one of Ameri-
ca’s staunchest allies, Washing-
ton ratcheted up its criticism five
days into the offensive.

“Israeli defence forces should
be withdrawn immediately from
all Palestinian-controlled areas
and no such incursions should be
made,”  State Department
spokesman Philip Reeker said.

Sharon reiterated his demand
that the Palestinian Authority
“hand over cabinet minister
Zeevi's murderers and those who
sent them, fight terror organisa-
tions and dismantle them.”

Israeli diplomatic sources said
the army would remain in its
current positions to prevent
attacks by Palestinian militants
amid “severe warnings” of
imminent assaults.

Sharon came under domestic
pressure from the Labour Party
which said it would consider
pulling out of his government if
the offensive against the Pales-
tinian Authority continued.

The State Department called
on the Palestinian Authority “to
do all in its power to halt violence
and terror,” adding that failure to
do so “is absolutely unaccept-
able.” Reuters

Ve
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ISRAELI TROOPS entereJ twi

more West Bank towns on Sat-

urday and killed four Palestini-

ans in gun battles in what is

emerging as the broadest Israeli

* military operation in more than
a year of fighting.

The incursions — six in three
days — were triggered by the
assassination of an Israeli Cabj-
net minister by Palestinian mil-
itants earlier this week.

The US State Department said
on Friday that the Israeli incur-
sions “complicate the situation
and should be halted.” The esca-
lation threatens Washington’s
efforts to retain Arab and Mus-
lim support for military action
against Islamic militants sus-
pected of having masterminded
the September 11 terror attacks
on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. The US is court-
ing moderate Arab states and

. fears Israel-Palestinian violence
* could interfere.

At about 3 am on Saturday,
Israeli tanks entered the towns
of Qalgilya and Tulkarem in the
northern West Bank. Troops
were met by Palestinian fire, and
‘four Palestinians were killed in
the fighting, doctors said.

In Qalqilya, Israeli soldiers
took over the two-story police
headquarters, which Palestin-
ian officers had left before the
incursion, Palestinian security
officials said. Troops also seized
the rooftops of four homes and
set up positions there, .

In the fighting, a Palestinian
policeman and an activist in the
- Islamic militant group Hamas -
. were killed, doctors said, Israeli
soldiers arrested five activists
Hamas activists, including four
brothers of a man who had car-
ried out a suicide bombing in
Israel in 1994, Palestinian offi-
cials said. Two members of
Force 17, a Palestinian security

service, were also detained.

In nearby Tulkarem, Israeli
tanks shelled a Palestinian
police outpost, killing two
policemen, Palestinian security
sources said. Troops seized the
rooftops of five homes and set
up positions. The Israeli army
confirmed the incursions, and
said they were launched to pro-
tect Israeli citizens.

Israeli Justice Minister Meir .

Sheetrit said Israel had no inten-
tion of holding on to Palestinian
territory but had to.“’stop Pales-
tinian attacks against Israel.”

An Israeli tank crushes a car under its tracks in the West Bank town of Beit Jala on Saturday.

In addition to Qalqilya and
Tulkarem, Israeli troops have
entered and sealed the towns of
Ramallah, Jenin, Bethlehem
and Beit Jalla since Thursday.
Palestinians are barred from
entering or leaving those com-
munities. . '

- Israel} troops have repeatedly
entered Palestinian towns in the

. bast year, but the series of raids

launched on Thursday marked
the broadest Israeli military
strike so far. It was apparently
aimed at pressuring the Pales-
tinlan Authority to arrest and
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extradite the killers of Israeli
Tourism Minister Rehavam
Zeevi, who was shot Wednesday
in a Jerusalem hotel. The Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, a radical PLO faction,
has claimed responsibility, say-
ing’ it assassinated Zeevi, an
ultranatjonalist, to avenge its

‘own leader, Mustafa Zibri, who

was killed in a targeted Israeli
rocket attack in August.
The Palestinian Authority

“has said it will try to track-down

the suspects, but will not extra-
dite them. AP
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ILL the assassination on
October 18 of Israel’s
Tourism Minister,
Rehavam Ze'evi, it could
have been said that the overall
impact on the West Asian
situation of the global political
processes set off in connection
with the U.S. military strikes in
Afghanistan was positive. The
Israelis and Palestinians had
resumed security talks, Israeli
forces were pulling out of two
Palestinian towns and Israel’s
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, was also talking about
the possibility of a Palestinian
state. With Ze'evi’s
assassination, the West Asian
wheel seemed to have spun out
of control once again but the
global stakes are so high that
the odds are that the situation

will be contained.’

The last opinion would appear
a foolhardy prediction given the
vast scope for unpredictability
in the region. But the clearest
indication that regional players
were being pressured to not let
the situation spin out of control
was provided by the relatively
mild Israeli response. Instead of
sending F-16s and helicopter-
gunships swooping over
Palestinian towns or
immediately bumping off a
couple of Palestinian politicians
in retaliation, Israel satisfied
itself (at least initially) with
demanding that the Palestinian
Authority identify, arrest and

Will

hand ojer Ze'evi’s killers.
Considgring that Ze’evi was the
first Israeli official of Cabinet
rank to have been killed by
Palestinians and against a
backdrop where Israeli
retaliation has tended to the
excessive, this was a mild
response.

It is unseemly to talk ill of the
dead, but among the Israeli

The pressure on the
Palestinians and the
Israelis to keep matters
under control is
stronger than ever,
writes Kesava Menon.

politicians who have done the
utmost to provoke Arabs, the
75-year-old Ze’evi had good
claim to be among the foremost.
Those who eulogised Ze'evi at
his state funeral — including
Mr. Sharon and the President,
Mr. Moshe Katsav — spoke of
his knowledge of Jewish history
and his commitment to his
people and the land. But
Ze'evi’s vision did not appear to
include any humane sentiment
for the people who lived on the
land for centuries before Israel
was created. He had advocated
expelling the entire Palestinian
population from the occupied
territories. Ze'evi also advocated

that Israeli Arabs — including
presumably the Bedouin among
thern who have served in the
Israel military — be likewise
transferred to east of the Jordan
river.Ze'evi's assassination
followed two instances, in
successive days, wherein Israel
revived its policy of
assassinating wanted
Palestinians by killing Hamas
activists. The Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine,
which claimed responsibility for
Ze'evi’s murder, said it was in
retaliation for the killing of its
leader, Abu Ali Mustafa, in
August. Unlike in the past, the
Palestinian Authority did not
react to the murder of the
Hamas activists by breaking off
political contacts with Israel,
and issued a swift

DEEPSEATED RAGE: Palestinians at a refugee camp In Gaza.

condemnation of Ze'evi's
assassination. But Mr. Sharon
quickly sought to pin the
Palestinian Authority and its
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, to the
mat by saying the Rais bore
personal responsibility for the
murder. He also ordered a halt
to political contacts with the
Palestinians and sent his tanks
back into Ramallah, a process
that resulted in the death of two
including a seven-year-old child.
Besides his natural proclivity
for an aggressive response, Mr.
Sharon probably calculated that
Ze'evi’s murder provided the
opportunity to reverse a tide in
international affairs that was

tr;ey turn it down?

running against Israel. He had
seen that the U.S,, in trying to
build a global coalition against
terrorism, was considering
linking up with Iran and Syria
— two states Israel accuses of
abetting terrorist activities
against it.

Like his counterparts in India,
Mr. Sharon has been worried
that in its pre-occupation with
the brand of terrorism
represented by Osama bin
Laden, Washington would
ignore other forms of the
menace. That had induced
remarks about how the West
was dealing with the current
circumstances in much the
same manner as Britain had
dealt with Hitler in signing the
Munich Pact. This remark was
withdrawn after a severe
reprimand from the White
House.The brusque dismissal of
Mr. Sharon’s concerns was
accompanied by the dawning
realisation in Israel that even
the much-vaunted clout of its
lobby was not going to sway the
U.S. from its obsession with
Osama. Further confirmation
came when the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
standing next to Mr. Arafat,
declared that the vision of a
two-state solution to the Israel-
Palestine conflict had the full
approval of the international
community.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian
Authority had ensured a drastic
scaling down of the violence
from its side and resumed talks
at the level of officials
concerned with security matters.
Taken together with the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush's
earlier statement that a
Palestinian state was part of his
administration’s vision, there
was a clear trend that renewed
efforts for a final deal would be
launched once the anti-Osama
campaign was completed.

The entire Palestinian
leadership, like most of the Arab
world, firmly believes that
Osama has nothing to do with
the Palestinian cause and has
only sought to hijack it. There is
also a consensus in the entire
non-Israeli West Asia that a just
solution to the Palestinian cause
is an absolute prerequisite if the
angst and anger that feeds the
Osama phenomenon is to be
overcome. That view now
appears to have taken hold in
the West as well.

In these circumstances, the
pressure on the Palestinians and
Israel to keep matters under
control and moving forward to a
more durable truce and then, if
possible, towards peace is
stronger than ever.
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Israel

strikes

Arafat’

JERUSALEM, Dec. 3. — Israeli army
helicopters today launched -missile
attacks on the heliport of Mr Yasser
Arafat in Gaza City.

Tel Aviv has said this is a clear s1gnal

to the Palestine Liberation Organ-

isation chairman to firmly rein'iri the
Islamic extremists who set off a series
of attacks in Israeli cities a day before.

Barely an hour later, Israeli F-16
fighter bombers struck on Palestinian
security targets in the northern West
Bank town of Jenin.- Helicopters also
hit Bethlehem.

The Isracli Prime Minister, Mr
Ariel Sharon, held Mr Arafat directly
responsible for attacks on Israeli
citizens and declared a “war on
terror”. Israel would act with all the
means at its disposal, he said.

The PLO reacted angrily to Mr
Sharon’s statement saying it was a
“declaration of war.”

Mr Sharon spoke in a televised
address just before a Cabinet meeting
was to decide on further reprisal for a
series of suicide attacks and shootings
by Palestinian militants since Satur-
day. He compared Israel’s campaign
to that waged by the USA against
Osama bin Laden. “Just as the USA
acts in its battle against world terror, ...
so shall we do... with all the means at
our disposal”, he said.

Meanwhile, Jordan’s state security
court today sentenced Palestinian
extremist Abu Nidal of the Fatah
Revolutionary Council to death for
the murder of a Jordanian diplomat in
1994, adds AFP from Amman. Four
others were also sentenced to death
for the murdér of Naeb Omran
Ma’ayteh, a former first secretary at
the Jordanian embassy in Beirut.

Earlier report on page6
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FROM TIMOTHY HERITAGE

Jerusalem, Dec. 3 (Reuters):
Palestinian’ President Yasser
Arafat faces one of the toughest
tests of his long political career
over a pledge to crack down on
militants following a devastating
wave of suicide attacks in Israel.

Acting under intense US and
Israeli pressure, Arafat’s securi-
ty forces said they had arrested
more than 100 militants within
24 hours of the suicide bomb at-
tacks which killed 25 people in
Jerusalem and the port c1ty of
Haifa at the weekend.

But Israel and the interna-
tional community are sceptical
that Arafat will finally make
good on his often repeated prom-
ise of a crackdown, which has re-
sulted in periodic sweeps for mil-
itants but has often seen prison-
ers quickly released.

Arafat risks a political back-
lash and perhaps even'vidlénce
among rival Palestinian groups
ifshe cracks down effectively on
the militants, but he risks inter-
fiatonsksolation and a harsh Is-
raeli military response if he
does not.

Israeli politicians are now
openly proposing trying to oust
Arafat and his Palestinian Au-
thority, although Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon has never publicly
adopted such a sfance.

“Arafat is now coming under
more pressure than he’s ever
been before from the United
States and from Israel,” said
Palestinian political analyst
Khalil Shikaki.

“He has to deliver what he
promised the Americans he
would do, but his ability to do
much is limited... He will act but
he won’t act in the manner that
Israel wants.”

Israelis are even more scepti-
cal, saying it is almost impossi-
ble for Arafat in political terms
to do what Israel and the Ameri-
cans want. “My bet is that he will
continue to play a cynical game,”
said Israeli political analyst Hil-
lel Frisch. “Iused to think Arafat
was in control but I am not sure
any more.”

Acknowledging Arafat’s

/ Toughest -
/est stares o
"\ at Arafat @

problems, US secretary of state
Colin Powell said he faced a “md*
ment of truth”. S

Words and deeds -

Arafat has said nothing in publi¢
of the bombings, although the
Palestinian Authority has coh-
demned them and vowed to find
those responsible.

“The Palestinian Authorlt‘y
is serious and there is'no com:
promise with those (militant}
people, individuals or groups,: »
Jibril al-Rajoub, head of Palés:
tinian Preventive Security in th&
West Bank, said today. o

But Israel and the Unitéd
States say that throughout ‘t4

months of Israeli- Palestml_ah

" bloodshed, Arafat has failedot
. live up to his promiges to catty

out arrests and end viclehce. 1!

“Now more than ever, Chaird
man Arafat and the Palestiniar
Authority must demonstrate
through their actions and ndi'
merely their words their com”™
mitment to fight terror,” Bus*h
said in a statement.

That is why the Palestlman
leadership's actions so far — de-
claring a state of emergen?:y’
rounding up more than:100 mil-
tants, and threatening to outldw’
militant groups — have failedteo/
satisfy Sharon or Bush. J/
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GAZA CITY (GAZA STRIP), DEC. 8. Is-

raeli helicopters fired missiles at

i Palestinian security buildings in-

. side a refugee camp early Satur-
day in retaliation for the firing of
mortar shells at Jewish settle-
ments, the army said.

No injuries were reported. Pal-
estintan  security  buildings
throughout the Gaza Strip had
been evacuated on Friday after an
Israeli F-16 jet struck a police
compound in Gaza City early in
the day, injuring 20 persons.. In
Saturday’s strike at the Rafah ref-
ugee camp in southern Gaza,
three buildings belonging to mil-
itary intelligence and the Palesti-
nian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat’s
personal guard, Force 17, were
badly damaged, Palestinian secu-
rity officials and witnesses said.
The missiles blew large holes in
the roofs of the buildings and top-
pled some walls, witnesses said.
Dozens of people gathered at the
scene chanting support for Mr.
Arafat.

The five mortar shells that were
fired at Jewish settlements in the
Gaza Strip late Friday injured no
one, the army said. It claimed the
Palestinian security offices that
were targeted in the helicopter at-
tack should have prevented the

| shellings. Israel had renewed its
i airstrikes on security stations in
Palestinian areas on Friday after a
two-day lull. The attacks earlier in
the week were retaliation for sui-
cide bombings that killed 25 in
Haifa and Jerusalem last week-
! end.

Despite the violence, the U.S.
envoy, Gen. Anthony Zinni,
pressed ahead with efforts to
quell the crisis sparked by the sui-
cide bombings. Gen. Zinni hosted
a four-hour meeting in Tel Aviv
between top Israeli and Palesti-
nian security officials on Friday,

=

Y Ko

. g?at accuses U.S.

pro-Isr

%el bias
buw)both sides said the atmo-

sphere was highly charged and lit-
tle progress was made.

A Palestinian official speaking
on condition of anonymity said
things were so bad that the talks
would have ended in a fist fight if
the Americans had not inter-
vened. Another Palestinian offi-
cial said his side had explained
that its forces could not capture
terrorists if Israel did not lift re-
strictions on movement and stop
the airstrikes. An Israeli security
official, who also declined to be
identified, called the talks “‘pretty
rough,” and said Mr. Arafat must
rein in terrorists before Israel
ceases its strikes.

Angered that the United States
has not criticised the Israeli at-
tacks, Mr. Arafat accused the
Americans of pro-Israel bias in an
interview on Friday with Israeli
television. He was visibly irritated
when asked by the interviewer for
Channel One television about the
American pressure on him to
clamp down on Islamic militants.

“Dear God, who cares about
the Americans,” Mr. Arafat said in
the interview on Friday in the
West Bank city of Ramallah. “The
Americans are on your side and
they give you everything. Who
gives you airplanes? The Ameri-
cans.” Mr. Arafat was referring to
the $2.7 billion in annual Amer-
ican aid, which Israel uses in part
to buy fighter jets. When the in-
terviewer attempted to ask Mr.
Arafat about Gen. Zinni’s diplo-
matic efforts, Mr. Arafat cut him
off, saying; “Don’t talk to me
about the Americans.” Mr. Arafat
told Israeli television that Palesti-
nian police near the West Bank
town of Jenin had arrested 17 of
the 33 persons on a wanted listed
given to him by Gen. Zinni. — AP

I
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TIsrael strikes

at Arafat"®

security hub

Gaza, December 8

ISRAELI HELICOPTER gun-
ships struck Palestinian security
buildings inside a refugee camp
in the southern Gaza Strip on
Saturday, driving home Israel’s
demand that Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat do more to
rein in militants.

The missile attack in the early
hours devastated the Rafah
offices of the Palestinian Intelli-
gence services and Force 17,
Arafat’s elite bodyguard unit,
hours after a new round of US-
brokered security talks aimed at
halting the spiralling violence.

The were no immediate
reports of casualties. A Palestin-
ian official said the compound
had been evacuated in anticipa-
tion of the attack, the latest
Israeli retaliation after Palestin-

ian suicide bombers killed 25 -

people in Israel last weekend.

During the three-hour securi-
ty talks near Tel Aviv, brokered
by US envoy Anthony Zinni,
Israeli security chiefs rejected a
Palestinian request that they
ease the pressure in the occupied
territories.

Israel says it will keep up its
strikes until Arafat acts against
militants threatening the Jewish
state’s security in a 14-month-old
Palestinian wuprising against
occupation. “It was a difficult
meeting,” an Israeli official said.
“We were firm in raising our con-
tention that the Palestinians are
arresting only second- and third-
rate terrorists, rather than going
for the main culprits.”

Palestinian security chiefs
briefed Arafat on the meeting
afterward but made no comment
on the outcome. Nabil Abu
Rdainah, a senior aide to Arafat,
said only that another meeting
had been scheduled for Sunday.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon has -accused Arafat of
making token arrests in response
to Israeli and US demands for a
crackdown on militants, A US
Embassy statement . issued
after the security meeting said
the session focused on “practical
steps to combat terror and vio-
lence”.

Inarare interview with Israeli
television, Arafat said on Friday
night he was doing all he could to

arrest militants. He said he had
so far arrested 17 people on the
list of 33 given to him by Zinni,
along with “dozens of others”.

When the TV interviewer sug-
gested the US saw the arrests as a
sham, Arafat became visibly agi-
tated: “Who cares about the Amer-
icans? The Americans are on your
side and they gave you everything.
Who gave you the planes?... Who
gave you the tanks?...Who gave
you all the money?”

The Israeli army said the
Rafah strike came in response to
ongoing Palestinian mortar
attacks against Israeli settle-
ments and military targets in the
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian secu-
rity services whose offices were
hit “had direct or indirect
responsibility for the mortar
attacks”, an army statement
said. A Palestinian security offi-
cial rejected the charge.

“The security services which:

were hit had been working to
spread security and stability in
the Palestinian territories and to
maintain the ceasefire,” said
Major-General Abdel-Razek Al-
Majaydeh, Palestinian Authority
public security chief.

The Israeli army said in a
statement it killed two Palestin-
ian gunman near Adik village in
the West Bank late on Friday
afternoon. The army said sol-
diers intercepted the men when
they came armed to a road in the
area where there have been
numerous shooting attacks.

Mustafa al-Malki, governor of
the Palestinian town of Qalqilya,
accused the army of assassinat-
ing the two men, who he said were
wanted activists from Arafat’s
Fatah faction.

“Undercover Israeli units wait-
ed for them, and when they
approached the soldiers opened
fire and killed them outright,” the
governor said.

At least 750 Palestinians and
222 Israelis have died since the
Palestinian uprising against
Israeli occupation erupted in
September 2000.

Israeli helicopters fired mis-
siles at Palestinian security
buildings inside a refugee camp
early Saturday in retaliation for
the firing of mortar shells at Jew-
ish settlements, the army said.

Reuters /
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For a brief moment recently, we saw the glimmer of a silver Kning in
the war clouds — a possible resolution of the vexatious Israel-Palestine
problem. But like an unfolding classical Greek tragedy, violense has
once again overwhelmed any prospect of peace with the brutal
assassination of Israel’s tourism minister Rehavam Zeevi allegedly by
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. The sheer audacity of
the attack outside the minister’s hotel room in the heart of Jerusalem
has prompted threats of terrible and swift retribution from Israel,
something which will perpetuate the cycle of death and destruction in
the volatile region. While Israel’s anger at this violation is understand-
able, it has almost immediately sought to pin the blame on Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat. This despite Mr Arafat’s categoric denial of any
hand in the killing. Israel knows by now that the eye-for-an-eye policy it -
has so assiduously pursued has not paid off; indeed, hostilities have only
escalated. Surely, something has to give; someone must muster the
courage unilaterally to call a halt to the violence. At the moment,
painful though it is for Israel, such a move can only come from Tel Aviv.
To an extent, the moral responsibility for such targeted killings must
vest with prime minister Sharon and his government — the killing of
Zgevi was in retaliation for the murder of Mustafa Zibri, leader of the
PFLP, as part of a campaign to eliminate Israel’s opponents.

Tsrael’s state-sanctioned assassination policy has certainly succeeded
in creating terror but it has not been able to bring about a just and com-
prehensive peace. In perpetuating this vicious cycle, Tel Aviv appears to
have played straight into the hands of terrorists like Osama bin Laden.
He and his fanatical followers had cited the oppression of the Palestin-
ian people as one of the main motivations behind Terrible Tuesday. To
their credit, the Palestinians have always rejected any form of fanati-
cism and Mr Arafat minced no words in his condemnation of the attacks
on the US, Not a single Palestinian has been found even remotely to be
involved in the crime. This is perhaps what has led to a rethink in the
West about equating the Palestinian cause with terrorism of other kinds
in the region. Just before the killing of Zeevi, British prime minister
Tony Blair had spoken of the need for a Palestinian homeland with the
caveat that the US had been thinking along these lines shortly before
September 11. Israel, above all, has the most to gain from a secular and
moderate Palestinian regime in the area which could be a bulwark
against other less tolerant governments. Mr Sharon too appeared to
have realised this, toning down his over-the-top rhetoric against
Mr Arafat to actually agreeing to lead a delegation to discuss the future
contours of Palestine. Of course, Zeevi’s death has changed all this.
Mr Arafat, on his part, must extradite Zeevi’s killers to stand trial in
Israel. After this, Mr Sharon must not insist on imposing further
conditions for the resumption of talks. Peace in West Asia would be
perhaps a much greater blow to the Osama bin Ladens of the world
than all the pounding and shelling going on at the moment in
Afghanistan. New Delhi and now Washington which have suffered first- ]
hand the depredations of terrorists must counsel Tel Aviv that peace 1
howsoever painfully arrived at, is the only antidote to terror. tV
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‘Israeli ministér assassifiated,

another front opens!'Up for US

MICHELE GERSHBERG q% /\
JERUSALEM, OCTOBER 17 ’

US efforts at establishing
peace in West Asia, and its par-
allel plan for Afghanistan, suf-
fered a severe setback today
when Palestinian gunmen assas-
sinated an Israeli cabinet minis-
ter to avenge the killing of their
militant leader. This was the first
Arab assassination of a member
of Israel’s government.

The radical Palestinian Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) claimed re-
sponsibility for  shooting
tourism minister Rehavam
Zeevi, a 75-year-old former
general who advocated the
‘transfer’ of Arabs from land
claimed by Jews.

Zeevi, popularly known as
‘Gandhy’, was shot twice outside
his room at the Hyatt hotel,
where many ministers and legis-

Rehavam Zeevi

lators stay during the working
week. Ironically. he had re-
signed from the government on
Monday — effective today — in
protest against the government’s
recent relaxing of rules for
Palestinjans.

The incident immediately
sent tension levels in the region

shooting up after relative calm
over the past few days. “Every-
thing has changed”, Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
said, and Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat was solely to
blame.

The charge was denied by an
Arafat aide; earlier, the Palestin-
ian Authority had condemned
the shooting.

“The  responsibility is
Arafat’s alone, as someone who
has carried out and is carrying
out acts of terrorism and never
took steps against it”, Sharon
told a memorial session of par-
liament.

“We will carry out a war to
the bitter end against the terror-

ists, those who help them and

those who dispatch them”,
Sharon said, accusing Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority of har-
bouring “murderers”.

CONTINUED ON ?pf 2
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Sharon pins

By Kesava Menon 1" '9 - ’

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 17. Israel’s Touris
Minister, Mr. Rehavam Ze’evi, was assassinat-
ed in Jerusalem today. The Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, which claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, said it was in retri-
bution for the killing of their leader Abu Ali
Mustafa in August.

Israel's Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
has held the Palestinian Authority President,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, personally responsible for
today's attack and said the situation from now
on would not be like it was till yesterday.

Gunmen are reported to have waylaid Mr.
Ze'evi in the corridor of the Hyatt Hotel in
Jerusalem where he was staying. They shot
him at close quarters and though doctors tried
several procedures, Mr. Ze’evi succumbed to
his injuries two hours later. Mr. Ze’evi, who
leads the fanatic right wing Moledet party, had
announced on Monday that he and the deputy
head of his party would resign from the Cabi-
net. Their resignations were to have come into
effect on Wednesday afternoon.

Mr. Ze'evi, who was nick-named Gandhi,
appears to have only one thing in common
with the Mahatma — the fact that they were
both assassinated. This right-winger among
the right-wingers had stood for the “transfer”
of all Palestinians from the occupied territo-
ries - in other words, for ethnic cleansing.

He had decided to resign from the Cabinet
because he thought that hawkish Mr. Sharon
was being too ‘“soft” on the Palestinians.

There are at least two different versions of
how Mr. Ze’evi came to acquire a nick-name
that all Indians would consider an abhorrent
mismatch. One version is that he had dressed
up in a toga for a play while in schgol that his
classmates started calling him Gandhi.

The other version is that Mr. Ze’evi’s violent
proposals vis a vis the Palestinians was so op-
“site to all that the Mahatma stood for that
Jne appellation Gandhi was seen as a macabre
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DANCE OF DEATH: Palestinians perform the Dabkeh, a traditional dance, as one of them

MINISTER’S KILLING / PALESTINIAN REBELS OWN RESPONSIBILITY

the blame

on Arafat

carrles his gun as they celebrate at the Ein el-Hilweh refugee camp near the southem
Lebanese port city of Sidon on Wednesday the assassination of the Israell Tourism
Minister, Mr. Rehavam Ze’evi (Inset), in Jerusalem. — AP

joke. Predictably enough, Mr. Sharon has
sought to use the assassination to strike for the
high ground in his dealings with the Palesti-
nians. The West has revived its interest in the
Israel-Palestinian negotiations in the course of
its effort to maintain the coalition against Al-
Qaeda. British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
has just recently announced his support for
the formation of a Palestinian state while
standing next to Mr. Arafat.

That Western pressure has been brought to
bear on both sides is also evident from the
de-escalation of violence in recent weeks and
announcements by Israel that it was going to
ease the closure on some parts of the Palesti-
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nian territory. Just yesterday, Mr. Sharon had
said that he would not be opposed to the for-
mation of a Palestinian state if certain condi-
tions were met. Now, Mr. Ze'evi’s
assassination has given Mr. Sharon the oppor-
tunity to revert to the hard stance towards
which he,js more naturally inclined.

Reuters reports:

The Palestinian Authority today condemned
Mr. Ze'evi’s assassination but urged Israel to
stop its policy of killing Palestinians.

Mr. Yasser Abed, Cabinet Minister of the
Palestinian Authority, said, “We feel sorry
about this assassination. We reject all forms of
political assassinations”’.
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SAMA BIN LPADEN has
displaced Mr. Saddam
Hussein as the hero of
the Arab street. The
public displays of anger against
the U.S. were far more frequent
and intense whenever the Iraqi
President and his country were
targets of U.S. attacks post-1991,
than they have been since the
U.S. began operations against
Osama and his Al-Qaeda. But in
private, the hero worship of

Osama has been far more
widespread.

This hero worship did not
manifest itself so palpably in the
aftermath of the East African
embassy bombings or the attack
on the USS Cole linked to the
Al-Qaeda. So was it the
spectacular audacity and the
meticulousness in the planning
of the September 11 attacks that
generated this hero worship? For
all his defiance, Mr. Saddam
Hussein did not really rock the
West with the Scuds that he
fired into Israel in 1991. There is
no doubt the September 11
attacks rocked the U.S. and the
rest of the West to their core. In
a bleak sense, they represented
the biggest success the Arab
world has been able to register
against the West in recent times.

In his by-now famous telecast
over Al Jazeera, timed to
coincide with the start of the
U.S. bombing campaign in
Afghanistan, Osama portrayed
the attacks as just retribution for
the many wrongs the West has
committed against the Arab
world. The colonial experience
(including the weird mapping of
the political geography of the
Arab world which is one of the
enduring legacies of that
experience), the blind support to
Israel, the harm done to Iragi
children by way of sanctions
and the imposition of a U.S.
military presence in Saudi
Arabia were among the
grievances cited to justify the
September 11 attacks.

Osama has never articulated
his position on these Arab
issues, barring that pertaining to
the U.S. military presence-in
Saudi Arabia, so explicitly
before. The main protagonists in
some of these issues — the Iraqi
Government, Lebanese and
Palestinian political *
organisations — had also
disassociated themselves from
the September 11 attacks. Yet,
after the Al Jazeera telecast it
appeared that the Arab street
had accepted Osama as the

Jheir ang

It appears that the
Arab street has
accepted Osama bin
Laden as the most
effective articulator
of its grievances,
writes Kesava Menon.

most effective articulator of
these grievances. Non-Arab
sympathisers too appeared to
readily accept that the Osama
phenomenon could be
explained purely on the basis of
these long-standing grievances.

A historical analogy might be
appropriate here though it is
likely to be controversial. Adolf
Hitler did after all give voice to
the grievances of a German
people subjected to ignominy
and misery by virtue of the
Treaty of Versailles. But Hitler’s
political agenda took a course
very different from an
appropriate and just redressal of
these grievances. The kind of
state the Taliban established
with Osama’s complete support
— bizarrely lauded in some
quarters as the “purest Islamic

er is palpable -

Palestinians in Jerusalem read of the attacks on Afghanistan... ominous undercurrents.

state” — clearly stands for the
ultimate objective that Osama

has in mind. If the world M
could transport, through a time-"
reversal process, the wisdom
acquired after the Second World
War to the period before Hitler's
ascent it would probably have
tried to deal with the German
grievances in such a fashion
that Nazism would have been
nipped in the bud. That would
have entailed the addressing of
the German grievances as well
as specific measures to block
and eliminate Hitler. Has
Osama, as the U.S. would insist,
left the world with no time?
According to the Bush
administration Osama’s agenda
is well advanced through the
creation of a wide network that
will try and implement his
political programme through
terror. The U.S. feels there is an
urgent need to cut up and
eradicate this network before
the underlying grievances that
give it sustenance can be
addressed. A plausible case can
also be made that the
addressing of these grievances
immediately after the September
11 attack will only feed the
phenomenon of terror since it
will show that terrorism
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produces the results that
rational interaction can never
achieve. An equally
incontestable fact is that the
seed of Osamaism has fallen on
very fertile ground. The real
success of the Al Jazeera telecast
lies in the fact that Osamaism
will sprout irrespective of
whether the man and his
associates are killed or not. If he
survives for some time he will
be acknowledged as the greatest
of Ghazis (holy warriors) and if
he dies he will become the
greatest of Shaheeds.

Tackling Osamaism will
obviously require more than the
elimination of his terrorist
network and the “drying up of
the swamp of finances and
other resources” that give him
sustenance. It will most
definitely require the redress of
the Arab and Islamic world’s
grievances. But it will also
require something more.

When people elsewhere in the
world have shrugged off, or are |
trying to overcome, the colonial
experience the Arab world still
wallows in self-pity about what
was done to it. Osamaism will
never fully die out till the Arabs
take control of their own
destinies.
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S "~ ANTI-TERROR CAMPAIGN / WEST LOSING PROPAGANDA WAR, SAYS BLAIR

’

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 12. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair has re-
turned home after a high-pres-
sure visit to West Asia convinced
that the West cannot hope to win
the “hearts and minds” in the
Muslim world unless there is a
fair settlement of the Palestinian
issue.

He admitted that the West was
losing the propaganda war in
Arab countries, and the message
that the West was not at war with
Islam was simply not getting
through.

Mr. Blair’s admission of a sense
of frustration came after Saudi
Arabia, in what is seen as a public
“snub”’, declined to receive him
in view of the prevailing strong
anti-Western sentiment, and the

- Egyptian President, Mr. Hosni

Mubarak warned that there could
be no long-term end to terrorism
until the Palestinian concerns
were addressed. Mr. Blair looked
uncomfortable when at a joint
press conference in Cairo, Mr.
Mubarak chastised the West for
its approach to the Palestinian
problem, and said it lay at the
heart of the growing climate of vi-
olence. Observers noted that Mr.

Mubarak offered only ““qualified” .

support to the military strikes in
Afghanistan and made clear that
his country would not back any
action against Iraq or any other
country.

Later talking to accompanying
journalists, Mr. Blair acknowl-
edged that much needed to be
done to improve communication
with the Muslim world and win its
confidence. “One thing becoming

‘Palestinian concerns must be

YO

NO, THANKS: One month after the attacks on the World Trade

Center, Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia,
chairman of Kingdom Holding Company (right), hands the New
York Mayor, Mr. Rudolph Giullani a check for $10 million for the
Twin Towers Fund in New York, on Thursday. However, the Mayor
rejected the cheque after the Prince said that the U.S. should
re-examine its West Asia policies. — Reuters.

increasingly clear to me is the
need to upgrade our media and
public opinion operations in the
Arab and Muslim world. There is
need for us to communicate ef-
fectively,” he said.

He added that even moderate
Arab governments were under
pressure from their own people
who believed that “we have lost
interest in the Middle East peace
process”. This, he stressed, need-
ed to be countered, admitting in
an article in a London-based Arab
newspaper that there was “‘enor-
mous pressure” to resume talks

between Israel and Palestinian’

leaders.
Mr. Blair's official spokesman

told foreign correspondents here
that “reinvigorating” the peace
process was on top of the agenda.
He said moves in this direction
had begun even before the Sep-
tember 11 events, but they had
now assumed a new urgency.

On Saudi Arabia’s refusal to re-
ceive Mr. Blair, he said it had not
been “logistically” possible to fit
in the visit — a line also taken by
the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw — but observers were more
inclined to accept the version of
Asharq al-Awsat, an Arab newspa-
per, which said domestic sensitiv-
ities , were behind Riyadh’s
relyctance to host a Western lead-
ey/at this juncture.
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Commenhfators noted that the
fact that even a pro- Western
country such as Saudi Arabia had
been forced! to be more cautious
in being seen as a Western ally
was an indication of the “ugly”
public mood. “The Saudi Govern-
ment fears that such a visit (by
Mr. Blair) could further inflame
domestic opposition to the air
strikes and lend support to radical
Islamists who have been respon-
sible for bomb attacks against
Westerners,”” The Daily Telegraph
said, while The Guardian pointed
out that the West was worried
about the ““dangerous schism be-
tween Arab leaders who basically
support the West and are ap-
palled by bin Laden, and sections
of their people to whom he has

become a potent symbol of de-
fiance”. I&\N, D

The Secretary of State for De-
fence, Mr. Geoff Hoon, mean-
while, indicated that the
deployment of ground troops in
Afghanistan could be delayed un-
til the next spring because of the
harsh winter which is about to set.
“Historically we know that civil
wars that have plagued Afghan-
istan tend to close down in the
winter months.

That is obviously a factor that
any military plan must take ac-
count of,” he said. An opinion

poll today showed that Mr. Blair’s

personal popularity was at its
peak, outstripping Ms. Margaret
Thatcher’s during the Falklands
war and that of Mr. John Major at
the height of the Gulf War. His
standing compared with Winston
Churchill's during-the Second
World War.



Washington, October 7

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Ariel Sharon has apologised
for recent remarks, in which
he accused the United States
and other western powers of
trying to appease Arab
nations, saying he was misun-
derstood.

“Unfortunately, the
metaphor in my words was not
understood correctly, and I'm
sorry about that,” Sharon said
in a brief telephone interview
with The New York Times pub-
lished today.

On Thursday, Sharon called
on Western democracies, in
particular the US, not to repeat
the terrible mistake made in
1938, when European democra-
cies sacrificed Czechoslovakia
for a temporary solution
to their problems with Ger-
many.

The White House said Presi-
dent George W Bush had found

TWO PALESTINIANS KILLED
BY OWN EXPLOSIVES

TWO PALESTINIANS were
killed early on Sunday when
a bomb went off in their car
in the northern Israeli town
of Beit Shean, an Israeli
police officer said, on condi-
tion of anonymity. The two
had apparently been either
transporting the explosives
or on their way to plant the
bomb, he said.

The death toll from the
year-old Palestinian upris-
ing now stands at 866,
including 668 Palestinians
and 175 Israelis.

. AFP, Jerusalem

the remarks “unacceptable.”
In the interview, Sharon
expressed regret five times in
less than five minutes, accord-
ing to the daily.

He said he had spoken with
Secretary of State Colin Powell
three times on Friday and once
yesterday.

“It’s behind us,” he,said of
the dispute over his comments.
“It's completely behind us.”

Sharon said the United
States had not unfairly put
pressure on Israel to resolve
the conflict with the Palestini-
ans, but he suggested that
he had been concerned that
such pressure was coming,
The Times reported.

“Now, we have not been
under pressure,” he said.
“What worried me was what
might be.”

He promised “full support”
for Bush’s goal of “eradicating
terror.”

AFP
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Israel raids Hebron,
5 Palestlnlans kllled

Hebron (West Bank), Octo er 5 @

ISRAELI TANKS and forces raid-
ed a Palestinian area of the West
Bank city of Hebron this morn-
ing, capturing positions and
killing at least five Palestinians,
the Israeli Army and witnesses
said.

The raid into the »Palestlman-
controlled Abu Sneineh area,
which overlooks the Jewish set-
tlement in the divided biblical
city, came two days after Pales-
tinian gunmen fired on a crowd
of thousands of Jewish worship-
pers, wounding two Israelis.

The violence further threat-
ened a shaky ceasefire reaffir-
med last week by Palestinian
leader Yasir'Arafat, and Israel
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.

The ceasefire agreement has
been left in tatters by ongoing
fighting and attacks despite
intense pressure from the United
States to end the year of fighting
as it tries to build an anti-terror
alliance with Arab countries.

A Reuters television camera-
man in Hebron said that about 50
tanks and armoured personnel
carriers, accompanied by other
military vehicles, rolled into Abu
Sneineh and adjacent areas
under cover of darkness.

K -

A gun battle erupted in whlch
5 Palestinians were killed and
about 45 wounded. Israeli forces
demolished, shelled and rocketed
homes in the Palestinian areas.
Troops entered 15 homes, forced
residents out and took position
on the rooftops.

The Army said it entered the
areas after the Palestinian Autho-
rity failed to enforce order as it
had vowed to do under peace
deals and allowed gunmen to fire
on Jewish worshippers at the
tomb of the biblical patriarchs,
revered by both Jews and Mus-
lims. “The forces will be present
and carry out military operations
in the area based on operational
needs. This in order to prevent
continuous shooting at the Jewish
settlement and security forces,”
the Army said in a statement.

“Israeli Army forces will
remain in the area and carry out
the necessary activities for a lim-
ited time that will be decided
based on the operational needs
on the ground,” it added.

Israeli forces last entered Abu
Sneineh and other Hebron neigh-
bourhoods in August after Pales-
tinian gunmen wounded two
Israelis in a Jewish settlement
below the Palestinian-ruled hills.

The New York Times

AP PHOTO
A Palestinian boy watches an
Israeli tank in the Palestinian-
controlled Sheikh neighbourhood
in the West Bank town of Hebmn
on Friday.
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Israel, PA cool to Bush initiative

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, OCT. 3. Both the Palesti-
nians and the Israelis have reac-
ted coolly to the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, statement
endorsing the idea of a Palesti-
nian state.

Mr. Bush's views are currently
of academic interest mainly be-
cause he has said that any U.S.
initiatives in this regard must
await an end to the violer ~2.
Though considerably reduced,
the violence continues with a Ha-
mas suicide attack on a Jewish
settlement in Gaza yesterday in-
viting an Israeli attack on Palesti-
nian police posts today.

A teenage Israeli soldier and her
boyfriend were killed and 15 oth-
ers, including a baby, injured
when Palestinian gunmen infil-
trated the settlement in the north-
erm Gaza strip late last evening
and opened fire. Two gunmen
took shelter in a house and most
of the injuries were reported to
have been caused in the exchange
of fire with the Israeli troops who
surrounded them. The gun men
were shot dead and Hamas today
released a video-clip which
showed them reading their mess-
age before proceeding on their
mission. In retaliation, Israeli
tanks fired shells at a Palestinian
police post near the settlement.
Three Palestinian policemen were
reported to have been killed.

The Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent, Mr. Yasser Arafat, con-
demned the attack on the

settlement ané has ordered his
security forces to crack down on

SHELL-SHOCKED: Palestinian children peep through their

house window during shelling by Israeli tanks at Beit Lahia
in Gaza Strip on Wednesday. — AFP

those who planned the attack or
were preparing for more such ac-
tion. The Authority also claimed
that the Hamas gunmen had
slipped past Israeli security cor-
dons besides their own. However,
Israel has accused the Palestinian
Authority of having abetted the
attacks by not doing enough to
apprehend those prepared to car-
ry out attacks on Israei. Israel’s
Security Cabinet which met last
night has also warned that it
could revive the assassination
policy if the Authority does not in-
stitute a crack-down on militant
groups.

Mr. Arafat had ordered a com-
plete cease-fire soon after the

Sept. 11 terror attacks in the U.S.
Israel too had said that it was sus-
pending military operations
against the Palestinians. Mr. Ara-
fat met Israel’s Foreign Minister,
Mr. Shimon Peres, and both sides
had agreed to strengthen the
cease- fire.

There has been a drastic reduc-
tion in the levels of violence since
then but sporadic clashes have
continued all along. Over a dozen
Palestinians have been killed in
these clashes and several Israelis
have also been killed in attacks by
Palestinian militants.

Hamas and Islamic Jehad had

rejected Mr. Arafat’s cease-fire
call and Hamas has said that last

night’s attacks were in specific re
taliation for the deaths since th
Arafat-Peres meeting.

Israel had declared that
would begin listing restrictions o
the movement of Palestinians an
ease the closure of their towr
and villages if there was peac
over a twenty-four hour perio
According to the Israeli medi
their Security Cabinet was pr
paring to act on these lines t
yesterday’s attack. Israel’s Prin
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, had :
so announced vyesterday th
while his country was prepared
co- operate with efforts to bu
an international coalition agair
terror, they would not rem:
quiet so as to ‘‘appease”’ t
Arabs if their own citizens cont
ued to be killed.

Developments over yesterc
and today have dampened wh
ever enthusiasm could have be
generated by Mr. Bush's cc
ments. The U.S. President was
acting to a story in The New Y
Times when he said that a Pale
nian state had always been a }
of the U.S. vision for the futur
the West Asia. The newspaper
reported that the U.S. adminis
tion was about to endorse
idea of a Palestinian state and
the Secretary of State, Gen. C
Powell, would make a major
nouncement on the U.S. polic
Israel-Palestine relations at
U.N. General Assembly.

Yesterday, however, Mr. |
made clear that any U.S. initi
will be contingent on both !
putting an end to the violen
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“Six Palestinians killed in

Israecli revenge strike
wOR

s
ERIC SILVER {

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM, Oct. 3. — Qne
week after Israeli and
Palestinian leaders agreed to
enforce a ceasefire, the ground
was burning more fiercely than
ever today.

The truce, which was never

. implemented, was in a sham-
! bles, though neither side was

ready to pronounce it dead. The
dialogue of the deaf continued.

. Israeli infantry and combat

engineers, backed by tanks,
rampaged one km into Palesti-
nian-controlled territory in the
northern Gaza Strip this morn-
ing, ripping up crops and
demolishing Palestinian securi-
ty posts. Six Palestinians, four
of them policemen, were killed
when a tank shell hit their
look-out post.

. The Israelis were retaliating for

a raid by two Islamic militants,

- who broke into the coastal set-

L

tlement of Alei Sinai on Tuesday,

night firing automatic weapons
and hurling grenades.

They killed a young couple,
then holed themselves up in an
empty house. A gun battle
raged for about five hours
before Israeli special forces
shot dead the infiltrators and
confirmed that they had taken
no hostages. An officer and 14
other Israelis were injured.
Army spokesmen said today’s
invasion was designed to pro-
tect Alei Sinai and neighbour-
ing Jewish settlements, but
wouldn’t predict when their
troops would pull back.

In a communique issued after
an emergency meeting of Mr
Ariel Sharon’s inner security
cabinet, Israel said the army
would “take all necessary mea-
sures” to protect its citizens.
This was interpreted as ending
the self-denying ordinance — on
invading Palestinian territory

and liquidating suspected ter-

rorists — adopted since last |
Wednesday’s meeting between :
the foreign minister, Mr Shimon
Peres, and the Palestinian
leader, Mr Yasser Arafat.

Israel accused the Palestinian |
authority of failing to arrest
more than 100 “prominent ter-
rorists” on a list presented to
them. The Palestinians, who '
denied any commitment to .

detain them, accused Israel of

poking Mr Arafat in the eye.
“What happens now,” said Mr
Tzipi Livni, Israel’s informa- -

tion minister, “depends on .
chairman Arafat. If he comes to -

his senses, arrests terrorists,
prevents terror attacks and
stops incitement against us,
there is still a hope of progress.
If not, we are going backwards.
It's not too much, in a world
fighting terror, to expect the
Palestinian authority to take
the necessary steps. But they .
didn’t, so we are doing the job -
for them.” ‘




~TWO PALESTINIANS KILLED
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Israel stands by shanzy ceasefire

Jerusalem, September 30

TWO PALESTINIANS were
killed early on Sunday, while

. Israel’s inner cabinet decided to
go ahead with a ceasefire
reached with the Palestinians
and lift a crippling blockade in
areas of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

Raging violence during the
weekend in which at least 16
Palestinians were killed threat-
ened the fragile truce which the
United States hopes will bolster
Islamic and Arab support for an
anti-terror coalition it wants to
establish.

In the latest bloodshed, Israeli
troops shot dead two Palestini-
ans and wounded 14 others near
the West Bank village of Attara

when they were on their way to
work in Israel, taxi driver Azmi
Azem, who witnessed the
incident, and Israeli radio
reports said. There was no
immediate comment from the
Israeli army.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s inner security cabinet
decided in a four-hour meeting to
give Palestinian President Yass-
er Arafat at least another 48
hours to fulfil the truce, includ-
ing the arrest of militants,
Israeli officials said.

The cabinet also decided to lift
a blockade around the West Bank
city of Jericho on Sunday and
open thé Gaza-Egypt crossing at
Rafah, the officials said. “We
have to make the most of the
process...by opening roads, hold-

ing meetings between officers,
opening the Rafah crossing and
lifting the closure on Jericho,”
officials quoted Defence Minister
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer as saying.
“Israel has to carry out its oblig-
ations and that should not pre-
vent the army from protecting

itself and its soldiers,” Ben.

Eliezer said.

Arafat and Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres reaf-
firmed a truce in talks on
Wednesday. But violence during
Palestinian marches marking
the first anniversary of the
Palestinian - uprising. against
Israéli occupation prompted
Palestinians officials to accuse
Israel of carrying out a “military
escalation.”

.. Reuters

PERES BELIEVES ISRAELI ARMY
CHIEF WANTS TO KILL ARAFAT

ISRAELI FOREIGN Minister
Shimon Peres is “convinced”
that deputy army chief Gen-
eral Moshe Yahalon wants to
kill Yasser Arafat, the daily
Yediot Aharonot reported on
Sunday. It said Peres was cer-
tain Yahalon wanted to see
Arafat liquidated, but the
dovish left-wing Foreign Min-
ister opposed any such move.
“Suppose we liquidate him,
what will happen afterwards?
In his place we will have
Hamas or Islamic Jihad,” he

said in the paper. v
" AFP, Jerusalem
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“Peres, Arafat agree to ceaseflre

By Kesava Menon \A‘) \

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), SEPT. 26. Israel
and the Palestinian Authority have
agreed to a ceasefire almost exact-
ly a year after the outbreak of
bloody confrontations that has left
over 700 dead, the vast majority of
them Palestinians.

While pressure from the U.S,,
which sees the resumption of the
Israel-Palestinian dialogue as vital
to its efforts to build a coalition
against terrorism, was a major fac-
tor that motivated both sides to
agree to the truce, there were oth-
er reasons as well. Israel’s coali-
tion Government has begun
fraying and the Palestinian Au-
thority is aware as never before of
the dangers of unbridled militan-
cy.

Only a brief statement was is-
sued after the meeting between
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres in the VIP
hall of the Gaza airport. In the
statement, read out by the Palesti-
nian chief negotiator, Mr. Saeb
Erekat, the two sides merely
promised to make maximum ef-
fort to enforce the ceasefire to
which both had declared their
commitments several times over.
These earlier declarations of wil-
lingness to observe a ceasefire
were issued unilaterally and failed
to hold because there were infrac-
tions from both sides.

However, the ceasefire agree-
ment now arrived at should last,
provided the provocation by ei-
ther side is not too severe, since
both sides are under tremendous
pressure. This ceasefire is intend-

The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat (right), talks with
the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, at
the Gaza Airport in Rafah, near the border between
the Gaza Strip and Egypt, on Wednesday. — AFP

ed to enable both sides to serious-
ly move towards the
implementation of the Mitchell
and Tenet plans.

Briefing the Israeli media later,
Mr. Peres said the measures to be
implemented in the first week in-
cluded the resumption of meet-
ings of the joint security
committees. CIA representatives
will attend these meetings as su-
pervisors and arbitrators. As the
ceasefire begins to take hold, Is-
rael will remove the blockades of
Palestinian towns or villages
where quiet has been maintained.
They will also make it easier for
Palestinians to travel between

their towns and villages.

It is not, however, likely that the
Palestinian Authority will hand
over those who are arrested to the
Israelis. If there is total quiet for a
week Israel will withdraw its
forces to the positions they were
in before the Palestinian uprising
broke out on September 28 last
year. The international border
crossings to the Palestinian terri-
tories and the airport will be re-
opened and additional Palesti-
nians will be allowed to enter
Israel for work,

Hamas and the Islamic Jehad

have already declared that they
will bot honour the ceaseﬁy
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“Sharon ' re ect;s Straw ¥Valks

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM, Sept. 25. ~ Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon and President Moshe Katsav
have cancelled meetings planned with British
Foreign Minister Jack Straw, due to arrive in Is-
rael today.

Mr Straw wrote in a commentary published
yesterday in an Iranian newspaper: “One of the
factors that helps breed terror is the anger that
many people in the region feel at events over the
years in Palestinian territories.” Mr Straw was
on a visit to Teheran as part of the American
and British effort to form an international coali-
tion against terrorism in the wake of the suicide
attacks on the World Trade Center in New York
and the Pentagon in Washington.

Israel told the Britain yesterday that it is con-
cerned about statements by Mr Straw which
could be interpreted as “ascribing blame” to Is-

rael and “unders GX
ing for terrorist attacks
against Israeli citi-
zens,” the Israeli for-
eign ministry said.

Foreign ministry direc-
tor general Avi Gil has
conveyed Israel's con-
cern to the British am-
bassador to Israel, Mr

Sherard Cowper-Cales.
However, Sharon’s
spokesman  Raanan

Gissin and Katsav’s |
spokeswoman Elisheva

Braun-Lapidot

Mr Jack Straw |
both —_— f
said the meetings with Mr Straw were cancelled |
due to “problems with the schedule.” Mr Straw
is due to arrive in Israel at 3 p.m., as guest of :
foreign minister Shimon Peres.
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N W. Asm trugq'e

JERUSALEM, “SEPT. 24. The lon&(
awaited Israeli-Palestinian truce

talks sought by Washington were

on hold again on Monday, pos-

sibly until next week, after Palesti-

nian gunmen killed an Israeli

woman in a West Bank road am-

bush.

Also on Monday, Israel setup a
large military buffer zone in the
West Bank that is off-limits to Pai-
estinians except those who live in
it. Israel said the zone was meant
to prevent attacks by Palestinian
militants. Palestinians said Israel
was violating earlier peace ac-
cords and the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, said the zone
marked a “very dangerous escala-

tion e United Sta es wants
Mr. Arafat and the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, to
meet as soon as possible to work
out a formal cease-fire. A fresh
outbreak of Israeli- Palestinian vi-
olence would hamper Washing-
ton’s efforts to bring Arab and
Muslim states into an interna-
tional alliance against Islamic
militants.

However, the meeting, which
Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat have
been trying to arrange for the past
month, has been postponed re-
peatedly.

On Sunday, the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, unex-
pectedly vetoed talks set for later

talks called off

in the day, saymg e/Palestinians
had not met his cgndition of res-
toring calm for at'least 48 hours
before a meeting.

On Monday, the fatal shooting
in West Bank reset the clock for a
48-hour countdown, said Mr.
Sharon’s adviser, Mr. Raanan Gis-
sin.

“This is not a cease-fire,” Mr.
Sharon told the visiting French
Foreign Minister, Mr. Hubert Ve-
dtine, on Monday, referring to
Arafat’s efforts.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, has been in
touch with both sides by phone
repeatedly in recent days to help
arrange the tatks. — AP

1
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V *Palestmlans lsrael

‘agree to renew talks

. JERUSALEM, SEPT. 20. Palestinian

police énforced an informal truce

- with Israel on Wednesday, patroll-

ing hot spots, and both sides
agreed to renew U.S.-hosted talks
on resuming security coordination.

The calm was disrupted by an

© explosion at a Jewish settlement

that injured two Israelis and a two-

. hour gun battle in the West Bank
+ town of Hebron in which five Pal-
. estinians were injured. Each side

accused the other of starting the
exchange of fire, and Israel said it
was too early to tell if the truce was
taking hold. The U.S. has been
prodding Israel and the Palesti-
nians to work out a cease-fire.
Calm in West Asia is seen as essen-
tial for Washington’s attempt to
bring Arab and Muslim states into
a coalition that would support mil-
itary retaliation for last week’s ter-
ror attacks.

In a first step toward cementing
a truce, Israel and the Palestinians
agreed that top commanders
would meet to talk about resuming
security coordination. Palestinian
officials said the meeting would be
held in Tel Aviv with U.S, participa-
tion. Israel said a time and place
had not yet been set. In the next
stage, the Israeli Foreign Minister,
Mr. Shimen Peres, would meet the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Ara-
fat. The meeting could take place
before the end of the week, said a

Ministry spokeswoman. Israel has
said a Peres-Arafat meeting could
take place only after 48 hours of
calm. Despite the announcements,
there were several skirmishes late
on Tuesday. The West Bank and
Gaza Strip were largely quiet on
Wednesday — with the exception
of the Jewish settlement of Oranit
in the West Bank and Hebron. At
Oranit, two security guards in a pa-
trof car ran over an explosive de-
vice that went off, injuring them
both, In Hebron, the Israeli army
said Palestinians fired from the
Abu Sneineh neighbourhood at a
Jewish settler enclave, and that an
Israeli tank fired four shells at the
gunmen in response. Earlier in the
day, Palestinian police had pa-
trolled Abu Sneineh for the first
time in a year of fighting. Palesti-
nian security officials said the offi-
cers left when the neighbourhood
came under Israeli fire. In the past,
Palestinian gunmen have often ini-
tiated exchanges of fire in Hebron.
The shooting went on for two
hours. Israeli officials indicated
that the Hebron shooting would
not derail truce efforts.

Previous cease-fire efforts have
failed, most recently a U.S.-broker-
ed deal in June. There was also
some concern that Mr. Arafat
might not be able to rein in Islamic
militants and small bands of gun-
men. The militant Palestinian
groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad
said on Wednesday they would not
abide by Mr. Arafat’s cease-fire o
der. — AP
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Sharon

Arafat says he
is committed
10 ceasefire

Gaza, Sept. 17: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat, in a Jew-
ish New Year’s message on
Monday to the Israeli people,
sand he had ordered Palestinians
to abide by a ceasefire he had
declared in the past.

"I have issued sfrict instruc-
tions for a total commitment to
the ceasefire,” Mr Arafat said in
the open letter, released by his
office less than 24 hours after
Israeli Prime Minister - Ariel
Sharon called. on him - to
announce a truce. ,

"I hope the Israeli government
will respond to this peace appeal
and will take the decision to
cease fire and will stop its escala-
tory military measures against
our people," the letter said.

Arafat aide Nabil Abu
Rdainah said: ""Today there was
a reconfirmation of the ceasefire
order that was ordered before.”

Mr Arafat declared a ceasefire
in June after a suicide bombing
in Tel Aviv and reaffirmed the
order on Friday following talks
with a UN West Asia envoy.

However, the familiar sounds
of battle echoed in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip after
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon made truce talks with
the Palestinians conditional on
48 hours of peace.

“I'm still giving (Palestinian
leader Yasser) Arafat a chance,”
Mr Sharon said in an Israeli
television interview before the
start on Monday evening of the
two-day Jewish New Year, Rosh
Hashana.

While the world continued to
focus on events in the US, the
Israeli Army announced it
would make a 30-km-long area
of the West Bank adjacent to the
" border off-limits to Palestinians,
save for local villagers. (Reuters)

HEARTBREAK: Samira Barghouti, mother of suicide bomber Raed Barghouti, who blew himself ujy
Jerusalem earlier in the month, cries inside her home in the West Bank town of Aboud on Satur¢
Barghouti was one of 21 Palestlmans who blew themselves up in the past year. (4P)

What drives suicide bombers

By KARIN LAus

Aboud (West Bank), Sept. 17: By choice, Raed -

Barghouti died a horrible death, his body torn to
shreds in a powerful blast. Witnesses say the 26-year-
old teacher of Islam smiled just before detonating the
bomb in his backpack.

His aim was to kill as many Israelis as p0531ble and
gain entry to paradise. There, he told his family some

.months earlier, he would spend eternity in the compa-

ny of great Islamic leaders, tended by 72 virgins.
Barghouti, who injured 20 Israelis in the September
4 attack outside a French school in downtown

"Jerusalem, was one of 21 Palestinians who blew
themselves up in the past year, killing more than 50 -

Israelis in a sustained campaign of suicide attacks.
The human bombs haye made Israelis wonder what
could drive so many to such extremes — a riddle also
bemg pondered now by Arericans after the devastat-
ing attacks on New York and Washington last week.
Religious zeal is part of it — the Palestinian
bombers were Islamic militants, as is Osama bin

Laden, the prime suspect in the US attacks —
there are other reasons.

The bombings in West Asia'come in the contex
year of Israeli-Palestinian fighting that has left
than 800 people dead, four-fifths of them Palestir

Personal motives also come into play — aveng
relative killed by Israeli soldiers, or emulatir
admired friend.

In the West Bank and Gaza Strip, suicide bor
are recruited by the militant Hamas and Islamic
groups, both pledged to Israel’s destruction.

Most-are devout, unmarried men in their 20s.
are often poor, and the generous stipends p:
recruiters to their families are a consideration, t
usually not the overriding one.

The bombers are seen as heroes in the Pale
struggle.

Their pictures are plastered on walls every
They are celebrated at rallies. A July poll shor
per cent support for the bombers, more than
what it was four years ago when hopes for :
deal were strong..(AP)
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By Ke;ava Menon

MANAMA, JULY 10. The [sraeli Army
continues its gyrations as it des-
perately seeks to shift blame for
the abduction of three of its sol-
diers last year on to someone élse.
Thankfully its penchant over the
last two days to pick on an unit of
the Indian Army has faded. This
might be connected to reports
that the Israel Foreign Ministry
and the embassy in New Defhi
were concerned about the detri-
mental effect of these accusations
on relations with India.

Maj. Gen. Uzi Dayan, head of
Israel’s national Security Council,
was the latest to complain against
the U.N. Interim Relief Force in
Lebanon, which includes contin-
gents of the Indian Army. He was
reported to have said on Israel’s
Channel Two television on Mon-
day that it appeared that the UNI-
FIL men could have done a lot
more to foil the abduction.

By now, the whole of Israel
knows that the contingent in-
volved was the Indian one. So
Maj. Gen. Dayan’s ‘‘generous”
non-mention of the identity of
the contingent is not something
to be grateful for. The senior offi-
cer and other military men have
not been asked to explain what
exactly UNIFIL could have done
when the rules under which it is
ibit it from doing
only observe the
situation girthe border and report

any violation to the U.N. head-
quarters; it cannot even issue
warnings of possible attacks.

Neither have the Israeli officers
clarified what UNIFIL could have
done to stop the abductors from
making off with the captives when
their own Army started shelling
the area soon after the incident.

Israel is usually prompt in or-
dering probes in military affairs. It
is not clear whether such an en-
quiry was held, and if so what its
conclusions were. Israeli media,
which follows military affairs
closely, has not reported about
any enquiry in connection with
the recent accusations.

If the Israeli soldiers were ab-
ducted while they travelled on a
route prescribed for them, there
was little that UNIFIL could have
done to intervene even if it did
have the mandate. If they were
travelling on a route or were in
areas they were not supposed to
be, it would have been that much
more difficult for UNIFIL to have
helped them.

Surprisingly, some Israeli offi-
cers whose names have found
mention in these despatches are
people who have had contact in
the past with the Indian military
attache in Tel Aviv. They have
surely discussed these matters
with the Indian Air Force officers
who have served as attaches over
the period.

This blind drive to dump the
blame on somebody is inexplic-

Israel blames everyone
else for abduction

t\\)/

able when military exchanges be-
tween the two countries form a
major part of their relationship.
The Israeli media has at last
woken up to the fact that the Indi-
an unit that shot the videotape a
day after the abduction was 2 Ma-
dras and that they were substitut-
ed by 5/9 Gorkhas in December
last.

Meanwhile, the Israel Foreign
Ministry and the Embassy in New
Delhi are reported to have taken
cognisance of the reports appear-
ing in this newspaper. According
to Haaretz, lIsrael’s diplomats
were worried that the controversy
could sour “what had been an im-
proving relationship”’.

Of particular concern were re-
ports in some Israeli publications
(an editorial of Haaretz not ex-
cluded) that some jawans might
have been bribed by the Hizbol-
lah.

PTI reports:

Israel may not confirm the ap-
pointment of a senior Indian Ar-
my officer as Commander of
UNIFIL, the Hebrew daily Maariv
reported today.

The appointee, on whom the :
U.N. has decided, requires the
agreement of both Israel and Le- ‘
banon, and it seems Tel Aviv will t
oppose him in protest against the f
alleged involvement of Indian sol- j
diers in the abduction incident, |
the report claimed quoting sourc- |
es in the security establishmey
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|Palestine accuses Sharon of

hindering Arafat-Peres meet

o
ntrolled by Shafon who has a idding pictures and sending a

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
CAIRO, SEPTEMBER 10, ¢ W

A PALESTINIAN official ac-
cused Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and his generals of hinder-
ing proposed meetings between
leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli

[ Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.

“When Peres is freed from the
grasp of the Israeli generals then
maybe we will see what will hap-
pen,” the Palestinian permanent
representative to the Arab League,
Mohammed Sobeih, told reporters
in Cairo. “Unfortunately Peres is

group (of generals) like (Israeli
Chief of Staff General Shaul) Mo-
faz standing behind him,” Sobeih
said at the Arab League.

The Palestinian official said the
Army “doesn’t want peace, and be-
lieves it can dominate the Palestin-
ian people and the Arab states with
arms.” The Palestinians are de-
manding that Peres has a clear
mandate from Sharon before ar-
ranging any meeting with Arafat.

“Arafat heard that Peres has a
mandate on some matters.but the
Army has made conditions such as

BNIRAN ©

monitor (from the Army to attend
the meeting),” Sobeih said. “The
generalswho lead Israel don’t know
any politics but the politics-of ar-
tillery,” he said, adding that Arafat
had agreed to the meeting in princi-
ple. Sobeih was reacting to an Is-
racli decision to reject a Palestinian
proposal for an ArafatiPeres meet-

* ingon Monday in TabaEgypt. -

Meanwhile, former Israeli pre-
mier Benjamin Netanyahu hassaida:
meeting between Peres and Arafat
would be a “serious mistake” and
onlylead to moreviolence.
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WEST ASIA / FOUR KILLED IN SUICIDE BOMB ATTACKé\sHD b

Minister held for entermg Jer

JERUSALEM, SEPT. 9. Israeli police detained the
Palestinian Cabinet Minister, Mr. Ziad Abu
Zayyad, on Sunday for entering Arab east Jeru-
salem in violation of Israeli travel restrictions
on Palestinians.

The Israeli police spokesman, Mr. Shmulik
Ben-ruby, said Mr. Zayyad “has no Israeli
identity card and should not be in Jerusalem”'.
Mr. Ben-ruby said police would escort Mr.
Zayyad out of the city. The Minister lives in a
West Bank town on the edge of Jerusalem. Mr.
Hanan Ashrawi, a Palestinian legislator, called
Mr. Zayyad's detention a political move aimed
at cutting off east Jerusalem — captured by
Israel in the 1967 war and later annexed —
from the rest of the West Bank. Under Israeli
regulations, only Palestinians holding Israeli-
issued Jerusalem residency cards are allowed
into the city. Israel has tightened the restric-
tions during the nearly year-long Palestinian
uprising against occupation. Palestinians
want east Jerusalem as the capital of a future
state. Israel regards all of Jerusalem as its eter-
nal and indivisible capital, a claim that is not
recognised internationally. — Reuters

4 killed in blast

By Kesava Menon
MANAMA, SEPT. 9. Three Israelis were killed ar{d
over 20 injured when a Palestinian suicide
bomber blew himself up outside the Nahariya
train station in northern Israel.

In retaliation, lIsraeli helicopter gunships
blasted Palestinian targets in Jericho, Nablus
and Ramallah.

Today’s violence, which represents a sud-
den spurt in the violence after a relative and
very brief Iull, could delay but probably not
derail the holding of a meeting between the
Palestinian Authority President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, and the Israel Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shimon Peres.

The suicide bomb attack took place early
this morning at a train station that is usually
crowded with Israeli soldiers returning to their
posts after the week-end. The explosion was
reported to have occurred at a shop just out-
side the train station.

As has become usual in the recent period
spokesmen for Israel’s Prime Minister, Mr.

alem

The Egyptian Foreign Minister, Mr. Ahmed Maher (left), talks with the Palestinian
Planning Minister, Mr. Nabil Shaath, at the Arab League headquarters in Calro on
Sunday. The proposed talks between the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and
the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, are expected to dominate the
meeting of the Arab League. — AP

Ariel Sharon, immediately held Mr. Arafat per-
sonally responsible for the attack. The Palesti-
nian Authority, they said, was not fulfilling
their obligations under the various accords.
While the Palestinian Authority has con-
demned violence against the innocent they al-
so point out that the root cause for the
violence lies in [srael’s illegal occupation of
the Palestinian territories.

With passions once again inflamed the pro-
spects for a meeting between Mr. Peres and
Mr. Arafat have received a set- back. However
the patterns of violence have bym’e SO Tou-

tine after nearly a year of confrontation b
tween the two sides that the prospects for tl
meeting have not probably been totally obl
erated unless there are more such incidents
the near future.

Both sides appear to have recognised th
they have no alternative but to talk to ea
other and preparations have been under w
for a dialogue. Mr. Arafat was expgcted to ta
a decision on the time and v
ing with Mr. Peres after conclusion of .
Arab League Foreign Mfnisters meeting bei
held today.
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W ASIA CONFLICT AT

DANGEROUS EDGE

ey,

By VLADIMIR ISAYEV (7

HE situation in the Middle

East is running out of
control, with frequent acts of
violence escalating tensions
still more. In addition, an Isra-
eli missile raid killed Abu Ali
Mustafa, leader of the People’s
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, which can provoke a
new wave of Palestinian terror.
Palestinians have stated they
would not leave murder
unpunished.

It should be said thit the li-
quidation of a Pallestinian
leader created an extremely
dangerous precedent. Mustafa,
even if he was involved in the
organisation of terrorist acts in
Israel, as Tel Aviv claims he
was, was a political figure. And
the hunt for political leaders of
Palestine and their liquidation
is clearly despicable. By enter-
ing this highly dangerous road,
the Israeli leaders have not
just clashed with legal and
ethical norms, but will also
endanger the life of Israelis,
who will surely become the
prey of terrorists.

It is indicative that the Israeli
army has been delivering strik-
es at the posts of Palestinian
police, who are suspected of
supporting terrorists. This am-
ounts to a direct con-
frontation of the Israeli army
and Palestinian police, which
makes the conflict even more
dangerous.

The principle by which the
current Israeli leadership is
acting — to reply to the terror-
ist acts of the radical Islamic
organisations with army “acts
of retaliation” — has not im-
proved, and cannot improve the
situation. Muscle flexing and
an attempt to scare Palestini-
ans is only fanning their hat-
red. If both sides continue to
act by the “eye for an eye” prin-
ciple, violence will never be
stopped.

GHETTO

Many people in Israel are

talking now about the need to

occupy the territories that cur-
rently belong to the Palestinian
authority. This entails a review
of the decisions made after
drawn-out negotiations, which
would throw the cause of the
Middle East settlement many
i years back. The main thing is
that the actual liquidation of
the Palestinian authority,

The author is Deputy Director
; of the Institute of Oriental
. Studies, Russian Academy of
. Sciences.

which the Israeli advocates of
the use of force demand, would
not make the country safer or
protect Israelis from new ter-
rorist acts.

And the creation of a
Palestinian “ghetto”, or com-
plete separation of Palestini-
ans from Israelis, which some
quarters in Israel are advoca-
ting, will be completely impos-
sible. Besides, it reminds one of
sad historic examples, when
Jews had been driven into
ghettos.

COMPLICATED

It is more important now than
ever since the beginning of the
conflict to encourage the sides
to sit down at the negotiating
table. But how can this be
done? The planned Berlin
meeting of Yasser Arafat and
Shimon Peres, the most moder-
ate politicians in the Israeli
leadership who protested ag-
ainst many army operations
against Palestinians, may be
called off in view of the drama-
tic aggravation of the situation.
Yet it should be held, as it can
bring down tensions, bring
about agreements and prepare
the ground for the Arafat-
Sharon talks.

Feeling US support, Israel is
categorically rejecting all pro-
posals on deploying an inter-
national peacekeeping group in
the conflict zone. Had the USA
and NATO acted more cons-
tructively, Israel would have
agreed to the presence of peace-
keepers, who would disengage
the warring sides and create an
atmosphere of truce vital for
beginning talks.

The situation is extremely
complicated and many powers
are worried by it. The“stute-
ment made by the official
spokesmen of the Russian
Foreign Ministry calls on Israel
and Palestine to immediately
come to an agreement on re-
suming direct contacts in order
“to launch the practical imple-
mentation of the George
Mitchell Plan”. “Armed con-
frontation, terror and extra-
judicial reprisals can only pro-
mote bloodshed”, says the
statement.

The spokesman stressed that
the situation around Pales-
tinian territories can reach a
line beyond which a political
solution would become im-
possible. Yet, Moscow hopes
that this will not happen and
political reason will take the

upper hand over dangerous.
ambitions and emotions/
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Sharon arrived home from Washington on
Monday to decide whether Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat has done enough to arrest mili-
tants responsible for one of the bloodiest
weekends in Israel in years, or whether he will
unleash his forces in revenge.

Across the Palestinian territories, Mr Arafat
scrambled his police to arrest at least 100
Islamic militants after declaring a state of
emergency and granting himself sweeping
powers to detain anyone opposed to a ceasefire
with Israel.

Palestinian security services netted 77 mem-
bers of Hamas — which claimed the devastat-
ing weekend suicide bombings in Jerusalem
and Haifa —and its smaller rival Islamic Jihad
in the West Bank alone. Another 35 militants
were behind bars in the Gaza Strip.

Mr Arafat finally began the crackdown as
the United States, a key player in the West Asia
peace process, sent a clear message to arrest
those intent on derailing the peace process or
find himself increasingly isolated against a furi-
ous and well-armed Israel.

“Chairman Arafat must do everything in his
power to find those who murdered innocent
Israelis and bring them to justice, “U.S.
President George W. Bush said after bumping
up to Sunday a planned meeting with Mr
Sharon, so the former general could fly back
carly and take the security crisis in hand.

A senior Israeli official said that during the
two leaders’ meeting, “not the slightest dis-
agreement” emerged between Mr Sharon and
Mr Bush and the United States had not tried to
prevent Israel from responding to the attacks.

\ \U.S. secretary of State Colin Powell said ho
was a “moment of truth” for Mr Arafat to rein
in the violence.

And UN Secretary General Kofi Annan like-
wise demanded immediate and decisive action
from Mr Arafat to bring the bombers to book.
As soon as he touched down in Tel Aviv, Mr
Sharon went into meetings with security offi-
cials to weigh his options.

One official said he might give a televised
address to the nation before meeting for a spe-
cial security session with his government late
on Monday.

Israel was still reeling from the blitz of sui-
cide bombings that Hamas launched in the
heart of two of its main cities, slaughtering two
dozen Israelis in a carnage that shocked the
world.

The final death toll of a double suicide
bombing in a crowded pedetrian mall in down-
town Jerusalem late on Saturday, a kamikaze
blast on a bus in the northern city of Haifa and
a shooting attack on settlers in the Gaza Strip
was 26 dead and some 200 wounded.

The Israel press said the Israeli security talks
on Monday would decide the fate of Mr Arafat.
“Time to give Arafat an ultimatum,” said
Haaretz, “The target: Arafat”, said the Yediot
Ahronoth, while Maariv called it “A last
Chance” for Mr Arafat.

Haaretz said if Mr Arafat “doesn’t impose his
authority, he could soon find himself in
unpleasant regions far away from his country.”

Division were however evident in Israel’s
broad-based but right-leaning coalition gov-
ernment, headed by Mr Sharon for eight
months. Minister without portfolio Dan

balloon decoy. arp)
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afat orders crackdown on militants

JERUSALEM: Isracli Prime Minister Arjhl

Meridor said Israel sho se new methods to
hit Palestinian militants.

“We must have new security measures,
stricter than in the past,” Mr Meridor said. “We
must determine how to strike more effectively
in order to reduce the number of attacks, and
we must apply methods we have not used
before.”

“Mr Arafat is not doing even the minimum
required. He thinks that he can carry on his
own sweet way as if nothing had happened,” he
said.

But Transport Minister Ephraim Sneh reject-
ed any move to smash the Palestinian
Authority, saying it was the only entity with
which Israel could negotiate peace.

“We can combat terrorism and its infrastruc-
tures without destroying the Palestinian
Authority,” he said. “Terrorism exists not
because of it, but because there is a conflict.”

Meanwhile Hamas — two of whose top offi-
cials were sitting in jail on Monday —was unre-
pentant. In a statement issued from its officies
in Syria on Monday, the Islamic Resistance
Movement vehemently condemned the arrests
and accused Mr Arafat’s Palestinian Authority
of “trying to become Israel’s protector.”

The head of the movement’s political wing,
Khaled Meshaal, had warned on Sunday from
Damascus: “We have the means to resist and to
offer up martyrs for another 20 years.”

Jordan’s King Abdullah IT and Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak, heads of the only
two Arab states to have made peace with
Israel, were to hold urgent talks in Cairo to dis-
cuss the spiralling violence, Jordanian officials

said. aFp)
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YRIA AND I,
embittered riXals for over
two decades, are
currently embarked on a
serious effort at
rapprochement. This is a
reflection of their mutual
acknowledgement of the need
for cooperation, of changed
geo-political circumstances and
an upsurge of nationalist
sentiment in the Arab street.
Although an exchange of visits
by high-powered Syrian and
Iraqi officials in mid-August
sparked optimistic speculation,
it would appear that the mutual
benefits of enhanced
cooperation will accrue slowly.
While both the Syrian and
the Iragi regimes subscribe to
the Baath ideology, bilateral
relations have been strained
since the early 1970s on
account of doctrinal
differences. The rupture
became severe following the
Iranian revolution of 1979 when
Damascus became friendly to
the Ayatollahs while Baghdad
was hostile. It worsened when
Syria became a part of the U.S.-
led coalition that ousted Iraq
from Kuwait. An end to this
hostility has now come about,
though the era of friendship
and brotherhood that the Arabs
constantly talk about is still
quite distant.

Trade and economics have
been a primary factor in
pushing the two countries
together. Iraq has very cleverly
and effectively used its imports
permitted under the oil-for-
food programme to win friends.
Contracts for food and
medicines have been allocated
to those countries that are tired
of the U.S. policies and
methods for the “containment”
of Irag. Baghdad has also not
hesitated to use the import
contracts to punish countries
that do not deliver on their
promises of support. For
example, till last year France
used to be awarded a
disproportionately large
number of contracts. But after
France signalled its readiness to
support the U.S.
administration's “‘smart
sanctions scheme”, contracts
have reportedly been allotted
elsewhere.

Trade between Syria and Iraq
is currently estimated at about
$ 500 millions a year. The oil-
for-food programme has been
significantly relaxed in that Iraq
is no longer restricted to the
export of only $ 2 billions
worth of oil every six months. It
can now sell as much oil as it
wants to pay for imports of

Saddam Hussein with Syria’s Prime Minister, Mustafa Mero...
clearing the way.

Syria and Iraq have made major
moves to consolidate the revival of their
relations, writes Kesava Menon.

food, medicines and other
humanitarian goods. So Syria’s
share is relatively marginal and
the two countries hope to
double their trade within a
short period. They signed a free
trade agreement this February.

Iraq has conferred another
huge benefit on Syria. An
estimated 150,000 barrels a day
of Iraqi crude is being pumped
through the old existing
pipeline between Kirkuk (Iraq)
and Banias. The availability of
this virtually free oil enables
Syria to export almost all of its
own oil production. Now the
two countries are exploring the
possibility of laying down a
new oil pipeline. Under these
circumstances, Syria has very
little incentive to participate in
the smart sanctions programme
under which the U.S. is
proposing that Iraq’s

neighbours will be
compensated for trade losses if
they agree to cooperate in
closely monitoring Iragi
imports. This compensation is
proposed to be paid out of the
U.N. escrow account into which
Iraq’s legal oil revenues are
deposited. There is hardly any
incentive for Syria to go
through the complicated
procedures for obtaining
compensation from the escrow
fund when it is already
enjoying the benefits of direct
trade with Iraq.

Theoretically, the U.S. could
apply a lot of strategic and
political pressures on
Damascus to make it comply
with the smart sanctions
scheme. The times are,
however, not such that the U.S.
has too much leeway to use its
muscle against potentially-

the pipeline.«; _

friendly Arab states. With its
partiality for Israel having
become ever more blatant as
the Palestinian uprising
intensifies, the U.S. cannot
afford to add fuel to the
animosity that the Arab world
currently feels towards it.

The Syrian Government
might exercise strict control
over its people but it is not in a
position to join the U.S. in
pressuring Iraq at a time when
Washington is (through its
refusal to rein in Israel)
indirectly pressuring the
Palestinians.

Syria and Iraq recently made
major moves to consolidate the
revival of their relations when
the former’s Prime Minister,
Mr. Mohammed Mustafa Mero,
visited Baghdad on August 13.
Besides discussions on the
proposed new pipeline, the two
countries also signed a series of
economic cooperation
agreements and a
memorandum of understanding
between their respective
Foreign Ministries.

The two countries have
decided to set up seven new
joint pharmaceutical and
industrial companies. However,
evidence of how the
rapprochement between Syria
and Iraq was being viewed in
the Arab world occurred soon
after Mr. Mero's return to
Damascus.

Iraq’s Vice-President, Taha
Yassin Ramadhan, virtually
followed Mr. Mero to
Damascus for discussions with
Syria’s President, Mr. Bashar al-
Assad. Since Mr. Bashar had
been in Kuwait till the day
before, his meeting with Mr.
Ramadhan immediately set off
speculation. The belief was that
Syria was not just acting as a
mediator between Iraq and
Kuwait but that it might have
actually been on the verge of
pulling off a miraculous
reconciliation between the two.

Kuwait immediately
squelched the rumours by
explaining that any discussions
on the Iraq issue that might
have come up during Mr.
Bashar’s visit were routine in
nature and Baghdad too
dampened expectations by
stating that Mr. Ramadhan’s
visit had been merely a
followup to Mr. Mero’s. Routine
it might be for the moment but
the path that Syria has decided
to follow is heading in a
direction quite different from
that in which a recent ally
would have liked it to go.
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FROM RICHARD WADDINGTON

Durban, Sept. 1 (Reuters): West
Asia tensions threatened to sink a
UN conference against racism
today despite pleas by Nelson
-Mandela to seize the chance to end
the contagion of discrimination.
Mandela, the father of South
Africa’s multi-racial democracy,
made an impassioned cali for dele-
-gates to put aside differences and
act to rid the world of a disease
that was an “ailment of the mind
*and the soul.™
" “It kills many more than any
tontagion. It dehumanises anyone
“it touches,” the 83-year-old former
‘South African President said ina
tecorded speech to the second day
of the UN Conference Against
Racism. Despite Mandela’s words,
attention focused on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, with Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat again
branding Israel as racist.

Reparations to Africans for.

centuries of slavery also re-
mained a stumbling block.

' - Arafat, who yesterday had ac-
cused Israel of ethnic cleansing
by driving Palestinians from their
"homes in the occupied territories,

repeated the charge today.

“The ugliness of these Israeli
racist policies and practices
against the Palestinian people has
become manifest and obvious dur-
ing the Intifada,” he said.

He was referring to the 11-
month-old Palestinian uprising
against Israeli military occupa-
tion in which at least 548 Palestini-
ans and 157 Israelis have been
killed. Today the Palestinians ac-
cused Israel of assassinating a
senior official in a car blast in
Gaza. Israel denied responsibility.

Annan concern

UN secretary general Kofi Annan
warned rows over West Asia —
Arab states want a condemnation
of Israel included in the final dec-
laration — and controversy over
how to handle the historic issue of
slavery - threatened the confer-
ence. ’

African and Caribbean states
want a formal apology and some
countries are pressing for finan-
cial reparations.

“The conference has given the
world an opportunity to face the
issue of racism squarely. But two
issues threaten consensus — the

eet

West Asla and slavery,” Annan
told 4 news conference shortly be-
fore he left Durban for Kinshasa.

Getman foreign minister
Joschka Fischer, the most senior
representative of the G8 states in
Durban said it risked failure be-
cause of “singularising Israel”
and “one-sided condemnations”.

The draft declaration does not
equate the Israeli doctrine of
Zionism with racism but it says:
“Foreign occupation founded on
settlements...(is) a new kind of
apartheid, a crime against hu-
manity.”

The United States, Canada and
Israel have only junior level dele-
gations at the meeting, attended
by some 6,000 delegates from 153
countries, in protest at what they
see as anti-Israeli bias.

Veteran Cuban leader Fidel
Castro told the conference nobody
had the right to dictate to a UN
gathering. The 75-year-old Presi-
dent charged Israel with “geno-
cide” over the number of Palestin-
ian deaths since the uprising
began last October. Castro also
said rich states ought to pay com-
pensation for slavery and exploita-
tion of the Third World.
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- Sharon in
- Moscow for

W Asia talks

-~
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MOSCOW, Sept. 2. — Mr Alrfel
Sharon is scheduled to arrivé in
Moscow today for talks on the -
West Asia crisis. The Iranian |
defence minister will be there !
with a shopping list topped by |
state-of-the-art Russian arms.
hThe Israew'ime Minister

as anngunced no plans to

meet Irat's A¥mirel ﬁl Sham-
khani during their extended
stays here. Amnalysts say the
timing of the trips highlights
the contradictions in Moscow’s
foreign policy.

Iran shares Moscow’s deep
suspicion of the Taliban move- |
ment in Afghanistan and its
desire to prevent Sunni funda-
mentalism from spreading into
Central Asign republics that |
border Russia.

But Israel, a longstanding Ira-
nian adversary in West Asia, is .
also trying to use Islamic ex-
tremism to win Russian sup-
- port. It has even drawn paral- -
lels between its actions in the |
Palestinian territories and ‘}
Russia’s crackdown in rebel
Chechnya, though that got |
short shrift in Moscow. (

Itar-Tass news agency quoted |
Palestinian sources at the we- |

ekend as saying a high-level (‘
; team would also be in Moscow
* during'Mr Sharon’s visit. :
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Ramallah, August27

THE LEADER of a small PLO fac-
tion was killed on Monday when
rocket fire from three Israeli heli-
copters hit his office. Israel said
the shelling was an “initiated
action.” The man killed was
Mustafa Zibri, widely known as
Abu Ali Mustafa. He was the
leader of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, a radical
PLO faction that opposes peace
talks with Israel. Israel blames
Zibri for eight bombing attacks.
His assassination was the highest
profile killing in Israel since vio-
lence erupted last September.

The Palestinians accused Israel
of further escalation of the vio-
lence. “This is very dangerous,”
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat’s
spokesman, Nabil Aburdeneh, said
of Monday’s killing. “This policy
of assassinations, which is being
conducted with a green light from

M4
the US, will push the ajea i;nto a
new cycleof violence and danger.”

Zibri was in his office, near
Arafat’s headquarters in the West
Bank town of Ramallah, when
rocket fire hit the building, Pales-
tinian security officials said. He
was killed instantly, doctors said.
The missiles blew out two corner
windows, and smoke blackened
the facade. The Israeli army said
in a statement that the group’s
headquarters were shelled in an
“initiated action.” The army said
the PLO faction has been respon-
sible for dozens of attacks on
Israelis, including a failed bomb-
ing in Jerusalem last week.

More than 50 Palestinians have
been killed in pinpointed Israeli
attacks in the last 11 months of
fighting, most of them militants
suspected of involvement in
attacks on Israelis. However, some
of the victims have been by-
standers, including two children,

Earlier on Monday; Israeli For-
eign Minister Shimon Peres said
he would arrange truce talks with
Arafat, despite a violent weekend
during which seven Israelis and
four Palestinians were Kkilled.

- However, it was not clear whether

the Palestinians would attend
such talks after Zibri’s death.
Israel’s use of US-made war-
planes in the West Asia conflict
brought new charges from the Pa-
lestinians that the US Govern-
ment is leaning heavily in Israel’s
favour. In weekend airstrikes, Is-
rael sent US-made F-15 and F-16
warplanes into action, dropping

bombs on police buildings in

three Palestinian towns. The
weekend'’s events began before
dawn on Saturday, when two
Palestinian militants infiltrated
an Israeli army base in the Gaza
Strip and opened fire. They killed
three Israeli soldiers and wound-
ed seven before being shot dead

ader dies In n shelling

by soldiers at the base.

Later that day, an Israeli cou-
ple was killed in an ambush by
Palestinian gunmen north of
Jerusalem. The woman’s brother
was critically wounded, and later
died of his injuries. The couple’s
infant children were lightly hurt.

In response, Israeli warplanes
bombed three Palestinian police
buildings. In one of the targeted
towns, Gaza City, Palestinians
showed a metal fragment with
the name of a US-made bomb.
Army bulldozers leveled a fourth
police installation, in Rafah in
the southern Gaza Strip. A Pales-
tinian policeman was killed by
Israeli fire in the Israeli incur-
sion into Rafah. On Sunday, an
Israeli was killed as he made a
business transaction with a
Palestinian at the edge of the
West Bank, near the Palestinian

town of Tulkarem. /

Reuty/

>

HE HINDUSTAN TIMEY
g AUl IS

2



‘0394 0} poue
PBY VS[1 343 1843 1Y
0 YJuow-1{ 9Y) U0 uormnio
-§91 B 10§ [IDUNO)) AJLMd9g N
a3 ut Jioddns ySnoua 1osnm
0} pe[re] sustunssfed ‘Aepisy
-894 0K MaN Ul N[ 93 IV
‘sdojs Suny3y ay3 [Ipun 83}
aowad podpey ATnJ qaels 03
pesnjol sey [ovIS] JNq ‘sy[e}
90NI} I10] ‘Sole uUOWIYS JIW
‘I93STUTW USI9J0J T[0BIS] oY)
pue j8JeIy A J1oyjefo) Surq
0} LB Japun aiom sWOPH
‘pres
ay ‘Bursnjoi aae ALayj; Ingq
soul} [[e 98 Apesa a1e ap,
‘[oea
-8[ Aq payo0[q syq[B} ooBad mou
-1 0] Apwaa sem a9y jey) ‘Surl
-Tog] 03 Y1s1A ® Juunp ‘Aepe)
-804 J91[IB9 prEs JBjeIy I
‘Joa3u0d
nﬁﬁumo:ﬂ Jspun K[urew
‘uoIqel ojul AepiNsef uols
-mouy ue Surypoune| 10j ajeIs
gsimMop oY) JUTSIONLID JO 110ys
peddoss Inq “yursaisaa Bcnm 3

AOUIOIA ¢

[e®Is] padan os[e ysng I
‘yeJery Iy uo A[arenbs
sy[e} ooead piremo; ssoid
-oxd 10} uspinq oayj saoejd ay
I89p SunjBw ‘pres juoplsald
SN 9y 1eys se opduns se
8,3 ‘1eoIY) JSLIOLI9) Iapun aje

-1j08ou JuoM SI[9RIS] Y],
‘yousl STY U0 SUTUOIjBOBA ST
Y axoyMm ‘Aepiesof sexo], Ul
80USJJU0D SMOU B P[0} ysng
IN ¥y} Butop Jo qof 19139
Op uBD 9y 2AaT[aq ] puB £1AN
-0® 18LI0419) oY) Surddoys oqur
1109 quad Jod Q@1 and 03 e)
-ery I 9din L[3uoqis pnom
I usy} ‘ondoreIp ® Ul pajsade)

-ut oIe suBlunNssred oyl ji,,
“IopIey paLy
94 JI payspoo[q syj pus pnod
Jejery Iosse) IpN Buifes ‘BIsy
1S9M\ UT joo[peap syy yealq
0} Jutjre} Joj surIUNSa[ed oY}
sowre[q oY ure[d spew ‘ysng
M 931005 I ‘quepisaig
Sl 9Y] WSRO ysng
~mdum vrenyf jo yjnos
vivleaing [ejides  aanen

V3 @«Jh\d}\

-SIUTUIPE MOU Ul ‘PeUWWBYON
AMYIBYBIA I ‘49)STUTY SWLI]
uersAB[RI Y} YIm Surjeewr
© 10] papeay oY ‘[930Y STy o[
9y Se SYIewlal JoLlq JOYV
‘wreu
-J9IA pue EBUIY) ‘ueishied
‘elpu] 03 wWIY uaye} Apwal

-8 sey yorym jroddns ueisy
yees 0} JN0} PUIM[IIUM ©
Jo 3o1 98938 oyj uo andwn’g Bl
-eny] ut s1ejroder o} Surnyeeds
SBM Jopme| uerunssfed 9ayjg,
‘ddV Sppe
‘esy ut jroddns o] pessexd
9y S 90Ud[0IA BISY IS9M

ILd/dV — ‘Aopuning uo ‘1304s] ‘Dadys.iadg
u3 Ip11dsoy DYOI0G IV L21P]O8 11IDIS] paunful Uy

~

ayy ul syue} pue sjal 199y3y
se yons  suodeom uedLIDUIY,
Jo osn sjoeasy peyoene Aep
-0} JeJBIy I19sseX JIN jeyery
‘pies A1
-BJIfiw 8y} ‘sjsodino Lrejrru
0} 9S0[® 003 owred Loy} 193
-Je s39[ SI9MO0aY}-oums Y} e
Buuary Aq pepuodsal oYM ‘SIa1p
-[os 7B S}O0X MaIUj} sYINoL ue
-Tunsa[Bd ‘s80uUBISUI 0M} U]
“UOTHIPUOD [8D
-IJLI0 Ul 8I9Mm ‘[a18 plo-aBak-g1
B pue £oq plo-1eeL-g1 B ‘pep
-unoMm ayj Jo oM J, 'pies sI10300p
‘syuaproul ojeredes ooIY) UL
a1y Aunre r[evis] Aq papunom
a1om ‘sioSeuss) puB. ULIP[IYD
WSY) Jo aUo Jnq [[e ‘suerunse
-Ted 11 ‘Aepisised ‘ezey) U]
‘suBIUNSa[Bd WOI[[IUI 8U0 UBY}
alowr £q pepunorIns ‘szer)
Ul S9AB]OUD DAYIIO) UL BAL
8193198 Yswmap 000°9 noqVy
‘3unysy jo syjuowt 1T oY}
JnoySnoay} BzeY) Ul SIS}
pue sdooxy fowis] pojesie)
dARY sjuUBI[TW UBIUNSATE]

ISV JS9AA Ul PA[INY

‘suerurysefed
uo syoe}je IPeIs] o0} esuods
-1 ul sem 31 Suifes ‘YovYe
ayy J40J Ayqiqisuodser pawars[
sunsored jo uomeIaqry oy}
J0J JuoI,] oneIowa( 9Y],
‘poppe AuLie o) ‘poI[[y oa0M
sIayoelle uerupssed Yyjod
‘ples juswaje)s AuLre ayj ‘dof
-eW B popnoul S[oBIS] pesp
ayJ, "pres Auire oy} ‘sepwuesd
puey puB SOOI oTjBUOINEG
Y 9seq 9y} uo a1y peusdo
sjuB)IIW UBIUNSeTed 9Y]
"pres ArejIfiu [joels] ay)
‘oseq ATej[Iw jTuedIely oY)
e 9j3equNs 901y 8y} Ul Iy
9I0M SIITPIOS I[OBIS] USASG
"pres s9pIs yjoq woy
sTetoyjo ‘durgg BzeS) WIAYINOS
ay) ut jsodno A1ejIfiur 1[oBIsy
U U0 }OB}}EB UB PIYIUNB| sSUB
-lupisered oy} usym £epoj pay
-[{ 8J19Mm USIUNS UBTUI}SA 8]
0M3 PUB SIATPIOS [[0BST B3I,
‘g% 8ny ‘dIYLS VZVD

mmw__m a3Lvioossy

L 4

MHE SiAi ESmirud



\VA %

WEST ASIA / FISCHER MISSION PAYS DIVIDENDS )

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, AUG. 21. Israel and the
Palestinians have both agreed, al-
beit tentatively on the part of the
former, to hold talks aimed at the
drawing up of a cease-fire agree-
ment. fZ/

The Palestinian Auth

Sharon, gave their assent\to such
a meeting in separate dis i
with the German Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Joschka Fischer, today.
The  breakthrough  occurred
through the finessing of the quite
distinct positions taken by the
two sides.

These talks, planned to be held
soon either in Berlin or one of the
regional capitals (Cairo is a possi-
bility), will be about the ways and
means of reaching a cease-fire
agreement. In the very fact of giv-
ing his assent to any talks at all,
Mr. Sharon has moved from his
position that Israel will hold talks
only after the Palestinian Author-
ity had implemented an earlier
cease-fire agreement.

At the same time, Mr. Arafat has
also moved from his position that
talks should be held immediately
on the substantive issues in con-
tention between the two sides
even if the cease-fire was not
turning out to be free of viola-
tions. Both the key phrases —
“talks” and “‘cease-fire”’” — have
been brought together to give Is-
rael and the Palestinian Authority

»+ Rivals agree to discuss

The Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres (left), and the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat in this combo photo. — AFP

a ladder that they could use to
climb down from their rigid posi-
tions.

While Mr. Fischer was the per-
son who actually got both leaders
to go public and announce their
assent to the talks, the initiative
for a “talk towards a cease fire”
was taken by Israel’s Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Shimon Peres. Mr.
Peres, who will be Mr. Arafat’s in-
terlocutor if the talks are held, has
been pressing his Prime Minister
and the rest of the Cabinet to un-
derstand that they did need to of-
fer some sort of initiative to the
Palestinians and that Israel could
expect no progress if it stood by
its position that any kind of talks

would only begin once and if the
Palestinians stopped all violence.

Mr. Peres has been talking
broadly of a phased cease- fire
plan whereby peace would be re-
stored area by area. Since the
forms of violence in each segment
of the Palestinian territory have
been different, there would be
different modes of implementing .
a cease-fire in each of them. Sev-
eral other plans have been floated
by Israeli politicians.

Talking to the press after his
meeting with Mr. Arafat, Mr.
Fischer said that his offices were
always open to the Israelis and
the Palestinians if they wanted to

7~

peace .

hold talks either directly or
through intermediaries. But he al-
so hinted that there were other
places much closer, a possible al-
lusion to Cairo since Egypt has al-
so reactivated itself in the search
for regional peace.

In any event, this development
has some significance to interna-
tional polities as it is played out in
West Asia. Today's breakthrough,
however tentative, has been
achieved without U.S. efforts and
indeed through the services of the
European Union — a body that
Israel has not been very keen
about drawing into regional poli-
tics.

The million dollar question is
whether today’s tentative consen-
sus will amount to anything. A
bomb went off in the heart of Je-
rusalem, fortunately causing no
casualties, even as Mr. Fischer
was talking to Mr. Sharon.

If there is a major militant strike
by the Palestinians, of if there is a
major Israeli military action with
the potential to invite retaliatory
strikes, this tentative effort might
collapse.

In a way, the whole situation
has been left in the hands of
would-be suicide bombers. On
the other hand, the two sides have
battered each other so much over
the past 11 months that they
might just be prepared to seek
any way to get out of the situa-
tion.
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TRENCH WAR QF-ANGST IN WEST AS

THE ISRAELI LEADER, Mr. Ariel Sharon\bds
once again set a callous agenda in his trench
warfare that is sustained by a strong undercur-
rent of emotional prejudices against the Palesti-
nians. In the face of opposition by the United
States, the Jewish nation’s patron, Mr. Sharon
says he will not renounce his plans for a system-
atic “target killing” of all suspected Palestinian
purveyors of anti-Israel terror. For an ultra-na-
tionalist hawk like him, a policy of liquidation is
the amoral means to a political objective of re-
ducing the fears of serial attacks on the Jews. Yet,
it is Mr. Sharon’s policy that the Palestinian ex-
tremists like the Hamas and others cite in justifi-
cation of their terror campaign against the
Jewish state. The latest Palestinian suicide-
bombing at a pizzeria in Jerusalem has prompt-
ed Israel to launch reprisal air strikes and also
seize a Palestinian political ‘headquarters’ in the
predominantly Arab segment of the city. Israel’s
dastardly retaliation has been denounced by
major powers. Yet, calling upon the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, to restrain the terror-
ists in these circumstances, the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, has urged both the Pal-
estinian Authority and Israel to “demonstrate
foresight and responsibility”’. The Jewish author-
ities had, in the first place, embarked upon mis-
sile strikes against the perceived chieftains of
some Palestinian death squads. Mr. Arafat’s
nominal administration, too, made no secret of
its refusal to rein in the proactive Palestinian-
Hamas groups. The main thrust of the pan-Arab
argument was that the presumptive squads of
archetypal Palestinian anarchists had risen to re-
sist the alleged reign of terror unleashed by the
Jewish settlers living in illegal possession of en-
claves that were already handed by Tel Aviv to
the Authority under Mr. Arafat’s control. It is
against this psycho-politics of the region that the
Palestinians have now stepped up their appeals
to the U.S. to organise international monitors

who might be able to dampen the s "\1t e
merchants of terror. no -

The U.S., on its part, is convinced that in-
ternational monitors can play a useful role only
if both Mr. Sharon and Mr. Arafat, instead of just
the Palestinian leader, choose to requisition
peace-sentinels. However, the “Mitchell proc-
ess’ is being unambiguously commended by the
Bush administration, which only recently decid-
ed in a measured manner to revive the U.S.’ role
in promoting a settlement of the basic Jewish-
Palestinian political dispute. The ‘“Mitchell proc-
ess”, named after a former U.S. Senator who led
a team that propounded a peace formula, con-
sists of three sequential possibilities. A definitive
period of truce is to be followed by efforts from
both sides to build mutual trust and resume the
stalled negotiations towards a final settlement.
However, the truce, brokered by the U.S. last
June, has already gone up in smoke. Yet, full-
scale war as an alternative is plainly stupid.

The challenges of conventional diplomacy
in a volatile region like West Asia cannot also be
exaggerated. Witness the futile controversy
sought to be raised by some Jewish opinion-
makers through their condemnation of a United
Nations observer team that supposedly failed to
prevent the abduction of a few Israeli soldiers by
the Arabist Hizbullah guerillas in the Lebanese
sector last year. Israel should know that it is
pointless blaming the international monitors, in
this case some Indian soldiers on a U.N. assign-
ment, for an incident that they were not mandat-
ed or armed to prevent. Yet, the relevance of the
international community as a possible catalyst
of a peaceful solution in West Asia is not in
doubt. Arguably, the outlines of a possible Is-
raeli-Palestinian settlement must encompass
the spirit of compromise that was evident in the
Oslo process of the 1990s. The Jews as also the
Palestinians are entitled to sovereign states of
their own on the basis of an agreed land-sw
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" WEST ASIA / ISRAEL RETALIATES

“"Palestinian offices”
in Jerusalem closed

By Kesava Menon % ad nevertheless been allowed to
el

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), AUG. 10. Isra
police and special forces person-
nel moved into Orient House, the
unofficial headquarters of the Pal-
estine Liberation Organisation in
the city, and several other offices
of the Palestinian Authority in
East Jerusalem in the early hours
of Friday. This step appears to be
in retaliation for the suicide bomb
attack in Jerusalem yesterday in
which 18 people (including six
children) were killed and nearly
90 injured, though the Israeli au-
thorities say that their objective
was to motivate the Authority to
crack down on terrorism. The clo-
sure of several offices might be re-
garded as a relatively tame or less
than expectedly bloody reprisal
for a horrific attack but it is never-
theless a powerful political move.

Despite Israeli objections, Ori-
ent House has functioned as the
unofficial headquarters of the
PLO in Jerusalem and the late Fai-
sal Husseini, who used to run it,
made a habit of meeting diplo-
mats and the media there. Israel,
for all its resentment at Orient
House functioning in this man-
ner, had closed it down only once
before, in 1997, after the Oslo
processes got underway.

This morning, Israeli police and
special forces made their way into
the building and closed down sev-
eral offices. A few Palestinians
were reportedly detained and
there are unconfirmed reports
that an Uzi sub-machine gun was
recovered from the premises.

Israel's security services also
closed down nine offices of the
Palestinian Authority in other
parts of East Jerusalem. Although
Israel claims that all of Jerusalem
is under its exclusive control, it
has in fact turned a blind eye to
the functioning of several Palesti-
nian Authority departments (in-
cluding, according to some
sources, the criminal investiga-
tion department) in the Arab-
populated parts of East Jerusa-
lem. Among the nine offices
closed down was the “Governor-
ate” of Abu Dis, a village adjacent
to Jerusalem or a suburb of it, de-
pending on the point of view.

Abu Dis has often found men-
tion in the drafts of the negotia-
tions as the place where the
Palestinians would set up their
Capitol once their state became a
reality. In fact, work is well under-
way for the construction of the
building that is to house the Par-
liament-to-be.

Abu Dis does not fall into the
area that has been handed over to
full Palestinian control but the PA

W set up a Governor's office and

several guard buildings around it.
Israel accuses the Palestinian se-
curity services operating out of
these buildings of having assisted
suicide bombers.

An hour after mid-night last
night, Israeli F-16s also levelled a
police station with missiles. No
casualties were reported since po-
lice stations and Government
buildings in most towns under
Palestinian control had been
evacuated on the apprehension
that such attacks would take
place. While the decision for all
the above actions has been taken
by the Cabinet of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, the Israeli
media has reported that their mil-
itary is pressing for powerful and
prolonged aggressive action.

An Israeli attack aimed at the
killing of Palestinians can appar-
ently not be ruled out, especially
if another suicide bomber strikes
soon. There is reason to believe
that such a bomber has already
set out on his mission. After yes-
terday’s bombing, both Hamas
and Islamic Jehad claimed the

“martyr’”’ as their own man, only
for Islamic Jehad to later clarify
that they had made a mistake.
The bomber was indeed a Hamas
man but Islamic Jehad had initial-
ly thought that the attack had
been carried out by one of its
cadres who had already been sent
on a mission.

While retaining the tough
tion, Israel is able to make pal‘[%f
cal capital out of the universal
condemnation of Palestinian ter-
ror tactics that followed yester-
day’s strike. Simultaneously,
Israel is also sending out the
message that it will whittle down
Palestinian aspirations and even
the gains they have so far made.

The Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent, Mr. Yasser Arafat, con-
demned the suicide bomb attack
and asked Israel to join him in a
fresh declaration of cease-fire (Is-
rael refused to do so) that would
be monitored by international
observers. But Israel insists that
Mr. Arafat is not taking action at
anywhere near the level required
to prevent acts of terrorism. For
his part, Mr. Arafat seems to be
caught between the demands of
Israel, and now of the U:S. as well,
that he take prompt action and
the attitude of his people.

The Palestinians say that they
are being forced into terrorist ac-
tivity by Israel that keeps them
under siege and offers no hope for

the future. /




7 w"Visraeli tanks rumble into Gaza Strip

JERUSALEM, AUG 4. Israeli tanks and
bulldozers entered Palestinian-
controlled territory in the Gaza
Strip on Saturday, destroying a
Palestinian police post after sev-
eral mortar shells were fired a day
earlier at a nearby Jewish settle-
ment.

A car exploded outside the of-
fices of Marwan Barghouti, a local
representative of the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
movement in Ramallah in the
West Bank. Witnesses said two
tank shells hit the car, injuring at
least one passerby. The Israeli ar-
my had no immediate comment.

The first tank shell missed the
car, allowing its driver, Fatah ac-
tivist Mohammed Abu Hanaweh,
to escape before the second shell
struck. The shells were fired from
the nearby Jewish settlement of
Psagot, which overlooks Ramailah
from a hill, Palestinian security
officials at the scene said. The car
belonged to Ahmed Al Faransi, a
bodyguard of Barghouti’s, Palesti-
nian preventive security sources
said.

The police post in Gaza de-
stroyed earlier on Saturday was
the source of the mortar fire,
which lightly injured a father and
son living in the Kfar Darom set-
tlement on Friday, the IDF said. A
45-minute gunbattle between
Palestinian gunmen and Israeli
troops ensued once the two-story
building was levelled. No injuries
were reported from either side.

Palestinian security sources
said Israeli trgeps entered two
other areay’e&fle Gaza Strip on

Saturday, in Rafah on the south-
ern border with Egypt, and Beit
Lahia in the north. The IDF de-
nied the incursions took place.
The trials of two suspected collab-
orators took place in Gaza and in
Nablus on Saturday, the hearings
continue.

The hunt for suspected collab-
orators among  Palestinians
heightened after an iIsraeli heli-
copter attack on Nablus last week
killed eight Palestinians, includ-
ing two militants and two chil-
dren. On Friday a man suspected
of collaborating with Israel was
shot and killed, apparently by Pal-
estinian gunmen in the outskirts
of Bethlehem. Abdullah Abu Al-
hawa, 56, was the fourth suspect-
ed collaborator killed this week.

Palestinian officials have urged
a halt to the vigilante attacks, and
a statement issued on Friday said
the Palestinian Authority alone
was responsible for dealing with
people “trying to violate the na-
tional interest of the Palestinian
people.” “It is a dangerous phe-
nomenon, no one has the right to
take the law into his hands,
against a spy or anyone else,” said
the Palestinian parliamentary
Speaker, Mr. Ahmed Queria. “The
Palestinian Authority and its se-
curity services are the ones re-
sponsible for judging these spies
according to the law.”

Palestinian security courts this
week sentenced four Palestinians
to death for helping Israel’s army
carry out deadly attacks against
suspected Palestinian militants.
The sentences can only be carried

A Palestinian policeman searches in the rubble of his post at Deir
al-Balah south of the Gaza Strip, after it was destroyed by Israell
forces on Saturday. — AP

out once Mr. Arafat has given the
order. In the West Bank town of
Jenin, 60 Palestinians suspected
of collaborating with Israel have
been arrested, according to Pal-
estinian security officials. At the
same time the official Palestinian
news agency called for an end to
armed attacks against Israel in a
statement published on Friday,
an unprecedented appeal for re-
straint in the past 10 months of
violence.

Meeting late on Friday, the Pal-
estinian Cabinet continued its
call for international observers to
be deployed in Palestinian areas.
“The world’s policy of remaining
silent on the Israeli escalation will
affect the security and stability of

_ however,

the region,” the Cabinet said in a
statement. Israel continues to ob-
ject to international observers,
some Israeli officials
have suggested that they would
accept some form of monitoring
by the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency.

Meanwhile, the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon reas-
serted his position that a full- |
fledged peace treaty with the Pal- [
estinians is not a possibility now, |
or at any time in the next few
years. “A clear-eyed outlook of °
the continued state of animosity
demands a different apfemch
than the one we have tried so far
with the Palestinians,” Mr. Sha-

ron said on Friday. — AP /

|
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|
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AST WEEK Israel puished

its policy of

assassinating inimical

Palestinians so far down
the scale of the tolerable that it
threatened to tip beyond the
point where equilibrium could
be restored. Till it launched a
helicopter gunship attack on
Tuesday Israel had, with one
singular exception, targeted
Palestinian militants who were
directly involved in terrorist
activities. By killing two Hamas
political leaders in that Tuesday
attack Israel threw open the
question whether it would
begin targetting personalities
higher up in the Palestinian
leadership.

On Tuesday, an Israeli
Apache helicopter gunship
suddenly popped up in the sky
above the West Bank town of
| [Nablus and fired missiles
through two third-floor
windows of a five-storey
building. The room in which
the missiles exploded housed a
research and media outreach
centre that was run by a
Hamas activist but reportedly
not an official branch of the
Islamic movement. Jamal
Mansour, the person who ran
the study centre, his brother,
Omar Mansour, another leading
Hamas activist of Nablus, Jamal
Salim, a journalist and two
other Hamas members were
killed in the explosion. Two
young brothers, aged seven and
ten, who were waiting for their
i parents on the pavement
outside the building were also
killed in the explosion.

Well over 500 people, the

vast majority of them

' Palestinians, have died in the

- clashes raging for the past ten
months. There have been a
number of particularly
horrendous incidents, including
the deaths of children on both
sides, in the course of the
random fire-fights, suicide
bomb attacks, sniper attacks,
rioting, shelling and so forth
that has occurred almost on a
daily basis in this period. For
all that, a different kind of
ethical question has been
raised by Israel’s policy of
assassinating or liquidating
Palestinians who it believed
had carried out, or were
planning to carry out, terrorist
strikes. About 40 Palestinians
are believed to have killed
through this type of action.

In the defence it has put up
following near unanimous
international condemnation of
the Nablus incident, Israel has

. tried toshow that the basic
i M its policy remains

Vw0V ag Extreme prejudice

The funeral procession of the Nablus attack victims... Israel
exceeds all limits.

Israel has pushed its policy of assassinating
inimical Palestinians too far,
says Kesava Menon.

unchanged. The Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres,
took offence at the terms
‘liquidation’ and ‘assassination’
being applied to such acts.
Fine-tuning Israel’s argument
that such actions were
measures of self-defence, Mr.
Peres said it would be
inappropriate to apply such
terms to “interception
operations” that Israel was
carrying out against suicide
attackers. The ethical question
is whether such extra-judicial
killings can be carried out
especially when neither side
has formally declared that it is
at war with the other.

Such ethical questions
remain to be answered. But so
does the question whether

suicide bomb attacks on
innocent civilians is justifiable
on any grounds whatsoever.
That leads on to the counter-
question whether people living
under conditions of occupation
are forced into such levels of
despair that they see no point
in living and decide that they
will take people who are on the
side of the occupying force
along with them when they go
to the great beyond.

Easier to analyse are the
political questions thrown up
by such incidents, especially
the operation that was carried
out in Nablus. Except for the
one case where it killed a
Fatah-affiliated physician in the
early days of the current
intifada, Israel had largely

‘intercepted’ (‘with extreme
prejudice’ as spy thrillers would
have it} activists who were
directly involved in suicide
bomb attacks. The most famous
of these, though his death
occurred a few years ago and
well before the start of the
intifada, was the ‘Engineer’
Yahya Ayyash who was
reputedly the top expert at
bomb-making. Even Israel does
not argue that those killed in
Nablus had anything to do with
the technical side of suicide
missions.

What Israel does say is that
Jamal Mansour had a big role
in selecting would-be suicide
bombers, in indoctrinating
them and in choosing the time
and site of suicide bomb
attacks. This is tricky ground.
Hamas of course makes no
bones about its total rejection
of Israel and the extolling of
martyrdom is a very important
component of its ideology.
Israel’s argument also appears
to be that Jamal Mansour, as a
rising political star of Hamas,
had the capacity to calculate
how-to make a terrorist strike
achieve the most political
value. There are, however,
several problems in following
this chain of argument.

For one, Hamas has been
quite careful about keeping
those involved in its political
arm in a markedly different
compartment from those active
in its military arm, the Izzedine
al Qassam Brigade. Till
Mansour was killed, there had
been word from Israel that he
straddled the line between the
political and military wings.
This is all the more peculiar
since Mansour was apparently
pretty well known for his
political activities in the Nablus
area. (In the past he has been
jailed on political grounds by
both Israel and the Palestinian
Authority and he was among
the 400 activists whom Israel
had deported across the
Lebanese border in 1992). The
office in which the explosion
took place reportedly does not
function in a clandestine
fashion and is under
observation all the time from
an Israeli military post on a
hill-side near Nablus.

If Israel feels itself justified in
killing a political activist who
was supposedly directly
involved in terrorist strikes,
then where will it draw the line.
At various points in time, it has
accused the entire Palestinian
leadership including Mr. Yasser
Arafat of being connected’ with
terrorist activity.
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