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“Tsrael, Palestinians
have agreed on
truce: Mubarak

AFP & PTI v a %\A
CAIRO, April 29. - Israel a‘nd
the Palestinians have agreed to
a ceasefire and a resumption of
talks one month after it takes
effect, the Egyptian President
announced today.
Mr Hosni Mubarak said he had
received the news from the Is-
raeli foreign minister, Mr Shi-
mon Peres, who was transmit-
ting a message from his Prime
Minister, Mr Ariel Sharon.
He didn’t, however, say when
the ceasefire would take effect.
Mr Mubarak’s announcement
came despite a flare-up in vio-
lence yesterday in which a Pal-
estinian and an Israeli were kil-
led. Today, mortar shells hit the
Kfar Darom and Neve Dakalim
settlements in the Gaza Strip,
injuring five Israeli youths in
spite of measures taken by Mr
Yasser Arafat to prevent such
attacks.
“The firing of mortar shells
must stop,” Mr Arafat told his
service leaders at the meeting of
the high council of Palestinian

national security in Gaza City
late yesterday.

The council also decided to dis-
solve the Fatah body responsi-
ble for shelling Israeli settle-
ments and ordered that patrol-
ling be intensified.

Mr Arafat ordered these meas-
ures following pressure from
Israel and USA to stop vio-
lence, reports from Gaza said.
The US secretary of state, Mr
Colin Powell, had discussed
“recent developments” with the
Palestinian leader over phone
yesterday, they said.

Mr Peres was to visit Jordan
later for talks with King Abdul-
lah II at the Red Sea resort of
Aqaba, a seport from Amman
says. His visit is seen in Am-
man as “a real test” of Israel’s
intentions.

“This meeting represents a se-
rious opportunity and a real
test that will show if the Israeli
government wants to put an
end to the current situation
and allow the right conditions .

for a resumption of the ce
process,” an official sai
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Jerusalem, April 24 W Wi

ISRAEL SAID on Tuesday it

would lift a blockade on the West

Bank town of Jericho in the next
few days after reporting progress
at US-arranged Israeli-Palestin-
ian security talks overnight.

Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres said Palestinians, who
hope to Iure Israelis back to Jeri-
cho’s lucrative casino, had vowed
to keep the area safe if Israel
ended its closure.

The decision on Jericho fol-
lowed security talks at which
Israel and the Palestinians
“decided to make an effort to

"lower the level of violence and
improve security coordination,”
the Israeli Army said in a state-
ment.

There was no immediate
Palestinian comment on the
talks to try to reduce the blood-
shed inflicted during a nearly
seven-month-old  Palestinian
uprising against Israeli occupa-
tion in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

The Army said the sides would
hold a field-level meeting on Fri-
day “to translate the principles
into specific actions.”

srael to

Y- 1L )\ 4

Syria broadside against Israel

ARAB NATIONS took over a UN Security Council debate on civil-
ians in war zones, with Syria accusing Israel of genocide against
Palestinjans and Israel reminding Syria of the 1982 army massacre
at Hama.Syria’s UN Ambassador Mikhail Wehbe also said during
an all-day debate on Monday that Israkl had exchanged “secrets and
information™ with Lebanon’s Hizbollah guerrillas, who have
launched raids against Israel for years. “Israel and Hizbollah have
an April memorandum of understanding,” Wehbe said.

Oren David, Israel’s UN Minister-counselor, however, said Syria,
and not Israel, had contacts with Hizbollah. “Syria is a major sup-
porter of Hizbollah, feeding instability along our northern borders
and endangering the lives of Israeli civilians,” he said.

Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon last May, but Hizbollah
and Lebanon insist the occupied Shebaa farms area is part of
Lebanon. The United Nations says it is part of Syria.

UNHQ, Reuters

Peres said lifting the Jericho
blockade was part of a policy to
let Palestinians lead a normal
life despite the violence.

“In the Jericho area, $700 mil-
lion was invested in different
industries. This plus the
tourism, everything has been
paralyzed,” Peres told Israel
Radio.

“Our position is to allow for a
normal lifestyle unconditionally
and without receiving anything

THE HlNT)USTAN RS

in return. We are not trying to
wheel-and-deal on this issue,” he
added.

Citing security concerns at the
start of the uprising in Septem-
ber, Israel imposed tough restric-
tions in the West Bank and Gaza
that severely hampered move-
ment and prevented some 120,000
Palestinian workers from getting
to work in Israel.

Palestinians brand the clo-
sure, which has dealt a harsh

50

lift Jericho blockade

Arafat: No response

blow to their fragile economy,
collective punishment.

Monday’s security talks went
ahead despite fresh violence in
which a car bomb rocked an
Israeli city and Israeli troops
shot dead a Palestinian teenager
at a funeral in the Gaza Strip.

The late-night session, follow-
ing similar talks on Saturday, sig-
naled that neither side had
slammed the door on dialogue in
the face of a two-week-long surge
in violencé.

Reuters



ympathy for
Chechen ultras

wanes in Turkey

<~
Ankara, April 24 \/\ v ’lg\q

1
TURKISH SYMPATHIES wi}h
the Chechen cause turned 'to
anger on Tuesday, a day after pro-
" Chechen rebels took over a luxu-
ry hotel and held some 120 guests
and staff hostage for 12 hours.

Despite the peaceful end to the
standoff and assurances from
the gunmen that they had no
intention of harming the
hostages, many Turks fear the
attack will have devastating
effects on the tourism sector.

“The Turkish people have
always looked at the Chechen
cause with sympathy, giving it
hefty donations,” wrote Sabah
newspaper. “But they stabbed
Turkey in the back during its
most troubled times.”

Turkey has suffered two eco-
nomic crises since November
with the Turkish lira slumping
by more than 40 percent against
the dollar, leading to hundreds of
thousands of layoffs. Turkey had
pinned hopes on lucrative
tourism revenues to help ease the
crunch.

The Chechen struggle against
Russia has always been popular
in Turkey and as many as five
million Turks can trace their
roots to the Caucasus, where
Chechnya is located. But Hur-
riyet commentator Emin
Colasan wrote, “If you have a
battle with Russia, go and wage it
in Russia. What right do you
have to harm Turkey?”

Thirteen gunmen stormed the
five-star Swissotel in the heart of
Istanbul late on Sunday to
protest Russia’s “bloody attacks”
in the Caucasus. Some 600 guests
from Europe, the United States,
and Japan were staying at the
hotel. About 60 guests and 40
workers escaped through fire

exits. Other guests were not pre-
sent. y
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EST ASIA / BLAST IN TEL AVIV

security

KFAR SABA, APRIL 22.A suicide
bomber detonated himself at a
crowded intersection during the
mmorning rush hour, killing him-
self and one Israeli, and leaving 19
injured in a Tel Aviv suburb, po-
lice and rescue services said.

The attacker, believed to be a
Palestinian, set off the bomb out-
side a bus as it pulled up at the
intersection in Kfar Saba.

“When the bus arrived, a sui-
cide bomber approached it and
leaned against it while setting off
a device,” said a police com-
mander, Mr. Yehuda Bahar.
Those inside the bus and at the
bus stop were injured. The rescue
services spokesman, Mr. Yeru-
ham Mandola, said the seriously
injured included a child.

Israel has been rocked by re-
peated explosions carried out by
Palestinian militants since the
Palestinian uprising began seven
months ago. The Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon, has pledged
swift and harsh retaliation for
such attacks, and Israel has car-
ried out several raids in recent
weeks following mortar attacks by
Palestinians.

The latest explosion went off as
commuters were heading to work
today, the beginning of the work
week in Israel. Police sealed off
the area and searched for addi-
tional explosives.

Security meeting ‘positive’
AFP reports from Jerusalem:
Israel today hailed an overnight

security meeting with the Palesti-

nian Authority (PA) representa-

tives as ‘“‘serious and positive”,

with the two sides agreeing to

cooperate on a joint security plan.
The meeting, near the Erez
- -

meeting

crossing point between the Gaza
strip and Israel, “was carried out
in a serious and positive atmo-

. “lsrael, PA hold -

sphere”’, a spokesman for the Is- |

raeli Prime Minister’s office said.

The two parties “decided to
cooperate on a security plan and
to apply measures aimed at put-
ting an end to the violence and
terrorism’’, as well as new mea-
sures to ease restrictions on the
Palestinian  population, the
spokesman added. 9 /\L

The Palestinian teani, at the
three-hour meeting, was led by
Generals Amin al-Hindi and Ab-
del Razeq al-Majeida, respectively
head of the Palestinian Intelli-
gence and public security chief in
the Gaza strip, a Palestinian
source said.

The Israeli delegation wyak led |
by Gen. Giora Eiland, miktary
commander, southern !Israel,

Gen. Doron Almog and Avi Dich-
ter, head of Israel’s internal secu-

rity service Shin Beth. The two -
sides held inconclusive security '
talks April 4 and 11 in the pres- |
ence of U.S. officials with the .
stated goal of ending bloody
clashes that erupted in late Sep-

tember.

A third meeting had been slated
for April 16, but was cancelled af-
ter Israel launched an .offensive
into land under Palestinian au-

thority control. Palestinians had |

threatened not to take part in
those meetings anymore.

On Saturday, the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, said
he is engaged in “discreet co
tacts” with Palestinians ai
bringing w2 end to viole
lic radio said.
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AP & PTI

JERUSALEM, April 22. - Two
persons, including a suspected

several injured in a bomb ex-
plosion in an Israeli town near
the West Bank today. The inci-

and Palestinian security chiefs
met in a bid to quell the blood-

| sides.
Police said one of the two killed

apparently a suicide bomber.
The bomber blew up an explo-

passengers as they were board-

Tel Aviv.

at Erez Crossing checkpoint
overnight in an effort to reduce
the violence in the region and
resume security coordination.
Following the three-hour US-
sponsored meeting between
both sides, a statement by Is-
reali Prime Minister Mr Ariel
Sharon’s office described the
talks as “good and serious”,
adding the meeting “was car-
ried out in a serious and posi-
tive atmosphere”.

“It was decided to implement
several steps which would
bring about a cessation of the
ongoing terror and violence and
the continuation of the easing
of civil and economic restric-

sives-packed belt among the ‘
ing a bus in Kfar Saba, north of

Earlier, senior Israeli and Pal-
estinian security officials met |

suicide bomber, were killed and .

dent occured hours after Israeli | -

shed and amid tentative politi- 25
cal contacts between the two |

| ini the suburb of Kfar Saba was

TS

/ Suicide bomber derails peace
etfort in West Asia

Members of Israeli police bomb squad collect pieces of bombs at the scene of a suicide bomb attack in Kfar Saba,
north of Tel Aviv, on Sunday. — APIPTI

tions on the Palestinians,” the
statement added.

At the meeting, Israeli team
was led by the head of Shin Bet

{Israel’s internal security
agency) and other senior army
officials while Palestinians

were represented by chief of the
General Intelligence. Service
Mr Amin al-Hindi and the head
of national security in Gaza
Strip.The Palestinians said
they discussed the possibility of

resuming the peace process
with the Israelis.

“This was not only a security
meeting but also a pelitical one
with the idea that political ne-
gotiations would make our
work much easier,” said Mr Ab-
del Razek Majaidah, a senior
Palestinian security official
and a participant in the talks.
Media reports said Mr Peres
had been meeting, after coordi-
nation with Prime Minister,

9 STATESHAS
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with Palestinian officials in an
attempt to quell the violence.

English daily the Jerusalem
Post quoted a source in the
Prime Minister’s Office as say-
ing that despite these contacts,
“We have no indication on the
ground that Mr Arafat has given
an order to his security services
to stop the violence. That has not
happened, and for proof of this
all you need to do is look at what
is happening on the ground.”

-
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promontory that looms high

above the broken hilly

countryside that slopes down
from Lebanon to Israel. Like the
other knobs on the eastern ridge line
that dominates this terrain the
Shebaa farms area also sprouts a ring
of metal rods that indicates the
presence of an Israeli military picket.
For the Israelis that picket line
denotes security but for the Lebanese
on the ground below those outposts
are a reminder that they are under
| threat from a superior military power.
i It provides for an explosive mix.

When Israel pulled its troops out of
Lebanon eleven months ago the one
area it refused to vacate was the
Shebaa farms area. All other
justifications aside it is
understandable that it had no desire
to give up such a militarily valuable
piece of real estate. From points
along the ridge line which includes
the Shebaa farms area it is probably
possible to have a clear view across
most of southern Lebanon to the
west and a great part of Syria to the
east.

Israel claims it captured the Shebaa
farms area from Syria, and not
Lebanon, in the 1967 war. It has also
adduced documents from the U.S.
State Department that apparently
show that Syria had leased this
enclave prior to 1967 and that it was
protected by Syrian troops at the
time of the conflict. Therefore, Israel
says, it will return the area to Syria
when and if a final peace treaty is
made. While the U.S. State
Department’s findings might be
suspect in a matter of dispute
between Israel and its Arab
neighbours the I[sraeli position on the
subject has found support from the
U.N. as well.

Subsequent to the Israeli
withdrawal last year the U.N. had to
confirm that this pullout was indeed
complete. After surveying the border
for this purpose the U.N. did issue a
notification that the Israeli
withdrawal behind the Blue Line —
the international border between the
two countries — was indeed
complete. The implication of course
is that the territorial dispute between
Israel and Lebanon is over and that
the issue of control over the Shebaa
farms area is something to be settled
in the context of negotiations
between Israel and Syria. Neither
Syria nor Lebanon has concurred
with this finding.

This messy situation under
international law makes for a messier
political and military situation.
Hizbollah, the Lebanese Shia militia
that led the resistance to the Israeli

¢ occupation, believes that it is justified
in attacking Israeli pickets in the

uldron called Lebanon

HEBAA FARMS is a rocky *H'Q : t

Lebanese women demonstrate against Israel.

Israel’s attack on a Syrian
radar post inside Lebanon
ensures that the Syrians
will not leave in a hurry.
This means, says
Kesava Menon, that the
sectarian differences
within Lebanon will
take longer to heal.

Shebaa farms and the supply convoys
since the enclave in its view is still
occupied. In principle, the Lebanese
Government agrees with the
Hizbollah but for the first time last
week a newspaper close to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Rafik Hariri, carried an
article questioning to the point of
criticism the Hizbollah’s tactics. The
Hizbollah's tactics of striking at the
Israeli troops in Shebaa farms was
proving counter-productive at a time
when Lebanon needed the sympathy
and assistance of the international
comrmunity and was trying to sort
out its own internal problems, the
article pointed out.

Indeed, the Hizbollah's last attack
on the Shebaa farms did tend to
exacerbate those internal problems. It

occurred just at the time when the
Lebanese Government was working
out, through dialogue with the
leaders of the various communities in
Lebanon, a common approach on the
question of the continued Syrian
military presence in their country.
Some of the major communities in
Lebanon, notably the Maronite
Christians and the Druze, have been
increasingly vocal about their feelings
on the Syrian presence.

At the very least these communities
want the Syrian troops in country to
so re-deploy that their presence in
Lebanon is less obtrusive. Below the
level of the leadership in these
communities the feelings are stronger
and they want the Syrians to leave
altogether. Some of the Muslim
groups want them to remain and the
differences between the communities
were threatening to reach boiling
point.

Mr. Hariri and the President, Mr.
Emile Lahoud, were talking to the
leaders of the various communities
when the last attack on the Shebaa
farms took place. In retaliation, Israel
attacked a Syrian radar post inside
Lebanon killing three people in the
process. This attack has ensured that
the Syrians will not leave or even re-
deploy in a hurry and that would in
turn mean that the sectarian

difference within Lebanon will tgke a
longer time to heal. ,_~"
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/" DANGEROUS PORTENTS IN WEST ASIA

ISRAEL’S FORCED WITHDRAWAL from a re-oc-
cupied pocket of Palestinian territory has not
really defused the new escalation of hostilities in
West Asia. Dramatic indeed were the reports on
Wednesday about a sudden pull-out by Israel’s
elite military units from the tiny recaptured area
within the Gaza Strip, which remains under the
Palestinian Authority’s putative control in terms
of an internationally recognised accord. Signif-
icantly, the timing of the Israeli act of disengage-
ment was a pointer. It followed a strong appeal
from the United States. In fact, it was only a day
or so earlier that the soldiers of the Jewish state
had reconquered the small but extremely vola-
tile segment with an almost undisguised sense of
military triumphalism. So, the latest ostensible
act of de-escalation by the Israeli Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon, a self-confessed hawk, can be
seen as a credible sign that the present Bush
administration in Washington may be able to
restrain him in the future as well. Yet, the pre-
dominant argument in Tel Aviv is that the guided
retreat, which in itself was not caused by any
Palestinian militant prowess, was also not the
direct result of any undue diplomatic pressure
from Washington. The question, therefore, is
whether the Sharon administration is disin-
clined to let the U.S. set the peace agenda afresh
in West Asia at precisely the juncture when
Washington seems to have signalled substantive
interest in the affairs of that region for the first
time since the departure of Mr. Bill Clinton from
the White House.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, has surely appealed to the Palestinians as
well to adopt a policy of restraint and rein in
political terrorism directed against the Jewish
state. Gen. Powell’s statement, issued in the lat-
est context of a Palestinian mortar-attack on a
Jewish settlement and the Israeli retaliation, is
conspicuous for its balanced diplomatic tone.
Both the Palestinians and the Israelis have been
reminded of their obligations under the agree-

ments that they had reached during the Oslo
process in the 1990s. However, it is particularly
significant that Gen. Powell described the Israeli
act of re-occupying Arab territory, now reversed,
as an excessive and disproportionate response to
the provocative Palestinian mortar-attack in fo-
cus. Moreover, the U.S. Secretary of State’s blunt
message to Israel is that it should not seek to
unravel the agreement which it had previously
entered into with the Palestinians. The totality of
the circumstances of the latest Israeli pull-out
from an enclave within Gaza signifies the politi-
cal will of the U.S. to re-engage the West Asian
players with a view to preventing the region from

slipping into further anarchy.
By ,\V \A a
cil-

The Bush administration is willing to

itate not only a security dialogue between Israel
and the Palestinians but also parleys aimed at
addressing the differences between the two
sides. By definition, a security dialogue is aimed
at defusing the current tensions and scaling
down the terrorist and other forms of violence.
The terminology regarding the objective of nar-
rowing “‘differences’” should denote a more fun-
damental agenda of seeking a negotiated
settlement about the political future of the re-
gion, in particular questions regarding Palesti-
nian statehood and Israel's final status in a
predominantly Arab milieu. Closely linked to
such larger issues is the complication caused by
Israel’s latest air raid on Syrian positions in Le-
banon as a stated retribution for an attack on an
‘outpost’ of interest to the Jewish state by Hiz-
bollah, a radical outfit linked to Damascus. Also
ominous for peace are the Israeli assertion that
the rules of the game (of brinkmanship) in West
Asia are now changing and the Sharon adminis-
tration’s insistence that the Palestinian Author-
ity rather than any individual Muslim guerrilla
outfit was behind the mortar-attack that
prompted the Jewish military re<Occupation of a
strategic enclave in Gaza.
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By Kesava Menon

Israel _um__m out of reoccupied

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 18. While violent
confrontations between Israel and the Pal-
estinians continue, and although a special
spin is being given to a controversial Israeli
action taken on Monday night, there is for
the first time a sign that there are limits
beyond which Israel will not be permitted
to go. Following harsh criticism by the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, of its
decision to re-occupy a portion of Palesti-
nian territory, Israel pulled its troops out of
the enclave. This U.S. intervention, while
welcome, fails short of the level of involve-
ment that the Palestinians and the Arabs in
general expect from it,

On Monday night Israel had sent its
troops to occupy a slice of territory near the
town of Beit Hanoun in the Gaza Strip. This
area had been handed over to full Palesti-
nian control almost at the beginning of the
Oslo processes and its re- occupation sig-
nalled an escalation of Israel’'s measures
against the Palestinians. The troops were
sent in after Palestinian militants (Hamas
has claimed responsibility) fired mortar
shells that landed near the Israeli town of
Sederot. Aithough the shells did little dam-
age, Israel felt that it was justified in occu-
pying Palestinian land, in the process
levelling orchards and farmlands. They
hoped to sanitise this stretch of ground on
the Gaza Strip/Israel border so that mil-
itants could not launch attacks and they
also hoped to send a “deterrent”” signal to
the Palestinian Authority.

In a statement yesterday, Gen. Powell
was quoted as saying that the Israeli action
was excessive and disproportionate. While
Gen. Powell did try to “balance” his state-
ment by criticising the Palestinians for hav-
ing provoked and precipitated the crisis,
the condemnation of the Israeli action be-
came the more noteworthy element of his
message. Israel began pulling its troops out
of the enclave soon after this statement.
The pull-out was reported to have been
completed by this morning.

At the time the action was taken a senior
Israeli military officer was quoted as saying
that the occupation could go on for an in-
definite period of time. Israel's Foreign

~\

/\ ,
WEST ASIA / LIMIT SET FOR ISRAEL! ACTIONS

Palestinians on Wednesday inspect the ruins of their police station destroyed by
Israeli tanks and bulldozers after they rolled into the orange groves and fields
northeast of the Palestinian town of Beit Hanoun on Tuesday. — AP

Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, appeared on
CNN today to give a different spin to
events. According to him the officer had
been misquoted and the plan was actually
for a limited action to clear the area of mil-
itants. Holes can easily be picked in Mr.
Peres’ statement since it would have made
little sense for Israel to send in its army into
the tract if the only purpose was sanitise it
for a very limited period of time. In the
overall context, it was clear that Israel had
been stung by the U.S. criticism and was
making the best it could of the affair.

While Gen. Powell's statement was the
first sign of some even-handedness in the
approach of the new administration it is
clearly not enough. The sequence of events
shows that the U.S. administration under-
stands that there are limits beyond which it
cannot condone Israeli action and it also
shows that Israel will listen when Washing-
ton speaks. This will whet the appetite in
the Arab world for more American outspo-
kenness. What the Palestinians and the
Arabs in general would like to see is that
this is not a one-off and that the U.S. ad-

ministration will get more involved in the
Israel-Palestine conflict and that it ,.Ez do
so with a greater sense of impartiality.

U.N., U.S. worried

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, APRIL 18. The United Na-
tions Secretary-General, Mr. Kofl Annan,
has resumed telephonic contacts with
leaders in West Asia as the world body ex-
pressed concern over the escalating vio-
lence, first across the Blue Line between
Israel and Lebanon and then the Israeli at-
tacks on Gaza Strip.

Mr. Antian made his first round of calls to
West Asian leaders on Monday, with his
spokesman saying that the U.N. chief was
“deeply disturbed” by the mmnm_mcoJ of
military operations across the Blue Line.
“He is especially dismayed by the further
escalatory response by lsrael in the bomb-
ing early today of Syrian positions in Leba-
non,” the spokesman said late on Monday
night.

In the last two days, the U.N. has been

\al:
st

making the pgint that political negotiations
must be resurned without delay to prevent
the situation from getting worse or even
out of hand. The U.N. Special Coordinator
for the West Asia Peace Process has said
that security measures alone did not pro-
duce durable security. The emphasis at the
world body, especially as it pertained to ac-
tions along the Blue Line, is for the parties
to show maximum restraint.

But on Tuesday the focus by way of re-
sponge was on Washington where H.rm Bush
mma%mm:wz.c: stammed Israel for its over-
night! actions in Gaza. The Secretary of
State,' Gen. Colin Powell, who blamed the
Palestinians for provoking the latest 3.55
of violence, took a swipe at the Israeli re-
sponse by calling its air and sea mz.mnwm on
Gaza as “‘excessive and disproportionate.
The White House spokesman said the Pres-
ident, Mr. George W. Bush, concurred with
this assessment of his Secretary of State.

‘“We continue to strongly believe that the
resumption of bilateral security coopera-
tion is essential to reduce and eventually
end the violence. We are continuing to
work with the parties so that they can re-
sume as soon as possible the security dis-
cussions they began two weeks ago,” Gen.
Powell said.

But unlike the Clinton administration,
the Republican Government has not shown
any anxiety to get involved, other than gen-
eralised statements of the U.S. remaining
“‘prepared’” to assist the parties. During the
Clinton administration, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency played an active role in
bringing Israelis and Palestinians for talks
on security cooperation.

The Bush administration has long taken
the position that the West Asia peace proc-
ess cannot proceed on an American dead-
line or agenda; rather that it would have to
be sorted out by the parties in the region.
The White House spokesman, Mr. Ari
Fleischer, repeated this on Tuesday during
his briefing.

At the same time, analysts are saying it is
significant that Washington took a tough
line against Israel even while blaming the
Palestinians for the currentfound of vio-
lence.
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Israel re-takes land
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By {Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 17. When
Mr. Ariel Sharon, then Israel’s De-
fence Minister, ordered his army
into Lebanon over two decades
ago he said it was to restore secu-
rity. The lIsraeli military stayed
there for twenty-two years. Last
night, as the Prime Minister, Mr.
Sharon, sent his army to re-occu-
py areas handed over to Palesti-
nians a decade ago, his
spokesmen said it was an expe-
dient move to restore security.
Given Mr. Sharon's record, there
would be very few Palestinians if
any who would be assured that
last night's incursion into the Ga-
za Strip is a temporary measure.

Since the current phase of con-
frontation between lsrael and the
Palestinians began six months
ago the Israeli military has fired
heavy ordnance into the Palesti-
nian territories, sent in tanks and
bulidozers to demolish buildings
there and even sent in troops to
snatch Palestinians whom they
accuse of involvement in terrorist
activity. Last night's action is of a
different magnitude, however,
since the Israeli army has decided
to occupy terrain that was under
the full control of the Palestinian
Authority until the operation.
With its incursion, Israel has
sliced Gaza Strip into three sep-
arate bits and has also in the
process sealed off every exit from
the territories. These measures,
the Israel Government maintains,
will last till the Palestinian Au-
thority asserts itself and stops its

militants from firing mortars into
Israel. /
TN _ .

A grief-sricke relative of one of the victims of Israeli ttack in

from Palestinians

front of her home at Beit Hanoun, a village near the border with
Israel, before his funeral on Tuesday. — Reuters

The action taken last night fol-
lowed a mortar attack by ralesti-
nians into a part of Israel near the
town of Sederot. Quite a bit i, be-
ing made of the fact that some of
these mortar shells fell not very
far from the ranch that Mr. Sha-
ron runs in southern Israel. This
attack was a continuation of a
new pattern of action that the Pal-
estinians have adopted of late.
While they had been attacking
Jewish settlements in Gaza Strip
and the West Bank almost from
the beginning of the uprising they
have started firing at targets in Is-
rael proper over the past few days.
No deaths have been caused by
these mortar attacks and even the
damage to physical infrastructure
is understood to be minimal. But

e HINDU
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while Israeli officials do appear to
view these attacks as little more
than irritants they have decided
that it merits a severe response.

In the current phase, the Israe-
lis and the Palestinians appear to
be locked into a tangle from
which no one is able to extricate
them. Yesterday's escalation in vi-
olence occurred even as Jordan's
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abd 1llah al
Khatib, was in Israel trying to me-
diate a re-start of negotiations.

With tension also rising on Is-
rael's border with Lebanon and
the Israel-Syria equation at a dan-
gerous phase the warning that the
region is on the verge of an even
more dangerous situation ap-
pears more relevant than ever/
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA(BAHRAIN), APRIL. 16. In a dangerous es-
calation, Israeli war-planes struck a Syrian ra-
dar installation in Lebanon and killed two
Syrian soldiers in a raid conducted in the early
hours of this morning. Lebanon’s President,
Mr. Emil Lahoud, has warned that this inci-
dent could be the cause of a wider confronta-
tion and while an official Syrian response is
awaited there is no doubting the mood of an-
ger. Israel has said that the raid was intended
to send a message to Syria and Lebanon that
they must act decisively to curb the Hizbollah.

Six Israeli war-planes were said to have tak-
en part in the attack on the Syrian radar in-
stallation in the Dar al Baydar area of
Lebanon. The Lebanese government has an-
nounced that two Syrian soldiers were killed in

Thousands of Palstinians gathr on the fs

the raid. Syrian troops stationed in Lebanon
believed to number about 30,000 were put on
a state of high alert. Approval for the raid was
given by the Israeli Cabinet which met late
yesterday evening. This meeting was con-
vened to discuss the response that Israel
should take in respect of heightened tensions
on its borders with Lebanon and the contin-
uing confrontation in the Palestinian territo-
ries that has not abated despite the launch of
stuttering security talks.

The immediate provocation, or at least the
stated justification, for Israel’s action of last
night was the rocket attack on an Israeli tank
by Hizbollah fighters on Saturday. An Israeli
soldier was killed in this attack on the patrol in
the disputed Shebaa farms on the Israel-Leba-
non border. Hizbollah and the Lebanese gov-

at the 'a'I-Yanknobuk Pleslnlan rfugee

camp near Damascus on Monday to protest against the Israeli airstrikes on the
Syrian army in Lebanon. — AP

’ WEST ASIA / SHARON'S HARDLINE AGENDA? “\0{\‘/}0

~ Syrian radar station in Lebanon

hit

ernment claim that the Shebaa farms are their
territory and that their attacks on Israel will
continue so long as Israel does not vacate the
farms.

The U.N. has ruled that the Israeli with-
drawal from Lebanon is complete and the Sec-
retary-General's envoy warned the Lebanese
government after Saturday’s attack that such
incidents were in violation of the U.N. ruling.
{(Incidentally, the Shebaa farms area of the Is-
rael-Lebanon border comes under the super-
vision of the Indian contingent of the U.N.
Interim Force in Lebanon which however has
no mandate to insert itself between the con-
testants).

Saturday’s incident was a part of a pattern of
sporadic attacks carried out by Hizbollah. In
response to that attack, like the ones carried
out earlier, Israel had hit Hizbollah targets
with artillery shells and rockets from planes
and helicopter gunships. Israel had also re-
peated its warnings that they would not target
Hizbollah alone but would also strike against
Lebanese infrastructure and the Syrian mil-
itary if the Beirut and Damascus governments
did not curb Hizbollah. But over and above all
the raid was intended to send a more general
message.

Israeli analysts believe that the Hizbollah,
the Palestinians and the Arab world in general
have been suffering from a misconception
since Israel withdrew its troops from Lebanon
nearly 11 months ago. Hizbollah, which had
reason to be proud of its long resistance to
Israeli occupation, saw the Israeli withdrawal
as their victory. But from this they drew the
further conclusion that Israel had become a
paper tiger militarily speaking and that it was

|

therefore possible to indefinitely continue a |

confrontation with it.

In the course of their uprising, the Palesti-
nians too have been citing the example of the
Hizbollah. Taking into consideration these
trends, Israeli analysts and officials believe
that the Arab world in general has a miscon-
ception of Israel’s true strength and there have
been several voices in Israel calling for a dem-
onstration of this strength.

Comments to the BBC by Mr. Rannan Gis-
sin, senior advisor to Israel’s Prime Minister,
Mr. Ariel Sharon, suggest that the intention
was to reaffirm that Israel is the main military
force in the region and that they will not hes-
itate to use that clout. The megsdge, Mr. Gissin
said, was that Syria and Lebdnon should learn
“not to mess with us”.

i
I
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
i
i
I
i
|



AN

ntil the Intifada is
understood in the
West as a civilian
uprising against colo-
nial oppression, the Palestinians
have no chance of obtaining
equality and justice. During the
past several weeks, the Israeli
government has vigorously pur-
sued policies on two fronts, one
on the ground, the other abroad.

The first is vintage Sharon, or
for that matter, vintage Israeli
military. The idea is to hit
Palestinians in every way possi-
ble, making their lives unbear-
able and so confined and stran-
gulated as to make them feel
that they can no longer endure
remaining there.

The rationale for this, as the
Palestinian scholar Nur Masal-
ha has studied it in three impot-
tant books, is that Zionism has
always ‘wanted more land and
fewer Arabs; from Ben-Gurion
to Rabin, Begin, Shamir,
Netanyahu, Barak and now
Sharon, there is an unbroken
ideological continuity in which
the Palestinian people is seen as
an absence to be desired and

fought for.
This is so obvious and, at the
same time, so carefully

obscured from the international
(and even - regional) public’s
view as to require only some
additional remarks here. The
core idea is that if Jews have all
the rights to “the land of Israel,”
then any non-Jewish people
there are entitled to no rights at
all. It is as simple as that, and as
ideologically unanimous. No
Israeli leader or party has ever
considered the Palestinian peo-
ple as a nation or even as a
national minority (after the eth-
nic cleansing of 1948). Cultur-
ally, historically, humanly,
Zionism considers Palestinians
as lesser or inferior.

Even Shimon Peres, who
occasionally seems to speak a
humane language, cannot bring
himself ever to consider the
Palestinians as worthy of equal-
ity. Jews must remain a majori-
ty, own all the land, define the
laws for Jews and non-Jews
alike, guarantee immigration
and repatriation for Jews alone.
And, though all sorts of incon-
sistencies and contradictions
exist (e.g. why should there be
democracy, as it is called, for
one people and not for another
in a “democratic> state?), Israel
pursues its policies — ethno-
centric, exclusivist, intolerant
— regardless.

No other state on earth except
Israel could have maintained so
odiously discriminatory a poli-
cy against a native people only
on religious and ethnic grounds,
a policy that forbids native peo-
ple to own or keep land or to
exist free of military repression,
but for its amazing international
reputation as a liberal,
admirable and advanced coun-

try.

This brings me to the sec-
ond front of Israeli poli-
cy, which must be seen
therefore through a double lens.
Even as it besieges Palestinian
towns using mediaeval tech-
niques like ditches and total
military blockades, it can do so
with the aura of a besieged vic-
tim of dangerous, extermina-
tionist violence. Israeli soldiers
(called a “defence force’”) bomb
Palestinian homes with heli-
copter gunships, advanced mis-
siles, and tank barrages; Israecli
soldiers kill 400 civilians, cause
32,000 casualties, bring eco-
rnmic life down to a 50 per cent
foverty level and 45 per cent
uiemployment; Israeli bulldoz-
ers destroy 44,000 Palestinian
trees, demolish houses, create
fortifications that make move-
ment impossible; Israeli plan-

BY EDWARD SAID

\

ARIEL SHARON WITH GEORGE W. BUSH: “The US is Israel’s strongest supporter at $5 billion

a year, and the one thing that Israclis ha

the South African anti-apartheid movement did

ve long understood is the direct value of their pro-

paganda, which in no uncertain terms allows them to do anything at all, and still retain

an image of sevene justice and confident vight. As a people, we Palestinians bave to do what

— gain legitimacy in Europe and espe-

cially in the US, and consequently de-legitimise the apartheid regime’

ners build more settlements and
settlement roads — all this
while maintaining the image of
a poor, defenceless and terribly
threatened people. How? By a
concerted international, espe-
cially American, public rela-
tions campaign, as cynical as it
is effective.

A while back Sharon, Peres,
and Abraham Burg (Knesset
speaker) were in the United
States to consolidate the Israeli
image as righteously fighting
off terrorist violence. The three
of them circulated through one
influential public platform after
another, gaining support and
sympathy for Israel’s policies
every minute. In addition, the
media apnounced that the
Israeli government had hired
two public relations firms to

Even as it besieges
Palestinian towns
using mediaeval
techniques like ditches
and total military
blockades, it can do so
with the aura of a
besieged victim of
dangerous,
exterminationist
violence. Israeli
soldiers (called a
‘defence force’) bomb
Palestinian homes with
helicopter gunships,
advanced missiles, and
tank barrages; Israeli
soldiers kill 400
civilians, cause 12,000
casualties... Israeli
bulldozers demolish
houses, create
fortificationd... Israeli
planners build more
settlementsstrall this
while maintaining the
image of a poor,
defenceless and

people. How? By a
concerted
international,
especially American,
public relations
campaign

continue promoting its policies
through advertisements, con-
certed lobbying efforts, and
Washington congressional
liaisons.

News of the Palestinian Intifa-
da has gradually disappeared
from the media. After all, how
long can “violence,” which
seems to be directed neither at
long-standing injustice (such as
military occupation and collec-
tive punishment) nor at a partic-
ular policy (such as Israel’s
adamant refusal to regard Pales-
tinjan claims as having any
merit whatever), keep hold of
reporters whose every deviation
from an accepted pro-Israeli
editorial policy is punished?
It’s not only that reporters have
no great story to report (such as
a ready narrative of Palestinian
liberation), it is also that
Israel has never been firmly
indicted for years and years of
massive human rights abuses
against the entire Palestinian
population.

enator George Mitchell’s

commission of inquiry as

well as Mary Robinson’s
similar set of human rights
experts, comprising a distin-
guished group that includes
Professor Richard Falk of
Princeton, will doubtless come
to similar conclusions. I have
read the Robinson report and it
is unequivocally damning of
Israel’s cruelty and dispropor-
tionate military response to
what is in effect an anti-colonial
civilian uprising. But one can be
certain that few people will see
or be affected by these excellent
reports.

Israel’s  public  relations
machine, in the US especially,
will make certain of that. Such
propaganda campaigns in the
US are far more effective there
than they are in the UK, for
instance. Robert Fisk, the excel-
lent West Asia reporter for the
Independent, has complained of
attacks on him and his paper by
the British-Israeli lobby, but he
continues to write fearlessly.
And when the Canadian media
tycoon, Conrad Black, tried to

»  +Stop or censor criticism of Israel

tertibifth%éﬂéd‘ ¥

in the Daily Telegraph or The
Spectator, both of which he
owns, a chorus of his own writ-
ers and others, like Ian Gilmour,
were able to respond to him in
his own papers.

This could not happen in the
US, where leading newspapers
and journalists for the most part

simply do not permit pro-Pales-
tinian editorial comment at all.
The New York Times has only
had two or three columns like
that, as against dozens of “neu-
tral” or pro-Israel commen-
taries. A similar pattern obtains
in every major US newspaper.
Thus, the average reader is
inundated with dozens upon
dozens of articles about “vio-
lence,” as if that violence was
somehow equal to, or worse
than, Israel’s attacks with heli-
copters, tanks and missiles.

If it is sadly true that one
Israeli death appears to be
worth many Palestinian deaths
on the ground, then it is also
true that for all their actual suf-
fering and daily humiliation,
Palestinians in the media seem
scarcely more human than the

Until the Palestinian
struggle resolutely
focuses on the battle to
represent itself as a
narrative surviving
valiantly against Israeli
colonialism, we have
no chance at all of
gaining our rights as a
people. Every stone
cast symbolically in
support of equality
and justice must
therefore be
interpreted as such,
and not
misrepresented as
either violence or a
blind rejection of
peace. Palestinian
information must
change the framework,
must take
responsibility for it
and must do so
immediately. There has
to be a unified
collective goal. In a
globalised world, in
which politics and
information are
virtually equivalent,
Palestinians can no
longer afford to shirk
this task

Pale stine and the war of information

cockroaches and terrorists to
which they have been com-
pared.

The simple fact of the matter
is that the Palestinian Intifada is
unprotected and ineffective so
fong as it does not appear tobe a
struggle for liberation in the
West.

The US is Israel’s strongest
supporter at $5 billion a year,
and the one thing that Israelis
have long understood is the
direct value of their propagan-
da, which in no uncertain terms
allows them to do anything at
all, and still retain an image of
serene justice and confident

" right. As a people, we Palestini-

ans have to do what the South
African anti-apartheid move-
ment did — gain legitimacy in
Europe and especially in the
US, and consequently de-legit-
imise the apartheid regime. The
whole principle of Israeli colo-
nialism must be similarly dis-
credited in order for any
progress in Palestinian self-
determination to be made.

his task can no longer be

postponed. During the

1982 siege of Beirut by
Sharon's armies, a substantial
group of Palestinian business-
men and intellectuals met in
London. The idea was to help
alleviate Palestinian suffering,
and also to set up an informa-
tion campaign in the US: Pales-
tinian resistance on the ground
and the Palestinian image were
seen as two equal fronts. But
over time, the second effort was
totally abandoned, for reasons |
still cannot completely under-
stand. You don’t have to be
Aristotle to connect the propa-
ganda framework turning Pales-
tinians into ugly, fanatical ter-
rorists with the ease with which
Israel, performing horrendous
crimes of war on a daily basis,
managed to maintain itself as a
plucky little state fighting off
extermination, and maintaining
unconditional US support paid
in full by an uncomprehending
American taxpayer.

This is an intolerable situation,
and until the Palestinian strug-
gle resolutely focuses on the
battle to represent itself as a nar-
rative  surviving  valiantly
against Israeli colonialism, we
have no chance at all of gaining
our rights as a people. Every
stone cast symbolically in sup-
port of equality and justice must
therefore be interpreted as such,
and not misrepresented as either
violence or a blind rejection of
peace. Palestinian information
must change the framework,
must take responsibility for it
and must do so immediately.
There has to be a unified collec-
tive goal.

In a globalised world, in
which politics and information
are virtually equivalent, Pales-
tinians can no longer afford to
shirk a task which, alas, the
leadership is simply incapable
of comprehending. It must be
done if the loss of life and prop-
erty is to be stopped, and if lib-
eration, not unending servitude
to Israel, is the real goal.

The irony is that truth and jus-
tice are on the Palestinian side,
but until Palestinians them-
selves make that readily appar-
ent — to the world in general, to
themselves, to Israelis and
Americans in particular — nei-
ther truth nor justice can pre-
vail. For a people that has
already endured a century’s
injustice, surely a proper poli-
tics of information is quite pos-
sible. What is needed is a re-
directed and re-focused will to
victory over military occupation
and ethnically and religiously
based dispossession.

By arrangement with Dawn : ’;,
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 Tsrael retaliates
in Lebanon, Gaza

JERUSALEM, APRIL 15. Jsrael used
planes, tanks and artillery to ham-
mer home a message of military
might after Lebanese guerillas
killed an Israeli soldier and Pal-
estinians kept up a defiant cam-
paign of pinprick attacks.

But two small pipebombs that
exploded yesterday on a quiet res-
idential street in the heart of Is-
rael, wounding one man, exposed
the soft underbelly of vulnerabil-
ity that has always rested beneath
the Jewish state’s hard shell of se-
curity.

The killing of the soldier, by a
Hizbollah anti-tank missile fired
at an army post on the Lebanese
border, challenged Israel on a
second front as it continues to
battle a nearly seven-month-old
Palestinian uprising for inde-
pendence.

Israeli warplanes swiftly swung
into action over South Lebanon,
bombing two Hizbollah targets,
after Israeli artillery pounded the
area. There were no immediate
reports of casualties.

The Iranian- and Syrian-backed
Hizbollah regards the territory it
attacked, Shebaa farms, as still
under Israeli occupation despite
Israel's U.N.-recognised troop
withdrawal from Lebanon last
May.

The Foreign Minister, Mr. Shi-
mon Peres, ‘“‘sent strong messag-
es”, appealing to the U.S., the
U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi

Annan, and France "!6‘ intervene
before things escalate and there is
serious flareup” in Lebanon, a
spokesman said.

Israeli officials repeated their
demand that Lebanese govern-
ment forces deploy along the bor-
der and called on Syria, the main
powerbroker in Lebanon, to rein

in Hizbollah. {
“Israel will not tolégat¢ contin-

ued attacks,” said NIr] Raanan
Gissin, spokesman for the Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon.
Flexing its military muscle, Is-
rael sent two bulldozers — backed
up by three tanks — 100 metres

into Palestinian-controlled terri- |

tory in Gaza to demolish build-
ings which the army said gunmen
used as cover to attack its sol-
diers.

The operation in the Rafah ref-
ugee camp in the southern Gaza
strip was the second incursion in
less than a week into an area Is-
rael handed over to full Palesti-
nian control under interim peace
deals.

Heavy fighting ensued and the
director of the local hospital said

at least 35 Palestinians were |

wounded, including a 16-year-old
youth whose leg was blown off by
a tank shell. No Israeli casualties
were reported.

A headquarters of the Palesti-
nian military intelligence
houses were destroyed,
said. — Reuters

WHE HINDU
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TRAGEDY on a huge scale is be-

ing played out in West Asia.

Scores of innocent civilians are

being killed, many more are be-
ing maimed and everyone is getting
bruised mentally and psychologically.
The violence of the past seven months
almost certainly has already dealt a mor-
tal blow to the peace process. It is some-
what like a Greek tragedy, in the sense
that the risks and dangers in the contin-
uation of the present situation are under-
stood and recognised by everyone, but no
one is willing and/ or able to prevent the
catastrophe. But it is very different in cru-
cial aspects: real people, not just charac-
ters in a play, are getting killed and the
dimensions of the tragedy are vast. With
passions rising almost by the day and
public opinion in Arab countries, espe-
cially in Jordan and Iraq, intensifying, the
risk of a wider conflagration breaking out
cannot be discounted altogether, espe-
cially given the fact that the majority pop-
ulation of Jordan is Palestinian.

Since the violence broke out in late
September last year, nearly 500 people
have lost their lives, more than 400 Pal-
estinians and about 70 Israelis. These fig-
ures are indicative of the discrepancy in
the relative strength of the two sides.
However, according to Israeli standards,
the number of Israeli casuaities is stag-
geringly high. Israel’s society will not ac-
cept this rate of casualty and will demand
either a return to the negotiating table or
a more ruthless response. So far, the pre-
ferred option is the latter. By the same
token, on the Palestinian side, those re-
sponsible for inflicting the losses on the
Israelis seem to be getting more embold-
ened by their ‘successes’ and more deter-
mined to persevere with their terror
tactics, in the gravely mistaken conviction
that they would eventually succeed in
compelling Israel to pull out altogether
from the occupied Palestinian territory.
somewhat along the lines of what the Hiz-
bullah were able to achieve in south Le-
banon. The fact that there were 10
terrorist attacks within the Green Line
during the past one month, compared to
nine during the previous six months, sug-
gests that the Palestinian groups involved
in these events are getting better orga-
nised and perhaps better equipped. They
also do not seem to experience any diffi-

. ﬂ/’( CO

ntlict continues

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

In West Asia, the efforts of Israel, the Palestinian
Authority and the U.S. should be concentrated
on ending the bloodshed and the economic
strangulation of the Palestinian people.

culty in attracting volunteers to their
cause.

Will or can this extremely vicious circle
of violence be broken? It depends primar-
ily on the parties themselves to try and
bring the situation under some control
but external players, especially the Unit-
ed States can play a role. As far as the
parties are concerned, the situation is
more clear on the Israeli side than on the
Palestinian side, but on neither side is it
fully clear as to who is in control. It is
obvious that the Israeli Defence Forces
(IDF) which have caused most of the ca-
sualties on the Palestinian side are an
agency of the Government and, as such,
clearly under the control of the Govern-
ment. The groups of extremist settler
groups, on the other hand, which often
take the law in their own hands, are not
fully within the control of the Govern-
ment. On the Palestinian side, the bulk of
those engaging in the suicide missions
are not members of the Palestinian Au-
thority’s security agencies, but belong to
the Hamas and Islamic Jihad religious
groups. Of late, however, the Palestinian
Authority President, Mr. Yasser Arafat’s
Fatah group has publically spoken of re-
venge and the type of firepower used on
more and more occasions is suggestive of
the anticipated increasing radicalisation
of at least some agencies of the Palesti-
nian Authority. It is doubtful if Mr. Arafat
is in a position to effectively order an end
to all violence, even if he wished to. As for
Israel, the Government has much more
control over the situation, although it too
cannot maintain surveillance on every
single settler. Individual acts of terrorism
obviously cannot be eliminated altogeth-
er; what both sides need to do is to exer-
cise a much tighter grip on their
respective security forces.

Surprisingly, the demands of each side
on the other to restore conditions of at
least relative calm and peace are moder-
ate and reasonable. End the economic
strangulation, demand the Palestinians.
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End the violence or terror, demand the
Israelis as a precondition. The economic
blockade, the collective punishment of
the Palestinian population by Israel for
the past seven months, in fact for the past
several years, has truly wreaked havoc
with the lives of ordinary Palestinian peo-
ple. Unemployment is running at more
than 60 per cent and is in fact providing
fertile ground for recruiting suicide bom-
bers against whom the closures are in-
tended. The P.A. has been deprived of
hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue
which Israel is expected to pass on to it
under the Oslo arrangements. There are
serious concerns that the P.A. might dis-
integrate in case the financial crunch
continues for a few months more. It is in
response to this crisis that the Arab Sum-
mit recently decided to make available to
the P.A. $ 40 million a month for the next
six months. Prolonging the closures will
only strengthen the extremist forces and
further radicalise Palestinian society.
Israel’s need for security, not so much
against an external enemy but against
acts of terrorism, is understandable. The
population in Israel has been traumatised
by the suicide bombers. Ordinary citizens
are living in constant dread of explosions.
They have no idea from where and in
what form the next bomb attack would
come. Parents are continuously worrying
about the safety of their children. At least
some of the potential sites for possible
terrorist attacks are the result of Israel’s
own policies, such as the establishment
of isolated settlements or settlements in
the heart of Palestinian territory, like the
one at Netzarim in the Gaza Strip. This is
not to justify attacks against innocent ci-
vilians, but merely to point out that Israel
established those settlements for politi-
cal, military and bargaining purposes.
Neither side can afford to be perceived
by its respective constituency as giving in
to the other’s precondition. The obvious
answer is to simultaneously move on
both. This is where the international
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community comes in. In the West Asian
context. ‘international community’ s
merely another term for the U.S. 1t is not
as if the U.S. can do the trick at its will.
But it is the only player which is still in o
position to be of help to the parties. The
Bush Administration’s reluctance to keep
aloof is understandable, though its public
tough stance against the Palestinians is
less so except in domestic political terms.
The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sha-
ron’s plea to the U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, not to invite Mr. Arafat to
Washington will hopefully not be heeded
by the latter for long. The Egyptian Presi-
dent, Mr. [Hosni Mubarak's and Jordan's
king Abdullah’s separate visits to Wash-
ington in April should prepare the ground
for an appropriate invitation to Mr. Arafat
in due course. Itis not beyond the bounds
of American diplomacy's creative talent
to device a compromise, face-saving for-
mula which can break the present dead-
lock. The Israel- Palestinian conflict is too
crucial an issue for the U.S. to adopt a
hands- off policy for long, even though
the first and the only priority of the Ad-
ministration for the time being in West
Asia seems to be to complete the unfin-
ished business of Bush Sr.

In the present, highly charged atmo-
sphere, no one is even thinking of finding
solutions to the final status issues to
which Mr. Bill Clinton devoted so much
time and energy right until almost his last
day in office. Even if his motivation was to
leave an important legacy for his admin-
istration in history — nothing wrong in
that — he did manage to get the two sides
to discuss hitherto taboo subjects such as
Jerusalem and refugees. Whatever stand
the present Government might take on
the parameters reached at the Taba talks
in January this year, the progress
achieved there cannot be wished away by
either side. The political scene in Israel
can and will in all probability change in a
few months or a vear even though the
coalition clobbered together by Mr. Sha-
ron appears to be stable. Israeli leaders
must eschew loose, irresponsible talk of
reentering and reoccuping the occupied
territories. For the present, the etforts of
Israel, the P.A. and the U.S. should be
concentrated on ending the bloodshed
and the economic strangulation of the
Palestinian people.



“End W. W. Asia violence;

PARIS, APRIL 12. Ihe United States
and Russia today urged Israelis
and Palestinians to end their vio-
lence and take reciprocal steps to
restore calm. “The U.S. and
Russia are deeply concerned by
the continued violence in the
West Asia and the growing ten-
sions between Israelis and Pales-
tinians,” they said in a joint
statement.

[t was issued after the talks in
Paris between the 1., Secretary
of State, Mr. Colin Powell and the
Russian TForeign Minister, Mr.
igor fvanov.

At least 375 Palestinians, 13 Is-
raeli Arabs and 71 other Israelis
have been killed in nearly seven
months of violence that erupted
after peace talks hit deadlock. “In
order to avoid a further deteriora-
tion, Russia and the U.S. call on

both ildi' Po ta’k parallel andﬂzra—

ciprocal steps to reduce the vio-
lence, calm the situation and
create an environment in which
both sides can find a way for-
ward,” the statement said.

[t welcomed a resumption of
talks on security cooperation in
the region and called upon both
sides to find ways to promote po-
litical dialogue. Russia and the
U.S. continue to support the goal
of a comprehensive peace in the
region through direct negotiation
by the parties, and stand ready to
assist their efforts to make pro-
gress on all tracks,” the statement
said.

Sharon rejects proposal
The Israeh Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, has rejected a Pal-
estinian proposal aimed at ending
the ongoing violence and restart-

S., Russia

ing peace talks, Israel radio re-

ported today. The proposal was

made by the Palestinian Legisla-

tive Council Speaker, My. Ahmed

Qrei {Abu Ala).

Meanwhile, Palestinians today
fired four anti-tank grenadcs at
Israeli settlements in the Gaza
Strip, but caused no injuries. Yes-

terday night, several settlements

in the Gaza Strip came under
mortar fire.

The Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials began a top-level security
meeting, officials said, following a
sharp escalation in the violence.

A Palestinian security source |

said yesterday that the meeting (

started at the residence of the U.S.
Ambassador to Israel, Mr. Martyn
Indyk near Tel Aviv. — Reute
DPA, AFP




‘West Asia Talks end without result

By MARK LAVIE M -

Tel Aviv, April 12: US-hosted
cease-fire talks between Israelis
and Palestinians ended without
result on Thursday, and Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon warned he
would send troops into Palestinian
" areas again if attacks on Israelis
persist. ‘

In new violence, a Palestiti
farmer was killed and three israe
soldiers wounded in shootings i
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
The meeting between Israeli and
Palestinian securty officials came
a day after Israeli tanks and bull-
dozers razed a neighbourhood in
the Palestinian refugee camp of
Khan Yunis in a Palestinian-con-
trolled area of the Gaza Strip.

Two Palestinians were Kkilled,
two dozen wounded and hundreds
left homeless in the assault. which
Isracl says came in respofise to -
persistent  Palestinian  mortar
attacks on Jewish settlements. In
an interview with the Maariv
Daily published on Thursday, Mr
Sharon said there were no plans to
reoccupy areas from which Israeli

Sonnow STRUCK: A Palwuman chlld sits outside her house, which was destroyed by the Israeli Army, on
the edge of Khan Younis refugee camp in the southern Gaza Strip on Wednesday The Israeli Army used
bulldozers to remove sand embankments and demolish homes. (Reuters)

troops withdrew several years ago,
as part of interim peace deals.
However, he said would again
order troops into Palestinian-con-
trolled territory, also known as
area a, if attacks on Israelis persist.

“All those who carry out terror
attacks, those who act as accom-
plices and those who support them
need to know they will.not be able
to live in peace, even if they live in
area A,” Mr Sharon said. The
Prime Minister said Israeli troops
operate in Palestinian areas almost
daily, but did not specity whether
he was referring to undercover
raids. Wednesday’s assault on the
Khan Yunis camp marked the first
major ground assault on Palestin-
ian territory since fighting broke
out in the fall. (AP)

Jerusalem, April 12: Scattered violence involving
both Israelis and Palestinians swept the Gaza Strip
and other areas on Thursday after both sides’ security
chiefs failed to agree on ways to halt their fighting at
a US-hosted meeting.
In a sign of growing mtemanonal concern, Jordan’s
foreign minister Abdulilah al-Khatib headed into talks
_with Palestinian lecader Yasser Arafat and the United
States and Russia issued-g joint statement calling for
-an end o the violence. Palestinian officials said Israeli

when they opened fire on the pair near the Israeli mil-
itary junction of Kissufim in the southern Gaza Strip.

The Israeli Army reported mortar bomb, shooting

- and anti-tank grenade attacks on Jewish settlements

troops- killed one Palestinian and wounded another -

Fresh violence sweeps Gaza

By BRIAN WILLIAMS

and Army posts, also in Gaza, and two soldiers
wounded by gunfire in southern Gaza near the Israel-
Egypt border.

Witnesses said Israeli troops shot and wounded a
Palestinian during a clash with stone-throwers in the
southern Gaza Strip.

In violence elsewhere, an Israeli soldier was serious-
ly wounded by automatic gunfire along a road near
the Palestinian West Bank village of Beit Jala. Israeli
fire wounded five Palestinians in Hebron in the West
Bank on Wednesday night.

Palestinian security officials said isracli forces
briefly entered Beit Jala before withdrawing. But the
Israeli Army said it had fired a tank shell in response
to Palestinian gunfire on one of its positions.

Witnesses said several-homgswere damaged during
the violence. ( Reuffrs)/“/
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Israel retaliates to Pal
. >y \

/

Gaza City, April 10: Israel on
Tuesday rocketed Palestinian secu-
rity targets in the Gaza Strip,
killing a policeman and injuring 20
people, after Palestinians fired two

mortar shells at a Jewish settlement

in the Gaza Strip.

It was the first daytime attack by
Israel in months. Israel’s air strikes
usually come at night, when Pales-
tinian buildings being targeted are
empty. )

Brig. Gen. Abel Raze Majaida
said the Israeli rocketing was a
“declaration of war.” Israeli Prime
Minister Aril Sharon said he was
implementing a detailed plan
aimed at restdring a sense of secu-
rity to the [sraeli people.

US asked to
continue
peace support

Washington, April 10: Jordan’s
King Abdullah said on Monday he
sensed Washington was concerned
about “being burnt” in the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, but
warned that the international com-
munity needed to remain engaged
to defuse escalating violence in the
region.

Mr Abdullah, who meets US
President George W. Bush on
Tuesday, told that Israel and the
Palestinians had made a step in the
right direction toward halting the
violence by meeting for security
talks last week. Meanwhile Israeli
foreign minister Shimon Peres
arrived in Turkey on Tuesday for
talks expected to focus on efforts
to restore the peace process in the
West Asia.

Turkey has close ties with both
Israel and the Palestinian adminis-
tration. (/Reuters )
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Israeli foreign minister Shaman
Peers said that despite the flare-up,
cease-fire talks would resume on
Tuesday. However, Mr Tay Abel
Rah, an aide to Palestinian leader
Gasser Aright. said no decision has
been made to attend
such a meeting.
Tuesday's
exchange  began
when two mortar
shells hit the Jewish
settlement of Katie in the Gaza
Strip, causing no injuries.

In response. lIsrael rocketed a
naval installation in Gaza City and
a military intelligence building in
the town of Dear el-Balah. Pales-
tinians said Israel fired surface-to-

COUNTER ATTACK: A Palestinian policeman inspects the damage after

WAR FOR

PALESTINE

\*
surface missiles and € kA\ghells
The Army would not jay what
weapons it used. Two missiles hit
the naval police headquarters in the
Sudaniyeh neighbourhood in Gaza
City, killing 1st Lt. Wael Quoweit-
: er, a 30-year-old
physician who had
served in the naval
police for the past
three years, Pales-
tinian officials
said. The missiles destroyed the
front wall of the one-story build-
ing. and torched two police jeeps
parked ncarby. In Deir el-Balah,
tank shells damaged a building of
Palestinian military intelligence,
collapsing some walls. “We were

stinian'

i
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sitting in our office when @ aw
two rockets coming from the east.”
said an Army official Nasser
Hamid. “*Our officers got out threw
elevators and some jumped from
the windows. Sharon aide
Raanan Gissin said palestinians
have fired 50 mortar shells at
Israeli communities in recent days.

Israel holds Palestinian security
forces responsible for the mortar
fire because they are not stopping
the attacks, which are often carried
out from Palestinian police com-
pounds. the official said.

“They (security officials) them-
selves become targets. Nobody has
immunity,”” the Army official
added. (AP)

5 &
an Israeli attack on a naval head-

quarters building on the coastal road leading to the Erez border crossing in the northern Gaza Strip on
Tuesday. Israel launched missile strikes in the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Reuters)

e, 1 killed

US says it will
help resume
dialogue

By ELalNE MONAGHAN

Wagshington, April 10: The US
state department said on Mon-
day it would help Israeli and
Palestinian leaders to resume
security talks after the two sides
failed to meet as expected earlier
in the day.

“We’d say both parties were
positive in their assessment of
last week’s meeting,” state
department spokesman Richard
Boucher said of the last round of
security talks last week.

He said he was basing his
assessment on secretary of state
Colin Powell’s telephone calls on
Sunday with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon and Palestin-
ian President Yasser Arafat.

Jordan’s King Abdullah, due

to meet United States President
George W, Bush at the White
House on Tuesday, had no com-
ment on the cancellation of
Monday’s meeting, but cited
reports that last week’s meeting
was “very successful.”

Mr Boucher said Israel and the
Palestinians had agreed in prin-
ciple to continuing the security
discussions and the United
States would also work with
both parties to ensure that hap-
pened.

Mr Boucher spoke to the
reporters after Israeli diplomat-
ic sources said the talks, aimed
at easing violence that began last
September and has Killed
jeast 370 Palestinians, 71 Israelis
and 13 Israeli Arabs, had betn

cancelled. (AP) A
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Arafat briefs Powell
» 0@ on violence,
-4 peace efforts

GAZE CITY, APRIL 9. The Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, has spoken with the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, over phone,
the Palestinian Wafa agency said.

“President Arafat and the American Secre-
tary of State spoke mainly about the military
escalation and Israeli aggressions against Pal-
estinian civilians and efforts undertaken by the
international community to save the peace
process,” said Mr. Arafat's advisor Mr. Nabil
Abu Rudeina, according to the agency.

The Palestinians officially asked the U.S. last
week to again take up its role as a leader and
mediator in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
to abandon its current policy of “uncondition-
al support” for the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ariel Sharon. ‘

Israel shells Fatah office

The Israeli army fired shells at an office of
Mr. Arafat's Fatah movement in the northern
Gaza strip, wounding four civilians, according
to witnesses and security sources.

Two shells, fired from Israeli territory yes-
terday, targeted a Fatah office and police sta-
tion in Beit Lahia, a town near the green line
separating Israel from the occupied territories,
the sources said.

I'wo other shells fell in the area but did not
explode. The incident came just after four
mortar shells were fired into southern Israel
by Palestinians from the southern Gaza strip.

A military spokesman said the Palestinian
shells did not cause any casualties. — AFP

A Palestinian woman sits amidst
the ruins of her house in Beit
Lahia in Gaza Strip on Monday,
a day after the house was

bombarded by Israeli
missiles. — Reut:
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GENEVA, A 7. The main U.N.
human rights forum overwhelm-
ingly reaffirmed the Palestinian
people’s right to self-determina-
tion and statehood, calling it a ba-
sic condition for achieving a
lasting West Asia peace.

The United States and Guate-
mala voted against the resolution,
put forward by Arab and Islamic
states at the U.N. Commission on
Human Rights. The other four
permanent  Security  Council
members -— Britain, China,
France and Russia — voted in fa-
vour, while Canada abstained.

Under the resolution, the com-
mission on Friday upheld the “in-
alienable, permanent and
unqualified right of the Palesti-
nian people to self-determina-
tion, including their right to
establish their sovereign and in-
dependent Palestinian state’”.

The resolution was submitted
by Arab and Islamic powers — in-
cluding Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Ara-
bia and Syria — to the 53-member

upholds Palestinian

state forum, now mid-way
through its annual six-week ses-
sion. “The vote was 48 in Favour,
two against, two abstentions and
one delegation was absent. The
resolution is therefore adopted,”
the commission chairman, Mr.
Leandro Despouy, Argentina’'s
ambassador, announced after the
public roll- call vote.

The U.S. envoy Ms. Shirin Ta-
hir-Kheli and the Israeli ambassa-
dor, Mr. Yaakov Levy both took
the floor at the Geneva forum to
condemn the resolution as pre-
empting the outcome of negotia-
tions and undermining peace ef-
forts. Israel, present at the forum
only as an observer state, was not
given a vote but was allowed to
speak. — Reuters

Exchange of fire
AP reports from Jerusalem:
Israeli troops and Palestinian
gunmen exchanged fire in the
West Bank and Gaza strip early
today as Israel prepared for the
week-long passover holiday amid

An Israeli army jeep hits the wreckage of a car used by Palestinians as a barricade during

ight to statehood

new warnings b Iﬂmic militants
to set off bombs.

In the West Bank, the Palesti-
nian police arrested a suspected
informer who allegedly helped
lure two Palestinian gunmen to
an area under Israeli control
where they were seized by Israeli
forces. The army said the two
men arrested by troops belonged
to Tanzim, the armed wing of the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement.

In the Gaza strip, three Palesti-
nian policemen were wounded
overnight in a heavy gunbattle
with Israeli troops near the Jewish
settlement of Netzarim. One of
the officers was in critical condi-
tion with a shot to the head.

In the confrontation, Israeli
tanks and naval patrol boats fired
heavy machineguns at a position
of Force 17, a Palestinian security
service, near Netzarim. A bulldoz-
er later razed the position and two
abandoned warehouses, the army
said.

clashes on the outskirts of the West Rank town of Ramailah on Friday. — AP
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Turkey set to unveil-

economic reforms,,

By Batuk Gathani \/\9 A

BRUSSELS, APRIL 7. Turkey’s eco-
nomic and fiscal nightmare may
be coming to end as the Minister

of Economic Affairs, Mr. Kemal -

Dervis, hopes to announce next
week “good news’’ to resolve the
country’s financial crisis.

This year, the Turkish stock
market lost more than half its val-
ue. The currency lost 44 per cent
against the U.S. dollar since it was
floated on February 22. Business
confidence is at its-lowest ebb.
Recently, when a trader threw his
empty cash register at the Prime
Minister, Mr. Bulent Ecevit, to
show that he had no takings, the
inci the depressed

~Dervis’s optimism is fuelled
y prospects of the government
reaching a deal with the IMF and
the World Bank over a proposed
reform programme. Mr. Dervis
returned empty-handed last week
from an abortive fund raising
mission to Washington, Betlin
and Paris. Commentators say the
root cause of the current malaise
could be attributed to the widen-
ing chasm of divide and person-
ality clash between the President
and the Prime Minister. This has
plunged Turkey into severe eco-
nomic crisis with immediate loss
of less than half a million jobs.

Mr. Dervis is working on eco-
nomic reforms to boost domestic
and international confidence in
the economy and to ensure that
the beleaguered and battered fi-
nancial institutions are working.
The reforms will focus on the in-
efficient and weak banking sys-
tem and profligate public sector.
The ailing public sector banks
would be reorganized along com-
mercial lines. The burden of taxes
cannot be raised further as it is
politically not acceptable and ec-
onomically not viable. Instead,
the government will embark on
“-jvatisation with new vigour and

“cation to ensure that the
* sector’s share in national

onomy is drastically reduc
Investors could be provided wit
new incentives to create m
jobs.

Turkey has a high unemploy-
ment rate and an equally large
number of workers are underem-
ployed. Over four million workers
have in recent years migrated to
European countries and the gov-
ernment’s dependence on their
remittances has been increasing.

In February, the Governor of
the Bank of Turkey, Mr. Gazi Er-
cel, resigned in a pique and most
Turks then felt the wrong man
stepped down. There is also grow-
ing disenchantment with the
leadership of the 76-year-old Mr.
Ecevit, who has consistently
blamed “‘ministers and officials™
for the crisis. In February, the
President and the Prime Minister
met for the first time since Mr.
Ecevit stormed out of a meeting of
the national security council after
being accused of tolerating cor-
ruption and adopting a “casual”
attitude to the economic reform
process. :

As politicians dither, the econo-
my is in free fall. Foreign tourists
are heading for Turkey to benefit
from the devalued currency. The
country may attract some 12 mil-
lion tourists this year or almost 20
per cent more than last year when
it earned nearly $ 10 billion in
tourist revenue.

The military is yet to respond to
the present crisis. The military,
which has staged three military
coups in post-war years, regards
itself the sole custodian of the
Turkey's constitution and strong
legacy of ‘kamalist’ secular heri-
tage.

The army has often suspected
the President, Mr. Sezer, of hob-
nobbing with religious funda-
mentalists since he opposed the
recent military-inspired decree to
sack thousands of Islamic funda-
mentalist civil servants and invit-
ing pro-Islamic journalists at the
republic day reception.

- Sy
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Israel VOWS relentless attacks

Washington, April 7 N \

ISRAEL WILL retaliate “relent-
lessly” from now on and Pales-
tinian security installations will
be considered targets as long as
security forces fail to prevent
attacks on Israelis, a top aide to
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon,
Raanan Gissin, said today.

The Israeli rocket attack, the
second this week, came hours
after a top member of the mili-
tant Islamic Jihad group died in
a West Bank explosion blamed on
Israel. Earlier this week, another
Islamic Jihad activist was killed
in a helicopter gunship attack.

Sharon said Israel will con-
duct a constant struggle against
terrorism. “Sometimes we will
announce what we did, some-
times we will not announce what
we did,” he said.

Internal Security Minister Uzi
Landau said Israeli forces should
hit Palestinian targets “every
day, hour after hour....The price
we will extract from the Palestin-
ian Authority will become intol-
erable”.

The latest air strike began
around 12:30 a.m. yesterday
when Israeli helicopters fired
several rockets at two police sta-
tions in Beit Lahlya a

of the fa ad of a two-storeyed
building {n alresidential neigh-
borhood. i i
cleared out when they heard the
gunships approaching, but two
bystanders were hit by shrapnel.

The attack also damaged a
power station, leaving thousands
of homes in Beit Lahiya, the
nearby town of Beit Hanoun and
the Jebaliya refugee eamp with-
out electricity.

At daybreak, Palestinians
fired four mortar rounds at the
isolated Israeli settlement of Net-
zarim, south of Gaza City, said
settler Shlomo Kustiner. Israeli
tanks fired shells toward the
place where the mortars were
fired, he said. The military
spokesman was checking.

Just hours earlier, 30-year-old
Islamic Jihad activist Iyad
Hardan was Kkilled in the West
Bank town of Jenin when a pub-
lic phone he used regularly
exploded. The phone was located
outside the town’s jail, where
Hardan was held off-and-on.

Palestinians charged that
Israel was responsible, adding
Hardan to a list of more than a
dozen militants targeted and
killed by Israeli forces in the cur-
rent round of unrest. Israel has
acknowledged some of the
killings and has not commented
on others.

After Friday prayers, some
Palestinians threw rocks at
Israeli police stationed outside
the compound, police said. Islam-

majority.

demanding self-rule.

UN FOR PALESTINIAN SELF-RULE

THE UN Human Rights Committee today adopted a resolution
affirming the Palestinians’ right to self-rule by an overwhelming

The UN body passed a similar resolution on western Sahara.

A total of 48 countries in the 53- member committee voted in
favour of the Palestinians’ “inalienable right” to self-determina-
tion, with only the USA and Guatemala opposing.

The commission adopted the western Saharan resolution, urg-
ing Morocco and the pro-independence Polisario Front to work
with the UN to find a lasting solution to the country’s 25- year con-
flict. The human rlghts body also passed a resolution condemnij
the use of mercenaries in governments’ efforts against

AFP, &eneva
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ic officials pushed the rock-
throwers back. One policeman
was. lightly injured, the police
statement said.

On Thursday, Sharon directed
his security agencies to make
arrangements for Jews to visit
the site again. A statement from
his office said that “adherents of
all religions should be allowed to
go up to the Temple Mount.”

Islamic Jihad leader Abdullah
Shami pledged revenge. “The
enemy understands only the lan-
guage of killing,” he said in Gaza

The latest flare-up made it
unlikely that Israel and the
Palestinians would try to hold
more talks soon on resuming
security coordination.

A US-hosted meeting of Israeli
and Palestinian security officials
ended inconclusively on Wednes-
day. rafat spokesman Nabil Abur-
deneh said it was not likely Israel
would request another meeting,
and unlikely the Palestinians
would agree.

A Sharon spokesman said the
process appeared to be dead.

The security chiefs’ meeting
in Athens between Israeli For-
gn Minister Shimon Peres and
Palestinian Cabinet ministers
Nabil Shaath and Saeb Erekat
had been seen as a tentative step
towards defusmg tensions.

USA Today
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estinian confrontation appeare

poised to spin totally out of con-

trol. Both sides upped the calibre
f the weapons they deployed against
rach other and the methods and rheto-
ic involved with their use. It was also a
veek when the first glimmer of a return
o calm began to appear.

I'T WAS a week when the Israeli-Pal,

Israel has used helicopter gunships
ind tanks to strike at Palestinian targets
n a few occasions over the six months
»f confrontation. But towards the end
»f March and over the first week of April
these heavy weapons were being used
with far greater frequency. For their
part, the Palestinians added mortar
shells to the stones and bullets they
have been showering
on the Israelis. In the
beginning of the upris-
ing both sides were rel-
atively careful about
directing their fire at
actual combatants
though there were
many innocent bystan-
ders among the killed
and injured. Of late, the
discrimination has
frayed with Palestinian
militants carrying out
suicide bomb attacks
clearly intended to hit
mainly civilians and Is-
raelis demolishing the
homes and fruit groves
of Palestinians who did
not appear to have any-
thing much to do with
the violence. Israeli set-
tlers in the West Bank
were also beginning to
take the law into their
own hands.

The rhetoric had also
begun to change. A
war-crazy Minister in
the Israeli .Cabinet,
sickeningly nick-
named Gandhi, was
calling for the bombing

of the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat’s residence, the full Cabinet au-
thorised a pro-active campaign, the
chief of its army was talking increasing-
ly of a war-like situation and their
troops had begun to intrude into terri-
tory turned over to full Palestinian con-
trol. On the other side, the incitement
bordering dangerously on racism had
not abated, the religious overtones to
militancy were getting more pro-
nounced and Mr. Arafat (at the Arab
summit) indicated an increasing prox-
imity to hard-line states like Syria.
Several developments over the last
fortnight should have tended to reverse
the slide into chaos. They did not have
the hoped-for immediate impact and it
is difficult to assess the manner in
which these developments contributed
to'the more hog ﬁs signs available by
thesweek-end”

Mr. Arafat and Israel’s Prime Minister,

~West Asia..

A

v should have had an -
effect, because they produced influen-
ces that would have come to bear on .

everal developments
ver the last fortnight
should have tended to
reverse the slide into
chaos... Mr. Arafat and
Mr. Sharon interpreted
these in a way that suited
their own rhetorical
standpoint, says
Kesava Menon.

on the brink

wider conflict that looms if the uprising
continues to rage. lmmediately after
the summit Mr. Mubarak travelled to
Washington and persuaded the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush, to for-
mulate a more balanced assessment of
the responsibility that lsrael and the
Palestinians bore for the on-going un-
rest. Mr. Mubarak also extracted g
promise that the U.S. would be actively
engaged in peace-making between tht
two sides. Within a couple of days of the
Mubarak-Bush meeting, Israel's For-
eign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, met
with leading Palestinian negotiators int
Athens. Despite his very strong pro-
peace inclinations, Mr. Peres told thé
Palestinians that it was impossible fo¥

“ n

Israeli soldiers struggle with a Palestinian protester in the '
West Bank city of Hebron near a Palestinian shop which was
destroyed by an explosion... a recurring cycle of violence.

Mr. Ariel Sharon, neither of whom has
lost control over their security forces or
their people. But the two leaders held
out interpretations of these develop-
ments that suited their own rhetorical
standpoint. It is also possible that both
leaders realised that they had to pull
matters back now if they were to retain
control over events.

One development that took place was
the Arab summit in Amman on March
27-28. During the summit, Mr. Arafat
did cosy up to Syria's President, Mr.
Bashar al Assad, and they agreed to bu-
ry their differences. But the summit as a
whole failed to extend substantial sup-
port to the extant that the Palestinians
could have hoped for. There are also
reports that Egypt’s President, Mr. Hos-

" ni Mubarak, and Jordan’s King Abdul-
‘lah told Mr: Arafat that they neither

believed that the violent uprising would
produce results nor would they allow
their countries to be dragged into the

the lsrael Cabinet to re-start negotia-
tions on substantive issues so long as
the violence continued unabated.

Everything could still go horribly
wrong. But as the week-end ap-
proached it did seem as if the two sides
would begin to try and implement theg
Sharm-el-Sheikh agreement of last No-
vember. As per this agreement the Au-
thority is to re-arrest Islamic militants
let out of its jails, order its securitymen
not to fire on Israelis, order them tg
stop other Palestinians from confront:
ing the Israelis and stop jncitementi
over public radio and TV. For its part,
Israel will have to pull back its ar;
moured forces from the vicinity of Pal*
estinian towns and villages and end the
closure of the Palestinian territories. 1If
these steps are taken in the next few
days both sides might be in a position
to consider the Taba agreement of D¢t

cember that provides the ousine for' 3
final settlement. '

.
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Asrael rockets Gaza”
«"*police stations 7

GAZA CITY, APRIL 6. Israel rocketed
two Palestinian police stations
early today, shelled another posi-
tion and knocked out power to
thousands of homes after four Is-
raeli communities were attacked
by Palestinian mortar fire.

Israel will retaliate “relentless-
ly’”" from now on and Palestinian
security installations will be con-
sidered targets as long as security
forces fail to prevent attacks on
Israelis, said Mr. Raanan Gissin, a
top aide to the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Ariel Sharon. A cabinet
minister said the Palestinian lead-
er, Mr. Yasser Arafat, should be
declared a war criminal, and Is-

: raeli forces should hit Palestinian

targets constantly.
In the past, Israel had only

" launched air strikes if Israelis

were killed or wounded in Palesti-
nian attacks. No one was hurt in
Thursday’s mortar fire on three
Jewish settlements and an Israeli
communal farm on the border
with the Gaza strip.

The Israeli attack, the second
this week, came only hours after a
top member of the militant Islam-
ic Jihad group died in a West Bank

. explosion blamed on Israel. Earli-

er this week, another Islamic Ji-
had activist was killed in a
helicopter gunship attack.
Alluding to a new stage of con-
frontation, Mr. Sharon said Israel
would conduct a constant strug-
gle against terrorism. “Sometimes
we will announce what we did,
sometimes we will not announce

‘what we did,” he said.

The Internal Security Minister,

Police officers search
Palestinian police
headquarters after an Israeli
rocket attack in the town of
Beit Lahiya, northern Gaza
Strip, on Friday. — AP

Mr. Uzi Landau, said Israeli forces
should hit Palestinian targets “ev-
ery day, hour after hour”.

He told Israel radio, “the price
we will exact from the Palestinian
authority will become intolera-
ble”. Mr. Landau said Palestinian
officials behind attacks on Israel
are "‘not immune” to Israeli at-
tack.

The latest air strike began on
Thursday when Israeli helicopters
fired several rockets at two police
stations in Beit Lahiya, a town in
the northern Gaza strip. .

The rockets knocked out large .
parts of the facade of a two-Storey
building in a residential neigh-

borhood. — AP /
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sraehs plot lit

tle escapesto fight the b
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weaglon sure to conquer battle fatlgue
apism,

An unprecedented number are

i ﬂlesuamofwhattheyallreferto
as “the situation” by, going to the
movies or away on vacation, slumping
in front of television sets, snacking '
heavily and even rearranging the fur-
niture. -

Some 71 Israelis, at least 367 Pales-

 tinians and 13 Istaeli Arabs have died

" in the Palestinian Intifada against fs-

rael’s tion of the West Bank

and Gaza Stripwhich explodedinlate

: vSeptember when . peacemakmg .
reached astalemate.- :

" Now the Jewish state, which has

long prided itselfon not blinking in the
face of Arab hostility; is flinching if not
militarily then emotionally from the
impactofalitany of bombings and gun
battles that is surging instead of slack-
ening,

Diversion is the key revenues
gre up for réstaurants, night clubs and
travel agericies, according to the news-
paper Ha'aretz. The travel agents’ as-
sociation predicts a five percent in-
crease in Israglis going abroad in 2001,

~ Theatre and cinema ticket Sales
have surged by 15 to 20percent over
the same period last year, the Central
Bureau of Statistics reported. For
those who no longer feel like leaving -
home, soapoperas and cooking shows
help pass thetimie. . ;

“A Tough of Happmcss,” Israel’s
new and ‘on¥ locally-made soap
opera, has swept the ratings, mptxvat—
ing 9.1 percent of cable viewers in Te-

. centweeks, Ha'aretz said.- . ’

“We made ‘sure niot to bring rmh
tary reserve duty or politics into the.
plot,” said L.eora Nir, co-owner of the

Viva soap opera channel, told Hd ‘aretz. “The plots

have norelevance toreality.”

Vxewershaveabandmedome—pop\ﬂarpohm _

talk shows. -

Butwhile Israehs maybe home, they doi’t feel
safe. An Interior Ministry spokeswoman said the
number of requests for weapons licences had risen
in the last s& months since the uprising began.

‘Whether on the town or at home, Israelis are
snacking in record volume.

. Blue Square, one of Jsrael’s top supermarket
operators,posted a fourth quarter profit rise of 23
percentin 2000. The company said gains canie de-
spite a sharp deoeleraﬂm in econoxmc actmty m
thewake of the upnsmg,

have helped Blug
were cooking more at orne

raelis glued to their televisions.

sofaatall, they’re domgsoonlytomovelt,Ha aretz

. said the most popular New Age concept 1n the

' country was Feng Shui, which says shuffling your
furniture fosters asense of order and harmony.
Those whotear the;

mlontoread prefer light fare these days.

steunatzky’s, Tsrac' largest book stofe ctmn;

Ty
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A Bank Hapoalim reporfsald sweetsand con-
. fections were likely to retain strong sales despite -
the slowdown as a sombre national moed kept Is-

IfIsmehoouchpotatoesaregetungupfromthe .

lvesawayfromthetele- i

olina, by Israeli author Gabi

tics, topped atzk)fs best-seller list until being
bumped by Jose Saramag’s Blindness — a novel
about a oommumty whose membem slowly lose

-their dark mood, the number of Is-
requests for U.S, Green Cardres-
its sinice the violénce flared has de-
> same period last year, the U.S.

dom with no wars and no poli--

feelslike making love?”

On the other hand, while they
may notwant to leave it,fewer citizens
are prepared toserve their country as
before.

Yésh Gvul, a group that supports

- conscripts and reservists who refuse
to report for duty in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip, said it had:
seen a “terrific upsurge” in what it
calls sclective objectors. -

Yesh Gvul spokesman Peretz
Kidron said the number of regular
conscripts refusing to serve in the two
areas for ideological reasons had
Jumpedmthelasthalfyearﬁ'omzero
to 10,

Kidron reported a similar trend
amongreservists. - =

“Previous to the Intifada’ we
would count mdeuals .Nowwe’re

" unable to keep up. We’ re getting
scores of calls,” he said.

A spokeswoman for the ‘Army
said it had rio figures on selective ob-

_jectors since “The Army doesn’t dis-
- » tinguishi between soldiers who refuse
. toserve in the territories from those
whorefusetoserveatall”.

Love of country is not the only
kind to have slackened. Some age-old -
_pastimes have been driven into a
- slump by the violence. .

* Jerusalem pharmacist Avi Raz’
said he had sold less Viagra and fewer
condomssince the clashes began, but
more over-the-counter tranquillisers.

“There is a greater demand for
non-prescription calming drugs like
valerian and+a decrease in demand
for Viagra and means of contracep-
tion like condoms. People s1mply

. have other things on their minds —
"and they’re not feelmg relaxed,”
satd.

‘Dr Alexander Olghanyetsky an
unpotence specialist at a Jerusalem
 clinic, said Viagra sales had dmpped
- because people were snnply “not in

themood”..
" “A state that loses its secunty isa
state of impotent men,” he said. Olshanyetsky .

" noted that the brothel business, similarly depen-

denton the mood of the nation, was also “in crisis”.

* He said an Israeli blockade of the West Bank
and Gaza meant a 20 percent loss in clients com-
ingtobrofhels from the Palestinian areas.”

- “The girls say their base income from regular

_clients has slumped. Pimps who usually acquire
“girls for about $10,000 dre now getting them for

$6,000 because demand has dropped,” Oshanyet-
sky said. “People don't féel like having sex. Aman
wholives in (the Jewish settlement of) Gilo, where
Palestinian gunmen are firing — do.you think he

o



~W Asia peace talKs at Athens

«< amid mountin

REUTERS

L,L\A :
ATHENS, April 4. — The\Ispaeli
foreign minister, Mr Shimon
Peres, and the Palestiniar min-
ister of planning and intdrna-
tional cooperation , Mr Nabil
Shaath, met here today for the
highest level bi-lateral talks in
two months, but under the
shadow of escalating violence
in West Asia.

“We said we wouldn’t negoti-
ate under fire, but we can defi-
nitely talk about how to stop
the fire,” Mr Peres said on the
eve of the session. This was the
first public meeting between
Israeli and Palestinian Cabinet
ministers since Mr Sharon’s
slection.

Mr Peres and Mr Shaath first

held talks together with the EU
security chief, Mr Javier
Solana. Mr Solana urged both
sides to break the cycle of vio-
lence.
He said he had appealed 9
both sides “to condemn viole#.#
from whatever quarter, exer-
cise maximum restraint and to
renew their security coopera-
tion on a systematic and regu-
lar basis”.
Mr Shaath said he had asked
EU to intervene in the West
Asia crisis. “Europe has inter-
vened in more serious con-
frontations. We cannot allow
Israel to act outside the realms
of international legality.”
Israeli missiles streaked
through the night sky of the
Gaza strip yesterday in retalia-

g violence

tion for the wounding of an
Israeli baby in a mortar bomb
attack on a Jewish settlement.
Israeli helicopters fired about

‘missiles at a Palestinian

naval police base, close to Mr
Yusser Arafat’s presidential
headquarters and an installa-
tion of the Force-17 security
group.
At least five people were
wounded in the 45 minute air-
raid. Mr Arafat’s home was not
damaged, but a building at the
base was destroyed.

In a separate attack, Israeli
helicopters fired about 30 mis-
siles at a compound in Rafah in
the southern Gaza strip, used
by Palestinian police. At least

43 people were ymdedv

¢

sources said.
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/ﬁubarak to give Bush

1
'l By Kesava Menon }\ \> - \50

| MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL. 2. The Egyptian Pres-

| ident, Mr. Hosni Mubarak, is to meet the U.S.

© President, Mr. George W. Bush, later today

seven as the situation in West Asia has slipped
another rung towards a disaster following an
Israeli incursion into Palestinian controlled
territory.

Mr. Mubarak had said that he was prepared
for a combative interaction with his U.S. in-
terlocutors and that he would try to persuade
Mr. Bush that the administration’s current
hands-off policy towards Israel-Palestinian
peace-making is mistaken.

Mr. Mubarak has gone to Washington with a
sense of grievance. As he told Newsweek mag-
azine in an interview, he feels that the U.S.
Administration has ignored him last week
when they ordered the veto of a resolution at
the U.N. Security Council. This resolution,
mooted at Palestinian behest and supported
by the Arab world, called for the posting of
international observers in the Palestinian ter-
ritories to protect the people there from Israeli
security forces.

Even if passed, the resolution would have
been redundant so long as Israel refused to
allow such observers to come to the area.
However, the U.S. administration decided to
veto the resolution since they believed that it

was not balanced or imp(?g}i, r. Mubarak's
grievance is that the U.S. exercised its veto
even as the Arab League at its summit in Am-
man was expressing support for the resolution
and despite the calls from him asking the U.S.
to delay its veto.

The Egyptians are hardly making a secret of
their view that the UJ.S. Administration’s pol-
icy towards peace-making is a misguided one.
They believe that Mr. Bush’s stance, that
peace- making will not start and that he will
not meet Mr. Yasser Arafat, till the Palestinian
Authority President issues a call for a halt in
violence, is based on insufficient knowledge of
the situation on the ground. Mr. Arafat, the
Egyptians believe,
cannot issue the call nor will be obeyed so
long as the Palestinian people feel as frustrat-
ed as they currently are. Egypt’s Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Amr Moussa, recently proposed, on
a visit to Washington, that the levels of vio-
lence can be brought down if the Palestinian
people are given reason to believe that the
peace talks will begin in three weeks to a
month and if Israel’s stranglehold on the Pal-
estinian territories is eased.

It is fortuitous that Mr. Mubarak is meeting
Mr. Bush at this critical juncture. But if the
meeting fails it could contribute to the poten-
tial for danger in the region.

Late on Saturday night, Israeli security

THE HINDU
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piece of his mind

forces intruded into Palestinian controlled ter-
ritory and abducted five members of a security
service that provides bodyguards for Palesti-
nian leaders.

The Israelis believe that this outfit,
Force-17, has been acting in collusion with
Islamic militant groups to carry out bomb at-
tacks inside Israel and shootings of civilians
passing by the territories.

Over the past couple of months, Palestinian
suicide bombers have hit targets inside Israel
signalling a departure from the practice fol-
lowed in the earlier days of the current up-
rising when they avoided attacks inside Israel
proper.

Israel has throughout been hitting targets
inside Palestinian controlled territory with
shells from helicopter gun- ships and tanks.
But Saturday night's incursion has been
viewed by the Palestinians as the launch of a
new [sraeli policy to send troops into Palesti-
nian territory. Israel’s threat to re-occupy Pal-
estinian territory is still not taken seriously but
Saturday night's incursion is being viewed as a
minor flourish on the same plan.

Israelis now fear that the Palestinians will
kidnap Israeli soldiers and take them into the
territories or arrest Israeli civilians who stray
there. If such developments do take place
matters might soon spiral out of anyone’s con-
trol.
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AN ASSERTIVE VETO on the Palestinian ques-
tion by the U.S. in the United Nations Security
Council is a sad commentary on the failure of
the present Bush administration in Washington
to energise the stalled West Asia peace process.
The United States has now openly upheld Is-
rael’s opposition to the proposal for the forma-
tion as also deployment of a U.N. observer force
that could ensure the “protection” of the Pal-
estinian civilians. The idea has been supported
by a majority in the Security Council, including
China and Russia as permanent members.
Their reasoning is rooted in the empirical real-
ity that most of those killed in recent months in
the ongoing confrontation between the Palesti-
nians and the Jewish people in West Asia be-
long to the former group. Not surprisingly,
therefore, the U.S. has taken the line that it is
not averse to empathising with the Palestinian
civilians in the present West Asian context. To-
day’s inter-state political realities in that region,
insofar as they concern the question of rightful
space for the Palestinians, are still defined by
the proactive peace-making role that Washing-
ton began playing within and beyond the
framework of the relevant Madrid conference
and the Oslo process of the early 1990s. Now a
hesitant ‘peace-maker’, the U.S. is obviously
keen to avoid being supportive of Israel in its
ongoing conflict at all levels with the Palesti-
nians. Yet, having vetoed a draft Security Coun-
cil resolution for the first time in several years,
the U.S. says that it owes “no apology” to any-
one for its “relationship with Israel”’. Washing-
ton cannot also conceal its embarrassment at
having been forced by Moscow, an original co-
sponsor of the Madrid conference, to play a
limited but avoidable zero-sum game in respect
of Israel and the Palestinians at the present sen-
sitive juncture. Israel has very recently anointed
Mr. Ariel Sharon as its Prime Minister in spite of
his dubious reputation as an anti-Palestine fun-
damentalist.

SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2001

in regard to the historical dispute betweeén Is-
rael and the Palestinians. Yet, it is a moot point
whether and, if so, how long Washington will
remain inclined to bend over backwards if nec-
essary to keep the Palestinians in some mea-
sure of good humour in these circumstances.
Overall, the U.S. has now chosen to describe the
vetoed proposals as “‘unbalanced, unwise and
unworkable steps’’. Washington argues that its
veto cannot be seen as a negation of its policy of
“standing up for a peace process” in West Asia.
But the “process’’ requires an ability to create a
win-win situation for both the Israelis and Pal-
estinians, and there is no sign yet of such a
formula.

A fine irony is that the U.S., which still :

swears by the efficacy of the decade-long U.N.
sanctions against Iraq, is now seen to be wary of
any intervention by the global organisation in
Israel’s affairs. Two realities diminish the in-
congruity somewhat. Washington is inclined to
consider reshaping the current anti-Iraq sanc-
tions into punitive measures aimed solely
against Mr. Saddam Hussein and his suspected
plans of acquiring weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The U.S. is also keen, no less, to try and
carry conviction with the Palestinians. In the
short run, much will depend on how far the U.S.
can persuade Israel to avoid brinkmanship of
the type indicated by its latest air raids over the
headquarters of an elite security outfit of the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat. Another
test of statesmanship is whether the U.S. can
goad the Jewish state to recognise that almost
the entire Arab world has avidly rallied behind
the Palestinians in their present “intifada”
“revolt”. This critical political affirmatio
the Arab League at its latest summit in
overshadows the organisation’s persj
tures on the Iraq question.
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JERUSALEM, March 29. - Is
raeli defence helicopter gun-
ships rocketed five targets of
Force-17, Mr Yasser Arafat’s
presidential guard unit, in
Gaza and West Bank in Pales-
tine, killing two persons and
wounding 60 others. The action
was criticised by USA which
said, force cannot resolve the
West Asia problem.

Israel launched attack last
night as Arab leaders ended
their summit in Amman agree-
ing to support Palestinian “u-
prising” against Israel, and de-
manding for an international
force in the region to protect
the Palestinians.

Israeli foreign minister, Mr
Shimon Peres criticised the fi-
nal communique of the summit
as “an obstacle to peace that
only intensifies the hatred.This
is an attempt to unilaterally
dictate policy instead of return-

srael attacks

ing to the 1 nego 1at1ng table”.

Two Palestini
presidential
Force-17 and a ci\jlian woman, *
were killed in the latest attacks
in Ramallah. The attacks fol-
lowed two days of three suicide-
bombings and sniper attacks,
targeting Israelis that left two
Palestinian attackers and three
Israelis dead, and more than 30
injured.

Mr Arafat’s home in Gaza was
also damaged as gunships blas-
ted a Force-17 building, used as
a weapons arsenal, just 100
metre from Mr Arafat’s house.

Mr Arafat was in Amman for
the Arab summit during the at-
tacks.

The White House criticised
both sides in the conflict and
said Israelis and Palestinians
“should live up to the commit-
ments they have made, combat ment, provocation and viclence
terrorism and engage in dialo- has gone on far too long,” a
gue”. White House statement said.

“The tragi€ cycle of incite- “The President calls upon both

alesnman pnllce uffu:er walks through the rubble of the headquaners of
Mr Yasser Arafat's presidential guard in Hamallah on Thursday. — APJPTI

sides to exercise maximum re-
straint to calm the situation
and set the foundation for a re-
turn to negotiations.” _~
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AFTER MARATHON negotia-
tions, the Palestinians dropped
their call for UN observers to help
end six months of violence and
agreed instead to let the Security
Council decide on measures to
protect Palestinian civilians.

But it wasn’t clear whether the
USA would accept the compro-
mise. The USA, which is Israel’s
closest ally on the Security Coun-
cil, had threatened to veto any
resolution that referred to a UN
force to protect Palestinians.

Palestinian supporters from
the Non-Aligned Movement of
developing countries said they
had reached agreement with the
four European members of the
Security Council on a compro-
mise resolution that would call
for a new “mechanism” to pro-
tect Palestinian civilians.

“It is acceptable to everybody
and we are waiting for the mes-
sage from Washington,” said
Bangladesh’s UN Ambassador
Anwarul Chowdhury, current
head of the NAM in the Council.

With the Palestinians pressing
for a vote before today’s summit
of Arab leaders in the Jordanian
capital Amman, consultations
among Council members contin-
ued into the Monday night.

Acting US Ambassador. James
Cunningham refused to com-
ment on the US position when he
arrived for the meeting.

Earlier, he said the USA “want-
ed to support something that
would be useful, that had support
of the Council... We're looking to

alestinians”

drop call for'

AFP PHOTO
An Israeli policeman inspects the
remains of a car that exploded on
Tuesday in Jerusalem’s Talpiot
area. The radical Palestinian
group Islamic Jihad claimed
responsibility for the car bomb
blast which injured at least three
people near a supermarket.

see if that’s still possible to find.”
“I'm very hopeful,” said acting
ambassador Valeri Kuchynski of
Ukraine, whose country holds
the rotating Security Council
presidency. “There is a chance
there may be a consensus.”
Chowdhury said the resolu-
tion would ask Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan to consult the
Israelis and Palestinians on steps
to implement the resolution and
report to the council within a
month.
AF
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IIN fails to reach

ugreement on
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REUTERS

UNHQ, March 27. - The UN
Security Council failed to reach
an agreement early today on Is-
raeli-Palestinian clashes before
an Arab summit opened in Am-
man, Jordan, despite
three days of marathon nego-
tiations.

Delegates missed their self-
imposed deadline to have a res-
olution adopted in time for the
beginning of the summit and
adjourned for about eight hours
to resume talks.

“It doesn’t look promising, but
we'll give it another try,” Pales-
tinian UN delegate Mr Nasser
Al-kidwa said.

Chief US representative Mr
James  Cunningham  told
reporters: “We are close enough
and we could agree if the others
were willing to come on board.

And we arg far enough
apart that could easily not
agree.”

But Al-kidwa said that his

supporters 0 the council
would put the §riginal Palesti-
nian-initiated resolution to a
vote if it appeared no compro-
mise could be fouhd. That draft
calls for an unarmed UN ob-
server force to protéct Palesti-
nians in the West Bank and
Gaza — an action Washington
would veto.

A resolution in the 15-mem-
ber council needs nine votes in
favour and no veto from any
one of its five permanent mem-
bers.

A measure calling for a UN
observer force failed in Decem-

ber because it obtained only:

eight votes, thereby sparing
Washington the use of its veto.

The Security Council is trying
to merge three general posi-
tions: the Palestinian one, a
European compromise and the
US stand.

The Palestinians and their
seven supporters on the Secur-
ity Council want members to
express willingness for an ob-

server force or at least leave
the door open for one by agree-
ing on an unspecified “mecha-
nism” to protect civilians.

Negotiating on behalf of the
Palestinians are Bangladesh,
Jamaica, Colombia, Singapore,
Tunisia, Mauritius and Mali.
China supports this group but
the positions of Russia and Uk-
raine are not clear yet.

The USA, Israel’s ally, has
been negotiating intensely on a
text that would not commit
council members to any specific
action without the agreement
of Israel and the Palestinians.

Western European members
of the council - Britain, France,
Ireland and Norway - have
proposed a compromise text,
which is the basis for most of
the negotiations.

The Europeans want the
council to play a role in the cri-
sis but do not want any resolu-
tion that would draw a US veto.

They would abstain on the orig-

inal Palestinian text.
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Bomb blast rocks
Israel, no mjuries

exploded in the coastal Israeli city of Herzliya
Pityach in an apparent rebels attack on Thursday
which caused no injuries, Israeli the police said.
rael has been hit by several bomb blasts dur-
irfg almost six months of a Palestinian uprising
ainst Israeli occupation.

. On Thursday’s blast shattered the windows of
nearby restaurants but hurt nebody.

“There was an explosion next to a car that was
parked outside a restaurant in Herzliya Pituach.
The bomb crew has determined that the incident
has a terrorist context,” a police spokeswoman
said.

“Jt was great luck that there weren’t more peo-
ple in the street. It was a terrorist attack,” Ms
Shlomit Herzberg added.

The police had earlier said they suspected the
bomb might have been linked to a criminal attack
rather than rebels.

On Wednesday, Israeli police neutralised a
bomb placed in the trunk of a car in a Jewish
area of Jerusalem.

The bomb was discovered after a resident of an
ultra-Orthodox Jewish neighbourhoeod bordering
Arab East Jerusalem saw a white Mazda parked
illegally and called in a traffic warden to issue a
ticket.

Many people have been killed in bomb attacks
in Israel this month. Well over 400 have died in
the uprising against the occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip — atleast 348 Palestinians,
66 Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs. (Reuters)

Herzliya Pituach (Israel), March 23: A bomb By EVELYN LEOPOLD

"West Asia peace efforts fall
flat; clashes, terror continue

EU has alternative

for UN observers
14

United Nations, March 23: Eurgpean nations pro-
posed on Thursday an alternativel Security Council
resolution on the West Asia crisis ¢liminating Pales-
tinian calls for immediate authorisation of a UN
observer force.

Instead council members Britain. France, Norway
and Ireland would ask Secretary-General Kofi Annan

" to consult Israelis and Palestimans in search of agreer

ment “on any kind of mechanism to protect civilians.”

Israél has flatly rejected. until at least a peace pactis -
signed, any international intervention or observers to
help quell the six-month uprising in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

At least 348 Palestinians, 66 Israelis and 13 Israeli
Arabs have been killed. The European action was an
effort to gain US support and avoid Washington’s
veto shortly before an Arab League summit that
begins on March 27.

But the draft may not satis{y Palestinians and their
supporters It also may not sausfy Washington, whose
ambassador James Cunningham said was still study-
ing the text.

“We have to take a ook at it.” Mr Cunningham said,
adding that he appreciated the European initiative and
“the thought behind it.” At issue is a repeat call that
the 15-Nation Council, at minimum, state its willing-
ness in principle to send unarmed UN observers o the
West Bank and Gaza even if Israel refuses tp/allow
them into the territories. Palestinians want
Friday but diplomats said haggling s
through the weekend. (Reuters)
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By Kesava Menon W9 -\

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MARCH 21. While Israel’s
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, won some
key points in his exchange with the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, in Washington yes-
terday he did not win all, is the assessment of
Israeli analysts. Mr, Bush’s statement that he
would “facilitate” but not ““force” negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians was a key
gain for Mr. Sharon but the new U.S. President
did not take on board all of the Israeli leader’s
suggestions as to how the administration
should conduct itself on West Asian affairs.
The Israeli press also reports that the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, told Mr. Sha-
ron in private that Israel must ease up the
pressure they are currently subjecting the Pal-
estinians to.

It has been clear from the time that the for-
mer U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, was un-
able to close the gap between the Israelis and
the Palestinians despite all his efforts that the
new President would not get as deeply in-
volved. Nevertheless Mr. Sharon would have
been pleased to hear from Mr. Bush himself
that the U.S. would be adopting a more hands-
off role in the dealings between the Israelis and
the Palestinians.

With the Palestinian uprising still raging in
the territories, Mr. Sharon has opted for the
waiting game. The Palestinians have been sub-
jected to a crippling embargo on the move-
ment of people and goods and there is

Sharon wins some points, -

evidence that this *'collective punis}:)ﬁent,"/

as

the Palestinians call it, is having an etfect. ;

There is a weariness with the on-going conflict

and the Palestinians are just about exploting !

whether they can convert the violent conflict !

into a non-violent one. Mr. Sharon clearly !

hopes that attrition will tell and that the Pal-

estinians will eventually come into what he !

would describe as a more reasonable state of

mind. If Mr. Bush, as he has promised, refrains |

from forcing the two sides to negotiate it would |

facilitate Mr. Sharon's strategy.
It is, however, far from certain that Mr. Sha-

ron’s success will not be shortlived. All said ;
and done, Mr. Bush has not done much more |
than follow the cautious approach that he had |

indicated at the outset.

On the down-side for Mr. Sharon he has not
been able to get full U.S. endorsement for the
view that terrorism is the key issue in West Asia
and that the U.S. and srael should address this
jointly before they took up the task of peace-
making. Mr. Bush and his officials have also

declined to adopt Mr. Sharon’s terminology |

and describe Palestinian violence as terrorism
or to endorse his view that the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, has instigated the vi-

olence. While Mr. Bush has not categorically '

stated that he would soon meet Mr. Arafat nei-
ther has he accepted Mr. Sharon's suggestion
that he should rule out any such meeting till
violence in the Palestinian territories has abat-
ed.
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" Sharon outlines pe:

WASHINGTON, MARCH 20. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
has defended an Israeli crack-
down on Palestinian citizens and
outlined for American backers his
plan for scaled down peacemak-
ing.

As some 300 people protested
Mr. Sharon's appearance, the new
Israeli Prime Minister told the
American-Israel public affairs
committee yesterday that a peace
agreement with the Palestinians
was possible, but not until the vi-
olence of the past six months
ceased.

“1 believe that Israel can reach
an agreement with the Palesti-
nians, and [ will make every etfort
to reach such an agreement,” he
said at the group's annual confer-
ence.

Mr. Sharon said he envisioned
two stages of any resumption of
negotiations with the Palesti-
nians, with the first focused on
easing restrictions on Palestinian
civilians and restoring Israeli se-
curity through an end to violence.

In the second stage, “We will
restart the negotiations,” said Mr.
Sharon, calling for “a new, more
realistic approach of non-bellig-
erency and a long-term interim
agreement.”

Mr. Sharon yesterday met the
U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, the CIA Director, Mr. Ge-
orge Tenet, the National Security
Adviser, Ms. Condoleeza Rice,
and the Defence Secretary, Mr.
Donald Rumsfeld. He will meet
the President, Mr. George W.
Bush, at the White House today.

Gen. Powell told Mr. Sharon Is-
rael must offer hope to the Pal-
estinians, who for months have
languished behind intermittent
blockades of Gaza and the West
Bank.

Israel, which has also faced crit-
icism from the European Union,
says the blockade is in response
to violence by Palestinians, who
rose in revoli¥ast September after
peace negpfiations with Israel be-

gan to collapse. More than 420
people have been killed, most of
them Palestinians.

Mr. Sharon defended Israel's
actions in his speech, saying,
“more than ever, Israel needs se-
curity zones to protect it from the
growing dangers in the Middie
Last {(West Asia). The Palestinians
need contiguity, and a better eco-
nomic future.” He again accused
the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat's Force 17 presidential
guard of having planned a car
bomb attack in the heart of Jeru-
salem last week.

Powell unveils approach

Gen. Powell has unveiled the
Bush administration’s basic ap-
proach to the West Asia peace
process but said he had no magic
formula to end violence.

“l have no magic formula. |
cannot snap my fingers and make
the current situation go away or
turn it around. What | can do,
however, is to present some basic
ideas that will guide the U.S. ap-

WEST ASIA / VIOLENCE MUST STOP, SAYS U.S. " %

e plan”

proagh as we approach the Mid-
dle East (West Asia)

and the |

Israeli-Palestinian dispute in the

future,” he told the American Is- |

rael public affairs committe 2.

Evoking applause from the

~strong lobby group supporting Is-

rael for each of principles he out-
lined here vesterday, Gen. Powell
said: first and foremost, the vio-
lence must stop.

“Leaders have the responsibil-
ity to denounce violence, strip it

of legitimacy, stop it. Violence isa :

dead end.” Gen. Powell said,
“The status quo is costly and, if
allowed to drift, will only lead to
greater tragedy.”

He said neither Israelis nor Pal-

estinians were served by the cur-
rent situation. Both sides required
a dialogue that would lead to mu- ;

tually acceptable political, eco- |
nomic and security arrangements
be they transitional or perma-

nent, partial or whole.” — Reu-
ters, PTI

N
The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, with the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, at the Blair House in
Washington on Monday. — AP
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Sharon seeks Bush backin

for Palestine policy "

Washington, March 19 wu W X

AT THE White House on Tues-
day, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon will be looking for presi-
dent George W. Bush’s endorse-
ment of his cautious approach to
peacemaking with Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

Sharon says violence must
stop before he will start peace
talks with Arafat, and wants to
focus on interim accords rather
than a final peace treaty. It is a
sharp scaling back from the
approach of Ehud Barak, whom
Sharon defeated in February.

He is willing, however, to give
the Palestinians time before esca-
lating Israel’s response to Pales-
tinian violence. “We need
patience, “ Sharon told reporters
travelling with him on Sunday
from Jerusalem. “After not acting
for so long to prevent terror they
have to get organised. I'm willing
to give them time but not unlimit-
ed time.”

The White House also is taking
a new approach to middle-east
diplomacy, with the president
more an observer than a media-
tor. The change is apparent to
Dennis Ross, who stepped down
in January as special US envoy
for the middle-east after pursuing
an overall agreement for more

oo\

AFP PHOTO

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, surrounded by Secret Service
agents, arrives at Andrews Air Force base in Maryland on Sunday.

than a dozen years.

“We are not in a position where
we can solve the conflict now,
Ross said Friday in an interview,
“We have to focus on managing
the conflict, on defusing the con-
flict.” Despite Palestinian denials,
Sharon is convinced that militant
members of Arafat’s elite force 17
security unit are responsible for
more than two dozen attacks on
Israelis in which eight Israelis
were killed and about a score
injured. Sharon, who arrived in
Washington Sunday evening, is

likely to ask bush to insist that
Arafat state publicly and in Ara-
bic that the attacks must end.
Only with significantly reduced
violence, Sharon has said, will
Israel resume peace talks. They
ended in January after Arafat
rejected Barak’s offer of a State,
Gaza and almost all the west bank
and control of some Arab neigh-
bourhoods in Jerusalem. Sharon
has ruled out dividing Jerusalem
or yielding the strategic Jordan
valley.

THE HINPUSTAN TIMED

2 0 MAR 207



~Sharon heads for

©: talks in USA

REUTERS \Q\\ (5

JERUSALEM, ch. 18. —
Israeli Prime Minis{er Mr Ariel
Sharon heads heady for Wash-
ington today to meet President
Mr George W Bush for the first
time since both took office,
leaving behind a volatile situa-
tion in the West Bank and
! Gaza Strip.
Mr Sharon will meet senior
. defence officials, US Jewish
and congressional leaders
. and visit the United Nations.
The media has played up the
' Shargn-Bush meeting on
Tuedday but Israeli officials
said they did not expect any
licy decisions to be made.
Former Israeli' Ambassador
to the UN, Mr Zalman Shov-
al, said the Bush administra-

tion shared Israel’s assess-
ment of the situation in West
Asia and of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

“l would say Israel has a
good starting point...we are.
meeting with a government
which ...agrees with many of
our assessments...regarding
the Israeli-Arab conflict,” Mr
Shoval said, adding the talks
would not be “fateful”.

Palestinian minister Mr
Ziyad Abu Zayyad said the
meeting would fail if Mr
Sharon stressed only on re-
ducing violence in the Palesti-
nian uprising.

“If Mr -Sharon wants to go to
the USA and talk to them se-
riously about how it’s possible
to pull the region out of this
cycle of bloodletting and re-

P Y|

m ‘.’:;A § caii?

15 M

turn again to dialogue...Then
he will succeed,” he said. ‘

US-Israeli strategic rela-
tions and the situation in
West Asia will figure promi-
nently in talks between Mr
Ariel Sharon and the Bush
administration, PTI reports.
Mr Sharon is expected to dis-
cuss the idea of “regional ap-
proach” to the problems en-
gulfing West Asia and raise :
Israeli fears that Mr Yaseer
Arafat poses “a threat” to sta- |
bility in the region, media re- |
ports said. ‘

Israel’'s extra-judicial kill-
ings of terrorists is also ex-
pected to figure during Mr
Sharon’s meetings with the ;
‘state department and Penta-
gon officials beginning tomor-
row.
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alestinians//
march to
protest Israeli

blockade "
Jerusalem, March 17 \\é\%

THOUSANDS OF Palestiniar%
took to the streets of the Wes
Bank and Gaza on Saturday in
protest over the Israeli blockade
in the occupied West Bank,
which the Jewish state had earli-
er said would be relaxed.

The Israeli announcement
brought no easing of, the ten-
sions in the West Bank and Gaza,
as around 2,000 Palestinians
marched on an Israeli check--
point to the west of the city of
Nablus, chanting “Al Quds
(Jerusalem) is the capital of
Palestine”.

In the Gaza Strip, mourners
bore aloft the flag-wrapped body
of Mohammed Abu Awn, 20,
killed by Israeli troops on a day
of clashes on Friday in which at
least 14 Palestinians were
wounded in the West Bank and
Gaza. Palestinian medical
sources said he was shot in the
chest while sitting near protest-
ers hurling stones at Israeli
troops. On the main Ramallah-
Jerusalem road in the West
Bank, hundreds of Palestinian
artists, intellectuals and locals
beat drums and carried placards
reading ‘Let freedom ring’ and
‘Land for peace - not food for
peace’, as they headed for an
Israeli blockade.

The protests came a day before
Israeli Prime Minisfer Ariel
Sharon was due to head to Wash-
ington to meet President George
W. Bush for the first time since
both took office.

An official Syrian spokesman
said Bush had meanwhile
phoned Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad to say he was ready to
help achieve a just and compre-
hensive peace in the Middle East.

Israel says the blockade is nec-
essary to stop guerrilla attacks
on its citizens and has charged
the Palestinian authority with
failing to act to control six
months of bloodshed, which
started after peace talks dead-
locked. But Palestinians, who
call the closure a “collective pun-
ishment” that strangles their
economy, rejected  Israel’s
announcement as superficial.

Reuters
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Xsrael under

- pressure to
lift Gaza
blockade

P T ARGY

JERUSALEM, March 1\3)0\ s-
rael faced growing interj\a-
tional pressure today to lift\a
. blockade of cities in the We
- Bank and Gaza Strip that i
" strangling the Palestinian
| economy.

European Union leaders ex-
pressed their concern at talks
with Palestinian President Mr
Yasser Arafat yesterday and
were expected to call for the
blockade to be lifted and peace

' talks to resume at a meeting
, with Israeli leader Mr Ariel
i Sharon today.

Washington also voiced con-

' cern yesterday and Mr Chris

Patten, the EU commissioner

for external affairs, said after

meeting Mr Arafat in Gaza
that the collapse of the Pales-
tinian authority under eco-

nomic pressure would not au -

gur well for peace.

“We think it would be ex-
i tremely bad for the prospects
* of peace if the Palestinian ad-
ministration was simply
knocked to smithereens over
the next few months,” said Mr
Patten, who is travelling with
Swedish foreign minister, Mr
Anna Lindh.

“If more people are plunged
into poverty, that in our view
is going to further radicalise
opinion and make it more dif-
, ficult to get peqple to accept
| the need for a political accom-
. modation,” he added.

Israel has dug trenches and
positioned tanks in the Pales-
- tinian territories in what it

says is a bid to prevent mili-

tants carrying out bomb at-

tacks inside Israel.
Palestinians say the meas-
ures, which severely limit the
movement of goods and peo-
ple, are collective punishment.
Israel said yesterday it
would lift blockades of four
cities but maintain the closure
of Ramallah, the economic
capital of the West Bank, be-
cause it had information that
' militants in Ramallah were

THE STATECNAN

| planning bomb attacks in Jer-

| usalem.

| In Washington, the US state

| department calleéd on Israel to
ease the blockade.

“They place hardship on fam- -
ilies, undermine relations be-

' tween Israel and the Palesti-
nians, and they don’t really
quiet the security situation in
the region,” US state depart;

ment spokesman, Mr Richard\.

Boucher said yesterday.

The foreign minister, Mr Shi-
mon Peres, said Israel was
trying to formulate a strategy
to crack down on Palestinian
militants while not harming
“people who are innocent”.

Mr Peres said Israel must
ind a way to “distinguish be-

ween the people involved in

error and people who are try-
g to li}y&eir daily life”.
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“Sharon

unvells

W policy on
Palestinians

REUTERS

JERUSALEM, March 12, - Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr Ariel

Sharon, today presented his
Cabinet with five principles of
dealing with the Palestinians,
vowing not to renew peace
talks until the five-month-old
Palestinian revolt ends.
Convening his full Cabinet for
the first time since taking office
last week, Mr Sharon said his
priority was to bring Israeli se-
curity, something which they
have been deprived of since the
uprising erupted, an official said.
At least 343 Palestinians, 65
Israelis and 13 Israeii-Arabs
have been killed in fighting
that began last September af-
ter peace talks failed.

Mr Sharon said he will make
sure that Palestinians do not
use violence to squeeze conces-
sions out of Israel in peacemak-
ing, nor will he allow the con-
flict to become an international
issue, or spill over to neigh-
bouring countries.
PM defends blockade: Mr
Sharon’s office today defended
the tightening of Palestinian-
ruled West Bank city of Ramal-
lah’s blockade, saying it was
done to thwart an attack
against Israel.

Israeli army used trenches
and tanks yesterday to tighten
the blockade of Ramallah,
which Palestinians say, has
made their town a prison. “In
light of specific information on
an attack from within the city

of Ramallah, the closure has
been tightened and operational
activity intensified, in order to
thwart the attack,” Mr Sharo-
n's office said.

“The policy of Prime Minister,
Mr Sharon, is to make things
easier...But it will act in those
places where terrorist activity
is carried out. All this is part of
a policy to thwart attacks and
fight against terrorists, and
those who send them,” it added.

The statement gave no details
of the attack to which it was re-
ferring.

Israel’s policy of sealing off
Palestinian areas in the West
Bank and Gaza strip during
more than five months of a Pal-
estinian uprising, has been
criticised by members of the in-
ternational community.

Mr Sharon’s office released its
statement shortly before talks
between a European union del-
egation and Palestinian Presi-
dent, Mr Yasser Arafat.

Jews beat up Arabs: Crowds
of drunken Jews celebrating
Jewish holiday of Purim at-
tacked Arabs in Jerusalem yes-
terday, injuring one Arab and
five police officers, a Jerusalem
police spokeswoman said today.

Eight ultra-Orthodox Jews
were arrested after yesterday’s
incident, she said.

The driver and five cops were

hurt. One person was arrested :

after drunken Jews broke into
an Arab home in the Jewish
quarter of Jerusalem’s Old
City.
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ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ariel
Sharon on Monday defended the
tightening of a blockade of the
Palestine-ruled West Bank city of
Ramallah, saying it was done to
thwart an attack against Israel.

The Israeli army dug trenches
and used tanks to tighten the
blockade of Ramallah on Sunday,
which Palestinians say has made
their town 4 prison. Angry Pales-
tinians have branded the block-
ade “collective punishment.”

“In light of specific informa-
tion of an attack from within the
city of Ramallah, the closure has
been tightened and operational
activity intensified to thwart the
attack,” Sharon’s office said in a
statement.

“The policy of Prime Minister
Sharon is to make things easier,
but it will act in those places
where terrorist activity is car-
ried out, all this as part of a poli-
¢y to thwart attacks and fight
against terrorists and those who
send them,” the statement said. It
however gave rio details of the
attack, which it referred to.
Sharon’s office released its state-
ment shortly before talks
between a European Union dele-
gation and Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat.

Israel’s policy of sealing off
Palestinian areas in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip during
more than five months of a Pales-
tinian uprising has received
sharp criticism from the interna-
tional community.

When asked by Newsweek
whether he would consider re-
entering Palestine-controlled
areas of the West Bank if the
Palestinian uprising intensified,
Sharon, said, “Palestinian con-
trolled areas? The answer is no.”

He has stated the “terror
attacks” were ensuing from
Arafat’s loyal forces. “Yasser
Arafat’s most loyal forces are
active participants in violence
and terror.

He can stop the violence if he
wants,” the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter said. He said it was not possi-
ble to hold peace talks with the
Palestinians in the “climate of
violence.”Sharon said he was
ready to meet and negotiate with
Arafat but said it could not be
done “under pressure of terror
or violence.” He said the new
Israeli Government would be
“different” from that headed by
Ehud Barak.

Jews held for beating Arabs

Celebrating the Jewish holi-
day of Purim attacked Arabs in
Jerusalem, lightly injuring at
least one Arab man and five
police officers, a Jerusale
police spokeswoman said.
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current warlikeNhostilities over the intractable
issue of peace between their respective peoples.
However, it is a matter of civility that Mr. Sharon
— the archetypal Israeli hawk with a singular
determination to try and outwit the Palestinians
to the point of depriving them of their historical
rights — has at all sent a message to them about
his intention to engage their leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, over ideas for peace. Mr. Sharon has, in
his first key initiative after assuming office as the
head of a broad-spectrum coalition govern-
ment, sent a note to Mr. Arafat suggesting the
possibility of a “personal contact” between
them “in the near future”. In outlining this idea
without laying down any specific conditions,
the Israeli leader has certainly taken care to
keep his options open on resuming formal talks
with the Palestinians only if the present wave of
violence can be certified by Tel Aviv to have
subsided. However, he seems to have made at
least some amends for having unwittingly or
otherwise sparked the latest Palestinian ‘intifa-
da’ (or ‘uprising’) about five months ago. 1t was
Mr. Sharon’s ‘provocative’ visit to a holy site in
Jerusalem at that time that ignited the current
spiral of violent Palestinian anger and Israel’s
massive counter-offensive. In a sense, the new
Israeli Prime Minister owes his position itself to
the political dynamics of the ongoing clash of
will between the Jewish state and the Palesti-
nians. This should explain Mr. Sharon’s latest
uncharacteristic ‘note’ to Mr. Arafat. The larger
context, though, is Tel Aviv's diplomatic com-
pulsion to see how West Asia will begin to ap-
pear on Washington’s radar screen over time
under the command of Mr. George W. Bush as
the President.

Seizing Israel’s moment of hesitation about
Mr. Bush’s evolving policv options in West Asia,

the Palestinian Cabinet has lost no time to reci-
procate Mr. Sharon’s surprise letter to Mr. Ara-
fat. Extending a hand in a gesture of ‘peace’, the
Palestinian leaders have told Tel Aviv of their
desire to discuss ways of establishing a just and
“‘comprehensive’’ peace that would ensure “se-
curity and stability for all”’. The apparent plat-
itude is a carefully-crafted message with an
immense meaning in the tangled West Asian
situation. The notion of a sweeping stability cer-
tainly encompasses Israel’s constant clamour
for its security in the midst of Arab states. Yet,
the Palestinian Cabinet’s parallel call for an end
to Israel’s suspected policy of “siege and de-
struction” is reflective of the seismic faultlines
on the West Asian geopolitical terrain. It is in
this context that Mr. Arafat has now rightly
called for the resumption of ““final status’’ talks
on Palestinian statehood ‘“from the point they
had reached” prior to Mr. Sharon’s poll win.
The Bush administration, in its first impul-
sive world view, has chosen to narrow down its
West Asia-related perspective to the ‘strategic’
silhouette of Mr. Saddam Hussein, the U.S.-de-
fiant Iraqi leader, rather than the shadows of the
old but unresolved Israel-Arab confrontation.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,
has expended much diplomatic energy on the
Iraq issue during his first visit to West Asia in his
new position at this juncture. Gen. Powell, who
first spoke of ‘‘re-energising” the decade-long
U.N. sanctions on Iraq, has now begun to recog-
nise that Mr. Hussein does ‘“not” pose *“a full-
fledged threat” to the U.S. and to look towards
its Arab “allies” to modify the sanctions. Given
this changing reality, the Palestinians seem to
be quietly hoping to catch the attention of the
Bush administration. However, Washington
must first address the issues arising out of the
virtual collapse of the Oslo process — an event
that has only convinced the Palestinians that no
subtle renegotiation of the U.N. resolution on
land-for-peace can now be countenancg((.ﬁ
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srael Prime Minister rules

out retaking Arab lands |

Washington, March 11
ISRAEL'S NEW Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon told the US maga-
zine Newsweek that he would not
end the Israeli army back into
reas ceded to the confrol of the
alestinian authority
Asked in the interview
whether he would consider re-
entering Palestinian-controlled
areas of the West Bank if the
Palestinian uprising intensified,
Sharon said, “Palestinian con-
trolled areas? The answer is no.”
He said the situation in these
areas was ‘irreversible’ and
Israel did not have to enter them
again. “That doesn’t mean that
Israel will not take steps againsi
people who find shelter there,”
he added. The interview appears
in the issue of Newsweek on sale
tomorrow.
~Sharon said he planned to pro-

"vide the Palestinians with a road

so they could travel freely from
the north to the south of Judea
and Samaria (the West Bank). “I
have a plan so they don’t need to
cross checkpoints,” he said.
Because the Palestinian authori-
ty is behind the terror, the con-
cept should be to ease the lives of
ordinary citizens and harden the
lives of those in the Palestinian
authority,” Sharon said. “Arafat
-agreed to take the necessary
steps, but he freed many terror-
ists who are now involved in

AFP PHOTO
A Palestinian aims his weapon at
an effigy of Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon in Bethleham on Saturday.

spreading terror. “Peres says it’s
still too early to meet Arafat New
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres; meanwhile said on Sun-
day in Jerusalem it was still too
early for him to meet Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat despite
what he called a slight drep in
‘terrorism’.

Peres assumed office last week
in a National Unity Government
led by right-wing Prime Minister

Ariel Sharon, who hak said a
resumption of pea talks
depends on putting an eqd to vio-
lence. Asked if he woyld meet
Arafat, his co-winner of {the 1994
Nobel peace prize, Peres told
Israel Radio: “I am not ready to
declare any meeting. I believe it’s
too early.”

Arafat called on Israel’s new
government to resume peace
talks on the basis of understand-
ings reached in negotiations
with Sharon’s dovish predeces-
sor, Ehud Barak. “It must be said
there is a slight drop in terror-
ism,” Peres said. But he added:
“It’s true that in his speech there
was no clear appeal to end ter-
rorism. There were a few formu-
lations that should have been
more pleasant to the Israeli ear”

Peres said Israel wanted a
clear Palestinian policy to reduce
violence. He said a distinction
had to be made between agree-
ments already reached and mat-
ters only discussed in negotia-
tions. “We don't want to live with
our Arab neighbours back to
back and on every back a rifle.
We want to live with them face to
face,” Peres said. A deadlock in
Barak’s talks with the Palestini-
ans fuelled the Palestinian upris-
ing against Israeli occupation, in
which at least 343 Palestinians,
65 Israelis and 13 Israeli Arabs
have been killed.

AFP & Reuters

Giant Buddhas
smashed, say
aid workers

Islamabad, March 1!

TWQO GIANT statues of Buddha,
hewn from a cliff face in Central
Afghanistan in the 3 rd and 5 th
centuries, have been demolished,
international aid workers said.
After centuries of standing
guard over the Bamiyan valley in
central Afghanistan. the statues
are gone, said one aid worker.
who said his information comes
from eyewitness accounts from
the area. His information corrob-
orated reports from Taliban offi-
cials in southern Afghanistan.
The Taliban said yesterday 80 per
cent of the statues, measuring 51
and 36 meters, were destroyed.
Abdul Hai Muttmain., a
spokesman for the Taliban's
reclusive leader, told the Associat-
ed Press that delegations pleading
for the preservation of the statues
were too late. They were virtually
gone, he said. “We have destroyed
80 per cent of the statues. There is
only a small amount left and we
will destroy that soon. * he said. It
appears that the remainder has
now been destroyed. The destruc-
tion followed an order two weeks
ago by Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammed Omgr calling all stat-
ues idolatrous and ordering all of
them destroyed. However, it has
beenimpossible to verify conflict-
ing reports about the conditions
of the statues because the Taliban
have refused to allow anyone in
the area. AP



CAIRO: Arab opinion-makers and analysts
gave mixed signals on Friday, after Ariel
Sharon moved into the Israeli Prime Minister’s
office, with some suggesting he be given a
chance and others saying he would terminate
the peace process.

At his inauguration on Wednesday, Mr
Sharon said he was ready for “painful compro-
mises” to make peace with the Palestinians,
but he stressed he would not negotiate “under
the pressure of violence and terror.”

He said Israel must also seek peace with
Syria and Lebanon, but gave no ideas on how
he would do this.

Egyptian foreign minister A.Moussa said he
hoped Mr Sharon’s statements reflected a
change in his thinking.

“This outstretched hand, however, has to be
free of the anti-peace policies, practices and
statements that marved it before,” Mr Moussa
told reporters in Cairo.

Mr Sharon’s reputation in the Arab world is

based on his hard-line positions on peace
negotiations and his role as a soldier and
defence minister in offensives against Israel’s
Arab neighbours. An Israeli judicial commis-
sion found Sharon indirectly responsible for
the massacre of hundreds of unarmed men,
women and children in Palestinian camps in
Beirut in 1982, and he had to resign as defence
minister.

Mr Moussa said that an end to the five-
month-old Palestinian uprising depends on
IsraeD’s lifting of the siege on Palestinian terri-
tories and on ending ‘“the violence of the
Israeli government.” In Syria, analysts dis-
missed Mr Sharon’s conciliatory tone, saying
his National Unity Government had no chance
of reaching peace agreemenis.

“Sharon will be a disaster on the West Asia
peace process. Nothing shows he is a man of

fArabs have mixed feelings on Sharon’s take-over-, ;)

“His government includes a minister that
has threatened to strike the high dam in Egypt
and a minister that.has demanded the sending
of the Palestinians from the West Bank to
Jordan,” Jabbour added. N ¢

He was referring to infrastruclu}e n}nister
Avigdor Lieberman, who suggested [bombing
the Aswan Dam if Israel is provgked, and
tourism minister Rehavam Zeevi, who advo-
cates the transfer of Palestinians to Jordan.

Imad Shueibi, a political scientist at
Damascus University, said that even if Sharon
was interested in making peace, his govern-
ment would not permit necessary concessions.

“Syria will not go back to the negotiating
table unless progress in realised on the
Palestinian track,” Shueibi said.

In Jordan, government officials said King
Abdullah IT spoke to Syrian President Bashar

peace,” said George Jabbour, a political sdi- d about the prospects for peace in a
ence professor at Aleppo university, N phone call on Thursday. The officials spoke
Syria. condition of anonymity. (4r) /on
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9/\JQ ISRAEL / COALITION GOVT. SWORN IN \//\/

-~ Talks if violence ends: Sharon

JERUSALEM, MARCH 8. On his first
full day in office, the [sraeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon, said
on Thursday he would be willing
to meet the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, for peace nego-
tiations if the current violence
ends.

A smiling, relaxed Mr. Sharon
stood shoulder-to- shoulder with
the outgoing Premier, Mr. Ehud
Barak, at a brief symbolic ceremo-
ny marking the handover of pow-
er a month after Mr. Sharon won
a landslide election victory.

“We're facing a period that’s
not going to be easy,” Mr. Sharon
said. “There are security risks and
diplomatic issues which are far
from simple.” Mr. Sharon and his
seven-party coalition Govern-
ment were formally sworn in late
on Wednesday night, and the new
leader held out the prospect of re-
newed peace talks with the Pal-
estinians. But he repeated his
condition that talks wouldn’t be-
gin until calm was restored.

Mr. Arafat sent a letter congrat-
ulating Mr. Sharon on forming
the new Government and calling
for the relaunching of peace talks
that broke off shortly before Is-
rael's Feb. 6 election, Mr. Sha-
ron’s office said.

“1 believe there must be a just

YOU’RE THE BOSS: The outgoing Israeli Prime Minister,

Mr. Ehud Barak (left), with his successor, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
during a handover ceremony at the Prime Minister’s
office in Jerusalem on Thursday. — AP

and true peace brought about
through a strong desire and a gen-
uine effort to overcome the diffi-
culties,” Mr. Arafat wrote in a
separate letter to Israel's Presi-
dent, Mr. Moshe Katsav.

Asked if he was prepared to see

Mr. Arafat, Mr. Sharon replied,
“I'm ready to meet and to con-
duct negotiations with him, but
that means we have to have quiet
and security.”

Mr. Sharon and Mr. Arafat have
a long and bitter history that goes

back decades. Mr. Sharon’s first
tull day as Prime Minister fell on
the start of the festive Jewish holi-
day Purim. but many Israelis were
afraid to celebrate because of Pal-
estinian bomb threats.

Militant  Palestinians  have
threatened to unleash a stepped
up bombing campaign to coinci-
de with Mr. Sharon’s accession to
power. The Islamic Hamas move-
ment declared it would send 10
suicide bombers to greet Mr. Sha-
ron, and claimed responsibility
for a blast on Sunday in the coast-
al city of Netanya that killed three
Israelis and the bomber.

Palestinians rejected Mr. Sha-
ron’s condition for resuming tatks
and blamed Israel for clashes that
have taken the lives of 423 peopl
most of them Palestinians, in 1%7
months. In the United States, the
White House announced Mr. Sha-
ron would meet the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, in
Washington on March 20 to dis-
cuss ways to end the unrest.

Meanwhile, the Israeli Parlia-
ment voted overwhelmingly on
Thursday in favour of reforming
its election law to abolish the sys-
tem of directly electing the Prime
Minister, a move that could help
the stability of Mr. Sharon's Gov-
ernment. — AP, AFP
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TES\\;EMAROH 3.The Israeli Prlme

Minister-elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon's -

new Cabinet was taking shape to-
day after two small Nationalist ul-
tra-right parties agreed to join the
coalition government, Israeli ra-
dio reported today.

It said the Russian Party, Yisrael
Beiteinu, and the National Union
Party would share two ministries,
plus one post of vice-minister, be-
tween them in the new Likud-led
unity government.

Numerous leading politicians
from the defeated Labor Party
which has also agreed to join the
coalition are opposed to entering
a coalition that includes the na-
tional union because the party
demands the deportation of all Is-
raeli arabs from Israel.

The leader of Yisrael Beiteinu,
Mr. Avigdor Liebermann, has in

_ the past few years repeatedly
. been investigated for a series of

crimes.

So far mr. Sharon has the sup-
port of more than 50 mandates in
the 120-seat nesset  (Parlia-
ment).

Mr. Salah Tarif (left), a member of the Israeli Labor
Party, shares an embrace with senior party leader, Mr.
Shimon Peres, after it was announced that the former
was selected to become a Minister without portfolio in

a national unity Govemment of the Prime Minister-

elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon, in Tel Aviv on Friday. — AP

Ongoing coalition talks with the
ultra-orthodox Shas Party which
has 17 seats and small national
religious party have run into diffi-

2".

culties, press reports said. Mr.
Sharon wants to present his new::
government on Wednesday. —
DPA
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ISRAEL / UNITY GOVERNMENT IN PLACE

W By

Vioien re: Sharon faces uphill task

JERUSALEM, MARCH 7. Mr. Ari
Sharon is stepping into power at
the head of a national unity gov-
ernment that could be Israel’s
most stable in years but faces the
potentially divisive task of con-
fronting five months of Israeli-
Palestinian violence.

Mr. Sharon submits his pro-
posed government later on
Wednesday to Parliament, or
Knesset, and once it wins approv-
al he becomes Prime Minister.
Approval seemed assured since
Mr. Sharon stitched together a
coalition from centre-left to far
right with the support of three-
quarters of the 120-member
House.

The coalition will allow Israelis
“to stand together, facing what at
this moment poses the greatest
danger — the deteriorating state
of security,” Mr. Sharon told his
Likud Party on Wednesday.

But he will have no grace peri-
od. The militant Islamic group
Hamas threatened to greet Mr.
Sharon, considered an archene-
my by the Palestinians, with a se-
ries of suicide bombings.

Hamas said in a statement on
Tuesday that it had prepared 10
suicide bombers — the first of
whom went into action on Sun-
day, when a Palestinian set off a
bomb in the coastal city of Neta-
nya, killing himself and three Is-
raelis. Hamas said its military
wing, the Izzedin al-Kassam, was
responsible.  “The blood of cur
women and children will not go to
waste, and al-Kassam brigades’
response will always be quick and

This combo shows the Israeli Prime Minister and top Ministers of
the new Israeli Government to be presented on Wednesday night.
From top centre clockwise: the Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
Likud Party, the Interior Minister, Mr. Eli Yishal, Shas Party, the
Housing and Construction Minister, Mr. Natan Sharansky, Israel
Ba’Aliya, the Finance Minister, Mr. Silvan Shalom, Likud Party,
the Defence Minister, Mr. Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, Labour Party, and
the Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, Labour Party. — AP

painful,” Hamas said.

Mr. Sharon was unmoved,
blaming the Palestinian leader,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, for inciting his
people to violence and failing to
curb the militants, as Israeli mil-
itary commanders charged that
Mr. Arafat’s allies and command-

ers were involved in attacks. Mr.
Sharon has pledged not to resume
peace talks until the unrest ends.

The Palestinians, meanwhile,
remain deeply suspicious of Mr.
Sharon, whose reputation as a
soldier and politician has been
built on his willingness to con-

front Israel’s Arab rivals. “The
new lIsraeli government must
choose between continuing in the
policy of talks or continuing its re-
cent policy of blockades and siege
and escalation,” said Mr. Nabil
Aburdeneh, a spokesman for Mr.
Arafat.

Overnight, a small explosion
went off in Jerusalem inside a gar-
bage truck, police said. The truck
was damaged but no one was in-
jured.

Though he has not disclased
how he plans to confront the vio-
lence, Mr. Sharon hoped his
broad-based government would
present a united front to shore up
an Israeli populace battered by
failed peace efforts and months of
clashes that have killed 423 peo-
ple.

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate.
Mr. Shimon Peres, the Foreign
Minister, will sit at the same Cabi-
net table with Mr. Rehavam Zeevi,
Tourism Minister, whose party
advocates removing Palestinians
from the West Bank.

Attracting the Labor party of
the defeated Prime Minister, My
Ehud Barak, then adding factior
after faction in the fractious Knes
set, Mr. Sharon (73), hopes to re
main in power where others have
fallen, serving out his term until
mid-2003. He is lIsrael's fifth
Prime Minister in less than six
years.

Only gross mismanagement or
extrernist actions can topple him,
said an analyst. “The Labor

- 8 Map 2




-~ Genocide charge infuriates Turkey

By Kesava Menon \/\“ !

ANKARA, FEB. 28, To those not directly
involved, the efforts by France and
some other Western countries to
make Turkey own up what they call
“genocide” of Armenians in the be-
ginning of the last century might ap-
pear quixotic. Here in Turkey, these
efforts have generated real rage at
this “misinterpretation” of history.
There is also chagrin over the sense
that they have been out- manoeu-
vred.

The French Parliament has taken
measures to make Turkey acknowl-
edge that a genocide of Armenian
Christians took place in the dying
days of the Ottoman Empire. Their
case is that this action constituted a
genocide somewhat akin to the Holo-
caust of the Jews of Europe two dec-
ades later. These moves appear to
have been influenced by the new in-
ternational climate in which coun-
tries (or institutions, as in the case of
the apology demanded of the Church
by the Sangh Parivar) are asked to
verbally rectify mistakes committed
by them in the past. It also appears to
be an amalgam of what a fewish writ-’
er calls the
“Holocaust industry” and of the
more modern ‘‘war crimes indict-

ment” industry.

One knee-jerk reaction thét the
Turks have in respect of thesd charg-
es is that if anything of the s¢rt had
been done by the Ottoman Empire
then it is not something that the
modern Turkish Republic should be
bothered with. Modern Turkey, they
point out, was established with the
explicit objective of erasing the coun-
try's Ottoman legacy. Since this has
been accomplished — since Turkey
has rid itself of the tendencies that
made it undertake such actions in the
past — there is no need to take the
relatively minor step of making ver-
bal apologies and demands on these
lines should be rejected out of hand.

Another, more dominant, stream
of opinion is that Turkey cannot and
should not shrug off its Ottoman leg-
acy. While there was much that was
wrong with the Ottoman legacy
much of that has been erased and
Turkey can now look back on that
period with greater objectivity. This
effort to resuscitate what was good in
the Ottoman legacy, and to see its
faults in clearer perspective, is part of
an on-going programme of emplac-
ing Turkish nationalism in a longer
historical continuum.

Proponents of this view say that
the incidents concerning the Arme-

nian Christians should be seen in
context. They do admit that mas-
sacres took place in Eastern Anatolia
in that period. But, they point out,
this was not just a matter of Turks
massacring Armenians but of people
on both sides killing large numbers of
the others. (Turks claim that over
500,000 of their people were killed
while Armenians say that over a mil-
lion on their side suffered the same
fate).

The Turks particularly refute the
charge that there was anything on the
lines of the systematic, bureaucrat-
ically- administered, racism-influen-
ced programme such as the
Holocaust was.

According to the Turks, these
“massacres’’ took place in a situation
where the doddering Ottoman Em-
pire joined World War I on the side of
Germany and Austria. When Russian
forces, as part of the opposing alli-
ance, invaded Turkey, Armenian na-
tionalists declared their bid for
freedom, made common cause with
the invaders and began a guerilla
war. The Turks claim that the Arme-
nians killed a large number of Mus-
lim villagers — Turks and Kurds — in
the course of this uprising. Faced
with this guerilla war, the Ottoman
authorities did what other national

authorities had done in the begin
ning of the 20th Century when con-
fronted with guerilla warfare. They
transported quiescent Armenians out
of the area so as to deprive the gueril-
las of shelters and bases.

Those Ottoman officials who were
strong and efficient were able to carry
out this relocation successfully. Oth-
ers were not so strong and were un-
able to protect the convoys of
Armenians being re-located. Muslim
villagers who had previously been the
victims of Armenian aggression turn-
ed on these convoys. The very fact
that Armenians continued to live and
thrive in Istanbul and other parts of
Turkey where Ottoman authority was
effective disproves any theory that
there was a state-directed, pre-
planned genocide of the Armenians.
They also point out that neither dip-
lomats nor U.S. missionaries who
were active in the region had record-
ed any evidence of state-organised
genocide.

While the Turks believe that the
truth is on their side they also admit
that they have been put on the back-
foot in the propaganda war. Although
millions of Turks live in Europe and
the U.S. they have not been able 10

match the lobbying effortsof the Ar-
menians.

~
~
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8 Robin Cook mad,
cunning or out of touch? On
17 February, the British
foreign secretary jointly autho-

rised an aerial armada of 80
warplanes to invade Iraq’s
airspace.

They attacked radar sites
and command headquarters.
The raid was demanded by
exaspgrated pilots who, over
the past 10 years, had
exhausted targets in the
existing no-fly zones and were
reduced to “bombing lamp-
posts”.

On. 19 February, Mr Cook’s
cojleague in the More
Important House, Baroness
Symons of Vernham Dean,
told the Lords that the raid
was in “self-defence, solely in
order to reduce the risk to our
aircrews”. .

She seemed unconvinced and
hesitant in her body language.
The Japanese might have
excused Pearl ‘Harbor in
similar terms.

In the meantime, Mr Cook
was proving as risk-averse as
the RAF. Protected by his
whips from hostile fire in the
Commons, he was answering
for his actions in 20 February’s
Daily Telegraph.

His article was headed: “Why
it is in the interest of the Iraqi
people to bomb Saddam.” He
was  more forthcoming than
Jady Symons.
{fThe. case was that Saddam
Hampgein is still a unique
menage to world peace. His
aggehal of non-conventional
weapons is awful. He threat-
ens Kuwait and represses his
people.

By buzzing his borders with
jets and bombs, Mr Cook
claims that Anglo-American
forces have “contained” his
menace. They.have somehow

i
" Unlike the Britisl@
foreign secretary,
SIMON JENKINS would
like to see Saddam
Hussein go, and fast.
Neither bombs nor
sanctions will achieve
this. Ostracism drives
the Iraq i President’s
enemies into exile and
supplies excuses for
the impoverishment of
his people.
What is called for
is constructive
engagement

prevented the complete re-
building of arsenals and de-
terred attacks on Kuwait and
Iraqi dissidents.

The Iraqi President apparent-
ly cannot move his troops by
air to gas the Kurds or strafe
the Shias. As for any collateral
suffering to the Iragi people:
“He alone is to blame.” So, it is
in the Iraqis’ interest for Mr
Cook to bomb them.

I assume that the foreign
secretary is privy to technical
Intelligence not granted to the
rest of us, so I must accept his
premises. If told that a
madman is scheming to

'Containmeént a political pretence

Iraqi lawmakers carrying banners and posters of Saddam Hussein demonstrate outside the UNDP office in Baghdsd,
on Saturday to protest against the recent American-British air strike. Below: British Foreign Secretary Robin Cosk.

unleash a weapon so terrible
that it may wipe me out, I am
all for stopping him. If he
threatens my peace and
prosperity, I have an interest
in curbing him. If he is.
uniquely cruel to those under
his sovereignty and I can
prevent it, then I should.

To Mr Cook, Mr Hussein is
guilty on all these charges. Yet
he has to admit that, after 10
years of containment, Mr
Hussein is still repressing his
people.

Without bombing, he would
have even more chemical and
biological weapons. At a recent
Shia demonstration, says Mr
Cook, “Saddam’s troops open-
ed fire into the crowd, killing
several hundred”.

In which case, what value
containment? Where were Mr
Cook’s brave airmen returning
fire? Mr Hussein’s humani-
tarian abuses, says Mr Cook,
cannot be allowed to continue
unchecked. But they do
continue unchecked. Over-
flights may have limited Bagh-
dad’s room for aerial manoeu-
vre.

But you cannot stop repre-
ssion from the air, only on the
ground. So, it continues.

Mr Hussein is now importing
weapons from every corner of
the globe. He has fibre-optic
radar and anti-aircraft sys-
tems enough to scare Lady
Symons’s pilots. Sanctions
may have made it more costly

But you cannot stop repre-
ssion from the air, only on the
ground. So, it continues.

Mr Hussein is now importing
weapons from every corner of
the globe. He has fibre-optic
radar and anti-aircraft sys-
tems enough to scare Lady
Symons’s pilots. Sanctions
may have made it more costly
to rebuild Scuds and Sams,
but rebuilt they are.

Indeed if these and other
weapons are as dreadful as Mr
Cook says, why are saboteurs
not urgently destroying them?
A few spies and Tomahawks
could surely do the trick, as
the Israelis once showed in
destroying an Iraqi nuclear
installation. The fact is that
containment is a political
pretence, a policy so ineffective
that Mr Cook has periodically
to demand that we “make our
opposition more effective”.

Worse than ineffective, the
policy is blatantly counter-
productive. I was sickened to

— APJPTI

see Mr Hussein’s smiling face
and his spokesman declaring
his “glad heart” at the recent
raid. The raid won Mr Hussein
more friends in the Arab world
.and in the former Eastern
bloc. At home the bombs,
which were bound to kill and
injure civilians, gave him a
propaganda boost and secured
his position as hero and
saviour of his people.

Nor was that all. The raid
split whatever passes for the
wider “Western alliance” and
reduced to absurdity the idea
of European political co-
operation. With Britain so
blatantly a slave to the White
House and the Pentagon, it
ridiculed any common

European defence and foreign
policy. ]

The Russians were handed on
a plate an opportunity to
replace Western influence in
the Gulf, while the Saudis
were again left uncomfortably
exposed. British servicemen
were made to seem half-
hearted, even cowardly, in
battle.

Above all, the raid
demonstrated the
hopelessness of continued

economic sanctions. Mr Cook
has long been their most
macho exponent, constantly
claiming that they work in
containing Mr Hussein. They
do not. Iraq is now selling oil
on the bizck market probably

fuelling Mr Cook’s limousirie
at the same level as prior to
the Gulf War. The UN is
allowing Mr Hussein a
staggering $14 billion a year in
oil money supposedly for food
and medicine, most of which
he is stealing. And Mr Cook
offers him a heaven-sent
excuse for the poverty and
misery of his people: “Western
sanctions”.

In desperation, hapless
British Foreign Office officials
have now invented so-called
“smart sanctions”, embargoes
that hurt only the rich and
powerful. So much for the FO’s
argument that sanctions are
supposed to make the poor rise
and topple a dictator.

Smart sanctions on things
such as air tickets and Scotch
are even dumber than dumb
ones. Mr Cook should hire an
economist. In sanctioned
economies, the rich are rich
because they know how to
evade sanctions, often using
them to steal from the poor.
All Mr Cook’s sanctions, like
his bombs, are unsmart. They
merely cement Mr Hussein
and his regime in power.

Yet let us stand back a
moment. Let us remember
Confucius and
underrate the intelligence of
the Opposition. Even the most
half-witted Foreign Office
clerk would have predicted the
manifold results of the raid
They would have been listed

brightly flagged, in Mr Cook’
red box. He is no fool, no
would Downing Street dar
leave him out of touch. So w
had better assume somethin
else, that Mr Cook is mor
cunning than he seems.

The Foreign Secretary holds
that Mr Hussein is a danger to
world peace, but he knows
that neither Britain nor
America has the will to crush
him by the only means
possible, a land war. So the
cunning Mr Cook follows a
different trail. His purpose is
shamelessly to keep Mr
Hussein in power by every
means possible, by bombing,

never -

sanctions, ostracism and
abuse.

This sustains a longstanding
Foreign Office objective, which
is to maintain any regional
status quo, while at the same
time keeping Britain and
America together on the world
stage as lone policemen
against totalitarianism.

On this basis Mr Hussein is
like Slobodan Milosevic, the
monster necessary for a
democratic leader’s crusading
zeal. Mr Cook and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
might think they want him to
fall, but they cannot help
themselves from propping him

up.
. 'Ir"he honest headline on Mr
Cook’s article would have been
the converse of the real one. It
would have read: “Why it is in
the interest of Saddam to
bomb the Iraqi people.”
Unlike the cunnjpg Mr Cook,
I would like to see Mr Hussein
go, and fast. Neither bombs
nor sanctions, dumb or smart,
will achieve this. Ostracism
merely drives Mr Hussein’s

-~
enemies into exile and supp-

~ lies excuses for the impov-

erishment of his people. He
will fall only when Iraq’s
politics are unfrozen and its
relations with the world
normalised. This requires the
political economy to be opened
to external and internal press-
ure.

This policy, once called
constructive engagement, has
often been pursued by the
West, for instance towards the
equally murderous rulers of
Syria, Indonesia and Iran. It
subverts an oligarchy with
freer markets, freer movement
of people, media access and a
reinvigorated middle class. It
also makes spying easier.
British policy leaves Mr
Hussein with his weapons and
his terror, his wealth and his
excuses intact. Bombs are
pinpricks.

Sanctions isolate him and
make him even more paranoid
which, if Mr Cook is right, is
truly dangerous. Since the
West has no heart for in-
vasion, there is no alternative
to constructive engagement.
Mr Cook must know this.

Yet nothing in the world is
harder than for a politician to
admit he is wrong.

— The Times, London.
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(lffwl Sharon 0/

‘wants shift ug‘
"’l/S-Israell th

JERUSALEM: Israel's Prim
Minister-elect Ariel Sharon, who is
slated to meet US. Secretary of
State Colin Powell this weekend,
-| says that Israel and the U.S. should
shift the focus of their relations
away from Israel’s peace-making
efforts with the Palestinians.

In a speech on Thursday to the

conference of presidents of major
American Jewish organisations, Ms
Sharon said too much attention to
| the Israel-Palestinian issue has
- damaged bilateral relations.
i With an eye on his Sunday meet-
mg with Mr Powell, his first face-
'to- face contact with a top repre-
sentative of the administration of
new US. President George W
Bush, Ms Sharon called for a
change in empbhasis.

“In the past too much focus was
placed on the (Israel-Palestinian)
peace process, which is very impor-
tant, but as a result, bilateral rela-
tions suffered,” Ms Sharon said.

“We must concentrate on th
those common issues betweén
Israel and the US;" includpfg a
coordinated struggle agai
rorism, he added. (arp)
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e WES'I' ASIA / POWELL DELINEATES U.S. POLICY SHIFT

/

Work “jointly, Sh on, Arafat told

By Kesava Menon

ANKARA (TURKEY), FEB. 25. The U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, today met the Israeli Prime
Minister-elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
and the Palestinian Authority
President Mr. Yasser Arafat, and
tried to impress upon them that
they should both try to contain
the ongoing viclence and that
peace-making was primarily their
responsibility.

In these respects, he was push-
ing the policy of the new U.S. ad-
ministration that it would not be
thrusting itself into the process in
the manner the previous adminis-
tration had done and that it did
not consider that the pursuit of
Israeli- Palestinian peace-making
should be the primary objective
of its West Asian policy. These
policy postulates were put to the
test at the outset of Gen. Powell’s
visit to the region.

Gen. Powell met Mr. Sharon on
Sunday morning and with Mr.
Arafat in the afternoon. At both
meetings, he impressed upon
both that they shared the respon-
sibility to reduce the levels of vio-
lence. It did not appear that either
of his interlocutors was willing to
go along entirely with Gen. Po-
well’s reading of the situation. Mr.
Sharon told the Secretary of State
that he would not initiate talks or
try to ease the economic blockade
of the Palestjnian territories un-
less there wis a complete end to
violence Aor his part, Mr. Arafat
countgfed that it was the Israelis

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, embraces the
Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, as they meet for talks in
Ramallah on February 25. — Reuters

who were more violent and that
he could do little to contain the
violence when the Israelis denied
him freedom of movement.

To an extent at least, Gen. Po-
well seemed to have understood
the Palestinian predicament
when he stressed that easing of
the economic conditions of the
Palestinians must come as a prel-
ude to the ending of the violence
and not the other way around.
Mr. Sharon has been saying that
he would try to ease the economic

hardships if the Palestinians end-
ed the violence.

However, Mr. Sharon’s aides,
and presumably he as well, are of
the view that the economic block-
ade is necessary to make the Pal-
estinians give up the violence.
Gen. Powell did not agree with
this logic and said that while a re-
duction of violence was neces-
sary, it would not end and woul
in fact persist if the econo
conditions of the Palestipfans
were not improved.

QE HIDU

AL

If the new U.S. administration
is seeking to reverse the deep in- |
volvement in the peace-making |
process that the former adminis-
tration displayed, the Palestinians '
are in no mood to oblige. At the '
press conference that he held !
with Gen. Powell, Mr. Arafat took
pains to emphasise that the reso-
lution of the conflict was not just
in the interests of the two parties
concerned but of the region and

of the international community.

Gen. Powell is likely to hear the
same refrain from other Arab
leaders as he tries to enlist their
support for a revival of the har-
dline policy on Iraq and a push-
back of the efforts on the Palesti-
nian-Israeli front. Mr. Arafat also
took pains to point out that it was
the previous Republican adminis-
tration of — and this he repeated
several times — the current Presi-
dent’s father who started the
process with the Madrid talks.
With this emphasis on the Madrid
initiative, and no mention of the
Oslo processes, Mr. Arafat ap-
peared to have also dropped the
references to the seven-year old
processes. Not quite however. Mr.
Arafat siressed that he wanted all
the agreements that had been
signed between his Authority and
1s to be implemented

|
|
|
|
|

éuters reports:

An Israeli motorist was shot in
the head in the West Bank today
while Mr. Arafat was meeti

Jewish settlers said.
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%SRAELI POLITICS / SETBACK TO UNITY GOVT.?

o~
©
By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, FEB. 21.Mr. Ehud Barak’s prospects of
rehabilitation as a leader have been consid-
erably damaged by the political gymnastics he
has indulged in since being defeated by Mr.
Ariel Sharon in the special Prime Ministerial
election held two weeks ago.

On the night of his defeat, Mr. Barak an-
nounced he was taking a time-out from poli-
tics, then held prolonged discussions with Mr.
Sharon on an agreement for a national unity
government in which he would be Defence
Minister and “finally” last night announced
that he was indeed getting out of politics for a
while. But this seems to be a work in progress
and there may be yet more surprises in the
coming nine days during which Mr. Barak con-
tinues as care-taker Prime Minister.

Mr. Barak’s decision of yesterday to revert to
his decisions of February 6 to resign from the
chairmanship of the Labour party and to give
up his membership in Parliament has thrown
his party into confusion. Technically, the party
should be headed by its secretary general, Mr.
Ranaan Cohen, who could lead Labour into a
unity government with Mr. Sharon's Likud.
But Mr. Cohen is hardly a well-established
leader and the party, as well as Mr. Sharon,
would be fare more comfortable if a senior
statesman like Mr. Shimon Peres was to head
the Labour component of the unity govern-
ment. Mr. Sharon has made no secret of the
fact that he wants Mr. Peres as his Foreign
Minister.

There is some talk in the Labour party of
bestowing a temporary chairmanship on Mr.
Peres. But some of the dovish members of the
Labour party whose support in the party’s cen-
tral committee is essential for Mr. Peres to get
the post are in no mood to form a national
unity government. Without a groundswell of
support for Mr. Peres’ leadership the party
seems slated for an internal struggle when the
central committee convernes on Monday.

The Parliament Speaker, Mr. Avraham Burg,
has already announced his candidacy as has
Labour “hawk” Mr. Benjamin “Fuad” Ben
Eliezer. Also waiting in the wings is Mr. Haim

. Barak not to join .
Sharon Cabinet "

b

Ramon a man with a considerable following in
the labour unions.

In “finally” rejecting Mr. Sharon’s offer, Mr.
Barak said that he doubted Mr. Sharon'’s sin-
cerity since he had not publicly said that only
Mr. Barak would be considered for this post.
This lack of trust discouraged him from taking
up the post since he and Mr. Sharon had di-
vergent views on the peace process and only
mutual trust and respect would enable them to
get along, Mr. Barak said. It is possible that this
was just another display of political naivete by
Mr. Barak, a relative late entrant into politics,

i
i
[
|
I
|
1

but his zigs and zags have cost him a lot of °

respect.
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" One step forward,

#

| tWO steps backg\,‘ifc\\)/

Y

Ariel Sharon's reign has got off to the most
discouraging start, says ERIC SILVER

Israeli voters three things: peace, security and a government

f national unity. Ten days after the hard-right old warrior

registered the most devastating victory in his country's electoral

history, he has achieved one of them, The defeated Labour Party has !
agreed to serve as an (almost) equal partner in Sharon's coalition.
But after a week of escalating violence, peace and security look more
elusive than ever. Few Israelis believe that the presence of the
humiliated outgoing Prime Minister, Ehud Barak, as Defence
i Minister and the 77-year-old serial schemer, Shimon Peres, as

Foreign Minister will bring these goals any closer. \

QI RIEL Sharon's calculatedly soporific campaign promised the

A Yediot Aharonot columaist dubbed the new team a lame, almos
farcical, government. "Its Defence Minister," he wrote, "will be the
man most voters got sick of because of the security situation. Its
foreign minister will be the man who masterminded a peace process
most voters have despaired over. Mr Barak will kill Palestinians for
Mr Sharon, and Mr Peres will carry the can for him." Although Mr
Sharon has yet to take the oath or present his full Cabinet, his reign -
got off to the most discouraging start possible. A leaflet distributed |
by Yasser Arafat's Fatah movement announced last weekend: "The
Sharon era will not be stable and secure, as the criminal Sharon
promised. Our goal is to bring down Sharon and all his settlements.”

Palestinian gunmen intensified their campaign against isolated
Jewish seftlements and military outposts in Gaza and the West
Bank. Israeli troops responded in kind. On Tuesday, two helicopters
rocketed a senior officer in Yasser Arafat's Force 17 bodyguard, who
was accused of heading a cell that mortared the Netzarim settlement
and plotted to kidnap Israeli soldiers. The next day, Khalil Abu Alba,
a Palestinian driver, ploughed his bus into a crowd of Israeli soldiers
and civilians waiting for a lift on a main road south of Tel-Aviv. The
carnage shredded whatever remained of Mr Sharon's softly, softly
strategy for a long-term interim deal.

He hoped to silence international critics and separate the mass of
Palestinians from the militants by relaxing the siege that is
estimated by the UN to have cost the Palestinian economy $1.5
billion since the Intifada erupted at the end of September. With
current losses running at $8.6 million a day, the Palestinian
Authority is so bankrupt that a cheque it paid recently to the family
of Mohammed Al Dura, the 12-year-old boy killed in October,
bounced. Khalil Abu Alba was the kind of Palestinian worker Mr
Sharon planned to foster.

A 35-year-old father of five, he had worked for five years for an
Israeli bus company, ferrying day labourers from Gaza to jobs
around Tel-Aviv. The rampage undermined the Israeli myth of the
"non-political" Palestinian who cared more about feeding his children
than fighting the Zionist enemy. If men like Abu Alba cannot be
trusted to travel and work among us, Israelis asked, who can? Yet
Mr Sharon, has no alternative peace policy.

The damagé“was compounded by Mr Arafat's reaction. First, the
Palestinian leader dismissed it as a traffic accident. A spokesman
later expressed regret, but only after US Secretary of State Colin
Powell read Mr Arafat the riot act. At the same time, the
Palestinians persisted in accusing Israel of firing nerve gas and
uranium-tipped shells against civilian targets. Israel denies both,
and the Palestinians have produced no solid evidence.

The liberal daily, Ha 'aretz, said: "Arafat's policy of lies," it warned
on Friday, "could result in long-term strategic damage to the hopes
of the two nations to end the violence and arrive at a stable and
enduring peace”. The alternative, as Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Hamas
leader predicted recently, is "evil, harm and aggression; bloodshed
and massacres". ;

L
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arak, Sharon agree on e

ity government

national

Jerusalem, February 16 \”ﬂ
7

BROAD-based unity gov-
Aernment under prime minis-

ter-elect Ariel Sharon was
taking shape in Israel today, with
outgoing Prime  Minister Ehud
Barak and elder statesman Shimon
~Peres in key posts, counterbalancing
. Sharon's hawkish policies toward
the Palestinians.

In a late-night meeting yesterday, Barak accepted
Sharon's offer to remain in office as defence minister,
and Peres would become foreign minister.

Sharon trounced barak in an election for prime minis-
ter February 6, a vote seen as repudiation of Barak's offer
of far-reaching concessions for peace with the
Palestinians.

Labour party secretary Raanan Cohen said moderates
would have a large voice in Sharon's government. "I
think that with the appointment of Ehud Barak on the
one hand and Shimon Peres on the other, this will be a
government which will determine all the diplomatic poli-
cy," Cohen told Israel Television.

Both sides said agreement was close, with final details
expected to be wrapped up over the weekend. Then
Sharon would approach other partles to join the Labour-
Likud nucleus.

The unity government talks came as Israel buried its
dead from a Wednesday attack, when a Palestinian driver

Sharon

— -

—

rammed his bus into a crowd of
Israelis, killing seven young soldiers
and a civilian. Violence continued
yesterday, when a Palestinian securi-
" ty officer was killed while trying to

infiltrate a Jewish settlement in

Gaza, and Palestinians fired two

mortar rounds at another settlement

there. The escalating violence added

urgency to the coalition talks, but
there was opposition to the results
inside Barak's Labour Party.

Cabinet minister Haim Ramon, a one-time Barak ally
who broke with him before the election, said Barak has
no right to consider joining Sharon's government. "Public
sense requires him to quit" after his defeat, Ramon said.

Barak pledged to retire after Sharon buried him by
nearly 25 percentage points.

Newspaper commentators were highly critical of
Barak's decision to stay in office. In the Maariv daily,
analyst Hemi Shalev called Barak a "knight of no hon-
our," while columnist Sever Plocker wrote in the Yediot
Ahronot daily that Barak reached "the lowest level of
credibility ever recorded by a prime minister in Israel or
any other democratic country.”

The Labour Party central committee must approve an
agreement to join Sharon's government. After Barak's
resounding defeat, approval for his move was not certain.

But Cohen told Israel Television, "whenever Barak and
Peres appear together, the party gives its approval."(4P)

Barak

[

l
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ISRAEL / UNITY GOVT. TAKING SHAPE

f

FBarak to join S

Y\q Ao
MANAMA (BAHRAIN) FEB. 16. [srael’s care-taker
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, is to serve §s
Defence Minister in the Cabinet of Mr. Ari
Sharon, the man who has been elected to re
place him. With Mr. Shimon Peres also ex-
pected to join the Sharon Cabinet as Foreign
Minister there is hope that the national unity
Government to be formed will not deviate too
far from the “peace option” that has been
pursued for the past few years.

At the same time, Israel has been left be-
dazzled by Mr. Barak’s political gymnastics
that one commentator has dubbed "a back
flip with a double twist™.

Mr. Barak took his decision to join the Cabi-
net, and presented the guidelines according
to which the coalition Government is to oper-
ate, before a committee of his Labour party
yesterday. He urged the committee to ap-
prove the deal and is likely to repeat the plea
when the central committee of the party
meets to consider the issue after the week-
end.

Between them, Mr. Barak and Mr. Peres
have enough clout within the central commit-
tee to win approval for the deal but some of
the left-wing Labourites are so opposed to
any co-existence with Mr. Sharon’s Likud par-
ty that they might resign from Labour. Labou-
rites such as Mr. Yossi Beilin are expected to
join hands with other leftist and pro-peace
parties to set up yet another organisation in
Israel’s political firmament.

With the Likud Labour agreement in his

hands, yharon has taken a giant step to-

By Kesava Menon

wards thg’formation of a unity Government

ron Cabinet

that will also include right-wing parties
though perhaps not the most extreme of
these.

According to a report in Haaretz Mr. Barak
has given up his demand that two policy |

points should be included in the coalition
agreement. Mr. Barak had wanted the coali-
tion agreement to enshrine that the Palesti-
nians would be allowed to set up a state and
that Israel would dismantle isolated Jewish
settlements.

In response, Mr. Sharon was said to have
dropped his “red lines”, or the limits which
he would not cross in dealing with the Pal-
estinians, from the draft of the coalition
agreement. The “red lines” were that he
would not negotiate while the violent uprising
continued, that he would never recognise any
right of return of the Palestinian refugees and
that he would never divide Jerusalem.

The non-inclusion of these policy points in
the coalition agreement does not mean that
either side has abandoned its known posi-
tions. It is just a matter of putting these mat-

ters aside while focusing on the areas in

which the could find agreement. .

Each and every one of these issues is bound
to become the subject of endless bargaining
within the coalition.

With the right wing parties bound to con-
tribute their voice to the debate it would be a
wonder is some party or the other did not
soon tire of the cacophony. For the present,
however, Mr. Sharon is expected to form a
Government in whigh his Likud will have
eight Ministers, incjdding himself, and the La;
bour seven.
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i RE\ are three great
- curren fault lines ronn-
ng vugh West Asia:

unsetiled! no longer nego-
d, issue of the Israeli
sion of the Syrian terri-
of Golan Heights; the now
spended negotiations over
e future and nature of a
alestinian state; and the long
unresolved threat from Sad-
dam Hussein to both the peace
of West Asia and the world/’

By dlecting Ariel Sharon, the
Israeli public have in effect de-
cided to toughen up on all
three issues, confident that
military might - will .contain
them and that even a worse
case seenario of a rejuvenated
Trag President with weapons
of piass’ destruction can be
kept in its box by Israel's
preparedness, if all else fails,
to unleash its nuclear wea-

ns. ) :

1t is an almighty gamble and
the cost of losing is indescrib-
‘ able. Tf there were a war in
| West Asia involving weapons
| of mass destruction, civili-
"sation would probably be set

back 100 years.
Not only would it-involve the
physical  destruction of

millions of innocents, it would
destroy the heartland and
bomeland of three of the
world's great deistic religions
and have repercussions that
would tear at

wder keg

-Bush. Yet all the indications

No bigger problem is dr
desk of  President  George

are his new administration
has not ‘absorbed thie fullness
of the change of mood and, in
as much as it understands a
part of it, is depending on its
old reflexes — a5 with last
week's: decision ‘to: increase.
funding for Mr Hussein's
ineffective Opposition in exile
to see it through.

If years of negotiation have |

produced so little, it is perhaps
time for some unilateralism,
both by the protagonists and

also the heavyweights in the
TIN Socurity Cowneli - -
The plaice to start is Trag, with /
a joint decision by the Western
powers to rewrite the poitg;r
The economic ones should be
throwh away and, stripped to
the essentials, there should be
a tight embargo on military
hardware, remembering that
it was under the benign era of
Ronald Reagan, Margaret
Thatcher and Francois Mitter
and that Mr Hussein pur
chased most of his formidable
arsenal. :
This would not solve the
problem of the potential for Mr
Hussein's aggression but it
would limit the damage his
still broken-backed military
can inflict. It would clear the

air and work

the soul ~of to-keep Arab
both Europe ] opinion on the
and  North W [ side of the Pa-
America, not ! lestinian pea-
least because £0 process.
they are now Second - to
home to mill- this should be
ions of adher- a joint ann-
ents to the auncement by
Jewish and %}e’ three
Tslatmic faiths. ——— estern
All this is 0 FNINONAURARKOMISIE ~ powers that
say the ob- they consider
vious. Yet it is ' the Oslo nego-
clear that the efforts of tiations, with its concept of
outsiders, not least Bill Clin- incremental step-by-step with-
ton's rigorous and time-con- drawals of Israel from Pales-
suming commitment have not tinian turf, dead. c
born fruit. Instead: of Tsrael seeking a
Israel has elected as Prime formal peace ment that

Minister a right-winger whose
bloodstained history is the
living embodiment of the
unforgiving, unreconciling, un-
compromising and avengeful
Jew. And it became very
apparent in 2000 that neither
the allied war against Irag a
decade ago, uor the aggressive
sanctions that have followed it
, have succeeded in under-
mining Mr Hussein's regime,
despite being responsible in
| their ham-fisted application
for veducing tc penury ordi-
" nary Iragis leading, as Unicef
claims, to the unnecessary
deaths of over half a million
children.
As for Syria, earlier hopes
that with the passing of Hafez
al Assad, his son's regime
would be more open to com-
promise have proved unreal-
istic. Arab governments feel
that theiy investment in the
peace process has been under-
mined by the election of Mr
Sharon and ‘their reticence,
already on a fast ebb, about
making life easier for Mr
Hussetn, is all but diminished.
For 10 years, since the defeat
of Irag and the commencement
of the Oslo peace process, West
Asia has lived on hope. That is
gone, and in its place is a vac-
uuwm in which almost any-
thing, including the worst,
could happen.- ,

will make Israel’s withdrawal

from the occupied territories |

possible, they should make it
clear that in their opinion
Tarael should announce that it
was deciding ‘unilaterally to
withdraw so that a peace
treaty should become possible.

Yes, it would doubtless be
done on Mr Sharon's mini-
malist: conception of what 1o
forego, yet if it is eoupled with
a preparedness to recognise a
Palestinian state oh what
territory they have so far ac-
quired it would be psycho-
logically a big step forward.

If Mr Sharon is not prepared
for this step and instead elects
for the status quo and military
confrontation then Europe and
the USA should make it clear

that Israel is on its own, even
to the point of winding up the
hefty amounts of American
aid. As for the Golan Heights,
Syria will only negotiate ‘?ggt
it feels the tide of Arab opinton
has turned; it will not
negotiate to improve that
climate.

The West Asia "order’ of the
last decade is gone. A new way
of approaching old problems
has yet been devised. But time
is very short and the fuses
lying around are even shorter.

‘Sometime in March or-even a

month -later, some big new
decisions have to be made.

C A
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WEST ASIA / SECURITY OFFICIAL KILLED IN FIREFIGHT

W

Israel seals off Palestinian areas

JERUSALEM, FEB. 15, A Palestinian security offi-
cial trying to infiltrate a Jewish settlement was
killed in a firefight with Israeli troops early on
Thursday, a day after a Gaza Strip bus driver
plowed into a crowded bus stop in Israel and
killed eight young Israelis.

In response to the hit-and-run bus attack,
the deadliest in Israel in four years, Israel
sg/aled off the Palestinian areas by air, land and
sea.

. The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, re-

turning to Gaza City from abroad, renewed
allegations that Israel was largely responsible
for the upsurge of violence.

Asked about the U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush’s appeal that Israelis and Palestinians
try to calm the situation, Mr. Arafat said: “I
thank him (Bush), but he must know that we
are not the ones who used depleted uranium
or poison gas or helicopters or shells or
tanks.”

Mr. Arafat has repeatedly alleged that Israeli
soldiers are using depleted uranjum ammuni-
tion and poison gas against Palestinians, a
charge the Israel has denied.

The Palestinian leader warned that “this es-

calation does not only endanger peace, but
also stability in the area.” Israel has said that
while the Palestinian Authority was not direct-
ly responsible for the bus attack, it has incited
against Israel and encouraged such killings.

The attack prompted widespread anxiety in
Israel about the future relations with the Pal-
estinians, With peace taiks unlikely to resume
in the near future, some warned the two sides
were sliding into a full-fledged confrontation.

“It is a strange war in which there is both
shooting and talking, in which it is impossible
to figure out what the front lines are...and
whose goals are murky,” wrote the commen-

Palestinian workers, lining up at an Israell checkpoint to enter the Erez industrial area,

o

run for cover as their frustrated co-workers hurl rocks over the adjoining wall and Israell
soldlers fire warning shots in the air on Tuesday. The crossing point was fully
sealed off on Wednesday. — AP

tator, Mr. Sever Plotzker, in the Yediot Ahronot
daily.

“But nonetheless, it is a bloody, gory war.”

In nearly five months of Israeli-Palestinian
fighting —— mostly gun battles, stone throwing
clashes and sheoting ambushes — 401 people
have been killed, including nearly 330 Palesti-
nians and several dozen Israelis.

The bus attack accelerated efforts by Israel’s
two rival political camps, led by the Prime
Minister-elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon, and his de-
feated predecessor, Mr. Ehud Barak, to nego-
tiate the terms of a joint government. The

negotiator, Mr. Haim Ramon, of Mr. Barak’s
Labour Party said on Thursday that an agree-
ment was close.

Mr. Sharon and Mr. Barak have already
agreed on the outlines of a peace programme,
aiming at another interim accord with the Pal-
estinians, instead of a full peace treaty.

Mr. Barak, meanwhile, was expected to an-
nounce shortly whether he would accept Mr.
Sharon’s offer to serve as, Defence Minister.

— AP




WEST ASIA / PALESTINIAN OFFICIAL KILLED

A near-war situatj

By Kesava Menon \(\5) /\ b

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), FEB. 13. The kﬂling today of
a senior Palestinian security official, when his
car was blown by a rocket fired from a hel-
icopter, has again brought into focus Israel’s
policy of resorting to selective assassinations.

Israel argues that it is in a near-war situation
and that there is nothing else that they can do
against senior cadres who direct terrorist op-
erations against them. However, human rights
groups in Israel and outside it alike question a
policy which in effect imposes death penalties
without the victims being afforded a judicial
process.

Col. Masood Ayyad of the Force 17 that has
special responsibility for protecting the Pal-
estinian Authority President, Mr. Yasser Ara-
fat, was killed in the Gaza Strip today when the
rocket smashed into his car. Four Palestinians
travelling in a vehicle behind were injured.

Swiftly admitting responsibility for the at-
tack, an Israeli army spokesman said Col. Ay-
yad was an operative of the Hizbollah who had
ordered at least five terrorist attacks on Israel
including a mortar attack on the Israeli village
of Kfar Darom yesterday. The Palestinian Au-
thority has denied that Col. Ayyad had any
links with the Lebanese group Hizbollah.

Palestinians had not got over the killing of a
physician, Dr.Thabet Thabet, by an Israeli hit
squad in the West Bank some weeks ago. Dr.
Thabet was associated with the Palestinian
Red Crescent and was also actively involved in
“track two” talks with Israeli peaceniks.
Though Dr. Thabet was a member of the PLO’s
dominant faction Fatah, the Palestinians have
denied the Israeli accusation that Dr. Thabet
was directly involved in some of the violent
attacks carried out by the faction’s militant
arm Fatah Hawks. Even the Israeli peace camp
and media bad been disturbed by the killing int
front of his family. Another senior activist of
Fatah had beert” killed by a helicopter-
launched rogket in November.

!

, says Israel

A fireman extinguishes fire from a buming Palestinlan car after a missile attack
by an Israeli helicopter near Jabali camp in Gaza Strip on Tuesday. — AP

The Israeli Deputy Defence Minister, Mr.
Ephraim Sneh, who spoke to CNN after Col.
Ayyad’s killing, defended actions of this type
as the last resort. Mr. Sneh said Israel had tried
its best to arrest those suspected of involve-

ment in terrorist strikes whenever it was pos-

sible and had indeed apprehended Col.
Ayyad’s son only days ago. But where they
were unable to arrest terrorist master-minds
they had no choice but to eliminate them en-
sure the security of Israelis, he said.

The problem here is that though both sides
talk in war-like terms, it is not an all out con-

flict in which the targeting of the leadership on’

THE HINDU
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either side is perhaps justified. This is after alt
a situation in which the leadership of the two
sides send and receive greetings and are in-
sisting that they will soon resume negotia-
tions. If it is a civilian conflict, should the
normal rules not be applied and the suspects
duly apprehended and brought to justice? But
then, as is general in the combat against ter-
rorism, what is civil society to do when terror-
ists do not follow civilised rules and the
normal machinery of justice cannot be
brought to bear? But these sort of killings fur-
ther inflame the atmosphere and make the
search for peace all the more difficult.
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/”/gharon coalition
~ talks hit i Impasse

Jerusalem, Feb. 12 (Reuters): At-
tempts by Israel’s newly-elected
leader Ariel Sharon to forge a
unity coalition embracing both
Right-wing Likud and Centre-Left
Labour parties has suffered a set-
back, a Labour politician said
today.
“I can say the talks have hit an
impasse,” Labour whip Ofer
Pines-Paz told Israel Radio after
- discussions with Likud on trying

to form a joint platform for peace-
‘ making. “I hope later on the re-
i maining negotiators will bring it
i back ontrack.”

.

e

Prime Minister-elect Sharo ,\
1

has pledged to form a nationa

unity government with Labour to
gather a broad base of support to
tackle Palestinian protests
against occupation in which hun-
dreds of people, mostly Arabs,
have been killed.

Labour Cabinet minister Ben-
jamin Ben-Eliezer threw his hat
into the ring to head the Labour
Party after outgoing Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak officially resigns,
causing fresh turmoil for a party
battered by Barak’s electoral de-
feat. Failing a coalition with
Labour, Sharon will have to bring
right-wing parties into his govern-
ment by an end of March deadline
or face new elections for premier
and parliament.

Pines-Paz said Sharon has not
really decided “what is the direc-

partners from the extreme right
in too. It won’t work.”

Israeli troops shot dead two
Palestinians in the West Bank
today. Soldiers killed Ziad Abu
Sway when they opened fire on a
bus carrying Palestinian labour-
ers near the West Bank town of
Bethlehem, Palestinian witnesses
and hospital sources said.

Atef Ahmed al-Nabulsi was
shot dead near the West Bank city
of Ramallah and was taken by Is-
raeli soldiers to a military base. Is-
raeli security sources confirmed
Nabulsi had died.

The deaths followed the
killing by Palestinian gunmen of
Jewish settler T'sahi Sasson, 35, as
he drove along a road outside
Jerusalem yesterday. The death
toll in more than four months of
confrontation has risen to at legét
321 Palestinians, 53 Israelis
Israeli Arabs.

The violence eru
September.
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“ MR. ARIEL SHARON, Israel’s new Prime Minis-
ter-elect, is known in West Asia and beyond as a
quintessential hawk in expounding his coun-
try’s position on the issue of waging a diplomat-
ic war for ‘peace’ with the established Arab
states and the Palestinians. His decisive victory,
not really unexpected in the latest prime minis-
terial election in the Jewish state, owes much to
the sound bites of his politics as a no-nonsense
soldier for war and for ‘peace’. It is in some
ways an irony that the man he defeated, Mr.
Ehud Barak, was himself famous for his array of
decorations as a military leader before he took
up the reins of power in 1999. Yet, if Mr. Barak
looks forlorn as he surveys his political Water-
loo, the reason seems to have much to do with
Mr. Sharon’s skill, somewhat unsuspected out-
side Israel, in having conveyed a message to its
voters that a hawk could be relied upon to strike
a deal of uncompromised ‘peace’ with their Pal-
estinian neighbours. Several other factors, all
with intrinsically domestic connotations, ac-
count for the outcome of this poll. However,
Mr. Sharon has signalled his awareness of the
shock that his electoral triumph has produced
across the larger international stage despite a
near-global reach of the sound waves of his
hawkishness. This will explain the post-poll re-
ports of a search by him for allies within the
Israeli centre-left spectrum, which encompass-
es Mr. Barak’s Labour Party, rather than the
right-wing, which is more hospitable to Mr.
Sharon’s political soulmates within and outside
his own Likud. His compulsions centre very
much on the composition of the present Parlia-
ment, which was not dissolved when the prime
ministerial poll was called. However, the Likud
leader appears at this stage to be cognisant, too,
of the need to craft in due course a new govern-
ment that would not look like a cabinet for per-
petual war with the Palestinians and other
Arabs.

It is a welcome sign of political maturity
that the long-serving Palestinian leader, Mr.

' A HAWK’S AGENDA OF ‘PEAE;\

Yasser Arafat, and the Authority, a
hood entity that he heads, are reported\to have
taken the line that Mr. Sharon’s emerg&nce as
Israel’s new saviour is its internal matter.\At the
same time, the Palestinian spokespersons have
let the Likud’s strongman know in quite cate-
gorical terms that there is a condition for any
resumption of the West Asia peace process in
the new circumstances. The marker being
placed by the Palestinians in the diplomatic
sands of West Asia is that the ideas floated by
Mr. Barak should not be abandoned without a
further consideration by all concerned. Some of
the ‘concessions’ that Mr. Barak has made in
recent negotiations, as reckoned by his critics
in Tel Aviv, have raised hopes among the Pal-
estinians that they might be able to exercise a
measure of sovereignty, by whatever means,
over the Arab parts of Jerusalem at a future
date.
\} ’

The Palestinians and t yrians are still
furious over Mr. Sharon’s many ‘anti-Arab’ acts
of omission and commission that included his
perceived role in engineering Israel’s push into
Lebanon and a massacre in refugee camps
there in the past. However, the international
community is keen to ensure that the politics of
anger yields way to a diplomacy of hope. This is
reflected in the comments by the Bush admin-
istration and Russia on Mr. Sharon’s win. As the
man whose controversial visit to a holy site in
Jerusalem had sparked the ongoing Palestinian
‘revolt’ against Israel, the Likud leader will need
to demonstrate statesmanship. His supporters
argue that he stands for a soldier's peace of
ending the Palestinian ‘violence’, as distinct
from the diplomat’s peace, which had been
sought by Mr. Barak in the footsteps of an earli-
er Israeli architect of the Oslo peace process
that the U.S. and Russia had helped to fashion.
Mr. Sharon may have flgunted anti-Oslo cre-
dentials but his new mgz;
the peace option.
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

JERUSALEM, Feb. 11. ~ The
Israeli Prime Minister-elect Mr
Ariel Sharon said he would be
able to forge a political partner-
" ship with the caretaker pre-
mier Mr Ehud Barak’s Labour
Party following a meeting to-
day with his defeated rival.

The two leaders met for an
hour at the Prime Minister’s of-
fice after a first round of transi-
tion talks on Friday.

A team from Mr Sharon’s
Right-wing Likud Party will al-
so hold talks with representa-
tives of Labour Party on the
possibilities of a coalition gov-
ernment.

Mr Barak announced after his
election defeat on Tuesday that
he would quit politics, but has
since been leading his labour
party’s negotiations on a possi-
ble partnership with the Likud
Party.

The call for a national govern-
ment has made gains in the La-
bour ranks, with its endorse-
ment from both Mr Barak and
former Prime Minister Mr Shi-
mon Peres, who is also leading
the negotiations.

Mr Barak remains in charge
f government. affairs until Mr

of tie-up

Sharon forms a coalition in
parliament. He faces a late-

" March deadline.

(The Palestinian leader Mr
Yasser Arafat meanwhile said
he would give Mr Sharon a
chance to show his peacemaking
credentials as violence flared up
in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip today, adds Reuters.)

Arafat sued: The families of
victims of a bomb attack on a
Jewish settler schoolbus in the
Gaza Strip two months ago
filed a lawsuit today seeking
damages of $25 million from
Mr Arafat and top security offi-
cials. L
The bombing killed two Jew-
ish settlers and injured nine
more, including children whose ,
limbs were blown off or mutila-
ted, and triggered massive pu- !
nitive raids by Israeli forces on |
Palestinian targets in the Gaza |
Strip.
Plea to Bush: The Palestini- |
ans today urged the adminis-
tration of Mr George W Bush to
restate Washington’s support
for the international committee
looking into the degdly tide of |
violence that ha
region for
months.
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In the clutches of a hawk? , »

In electing Ariel
Shdron, the Israelis
‘have shown that for
now their security \\
concerns overshadow
their hopes for a
' permanent peace, says
KESAVA MENON.

SRAELIS  HAVE,  broadly-

speaking, two basic ap-

proaches to the central issue

in their political life — the
terms of their interaction with the
Arabs in general and the Palesti-
nians in particular. One is based
on the presumption that the Arabs
are an incorrigible hate-filled peo-
ple who have to be constantly
hammered into place. In the other
approach, greater emphasis is
placed on’the belief that that the
constant resort to force brutalises
Israelis and that it can never bring
a permanent peace. The successful
Israeli politician is the one who
can judiciously mix both ap-
proaches and in his first outing as
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
has proved that he could not.

At the end of a decade of nego-
tiations, moments of calm and re-
newed conflict it is noteworthy
that only the first of the five Prime
Ministers Israel has had in the last
six years, Yitzhak Rabin, was able
to get the mixture right. When Mr.
Barak became Prime Minister in
1999 there were many who were
inclined to see him as Rabin rein-
carnate. Even perhaps better since
he was younger and more vigor-
ous. The favourable comparison
between the second chief of the Is-
raeli army to become Prime Minis-
ter and the first, Rabin, seemed
appropriate more so since both
came from the liberal end of the
country’s political spectrum.

In the initial aftermath of Mr.
Barak’'s humiliating defeat in the
special Prime Ministerial election
held on February 6 the first assess-
ments pointed to the reckless
abandon with which he had pur-
sued a final and comprehensive
deal with the Palestinians as one of
the main causes for his failure.
What was most notable about his
term in office, said independent
analysts and Mr. Barak alike, was
his courage in breaking establish-
ed taboos. He had drawn a vision
of the sort of arrangements that
would permit Israel and the Arabs
to co-exist in peace and promote
the prosperity of both. It weas also
a vision that no lsraeli leader with
solid aspirations of becoming
Prime Minister had ever come
close to articulating before.

Even after the exit polls had
shown that his defeat would be by
1n unprecedentedly huge margin

tionship with the Palestinians
at might have been ahead of its
ime but would eventually prove
the only viable one in the long-
term, Mr. Barak. Others were less
sanguine. Some felt that Mr. Barak
had exhumed deep hidden fears
amongst Israelis and Arabs alike
by forcing them to look at a reality
that neither was ready to contem-
plate. Since the Arabs had rejected
this vision at the negotiating table
and the Israelis at the ballot box it
was probable that the realisation
of this vision had been put off for-
ever, observed some commenta-
tors.

To those not directly involved in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict the
vision authored by Mr. Barak ap-
pears the only realistic basis for an

end to the conflict. If the last de-
tails had been hammered out the
final deal would have created two
states side by side with both hav-
ing secure well-defined borders
and their capitals in Jerusalem/Al
Quds. The Palestinian refugees
might have been granted the right
of return in principle but would
have had to understand that Israel
would have control over the exer-
cise of this right. Israel would not
have ceded sovereignty over the
Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif
complex but in the future, as now,
the Palestinian waqf would have
control over Jewish access to the
Holy Sites.

After Mr. Barak’s deieat by Mr.
Arie}l Sharon there were declara-
tions from the latter’s supporters
that this vision would never be-
come reality. Mr. Sharon'’s victory,
they said, proved that Israelis

Ariel Sharon sits beneath an image of Theodore Herzl,
founding father of Zionism.

would never agree to share cither
the Holy Sites or the whole city of
Jerusalem. They would retain the
Jewish settlements that are em-
bedded in Palestinian territory and
retain control over the Jordan Val-
ley. The kind of state that the Pal-
estinians would be allowed to set

up would at best be one that was |
very limited in power and extend-

ing over little more than the terri-
tory they currently control. Israelis
of the dovish left, who were pre-
paring to join Mr. Sharon’s Cabi-
net said that this was merely his
initial bargaining position and that
he would surely moderate his
stance once he actually began to
govern. Implicit in this view was
the belief that at least a part of Mr.
Barak’s vision could be resurrected
and sooner than was generally be-
lieved.

Also implicit in this assessment
was the belief that the Israeli vot-
ers had not so much rejected Mr.
Barak’s vision as they had puni-
shed him for persisting with it |
the face of Palestinian non-%
ance. There was anger in thefeft at
Mr. Barak's political clumsiness
and go-it-alone style of function-
ing. But there was more anger at
the Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and his
people for rejecting the great con-
cessions on offer.

There was also a decper con-
cern. After all, they said, Mr. Barak
had offered the Palestinians he
maximum that Israel could offer.
In their rejection had the Palesti-
nians sent the message that they
were not interested in co-existence
with Israel? Instead of a vision of
two states for two people were the
Palestinians persisting with their
historical vision of a single Arab
state between the Mediterranean
Sea and the Jordan river in which
Jews would not be welcome?

The Palestinians say that israelis

should have no doubt about their °

intentions since they have made |

the strategic decision for peace. In
recognising Israel at the beginning

of the Oslo processes they had

conceded Israel’s right to exisi.

But the Oslo process had not |
brought them closer to the sub- !

stantial fulfilment of their aspira-
tions and the period since the
negotiations began has actually
been ane during which their socio-
economic conditions have dete-
riorated. They also maintain that
the violence that erupted in their
territories was justified because it
was the understandable reaction
to the lack of progress in the nego-
tiations.

In electing Mr. Sharon the lsrae-
lis have shown that for now their
security concerns overshadow
their hopes for a permanent peace.
It does not appear that the Israelis
will be in 2a mood to think seriously
about the negotiations again for
months to come.




Bush takes cautious

first ste
2y

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.~ Ina
burst of telephone diplomacy,
President Mr George W Bush
called Mr Yasser Arafat for the
first time yesterday to discuss
the West Asia peace process,
his press secretary Mr Ari
Fleischer said.

They talked on the need to
promote peace and stability in
the region and bring an end to
the violence there, Mr Fleisch-
er said. .

Referring to the car bomb at-
tack in a Jewish locality for
which a Palestinian organiza-
tion has claimed responsibility,
Mr Fleischer said: The incident
is another reminder of the need
to create a just and lasting
peace in region.

The Bush administration,
while moving cautiously on a
peacemaking role, has opened a
dialogue with Arab and Israeli
leaders. The immediate aim is
to head off any outbreak of vio-
lence over Mr Ariel Sharon’s

ISRAEL POLL RESULTS

JERUSALEM, Feb. 9. - Mr
Ariel Sharon has got 62.3 per
cent of the votes and Mr Bar-
ak has secured 37.7 per cent. |
in the prime ministerial elec-
tions. Israel’s central election
: commission released the fi- |
'nal results yesterday. Only
62 per cent of the eligible vot-
ers cast their ballots, the
. commission reported yester-
day. The official results will
be issued in a formal ceremo-
ny on Tuesday, commission
spokesman Mr Giora Prodes
i said. From that day, Mr !
' Sharon will have 45 days to
; form a coalition and win par- .
; liamentary approval. — AP
|

election as Israel’s Prime Min-
ister.

US Secretary of State Mr Col-
in Powell and Mr Bush talked
the Middle East to Mr Sharon
on Tuesday.

State departmert spokesman

p on Wgt Asia

. Mr Richard Boucher said US
i efforts at this point was pri-

marily directed to invelve all
concerned parties in the peace
process and take concrete steps
to restrain violence.

“I think the regional parties
appreciate the need to pursue a
regional approach, appreciate
the fact that we want to work
with them to achieve peace in
this region,” Mr Boucher said.
On the entirely diverse stands
of the Palestinians and Israelis
on the peace process, he said
“We will not prescribe the
starting point.

“It is up to the parties to
agree, and obviously the Israeli
Prime Minister-elect Mr Ariel
Sharon first needs to form a
government. As he prepares to
take office, we will consult with
him, we will talk to the Palesti-
nians, we will consult with our
Arab friends.” He said once the
USA has had a chance to con-
sult both sides, it will be in a
better position to participate in
the peace process.

THE STATESHAN
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_BARAK GOES POWN

But Sharon's options Sraot unlimitéd

HE chances of peace in the Mideast appear to have
receded with the election of the 72 year old Ariel Sharon,
an uncompromising hawk. Ehud Barak, to give him his due,
had made peace with the Palestinians his central priority
since coming to power in 1999, which certainly cannot be said
- of his predecessor Binyamin Netanyahu. Having raised
expectations, however, he failed to deliver and in the end
alienated both peacenik and hardline factions in Israeli
society. Palestinians accuse him of harsh measures to curb
the intifada; Barak also played hardball on ceding control
over the al-Agsa mosque and the issue of return of refugees.
Israeli Arabs, 12 per cent of the electorate, turned out heavily
for Barak last time but stayed at home this election. Other
Israelis may have concluded that Barak’s efforts to make
peace have led to an increase in militant attacks and
fatalities, and voted for the only other option. Y4 &4
Sharon was responsible for the push into Lebanon, Israel’s
equivalent of Vietnam, and was indicted for the role he played
in the infamous massacres at the Sabra and Shatila refugee
camps. He has some dangerous ideas about how to put down
the intifada — for example, sending Israeli soldiers into
Palestinian areas to hunt down militants, which would be a
violation of the current peace accords and could well suck
Jordan and Iraq into a wider warn. There are, luckily, other
possible outcomes. Sharon’s first task will be to cobble
together a ruling coalition in the Knesset, whose composition
remains the same as before. Assuming Barak’s Labour Party
does not help him out, he will have to co-opt orthodox
* religious parties with whom he has an uneasy equation — the
secular-orthodox divide in Israeli society is almost as wide as
the Israeli-Palestinian one. If there is another election soon,
as many predict, and the popular Shimon Peres gets to run as
. Labour candidate, Sharon will get a run for his money. That
. prospect, at least, should hold him in check; nobody would
carry more conviction than Sharon if he were to initiate peace
moves and make necessary concessions to the Palestinians.

WATER REFORM

Kolkata survey indicates acceptability

A. SURVEY carried out by consultants on how to improve
olkata’s water supply belies populist premises. It found
. the majority of Kolkatans, including slum dwellers; willing to
pay for improved water supply. Provision of frée water over
* decades has had disastrous consequences all too evident in
the quality of the water. The CMC spends far more than it
receives on water supply, which means there is no money for
maintenance, let alone improving pumps, filters, pipelines
and treatment facilities. In addition, Kolkatans have been
turned into water guzzlers, since there is no incentive for
saving it. This is causing the city’s water table to fall rapidly,
with alarming consequences. Summers already witness
drought-like situations. The presence of arsenic in water is
usually attributed to the collapse of acquifers due to subsi-
dence in the water table. In addition soil gets weakened, '
and cave-ins and house collapses are possible gutcomes. “

Buddhadev Bhattacharya’s suggested solution is-in the old
socialist mould — tax “well-off” people and supply treated
water. The problem is that this will do nothing to encourage
saving — rather, heavily taxing the responsible ones will be
counter-productive. The answer lies in installing water met-
ers and charging according to usage. That people are willing
to pay for clean water is evident in the numbers installing
expensive water treatment units of doubtful utility in their
homes. Cross-subsidies could be incorporated in case of equity
considerations, but the basic principle ought to be that one
says more if one consumes more. There is an important rider.
f watexi) 1meteivingf comes into wide(sipread use, it will become
cceptable only if resources raised are ploughed back into

-eatment facilities for water. The CMC is overstaffed and THE STATESMAN
eds to float a VRS for excess employees. Such measures
uld ensure a supply reasonably free of earthworms, bacilli
arsenic, and effect an immense improvement in general
alth. The technology exists, and funding agencies are will-

7 to financially back the effort. But does the will and orga- 1 0 F E B 2031
ational capability exist in the present ruling dispensation?
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Palestinians back to s

By Kesava Menon \/\ 9 /\

JERUSALEM, FEB. 8. With the land-
slide victory of hardliner Mr. Ariel
Sharon in the just concluded
Prime Ministerial elections, the
proposals put forward by Mr.
Ehud Barak — for a final peace
deal with the Palestinians — are
clearly off the table. The frame-
work for an agreement that has
been outlined so far by Mr. Sha-
ron fall far short of Palestinian as-
pirations. The big question in the
region today is whether Mr. Sha-
ron will show any signs of flexibil-
ity now that he has achieved his
life’s ambition of becoming Iis-
rael’s Prime Minister.

The tone adopted by Mr. Sha-
ron after his election has not been
as harsh as it was feared it would
be. He has emphasised that the
security of “all Israelis” (and by
that he has made a nod to [sraeli
Arabs as well) is his first priority.
But he has also spoken of the
need to live in peace with “our
Palestinian neighbours” and of
maintaining regional stability.
Prior to the election Mr. Sharon
had sent emissaries to talk to the
Palestinians and he is reported to
have received a warm congratula-
tory message from the Palestinian

Authority Presidept, Mr. Yasser
Arafat.
At the eagly’stage of his election

WEST ASIA / BARAK'S PLAN OFF THE TABLE

'\%‘ampaign, Mr. Sharon had taken

uncompromising positions on
three issues while outlining that
he preferred a long-term interim
settlement instead of an immedi-
ate comprehensive one. The Pal-
estinians who were on the verge
of being offered an acceptable
comprehensive deal by Mr. Barak
are impatient to set up an inde-
pendent State and are in no mood
to settle for a long-term interim
settlement. Neither are they
about to concede Mr. Sharon’s
initial positions that Israe] will re-
tain possession of the whole of Je-
rusalem and the Jordan Valley
and that they will not dismantle a
single Jewish settlement.

On the day after his victory Mr.
Sharon said he would work for a
deal that ensured security and
stability but also one that protect-
ed Israel’s vital historical and se-
curity interests. In particular, he
has insisted that he will try to re-
tain Jerusalem as Israel’s eternal
and undivided capital. Although
he has not mentioned the Jordan
Valley and the settlements in spe-
cific terms the phraseology sug-
gests that he has not changed his
positions on these matters either.
Before he even puts his outline for
any deal with the Palestinians on
the table Mr. Sharon is bound to
insist on the restoration of securi-
ty — that the Palestinians stop

The Israeli Prime Minister-
elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
touches the Western Wall, also
known as the Wailing Wall, as
he prays while visiting
Judaism’s holiest site in
Jerusalem’s Old City on
Wednesday. — Reuters

their violent agitation against Is-
rael’s occupation of their territo-
ry.

Indeed, the one clear message
from these elections is that a ma-
jority of Israelis do not want nego-
tiations to continue so long as the
Palestinians persist in their vio-
lence. This view is shared even by
many of those who do not dis-
favour an acceptance of Palesti-
nian demands but switched their
vote away from Mr. Barak be-
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cause he persisted with the nego-
tiations despite the on-going
violence. The Palestinian uprising
has gone so far that it may prob-
ably be impossible for Mr. Arafat
and his officials to curb the vio-
lence, even if they were so in-
clined, unless they can see that
their aspirations are close to be-
ing fulfilled. It is indeed a vicious
circle. The Palestinians are un-
likely to refrain from violence un-
less there is progress in the
negotiations and Mr. Sharon will
find it difficult to resume the ne-
gotiations, even if he is so in-
clined, unless there is an end to
violence.

However, the exigencies of do-
mestic politics might force Mr.
Sharon to make some moves to
get the negotiations re- started.
Given the composition of Israel’s
fractured Parliament Mr. Sha-
ron’s best chance of forming a
stable government is if he joins
hands with the Labour party. The
Labour party is in some turmoil
after Mr. Barak resigned its chair-
manship but there is a strong pos-
sibility that a big enough faction
of the Labour party, even if not all
of it, will join Mr. Sharon's Cabi-
net. Before joining the Cabinet,
however, the Labour will insist on
a coalition agreement that en-
shrines the principle of continuity '
in negotiations. / ‘
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“Hectic efforts
national Go

\

P
Jerusalem, February 8 \‘ 1 \ '1> ment and pass the national budget

FACED WITH a fractured
Knesset  (Israeh  parliament),
prime minister-clect Ariel Sharon
has begun hectic efforts to form &
new coalition government that he
said must be of national unity to
govern the troubled Jewish state.

The 72-year-old right-wing
lecader appointed Likud party
director general Uri Shani to lead
his team in negotiations with the
centre-left Labour party over a
national unity government which is
expected to have a moderate
stance on peace process with the
Palestinians.

Sharon has 45 days - when offi-
cial election results are due to be
announced -- to form a govern-

or face early parliamentary clee-
tions.

"f will work to unify the people of
Isracl, therstore [ wall oo the
Labour parly to jou LS in a nation-
al unity government. In these try-
ing times, unity must be our first
priority. we must address it imme-
diately. We cannot afford to wait
until tomorrow,"” Sharon said.

The hardline Likud chairman
pledged to restore the security of
Israel's citizens and to achieve "real
peace” and stapility m the Middle
East. '

Should Sharon not be able
form a unity government with the
Labour, the prime minister-clect
may need to hold negotiations with
the smaller parties to form a nar-

g3
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on to form
in Israel

row coalition,

If Labous jotas the government,

it is expected o ask for defence

foreign affain and finance portfo-

Hos, politica: observers sand.

On lis first day as prime munis-
ter-elect, Staron vesierday made 2
symbolic vist to the Western Wall,
the holiest site of Judaism here.
and refusec to make concessions
to the Paletinians on Jerusalem's
status.

L am visitag Jorusalem, the car
ttal of the Jevisk people. and the
eternal and adivisibie cupital of
Israel” Sharotsaid at the Wostern
Wall.

(P11

25 injured in
Paris blaze

i“ars, February 8

TWENTY-FIVE  people  were
injured carly today, four seriously,
when a blaze swept through a pri-
vate clinic in Paris, firemen said.

Al S6 patients were evacuated
{rom the clinfe in Saiat-Denis, o
avcthern suburb of the French cap-
ital.

“Adtagether 150 firemen and 60
fire engines were called in to extin-
suish the baze.

The couse of the fire was not
inanediatedy: hnown, It broke out
on the seeend tloor of the building.
destiaving @ treatment reom and
{our other rooms. fire brigade
spokesman Laurent Vibert said.

The ayured were suffering from
smoke inhalation, (AFP)
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Barak suffers humiliating dg\‘eat ny-1b

By Kesava Menon

TEL AVIV, FEB. 7. Mr. Ehud Barak
suffered a humiliating defeat in
the special Prime Ministerial elec-
tion held in Israel on Tuesday,
losing to his sole rival, Mr. Ariel
Sharon, leader of the Likud party,
by a 60- 40 margin.

Mr. Sharon wants to form a na-
tional unity government with the
Labour party and Mr. Barak has
resigned from Parliament, the
chairmanship of the Labour and
intends to take a break from poli-
tics. But all this could form just

Supporters of the Labour Party leader, Mr. Ehud Barak, react after

ISRAEL / /RAB CITIZENS BOYCOTT ELECTlON

the beginning of what could be a
long and intriguing story.

As predicted in the opinion
polls, the turn-out was poor by Is-
rael’s standards with only 60 per
cent of the 4 million eligible vot-
ers casting their ballots. The stan-
dard turn-out in Israeli elections
is about 80 per cent but it is not
clear whether this anomaly
should be taken as casting a shad-
ow over Mr. Sharon’s victory

since many potential supporters
might not have bothered to vote
since the same opinion polls had
predicted his victory by a margin

the first television results showed Mr. Ariel Sharon
- ahead on Tuesday. — Reuters

as big as it eventually turned out
to be.

About 80 per cent of the Israeli
Arabs, who gave Mr. Barak 96 per
cent of their vote in 1999, ab-
stained. Of those Arabs who did
bother to turn up, about 20 per
cent are estimated to have cast
blank ballots. But even if the
Arabs had supported him, Mr. Ba-
rak would have only been able to
reduce the margin of his defeat
since about 10 per cent of the
Jews who had voted for him in
1999 are estimated to have cross-
ed over to his rival.

In a conversation with Mr. Ba-
rak after he had conceded defeat,
Mr. Sharon is reported to have re-
iterated his call for the formation
of a national unity government.
He repeated the theme while ad-
dressing supporters at a rally late
last night.

Analysts here believe that Mr.
Sharon is even prepared to give
the key portfolios of Defence and
Foreign Affairs to Labour if they
would join his coalition govern-
ment. However, as he did
throughout the election cam-
paign, Mr. Sharon refused to ex-
pand on his policy plank or
display the signs of flexibility vis a
vis negotiations with the Palesti-
nians that would be necessary to
induce Labour to extend sypport.

So far, Mr. Sharon has séid that
he wants peace with security but
also that he intends to retain the
whole of Jerusalem and the Jor-
dan Valley in Israel’s possession
and that he will not dismantle a
single Jewish settlement. Unless
Mr. Sharon changes his position,
it is not likely that the Labour will
join his government.

Mr. Barak’s resignation from
the chairmanship of the his party
complicates matters since there is
likely to be a scramble for succes-
sion. One possibility is that La-
bour will temporarily unite
behind the former Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Shimon Peres, so that
they can join the government and
keep alive the process of negotia-
tions with the Palestinians.

If Mr. Sharon is unable to coax

THE HINDU
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Supporters of the Israeli Prime Minister-elect, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
celebrate victory in Tel Aviv on Wednesday.

the Labour to join his govern-
ment, Tuesday’s polf might be
rendered meaningless. Mr. Sha-
ron has to present a fully formed
Cabinet to Parliament within 45
days after Feb. 14, tue day on
which election results will be for-
mally declared. If no Cabinet is
formed by March 30, Israel will
have to go in for another special
Prime Ministerial election by
April 15.

Given the configuration in Par-
liament, Mr. Sharon can theoret-
ically form a government without
Labour. But this would then be a
narrow coalition largely compris-
ing ultra-nationalist and religious
parties all of whom are expected
to make impossible demands for
portfolio and budgetary alloca-
tions. If Mr. Sharon cannot get the
annual budget passed by March.
31, Parliament will stand auto-
matically dissolved and general
elections will have to be held
within 90 days.

Since it is unlikely that Labour
will want to fight a general elec-
tion within a few months of Mr.
Barak’s crushing defeat, they have
an incentive to join the Govern-
ment. At the same time, Mr. Ba-
rak, with his resignation from
Parliament, has removed himself
from contention for any special
Prime Ministerial election that

might be held. Labour might not
be averse to a special Prime Min-
isterial election in which Mr.
Peres is their candidate since the
opinion polls had shown that Mr.
Peres had a chance of defeating
Mr. Sharon if he had been their
candidate.

To further complicate matters,
Mr. Barak will continue as Israel’s
Prime Minister till Mr. Sharon can
get his Cabinet approved and can
legally take over. As care-taker
Prime Minister, Mr. Barak will ex-
ercise all the power and authority
of a regular incumbent in the job.

Traditionally, a care-taker

Prime Minister acts in consulta- .

tion with, and on the advice of,
the person elected to replace him.
But if Mr. Sharon cannot meet the
first of the March-end deadlines,
thep Mr. Barak would be free
from this inhibition.

Wh\ﬂe Mr, Barak cannot stand
in a special Prime Ministerial
election, there is no legal hurdle
to his standing in a general elec-
tion.

If Mr. Sharon is unable to form
a Cabinet by March 30 then Mr.
Barak will continue to wield all
the authority of Prime Minister.
What he could potentially do in

that situation remains an open
question. /




\\\\\Zlon/ hard man o)

THE ISRAELI electorate gave a double-edged victory to' Ariel
Sharon. While the hardiine Likud candidate swept aside Prime
Minister Ehud Barak with an unprecedented margin of over 25
per cent, he did so in large part thanks to the lowest turnout in
Israeli history. In addition, he has inherited a fragmented and
unruly Parliament. Mr Sharon won by a landshide but his man-

. date has been more a product of apathy than fervour. It is no
surprise that he has called for Mr Barak's left-leaning Labour
party to join him in a government of national unity. It is also no
surprise that his victory spcegh was repletc with refere Hees 1o
taking a “new path of peace” and a “realistic peace™. Mr
Sharon and his Likud party do not oppose peace negotiations.
However, the past record of Mr Sharon, a man the Arabs call
“the butcher” for his role 1n the Sabra and Shatila refugee camp

massacres, would indicate an uncompromising stance when it

comes to the territorial concessions a lasting West Asian peace
would require. More immediately, he has strenuously said-he
will hold no talks until the intifada is brought to a halt.\

The Arab world and the international community are quietty
worried about what Mr Sharon plans to do. Most Israeli Jews
believe Mr Barak went more than the extra mile in his negoti-

ations with Yasser Arafat. He offered the Palestinian leader 95,
per cent of the West Bank and Gazs Strip and co-sovereignty |

over Jerusalem. This was spurned as insutficient by Mr Arafat,
especially since Mr Barak combined his soft negotiating stance
with a brutal security crackdown. Mr Sharon has so far insisted
that he will give less land and keep Jerusalem. He has said that
the Palestinians’ strength lies in the fact that thev “need peace
aow less than us”. He would probably scek to reverse this sen-
timent — which would point to even more repression and vio-
lence. Mr Sharon should keep in mind that previous prime
ministers, notably Yitzhak Shamir and Yitzhak Rabin, sought
o bludgeon Palestinian nationalism into submission. It was
Rabin’s failure to do so that paved the way for Oslo.

1f Mr Sharon, the face of radical Zionism. learns a similar fes-
son, it could place the peace process on a more tangible track.
But such an.education is likely to only come with at least gtem-
porary upsurge in violence. The optimistic outlook is yHat with
this election, peace is not dead, merely deferred.
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./.Sharon will be

next PM of Israel

TEL AVIV: Right-wing Likud
Party leader Ariel Sharon on
Wednesday scored a landslide vic-
tory over Prime Minister Ehud
Barak to become the

any territorial concessions to the
Palestinians over the status of
Jerusalem and vowed to strengthen
and consolidate a united Jerusalem,
the capital of Israel and

eleventh Premier of Israel.

Mr Sharon, who
trounced Mr Barak by
around 24 points in a stun-
ning turnaround, called for
establishment of a nation-
al unity government to
restore security to Israel
and peace in West Asia.
Mr Sharon said, “I call
from here for the estab-

Sharon

the eternal capital of the
Jewish people.

Conceding victory to
Mr Sharon, Mr Barak
told a huge gathering of
disappointed, yet cheer-
ful supporters that he had
full respect for the peo-
ple’s verdict. “Friends we
have lost the battle, but
we will win the war. Our

lishment of a national unity govern-
ment, as wide as possible. I call on
the Labour Party to walk together
in true partnership on the difficult
path to peace and security”.

The prime minister-clect urged
the Palestinians to cast off violence
and return to the path of dialogue
and solving the conflicts by peaceful
means. But, in his speech to cheer-
ing supporters, Mr Sharon ruled out

path is the one and only path, the
path that will lead Israel to peace
and security,” an emotional Mr
Barak, flanked by his wife Nava,
said.

“The voters have spoken and 1
respect the verdict of democracy,”
the Prime Minister said amid
cheers and emotional scenes. 7
P Victory may thwart peace

process, Page 12

Ajay Jadeja
challenges BCCI

NEW DELHL: Cricketer Ajay
Jadeja on Wednesday challenged
in the Delhi high court the
BCCI’s decision to ban him for
five years from playing for the
country as well as the notice from
the government regarding with-
drawal of his Arjuna Award. In a
more than 800-page petition,
Jadeja also sought quashing of
the CBI report which had indict-
ed him for his alleged involve-
ment in match-fixing. (/1)

Shah’s bail

plea rejected

MUMBAL: The bail plea of dia-
mond merchant and film financier
Bharat Shah was rejected on
Wednesday by special judge A.P.
Bhangale, who said that investiga-
tion must be allowed to be com-
pleted. Granting bail at this stage
might result in influencing wit-
nesses and tampering with the
progress of investigation, the
judge said. But sources close to
Shah said the order would be
challenged in the high court. (P 3)
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Sharon’s Victog
i

By Jal Taraporevala(_\ \-
MUMBAI: The election of hard-
line Likud leader Ariel Sharon as
Israel’s Prime Minister has fur-
ther complicated the search for
peace in West Asia. Given his ide-
ological predilections, the restive-
ness in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip and the current reluctance
of the new U.S. administration to
get actively involved as a media-
tor, Mr Sharon is likely to adopt
an even tougher stance towards
the Palestinians than that pursued
by his predecessor, Ehud Barak.

Mr Sharon can be expected to
insist that the negotiations on a
final status accord with the
Palestinians will not be continued
from the point at which they were
left off by Mr Barak.

Some Israelis will now be more
emboldened to argue that unless
headway is soon achieved in the

ace process, the Sharon govern-
ment should unilaterally disen-
gage from parts of the Palestinian

may thw

territories and formally théoYpo-
rate the remaining areas in{o the

Jewish state.

Besides, it will not be surprising
if there is an increase in Jewish
settlement activity in parts of the
West Bank and the Israeli securi-
ty forces coming down more firm-
ly on Palestinian protesters. As a
result, the scale of unrest in the
Palestinian territories could well
increase in the near future.

= HEWS ANALYSIS ==

The odds are that Mr Sharon
will not find the going smooth.
Maintaining a working majority
in the Knesset will test the politi-
cal skills of the new Prime
Minister.

After all, the Likud Bloc has far
fewer parliamentary seats than
the Labour Party and a number of
small and religious parties togeth-
er account for a sizable propor-
tion of the representation in the
Knesset.

Although Mr Sharon is not

Cce HI’&CQSS

keen about actively pursulag the
peace process, he will not find it
easy to ignore the consistent find-
ings of opinion surveys which
indicate that nearly 60 per cent of
eligible voters support the idea of
continued efforts to advance the
search for a final status agree-
ment with the Palestinians.

This means that the election of
Mr Sharon does not signify a pos-
itive endorsement of his policy
prescriptions, rather a negative
vote against the style of function-
ing of Mr Barak.

Moreover, the current stand of
the Bush administration notwith-
standing, Washington could adopt
a fairly active role in West Asia if
tensions on the ground increase.
Apart from the challenges on the
foreign policy front, Mr Sharon
will have to tackle such cruciai
issues on the domestic stage as
economic renewal and the pres-
sures that are bound to be placed

on him by some of the spall and
orthodox parties. /(m

ped
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Sharon

Jerusalern, February 6

ITH JUST hours betore

polls open for Isracls
leadership clection, hard-

line challenger  Ariel  Sharon
looked set to storm to victory over
carcktaker Prime Minister Ehud
Barak as deadly violence flared
again in the Palestinian territories.
Barak, on the back foot only 21
months since his cuphoric victory
over Benjamin Netanyahu, told
voters they faced a clear-cut choice
today between war and peace,
while Israeli officials warned of
possible attacks after the vote.

The Isracli army said one of its
soldicrs was killed in an exchange
of fire with Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip, bringing to 396 the
number of people who have lost
therr lives during the four-month
cyele of bloodshed.

Sharon, who was 19 points ahead
according to a poll broadcast yes-
terday on Israeli TV, has vowed not
to negotiate with the Palestinians
unul the violence is brought 10 5
halt. Apparently contideni ot clee-
tion victory, the Likud feader
stayed off the campaign trail yes-
terday.

Both candidates made  fast-
minute appeals in the op-eihing
Yediot  Aharonor newspaper o

Israel's 4.1 mithon votcis, whi ge-

o the polls tor the tirst ume i
their nation’s history to clect «
Prime Minister without also choos-
ing a new parliament.

"We must decide f borwecr o
and peace there will be anothier
bloody war, its outcome unknown.”
Barak wrote. "A moement before
sou decide, remembor when
goverament makes such tragi
takes. ultimately the bovs are the
ones buried - not the government.”

Jerusalem  travel agent Anat
Azouiay, 27, said she would not
vote. "Barak is not good. We are
not in o safe situation,

"Every day someone s kitlod,

s[gt tomr{)}np homo

WA

lraeli right-wing prime ministrH candidate Ariel Sharon casts

Fae

=

his

vote in Beit Hakarem near Jerusatem on Tuesday Prot o 2

“Azoutuy sad j2r T haren, b
will muke war again.

Ishamine militmes threatened
bomb attack in el Avies and one
of  Pufostiman leader Yasset
Arafats licutenants in the West
Bank, Marwan Barghouti. predict-
ed today would be a "day of rage,”
with large-scale demonstrations
against Israel.

"The message we want to send to
the istacli society with the demon-

sralions s e ug

P

ue, regardioss of who the Pran
Minister of I W e
sharan o
ofteis to the Paloane
astate i the Wess Boae e o
Strip and parts of feensiiom

The polls opencd wt Q200G
today and close at 2000GMT when
both major TV stations were plan-
ning W announce projected resulis
based on axit polls

sand,

"
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the chance of peace
be lost this week in West
Asia? On Tuesday, Israel
is electing a Prime Mi-
nister; from the opinion polls, it seems
almost certain he will be Ariel Sha-
ron. There are widespread fears, not
least in Israel, that this will lead to
the breakdown of the peace process.
Almost all Arabs distrust Mr Sharon
and regard him as a war criminal,
responsible for the Shatila massacre.
His recent remark that he did not "eat
Arabs for breakfast" has done nothing
to reassure them.
A breakdown in the peace talks
would be the greatest single threat to
the stability of the world. Last week, I
went to Egypt to find out how serious
this risk appeared from Cairo's
viewpoint. The Egyptians have been
the hosts for the final round of peace
talks; they themselves made peace
with Israel a generation ago.

In population and military power,
Egypt is the largest Arab country.
Cairo is one of the world's greatest
cities, comparable to London, Istanbul
or Beijing, and is the communications
centre for the whole Arab world. Cairo
has its own historic culture, now
about 7,000 years old, 5,000 years old-
er than London. I talked to Dr Ossa-
ma El-Baz, President Hosni Muba-
rak's chief foreign policy adviser. L had
last seen him in the mid-1970s, after
the 1973 war and before the Camp
David accord. He then held the same
position; he was the chief foreign
policy adviser to President Anwar Sa-
dat.

It is the only occasion I have ever
interviewed the same official, in the
same post, after a 25-year interval.
The modest Dr El-Baz is a legendary
figure in the diplomacy of West Asia
peacemaking.

I went with Christopher Ruddy, the
conservative American journalist who
founded the news portal NewsMax.
com. Many of the questions which
were discussed had an American
connection. If Egypt has been the
Arab broker of peace, since the days of
President Sadat, the USA has been
the political force.

Dr El-Baz defined Egyptian foreign
policy as being primarily concerned
with four issues: the peace process,
other issues of peace in West Asia,
terrorism and regional co-operation.
Egypt has a national commitment to
peace, for its own sake and because
the Egyptians want to get on with the
development of their own country. I
remember Sadat saying very much
the same thing 25 years ago.

1 t;gund myself intrigued by the way

Ara

o0, P
in which Dr El-Baz, who% spent

most of his adult life in the diplomacy
of West Asian peacemaking, saw the
present stage of the negotiation, now
that it has been suspended. He feels
real progress is being made, right up
to the suspension of the talks. He
attaches particular importance to
definition. So long as a diplomatic
problem remains undefined, no one
can begin to solve it.

He also attaches importance to the
breaking down of taboos. If both sides
feel so passionately about a particular
problem that they cannot even dis-
cuss it, no progress can be made. As a
professional peacemaker, he feels that
the most difficult problems had been
discussed; it proved possible to bring

them into the open. He also felt that

they had been defined.

Each side now has a clearer under-
standing of the real position of the
other side. There are inevitably areas
in which disagreement still re-mains.
But there are also areas in which the

b vi

ew of Ariel threal

A breakdown in the West Asia peace talks will be
the greatest single threat to world stability. The
possibility of Ariel Sharon's victory prompts
WILLIAM REES-MOGG to find out how serious this
risk appears from Cairo's vantage point

possibility of developing a solution
has become more apparent.

The three most difficult problems to
solve are security, Jerusalem and the
right of return of Palestinian
refugees. Dr El-Baz considers that
security Israel's  defence
requirements — may in some ways
prove the most difficult, though
Jerusalem probably has the greatest
emotional charge. He said many Pa-
lestinians, who would have a po-
tential claim as refugees have made
their own lives in Jordan or else-
where, which they would not want to
exchange for an uncertain future in a
country where they would always be a
minority.

The interview became more sombre
when we passed from the discussion
of the peace issues to the prospect if
Mr Sharon becomes Prime Minister.

We had been repeatedly told by other
Egyptians that "no Arab will ever
trust Sharon". This is particularly im-
portant at the street level, which
always has strong political influence
in Arab societies.

Dr El-Baz said some delay in the
peace process would have been
inevitable, to allow the new US ad-
ministration to develop its policy. He
thought that a Sharon victory would
also hold up the process and that
would be the best thing one could
hope for.

His main concern is that the gains
made so far in the negotiations should
not be thrown away. The conse-
quences if anybody were to renege on
the agreements that have been reach-
ed so far could be very serious. It could
cause greater instability and bring
the whole area "back to a state of

Top: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Egypt's President HosniMubarak at a meeting

in Sharm el-Sheikh, last Monday. Above: An Orthodox Jew walks past a poster of Likud
Party's prime ministerial candidate Ariel Sharon in Jerusalem on Sunday. — AP/PTI

war". Dr El-Baz clarified that warn-
ing: "Nobody expects all-out war, but
limited war cannot be ruled out."

In that event, Egypt would not
violate its treaty obligations to Israel.
But Dr El-Baz believes that there are
strong countervailing forces which are
likely to prevent such a disastrous
outcome from occurring. Plainly, a
return to near-war conditions in West

Asia would hurt US interests. The
weight of American influence will
necessarily support the continuation
of the peace process. In Israel, even if
Mr Sharon were to take an extremist
position, which cannot simply be
assumed, he would have to carry
other people with him, including the
Israeli armed forces, which Dr El-Baz
described as "not crazy”.

We also discussed the question of the
UN sanctions against Iraq. These are
unpopular in Egypt; Iraq has been
winning the propaganda war and the
Egyptians are sympathetic to the
plight of Iraqi children. Dr El-Raz
feels there is need for better definition
Sfﬂl thbee cliyéxeditions in which sanctions

i ifted. Iraq could not expect "

free ride". °

The conditions must include the
questions of nuclear and biological
weapons. He feels the regime is using
sanctions to discipline its population
and that Iraq is suffering from lone-
liness and isolation of the position. I
met other Egyptians of the same cha-
racter as Dr El-Baz. Egypt is a count-
ry with everything to lose from war
and much to gain from peace. It has a
culture of great depth, psychologically
and historically.

I regard Dr El-Baz as a wise man
who has spent his life trying to save
West Asia from itself, from the.da-
mage that follows from its own great
rivalries.

It is valuable to have the company of
an American Internet journalist.
Britain is popular in Egypt. It is the
largest foreign investor; British and
Egyptian policies on peace are closely
aligned. But it is America which
counts, the one superpower, the
friend of Egypt, the protector. Most
Egyptians wanted to ask about
American politics and American tech-
nology. Many Egyptians are fasei-
nated by the Internet; a live Internet
entrepreneur is a figure of great in-
terest to them. Egyptians also focus
on the influence which shapes Ame-
rican power and its use in West Asia.
They feel American policy is influen-
ced too much by the Zionist lobby.

All Arabs think that. They know The
New York Times is the most influen-
tial newspaper in the USA, that it
addresses a Jewish audience in New
York, and is owned by a Jewish
family. Most Egyptians are not antj-
Semitic. They Bave a strong tradition
of tolerance, but fear the power of this
lobby.

They were asking whether the fact
that most American Jews had voted
for Al Gore might mean George W
Bush would have greater political
freedom. Ruddy said American Jews
have very different views. Many of
them distrust Mr Sharon as much as
any Egyptian does. He spoke of the
diversity of American life, including
American Jewish life. The Egyptians
listened with interest. They still want
peace. They still fear Ariel Sharon.

— The Times, London./ L
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ISRAELI ELECTION / BARAK GOES THROUGH THE MOTIONS

«" Poll outc

By Kesava Menon

BEERSHEVA (ISRAEL) FEB. 5. For anygh accus-
tomed to the tumult and noise of Indidn elec-
tion campaigns, the canvassing prodess in
other democracies can appear as pret
affairs. Israel’s domestic politics is ugually
quite turbulent and the lack of public involve-
ment in the campaign for tomorrow’s poll
could be attributable to the fact that the out-
come is virtually certain. But the procedures
and practices followed here are such that even
“normal’”’ elections are a different, more in-
timate, affair.

Israel's Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak,
who is battling heavy odds in his bid for re-
election, came here last night for his two last
public programmes before the polls open on
Tuesday morning. Till even an hour before the
function began few in the rain-swept sleepy
centre of this city seemed aware that the Prime
Minister was visiting the town. Even the taxi-
drivers, the ubiquitous providers of speedy in-
formation, were taken aback at the unexpect-
ed sight of a heavy security cordon around a
suburban marriage-cum-community hall.

“Is Barak coming here?” the driver asked
before muttering, “This is very bad.” He was
upset not because he was a die-hard supporter
of Mr. Barak’s rival, Mr. Ariel Sharon, but be-
cause the Prime Ministerial presence might
disrupt the flow of traffic. Upset because the
Prime Minister’s visit might disrupt the traffic
flow in a part of town where there were only a
few factories that were anyway closed at that
time of the evening. That man, who has not
had to sit in the smog-filled air of an intersec-
tion for an hour waiting for a huge cavalcade
to pass, had no concept of how tucky he was.

It was a relief, and an education, to know
that politicians can go about their business
without disrupting the flow of life or defacing
property.yues appear to be chosen with

The Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak, carries the child of a Russian
immigrant during a rally in support of

his campaign as Labour Party
candidate in Beersheva town on
Sunday. — AP

care for the convenience of the general public,
posters are stuck only on billboards provided
for the purpose and there are no loudspeakers
blasting the air at every corner. Private en-
terprise in the furtherance of either campaign
consists of a couple or three men stringing
banners from traffic lights and youngsters dis-
tributing pamphlets. If campaign events are
low-key, relative to the Indian
experience, they also give a closer sense of
community — of everyone being able to par-
ticipate in an important social process. It is
not just the marriage hall venue that gives the
event the semblance of a large family wed-
ding. There are excited youngsters rushing all
over the place while the elders have that
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expression, of concern carefully masked by
courtesy and bonhomie, of people who wish
the event will go off well. Unlike the mass im-
personal rallies that we are accustomed to in
India here most people at the venue seem to
know quite a number of the others.

Mr. Barak’s first meeting of the evening is
with a group of Russian immigrants. Opinion
polls show that about 90 per cent of the 1
million recent immigrants from the former So-
viet Union now back Mr. Sharon, but these
Russians in Beersheva appear to be very firmly
within the remaining 10 per cent. Mr. Barak’s
pointsman harangues them for a while but
breaks off to let a choir of war veterans belt out
a few numbers. ‘

Some of the youngsters tentatively start a
hora (the traditional Jewish dance) but stop |
with squeals of delight when Mr. Barak walks
in promptly at 7.15 — the time set for his arriv-
al. The rhythm of Israeli electoral politics does
not perhaps allow for the crowding of too
many events into the day but can anyone
point out the last time an Indian politician, at
whatever level, came to even his first meeting
of the day on the set time.

With the music and the spontaneous clap-
ping that greets Mr. Barak’s arrival the scene is
even more reminiscent of the situation where
everyone’s favourite relative turns up for the
wedding. Mr. Barak spends the first ten min-
utes or so shaking hands and exchanging hugs
and kisses. This is not a “leader’” talking down
to his audience but an active regular guy trying
to convince his people. A short punchy speech
later he is off to the adjacent venue where a
more orderly group of Bedouin await him.
From the televised images of a rally addressed
by Mr. Sharon at the same time the atmo-
sphere there does not seem to be very
different — except that Mr. Sharon Jooks more
like a grandfather while Mr. B carries an
“elder brother” image.



SAM KILEY \A
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JERUSALEM, Feb. 4. — The

staunchly secular Ariel Sharon
yesterday emerged as the
unlikely darling of Israel’s
ultra-Orthodox communities.

Massive support and the
promise of special prayers from
the Israeli Orthodox on election
eve may be the prelude to a
crushing defeat for Mr Ehud
Barak in the race for Prime
Minister.

But the religious parties,
which brought down Mr Barak,
will extract a heavy price from
his successor when he tries to
form a government.

Support for Mr Sharon among
the ultra-Orthodox stands at 97
per cent despite his refusal to
end his.backing for a Bill in the
Knesset which would end the
exemption of students at
religious schools from doing

military servwe ccord' g he
a poll conducted by Maariv.

Mr Sharon (72) does npt
observe the Sabbath or wear
skull cap. He has never made
secret of his irritation a
religious laws which affect the
everyday life of Israelis.

Yet last week he got the
endorsement of Mr Ovadia
Yosef, leader of the Shas party.
Mr Arieh Deri, former Shas
chairman who is in jail for
bribery and corruption, too
joined the Sharon campaign,
likening Mr Barak to the
Pharaoh who exiled Jews.

The National Religious Party,
dominated by Jewish settlers,
was always going to back Mr
Sharon, for he is the principal
architect of massive settlement
expansion on the West Bank.

The nationwide opinion polls
may make the elections seem a
foregone conclusion, but less
certain is how long Mr Sharon

-

_Mr Ariel Sharon

can survive once he takes over.
He has made no concessions to

the religious parties ahead of .

the elections, but will need
every one of their Knesset votes
if he is to govern.

“The religious voters'are not
strongly pro-Sharon, they are
strongly anti-Barak, anti his se-
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cular reforms,” Prof Yossi Silhav
of Bar Ilan University School of
Political Geography said.

“Mr Sharon’s problems will
start the moment he tries to
form a government. He will
need the Orthodox to try to
build what will be a slender
coalition,” he said.

Mr Barak’s coalition was
hobbled for months while Shas
haggled for extra funds for its
schools system, and then
crippled when it left his
government in protest against
“unacceptable  concessions”
during the Camp David talks.

Shas still holds 17 seats in the
Knesset and may use its leverage
to extract exactly the same
concessions from Mr Sharon that
it demanded from Mr Barak.

Mr Sharon’s dearest hope is
for a coalition partnership with
Mr Barak’s Labour Party. But
the latter has so far ruled out a
unity government even if some

1aron

of his ministers have signalled
that they would be interested.

Mr Sharon will therefore have
to draw heavily on the 17 Shas
seats and the 10 from United
Torah Judaism and the
National Religious Party to
build his bedrock.

Less than 48 hours before
polls opened in Israel, gun
battles erupted anew in the
West Bank and Gaza strip,
adds AFP.

Palestinians fired at an Is-

‘raeli car near Beit El but no

casualties were reported. In the
Gaza strip, the army shot at
and wounded a Palestinian
trying to penetrate the Israel-
Gaza border overnight.

Meanwhile, a coalition of
Palestinian groups called for a
“day of rage” to mark Israel’s
election on Tuesday and
confirm their commifment to
the Intifada or Palestinian
uprising. -



“Khomeini’s fatwa led
w'fo ‘mass killings’

LONDON, FEB, 4. Children as young
as 13 were hanged from cranes,
six at a time, in a barbaric two-
month purge of Iran’s prisons
on the direct orders of

| Ayatollah Khomeini, accordin
| to a new book by his former
| deputy.

More than 30,000 political
prisoners were executed in th
1988 massacre — a far larger
number than previously

. suspected.

Secret documents smuggled

" out of Iran reveal that, because

of the large numbers of necks
to be broken, prisoners were

" loaded onto forklift trucks in

groups of six and hanged from
cranes in half-hourly intervals.
Gruesome details are

' contained in The Memoirs of

Grand Ayatollah Hossein Ali
Montazeri, one of the founders
of the Islamic regime. He was
once considered Ayatollah
Khomeini’'s anointed successor,
but was deposed for his
outspokenness, and is now
under house arrest in the holy
city of Qom.

Published privately last
month after attempts by the
regime to suppress it, the
revelations have prompted
demands from Iranian exiles
for those involved to be tried
for crimes against humanity.

The most damning of the
letters and documents
published in the book is
Avatollah Khomeini’s fatwa
calling for all Mojahedin (as
opponents of the Iranian
regime are known) to be killed.

Issued shortly after the end
of the Tran-Iraq war in July
1988 and an incursion into
western iran by the Iranian
resistance, the fatwa reads: “It
is decreed that those who are in
prisons throughout the country
and remain steadfast in their
support for the Monafeqin
(Mojahedin) are waging war on
God and are condemned to
axecution.”

It goes on to entrust the
decision to ‘“death committees”
— three-member panels
consisting of an Islamic judge,
a representative of the Ministry
of Intelligence, and a state
prosecutor. Prisoners were to
be asked if they had changed
loyalties and, if not, were to be
executed.

Ayatoliah Montazeri, who
states that 3,800 people had
been killed by the end of the
first fortnight of executions,
includes his own
correspondence with Ayatollah
Khomeini, saying that the
killings would be seen as ‘a
vendetta’ and would spark
opposition to the regime.

“The execution of several
thousand prisoners in a few
days will not have positive
repercussions and will not be
mistake-free.”

The massacres, which came
just before the Lockerbie
bombing, were seen as a sop to
the hardliners at a time when
Ayatollah Khomeini was already
in failing health and the battle
for succession had begun

between fundamentalists and
moderates, He died the
following year.

According to testimony from
prison officials — including Mr.
Kamal Afkhami Ardekani, who
formerly worked at Evin prison
— recently given to United
Nations human rights
rapporteurs: “They would line
up prisoners in a 14-by-five-
metre hall in the central office
building and then ask simply
one question, ‘What is your
political affiliation?” Those who
said the Mojahedin would be
hanged from cranes in position
in the car park behind the
building.”

He went on to describe how,
every half an hour from 7.30
am to 5 pm, 33 people were
lifted on three forklift trucks to
six cranes, each of which had
five or six ropes. “The process
went on and on without
interruption.” In two weeks,
8,000 people were hanged.
Similar carnage took place
across the country.

Many of those in the ruling
council at the time of the 1988
massacre are still in power,
including the President, Mt.
Khatami, who was the Director
of Ideological and Cultural
Affairs.

“The massacre may have
happened 12 years ago, but the
relevance is that these atrocitics
are still happening,” said Mr.
Mohammad Mohaddessin,
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Iranian
National Council of Resistance
(NCRI), the main opposition
group, who was in London last
week to present evidence to
MPs.

The NCRI has prepared files
on 21 senior members of the
regime whom it alleges were
“principal protagonists of the
massacre”’, including Mr.
Khatami and Ayatollah Ali
Khameini, Iran’s ‘Supreme
Leader’. Mr. Mohaddessin will
travel to New York to present
the files to the U.N. and call for
a tribunal to try them for
crimes against humanity.

Mr. Mohaddessin said human
rights abuses were continuing
in Iran despite the election of
Mr. Khatami, who “presents
himself as a reformist”. — €
Telegraph Group Limi
London, 2001 ’
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ISRAELI POLL / VOTERS WARY, BUT MAY BACK SHARON

ﬁ:‘%,Barak up against many odds

By Keyava Menon

TEL AVIV, FEB. 4\ The Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, believes
that the on- going violent conflict
with the Palestinians and the di-
sastrous effect it is having on his
prospects for re-election are the
inevitable accompaniment to the
birth of a new reality. As has
happened very often in the past,
Mr. Barak seems to be dead right
in his assessment of the situation
on the Israel-Palestinian front. Al-
so as has happened very often in
the past, Mr. Barak seems incapa-
ble of making his people see
things his way.

With Mr. Barak almost certain
to lose the Prime Ministerial post
when Israelis vote on Tuesday
there is a wide consensus in the
Israeli political centre that he is an
acute, perhaps even brilliant,
reader of the situation. Opinion
polls still show that 60 per cent of
Israelis support a peace agree-
ment with the Palestinians which
could include an acceptance of
Palestinian demands to the extent
Mr. Barak was willing to go.

There also seems to be a major-
itarian consensus that an agree-
ment on the lines that was almost
worked out is the only sustainable
one. Left wing commentators
have become ever more strident
in their warnings that the entry in-
to power of Mr. Arie] Sharon (Mr.
Barak’s sole rival) and his right-
wingers will have dire conse-
quences. None of this is working
for Mr. Barak.

Under normal circumstances,
Mr. Barak should have been facing
his electorate with two, even
three, solid achievements to his
credit. He did fulfill his promise to
pull his army out of Lebanon with-
in a year of assuming office and
did thereby close a deep wound
which has caused a lot of suffering
to Israeli society.

Mr. Barak's Government is also
credited with having reversed Is-
rael’s economic slow-down. Al-
though his troops have unleashed

An Uitra Orthodox Jew looks at an election poster of the right-
wing Likud leader, Mr. Ariel Sharon, in Jerusalem on Saturday.
Israelis go to the polls in a prime ministerial election on Tuesday
and opinion polls show Mr. Sharon with around 20 percentage
points lead over the Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak. — Reuters

excessive force on the Palestinians
over the past four months, the in-
ternational community still be-
lieves that Israel under Mr. Barak
seeks peace seriously. While the
Arab countries have been cold to-
wards Mr. Barak for the past four
months, he has definitely rescued
Istael from the international isola-
tion it was threatened with under
his predecessor, Mr. Benjamin
Netanyahu.

At the same time, Mr. Sharon’s
horrible record in domestic poli-
tics as in his dealings with the
Arabs is being brought out in alf its
detail in the media. Two of his
chief supporters, and possible
members of his Cabinet, talk of
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bombing Teheran and the Aswan
dam and of ethnically cleansing
the Palestinian territories.

The most that Mr. Sharon is
willing to give the Palestinians is
just a little more than what they
already have (autonomy in 40 per
cent of the West Bank and about
70 per cent of the Gaza Strip). Ex-
cept for the die-hard wishful
thinkers, most Israelis know that
the Palestinians will never settle
for this. Yet, most Israeli are still
prepared to back Mr. Sharon.

To understand Mr. Sharon's ap-
peal, it is perhaps best to begin
with his hardcore right wing sup-
porters and then work backwards
to the centre or even left of the

spectrum. The most hardcore of
them think that Israel can militari-
ly impose whatever solution it
wants on the Palestinians and that
negotiations are unnecessary.

If the Palestinians, backed by
the rest of the Arab world, starts a
war then Israel is quite capable of
seeing them off. Others think that
the Arabs are not prepared to fight
for the Palestinians and that if any
of them are so inclined then Mr.
Sharon's ferocious reputation
would quell them.

The great part of Israel’s centre
that has swung behind Mr. Sharon
have done so in the hope that he
will at least quell the on-going vio-
lence in the Palestinian territories.
They just cannot make the mental
leap to understand why the Pal-
estinians should resort to violence
when Mr. Barak was willing to of-
fer them so many "‘concessions’.
If the Arabs still inflict such vio-
lence on Israel and incite their
children to view Israelis with ha-
tred then there is no point in giv-
ing them concessions, goes the
argument.

There is yet another segment
that recognises that concessions
have to be made and even under-
stand the logic of the Palestinian
uprising. But they are disgusted
with the manner in which Mr. Ba-
rak has responded to the violence,
Unlike the outside world they do
not believe that the Israeli security
forces have used sufficient power.
They think that Mr. Barak’s deal-
ings with the Palestinian Authority
in a context of violence has de-
meaned [srael and made it more
vulnerable.

[ronically Israel’s hasty, if effi-
cient, pullout from Lebanon is
viewed here as further evidence of
Mr. Barak’s weakness.

Mr. Barak could perhaps have
clawed his way back into the con-
test if he had been able to rally the
left wing. Unfortunately for him,
many in the left are disgusted at
the manner in which he has
zigged and zagged while trying to
implement his policies.

7



"Gadhafi to ‘prove’ convict’s innocence

Ak
By Kesava Menon "\\)

TEL AVIV, FEB. 2. Still aggrieved by
the conviction of one of his coun-
trymen for involvement in the
Lockerbie bombing of 1988, the
Libyan strongman, Col. Muam-
mar Gadhafi, has promised that
by Monday, he would reveal evi-
dence that would exonerate the
convicted man.

The Libyan leader made this
promise when he received the
other suspect in the case who was
cleared of the charges by the spe-
cial Scottish court.

Col. Gadhafi accused the Unit-
ed States and Britain of having
applied pressure on the Scottish
court, which conducted its hear-
ings in the Netherlands, to ensure
the conviction of Mr. Abdel Bass-
er Ali Megrahi.

Once he revealed the evidence
that he had in his possession, the
judges on the court would be em-
barrassed, the Libyan leader sajd
(or at least that was the gist of a
message delivered in  much
stronger language).

Col. Gadhafi did not say why he
chose ngt to reveal this evidence
during th#course of the trial even
though another possible track of

K
-

judicial inquiry wasToreclosed on
account of cofroborative evi-
dence from Syri

Col. Gadhafi and dozens of his
countrymen gave a rapturous
welcome to Mr. Lamen Khalifa
Fiham, the co-defendant in the
case and Malta manager of the
lLibyan Arab Airlines at the time
of the Lockerbie bombing. (The
prosecution’s case was that the
bomb that blew up PanAm 103
over Lockerbie was first loaded
onto a plane in Malta and then
transferred to the U.S. carrier).

The Libyan leader has denied
responsibility for the bombing
and has refused to offer compen-
sation for the victims of the plane
crash.

This, despite the U.S. position
that it will not allow the lifting of
suspended sanctions unless the
Libyan leadership accepted re-
sponsibility and offered compen-
sation.

The only issue of compensa-
tion to be considered, Col. Gad-
hafi said, was that of paying for
the 36 Libyans who had died in

the U.S. boptbing of Tripoli in
1986. /

IFEB 2my

The Libyan leader, Col. Muammar Gadhafi (right), hugs Mr.
Lamen Khalifa Fiham who arrived in Tripoli on Thursday after
being acquitted by a special Scottish court in the Netherlands

on Wednesday. — AP
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CAPE TOWN, FEB. 2.The former South Africkn
President, Mr. Nelson Mandela, has criticis
the U.S. and Britain for their resolve to main-
tain the sanctions against Libya, even after the
conclusion of the trial, verdict and sentencing
of the two accused in the Lockerbie bombing
case.

Among the several factors that persuaded
the Libyan President, Mr. Muammar Gadhafi,
to allow the two Libyan suspects to be extra-
dited to the Netherlands to stand trial in that
country according to Scottish law was an ini-
tiative by Mr. Mandela.

Much to the annoyance of the West (and
even more strongly expressed criticism by its
loyalists in this countryj,

Mr. Mandela has gloried in his special

;\* Lift safictions on Libya: Mandela

friendship with the Libyan leader, has wel-
comed him to this country and has himself
made a strenuous journey by the land route to
Libya — all symbolic and material expressions
of this solidarity.

Speaking to journalists in Cape Town yes-
terday evening, Mr. Mandela repeatedly said
that both the U.S. and Britain had agreed that
the sanctions against Libya would be 'lifted’,
and not merely ‘suspended’, when the legal
process was complete. He had expected these
countries to honour and fulfil that undertak-
ing. “For international affairs to be a success,
agreements made must be honoured. Unfor-
tunately, this has not been done. Once agree-
ments are not honoured you are introducing
chaos in international affairs... This is moving
goalposts,” he said.

Mr. Mandela, who said he had spoken to

Col. Gadhafi on Wednesday, also said that he
wanted to discuss the issue both with the 1.5,
President, Mr. George Bush, and the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair. He said Mr.
Blair had been very good in ‘helping me to get
a settlement’” and also heaped praise on the
elder Mr. Bush, the former President. describ-
ing him as ‘a man of integrity’.

It is to be scen whether Mr. Mandela will be -
able to persevere with this objective, given the
increasing indifference to such initiatives on
the part of the 11.S. and Brirain.

His efforts closer home to secure peace in
Burundi, going on now for over a vear, have
not made much headway. An American com-
mentator speaking on the radio this morning
was simply dismissive of¥r. Mandela's crit-
icism of the West ip#fe matter of sanctions
against Libya.
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The unyrecedented trial of two Libyan suspects accused of placing a
time bomb\in the Pan Am flight 103 which exploded over Lockerbie in
Scotland is &ver. One of the accused was found not guilty and discharged
and the other found guilty and sentenced to 30-year imprisonment. The
trial was unique in that it was held in the neutral territory of the Nether-
lands in an area temporarily declared Scotland under the Scottish law.
Meanwhile, Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi has said he would disclose
fresh evidence to prove the innocence of the man found guilty. Normally
Colonel Gaddafi’s assertions would not evoke much credibility. Howev-
er, there is a perception that the second Libyan is also innocent and the
true perpetrators of the crime have not been brought to trial. That the
families of the crash victims feel this way is especially significant. The im-
plication is that authorities in the US and UK are shielding the culprits
for political reasons. So who committed the crime? There is speculation
that the crime may have originated in Syria. In a press conference in
London a day after the judgment, Jim Swire, who represents the
UK families of the victims, gave very persuasive reasons why the crime
could not have been committed by the convicted person. The families
have demanded a full public enquiry into the total circumstances leading
to the crash over Lockerbie.

According to the prosecution, the accused planted the time bomb in
piece of luggage aboard an Air Malta flight. From there it transited
through Frankfurt, where it was transferred to a Pan Am flight on way to
the US via London. The bomb, the prosecution said, had a sophisticated
timer device which could be set for any time up to hundred hours.
Mr Swire pointed out that the plane exploded 38 minutes after take off
from London. If a sophisticated timer had been used, the bomb could
have been timed to explode over mid-Atlantic which would have effec-
tively destroyed all evidence. Mr Swire’s case was that the plane explod-
ed over Scotland because it was triggered by an earlier generation 30-
minute timer which is manufactured in Syria. In other words, the bomb
was placed on the plane in London and not in Frankfurt. Earlier, an
American, formerly in the Drug Enforcement Agency, had written a
book in which he alleged that the bombing was carried out by a Palestin-
ian organisation operating from Syria at the behest of Iranians who
wanted to avenge the 1988 shooting down of an Iranian Airbus by a
US warship in the Persian Gulf. The Syrian government has refused to
cooperate with this investigation. Speculation by many independent
observers is that since in 1990 Syria joined the Arab alliance against Iraq
during the Gulf War, the British and the Americans decided to shield
the Palestinian-Syrian-Iran connection and instead accused the two
Libyans to mislead the world. The verdict of Justice Sutherland and his
brother judges on Wednesday 7ay not have rung down the curtain on

the Lockerbie bombing case.



~ Peace is elusive
Israe]i Prime Minister Eﬁﬁﬁag ifgp{l;:\xfc:n' polls QA@

believed, will be contesting the elections scheduled or Feb-
ruary 6 with his back to the wall. His trump card, namely the
peace initiative with the Palestinians, has failed to pay off and
even the so called moderate opinion in his country is distancing

itself from his efforts to reach some kind of solution. The extrem-’

15t opinion is veering around to challenger Ariel Sharon who has
civen himself a new lease of political life. Barak has described
right winger Sharon as an extremist and dismissed the opinion
poils which have put the latter at least 20 per cent points ahead.
Instead the Prime Minister has dismissed the campaign till date
as little more than a beauty contest relving more on images than
substance, and has promised that this will change ‘closer to the
tinal date. Obviously the vote ini Israel will be coloured by the
peace initiative, and victory and defeat will be seen by the politi-
cal class as a vote for or against Barak’s efforts to reach some
reconciliation with the Palestinidhs. If Sharon wins, the world
can safely presume that Israel public opinion is against peace,
and would like to see military aggression reach its logical con-
clusion. This despite the fact that Ehud Barak’s overtures fall far
short of Palestinian expectations, and have begun to appear more
like holding operations favouring Israel. Palestinian leader Yass-
er Arafat has drawn considerable criticism from his own people
for succumbing to US pressure and spending months in a dia-
togue that was not prepared to concede their rights. All solutions

and formulae have been rejected by the Palestitian Authority, of |

course under pressure from the people, as these have been found
wanting on any number of counts. Now the US stepped in to
rebuke Mr Arafat for hitting out at Israel in a speech delivered at
the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. He accused
Israel of fascist military aggression during the four months and
more of violence that engulfed the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. US state department spokesperson Richard Boucher
cluimed that Mr Arafat’s remarks had no place in the peace
process, although he admitted that both sides were frustrated.
However, Mr Arafat was not wrong in what he said. Impartial
media reports from the concerned region suggest the use of ugly
force by the Israelis against young Palestinians armed with little
more than stones and crude home-made devices. Photographs of
brutal aggression against Palestinian civilians have been printed
in newspapers all over the world creating horror-and public opin-
10n against Israel’s military tactics. Of course the Barak govern-
ment has sought to turn tables by insisting that the Palestinians
have been deliberately using children against their soldiers to
elicit sympathy. This is of course an absurd proposition and does
not even merit comment. The Palestinians, old, young and the yet
to be born, are fired by a rare spirit that comes from being home-
less. The street violence is a manifestation of this. and not a result
of any deliberate manoeuvring as the Israeli propaganda would
seem to suggest. It is true, however, that Mr Arafat is in trouble
with his people with even die-hard supporters questioning his
willingness to continue with a dialogue weighed heavily against
the Palestinians. He is finding it difficult to convince them other-
wise, and his speech at Davos was obviously a direct result of this
pressure. Not much 41 move on the peace front until the elec-
rions 1n Israel are,
expected, after.

r. And given the trend, not much can be -



Palestinian rider
;10 peace talks,,

AG’\‘I FRANCE-PRESSE

GAZA CITY, Feb. 1. — The
Palestinian Authority has said
it is ready to resume peace
talks immediately — on con-
dition the Israeli team has a
mandate for an agreement.

In a statement late yesterday,
the authority said it “is ready
to continue the talks from
today or tomorrow if the Israeli
leadership makes the decision”
and mandates a delegation to
take part, according to the
official Wafa news agency.

However, the Israeli foreign
minister, Mr Shlomo Ben Ami,
said a final accord was not
currently on the agenda.

Sweden emerged as a possible
venue for a snap Arab-Israeli
summit that would try to lock
in gains in the West Asia peace

I process before next Tuesday’s

Israeli elections. '\/‘ @
The EW foreign policy répres-
entative, Mr Javier Solana,
speaking in the FEuropean
Parliament in Brussels, said
“very intensive” contact were
currently underway to get a
summit off the ground.
Troops kill Palestinian: Is-
raeli troops shot dead a 50-

year-old Palestinian man yes- |

terday as he was driving near

the Jewish settlement of Net-

zarim in Gaza Strip, Pales-,

tinian police sources said, adds
Reuters.

Hospital sources said Ismail
Al-Telbani was shot in the
chest. Israel had no immediate
comment. The death raised the
toll to 376 in four months of a
Palestinian uprising against
Israeli occupation. At least 314

Palestinians, 49 Israelis and 13 }
Israeli Arabs have been killed./




“"Lybian gets life
term for Lockerbie

AP & AFP

CAMP ZEIST (The Nether-

. lands), Jan. 31. — A Scottish

 Basset Ali

court today convicted Libyan
Intelligence officer, Abdel
al-Megrahi, of

' murder in the 1988 bombing of
' Pan Am Flight 103 over Lock-

erbie, Scotland, that killed 270
people. It acquitted a second
Libyan defendant.

Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi,
48 was given a mandatory life
sentence, with no possibility of
a parole for 20 years.

In addition, the presiding
judge Lord Rana Sutherland
said he would recommend to the
government that Megrahi be
deported at the end of his term.

The court acquitted a the
Libyan Al-Amin  Khalifa
Fhimah, 44. Both decisions
were unanimous.

Mr Jim Swire, whose
daughter Flora was killed in

' the explosion, collapsed in the

courtroom about 15 minutes
after the verdict was anno-
unced. He was carried out by
other victims’' relatives. He
appeared limp and motionless,
but later recovered and retur-
ned to the courtroom. The 64-
yvear-old  retired  British
physician has attended nearly
every session of the trial. ’

W\ /hombing

Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi (left), and Lamen Khalifa Fhimah. — AP/PTI

“You are discharged and free
to go,” Sutherland told Fhimah,
who clasped his hands together
in thanks and relief.

Megrahi’s attorney, Mr Will-
iam Taylor, told the court that
his client “maintains his
innocence,” an indication he
will appeal the conviction.

The session was adjourned for
three hours, when it was to
reconvene to pronounce the sen-
tence against al-Megrahi. A life
sentence is mandatory under
Scottish law. A detailed jud-
gment was to be released later
and posted on the Internet.

A gasp went up from the
dozens of relatives from the
USA and Britain who were in

the public gallery in the
courtroom. Several brothers and
sisters of the two defendants
also were in the gallery.

The ruling will mean Fhimah,
44, is immediately free to leave
the Netherlands and return to
Libya. Al-Megrahi, 48, has 14
days to file an appeal the verdict,
which could be heard by a five-
member tribunal at the former
military base at Camp Zeist.

The other judges sat and stared
straight ahead, motionless, as
Lord Sutherland pronounced the
verdicts.

Then the courtroom endured a
seven-minute silence while the

clerk recorded minor y
ments t%e indictment.
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They live so close to each other, but the hostility is intense. In J erusale‘m, aza and the

West Bank, the peace process hangs on a tenuous thréad of hope, writes

thousands of Right-wing Jewish settlers

and Israclis of the other spectrum of
political opinion gathered around the ancient
wall of the old city of Jerusalem. They were
opposing the handing over of any part of the
city to the Palestinians in a peace deal.

In any case, the peace process is not really
taking off despite the latest round of dialogue
at Taba in Egypt.

Palestinian territories also witnessed angry
scenes on the same day when protesters
marched in support of the Arab refugees’
right of return to what is now Israel — a right
the US has been urging the Palestinian lead-
ership to waive off for the sake of a possible
peace agreement. Similar demonstrations
were staged by refugees in Lebanon, whose
exiled Palestinian population has grown to
about 360,000 since 1948.

‘These are the latest happenings in a series of
bloody clashes since the new Palestinian
uprising broke out at a time when the world
believed that the two sides were coming clos-
er to achieve lasting peace and put an end to
the 52-year-old conflict.

Palestinian protests and clashes with Israeli
troops, which have seen over 350 people dead,
most of them Palestinians, followed the con-
troversial visit of Right-wing Israeli leader
Ariel Sharon to Temple Mount. The sporadic
protests turned into a popular uprising fuelled
by years of frustration among Palestinians
and bo'rn out of Israel’s, occupation of their
territories.

Israel has been in conflict with the
Palestinians since its establishment in 1948
over issues such as land, water and the future
of millions of individuals whose lives have
revolved around perpetual insecurity and vio-
lence. The talks that began with the Oslo
agreement in 1993 were designed to bring
peace and prosperity to the region, but in real
terms the Palestinians are worse off today
than before the Oslo process began. The Oslo
accords have not achieved the desired goals,
partially because these were not implemented
with any sense of conviction.

After the deadlock in negotiations under
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israelis elected
Ehud Barak as Premier in 1999 on the
promise of quick progress towards a peace
settlement. However, the diplomatic efforts

CLOSE TO sunset on January 8, tens of

PLATFORM

have proved too slow and difficult.

After coming to power promising peace,
Barak withdrew from Lebanon and partly
from the West Bank, but he has been under
pressure from the hardliners on retaining the
Jewish settlements, Jerusalem and on the
right of tefugees to return to their ‘homeland’.
Barak’s failure is also evident as Israeli Arab
leaders have made it clear that the majority of
this section are likely to cast blank ballots as
an act of protest or ‘punishment’. This move is
the result of anger felt by the Israeli-Arabs
towards Barak for neglecting their aspirations.

While Israel has always appeared to be the
coloniser, what is lost sight of is the fact that
ordinary people in Israel are longing for peace

while their leaders have played on their fears.

Even Barak, while swearing by peace, has

- used the threat of war for internal political

compulsions.

The peace camp, including the Left, is rela-
tively silent in contrast to the Right wing’s
shrill rhetoric, which has been exemplified by
the massive January 8 rally against a possible
division of Jerusalem. The peace lobby seems
to be confused. It is the hardliners who rule
the streets and public squares.

The impression is that the peace camp has
lost its way. It has put up its hands and has
given up on the election campaign even
before it has begun. And since street politics
abhors a vacuum, the Right wing is successful-
ly filling the space.

Though Barak has promised peace, he could
not curb the settlers’ movement which has
been encouraged by Right-led Israeli govern-
ments in the past and tacitly tolgrated by the
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Left. Mostly financed by overseas Zionists,
the process of settlement expansion has been
relentless and often violent.

Jewish settlers have systematically occupied
territories ever since Israel captured the Gaza
strip in 1967. The peace camp has time and
again slipped into complacency, allowing
affairs to be dictated by hawkish elements.

Arafat has come under pressure from
extremist groups in Palestine. He is also aware
of the political damage he will suffer if the
peace deal is not signed soon. Also, he is
apprehensive over the prospect of dealing
with a government headed by Likud leader
Ariel Sharon whose victory has been predict-
ed by opinion polls.

Coming under pressure from Islamic hard-
liners, such as the massive demonstrations
held by the Hamas, Arafat is unable to stop
the extremist groups from operating freely.
Even his coalition, which consists of small
Leoftist parties like the Fadda Party and the
Palestinian People’s Party (formerly the
Communist Party), appears to be disintegrat-
ing as is evident by statements issued by vari-
ous leaders. Within Farah, Arafat’s own move-
ment, he seemns to be losing authority.

In this chess-game of diplomacy, accompa-
nied by funeral processions and protests, who
is bearing the worst brunt of the situation?
The Palestinian people. The economy is in
shambles. People, villages and towns are cut
off by the Israeli siege in the West Bank.
Everyday life is paralysed. Gaza and other
Palestinian towns, in the midst of overwhelm-
ing poverty and the siege, seem to be living in
a time warp in this era of globalisation.

The current siege is accompanied by an
excessive use of force, of tanks and missiles,
on Palestinian habitats. Amidst this terror and
the simmering angef s not possible to have
any meaningful dialogue for lasting peace.

While Arafat has threatened to declare uni-
lateral statehood if the talks fail, Barak has
not ruled out the idea of Palestinian state-
hood. His electoral fate in February depends
on whether he can clinch a peace deal. In this
scenario, there is no choice but to divide this
bitterly contested land into two states for two
people and make the best of it in order

them a joint Nobel Peace Prize,



W. Asians

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 28. Israel and the Pal-
estinian Authority wound up six-day-long in-
tensive discussions in the Egyptian resort of
Taba yesterday without a final accord, but
with an optimistic declaration that a compre-
hensive settlement of their dispute was within
reach. Besides putting their signatures to this
positive statement, the chief negotiators of the
two sides exhibited the sort of body language
that confirmed their words that progress had
been achieved. Israel’s Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, and the Palestinian Authority
President, Mr. Yasser Arafat, could meet in
Stockholm on Tuesday if a few details are sort-
ed out.

The statement, issued jointly by the two
chief negotiators — Israel’s Foreign Minister,
Mr. Shiomo Ben Ami, and the Speaker of the
Palestinian Legislative Council, Mr. Ahmed
Qorei — noted that the “‘two sides have never
before been so close to attaining an agree-
ment.”” They also stated their belief that “it
will be possible to bridge remaining gaps
when the talks are resumed after elections in
Israel.” The Israeli Minister, Mr. Yossi Beilin,
who was also involved in the talks, said that an
agreement could be finalised within two
weeks when, or if, the discussions are resumed
after the Feb. 6 election for the Prime Minis-
ter's post in Israel.

While the negotiators, especially the Israelis,
said that progress had been made on all the
issues they also pointed out that progress was
not even on all the issues. “Substantive pro-
gress” had been made on some of the issues,
Mr. Ben Ami gafd without specifying which of
the four in issues being discussed was

‘closest’ to
AL L

' Ehud Barak

proving the hardest to crack. According to the
Israeli media, the joint committee considering
the question of Jerusalem had held just one
meeting but it was not clear whether it was
because the two sides were more or less in
agreement or whether it was because the issue
was found to be too intractable.

Mr. Beilin, who was involved in the discus-
sions on the right of refugees to return, said
detailed talks had been held on the compensa-
tion, rehabilitation and/or emigration of the
refugees. From Mr. Beilin’s statements it ap-
pears that Israel did discuss the proposal
whereby Israel would accept (at least in loos-
ely worded language) the pringiple that the
refugees could return while retaining the au-
thority to administer the r
delay it to the point of Mon-fulfilment. The
question of Israel accepring the moral respon-

agreement

\sibility for creating the refugee problem in

1948 was also said to have been discussed.

On the issue of borders, the two sides seem
to have gone well beyond matters of principle
and are looking into such details as the precise
alignment of border lines in separate sectors.

In respect of the security issue, the two sides

are looking into the wording of the agree-
ments to specify what privileges, if any, Israel
will enjoy in terms of permission to station
armour in the Palestinian territories or aover-
fly its air space in the event of an emergency.

If Mr. Barak and Mr. Arafat do meet in
Stockholm they are expected to issue a state-
ment that lays out all that was achieved in the
discussions held at Taba. However, the sum-
mit meeting is contingent on the two sides
coming to a prior agreement on the wording of
the Stockholm Declaration. In recent days, Mr.
Arafat has begun expressing his concerns that
the peace process would come to an end if Mr.
Barak lost to his rival, Mr. Ariel Sharon. In this
context it is quite possible that Mr. Arafat will

respond to Mr. Barak's concerns over the '

Stockholm declaration.

The Taba statement would probably im-
prove Mr. Barak’s electoral chances not so
much for its effect on influencing the non-
committed voter as in galvanising the left and
Israeli Arabs to work for his campaign. Most of
the Israeli Arab parties had declared that they
would be boycotting the poll unless an Israel-
Palestine pact was struck before election day.
In letting his negotiators sign the Taba state-
ment and strike an.optimistic note Mr. Arafat
has signalled to the Israeli Arabs that they
must now

port Mr. Barak in the elections.
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West Asia talks
1y 156t to resume

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 256. The Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, has said that the talks
with the Palestinians at Taba, which were
stalled, would resume today.

The Palestinians appear to have partially ful-
filled his demand by promptly arresting the
perpetrators of the most recent act of violence
against Israelis. Some of the Palestinian nego-
tiators have said that they were ready to accept
one of two alternative plans produced by the
Israeli side. If all these positive things do come
together there is a chance for a deal by the
week-end but if they do not, peace-making is
likely to be put aside for some time to come.

The Palestinian Authority has arrested four
men in connection with the murder of two Is-
raelis in the West Bank on Tuesday but Israel
says it is waiting to confirm that those arrested
are indeed those responsible for the killings.
From the reports, this incident was one of those
unfortunate accideqts that occur in a tense at-
mosphere. -

The two Israeli réstatirhteurs had gone to the
West Bank town of Tuljarm, accompanied by
an Israeli Arab friend, tb buy some pottery. A
group of Palestinian mgn, who spotted the Is-
raelis in a Tulkarm eatihg place, mistook them
for agents of the secretive unit that has been
assassinating Palestinian leaders. They took the
Israelis with them, after chasing off their Arab
friend, to a nearby village and shot them in the
head. The two Israelis were buried today.

In a manner almost unprecedented over the
past three months, the Palestinian Authority
was quick to declare its condemnation and or-
der the police to take action. However, Mr. Ba-
rak, who is involved in an election campaign in
which he just cannot break the two digit lead
enjoyed by his adversary, feit it necessary to
recall three Cabinet Ministers heading the ne-
gotiating team for a day.

With the funerals of the two murdered Is-
raelis over today, the three members of the
peace Cabinet are to return. The Palestinians
were a little miffed that the Israelis had taken a
break especially since they (the Palestinians)
had entered into the Taba talks though one of
their teenagers had been shot dead by Israeli
soldiers just before the talks got underway.
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A=y ILL Clinton is out of it
Band George W Bush is
not yet into it, so the
Palestinians and Israelis are

on their own. That is no bad
thing. The meeting in Cairo is

make-or-break time. If they m@

fail, Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak will surely be
yoted out in the election on 6
February.

If they succeed, the euphoria
unleashed might save Mr
Barak, and save Israel, too. A
future Israel under Ariel
Sharon's leadership can only

be the downward path for both
Israel and the Pales-tinians. It
is a future that goes nowhere.
For the Israelis, it means
more years as an occupying
power that demands for its
gnrecarious survival increas-
ly brutal tactics that
ilitates Israel at least as

: 1! ch as it does its antagonist.
r the Palestinians, it
Meang a future in which there

_ 18 no possibility of economic

1sraeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak (left) talks to Israeli Arab leaders as part of an election campaign visit in the
northern Israeli Arab town of Nazareth on Wednesday. Opposition Likud party leader Ariel Sharon (right] called
on Mr Barak to stop the peace negotiations with Palestinians in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Taba. — APIPTI

advence and a deferral of all
th.27r dreams for the indefinite
fulure.

For their leader Yasser
Arafat, who is fighting off
serious illness, it may mean
literally the end of the road.
For the West, it means the
inevitable radicalising of the
Arab states and, not least,
their political rehabilitation of
Saddam Hussein.

It is, in short, a lose-lose
situation. Yet this is exactly
what many commentators
said after the failure of Camp
David last July.

President Clinton blamed the
breakdown of the talks on the
intransigence of Yasser
Arafat. But we can see in
retrospect that Mr Arafat was
right not to close a deal.

In a short six months, Mr
Barak has advanced the
Isragli negotiating position
even further than the radical
steps he had taken before. Mr
Barak is now prepared to
accept Palestinian  sov-
ereignty over much of East
Jerusalem, whose Arab
neighbourhoods house over
200,000 people and an equally
weighted Palestinian
Authority over the sacred
ground of the historic basin

- which contains the holy sites

of the three monotheistic
religions.

In short, contrary to the long-
held Israeli position,
Jerusalem will remain an
open and undivided city.

Not a bad result for six

months work! Does this mean
Intifada 2 was right? That the
Israelis only bend under the
threat of violence? If so, then
Mr Arafat should continne
until he gets all he wants —
the right of return to Israel of
the refugees driven out of
Israel during the war of 1948
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By JONATHAN POWER

and a removal of Israeli
control of the roads that link
up Jewish settlements on the
West Bank and so on.

Perhaps, there would be an
argument for this if General
Sharon were less than a
month away. But he is all but
assured of victory if peace is
not declared before hand. Yes,
it is an almighty gamble if the
Palestinians forsake some of
their demands and settle now.
Mr Sharon might still win the
election, such is the
resentment among Jewish
voters caused by Intifada 2.

It also means accepting that a
new Palestinian state has only
25 per cent of the land the
Palestinians had before the

1948 war.
Besides, you never know,
General. Sharon might be
another Richard Nixon or
Charles de Gaulle and turn
into a peacemaker once
power.

But measured by how fdr the

Israelis have come since the .|:

Oslo accords were first
fashioned, the Palestinians
have gained far more than any
expert observer said they
would. .

You cannot find one news-
paper article in the West, or
one article in a mainstream
academic journal that even
hinted at the possibility of the
deal now on the table.

Mr Arafat would be playing
Russian roulette if he doesn't
now work to clinch a deal. So
what remains to be settled?
First and foremost, the vexing
issue of the so-called Right To
Return.

The Israelis must concede the
principle of it, even as they
win the right to indefinite
administrative delay for a
majority of the refugees.

If the international commu-
nity plays its part with the
necessary funding, most of the
refugees settled in camps can
be relocated outside of the
Israel that now exists; and
most will want to be, once the
Palestinian leader-ship tells
them bluntly that Israel will

always be Israel. As to the -

land that the Palestinians
have lost to the three large
Israeli group of settlements on

/
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the West Bank that Israel is
intent on keeping — an issue
that tragically and short-
sightedly America never used
its muscle to forestall — a
reasenable compromise is to
give to Palestine another part
of Israel, as Mr Barak has
suggested

—

But it cannot be any old piece :

of land. Israel owes it to the
Palestinians to compensate for

its land-grab policy to pay to

make this new land a viable
economic entity, not to remain
as some isolated piece of
underdeveloped desert scrub.

Israeli justice minister Yossi

Beilin, who initiated the Oslo’
the Israeli side |

accords on

recently said, "We do not need |

new solutions. We need

courage." That's it.

‘more time, nor do we need .



" West Asia: little hope of

L Al
X VAN

TABA (EGYPT), JAN. 22. Getting down to business in
their “peace marathon,” Israeli and Palestinian ne-
gotiators on Monday split up into working groups,
including one tackling the most contentious issue,
the fate of Palestinian refugees.

After morning talks at a hotel in the Red Sea resort,
both sides said the gaps remained wide, but that the
talks were serious and the atmwosphere friendly.

A photograph from one session showed a senior
Palestinian negotiator, Mr. Ahmed Qureia, and three
Israeli officials sitting in a circle in comfortable
chairs, all tie-less and laughing. Pens, notebooks and
a few apples lay on a table in the middle.

The leader of the Israeli team, Mr. Shlomo Ben-
Ami, said that in the unlikely event an accord was
reached before Israel's Feb. 6 election, it would only
be signed after the vote. Mr. Ben-Ami was respon-
ding to criticism by the Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barak's hard-line rival, the Opposition leader, Mr.
Ariel Sharon, who said the Government did not have

* the moral authority to make concessions to the Pal-
i estinians so closc to the elections. Mr. Barak is trail-
. ing Mr. Sharon in the polls by more than 20

|

percentage points.

In the Gaza Strip, meanwhile, an Israeli army
tracker was wounded when a roadside bomb went
off near the Netzarim junction. Israel responded by
closing the main north-south road, cutting the strip
in half.

Despite the blast, Israel eased its blockade of the
Palestinian territories — in effect during four

i months of deadly Tsraeli-Palestinian fighting — and

permitted 16,000 Palestinian workers to return to
jobs in Israel.
Peace talks in the Red Sea resort of Taba began on

breakthrough

Sunday evening, after Israel accepted an offer from
the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, to hold
marathon negotiations.

Mr. Arafat said on Sunday night he wanted to “‘re-
ach an agreement as soon as possible,” and one of
his negotiators, Mr. Nabil Shaath, said the Palesti-
nians opted for “‘a full framework for the permanent
settlement.”

On Monday, negotiators split up into two groups
— one dealing with the fate of refugees, and the
other with the future of Jerusalem, Israeli land con-
cessions and security issues. Such an arrangement
could allow negotiators to make progress on the land
and security issues, seen as less charged than the
dispute over the refugees.

However, Mr. Qureia, the Palestinian parliament
Speaker, said after a morning session of the working
group dealing with land and security that differences
remained on all issues. He said the two sides had not
yet looked at maps.

Mr. Ben-Ami said the gaps were still “consider-
able.” Mr. Barak said in Israel TV’'s Channel Two on
Sunday evening that chances for an agreement were
scant.

Mr. Barak, rejecting a fundamental Palestinian de-
mand, said the 4 million Palestinian refugees and
their descendants would not be given the right to
return to Israel. Israel, with just 6 million citizens,
fears such a return would destroy the country’s Jew-
ish character.

Mr. Barak also said he would never transfer sover-
eignty over Jerusalem’s most contested holy site to
the Palestinians. However, he has not ruled
granting control to a third party. — AP
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W. Asia talks get undef way

By Kesava Menon \,\0

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JAN. 21. The re-
vival of Israeli-Palestinian talks
has come too late for former U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, who
had hoped to sign off his term in
office with a last major signing
ceremony on the White House
lawns. But, if successful, these
talks might occur just in time to
enable Israel's Prime Minister,
Mr. Ehud Barak, to hang on to his
office. Then again, even a peace
deal with the Palestinians might
not be enough to save Mr, Barak’s
premiership.

Israel’s peace Cabinet, that is
the group of Ministers who are in-
timately involved in the negotia-
tions, last night agreed to join the

1 Palestinian Authority in a 10-day
marathon talk to try and clinch a
final agreement. The Palestinian
Authority President, Mr. Yasser
Arafat, had suggested the holding
of this marathon session when he
met Israel’s Foreign Minister, Mr.
Shlomo Ben Ami, in Cairo on
Wednesday. Israel, which was
supposed to respond by Friday,
postponed its decision following
the murder of a youth they be-
lieve was committed by the Pal-
estinians. With last night’s
decision, negotiators represent-
ing the two sides are expected to
begin discussions tonight in an
Egyptian venue either the sea-
side resort of Taba or a site closer
to Cairo.

’\’h Even befolft)l/)e tAks have got

under way unnaméed Palestinian
officials have been quoted as say-
ing that progress, \even break-
throughs, had been achieved on
some of the key issues. The vexed
issue of sovereignty over the Tem-
ple Mount/Al Agsa complex in Je-
rusalem was among the issues
that had either been settled or
were close to being resolved, ac-
cording to these sources. Israel
was also said to have offered fur-
ther land concessions in the West
Bank so as to ensure contiguity
between Palestinian populated
areas.

However Israeli officials have
offered an entirely different per-
spective, insisting that the talks so
far had focussed on ways of end-
ing the violence that has gripped
the territories since Sept. 28 last
year.

From the new line that Mr. Ba-
rak is taking in the campaign for
the February 6 election, it is fairly
clear that he is gambling his fu-
ture on the deal even if it provides
the Palestinians with concessions
that most Israelis had thought
they would never have to make.
Mr. Barak is campaigning on the
line that Israel must give up its
delusions that they can cling on to
most of what they had taken from
the Palestinians since 1967. Final
peace with the Palestinians will
be achieved only if Israel recog-
nises that they will have to make
what they have till now consid-

ered as heavy “concessions”. Mr.
Barak still insists that he will not
sign a deal which includes hand-
ing sovereignty over the Temple
Mount/Al Agsa complex to the
Palestinians and the “right of re-
turn” of Palestinian refugees. But
these are the very issues that have
to be discussed with the Palesti-
nians in the coming talks.

While Mr. Barak apparently
hopes that the deal can be made
and believes that he can still sell it
to his people there might just not
be enough time for him to reverse
the momentum of the election
which is totally against him at this
time. Opinion polls still show that
about 60 per cent of the Israeli
people are still in favour of an
agreement though they are now
aware what that agreement will
entail in terms of “concessions”.

But Mr. Barak still trails behind
his rival, Mr. Ariel Sharon, by al-
most twenty percentage points.
One option for Mr. Barak is to
withdraw from the race in favour
of Mr. Shimon Peres. Israel elec-
toral law permits such a with-
drawal till 96 hours before the
election. Mr. Peres is neck and
neck with Mr. Peres in the opin-
ion polls and though he has a hor-
rible electoral record a
Peres-Barak combination (ie. an
understanding that Mr. Barak will
be Mr. Peres’ Defence Minister) !

might still be a winning ticket. :4
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By Kesava Menpn

MANAMA JAN. 29. If thel trial and
conviction of a leading ideologue,
Mr. Abdollah Nouri, contributed
significantly to the landslide victo-
ry for Iranian reformers in last
year’s parliamentary poll, there is
a strong possibility that the trial of
the Deputy interior Minister, Mr.
Mostafa Tajzadeh, might have a
similar effect on the Presidential
polis to be held on June 8.

The abrupt commencement of
Mr. Tajzadeh's trial is in line with
the institutional changes that Ira-
nian conservatives have undertak-
en so as to hem in the reform
camp before the Presidential elec-
tion. But there is a strong possibil-
ity that the conservatives in their
desperation might be inflicting
wounds on themselves.

An administrative court in Teh-
eran summoned Mr. Tajzadeh to
answer questions pertaining to
the parliamentary poll. When the
proceedings commenced, howev-
er, Mr. Tajzadeh was abruptly in-
formed that the court was not
merely interested in having some
questions answered but had ac-
tually begun to try him on charges
that he had committed irregular-
ities during the parliamentary
poll. After being grilled, he was in-
formed that he had 10 days to pre-
sent his formal reply.

Embittered by their drubbing in
the Teheran constituencies, the
conservatives had attributed their
loss to irregularities committed by
Mr. Tajzadeh who was in charge of

supervising elections in the lra-
nian capital. No voter had made
any protest about the vote nor
were any complaints received by
the dozens of foreign journalists
and diplomats who observed the
poll.

Mr. Tajzadeh is the latest
among a string of strong- headed
reformers that the conservatives
have knocked out of key positions.
Late last year, after months of
strenuous effort the conservatives
got the Information Minister, Mr.
Ataollah Mohajerani, ousted from
his post. They had to enlist the
support of the Supreme Religious
Leader, Ayatollah Syed Ali Khame-
nei, to ensure that Mr. Mohajerani
was packed off. Now it is the turn
of Mr. Tajzadeh who is also under
another indictment on charges
that he was responsible for a vio-
lent student protest in a western
Iranian city last year. In both
cases, the facts have been twisted
to allow the perpetrators of vio-
lence or poll irregularities go free.

If there were any irregularities
in the parliamentary poll, they
were committed by the conserva-
tive controlled Council of Guardi-
an (the body which has an overall
supervisory role) which first de-
layed the announcement of re-
sults inordinately and then
astoundingly over-turned some of
the results to replace reformers
who had won with conservatives
who had lost.

The violence in the western Ira-
nian city also occurred because
conservative gangs attacked stu-

rial may repeat
+| history in lran

dents and two leading liberals
who had gone there to address a
student union conference. After
he emerged from the court-room,
Mr. Tajzadeh said that his own
complaints about vote-rigging by
the Council of Guardians had
been shelved indefinitely by the
courts. He said he would inform
the public about them when he
gets his day in court.

The trial of Mr. Abdollah Nouri
early last year was intended by the
conservatives to be the method by
which they would demolish the
reformers’ philosophically. But
Mr. Nouri put up such a powerful
defence in a trail show live on Ira-
nian television that it turned vir-
tually into the manifesto of the
pro-reform revolution.

In encapsulating as he did all
the main points in the reformers|
agenda and defending them on
sound Islamic revolutionary prin-
ciples, Mr. Nouri gave a powerful
impetus to the reform movement
ahead of the polls. It would be in-
teresting to see whether Mr. Taj-
zadeh will be as successful.
However, given the example of
Mr. Nouri's trial, it is quite pos-
sible that the conservative-con-
trolled electronic media will not
take the same risk again when Mr.
Tajzadeh produces his defence.

In their desperation, the conser-
vatives have launched themselves
on a new ‘tack that the reform
wave of the last four years has giv-

en rise to a neysmood of lasciv-
iousness. .
/N 7 :
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‘Agreement on_
borders in sigh? \

TABA (EGYPT), JAN. 26. Isracli and
Palestinian negotiators began
tackling one of the touchiest is-
sues, the fate of millions of pal-
estinian refugees, in one of
several working groups conven-
ing on Friday in marathon talks
ahead of Israel’s Feb. 6 election.

But any breakthroughs could
be nullified if the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, is de-
teated in the election by his har-
dline opponent, Mr. Ariel Sharon.
Mr. Sharon maintained a double-
digit lead over Mr. Barak in polls
published in lsraeli newspapers
on Friday. Mr. Sharon rejects Mr.
Barak’s compromise offers 1o the
palestinians and says he would
not honour any agreement Mr.
Barak reaches before the election.

The Taba talks resumed on Fri-
day as the Israeli negotiator, Mr.
Yossi Beilin, met the Palestinian
negotiator, Mr. Nabil Shaath, to
discuss refugees. The Palestinians
have been demanding that all ref-
ugees and their descendants,
about 4 million people, be al-
lowed to return to their original
homes in Israel, but Israel bas re-
jected that. Mr. Shaath said earlier
that progress was made on com-
pensation for the refugees.

Other working groups were o
deal with Jerusalem, borders and
security matters. The negotiators
considered adding an informal
session on Saturday, the Jewish
Sabbath, at the lIsracli delega-
tion's hotel in the nearby Israeli
resort of Eilat, with the end of the
talks in sight. Mr. Barak said the
negotiations would end several
days before the election. Mr.
Shaath said the two sides were
close to agreement about borders
of a Palestinian state. He said Is-
rael would get about 4 per cent of
the West Bank, and the Palesti-
nians would receive some Israeli
territory in return. Solution of the
West Bank border issue would
imply agreement about the settle-
ments as well. In public up to
now, the Palestinians have been
demanding a state in all of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip and re-
moval of all the settlements.

The talks had reconvened on
Thursday after a two-day suspen-
sion, Israel’s response to the kill-
ing of two Tel Aviv restaurateurs
bv masked gunmen in the West

Bank. When an Isracli motorist |
was gunned down a few hours af-
ter the talks resumed, Israeli ne- |
gotiators broke off a session, but
Mr. Barak instructed them to re-

sume the negotiations. ~ ., ;
>

Police said volleys } g n}ire
struck the Israeli motorist’s car as
it passed the Atarot industrial
park on the north edge of Jerusa- ‘
lem. Israel radio identified him as
Akiva Pashkos (45), from Jerusa-
lern. Mr. Barak denounced the in- |
cident as “‘a despicable murder.”
In a leaflet circulated in the West
Bank, a branch of the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
group took responsibility for the
ambush. The group named itself
the “Thabet Thabet Brigade,” af-
ter a Fatah leader killed on Dec.
31 in what Palestinians said was
an Israeli assassination operation.
The leaflet said the shooting was
revenge for Thabet's death.

Since violence erupted on Sept.
28, 375 people have been killed, !
including 318 Palestinians, 13 Is- |
raeli Arabs, 43 Israeli Jews, and
one German doctor. ;

Isracti election politics intruded |
on the talks in Taba briefly on |
Thursday as sailboats with com- i
peting messages floated off the “
resort's beach. A schooner piloted
by the dovish Israeli Peace Now
group flew banners encouraging ‘
the negotiators. while three |
smaller vessels carrying signs fa-
vouring Mr. Sharon circled nea
by.

Negotiators watching from the .
beach laughed as the competing
crews shouted at each other, with
Egyptian Coast Guard dinghies
hovering nearby. With a week and
a half to go before Israel’s elec-
tion, Mr. Sharon maintained a
wide lead. A Gallup poll in the
Maariv daily showed Mr. Sharon
ahead of Mr. Barak by 52 to 34 |
percent, on a sample of 509 Israeli |
adults with a 4.5 per cent margin | .
of error. A poll in the Yediot Ahro-
not daily showed Mr. Sharon |
leading bv 49 to 32 per cent. The |
poll, by the local Dalaf agency,
questioned 603 Isracli adults and |
quoted a 4.5 per cent margin of
error. The poll results were vir- |
tually unchanged from previous |
weeks. — AP :
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ERUSALEM, JAN15

T HE Isracli armygd today
it had reimposed a total
clampdown on the Gaza
Strip, which was lifted only last

Thursday follgwing the murder of a
Jewish settler in the Palestinian ter-
nitory.

The army closed down the
Gaza Strip’s airport and main
roads aswell as the Karni and Erez
border ¢rossings to Israel.

Palestinian workers had started
toreturn towork in Israel after the
reopening of border crossings on
Thursday following a successful
joint security meeting Wednesday
between Israeli and Palestinian of-
ficials, an Israeli official said.

The decision. to authorise a

_new shutdown was taken after the
Israeli army found the body of 4
Jewish settler, who was abducted
yesterday night, near the southern

Jewish settlement of Kfar Yam.

R ——

Palestine cancels sect rity meet

cancelled asecurity meeting with

take place today and did not -
know of any future meetings. A

the Israelis for tonight, just one  sessiort * between Palestinian
evening after a failed high-level  leader Yasser Arafatand former
meeting, casting apallontheal-  Israeli Prime Minister Shimon
ready grim chances for a peace  Peres last night had ended with |
deal in US President Bill Clin- the promise of negotiations to-
ton’s final days in office. dayortomorrow. .

“We -have cancelled the Security cabinet. member
meeting after Israel’'s insistence ~ Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, a for-
that it concerns only security is-  mer army Chief of staff, was sup-
sues,” said a high-ranking Pales-  posed to meet with Palestinian
tinian official. “We want to con-  negotiator Saeb Erakat tonight
tinue discussions of a political  at Erez, the main border crossing
nature and not be limited tose-  between Israel and the Gaza
curity,” he added. An Israelioffi- ~ Strip, Israeli radio reported early
cial confirmed nomeetingwould  today.

With just days left for any agree-  apparent kidnapping by shelling

ment, tensions over the disappear-
ance of a Jewish settler has thus
threatened to further endanger a
modest peace goal.

“Israeli tanks responded to the

late yesterday South of Gaza City -

and the isolated Jewish settlement
of Netzarim—one shell landing
about 1.5 kilometre from Palestin-
ian leader Yasser Arafat’s office in

' Israeli tanks

Gaza City, Palestinian  officials
said. _
Firing illumination shells into

- the night sky, Israeli forces closed

mai roads in Gaza and sealed off
all borders to search for the settler,
identified by Israel radio as Roni
Tsalah. .
The man’s car, carrying alocat-
ing transmitter, was tracked to the
Palestinian city of Khan Yunis. Lo-

" cal residents told Israeli radio the

carwasfoundin flamesin tral
square in the city, and settlers said

_the man himself was in thé hands |

of the Palestinians,

Barak’s office said officials had
no confirmation Jate yesterday
whether the man was dead or alive.

Palestinian police said they

lwere helping the Israeli army,

which was sweeping central Gaza
for the missing man. One Palestin-
ian policeman was mjured when
near‘a police
checkpoint ‘ne:

» Palesamanofﬁaalssald Jl%;b;i'




ﬁ31a talks: clashmg claims

‘/’ AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE \-\)\
RAMALLAH (West Bank), Jan. 20. — A high
ranking Palestinian official said today that
“sertous progress” had been made in talks
over the past week and that Israel had agreed
to some territorial concessions..

But an Israeli foreign ministry spokesman
denied that any new concessions had been
made. “We haven’t changed any of our
positions. The main part of talks is how to
reduce violence.” Israel’s peace Cabinet is
expected to meet tonight to answer Mr Yasser
Arafat’s request for 10 days of talks in Egypt.

It delayed its decision yesterday following
-the discovery of a murdered 16-year-old

“Israeli’s body in the West Bank on Thursday. .

The Palestinian official said progress was
ﬁmade in talks between Mr Arafat and Israel’s

e e e g e o | sl 3|

caretaker Prime Minister, Mr Ehud Barak.
Israeli TV said the two spoke over phone
three times in recent days following initial
contacts with the Palestinians by Mr Yossi |
Ginossar, Mr Barak’s adviser.

The Palestinian official further said: “The
Israelis have retreated on their land demands !
in the West Bank.” ‘

He said Israel has agreed in principle to
give up control of the Jordan Valley and the
northern shoreline of the Dead Sea and
assure a future Palestinian state’s territorial
continuity.

Another Palestinian source said talks would
take place near Cairo and not at the Egyptian
resort of Taba as proposed.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian authorities

called for Mr George W Bush to relaunch
peace process after he takes over today

-,

TME STATESMAN

21 JAN 201



Rally in Israel against Hillary seeks

division of Jernsaler

Jerusplem, January 9 ¢ Eﬁ\)\
N X

DEALING A further blow to‘:fé
President Bill Clinton's efforts to
clinch a peace deal, tens of thou-
sands of Israglis thronged the
streets of the old city of Jerusalem
last night to protest against hand-
ing parts of the city fo the
Palestinians.

congested heart of Jerusale
pledge allegiance to the holy
and put on a strong show of oppo-
sition to an American plan that
suggests to divide it.

Clinton's peace plans already
appeared faltering as Palestinian
negotiators earlier rejected his
proposals alleging they were copies
of Israel's blueprint for ending the
52-year-old conflict.

Bearing placards and large torch-
es and singing patriotic songs,
thousands of right-wing Jewish set-

EE N T TN sy
tlers and a number of Israelis.from
other shades of political opinion
formed a human chain around the
city - which houses sites holy to
Jews, Muslims and Christians amid
tight security arrangements.

As per the reported Clinton plan,
Israel is required to offer back
parts of the city which were seized
in 1967 and reactivate peace nego-
tiations, as part of a last push by
Clinton before he leaves office on

January 20. K,
"Jerusalem is the h r\ O}Zr of

prayers and of our struggle. We
cannot give away our heart," Natan
Sharansky, a former minister, said.

"Don't be the first precedent in
the history of your country to pro-
pose the division of the historical
and etemal.capital of the Jewish
people," Olmert, Israel's right-wing
mayor of Jerusalem said. "We are a
nation with long memories that go
back thousands of years." the
mayor said. (PTD)
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ghostwriter for .

Washington January 9

HILLARY RODHAM Clinton,
the outgoing US First Lady and
newly sworn-in Senator, is search-
ing for a ghostwriter for her mem-
oirs, The New York Times has
reported.

She has received more than two
dozen applications for the job,
which could pay a half-million dol-
lars.

Those wages are just a drop in
the bucket compared to the $ 8
million fee paid to Clinton by pub-
lisher Simon & Schuster for the
rights to print the book. And the
job will come with a collaborator
described as difficult by past
authors.

Clinton reportedly took an active
role in the writing of her past two
books, It Takes a Village and
Invitation to the White House.
Both of the ghostwriters for those
books left before their projects

- were complete, and their work was

then rewritten by Clinton and her
aides. (DPA)
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami \

WASHINGTON, JAN. 8. With less than
two weeks to go before laying
down the office, the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, has told Is-
rael in rather blunt terms that it
must divide the land it holds with
the Palestinians in the larger in-
terests of peace.

In a speech to the Israel Policy
Forum in New York, Mr. Clinton
said by ceding land to the Palesti-
pians, Israel would become small-
er but there was '‘no choice but
for you to divide this land into two
states for two people”. Israel,
should make “the best of it

Mr. Clinton has envisaged the
two States sharing Jerusalem as
the capital with the Palestinian
state encompassing all of the Gaza
and much of the West Bank with
the 170,000 Jewish settlers living
there to be moved out. “There can
be no peace without compro-
mise.”” Mr. Clinton also had a few
words for the Palestinians and
their leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat.
Asking them not to hold out "“for
the impossible more”’, he rejected
one of their key demands that Is-
rael take in millions of refugees
which would then change the
character of the Jewish state.

“My paramters focus on the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state
that wiil provide all Palestinians
with a place they can safely and
praudly call their home,” Mr.
Clinton told the Policy Forum
which backs the compromise ac-
cord. The outgoing President who
has been very intently looking for
ways to bridge the differences be-
tween the two sides promised to
use his last days to further narrow
the disagreements; but he held
out no predictions.

“We've got a mess on our
hands... sometimes you just have

WEST ASIA / DENNIS ROSS TOVREVIVE TALKS

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, addressing th lsael Policy

Forum in New York on Sunday. The photograph in the background
shows Mr. Clinton presiding over ceremonies marking the 1993
peace accord between Israel and the Palestinians on the White

House lawn with the late Israeli Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin
(left), and the PLO Chairman, Mr. Yasser Arafat. —AP

10 do the right thing. Sometimes it
works out, sometimes it does
not.”” Mr. Clinton was also clear
that the incoming Republican ad-
ministration was not bound by the
broad framework of his proposals.

Israel accepts U.S. concept

JERUSALEM, JAN. 8. Israel said today it had accepted the U.S. President,

Mr. Bill Clinton’s ideas for a peace deal as a basis for negotiations and

was discouraged by the Palestinian rejection of his proposal.

“We consider his ideas as a basis for the continuation of negotia-/
tions,” said the Deputy Defence Minister, Mr. Ephraim Sneh.

In New York yesterday, Mr. Clinton outlined in public for the fir
time what he called parametres for an Israeli- Palestinian peqcy d

to end the 52-year-old conflict.

“These parametres originated
with me and will go with me when
I leave office.” On the instructions
of Mr. Clinton, the West Asia ne-
gotiator, Mr. Dennis Ross, heads
back to the region to talk to the
Israelis and Palestinians. The
Bush administration has not said
who will take charge of the peace
process with one speculation be-
ing that the next Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, may con-
tinugAvith Mr. Ross for the sake of
coptinuity.

Palestinians oppose
proposals

JERUSALEM, JAN. 8. The Palestinians
oppose drafting a ‘declaration of

Saeb Erekat, speaking a day after
Mr. Clinton urged the Palestinians
not to hold out for the impossible.

In Cairo, a meeting of Israeli and
Palestinian security officials with
the CIA chief, Mr. George Tenet,
broke up without result, Palesti-
nian officials said.

The Palestinians had demanded
that in exchange for a resumption
of security cooperation, Israel lift
its blockade of Palestinian towns
and villages in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Israel rejected the de-
mand, the Palestinians said.

In the Gaza Strip, a 34-year-old
Palestinian man was killed when
Israeli troops fired at a neighbour-
hood close to the Netzarim junc-
tion before carrying out arrests
there, Palestinian officials said.

The army said it was checking
the report.

In separate West Bank incidents
late on Sunday, a 20- year-old Pal-
estinian woman was killed and a
10-year-old Palestinian boy was
critically injured.

The woman was shot and killed
while she was in a car driving from
the West Bank town of Nablus to
her nearby village along a dirt
road.

The army said the car may have
got caught in the crossfire of an
Israeli-Palestinian ~ gun  battle.
However, the victim's relatives
said soldiers shot without provo-
cation.

All Palestinian towns and villag-
es in the West Bank are under Is-

d land, Clinton tells Israel

raeli army blockade, meaning
residents are barred from leaving
and entering. Many Palestinians
use backroads to avoid the Israeli
barriers. An lsraeli army com-
mander in the West Bank, Col.
Noam Tibon, meanwhile, con-
firmed that a Palestinian man was
handcuffed when he was shot and
seriously wounded by Israeli sol-
diers near the town of Halhout late
Sunday.

The army said the man was ar-
rested as a suspect in shooting at-
tacks on Israelis. Col. Tibon said
soldiers shot him in the leg when
the detainee tried to run away.

The Palestinians said they would
resist attempts to produce a joint
Israeli-Palestinian “declaration of
principles’ based on Mr. Clinton’s
peace proposals. U.N. resolutions
242, 338 and 194, which call on 1s-
rael to withdraw from war-won
land and grant Palestinian refu-
gees the right to return to former
homes, must remain the basis for
negotiations, they said.

Mr. Clinton has proposed that
Israel withdraw from 45 per cent of
the West Bank and all of Gaza. {s-
rael would cede control over a key
ferusafem shrine revered by Mus-
lims and Jews, and in exchange the
Palestinians would drop a demand
that nearly 4 million Palestinian
refugees and their descendants be
granted the right to return.

“We cannot accept at this stage
a road map or declaration of prin-
ciples,” Mr. Erekat told CNN. — AP

Senior Palestinian officials rejected the ideas, including thos¥ for
dividing Jerusalem and the fate of Palestinian refugees.

“I’s regrettable that Palestinian senior officials flatly reject his
ideas,” Mr. Sneh added. The Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, had
previously accepted the Clinton proposals as a basis for talks. —
Reuters .

principles’ that would be based on
Mr. Clinton’s peace proposals and
guide future talks with Israel, their
chief negotiator said on Monday.

“We will not accept any kind of
pressure,” said the negotiator, Mr.

A Palestinian baby looks from a car as vehicles and people wait
for Israeli troops to open the road near the Jewish settiement of
Netzarim for a two-hour permission to cross to southern Gaza

during a tight internal closure imposed by the Israeli y in the
Gaza Strip on Sunday. —Reuter
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Washington, Jan. 8 (Reu\[;rs):
The White House called today for
compromise to resolve the
impasse in the West Asia peace
talks after senior Palestinian offi-
cials rejected US President
Bill Clinton’s proposal to end the
conflict.

Asked about a statement by se-
nior negotiator Ahmed Korei
which said the Palestinian Au-
thority could not accept Clinton’s
ideas as a basis for future talks,
P.J. Crowley, US National Securi-
ty Council spokesman, said Wash-
ington aimed to narrow the gap
between Israel and the Palestini-
ans.
“The President heard directly
from both the Palestinian and Is-
raeli sides last week and took
their views into account,” Crow-
ley said. Crowley added: “He is
now sending Dennis Ross to see if
we can narrow the gaps. But in
order to reach an agreement both
sides have to compromise.”

Israel accepts
Israel said it had accepted Clin-

ton’s ideas for a peace deal as a

basis for negotiations and was dis-
couraged by the Palestinian rejec-

alestinians

S dea

W

of his proposal. “We donsyder .
s ideas as a basis for the continu-

ation of negotiations,” deputy de-

fence minister Ephraim Sneh
said.

Clinton outlined in public for
the first time yesterday in New
York what he called parameters
for an Israeli-Palestinian peace
deal. Senior Palestinian officials
said today they rejected Clinton’s
ideas.

“There are ideas of the Presi-
dent that serve for us as the basis
for further negotiations.and the
voices we are hearing from the
Palestinian side are very discour-
aging,” Sneh said.

“It’s regrettable that Palestin-
ian senior officials reject his
ideas,” he said, adding he was not
sure the Palestinian rejection was
an official response. Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak had previ-
ously accepted the Clinton propos-
als as a basis for talks.

Clinton said yesterday both
sides had accepted his ideas as a
basis for talks and that he would
be sending his special envoy Den-
nis Ross to the region in the com-
ing days to try to bring the sides
closer to one another.
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HERE IS a slim chance

that when the

permanent settlement

between Israelis and
Palestinians is finally arrived at
it will go unnoticed. No Israeli
or Palestinian leader, and
certainly not the U.S. President
who will be the master of
ceremonies at the agreement-
signing function, is ever going to
miss the photo-opportunity. But
there is a chance that many in
the rest of the world will miss
the significance because what
we seem to be in for at this
stage is a series of agreements
that could produce a final
settlement.

The Palestinian Authority
President, Mr. Yasser Arafat,
returned to home territory by
the end of the week after a
sojourn in Washington and
Cairo. By then he appeared to
have accepted a U.S.
compromise package, though
conditionally and tentatively.
That compromise package was,
however, not the final deal in
itself. It was to form the basis
for further negotiations which
would hopefully produce more
agreements. If all went well,
Israeli and Palestinian
negotiatiors were to meet for an
intensive round of discussions
which could produce such
agreements. Or so it was
thought in the initial euphoria
following Mr. Arafat’s
announcement of his qualified
acceptance of the U.S.
proposals. Just hours later, it
appeared that this set of talks
would not produce an
agreement proper, but only a
declaration of principles that
would form the basis for further
negotiations.

Confused? So is everyone else.
Such confusion is inherent in
the circumstances. All three of .
the principals involved in the
deal-making are desperate for
some sort of a deal in the next
couple of weeks. The U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clintoms
needs one last glorious moment
on the White House lawns
before he quits office on January
20 and Mr. Arafat and Mr. Ehud
Barak recognise that he deserves
one for all the effort he has put
in on their behalf. Israel’s Prime
Minister needs something that
will show peace is attainable
before he faces his electorate on
February 6. Mr. Arafat is not
directly under the pressure of
any deadline but he too needs
to show that Palestinian
aspirations are within reach so
that he can persuade his people
to tone down their intifada and
provide an escape from the dire

Mr. Ehud Barak makes a point to Mr. Shimon Peres during a poll
campaign meeting... can the doves come out on top?

In West Asia, what we
seem to be in for at
this stage is a series
of agreements that

could produce a final

settlement, says
KESAVA MENON.

Mr. Yasser Arafat with Mr. Bill Clinton... a last-ditch push for peace.

economic situation they are
sliding into.

But, a comprehensive and
detailed settlement might just
not be possible within a short
period. The Israelis and the
Palestinians are now grappling
with the nitty-gritty of the
arrangements whereby they will
co- exist in the future. The
details can be as mundane as
the alignment of a road or the

ealing for a deal
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location of a water main or as
profound as the allocation of
legal authority for holy sites.
And, once settled, they will have
to abide by the decisions for a
long time, perhaps forever. The
idea of permanent loss or gain
is implicit in the negotiations to
come and both sides have to
also grapple with the emotions
this will involve. What is more,
the public on neither side has
been prepared for the practical
and emotional adjustments that
will have to be made.

Of all the issues on the table

when the negotiations began
seven years ago, only the
question of Palestinian
statehood can be taken as more
or less settled. There seems to
be little doubt that Israel will
accept the coming-into-being of
a Palestinian state once the
other issues are settled. But it is
symptomatic of the
tentativeness of the whole
situation that even this issue has
not been settled, and might
never be if the other issues are
not resolved. These issues — the
borders of the state-to-be and
the real power that will be
granted to it; whether East
Jerusalem (Al Quds) will be its
capital; whether people who are
emotionally attached to that
state will be allowed to settle in
Israel; the water resources that
will be allocated to that state —
are quite a bit closer to
resolution than they were seven
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years ago. But an inability to
reach closure on any one of
them could unravel whatever

else has been, or could be,
achieved.

The world outside might get
frustrated at this inability to
make the intellectual and
emotional leap required for a
compromise, but for the Israelis
and the Palestinians such
compromises could strike at the
fundamentals of their identity.

Currently, the main deal-
breaker appears to be the
question of Palestinian refugees;
whether they will be granted
“the right of return”. As per
U.N. Resolution 194 passed in
1949 those Palestinians who in
1948 were living in what became
Israel are entitled to return to
the homesteads they fled or
were driven out of by the Israeli
armed forces. They and their
descendants, estimated to
number nearly four million
today, are living in Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, the Palestinian
territories and elsewhere.

These refugees certainly
deserve fair treatment. But there
is some merit in the Israeli
argument that the Arab
countries that currently host the
Palestinian refugees should
assimilate them in the same
manner as Israel absorbed the
Jews who migrated from the
Arab countries over the years.
Israel will never agree to accept
the Palestinian refugees as
citizens because to do so would
change the Jewish character of
their state. The compromise that
appears (to the outsider)
reasonable, and that has been
placed on the table, is that the
refugees should be allowed to
settle in the territories of the
Palestinian state-to-be and given
hefty compensation. But for the
Palestinians this is a nearly
impossible compromise. To give
up the right of return would
mean the erasure of their
historical experience and their
identity as a people wronged.

But if the obstacles appear
insurmountable the history of
the negotiations has also shown
that creative solutions can be
thought up. Such solutions do
crop up from time to time and
someone could finally string
these together into a
comprehensive package.
Unfortunately, the one politician
in the world who appears to
have this gift will soon be
quitting office. It appears
imperative that at least the
outlines of a deal are worked
out before Mr. Clinton leaves
the White House. -



W\EST ASIA / ARAB MINISTERS HARDEN STAND

Palestinian right of return sai:\r d’

CAIRO, JAN. 4. Arab Foreign Ministers insisted
on Thursday that Palestinian refugees’ right of
return was ‘“‘sacred,” leaving the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, little room to mano-
euvre on a key concession demanded in an
American peace plan.

Mr. Arafat had turned to the Arab League
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Cairo for sup-
port as he contemplated a U.S. suggestion he
surrender the right of refugees now in Leba-
non, Syria, Jordan and elsewhere to return to
homes in Israel. In exchange, the Palestinians
would gain control of a key holy site in jerusa-
lem.

Mr. Arafat has reportedly accepted the for-
mula as a basis for talks with Israel. Israel

made the same commitment earlier, though
the Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud Barak, has said
he would never sign an agreement giving the
Palestinians sovereignty over the Jerusalem

site, holy to both Jews and Muslims.

Israel’s Cabinet indicated it might resume
peace talks. But with positions hardening on
either side, it was unclear how much progress
could be made at any talks.

1 would like to point out that Lebanon has
totally rejected the idea of resettling the Pal-
estinian refugees (permanently) and insisted
on the right of the Palestinians to return. We
believe that this is a sacred right,” the Egyp-
tian Foreign Minister, Mr. Amr Moussa, speak-
ing as the chairman of Thursday’s meeting,
told reporters after the talks.

Mr. Arafat had been expected to announce
his response to the U.S. proposals after the
meeting. But he left without speaking to re-
porters. Mr. Moussa said he could not say
whether the Palestinians would return to the
negotiating table.

A day earlier, an aide in Washington said

A Palestinian woman breaks down after Israeli bulldozers fevelled her farm near
the Jewish settlement of Dugit in Northern Gaza Strip on Thursday. — AP

Mr. Arafat had conditionally aScc p\ted the U.S.
proposal after two meetings with Mr. Clinton
on Tuesday.

Mr. Moussa said the Foreign Ministers also
were concerned the Palestinians’had not been
assured full sovereignty over East Jerusalem
and the city’s Muslim holy sites. He said Arabs
wanted further clarifications from the Amer-
icans and that the issues of Jerusalem and the
refugees took up most of Thursday’s discus-
sions.

Before the Arab League meeting, Mr. Arafat
briefed the Egyptian President, Mr. Hosni
Mubarak, on his talks this week with Mr. Clin-
ton.

The Syrian Foreign Minister, Mr. Farouk al-
Sharaa, whase state media repeatedly de-
nounced the U.S. proposals in recent days,
reportedly opened Thursday's Arab League
meeting by saying the plan should not even be
discussed. The meeting was closed, but a
source speaking on condition of anonymity
said al- Sharaa called on the Arab League to
instead concentrate on supporting the Palesti-
nian uprising.

Arabs ranging from moderate to radical in
their stance toward Israel have rejected the
U.S. formula. On Thursday, the radical Pal-
estinian Hamas movement said in a statement
that with his formula, Mr. Clinton had virtually
adopted ‘‘Zionist proposals, conditions and
visions.”

Palestinian-Israeli clashes have killed more
than 350 people — most of them Palestinian
— in the last three months. The Arab League
has held Israel responsible for the violence.

Israel sent its chief negotiator to Washing-
ton on Thursday for talks with U.S. officials 1o
get clarifications on the Palestinian stance.

Digging in before any resumption of peace
talks, Mr. Barak assured lIsrael’s chief rabbis
on Thursday he never agreed to hand over to
the Palestinians the Jerusalem holy site,
known to Jews as the Temple Mount and to
Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary.

And Israel remained deeply sceptical that a
peace agreement could be concluded before
Mr. Clinton’s term ends on Jan. 20. “It is be-
yond human power to complete the negotia-
tions in such a short time,” the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Mr. Shlomo Ben-Ami, told Israel ra-
dio. — AP
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CAIRO, Jan. 4. — Palestinian
President Mr Yasser Arafat
began consulting Arab leaders
in Cairo today about US
President Mr Bill Clinton’s
West Asia peace proposals
. before announcing whether he
i accepts them.
Mr Arafat began his
. discussions by  meeting
i Egyptian President Mr Hosni
Mubarak after arriving from

“talks in Washington with Mr

Clinton, who is trying to clinch
a last-minute peace deal
between Israel and the
Palestinians before he leaves
office on 20 January.

White House spokesman Mr
Jake Siewert told reporters in
Washington that progress had
been made at the talks with Mr
Arafat on Tuesday because the
Palestinian leader had accepted
Mr Clinton’s proposals with
some reservations.

Israel remained doubtful a
peace agreement was immi-
nent. But it decided to send
senior envoy Mr Gilead Sher to
Washington for talks and a
~Western diplomat said a
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the Arab foreign ministers' meet

Palestinian negotiator would
probably go to Washington for
talks next week.

Senior Palestinian negotiator
Mr Nabil Shaath said Mr
Arafat would issue his response
to Mr Clinton’s proposals,
which are intended to provide
the basis for Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations, only after
consulting  Arab  foreign
ministers meeting in Cairo.

“The President (Arafat) will
come back to brief his Arab

es Clinton plan

Mr Yaseer Arafat with the Syrian foreign minisier, Mr Farsuck Al-Sharaa at

in Cairo on Thursday. — APIPTI

brother: a.d only after. Wilk
we declare our final position
regarding the American ideas,”
Mr Shaath told reporters over
telephone from the Egyptian
capital. But he told reporters
the talks in Washington had
been “positive”.

Israeli foreign minister Mr
Shlomo Ben-Ami, his country’s
chief negotiator,said on public
radio -.today that Israel -
demands that the Palestinian
leadership work to end

to Cairo

terrorism in the area before

peace talks can resume.

“In the coming days, we have
to tackle the root of the
problem... If we perceive in the
next few days that the

. Palestinians are making an
' effort in the fight against

terrorism, then we can return to
the negotiating table,” he said
over telephone from Stockholm.

He told Israel Radio time had
been wasted. Even if the
Palestinians accepted the US
plan, only a miracle could prod-
uce a peace treaty before Mr
Clinton bows out, he said.

“It is almost beyond human
capability to end the negotiations.
in this short peried,” he added.

According to the radie report,
Mr Ben-Ami will lead an Israeli
delegation for talks in
Washington on Sunday. .

Talks have been deadlocked
over issues at the heart of the
52-year-old conflict between
Israel and Palestinians such
as the fate of Jerusalem,
Palestinian refugees.and bor-
ders. Israel was non-committal

or. whether it saw a change in

the Palestinian pogifion on Mr

Clinton’s ideas. .~ '
A
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WASHINGTON, JAN. 3. The Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, is likely to agree to the West Asia
peace proposals initiated by the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, after he meets Arab
leaders on Thursday, White House officials
have said. Mr. Arafat is scheduled to meet
Arab Foreign Ministers in Cairo. Israel had ac-
cepted the proposals in principle.

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Arafat held two “pro-
ductive” and “‘useful” meetings in the White
House and discussed the December 23 pro-
posals, after he came to Washington seeking
clarification on the proposals aimed at resolv-
ing the deadlocked peace talks with Israel.

According to the White House, Mr. Arafat
agreed to “intensify efforts”’ to end violence in
West Asia and to resume cooperation on this
with the Israeli authorities. However, a Pal-
estinian paper posted on the web blasted Mr.
Clinton’s proposals saying the plan “'seems to
respond to Israeli demands while neglecting
the basic Palestinian need — a viable state.”
“Clinton’s plan would divide a Palestinian
state into three separate cantons connected

" and divided by Jewish-only and Arab- only

roads and jeopardise the Palestinian state’s
viability,” it said.

Terming the peace proposals as ‘‘too
vague”, it said "‘we believe any agreement at
this advanced stage of the peace process will
be counter-productive.”

The last-ditch efforts by Mr. Arafat came
against a backdrop of ongoing violence, with a
Palestinian killed by soldiers guarding a Jew-
ish settlement in Gaza and sceven wounded as
they rode in a jeep near the Egyptian border.
Israeli casualties included two people injured
by Palestinians shooting in a highway ambush
and two soldiers wounded in separate bomb
explosions.

The State Department spokesman, Mr. Ri-
chard Boucher, said Israel had raised ques-
tions, too, and the U.S. objective was to see if
there was a “common understanding” on
what to do next. He also said the incoming
Bush administration was being kept informed
of developments. At a news conference in
Austin, Texas, the President-clect, Mr. George
W. Bush said Mr. Clinton "'is giving it the very
best shot he can, and [ certainly hope it
works.”

Shortly after Mr. Arafat arrived in Washing-

The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat (left), talks with the U.S. President, Mr.

eful of clinching deal

Bill Clinton, at the White House late on Tuesday night in Washington. Mr. Nabil
Aburedina, Mr. Arafat’s press secretary, is also seen. — AP

ton, Palestinian negotiators circulated a
point-by-point critique that posed tall hurdles
to an agreement. The critique said the U.S.
plan would **fail to satisfy the conditions for a
permanent peace’’, reward Israel for illegally
settling areas of the West Bank and rebuff the
rights of Palestinians to return to [srael.

The U.S. plan would give the Palestinians a
state, about 95 per cent of the West Bank and
Gaza, and limited control in areas of east Jeru-
salem. The Oval Office meeting gave Mr. Ara-
fat another chance to seek more control in
east Jerusalem than the plan suggested, a right
of millions of Palestinian refugees to live in
Israel and a'more favourable configuration for
a state.

In Jerusalem, the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, said Mr. Arafat had wasted time
“dragging his feet” and that he doubted the
Palestinian was serious about concluding a
deal before Mr. Clinton leaves office Jan. 20.
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Mr. Barak is running behind in the polls in
his bid for re-election against the Likud leader,
Mr. Ariel Sharon. He had hopes a peace ac-
cord would boost his chances. “In the coming
weeks, we will not focus on the negotiations
with the Palestinians, which in my assessment
have no real chance of producing an agree-
ment in the next few weeks, but on containing
terrorism”’, Mr. Barak said. “'It is our obliga-
tion to provide security for Israeli citizens.”

There was no indication Mr. Barak would
journey to Washington as well. Last week, Is-
rael accepted Mr. Clinton'’s proposals as a ba-
sis for a negotiated settlement if Mr. Arafat
accepted them as well. However, israel tough-
ened its position on east Jerusalem, saying it
would not yield sovereignty over the Temple
Mount after the Fatah faction of the PLO
called last week for a renewed uprising against
Israel. — PTI, AP
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Gaza, Jan. 2 (Reuters): New vio-
lence flared in the Gaza Strip
today as Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat sped to Washington
for talks with US President Bill
Clinton. despite Israeli doubts
that a West Asia peace deal is im-
minent.

A day after a car bomb wound-
ed more than 40 people in the cen-
tral Israeli city of Netanya, Israeli
troops shot dead a Palestinian
farmer following another bomb
explosion which wounded an Is-
raeli soldier at a nearby Jewish
settlement in the Gaza Strip.

The bloorished added urgency
to the Washington talks, which
could determine the fate of Clin-
ton’s bid to end 52 years of Israeli-

months of fighting ir\ which more
than 350 people have i

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak said in a radio interview
that he doubted a peace deal could
be forged before Clinton’s presi-
dency ends on January 20.

A US peace blueprint has also
drawn strong Palestinian reserva-
tions. “President Arafat spoke by
telephone with President Clinton
for one hour and it was decided
that President Arafat would make
an urgent visit to Washington to
meet with him in order to get are-
sponse to the questions raised by
the Palestinian side,” Arafat’s
aide Tayeb Abdel-Rahim told the
official Palestinian news agency
WAPFA late yesterday.

Barak hopes to secure a peace

- t /
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deal to boost his chance in-

ning an election for Prime Minis-
ter which he has called, under
pressure from his critics, for Feb-
ruary 6.

But he told Israel's Army
Radio: “I don’t believe it’s reason-
able that we will be able to bring
about an agreement to be signed
in the next two weeks or in the
next three weeks, which is still be-
fore the elections.”

Barak said he would consider
sending representatives to Wash-
ington should there be a halt to
“terrorism” and a resumption of
Israeli-Palestinian security coop-
eration. He said Israel was con-
centrating for now on battling the
violence.

In the new violence, Palestin-
ian police in Gaza said Israeli

Floats make their way in Pasadena, California, during the 112th Anni 1al To
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JERUSALEM, JAN. 2. The fsraeli Prime Minister,
Mr. Ehud Barak, said on Tuesday he doubted
Mr. Yasser Arafat was serious about reaching a
peace deal soor, even as the Palestinian leader
headed to Wasnington for talks with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, on U.S. proposals
for an agreement.

in the Gaza Strip, a Palestinian man was
killed and seven were wounded by Israeli
troops in two separate shootings, and two Is-
raeli soldiers were hurt by roadside bombs
detonated near nwo lewish settlements.

The new violence carne just a day after more
than three dozen lsraclis were hurt in a car

In this image from television, Jadallah al-Jabaria, a Palestinian, clutches his shattered

bombing in the coastal city of Netanya.

In response to the car bombing, Israeli
troops tightened their blockade of Palestinian
towns, in effect since mid-November. Israel
also closed the Palestinian airport in Gaza,
and shut down border crossings between Gaza
and Egypt, as well as the West Bank and Jor-
dan. In Gaza, soldiers closed three main thor-
oughfares on Tuesday, effectively cutting the
strip in half.

The ongoing violence complicated prospec- ..

ts that a peace deal could be reached before
Mr. Clinton leaves office on January 20.

Still Mr. Arafat headed to Washington for a

leg in the nearly-deserted main market in Hebron on Monday, while Israeli soldiers talk
on a radio and casually walk past the seriously injured man as he screams, ‘“Why did
you shoot me?’’ Al-Jabari was unarmed when stopped by the Israeli troops for
breaking a curfew, and moments later shot at. — AP
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_ " Arafat wasting time, says Barak 2

meeting with Mr. Clinton on Tuksday, after
the two leaders spoke by phone f{or about 45
minutes Monday.

A spokesman for Mr. Clinton’s National Se-
curity Council, Mr. P.J. Crowley, said Mr. Ara-
fat and Mr. Clinton decided they should meet
directly to scek a ‘common understanding’
about what peace talks would cover. Mr. Barak
also spoke to Clinton.

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman, Mr. Nabil Aburde-
neh, called Mr. Arafat’s trip "a decisive visit at
which the tuture of the peace process will be
determined.” [srael has accepted the U.S.
ideas in principle, though with some misgiv-
ings, but the Palestinians have not responded
unequivocally. They raised concerns about
the fate of Palestinian refugees and the extent
of Arab control over parts of jerusalem, and
sought clarifications from Mr. Clinton.

Mr. Barak on Tuesday accused Mr. Arafat of
wasting time.

“President Clinton has three weeks left, and
it’s unlikely an agreement will be reached in
the last three days or week of his term,”” Mr.
Barak told Israel army radio.

“Since Arafat has wasted most of this time
in dragging his feet ... we have very serious
doubts about the seriousness of his intentions
to reach an arrangement,” Mr. Barak said.

The Netanya bombing also shows that Mr.
Arafat and his Palestinian Authority are en-
couraging anti-isracli violence, Mr. Barak said.

On Monday, Mr. Barak told israeli army
commanders that if Mr. Aratat does not accept
the U.S. proposals, violence could escalate
and lead to a regional conflict.

Asked about that assessment. Mr. Barak said
on Tuesday that “there is a greater possibility
of a general deterioration, and the (army’s)
gencral command needs to be ready.” All con-
tacts between Israel and the Palestinians have
been cut off, Mr. Barak said on Tuesday. Offi-
cial talks broke down after violence broke out
three months ago. The bloodshed has killed
357 people, the vast majority Palestinians.

On Tuesday, Palestinians detonated bombs
close to Israeli army positions near the Jewish
settlements of Dugit and Kfar Darom. Two sol-
diers were wounced, one lightly and one mod-

erately, the anmy said. — AP -
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Jerusalem, Dec. 30: Prospects for new West
Asia talks came under a fresh tloud after
Israelis and Palestinians locked horns over the
right of return for Palestinian refugees and con-
trol over Jerusalem.

Israeh Prime Minister Ehud Barak said on Fri-
day that he would not sign a deal agreeing to the
right of Palestinian refugee return or Palestinian
sovereignty over the Jerusalem site known to
Jews as the Temple Mount and to Arabs as Al-
Haram Al-Sharif.

The Palestinian Cabinet said after its weekly.

meeting that it would not agree to a deal that
failed to fully meet its core demands. but it was
still committed to "full and serious negotiations
under international sponsorship.”

Marking a new channel in negotiations, a-

senior Palestinian official said thar Palestinian
delegates were due to hold talks with US offi-
cials in Washington to discuss a peace plan pro-
posed by President Bill Clinton to kickstart the
talks. The official did not say when Palestinian

arliament speaker Ahmed Korei and Khaled

alam, an economic adviser to Palestinian

uthority president Yasser Arafat, would meet
the US officials.

In an interview on Israel’s Channel Two tele-
vision, Mr Barak tried to allay fears of many
Israelis that he is ready to cede the Temple

Mount, Judaism’s holiest site, to Palestinians. -

“The government under my authority will not
accept any agreement in any form that will
recognise the right of return, period...1 do not
intend to sign any document that will transfer
sovereignty over the Termple Mount to Palés-
tinians,” Mr Barak said. With the concept of

sovereignty open to definition, it was not clear

whether his statement marked a toughening of
the Israeli position after its security Cabinet
conditionally accepted Mr Clinton’s blueprint
for peace on Wednesday.

The Clinton proposal presented last week was
reported to give Palestinians sovereignty over
the Jerusalem shrine, and maintain Israeli con-
trol over the Western Wall beneath. In

exchange for land adjoining Gaza, Israel would

NON-STOP vIoLENCE: An Israeli soldier thuows a teargas grenade toward Palestinian rioters during spo-
radic clashes in the w'est Bank town of Hebron on Friday, Tension returned to Israel-Palestinian rela-
‘lmns on'Friday after ¢ o homb attacks killed two Israeli soldi
lampering efforts ¢ f, 'rge @ peace agreement, (AP)
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ers and wounded 16 other people, further

't sign refugee deai

annex several West Bank settlement blocs
where 80 per cent of the 200.000 settlers now
live on land captured in the 1967 war. Palestini-
ans would accept a restriction gn the right of
refugees to return to the homes they left, or
were forced to flee. in the 1948 Arab-Israchi
war. But the Palestinian Cabinet appeared to
rule out compromise. asserting that “the Pales-
tinian leadership confirms its commitment to
the full right of refugees to return to their lands
and homes in accordance with (UN) Resolution
194" “*Our people will never. under any cir-
cumstances. concede one inch from its land and
from our Jerusalem and our Islamic and Christ-
ian holy sites,” the statement said.

The Palestinian Cabinet said it was consider-
ing the US plans in consultation with ““Arab
brothers and with friends out of concrete con-
cern to preserve Palestinian national rights.”
The senior Palestinian official said Palestinians
had forwarded a letter to Mr Clinton on Friday
outlining their positions and requesting that the
proposals be clarified further before giving
their final verdict. (Reuters)

Palestinians

killed by tank

Jerusalem, Dec. 30: Thousands

of Palestinian moummers in Gaza

buried the latest casualty of West

Asia bloodshed on Saturday amid

little apparent progress from pri-

vate contacts aimed at resuming

Israeli-Palestinian peace tatks.

“Let us teach them how to kill
the Jews,” chanted mourners bear-
ing the flag-wrapped body of
policeman Mahmoud Nagpé
through the streets. a day aftchii
was killed in a battle involvme"
Isracli tank firc near the Israel-",
Gaza border. o .

Fresh violence this week, includ-
ing Nascer's death and pomb
attacks that killed two Israelis, is
complicating efforts to revive
peace talks and end three months
of bloodshed in which at least 346
people, mostly Palestinians, have
been killed.

The peace drive stumbled again
on Friday when the two sides pub-
licly staked out opposing positions
over the right of return for Pales-
tinian refugees and control over
Jerusalem. (Reuters)
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Violenc 'engulfs Gaza, West Ban

JERUSALEM, JAN. 1. Gunfire and appar
venge attacks late on Sunday and early
day in the West Bank and Gaza Strip left four
Palestinians dead, including a 10-year-old boy.

Jewish settlers, angry over the ambush
shooting that killed a prominent settler and his
wife on Sunday, blocked the entrances of sev-
eral Palestinian towns in the West Bank on
Monday, vowing to “take back the roads.” Pal-
estinians, meanwhile, held marches and dem-
onstrations throughout the West Bank and
Gaza in a show of support for the 36th anni-
versary of the Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement. Mr. Arafat founded
the movement in exile, and it quickly became
the dominant force in the Palestine Liberation
Organisation.

Grassroots leaders of Fatah and other Pal-
estinian groups have been pressing Mr. Arafat
to turn down U.S.-offered peace proposals. Fa-
tah’s Jan. 1 anniversary has always been a day
for mass gatherings and marches.

The Palestinians have asked the Americans
for additional details on the plan proposed by
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and Mr.
Arafat said he expected a response soon. A Pal-
estinian source said Mr. Arafat was expecting a
call from Mr. Clinton. Mr. Arafat said Palesti-
nians would continue resisting what he called
Israeli aggression.

“I say that our people are very strong and
will continue their struggles and confronta-
tions,"” Mr. Arafat said in Gaza.

Meanwhile, the Israeii Prime Minister, Mr.
Ehud Barak, said that if a peace deal could not
be reached with the Palestinians, Israel could
pursue a plan of unilateral separation, which
would include setting boundaries between the
two sides.

“We must part from the Palestinians. It is
one of our highest priorities to do so in an
agreement, but we will have to prepare to do so
without an agreement if it becomes clear that
the Palestinians are not interested in an agree-
ment,” Mr. Barak said.

Monday’s deaths included that of the Pal-
estinian boy, Muad Abu Adwan, who died of
wounds suffered on Sunday in crossfire in the
West Bank town of Hebron, and a 22-year-old
Palestinian who died after being shot in the
head when jewish settlers fired on a crowd in
his West Bank village. witnesses said.

Elsewhere, two Palestinian policemen were

The mother (centre) of the slain Fatah official, Thabet Thabet, weeps at his funeral in
the West Bank city of Nablus on Monday. Thabet (49), was shot in the chest and legs
as he left his house on Sunday. — Reuters

killed on the outskirts of the northern West
Bank town of Tulkarem, the same town were a
senior activist in the Fatah movement was
killed earlier in the day.

The Israeli army said the policemen were
slain in a gun battle with Israeli forces. But
Palestinian hospital officials said bones on
their hands had been crushed, suggesting they
may have been beaten, and that both were shot
by large- calibre bullets.

Tensions rose sharply with an angry funeral
procession on Sunday night through down-
town Jerusalem, hours after the deaths of Bi-
nyamin Kahane and his wife Talia, the son and
daughter-in-law of the late Meir Kahane, the
extremist U.S. rabbi.

The couple was shot dead on Sunday morn-
ing in an ambush-style attack along a road in
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the West Bank, where they lived. Five of their
six children were also injured.

Chanting “'Death to the Arabs!” mourners,
including some of the most extreme Jewish set-
tlers in the West Bank, marched behind the
coffins of the American-born Kahane.

His supporters swarmed through downtown

Jerusalem during the funeral procession, chas-
ing down Palestinians as they spotted them. In
the hours-long melee, 10 policemen were in-
jured and a Swedish news photographer was
stabbed and slightly wounded. Police reported
six arrests.
Thabet Thabet, a Fatah leader from Tulkarem,
was gunned down on Sunday outside his home
near the cease-fire line between Israel and the
West Bank. — (AP



