‘Security Council revises ~
sanctions on Ba

| baghda
forward and a return to unanim-' \while depriving the Iraqi regime

New York, November 30 \}«‘&

AMID CONTROVERSY over
American threats to attack Iraq
as part of its anti-terrorism cam-
paign, the UN Security Council
met last night to agree on a
revised plan for sanctions
against the country.

Russia, which has previously
blocked British and American
proposals for “smart” sanctions
against Iraq, backed a compro-
mise deal under which a new list
of the items controlled by sanc-
tions will take effect from June
next year. In the meantime, exist-
ing sanctions will continue.

Yesterday, the US played down
talk of early military action
against Iraq. The suggestion
“that something is on the verge of
happening has no particular
underpinning substance to it”,
the secretary of state, Colin Pow-
ell, said. In London a Foreign
Office spokesman hailed the
change in sanctions as “a step

ity among the international com-
munity”. He said implementa-
tion of the new list would mean
“no sanctions on ordinary
imports into Iraq, only controls
on military and weapons-related
goods”.

He added, “Iraq will be free to
meet all its civilian needs, and
the measures will leave the Bagh-
dad regime with no excuses for
the sufferings of the Iraqi peo-
ple.” The list of controlled items
those that need approval from the
UN sanctions committee before
they can be imported by Iraq -
has led to essential civilian goods
being blocked on the grounds
that they might also have mili-
tary uses.

This delivered a propaganda
victory to Iraq and became a big
factor in the breakdown of the
international consensus on sanc-
tions. One of the key aims of the
“smart” sanctions proposal was
to make the list less controversial

of its military supplies.

Despite American and British
satisfaction over the new devel-
opments at the UN, it appeared
last night that Russia would want
further discussion on the
detailed contents of the list
before June.

The US has accepted a Russian
request for a closer look at steps
that might be taken towards
resuming weapons inspections
and lifting sanctions. But
Britain’s Conservative party
leader, Iain Duncan Smith, said
that the UK should be prepared to
support military action against
Iraq if there was evidence of it
supporting international terror-
ism. Some observers, however,
have accused the US of confusing
Iraq’s effort to develop chemical
and germ weapons with terror-
ism, saying that they should be
dealt with as a weapons prolifer-
ation issue.

The Guardian

e

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEX

,,,,,



\ ‘presay

Ased joU ST Jusliigalde Uue Yiim
dn suI00 01 ‘UBISTURYSIY Ul SISLIO
JO saeaA gg Jayre ‘9s.anod JO,,
"POYJTPOW 84 T[IIS PO dINJoNI}S
ay) pres mq daystuimn surrad
oy Sursooyo dnoad s1y yijm
sigquotl Qg punole jo UL
-WLIPA08 WILISIUL ue 0} poaade
suorje8aPp oY) ples biplg
‘sTeN)
-0a@IUT Jo dnousd snadAD ay) pue
dnois Jemeysad poseq-uejsIyed
9} — sdnoad oIxa Ja[[ews om)
aJe I8} ‘@0Uery UISLION al}
Jayye uuog ul 3sa331q puooss o)
“UO0T}OR] S0y oY) opisBuoiy
‘e461 ut porddo] sem ay a0UTs
om0y Ul pasl] sey oym ‘Sury
-Xa 8} 3unjoeq dnouasd ay) 0} 10S1A

-pe ue ‘brprg prurey pres , Kepo)
JO MOIIOWIO} dgAewl UISOYD
9q 03} 3urod aJe sowreu ay[,,,
KOAUD U0 pautem
Spoarde s1 Bulydiens [riun
pesade sT SuryioN,, AepUON
puo£aq yo1a11s Usad pinood 3urfs
-Bey] o} pauonINed uuog Ul syeut
-o1dip uJe)sepy pue Aepasised
29D & YoBal Jou A[SJTULJap pInom
sy[[e} oY} pres ajeds[ep suQ
"Proy suorjoee
pue dn umeap sI UopININISUOS €
[11Un saeak om} JNoge J0J UIA03
031 AJLI0)NE [RUOTIISURI] B J09[2
pmom gorym ‘e3Iip Ao oyl 3ur
-TTed ut afoa orjoquuiss e Leyd [{im
yeys Jyez Sury J8ULIO] Plo-Teok
-,8 12} sasodoud jyeap sul
EwEEm 03

UWILIDIUT MU 913 10] ‘@IURI[[Y UJId
-4II0N 83 AQ Yuoui Ise[ pozias
‘maeyf 8anaas 03 s[qissod se uoos
SE 9010J Teuoljeunynui e Aord
-9p 0} pedU aY) 0} SI9J8I OSTe 3]
*SYIUOW
XIS jnoge ur Aquisesse pueid
TeuciIpeI} J0 ‘B3X{ vAOT] B UsA
-U00 0} UOISSTWWOoI Juspuadap
-ui Te1oads e pue 1anod swaadns
B ‘slaquiali gg 03 dnt JO uUoneIst
-urwIpe te Jo pesoduwios aq prnom
fiaoyne wiravjur 8y} ‘resod
-0xd 3yeap ayj 0} SUIPIOIOY
‘PIES 9 ‘JNIIIP AJ8s
$198 31 Seurel 0} UMOp S|8W0d
1 UBUMm Jng jususarde minesq
B 9ABY UBD NoA £8s s19118W 959}
ur sw ueyj) 3Jousriadxe arowr
Uim asor) usn woszom ueysdry

OUl Ael0j 1S AW ST STU,,,
'SoureU JOIST] oY} St yuI[
surssywt 9y L,, ‘PIes 1zmeq . ‘sut
-QJOW MOJIOWO) Aq }¥9) UBa[d
e A[myedoy JoJ Sutwire ax s\,
‘uoouIS)Je STY) Jyeap oy}
uo ruyeag 03 yoeq Jiodsa pynom
sdnoas ay3 Suyeraq Smau e ploy
1zmeq pewy uewissyods N
'SUOT)oR] JUBIRJ
-ip anoj sy} 03 Juaisaide aded
-U8ASS JJeIpP B pajuasaad ‘upzewl
-BY SurInp sejedalep Aueur 9YI]
3ur)se] pue suorjerjo3au 3ulfe
-nad syl Aq pelsneyxs ‘Twryeag
Jepyyer] Aoaua [eroads N
‘Aepung Jo sanoy ALIes 9y} uy
‘auog apIs
-Jno Y e Uo IS[W Ul papnoays
[e10Yy AITanoas- Qo« ur suois

-sas gururedaeq Usemiaq ALINos
sajederep se urduep dooy sora]
-Unoo J0Uop 31q pue N a3} 101
-Jed e ‘Tesp e uo 1Sad pre uorjona)s
-U098X Ul SJe[op Jo suolliig
"SIBqUIBUI 0§ 03 §7 S} Joa0 Surid
-dey TIIS aJe ng AuewIadn) ur
SYT1e) 9sUUL JO SAED XIS Suranp
jusuIUIBA08 SuLIeys-iomod B Jo
3UITINO 9Y} 0] paaade oAy SUOT]}

-0B] 9[IXa 931} PUR £1IUN0D 8Y) _

JO 1s0W SJONUOD YOTUM ‘9oUer]
IV WISUJI0N JUBUTWOP Y],
“uonjen}sturipe wiaut
ue 10] saureu uo saade o3 Lep 19
-[joue ax{e) PInod 1 pres jnq ‘Tem
1O SOPEDIP 0M] Jo)Je JUSUIILISAOS
ueqire]-1sod e es1jeulj 03 Aepoj
suorjoey ueysyy [earx pappoad
Nf19UL a,sEmmv g *29( ‘uuoyg

SOQUIIOU JISUNOD UO SUBYS ?{ spoixd ZD

THE TELEGRAPK

L |

-3 0t



(z\\ m,J \ AC <
Press Trust of India J&/J

NEW YORK. Dec. 27. iﬁrm UN
h rity Council has ordered the
freczing of assets of a Pakistani
group and three other Pakistani
individuals for their suspected
links with Osama bin Laden.

Announcing the UN decision,
the Security Council committee,
which monitors sanctions against
Afghanistan, said  Ummah
Tameer-e-Nau (UTN) and three
individuals, including two nuclear
scientists, were suspected of
having close links with Osama and
Mutllah Omar.

The UN action followed the US
freezing of the assets of UTN last
week. Washington said UTN was
believed to be an organisation
that claimed to feed the hungry
and the needy of Afghanistan but
in fact provided information
about nuclear weapons to the Al
Qaida. The Security Council’s
move now makes it mandatory for
all the UN member nations to
freeze any assets o» the group and

targeted by the wod::Q OQ
were Sultan Bashiruddin Me-
hmood and Abdul Majeed who
were suspected by the FBI of pas-
sing i knowhow on nuclear
weapons to the Al Qaida. The
identity of the third Pakdig
individual was immediate
known. While Mehmood rcth
4. the head of the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission, Maj-
cud was a former chief engineer in
the samue commission.

UN secretary-general Mr Kofi
Annan has written to India’s
Prime Minister Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Pakistan’s President
Mr Pervez Musharraf asking them
to avoid actions and statements
that would “escalate tensions.”
Mr Annan appealed to them to
make every effort to foster a
“calmer atmosphere”.

.

A/

s Pak group’s assets
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ISLAMABAD, Dec. 27. — At least 40 people
were killed when US jets bombed
Afghanistan’s eastern Paktika province,

sources in Pakistan’s border tribal rim said
|
| Samw

i

“The attack took place when the people
were asleep,” said one source quoting
witnesses from Naka village, which was among
those reportedly hit.

At least five houses were destroyed in the
bombardment, including the house of one
commander in the vanquished fundamentalist
Taliban, Maulvi Taha, the private Pakistan-
based Afghan Islamic Press said.

Witnesses said he was not in the house at the

M. AN

Pakistani soldiers man a camouflaged anti-aircraft gun at Karachi on Thursday. —AP/PT!

US air strike kills 40 Afghans «

time and was unharmed, AIP said.

The source in the Waziristan tribal agency
on the border with Pakhtika said 40 people
were killed, up to 60 wounded and 25 houses
destroyed in the raid.

AIP put the death toll at 25 with four
wounded and quoted witnesses as saying the
bombing was so severe that it was difficult to
identify some of the dead.

The villagers said they did not understand
why they had been bombed, saying that no
members of Osama hin Laden’s al Qaeda
militant network were in the area. “Neither
Osama nor any other foreigner is in our
village,” the source quoted one villager as
saying. The villagers said they supported the
new UN-sponsored interim government in
Afghanistan, the source said.

The report of the attack comes a week bfter
US planes hit a convoy that Washington insists
was carrying Al-Qaida leaders and their
Taliban protectors in neighbouring Pakhtia.

Local residents and survivors said the
convoy was en route to the inauguration of the
new interim government of Hamid Karzai at
the weckend in Kabul when it came under
attack. About 65 people were killed.

Abdul Hakim Munib, a local clder, today
said Mr Karzai had promised he would ask the
USA to halt aerial attacks on Pakhtia,

He said Mr Karzai had also appointed a
feam to investigate the incident.

US officials have insisted the convoy had
opened fire on US aircraft just before it was
bombed and had been carrying leaders of Al-
Qaida and the Taliban.

Istamabad-Kabul |
stand-off
continues |

Press Trust of India

KABUL, Dec. 27. — The stand-
off  between  Pakistan  and
Afghanistan after the collapse of
the Pak-backed Taliban regime
continued, with Afghan foreign
minister Mr Abdullah Abdullah
refusing to set any time frame for
resumption of their diplomatic
t1es.

Asserting that Pak-Afghan
relations had to be now based on
clear declaration by Islamabad
for mutual respect of sovereignty
and non-interference, the Afghan
foreign minister insisted last
night that the issue of reopening
of Pakistan mission here was a
bilateral one and under
discussion.

Pakistan foreign minister Mr
Abdul Sattar during his weekend
visit here handed a letter to
Afghanistan’s interim leader Mr
Hamid Karzai from President Mr

akistan and expressing
slamabad’s keen desire to
reopen its mission here.

Pakistan closed their mission
here as forces of the new
government advanced towards
Kabul weeks before the fall of the
Taliban regime.

According to residents, the
Pakistani diplomats here had
moved out along with Taliban
cadres as they fled in panic after
continuous US bombing raids.

During his media interaction,
Afghan foreign minister Mr
Abdullah  Abdullah  said he
wanted Pakistan to hand over all
Taliban leaders and their ranks 1
the proposed UN internationa! |
war crimes court, which is being ;
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UNH@, December 21

THE UNITED Nations, in a reso-
lution which apparently rebuffs
the US stand, said Yasser Arafat
has a central role in the West
Asia peace process.

The resolution, adopted last
night with overwhelming major-
ity, calls for establishment of a
“monitoring mechanism” to
protect civilians in the occupied
territories which Israel opposes
and demands an end to the 15-
month violence.

Washington had cast a veto
in the Security Council to kill
a_ similar resolution. But it
hiis no veto in the UN General
Agsembly.

*The resolution comes in wake
of Israel declaring Arafat “irrel-
evint” to the peace process. But
uplike the council resolutions
tiat are mandatory, the assem-
I;;;resolutlon is not enforceable
though they have more moral
authority as decision is taken by
the entire membership of the
United Nations.

Meeting in an emergency ses-
sion after the US vetoed the
Arab sponsored resolution in
the 15-member council, the 189-
member assembly adopted a res-
olution that emphasised that the
Arafat and his administration
remain the “indispensable and
legitimate” party for the peace.

ISRAEL MAY BAR ARAFAT FROM BETHLEHEM

ISRAEL WILL ban Yasser Arafat from visiting Christ's birthplace Bethlehem in-
the Wast Bank this Christmas unless the Idllers of Israeli Tourism Minigter
Rehavam Zeevi are arrested, Isracli radio reported on Friday. The Mimster of
Tourism was assassinated on October 17 i ineast demsalem

“Yasger-Arafat has not yet pfesemd a request o go to Betmehem, butifhe
did it wouild be turned down so long as he has not had the two killers of the
minister-arrested,” said an official who asked to remain anoriymous.

The official also demanded the's arrest of Ahmed Saadat, head of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Pa!ec!miaﬂ (PFLP), which claimed the assassina-
tion. He said the three men were in the Palestinian autonomous zone of

Ramaliah in the West Bank.

Aratat usually heads the celebrationis tt_tamlvity attendmgﬂa midnight
mass. An official of the Romen Catholic pat¥igrchate said it would be * Ifg,nmr

of the Israsli authorities” to refuse Arafat

to attend the Christmas -

ceremonies and ‘we very much hope he will aﬁmd : e
Represemaﬁvas ofthe Chrwnan churches had met Arafaton O

Ramallah and the Pafestinian leader had vowed to “g

had o come on foot,” a Christian leader who asked not to be identl

The resolution, adopted by
124 votes to six with 25 absten-
tions, also called for “preserving
fully” the Palestinian authority
and said Israel is an obstacle
to peace. The United States,
Israel, the Marshall Islands,
Nauru and Tuvalu voted against
the resolution that the Ameri-
can ambassador John Negro-
ponte said does not address
the “terrible dynamics” of the
region.

The session was requested by
Egypt on behalf of the Arab
league and South Africa for non-
aligned movement. The assem-
bly also approved another reso-
lution by 133 votes to four with
sixteen abstentions which
endorses the one adopted by the
international conference in
Geneva on December 5e which
called on Israel, “the occupying

.power”, to stop “willful killing

and torture” and end unjustified

\
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rebudfs US stand on W Asm
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restriction on free mov ment of
the Palestinian people.
Welcoming the resolution,
Palestinian observer Nasser al-
Kidwa accused Israel of consid-

- ering itself above law and

expressing contempt for the UN
resolutions.

Meanwhile, Arab foreign
ministers meeting in Cairo
have expressed their “support”
for the policies of Palestinian
President Yasser  Arafat,
who on Sunday ordered a halt

to armed operations against
Israel.

Ministers and other represen-
tatives of the 22 states of the
Arab League in a final commu-
nique yesterday expressed
their “support for the position
of the Palestinian authority, .
that is looking to achieve
a political solution based
on the creation of an indepen-
dent Palestinian State, sover-
eign and with its capital
Jerusalem.”

Hamas ceasefire: The Palestin-
ian militant group Hamas togay
ordered an end to suicide bongb-
ings and mortar attacks in
Israel.

A senior Hamas official in the
West Bank said the decision was
made to preserve Palestinian
unity.

Agencies
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5* UN warns US. -

\
“against exlending

war on terrorism

UNITED NATIONS: The UN has warned the U.S.
against extending its war on terrorism to Iraq, say-
ing that such an action would e acerbate situation’

in West Asia. X%
But simultaneously, the orld body was ¢fitical
of Iraq too, pointing out that it has made no move-

ment to allow United Nations weapons inspectors
back into country and urged it allow them in as
demanded by the security council.

Media reports have often said Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein might still be trying to develop
weapons of mass destruction. The inspectors are
expected to ensure that he does not do so and set
up a monitoring system. \

A report by them that Iraq does not possess the
capacity of producing weapons of mass destruction
and does not have them is a key condition for lift-
ing of the more than decade old sanction against it.

UN secretary general Kofi Annan, replying to
questions at his year-end press conference, said he
had indicated on several occasions that it would be

“unwise” to attack Iraq now. \

“I have not seen any evidence linking Iraq to]

what happened on 11 September. Of course, any
attempt to do that can exacerbate the situation and
raise tensions in a region that is already under
strain because of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict”.

At the same time, he said, Iraq has to begin
responding to the security council’s resolutions and
allow inspectors to go back into the country.
“When I saw the Iraqi foreign minister here during
the general debate, he repeated the Iraqi position
and had nothing new to tell me. But I think there is
pressure on Iraq to respond to the council’s request
to return the inspectors”, Mr Annan said.

To a question, he said the discussion about
extending war on terrorism was going on outside
the United States and the security council.

“This is not a security council decision, such as
that concerning the Afghan operations or the deci-
sion to bring Al Qaida to justice. This is discussions
that is taking place mainly in Washington and of
course other governments have also taken part”,
he added. “I have indicated that I think in the
longer term, on a broad basis, we need to focus on
using resolutions that the security council has
passed”, he said. 7y o~
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UNHQ, Dec. 15. - The USA
today vetoed a UN Security
Council draft resolution that
it said ignored the recent
spate of Palestinian attacks
against Israelis, exercising its
veto power for only the second
time in over four years.

Israel welcomed, but the
Palestinians condemned, the
US veto today that killed a
UN resolution urging interna-
tional monitors in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

“It is with regret that the
USA has decided to make use
of its veto to block this resolu-
tion,” said US Ambassador to
the United Nations, Mr John
Negroponte, during the meet-
ing of the Security Council.

“Unfortunately the resolu-
tion before us fails to address
the dynamics at work in the
region. Instead its purpose is
to isolate politically one of the
parties to the conflict,” Mr
Negroponte said.

Twelve members of the Se-
curity Council voted in favour
of the resolution, with two ab-
stentions by the UK and Nor-
way. The resolution, co-spon-
sored by Tunisia and Egypt,
condemns “all acts of terror,
in' particular those targeting
civilians,” and “all acts of ex-
tra-judiciary executions, ex-
cessive use of force and wide
destruction of properties.”

The text further called for
the immediate cessation of
“all acts of violence, provoca-
tion and destruction,” a re-
sumption of talks between Is-
rael and the Palestinians and
implementation of recommen-
dations made in the Mitchell
Report on violence in West
Asia.

The resolution also encour-
ages establishment of a “mo-
nitoring mechanism” to aid in

\

.
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Palestinian protesters run for cover as the Israeli army opens fire at Beit Hanun, Gaza Strip, on Saturday. — AP/PTI

implementing the Mitchell
Report and to “help create a
better situation in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories”.
But Mr Negroponte said it
was fundamentally flawed be-
cause it did not even mention
“recent acts of terrorism”
against Israelis or those re-
sponsible for them.
Meanwhile Palestinian
leaders vehemently criticised
the US move.
“The American position will
not be useful to the peace

process and establishing qui-
et in the region,” Mr Nabil
Abu Rdainah, advisor.to Pal-
estinian President Mr Yasser
Arafat, said.

Israel was however upbeat.
Mr Raanan Gissin, an advisor
to Israeli Prime Minister Mr
Ariel Sharon, praised the
stand taken by USA.

“The USA is honest and fol-
lows its own policy announce-
ment that you can’t on the one
hand support terrprist activi-
ty instigated by the Palestini-

an Authority and at the same
time fight against terror in
Afghanistan,” he said. “Moni-
tors have never stopped terror
activities. They have only
complicated the situation,”
Mr Gissin said.

The draft resolution warned
of a dangerous deterioration
in the region and called for an
immediate halt to violence.

It encouraged “all concerned
to establish a monitoring
mechanism” to help ease con-
ditions in the West Bank and

Gaza.

The resolution also sought to
bolster Mr Arafat days after
Israel severed ties with him
and branded him “irrelevant”
in response to the spate of at-
tacks on Israelis this month.
In March, the USA vetoed a
similar resolution that called
for an observer force which Is-
rael opposes.

At least 777 Palestinians
and 233 Israelis have been
killed since the wuprising
against Israeli occupation

flared in September last year
after US-mediated peace ef-
forts collapsed.
Israel pulls out of Gaza
town: Israel today began to
withdraw its troops from a
Palestinian-ruled town in
northern Gaza. Palestinian
officials said Israeli tanks left
Beit Hanoun tonight after
ploughing into the area
earlier in the day. Israeli
troops shot four Palestinians
during the raid.

About 30 tanks stormed into

vetoes UN draft on West Asia

the town overnight after Isra-
eli warplanes bombed Palesti-
nian leader Mr Yasser Arafa-
t's compound in Gaza City for
a third straight night.

Evoking memories of the
early days of the Palestinian
uprising, hundreds of Palesti-
nian youths hurled stones at
the tanks in a sign of defiance
of the intense Israeli military
and political onslaught.

“Everyone was scared. It’s
war,” said one Beit Hanun
resident.

Any hope for diplomatic ef-

| forts to contain the nearly 15

months of violence were fur-
ther crushed as the USA
made plans to pull back peace
envoy Mr Anthony Zinni,
whose " mission has been
wrecked by a bloody escala-
tion of anti-Israeli attacks
and retaliatory strikes.

Mubarak-Zinni talks: Egyp-

t’s President Mr Hosni Mubar-
ak began talks with Washing-
ton’s two main West Asia en-
voys today to discuss mount-
ing violence between Israel
and the Palestinians, presi-
dential sources said. Mr Mu-
barak, accompanied by Egyp-
t's foreign minister, Mr Ahmed

] Maher, met retired Marine

Corps Gen Anthony Zinni and
US assistant secretary of
state, Mr William Burns at the
Salam Palace in Cairo.

Mr Mubarak and Gen Zinni
will “discuss the latest devel-
opments in the Palestinian
territories in the light of
Egyptian and US efforts to
contain the deteriorating sit-
uation in the region and to re-
vive the peace process”, Egyp-
t's semi-official Akhbar el-
Yom newspaper said today

The talks are also likely to
discuss Washington’s decision
to veto the UN resolution de-
manding an immediate halt
to violence in West Asia.
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Brahimi endorses

AN Pak-

By B\Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 2. The United Na-
tions Special Envoy on Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi, has
given an impression that he en-
dorses the view of the military
government in Pakistan that Tali-
ban elements in some form or the
other would have to find a place
in the future set-up in Afghanis-
tan if the political alternative to
Taliban has to survive.

Mr. Brahimi, who is on a tour of
the region for a first hand assess-
ment of the situation in Afghan-
istan and views of various groups
connected with the future set-up
in Kabul, left for Teheran this
morning after spending four days
here.

At a news conference, Mr. Bra-
himi said that the United Nations
would continue its efforts for pro-
motion of ‘political acumen’
among the people of Afghanistan
to help pave way towards a lasting
peace.

In the course of extensive dis-
cussions with all those who mat-
ter, Mr. Brahimi has left no one in
doubt that finding an alternative
viable set-up to Taliban would be
an Herculean task that required
patience. “I have come here to Is-
lamabad, just as 1 will go very
soon to Teheran and other cap-
itals around Afghanistan to seek
the views of Afghans and their
neighbours on the future of Af-
ghanistan. I will have to be back
in New York for the start of the
debate at the General Assembly,
but I will return again to the re-
gion as soon as possible.”

Mr. Brahimi said his discus-
sions with various groups and key
players in the future of Afghan-
istan, including the Pakistani au-
thorities, have been informative,
constructive and cordial. “T fully
concur with President Musharraf

" that the unity of Afghanistan and
its territorial integrity must be

view wV A

preserved. 1 also agree that a
broad-based, multi-linguistic and
fully representative Government
must be established, and that the
new power structure must be
homegrown and truly representa-
tive of the Afghans’ wishes.”

The comments made by the
U.N. Envoy assume significance
in the context of the efforts made
by the United States and its allies
to give a boost to the Northern
Alliance to march towards Kabul
by intense bombing of the so-
called frontlines of the Taliban in
the last few days.

He said the future Government
would -also have to maintain
friendly relations with all its
neighbors and not allow its terri-
tory to be used for any kind of
hostile acts abroad. The U.N. has
a clear commitment from’the in-
ternational community that it
should play a central role, and has
faith that all those concerned will
support these endeavour to assist
the people of Afghanistan.

Desecration of idols
triggers violence

BULDHANA, NoV. 2. Curfew has been
imposed in Buldhana district of
Maharashtra after communal vio-
lence erupted following desecra-
tion of images of God on
Thursday night, police said here
today.

“Police have declared indefi-
nite curfew from 2 p.m. to control
the situation,” senior police offi-
cials said, adding, the situation
was tense but under control.

Tension in Bihar town

Communal tension gripped
Mehsi, a small town in East
Champaran district of Bihar, to-
day following a rumour that an
idol was desecrated by members
of a particular community.— PTI
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W
AS THE U s 1ID Yoalition against terror pur-
sues its military objgctive of hunting down Osa-
ma bin Laden and his outdit and bringing them
to justice, the Taliban army is either regrouping
around its <tronghold of kandahar for a threat-
ened guerilla war or, more likely, disappearing
across the border into ethnic-friendly areas of
Pakistan. Iy all probability, the motley crowd of
non-Afghars mercenaries has faded as fast as it
emerged o the woene sxvears ago from the
madrassas A sveck of positive. swift develop-
ments thus hrings relative cadm ahead of the ho-
lv. month i Ramadan and sees the global
coalition’s task rendered much less exacting. Al-
50, edarly fears among the infernational commu-
nity that the victorious Northern Alliance may
faunch reprisal killings have largely proved un-
founded. For understandable reasons, however,
the sinndteous effort to put in place an ad-
ministrative setup and acceptable power-shar-
ing arrangeineni in Kabul has not kept pace with
the militars gains, Washingion, which was keen
on an interny setup being headed by the former
king, My, Zuhir Shuh, has been unable to locate
Pashtun leaders who could get on board and
ensurc that iiwe concerns of its aily, Pakistan, are
met. lis unbieeded advice to the Northern Alli-
ance not t: maich nto Kabul perhaps reflected
these concerns. Pakistan, which co-sponsored
the Taliben aud remained faithful to it till the
very last possible day, is unreconciled to the loss
of its strategre depth and the return of the North-
ern Alliance Yor now, it is perhaps the worst
loser, having also io contend with the backlash
at home. For Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the most
immediate nightmare must be that Pakistan’s
rugged, mountainous tiibal agencies bordering
Afghanistan offer impregnable hideouts for the
retreating laliban

As the Northern Alliance consolidates its
gains und extends its successes to southern and

“U.N. AND AFGHANISTAN 4V~

eastern Afghanistan, speed of action on the part
of the U.N. is of the essence. The Security Coun-
cil has acted with commendable urgency to ap-
prove a plan for the country’'s political future
drawn up by its experienced special representa-
tive, Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi. The plan calls for a
broadbased interim administration to rule for
two years when a constitution will be ready. A
multinational force will also be deploved in the
country to keep the peace among the different
factions divided along ethnic and sectarian lines.
The unanimity in the U.N. Council will ensure
that Mr. Brahimi is no more undermined by the
different geopolitical interests which have for
centuries brought havoc to Afghanistan. He has
the unchallenged authority to keep meddling
neighbours at bay and India will hope that he
will exercise the power effectively.

The scenes of jubilation witnessed in Kabul
after the capital was liberated from the harsh
Taliban regime provided perhaps the first tangi-
ble justification for the global action to rid the
country of the obscurantist elements. The speed
with which the Taliban forces have been scat-
tered, as much by the Northern Alliance’s efforts
on the ground as by unprecedented American
bombing, has called the bluff of the sponsors of
the outfit. It has also underscored the validity of
the decision of the majority of the United Na-
tions members not to grant recognition to the
regime headed by the Taliban which had se-
cured control of most parts of the country. In
fact, in the continuing battle for peace in Af-
ghanistan, the United Nations appears to have
gained a rightful leadership role. It is 4 time of
critical test for the U.N and its voiceless majority
to prove themselves especially after the doubts
about the viability of the organisation raised by a
series of unilateral actions in the past decade,
highlighted in the former Yugoslavia. / '
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/Anti-terror war will hurt
plans: Annan
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UNHQ, Nov. 11. — Developing
nations have warned that pov-
erty and poor living conditions
breed extremists.

At the same time, the UN Sec-
retary-General, Mr Kofi Annan,
said at the annual General As-
sembly debate where more than
150 Presidents, Prime Minis-

" ters-and foreign ministers were
present that the fight against
terrorism would overshadow
programmes to combat poverty,
disease, and education.

“The number of people living
on less than $1 a day has not
decreased,” since the 11 Sep-
tember attacks, he said yester-
day. “South African President
Mr Thabo Mbeki said it was ob-
vious the fundamental conflict
in the world today is the depri-
vation of millions “co-existing
side-by-side with islands of
enormous wealth and prosperi-
ty.” “This breeds a sense of in-
justice, social alienation, de-
spair and a willingness to sacri-
fice their lives among those
who feel they have nothing to

REUTERS

Mr Kofi Annan

lose and everything to gain,” he
added.

Nine Latin American Presi-
dents spoke, most saying they
had direct experience with ter-
rorists, with Colombia’s Mr An-
dres Pastrana and Peru’s Mr
Alejandro Toledo having been
victims of kidnappings.

“Unequal distribution causes
frustration and despair ... and
generates the conditions that
give rise to conflicts and clash-

1

es where different types of fun-

damentalism are at work,” Ar-

gentina’s President Mr Fernan-

do de la Rua said.

The French foreign minister,
Mr Hubert Vedrine, warned .
wealthy nations that building
up a just global community “in-
stead of just talking about it or !
yearning for it, will mean giv-

ing up privileges,
wealth and power in new ways,

sharing |

and rewriting certain rules
hitherto held to be inviolable.” '
{ The US President made his
first speech at the UN, and then

watched speaker after speaker
support anti-terrorism steps he

had advocated. “The time for

action has arrived,” he said.

Noting the short distance be-

tween the UN headquarters

and the WTC, Mr George Bush
said “many still lie in a tomb of -
rubble”. Despite the support for |
counter-terrorism action, the “

‘war in Afghanistan made a few
nations uneasy,
Pakistan and Iran, who have
supported opposing
tions over the
civil war.

decade of
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‘Kabul rejects
talks with UN

7~
Islamabad, October 31 Ml \

THE TALIBAN leadership today
rejected contacts with the UN
special envoy on Afghanistan,
accusing the world body of being
“a tool” of the United States.

Tensions between the two
sides emerged over a meeting
between the Taliban’s ambas-
sador to Islamabad, Mullah
Abdul Salam Zaeef, and the UN
special envoy Lakhdar Brahimi.

UN spokesman Eric Falt said
Brahimi had “no time” to meet
Zaeef to discuss the US-led air
strikes against the Islamic militia.

But Taliban leader Mullah
Omar was reported to have
ordered the ambassador not to
meet the special representative of
UN secretary general K Annan.

“It is now proved 100 per cent
that the United Nations is not
impartial. It has become a tool in
the hands of America,” Omar
was quoted as saying by the
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP).

The UN envoy arrived on Sun-
day for his first trip to the region
since the September 11 attacks.

Brahimi has been discussing
options for a possible post-Tal-

y

|\

iban Government with a rahge of
people. He met Pakistan’s Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf' and
exiled Afghan leaders yesterday.
The Taliban has pulled out of
past UN-backed peace talks with
opposition forces, accusing the
UN, which has imposed sanctions
against the fundamentalist
regime, of being a US puppet.
AIP quoted Zaeef as saying
that Brahimi’s office had
expressed an interest in a meet-
ing. “We contacted Kandahar
and the Amirul Momeneen
(Omar) rejected the request.”
Zaeef did meet UN high com-
missioner for refugees Ruud
Lubbers yesterday to discuss the
growing humanitarian crisis.
But he said, “We are not inter-
ested in meeting Brahimi.
Nobody has any right to install a
broad-based Government in
Afghanistan.”

. Brahimi has said the demili-
tarisation of Kabul is essential to
the success of any new Afghan
Government. But yesterday he
said there was no political solu-
tion that could remove the Tal-

iban from power in Afgh;is};r;/\
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

UNHQ, Nov. 28. — The United
Nations has ordered a global
freeze on assets held by every
member of the former Taliban
government in Afghanistan
and accounts of Afghan-related
businesses, including one held
at Citibank in New Delhi.

The new list names 152 Tali-
ban officials, beginning with
Mullah Mohammad Omar.

The list, which incorporates
many of the names made public
by the George W Bush Admin-
istration as part of its anti-ter-
rorism campaign, was adopted
yesterday by the Security
Council committee enforcing
binding UN resolutions requir-
ing all nations to comply with
the freeze order.

The Bush administration has
been trying to get countries to

CHARGE AGAINST 650: ASHCROFT

respond to the lists it hhs made
public so far.

A Saudi charity appears on the
new Security Council list as well
as the entire Al-Barakaat finan-
cial network, a Somali-based
money transferring network with
operations in north America.

Osama Bin Laden, his deputies
and suspected several terrorist
outfits operating in Central
Asia, appear on the new list.

Militant anti-Israel groups
such as Hamas and Hizbullah
are not on the list.

On 9 October, a Security
Council committee, enforcing
sanctions on the Taliban, or-
dered states to freeze the assets
of 13 individuals and three
companies in addition to 11 ter-
ror groups named two weeks

earlier by the Bush Adminis-
tration. A 28 September UN
resolution requires all 189 UN
member states to deny financ-
ing, support and sanctuary to
terrorists.

The US attorney general, Mr
John Ashcroft, said federal
criminal or immigration charg-
es have been brought against
more than 650 people, includ-
ing a number of “suspected ter-
rorists” and suspected mem-
bers of the Al Qaida network,
since 11 September.

At a news conference yester-
day, Mr Ashcroft said about
550 people remained in custody
on immigration charges. “We
believe we have Al Qaida mem-
bers in custody and we'll use
every constitutional tool to

N ordgrs freeze on Taliban assets

keep suspected terrorists
locked up,” he said without giv-
ing any details.

Mr Ashcroft said a “a number
of individuals” facing criminal
or immigration charges were
“suspected terrorists.” The new
figures represented a more pre-

cise breakdown than that given -
on 5 November when the ad-
ministration said 1,182 people !

had been arrested on federal,

state or local charges, detained .

for immigration violations, or
held as material witnesses.
Some of the 1,182 have since
been released.

Of the 104 people facing feder-
al charges, 55 were in custody, :

Mr Ashcroft said, adding that |

the justice department s trying .

to find those responsible for the
hijacked-plane attacks on New
York’s World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. ,
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IT WOULD not do to rush to conclusions.
Nor may the gesture be of the same genre as
Kissinger’s secret air-dash to Beijing which
led to the overturning of the then Cold War
equations. But few would doubt the potential
significance of the handshake at the UN on
Monday between US Secretary of State Colin
Powell and Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi — the first between cabinet minis-
ters of the two countries since 1979, when
the US-backed Shah was ousted and Islamic
militants held 52 Americans hostage in
Teheran for 444 days.

~Iran and America have been sworn ene-
mies since then. “Death to America” is the
chant that has emanated all these years from
the mosques of Qom, the nursery of Iranian
theocracy. The US froze billions of dollars of
Iran’s assets that lay in the American finan-
cial system since the days of the Shah and
proceeded to strangulate it economically, for-
bidding even its business corporations — as
well as those of its allies — from engaging in
transactions with oil-rich Iran. Shia mili-
tants have since then regularlystruck at
American targets in West Asia.

goes, Delhi is not too far for them.

/N~ Handshakeatthe UN 2\

It is pertinent to keep in mind that the
Powell-Kharrazi handshake has comg at a
time when US is trying to route the Taliban
which had pretensions to establish an
Islamic Emirate, and ending the free run
that Osama bin Laden has been enjoying
from his Afghan hideout. Two other parame-
ters are also relevant here: Iran is the
world’s first Islamic theocratic state which
came into being through the revolutionary
process and that the US-led war in
Afghanistan has attracted loud denuncia-
tions from the streets in the Islamic world.

Complex processes are at @prk here. The
foreign ministers of the twq colintries shook
hands when leading representatives of sev-
eral countries met to deliberate on the future
of the post-Taliban scene in Afghanistan.
Since President Syed Mohammed Khatami
took charge in 1997and offered a moderate
face to the world, the US and Iran have made
infructuous moves to re-establish ties. It is to
be seen if the handshake at the UN will be a
precursor to a refashioning of ties, which
will be a signal for far-reaching political
changes in West Asia. /
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Zahir vital

to Kabul =/
future: UN'

Washington, November 16

THE UNITED Nations has said
that former Afghan King Zahir
Shah has a vital role to play in
Afghanistan’s future and that
India and Pakistan do not quali-
fy for a peacekeeping force.

“Shah has a vital role to play
in Afghanistan’s future,” said
Francesc Vendrell, UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan’s deputy
special representative.

Vendrell referred to a poll con-
ducted by officers of the UN spe-
cial mission in Peshawar that
shows overwhelming support for
the former King among newly
arrived Afghan refugees, Sada
reports.

Mentioning  Burhanuddin
Rabbani, still recognised as the
head of state in Afghanistan by
the UN even after the overthrow
of his government by the Tal-

- iban, Vendrell said: “If he does
return; of course he has the right
to call himself the President of
Afghanistan.”

“It is up to him to choose the
title he takes, but it is for the
international  community to
recognise any new government
in Afghanistan.” -

Vendrell said India, Pakistan,
Russia and Iran did nof qualify to
be part of a multilateral peace
force, under the UN umbrella, as
these nations had interests in
Afghanistan.

To a question about the possi-
bility of a UN peacekeeping force
in the country, he said: “Blue hel-
mets mean a force to maintain
peace, it is a force that does not
act aggressively, that does not

have a robust mandate. There is

no agreement yet to verify this
and there is no peace agreement,
so the issue of a classic blue hel-
meted force does not arise at the
moment.” A

Instead, he stressed on an
“international security force
that would be available to main-
tain order, help a new provision-
al or interim council work inside
Kabul, and assist the UN in its
functions in Afghanistan”.

He said the UN was trying to

U

help the Afghan people start
some kind of an interim admin-
istration that would eventually
lead to a provisional govern-
ment, and finally to elections.
Vendrell stressed that the world
body was not trying to decide
upon a legitimate government
for Afghanistan.

The UN Secretary General

"wants both a political and a

humanitarian affairs office in
Kabul, he said.

The UN envoy is to visit Kabul
where he intends to meet leaders .
of the Northern Alliance. “I will
invite the United Front (North-
ern Alliance) to a meeting of var-
jous Afghan groups that Lakhdar
Brahimi (UN special representa-
tive to Afghanistan) wants to
hold at an appropriate place at
the earliest opportunity.”

He clarified that the UN
humanitarian and political pres-
ence in Kabul had nothing to do
with recognising the Northern
Alliance.

“The legitimisation of any
authority in Afghanistan is in
the hands of the Afghan people
and for that there needs to be an
internationally acceptable
process, such as elections or a
very carefully convened Loya
Jirga (grand council of elders),”
he explained.

UK envoy for Kabul
The Blair Government has
named the diplomat it will send
to Kabul in days, claiming that he
will be the first representative of
a Western government to reach
the Afghan capital after the
strikes began.

Stephen Evans is regarded as
one of the Foreign Office’s most
knowledgeable Afghan experts
and has served in Pakistan and
Afghanistan in a UN mission in
1996 and 1997.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
told a news conference on Thurs-
day: “This emphasises the fact
that we always saw the military
action as an essential part but a
first part of the total strategy.”

Indo-Asian News Service

& Reuters/

‘HE HINDUST AN gy
I NGV 2o



REUTERS

UNITED NATIONS, NOVEMBER 15
HE 'UN Security Council
approved on Wednesday a
blueprint for the interna-

tional community to follow to fill

the void in Afghanistan after ttie un-

expected flight of the Taliban.

Inaresolution adopted by a 15-0
vote, the Counci supported plans
by Lakhdar Brahimi, UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan’s special en-
voy for Afghanistan, who is trying to
convene an urgent mecting of
Afghan factions to form a provi-
sional government. Brahimi has
also proposed an intemational se-

+ curity foree to guard major cities, es-
pecially Kabul, the capital.

The resolution said a new
Afghan government should be
multi-ethnic, respect human rights
of alf people regardless of gender or
religion, and combat terrorism and
illicitdrug trafficking.

Somewhat ambiguous was a
provision that “encourages” coun-
tries to “ensure the safety and secu-
rity of areas of Afghanistan no
longer under Taliban control.”
British, French and Russian ambas-
sadors said the resolution did not
authorise a follow-on peacekeeping
force and a new measure would be
needed for that purpose. For the

-moment, the resolution appears to

LATEST NORTHERN ALLIANCE GAINS

v\

N
TURKMENIRTAN

UZBEKISTAN o

 PAKISTAN

CHINA
_ TAJIKISTAN ’

Area held by the
L] Northern Alliance
at start of campaign

Area captured by
i Northern Alliance

LJ Taliban control

leave the US maximum flexibility to
prosecute a war launched in an ef-
fort to root out militants blamed for
the attacks on the US.

An international security force
would begin with British or Ameri-
can troops already in the area,
diplomats said. French Foreign
Minister Hubert Vedrine said in
New York his country would con-
tribute to such a force. Other na-
tions being considered- included

— .
IE Map/B.K. SHARMA

Australia, New Zealand, Germany,
Turkey, Bangladesh and Jordan,
UN officials said.

The first step, however, is to or-
ganise a meeting among the coun-
try’s factions. The US and other
governments have pushed the UN

& Wednesday. “The UAE has

'part of a five-point UN plan

‘UAE to host
Afghan meet’

M ABU DHABE The proposed
UN-sponsored conference on
Afghanistan will be held in the
United Arab Emirates, Abu
Dhabi television said on

agreed to a UN request to host

a conterence of Afghan fac-

tions,” the sateltite TV said.
An Afghan conference is a

unveiled at an emergency ses-
sion of the UN Security Council
on Tuesday after the Opposi-
tion Northern Alliance cap-
tured Kabul from the hardline
Islamist Taliban militia.
—AFP

legitimacy than one imposed by
Washington alone. But with Kabul,
Mazar-i-Sharif and other northern
cities having fallen to the Northern
Alliance, the military campaign ap-
pears to have outpaced political
manocuvres, despite worldwide

LAV

UN gwg/s nod to Afghan revival blueprint

cope with competing goals of the
Pashtuns and the Northern Al-
liance. But he made clear that the
UN would not “parachute in” offi-
cials to set up a protectorate as in
East Timor or Kosovo but invite
Afghans, whether at home. in exile.
or in refugee camps in Pakistan and
Iran, totake the lead.

He said the first meeting of all
factions should discuss steps tocon-
vene a provisional council, reflect-
ing various Afghan groups. It
should be chaired by “an individual
recognised as a symbol of national
unity,” an apparent reference toex-
iled king Mohammad Zahir Shah.
The council would plan a transi-
tional administration that would
run the country for up to two vears.

Atthe same time, an emergency
Loya Jirga, or grand Assembly of
tribal eldets, would convene to ap-
prove security arrangements and
help write a Constitution. A second
Laya Jirgawould approve the Con-
stitution tocreate a government for
Afghanistan, Brahirnisaid.

“The processes being proposed
are not perfect,” Brahimi said. The
proposed institution “will not in-
clude everyone who should be there

§ SR '
oy NUt =

tothe forefrontof organisinga post-  callsfor UN presence. and it may include some whose cre-
Taliban government in Afghanistan Brahimi,whowasgiventhetask  dentials many in Afghanistan may
so that it would have greater global ~ of organising a government, must  have doubtabout,” he said.
. ———
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.N. envoy calls on

‘ ™~
& Musharraf »° ©

\J\/
By B. Muralidhar Reddy A\

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 30. The Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Mushakyaf,
today told the United Nations Secretary-General’s special envoy on
Afghanistan, Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi, that a ‘political process’ for the
installation of a broadbased government in Kabul should be initiated
simultaneously with the military campaign.

Gen. Musharraf shared his assessment of the situation when Mr.
Brahimi called on him as part of the process of consultations with the
representatives of the Pakistan Government and the Afghan groups
here on the future of Afghanistan.

Reiterating Pakistan’s stand on the need to involve the ‘moderate
elements within the Taliban’ in any future set-up in Kabul, Gen. Mush-
arraf said the unity and integrity of Afghanistan should be preserved.

“Care should be taken to ensure that the future
set-up in Afghanistan is (the result of) a homegrown process and not
imposed from outside. And it should be followed by a major rehabil-
itation and reconstruction process,” Gen. Musharraf told Mr. Brahimi.

On Monday, Mr. Brahimi called on the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, and held a preliminary round of discussions. He sought
Pakistan’s assessment of the latest developments in Afghanistan and
wanted to know what efforts Islamabad was taking for the formation of
a broadbased government in the post-Taliban scenario. .

The envoy is expected to spend four days in Pakistan before proceed-
ing to Tehran. He and his fellow negotiator, Mr. Frances Vendrell, plan
to visit all the neighbours of Afghanistan, particularly Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

Mr. Brahimi’s visit comes at a time when the U.S.-led military cam-
paign in Afghanistan is leading nowhere, and the first concrete initia-
tive by the Afghan tribal leaders at Peshawar to mobilise support in
favour of the former Afghan King, Zahir Shah, failed to take off. Known
for his independent views, Mr. Brahimi has openly criticised any at-
tempt to impose a government in Afghanistan from outside.

Reports from New York suggest that Mr. Brahimi has conveyed his
views to senior U.N. officials, who intend to issue a paper sheftly “to
make sure everybody is talking about the same thing.”

7



ick chat wi

Pak at UN not|
India’s pgpﬁf tea

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 29 OCTOBER

INDIA OFFICIALLY put the

responsibility on Pakistan for :
creating a “conducive” atmo- ;
sphere for talks. Making a sum- ;

mit-dialogue on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly in New
York next month being almost an
impossibility, the Indian govern-
ment said there was “no time” for
such a meeting to take place.

Since there’s little doubt that
this is a foreign policy decision
rather than mere logistics, the
staternent is an indication of
India’s unwillingness to talk to
Pakistan at this point.

from November

8. His meeting
with President

November
. Musharraf’s
speech is on
According to

sent strong feelers to India to
r¢turn to the negotiating table.

n terrorism dominating any
an Kashmir.

ffer serves several purposes.
Afghanistan and the war contin-
and winter, the strains on

Pakistan’s polity are bound to
dncrease.

A sure-fire way of diverting :

‘attention is for Musharraf to
raise the Kashmir issue with
‘characteristic aggression at a
‘summit meeting in New York and

‘home.

A taste of this was available
during the visits of both US secre-
tary of state Colin Powell and the
.German  chancellor
*Schroeder.

*  With the international com-
munity being
Pakistan’s concerns at this time,

India can be pressurised to come
to the table.

Mir Vajpayee will be in the US !

HEAD-ON

Tajpavee and Musharrad

gh-level sources, Pakistan has

Gehard

i against
there’s a feeling in Islamabad that :
{ secure the invitation from
i Bush.

- Bush invite to
Atal worries
Musharraf

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH{ 29 OCTOBER

PAKISTAN IS shaken by US
President George W. Bush’s invi-
tation to Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee to participate in
a one-to-one meeting during the
latter’s visit to the US. Wary of
losing out to New Delhi in the
diplomatic and pro-agenda war
between the two countries,
Pakistan
President
Pervez
Musharraf has
been desperate-
ly trying to get
himself invited
by  President
Bush.

So far,
General
Musharraf's
efforts have met
success. His US

with little

i itinerary still remains the same,
i and a scheduled meeting with
India remains hesitant because !
hile New Delhi doesn’t want to
spund obstructionist, it will insist

the US President on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly is
still awaiting  confirmation.

i However, his spin-doctors have
ch international agenda rather

been trying to convey the

i impression that President Bush,
For Musharraf, the dialogue :

in “an unprecedented gesture,”

i was likely to host an exclusive
ith the world focused on :

dinner for the visiting Pakistani

! dignitary on November 10 in
uing possibly through Ramzan :

New York. The Pakistani

i President is scheduled to address
i the General Assembly a day later.

In contrast, the Indian Prime
Minister has a summit meeting
with the US President lined up in
Washington on November 9. A

{ day later, he travels to New York
i to address the UN General
'win another political victory at ;

Assembly. The invitation to Mr
Vajpayee was extended by the US
secretary of state, Mr Colin
Powell, on behalf of President
Bush, during his visit to New
Delhi earlier this month.

For all his efforts to cosy up

i to the Bush administration with
sensitive  to i

the aim of joining the global war
terrorism,  General
Musharraf has so far failed to
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TUN. calls on Israel to withdraw/’
as

immediately from Palestinian ar

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations Security Council found rare
unanimity on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, calling on Israel in a non-

binding statement to withdraw immedjately from autonomous
Palestinian territories. L\/ 1 r;)/‘ q/( o

The statement was read to reporters’on Thursday by Council President
Richard Ryan, Ireland’s ambassador to the United N4tions, after a ses-
sion lasting about an hour and a half. U.S. ambassador ohn Negroponte
— who threatened earlier this week to veto a legally binding resolution
on Israel —said the statement “represents an endorsement of the diplo-
matic efforts that have been taken on the ground.”

Mr Ryan said, “Council members were deeply concerned by the esca-
lation in violence and deplored the loss both sides.” They “supported
statements in capitals calling for immediate withdrawal of all Israeli
forces from the areas” he added, referring to parts of the West Bank
under Palestinian control. Just before the Council meeting began, an
Israeli official in Jerusalem said the cabinet had decided on a phased
withdrawal of its troops from six West Bank towns. The forces entered
the area to hunt down gunmen suspected of Killing the Igee€li Minister of
Tourism, Rehavam Zeevi, on October 17. (Agencies)
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UN starts

S Rajagopalan/Aditya Sinha
Washington/Peshawar, October 21

EFFORTS TO cobble together a
post-Taliban government will get
under way in earnest tomorrow
when UN special envoy Lakhdar
Brahimi visits Rome for talks
with exiled King Zahir Shah and
other Afghan groups.

Brahimi, the UN point person
for Afghanistan, held consulta-
tions with Vice-President Dick
Cheney and senior officials of
the State Department here on
Friday as the US Special Forces
mounted a ground offensive in
select locations.

The US broadly favours the
formation of a new government
around the deposed King, com-
prising representatives from all
ethnic and tribal groups. It has
been suggested that the King can
convene the traditional ‘Loya
Jirga’ assembly for choosing
leaders who will form part of the
new set-up.

But there were indications
that the former monarch’s camp
is confused about its role. Moder-
ate leader and former president
Sibghatullah Mojaddedi was in
Rome recently. His son, Siddiqul-
lah, said Mojaddedi found Zahir
Shah’s advisers disorganised.

“Sardar Wali, Zahir Shah’s
cousin and son-in-law, and
Mustafa Khan, the grandson,
were saying different things.
There seems to be differences of
opinion,” Mojaddedi’s son said in
Peshawar.

As unprepared as the king’'s
men is spiritual leader Pir Syed
Ahmed Gilani, who had called a
convention in Peshawar. The for-
mer king’s representatives, the
Northern Alliance and represen-
tatives of the Taliban were invit-
ed to the conference.

The convention, which was to
have taken place on Sunday, has
been postponed because the nec-
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Afghan refugees travel by taxi to Islamabad on Sunday.

essary groundwork had not been
done. Gilani airdashed to Rome
earlier in the week.

Gilani is now suspect in the
eyes of many Afghans for advo-
cating the inclusion of members
of the Taliban in a new govern-
ment. “Attempts to include any
Taliban in the interim govern-
ment are stupid,” says Aziz, an

aid worker. “There is no such

thing as a moderate Taliban.”
There has been speculation too

that Gilani has gone to Rome

with a Pakistani brief.

India, which has been support-
ive of the Northern Alliance,
agrees with the US position that
the next government should be a
broad-based one, according due
representation to all Afghan
groups.

Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell exchanged views on the sub-
ject during his recent visit to
New Delhi and Islamabad.

Brahimi, who had resigned in
frustration from the key post two

years ago, has declined comment
on the options he would be work-
ing on. As he sees the situation, it
is too early to say “what kind of
formula would be more suitable”
for Afghanistan’s stability.
During the consultations with
Brahimi, the US State Depart-
ment is also understood to have
proposed the stationing of a
multinational force to facilitate
the formation of the next gov-
ernment.in Kabul. Quoting UN
officials, the Washington Post

moves for Taliban alternative
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HAQQANI DENIAL

TOP TALIBAN military com-
mander Maulana Jalaluddin
Haqgani has denied that he
ever discussed forming a
caretaker government in
Afghanistan with Pakistani
officials and anti-Taliban
leaders. Haqggqani denied
reports which claimed rift
within the rank and file of
the Taliban, said Afghanistan
Defence Council release in
Islamabad on Sunday.

HTC, Khwaja Bahauddin

J

said the focus of talks on post-
Taliban Afghanistan has shifted
from deploying a UN peacekeep-
ing force to the stationing of a
multinational force that can
oversee the formation of an
interim government.

The UN'’s thinking on a multi-
national force is still to crys-
tallise. Brahimi has not been
enthusiastic about the UN run-
ning the administration in
Afghanistan or even rushing
with a peacekeeping force, in the
light of unpleasant experiences
in Europe and Africa.

In Brahimi’s view, peacekeep-
ers from other countries could be
up against added problems. At
the UN headquarters a few days
ago, Brahimi described the
Afghans as “proud people” and
commented: “They don't like to
see foreigners there, especially in
military uniforms,” he said.

The Bush administration has
come up with the suggestion that
a force, composed essentially of
troops from Islamic countries,
could be a viable alternative.

Turkey has offered to lead a
predominantly Muslim force.
Brahimi is expected to elicit the
views of the King and the Afghan
groups during his talks in Rome.
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~ UN UN urges Pak to open horders to refugeess

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ¢ \

UNHQ, Oct. 20. — The UN High Commission
for Refugees has urged Pakistan to open its bor-
ders for the “very difficult cases” among Afghan
refugees as over 3,500 of them arrived at the
country’s Chaman border crossing in what may
have been the largest single-day exodus since
the start of the bombing campaign in Afghani-
stan, yesterday.

The UNHCR said the people fleeing in panic
reached the Chaman border crossing without
food or belongings. Some 10,000 people have ar-
rived in Baluchistan over the past six days.

The UN agency is holding talks with the Paki-
stan and Iran seeking flexibility at the formal
crossing points and opening of the borders for the
“very difficult cases,” United Nations High Com-
missioner of Refugees, Mr Rudd Lubbers said.

The UN agency is asking Pakistani authori-

ties for permission to ov1de watet and food to
the new arrivals at Chaman. “It is somewhat
worrisome to see this number of people coming
across,” he said.

Mr Lubbers warned that the number of refu-
gees could go up “exponentially.” The UNHCR
could take care of 5,000 people a day. “We are
prepared for that. But the critical point is not our
preparedness, it is the cooperation of the Paki-
stan government,” he added. “Pakistan must un-
derstand that the misery of the people.is such
that they have to be more forthcoming,” he said.

Despite closure of borders, some 60,000 people
have entered Pakistan since the raids began
crossing over mountains or bribing their way in,
Mr Lubbers said. People are also fleeing to the
mountains as the borders are closed, he said,
adding that Kandahar, the headquarters of the
Taliban and Jalalabad are almost empty.

With winter closing in, it could provide a chal-
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lenge to the relief agencies to provide them w1th ‘
food, medicines and other humanitarian sup-
plles, he said.

Mr Lubbers said in the aftermath of the 11 Sep- |

. tember terrorist attacks, the refugee agency had |

sent emergency teams to assess the situation and | [
they calculated that in the worst case scenario, |
some 1.5 million Afghan could flee to Pakistan. 3
On the financial side, the UNHCR is seeking |
contribution from both individuals and govern-
ments and noted that its Goodwill Ambassador |
Angelina Jolie had personally contributed one |
million dollars. The agency also called on do- |
nors to contribute to the relief effort. UNHCR |
has not received any additional cash contribu- !
tions since 8 October, with only half of the I
pledged 24 million dollars arriving till now.
The agency estimates that it needs 50 million
dollars in the first phase to take care of up to
400,000 new arrivals in Pakistan and Iran.
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.S., UN. hold ta ks on post-Taliban phase

By Sridhar Kﬂuﬁ-:’-‘:.

WASHINGTON, OCT. 20. The Bush ad-
ministration and the United Na-
tions are holding  hectic
discussions on the nature of a
post-Taliban government in Af-
ghanistan.

On Friday, the U.N. Special En-
voy, Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi, spent
much of the day meeting top offi-
cials of the Bush administration,
including the Vice-President, Mr.
Dick Cheney, and the Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor, Mr. Ste-
phen Hadley.

“They went over what the Pres-
ident has outlined as out goals for
Afghanistan,” the State Depart-
ment’s deputy spokesman, Mr.
Philip Reeker, said without get-
ting into the details.

Mr. Brahimi spent five hours at
the State Department with the

Deputy Secret: of St e, Mr. Ri-
chard Armitage, the Under-Secre-
tary of State for Political Affairs,
Mr. Marc Grossman, the Afghan-
istan policy coordinator, Mr. Ri-
chard Haass, and other senior
administration officials.

Officials say the talks centred
on the restoration of a popular
government in Afghanistan, the
main political actors and the
larger aspects of economic recon-
struction of that war- torn land.
Mr. Cheney and other officials are
said to have expressed ‘“‘strong
support” for Mr. Brahimi’s mis-
sion.

The Special Envoy of the Unit-
ed Nations Secretary- General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, came to Wash-
ington on a specific political mis-
sion after meeting leaders of
European governments and

members of the Security Council.
The Bush administration is keen
on the U.N. playing a leading role,
but there are differences on how
this should come about.

Washington is toying with the
idea of a limited U.N. peacekeep-
ing role. But the world body is
rather sceptical about this as it
will not go well with the people of
Afghanistan. The bottom line
seems to be a realisation that
there has to be a quick solution to
avoiding a dangerous political
vacuum.

Mr. Brahimi will be travelling to
the region in the next week or two
to see what could be accom-
plished on the ground. At this
stage it is not clear which coun-
tries the U.N. Special Envoy will
be visiting. Afghanistan’s neigh-
bours have differing views on

what a post-Taliban arrangemem
in Kabul should be.

Pak. visit: Powell

undeterred by threat
SHANGHAI, OCT. 20. Washington had
played down fears for the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Powell’s
safety on his trip to Pakistan, where
there were anti-U.S. protests
against attacks on Afghanistan.

But the people who flew him in
and out of Islamabad this week
were taking no chances — just in
case an anti-American militan
outwitted massive security.“If yo
are talking about physical danger
to Gen. Powell, he was 35 years a
soldier. I don’t think that’s going to
deter him,” the Deputy Secretary
of State, Mr. Richard Armitage, told
presspersons. — Reuters /
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U.N. AND A SYMBOLIC PEACE PRIZE

THE UNITED NATIONS is the only global forum
for waging ‘peace’, albeit in imperfect ways that
the changing moods and methods of its powerful
states will allow. So, as the joint recipients of this
year's Nobel Peace Prize, the U.N. and its high
profile Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, can
hardly pause to celebrate. America’s ongoing ae-
rial and miissile attacks on Afghanistan, whatever
be the extent of international consensus in sup-
port of the stated anti-terror aims of the U.S,,
bring the abundant symbolism of the award for
the U.N. into some poignant focus. More often
than not since its formation in the dismal context
of World War 11, the U.N. has found itself margin-
alised on a wide variety of international security
issues. Therefore, the effusive sentiments about
peace, so eloquently expressed in the award cita-
tion, will raise questions about how far the U.N.
can really manage to avoid being eclipsed again
as the world’s multilateral architect of peace and
geopolitical stability. In a related sense, the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee’s choice of the U.N.
itself for the latest award may well set the stage
for a vigorous new debate on the substantive
question of a fair reform of the truly global orga-
nisation and more particularly its Security Coun-
cil.

In brief celebratory remarks, Mr. Annan has
noted with satisfaction how the Security Council
recently passed a binding resolution in regard to
some definitive steps that each of the U.N.'s 189
members should take in order to rid the world of
the politics of terrorism. At one level, the resolu-
tion, which also reaffirmed the U.N. Charter’s
principle of individual and collective self-de-
fence, has been utilised by the U.S. as a diplomat-
ic springboard for its current military operations
in Afghanistan. On a different but relevant plane,
significant sections of the international commu-
nity are already concerned about the long-term
implications of the current U.S." offensive in Af-

ghanistan and about Washington'’s stated plans
to consider military action against other states
that might be promoting terrorism outside their
own borders. Not surprisingly Mr. Annan has,
while answering questions, made a pointed refer-
ence to these concerns in his comments on the
new qualitative challenges that the U.N. system
would be expected to address in the glow of the
Nobel Peace Prize. Now, the existing internation-
al paradigm of power will undeniably determine
the U.N.’s immediate course of action in respect
of such concerns. Yet, a quick and equitable re-
form of the Security Council can credibly en-
hance the U.N.’s capabilities in pursuit of its
peace agenda. A fair evaluation of the veto rights
of the permanent members of the Security Coun-
cil will also be required to heighten the confi-
dence of the UN. members in their only
‘representative’ caucus on questions”of peace

and stability. \/\6} A\ S\ o

The latest award should set the U.N}on a
major trail of introspection across the whole ga-
mut of its operations including those concerning
humanitarian and economic matters. Surely, sev-
eral agencies of the U.N. system had already won
the Nobel Peace Prize and a former Secretary-
General was similarly honoured even if only
posthumously. For the U.N., the present moment
of celebration is, however, tinged with the inevi-
table trauma of a poor member-country con-
trolled by a defiant, inhuman group being
pounded by two powerful states. Yet, the evolv-
ing international coalition against terrorism is
the most significant multilateral task force to take
shape since the Guif War-related alliance in the
early 1990s within the ambit but not under the
explicit auspices of the U.N. Mr. Annan, who has
often championed the rights of the poor and
weak states, seems eager to promote a relatively
non-controversial coalition such as the emerging
anti-terror alliance.

|
|
|
[



United Nations, Annan

share Peace Nobel |

Oslo, October 12

THE UNITED Nations and its
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
won the Nobel Peace Prize on
Friday for “their work for a bet-
ter-organised and more peaceful
world”.

The UN and Annan would
share the $943,000 award in equal
parts.

UN agencies and people con-
nected to it have won the prize
many times, but it had never
gone to the world body itself. The
UN war crimes tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia in The Hague,
Netherlands, also was consid-
ered a contender.

The Nobel committee cited the
UN for being at the forefront of
efforts to achieve peace and secu-
rity in the world. Annan, who
has devoted almost his entire
working life to the world body,
was lauded for “bringing new life
to the organisation”.

Annan, born in 1938 in Ghana,
became UN secretary-general in

1997. He has been praised for his
character, moral leadership, his
efforts to stop civil wars in Africa
and elsewhere and his efforts to
combat AIDS.

He was the first leader to be
elected from the ranks of UN
staff. He was the head of UN
peacekeeping operations when
he was tapped for the top job
after the US lobbied to prevent
his predecessor, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, from taking a sec-
ond term.

In an unprecedented vote of
confidence, Annan was unani-
mously re-elected to a second
five-year term by the 189 UN
member states in June, six
months before his first term
expires on December 31.

The announcement comes a
month after the September 11 ter-
ror attacks in the US.

Last year, South Korean Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung won the peace
prize for his reconciliation
efforts with North Korea. No
such peace efforts stood out in

i W

)
media speculation this year.

Geir Lundestad, the commit-
tee’s secretary, said the winner
was picked on September 28 — 17
days after the terror attacks on
the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon. “Of course, the com-
mittee was very aware of that
event,” he said.

This year’s Nobels started on
Monday with the naming of med-
icine prize winners, American
Leland H Hartwell and Britons
Tim Hunt and Paul Nurse, for
work on cell development that
could lead to new cancer treat-
ments. The physics award went
Tuesday to German scientist Wolf-
gang Ketterle and Americans Eric
A Cornell and Carl E Wieman for
creating a new state of matter, an
ultra-cold gas known as Bose-Ein-
stein condensate. V S Naipaul won
the literature prize on Thursday
for his “incorruptible scrutiny” of
postcolonial society and his criti-
cal assessments of Muslim funda-
mentalism.

AP
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\)9,\0 TREADI“ (\}0 MORE CAUTIOUSLY ,

THE UNITED NATIONS Secretary-izeneral, Mr.
Kofi Annan, has aptly assessed the worldwide
mood of dismay over the killings of four U.N.-
contracted civilian workers during the ongoing
American aerial and missile attacks on Afghan-
istan. Describing the deaths as a “‘hard blow”” for
the U.N., Mr. Annan is hoping that “precaution
will minimise (further) civilian involvement” of
such a tragic dimension. The U.S. too has regret-
ted the deaths, but it has raised doubts whether
these killings were directly caused by its own
bombardment of some installations of the Af-
ghan-Taliban regime. An alternative suggestion
by Washington is that the “ordnance” from the
Taliban’s anti-aircraft batteries could have just as
probably killed the workers who belonged to an
agency that was engaged in clearing land mines
— the grim legacy of Afghanistan’s earlier inter-
necine battles and externally-instigated wars. At
best, the American statement will qualify as a
cosmetic argumentation, if not also a callous one
at that, about the reality of human casualties. The
truth simply is that the U.S. has not been able to
stick to its virtual advertisement that the ongoing
raids over Afghanistan reflect a technologically
precise exercise which should not affect the non-
combatants. On the wider international stage, a
more disturbing reality is the chain-reaction of
political anxieties that Washington’s Afghan op-
erations have triggered in a remarkably short pe-
riod since they began last Sunday.

Significantly, Mr. Annan himself has, while
responding to media questions, spoken about
“some anxiety amongst the membership” of the
United Nations. These international worries re-
late to the letter that the U.S. communicated to
the Security Council shortly after embarking on
the present raids over Afghanistan. Now, the
global community has by and large acquiesced in
America’s contention that its initial targets are
the terrorist camps of Osama bin Laden and the
military infrastructure of his collaborator, the Ta-
liban regime. Except for some sizable pockets of

fundamentalism, most Islamic states too have
tacitly or openly acknowledged America's rights
under the relevant international law to act in self-
defence. Now, the U.S,, in its letter, drew the
Security Council’s attention to Article 51 of the
U.N. Charter that permits individual or collective
self-defence by the member-states that feel
threatened by external forces. Yet, what seems to
have caused concern within the U.N. forum is
Washington’s parallel assertion that it might in
course of time target unspecified organisations
and states other than the Afghan-Taliban regime
and Osama’s Al-Qaeda. In a delicate interpreta-
tion at this moment, Mr. Annan tends to think
that the U.S. has neither predicted the inevitabil-
ity of such a follow-up action nor expressed a
pointed intention to go after other states and
groups. However, the legitimate concerns of the
international community on this score must be
fully addressed by the U.S. as it seeks to sustain a
‘campaign’ against terrorism with a global can-
vas.

Some Islamic nations, in particular, appear
eager to evaluate the possible outlines of an in-
cremental U.S.” agenda. The legal and moral sup-
port which the U.S. now enjoys is derived from
two relevant resolutions that the Security Council
adopted in recent weeks. While the first con-
demned last month’s terrorist attacks on America
and upheld the principle of self-defence, the sec-
ond directed all states to combat terrorism in
various specific ways. Yet, some other U.N. agen-
cies, which are traditionally mandated to address
humanitarian issues, have begun to point out
how the current American air offensive is ham-
pering relief supplies to the drought-stricken Af-
ghan people. Because of the overall atmosphere
of fear caused by America’s aerial raids, its own
follow-up air- drop of food and medicines seems
to have had little or no beneficial impact inside
Afghanistan. Overall, the U.S. should therefore
recognise the need to tread or fly cautiously in
the face of an increasingly volatile international
situation.
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Council backs American air raids

Unlted Nations, October 9 )(\ \0

THE UNITED Nation Security
Council has offered unanimous
support to the US and British
military strikes against
Afghanistan.

Irish ambassador, Richard
Ryan, who leads the Council this
month, said that unanimity was
“absolutely maintained” with
regard to the American retalia-
tion to the September 11 terror
attacks that left thousands dead
and missing.

France’s ambassador Jean-
David Levitte said the “extraor-
dinary unity” continued.

Ryan’s remarks came after US
and British ambassadors John
Negroponte and Jeremy Green-
stock went into closed-door ses-
sions to inform the 13 other Secu-
rity Council members of the
nature of the military operation
against Kabul and Kandahar that
began late Sunday and appeared
to continue today.

Israel slams Syria entry
ISRAEL AND American Jewish
groups denounced Syria’s
election to the Security Council,
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saying it was absurd to have a
nation accused of sponsoring
terrorism on the powerful deci-
sion-making body — especially
after the terrorist attacks on the
United States.

Syria won a two-year term on
the Council on Monday with the
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support of 160 of the 177 coun-
tries casting ballots. There was
no opposition from the US,
despite Syria’s prominent posi-
tion on the US list of nations
sponsoring terrorism.

Israel was the only UN mem-
ber to oppose Syria’s bid to join,
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though the US State department
said after the vote that it would
continue to express its concerns
about terrorism with the Syrian
Government. Syria will replace
Bangladesh on the Asian seat
from January 1.

AFP/AP

Nato warships for |~
US offensive |

Brussels, October 9

NATO WILL send six warships to
eastern Mediterranean to assist
US in the war against terrorism.
On Monday, Nato pledged to
send five AWACS surveillance
jets to the US to patrol the skies.
Meanwhile, Russia today ruled
out its military participation in
the US-led ground operations in
Afghanistan. “The participation
of Russian army in any opera- |
tions inside Afghanistan is
impossible,” Russian Defence
Minister Sergei Ivanov said.

China backs US strikes
Chinese President Jiang Zemin
has supported the US-led fight
against terrorism, but said
strikes against Afghanistan
should be carefully targeted|
against proven terrorists.

War wrong: N Korea
North Korea denounced the air
strikes on Afghanistan saying
the use of armed forces to kill
“innocent people” cannot be

justified. Agenyﬂe/
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UNITED NATIONS, OCT. 6. Differences among members
overdetinition of terrorism prevented the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly from adopting a resolution at the end
of a five-day debate on it, even as the Secretary Gen-
eral, Mr. Kofi Annan empahasised the need for fina-
lising an Indian-sponsored comprehensive
convention to combat the menace globally.

Though the participants condemned the Septem-
ber 11 terror attacks in the U.S., there were signif-
icant differences on the definjtion of terrorism and
distinction between the scourge and the freedom
struggle. N U ri e

While India and most other me rs were of the
view that terrorism was defined by thefact and not by
the classification of the perpetrators] several dele-
gates, mostly from Arab and Muslim countries, felt
that it was important to come up with a clear defini-

“Annan wants meet on terrorism finalised

tion of terrorism. A few countries wanted an exemp-
tion for those waging what they considered a
‘freedom struggle’.

Despite the failure of the Assembly to reach a con-
sensus, Mr. Annan, putting a brave face, described
the debate as “only a beginning” and stressed that
the members had a critical, and not merely symbolic
role to play in fighting terrorism.

“What is important is that the whole international
community has come together to fight the scourge of
terrorism,” he told reporters.

The Assembly’s annual debate of Foreign Minis- -

ters slated to begin on September 24, was resche-
duled for November 10- 16, after being postponed
due to terrorist strikes on the U.S. The Assembly has
adopted about a dozen conventions on terrorism,
many of which are yet to be ratified. — PTI
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United Nations, October 3 l/( I’C\

PAKISTAN RAISED the Kashmir
issue at the UN General Assem-
bly while delegates failed to come
up with an acceptable definition
of terrorism.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to UN
Shamsad Ahmad referred to the
Kashmir issue while participat-
ing in a debate on steps to combat
terrorism here yesterday.

Ahmed was the first delegate
to raise a bilateral issue at a time
when the world community was
in the midst of stitching a global
coalition against terrorism.

While indulging in self-praise
for all Pakistan has done to
“help” the international coali-
tion against terrorism, Ahmad
suddenly brought up the Kash-
mir issue. “There are people who
even today remain deprived of
their fundamental right of self-
determination. The Security
Council resolution pertaining to

theirdestiny and future remairs
unimplemented in the archivgs
of this organisation,” he said.
“Our universal obligation to
fight terrorism in all its forms
must not deflect us from the need
for just, lasting and honourable
settlement of the Palestine and
Kashmir disputes, which will
bring durable peace and stability
to the world at large,” he added.
At the second day of the Gen-
eral Assembly, faultlines were
visible on combating terrorism
as several Arab states linked its
elimination to resolution of the
Palestinian problem with some
blaming the US policies for the
scourge raising its head.
Suggestions were made for
convening an international con-
ference to arrive at an acceptable
definition of terrorism. '
During the debate, Libya and
Iran accused Israel of indulging
in “State-sponsored” terrorism
in Palestine. But the address by

iélamaba@ fires K-gun at UN meet

Palestinian representative Nass-
er al-Kidwa was marked by
restraigt and conciliatory tone.

Iranian deputy foreign minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif
blamed the US mentality of
“might making right” for the
growth of terrorism and said the
it needs to be changed if terror-
ism is to be eliminated.

China for UN anti-terror role
CHINA HAS called for a lead role
for the United Nations in the
global fight against terrorism

and said it is ready to work with -

the world community in combat-
ing this scourge.

“The UN should be given full
play in the anti-terror campaign
and said all military operations
should conform to the UN char-
ter;” Chinese foreign minister
Tang Jiaxuan told the Arab
league Secretary-General Amr
Mahmoud Moussa over the tele-
phone yesterday,
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ERIOUS CONBIDERATION is

needed to involve the U.N. more

deeply in Afghanistan. In partic-

ular, there is a need for immediate
placement of Afghanistan under the
Trusteeship Council for shaping its fu-
ture, nursing it back to health and restor-
ing it to its people after stabilisation. The
spill-over effects from developments in
Afghanistan are orders of magnitude
higher than those witnessed, say, during
civil disorder and violence in Cambodia
or East Timor when the world acted
through a U.N. Transitional Administra-
tion or Authority. The present situation
needs a more structured response — with
the structure invested also with the au-
thority to deal with global effects of
“failed or failing states” as well.

The recent statement by the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, that “we are
not in the business of nation-building”
appears to reveal some avoidable insensi-
tivity to regional and international con-
cerns over the need for collective efforts
in re-construction of Afghanistan after
the visit of “retribution”. The Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan's statement on
October 1 in New York indicates a willing-
ness, if not readiness, for pursuit of a
more active U.N. role; it is to be heartily
welcomed to ensure a proper future for
the Afghan people in the years ahead.

Granted the frailties of the U.N. and the
longish period’ for re-construction, the
fact remains that true international legiti-
macy vests with the U.N. The question is
whether we can afford not to use it. Re-
gional groupings or initiatives by individ-
ual states — however well-intentioned
they may be — would lack this type of
legitimacy and the administrative experi-
ence demanded for the task.

The idea of using the Trusteeship
Council to handle situations arising from
““failed or failing states’ has been around
for some time in the general context of
U.N. reforms. For instance, Brian Urqu-
hart and Erskine Childers (Uppsala, Dag
Hammarskjoeld Foundation, 1990) have
talked of “transforming the Trusteeship
Council into the U.N. Council on Diversi-
ty, Representation and Governance — a
body responsible for addressing the unre-
solved legacies of former empires, the as-

pirations of cultural and ic groups
within existing state d the growing

By K. Santhanam
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The U.N. should improve the welfare of the Afghan
people and advance the common goals of ‘responsible
nationhood’ using the experience and expertise
of the Trusteeship Council.

A

phenomenon of democratisation”. Peter
Lyon (Institute of Commonwealth Stud-
ies, London) in hjs article entitled ‘“The
Rise and Fall and Possible Revival of In-
ternational Trusteeship” (Journal of
Commonwealth and Comparative Poli-
tics, March 1993) has argued that “obitu-
aries on the demise of the Trusteeship
Council may be premature”; and, has
commended its future relevance. More
recently, the idea was also discussed at
the “Conference on Failed States and
Global Governance” (Florence, April 10-
14, 2001) where some felt that trusteeship
could be a sustainable practice if states
and their people regard themselves as
part of an international system with
shared and common goals.

Leaving Afghanistan to the mercy of
power masters or their brokers, while for-
getting its recent history, would be un-
wise. The space vacated by these
operators should be occupied by the U.N.
to improve the welfare of the Afghan peo-
ple and advance the common goals of
“responsible nationhood” using the ex-
perience and expertise of the Trusteeship
Council.

Is there some “abridgement” of na-
tional sovereignty of the Westphalian cat-
egory in placing Afghanistan under the
Trusteeship Council? Partially, yes. But
the terms of reference would specify how
long the Council could administer the
territory, along with a road-map for re-
turn to civil order and reasonable govern-
ance. And, the Council’s work would, of
course, be supervised both by the General
Assembly and the Security Council.

The financial implications of undertak-
ing the process may not be daunting; an
additionality could be contributed by the
international community as well as inter-
national financial institutions to kick-
start the process for the first two years.
And, thereafter, with reasonable govern-
ance under the U.N. and a nominal levy
on goods entering or leaving, Afghanistan
may well see the economy get on its feet.
It would be quite essential to get all, if not

most, Islamic countries on board, not just
for acceptability but for economic rea-
sons as well.

It is possible that the U.N. presence un-
der International Trusteeship provisions
could facilitate construction and mainte-
nance of a gas pipeline from the Central
Asian Republics running through its terri-
tory. Revenue flows from this pipeline
could also contribute to Afghanistan’s so-
cial and economic development. The
Trusteeship Council could give the type
of investment protection and supply se-
curity needed in international commerce
which no Government in the foreseeable
future could reasonably provide.

What could be the desirable type of a
future Government in Afghanistan and
what should be its policies? It is reason-
able to assume that the unanimous an-
swer, both within Afghanistan and
outside, would be a secure Afghanistan,
at peace with itself and its neighbours,
with a slew of policies and practices in-
cluding: a) a ‘reasonably representative’
Government based on its historical expe-
riences while blending into the 21st cen-
tury; b) a well-planned and implemented
programme for the country’s social and
economic development with support
from the U.N. and the international com-
munity; and, c) willing adherence to
norms of international conduct.

This is just an indicative, not exhaus-
tive, unprioritised list. The final shape of
this Government and its policies would
essentially be chosen by the people of Af-
ghanistan. And, the role of the Council
waould be to assist the people in establish-
ing this type of governance.

The people of Afghanistan would, in all
likelihood, prefer a multi-group, partici-
pative, democratic variant of a pluralistic
regime which would respect tribal affil-
iations in a loose, federal structure pro-
moting  responsible, non-medieval
nationhood. The past hostility between
tribes need not be assumed as a perma-
nent feature if the Trusteeship Council, is
empowered to enable troubled transition

The U.N. and Afghanistan

in the nascent stages of “nation building”
and its march towards responsible/re-
sponsive self- governance.

The Trusteeship Council has done pre-
cisely this type of work since 1945, And,
now, with the last territory of Palau in the
Pacific Ocean returned to its people
(1994), it has been “successtul” in com-
pleting its charter of duties and respon-
sibilities. The Council is without a job
today.

Cobbling together of an international
consensus for the “war against global ter-
rorism” (regardless of variations in defi-
nition and interpretation of terrorism
itself) is one matter: It is desirable, it is
good. It is a necessary, but not sufficient,
condition. The realisation of an interna-
tional consensus on re-building Atghan-
istan as a reasonably modern state has
not yet been openly addressed by this
“politico-military coalition”.

This needs to be addressed, in parallel,
with the military effort. In this context,
the basic concepts of International Trust-
eeship which have been around since
1945 are worthy of re-consideration and
implementation, mutatis mutandi, for
the re-building of Afghanistan, the wel-
fare of its people and for protection of the
legitimate interests of its neighbours and
the world at large.

So, what is the proposal? It is: immedi-
ately secure support of all members of the
U.N,, in particular the current 15 in the
Security Council, for placing Afghanistan
temporarily the Trusteeship Council: pass
a Security Council Resolution. The Spe-
cial Administrator for Afghanistan desig-
nated by the U.N. Sccretary-General
under the Trusteeship Council should
immediately hold an international round
table meeting with all Afghan parties con-
cerned and states bordering Afghanistan,
on shaping its sacial, economic and polit-
ical agenda as part of the process of “re-
building”. In parallel, the Secretariat as-
sociated with the above ofticer should
work with international financial institu-
tions and other potential sources of fund-
ing for the process; and realise the initial
budget for the first two years of the proc-
ess.

(The writer is Director, Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi.)
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United Nations\v(/:alls,
for unity in battle" !
against terrorism 4|"

UNITED NATIONS: The United
Nations on Tuesday called for a
concerted action to fight terrorism
even as differences cropped up
between member states on its def-
inition while India’s call for a glob-
al convention on the subject drew
a favourable response from
European states.

As the world body met to seek
unanimity for a “concerted action”
against terrorism, general
assembly president Han
Seung-soo of South Korea
said, it “transcended cul-
tural and religious differ-
ences.” India’s proposal
asking for a global con-
vention on terrorism drew
support from French
ambassador Jean-David
Levitte and his British
counterpart Jeremy
Greenstock who urged members
states to accelerate work on it. In
his opening address, Annan told
the delegates that the govern-
ments had a “clear agenda before
them”, and as a first step, they
should sign and ratify the legal
instruments.

He made a special reference to
the convention for the suppression
of terrorist bombings, and the 1999
convention for the suppression of
the financing of terrorism, which
needs another 18 ratifications

KOFI ANNAN

before it comes into force.

New York mayor Rudolph
Guiliani, specially invited to
address the week-long meeting,
said the UN should hold any coun-
try accountable if it supports or
condones terrorism and ostracise it.

“Otherwise you will fail in your
primary mission of peacekeeper,”
Mr Guiliani said. “This, is not time
for further study or vague direc-
tives,” he told a packed general
. assembly.

Despite the facade of
sunity presented in the
1 189-member assembly, the
"negotiators on the com-
rehensive  convention
iagainst terrorism were,
;however, facing a difficult
 time especially on the def-
inition of ‘terrorism’ and
how to differentiate it
from liberation movements.

Meanwhile, the legal committee
of the UN is trying to reconcile dif-
ferences among member-states
especially regarding the definition
of ‘terrorism’ and how to differen-
tiate it from liberation movements.

In his maiden address to the
assembly, U.S. ambassador John

Negroponte repeated Bush
administration’s position gnd held
Osama bin Laden’s aida
responsible for the ember 11

attacks. ;p1p
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UNITED NATIONS,\OCT. 2. The United
Nations today called for a concert-
ed action to fighy terrorism even as
differences cropped up between
member-states on its definition
while India’s call for a global con-
vention on the subject drew a fa-
vourable response from European
states.

As the world body met to seek
unanimity for a “‘concerted action”
against terrorism, the general as-
sembly president, Mr. Han Seung-
Soo of South Korea, said, it “tran-
scended cultural and religious
differences”.

India’s proposal asking for a
global convention on terrorism
drew support from the French am-
bassador, Mr. Jean-David Levitte,
and his British counterpart, Mr.
Jeremy Greenstock, who urged
members-states to accelerate work
on it. In his ogening address, Mr.
Annan told e delegates that the
ts had a “clear agenda

before them”, and as a first step,
they should sign and ratify the legal
instruments.

He made a special reference to
the convention for the suppression
of terrorist bombings, and the 1999
convention for the suppression of
the financing of terrorism, which
needed another 18 ratifications be-
fore it came into force.

The New York Mayor, Mr. Ru-
dolph Guiliani, specially invited to
address the week-long meeting,
said the UN. should hold any
country accountable if it supported
or condoned terrorism, and ostra-
cise it. “Otherwise, you will fail in
your primary mission of peace-
keeper,” Mr. Guiliani said. ““This is
not time for further study or vague
directives,” he told a packed gener-
al assembly.

Despite the facade of unity pre-
sented in the 189- member as-
sembly, the negotiators on the
comprehensive convention against

/ éonsensus eludes U.N. on
7 wdefinition of terrorism

terrorism were, however, facing a
difficult time especially on the defi-
nition of “terrorism” and how to
differentiate it from liberation
movements.

Meanwhile, the legal committee j

of the UN. is trying to reconcile
differences among member-states
especially regarding the definition
of “terrorism” and how to differ-
entiate it from liberation move-
ments. In his maiden address to
the assembly, the U.S. ambassador,
Mr. John Negroponte, repeated the
Bush administration’s position and
held Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda
responsible for the September 11
attacks,

Israel warned

The Egyptian ambassador, Mr.

Amed Aboulgheit, raised the West |

Asian issue and wammed Isra
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IH“'UNLTEDNATIQNS Security Council has en-
thusiastically ‘'spelt out a comprehensive frame-
work of do’s and don’ts to promote a global-scale
campalgn to'combat terrorism. The Council’s lat-
€St unanimous resolution is a virtual directive to
all the U.N. members on how they should tame
the terrorists by starving them of funds and assets
and by denying safe havens to the actual and po-
tential perpetrators of terrorist crimes as also the
sponsors of such activities. Adopted under Chap-
ter 7 of the U.N. Charter, the resolution is enforce-
able in respect of all its recommendations.
Significant, therefore, is the constitution of a
monitoring committee. The Council’s call for en-
hanced international cooperation is suitably
aimed at preventing the spread of terrorism
across state boundaries. Two other salient fea-
tures of the arguably historic resolution are no
less indicative of a new mood of multilateral de-
termination to arrest the politics of terror in the
context of the recent terrorist offensive against
America. First, the U.N. members have been
asked to treat terrorist acts as criminal offences
under their respective national laws. Second, all
countries are enjoined upon to refrain from pro-
viding any form of support, active or passive, to
the financiers as also the actual and potential per-
petrators of the terrorist crimes. However, the
moral force of the resolution might make a mate-
rially positive difference to the current interna-
tional clamour for action against terrorism only if
a truly global consensus could be generated about
the very definitions of various forms of trans-bor-
der terrorism.

As the victim of the world’s worst episode of
terrorist strikes, the United States took the initia-
tive for the latest U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion. The U.S. must therefore act, as far as
possible, in conformity with the parameters and
principles enunciated under all the relevant U.N.
resolutions now and later. The U.N. has, over
time, considered various facets of international

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2001

. AND THE ANTI-TERROR FOCU

terrorism, while the latest resolution m%és a de-
finitive leap forward by the global organisation in
addressing the intricate web of connections be-
tween the terrorists and their sponsors as also
state-protectors. However, the many distortions
of the existing international political order may
still act as a constraint on the U.N.’s proactive
impulses. Overall it is true that the U.N. has not
been particularly effective in promoting multilat-
eral coalitions to deal with issues of critical im-
portance to the world at large and not just the
U.S. and the other major powers. Yet, Washington
can usefully interact with the U.N. as a collective
forum before preparing to track down Osama bin
Laden, the chief suspect behind the latest terror-
ist outrage against the U.S., and before planning
any other anti-terror operations.

Even as Pakistan agreed to cooperate with
the U.S. in its ongoing efforts to get hold of Osama
bin Laden and his suspected terrorist network in-
side Afghanistan, Islamabad pointedly kept the
U.N. in focus as the moral authority for possible
multilateral operations in this regard. More spe-
cifically, Pakistan drew attention to the resolution
that the U.N. Security Council had passed in the
immediate context of the terrorist attack on
America on September 11. An avid non-official
interpretation in the West at the time was that
Pakistan seemed to suggest that the U.S. was al-

g1y

ready armed with the U.N.’s authority to wage a

war against the terrorists with a global reach.

Nonetheless, the relevant question now is how far |

the U.S. will actually take the U.N. into confi-
dence on intricate aspects of Washington’s strate-
gic offensive against terrorism. While the U.N.
Security Council has had no difficulty in endors-
ing the U.S. initiative at this stage, Washington |

forming a broad-based, international coalitio
against the politics ofAerrorism, conforming 4s
much as possible tg/fhe framework of a U.N.-led
COnsensus.

too will do well to explore the possibilities }f)
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U.N. moves to freeze

assets of ‘terrorists’s'

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 28. The United
Nations Security Council is ex-
pected to pass a resolution that
will freeze the financial assets of
terrorists and also expand the
world body’s role in fighting ter-
rorism. The resolution initiated
by the United States is expected
to be finalised by Monday when
the General Assembly will start a
three-day debate on terrorism.

It has surprised some that the
Bush administration has gone to
the Security Council with the res-
olution given the apprehension in
official circles that the world body
may be lukewarm tc the proposal.
Further, it was feared that the
U.N. would seek to dilute any U.S.
plan against terrorists and Af-
ghanistan in general. The draft
resolution, which was introduced
by the U.S. Ambassador to the
U.N., Mr. John Negroponte, wants
a wide-ranging ban — political,
military and financial — on peo-
ple and “entities” involved in ter-
rorism. The U.N. is bringing the
resolution under Chapter 7 of the
Charter which will make it man-
datory on all member-nations.

The Bush administration had
two reasons to involve the U.N.
First, a number of countries have
stressed the need to involve the
U.N. in the fight against terror-
ism. Also, Washington has been
getting some unprecedented sup-
port from the Permanent Five, es-
pecially from Russia and China.
Different aspects of the four-page
resolution are being debated on
with the focus on the clandestine
network of the terrorists and their
finances. The U.S. wants to not
only cut off the funds supply to
terrorists but criminalise fund-
raising. The resolution will also
condemn providing safe havens
to terrorists.

The Security Council resolution
will not have in its text the Exec-

Americans urged to help identify terrorlsts/

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 28. The U.S. At-
torney General, Mr. John Ash-
croft, today released photographs
of the 19 suspected hijackers, say-
ing that it is part of “a national
neighbourhood watch” in which
they hoped Americans might rec-
ognise some of the hijackers.

Mr. Ashcroft and the FBI Direc-
tor, Mr. Robert Mueller, asked any
Americans who might recognise
the photos to contact authorities.

utive Order issued by the White
House this week listing 27 orga-
nisations, individuals and entities
involved in terrorism. The idea is
to have an all-encompassing res-
olution with the threat of sanc-
tions. But right now, diplomats
are focussed on reaching an
agreement on the draft.

The Bush administration has
said that military strikes against
Afghanistan are not “imminent”.
However, there are reports that
elite American and British com-
mandos are already in Afghanis-
tan trying to hunt down Osama
bin Laden and his chief associ-
ates. The USA Today said three to
five-member teams of U.S. com-
mandos were in Afghanistan for
the last two weeks with instruc-
tions to kill or capture Bin Laden
or restrict him to an area until air
strikes are launched. But the
teams have reportedly found it
difficult to locate Bin Laden and
have asked Central Asian nations
for intelligence support. The Pen-
tagon has refused to comment on

the report. (\ 9—\\ O\

Osama plan
more strikes: am

LONDON, SEPT. 28. The British Gov-
ernment has evidence to show
that Osama bin Laden, suspected
mastermind behind the terrorist
attacks in the U.S,, is planning
further strikes and the targets in-
cluded London.

“The Government has evidence
that Osama bin Laden is planning
further strikes,” Mr.Peter Hain,
Minister for Europe has said.

Speaking on BBC’S question
time last night, he said* we are in
a very dangerous situation. I un-
derstand that he is preparing ak

is able to.”"— PTI

They said there were still ques-
tions about the true identities of
some of the men, and they hoped
the public’s help might assist in
solving those questions.

Mr. Mueller said there was evi-
dence that one or more of the hi-
jackers had contacts with
Al-Qaida, the network associated
with accused terrorist Osama bin
Laden. He declined to be more
specific.

Mr. Ashcroft said the total

Mhmdllmmmddmw pianeg that omshed
the Worid Trade Center in New York, the Pentagon, and mulﬂ."
hope thet he photos, S0Me AMencens may L.
contact authoriies. the date of birth uesd for identifioation, nafjonafily end last
address or addresses. Many of the hijackers had muliple allases.
“Selisved 10 be a piict

American Airlines Flﬁnﬂ Bomnhl.um
mmmmdu

United Airfines Flight 175: Boston to Los Angeies

Crashed into south tower of the Worid Trade Center

FotLesandWayne,  Fort Les and
‘N.J.; Sen Diego Wayne, N.J.

United Airiines Flight 93: Newark, N.J., to San Francieco
Crashed in rural southwest Penneyivania
r
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number of tips provided to inves-
tigators has passed 100,000. Mr.
Mueller said the bureau has “‘over
200,000 leads.”

Some of the names have slight-
ly different spellings and others
have additional names added,
compared to the list-released by
the FBI on Sept. 14. Mr. Mueller
said the FBI was confident that
the names and photos were the
identities the hijackers had before

entering the U.S. Osama’s links
with terrorist organisations in
other parts of the world have
come under greater focus with
the Philippine army stating that
Osama continued to supply arms,
training and other logistics sup-
port to the Abu Sayyaf rebel group
in that country.

“There is definitely this link,”
the Chief of Staff, General Diome-
dio Villanueva, said today. — AFP
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Use the U.N. i
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UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 24. Calling the September
11 attacks against the United States deliberate,
heartless and malicious, the U.N. Secretary-
General, Mr.. Kofi Annan told 189 countries
today to use the U.N. for a ““long-term struggle
against terrorism.”

In the short-term, he said in a major address
to the U.N. General Assembly, no effort should
be spared to bring the perpetrators of the at-
tacks on New York and the Pentagon to jus-
tice. But he pleaded for the rule of law,
national and international, “that all can un-

erptand and accept.” ‘‘Let us uphold our own
rinciples and standards, so that we can make
e difference unmistakable, for all the world
td see, between those who resort to terrorism
and those who fight against it.”

He had planned to talk of new priorities for
the world body in his speech to the General
Assembly, which only two weeks ago was to be
filled with world leaders for its annual debate.
Instead, the session was called off because of
the attacks and Mr. Annan spoke to a low-level
meeting of Ambassadors except for the visiting

fight against terrorism: Annan

Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov.

“Thirteen days ago — on a day none of us is
likely ever to forget — our host country, and
our beloved host city, were struck by a blow so
deliberate, yet so heartless, malicious and de-
structive, that we are still struggling to grasp
its enormity,” Mr. Annan said. “In truth, this
was a blow not against one city or one country,
but against every one of us,” he said, noting
that the victims at the World Trade Center in
New York came from more than 60 countries,
including his own, Ghana. — Reuters
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e U\_._N‘. debate |
postponed

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 19. The United
Nations has postponed the two
week debate in the General As-
sembly, which is scheduled to
begin on September 24.\){() Al

A formal endorsement by the
General Assembly will be coming
soon. More than 50 world leaders
were expected to participate in

the debate. A %
The new dates are‘expected to
be announced soon.

The postponement is because
the city and federal authorities
were not in a position to provide
security and proper environment
for the gathering.

The U.S. did not officially ap-
proach the U.N. about postpon-
ing the debate, but had made
known the difficulties. /
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“U.N. defers session

~— q By Sridhar Krishnaswami MQ S\
UNITED NATIONS, SERT. 13. The General Assembly has formally decided to

postpone the Special Session on Children which was scheduled to be |

held between September 19 and September 21. More than 75 Heads of
State and government were scheduled to attend this meeting.

The summit was postponed after Tuesday’s terrorist attacks on New |

- York and Washington. U.N. officials decided that given the pressure
authorities were facing right now, providing special protection to the
visiting dignitaries was simply out of the question. “I think at this
critical stage we cannot afford to fail the children or wrangle indefi-
nitely over the text and documents. And I would urge delegates that
despite the postponement we keep up that work and take up the issue
as soon as next week. That is my plea,” the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan told the General Assembly.

The conference to have been organised by the UNICEF was a follow-
up to the historic 1990 summit that set broad guidelines to govern-
ments, U.N. agencies and interest groups. But in the last decade, the
issue of children has come into special focus given the range of prob-
lems — HIV/AIDS, child prostitution, child labour and slavery and
children in conflict. The postponement of the meeting raises questions
about the schedule of the 56th session of the General Assembly, in
particular the general debate which starts on September 24 and runs
through till October 5 which will see several Heads of State and govern-
ment make a brief presentation.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W Bush is the second speaker after
Brazil on September 24; the President of Pakistan has been scheduled
to speak the same morning and on September 25, the Prime Minister of
India, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee will have his turn. Given the terrorist attacks,
there is considerable uncertainty on how the general debate will be
held and also the planned bilaterals on the sidelines of the meeting.

U.N. officials have not elaborated how they will handle the large
contingent of dignitaries, merely saying it was the task of the United
States Government. One view is that the American President may not
attend the General Assembly session. But this is seen as unlikely in
many quarters. Mr. Bush may attend the session but restrict other

meetings to the bare minimum. Much will depend on the evalyatien of
the security situation by the secret service.
> AE——




Each to his own kind
'+ 4 of modernity

rt[‘ he UNESCO has always
emphasized the link-
ages between culture
" and the broader aims of
human endeavour. This has
been part of its core constitu-
tional mandate of “advancing,
through the educational, sci-
entific and cultural relations
of the peoples of the world, the
objectives of peace and the
common welfare of mankind”.

The organization’s early
work emphasized intercultur-
al dialogue as a key strategy
for peace-building, for exam-
ple, the “Unity and diversity of
cultures” survey of the world’s
different cultures... carried
out in the Fifties and the cele-
brated “Major project on mu-
tual appreciation of Eastern
and Western cultural values”
launched in 1957.

This vision of the impor-
tance of culture took on a new
dimension in the Sixties, the
decade of decolonization...The
political emancipation of peo-
ples led to a keen awareness of
their own ways of life and they
began to challenge the idea
that modernization had to
mean Westernization. Rather,
they claimed the right to con-
tribute to “ modernit$” in the
terms of their own traditions.
The claim was endorsed in
1966 when UNESCO’s general
conference adopted the Decla-
ration of the Principles of In-
ternational Cultural Co-opera-
tion...It thus became UN-
ESCO’s responsibility...to stim-
ulate a process of worldwide
reflection on how cultural poli-
cies could be integrated into
development strategies.

The intergovernmental
conference in Venice in 1970
marked the first of a series of
international conferences
which began the still evolving
process of bringing culture to
the heart of the policy-making
agenda...The Venice confer-
ence affirmed clearly that “the
diversity of national cultures,
their uniqueness and originali-
ty are an essential basis for
human progress and the devel-
opment of world culture” and
recommended a variety of
measures both to governments
and to UNESCO.

European governments
were the first to follow up on
the Venice gathering and an in-
tergovernmental conference
...was organized in Helsinki in
June 1972. The Helsinki con-
ference stressed cultural co-op-
eration and exchange at the re-

A short history of the
United Nations
Educational Scientific
and Cultural Organi-
zation’s culture and
development agenda

gional level. It also observed
that economic growth “leads
to imbalances, shown mainly
in man’s becoming increasing-
ly out of tune with his environ-
ment and in quantitative
progress being set as the pri-
mary target, whereas society’s
development should tend to-
wards the qualitative improve-
ment of life.”

Just 16 months later, the Yo-
gyakarta conference in In-

UNESCO in Senegal

donesia took the principles
adopted in Venice and Helsinki
a step further by inviting
states “to determine their eco-
nomic and social objectives
within a wider cultural con-
text and to reassert those val-
ues which contribute towards
realizing a human society.”
Two years later, at the
Accra intergovernmental con-
ference on cultural policies in
Africa, the declaration adopt-
ed stressed that “cultural au-
thenticity and technical
progress, in the reciprocity
and complementarity of their
efforts, are the surest guaran-
tee of cultural development.”
The final such regional
gathering was the intergovern-
mental conference...held in
Bogot4, Colombia in January
1978. The Bogota Declaration,
adopted by the participants
stressed that cultural develop-
ment had to take into account
“an overall betterment of the
life of individuals and peo-
ples” as well as “cultural iden-

tity, from which it derives and
whose furtherance and affir-
mation it promotes...”

This rapidly evolving cul-
ture and development agenda
came to a head four years later,
in Mexico City, where the
world conference on cultural
policies, MONDIACULT, adopt-
ed the celebrated broad defini-
tion of culture that linked cul-
ture so irrevocably to develop-
ment: “Culture...is...the whole
complex of distinctive spiritu-
al, material, intellectual and
emotional features that char-
acterize a society or social
group. It includes not only arts
and letters, but also modes of
life, the fundamental rights of
the human being, value sys-
tems, traditions and beliefs.”

MONDIACULT also af-
firmed that “balanced develop-
ment can only be ensured by
making cultural factors an in-
tegral part of the strategies de-.
signed to achieve it.” It was to
attain this objective that UN-
ESCO conceived the idea of the
world decade for cultural de-
velopment (1988-1997). During
the period..UNESCO mobi-
lized the international commu-
nity to pursue four key objec-
tives — acknowledging the cul-
tural dimension of develop-
ment; affirming and enriching
cultural identities; broadening
participation in cultural life;
and promoting international
cultural co-operation. During
the decade, more than 1,200
projects were launched in
practically every country of
the world by governmental as
well as local communities and
private bodies...

In practical terms, the
decade fostered new networks
in this field. It also reinforced
inter-agency  partnerships
which provided policy adviso-
ry services to governments
and strengthened endogenous
capacities, especially in the do-
main of cultural management.
It led to the launching of spe-
cial projects such as the
African Itinerant College on
Culture and Development, It
set in motion a research pro-
gramme on the methodologi-
cal problems of integrating
cultural considerations in de-
velopment planning process-
es...The crowning achievement
of the decade, however, was
the creation and work of the
independent world commis-
sion on culture and develop-
ment, which completed its

work at the end of 1995. /
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USA, Israel pull out of
© UN racism meet

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DURBAN, Sept. 3. - The USA
and Israel pulled out of the
World Conference Against
Racism today, denouncing the
‘anti-Israel’ language proposed
for the UN meeting’s final
declaration, the US secretary of
state Mr Colin Powell said.
Israel announced its pull out
becayise of anti-Israel and anti-
Semitic comments, Israeli foreign
minister, Mr Shimon Peres sgid.
In a statement Mr Powell
denounced the Draft Declara-
tion’s “hateful language.”
“Today I've instructed our
representatives to return
home. I took this decision with
regret because of the impor-
tance of the international fight
against racism and the
contribution that this confer-
ence could have made to it,” Mr
Powell’s statement said.
“But following- discussions
today by our team in Durban

and others who are working for
a successful conference, I'm
convinced that it will not be
possible,” the statement added.

Mr Peres said Israel had been
unfairly labelled as a colonialist
nation by members of the con-
ference. He charged that the
Arab League had led a concer-
ted effort to single out Israel
and blame it for the Israel-
Palestinian conflict.

Norway and Canada had atte-
mpted to mediate a compro-
mise between the Arab states
and Israel on the conference’s
Draft Declaration. The USA
was part of those talks.

“All attempts to reach a
compromise have failed,” said
Rep. Tom Lantos, a member of
the US delegation.

Palestinian. ambassador,
Salman el Herfi, said the Arab
delegations had been very.reas-
onable, but the US delegation
had refused to compromise.

Herfi accused USA of pulling

.
- AR LH&

PR b

out because of its own refusal
to face up to responsibility for
slavery and the injustices done
to the native Americans.
“Their withdrawal will not
affect the success of the
conference,” he said.

.Human rights organisations
at the conference also
condemned the US withdrawal.

“This is going to be a big
disappointment for victims of
racism everywhere in the
world,” said Mr Reed Brody, who
led the conference delegation for
Human Rights Watch. .
Jewish body’s charge: The
World Union for Progressive
Judaism, an international
Jewish organisation, said today
the anti-racism conference was
being used to prepare a jihad
(holy war) against Israel and
could wreck the world body,
adds Reuters from Geneva.

¥ Church opposes endl

reservation, page
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N egotiations on
to save UN A
meet on rams

INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIA-
TORS meeting in Geneva have
a week to save the UN confer-
ence on racism from collapse.
The conference was intended
for heads of Government put
some countries intend to send
lesser representatives.

Although many leaders of
the developing world are plan-
ning to attend, Tony Blair is
among the western leaders who
will be absent. The decision
whether to send the foreign sec-
retary, Jack Straw, or a junior
minister, is being delayed until
a judgment can be made on the
likely outcome of the meeting.

Diplomats from states plan-
ning to attend the conference,
due to start in Durban, South
Africa, on August 31, have to
agree on the wording of a final
draft of a declaration on racism
for the conference to adopt, and
a plan of action.

The deadline is Friday If
they fail, some countries are
likely to further lower their
level of representation, and at
worst the US will withdraw.
Backed by the EU, Washington
says it will not endorse a decla-
ration equating Zionism with
racism, or containing refer-
ences to compensation or repa-
rations for slavery and colo-
nialism.

Discrimination, subjugation,
and foreign occupation are, in
the phrase used by the western

camp, “not region specific”.
India, for example, has fought
off an attempt to have its caste
system classed as oppressive.

As it becomes more urgent to
settle a draft document in
which almost every paragraph
causes some kind of disagree-
ment, despite two years of
negotiations, controversial
issues have been pushed off the
public stage in Geneva and into
smaller private working
groups.

The EU and the US are at log-
gerheads with African,
Caribbean and Latin American
countries that want to include
references to slavery and colo-
nialism. The western side, and
in the EU, Britain in particular,
refuses to accept that slavery
and colonialism constituted a
“crime against humanity” and
have rejected a proposed refer-
ence to “compensatory mea-
sures”. It pojnted out in earlier
discussions that the West was
far from alone in practising
slavery and other oppressive
forms of labour. For centuries
there was a slavery trade
between India, Africa and the
Arab world, for example.

Numerous African peoples
enslaved one another, and there
were repeated tides of ethnic
conquest in what is now China.

Are these regions, too, to be
called on under the document
for reparations now, the West
asked.

The Guardian
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~UN approves of

s”o\ monitors 1n

Afghanistan

ASSOCIATED PRESS

UNHQ, July 31. ~ The UN Se-
curity Council unanimously
adopted a resolution authoris-
ing deployment of the UN mon-
itors to help enforce sanctions
against Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers.

The resolution called for 15 ex-
perts to be sent to countries
neighbouring Afghanistan -
China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajiki-
stan, Turkmenistan and Uzbe-
kistan ~ to assist local authori-
ties in preventing arms and
drugs smuggling fuelling its
brutal civil war.

A five-member monitoring
group will be established in
New York to oversee enforce-
ment of sanctions. The group
will be composed of experts on
arms embargoes and counter-
terrorism “in view of the link to
the purchase of arms and fi-
nancing of terrorism, money
laundering, financial transac-
tions and drug trafficking” as
reported by the five-member
UN panel in May.

Under the resolution, the UN
experts will assess and verify
information apd make recom-
mendatjews™on sanctions viola-

tions to the SC committee mon-
itoring the sanctions. .

The SC has asked Secretary-
General Kofi Annan to estab-
lish the two groups within 30
days, in consultation with the
sanctions committee, headed
by Colombia.

The SC froze Taliban assets
and imposed an international
flight ban on Afghanistan’s
Ariana airlines in November
1999 to pressurise the hard-
line Islamic militia to turn over
suspected terrorist Osama bin
Laden for trial in the twin US
embassy bombings in Africa in
August 1998. The council add-
ed an arms embargo against
the Taliban in January.

USA and Russia have been in
the forefront of UN efforts to im-
pose and enforce these sanctions.

The resolution has urged all
countries to take immediate
steps to prevent sanctions vio-
lations and punish any individ-
uals or organisations that
break the embargoes.

The religious militia, which
controls 95 percent of the coun-
try, refuses to hand over bin
Laden, saying USA has failed
to prove he was behind the du-
al attack.

THE SIATESMAD
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~ Small arms' d% a,bte

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 17. Mr. W.
Jarfies Arputharaj from war-torn
Sri Lanka had one question for
delegates to the U.N. conference
to curb illegal small arms traffick-
ing: Would their programme of
action save lives around the
world?

Mr. Ron Anger of the South
Africa Gun Owners’ Association
had another: Why doesn’t the
conference concentrate on the il-
licit trade in military weapons
and respect gun collectors, hun-
ters, and sports shooters?

In a microcosm of the debate
among governments, representa-
tives from over 40 organisations
spanning the globe had their
chance to address delegates to
the conference on a host of issues
related to the illicit trade in small
arms. Anti-gun activists and

shootmg took
spotlight as delegates began m-
tense negotiations on a revised
action plan that still contains all
the issues the United States op-
poses — from a ban on govern-
ments supplying arms to rebel
groups to an endorsement of “le-
gal restrictions on unrestricted
trade in and ownership of small
arms and light weapons.”

As the conference entered its
second and final week, the lack of
consensus on many of the key
elements meant to curb the lu-
crative and deadly trade was re-
flected in the statements from
non-governmental organisa-
tions.

Mr. Arputharaj, executive di-
rector of the South Asia Partner-
ship International in Sri Lanka,
speaking on behalf of the South

n revised action plan

ia Small Arms Network, ap-
pealed to delegates to do more to
protect civilians from violent
armed conflicts and ensure that
they don’t have to spend their
lives living in fear.

Mr. Rubem Cesar Fernandes of
the Brazilian human rights
group, Viva Rio, called on the
conference to set a goal of cutting
the number of people killed by
small arms by 35 percent by 2006
— which he said would save
about 1 million lives.

The South African, Mr. Anger,
and many of the dozen other gun
rights’ activists from the United
States, Britain, Australia and else-
where said they would strongly
support measures to reduce the
negative effects of small arms —
if they were defined as military
weapons of war.

“Wars are not fought with
sporting arms, but with military
weapons,” he emphasised.

Mr. Thomas Mason of the U.S.
National Rifle Association, speak-
ing on behalf of its more than 4.5
million members, reiterated the
organisation’s support for cur-
tailing the illicit small arms trade
in military weapons.

But he expressed ‘“extreme
concern” about possible confer-
ence action to curtail the legith-=
mate rights of American ciﬂze%. ‘
to own and use firearms. '

But Mr. Neil Arya of Physicians
for Global Survival in Canada
said physicians were not con- |
cerned with whether a shooting °
was a suicide, accident or hom-
icide, whether the perpetrator
was a gang member, a soldier or a
law-abiding gun owner. — AP

—




UN to probe charges
of Hizbollah-Indian
peacekeepers’ nexus

AGENCIES
UNITED NATIONS, LY 14

THE United Nations said on
Friday it would investigate allega-
tions that UN peacekeepers in
Lebanonhelped Hizbollah guer-
rillas kidnap three Israeli soldiers
it October.

o

soldiers stood opposite us and we
saw them, they wore our clothes
{(UN uniforms) and it’s a pity we
didn’t prevent the kidnapping,”
Maariv quoted the soldier as
saying.

In Beirut on Friday, a Hizbol-
lah official source deniedthe
Maariv report. “The Zionist en-

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard ~ emy is living in a state of political
said a planned internal probe of ~ and media dlsarray, the soutce
the handling of a .

] UN wde(%tape |nvestlgati0ll W|" Meanwhﬂe
! linked to the ab- also look into External Affairs
y duction  would . Ministry spoke-
dISOIQO'kmto any . any links sperson  Niru-
| allegations of phetweenm UNIFIL pama Rao said
collaboration ' . the reports
with “Hizbollah and HllbO“ﬂh “have  neither

on the part of wa

been substanti-

peacekeepers in

the UN Mission in Lebanon,

known as UNIFIL.

The Isracli newspaper Maariv
quoted ad’ ufidentified soldier
from UNIFILs Indian contingent
on Friday as saying that a number
of his fellow peacekeepers had
collaborated with Hizbollah in
the October 7 kidnapping.

“The internal investigation
that is getting under way is com-
prehensive and would look into
any such allegations of miscon-
duct,” Eckhard told Reuters.

“We told them they were
making a mistake. I am very sorry
1 about what happened because
! the Hizbollah who kidnapped the

RO
ated or con-
firmed.”

“Indian soldiers are known
the world over for their high pro-
fessionalism and sterling qualities
of dedication and integrity,” Rao
said.

In Jerusalem, Israeli Defence
Minister Bin Yamin Ben Eliezer
today moved to calm any possible
rift with India over allegations In-
dian United Nations troops had
been bribed to allow the kidnap
of three Israeli troops by Hizbol- |
lah guerrillas.

“No one is accusing India,”
he was quoted saying by public
radio in an English-language
interview. /
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Technology is often derided as a rich person’s plaything, so ity hearten-
ing to note that the United Nations Development Programme’s latest
Human Development Report (HDR) focuses on how it can be used to
benefit the disadvantaged. As the report points out, technology can be a
tool, not just a reward, for development. For example, farmers in Kerala
use the Internet to access information about grain prices, while fishermen
download satellite images that pinpoint fish shoals. And while dotcom
valuations may have been a bubble, the opportunities the New Economy
offers India are very real. The information and communications technol-
ogy industry generated Rs 33,000 crore in 1999 ($7.7 billion). Exports
amounted to §4 billion, and are projected to rise to $50 billion by 2008. By
that time, employment in the software industry is expected to rise t0 2.2
million, or 8 per cent of India’s formal employment. The HDR rightly
pats India on the back for understanding the importance of the New
Economy. It also cites Bangalore as one of the world’s leading technolo-
gy hubs, on par with New York, Seattle, Cambridge and Dublin, and
ahead of Los Angeles, Tokyo, Paris and Singapore. Yet, India only man-
ages 63rd place in the technology achievement index, which is topped by
Finland, the US and Sweden. That’s because the New Economy still
needs old-world infrastructure like electricity, phone connections and,
above all, skilled human resources. And while India may have the world’s
seventh-largest number of scientists and engineers, it also has 44 per cent
adult illiteracy and an average of 5.1 years of education.

Of course, it’s not exactly news that India has created enviable insti-
tutes of technical learning, while making a hash of primary education.
But calls to stop subsidising Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) students
may gain renewed force following the HDR’s projection that India loses
$2 billion every year by providing cheap university education to
professionals who migrate. Many arguments can be raised against this
contention. It does not factor in remittances, donations to alma maters,
and venture funding to start-ups back home. Nor does it take into
account intangibles like the brand value accorded to Indian infotech
products and professionals, or the influential lobbies — particularly in
the US — derived from the Indian diaspora. Finally, as a point of
principle, a country that cannot provide its citizens a world-class quality
of life has no right to stop them from seeking it elsewhere. However,
there is an equally strong case that India needs all the resources it can get
for ensuring universal education. Poor and middle-class students should
not be deprived of technical education for want of funds, but why
shouldn’t they repay the public money spent on them once they have
made good? The HDR suggests that an ‘exit tax’, amounting to two
months’ salary, be charged whenever a visa is granted. Given the global
slowdown, increasing cost consciousness among corporates and rising
competition from other emerging infotech powers, this could price
Indian professionals out of the market. So it’s unlikely to find favour with
anybody. But perhaps it’s time to start thinking of simultaneously hiking
technical education fees and making soft student loans readily available. ,
That, perhaps, is the only fair way of fuelling India’s infotech revolutio
while freeing up resources for primary and secondary education. /
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v TECHNOLOGICAL FIXES” 4\
does argue that in biotechnology, as\in other

IN MORE THAN a decade of publication, the an-
nual Human Development Report of the United
Nations Development Programme has usually
steered clear of controversy while making out a
case for expanding the understanding and mea-
surement of development beyond the traditional
approaches of increasing the gross domestic
product of an economy. In the 2001 HDR, howev-
er, the UNDP has managed to anger its “tradi-
tional” support base of citizens’ groups and
organisations critical of the dominant develop-
ment paradigm by suggesting, first, that modern
technology can offer solutions to many of the
problems of the developing countries and, sec-
ond, that the benefits of biotechnology and trans-
genic crops probably outweigh the risks,
especially when it comes to meeting the challeng-
es of increasing food production.

To be fair to the HDR, it is explicit in its argu-
ment that technology is not a silver bullet for re-
moval of poverty. Yet, if there is one running
strand in the 2001 report it is that the advances in
modern technology combined with the forces of
globalisation -— constituting the ‘“‘networked so-
ciety’’ — offer the developing countries an oppor-
tunity to leap-frog out of poverty. Unfortunately,
the understanding of technology is a very restric-
tive one, with the discussion confined to informa-
tion and communication technologies,
biotechnology and in a very limited fashion to
advances in medicine. Besides, there is little that
the HDR offers beyond a few historical examples
to suggest that these new technologies by them-
selves will do much more for development than
innumerable other technological advances of the
past. As the report itself notes, many of the bene-
fits of older technologies are yet to be distributed
as illustrated, for example, in the fact that a third
of the world’s population is still without electric-
ity and two billion people do not have access to
low-cost essential medicines. The UNDP study

technologies, there is a need to weigh the benefits
against the risks. But all the careful language does
not hide the case that is made, in particular, for a
more open welcome to transgenic crops in the
developing countries. Yet, as the report itself
notes, many of the world’s national scientific aca-
demies have asked for a “‘thorough risk assess-
ment”’ of the consequences of development of
transgenic crop varieties. A more explicit and po-
tentially more dangerous argument contained in
the HDR is that the standards of risk and safety
are different in rich and poor countries. That is,
while consumers in the advanced countries can
afford to worry about the safety of transgenic
crops, the citizens of the developing countries
cannot afford to do so because their first priority
is food. Safety concerns in a variety of areas in the
developed societies on occasion are indeed taken
to unreasonable and unrealistic levels. But more
generally the relevant question is, are basic stan-
dards of safety breached by certain technologies?
[t cannot be that there must be lax standards for
poor societies and another set of stricter stan-
dards for the rich societies.

The HDR 2001 contains, as usual, the latest
measures of the human development index for
most countries in the world. The picture over the
longer term, since 1975, shows substantial pro-
gress in some, retrogression in a fairly large num-
ber and an unsatisfactory pace of growth in most
countries in the developing world. The HDR’s ap-
praisal reveals a mixed record so far on the very
modest United Nations goals for development for
the year 2015 in income, health and education. In
some areas (hunger and education), more coun-
tries are on track than falling behind in meeting
the targets for 2015. In others, (infant, child and
maternal mortality and access A0 safe water), the
reverse is true because of aprextremely slow pace
of improvement.




U.N. orders probe
into ‘mishandling’
N o of videotape

{ UNITED NATIONS, JuLy 12. The U.N. has ordered an inquiry into the “mis-

handling’ of a videotape, reportedly filmed by Indian peacekeepers in
south Lebanon, which Israel has asked for saying it may shed light on
the abduction of three of its soldiers last year.

The Chief United Nations spokesman, Mr. Fred Eckhard, said the

Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has ordered the inquiry as “frankly
the organisation was embarrassed and our credibility was hurt by what

© appears to be mishandling of this event.”

The probe, to be conducted by the UN Under Secretary- General,

. Mr. Joseph Connor, would apparently try to establish details regarding
. the videotape, its handling and exchanges with the Israeli government,

he said.
“The Secretary-General wants to have a review of the circumstances

under which filming is done in peacekeeping missions, and the way ir
" which information is moved up the chain of command. Those are twc

of the things that he would expect this investigation to go into,”’ Mr
Eckhard said.

Mr. Connor would report back to Mr. Annan “‘as soon as possible,’
he said.

Despite ordering the probe, Mr. Annan was adamant in rejecting th.
Israeli demand for the unedited version of the tape. “Our invitation t
view an edited version of the tape is the Secretary General’s fine
offer,” Mr. Eckhard said.

After denying for months the existence of the videotape, the U.N
admitted last Friday that peacekeepers had in fact made a tape som
18 hours after the kidnapping.

The tape reportedly shows Hizbollah men preventing the peace
keepers from recovering two abandoned cross-country vehicles bear
ing fake U.N. number plates, which were apparently used in the
kidnapping. It also shows blood stains and pictures of the militant:

" wearing U.N. uniforms.

The kidnapping took place at a spot about 400 metres from the post
manned by the Indian peacekeepers.

U.N. officials feel that showing the unedited version could jeopar-
dise the security of 5000 peacekeepers in the region as the Hizbollah
might target them.

Lebanon has opposed showing the tape to Israel, and Hizbollah has
issued veiled threats.

‘Indian soldiers bribed’

Meanwhile, a leading daily in Jerusalem today alleged that the Hiz-
bollah bribed the Indian troops to carry out the abduction.

The charge, however, has been denied by a UN. official. “This is
nonsense and very cheap and 1 reject it completely,” the UNIFIL
spokesman, Mr. Timur Goksel, has said.

“The Indians are a fully professional unit. ... Their discipline has no

match in the Middle East. Such a theory is nothing but a pathetic lie

and I regret very much that it has been aired.”

The Hebrew-language daily Maariv, quoting an unnamed “very se-
nior political- security source,” claimed a very generous monetary
bribe from the abductors in exchange for cooperation on October 7 in
the disputed Shebaa farms area.

The new details were disclosed after Israeli investigators interrogated

- Indian soldiers at length, including those who had contacts with the

Hizbollah, the daily claimed, quoting the sources.
An Israeli defence ministry spokesman refused to deny or confirm

i the report. The foreign ministry also refused to comment on the news-
: paper report.

|

The Indian embassy in Tel Aviv termed the report as uns{ubstantlat—

| ed” and said Indian soldiers were known for their professionalism in
| their peace missions. — PTI .
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UNHQ, July 11. — With Eufo-

| peans criticising the USA atla
" UN arms conference for rebuf-

ing strong curbs on weapons
. trafficking, fellow arms produc-
' er Russia, too, has warned

against restrictions on legiti-
mate weapons trade.
Washington had thrown down

the gauntlet on the opening day

of a two-week UN conference
seeking ways to control illicit

. trafficking in small arms and
. light weapons, which the UN

says are fueling civil wars
around the globe.

Some 189 nations are trying
to devise a voluntary agree-

national weapons.

In a frank speech at the start
of the conference on Monday,
the Bush administration said it
would oppose provisions in a
UN draft that impinged on
rights of citizens to bear arms
or put restrictions on legal
trade and arms producers.

“The USA won’t join consensus
on a final document that con-
tains measures contrary to our
constitutional right to keep and
bear arms,” said Mr John Bol-
ton, undersecretary of state for
arms control and international
security affairs, yestepday.
measures
Strain legal trade

that would

ussia o to arms trade curbs
%'Y\ %nent to curb the trade in inter-

and legal manufacturing of
small arms and light weapons.
The vast majority of arms trans- |
fers in the world are routine and
not problematic,” he said.

US budget: The US Senate
has approved $ 6.5 bn more
this year for defence and oth-
er programmes. The spending
measure is for the remaining |
three months of this fiscal. Its
dominated by $ 5.9 billion for
the defence department and
the energy department’s nu-
clear weapons work. Another
$ 600 million is for cooling
and heating aid for the poor,
bolstering security at Salt
Lake City Olympics and other '
domestic activities. /



ILLEGAL ARMS / LOBBIES ACTIVE AT U.N. MEET

AP -

~"\Call to control sale of weapons

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 9. Thousands
of representatives with diverse
agendas descended on the United
Nations for a two-week meet
aimed at banning trade in illegal
small arms and light weapons
which kill half a million people
every year, even as negotiators
tried to solve difference of opin-
ion on vital parts of the final doc-
ument.

Gun activists, anti-gun lobby-
ists, representatives of gun manu-
facturers from across the world
and human rights groups are pre-
sent to force their views at the
conference.

Intense debate is expected on
marking of weapons by manufac-
turers to identify them by country
and manufacturer to make trac-
ing easy, control on brokering ac-
tivities, export, and civilian
possession of arms and steps to
stop transfer of small arms to
non-state actors that leads to
deadly conflicts.

The final document is expected
to call for local, regional and in-
ternational initiatives to stop
arms falling into the hands of ter-
rorists, separatists, rebels, mafia
and other groups but allow indi-
vidual states to decide what ac-
tion needs to be taken.

A major point of contention is
on whether the action should be
taken at the level of manufactur-
ers or at the point where legal

BN
arms become illegal. In the for-
mer case, the manufacturers and
arms prodtyng countries would

Artist Wallis Eendal puts the finishing touches on his gun

sculpture entitled ‘“The Art of Peace-making’ at United Nations
headquarters in New York on Sunday. — AP

be required to take vigorous ini-
tiatives.

Arms producing countries in-
sist that the discussions and ac-
tion should begin at the point
where the arms become illegal.
But anti-gun activists and several
member states argue that unless a
tab is kept right from the start, it
would be impossible to stop them
from becoming illegal or estab-
lishing the route through which
they became illegal. The U.S. Rus-
sia and China, who are major
arms producers, are among those
insisting the focus should be to

ensure the arms do not become
illegal that is sold to undesirable
groups.

Their opposition is understan-
dable as they sell billions of dol-
lars worth of arms every year, say
analysts.

The anti-gun lobbyists want the
conference to lead to national
commitments to carrying forward
the action plan but all indications
are that the document would be
nothing more than politically
binding which, in effect, means
the member states only generally
agree to the goals set but may or

may not take action. Small arms
and light weapons comprise
weapons which can be carried or
transported easily and include
from revolvers to launchers of
deadly anti-aircraft missiles.

They also play a major role in
making child soldiers as they are
light weight, do not require much
training and, in most cases, need
little maintenance and support.
That makes it easy for even chil-
dren of five or six years of age to
become combatants as these
arms are easy to carry but lethal in
action.

The final document is expected
to call for strengthening and de-
veloping norms at global, regional
and national levels that would re-
inforce efforts to prevent and
combat the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons. The
member states will agree to devel-
op international measures to pre-
vent arms trafficking and reduce
excessive and destabilising accu-
mulations and transfer of such
weapons and to place special em-
phasis on areas of conflict.

It will also call for establish-

ment of national coordinating

agencies and infrastructure policy
guidance, research and monitor-

ing of efforts to prevent illicit :

transfer of weapons.

The document would ask for
destruction of confiscated weap-
ons expeditiously and establish-
ment of regional and subregional
groups to oversee the effort to
control such weapons. — PTI
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, July 4. ~ In a major tri-
umph for Iraq, the UN Security
Council extended the ‘oil for foo-
d’ progamme for five months for
the country after Russia threat-
ened to veto a British-backed
resolution to revamp decade old
sanctions on Baghdad.

The unanimous vote last eve-
ning came hours before the
four and a half year progamme
was due to expire at midnight.

The vote which maintains sta-
tus quo is a sort of setback for
the Bush administration which
had set its heart on revamping
the sanctions and worked vigo-
rously for it.

Immediately after the vote,
both British and American Am-
bassadors said they would con-
tinue to negotiate on the draft
but the russian ambassador
told reporters that its own
draft too is on the table.

But for Iraq, the victory in the
Council was soured somewhat
as news of defection of two its
top diplomats began hogging
headlines. The, diplomats, who
had completed jtheir UN as-
signments, asked for asylum in
the US for themselves and
their families, officials said.

Russia agreed, though reluc-
tantly, to allow mention of 1-
June resolution of the Council
on the basis of which Britain
had drafted its proposal. The
suggestion was made by Tuni-
sia to break the impasse.

A month ago, the Council had
agreed to extend the ‘oil for foo-
d’ programme under which Iraq
can sell oil to buy food, medi-
cines and other essential com-
modities for one month as the
negotiations on the British draft
continued tp find a consensus.

Iraq rejected the British draft
and suspended oil exports de-
manding that the programme be
extended for full six months. Ev-

" er since the programme was es-

‘oil-for-

rumme

nds
@ocl’

ASYLUM IN USA

NEW YORK, July 4. - In a
setback to Iraq, two of its top
diplomats at the United Na-
tions, including Deputy Am-
bassador Mohammed al-Hu-
maimidi, have sought asylum
in the USA for themselves
and their families, just before
they were to return to Iraq on
transfer.

* The other diplomat, who has
sought asylum, has been iden-
tified as Senior Counsellor Fe-
la Hesan al-Rubaie and was
said to be the number four of-
ficial in the mission.

The two diplomats were in a

' position that would have given
them access to the sensitive in-
formation which the US could
use to its advantage if they
spill the beans, especially at a

“time when the Security Coun-
cil consider restructuring the
decade-old sanctions on Bagh-
dad, diplomatic sources said.

Though US officials, as also
police, were tight-lipped, the
sources said al-Humaimidi
walked intoa New York police
station on Friday, identified
himself and requested politi-
cal asylum.

— PTI

tablished, it had been extended
for six-month period at a time.

Some members had consid-
ered shorter extension to allow
the negotiations on the draft to
continue but Iraq's threat and
Russian insistence led to the
five-month extension which to-
gether with the one month's ex-
tension already granted makes
a total of six months.

As the British draft was being
negotiated, Russia introduced its
own resolution which would ha-
ve suspended the sanctions once
Iraq allowed arms inspectors to
go in but could be re-imposed if it

did not cooperate with them.
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“U.N. drops vote %plan to
srevamp Irag?8anctions

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 3. Confronted by a veto

threat from Russia, the U.N. Security Council

members agreed to drop for now a U.S.-British
; plan to revamp sanctions against Iraq and in-
. stead extend the U.N. humanitarian pro-
gramme without changes.

Britain, which drafted the resolution on the
plan, yesterday told Council members that in
light of Russia’s objections, the U.N. oil-for-
food programme should be extended for five
months. It is circulating a draft to this effect
for a vote today, when the current phase of the
programme expires, the envoys said.

The oil-for-food plan allows Baghdad to sell
oil to buy a wide range of civilian supplies
under U.N. control to ease the impact of the
sanctions, imposed when Iraq invaded Kuwait
in August 1990.

The delay — or perhaps indefinite post-
ponement — of the U.S.-British plan to over-
haul the sanctions is a blow for the United
States, which has attempted to plug holes in
the embargo and at the same time ease the
import of civilian goods to Iraq, which now go
through cumbersome procedures.

Russia, an ally of Iraq, has opposed the so-
called “smart sanctions” from the start, saying
they do not move the Council closer to sus-
pending the sanctions. Moscow’s Foreign
Minister in a letter to the U.S. Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, last week threatened
to veto the plan if it were put to a vote.

When the Council failed to reach agreement
on a draft resolution for a sanctions overhaul
in June, the programme was extended until
July 3. In effect, Tuesday’s planned resclution
gives Iraq a six-month extension, in line with
past practice.

Palestinian children living In Iraq !
stage a demonstration against |
Israel and the U.S. in front of the |
U.N. Headquarters in Baghdad on }
Tuesday. — Reuters |
Iraq on June 4 cut off oil sales supplies to the |
U.N. programme to protest consideration of |
the U.S.-British proposals and threagerféd to
do the same to Jordan and Tyiey if they ;
cooperated with the U.S. and Britain. It is not
clear what Baghdad will do now. — Reuters |
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| PRESS TRUST OF INDIA U}‘ '
UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 28

YHE 15-membef UN Se;:u—
} rity Ceuncil has unani-
mously approved by accla-

mation Secretary General Kofi g
Annan for the second five-year &
termbeginning Januaryonenext.  °

“I am deeply honoured by the vote that has
just taken place in the Security Council and I'm
grateful for the trust and the support they have
given me,” Annan, 63, said shortly after thevote
was announced on Wednesday

The 189-member General Assembly will

mej tomorrow to for

spokeni Annan, a native
which will put an African dn the top
UNjob for 15 continuous years.

The nomination comes-almost six
months before his term is due to expire.
The nomination was free of the acri-
mony witnessed during 1996 when the
US blocked another term for Boutros
Boutros Ghali, an Egyptian; and the world body
witnessed extensive backstage manoeuvering.

After his election in 1997, Annan initiated
reforms in the UN, eliminated unnecessary jobs
and introduced a system of consultation with his
top officials. Originally Annan had said he

'wo'uld not seek another term and this was the

turn of an Asian to get the top job. But strong '
support from the African group and theUS led
to Asians dropping their demand and'endors-
mgAnnan instead.

Annan had announced his candidacy in
March and almost immediately won support of
the five permanent members of the Security
Council—the US, the UK, Russia, France and
China—who have the power toveto. * :

The African group had endorsed him ear-
lier and Latin American group followed. The -
Asian group did not formally endorse him as
some members had reservations .
cause they consideredit tobe Asia’s
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0,\}0 AIDS DRUGS PATENT / TREATMENT COULD BECOME AFFORDABLEQ%

UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 26. The Unit-
ed States has unexpectedly drop-
ped a patent complaint against
Brazil in the World Trade Orga-
nization and agreed to settle out
of court a dispute widely seen as
symbolic of the dcbate over who
may manufacture and sell drugs
to treat AIDS in poor countries.

Coming on the first day of an
unusual U.N. General Assembly
debate on the AIDS crisis, the
American decision was widely
welcomed by campaigners for
cheaper medications for develop-
ing nations, where AIDS is taking
a devastating toll. Brazil, which
had been moving to the forefront
of an international challenge to
large Western pharmaceutical
companies and their high-priced
anti-retroviral medicines, cut its
mortality rate from AIDS in half
with an aggressive campaign to
make drugs available cheaply and
effectively, experts say.

‘“Brazil has the most successtul
AIDS treatment programme in
the developing world, and this de-
cision shows that the U.S. is no
longer threatening its existence,”
said Mr. Seth Amgott, spokesman
for Oxfam, the international relief
agency.

Mr. Paul Davis, of Act Up Phila-
delphia, a protest group con-
cerned with AIDS issues, called
the American move “a tremen-
dous victory for the Brazilians'.
He added that it would serve as an
important precedent for other na-
tions desperate for ways to make
treatment  more affordable
against the strong patent protec-
tions and pricing policies of com-
panies in rich nations.

“It will also remove barriers to
access in many poor countries by
illustrating that a country can
withstand this kind of pressure,”
he said.

Specialists from around the
world gathered here for the three-
day sunyit—level meeting on

U.S. drops complaint again

The United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan (centre),

the president of the 55th session of the U.N. General Assembly,

Mr. Harry Holkeri (right), and the Executive Director of UNAIDS,
Mr. Peter Piot, hold a portion of the AIDS quilt to kick off the
U.N. special session on AIDS in New York on Monday. — AFP

AIDS — an event that has thrown
government officials, nongovern-
mental activists and medical ex-
perts into intense debate on
priorities for fighting the epidem-
ic — say that Monday's decision
by the U.S. Trade Representative,
Mr. Robert B. Zoellick, adds to the
sense that pharmaceutical com-
panies can no longer expect gov-
ernments to protect them against
a rising tide of concern about the
denial of drugs to poor victims of
AIDS.

In recent months, several com-
panies have lowered prices on
medications that slow the course
of the virus that causes AIDS and
at least one has decided to give

away a medication needed to
treat opportunistic fungal infec-
tions that often accompany the
disease.

“The United States has been
supportive of Brazil’s bold and ef-
fective programme to combat the
HIV/AIDS crisis,” Mr. Zoellick
said in a statement in Washing-
ton. ‘‘With this positive step, we
will be able to harness our com-
mon energy toward our shared
goal of combating the spread of
this dangerous virus.” Brazil's
trade negotiator, Mr. Jose Alfredo
Graca Lima, called the pact “a
victory for both sides, a victory for
common sense”’. Under Mon-
day’s agreement, Brazil and the

st Braazil

U.S. will set up a joint body to
deal with the drug issue and other
patent cases. Under the 1996 Bra-
zilian patent law, foreign compa-
nies must make a drug in Brazil
within three years of securing a
patent or licence a local company
to make it. If they fail to do this
they lose patent protection.

Brazil already permitted gov-
ernment-run laboratories to copy
any foreign drugs that pre-date
the 1996 law.

American officials, who had
threatened Brazil with trade sanc-
tions, were saying two months
ago that this case was important
to uphold the general principle of
protecting intellectual property
rights, and that Brazil was in fact
using a narrow provision in its law
to pressure patent owners to
make products there. Brazil's
AIDS chief, Mr. Paulo Robertw”
Teixeira, responded on May 24h a |
news conference here, saying that |
his country was being punished
for challenging American compa-
nies in ways that other nations |
did not.

On Monday, Brazil agreed to
give the United States 10 days’ |
notice of any plan to apply the
provision demanding local manu-

facture and allowing forfeiture of !

patent rights. In return, the U.S.
dropped its insistence on a formal

review of Brazil's policy at the |

WTO, but reserved the right to re-
vive its complaint if the consulta-
tive process fails.

Some AIDS specialists expect
that there will still be challenges
and confrontations, as new drugs
are developed that are unambig-
uously covered by Brazil's 1996
law. Moreover, American officials
say that Brazil — like South Africa
— has another patent provision it
can use, but has not yet chosen to
employ. Under the Brazilian law,
compulsory licensing of a drug is
permitted in the event of a public
health crisis. — New York Times

|
|
|
|
i
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UNITED NATIONS: United
Nations secre-
tary general Kofi
Annan on
Monday opened
the  first-ever
! - | intcrnational
’» | meeting on
{ HIV/AIDS call-
‘ W ing for an
- | unprecedented
Kofi Annan  reqponse to the
crisis created by the deadly disease
which has killed 22 million people,
saying it “cannot be dealt with by
making moral judgment”.

In an apparent rebuke to con-
servative Islamic nations and the
Vatican which are objecting to gays
and intravenous drug users being
included in “vulnerable groups” in
the final document, Mr Annan said
“AIDS cannot be dealt with by
making moral judgement or refus-
ing to face the unpleasant facts.”

“The world is still less likely to
deal with it by stigmatising those
who are infected and making it out
to be their fault,” he told delegates
from more than 180 nations.

“We can do {(deal with) it by
speaking clearly and openly, both
about the ways that people
become infected and about what
they can do to avoid infection,” Mr
Annan said.

Addressing the moralists, he
said, “When we urge others to
change their behaviour so as to
protect themselves against infec-
tion, we must be ready to change
our own behaviour in the public
arena.”

Annan seeks $10b .~

annual fund to fight
obal meet

The meet is expected to set
goals for reducing the infection in
a document to be adopted on

Wednesday. 1Y
Lamenting that the lu}terr\lM

al response so far has not meas-
ured up the challenge, Mr Annan
said, “Spending against AIDS in
the developing world need to rise
roughly five times” and called on
rich donors to finance the global
AIDS and health fund.

The fund would help to finance
the comprehensive, coherent and
coordinated strategy the world
needs, Mr Annan said.

The fund was proposed by Mr
Annan who said seven to 10 billion
dollars was needed annually to
fight the disease. It would be
administered by an independent
board, the composition of which is
yet to be decided.

Stating the goal is to make the
fund operational by the this year
end, Mr Annan promised to con-
tinue to work with all stake hold-
ers to ensure that the goal is met.

So far, less than $550 million
have been pledged.

To fight the menace, which is
spreading with frightening speed
in eastern Europe, Asia and in the
Caribbean, Mr Annan said,
“Leadership is needed at all levels
— community, national and inter-
national— and called for solidarity
between rich and poor nations.

“The developing countries are
ready to provide their share but
they cannot do it alone,” he said
urging leaders of the developed
world to help in the effort. pm
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d Wnp- e amms _AIDS / WORLD LEADERS TO DISCUSS STRATEGY

U.N. declares war on pandemlc

UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 24. Twenty years after the
detection of AIDS, the United Nations General
Assembly is holding its first special session on
the pandemic that has claimed over 22 million
lives and left 36 million others facing a death
sentence.

“Everyone has come to this late,”” said Mr.
Stephen Lewis, the U.N. special envay on HIV/
AIDS in Africa. “The world has been seized
and galvanised only over the last 18 months or

0.” With the disease ravaging Africa and
spreading quickly through Asia, Latin America
and Eastern Europe, high-level representa-
tives from 180 countries will meet at U.N.
headquarters starting on Monday to adopt
new targets for a global campaign to halt and
start reversing the AIDS epidemic. But Gov-
ernments, health experts and activists remain
divided on what should get the lion’s share of
funds and attention — treatment or preven-
tion. And Muslim and Western nations are still
at loggerheads over naming groups most vul-
nerable to AIDS — such as homosexuals and
prostitutes — because of religious and cultural
sensitivities.

Nonetheless, Mr. Lewis and other U.N. offi-
cials believe that a constellation of recent
events offers the first real chance to turn a
doomsday scenario around, albeit slowly and
painfully.

The Security Council declared last year that
AIDS poses a threat to peace and security.

The Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,

made the fight against AIDS his personal pri-
ority and helped put a global spotlight on the
issue. Prices for drugs have plummeted, open-
ing new options for treatment. And in Africa,
which has been hardest- hit by the disease,
leaders have shown a determination in the
past year to confront the epidemic.

Although the U.N. General Assembly special
session on HIV/AIDS is not a summit, two
dozen Presidents and Prime Ministers are
coming, the vast majority from Africa, includ-
ing some of the worst-hit countries — Ethio-
pia, Kenya, Nigeria, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland. However, the South African Presi-
dent, Mr. Thabo Mbeki — whose country has
the largest number of people living with HIV
or AIDS, 4.1 million — will not attend, a presi-
dential spokesman said, saying senior officials
will be sent instead. Mr. Mbeki caused an in-
ternational uproar more than a year ago when
he courted the view of some scientists who
question the link between HIV and AIDS and
believe HIV testing should be stopped.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, heads the large U.S. delegation. “It’s
leadership that will ultimately be the driving
force that will reverse and eventually halt the
devastation of this epidemic,” said Mr. Peter
Piot, executive director of the Joint U.N. Pro-
gram on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), which operates
in over 100 countries.

There is a new momentum among political
leaders and public health officials to tackle the

AIDS crisis, he said, “‘but what is truly as-
tounding is the leadership we are seeing at the
community level, and in grassroots organisa-
tions.”

In addition to leadership, the resource
needed most to defeat AIDS is money. At last
September’s U.N. Millennium Summit, over
150 world leaders made a commitment to stop
the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015.

The declaration to be adopted at the close of
the special session on Wednesday calls for in-
terim targets, including a 25 percent reduction
in HIV infections among 15-to 24-year-olds in
the most affected countries by 2005 and glob-
ally by 2010. It also calls for at least 90 percent
of 15-to 24-year- olds to have access to in-
formation and services to reduce their vulner-
ability by 2005, and a 20 percent reduction in,
the proportion of infants infected with HIV by
that date. To do this, Mr. Annan said an an-
nual war chest of $ 7 billions to $ 10 billions is
needed.

Even before it has been formally establish-
ed, the fund has received pledges of $ 528 mil-
lion — and more are expected during the
special session. Already, there are differences
over how the money should be spent — pre-
vention or treatment.

Prevention is cheaper because it mainly in-
volves changes in behaviour to promote absti-
nence, one sex partner, delaying the age of
sexual relations, or safe sex with condoms. —
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Russia wants puth UN
debatd'on Iraq "Qhctions

United Nations, June 20: Russia is still keeping everyone guessing on
whether it will support a US-British plan to revamp Iraqgi sanctions or use
its position on the UN Security Council to kill or delay it, as Baghdad
wants.

The council on Wednesday is expected to approve a request by
Moscow, Iraq’s closest ally in the 15-member body, to hold a public
meeting in 10 days or so shortly before the group’s July 3 deadline to
make a decision on the new plan.Some Western diplomats saw the move
as a way to delay the near daily private negotiations on the plan and to let
Iragi envoys and other opponents in West Asia state their view.

But Russian ambassador Sergei Lavrov, in a letter, said the council
should “consider ways of improving the humanitarian situation in Iraq”
1 and “the negative effect of the population of that country.”

Russia, along with France, Britain, China and the United States are per-
manent council members with veto power.

At issue is a British-drafted resolution that would ease sanctions on
civilian imports to Iraq, continue to ban military materiel and draw up a
lengthy list of goods that can be used for military and civilian purposes.
Britain intends to present a revised draft resolution shortly but the issue
of “'dual use” goods on the list is still in dispute. The resolution also seeks
to stop smuggling, worth about $1 billion a year, and have the money

2j S ff‘;\bil"%iy ¥

paid to a separate account rather than to Baghdad directly. (Reuters) /
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THE UNITED Nations resumed
distribution of subsidised bread
in Kabul on Monday, putting an
end to a dispute with the coun-
try’s Taliban leaders that tem-

Kabul, June 18

porarily closed 130 bakeries

catering to the poor.
Impoverished Afghans lined
up on Monday to receive their
daily bread. The bakeries consti-
tute the United Nations’ largest
food distribution programme in
Afghanistan. Bread was not pro-
vided for the first time in five

years after they were closed on

Saturday.

“We are very happy,” said
Mohammed Sarwa, a 30-year-old:
father of five who was waiting in
line for bread. “I've been here
since early in the morning and the
baker told me there will be bread.”

On Sunday, the Taliban and-

the UN World Food Program
resolved their dispute by agree-
ing on-a formula for hiring
women for a key poverty survey.

The agreement came after the
UNWFP the Taliban’s. main
demand: that women already
working in the Taliban health
ministry conduct the. survey,
which is needed for a new list of
eligible bread recipients.

The bakeries provide sub- -
sidised bread to 282,000 impover- :

ished people in Kabul. They
closed on Saturday after the Tal-
iban missed a June 15 deadline
for allowing the Food Program to
hire its own women.

The World Food Program said
the old bread recipient list, pre-
pared five years ago, no longer
represents Kabul’s most vulnera-

ble people. The new survey
involves entering people’s homes
to see how poor they are, a job
only women can do because of
strict Taliban rules prohibiting
men  from viewing women to
whom they are not related.

The bakeries’ closure was met

' with great anguish among people

who stood eutside waiting for
bread.

The World Food Program said
it accepted the Taliban’s terms
for hiring women only after the
militia offered additional guar-
antees that the survey would be
impartial. Earlier, the program
had said hiring only Taliban
women would compromise the
survey’s independence.

The closure of the bakeries,
which give five pieces of Afghan
bread to 46,000 cardholding fami-
lies at 10 per cent of the market
price, was seen as a major blow
to humanitarian operations in

. Afghanistan. It also underscored

rapidly worsening relations
between the Taliban and interna-
tional aid organisations, which
have accused the militia of
harassing aid workers and ham-
pering relief operations.

The: Taliban rejected a World

- Food Program proposal to have
;Faliban women and WFP-hired
-women conduct the :survey
: together.

Most women are barred from
the werkplace under. the Tal-
iban’s extraordinarily strict ver-
sion of Islam.

The militia passed.-a law last
year prohibiting aidrerganisa-
tions or the united nations from
hiring Yocal*women.
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UN agency to resume
© Kabul food aid

| REUTERS

: KABUL, June 17. - The UN
| World Food Programme toda,
said it had reached a deal wi
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers
that would enable it to resume
the supply of bread to nearly
ﬁO0,000 poor residents of Ka-
. bul,
. “We are going to deliver
- wheat to the bakeries today
and grobably will start making
. the bread either tomorrow or
the day after tomorrow,” the
| WFP chief for Afghamstan, Mr
Gerard van Dijk, said after sev-
eral hours of talks with Taliban
' officials.

WFP had halted the supply of |
subsidised bread because it
couldn’t agree with Taliban on
carrying out a survey to ensure

i the food aid was not diverted as
a result of rampant corruption

) I}he city.
nder the deal agreement
today, women nominated by
Taliban will carry out the
. planned survey of recipients
. of the bread, baked by 120
bakeries in the war-shattered
- city supplied with wheat by

. the WFP.
Till now, the two sides had
been unable to agree who

TALIBAN

ISLAMABAD, June 17. — Af- |
ghanistan's Taliban mi- |

‘ htla captured the Kalafgan '

. road junction in the northern \ \
Takhar province today in a!!
campalgn to subdue its oppo- 1 i
nents in the area, the private | |
Afghan Islamic Press repor- |
ted. A Taliban spokesman told |

| AIP that the objective of the :

' campaign was to capture Far- |

: khar area where the leader of

‘ the Opposition Northern Alli- :

| ance, Mr Ahmad Shah Ma-l
: sood, has a big military base.
AIP said the Kalafgan junc-

| tion also leads to Badakh-

;‘ shan, the only province under

f the total control of the Oppo- |
i gition. The Taliban hold sway

| over 95 per cent of Afghan
t;emtory — DPA

should carry out the survey be-
cause Taliban officials, who fol-
low an extreme form of Islam,
said they wouldn't allow women
to work for the UN

The bakeries made their last
bread distribution on Friday,

and a break in supplies would
have affected some 20 cent
of the city’s populatipe

e ———————
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UN ShHS down

Kabul, June 16

THE UN closed down most of its
subsidised food distribution oper-
ations in the Afghan capital on
Saturday over disputes with the
Taliban on hiring women.

Hungry children, women clad
in faded burqas and men in baggy
Afghan trousers and knee-length
shirts assembled as usual in front
of 120 bakeries sponsored by the
World Food Program, but were
told there was no bread.

“What will I tell my children
who wait for nan (Afghan bread)
at home?” asked a tearful 35-year-
old widow and mother of seven
who identified herself as Laila.

“We are the most unfortunate
people... For us a lucky day is
when we get bread and the
unlucky one when we don't get it.
Today is the unlucky day,” she
said. Saturday was the first time
in five years that the World Food
Program has not distributed sub-
sidised bread to Kabul’s needy res-
idents. At least 282,000 people eli-

gible to receive subsidised bread
were affected. Many people in the
war-ravaged city depend on inter-
national aid organisations for sur-
vival.

The closure of the bakeries,
which give five pieces of Afghan

. AP PHOTO
Afghan women crowd a bakery set up by Islamic charity Al-Rasheed
Trust in Kabul on Saturday, after closure of bakeries run by the World
Food Programme.

bread to each of the 46,000 card-
holding families at 10 per cent of
the market price, is a major blow
to humanitarian operations in
Afghanistan,

“It is a sad day,” Gerard van
Dijk. the World Food Program’s

Afghan bakeries

representative for Afghanistan,
said. “I still hope that we find a
way to resolve the dispute and
continue helping the people.”

The dispute centers on the sub-
sidy recipient list, which the
World Food Program says does not
represent the most vulnerable
people. It has been seeking a new
survey of Kabul's poor. All agree
the current list has been corrupt-
ed by a black market in both bread
and the cards used to show who is
eligible. But women must conduct
the survey because only they can
enter people’s homes to assess
poverty; men can’t do it because of
Taliban rules forbidding them
from viewing unrelated women.

The Taliban do not object to the
survey but vehemently oppose the
recruitment of women, saying it
goes against Islam.

“It is our desire that the issue
be resolved, but we won'’t sacrifice
our principles to get humanitari-
an aid,” said Usman Shaharyar,
an official of the Taliban foreign
ministry.



By Kalpana Sharma / }‘x
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NEW YORK, JUNE 8. At every intes
tional conference, one country id
the bad boy. At the special session
of the United Nations General As-
sembly Istanbul Plus Five focuss-
ing on the Urban Millennium, that
role is being played out to the hilt
by the United States.

The U.S., under its new dispen-
sation, has developed an allergy to
the term rights. As a result, even
though five years ago at Istanbul,
all countries, including Washing-
ton had committed themselves to
a full and progressive realisation
of the right to adequate housing as
provided in international instru-
ments, it now considers the em-
phasis on the right an irritant.

U.S. objection

As a result, the draft of the dec-
laration on cities and other hu-
man settlements, scheduled to be
adopted by the General Assembly.
had a weak reference to it. The
non- governmental organisations
(NGOs) closely monitoring the
whole process, pointed an accus-
ing finger at the U.S. delegation.
And the latter openly acknowl-
edged its part. “We don’t like the
term rights,” an American official
said. “It tends to mean entitle-
ment but that doesn’t create
housing. We need a good econo-
my, good urban governance and
other factors to increase housing.”
The U.S. Secretary for Housing
and Urban Development, Mr. Mel

ﬁf Martinez, said the solution to the

housing problem in his country
was a home-ownership pro-
gramme which his Government
called the American Dream — the
freedom to pursue success and
prosperity. However, the individ-
ual defines it for him or herself.
Nowhere in his statement did Mr.

Martinez acknowledge the extent
of homelessness in the U.S. or
how people without regular in-
comes could enter a loan-based
home-ownership programme. Mr.
Miloon Kothari, special rappor-
teur on adequate housing as a
component of the right to an ade-
quate standard of living appointed

by the United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights (UNCHR),
sajd the U.S. was evading the real
issue.

He had presented his report to
the commission earlier this year.
Increasing urban poverty

Mr. Kothari said the situation of

By Kalpana Sharma

NEW YORK, JUNE 8. The Minister for Urban Devel-
opment, Mr. Jagmohan, stopped short of admitting
that the three-day U.N. special session on urban
problems was a waste of time. “I can’t say it is
pointless,” he told Indian journalists, “but some-
thing solid must be done.”

In his speech to the General Assembly, he said the
imbalances of the present times, coupled with a
system which continued to deepen these imbal-
ances, had made it difficuit for developing coun-
tries to solve their problems inspite of bringing the
necessary will and vision to the task.

On asked what the Government was doing to ful-
fil the commitments it had made at Istanbui, Mr.
Jagmohan said the task was not easy. Urban dis-
cipline was needed and cities had been taken over
by the land and builders’ mafia, he added.

The Minister said more than one lakh people had
been resettled in the last few years. Citing New Del-
hi as an example, he said the new settiement in
Narela, where slumdwellers from the heart of the
capital had been shifted, was a model for what
could be done. There was a thinking and ideology
behind Narela. In a few years there would be short-
age of labour in Narela as the relocated population

g 530
b
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would find jobs and more jobs would be created.
The idea of resettling them was to make them skill-
oriented, he said. On the strictures passed by the
National Human Rights Commission and the Delhi
High Court in response to a public interest litiga-
tion petition on the conditions in Narela, Mr. Jag-
mohan said no one had worried about the rights of
these people when they lived alongside a drain for
over 30 years. But, when something was done, trou-
ble-makers seeking publicity come into the picture,
he said. Mr. Jagmohan also spoke of the pro-
gramme of rejuvenation of culturally-significant
towns which his Ministry had launched. The first
town selected for this was Varanasi.

While China registered its presence at every ses-
sion, India’s was hardly felt at the meet. And while
many countries had included some of their most
outstanding NGOs in their official delegation, the
Indian team did not have them.

In fact, India’s presence was felt only because of
the remarkable intervention by groups such as the
National Slumdwellers Federation, represented by
the Magsaysay Award winner, Mr. A. Jockin, Society
for Promotion of Area Resource Centres (SPARC)
and Mabhila Milan. Their model house and toilet
block, and their interventions in the parallel ses-
sions during this meeting were noteworthy.

N

S. plays sp;ilsport at U.N. meet

the urban poor around the world
had become much waorse since the
Habitat Conference in istanbul in
1996. There was more poverty and
inequality. States must acknowl-
edge this reality and reaffirm their
commitments to human rights
obligations.

But, the developments at the
U.N. during the session were com-
pletely out of touch with reality.
The U.S.-based NGOs working on
housing rights also stressed the
grave situation with housing
amongst the urban poor.

The provision of affordable,
rental housing was the only solu-
tion, they said. Yet, the emphasis
in the U.S. had shifted from low-
cost public housing to home own-
ership which led many poor fam-
ilies into debt traps.

Gender dimension

The rights framework, empha-
sised by Mr. Kothari and others
and rejected by the Americans, al-
so had a gender dimension. In Is-
tanbul, the rights of women to
own property and to inheritance
were a contentious issue.

Yet, earlier this year, the U.\.
Human  Rights  Commission
adopted two resolutions that had
a bearing on right to housing. One
of these was on the right of wom-
en to equal ownership of, access
to, and control over land and
equal right to own properfy/’"
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NEW YORK, JUNE 6. A special session of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly opened today
with the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,
emphasising the importance of addressing the
issue of shelter, a neglected aspect of econom-
ic development.

The three-day session will assess progress
made since the City Summit in Istanbul in
1996 and will adopt a declaration on cities and
other human settlements in the new millenni-
um.

Much like other Plus Five meetings, that is
gatherings marking five years after the series
of conferences organised by the U.N. in the
1990s, a greatdeal of time is sometimes wasted
on the language of such documents. The non-
governmental organisations, who are now an
active and prominent presence at all these
conferences, usually end up exasperated at
the nature of the proceedings. However, it is
these civil society groups that present a reality
check to a meeting that would otherwise be no
more than a talk shop.

Thus, even [stanbul Plus Five, as this special
session of the General Assembly is called, has
begun with a difference.

On the eve of the opening session, Mr. An-
nan and the executive director of the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(UNCHS), Ms. Anna Tibaijjuka, walked
through a model toilet and a slum house con-
structed in the imposing lobby of the U.N.
building. The house model sits just below the

By Kalpana Sharma

Sputnik suspended from the ceiling of the lob-

by.
The model house has been assembled by

slum-dwellers representing federations in In-
dia, Nepal, Cambodia, Thailand, South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Namibia, the Philippines and Ke-
nya, who have come together under the ban-
ner of the Slum-dwellers International (SDI1).
[t represents their efforts to negotiate with
their Governments for land and secure tenure
and also the right to design their own settle-
ments.

The toilet model drew even more interest
because it demonstrates the efforts of Mahila
Milan, women'’s collectives in India, to inter-
vene on the issue of sanitation in Indian cities.
The women have talked with communities in
different cities, including Mumbai, and have
come up with an innovative design of a toilet
that accommodates the separate needs of chil-
dren, women and men and at the same time
ensures that the people who use it also main-
tain it.

Reality checks have already come in other
forms. Yesterday, groups representing hous-
ing associations from across the United States
met with the representatives of the SDI. They
spoke vividly of the housing crisis in a wealthy
nation like the United States where a million
people are homeless and where the poor have
to wait for years to be allotted houses in public
housing blocks. Much of the public housing
constructed during the 1960s is being demol-
ished and the people thus dishoused have
been given no alternative.

And even usually dry and technical sessions
on subjects like urban. infrastructure and
transport have produced surprisingly different
interventions. The former mayor of Bogota,
capital of Colombia, for instance made an im-

- Focus on shelter at U.N. session

passioned argument for cities without cars.

Mr. Enrique Penalosa, argued that in devel-
oping countries, car owners are usually those
with some kind of power. As a result, they are
able to dominate transport policies with major
investments going into roads and flyovers
rather than public transport. More roads do
not solve the trafficproblem, he said: thev gen-
erate more traffic.

As Mayor of Bogota, Mr. Penelosa held a poll
and asked people if they were prepared to
have a ‘car free day’ once a year. The over-
whelming majority voted in the affirmative.
He also asked people if they were prepared to
work towards a ‘car free city’ by 2015. Once
again, the response was positive.

As a resuit of this intervention, Bogota now
has a good public transport system, commut-
ing times have been halved by resorting to
restricting cars during the rush hours in the
morning and evening, and pollution levels
have come way down. Mr. Penelosa suggests
that this is a model cities in developing coun-
tries could consider.

Sri Chinmoy lifts legends of strength: Inter-
national peace leader. Sri Chinmoy., honoured im-
mortal legends of strength on Saturday by lifting
them overhead with an arm tfrom a scated position
including the four- time Olympic discuss gold
medalist, Al Ocrter, and the three-time gold med-
alist, Frank Zane. Sri Chinmoy said: ~'Fam tryving
to congratulate people in various walks of life with
my inner ones with them. 1 lift them to show my
deepest appreciation for their achievements,”

A
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Pak lashgs\Wi U.N.

on Afzhaii sanctions

UNITED NATIONS: Irked by the
findings of a UN.
committee that it
is ignoring sanc-
tions slapped on
the Taliban in
Afghanistan,
Pakistan has
questioned the
integrity of the

e panel and at-
OsamaBinladen tacked the em-
bargo imposed by the Security
Council as an “unjust instrument”
which is doomed to fail.

Describing the panel’s findings as
“baseless allegations” Pakistan’s
ambassador to the United Nations,
Shamshed Ahmed, rejected its sug-
gestion that a monitoring mecha-
nism should be set up to ensure that
sanctions were properly imple-
mented. Such a mechanism would
be used to unjustly implicate Pak-
istan, he said but did not elaborate.

Addressing the council during an
open debate on the panel report, he
said Islamabad was opposed to the

sanctions but as a “responst
law abiding” member of the United
Nations, it would fully impl
them.

Pakistan is one of the three coun-
tries which recognise the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan.

Mr Ahmed, a former foreign sec-
Tetary, said sanctions were to blame
for the exodus of Afghans to Pak-
istan and other problems con-
fronting the war-ravaged nation.

“The Afghan problem is not
about the Taliban. Nor is it about
terrorism and drugs alone. But it is
about 25 million Afghans who con-
tinue to suffer,” he said.

The U.N. should engage the Tal-
iban rather than isolate them and
work with the regime keeping in
view its religious and cultural sensi-
tivities, he said. The sanctions were
imposed to force the Taliban to
hand over Saudi terrorist master-
mind Osama Bin Laden to the US.
for trial on terrorism charges and to
close training camps for militants in
its territory. (°Ty )
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U.N. endo

LONDON, JUNE 2. Britain won crucial

~ agreement at the U.N. on Friday

for the broad outline of its plan
for “smart sanctions’” against
Iraq, but faces a grinding negotia-
tion over the details.

Overcoming years of division
on Iragq, the U.N. Security Council
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion supporting the principles of a
new system to “‘improve signifi-
cantly” civilian trade with Iraq
and “improve the controls” on
smuggling.

The Security Council extended
by a month the current oil-for-
food programme, a cumbersome
system which allows Iraq to buy a
limited amount of supplies, to
give diplomats time to work out
details of the new policy.

Iraq immediately rejected the

vote. It has threatened to cut off

oil supplies to neighbours who
co-operate with smart sanctions.
But British officials are delighted.
“We are very, very pleased,” said
one British diplomat at the U.N.

rses smart
w\w .

/

An Iraqi child carries water to sell at a rare-pet market in

Baghdad to support his family as the U.N. Security Council
adopted a resolution signalling willingness to overhaul
decade-old sanctions against lraq. — Reuters

“The Russians were being very
obstructive until two days ago.
We were surprised when they
suddenly changed their minds.”

But there are likely to be sharp

differences over  “‘dual-use”
goods, items such as computers
with both civilian and military us-
es. The objections of Moscow and
Beijing meant the smart sanctions

sanctions against Iraq

plan could not be adopted in time
for the expiry next week of the
present phase of the oil-for-food
programme.

But diplomats say a new under-
standing was achieved during a
meeting in Budapest this week
between Gen. Colin Powell, U.S.
Secretary of State, and Mr. Igor
ivanov, his Russian counterpart.

British officials say the new res-
olution explicitly endorses Reso-
lution 1284, passed in 1999, which
offers Iraq a lifting of sanctions if
it re-admits and co-operates with
international weapons inspec-
tors.

Britain hopes the new display
of unity will help convince Irag’s
neighbours, who benefit hand-
somely from cut price oil sold by
Iraq, to co-operate with smart
sanctions.

The smart sanctions plan aims
to deflect criticism that the dec-
ade-old embargo harms only Ira-
qi civilians. — Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2001
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electrical ;.
supplies to lrag
UNHQ, May 31 L\L

THE UN Security Co\mcil com-
mittee monitoring the sanctions
against Baghdad has established
the first list of electricity-related
supplies that qualify for “‘fast-
track” approval — an accelerated
process for getting humanitarian
goods to Irag.

Announcing this, the UN said
the committee has approved a
list of 100 items in the electricity
sector for quick processing.

Under the ‘fast-track’ system,
the designated items can be
approved directly by the office of
the Iraq programme without
first going through the Security

~Council committee.

A total of eight sectors
are now covered by ‘fast-track’
procedures: electricity, food,
health, education, agriculture,
water and sanitation, housing
and oil industry parts and equip-
ment.

Since the adoption of the
first list of designated items in
March 2000, the office has
processed 2,314 contracts worth
over $4.76 billion under the ‘fast-
track’ system.

Meanwhile, over the past
week, Irag exported 15.6 million
barrels of oil, earning over $360
million, the world body said.

Under the “oil-for-food”
programme, Baghdad is autho-
rised to spend approximately
72 per cent of its oil revenues
on the humanitarian pro-
gramme, while 25 per cent is allo-
cated to the compensation fund
which pays out damages arising
from Irag’s 1990 invasion of
Kuwait.

The remainder is used to cover
administrative costs
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MAY 23. Though the outcome of the
week-long third United Nations conference
on the world's 49 “Least Developed Coun-
tries” {LDCs) may not yet mark ‘‘a real turning
point in the every day life of poor people in the
poorest countries’” — as the U.N. Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan put it — the partici-
pants in the final declaration agreed that they
had “shared responsibility” to eradicate pov-
erty and deprivation of approximately 630 mil-
lion people who live on less than a dollar a
day.

The conference concluded on Sunday but
many observers find it hard to see Mr. Annan'’s
“turning point”. The silver- lining is that the
conference has prompted a host of initiatives
to promote more trade, development aid and
a resolve to provide transparent and efficient
governance.

The U.S. and the E.U. also pressed the poor-
er countries to start a new round of free-trade
talks under the auspices of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) but the poor countries
pleaded for more time.

The conference proceedings were highlight-
ed by more utopian rhetoric about the pros
and cons of development aid and ways and
means to better implementation of aid rather
than on actuals. Among the developed coun-
tries, fewer than half a dozen are giving 0.7 per
cent of their gross domestic product in aid as
agreed. But over the past decade the reality is
that the quantum of aid going to the 1.DCs has
been reduced by $3,500 millions.

The aid pledge has however been fully hon-
oured by smaller Scandinavian countries —
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. According to
the U.N. data, the aid to the mostly sub-Sah-
aran Africa, Asian and Pacific island nations
has dropped by 45 per cent since 1990.

There is talk of offering ‘‘special status’ to
the LDCs in the WTO but how this will help
remains to be seen. In 15 E.U. countries, for
example, already most of the LDC goods enter
the E.U. on duty free and quota free basis. But
the U.S,, Japan and Canada are reluctant to
follow the example on the premise that duty
free import of textiles would hurt their domes-
tic garment industries. Japan is worried about
duty free import of rice from poorer countries.
It is obvious that the developed countries aim
at consolidating their self-interest.”

/
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agrges on shared responsmlllty
PURRS

The Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Mr. Rubens Ricupero, with the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh
Hasina, during the inaugural ceremony of the Third United Nations Conference on

the Least Developed Countries at the European Parliament in Brussels
on Monday. — AP

The developed countries have agreed that
future aid to the LDCs would come with the
condition that the latter embark on a bold pro-
gramme of economic and political reforms to
ensure more transparent and efficient govern-
ance. All concerned agree that corruption and
stark ~bureaucratic inefficiency in poorer
countries have very much hindered their eco-
nomic progress. They have a per capita in-
come of less than $900 a year and scarce
investment in health, nutrition and education.

Though the conference has ended without
headline grabbing pledges of aid or debt can-
cellation, there is growing awareness about
poverty, inefficiency and corruption in the
Third World.

The number of the LDCs has almost dou-
bled from 25 to 49, since the category was first
created by the U.N. in 1971. At the end of the
present conference, hosted here by the E.U. at

the European Parliament, many delegates and

observers wondered if it had passed the litmus
test of “‘whether globalisation can be managed |

to close the increasingly obscene wealth gap

separating rich and poor countries’".
Corruption and bad governance are identi-

fied as the key inhibiting factors for sustained

and healthy economic development of poor

countries. The Asian countries rated as ‘poor-
est” are Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangla-
desh, Myanmar and Cambodia.

In a new 10-year accord which targets global

poverty, trade and aid are identified as tools of |

partnership based on efficient and transpar-
ent governance.

The latest U.N. plan is set out in 60 pages

and identifies commitments for both wealthy
and poor countries to provide more develop-
ment aid, debt relief and give higher priorities
to investment and trade.



Security Council in Ir

United Nations, May 22 \,\P(

THE FIRST cracks between per-
manent members of the UN
Security Council have become
apparent as they began dis-
cussing a US-British draft reso-
lution aimed at easing sanctions
against Iraq, according to diplo-
mats.

The draft was discussed dur-
ing a closed-door meeting of
representatives — the US,
China, France, Britain and Rus-
sia.

The proposal calls for main-
taining strict controls on sales
of products to Iraq that could
have military use while easing
restrictions on consumer goods.

Wi\

The draft will be presented
today to all 15 members of the
Security Council, the diplomats
said.

US and British diplomats
made it clear that they would
prefer to move ahead quickly
with their proposal in order to
approve it by June 3, when the
oil-for-food programme comes
up for renewal.

The programme allows Iraq
to sell limited amounts of oil on
the market and to spend the pro-
ceeds to purchase food and med-
icine.

However, China, Russia and
France said they did not want to
impose a deadline on delibera-
tions, particularly concerning

curbs row

ists tb products allowed for
exportyo Iraq, which are subject
to approval by the UN Sanctions
Committee.

“We have been discussing
with our partners for some time
about how to go forward on
Iraq,” said US charge d’affaires
James Cunningham. “We're
going to continue our discus-
sions and I think we will bein a
position to move this week, 1
hope.”

Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein yesterday said his Govern-
ment would “reject the so-called
smart sanctions, which are even
more stupid than their prede-
cessors”.

AFP



_Yet another

BRUSSELS, MAY 14. Under the auspices of the
United Nations, representatives of 49 Least
Developed Countries (LDCs) have gathered in
Brussels this week at the European Parliament
to discuss ways and means to improve their
trading and economic profile with the world’s
more prosperous regions. The five-day confer-
ence is hosted by the European Union which
has recently agreed to phase out duty and
quota free entry of all products, ‘except weap-
ons’ from the LDCs, but it remains a utopia.
The U.N. International Trade Centre has also
invited several entrepreneurs from poor coun-
tries to talk about their experiences of access-
ing the developed markets.

The 49 countries have a population of 630
millions or a tenth of global population — and
half of them live on an income of less than a
dollar a day. In the last quarter century, the list
of such countries has grown from 25 to 49 and
34 of them are in sub-Saharan Africa region.
The LDCs count for less than half per cent of
the global trade and investment.

The cynical perception is that the Brussels
conference like the two previous such confer-
ences can at best be a mere ‘talking shop’ but
the more pragmatic view is that the debate
could pave way for a meaningful trade and
economic dialogue between the developed
and the developing world.

This is the third U.N. conference on the
LDCs. If results of the previous two such con-
ferences are any criteria, lack of both will and
ability to make any significant impact on the
proceedings can be a major handicap. The
LDCs have sent high- profile delegations while
the developed world has sent junior function-
aries.

meet to ma

By Batuk Gathani \/\O - \Y The representative of th!—:

representative of the U.N.
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), says the
grand but unworkable declarations of the pre-
vious two conferences would be avoided this
week in favour of ‘deliverables’ — comprising
specific projects to improve the economic
profile of the poorest countries.

Amid bitter opposition from American tex-
tile and apparel industry, the U.S. authorities
last year relaxed restrictions on imports from
sub-Saharan African countries. It is argued
that this strategy is not likely to make any sig-
nificant impact. Because of corrupt adminis-
trations and bad governance, the LDCs have
consistently failed to improve their economic
infrastructure to pave way for investment in
capital projects.

At the same time, rich countries have failed
to live up to their earlier commitment to pro-
vide 0.2 per cent of their national income in
aid to the LDCs and 0.7 per cent for all devel-
opment assistance.

A majority of the LDCs are struggling with
unsustainable external debt burdens. To com-
pound the crises, the fast spreading disease of
AIDS in recent years has reduced by 10 years
the average life expectancy in some of the
LDCs.

The more prosperous regions of the world
have in the last two decades dramatically im-
proved their economic profile and level of
prosperity with unprecedented growth in
trade and economic development. The E.U.’s
much heralded initiative to liberalise trade

YHE | DU

correct noises”?

with the LDCs under the banner of “all items
but arms” has been drastically watered down,
because of pressure from agricultural lobby
groups. The E.U. policies are essentially based
on self-interest rather than any trace of ideal-
ism.

The reality is that the developed countries
are mainly motivated to help the poorer coun-
tries to develop greener pastures for their
goods and services there.

If the current mood at the WTO headquar-
ters in Geneva is any criterion, the U.S., Japan
and the E.U. will not “budge an inch” from the
“substantial positions” they took at Seattle.
The E.U. politicians are more worried about
the impact such liberal trade policies may
have on their farmers who are often hardcore
of their traditional votebanks.

Hence, the tendency is to make ‘“‘correct
noises” on trade liberalisation front and also
to ensure that the real impact is minimal. The
E.U. officials have argued that all developed
countries provide special concessions to ex-
ports from the LDCs but nothing substantive
has so far materialised.

The LDCs have not received the benefits of
globalisation which have made a significant
impact in other parts of the world. The truth is
that their share of the global trade declined
from 0.48 per cent to 0.4 per cent in 1999. Mr.
Mike Moore, Director-General of the WTO
writes: ‘'The problems facing Least Developed
Countries are deep-rooted and trade alone
will not lift them from poverty. Sound macro-
economic policies, solid infrastructure, debt
relief and good governance are essential” and
states that at the Brussels conference, new ini-

tiatives may be identified. / -
/



~USA freezes

~AUN dues
4 ' 7”" \ ")/ (
UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, May 11. -
The US House of Represgnta-
tives has voted to freeze the fi-
nal instalment of the back
dues, amounting to $ 224 mil-
lion, to the United ‘Nations
next year for ousting the coun-
try from the UN Human
Rights Commission.

By a vote of 252-165, the
House had approved an
amendment to withhold the
third and final payment of the
UN back dues. '

However, the House had ap-
proved $ 582 million of back
dues after President Mr
George W Bush appealed to
the Congress not to hold back
the UN payment. The blocking
is timed for the next election
of the commission,scheduled
- next year.
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USA voted off

UN d

AN ~
(q\ ~\ last weeky—though the results
“\\ were not announced at that time.
UNHQ, May 8. - In yet another * \It was removed from the Uni-
defeat in an election to a United tgd Nations Human Rights
Nations-affiliated panel, the mmission on April 3 after re-
United States has lost its seat ceiving the least number of
in the International Narcotics votes among four contestants.
Control Board to which India The Vienna-based Narcotics
and five other countries were Board, which monitors compli-
elected. ance with the UN treaties on
US candidate Herbert Okun, drug trafficking, has 13 mem-
standing for a third consecutive bers, seven of whom were up for
five-year term, lost in the first renewal. Five of the seven seats
round of voting in the UN Eco- were filled by government nom-
nomic and Social i inees and the other two from a
list of candidates drawn up by
the World Health Organisation.
The US State Department de-
scribed the development as “re-

AGENCIES

ay.
place the same
as ousted from the

THE STATESNAN

§ wh

grettable,” but declined to spec-
ulate the reasons for the double
debacle.

India, Brazil, France, Peru,
the Netherlands and Austria
were elected to the board. For
India, Madan Mohan Bhatna-
gar contested successfully to
the board, where elections are
fought by individuals selected
by the governments and not the
member-states.

Analysts believe that failure of
the United States to pay its dues
in time, its stand on Kyoto Pro;
tocol and its decision to go ahpad
with missile-based defen
tem might have workedragainst
its candidature.
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g moves to
preserve Wi \\
sacred sites
after Bamiya

Tokyo, April 18

IN THE WAKE of the Taliban’s
destruction of two ancient
btiddha statues. the secretary
general of the UN world
peace summit and a Talwanese
spiritual leader announced
today a new body to protect
sacred sites.

United Nation's millennium
world peace summit secretary-
weneral Bawa Jain and Hsin Tao,
founder of the museum of world
religions, announced in a state-
ment issued in Tokyo plans to
organise a commission for the
preservation of the world’s
sacred sites.

The commission is aimed at
“forging the first partnership
between religious, cultural
institutions and international
organisations to confront the
worldwide tragedy of the loss of
religious sites during the past
vear,” itsaid.

“The commission would bring
together more than one hundred
religious, cultural and political
leaders from around the world to
come up to look at the political,
cultural, national and religious
complexities of preserving
sacred sites.”

Unesco and the world monu-
ment fund are expected to be
among the major institutions
taking part.

“During the last few years,
several sacred treasures of
antiquity have been desecrated
including the two monumental
Buddha statues in Bamiyan.
Afghanistan, Rachel’s tomb
in Bethlehem, Israel, as well
as mosques and other places
of worship in the Balkans
including the Xhamia e
Qarshise in Peja™ the statement
said.

The taliban militia last month
dynamited two historic Buddha
statues in central Bamiyan
province despite international
protests,
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HE RISE and decline of the Unit-
ed Nations as the world's premier
institution, especially so in the
early 1990s, have already defined
a truly dramatic cameo during the ongo-
ing phase of post-Cold War uncertainties
in global politics. It is no less significant
that the fluctuating fortunes of the U.N.
can indeed be traced to the changing atti-
tudes of its principal member and prime
architect, the United States. A poser now
is whether the required reformation of
the U.N. will be catalysed in a proactive
manner or merely tolerated by the U.S.
under the younger Mr. George Bush's ad-
ministration. Relevant to a difficult an-
swer to this puzzle is the manner in which
the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, has sought to uphold the mystique
of the organisation. During « recent tour
of South Asia, Mr. Annan would not call
for specific reforms even while carrying
out a reality check attuned 1o the emerg-
ing ethos of the 21st century.

The U.N. had in fact acquitted itself
well at one critical stage in the early 1990s
during the ongoing period of globalising
politics. The organisation, in particular
the Security Council, voiced the call of the
collective international conscience in a
highly complicated political ambience.
The context of the call was determined by
the many different events that shaped the
origin as also the outcome of the 1991
Gulf War. A later-day perception, entirely
non-American in scope, about the same
context remains equally telling today. It is
now widely recognised that the U.S. was
just being clever as it orchestrated the
broad security concerns of the interna-
tional community during the carly 1990s.
Not surprisingly, a realistic evaluation to-
day will reveal a contrasting picture of the
U.N. The forum can be seen to be bereft
once again of either genuine traces or
even artificial signs of transnational uni-
ty.

The U.N.’s present outlook does not
presage any serious likelihood of its disin-
tegration like a collapsing star of idealism.
Nor do the major powers really want the
U.N. to turn into a terrestrial parody of
the cosmic ‘black hole’: an infinitely less
awesome ‘virtual reality’ of a dense ‘dead-

!
A
weight’ dotting the fnternational political
arena. If the U.N.'today evokes negative
images of outer space, the reason has
much to do with the organisation's che-
quered evolution since its formation as as
a votary of peace over a half-century ago.
In the violence-soaked milieu of World
War 1, peace was an almost ethereal aspi-
ration.

The U.N.’s '‘peace-and-security agenda’
has always been dictated by its five per-
manent members (P-5 or Big Five). Obvi-
ously, the shape of this agenda at any

A poser now is whether the required reform of the

By P. S. Suryanarayana

right of veto now enjoyed by the P-5 over
international security issues, the ultimate
weapon and symbol of power politics.
Separately, Japan and Germany, for rea-
sons of their phenomenal economic suc-
cess that can spell a revival of their
political power, aspire for a similar status.
Not really relevant is the status of a cur-
rent economic slowdown, if any, in the
countries concerned.

Mr. Annan’s latest thoughts on this
subject barely conceal the reluctance of
the P-5 to be either politically chivalrous

United Nations will be catalysed in a proactive
manner or merely tolerated by the U.S.

given time is determined by the political
equations among the P-5 members. For
nearly the first quarter-century of the
U.N.'s existence, a grotesque anomaly
marred the P-5's credentials. China’s seat
was occupied during this period by the
nationalists, although they were over-
thrown by the communist patrons of the
People’s Republic in 1949. The U.S. did
not accept an ideological People’s Repub-
lic of China as a P-5 member until their
differing strategic compulsions in the
early 1970s required mutual accommoda-
tiveness. No such problems troubled the
U.S. when the Soviet Union, for long a
bastion of anti-U.S. sentiments, disinte-
grated in the early 1990s. The fall of the
Soviet Union, facilitated by a leader who
was reaching out to the U.S. in the face of
its knee-jerk suspicions, suited Washing-
ton’s long-term interests. Post-Soviet
Russia, therefore, faced no problem in in-
heriting a P-5 seat. For Washington, this
diplomatic  denouement  contrasted
sharply with the defeat of the U.S.-friend-
ly Chinese nationalists at the hands of
communists in 1949.

The simple oddities of the P-5 member-
ship will serve as an important reckoner
for any U.N. reforms. It is common
knowledge today that India, the largest
democracy and a strategic player-aspi-
rant on the global scene, wants to be a
permanent member with ‘teeth’ — the
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or simply forward-looking. He said in
New Delhi on March 16 that he would
“agree” with “many nations’ that the Sc-
curity Council “must be reformed and
brought in line with today's realities”. Its
current ‘‘structure is a bit anachronistic”,
he emphasised, and his statement can be
seen to be a bit courteous to the slow
thought process of the P-5 on this issue.
Without any reference to Mr. Annan's
comment, the P-5's collective inertia,
which is germane to a dispensation based
on the concentration of powers, can be
blamed. Moreover, the oligarchical tend-
encies of the collective forum, itself an
elitist internal club of the U.N. system, are
often reinforced by the rivalries within
the P-5. So, it requires no incisive think-
ing to advocate a P-5 reform that should
match the proliferation of important
state-players in different parts of the
world.

The interplay of two contradictory real-
ities will finally determine the new con-
tours of the P-5 and therefore the political
future of the U.N. itself. First, the P-5's
original mooring — the winner-van-
quished matrix of the World War 11 con-
text — has not made any sense at all since
the end of the subsequent Cold War. De-
spite the togetherness of the P-5 mem-
bers, the Big Five has not emerged as
either a ‘‘pluralist security community”
or a “security regime”. These two con-

The U.N.’s future political role

cepts have been generally applied by stra-
tegic analysts such as Barry Buzan in
respect  of “patterned interactions”
among states in specific empirical set-
tings other than the U.N. By definition, a
“security regime’ consists of states which
seek to moderate the threats they might
pose to each other. A “security communi-
ty” is an arrangement of states which do
not expect or prepare themselves to use
force in their interactions with each oth-
er. The second critical reality for the P-5's
future is that the largely U.S.- centric or-
der of today's global politics makes a
mockery of the original principle of pow-
er-sharing by the Big Five at the U.N.

Closely linked to the power of the P-5 is
the extent to which the Security Council
resolutions can be enforced. About the
controversial resolutions on Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr. Annan said during his re-
cent visit to South Asia that “there are
Security Council resolutions which are
important but they are not sclf-enfore-
ing”". In his view, India and Pakistan must
“negotiate”. The two, he said, should
“come together through dialogue to im-
plement whatever agreements are taken,
which the Security Council resolutions
could bear up”. This formulation leaves
the Kashmir-related Security Council res-
olutions as reference material even if they
be not enforceable. For India, which does
not like to be disrespectful of the UN,
the poser is whether non-enforceable res-
olutions cannot be removed from the or-
ganisation's ‘peace-and-security agenda’.
An erased resolution regarding aggres-
sion against Korea may be assessed as a
precedent.The U.N.'s role with reference
to non-security matters is also circum-
scribed by the collective will of key mem-
ber-states. This can be discerned in
regard to a number of human rights is-
sues and the recent failure of the U.N. to
prevent the Taliban from obliterating Af-
ghanistan's pre-Islam heritage. On a dif-
ferent plane, the traditional peace-
keeping and peace-enforcement tasks
will require the U.N. to tone up its mecha-
nisms and coordinate with the various re-
gional organisations and evaluate their
security initiatives such as those being
envisoned, for example, in Europe now.




Russia, China th oat U.S. play on 1 defence shield =~

UNITED NATIONS: The Bush admmls ra-
tion’s intention to build a missile defence shield
against possible attacks was sharply criticised
Tuesday by Russia, China and North Korea.
The three countries said in separate speeches
to the UN Disarmament Commission that a
US. missile defence system would threaten
international security, trigger a new arms race,
and undermine the 1972 anti-ballistic missile
¢;veaty, which bans such systems.
. US. officials did not speak at Tuesday’s meet-

ing. In the harshest crmclsm N rt Korea’s UN
Ambassador Li Hyong Chol acqusdd the U.S. of
“unjustifiably” branding the cduntry “a rogue
state” and making claims about\“the nonexist-
ent ‘missile threat’ from us” in order to justify
building the missile system. '

At a meeting last month with South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung in Washington,
President George W. Bush said he was skeptical
about North Korea and would not immediately
resume talksiest ® 9% S €y sommunist coun-
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try to curb its missile program. Li said the Bush
administration’s decision to establish a missile
defense system makes “crystal clear” why it is
evading the resolution of the missile issue with
Pyongyang He warned that as long as the U.S.
“continues picking on us” North Korea would
have no choice but to take “counter measures.”
“Even if this entails an arms race between
North Korea and the U.S. and all other agree-
ments are scrapped, we wWittle to lose.”

he warned. ap)
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KOFI ANNAN'’S reselection as the UN
Secretary-General was @ foregone conclusion
given the whole-hearted\endorsement of his
candidature by the Unifed States. Such is
America’s geo-political influence now that no
other name was even proposed. Mr Annan’s
predecessor, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, widely
- viewed as a representative of the third world,
enjoyed no such luck. Washington did not
look upon his first-term performance with
favour and energetically opposed his re-elec-
tion, therehy paving the way for Mr Annan, a
long-serving UN bureaucrat, to take over.

Usually international public figures of
esteem enjoying the backing of major region-
al groupings are considered for the top UN
job. During the Cold War, it was not difficult
for statesmen of the third world to get in, so
long as they enjoyed the support of at least
one of the two principal blocs. Much to the
annoyance of the American side, this usually
meant the help of the Soviets since the politi-
cal and economic vision of the post-colonial
sogieties was then in the process of being
shaped. This is not to say that the Soviet
Union was always supportive of the UN
structure. During the term of the eminent
Swede, Dag Hammarskjold, Moscow consid-
ered some of his actions as pro-colonialist

1\Amer1cas man in UN

and wanted him to be replaced by a triumvi-
rate comprising a member each from the two
contending blocs and one from the neutral
countries.

Nevertheless, an abiding feature of those
days was an obstructionist Western approach
to the UN led by the US, which virtually with-
drew jts financial support to the UN. It has
only just re-commenced some of its mandato- .
ry funding. ‘Tyranny of the majority’ — a
complaint of Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the
US representative in the UN — sumimed up
the American point of view. No wonder,
Washington did its best those days to prevent
the emergence or continuance of UN leader:s
it did not like. If Mr Boutros-Ghali wa's
crudely opposed, many believed that the US
had something to do with the aircrash which
took Hammarskjold’s life. Although the
Soviet Union was suspicious of him,
the Western alliance, too, saw Hammarskjold
as too much of a peacenik who desired
the ‘presence’ of the world body in all crisis
spots. In the changed circumstances after
the Cold War, the US all but seems to run
the UN system, virtually commanding its
‘presence’ in hot spots — Ir
Balkans are but two examples /£ i
ance of its foreign policy.
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APak asks UN
teamto s
registration
of Afghans

United Nations, April 5: The
Pakistan government has asked
the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees to stop regis-
tering Afghan refugees pouring
into its territory and cited lack of
resources as reason for its inablity
to support the additional influx.

“While Pakistan has no intention
to push back those who have
already entered the country, it is
not in a position to accommodate
an additional influx because of
lack of resources,” Paksitan’s
ambassador to the UN Mr
Shamshad Ahmad said on, Thurs-

day. wf%

“It is theéVr sibility of\ those
who have i sed sanctions on
Taliban to prowde resources to

Pakistan to \ look after the
refugees,” he ‘said blaming the
recent influx on the embargo
rather than drought and bloody
war in Afghanistan. »

He also accused the UN of failing
to fulfill the -agreement reached
between Pakistan’s military ruler
Pervez Musharraf and Secretary-
General Kofi Annan during his
visit to Islamabad. “It is our view
that withoat provision of relief
inside Afghanistan, such registra-
tion will only induce Afghans to
move into Pakistan,” he said,
adding “this is unacceptable.”

He also lashed out g
officials for criticisifig Pakistan
for not providing adequate relief
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AUS vetoes UN r\eé\o/lutio% on

W

force for West Bank, Gaza

REUTERS Q y C\
UNITEDNATIONS, MARCH28 Y Y\ A ()
' i
HE United States used its veto power to kill a
UN Security Council resolution that would
have backed the creation of an international
observer force to help protect civilians in the West
Bank and Gaza. “The United States opposed this res-
olution because it is unbalanced and unworkable and
hence unwise.” Chief American representative James
Cunningham said. “It is more responsive to political
theatre than political reality.”
The vote, shortly before midnight on Tuesday in

the 15-nation body, was 9 to 1 with 4 abstentions, -

Ukraine did not vote.

In favour were Bangladesh, Colombia, Jamaica,
Mali, Mauritius, Singapore, Tonisia, Russia and
China. Abstaining were Europeans Britain, France,
Ireland and Norway. At issue is a repeat appeal by
Palestinians for the Security Council to state its will-
ingness to send unarmed UN observers to the West
Bank and Gaza, even if Israel refuses to allow them
into the territories. The United States, Israel’s ally, has
been in marathon negotiations for five days on a Ep-

(L ropean compromise text that would not commit the

council to anysspecific action without the agreement
of Israel and the Palestinians.

More than 400 people, almost all of them Pales-

tinians, have been killed in six months of violence be-
tween Palestinians and Israeli soldiers.
' Palestinians and their supporters said they called
for a vote before an Arab summit ended in Amman,
Jordan, on Wednesday after the United States-had
wanted another delay. Bangladesh’s ambassador, An-
warul Chowdhury, said the seven sponsors of the reso-
lution had to press for a vote because timing was “ab-
solutely essential.” ‘

Cunningham cast the first veto for the United
States since March 1997, when Washington twice ve-
toed a resolution demanding Israel halt work on Jewish
housing projects on grounds the issue should not be
brought to the United Nations.

But in this case, the Bush Administration had ne-
gotiated intensively in trying to reach agreement with
the Palestinians. US Delegates had agreed to criticise
Israel on several points, including settlements, the clo-
sure of its crossings and the withholding of taxes from

the Palestinian Authority.
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UN

Little chance
of agreement
by deadline

United Nations, March 26: The
Security Council completed a
weekend of negotiations on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict with
what one member said was a less
than 30-50 chance of reaching
agreement by its deadline of late
on Monday. ‘“There are very
strong views that do not coincide
on the most important aspects of
the text,” Britain's ambassador to
the United Nations Jeremy Green-
stock told reporters as the council
adjourned on Sunday evening.

One of the four western Euro-
pean co-sponsors of a draft resolu-
tion, Mr Greenstock said: “There
is a chance of a text that all 15
members of the council can sub-
scribe to, but it is a minority
chance”” The council was to
reconvene late on Monday “to
decide one way or another during
the day,” he said.

If a joint council position were
possible, members wanted to be
able to state it to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan before the
start of the Arab summit in Jordan
on Tuesday, Mr Greenstock said.

Mr Annanleft New York for the
Jordanian capital, Amman on Sat-
urday to ajggnd the summit.

The role Mr Annan might play in
bringing the Israelis and the Pales-
tinians back to the negotiating
table after six months of clashes.

Diplomats said the US represen-
tatives on the council conceded
that the US government uhder
President George W. Bush was not
as engaged in the Israeli-Palestin-
jan issue as the Clinton adminis-
tration had been. (AFP)

FUNERAL CLASHES: An Israeli soldier brandishes his

West Asia talks end in failure

weapon, equipped to fire teargas canisters, in the

face of a Palestinian man during clashes that erupted following the funeral of a 21-year-old boy near

Hebron on Saturday. (Reuters)

Googoosh sings

By ALEXANDRA PIRONTI

Dubai March 26: The Islamic Revolution was not
able to destroy the popularity of Googoosh, the queen
of [ranian song, who has given her first public perfor-
mance in the West Asia in more than two decades.

“I hope one day I will be able to sing for all of you in
[ran,” Googoosh said in Dubai. just a few miles from
her homeland, amid rapturous applause from an audi-
ence of more than 20,000. Last year lran gave Goo-
goosh permission to leave the country and many of
her fans were in Dubai on Saturday night to hear her
singing in her first concert in West Asia since the
1970s. After a brief imprisonment in 1979 and the
confiscation of her passport for two decades to stop
her from travelling abroad, the ayatollahs of Iran have

in in Dubai
refused to forgive her for performing in pubtic.

The 1979 Islamic revolution banned women from
performing in front of a male public. Appearing on the
stage without wearing the traditional robe that covers
Moslem women from head to toe, as Googoosh does
during her concerts, further enrages the religious
establishment of the country. ,

“Googoosh Dooset Darim!(Googoosh we love
you),” the crowd shouted again and again during the
concert. *“T have a million sisters and daughters and a
million brothers and sons. 1 love youall,” the 50-year-
old diva, dressed in-an elegant light grey dress told the
crowd. Her thin figure and her face still have their
beauty and the singet still possesses the magic jhat she
had in the 60s- and 70s when- she was r the
epitome of beauty and style. (DPA)
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-~ Annan to seek
v a second termq,m

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 23. Mr. Kofi
Annan has announced formally
that he would be seeking a second
five-year term as the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

“There is a great deal still to be
done to make the United Nations
— this indispensable organisation
-—— into an effective instrument
humanity needs in this new cen-
tury to fulfill the hopes for peace,
development and human rights,”
Mr. Annan remarked. “If asked, I
am ready to serve.”

A citizen of Ghana, Mr. Annan's
first term ends on December 31.
He must first get the backing of
the 15-member Security Council
before the nomination goes to the
189-member General Assembly. A
final decision is expected in Sep-
tember or shortly thereafter. The
U.S. which opposed a second
term for Mr. Annan’s predecessor,
Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali, ap-
peared to back Mr. Annan for the
second term.

“We think he has done an ex-
cellent job. He has been a very,
very effective Secretary-General.
And in due course we will an-
nounce our specific position with
respect to supporting him or vot-
ing for him,” the Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, re-
mmarked. Mr. Annan is due in
Washington today and will be
having his first meeting with the
President, Mr. George Bush.

Mr. Annan is seen positively in
the U.S., especially in Congress
where many have disdain, if not
downright contempt, for the
world body and the way it was go-
ing about managing itself. Mr. An-

nan is credited with having made
solid gains in turning around an
organisation that was accused of
being unwieldy and wasteful.

“Within the United States, U.N.
Secretary-General Annan is wide-
ly held in high regard both per-

sonally and for his strong
advocacy of reform in the U.N.

system,” the State Department
spokesman, Mr. Philip Reeker,
said.

A career diplomat of the UN.
system, Mr. Annan has the solid
backing of at least 53 African na-
tions; and although most of the
Permanent Members in the Secu-
rity Council have not said so
openly, the backing is there. The
U.S. apart, Russia, France and Bri-
tain appear to back to Mr. Annan.

And it is widely believed that
China is “waiting” to see if any
Asian nation enters the fray, be-
fore it formally throws its weight ,
behind Mr. Annan. There are
some who believe that it is Asia’s ;
turn, aithough no country has
come forward. The Europeap”
Union has warmly welcomyﬂ/:/
Annan’s announcement.
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—Kofi Annan attacks

v@*a

By Our\Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI\ MARCH 16.  The Unit-
ed Nationy Secretary-General, Mr.
Kofi Annan, has sharply attacked
the ‘hypocrisy' of developed coun-
tries which deny market access to
the Third World in the guise of
globalisation and trade liberalisa-
tion. Simultaneously he hoped
that developing countries would
get into negotiations for the next
trade round “‘well prepared to pro-
tect their own interests” so that it
was truly a developmental round.
Addressing a meeting of leading
corporates organised by the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry last night, he
said “preaching the virtues of
open markets to developing coun-
tries is mere hypocrisy if they do
not open their own markets to
those countries’ products.” The
industrialised world, he said had
an indispensable role to play in
providing technology, debt relief
and official development assist-
ance as well as help in fighting dis-
ease and rebuilding after
destructive conflicts. In this con-
text, he also looked forward to an
early launch of the new trade
round of negotiations under the
auspices of the World Trade Orga-
nisation (WTO).

Mr. Annan who was speaking on
“Globalisation and Develop-
ment,” pointed out that the earlier
trade round had not yielded the
kind of benefits earlier envisaged.
The aim of globalisation had not
led to markets becoming genuine-
ly free. Most people aspired to a
different kind of globalisation with
a greater emphasis on equity and
pro-poor growth, he noted refer-
ring to the protests at the last WTO

IFHEEZHH[RJ

;v North hypocrisy

conference at Seattle. The UN Sec-
retary-General observed that the
benefits of globalisation were ob-
vious like faster growth, higher liv-
ing standards, more employment
and new opportunities. Yet a back-
lash had begun because these ben-
efits were very unequally
distributed and because the global
system of rules seemed to be
tougher in protecting intellectual
property rights than in protecting
human rights.

He argued it was also because
market forces by themselves were
not sufficient to address a range of
social objectives. “For far too
many people in the world today,
greater openness looms as a
threat,” he said.

In the case of developing
countries, he felt this included im-
proving governance, public ad-
ministration, transparency and
accountability and creating the le-
gal and institutional environment
that will attract domestic and for-
eign investment.

Such efforts would help them
get integrated into the glabal
economy.

He advised the captains of in-
dustry at the meeting that the con-
cept and practice of corporate
social responsibility would also
have to go global like markets.
“Doing the right thing, at the end
of the day, is actually good for
business,” he said. Indeed, he
maintained the fragility of global-
isation posed a direct challenge to
the self-interest of the corporate
sector. A central part of the solu-
tion was the need for companies to
accept the obligations along with

the opportunities of global citizen-
ship, he commented. /ﬁ
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" Resume talks, Kofi Annan

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 16, The United Nations Sec-
retary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, today urged
India and Pakistan to renew their stalled dia-
logue immediately and, once again, shut out a
U.N. option to resolve the Kashmir dispute.

Addressing the media after talks with the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
Mr. Annan said the U.N. resolutions on Kash-
mir were not “self-enforcing.” The only way
forward, he said, was a direct dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan. Mr. Annan later in
the evening called on the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Responding to Mr. Annan’s remarks about
immediate resumptions of talks, Mr. Singh,
who was also present, said “‘we appreciate the
very wise counsel of the U.N. Secretary Gener-
al.” As initiators of the dialogue, India remains
committed to talks, he said, but added that the
“the timing and venue, etc. have to be decided
by the dialoguers themselves.” Mr. Singh reit-
erated that the resumption of dialogue was
possible only after a conducive atmosphere
had been created.

Hurriyat rebuffed

Significantly, Mr. Annan today declined to
meet the Hurriyat Conference representative,
Mr. Abdul 9brani Lone. Confirming that this

request had been turned down, a Hurriyat
representative said ‘‘the U.N. office had said
the Secretary-General was having a tight
schedule and could not accommodate their
request.”

By declining to meet the Hurriyat confer-
ence, Mr. Annan is trying to convey two mess-
ages, analysts here said. First, a U.N. option to
resolve the Kashmir issue does not exist. It was
now up to the parties themselves to find a
solution. Second, Mr. Annanwas keen on
avoiding the controversy on whether or not,
the Hurriyat Conference represented Kashmi-
ris. In fact, today’s decision only reinforced
Mr. Annan’s point which he made in Islama-
bad that the Lahore Declaration was the basis
for forward movement on the Indo-Pak. track.
Unhappy with Mr. Annan’s observations, ap-
parently in favour of bilateralism, the Hurriyat
Conference, in a meeting earlier this week in
Srinagar, had decided to send Mr. Lone for a
possible meeting with the Secretary General.

India has decided to earmark a standby bri-
gade of around 3,000 troops for U.N. peace-
keeping tasks. This was stated by Mr. Jaswant
Singh during his parleys with Mr. Annan.

Both leaders also discussed the develop-
ments in Afghanistan. Mr. Singh reinforced
the need for a strict enforcement of the U.N.
sanctions regime in that country. They also
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«* . "tells India, Pakistan ~°

deplored the destruction of the Bamiyan
Buddha statues. Cond¢mning terrorism, Mr.
Singh expressed concérn over the prolifera-
tion of small arms which had escalated vio-
lence by non-State actors. A conference on
small arms proliferation was expected to take
place in New York in July.

Referring to the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), Mr. Singh said India would not
stand in the way of enforcing this regime.
“Our commitment to a voluntary moratorium
on any further nuclear explosive underground
testing remains,” he said.

Security Council

During the talks, Mr. Annan described India as
a ‘“potential permanent member of an en-
larged Security Council.”” Reiterating India’s
stand in favour of its inclusion in an expanded
Council, Mr. Singh said the U.N. reforms
should be implemented soon. According to
Mr. Singh, over 150 countries had advocated
the expansion of the Security Council and
among these, a large number of countries had
supported India’s candidature.

Mr. Annan, during the day, met a parlia-
mentary delegation led by the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi. He also held a
meeting with the Leader of the Opposition,
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi and called on the Presi-
dent, Mr. K.R. Narayanar}j



New Delhi, Mar\h 16: Kofi'An-
nan today made if clear that the
UN resolutions on Kashmir were
“important but not self-enforcing”
and the only way to resolve the
dispute was through a dialogue
between India and Pakistan.

A few days ago the UN secreta-\\
ry-general had hinted that the res-
olutions — which among other th-

ings talk about holding a plebis-
cite in the strife-torn state — could
not be implemented without both
Delhi and Islamabad’s consent.

“The only way out is through
dialogue,” Annan said after meeti-
ng foreign minister Jaswant Sin-
gh, first in a one-to-one session fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks. As
he had stressed in Islamabad, he
again underlined the need for
settling differences through nego-
tiation in the spirit of the Lahore
Declaration.

Annan, who also called on
President K.R. Narayanan and
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, said he felt “encouraged”
by the discussion he had with the
Indian and Pakistani leadership.
He will leave for Hyderabad to-
morrow before concluding his
India visit on Sunday.

If Annan was trying to play the
role of an honest broker, he was
partially successful. Jaswant told
him that though Delhi was com-
mitted to the resumption of dia-
logue, the onus was on Pakistan to
create the right atmosphere.

“We appreciate the very wise
counsel of the UN secretary-gener-

al, but the timing and venue, etc., .
have to be decided by the dia-

loguers themselves,” Jaswant
said. “India continues to hold that
for the dialogue to be successful, a
conducive atmosphere must be
prepared first.”

Annan said that Pervez Mush-
arraf had assured him that Islam-
abad was going ahead with its de-
mocratisation programme and th-
atthe administration would be ha-
nded over to a civilian governm-
ent by October 2002. He said the
election process in Pakistan had
already begun and the UN would
be writing to Islamabad on how it
could assist the junta.

The UN secretary-general’s
discussions with Jaswant covered
a range of iSsues, including the
proposed restructuring of the Se-
curity Council where India wants
to be a permanent member, terror-
ism, non-proliferation, disarma-
ment and the Taliban destruction
of the Bamiyan Buddhas.

Singh announced India’s deci-
sion to provide a brigade — 2,500
to 3,000 soldiers — as stand-by for
UN peacekeeping efforts. Delhi
has so far contributed 50,000
troops in 35 missionsAn different
parts of the world. :
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FOR KOFI Annan, a bukeaucratic explana-
tion might have sufficed Yo underline why
the UN could not intervéne in Kashmir.
According to him, only those resolutions
adopted under chapter 7 were “self-enfore-
ing” ones, as on Kast Timore and Iraqg. But
here is more to such documents than what
he said. So far as Kashmir is concerned, the
fact is that the conditions specified in the
1948 resolution are no longer prevalent.
According to it, Pakistan was to withdraw its
troops before a plebiscite was held. But since
Pakistan did not follow this directive in what
has come to be known as Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) on the grounds that its forces
weren’t there at all (Just as it pretends that
its jehadis are not in Kashmir), the resolu-
tion became meaningless.

But that is not the only reason why it is no
longer of any use. The other, perhaps even
more important, reason is that the identity
of the original complainant — Pakistan —
underwent a change in 1972 when it broke
into two. As a result, the basis of the theory
on which the subcontinent was partitioned
became irrelevant. Even if, for argument’s
sake, it is stated that the will of the people of

7 WY e Kofi's officialese

Kashmir still needs to be ascertained, then
the answer is that this has already been done
through elections in the state along with the
rest of India -— an opportunity frequently
denied to Pakistanis, as at present. If there
was a desire among Kashmiris to break
away, they could have done so either by boy-
cotting the elections or voting with their
feet. It isn’t only that these courses were not
followed, Kashmir remained a haven of
peace (and a favourite location for Bollywood
romances) till the late Eighties when
Pakistan launched its proxy war.

It is clear that the entire context in which
the issue first cropped up has undergone a
dramatic change. Unfortunately, this trans-
formation relates to the UN also. When the
matter was first taken to the world body.
it had a moral authority which has suffered
a grave erosion over the years. Today. it is
seen as a handmaiden of the US. which can
continue its bombing raids on Iraq even
without the sanction of a ‘self-enforcing’ res-
olution. Instead of indulging in officialese,.
therefore, it is better to acknowledge the

ground realities. Indeed, Ahis is what
Mr Annan has done.
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aid for Afghan: /
refugees in Pak

Shamshatoo March 12 \/X

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL Kofi
Annan has promised aid to the
200,000 Afghan refugees in
Northwest Pakistan on Monday.
He flew over a squalid field
jammed with 80,000 other
refugees without landing
because of security fears.

Annan visited the refugee
camps today to see the plight of
tens of thousands of Afghans,
many of whom live in squalor,
with plastic bags as their only
shelter from the harsh winter
weather. The wretched condi-
tions of the Afghani refugees in
Pakistan will be his priority,
Annan said.

The UN Secretary-General dis-
cussed with Pakistani authori-
ties their ban on admitting more
refugees fleeing war and famine
in Afghanistan or allowing a new
refugee camp inside Pakistan,
but neither side reported any
progress on the dispute.

Annan arrived in a convoy of
three military helicopters but
after he began moving through
the dusty camp in a motorcade,
stones were thrown at vehicles
behind him.

Pakistani police intervened to
halt the protest by several hun-
dred Afghans.

He stopped first at the

Shamshatoo }p, where about
70,000 refugeesq have been settled
by the United Nations since early
January.

As Annan \and his aides
arrived at the cainp, thousands of
refugees on the hillsides watched
his entourage pass by. “What I
want to tell you is that we are
going to do our best — and we are
doing our best — to get as much
assistance to you as possible,
both here in Pakistan and in
Afghanistan, for those who are in
need and are displaced,” Annan
told a gathering of refugees in
Shamshatu camp. .

“I heard the message your
elders gave us and [ want to let
you know that you are not with-
out friends,” he said. “I know it is
not easy to find yourselves
uprooted, your lives disturbed,
and into a foreign country with-
out knowing what happens
tomorrow.”

He visited a religious school at
the camp where about 20 young
girls study the Koran.

Children and elderly people
die every day of disease in
Jalozai camp, the worst of the
refugee outposts, where an esti-
mated 80,000 people are packed
into a dust-choked patch of land
with open sewers and no drink-
ing water.

AP & Reutets

(W2 KINBUSTAN TDE.

\ 3 MAR 200



Abide by Lahore accord,

\

W
N
By B. MuXalidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARKGH 11. The United
Nations Secretaly-General, Mr,
Kofi Annan, has chunselled India
and Pakistan to resume dialogue
in the light of the ‘Lahore Declara-
tion’ for a resolution of all their dif-
ferences, as the U.N. resolutions
on the Kashmir dispute cannot be
enforced in the absence of cooper-
ation from them.

Speaking on arrival at the Chak-

lala military airbase near here last
night, Mr. Annan said a "return”
to the spirit of the Lahore Declara-
tion would require “restraint, wis-
dom and constructive steps from
both sides”.

His reference to the spirit of the
Lahore Declaration would not
have gone down well with his
hosts, as the military government
feels the document was signed by
the Nawaz Sharif Government
without “adequate preparation’.

The United Nations”Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan (left), J§ led
by Pakistan’s Poreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, for formal talks

in Islamabad on Sunday. — AP

e L

Mr. Annan would have preferred
to avoid any reference on his own
to the U.N. resolution on the Kash-
mir conflict. This was further evi-
dent, when in response to a
question, he said there could be no
comparison between the U.N. res-
olutions on East Timor and Irag
and those on Kashmir.

“When it comes to implementa-
tion of resolutions, I think we have
to be clear here. The U.N. has two
types of resolutions — enforce-
ment resolutions under Chapter
VI1 and other resolutions which re-
quire cooperation of both parties
to get implemented. East Timor is
a Chapter VIl resolution. One often
refers to Iraq. Iraq is a Chapter VII
resolution. The resolution you are
referring to here does not come
under Chapter VII in the same
sense. These resolutions are not
self-enforcing,” he said to a query
whether the UN. would be inter-
ested in enforcing its resolutions
on Kashmir as it did in East Timor.

The Secretary-General said the
resolutions on Kashmir were on
record and the U.N. had observers
in the region. He specifically re-
ferred to the U.N. Military Observ-
ers Group on India and Pakistan,
and said the Chief Military Observ-
er was in the region.

Mr. Annan said he expected Pa-
kistan to raise the issue of Kashmir
and he would like to encourage
progress in the relations between
Pakistan and India.

On the human rights violations

TNE HINDU

12 MAR 201

-Annan tells India, Pak.

Taliban adamant
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 11. The
United Nations Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan's
meeting with the Afghanistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Waki}
Ahmed Mutawakkil, here
proved a disaster making him
walk away feeling discouraged
on being informed that the
Taliban had already destroyed
all movable statues and
caused immense damage to
the two giant Buddha statues. |
Mr. Mutawakkil had ‘
categorically rejected Mr.
Annan’s appeal to reverse the
edict on destruction of the
pre-Islamic artefacts.

Earlier report on page 13

in Kashmir and the role of the
U.N., Mr. Annan said the Human
Rights Commission had been very
active in the area. It had rappor-
teurs who monitored situations
around the world and reported o0
the Commission in Geneva.

The U.N. had some “concrete
ideas” on humanitarian assistance
to the people of Afghanistan.
Osama bin Laden, Saudi gk
billionaire, he made it
had not come with-dty “magic for-

mulas.” /
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 11. - The
All Party Hurriyat Conference

reacted in a guarded manner |
today on the UN Secretary |
General, Mr Kofi Annan’s re- |

ported remarks on the Kash-
mir issue made in Islamabad.
Mr Annan has reportedly
.ruled out the implementation
of the UN resolutions on Kash-
mir or a separate UN human
rights commission for Kashmir
saying that a lasting solution

to the problem lay in imple- ~

mentation of the Lahore decla-
ration and that it would always
seek a amicable or negotiated
settlement to the issue.

APHC chairman, Prof Abdul
Ghani Bhatt, said that he would
reserve his comments on Mr An-
nan’s remarks till tomorrow
when the executive committee
would formally meet to discuss
the matter.

Prof Bhatt said: “I cannot say
anything at the moment. We
are awaiting the text of his
comments. Only after going
through it that we will be able
to reach at the bottom of the in-
tentions.”

Replying to the issue that oth-
er APHC leaders have reacted
sharply on Mr Annan’s re-
marks, Prof Bhatt said: “I have
to demonstrate a deeper sense
of redbonsibility and exercise
restraint in commenting with-
out having a look at the text.”
Tomorrow’s meeting would be
to take stock of the situation, Mr
Annan’s comments and political
developments. the home minis-
ter, Mr LK Advani’s remarks on
not allowing the APHC to be a
negotiator in the peace process
“may also” come up.

Reacting to the comments of Mr

Annan, pr%stan separatist

Mr Kofi Annan addresses a press
conference in Islamabad on Sunday
after meeting Gen Musharrat and the

Pakistani foreign minister. — AP|PTI

leader, Mr Syed Ali Shah Geela-
ni, said that it was the “moral
and legal obligation” of the UN
to implement the resolution.

Mr Geelani who is former
chairman of the APHC and ex-
ecutive committee member,
said that the UN cannot escape
its responsibility in resolving
the long-standing problem.

“Mr Annan perhaps made
such a comment because the
Kashmijr issue does not fall in
the seventh chapter of the UN
resolutien unless the parties
agree on it. But, it should be
made clear who is not agreeing
on it. It is basically India which
is an obstacle on the way,” Mr
Geelani said.

Other leaders said that hur-
riyat was never averse to bilat-
eral dialogue between India
and Pakistan, but they said
when the issue of final settle-
ment takes place, Kashmiris
should be a part of it.
Meanwhile, JKLF leader, Mr
Yasin Malik, who is also a mem-
ber of APHC left for the US to-

day for medical treatment. /
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“Stop demohtlon

{‘*‘ '

UN tells Tallban

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, March 10. - The UN
; General Assembly has urged
. the Taliban to take imméedi-

ate action to prevent destruc-
; tion of historic monumentsin

Afghanistan while New Delhi
expressed willingness to ar-

range for the transfer of

artifacts to India.

In a non-binding resolution,
spousored by over 100 nations
and approved by consensus
vesterday, the General As-
sembly appealed to the Tali-
ban to preveni further de-

. struction of relics.

Participating in the discus-
sioni on the resolution intro-
duced by Germany, Indian
ambagsador to the UN Mr Ka-
malesh Sharma said the relics
could be shifted to India in
the full knowledge and clear
lmriorbtanding that they are
i the first place and above
all, tledsure@ of Afghan peo-

" ple themselves.

Mr Sharma said the Taliba-
n's decision “demionstrates,
vet again, that destruction is
e only creed.

Ii has destroyed ethnic har-
many in Afghapistan; it has
strangled the desire of Afghan

- women for education; and it
has ruthlessly trampled upon
the human rights of Afghans™

Defying international con-
demnation, the Taliban is
bent upon committing “a
grievous misdeed, indeed, a
sacrilege to humanity, to the
civilizational and cultural in-
heritance of all mankind, by
siarting to destray invaiuable
statues of Buddha at Bamiy-

an,” Mr Sharma He fur- rati
ther said: “(the-fact) that it is s

being perver%e}y undertaken
in the name of a noble religion
makes it even more reprehen-
sible”.

This kind of vandalism
should be seen not as an im-
pulsive act but in keeping
with a policy of cultural nihil-
ism which seeks to erase Af-
ghanistan’s cultural past, he
added.This regression into
medieval barbarism in Afgha-
nistan under the Taliban,
said Mr Sharma. is precisely
what India, amongst many
other countries, has been cau-
tioning the world against for
so long.

Even now, “we would like to
appeal that the destruction of
the incomparable manifesta-
tions of the shared cultural
heritage of mankind must sto-
p”The UN resolution called
on all members “to help,
through appropriate technical
measures, to safeguard the
sculptures, including, if nec-
essary, their temporary relo-
cation or removal from public
view”.

Japan’'s ambassador to the
UN, Mr Yukio Satoh reques-
ted that the resolution be con-
veyed to the Taliban. Unga
spokesperson Ms Sue Mark-
ham =aid it should be forwar-
ded immediately.

Germany's UN ambassador
Mr Dieter Kastrup told the
Assembly that the 26 Febru-
ary edict, ordering destruc-
tion of Afghan relics, was an
unacceptable act of religious
intolerance.

Pakistani evvey My Mazma-
sond Khalid, said it was also
necessary to look at the resto-
ration of peace and recon-
struction of the country.

Afghan
minister to
meet Annan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

KABUL, March 10. - The Ta-

liban foreign minister today
said he would meet Mr Kofi
Annan in Pakistan to defend
the Afghan regime’s destruc-
tion of ancient statues.

“I will tell him that what we
are doing is an internal reli-
gious issue. It is not aimed at
challenging the world,” Mr
Wakil Ahmad Mutawakel
said.

Mr Annan is expected to arrive
in Islamabad later today as
part of his tour of South Asia.
The Taliban'’s edict, issued last
week, ordering the annihilation
of all statues in Afghanistan, is
close to the top of Mr Annan’s
agenda in Pakistan.

Mr Mutawakel shrugged off
international appeals for the
preservation of the relics. “We
would like to repeat that the
decree is irreversibe. It is a re-
ligious and internal issue,” he
said, adding that “work” was
continuing on the country’s
pre-Islamic heritiage.Taliban
officials yesterday said almost
a quarter of the two colossal
statues had been destroyed in
accordance with the edict.

“Work is underway but 1
den’t know how much of them
has been destroved,” he said
The move erase Afgha-
nistan’s pfe-Islamic history
shouldpX be seen as an action

Buddhists, he saxjd/
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TALIBAN ORDER INCOMPREHENSIBLE, SAYS SECURITY COUNCIL

ANCIENT HERITAGE NO MORE: This combination of photographs shows (from left) a statue from a Buddhist monastery, circa 700 AD; an
undated stone carving of the Dipankara Buddha; a'stucco bust of Buddha from the st to 2nd century AD; and the world’s largest Buddha,

located in Bamiyan, northern Afghams*tan The

aliban have ruled out any compromise to save two giant statues of Buddha and remain

determined to smash all statues in areas und/pr their control, according to a Pakistan-based Afghan news agency. (Reuters)

UN condemns statue smashing

* United Nations March 7: M

A\

Security Council condemned the
order by Afghanistan’s ruling Tal-
iban to destroy pre-Islamic relics
as an “incoimpressible’and wanton”
act ol violence against the coun-
try’s cultural heritage.

Council members on Tuesday
jomed other UN bodies, govern-
ments, rehigious  and  cultural
organisations in urging the Taltban
to halt the destruction of an impor-
tant part “of the world’s cultural
treasure.

Ukraine’s acting I'N ambassador

Valeri Kuchynski, who-. read the
Council statement, said the latest
information the Council had was
that “the Taliban authorities started
the preparation for the destruction
but we have not received the actual
confirmation that the destruction
took place.”

Efforts are being made to prevent
the destruction of the non-Islamic
shrines and artefacts, he said. Mr
Philippe De Montebello, director
of the metropolitan museum of art
in New York, has been in contact
with the Taliban through an inter-

mediary in Afghanistan trying o
negotiate the possibility of moving
the biggest and most important
Buddha statues to other places at
the museum’s expense. Mr
Kuchynski said.

But the Taliban's ambassador to
Pakistan, Abdul Salam Zaeef. reit-
erated on Tuesday that the Febru-
ary 26 order by the leader of the
Islamic religious militia, Mullah
Mohammed Omar. to destroy all
statues in the country as idolatrous
will be carried out despite the
international outcry. (AP)

Defiance by
Taliban to

‘hurt Afghans

By NADEEM YAQUB

Peshawar (Pakistan), March 7:
Afghanistan’s Puritanical Islamic
Militia has shown again that it
cares little for world opinion, bt it
is the people of the drought and

China makes mute response
to Taliban’s act of vandalism

By ANIL K. Joseru

Beijing, March 7: Ending a week-long silence, China on Wednesday
haif-heartedly joined the growing international condemnation of
Atghunman s ruling Taliban's wanton destruction ot priceless Buddhist

statues in the name of Istam.
“We have taken note of the relevant reports,”

Taliban. T
hus destruction call. (£ 71,

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said while taking vefuge under an carlier state-
ment made by the state-run Buddhist Association of China.

“The Buddhist culture is an important part of world culture. The Bud-
dha stataes in Afghanistaicare world renowned, especially the Buddhas
in Bamiyan have been listed as @ world cultural heritage site to be pro-
tected and they arc common asset of the people all over the world,” Mr
Zhu said, “China’s Buddhist association has made a statement concern-
ing it and expressed it's giave concern over such conduct that hurts the
feelings of those people whe helieve i Buddhism.”
staterment said withouwt condenuing the acts of vandatism by the ruling
aliban’s supreme feader, Mutiah Omar disnnissed criticism of

1

war-ravaged nation who will pay
-the price for the latest act of deti-
ance. The little international good-
will that the Taliban had earned by
banning poppy cultivation. has
now been forfeited by their deci-
sion to demolish the giant ancient

Buddha statues in Bamiyan. 130
km west of Kabul.
The miseries of common

Afghans are expected to worsen as
the international  community
penalises the Taliban. According
to an Afghan news agency report.
Japan has already warned that aid
to the country could be atfected
because of the Taliban’s refusal to
listen to the world’s pleas not to
destroy the Bamiyan statues.
Political observers here say that

SPEAKS  OUT:

a foreign munistry

in  Islamabad
(Reuters)

on

Afghanistan’s
ambassador to Pakistan, Mullah
Abhdul Salam Zaeef, speaks dur-
ing an interview at his residence

this time the Ta]ibz:e)vﬁ_\’ even
have alicnated their si€adfast sup-
porters in  Pakistin. Maulana
Samiul Haq. h,;d/ddwscd the Tal-

than w seehAhe opinion of top
Islamic scholars. (115

Tuesday.

Id provides respite from misery of life

By Katny GanNoy

Kabul, March 7: Perched ou her tather's rick-
ety bicycle. two-year-old Aziza pecked from
heneath o lacy white veill her dress falting in
lavers around her.

Nearby on the dust-clogged road. tTanked hy
war-ruined buridmgs. children dressed in bright
red and green clothes pushed and shoved cach
other, ignoring the scolding of their mothers.
their vorees muflled beacath billowing brirgas.

For many Afghans. the Mushim holiday of id -
ul-Zuha., or festival of sacrifices, was a time to
forget the misery of their lives. For the children
of Kabul. it was a day to dress in their {inest, the
almond-shaped eyes of voung girls outlined in
traditional black kohl. their hands decorated
with bright red henna. Some diesses were new.,

but most were old. mended and reworked at
home by maothers seldom allowed out of the
house because of the strict laws of the Taliban
rulers. “"We are happy today. Other days it not
verv good. Sometunes it is very had for me. 1
don’t go to school. don tery. but I don't taugh
always,” said 7-ycar-old Benazir. tugging on a

- white lace scarf. The colourful barrettes holding

her shiny brown har in place were new. she
said. showing them off with pride.

Even at 7. Benazir fears the Taliban soldiers.
hiding behind an elder sister when bearded men
in turbans — a trademark of the Taliban —
drove past in a pickup truck.

The Taliban’s strict policies toward women,
as well as their alleged attacks on ethnic minori-
ties, their harbouring of suspected terrorists
and, most recently. the destruction of ancient

statues ol Buddha. have brought condemnation
from much of the world.

But. for the three days of the Id-ul-Zuha festi-
val that began on Tuesday, the hardships of life
in Kahul are forgotten. “Today we are happy
and we don't want to think about tomorrow
because every day brings us more misery.” said
Abdul Kadr, Aziza's father. who sells used
clothing by the roadside.

Devastated by more than two decades of war,
the capital ties in ruins, the victim of bitter feud-
ing between Islamic factions who overthrew
Afghanistan's communist tulers with a promise
of lasting peace. but brought morc war nstead.

Today most of Afghanistan is rled by the
Taliban, who iook power nearly tive years ag
to stop the factional fighting under ousted Prgs
ident Burhanuddin Rabbam. (AP)
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to modily sanctions ",

UNITED NATIONS: Iraq has re-
jected American proposal for mod-
ifying the sanctions imposed on
Baghdad to reduce the suffering of
the people while maintaining pres-
sure on Baghdad.

Stating that the proposal was
meant to justify continuing the em-
bargo, Iraqi foreign minister Mo-
hammed Saeed Al-Sahaf said “we
have met the requirements (of the
security council resolution impos-
ing the embargo) and sanctions are
still there. We are hearing stupid
statements... About clever sanc-
tions as if all that had been going on
since 1990 is stupid.”

The suggestion for “smart sanc-
tions” which would ease the suffer-
ing of the people but would tighten
arms embargo was made by Ameri-
can secretary of state Colin Powell
during his just-concluded West Asia
visit.

But, Al-Sahaf, who ended the
two-day talks with U.N. secretary-
general Koft Annan on Tuesday on
breaking the impasse over a

decade-old sanctions, said tht the
second round of talks would be
held within a few weeks.

Though the minister declined to
give details, diplomats expect the
next round to he held after the
Arab summit in Jordan on March
27.

For Annan, the major difficulty is
that members of the security coun-
cil, especially the permanent five
with veto, are divided with the US
and Britain insisting on maintain-
ing sanctions while Russia, China
and France favour lifting, or at least
easing, them.

Al-Sahaf said Iraq would not al-
low any inspectors back into the
country. “If they want to come
back, they have 1o visit all countries
in the region, including Israel, im-
plying that they should ensure no
state in the area has weapons of
mass destruction.”

The UN officials admit that find-
ing a way out of impasse is a long
drawn process and the latesptalks

were only the beginning. prf )
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"Annan, Iraq
begin talks
on lifting of

UN sanctions

United Nations, Feb. 27: UN
Sccretary-General  Kofi  Annan
said on Mondgy he did not expect
miracles from his crucial talks
with an lragi delegation on sanc-
tions: but was encouraged by gov-
crnment’s re-evaluating their poli-

cies. . /) }k)/
Although €xXpectations wete hdw

for the two-day sessions| Mr |
Annan said there was an “impor-
tant and healthy shift” as a result
ol discussions 1n capitals of Secu-
rity Council members on what to
do next to end the deadlock,
including a review by the US
administration of its Iraq policy.

“For a long time the attitude has
been ‘This is our policy, this is the
way we do things,”” Mr Annan
said.

“But 1 think recently we have
put on the table that critical ques-

" tion — ‘What should we be
doing?™” he said.

Disarmament issues were on the
agenda for Monday morming and
humanitarian concerns in the
afiernoon. Any unfinished busi-
ness will be taken up on Tuesday
during the first attempt in years 10
move beyond the status quo.

However, Iraq’s foreign minis-
ter. Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf.
said Baghdad had fulfitled all
Security Council’s requirements

and “that means an immediateHft
of sanctions,” imposed imAugust
1990. (Reuiers)
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/Wfove to lift curbs

By Sridhar Krishnaswami AMZ }/0
UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 14. In a developmerit th

signals some movement for lifting the sanc-
tions against Libya, envoys of Britain and the
United States met Tripoli’s Ambassador to the
United Nations here today, just before the Se-
curity Council was to start consultations on
. Libya at the request of Non-Aligned Nations.
Nothing formal came off the meeting of the
ithree envoys and the Security Council is not
expected to come up with a decision on the
issue anytime soon. ‘‘The purpose of these
meetings is to begin discussions on how we
work through these issues”, the U.S. Ambas-
sador, Mr. James Cunningham, remarked.

It is no secret that developing nations are
pushing for ending the sanctions against Li-
bya now that the Lockerbie trial is over. And
there is clear sentiment in the Security Coun-
¢il as well that the punitive measures would
i have to be done away with.

It is said that at least 10 out of the 15 Council
members are in favour of ending the sanctions
but powerful nations such as Britain and the
t1.5. are against the idea and they have veto
powers to block any resolution. That being the
case, no one in the Council wishes to force a
vote on the issue. Both China and Russia have
said that they are in favour of lifting the sanc-
tons,

The Libyan diplomat here expressed the op-
timism that a way could be found, but offered

THE

no detalls l:ged Omar Dorda, however,

continues to indist that there is no link be-
tween one of thoke convicted in the Lockerbie
trial and the Libyan Government. The U.N.
sanctions against Libya were suspended when
Tripoli handed over two men for trial in April
1999.

Even if the world body removes the punitive
measures, the U.S. has a different set of uni-
lateral sanctions imposed individually against
Libya. Besides keeping a tight squeeze on
commercial and financial transactions be-
tween Libya and the U.S., Washington could
also put sanctions on any foreign company or
state that invests more than $ 40 millions a
year in Libya’s energy sector.

Both London and Washington are insisting
that Libya must fulfill at least two major con-
ditions before the sanctions could be lifted:
accept responsibility for the action of its offi-
cials and pay appropriate compensation.
What is being argued in some quarters is that
neither of the demands is stipulated by the
relevant U.N. resolutions.

Analysts have been saying that the Libyan
leader, Col. Muammer Gadhafi, has been
seeking guarantees from the U.S. that'he will

he handed over the two
would be sought.
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