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~"N.Korea, Australia stand to gain

TOKYO, MAY. 9. North Korea ajd Australia both
benefit from re-establishing pilateral ties at a
time when the recluse Stat] seems to have
decided that an opening out ill help the sta-
bility of the ruling Kim Jong N regime.

Both countries were negotiating the new ba-
sis for their relationship and therefore the an-
nouncements on Monday in Pyongyang and
Canberra made much less news than the
abrupt rupture of their ties in 1975 after just
one year of having established diplomatic re-
lations. Contrary to the comynon perception

. that being recognised again by a big Pacific

% nation is a one-sided gain for North Korea, it is

+ Australia too that has much to gain.

+ The Howard Government has been talking

" to the Kim Jong H regime, at least since June
last year. The Foreign Minister, Mr. Alexander
Downer and his North Korean counterpart,
Mr. Paek Nam Sun, met in New York in Sep-
tember during the United Nations General As-
sembly session. Then this winter, a senior
Australian official travelled to Pyongyang, set-

- ting off speculation about the 2arly re-estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties. By “hen, Italy had
restored ties with the North, thus becoming
the first major Western nation to make such a

v

move. South Korea, which was kept informed
by Australia about the developments, and Ja-
pan have both welcomed the announcements.
The Australian Prime Minister, Mr. John Ho-
ward is due in Seoul next week and the timing
of the announcement on re- establishing rela-
tions is no doubt partly intended to raise Aus-
tralia’s profile on the northern Pacific scene.

Nonetheless, Australia’s timing puts it
among the earlier bidders for Pyongyang’s af-
fections when North Korea opens out more
and makes available its cheap and disciplined
labour force for foreign investors desirous of
using the North as a manufacturing or proc-
essing base. Furthermore, this well-timed
move gives a fillip to Canberra’s effort to es-
tablish a greater political presence in the
Northern Pacific. Australia could also be a ma-
jor source of techmical assistance in the
North’s weak agricultural sector.

For the North, the gains are obvious. North
Korea is not yet in the various Asia-Pacific
councils, but it is a matter of time before ob-
jections are removed to having it admitted to
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum
(APEC), the Asian Development Bank (ADB) or
the ARF (the Association of South East Asian

Nations Regional Forum). Once in, the North

C with renewed ties

could hope to get Australian lobbymg assist-
ance for Pyongyang's economic and financial
needs.

The reason for the suspension in ties i 1975
still remains a mystery. Then riding high be-
cause of its activist membership status in the
then vibrant Non-Aligned Movement, North
Korea asked Australian diplomats to leave and
recalled its own mission staff from Canberra,
leaving unpaid bills.

The dues, which according to The Financial
Times, exceeded $200 million may or may not
be part of the present terms of re-establishing
ties, but both sides are quiet on the 1975
break, which may be because of a pro-South
Korean vote at the U.N. by Australia.

As part of its drive to widen its diplomatic
relations, especially with countries which have
shunned Pyongyang mainly because they
were allies of the U.S,, it is quite on the cards
that the Philippines will be next to open ties
with North Korea. Myanmar, where North Ko-
rean agents staged a bombing incident in
1983, wiping out more than half the South Ko-
rean cabinet of Mr. Chun Doo-hwan, who was
enroute India, has also said it is now ready to

forgive Pyongyang.

P TS s;’*U
l W sl ke
j

MAY 788



IRS Aas
ng the social-
Australians

oral indig-

politics of Ms. P
and her “One Nation” Party
nearly a year ago. Her brand of
politics was rejected in a parlia-
mentary poll. This was followed
by a vibrant intellectual debate
over the constitutional status of
the continent-country. And now,
the poser over justice for the in-
digenous people of Australia has
turned the spotlight on the coun-
try’s old moral-political dilemma.

The sequence, dramatic in sub-
stance if viewed over a contem-
porary timeframe, may indicate
that Australia is experiencing a
deep ferment of political renais-
sance or reformation. However,
to those not conversant with Aus-
tralia’s evolution as an ‘“Anglo-
State” with a hallmark of diversi-
ty in the Asia-Pacific context, the
present issues of prime political
concern-in Canberra are but a
painful revival of the challenges
of simple social justice.

The broad question is whether
Australia, too, is becoming a ‘‘so-
cial laboratory” — a delica

New Zealand by researche

al outcome
tralian Secie#.
differently, the present-day infor-
mation age can be blamed for
providing a new impetus to an
old issue about the Australian ab-
origines, even if the latest con-
cerns are not definitively a battle
cry against the perceived racial
discrimination of the indigenous
people. Despite such doubts
about the real scope of the ongo-
ing debate in Australia over the
status of its aborigines, the politi-
cal rumpus has acquired three
distinctive dimensions.
Traditionally, the aborigine
question is one of land rights -~
the perceived dispossession of
the indigenous population in this
regard by the white setilers who
colonised Australia by seeing the
continent as terra nullius or un-
inhabited land. Given that do:-
trine of colonisation, the rights >f
Australia’s Aboriginal and Torras
Strait Islander peoples, in their
full description, relate to land.
However, the latest controversies
pertain to other aspects — the
“wrongs” heaped by the white
Australians on the so-called “'sto-
len generation” of indigenous in-
habitants, the harshness of
“mandatory  sentencing” in
pockets of the country and the
political opportunity of promot-
ing the aboriginal agenda under
the glare of international publici-
ty that had already begun to her-

ustralia have seized
the moment offered by
the Sydney Olympics
to demand justice,
and the latest
outburst of opinion
may have exposed
only the tip of the
proverbial iceberg.
P. S. SURYANARAYANA
reports.

ald the
Olympics.

prospective  Sydney

The latest worries for the Prime
Minister, Mr. John Howard, be-
gan with the “media leakage” of
an internal Government report
on the aboriginal issue with refer-
ence to the ‘“stolen generation”
among other themes. Over sever-
al decades in the past, up until
the 1950s, the children of indige-
nous people were separated or
snatched (depending on the ob-
server's perspective) from their

ustralians for being
conformity with the val-

ourse, is an over-simplified
account of the complex event
and the aborigines so dislocated
are known as the “stolen gener-
ation”.

For the human rights groups in
Australia and outside, the most
objectionable part of the report is
its perceived “denial” of the ex-
istence of a ‘“‘stolen generation”.
It is an issue of both semantics
and substance even as the Gov-
ernment’s critics take a dim view
of the official version that the
numbers at stake would not merit
the appellation of a “stolen gen-
eration” with all its attendant

nous people. These values were
acceptable in that social-political
milieu, but not now. Mr. Howard
has now sought to tame the pokg-
ical tempest by acknowledging
that there is no intention to
whitewash or deny the historical
occurrence of a practice. 2

The practice of ‘“mandatoty
sentencing” in Western Australia
and the Northern Territory fe-
lates to compulsory prison teritls
for certain categories of offenégs
generally regarded elsewhere s
relative minor crimes. The official
word on this, too, is that the féd-
eral Government is not suppart-
ive of this and that the mandat(})'r'y
sanctions apply to aborigines and
the others. Given the prepondet-

ance of aborigines among (})}e

Members of the ‘‘stolen generation”’ stage a protest before Parliament in Canberra, Australia. ]

odium of wrong-doing by the
non-governmental organisations
of that period such as some com-
munity groups and by the state
which permitted the re-location
of select aboriginal children in
the past.

While there is no major main-
stream political opinion today in
support of what had happened,
the pro-establishment view is
that the the state had in the past
taken a “paternalistic” attitude of
“nurturing” the affected indige-

.
FAE 3
:h

03

“victims” of the relevant laws,
the “mandatory sentencing” too
has acquired racial overtones,
and it is being addressed accord-
ingly by human rights groups..::

Looking beyond these legal
and political niceties, the cham-
pions of aboriginal rights have
seized the moment offered by the
prospective Sydney Olympics to
demand justice, and the latest
outburst of opinion may have ex-
posed only the tip of the prover-
bial iceberg. .
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New Zealand seeks

N-free Sotthefi Zone

WELLINGTON: An international
conference on disarmament in
Geneva next week will see New
Zealand intensify moves towards a
southern hemisphere nuclear
weapons-free zone, arms control
minister Matt Robson said on
Thursday.

New Zealand plans to float the
idea of hosting so-called new agen-
da countries at a forum aimed at
boosting disarmament prospects as
the newly elected centre-left gov-
ernment moves to put its stamp on
foreign policy.

The new agenda coalition —
which includes Brazil, Egypt, Ire-
land, Mexico, New Zealand, South
Africa and Sweden — seeks the
swift and total elimination of all nu-
clear weapons.

The Wellington meeting would
give these countries a chance to
identify ways to increase nuclear
disarmament pressures on major
powers and could win support for
New Zealand’s bid to develop a
southern hemisphere nuclear
weapons-free zone, Mr Robson
said. “It is opposed by the nuclear
powers, and even countries such as
Australia at the moment are not
keen on taking that issue on,” he
said, adding that impetus was build-
ing for a blanket southern hemi-
sphere nuclear weapons free zone
despite opposition.

Wolfgang Hoffman, executive
secretary of the Preparatory Com-
mission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban (CTBT) Organi-
sation, said New Zealand could

achieve a great deal as a credible
mover in arms control and disarma-
ment circles. “The word of New
Zealand is in high esteem and that
1s why it is useful to have New
Zealand at our side,” he said in
New Zealand following visits to
Singapore, Canberra and Sydney.

New Zealand is an active signa-
tory to the CTBT, which bans all
nuclear explosions and tests in all
environments — underwater, un-
derground and in the atmosphere.
New Zealand is also a party to the
South Pacific Nuclear Weapons
Free Zone, as a signatory to the
treaty of Rarotonga.

New Zealand’s plan was to wrap
the southern hemisphere areas to-
gether, add the gaps which were in
international waters, and create a
nuclear weapons free zone to blan-
ket the lower half of the globe, Mr
Robson said.

“Clearly this is a large task be-
cause you’re asking nuclear powers
to give up something which they
see as an important strategic inter-
est for them.

“We have nuclear-free zones at
the moment but the law of the sea
operates (allowing free passage
through international waters) and
nuclear powers claim that it is their
right to transport nuclear weapons,
materials throughout the whole of
the southern hemisphere,” he said.

“[ think it’s absolute arrogance
that they continue to use the law of
the sea which is an international
convention — the spirit behind it is
for peaceful use,” he said. (reuten
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