The dust is yet to settle,,

HERE WAS a main
feature, and a sideshow,
in the political drama
that is not yet over in
Zimbabwe. The main feature
was, and continues to be, the
land issue from which, for a
while, attention was distracted
by the parliamentary elections
which were essentially a
sideshow. The land issue
remains on top of the agenda of
the ZANU-PF with the President,
Mr. Robert Mugabe, announcing
that the plans to acquire 804
white-owned farms were still on
course. Indeed, even the
Movement for Democratic
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who, though appointed by theV
President, was answerable to
Parliament. The Cabinet was to
be appointed by the President
“acting on the advice of the
Prime Minister”’. Indeed, only
the National Assembly,
comprising 150 directly elected
members and 50 members
elected under a system of-
proportional system had the
powers to pass a no-confidence
motion against the Government.
The traditional chiefs and
provincial governors, the main
component of the nominated
quota under the present
Constitution which will enable

Union election observer team
declared that the poll could not
be declared free and fair and
indeed called for the creation of
a new structure to conduct
elections in place of the
Registrar-General whose office,
according to the E.U., “did not
operate in an open and
transparent manner’’, the
observer teams from the OAU as
well as the one from the South
African Parliament have

‘endorsed the outcome. The

MDC has, however, decided to
challenge the outcome in 27
constituencies from where the
ZANU-PF won.

Change (MDCQ), so bitterly Government, given the powers the ZANU-PF to secure a Apart from the land issue
opposed to the ruling party, vested in the President to majority of seats and fend off which will just not go away,
may have to appropriate the appoint 30 additional members challenges. inside the House, other pressing issues the new
land question as its own as it of whom, strictly speaking, only ~ were consigned to the upper Government is facing are the
gets accustomed to the reality of 12 would be nominees of the chamber, the Senate. ECOHOT}:iaéldt;he.Sroll)lems o
being the Government-in- President. The remaining are generated Dy the involvement o
waiting with a constituency and ~ made up of eight provincial fai‘rN 3? ttf(l)eu()sl;tggén;gfeﬂ::egg;ls Zimbabwe in the conflict in the
a base to nurture and enlarge. governors and ten elected by expression popularised by South Democratic Repubtic of the

As for the outcome of the the council 9f trad.it‘ional chiefs.  Africa’s Electoral Commission Congo. The problems‘wnh the
elections sideshow, it was the Mr. Mugabe’s position was after the pathbreaking ;‘?O%‘)g’y af ml))t nev;r., ine with
MDC very nearly all the way. never an issue since the experience in democracy in fmbabwe has been living wit

g Y Presidential poll is due only in : “ racy these — domestic and

Characteristically, the MDC p Y April 1994, “substantially free international debt, runawa
announced its ‘shadow Cabinet ~ March 2002. and fair”’? As almost everything inﬂeaﬁ on. industrial stagn at¥o n
before the announcement of the It is ironic that had the else in the events that led up to i M & ’

shortages of essential goods.

composition of the new ZANU-PF not lost the the poll, perceptions about the i
While bad governance and

Government by the ZANU-PF. referendum early this year and developments in Zimbabwe

Its leader, Mr. Morgan had the new Constitution been inescapably reflect a racial corruption have worsened these
Tsvangirai, has also called for adopted, this provision of divide. This can only be problems, the tendency on the
the ‘impeachment’ of Mr. nominated seats would not have  explained in terms of the part of the Inter national
Mugabe more by way of been available to it. Though the  persistence of what might be community’ to see them merely
focussing once again on new Constitution, against whose  described as the ‘Rhodesian within such a prescriptive and
electoral abuses than with any adoption the MDC and its mindset’ among a section of normative framework ignoring
expectation of actually securing  friends successfully strove, Zimbabweans (and their their historical roots has not
such an end. provided for a bicameral supporters in South Africa and helped matters. Historical facts

For a mass moverent with Parliament with a vastly Britain) for race, per se, is no have a lhab“ of 355‘13“1“8 .
trade union origins which increased strength, it also more an issue in Zimbabwe. Not }hemksue ves, as the land crisis
transformed itseif into a political ~Provided for a Prime Minister surprisingly, while the European ~ has shown.

party less than a year ago, the
MDC'’s electoral performance
has been spectacular. The party
won 57 of the 120 electoral seats
in the 150-member parliament,
with the ZANU-PF,
unchallenged in its last 20 years
in office, squeaking ahead with
just 62 seats, a steep fall from
the 117 it held in the dissolved
Parliament. A ZANU faction led
by the Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole
(ZANU-Ndonga) held on to its
traditional seat of Chipinge
South. In the previous elections
held in April 1995, the ZANU-PF
had won 118 of the 120 elective
seats, with the ZANU-Ndonga
winning just two. Following the
expulsion of the dissident
ZANU-PF member, Ms.
Margaret Dongo, in November
1995 and her resignation from
Parliament and subsequent re-
election as an independent, the
Opposition had a strength of
three.

However, even if the number
of seats secured by the ZANU-
PF and the MDC had been
transposed, the MDC still would
not have been able to form a
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Opposition activists in Zimbabwe carry a mock coffin to proclaim the demise of the
ruling ZANU-PF... premature celebrations.
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~ Namibia, Angola to boycott QAli\/zgummit )

By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JULY 7. Namibia has
decided to join Angola in boycot-
ting the 36th summit-of the Orga-
nisation of African  Unity
beginning at Lome next week (10-
12 July).

Angola has been spearheading
the move for a boycott by other
African countries on the ground
that the President of Togo, Mr.
Gnassingbe Eyadema, has been
indicted in a report prepared by a
‘Panel of Experts’ for the U.N. Se-
curity Council of supporting the
Angolan rebel movement, UNITA,
and specifically, its leader, Dr. Jo-
nas Savimbi.

The Report, released in March,
names, along with Mr. Eyadema,
several other African heads of
state and Government of support-
ing the UNITA and Dr. Savimbi, in
defiance of the U.N. Security
Council’s mandatory sanctions
against the UNITA. In a subse-
quent resolution adopted on April
18, the Security Council endorsed
the findings of the Report and re-
newed its call to all members to
comply with various U.N. Security
Council Resolutions relating to
the situation in Angola, stressing
. in particular “the obligation of all
member-States to comply fully

. . 0 - . ‘
with the measures 1mpose& ‘summit is, self- evidehtly and as

against UNITA” and that “‘non-
compliance with those measures
constitutes a violation of the pro-
visions of the charter of the Unit-
ed Nations’.

Angola’s stand is that Togo be-
ing very much on the top of the
list of countries indicted in the
Report, the spectacle of the heads
of state and government of QAU
member-States trooping off to
Togo for the summit goes against
the substance and spirit of both
the Report and several Council
resolutions.

However, this argument has
failed to carry conviction with the
majority of OAU members, with
only Namibia joining the boycott.
Namibia, which is co-operating
with Angola in the war against the
UNITA rebels on both sides of
their common border, has also
joined Angola (and Zimbabwe) in
supporting the Government of
the President, Mr. Laurent Kabila,
of the DRC against rebels sup-
ported by Rwanda and Uganda. It
is not clear if this correlation of
forces will be reflected in the boy-
cott of the Togo summit by Zim-
babwe as well, not to speak of the
DRC.

The principal issue before the

always, African unity, an dpjective
that seems as remote of Yealisa-
tion as ever. In its most extreme,
indeed utopian, form this aspira-
tion has often found expression in
proposals for a Pan-African politi-
cal unity, a United States of Africa
with a Pan-African Parliament.
This vision was once again artic-
ulated at the 4th Extraordinary
Summit of the OAU at Sirte in Li-
bya in September last year in the
form of a proposal for an ‘African
Union’ put forward by the Libyan
leader, Muammar Gadafi.

Such grand visions apart, even
limited and eminently practical
proposals for greater unity and
co-ordination between the nu-
merous economic structures with
a seeming regional rationale to
ensure economic integration of
the continent have not made any
headway. There are, at a rough
count, at least 10 such structures,
some of whose membership over-
lap. -

These are: Economic Commu-
nity of West African States (ECO-
WAS), West African Economic
and Monetary Union (UEMOA),
Union of Arab Maghreb (UMA),
Customs and Economic Union of
Central Africa (UDEAC, whose

membership also doubles up as
Economic and Monetary Com-
munity of Central Africa, CE-
MAC), Economic Community of
Central African States (CEEACQ),
Common Market for Eastern and
Southern  Africa  (COMESA),
Southern African Customs Union
(SACU)), Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC), and
the Common Monetary Area
(CMA}, which is simply a grand
sounding name for the reality that
denominates an area where the
currencies of Namibia, Swaziland
and Lesotho are linked to the
South African Rand.

Some of these structures are
clearly in contention and compe-
tition with other similar structur-
es for minor advantages vis-a-vis
their economic relations with the
advanced countries of the West.
Such multiplicity of structures
has in practice been useful to the
West in negotiating trade and tar-
iff deals to its own advantage. The
most glaring of these anomalies is
the continued existence of the SA-
CU and the CMA, with their deep-
ly  entrenched history in
colonialism and apartheid, and
COMESA and SADC, all covering
and overlapping each other’s ter-
ritory.

i




NEW YORK, JULY 7. A new inves\iga-
tion conducted by the Organisa-
tion of African Unity (OAU) today
squarely blamed the U.N. Security
Council under the direction of the
United States, Belgium anc
France for the deaths of up to
800,000 Rwandans in 1994,

The result of the investigation,
titted "Rwanda, the Preventable
Genccide,” said the Catholic and
Anglican hierarchies in Rwanda,
the Governments of France and
Belgium ali had a role in the mas-
sacre of mostly Tutsis by the Hu-
tu-led Government in Kigali
because of their support for the
Hutu.

The killing of Tutsis began right
after Rwanda’s President Juvenal
Habyarimana, a Hutu, was killed

«"Report on Rwanda

in a plane crash on April 6, 1994.
The report said because of the na-
ture of the killings, it was not pos-
sible to determine the exact
number of the dead. But it said
between 500,000 and 800,000 were
killed during a 100-day period. A
U.N. investigation on the geno-
cide made public last December
said an estimated 800,000 were
killed. The current Tutsi Govern-
ment in Kigali also backed the fig-
ure.

The OAU investigation said in
1994, the U.N. Security Council
was “led unremittingly by the U.S.
and simply did not care enough
about Rwanda to intervene appro-
priately.” “What makes the Secu-
rity Council’s betrayal of its
responsibility even more intoler-

able is that the genocide was in no
way inevitable,” it said.

Belgium and the U.S. have apol-
ogised for the massacre. France
and the Catholic Church have not,
the report said. The U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, apologised
last year, citing ignorance. “The
facts show, however, that the
American Government knew pre-
cisely what was happening, not
least during the month of the gen-
ocide,” the report said.

The OAU investigation was car-
ried out and led by the former
President of Botswana, Mr. Ketu-
mile Masirea. The other members
of the investigation were the for-
mer President, Mr. Ahamadou
Toumani Toure, the child expert,
Ms Lisbet Palme of Sweden, Mr.
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Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a former
Liberian Minister, the former
Chief justice of India, Mr., P. N.
Bhagwati, the former Algerian
Senator, Mr. Hocine Djoudi and
the Canadian Ambassador, Mr.
Stephen Lewis.

The report said the U.S., France,
Belgium, African Governments
and the OAU, “‘ali failed to define
the massacres as a full-blown gen-
ocide’ after it began. The Govern- |
ment of Belgium, after 10 of its
soldiers working for the U. N.
peace- keeping operation in Kigali
were killed, decided to withdraw
all its troops who were guarding a
school with 2,000 children in Kiga-
li. The report said all the children
were slaughtered “within hours.”

— DPA
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UN Council plans embargo o

export of Sierra Leone
"f

REUTERS
JNITED NATIONS, JULY & ;\C, .

AFTER several days delay,
UN Security Council on Wednes-
day hopes to impose a global em-
bargo on diamond exports from
Sierra Leone, where a thriving
gems-for-guns trade is fuelling a
simmering civil war.

The resolution would ban all
rough diamonds from SierraLeone
until the governmerit of the West
African nation could set up a
proper certification system for the
gems - aswell as regain access to lu-
crative diamond-mining areas un-
der the control of the rebel Revolu-
tionary United Front.

Among the points of dispute

still to be settled is whether the em-.

bargo should run for 18 months as

Franoewants, or 36 months as the
United States prefers.

In either case the diamond ban
resolution, which includes a tight-
ened arms cmbargo on the rebels,
would ‘expire unless the couneil
took another vote. France has ib- -
sisted that all future sanctions reso-
lutions have a sunset clause because
of the never-ending embargoces
against Iraq, nowin their 10thyear. -

Britain, the sponsor of the reso-
lution, wants Sicrra Leone tobe a
building block in the banning of

“conflict diamonds” from countries #

whose mineral wealth were fuelling
wars.

Diamonds, gold, iron ore and
bauxite accounted for about two--
thirds of Sierra Leone’s exports be-
forewar in 1990s wrecked the econ-
omy of the fopmer British colony.

amonds

Rebels ;Il some 90 percent of
the ond mines, which yield
among the best stones in the world.

The Yesolution should bhave
been adopted on Friday but mem-
bers were unable to agree on the
length of the embargo.

“The principle of diamond
regime has been agreed and will
stick. The section on the arms em-
bargo remains as it is and will stick.
There are discussions over the time
limit,” British Ambassador Sir Je-
remy Greenstock told reporters.

“The United Kingdomwill take the
resolution to a vote on Wednes-
day ”

Much of the diamond trade
goes through Liberia, whose Presi-
dent Charles Taylor was a close ally
of RUF chief Foday Sankoh and
foryears supported the rebels.
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By M.S. Prabhakara

-~
CAPE TOWN, JULY 5. The release of the smgied
‘Durban Declaration’ worldwide, on the eve of
the XIII International Conference on AIDS
meeting in Durban next week (July 9-14) ap-
pears to have been taken as a personal attac
on the President, Mr. Thabo Mbeki’s initia
tives to encourage a more open questioning of
and inquiry into the causal links between HIV
and AIDS. According to a spokesperson for Mr.
Mbeki, had the Declaration been sent directly
to him, it would have found ‘its comfortable
place among the dustbins in the office’.

The Declaration signed by about 5,000 sci-
entists from around the world, including by
some members of the advisory panel appoint-
ed by Mr. Mbeki in May this year, and appear-
ing in the current issue of Nature constitutes
the strongest rejection of initiatives from out-
side the scientific community on the issue.

“The evidence that AIDS is caused by HIV-1
or HIV-2 is clear-cut, exhaustive and unam-
biguous. This evidence meets the highest
standards of science. The data fulfil exactly the
same criteria as for other viral diseases such as
poliomyelitis, measles and smallpox.” While
conceding that as with any otler chronic in-
fection, various ‘co-factors’ (like malnourish-
ment, presence of other infeciions, and the
general state of health) play a role in ‘deter-
mining the risk of disease’, the Declaration is
categorical that “none of these factors weak-
ens the scientific evidence that HIV is the sole
cause of AIDS.”

The criticism of the so-called ‘dissidents’
and by implication Mr. Mbeki, is preceded by
three sentences whose context as well as their
hectoring and prescriptive tone may well
seem highly offensive. “Monkeys inoculated
with cloned SIV (simian immunodeficiency
syndrome) DNA become infected and develop
AIDS. Further compelling data are available.
HIV causes AIDS. It is unfortunate that a few
vocal people continue to deny the evidence.
This position will cost countless lives.”

A wall graffifi pfofesting the high cosf of HIV/AIDS drugs and giving statistics of

_Diirban Declaration differs with Mbeki views

the disease in Johannesburg. The 13th International AIDS conference will
be held in Durban starting Sunday. — AP

The initiatives taken by Mr. Mbeki, in partic-
ular his appointment of a presidential AIDS
advisory panel in May. challenge this ‘received
wisdom’ about AIDS among the ‘international
scientific community’, without directly ques-
tioning the causal links between HIV and
AIDS.

Fundamental to Mr. Mbeki's initiative is the
view that interventionist strategies that might
have worked elsewhere in the world might not
necessarily be appropriate for South Africa;
and the undeniable fact that the AIDS ortho-
doxy has not met with great success elsewhere
in Africa.

However, the initiative was seen as an im-
pertinent questioning by one without any
claim to scientific knowledge of the ‘scientific
consensus’ about the casual and organic links
between HIV and AIDS. Thus, the inescapable
inference that such initiatives do question the

causal links between HIV and AIDS, despite
the protestations from the office of Mr. Mbeki

that he had never said that HID did not cause !

AIDS, that his only ‘sin’ was in making contact
with the ‘dissidents’ who did not subscribe to
this ‘consensus’.

In a statement released carly this week,
three Ministers in the Mbeki Government, Dr.
Manto Tshabala-Msimang (Health), Dr. Ben
Nugbane (Arts, Culture, Science and Technol-
ogy) and Mr. Essop Pahad (Minister in the
Presidency) returned to the theme maintain-
ing that Mr. Mbeki's initiatives and consulta-
tions with the ‘dissidents’ did not amount to
disputing the links between HIV and AIDS.

The polemics and the underlying bitterness
may well detract from the seriousness of the
issue, on which there are no differences, that
needs to be tackled during the forthcoming
conference.

|
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KABUL, July 1. —
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
clashed with opposition forces
north of the capital today, wit-
nesses said.

They said the Taliban and
forces loyal to commander
Ahmad Shah Masood
exchanged heavy artillery fire
and mortar rounds on two
main roads that stretch to the
Shomali plains, north of
Taliban-held Kabul.

“We can’t figure out who
started the fighting, but it is
very serious,” said a witness.

Taliban fighters at Khair
Khana Pass that leads to
Shomali, prevented journalists
from going to the front.

The clashes come amid reports
of troop build-ups by the two

REUTERS

sides. Both have accused each
other of attacking first.

The Taliban said Masood’s
fighters attacked its positions in
he northern province of Bagh-
n yesterday, while the opposi-
tign blamed the Taliban for
launching a “massive” offensive.

“Their (Taliban) report is
utterly false. They themselves
staged a major assault on our
positions before dawn today,”
Ustad Abdur Rasoul Sayyaf,

a top anti-Taliban leader
said. He added that opposition
fighters pushed back the attack
and inflicted heavy material
and human losses on the
Taliban.

“Dozens of their men have
been killed and many more
taken prisoners,” Sayyaf
added. He said thousands of
Taliban men and Pakistani vol-

unteers took part in the offen-
sive to flush out Masood from
his main stronghold, the
Panjsher Valley to the north of
Shomali plains.

Taliban jet fighters and heli-
copter gunships were also
involved in the fighting in
Shomali, he added.

Shomali, a big, lush region,

from where the opposition
draws most of its support, has
been the scene of several rounds
of clashes since the Taliban
drove out Masood from power
more than three years ago.
UN sanctions: The UN has
threatened more sanctions on
Afghanistan if new fighting
breaks out in the country
which has been devastated by
more than two decades of war
and a drought considered the
worst in 30 years.

e ST ATESW

-7 JL 200

ﬁghting\en{pts in Afg}_{_dnistan

The fighting comes a day
after foreign ministers of
the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference urged all parties
to the conflict to stop
hostilities.

At the end of a four-day meet-
ing in Kuala Lumpur, the OIC
yesterday said all states should
immediately stop the supply of |
arms and ammunition to the !
warring parties.

Donors complain that the
Taliban — already under
Security Council sanctions for
giving sanctuary to Osama bin
Laden — wastes money on an
unwinnable war.

Despite numerous offensives,
it has failed to crush Masood
who is well entrenched in

the Panjsher Valley and
other parts of northern
Afghanistan.




Zimbabwe, CQn

By M. S. Prabhakara Q\g A

CAPE TOWN, JULY 11. The President of Zim-
babwe, Mr. Robert Mugabe, and his counter-
part from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Mr. Laurent Kabila, have decided to
stay away from the OAU summit which began
in Lome, Togo, yesterday.

This the first time that Mr. Mugabe is absent
from an OAU summit ever since Zimbabwe
won its independence 20 years ago. The Presi-
dents of Angola and Namibia too are boycot-
ting the Lome meet. The common stand of the

- four countries reflects the broader correlation

forces in southern Africa where these coun-
tries are on the same side in respect of the
contlictin the DRC and the rebe:lion in Angola
led by Dr. Jonas Savimbi of the UNITA.

Angola has been spearheading the move for
a boycott of the Lome meet on the ground that
the regime in Togo, and personally the Presi-
dent, Mr. Gnassingbe Eyadema, has been
openly indicted in a report submitted to the
U.N. Security Council, of supporting the An-
golan rebel movement, UNITA and Dr Savim-
bi, in defiance of the sanctions against UNITA
imposed by the Security Council.

The report, prepared by a panel of experts
headed by Mr Robert Fowler of Canada, was
released in March this year. One of the recom-
mendations made by the report in respect of
sanctions against Governments found to have
been “intentionally breaking” the sanctions
against UNITA (Recommendation 37) reads
thus:

“In order to encourage comnpliance with Se-
curity Council resolutions relating to sanc-
tions against UNITA, the punel recommends
that the Security Council apply appropriate
sanctions against Governments found to have
been intentionally breaking the sanctions. In
addition to other measures recommended by
the panel, additional measures which the
Council should consider include: (i} formally
declaring the offending countries to be sanc-
tion breakers; (ii) discouraging member states
from supporting the candidacies of nationals
from listed countries for seaior positions with-
in the nations system until the listed countries
are declared to be complving with the sanc-

g0 l;\(/iycott QAU summit

The Palestinian leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat (centre right) embraces the Libyan leader,
Mr. Muammar Gadhafi, during the opening ceremony of the heads of state summit of
the Organisation of African Unity in the Togo capital Lome
on Monday. — AP

tions; (iii) a ban on the holding of United Na-
tions conferences or meetings in the listed
countries until they are declared to be com-
plying with the sanctions; (iv) discouraging
other international organisations from hold-
ing conferences or meetings in the listed
countries, or electing the country concerned

as Chairman in office of any organisation.

Angola’s opposition to the OAU summit be-
ing held in Lome, and its proposal that the
summit should be moved to a neutral venue
like Addis Ababa, the headquarters of the
OAU, was based on the last item of this recom-
mendation.

A key issue before the summit is the propos-
al for the formation of a new structure, Africa
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Union, along the lines of the European Union,
to replace the OAU. The new structure also
envisages the incorporation of the various re-
gional economic alliances that now exist.

Indeed, in the perception of the Libyan
leader, Col. Muammar Quadhafi, who mooted
the idea last year, the creation of an Africa
Union is only a prelude to an even grander
prospect of a fullfledged African Federation, a
United States of Africa.

However, according to reports from Lome,
the ambassadorial and ministerial level meet-
ings that preceded the summit only reached
an “agreement in principle” on the proposal,
while insisting on a “‘step-by-step” approach.



South Af@ca

By M. S. Prabhakara U‘)

CAPE TOWN, JULY 13. Every success,
or failure and disappointment, in
the ‘new’ South Africa’s contin-
uing search to secure for itself

% "l}at it considers its proper entitle-
_aent in relation to that of other
countries provides yet another in-
stance of the ambiguities and con-
tradictions in South Africa’s
perception of itself.

Is South Africa an established
nation-state, or one that has only
recently emerged from colonial
rule attempting to forge itself into
one? Is it a first world country or a
third world country? Is it a part of
Africa or is it really, insofar as its
dominant value systems and aspi-
rations go, an extension of Europe
and the West on the continent?

A broad answer, even if not di-
rect, to these questions can be in-
ferred from the astonishing fact
that of all the countries on the con-
tinent which emerged from colo-
nial occupation and rule, South
Africa alone does not have an ‘in-
dependence day’ inscribed in its
sfficial calendar, though it does
nave a ‘freedom day’.

There was, however, an ‘inde-

pendence day’ inscribed in the of-
ficial calendars of the apartheid

reglme and oth S t at preceded
it from 1910 onwardls. The day has
been removed fron} the post 1994
official calendar. [This bespeaks
both a desire to embrace the hated
apartheid past, insofar as the ma-
terial assets and advantages it has
inherited; and a desire to distance
itself from that past — a schizo-
phrenia that is not perhaps unique
to South Africa’s split personality.

These reflections have been pro-
voked by the failure of South Afri-
ca’s bid to stage the 2006 Soccer
World Cup, and the outraged reac-
tions to it. The indignation contin-
ues even four days after the
Federation of International Foot-
ball Associations (FIFA) voted in
Zurich last Thursday by the nar-
rowest of margins to award the bid
to Germany.

South Africa lost the bid only be-
cause one of the 24 members of
the Executive Committee of the FI-
FA, Mr. Charles Dempsey of New
Zealand, defied the mandate from
his own football association which
was that he would vote for South
Africa if England, one of the four
countries in the final shortlist,
(Brazil dropped out just before the
vote) were to drop out in the earli-
er rounds. In a decision that con-
tinues to baffle everyone,

S archm

including New Zealand soccer offi-
cials and politicians, Mr. Dempsey
who had voted in the first two
rounds decided in the crucial, final
round to abstain, thus enabling
Germany to edge South Africa out
by 12 votes to 11.

It is generally agreed, at least in
South Africa, that had the vote
been tied at 12-12, the casting vote
of the FIFA president, Mr. Sepp
Blatter of Switzerland, would have
gone in favour of South Africa.
This is not because of any special
feelings cherished towards South
Africa by the FIFA chief but be-
cause of the help he is known to
have received from the Confeder-
ation of African Football two years
ago in fending off the challenge to
his candidature for FIFA presiden-
cy from the president of UEFA, Mr.
Lennart Johansson.

While the official reaction to
South Africa’s failure to secure the
bid has been correct, with a mix-
ture of disappointment and stoic
acceptance of the FIFA's decision,
indignation and outrage continue
at the popular level. However, un-
derlying the outrage are two, obvi-
ously contradictory perceptions
about South Africa, and the ‘rest of
the world’.

Throughout the process, the

THE HINDU

&1

g for a new ldentlty

stand of South Africa was that its
bid compared well with, indeed
was much more credible than, the
bids by other countries including
the two first world countries in the
shortlist, England and Germany.

South Africa, it was said, had all
the best first world facilities: the
stadiums, the infrastructure, the
communication and transport fa-
cilities, hotels meeting the highest
international standards — any-
thing Germany or England had to
offer, South Africa had a superior
version.

When on the afternoon of
Thursday the bitter news from
Zurich was flashed over national
radio and TV, the cry almost in-
stantaneously was that Europe
and the West in general had once
again ‘stabbed South Africa in the
back’. How dare FIFA treat us as a
third world country was a question
that one often heard on the nu-
merous radio talk shows.

More than one caller said that
while South Africa was physically
part of the African continent, its
facilities and infrastructure were of
the highest European standards.
At the same time, there were other
‘cries of the heart’.




f Mbeki questions commitment of cadre

By M. S. Prabhakara\

JOHANNESBURG, JULY 14. The Afri-
can National Congress has begun
a four-day meeting of a “National
General Council” at Port Eliza-
beth, with its President, Mr. Tha-
bo Mbeki, acknowledging thai the
ANC had attracted and continued
to retain in its ranks “opporrun-
ists and careerists’”’.

The meeting, essentially one of
review and retrospection, is being
attended by about 2,000 delegates
from the branch level upwards. At
its last national conference in Ma-
fikeng in December 1997, the
ANC decided to have such a re-
view midway through the term of
the executive elected in Mafikeng.
The ANC which had held its three
previous national conferer:ces
since its unbanning at intervais of
three years (Durban, July 1991,
Bloemfontein, December 1994
and Mafikeng, December 1999)
decided at Mafikeng that future
sessions would be held at in:er-
vals of five years. Thus, the mid-
term review.

In advance of the NGC meeting,
~the ANC released three long Dis-
cussion Papers to stimulate de-
_bate in the structures of the
“movement and among the mem-
bers. These are: 1. Tasks of the
National Democratic Revolution
and the Mobilisation of Motive
Forces; 2. ANC: People’s Move-

¥ ment and Agent for Change; and

3. Uprooting the Demon of Rac-
ism. The discussions, which are
closed to the media, will focus.on
the issues raised in these papers
as well as the Secretary General's
Midterm Organisational Report.

Mr. Mbeki's hour-long speech
(text running to over 12 pages)
was notable for its sharp criticism
not so much of the ANC as an or-
ganisation as of its membership.
He spoke of people joining the
ANC “with great ease that our
procedures as a mass movement
permit” without, however, any
commitment to its programme
and ‘“‘strategic objective”. Speak-
ing about the tendency towards
self-enrichment, Mr. Mbeki re-
ferred to the evidence of Mr. Han-
sie Cronje before the King
Commission which had highlight-
ed the “dominance in our society
of a value system based on the
pursuit of personal wealth, at alil
costs”. “It is this society that has
conditioned us by the time we de-
cide to join the ANC”, Mr. Mbeki
said.

Mr. Mbeki was equally outspo-
ken on the issue of corruption to
which the ANC was no less im-
mune than any other liberation
movement which had become a
ruling party of the Government.
“As we have already seen in our
own country and learnt from sis-
ter African countries that have en-

£

joyed longer periods of liberation,
it is not difficult for corrupt prac-
tice to become an entrenched so-

cial phenomenon. Our
experience in the last six years
tells us that there is absolutely no
reason why we should assume
that we ourselves stand no danger
of becoming victim to the wide-
spread corruption we have seen
in other countries of Africa and
elsewhere in the world.”

Mr. Mbeki also spoke of the
phenomenon of “fluctuating
membership”, reflected in the
midterm report of the ANC Secre-
tary General. The ANC member-
ship is known to have steeply
fallen with some estimates put-
ting it at less than half of what it
was in 1994. ““As we all know, they

(ANC membership) build up rap-
idly whenever we are going to
hold our conferences to elect our
leadership and in the run-up and
during the general and local gov-
ernment elections”, Mr Mbeki
said.

The major thrust of Mr Mbeki's
speech was, however, on the
economy, and what he saw as the
inescapable imperatives of glob-
alisation.

He scoffed at the critics of glob-
alisation saying, ‘‘There is nobody
in the world who formed a secret
committee to impose globalisa-
tion on a unsuspecting humani-

ty'.

The harshness of the criticism
is just one indication that these
issues continue to be contested
within the ANC itself, and not
merely among the allies of the
ANC in the tripartite alliance, the
SACP and Cosatu.

This is evident in the discussion
papers as well, in particular, the
first one.

Mr. Mbeki also spoke of the im-
peratives of foreign investment as
an agent of growth and noted that
Port Elizabeth, a major centre of
South Africa’s automobile indus-
try, had benefited from the estab-
lishment of a catalytic converter
plant to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions from motor vehicles.
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Sierra troops

» FROM PAGE 1

A statement issued by the foreign |
ministry said: “The United Nati-.
ons authorities in Sierra Leone
have informed that early this
morning, Unamsil has launched .
military operations to extricate
Unamsil troops who have been il- -
legally detained by the Ruf in Kai-
lahun.” ;

The only oblique reference to -
the Indian role was in one sen-
tence: “The force commander (of
Unamsil), Major-General V.K. Jet-
ley, is personally controlling the
operations from Daru.”

The subdued tone was in con-
trast to Delhi’s aggressive stand
after the nuclear tests in May 1998.
The decision to underplay its role
in today’s operation shows not
only Delhi’s maturity but also en-
sures that it does not put off the
other Unamsil members.

Breaking the impasse in Sier-
ra Leone had become a necessity
for the Centre as it feared the pro-
longed agony of its peacekeepers
could become an issue in India, es-
pecially in the monsoon session of
Parliament.

With this in mind, it sentK.V.
Rajen, secretary (east) in the for-
eign ministry, to Mali as observer
for the crucial Organisation of
African Unity summit that ended
on Thursday.

At the summit, Rajen et with
Annan and other senior leaders of
the region to get their stgfhp of ap-
proval on an Indian prgposal for
military action. v

The UN endorged India’s as-
sessment that diplomatic options
having been&xhausted, use of
force to free the detainees was un-

avoidable, said an official in
Delhi.

The current mandate of Unam-
sil permits use of force. However,
theofficial made it clear that this
did not mean the status of Indian

soldiers would now change from
peacekeepers to peace enforcers.

-
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Peacekech

break free in
\«'Sierra Leone

REUTERS & AP N

FREETOWN, July 15. — All
222 Indian soldiers pinned
down by Sierra Leone’s rebel
Revolutionary United Front
since May broke out from their
positions with the help of
peacekeeper comrades and
began fighting their way
toward safety today, a UN
spokeswoman said.

The 11 trapped foreign mili-
tary observers too were res-
cued. The peacekeepers and
observers were on the 80-km
road from Kailahun to the
nearby UN base of Daru, and
were meeting with some resis-
tance, the spokeswoman said.
When news last came in, they
were approaching Pendembu,
an RUF stronghold.

“Along the road there has
been some resistance but this is
a strong force that they (the
rebels) have to deal with,” the
spokeswoman said. The Indians
have UN’s aerial support.

Maj Anatheram Arun, special
assistant to Unamsil comman-
der Maj-Gen VK Jetley, earlier
said two Indian soldiers were
slightly wounded. He described
the situation as “fluid”. i
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Peacekeepers
break siege in
Sierra Leone

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 15. The 220 Indian
peacekeeping troops and 11 mil-
itary observers have broken out of
their encirclement in eastern Sier-
ra Leone following coordinated
ground and air operations by the
U.N. forces which began this

morning. fY
These troops along \}vﬁ\ﬁJN

observers had been ringed %ince
the last two months at Kailahun
— a U.N. base in northeast Sierra

Leone. \MICEYT I
According Ig sourcesaéere, the

U.N. forces, comprising mainly of

Indians and a sprinkling of troops

from Ghana and Nigeria, have
launched a pincer strike revolving

, around Pendembu in eastern
i Sierra Leone. With Daru as the
| base, some troops moved along

the road axis towards Pendembu,
40 km to the north. Others were
shifted towards Kailahun in the
east. According to U.N. sources,
some forces were also inducted
using helicopters.provided by the
Indian Air Force (IAF). The UN-
AMSIL deployed the IAF’s Chee-
tah helicopters for
reconnaissance as well as its three
Mi-35 attack helicopters for air to
ground assaults.

U.N. helicopters extricated 11
U.N. observers and 40 peacekeep-
ers earlier today. The rest of the
detainees were on their way by

i road to Daru.
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HE FOUR-DAY meeting of

the National General

Council of the African Na-

tional Congress (July 12-
15) in Port Elizabeth was notable
for the candour of its self-critical
review of the state of the organisa-
tion and the performance of the
government, as well as for some
interesting shifts, even if only in
emphasis, in the economic policy
even while reaffirming the seem-
ingly irreversible commitment to
the reality of market forces and
globalisation.

The meeting, attended by about
2,000 delegates, was essentially a
mid-term review of the state of the
party, being held almost exactly
halfway through the five-year term
of the ANC executive elected at its
National Conference in Mafikeng
in December 1997. The ANC being
the ruling party, this also necessar-
ily entailed a review of the Govern-
ment, though the main focus was
on the state of the party.

Preparatory to the NGC, :he
ANC released three long discus-
sion papers with a view to “stim-
ulating debate in the structures of
the movement and amongst our
cadres and members”. These
were: 1) Tasks of the National
Democratic Revolution and the
Mobilisation of Motive Forces; 2)
ANC: People’s Movement and
Agent for Change; and 3) Uproot-
ing the Demon on Racism. The
Secretary-General's Midterm Re-
port and Review, encapsulating
the salient points in these position
papers and presented on the
opening day of the conference,
constitutes the core document of
the NGC, along with the opening
address by the President, Mr. Tha-
bo Mbeki.

Even in a political culture where
it is now common for every politi-
cal party to engage in self-criticism
and introspection, Mr. Mbeki's
criticism of the “opportunists and
careerists within our ranks”, of
factionalism especially rampant in
the provinces and in structures
lower down, corruption and a cul-
ture of personal enrichment and
other seamier aspects of the ANC's
political culture was both sharp
and informed by a sense of the
larger historical reality.

Interestingly, he referred in this

ontext to two major events from
the world of South African sport
which have dominated the media:
the Hansie Cronje controversy,
and the failure of South Africa to
win the bid to stage the 2006 Soc-
cer World Cup. While the first viv-
idly iltustrated ‘‘the dominance in
our society of a value system based
on the pursuit of personal weaith
atall costs”, the second, Mr. Mbeki
said, highlighted the continued
marginalisation of Africa as an ““ir-
relevant appendage” and the per-
sistence of the phenomenon of
“globalisation of apartheid”.
These are the all-too-familiar
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The ANC'’s recent national general council
meeting was notable for the candour of its
self-critical revietv of the state of the
organisation and the Government’s
performance, says M. S. PRABHAKARA.

The South African President, Mr. Thabo Mbeki...

+ refreshing candour.

problems that any liberation
movement faces from the moment
of its triumph as it strives to trans-
form itself into a working party of
government. Most of them, except
those committed to total revolu-
tionary change, cope well enough,
and the contradictions are soon
resolved or at least contained.
However, in the case of the ANC,
the very immensity of the odds it
faced as a liberation movement
and the unspeakable barbarity of
the apartheid regime that wreaked
havoc on the masses of the people
has made the transition process
extremely complex, even though
the ANC is now in control, at least
formally, of all organs of the state.
This is evident in both Mr. Mbeki's
speech and in the more detailed
Midterm Review and Report by the
Secretary- General, Mr. Kgalema
Motlanthe.

" The économy, ‘as always, re-

mains the crucial issue. While the
commitment to the market forces

and the acknowledgement of the
reality of globalisation remain cen-
tral, there are indications of a less
rigid commitment to the dogma of
fixed inflation targets and the de-
sideratum of a progressively re-
duced budgetary deficit towards a
perfectly balanced zero deficit
budget — the normative values
that have informed the budgetary
exercises over the last four years
ever since the adoption of the
macro-economic policy going un-
der the name of GEAR, Growth,
Employment and Redistribution in
mid-1996. Indeed, the expression
GEAR, virtually a dirty word with
the rank and file of both the SACP
and Cosatu, was most conspicu-
ously absent in both Mr. Mbeki’s
speech and in Mr. Motlanthe's
Midterm Review and Report. One
recalls what a rumpus the expres-
sion caused during the 10th Con-
gress of the SACP in Johannesburg
in July 1998, the chanting of anti-
GEAR slogans and Mr. Mandela
categorically admonishing the del-

egates that GEAR remained central
to the economic policy of the Gov-
ernment.

Though the ideas and philoso-
phy of GEAR have a place, even
without being named so, in one
paragraph in the Midterm Review
and Report (Para three of Section
3.4.1) the emphasis now is more
on creating investment flows and
jobs, and facilitating black eco-
nomic empowerment — subjects
that are dealt at length in the Mid-
term Review and Report. Indeed,
the recent controversy about infla-
tion targets and interest rates be-
tween the guardians of these two
holy cows, the Finance Minister
and the Governor of the central
bank, with the former, supposedly
totally committed to rigidly set in-
flation and budgetary deficit tar-
gets, questioning whether growth
should be sacrificed on the altar of
“something that a model tells us is
the only correct answer”, an as-
tonishing reversal of roles, in the
words of a Business Day editorial,
the shift at least in empbhasis, if not
perhaps in substance, was fore-
told. One of the more interesting
shifts in political vocabulary is the
reformulation of “national demo-
cratic state”, a standard ANC us-
age for long along with “national
democratic revolution” even if
without the political import asso-
ciated with the Third Internation-
al, as ‘“national democratic and
developmental state”.

The larger question, however, is
whether all this is yet another spin,
or whether this bespeaks a genu-
ine acceptance that the orthodoxy
of the market has not provided an-
swers to the problems facing South
Africa’s economy. The problem
perhaps lies in the fact that though
the ANC in its achievement in se-
curing the removal of the apar-
theid regime has truly been
revolutionary, in so far as its eco-
nomic programme went, it never
even pretended to be revolution-
ary. This is so even of the Freedom
Charter which, for all its eloquence
and passion, was little more than
pithy statements of intent, in the
form of a manifesto, than a
thought-out  economic  pro-
gramme.

However, in the course of the
struggle, the causal links between
the apartheid state and South Afri-
can and global capitalism could
not be ignored and were anyway
evident to the broad masses of
people — a perception that was
further strengthened by the heroic
role of the SACP in the liberation
struggle and the support that the
struggle received from the Soviet
Union and other communist
countries. Thus, the anti-capitalist
rhetoric of the ANC as a liberation
movement, and the compulsions
of working as a party of govern-
ment to promote capitalism, now
black capitalism. Can it square the
circle?
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~Out of 300 people

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
JOHANNESBURG, JULY 24 .

, WI—HTEracismlivesoninSou&Aﬁ1mandls
. still taken for granted by many blacks 10 years af-

ter the abolition of apartheid laws, the South
African Human Rights Commission is hearing’

asit prepares for amajor conference. -
_Qlder blacks explain the racism by saying:

“Weave to live with it. It isinborn, it is philo-

sophical, it is part of our life,” Moses
Khorowmbi, a student collecting witness ac-

counts, told AFP, “Racism and tribalism won’t -

end.... You are a young man, you can’t under-
stand,” they telthim, often refusmgto allowhlmto
", quote thembyname.

The Commission, sxttmg in Bloemfontem
Nelsprult, East London, Johannesburg is hear-
ing the same stories everywhere: insults at work;
entry refused to restaurants and nightclubs, racial

‘slurs, casual violence. At Mafikeng, about 400

kilometres (250 miles) northwest of Johannes-
burg, some 300 people showed up on Thursday.
Only ohe waswhite.

The most blatant racismoften takes placeson
huge white-owned farms in the hinterland,
where little has changed. There, farmworkersare
routinely beaten, given degrading jobs as punish-
ments, or attacked for crossing a farm without
permission; they are thrown into rivers and dams,
humiliated, even covered with paint. “I've been
with the Commission for five years. Thrgugh the
media and through the complaints thatfreach us,

who appe d be" 'pre the pan 31, only one was white

Racism lives on in SA, Commission hears
NS

Ihad a sense that the 51tuat10n in farms was very
bad. But yesterday, it was shocking,” a oommls
sioner tolg the South African Broadcasting

_ Commission the day after the Mafikeng hearing.

“People have lost legs, people have lost eyes,
people’sears have been bitten by dogs, it’sjust an
awful, awful situation of vicious racial attacks that

- are taking place in the farms in the North West

(province),” he said. Few complain in person to
the Commission, however, because they are so
used to the racism, or because they depend on an
abusive white employer for a job in a continent
where each wage-carner generally supports

IN BLack & WHITE

abeut 20 people. In towns and offices, “There are
no (whites only) signs any more, but itis a code of
conduct, a rule of practice,” said one witness at
the Johannesburg hearing. That means thatin at

" least one comipany, the black employeessstill dare .

not use the toilets once reserved for whites. In the

central city of Bloemfontein, a number of wit-

nesses recounted siggilar stories. Welcome

* Kanto said he had lost two jobs in suoccession in

the building industry after lodging complaints
with the police over racism. In the first case, he
was refused a safety helmet because it was re-
served for whites; in the second, e was beaten

up bywhite colleagues.
" Ngeeke Mohgezi told the Bloemfontein
hearing how he and a group of friends were as-

‘sociation told of éveryday racism in the nation’s
- other jobs for blacks. White inmates are given all

" something soft is the store-room.”

. tion meanwhile warned at the Johanncsburg

~Africans do not easily accept (other) black

‘commission will serve asabas:sforaNatlonal
- Conference on Racism to be held from August
.30 to September 2, and which will be opened by

saulted bywhlteswlnle crossing a farm in May,
“They took us in their cars to a neighbourin;
farm where they ordered us to take off our
clothesand get into the dam,” he said.

Once in the water, the men were allegedly or-
dered to sing, before being assaulted with iron
pipes and sjamboks (whips). In Joharinesburg,
the South African Prisoners’ Hurfian Rights As-

Jalls In the women's prison in Pretoria, the or-
tion said, “There are jobs for whites and

soft jobs, black inmates are ngen all hard jobs.
The only office where there is a black doing

. The International Organisation for Migra-

hearing that nmnyblachouﬂlAfrmmrwented
immigrants from iother ‘African countries. |;
“There isracismamong black people themselves

— it is called xenophobia, which is hatred and
discrimination so it can be dealt with as another
form of racism,” the IOM said. “Black South

Africans— they are at best tolerated and at worst .
brutalised and marginalised... subjected to gen-
eralised stereotyping depicting them as ‘job-
stealers’; ‘women snatchers’, criminals and bor-
der-;umpcrs ” The reports of the human rights

President Thabo Mbeki.
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Africa

Wassertive partnership fol-
lowing up on increasingly
progressive stances taken by the G-
8 in past summits. Now is the time
to make a difference. No one owes
Africa a living: in the end, Africa’s
destiny is in Africa’s hands. But the
world’s richest countries must
translate into action their avowed
support for Africa’s efforts to break
out of its vicious spiral of stunted
economic growth and conflict.

Following the acknowledged policy
disasters of the eighties, the majori-
ty of African countries have imple-
mented stabilisation and adjust-
ment programmes, including liber-
alisation of prices and exchange
rates, privatisation of state enter-
prises, and public sector reforms.
Declines in per capita income have
been reversed, albeit modestly.
And, compared to fifteen years ago
when only a handful of African
countries claimed multi-party
democracies, today the reverse is
true. Moreover, independent media
and civil society organisations are
mushrooming.

Still, close to half of Sub-Saharan
Africa subsists below the poverty
line and one fifth lives in countries
affected by conflict. For Sub-
Saharan Africa to achieve the inter-
nationally agreed target of reducing
poverty by half by 2015, its
economies would have to grow by
eight per cent per annum; more
than double the rate achieved last
year,

Clearly, Africa needs to do much
more, but its development partners
also need to move faster in imple-
menting new modalities of assis-
tance, focused on commonly
agreed, Africa-led development
agenda with agreed priorities.
These include improving Africa’s
competitiveness, the structural
transformation of its economy,
diversification of output and
exports, and speeded up integration
into the new global economy. And
at the political level, governments
and citizens alike must take a far
firmer stance against corruption,
build more democratic institutions
and commit themselves to avoiding
conflict.

There must be decisive steps to
follow up the recent acceptance
that debt for the poorest countries
must be cancelled, not re-sched-
uled. The debt relief terms agreed
last year in the G-8’s Cologne meet-
ing for the Highly Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) need to be
extended to more countries and the
criteria made less stringent.

K'Y AMOAKOA ]
) & (-8 summit
‘hat Afﬁcaeqc}o‘;iofor isq&

One example is Nigeria, Africa’fs
ost populous nation, now embark-
g on bold economic and political
reforms. It is generally agreed that
Nigeria’s $31 billion debt is not
sustainable. The number of poor in
Nigeria has risen to 66 million com-
pared to 35 million a decade ago.

Though counted among the world’s
thirty poorest nations, Nigeria is nat
eligible for relief under the HIPC
initiative — one of many anomalies
that needs to be urgently corrected,
as a step towards strengthening the
nascent democratic processes now
underway. o
Second, decisive action is needed to
support Africa’s participation in
global trade, including opening up
markets in OECD countries

Third, the G-8 must send out a
clear signal that the rich countries
are committed to reversing a major
slide in concessionary finance to
poor countries. Net aid transfers
per capita have fallen sharply, from
$32 in 1990 to $19 in 1998.

Fourth, G-8 countries should sup-
port the United Nations and espe-
cially its capacity to respond speed-
ily to conflict. It is a shame that the
only institution we have for global
governance is labouring wunder
severe financial pressure at the
very moment when we need it most.
There will be neither international
peace nor interpational equity so
long as the United Nations is finan-
cially compromised.

Fifth, Africa seeks to urgently con-
front and eradicate infectious dis-
eases, especially HIV/AIDS — a
crisis in Africa of unimaginable
proportions that is already revers-
ing the continent’s fragile social
gains. The latest UNAIDS report
estimates that Africa will need $1.6
billion to $2.6 billion annually just
to contain the disease — not to men-
tion the cost of treatment for 23
million Africans already dying
from it.

Finally, Africa will be looking to
the G-8 for tangible support for
developing information technology,
a centrepiece of the summit. 1
believe that Africa can use IT to
leapfrog into the 21st century. It's
time — to quote Prime Minister
Mori — that we turn the “digital
divide™ into the “digital opportuni-

What the G-8 does regarding the
world’s neediest region should be
one of the critical barometers in
determining the Okinawa Summit’s
SuCcess.

(The author is Executive Secretary
of UN Economic Commission for
Africa)
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India should review its commitment to UN peacekeeping ope;a@gﬁs

Guns of Sierra Leone,

he predicament faced by the

Indian contingent of the Unit-

ed Nations peacekeeping

force in Sierra Leone has gen-

erated concern in India. India
is perhaps one of the few couniries
which has been a participant in UN
peacekeeping operations off and on con-
tinuously over the last 55 years of the ex-
istence of the UN. Indian military con-
tingents have functioned as UN peace-
keeping forces in Lebanon, in Gaza, in
Cyprus and in Korea in the Fifties and
the Sixties, and more recently, we have
been involved in peacekeeping opera-
tions of the UN in Cambodia, Somalia,
Mozambique, Rwanda, Haiti and lastly,
in Sierra Leone.

The 21 Indian soldiers who were
taken hostage by the anti-government
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra
Leone were released because of the me-
diation by Liberia in the last week of
June, after nearly five weeks of deten-

tion. Another 245 Indian soldiers remain -

surrounded by cadres of this same
group. Instead of being engaged in
maintaining peace, the UN peacekeep-
ing force, especially the Indian contin-
gent, is in a confrontationist predica-
ment with one of the parties engaged in
the year long civil war in Sierra Leone.
The UN security council got involved

" in the Sierra Leone crisis from QOctober

22, when the security council in its
4,054th meetmg decideéd to establish a
UN mission in Sierra Leorie to send its
military personnel there. It is also well
known that, apart from internal civil
strife, west African countries like
Liberia and Nigeria are involved in the
domestic political imbroglio of Sierra
Leone. The UN peacekeeping force is
‘commanded by an Indian general. So
India has a special role to play in devel-
opments in that country, developments
which at present are not very palatable.
‘Some historical background- and
analysis of the current developments
would be relevant. Sierra Leone has
been enmeshed in a violent civil war
since 1999. The duly constituted govern-
ment of Sierra Leone faced violent oppo-
sition from a group calling itself the
Revolutionary United Front. The levels

of violence reached such a threshold -

that the Sierra Leone government asked
for assistance from west African states.

he economic community of west

African states led by Nigeria tried

to bring the conflict to an end but
did not succeed. Consequently; the politi-
cal situation was brought to the notice of
the UN security council under chapter 6
of the UN charter which relates to the
pacific settlements of disputes in a situa-
tion where the dispute is likely to endan-
ger the maintenance of international
peace and security in that region.

The author is former foreign
secretary of india

J.N. DIXIT
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The crisis was initially sought to be
managed by a west African peacekeep-
ing force. But it did not succeed because
of the partisan and pohtlcal affinities of
the countries involved in the Sierra
Leone crisis. Consequently, the security

council took a decision to send a multi- .

national UN peacekeeping force. A little
over 13,000 troops from nearly 32 coun-
tries stand deployed under the com-
mand of the Indian general Major Gen-
eral Vijay Jaitley.

This contingent of the UN troops has
units from a number of African coun-

tries, from the Asian countries men-
tioned above and from the United King-
dom. Indian forces constitute a major
component of these UN troops, account-
ing for a little over one-fifth of the total
forces deployed. India has sent nearly
2,500 personnel for this peacekeeping op-
eration. It was the UN secretary-general
who desired an Indian to be in overall
command of the operation.

It was also the considered assess-
ment of the UN gecretariat that Indian
troops should constitute a major portion
of the UN peacekeeping contingent.
This was because of India’s long and
successful record of peacekeeping oper-
ations under the UN umbrella and, more
importantly, because of India’s credibili-
ty as an impartial entity whenever it has
been deployed by the UN for peacekeep-
ing in different parts of the world.

Unlike most previous occasions
when India sent troops for peacekeeping
operations, our troops and its comman-
der have been subjiected to controversy
and physical pressures in Sierra Leone
due to the following reasons. First and

foremost, both Sierra Leone authorities
and the rebel RUF have resiled from the
commitments which they gave regard-
ing conditions under which the UN
peacekeeping force was to operate. The
Sierra Leone government’s arrest of the
leader of the RUF, Foday Sankoh, has put
the fat in the fire.

As mentioned in the beginning, 245
Indian soldiers remain surrounded by
RUF rebels at Kailahum. While 21 Indian
soldiers taken hostage have been dis-
armed, the larger contingent of the 245
Indian soldiers are in the predicament of

‘ The crisis was initially
sought to be resolved by
a west African peace-

keeping force ,

A

a tenuous stand-off with the rebels. The
rebels have demanded the release of
their leader and their cadres in the cus-
tody of the Sierra Leone authoritiesas a
condition for lifting the siege against the
larger Indian military contingent.
Parallel to this tense drama was the
unwarranted confroversy created by the
UN secretary-general and west African
governments about the Indian.peace-
keeping force. The secretary-general
made statements which were obliquely
critical of the manner in which General
Jaitley was performing his duties and
conducting operations. The heads of
state and government of west African
countries, in a resolution adopted by the
ECOWAS asserted that the Indian com-

mander, not bemg f: 1liar with west
African conditions, Nad mismanaged
the operations and thakhe should be re-
placed by a commander from the west
African region. Even more important,
this resolution suggested that the mutli-
national peacekeeping force should be
replaced by a regional west African
peacekeeping force.

he secretary-general has made

amends for his initial criticism in

the face of strong protests from
the Indian government and military es-
tablishment. But the combined opposi-
tion of west African governments con-
tinues. A special delegation led by the di-
rector general, military operations, of
the Indian army, Lieutenant General
N.C. Vij, and consisting of representa-
tives of our defence and foreign min-
istries, is now in Sierra Leone and is pro-
ceeding to New York to get Indian mili-
fary personnel out of their present
predicament.

The discussions have been inconclu-
sive so far though the UN has demanded
their unconditional release and restora-
tion of the freedom of movement to the
peacekeeping force. The stand of the
west African governments is patently ir-
rational because it was their failure to
manage a regional crisis which resulted
in their accepting the presence of a
multinational UN peacekeeping force. It
is also clear that the UN secretariat did
not clearly define the terms of reference
of the Sierra Leone peacekeeping opera-
tions. Neither did it seek guarantees that
the disputing parties in Sierra Leone
would abide by the obligations which
they.undertook to ensure the smooth op-
eration of the UN peacekeeping force.

Major General Jaitley has acted with
consummate tact and restraint despite
the Indian forces being in danger. He has
sufficient coercive force at his command
to take corrective action against the
RUF But he has chosen the more ratio-
nal path of negotiations. It is the respon-
sibility of the UN secretary-general to
ensure that the regional forces of west
Africa do not question the credibility,
the impartiality, understanding, and
motivations of the Indian commander of
the peacekeeping force.

resolves the impasse in Sierra

Leone would be a litmus test for
the advisability and practicability of
UN peacekeeping operations to manage
internal conflict situations of member
states. Besides, despite India’s long-
standing commitment to be a partici-
pant in UN peacekeepmg operations,
our Sierra Leone experience should
make us pause to reexamine the criteria
and conditions under which India
should participate in UN peacekeeping
operations in future, especially when
no tangible interest of India is affected
by the situations into which India is
invited.

The manner in which the UN
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Boycotts mar
OAU summit ¥}’

LoME, JULY 10. The Organisation o
African  Unity (OAU) summit
opened today, marred by boy-
cotts by leading players on the
continent over alleged support
given by the hosts, Togo, to the
rebel UNITA movement in Ango-
la

Four countries have refused to
attend the 36th annual summit —
Angola, and its allies Namibia, the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
and Zimbabwe — marking a ma-
jor rift in the 53-member group-
ing. Zimbabwe’s President, Mr.
Robert Mugabe, is missing an
CAU summit for the first time in
20 years in power and officials in
Harare told AFP the reason was a
heavy workload.

But summit officials here said
they believed the Zimbabwean
President was boycotting the
event out of solidarity with his ai-
lies in the war in the DRC, and the
President of Angola, Mr. Eduardo
dos Santos.

The reason for the boycott is a
damning U.N. report which has
claimed that Togo's President,
Mr. Gnassingbe Eyadema, has
channelled support to the UNITA
rebels in Angola’s long-running
war, in return for diamonds.

The decision of the DRC Presi-
dent, Mr. Laurent Kabila, to stay
away from Lome has also taken
the conflict in the vast central
African country off the summit’s
official agenda. — AFP
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VIOLENGE & TERROR
9& How electionS‘are lost in Zﬂbij f%

UGABE won. The Zanu-PF party took 62 out of a

seats in the new Parliament. It is nothing short of a mika-
cle, considering that before the vote, independent opinion polls
were predicting over 70 seats for the opposition Movement for
Democratic Change and Mugabe’s concluding election rally
was attended by no more than 4000 people. The reasons for
this “miracle” the media says is unprecedented violence and
terror targetting the opposition campaign. This has been high-
lighted both by the EU which sent monitors and the
Commonwealth. What anybody can do about this is not clear,
since any suggestion that he relinquish power transforms
Mugabe into an anti-colonial agitator willing to use the war
veteran storm troopers led very appropriately by “Hitler”
Hunzvi, to retain control. But the results do indicate that
there has been a significant erosion of support for Mugabe
even in the countryside where land hunger is the issue. Black
workers on White farms are not too enthusiastic about the
! new order, since they won’t have much of a role in it.

What this implies for the future is difficult to tell, especially
with regard to land reforms. The MDC stands for a more
ordered settlement and Mugabe tried to strike a note of recon-
ciliation when he invited the opposition to collaborate with
him. But elsewhere, he has been vitriolic, asking White farm-
ers to either cooperate or leave the country. The question of
compensation remains undecided; if he has to face pressure,
mainly from Britain and international financial institutions,
he also has support in the region, notably from South Africa.
Trouble is, Mugabe has got hold of a real issue and is milking
it at crucial junctures of his own political career. Also, he has
now expanded the scope of his rage against White interests in
the country to include other businesses run by them, including
mining. By a happy coincidence, this is also aimed at the sup-
port the MDC, an organisation founded by the trades union,
enjoys among workers. One doesn’t know what the MDC
gameplan is, since it has to cope with the disadvantage of not
having muscle power at its disposal and it is clear that
Mugabe, despite the elections just held, is not amenable to
democratic argument. P
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<.*Zimbabwe Opposition finds new strength

MARONDERA (ZIMBABAWE), JULY 2. In one week,
Zimbabwe has become a new country. Every
section of the population has been affected by
the result of last weekend's election. This town

is an example.

Marondera is not attractive. It reminds you
faintly of a new town in England, except that
the sun shines and the streets are crawling
with secret policemen. You can tell such men
everywhere in the world by their clothes. Here,
in their sports jackets and ties the men of the
CIO look smarter and more formidable than
the average citizen. They walk down the mid-
dle of the pavement, and everyone else makes
way for them.

We went upstairs to the CIO office. A steel
grille prevented us from going in, but yet an-
other man in a sports jacket told us through
the grille that the local CIO boss wasn't there.
That was a pity, because we wanted him to
explain to us the link between the Govern-
ment, the CIO and the gangs of supposed war
veterans who have been touring the white
farms in this area, telling the farmers they
have until Monday to leave. He would prob-
ably have refused, but this being Zimbabwe,

. several white farmers have successfully asked

him for help.

Marondera is, however, as rasty as Zim-
babwe gets. The national head of the CIO
stood for the ruling Zanu-PF here, and when it
became clear that he was losing, men in police
uniforms arrived at the count, threw out ev-
eryone except the head of the iocal election
observers, and counted the votes themselves.
The CIO boss won by a small margin. As for
the chief observer, he was so terrified that he
refuses to make a report — the only constitu-
ency where this has happened.

Still, the Opposition MDC has lodged a legal
challenge to the result, and it is likely to be
upheld. Then the men in sports jackets will be
out with a will — looking for people to beat up.
At most constituencies around Marondera,
the MDC did well. We came across a small
group of men by the side of the road, and

The Zimbabwean Opposition leader, Mr. Morgan Tsvangirai, whose Movement for
Democratic Change made massive gains in the recent parliamentary polls, seen
among his supporters in Harare in this file picture.

knew they were MDC because they started
cheering when they saw us. (Zanu-PF is just as
opposed to the Western media as Mr. lan
Smith’s Rhodesia Front was in the old days).

The head of the group was very short, and
very tough. “I'm not worried, because I've got
my gang,” he said. Members of the gang
clapped and laughed and waved the red cards
which are their symbol. Suddenly, the MDC
has realised how strong it is: 57 seats in Parlia-
ment mean a lot of votes, a lot of clout and the
kind of self-confidence which simply didn't
exist in the days before the election.

Zanu-PF knows it too. The hit squads of ac-

L{ivists who are going around threatg;uing white

farmers are small in number, and slightly less
conﬂdent than they were.

At the junction of the main Marondera road
and Theydon Road, outside the town, we
came across a group of people with mobile
telephones. The boss was a sharp-witted
woman called Susan, with a mirthless laugh.
Her sidekick, Eddie Muswe, was wearing one
of those leather jackets you see only in Africa,
with panels made from every type of skin from
elephant to ostrich. Seeing us, they were deep-
ly embarrassed, and denied having anything
to do with the taiing over of farms. It was, they
said, definitely someone else. — < Telegraph
Group Limited, Lendgn, 2000



/U/GANDA / REFERENDUM FAVOURS MUSEVEN!

Voters

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JULY 2. The "‘Yes” vote
for continuance of the '‘Move-
ment Political System” in Thurs-
day's referendum in Uganda is a
clear victory for the President, Mr.
Yoweri Museveni, and his politi-
cal ideology of “non-party poli-
tics’".

As widely expected, the over-
whelming majority of those who
took part in the referendum
which, according to some reports
from Kampala, had a relatively
low voter participation, voted for
the continuance of the Movement
system, rejecting the alternative
of 1 return to the multi-party sys-
tera.

The outcome was considerably
facilitated by the ambiguous
stand of the Opposition parties
towards the whole exercise. While
formally two of these, United Peo-
ple’s Congress and the Democrat-
ic  Party ‘“boycotted” the
referendum, known leaders of
these parties were active in the
National Multiparty Referendum
Committee which sought to mo-
bilise a “No”’ vote.

Further, the UPC, DP and other
pclitical parties have never been
clear in their stand towards the
Movement system to which they
are in principle opposed but with
which they have in practice col-
lanorated. Perhaps it is not fair to
blame them entirely for their pre-
dicament in painting themselves
into a corner. They simply have
not been able to match the supe-
rinr political skills of Mr. Museve-
ni, his exploitation of the fears of
“«ectarianism, dictatorship and
mrisrule” of the years before he
came to power, content to be al-
lcwed to exist legally, but not
fu nction freely.

In practice, this has meant that
political parties are “free” to
function to the extent that they
can have offices and office-bear-
ers but not free to canvass their
views freely, or hold public meet-
ings on a political platform and
the like. Well- known political
lcaders are free to contest elec-
tions for Parliament (and many
have successfully done so) but not
in the name of their parties.

This was achieved by having
twvo Articles in the Constitution
which in practice cancel out each
other. While Article 29(1) (e) guar-
antees ‘“freedom of association ...
including the freedom to form
trade unions and political and
other civic organisations”, Article
73, dealing with “Regulations of
political organisations” virtually
negates with this provision:
notwithstanding the provision of
paragraph (e) of clause (1) of Arti-
cle 29 ... of this Constitution, dur-
ing the period when any of the
political systems provided for in
this Constitution has been adopt-
ed, organisations subscribing to
other political systems may exist
subject to such regulations as Par-
liament shall by law prescribe”.

opt for,
‘Movement system’

In other words, since the Move-
ment Political System is the “ex-
isting political system’ legitimate J
in terms of the well-known princi- |
le of necessity — after all, it is the
political heir to and voice of the
National Resistance Movement
which captured power after a pro-
tracted war in January 1986 —
“any other political system”, in-
cluding “multiparty system”,
though provided for as an alterna-
tive to the Movement system is
subjected to “‘such regulations as
Parliament shall by law pre-
scribe”. ]

|

Some comparisons and con- :
trasts in the reaction of that indef-
inable creature called ‘“the
international community” (IC) to
the conduct and outcome of the
election in Zimbabwe (24-25
Jjune) and the referendum in
Uganda (29 June), both taking
place almost at the same time, are |
instructive. In contrast to the vir- !
ulent condemnation by the Brit- !
ish Prime Minister, Mr. Tony |
Blair, his Foreign Minister, Mr. !
Robin Cook, and company, all as |
much eloquent voices of the IC as
the IC is of them, of the Zimbab- |
wean President, Mr. Robert Mu- |
gabe and the ZANU-PF, and their |
axiomatic assumption for weeks |
before the polls that the outcome ,
of the Zimbabwe elections was
bound to be rigged, the referen-
dum in Uganda whose outcome
has for long been accurately fore- '
cast in the Ugandan media has
scarcely merited attention by the !
IC. Indeed, Mr. Museveni and his |
ideology of “non-party politics”
has for long found wonderful res-
onance in the most democratic of
sensibilities of the IC, indistin-
guishable from the national inter-
ests of the Western countries,
which have also been the quickest
and the sharpest in their condem- |
nation of the “political thuggery" ,
of Mr. Mugabe. |

Another related contrast. Ugan- |
da’s (and Rwanda'’s) intervention
in support of two contending 1 J
bel factions in the conflict in the
Democratic Republic of the Con- J
go is seldom related to the eco- !
nomic  problems of these |
countries, in contrast to the caus-
al links seen between Zimbabwe's |
support, along with Angola and |
Namibia, to the DRC Govern-
ment, and their economic prob-
lems. One of the most |
underreported stories from the |
Great Lakes region is the contin- !
uing fighting between the forces
of Rwanda and Uganda deep in-
side the territory of the DRC, a sit-
uation beyond belief.

One wonders whether these
perceptions will be affected by
the ruling by the International
Court of Justice at The Hague yes-
terday, on a complaint by the
DRC, directing Uganda to with- }
draw its forces from the DRC. The .
ruling, reported by a Dutch public |
broadcasting radio service yester-
day, has not yet made to the print
media.
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{Q,\k Mugabe evasive on MDC

HARARE, JUNE 30. The Zimbabwean

. President, Mr. Robart Mugabe,

has said the seizure of more than
800 farms would begin soon, de-
spite the huge showing of the Op-
position Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) in

parliamentary elections over jie
weekend. &
“We have given notide the

' farmers during this first\phase,

notices that expire on July g, that
is Monday next week and we be-
gin the process of acquisition
thereafter,” Mr. Mugabe said yes-
terday, in an interview on nation-
al TV.

“It's going to happen,” Mr. Mu-
gabe said in the interview, in
which he remained evasive on the
question of the inclusion of oppo-
sition candidates in his Govern-
ment. Under the constitution, Mr.
Mugabe appoints the Cabinet.

“The game of election is the
game of Government,” Mr. Mu-
gabe said. “If you lose, you lose
the power to govern, and if you
win, you win the power to govern.
We have won the power to gov-
ern.”

“As to whether we will include
MDC .does not arise at the mo-
ment, because firstlr we don’t
know who they are. W: must have
a little more time to interact,” he
said. — AFP

Harassment resumes

© Telgraph reports:

Meanwhile, squatters are re-
suming their aggressve harass-
ment of farmers. Jus: two days
after Mr. Mugabe called for rec-
onciliation and ‘unity uicross race,
tribe and ethnicity’, firmers fear
that the uneasy calm a‘ter the bit-
ter and violent election campaign
is about to be shattered.

Several white farmars in the
Marondera region, south of Ha-
rare, said they had been warned
to move out of their homes by
Sunday because so-called war
veterans were going to take over
the properties next week.

“The war vets have become a

! lot more active in recer t days and

they are very hostile again,” said
one farmer.

But it was not clear whether the
squatters’ restiveness was linked
to Monday's deadline for appeals
against the government’s plan to

3

A supporter of the Opposition Movement for Democratic

Change (MDC) in Harare looks concerned as the implications
of the parliamentary elections sink in. — Reuters

resettle more than 800 farms.

The Information Minister, Mr.
Chen Chimutengwende, said the
resettlement would begin imme-
diately. ““The people who will be
resettled have already been nomi-
nated,” he said. “1t can begin next
week. The price to be paid to the
farmers can be negotiated at the
same time as the resettlement
process is going on.”

Despite overtures from Britain
and the European Union for a
‘fresh start’ in relations if Zim-
babwe returns to the rule of law,
Mr. Chimutengwende said the
Government had given up hope
of receiving foreign cash. He said
there was no need to wait for the
new Cabinet to be named by Mr.
Mugabe, whose ruling Zanu-PF
party narrowly won the election
against a strong challenge by the
Opposition Movement for Demo-
cratic Change.

But there were signs of growing
divisions within Zanu- PF on
Thursday after it lost scores of
seats in the weekend elections.
Independent papers quoted new
MPs as saying Mr. Mugabe should
step down.

Many Ministers fear that con-
tinued turmoil over land could
wreck the agriculture-based
economy. The party chairman,
Mr. John Nkomo, said land re-

form should now be carried out
‘in a sober manner’ according to a
programme agreed in 1998.

Some farmers suspect that Mr.
Mugabe wants to rush the land
seizures before Parliament is con-
vened and can challenge them.
“Mugabe cannot back down
without losing face, and a big man
like him cannot lose face,” said
one farmer.

The swift redistribution of land
might also help to fend off p-es-
sure from squatters, whose sys-
tematic intimidation of farm
workers and political opponents
was vital to the ruling party’s vic-
tory.

Intriguingly, Mr. Chimuteng-
wende said he expected the
squatters to ieave the more than
1,000 farms they were occupying
as soon as the resettlement be-
gins.

The Government's comments
caused dismay at the Commercial
Farmers’ Union. It had hoped for
an orderly land reform pro-
gramme to be adopted after the
emotions of the election cam-
paign had passed.

“This is very worrying, partic-
ularly because we have offered
about 200 farms to Government.
which has shown no interest in
them,” said the CFU’s spokes-
man, Mr. Jerry Grant.
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By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JUNE 3. It is nearly a year since the
Democratic Republic of the Congo Ceasefire
Agreement, the so-called Lusaka Accord,
which ‘was intended to bring to an end the
conflict in the DRC, was signed.

After protracted negotiations involving all
the major parties to the conflict, the accord
was signed first by the five countries involved
in it, (the DRC and its allies Angola, Namibia
and Zimbabwe; and Rwanda and Uganda
which had intervened in support of two rebel
factions) on July 10, 1999; and by the two prin-
cipal rebel factions, the Congolese Rally for
Democracy and the Movement for the Liber-
ation of the Congo, on August 31, 1999.

The complicated peace process — spelt out
in an elaborately drawn up ‘Calendar for the
implementation of the ceasefire agreement’
spread over a full year — envisaged ‘cessation
of hostilities’ to take effect within 24 hours of
the signing of the accord, grandly denoted in
the accord as D-Day. The timetable had two
other crucial components. One, the ‘Begin-
ning of the National Dialogue’ (D-Day plus45
days), with a deadline for the completior of

such a ‘national dialogue’ also set (D-Day plus
90 days) immediately after which there was to
be ‘Establishment of New Institutions’.

Secondly, the accord provided for the ‘De-
ployment of U.N. Peacekeeping Mission’ (D-
Day plus 120 days). Other deadlines spelt out
were disarmament of armed groups and or-
derly withdrawal of all foreign forces; verifica-
tion of monitoring;
re-establishment of state administration; dis-
armament of
non-military personnel; and finally measures
to normalise the security situation along the
international borders.

Each of these carefully spelt out measures
has a bearing on the perceived territorial and
security interests of the state of the DRC as
well as of Rwanda and Uganda.

The fact is that none of these deadlines, not
even the very first one, has been met on the
ground. There are reports almost every day of
hostilities between the government forces and
the rebels, as well as between various rebel
factions.

It is in this context that one has to view the
extreme caution that is heing exercised by
South Africa in respect of its pledge to contrib-
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ute to the U.N. peacekeeping force fn the DRC.
This, with an envisaged strength of p little over
5,500, which should have been in place at the
beginning of this year, is still in the process of
being put together. The frequent reports in
recent days that South African forces are ready
to leave for the DRC were described by a de-
fence department spokesperson two days ago
as ‘speculative’.

The status of the ‘national dialogue’ too is
mired in uncertainty. The former President of
Botswana, Sir Ketumile Masite, named as the
‘facilitator’ for this dialogue by the OAU, has
made little headway. (He had some problems
soon after his appointment even in travelling
freely in the DRC.)

According to an agency report from Kinsha-
sa, the preparatory meeting he has called for
in Cotonou, Benin, next week is likely to be
boycotted by the DRC which has consistently
refused to sit together with the rebels, though
ever ready to talk with their backers, Rwanda
and Uganda.

African solutions for African problems, to

use the current cat arase, seem still far
away. .




NEW DELH!, JUNE 7. The Govern-
ment today denied media reports
that 400 Indian peace- keepers
have been detained by the rebels
in Sierra Leone.

Explaining the ground situa-
tion, the Army headquarters, in a
statement, said that there was a
stand-off between the 213 Indian
soldiers and the 11 military ob-
servers and the forces of the Revo-
lutionary United Front (RUF) at
Kailahun in Sierra Leone. These
troops belonged to a battalion of
the Gorkha Rifles.

Twenty-three Indian soldiers,
however, continued to be de-
tained, but have now been shifted
from Kuiva to a ‘brigade head-
quarter’ of the RUF at Pendembu.

Representatives of the Indian
contingent in Sierra Leone had
established direct contact with
the RUF. An Indian company
commander spoke to the RUF
field commander, Brigadier Issa
Sesay. Brigadier Sesay acknowl-

| edged the “positive and impartial

contribution” of the Indian
peace-keepers in Sierra Leone
and based on his orders, vehicles
of the Indian battalion which
were carrying rations but de-
tained at Kailahun were immedi-
ately released. He assured that the
Indian battalion vehicles in future

_Detention of soldiers’,
in SierramLeo\Qe d

By Our Special Correspondent gould not be held up.

nied

The release of the
troops was also likely after Briga-
dier Sesay discussed the matter
with his brigade commander.

The statement pointed out that
the chances of the release of the
Indian soldiers had brightened af-
ter these discussions.

Sources here said that Indian
troops have been posted in the
difficult diamond mining area in
eastern Sierra Leone. The Sierra
Leone Government was keen to
establish complete control over
this area. The RUF, on the con-
trary, is determined to hold
ground as the resources generat-
ed by the diamond trade are used
for the procurement of its arms
and ammunition.

Rules out sending emissary
UNI reports:

Meanwhile, the Government
today ruled out sending any emis-
sary to Sierra Leone for negotiat-
ing the release of 23 soldiers and
hoped for their early release.

An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said that the force
commander in Sierra Leone was
negotiating with the RUF local
commander for their release.
“The Indian Government consid-
ers this as a positive move,” he
said.
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/Fresh fighting in
Horn of Aj_[icgak

ASMARA, JUNE 8. Ethiopia and

trea today said fighting had bro-
ken out in the southern desert
close to the Red Sea port of As-

sab, as peace talks aimed at end- \{
ing the border conflict limped on

with no sign of a breakthrough.

Each side accused the other of :
provoking the latest bout of |
fighting, and each said it had in- .

flicted heavy casualties on the
enemy. “The (Ethiopian) regime
launched an attack on the left
flank of the front yesterday late
afternoon involving two bri-
gades,” Eritrea’s Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement today.
“The attack was repulsed with
the Ethiopian army suffering
losses. Ethiopia has again
launched a similar attack in th
same area this morning.” ,e\‘
Ethiopia’s account was eh&tl
the opposite, claiming that Eri-

trea had initiated hostilities on |

Tuesday evening. “During the
course of the fighting, the Ethio-
pian defence forces trashed Eri-
trean troops, causing heavy
damage,” it said in a statement.
“Despite  being extremely
weakened by the Ethiopian de-
fence forces on Tuesday night,
the Eritrean army last evening
once again instigated conflict,
but their feeble attempt was
quickly crushed by Ethiopian
forces.” After a string of unsuc-
cessful attempts at mediation,
Ethiopia last month reignited the
two-year-old war between the
Horn of Africa neighbours with a
massive offensive that took its
army deep into western Eritrea.
— Reuters :
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ﬁdian soldiers
disarmed, takg/nf
hostage in y
Sierra Leone v\

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Peace-keeping in
Sierra Leone has been no cakewalk
for the 21 Indian soldiers who were
disarmed and taken hostage on
Thursday by the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) in Pendembu.
The RUF had earlier forwarded a
set of demands to the UN for their
release. The details of the RUF’s
demands are notkmown. { (/] \.-

These Indian peace-keepers| sent
on a UN mission, had been held
since Tuesday by the RUF ‘and
were awaiting their release. Eqrlier,
they were armed and negotiations
were on with the local commander,
Issa Sesay, In fact, a spokesmag of
the external affairs ministry lad
earlier said India was confident of
their early release. o

Two officers, one JCO and 18
jawans are among those held
hostage. Originally, there were 23 of
them, but two of the soldiers es-
caped in a vehicle ‘borrowed’ from
the rebels. Whether this triggered
the disarming of the rest still held
by the RUF is not known. The es-
cape of the two soldiers has jeopar-
dised the release of the rest of the
group.

Whatever the reason for the dis-
arming, New Delhi is furious. The
task for the UN mission in Sierra
Leone is peace-keeping, which is
not a combat situation and should
not ordinarily have put the lives of
Indian soldiers in danger. Peace en-
forcement missions can sometimes
lead to exchange of fire, but the
mission to Sierra Leone should
have carried no unwarranted risks.

As per the rules, UN troops are
seen as neutral forces, not involved
in war, and hence should not be tak-
en hostage.

The government is taking this is-
sue very seriously and has already
got in touch with the UN.

THE TIMES OF iNpi
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/No quick end to Sierra Leone crisis

A

i?
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10. With Xn ian
peacekeepers taken hostage in
Sierra Leone, it is now becoming
clear that there are no quick fixes
to bring the impasse in the West
African State to an early end.

While the United Nations will
have to show immediate resolve
to get the hostages released, it will
have to reevaluate the conditions
that will yield a durable solution
to the crisis in the resource-rich

State. N

In fact, the U.N.’s ultimate suc-
cess would depend on how quick-
ly it can curb the country’s
clandestine diamond trade. Be-
sides, a breakthrough in stopping
Sierra Leone’s civil war would al-
so depend on how quickly a polit-
ical deal, which gives the key rebel
groups a greater say in the gov-
ernment, can be fixed.

By Atul Aneja

Analysts here point out that a
basic flaw in the last year’'s Lome
power-sharing accord, which
temporarily brought Sierra le-
one’s key rebel groups together, is
responsible for the current blood-
shed. The U.N. sponsored accord,
in which the U.S. and U.K. played

a key role, did not give enough
powers to the€ Revolutionary Unit-

ed Front (RUF), a key player, led
by Mr. Foday Sankoh.

Unhappy with the power-shar-
ing deal, Mr. Sankoh's RUF once
again trained its guns on the Gov-
ernment forces, resulting in grea-
ter pressure on the 13,000 strong
U.N. peacekeeping force, in-
charge of supervising peaceful
adherence to the Lome accord.
Britain has also stepped in to keep
the accord intact. But with the
memories of its disastrous partici-
pation in Somalia still alive, the
U.S. has decided to stay away mil-
itarily. The Congress has also con-
strained a U.S. activist role for
overseas U.N. tasks.

The RUF’s control over the dia-
mond mines in the country’s east
has become a major hurdle in
reigning it. Diamonds, which are
sold for buying arms, are routed
through neighbouring Liberia.
Flushed with arms, the RUF con-
tinues to pose a major challenge
to the U.N. peacekeepers as well
as the British forces, the bulk of
whom, in any case, are on their
way out from the country. Britain,
however, has positioned two of its
warships in the hope that gun-
boat diplomacy may discourage
the RUF from staging a come-
back. The RUF has been driven
out of capital Freetown and the

government forces have retaken
the strategic town of Lunsar, gate-
way to the diamond mines of the
east.

The future of the U.N. peace- ;
keeping mission in Sierra Leone
will in large measure, depend on
the success of complex interna-
tional efforts to curb illegal dia-
mond trade. The British Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Robin Cook, who
was in Sierra Leone earlier this
week, is now seeking an interne-
tional embargo on diamond sales.

Implementing an embargo may
not be easy and would require the
cooperation of leading compa-
nies engaged in diamond trade. In
fact, one of the roads which
brings Sierra Leone’s diamonds to
the outside wor{d ends in Mum-
bai. i\

The key to curbing this trade is
neighbouring Lileria. The U.S.,
more than Britain\, can influence
the Liberian President, Mr. Char-
les Taylor. It was U.S. influence
on Liberia that resulted in RUT's
participation in the Lome accord.
The U.S. special envoy to Africa,
Mr. Jesse Jackson, who reportedly
enjoys a close personal equation
with Mr. Taylor, who is connected
to Mr. Foday Sankoh, brought the
RUF to the negotiating table.
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the clutches of the Revolutionary

United Front guerilldg in Sierra Leone. The safety of the
21 Indian troops who have ndy been disarmed by the RUF men
is in the hands of the UN which can no longer find refuge in
rhetoric, and has to step up the efforts to secure the release of the
soldiers. India has taken the correct position by maintaining that
the safety of its men who were sent as part of the UN peacekeep-
ing forces in the region, is the responsibility of the august body
which has lost its efficacy as an independent and autonomous
organisation over the years. India’s permanent representative at
the UN, Kamlesh Sharma has got in touch with the UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan. Mr Annan reportedly shares Delhi’s out-
rage and concern but rhetoric cannot replace action, and the UN
must now step up efforts to get the hostages released. The RUF
men are desperate and are quite capable of resorting to any means
to get their end. The recovery of mutilated bodies of Zambian
troops is an indication that the guerillas are prepared to go to any
lengths. They have made four demands which are far reaching
and unacceptable. They want the negotiation process for the res-
olution of the civil war to be revived and the ECOWAS mandate
to be fully implemented; two, they have demanded the release of
Moday Sankoh; three, the release of all RUD personnel and col-
laborators and four, that Major General V K. Jaitley -who is the
Indian commander of the 11,000 strong Unamsil forces, forward
their demands to all concerned. The UN has, predictably, reject-
ed the demands saying that there can be no negotiations without
the unconditional release of the hostages. This, is of course, the
correct official position to take but it does not change the plight
of the Indian soldiers and their families back in India. The RUF,
A rag-tag army controls more that two thirds of this West African
country. It has been holding the 21 soldiers for over five weeks,
with little to no reaction from Delhi or the UN. The soldiers were
being referred to as detainees until their arms were taken away
from them. They are now officially recognised as hostages, with
Dethi now approaching the UN to secure their release. Over 200
soldiers have been similarly restricted at Kaliahum, and recent
developments now show that they are also prisoners. Officially
this has been denied as they still have their arms, but then their
movements have been similarly restricted by the RUF which bas
sealed off all the roads leading to the Indian troops position. Sig-
nificantly the UN did not issue a single statement of protest,
despite the fact that the Indians have been detained for over a
month now. A joint team of Indian defence and foreign office
officials is in Freetown to oversee the developments, but even
this was sent several weeks after the crisis began. Clearly neither
the UN nor the Indian government took the situation seriously,
and have responded only after the RUF has taken the arms from
the hostages. So what could have been handled a little more eas-
ily, perhaps, in the initial stages has been left to grow into a cri-
sis which now neither India nor the United Nations has any clue
how to handle. India which has sufficient border problems of its
own can certainly not afford to use valuable officers and men for
a war which is not its own. And the UN will have to pay more
than lip service to the issue to convince Delhi that it does have its
interests at heart.
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Some of the recent

decisions of the
South African A
Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission’s amnesty
committee raise
the question whether
the whole process
takes into
consideration
the victims’
sensitivities, says
M. S. PRABHAKARA.

OME OF the recent

decisions of the Truth

and Reconciliation

Commission’s amnesty
committee raise the question
whether the whole process
takes into consideration the
victims' sensitivities.

Last week, the so-called super
spy of the apartheid regime,
Major Craig Williamson, and his
deputy, Mr. Jerry Raven, were
granted amnesty in the case of
the parcel bomb murder of
Ruth First in Maputo,
Mozambique (August 17, 1982),
and of Jeanette Schoon and her
six-year-old daughter, Katryn, in
Lubango, Angola (August 28,
1984). Major Williamson
commanded the operation and
Mr. Raven put together the
bomb.

Loyal and committed fighters
of the liberation movement,
neither Ruth First nor Jeanette
Schoon (far less her child} were,
however, actively involved in
the armed struggle against the
apartheid regime — the
rationale offered by Williamson
and many other amnesty
applicants to justify their
killings — at the time of their
murder. The testimonies of the
victims’ families during the
amnesty hearings showed that
the perpetrators were motivated
not by any political objectives
but by personal hatred; in the
case of Ruth First, also by the
failure to successfully target her
husband, Mr. Joe Slovo, then
General Secretary of the South
African Communist Party and
chief of staff of Umkhonto
weSizwe.

Further, the testimony of
Major Williamson did not meet
the two other crucial
requirements for grant of
amnesty: full disclosure of all
the relevant facts in the case;
and establishment of

A file picture of the former South African Security Police chief, Mr. Eugene de Kock, with his

e truth is it anyway?

legal advisors at a Truth and Reconclliation Commission hearing in 1998.

‘proportionality’, that is, the act
for which amnesty is being
sought should be proportional
to the ‘political objective’ to
achieve which it was
committed.

Major Williamson'’s case is an
extreme one and has attracted
attention only because of the
high profile of both the
perpetrator and his victims. But
there are numerous other cases
of amnesty granted where the
requirements have not been
fulfilled. Crude and racially-
motivated murderers have,
literally, got away with murder.

Indeed, the amnesty process
seems to be proceeding to a
similar denouement in respect
of another high-profile
apartheid assassin, Mr. Eugene
de Kock, convicted murderer
serving two life sentences and a
further 212 years in prison on
various charges including
murder, conspiracy to murder,
assault and fraud. He has
already received amnesty for
some (relatively) minor crimes;
and were he to be granted
amnesty for the two murders
for which he got two life
sentences, he may well walk
free soon — as his lawyer
recently hoped.

All this, while painful, is not
surprising. For, the provision in
the Interim Constitution under
the heading, “National unity
and reconciliation” makes it
clear that such legislation as set

up the TRC should be enacted
primarily to enable the granting
of amnesty “in respect of acts,
omissions and offences
associated with political
objectives and committed in the
course of the conflicts of the
past”; and hopes grant of
amnesty will “advance such
reconciliation and
reconstruction”.

However, such reconciliation
seems nowhere in sight, let
alone between victims and
perpetrators but even in respect
of the TRC process itself. Nearly
two years since the publication
of the TRC Report, controversy
surrounds even the
recommendations for interim
reparations, let alone the larger
scheme for more
comprehensive individual
reparation grants.

The release on April 13, this
year, of an oral history of South
Africa’s tormented past, in the
shape of six compact discs
incorporating some of the most
harrowing testimonies before
the TRC, was the occasion for a
commissioner of the TRC, Ms.
Yasmin Sooka, to pose some
telling questions regarding the
implementation of the
recommendation for reparation
and rehabilitation of victims.
More recently, in article
published in a Sunday
newspaper, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu spoke of
“insensitive comments being
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made by some Government
spokespersons’’ regarding the
TRC's recommendations for
monetary reparation, only one
of a range of measures
proposed by the TRC. He also
noted that while there was
disagreement on how much to
spend on reparations, ‘“‘money
already allocated is going
unspent for lack of a decision
on how to spend it".

While the total funds required
for implementing the TRC’s
recommendations on individual
reparation grants, intended to
benefit an estimated 22,000
victims, are Rands 447,400,000
annually; or over the six years
envisaged for such support,
Rands 2,864,400,000, as an
interim measure, the Report
also recommended urgent
interim recommendations
involving modest one-off
payments of between Rands
2,000 and Rands 2,500 to the
designated victims. The money
was to be met by the
President’s Fund. To meet this,
the Budget allocated Rands 100
million to the President’s Fund
in 1998-99 and Rands 200
million in 1999-2000. However,
only Rands 32 million had been
paid as of March this year to
about 10,000 persons. Over and
above all, the Justice
Department is yet to spell out
its Final Reparation Policy and
what it proposes to do on the
TRC recommendations in this
regard. -
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Fres Ethiopian

Eritrea accepts

peace plan
REUTERS ) (g

ADDIS ABABA, June 10. —
Ethiopia launched a new
attack on Eritrea today, hours
after the latter said it had
accepted an internationally-
brokered peace plan.

Ethiopia attacked the towns of
Gulyj and Tesseney at 4 a.m,,
“in line with instructions to
deal decisively with attacks
made by the Eritrean army,”
the Ethiopian government’s
spokeswoman, Ms Selome
Taddesse, said in a statement.
Both sides also reported heavy
fighting today near Eritrea’s
Red Sea port of Assab, in the
south-east of the country,
where Eritrea said Ethiopia
had launched an “all-out”
assault yesterday.

The latest fighting raises
doubts on whether Ethiopia
wants peace with its northern
neighbour, despite declaring
that the war was over last
week.

Late yesterday, Eritrea said it
had accepted ceasefire propos-
als from the Organisation of
African Unity to end the two-
year-old war, after peace talks
got over in Algiers. But Ethi-
opia has not yet responded. Its
team in Algiers, headed by its
foreign minister, Mr Seyoum
Mesfin, was expected to give

The Eritrean foreign minis
Mr Haile Woldensae, said
OAU's proposals called for an
Ethiopian troop withdrawal to
positions they held before hos-
" tilities broke out in 1998. '
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an answer by noon today. (
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" Mess in Sierra Leone ~

NOTWITHSTANDING UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s
pledge to give the “highest priority” to the release of the cap-
tured Indian soldiers in Sierra Leone, it is doubtful if any firm
measures will soon be taken. The reason is that the world body .
is seemingly clueless about its next move in a highly volatile sit-
uation. India, too, does not seem to have acted with adequate
caution, considering that even when there was considerable
uncertainty about the fate of the kidnapped soldiers, New Delhi
did not hesitate to send a fresh batch of troops. The move may
have been in keeping with India’s long-standing role in such
ventures, but the policy makers would have been better advised
to take greater account of the new dangers involved in today's
war zones, It is precisely the fear of getting caught in a situation
'| over which an outside force has no control that has made the
US refuse to participate in peace missions after several of its
troops were killed in Somalia, Wﬂ‘ X\f‘ \ﬂé

The other permanent members of the UN § cu\,ity ouncil
show a similar reluctance. Britain, for instance, did send its
troops to Sierra Leone, but mainly to evacuate its own and
other foreign nationals. After its latest experience, India should
be similarly choosy. The chances of getting trapped in a messy
situation is particularly high in Africa because there it is usual-
ly a question not so much of maintaining peace as of keeping
two warring groups apart. Peace can only be ensured if both
sides desire it. In the African countries, however, at legst one of
them is always intent on continuing the fight,

What makes it all the more difficult for an intdrvenfionist
force is unfamiliarity with the terrain, the language and thi local
politics. Moreover, since the peace-keepers are usually lightly
armed, it makes them an easy prey for the battle-hardéned
rebels. Unfortunately, there is so much weariness in the rest of
the world about the news of wars and civil strife pouring out of
Africa that the capture of a group of Indians is largely ignored.
India should be wary, therefore, about committing its troops for
duty in unknown trouble spots without first making a thorough
appraisal of the pros and cons of the situation.
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ADDIS ABABA, June 12. —
Ethiopia’s government has said
it agreed in principle to a peace
plan already accepted by
Eritrea, its enemy in a two-
year border war, but deferred a
formal decision to its Parlia-
ment and Cabinet.

“Ethiopia remains committed
to ensuring a lasting and sus-
tainable solution to the conflict
and has agreed in principle to
the proposals put forward in
Algiers,” the government said
in a statement issued late yes-
terday.

Eritrea accepted the proposals
on Friday after the 11-day
peace talks in the Algerian cap-
ital, Algiers, brokered by the
Organisation of African Unity.

Mediators said on Saturday
that both sides had agreed to
the plan in principle, but there
had been no word from

REUTERS

_Ethiopia (\)fays
*Eritrea peace

1 Ethiopia’s government until
: the statement.

The Algerian justice minister,
Mr Ahmed Ouyahia, said on
Saturday that he hoped a
ceasefire deal would be signed
in Algiers by next weekend.
The deal calls for both sides to
withdraw to positions held
before hostilities began two
years ago and for a UN force to
be deployed in a 20-km buffer
zone till international arbitra-
tors demarcate their 1,000-km
border.

Ethiopia’s Parliament, which
is dominated by the ruling
party, is in session, but it was
unclear when it would consider
the peace proposal. The state-
ment said there was continued
fighting on Sunday at the east-
ern and western fronts. It said
that Ethiopian forces had cap-
tured a number of prisoners of
war, military hardware and
munitions.




ek uondvfa ue wi suesygndoy oy
01 1ppoj [puonippe apiaord 01 s) juem s
~OWwd(] oYyl pue uonenswUIWpE ay) furny 1se|
S ‘WISOILD 1apun JuUILod 3jo1 g [} 8y} pue
suonetado Fuidsayoorad ynay “Anunos 1’Y)
Ul JuawaIas [euly Aue jo jred aq jouued yoy
-ues§ 1A 1Ry (2)eUSS 9Y1) ssa1duor) ploy sey
uoneysIWpe uoiul) 9y ‘suonerddo auos
B1I31S 03 3ulpuny a|qeus o) {eap e jo Led sy

TeUnQL) SaWLD 1BM © DI0§Oq YOy
-ueg 1y se yans aidoed 3uiBuiiq jo ey useqy
OS[e SBY QIO 'SO[®S puOWERp JUNSIPUR
ganoayy Surpuny 03 $$9008 waL Auap o) uaye)
9Q 01 DARY PIIOM SIIMSBIW Y8NO0) JWOS U0y
-01( 3¢ 0} SeM S[agaI JNY Y] JO QUOGNIR] A3
JL 1Y) Bopt oY) awed syl yaim Buoly 000‘cl
Jo pasg pasutoyine wasard ayy wioyy 00g 91
01 U0V} BLIDIG Ul 3310) "N'[ 9y Jo y8uans
posudusd  utellyg dPom Ise]

N Q,
(R3¢ Y]

‘UMO00L Ul sBuly) Jo awayos Suidiawe
Yl W 3fo1 S I3PR3] Y 9Y) Uo postel useq
JARY S)QNOP SNOLI3S ‘)0B} U] "YOYURS "IN U0
.duan(uy,, pey uoiSuIysesy 10 NOPLO'| YoM

9Uu097 e.LRIS uo Hodad w__\..m__

c:mwy.w pasiel osje sl
npno oy ul sopdoyine | oy, pagjea-os Aq
pa019a sem satisoyaoead paddeuppy jo aseajal
9Y) U0 pIpgdE 9yl UOIYSE] Yl Ul JUSPIAD SBM
OYURG ABPO] “IAl JO JUOL panuf Areuonny
-0ADY 9Y] JO SYURL aY) UIGIIM J3PIO OU ST 213Y)
ey, "9J11)S [IAID JO 9PBIAP B AJIROU 1))k 3U0I']
BLIDIS Ul 13PIO0 JO dOUB[(UUS B 2101SAI 0) SABM
1e BUD{0O] OS[e 31E "S°( Y PUL UIRILIY SB YINS
founoy Ainoss ayy i sromod toleur sy
| UTen
[1m 92105 s1y1 oym uo suonsanb aie aay; ‘uon
-daoxa oy uBy AN aY) BIoW SaN[RAO] Sunyiys
Yim 1ng ‘ea10§ | Sutureny,, 2uons-gg v guiaes)
ale ysnug ayj -epuade syun Suidsaysorad
‘N'1 24} UO OS[e INg UMO33I{ Ul JUAULOT
-1aua [eoRtod a(iSely oyt A{uo 10U Junodse ojuy
sael JeqIi8arents 3unsey e 10j pasu juadin ue
51 93041 M Yy Jo pus a1 Aq U0 BLIAIG
JABI| 01X URWWOY) Ysuug aygl yum
&Dm ‘PIes s[ I ‘spred ay)
€o 10U I BNS aalsuapjo pautod e ‘ydnoys
jusuow ayy 1y Jauuosiad ‘N o1 snyd pgg
3y} papuno.Lms aAeYy oym sfaqar ayy aduaeyod

0] NDIXI a1 Uo

oy uontsod e ut a1 oym sdood) Ny suoipe
-leq OM) ISEI] TR ALk 219Y) 1Y) MAIA/ ST al1aL))
‘aaueIsul 1o ‘Jpuuosiad N} a1 jo asealal
9JBS 911 21NI3$ 0] SABM UO SI MOU SN0 3Y ],
unyeqiey jo pjoy
-3UOLS [9RL 04 UT P[AY 21T SI9AISSO POULIE
-un g1 pue siadaayaoead pauie pgg 1ayjoue
‘NQULpUad 01 BAM() JO UMO) 81} WO} PIACIU
BUldq 1914B U BLIDIG WIS U ploy 8ur
-9q a1e s1adeayeorad ueipu] 1z a1y OSBRI
119y} 31nd9s 0 Uo a1k suonenofau pue sa010j
12991 Aq pray 8waq axe — vipuj woy Apsow
— s1adasxeorad suonen parun goz ARLEIN
‘1omb Ajpanear st uoneu ues
-HJV Pojqnon ays ur uoneniis syl ley; st alay
MILA [BDLHO Y mou dygnd apew 3¢ pinom
1odar ayy i 183D 10U SL I 1AMoLy Jiodod
& Buisijeuny jo $50001d ous Ul S| puE Y104 MoN
01 paurnjal sey sjuswdopadp dWOsa[Gnosn
Alaa awos Jo dozpyoeq ay isurede uonenys
O{) $SISSB 01 U0V | BLIAIG 0] JUIM [DIYM Wea)
SUONEBN Pallu(] oYyl "£T INAC ‘SNOILYN Q3LINN

v (3 fwemseuysLoy regpus Ag
M___u_ wea} ‘NN

M




[edisdoue Iy3 IO
SAlJBU 9] 001 225UM ‘BdlIJV 1IN0
pug eiqruexf ul sorddir eanejwl
Ul P93dopIel 3q Os[e sIy) pno) ‘sio
-39 woiy Judwasour Jed-£doo e Fug
-Feinosus sapisaq ‘rea0 way) Sumye)
pue swrej oapym Furpeaul sood Jeins
juagredun oYy Jo 2I0W 0} POf sey
§14., "uonesuadwos Jnoyim pue uorj
-gurgpoold Aq sULIB] POUMO-0)IM T4
0} dn 2z1es 01 juspisard ay; aof(e
03 juopas pepuowie useq sey PY
uonisinboy pue Sy 18yl 91edIpul
olereyy woiy syrodar 3saie] oYL,
. 'S¥0B[q UOH[IU QT 9y Inoqe uey
19131 ‘A13UN0d Y3 UI SWIBY 931UM [B10
-Iounuiod 981v] 08 10 (OO‘p SY} MOQe
UISDUOD SIY (8 AYym Iopuom Syov(q
UBOMQBQUIIZ ‘SAI[TWBY [eInI (00°LL
JO JuswajIIasar oy Joy ‘oseyd sy
uy pa3efire) oq 03 a18 ‘5[8S 10} PAISfJO
Ajiagunioa uosq pey 18Y) swey 071
opnOUl pInom YoM ‘sarwiosy uof|
-[iux 8 AJuQ *a1qusaBip A[ises a1ow J
a)viy pus ssasoxd uonisinbor ayy no
2o8dy 03 2q 0) sieadde assofiey suy
jo pefgo dyj Swwerford juswap
1058
Jo eseqd uopdasur oy3 Joy jroddns
[eOUY9Q) punj o3, JANN U3 y8norys
sI8{[Op UONJIE ® apiao1d 0} paploap
pey SN oYyl pue udpamg ‘AMION
‘SPUBISYION 93 3By} Ivak 15B] LB\
ur peuodar sem 31 pus ‘Supjuiyiel
swos ueaq Apueredde sey areyl
‘SULIBY Y o3 Jo uonisinbor o)

. 9ouruy 03 passpyo sem diey 33950U0D

S| Inq ‘spiom Sulj “suonedidwod
9]qepjoat 0} pus| AW 3 JO §59%01d
oApeynsuod pus pojesdojuy. ‘Jusred
sty ® Jo Mrud oq prnoys, ‘spjoyssnoy
000'0/T 911198 03 J3PIO U ‘518K 94} JO
poptad B 10A0 103068 SumiLie] [RIdISW

w00’ oyess-o81e] oyl WOJ saIBIIeY

w.

ol 9y s1inboe o3 [esodoid sjusw
*ouIoA08 oY) 18yl POPUSWIWLOIaL SAl
- wgyueserdal g SYJ '$1S00 OIWOU0Id

pue [e1008 JO swzal ut ydiy aq pnom
SISI3 opIsumop, ay) se sAneu of,
0} JOU dMJBQUIIZ PASIAPR J0109IIp A1)
~Unod 8, UBE PHOM Y3 8661 ‘19qUIs)
-deg uy souarsyuo) SIoUO(d ® IV
*JNO USALIP 5BM MOU-MOUY pue sy
-3odXo 93IyM J1 I5INS PINOM AWIOU0D9
oY) I8y, 'pue[ jou pue ‘sqof pojuem
syo8lq lood oY) JeYJL 'SSIUOID SIY
03 u2AIf usaq pey pajeosyuos Apesie
swey 3Y) Jey] ‘Sz pue pg sung of
P} mzmcozﬂo% [easuad a1 103 UON
-eredaxd ur uSedures jsyndod e uo
psyoune| 1 JUSPISAIJ oY1 1Y} SI9YI0
Aq parenursul uaaq sey I ‘pue] 2y} Jo
SMB] PUB UONMIIISUOD) 9Y) 0} dI3Ype
pInoM oy 3Byl juswalels  Jeroyjo

ANV MIAHL Y01 AV

PuUB WIOJOX Pue] §,9MqBQUIZ

pue orqnd, & pansst ay ssajun pasip
-1edosl 9q pnos pung sy} wWoIj UeO]
e 107 uoneorndde samqequirz 18yl 29
-e8njA JuepIsaxg 03 Ajenbijqo poisas
-8ns JNT 2y3 jo Iopaxp SuSeuewr
oy} ‘@661 Ur Alteq ‘suopninsul (el
-ueUY [BUOHBUISIUI 33 AQ pUR PIIOM
UI91SoM 3y} £Q UOIRUWSPUOD juels
-ul payaw sIyy, suosiaoxd s jusw
-oidur 03 A31a108 JO ArInjj B passsu
-31m 9ARY $189A JO 91dnoo Ise] Ay ng
"y uomsinboy pue] oyl Jo ‘7661
ur ‘afessed oy 1038 UsA9 aw Juoj
B I10] ‘IoAemoy ‘ouop seam Sumpon
‘uonde
JudWIUISA0F 9sI0A31 0) spunoIf Aue
aAery jou pnom safpnf 1eyy os ‘o[qemd
-nsnf-uou uopesuadwods Jo wnjuenb
oy} oyew 0] ‘padueld 2q PINOM SME]
jueas(ar oyj ‘Aressasou jj uswdo /
-[9a9p axmyonmsesyur Aue 10] sdeyrod
ydooxa ‘i 103 Suided 1noyym oeq
11 a¥e} 0} 1adoid pue ySu s10je10y)
sem 37 -uonwsuadwos ou Jo o
YA WY} WOy uafols A[[Rnidia uaag
pRY pue] SIy3 ‘[v 10V S10Iseduw
119y} Jo pue syl yorq 108 03 pajurm
mou poured Temo[oo ayl uunp ssoj
<pUB[ P2IIPUSI §ROB[Q UBIMqBRQUIZ
3y 1) ysng of1090) 1uapIsarg 301A
S-uayl syl proy Apjueyy sy ‘amsA
SUIMO[jO] QYT *dUOP JOU Sum SIYI Ing
‘spue] 11ay3 Jo uonsinboe a3 10§ 1973
-18s Aym oyl desuadwos o3 spuny
£1885900U 213 amgequilz AIT pjnom

Juawinioaof ysuug oyl jeyy painsse

usaq pey 9y YL 861 ‘AIwnigag

peay A[[eUlj et SaInseaw Jo 198 © jo
uondope oYy ur PaInsal 3u3IAFUC)
9SNOL] 19IsedUET Sumnsus oy, ‘UONIE
[eipawal oye} 03 Apuejon[or 92ide
01 JoUd3ey ], 101eFIRIA IDISIUIA] W]
pojedwod JULWUISACD JO SPESH
I[E3MUOWIRIO.) A} SIYm ‘exesnT ul
GL-INDOOHD, 18 swed jurod Sururng
oy ‘snbiquiezop pue eruezug], oy
SOLIIUNOS UedLyY Juspuadapur A[mau
‘onsizedwds jo yroddns uado a3 M
‘s1eak Auewr 10} pafer 1e() rem efx
-1an8 pe11eq-Sp|OY-0U B PIOUSUIIOD

PeY SOAlBU AU} ‘O[IYMUBIIA 'SHOB[q -

oy sureSe senmbour oY) 100110
0] Wiy uo Juniexa uasq pey uopuo]
Ul JUSIUISAOL) USPIIE Syl aIns
#0I1d 0A1I991J0Ul J9A9JBYM SAOWIAL O}
‘asuspuadapuy jo uoneseps(] [Isle]
~Jun 8 pOOUNOUUE IS Ue] IAISIUIA
swd ‘S96T IoqUISAON U ‘uonsanb
pue| oY) Uasdq SeY IUSWIUIIUOISIP
J0 snd0j urew ay3 ing 'seuunyoddo
wuwowdojdwa pue orejjOM |10
Suisnoy ‘azes y3eey pue UONEINPI
Y1) ‘seale IOYI0 d1am a1ay], Isurede
POIRUIWILIOSIP 919M SUBDSLIFY oyl jey)
uonnquIsIp pue| ur Ajuo 10U sem 3|
‘uone[ndod a1} JO YIUISIUSASS
U0 A[uo paraquinu oym ‘sueadoinyg
£q paumo, sem eISSpoOyy UIAYINOS
30 pmyz-suo uey) sIow ‘1961 A9 ‘AP
98338) a4y yim pajsajul Suraq sapisaq
‘[Tegures apuy pue f1os Jood pey yolym
sied aanonpodd ssep syy A[uo aseyd
-ind 03 pomofje d1om sHOB[q oAlBU
Yl oYM ‘SaUYM oYl 10] paylew

-89 9IoM sedle 91319 IsoW pue
358q 9], pue[ JO UOISIAID [ElEI Sy}
Suistieuonmsul 0g6T W paredmuword
sem OV wdwuonioddy puey, v
-AI3UNOD 9ATIRU JI9Y) U SPUE] 359q S}
0 uonendod snouaSiput ay3 2audap
03 pofeuewn Afnysseoons (S0USP
-uadspur iajje olelgy poWEUSI)
AIngsies U1 JUSWUISA0T [BIUOJ0D A
1e1} Aes 03 3] 901INS 2I5Y vo__ﬁo% om
JOU PI3U puejwoy 119y} Ul s1adne
paispusl a19m amqequnz jo oidoad
snouaSIpul aY) MOy JO a[e) PIpIOS Y}
Suipaefar syuswdojoasp jusnbasqng
*2qL Jfoym Y1 03 »momuo oq YoOIyM
‘viafoutd ‘paroes Arva Burqiawos
§© pue| paIapisuoo skemie pey A3y se
‘pa1op[imeq A[939[dwo0 I13m SIAIIBU
100d Y], " SPAISS31, OIUI PADIOF USIQ
pey puejs[aqelB jo uolieindod 1230
a3 Jo jusd J3od g¢ PLIBWINSS UR PUY
-uopesuadwos Aug 3noYIIM 81313398 £q
paeudordxs usaq pey §3108 UOI[[I
96 5,9MqRQUIZ JO §T SWOS ‘§68T AL
"spuej a149] 98913 Jo Surwirey (81>
-1Wwod 2Y3 YInoiy) SaUnoj oY)
Supjew £q saAssway) ajesuadwod 03
popIoap SISIUOJOO AY) ‘SAYdH punoll
-lopun 9[qeurSewsiun YIm paMopus
10U 2194 S§OlIOJIIS) MAU BY3 ey’
jusredde sweoeq 3| USYM BISOPOLY
UISINOG Uj PIALIIE SIS[1198 AIYM JO
mma p1O8 13y30UB 5B UAS ‘SOPOYY Aq
n 308 Auedwios & 03 UOISSIDUOD SIYI
.pros, dpdwosd feyy, ; 00S § JO JudW
-fed swm-ouo 8 Aq pPoIMINSQNS 1938]
sem 3u() jeoq Joned 8 pus saSpin

up se yorq Juof se s
-jeurnof ueduOWY ploj
aqednp  waplsdld
‘uoruny
0} pey JusLIaA08 sy}
Uolysm Iapun sjulelss
-od [BOURU] pue
12821 ay3 03 onp ‘spue]
uapof-[i1 1oyy piend
-3Jes 01 PaIjqEUS UDDY
syl pry SIAUMOpUER|
uesdoing ayL
‘uonjesuadwod 9[qeld
-nsn{ pue ajenbspe o
-yiim pasmboe 2q jou
pmoo Aradoxd ajeand
ey} JuBSW SHJJ, ‘sue
-amqequuiZ jiv Jo s1ysu
[Biuswepuny oy} prend
-oJes  A[Iouls  pinom
2)B}S M2U Yl :0SlA
-oxd juelnodun ue pey
OSNOY 123580UET 1R 0
poaife ueaq pey eyl
uonmnsuo) oyl ing
0861 ‘81 [11dy
uo amqequiry juapuad
-apul UE JO YiIiq 34} 0}

suooele jeieuad Buiwoosdn ayy oy BujuBiedues

f ef.

8qeBNN Meqoy ‘eAjeu Bujop

0 P2

-1ed puesnoyy paipuny ® ‘S9[JUI pues
-noty) e Jo wns A[pIof 9y} 10] — SUO}
-uuzop pue sopifedound ‘swop3uny
SIY Uy pajemIs S[BIOUI pue S[eISW
[Ie 13a0 ofIeys oAmsnpxa pue 3)9id
w9 ‘seanygjuasardar pue sIRY 1Y)
‘wayy Supuess, ojur emSusqoy Sury
slsqeIRIN 9yl opensiad, 0) 3[qE Iom
SAOAUS SIY ‘G88T UI ROV INOS
Ul [eeAsuel], 9y} oI pjof ur your sem
3 seys Sunasnjeq (souspuadapul 19)je
MQRqUIIZ SWED3q YoryM) BIsspouy
wIayInog parsjus Ajreniul apoyy
"§I0[)395 93TYM JO uoneIs
- usuen; oU3 103 9]qeIms J80W AYJ sBM
2B 531 J8Y3 SFUSS AU} U ‘9)8UNYIO]
11:89] ) SBM PIUNBL I§B] O3 ‘SSIY} Y3
D 'amqequiZ pue BIqQUBZ IMB[E]A
ASOU ST JBUM JOJ dweu dLausd e ‘8Isap
-0y, poweual sem Iaany ododwry
o3 puodeq BOLY YINO§ WO}
fpIemyiIou spue| parsnbuod oyl —
pastuBosar Ainp a1om siordxs STy ‘il
11 P9S2ONS JOU PIP SY JI USAH '0N18D) 03
adey oy woxy BOLFY Ul andwy ysn
~11g 9y} BuIpusIXs JO WBSIp S3LNOABY
siy Surzisejusy oIam SY JI s¥ 9dUE}
-S[p 18] 9y} o3ur Ino Jum{oo] sapoyy
Of [199D JO aMyBls B 8] IS} ‘UMQL,
aden j0 Ayszeatuny o3 Iy "AroSaled
siy3 03 sSuojeq amqequiz "Azourw
jusdIUBisur UB O3Ul POULIOJSULI) g

01 SMOISWNU 00} S8 AIoM SjUBNQBYL]

[BuIBLIO O 2I0UM ‘BOLJY UINOS pue

BIQIUBN AYI| ‘Swos o18 219 Ing
"§OA1BU JO SNIBIS YY) 03 Sj8npus
PINod SI33398 ) 383 05 ‘SI9QWINU UY
poonpal A[jeoewolsAs a1om suoue[n
-dod snouaBjpus oY) 21911, 'S90IN0SI
ISYI0 pUB [BISUIUE YOU Y3jm OS[@ pUB
‘ayetulp sreredwo) B yim syred Ausw
U] POMOpU? SUIBWIOD 158A IIOU) UM
‘§3181S P[] SY3 S¥ [[oM §8 ‘QOUBISU]
10} ‘BljeISNY — {9} 03 S[F} JUDIYJ
-JIp ® PBY 9ARY SILIIUNOI JIY30 AUBN
‘3[nd [e1uo[0d jo sieak §uol oyy Suy
-INp SHUSWII[IIS UIIISoA ousuiad
1081338 J0U PIp BIpu] :A1Knoo jeoidon
10 © JO SUaZR> 9q 03 318 am AYon]
moy 9jepardde Ajsnopsuod USWAL

-Unoo AW Jo AUBW ISYISYM I3pUOM ]
JPUe] 9Y3 pey 3y pue 3|qig
sy} pey o ‘pioyaq pus of ‘urede sako
mo pauado uaypy "raqiedo; Lexd pue
Wiy [ (23U 03 SN p3JIAUL S ‘PUE
a3 pey a4 pue 3[qIg o peY oY ‘a18y
SUIED ISII UBW UM S} USYAN, ((Inn
1011q jo 98ps um sey
®OLIY Yino§ ur porsad pi
-ayurede oy Bunmp sayjol
211INOAR] 5,131, puowsac]

dogsiqyory 4O
)

Ayt HIVINZHIH ¥r A8

D

o d

.

LY



| /Wugabe’s feared aide p?tcfing

\Q\\, for Parliament seat =,

CHIVHU (Zimbaljwe). JUNE 17. In the dusty back streets of
Chivhu, child\en wear caps emblazoned with the
face of a parliafgentary candidate whose name their
parents whisper\with fear.

Mr. Chenjerai V‘Hitder” Hunzvi, leader of Zim-
babwe’s independence war veterans’ association —
the prime mover behind the violent occupation of
white farms — and the President, Mr. Robert Mu-
gabe’s most feared henchman, is standing for Parlia-
ment in the election next weekend.

In his prospective constituency of Chikomba, the
Opposition Movement for Democratic Change has
been driven underground by a ruthless campaign of
intimidation.

Mr. Peter Kaunda, the MDC candidate, has been
forced to flee his home, move his family and sleep in
safe houses in Harare. “We have been unable to
campaign since these guys started being violent,” he
said. Mr. Hunzvi secured the nomination of the rul-
ing Zanu-PF party in characteristically devious style
by displacing a rival who had already won a primary
election. Days later, thugs began the campaign to
guarantee victory for their master by moving from
house to house hunting down anyone suspected of
backing the MDC.

Mr. Kaunda dismissed his opponent. “I actually
hate his criminal background,” he said. “If the rule
of law were what it is meant to be, he would be
behind bars.”

Mr. Hunzvi’s supporters have attacked scores of
people and begun a protection racket, demanding
sums of pounds 50 or pounds 100 in return for guar-
antees of safety.

At least 40 teachers are among those who have fled
the area, and Mr. Kaunda said his opponent’s gangs
had singled out schools for attack.

At one secondary school, a few kilometres outside
Chivhu, 20 of the 26 teachers had been forced to flee

after death threats and assaults. Mr. Brance Ma-
ronjwe, one of the teachers, described how an in-
nocent conversation in a bar had landed him in
trouble. "I was talking with my brother and we were
saying how bad the present government was,” he
said.

A loyal supporter of Mr. Hunzvi overheard him
talking and hours later 15 thugs chanting “‘Forward
with Comrade Mugabe, forward with Zanu- ?F” sur-
rounded Mr. Maronjwe’s home beside the school,
while he slept inside.

“They were banging on the door and shouting for
us to get out. We just hid,” he said. Unable to break
into the house, the gang hurled stones at the teach-
er’s car, shattering the front and rear windscreens
and causing damage Mr. Maronjwe cannot afford to
repair. “Mr. Hunzvi is a very bad man,” he said. “He
is the very man who has caused all this violence in
the first place.”

Human rights groups have documented the scale
of the national terror campaign and say it has forced
13,000 people to flee their homes and claimed 35
lives.

Mr. Tony Reeler, director of the Amani Trust, said
Zanu-PF mobs had been responsible for “murder,
attempted murder, torture, rape, beatings, setting

‘people on fire, arson and other forms of vioience.”

He added: “This is a complete subversion of the
democratic process. . . Free and fair elections are not
possible.”

Constant violence has created an atmosphere of
terror in Chikomba. Most teachers refused to be
named for fear of reprisals. We were unable to visit
MDC activists in Chivhu for fear of attracting the
attention of the Zanu-PF gangs.Yet Mr. Kaunda is
confident that he will defeat Mr. Hunzvi. *‘Certainly
we are going to win,” he said. “I have no doubt.”—
© Telegraph Groups Limited, London, 2000.
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FROM DAVID FOX

Harare, June 25 (Reuters): Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe’s Zanu-PF
party said on Sunday the Opposi-
tion would be barred from govern-
ment whatever the result of Zim-
babwe’s election.

John Nkomo, the party’s na-
tional chairman, told a news con-
ference that Mugabe had the sole
right to appoint his Cabinet from
those elected to Parliament in two-
day elections which end on Sun-
day night.

“He can even have a Cabinet of
just five if he wants,” Nkomo said.
“Mugabe is an institution.”

But Nkomo said he expected
Zanu-PF, which has been in power
since independence in 1980, to win
an overwhelming majority of the
120 seats up for grabs.

Mugabe, who himself does not
face re-election until 2002, has sole
executive power and chooses a
Cabinet from Parliament.

Analysts say there is a real pos-
sibility of the Opposition Move-
ment for Democratic Change
(MDC), winning a substantial
number of seats in this election.

Previously, the combined Op-
position had held just three seats.
If the Opposition controlled more
than two thirds of Parliament,
they would be able to reject any
legislation proposed by Mugabe,
but could not vote him out of office
or bring forward presidential elec-
" tions,

Nevertheless, analysts say,
that scenario would make the
country virtually ungovernable
and Mugabe would almost cer-
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Of p’faces power bar

President Laurent Kabila (L) of Congo with Robert Mugabe in Harare. (AFP)

tainly have to seek re-election.

Zanu-PF officials are refusing
to contemplate defeat. “No other
party has a chance,” Nkomo said.
“We have done our work and
the results will speak for them-
selves.”

Nkomo said the defeat of a gov-
ernment-sponsored referendum
in February to amend the Consti-
tution was not a good measuring
stick for the current elections.

But opposition leader Morgan
Tsvangirai said Mugabe would be
“history” after watershed week-

end elections.

“Mugabe is history. There is
life beyond Mugabe,” said Tsvan-
girai, the leader of the Movement
for Democratic Change, as he
toured polling stations on the sec-
ond and final day of voting.

He said the high voter turnout
would favour his party and dis-
missed comments that Mugabe
would bar the opposition from
government.

“It doesn’t matter what he
does. That’s the end,” the former
trade union leader told reporters
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in the poor township of Budiriro;
near Harare.

“There is always a stage where
the curtains will be drawn,” said
Tsvangirai, who was trailed by a
10-car convoy of foreign television
crews who mobbed him at each
stop.

The charismatic Tsvangirai
launched the MDC only nine
months ago, but repeatedly ham-
mering Mugabe on the crisis-hit
economy, he has mounted a po-
tent challenge to the President’s
20-year rule.
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FROM DARREN SCHUE’ITLEI\i

Harare, June 26 (Reuters): Vote
counting began today in Zimbab-
we’s election after European
Union observers condemned the
polls as neither free nor fair.

President Robert Mugabe’s
ruling party dismissed the EU re-
port, which blamed his Zanu-PF
party for the bulk of pre-election
violence, as “real garbage.” )

As counting started, news
came in of anew incident in the vi-
olence that led EU monitors to
condemn the conduct of the poll,
with five Opposition supporters
reported severely beaten.

The turnout to elect 120 mem-

" bers of parliament looked 1i_ke
. being one of the highest since in-

‘dependence in 1980 when Zanu-PF

won a sweeping majority' that
they have not relinquished since.

Zanu-PF officials that made it vir-
tually impossible for opposition
candidates to campaign.

“The term ‘free and fair elec-
tions’ is not applicable in these
elections,” said Pierre Schori,
head of the EU observers, the
biggest group of foreign monitors.

“The level of violence and in-
timidation in the pre-election
phase makes the term not applica-
ble,” the former Swedish govern-
mant minictar +Ald a midniaht
news conference. .

Zanu-PF secretary for admin-
istration, Didymus Mutasa, a
close aide of Mugabe, told Reuters:
“That is real garbage. )

“They are biased and with this
report they have confirmed that
the EU’s real mission is actually
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counting begins

out to help those trying to over-
throw President Mugabe and our
party.”

At least 30 people, mostly sup-
porters of the opposition Move-
ment for Democratic Change
(MDC), have died in violence
linked to the elections and inva-
sions of hundreds of white-owned
farms by pro-government mili-
tants since February.

Inthelatest incident, five MDC
members were severely beaten by
suspected Zanu-PF thugs on Sat-
urday night in the Mataga area of
M Ey Wete VIOITLy assau:
ed. People are really scared down
there,” human rights worker Val
Ingham-Thorpe told Reuters after
rushing three of the men to a
Harare hospital today.

Mudondo Timomenda was
burned on the buttocks and beat

- PE.

on his feet, while Simbai Murigwa
had suffered a large, deep burn on
his shoulder. Alphayo Shoko's
face was badly swollen after he
was battered on the head, she said.

The other two MDC members
were still missing, Ingham-Thor-
pe said, adding that there had
been 120 violent incidents in the
Mataga area in the run-up to the
elections.

Schori said that while week-
end voting itself was “highly posi-
tive”, the level of pre-poll violence
and a “lack of transparency” by
thn Tray-nroant anrpintad alan.
seriously flawed. “Zanu-PF lead-
ers seemed to sanction the use of
violence and intimidation against
political opponents and con-
tributed significantly to the cli-
mate of fear so evident during the
election campaign,” Schori said.
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REUTERS & AP gf C)\ %\/BChange had gained 47 seats,

HARARE, June %7. —
Zimbabwe’s ruling Zanu-PF
Party has secured an absolute
majority in Parliament follow-
ing weekend elections.

With results in for 100 out of
the 120 seats contested,
President Robert Mugabe’s
Zimbabwe African National
Union — Patriotic Front Party
had won 52 seats.

These members, along with
the 30 others which Mr
Mugabe personally appoints,
are more than enough to give
Zanu-PF a majority in the 150-
member Parliament, despite
huge Opposition gains.

Analysts had said that the
record voter turnout in the
weekend elections meant that
people wanted to see the end of
mr Mugabe’s 20-year rule.

The newly-formed Opposition
Movement for Democratic

but its leader, Mr Morgan
Tsvangirai, was defeated.

Mr Tsvangirai contested
Budhare north seat, but was
beaten by his cousin Mr
Kenneth Manyonda.

War veteran leader Mr
Chenjerai Hitler Hunzvi, who
spearheaded the often violent
invasion of hundreds of White
commercial farms in an opera-
tion backed by Mr Mugabe,
won his Chikomba district seat
comfortably.

In Harare, the mood on the
streets was tense after Zanu-
PF chairman Mr John Nkomo
declared the party would form
the next government regard-
less of who won the election.

And for those who did not
accept the verdict, the police
commissioner told a news con-
ference: “police will ensure that
the people are forced to accept
the outcome”. / /

British warning: Bri
today said it will withhold $ 54
million earmarked for land
reform in Zimbabwe unless
President Mugabe pursues
national reconciliation.

“In the event of real reforms
which reflect the people of
Zimbabwe’s clear desire for
change, Britain will be ready to
respond,” foreign secretary Mr
Robin Cook told reporters.

He did not congratulate Mr
Mugabe’s party on the victory.
Instead, he lauded voters for
courage in voting strongly for
opposition candidates despite
“two months of intimidation
and gerrymandering”.

But Britain’s main Opposition
Conservative Party asked Mr
Cook to rule out aid. “This elec-
tion drives a stake through the
heart of Mugabe’s claim to rep-
resent the legitimate will of the
Zimbabwe people,” Mr Francis
Maude said.
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ZIMBABWE POLL / OPPOSITION MAKES MASSIVE GAINS
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%\ By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JUNE 27. Though failing to win a
majority of seats, the Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC) in Zimbabwe has done
astonishingly well for a mass movement which
transformed itself into a political party less
than a year ago.

The MDC has secured 57 of the 120 elective
seats in the 150-member Parliament while the
ZANU-PF, the unchallenged ruling party in
the last two decades of independent Zim-
babwe, has won 62 seats. In the dissolved Par-
liament, ZANU-PF held all but three of the 120
elective seats.

The MDC’s triumph was, however, clouded
by the defeat of its leader, Mr. Morgan Tsvan-
girai, projected as much by the MDC as by the
British and South African media as the leader
poised to replace the President, Mr. Robert
Mugabe.

One seat has been won bv ZANU-Ndonga, a
faction of ZANU led by the Rev. Ndabaningi
Sithole, the politician who refuses to go away.
In the run-up to the elections, there were re-
ports that Rev. Sithole, along with the other
clergyman-politician of the same vintage,
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, had joined hands with
Mr. Ian Smith to form a new party called Unit-
ed Democratic Front.

According to radio reports, the MDC did ex-
tremely well in urban areas, capturing the
seats in Harare and Bulawayo, as well as in
Kwe Kwe and Butare. Regionally, the MDC did
extremely well in the western part of the coun-
try, giving legitimacy to the “divide” that
many analysts maintain still exists in Zim-
babwe between the majority Shona and the
minority Ndebele — a “historical”’ inheritance
exacerbated by the “disturbances’” in Matabe-
leland and the Midlands in the 1980's. The
ZANU-PF, in contrast, did well in the rural
areas and in its “strongholds” in the north,
east and south, in Mashonaland, Manicaland
and Masvingo.

Iylugabe party scores narrow

ZIMBABWE POLL OUTCOME

ZANU-PF 52 | President Mugabe

_ is aliowed to appoint
e 87 30 seats himselt o
ZANU-Ndonge 1) 150-seat
Electionshald 120 | partiament
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Of the 30 seats which were not in contest, 12
are to be filled by nominations from the Presi-
dent. Eight are reserved for the provincial
Governors who are ex-officio Members of Par-
liament. The remaining 10 seats are reserved
for persons elected by the Council of Tradi-
tional Chiefs.

Even if it is assumed (which may not neces-
sarily be the case) that all the 30 “nominated”
seats will be taken up by persons supporting
the majority party, this still will not give ZA-
NU-PF a two-thirds majority in the 150-mem-
ber House.

Put simply, this means that any amendment
to the Constitution will require a consensus
approach from all the parties in Parliament.

24 }U‘Nz@

It is to be seen if the MDC will turn out to be
obstructive if further amendments to enable a

more equitable distribution of land were to be
introduced by the Government.

The outcome of the parliamentary poll will
not affect the position of Mr. Mugabe whose
sixth term will expire only in March 2002.

There are already indications that Mr.
Tsvangirai will be contesting for the office of
President when the election is due.

The leader of the Movement for
Democratic Change, Mr. Morgan
Tsvangirai, speaks to the media at the
Meikles Hotel in Harare after the results of
the Zimbabwean parliamentary elections

were announced on Tuesday. — Reuters




w."Pyrrhic victory yoo

: ZIMBABWE'S RULING ZANU-PF party may have won the
parliamentary election, albeit by a slender margin, but
President Robert Mugabe’s moral right to rule has been large-
ly compromised because of the huge gains made by the
Opposition. Moreover, the manner in which he is hoping to
rétain power will not enhance his reputation. Mr Mugabe is of

. course not the only Third World leader who has used all the

t tricks of the game to hold on to office. He came to power using

one ideology and is retaining it by using another, that is, intim-

idation of voters and electoral manipulation. Like many

African national heroes who turned despotic and failed to

redeem their pledges, Mr Mugabe too has failed to bring about

a material change in the lives of the people. As a consequence,

his popularity is rapidly dwindling. J%
When political power appeared to be slippihg f his

hands, he began to evoke the spirit of the ‘bush warf that had

ended white rule in Rhodesia two decades ago. But the the vet-
erans of that war became pawns in Mugabe’s power|game. He

has been sailing comfortably all these years in the abgence of a

viable opposition. However, the jolt came last February when

the ruling party lost the referendum on a new Constitution.

Suddenly, he experienced the revelation that he had not done

enough for the war veterans and his farcical land nationalisation

programme had been a failure. Hence the ethical justification for
the forcible occupation of land owned by white farmers.

Even though Mr Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the Movement
for Democratic Change, failed to win in his constituency, his
outfit has run very close to the ruling party in the number of
seats won. However, Mr Mugabe will have no difficulty secur-
ing a majority in the 150-member Parliament after he nomi-
nates 30 members to the new House. Despite the climate of
fear, the Opposition had fielded candidates for the first time in

Il the 120 seats which were open for contest. And the large

yout was the first sign that ZANU-PF may be in trouble.

Indeed, the Zimbabwe outcome suggests that winds of change are
blowing across Africa. The continent has rejected the Idi Amins,
the Hastings Bandas and the Mobutu Sese Sekos. Democracy
may still be a tender plant in Africa, but the slow advent of multi-
party rule and transition through democratic means are reasons
for optimism.
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Mugabe manifesto to\
focus on land

AN

PRESIDENT ROBERT Mugabe
<icks off his ruling party’s re-elec-
jon bid today with a manifesto
:xpected to focus on a land reform
srogramme, which has plunged
Zimbabwe into its worst crisis
since independence in 1980.

Aside from broadly outlining
dlans for redistributing White-
owned farms to landless Blacks,
Zanu-Pf’s platform for the coming

Jarare, May 3

sarliamentary elections is expected
> lence related to the elections.

‘0 address an ailing economy.

“It is a manifesto that will clearly
yin' us the election,” Eddison
Zvobgo, a senior minister and the
darty’s secretary for legal affairs,
said after addressing the Harare
Press Club late yesterday.

Mugabe, under escalating diplo-
matic pressure at home and
abroad, discussed the land issue
vith his cabinet on Tuesday and
scheduled talks with his party’s
Politburo on Wednesday. '

Information Minister Chen
“himutengwende said after the
“abinet meeting: “We have noth-

eforms
AU

ing ﬁ .” Zvobgo declined to
comment\ but said the government
might issul a statement today.

The oppdsition movement for
democratic change poses the
biggest threat to Zanu-Pf’s 20-
year-old rule and has built its cam-
paign on Mugabe’s mismanage-
ment of the economy.

15 dead: At least 15 people have
died — as Opposition followers
were beaten to death by suspected
Zanu-Pf backers on Monday — in
10 weeks of land invasions and vio-

!

There was no indication from the
Cabinet session of an election
date, which the Opposition had
been hoping for. The session was
the first meeting of the 76-year-old
leader’s Cabinet since a ministerial
delegation returned from London
last week empty-handed after
bilateral talks on British aid for
Zimbabwe’s land reforms.

The tobacco industry, the coun-
try’s biggest export-earner, is reel-
ing from record low deliveries as

White farmers withhold supplies [

due to the civil unrest.  (Reuters)
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_“Zimbabwe
Opp leaders
held after c!ash

S\

, May 6. — The head
of the main Opposition party
was §etained for four hours and
two df his aides remained in
police custody today after clash-
es between rival party workers
in south-east Zfinbabwe.

Mr Morgan Tgvangirai,
leader of the Movement for De-
mocratic Change, was stopped
at a police road block after

“holding a campaign rally at
Chiredzi, party spokesman, Mr
David Coltart, said.

A ruling party official recei-
ved a cut on the head in clash-
es outside a gas station in the
town. Mr Tsvangirai was n
on the scene but was heade

Mr Coltart sajd.

An Opposition
er, former policé~efficer Mr
John Nkutazo, and party ad-
ministrator Mr Dennis Murira
— who were following Mr
Tsvangirai’s car — were arres-
ted and taken to a police sta-
tion, the Opposition spokesman
said. They were not informed of
any charge. “Arrests late at
! night are deliberate harass-
ment of senior Opposition
members,” Mr Coltart said.

No ruling party supporters
were held after yesterday’s
clashes in Chiredzi.
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"~ Sierra Leone
hostage crisis-
intensifies
reuters S\ mg

T
FREETOWN, May 6. —]Sierra
Leone’s hostage crisis intensi-

_fied today with the UN report-
ing at least 318 of its peace-
keepers captive under rebels in
the West african nation and
gigns of rebel forces on the
move.

Veteran rebel Foday Sankoh
— whose revolutionary United
Front — is at the centre of the
potentially explosive stand-off,
insisted that his men are hold-
ing no hostages and suggested
that the missing peacekeepers
may have lost their way.

As diplomats puzzled over his
true intentions, the UN asked
the USA and other leading
members to bolster the force.
The USA said it is thinking of
dispatching logistical support
but again ruled out sending in
ground troops.

' + The UN Secretary-General,
Mr Kofi Annan, enlisted the
support of influential African
leaders to pressure Sankoh to
bring his supporters into line.
This brought the first releases
— a four-man Russian heli-
copter crew and two civilian
passengers who arrived in
Freetown aboard a helicopter
that had been blocked by
Sankoh loyalists in Kailahun
near the Liberia border.

. UN officials were due to meet

! representatives of troop con-
tributing countries today.
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ROBIN LODGE
THE TIMES, LONDON

NAIROBI, May 12. — Hea
fighting between Ethiopia
and Eritrean forces broke out
on three fronts today after the
breakdown of efforts by a UN
delegation to bring about an
end to the two-year border war
which has cost thousands of
lives.

The latest clashes on the
Badme, Zalambessa and Burre
fronts follow a ceasefire, which
has more or less held, apart
from minor skirmishes for
nearly a year after major bat-
tles early in 1999.

In the Eritrean capital,
Asmara, Mr Yemane
Gebremeskel, a senior govern-
-ment spokesman, accused the
Ethiopians of starting the lat-
est fighting with heavy bom-

\U

bardments of Eritrean posi-.

tions. “This is large-scale fight-
ing. It is the biggest battle
since the fighting last year,
and is continuing.”

Mr Gebremeskel said Eritrea
had shown great restraint mili-
tarily and diplematically, but
the resumption of hostilities

showed that Ethiopia did not
want peace. “They went to war
to abort the peace process.”

Mr Selome Tadesse, the
Ethiopian spokesman, didn’t
say which side had fired first,
but confirmed that fighting
was continuing on three fronts.

Clashes come only a day after
the UN envoy, Mr Richard
Holbrooke, urged the two coun-
tries’ leaders not to return to a
“senseless war”. Indirect talks
between the two sides in
Algiers broke down last week.

Ethiopia is appealing for mas-
sive international food aid as a
result of severe drought in the
east and north-east of the
country. Donors have
expressed alarm that Addis
Ababa is prepared to spend
millions of pounds on its mili-
tary effort when the money
could be used to feed the peo-
ple.

The fighting is over a few
square-miles of rocky, barren
territory the subject of a dis-
pute dating back to Eritrea’s
independence in 1993.

The two countries’ leaders,
President Isayas Afewerki of
Eritrea and Prime Minister

4

Meles Zenawi of Ethxow
formerly close allies in~the

struggle to overthrow the for-
mer Ethiopian regime of the
dictator, Colonel Mengistu
Haile Mariam. But the rela-
tionship soured over the border
issue and various economic dis-
putes.

War broke out in May 1998,
with Eritrean forces advancing
into Ethiopia and seizing large
tracts of territory. In February
last year, Ethiopia counter-
attacked and after sustaining
heavy casualties — the
Eritreans said they had killed
more than 15,000 Ethiopian
troops in the first three days of
fighting — succeeded in win-
ning back control of Badme and
regaining some land around
Zalambessa.

Both sides are dug into
trenches along the mountain-
ous 620-mile border, creating
conditions for battle similar to
those of the World War I, with
the attacking side exposed to
withering fire from an enemy
hidden behind sandbags and
earth fortifications. An esti-
mateéi 6100,300 tti:'oops have
been deployed by the two sideg
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/U./K. to coordinate

,\7/oﬁensive in
vSierra Leone?

N

\% fiomas Abraham

LONDON, MAY. 13. The British chief
of defence jtaff, Gen. Sir Charles
Guthrie, is flying to Sierra Leone
this weekend in what appears to
be a sign that Britain is assuming
command of the U.N. military op-
eration and pro-government
troops there for an offensive
against the rebel Revolutionary
United Front (RUF).

Officially, the visit has been
dubbed routine and Britain has
maintained that the 1,000 para-
troopers it has landed in Sierra
Leone have a limited mission to
evacuate Eritish and other foreign
nationals and provide logistical
support to the beleagured U.N.
forces. But reports from Sierra Le-
one indicate that the commander
of the British force, Brig. David Ri-
chards is, playing a major role in
coordinating and directing a
counter-attack by the pro-gov-
ernment forces. According to
media reports, the British forces
plan to use the U.N. forces to hold
territory while the Sierra Leone
army will launch attacks against
rebel positions.

Officially, the British Foreign
Secretary. Mr. Robin Cook, has
said that British forces were in
Sierra Leone for a limited period

of time and that they had no in-
tention of getting involved either
in peace-keeping or taking a com-
bat role. He indicated that the se-
curity and safety of British troops
would be a prime consideration
and said the presence of the {
troops would be evaluated on a !
“day-to-day basis”. Media re-
ports here, however, indicate that
the commander of the British
force was taking effective charge
of the U.N. forces and coordinat-
ing the efforts of the Sierra Leone
army. The U.N. British paratroop-
ers are also in control of the main
airport in the capital Freetown
and have been transporting U.N.
troops around.

Reinforcements from India,
Bangladesh and Jordan are ex-
pected to arrive over the week-
end. The British role may be
reduced once the reinforcements
arrive. There are, at present, a
battalion of paratroopers around
the capital Freetown with another
500 marines stationed off-shore
on board a helicopter carrier.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, while welcoming-
the arrival of British troops, la-
mented the lack of interest shown
by the rest of the international
community.
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..Ethiopia rejects

o EU.N. ultimatum:

ADDIS ABABA, MAY 14. The Govern-
ment in Addis Ababa has rejected
a U.N. Security Council ultima-
tum rhat Ethiopia and Eritrea
should cease fighting.

The Security Council late on
Fridav gave Ethiopia and Eritrea
72 hours to stop their war or face
the immediate, but unspecified,
threat of a U.N. arms embargo.

“When because of Eritrea’s in-
transigence, the fighting has
again flared up, we learn...the Se-
curity Council has decided to trig-
ger a process designed, in effect,
to punish the victim of aggres-
sion. Ethiopia,” a statement from
the Prime Minister's office said
yesterday.

“The people and the Govern-
ment of Ethiopia reject this move
by some countries in the Security
Council which is blatantly in con-
travention of the U.N. Charter ...
and of international law.

"In particular, the people of
Ethiopia vehemently oppose and
reject in unison the attempt by
the United States and Great Bri-
tain — two of the permanent
members of the Security Council
which are leading the effort — to
deny them their lawful right of
self-defence when their sover-
eignty is trampled upon and their
dignity violated.”

Meanwhile,/ELhiﬂpia claimed

Y

§

dramatic  battlefield vicjories
against Eritrea as fighting faged
along their disputed bordenq for a
second day despite internjtional

appeals for peace.
The Government said yedterday
Ethiopian troops, backed by hel-

icopter gunships and fighter jets,

had destroyed eight Eritrean army
divisions in sweeping across lines
of enemy trenches near the
Badme region of their disputed
border.

"The Eritrean army is retreating
in disarray as the Ethiopian
ground forces pursue them and
destroy them," it said in a state-
ment, adding that thousands of
Eritrean soldiers had been kilied
or wounded in two days of heavy
fighting.

Ethiopian forces launched the
offensive on Friday morning,
breaking a year’s lull in the war.

The U.N. Security Council
quickly demanded an end to the
fighting and the resumption of
peace talks. It is expected to meet
tomorrow, with Britain and the
United States calling for an arms
embargo against both Ethiopia
and Eritrea.

The war began in May 1998 and
Eritrea seized pockets of territory
along the length of the 1,000-km

border in the first weeks of fight-
ing.— Reuters’//e
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commander in Sierra Leone today

said the West African nation’s
capital Freetown was now secure
from rebel forces, and speculated
that the rebel leader, Foday San-
koh, could be dead.

In another sign of growing opti-
mism that :he crisis in war-torn
Sierra Leone was near an end, the
British Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Robin Cook, forecast violence

- would be over “within a month.”

Mr. Cook pledged that British
troops who have played a role in
stabilising the situation would be
pulled out as soon as U.N. troops
were at full strength.

“The situation is much more
stable now,” the British com-
mander, Brigadier David Ri-
chards, told BBC's ‘Breakfast with
Frost.” ““1 believe that Freetown is
now secure by the U.N. and by the
new government forces, he add-
ed.

"We do not believe that (rebel
leader Foday) Sankoh has yet
reasserted his authority over the
Revolutionary ~ United  Front
(RUF). He could be dead,” he
added.

Foday Sankoh photographed
on May 8 just before his
disappearance from his
Freetown residence.

Sankoh, whose rebels are hold-
ing some 500 U.N. peacekeepers
captive, disappeared from his
Freetown home after fighting ear-
lier this week and has not been
since or heard of since.

Brig. Richards said that aside
from securing Freetown's Lungi
airport to evacuate British and
Foreign nationals, his forces had
mainly provided logisitical help to
U.N. forces.

At the United Nations, the Sec-
retary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan’s
spokesman said Freetown was
"gradually returning to relative
calm' and that the arrival of Brit-
ish troops had had a positive ef-
fect.

“Freetown is gradually return-
ing to a relative calm,"” Mr. An-
nan’s spokesman, Mr. Fred
Eckhard, said in a statement yes-
terday. — Reuters, AFP
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E UNFOLDIN\G tregedy in Sierra Leone is yewg:;other
xample of how a peacd\ formula which is not prepared and
implemented diligently runs the risk of only exacerbating a
complex situation. With hundreds of UN peacekeepers held
hostage by the Revolutionary United Front rebels, the 8,700-
odd blue helmets are in the danger of sinking in the quagmire
of local politics. At the heart of the gathering storm in the west
African nation is the flawed accord of July last year between the
democratically elected President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah and
RUF leader Foday Sankoh. Instead of trying the warlord for his
many crimes, the accord provided not merely Cabinet berths
but also amnesty for the rebels. However, when the lightly-
armed UN peacekeepers began to disarm the 45,000-strong
rebel force they showed their real colour.

The UN peacekeeping missions have failed in Somalia,
Angola and Rwanda, and in Congo only a fragile peace has
been secured. If immediate steps are not taken to open a line of
communication with the rebel forces, Sierra Leone will add to
the growing list of the UN’s failures in Africa. Traditionally,
peacekeeping efforts have only been successful in areas where
the warring parties have favoured the UN presence.
Peacekeepers cannot succeed if there is no peace to keep. With
Somalia etched in the memory of the Americans, the Clinton
administration has refused to commit its soldiers. Even France
has been unwilling. The British soldiers went to Sierra Leone
only to evacuate their own nationals.

There has been a demand from certain quarters that the man-
date of the peacekeepers be changed to peace enforcers which
India has done well to reject. The Indian army constitutes a siz-
able section of the UN peace force. Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana,
Guinea, Jordan and Zambia too have contributed to the force.
Sierra Leone has no strategic significance for the West which
seems keen only to defend its interest in its own backyard. A
regional peace initiative is the only answer. It is the African
nations which will have a better understanding of the scene than
the outsiders. India has a special interest in the situation
because our troops are there.
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~Rebels free 139
U.N.”Bersonniel

FREETOWN, MAY 15. Sierra Leonean
rebeis holding 500 U.N. peace-
keepers have released 139 of
their captives into Liberian cus-
tody, a day after setting free 18
peacekeepers, including 11 Indi-
an troops.

Fifteen of the freed captives
were flown by a government-
chartercd helicopter to Liberia’s
capital, Monrovia, while the re-
maining 124 were waiting to be
evacuated from the town of Foya
on Liberia’s border with Sierra
Leone, said the U.N. spokesman,
Mr. David Wimhurst.

The rebels yesterday freed 18
U.N. peacekeepers and military
observers had been allowed to
return to an Indian U.N. contin-
gent in Kailahun town, the re-
gional capital of the district with
the same name.

The commander of the U.N.
force, Mr. Vijay Jetley, said the
captives — 11 Indian troops and
seven unarmed military observ-
ers of various nationalities —
were in good physical condition
and had not been harmed by the
rebels. However, their safety was
far from assured as Kailahun re-
mained surrounded by rebels.

In Monrcvia, the Liberian
President, NMr. Charles Taylor,
said the 139 .captives had been
held in Sierra lLeone’s eastern
Kailahun district. But did not
specify exactlv where.

Mr. Taylor, the Revolutionary
United Front rebels’ closest ally

in thd region, had been asked by
rican leaders to mediate
for the U.N. captives’ release.

The freed peacekeepers were
among an estimated 500-mem-
bers of a U.N. force who were dis-
armed and taken into custody by
the Revolutionary United Front
rebels when they ended a 10-
month peace and reignited Sier-
ra Leone’s civil war earlier this
month. — AP

Telegraph reports:

The Sierra Leone rebel leader,
Foday Sankoh, who has been
missing for a week, was plotting
to overthrow the President, Mr.
Ahmed Kabbah, and sell dia-
monds illegally, the Government
has claimed.

It cited documents said to have
been found at his abandoned
home in Freetown.

The Justice Minister, Mr. Solo-
man Berewa, said the evidence
was conclusive that last week
Sankoh’s Revolutionary United
Front was on the verge of launch-
ing a bloody coup. “By the grace
of God it did not happen,” he
said. He declined to produce
written evidence of the plot for
“national security reasons”.

Sankoh has not been seen
since a mob of several thousand
people looted and destroyed his
home. He is believed to have re-
turned to the bush, joining thou-
sands of rebel soldiers still
holding about 500 United Na-
tions peacekeepers hostage.

1o May 29
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By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MAY 16. Zimbabwe is to
have a two-day poll, on June 24
and 25 June, to elect a new Parlia-
ment (House of Assembly). This

was announced in a gazette natj
fication in Harare. M )
Under the Constitutioni, the

House of Assembly has 150 mem-
bers, of whom 120 are elected;
and the 1emaining 30 are nomi-
nated. Ir. the dissolved Parlia-
ment, the ruling ZANU-PF held all
but three of the seats. Of the nom-
inated members, 10 are tradition-
al chiefs, eight are provincial
Governors and the remaining 12
are appointed by the President.
The Council of Chiefs is meeting
on June 14 to elect from among
them the 10 traditional leaders
who will then be nominated to
the House of Assembly. The dead-
line for filing nominations for the
elective seats is May 29. Two
weeks are provided for the in-
spection of electoral rolls which
have over 5 million registeredyvot—
ers. }

The dites of the% elec-
tion are well ahead of thd “win-
dow period” of six months¥hat is
available under the Consti
to Government from April 1
date on which Parliament
dissolved. It also sets at rest the
“apprehensions”, freely given
in to by the leaders of the Opposi-
tion Movement for Democratic
Change :MDC) and its supporters
inside &nd outside Zimbabwe,
that the President, Mr. Robert
Mugabe, and the ZANU-PF were
manipulating the ongoing “land
invasions’” to create an intolera-
ble law and order situation, thus
justifying the imposition of a state
of emergency and an indefinite
postponement of elections.

Veterans of the Zimbabwe’s lib-
eration war have occupied hun-
dreds of white-owned farms in
the last two months; and 20 per-
sons, four of them white, only

./

 polls to be
une

24, 25

whose names have figured in the
media, have been killed in the
clashes that have accompanied
these “land invasions”.

The MDC has welcomed the
announcement of the election
date. The MDC Secretary General,
Mr. Welshman Ncube, has how-
ever, expressed his fears that the
polls may not be free and fair. Last
week, the MDC had threatened
that it would boycott the elections
on the ground that they would
not be free and fair, though three
days later it backed down.

The MDC, however, insists that
these elections should beheld un-
der “international supervision”
to ensure that they are conducted
fairly. This is also the stand of the
British Government. The Europe-
an Union is to set up an “election
monitoring operation”. It is not
clear if this is what the Opposition
and its backers demand when
they insist that the elections
should be held under “interna-
tional supervision’, or whether

the “monitoring” process
amounts to less than this de-
mand.

The announcement of the dates
for elections comes in the context
of renewed initiatives to seek a so-
lution to the land question in
Zimbabwe. The Secretary General
of the Commonwealth, Mr. Don
McKinnon, is currently in Harare
and is expected to meet Mr. Mu-
gabe.

The South African President,
Mr. Thabo Mbeki, who begins a
two-day visit to Britain later this
week, is expected to discuss the
Zimbabwe issue with the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair.
Mr. Mbeki has maintained, much
to the anger of his critics that the
land problem in Zimbabwe is re-
lated to its colonial heritage as
well as, more immediately, to Bri-
tain’s failure to make good its
commitment to release funds for

the Government’s land reform :

and land restitution programme.
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More of the same

The United Nations is on the mat once again.
And, writes SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI, it’s not
just a question of being caught napping in
Sierra Leone but more about whether past

M

lessons have been learnt.

FI .1HE UNITED Nations is on
the mat once again. And if
there are people in and

outside the world body asking

searching questions, it is not
without good reason. In fact, it can
even be argued that for those even

marginally familiar with U.N.

peace-keeping operations, the

questions are not new either. It's

not just a question of the U.N.

being -aught napping in Sierra

Leone but more about whether

past lessons have been learnt.

The vostly peace-keeping
operations in Cambodia taught the
world body several lessons, some
of which will have relevance to
Sierra Leone especially as it
pertains to what it is that the Blu
Helmets hope to achieve in that
West African country. What is
happening in Sierra Leone now is
that the same questions asked in
Cambodix about a decade ago are
being posad all over again —
where is the “peace” to “keep”?
And in the absence of peace, what
business has the U.N. force in
Sierra Leore?

The eupt-oria over the end of the
cold war m2ant that “something”
tangible had to come out of it; and
the Paris peace accord was one of
them in 1991. But when the U.N.
started implementing its mandate,
it soon became clear that none of
the Cambodian factions was too
eager to abide by the terms. But
each faction was told in blunt
terms by its benefactor that the
time was up. Hence each signed on
to the accord reluctantly.

Perhaps the reasons leading up
to the Lome Accord of 1999 as far
as Sierra Leone is concerned were
different; but the bottomline is that
the leader of the Revolutionary
United Front, Mr. Foday Sankoh,
was told that his time was up. And
some even believe that he should
be tried as a war criminal for the
terror unleashed during the eight-
year civil war. But Mr. Sankoh is
around today, apparently still
calling the shots and worried that
the world body may be trying to
put a dent into his diamond
mining fortunes. Pol Pot and the
Khmer Rouge too held on to the
gem mining riches of Pailin in
Western Cambodia for as long as
they could.

What is coming out of Sierra

Leone now is something that has
also been heard before — U.N.
forces too meekly giving away
weapons. Or worse, the U.N. force
component is not up to battle
expectations. To say that the
countries involved in the force
structure of the U.N. put together a
rag-tag coalition would be unfair;
but what will be investigated is the
circumstances in whieh weapons

In Capbodia, for instance, there
were #legations that some troops
wepf too obliging to the Khmer
1ge or were giving away
eapons just for the asking.

In Sierra Leone and in the
context of the U.N. and the United
States, the focus is very much
going to be on the short run. Given
the mess that is unfolding not
many are going to be worried
about answers to the hypothetical
or the esoteric. Clearly the U.N. has
a jot of damage-control to do given
that its image has taken a bruising.

And major nations such as the
U.S. — where politically anything
to do with international
organisations such as the U.N.
gives rise to suspicion or contempt
in conservative cirlces — have
made it known that there is
literally no stomach for inducting
ground troops.

The U.N. Secretary-General, Mr.
Kofi Annan, keeps talking about a
rapid reaction force, but unless this
is wholeheartedly endorsed by the
major powers, nothing will
materialise. Right now Washington
is giving soft responses to a rapidly
deteriorating situation and that too
confined to the logistics point of
view.

But the big question that the
world body has to answer is
whether it is prudent to send in
forces without a clearcut idea
about what must be achieved.The
short term fire-fighting techniques
will have to be replaced by some
hard decisions: the first being that
forces are not committed until
there is actual “peace” on the
ground; and the second that, if hell
breaks loose, the U.N. troops have
the authority to “enforce” the
peace.
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kl\ widCan Sierra Leone run itself? \ S

w
uwl strife has been goin

A

IURQA Leons is g 10 t cause, it may not even b
™

while ,alkmg about it. Th
ince 1997 and no civihau government can survive
veet o'vw & rlfwout the Nigerian-run intervention force Ecomo
T British 2»d South African mercenaries fighting Foday
sankeh’s Re‘ clutionary United Front. The latest batch of UN
paacekm pers came in after a peace deal between Sankoh and
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah was signed last year. The
agreement gave the RUF four Cabinet positions, all smelling
of lucre, and an important say in the commission which man-
ages ihu: couﬂ-‘cry’s mineral resources, including the diamond
mines in the cast which Sankoh and his men have been
exploiting for a number of years with the help of the Liberian,
Charles Ta"m ")auk(}h apparently was not satisfied, he had
meanwhile set his <1Cht= even higher and wanted thmgs like
finance, fo 1g“x affairs or justice. He had begun taking himself
sericusly, inslead a; hﬁng satisfied with his diamond racket.

The 1N peacekeeping force has not been able to carry out
the principal du.t-y assigned to it by the Lome accord, which is
disarming &1l rebel factions. As a result, maybe as many as
500 of them, including some Indians, are now said to be in
custody of Sankoh’s rebel troops. Frederick Chituba of Zambia,
which has sent a contingent, may have a point when he says
that UN troops were sent in without a proper mandate, a clear
anderstanding of the situation and equipment to control it.
This is another version of the usual complaint about UN
peacelieeping: how much they keep and how much they
enforce. The Security Council has decided to raise the contin-
gent from around nine to eleven thousand to secure Freetown
against rebels. As for Sankoh and his men who have gone on |
an arr-chopping spree punctuated by occasional cannibalistic
dinners, there is nothing much to be done, except, perhaps.,
apply to Nigeria and other West African state% to take the
militay risks the UN will not. Bottomline is: civil war condi-
tions prevail because nobody can run the country. Maybe the
UN stould try running Sierra Leone for a while, set up a High
Comn ission for Governing Sick Countries, the UN HCGSC.
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" Vote to decide pontlcal
system in Uganda % ¢

w‘*

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MAY 24. The long-awaited referendum in
Uganda to enable the people to decide on the politi-
cal system is to be held on June 29. The choice
before the voters is formulated in the seemingly
simple question posed to them: Which political sys-
tem do you wish to adopt, “movement” or multi-
party?

The referendum is being held in terms of the pro-
visions of the Ugandan Constitution {Articles 69-75,
covering the subject ‘Political Systems’). The Con-
stitution, adopted in September 1995, allows for
three kinds of “‘political system””: (a) movement po-
litical system; (b) multi-party political system; and
(c) any other democratic and representative politi-
cal system, any one of which the people of Uganda
can adopt in a future referendum.

However, only the first two are “defined"” in terms
which seem disarmingly simple. The choice before
the voters on June 29 too is limited to these two.

While the “multi-party” system does not need
any explanation, the “movement system’’ perhaps
does. This, the political system that prevails at pre-
sent in Uganda, and stands for the Government led
by the National Resistance Movement (NRM) under
the President, Mr. Yoweri Museveni.

The NRM came to power in January 1986, in the
wake of its triumph in the war of liberation against
“dictatorship and misrule’” — the summary way in
which Mr. Museveni refers to the years of Obote
First phase, Idi Amin, Obote Second Phase, and the
coalitions that followed.

The Ugandan peoples’ historic experience of such
“dictatorship and misrule” has enabled the NRM to
legitimise a vision of politics which excludes and
indeed prohibits what in other societies would be
considered normally free political activity, while al-
lowing it to function for all practical purposes exact-
ly like a political party.

¥

However, The NRM is a rather more 50
entity than a crude expression of one-
Uganda has a Parliament and a Presidet elected
under universal adult franchise.

Parliament functions with vigour and freedom;
media and civil society too function freely.

In theory, Members of Parliament do not belong
to any political party, though, again in theory, they
are all, by virtue of being adult citizens, also mem-
bers of the NRM, even those politically opposed to
the NRM. The fact is that political parties are not
permitted to function freely, like holding meetings
or opening branches or openly campaigning for
public office, though they do retain their offices and
constitution.

Of course, the NRM, which is not a political party
but a “‘movement”, naturally functions freely. That
feisty member of Parliament, Ms. Winnie Byanyima,
hit the nail on the head when she described the
NRM was a “‘non-party political party”. ‘

The two main Opposition parties, Uganda Peo- .
ples’ Congress and the Democratic Party, which |
have from the beginning opposed the whole process
of referendum, are likely to boycott it. Their view is
that participating in the referendum would invest
the exercise, loaded heavily in favour of the NRM,
with legitimacy.

However, their stand is weakened by the fact that
known leaders of these parties have already legiti-
mised the movement system by taking part in the
presidential and parliamentary polls; and by being
part of the present Parliament, though not formally
in the name of their parties.

The referendum clears the decks for the election
of a new Parliament and President next year, both
with a term of five years. The present Parliament
was elected in June 1996, following the Presidential
poll in May 1996.
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'ﬂ@gjs will free .N.

ostag s, says Annan

UNITED NATIONS: U.N. secre-
tary-general Kofi
Annan on Thurs-
day expressed
hope that most
of the 250 UN.
peace-keepers
still being held
by rebels in Sier-
ra Leone will be

freed by the time
Kofi Annan West  African
leaders meet in Nigeria on Satur-

i day.

He said he had spoken to Liber-
ian president Charles Taylor, who
is trying to negotiate the release of
the ho/ages seized about three
weeks ago by forces supporting
rebefleader Foday Sankoh
e expects to be able to see
me more of the detainees re-
eased before the end of the week,”
Mr Annan told reporters as he ar-
rived at U.N. headquarters.

West African heads of state are
meeting in the Nigerian capital,
Abuja, on Saturday, he said, “and
of course I would hope by the time
they meet most of the peace keep-
ers will be in freedom.”

The rebels have released about
250 of the 500 peace keepers they
originally captured. Taylor, a friend
of the rebels, has sent
delegation to camps in the bush
run by rebels from Sankoh’s Revo-
lutionary United Front (RUF), and
his envoys have helped negotiate
the freedom of the released cap-
tives.

On Monday, six to eight bodies
in uniforms with U.N. insignias
were discovered outside the town
of Rogberi junction, the front-line
position in the battle against RUF
rebels.

U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard
said an eight-member team, which

went to the sitg could not confirm
that the bodies were those of U.N.
soldiers. “Further investigations
will need to be conducted and the
U.N.is actively seeking forensic ex-
perts for this purpose,” he said.

The secretary-general’s opti-
mistic comments on the hostages
came as the security council met to
consider his report on Monday,
which recommended that another
3,500 troops be added to the U.N.
peacekeeping mission in Sierra
Leone. He also asked the council
to consider imposing a ban on dia-
mond exports by rebels there.

Mr Annan recommended the
force size be increased from the
present 13,000 to 16,500.

In the report, Mr Annan said the
events of the past few weeks raised
“serious questions” about the
peace process since there was evi-
dence Sankoh himself “may well
have encouraged, if not planned,
some of the incidents.”

Mr Annan said Sankoh, who is
now in government custody, should
be held accountable for his actions,
but made no specific recommenda-
tions. Human Rights organisations
and many in Sierra Leone have
suggested Sankoh be prosecuted
for crimes against humanity.

In the report, Mr Annan said
lessons needed to be learned from
the operation of the U.N. mission
in Sierra Leone and the capture of
the peace keepers.

Eckhard announced on Thurs-
day that Mr Annan is sending a
high level team led by former assis-
tant secretary-general for peace-
keeping Manfred Eisele to assess
the problems and make

said.” ap) s
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‘Indian envoy denies he
was summoned by S.A. Gowt.

By qulrabhakamf -1 T

CAPE TOWN, APRIL 9. The Indian
High Commission in Pretoria has
not been contacted, officially or
unofficially, by the South African
Government on- the recent re-
ports from New Delhi charging
the South African cricket team
captain, Hansie Cronje, and four
colleagues, of match-fixing, the
High Commissioaer said today.

The official, Mr. Harsh Bhasin,
was reacting to a report in the
Sunday Times (Jonannesburg) ac-
cording to which ‘‘yesterday, the
South African Government sum-
moned the Indiar High Commis-
sioner to South Africa to the
Union Buildings to demand an
explanation as to why the South
. African players’ cellphones and
rooms had been bugged in the
first place.”

BCC

I
|
!
!

CHENNAI, APRIL 9. The president
of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), the
president, Mr. A. C. Muthiah,
said he would react to the
charges of match-fixing against
five South African players only
after the particulars were made
available by the authorities: All
details would be placed before
the BCCI working committee
on April 28, he added. He also
said that the United Cricket
Board of South Africa (UCBSA)
had not contacted the In
board.

tion, Mr. Muthiah

9, L \ | _To
Mr. Bhasin“told this corre- the BCCI was under no

spondent that Saturday being a
holiday, he was at home through-
out except for a short period in
the afternoon when he went to
the High Commission. He was not
contacted by any person from the
Department of Foreign Affairs,
not did he go to the Union Build-
ings, he clarified.

The indignation, and the desire
and determination to stand the
representative of the Indian Gov-
ernment in Pretoria in a corner
and “demand explanations” for
the actions of the Delhi police,
even if only expressed in the re-
port (attributed to four authors
with by-lines) is typical of the
near universal reaction here to
the match-fixing allegations.

Indeed, Sunday’'s newspapers
almost without exception claim
that the South African Govern-
ment is taking up (or as in the
case of the Sunday Times report,

-pressure as no Indian player

has already taken up) the matter
of match fixing at an official level
with India. Given the way “news”
evolves over a day in media cir-
cles here, it is likely that this re-
port may become the basis for
further "analytical reports”.

Media backs Cronje
Reuters reports from Durban:

The country’s Sunday press
predictably expressed disbelief
over the match-fixing charges.

The Sunday Times, Sunday In-
dependent, Sunday Tribune and
the Afrikaans-language paper
Rapport all led with the story.

“SA  Government demands
tapes,” the Sunday Times report-
ed in a banner headline. It said
the South High Commissioner to
India, Mr. Maite Nkoane-Ra-

panel will discuss
case, says Muthiah

has been named in the case,

Rubbish, says Lele

However, the BCCI secretary,
Mr. Jaywant Lele, dismissed the
charges made by the Delhi po-
lice saying “it is all rubbish.
Such charges are baseless and |
cannot be proved.” {
Joshi defends police ;

In Calcutta, the Heavy Indus- |
tries Minister and BCCI vice- |
president, Mr. Manohar Joshi, |
defended the Delhi police for
tappmg the mobile phones and
esof the South African
cncketers during their India
tour.

“When there is an offence
police has every right to tap the
phones,” he told reporters. —

PTI UNI

mashada heard pohce tape rec-
ordings of mobile telephone
conversations alleged to be be-
tween Hansie Cronje and a book-
maker. The paper said the
Commissioner “was convinced
the accents were not South Afri-

»

can .

Indian officials turned down
Mr. Nkoane-Ramashada's re-
quest for a copy of the tapes and
the deputy commissioner of
crime prevention in New Delhi
told the paper that the tapes “had
been sealed and locked away in a
safe in New Delhi and would be
produced only when the matter
came to court”. The Sunday Tri-
bune was indignant. “It’s not our
Hansie,” its headline screamed,
with a sub-head saying ‘‘hoth
voices on tape Asian”.
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‘ T was yet another siruggle'\

( against “colonialism”. And yet
again, there was a lot of blood-

? shed. Zimbabwe’s parliament re-

‘ cently amended the constitution to
allow the government to seize white-
owned farmland without compensation
for redistribution to poor blacks. But
that wasn't enough. The new provision,
which will take effect as socon as
President Robert Mugabe puts his sig-
nature to it, says it is Britain’s responsi-
bility as the former colonial power to

Amending the constitution o allow for
skizure of white-owned farniand without
compensation isn’t enougt for Robert
Mugabe. He wants Britain, as a former
colonial power, to make the loss good for
dispossessed whites, says AYANJIT SEN
w

elf

Ims

ower to hel

p h

A

6}

el

pay dispossessed white farmers for their
losses. Was this claim justified? Or was
it just another Mugabe political gim-
mick to garner votes in the impending
elections?

London rejected any obligation. A coun-
try ruled by a “dictator” like Mugabe,
when taking a plunge in elections, is all
set to imbibe the issues of racism and
nationalism in political propaganda.
Whether Mugabe is successful or not
will be revealed in the months to come,
but this modern propaganda still falls
far short of Goebbels’s techniques
against Jews during the Nazi period in
Germany.

Mugabe's Zanu-PF party hailed the
constitutional amendment (passed by
100 party members only) as the culmi-
nation of Zimbabwe’s long struggle
against British colonialism. A few thou-
sand white farmers control more than
80 per cent of the country’s best land.
The preamble further states bow, under
colonial domination, the people of
Zimbabwe were unjustifiably dispos-
sessed of their land and other resources
without compensation. It explains, as a
national daily quotes, why the “Zimbab-
weans took up arms in order to regain
their land and political sovereignty” and
that the people must now “be enabled to
reassert their rights and regain owner-
ship of their land”. The key passage
states: “The former colonial power has
an obligation to pay compensation for
agricultural land compulsorily acquired
for resettlement, through a fund estab-
lished for the purpose.”

Zimbabwe minister for industry and
commerce Nathan Shamuyarira bel-
ieved this new bill would help to ease
political tensions, particularly since
British foreign secretary Robin Coo

had earlier expressed @ ..o

willingness to help |
finance land reform as
long as the government
helped the rural poor
and this was carried
out in accordance with
the rule of law. But the
department for inter-
national development
had read its lessons on
modern diplomacy well
enough. Its statement
carried no comment
from minister Clare
Short when the bill
was passed in Zimbab- -
we.

The department react-
ed with extreme cau-
tion. It only stated that
one sovereign and in-
dependent state could
not use its constitution
on another. For Zim-
babwe, however, this
bill is a stupendous
step to end the turmoil
on the farms which has
tarnished the country’s
international standing
and damaged its agri-
culture-based economy.
Harare claimed that
former British Prime
Minister Margaret
Thatcher agreed to
provide the compensa-
tion as a condition for
Mr Mugabe signing the
Lancaster House ag-
reement which final-
ised Zimbabwe’s inde-

pendence 20 years ago. The agreement
was abruptly abandoned when the Blair
government came to power. .

President Mugabe’s comment on *going
back to trenches” made the British for-
eign office admit that his wa;‘-llke decla-
rations were “worrying” but it would not
respond directly to his threats. Incid-
entally, Britain has spent £48 million on
land resettlement since Zimbabwe’s
independence, but payments stopped
after the UK claimed President Mugabe
was allocating land to his cronies and
not the peasants who needed it.

In fact, the wording of the amendment
appears far-reaching — its passage
through Zimbabwe’s parliament is wide-
ly perceived as a pre-election gimmick.
It is understood the country’s land
acquisition act would need to be chan-
ged before any land grabs could go

.ahead. Actually, the land row, fuelled by
‘Mugabe himself, as many British diplo-

mats believe, to whip up public support,
has soured relations with Britain to
their worst level since independence in
1980.

But what happens to the beleaguered
white farmers? This bill is going to give
Mugabe the power to help himself. But
Mugabe's party believes that this consti-
tutional amendment might bring an end
to the land invasions and siege of white
farms by armed men, evidently encour-
aged by the government.

Mugabe has played the cards close to
his chest in this amendment. With less
than a month to go to elections, the gov-
ernment sees its new power as a valu-
able populist weapon to fend off the
stiffest challenge yet to its power. Faced
with the worst political and economic
crisis since black majority rule began in

1980, the government of Zimbabwe has

-
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been beating the national-
ist drum and trying to
stoke hatred against the-
whites. And the recent
bloodshed points to this )
rude reality. Peter Hain, ¢
Britain’s foreign office
minister responsible for
Africa, described the vio-
lence as “anti-racist, anti-
white attacks” and
accused the authorities of
“thuggery” as recent is-
sues of London’s newspa-
pers point out. More to the |
point, the British foreign |
office travel advisory was
updated to include a warn-
ing to white Britons to
avoid future demonstra-
tions, taking into account
that there are more than
20,000 British nationals in
Zimbabwe.

Even the first EU-Africa
summit in Cairo was not
bereft of this discussion,
though in a subtle way. A
fish rots from the head —
so goes a favourite
Zimbabwean saying. With the chief fish-
monger away — President Mugabe is
frying fish in Cairo — the stench of
decay has become powerful. But
Mugabe is no political fool. He reported-
ly told Robin Cook that though the elec-
tions were postponed, it would be held
next month. A statement indeed. Even
as Zimbabwe’s new opposition party
welcomed this statement, there are good
chances that this statement gets altered
once again. The lust for power, as the
political historians interpret, is hard ia.
ignore. {

Robert Mugabe: overpowering lust for poyfer

Another argument provided by/British
political analysts is the susjénance of
international pressure agaist Mugabe.
The parliamentary elecffons initially
scheduled for this weekend and then
deferred to next mongh are a potential
watershed for Zimbghwe. Ever since Mr
Mugabe’s attemptgAo overhaul his coun-
try’s constitutioy were rejected by the
electorate earljfr this year, all political
momentum was with his political ene-
mies. And fvhat a way indeed to get
back into ghe driver’s seat!

Despite the game

N\

e

around the constitution
of Zimbabwe being
played up well by the
ruling authority, inter-
national pressure must
be maintained to make
sure that free and fair
electibns take place in
the country. Even the
British media has voi-
ced that Zimbabwe
should be expelled
from the Common-
wealth for the breach-
ing of the Harare
Declaration of Rights
(ironically named) nine
years ago.

What will be particu-
larly problematic for
white landowners in
Zimbabwe is if Mugabe
either calls a state of
emergency and aban-
dons this election, or
indulges in open elec-
toral fraud on a mas-
sive scale. Another
racist regime might
start off. This situation
is quite possible with
certain defeat staring
him in his face. In that
case, Mugabe’s political
isolation will be the
only solution.

(The author is on the

staff of The States-

man, currently in

Wales on a scholar-
. ship.)
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two weeks,
Edward  and
ne Oliver

will flee Zimbabwe
to start a new life
in England. “We're
getting out of here
before the eléc-
tions,” says the 33
year-old = Oliver
who runs a retail
“business. He's toe @
frighténed to meet
at home where hig
life'is now packed
away.in cardboard
boxes waiting for
the removal man.
Instead, he sits
drinking Zimbab-
we lager at a road-
side maotel, watch-
ing black and white
children = swim
together in a pool.
“If we wait until after, it will be too late. ’I’here s no future -
for my kids. Day by day the prices soar. And there is
absolutely o protection.”
Oliver decided to flee the country several weeks ago
when “things here suddenly turned very nasty for white
people”. It started in the Kwe Kwe area, a pro-Mugabe
Zanu-PF stronghold immediately after the referendum,
when a lecal farmer’s land was confiscated by Zanu-PF
war veterans and they were driven from their homes
without even being allowed to take a suitcase.
“The squatters even rang them up on their celiphone
and asked them how to use the video, that’s how bad it’s
gotten here,” Oliver says: Then anocther farmer and his
wife were abducted and beaten up. Then more farms
were occupied; two white tourists were attacked; and

Zimhabwean farmer Adrian Herud is.com-
forted by his wife Marion after allegedly
heing assaulted by a crowd of war veter-
ans and villagers in front of his Ardingly
farm house in Karoi, 200 km north of
Harare last Saturday. — APIPTI

THE STAR

o flee

Mugabe’s increasingly threatening tone
has convinced Zimbabwean whites with
- the means that the only way to go is

out, writes JANINE DI GIOVANNI

Oliver began receiving mtmudatmg threats from Zanu-
PF activists. His decision to take his wife and two daugh-
ters, aged two and four, out of the country came after the :
11 April demonstration in Harare which erupted in vio-
ence.

“After that I went out and bought four plane tickets for
England,” he says. He sold his BMW and his 18-ft fishing
boat, quit his job, and called an auctioneer to sell all his
fm'mture “We're only taking what we can carry on the
plane,” he says. “We're leaving everything else behind,
even our wedding presents.”

Michael Davidson, an Harare entrepreneur, is sending
his wife Anellia and their two children back to her family
in Bulgaria this week. He says the events of last week —
the violent demonstrations, the beating of white farmer
Ian Kay, the siege of JJ Hammond’s farm by squatters,
ax;g President Mugabe’s increasingly threatening tone to

tes has forced him to move his family. “There is only
so muich you can take,” he says.

Those who can get out are the lucky ones. Others are
trying to prepare for the inevitable. Barbie and Bruce
Brown, farmers in the Victory Block region which has
been targeted by Zanu-PF squatters, have prepared a
bag which they keep near their front door. “It’s got our
quahﬁcatwns passports, birth certificates and extra
medication in case we have to run in the middle of the
night,” Mrs Brown says, — The Tcmes Lon%on '
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| g\’a\ Z1mbabwe

RIES are short,
tdp conveniently so.
life and death

is a tragic illustration of this
human weakness that knows
no colour line.

Thirty-five years ago, a
British colony called Rhodesia,
ruled by a white minority,
made its unilateral declaration
of independence. The break
with the mother country had
come after an acrimonious
period of resisting pressure
from London to modestly
widen the franchise. For 14
years Rhodesia was a pariah
state, boycotted by order of the
UN Security Council, yet find-
ing ways to circumvent the
embargo and prosper in a way
that, if it had happened today,
would make Saddam Hussein
green with envy.

Even the big British oil com-
panies, Shell and BP, connived
in the sanctions busting with,
if not a nod, at least a wink
from Britain’s Labour govern-
ment.

That was

ing lack of initiative. Mugabe
appeared to lose interest in the
issue. A few months after inde-
pendence I met an old
acquaintance on a London
street, Bernard Chidzero,
Zimbabwe’s minister of
finance. “What’s going on
about land reform? What are
you planning to do?” I asked.
“Nothing for now,” he replied.
“It’s not on our list of priori-
ties.”

I couldn’t believe my ears,
even though I knew it had a
superficial rationale. The
white farmers, with their
exports of tobacco and fruit,
kept the country’s trade bal-
ance in the black. With the
grain and .vegetables, they
kept the urban population fed.
Moreover, and this seemed the
sensible part, there was much
to be done in upgrading the
productivity of those millions
of peasants who did at least
have land.

The arrival of black power in
South Africa, which should
have been liberating for
Zimbabwe, seemed to pose a
personal chal-

Britain’s mistake
number one: forc-
ing the Africans
to fight their
cause by guerril-
la warfare for
want of pressures
on other fronts.
Led by Robert
Mugabe, now

Sy JONAINAS PO

lenge to Mugabe.
He made it abun-
dantly clear in
more ways than
one that he didn’t
like the limelight
of liberation mov-
ing from him to
Nelson Mandela.
Mugabe seemed

Zimbabwe’s .
Prime Minister, the guerrillas
weakened the white govern-
ment to the point where it was
persuaded to sue for terms.

Both London and Washington
favoured a compromise with a
less militant black leadership
than Mugabe, the avowed
Marxist. Yet, as is usually the
case, the lack of British and
US commitment in the early
days of the struggle meant
that the militants held most of
the cards, not only on the bat-
tlefield but in electoral appeal
as well.

The stepping stone to black
rule had been the constitution-
al conference held at
Lancaster House in London.
One of the sticking points had
been the question of land
reform. I interviewed Mugabe
at the time and when I asked
him what the main issue for
his party was, he replied,
“Land, land, land, land, land.”
The British, however, were
constrained by public opinion
at home — the government
could not be seen to be giving
the whole of Rhodesia, lock,
stock and barrel (and that
meant the highly productive
white-owned farms) — to the
insurgent blacks. So the
British mumbled their way
through the conference, saying
that while they favoured a sen-
sible land reform they couldn’t
be explicit about how much
money they would set aside to
buy out the white farmers.

The Americans who, under
Jimmy Carter, had been active
partners with Britain in seek-
ing a solution to the conflict,
were even more reticent. “We
would never get an appropria-
tion for land reform through
Congress if it means giving
white farmers a tough deal,”
Andrew Young, US ambas-
sador to the UN told me.

Yet from Mugabe’s new gov-
ernment there was a deafen-

to take a person-
al delight in going in an oppo-
site direction to South Africa.

That became clear with his
nonsensical military escapade
in the Congolese war. This has
only worked to help bankrupt
Zimbabwe while unnecessarily
complicating an already
fraught situation — all, it
seems, so that members of
Mugabe’s inner circle can pad
their bank accounts with dia-
mond and other financial deals
in the Congo.

The land reform issue being
brought to the rapid boil in
Zimbabwe today is more of
the same. Until now, what lit-
tle land reform there has
been has taken productive
white land and put it into the
hands of Mugabe’s rich
friends and cronies. But, des-
perate to find a winning issue
at the polls in May, Mugabe
is using his land reform cru-
sade as a vote-getter. Defying
the courts, he has encouraged
old warriors to invade 700
white-owned farms while he
promises to expropriate them
without compensation if
Britain doesn’t give him the
money. For once, very belat-
edly, the British government
is trying to occupy the high
ground. If the election is hon-
est, says British foreign secre-
tary Robin Cook, then London
will help finance an orderly
and honest land redistribu-
tion programme.

But it could well be the
promise has come too late.
Britain — in its second grave
mistake — made its own con-
tribution to the present day
imbroglio by not putting seri-
ous money on the table for
land reform 20 years ago.
Now nobody can be can sure
whether Mugabe, if he got his
money, would spend it gn the
people who really degérve it.
That is the tragedy of modern
day Zimbabwe.
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Injustlce in Zlmbabwe

WITH THE passm& of an old order come efforts tm ect old
imbalances. This is part and parcel of the post-colonial experi-
ence. In the case of Zimbabwe, however, such efforts have
jumped rails and manifested in a free-for-all campaign of retri-
bution. Blacks, especially among the rural poor, have invaded
e farms owned by whites in a bid to snatch back what is “right-
fully” theirs. The most distressing aspect of the ongoing situa-
ion in Zimbabwe is that the Government sees it fit to fold its
arms and watch while rowdy mobs go aboyt looting in the name
of historical vengeance. t
In fact, with President Robert Mugabe's polltical appeal hav-
ing takef1 a beating in the last few years, the g¢vernment is hav-

') ing ng qualms about encouraging anti-sockals to take over pri-

vat¢/property owned by whites. Mr Mugabé, in the hope of gar-

' nefing some much needed popular supponrt, has even gone to

¢ extent of cocking a snook at the justice system by refusing a
igh court order to take action against the invaders and squat-
ters. Correcting socio-economic and cultural imbalances — in
Zimbabwe’s context, a legacy of the country’s colonial past — is
the duty of government, not that of violent mobs seeking instant
justice. Changes must be made through laws and those flouting
them must be punished. It is true that British colonial rule was
based strictly along racial lines. But the current chaos in
Zimbabwe is as much an example of destructive anarchy as of
redressing old wrongs.

Political analysts have seen Mr Mugabe’s open approval of the
continuing mayhem as a quick way to muster support for his
party. With Parliament dissolved, it becomes rather obvious that
he is now biding his time about announcing an election date.
The President will do this only after he senses a groundswell of
support for his act of stoking what is really a state-sanctioned
breakdown of law and order. The international community
must take serious note of Mr Mugabe’s unfortunate tactics and
urge him to restore order. It is only after tackling the present
spate of injustice that the patlon can address those committed
in the past. e
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Zimbabwe's Parliament
(House of Assembly) on
. April 11 sets in motion the
pfocess for the election of a new
Jarliament. The dissolved House
w;th a strength of 150 (120 elected
apd 30 nominated) was elected in
. the general elections in April 1995,
for five years. Thus, fresh elections
should have been held by now.
owever, the existing Constitu-
gwn provides for a six-month
indow period’. The actual date
of the poll is yet to be notified.

The now rejected Draft Consti-
tutlon which, had it been accept-
.&d, would have replaced the
‘existing Constitution that Zim-
| babwe inherited at the time of in-
. dependence 20 years ago, the
' so-called Lancaster House Consti-
. tution, would have reduced this
‘window’ period to four months.
As almost every action of the

- Government even before the cur-
rent intensification of long-exist-
‘ing problems affecting the very
' being of the country, the dissolu-
“tion of Parliament too has been
-greeted with highly critical scepti-
sm by much of the local and
ost of the foreign media as yet
ther manifestation of the fun-
[‘damentally undemocratic charac-
r of the ZANU-PF Government,
in particular, of the President,
Robert Mugabe. Whatever be
e failings of Mr. Mugabe, he has
il now) given no indication that
¢ would impede the democratic
focess this even after the setback
p suffered when the Draft Consti-
g8tion was narrowly rejected in
Be referendum three months ago.
hus, the view of the constituen-

would require at least three
fonths to draw up the bounda-
is being interpreted as a de-
“gpus device to further put off
elections, perhaps even indefi-
i nitely, and declare a state of emer-
‘gency.

Three recent developments —
the steep fall in the value of the
“Zimbabwe dollar towards the end
of 1997 because of holding back of
promlsed IMF credits, the deci-
sion to award large pensions to
former veterans of the liberation
war despite the strains in the
economy, and the decision to ex-
tend military assistance to the be-
leaguered Democratic Republic of
the Congo in August 1998 — cu-
mulatively contributed to the fur-
ther intensification of the
long-festering problems, in the

iain those revolving round the
question of land.

Mr. Mugabe has much to an-
swer for. On the crucial issue of
redistribution of arable farmland
to the landless, in respect of which
the restrictions in the Lancaster
House Constitution ceased to ap-
#ly ten years after independence,
fthe Government has been able to
_§d0 much less than its target —

k]

riy comment on the
situation in
Zimbabwe has to
consider the role
of the foreign media,
especially South
African, which has
been hostile to Zanu
PF and Myr. Robert
Mugabe, says
M. S. PRABHAKARA.

i Upheaval in Zimbabwe

HE DISSOLUTION k()

Mr. Mugabe has always main-
tained, though this is being pro-
jected as part of his present
‘rhetoric’, that there is no ques-
tion of paying the market price for
land which he maintains was sim-
ply ‘stolen’ by the first colonial
settlers or was ‘sold’ to later set-
tlers, by the colonial administre-
tion keen to  encourage
settlements, for absurd prices.
Any compensation would not cov-
er the soil of Zimbabwe, which af-
ter all belonged to the people, but
only any additions and improve-
ments done on the farms.

The Draft Constitution, rejected
three months ago, included a pro-

o =

role of the local and foreign
media, in particular the powerful
and influendal South African
media, still largely controlled by
the white minority. During the last
six years of following the South
African media, this correspondent
cannot recall a single item of news
or analysis which has not been
uncompromisingly hostile to the
ZANU-PF Government and in par-
ticular to Mr. Mugabe.

If one believed these reports,
Zimbabwe, ‘going down the
tubes” and “on the brink” for
months and years, should have
disappeared from the maps long
ago.

Zimbabwe’s President, Mr. R

about 52,000 families resettied on
2.7 million hectares about a third
of the Government’s target in
terms of the resettlement of peo-
ple and land required for this pur-
pose.

A key issue impeding the proc-
ess is compensation. Zimbabwe
maintains that Britain, as the for-
mer colonial power has not ful-
filled its commitment to help.
Britain, under the New Labour,
maintains that the land distribu-
tion as implemented till now has
only benefited ZANU-PF support-
ers. Indeed, central to any genuine
and implementable land redis-
tribution programme is the issue
of compensation. The Constitu-
tion and the laws as they stand re-
quire the compensation to be at
the market price of the land. This
has been repeatedly endorsed by
the judiciary. The fact is that Zim-
babwe by itself does not have the
resources to pay this price.

obert Muga :

vision\which sjfuated the land is-
sue in the copfext of the country’s
history of tolonial settlements, its
armed struggle and a set of guide-
lines to assess “‘compensation for
compulsory acquisition of agricul-
tural land”, which included *‘the
price paid for the land when it was
last acquired”.

But that is history. The current
reality is the phenomenon of what
is projected in much of the media

s “land invasion” but which in
reality is more akin to “illegal
squatting”’. Indeed, unlike the
media, the organisation which has
the greatest vested interest in
some kind of a via media between
maintaining the status quo and
seeking an accommodation with
the majority of the landless, the
Commercial Farmers’ Union, has
been far more circumspect in its
reactions. Any comment on the
present situation in Zimbabwe
has, necessarily, to consider the
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greets supporters... assertive stance.

No less a person than Mr. Nel-
son Mandela had this to say in his
recent interview to The Guardian
of London (April 5): “The South
African press unfortunately are so
hostile to Mugabe that they are
prepared to say things which we
know are not true about him. Sim-
ply because he lost the referen-
dum, they think he is going to lose
the election. The fact that he has
lost the referendum may be a
blessing in disguise for him. Mu-
gabe is a strategic thinker, he is a
very capable man. If I have to ex-
press an opinion, he is likely to
retain power”.

Though the interview was wide-
ly reported in the press, with ex-
tensive quotes dealing with
matters British and American, no
newspaper reproduced these sen-
tences dealing with South Africa’s
close neighbour, going through a
deep political crisis.

—
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Mugabe tells
/ ==
« whites not to Y

¢

REUTERS

HARARE, April 16, -
Zimbabwe’s President, Mr
Robert Mugabe, arrived home
to a mounting political crisis
today and told white farmers
not to resist an illegal land-
grab by war veterans.

The two-month-old occupation
of at least 500 white-owned
farms by 1970s Liberation War
veterans threatened to spiral
out of control late yesterday
when a crowd abducted and
killed a white farmer.

Another two white farmers
were reported missing today
and the Opposition Movement
for Democratic Change said
two of its members had been
killed overnight.

“I know there is an expecta-
tion that I will say to the war
veterans get off the land. T will
not say or do that,” Mr Mugabe
told about 1,000 supporters
who welcomad him home.

The President went to Cuba
to attend the G-77 economic
summit.

The comments dashed hopes
that Mr Mugabe would back
the vice-president, Mr Joseph
Mzsika’s call to war veterans to
leave the farms and await a
formal lend distribution

process.

The occupations have twice
been ruled illegal by the
Zimbabwe High Court.

Some of the occupiers left the
farms after being persuaded by
three Cabinet ministers.
Farmers in the Marondera dis-
trict, however, said they had
been told to pack and leave by
tonight.

Mr Mugabe said said he
would meet the war veterans
and white commercial farmers
to “map the way forward”. But
he said the occupations weuld
continue till a formal land
redistribution strategy had
been negotiated and imple-
mented.

Meanwhile, Mr Mugabe has
accused Britain, the former
colonial power and the harsh-
est of his western critics, of
trying to organise internation-
al sanctions against his gov-
ernment, which must face par-
liamentary elections by
August. )

“If they want to help us, they
will have to help us on our
terms.”

The British foreign secretary,
Mr Robin Cook, said in India
that he would summon
Zimbabwe’s high commissioner
to London to explain yester-

1 RRUD

resist Iund-grul;\

day’s murder and to urge the
restoration of law and order.

“We will be demanding that
the government stops the occu-
pation of the farms before there
are any more deaths.”

Mr Mugabe did not make any
direct comment on vesterday’s
murder in Marondera of white
farmer Dave Stevens, a known
MDC supporter who resisted
the occupation of his farm on
Saturday.

He, however, reiterated his
earlier adyice to the 4,500 .

whites who own or control an
estimated 75 per cent of the
nation’s best farmlands to
accept the occupations.

“We have warned the white

‘farmers not to be provocative,

not to take up arms, not to
resist. If they do that, they
will suffer the consequences.
You must accept the conse-
quences of your actions
because we have warned you,”
he said.

He termed as “impractical
and impossible” last week’s sec-
ond court order for ~he evictior
of at least 7,000 war veterans
from at least 500 white-owned
farms.

“The legal processes will not

work...For us in government |

we see this as a political issue.”
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_Zimbhabwe whites

queue up to reclaim
British clhzenshlp

'

I

W %

HARARE, April 17,
white Zimbabweans queued to
reclaim their British citizen-
ship today after President
Robert Mugabe declined to con-
demn the weekend killing of
three Opposition members
including a white farmer.

An official at the British High
Commission in Harare said the
office had been swamped by
whites registering to reclaim
British citizenship Witnesses
said there was a ong queue
outside the consulate during
the three hours the office was
open.

Mr Mugabe returred from an
economic summit in Cuba yes-
terday to a deepening political
crisis driven by the occupation
of at least 500 white-owned
farms by supporters of his
Zanu-pf party.

He did not criticise the vio-
lence against white farmers
and the Opposition Movement
for Democratic Change and
said he would not make any
effort to end the land-grab
campaign by veterans of former
Rhodesia’s 1970s guerrilla
Struggle for Independence from
Britain.

“I know there is an expecta-
tion that T will say to the war
veterans get off the land. T will
not say or do that,” he told
chanting supporters at the air-
port.

Last month, the British for-
eign office minister for Africa,
Mr Peter Hain; said London
would take in up to 20, 000

REUTERS

— Anxious -

\

white Zlmbab eans if the situ-
ation deteriorafed further.

Yesterday, Mr Hain sum-
moned the Zimbabwe High
Commissioner to demand an
explanation for the violence
and to urge action to restore
law and order.

British and Zimbabwean offi-
cials say they have no exact
count of the number of people
entitled to reclaim British citi-
zenship they gave up under a
Zimbabwean law banning dual
nationality. They estimate the
figure at around 25,000.

Today, the Commercial
Farmers’ Union, grouping
4,500 mostly white farmers
targeted in the invasions, said
it was still assessing the situa-
tion after the weekend vio-
lence.

A CFU official said the union
was reluctant to comment fur-
ther, but might hold a news
conference.

In Marondera district, where
50-year-old David Stevens was
murdered, local CFU chair-
man, Mr Guy Watson-Smith
said 46 farms in the area had
been evacuated.

“It could be that the guys
decide to go back onto their
farms tonight, but right now
nothing is happening,” he said.

Several more farms were
occupied overnight, including
one owned by an elderly couple
about 150 km north of the capi-
tal.

The farmer, who asked not to
be identified, said the invaders

demanded food grfd gave them
three days'h%fiatdihe farm.

“We are terribly terrified.
They have been singing and
dancing all night and chanting
slogans praising the govern-
ment and denouncing the oppo-
sition,” he said.

In neighbouring South Africa,
former President Nelson
Mandela declined to comrment
in depth about the crisis, but
said it could best be addressed
through diplomatic channels.
“South Africa will be more
effective if they do it quieuly,”
he told reporters.

Mr Mandela’s successor, Mr
Thabo Mbeki, met Mr Mugabe
earlier this year and offered
conditional financial assistance
to Zimbabwe’s cash-strapped
government.

But he has not made any com-
ment on the land-grab or the
weekend violence.

A British official said Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook h
asked Nigeria’s President,
Olusegun Obasanjo, to put
pressure on Zimbabwe to halt
the land invasions.

The official said Mr Cook
would also speak to South
African foreign minister, Mr
Nkosazana Zuma.

The official Herald newspaper
has slammed the opposition
MCD, saying it was a front for
white farmers.

“MDC is a Trojan horse bring-
ing together those opposed to
the government’s plans to
acquire land from white com-
mercial farmers and distribute
it to land-hungry peasants,’
the paper said in an editoria

today. -
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families have pulled out of their

farms in the Marondera district in

recent days in the face of increasing
violence from squatters occupying farms there,
farmers said on Sunday.

However, President Robert Mugabe has
only increased the stakes in Zimbabwe’s land
battle, refusing to condemn the violence which
hasled to the deaths of three political opponents
even as the crisis threatens the unity of his own
party.

Two Black officials and a White farmer, all
members of the Opposition Movement for De-
mocratic Change (MDC), died in a weekend of
violence, to which Mugabe turned a blind eye
on his return on Sunday from a Third World
economic summit in Cuba.

The President also refused to tell the veter-
ans he once led in the 1970s independence war
against White rule to leave around a thousand
White farms they have occupied in recent
weeks to force redistribution of land they say

I knlpw there is
an expectation that I will say \o tNe war veterans
getoff the land. I will not say dr d that,” he told
chanting supporters at the airpo

On Monday, the Commerckl Farmers’
Union (CFU), grouping 4,500 mostly White
farmers targeted in the invasions, said it was still
assessing the situation. However, a farmerwho
wished to remain anonymous told AFP that
some 50 farmers had abandoned their proper-
ties to move in with friends and relatives in
towns and cities. He was speaking from‘a pri-
vate clinic in Marondera, where a number of
farmers wounded in beatings are being treated.

The Marondera farming area became the
flashpoint in the ongoing invasions by war veter-
ans with the murder on late Satuday of one
White farmer and theabduction of five others.
“The situation is very frightening,” said one
farmer’s wife, who asked not to be named. “Al-
most all the farmers want to leave to Marondera
townorHarare.”

David Stevens was shot dead late on Satur-

ee as Mugab

day. His neighbours, Stuart Demill and Ian
Hardy, missing for several hours after being
taken prisoner by a mob claiming to be war veter-
ans, were found on Sunday afternoon by the po-
lice in the Bush and taken to hospital. The two
were among six White farmers abducted after
clashes at a farm belonging to Stevens near the
central town of Marondera. The other three
farmers, Steve Krynauw, Gary Luke and John
Osborne, were also beaten up and were being
trcated at Marondera on Sunday. Another local
farmer, lan Kay, was wounded last week by in-
vaders at his farm. .

Farmers have complained at the attitude of
the police. Demill said he and Hardy had been
abducted while the police looked on. “(The)
police did not do a thing,” he said. Head of CFU
Tim Henwood too claimed the police did not
help the farmers as they were abducted. “The
police were cither unable or unwilling to do any-
thing about it,” he said.

Political scientist Masipula Sithole told
Reuters in Harare that Mugabe was allowing a

L

crisis to develop in the hopé that it would bol-
ster the flagging fortunes of his ruling ZANU-
PF party in the general election expected in
May. “It’s a very high-risk and divisive strategy

AP 1D
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.

and I think we are going to see Mugabe being
challenged on this strategy within his own party
in the coming days,” Sithole said.

Mugabe, who accuses the White farmers of
bankrolling the MDC, has bluntly told them to
back him or quit the country. His popularity at
an all-time low as he prepares to celebrate 20
years in power with ZANU-PF on Tuesday, he
flew into the country from Havana on Sunday
and refused to order thousands of veterans and
supporters off more than500 occupied White-
owned farms.

On Monday, the official Herald newspaper
slammed the MDC, saying it was a front for
White commercial farmers. “MDC'is a Trojan
horse bringing together those opposed to the
Government’s plans to acquire land from White
commercial farmers and distribute it to land-
hungry peasants,” the papersaid in an editorial.

The invasions, openly supported by Mugabe
but, recently, not by his senior ministers have
crippled the 4,500, mostly White-owned com-
mercial farms that form the backbone of the

e ignores spiralling violence

country’s disintegrating economy. Whites,
about 1 per cent of the 12.5 million population,
own most of the productive land. So far, they
have kept alow profile and avoided provocative
statements in the knowledge that any reaction
could trigger a bloodbath and allow Mugabe to
declare a state of emergency. .
But tempers are fraying, “Black people and
White people are being crushed back into...the
dark ages,” Bruce Gemmill, whose son was
among the abducted and beaten farmers, told
Reuters on his farm 100 km north of Harare.
“There is no future for this country with subsis-

-tence agriculture,” he said. “Itis the hallmark of

atotally derelict and bankrupt society.” .
Worried, the British Foreign Office in Lon-
don summoned Zimbabwean High Commis-
sioner Simbarashe Mumbengegwi to complain
about the farm murder and the general violence.
Britain has alsocalled on Zimbabwe’s neighbours
toput pressure on the increasingly isolated country
and the President to back away from the abyss
andbring a retusn to normality. tl\h%
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HARARE, APRIL 21. Mobs of inde-
pendence way veterans kept up
their campaign of violence
against white-owned farms in
Zimbabwe ofernight as regional
leaders prepared to hold talks on
the escalating crisis.

Sources in the besieged farming
community said pro- government
forces went around Marondera
and Wedza areas east of Harare
harassing and intimidating farm
workers.

They reported a similar cam-
paign around Arcturus, 35 km
north of the capital Harare, where
two farm compounds were re-
ported to have been burnt on
Thursday. Farm workers from the
area were said to have fled to the
bush.

“They slept in the bush last
night, and 1 think a lot of them are
not going to return,” said one
farmer.

Hundreds of white-owned
farms have been occupied by self-
styled veterans of Zimbabwe's lib-
eration war, obstructing crop pro-
duction and further devastating
the economy as well as plunging
the country into a deep political
crisis.

In Nyamapanda, in the north-
east, a farming source said hun-
dreds of civil servants had been
hounded out of t1e area after they
were accused of supporting the
opposition.

The violence has continued de-
spite a call on Thursday by War
Veterans Association leader, Mr.
Chenjerai Hunzvi, for a cessation
of hostilities. He said the occupa-
tions would ccntinue without
hampering the work of the farm-
ers.

At least four people — two
white farmers, a policeman and a
pregnant woman — have died as
a result of the land invasions.

In Victoria Falls, the Namibian
President, Mr. Sam Nujoma, ar-
rived for a summit meeting on
Zimbabwe’s crisis and the war in
the Democratic Fepublic of Con-
go with Zimbabwe’'s Mr. Robert
Mugabe, South Africa’s Mr. Tha-
bo Mbeki and Mozambique's Mr.
Joaquim Chissano.

“Zimbabwe is « sovereign state

in Zimbabwe

and the Zimbabweans have the
capacity to deal with their inter-
nal problems and we are support-
ing them,” Mr. Nujoma said.

Mr. Morgan Tsvangirai, leader
of the Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC), which poses the
biggest challenge to Mugabe's
ruling Zanu-PF in parliamentary
elections due in May, called on
the Presidents to put pressure on
Mr. Mugabe to resolve the crisis.

“I hope that they will utilise
the...meeting in Victoria Falls to
put pressure on President Mu-
gabe, (and tell him) that he is pur-
suing a suicidal path,” Mr.
Tsvangirai said.

The increasingly violent land
invasions have drawn interna-
tional condemnation and have
forced farmers off their lands
when they should be harvesting
tobacco, a crucial foreign ex-
change earner for the embattled
economy.

The leaders will also be discuss-
ing the war in the Congo, where
Zimbabwean and Namibian
troops are involved on the side of
the Congolese leader, Mr. Laurent
Kabila, who has been fighting re-
bels backed by Rwanda and
Uganda since August 1998.

The war is unpopular and has
cost the government millions of
dollars it can ill afford.

Hunzvi and the 4,500-strong
Commercial Farmers Union
(CFU) are also expected to attend
the meeting.

Mugabe’s assurance

[n Marondera, Mr. Hunzvi told
representatives of the white farm-
ers that Mr. Mugabe was guaran-
teeing their security.

“Security has been guaranteed
by the President,” Mr. Hunzvi
said in response to questioning by
one of the farmers in this region
southeast of Harare, where many
farms have been illegally occu-
pied by war veterans.

“We have committed ourselves
to an agreement for the end of
hostilities,” he said referring to
the outcome of Mr. Mugabe’s
meetings on Wednesday with vet-
erans’ and farmers’ leaders. Reu-
ters, AFP
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& MR. MUGABE’S DANGEROUS GAMBLE

AFRICA’S TRAGEDY IS that its leaders, with a
few honourable exceptions like the Nobel lau-
reate, Mr. Nelson Mandela, have proved un-
worthy of the trust of their desperately poor,
gullible people. A terrible famine threatens the
Horn of Africa and humiliating poverty stalks
large areas of the rest of the continent. In Zim-
babwe, the richly endowed former British colo-
ny of Rhodesia in southern Africa, a ruler who
has enjoyed power for an unbroken, unchal-
lenged twenty years, has been kindling racial
hatred in a cynical attempt to remain in office.
Mr. Robert Mugabe, a Nehru award winner, had
used the support of the wealthy and powerful
white minority to stay in the Presidency. When
the whites, owning more than 70 per cent of the
arable land in the country, decided it was time
they asked their black farm labourers to back
another leader, Mr. Mugabe pulled out the last
card in his armoury: the race card. What the
world is witnessing in Zimbabwe is the power
game that the new, native ruling class and its

erstwhile white supporters are playing. The two

may yet patch up and continue their old tango
at the cost of the impoverished majority. But
there will be no winners in this game.

Racial harmony on which economic pro-
gress and the ultimate wellbeing of the conti-
nent depend may become the grievous loser.
When Mr. Mugabe realised that the whites
might back his political opponents to safeguard
their own interests during promised elections
next month, he let loose his army of supporters
and hit them where it hurt the most. The armed
men, many of whom are veterans of the war
that forced Britain to leave and ended white
minority rule, forcibly occupied the farms, kill-
ing a few and maiming more in the bargain. Mr.
Mugabe, whose party has funded and organised

the operation, has refused to call batk D\
squatters. His policemen stand by, ignoring ju
dicial orders to evict the land grabbers. The
farm invasions began within a week of Mr. Mu-
gabe’s defeat in a referendum on a new consti-
tution that would have allowed the
Government to take white-owned land without
compensation. In two months, the country has
been reduced to a state of lawlessness as Mr.
Mugabe seems determined to sacrifice any-
thing to retain his hold on power. The two sides
have begun to talk and may yet reach some
compromise, as the whites and the former colo-
nial power realise that their selfishness and lack
of foresight are partly to blame for the current
crisis. Land reforms are the answer but neither
Mr. Mugabe nor his white supporters have felt
the need to implement them so as long as they
share the ftuits of power. 0~

The international community must be ge
uinely concerned over the development since
echoes of the racial tensions in Zimbabwe can
be heard far and wide on the continent. One
worried neighbour is South Africa where the
magic touch of Mr. Mandela has performed the
near-miracle of keeping the racial peace when
there was enough provocation from the scars
left by the wounds of apartheid. On his succes-
sor, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, has fallen the responsib-
ility of safeguarding the Mandela legacy. In
concert with the Presidents of Namibia and
Mozambique, Mr. Mbeki has responded with
urgency to douse the fire through a regional
initiative. Among those taking heart from this
will be Mr. Kofi Annan, the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral, who recently issued a heart-felt appeal to
the African leaders to use their power to the
good of their countries. For them and their con-
tinent, time is really running out.
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_CLOSER TO CHAOS |
‘7(\’%8(}%&\ Mugabe divides Zimbabwe

JALLY, elites of foreign origin haven’t stood much
of a chance in Africa, but things may evolve slightly differ-
ently in Zimbabwe. Early this month, Robert Mugabe got
Parliament to pass the Land Acquisition Bill which allows his
government to take over any White farm after paying a deriso-
ry compensation that must lead to the ruin of the White farm-
ing community in the country. Mugabe is catering to powerful
local sentiments in a country where most good farming land is
in White hands, while seven million Blacks live in poverty in
the communal areas. His cynicism is exposed by the fact that
he did nothing for 20 years and woke up only when faced with
the prospect of defeat in the elections due in August. The little
land that was acquired under the Commercial Farm
Resettlement Scheme was given away to his friends. That may
not matter in the immediate term. An issue has been found,
an atmosphere has been created, emotions are on the boil and
Mugabe has found a way to keep his political pot bubbling.
The “land invasions” by gangs euphemistically called war vet-
erans, have intensified since the passing of the Bill. Over a
thousand farms have been occupied, two White farmers have
been killed and several others badly beaten. The police are not
interested. Far from enforcing the law, they have appealed
against a recent high court order upholding an earlier
Supreme Court ruling asking the squatters to vacate the
lands. Police say they do not have the wherewithal to carry
out the court order. The squatters know that the government
is behind them and that thjs is now a political issue. This was
plain when Mugabe returned from the G-77 summit and
refused to order the “war veterans” off the land, even suggest-
ing that it was their historical right to stay. He put the blame
on White farmers, calling them “enemies of Zimbabwe”.
Mugabe’s adversaries will now have to ask themselves
whether they have any hope of dislodging him in August. The
movement for democratic change, floated by the Zimbabwe
Congress of Trades Union in September last year, and the
National Constitutional Assembly, another opposition forma-
tion, have shown strong support in urban areas. There are
fuel shortages, low money supply and a 50 per cent rate of
unemployment, besides which Mugabe’s 20 years have been
characterised by corruption, incompetence and military adven-
turism in Congo. The rural economy is in danger of imminent
collapse. Mugabe is trying to fall back on pan-African sympa-
thies and has got two other African states to support him. But
| the judiciary is clearly displeased and there is dissension
within his own government on the issue. The expected fall-out |
would be calling out the army but Zimbabwe is heading for |
chaos and there is no telling which way things will go. The
army had offered to evict the squatters, when the police plead-
ed their inability to do so. The situation is explosive.
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Cook sets ternis

for release of aid

to Zimbabwe g+~
Violence must end, Mugabe told

Vijay Dutt
London, April 27

RITISH FOREIGN
BSecretary Robin

. Cook delivered a

blunt message to
Zimbabwe as its ministeri-
al delegation flew to
London for negotiating a
settlement on the release
of funds for land reforms
in the country, He said
that although Britain is
willing to release £36 million for
land reforms it will do so only if
violence and occupation of farm
lands are stopped forthwith by the
Mugabe Government.

Mr Cook has warned Mr Mugabe
that "Britain is ready to help the
Government of Zimbabwe but we
are not ready to appease. There
can be no help unless there is an
end to the occupations and a start
to elections. The choice is there for
Zimbabwe. This could be the day
(summit meet day) when they put
behind them the chaos of the last
three weeks."

If Mr Mugabe complies with Mr
Cook’s terms Britain has indicated
that it will organise a donor con-
ference to solicit support from
other western countries for raising
more funds for the voluntary pur-
chase of land and its redistribution
to the landless Zimbabweans.

Robin Cook

)K/\/\\ President Mugabe has sent three

senior ministers to London to
attend the summit here for negoti-
ating the release of funds. But, the
ministerial delegation led
by John Nkomo, Local
Government Minister, can
hardly take any decisions.
They would convey to
President Mugabe the
terms negotiated with Mr
Cook for release of funds.

Foreign Office sources
said that it was unlikley
that Mr Mugabe would concede
the pre-conditions stated by Mr
Cook for the release of the money,
that is an immediate stoppage of
violence and vacation of seized
farms. The Foreign Office fears
that Mr Mugabe might step up the
seizure of more white-owned
farms. Mr Nkomo has recently said
that Britain should not teach
democracy to Zimbabwe.

The summit is thus not expected
to produce any firm agreement.
Britain will then ask the
Commonwealth countries to build
up diplomatic pressure on Mr
Mugabe and take a tough line
against his perceived policy of
forcible and often violent manner
of seizing farms. The
Commonwealth Foreign Ministers
Action Group is to meet next week
where Mr Cook could make such a
demand.
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U. K., Zlmbabwe begln talks

/V{’\y Thomas Abraham N) No

LONDON, APRIL 27. Britain and Zim-
babwe began talks today on resolving
"the crisis emanating from the take-
over of white-owned farms in the for-
mer British colony. Three senior
Zimbabwe Ministers met the British
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Robin Cook, to
discuss a £ 36-million aid package that
Britain has said it is willing to give
Zimbabwe in order to finance an or-
derly land reform programme.

The meeting will also attempt to re-
pair the frayed relations between the
two countries. Despite the offer of
funding, the two sides were expected
to have difficulties agreeing on the
conditions to be attached to British
assistance. Mr. Cook has said that Bri-
tain will only provide aid to Zim-
babwe if Mr. Mugabe ends the current
occupation of white-owned lands,
and holds elections as scheduled next
month. “There can be no help unless
there is an end to the occupations and
a start to the elections.”

The Zimbabwean delegation says
that under the agreement that led to
Zimbabwe's independence nearly 20
years ago, Britain has a duty to fund
land reform, and that no conditions
can be attached. Mr. John Nkomo,
Zimbabwe’s Minister for Local Elec-
tions, said they could not accept any
pre- conditions. White farmers, who
form less than one per cent of the
population, own most of the best
farming land in Zimbabwe, a legacy of
colonial times, when white settlers
forced blacks off their traditional
lands. Since then, land redistribution
has been a major issue in Zimbabwe,
and has helped to fuel the current un-
rest.

Britain, which acknowledged that
the colonial imbalances had to be re-
dressed, gave Zimbabwe £ <4 millions
for land reform from the time of inde-
pendence till 1988, when t stopped
funds on the grounds that the money
was not being used effectively to tack-

Britain’s Forelgn Secretary, Mr. Robin Cook, makes his opening remarks
at a meeting with representatives of the Z|mbabwean Government at
the Foreign Office in London on Thursday. At right is the leader of the

Zimbabwean delegation, Mr. John Nkomo. — AP

le rural poverty. “It became increas-
ingly obvious that the land reform
programme was not achieving its ob-
jective which was to tackle rural pov-
erty and redress the historic
imbalance,” the Foreign Office Minis-
ter, Mr. Peter Hain, explained before a
parliamentary select committee. He
added that in recent times, most of
the land had been redistributed to se-
nior Government officials rather than
to the poor.

“In the last two years around half
the properties distributed have gone
to friends of the Government; some
places to senior officials, retired offi-
cials. Very little of it, if any, is farmed;
so the problem of rural poverty has
not been addressed.”

Other Western donors, including
the United States, have until recently
continued to fund land reform in Zim-
babwe. Zimbabwe feels that Britain
has gone back on its commitments,
and has no right to lay down pre-con-
ditions for funding. “We would never
have got to this point had the British
lived up to their commitments. We
would never have had any problem

THE HINDU

with Tony Blair's Government had' .

Tony Blair accepted the commitments
of the previous Government,” Mr.:
Nkomo said. British officials have
hinted that the prospect of any agree-
ment at these talks is slim, and have’
said that Britain will raise the matter
at a meeting next week of Common-
wealth Ministers.
AP reports:

Police have arrested an Associated

Press photographer, alleging he
matches the eyewitness description of

a person involved in an attack on the’
offices of Zimbabwe's only independ-
Obed Zilwa, a
South African citizen based in Cape
Town, was preparing to return home -

ent newspaper. Mr.

from covering the political crisis in

Zimbabwe when police arrested him-

at Harare's airport.

i

Police questioned Mr. Zilwa for

more than seven hours. Besides ask-
ing about the explosion at the offices
of the Daily News, they asked for Zil-
wa's opinions on the land occupa-
tions and Zimbabwe’s political
parties.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA, REUTERS

WASHINGTON, March 12. —
Mr Jonas Savimbi, to whom at
one time CIA provided arms
and funds and who was a hero
in America because he was
supposed to be fighting
Communism in Angola, is
charged in a UN report with
smuggling diamonds to procure
arms to continue the civil war.
The report, an advance copy
of which has been leaked to
press, accuses two African
Presidents of fuelling Angola’s
civil war by enabling the coun-
try’s rebels to circumvent inter-
national arms, oil, financial
and diamond sanctions. The
report by UN Security council’s
Angola Sanctions Committee
will be tabled on Wednesday.

It accuses Presidents
Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo
and Blaise Campaore of
Burkina ¥aso of colluding with
Mr Savimbi for traffi

ing

monds.

Once compared with George
Washington, the Unita rebel
leader who is waging a bloody
civil war in Angola is charged
with using diamonds to procure
arms to continue with his
movement in the UN report.

The UN had banned sale of
arms, military equipment and
fuel to the Unita rebels in 1993
after Mr Savimbi refused to
accept defeat by Angola’s
President Jose dos Santos in
elections the previous year and
refused to stop the civil war.

In mid-1998, the embargoes
were tightened to include a
freeze on bank accounts of
Unita leaders and a ban on dia-
mond exports, which have
brought the rebels $ 4 billion
1992.

Angola’s high-quality gems
have allowed the rebel Unita
movement to buy weapons,
mainly from Bulgaria. The

fuel in return for dia-

n‘s‘mﬁﬂm
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N report slams govt
over Angola

rough diamonds are shipped to
Antwerp, Belgium, where the
government has done little to
stop gem trafficking, the UN
report says.

It also names the govern-
ments of Ivory Coast, Rwanda
and Gabon, besides a Lebanese
arms dealer and Belgian dia-
mond merchant as supporters
of the Unita rebels. It says Mr
Eyadema and deposed Ivory
Coast President, Mr Henri
Konan Bedie, acted as bankers
for Mr Savimbi after the UN
sanctions were extended on
Unita’s bank accounts and
travel by rebel leaders abroad.

The UN report, drawn up by a
panel of experts, was unusual
in its boldness in fingering cur-

rent and past government lead- |
ers among UN member coun- :

tries. Several names of African
government officials were
dropped from the final version
of the study because of lack of
evidence.



w : "BOLJY Yinog jsutede , suon
{-3ues [euOlBUIdIUL,, 10} PI[[ed
ESwE-E asoym Jo auo ‘epuen’
JY3om yonur patired sAemie
u. U sey uonounsip ayJ, ‘SaniAnoe
YONs uIoly J[as)I JUSUIUISA0D) 3}
Stroueisip Apowns apiym ‘sananoe
8pmsnqg-uonoues yons Ul paajoa
|-\, useq oaey Aew,, I0 ‘U3dq
_ouwn . S[enplarput 3?_5: ey
papaJu0d 20U0 UBY) dloul SBY
|19y JUSWIUISA0D) 3Y] "SAUIABOR
iyons ut paajoaut 3uiaq Jo suedLyy
((pnog ua) sawreu uodal ay) ‘pey
i-ed Z1ZV "I\ ‘siiejjy u310104 Jo 19)
‘ wE_E Linda( ay3 03 Buipioddy
‘ueq
_E\Eb 9Y) JULAWINDID 0} VIINM
Pa[qeus sey ‘YIV] Ayl 03 palet
l-[ipe sIoLed UO S[EIJO VIINN
Aq [oAeI} UO UB( JY] JO , UOQDED
“-aaaw 3ANDIRS,, Y} pue ‘syurodire
.Jonuos xe|,, yeys sAes j1odax
oﬁ ‘BOLY INOS 0] 102dsar uf
"Teak s8]
uoneSePp VLINA® [PAs[-ydy ®
PaAIa2a1 ‘sAes 110da1 ay) ‘eiquIez
repuedn pue epuemy uioy ,sI1d
Fpeaur pue spqa1,, isurede 143y
811 Ul e[oSUY JO JUSWIUIIA0L) )
RHOJ] POAISISI SBY JUSWIUIaA03
sy 18yl uoddns ayy pue ‘eiqe)
w:\:t:mq "IN ‘JuapIsald 8yl ynm

.

IYLINN uo ueq °"N°n m:::c: suo

o1q epuemy 1de ‘D¥d 3y ul

epUBMY PUB VIIN(] JO S9210} 9},

U29MIaq SYUI[ 3} JO 1XIILOD AY)
ul epuemy suonuau uodas ayy,

S
-wns ATRUIPIORIIXS,, SIY 10} wini
-onb pamnbai ays 3138 j0u pmoo
Adunts  aroedwion -1y asnedsq
ydnoyp [p] — Sunedw NyQ ue
SSaIppe 10 PU3llk 01 PaMO]je Udaq
I9A3U sey oym — Iquuaes ‘I(g
10§ wirope[d e apwoid 03 aoaap
juaredsuen e ‘9aouw Siy] ejoduy
ul aue ay} uraq 9sIN0J JO WA}
Suowe YULUTIUOD 3} UO SIDFUOD
[e19A3S 3} JO 9AI} SSNOSIP 01 pasod
-dns sem pywuwns ayj ‘nofnop
-edenQ Je payed oy VO Yl Jo
Jruuins Areurpioellxa,, Ue e VI,
-INM] jO 22uBpUaLIE A} AINIIS O}
pain aroedwo) JUAPISAI] ‘(1VO
ayl Jo Ireyn) Sem OSe eupng eyl
108} a1 Jo agejueape Junyes ‘xeak
ISB] JO UOIBJA U] "UOI{[eQaI. oy}
QUINSal 03 WIY J[EUd 0) IqUITARS
Seuof "I(] JO $a210] Y1 JuIULIEdT
jo ,.owida1 JoUII0] S,BOLJY YINOS
wolj S9OID pue ‘BlqUEZ ‘Bp
-uedn ‘epuemy ‘ofo], ‘oseq eury
-Img,, pasnaoe AJeoyroads ejoduy
JO JUSWIUISADL) 3Y] ‘Iedk ISe[ €7
AIenue( Uo panssl JUIWIAILIS B U
18] si) uo Y31y uaaq aaey o307,

pue osej eunjing ‘SORANO® yons
JO SJUAWIAIE)S [BULIO] Ul Sawm
[PI2A9S  SBLIUNOD 3SaY) Ppasnd
-3k sey ejoSuy JO JUSUILIBADD
ap ‘peapu] ‘Sunsng-suonoues ug
paAjoAul g 01 umouy usaq Suoj
AABY SOINUNOD 3SAY) JO ISOA

‘opeI} puoweip
fedaqr su ydnoyr — siefjop ‘s
Uol[[Iq Inoj 01 331} Jo uoIda1 ay}
ul 3q 01 POIBUINS? — S32IN0SAI
aIndas 0] YIINM 2[qeuUa 0} uaaq
sey sanmnoe Junsng-uonoues
asoyl [[e jo 1oedun ajewrnn ayp
‘paspu] "A[[e3a] spuowrerp s [[os
03 VLIN(] Pa[qeUa Sey ‘(spuowrelp
y3nor ug 19y1ew 1salre s, pHom
ay)  Apaindai) diomyuy ur
9pel PUOWEIp 53Ul J3A0 |, S[OU0D
Xe[,, SI Yum ‘windlag 2661 2ouls
[puuosiad VIIN[ 03 Sururen pue
suLe poq paplaoid sey ‘sAes 1rod
-a1 9|} ‘yoym enedng jo ads
-91 Ul ST UOWESTIOOR SNOLI3S 1SOul
ay], wodar ayy uwr pauonuaw
somunod ueadomyg ayy Suowe
are eueding pue wndeyg

‘BOLIJY INOG pue
‘elquIey ‘epuemy ‘OdJ0IO aIe
— S9ATIETIUI [ENPIAIPUT YSnory)
10 ‘diys1apeaj feonijod ayl jo [9A3]
1say3y oyl 1k 1Ye — Supsng

suonoues ul ﬁwﬁ—\‘O/H\HN\N 110dax

3Y) Ul patreu SIMIUNOD UBDLJY 19
-3Q "aIIBZ USY] SEM 1BUM JO ONag
989§ 1UNYoA e[ ay) pue ‘1se0))
AloA] a3 pue (9[[laeZZelg) 08U0n)
Jo s1uapisaid Jourio] oy are suon
-QUBS 91 JUSAWMNIID 0} VLIN{
Suidjpy w  paresypdun  s1aypQ
‘'sanianoe asayr wory Sunyoad
‘pespur  pue ‘Bunsng-suon
-oues Junenjoe} ‘VIINN Sunsis
-se A[1oaIp Se (uoqen) jo o8uog
Iew() ‘1N pue ‘030], Jo ewapely
sqaursseun) "Iy ‘oseq eunjing jo
aroedwo)) asield “IjA]) SIUSPISAL
UedLY 3UIAIIS 931 SR AJ[BI]
-j19ads uodar a1 ‘suonepN payuf
ay) woy syrodar 03 uipiodoy

{3am SIU] 1918 PASEA[aT aq 0} ST
99m 1SE[ [IoUNO07) A11IMJaG Y} JO
SI3qUUIBUI 9Y) 0) UAAIB sem — *N'N}
ay1 01 aaneyuasaidoy juouRULIdg
s;epeur) ‘IBMog 119qoy 1N Aq
paireyo pue ‘VIINM 1surede suon
-0UBS 0I0JU3 0] SUONEN Pau[)
ay) Aq poysijqeiss 99NIWIUIod
ay Aq paredsid — yrodax ayy

"VLIN{] ‘JUSWIdAOW [aqa1 Uejol
-uy ayp Jsurede suoyoues suoOneN
paluf jo uone[olA 8y} uo uodal
B Ul PIWEU UJ3q JABY SILBUNOD

UedLyy Us L "9T HOHVIN ‘NMOL 3dV0

- (1) erucEyd s E

fjeu =mu_‘_\<\

THE HINDU

17 MAR 2D



. BOLJY inog ul pajoLl
-u0d Apysn aIe suile [[e jO Iajsuel} pue am)
-sBNUBWI 3y} JBY) PUB ‘VIINN 0} Plos 3ureq
uodeam JeIdire-nue yons Aue jnoge uonew
-10jur ou padnpoid aaey sUOHESNSAAUT UMO
syt jey [pued 3yl paULIOJUT IOYIInj JUAUIUIA
-AOD) UBDLIJY YINOS Y], ‘218  BOLY [3N0S Ul
VLIN( JO SPUSL},, 3sayl oym Iea[d jou s 1]
‘ySnoay Juam [eap 9y} Ji 1ed[d
jou s1110da1 3y ], "6661 ‘07 1890100 U0 (Spuolt
M3] 1SB] 91} UI $IDI0] WDWIUIBA0Y) Aq UR)
u9aq aARY UYOIYM JO [ ‘, spjoyduoms,, sa1y}
$,VLIN( JO 2U0) o[npuy 0} BJLYY YINOS Uiol}
ApoalIp PAIdAIPP U2dq 9Aey 0) sem uodeom
o[ -AleNeq Meloxe-nue ww ¢ e aseyoind
0] Sem 1IsIA s,oquia(] ‘ua9 jo asodind ayg,

: - sIyolem, sy1 uo pase[d uaaq
pey saf[Iure] Ioy) pue S[EIo VLIN[ 101U3S
I9YJ0 pue oquId(] [BI2UAL) ‘SUONDUES [DUNOD)
Aunoag 3yl Yyum aui ul,, Jeyl pue  Judur
-u1aA0n) 31 Jo 1sand e se 10 JISIA [EJO UE
10U SeM S}, 1By} paureulew pey 1ng Anunod
oyl PalslA pRY OqUId(] "USL) el Iedk s1yl
¢z Areniga] uo pagpajmow{oe JUSWUISIACD
uedLyy ynos ayl ‘1rodar ayl 01 3UIpioddy

"IV YINOS pausia pey ‘oquia(g
ouoluy [e1suan) quapisaid-aoa sit Aq pI|
uoneSsep V.LINI [2A9] ySIYy e ‘Ieak 1sef 1sng
-ny ul 1eY) s[eaad1 j1odal sy ‘aourisul 104
‘S[RIUSP §,BOLY YINOS Jnoqe suonsanb sastel
12y ‘sjooojord pue SpIOdOE paleipaw A[feuon)
-BUI9IUI [BISA3S UaY0I( Sey Iquilaeg “I(J 20UlS
snoumo Ajeraedsa ‘eoudfealqure STy} SI 3]

‘lquIIARS SBUOf I(] ‘19ped|
11 pue y1IN[ 10§ ojo1 feaniod e Surueaur — e[

‘

-08uy Ul ,,JUSWA1AS dAISN[UL,, Ue 10] ssaid 0}
PaNUNUOD eIV YINOS JBY) PIURIUTEU ‘10Ad
-moy ‘peyed ‘IN pue ewnz-rutwe|d sW yloq
“30UaPIA? JUSIIYINS Sem 2131} paplaoid 91odal
3Y) Ul paweu S[eUONEU S} aIndasold pnom
BOLIFY YINOS 1BY) SJUBINSSE 31 Y}IM UIIA dUTES
aqy ur ayods ‘peyed zizy IN ‘Aindeqg 19H
* poa[oAul asoy; [fe 1sulede,, UONOe WLy dye}
PINOM JUSWIUIIA0D 3Y) JBY) pUR ! SUOlduUeSs
ay) SujuruuIopun Je pauwire sMOpjd Ui, PIA[oA
-Ur U2a( peY SUIZNId UBdLJY INOG SWOos Jey)
9IEME SEM JUSUILLIdAOD) Y} pres ‘ewnzZ-funu
-e[(] BURZESOYN SN ‘TOISTUIN US12104 a3 ‘Aep
-san] uo Ajquiossy [euoneN oy ul upfeads
‘S[eUONEU S)f JO SSNIANOR )
JO SIEME SEM JUIIUIIACL) ) 1Bl sisafdns
11 ySnoyy ‘sam3yy [eonyod 10 [eOYIO URIYY
yinog Supjuel-ysiy Aue sureu jou saop 31od
-a1 9y} (2117 pUE ‘epuBMY ‘O[[IARZZRI(-08U0D)
‘080 ‘ose eunjIng A[geiou) salnunod uedtyy
19110 SUWIOS JO 9SBD oY1 Ul SYI[UN ‘I9AIMOH
-A[quiassy [BUOBN S} Ul JUawidle)s e ul
1SI[ SIY} 01 SIUIRU SIOW JAY Pappe ‘peyed Zizy
‘I ‘191stunjyl udpiog Ande uedujy Uyinos
9y, ‘seale pa[[oIU0I-YIIN{) JO INO pue ojul
og1ed [edaqqr yons jo uoneyrodsuen pue ‘sant
-ATIO® YOBQ-01-)}oB(Q U2Jj0 ‘Open puourelp [e3
-3 pue yuswraindoid wewidmbs pue suue jo
10adsar ul Afurew ‘Sunsng uonoues Ul PIA[OA
-ui Sureq se ‘AnUNOD SIY} Ul paseq [euoneu
uBRISSNY B SB [[OM SB ‘SUIZNID UBDIYY YOS
1noj saureu Jj 110doI 9yl UI paWRU SILIUNOI
0T 941 JO 2UO Sf BOLY YINOS "666T1 Atenuef
pUR g66 1 19quIsda(] Ul JJRIdIe SUONEN Paliufn
om] Jo umop Sunooys Y Ul VLIN( 1& 193ug e
sjutod os[e 110da1 9y, "peOIqE [9ABL) pUE UOT)

-ejuasaidal s,y LINfl PUR !s1asse pue sadueu
-} VLINQ ‘spuourelp ‘sionpord wnajonad
pue wnajonad Juswdinba Aty pue suLe
:ale asay] :A[dde suonoues [ouno) ALInNoag
a1 yoym jo auo Araad Jo 10adsal ut ‘speay
aAl] Iapun senanoe dunsngq uonoues ayl
yam syeap wodar aded-o¥ sy "ejo8uy jo yusw
-UI9A0C) Y} JO 3)IS gaMm 31 UO d[qe[ieae st 11od
-a1 9Y], 'SALIIUNOD UBDIJY [BISAAS AQ paydealq
A[[eoneuWIS)SAS USdQ SABY SUONOURS 3sAY)
Jeyl S[eaAd] ‘SUONEN PaMlUu[] Ul WOl SAKd
-uoge smau Aq pudyeom 3] I9A0 PILLIRD dIam
YoIym Jo suonoas [enuersqns ‘rodar ayp,

‘[013U0D S} Jopun seore
wioIj paurur 3soy) pue YIIN{] Wolj spuowl
-e1p Jo aseyoind uo ueq v Ipnpoul o} papued
-x8 I9yumy a1om Aayl ‘ge61 aun{ uj ‘peoiqe
saoyjo s jo Sursop pue SEDYWO VIINA
IoIU9s AQ [9ABI Ife UO UBQ ‘SIUNOJIDE yueq
VLINDA Jo Suizean apnpul 01 ‘(Y661 Iaquiaa
-0N) [000101d B)esn] 9y Jo swiIa) 3y Aq apiqe
03 amyre] s,YLINA Sumor[o ‘2661 ur padrerus
azem Aay] Teny pue Juswidmba Areynur ‘suure
Pa1aA02 A[[enfur ‘Tem ) SulWInsaI pue SUOL)
-29p9 g661 19quualdas atp) Jo symsal 3y 1dsdde
01 [esSNyal s 1IN0 [9qa1 Ayl SUIMO[[0} €661 Ul
pasoduur 3s11j ‘VLINM Isutede suonoues ayJ,

*291IUIMIO)) suolouUes
pouno) AlEnoag oy Jof s1radxa\jo pued 1us
-puadapur ue Aq paredaid 1oda1 §ui paounou
-ap eA®y ‘YIINM USULAOW [agQ1 ue[oduy
oy JsureSe suondues [PUNO) LAINAS ‘NN
Suryoearq Jo pasnode sIBYIO pue
JO s1opea] ‘A[qeIoIpald "9T HOMVI *

Y 9\/ erexeyqeid s ‘W Ag

uonoe sasinuoid euojald YLINN 0} Hoddng

THE HINDU

18 MAR 200



‘ste[qoad Jreay wogy Surxsgns
eAUS}] Wl Terdsol] Ul Uass }sef sem
1oydoad parfis-Jies oy dunaod
-91 UOISIA MBN 9} 4jtm ‘ap1oms
SSBeUl 913 Je Juasaid usaq pey sis
-pea] MO 90 puk sIa3emqry J1
Jea[d JOU Sem }] "UMOD PSSO[O sem
UIPTIYD 008 YIm Suruung arem
Aaypy Tooyds Arewrtad e a8ije ‘Udap
-fiyo Surddeupty A[qrssod pue Sul
-3BaJ)STUI J0J 8661 QOULS SBTILIO}
-ne 1ed0] Aq UON)e31ISeAUl Jepun
ua9q pey nod ayy pres sieded

‘pres oy . ‘sjuared

J1ay) Aq 910U Pay 819M OUM UBIP

-[I4o Jo Jequinu 31q € aJom 219}
asnedaq uioq ST 1 Afartutiad,,

"PIAJOAUT 8d8M

ulap[Iyd 9snessq Jepinul ‘pue

apIons yioq Se Juaplour ayl ur

IPIdINS JND Ul AP Suepues; D oLt~

-1eaa} alam ao11od 9y} yeyy Suippe
‘pres 14uadnjy ‘uUsaesy 01 03
0} axedaxd pue suotssassod JraY}

"JJO T[S O} SIBASI[Aq PIO} Joped|

d19Y3 juspioul styj o3 Jolad,,
"000g UT pus poMm plIom ay) jey}
1y3ne) ‘sysorad pejyeaTUNUWIMICIX
oMm] se [[3Mm se saeyemqry] ydesop
1s1a130R [eon[od uorytsoddo Jaw
-10] papnoul oym ‘saspesy Inod
"1} 93 Ul patp aAeY Lewl (09 Uuey}
aJow jey; pojsodaa UOISIA Aep
-UNg PauMO-JUSWILIBA0S 9],

« SAULBPI J18Y) paaoad
jou 9ABY om 194 pue (sauwoy
I8y} UI) U39S ag O} aJaymou
aJe seAlje[al J1ej 1el) sn Jur[[el
uo deay ‘pauang oaey o) ples
apdoad Jo seaneray,, "pres 9y, ‘apts
N0 JO apIsul sem OUm mouy

1,UOP 9M,, "POIIH 950Y3 JO Jaquinu
10BX9 9y} MOUY 0} oom e }ses|
e 9)e) p[noMm J1 pres tAusinjy
"UOTITUZ000a pUOAaq
pauaIng axam s9sd.109 ay) Jo Aurw
Se ule}I3oun paureulsa [[o3 yjesp
oy} pres Aay} Ing "[[oM S S[RALLIR
MaU pags)stdaaun Luewr Ajqeqoad
pue ‘aayy sy ur paystaed Ajqeqoad
pey 109s 9y} JO SIoquisll PaJs)
-S18a1 987 IIe pres 901[od 8,
*S066T AT.TBa 9} 80U1s uotjetedo ul
U99q pey INg ‘1661 Ul UoTestue3.o
[EIUSWILISAOS-UOU € Se PaIa)sidal
sem ‘sxesk juedal Ul epued] ur
dn Sunads saey 031 S}{NO ALPSWIOOP
TeJ18A9S JO SUO “109S UBIISTIYY) IST
-ueY3xo ay} pres siaded 1ed0y
*SI0LI0Y
10] PIOMAQ B PRl 90U0

)\

uegLL

Uty 1IpJ 103e3oIp A1unod e ‘ep
-ue3[ JO JOUJI0D }SOMYINOS 3] Ul
uMmop poyony st ‘eredurey reyded
9} WoJ} sury Qzg ‘nsunueyy
*A10ISIY] U831 JO 9PIOINS SSell
189381q puoJes S,prIom 8yl oq
0} paAs([eq ST 1eym SUTA[[e] ‘surent
-84 911 U3no.ay) s 01 uesSsq SeAn}
-0919p pue SuIdX8 OISULION
‘Teadeo ferouraoxd ay} ‘erereqiy
Ul SIeIney PO} ‘eusdds Ay}
wIogj yoeq isnf ‘1Auagnjy uewms
-sy uewsayods so170d | AMoinb
AJ9A J9A0 e Sem 1 Ing SUTUIEsI0s
QWIS paeay Aoy} pres sydoad,,
911 U0 YO.IYQ 94} }3S U}
‘Teng Ul SOA[OSWIAY) Pasnop ‘Sanoy
TeJ13A8s .10] pajueyo pue Sues A3y}
‘Aeplig Uuo awi} jsejyealq wWogj
INYS pofleu pue pPopIeoq Smop

-UlM pue poyoo0] SI00P PITM
‘nunuey] Jo Umoy ap sjouwl
-aJ 8y} Ul Pod) JO SJUSWPUBWIO)
U9, 9y} JOo UoneIOIS’Yy Iy} JOJ
JUSWAAOI 3IND$YO Y} JO YaInyo
3y} 0jul WSIPIIYO J19Y} JY3noiq
pue s8qod ¥oe[q pue usaas ‘a3rym
pauuop ‘sdurduofaq 9y} pos —
soT[oYje) Ueuioy Iowio) Appsowt

— SJI9ASI[aq USUIOM PUR USIN
‘pres
8o170d ‘utyoroadde ST plIom oYy
Jo pus aup) Yepy Jot[eq o) ur epues[y
ISeMYINOS Ul yoanyo e ut y3ife
SOATaSWISY)} 198 ‘URJPIIYD J[od
YIIM SWOS ‘SIoquisul 3[NO uetr
IS OLF UeY} 8IOJ (SIeInay)
61 Yoael ‘(epues()) exeaeqin

Omﬂh@i NIAVONOUT

YTHE TELEGRAPH

70MAR 200



,@';;;Unita’s friends, U.N.’s foes

-4,

A U.N. report shows

that sanctions ha
not worked in
practice. It highlights
the complicity in
sanctions-busting
of many highly-placed
individuals in
and outside many
African Governments,
reports
M. S. PRABHAKARA.

ERHAPS THE most strik-
ing feature of the “eport of
the panel of expeits of the
U.N. Security Council
Sanctions Committee on busting
of U.N. sanctions against the An-
golan rebel movement, Unita, re-
leased on March 15 -— and
predictably denied and de-
nounced with a remarkable una-
nimity by almost all the countries
indicted — is the extent of the net-
work of patronage that Unsta, un-
der some sort of U.N. sanctions
since September 1993, continues
to maintain with so many coun-
tries and individual [eaders on the
African continent and outside.

Apart from Belgium (mainly fa-
cilitating Unita’s illegal diamond
trade) and some East European
countries (Bulgaria possibly pro-
viding arms and training; and Uk-
raine, Belarus and Russia possibly
flying supplies to Unita-contiolled
areas), the report mention: ten
African countries as being in-
volved in sanctions-busting activ-
ities. These are: Burkina 1aso,
Congo-Brazzaville, Gabon, [vory
Coast, Morocco, Rwanda, South
Africa, Togo, Zambia and Zaire
under the Mobutu regime. How-
ever, direct complicity of the C ov-
ermments, or of well-kncwn
Government leaders, is alleged
only in respect of Burkina Faso,
Congo-Brazzaville, lvory Coast,
Rwanda, Togo and Zaire. In other
cases, it is individuals who are al-
leged to be involved. In one case
{Namibia), the report categorical-
ly denies even indirect knowledge
of such involvement on the pastof
the Government.

The sanctions-busting over the
years has covered supply of arns
and military equipment; petro-
leum and petroleum products, the
diamond trade, enabling Unita to
circumvent financial sanctions
which are supposed to have *‘fro-
zen' its bank accounts; and travel
to and maintenance of offices anc
representation in foreign coun
tries by Unita officials. Two serv-
ing Presidents (of Burkina Faso

Angola has had to pay a heavy price for the fighting between the
Government and Unita. A landmine victim makes her way back
from the market in Cuito.

and Togo) are mentioned as
personally benefiting from such
sanctions-busting. The report’s
account of South African involve-
ment is perhaps the most intrigu-
ing. It says that as late as in August
last year, a high-level Unita dele-
gation led by General Antonio
Dembao, vice-president of Unita,
travelled to South Africa on an
arms-purchasing mission.Accord-
ing to the report, the South Affi-
can Government acknowledged
the visit of General Dembo but de-
nied that he was its guest. “The
South African Government in-
formed the Panel that in line with
Security Council sanctions, Gen-
eral Dembo and other senior Uni-
ta officials and their families had
been placed on its ‘watchlist’.”
Swnctions—against Unita were
first imposed by the U.N. Security
Council in September 1993, fol-
lowing its rejection of the out-
come of the September 1992
clections and its decision to re-
sume the rebellion. Those elec-
tions were held in terms of the first
peace accord (Lisbon, May 31,
1991), strictly speaking “‘the basis
{or peace in Angola”, which was
supposed to have marked the end
of the civil war in Angola, going on
since days before the country’s in-

dependence in November 1975,
Thus, the first sanctions against
Unita, prohibiting all sale or sup-
ply of arms and related materiel
and military assistance.

These sanctions appeared to
have worked, for, a litle over a
year later Unita agreed to sign the
U.N.-mediated Lusaka Protocol
{November 1994), spelling out in
elaborate detail the terms of a po-
litical and military settlement be-
tween the Angolan Government
and Unita.

The history of the Lusaka Proto-
col over the last five years provides
an object lesson in stonewalling;
and may well be instructive in fol-
lowing the tuture of another Lusa-
ka Accord, this time supposedly
resolving the conflict in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo.

Initialled on October 31, 1994,
in Lusaka, the Protocol was sched-
uled to be signed on November 15
in Lusaka by the Angolan Presi-
dent, Mr. Jose Eduardo dos San-
tos, and Dr. Jonas Savimbi, along
with a U.N. representative, in the
presence of Mr. Nelson Mandela
and other leaders of the Southern
African Development Communi-
ty. In the event, the ceremony was
held on November 20; and with
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Dr. Savimbi choosing to stay
away, it was signed by Angola’s
Foreign Minister and Unita's sec-
retary-general. e’i

The subsequent history of the
“implementation” of the Protocol
has been recounted in painful dg»
tail in several reports of the U.N.
Secretary-General to the Security
Council. On the ground, the tasks
of demobilisation of Unita troops,
the formation of a national army
and the installation of a Govern-
ment of National Unity and Rec-
onciliation {GURN), with
representatives of Unita at all lev-
els of Government, the armed
forces and administration, all prq-
vided for in the Lusaka Protoco),
seemed to be making some hea
way. Indeed, the GURN was for-
mally installed on April 11, 1997,
However, in a scenario all too fgf
miliar, fresh fighting broke out tg)'
wards the end of July 1997 in areas
bordering (then) Zaire, in parti]g-
ular Lunda Norte which with jis
diamond fields has always been g
contested terrain. It soon trag-
spired that Unita had managed to
keep out of the demobilisation
process about 10,000 of its estf-
mated 20,000 trained and armed
troops; and even those supposed
to have been demobilised contin-
ued to be under Unita command,
armed and ready to strike.

Thus, barely four months after
the formation of GURN, the Secu-
rity Council imposed additional
sanctions on Unita by its resoly-
tion dated August 28, 1997. Thé
fresh sanctions, which were sup-
posed to come into cffect a month
from that and which even then
were dismissed by Unita as 'a
‘joke', envisaged a ban on Unita
leaders travelling outside Angola
and closing of Unita's offices
worldwide. In another resolution
(June 12, 1998), the Security
Council further enlarged the sanc:
tions regime, this time includifig
freezing of Unita bank accounts
and prohibiting purchase of did-
monds from Unita or from Unit4-
controlled areas.  Unita's  re-
sponse, symbolically, was the
massacre in Lunda Norte sodh
thereafter (July 23-24), in which
over 200 people were killed; an ac:
knowledgement that an ‘unde-
clared war' was going on In
Angola; and a determined bid to
extend the conflict to areas out-
side its control. it

None of these sanctions, the re-
port shows, has really worked in
practice. Even more tellingly, the
report highlights the complicity in
sanctions-busting of many highly
placed individuals in and outside
Governments in many African
countries, including current ahd
incoming presidents of the OAl,
Burkina Faso's leader, Mr. Blaise
Compaore, and Togo's President,
Mr. Gnassingbe Eyadema.
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~Ten years later, S. Africa’

l\‘(“ w“’/ )/lﬂbks

[ 9 , By M. S. Brabhakara

- CAPE TOWN, FEB. 4 A standing legacy of the former
apartheid regime in South Africa is the ceremonial
opening of Parliament on the first Friday of February
every year.

The President, formally designated as “State Pres-
ident”’ under apartheid — a title used even today —
delivers a State of the Nation address, a broad retro-
spection and prospective survey of the state of the
economy and society.

True, there have been some changes over the
years in the events of the first Friday of each Febru-
ary.

Some have been superficial, as in the composition
of the presidential honour guard and entourage as
the group enters the premises, and indeed the
makeup of the waiting throng in the visitors’ galler-
ies; some have been far more fundamental, as in the
composition of the Parliament membership itself,
and the governmental agenda addressed. But the
essential features of the ritual itsell have not
changed.

Ten years ago on this day, when the South African
Parliament — then a tricameral body comprising an
all “white” House of Assembly, an all “coloured”
Hopte of Representatives, and the all “Indian”
?Xlﬁe of Delegates — assembled for the annual ritu-

/41, few could have anticipated the pathbreaking ini-
tiatives that were to be announced by the then
President, Mr. F. W. de Klerk.

Almost at the end of his address, Mr. de Klerk
announced, in one fell swoop as it were, the un-
banning of the African National Congress, the South
African Communist Party, the Pan Africanist Con-
gress of Azania, and 58 other banned organisations;
the easing, though not the lifting, of the state of
emergency regulations; and the decision to uncon-
ditionally release Mr. Nelson Mandela, the most po-
tent symbol of liberation struggle and other political
prisoners; and initiate political and constitutional
negotiations with the opposition.

Many of the particulars of the address, such as the
decision to release Mr. Mandela, were not unexpect-
ed, since his colleagues sentenced in the Rivonia
Trial had all been released.

However, the comprehensiveness of the initiatives
came as a shock to most observers, even those who
had long been quietly working for a breakthrough to
one day come.

back

The rest, as they say, is history. Whatever reserva-
tions one may have about the calculated or confused
motives of the apartheid regime in the initiatives,
and despite the many prevarications over the vari-
ous stages of the ensuing negotiations of the next
four years, E. W. de Klerk’s own role in history is
assured.

His speech marked the true crossing of the South
African Rubicon as it were, in contrast to the abor-
tive initiative of his predecessor, P. W. Botha, five
years earlier, for which the same metaphor had been
used.

With the advantage of hindsight, in the examin-
ation of de Klerk’s own account of his role in the fall
of apartheid in the nation(The Last Trek - A New
Beginning: The Autobiography, Macmillan, London,
1998), one wonders if the leader holds a balanced
perspective of the political history of the times. His
own account is markedly pedestrian, rife with near-
meaningless phrases like “‘quantum leap” and “'par-
adigm shift” in describing the initiative, and pre-
sents the events following the speech as a “'massive
marketing exercise.”’

Not surprisingly, the leaders of the liberation
movement may indeed have held a more telling ap-
preciation of the initiative, both in terms of its his-
torical role, and as a tactical concession by the
regime, in the hopes of ensuring a longer life for
itself by collaborating with a section of the black
majority.

There is also the issue of a strong correlation be-
tween the drawn-out disintegration of the Soviet
Union, and the concurrent realisation — by both the
apartheid regime and the internazional forces back-
ing it — that there was no Soviet expansionist men-
ace of note to fight in southern Alfrica.

This is an important subtext of the speech that
should be borne in mind in any thoughtful analysis
of the de Klerk address of Feb. 2, 1990.

At a function in Parliament commemorating that
address, Mr. de Klerk paid tribute to the “leadership
of South Africa” for making possible the country’s
transition to democracy.

The only regret he had, he said, was that he had
agreed during the negotiation process, “under pres-
sure from outside, from the ANC, and from within
my support base,” to open amnesty to persons
““convicted of pre-meditated murder and other das-
tardly crimes.”
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MAN named Tharcisse Muv-
unyi appeared on Monday in
Bow Street Magistrates’ Court
in Central London, standing
behind the plain dark-green iron bars
that pass for a dock there. He didn’t
look like anything special, just a mid-
dle-sized, middle-aged man wearing
blue jeans and a dark blue quilted ski
jacket buttoned up to his neck. He
looked impassive, if not cold, but his
voice was soft and rather high-pitched.
He spoke only once, and that was in
French. “Mon nom est Tharcisse Muv-
unyi,” he gaid.

I could not help but stare. It was such
a strange voice for a Rwandan war
crimes suspect to own. I had waited a
long time to hear that voice and to see
that face and I should not have been
surprised that it seemed so out of
place. I had followed the trail of this
man to Rwanda and back and had met
people haunted, in the true sense of
the word, by him. I had felt driven by
this story and now, finally seeing
Muvunyi, I did not feel much of any-
thing except a niggling worry about his
voice. But then everything about this
case was strange. Why shou d(his voice
be any different? é \r Yw
Muvunyi has been living*in Britain
with his wife and three children for
nearly two years. In Rwanda, during
the 1994 genocide, he had been the
army commander for the southern
provinces of Butare and Gikongoro. Up
to 100,000 people were slaughtered in
Butare alone but, of course, no one
knew anything about that in Lewis-
ham, south London, where the Muv-
unyis lived in a first-floor flat, surviv-
ing on four kinds of benefit. He went to
school to learn English one day a week,
and spent a lot of time surfing the
Internet in Lewisham library.

I first heard of him last year and could
not believe that a war crimes suspect
was living on benefit in Britain. The
Foreign Office refused to comment.
The Home Office refused to comment.
It took the tiny human rights organisa-
tion, African Rights, to tell me some-
thing about this man who, in Rwanda
at least, is famous. But if I wanted to
find out more I would have to go there.
And so, last October, I went and
became obsessed with trying to piece
together a story that seemed too
strange to be real. But real it was, and
I listened as dozens of people talked
about Tharcisse Muvunyi and the ter-
rible events of five years ago as if they
had occurred only yesterday.

Among them were former soldiers,
angry that they were in jail and their
commander was not even on trial. But
there were civil servants and sur-
vivors, too. I showed everyone his pic-
ture. One woman screamed and put
her hands over her face but most were
quiet as they stared at the photograph.
“Yes,” said a slip of a woman named
Dalhia, “this man is no stranger to
me.” The former soldiers looked at it
coolly, “Ah, yes, the commander,” they
said. Others comraented on his appear-
ance, on the fact that he had lost
weight. “But the eyes are the same,”
they would say. Then they asked how
he lived in Britain. I told them that he
was on benefit. They asked how much.
I guessed and they would gasp. They

]

Justice at last

Colonel Tharcisse Muvunyi was in charge of soldiers
who helped slaughter 100,000 Rwandans in 1994.
An investigation by ANN TRENEMAN in November last
year took her from Rwanda to Lewisham in the
UK where Muvunyi was living as a refugee on
benefit. No one in British authority, it seemed, was
prepared to take action against a man suspected of
being one of the world’s most wanted war criminals.
Until Monday, when, in the company of petty hieves,
the colonel stood in the dock as an application for

he woluld be arrest-
ed. Britain is a
long way away,
they would com-
ment, shaking
their heads. “And
justice is a long
time coming,” they
would add. And
yet, last weekend,
it came for Thar-
cisse Muvunyi. The
extradition request
from the UN Inter-
national Criminal
Tribunal of Rwan-
da was served in
Tanzania last Fri-
day and flown to
Britain immediate-
ly. The following
day, Scotland Yard
detectives knocked
on Muvunyi’s door in Lewisham. He
spent the rest of the weekend at Char-
ing Cross police station.

The news of his arrest was broadcast
on Rwandan radio on Sunday. People
say they were excited but they must
have been astonished, too.

Bow Street Magistrates’ Court on a
Monday morning is a flotsam and jet-
sam sort of place. The case was to be
heard in Court One and, at 10.30 am,
the doors duly opened. No one knew
when Muvunyi or, as one court official
referred to him, “that bloke from
Lewisham” would appear. So we wait-
ed. And waited.

It was not boring, however. In fact, it
was almost frenetic for the magistrate,
Nicholas Evans. First came five men
who may have been involved in some
fracas at Piccadilly Circus Under-
ground station. Then there was a Mr
Ryan, of no fixed abode, who was
accused of eating an £18 breakfast at
the Hilton without paying. He had
gone in to have a wash, decided to get
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his extradition was heard

Tharcisse Muvunyi: judgment day

a cup of coffee and
suddenly found
{ himself with a
! breakfast. He
pleaded guilty and
agreed to pay the
Hilton £10. The
' men came and
went from the dock
in quick order. One
was said to have
stolen a purse, an-
other had been
found with a joint
of cannabis, yet
another had spat
d on a police officer
and there had
been a fight with a
taxi driver.
An hour and a
{ half went by in
| this way and then,
at noon, the side
{ door opened and
the man in the
dark blue padded
jacket entered the room and stood in
the dock. I stared at him, comparing
the picture I had carried round
Rwanda with that of the man standing
there. He looked different: harder,
older, thinner. To the side of the court
an interpreter was being sworn in.
She was an older woman in a grey
woolly coat and spectacles. She stood
next to the Rwandan army comman-
der, whose arms were folded over his
coat, talking him through the proceed-
ings in French.
This is the first time the International
Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda has
requested an extradition from Britain.
The tribunal, set up in late 1994, has
handed down just seven verdicts, and

.. only 39 people are in custody. The list

of top-level suspects, on which
Lieutenant-Colonel Muvunyi has been
for years, numbers at least 500. Only
last October the deputy prosecutor in
Rwanda’s capital, Kigali, had told me
that he had no idea when or if
Muvunyi might be arrested. Rwanda,
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anxious about the case, was investigat-
ing the possibility of bringing a geno-
cide case in the UK and bypassing the
tribunal. But Britain wanted the tri-
bunal to act, not least because it gave
the ICTR £2.1 million last year. The
pressure was on and, last weekend, the
request came.

There were three lawyers in court for
this case: one for the ICTR, one for the
Home Office and Michael Fisher for
Muvunyi. It should have been an his-
toric moment but it was not to be
because, all too quickly, we became
bogged down in the issue of Muvunyi’s
birth date. Fisher said the date of birth
given on the extradition warrant
claimed Muvunyi was born on 19
August 1953 when, in fact, he was
born on 15 August 1953.

The magistrate asked if it was the
same man. Fisher pointed out the
birthdate discrepancy. The magistrate
asked if it was the same man. Fisher
pointed out the discrepancy. This
wrangling continued for some minutes.
Here we were before a man charged
with genocide and crimes against
humanity and we were all trying to get
to grips with a birth date. It was
rather chilling. It reminded me of last
year when, just as I was finishing my
investigation, I was told by one British
authority that, in fact, this could be a
case of mistaken identity, that I had
got the wrong Rwandan army com-
mander living in Lewisham. It was a
nasty moment. On Monday, in Court
One, I don't think I was the only one
who was relieved when the judge put a
stop to all the date business and got on
with it.

Fisher told the court why Muvunyi
was innocent. He talked a bit about
Butare and, as he did, I thought of
Rwanda. What would all those people
walking along the dirt roads of Butare
think of the scene in Court One, where
their war crime suspect had been
wedged in among pickpockets, drunks
and pot-smokers? But then, a
Rwandan would have seen something
else entirely in Court One. Rwanda is
not a country that believes in fancy
statues to the dead — there is only
one, low-key memorial in all of Butare
— but it wants to believe in justice.
One survivor told me that this was
because it was the only thing that
would stop the cycle of killing. But he
was pessimistic about it all. “When the
genocidaires come back,” he said, “at
least I will know how to hide this
time.”

Rakiya Omaar’s African Rights organ-
isation has collected 160 testimonies
on Muvunyi’s role and they will be
published this month as part of its
Witness to Genocide series. She said
Monday’s events would encourage and
inspire people, especially those sur-
vivors who had grown weary of how
slow the wheels of justice turn. But
turn they do. Now Muvunyi has 13
days to argue against his extradition.
He will have his day in court. That
may not sound much to a petty thief in
Court One but it means a great deal
for the survivors of Rwanda, many of
whom thought that day would never
come for Colonel Tharcisse Muvunyi.

— The Times, London
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Countdown

fo the crack of doom

kl-

122

Zimbabwe was once a prosperous country Today food and fuel
are in short supply and hospitals and schools struggle to survive.
The people blame the chaotic and corrupt regime of President
Robert Mugabe. As a referendum and elections loom, JAN RAATH

[RST licht aboard Air

b ahabwe flight UM724

from Harave to Gatwick,

above the North African
desert in late January. The air-
craft has diverted from its
course, The Boeing 767 des-
cends. With rising aunxiety the
passengers watch the Libyan
wmilitary airbuse rushing past
them as the aircraft rouches
down,

The door opeus and President
Mugabe aliphis, shortly to be
driven into the desert to see
Colonel Gaddafi to ask for a
brother (V exteugion on credit for
fuel (Gaddaf said no). The plane
takes off and spends 20 minutes
fl) ing vver the desert. It lands at

Tripoli airport to offload Mug-
abe’s Tuggage, then returns o its
reute. 1t arrives in London three
hours late.

Air Zimbabwe is a friendly,
willing little airline that should
be doing nicely out of the coun-
rys tourist traffie. bBut its repu-
tacion 1s dumued by a history of

cancelled flights, long delays
aud diversiviis of aircraft to
unscheduled stopovers.
Sometimes the pilot has to ask
pqsaengers to fulk out for extra
{uel or landing righ

1t is all tiw

hﬁbxt of (,, YTH
ab a few uumA )
Hne's oris a wmicrocosm for
what i he ing to the rest of
the nation. Zinbabwe, & small,
prelty cotiitey with friendly peo-
ple wiw ave arang Africa’s best
educated, las the most robust
and varied ecouuiny in Africa
outside Scath Africa, and its
infrastructure makes it seem
like a First World country.

the 75-year-okl Kobert Mugabe
was voted into power 1n 1960
after runnliyg a seven-year guer-
rilla war against white rule in
Rhodesia. Under a British-draft-
ed constituticn, he swiftly shed
his radical Mavxist exterior and
earncd \wlldwid acclaim for
adopting a pumy of res vnuha-
tion betweeu the country’s
hlacks and whites, and for his
acceptunce of Zam babwe’ 8 pros-
poreus capitalist econunde sys-
tem. But after “U yrars of un-
queawmd rule, bungled policy
decisions and, more recently,
ranmpant core 1, Ziwbabwe
Can take no wy
In 1997, M se made some
bizarre decisicis, the rost egre-
gious beug Luo depleyment of
the aray and air force iuto the
Democratic Regublic of Congo
that sent the process of ndtional
dlissolutlon sarging shead. Since
then, the wilitary has Chppﬁ,d
alnwst unnoticed wlo a position
ol political influence. Peter
Longwortl, the British High
Ceosnmuissionor o Harvarve. warn-
ed in u leaked dispaich to
Whitetiall that the armed for-

{;E‘LD

sult of Mugabe's
undeeriog fhghta
wotice. The air-

coat ban iy lay nob with the gov-
; Lyt with Mugabe and

commanders are
ERATE I coner guerrillas of
the '1/ raiion war closely tied to
Mugabe and his Zanu Py
sarty. They ave ataong the first
in live 10 the Mugabe gravy
trade Veith the deployment into
Cog vrotessnal soldiery was
diveried 5o suspuect business
vouves in diamoads,minerals,
cL. armes even parrot
w has ceneol-
ence hy
: yetired army officers
4% 1n wnient scrctaries and
dlierwers threughous the civil
P TN
Now EBlugebe 1s in a race to win
a veferenduny, set for 12 and 13
February, and pariiamentary
electiong, With these secuitd, e
can attempt 2 1econviliaiion
with the Internativial Moncta
Fund for a cuick fix. But it is iar
from clear that this will work.
”AH the picces t pxofhuz e of
the hzg,hwt living standaids in
the woild are htlt, SANVS m)t;i\ e
Maziyiwa, one of Zimbabwe's
wost successful entreprencurs
and a survivor of a five-year
campalgn by nwmuu & of
Mugabe's politburo o cloze hiwn
down because he would not pay
the bribes they demanded
“Mugabe has had the authuority
to make it all work. Sometiing
went wrong.
paralvsed.”
The paralysis comes right mto
the privacy of my cottaue 1
leafy Harare suburbia. The wat-
Cer that comes out of my sap 18
still clear, but a cheuiit W
last week that it is the resuit of
a perfunctory purificati
what is sucked out of a warer
hyacinth-choked lake that 1
has 10 million gallons of raw
sewage pumped into iv duils
Since November, every street
sign i the road outside 10y gae
has been sawn off at the base of
its metal pole for use 1u bock-
vard welding shops.
At the busy intcr&'u*}wn !
Lomagundi Road 100 ¥
away. the last of the ye o s
win siveet Hghis wont out ar-
ound new vear. it i i
dark by pight now, i
orice buightiy it Ha
foot s u] highting tui
intersection that
down regulariy by b :
moterizts arve abandoned by &
sommuolent power utidity. Thes
rust, buckied in forlern asyime-
try. I have less than half a task
of diesel in my old foar-wheel
drive, Last week commer ia
banks could not raise the 330
million In foreiga curready o
buy the next shipload of fucl fuv
the state-owned National Gil

G

SUiE

IR

jou

Evervthing 1s .

fears for the future of his adopted homeland

Company of Zimbabwe (\m- -

zim). We are wampu of a “eorn-
plete dry-out” of dlcael potrol,
p bar affin and couking gas
It's like the cr,untdown o the
crack of duom. The entire coun-
try is waiting for the crack. It
nas been almost 1mp0551b1e in
the past few months to keep
track of the sudden accumula-
tion of collapse and breakdown
of the systems that regulate and
service socety. It is not just fuel
that il conipany cannot pay for;
last week Companhia do Pipe-
line do Mocambigue-Zimbabwe
shut down the 135-mile pipeline
fruia the Mozambigue coast to
Yimbabwe's eastern border, the
country’s main fuel supply route
for 24 hours. Noczim had missed
the $540,000 monthly rental.
BP-Shell bailed it out.
(mv“mm nt doctors at Har-
are’s Parngnyatwa Hospital, the
coun try's biggest, are demand-
ng uemn«sum from the authori-
ties to put up signs advising
patients that the institution can
offer only a limited service,
which may result in inadeguate
treatment. They say that, given
eveatic supplies of antiseptic,
antiblotics, Svunge gloves and
parace (Jmcl. the public should
be warned. They olten have to
do without lignocaine, a local
anaesthetic.

“Suturing 1s often painful for
the patient,” says Dr Rangarirai
Mashamhanda. Sometimes
there is no blood for transfu-
sions. If anyone is seriously burt
in a vehicle accident, he says,
“here is nothing you can do”.

An International Telecommuni-
cations Union survey shows that
only Kazukhstan and Tonga
have faultier telephone systems
than Zimbabwe's state-owned
Pests and Telecommunications
Corporacion. The Zimbabwe
Llectricity Supply Authority is
beliina on $22 miilion it owes
the pewer utilities of South
Africa, ;\"Iozambique and Congo.
It warned customers last week
to expect twice-weekly peak-
hour power cuts. Experience
{eaches that Zesa tumbles the
country into darkness at any
time, for o long time, and turns
1t i again with surges that may
Llow every appliance.

(iovernment schools in Harare
fiave been told they will be
1t~pu1mble for their water bills
fiow this month. They have also
learnt that the ministry of edu-
cation has not paid since 1996
aud municipal authorities will
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cut the schools off if the debt is
not settled now. The ministry
has abandoned paying for books
and maintenance and provisions
for boarding establishments,
and has sacked most non-teach-
ing staff as well as 4,500 tempo-
rary teachers.

“The only policy left is that you
get bums on seats, whatever
they sit on, and teach them,
inside or outside,” says a head-
master who asked not to be
named.

Much of this is paying for
Mugabe’s expensive politicking.
Most Zimbabweans complain in
the post-Christmas weeks of
“January disease”, but in the
past week retailers saw a surge
1n consuiner spending. Furiously
buying votes for the referendum
and for the elections to be held
by mid-April, he has just
Increased civil servants’ pay by
between 70 to 90 per cent.

In December, chiefs and head-
men had their pay rise fivefold.
A month earlier, Mugabe, cabi-
net ministers and MPs gave
themselves rises of between 160
and 300 per cent. There is no
budgetary provision for any of
this.

In addition to the new pay, the
government faces an enormous
credit crunch, with more than $1
Eillion of domestic debt due this
month. “They are just going to
have to print money,” says Tony
Hawkins, an independent econo-
nist. “We are moving close to a
livper-inflation situation.”

An evening meal with Bizeki
Johnan, an elderly Malawian-
born tailor and old friend in the
Mufakose township in Harave,
tells you who 1s bearing the cost
of Mugabe's caprice. Eight peo-
ple live in the three-bedroom
shoebox of a house. two lodgers
and six family members.
Bizeki's sole source of income is
from the lodgers. Peter, his only
working child who lives half a
mile away with his own family.
makes up the large monthly
shortfall.

Dinner — sadza (maize meal
porridge) and a fresh, tasty rel-
ish of rape and tomato fried with
a little o1l — 1s served on the lap

in the threadbare lounge. The
budget did not stretch to onions
that night; never to meat. The
sadza is bland, but filling.

Last week, Bizeki was visited
by an uncle. “Sadza and rape
are killing me,” he said when a
plate was offered. He left, and
returned in 20 minutes with a
chicken that was immediately
slaughtered and cooked, joyous-
ly.

Here politics comes from the
gut. Talk turns to the possibility
of Mugabe being replaced by
someone capable of rescuing the
economy. “Ah, meat,” sighs Biz-
eki.

Council services are appalling.
For the past two weeks the vehi-
cles that collect refuse have been
grounded by the fuel shortage.
In the cheek-by-jowl living of
Mufakose, where dogs and chil-
dren disperse the mountains of
filth,endemic cholera waits to
descend. Roadside grass is never
cut, drains are blocked and mos-
quito spraying stopped 15 years
ago. But the services must be
paid for. The rates bill has
arrived and is five times the nor-
mal charge because the council
is correcting an error it made
three months ago. The women
go silent, adding it up, and stay
silent for the rest of the evening.
It is unpayable.

“The ¢runch is coming,” says

Malawi’s Kamuzu Banda un-
seated in elections.

The past three years have been
marked by strikes. anti-govern-
ment demonstrations and riot-
ing over the cost of living, which
were brutally suppressed first
by the police, then the army. But
the rapid worsening of condi-
tions in the past year has been
borne in silence. The violence
and dread that epitomises
Mugabe's rule are foremost in
people’s minds.

Zimbabweans constantly look
over their shoulders for Central
Intelhgence Organisation spies
and informers. “Maybe things
will change this time,” says
Bizeki's son. “People know who
they are going to vote for. Thev
have a secret in their hearts.”
Mugabe’s rhetoric about Tony
Blair’s “gay government” and
thfz commercial banks which, he
said. caused the fuel shortage so
they could sabotage the party
congress in December, make
him sound like a buffoon. But

there is a deep malevolence
about him,

Should Zimbabweans cast their
votes for Morgan Tsvangirai’s
popular Movement for Demacra-
tic Change, the first test will be
whether their will can overcome
what are expected to be broad
attempts to rig the electiong.
The next is whether a corrupt,

Hawkins. “The track vecord is politicised military leadership
awful. It's a lot of talk, ‘Yes, we will take orders from Tsvangi-

are going to do it right now’. ral, who says the

first thing he

They do two minor things, then would do on gaining power will

it all collapses because they hadbe to withdraw
no intention of deing the tough Congo.
~— The Times, London.

things.”

Every day that the fuel crisis
worsens, that the piles of rub-
bish swell and prices increase,
the chances of Mugabe winning
elections dwindle. The street
markets have long been a source
of Mugabe jokes. IMF stands for
It's Mugabe’s Fault. He has been
renamed Tim That Idiot Mug-
abe. Zimbabweans have noted
with admiration the retirement
of South Africa’s Nelson Man-
dela, Tanzania's Julius Nyerere
and Botswana’s Ketumile Mas-
ire. They have also seen Zam-
bia’s Kenneth Kaunda and
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»/;;irﬁbabwe votes

vw.n8N Constitution \ /
\D —

HARARE, \FEB. 12. People in Zimbabwe began
voting today on a controversial draft Constitu-
tion whith opponents say gives too much
power to the President, Mr. Robert Mugabe.

The refarendum, which will also decide
whether Mr. Mugabe’s Government can seize
white-owned farms to resettle blacks, comes
two months before general elections in which
his ruling Zanu-PF is expected to face a strong
opposition challenge. "

Polling stations opened today morning in
light rain for the southern African country’s
first referendum since it won independence
from Britain 20 years ago.

In the first hour, officials at a dozen polling
stations in Harare said the ballot had started
slowly, with some stations only breaking the
seals of ballot boxes after 30 minutes.

Just over five million people are eligible to
vote in the two-day referendum. Recent par-
liamentary by-elections have drawn an aver-
age 20 per cent of voters.

Critics have cast doubt on the credibility of
the poll — which many see as a test for Mr.
Mugabe’s embattled Government ahead of
general elections in April. Electoral authorities
say they have yet to decide whether to allow
independent observers to witness the count.

The Government and its supporters say the
draft Constitution is truly democratic and they
deny charges that it is designed to entrench
Mr. Mugabe and his Zanu-PF movement in
power, which they have held since Zim-
babwe’s independence.

A coalition of opposition and civic groups is
leading a campaign for a “no” vote, arguing
that the Government-sponsored document ig-

nores th/epublic's d}mands.— Reuters
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y
" Mugabe

REUTERS

HARARE, Feb. 15. — The
Zimbabwean President, Mr
Ropert Mugabe, today suffered
a huwmihating defeat in a refer-
endum on a draft constitution
his opponents said was
designed to entrench his 20-
vear-old rule.

The referendum was a crucial
test for Mr Mugabe’s govern-
ment before general elections
due in April, in which it will be
challenged by a new broad-ba-
sed Opposition movement spu-
rved on by the country's worst
ceonomic erisis in decades.

The Registrar-General, My
Tobarwa Mudede, said the
Oppusition’s “no” campaign
had won a 687,754 votes or 55
per cent of the total against
578,210 for the “ves” vote after
counting was completed in all
120 constituencies.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the government. But
official sources said eavlier that
the atmosphere in the corridors
of power was grim as a defeat
would be seen as a public vote
of no confidence.

The Opposition had claimed it
was heading for victory hours

defeated in
referendum

before the final result, but the
government side had predicted
the new constitution would be
narrowly approved.

Under the referendum Act Mr
Mugabe is not obliged to res-
pect the outcome of the vote,
but he promised beforehand
that he would do so, and Mr
Jonathan Moyo, a spokesman
for the government-sponsored
constitutional commission that
drew up the draft, said as far
as he knew that remained the
position.

“It’s a political process and it
would be suicidal for anyone to
ignore the result,” he said
hefore the result was declared.

Opposition is rising in South
Africa against President Thabo
Mbeki’s decision to offer Mr
Mugabe a $800 million cash
lifeline in an attempt to save
Zimbabwe from economic ruin,
adds PTI from Johannesburg.

Reports indicate that Mr
Mbeki made the offer during a
brief visit to Zimbabwe two
days ago.

Mr Mbeki’s offer is especially
aimed at helping Zimbabwe to
pay for fuel imports that have
been hit by its acute shortage
of foreign reserves.
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~South Africa seeks to
negotiate free trade
-4 pact with IEglia

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, FEB. 15. South Africa i
seeking to negotiate a free trad
agreement with India, said the
Minister for Trade and Industry,
Mr. Alec Erwin, in a press briefing
recently. Mr. Erwin said South
Africa would take two important
initiatives this year — with Brazil
and India.

Mr. Erwin, however, denied this
initiative was related to the prob-
lems that South Africa was having
in the implementation of the
Trade, Development and Cooper-
ation Agreement, the so-called
Free Trade accord, with the Eu-
ropean Union.

He said the initiatives with Bra-
zil and India were in no way
meant to be a signal to the Eu-
ropean Union to indicate that
South Africa too had choices.

This was an independent initia-
tive unrelated to the problems
with the free trade accord with
the EU, part of a broader strategy
in terms of the unfolding WTO
system where South Africa was al-
so striving for closer cooperation
between the Southern African De-
velopment Community and other
regional economic groupings, Mr.
Erwin said.

India, which has arrangements
of a similar kind with Nepal (pref-
erential trade) and the other
SAARC countries, is believed to be
receptive to the idea of such an
agreement with South Africa.

However, there is at least one
South African industry, pharma-
ceuticals, which would be hostile
to any such pact with India.

Since returning from a visit to
India at the invitation of the Con-
federation of Indian Industry last
month, during which he held dis-
cussions with his Indian counter-
part, Mr. Murasoli Maran, Mr.
Erwin, has spoken more than
once of seeking special trade ar-
rangements with some countries
of the South, mentioning India,
Brazil, Nigeria and Egypt.

According to sources, South
Africa is to host a meeting of trade
ministers of these countries in
Pretoria soon.

South Africa is also keen for an
organised and more structured
grouping of seven or eight devel-

oping countriegwith correspond-
ing eco/nut?@clw strengths, a

E give

f)/ﬂ{iddle—level group of developing

countries of the South, which
would secure more space and
muscle in multilateral trade nego-
tiations with developed countries.

Apart from these five countries,
other countries which are envi-
saged in this grouping are Saudi
Arabia and Argentina and, possi-
bly China.

Despite the Minister’s denial, it
is difficult to believe that these
initiatives are entirely unrelated
to fresh problems in the SA-EU
free trade agreement.

The accord was signed in Preto-
ria in October last year after nego-
tiations lasting nearly four years,
with some uncertainty persisting
till the very last moment on
whether the accord would indeed
be signed. One of the points that
held up the clinching, and later
the signing of the accord, was the
objection by Portugal and Spain
to the use by South African vintn-
ers of the terms 'port’ and ‘sherry’
to designate these fortified wines
on the ground that these were
products unique to their coun-
tries and no other country could
use the names.

The implementation of the ac-
cord with the EU has run into
rough weather, with Greece and
Italy raising objections over the
use by the South African wine in-
dustry of the terms ‘grappa’ (an
Italian grape brandy) and ‘ouzo’
(a strong spirit with a flavour of
aniseed and fennel from the Ma-
cedonian region, more commonly
known as Raki) on the ground
that these two ‘traditional expres-
sions’ are uniquely the property
of those who manufacture them
in Greece and Italy - much like an
international generic copyright
enjoyed by those who manufac-
ture champagne - the argument
effectively used by Spain and Por-
tugal earlier.

Greece and Italy have refused
to ratify the accord unless South
Africa agrees to stop using thzse
terms - which in effect means that
South Africa is yet to have free ac-
cess to European markets so avid-
ly sought by its manufacturers,
especially for agricultural prod-
ucts.
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By M. S. Prabhakara \U ’

CAPE TOWN, FEB. 16. The Zimbab-
wean President, Mr. Robert Mu-
gabe, has said his Government
accepted the result of the referen-
dum and respected the will of the
people as expressed through the
results. In a major setback to him,
voters had rejected the new Draft
Constitution. The voting was
marked by low turnout - about
five million in an estimated 12
million voters took part in the ref-
erendum.

Speaking over national radio
and television yesterday night Mr.
Mugabe said, “What this means
in legal and practical terms is that
government business and nation-
al processes will continue to be
conducted under the Lancaster
House Constitution as amended
until such time as the country will
have once again decided to have
its own home grown constitution-
al homework.”

In effect, the Government may
take the more traditional route of
further amending the existing
Constirution as a short measure

- to attain some of its stated objec-

~* Mugabe accepts outcome

tives like compulsory acquisition
of white-owned agricultural land
for redistribution among the
landless.

The ruling ZANU-PF, with 117
members in a House of 120, can
easily secure passage of even ma-
jor constitutional amendments.
But such initiatives will be open
to judicial challenge and scrutiny

B

- as has happened earlier.

The vote does not pose any
constitutional crisis as such. But it
is likely to impact significantly on
both the campaign and the out-
come of the Parliamentary poll
due in about two months. Presi-
dential elections are however due
only in March 2002,

The Opposition parties, includ-
ing the recently-formed Move-
ment for Democratic Change and
some civil society groups, orga-
nised under the rather mislead-
ingly called National
Constitutional Assembly, had
campaigned for a rejection of the
Draft Constitution on the ground
that it would further entrench the
President’s powers and enable
Mr. Mugabe, who has been in of-
fice since 1980, to have two more
terms. The organised lobby of
commercial farmers was equally
concerned about the provisions
in the Draft (principally Article 57
dealing with ‘agricultural land’
acquired for settlement) which
would have enabled the Govern-
ment to compulsorily acquire
white-owned land for redistrib-
ution among the landless blacks.
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_Pretoria buckles under
W EU. pressure

By M.S. Prabhakara
CAPE TOWN, FEB.\9. South Africa has agreed to phase out over the next five
years the names\pf five more alcoholic spirits, in a further gesture to the
European Union With a view to securing the implementation of the ‘free
trade’ agreement N signed with it in October last. ““Saying that she would
never consent, contsented"’.

This about sums up the decision of South Africa to yield to yet another
E.U. demand, now being presented as a set of new compromise propos-
als by the latter, on the use of certain ‘protected’ trade names to desig-
nate some of its own wines and spirits.

Since early this year, the Trade and Industry Minister, Mr. Alec Erwin,
has on several occasions and forums denounced the ‘bullying’ by certain
E.U. countries that insisted that South Africa should stop using names
claimed to be the unique patrimony of these countries to designate wines
and spirits manufactured in South Africa. South Africa, Mr. Erwin said,
would never give in on this issue since any concession would only feed
such protectionist appetites further. Mr. Erwin has also been speaking of
initiating comprehensive trade negotiations with Brazil and India
(among other countries) without however directly relating these initia-
tives to the frustrations over the problems with the E.U.

The so-called free trade agreement between South Africa and the E.U., |
over four years in the making, was finally clinched and signed in October
last only after South Africa agreed to stop using the names, Port and
Sherry, historically associated with products of Portugal and Spain, to
designate fortified wines manufactured in South Africa. These terms,
Portugal and Spain insisted, were uniquely their national patrimony
which could be used only to products manufactured by them.

The agreement was to have come into effect from January 1. However,
fresh objections, this time from ltaly and Greece, over the use by South
African manufactures of the terms, Grappa and Ouzo, held up the imple-
mentation of the accord.

Though Grappa and Ouzo for a while seemed to dominate the news
(considerably augmenting their sales in the bottle stores), the problem
actually involved the use of five names: Grappa (an Italian grape brandy),
Ouzo (a distilled spirit of Macedonian origin), Korn (a distiﬁzch) spirit from
wheat made in Germany), Jagertee (a German herb liqueur) and Pach-
aran (another German product).

According to Mr. Erwin, however, the terms used to denote these five
spirits that the E.U. is concerned with were merely their names for forms
of generic spirit. “Having not done enough marketing or taken out trade
names for these they want to get them protected by holding a whole
strategic agreement hostage,” Mr. Erwin said last week.

)glst about a wgék later, the hostage takers seem to have won rather
easily.
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tained independence

nearly 20 years ago aKer a

hard-fought armed st
gle, it continues to be governed by
the arrangement worked out dur-
ing the prolonged negotiations in
London that preceded independ-
ence, the so-called Lancaster
House Constitution. This docu-
ment, with several provisions lim-
iting the powers of the
Government, in particular to un-
dertake any radical land redistrib-
ution, has been amended at least
14 times, mainly to strengthen the
Executive.

The Government was restricted
from initiating any land reform leg-
islation for the first ten years of in-
dependence, under the Lancaster
House settlement. Since 1990,
though, the Government has initi-
ated some land redistribution
measures. The first of these was the
Land Acquisition Act of 1992 under
which the state could buy about 50
per cent of some eleven million
hectares still held by “commercial
farmers” — the standard euphe-
mism in Zimbabwe for white set-

tler farmers. However the

implementation of this 1 easure
has been embroiled in legal disputes, angry ex-

changes with Britain which continues to cher-
ish undefined responsibilities to settler
communities in its erstwhile colonies in Africa
(after all Britain even now has a “Minister in
charge of Africa”’), and charges of corruption in
redistribution of land.

The reality is that land, the central issue in
the liberation struggle, continues to be over-
whelmingly held by the white settlers in Zim-
babwe. This is hardly surprising since theft of
native land by European settlers has, at all
times and everywhere, been the central, indeed
defining, feature of colonial settlements; and
the issue that animated the anti-colonial strug-
gles.

Zimbabwe’s President, Mr Robert Mugabe,
periodically issued threats and notices of intent
to acquire white-owned land. But these have all
floundered on the issue of compensation,
which, under the Lancaster House Constitu-
tion, has to be fair and according to market
value. Requests that Britain, as the former colo-
nial power, provide financial aid to facilitate
acquisition and redistributior of white-owned
land has not evoked any faveurable response.

It is in this context that two seemingly sep-
arate, but related and proximate, events, which
marked the beginning of the undeniable acute
cconomic problems that Zim»abwe has been
facing since then, have to be viewed. The first
was the announcement in August 1997 that the
state would take over 4.5 million hectares of
white-owned land, with the compensation be-
ing only for the ‘improvements’ on the farms
and not the market value of the land as such. In
the same month, the Government conceded
the long- standing demand for pensions and
compensations for injuries and disabilities
from veterans of the liberation war and their
dependants.

Things have never been the same in Zim-
babwe since. Though these initiatives were by a
Government which had won an overwhelmin
electoral victory in April 1995, with the Opposi-

The loss in Zlmbabwe S

referendum vote is a wake-

up call for Mr. Robert
Mugabe, writes

M. S. PRABHAKARA.

tion in the 150-member National Assembly (30
of whom are nominated) limited to just three,
they faced strong extra-parliamentary opposi-
tion, much of it animated and articulated by
genuinely democratic forces — including the
powerful trade union movement led by the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions.

In short, the last three years have been
marked by virtually ceaseless confrontation be-
tween the Government and a powerful and
well-organised extra-parliamentary opposition.
Though during this period others have jumped
on the opposition bandwagon, not all of them
animated by genuine democratic principles, in
essence the opposition does articulate the dis-
enchantment with the virtually single-party
rule in Zimbabwe.

The decision to have Zimbabwe's own
“home grown” Constitution (a very popular
phrase in Zimbabwe) has to be seen against this
background. The initiative in this regard was
taken about two years ago by an alliance of civil
society structures which came together as the
National Constitutional Assembly and began
the process of drafting a Constitution. Howev-
er, the Government pre-empted these initia-
tives by constituting the Constitutional
Commission in April last year, with a mandate
to hold countrywide hearings and submit a re-
port; and prepare a Draft Constitution.

The extra-parliamentary opposition dismis-
sed both the process and the final product, the
Draft Constitution presented to Mr. Mugabe
last November, as illegitimate on the ground
that these were “Government sponsored’’.

\»Churnlﬁg in Zimbabwe
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the provisions in the Draft whth it said, wa
further entrench Mr. Mugabe and the ru
ZANU-PF in power — apart from enabling
Mugabe to seek two more terms as Presid
Another objection was that the Draft Con
tion enabled the Government to “'seize wi
owned lands without compensation”.

Both these objections are based on fa s.”
However, while the further strengthening of the
Executive President can be reasonably ob]ec§ed .
to, it is difficult to see anything iniquitous in,
Article 57 of the Draft, which could have un-..
done the brazen theft of land perpetrated a.
century ago by Cecil Rhodes and others. Never-
theless, the electorate seems to have thought -
otherwise in the two-day referendum (February
12-13).

The defeat in the referendum is undoubtedly
a political setback for Mr. Mugabe and ZANI;
PF. But does this mean the beginning of the e
of his political career? In particular, does
result portend a similar setback in the electio
to the National Assembly, due in April this ye'a
As always, any speculation and forecast, i3
fraught with risks. Nevertheless, two features of
the referendum which are likely to oper. ate
rather differently in case of general e]ecnons
deserve to be noted.

One, the low turnout. This is extremely un-
likely in a general election, especially since (af-
ter the experience of the referendum) ZANU=
PF will campaign rather more vigorously thart
was the case with the referendum. Second, the
crucial difference between a national vote and
a constituency-based vote. A constituency-
based analysis of the vote in the referendum,
prepared by the Inter Press Service in Harare,
showed that voters in 73 of the 120 parliamen-
tary constituencies of Zimbabwe approved thte
Draft, though in many cases by small margms.

The outcome is nevertheless a wake-up call
for Mr. Mugabe and ZANU-PF, who have ens
joyed virtually unchallenged dominance . aﬂ
these years.

&
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The putsch in Ivory Coast
confirms that the West
and international
financial institutions
have failed in their
attempis to impose a

democratic model on _

Africa, reports KH\
VAIJU NARAVANE.

T WAS a Christmas coup. Soldiers

grumbling for back wages suddenly

mutinied and pent up frustration

over a worsening economic situa-
tion in what has been considered one of
the most stable ‘‘democracies” in West
Africa erupted.

Mr. Henri Konan Bedie, the French-
‘educated President who lived like a
:monarch, throwing champagne parties
in his huge low-slung presidential pal-
ace in Abidjan, first took refuge at a
French military base and then, as
French troops readied to go to Ivory
Coast, averted a crisis by fleeing to
neighbouring Togo. In Lome, the cap-
ital, he and his wife and four children
were warmly received by Togo’s Presi-
dent, Mr. Gnassingbe Eyadema, one of
Africa’s longest-serving rulers and a per-
sonal friend of Mr. Bedie.

On December 27, the Rue the Com-
merce, Abidjan’s main shopping street,
was littered with torn cardboard boxes
which once contained television sets
and other electronic and household
goods. “The soldiers came here to loot.
:From 8 p.m., on Christmas Eve to 5 a.m. .
on Christmas Day they grabbed what
they could, putting it on trucks and driv-
ing it away. Then came the ordinary
thieves for the rest of the pickings,” re-
calls a journalist, Ms. Rosa Zeguella.

Mamadou who works at. Fraternite
Matin, Abdijan’s laigest French lan-
guage daily, said: “W: knew something
Jike this was on the wity. Bedie was pret-
ty much hated in this country. He was
the darling of the World Bank and the
IMF which held up Ivory Coast as an
example of prosperity and stability in
the region. But he made the population
pay a huge price. We would not have
minded if he had set an example and
lived a simple life himself. But everyone
- knew how much his wife spent on her
shopping trips in Paris. what his French
-chef cost the state. We now have to see

how soon the new military regime re-
- establishes democracy.”

The new Ivorian strongman, Gen.
Robert Guei, first brought the situation
under control by sending out military
patrols with orders to shoot at sight.
Abidjan returned to calm after two
nights of rampaging and mayhem. He
then received the oath of allegiance
from the army, the chiefs of police and
the customs. France prepared to send in
300 paratroopers ostensibly to “pro-

. tect”’ the 20,000 French expatriates who
-live in Ivory Coast but in fact to rescue
‘Mr. Bedie who had acked France for

i

1o -1k

~ Democracy devalued?

Konan Bedei (inset).

praotection, “If you do that,” warned
Gen. Guei, “there will be bloodshed.”
The French heeded the warning and Mr.
Bedie, who was persuaded to accept the
invitation from Togo, left under French
protection after making a half- hearted
appeal for national unity.

Gen. Guei has now announced' that
the State’s coffers are empty. ‘“They
have pillaged the country. There is noth-
ing left,” he told a students union on
Thursday. The National Salvation Com-
mittee set up by the new Ivorian strong-
man is expected to ‘create the
necessary conditions for real democracy
with the perspective of organising just
and transparent elections”. This con-
firms doubts that elections will be long
in coming.

The putsch in Ivory Coast, which
comes close on the heels of similar
coups d’etat in Niger, Comores and Gui-
nea-Bissau, confirms that the West and
international financial institutions have
failed in their attempts to impose a
democratic model on Africa where pow-
er continues to change hands through
guns rather than through the ballot box.
Even in Ivory Coast, which was long
held up as a model of democracy, stabil-
ity and prosperity for the rest of the con-
tinent, true democracy never existed.
Elections were rigged or were rendered
ineffectual by an Opposition boycott
and more often than not, the Opposi-
tion was bought off.

Mr. Konan Bedie was fighting to neu-
tralise his opponent, Mr. Allassane
Ouattara, who he said was of “doubtful

nationality”, when troops stormed his
presidential palace. Mr. Bedie's own
partymen have now deserted him to be-
come the acolytes of the new regime.
The Ivorian Opposition is waiting to
see which way the wind blows before
reacting. Mr. Alassane Ouattara, who
sought refuge in France after Mr. Bedie
declared him ineligible for office on the
basis of a “constitutional legality” and
issued a warrant for his arrest, has re-
fused comment. Unfortunately, Opposi-
tion politicians in Africa have too often
to choose between a nosebag offered by
the strongman in power and a seizure of
power by force. There are very few civic
organisations and little dissent or politi-
cal freedom. African democracies are for
the most part semi-authoritarian re-
gimes which have acquired a democrat-

ic patina without giving up any of t.he ‘
old dictatorial habits. The press remains

muzzled, information

troited.

strictly con- !

The refusal of African leaders to allow
their countries to move towards real de- |

mocracy, their refusal to allow the emer- |

gence of civil society and a true
opposition has set Africa on a slippery
slope. Increasingly, the army is likely to
step in, posing as the saviour of democ-
racy. “If General Guei organises elec-
tions to give power to civil society, it
would be a good thing. Bedie is quite
likely to walk on gold for the rest of his
life from what he has stolen from this
country. He was not too democratic. Let
us see what these people do,” said a
schoolteacher, Mr. Jean Tiemoko.
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" AFRICA / HEAT ON UNITA

Namibian forces

in ‘hot

ursuit’

By M.S. Prabhakara )(\‘) ~Wport from Windhoek, the YNITA

CAPE TOWN, JAN. 6. The Namibian
armed forces have crossed the
northern border into southern
Angola in ‘hot pursuit’ of suspect-
ed UNITA rebels operating on
both sides of the border.

The armed forces of the two
countries, which are bound by a
treaty, have been closely co-oper-
ating in the operations against the
UNITA for several months now.

During this period, the UNITA
has retreated from much of the
territory it once controlled, in-
cluding its ‘strongholds’ of Bai-
lundo, Andulo and, finally,
Jamba. It is now believed to have
retreated to areas close to the Na-
mibian border where sections of
the population, having their own
problems with the central govern-
ment in Windhoek, are known to
share cross border kinship and
ethnic links.

The development comes in the
wake of the attack by what the
Namibjan authorities describe as
UNITA bandits’ earlier this week
on a touring French family in
which three children were killed,
and their parents seriously
wounded, near Bagani on the
trans-Caprivi highway, close to
the popular tourist destinations
of Popa Falls and the Mahango
Game Reserve.

The family was returning to
Windhoek on Monday, after cele-
brating the millennium weekend
in the Caprivi, when they came
under attack by suspected UNITA
rebels.

In two separate incidents the
following day in the same area,
two other persons were injured.
An unidentified UNITA spokes-
person speaking from Geneva has
however denied UNITA’s involve-
ment in the attack; and an agency
report from Windhoek today
quotes  apother unidentified
‘UNITA representative in Nami-
bia’ putting the blame on the An-
golan Armed Forces an
astonishing claim (leaving aside
the suggestion that UNITA has a
functioning representative in Na-
mibia) since both the FAA and the
Namibian armed forces have
launched joint operations against
what they described as ‘UNITA
bandits’.

The area, which was the scene
of an abortive secessionist upris-
ing last year, borders on three
countries — Botswana, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.

According to a news agency re-

rebels who are ‘moving randlomly
on foot within the area se¢m to
have taken complete contrdl, de-
spite the presence of both the Na-
mibian and Angolan troops in the
area’, It quoted local game rang-
ers who have fled from the invad-
ing forces as saying that the rebels
were communicating in Lozi, a lo-
cal language, also spoken across
the border in Zambia. The lin-
guistic map of Zambia does show
a small area bordering Angola as
inhabited by speakers of Lozi.

The extension of the war
against the UNITA rebels into Na-
mibia is a logical and indeed an
inevitable stage in the ongoing
‘fight to the finish' against the
UNITA by the Angolan Armed
Forces (FAA).

Interestingly, just as the FAA's
offensive is yielding results, voic-
es are again being heard against
the ‘wasteful war’ in Angola.

Most eloquent and dripping
with concern for the ‘victims of
the conflict’ are ‘aid agencies’ and
other ‘organs of civil society’ ac-
tive in all the countries of south-
ern Africa, as well as war games
experts of ‘security think tanks’.

All these voices were muted, if
not utterly silent, during the dec-
ades of civil war imposed on the
country by the UNITA, in partic-
ular in the last two years when it
actively resumed fighting, though
its leaders had been elected to
Parliament and had been accom-
modated in government positions
at all levels — all under the provi-
sions of the Lusaka Accord of
1994.

It is only in the last three
months when the UNITA has
been on the run, and has lost all
its so-called ‘strongholds’ inside
Angola, that these structures, and
sections of the media whose main
sources of information are these
‘organs of civil society’ and ‘aid
agencies’ and ‘security think-
tanks’ are now expressing con-
cern over the Angolan conflict be-
coming a broader
sub-continental conflict: No one,
not even those in official posi-
tions in South Africa, can explain
how, short of an all out military
assault, the UNITA and its leader,
Dr. Jonas Savimbi, characterised
by the leaders of the Southern
African Development Communi-
ty so recently and with such una-
nimity as a ‘war criminal’ after he
resumed the civil war, can be de-
feated.
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)()1’1’1mon currency

1n Africa soon

DEUTSGH PRESSE AGENTUR oo ) \‘

ABUJA, Jan. 20. — African countries are determined to\bave a
CoMiL ‘eney soon, Mr Joseph & Zonusi, chairman of the associ-
ation of 2 central banks, S(hd in Abuja vesterday.

My Sunuei, 2 Nigerian national, said al a one-day meeting of the
ASSOCIALON .na‘, burdies opstructing the realization of a common
Africar niouetary zone had beer overcome,

He saia the mesiing resolved chat Africa’s four sub-regional eco-
nomic biocks should start working toward integrating their cur-
rencies, as £ profude to the integration of the monetary and finan-
cial sectors 27 African economieg,

The Africar regional blocks are north, south. east and west
Afrur. My Saausi noted that the nine French- speaking west
African tries already had a common currency, while Nigeria
and Ghana nad started to integrate the currencies of the coun-
tries of ilie Economic Community of West African States
‘Eeowas,

Ecowas & “be economic sub-regional grouping of west African
countites. v Sanusi, governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria,
sdla e oiher economic blocks of the southern Africa develop-
minunity and countries of east Afvica had agreed to hav-
SO CUTTEncy.
esentatives from al! of Africa’s 41 countries besides
i nitended yesterday’s meeting. Thev had shown a
sire for economic integration on the continent.

i Bank of Gambia governor, Mr MC Bajo remarked
inrs cheques needed mere time to gain acceptability.
member countries was necessary
ii of the African continent. It
T intra-African trade was not

e
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By M.S. Prabhakara Ah\( " suffered by the rebel movement

CAPE TOWN, JAN. 16. [n yet another
attack by suspected UNITA rebels

| inside Namibia, five persons were

killed when the minibus they

| were travelling in came under fire

on the Trans-Caprivi highway,
between Katima Muilo and Run-

* du, on Friday evening. According

to the Namibian police, four per-
sons died on the spot while an-
other died later in a hospital at
Rundu.

The 520-km long Trans-Caprivi
highway runs parallel to and over
some stretches very close to the
Angolan border. The Namibian
and Angolan troops have been
conduciing  joint  operations
against the UNITA rebels, follow-
ing its extension of the war
against the Angolan Government
by acts of ‘cross border retalia-
tion’ inside Namibian territory.

The UNITA blames Namibia for
this widening of the conflict
which it says became inevitable
following Namibia’s decision to
actively help the Angolan armed
forces in the war against it.

The extension of war into Na-
mibia fol ows a series of reverses

in recent weeks, marked by return
to government control of several
vaunted UNITA’s ‘strongholds’.

The Namibian Government has
meanwhile strongly criticised the
‘vitriolic propaganda by the print
media’ against Namibia’s deci-
sion to actively assist Angola in its
fight against the UNITA.

A statement issued by the act-
ing Foreign Minister, Mr. Tulia-
meni Kalomoh, early this week
accused the Namibian print
media of sympathising with the
UNTTA and of calling into ques-
tion the veracity of every govern-
ment statement.

Though the Minister did not
mention any names, it is a fact
that a leading structure engaged
in such regurgitation till recently,
before it sent its own professional
reporter to cover the incidents on
the Namibia-Angola border, has
been the South African Broad-
casting Corporation.

The spat is related to the claims
in the Namibian press that the
Angolan army was forcibly
recruiting Namibian civilians - in
essence raising a mercenary

THE HINDU

17 JAN2(D

" UNITA strikes again o\

corps. This is an extrelnely serious
charge, given the history of mer-
cenary activities in southern Afri-
ca, and the existence of formal
treaty arrangements between the
two countries.

Denials by the Namibian Gov-
ernment of such claims are rou-
tinely (and scornfully) rejected by
those making such accusations,
in particular by an organisation
called the Namibian Society for
Human Rights, which is spear-
heading the campaign.

Acknowledging that there could
be ‘an element of speculation and
sometimes an etrror’ in the reports
in the Namibian media, the re-
gional director of the Windhoek-
based Media Institute of Southern
Africa (MISA) hes said: “The Na-
mibian Governmment is failing very
seriously in informing the Nami-
bian population on a regular basis
of what is actually going on along
its northern baorder. In these cir-
cumstances, thev should not be
surprised if there is an element of
speculation and sometimes an er-
ror. It is unfair to accuse the
media of being propagandistic”,
the MISA statement said.




he UN mandate for

policing the truce in

the Congo expired

this week, without

the 500 military
observers requested by the
Secretary-General ever being
sent into the field. [t remains
to be seen whether the
Security Council's recent
decision to send a 6,000-
strong force to police the very
tentative truce in Sierra
Leone will be acted on. At the
moment it seems more than
doubtful. The outside world
appears to be almost frozen
in its tracks when it comes to
dealing with African civil
wars.

In Somalia the UN pulled
out, after the grisly death of
18 American soldiers.In
Angola, the UN pulled its
peacekeepers out last year
after years of apparently
fruitless wear and tear.

And in Rwanda, the scene of
the worst genocide since the
killing fields of Cambodia,
the UN is accused of turning
a blind eye in its moment of
need.

The horror of Rwanda will
not go away. It lives on like
the Holocaust, keeping think-
ing people awake at night, as
they struggle with their con-
sciences over what they
failed to do and what they
might do to avoid a similar
situation next time.

Just over a year ago on his
African safari, President Bill
Clinton personally admitted
fault. And earlier this month
UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, made an abject apolo-
gy after an inquiry made by
the former Swedish Prime
Minister, Ingvar Carlsson.

Yet we err if we think shey
should have known what
exactly was going on,before it
was too late. And we err
more if we think that oven
when we do know whet is
happening in a civil war, mil-
itary intervention is a
straightforward panacea.

In an interesting piece of
detective work, published in
the new issue of"Foreign
Affairs", Alan Kupermen
shows that one major rcason
why the world failed to &ct to
halt the carnage of Tutsis by

Hutus in Rwanda — the
fastest genocide in recorded
history — was that the
reporting was so poor that
not until it was nearly over
did we know what was going
on.
So much for "the CNN
effect.”

The genocidal violence
began on 7 April 1994. But as
Kuperman shows, "Mr
Clinton <or any other outside
leader> could not have
known that there was a
nationwide genocide under
way until about 20 April".

Just a few days into the
genocide the "New York
Times" reported that "fight-
ing had diminished in inten-
sity". Three days later, "Le
Monde" wrote, "A strange
calm reigns in downtown
Kigali <the capital>."

Only on 18 April did a
Belgian radio station ques-
tion the journalistic consen-
sus, explaining accurately
that the decline in the
reports of violence was
because "most foreigners had
left, including journalists."

Human Rights Watch, an
American NGO, made the
first correct guestimate when
on 20 April it said, "As many
as 100,000 people may have
died." The Red Cross followed
the next day with a press
release saying "hundreds of
thousands" may have died.

It has been repeatedly said,
if only the UN had responded
to the request of General
Romeo Dallaire, the UN's
man on the spot, made on 10
April, for 5,000 more troops,
the worst of the carnage
could have been headed off.

But the importance of
Kuperman's analysis — aside
from demonstrating the wide-
spread ignorance — is that it
shows ‘that a last-minute
intervention could not have
saved most of the Tutsis from

Rwanda a blot on

UN's conscience

JONATHAN POWER

their Hutu killers.

Even a US light infantry
ready brigade of 5,000 men
would have required a week
after receiving orders to
begin significant operations
in Rwanda. And even then it
could have only carried out
limited operations until its
equipment arrived a few days
later.

Thus, even if Dallaire's
telegram had been acted on
half of the genocide would
have been already completed.
Dallaire himself was
unaware of what was going
on outside the capital and in
all probability the arriving
troops would have stayed in
Kigali.

1f, indeed, Dallaire had
known what was going on all
over the country, 5,000
troops would not have been
enough; it would have
required a good 15,000.
Transporting such a force to
a landlocked country with
limited airfields would not
have'been a quick business.
It would have taken two
weeks to get enough troops
and equipment sufficient to
attempt a halt to the fight-
ing.

If there was a time to have
intervened on a large-scale it
was, In fact, way back in
January. That is when the
moderate Hutu government
was still in power, desperate-
ly trvint_s{ to keep Hutu mili-

tants in check. {These moder-
ates were one of the first to
be murdered when the killing
began.)

This is when both that gov-
ernment and its old colonial
power, Belgium, were argu-
ing for a major UN interven-
tion. (There was a small force
on the ground, under
Dallaire’s command.) But the
USA and Britain quashed the
idea, arguing that the cost
was prohibitive and that
peacekeepers would be
endangered, as they had been
in Somalia the previous
October.

What does one deduce from
this? Yes, the obvious. We
have to use our imaginations
to better anticipate situa-
tions. But it is not as simple
as that. Each of the recent
interventions around the
world teaches a different les-
son. Somalia taught us not to
allow peacekeeping troops to
start to fight like an invading
army. Haiti taught us even a
successful military occupa-
tion by outsiders may not
change the fundamental
antagonisms that undermine
society.

Bosnia teaches us that after
there has been an awful war,
military intervention can buy
a little time for reconstruc-
tion, but it can't make a pre-
cariously unbalanced politi-
cal situation stable.

Kosovo taught us that mili-
tary intervention can, first,
precipitate the situation it is
supposed to forestall and,
second, substitute one prob-
lem (Albanian terror) for
what preceded it (Serb ter-
ror).

The intervention debate has
become impaled on the horn
of multiple dilemmas. No
wonder the Security Council
becomes so often deadlocked
on thesc issues. No wonder
even when it votes to do

1ts preventive diplomacy,

That means developing a

m large cadre of people — not

AH T

something it finds no mem-
ber-countries want to risk

their troops to implement the
decision.

If the UN needs to beef up
anything, it needs to beef up

2t

Just a lone troubleshocter
who'flies in to meet the
President — which can go
Into a situation of conflict.
stay a year or two or more
and work at every level of
Society, not just the very top.
There is a model for this in
the work of the Swedish
Transnational Foundation for
Peace and Future Research.
But that requires a further
column next week. -



$. Africa ;eieici\; DRC charges

fany , \,
By M.S. Prabhakara “9 ceasefire agreelnlent that would

CAPE TOWN, JAN. 25. South Africa
has rejected what it describes as
“allegations’’ in “recent media re-
ports” that it is not impartial in
the ongoing contflict in the Great
Lakes sub-region and, in fact, that
it is providing assistance to “‘cer-
tain belligerents to the conflict.”

In fact, the said allegations
amount to several accusations,
including one that South Africa
has supplied arms to the “rebels
and aggressors,” made by the
President of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC}, Mr. Lau-
rent Kabila in an interview last
week in Pretoria News.

Without referring specifically to
Mr. Kabila's trenchant criticisms
of South Africa’s policy towards
the DRC conflict, a statement is-
sued today by the Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA) in Pretoria
said that South Africa remained
committed to "‘a process that
would ensure that the interests of
all the Congolese are promoted.”
South Africa further supported
“interaction with all parties to the
conflict, in acceptance of the
principles agreed upon by the Lu-
saka ceasefire agreement.”

A crucial sentence reads thus:
“South Africa supports the per-
spectives of the Lusaka agree-
ment that the existence of the
rebel movements and the non-
military opposition groups is a
fact in the political dynamics of
the DRC and that unless this fact
is accepted there will be no pro-
gress in the full implementation
of the Lusaka ceasefire agree-
ment.”

Equally crucial is the reiteration
of the South African position that
it has “‘since the Pretoria Declara-
tion of 23 August, 1998 consis-
tently and tirelessly promoted a

call for cessatipn of hostilities,
troop standstill
all foreign troop§ on DRC soil.”

Both these positions, and the
underlying implications of the
“inclusive government’”’ formula
first promoted by South Africa in
the dying days of the Mobutu re-
gime (even then firmly rejected by
Mr. Kabila), cut to the very heart
of the DRC conflict. They also in-
dicate the ongoing contradictions
between the stances of South Afri-
ca and its closest neighbours on
the DRC issue. Indeed, they also
hint at why the Lusaka Accord has
thus far been a non-starter, with
not even the first item of its elab-
orately-drawn peace time table —
cessation of hostilities — as yet
fully implemented.

Mr. Kabila maintains that he
heads a legitimate government,
and what the DRC has been fac-
ing since August 1998 is not so
much a civil war as an invasion by
Rwanda and Uganda, in support
of malcontent domestic rebel fac-
tions. Furthermore, Angola, Na-
mibia and Zimbabwe, which
support the DRC government,
have done so at a state-to-state
level with the legitimate govern-
ment there, in terms of bi - and
multilateral treaty obligations, the
latter as members under the char-
ter of the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC).
Neither Rwanda nor Uganda are
SADC member states.

Hence, any reference to a need
to accept rebel movements and
non-military opposition groups
as “a fact in the political dynam-
ics of the DRC” is bound to be
seen as an intolerable political
provocation in Kinshasa.

The reiteration of South Africa’s
commitment to the so-called Pre-

toria Declaration of August 23,
1998 is consistent with such a
provocative approach. That meet-
ing was convened by the then
President, Mr. Nelson Mandela in
his capacity as chair of the SADC,
to address the deepening conflict
in the DRC. However, although
Angola and Zimbabwe had begun
to extend help to the DRC govern-
ment to repel the “‘rebels and ag-
gressors,”” notably absent from
the tatks were not only the DRC
President, Mr. Kabila, surely cen-
tral to any initiative pertinent to
the issue, but also Mr. Robert Mu-
gabe, President of Zimbabwe and
Mr. Jose Eduardo dos Santos,
President of Angola.

One of a spate of initiatives tak-
en on all sides, at least some mere
exercises in regional one-upman-
ship, the Pretoria ‘“‘summit” was

widely seen as an attempt by |

South Africa to use its political
and economic clout to paint the
DRC and its allies into a corner.
However, even the Pretoria sum-
mit acknowledged that the
“Democratic Republic of the
Congo has a government in place
which the summit recognises and
which is headed by President

-Laurent Kabila.”

Thus, on the one hand, there is
a public acknowledgement by re-
gional players that Mr. Kabila
heads a legitimate government. At
the same time, it is urged that not
merely ‘‘non-military opposition
groups” but also “rebel move-
ments,” also be acknowledged as
“a fact in the political dynamics of
the DRC.”

This amounts to a phenomenal
exercise in political spin doctor-
ing, a feat which perhaps only
South Africa, with its purported
moral heft, may in the end man-
age to pull off.
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/ .« Playing big brother )

NOTABLE feature of South Africa’s
relations with other countries is the
marked lack of warmth towards it
on the part of most of its 5

neighbours. This, on the face of it, is M'ﬂ
surprising given that these were the
frontline states which provided crucial
material, diplomatic and military support to
the struggle against apartheid; and in that
process were themselves subjected to open
and covert aggression by the apartheid
regime. The Report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission presents detailed
accounts of crimes committed by the
apartheid regime against the Governments
and people of nine countries of the
southern African region: Angola, Botswana,
Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland,
Seychelles, Tanzania, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

This, however, is on the way to becoming
a historical curiosity. Since the liberation
movement became the party of government
in South Africa, things have become rather
different. The legitimate admiration of the
“moral stature” of the democratic
government in Pretoria is now mostly
limited to distant admirers in the West and
occasional visitors, some of whom seem to
be caught in a time warp of the heady days
of the installation of Mr. Nelson Mandela as
President. Countries closer home, however,
have problems with their big and powerful
neighbour. An Indian observer cannot help
being reminded, in this context, of the
moral high ground that India occupied in
the early years of independence; and
equally, of the rapid erosion of that stature
as harsher realities prevailed, especially
since the mid-1960s.

The starkest examples of the uneasy
relationship between South Africa and some
of its neighbours is the correlation of forces
in the ongoing conflicts in Angola '25 years
old) and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). Angola, Namibia and
Zimbabwe have sent troops in support of
the Government of Mr. Laurent Kabila to
defeat what he claims is “aggression” by
Rwanda and Uganda in support of

Mr. Neison Mandela ... an icon In Soh Africa’s efforts at conflict resolution.

malcontent rebel factions. In a related
development, Namibia has allowed Angola
to conduct operations against the Unita
rebels along its northern border. Both
Angola and the DRC have accused South
Africa, which has been urging an “inclusive”
settlement in both the cases and has played
host to the rebels, of actively or covertly
supporting the rebels.

Zimbabwe’s problems with South Africa
are rather more complex, given the close
historical links between the settler and
colonial regimes that preceded the dawn of
independence in both the countries and the
many common factors in their liberation
struggles. Both Angola and Zimbabwe were
actual theatres of war in the armed struggle
against the apartheid regime. Though the
resentment against South Africa in
Zimbabwe is, for now, grounded in issues of
economy and commerce, Pretoria is also
resented for what is seen as its support to
parties and groups opposed to the ZANU-PF
Government headed by Mr. Robert Mugabe.
One should not be surprised if in the not-
too-distant future, leaders of the
Government in Harare also accuse Pretoria
of aiding “rebels and aggressors”’.

What is the stand of South Africa in
respect of the conflicts in its
neighbourhood, and indeed on the
continent and in the rest of the world? The
question is important in the light of the
initiatives being taken by South Africa
(Northern Ireland, East Timor, Palestine,
Lockerbie) of its own volition and in
response to pleas by the “international
community” as mediator and facilitator in
conflict resolution, often accompanied by
much media hype. The assumption is that
South Africa is uniquely qualified to provide
solutions, given its resolution of the
seemingly irresolvable conflict within the
country. Things are, however, not so simple.
Some of these have gone awry, some are
proceeding apace or gurgling away under
the influence of factors outside such
initiatives.

The recent accusations by Mr. Kabila that
South Africa is openly and covertly
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There is a matked lack of
warmth towards South
Africa on the part of most
of its neighbours.

M. S. PRABHAKARA looks
at the possible reasons.

supporting the rebels have to be viewed in
the context of this unique role that has been
both assigned to, and assumed by, South
Africa. This perception of South Africa on
the part of some of its neighbours is neither
new nor unique. Angola too has for long
maintained that South Africa is aiding the
rebel force, Unita. Indeed, in September last
year, the Deputy Foreign Minister of Angola
called for “‘international sanctions” against
South Africa, along with Burkina Faso,
Uganda, Ukraine and Zambia, accusing
them of not adhering to the U.N.-imposed
sanctions against Unita.

The realpolitick view of South Africa’s
foreign policy is that in essential respects it
is marked by continuity rather than by
change. In this view, given the size and
economic strength of South Africa, and its
arrogant sense of destiny as the leading
power of the continent, such continuity in
the pursuit of its “national interests” is
entirely natural. The permanent interests of
nation-states do not change merely because
there has been a change in government —
even of so radical and fundamental a kind
as took place in South Africa in 1994. South
Africa’s sense of destiny on the continent is
indeed strong, and is articulated in terms of
an historical and a suffused poetic vision as
an ideology and theory of the African
renaissance, driven naturally by it. Rather
more tellingly, this historic destiny is also
articulated in the gloating (and
corresponding moaning) over every victory
(and defeat) in the competitive sports.

This would be, however, a superficial and
perhaps even a cynical view, though one
should also note that the now no more new
South Africa has absorbed and made its
own many of the most detested symbols
and even the substance of the apartheid
regime — the most obvious being those
abominations of the old regime such as
Parliament and the judicial system.

The problem lies deeper. Fundamental to
South Africa’s perception as a nation-state,
inasmuch as it was to the apartheid regime
too, is its perceived exceptionalism — both
in its history and in its destiny. Thus, the
process and the components of what many
foreigners still characterise as the South
African miracle — negotiations and an
inclusive political settlement — have now
assumed the status of a universal panacea
for every conflict in the region, on the
continent, anywhere. Indeed, insofar as the
South African prescriptive view of the world
is concerned, now that it has attained its
miracle, the era of conflicts is definitely over
-— this notwithstanding the evidence to the
contrary. This too is of a piece with the
curious mix of innocence and moral
arrogance that characterised the conduct of
Indian foreign policy in the early years of
independence.




