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CHILE / CHARGES MAY FALL UN

P Y l\
Pinoc

SANTIAGO (CHILE), DEC. 3. La 2
gusto Pinochet on Saturday appealed his in-
dictment on homicide and kidnapping
charges, claiming the former dictator has been
“subject to irregular and arbitrary acts.”

In the appeal filed at the Santiago Court of
Appeals, the lawyers argued that Judge Juan
Guzman indicted Gen. Pinochet without even
questioning him first.

“Gen. Pinochet has been denied the right to
state his case,” said Mr. Fernando Barros, a
top member of Pinochet’s egal team.

Friday's indictment, whic1 angered Gen. Pi-
nochet’s followers and delighted his foes,
came as a surprise, becaus: Justice Guzman
himself had ordered Gen. Pinochet to undergo
mental tests to determine whether he was fit
to stand trial. The tests have not yet begun.

Justice Guzman charged Gen. Pinochet in
connection with the ‘Caravan of Death,’ one of
the most notorious cases of human rights vio-
lations during his 1973-90 reign.

The caravan was a military party that killed
73 political prisoners in various cities shortly
after Gen. Pinochet led a 1973 coup that oust-
ed socialist President Salvador Allende.

Justice Guzman filed homicide charges
against Gen. Pinochet for 55 of the victims
whose bodies have been accounted for, and
kidnapping charges for 18 others who remain
missing.

Plaintiffs, human rights activists and rela-
tives of the victims claim the members of the
caravan acted on orders from Gen. Pinochet.

Justice Guzman also ordered the 85-year-
old Pinochet placed under house arrest, a
measure that can be implemented only after
Gen. Pinochet has been forma'ly notified of

awyers ap

his indictment. That is expected to happen on
Monday or Tuesday.

Gen. Pinochet remained on Saturday at his
heavily guarded countryside residence in Los
Boldos, 120 km southwest of Santiago.

the General faces 187 criminal complaints
stemming from human rights abuses during
his long reign. Justice Guzman last August
succeeded in having him stripped of his con-
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peal indictment

gressional immunity paving the way for the '
indictment he issued on Friday.

The indictment adds to a series of legal set-
backs for Gen. Pinochet since his arrest in Oc-
tober, 1998 in London. He was released in
March on health grounds and returned to
Chile. He suffers from diabetes, has a pace-

maker and has been hit by three mild-Strokes
in the last two years. — AP/n



“Fox plans to win over|
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w'*Zapatis

OAXACA (MEXICO), DEC. 3. On his
first full day as Mexico's Presi-
dent, Mr. Vincente Fox, scored a

' major political victory on Satur-
. day, bringing to the negotiating
! table a band of rebels who had

frustrated his predecessor for six
years.

As Mr. Fox toured Mexico in a
victory lap after defeating the par-
ty that has ruled the country for
71 vears, word came from the
southern jungle that the elusive
ski-masked leader of the Zapatis-
ta rebels, Subcomandante Mar-
cos, would restart peace talks with
the Government. The rebels had
walked away from the table four
years ago. & Lo

Immediately upon taking of-
fice, Mr. Fox made ending the 7-
year-old revolt for greater Indian
rights by the Zapatista rebels a
priority, sending an Indian rights
bill to Congress for approval and
ordering troops to withdraw from
sensitive spots in Chiapas.

“The Zapatistas have accepted
Jialogue. There’s a new attitude, a
new way of thinking,” Mr. Fox
«aid at a rally on Saturday night in
the northern city of Monterrey.
“Let's have dialogue.” But amid
the good news, there were re-
minders that the challenges fac-
ing Mr. Fox are enormous.

About 10,000 teachers, labour-
ers and poor Indian farmers

marched down the tourist-filled,

cobblestone streets of Oaxaca on
Saturday to demand justice and
aid and to disrupt what was sup-
posed to be a feel-good victory
ceiebration with Indians.

"The protesters were stopped by
a police line about a block from
the plaza where Mr. Fox spoke to
a sinaller crowd to stress his com-
mitment to Mexico's poor and In-
dians.

“l am always open to listen,”
Mr. Fox told protest leaders who
wer2 brought into the plaza to
meet him. “There is no need for
violent demonstrations or block-
ing streets,” he said though the
protest appeared to be peaceful.

M. Fox vowed to concentrate
development efforts in Oaxaca
and other poor, heavily Indian
states in Mexico's south, and to
treat Mexico’s Indian people with
greater respect.

“We can close our eyes to in-
famy — to the rule of bosses, to
discrinination, to public and pri-
vate policies that have tried to

i marginalise Indian communities
| — but that is unacceptable,” said

Mr. Fox, who was accompanied
by the Venezuelan President, Mr.
Hugo '“havez.

The 6-foot-5 president sailed
like a ship through a sea of mueh
shorter men and women in tradi-
tional Indian clothing who

rebels

Marcos of the Zapatista Army
of National Liberation at a
news conference in La
Realidad, Chiapas, on
Saturday. — AP

swarmed him, hugging him, fran-
tically passing letters appealing
for help.

Mr. Fox has pledged to combat
poverty with a national micro-
lending programme, and to chan-
nel the revenues from a growing
economy into improving educa-
tion and health services.

He told the crowd his economic
programme ‘‘is not meant to
achieve successful statistics. It is
going to be an economic project
to improve the life of each per-
son.”” Mr. Fox also signed an
agreement with the UN. High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
Ms. Mary Robinson, to promote
human rights in Mexico.

The protesters organised by lo-
cal teachers unions claimed that
Mr. Fox’s economic policies
threaten public health and educa-
tion and do nothing to help the
poor. Demands ranged from grea-
ter funding for schools to lower
prices for cooking gas.

“We do not believe in his
speeches, in his pretty words,”
said a 39-year-old Mixtec Indian
teacher. i

“We are going to be 4 thorn in
his side until our pféblems are
solved,” said another teacher.

About 20 masked men and
women carrying pistols and auto-
matic rifles appeared in nearly
Nazareno Etla on Friday night to
say they would continue to fight
against Mexico’s capitalist eco-
nomic system despite the moves
toward dialogue with the Zapatis-
tas.

They said they were members
of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of the People, one of sever-
al’ groups that-have broken off
from the Popular Revolutionary
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v Make-belief moves?

ANY IN the
, Opposition believe
. that the happenings
in Peru of the last
several weeks are part of a
drama carefully scripted by
Lima'’s strongman, Mr. Alberto

-Fujimori.
" At first it was the sight of the

Cresident leading a group of
rack commandos and sniffer
dogs in search of his one time
spymaster, Mr. Vladimiro
Montesinos. Then, even as the
kunt was on, there was a
“rebellion” involving a
disgruntled Colonel and a
handful of his supporters. Was
this a stage-managed diversion
to cover up the failure to track
down Mr. Montesinos, critics of
Mr. Fujimori ask.

If not a planned diversion, the
rebellion portends serious
trouble for Mr. Fujimori who
just managed to get a third term
of office and was forced to say
he was stepping down, in the
face of a scandal involving his
former intelligence chief, some
four years ahead of his term
next July. According to the
present scheme of things,
elections have been called for
April 2001.

For a person who has been in
the centre of things for the last
decade, ruling Peru with an ron
hand and solid determination,
Mr. Fujimori has been in deep
trouble over the last six weeks,
something he has been unahble
to shake off as easily as he i

accustomed to. It all began in
September when his former
spymaster was caught on video
offering a bribe to a
Congressman to support the

President. D - -a/

The allegations all along were
Mr. Fujimori had been using the
intelligence wing to keep a tight
control on the polity, including
the military, the political
opposition and the media; and
even the justice system in Peru.
Official Lima has been denying
all these allegations. The bribery
scandal forced Mr. Fujimori’s
hand to the extent that he
offered to resign next year, call
for elections and not run for
elective office. But the big
question is if Mr. Fujimori will
use the present crisis to hang on
for more time. Supporters of the
President are convinced that he
has pulled the country away
from the brink, especially in his
determination to stamp out the
rebellion involving Leftist
guerillas.

The high-profile drama did
not end with the agreement to
hold elections. Mr. Montesinos
fled to Panama but failed to get
asylum there and after a brief
self-imposed exile returned to
Peru — and vanished. Hence
the “hunt” in which the
President himself got involved.
Sceptics see the manhunt in
different terms. “We have to
think of the most incredible
thing that could happen...
Fujimori knows where he

(meamng Mr. Montesmos) is
and is protecting him,” says the
retired Army General, Mr. Jamie
Salinas. One of the arguments
has been that Mr. Fujimori's
‘hunt’ for his spychief is nothing
more than a sham to convince
his detractors that the break
with Mr. Montesinos is final.

The flip side of this is in the
political implication of a
genuine rebellion — that even
after a shake-up of the top
military brass, Mr. Fujimori is
not in control of this critical
institution. Many in Peru and
elsewhere are not fully
convinced about the shake-up
of the military for the reason
that the old faces have been
retained in different posts.
Among other things, a genuine
rebellion would seem to signal
dissent within the armed forces.

Many in the
Opposition believe
that the happenings
in Peru of the last
several weeks are part
of a drama carefully
scripted by the
President, Mr. Alberto
Fujimori, writes
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI.
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The leader of the military
rebellion sees it differently,
certainly not as a pawn in the
hands of Mr. Fujimori or in any
elaborate scheme that involves
shielding Mr. Montesinos.
According to the mutiny leader,
Lt. Colonel Ollanta Humala, he
and his small band of soldiers
will not lay down arms until Mr.
Fujimori resigned and
Montesinos is arrested. In the
view of Lt. Col. Humala, Mr.
Fujimori was re-elected by fraud
and the top military
commanders are corrupt.

The saving grace for Mr.
Fujimori is that the mutiny
which started off with the rebels
capturing a copper mining town
on the border with Chile is
tapering off. The Government
forces not only rescued an Army
General taken captive but also
“freed” most of Lt. Col.
Humala’s troops, leaving the
young dissident with no more
than a handful to continue.

The political crisis in Lima has
naturally had its fallout on the
economic front as the Fujimori
Government is trying to
convince the international
economic community, including
the International Monetary
Fund, that the political
uncertainty was at best a
temporary phenomenon. Lima
has been urging the IMF to
continue supporting Peru with
funds and not cut off loans in !
view of the ongoing crisis.

But the last six weeks has
already taken a toll, economic
analysts and forecasters are
maintaining. The scandal, call
for elections, and the military
rebellion in southern Peru have
given investors enough
apprehension that Mr. Fujimori
is not in control. To top it all,
Lima has revised the 2001
growth forecast from an
estimated 4 per cent to between
3 and 3.5 per cent.

The rapid pace of political
developments in Peru has an
ongoing interest in the United
States. The Clinton
administration which has been
quite wary of what has been
taking place in Lima since the
last election has had essentially
two things to say. First, the
outward relief that Mr. Fujimori
is in control and has the loyalty
of the armed forces. Second, is
the expectation that he will stick
to the OAS-backed reform
process that will eventually lead
to free and fair elections. ‘“What
we are mostly concerned about
is seeing a transition, a
democratic transition, to
another round of elections; that
those elections be free and fair,”
the White House remarked.




" Bitter champagne

WHAT MAY have hastened President Alberto Fujimori’s

| departure was the indignation felt by the Peruvians about the

way he announced his resignation in Japan. It was a feeling of
outrage which prompted the Congress to turn it down and,
instead, choose to oust him from power, declaring him morally
unfit for office. The change of fortune has been abrupt for, till
early this year, the pliant Congressmen had never thought
Hthey could touch the country’s imperial presidency. It was
Mr Fujimori’s arrogance and his ‘pizza and champagne’ style
politics which earned him the sobriquet of ‘Emperor’. In 1990,
Peruvians had voted him to power not because he had some-
thing radically different to offer, but because of their belief
that Japan would underwrite Peru if it was run by a ‘chino’.
It was also a result of the Peruvians' disillusionm
traditional leaders. WA '

To be fair to Mr Fujimori, his ecornotnic reforms st

rw’s downhill drift and his containment of Maoist gukrrilla
/gieolence made him immensely popular. The people put upg with
his populist policies and autocratic style as also his bitter pub-
lic rows with his wife Susana Higuchi. Despite suspending the |
Constitution and dissolving Parliament in 1992, and his brutal
police operations, Peruvians returned him to power yet again
in 1995. By that time, however, he had begun to lose much of
his sheen and should have retired from public life. Instead,
he manipulated the system and got himself elected for the
third time. Today, Peru seems to have returned to square
one. The economy is in ruins and the people have lost hope.
Their current hero is Alejandro Toledo who forced Fujimori
into a second round and then boycotted the final ballot
after accusing him of fraud.

Valentin Paniagua, the new interim President, has done well
to appoint former UN Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar as
the new Prime Minister. No one pethaps expected Mr Fujimori
to retire in such disgrace. But his tragedy may prove to be
Peru’s hour of triumph. Latin America has changed over the
years. While a democratic renaissance has swept across the
continent, people are no more tolerant of institutionalised cor-
ruption. A few years ago, Brazilian President Fernando Collor |.
de Mello was impeached. Mexico too has shed its one-party
rule. The Peruvian example will go a long way in further con-

solidating Latin America’s democratic gains.
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R. ALBERTO

Fujimori could hive

planned it better

except that time
was not on his side. And whe
push came to shove the one-
time strongman of Peru, who
ruled the country for ten years
with an iron fist, did what all
dictators do when the endgame
is in sight — he fled. Mr.

Fujimori he went to his )

ancestral home in Japan where
he still has roots and then
pretended that somehow he
was ‘‘stepping down''.

Mr. Fujimori thought that
there was a graceful exit after
faxing his resignation from his
hotel room in Japan. But
lawmakers back home sacked
him instead. The language of
the “sacking” on moral
grounds was such that it
perhaps rules out any future re-
entry into politics.

That Mr. Fujimori could have
spared Japan and its
beleaguered leaders one more
anxiety is a different matter. Or
perhaps he felt Tokyo “owed”
him for the successful
operation against Tupac Amaru
rebels involved in a hostage
situation in Lima at the
Japanese Ambassador’s
residence in 1997. Japan’s
leaders will be in a bind if Peru
decides to demand the handing
over of Mr. Fujimori to answer
some questions — his
diplomatic passport runs out in
March 2001. The former
President, whose parents
emigrated from Japan to Peru
in the 1930s, still has family in
Japan. Aside from a son living
there, Mr. Fujimori’s brother-
in-law is Peru’s Ambassador to
Japan.

Whether all these
connections will be enought to
get him off the hook remains to
be seen. Mr. Fujimori has
denied that he had anything to
do with a suspected §$ 54-
million laundered cash scandal
involving his former
intelligence chief, Mr. Vladimiro
Meontesinos. The big question is
whether Japan will be giving
political asylum to Mr. Fujimori
under one pretext or another
but not exactly terming it that
way.

But clearly the focus in Peru,
the continent and elsewhere is
on the future.The high drama
and the theatrics that went on
for some weeks with Mr.
Fujimori in battle fatigues
“looking for" his former
spymaster also faded into
insigniticance.

Few really took at face value
Mr. Fujimori's promise of fresh

Purge in Peru

elections next year and the firm
offer of finally stepping down.
The scandal that basically
boiled down to Mr. Montesinos
being caught on videotape
trying to bribe a Member of
Congress could not be
contained in spite of all the
smartness of the ex-President.
And given that he had
manoeuvred a third five-year
term, there were enough
apprehensions about Mr.
Fujimori’s political
pronouncements.

Peru's political landscape is
heading for change and the
consensus is that it is starting
off in the proper direction. The
64-year-old new President, Mr.
Valentin Paniagua, is a highly
respected person and the
leader of a small centrist Party
who has no personal ambitions.
Mr. Paniagua, who shot into
the limelight after two of Mr.
Fujimori’s Vice-Presidents
backed down, is apparently not
eligible to run in the upcoming
elections.

One of the first smart moves

made by the new President is
the appointment of the former
United Nations Secretary-
General, Mr. Javier Perez de
Cuellar, as the country’s Prime
Minister. Having Mr. de Cuellar
in a prominent position, the
argument goes, will serve the
purpose of sending the correct
message internationally as also
in winning back a measure of
respect internally. Mr. de
Cuellar lost a Presidential
election bid in 1995 running
against Mr. Fujimort.

But a lot of focus will be on
the domestic aspect and on
what Mr. Paniagua will or will
not be able to do. Internally,
there is the expectation that he
will bridge the political divide.
And then there are a whole lot
of institutions crying for
change. For a long time,
detractors of Mr. Fujimori have
been calling for a total revamp
of the court system and for
cutting off the influence of the
military. Above all, there have
been pressures on Lima to
come out with better

When push came to shove, Mr. Fujimori
did what all dictators do — he fled.
SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI on the
change of guard in Peru.

accountability on human rights.

But analysts are also saying
that the trend must be
maintained in the sense that
other personalities who have
little or nothing to do with the
past must be involved in
nation-building.

Overall what is being
emphasised is that given the
current economic and political
situation in Peru what is
needed is a smooth transition
to a fuller scheme of things.

Mr. Fujimori is not without
his supporters. Many believe
that he was instrumental in
turning around Peru which was
literally a shambles following
persistent insurgency. He dealt
with insurgents ruthlessly but
over a period of time the
popularity was wearing off to
the point that Gpposition
lawmakers were openly
guestioning the motives and
the methods.

The transition has all the
credibility it requires, but the
challenges faced by Mr.
Paniagua are by no means
small; and heading the list is
the economy which is said to
be in deep trouble. The new
acting President has said that
he was going to renegotiate the
payment of the $28 billion debt
in a way that would factor in
the “economic and social
capacities”.

Peru’s new President, Mr. Valentin Paniagua, and (inset) his predecessor, Mr. Alberto Fujimori...

change at last.
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WORLD

Pak firing kills 4

LAHORE, Oct. 30. — Four
unidentified men fired on a
prayer meeting of the
banned Ahmadia sect of
Islam in Punjab province,
killing four people and injur-
ing 12. — Reuters

Quit call for Estrada

MANILA, Oct. 30. — Eleven
business groups in
Philippines today demanded
President Joseph Estrada’s
resignation over the gam-
bling payoff scam. — AP

Kyrgyz President

BISHKEK (Kyrgyzstan),
Oct. 30. — The Kyrgyz
President, Mr Askar Akayev,
has been re-elected, winning
74.3 per cent of the votes
polled. — Reuters

Bangla storm row

DHAKA, Oct. 30. — Weather
officials were criticised today
for failing to correctly fore-
cast a weekend cyclonic
storm in which 32 people
reportedly died. — AFP

/Peru army gears
up to face revolt

H\ ’73{\\\(\

LIMA, Oct. 30. — The Peruvian
army mobilised troops in the
country’s far south to suppress a
revolt by a Lt-Col and some 50
soldiers, who took control of a |
copper mine, army sources said.
Leader of the rebel group, Lt-
Col Ollanta Humala Tasso, said
in a statement broadcast by radio
stations that President Alberto |
Fujimori was no longer a legiti-
mate ruler. Calling on other sol-
diers to join his revolt, Lt-Col |
Tasso also denounced Mr
Fujimori’s former secret police

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

chief, Mr Vladimiro Montesinos.

The changes in the top com-
mand of the army, navy and air
force on Saturday had not elimi-
nated Mr Montesino’s influence, the rebel officer said.

An army helicopter and trucks carrying troops left the towns of
Tacna and Arequipa in pursuit of the rebel soldiers, who had
moved on from Toquepala to make for highlands further east.

Alberto Fujimori: challenged

whereabouts of Lt-Col Tasso and his associates. The officer was
known to have left Toquepala with a bus belonging to the copper
mirée company and with three mine employees as hostages, army
said.

Around 100 people gathered in‘two peaceful demonstrations in
the capital to express support for the rebel officer. Lt-Col Tasso,
head of anti-aircraft artillery unit 501, said in his broadcast stgte-

ment that Mr Montesinos should be brought to trW

-
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Military sources said there was no reliable information on the |

e ]

&
a



‘Koq
pio-1eas-9 9Y) JO d3ef Y} 1940
£unuwiwod URIISWY ueqn)

9y} pue UorjeIISTUIWpE §() Y3
ueam19q paounouoid eIoul sem
UoONBIUOLU0I Y} Ing ‘BN Ul

110s,J0 Jem epuefedoad e posos
-8uy 9sed zejezuoy) URIH oY,
‘Paqqe

,Alojsyy aynui,

RPN 3 Rl %
Ma ,,rs,.%-w-rz hod

Sey SUOIJeU 0M} 3Y) UdaMm}dq
Jem [eoLI0J8Yd oY) ‘Quewaiedus
Jo A£d170d s, uojul{) Iijy pue
Tep\ PIO)) 943} JO pue o3 UNM
‘BI9
Apauuay] 9y} JO 8INJUIAPEBSIW
s31d Jo Aeg 9y} pue SIS 9fIs
-sTui ueqny) oyj A[qBiou ‘seuwlny
snotiea e sjutod sISLId 31y
pue ‘pue[sl 8y} U0 $1Sa13jUl G[)
2y} 1940 003 JBY} UOIIN[0AI
ISTUNWTWO,) §,01358) I I M
uedaq 1B} AJTWUS JO SOPeIap
INnoj aARY BQN)) puR yS[) oYl
. 1daooe
ZoadU [TIM BqN) JBYJ, J[OSH
£q 3uryifieas aproap 03 L1y
03 ‘sasn tamodiadns oruowsdoy
B By} 19pio IlBJUN PUB 9AIS
-nge ue 0} PIOYJLIILS 3Q JOUUBD
£yuSreassos Jo apdrounid syj,,
Lpies 043188 I ‘Aepsoupom
uo Jwwng  WNIUUS[[IN
NQ  °yy  Sursseippy
“eqn) UT £5BID0WSP
Jo dduesqge o) Inoqe sey Y9N
8y} WIeou02 9y} oFuBYd J0U pPIp
1 ples [BPYJO 9Y3 ‘SUOTIR{al UL
meyy Wvoa&m:w ST} JI PoYsY
pouz Ud QATIURISANS

-, o

B §€ ST} 9S11930BIEBYD J0U P[NOom
1 'spiom jo a8ueyoxe joliq
e pey Loy, "wiy peyoroirdde

onseg [9p1d N

oIjse) I ‘Youny ay3 9awaj
01 8utaedaid sem juepisaad
Y1 SV, 819109y Pplo} [eId
-1JJO 9SNOF] SNIYM € “I9JuUnodus
9ouURYO 9Y)} SBUIUWLIuo)
‘JuapIsaLd Sf) ue
JO puey 9y} Us¥eys Sey oY Jey}
6S6T ut eqn) utr zamod Y00)
0I5B IJA] 92UIS dWI} 184y 83
sem s1y) ‘sjaadxe opyerwordip
ouwros 0} SUIpIodOE PUY I9YJ0
yoeo 0} usyods sary SIopeI|
8yl ouwll} 181y 9] Sem STY],
‘'sAem umo o) Surod
210J3q ‘SpIom me] e pafuryoxe
pue spuey Yooys ASyJ,
‘juewioul Jaliq B 10] 13971330}
UMOIY} oJI3m SILIBSIDApR
auIn}-3uo] omj) ayy ‘jooys ojoyd
dnoa3 e ur pepua 1eY] SI9pEI|
plIosm 10] uoayaunj v Sulangg
"£epsaupap Uo $110S Jo A101STY
apeu juaplsedd S[) 9yl pue
Jopea] ueqny) ayj ‘ Jemodredns
druowra§ey, ® Y8 9Y) paj[ed
oI3se) [opL AN 493je Lep
V — '8 1438 ‘NOLONIHSVM

3J1A43S SMIN NVWSILVLS
WVHNdYNYAVHYNNYIHL NVMISI

"uojul[) pup oaysn)



L

/Y Exit Fumort (o (3&}/

IN RECENT months President Alberto Fujimori,
strongman, found himself in the headlines for all the\wrong
reasons. Ever since he decided to foist himself on the coyntry
as President for the third term by manipulating the voting.‘ésys-
tem, nothing seemed to go right for him. Opposition candidate
Alejandro Toledo created the first tremors when he pulled put
of the elections, hurling accusations of serious voting irregylar-
ities. Unfazed by such charges, Mr Fujimori went about his
business for some time. But the revelations of a bribery scAndal
involving one of his most trusted lieutenants have now forced
him to quit. Peruvians had earlier given considerable gupport
to his flamboyant ‘pizza and champagne’ style of /politics
because of successful economic measures and for cgntaining
the Shining Path guerrilla movement.

However, Mr Fujimori’s methods were too Wigjatorial for
him to remain popular for long. In 1992, he suspended the
Constitution and dissolved Parliament — an act which came to
be known as the ‘self-coup’. And yet, he retained some amount
of public support by transforming Peru from a country known
for economic mismanagement and Maoist guerrilla violence to
one of the few economic success stories of Latin America.
However, he built a political system which eventually ran out of
steam. Economic success and the fading rebel threat provided
no justification for his disregard for democratic norms.
However, Mr Fujimori’s tragedy may prove to be Peru’s tri-
umph. Peruvians are seemingly keen to make democracy work.
Today, Latin America is fully democratic. From Mexico to
Chile civilians are in power. Even the banana republics of
Central America have shed their autocracies.

One reason for Mr Fujimori’s departure is the pressure kept
on him by the Organisation of American States on the matter
of resignation after international and regional monitors com-
plained that the May 28 election did not meet even the mini-
mum standards of fairness. Only two Latin American heads of
State attended Mr Fujimori’s inauguration. His autocratic style
was seen by most observers as a throwback to the Latin
American dictatorships of the Sixties and Seventies. The better
part of Mr Fujimori’s legacy, however, need not be under-
mined. Peruvians must ensure that there is no return to the
dark night of terrorism. It can be said with some degree of
certainty that Mr Fujimori’s resignation is another step in |
strengthening Latin American democracy.
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o Peru political

LIMA (PERU), SEPT. 19. The whereabouts of Pe-
rw’s intelligence chief grew murkier amid con-
flicting reports of his arrest, deepening the
mystery about the man at the centre of Peru’s
growing political crisis and raising questions
about the government’s stability.

Meanwhile, pressure increased on the Presi-
dent, Mr. Alberto Fujimori, to step down
quickly following his stunning announcement
late Saturday that he would call new elections
— in which he would not be candidate —
amid a bribery scandal involving the spy chief,
Mr. Vladimiro Montesinos.

In front of 10,000 cheering supporters in a
downtown Lima plaza, the Opposition leader,
Mr. Alejandro Toledo, called on Monday for
the immediate formation of an emergency
government and the arrest of Mr. Montesinos.

“There cannot be a healthy democracy in
Peru with Montesinos free,” Mr. Toledo told
the crowd. Between choruses of The dictator-
ship will fall,” he demanded that new elec-
tions promised by Mr. Fujimori be held within
four months — not the six to eight months top
government officials have suggested.

Dozens of protesters, including Opposition
legislators, formed outside the offices of Mon-
tesinos’ National Intelligence Service in Lima,
demanding his arrest. They scuffled briefly
with police after they tried to push their way
into the military complex. But overall, Peru’s
barracks and streets remained calm.

The Justice Minister, Mr. Alberto Busta-
mante, on Monday denied local news reports
that Mr. Montesinos had been cletained, say-
ing the military was not holding the elusive
spy chief, who for a decade has helped Mr.

cri

sSis worsens

A man wearing a mask depicting Peru’s intelligence chief, Mr. Viadimiro Montesinos,
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stands In a cage during a demonstration as another holds a Peruvian flag outside the
Las Palmas Air Force base, headquarters for the National Intelligence Service, in
Lima, Peru on Monday. — AP

Fujimori run roughshod over Peru’s demo-
cratic institutions.

Peru was thrown into political turmoil last
week after the release of a videotape allegedly
showing Mr. Montesinos bribing an Opposi-
tion lawmaker to support Mr. Fujimori.

The video was widely perceived as powerful
evidence that Mr. Fujimori and Mr. Montesi-
nos had pressured or bribed Opposition legis-
lators to join his party’s bloc following May's
vote in which Mr. Fujimori was re-elected but
lost his majority in congress. — AP
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LIMA, Sept. 20. — The
Peruvian President, Mr Alberto
Fujimori, made a public
appearance late yesterday, dis-
pelling rumours that he had
lost control of the government
after announcing three days
ago that he would cut his term
short, call early elections, and
refrain from running for office.

The embattled President
announced he would remain in
power till 28 July next year.
“The announcement of early
elections does not mean I am
resigning immediately,” Mr
Fujimori said at the govern-
ment palace. He denied the
armed forces were putting
pressure on him to push for-

ward the elections.

“There is no power vacuum.
There is stability, tranquility
and freedom of assembly and
speech in the country,”
Mr Fujimori said.

The President has faced a
hurricane of criticism from
around the world ever since he
was elected to a third term in
office in May, in a round of bal-
loting widely seen zx tainted.

The attacks peaked when a
video tape showed Mr Vladi-
miro Montesine: head of
Peru’s secret police, giving a
$15,000 bribe to ar Opposition
legislator to cross over to the
Fujimori faction.

The broadcast last Thursday
sparked a controversy that
resulted in Mr Fujimori whit-

P’m still in control of /
govt, Says Fujimori - "

Mr Alberto Fujimori

tling his five-year term down to
12 months, and the announce-
ment that the national intelli-
gence service would be disman-
tled. '
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NLY THE
extraordinarily \naive
would have thoyght
that Peru’s
strongman, Mr. Alberto G
Fujimori, would cave in to the¢
threats of the Opposition and

h with his third
not go through with his thir o Mk"

Vaan
.,}f

term inauguration; or in the
aftermath of the violence that
left six dead would go running
‘or cover.

Unfazed by the violence and
accusations from the
Opposition and mild protests
from within the hemisphere,
Mr. Fujimori went about his
business. He brought in a new
Cabinet, threw his weight
behind his intelligence servict
and did what he normally does
— blame the Opposition for the
violence, deaths and instability.

“Peru has been shaken for
months by this group wreaking
irrational destruction and
violence in the streets and
carrying out an international
campaign to undermine and
destabilise their country,” Mr
Fujimori charged, making the
point that the “pseudo-
leadership” of the Opposition
can “only guarantee chaos and
violence”.

But the World Bank
economist turned Opposition
leader, Mr. Alejandro Toledo,
was quick to blame the
Government for the violence.
“Lima was a battlefield but
they were fighting people who
had nothing. Fujimori hid
behind his tanks and guns
because he doesn’t have the
people’s support,” Mr. Toledo
charged.

Saying that he was cheated in
the April elections, Mr. Toledo
pulled out of the run-off in
May; and the Opposition in
Peru has since charged that the
Government used large-scale
intimidation to force several
members of Congress to switch
loyalties so that Mr. Fujimori
could have a working majority
in Parliament.

The latest standoff — if one
may call it that — came as a
result of last week’s violence
that saw a Government
building housing a national
bank set ablaze killing six
security guards trapped inside.
Mr. Toledo maintains that the
intelligence arm led by the
feared Mr. Vladimiro
Montesinos placed at least 100
agents in the crowd of
thousands to foment trouble.

Political analysts have said
that the latest demonstrations
against Mr. Fujimori have beern

]1mor1 unmoved

Unfazed by the violence and the accusations
from the Opposition, Peru’s President, Mr.
Alberto Fujimori, goes about his business

%r a third term.

SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI
takes a look.

the largest since the 1990s. And
at the same time the response
by the Government has also
been along similar lines. A
decade ago Mr. Fujimori
unleashed a campaign of terror
against the Maoist Shining Path
guerrillas. This time around, it
is the Opposition. What this
means, analysts say, is that
everytime Mr. Fujimori has his
back to the wall, he turns
around and presents himself as
the “symbol” of stability. In
fact, the Government in Lima
has been doing just that now
and with remarkable success.

The Opposition in Peru has a
problem: despite having one of
the worst human rights records,
Mr. Fujlimori is popular. In the
1990s he successfully fought the
Shining Path; he pulled Peru
out of a near civil war; and has

Peru’s President, Mr. Alberto Fujimori...

had success in setting the
economic house in order. The
reach of the intelligence and
the military arms may be
frightening, but Mr. Fujimori
has used them effectively to
come to grips with the
narcotics and illegal cocaine
trade.

The last reason is perhaps
one of the most compelling
ones for the Clinton
administration to go soft on
Mr. Fujimori. After the
Presidential election of April
and the runoff in May,
Washington made all the usual
and expected noises on
democracy, violence and the
rule of law. But the turnabout
was also quick and not
surprising to say the least. The
noise was also there from the
Organisation of American

tough stance.

States, but has subsided over a
period of time. Now there is
the feeling that whatever
“negotiations’ are going to take
place between Mr. Fujimori
and the OAS, it is largely going
to be on the former’s terms.

In the face of the latest
violence, the Clinton
administration has been careful
in its choice of words. On the
one hand it has expressed
regret at the loss of lives and
condemned the violence saying
that it has no place in a
democratic process. On the
other, Washington has
expressed disappointment that
Mr. Fujimori made no specific
promises of reform in the areas
of human rights and the
judiciary in his inaugural
speech.

The expectation had been
that the Peruvian strongman
would use the occasion of his
controversial third term
inaugural to spy something
about the kind of polmcal
dialogue that will be in place.
Instead Mr. Fujimori focussed a
large part of his speech on the
economy; and here too was
quite short on specifics. Critics
are saying that the President’s
addressed looked more like an
election speech, not an
inaugural address.

it is highly unlikely that Mr.
Fujimori is losing much sleep
over what the Clinton
administration or the OAS has
said. In fact, all indications
from Lima point to a
toughening of a stand,
internally and from a political
and law and order point of
view.

Supporters of Mr. Fujimori
are squarely blaming the
Opposition for the unrest and
deaths and the Head of the
Government's Judicial Reform
Commission has been quoted
as saying that Mr. Toledo could
face charges.

From a propaganda point of
view, Mr. Fujimori could not
have had it better. Television
footage in Lima apparently
constantly shows burning
buildings against the
background of funeral music
for the slain security guards.
With much of the media under
Government control — or
manipulated by it — this is the
kind of scene that Mr. Fujimori
and his officials would want the
people to witness.

The bottomline message: the
Opposition on the rampage and *
the Government trying to stem
the rot.
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Nt Change m Mexico

o
THENVICTORY of Vicente Fox of the Right-&centre
National Action Party (PAN), over Francisco Labastida of the
ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) in the
Presidential elections marks the end of an era in Mexican poli-
tics. The country, which experienced the first revolution of the |
20th century even preceding the Bolshevik upheaval, was being |
run all these years as a centralised single party state dominated
by the figure of the President. The outgoing President even had
the power to anoint his successor whose main job was to protect
his predecessor from prosecution. The main obstacle to a gen-
uine democracy was the PRI which governed the country for
the last seven decades, blurring the difference between the
party and the state. But now a dramatic change has taken
place and the country can finally be said to have become a
multi-party democracy.

The transformation may have come because this year’s elec-
tion was by far the cleanest in history. The PRI machine, which
virtually stole the 1988 election from Cuauhtemoc Cardenas
and demonstrated its strength again in 1994 that brought
Ernesto Zedillo to power, failed to manipulate the system this
time. Ever since Mexico joined the US-led North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994, the hold of the ruling
party has weakened. Today, as many as 11 states within Mexico
(out of 30) have opposition governments. It is worth noting in
this context that Latin America’s democratic advance since the
Eighties has been quite impressive. Incumbent administrations
have yielded office to elected opponents in countries as diverse
as Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Uruguay and the Dominican
Republic, in some cases for the first time.

A remarkable feature of Latin America’s democratic renais-
sance is the failure of nearly all coup attempts in recent years to
overthrow civilian governments. The region has also changed
from being regarded as the fuse of a debt bomb to being a pow-
erful magnet for global capital. The advent of genuine democ-
racy in Mexico will further consolidate the continent’s democ-
rati: achievements, There is of course no single model. If Peru’s
Albzrto Fujimori is suspected of manipulating the electoral
system and if Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez is seemingly
alwuys winning, it is due largely to Latin America’s reckless flir-
tations with populism and relative lack of experience with
democratic norms.
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MEXICo brTY, JuLy 3 The candidate
ofthe O Sp sition National Action
Party, Mr. Yicente Fox, on Mon-
day wen Nexico's presidential
elections in' a stunning victory
that ended the ruling party's 71-
year hold on the presidency.

The victory in Sunday’s vote

The presideptial candidate of
Mexico’s Opposition National
Action Party, Mr. Vicente Fox,
flashes the victory sign after
winning the election, in Mexico
City on Monday. — AP

was «Jmost unthinkable for many
in Mexico, where the ruling Insti-
tutioaal Revolutionary Party (PRI
in local parlance), has been syn-
onymous with the Government —
and even the nation itself — to
millions of supporters and detrac-
tors alike.

W th 22 per cent of the official
courtt tallied, Mr. Fox had 47 per

Og)pvositionwéains in
» Mexican pol

Cotno)
wle -

cent, the PRI’s Mr. Francisco La-

bastia had 32 per cent and the

Leftist candidate, Mr. Cuauhte-
moc Cardenas, had 16 per cent.

Official projections of the final
count also showed Mr. Fox the
winner. The results herald enor-
mous political and social changes
for a country where nobody alive
had ever seen a governing party
lose a presidential election.

Mr. Fox assured Mexicans there
would be a calm transition.
“From today forward, we need to
unite. We have to work together
to make Mexico the great country
we have all dreamed of,” he said.
He called yesterday a ‘‘historic
day for the country”.

The President, Mr. Ernesto Ze-
dillo, said election officials’ pre-
liminary results “are sufficient
and trustworthy enough to say
that the next President of the re-
public will be Vicente Fox.”

Moments later, ruling-party
candidate Mr Labastida effective-

ly conceded defeat, saying: “The .

citizens have made a decision
that we should respect, and I'll set
the example myself.”

Victory celebrations broke out
at PAN headquarters immediately
following the release of the poll
results, while silence reigned at
PRI headquarters. The PRI has
been Mexico’s ruling party with-
out interruption since it was
founded in 1929, making Mexico
the oldest one-party Government
in the world. PAN also swept the
simultaneous regional elections,
according to reports.— AP, DPA
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HAVANA, JULY 6. Theé Cuban Presi-

dent, Mr. Fidel Castro, yesterday
i led a patriotic homage to the fa-
ther of shipwreck survivor Elian
Gonzalez, saying the 6-year-old
boy’s return last week was the
«most emotional moment of his
revolutionary life.

In a ceremony honouring Mr.
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, Mr. Castro
compared the custody saga with
other decisive moments in his po-
litical life such as the 1959 Cuban
Revolution and the 1961 defeat of
a U.S.-backed invasion at the Bay
of Pigs.

“In none of those occasions
during our struggles did 1 experi-
ence such intense emotion as
when, upon the opening of the
doors of the small plane that
brought them from the United
States...I saw emerge...the figures
of Juan Miguel and Elian,” the 73-
year-old Cuban leader said in a
speech.

“A small boy and a humble Cu-
whom few people

knew just a few months ago, were
returning transformed into giant
* moral symbols of our fatherland.
" At that moment, ! thought how
great is our people, how invinci-
ble a just idea.”” Mr. Castro, who
stood beside Gonzalez as he
spoke to a 5,000- strong gathering
at Havana's Karl Marx Theatre,
was giving his first public speech
since last week’s end of the bitter

and highly- politicised, 7-month
battle over Elian.

Meanwhile, a shy but joyful
Elian was seen riding his bicycle
in his hometown and splashing in
a pool at a nearby resort as state
television aired some of the first
images of the boy since his return
to Cuba a week ago.

With soft music playing in the
background, last night’s video
clips chronicled part of the sur-
prise visit Elian and his family
made on Tuesday afternoon to
Cardenas, where the child was
born and raised. On the streets of
the small port city, scores of resi-
dents cheered as a bus carrying
the family drove by.

The 6-year-old was shown curi-
ously rummaging through his
clothes and toys at the homes of
his paternal and maternal grand-
parents. He looked thrilled to find
a pair of inline skates, which he
tried on over his bare feet and
skated a bit down a hallway.

At his school, Elian was greeted
by his classmates, and a teacher
lecaned down to show him pic-
tures and something written in a
book.

The clips were shown shortly
before Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez
received one of Cuba’s top civil-
ian awards for his “heroic beha-
viour” during his fight to bring his
son Elian back to Cuba. — Reu-
ters, AP

+ GCastro hvnours Elian’s father

The Cuban President, Mr. Fidel Castro (right), speaks below a
billboard of Elian Gonzalez, as Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez (centre)
and Cuba’s National Assembly President, Mr. Ricardo Alarcon de

Quezada, stand by, in Havana on Wednesday. — Reuters
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A SHY but joyful Elian Gonzalez
was seen riding his bicycle in his
hometown and splashing in a pool
at a nearby resort as state televi-
sion aired some of the first images
of the boy since his return to Cuba
a week ago.

With soft music playing in the
background, last night’s video clips
chronicled part of the surprise visit
Elian and his family made on
Tuesday afternoon to Cardenas,
where the child was born and
raised. On the streets of the small

port city, scores of residents

cheered as a bus carrying the fami-
ly drove by.The six-year-old was
shown curiously rummaging
through his clothes and toys at the
homes of his paternal and mater-

e

looked
hrilled to find a pair of inline
kates, which he tried on over his
are feet and skated a bit down a
hallway at his school. Elian was
greeted by his classmates, and a
teacher leaned down to show him
pictures and something written in a
book.The clips were shown shortly
before Elian’s father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, received one of Cuba’s
top civilian awards for his “heroic
behaviour” during his fight to
bring his son back to Cuba.
Gonzalez had tears in his eyes
when Cuban President Fidel
Castro pinned the Carlos Manuel
de Cespedes medal to his dark suit
after a two hour ceremony at the

Karl Marx Theatre.
The ceremony was attended by
about 5,000 people. (AP)
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Miami, June 2: Cuban castaway
Elian Gonzalez, at the centre of a

looked set to stay in the United
States for at least three more
weeks after a court ruled on Thurs-
day he was not entitled to a politi-
cal asylum hearing.

The wrangle over the 6-year-old

legal proceedings after the ruling
by the 11th’ US circuit court of
appeals in Atlanta.

The court’s verdict dealt what
could be a definitive blow to
efforts by Elian's passionately
anti-communist Miamt relatives to
prevent his father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, from taking him home
to communist-ruled Cuba.

Attorney-General Janet Reno
said that if the relatives did not
take any legal steps within 14
days, Elian and his father could
return to Cuba a week later.

“Elian remains in his father’s
care but he and his family will not
immediately depart the United
States. The injunction put in place
by the 11th circuit will remain in
effect until the court’s mandate in
this case is issued,” she told a
press conference.

Elian has been the focus of a tug-
of-war since he pitched up in
Florida last November after a ship-
wreck in which his mother and 10
other would-be migrants drowned.

He was sheltered by his great-
uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, and other
Miami relatives until April 22,
when federal agents raided their
house and seized him at gunpoint
to reunite him with his father, who
had flown from Cuba. For the last
five weeks, he has lived with his
father, his step-mother, half-broth-
er and playmates in the Washing-
ton DC area. (Reuters)

Elian {o stay

politically-charged legal battle,”

boy appeared headed for further’

MissING ELIAN: Marisleysis Gonzalez, Elian Gonzalez’s cousin who acted as his mother during his Miami

stay, speaks to the media as her father Lazaro Gonzalez looks on after the 11th US circuit court of
appeals’ decision was announced in Miami on Thursday. (AP)

Cuba demands return, calls protest

Havana, June 2: Cuban President Fidel Castro’s gov-
ernment, unhappy a US court ruling on Thursday has
not paved the way for an immediate return.of ship-
wreck survivor Elian Gonzalez, announced plans for a
massive protest march on Friday.

The government said half a million Cuban mothers
would march mid-moming on the US diplomatic mis-
sion in Havana to demand the boy's return to his Com-

. munist Caribbean homeland and an end to the six-

month-old custody battle.

“Our people have the right to demand the immediate
liberation and return of all of them to Cuba,” said the
latest of various official statements during the day. It
was referring to Elian, 6, his father and other family
members, who are currently living in Washington.

“We will not cross our arms in the face gf the pro-
longation of the injustice and the crime. We'Wwill dou-
ble our fight to show the world our repudiation and
our protest,” added the Cuban statement, read on state
TV in Mr Castro’s presence.

Havana has acknowledged the thrust.of the Atlanta
tribunal’s lengthy ruling — that the POy is not entitled
to a political asylum hearing strengthens its
demand for Elian’s return Jaccgrfling to the will of his
Cuban father. But the Castto gbvernment has objected
strongly to some “worryirg elements” in the ruling
that it calls “concessions to the Mafia” — Havana’s
term for anti-communist Cuban American groups
fighting for Elian to stay in the United States.
(Reuters)
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ERU MAY b%.eaded fora

third round ot*high drama

— just maybe. After mak-

ing a lat of noise in the
first round of the presidential
election and pulling out of the
run-off at the last minute, the
main Opposition leader, Mr. Ale-
jandro Toledo, is threatening to
fill the streets with at least four
million demonstrators in the run-
up to the swearing in of Mr. Alber-
to Fujimori on July 28.

But even if it is a controversial
third term for him, the strongman
of Peru is not going to lose sleep
over Mr. Toledo’s threat. In fact,
for all the noise made in the after-
math of the run-off election, Mr.
Fujimori hardly gave any indica-
tion of getting away from his life-
style just because there was a
semblance of pressure from out-
side. In many ways, things could
not be better for him.

From the beginning Mr. Fuji-
mori has been claiming that his
election as President is valid, in
that the process was transparent
and known long before the ver-
dict had been announced. The
last-minute withdrawal by Mr.
Toledo meant that many either
stayed away from balloting or had
the papers marked invalid. Offi-
cials in Lima and the President
have been saying the electoral
outcame could not be labelled as
a coup by any stretch of imagina-
tion. -

But some campaign strategies
of Mr. Fujimori were suspect as,
for instance, borne out by the
widespread allegations of abuse
of the official media and the free
help of the military, especially its
intelligence arm.

However even critics of Mr. Fu-
jimori have reluctantly conceded
that what Mr. Toledo did — pull-
ing out at the last-minute — was
something erratic and said it was
better to go along with Mr. Fuiji-
mori and apply subtle pressures
for change.

The confirmation of Mr. Fuji-
mori as the third term President
may have been controversial, but
it has been expected all along,
Granted that there were pockets
of opposition which were plainly
disillusioned with the goings-on,
but by and large there was a feel-
ing of the Opposition leaders not
really having been honed in to the
ground realities.

In the aftermath of the run-off
election, Mr. Toledo may have
been successful in pulling major
crowds on the streets of Lima and
neighbourhoods, but the num-
bers could not be sustained.
" Worse, in a country where the
military plays such a strong role,
the game was up when this in-
stitution refused to budge.

Mr. Alberto Fujimori... The
Peruvian strongman has
the last laugh for all his

widely-condemned
reelection.
And all the noise made by the
international community, led

particularly by the United States
and others in Latin America, sud-
denly quietened.

The biggest blow to Mr. Toledo
was riot the sudden switch by the
Clinton administration, which
swung from the extreme position
of condemning the outcome of
the run-off vote to a lukewarm

Mr. Fujimon s thzrd-
term presidential
election may have
been controversial,
but the Opposition

has not been honed in

to the ground
realities. SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
narrates the high
drama in Peru.

posturing. A blistering condem-
nation of Lima by the adminis-
tration would have jeopardised
the cooperation between the two
capitals in combating narcotics
and drugs trafficking.

The real blow to Mr. Toledo
may have come from Peru’s own
backyard, from nations tired of
any meddling by the U.S. in the
hemisphere and their being wor-

A student protester in Lima... Can the Opposttion
sustain its momentum?

" Loser losmg steam

ried about its implications for
themselves.

For all the fuss that was expect-
ed to be made at the Windsor,
Canada meeting of the Organisa-
tion of American States, Ecuador
summed up the feeling when its
Foreign Minister said: “May he

who has a perfect democracy cast

the first stone”.

The bottom line to some in La-

tin America was the fear of their
going overboard in reacting to the

outcome in Lima when their own '

track record was at best dubious.
Mr. Fujimori could not have had
it better.

In fact, Mr. Fujimori himself
took the cue from the post run-off
developments and stressed that
he was going to put in place
mechanisms to further bring
about and strengthen democracy.
And the Organisation of American
States, from where independent
observers refused to oversee the
electoral process, will send a mis-
sion led by the Canadian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Lloyd Axworthy, to
explore ways of “‘bolstering” de-
mocracy.

The spotlight in the next few
days will continue to be on both
Mr, Fujimori and Mr. Toledo, on
the latter in the context of his
threat to flood the streets with
protestors during the swearing-in
ceremonies.

The Opposition leader hopes
that the masses will finally back
his charge of a patently fradulent
election. However, at this point of
time, it is unlikely that protestors
alone will change the evolving
scheme of things.

A shot in the arm for Mr. Fuji-
mori is that the military broke
with tradition and has formally
recognised him as its supreme
commander for another five
years. The politically smart Presi-
dent-elect not only accepted the
military’s recognition but went on
to give a spin to this endorse-
ment: “I consider this recognition
of my position a full expression of
the subordination of the armed
forces and the national police to
civil power.”

The unexpected move by the
armed forces is yet another set-
back to Mr. Toledo and a remind-
er to him and his supporters of
what can be in store for them if
things get out of hand on July 28
or in the preceding days. In en-
dorsing Mr. Fujimori, the military
has not only signed on the Presi-
dent’s political agenda but has
given the unmistakable signal

|
|
|

that it is behind him. So much for

Mr. Toledo’s claim that a segment
of the armed forces is becoming
increasingly discontent with poli-

tics creeping into the institution. !
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USA to ease f66d,

dru
REUTERS gﬂ}[“ Q\\ ’V‘g\é

WASHINGTON, June 27.
e The USA, in 8

| historic shift of

policy, will

How unfet-
| tered sales of
1 food and medi-
cine to Cuba for
E the first time in

40 years under

a compromise
brokered by Republican leaders

in Congress today.

! The legislation marks a sea
change, politically and econom-
ically, in US sanctions imposed
in the early 1960s in hopes of
isolating President Fidel
Castro.

Reached overnight, the agree-
ment could clear the way for
congressional approval of calls
by US farm and business
groups to exempt food and
medicine from unilateral
embargoes. “It’s a good, hard-
fcught agreement,” said a
spokesman for House of

Mr Fidel Gastro

curbs on Cuba

s,
Representatives Speaker Mr
Dennis Hastert.

Cuba would be the major ben-
eficiary, but the legislation
would put into law similar
steps already taken by the
Clinton administration for !
Iran, Libya and Sudan. )

A White House spokesman
said President Bill Clinton did
not oppose “allowing things
like food and medicine to go to
Cuba as long as it is for the
benefit of the people, not the .
benefit of the Castro govern- |
ment”. However, he said the
White House believed the pro-
posal interfered with the
President’s power to conduct
foreign policy.

In a concession to Cuban-
American groups and conserva-
tive lawmakers, the legislation
would prohibit US government
financing to help Cuba buy
American grains, livestock,
animal feed or medicine. The
legislation also would deny
Cuban exports access to the US
market.
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an back where he ‘bhelon

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 29. Forty-one
minutes after the injunction re-
quiring his stay in the U.S. ex-
pired, the chartered jet carrying
Elian Gonzalez, his father Mr.
juan Miguel Gonzalez and step-
mother took off from the Dulles
International Airport to Havana,
Cuba. Minutes later, a second
plane carrying Elian’s friends and
his teacher also took off, bringing
to an end an international custo-
dy battle that saw crass politic-
king on both sides of the Florida
Straits.

The U.S. Supreme Court re-
fused to oblige Elian’s relatives
living in Miami, Florida, who
wanted to take custody of the Cu-
ban boy. Minutes after the Su-
preme Court ruling, Elian and his
entourage living in an affluent
section of Washington D.C. got
ready to go home, and in the
minds of many, to where he really
betlonged. In a brief statement,
Elian’s father said he was ex-
tremely happy to go home. He
thanked the American people and
the Government for their support
and said his stay in this country
had allowed him to meet “beauti-
ful and intelligent” people.

The month of June was no-
good for Elian’s Miami relatives. A
Federal Appeals Court only rein-
forced an injunction requiring the
Gonzalez family to stay put in the
U.S. until the courts settled the
matter. The real blow came not
from the Supreme Court but from
the Federal Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Atlanta. A 12-judge panel
last week unanimously rejected
the asylum appeal and said it
would not entertain any more
petitions. Since the Supreme
Court did not act on the issue, the
stay order expired on Wednesday
at 4 pm. Legal analysts have long
maintained that the Miami rela-
tives were skating on thin ice in
moving the Supreme Court as the
odds were stacked against them.
The apex court hears only about
one per cent of what has been dis-
posed of at the Appeals Court lev-

ELIAN / GRIEF GRIPS RELATIVES IN MIAMI

ADIEU TO THE U.S.: Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez and his son, Elian,

wave as they board their plane at the Dulles International Airport
on Wednesday. — AP

el. Also, the Government did not
request the Supreme Court to re-
view the constitutionality of a
particular law because of the con-
flict of opinion in the lower
courts.

The Clinton administration has
expressed relief at the outcome
and with good reason. From the
beginning, it has backed the Im-
migration and Naturalisation Ser-
vice on the Elian case. The
Attorney-General, Ms. Janet Reno
appeared to go out of her way to
settle the case amicably without
having to resort to the use of
force. Only when all options ap-
peared closed, did Federal Mar-

shals storm the residence of the
Miami relatives on April 22 to “'se-
cure” Elian and return him to his
father.

Many believe that the FElian
case would not have dragged on
so long it it had not involved Cuba
and a 50-year obsession with its
President, Mr. Fidel Castro. Poli-
ticking took centre-stage with the
Cuban-American community, na-
tional and local politicians deter-
mined to keep Elian away from
“communist” Cuba and Havana
whipped up the anti-American
hysteria conveniently using Elian
Gonzalez as the rallying point.

The streets of Miami were quiet

with grief that things had not
gone as expected. But paolitically,
there will be a price to pay. It re-
mains to be seen how much the
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gore,
stands to lose electorally. Mr.
Gore had broken ranks with the
Clinton administration to argue

that the Elian case must be settled
in the family courts.

Low-key affair
AFP reports from Havana:

Hundreds of Elian’s erstwhile
classmates from his hometown of
Cardenas waved Cuban flags and
chanted his name as the private
lear jet' which brought the young
boy and his family from Washing-
ton yesterday taxied to a halt at
Havana's Jose Marti airport.

Relatives poured onto the tar-
mac and took turns hugging the
boy in emotional scenes that were
carried live on Cuban television
as a band played the national an-
them. But as expected, the public
celebrations were short-lived with
Elian, his father Juan Miguel, wife
Nersy, and their infant son Hian-
ny quickly climbing into a white
Lada and speeding off at the head
of a convoy of cars and buses.

The family was taken to an un-
disclosed location for a reunion
with other family members before
settling into a complex in a Hava-
na neighbourhood for a so-called
adjustment period. according to
Cuban authorities. There the
young boy will be shielded from
the glare of the international
spotlight while he concentrates
on his studies, according to a plan
mapped out by Cuban officials in
consultation with Elian’s father.

In marked contrast to the huge
orchestrated rallies held in Hava-
na and other Cuban cities during
the bitter international custody
battle, Elian’s homecoming was
subduad and low-key. Cuban offi-
cials urged people to celebrate his
return “in their own homes or
with neighbours without taking to
the streets on a wave of enthusi-
asm,” which would not be appro-
priate at this time, they said.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, June 29, —
Elian Gonzalez flew home to
Havana yesterday, five hours
after the USA's top court refu-
sed to hear an appeal by the
Miami relatives that would
have kept him here.

The 6-year-old boarded a char-
tered plane with his family and
a group of Cuban classmates
after the court-stipulated stay
on his exit expired at 4 p.m.

The apex court’s move trig-
gered sorrow and anger in
Miami’s Little Havana neigh-
bourhood, where Elian spent
five months since November.
The relatives wept in disap-
pointment; Cuban immigrants
gathered outside their house
and vented anger at the media.
One TV cameraman was hit in
the head with a chair.

The press conference by the
relatives’ lawyers was not
attended by Elian’s great-uncle
Lazaro and his daughter Mari-
sleysis, said to have acted sur-
rogate mother to the boy.

Elian was met at Havana air-
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Elian gets a kiss from his grandfather on arrival at the Jose Marti Airport in

Havana on Wednesday. — AP] PTi

port by weeping relatives,
including four grandparents
and hordes of children from his
school, all waving Cuban flags,
Mr Fidel Castro was absent.

-
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After hugging his great-
grandmother and greeting his
friends, Elian drove off with his
family to an undisclosed loca-
tion.




~Coup bid

“foiled in
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ASUNCION, May 19. — Forces
loval to a fugitive coup leader
tried to topple the Paraguayan
government, driving tanks
through the centre of the.capi-
ta: and blasting a hole in the
' Congress building before being
' persuaded to lay down their
arms and be arrested, the gov-
ernment said. _
The rebels took control of the
barracks at 7 p.m. yesterday
but the revolt was over by 2. 30
a.ni. today.

The situation is now under
control. We will relentlessly
apply the law to all those who
have viclated the Constitution,
President Luis Gonzalez
Macchi told a local television
chaanel before dawn.

Retired colonels and low-rank-
ing officers who support former
coup-plotter Gen. Lino Oviedo,
seized control of the army’s
biggest armoured unit, helped
by guards at the base on the
city outskirts, defence minister
Mr Nelson Argana said.

For the third time in four
years, Paraguay’s weak democ-
racy has been threatened with
& relapse into military rule.
Each time Gen. Oviedo, a for-
mer army chief, has been at the

REUTERS

aguay

centre of events and each time
USA, Brazil and Argentina
have exerted pressure to en-
sure that democracy survives.
“This is just the beginning.
We have the constitutional
right to rebel against tyranny,”
Col.(retd.) Vladimiro Woronie-
cki, a known Oviedo supporter,
said as he was led away under
arrest after the revolt ended.
-An anonymous rebel officer
had read a communique over
the radio calling for Mr Gonza-
lez Macchi to step down to
allow an immediate presiden-
tial election.
. Security forces arrested a
lawyer, a congressman, five
retired officers and at least 25
soldiers. The head of the police,
Mr Casto Guillen, was fired.
The Congress speaker, Mr
Juan Carlos Galaverna, said
documents found on the rebels
showed that they had planned
to kill him and the President.
Mr Gonzalez Macchi, former
Senate chief, took over as
President last year after Mr

Raul Cubas resigned after a

week of violence following the
assassination of vice-president
Mr Luis Maria Argana.

The USA and Paraguay’s
larger neighbours have con-
demned the revolt.

THE STATESMAN
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Cuban boy must be serit”

back: US Attorney General

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
- o

WAQHINGTON, MARCH 31 -

Q,t S Attorney General Janet
" Reno insisted on Friday that six-
year-old shipwreck survivor Elian
Gonzalez must be returned to
Cuba and said Law Enforcement
* authorities in Florida should coop-
erate with the decision.

As tension mounted in Miami,

where Elian’s relatives are deter-

mined to keep him in the United
States, Reno’s comments lent
weight to US threats to revoke his

temporary residency and expel him’

to Cuba. On Thursday, Florida
Govemor Jeb Bushwarned that his
State would not cooperate in re-
moving Elian from his Miami
. home and the Mayor of Miami-
Dade county, Alex Penelas, said
Reno and US President Bill Clin-
:ton would be held responsible for
I any violence that follows the deci-
sion to revoke the boy’s residency.
Thousands of Cuban-Ameri-
' canspoured ontothe streets off little
Havana late Thursday in a show of
solidarity with the Miami family
seeking to keep the boy in the
United States. More demonstra-

tions are expected.

Reno said she ¢ d Law
Enforcement authoritie§ to¢ooper-
atein any move to return the boy,
and that the matter would be re-
solved within the law and in the ab-
sence of violence. “This case has
been heartbreaking for everybody
involved,” Reno added. “But we
believe that the law is clear: the fa-
ther must speak for the little boy be-
cause the sacred bond between par-
ent and child must be recognised
and honored, and Elian should be
reunited with his father.”

Elian’s father wants his son -
who survived a migrant smuggling
voyage to the US in which his
mother died - back in Cuba, but

~ Cuban exiles back the boy’s Miami

relatives who are under pressure to
give him up if they lose a court ap-
peal for Elian to be given political
asylum. The four-month custody
battle revolves around whether the
boy should gréw up with his father
in Castro’s Communist Cuba or
with his relativesin the US. A lawyer
for the father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez
has started the process of securing a
visa for him and other family mem-
bers to try towiti custody. '

INDIAN EXPRESS
= {1 APR2(
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All this hoo&ﬂ/ \ﬁls

very little to do with
Elian Gonzalez’s well-
being or his future
and more to do with
a 50-year-old
obsession with Mr.
Fidel Castro.
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
on the Cuban
castaway’s case.

HEN ELIAN
Gonzalez grows up
to be a young man
and looks back on
when he was six years old he
will have some difficulty figuring
out which was worse: the
trauma of the shipwreck in the
Atlantic or being dragged
through the political mud in the
streets of Florida. But over time
the young Cuban will
understand that all this hoopla
has very little to do with his well
being or his future, and more to
do with a 50-year-old obsession
with someone called Mr. Fidel
| Castro.
| Talk about third-rate politics
| played out in an election year in
| the United States: Elian would
have hardly made one or two
lines in major newspapers if he
had been from any country
i other than Cuba. But with the
| rightist anti-Castro elements in
full strength in Florida and the
politicians, national and local,
out to score a few cheap points
keeping in mind the vote bank,
the ingredients for high drama
are all well laid out. Or is it a
circus?

Elian is nothing but a pawn in
a big game that involves not just
| nations but also political forces
| that dot the landscape of the
I U.S. The Clinton administration,
as perceived in many quarters,
made the correct decision to re-
unite Elian with his father in
Havana; the Castro Government
saw this as a political windfall to
get even with the anti-regime
Cubans who have fled the
country and are now well settled
in Florida; and the Cuban exiles
delare that they will go the last
mile to prevent Elian from
either being re-united with his
father or heading back to Castro
land.

That the anti-Castro forces
were willing to go to any extent
to prevent re-union is evident
from their insistence that the
six-year-old go through a

Political pawn

i

Cuban exiles in Miami stage a demonstration to press their deménd that Elian Gonzalez
remain in the U.S.

psychological evaluation — that
is on the relationship between
him and his father who has
remarried and has a second son.
The sickening part of this
ongoing drama is that a truly
bizzare environment has been
created around Elian, something
he hardly understands.

It is not just the anti-Castro
exiles in Florida who have
whipped up this frenzied
atmosphere where people have
gone on radio talk shows
threatening the President and
the Attorney-General with dire
consequences if Elian is handed
over to his father and taken
back to Cuba. Much of the
blame should also be laid at the
doorsteps of politicians, national
and local, who have shown one
more time the extent to which
they will stoop to get a vote.

1t is hardly comforting that
Elian has so many prominent
personalities lined up behind
him with the only “villians”
being the President, the
Attorney-General and the
Immigration and Naturalisation
Service. The right wing
Republican clatter on Elian was
only expected, including from
the party’s presidential
candidate, Mr. George Bush; so
too was that from pragmatic
Democrats who saw something

and anything to be gained by
signing on to the bandwagon.

Not to be left out was Mr.
Albert Gore, sitting Vice-
President and the Democratic
Party’s nominee for the
presidential elections of
November 7. Seeing the
possibility of windfall by way of
getting the State of Florida in
November, Mr. Gore broke
ranks with his President and the
administration and argued for
Elian’s remaining in the U.S.
Whether Mr. Gore gets Florida
this November remains to be
seen but his stance earned him
a good deal of contempt for it
only reinforced the issue’s
political nature.

One of the issues that will be
played out in the next few days
is not whether Elian reunites
with his father but how this re-
union comes about. Justice
Department officials have made
the point carefully and yet
bluntly that the letter of the law
will be applied; and privately
the word has been passed
around that Federal Marshals
would indeed be used to enter
the home of Elian’s relatives if
this was the only way to get
custody of the boy. And as a sop
to the relatives of Elian, the
Justice Department has said that
it will make sure that Elian and

his father do not leave the U.S.
until an Appeals Court has had
its last word on the case,
expected sometime in May.

The sad part of this re-union
is that some in the media have
gone to the extent of setting
down norms for evaluating the
love between a father and his
son — whether Elian rushes
towards his father on seeing
him or walks slowly and
hesitantly. In talking so much
about the “interests” of Elian,
the various groups and actors
have become so wrapped up in
their own causes that the larger
picture is no longer in sight.

In a sharp commentary in The
Washington Post, Richard Cohen
says, “Some people believe Elian
Gonzalez was sent to America
for a purpose. They believe that
in the sea he was ringed by
dolphins who protected him
from ravenous fish. They say
that in his room an image of the
Virgin Mary has appeared. 1 too
think Elian was saved for a
purpose, although it is not a
religious one. It is to make fools
of politicians™. And the first on
Mr. Cohen'’s list is Mr. Gore
“looking like a caricature of a
pandering politician” followed
by Mr. George Bush, the Mayor
of Miami-Dade County, the
Conservatives and Mr. Castro.
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V/;Elian protesters
- pray for divine
°\1ntervent10n

SSOLIATED PRESS o
swons \\A -
MIAMI, April 9. — bupp of Elian Gonzalez’s Miami rela-

jives reaffirmed their comm tment to seeing that the boy stays in
t1e USA, but they conceded, that their chance of prevailing has
d mnied.

“The balance is tipping toward the bad,” said Mr Carles Cadiz
{t6), keeping vigil yesterday outside the home of Mr Lazaro
+ Gonzalez, the six-year-old’s great-uncle and temporary‘guardian.

I'we evants in the past few days led to the pessimism. Elian's
father, My Juan Miguel Gonzalez, arrived in Washington on

Thursday frema Cuba to regain custody of his son. The day after,

Atd urney-(xehual Janet Reno took steps to arrange the custody

de Mr Lazaro Gonzalez's Little Havana home, as many as

54 protesters gathered last night, with many joining a large

ver meeting. Other people had asked for divine intervention

taroughout the day but reiterated their promises to form a human
uarrier if government officials come to take Elian.

“t have one little thread of hope, that God will do something so
inportant that he will have to stay here,” said Ms Ana Teresa
Bt nin (56) of Miami Beach.

BSome protesters brought battered foam-and-wood rafts and
wner tubes to the police barricade in front of the house to drama-
tize what Cuban refugees go through to come to the USA.

M1 Miguel Saavedra, president of the Cuban exile group Vigilia
Marabisa, announced a caravan through Miami in support of
kceping Elian in the USA. “We're going to go out to demonstrate
with all the vehicles in support of Elian and in disagreement with
the Clinton administration,” he said. “The caravan will be called
Humanity, Liberty for Elian.”

Elian was rescued at sea in November after his mother and 10
others drowned while trying to reach Florida.

In Washington, Mr Juan Miguel Gonzalez’s lawyer told
| reporters yesterday that a meeting between the father and Mr
| Lazaro Gonzalez, his uncle, did not appear likely.

i “The first thlng that has to happen is Lazaro has to take by the
hand Elian Gonzalez and lead him to his father and say, “Here is
your con.” And untll that happens it’s very difficult to contemplate
anyth ng more, ” the lawyer, Mr Gregory Craig said.

Mia ni's Mayor Mr Joe Carollo, said he wants the meeting
reon Elian and his father to take place at a “neutral” site.
re a peaceful communlty, he said yesterday on NBC's Today
evieion show. “There is no need to worry about violence in
wni The police will keep law and order.”

- {wo tishermen who found the boy floating on an inner tube

red to Bethesda, Maryland, yesterday hoping to urge

i Juen Miguel Gonzalez to let Elian stay in Miami. The boy’s

ather who is staying at the home of Cuban diplomat,

Mr Fernando Remirez, was in Washington when they arrived.

My Cra g said he planned to see them,
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—Deadline for Elian
«"Randover passes

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \

WASHINGTON, APRIL 13. The show-
down between the relatives of the
Cuban boy, Elian Gonzalez, and
the offic’als of the Justice Depart-
ment hure is continuing as the
deadline of 2 p.m. to hand over
the boy passed. The situation ap-
peared tense outside the house of
Elian at Little Havana in Miami,
Florida. But the crowd is obeying
the instructions of the law en-
forcement officers.

The bay's relatives are said to
be moving the Appeals Court in
Atlanta for a stay on the orders of
the Justice Department to transfer
custody. The Clinton administra-
tion has said earlier that it will re-
spond in an appropriate fashion,
Meanwhile, in Bethesda, Mary-
land, the father, Mr. Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, has not commented on
the developments including of a
video clip this morning on the na-
tional telev:sion showing his son
saying that he did not wish to go
back to Cuba.

The President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
when asked if I'ederal Marshals
would be sent to fetch Elian, ar-
gued that it was best for the At-
torney General to handle the
situation as it was evolving on a

inute-to-minute basis. Mr.Clin-
tdn also made the point that the
bysic issue was the rule of law and
that none of the courts have
granted any interim relief. “... T do
believe that it is our responsibility
to uphold the law and we are do-
ing our best to do that,” he said.

In a setback to the relatives on
Thursday, a State Family Court
has refused to hear a petition,
saying that it has no jurisdiction
on issues of immigration.

The two and a half hour meet-
ing in Miami on Wednesday be-
tween the nation's top law
enforcement officer, the Attorney
General, Ms. Janet Reno, and the
relatives of Elian was said to have
been quite productive but ended
without any meaningful results.
The Attorney General insisted on
making her personal attempt to
sort out the troubling issue be-
tween the boy's relatives and his
father who is now in Bethesda for
a week trying for the re-union first
and later take Elian back to Cuba.

Reuters reports:

The Vatican said today that at
the request of the U.S. Govern-
ment, its embassy in Washington
would be available for the hand-
over of Elian.

IHE rINC L

ERWLIRT )

o



By Sridhar Krishnaswami

na, outside the home where Elian

was responsible for the show-

_ e
«n Temporary stay against Elian’s transferg\

WASHINGTON, APRIL 14. In what
seems to be a drama with no early
end in sight but one in which the
Justice Department appears to
have boxed itself into, the rela-
tives of the Cuban lad, Elian Gon-
zalez, have won some more time.
As the 2 p.m. deadline for the
handover of Elian on Thursday
passed and the Justice Depart-
ment showed little to no evidence
of forcing the transfer, the rela-
tives in Miami-Dade county did
not wish to take any chances. Ap-
prehensive of use of force, they
moved a Federal Appeals Court in
Atlanta for an injunction against
the boy’s transfer to Cuba.

A single Judge in the Federal
Appeals Court obliged and raled
that Elian cannot be taken out of
the country until such time a rul-
ing is made on the claims of his
relatives. But even as officials
were saying that this did not pre-
vent the re- union between Elian
and his father, Mr. Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, the Justice Department
is now saying that this may not be
sought for another three or four
days.

The Federal Appeals Court has
also said that the Clinton admin-
istration must file its response by
later today; and a final ruling on
this is not expected until next
week. In the streets of Little Hava-

is staying, thousands of demon-
strators cheered wildly as the
deadline passed and the injunc-
tion issued. Protestors had prom-
ised to form a human chain to
prevent Elian taken away by Fed-
eral Mashals.

Emotionally, the situation is
getting a little dicey as accusa-
tions are flying all around who

Mr. Delfin Gonzalez, great uncle of Eilan Gonzalez, is hugged at

down. Relatives of Elian are mak-
ing the point that they were
forced to move in the direction of
the courts after going no where
with the Justice Department.

On the ather hand, there is also
the argument that delaying the
re-union between Elian and his
father is doing a great injustice to
the emotional stability of the six-

his Miami famlly home on Thursday by a police officer after
hearing the news of a court injunction in the custody case
involving the Cuban boy. — AP

up war of nerves, the family ré-
leased a home video that shows
Elian pointedly telling his father
that he did not wish to go to Cuba.

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, has argued that he is try-
ing to stay out of the case and has
backed the manner in which the
Attorney-General, Ms. Janet Re-
no, has been handling the issue.
But Mr. Clinton stressed that the
bottomline was to uphold the law
and avoid politicising the matter.
“... I do believe that it is our re-
sponsibility to uphold the law and
we are doing our best to do that,”
he said.

But the Justice Department and
the Attorney-General are taking a
lot of flak for the manner in which
this crisis has been handled. Ms.
Reno wished to go to Miami to
persanally sort out the issue with

- the faipily, but is now being taken

to task for making a high profile
trip without anything tangible in
return. More important, the point
is being made that for all the
tough taltk on what would happen
when the deadline passed, the
Justice Department did nothing.
Apparently, the Department
which has been heavily criticised
for the manner in which it han-
dled other crisis such as the one
with Branch Dravidians in 1993 is
keen on playing it extremely care-
fully this time around.
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x Peru’s Presiden
|

Mr. Alberto Fujimeri,
who faces a runoff
l election in June, is not
| known to give up his
i objectives easily. But
his opponent, Mr.
Alejandro Toledo, has
hardly given the
' impression that his
determination is any
different.
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
reports on the
confrontation that is
building.

N THE end, Peru’s
strongman, Mr. Alberto
Fujimori, seems to have
done the correct thing but
perhaps not on his own. After
squeezing an unprecedented
third term out of his Congress,
Mr. Fujimori perhaps was forced
to think whether he would be
politically better off if he faced a
runoff election in June rather
than claimed victory in last
Sunday’s Presidential elections
and face unrest in the streets.

Needing a 50 per cent plus
one vote in the election, Mr.
Fujimori fell short by about
20,000 votes; but the fashion in
which the voting had taken
place was enough for political
opponents, especially his main
challenger, Mr. Alejandro
\ Toledo, to scream fraud. The
main charge was that the
incumbent President had used
the military intelligence to
deliver the goods; this was
denied in official circles in Lima.

But Mr. Fujimori now faces an
uncertain run-off in June against
Mr. Toledo. Sunday’s voting
showed that although the ruling
party maintains a lead in the
Congress, there is no longer the
absolute majority to ram
through Mr. Fujimori’s reforms
of the future. With 120 seats up
for grabs in the Unicameral
legislature, Mr. Fujimori’s party
won 51 seats followed by Mr.
Toledo's with 28, the
Independents 9 and the rest
going to smaller parties.
Analysts say that with this kind
of an outcome, Mr. Fujimori will
have to sit down and
“negotiate’” with the Opposition
on such issues as the budget
and reforms.

Face—o in Peru

Known as a tough leader who
has ruthlessly put down
rebellion in his country, Mr.
Fujimori, son of Japanese
immigrants, was in many ways
forced to scale back when the
election results started coming
in; what with Mr. Toledo saying
he was prepared for unrest in
the streets in the face of “‘gross
irregularities” in the polling and
counting. Normally quite strong-
willed, Mr. Fujimori backed
down in the face of
international pressure led by the
United States.

In fact, Mr. FujimoN_ face
pressure from Washin,
before the voting began when
the Carter Centre, headed by the
former American President, Mr.
Jimmy Carte,r argued that the
conditions for a democratic vote
did not exist. And when Mr.
Toledo — who had studied at
Stanford University and had
worked at the World Bank —
argued that he had won 57 per
cent of the vote by his count, a
run-off seemed better than
cutright unrest that had all the
potential to turn violent. And
Mr. Toledo was blunt enough to
say that he would not recognise
the outcome if Mr. Fujimori was
d:clared elected outright.

Washington — for obvious
reasons — does not wish to take
credit for “pressuring’’ Mr.
Fujimori; rather the effort has
been passed off as a concerted
effort by many including the

THE CHAMPION AND THE CHALLENGER: Peru’s} Preside

candidate, Mr.| Alejafidro Toledo.

West and Nations in the
hemisphere. But clearly there is
disgruntlement in Lima on the
manner in which the Clinton
administration played its cards.
“The greatest harm done to
Peru has been the U.S.
intervention that has demanded
an election res
waiting for
remarke

ssador to the United
tions, Mr. Fransisco Tudela.
One argument is that Mr.
Fujimori may be a semi-
authoritarian ruler, but he is
also someone who is politically
smart. The perception is that
unwilling to be seen as the odd
man out in the neighbourhood
in the aftermath of the Sunday
vote, Mr. Fujimori came to the
conclusion that it was worth a
run-off in June for he could
make it. But what has to be
borne in mind is that
international attention is likely
to be much higher in the June
run-off given the rising stakes.
It is not just political
uncertainty in Peru that is the
focus of attention in this
hemisphere. It is more
importantly on the impact of all
this on the economic front with
analysts already coming to the
conclusion that the much-
needed private investors are
going to keep off for some more
time. If Mr. Fujimori’s initial
reluctance to see the writing on

, Mt. Albe

rto Fujimori, and the Opposition

the wall has had its impact on
future investments, some have
started questioning the political
and leadership abilities of Mr.
Toledo. The main apprehension
seems to be not only that Mr.
Toledo has no experience in
public office but also about the
fashion in which he handled the
crisis in the aftermath of the
electoral showdown.

Much of Peru's problems are
on the economic front and the
country has also been a victim
of the financial crisis that
gripped the Asia Pacific, Russia
and Latin America. One survey
shows that Peru’'s economic
growth will be second in Latin
America after Chile but there
are deep problems that need to
be addressed — the external
debt (of about $ 29 billion), the
stalling growth rate, declining
tax collection and the rise in
public sector deficit.

In the ongoing test of wills
between two populist leaders,
the consensus has been that on
the economic front Mr. Fujimori
and Mr. Toledo are not too far
apart in their precriptions. But
the critical test will be on
whether they choose a
confrontationist path in the
weeks ahead. Mr. Fujimori is
not the kind of person known to
give up his objectives all that
easily. At the same time, Mr.
Toledo has hardly given the
impression that his
determination is any different.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 22. Flian
Gonzalez and his father,
Mr.Juan Miguel Gonzalez, have
been reunited after four and a
half months at the Andrews Air
Force base shortly after 9.30
a.m. Little Elian was taken
away by force this morning by
Federal Agents of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Service
after the Justice Department
decided to put its foot down on
the custody issue concerning
the Cuban lad. Elian’s father
has been in this country for the
last three weeks waiting for the
reunion to take place. LY}

The President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, supported the actions
the Justice Department and the
Attorney General, Ms. Janet Ré-
no. “The law has been upheld
and that is the right thing to
do,” Mr. Clinton said in very
brief remarks. The President
said he was extensively briefed
on the subject, but the final de-
cision on the manner in which
Elian was to be taken away was
made by the Attorney General
and that he fully supported her
on this.

Mr. Clinton was briefed on
Friday afternoon and at night
around 8 p.m.; and again this
morning after the operation.

In Little Havana in Miami,
Florida, the six-year-old Cuban
boy was “‘secured” shortly after
dawn by armed agents of the
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion Service. He was taken to a
nearby island for transporta-
tion to an Air Force base by hel-
icopter en route to the
high-security Andrews Air
Force Base near Washington
D.C.

10-minute operation

The entire operation, involv-
ing some 20 armed Federal

I

Elian Gonzalez (centre) being removed from his home by Federal officials in a pre-dawn

reunited amid high drama

raid on Saturday in Miami’s Little Havana neighbourhood. — AP

"Agents, is said to have lasted

about 10 minutes. At about 5
a.m., the Federal Agents storm-
ed Elian’s relatives’ home in
Litde Havana by breaking the
front door, grabbed the child
and whisked him away to a
nearby airport. The armed
agents spent less than three
minutes inside the house where
Elian had been staying for the
last four months.

Seeing clear defiance on the
part of the relatives, the Justice
Department decided to uphold
the rule of law, say officials. At a
press conference this morning,
the Attorney General, Ms. Janet
Reno, who has taken a personal
interest in the subject, said

Elian will remainin the U.S. as
ardered by urt.

Defending the early-morning
swoop, Ms. Reno maintained
that she tried her best to be
least disruptive, but in the end
was left with no other option as
the family in Maimi was con-
stantly “moving the goal-
posts”.

Anger, tension

Tensions are rising in Little
Havana in Miami-Dade County
with minor incidents of vio-
lence and disruptions being re-
ported. From a scant crowd of
about 50, who were around at
the time of the operation this
morning, hundreds more have
joined since, expressing anger
at the manner in which author-
ities went about achieving their
objective. At the time of storm-
ing the residence of Mr. Lazaro

Gonzalez, police used pepper
gas on the crowd assembled
outside.

Little Elian was said to have
been snatched from the arms of
the fisherman who saved his
life in the shipwreck in the At-
lantic.

With a white blanket wrap-
ped around him and seen
weeping, Elian was carried
away by a female agent to a
waiting van which then quickly
moved away from the scene. At
Little Havana, after the initial
stunning moments and

Justice Department
/jefends actlow
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Castro praises US govt, calls
Elian seizg, a ‘oge-day ce’

assocteoppess G ,T}.w"'" L6

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA (Cuba), April 23. — A
triumphant Fidel Castro has described Elian’s
reunion with his father as constituting a “truce”
in four decades of rocky
US-Cuba relations.

“Today is truce, perhaps
the only one in 40 years
— one day,” the Cuban
President told a crowd of
about 400,000 people yes-
terday at a historic sugar
refinery. Among the audi-
ence were the grandpar-
ents of Elian Gonzalez.

“This is a day of glory for
our people,” he said, com-
paring the reunion to
Cuba’s victory over an
exile army during the Bay
of Pigs invasion 39 years
ago. “What day could sat-
isfy everyone more?”

Juan Miguel Gonzalez with son Elian after their reunion
at Andrews Air Force Base on Saturday. — AP/PT{

repercuss oﬁ of their actions.

Mr Castlo would not attach importance to the
shock tha} Elian displayed during the early
morning rdid by armed government agents who
spirited him away from the home of his Miami
relatives. “That boy cried
for three minutes, for
something that probably
saved his life.”
Protests in Miami:
Cubans in Miami contin-
ue to be furious. Police
beat down rioting demon-
strators in Little Havana.
As the night wore on and
police closed streets and
clamped down on protest-
ers, demonstrators pour-
f ed into surrounding
neighbourhoods. The
defiant late-night prot-
ests mostly stayed calm.

By early today, much of
Little Havana appeared

But he noted that the
fight for Elian’s return to Cuba was not over.
“Tomorrow the battle continues,” Mr Castro
said. He praised the consistency shown by US
Attorney-General, Ms Janet Reno, and INS offi-
cials in their determination to reunite father and
son “even though they were scared” about the

deserted after police
blocked cars from entering the area and urged
pedestrians to leave. On 27th Avenue, the focus
of many of Saturday’s protests, no cars could be
seen — except for police cruisers.

B More reports on page 9




THE battle over Eha nza-
lezhas made unlikely allies of presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Fidel Castro,

- raising questionsabout whether the

-

little Cubari castaway canbreak the

ice between the two Cold War ene- -

mies. Washington and Havana in-
sist not. “We don’t see any reason
why this will change anything,” US
State DcpanmentSecretanyam&s
Rubin said flatly. “All this

tion about the effect on US-QJba

relationsisjust that—speculation”:

‘While Castro called Elian’s long-

delayed reunion with his father on .

Saturday “a shared victory”, he

“wamed it did not signal an end to

« That followed the. Pope’

“the struggle of the Cuban people”
against the US “economic war and
hestilities.” But all the nay-saying
comes amid multrplymg signs that
the Cold War animosity, between
the su rpower and the tiny island

itsshores, may atlast be fad-
mg Clmton began down the rap-
prochément road in 1998 by intro-

ducing some flexibility in the-

40-year-old US embargo, allowing
t5 to Cuba and permit-
 to sénd money home.
s historic
visit to Cuba, which prompted Cas-
trotoallow Christmas celebrations.

. Private US trade missions have
been visiting Cuba in increasing
numbé:s and businesses have been

amphfymg calls for ending t

slowly shedding their dim view of

Cuba. An ABC poll taken this -

month, showed that 47 per cent of

Americans now believe the US .

should re-establish the ties cut after

- Cuba’s 1959 revolution, against just

38 per cent two yeais ago. And 47
per cent want an end to the em-
bargo, up from 35 percent in 1998.
A Gallup poll found that the num-
ber of Americans who had had a
“very unfavourable” view of Cuba,
shrunk from 41 per cent in 1996 to
just24percent in 1999.

Andlittle Elian may be the cata-

lyst to more change, experts say. “It
has put the two governments on the
same side of an issue, they have
worked together towards a com-
mon objective, and that improves

- the
bargo. Polls showtheAmencans S

faires in Cuba. Both of this y’mr’s
candidates seeking to replace Clin-

ton, Deniocratic Vicg President Al
Gore ald Republicdn George W

_ Bush, have backed the Cuban-

American - community, which

-sought to'turn the Elian battle into
-afight against Castro,

James Lindsay of the Brookings -

" hustitution, a Washington think-tank,

agrees that US-Cuban relations are
on a “continuum” towards rap-
prochement, but doesn’t see any
quickchanges. “Bill Clinton, inthe fi-
nal months of his tenure, isn’t going
to gain much by cosying up to Cas-
tro. It just happened in this particu-
lar case that their interests aligned
similarly,” he said.
‘ ~AFP
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Home in Havana_,
Tfr\i\é\& ax\f\\

TRAORDINARY saga of six-year-old Elian Gonzalez
tells us something about today’s America. Elian and his mother
escaped Fidel Castro’s Cuba to enter the United States. His
mother died en route and young Elian ended up alone in
Miami. Under normal circumstances, there would have been no
dispute over what happened next. Had he been an impoverished
Haitian, he would have been deported at once as an undesirable
alien. But because of his nationality, the six-year old became a
hero to Miami’s wealthy and well-connected Cuban exile com-
munity. For the exiles, the boy came to represent a symbol of
resistance to Castro's Cuba.

The easy way out for the US Government would have been to
let the exiles keep Elian in Miami. He had relatives in that city
and was assured a far better standard of living than the one he
has escaped in Cuba. Indeed, this is what many politicians —
including Vice President Al Gore, who wants the Cubans to vote
for him in October — would have preferred. But the Justice
Department took a legalistic view. Elian was too young to,
decide about his future, That task went to the next of kin, As his
mother was dead, it was up to Elian’s father to decide whether
the boy should remain in Miami or return to Cuba. As Elian’s
mother had been estranged from his father Juan Miguel and
had hoped to give the boy a new life in Miami away from
Juan Miguel, it was clear what would happen next.
Juan Miguel asked for the return of his son to Cuba and the US
Government agreed.

Was this the right decision? All things considered, probably,
yes. It is true that Elian would have had a better life (in materi-
al times) in Miami and that had his mother survived, he would
have been separated from Juan Miguel. But ultimately, when a
child is too young to decide and only a single parent remains, it
is best to let that parent make all decisions about the child’s
future. It is to the credit of the US Government that it took this
position despite the opposition of the Cuban exiles. One of the
,advantages of being a President in the last few months of your
| term is that you can do the right thing rather than the expedient
ore. Hence, Bill Clinton’s support for the Justice
Department’s decision.

4+

THE HINDUSTAN Tibat

Oy hrn (UD




Je snozowmif-a3mnb aq ues Lo} pue
Teadde 0y puay Aoy ‘1038 a3 O}
Sunejar swoy sjqeondde are a1t
J Yeal1q SOLIOIS smou Sumsorojun
usym Aegd uo AJUNURUOD JueIq
-1A A19A B S 31, *SIu2A2 a[goxd-ySiy
U0 ATejusunuod Yim sayond sofes
XIUI SIOFS AURUI SE ‘SSOUSnOsuc
UesLIDUTY A1) 10] asnoySuLres)o &
w0oaq sey s Y L SBUnST o Jo
ASBINO0E 1O I Y, 1O PISTHSAPE
Sura) oY) Jo AyeSaf oY) 1940 [on
-uoo ou sey J ey sesiseydws fego
peseq-eruiofiey  ‘ssof  ueg
«Kegasay jJoukym ;yooy
Y} 1Y A\ "PUNOIE Jef oy} oAem pue

sreSo pue sam swos dn sureyy snl

ILL, paureidxs AS[pn( . 19qqni am
SWIOS pue (o103 dueing e 308 2A ],
“satAI Ul suoyd e ur sporyjou sy
POTeaAT OUM “BILIOJI[E)) ‘BuezIv],
Jo %%5 uo(] I9f]es 03 Surpiodoe

anﬁwoé -

‘ref UOSEJ & U] Pa[ectSoum0 JIe
PUGACH] 9PIF,, 9Y[ ySIIYOOMO

3O $,0001 JO sIES) Sy PIYIPRL
-nY ‘somm 3uruing ‘sed rea) ‘sredp
JO S0udss?,, FuTpnpour PooYINoq.
-ySiou s uerg woy sfaws Surure)
-U00 SR Pajnoj S1 Jre Jo 1ef oy,
"AepLL] U0 (O 7z $ Poyoeal
Suwerp oty 10 spig ‘sodus 5 ded
3} 10] PaI pue an[q UO PapRp
pue 1y s [axmbs a1 107 umoiq Jo
SOPELS SNOLTEA PIST ‘SU] U UTLIM
paess 1sure oy, “1axuelq ouoid €
uosuiooe Joaqid eje Surress deo req
-3seq e urombs Sumrus e smoys 1
“JISSUITY welfH PjO-Tedk-xs Aq pain
-0100 AJpepodind _ jdnbg v 104
younT,, papn jooq Suiojos e woxg
9%ed e parsgo as[e suOdWOg
: “pasn aq 10U SUTeU [eX
STy ey} payse oym ‘ueur '[N ‘fo1
-neT A Y3 pres  Aep A1oA smau
3y Ul s3] 10y ST 3Fym ¥ duinp
PaIn3g [,, 'MeRS [RIM PSISA0 pOOM
-bm 30 quJs G-Aq-6 © 0} payoene

eplold ‘{Wej uj Si1eo pessold uo Sey ueqn)
e SOAEM Zofezuo uey|3 jo Jepoddns v :NVIT3 404 DNILHOIS

- e ssajoqm e Jo 2ammyoid e parsod —

«SOIqUOSHOORISIP,, ST SWIEU U318
Apgo 9pOYM — IS[OS YL, ‘pokons

-ap are sywesSmuu redafy 4q pasn |

s)Jel Jsowt pres oH "UORONE JUSWL
-wa403 e ye Suryy e yons aseyomd
01 3jqissod aq pinom ¥t yeyy A[sno
-113s siqnop,, 34 Inq ‘YLpe punoy
Sem TR Yorym UO Sqn) JoUut oY)
0} pauagidey jeym mouwy Jusoop

3y pres nureny ul ssery] 1380y 190
-TJO An2d prenn 15e0) S ' ung

{num posesyar 3q3.uom Eoﬁ sy en

pUE ‘3Snoyarem JUSUMLISAOS © 1
¥11y3noq oy pewre] 19735 YL,

. "RepUI U0 ARIOSTITS
J0 1350 Y3 & s ‘Spiq Og wey)

~QIoWw MaIp jjjuel Aq pas() e

[umuan) 9,001, ALL "Nsqam uog .
-one Aego 91} UO J[GR[TEAE SOLIND
P3te[aI-Zafezuoy uelrg oy yo Surd
-UIes e 9Ie BURARE] 9PIr] WO seur
-ore Sururejuoo Ajpasod
~dns are Jo xef e pure yooq
Surmojoo e woxg ofed e
« L, QIHHIVAM

L

" pumikiep ‘umojsueend
18 ‘AUUBIH JOU30Mey u..lsm pue K2:0) sopodess yym
Aﬁo_v ue|i3 uos siy spioy

3.9!.!4& 2;;.. .

20 App 2

A e

NOIAN Expor ..

. T RS IsnAue ue Sunysiy Ajuaiino si Lm>> EmEoS ay} Buunp Jem E m;mcow:a painuol pey wyw_c:EEoO

UYoiym YOSOUDIA -UD ysng "M om._coe alepipued |enpuapisald ueol|gnadey o 05 ey m:o:wmw:m sly o1 m:_ncoamwh UeDOIN uyor J0leusS @
| . uopnjoAa: [ed[Sojouloe) oSNy SYY JO Led Jueliodiul ue S| PUE J03eAOUL) ol Aw e wisjunwwod ysujeSe JyBnoy e, "yani eyl |
| Bupsaiey) ue useq sey 3 se Auedwoo spy oM JusweIes oy adoy |, __2 skemie | bSm_._ s] Ao3siH Yy} s] Yy "§}08} 8le 5308y o_=

”,mu:w_“




Army i ignores Govt snub,

stands

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
CHILE, MARCH 12

nfazed by outrage over its
support for ex-dictator
Augusto  Pinochet, the
Chilean Army on Friday reiterated
its stance in a statement certain to
stir further controversy. ’
The: renewed expression of
support came just one week after
Pinochet’s return to Chile and one
day before Ricardo Lagos, a long-
time foe of the ex-stréngman, was
tobe sworninas President.
“Iwant to express the great sat-
isfaction felt by this entire institu-
tion over the return home of Gen-
eral Augusto Pinochet...and our
willingness to continue offering
him any support possible,” said
General Ricardo Izurieta, Com-
mander in Chief of the Army.
Speaking to journalists, Izurieta re-
iterated hiscondemnation of what
he said was Pinochet’s “unjust and
prolonged detention abroad”.
Pinochet, 84, returned to Chile
on March 3 after authorities in
Britain decided not to extradite
him to Spain because a medical re-
port showed he was unfit to stand
trial.
The Chilean Government had

Rights group Mothers in Black protesting against ochet — AFP

sharply criticised the military for
staging a welcoming ceremony for

the ex-strongman, who faces 72

lawsuits in Chile in connection
with thousands of deaths.
" Pinochet’s attorney Ambrosio

" Rodriguez also criticised the state

for joining a complaint against his
client. The Coungil for the Defence
of the Stage had announced it had
joined a complaint against
Pinochet in the 1973 “caravan of
death”, a series of summary execu-
tions in which 70 political oppo-
nents were killed. Rodriguez told

Radio Agricultura that in doing so,
the CDE—whichrepresentsthe le-
galinterests of the state—“istaking
an active role in giving help to those
who want gene.ral Pinochet to be
condemned”. .

.The attomey also criticised
what he said was undue pressure

- on the courts, “Every day there are

people with microphones and
megaphones shouting toward the
judicial branch,” he said. He fur-
ther said it was unlikely a request to
lift his client’s immunity would be
granted.
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_~w¥Pawn in a power game

T fhinistration, much to the dis-
The Cuban youngsiar, ay of the Cuban exiles and law-

Elian Gonzales, ha
become a political
football in a
three-way contest
among the
anti-Castro exiles,
Washington and
Havana. SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
takes a look at the
ongoing controversy.

F IT had been any other six-
year-old tragically or other-
wise separated from his par-
ent, the United States
Immigration and Naturalisation
Service (INS) would have made
sure that the child was sitting in
the lap of either the father or the
mother at the earliest. In fact, left
to the INS, Elian Gonzales would
have been doing the same after
he was miraculously saved in the
seas trying to enter the U.S,

But Elian Gonzales is no: just
“any other” child. He has the
“distinction” of being born in
Cuba and that makes all the dif-
ference to a group of people in
the U.S., whose obsession in the
last 40 years has been two things
— Cuba and Mr. Fidel Castro.
Take this obsession and add the
elections of 2000: the result i+ not
just an international tug-of-war
taking place across the Florida
Straits, but crass politics that can
come down to any level.

Elian has been in the limelight
since last November when his
mother “illegally” left Cuba
along with him to seek berter
times in the U.S.

Unfortunately for the six-year-
old, his mother and ten others
died in a shipwreck trying to re-
ach American shores; and since
then the Cuban youngster has
become a political football, not
between official Washington and
Havana but in a three-way con-
test among the anti-Castro Cu-
ban exiles in Florida, the
administration in Washington
and Havana.

The INS kicked off a storm of
protests in the U.S. when it ruled
that Elian must be reunited with
his father in Cuba. Some of this
was based on the assessment
that Elian was neither an Amer-
ican citizen nor a permanent res-
ident and was too young to seex
political asylum.

The ruling — perceived to be
the right one in several quarters
— was endorsed by the Clinton

makers who depend on their
votes.

In fact, lawmakers, especially
from Florida, keen on taking the
matter out of the jurisdiction of
courts and the INS rushed for the
legislative option — the intro-
duction of the Gonzales Citizen-
ship Bill that would grant Elian
American citizenship or perma-
nent residency, at least.

At an age when Elian can hard-
ly understand the third rate po-
litical circus being played out on
either side of the Florida Straits,
the Clinton administration is
finding itself between a rock and
a hard place. In terms of law and
the legal aspect surrounding the
Elian case the administration is
being reminded — and is con-
vinced — that the rightful place
for the child is with his father in
Cuba.

If there is one thing going for
the administration it is that a

majority of opinion polls have
shown that most Americans
think that the boy should be re-
united with his father. And if the
momentum for the Gonzales Ci-
tizenship Bill died down it was
because several lawmakers soorn
came to realise that their constit-
uents were a part of the main-
stream thinking or simply could
not care less.

The idea of “thrusting’” Amer-
ican citizenship on Elian or per-
haps paving the way for a “‘green
card” enabling him to decide for
himself his status later did not go
down well with ordinary Amer-
icans some of whom were ap-
palled that they had to sit out
several years for the process to
be completed or compared the
situation to the plight of others
who land in the U.S. after having
gone through a similar night-
mare in the seas and after having
forked out thousands to unscru-
pulous agents.

But there was a different angle

Six-year-old Elian Gonzales with a relative in Miami ... at the
centre of a controversy.

as well and one that was ec

not just in the U.S. but by coun-
tries such as France and Russia.
“If Elian were an American boy
illegally taken by his divorced
mother to another country and
she had died in the process, we
would have insisted that the boy
be returned to his father in the
U.S. To attempt to make Elian a
citizen defies precedent and puts
the U.S. in conflict with interna-
tional law,” wrote a reader in the
Letters to The Editor of The
Washington Post.

For the most part Americans
— and to a large extent the au-
thorities in Havana including Mr.
Castro — understand that the
bottomline is something differ-
ent; and something very difficult
to shake off.

And it has become even more
difficult in an election year when
there is a race to appease or mol-
lify certain politically active
groups. Florida is a State that
cannot be wished away.

The political compulsions

seem stronger in a ‘“national”
perspective, if one were to factor

in what the leading Presidential
candidates of the two parties
have said. And in many ways the
“national” candidates with an
eye on the vote bank in Florida —
at the time of primaries or actual
voting on November 7, 2000 —
have come out looking no better
than the local pcliticians.

The leading Republican candi-
date, Mr. George W. Bush, whose
brother, Mr. jebb Bush, is the
Governor of Florida, has said that
if he were in the Senate he would
vote “yes” to the Gonzales Citi-
zenship Bill; and other Republi-
can candidates have said that
Elian should not be repatriated
to Cuba.

The Democratic front-runner,
the Vice-President, Mr. Albert
Gore, differed with his boss and
argued that the case must be ap-
pealed in higher courts; but Mr.
Bill Bradley opined that he was
“reluctant’’ to second guess the
INS.

In all the noise, the Clinton ad-
ministration is trying not to lose
the larger perspective — manag-
ing relations with Havana in a
changing environment.

For, there is a perception that
anti-Castro exile groups are us-
ing the Elian case to hang on to
their political influence which
seems to be on the wane; and
there is the growing objection to
the continuing unilateral sanc-
tions against Cuba which the
American business community
feels is hurting only the U.S.
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U S.-Cuba ( \\/\%
scramble ghters
over Havana., \.

HAVANA: Cuba and th

States scrambled fighter jets over
the Florida straits when an Ameri-
can pilot buzzed Havana illegally to
drop anti-Communist leaflets call-
ing President Fidel Castro an “old
dinosaur.”

A major confrontation was
avoided on Saturday, however, as
the small Cessna 172, piloted by a
Vietnamese-born, 51-year-old ““stri-
dent anti-Communist”, was guided
back to Florida unharmed after
dumping hundreds of pamphlets on
the Cuban capital.

. It was the first unauthorised
flight into Cuban airspace since Ha-
vana shot down two planes flown
near the Caribbean island by the
Miami- based exile group, brothers
to the rescue, in 1996. Four pilots
were killed in that incident.

“For this plane to arrive on Sun-
day out of the blue is shocking,” a
U.S. official told Reuters..Fortu-
nately, everybody behaved proper-
ly, and a shootdown was avoided.”

The single-engine Cessna flew
low across the 90-mile (145-kin) sea

. division to avoid radar detection as

" it invaded Cuban airspace shortly

before 1.a.m.GMT

As the plane circled over Ha-
vana, Cuba launched two MIG
fighter jets to force it back north to-
wards Florida, U.S. sources said.
The U.S. Air force then sent aloft
an F-16 to monitor and previde
protection as the plane returned.

The U.S. customs service con-
firmed details of the incident, and
said the Cessna’s pilot was a “stri-
dent anti-Communist” with no ap-
parent ties to Mr Castro’s exiled
foes in Miami.”

Cuban officials were not avail-
able for comment, and state media
did not mention the incident.

Havana residents said they saw
the plane fly over the coast from
the north, then along Havana’s
seafront Malecon Boulevard, be-
! fore swooping over the old Havana
quarter (Reuters)
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/Ehan S return -
0 Cuba stag,@d

iami, Jan. 8 (i}’) In effort t& “Why should it (be delayed?

prevent Elian Gonzalez’s retuxn
to Cuba, an anti-Castro lawmake
subpoenaed him to testify before a
congressional committee and one
of his Miami relatives sought to
become his legal guardian.

Rep. Dan Burton said he sub-
poenaed 6-year-old Elian to testify
before the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform on February 10, so
he remains in
the country
while the
courts consid-
er his case.

About 100
supporters
cheered wildly
yesterday as
Elian — hold-
ing the subpoe-
na in front of
his face while
being held aloft
by a relative —
appeared out-
side the house where he has been
staying with relatives.

He gave the peace sign before
heading back indoors.

But in Cuba, Elian’s father was
angry about Burton’s subpoena.

“What right does that man
have?” Juan Miguel Gonzalez said
during a news conference in his
hometown of Cardenas. “I am the
father of Elian and immigration
has said that I am the only one
who can speak for him.

Elian Gonzalez: Small victory

Who is he? He is no one. I am the
father.”

Elian was found Thanksgiving
Day clinging to an inner tube at
sea after his mother, stepfather
and eight other people drowned
while trying to reach Florida by
boat.

The boy was placed with his
great-uncle and great-aunt in
Miami, but the
Immigration
and Naturali-
sation Service
ruled Wednes-
day that he
must be re-
turned to his
father in Cuba
by January 14.
The decision
touched  off
protests in the
Cuban-Ameri-
can communi-
ty.

Family spokesman Armando
Gutierrez said yesterday’s news
rejuvenated Elian’s Miami rela-
tives, who have spent much of the
last two months dealing with the
international custody battle.

Burton, the committee chair-
man, said he “issued a subpoena
to Elian Gonzalez to ensure that
no precipitous action is taken
until the Florida state court can
adequately address the Gonzalez
case.”

THE TELEGRAPH
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_Auban bgy s custody to father upheld

WASHINGTO I\g\
U.S. attorney general
Janet Reno upheld a
decision giving cus-
tody of Elian Gonza-
lez to his Cuban fa-
ther and has said any
challenge to that rul-
ing must come in
federal rather than
state court.

To allow the six- §
year-old boy’s Flori- §
da relatives time to |
challenge the federal
decision, Reno on
Wednesday wrote to
their lawyers that
the government is
postponing its Fri-
day deadline for
turning him over for
return to Cuba. She |
did not give a new
deadline or say what
steps the federal
government might
take next to enforce
its decision.

AP Miami radio station
Wednesday, Cuban
Nivaldo

Ferran
troke his silence on
the disaster that led
to an international

“She just wanted
to save her son. "My
son, my son, she
kept saying,” Fer-
nandez told Radio
Mambi, a Spanish-
language radio sta-
tion linked to the
Cuban exile cause.
He said seven peo-
ple who survived the
sinking hung on'to
three inner tubes
and tried to keep to-
gether.

Elisabet gave
Elian her coat and
last remaining water,
he said. “She asked
him, ‘Are you cold?’

Reno brushed
aside a state court
ruling on Monday

Elian Gonzalez hugs his great uncle in Miami on Wednesday
before leaving for Cuba to join his father.

and he said,‘Yes, I'm
cold, Mama,” so she
took off her coat.

that the boy must re-
main in the U.S. until a March 6 hearing. She said the
state court order “has no force or effect” on the Immi-
gration and Naturalisation Service’s decision in the
case.

“The question of who may speak for a six-year-old
child in applying for admission or asylum is a matter
of federal immigration law,” Reno wrote. The ques-
tion of who speaks for the boy “remains one of feder-
al, not state,law.”

Meanwnile, a survivor of the shipwreck from which
Elian was plucked by rescuers has said Elian’s moth-
er, Elisabet, gave her coat and last fresh water bottle
to the boy as they clung to inner tubes in the seas be-
tween Florida and Cuba after their boat capsized, car-
ing for hin1 until they drifted apart.

Recouning Elian’s last hours with his mother to a

She gave him water.
“We all fought to save ourselves, but she only wanted
to save the life of her son. ... At every moment she
looked after the boy until she lost her life.” he said.

Elian did not actually see her die, Fernandez said.
The tubes separated during the night and she drifted
away in the dark.

“He was very quiet. He never cried,” he said. Ac-
cording to the US Coast Guard, seven people died
when the boat sank, and seven managed to cling to the
inner tubes. But only three — Elian, Fernandez, 33,
and a 23-year-old woman — eventually survived.

Under the US’ “wet feet, dry feet™ policy, C

who reach the US are generally allowe " while
those intercepted at sea are usually me. Hun-
dreds of Cubans are feared to ed at sea at-

tempting to leave the island. (s ?/
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PINOCHET LET OFFE

t/+'© But home may not be so sweet |

T appears that Gen Pinochet, responsible for torture, k&ll-
ings and disappearances during one of the darkest periofis of
Chile’s history, should be headed home soon, safe from those

| who would have him prosecuted for human rights cfithes, as
i requests for extraditing him are failing in a British court.

court cited a medical report which showed him unfit to stand
trial, but the report is not available to prosecuting counsel, on
grounds of privacy. It is ironic that such e#tfaordinary legal
privileges should be extended to someone who made mince-
meat of legal and democratic rights in Chile, during his years
in power from 1973 to 1990. Pinochet has influential friends in
the British establishment, most prominent among whom is |
Margaret Thatcher who has been vocal on his behalf.
According to some sources his report indicates mental and

i physical illness, but the former diagnosis could apply to many

repressive dictators. If Hitler had been captured after World

¢ War II, would he have been let off on the ground of insanity?

There is no doubt, however, that the general is physically
very ill and may not have long to live. This could account for
the indecent haste home secretary Jack Straw showed in
bringing to an end extradition proceedings against Pinochet:

. the British government may not want to have the general die

on their hands, complicating relations with Chile. In Chile

. itself there are now calls to bring him to trial, and the most

satisfying outcome, no doubt, would be if he were to be tried in
his own country. It is not known, however, whether such calls
are merely a ploy to get him back, comparable to Pakistan’s
assurances of arresting the hijackers of the Indian Airlines
aircraft if they set foot on Pakistani soil. Be that as it may, the
open voicing of such calls are bound to affect his standing, and |
increasing testimony about torture and repression during his |
rule are appearing in the Chilean press. Chile may soon join {
other Latin American countries and South Africa in beginning

1m0 acknowledge terrible authoritarian pasts, and bringing |
some of the offenders to book. That may have been the most
positive outcome of Pinochet’s year of confinement in Britain,
and atten?nt publicity putting the spotlight on past abuses.
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‘z ceded defeat

SANTIAGO, Jan. 17\ — Mr
Ricardo Lagos has been elected
Chile’s first socialist President
since Mr Salvador Allende. Mr
Lagos narrowly defeated
Conservative rival, Mr Joaquin
Lavin, in a runoff election that
focussed more on Chile’s eco-
nomic future than on its vio-
lent past.

Mr Lavin,
who once
worked in the
government of
the former dic-
tator, General
Augusto
Pinochet, con-

after voting
yesterday, and
went to Mr
Lagos’ cam-
paign head-
quarters in
Santiago to ™
congratulate
him. Mr Lagos’

supporters cheered wildly as
the two appeared on a balcony
and hugged each other with
their wives at their sides.

A moderate socialist, Mr
Lagos has distanced himself
from the radical brand of
Marxism espoused by Mr
Allende; whose government
was toppled in a bloody 1973
military coup led by Gen.
Pinochet. Mr Lagos was the
candidate of the Centre-Left
coalition that has governed
Chile since the end of the
Pinochet dictatorship in 1990.

Mr Lagos spoke with
President Eduardo Frei in a
telephone conversation broad-
cast on television.

“Our coalition guarantees
equilibrium and stability for

Mr Ricardo Lagos

Lagos new
‘Chilean
resuleni

ASSOCIATED PRESS “/_p)' % b(\,)/(.}'hlle 7

said Mr Lagos, whose
socialists are partners with Mr
Frei’s Christian Democrats in
the coalition known as
Concertacion.

Mr Lavin waged one of the
closest races in decades for a
Conservative candidate, forc-
ing Sunday’s runoff after hold-
ing Mr Lagos to a tie in the
first round of voting on 12
December.

sad because we
had a spectacular
number of votes,”
he told support-
ers. “And I am
confident that in
the future, the

message of
change that we
brought into

! Chilean politics
| will prevail”.

| Pinochet trial:
1 Celebrating his
victory, Mr Lagos
pledged “to heal
the wounds that

“We shouldn’t be :

still remain” from Chile’s trou- .

bled recent history, while let- |

ting justice run its course, adds |

AFP.

Many of the thousands of sup-
porters listening to his speech
yesterday, wanted to see for-
mer dictator Augusto Pinochet
stand trial. As Mr Lagos
pledged that under his govern-
ment all would be equal before
the law, the crowd in
Constitution Square here
roared: “Trial for Pinochet!”

While Mr Lagos has support-
ed the current Chilean govern-
ment’s demands that the for-
mer dictator be sent home
rather than face trial in Spain,
he has also previously made it
clear that he wants Pinochet to
face the courts in Chile.

4
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QUITO (Ecuader), Jan. 22, —
Ecuador’s military chief said
early today that’a three-man
provisional junta that took
power after a chaotic rebellion
had been dissolved and that
the Vice President would
assume power.

Military chief Gen. Carlos
Mendoza said in an interview
on Ecuador Radio that he had
joined the junta to “prevent
bloodshed” and that he had left
the presidential palace with
rebellious troops after mid-
night. There was no immediate
word on when or if Vice
President Gustavo Noboa
would assune the presidency.
Nor was there any confirma-
tion that President Jamil
Mahuad had resigned the
office.

sion to dissolve the junta came
after discussions with US offi-
cials. The development fol-
lowed a confusing whirlwind of
events that began yesterday
when Indian rebels joined by
junior military officers stormed
the Supreme Court and
Congress demanding Mr
Mahuad’s ouster.

Gen. Mendoza, chairman of
Ecuador’s joint chiefs and
defence minister since last
week, later requested Mr
Mahuad’s resignation, and the
President abandoned the presi-
dential palace.

Scores of heavily armed sol-
diers in combat fatigues took
over the palace and Gen.
Mendoza announced late on
Friday the formation of a
three-man provisional junta
consisting of him, an Indian
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USA nudges Ecuador
junta to step down

ASSOCIATED PRESS [ AJ.SL’J) u ‘" Gen. Mendoza said his deci-

leader and a former Supreme
Court judge. But Ecuador’s
neighbours and the USA stri-
dently objected, and US offi-
cials said any overthrow of the
constitutional order would
mean a severing of aid from
Washington and a boycott by
international investors.

Mr Carlos Solorzano, the for-
mer Supreme Court judge who
was part of the junta, told AP
that Mr Mahuad would be
tried, although he did not spec-
ify for what. Many
Ecuadoreans accuse Mr
Mahuad of protecting corrupt
bankers and officials.

Gen. Mendoza told reporters
that the junta did not know Mr
Mahuad’s whereabouts.

In his only public appearance
of the day, Mr Mahuad insisted
on TV that he had no intention
of stepping down.
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_Chile rolls up
- red carpet . .

for Pinochet ',

FROM CLIFFORD KRAUSS {)/?\9

Santiago, Jan. 23: The Chilean
government and armed forces
have decided that there will be no
official welcoming ceremony
should Gen. Augusto Pinochet re-
turn to Chile in the coming days
from London, where he has been
under house arrest on human
rights charges for 15 months.

The government hopes to dis-
courage strong reactions by both
the former dictator’s supporters
and his detractors on his return,
which is expected as early as this
week.

After his arrest on a Spanish
warrant in October 1998, there
were weeks of demonstrations by
his supporters as well as by
human rights groups that mo-
bilised in support of a Spanish
judge hoping to extradite the gen-
eral to stand trial in Madrid.

But the intensity of the reac-
tions here has subsided through
the months of legal procedures, so
much so that the news from Lon-
don that a team of doctors had
found Pinochet too ill to stand
trial brought little public re-
sponse.

British home secretary Jack
Straw, who is reviewing appeals
by human rights groups to release
the medical examination results,
is expected to announce this week
whether the general will return
home.

éhile has dispatched an air
rke Boeing 707 to London and
plang to fly Pinochet either to the
provincial town of Iquique, where
he has a residence, or to Santiago.
Officials say the top military com-
manders will welcome him.

“He is going to have a recep-
tion given by the military authori-
ties,” said defence minister Ed-
mundo Perez Yoma, “but there
will not be any kind of public cere-
mony. Most likely he will check
into the military hospital for an
extensive examination.”

Both human rights groups and
Pinochet supporters will probably
demonstrate outside the hospital.
But Congresswoman Isabel Al-
lende, daughter of Salvador Al-
lende, the President who died dur-
ing the coup led by the general,
said she expected a subdued reac-
tion to his return.

“The day Jack Straw an-
nounced the examination re-
sults,” she said, “only 50 people
gathered at the Pinochet Founda-
tion. I saw they had 20 people
demonstrating outside the British
embassy. He’s coming back to a
different country. The right has
washed their hands of him, espe-
cially Joaquin Lavin, who during
his presidential campaign com-
pletely distanced himself from
him.” Lavin narrowly lost the
presidential race last week to Ri-
cardo Lagos, a moderate socialist.
NEW YORK TIMES V1v|§ SERVICE
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Elian’s ordeal ‘takes on mythical halo

WASHINGTON, JAN. 29. The six-year-old boy at
the centre of an international custody battle
was feted on Friday as an “anti- imperialist”
icon in his Cuban homeland and compared
to Che Guevara.

-\

The political idolisatio \of Eliﬁ gonzalez
in Cuba, where his pictire was carried by
thousands of students o a torchlit march
through Havana, contrasted with his treat-
ment in Miami, where he id staying with rela-
tives. The boy's rescue from the sea off
Florida, where he floated for almost three
days after a shipwreck that cost the life of his
mother and nine other would-be refugees,
has been hailed as miraculous.

Some Cuban-Americans are beginning to
speak of the little boy in quasi-religious terms
as a representation of the “salvation” of their
island home from communism. Back in Ha-
vana, where a two-month campaign has been
waged to bring Elian home, the regime of Mr.
Fidel Castro used the anniversary of the birth
of a 19th-century independence fighter as its
latest forum for demanding the boy’s return.
In speeches marking the 147th anniversary of
the birth of Jose Marti, Communist Party offi-
cials said Elian had become “‘converted for
ever into a symbol of the crimes and injustic-

-

es that imperialism is capable of committing
against an innocent child”.

The comparison with Che Guevara, the Ar-
gentine guerilla who helped bring Mr. Castro
to power in 1959, was made in a front-page
editorial in the official daily paper Granma.
Elian’s father, Mr. Juan Miguel, has called re-
peatedly for the return of his son. Both Mr.
Juan Miguel’s mother and his ex-wife’s moth-
er have been travelling around America,
meeting the boy on Wednesday and lobbying
members of Congress.

Meanwhile, his great-uncles and cousins in
Miami have been taking court action to keep
him in Florida. There, his value to political
activists in the anti-Castro movement has
been augmented by rumours about Elian’s
survival that have turned the story into a mir-
acle tale. One bystander waiting for a rare
appearance of the boy outside the house in
Miami’s Little Havana district said: “Like God
saved Moses from the water, so he saved
Elian. God has a purpose for him. That's why
he was saved.”

Stories about his ordeal at sea have taken
on mythical aspects. One circulating among
the 800,000-strong Cuban community in
Miami is that Elian told the fishemyho

found him that dolphins had warded off
sharks as he clung to an inner tube. Cam-
paigners have printed 200,000 postcards with
a picture by a local artist showing the boy
riding three dolphins beneath a beacon of
supernatural light. They are urging locals to
send the cards to the White House.

When 100 dolphins recently beached
themselves in the Florida Keys, some in Little
Havana said it was a protest by the animals
against a decision by the U.S. Immigration
and Naturalisation Service (INS) to send the
boy home. On Friday, Elian’s Miami relatives
denied that they had offered to pay the boy’s
father in exchange for custody of his son.
They sought to counter a claim made by the
INS as it went to court to fight their federal
lawsuit to block Elian’s return to Cuba.

The INS cited an interview with Mr. Gon- |
zalez in Cuba last year in which he said the
Miami family had offered him money and
had pressured Elian to stop him returning to
Cuba. A spokesman for the Miami relatives,
said: “If they had offered Juan Miguel two
million dollars he would have caught the fas-
test boat in Cuba to come over. “We deny it 4
is completely untrue.” — ©Telegrap
Limited, London, 2000.
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