Pak recalls envoy
'Dhaka, for his remar

Mubashir Zaidi 6"7" f
Islamabad, December 1 ~

regrets to Bangladesh and

recalled its Deputy High
Commissioner Irfan-ur-Rehman
Raja from Dhaka, following a
strong protest over the controversy
created by the diplomat's remarks
about 1971 incidents, who alleged
that it was Awami League, not the
Pakistan Army which was responsi-
ble for war atrocities.

"We regret the controversy creat-
¢d by the reported remarks of the
deputy high commissioner made at
a217seminar in Dhaka on November

In the circumstances, it has
become impossible for the officer
to effectively carry out his duties
and responsibilities as a member of
the high commission.

~The government has, ther:ﬁe,

PAKISTAN HAS offered

decided - to transfer him
Dhaka," a fom%;x
_spokesman conveyed the decision

- to Bangladesh's ambassador : to

Islamabad last evening.
The government's decision came
after Pakistan's High

'71 war atrocities

Commissioner in Dhaka sent a
detailed report of the incident,
which provoked the Bangladesh
authorities and sparked a series of

PAKIB‘I‘AN’S AILING eco

my has received a much needed
‘breather after the country oh
1 rsday received the first

protests in Dhaka calling for expul-
sion of the diplomat. The angry
rotestors have burnt Pakistani
ags and gave December 4 as the

frgm

H-

deadline for the expulgion of the
diplomat.

Bangladesh officially summoned
Pakistan's High Comnfissioner in
Dhaka on Wednesday pnd lodged
an official protest over deputy high
commissioner - Irfan-ur-Rehman
Raja's remarks in a seminar in
Dhaka on November 27. There he
alleged that it was ntot the Pakistan
Army but the Awami League’
activists who initiated violence in
Bangladesh during 1971 insur-
gency, which resulted in cru_éﬁ
of Bangladesh which was

Pakistan before that.
According to reports,
Bangladeshi Foreign Minister

Abdus Samad Azad has weltomed
the withdrawal of the diplomat by
th&/‘ galkistan Government, .
ile  expressing  regrets
gakisltacril " has alsg thuked
angladesh to put aside :
and build a strong reltltim‘ugrt
The Foreign office spokesman
that the events of 1971 were a
tragedy both for Pakistan and
Bangladesh.
This incident has further strained

Pakistan's yatiom with
Vi

Bangladesh.



fak Bangla relations hit all-time low

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, December 4

Lt

PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH relations

took a body blow last week when the Pak

deputy commissioner in Dhaka, Irfan-ur
Rahaman Raja, stated at a seminar that the
Bangladeshi death count on the 1971 genocide
caused by the West Pakistani Army was an exag-
geration.

In the outburst of public emotion that fol-
lowed, Islamabad announced it would withdraw
this diplomat. But Islamabad did not inform the
Bangladesh foreign office of Rahaman's date of
departure. Whether it was a slip or a deliberate
avoidance of niceties, the matter has been
played up in the Dhaka Press as it rubbed salt
into injured Bangldeshi sentiments.

General Pervez Musharraf's coup of the clect-
ed civilian Pak Government led to hostile rela-
tions with the Sheikh Hasina Government. In

S&tember, the Bangladesh Prime Minister told
the United Nations Security Council that mili-
tary coups should not be tolerated. General
Musharraf cancelled the appointment with her
the following day.

Though Pakistan realised its folly in hurting
India's neighbour and sent feelers to make up
for the slight, the damage had already been
done. The Raja incident has, according to a top
Bangladeshi official, made things tough for pro-
Pakistan eclements in Dhaka and smoothened
matters for those who trust India more.

India, though not party to this exchange of
rhetoric, is undoubtedly interested in this side-
light to the great sub-continental conflict raging
over Kashmir. Under Begum Hasina, relations
between the two countries had been steadily
deteriorating over the 1971 question, largely
because of the her Government's insistence on
resurrecting the role played by her father,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rehman in the
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birth of the nation.

Nawaz Shariff had offered token apprecmnon
because he could not give the apology Hasina
demanded because pressure from the Army.
But General Musharraf was hostile to the ‘sug-
gestion. His formulation on the issue ‘was
"Bangladesh should move forward".

Bangladesh's relations with India cooled in thq
1970s and 1980s. Its military regimes mended
fences with China and built an Islamic blood
bond with Pakistan in their bid to appease the
Jamaat-¢-Islami, which was politically a major
force.

Begum Zia, known in the country as a fierce
India-baiter, followed up with this policy much
to India's concern.Begum Hasina faces elections
next year and in this context, the continued
whipping of Pakistan in popular Bangladeshi
imagination can only work in favour of New
Delhi, which is anxious to see the ami
League stay in power.
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. Tles with Pak. will not
“be affected: Hasina '*

vy

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, DEC. 17. Two days after the
expulsion of the controversial Pa-
kistan diplomat from Dhaka, the
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
has asked Islamabad to appreciate
the sovereignty of the country and
recognise the fact that Bangladesh
came into being by defeating Pa-
kistan in a bloody War of Liber-
ation.

“Pakistanis should remember
that Bangladesh achieved its inde-
pendence by defeating them in the
War of Liberation in 1971,” she
told a press briefing today orga-
nised by the Overseas Correspond-
ents Association Bangladesh.

Pakistan expressed its ‘“‘sur-
prise” and termed ‘‘unfortunate”
the expulsion of its Deputy High
Commissioner who had to leave
the country on the night of De-
cember 15 after Dhaka declared
him person non-grata. Replying to
newspersons’ queries, the Bangla-
desh leader also mentioned that
“it will be difficult to erase the scar
that was caused to our nationhood
by the Pakistanis by their barba-
rous activities during the War of
Liberation”.

Sheikh Hasina also advised Isla-
mabad to send such diplomats to

Irfan-ur Rehman Raza
Bangladesh who are aware of the
history of this country and their
sensitivities on issues like the War
of Liberation and related matters.
Referring to the expulsion of the
Pakistani Deputy High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Irfan-ur-Rehman Raza,
she said, ‘Islamabad should know
it well that Bangladesh is neither a
part nor a province of Pakistan
now.”

Mr. Raza's expulsion came fol-
lowing widespread protests over
his “uncalled for and derogatory”

remarks on the War df Liberation
and the role of Banglaglesh Awami
League during the war in 1971.

Bangladesh took the decision of

expulsion because of the “inac-
tion” of Pakistan which, after an-
nouncing the withdrawal of its
diplomat on November 30, did
nothing so far.

The Prime Minister said her
Government maintained “utmost
restraint on the issue, but Pakistan
delayed to take back its diplomat
under one pretext or other”. De-
spite the undesirable develop-
ment, she did not think that there
would be any ‘‘negative effect” in
the relation with [slamabad.

Referring to Bangladesh’s rela-
tionship with India, the Prime
Minister said, it was “extremely
cordial” as most issues like the
most pressing problems of Ganges
water sharing have been sorted
out.

She said Bangladesh had been
flooded by Indian goods because
the BNP Government allowed
them (India) under SAPTA without
taking reciprocal advantage. Now
that Bangladesh was being provid-
ed duty-free access of its good to
India, efforts had to be made to
produce more exportables, she
added.
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MARCHING ORDERS
Dhaka-Islamabad ties hit new |°§X~

EVER before have Bangladesh-Pakistan ties h
low as they have following the expulsion of Mr Irfan |
Raza, Pakistan’s deputy high commissioner in Dhaka.
Although bilateral relations have been under considerable
strain since September when General Pervez Musharraf
slighted Sheikh Hasina by cancelling an appointment with .
her for deprecating military takeovers, never have they
reached a stage when a senior diplomat of the other country °
has to be declared persona non grata. It was expected that
relations would improve after Islamabad announced the .
recall of Mr Raza following his arrogant outburst at a Dhaka °
seminar where he rejected Bangladesh’s demand that
Pakistan apologise for the crimes committed in 1971. But
that was not to be. Mr Raza kept reiterating his earlier
assertions. Most of his offensive remarks were made at
functions hosted by Muslim fundamentalist, groups whose
links in Pakistan are well known. W
Sheikh Hasina is right in saying that e expu’lx was
necessitated by the Pakistani diplomat hurting Bangladesh’s
feelings by speaking against its independence ‘and
sovereignty. Pakistan would have done the same to {ny
foreign diplomat. Actually Mr Raza’s statement was meant to
articulate the view that some constituents of the BNP-led
four party opposition combine have always held regardingthe
liberation war leading to the break-up of Pakistan. The role
of these pro-Pakistani parties' is well known. Like the
Pakistani military establishment, they have been unable to
accept the reality of Bangladesh and are out to undermine it
in every possible way so as to serve notice on the pro-
liberation forces that those opposed to the creation of
Bangladesh have the strength and boldness to proclaim it
openly. There is little doubt that Mr Raza was testing the
waters for those who hope to sweep back to power in next
year’s poll by undermining the principles on which :
Bangladesh was founded. The fundamentalist outfits are
desperate since another poll victory for the Awami League-

led pro-liberation forces would sound their death-knell. /f
7/
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HASINA' 5 STRAT }Y

Grownng Allenatlon From P Istan

has been following a very
constant and consistent
policy vis-a-vis Pakistan and
India for quite some time now.
This has had an impact not
only on the country’s foreign
relations but also on domestic
politics. Various events have
indicated that she is achieving
one success after another and
the four-party oppoesition com-
prising the Bangladesh Natio-
nalist Party, the Jatiya Party,
the Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Islami Oikkya Jote is becoming
more and more helpless.
Though during the .
last days of his office, |
the father of the na- |
tion of Bangladesh, |
Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
- man had tried to im-
_ prove relations with
Pakistan by wvisiting
that country in Feb-
ruary 1974 to attend
the Islamic summit,
the present Prime
Minister is not mis-
sing any opportunity
to sour relations with
Pakistan from which
Bangladesh seceded
in December 1971. It
began with the treat-
ment meted out to
the Pakistan chief
executive, 'General
Pervez Musharraf, during the
September session of the UN
General Assembly by Sheikh
Hasina.  {

MILI RULE

Her stategpent on the rule of
the military in various parts of
the world ;— aimed conspi-
cuously at General Musharraf
~ was enough to offéend the
Pakistani suler, and a sche-
duled meeting between the two
did not take place.

By asking for a copy of the
Hamudur Rehman Commis-
sion Reports (1972, 1974)
which had probed the failure of
the Pakistan army in the 1971
war as also the atrocities
commiitted by the Yahya Khan
administration, the Bangla-
desh government has embar-
rassed its Pakistan counter-
part. To make matters worse
for the Pakistani authorities,
there is now a persistent de-
mand from some Pakistani
politicians, human rights acti-
vists and intellectuals to know
what atrocities the military
committed on  Bangladeshis
which is reported to have

sulted in the killing of three
million people.

Significantly, these segments
of Pakistani society now want
to know the reasons for dis-
memberment of Jinnah’s Pak-
istan in 1971, and they also
expect Islamabad to apologise
officially. Ms Asma Jehangir,
human rights activist of Pakis-
tan, and others have demanded
trial and punishment of those
who committed crimes against
humanity in 1971. A truly
embarrassing situation has
been created for Pakistan even
by its own people.

The situation was further
complicated by the Pakistan’s
Deputy High Commissioner to
Bangladesh, Mr Irfan Raza, on
27 November, while partici-
pating at a seminar on Bangla-
desh’s foreign policy at Dhaka.
Raza not only chose the
occasion to criticise the ruling
Awami League — which had
‘ndeed led the freedom move-
nent of the country under the
tewardship of Sheikh Mujibur

SHEIKH Hasina Wajed

The author is Hon. Director,
South Asian Studies Founda-
tion, New Delhi.

By PARMANAND

Rahman — but also termed
Bengali freedom fighters “mis-
creants”. Raza also questioned
the logic in Dhaka asking for
apology from Islamabad for the
events of 1971. Should Pak-
istan apologise, he asked, for
its own dismemberment.
Raza’s remarks led to wides-
pread condemnation and wvio-
lent street agitations. Pakis-
tani flags were burnt. With the
exception of a few funda-
mentalist elements, the entire
country demanded Raza’s im-

1,100 million a year.

Quite naturally, Bangladesh
chose this opportunity to urge
India to allow greater access to
Bangladeshi goods in the
Indian market €nd extension of
communication links between
Dhaka and India’s eastern and
north-eastern regions. Satis-
fied with the present water-

I

sharing arrangements between .

the two countries, Bangladeshi |
officials are now keen to take ’

up the Teesta water issue.

Security issues constitute a -
significant component of Indo-

Bangladesh relations. It is
, noteworthy that
| while Bangladesh
faces the Bay of
Bengal to the south,
t is bordered by
India along a 4,053-
km stretch except for
a 193-km border with
Myanmar to
southeast.

In the past, India

transit of arms to
insurgents in the
north-east. On the
4 other hand,
wants Bangladesh to

leaders of the United

mediate expulsion. Obviously,
this fitted well into Sheikh
Hasina’s strategy. For the first
time in its history, a diplomat
was declared persona non
grata.

In yet another move to spite
Pakistan, Sheikh Hasina on 16
November described as “non-
binding” the Islamabad-spon-
sored Organisation of Islaic
Conference resolution adopted
in Doha asking member-states
to support the right of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
to self-determination and said
Dhaka wanted the Kashmir
issue to be solved bilaterally
between India and Pakistan. In
the past, BNP leader Begum
Khaleda Zia and JP leader
Hussain Mohammad Ershad
had shown some sympathy
with Pakistan.

ERSHAD

Quite significantly, in the
midst of all these develop-
ments, the Opposition is
finding its position embar-
rassing. The imprisonment of
HM Ershad has, if anything,
weakened the Opposition
further. Analysts, however, feel
even a free Ershad could not
have altered the situation. In
any case, the Opposition has
not been able to mobilise the
people against the government.

The visit of Bangladesh
foreign minister Abdus Samad
Azad and foreign secretary CM
Shafi Sami to New Delhi in
December has, beyond doubt,
brought an obvious upswing in
the ties between the two South
Asian states. The occasion was
the annual foreign office
consultation but various fac-
tors joined together to bring the
two countries very close.

Sheikh Hasina had rightly
said last year that competition
for economic investment in
Bangladesh had now become a
global phenomenon. She also
stressed that her government
was committed to building up a
“Sonar Bangla” free from
poverty, hunger and illiteracy
and stressed India's impor-
tance in making Bangladesh’s
economy stable and stronger.
Bangladesh at present exports
goods worth $70 to 90 million
to the Indian market whereas
Indian exports stand at $900 to

Liberation Front of Assam
operating from its soil.

Moreover, India is looking for
energy supplies from Bangla-
desh, which has large deposits
of oil and gas.

IRRITANTS

Domestic political compul-
sions are often coming in the
way but during the prime
ministership of Sheikh Hasina,
India has been able to remove
several irritants — including
those of the Chakma refugees,
the Ganga waters and the 1972

Treaty of Peace and Friend- -

ship. Sadly, though, the Bang-
ladesh Opposition is never
tired of describing any mutu-
ally advantageous agree-ment
or settlement as a “sell-out”. In
view of the upcoming parlia-
mentary polls in the country,
Sheikh  Hasina's  Awami
League government has to be
careful.

Significantly, Bangladesh and
India also discussed infra-
structural projects involving

the

had asked Bangla- .
desh to take active '
steps to curb the

India -

revival of their cross-border

and road and rail links. On its
part, India is looking for transit
rights from Bangladesh, which
will reduce transportation
costs.

Unfortunately, this issue, too,
has to be sorted out in the light
of the domestic political milieu.
Dhaka is equally keen to settle
the issue of 111 Indian en-
claves in Bangladesh and 53
Bangladeshi enclaves in India
which often gives rise to ten-
sion among the villagers on the
border.

India and Bangladesh have
agreed to form working groups
to resolve all “boundary related
matters”. At the end of the
foreign office consultation, both

sides agreed that the working

groups -would lock into the
demarcation of the six-km
segment of their boundary and
oversee the exchange of some
enclaves,

Bangladesh’s growing aliena-
tion from Pakistan is a ref-
lection of the new relatively
secular nationalism among
young Bangladeshis which dis-
appoints the powers that be
in Islamabad and the hand-
ful of fundamentalists in
Bangladesh. It may force
Pakistan to think again.

;m




! REUTERS

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 30. — Paki-
stan today released a judicial
report on its 1971 war with In-
dia over Bangladesh. The rep-

. ort, kept under wraps for about |

. quarter of a century, blames
\ Pakistan’s defeat on the Army
‘leadershlp of the time and

| recommends that they be put |

\r on trial.

! mid-1970s by former Chief Jus-

' tice Hamoodur Rehman, was
declassified by the Musharraf
government.

The Hamoodur Rahman Com-
mission report accuses the Ge-
nerals of a “premature and
shameful surrender”. It says:
“Dhaka could have been held
for several days more. Things
had not yet come to such a pass
in east pakistan as to warrant
an immediate surrender.”

The then-military ruler Gen
Yahya Khan, who ste; down

The report, compiled in the |

ZA Bhutto with daughter Benazir and Indira Gandbi at Simla in 1972.
— A Statesman file photograph

* -

after Pakistan’s defeat in
December 1971, “permitted and
even instigated” the surrender.
The report says he should be
publicly tried along with some
other senior military colleagues.
Yahya Khan died some years
after the war but some of his key
colleagues are alive. They are all
retired and live on pension.

The report said the surrender
of over 90,000 military and pa-
ramilitary personnel, who were
made prisoners of war, was be-
cause of the “cumulative effect
of a number of factors namely,
political, moral, psychological
and military.”

The prisoners were released
under a 1972 peace accord sign-

THE STATESMAD
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ed by Indira Gandhi and Zulfi-
kar Ali Bhutto.

The report blames Bhutto for
“a lack of political foresight” in
opposing a parliamentary sess-
ion in Dhaka — a move that
provoked Bangladeshi leaders.

“We can’t resist the conclusion '
that there has been a serious
failure on the part of the army
general headquarters in the
matter of guiding, directing
and influencing the battles
either in East Pakistan or in
West Pakistan,” it adds.

Witnesses cited the mxhtary’s
continued involvement ih run-
ning the governinent by martiai
law as a reason for eorruption
among senior military officers.
“This moral degenergtion and

/eport slams generals

L,\’ ns\\_

.inefficiency of senior army com-

manders had been attributed
by and large by all concerned to
their prolonged and continued
involvement in martial law

B See REPOR! : page 9




_KEPORT:

(Continued from page 1)

] /"(,.
duties since %9587\ 'b\ W/

The report said: “Eve
responsible service officer
have asserted before us tha
because of corruption resultin
from such invelvement, th
lust for wine and women an
greed for lands and house:
several senior army officers
particularly those occupyin
high positions, had lost no
only their will to fight but als
their professional competenc
for taking vital and eciitic
decisions.”

The comnission blamed ¢
start of the 1971 violence
the Awami League Party
Bangladesh, but admitte
military ekcesses against th
people. “Our examination of th
available evidence shows tha
there is substance in the alleg
ations that during and after th
military action, excesses wer
indeed committed on the peopl:
of East Pakistan, although th
versions and estimate pu
forward -by Dhaka authoritie
are highly coloured and exagg
erated,” it said. The repc:
recommended the a high-pow
ered court look into the alle
gations of atrocities committe
by the Pakistani army.

The government has v«
given any indication whether -
will  take action again
surviving former Pakistarn
Generals for alleged crime
committed in bangladesh.

Gen Musharraf had earlie
said termed incidents in 197
as a political and militar
debacle, so calls for generals t
be tried were not fair.

But Bangladeshi Prim
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, ha
repeatedly demanded tha
Pakistan make a publi
apology for alleged atrocitie
by its troops in Bangladesh.

Islamabad has asked Dhak.
not to revive such memories
saying they could damage th
prospects of better n-lations/

“QIAW
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Pak-Bangla relations
come under strain"

Dhake, September 10 WM4#1 Sheikh Hasina's acidic rembrks

RELATIONS BETWEEN
Bangladesh and Pakistan seem to
have suddenly come under strain
following the cancellation of the
meeting between Bangladesh
Prime Minister Hasina Wajed and
Pakistan’s military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf in New York
yesterday, according to analysts
and media here today.

In a surprise development, Gen.
Musharraf did not turn up for the
scheduled meeting with Sheikh
Hasina at the United Nations
headquaters, after a hard-hitting
speech by the Bangladeshi Prime
Minister at the UN Millennium
Summit.

Addressing the summit on
Friday, Sheikh Hasina had called

(sa10ua8Y’)

Passiu Aumyzoldo ue I
“§oeqIas © JOU, sem Jp ples ‘Suon
-g[a1 Uuay3Susis Iayiing, 01 159D

! e Swssaxdxs Jeiretsnpy U O3 191
-19] ® 19A0 puey o) euistH WPIRUS
Jo AoAuS [eroads e se jsndny o1el Ut
PEQRIIE]S] PIYSIA oym < TWeS JN

"3UOP 8q POo ey 323 T AlfEd!

THE HINDUSTAN

pres

against military takeover might
have prompted Gen. Musharraf to
abstain.

The UNB quoted a Bangladeshi
diplomat as describing it as a “sud-
den development”.

The meeting, on the sidelines of
the summit, was set up at the
request of the Pakistani military
ruler who seized power last
October, overthrowing the elected
government of Nawaz Sharif.

Bangladesh’s UN representative
Anwarul Karim Chowdhury said:
“We are not sure what the reasons
are, but it came as a surprise”.

Rezaul Katim, a former diplomat
and foreign affairs adviser to
Bangladeshi Opposition leader
Khaleda Zia, told reporters that
“if one requested & =oot -
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ﬁ\ﬁ asina’s point w&“
ITS FARTE

with an assertion for democracy at the recent
UN Millennium Summit where Sheikh Hasina Wajed, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister, urged action against countries
where coups have countermanded civilian rule. But it is now
threatening to snowball into a first rate row between Dhaka
and Islamabad. She had not named any country in her speech,
making only a broad reference that is in tune with the world’s
present political mood. Indeed, in our own region, the senti-
ment which Sheikh Hasina voiced applies as much to Myanmar
as to Pakistan, But General Pervez Musharraf was quick to take
umbrage while the generals in Yangon have maintained a
diplomatic silence. Pakistan’s military CEQ cancelled his
scheduled meeting with the Bangladesh Prime Minister after
her speech and his Foreign Minister went a step further, accus-
ing her of acting at India’s behest, a ludicrous charge promptly
denied by Bangladesh.

Making matters worse, Gen, Musharraf asked Dhaka not to
live in the past when Sheikh Hasina demanded an apology from
Pakistan for the events of 1971 and also asked Islamabad to
release the sensational Hamoodur Rehman report, which is the
official history of the Pakistan army’s rampage, and debacle, in
the former East Pakistan, The Bangladesh demand is hardly
likely to be conceded, but the report has touched a raw nerve
in Bangladesh, reviving memories of the Gestapo-style killings
by the Pakistan army. The revelations of the Hamoodur report
have triggered a controversy in Pakistan as well on the role of
politicians vis-a-vis that of the army in the context of the 1971
dismemberment of Pakistan. Gen. Musharraf has expectedly
sided with the army, but it has done little to bolster his image
as a ruler in fatigues who has throttled democracy.

Perhaps, instead of getting bogged down in petty recrimina-
tions, Gen. Musharraf could have pondered how Bangladesh,
previously regarded as a ‘basket case’, has benefited greatly by
remaining a democracy while his own country is sinking into a
fundamentalist quagmire. In contrast, Bangladesh’s promising
weonomic indices and the empowerment of women are gradu-
ally being widely noticed and admired. In New York, Sheikh
Hasina was, thus, only spreading a message about the virtues of
democracy whose validity is undeniable.

MHE KINDUSTAN TDE




/ BROTHERSIN ’RMS"”
?\O Hasina Wajed Galls Musharrafsbluff\ &

LOSE on the heels of Vajpayee’s denying Musharraf hi
chosen appellation as Pakistan’s “Chief Executive” in his
customary address to the head of state while overflying
Pakistani territory, Hasina Wajed referred to him as a “self-
proclaimed chief executive” and criticised the military rule he
has clamped on his country, indicating that while Musharraf
may have had success in presenting a fait accompli to
Pakistan, he is in no danger of winning the popularity stakes
in his subcontinental neighbourhood. Musharraf had urged
Bangladesh to forget the “mistakes” of the past since both
“Pakistan and Bangladesh are brothers”, which must have
evoked atavistic memories in Wajed of the time when those
“mistakes” caused the Pakistani army to kill 200,000 of its
“brothers”, the figure cited by American media reports of the
1971 war. Quite logically, she has asked for an apology for
Pakistan’s behaviour of the time. This is quite moderate, so
far as demands go — had it been, let us say, European Jews
after the holocaust, they would have asked for, in addition to
an apology, heavy financial compensation, as well as a hand-
ing over of those principally responsible for the massacres in
erstwhile East Pakistan, to be put on trial for war crimes.
What makes the apology demand topical is the probe within
Pakistan of the army’s role in the 1971 war, as well as
demands by Pakistani political leaders and army officers for
action against those responsible for genocide. Such a cleans-
ing, however, would call the army’s role in the Pakistani polity
into question. Expectedly, Musharraf has ruled out action on
the probe report. For the same reason, he is not likely to
accede to Wajed’s demand. Within the context of Bangladesh’s
domestic politics, the demand represents a struggle for its
very soul, as anti-liberation fundamentalists recently attempt-
ed to kill Wajed with a 76 kg time bomb placed near the ros-
trum of a public rally. The issue is one over which the 1971
war was fought, but which doesn’t seem settled yet — is
' Bangladesh a sovereign and democratic nation, or is it a hand-
maiden of a larger Islamic entity within the subcontinent?
Musharraf no doubt would like to move it towards the latter,
which would give legitimacy to his authoritarian politics with-
in Pakistan as well as the attempt to foment jehad in
Kashmir. By the same token, India would do well to support
democratlc interests in Paklstan as Wajed has done.
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, SEPT\17. Bangladesh has strongly refut-
ed the Pakistani military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s charge that the recent statement
by the Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, at the
United Nations Security Council condemning
overthrow of elected governments by militar-
ies was an interference in the internal affairs of
that country.

Sheikh Hasina's remark was not directed at
any particular country but was a policy state-
ment. “The statement enunciated the belief,
ideals and conviction of the people, the Gov-
ernment and the Prime Minister regarding the
dispensation of government as Bangladesh
envisages for the next millennium.”

Gen. Musharraf, on his return to Karachi
from the U.N. Millennium Summit on Friday,
reportedly said that some of the statements of

Sheikh Hasina were ‘“‘direct interference” in
Pakistan’s "internal affairs”. :

Refuting Gen. Musharraf’s charge, Mr. Shafi
said the Prime Minister’s statement was a “vi-
sionary one”. It was made in the “context of
the long struggle that Bangladesh has made
for ensuring a democratic dispensation. It was
a reflection of the struggle of the Prime Minis-
ter herself for ensuring a democratic polity.”

The Foreign Secretary, Mr. C. M. Shafi, said

On her return from New York last week,
Sheikh Hasina reiterated what she stated at
the U.N. and mentioned that it was
nothing new for her. “It was only a repetition
of what I have been saying for a long time"' she
said. “I could not understand why he (Pervez
Musharraf) has taken it personally.”

Sheikh Hasina also called for the trial of the
Pakistani war criminals who carried out geno-
cide in Bangladesh in 1971 and wanted Pakis-
tan to apologise to the people of Bangladesh.

Understandably, Sheikh Hasina's statement
in the U.N. and the subsequent reaction from
Gen. Musharraf have caused a diplomatic
stand-off between the two countries, the first-
ever after Bangladesh achieved independence
from Pakistan through a bloody war of liber-
ation in 1971.

While most leading Bangladesh dailies and
the pro- liberation lobby have congratulated
Sheikh Hasina on her “bold and just state-
ment", the major Opposition BNP and its alli-
ance partners have remained silent on the
issue. They have also refrained from com-
menting on the allegations of Gen. Musharraf.

Sheikh Hasina, who inaugurated her party’s
“election office” in Dhaka on Friday, accused
the Begum Khaleda Zia-led Opposition alli-
ance of “conspiring” to turn Bangladesh into a
province of Pakistan again. She said, “The de-

Dhaka denies interfering in C)’M |
Islamabad’s internal affairs ©

feated forces of 1971 are active to turn Bangla-
desh into Pakistan again.” She also expressed
the optimism that the people would support
her party in the coming general election.

A similar hope was expressed by Begum
Khaleda Zia, saying her alliance would form
the next government.

Several Pakistani dailies, including the The
News have quoted Pakistani officials as saying
that Sheikh Hasina’s observations “‘caused a
dent in the proposed peace {nitiative she (Ha-
sina) was supposed to launch at the sidelines
of the U.N. Millennium Summit”.

Reuters reports:

Chittagong port was virtually paralysed to-
day by a day-long strike called by Opposition
student groups, port officials said. There was
partial cargo handling at the country’s main
port, where 31 ships were at berths and in the
outer anchorage, but deliveries were halted
because of lack of transport, they said.

The strike was called by the All-Party Stu-
dents’ Union, protesting against alleged ha-
rassment of Opposition leaders and activists
by security forces. The APSU groups the stu-
dent wings of major Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Bangladesh Nationalist Party of
Begum Zia. '
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- "that Islamabad not o

OUTH Asia is agog with the fat-

_ “est political -opera unfolding -

across the canvas of the Indian

Sheikh Hasina of BangJadesh gathersup

the courage to ask the rulers.of Pakistan

some questions about the brutal and
bloody circumstances of her nafion’scre-
ation 29 years ago, the region is keenly

- watching the outcorhe of the argument

. between thie Lady ahd the General.
..., .. Speaking in Parliament before it was
prorogued last week, Hasina lashed out

. at “Pakistani lovers” who continued to.

live in Bangladesh. She also demanded
] gtve Dhaka a
.._capy of the Hamoodur Teport
.on the role of Pakistan’s army in
Bangladesh’s liberation war of 1971 but
; also apologise for the “genocide” it un-
. leashed there:

VA

Bangladesh" Why are they creating
chaos? They have no right to stay-here.

. Theyshould go to that country and letus

live in peace... Pakistan must apologise
for the crimes it committed... War crimi-
nalsshould be brought to trial,” she said.

~Hasina’s first outburst against the.

General came during her speech at the
UN millennium summit on September
7. Without naming Pakistan or Mushar-

‘raf, Hasina lashed out at dictatorships

which had toppled constitutionally

- elected governments, and called upon
, the world body to treat them as unac- -
* ceptable regimes.

The matter would have ended there
Nobody expected the General toreact to

the-Lady’s remarks. That kind of bitter .

back and forthness is usually the trade-
mark of the Indians and the Pakistanis,
analysts said. Until Musharraf, on his re-
turn horne from New York, clearly stung

WhydotlmePakmamlovexshvem

arks that \'9/

A

by the comments, told re-
porters that Bangladesh - |
was “interfering” in his oountry’s mternal
affairs and that Islamabad would reject
anysuch attempt.

The General even admitted that he
had cancelled a meeting with her in New
York after her UN speech. “There was
no point in meeting her in such an at-
mosphere... I was polite and she was
hostile when we were sitting at one table
"during a function at the UN,” Mushar-
rafsaid.

pointed out that Hasina, at the Com-
monwealth summit in Durban, South
Africa, last November had eloquently —
and similarly—trashed -Pakistan. Her
speech (along with remarks by Nigerian
President Obasanjo), the analysts said,
had been instrumental in expelling Pak-
istan from the Councils of the Common-

NDIAN gxp--

Foreign policy analysts i the capltall

Revisiting the ghosts of 1971

EXPRESS FOCUS FOREIGN AFFAIRS _ -

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s rem
Pakistan should apologise for the brutalities its army

committed during the liberation of Bangladesh has rocked
relatlons between the two countries. JYOTIMALHOTRA reports

wealth. But unlike m‘ Durban, the inci-

dent in New York took place in the full-

glare of the world’s arclights. For the first
time since she became prime minister
four years ago, Hasina had gone pubhc
about her private traumas.
Meanwhile, the Hamoodur Rah-
man report seeins to have electrified
Bangladesh. Newspapers are seriglising

- the story and the debate has acquired -
. the overtones of a fational catharsis.

The creation of Bangladesh in 1971 so
divided the country—the elite remained
traditionally pro-Pakistani, while the
proletariat was . pro-Bengali—both

groups realising that the nation was too "

fragile to Be subject to further introspec-
tive debate. Subsequent military
regimes repressed freedom of speech
and buried the debate—for another,

\
gentler time.

That time has arrived, it seems.
One anguished article in the Daily

Star, a Bangladeshi daily, last week .

said, “While Bangladeshis celebrate
December 16 as the Victory Day,
Pakistanis lament that it was the
day, Pgkistan was pieced. It has al-
ways been hard for them to accept
the fact that it had happened be-
cause of the brutal and oppressive
policy of the then ruling junta. Au-
thorities in Pakistan may try to
cover the genocide in Bangladesh
as the “debacle of East Pakistan”
or “Indian intervention in East
Pakistan”, but there is no denying
the fact that the Pakistani army
carried out one of the cold-blooded
massacres in human history.”

Round One, analysts say, has clearly
gone in favour of the Lady. One dark
night 25 years ago, Hasina’s father and
Bangladesh’s then Prime Minister Mu-
jib-ur Rahman was murdered in a mid-
night attack. The assassination plot was
so thoroughly planned that the entire
family—including young brothers and
sistexs of Hasina—were wiped out. The
only reason Hasina and her sister Re-
hanasurvived was because they were out
of the country at the time.

Analysts, even ‘those who feel that

Sheikh - Hasina’s attack against
Musharraf abroad was, in part, an at-
tack agamst the pro-Pakistani domestic
opposition, say théy understand- the
depth of her anguish. But one South

Sheikh Hasina’s |
attack against the
Pakistani military is,
in part, an attack
against the pro-
Pakistani domestic
opposition

Asian diplomat in the capital felt that
one of the immediate results of the al-
tercation was that it would now be far

more difficult for any SAARC political”

meeting to be held in the region, at
least in the immediate future.

One diplomat pointed out that

Hasina’s private trauma has so influ-
enced her life, that as the PM of a country
which is currently a non-permanent
member of the Security Council, she felt

- she needed to warn the world about the

possibility of such asituation repeating it-
selfin her country.

Evidently, justhefore the elections
in 1996 that brought Hasina’s Awami
League to power, Dhaka was rife with
rumours that the army would move in
to topple the caretaker administration
and impose martial law. It did not hap-
pen, but some now say that Hasina is
precisely warning against such a possi-
bility during elections that aretobe held
nextyear.

“She iswarningall those cantonment-
dependeént parties that have ruled Dhaka

for 12yearsoutof 29,” one an..,

ferring to the pro-Pakistani opp
“that she will do-everything in her po-
to protect Bangladesh’s nascent deme-

l;aldstan’s Foreign Minister Abdus
Sattar has not been as kind. Hasina, he
told the Pakistani press, was possibly be-

 ing privately encouraged by New Dethi:

to go public about her anger against Pak-

Jistan.

Almost unmed_lately and without
much demur, Hasina rejected the
charge. “Bangladesh is an independent

* and a sovereign state. Whatever we do

we do independently... we never do any-"
thing at other’sdictates.”

Atapress conference reported in de-
tail by the Bangladeshi press lastweek,
Hasina referred to her long struggle
against the military regimes of Ayub
Khan,YahyaK;han,Zlavur Rahmanand
H.M. Ershad, 4gd pledged to continue
her struggle for democracy.

“1 don’t know why Pervez Mushar-
raf took my words personally. He
should know that my views against mar-
tiatlaw are not new and that T always
stood for, democracy Gvertlmowmg
elected governments by the military is
never acceptable to us,” she told one
journalist. v

She toldanother that Dhaka had for-
mally asked * Islamabad for the
Hamoodur Rahman report. “But
they're dilly-dallying in giving the re-
port... Its publication will unveil Pak-
istan’sreal face to the world,” she said.




Pak.-Bangladesh ties
»" take a downturn

By Haroon Habib ) A\
DHAKA, SEPT. 23. Relations between)
Bangladesh and Pakistan have hit
an all-time low after the Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina’s sched-
uled meeting with Pakistan’s mil-
itary ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, on the sidelines of the

I U.N. millennium summit in New
. York was called off by the Pakista-

nis.

The reason for the abrupt can-
cellation of the meeting was
Sheikh Hasina’s forceful plea at
the U.N. Security Council against
toppling of democratic Govern-
ments by military leaders, and al-
so her demand that Pakistan
apologise to Bangladesh for the
crimes committed by that coun-
try’s army in 1971.

While Bangladesh has not tak-
en kindly to the cancellation of
the meeting, the remarks made by
Gen. Musharraf against Sheikh
Hasina were seen as “very harsh’".
The General accused Sheikh Hasi-
na of interfering in the internal af-
fairs of Pakistan through her
speech. He also wanted the Ban-
gladesh leader, whose party led
the country’'s war of liberation
against Pakistan in 1971, to bury
the past.

Diplomatic circles here feel that
this is for the first time relations
between the two countries have
witnessed such a sharp deteriora-
tion. Though Dhaka has some
longstanding issues with Pakistan
including that of repatriation of
the thousands of Urdu-speaking
Pakistanis and the sharing of the
pre- independent assets, Dhaka-
Islamabad relations remained
good even during Gen. Zia-ul-
Haq's military regime.

There have been no stable Gov-
ernments in Pakistan during the
last 50 years but all the Govern-
ments in Bangladesh, particularly
after the bloody political change-
over in 1975, had maintained
good relations with Islamabad.
Therefore, the sudden deteriora-
tion in relations has saddened the
“pro-Pakistani lobby’" in Bangla-
desh including the fundamental-
ists who have taken a strong
position under the leadership of
the former Prime Minister, Be-

gum Khaleda Zia, to dislodge
Sheikh Hasina from power.

Some mouthpieces of these
sections have criticised Sheikh
Hasina for what they say was “un-
timely and unjust remarks”
against Pakistan. They have also
attacked her for “acting at the
behest of India”, virtually echoing
the allegation made by Mr. Abdus
Sattar, Pakistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter.

But Sheikh Hasina has scored a
point both at home and abroad
through her bold stand against
military regimes. Leading Bangla-
desh dailies, including those
which normally remain critical
about her, have also praised her
“principled  pro-  democracy

stand” and accused Gen. Mushar-

raf of “over- reaction’.

Surprisingly, the two big Oppo-
sition parties — the BNP led by
Begum Zia and Jatiya Party led by
Gen. H. M. Ershad — have re-
frained from making any com-
ment on the Dhaka-Islamabad

row. Sheikh Hasina has defend-
ed her remarks at the U.N., stating
that it was not directed at any in-
dividual or country. “If these
comments made anyone uncom-
fortable”, she said, “so be it... I
cannot help it because | have
been saying it for long, and will
continue to do so’".

Diplomatic analysts here do not

see any immediate fallout from .

the stand-off between Dhaka and
Isiamabad, but they say that the
peace initiative which Sheikh Ha-
sina had begun, especially after
the nuclear detonations by Delhi
and Islamabad, may face a jolt.

Some former Bangladesh diplo-
mats and political commentators
said that Islamabad may take
some time to realise the impact of
its “harsh reaction”,

The Bangladesh side, one top
official said, was caught unawares
when the scheduled Hasina-
Musharraf meeting, organised re-
portedly at the request of Islama-
bad, was  unceremoniously
cancelled. “Such a behaviour is
not permitted in the diplomatic
grammar’’, one diplomat said.
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JASINA’'S CHALLENGE
gf\o Need to translate words into deedW\

HEIKH Hasina’s bold. comments at the UN mill

summit on staging of military coups, the need for restorin
democracy and trying the Pakistani war criminals for atroc:
ties committed during the 1971 Bangladesh liberation war ar
snowballing into a major political issue both in Pakistan an
Bangladesh. General Parvez Musharraf whose tete-a-tete witl
Sheikh Hasina was cancelled, said on his return that he:
“uncalled for comments” amounted to “direct interference ir
Pakistan’s internal affairs” which in turn has evoked ar
instant riposte from Hasina. Undoubtedly her comments have
stoked afresh the controversy over his military takeover ang
provided Pakistan’s opposition with ammunition to gun fo
him. Hasina’s demand that a copy of the report of Hamoodu:
Rahman Commission, set up to investigate the debacle suf
fered by the Pakistani army in 1971, be made available to he

" Government and that 195 Pakistani war criminals accused ¢

committing rape and genocide be tried have caused him co
siderable discomfiture at home and abroad. In fact huma
rights groups in Pakistan led by Asma Jehangir have publicl
demanded release of the commission’s report and aske
General Musharraf to tender on behalf of the Pakistan arm
an unqualified apology to Bangladesh. Publication of th
report would not only have brought the guilty generals to boc
but would have also prevented General Zia-ul Haq from sta;
ing a coup.

Actually Hasina has killed two birds with one stone. Whil
decrying military takeover has lent support, to Pakistan
democratic movement’s fight against the junta, her othe
observations have warned those in Bangladesh whom she su
pects are plotting a coup with Opposition support, not
embark upon such a misadventure. But her biggest gain h
been her success in consolidating Bangladesh’s pro-liberatit?
forces vis a vis the Muslim fundamentalists and other anti-li
eration forces who derive their sustenance from Pakistan
military establishment and fundamentalist groups. With pa:
liamentary polls less than a year away Hasina has put tk
BNP-led four party alliance on the defensive as neithe
Begum Khaleda Zia nor H M Ershad had ever demanded tri
of war criminals and their Bengali collaborators. It remains t
be seen whether Hasina will be able to translate her word
into deeds and bfmour her pledge that 1971 war criminals wil
be punished. , N i

\



‘Bangla to continue its efforts

to settle assets issue with Pak
We do not owe Bangladesh ap“@ng: Gen Musharraf
. e

of asset-sharing
between Bangladesh and Pakistan,
which remained unresolved for
nearly two decades, has come to
the fore with Dhaka calling for
efforts to settle the lingering dis-
pute with Islamabad.

But military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf said, “Pakistan does not
owe Bangladesh anything.”

Reiterating Bangladesh’s clear
position on the issue, Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary C M Shafi Sami
said, “We have claims over the
assets and we will continue to try
to reach a reasonable settlement
on the issue.”

“Pakistan not

does owe

ngladesh any thing. Both sides
made mistakes we should forget
the past,” Musharraf was today
quoted by Dhaka’s Independence
daily as telling a Bangladeshi edi-
tor in Islamabad recently.

“We have not received accurate
information in this regard as no
official text of the statement is yet
available.

“On the basis of reports that
have appeared in the Press, I can
say that Bangladesh does not agree
with this viewpoint,” the Foreign
Secretary said reacting to
Musharraf’s comments.

He said division of assets is an
outstanding problem between
Bangladesh and Pakistan and in
the past Pakistan had agreed to

discuss the matter. ]

The isshe of repatriation of more
than 200,000 Pakistani nationals
who have remained stranded in
Bangladesh since 1971 was anoth~
er outstanding problem between
the two countries.

The Bengali-speaking eastern
flank split from west Pakistan in
1971 to become Bangladesh.

About three million civilians
died in the nine-month war, trig-
gered by a Pakistani military crack-
down on March, 25 1971 in the for-
mer east Pakistan, which broke
away to become the independent
state of Bangladesh. The war
ended with India sending its troops
into Bangladesh and the surrender

of Pakistani forces. (PW
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By Harcon Habib

DHAKA, APRIL 4. The chairperson of
the opposition Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) and leader of
the four-party Opposition alli-
ance, Begum Khaleda Zia
launched her election campaign
calling her party as an “alterna-
tive government.”

With an eye on the next elec-
tion. Begum Zia is said to be con-
sidering relegating hartal
programmes to the backburner
and instead focussing on mass
contact programmes, This think-
ing marks a significant change in

_ vernment of
Sheikh Hasina by force, partici-
larly by holding regular hartals.

“%%a g,
o

But Opposition sources said the
BNP-led Opposition alliance was
considering calling dawn-to-dusk
hartals on April 6 and April 9 to
intensify the movement. But Be-
gum Zia may opt for a one-day
hartal if only to keep the “hardlin-
ers” and “liberals” satisfied, they
added. This indicates;that the alli-
ance is divided on the question of

- street agitations which have failed

to yield any substantial results,
The alliance has not been able to
force the Government to concede
their demand for a mid-term poll.

The BNP chairperson has start-

ed reprgapising her. party and.

front organisations. But the for-
mation of the “All Party Action
Committee” comprising the BNP,

Jatiya Party, Jamaat-E-Islami and

"~ BNP alliance may
T ”»" cut down on hartals “

Islami Oikya Jote (I0]), has not
proved productive. There are re-
ports that the Opposition alliance
may field consensus candidates
in the 300 parliamentary seats but
the seat adjustment plan may run
into difficulties.

Begum Zia, now on.a gountry-
wide tour to assess public sup-
port, reiterated the “failures” of |

“the Awami League Government,

including its “protection of Indias
interests.” It is clear that the BNP-
led alliance wil highlight the India
issue more forcefully to garner
popular vote. But political analy-
sts say the plan may not,work this
time. Even during thé' 1996 elec-
tions, the BNP tried to project the
Awami League as an “Indian
stooge”’.
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA\MARCH 5. With only two weeks left for
the U.S, President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit to
Bangladksh, the Finance Minister, Mr. Shah
AMS Kiblkia, has said that his Government is
ing raising the issue of a bilateral free
trade arrangement between the U.S. and Ban-
gladesh during the visit.

“I personally think that the proposal of free
trade arrangement is worthy and I shall talk to
concerned Ministries to raise the issue official-
ly for the greater benefit of the two countries,
especially Bangladesh,” Mr. Kibria said in an
interview. He said a free trade arrangement
would help the country’s export-oriented in-
dustry grow as its main export destinations
were the U.S. and Europe.

Meanwhile, the American Chamber (Am-
Cham) president, Mr. Forrest E. Cookson, has
said that the “Micro Credit Programme” and
the democratic transition of Bangladesh
worked as the driving elements for Mr. Clin-
ton’s visit. Mr. Clinton, the first-ever U.S. Pres-
ident to visit Bangladesh, is expected to be
here on March 20.

Mr. Cookson, in an interview, said it was

_» Dhaka to seek free, .-
", trade pact with U.S.

natural that Mr. Clinton, who tried\;é

improve the condition of the poor in his coun-
try, would like to visit the “home of micro
credit.” :

Mr. Cookson said as democracy was work-
ing the “fastest” in Bangladesh among all
Muslim countries in the world, Mr. Clinton,
who was interested in seeing democracy flour-
ish everywhere, was coming to this country.

He dismissed the notion that U.S.-based
multi-national companies engaged in oil and
gas sector exploration worked as the major
catalyst in Mr. Clinton’s visit. Even though the
gas and oil sector figured high in U.S.-Bangla-
desh trade relations, it was not the major or
lone reason for the President’s visit.

Press reports here have been highlighting
that American business interests, particularly
in the oil and gas sector and Bangladesh's geo-
political position were the main reasons for
Mr. Clinton’s visit.

Mr. Cookson, however, expected that the
U.S. proposal to Bangladesh to increase the
export of gas and oil would be discussed dur-
ing the talks between Bangladesh leaders and
Mr. Clinton.
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/B/angladesh is f-irst td\/’
ratify CTBT in South Asia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Q} “
DHAKA, MARCH 8 ‘ a\l,
- 7

BANGLADESH on Tuesday bex: e the-
first South Asian nation to ratify the CTBY after |
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina signed-an execu-
tive order ratifying the treaty days ahead of U'S
President Bill Clinton’s visit here. .

Announcing this to the media, Foreign Secre-
tary C M Shafi Sami said that instrument of ratifi-
¢ation of CTBT would be deposlted to the UN !
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, in New York ef- -
fecting Bangladesh’s ratification of the treaty. By
taking the “landmark decision” to ratify the
treaty, the Minister said, the nation would be-
come the 28th state of the 44 states whose ratifi-
cation is necessary for the treaty to enter into
force.

He said Bangladesh, which was a party to the

" Nyclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, was the first

country from South Asia to léve ratified the

£y
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‘Cinton visit W|II

By Haroon Habib \'}(9 \

DHAKA, MARCH 13, A top official of the Clinton admin-
istration has said that the objective of the coming
visit of the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to this
South Asian country would be to recognise and rein-
force traditional friendship and cooperation.

The Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian
Affairs, Mr. Karl Inderfurth, said, “The President’s
main objective will be to recognise, reciprocate and
reinforce a tradition of friendship and cooperation
with Bangladesh, one of the leading moderate Mus-
lim democracies in the world.”

Delivering a talk at the U.S. Institute of Peace in
Washington recently, the senior Clinton aide said
that American investment in Bangladesh had risen
“exponentially” from $25 millions three years ago to
over $750 millions today. He said Bangladesh was
“moving forward in developing its vast energy re-
serves, particularly in natural gas” and that “U.S.
companies are highly interested” in the hydrocar-
bon sector.

nefit Dhaka’

Desc iNing Bangladesh as a “‘constructive partici-

this country, a top contributor of
personnel fpr U.N. peace-keeping missions , is now
serving the U.N. Security Council with “energy and
distinction”, and also playing a “leading role” in the
Organisation of Islamic Conference.

Meanwhile, there has been a mixed reaction in
Bangladesh to Mr. Clinton’s decision to make a brief
stopover in Pakistan. While some see it as a result of
“complex U.S. diplomacy”, others see it as a ploy to
legitimise the military rule there. .

The President of the American Chamber in Ban-
gladesh, Mr. Forrest E. Cookson, said in an interview
that the country might receive another $600 millions
in the next one year if Bangladesh opened up more
of its sectors allowing export to India.

Mr. Cookson said the question of increasing the
garments quota by the U.S. was likely to be linked to
a U.S. proposal for allowing trade unionism in Ex-

port Processing Zones (EPZ) after Mr. Clinton a;
Sheikh Hasina hold talks.

d
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5 pushing for status 0
forces pact with Dhaka

Apratim Mukarji W&
New Delhi, March 19V &K

WHILE BANGLADESH has
assured, on the eve of US
President Clinton's visit, that the
Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA) in its humanitarian avatar
is not on the agenda, India is nev-
ertheless keeping a vigil.

The information available here
says that Washington is pursuing
the matter with renewed vigour as
it perceives Dhaka to be receptive
and nearer to taking the step. This
i against the overall
at the US is moving
both India and
, setting up a new
configuration in the
which the stiff Indian

perception
closer t

the JOFA with unabated vigour
but, in Washington's perception, it
canfiot but look at its proposal
without taking a holistic view of
th¢ changing South Asia scenario.

Bangladesh has elpeyged as a
nation which has broken out of the
limitations of a "basket{ case and is
moving rapidly towards fast eco-
nomic development under its cred-
itably performing "moderate Mus-
lim democracy”". Natural calami-
ties, however, continue to disrupt
the development drive, a condition
which can be neutralised to a large
extent by facilitating emergency
relief operations by US agencies.
The humanitarian version of the
SOFA fits the bill well.

When the US was pushing ahead
its SOFA agenda quietly onto
Bangladesh, India was quick to
oppose as a virtual US military
base next door (the SOFA will
allow US military forces to land on
Bangladesh soil without formal
permission) would have come up.

Bangladesh’s nod to SOFA
almost came to pass when, during
the SAARC summit in Colombo in
1978, Dhaka moved quietly. But an
announcement tipped off the Indi-
ans, who took up the matter with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Bangladesh’s Islamic herlta\éeV
—~  tolerance lauded ¥ ¥,

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, MARCH 20. The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton, has lauded Bangladesh for its Islamic heritage,
unique culture, commitment to tolerance and de-
mocracy and active participation in the world com-
munity. He praised Bangladesh’s role as a
peacekeeper and its courageous example in sending
peacekeepers to end conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo.
The U.S. leader also appreciated the country as the
first nation in South Asia to ratify the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). “Today is only the be-
gmnmg of a stronger partnershlp, Mr. Clinton said
in a press statement announcing a $ 97 million food
aid to Bangladesh. He announced an aid of another
$50 million for Bangladesh and other South Asian
countries in harnessing clean energy resources, re-
ducing air pollution and fighting climate change.
Three agreements were signed after the business
conference was over. A protocol was signed with
World Tel for installation of three lakh tele hone
lines in Dhaka involving an estimated cost o
million. Another MOU was signed to design, manu-
facture and instal an undersea fibre optic cable sys-
tem which will connect Bangladesh and Singapore,

giving Bangladesh worldwide connectivity. ‘>

The U.S. President, at another function, \said his
day-long visit to Bangladesh has convinced Rim that
poverty should not be anybody’s destiny. “Bangla-
desh, in traditional economic consideration, is still
poor but after what I saw today... in spirit, this coun-
try is full of riches,” he told a gathering of several
hundred beneficiaries of the government-run Ash-
rayan Project and Grameeen Bank at a function ar-
ranged at the U.S. Embassy here.

Mr. Clinton, who joined the hurriedly-arranged
programme after the abrupt cancellation of his
scheduled trip to Joypura village in Savar due to se-
curity reasons, said in view of the success of the
micro-credit programmes and development initia-
tives he would like to tell his country that Bangladesh
was a unique land for investment.”

‘Deport Mujib killers’

Ms. Hasina has requested Mr. Clinton to speed up
the deportation of the killers of the country’s founc
ing father, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujabur Rahmar.

“.most of whom are now reportedly living in the U.S.

Mr>€linton, however, did not respond to the request
directly.

THE HINDU
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HE MARCH 20 visit of thé
U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, to Bangladesh, first
by any American President,
was a historic one. Though brief, it
will remain a milestone in bilateral
relations. Barring protests by a few
Left-leaning parties, the people, in
general, and most major political
parties attached unusual
importance to the visit.

Mr. Clinton’s 11-hour stay in
Dhaka went off well except for the
controversy over the last-minute
cancellation of his visit to the
National Memorial and Joypura
village. People seemed unwilling to
accept the abrupt cancellation,
citing “security threats”, particularly
the visit to the National Memorial,
this being a very sentimental issue
connected with the nation’s
independence, which was opposed
by the United States then.

However, for most Bangladeshis,
Mr. Clinton’s visit was a dream
come true. For the Government of
the Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
it was an opportunity to vindicate
its position. For the main
opposition, the BNP, and its new-
found allies, it was frustration,
though Begum Khaleda Zia talked
to Mr. Clinton about allegations
against the Sheikh Hasina
Government. And for the Left-
leaning smaller parties, it was an
opportunity for rejuvenation of their
traditional “anti-imperialist”’ role.

The visit saw signing of
agreements on energy,
telecommunications and social
sectors. Contrary to speculation,
there was no agreement on the
natural gas sector. Sheikh Hasina
was categorical in telling the U.S.
President that her country would go
in for gas exports only after
ensuring reserves for 50 years. The
stand was appreciated at home. But
the U.S. business community in
Bangladesh has a different view.
The AMcham president, Mr. Forrest
E. Cookson, said “We are happy
that the President visited
Bangladesh, which worked as an
inspiration for us, but we cannot
say that a dramatic breakthrough
took place relating to bigger U.S.
investment.”

The visit has also raised the

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister,
Sheikh Hasina... a bold stand.

The maiden visit by a
U.S. President to Dhaka
went off well except for
the controversy over the

cancellation of Mr.

Clinton’s trip to the

National Memorial,
writes HAROON HABIB.

question: what has Bangladesh
gained? Most dailies in the country
saw the visit as a landmark one,
considering Mr. Clinton’s praise for
Bangladesh's potential and
democracy. But his failure to visit
the National Memorial invited
strong criticism.

The U.S. embassy in Dhaka has
regretted the last-minute
cancellation and explained that it
was due to a specific threat from
Osama bin Laden's group. The
Government too said it was shocked
to see Mr. Clinton failing to visit the
National Memorial. At the height of
the criticism, Mr. Clinton himself
explained that the security threat
against him was not the fault of the
Bangladesh Government or the
people. “Insofar as there was risk, it
had nothing to do with the
Bangladeshis, nothing to do with

THE HINDU
7 6 MAR 200

w”Joy, but a jarring note

the Government or the people of
Bangladesh, and they were not in
any way at fault.”

However, Mr. Clinton paid
tributes to the Bangladesh
Liberation War, which was strongly
opposed by the then Nixon
administration. In what is seen as
something of a reversal of the U.S.
stand, Mr. Clinton said,
“Twentynine years ago this month,
against extraordinary obstacles,
Bangladesh began a lonely fight for
existence that did not receive the
support it deserved from many
countries around the world.” He
also showed high respect for
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina, who turned out to
be bold in making her assertions,
urged Mr. Clinton to send strong
message across the world in
support of democratic
Governments, and to discourage
unconstitutional and illegal change
of state power. '

Sheikh Hasina spelt out her
Government'’s stand on various
issues quite categorically. She even
requested the U.S. President to
expedite deportation of the killers of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. She later
said she was touched by Mr.
Clinton’s sympathetic response on
the issue. Mr. Clinton described
Bangladesh as "'a nation with a very
big future” while meeting some
villagers of Joypura at the U.S.
embassy in Dhaka. He also said he
was convinced that poverty should
not be anyone’s destiny.

He announced that the U.S.
would provide several million
dollars for the schooling of 30,000
child workers, health insurance for
30 fakh women and promotion of
clean solar energy, besides $ 97-
millions in food assistance. He said
Bangladesh would also share $ 50
millions for the region to harness
clean energy resources, to reduce
air pollution and to fight climatic
change along with several more
millions for conserving tropical
forests. He also praised Dhaka'’s
decision to ratify the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), which India and
Pakistan have so far refused to sign.
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CLINTON IN DHAF
1S forging closer ties with Banglads

HERE is little doubt that Clinton’s Dhaka visit and?ﬁe

talks he held with Sheikh Hasina and Begum Khaleda Xia
were aimed at strengthening democratic forces in a countyy
which has seen bloody military coups replace popular elect
governments. That he is the first US president to visit
Bangladesh which he calls a nation of “considerable promise
and hope” and not a “bottomless international basket case”,
suggests a change in US perceptions. Although democracy is
yet to strike root because of the brand of politics being pursued
by the the Awami League and the BNP, the democratic experi-
ment in this moderate Islamic country has had a few success-
es. Not surprisingly Clinton’s advice to Begum Zia, who is
spearheading the Opposition’s oust-Hasina movement, was to
observe restraint without which, he feared, Bangladesh’s
democratic and development process would be stalled and for-
eign investment and political stability would disappear. In a
country where military interventions and phoney elections
had been the order of the day until a decade ago, the US
President’s advice is not without significance. The ouster of a
democratically elected government in Pakistan, must have
been at the back of his mind. The point was buttressed by
Sheikh Hasina who urged the President to support democratic
governments and discourage usurpation of power through bul-
lets. That he endorsed her stand was indicated by his readi-
ness to back her demand for extradition of three of Sheikh
Mujib’s killers now living in the US.

President Clinton’s visit was also significant for his oblique
apology for the American role during Bangladesh’s liberation
war. Without naming the US he said many countries had not
supported Bangladesh’s cause although the cause was just.
Also notable was his public tribute to Sheikh Mujib’s role in
the freedom struggle and his silence on General Ziaur
Rahman. All this should help Hasina. But it was his attempt
to forge closer economic ties with Bangladesh over its huge
hydrocarbon reserves that drew maximum attention. In the
last three years US investment has increased 30 times and
most of it in the gas sector. Already 200 US companies, includ-
ing oil giants, have made their presence felt in key sectors.
The Clinton entourage did not hesitate to lobby for the sale of
gas by these companies to India citing the Mexican export of
oil to US which had made Mexico prosperous. But will Hasina
follow the suggestion? Unlikely because she is afraid of the
opposition which calls her government a stooge of India.
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