Pak attacks
UN' sanctions
on Taliban i\

Islamabad, Dec. 9: Pakistan for-
eign minister Abdul Sattar has
criticised plans to tighten econom-
ic" and arms sanctions again
Afghanistan. k@r \

“I have never.come
tions from the UN Security\ Coun-
cil which are so one-sided,\which
seem to be a prescription for
fuelling the. strife,” BBC guoted
Mr Sattar as saying. .

The draft resolution woul@&\i
broaden - sanctions imposed last
year after the Taliban refused to
hand over Osama bin Laden for
trial on the alleged terrorist
charges.

Mr Sattar said Pakistan favoured
a total arms embargo. against all
parties in Afghanistan, and a
peaceful resolution to the ongoing
conflict between the Taliban and
their opponents.

- “Is that .any way to . promote
peace, the supply of arms to a
group that has very little territory
under its control.” Mr Sattar said.

He said the proposed sanctions
would undermine efforts by UN
envoy Francese Vendrell to bring
both parties in Afghanistan to the
negotiating table. (Dawn)
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Taliban courts China to

ward off UN
9b @\

T HE ruling Taliban invited a Chmese d lega-

REUTERS
KABUL, DEC 12

tion to a rare meeting on Tuesday with its
leadet, Mullah Mohammed Omar, in an ef-
fort to head off new UN sanctions, officials said.
Rising tension over the proposed sanctions was
demonstrated by the departure of three UN officials
for Pakistan on Tuesday, following five other UN relief
workers on Sunday. An official said they left as part
of areduction in staff for security reasons.
The Chingse team led by Ambassador to Pakistan

with the reclusive Omar, left Kabul on Tuesday for
Kandahar, the 'Eﬂeban heartland, officials said.

The Taliban are trying to head off new UN Secu-
rity Council sanctions being proposed by Washington
{ and Moscow. China, which could veto a Security

Council resolution, has traditionally been sceptical of

Lu Shulin, the highest ranking contact ever by China

anctions

sanctions and is also anxious to protect Pakistan — |,
anally of both the Taliban and China.
The meeting with Omar, unprecedented smon
the Taliban captured the capital four years ago, was
the culmination of the Chinese trip to Afghamstan_
Shulin refused to discuss his talks with Taliban of-
ficials in Kabul or if there was any agreement on sanc-

. tions, which stem from the Taliban’s refusal to hand

over Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden to faee us|
charges of terrorism.

Washington and Moscowwanttounposeanmns
embargo on the Taliban, close their offices abroad
and bar its officials from overseas travel. The US ac-
cuses bin Laden of masterminding the bombmg of
two US embassies in Africa in 1998.

Russia, which has expressed concern at Taliban-
style Islamicmovements spreading into Central Asia,
backs the.sanctions because it says bin Laden pro-

. vides training and financial support to C‘hechen sepa-

ratists.

LN dil*\} vl },K? e

[P

2




U.N. MOVE ON TALIBAN / ‘A SIGNAL TO PAK. TOO’
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Sanctions will hit Afghans hard

UNITED NATIONS, DEC. 20. Led by the United
States and Russia, the Security Council on
Tuesday imposed harsh new sanctions on the
Taliban government of Afghanistan, leaving
the United Nations profoundly split over the
human and political damage the measures
could inflict on one of the world’s poorest na-
tions.

The vote in the 15-member Council was 13
for the embargo, with China and Malaysia ab-
staining.

At a year-end news conference, the Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, expressed his
barely concealed displeasure at the move,
which was also opposed by his Special Envoy
trying to start peace negotiations between the
Taliban and the remnants of an oppaosition ar-
my fighting in a corner of the country. The
U.N. relief officials working in Afghanistan
have been unusually public in their criticism.
Private agencies also lobbied the Council

against taking this step. “‘It is not going to facxl—
itate our peace efforts, nor is it going to facil-
itate our humanitarian work,” Mr. Annan said
of the Security Council action. ““I think we had
given adequate indications of that to the Coun-
cil. But the decision belongs to the Council and
of course, once they take the decision, we have
to adapt and take the necessary measures that
are required.”

On Tuesday, the U.N. removed all its re-
maining relief workers from the country, fear-
ing a backlash from the Taliban, who will be
almost completely isolated diplomatically
when the resolution takes effect in 30 days, and
Taliban leaders will be barred from interna-
tional travel. Air links will be cut and an arms
and military training embargo will be imposed
on only the Taliban and not their armed oppo-
sition, which is supplied by Russia, Iran and
lately India. All assets belonging to Osama, the
Saudi-born financier of Islamic militancy who
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is thought to be living in Afghanistan, \nll be
ordered frozen around the world.

The U.S. has been demanding Osama’s ex-
pulsion from Afghanistan to stand trial for
masterminding explosions at 1.S. embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania in 1998. The new sanc-
tions are linked to the refusal of the Taliban to
meet that demand, made in a first round of
sanctions a year ago. For Russia, the Taliban is
assumed to be behind an Islamic rebellion in
Chechnya.

In Washington on Tuesday, a senior admin-
istration official said: *“This sends an important
signal not only to the Taliban, but also to Pakis-
tan that pressure against the Taliban's contin-
ued safe haven for terrorists will only continue.
The only way to turn the corner on our bilateral
relations with the Taliban is for the terrorism
issue to be resolved.

"If the Taliban and islamabad believe that
the next administration will look at this issue
differently, they are delusional,” the official
said. "There is no issue in Washington that has
stronger bipartisan support than combating
terrorism."*

Russian and U.S. pressure on Security Coun-
cil members and some officials in the U.N. sec-
retariat has been intense, diplomats said. Two
weeks ago, as the sanctions resolution was cir-
culating, the Russian representative com-
plained to the Deputy Secretary-General, Mr.
Louise Frechette, that the coordinator of relief
work in Afghanistan, Mr. Erick de Mul, of the
Netherlands, was undermining the anti-Tali-
ban campaign by drawing attention to what he
believed would be the adverse effects of the
tightened embargo on ordinary Afghan citi-
zens, already among the poorest people in the
world.

The U.S. Ambassador, Ms. Nancy Soderberg,
said the Security Council was taking "a strong
stand against terrorism.’* She described Osama

s ""the world's most wanted terrorist.

Mr, Sergey Lavrov, the Russian Ambassador,
said that the one-sided nature of the sanctions
was fully justified. "It is the Taliban which has
provided their territory for the use of terrorists
and open support for the Chechen, Uzbek, Ta-
jik, Uighur and other extremists.’ — New York
Times

\
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NE of the highlights of

the strategic partner-

ship agreement signed
by Prime Minister Atal Behati
Vajpayee with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on 3 Octo-
ber 2000, was the convergence
of views between India and
Russia on jointly combating
the threat of terrorism ema-
nating from Afghanistan. In
fact, the continuing civil strife
in Islamist fundamentalist
ruled Afghanistan poses per-
haps the most serious threat to
peace and stability in the
Southern Asian region. Per-
haps Samuel Huntington was
right and Afghanistan is the
first fault-line war that may
eventually lead to a clash of
civilisations.

While the Pakistan-support-
ed and equlpped Taliban mili-
tia has consolidated its hold
over large parts of Afghan ter-
ritory, Ahmed Shah Masood is
still holding out in the Pan-
jshir Valley. Abdul Rashid
Dostum’s Northern Alliance,
propped up by tacit support
from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and Turkmenistan, the Cen-
tral Asian Republics bordering
Afghanistan, and by the physi-
cal presence of approximately
20,000 Russian troops north of
Afghanistan’s border, can still
influence the final military
outcome in Afghanistan. Iran
had massed over 70,000 troops
along its eastern border with
Afghanistan in 1998-99 and a
substantial number of these
are still in their deployment
areas. In view of the continu-
ing bloodletting and Shia-bait-
ing in Afghanistan, the likeli-
hood of the present impasse
breaking out into an armed
conflict cannot be entirely
ruled out. An Iran-Taliban war
would inevitably snowball into
a Shia-Sunni conflict, irre-
trievably destabilising the
entire region.

BATTLEGROUND

Meanwhile, in conjunction
with Pakistan’s ISI, the
Afghani mullahs and terrorist
outfits supported by them con-
tinue to spread their rabid
; brand of virulent Islamist fun-

from India’s Jammu and Kash-
mir in the east, through the
CARs and the Caucasus, to the
Balkans in the west. Though
the United Nations Security
Council deadline to hand over
Osama bin Laden expired on
15 November 1999, the Tali-
ban is still sheltering him in
Afghanistan. Since bin Laden
is again the prime suspect in
the terror-bombing of the Uni-
ted States warship USS Cole
in October last there is a
strong possibility that the US
may once again launch cruise
missile attacks on his terrorist
hideouts inside Afghanistan.
This will further aggravate the
already vitiated regional secu-
rity environment.

For many ceniuries Afgha-
nistan has been a battleground
where several nations have
struggled to gain influence.
The first “Great Game” was
played out during the 18th and
19th centuries between the
Russian and British Empires
in a period of imperialist ex-
pansion. The present Great
Game concerns the rivalry
between the US, Russia, China
and Pakistan for access to the
rich natural resources of the
CARs. Since the independence
of the CARs, Afghanistan’s
strategic importance has in-
creased manifold as it is on the
transit route between the
andlocked CARs and the lit-
toral states of the Arabian Sea.
India too has a major interest
in the region as the CARs are
an emerging market for Indian
exports and it would be cost
effective for India to tap their
large hydrocarbon reserves.
On the other hand, Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia, two of the
only three countries that have
recognised the Taliban regime
(the third is the United Arab
Emirates), are seeking exclu-
sive access to these markets as

The author is a Senior Fellow
at the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New
Delhi

- . Afghanistan a surrogate state pressure on the kashmir front.
/

By GURMEET KANWAL

! damentalism in a wide swathe .

well as defacto control over oil
supplies from the CARs. How-
ever, it appears unbelievable
that despite such high stakes,
the international community
is unwilling to get its act to-
gether to ensure peace and sta-
bility in Afghanistan and con-
tinues to show a callous disre-
gard for human rights viola-
tions and the oppression that

the Afghani people are being

subjected to.

The Soviet pull out from
Afghanistan and the end of the
Cold War saw the proud Af-
ghans return to their quarrel-
some ways. Since then, chan-
ges in fortune have been fast
paced and precipitate. General
Abdul Rashid Dostum, a for-
mer Communist Uzbek war-
lord and the head of the
Jombesh-i-Milli Islami (Nat-
ional Islamic Movement), had
toppled President Najibullah

in a mutiny in 1992. Dostum
fought against Pakistani pro-
tege Gulbuddin Hekmatyar

and later supported him
against Burhanuddin Rabba-
ni. A quintessential soldier-of-
fortune, Dostum blames the
fall of Kabul to the Taliban in
1996 on the failure of the
Rabbani-Ahmed Shah Masood
alliance to bring his Jombesh
into the government. The Nor-
thern Alliance now includes
the Jamiat-i-Islami of Presi-
dent Rabbani
Shah Masood and is Tajik do-
minated. Two Shia factions,
the ethnic Hazara Hizb-i-
Wahdat Islami (Islamic Unity
Party) and the Harkat-i-Isla-
mi, are also part of the allian-
ce. The ethnic Tajiks are Per-
sian speaking and the Hazaras
who inhabit the area west of
Kabul are Shias.

It was during former Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto’s tenure that the ISI
had dropped Gulbuddin Hek-
matyar and organised, armed,
equipped and inducted the
Taliban (literally meaning reli-
gious students) under Mullah
Mohammed Omar into Afgha-
nistan. Supported by the Pak-
istan military and flush with
Saudi money, the Taliban cap-
tured province after province,
usually by buying opposing
commanders.

HIGH ST.
Where a fight did becomeMec-
essary, Pakistan openly pro-
vided operational and logistics
support. Despite vociferous
Pakistani denials, between
1,500 to 2,000 Pakistani regu-
lar soldiers and airmen have
been actively involved and
have fought shoulder to shoul-
der with the Taliban. How else
would a motley array of ill-
trained students have manned
and maintained T-54/55 tanks,
multi-barrel artillery rocket
launchers and long-range guns
and flown MIG-21 fighters,
AN-32 transport aircraft and
Mi-17 helicopters? In fact,
according to Anthony Davis of
Jane’s Defence Weekly, the
Taliban campaigns during the
summer months of 1998 and
1999 were “characterised by
several relatively sophisticat-
ed manoeuvres across a fluid
and fast- -moving battlefield”.

Pakistan is playing for high
stakes in Afghanistan. Besides
the obvious commercial wind-
fall that it hopes to reap,
Pakistan’s interests include
the galmng of strategic depth
vis a vis India and making

and Ahmed

AFGHANISTAN IMBROGLIO
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India Must Adopt Pro‘active | D réach

that will allow it to play a larg-
er role in-the Southern Asian
region. In the interest of short-
term tactical gains, Pakistan
is being extrgmely shortsight-
ed in ignoring the dictum that
those who do not learn from
history are condemned to
repeat it. The abiding lesson of
history is that it has proved
impossible for outside powers
to rule Afghanistan. The Bri-
tish learnt it at great cost dur-
ing the first two Afghan wars;
so did the Soviets during the
third. Pakistan is being naive
in believing that it can rule
Afghanistan by proxy through
the Taliban. The Taliban mili-
tia is a motley array of petty
minds, repressive and spiteful
religious teachings, primitive
ideology and an unbridled lust
for power that has no base
except among the Pushtuns. It
is an amateurish medieval
experiment in state making
that is foredoomed to failure.

Pakistan is also, amazingly,
paying no heed to the Talibani-
sation of its own society, par-
ticularly the northwest. The
madrasa-narcotics-Kalashni-
kov culture has taken deep
root and a well-entrenched
local military commander-pol-
ice-mullah warlord-narcotics
mafia-smuggler-criminal nex-
us is ruling the roost. The
Frankenstein monster that
Pakistan has created will
eventually boomerang on it
and destroy it. If Afghanistan
eventually breaks up on an
ethnic and linguistic basis, the
Pakhtoons in Afghanistan will
surely turn to -their Pakhtoon
brothers in the North-West
Frontier Province who are
already clamouring for a
homeland of their own which
they call Pakhtoonkhwa.

India must work for an early
solution to the Afghan crisis
and must ensure that Afgha- :

nistan’s unity and territorial
integrity are maintained.

INDIAN ROLE

Pakistan’s influence in Afgha-

nistan must be seriously coun-
tered and the Taliban experi-
ment must not be allowed to
succeed, or else the virulence
of Islamist fundamentalism
will soon spread all over the
Southern Asian region, includ-
ing the CARs. The installation
of a truly representative, duly
elected government in Kabul
should be a national security
priority. India and Russia
must take the lead in finding a
negotiated solution in consul-
tation with the regional enti-
ties and all parties to the con-
flict. Because it lacks a con-
tiguous border with Afgha-
nistan, India is neither part of
the UN six plus two initiative
nor of the Shanghai Five work-
ing group. As a country that is
directly affected by the terror-
1sm emanating from the Tali-
ban-Pakistan nexus, India
ust leverage its newfound
strategic partnership with the
US to gain representation in
all negotiations to resolve the
Afghanistan problem.

So far, India has provided
only political and diplomatic
support to the Northern Alli-
ance and little else. Clearly,
India needs to adopt a more
pro-active strategy to ensure
that the Taliban militia is dis-
banded under international
supervision. India must push
vigorously for a strong UN
peace enforcement operation
in Afghanistan and should be
willing to contribute up to a
brigade group (5,000 person-
nel) for a chapter seven inter-
vention. Meanwhile, the hu-
manitarian and medical assis-
tance being provided to the
Northern Alliance must be
upgraded to the provision of

military equipment and amm-

unition and logistics support.
The campaign for a strong and
stable Afghanistan under a
truly representative govern-
ment has to be fought on all
fronts — political, diplomatic,
moral and, if necessary, mili-
tary. An aspiring regional po-
wer cannot shy away from in-
vesting in safeguarding its na-
tional security interests. More-
over, greater involvement in
Afghanistan will also relieve
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E:x-Afghan king gets EU support
to g(ﬂ?)/ck with peace plan

Vijay Dutt
London, November 20 f]/\\
!
THE FORMER King lof
Afghanistan, Zahir Shah, who lives
in exile in Italy is wanting to return
to his country, to head a supreme
council of iribal leaders and
through them try to restore peace
in the country. The European
Union is supportive of his plans.

Now 84, he had fled Afghanistan
in 1973 following the military coup
by his cousin, who declared a
republic. According to the Sunday
Telegraph, Shah lives in a villa near
Rome. He is still revered by many
Afghanis. They recall the peace
they enjoyed during his 40-year-
long reign.

The Western powers are quite
enthused with “he idea. The US is
already incenscd with the Taliban
for harbouring Osama bin Laden.
In the UK toc, Osama followers
are posing threats to its national
security. The move by Shah has
come in midst of rumours that

" Russia and the US diplomats met
:" recently to impose stricter sanc-
) tions against the Taliban regime.

* A western diplomat has been
y%uoted saying, "I would say that 95

. per cent of Afghanis support his .

(Shah's) return, including many
Taliban. Mullah Omar is increas-
ingly isolated and now lives in a
world of dreams and visions. If the
Taliban fragments there will be an
all-out war."

"He agrees that Shah's plan for a
supreme council is the only solu-

‘Ninety five per cent of
Afghanis support Shah's
return, including many
Taliban. Mullah Omar is
increasingly isolated and
now lives in a world of
dreams and visions. If the
Taliban fragments there
will be an all-out war’

tion. Shah, it is reported, has been
quietly garnering support for his
return. He convened a large gath-
ering of Afghan tribals in Rome
and sent emissaries to Afghanistan
and neighbouring countries. His
delegates have also visited
Washington, Tokyo and Brussels.
The talks during the four-day

convention in Rome were very suc-
cessful and Shah was shown a lot of
affection. The Western diplomats
are quite convinced that his word
would be listened to by Afghanis.

Pakistan and Iran however are
opposed to the plan. Iran con-
vened a meeting in Cyprus, accord-
ing to the Sunday paper, to discuss
a Teheran-backed supreme council
(Loya Jirga). Pakistan sept an
emissary into the country for gath-
ering support for a peace initiative.

The Iranians fear a return of
monarchy in their own county if
Shah is welcomed in Kabul
Pakistan suspects that Shah will be
favourable to India. Moresover a
moderate regime in Kabul will
conflict with the objectives of
Islamabad hardliners.

Shah's men have also held meet-
ings with commanders of the
Afghani Opposition. They have
been given guarded assurance of
support. Shah has no problems i in¥
giving Mullah Omar too a key roLei‘
1n the council. ¥

It is said that some Shah's m
also met a few Thliban leaders.
Shah spokesman said th
Afghanistan needs a moral leaderd’
ship. The former king is eminent]
suited to provide it. %

THE HINDUSTAN TRE:

21 N0V 200



_~Pak to face heat of ntérﬁ’atlonal
pressure to dissociatd from Taliban

Udayan Namboodirl )&f i\
New Delhi, November 21
PAKISTAN CAN probably sce it
coming :international pressure it
has never known before. Any day
now the UN Security Council may
declare an arms embargo on the
Taliban. That would be asking
Pakistan to seal off the land routes
through which the Taliban moves
its military hardware.

The US, Russia, China and now,
India, have agreed on the need for
stiffer sanctions. Ahmad Shah
Masood, the Northern Alliance
commander, is fighting with his
back to the wall. Though he hopes
to retake the town of Talogan
before winter, the western powers
have little illusion about his ability
to stave off th.e Taliban blitz.

Fuelling the big powers' fesolve
are two factors: first, Russia,
harassed by Islamic insurgegcy in
Chechnya-Dagestan and fearing
the spread of the Taliban into
Tajikistan,  Uzbekistan  and
Krgystan, cannot openly back
Masood committed as it is to a

News Analysis

"peaceful resolution". Second,
there appears to be panic in the
anti-Taliban camp. Islam Karimov
ot Uzbekistan has turned wobbly
in his support to Russia.

India, long denied the respect it
demanded as a country hurt by
Talibanism, is waiting as the stick is
brought out for "Taliban and its
supporters” (read Pakistan).

Months of diplomatic lobbying
which saw India gradually gaining
acceptance as a multilateral part-
ner on Afghanistan, will probably
result in hitting out at the base of
Kashmir militancy.

The US-Russia diplomatic offen-
sivg against the Taliban progressed
swiftly after Tom Pickering , the
US deputy secretary of state, and
V.1. Trubnikov, started their talks.
Russia roped in Iran's support,
while the US brought India on
board. Simultaneously, a carrot
and stick policy was tried on
Pakistan but following the October
bomb attack on USS Cole in Aden
harbour, further appeasement
became impossible. If Pakistan is

sincere about disassociating itsel
from the Taliban, it must s
proof to the UN.
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AN DEVELOPMENT / TALIBAN'S DECISIVE ASSAULT

WV\ India debating security implications

O \ By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, OCT. 11. As a Sunni Islamic revolu-
tion threateny to sweep Afghanistan, the politi-
cal establishrjent here has seriously begun
debating its ramifications on Indian security.

Highly-placed Government sources say the
possibility of a takeover of Afghanistan by the
Pakistan-backed Taliban is not improbable. If
the Taliban wraps up its control over Afghan-
istan, it will mark a second Islamic revolution
in two decades. But unlike the [ranian revolu-
tion of 1979, which was essentially driven by
the Shia clergy, the upsurge in Afghanistan is
being overtly led by a section of arch conserva-
tive Sunnis, inspired by a radical brand of Wa-
habism.

With the winter descending or the Hindu-
kush, the Taliban extremists have mounted a
decisive assault on the forces of Commander

med Shah Masood, close to the Afghan-Ta-
“k border in the Badakshan region. It now re-
mains to be seen whether Mr. Masood, the
lynchpin of the anti-Taliban northern alliance,
can weather this storm and live to fight another
day.

Commander Masood’s reverses, however,
have not triggered any fundamental shift in the
Indian disposition towards Afghanistan. Far
from diluting support, the dominant view in
the Government favours a firmer and more
tangible backing for Mr. Masood. In this effort,

a section here feels that India, along with the -

Central Asian Republics, should hang together
as never before and render full support to Rus-
sia which is spearheading the counter-Taliban
campaign. In fact, Mr. Masood’s overseas
friends have given him considered advice in

the recent past. Afghanistan’s Tajik command-
er has been asked to keep his hold over Ba-
dakshan. If he succeeds, the recapture of the
strategic Talequan province which he earlier
lost to the Taliban should be his next target.

Mr. Masood has also been told to exercise
control over the land supply route. His hold
over a viable land corridor may be vital for his
survival. His supporters simply do not have the
wherewithal or the will to sustain an aitlift for
too long.

The next few days will be crucial in defining
Afghanistan’s future course. If the Commander
holds on for a few weeks, he is likely to survive
the Taliban onslaught at least till next summer.
By braving the Taliban assault in the coming
days, Mr. Masood can legitimately hope that
the winter snows will block the lofty mountain
passes and impair the Taliban’s highly
stretched communication lines.

But if he fails, it will be a major geo-political
event which will have serious security implica-
tions for India and the regjon. Analysts here are
currently debating the ramifications of Mr.
Masood’s possible military defeat on Indian
security.

There are two schools of thought. One is of
the view that a Taliban military sweep will be
catastrophic and will seriously jeopardise In-
dia’s national security. An Islamic revolution
will see the emergence of Afghanistan as a
springboard for spreading radical Islam in
Central Asia and beyond.

With the Taliban consolidated along the Pa-;
kistan- Afghan arch, the pressure on Kashpt
will be further heightened. Taliban's s
will also mean a bonanza for Pakista

THE HINDU

help reduce its political and economic isola-
tion. The second school of thought is less alar-
mist. The Taliban's success may not
necessarily weaken India’s hold over Kashmir.
Kashmir, it says, is already saturated with for-
eign militants. The Taliban may, therefore, find
little scope to push in many more battle-hard-
ened insurgents. Besides, adequate deploy-
ment of the Indian armed forces along the
heights may be sufficient to block large-scale
foreign infiltration in the Valley.

The apprehension that the Taliban forces
may sweep into Central Asia after wresting
control over Afghanistan may also be equally
simplistic. On the contrary, once the Taliban
takes over, power may dampen its enthusiasm
to export Wahabism. Analysts point out that
the urge for national consolidation usually
overrides the zeal to export revolution after po-
litical power is wrested. In the case of Russia,
Trotsky’s exhortations for a ““permanent revo-
lution,” revolving around the armed export of
socialism, had to give way to a policy of nation-
al consolidation.

The possibility of the Taliban favouring po-
litical entrenchment in Afghanistan to global
pan-Islamic campaign may therefore not be
surprising. The anticipation of economic re-
wards on account of the Trans-Asian oil pipe-
line may only reinforce this sentiment.

But two other factors are likely to determine
whether the Taliban will remain within or push
beyond its frontiers. The disposition of Saudi
Arabia, which has been associated with the Ta-
liban in the past and can exercise considerable
clout in Afghanistan, will be crucial in detgr,
mining Afghamstan s future course. /
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“Truly Indian’ free-to-air
Urdu channels by 2001

New Delhi, October 29

BY THE first quarter of 2001, two
free-to-air Urdu channels are
expected to come on board the
satellite television platform: A
news and current affairs channel
called Al-Hind, and an entertain-
ment channel, Falak.

The brainchild of C.M. Ibrahim,
who was Minister of Information
and Broadcasting during the Deve
Gowda government, the two chan-
nels will have a total investment to
the tune of Rs 132 crore with for-
eign equity g:gged at 20 per cent.
“They will truly Indian chan-
nels, unlike networks like
Star,”says Ibrahim.

The major foreign promoter is
Sayed Khalil, who owns Khaleej
Times. Other promoters include
Khan Lateef Khan, the Chicago-
based owner of the Hyderabad
Urdu daily, Munsif; Fakhruddin
Khuraqiwala, owner of the
Akbarally’s department store
chain, Siraj Qureshi, owner of

ind Exports, economist Manzoor

Alam, who has also worked as eco-
nomic advisor to the government
of Saudi Arabia; and of course
CM. Tbrahim.

“Falak and Al-Hind will be the
first Urdu channels in India,” says
former journalist Santosh Bhartiya
(ex-Ananda Bazar Group), who
will be heading both channels.
“When we say Urdu, we don’t
mean Persian. We’re talking of
street Urdu, or Hindustani.”

While the primary target is South
Asia and the Middle East,
Thaicom 3 will allow Falak and Al-
Hind to beam to 133 countries.
“We are looking at a global
reach,”says Bhartiya, “and we have
an MoU with TWA Anthem to
look after our marketing interests,
worldwide.”

But what will be the USP of the
channels, considering there are

already well-established news and

entertainment channels in India?
“Our news will be news without
any censoring,” says Ibrahim. “It
will give a voice to the voiceless.
And our entertainment channel
will have no sex, violence or vul-

garity. Only those programmes
which promote our tehzeeb and
sanskriti will be shown. We will
have shows that talk about our
composite culture, promote com-
munal harmony and keep the fam-
ily unit intact. Today, TV is
destroying our culture, we want to
arrest that. It pains me to see the
kind of things they show on TV
today. Tell me, ‘Liril’ soap is being
sold both in Pakistan and in India.
But why is it sold in India by a half-
naked girl?”

Ibrahxm is quite confident of the
financial success of the channel. “1
am certain that within two years of
launch, we will be No.1,” he says.
Adds Bhartiya: “Arthur Andersen
has prepared a business plan for us
which envisages that we will break .
even in three years. The Indian
advertising market is Rs 3,000
crore, we want just 10 per cent of
it.”

The channgf promoters are talk-
ing to majof cable players for dis-
tribution of their channels and also
exploring/ the possibility of giving
i@ode to cable operators.

/More sanctions on Tallban expected

N

gw Delhi, October 29

' UNITED Nations Security

Council is expected to come out
with a second set of sanctions on
Afghanistan by the end of
November. These include impos-
ing a land blockade on the Taliban-
| controlled parts of the country — a

measure that could hit its ally,
Pakistan, equally.

Pakistan, the only UN member
state to recognise the Taliban,
wpuld naturally come under inter-

tional pressure to honour the
ew resolution and end its border
de with the Taliban. This mea-
ure is expected to effectively
ueeze the Taliban’s sources of
itary supplies at a time when it
has been seen making rapid gains
in the civil war.

did not have the desired impact in

Crafted mostly at the Ui 'ted
Statés’ urging, the Secuyity
Council’s stand at the close of a
year of sanctions on Afghanistan\yi
undoubtedly - influenced by the

October 12 terrorist attack on the

American warship, USS Cole, at
Aden harbour which left 17 dead
and 38 wounded. The Saudi mil-
lionaire, Osama bin-Laden,
already wanted in connection with
the August 1998 bombing of the
US Embassy in Kenya, is one of
the key suspects behind the attack
on the warship.

However, the Security Council
was considering sanctions even
before the attack on USS Cole.
Sources said, an evaluation of the
impact of the sanctions clamped
under resolution 1267 on October
15 last year made it clear that they

terms of squeezing the Taliban
either politically or economically.
The ongoing sanctions have two
main provisions. First, they require
that .all states ban arrivals or
departures by aircraft owned,
leased or operated by or on behalf
of the Taliban. The only exceptions
are flights intended for delivering
humanitarian assistance and per-
forming religious obligations.
Second, all countries must freeze
funds and other financial resources
owned or controlled by the
Taliban, directly or indirectly
These, however, did not have the
desired effect. The Ariana Afghan
Airlines flights continue to ply
within the country. A skeletal mail
service run by the Taliban contin-

ues to operate. As for the Taliban’
funds abroad, not much was for

in terms of baxk deposits.
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WWHIRLPOOL
Taliban St b?ggles with isolation ﬁg\,\O

THE stalemate in Afghanistan continues to fesfer. The
United Nations, which had withdrawn from the country
early in 1998, only to come back later after signing an agree-
ment with the Taliban jn May that year, is pulling out again
after its offices were raided by the militia. Taliban’s relations
with the world body reflect the difficulties of its international
status, which is a pariah seeking recognition. Earlier, it asked
a UN envoy to recognise it as the dominant force in the region
and showed itself to be sensitive to Secretary General Kofi
Annan’s accusation that it had bombarded civilians in the
Panjshir Valley. It is, it must be remembered, virtually cut off
from the rest of the world: its assets abroad are frozen and
Ariana virtually grounded. The only trade possible is through
i Iran, with which the organisation signed a border trade agree- .
ment and through Pakistan. Going by the desperation with
which passengers of an Ariana flight hijacked to London tried
to seek asylum in the UK, the economic situation must be
telling on the lives of ordinary citizens in that country. No
wondar the Taliban was overjoyed when these people returned
i to the country: proof that 1t was liveable. A commentator
points out that the Afghani currency is almost worthless and
most of the trade in the country is conducted in Pakistani
rupees. In fact, the principal economic activity in that country
might be the training and arming radical Islamic militants for
action all over the world. Going by the reports coming out of
Jalalabad, where Osama bin Laden is said to be stationed at
the moment, the jihadis are well-fed and well-provisioned.
There is little that the Taliban can do to negotiate its way
out of the situation. After its recognition of Chechnya, its
strategic worth for the gas pipeline project is nil. Moscow is
now determined to prop up the northern alliance to create a
buffer between the Taliban and the CIS states. The presence
of bin Laden and jihadis of universal Islam on its soil makes
its relations with a good portion of the Islamic world difficult,
if not impossible. The Taliban has become an appendage of
Pakistan, unable to define its foreign policy independently,
except in terms of rejection. The humanitarian presence of the
UN in Kabul was a sort of a token contact with the world and
Taliban had begun to show willingness to make concessions
like reopening girls’ schools and allowing normal health facili-
ties for women. The problem is that there are no takers for its
basic philosophy, too extreme to be sustainable within any
regional gontext. Pakistan uses Afghanistan and is promptly
caught /n its Kashmirclogic. But a common jihadi whirlpoy

may dyag both countrids down, as many in Pakistan warn.
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Taliban clashes with.

Oppn, seizes town .

AGENCE FRANCE PRESS
ISLAMABAD, MARCH2 ¢
\

FIGHTING erupted on sev-
eral fronts in Afghanistan on
Wednesday, with the ruling Tal-
iban militia claiming it had seized
a town on the Tajikistan border,
cutting off a key Opposition supply
route,

Sher Khan Bandar on the
Amu river border between
Afghanistan and Tajkistan was
taken after day-long fighting, a Tal-
iban spokesman told the Pakistan-
based Afghan Islamic Press (AIP).
The Taliban militia and Opposi-
tion troops also clashed on the

-frontlines north of the capital
Kabul and in the district of Imam
Saheb in northern Kunduz
province,  an Opposition
spokesman said. AIP, quoting
unidentified sources, said the Tal-
iban had captured Imam Saheb af-
teran eight-hour battle, but the re-
port could not be independently
confirmed. A Taliban spokesman
said the fall of Sher Khan Bandar
would deal a severe blow to the
Opposition alliance.

“The town is undekour control
and we have thus cut off an impor-
tant supply route of the Opposi-
tion,” the unidentified spokesman
told AIP from the Taliban head-
quarters in southern Afghanistan
Each side accused the other of
starting the fighting at the front-
lines on the Shamali plains, 50
kilometers north of Kabul.

Abdullah, an Opposition
spokesman said: “At the beginning |,
the Taliban forces had some ad-
vance then they were pushed back.
There is an exchange of artillery
fire but the frontline is stable now,”
he said. AIP said Taliban artiliery,
tanks and jets were involved in the
fighting, and Taliban officials in
Kabulblamed former government
forces, led by ex-defence minister
Ahmad Shah Masood, for the
clash. The Taliban breached the
frontlines in their “counter-offen-
sive,” it said quoting an unnamed
Tajiban official. At least four Tal-
iban soldiers died and three were
injured in the fighting, it said.

Taliban sources said the bodie,
of Opposition troops were lyin,
the area, but gave no details,

INDIAN EXPRESS
- 3MAR 28
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the fighting season during the suinmer.

I sharp contrast to the days when Kabul's
well known Luwdmorks such as Bagh-i-
Babur (the lawt resting place of Babur, the
great Mughal enperor) atracted some of
the city s more fashwnable elite to celebrate
Nauroz, there's only an uncasy cahin spread
across the ¢y, Fven Bagh-i-Bubur, built in
the memory of the prince ot love, shows
few signs of its pust decer, Winde the UN
has become involved i the relbiditation of
the grave site, the sutrotndine Lowns show

few jndicatior: of the rew s of vy patehies
which  ence studded  da

sprawling grassy Lawis x/l ]
sprawling gras-y 1 1¥Vlan

Despite the taany s ons
for pes-imizny however, the
Taliban bave beaun o bring
relative peace to an othsiwise
devastated  country. While
known as a radieal Bz ot
to much of the outside world,
the Taliban bave broaghe
about a renrgtable Changon
the country’s Taw cud code
envirorusng, though secicts
renains  subjoctd 1o tdeological
straight jacket Yo Pakivton st next door,
dew capomisation could vt e out  be
a pipe dieamn in the ond, bur Mehantsim
has shown some renakably Smpressive
results i harg awa, o ad Clanping
down ve the seotes o jeivae pulitiae
which onee dosanmed e nats vouds,

Despite the vinhic Liowever,
Afohaniztan reveane 1 from an bnernal
political seidement and hovefore exposed

to petiodic bloodhe 0 Poaden wonally

y wonwn
in today’s
Afghanistan
resent the
Taliban’s
prohibitions,
cspecially barring
thens from work

regressive policies such as women being
barred from work or men seeking career
progressions, partially through demon-
strating an obligation to sport beards, are
hardly the first step towards eventual eco-
nomic prosperity. With prospect for trou-
ble still rife below the surface despite a
visible consolidation of power by the Tal-
iban, it is no surprise then that Kabul has
witnessed at least four bomb blasts in the
past few weeks. While the human casual-
ties have been neghgible, the Taliban have
been quick to claim that the Northern
Alhance, a coalition of main-
ly non-Pushto-speaking fac-
tions, were responsible.

The opposing sides warm-
ing up to yet another round of
battle s hardly surprising.
The crucial issue for Pakistan,
however, is that of charting a
course that’s best suited to its
own national intecests. For
Tecent travellers to
Afghanistan, there are at least
three important  fessons to
leam

First, while the humanitarian crisis has
reached extrame proportions in parts of
Afghanisian, the Afghans remain a war-
hardened and tough peeple. Poverty-dri-
ven old men and women leaving their
fomes across cities such as Kabul, before
sunset, in the biting chill of the Central
Astag cold, s a powerful reminder of how
the day begins. Kids without schools,
pavents without access (o medicare and
wotnen without the means to earn a living,
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especially when left to dat€r for them-
selves, may not be a strange sight in a
country like Pakistan, but a nation in utter
distress like Afghanistan is something that
Pakistanis have not experienced for years.

Left to themselves without a major effort
to step up the paee of recopstruction in the
country, the Afghans are most likely to
continue to be the victims of internal strife
and the ruthlessness of the global nar-
cotics game two  reasons
Afghanistan’s notoriety in recent times.
But with a strong push on humanitarian
assistance, there is little reason to doubt
that a population as resilient as the
Afghans would not feel impelled to stand
on their own two feet, and lead the way to
sustaining a slow but steady course of eco-
nomic and social reconstruction. And
while the war continues in pockets of
Afghanistan, the Taliban’s success in
restoring order in large parts of the coun-
try could well be the first step towards a
fresh reconstruction effort.

Second, while a broad-based government
may be the vital starling point for
Afghanistan’s normalisation and long-
term stability, nevertheless, many Afghans
have tried living a life under their previous
rulers and still recall many unpleasant
experiences. The main roads from one
major city to another include strips lined
with empty trailers which once functioned
as the infamous check-posts where repre-
sentatives of one Afghan commander or
another would extort travellers of their
money and other precious belpngings.

any women i

Afghanistan resen

iban’s prohibitions, €Specially

barring them from work, but
there is a widespread consensus on the
view that their lives have never been as
secure as today. To many in the West,
such punishments as amputation of limbs
or stoning to death or death by gunfire,
depending on the nature of the crime
involved, may sound too harsh and comn-
pletely uncivilised, many victims of past
atrocities in Afghanistan find themselves
as peace with such powerful means of
deterrence.

On the road to a new political order or a
coalition, there are tough questions for
many Afghans, especially ones such as
why they should revert to rule by some of
the country’s most discredited rulers. In
the end, rather than being pushed to accept
such rulers, the Afghans are more likely to
prefer settling for new faces who are
thrown up in an evolutionary process.

Finally, the Afghans have been
dernonised for too long by much of the
outside world. A country of 25 million
with more than two decades of devastating
war and sufferings conditioning them, has
been closely associated with the image of
Osama bin Laden, the Saudi militant in
exile in Afghanistan. But demonisation of
nations is often counter-productive.

For Istamabad, the best policy option
remains that of continuing on a steady
course with Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers,
encouraging change through quiet persua-
sion rather than being tempted towards a
hardening of the stance. The best result
from General Musharraf’s visit could be
the opportunity to take another step
towards constructive engagement with the
Taliban on issues of immediate concemn
such as a broad-based government in
Kabul, a more effective check on drug
smuggling, gun-running and extra-terrilo-
rial militancy in the name of religion and a
more liberal approach to human rights,
including those cf women.

By arrangement with Dawn

for




_Taliban seeks proof
»\, . against Osama

By AmilBaruah

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 1. The Taliban
head of Government, Mullah Mo-
hammad Rabbani, said today that
Pakistan had made a “request”
regarding the Saudi rebel, Osama
bin Laden, but Afghanistan was a
“free” Islamic State. He did not
give details of the Pakistani “re-
quest” on Osama.

Mullah Rabbani, who is the
chairman of the Taliban Council
of Ministers, reiterated that Osa-
ma was a ‘‘guest” of the Islamic
Emirate, adding that the militia
did not believe that he was in-
volved in the August 1998 bomb-
ings of U.S. embassies in Africa.

Mr. Rabbani, who had meetings
with the Pakistani Chief Execu-
tive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, and
the President, Mr. Rafiq Tarat, to-
day stated that the Taliban was
not aware of Osama’’s involve-
ment in any terrorist activities.

He claimed that “all activities”
of the Saudi “jehad financier”
had been banned in Afghanistan
and the Taliban had presented
proposals to resolve the Osama is-
sue. It was up to the international
community to accept these pro-
posals or not, Mr. Rabbani main-
tained.

Mr. Rabbani repeated that if
any country had any “evidence”
against Osarna, it should be pre-
sented to the Taliban Supreme

The Chairman of the Taliban Council of Ministers, Muilah
Mohammad Rabbani (right), is received by the Pakistani
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, in Islamabad on
Tuesday. Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary, Mr. Samshad
Ahmed, is also seen. — AP

Court, a proposal which has re-
peatedly been made by the Tali-
ban leadership.

He said the purpose of his visit
to Pakistan was to further streng-
then bilateral relations. During
his discussions, it was agreed that
all Taliban consignments stuck at
Karachi airport would be re-
leased. Also, Pakistan had agreed
that -there should be no restric-
tions on transit trade to Afghan-
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istan, Mr. Rabbani raintained.

The issue of terrorism, he said
also came up for discussion. The
Taliban, Mullah Rabbani main-
tained, was opposed to all form:
of terrorism — both inside Af
ghanistan and from Afghanistan
He said that nobody would be
permitted to commit any illega
act from Afghan soil. “Terrorisn
is an act against Islarn,” he main
tained.



‘Terrorist

y Amit Baruah \,\“ A

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 4. Assuming a

terrorist carhps in Afghanistan
would be closed down. This “sig-
nal” comes at a time when the
possibility of a stopover by the
United States President, Mr. Bili
Clinton, in Pakistan, remains an
open question.

Gen. Musharraf told the State-
run Pakistan Television that he
would also be going to Afghan-
istan to discuss this issue further.
He gave a ‘clean chit’ to Mujahi-
deen groups operating in Kash-
mir, saying these were engaged in
“jehad” and not terrorism. How-
ever, some ‘‘splinter groups”
were engaged in terrorist activity
and need to be controlled.

There would be a high-level
meeting next week where action
against terrorism would be con-
sidered. The General maintained
that ‘“‘they said” even inciting
people to violence was consid-

ered terrorism. On India, Gen.
Musharraf said New Delhi was
trying to destabilise Pakistan mili-
tarily, diplomatically, econom-
ically and through its media.
There was only “one dispute”
with India, that of Kashmir and
other issues were mere irritants.

He was ready to talk to India,
but there could be progress only if
there were “efforts” from the
“other” (Indian) side. However,
the desire to talk did not indicate
that Pakistan was ‘“‘scared” of In-

dia.
‘Pak. will not
be intimidated’

Raising his anti-India rhetoric
to a new pitch, the Pakistani Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, said today that Pakistan
would continue to support the
“legitimate struggle" of the Kash-
miri people and “not allow India
to intimidate us’.

In a statement on the occasion
of ‘Kashmir solidarity day’ tomor-
row, a national holiday here, Gen.
Musharraf, who wants to project
himself as the “‘ultimate support-
er” of the Kashmiri cause in con-

trast to civilian Governments,
said: “We will persevere in up-
holding the right of the Kashmiri
people. We will never swerve from
the path of law and justice.”

“The spirit of freedom gains
strength by the day. The 20th cen-
tury witnessed the collapse of
powerful empires. The 21st cen-
tury will not tolerate vestiges of
alien domination. Sacrifices in
the liberation struggle ennoble
the cause of freedom. Savagery of
occupation forces demeans and
discredits the anachronistic de-
sign of alien rulers,” the General
said.

Interestingly, there was no ref-
erence in his statement to the
“‘extension of moral, political and
diplomatic support” — a normal
Pakistani formulation till date.
However, the General and the
new dispensation are not bound
by civilian fetters and want to
show themselves to be the ‘“true
champions” of the Kashmiri
cause.

“The terrible toll in Kashmir
should appall decent people in
India itself. They did not suffer as
savage a repression by their colo-
nial rulers over two centuries as

cynps in Afghanistan to be closed down’

their country has perpetrated
during the past 53 years. The
memory will haunt the Indian
generations to come,” the Gener-
al added.

Separately, the General was
quoted as telling The Washington
Post that Pakistan had not “‘scut-
tled” talks with India.

Musharraf to
visit Afghanistan

The Pakistani Chief Executive,
General Pervez Musharraf, has
accepted an invitation to visit Af-
ghanistan, the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, said today.
Dates for the visit would be
worked out, he said.

Mr. Sattar told reporters here
that Gen. Musharraf was invited
to Afghanistan by the Taliban
leader, Mullah  Mohammad
Omar, the Kandahar-based Amir-
ui-Momineen. The invitation was
delivered by the head of the Tali-
ban Government, Mullah Rabba-
ni. during his recent visit to
Islamabad. ““General Musharraf
accepted the invitation immedi-
ately,” the Foreign Minister
stated.

THE HINDU
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13 PASSENGERS RELEASED

- Hijacked Afghan plane
., headed for Moscow?

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 6. A hijackgd AI!ghan Arjana airliner
with ovér 170 people on board continued its odyssey
across Gentral Asia today, landing in Kazakhstan af-
ter beinj first taken from Kabul to Tashkent. The
plane later took off from Kazakhstan and is probably
headed for Moscow, the Afghan Islamic Press news
agency said here.

Earlier, the Interfax news agency said the plane
had landed at Aktyubinsk airport in western Kazakh-
stan. The city is close to the border with Russia.

‘Taliban unaware of
hijackers’ demands’

KABUL, FEB. 6. The Taliban Minister for Civil
Aviation and Teurism, Mr. Akhtar Moham-
mad Mansoor, said that his Government had
made no contact with the hijackers and his
priority was the safety of the passengers.

“We want the safety of the passengers,
that's our top priority, ” Mr. Mansoor said
from Kandahar. He said he had no clue about
the identity of the hijackers. Nor was he
aware of reports that the hijackers were de-
manding the release of Ismail Khan, an op-
position figurehead, held in a Kandahar jail.
The Taliban was in contact with officials
from the Uzbek and Kazhak emabassies in
Islamabad.

Mr. Mansoor said the Taliban wanted the
country where the aircraft landed, to ensure
the safety of passengers and return the
plane.

A Kazakh official said the hijacked plane
left the Kazakh city of Aktyubinsk today, but
its destination was not clear. — Reuters.

Here, the hijackers released three passengers, in-
cluding a woman who had suffered a heart attack on
board. Earlicr, they had released 10 passengers at
Tashkent, the previous stop.

Troops of the elite “Speznaz’” unit surrounded
the aircraft at the Aktyubinsk airport. (An AP report
from Almaty. Kazhakastan quoting members of the

country’s Emergency Situations Committee said
there were 20 hijackers on the plane.)

The hijackers reportedly demanded the release of
the former Governor of the western Afghan province
of Herat, Mr. Ismail Khan, a member of the ousted
President, Mr. Burhanuddin Rabbani’s Jamiat-e-Is-
lami party, who was arrested by the ruling Taliban
militia in 1997.

The Boeing 727 which was on a routine 40-minute
flight from Kabul to Mazar-e-Sharif in northern Af-
ghanistan lost contact with air traffic controllers
soon after take-off from Kabul. An hour later the
plane landed in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, where the
hijackers threatened to blow up the aircraft unless it
was refuelled.

Itar-Tass news agency said 24 tonnes of fuel were
provided before the jet took off again and landed at
the Aktyubinsk airport in northwestern Kazakhstan
and parked at the end of the runway as elite units
took up positions around it, Interfax said.

The news agency said ten passengers, including
four women and two children, were let off the airlin-
er in Tashkent. The exact number of those left on
board is unclear.

A spokesman for the Afghan commander, Gen.
Ahmad Shah Masood, who leads an anti-Taliban al-
liance based in northern Afghanistan, said the alli-
ance had no hand in the hijacking. He said internal
strife among the Taliban ranks may be behind the
incident which comes six weeks after the hijacking
of an Indian Airlines plane that ended at Kandahar
airport in southern Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban militia condemned
the hijacking. The spokesman for the Taliban For-
eign Ministry, Mr. Faiz Ahmad Faiz, did not identify
the hijackers. The Afghan Opposition spokesman
identified one hijacker as Gul Agha, a former Gover-
nor of of Kandahar.

“According to the information available the per-
son who talked to the control tower in Tashkent was
called Gul Agha,” the spokesman said.

Agha belonged to the Mahaz-i-Milli party which
was allied to Afghanistan’s former King, Zaher Shah.

There were 178 people on board, including 12
children and 15 crew. No officials from the Taliban
militia, which controls most of Afghanistan, were on
the plane, he said. — DPA, AFP, Reuters

THE HINDU
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Afghan plane hijacked

il\

® Former Governor of Kandahar among hgacﬂs

® An inhuman and anti-Afghan act, sayLTéliban

A1~

RMED HIJACKERS] believed to

Agf( a dozen in numbef, seized an

ghan commercial dircraft with

178 people on board shortly after it took

off from Kabul airport today. The pilot
was forced to fly to Kazakhstan.

The Afghan Ariana Boeing 727 left
Kabul in bright skies at 10 am (11 am
IST) but minutes later, as the plane
crossed the Hindu Kush mountain range,
it lost contact with air traffic controllers.

What should have been a 40-minute
flight to Mazar-i-Sharif, in northern
Afghanistan, quickly turned into a terri-
fying ordeal for the hostages on board,
among them 12 children.

After an hour the plane landed in
Tashkent~”(the capital of Uzbekistan),
the hijackers threatened to blow
P the aircraft unless it was refuelled.
An Uzbek official said 10 passengers —
"sick people, women and children" —
were seleased in Tashkent in exchange

Kabul, February 6

The man they want

THE HIJACKERS are demanding
the release of a former Afghan gover-
nor, Ismail Khan, who is being held by
the country's ruling Taliban militia, the
Afghan Islamic Press news agency
said. A key resistance fighter during
the 1979-89 Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan, Khan was governor of
the western Afghan province of Herat.
Taliban arrested him in 1997. Since
then he has been in the militia's cus-
tody in Kandahar.

for 24 tonnes of fuel.

The plane then flew on to Aktyubinsk
airport in northwestern Kazakhstan. The
hijackers said they wanted to fly on to
Moscow, St Petersburg or Kiev.

"We should say with regret that for the
first time ever an Afghan plane has been
hijacked," Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil
Ahmad Mutawakel said in Kabul. "This is

an inhuman and anti-Afghan act."

An Afghan Opposition spokesman,
Abdullah, identified one hijacker as Gul
Agha, a Governor of Kandahar before
the Taliban swept to power in 1996.

Agha belonged to the Mahaz-i-Milli
party which was allied to Afghanistan's
former king, Zaher Shah.

This is the second hijacking to hit
Afghanistan in just three months. An
Indian Airlines jet was hijacked in
December as it left Kathmandu airport in
Nepal.

. The hijackers flew to Kandahar, in

southern Afghanistan, where they held
the jet for eight days before releasing
their 160 hostages.

The Taliban operate a small and aging
fleet of jets at Ariana Airlines which are
prone to accidents. Ariana has only three
Boeing 727s and a handful of Russian
Antonov  aircraft. United Nations
Security Council sanctions imposed last
November forbid the airline from making
international flights. (AFP)
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“Taliban blame’
world for
¢\ ‘silence’
AFP, REUTERS and DPA oq\

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 8, — As an
asthmatic hostage was
released on the third day of the
hijack and a stomach illness
broke out among the rest,
Taliban still refused to talk to
the hijackers and accused the
world of being unsympathetic.
Supreme Taliban leader Mul- -
lah Mohammad Omar deplored
the “discriminatory silence” of _
the world, gaying there would:
have been a choris of condend-1™
patioh if a plane from another = -
! country were hijacked.
A Taliban spokesman said a -
senior official — perhaps dep-
uty foreign minister Abdul
Rahman Zahid, who is visiting
Germany -— might travel to
London to meet the released
passengers. “It'll only be to
receive our nationals; we won't
negotiate with the hijackers.”
Omar defendeq his decisior in
December to negotiate with
the hijackers of I&-814.
“Whatever we did was in accor-
dance with wishes of the
. Indian government, which did-
n't refuse to negotiate but.only
delayéd talks.” . -
The Taliban has been. told
UK’s negotiations with the
hijackers 4re “progressing pos-
itvely” AIP said in Pakistan,
Masood denial: The brother
of Ahmed Shah Masood today
denied the Taliban allegation
that the Afghan Opposition
leader is behind the hijack.

-
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)‘ﬁj ackers }'el/ease
ailin age?\),

Londoh, Pebruary 8 \X\’\

HIJACKERS OF an Afghan air-
craft  tonight
released one
more hostage
as negotiations
failed to make
any headway to i
secure the free-
dom for 156
passengers and
crew who spent
a gruelling

Ismail:_The man
third day in thé hijackers

captivity  on want freed

board the aircraft at the Stansted
Airport north of London.

The hijackers of the Ariana air-
craft, freed a man for medical
attention, police said. Armed
police and army special forces kept
watch on the jet. Contacts with the

hijackers had remained intact.
tish Home Secretary Jack
traw is understood to have

chaired a meeting of “cobra' -- the
anti-terrorism committee compris-
ing government officials, police
and armed services and agreed
that the talks must continue, thus
putting on hold a rescue mission by
the elite SAS commandos.

Supreme Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammad Omar tqday deplored
what he called the discriminatory
world "silence”" over the hijacking
of an Afghan commercial airliner.

"The world is silent,” the Afghan
Islamic press quoted him as saying,
..... There would have been a cho-
rus of condemnation if a plane
from another country were
hijacked", he said, speaking to the
Pakistan-based private agency
from Kandahar, the Taliban's
headquarters in southern
Afghanistan.

"If we hold any negotiation with
the hijackers or give in to their
demands, this will amount to
encouraging  terrorism,” the
Taliban leader said.

He justified his decision in
December to negotiate with
hijackers of an Indian Airlines jet
parked at Kandahar Airport, say-
ing "whatever we did then was in
accordance with the wishes of the
Indian Government, which did not
refuse to negotiate but only
delayed talks with the hijackers."

(Agencies)
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BRITISH AUTHORITIES OPEN TALKS WITH HIJACKERS

o

Eight more hostages freed

By Thomas Abraham H O ‘

LONDON, FEB. 7. Eight hostages
were released from the hijacked
Afghan airliner, which landed at
London’s Stansted airport early
on Monday morning, after nego-
tiations between the hijackers
and British authorities, leaving
another 157 passengers and crew
still on board.

The Ariana Airlines Boeing-727
landed at Stansted airport from
Moscow shortly after 2 a.m. on
Monday at the end of a 22-hour-
long journey that began in Kabul.
The aircraft, which was on an in-
ternal flight to Mazar-e-Sharif in
northern Afghanistan, was first
flown to Tashkent, where 10 pas-
sengers were released, and then
to the Kazakh town of Aktyubinsk,

India deplores
hijack
By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7.India today de-
plored the hijacking of the Af-
ghan Airline jet saying “We
deplore terrorism in all its
forms, including hijacking of
aircraft”. The Foreign Office
spokesman said India re-
mained concerned about the
safety and welfare of innocent
civilians on board the aircrafi.

where three more passengers
were freed and a leaking engine
was repaired. The aircraft then
flew to Moscow, where the hijack-
ers let nine more passengers go. It
then headed for western Europe
and eventually landed at Stanst-
ed.

Two men, a woman and two
children were freed around noon
on Monday, while two women
and a man were released a couple
of hours later. Sixteen women and
19 children are still said to bz

v
2
‘ i i

The hijacked Afghan Boeing 727 airliner on the tarmac at London’s Stansted airport soon after its
arrival on Monday. (Inset: ismail Khan, whose release has been sought by the hijackers.) — Reuters

among those on board. All the
passengers are believed to be Af-
ghan nationals.

Stansted, about 30 km outside
London, is the airport designated
for such emergencies, and has
staff trained to cope with hijack-
ing. The airplane was guided to an
isolated corner of the airport sev-
eral kilometres from the main ter-
minal, after which trained police
negotiators opened talks with the
hijackers. The hijackers are re-
ported to have demanded the re-
lease of Ismail Khan, a former
Mujahideen commander who has
now been jailed by the Taliban.

In marked contrast to its policy
during the hijack of the Indian
Airlines aircraft in Kandahar, the
Taliban has refused to negotiate
with the hijackers, and has hinted
that the British Government
should storm the aircraft to re-
solve the problem. A Taliban rep-
resentative in Europe, Mr.
Rahmatuallah Safi, was quoted by

the British Press Association news
agency as saying that “We are
confident that the British author-
ities understand the meaning of
terrorism, and how to deal with
hijackers.” He added “‘we are not
going to have any negotiations by
any means or under any circum-
stances with the hijackers.”

According to Mr. Safi, the hi-
jacking had been planned by Mr.
Ahmad Shah Masood, the anti-
Taliban leader who controls a
small pocket of territory in Af-
ghanistan.

Though specially trained SAS
commandos are believed to be on
hand to storm the aircraft if nec-
essary, the focus of the British ef-
forts so far has been to ensure the
release of passengers, and to en-
sure the safety and comfort of
those still in the aircraft.

“Our principal concern re-
mains the welfare of those on
board, and to this end, we are dis-

cussing the delivery of food/andr

Y
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medication to those on board,”
Mr. John Broughton, a senior po-
lice officer, said. On the hijackers
request, the aircraft had been
supplied with a generator, as well
as supplies of food and drink. Af-
ter the release of the five hostages,
Mr. Broughton said negotiations
with the hijackers were “‘at a very
critical stage”.

The aircraft had entered British
airspace at around 1 a.m., and
had asked permission to land,
which was immediately granted.
“It was pretty much a formality
given our international obliga-
tions and our concern for the pas-
sengers, given the shortage of
fuel.” Britain, in keeping with in-
ternational practice, allows hi-
jacked aircraft to land, but does
not normaily allow them to leave
with hostages on board. With the
Taliban unbending, the hijackers
have little option but to surren-
der,.et face armed action.
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Hijack ends, 60

seck asylum
“i in Britain
REUTERS G-l

STANSTED, Feb. 10. — The
four-day hijack of an Afghan
jetliner ended peacefully today
with the hostages and hijack-
ers climbing out just before

dawn., :
Nineteen peo?ﬁ%rest-

ed and about 60 of the 150-0dd

-peoble on board have reported-

ly asked for asylum in Britain.

The Taliban have alleged the

hijack was a plot by the hijack-

ers and some of the passengers
to gain asylum in Britain,

Its supreme leader Mullah
Omar has thanked Britain for
ending the hijack and asked it
to return the Boeing 727, crew
and passengers to Afghanis-
tan. Britain has chartered an
airliner to fly back to Afgha-
nistan passengers who wish to
go, the Prime Minister's
spokesman said.

Omar suggested Britain
should try the hijackers. Essex
police couldn’t say what crimes
those arrested might be char-
ged with. Officers were still
questioning the passengers
amid hints that further arrests
might be made.

Police have seized four hand
guns, five knives, a knuckle-
duster, two detonators and two

grenades,

'~ The first sign that the
hijack’s end was near came in
the night when two hijackers
left the plane for talks with
British officials.

Soon, around 3 a.m. (8.30 a.m.

IST), the plane’s rear steps

were lowered and all the 20

women and 20 children on

board and 45 men climbed
down. Three hours later, the
| rest came out.

B Another report on page 11
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22 arrested 1n

Alghan
(k]

London, February 11

e
; TWENTY-SECON‘) p
jxion has been arrested
& onnection with the fou
day hijacking at London's Stanste
airport, police said here, adding
that they now believed they had
detained everyone involved.

All the suspects are men, Kim
White, a spokeswoman for Essex
police, which is leading the investi-
gations said.

"We think we have identified
those who were part of the inci-
dent," she said.

The hijacking of the Afghan jet,
with 165 Afghans on board, ended
peacefully early yesterday. Police
made 19 arrests immediately after
the hijackers and passengers
walked across the tarmac, and two
more later.

The number of arrests appeared

to suggest thal ps———
The number of arrests

appeared to suggest
that some of the pas-
sengers had relatives
or friends among the
hijackers, whom the

some of the pas-
sengers had rela-
tives or friends
among the hijack-
ers, whom police
have estimated at
between six and
10. White said
checks were still
Being made to

plane

hijacking case

ebate about whether its refugee
policies were too soft, adds

-~ Reuters from Stansted.

Elation that the four-day hijack
had ended peacefully was tem-
pered by a quandary about how to
handle the requests to avoid a rush
of copycat plane seizures.

Police arrested 21 people from
the plane and recovered four hand
guns, five knives, two detonators
and two grenades after the drama
ended yesterday.

Afghan authorities have alleged
the hijacking was a plot to gain asy-
lum for the hijackers and some of
the passengers.

Home  Secretary  (Interior
Minister) Jack Straw told
Parliament that of the 150 people
on board at the end of the hijack,
60 adults and 14 dependants,
believed to be children, had
applied for political asylum.

"Let me make it
clear that, in the
talks which led to
a peaceful ending
of this hijacking,
no undertakings
of any kind con-
cerning asylum
were given by rep-
resentatives of the
British  govern-

establish  their . . ment," he said.
number. police have estimated "Subject to com-
The president of at between six and 10. Ppliance with all
Ariana, Mullah ’ - legal  require-
Hamidullah, on ments, [ would

Tuesday quoted an air steward,
who was released during a
stopover in Tashkent at the begin-
ning of the hijacking, as saying he
suspected that around 40 passen-
gers were involved.

His suspicions were reinforced by
the flood of applications for politi-
cal asylum - 74 - received by British
authorities after the bloodless end
to the hijacking.

The police spokeswoman said
that the theory being touted in the
British press that the hijacking had
been planned by Afghans seeking
asylum was pot far-fetched. "We
can't rule out this possibility."

Essex police were still to ques-
tion 10 to 20 of the freed passen-
gers today morning.

UK in refugee quandary: Britain
has faced requests for asylum from

74 hostages fregdffom a hijacked
Afghan ajghifier - setting off a

wish to see removed from this
country all those on the plane as
soon as reasonably practicable...."

Authoritative sources said Mr
Straw was unlikely to grant any
asylum requests since the flight
had started as a domestic one, indi-
cating that the passengers were not
fleeing in terror. His decision was
likely to take several days.

While their fate was decided, the
hostages enjoyed a different kind
of captivity from their cramped
existence on the plane - the luxury
of a four-star Hilton hotel. In
Afghanistan, the ruling Taliban
authorities told Britain to try the
hijackers and said they hoped the
British government would return
the  commandeered  Ariana
Airlines Boeing 727. The hijackers
would almost certainly face severe
Islamic punishment or even death
if tried in Afghanistan. (Agencies)

-~
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“faliban cautions

'
l
Il
u

l\GEncE FRANCE PREssag} (h\
KANDAHAR FEB 13

AFGHANISTAN'S Taliban Foreign Mmls-
ter Wakil Ahmad Mutawakel on Sunday cau-
tioned Britain against granting political asylum
to passengers freed from a hqacked Afghan
planein London.

He said if those se¢king asylum for economic

-hepefits get positive responses to their requests
‘more Afghan people wouldbe encouraged to;

K over passen @%

leave the war-tom country. “There should

difference between political and economic asy-
lum seekers. If countries are ready to grant politi-
cal asylum, people will go to many countries,” he
told réporters. He said the ruling Taliban militia
had clamped no ban on travel abroad by
Afghans. Afghan borders were open to anybody
who wanted to leave the country, Mutawakel
said. However, he said ifmore ex—hostagm retum
home it would discourage terrorists. The plane,
aBoemg 727 of Afghan Ariana Airlines, was hi-

INDIAN EXPRESS
14FEB 200

asylum plea

jacked soon after it left Kabul for northem
Afghan city of Mazar-e-Sharif on February 6. It
flew to Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Russia be-
fore landmg at Stansted airport in Britain the
next morning.

The hl]aCkCIS surrendered at London s
Stansted airport after four days of negotiations
on Thursday but at least 74 of the 164 onboard
the aircraft have requested asylum in Britain, So
far 37 people have mdnmtedwxlhngnm toreturn
totheirhomeland. .

-~
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Taliban tired of -
Pak imtervention

in Alghanistan

/
Wy

SOME SECTIONS of the

Apratim Mukarji
New Delhi, January 2

Taliban are getting tired of

Pakistan’s role in Afghanistan
and wish to reduce it. As
Islamabad’s hand in the IC 814
hijack gets exposed (as the Indian
government clearly hopes), these
dissenters may be encouraged to
push their line of thinking very
hard now.

After over three years of ruling
the major part of Afghanistan, the
Taliban find themselves still unac-
ceptable to the international com-
munity. The perception is growing
that acceptance would come only
after the militia has emerged out
of the shadows of Pakistan.

“The Taliban do not constitute a
composite body,” says analyst Tara
Kartha of the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses. Among the
various tiers of diverse people that
make up the fundamentalist mili-
tia, there are the Ghilzais Pashtuns
of Kandahar and the Durranis, the
two dominant tribes.

The latter however perceive
themselves to be superior 1o the
Kandaharis and this traditional
source of discord has been playing
its part in retaining the non-honio-
geneity of the organisation.

The influence of the Kandaharis.
representing the most backward
and fundamentalist region of the
country, is however supreme
among the Taliban, with the clergy.
the highest echelon, coming from
them. A hotch-potch of warlords
make up another tier in the
Taliban, while drug traffickers,
operationally linked to Pakistan.
have strong ties with the militia.
The role of Mullah Rockety (the
name is a derivative of his profes-
sion, arms dealing) is notable in
this connection.

According to Dr Sreedhar of the

\0 IDSA, the Taliban were Bo

in the
rugged mountains of th¢ Pak-
Afghan  border “insidey the
Pakistani territory sometife in

August 1994 The generally
accepted perception is that the
militia was born because Pakistan’s
Afghanistan policy makers were
disillusioned with the failure of
their agencies like the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) to
restore normaley in Kabul.

While they were looking for an
alternative, Interior Minister in the
second Benazir Bhutto govern-
ment Maj Gen (retd.) Naseerullah
Babar suggested the creation of a
students’ militia along with veter-
ans from the Afghan Mujahideen
who had fought the Soviet army
and were since living in Pakistan.
The search for a leader of such an
outfit came to an end with
Mohammed Umer Mujahid. later
Mullah Omar, close to ISI and
yualified with battle experience.

[t is however the heterogeneous
composition of the Taliban which
now appears to be widening the
strategic and tactical differences
within the otganisation. Over and
above cvery other factor is of
course the inherently independent
spirit of the Afghan which is begin-
ning to rebel against Pakistan’s
domination.

A subtle Indian role in facilitat-
ing the process of the Taliban pro-
claiming its independence of
Pakistan may not be an exercise in
fantasy, analysts say. provided its
timing is appropriate. The urge to
get out of Islamabad’s clutches is
already pronounced and may grow
strong enough to impact on the
Taliban’s relationship with the
eastern neighbour.

While the Taliban have been rul-
ing nearly 90 per cent of the coun-
try. Afghanistan under their rule
remains for all practical purposes a
non-state.
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ruling Taliban Government today
said it would not bow to mount-
ing U.S.-led international pres-
sure to expel the Saudi-born
terrorism suspect, Osama bin La-
den. “We will never ask him to
go,"” the Taliban Foreign Minister,
Mr. Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil, told
a news conference after a two-day
visit to Pakistan, which followed
renewed U.S. pressure on Islama-
bad to persuade the Taliban to
hand over Osama for trial.

Mr. Mutawakil said that while
the Taliban Government, which is
also under U.S.-sponsored U.N.
aviation and financial sanctions
over the affair, would not expel
Osama, it could provide “techni-
cal assistance”’ if the dissident
himself wanted to leave. He said
Pakistan had no influence in the
matter. — Reuters
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