Hong Kong resents Beijing

W«‘V"

BEUJING, JUNE 2. The Hong Kong
Government was involved on
Thursday in its first public row
with mainland China since the
handover from Britain after a
Beijing envoy warned Hong Kong
businessmen against doing busi-
ness with pro-independence Tai-
wanese companies.

The territory’s senior leaders,
who have previously stayed large-
ly silent when Beijing attacked

Hong Kong’s rule of law and press

freedom, leapt to defend its com-
mercial freedom. The row erupt-
ed after Mr. He Zhiming, a Taiwan
specialist in the Central People’s
Government Liaison Office in
Hong Kong, threatened the pow-
erful Hong Kong Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce. He told
members to shun Taiwanese
businessmen who challenged the
Communist orthodoxy that Tai-
wan is a mere province of the
mainland, which must return to
Beijing rule.

Ms. Anson Chan, Hong Kong's
Chief Secretary, said the remarks

envoy’s warning

had raised widespread concern.
“In our view, business decisions
are best left to businessmen and
should not invite the interference

_ of any official of whatever status,”

she said. Mr. Tung Chee-hwa,
Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, also
raised the matter with Mr. He's
superiors and received an assur-
ance that the office would not in-
terfere  with Hong Kong's
commercial activities.

Mr. He, vice-director of the li-
aison office’s Taiwan Affairs De-
partment, told the Chamber of
Commerce that some Taiwan
business leaders had openly sup-
ported Taiwan’s independence,
while trying to make money on
the mainland. “That is not per-
mitted. | believe all of you, listen-
ing to these remarks, will know
how to choose when seeking Tai-
wan trading partners.” Those
who ignored his advice would suf-
fer the consequences. Beijing is
expected to act rapidly to damp
down the row with Hong Kong's
hand-picked leadership. Beijing

L

leaders have beek pressuring Tai- {
wanese businessds to express loy-
alty to the cause pf reunification
since March, when the island
elected a new President, Mr. Chen
Shui-bian, whose party was his-
torically identified with the cause
of Taiwan independence.

Some of Taiwan'’s largest firms,
such as the computer giant Acer,
have since issued statements
vowing loyalty to the cause of
“one China. Taiwanese firms are
the largest foreign investors in the
mainland, pouring billions into
China despite political tensions.

There is also considerable sym-
pathy for Taiwan among Hong
Kong Chinese, many of whom
have friends, business partners
and even relations on the island.
In the years of British rule, Taiwa-
nese flags would fly across Hong
Kong on October 10, the national
day of the Chinese regime which
has been exiled on Taiwan since
losing a civil war to Mao Tsetung
in 1949. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2000.
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ﬁ?{mp‘lex issues vrderlie

summit between Koreas "

By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

HONG KONG: “In space, the jour-
ney will cover just over 100 miles,
but in time it straddles over 55
y ears”

The hopes and the anxieties, the
joy and the pain, the fears and the
doubts which have been aroused by
what could be the most important
event in Asia of 2000 were recently
well expressed by Korean journalist
Lee Chang-sup. “On July 20, 1969,
American astronaut Neil Armstrong
became the first man to walk on the
. moon and made his famous state-
ment: “That’s one small step for a
man and a giant leap for mankind.”

For one brief and shining mo-
ment, the world paused in wonder
and typewriters across the U.S. halt-
ed as millions watched the drama
unfold on the lunar dust of the Sea
of Tranquillity.

It may be a wild imagination to
liken Armstrong to President Kim
Dae Jung, who will land at Sunan
Airport in Pyongyang for an his-
toric summit with North Korean
leader Kim Jong 1l on June 12. Al-
though the world may not pause in
wonder, computers in offices across
Korea will become idle as millions
watch the historic moment. Indeed,
President Kim’s trip to Pyongyang
is a giant leap forward for the 70
million Koreans who have been
separated by the Demilitarised
Zone (DMZ) for 55 years.

In fact, the two Koreas have been
separated by the DMZ only for 47
years, since the signing of the Kore-
an Armistice in 1953. Before the
Korean War started in 1950, they
were separated by the 38th parallel,
which was the artificial border im-
posed upon the age-old Korean
unity by the Soviet Union and the
U.S.in 1945.

It helps to explain the many
tricky and complex problems fac-

ing this unprecedented summit if
we merely look at the initial prob-
lem which confronts Mr Kim Dae
Jung as he arrives in Pyongyang.

In every major city of the world
there is some monument or shrine
to which visiting statesmen pay
their respects. In Pyongyang, there
is the huge and imposing statue of
the great leader, Eternal President
Kim Il Sung, who s still technically
North Korea’s head of state, even
though he died in 1994.

Arrive at Pyongyang airport and

‘if you can be in any way classified

as a VIP, a North Korean wili slip a
bouquet of flowers into your hand
and ask you, ever so nicely, of
course, to place them by the Eter-
nal President’s statue. One mem-
ber of the European Parliament re-
cently described what happened.
“They told me I didn’t have to do it,
but their look was imploring and
determined. Before I had a chance
to reply, I found myself on top of
the hill of Mansu, behind rows of
people walking to the rhythm of
martial music. I saw the people in
front of me bowing to the statue.
But that was asking too much.”

It would be asking for too much of
Mr Kimgl?zf Juntﬁ to expect him to
go straight from the airport to place
his wreath before Kim Il Sung, First-
ly, such a gesture would symbolise
what North Korea has always insist-
ed — that it is the only legitimate
Korean state and that Kim 1i Sung is

Korea’s one true nationalist leader.-

The North regards the South as an
inferior, a puppet of the U.S,

Mr Kim may want to pay full re-
spect to his hosts, but he cannot af-
ford to exude this image. On the
contrary, he should send across the
image of two separate Korean
states coming together in a spirit of
unity with hope for eventual reuni-
fication, but recognising each other
as entities in their own right. For

c\'r/lZcial
©

North Korea to insist on a hordage
at the Kim statue would suggest
that it clings to a vision of its o
supremacy.

Secondly, what Mr Kim can do is
affected by timing, His epoch-mak-
ing visit comes a little less than two
weeks before the 50th anniversary
of the day when Kim Il Sung, en-
couraged by Soviet leader Stalin,
had ordered the Korean People’s
Army to conquer the South.

This problem surfaced when a
summit was arranged between Kim
Il Sung and then South Korean
President Kim Young Sam in 1994,
Kim 1l Sung died before the sum-
mit took place. Remembering the
war, Kim Young Sam declined to
send Southern condolences. The
North used this failure as an excuse
to cancel the summit. Now, Kim
Dae Jung is trying to overcome
those bitter wartime memories by
going to Pyongyang.

The South Koreans would have

referred a neutral site — either

eijing or Vladivostok — for this
first summit. Even the truce village
at Panmunjom in the DMZ would
have been fine with Seoul. But the
North Koreans insisted on Py-
ongyang and Mr Kim gave way. But
for him to also pay respects to the
man whom the South sees as the
person who started the Korean civil
war would still be a step too far.

The complications and the prob-
lems are endiess. It is not a simple
matter of Koreans getting together
and their shared sentiments over-
coming the long estrangement, al-
though there are many who naively
hope it is so. It is a highly complex is-
sue of how does one secure a rap-
prochement and a meaningful de-
gree of harmony between a secre-
tive, isolated, economically deprived
and totalitarian society and an open,
globally-integrated, wealthy and in-
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creasingly democratic country.
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died of starvatiqn away
the world’s gaze.

BEIJING, June 10. — North
Korea’s reclusive leader is to
welcome his first superpower
guest next month when Presi-
dent Putin travels to the ‘her-

borders are sealed, guards’ col-’
lect all mobile phokes at check-
points and access th Internet is
prohibited.

Having consolidated his posi-+ |

tion after takmg over from his

mit kingdom’. On the eve of the

historic summit
between Korean
leaders, Kim
Jong-I1 is sud-
denly throwing
open doors that
have been locked
for five decades.
Mr Putin can
expect to be en-
tertained royal-
ly while millions
of North Kor-
eans are starv-

late father, Kim

JOINT SEARCH

KUALA LUMPUR, dJune 10.
— USA and North Korea
have agreed to jointly search
for the remains of thousands
of US soldiers missing in
action in the Korean War,
the US defence department
said today. Both sides will
conduct five operations, each
of which will last around 25

11-Song, in 1994,
Mr Kim seems
confident to in-
vite foreign stat-
esmen. President
Kim Dae-Jung of
South Korea will .
arrive on Mon-
day and Mr Pu-
tin will follow on
July 19 during a
trip to China and
Japan.

The recent
rush of diplo-

ing. Mr Kim, 58,
is famous for

days, in Unsan and Kujang
counties. — Reuters

matic activity
hints at a mys-

spending his co-
untry’s scarce foreign currency
reserves on wine, women and
Western films. Until he made a
short trip to Beijing last week,
the North Korean leader had
not visited a foreign country in
17 years.

The meting with Mr Putin
could help open up the last
truly closed society, in which
up to a million people have

——

terious transfor-
mation of Mr Kim. On his
Beijing trip, he hugged and
kissed the entire Politburo.
Later he gushed about comput-
ers and praised China’s re-
forms. The playboy leader who
has always been keener on the
‘party’ part of the Communist
Party, told his bemused hosts:
“I have quit smoking and I
drink only a little wine.”
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By Harvey Stockwin S(
The Times of India News SerVice
HONG KONG: Barring another
unexpected - last-minute hitch,
South Korean President Kim Dae
Jung will set out on Tuesday on a pi-
oneering journey to Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital, in the hope of
at least starting the process whereby
the bitter division of the Korean

peninsula will begin to fade away.

President Kim will carry with
him the deep yearnings of 40 mil-
lion Koreans in the South for a new
day to dawn. Were they free to ex-
press their views, almost certainly
the 20 million Koreans in the North
would feel the same way. But they
are not. The one major uncertainty
facing this summit is whether chair-
man of the Korean Workers Party
Kim Jong IL is willing to consider
going beyond tactical adjustments
between the two Koreas to seek a
strategic rapprochement.

Throughout the South on Tues-
day morning Koreans will be glued
to their television sets, watching
President Kim’s arrival in Py-
ongyang, It is easy to calculate what
should happen although very diffi-
cult to expect that it will happen.
Given all the complications in
North-South relations, the two
leaders should take a leaf out of the
Sino-American book.

In the wake of the bitterness
aroused by the U.S. and China after
they fought each other in Korea
from 1950 to 1953, when then Sec-
retary of State John Foster Dulles
met Chinese Prime Minister Chou
En Lai in Geneva at the Indo-Chi-
na conference of 1955, he ostenta-
tiously refused to shake hands.

So when President Nixon arrived
in Shanghai in 1972 to break the
frigidity in Sino-American ties, he
descended from his plane with his
hand outstretched to the waiting
outstretched hand of Chou En Lai.
If President Kim descends from his

plane in Pyx}igyang with histhanl
outstretched to the waiting hand o
Chairman Kim Jong IL, the mil
lions of Koreans watching will sigh
with joy and relief. Rapprochement
will have finally begun.

An ultimate end to the Korean
civil war will be in sight. But there
will still be a long way to go. It will
come as an enormous surprise if
Kim Jong IL does
not, at some point
in the two-day
summit, reiterate
North  Korea’s
longstanding insis-
tence that U.S.
forces be with-
drawn from South i g
Korea. Conceiv-
ably, Kim may Kim Dae Jung
have been reminded to do so by the
Chinese communist leaders during
his recent visit to Beijing.

If Kim Dae Jung says a firm “no”
to this suggestion, as he must, then
he risks being branded again as a
US. puppet in North Korean propa-
ganda. It would be a surprise, too, if
Kim Jong IL fails to mention that
South Korea must abrogate its Na-
tional Security Law, so that commu-
nists are free to advocate the North-
ern ideology of Juche in the South,
Kim Dae Jung’s obvious riposte
should be that this will be done, as
soon as there are completely free
elections in North Korea.

The possibility that these hoary
old issues will be raised is suggested
by the fact that they have been res-
urrected prior to the summit in the
strictly controlled North Korean
press, which has failed to give any
clear signals that a new day is
dawning in North Korean political
thinking.

Yet undoubtedly North Korea is
interested in South Korean assis-
tance in improving its highways, its
harbours, railroads, electricity sup-
plies, communications and agricul-

ture. It was only after Kim Dae
Jung spelled out all these possible
forms of aid in a speech in the capi-
tal of unified Germany, Berlin, ear-
lier this year that the North sudden-
ly agreed to this summit. With bitter
irony, the one issue on which the
South Koreans eagerly seek
progress is the one issue on which it
may be very difficult for the North
Koreans to
budge. It is the
vexed question of
reunifying sepa-
rated families.
There are no
less than 1.23 mil-
lion Koreans in
the South who
fled from the
KimJongll  Noreh during the
Korean War, leaving families and
relatives behind. Many are getting
old. They anxiously want to see
their kith and kin. In opinion polls
this is the issue above all others on
which South Koreans will judge the
summit. Being a democratic gov-
ernment, this is the issue on which
Kim Dae Jung’s administration
must seek a Northern response.
But this issue also presents criti-
cal problems of survival for the
North. North Korea is a hermetical-
ly sealed isolated nation which sus-
tains the Kim Dynasty in all its self-

awarded glory. Could the dynasty

Koreans wait for a pew day to dawn

or the regime possibly survive if the
doors were to be opened to all
those long lost relatives, who could
then tell Northerners all about the
real world?

North Korea has gone to incredi-
ble lengths to isolate those few
South Korean tourists now allowed
to visit the North. But any solution
of this problem requires that North
Korea’s isolation must begin to
end. So the price tag for South Ko-
rean assistance — a greater degree
of openness than North Korea has
ever allowed before — may carry
too big a risk, in terms of possible
lack of control, for Kim Jong IL to
contemplate paying it. Yet Kim
Dae Jung must insist on charging it.
Neither his domestic South Korean
nor his foreign (particularly Ameri-
can) audiences will tolerate his
“sunshine policy” towards North
Korea if it merely becomes endless
appeasement, with North Korean
always pocketing the concessions,
and then asking for more. *

Kim Dae Jung has to insist to
Kim Jong IL that it takes two to
tango. At this unprecedented sum-
mit, upon which so many human
hopes ride, and which could be crit-
ically important for the future of
East Asia, Kim Dae Jung is going to
find out whether or not Kim Jong
IL is willing to dance.
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raised hopes that détente on the
Korean peninsula will set in

motion a general disarmament process
which will, in turn, lead to enhanced
peace and security in North Asia. There
are grounds for such optimism.

The Korean peninsula was the arena for
a fierce war between China and the USA
in the early 1950s. As the contact point
between rival camps led by the USA and
the former Soviet Union, it became the
world’s most fortified place after World
War II, and it remains so even though
the Soviet empire is no more.

Any détente, therefore, would cut the
ground for the USA to continue station-
ing troops in the region and to develop
the Theatre Missile Defence system. It
would also weaken Japan’s desire to
rebuild its military forces. A general eas-
ing of tension would ensue, although it
would be more in the psychological
rather than real sense.

Unfortunately, the strategic location of
the peninsula itself makes it difficult, if
not impossible, for lasting peace to come
by. Jutting from the Chinese mainland
like an arrow pointed at Japan and with
Russia slicing into its northern border,
Korea had been a target of major powers
for the past 150 years. In the 19th centu-
ry, being stuck between a crumbling
ancient Chinese empire and a rising new
Japan led to its annexation by the latter.
In the 20th century, it was the contact
zone for the rival ideologies of two
camps. For this reason, Korea was divid-
ed arbitrarily along the 38th Parallel,
which became, literally, the(w d’s mos
fortified border. & "~ \1
At the beginning of thé”new njillenhi-
um, the Koreans have decided to take
matters into their own hands. Instead of
accepting whatever is prescribed for
them by the four major players in the

-region — the USA, Russia, China and

Japan — the two Koreas are seeking
their own rapprochement. Their reasons
for doing so are different.

Stripped of superpower patronage by
the former Soviet Union, North Korea
stands exposed to global trends that do
not favour rigid and narrow economies.
On the other hand, growing affluence in
the South has created a strong desire to
reunify with the North, and to send their
guests — about 37,000 American sol-
diers — home. The strong US troop pres-
ence is a daily reminder to the South
Koreans that their fate is not entirely
theirs to decide — a special irritant to a
people scarred deeply by Japanese
colonisatio

his spontaneous effort by the
Koregris themselves to achieve national
recgiiciliation, any peace arrangement
imposed on them will not last long, as
evidenced by past experiences. So there
are some grounds for cautious optimism
this time round that a more durable
peace might result from the summit. Yet
the impact of inter-Korean détente on.
security in North Asia should not be
overstated. Without a change in the
American mindset, lasting peace will not
be forthcoming.

During the Cold War, rivalry between
the two Koreas mirrored that between

E first summit bew'
wo Koreas in five deca as _—\

arms race

in Asia?

A Pentagon paper shows that even with peace in the
Korean peninsula, the USA will find new excuses to
keep its troops in the region. CHING CHEONG reports

the USA and the Soviet Union, and pro-
vided the Americans with a strong
excuse to station its troops in the Far
East. In the post-Cold War era, the
threat from Russia receded but the USA
found a new source of threat, the so-
called “rogue states”, which renewed
support for a strong American military
presence in the region. North Korea was
on this blacklist.

With Pyongyvang now apparently ready
to start talking about coming to terms
with Seoul, as well as indicating a strong
desire te rejoin the world community,
one would think that, perhaps, the USA
no longer has a strong excuse for its huge
forward deployment. Unfortunately, this
is not the case. Washington has just com-
pleted an assessment of its defence needs
in the next two decades and the conclu-
sion is that a military build-up is nseded
to counter “pecr competitors”.

This is contained in “Joint Vision 20207,
a Pentagon policy paper that was pub-
lished on 31 May. Even without men-

tioning any country by name, it is obvi-
ous that the report is referring to China.
“China is the new Beltway buzzword,”
observed Dov S Zakheim, a former
Pentagoen official who is an adviser on
defence pelicy to Republican presidential
candidate George W Bush.

To defeat such an enemy, the policy
paper called for building up a military
might that would enswe the USA “full-
spectrum deminance”, which includes
contlicts involving the employment of
strategic forces and weapons of mass
destruction, major theatre wars, regional
conflicts, and smaller-scale contingen-
cies.

Thomas Ricks of the Washington Post
disclosed that when William Cohen
became defence secretary in 1997, the
first quection he asked Pentagon officials
was “[Huw can we change the assuinp-
ticn that US troops will be withdrawn
after peace comes to the Korean peninsu-
1a?” This showed that even with peace in
the Korean peninsula, the USA will find

45 g1 Prefvdent Kin -
e FE Y :
Dae-jung fleft/an.  Korean leader Kim

Jong ll, which are displayed to celebrate their
first-ever summit meeting, in Pusan, south of
Seoul. The two leaders will meet in the Nerth
Korean capital of Pyongyang. — AP/PTI.

new excuses to keep its troops in the
region. The Pentagon paper confirms
this.

According to Mr Ricks, the attention on
a possible military competition with
China is also reflected in two long-run-
ning, military-diplomatic efforts. The
first is a drive to renegotiate the US mili-
tary presence in North-east Asia. This is
aimed at ensuring that American forces
will still be welecome in South Korea and
Japan after the North Korean threat dis-
appears. The second is the negotiation of
the US military’s re-entry in South-east
Asia, 25 years after the end of the
Vietnam War and almost 10 years after
the USA withdrew from its bases in the
Philippines. These developments will
certainly not promote durable peace in
the region, even with détente in the
peninsula.

Quite the contrary, they could just spur
another arms race in East Asia. Quoting
former national security adviser
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Mr Ricks noted
that the effect of a build-up against
China “would be felt immediately by the
Chinese and would presumably precipi-
tate a build-up”. That, in turn, “could*
provoke India to beef up its own nuclear
forces, a move that would threaten
Pakistan”. A Chinese build-up also could
make Japan feel that it needed to build
up its own military, he added.

In drawing up its “Joint Vision 20207,
the Pentagon disregarded findings show-
ing that China was not that strong a
force. An assessment by the US National
Defence University surmises that
China’s military in 1998 was “probably
two decades away from challenging or
holding its own against a modern mili-
tary force”. Paul Goodwin of the National
War College puts “the window for China
becoming one of the world’s major mili-
tary powers at somewhere between 2020
and 2050”,

Surveying the prospect worldwide,
Russell Travers, an analyst at the
Defence Intelligence Agency, concluded
that “no military or technical peer com-
petitor to the US is on the horizon for at
least a couple of decades”.

So why this obsession with threats?
Carl Conetta and Charles Knight, co-
directors of the Project on Defence
Alternatives at the Commonwealth
Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
concluded that there was a mechanism
within the Pentagon that “invents
threats”. They noted in a paper that it
was a remarkable admission for a chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to say:
“I'm running out of demons. 'm down to
Kim Il Sung and Castro.”

They concluded that unless the threat-
invention mechanism was dismantled,
détente on the Korean peninsula alone
would not bring lasting peace to the
North Asian region.

(The writer is the East Asia
correspondent of The Straits Times.)
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Korean foes begin
peace talks today

B4 o |l
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE \ L

SEOUL, June 12. — After a last-minute delay, President Kim
Dae-Jung of South Korea will go to Pyongyang tomorrow in an
attempt to lay the foundations for a permanent peace with the
Stalinist North.

His meeting with the North’s Kim Jong-I1 will be the first between
the leaders of the Cold War enemies since the Korean peninsula was
divided in 1945. Secretive North Korea asked for a 24-hour delay in
the start of Kim Dae-Jung’s three-day visit on Saturday night.

But the South Korean government said today there had been no
new surprises. There were more frantic meetings at the presiden-
tial Blue House to prepare Kim Dae-Jung’s historic visit that will
have worldwide repercussions.

The President will fly to Pyongyang with a delegation of about
180 people, including 50 journalists.

The two Kims will hold private meetings tomorrow and on
Wednesday, when there will also be a general meeting with min-
isters and officials. Under the new schedule, Kim Dae-Jung will
return on Thursday through the truce village of Panmunjom in
the de-militarised zone.

The summit stakes are high, however. The West is worried
about the North’s suspected nuclear arms programme. The
United States has welcomed the holding of the summit but

remains wary. Washipgton, in particular, wants to make sure the
Koreas make no ptve to end the presence of its 37,000 troops in

the South.
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OREAN SUMMIT / MORE AID LIKELY FOR PYONGYANG

Mountain of tasks before

“*"us, says visiting Kim"

PYONGYANG, JUNE 13. The South Korean Presi-
dent, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, said today he hoped
his unprecedented visit to North Korea would
banish the long shadow of war from the divid-
ed Korean peninsula and pave the way for
eventual reunification.

In a banquet speech at the end of the first of
three days of talks, Mr. Kim also expressed the
hope that the summit would ease the reunion
of more than one million families divided by
the border that has split Korea for half a centu-

ry.

“It is my desire that, through this visit, 70
million Koreans will be able to be liberated
from the fear of a possible war,” the official
English translation of Mr. Kim’s prepared re-
marks said.

Family reunions were becoming increasing-
Iy urgent with the passage of time, he said.

“Many of the family members are passing
away due to their advanced age....we have to
attend to their life-long wishes.” Mr. Kim ad-
mitted there was a mountain of tasks facing
the two Koreas, and they had to be tackled
practically, one at a time, taking the easier is-

/ sues first.

“We have to explore the areas that will ben-
efit both sides.” Mr. Kim suggested, for exam-
ple, reopening blocked road and rail
connections and opening new sea lanes and
air routes between the capitalist South and the
secretive communist North.,

“When that happens, all Koreans will be
able to travel freely between the two sides and
work toward reconciliation, cooperation and

! eventual reunification.”

By working together, the two neighbours —
technically at war since an armed truce ended
the Korean war in 1953 -—— had-a chance not
only to contribute to peace and stability in
northeast Asia but also to send a message that

1

would echo around the world. q ’L)

“History has awarded glory to those na}ions
that choose reconciliation and cooperjtion
rather than distrust and confrontation,” the
South Korean leader said.

Earlier, Mr. Kim arrived in Pyongyang today
at 10:25 am (0125 GMT) after a 67-minute
flight from Seoul that took a circuitous route
over the sea instead of crossing directly over
the heavily fortified border.

Mr. Kim was met by the North Korean lead-
er, Mr. Kim Jong-IL, at the airport as crowds of
cheering North Koreans waving red and pink
flowers lined a red carpet leading to the South
Korean leader’s plane. The meeting, over the
three days, is the first between the two coun-
tries that were separated in 1948.

Mr. Kim is accompanied by 130 business-
men and officials as well as by 50 South Ko-
rean journalists, whose material is
incorporated in this story. Foreign reporters
were excluded from the trip.

Mr. Kimis to have at least two meetings with
his paunchy North Korean namesake, a shad-
owy figure lionised as a saviour and polymath
by his countrymen but demonised abroad as a
hard-drinking playboy and mastermind of ter-
rorism.

But he played down popular expectations of
a breakthrough from the summit, which was
delayed by 24 hours after Pyongyang asked for
more time to complete technical preparations.

“I don’t believe that we can resolve all prob-
lems at one meeting,” Mr. Kim said. “It must
become an avenue for ongoing and contin-
uous dialogue between the South and North.”
The best that can be hoped for in the short
term, according to independent analysts, is an
agreement on the delivery of increased South
Korean aid in return for more family reunions.
— Reuters
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PYONGYANG, June 13 - The
landmark Korean summit be
gan today after problems with
Pyongyang’s technical prepar:
tion caused a one-day delay.

All eyes are on Pyongyang
where the three-day summi:
is being held, because an
peace deal achieved in the
meeting will obviously help
reduce tensions in the Korear:
peninsula.

(“We are the chosen people.
The day of 13 June will g
down in history as a land:
mark,” President Kim Jong-1!
of North Korea told his coun
terpart, Mr Kim Dae Jung
AFP reported. They vowed to
make the summit a success. s

Mr Kim Dae-Jung. the fir+:
South Korean leader Lo visi
the North, has pledged to
make every effort to make sure
that families separated during
the 1950-1953 war could be
reunited.

While Mr Kim Jong-Il mus:
relax North’s Stalinist closed
door policy, the South too
would have to take dennitive
steps to convince Pyongyvarg o
its sincere wish for peacein:
reunification.
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Pyongang, June 14

ORTH AND South Korea today sign

an accord to reduce cold war tensiors

.and bring together families divided for
the past five decades, officials said.

The accord was struck on the second day of the
historic ‘summit meetings between President
Kim Dae-Jung of South Korea and the North's
supreme leader Kim Jong-Il. The agreement
covers four broad areas: North-South reconcili-
ation, co-operation and moves toward re-unifi-
cation, tension reduction,- families separated
since ‘the 1950-53 Korean war and exchanges
and co-operation in various fields.

Presidential spokesman Park Joon-Young said,
"The two leaders signed the accord, which was
drafted by south and North Korean delegates,
after studying it."

The “leaders held four hours of talks and
attended-.a state banquet at which they were
given ‘a standing ovation before signing the
accord; poovled television images showed.

Kim Dae-Jung hailed the success of the sum-
mit i ‘a speech to the banquet.

"The sun is rising at last for national reunifica-
tion, reconciliation and peace,” he declared.

"The talks were successful," he added. "I
express my thanks to chairman Kim Jong-il for
helping to reach the accord.”

The meetings produced results which indicat-
ed major strides toward ending more than half a
century of enmity.

Earlier in the day, Mr Kim Dae-Jung discussed
with North Korea's titular President, Kirp Yong-
Nam, p0551ble road and rail projects plus steps
to boost investment in the Communist North,
where living standards are about a 10th of those
in the bustling capitalist South.

A W

PEACE AT LAST: North Korean leader Kim Jong-ll (R) and South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
join hands after signing a written agreement in Pyongyang on Wednesday. Photo: AFP

In a despatch from Pyongyang, China's official
Xinhua news agency quoted a North Korean
official as saying agreements on investment pro-
tection and the prevention of double taxation
would be signed later on Wednesday to help
spur closer economic ties.

The three S Korean Ministers accompanying
the President — Ministers of Finance,

Unification and Culture and Information —
held separate meetings with their counterparts
today.

Diplomats said South Korea might broach the
idea of forming joint Korean teams for interna-
tional sports events, or at least marching togeth-
er under a unification flag in opening cere-
monies. (Agencies)
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Koreas sign land

PYONGYANG: North and South
Korea on Wednesday signed a
landmark accord on reducing
Cold War tensions and bringing
together families divided for the
past five decades, officials said.

The accord was struck on the
second day of historic summit
meetings between President Kim
Dae Jung of South Korea and the
North’s supreme leader Kim Jong
11. The agreement covers four broad
areas taking in North-South recon-
ciliation, cooperation and moves
toward reunification, tension reduc-
tion, families separated since the
1950-’53 Korean war and exchanges
and cooperation in various fields.
Presidential spokesman Park Joon-

\ g :
Young said, “The tw L’leaders

signed the accord, which was draft-
ed by South and North Korean del-
egates, after studying it.”

The leaders held four hours of
talks and attended a state banquet
at which they were given a stand-
ing ovation before signing the
accord, pooled television images
showed.Kim Dae Jung hailed the
success of the summit in a speech
to the banquet.

“The sun is rising at last for
national reunification, reconcilia-
tion and peace,” he declared.

“The talks were successful,” he
added. “I express my thanks to
chairman Kim Jong Il for helping

to reach the accord.”

ark accord

The meetings produced results
which indicated major strides
toward ending more than half a
century of enmity. The Korean
peninsula was divided between
the communist North and the pro-
capitalist South at the end of
World War 11 in 1945. They have
never officially ended the Korean
war with a peace treaty, leaving the
two sides on a virtually continuous
war footing ever since.

In one symbolic move on
Wednesday, the North halted its
loudspeaker propaganda broad-
casts across the demilitarised zone,
army sources said. The daily insults
and speeches were replaced with
MUSIC. (Agencies)
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Kims resume talks on families, econ

PYONGYANG, JUNE 14. The leaders of North and
South Korea today started a second round of
face-to-face talks, the second day of a ground-
breaking summit aimed at easing half a cen-
tury of cold war tensions on the divided pen-
insula. Television footage of the start of the
meeting, which began at 3 p.m. (1130 IST),
showed a relaxed, smiling Mr. Kim Jong-Il
making small talk with the South Korean
President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung.

Mr. Kim Dae-jung was expected to urge the
North to permit reunions of more than a mil-
lion families separated when the Korean war
broke out 50 years ago, South Korean journal-
ists in Pyongyang said.

He was also likely to invite Mr. Kim Jong-Ii
to Seoul for a return summit and emphasise
the need for a continuing government-level
dialogue between the estranged neighbours,
who have been technically at war since the
1950-53 Korean war ended in an armed truce
but not a permanent peace, the reports said.

Mr. Kim Dae-jung is accompanied by 50
South Korean journalists, as well as 130 busi-
nessmen and officials. But overseas reporters
were barred from the summit, the first be-
tween leaders of the two countries since they
were separated in 1948.

The two Kims were also expected to discuss
details of economic cooperation, particularly
how Seoul can help rebuild the North'’s shat-
tered infrastructure.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Kim discussed with
North Korea’s titular President, Mr. Kim
Yong-nam, possible road and rail projects
plus steps to boost investment in the Com-
munist North, where living standards are
about a tenth of those in the bustling capital-
ist South.

In a despatch from Pyongyang, China’s offi-
cial Xinhua news agency quoted a North Ko-
rean official as saying agreements on
investment protection and the prevention of
double taxation would be signed later on
Wednesday to help spur closer economic ties.

The three South Korean Cabinet Ministers
accompanying the President — the Ministers
of Finance, Unification and Culture and In-
formation — held separate meetings with
their counterparts today.

Diplomats said South Korea might broach

the idea of forming joint Korean teams for
international sports events, or at least march-
ing together under a unification flag in open-
ing ceremonies.

I am no hermit’

PYONGYANG, JUNE 14. The North Korean
leader, Mr. Kim Jong-Il, often described as
reclusive because of his rare appearance
in public, thanked the visiting South Ko-
rean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, today
for proving he’s not a hermit.

“Some Europeans say I live like a her-
mit,” Mr. Kim Jong-11 told the South Ko-
rean President at the start of their second
round of face-to-face talks.

“I've been to China, Indonesia and
many countries. But your visit has allowed
to break out of seclusion. I thank you for
that.”

The two leaders also chatted about Kim-
chi, Korea’s best known cuisine abroad.

The South Korean President said he had
some cold buckwheat noodles for lunch,
arguably North Korea’s most renowned
dish.

North Korea’s Kim, speculating that his
South Korean guest may have had to rush
through his meal, said: “You have to slow
down when you eat buckwheat noodles.”
Mr. Kim Jong-1l also said he watched with
keen interest South Korean television
broadcasts about the landmark summit
last night.

“It seems our compatriots (in the
South) also welcome the visit. And there
was some perspectives about the visit (on
the broadcast) that were introduced to
me, as well,” the North Korean leader
said.

“It was a courageous decision by you to
visit the North,” Mr. Kim Jong-Il said. “I
hope we were polite enough with you.” —
Reuters

Mr. Kim Dae-jung’s immediate priority is to
give some of the seven million South Koreans,
many of them old, with relatives or ancestors
in the North the chance to visit family mem-
bers they have not seen for half a century.

“The President said that he thinks the im-
portant thing is to reach agreements on mat-

-
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ters that can easily be put into practice,
though small, and to impiement them one by
one,” said the presidential spokesman, Mr.
Park Joon-young, in Pyongyang on Wednes-
day.

The warmth of the first day of talks, when
an estimated one million people thronged the
capital to greet Mr. Kim, drew a positive reac-
tion in North and South alike.

“The airport and streets of the capital city
of Pyongyang were wrapped in an atmo-
sphere of warm welcome,” said North Korea’s
official news agency.

South Korea's progressive Hankyoreh
newspaper commented: “Citizens in Seoul
seem to have had a change of heart about Kim
after seeing him on TV with his bright smile
and confident gestures guiding Kim Dae-
jung.” But it said Pyongyang needs to reach
out if the two Koreas are to overcome their
troubled past, a stance also taken by the influ-
ential and traditionally conservative Chosun
Ilbo .

“The success of the summit depends on
North Korea's attitude regarding its survival
and its openness,”’ the Chosun said in an edi-
torial. “North Korea should turn their interests
to economic development and in order for
that to happen, peace on the peninsula is a
precondition.”

Around the world, the positive mood of the
summit spurred hopes of eventual reunifica-
tion, with Washington and Moscow leading
the applause.

“I think the fact that the two leaders are
meeting is extraordinarily important... We
were heartened to see the warm welcome that
President Kim received,” said the White
House spokesman, Mr. foe Lockhart, in Wash-
ington.

The U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, said he hoped the summit would mark a
turning point towards lasting peace and sta-
bility on the Korean peninsula, leading to na-
tional reunification.

Russia also welcomed the meeting, which
comes weeks before the President, Mr. Vladi-
mir Putin's planned visit to the isolated North.

“It encourages hopes for a constructive dia-
logue between the two countries,” the Deputy
Foreign Minister, Mr. Alexander Losyukov,
told Interfax news agency. — Reuters
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SUMMIT / REUNIFICATION ACHIEVABLE, SAYS SEQUL HQ/@

g

SEOUL, JUNE 15. South Korea’s President, Mr.
Kim Dae-Jung, said today he believed Korean
reunification was possible, as he returned to
Seoul from a historic three-day trip to the rival
North.

“I return with the firm conviction that uni-
fication can be achieved,” he said in a speech
at Seoul airport. “Both Koreas have a long his-
tory of a united and single race.” He also
thanked the people of Pyongyang for the wel-
come he received there.

The special flight bringing the President
back landed at the airport barely an hour after
leaving Pyongyang where he and the North's
leader, Mr. Kim Jong-Il, signed a landmark
reconciliation pact. South Korea today un-
veiled an ambitious blueprint to implement
the landmark pact, but emphasised disman-

e

tling the Cold War structure on the divided
peninsula would be gradual. The proposals in-
cluded a military hotline and a railway cross-
ing at the demilitarised border between the
two countries. Official statements from the
South Korean delegation to the Summit also
called for Pyongyang to set up legal and in-
stitutional frameworks for future business
projects. These would include accords on in-
vestment guarantees, avoiding double taxa-
tion, payment settlements and bank fund
transfers, and intellectual property protection.
“To prevent any unexpected military incident,
we will push for the establishment of a direct
military hot line,” the blueprint said.

The two countries remain technically at war
since the 1950-53 Korean War ended in an
armed truce and not a permanent peace ac-

Koreans wake up to a new dawn

cord. Seoul would also seek to relink a {ailway
between the two countries which was dj
nected at the time of the war, and bujld an
anti-flood project on the Imjin-Gang river on
the border. Seoul said it would prepare for a
visit by Mr. Kim Jong- 11, who had accepted an
invitation to a return summit in South Korea
““at an appropriate time”’. The two Kims wrap-
ped up their ground-breaking summit after
clinching the wide-ranging agreement to
boost confidence and economic ties between
the two countries. It capped an extraordinary
two days which introduced the mysterious
leader to the world and raised hopes the two
Koreas might finally be able to knock down
what the South’s Mr. Kim called a “wall of
mutual mistrust”. The statement said the two
sides would begin a step- by-step process of
reuniting families torn apart when war erupt-
ed on the peninsula a half-century ago. “The
issue should be worked out gradually in a
process that takes into consideration the posi-
tions of both sides.

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung said he had raised in_ .

ternational concerns over the North's nuclear |

and missiles programme during the Summit.

“The issue of North Korea's nuclear (pro-
gramme) was raised, the issue of (North Ko-
rean) missiles was also raised,” he said.

The issue of U.S. troops stationed in the
South and the draconian anti-Communist law
also figured during the Summit. ““All kinds of
pending issues were raised,” he said, adding
that he had “very useful” talks and discovered
a “good prospect” for settling disputes. He,
however, reveal how his counterpart had reac-
ted on the thorny issues.

Thousands of families separated by the divi-
sion of the peninsula were gripped by emotion
and expectation after the two leaders signed
the accord. The declaration calls for arranging
reunions in August of an unspecified number
of families separated. Thousands of people
with family members in the North went with-
out sleep last night, excited over the prospects
ng their relatives. They huddled around
screens showing the two leaders holding
their joined hands aloft. — AFP
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more enduring thumbprints in historybooks than

J scrawlysignatureson piouslyworded accords. Itis
the images of South Korean President Kim Dae Jung’s
historic jor
more import than the accord he concluded hisvisitwith.
It is from these photographs, in fact, that optimism erm-
anates about healing the Korean peninsula’sstill smart-

S OMETIMES a simple handshake can leave

ing wounds, inflicted by the long dead Cold War, for

well-intentioned accords aimed at reconciliation and
- eventual reunification of the two Koreas on either side of
the 38th parallel have been agreed upon before, in 1972
andin 1991, only tobe soon fofotten-as the twosiblings
retreated into confrontation and suspicion. And, yet,
there isnogainsaying thatthe South Korean president's

summitwith North Korea's “supreme leader” KimJong
Tl exceeded all expectations. He has returned from Py- .

ongyangwithajointdedalationbrimmingwiﬂlmolveto
take initiatives towards reconciliatian, reunification, re-
duction of tension, reuniting families separated during
the war in the early fifties, and encouraging exchanges
and cooperationinsundry fields..
For all the cautiousness any optimism must be
. deiﬂ),perhapsthebigg&ctgainmthisenﬁremnﬁt
is that the mists of mystery and recjusiveness shroud-
ing the dictators of Pyongyang have retreated some-
what, In aworld perpe\:ua]ly on edge about the North
‘Korean leadership’s on-off fascination with nuclear
| esandlong-range missilesand the rate
stunts that could be engineered by them to tackle piti
fully severe food shortages, this is good news. Itoffers

ey into the Hermit Kingdon that carry -

Seoul searching W\% :

, mhgibles must accompany the historic Korean handshak

hopes of establishing a reliable line of communication
with North Korea’s elusive leaders. For, the two imme-
diate tangjble outoomes of the meeting of the two Kims

: arelﬂ(elytobeanlﬂitaryhotﬁneandarailmyansingat

the demilitarised zone. Indeed, the very fact that the
two leaders underplayed the thomny issues on every-
body’s mind — like the presence of 37,000 American
troops stationed in South Korea or the suspected nu-
clear installations in North Korea—indicates pragma-
tism and maturity. Seemingly innocuous gestures like
fostering family reunions and organising a retum visit by
Kim Jong Il to Seoul are necessary to counter halfa’
century of suspicion. After all, the two ocountries are

. tedmimllysﬁllatwat;addr&mhgnﬁlitaxypmblenswﬂl

require ail the mutual warmth and oordiality that can
be-generated from sustained people-to-people con-
tacts— forinstance, the prospect of fielding acommon
team for the 2001 world table tennis championships
and the 2002 soccer World Cup, as indeed of allowing
common entry to the two teams at this summer’s
Olympic Gamesin Sydney.

However, reconciliation is dependent on powers
beyond the peninsula. The countries arrayed behind
the two Koreas — notably the US and Japan behind
Seoul and China and Russia behind Pyongyang —
must be keenly aware of their role in movement to-
wards rapprochement. It is significant that the North
Koreans have of late been vociférously referring to al-
leged US involvement ina couple of ‘massacresduring
thewar. Itisaresponsibility all six nations must come 10
gripswithif theworld s tobe made asafer place.

—
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Korean summit declaration raises
pro : .
more questions than it answers *|*

By Harvey Stockwin 7
The Times of india News Service

HONG KONG:The first-ever docu-
ment signed by North and South
Korea is being widely oversold as a
‘landmark pact’ and a ‘historic
agreement’ setting the two Koreas
on the ‘road to reunification’. But
the cold reality is that the joint dec-
laration signed by South Korean
President Kim Dae Jung and North
Korean Workers Party Chairman
Kim Jong Il raises more questions
than it answers, and is, in one impor-
tant sense, a big disappointment.

Put in Indian terms, the ‘Py-
ongyang Declaration’, as President
Kim has already called it, bears a
likeness to the ‘Lahore Declaration’
which was supposed to usher in a
new era of Indo-Pakistan amity.
Similarly, there are those skeptics in
South Korea who wonder, given
North Korea’s unpredictable track
record, whether another ‘Kargil’
may yet lie in store. An analysis of
the Pyongyang Declaration is made
all the more difficult by the fact that
at least three translations into Eng-
lish have so far emerged.

First and foremost, the summit

produced a ‘joint declaration’, a rela-
tively low form of diplomatic format,
usually used by nations when they
prefer to affirm general principles
without tying themselves down to
specifics. What has been produced at
this summit is not even a joint com-
munique, still less a joint agree-
ment—although this has not stopped
the media from hailing it as such.
Second, the two Koreas have
sought to finesse the very real differ-
ences that divide the communist

= NEWS ANALYSIS ==

North from the democratic South by
asserting an undefined Korean na-
tionalism vis-a-vis the rest of the
world. This intent comes across
clearly in the first of five points in
the Pyongyang Declaration —The
South and the North have agreed to
resolve the question of reunification
independently and through the joint
efforts of the Korean people, who
are the masters of the country’
Third, the two sides have declared
that ‘there is a common element in
the South’s concept of a confedera-

7 tion and the North’s formula for a

loose form of federation. Thd South
and North agree to promote reunifi-
cation in that direction’. This clearly
raises more questions than it an-
swers, since the North’s concept of
federation, leaves the Kim commu-
nist dynasty in charge of the whole
country, a position democratic
South is not likely to agree to.

Fourth, and in some ways most
important, given the emotions
aroused by the summit, the two Ko-
reas ‘agree to resolve promptly hu-
manitarian issues such as exchange
visits by separated family members
and relatives on the occasion of the
August 15 National Liberation
Day’. In the South, this is the big is-
sue as 1.23 million direct and over
seven million indirect relatives of
Northerners are agitating to see
their family members before they
die. The promise in the joint declara-
tion scarcely suggests a proper reso-
lution of this huge problem. On the
contrary, it suggests tokenism, with
possibly a couple of hundred of rela-
tives from both sides having re-
unions on August 15 in the truce vil-
lage of Panmunjom.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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/\«\‘\ Kith and Kims

At the end of the first ever summit between the leaders\(*t e
halves of divided Korea, President Kim Dae Jung and North Kordan
supremo Kim Jong Il delivered more than what the world was led to
pect. They have agreed to reduce tension, step up their economic an
cultural cooperation, permit the reunion of divided families; they have
also reasserted their common objective of working towards reunifica-
tion. Kim Jong Il has accepted an invitation to visit Seoul and a hotline is
to be set up between the two capitals. This is a victory for the ‘sunshine’
policy doggedly pursued by President Kim Dae-Jung — of cultivating
North Korea in spite of its intransigence and hostility. The man who
made his way to the Korean presidency from the death row cell to which
a military regime had sent him has succeeded in breaking through to the
‘hermit country’. The compulsions and pressures which brought North
Korea to the present summit are multiple and enormous. It has been suf-
fering from food shortages and economic crises for successive years. Its
ability to maintain a large army and continue a policy of confrontation
towards South Korea — which hosts 37,000 US troops — is steadily de-
clining. Pyongyang’s traditional patrons, Russia and China, have fervent-
ly embraced the market economy and have established very cordial and
far more productive relations with South Korea. Internationally, North
Korea is totally isolated and has to depend heavily on external sources
for its energy and food supplies. The US cites North Korea as the fore-
most reason for wanting to deploy a missile defence system and the Rus-
sians, Europeans and Japanese are inclined to agree with that assess-
ment. North Korea could not continue to slide down the slippery slope
of becoming a failed state. The statesmanship of Kim Dae Jung offers a
way out and it was sensible of Kim Jong Il to have responded.

All this does not mean the reunification of the two Koreas is
around the corner. A unified Korea with a population of 80 million
will be a very powerful nation in East Asia. The four most powerful
nations of the world — the US, China, Japan and Russia — all have
their reservations about this. The South Koreans understand this
and have decided to go about reunification at a manageable pace.
The emphasis is on the opening up and building up of economic
relations; confederation and reunification will come last. The South
Koreans have carefully studied the lessons of German reunification
and are determined not to create similar problems for themselves.
Therefore, the immediate benefits flowing from the present summit are
likely to be economic aid, particularly food aid from South to North, re-
unification of families and the reduction of tension. Sceptics may point
to the failure of earlier peace efforts but the circumstances were differ-
ent as North Korea has never been in such dire straits as it is today. India
has a stake in the efforts of President Kim Dae Jung. Hopefully, if Seoul
succeeds in establishing a significant economic aid link with Pyongyang
and develops leverage over its northern neighbour, it should be possible
for it to exert pressure on North Korea not to proliferate Nodong
missiles to Pakistan. Till now the North Koreans justified their missile
and arms transfer policies in terms of their economic compulsions.
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W The Times of India News Service \¢

HONG KONG: The unprecedented summit meeting be-
tween North and South Korea ended on a high not¢ on
Friday with South Korean President Kim Dae Jung and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Il publicly embracing each
other amidst a rousing, but regimented, send-off at the Py-
ongyang airport.

Arriving at Seoul’s Kimpo airport to
another rousing, but partially regi-
mented welcome, President Kim
claimed that the summit was the
biggest event in the Korean history and
it had convinced him that reunification
of the peninsula was possible. “To us,
it’s a new day,” Mr Kim said, adding,
“We are at the juncture of opening a
new chapter in our history, putting an
end to 55 years of division and hostility.”

Mr Kim hardly needed to oversell the North-South
joint declaration which the two leaders signed at midnight
on Wednesday after a four-hour summit session. It was al-
ready being done for him.

“The Korean peninsula has just escaped the threat of
war and is heading for true peace and prosperity,” one lo-
cal paper claimed. Yet nothing said or done at the summit
can alter the fact that 1.1 million North Korean soldiers
stand poised just north of the demilitarised zone, with
roughly 1,000 North Korean artillery pieces within the

Kim Dae Jung

part with a promiée to meet again

range of Seoul. Earlier at the Pyongyang airport, Mr Kim
Jong 11 walked with President Kim all the way along the
red carpet to his plane before giving the South Korean
leader an unexpected hug before the latter boarded the
plane.

In this, and many other ways the summit was a coming-
out party for Mr Kim Jong II, who, prior to the summit,
had been very rarely photographed and
whose voice had been recorded by the out-
ide world only once. He was a demonised
igure until this summit which, thanks to
TV coverage, has humanised him in the
outh Korean eyes.

The most tangible achievement spelt out
| in the North-South joint declaration signed
§ by the two leaders was that President Kim
M§. . | cordially invited his North Korean counter-
Kim Jong part to visit Seoul and chairman Kim had
accepted the invitation. The South Korean government
has expressed the hope that the North Korean leader
would visit on August 15 as the day marks Korea’s libera-
tion from the Japanese colonial rule in 1945.

Apart from this, the joint declaration indicates that the
two Koreas will keep contacts alive. Both the leaders have
put so much of their prestige behind in trying to improve
the atmosphere between the two nations that they now
seem to have little choice but to see that dialogue leads to
tangible achievements. They have raised hopes so high,
they must now quickly seek substantial achievement.
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IT WOULD HAVE beerhwrong to have had high
expectations of the first-éyer Korean summit in
half a century. The very fact that the South Ko-
rean President, Mr. Kim Dae-Jung, and the
North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong-Il, met for
three days with their delegations is seen as a
breakthrough in international relations. Bring-
ing Pyongyang and its reclusive leader out of
their isolation was by itself an achievement.
Even before the parliamentary elections a cou-
ple of months ago, Mr. Kim Dae-Jung an-
nounced his plans for the summit. Not
surprisingly, the people in both Seoul and

Pyongyang are excited about the prospects of

reconciliation and possible reunification. But it
is premature to talk of long-term gains from the
summit and the two leaders have been very
pragmatic. They are conscious of the high ex-
pectations and the serious problems. They pre-
fer to go step by step and see where it leads.
Five decades have gone by since the 1950-53
war and despite the armistice, there have been
persistent tensions in the Korean peninsula and
frequent skirmishes in the demilitarised zone as
well as the sea. To reduce tensions and to work
towards reconciliation will be the first major
step the two Koreas should take.

At this summit, the two Kims signed at least

four major agreements. There is basic agree-
ment on the need to reduce tensions and work
towards ultimate reunification. But that is obvi-
ously a medium or long-term plan. From Se-
oul’s viewpoint, there was growing pressure on
the President to open the borders for the re-
union of families separated by the war. An old
generation wants to meet up with long-lost rel-
atives before it is too late. This is bound to have
an emotional impact in the weeks and months
to come, before the actual reunion takes place.
The repatriation of political prisoners will be

% THE KOREAN SUMMIT w;»

another positive outcome. For the North, food
and economic development remain on top of
the agenda. Even at the four-party talks, which
included China and the U.S., Pyongyang de-
manded increased food supply and economic
assistance. Seoul may be right in asking for road
and air linkages with the North and has offered
to play a lead role in developing the infrastruc-
ture. Top businessmen from the South have al-
so visited Pyongyang, along with the President.

Apart from the bilateral and regional per-
spective, the proposed reunification of the Ko-
reas has considerable international
ramifications. Just as Mr. Kim Jong-1l decided to
make a flying visit to Beijing for consultations
before the summit, Mr. Kim Dae-Jung has been
in close and constant touch with Washington
and Japan. North Korea's nuclear programme
and its plans for a long-range missile have
caused considerable concern in the region and
revived U.S. plans for a missile defence system.
Similarly, Pyongyang will continue to raise the
issue of the presence of some 37,000 American
troops in South Korea. Going by the German
experience, it is not going to be easy for the two
Koreas to bury the past, overcome their suspi-
cions and sort out the major social, political
and economic differences to work for a smooth
reunification. But now that a beginning has
been made and the two leaders have agreed
that it is “‘obligatory” to work towards that goal,
the long journey must begin. As Mr. Kim Dae-
Jung has suggested, it is easier to start with is-
sues which unite and encourage people-to-
people contact. If the two Kims take it seriously,
Korean reunification could change the com-
plexion of the region and the world. Besides
removing a flashpoint, it could bring about a
transformation in the Asia-Pacific equations.
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KOREA / ROAD LINK TO BE RESTORED

SEnificant gestures
% set in motion

SEOUL, JUNE 16. North and South
Korea today embarked on a new
era of reconciliation with small
but significant gestures following
this week’s summit in Pyongyang.

The North allowed a southern
fishing boat that had strayed
across the disputed Yellow Sea
border to sail back to its home
port at Paengnyongdo island with
its two crew members.

A year ago on Thursday, North
and South Korean naval vessels
clashed on the yellow sea border
in their worst naval firefight since
the 1950-53 Korean war.

Another cold war fixture that
was the highlight of any trip to
Korea’s demilitarized zone (DMZ)
passed into history today when
Seoul turned off its propaganda
speakers.

For decades, public address
systems on both sides of the four
km wide no-man’s land that cuts
a 242-km swath across the Korean
peninsula have blasted insults
and pleas for soldiers to defect.

The South Korean President,
Mr. Kim Dae-jung, basking in the
acclaim of global leaders and his
own people, ordered his Cabinet
to find ways of implementing a
summit accord with the North's
Mr. Kim Jong-1Il, that would coax
the Stalinist state out of its self-
imposed isolation and help re-
build its economy.

An early priority for the Presi-

dent is to restore the 25-km rail
link between the two countries,
severed at the start of the Korean
war in 1950.

When restored, the line would
link the strategic peninsula to the
Asian mainland and Europe. Mr.
Kim called it “a silk road in the
new millennium”. The two Ko-
rean leaders made considerable
headway on a reunification pro-
posal, Mr. Kim said.

Pyongyang has now accepted
Seoul’'s confederation idea of
“two governments and two sys-
tems” in which North and South
Korea would exercise their own
diplomacy and defence, Mr. Kim
said.

North Korea's heretofore enig-
matic and reclusive leader, Mr.
Kim Jong-1l made a huge splash at
the summit, raising expectations
the secretive regime was ready to
end its isolation.

The unpredictable North Ko-
rean leader even gave a thumbs
up to the idea of a visit by Pope
John Paul, Mr. Kim Dae-jung’s
spokesman said today.

Mr. Kim said he told the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, by tel-
ephone that he had urged Pyon-
gyang to cooperate in missile
talks with Washington because
that would further peace and
cooperation between the two Ko-
reas. — Reuters




{, The Pyongyang summit Q}K‘J

O tort)ous logic was involved in the summit meeting

between\the two Korean Presidents successfully concluded
in Pyongyang last week. Two earlier summit proposals eame
to nought, thefirst because of protocol, the second because one
of the leaders involved, Kim Il Sung, died. There is a basic
emotional bond between the two Koreas that has never been
broken, despite the state of virtual war since 1953. The Cold
War context is gone and the conflict has assumed a new
shape, having more to do with regional balances of power and
a possible reassessment by North Korea of its own position in
the new world, than by superpower rivalry. This break with
the Cold War context is on both sides: the South has made a
transition towards democracy, electing a President with a
“sunshine policy” towards the North, of gradual rapproche-
ment, wons in hand. In the North, the death of Kim Il Sung
can be construed as a policy shift in itself. Kim Il Sung was a
first-generation Communist and was less likely to compromise
with post-Cold War realities than his son who cultivates all
capitalist vices as a good Communist should, but may have
also seen the absurdity of having ballistic missiles pointed at
the very countries which supply him food for his starving peo-
ple. North Korea’s current engagement with the world began
in 1994, with the framework agreement with the United
States, which opened up its nuclear sites to US inspection in
return for nuclear power plants. But more than US pressure,
it is the effervescent capitalism that surrounds it which proba-
bly told on the old-fashioned Stalinist regime in Pyongyang. In
the absence of the old barter blocs that sustained such
regimes, North Korea became economically unviable. Castro is
facing similar difficulties. North Korea has recently restored
ties with Italy, while Japan and Australia are about to do the

: same, lured by cheap and skilled labour.

The summit, therefore, has to be seen in the backdrop of
North Korean compulsions. South Korea would be the country
most willing to bail it out of economic morass, a responsibility
that President Kim Dae Jung has already said he is willing to
undertake. The joint declaration in Pyongyang may have
touched only upon non-security issues: the reunification of
families, South Korean investment in the North and ultimate
reunification. But its significance is clear: the Korean war is
over, neither Pvongyang nor Seoul are pretending to represent
the true Korea anymore. This does not mean that 37,000 US
troops will withdraw immediately or that strong anti-rap-
prochement lohbies on both sides will stop functioning and
creating difficulties. What this means is that the apparatus of
hostility can be gradually dismantled. Especially since none of
the other strategic players in the region have any great desire
to see the status yuo in the peninsula endure, not even China
which saw the setting up of the Trilateral Coordination
Oversight Group between the US, Japan and South Korea,
after the North lobbed a missile over Japan in August 1998, It
is North Korea which needs the Chinese pat on the bagk to
bolster morale, more than the Chinese have any need {for a
strate?c partner or a sphere of influence.
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Seoul sees Chinesefole

in Korean_ unification

Beijing, June 19

CHINA CAN play a crucial role in
promoting further talks between
the two Koreas and eventually help
them towards unification, a South
Korean embassy officjal in Beijing
said today. .

China is the country closest to
reclusive North Korea, and can

elp its isolated leaders get a bet-

er idea about what is going on
abroad, said Lee Kyu-Hyung, a
Minister at the embassy.

"We encourage the Chinese to
welcome the North Koreans," the
South Korean embassy official said
at a briefing of reporters in the
Chinese capital.

“At the end of last month, North
Korean leader Kim Jong-II went to
Beijing in his first publicised visit

. abroad since taking over the reins
of power from his father Kim II-

*

Sung in 1994. \’\(\} \

1t is widely believed that the 'aim
of Kim's visit was partly to prepare
for the summit with South Korean
President Kim Dae-Jung, which
took place last week.

"I Believe the objective of the
visit was two-fold," the embassy
official said. "One was the restora-
tion of ftraditional relations
between the two countries and
another to exchange views on the
summit."

China is one of the four outside
nations with the most direct stake
in developments on the Korean
peninsula, along with the United
States, Japan and Russia.

China's interest in relations
between the two Koreas was
reflected in its congratulations
extended over the summit, Lee
said.

(AFP)

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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L\\ { L, \ EUTERS ”
o\ e G __ CAIPEL June 20. — The Taiwih Presi
lenty Mr Chen Shui-Bian, 101 out an olive branch to China toc
Ay, Jpviting his Chinese ,oypterpart, Mr Jiang Zemin, to a sum
it aldng the lines of last weok’s Korea summit. China ignored th
e Taiwan President’s call for the summit.

“We demand that Taiwan’s leadershi
principle,” the Chinese foreign mini
Bangzao, said. “Under this precondif k
cussed,” he said. e
. Mr Chen said, “If North and South K« ({1
ea can, why can’t the two gidag of the (Taiwan) strait?” “I invite
Mr Jiang Zemin, to join pands and work to create a moment li
* the handshake between Noyth and South Korea,” Mr Chen saic &

“I believe leaders of the two sides of t ;.
originality to rewrite history and crea ; tl
was no immediate reaction from Beijin ;1-_-,.(

Mr Chen said the summit can be hel ™
should not be restricted by any precor
has not ruled out backing Beijing’s bic
and offered to co-host some events if B

« recognise the one-China
try spokesman, Mr Zhu
on anything can be dis-

straits have wisdom and
history, ” he said. There

in any form or place and
tions. He said the island
» host the 2008 Olympics
ng won the bid.
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" A Tale of Two Kims

New

T recent Pyongyang\summit
meeting between South¥Korean
President Kim Dae Jung and the
North Korean supremo Kim Jong Il
has a historical poignancy about it
— coming as it does on the eve of
the SOth anniversary of the three-
year Korean war that was triggered
on June 25,1950, While the outcome
at Pyongyang is perceived as being
largely symbolic due to the many
intractable issues and animosities
that continue to divide the two Ko-
reas, the summit draws attention to
the relevance that the Korean
peninsula — either divided or unit-
ed — has for post Cold War Asian
geo-politics and the strategic inter-
ests of the four major powers the
US, China, Russia and Japan.

The divided Korean peninsula is
in many ways the last Asian vestige
of the now interred Cold War and
the tentative reconciliation process
that has begun may weli stabilise a
complex geo-political region that is
still seen as being inherently unsta-
ble. During the Cold War decades it
was common to refer to North East
as a region of four scorpions — Chi-
na, Japan, South and North Korea
— each watching the other warily
but trapped in the (US-Soviet) bot-
tie of the Cold War. Little is known
about the communist North Korean
regime, often alluded to as the ‘her-
mit kingdom’ due its fierce insulari-
ty except that the regime has been
variously described in the dominant
western perception as a nuclear
weapon and missile transgressor
and a “rogue” regime. This aspect
has specific relevance for India
since Pyongyang has contributed in
no small measure to the China-Pak-
istan-North Korea WMD (weapons
of mass destruction) transfers.

While the text of the Pyongyang
Accord is brief — just five specific
points — and is more of a statement
of intent to nurture reconciliation
across the armistice demarcation
line, the geo-political inferences em-
bedded in this summit warrant
scrutiny. The immediate fail-out of
the summit is the opportunity for
families separated 50 years ago to
meet on August 15 — an event that
has generated enormous interest
and emotion in the one million plus
families that are directly affected.
As regards the long-term, to sustain
the summit process, the North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong 1l has accept-
ed an invitation to visit Seoul at “an
appropriate time” so that “the
South and North, as masters of na-
tional unification, will join hands in
efforts to resolve the issue of na-
tional unification independently.”

But how imminent and plausible

By C UDAY BHASKAR

is Korean unification? Given the
tangled contemporary relationship
between the principal players in
North East Asia and the impress of
bloody and ruthless historical inher-
itance, it would appear that none of
the major powers whose strategic
interests are directly affected by the
two Koreas are in favour of a
speedy re-unification. Paradoxical-
ly, even Seoul may not be too keen
on a repeat of the German merger
since the costs — politico-military,
economic and social may be prohib-
itive in the long run.

The contrast between the two Ko-
reas is indeed striking. North Korea,
a dyed-in-the-wool communist
regime that was beholden to
Moscow during the Cold War and
now Beijing, has a population base
of 21 million with a GDP of about
US $12 billion and spends about US
$2 billion to sustain a military of 1.1
million troops. Pyongyang is per-
ceived to be WMD capable in a

« The Pyongyang summit was
largely symbolic

» There are many hurdles to
the re-unification of the Koreas
» The US, the principal player in
post-Cold War NE Asia, is
satisfied with the status quo

* Beijing and Moscow have
similar anxieties about US
hegemonism in NE Asia

destabilising way, and its nuclear
weapon and missile profile has been
interpreted as having reverbera-
tions that may well affect post-Cold
War strategic stability — if current
US rhetoric on the subject is to be
taken at face value.

South Korea, accused by its neigh-
bour of being an ‘American stooge’,
on the other hand is the post-Cold
War success story. Having come out
of tyrannical military rule, Seoul’s
economic progress — symbolised
by the rise of the Hyndais and Dae-
woos before the 1997 financial crisis
and the manner in which the South
Korean economy has recovered
since — is indeed commendable.
Seoul’s GDP in 1998 was US $426
billion and with a population base of
47 million, it spends about US $14
billion on defence to sustain an ac-
tive military of 672,000 troops.
South Korea also harboured nuclear
ambitions at one time, though it has
since renounced such aims and is
firmly within the US security um-
brella that also includes Japan.

The principal military player in

and in post-Cold War Poker Game

¥\

post-Cold War NE Asia is the US
and it is satisfied with the status quo.
1t currently has 37,000 troops in
South Korea and a similar presence
in Japan — much to the chagrin of
China and Russia. While Beijing
wields considerable influence in
Korean matters through its protege
and often erratic ally in Pyongyang,
post-Cold War Moscow has been
relatively marginalised in the
peninsula and is not part of the
1994 agreement that brought North
Korea back into the nuclear non-
proliferation fold. However, Russia
under President Vladimir Putin is
determined to get back into the
strategic poker game and, signifi-
cantly, even as the Korean summit
was being unveiled, Moscow
announced (June 9) that Mr Putin
would visit Pyongyang just before
July 21 G-8 summit in Japan.

Beijing and Moscow have similar
anxieties about US hegemonism
and assertiveness in NE Asia and
this is compounded by the entire
theatre missile defence issue. Wash-
ington is determined to put these
missile defences in place for itself
and its allies (Japan, South Korea
and Taiwan) and has justified the en-
tire national missile defence system
on the basis of the potential rogue
state — read North Korea — threat.
Russia, which is aware of its current
economic vulnerability, would like
to resist the NMD proposal and one
means would be to bring Pyongyang
into the mainstream of regional
security deliberations.

China which has a long historical
antagonism with Japan would be
jittery about a unified Korea, since
this would remove the main
justification for US troops in the
region, thereby encouraging Japan’s
nulitary build-up. Thus China which
protests in public about the US
military presence in the Tregion
would prefer the current status
quo regarding Korea and support
reconciliation but balk at re-unifica-
tion. Ditto for Japan, for a unified
Korea would mean a nation of
about 70 million and a military of
almost two million with consider-
able trans-border military capability
including a WMD profile, and a
deep anti-Japanese and pro-China
strategic sentiment.

Hence it is likely that Korea will
remain divided for some more years
and while gradual reconciliation is
possible, there are too many banana
peels strewn in post-Cold war Asian
geo-politics and the Korean penin-
sula is integral to the poker game
that links the principal players and
the disparate issues. New Delhi must
be alert to these developments.
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-~ Taipei on Beijing’s front-burner, says\U/S secretary of state

~ Albright urges Tam%n talks

‘Beijing, June 22 (Reuters): US
secretary of state Madeleine Al-
bright urged Chinese leaders
today to hold talks with Taiwan,
the island Beijing regards as a
renegade province whose new
President has requested negotia-
tions.

She told a news conference be-
fore seeing President Jiang Zemin
and after meeting three senior of-
ficials that she had “good, sub-
stantive discussions” focusing
mainly on China’s accession to

- the World Trade Organisation —
“amove Washington hopes will im-
.prove China’s rights record.

Apart from discussing defencej
issues and last week’s landmark

summit between lorth and South
Korea, she told a news conference
that she and Premier Zhu Rongji,
Vice Premier Qian Qichen and

[

foreign minister Tang
Jiaxuan also focused

on relations with
Taipei.
“Clearly in the

talks today, Taiwan is
very much on their
minds,” she said.

“What was so evi-
dent to me was that
they know that this is
on the front burner,
that this is something
that they want to deal
with, that they have to
deal with — and that
the world is watching how they
deal with this issue,” she added.

Though it had come up on all
four of her previous visits as sec-
retary of state, “it is much mor>
acutely central to their thinking
at the moment,” she added.

Albright: Peace
‘overtures

The US has praised
Taiwan’s new leader
Chen Shui-bian for
showing flexibility,
seeking a summit or
talks at a lower level to
end a tense standoff
over the island’s fu-
ture.

He has promised
not to declare indepen-
dence — a move Bei-
jing has said it would
meet with force — and
talked vaguely of “one
China” at some point
in the future.The US has said it
will not act as a broker in any
talks between Beijing and Taipei
but has urged they go ahead at a
level to be decided by the partici-
pants. Albright said she had also
discussed overtures by reclusive

who made his¥irst known foreign
trip in 17 yedrs to Beijing last
month, and hosted a landmark
summit with Kim Dae-jung.

“Both our governments wel-
come the historic summit,” she
said, adding that she had gained
an impression that the North’s
leader was jovial and forthcom-
ing, in contrast to perceptions of a
man Washington has labelled a
terrorist mastermind.

She said they had also dis-
cussed Washington’s plans for a
National Missile Defence which
Beijing fears could neutralise its
tiny nuclear arsenal. But she said
the Chinese were more concerned
about Theatre Missile Defence —
a reference to a system being de-
veloped jointly by the US and |
Japan. !
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U.S. does not AL
support Taiwan’s
independence, .
says Albright( K"

BEIJING: U.S. secretary of state

@ Madeleine Al-
bright concluded
her whirlwind
tour of China on
Friday after as-
soring  Beijing
that the U.S. does
not support Tai-
I wan’s indepen-
2 dence,

M. Albright “The U.S. gov-
emment does not support Tawian’s
independence, one China, one Tai-
wan and Taiwan’s membership in
international organisations is open
only to sovereign states,” the state-
run Chinese media quoted Ms Al-
bright as telling Chinese President
Jiang Zemin during a late-night
meeting on Thursday. /Qm

“The U.S. understdnds! the im-
portance and sensitiveness pf the
Taiwan issue,” she said. “The U.S
remains committed to a “onf Chi-
na” policy, the peaceful resolution
of differences between China and
Taiwan, and resumption of cross-
strait dialogue.

The recent election of the Presi-
dent of Taiwan may provide new
opportunities for dialogue, but it is
up to China and Taiwan to choose
the level and channel for talks, she
said.

At the same time, she said she

Chinese leaders to be flexible
and hold talks with Taiwan’s new
administration. But, China is insist-
ing that Mr Chen should acknowl-
edge the principle of one-China be-
fore the two sides could agree on
dialogue or a summit meeting. 1)
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EAST WEST

Cb ae The Twain Do Meet

LOBALISATION began
-3 lot earlier\than we

think, and took unsus-

‘pected routes. We arg acous-

tomed to think, for example, of
capitalism and free-market
philosophy as Western inven-
tions, later transplanted in, or
imposed on, Asia. The British
philosopher John James
Clarke, however, has traced
the founding principles of free
market economics to the Tao
Te Ching, the work of Chinese
philosopher Lao Tze.

Adam Smith, whose Inquiry
into the Wealth of Nations is
generally credited with estab-

By SWAGATO GANGULY

economic base. This is a useful
heuristic tool with sweeping
explanatory power, which has
been usefully applied in vari-
ous disciplines of 20th century
thought, and become part of
the commonsense of our times.
But to up-end a philosophy is
not to move beyond its terms of
reference, and Hegel was a
notoriously Eurccentric philo-
sopher. 1t is striking how close-
ly Marx followed Hegel in
describing Asian societies. For
Hegel, Asian societies, particu-

images of a static India that
was “outside history” were also
adopted by Indian nationalists,
but they were revalued. Thus,
according to Gandhi, “India
remains immovable and that is
her glory” (Hind Swaraj). In

this reinterpretation, India’s

unchanging character and lack
of participation in historical
process is a mark of her an-
cient spirituality. India is sup-
posed to have consisted of self-
sufficient and self-contained
villages, without trade and
political exchanges with each,
other or with centres of power,
the latter being ephemeral to

lishing free market
principles, was Ins-
pired by the work of
French physiocrat
Francois Quesnay,
who believed that
governments should
not interfere in the
operation of natural
economic laws.
Quesnay was res-
ponsible fer coining
the term laissez-
faire. He was also
extraordinarily
impressed by re-
ports emanating
from European tray-
ellers in late Ming
and early Qing
China. The latter

larly India but also China,

Indian history since
they played simply a
parasitic role.

This romantic
view, adopted by
savants of Indian
nationalism such as
Gandhi and Tagore,
was meant to evolve
an absolute distinc-
tion between power
and spirituality.
Gandhi successfully
turned this notion
into a tool for politi-
cal mobilisation,
telling villagers that
they were the soul of
il Indian civilisation,
who should turn
against the urban

found a money econ-
omy, flourishing trade and
commerce due to the enjoyment
of economic freedom, relatively
large-scale mercantile and
industrial enterprises, many of
the latter under private owner-
ship.

. 'CHINA

According to historian Fern-
and Braudel, Europeans “look-
ed on helplessly at the piles of
goods out of their reach” in
Chinese markets. The Chinese
told their guests that the state
followed a Taoist principle
whereby a wise ruler knows
that the best way to rule is by
doing nothing. Quesnay was so
inspired by Chinese ideas that

.he came to be known as the

“Buropean Confucius”, al-
though “European Lao-Tze”
might have been more appro-
priate.

Upto the time of Voltaire,
China was known in Europe as
having- adopted a rational
model of governance, to which
could be attributed its econom-
ic prosperity. The Chinese may
have invented capitalism, or at
least a kind of proto-capital-
ism, before the technology of
print and its offshoots, science
and the nation-state, enabled
Europe to pull ahead. Perhaps
this is the reason why even
under a state philosophy as
antithetical to free market
principles as Marxism, the
Chinese have rediscovered
their suppressed entrepreneur-
ial energies since the 1980s.
Hong Kong and Taiwan, civili-
sationally Chinese but outside
the Marxist ambit (at least, till
very recently) have used trade
and capitalism to turn into eco-
nomic powerhouses; Hong
Kong’s per capita income now
outstrips that of the UK.

Tt must be reckoned one of the

| ironies of history that China

was conquered in the second
half of the 20th century by
Marxism, a philosophy of Euro-
pean provenance. According to
a famous formula, Marxism is
supposed to have inverted
Hegelian philosophy: instead of
matter being subsumed within
Spirit, as Hegel supposed, con-
sciousness is now presumed to
be determined by the material,

The author is Assistant Editor,
The Statesman.

were “static”: they lacked the
dynamism and progress

observable in European histo-

ry. This was also the outlook of
India’s British rulers: their
presence was necessary for
progress and civilisation in
India. As a radical thinker,
Marx felt considerable sympa-
thy for colonialism’s victims.
Nevertheless, he postulated an

- “Asiatic mode of production”,

which was unique among
modes of production in that it
is not subject to change, but
could carry on indefinitely
unless broken down by an
external force such as colonial-
ism. This amounts to a restate-
ment of Hegel in economic lan-
guage. It follows that colonial-
ism is necessary to put derailed
Asian societies back on the
tracks of history: “whatever
may have been the crimes of
England she was the uncon-
scious tool of history in bring-
ing about a revolution”.

NATION

It is arguable that what India
lacked during the 18th century
was any sense of being a
nation, which allowed the
British to set native rulers and
principalities against one
another and effect a creeping
annexation of the nation.
Nevertheless, India during the
Mughal empire had crafts,
industry, sophisticated mar-
kets, credit and capital. For
more than a millennium, India
had intensive trading links
with China and south-east
Asia; the great monuments at
Borobudur and Angkor Vat and
the circulation of legends from
Ramdyana and Mahabharata
in the Far East are evidence of
this.

For a long time the Indian
textile industry was the most
advanced in the world; “cali-
coes” or printed fabrics pro-
duced in India swept markets
in England, France and Hol-
land with the opening of sea
routes during the 17th and
18th centuries, putting local
weavers and textile workers in
trouble. In terms of trade and
technology, India was second
only to China as a trade and
economic superpower in Asia,
with south-east Asia a relative
backwater.

Hegel and Marx’s misleading

: centres which were
touched by Westernisation and
had Mammon as their presid-
ing deity.

While Gandhi may have been
a great political strategist, he
was not in the same league as
an economic thinker.

CONFIDENCE

His views on machinery and
industry, for example, seem in
retrospect a perfect prescrip-
tion for the licence raj: “We
cannot condemn millowners ...
It would be too much to expect
them to give up their mills, but
we may implore them not to
increase them. If they would be
good they would gradually con-
tract their business.”

Since independence and into
the nineties, India’s share of
world trade has contracted.
Independent India suffers from
a lack of confidence in its abili-
ty to take on the world, not just
because of Eurocentric images
of Indian history, but also be-
cause of a nationalist fixation
on Indian spirituality which
neglects India’s past as a great
trading power. Both the swa-
deshi Right and socialist Left
are inheritors of this mindset.

President Narayanan takes
the pedestal on Republic Day
to warn against consumerism,
in a nation where per capita
consumption is among the low-
est in the world. The recent
move to ease curbs on repatria-
tion of profits by foreign firms
investing in India in 22 con-
sumer sectors evinces howls of
protest from the SJM, the RSS,
the CPI, the CPI-M. Strangely,
there is less protest at liberali-
sation of import of consumer
goods, where profits will be
repatriated as well, but with-
out the creation of infrastruc-
ture or employment in India.
Both moves, however, will have
the positive outcome of making
Indian industry more competi-
tive.

India need not be afraid of
trade. Chinese civilisation is
now reasserting itself entrepre-
neurially, having gotten over
its Maoist interlude. India now
needs to get over its Nehru-
Gandhi interlude in economic
policy, biased against trade
and markets. The history of
Indian ecivilisation does not
suggest that it is incapable of
rising to the challenge.




|~"Taiwan olive
branch to é

g{,?/ China :

~ ASSOCIATED PRESS \7/

TAIPE], May 5. — Seeking
ease tensions with China,
Taiwan’s next government will
abandon the claim that deal-
ings between the two must be
characterised as “special state-
to-state relations,” officials
said today.

Two weeks before the
President-elect, Mr Chen Shui-
bian, takes office, the incoming
~ chairwoman of the Mainland
Affairs Council said Taiwan
will stop using the “state-to-
state” wording that had infuri-
ated China and stirred a crisis
last summer.

When the President, Mr Lee
Teng-hui, used those words,
Taiwan was only seeking to
be China’s equal in negotia-
tions, but Beijing misunder-
stood it as a declaration for
Taiwan’s formal indepen-
dence, said Ms Tsai Ying-
wen, who will handle
Taiwan’s relations with
! China after Mr Chen is sworn
in on May 20.

But dropping the wording
that offended Beijing will
not change the status quo
— that Taiwan and China
now are governed separate-
ly and Taiwan wants to be
treated equally in any talks

. about their relations, Tsai

| said.

Tsai’s conciliatory remarks
came amid signs that the long-
time rivals were seeking to
improve relations although
Beijing deeply distrusts Mr
Chen, who formerly was a
vocal supporter of indepen-
dence.

Beijing had no immediate

reaction to Mg sai’s com-
ments. /
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im ’s sunhme policy pays off

TOKYO, APRIL. 10. The North Korean leader, Mr.
Kim Jong IT and the South’s President, Mr. Kim
Dae Jung are to meet in mid-June for a first-
ever Korean summit meeting that suggests
that the two Governments wish to impart a
momentum to the ongoing private-level con-
tacts between the two paps of the divided na-
tion. e)

North Korea’s Central "News Agency an-
nounced on Monday that Pyongyang had
agreed to a request from the South to hold the
summit in Pyongyang. The South Korean Uni-
fication Minister, Mr. Park Jae-kyu, told a
news conference in Seoul today that the sum-
mit schedule was arranged after the two Ko-
reas had met in Beijing and Shanghai. Later
this month, both the Koreas will meet to dis-
cuss details.

Japan joined the U.S. and Russia in welcom-
ing the announcement. The Foreign Minister,
Mr. Yohei Kono said if the summit was actual-
ly held, it would be “‘epoch making.” The
planning of a North-South meeting has been
in the news all of last week. To that extent the
meeting is not a surprise, but it is historic. The
schedule is a resumption of the summitry
planned six years ago, in 1994 when Mr. Kim
Jong II's father, Kim I Sung was to meet Mr.
Kim Young Sam of the South, but the event
could not come off because of the sudden
death of Kim II Sung.

Any chance of the elder Kim’s son inheriting
a then planned summit was scuttled by the
then South Korean leader, Mr. Kim Young
Sam, under pressure from conservatives. This
former South Korean President persecuted
mourners of Kim II Sung and that did not
leave any avenue open for the North. The
thawing that led to the upcoming summit was
due in part to Mr. Kim Dae Jung and also to
the severe recessionary state of the South Ko-
rean economy, which became Seoul’s primary
concern.

The timing of the summit leads one to at
least two tentative conclusions. That Mr. Kim
Jong II has now consolidated his power suffi-
ciently to take bold initiatives. Alternately, he
has agreed to the summit because behind the
scenes the U.S. had set certain conditions for
aid and normalising ties. The second conclu-
sion perhaps negates this arm-twisting scena-
rio. The timing is clearly to the advantage of
Mr. Kim Dae Jung of the South. Later this
week, South Korea holds legislative elections.

South Korea’s Unification Minister, Mr. Park Jae-kyu (right), shakes hands with a
senior North Korean officer, Mr. Song Ho Kyung, after signing an agreement on
Saturday on the first summit talks between the two rival states since the division
of their peninsula. — AP

It is clearly to the advantage of Mr. Kim Dae
Jung to show that his “sunshine policy” is
paying off. The sunshine policy emphasises
vigilance coupled with wide engagement with
North Korea. The fact that Mr. Kim Jong I has
agreed to cooperate with Mr. Kim Dae Jung in
showing that the “sunshine”” policy works, is a
strong suggestion that Pyongyang was not un-
der duress while agreeing to hold the summit.
It now remains to be seen how the South Ko-
rean electorate reacts when it votes.

At the very least, unless the meeting breaks
up in confrontational acrimony, the summit
should have a positive spin- off for the North.
Pyongyang has, quite rapidly by its standards,
been developing its contacts with the outside
world, notably the West and pro-Seoul gov-
ernments. The latest is that Japan and South
Korea are supportive of Pyongyang’s efforts to
join the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Forum (APC). It should not be surprising ifthe

North is admitted with guest status, to begin
with, as a symbolic gesture drawing it out of a
state of isolation.

The North has begun building or reinforcing
bridges with Australia, Italy, Indonesia and
started normalisation talks with Japan. Addi- .
tionally, it has moved quite far in scheduling a
high-level visit to Washington DC, in a move
that should result in the lifting of some sanc-
tions and an opening of liaison offices as de-
cided in the 1994 agreed framework between
the two countries. Some of the North'’s efforts
have been at the quiet urging of Beijing, which
too has finally begun exchanging high- level
visits with Pyongyang. -

There is bound to be strong opposition to




Beijing, April 9: Calling Taiwan’s
vice president-elect the “scum of
the country” and an incurable sep-
aratist, China on Saturday renewed
its warnings against MOVing
toward independence.

The harsh rhetoric China
unleashed Saturday contrasted
with the wait-and-see stance it has
- adopted since a March 18 vote
forced out the Nationalists who
had ruled Taiwan since they fled
the mainland amid civil war 51
years ago.

Annette Lu, the vice president,
and President Chen Shui-bian have
said they support a formal declara-
tion of independence for the island
only if Beijing attacked.

But Ms Lu has harshly criticised
China for threatening to use force
to assert its claim to Taiwan. She
said she supports assertive diplo-
macy by Taiwan to counter Bei-
jing’s attempts to isolate the
island.

The warnings Saturday coincid-
ed with a report by a Chinese-

the Wen Wei Po. It reported that
China’s People’s Liberation Army
has sent more troops, including a
missile unit, for duty rotation in
Fujian province, which faces Tai-
wan.

China’s comments came in a
statement from its Taiwan Affairs

backed newspaper in Hong Kong,’

Council, or Cabinet. It accused Ms- /

Lu of provoking “animosity
between the people on both sides
of the Taiwan Strait” with com-
ments to Hong Kong media sug-
gesting the two sides have grown

apan

e statement accused Ms Lu of
using talk of threats from Beijing
to incite Taiwanese against unifi-
cation with the mainland.

“She uses poisonous words plot-
ting to incite Taiwan comrades to
hate their compatriots on the moth-
erland,” an accompanying com-
mentary by Xinhua said. “This
reveals again that she is an
extreme, incurable ‘Taiwan inde-
pendence’ element.”

China deeply distrusts Chen,
who is to take office on May 20,
because his Democratic Progres-
sive Party favours formal indepen-
dence. A former political prisoner,
Ms Lu was an outspoken supporter
of Taiwan independence but has
become more subdued in her criti-
cism of Beijing as part of her par-
ty’s policy to avoid provoking
China. :

Responding to the Chinese state-
ment, Ms Lu said the Beijing lead-
ership was so shocked by the elec-
tion outcome that they were left
without a response and could only
recycle “outdated schemes” to try
and divide Taiwan’s leadership.
(AP)

‘hin Waggs Taiwan
against ind

BY ELAINE KURTENBACH Q@ E Office, a body within the State

pendence

‘If China uses
force, Taipei
will be free’

Washington, April 9: Taiwan’s

President-elect Chen

Shui-bian

will not call a referendum on inde-
pendence from China, and would
declare independence unilaterally
only if China invaded the island or

used force,

according t0 a

Newsweek report to be published
tomorrow. Mr Chen, who will be
sworn in as President on May 20,

told

the weekly magazine' he

advocates “the right to self-deter-
mination” for Taiwan.

Mr Chen also said if China
insists on “one China,” defining
Taiwan as part of the people’s
republic, that would make it hard

“for Taiwan to restart dialogue with

China.

“This is not acceptable to the
vast majority of people in Taiwan.
How can dgwy (China) expect me,

as Presi

nt of this country, to

accept Taiwan’s demotion in sta-
tus to a province?”

The president-elect, of the pro-
independence’ Democratic  Pro-
gressive Party and winner of the
March 18 election, will be Fai-

wan’s first oppositi(_)}l‘re dent.

(AFP)
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1 By Harvey Stockwin
.The Times of India News Servic

HONG KONG: North and South
Korea have agreed to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the be-
ginning of the Korean war in the
best possible way — by holding
their first-ever summit between
June 12 and 14 in the North Korean
aapital, Pyongyang.

The agreement to hold a meeting
between South Korean President
Kim Dae Jung and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Il was simultane-
ously announced in Seoul and Py-
ongyang on early Monday morn-

ing, after some clandestine diplo-

macy between the two rivals.

The summit, which will be the first
to be held between the two Koreas
since the peninsula was divided be-
tween the Soviet Union and the
United States in 1945, offers the
prospect of diminished tensions in
Asia’s most vexed and enduring
trouble spot. It offers 60 million Ko-
réans the emotional prospect that
moves will at last begin towards re-
unifying their people and their na-
tion. Nearly two million heavily-
armed troops from the two Koreas,
plus 37,000 Americans, still face each
other across the four-mile wide de-
militarised zone created by the Ko-
rean armistice signed in July 1953.

. The armistice stipulated the fur-
ther negotiation of a peace treaty
but no such treaty has ever been
agreed, and the two Koreas are still
technically in a state of war which
began on June 25, 1950 when North
Korean troops invaded the South.
But the two Koreas did negotiate a
non-aggression pact in 1992 which,
however, was ignored by the North
almost as soon as it was signed.

Immediate diplomatic reaction
to summit is to welcome it but to
add the phrase “if it takes place”,
indicating that there are many rea-
sons for scepticism. For one thing,
differences in attitude were evident

A in the way the two Koreas an-
ounced the summit. In the South,
it was stressed “that the summit will
take place in the form of Kim Jong-
Il inviting President Kim Dae
Jung”. In the North, the announce-
ment said that the summit takes
place “at the request of President
Kim Dae Jung”.The South, in other
words, implied that the North has
récognised the government in
Seoul, whereas the North implied
that President Kim has recognised
the pan-Korean supremacy of the
Neorthern regime.

. Indicating the many difficulties
that have yet to be overcome, the
North’s statement on Monday was
the first time the official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA)
had given Kim Dae Jung his official
titte. Normally the North’s unceas-
ing anti-South propaganda refers to
President Kim anonymously as the

-

outh’s “chief executive”. \(7

If the summit takes place, it
be a case of third time lucky. Foy-
mer North Korean President Kim
Sung responded to former Sout
Korean president Roh Tae Woo’s
calls for a summit by suggesting
that Roh come to his 70th birthday
celebrations. But the meeting never
took place not least because Kim’s
suggestion implied too much defer-
ence on the part of the South.

Then in 1994, former US presi-
dent Jimmy Carter helped to initi-
ate moves for a summit between
President Kim Il Sung and the then
South Korean president, Kim
Young Sam. Arrangements were
being made for the summit but then
Kim i Sung suddenly died, and the
summit plans died with him.

Kim Jong Il has inherited leader-
ship of the only communist personal
dynasty but, if anything, he has been
even more reclusive than his father.
When it comes to meeting foreign
dignitaries, the speaker of the North
Korean Parliament Kim Yong Nam

on summitin June

acts as the ceremonial he(ﬂ\&s}ﬁtg/
If the summit takes place, it wWill¥e
the first known time that Kim Jong
11 will have met the leader of anoth-
er state. He will meet President Kim
in his capacity as general secretary
of the Korean Workers Party and
chairman of the North Korean Na-
tional Defence Commission.

It is known that China has been
pressing Kim Jong 11 to visit Beijing
but he has not responded to this
suggestion, as far as is known. \

The announcement of the sum-
mit naturally arouses scepticism in
the South, coming as it does four
days before voting in South Korea’s
parliamentary elections. President
Kim Dae Jung and his Millennium
Democratic Party (MDP) have
been seeking to use his “sunshine
policy” of greater openness to-
wards North Korea to electoral ad-
vantage. The summit announce-
ment appears to be a North Korean
response to a statement made by |
President Kim in Berlin last mongiy
calling for a summit.
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Chinese Prpsiflent, Mr Jiang
Zemin, today asserted that
independenjce of Taiwan will
never be allpwed “in any form”
and said Bgjing will not forgo
the militapy option to retake
the rebel island.

“Under the one-China princi-
ple, we can discuss whatever
topics (with Taiwan). But we
will never promise not to use
force, and we will never allow
Taiwan independence in any
form,” Mr Jiang said, accord-
ing to official Xinhua news
agency.

Briefing visiting Singaporean
Prime Minister, Mr Goh Chok
Tong, on the vexed Taiwan
issue, Mr Jiang maintained
that Beijing’s principled policy
in resolving the Taiwan issue
has remained unchanged —
“peaceful reunification and one
country, two systems”.

THE STATESMAN
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By P. §.

SINGAPORE, | APRIL 11. Singapore
and China today agreed to “en-
hance coordination” in the politi-
cal sphere besides seeking to
“promote new forms and areas of
cooperation in the fields of trade,
investment and human resource
. development.” Other aspects of
their “commitment’”’ to “explore
new areas of collaboration”
would encompass the promotion
of “security cooperation” too.

China, which had in the recent
past pledged intensive coopera-
tion with several South East Asian
States in the 21st century, today
spelt out the contours of its rela-
tionship with Singapore in a Joint
Statement that was issued after
the talks in Beijing between the
City-State’s Prime Minister, Mr.
Goh Chok Tong, and the Chinese
President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, as al-
so the Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu
Rongji.

Although neither China nor
Singapore described the Joint
Statement as a new charter of
cooperation in the 21st century,
in some contrast to the stated po-
litical complexion of an accord
signed by Beijing and Bangkok
nearly a year ago, the document

uryanarayana

Singapore, China to e,
step up cooperation

was designed to “build on the
strong foundation” of “excellent
bilateral relations’ between this
City-State and the fast-changing
communist giant.

Mr. Goh focused much atten-
tion on evolving new linkages be-
tween Singapore and China in the
information technology and com-
munications sectors, with partic-
ular  reference to  human
resources development, in much
the same way as he had earlier
sought collaboration between his
country and India’s IT profession-
als. The City-State's accent on
knowledge-based economy and
China’s bid to hit the fast track to
globalisation determined the
depth of their latest bilateral ac-
cord.

On the political side, China and
Singapore called for regular ex-
changes of visit by their top lead-
ers and annual consultations by
their Foreign Ministries for a dia-
logue “in a timely fashion”” on is-
sues of common interest
including those pertaining to re-
gional and global organisations.

The economic dimension of the
Statement was spelt out as fol-
lows: “The two Governments will
encourage direct cooperation be-
tween enterprises of the two sides

frta

and explore collaboration beyond
their respective domestic mar-
kets.” Beijing, it was noted, “wel-
comes Singapore enterprises” to
“participate, through investment,
in the development of China’s
western region” and to “explore
cooperation in such fields as in-

frastructure and communica-
tions.”

About “‘security cooperation,”
it was said that this would be ac-
complished “by facilitating ex-
change of high-level visits”” and
“dialogue between defence insti-
tutions” on both sides. Other
identified steps in the defence
sector were cooperation between
“strategic security research insti-
tutes” as also "exchanges be-
tween professional groups of their
armed forces.” Port calls were al-
so cited as an additional param-
eter of cooperation.

The document outlined areas
of interaction in regard to educa-
tion, culture, environment as also
transport and info- communica-
tions. The plenitude of the Joint
Statement lent it a distinctive po-
litical complexion of particularly
close ties with much promise of
enhanced interaction, according
to diplomatic observers.
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Snatch freedom if
vyou ¢an, China,
army tells Taiwan

” W
PRESS TRUST OF iNDIA k‘}

BEIJING, April 15. — The
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army today warned Taiwan’s
new leadership that their
attempt to gain independence
would end in war and disaster
for Taiwan.

“Taiwan independence means
war,” PLA’s mouthpiece, The
Liberation Army Daily, said
warning the pro-independence
Taiwan leaders, who won the
18 March polls in the island.
China views it as a rebel
province that must be reunified
with the mainland at an early
date.

“Annette Lu, Taiwan’s Vice-
President eleet, takes for
granted that the Taiwan elec-
tion can change the reality that
taiwan is a part of China, and
yet she has ignored the fact
and is pursuing a road to
Taiwan independence that
leads to a dead end,” the daily

said.

It warned that agyone who
did not pay heed to this “impor-
tant information” and insisted
on Taiwan independence,
would push into the abyss of
war. “We warn anyone who
advocates Taiwan indepen-
dence, including Lu, that the
outgoing Taiwanese president
Lee Teng-hui’s separatist
stance will lead to a dead end,”
the daily said slamming Lu’s
recent pro-Taiwan indepen-
dence remarks.

It noted that Ms Lu’s falla-
cious remarks had the same
aim as Hui's “state-to-state
relations” remarks, both
attempting to challenge the
one-China principle.

In an interview given to &a
Hong Kong cable TV, Ms Lu
openly supported independence
for Taiwan, saying “no one can
deny Taiwan has independent
sovereignty.”

The relationship between the

maintand and Taiwan is histor-
ically one of “distant relatives”,
and geographically they are
nothing more than “close
neighbours”, she said.

The PLA mouthpiece reacted
strongly saying: “If Ms Lu and
other people who share her
beliefs underestimate the
Chinese people’s determination

and the PLA’s strength to”

resolve the Taiwan issue and
put the welfare of the 23 mil-
lion Taiwan people at stake,
the consequences will be disas-
trous.”

“Anyone with knowledge of

Chinese history knows that
Taiwan is an inseparable part
of China, and Taiwan compatri-
ots are family members of the
motherland.
Taiwan people are Chinese
and the people at the two sides
of the Taiwan straits belong to
one family — they are not
merely relatives or neighbours,”
stressed the article.
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€hen w' be sworn in a
Talwah resident toda

By Harvey Stockwin
The Times of India News Service

HONGKONG: As Chen Shui-bian
is sworn in on
Saturday as the
second elected
President in Tai-
wan'’s history, he
will also be the
first opposition
leader ever to be
elected as head

i of the govern-
Chen Shui-bian 1 cnt  in  the
whole of Chinese history.

As events unfolded this month,
Taiwan and Russia have both made
a significant break with their past.
For the first time in Russian history,
there was a peaceful transfer of
power as a result of the ballot and
not the bullet when President
Vladimir Putin was sworn in as
head of the Russian Federation. The
same can be said of China as a result
of President Chen Shui-bian now
being sworn in as the head of gov-
ernment for the Republic of China.

Further, one essential ingredient
in the situation is the same in both
cases. Less than a year ago, as then
President Boris Yeltsin’s health
continued to deteriorate, fears were
commonplace that Russia and its
democracy might flounder as Mr
Yeltsin, the man who destroyed the
Soviet Union, clung on to power
with the same single-mindedness as
the communists whom he ousted. It
didn’t happen. Mr Yeltsin handed
over power in time to Mr Putin
who, initially at least, judged by re-
cent decisive votes going his way in
the Russian Duma, is better able to
work Russian democratic institu-
tions than Mr Yeltsin ever did.

Similarly, less than a year ago,
fears were still being voiced in Taipei
that Taiwan and its democracy
might be in danger if President Lee
Teng-hui clung on to power with the
same single-mindedness that char-
acterizes the rulers in Zhongnanhai,
the Chinese leadership compound
in Beijing. But in the end there was
never any question of Mr Lee run-
ning again for President.

Mr Yeltsin and Mr Lee were both
democratic reformers with a strong
authoritarian streak. Both could
have argued that the current consti-
tution of their respective countries

allowed for two presidential
and that they only had one
under that amended constitution. It
is a credit to both that neither chose
to make this dubious distinction.

It is also an additional credit to
Lee Teng-hui that he has not used
the threats of war and conflict which
China was constantly directing at
Taiwan to declare a state of emer-
gency and to keep himself in office.

Mr Lee’s willingness to let go,
and surrender power, is one major
reason why Taiwan today is politj-
cally stable. But there are man
other reasons. There has been
transfer of power to another party}
The one party state dominated by
the Nationalists (KMT) has been
demolished. Taiwanese have seen
that their votes can bring about
great change. Knowing that he is a
minority President, having won
only 39 per cent of the vote, Chen
Shui-bian has formed a de facto
coalition with Nationalist elements,
hoping thereby to gain a majority
in the parliament in which the
KMT still controls a majprity of
seats. ‘{?

But Taiwan is néw a meaningfyl
three-party state, as a result of Jam
Soong converting his 37 per cent of
the vote, in the presidential election,
in to support for his new People First
Party. President Chen and James
Soong could, in future, chose to com-
pete to attract KMT remnants. Al-
ternatively, either the Chen’s Demo-
cratic People’s Party or Soong’s Peo-
ple First Party could form a coalition
with a revived KMT.

The only certainty is that all par-
ties will try very hard to win as
many seats as possible in next year’s
parliamentary election. The success
and the most obvious failure of Tai-
wan’s democratic progress is well
reflected in a valedictory opinion
poll reported in the Tuipei Times
this week. 73 percent thought Presi-
dent Lee Teng-hui had done a good
job promoting democratic reforms.
71 percent liked the way Mr Lee
safeguarded Taiwan’s sovereignty.

63.5 percent thought Mr Lee had
done a good job handling cross-
strait relations, whereas 62 percent
expressed confidence in the ability
of incoming President Chen and
Prime Minister Tang Fei to do as
well in the same task.

”’-..:‘.'”
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Caught , ”
between
ina an

the USy .

‘BY DoucLas H. PaAL

ashington: The election of

Chen Shui-bian as Taiwan’s

new President has created

hopes in Washington for
reduced tensions across the Taiwan Strait.
But this view is not shared by China’s
leadership. Washingtonisnowina
quandary, with the Clinton administration
seriously divided over how to respond to
Taiwan’s request for sensitive arms sales
in the changed circumstances created by
Mr Chen’s election and the US presidential
campaign.

Mr Chen’s victory may not have sur-
prised the Chinese leadership, but it has
definitely angered and frustrated them.
Worse, from their point of view, he imme-
diately began to make conciliatory gestures
which Beijing suspects are devious efforts
to mask a final push for Taiwan indepen-
dence.

Mr Chen has long identified with the
Democratic Progressive Party and 1ts con-
stitution, which calls for a referenduni on
Taiwan's future. No matter what he says
now, Beijing will consider him a threat to
Chinese ambitions to “reunify” Taiwan
with China.

His vice president-elect, Annette Lu, is

even scarjer for China. It vented its fury by
calling her the “scum of the Chinese
nation” after she said on Hong Kong tele-
vision that Taiwan should be only a
“remote relative and close neighboui™ of
mainjand China.

Taiwan’s neighbours and the US govern-
ment responded warmiy to Mr Chen’s
post-election moves to reassure Beijing.
He readily acquiesced (o a request by
American special envoy Lee Hamilton that
he not try to visit the United States hefore
his jnauguration, lest it provoke a strong
Chinese reaction.

ashington was not ready for Mr .
Chen's victory. It had scheduled a

meeting with Taiwan defence
officials on the future of arms sales {or the
period between the election and the inau-
guration, suggesting that American offi-
cials expected the long dominant Kuom-
intang to stay in power. China has good
reasons to keep quiet for a few months.
First, votes in the US Congress on perma-
nent normal trading relations are still pend-
ing. A strong reaction to Mr Chen could
cost Beijing needed votes to settle its basic
trade relationship with the United States
for good, ending the always controversial
annual reviews, ]

Second, Mr Chen’s election is a profound
defeat for China’s policy toward Taiwan.
President Jiang Zemin’s alternate efforts to
be forthcoming and to be intimidating led
to the worst outcome that the Chinese
could expect. It will take time to absorb the
impact of this defeat and to adjust policy to
accommodate the new circumstances.

It will take time to deal with pressures
within the Communist Party and the mili-
tary, whose conflicts were evident in the
policy paper on Taiwan issued before the
e

< wL i

Mr Jiang will be looking for enough of a

concession on the “one China principle”
from Mr Chen to permit renewed talks.
Hard-liners will press for a tougher
approach and a continued miilitary build-up
opposite the island. Both may occur.
~r+Mganwhile, arms sales to Taiwan are
becoming:a radioactive political issue in
ja@ensitive transition period.
¢l Clinton administration resisted the
vefforts -B'r':ai?iwan and Congress to pull
Washington into 1a1 ~ei’s corner of the ring
for more than five years. 1. was the Chi-
nese military build-up that forc -~ (he
White House to contemplate a ne w round
of major arms sales to the island. Tlics»ce
could include four destroyers equipped
with AEGIS defence systems, long-range
radars, PAC-3 missile defences and air-to-
air missiles. :

The administration must soon decide
which systerns to approve, knowing full
well that Beijing will be forced to react.

US officials would normally be inclined
to prevaricate, teiling Taiwan that they
need more time {0 judge the situation and
hoping that China would not conclude that
American knees are weakening. The situa-
tion is complicated, however, by the strong
desire of a powerful congressional delega-
tion to get the contracts for the destroyers.
They are big-ticket items, at about $1.5 bil-
lion each. The shipyards at Pascagoula,
Mississippi, and Bath, Maine, do not often
get such large foreign orders. The House of
Representatives could send 1o the Senate
floor for a vote the Taiwan Security
Enhancement Act, if the destroyers are not
approved for Taiwan. Beijing, which is
strongly opposed (o the arms sales, has
indicated it would be about equally upset if
the act is signed into law. If President Bill
Clinton vetoes the bill, having turned Tai-
wan down on the destroyers, he could then

face an ugly fight to override his veto.

Whatever the outcome, it will be an
uncomfortable process at a sensitive time.
The result is likely to be increasing US
liplomatic pressure on Mr Chen to be even
nore accommodating to Beijing.

W arrangement with the

wternational Hevald Tribune
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Chipaalls Chen “insincere’

° M
-~ New Taiwa

5

President wal
neutral line

Taipei, May 20 (AP): Taiwan’s
new leader disappointed Chinese
leaders and jittery investors today

. with his first big speech — an in-

. augural address that gently re-
buffed Beijing’s demands that he
agree that this island is part of
China.

Beijing quickly accused Presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian of being in-
sincere, while stocks plunged
more than 3 per cent amid worries
the speech would not create a
long-desired breakthrough with
the Communist neighbour.

Since Chen’s stunning election
victory two months ago, Beijing

.has been insisting almost daily
.-that the former
-Taipei mayor agree
» that Taiwan is an in-
- separable part of
China.

Speaking to thou-
sands outside the
Presidential Palace,
Chen repeated his
campaign promise
not to declare inde-

pendence as long as
China “has no inten-
tion to use military
force against Tai-
wan”.

But he made only a passing ref-
erence to Beijing’s insistence that
he agree that Taiwan is an insepa-
rable part of China — a concept
known as the “one-China princi-

~ple”. Chen complains the notion is
vague and the two sides should
discuss it, while Chinese leaders
say they will not meet him untii he
embraces the principle.

“We believe that the leaders on
both sides possess enough wisdom

. and creativity to jointly deal with
the question of a future ‘one
China’,” Chen said today.

The Chinese government ex-

pressed dissatisfaction with

Chen

Chen’

statement carried by the official
Xinhua news agency, although it
acknowledged Chen’s promises
not to declare independence.

Chen’s address “avoided the
crucial issue of accepting the one-
China policy; the attitude is eva-
sive and vague”, it said.

“Obviously, his ‘goodwill rec-
onciliation’ lacks sincerity”.

China appeared unlikely to
take any sudden, drastic actions.
Its leaders have pledged to wait
and see what Chen, Taiwan’s first
president from an opposition
party, does after his inauguration.

Also missing from Chen’s
speech was an ex-
pected offer to end
Taiwan’s five-
decade-long ban on
direct shipping and
air links with the
mainland. Chen has
already pledged to
drop the ban if China
shows enough good
will, but many Tai-
wanese expected him
to go further today.

Also missing
from Chen’s speech
was an expected offer
to end Taiwan’s five-decade-long
ban on direct shipping and air
links with the mainland. Chen has
already pledged to drop the ban if
China shows enough good will,
but many Taiwanese expected
him to go further today.

Some Chinese scholars and of-
ficials have questioned Chen’s
commitment to reunification be-
cause he rarely calls himself Chi-
nese. Many Taiwan watchers
speculated that Chen would try to
appease Beijing by referring to
himselfas Chir -:e, instead of Tai-
wanese, in his  -ech, but he did
not.
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AChen pledges not tg fight for

BY HARVEY STOCKWIN C \"
The Times of india News Servic \

HONG KONG: Two former dissidents, both of
whom were imprisoned in the 1980s for sedition,
were sworn in on Saturday as the new President
and vice-president of the Republic of China in
Taiwan, marking the first peaceful transfer
of power to an oppositionyparty in China’s
long history. rSi ?{7\}

While President Chen Shili-bian went out |
of his way to try and improve tense rela
tions between Taiwan and China, he natu-

 rally extoled the democratic values which
had brought him, a very poor tepant §
farmer’s son, to power. Whether this will
end up enraging a China within which im-
prisoned dissidents have absolutely no
chance of being elected to anything, re-
mains to be seen.

The ceremony which brought to an end
80 years of Nationalist Party — KMT —
control over the Republic of China, includ- F
ing 52 years of KMT rule over Taiwan, and
which set a precedent in China’s history,
was brief and simple. It was held inside the
presidential palace — originally built for
Japan’s colonial governors — before a small
invited audience.

At 9 a.m. outgoing president Lee Teng-
hui entered the room alongside Chen and
his vice-president Annette Lu. Lee took his
place facing a large portrait of the founder
of the Repubtic, Sun Yat-sen, while the na-
tional anthem was sung. Lee then retired to
his seat while Chen came forward with the
chief justice, faced the Sun portrait and
raised his hand while pledging to honour.
the constitution. Ms Lu did likewise.

There was a brief formal exchange
whereby the various seals of office were
presented to the new President and vice-
president. Chen and Lu bowed to the audi-

W\

front of the presid n?al palace to a huge crowd
estimated to numbdyr 200,000.

President Chen tHen delivered his 4,500-char-
acter inaugural speedh, beginning by noting that

his election was a reypinder that “the fruits of
freedom and democracy are not easily come by.

SAYING IT WITH INCENS: President Chen Shui-bian
burns incense sticks during a prayer at the Chenghuang
Temple on Kinmen Island, between Taiwan and China’s

ence and then escorted Lee through the Fujian province,on Sunday.

palace to the front door, and the limousine
waiting to take the former president into retire-
ment.

Many of the Chinese watching must have
been thinking of the contrast between this plain
straightforward ceremony and the endless fac-
tional strife, bloodshed, civil wars, devious ma-
noeuvrings and general turmoil which have ac-
companied past transfers of power within Chi-
nese politics.

Two hours later President Chen and vice-
president Lu repeated their oaths of office in

Twenty-three million people, with an unwavering
will, have allayed enmity with love, overcome in-
timidation with hope, and conquered fear with
faith.”

Then in a passage which echoed Mao Ze-
dong’s 1949 assertion in Tiananmen Square that
China had stood up, Chen stressed, amidst ap-
plause, that the people of Taiwan had “tran-
scended fear, threats and oppression and brave-
Iy risen to our feet together, Taiwan stands up
demonstrating a firmness of purpose and faith
in democracy. Taiwan stands up representing the
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independence

self-confidence of the people and the dignity of
the country. Taiwan stands up, symbolizing the
quest for hope and the realization of dreams.”

The counterpoint to this, and Chen’s other as-
sertions of Taiwanese identity, came in the brief
section towards the end of the speech when
ar? Chen sought to diminish the fears of the
communist leaders in Beijing that he might
M make Taiwan independent. Ever since his
election China has been threatening war,
directing abuse particularly at Vice Presi-
dent Lu, and demanding that Chen accept
China’s interpretation of the “One China”
principle before there could be any dia-
logue.

Noting that China and Taiwan “§hare the
same ancestral, cultural, and h¥gtori
background”, Chen responded to the Chi-
l nese demand by hoping that “the feaders
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait possess
enough wisdom and creativity to jointly
deal with the question of a future ‘One Chi-
na"?’

Chen then pledged that he would not dg\

clare independence, not change the nation-

al title (to Republic of Taiwan), not hold a
g rcferendum on independence, and not '
make changes to the constitution and other
documents which would in effect separate
Taiwan from China. But as in the election
campaign so in Saturday’s speech these
promises of maintaining the facade of ‘One
China’ came with a condition attached —
“as long as the Chinese Communist Party
regime has no intention to use military
force against Taiwan.”

Pointedly, keeping China’s warlike
threats in mind, Chen noted that “history
has illustrated that war will only create ha-
tred and enmity, with absolutely no benefit
to the development of mutual relations”.

The main body of the speech was devot-
ed to Chen’s plans to improve and strength-
en democracy and freedom in Taiwan —

among other things, by attacking corruption, by
trying to end money politics, by adhering to in-
ternational human rights conventions. Whether
these plans and principles will also end up infu-
riating China’s communist rulers, despite Chen’s
-pledges to adhere to the ultimate vision of One
China, will soon be known. Press reports in

Hong Kong say that leading publications in Chi-
na have already prepared verbal attacks on
Chen, just in case they are now ordered to print
them.
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HE SOUTH KOREAN general
election results were not exactly a
ringing endorsement of the Kim Dae
Jung presidency, but neither were
they a negative verdict on Mr. Kim's foreign
policy, specific to reversing the country’s
hostility towards the North. ‘}/ W

Accepting that the election w#§ marked by
the lowest-ever voter turnout at 57.2 per
cent, there is also the other side of the
argument. That the country was not on a
confrontational path with the North. The
economy had come out of the bad fright ‘kb
and the two main parties were not at
logger-heads on economic reform. At the
national level there was not much to vote
for or against.

Mr. Kim’s pro~GovernmentQMi lennilim
Democratic Party took its tally from\94 seats
to 115 seats. The opposition Grand National
Party too increased its seats from 123 to
133, falling four short of a majority. Gj
South Korea’s strong executive system', the
fact that the Opposition enjoys the majority.
in the house is not a bad thing. o

Even if the elections were fought on
regional issues, the substantial increase in
Mr. Kim’s party strength in the Assembly is
a fair reflection of society not challenging
his foreign policy. That is perhaps how the
Opposition leader, Mr. Lee Hoi Chang, too
sees it. After months of both refusing to
meet each other, Mr. Kim and Mr. Lee
agreed in principle to meet before the
country embarked on the summit with the
North. Mr. Lee is the man who lost the 1997
elections to Mr. Kim.

im basks in

The South Korean election
‘results were not exuctly a
ringing endorsement of Mr.
Kim Dae Jung’s presidency,
but neither were they a
negative verdict on his foreign
policy, writes

AR 5. KHERGAMVALA.

Just four days before the election, the
campaigning process was ambushed by the
announcement of the North-South summit
in mid-June. The timing of the
announcement by the North was designed
to favour Mr. Kim’s Millennium Democratic
Party.

After winning the presidency in the
December 1997 elections, Mr. Kim took over
power in February 1998. That summer, he
broke new ground with Japan. With an
. economy in bad trouble, he jettisoned his

predecessor's habits of raising the Japan

bogey every few weeks. ‘

- "The '"sunshine policy” towards the North
is the identity of the Kim. foreign policy.
Doing away with the fruitless confrontation
of the Kim Young Sam Government, no
absorption and German style quick
reunification and instead, crafting a policy
where both sides had much to gain. The
sunshine policy took away the U.S.
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the ‘sunshine’ .~

leadership of peninsula matters and South
Korea became the anchor for the joint

~ policy for U.S., Japan and other allies.

The sunshine policy meant nothing if it
remained a slogan and did not translate to
meaningful exchanges on the ground. It
meant, first that there should be a soft-
landing of the North Korean state, as
opposed to forcing its total collapse. At the
very least, a collapse would entail millions
of refugees, placing an enormous burden on
a South Korea then in economic trouble.

The engagement policy had a
humanitarian element, of giving food aid
and an investment-cum-public contact
element. One of the aims of the summit is
to get the North to agree to the reunion of
family members in the divided peninsula.
Millions literally have close relatives on the
other side and because of the divided and
hostile conditions, millions have died
without meeting them. It will be extremely
difficult for the opposition’s Mr. Lee to
argue with this purpose.

On economic cooperation, the private
sector is already involved with the North.
Nearly 100 South Korean companies are
engaged in business with North Korea
whose economic and disciplined labour is
used to process goods for sale in the South
and elsewhere. The flagship deal however,
came last year. The giant Hyundai
conglomerate initiated a ‘win-win’ deal.
Through a tourism infrastructure project
that is eventually worth over $340 million to
the North until 2008, Hyundai began a
project to carry overseas resident Koreans to
Mt. Kumkang, a sacred location that
includes the hot springs. Hyundai has made
other offers like creating a massive
industrial park in the North.

Many Korean companies welcomed the
summit, but they want the Kim Government
to offer economic aid to the North, as a test
of commercial reliability. At the moment,
the North does not have any legal or
commercial infrastructure such as
commercial laws, insurance, arbitration or
courts to attract foreign investors. On the
other hand, the use of cheaper labour of the
North is a hugely attractive proposition.

There are areas where the North will
make demands and Mr. Kim will need
legislative power to concede those demands.
Mr. Kim'’s gains in the elections disguise the
loss of a numerical advantage his party
enjoyed before the elections by joining
hands with the 50-member United Liberais.
That party has now shrunk to 17 and Mr.

- Kim will need to “buy” them for getting

legislation adopted that satisfies North
Korea. The North is sure to demand the
rescinding of the national security laws that
outlaw protests in support of the communist
state. All in all, the Kim policy has been
vindicated, if not strongly endorsed yet, by a
nation now focussed on the new economy
of the 21st century.
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/ur By F.J. Kh¥rjamvala

TOKYO, APRIL. 25. Taiwdn's President-elect,
Mr. Chen Shui-bian and the mainland
Chinese leadership are jockeying and
posturing before finding common ground
on a critical negotiating issue that wilt set
the tone for future negotiations. The U.S.
is helping find this common ground.

Mr. Chen is to be inaugurated on May
20 in Taipei. He has been busy cansoli-
dating himself at home, preparing his
Cabinet. On the foreign policy front, as he
contemplates negotiations with Beijing,
the most important factor is China’s re-
quirement that Mr. Chen should agree to
negotiate on the basis of Taiwan being
part of one-China.” Even if there is toom
to manoeuvre on how ecach side ap-
proaches the goal the key to a break-
through is a mutual appreciation of what

constitutes the “one-China’” goal.

China has been following a multi-track
approach in the run up to the inaugu-
ration of the new Taiwanese President.
This approach includes insisting, directly
and through U.S. intermediaries, that Tai-
wan agree to carly negotiations on the ba-
sis of one-China; heaping insults on
Vice-President-elect, Ms. Annette Lu,
knnown to be a hard-liner; using unofficial
11.S. channels to re-open bridges with Tai-
wan and seeking moderation from the
1.S. on the grounds that tilting too far
towards Taiwan could encourage brash
behaviour by the new Democratic Pro-
aressive Party (DPP). The DPP’s charter
opposes unification and advocates a sep-
arate Taiwan.

Last Friday, Mr. Chen said there was
room to discuss the idea of a federation,
as suggested by an adviser to the outgoing

More posturing by China, Taiwan

President, Mr. Lee Teng-hui. Mr. Chen
has not put this idea forward as his own
but it could be one way of moving to-
wards a unification with the mainland.
Mr. Chen said, after meeting the adviser
that the suggestion was worth consider-
ing. Without directly drawing a parallel,
Mr. Chen also seemed to allude to his own
concept of the “‘sunshine policy” crafted
by the South Korean President, Mr. Kim
Dae Jung, with regard to North Korea. Mr.
Chen said the thick icy wall between Tai-
wan and China could best be broken
down by relying “‘on the warmth of the
sun to melt it.” He cautioned Beijing to be
patient and not to make it difficult for him
by continuing threats of military action.

China has applied some sustained pres-
sure on Mr. Chen to set a schedule to
open negotiations, but only on the basis
that Taiwan is a part of one-China. A fort-
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before negotiations

night ago, Mr. Chen said, “There arc var-
ied definitions of ‘one-China.’ Bven the
UJ.S. and China are different on ‘one-Chi-

’y

na.

After the visit to China by the U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser, Mr. Sandy Berger
earlier this month, it became known that
China has been telling the U.S. to insist on
Mr. Chen that the inauguration speech
must contain a commitment to “one-
China.” Mr. Chen has not commented
specifically on how he would refer to this
in the speech but he has already said that
his speech would help east tensions. The
mainland does not seem to have paid
much heed to this. It has continued its
typical, crude “Made in China’’ personal
insults and defamation policy against Ms.
Annette Lu. “Hideous face,” “scum of the
nation,” were just two of the preferred
insults of the Chinese propaganda ma-
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chinery. The U.S. has acted judiciously in
not agreeing to sell Taiwan four Aegis
class destroyers, for now. This prevents
Taiwan from secking a direct anti-missile
umbrella under the idea of the Theatre
Missile Defence scheme.

Agreeing to meet China’s request so
soon after a hard-line Government in Tai-
wan has been elected might have wors-
ened cross-strait relations. ‘

Buy, in trying to craft a policy of deter-
ring Taiwanese radicals from ill- consid-
ered actions, the mainland has gone too
far in insulting a person who will be th
island’s Vice-President. :

A four-member U.S. team has just begn
in Taiwan and is now in China as part of
the track 1l (unofficial) negotiations.
Haopefully, they will counsel Beijing that
insults could harden postures in Taipei.
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“Yaiwan independencé means war
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Beijing, February 29 \& \/\ \ \ ’§7 the paper said the PLA would take resolute measures
o N N against separatist activities in Taiwan, which China

THE CHINESE army today warned Taiwan's pr§¢ views as a rebel province that must be reunified with

independence politicians that their attempts to sepay  the mainland. .

rate the island from mainland would certainly mean The rhetoric comes ahead of the March 18 presi-

war. dential polls in Taiwan, which China says is a local
Any attempts to separate China and seek indepen- \ election.
dence by Taiwan separatist forces threaten the sover- The army newspaper had yesterday warned the US it

eignty and territorial integrity of China, an article in  would pay a heavy price for any military intervention
China's army newspaper People's Liberation Army over Taiwan. It also boasted that China had the

j daily said. weapons to launch a counter-attack on the United
It said PLA will spare no efforts to fight for the sov-  States. China last year tested the DF-31 nuclear capa-
ereignty and territorial integrity of the motherland. ble intercontinental ballistic missile that could hit tar-
Warning Taiwan President Lee Teng-Hui and others,  gets in the US. (PTI)
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‘N. Korea gradually
A peeking out w&

By F.J. Khergamvala ! (b icine practice, and baseball.

TOKYO, MARCH 3. A group of ei The Kim Jong Il regime is still a
North Koreans has arrived in Ja-\ bit shy of acknowledging, as with
pan the other day, ostensibly to \ Japan, that under cover of various
study treatment techniques for \ missions, it is negotiating to end
atomic bomb effect victims. In \the state of hostility and establish
that group is one official who has 'relations.
participated in every open or dis- Hostile rhetoric emanating
creet Japan-North Korea official from Pyongyang against the U.S.,
level talks, none of which was Japan and South Korea has cer-
linked to any bomb effects. tainly not died down, which sug-
This group was received by the gests that conservative elements
Prime Minister, Mr. Keizo Obu- need to be appeased. But there is
chi. Not a news shattering event, a definite trend towards publicis-
but one that seemed to signal a  inga slow shift towards openness.

welcome that North Korea is On the occasion of Mr. Kim’s
peeping out. The trend is becom-  birthday recently, many western
ing increasingly evident. correspondents were allowed in

A day before this Japan visitbe-  to film and report on how the
. gan, Australian diplomats return-  country is a partner in a success-
ed from four days of talks in ful inter-Korean venture catering
ongyang, capital of the world’s for Koreans from all over the
ost secretive state, with which  world.
anberra has no diplomatic ties. The top officials in Pyongyang
Three weeks back, North Korea  surely knew that no report about
and Russia renewed a friendship the M[.‘Kumkang tourism project
treaty to heal ties that became could be complete without a
strained after Moscow establish- mentjon of a South Korean con-
ed ties with Seoul. glomerate financing the billion
Last week, it became known dollars project.
that Indonesia and North Korea Many analysts believe that the
have signed an agreement on the  North Korean regime has belated-
promotion and protection of bi- |y recognised that emulating Chi-
lateral investment. na’s outward looking policy is the
These instances reveal not only  preferred choice of survival be-
Pyongyang’s confidence in very cause North Korea’s traditional
slowly opening out to the outside  sources of obtaining foreign cur-
world, both politically and on rency are either being curbed or
commercial matters, but also a coming under greater scrutiny.
| willingness to acknowledge publi-  Shortly, an unnamed North Ko-
‘ cly that what it has been doing so  rean official is to visit Washington
} far was not exactly the best way of DC.

doing things. He will discuss establishing
¢ For instance, in the first aca- mutual liaison offices in the two
~ demic exchange with the U.S. last  capitals. The U.S. has agreed to
month, North Korea seemed to put on the agenda a review of
willingly agree to publicity that a  Pyongyang’s listing as a State
group of four doctors spent a  sponsor of terrorism.
month in the U.S. studying med- Not all of this could be attribut-
ed to the give-and-take of the new
policy negotiated by the chief U.S.
negotiator, Dr. William Perry. De-
' spite a plus growth rate, the first
since 1989, there are severe power
shortages in the North. It needs
help and it will not come without
a price.

The Perry policy of a carrot-
and-stick gradually deprives
North Korea of a reliance on

! smuggled opium, missiles parts,
technology and personnel ex-
ports, for earning its foreign cur-
rency.

Australia has clarified that for-
mal links may be established with
the North, “in time” after a rup-
ture lasting 25 years. Canberra
may not be willing to undercut
U.S. and Japanese efforts to estab-
lish ties with North Korea.

These three nations are likely to
demand a formal cessation of all
missile tests as a price for eco-
nomic aid. Dr. Perry successfully
got the North to observe a mora-
torium on testing of long range
missiles.
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China, Taiwan & the U.S. —
a.tangled web

o
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The bosses in Beijing S 7
suspect that a right-wing
lobby is nudging the
U.S.-Taiwan relationship
into a formal state-to-state
alliance that could
end up with Taiwan
officially becoming -
a democratic
nation-state, reports
F. J. KHERGAMVALA.QV‘

A

T FIRST sight, an 11,000-word

bombast by China on February 21

seemed like the first salvo of words in

Taiwan'’s Presidential election,
campaigning for which officially got under way
on the same date. Now, there is something far
more serious that lies beneath the surface of
the waters of the Taiwan Strait.

Beijing’s State Council issued a White Paper
detailing its Taiwan policy. It was all too
obvious that the document was the work of the
conservatives and hardline elements in the
Peoples Liberation Army. The mainland
threatened Taiwan that it would be “forced to
take all drastic measures possible, including
the use of force”, if Taipei refused negotiations
on peacefully unifying with the mainland.

There was no time-frame attached to the
threat. Nor, considering that the Taiwan
President, Mr. Lee Teng-hui, had not dropped
his insistence on ‘‘special state-to-state” level
contacts with Beijing, did China put any
serious preconditions to the talks. China’s
White Paper added that it would be justified in
attacking the island if the U.S. continued
military sales to Taiwan or if Taiwan changed
its Constitution to alter the ‘““two Chinas”
position.

Again, the Paper did not say that China
would actually attack Taiwan if military
transactions occurred. In content and timing,
there was much in it to suggest that it was an
expression of impotent rage meant to appease
radicals on the eve of the annual National
Peoples Congress session beginning in Beijing
on March 5.

A number of secondary purposes, such as
browbeating the ‘“splittist” Democratic
Progressive Party candidate in Taiwan on the
eve of the March 18 elections, may have been
intended. At the end of the day, the redeeming
fact was that words were not as damaging to
regional stability as the missiles fired by China
in 1996.

It would now appear that China’s anger has a
far more serious short-term purpose than the
Taiwan elections or mere haste in nudging
Taiwan to negotiate unification before Mr.
Jiang Zemin finishes his quest to enter the
history books in the next four to five years. The
bosses in Beijing had decided that the U.S. was

not mereiy the political patron of Taiwan but
that a powerful right-wing lobby was nudging
the U.S.-Taiwan relationship into a formal
state-to-state military and political alliance
that could very easily end up with Taiwan
officially becoming a democratic nation-state.

First, on January 31, the U.S. House of
Representatives approved, by a margin of 341
to 70 votes, a measure called the Taiwan
Security Enhancement Act. Even though it was
a watered down version to prompt the White
House to drop its threat of a veto, the Act
would open out new grounds for the U.S. to
continue supplying the most modern weapons
systems to Taiwan, over and above the implied
commitment to its defence made in the 1979
Taiwan Relations Act. The latter Act commits
the U.S. to help Taiwan maintain “self-defence
capability”.

The Bill is now before the Senate and, if it
passes, could cause plenty of problems on the
ground. Taiwan has reacted swiftly to China's
purchase of state-of-the-art weapons systems
from cash-starved Russia, including the four
Sovremenny Class destroyers with SS-N-22
Sunburn guided missiles. Taipei’s Generals
and politicians have uniformly argued for a
long-range missile and are pleading for being
part of the U.S.-Japan-sponsored idea of a
Theatre Missile Defence.

Between 1994 and 1998, the U.S. has
approved $2 billions worth of arms for Taiwan.
Now, the U.S. media reports, in one huge sales
request Taiwan has asked for over $6 billions
worth of the most modern force multipliers by
way of four Aegis-system-equipped destroyers,
worth a billior and a half dollars each. The U.S.
is to consider this request very soon. If

THE HINDU
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Taiwan’s request is accepted, it would entail
equipping and holding joint exercises to train
Taiwanese forces to operate what is by far the
most modern naval item that the U.S. would
have exported, except to Japan. An Aegis-
equipped destroyer would give Taiwan the
wherewithal for exo-atmospheric defence
capability and put it within a step of being
protected by the Theatre Missile Defence
shield.

In short, the supply of the Aegis-equipped
vessels would totally neutralise any hopes the
mainland might have of settling the Taiwan
issue by force. Additionally, coupled with the
commitments under the Taiwan Security
Enhanceinent Act, if it passes, the joint training
involving U.S. and Taiwan forces would surely
be a forerunner of a military alliance.

China’s military brass might ask itself about
its own misjudgment in continuing to remind
Taiwan that force remains an option. The
Taiwan issue has been the rallying point for
conservative nationalists in China, even
though no cogent legal case has ever been
made that the mainland has the right to claim
Taiwan.

To beat the Taiwan drum all too often in a
long American election season has inevitably
given the issue a sharper focus in the U.S. Not
only is this a military sales matter but it does
impact on China’s trading status in the U.S.
and the Congress’s attitude on admission to
the World Trade Organisation. Overall, neither
the Clinton Administration, the U.S. Congress,
nor the Jiang Zemin regime in Beijing has
shown the sobriety that is so essential for Asia’s
economic recovery.



ITHER China is blissfully ignorant of

the implications of its actions on

Taiwan in the United States; or

Beijing simply could not care less.
But whatever the rationale of China’s leaders
in ratcheting up the rhetoric against Taiwan,
it does put the Clinton administration in a
spot — that too an administration which in
the last seven years has been bending over
backwards to humour the leadership in
Beijing.

One perception here has been that every
time there is an election in Taiwan, Beijing
goes over the bend trying to remind its
“renegade province” that force is around the
corner if re-unification does not come
through in the near future.

And Taiwan looks to Uncle Sam,
reminding Washington every now and then
that since the Strait is becoming a more
dangerous place, one way to get out of the
mess is for advanced weapons systems —
something on which the pro-Taiwan
legislators are only too happy to oblige.

This time it was China’s White Paper
warning on the use of force for re-unification
that was scorned on Capitol Hill and looked
at with “concern” at the White House.

Washington reminded Beijing quietly of
not only the existing legislation and the
obligations of the U.S., but also of what the
Clinton administration had done nearly four
years ago in sending two aircraft carriers by
way of response to China’s war games and
missile tests near Taiwan.

But few remember that this dispatch of
aircraft carriers was also passed off as a
diversion on account of bad weather.

The stakes are high this time round and
China-watchers in the U.S. say Beijing is
once again testing the commitment of the
Clinton administration to Taiwan.

And the latest fencing between
Washington and Beijing has to be seen in
the context of a debate in the U.S. on a
missile defence system, the passing of the
Tajwan Security Enhancement Act by the
House of Representatives by a veto-proof
majority, and the impending vote on the
Normal Trading Relations Act.

And add to all this the “request” of
Taiwan to the U.S. to sell it a host of
sophisticated weaponry including four
warships equipped with the Aegis weapons
system. China has immediately argued that
this would be a violation of its sovereignty.

Some in the White House and in the State
Department are reluctant to tread on this
political minefield but some in the Pentagon
and on Capitol Hill are inclined to see in this
sale the real commitment of the U.S. to the
defence of Taiwan.

On the face of it, it would sound quite
bizzare that Beijing is trying to mess things
up just when the administration is already
up to its neck in trouble over the deal on
China’s entry into the WTO.

Domestic political compulsions being what
they are — and that too in an election year
— the Vice-President, Mr. Albert Gore, feels
compelled to humour labour and whichever
group that is going to support him.

Labour has promised to use every dollar at
its disposal to fight the China WTO deal in
Congress. At the other end, big business has
made it plain to lawmakers that it wanted
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There is nothing
that irks American
lawmakers more
than a “communist”
nation trying to “bully”
a “democracy”, says
SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI.

this deal passed.

And Congressmen not dependent on the
union vote know the implications of getting
on the wrong side of the major corporations.

But to the Clinton White House, which is
dependent on Republican support on Capitol
Hill for the Normal Trade Relations Act, it is
not just Mr. Gore and like-minded
Democrats messing things up — Beijing is-
doing its bit in trying to force the
Republicans on the issue.

And the way this could happen is if the*
Senate takes up the Taiwan Security
Enhancement Act and passes it. That will he
the first signal that the vote on the Normal,
Trade Relations Act is heading down.

For an administration that had its share. pf
foreign policy defeats last year, a loss on the
vote may be a bitter pill to swallow. One
expectation is that in the face of an 5
imminent defeat, the administration may -,
postpone the vote which is now scheduled;
for sometime this spring. N

In the last several weeks, the President, »
Mr. Bill Clinton, and some of his top Cabiret
members have been talking of the
importance of the U.S.-China agreement on
the latter’s entry into the WTO.

The other side of the argument on the
linkage — and mercifully orie that has not .
been pushed hard — is that China has -,
cranked up its rhetoric on Taiwan because it
really does not wish for entry into the WTQ.

The argument is that Beijing has really ¢
nothing to gain by playing by WTO rules afd
is quite happy with the fashion in which it~
dictates the present scheme of things — a
view that will be hotly contested by the
administration and others. ;

In spite of all the distance that has been
travelled between China and the U.S. in the
last 30 years, there is nothing that irks
American law makers more than a

“communist” nation trying to ‘“bully” a
“‘democracy” and hoping to get away with it.

In the case of Taiwan, the lobbying -
network on Capitol Hill is so powerful that,
lawmakers can bring legislative and
administrative matters to a standstill if there
is a perception that Washington is letting .
down Taiwan. .

The initial response and warning of the -
Senate Foreign Relations Committee -
Chairman, Mr. Jesse Helms, and the
Chairman of the House International

Relations Committee, Mr. Benjamin
are more than ample testimony. /“
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.~ Pro-independence candidate returns fire

C\fb\

Beijing, March 15 (AP): Warning
China will never accept indepen-
dence for Taiwan, Chinese Pre-
mier Zhu Rongji today advised
the people of Taiwan not to vote
for a pro-independence presiden-
tial candidate this weekend.

Pointing to a slide in Taiwan's
stock market earlier this week,
Zhu said some Taiwanese fear a
pro-independence leader could
take them into a war with China
and “these worries follow clear
logic.”

“The people of Taiwan are
standing at a very critical histori-
cal juncture, so let me give advice
to all the people of Taiwan: Do not
act just on impulse,” Zhu said.
“Otherwise you will regret it very
much and it will be too late to re-
pent.”

In an unmistakable reference
to Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan’s pro-
independence opposition party,
Zhu contended that “every possi-
ble treachery” was being used in
the campaign “to get the one who
is for Taiwan independence to
win.”

“We must make it crystal
clear. No matter who comes to
power in Taiwan, Taiwan will
never be allowed to be indepen-
dent,” Zhu said, shouting for em-
phasis as he did several times in
his 100-minute news conference
when talking tough on Taiwan.

In southern Taiwan, where
support for independence is
strong, Chen told a rally that
China was playing the “terror

. card.” Chen is one of three main
candidates in a close race to re-
place President Lee Teng-hui, who
is retiring. The election is on Sat-
urday.

Chen said Taiwan voters

¢ would not be scared by the threats
of force and would not reunify
with China under Beijing’s “one

Zhu issues vote\ '
diktat to Taiwan '

Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji warning Taiwanese voters to
stay away from pro-independence candidates. (AFP)

country, two systems” formula.

“Taiwan is a sovereign, inde-
pendent country. It’s not a part of
the People’s Republic of China,"
Chen said. The mainland and the
island have been ruled separately
since the end of the Chinese civil
war in 1949.

Zhu is known for candour, but
his comments on Taiwan were full
of the nationalist rhetoric the
communist leadership often uses.
He warned the world should not
underestimate China’s resolve
and dismissed widely held views
by foreign military analysts that
China lacks enough aircraft, mis-
siles and ships to attack Taiwan.

“By such calculations, Hitler
would have long ago conquered
the whole world,” Zhu said raising
his voice.

“Those who make these calcu-
lations do not know Chinese histo-
ry. The Chinese people will use all
their blood and even sacrifice
their lives to defend the unity of
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our Motherland and the dignity of
the Chinese nation,”

Zhu also took aim at the US, al-
though he caught himself as he
started to say “America” and in-
stead said “a certain country.” He
accused some US politicians of de-
laying China’s unification with
Taiwan, trying to make China a
potential enemy and threatening
intervention.

Switching from Chinese to em-
phatic English, Zhu quoted US
President Bill Clinton in a speech
last week calling for “a shift from
threats to dialogue across the Tai-
wan Strait.” It would have been
better to call for “a shift from
threats to dialogue across the Pa-
cific Ocean,” Zhu said.

The Chinese Premier also reit-
erated a threat that China would
exclude US companies from the
Chinese market if the Congress
fails to give Beijing permanent
low-tariff trading privileges as

-partofa WTO deal.



ross-straits tension heightens

wh Vo

TOKYO, MARCH 16. The Kuomintang Party (KMT\national-
ists have ruled Taiwan ever since the Japanese surren-
dered control in 1945. Saturday’s election could change
this steady course run by a party that has at once be-
come a cesspool of corruption and raised the island’s
profile in world affairs as a flourishing democracy that is
a leading manufacturer and trading nation.

Taiwan’s election laws ban publication of opinion
polls in the crucial run final-up period. Therefore, the
most reliable, yet dated guide of the sentiments of the 21
million people is the mixed picture presented by the
projections of March 7. Different surveys showed each
of the three main candidates leading or in striking dis-
tance of each other by scores well within margins of
erTor.

In the five-way race, the main contestants are the
Vice-President, Mr. Lien Chan, 63, of the ruling KMT;
Mr. James Soong, 57, a former KMT Secretary-General
running as an independent and Mr. Chen Shui-bian, 49,
of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), a former
Mayor of Taipei.

One of them will replace Mr. Lee Teng-hui, who ends a
13-year rule during which he made the island the only
democratically governed Chinese society. In 1996, he
held and won the island’s first direct presidential elec-
tion. Mainland China will be glad to see his back.

Relations with Beijing are an issue that looms large
because of the chance of an upset. China is known to
favour the independent, Mr. Soong, and may be able to
work with the KMT’s Mr. Lien Chan, provided Mr. Lee’s

By F. ]J. Khergamvala 1GAL

shadow does not follow Mr. Lien Chan. But, the latter is
such a lack-lustre person that Mr. Scong and Mr. Chen
have nibbled away at voters no longer supportive of the
KMT.

The DPP has traditionally advocated distancing Tai-
wan from the mainland, but Mr. Chen has recently
joined his rivals on a middle-of-the-road approach to
widen his support base. A win for Mr. Chen could greatly
upset the status quo and put intense pressure on China
to deliver on its threats.

The surest indicator of how close the election is and,
therefore how scary the prospect of the DPP winning
was the language and tone used by China's Premier, Mr.
Zhu Rongji, at a news conference on Wednesday in Beij-
ing. Responding to a spate of questions, many by the
Taiwan media, Mr. Zhu warned the Taiwan voters: “Do
not just act on impulse at this stage which will decide the
future course that China and Taiwan will follow. Other-
wise, I'm afraid you will not get another chance to re-
gret.” Mr. Zhu added that if Taiwan elected wisely, the
island might even get concessions, during peaceful ne-
gotiations. Mr. Zhu did not name Mr. Chen, but it was
clear that:the DPP candidate is the mainland’'s chief
bogeyman, not least because he is in most respects the
“most Taiwanese” of the three.

The warning was the result of a few indicators suggest-
ing that Mr. Chen could well get about 35 per cent of the
votes, which is considered the winning requirement. In
recent days, after Mr. Chen attracted a top security ex-
pert and also Taiwan’s leading academic figure, a Nobel

laureate to his side, his prospects seem to have g
improved. /
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n tells North Korea to stay
«'on the path of engagément

SEOUL: U.S. defence secretary
William Cohen, on Saturday urged
North Korea to stay on its new
path of engagement, as his South
Korean counterpart noted that
North Korea had conducted un-
usually extensive military exercis-
es this winter.

Speaking at a news conference
while winding up his 10-day Asian
tour, Mr Cohen said that North
Korea was unpredictable.

“But I would point out that with
so many countries reaching out to
North Korea — to look at assisting
them in dealing with some of their
internal problems — it would be
contrary to North Korean interests
to consider military action against
the South,” Mr Cohen said.

“We must always remain vigi-
lant and prepared and have-a
strong deterrent, as we do, and to
send a signal to the North that it
would be contrary to their inter-
ests other than to pursue the path
of peace.”

The two Koreas remain in a
technical state of war, because

their 1950-53 conflict ended in an
armed truce that has yet to be re-
placed by a peace agreement.

South Korean defence minister
Cho Seong-Tae told the news con-
ference that North Korea had con-
ducted “unusually extensive mili-
tary exercises” since last June’s
clash between the rival Korean
navies in the Yellow Sea.

Several North Korean vessels
were damaged or sunk in the clash
near their contested sea border in
the first such naval engagement
since the Korean war ended.

“Although North Korea has
shown its softer side, by holding
U.S.-North Korea talks...We have
to be always alert to the North Ko-
rean threat,” Cho said.

Mr Cohen said that any such ac-
tion could affect food and other
humanitarian aid to the North.

Mr Cohen said earlier that his
visit here, marked the dual ap-
proach by the United States, South
Korea and Japan to dialogue with
Pyongyang’s reclusive Communist
leadership, while maintaining a

hefty military deterrent against
the North.

A senior U.S. official travelling
with the defence secretary said
that South Korean president Kim
Dae- Jung and Mr Cohen during
talks on Saturday agreed that U.S.
engagement with North Korea
must be centred on north-south
relations. The official, who asked
not be named, said that Kim ex-
pressed pleasure that Japan and
the United States had accepted his
“sunshine policy” of engagement
with North Korea.

“North Korea has no choice —
they are not going to engage other
countries without engagement
with South Korea,” the official
quoted Kim as telling Mr Cohen.

Mr Cohen, who earlier became
the first U.S. defence secretary to
visit Vietnam since the Vietnam
war ended in 1975, also met de-
fence minister Cho and foreign
minister Lee Joung-binn to discuss
issues ranging from North Korea
to the China-Taiwan dispute and
bilﬂteral issues. (Reuters)
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TAIWAN / VOTERS IGNORE CHINESE THREATS

’/Pro-indepevl}dnce leader wins poll

By F.J. Khergamvala \A&) . L\'

TOKYO, MARCH 18. The Taiwanese electorate to-
day gave a resounding thumbs down to the
ruling nationalist Kuomintang Party (KMT),
ignored threats from the mainland China and
elected Mr. Chen Shui-bian of the pro- inde-
pendence Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

an offer of friendship to Beijing. .
At 7:30 p.m. local time, when Mr, AChen
neared five million votes, a lead of more than
300,000, it was officially announced that the
DPP candidate had been elected to be the is-
land’s second directly elected President. Earli-
er, soon after Mr. Chen’s supporters had
claimed victory based on television projec-
tions, the mainland’s Xinhua news agency re-
ported the bare result without comment.

When Mr. Chen, 49, a former Mayor of Tai-
pei, takes over formally on May 20, it will sig-
nal the ignominious end of over 50 years of
KMT rule, much like India’s Congress, be-
cause of corruption and misrule. In fact, the
KMT candidate, the Premier, Mr. Lien Chan,
with just about a quarter of the votes, trailed
well behind even the other main candidate,
Mr. James Soong, who got over four and a half
million votes. Mr. Soong was Secretary Gener-
al of the KMT but quit in disgust and carried
many KMT cadre with him after the party
leadership did not select him as the KMT can-
didate. Mr. Chen’s victory could be attributed
to the entry of Mr. Soong who split the KMT
vote.

Mr. Lin I-Hsiung, Chairman of Mr. Chen'’s
DPP, speaking before the acceptance speech
by the winner, reiterated that the party would
soon offer to begin negotiations with the
mainland. Mr. Chen himself offered the most
significant initiative. He did not, at this early
stage, attach any conditions or spell out other
terms for talks, but moving away from the
KMT's hard line, Mr. Chen offered to open
direct trade links with the mainland. Speaking
of “great goals before us in Taiwan,” he called
for closer exchanges between “‘people of com-
mon ancestry” and said he would invite top
Chinese leaders to Taipei and he too desired
to visit Beijing. -

But, Beijing was not the main reason for th
election result. The fact that the 15 million
plus eligible voters elected Mr. Chen over the
two main rivals with KMT credentials, is one

to the presidency. The winner instantly gae

s

AN

Mr. Chen Shui-bian, who was elected President of Taiwan on Saturday, and his

running mate, Ms. Annette Lu, bow before tens of thousands of supporters at his
last campaign rally in Taipei on Friday night. — AP

pointer that the primary reason for Mr. Chen's
victory was the need for domestic reform. The
voters favoured distancing society from the
typical East Asian linkage between big busi-
ness, organised crime and ruling politicians,
even if it meant risking Beijing’s ire. Despite
the scare tactics of his opponents who told the
public that voting for Mr. Chen could mean
war, Mr. Chen did stick to the anti-corruption
message as his primary campaign platform.,

This is not to say that the Chinese Premier,
Mr. Zhu Rongji’s verbal threats last Wednes-
day and subsequent warnings from the con-
trolled mainland media did not have an
impact on the Taiwanese psyche. The Jiang
Zemin-led Chinese Communist leadership
can console itself that the island had thrown
out the politics and methods of the outgoing
President, Mr. Lee Teng-hui.

But, before it begins to work on some cre-
ative ways to accornmodate an island that has
practically become a respected nation, the

Communist Party must find a way to rapidly
backtrack from the frenzy it had whipped up
over the past few weeks. Coincidentally, main-
land China’s own Parliament that ended its
annual session on Wednesday focussed on
corruption and used Taiwan as a diversion.

It will take a little while for Beijing to wake
up to reality and bring its conservatives and
the military to accept the results of Taiwan’s
“local elections” but, contrary to what some |
observers might have expected, the U.S. Sev-
enth Fleet and China’s new destroyers are not
sailing to do battle.

AFP reports:

China enforced a virtual blackout on Tai-
wan’s polls today, but analysts warned of trou-
ble if Mr. Chen did not immediately recognise
Beijing's sovereignty over the island.

Both the Foreign Ministry and the Taiwan -
Affairs Office of China’s Cabinet refused all
comment on the poll result, and news bulle-
tins made no mention of the elections at all.
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TAIWAN / CHINA SPEAKS I& CONCILIWTONE

y F. J. Khergamvala “9

TOKYO\ MARCH 19. As Beijing re-
spondkd cautiously to the over-
of  Taiwan's new
t-elect, Mr. Chen Shui-
bian, the winning reformer made
it clear that his first priority was
change d home.

Mr. Chen’s victory celebrations
were tempered by the sobre real-
isation that his 13-year-old Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party (DPP)
controls only 33 per cent of the
seats in Parliament while the Op-
position Kuomintang Party (KMT)
had 55 per cent. His efforts to
consolidate power after he takes
over on May 20 may be helped by
the fact of the DPP’s hold over 70
per cent of seats in local councils.
Furthermore, the humbled KMT
might make his job easier.

The island's 49-year-old chief
executive-elect heard the wel-
come news this morning that a
KMT defector, Mr. James Soong,
who, with nearly 37 per cent of
the votes came second to Mr.
Chen in Saturday’s election, may
form a new party. Mr. Soong is
certain to draw away support
from the KMT, because, of the
82.69 per cent of the eligible vot-
ers, only 23 per cent voted for Mr,
Lien Chan, the KMT candidate.
This suggests that had Mr. Chen
had only one opponent, he might
have continued on the Opposi-
tion benches.

Mr. Chen must move very early
on the domestic front to draw up
areformist legislative package. He
has no choice but live up to his
earlier image as the Taipei Mayor
who cleaned up a corrupt capital,
because it was on the expectation
that he would do this on a nation-
al scale that he was elected. Chi-
na-related factors were
important, but secondary.

China’s early reaction to Mr.
Chen’s win seemed to acknowl-
edge that the man who was the
candidate of a party that was
founded on the ideals of an inde-
pendent Taiwan will need time to
transform himself from an idealist
to a pragmatic politician. Mr.
Chen, on his pgrf, seemed to pre-
reaction from the
y making specific of-

Chen to

ers of enhancing linkage across
the Taiwan Straits.

Predictably,  standing his
ground on the question of Taiwan
being included in the “one coun-
try two systems” (modified) pat-
tern, which he described as
‘“unacceptable”’, Mr. Chen said he
aimed at “permanent peace,”
said ‘“no” to earlier intentions of a
referendum on Taiwan’s future, a
change in the Constitution and
the flag, “unless attacked by the
mainland.” Considering that he
will continue to come under pres-
sure from a strong lobby in his
DPP that demands full nation-
hood and all that it entails inter-
nationally, Mr. Chen's words may
be read in Beijing as an early and
welcome attempt at providing
pragmatic leadership to the party
rather than bowing to a hardline
constituency.

Climbing down hastily from its
pre-election threats, China said it
would be willing to talk to “any
party, organisation or person,”’
provided it is conditioned on the
“one-China” principle. Beijing
added that it would listen to Mr.
Chen’s words and watch his
deeds. This could be construed as
an early sign of welcoming Mr.
Chen’s offer of holding talks on
direct links with the mainland
and easing investment rules. Mr.
Chen has already distanced him-
self from the KMT on the “three
directs”” — trade, transport and
postal links with China.

This job may be entrusted to
the 1986 Nobel Prize (chemistry)
winner, Mr. Lee Yuan-tseh, who
quit his job as the head of the Aca-
demia Sinica, to join Mr..Chen.
Mr. Lee is being spoken of as the
Premier of the Chen era.

Behind the rhetoric and the
bamboo curtain, the two separate
economic and trading entities
have little choice but to consoli-
date and build on the $ 35-billion
investments from Taiwanese on
the mainland and the $ 14-billion
merchandise trade in 1999, up 9
per cent since last year, despite
the trade in harsh words.

The Taiwan market will react to
Mr. Chen’s win when the bench-
mark Taiex opens on Monday.
Helping Mr. Chen consolidate
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V
ursue reforms

power at home and building ties

with China will be a new breed of

young dotcom and “‘chip” multi-

millionaires who will replace the

decrepit business tycoons who

grew up with the decadent KMT.
Reuters, AP report:

The United States President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, congratulating
Mr. Chen on his election, today
urged Taipei and Beijing to begin
constructive talks to improve re-
lations. “I believe the election
provides a fresh opportunity for
both sides to reach out and re-
solve their differences peacefully
through dialogue,” Mr. Clinton
said in a statement. Asian coun-
tries joined the U.S. in urging Chi-
na and Taiwan to embrace a fresh
era of meaningful dialogue. aid, 4
In Tokyo, a statement by the Japa-
nese Foreign Minister, Mr. Yohei :
Kono, said: “Japan expects that
under such new circumstances,
the issue relating to Taiwan will
be settled peacefully through di-
rect dialogue between the parties
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait
and that this dialogue will be
promptly resumed.”

Lee quits party post

Hurling eggs and sticks at rows
of baton-wielding police, thou-
sands of protesters vented their
anger at the Taiwan President,
Mr. Lee Teng-hui, today and fi-
nally got what they wanted: Mr.
Lee’s resignation as the Kuomin-
tang Party’s chairman. The fu-
rious crowd of about 3,000
surrounded the party headquar-
ters late afternoon, getting into
shoving matches with police as
they demanded Mr. Lee quit the
party’s top post to take blame for
its humiliating election defeat
yesterday, after more than a half
century in power.

The scene was ugly even as top
party officials arrived for a closed-
door meeting, only to see protes--
ters use rocks and flag poles to
smash the windows of their luxu-
ry cars. And things got worse with
police eventually using water can-
non to try to disperse the crowd.

Several protesters and at least
one police officer suffered what
appeated to be minor injuries.



J1osI
I 3 ge ‘euryy jo
djqndey eyj 30 Sejj pezisioao uz dn
guippoy e{iym “mmom-mEU ur [puo[e)
19WI0) plo Jesk-1g ples  ‘waiy)
Ul SADI[Rq SISILNWIUIC]) 9Y) 95083
eIy UM 3ouad 93BUL UBD OlM SUO
£juo au) st £uIes ISIeuntie)N Suy,
y2m B ueas Lqrssod
— uemIry, Y14 Sununal pajedcape
Broy c.?r. otiM SleDes] 53ullisg gilm
401 Joytoue yreds prnod uIsirUol}eRU
udqoderne s s XY (o) AUBUI yng
‘ores ay ‘efuwp
o1 Lxeuryoew: fi11ed (SI[RUCIIRY]
BAISSBUL 21} ocdo] pIned uniojjerd

~ JN3Jap isijpuoyny 19yyn 19din]

Aoerowsp-oad ‘QJeid-rpue susay) IW
"A13Unod ay) I0] poos sem uayy) I
pies ‘g9g ‘Guej ‘aed [PLIOWSJ YoUs
-y Jueny) Agaeau oyj je Suryowg
‘paed diysiequsw Aied pazis
-pJed 11peJdd 9)1ym pue anjq SIy no
Buijud ‘Suex se swguans sy oaed
oym Joyueq B pies  ‘eSueyo 0] saey
sfury) ing "inoge [[B St AORIJOWSP
1eYm SJEU} 9sNBIOq ‘AI01d1A § UIYD)
100dsor opy "Suocam sn 198 quoq],
Wdem
SIUBM OUA,, -Suniueyos ‘41 uo Jun)-asy,
ORIy J19pEs] ISIUNWII0)) JSII S BUIY))
yiim ulrs soded B paysipuglq 19

-qpoue o[IYM YSIqqN Jo [[1f 94N0K,

Juikes ‘1 uo pojured suwreu so007 Iy
Uita Jeuueq e je jeds urur A11ople
ue ‘sysejoid ayy ur 1utod ouo 1y
" SOnTRA UBMIV ],
wreaagsurew juasoadar 01 ‘paureunn
104 se ‘fyied [Bo1{[ed M2 R 1WA
pinom 9y jeyy Surcunoute Juocsy I
YNm ABPO) 0510M dPEU dIOM SIHTIRIA]
ds 9y uo yedjap s LHred oy aurerq
uemie ] Ul AURp SULIISd 5t ogm
‘G0 JUAPISALJ YIIM 10 JI2] 9y doyn
Buocg I poledxa sISTRUOIIBN 9],
puod9s pays:
-uyy ogm ‘Suneg sedaeyp wuspuadopuy
pejroddns pmoid ey} ut I
‘aoed

Aem-93.1y) oy Ul juad Iad ¢g [ewsIp B
Burmydes ‘9j0a oY) Ul paTY} paystuy
usr] I Sulp[ing £qaesu B Jo apIs
ay3 uo Jeysod ulreduweo aarssew ©
WO PMOID 9} IR UMOp Pasoo] ‘uey)
Ol A ‘9IRPIPURD }SI[BUOIIBN
oY) Jo e2vy Zurjtws adny oy,
‘punacie ajdoad Suraom Ul ATU0 popesd
S30& 1911 B Jng PMOIO 8Y) dsiadsip
61 ATy 01 SUOUUR) I131eM Pasn adt[od
paodd ay) Aq 9ourApe U ey 0}
SRS pasn adfod se sassajodd 1ey)o
£q Lumy PaLLIR) SBM UBW a() ‘908]
SIY UMOP SUTWBOLYS POOTY YITA
‘woym Aq 1o 1Y ussy pey oy
0Y B3] 10U SBM 11 g ‘SNOToSU0IUN

e

paspouy sem Jo1s9j0ad auo IsBI] 1Y
‘Buneant 9y
0] Jape9[ Ajied Zurynys sred Lmxn|
JO Smopuim 9y} poysews s191s910ad
‘sofod Jeyy pue syoox adxer Suisp
‘pres uewsosods
oyl  ‘ossew us udIsal [[Im sIepeo
Ioyj0 pur [eaaudgd-L1eraI0as Lyred
9y} pue 9y 1ey) I103ye pue sjewigo doy
12019 01 Jaquialdog ut sseaduocr Kjred
¥ ploYy pue 9o)Truuwod uLogea Liaed e
Loy [[im yg-3us ], 99 URULIIRY)),,
requatdeg ur uruLIteyd Ajred
se uorisod nyiemod sty uBisar pnom
997 A pres Ajred jsi{euoctyey oY)
Jo uewsayods e ‘Surjeewx mﬁ T ¢<

w_xz w—mc-o‘_m_

siopeo] Aried se
pue sotod yyiam
,mooﬁ:otm ofﬁ

mxﬁ .: u
my- mci 30T JuSpi
“JIdA Sa¥s010ad o o 2sno
Surpiaim-uojeq o avar v
sdda m::.SE — @1 :

N

SE3Hd T3LYI3088Y



/Chen ready jo discuss,

TAIPEt, MARCH 20. Taiwan's Presg)
dent-elect, Mr. Chen Shui-bian,
in his first response to China’s
call that Taipei return to the
“one-China policy,” today said
he was willing to discuss the pol-
icy with Beijing.

“1 am willing to discuss any
subject, including the ‘one-China
policy,” with Beijing, so long as
‘one-China’ is not a principle or
pre-condition for holding talks,”
Mr. Chen said. He made the re-
mark while meeting Mr. Chang
Jung-Fa, Mr. Chen’s new Cabinet
Adviser. After winning the elec-
tion on Saturday, Mr. Chen had
said he and his Vice-President
were willing to take a “reconcil-
iation and communication trip”
to China before he was sworn in
on May 20.

Reacting to Mr. Chen’s re-
marks, the Chinese President,
Mr. Jiang Zemin, said he wel-
comed talks but only on the prin-
ciple of “one China”. Chinese
state radio quoted Mr. Jiang as

N\ NS

saying, “We haQ/e said in the past,
and we still think that no matter
who is in power in Taiwan, we
welcome him to come to the
mainland for talks. At the same
time, we can go over to Taiwan.
But dialogue or talks should be
on the basis that he first of all
recognise the one-China princi-
ple. Under this precondition,
anything can be discussed.”

But China’s Taiwan experts
sniffed at Mr. Chen’s offer, saying
Beijing needed to observe him
for a long time — particularly
what he says about the “one-Chi-
na policy” in his inauguration
speech — before making a judge-
ment on him. Beijing insists
there is one China and Taiwan is
its province. Taiwan, seat of the
exiled Chinese nationalist gov-
ernment since 1949, claims Chi-
na’s situation is like that of the
former East and West German
states as well as North and South
Korea — a nation divided by war.

At a meeting in Hong Kong in

——
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1 : )
‘one-China
/D92, Beijing and Taipei negotia-
ors agreed that each side could
eep its own interpretation of
at is one China. So, while Beij-
ing claims there is one China and
Taiwan is part of China, Taipei
says there is a historically and
culturally one China, it is a divid-
ed country ruled by two Govern-
ments. This consensus was
broken in July 1999 when the
President, Mr. Lee Teng-hui, re-
defined Taiwan- China ties as
“state-to-state relationship.”
Beijing halted resuming bilateral
talks and threatened to use force
to recover Taiwan if Mr. Lee took |.
concrete action to seek inde-
pendence.dn a related develop-
ment, Taiwan’s Defence Ministry
today dismissed a Hong Kong
press report that Chinese troops
were massing along the Fujian
coast. “We have not detected un-
usual troop movements on the
mainland. There are only regular
troop movements.” — DPA, Reu-
ters




_“Taiwan winners mull |
slagt gn fl;eedom policy

Taipei, March 22 (AP): The next
Taiwanese President’s party
today began mulling over possible
changes in its pro-independence
platform — a major barrier to
talks with rival China.

Since Chen Shui-bian won the
vote, some influential party mem-
bers have said that the Democrat-
ic Progressive Party should drop
its support for an islandwide ref-
erendum on whether Taiwan
should declare independence.

The proposal also called for a
revision of vaguely worded refer-
ences in the party’s constitution
referring to the island as the inde-
pendent “Republic of Taiwan,” in-
stead of the dbfficial name, “Repub-
licof China.”

Changing the party’s platform
might help Chen start talks with
Beijing, which yesterday repeated
that it would never deal with
someone who belongs to a pro-in-
dependence party.

The party’s central committee
— including Chen — discussed
the issue today. “Right now it’s
impossible to drop the pro-inde-
pendence stance because it has to
be approved by all the delegates.
That is how we make policies,”
said Lin Yi-hsiung, DPP chair-
man.

Noke of the members of the
party’s §entral committee object-
ed to reviewing the platform, and
party delégates will take up the
proposal at a general meeting
sometime in the future, said party
spokesman Yu Shyi-kun.

Beijing has long opposed the
party’s policy and has insisted the

" two sides reunify eventually or

face war. China and Taiwan split
in 1949 when the Communists
took over the mainland.

US mission

Praising the island’s vibrant
democracy, a former Indiana con-
gressman began a mission for
Washington today to figure out
how serious Taiwan’s next Presi-
dent is about avoiding a war with
China.

Lee Hamilton touched down in
Taipei hours after another US
envoy  Richard Holbrooke
wrapped up talks with Chinese
leaders in Beijing, saying he was
encouraged by China’s cautious
attitude with Taiwan.

In a brief statement at Taipei’s
airport, Hamilton praised the
“strength and vitality of Taiwan’s
democracy.”

“I also wish to congratulate
President-elect Chen and look for-

HE TELEGRAPH
7 3 MAR 20

ward to meeting him and learning
more about the policies he seeks to
carry out,” said the Democrat:
who'’s an expert on Chinese af-
fairs.

Hamilton, a presidential emis-
sary to Taiwan in everything but
name, was travelling as a private
citizen because Beijing would
fiercely protest a visit by an offi-
cial US envoy. China insists that
Taiwan is a Chinese province and
should not have official exchanges
with other nations.

But Washington did send an of-
ficial envoy to Beijing, UN ambas-
sador Richard Holbrooke, who
spent two days meeting with Chi-
nese leaders, including President
Jiang Zemin.

Before leaving China today,
Holbrooke said he was encour-
aged by China’s “wait-and-see at-
titude” following Taiwan's sec-
ond-direct presidential election.

“We felt there was a construc-
tive atmosphere on the question of
Taiwan,” Holbrooke said. “What
is mildly encouraging is that
everyone has reacted to the new
circumstances with prudence and
caution.” He uirged the two rival
governments to negotiate and also
repeated US support for Beijing’s
position.




Ripples on Ghina sea

| THE VICTORY of pro-independe (::7e Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) candidate Chen Shuibfen in Taiwan’s presidential
election is a snub to the Chinese. The war hysteria created by
the Chinese leaders was perhaps)intended to scare the

Taiwanese voters away from Mr Chen. Prime Minister Zhu
Rongji had personally warned the voters not to vote for him. :

The belligerence shown by China was uncalled for though it is

not difficult to understand the reasons.

The aggressive posture towards Taiwan is perhaps a sign of
Beijing’s nervousness over the continuing unrest in Tibet and
inability to solve the Taiwan problem. The renewed anti-
Chinese mood in the US Congress and a new pragmatic shift in
American policy towards India may have also created a sense
of uneasiness among the Chinese leaders. However, no less sig-
nificant is the ongoing power struggle in the ruling communist
party hierarchy over corruption and other issues. The hype on
Taiwan was perhaps a diversionary tactic to shift attention of
the party congress from internal corruption. According to some
strategic thinkers, since the military has pushed for bigger bud-
gets, aggressive postures towards Taiwan made a lot of sense.

The president-elect in Taipei has offered an olive branch to
the Chinese by calling for peace and wider economic links with
the mainland. Mr Chen has said that he wants to be a “peace-
maker and not a trouble-maker”. The Chinese leaders too have
somewhat moderated their tone. Despite the conciliatory ges-
tures, however, Sino-Taiwan ties will remain potentially explo-
sive. Even though the vote was against 50 years of murky links
between business, politics and crime, and the cronyism of the
Nationalist Kuomintang Party (KMT), Mr Chen is unlikely to
relent on his party’s independence plank. At the same time, the
new leader would need to rule by creating a broad consensus.
He has done well to shy away from provocative references to
Taiwan’s independence. But China is still usure about how to
deal with the breakaway province. y
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ASSOCIATED PRESS, REUTERS

TAIPEI, March 22. — The
Democratic Progressive Party,
whose candidate has won
Taiwan’s presidential election,
today began mulling over pos-
sible changes in its pro-inde-
pendence platform — a major
barrier to talks with China.

Taiwan’s television stations
meanwhile announced that
outgoing President Lee Teng-
Hui will resign his party’s lead-
ership on Friday, handing over
reins to presidential candidate,
Mr Lien Chan.

Lawmakers and protesters
have blamed the retiring
President for the party’s
embarrassing loss in
Saturday’s election and have
called for his resignation as
Nationalist chairman. On
Sunday, he said he would step
down in September, but this
did not satisfy his critics.

Since Mr Chen Shui-Bian
won the vote, some influential
party members have said that
the Democratic Progressive
Party should drop its support
for an islandwide referendum
on whether Taiwan should
declare independence.

A DPP central executive com-
mittee meeting ended inconclu-
sively today, with the decision
to kick the issue over to the
party’s policy committee for
further study, secretary-gener-
al You Hsi-kun told a press
conference.

“The central executive com-
mittee has no way of making a
decision,” he told reporters.
“After discussion, we reached a
consensus and decided to send
it to the policy committee for
further study.”

Seeking to lower the tempera-
ture with Beijing, DPP legisla-

| | VA
‘Chen party mulls
Jover softer lqi7ne
"«‘on China ties\

tor Chen Zau-nak, a member of
the executive, proposed replac-
ing a clause in the party char-
ter demanding a “Republic of
Taiwan”.

He proposed a vaguely word-
ed formula asserting Taiwan’s
status as a “sovereign indepen-
dent country”. In other words,
the party would not actively
push for independence by
changing Taiwan’s official
name — the Republic of China
— but simply recognise what
most people on the island
already consider a reality.

Such a formulation would not
be acceptable to Beijing, which
regards taiwan as a breakaway
province and has threatened to
invade if the island declared
independence. But it would
remove the most incendiary
part of party doctrine.

Changing the party’s plat-
form might help Mr Chen start
talks with Beijing, which yes-
terday repeated that it would
never deal with someone who
belongs to a pro-independence
party.

“Right now it’s impossible to
drop the pro-independence
stance because it has to be
approved by all the delegates.
That is how we make policies,”
said Mr Lin Yi-hsiung, DPP
chairman.

None of the members of the
party’s central committee
objected to reviewing the plat-
form, and party delegates will
take up the proposal at a gen-
eral meeting sometime in the
future.

Beijing has long opposed the
party’s policy and has insisted
the two sides reunify eventual-
ly or face war. China and
Taiwan split in 1949 when the
Communists took over the
mainland.
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TAIPEI, MARCH 22. Taiwan’s Democ atic Progressivi
Party, swept to power in presidential elections last
week, ended a meeting today with no decision on
whether to scrap its demand for a separate state.

Its central executive committee decided to kick the
issue over to the party’s policy committee for further
study, the secretary-general, Mr. You Hsi-Kun, told a
news conference.

“The central executive committee has no way of
making a decision,” Mr. You told reporters. “After
discussion, we reached a consensus and decided to
send it to the policy committee for further study.”

Seeking to lower the temperature with Beijing, the
DPP legislator, Mr. Chen Zau-Nan, a member of the
executive, proposed replacing a clause in the party
charter demanding a “republic of Taiwan™.

Taiwan's DPP stall

He proposed a vaguely worded formula asserting

Taiwan’s status as a ‘‘sovereign independent coun-
try.” In other words, the party would not actively
push for independence by changing Taiwan’s official
name — the Republic of China — but simply recog-
nise what most people on the island already consid-
er a reality. Such a formulation would not be
acceptable to Beijing, which regards Taiwan as a
breakaway province and has threatened to invade if
the island declared independence. But it would re-
move the most incendiary part of party doctrine.

Meanwhile, a senior DPP member today held
open the possibility that the island’s controversial
$5.3 billion fourth nuclear power plant may go ahead
despite party opposition.

The DPP leader, Mr. Chen Shui-Bian, pledged to
scrap the project during his successful run for the
presidency.

.on independence

However, Mr. Chen’s campaign manager said the
réaction of international suppliers and contractors
would have to be taken into account before any deci-
sion was taken to mothball the partially-completed
facility.

“Basically, we oppose any new nuclear power
plant in Taiwan, and this was the position held by
Mr. Chen Shui-Bian during his presidential cam-
paign,” Mr. Chiou [-Jen told Reuters.

““But we have to look into such matters as whether
killing the project would spark protests and disputes
from foreign firms contracted to supply facilities,”
Mr. Chiou said. '

)
Chen seeks peace with Chin%/ An

Taiwan’s President-elect, Mr. Chen Shui—Bié\,\
said today he sought eternal peace with China, de
scribing it as a “sense of mission.”

“I believe pursuing eternal peace in the Taiwan
Strait is definitely our top goal,” Mr. Chen told re-
porters before paying a courtesy call on Mr. Koo
Chen-Fu, who was Taiwan’s top envoy to China un-
der the departing President, Mr. Lee Teng-Hui.

“It is also our moral obligation,” Mr. Chen said.
“We have a sense of mission and urgency.”

“We need to stabilise our political and economic
order no matter what,”’ he said, adding that relations
between the two sides were of the utmost impor-
tance.

China, alarmed at the prospect of Mr. Chen win-
ning last Saturday’s presidential elections, stepped
up threats against the island’s voters in the run-up to
the polls. However, China’s reaction to the result has
been measured, saying it would watch Mr. Chep-
words and deeds. — Reuters
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- Pedple’s_pre
w Lee out, says China %

BEWING, MARCH 24. Taiwan's outgoing Presi-
dent, Mr. Lee Teng-hui, today resigned as
leader of the ruling Kuomintang Party (KMT),
taking full responsibility for the debacle of the
party in the Mayrch 18 presidential polls in the
island. .

“The reason¢behind this setback aré(¥i-
ous but as KMT Chairman, I have to take full
responsibility. T resign now and I recommend
that (outgoing Vice-President) Lien Chan be
acting Chairman,” Mr. Lee said in a statement.

Since the KMT’s humiliating defeat, protes-
ters have demonstrated outside the party
headquarters, demanding Mr. Lee’s immedi-
ate resignation as party Chairman.

China, which is closely monitoring the polit-
ical upheaval in Taiwan, which it claims as a
rebel province, immediately flashed the news
of Mr. Lee’s resignation.

The official Xinhua news agency reported
that Mr. Lee was forced to announce his resig-
nation due to mounting public pressure.

Mr. Lee, who firmly believes in Taiwan's in-
dependence, had angered Beijing last year by
redefining China-Taiwan relations as state-to-
state, prompting China to warn of resolute ac-
tions to stop Taiwan'’s independence.

Noting that after the defeat of the KMT, de-
mands for Mr. Lee’s resignation became loud-
er and louder, Xinhua said he had earlier
planned to step down in September.

However, calls for Mr. Lee’s immediate re-
signation became stronger with protests
spreading from the KMT headquarters to oth-
er parts of the island and overseas, the state-
run news agency said.

The pro-independence candidate, Mr. Chen
Shui-bian, won the presidential election,
much to the discomfort of China's Communist
Party leadership.

Senior party leaders had openly urged Tai-
wan voters to shun Mr. Chen, whose Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (DPP) favours the
island’s independence.

Analysts say many in Taiwan and Beijing
suspect that Mr. Lee secretly supported Mr.
Chen since he thought that the KMT candi-
date, Mr. Lien Chan, could not defeat his rival,
Mr. James Soong, who earlier quit from the
KMT. Mr. Soong finished second while Mr.
Lien came third.

\/
ssure forc:edg

The outgoing Taiwanese President,
Mr. Lee Teng-hui, enters an
emergency meeting of the
Kuomintang Party where he

announced his resignation as its
chairman on Friday. — AP

China has acted cautiously to Mr. Chen’s
victory, saying it would watch his words and
action.

The Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin,
said Taiwan and the mainland could resume
negotiations on early reunification of the
motherland once Mr. Chen acknowledged the
“one-China” principle. Under this principle,
everything could be discussed, he said.

Mr. Lee’s resignation also comes in the wake
of the visit of the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s unofficial envoy, Mr. Lee Hamilton, to
Taipei to ease cross-Straits tension after Mr.
Chen'’s victory. — PTI
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China’s\Jliang Zemin
regime ard Taiwan’s
new Chen-led
Government will
probably continue to
exchange words,
but both now have
to spend time to
tame their respective
conservative lobbies,
writes
F. J. KHERGAMVALA.

IGHT DAYS ago, Taiwan

did itself proud by

changing a Government

at the hustings. By the
ballot, not by the bullet, as the
cliche goes. This lesson could
not have failed to sink in, even
among the mainland Chinese
who do feel a sense of patriotic
duty to reclaim the island. The
fact that the winner of Taiwan’s
second-ever direct Presidential
election was Beijing’s most
hated candidate, adds salt to
the wounded psyche. Yet,
stranger things have happened.
And they began happening soon
after Mr. Chen Shui-bian won
the elections. It is too early to
say, but the 49-year-old
candidate fielded by the 13-
year-old opposition party, the
Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP), may confirm the truism
that hawks make peace.

Beijing knew that it could do
nothing to prevent Mr. Chen
from being elected, but realising
that the three main candidates
(among five) were running very
close, China began an official
and media barrage to scare off
the Taiwanese voter from
electing Mr. Chen. It didn't
work for Beijing. It did for Mr.
Chen, who secured 39 per cent
of the votes polled. Mr. Chen
beat back the challenge from
Mr. James Soong, a former
Kuomintang party (KMT)
secretary-general, who split the
pro-KMT support and got 37
per cent of the vote, thus
relegating the official KMT
candidate, Mr. Lien Chan, to 23
per cent. Mr. Chen’s victory was
certainly not attributable to a
backlash to the rhetoric coming
out of Beijing. But, it is accurate
to say that the Taiwanese voter
elected Mr. Chen in the full
knowledge that the result would
anger the mainland Communist
leadership.

Many factors came together
to favour Mr. Chen. First, the

~ " Chen and China

Taiwan’s President-elect, Mr. Chen Shui-bian...
not overawed by China.

KMT split. The rank and file
clearly wanted Mr. Soong as the
candidate, but the all-powerful
President, Mr. Lee Teng-hui,
went with his lacklustre
Premier, Mr. Lien Chan. Mr.
Soong, a former Governor of
Taipei province, quit the party
and stood as an independent.
The fact that he got just two per
cent less votes than Mr. Chen
suggests beyond doubt that had
the KMT rank and file remained
loyal to one candidate, the
party would have won. That
said, Mr. Chen still was a
formidable candidate. Among
the three, he was the only
native-born and native
Taiwanese-speaking candidate.
Mr. Soong's registered domicile
was on the mainland and Mr.
Lien Chan was born on the
mainland. It is important to
remember that nearly 80 per

cent of the electorate is Taiwan-
born.

Perhaps the biggest factor
underlying Mr. Chen'’s victory
was his record and his
campaign as a crusader against
corruption, synonymous with
over half a century of KMT rule.
Called “black gold”, this nexus
of the KMT, its cronies in big
business and organised crime
had aroused intense anger
among the people.

Mr. Chen drew attention to
this factor throughout and the
public believed him. They
believed him because Mr. Chen
as Mayor of Taipei made a
serious attempt to clean up the
city and paid a heavy price
when his wife was nearly
paralysed in an “‘accident”,
which none believes was one.
On the eve of the elections,

Taiwan’s foremost academic left
his Government job and
subscribed his loyalty to Mr.
Chen, thus getting them both
more respect.

Within an hour of the official
count declaring him the winner,
Mr. Chen seized the initiative
from Beijing by setting out that
he will not declare
independence, nor hold a
referendum on that issue, nor
alter the flag or the
Constitution. Instead, said Mr.
Chen, he would support the
opening of direct trade, postal
and transport links with the
mainland. This in itself was a
major initiative. Now, there is
talk of the DPP amending its
charter that pledges to seek
sovereignty.

China reacted, if not entirely
positively, then quite
moderately to the Chen victory.
In contrast to the heavy-handed
warning given by the Premier,
Mr. Zhu Rongji, to Taiwanese
voters to select carefully “or
else”, Beijing said that it had
noted Mr. Chen’s remarks and
it was carefully listening to his
words and watching the deeds
of this winner of the “'local
election” in a Chinese province.

A few days later, the
President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, was
quoted by Xinhua news agency
as telling the visiting Congolose
leader that Taiwan must
recognise the one-China
principle. Mr. Chen'’s reply was
that he was willing to visit the
mainland and begin talks on
the meaning of one-China but
would refuse to negotiate with
the pre-condition that he
announce that Taiwan was part
of one China.

Mr. Chen’s priority must be
at home. He and his DPP hold
70 per cent of the seats in the
island’s local councils, but in
Taiwan's main Assembly, the
KMT has 55 per cent of the
seats to Mr. Chen'’s party's 33
per cent. Local reforms,
therefore, will be very difficult.
Moreover, there is a strong core
within the DPP which will
oppose anything but
independence.

China’s Jiang Zemin regime
and Taiwan's new Chen-led
Government will probably
continue to exchange words,
but both now have to spend
time to tame their respective
conservative lobbies. China’s
initial disappointment, anger
and anxiety at a Chen victory
may have been mitigated by the
ongoing strife within Taiwan’s
KMT which will most likely get
rid of China’s enemy number
one, bar none, Mr. Lee Teng-
hui.
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, ARLIER this month I led a
Frontier delegation to Taipei
to observe the presidential

election held on 18 March. What

we saw was deeply moving — hun-
dreds of thousands of people turn-
ing out at rallies is something
totally unknown in Hong Kong. We
were fascinated by the vigour,
determination and sense of pur-
© pose of the Taiwanese people. They
know they are masters of their

own house and are proud to sho
it. :ZQ/()’ n@
The strong mobilisation by the

political parties is breathtaking,
resulting in a record 82 per cent
voter turnout rate. Although I have
been to Taipei to observe elections
before, the recent election the most

significant. Chen Shui-bian’s tri-
umph was not only a victory for
himself and the Democratic

Progressive Party, but a milestone

in the Taiwanese struggle for

democracy. Mr Chen and many of
his DPP colleagues had been perse-
cuted by the Kuomintang (KMT).

It is their suffering and sacrifices

which laid the foundation for Mr

Chen’s surprise victory.

Throughout the election cam-

paign, inany people expected KMT

candidate Lien Chan or indepen-
dent candidate James Soong to
win. Thus, in the final week of the
campaign when it became clear
that Mr Chen would win, many
were stunned, including govern-

ment officials in Beijing and

Washington DC.

Some people attributed Mr Chan’s
narrow victory to the secret sup-
port he received from President
Lee Teng-hui, because a number of
Mr Lee’s tycoon friends have pub-
licly switched their support to Mr
Chen. Regardless of how and why
Mr Chen won the election, his vie-
tory marks a significant turning
point. For the first time in Chinese
history, there is a peaceful transfer
of power by universal suffrage.
After running Taiwan for 55 years,
it’s about time the KMT stepped
“down.

I hope the leaders in Beijing
would emulate the KMT leaders
and find the wisdom to open up the
system and allow the Chinese peo-
ple to have a say. We in Hong
Kong should have the right to elect
our government the way the
Taiwanese do.

While I have a lot of admiration
for the Taiwanese people’s courage
and tenacity, I am deeply dis-
mayed and disturbed by the level
of corruption and the involvement
of gangsters in the political
process. During the briefings we
received in Taipei by aides of the
five candidates and independent

academics, we were told that many
elected politiclans were tainted by
the so-called “back gold”, a mixture
of gangsterism and big money. A
political science professor said it
could take two to three decades to
clean up the system. We were told
one election rally alone cost about
(NT)$100 million.

In the past, I have told President
Lee and other senior KMT officials
that “black gold politics” had seri-
ously damaged Taiwan’s interna-
tional reputation and something
had to be done to root out the prob-
lem. This is definitely something
Hong Kong does not want to learn
from Taiwan.

Corruption aside, there is no
doubt many Hong Kong people
were moved by Mr Chen’s election.
Just a few days before polling,
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji
launched a scathing attack on the
separatist movement in Taiwan.
The dressing down was clearly
aimed at intimidating the people
by threatening dire consequences if
they choose Mr Chen. Not surpris-
ingly, many Taiwanese did not
buckle under. Such fighting spirit
is admirable.

The Taiwanese election stirred up
much interest in Hong Kong. No
less than 14 delegations and many
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Taiwanese do, says EMILY LAY

ct their government the

individuals flew to Taiwan to wit-
ness this historic occasion. The
Hong Kong news media also
flocked to Taiwan to cover this big
news event.

Many Hong Kong people would
like to emulate the Taiwanese by
having the right to elect our gov-
ernment, although no institution
has made an attempt to gauge the
public mood by conducting opinion
surveys. I guess the establishment
does not want to know what the
people want. Some television com-
mentators even stressed that the
Hong Kong people were pragmatic,
meaning they just want a quiet life
and no political confrontation.

The lesson from Taiwan is that
democracy does not fall like manna
from heaven. If the Hong Kong
people do not assert themselves
and are not prepared to make sac-
rifices, no progress will be made.
The message from Taiwan is loud
and clear — the Chinese people
can handle democracy. The ques-
tion the people of Hong Kong must
ask is: if the Taiwanese can do it,
why can’t we? After the euphoria
in Taiwan, it’s time for soul search-
ing in Hong Kong.

The author comments regulalrly
on Mong Kong and China affairs)
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China navy
acquires.

| Russm?gw

- destroyer

ASSOCIATED PRESS @/{ \ 1\

TAIPEI, Feb. 10. — A new
Russian-built destroyer will
cruise through the Taiwan
Strait tomorrow night or early
on Saturday, to join the
Chinese navy, posing a new
threat to US and Taiwanes
ships, a local newspapfgr
reported today.

' The Sovremerhy
destroyer will be pagt of the
East China Sea fleed at the
eastern port in Ningbo, facing
the Japanese island of
Okinawa, the China Times
quoted unidentified high-rank-

ing Taiwanese military offi-
cials as saying. W@
The guided-missile destroyer |

will be in a good position to
intercept US warships in
Okinawa, Japan, that can pro-
tect Taiwan from a Chinese
attack, the newspaper, one of
Taiwan’s leading Chinese-lan-
guage dailies, said.

A Taiwanese military
gpokesman, speaking on cus-
tomary condition of anonymity,
would not confirm the ship’s
reported date of arrival, but
said the ship was expected
“soon.” The spokesman
declined to speculate on
China’s plans for the destroyer
or whether it would be used to
counter US naval force in the
East China Sea. /
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% :g\,“ﬂhe Chinese.are in a bind.-.\\ .

, [y R r [N [ S - 3
HE wonderful part is that the Chinese don’t )thinIi&ey are
in a bit of a quandary over Taiwan. They see it simply as
an extension of the process that began with Hong Kong and
will come to an end in Taipei. Taiwanese laugh at it openly.
The vocabulary of the cross-straits dialogue has changed.
What Taiwan is now telling the mainland is that the terms of
reunification are to be decided bilaterally by the two countries,
in consonance with the wishes of the Taiwanese people, with-
out coercion. For Beijing, Taiwan is a matter of right: it is
theirs. Jiang Zemin and his foreign minister have warned that
any attempt to declare independence will mean war. For the
Taiwanese, it is a question of preserving an independent cen-
tre of power in Taipei in the new China or, participating in
power structures in Beijing, on their terms.

The stepping up of rhetoric may have something to do with |
the presidential elections in March this year. The KMT,
though officially still in favour of reunification, is pushing the
two-states theory, anathema to the Chinese, while President
Lee says Taiwan will continue to “expand its foreign relations
and international status”. This policy will presumably be fol-
lowed by his party’s candidate as well. In the opposition, opin-
ion is more radical. Chen Shui-bian of the DPP is frankly for
independence, while James Soong, an independent, talks of a
pact of mutual non-aggression, the kind which is signed
between sovereign nations. Worse, from the Chinese point of
view, opinion in favour of independence was expressed strong-
ly in previous elections and could gather momentum, That
may make it more difficult for Taiwanese leaders, functioning
now within the norms of democratic politics, to compromise on
Taiwan’s “separateness”. No one may actually declare inde-
pendence, an open provocation at this stage would be strategic
stupidity, the ground has not been prepared. But the Chinese
fear, reasonably, that Taiwan will continue to build a case for
a “separate political existence”, internally and externally. It is
not clear whether this in itself will unleash an invasion that
would bring the US into the picture, militarily, and damage
China’s credit with the West. China will probably intimidate
and bluster to contain the process of “separation” internation-
ally, with the kind of legalistic tough talk it uses for Tibet. Y,
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state to an open, democratic sys-
tem is the Taiwanese democratic
movement’s achievement. The
latter cherishes its identity and
strives to strengthen Taiwan’s
own distinct culture, language.
social and political systems.
During its 400-year history, was
}a}vxfan an integral part of
China? It is a de facto indepen-
dent country, seeking the interna-
tional community's recognition.
This March, Taiwan will hold its
second presidential elections.
President Lee was elected in
1996. Prior to that, the presiden-
tial election was determined in a
closely-manipulated process by
the Kuomintang-controlled
National Assembly.
The PLA lobbed missiles into
shipping lanes off Taiwan in 1996
to intimidate the 1sland’s first
presidential polls. The crisis did
not end until Washington sent
two battle carrier groups to patrol
the waters near Taiwan.
Defence vice-minister Admiral
Wu Shih-wen announced last
December that the Taiwanese
government would impose mar-
tial law in case the island was
attacked by China during the
polls to ensure social order was
swiftly put on track should inter-
vention of foreign forces lead to
massive riots n Taiwan. Its mili-
tary, however, will not heighten
the alertness level if the Chinese
hold war games or harass
Taiwan’s supplies to front-line
islands. It was the first such
statement made by Taiwan’s mil-
itary authorities, the United
Evening News said.
The Admiral said Taiwan was
prepared against any increase in
Chinese infiltration and sabotage.
Last June, Ting Yu-chou, then
secretary-general of the National
Security Council, estimated there
were at least 12,000 Chinese
Intelligence agents in Taiwan.
The Communist Party newspa-
per, People’s Daily, said there was
“not the slightest doubt” that
Taiwan would be reunited.

Late this January, Chinese Vice-
Prime Minister Qian Qichen in a
speech threatened war against
Taiwan if it moved towards inde-
pendence. China has enough bal-
listic and cruise missiles to paral-
yse the island’s defences with a
single attack. It can strike
Taiwan’s war command centres,
missile, sea and air bases.
Taiwan doesr’t seem to have a
chance. Its military, though, has
strived to boost defence spending.
The USA had reportedly agreed
to sell Taiwan four Aegis guided-
missile destroyers, which could
provide launch platforms to inter-
cept incoming Chinese missiles.

But Taipei will not give up
efforts to expand its foreign reia-
tions and international status.
Lee Teng-hui wants a resumption
of long-stalled talks with China.
A mutual non-aggression accord
seems to be the need.

The three main candidates for
the March polls are Lien Chan for
the Kuomintang, Chen Shui-bian
for the pro-independence
Democratic Progressive Party,
and James Soong, an Indepen-
dent.

But Taiwan's own leaders are
divided whether they want com-
plete independence or to settle for
the Chinese formula. Chances are
that whoever comes to power will
be wary about incurring the
wrath of a heavyweight neigh-
bour. Wanting freedom 1is one
thing, and having the audacity to
rally a nation to achieving that
goal is another. It requires single-
minded determination and inter-
national support.

Even Jose Ramos-Horta and
Jose Alexandre (Xanana)
Gusmao dont want to jeopardise
East Timor’s ties with China on
Taiwan. And they know all about
leading the aspirations of a peo-
ple to their logical end. Taiwan
just doesn't seem to have leaders
of their stature.

(The author is on the staff gf’The
Statesman, Calcutiar
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¢ calls éﬁiﬁ
,ﬁ ‘hooligan’ﬂ\z

TAIPEI, FEB. 26. The Taiwan Presi
dent, Mr. Lee Teng-Hui, has com-
pared China to a “hooligan” and
upheld his controversial state-
hood claim in defiance of Beij-
ing’s renewed military threats.

“Communist “China says it is

going to use force if we don’t talk
with them. It’s hegemony. China
is like a hooligan,” Mr. Lee told a
group of business leaders at a
banquet in southern Kaohsiung
on Friday night. China on Mon-
day issued a white paper on Tai-
wan which warned Taipei’s
repeated rejection of reunifica-
tion talks would lead to war.

Some observers say the paper
was timed to set the tone for the
island’s March elections and fu-
ture negotiations on Taiwan’s
sovereignty. ‘‘Taiwan-China ties
are special state-state relations.
It’s the basis, nothing else. Only
under the fundamental frame-
work can we talk,” said Mr. Lee,
who is to retire in May. The Taipei
Government, which has been at
loggerheads with Beijing since the
end of a civil war in 1949, has de-
manded parity and democracy as
preconditions in any reunifica-
tion talks. But Beijing’s white pa-
per demands Taipei accept the
concept of “‘one country, two sys-
tems”” which it uses to rule Hong
Kong and Macau. Taiwan yester-
day reiterated its sovereignty,
warning Beijing military threat
and diplomatic pressure would
only deepen cross-Strait tensions.
It also urged China to resume bi-
lateral talks and strengthen ex-
changes to push for better ties.

Meanwhile, a leading Chinese
official acknowledged that the
harshly-worded white paper was
aimed at influencing Taiwan’s
presidential election, according
to a report on Japan’s NHK radio
aired by Taipei’s Formosa Televi-
sion (FTV) today.

- Mr. Zhang Mingqing, director
of the Taiwan Affairs Office of
China’s State Council, told NHK
that the white paper on “‘the one-
China principle and the Taiwan
question” issued by his office
“would influence” the March 18
election. His comments to NHK
were directly aired by FTV yester-
day in its morning news and car-
ried in the daily Liberty Times.
Besides railing against Mr. Lee for
promoting ‘‘separatism’, the
white paper rejected any path to
peacefully resolve the cross-Strait
confrontation except unification.

The paper also declared that
China will “adopt all drastic mea-
sures possible, including the use
of force” if Taiwan “indefinitely
refuses to peacefully resolve the
question of unification through
negotiations.”

In his interview with NHK, Mr.
Zhang expressed concern over
the Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) candidate and former Tai- ;

pei city mayor, Mr. Chen Shui-Bi-

an. “If Chen Shui-Bian is elected,

the cross-Strait situation will not
improve,” stated Mr. Zhang, who
added, “if other people are elect-
ed, the situation could change.”
— AFP, DPA
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S the new century sets
in, North Korea engages
in a diplomatic game to
' mend fences with not only the
four major powers surrounding
the Korean peninsula — the
US, Japan, China and Russia
— but also countries in the
Asia-Pacific region and Europe,
a’ notable departure from its
decade-long isolationist policy.
While high-level talks are
being planned to forge
Pyongyang’s diplomatic rela-
tions with Washington and
Tokyo, North Korea has led its
traditional allies — China and
Russia — to send their foreign
ministers to Pyongyang, in
January and February respec-
tively, to normalise their bilat-
eral ties with the
reclusive country,
which had been
soured since their
“breach of faith” by
establishing rela-
tions with its arch- |-
rival, South Korea,
in the early 1990s.
Russian Foreign
Minister, Igor
Ivanov, who signed
a new friendship
treaty replacing a
Soviet-era mutual
defence pact during
the Pyongyang visit,
said he sensed “a
wind of change” in
North Korea al-
though he did not
elaborate on it.
In early January, °

//,;

[taly announced the opening of

full diplomatic ties with North
Korea to become the first G-7
nation to have such a relation-
ship. The Philippines has made
public its intent to exchange
ambassadors with North Korea
soon, while a high-ranking
Australian delegation visited
Pyongyang in late February to
discuss steps to restore formal
relations disrupted in 1975
over a diplomatic feud. France
and some other Western coun-
tries are expected to follow
suit.

SUNSHINE POLICY

Such a conspicuous advance
in North Korea’s diplomacy to
reclaim its standing in the

world community is obviously,

based on the confidence-that
the Pyongyang government
headed by Kim Jong-il, initially
regarded as a whimsical and
precarious leader, has now
been assured of stability and
firm control. Pyongyang must
also be assuming that its fre-
quent resort to brinkmanship,
playing its favourite card of
nuclear and missile capabili-
ties, has paid off well in deal-
ing with the US and Japan, all
the while suffering from acute
food shortage and economic
hardship that necessitate for-
eign aid.

In retrospect, after the Cold
War and the subsequent disin-
tegration of its primary men-
tor, the Soviet Union, in 1991,
North Korea chased a brief
honeymoon with South Korea
to produce an epoch-making
accord for mutual reconcilia-

~_RED BRINKI

North Korea Reaches Out To West

By HONG SOOQN-IL
tion, cooperation and non-
aggression. However, the
agreement soon turned out to
be a dead letter, and North
Korea opted for an intransigent
policy to boost its nuclear
weapons programme, which
prompted Washington to step
in to defuse a potential nuclear
crisis by concluding a concilia-
tory agreed framework with

Pyongyang in 1994, In return-

for Pyongyang shelving its con-

had aroused international con-

cern, Washington promised a part of Pyongyang, has also led ~
: other countries to seek normal

In-ihe wake o1 the Perry im-
tiative, Japan was quick to
improve its ties with North
Korea, burying sanctions it had
imposed on Pyongyang upon
seeing Taepodong-1 flying
through its airspace. Japan
sent a high-powered delegation
led by former Socialist Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama
to Pyongyang in December to

pave the way for resuming for- t

mal talks on diplomatic nor-

malisation, now slated for ¢
March. The “thaw”, featuring ord
troversial nuclear project that subtle yet visible signs of .

behavioural changes on the

The author is former Mana- ties with North Kores.

ging Editor, Korea Times,
Seoul.

The tactical changes may
have derived in part from

phased relaxation of its eco- Pyongyany’s concern about US

nomic sanctions and provisicn presidential

elections in

of a light-water nuclear power November. Although no one
plant incapable of producingcan predict the election out-
material applicable to nuclear come, North Korean leaders

weapons,

may well be inclined to seal

Upon the sudden death of its something before the crucial

)| cocoon of isolation, while step-
ping up the development of its
missile capability that resulted
in the stunning launch of a
Taepodong-1 ballistic missile
over the Japanese archipelago
in 1998, a missile that
Pyongyang claimed was a boos-
ter of its own satellite. Indica-
tions were that Pyongyang
would test-fire the following
year a longer-range Taepo-

capable of reaching Alaska and
part of the West Coast of
the US.

Faced with intimidation, the
Clinton administration, com-

mitted to non-proliferation of

weapons of mass destruction,
appointed former secretary of
defence, William Perry, as spe-
cial coordinator of US policy
toward North Korea, who sub-
sequently ironed out a compre-
hensive engagement policy in
October 1999 after consulta-
tions with Japan and South
Korea. The policy recommenda-
tion, highlighting an overall

reconciliatory tone, was some-’

how congruent with a policy of
engagement with North Korea,
nicknamed a “sunshine policy”,
that had been enunciated by
South Korean President Kim
Dae-jung shortly after assum-
ing office in 1998.

FRAGILE THAW

In the process of finalising the
policy option. Perry visited
Pyongyang last May to brief ita
leaders on his initiative, a visit
that led to a moratorium on
North Korea’s missile testing.
A bilateral agreement has also
been made for a high-level
North Korean delegation to
make a reciprocal visit to
Washington, probably in late
March, to discuss substantive
issues like a full lifting of US
economic sanctions, the re-
moval of North Korea from the
list of states sponsoring terror-
ism, and the ultimate estab-
lishment of formal relations
bgtwgen the‘ two countries.

dong-2 missile believed to be HER:

great leader, Kim Il-sung, and vote, lest the election of a hard-
ithe succession in power by his line Republican candidate
—son, Kim Jong-il in 1994, North louse up affordable grounds
-2Korea wrapped itself in the they have laboriously acquired

by brinkmanship. North Korea
has made it plain that it places
diplomatic priority on the ame-
loration of its ties with the US,
the sole superpower,
for its obvious
spillover effect on
other countries and,
particularly, on
future negotiations
with South Korea
for eventual unifica-
tion.

For all the tactics,
Pyongyang remains
cemmitted to its pro-
claimed goal of
building a military-
based “strong and
prosperous state”,
7 holding forth the
prospect that forth-

Washington and
Tokyo, let alone
Seoul, will be tough.
North Korean lead-
ers are cautious, if not deeply
suspicious, that a Western
engagement policy will under-

aine their socialist political

and economic svstem, render-
ing it more tible to for-
eign nfluzne 12 success of
engagement 13 pradicated on

HOLDING BACK

Also to be uneted is the fact
that Norih Kevea since the
death of Kim Yi-sung has per-
sistently attempted to drive a
wedge betweern Seoul and
Washington, refraining from
having any dinlogue wirh the
Seuth Korean government
which it dubs an American
puppet. Such an appreach is in
sharp contrast to Pyongyang's
reluciance to make deals with
the USRS and other Western pow-
ers, 2t well 0s 1ts accommoda-

iion ¢ offers made by
the Soulh lovean private sec-
tor, including the booming Mt

Kumgang iourism project
i which more than
v oreans visited |
mountain in the
vine hefty entry fees
srach in November

h Korea which
nen the north
itz support to
2 and other
t7 ¢ngage North
Korea in the hope that these
developments will reduce ten-
sicn end bring about meaning-
ful government-ievel talks
between the vwo Koreas, to
ensure du poace and secu-
rity on the Wercan peninsula
and territorisl unification.
However, niow leny the South
Ferean  can stand by the
sunshine pelicy that has so far
failed tv generaic any major
breakthrough in inter-Korean
relations is a good ouestion.
Patience is a prerequisite to
dealing with Norih Korea
which iz shuessed with the fear
of outside 1influence. But, the
upcoming general elections in
~South Korea, slated for April,
will dictaic the future course of
Seoul's engarement policy.

coming talks with’

chianges within the North'

Korean rvegime, but the
Pyongyang leaders today tend
to stonewall change for the
sake of thew survival.

THE STATESMAN
28fEB 200




« China warns Taiwan not
to seek mdependence\/

REUTERS
BEIJING JAN2 -

JUST months befo{e Taiwan’s
Presidential elections, Chinese Pres-
ident Jiang Zemin has wamned the
island not toseek independence. -

“Chinawill not sit idle and toler-
ate any act calculated to split China,
pursue the socalled ‘independence
of Taiwan,” or harm the fundamen-
tal interests of the Chinese people
-on both sides of the Taiwan straits,”
Jiang saidinaNew Yearspeech. -

Major newspapers splashed on
their front page the full text of the
speech to a tea party of senior com-
munist party officials in Beijing on
Saturday. An expert on Taiwan af-
fairs said the speech was-aimed at
reining in the.island ahead of Presi-
dentia) elections in March. Jiang
stopped short of threatening to in-
vade if Taiwan declared indepen-
dence toavoid upsetting voters, said
the analyst who asked not to be
t identified.

hct Df,

Zhaoxing hasbeen qoted assaying
Beijing could not

gressive Party, which
pendence from China.

Jiang stepped up pressure for
Taiwan to reunify with China after .
the return of Hong Kong in 1997
and Macau last month. “We have
reason to believe that the Taiwan is-
sue candefinitely be resolved,” Jiang
said. “When the time is ripe, the two .
sides of the Taiwan strait should en-
ter intodialogue under the Principle *
of one China,” he said. “Anythmg
canbediscussed.”

“I have toemphatically point out
that the ‘One China’ principle is the
basisand premise of peaceful reuni-
fication.” Taiwan- has rejected

" China’s ‘One Country, Two Sys-

tems’ formula, which granted Hong
Kong and Macau a large degree of
autonomy, asaway of unifying Bex-
jingand Taipei. :
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Taiwan official
warns of China
missile rain

ASSUCIA?ELLRESS S

TAIPEI, Jan. 8. — Within a
decade, China could lob
enough ballistic and cruise
missiles at Taiwan to paralyse
the island’s defences with a
single attack, a senior security
adviser warned today.

“China could deploy some 900
M-9 missiles and a large num-
ber of cruise and M-11 ballistic
missiles near its eastern coast
facing Taiwan by then,” said

/l(?lr Chen Bi-jaw, an adviser to
the National Security Couneil.

The missiles could strike
Taiwan’s war command cen-
tres and its missile, sea and air
bases, allowing China to gain
control of the island’s air space
and sea lanes without giving
Taiwanese forces a chance to
fight back, he said at a semi-
nar on national defence.

The Taiwanese military has
strived to boost its defence
spending, warning that China
could gain air superiority gver
Taiwan by 2005 with its
aggressive arms build-up.

Mr Chen said the USA
agreed to sell Taiwan four
Aegis guided-missile destroy-
ers, which could provide lau-
nch platforms to intercept
incoming Chinese missiles.

The military has refused to
confirm reports of the sale.
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Taiwan is a sovereign st\?te,
asserts President Lee™ %\ \|

TAIPEI: Taiwan President Lee
Teng-hui said on Sunday his coun-
try is an independent state and des-
ignated parity and freedom as pre-
conditions for reunification with
the mainland.

Lee recalled that for a long time
Taipei and Beijing had went their
own ways in defining the content of
“one-China” after their split in
1949 at the end of a civil war. “But
with the growing Chinese Commu-
nist influence in the international
community, ‘one-China’ has been
mistakenly regarded as ‘the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China,” Lee said
in a meeting with three visiting US
senators Tim Hutchinson, Susan
Collins, and Michael Enzi.

“This is by no means acceptable to
us,” Lee said. Both Taipei and Bei-
jing claim they are the sole legitimate
governments of the whole of China.

Lee, the first Taiwan-born presi-
dent of the island state,said,“The re-
public of China (Taiwan) has been a

sovereign state” since it was estab-
lished by Dr Sun Yat-sen in 1912.
Lee said that was why he had to
underscore the statehood assertion
in the interview with a German ra-
dio in July. “The Chinese Commu-
nist authorities must have a clear
picture of Taiwan’s history and the
ideas of the people here,” he said,
two days after a US congressman
said Washington did not want
provocative comments from Tai-
wan’s leadership to interfere with
its fragile relations with China.
“One message I intend to give to
(Taiwanese) president Lee Teng-hui
is that he needs to be extremely cau-
tious in selecting his rhetoric,” said
delegation leader Matt Salmon, a
member of the International Rela-
tions Committee and its Asia and Pa-
cific Subcommittee. Salmon said he
did not want to see his country
“sucked into a needless conflict”
while acknowledging support for Tai-
wan was strong in the Congress. (arp) A
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China warns - Taiwan again

Beijing, January 29 K\ \ ,L,S\\

CHINA HAS warned Taiwan tha
any attempt to pursue plans for
independence would lead to war,
the official media reported today.
"Taiwan independence will not
mean peace but war between the
two sides of the straits," and com-
patriots both in Taiwan and the
mainland must make "concerted
efforts to fight against it", Chinese
Vice Premier Qian Qichen said.
Qian, a top policy maker on
Beijing's Taiwan policy made these
remarks here at a forum yesterday,

marking the fifth anniversary of
Chinese plan to reunify Tajwan
with the mainland, Xinhua news
agency said.

He said the ruling Communist
Party of China and the Govt would
never make compromise on safe-

uarding national sovereignty and
integrity, warning that separatists
in Taiwan must not "play with fire."

China regards Taiwan as a rebel
province that must be reunified
with the mainland. The mainland
and the island of Taiwan have been
ruled separately since the end of
the Chinese civil war in 1949.
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30 JAN 20D

Beijing has long threatened to
use military force if Taiwan
declares independence.

Negotiations with Taiwan could
include international space for
economiic, cultural and social activ-
ities for Thiwan and political status
of Taiwan authorities, Qian said.

Qian, who oversaw the return of
Hong Kong in 1997 and Macao in
Dec 1999, restated Beijing's offer
of giving Taiwan more autonomy
under more flexible policies than
the arrangements with Hong Kong
and Macao under the "one coun-
try, two systems policy". (PTI)
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