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India gets support on disarmament

By C. Raja Mohan \’“) , \//’7

NEW DELHI, OCT. 31. Regaining its diplomatic
credentials to lead the global disarmament de-
bate, India this week picked up additional
support at the United Nations for its demand
that all nuclear weapons states take steps to
reduce the nuclear danger.

At the First Committee of the United Na-
tions on Monday, over 100 nations backed In-
dia’s resolution calling on the nuclear
weapons states to review their military doc-
trines and take “urgent steps reduce the risks
of unintentional and accidental use of nuclear
weapons’’.

When the Government tested nuclear weap-
ons in May 1998, many within and outside the
country argued that India was forfeiting her
place in the front benches of the international
discourse on nuclear arms control.

The Indian resolution on ‘“‘reducing the nu-
clear danger”, introduced two years ago at the
U.N., was indeed greeted with considerable

sceptici)z}/Many nations, even among the

non-aligned movement,1 u!rjected that the
Indian move was an attenpt to gain interna-
tional acceptance of its new found status as a
nuclear power.

The Western nations were furious that India
had the nerve to press a resolution on nuclear
disarmament at a time when they were mobi-
lising global opinion against the Pokhran tests.

India managed to get barely 68 nations to
vote in favour of its resolution in the autumn
of 1998. Last year, 90 states backed the Indian
proposal. Overcoming the crucial barrier of
100 votes this year, the Indian resolution got
the endorsement of 102 nations.

In risking a rare defeat of its resolution in
1998 and gaining greater support since then,
India demonstrated that its disarmament cre-
dentials were in tact despite the nuclear tests.

New Delhi is also challenging the five offi-
cial nuclear weapons states, who keep point-
ing to the new nuclear danger in the
subcontinent, to take steps to reduce the long-
standing threats to international security from
their own nuclear arsenals.

By demanding a review of their nuclear doc-
trines, India is proclaiming its own responsib-
le approach to managing nuclear weapons.
India is arguing that its commitment to avoid
an early use of these arsenals is more in tune
with the sentiments of the international peace
movement.

Many arms control groups in the United
States and the West have been unsuccessfully
pressing their governments to “‘de- alert” — or
reduce the state of readiness — their nuclear
arsenals.

Opposition to the Indian resolution has
largely come from the NATO nations and their
friends. In an important gain, Japan which tra-
ditionally votes with the West on arms contro]
issues abstained.

China is the only permanent member of the
U.N. Security Council not to oppose the reso-
lution. Whit€'the U.S., Russia, France and Bri-
tain ted against it, China abstained.
stan, which usually spars with India on

any issues at global fo oted in favour of
the resolution.
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IMIR Putms; disar-
mament statement should
throw the cat among the

pigeons. Presumably, the Rus-
sian President had prepared the
disarmament statement ‘he
issued on Monday for delivery to
the next US president.

In the event, he decided not'to
put. it on-ice but seized the
moment, perhaps aware that for

the debate on nuclear disarma-
ment in the American foreign
policy community was beginning
to open. up after the Clinton-
induced freeze (or was it simply
torpor?)

It was Jonathan Schell’s long
article two month’s ago in the
establishment’s favourite foreign
policy magazine, Foreign Affairs,
that-has brought a simmering
debate to the boil. Schell did this
once 20 years ago with an article
in the New Yorker that was
quoted the world over but to no
lasting effect.. =

On this occasion; the magazine
of publication is a better
platform, And the timing is
perfect. For ‘not only, as Mr
Putin makes clear, is Moscow
prepared to drastically reduce its
stockpile of nuclear missiles,
there are powerful, often ex-
military voices, in the USA advo-
cating the same’ course for
America.

Mr Putin’s call was not just for
further  cuts
than the US-
suggested
ceiling of 2,500
for each side
(there are
about: 7,000 at
present) but for
reductions far
b e l o-w
Moscow’s
previous target
of 1,500. From
the way Mr
Putin put it, he may well have in
mind the same kind of deal that
Mikhail Gorbachov and Ronald
Reagan hatched at their summit
in Reykjavi¢, a stockpile ap-
proaching zero.

That momentous . unconsum-
mated plan. was. Ronald
Reagan’s brain child — he
foresaw ‘a world with perfect
missile defences (the “so-called
Star Wars concept) side by side
with, the abolition of nuclear
weapons by the superpowers.
But the moment Mr Reagan’s
advisers got wind of what he was
hatching with Mr Gorbachoev
they moved to squelch -it,
arguing its lack of feasibility and
rubbishing its practicality, as

creative proposal that has
wound its way through the
labyrinth of inter-agency review.
The only time a major initiative
of a unilateral nature won
through was when President
George Bush, strongly placed
after the demise of the Cold War,
secretly hatched a plan to take
US nuclear bombers off alert
and remove tactical nuclear
weapons from service — no one
in the bureaucracy or the Senate
had time to try and outma-
noeuvre him.

According to George Perkovich,
writing in the current issue of
Forewgn Affairs, 1961 was the
last time that the US
government — led by John F
Kennedy tock nuclear
disarmament seriously enough
to explore how to make it
feasible. Although the Clinton
administration called for a
“fundamental re-examination”

the first time in almost 10 years,

By JONATHAN POWER

they do regularly with any-

Putin seizes moment.
on N- dlsarmament

of he nuc #tnne the
initiative sufferefd ‘from presi-
dential - inattenfjon and Mr
Clinton’s “relucthnce ‘to chal-
lenge Washington's odd eouple of |
Pentagon bureaucrats and
myopic .and doctrinaire sena-
tors”. Yet it is not entirely the
Pentagon’s fault. The web of
civilian experts that stretches
from inside the bureaucracy to
the Senate, universities, special-
ist think-tanks and to the arms
manufacturers produces a hard-
ened force of opinion, almost
immune to any counter-strike.

As General Eugene Habiger,
the recently retired commander-
in-chief of US strategic nuclear
forces, put it, “We have reached
the point where the senior
military generals regponsible for |
nuclear forces are advocating
more vocally, more vehemently,
than our ‘politicians to get down
tolower and lower weapons”.

His predecessor, Gen. George
Lee. Butler, goes even further
both in  wanting - to totally
eliminate nuclear weapons and
in ~highlighting * the savage
tactics used by the pro-nuclear
lobby to publicly destroy. the
image and credibility of any high
profile anti-nuclear campaigner.

Public opinion throughout the
Western world appearstobeina
state of serendipity when it
comes to nuclear weapons,
Something will come along from
somewhere
and make the
world safe
from ~nuclear
war. But
reality is far
different.
Russian
nuclear forces
are deter-
iorating, - both
materially and
in " their com-
mand and con-
trol systems. By the day an
unauthorised - launch becomes
more likely.

The Chinese-Taiwan sxtuatlon
could sometime in the next few
years erupt into a major military
crisis, pushing the USA to
confront China, a situation that
could lead to two nuclear-armed
powers firing missiles at each
other. Nuclear proliferation, as
‘we have seen in the last two
years, is becoming more and
more likely and Kashmir and
West Asia remain nuclear
tinderboxes.

But beyond that is the creeping
hostility that much of the rest of
the world feels as Washington
presses its superfluous nuclear
advantage. By making no effort
to deliver on what it has publicly
and solemnly promised a
number of times — -and once
again earlier this year — to
initiate serious nuclear |
disarmament — it encourages
other states to resist US foreign
policy goals, given half a chance.

Even good friends such as
Canada, France, Germany and
Sweden get gripped with this
anti-US angst from time to time.

It doesn’t augur well for long-
term US interests if the
country’s leadership is regarded
as arrogant and needlessly
militaristic.

Mr Putin has rightly seized his
moment. Can George W Bush or
Al Gore seize their's?

A statement of intent in reply,
as they hunker in their b
awaiting the electorate’s
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BRITISH Minister of State for Foreign

and Commonwealth Affairs, Peter Hain's

visit to New Delhi is being viewed with
great interest. This because it comes at a time
when pressure is mounting for the release of
British national, Peter Bleach, who is facing
trial in the Purulia arms drop case.

Hain is incharge of South Asia and also han-
dles the human rights portfolio in the Foreign
office. Just a few hours after his arrival in Delbi,
Hain spoke to The Hindustan Times. He made it
clear that he would raise the issue of Bleach. He
said that India should not only sign the CTBT
but also the NPT -- a statement that many in
India may find hard to digest.

On the fate of British national Peter Bleach,
Hain said "Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook
raised the issue three days ago and Jaswant
Singh promised to look into it. It is a matter of
concern to us and has already been raised at the
highest level. It will come up during my visit and
we hope there is some progress. But we don't
want to elevate it to a level, which affects the
good relations between the two countries.

He was quizzed on the incidents of racial vio-
lence directed against South Asians and the

ants India to sign
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Peter Hain

recent Parekh report on race relations that
rapped the British Government for its poor
track record. In reply he said, "There are about
1 million British citizens of Indian origin. We
want to ensure that every citizen has equal pro-
tection. We have had some very tough legisla-
tions on racial hatred and violence. We have
reformed the police who were racist, but a lot
more still needs to be done."

However, Hain feels that there are enough
areas of convergence (o steer the relationship
into the 21st century and the two countries were
working on them. Reflecting on these, he said

CTBT, NPT

he saw the beginnings of a new coherent rela-
tionship. "Some of the important areas of coop-
eration are against terrorism and drugs. Our
cooperation has gone beyond the joint working
group. We have been swapping instances and
learning from each other's experience in, fight-

" ing terrorism, cooperation against ters@fism

and terrorist groups across the world," he 3aid.
He says, "We have common interest in disarma-
ment, fight against terrorism, drugs and region-
al instability, and issues related to Pakistan."
However, what may be itchy for the Indian
Foreign policy hawks, is the British insistence
on India signing the CTBT and NPT that India
regards as a dead letter. "We have signed the
CTBT. We are concerned about the nuclear
proliferation and many countries have acquired
fissile material. I think it is in India’s interest to
sign the CTBT and the NPT. There is nothing to

_ be lost by doing so."

Brimming with optimism on the beginning of
his visit, Hain said India was a strategic partner
for UK and despite some difference they want
to take it further, "It is a partnership of equals.
We recognise India as a super power in strate-
gic and political terms. 1 don't see any irritants
and there has been a sea change in our rela-

tionship. Though there are difference y
have to be resolved like a family."
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ﬂVladimir Radyuhin “ 0
MOSCOW, NOV. 21, The Russian

President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
has voiced readiness for compro-
mise with the U.S. on the contro-
versial issue of the. 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Trea-
ty, while reaffirming Moscow’s
opposition to scrapping it

“We believe that the dést
tion of the ABM Treaty can desth-
bilise the situatjon'in the world,
but we are ready to look togethdr
for ways of resolving the pro
lem,” Mr. Putin told reporters
ter talks with the visiting British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair.

Mr. Putin’s offer of further talks
on the ABM Treaty appears to be
linked to a new compromise pro-
posal put forward last week by

/\kthe Russian strategic forces com-

mander, Gen. Vladimir Yakovlev.
Admitting that it would be diffi-
cult for Moscow to persuade
Washington not to deploy anti-
missile defences in violation of
the ABM Treaty, Gen. Yakovlev
proposed including anti-missile
systems into agreed limits on
strategic weapons and introduce
an unchanging general indicator
of such weapons, so that a coun-
try wishing to increase one com-
ponent in the equation would
have to cut back on another. Mr.
Putin has also proposed slashing
Russian and U.S. nuclear war-
heads from the 3500-level under
the START-2 treaty to 1500 war-
heads or less for each side.

Mr. Blair's one-day visit to
Moscow was apparently aimed at

BM: Putin moots%mpromise

working out an agenda for Bri-
tain’s mediation between Russia
and the U.S. on missile defences
and strategic arms. The British
Prime Minister, who was the first
world leader to develop a close
working relationship with Mr.
Putin, is clearly anxious to cast
himself in the role of a European
bridge between Russia and the
U.S. The Russian and Bl;it(ish
leaders have met for an unpréce-
dented five times since Mr. Pu-
tin’s election last March, and Mr.
Blair today defended his close in-
teraction with the President.

The two leaders also discussed
a plan actively promoted by Mr.
Blair to set up European peace-
keeping forces, which Russia sees
as a welcome alternative to NATO

force%
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SSIAN PROPOSAL
ON DISARMAMENT

By PAVEL PODLESNY <)/ }O

ROPOSALS contained in

President Vladimir Putin's
statement on nuclear disar-
mament are both timely and
realistic. They are aimed at
further nuclear disarmament,
non-proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and strategic
stability. Deep cuts in strate-

© gic offensive arms, initiated by

Start-I and Start-II treaties,
need to be continued by Russia
and the US, of course. Con-
clusion of the Start-III Treaty,

© which provides for a reduction
. of nuclear warheads levels in
' Russia and the US down to
. 1,500 each, is quite a feasible
: task and its accomplishment
. depends only on the goodwill of
' the two great powers. Russia

has this will and it was demo-

" nstrated in Putin’s statement.
- The ball is now in Washing-
' ton’s court.

Members of the American ad-
ministration have also repea-
tedly put the case for conclu-
ding the Start-III Treaty,
although naming a different
reduction level — 2000 war-
heads. But that is not a matter
of principle. The main thing is

. elsewhere. As the Russian

head of state emphasised in his

' statement. p-vBIves towards
| padicalty lowered levels in
! nuclear warheads must be
' made with the Moscow 1972
. anti-ballistic missile treaty
. preserved and strengthened.

i This treaty, as well as protocols

' to if, signed in 1997 and

; delimiting ABM strategic and

' tactical systems, is, in  the
' Russian leadership’s view, the
. cornerstone and foundation of

- strategic stability and security.
This is why Moscow has set its

face against Washington’s
intention to deploy a national
missile system, banned by the
1972 Treaty.

THREATS

The US is known to be moti-
vating its plans to deploy NMD
by the need to counter new mis-
sile threats that have emerged
recently and are alleged to be
stemming from a number of
countries that have mastered

“or are capable of mastering

nuclear missile weapons in the
next few years. But these
threats — real or imaginary —
can be neutralised without
going beyond the framework of
the 1972 treaty and by acting,
above all, through political and
diplomatic methods. A graphic
example, as Putin notes in his
statement, is an intensive on-
going dialogue between the US

. and North Korea on missile
- issues. The Russian President
, also pointed to the importance

of efforts to improve political

- and legal missile non-prolifera-

tion mechanisms and create a
global system of monitoring
missiles and missile techno-

logies.

The author is associated with
the Russian Academy of
Sciences.

An undoubted achigvement of
Russian diplomacy i§ the fact
that it has been able to make
the ABM problem, cdncerning
bilateral = Russian-American
relations, an international one.
Many countries, including
USA’s NATO allies, are now
agairst deployment of NMD,
aware that this will lead to a
new and very dangerous spiral
in the arms race. To be sure,
one need not anticipate deve-
lopments. The White House
has not yet made a final
decision on NMD and it will
apparently be taken by a new
administration. If Republican
George W. Bush, known for his
tough line on ABM, becomes
US President, the US may
withdraw unilaterally from the
1972 Treaty. The Democrats
have a more flexible attitude on
this issue and, arguably, Al
Gore, even attempting to alter
the Moscow treaty, would do so
only by agreement with the
Kremlin.

DIALOGUE

Moscow is not refusing to
keep up a dialogue. On the
contrary, Putin clearly says in
his statement that Russia is
prepared, without any pauses,
to continue the dialogue,
started more than a year ago
with the US, on any contro-
versial ABM issues. That is
quite natural, for an obligation
to look at all matters bearing
on the 1972 ABM Treaty is
recorded in the document itself.

One’s attitude to the ABM
Treaty is an acid test showing
actual intentions of the state
concerned, its genuine, not aes
lared, position. It is common
knowledge that a national
missile system in the US was
sought by Presidents Lyndon
Johnson and Ronald Reagan.
Bill Clinton was close to
implementing such plans, but
wisdom prevailed, after all. It
is to be hoped that common
sense and realism will be
shown by the future ‘White
House occupant too. '

Voices are heard saying that
the American budget surplus is
now so huge that its revenues
cannot find an application and
are bound to be used in
deploying an NMD. This argu-
ment has not a leg to stand on.
For revenues can be channelled
not only into the military, but
also the social area, where the
Americans have enough un-
solved problems. To spend
money on an action exacer-
bating the situation in the
world is hardly worthwhile.
Mankind is on the threshold of
the 21st century. It needs a
concrete and realistic nuclear
disarmament programme, Rus-
sia is offering its version of that
programme. The US can make
adjustments; what is impor-
tant that work should begin.
The two countries have tre-
mendous possibilities at their

disposal and these should be
used for strengthening peaV
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/( \*  Peace by Piece

. All democratic nuclear powers must, by definition, necess

s such, it is very salutary that a National Coalition for Niclear
isarmament has been set up in the country after a three-day national
convention. As in similar organisations elsewhere in the world, a former
chief of staff is to head it. And yet, experience shows that while any num-
ber of retired chiefs of staff and former defence secretaries willingly en-
list themselves in the anti-nuclear cause, no serving chief of staff, defence
minister or prime minister would publicly renounce nuclear weapons. It
might be a worthwhile task for the anti-nuclear peace movement to
study why the logic of nuclear futility so evident to those who have re-
tired, makes no sense to those in office. These days anti-nuclear peace
movements in the West have lost much of their momentum and there-
fore the push given by the Indian organisers is to be welcomed. Indeed,
i one among the foreign participants congratulated the Indian organisers
for initiating an exchange of views on nuclear disarmament. Even the

) Green Party in Germany has been forced to go along with NATO’s nu-
clear doctrine which envisages first use of nuclear weapons. P¢ace move-
ments in the West did not protest too much when nuclear weppons were
legitimised through the indefinite and unconditional extepision of the

[p—

seen in the post-Cold War era.

The convention urged the Big Five immediately to lert their nu-
clear weapons systems, pledge no-first-use, stop further research into ad-
vanced nuclear weapons and proceed systematically and continuously to
reduce their arsenal to zero level through unilateral, bilateral and multi-
lateral commitments and pacts. This is what the Indian government,
many other non-aligned countries, and of late even some of the allies of
the nuclear weapon powers have been demanding without success. It is
to be hoped that in future conventions there would be some objective
analysis of why the pleas of all these governments over all these years
have not succeeded. The convention appears to have recommended one
agenda for India and another for the five nuclear weapon powers on the
assumption that India and Pakistan have not weaponised. Evidently,
they have not chosen to take note of the writings in Pakistan which im-
ply that weaponisation there started as far back as 1987 and 1990. Over
the long history of western peace movements, it has been clear that no
government is willing to risk unilateral nuclear disarmament — that too
without verification. Nuclear peace of sorts came to Europe with the ac-
ceptance of the territorial status quo following World War II in the
Helsinki process. The Indian and Pakistani peace movements may find it
useful to borrow that lesson. The search for peace and nuclear disarma-
ment is a long and arduous journey that humanity cannot afford to give
up. Peace researchers all over the world are in a learning process.

tHE TIMES OF INDIA
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/@& Missile message Y
INDIA CAN give only muted applause to the recént\n\issile
proliferation agreement between China and the United States.
On'the face of it, India should be pleased. Washington has\jft-
economic sanctions against Beijing in return for the latter
romising not to provide ballistic missiles or missile technology
to third countries. The most prominent of these is Pakistan.
! The US will now apply these sanctions against two clients of
China’s missile salesmen. One of these is Pakistan, whose mis-
sites all point eastward. However, Beijing has twice before told
the US that it would stop proliferating missiles. It broke both
agreements. In addition, the sanctions applied to Pakistan
 have little import. Islamabad is already buried under so many
layers of sanctions that this latest action is superfluous. Finally,
China has transferred so much missile-making capability to
Pakistan that the present agreement contributes only,marginal-
ly to India’s security. i
- Nonetheless, there is a glimmer of solace. With eat
} sive agreement, China is moving closer to compliance.
"sent agreement has a better chance of success than its Rrede-
cessors for three reasons. One, it seems to be part of a IArger
package that includes US support for China’s joining the World
Trade Organisation. Two, the quasi-independent Chinese mili-
tary-industrial complex has at last come under civilian control.
The generals were prone to disregarding treaty obligations.
Three, there are signs China is belatedly recognising that mis-
sile proliferation perhaps undermines its own security. India
has little influence on what goes on between the US and China.
In the past, Beijing has been happy to use missile sales as a
bargaining ploy when arguing with the US over unrelated crises
like Taiwan or North Korea. But the Pokhran II tests have at
least helped inject India’s concerns about missile proliferation
into the US-China agenda.

The truth of the matter is that missiles are spreading across
the globe in ever more numbers. The technology is relatively
simple, China is not the only country in the business. North
Korea is a key supplier of missiles to Pakistan — and no one
seems to have any influence on Pyongyang’s behaviour, The
real issue in the US-China agreement is not missiles but rather
what it signals about Beijing’s international behaviour.
Beijing's foreign policy has always had rogue State tendencies.
But as it emerges as a global player, China is grudgingly start-
ing to treat bilateral agreements as binding documents. India
will not be the only country to watch whether the latest missile
pact will survive the pulls and pushes of US-China rivalry,

h |
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Castro Jr for total
ban on N-eapons

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, OCT 27

EL Castro’s son and
Fleadmg Cuban  scientist
Diaz-Balart has demanded
acomplete ban onnuclear arms so
that disarmament can succeed.
“We need equlty, universality

. and transparency inargeements

like the CTBT and Nuclear Non-

Proliferatiion Treaty,” Diaz-Balart

told journalists here on Thursday.
-4 Castro has been in India since

' Monday He'had a meeting with -

~ Science and Rechinology Minister
Murli Man‘ohar Joshi and visited
some science establishments in the
Capitaland in Bangalore. The cur-
rent - non-proliferation regimes
had nbt been able to-move to-
wards dny real disarmament, he
said.Laying emphasns on coopera-

|

Diaz-Balart.. for sake of peace

tion with India in research and de-
velopement, Diaz-Balart, a nu-
clear scientist, said the two coun-
tries could surprise the world in the
field of biotechnology next
year.India and Cuba were cooper-
ating in biotechnology, vaccines
and instrumentation at the level of
scientists. There was scope for
more cooperation with Indla, he

said A joint venture between
Cuba’s Herbal Biotech and India’s
Panacea had been formed and in
Chandigarh the production of He-
patitis-B vaccine was taking place
he said. Anti-Meningitis-B vac-
cine, préduccd by Cuba, was also

to be sold in US, he said speaking .|
of advacements made by Cuba in
this field.

On US embargo aginst Cuba
he said his country was ready.to
wait for change in US’ attitude. In
fact, different sectors in the US
were keen to establish ties with
Cuba in areas like biotechnology
and tourism.“ ‘

US approach towards Cuba is
not realistic and sustainable. -
Things are bound to change,” he
said. He said N-energy was imy
tant and Cuba also had the it
utilise this energy. .

INDIAN EXPRESS
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N W'/ NMD / CLINTON LEAVES DECISION TO SUCCESSOR

A responsible step: Russia, China

MOSCOW, SEPT. 2. Russia and China, the most
vocal critics of the U.S. plans to deploy a Na-
tional Missile Defence (NMD) system, have
welcomed a decision by the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, to leave the issue to his suc-
cessor.

The Kremlin in a statement on Saturday
said: “U.S. President Bill Clinton's decision
not to take obligations to deploy the system of
National Anti-Missile Defence is seen in Rus-
sia as a well-thought and responsible step,”
the statement quoted Mr. Putin as saying.
“There is no doubt this step will lead to streng-
thening strategic stability and security in the
whole world, and will strengthen the authority
of the United States in the eyes of the interna-
tional community,” Mr. Putin said.

China termed the U.S. move as “‘rational”
and cailed for more talks on the issue.

Beijing had taken note of the decision, and
held that the decision was “rational”’, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr. Zhu
Bangzao, said.

“We hope the U.S. Government will have
more contact and discussions with other
countries on the matter, so as to make a deci-
sion which could serve the interests of coun-
tries and people all over the world,” Mr. Zhu
was quoted as saying by the official Xinhua
news agency.

Sridhar Krishnaswami reports from Wash-
" yington:

Mr. Clinton put off a decision on the NMD,
saying that he lacked “absolute confidence”
in the existing technology. In a speech at Ge-
orgetown University, he said he was leaving
the decision on the issue to his successor, a

position which the Grand Old Party had bedn
pushing for all these months.

“A National Missile Defence, if depl
should be a part of a larger strategy to pres
and enhance the peace, strength and secunty
we now enjoy and to build an even sater
world. [ have tried to maximise the ability of
the next President to pursue that strategy’’,
Mr. Clinton said.

He effectively made the argument that the
U.S. needed to utilise the time to narrow dif-
ferences with the Russians; to rope in allies of
America who are highly sceptical as also to
study the implications the system was going to
have in the Asian security environment that
includes China and South Asia.

“We must consider the impact of a decision
to deploy on the security in Asia. As the next
President makes a deployment decision; he
will need to avoid stimulating an already dan-
gerous regional capability from China to
South Asia’’, Mr. Clinton said.

He, at the same time, also stressed that no
country could ever dictate American security
policy. “Even if the United States and Russia
cannot reach an agreement; even if we cannot
secure the support of our allies first; even if we
conclude that the Chinese will respond to
NMD by increasing their arsenal of nuclear
weapons substantially with a corollary inevi-
table impact in India and then in Pakistan.”

Mr. Clinton came to a final decision on the
NMD based on the recommendations he re-
ceived from the Secretaries of State and De-
fence and his National Security Advisor. What
he has done is to block the Pentagon from at
least handing contracts for the start of a radar

at “&W

0 om

system in the Aleutian Islands. The original |

thinking was that even if the President was
going to defer a decision on the NMD he
would authorise some work on the system.

The President’s remark on not having abso-
lute confidence in the technology is reflective,
to a certain degree, of the results of tests. Of
the 19 tests that have been planned in all, only
three have taken place; and two of these have
failed. Still, there are many in the adminis-
tration who are convinced that the syst
work even if opponents of the N
called it a pipedream and some,

Wars”',

Invoking lack of tec
nient cloak for the larger Rofitical decision Mr.
Clinton seems to have made. The Democratic
nominee, Mr. Albert Gore Jr., has not been
definitive on the NMD saying that he support-
ed development work. But Democrats on Cap-
itol Hill, even if convinced of the missile
threats to the country from the so-called rogue
nations, have been wary of endorsing a system
that did not have the backing of Western allies.

The GOP’s nominee, Mr. George W. Bush, is
a fervent supporter of the NMD and says he
will go for a more “‘robust” system that will
take care of all the States in America and allies
as well. How a Bush administration will fund
the project is a different story and one that has
not been explained in any detail. The estimat-
ed cost for the NMD that will take care of the
50 States in the country is put around $ 60
billions; and several times more if Mr. Bush's
“robust’” proposal is put into action.

W\
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‘\ c\\,\_b\ aDangerous Legacyw
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Preside inton’s decision to defer deployment of the National Mis-
sile Defence has been received with relief all over the world and it is to
be hoped that his'yuccessor will have the courage and wisdom to give up
this provocative plaq altogether. Earlier Mr Clinton had set for himself
four criteria to finalisg a decision on NMD deployment: the existence of
a threat, proven feasibility of interception technology, affordability of
costs and the reaction of allies and other powers. The main reason which
he has cited to defer the decision is the failure of two out of three inter-
ception technology tests. Even while postponing the decision, however,
he has directed his defence secretary to pursue a “robust programme of
technology development”. Perhaps that was inevitable in view of the
forthcoming presidential elections and the commitment of the Republi-
can candidate, Governor George Bush, to go ahead with NMD. The pre-
sent decision has relieved the pressure on the US in the forthcoming mil-
lennium summit of the UN, in which very strong denunciations of the
NMD were expected from the Chinese and Russian leaders as well as
expressions of disapproval from US allies. At the same time, it has to be
seen whether Mr Bush, who is falling behind the Democratic candidate,
Vice-President Al Gore, in opinion polls, will attempt to use this as a ma-
jor campaign issue. US politicians are second to none in using chauvin-
ism and jingoism to their electoral advantage. The bomber gap and
missile gap came in handy in the 1956 and 1960 elections.

President Clinton has not made his decision in response to the strong
international sentiment against the NMD or because of the risk of its de-
ployment unleashing a new arms race and destroying the existing arms
control structure. Indeed, he has reiterated that the threat from new mis-
si and nuclear powers is real. In other words, in the US view the
N: - proliferation Treaty and Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty are not
‘lixely to stop new proliferation. Since it is extremely unlikely that a non-
nuclear member of the NPT regime will have the confidence to use nu-
clear weapons — especially to threaten the United States — without be-

g assisted technologically by a nuclear weapon state in the develop-

3 ment of the weapon, the US continues to believe the NPT is not a robust
regime but is likely to break down because of the actions of its own
members, both nuclear and non-nuclear. That is the clear implication of
President Clinton’s directive to pursue the robust development of mis-
sile interception technology. So long as Washington pursues missile in-
terception technology, thereby casting doubts on the stability of the pre-
sent nuclear deterrent order, the credibility of the NPT and CTBT will
progressively erode. The US cannot have its cake and eat it too. It cannot
talk of additional nuclear and missile threats to its security in the re-
moteness of the western hemisphere and preach the virtues of the NPT
and CTBT to others. By deferring the decision to deploy NMD, Presi-
dent Clinton is not doing a favour to his successor. He would have
done so had he scrapped altogether the highly provocative and
destabilising programme.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Pugwash meet ridicules
N-weapon states’ concern

By LK. Sharma
ThelTimes of India News Service

RIDGE: The 50th Pugwash
Confdrence heard a warning that
America’s ballistic missile defence
plan threatened the relative stabili-
ty the world has enjoyed since the
end of the Cold War. The UK gov-
ernment was criticised for not join-
ing the European opposition to the
“son of Star War”.

At the influential Nobel-prize
winning forum, renowned British
scientist, Sir Michael Atiyah, criti-
cised the five nuclear weapon states
for their “myopic and legalistic” re-
action to the nuclear tests conduct-
ed by India and Pakistan. They
shoul}cli not expect others to play by
rules framed by their club, Sir
Michael said.

The UK government came in for a
strong attack for denying a visa to
Dr Ishfaq Ahmad, chairman of the
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, who had wanted to attend the
conference. The visa issue was raised
at the conference by Sir Michael
Atiyah who said the embargo on nu-
clear scientists was reminiscent of
the bad old days of the Soviet Union
and McCarthy America. He apolo-
gised on behalf of the British Pug-
wash group which he said felt “em-
barrassed and perplexed by the ac-
tion of our own government.”

“During the long period of the
Cold War, Russian and American
scientists were able to meet and deal
with the very sensitive issues of nu-
clear weapons. Our ability to
arrange such meetings has been an
essential part of our mission and the
Nobel Prize recognised this fact”.

Sir Michael said the grounds for
the British policy of not allowing
any Pakistani nuclear scientist to
enter Britain were “legalistic and
specious”. As a country that has
signed up to the NPT the UK has
undertaken not to assist any non-
nuclear country to acquire nuclear
weapons. The weakness in this ar-

’\/‘

ument, he said was transparent.
India and Pakistan already have
nuclear weapons, so they did not
need UK’s assistance,

Moreover, Pugwash Conference
was hardly the place where nuclear
secrets were for sale, former presi-
dent of the Royal Society said. Crit-
icising the five nuclear weapon
states, he said they formed a club,
drew up the rules and then objected
when some outsiders refused to
join on those terms. Instead of
recognising the realities of the new
situation and trying to accommo-
date the views of India and Pak-
istan they play the role of aggrieved
party. They say India and Pakistan
did not play by our rules, so they
have to suffer. He recalled that the
Pugwash Council had issued a
statement deploring the nuclear
tests by India and Pakistan which
also criticised the main nuclear
powers for dragging their feet on
steps to reduce nuclear armaments.

“This failure of the nuclear
weapons states to fulfil their obliga-
tions under the NPT was certainly a
significant contributory factor in
the Indian and Pakistani decisions,”
Sir Michael said. He said in the
wake of some progress of nuclear
disarmament, one major threat to
the peaceful scenario had appeared
in_the form of American ballistic
missile defence plan. It would clash
with the ABM treaty, viewed by
many as the cornerstone of world
security at the present time.

In America, the argument seems
to have been won by the hawks. In
Europe most countries, with the ex-
ception of the UK, seem to oppose
the American plan. “The dangers
are clear. The relative stability of re-
cent years may be on the verge of
disappearing. We may be about to
see a new phase of arms race. Trust
will vanish and be replaced by sus-
picion. The whole international cli-
mate may become soured,” Sir
Michael said.
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Washington, August 11 Hl ‘1

their nuclear arsenals uninfluenced by any decisiori of
the US to deploy a National Missile Defence (NMD)
system, state department spokesman Richard
Boucher has said.

Stating that US plans to install an NMD shield did
not have any bearing on nuclear programmes of India
and Pakistan, he said "they may do that (increase
nuclear levels) anyway. I don't see how our missile
defence would affect what they decide to do in that sit-
vation." "China is modernising its missiles. We have
seen it underway for some time. We expect it to con-
tinue, whatever we do," Boucher said at a department
briefing yesterday.

Asked if China might retaliate against NMD by sup-
plying more missiles to Pakistan, he said,” we have a
very active non-proliferation dialogue with the
Chinese. We do think it is important for China to
abide by international norms with regard to non-pro-
liferation."

INDIA, CHINA and Pakistan will decide the leve‘\l:f

N-arms uninfluenced by US’

\g/l % He said NMD was not a reason to start "selling mis-

siles to people all over the world who might use them
not only against us but against others as well."

Meanwhile, Pentagon has endorsed the view that
Chipa will modernise, its nuclear arsenal regardless of
the US plans for installation of the NMD system.

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon said in his
briefing yesterday that China has been modernising
strategic forces for sometime, long before NMD had
become a front-burner issue.

US intelligence agencies believe if China enhances
its nuclear capability, India will in turn expand its N-
weapons triggering a similar reaction from Pakistan.

Both Russia and China have made it clear that they
are opposed to deployment of NMD, Bacon said
adding, "NMD would not be aimed at the US. It is
designed for a smaller type of attack that the US does
not anticipate from Russia or China."

He said the US wants to operate within the parame-
ters of the anti-ballistic missile (ABM) treaty which
would have to be mendegd-if'the US were to go ahead
with NMD. (PTI)
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The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Striking a slightly
discordant note, Japan’s Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori urged India
on Thursday to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.
“I strongly expect India’s early
signature to the CIBT in order
that we can take initiatives togeth-
er for nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation and further pro-
mote our amicable relations,” Mr
Mori said in a speech to the top
leaders of Indian industry. The
meeting was organised by FICCL
Mr Mori connected the prolifer-
ation issue with the furthering of
ties between the two countries,
emphasising how important the
disarmament issue was for Japan,
which was the the only country in
the world to have experienced the
horrors of a nuclear holocaust. He
said Japan expected India’s early
signature to the CTBT for “further
promoting amicable bilateral rela-
tions”.
Mr Mori said §
signing the
treaty would
enhance India’s
standing in the
international [e
community as
a mature and

¥
Yoshiro Mori

less harsh term, “economic meas-
ures”. Mr Mori tried to get across -
to the audience that there was no
way any government in his coun-
try could avoid taking these steps.
Public opinion in Japan was vehe-
mently anti-nuclear.

The visitor explained thét
despite the economic measures
put in place, Japan had ensured
that humanitarian aid continued.
In fact, Japan, like the U.S. and
other G-7 countries, had allowed
the multilateral financial institu-
tions to go ahead with certain
loans to India. Although Japan’s
sanctions were still in place, Tokyo
was willing to give out funds for
Delhi’s proposed mass rapid tran-
sit system. Indian leaders
appeared to be convinced by
Japan’s argument. External affairs
minister Jaswant Singh said India
was sensitive to Japan’s concerns
about proliferation issues.

Condemning terrorism in all its

NUKE ISSUES AND OLD

| @ Mori explains basis for nuclear
measures

@ Public opinion in Japan anti-nuclear

@ Proposes three-pronged strategy to
boost IT cooperation

responsible
nation. Japan believed New Delhi
was as committed to non-prolifer-
ation and the total elimination of
nuclear weapons as was Tokyo.
The May nuclear tests were a “bolt
from the blue” for both the
Japanese government.

The Japanese leader explained
that it was inevitable that econom-
ic “measures” had to be put in
place. The Japanese government
had refused to use the term sanc-
tions, preferring instead to use a

forms, Mr Mori said, “There can
be no justification for terrorist
acts.” Mr Mori said he had asked
Pakistan’s ruler, General Pervez
Musharraf, to create a conducive
environment for theresumption of
a dialogue with India.

He proposed a three-pronged
stragegy to boost bilateral rela-
tions between India and Japan i~
the information technology sector.

» See Edit: Teeing off with Japan,
Page 12
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/¢\<<glow & Steady on CTB

rime Minister Vajpayee has jumped the gun once again: He’sa\d
Lisbon that Parliament will discuss the Comprehensive Test Ban Trdaty
(CTBT) in the coming monsoon session and the government will
for a national consensus on the issug. Right on cue, the Congress party
has declared that it is opposed to any attempt to revive a treaty that has
been rejected by the US Senate, and also demanded that the govern-
ment explain what package it has in mind. The Congress seems to have
a point, for the government’s announcement came without any at-
tempt to educate the nation on such a complex issue, leaving it open to
polemic&@mia’s stand on CTBT should be determined by three basic
considerations — two external and one domestig?\l ot only has the US
Senate rejected the treaty, but China too has nof ratified it. Even the
Russians have warned that they would withdraw from it if the [JS con-
tinues with its Nuclear Missile Defence (NMD) programme.'George
Bush, the Republican candidate, is not a supporter of CTBT and his
election will doom it for ever. That is the first consideration — whether
India should at this stage subscribe to a treaty whose future is so uncer-
tain. Secondly, there is widespread expectation that the NMD pro-
gramme could provoke a violent reaction from China in terms of the
latter’s own missile and nuclear weapon programme§ We should have
at least waited for the results of the next round of missile
interception tests in the US, after which President Clinton is expected
to take a decision on whether to go ahead with the NMD. But, there
is internal pressure on Mr Clinton: Forty scientists and strategists
have addressed a letter to him asking him to defer a decision.

The major domestic issue is whether the current nuclear tests in
India have proven that we can sustain a credible minimum deterrence.
Some experts — including a former chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission who is also the designer of the earlier fission weapon —
argue that more tests would be needed. But others — such as the
present chairman who is associated with all weapon designs, including
the thermonuclear weapon tested on May 11, 1998 — believe that

the tests done till now are enough for a credible minimum deterrencey

Unfortunately, there are very few people in this country who ca
speak authoritatively on the subject: In fact, outside the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre there are only two. That is why it is
important that the present BARC establishment and those holding
dissenting views come together and sort out the issue without
disclosing the details of weapon design. This should not be difficult
since the people concerned have been colleagues working on the
same project for decades. It is somewhat puzzling why this has not
happened over the past two years. Instead, it has been allowed to de-
generate into a political controversy, which does not help in educating
the public at large(Even after the government published the draft nu-
clear doctrine there was no meaningful discussion on it. Without prop-
er debate and a subsequent process of involving the entire country any
move to take up the CTBT in Parliament would be premature)
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Missile interceptor fails to connect

A

AN INTERCEPTOR missile
failed to hit a target missile over
the Pacific early Saturday, botch-
ing a test that was supposed to
decide whether the controversial
$60 billion US missile defence sys-
tem was ready for deployment. -

Pentagon officials said the failure
occurred in the interceptor's boost
phase when the "kill vehicle,"
which is designed to seek out and
destroy the incoming warhead in
space, failed to separate from the
booster rocket's second stage.

"We did not intercept the war-
head that we expected to have
tonight,"” said Lieutenant General
Ronald Kadish, Director of the
Pentagon's  Ballistic = Missile
Defence Organisation. "We're dis-
appointed with that."

It was a major setback for a pro-

. Washington, July 8

A target missile launched from Vandenberg Air Force base streaks

across the California sky on Friday. Photo: AP

ject that is designed to protect the
United States against a limited
attack by ballistic missiles but

which has aroused a storm of criti-
cism from experts, who said it
could not work.

\%

President BHll\ Chnton is to
decide before thelend of the year
whether to go aheay with construc-
tion of the initial phase of the sys-
tem so that it will be ready by 2005.
US intelligence officials believe
North Korea will have a missile
capable of reaching the United
States by then.

Pentagon officials would not say
whether the failure doomed the
chances of declaring the system
technologically fit for deployment
by 2005. Of two previous attempts,
only one has succeeded. That one
successful intercept was conducted
last October.India opposed the US
missile defence programme saying
it would 'damage’ all approaches to
global disarmament. In Moscow,
Russia was hopeful that Clinton
would abandon plans to deploy a
national missile defence shield
after today's failure. Agencies
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" Death of a Treaty
US Missile Plan Endangers CTBT

(\ \\’\ \ ()(
THE Comprehensive
Ban Treaty (CTBT), whi
should have been on the bac!
burner after the US Senate reject?\
ed it, has become a matter for
debate in this country thanks to
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s talk of
developing a consensus on it. The
PM has also indicated that he
wants to bring it before Parliament
in the monsoon session.

The CTBT, however, is no longer
the document signed by some 130
countries in 1996; it is virtually
dead after it was rejected by the
US Senate. Of the other four
established nuclear weapon
powers, UK and France have
ratified it unconditionally. Russia
has ratified it with the caveat that it
might withdraw from the treaty
if the US continues with its
Nuclear Missile Defence (NMD)
programme that breaches its
commitment to the anti-ballistic
missile treaty — the mother of all
arms control treaties. China, which
has not ratified the CTBT has also
vehemently opposed the NMD
plan of the US and has vowed to
take steps to counter its impact on
China’s deterrence capability.

Some, US strategists have
warned that China might expand
its missile and nuclear arsenals as a
counter measure. Recent reports in
the US press say that according to
US intelligence agencies China
has stepped up its assistance to
Pakistan’s long range nuclear capa-
ble missile programme. It is quite
likely that China’s proliferation to
Pakistan is an attempt at hitting
back at the US for supplying arms
to’ Taiwan, its plans to develop
theatre missile defence in East
Asia and the NMD programme.

The last time an international
treaty was rejected by the US
Senate was in 1919 when the
League of Nations accord was.
rejected. There’s no precedent in
the past 80 years of the Senate
reconsidering a rejected treaty.
Of the two presidential candidates,
governor George Bush has come
out against CTBT. Even if Vice
President Al Gore were to be
elected he would still need 67
senate votes from both parties to
get it ratified. Some 33 Republicans
can block its acceptance.

If the US-China relations were
to deteriorate, consequent on the
US initiating the NMD, that would
be a factor influencing the senators
in voting on the treaty. Even if
the treaty were to be successfully

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

revived by the next president it is
likely that the US Senate may ask
for minor changes or even add a
whole lot of caveats — as they did
in the case of the Chemical
Weapons Convention — just to
show that it is not voting in a treaty
draft already rejected. The treaty
cannot be amended at this stage
before it enters into force.

Again, some US and UK scien-

tists have questioned the yields of

Indian nuclear tests, although Indi-
an scientists argue that they were
as per design and exactly what they
were declared to be. It is quite pos-
sible that the Western scientists are
attempting to get more informa-
tion on the details of Indian
weapon design. On the other hand
the initial announcement of the
US that the Pokhran II test was
an earthquake and their lower
estimate of the yield of the test
may highlight that the treaty is

IN BRIEF =~———

¢ LIS missile plan violates arms
control treaties

e It means Russia may
withdraw from CTBT and
China will not ratify it

¢ US Senate too has rejected
the treaty

* Beijing continues weapon aid
to Pakistan, while US wants
better trade relations
with China

+ Consensus on CTBT in India
should therefore wait

fundamentally flawed and its
verification mechanism is not up
to the mark. Some in the US
hold this view. In any case, the
pronouncements have raised
concern in this country about both
the effectiveness of the treaty to
monitor tests and the success of
Indian tests according to our own
design parameters.

China, meanwhile, breached the
Non-proliferation Treaty when it
transferred 5000 ring magnets to
Pakistan: It is now actively assisting
Pakistan in setting up a plutonium
production reactor at Kushab. The
US administration knows all this
from its own intelligence sources
and sent a very senior official, John
Holum, to Beijing to take up the is-
sue of continued Chinese missile
and nuclear proliferation. The visit
is reported not to have been fruit-

ful. Despite this, if President

Clinton continues to press for
permanent normal trade relations
with China, then the message to the
world is loud and clear. The NPT is
not worth the paper on which it is
written. Already the US wants to
amend the ABM treaty as per its
convenience. Then what good is the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty?

When India had wanted the
CTBT to be part of the disarma-
ment framework it was argued that
it could not be so, but it was
necessary as a non-proliferation
measure, After having got it as a
nonproliferation measure, the US
is now saying that in spite of CTBT
there will be new emerging nuclear
and missile states and therefore the
US needs the national missile
defence. Even after the failure of
the test the US intends to continue
further development of NMD.
This is the strongest indication that
the US does not believe in the
efficacy of the CTBT even as a
nonproliferation measure but
expects continued nuclear prolifer-
ation by nuclear weapon states.

The draft final document of the
NPT review conference submitted
by the non-aligned nations had
a paragraph which called for
complete prohibition of prolifera-
tion to states which had not signed
the NPT. Obviously this is a
reference to China-Pakistan prokif-
eration relationship. After all,
China is the only state engaged in
deliberate proliferation. Interest-
ingly, this concern does not find a
mention in the final document,
presumably because of pressure
from nuciear weapon states.

Now the US wants better rela-
tions with China, especially on the
trade front. This reveals that the .
US has no capability to hold China
accountable to the NPT obligation:
It continues to expect Beijing to
proliferate further but will not
take any position on it since it does
not want to forego the benefits of -
trade with China. Therefore it has
decided to safeguard its own
security through deployment of the
National Missile Defence plan and -
could not care less how China’s
proliferation activities affect the
security of other nations. Today
the issue is not about signing
the CTBT. The core issue is the
viability of the nonproliferation
regime, the continuing breach of
nonproliferation norms and the to-
tal helplessness of the non-weapon, |
NPT states to hold the nuclear
weapos powers accountable.
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/Washington, July 9 (AFP); US
scientists renewed their calls for
the White House not to authorize
the deployment of a proposed mis-
sile defence system, following the
failure of a missile interception
test over the Pacific Ocean.

American Physical Society
spokesman Robert Park said the
failure of the Pentagon’s $-100-mil-
lion test might lead President Bill
Clinton to postpone a decision on
deployment.

“I just don’t see how, after a
test like this, (Clinton) can declare
that now it’s going to be able to
work, and call for deployment,”
said Park, who was formerly a re-
searcher at the US government
nuclear defence laboratory in
Sandia, New Mexico.

? /F alled missile fire on C]\i

W G-

Park noted that even if a mis-
sile shield could be made effective,
it would do nothing to prevent less
sophisticated methods of deliver-
ing nuclear or biological weapons,
such as driving a truck across the
US border.

However, he said, US aircraft
manufacturer boeing, the princi-
pal contractor for the project, has
a strong financial interest in see-
ing deployment go ahead.

The missile test that failed yes-
terday had been intended to
demonstrate that a missile-borne
“kill vehicle” would not be con-
fused by a decoy and would suc-

cessfully seek out and destroy an

incoming missile.
The test’s failure raises pres-
sure on Clinton, who leaves office

I%tOIl

in January, to deféy to the next ad-
ministration a \decision on
whether to order deployment.

The latest setback for the Pen-
tagon’s missile defence project -
its second failed intercept in three
tries raised new doubt whether
President Clinton will approve a
quick push for a national anti-mis-
sile system.

Clinton has said he will decide
in several weeks whether to stick
with the current Pentagon time-
table of building a missile defence
for use as early as December 2005.

“This is something we will
have to take into account as we
look at the technical feasibility of
this program,” said P.J. Crowley,
aspokesman for the national secu-
rity council at the White House.
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7 Missile Madness SRS

\}he ilure of a US anti-missile weapon to intercept a Minuteman

rocket oyer the Pacific Ocean is fortuitous. For those who oppose
the planned US National Missile Defence (NMD) system, it is an
opportunity to persuade the US to desist from destabilising the
arms control system that the US and its allies have themselves so
passionately advocated in the past decade. The NMD, a system that
can track and destroy incoming ballistic missiles aimed at the US, is a
scaled-down version of the original Reagan-era Strategic Defence
Initiative or Star Wars. It is estimated to cost $60 billion and was last
week denounced by some 50 US Nobel laureates as “premature,
wasteful and dangerous”. The US authorities say that the system will
protect the US against erstwhile “rogue” states like North Korea,
Libya or Iraq. However, as scientists correctly point nut, it seems
absurd that such states would ensure their own obliteration by taking
on the US. The sharpest criticism in this regard comes from Beijing
which has emphatically made known its opposition to the NMD as
well as the Theatre Missile Defence, a subsidiary system to protect US
troops abroad. Ironically at this very moment, US arms controls
experts are in the Chinese capital trying to persuade Beijing t«
uphold agreements already arrived at, such as the Missile Technology
Control Regime and the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. The
Chinese have been telling whoever cares to listen, that they will not
sit idle and watch the NMD or TMD come up. Their reasons are
eminently practical. These systems will degrade the capability of their
missile force to threaten Taiwan or deter the United States.

The Chinese, being somewhat more straight forward on these
matters, are quite clear that they do not rely on professions of
friendship and a favourable trade balance alone to manage US
behaviour. They also want the ability to punish the US and its allies,
if and when required. Last week Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji
emphasised this at a press conference when he noted that the TMD’s
ability to protect Taiwan “would be a blatant interference in Chinese
affairs.” The practical Chinese reaction to the NMD is likely to be a
sharp boost in the numbers of missiles targeting the US and Taiwan .
China is believed to have some 20 ICBMs capable of hitting the US
and 200 targeting Taiwan at present. Their logical response would be
to dramatically increase these numbers so as to overwhelm any anti-
missile system. This would be bad news for India which, as of now,
does not even have a missile capable of reaching any major Chinese
city. Our calculations of the number of missiles capable of deterring
China would go up sharply, which, in turn, will force Pakistan to boost
the numbers of their own missiles aimed at India. India will also be
affected by the breakdown of the world consensus on arms control.
China is bound to use the opportunity to more openly cheat on
its arms control commitments to the benefit of Pakistan. Future histo-
rians, if indeed there are some left after the Americans are through
with their NMD, will wonder just what impelled the most powerful
country in the world to behave as though it was the most insecure.
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China, N. Korea warn
 Washington on NMD

!

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JuLY 12. China and
North Korea have told the Clinton
administration in blunt terms
that if Washington proceeded
with its own National Missile De-
fence plan, the two countries
would be hard pressed to cooper-
ate with the United States’ con-
cern over weapons exports.

The Washington Post, quoting
western sources, is saying that
Chinese officials in particular
have told the administration here
that if the U.S. proceeded to ex-
port technology to Taiwan for a
Theatre Missile Defence system,
they will continue to sell missile
technology to Pakistan and pos-
sibly to other countries in West
pia M-k 1%
The pointed warning to Wash-
ington from Beijing comes at a
time when the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, is said to be only weeks
away from making a decision on
the National Missile Defence sys-
tem. The Clinton administration
favours a modest system as op-
posed to the hardline conserva-
tives who are pushing for a more
ambitious shield that would pro-
tect not only all of the U.S. but
also its allies.

The Defence Secretary, Mr. Wil-
liam Cohen, has told the media
on his way to China that the fail-
ure of a latest missile test did not
mean that he was going to recom-
mend against moving ahead with
the programme. Washington has
been maintaining that it is look-
ing for a system that would pro-
vide protection from attacks from
so-called rogue nations such as
Iran, Iraqg and North Korea. But

Russia and China are adamantly
opposed to this idea as it dilutes
their missiles; and Beijing sees a
Taiwan angle to the U.S. plan.

Asian diplomats have been
quoted in The Post report as say-
ing that North Korea has warned
Washington that there is a link
between curbs of missile exports
to the planned national missile
defence system. )y, g

China's warning to the Clinton
administration also comes at a
time when the U.S.Senate is con-
sidering the Normal Permanent
Trade Relations Bill. It was sup-
posed to have been an easy time
in the Senate but hardliners are
proposing amendments that
would link the passage of the
PNTR to restraint in the realm of
nuclear and missile technology
exports.

AP reports from Kuala Lumpur:

Negotiations between the U.S.
and North Korea over paying
Pyongyang to curb the develop-
ment and export of ballistic mis-
siles ended in stalemate today
with both sides agreeing to hold
more talks.

Three days of meetings here
failed to produce any break-
through on North Korea’s missile
programme, which took on fresh
importance in U.S. eyes after last
weekend's failed test for the pro-
posed American missile defence
shield against so- called rogue
states.

Mr. Jang Chang Chon, head of
North Korea's bureau on U.S. af-
fairs, told reporters outside the
U.S. embassy after the final meet-
ing that the sides had agreed to
disagree.
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~Zemin, Putin oppose NMD p:. e

BEIJING: President Jiang Zem\}l

and visiting Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday extend-
ed what both sides have called their
“strategic partnership” by signing a
joint statement supporting adher-
ence to the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile (ABM) Treaty and opposing
the proposed US National Missile
Defence (NMD) system.

The two leaders spoke for more
than two hours on Tuesday morn-
ing, in what the Chinese leader de-
scribed as “a pivotal conversation
that inherits from the past and
opens a chapter for the future,”
state media reported. Chinese state
television showed the two men
shaking hands outside the Great
Hall of the People before inspect-
ing a guard of honour in Tiananmen
Square.

Mr Putin told Mr Jiang he aimed
to consolidate the already good re-
lations and create a blueprint for
long-term development of ties be-
tween Russia and China, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said. Dur-
ing the talks, the two Presidents

eral trade, arms control and disar-
mament, and the Korean peninsula.

Both countries have made a se-
ries of strong statements objecting
to the proposed NMD system in re-
cent weeks, and have publicly
backed each other’s position.

NMD is a “serious threat” to the
ABM treaty and would “lead to the
emergence of new instability and
give an excuse for the development
of a new arms race and disrupt the
disarmament process,” a Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman said on
Monday. The ABM treaty would be
described in the joint declaration as
the “foundation for today’s balance
of power and world stability”, a sta-
bility that NMD would disrupt,
diplomatic sources said on Monday.

Four other documents signed on
Tuesday included agreements on
banking, energy development and
the construction of an experimental
fast-neutron reactor, Xinhua said.
Documents that were expected to
be signed later in the day araon ¢
operation in energy and educa¥

ot} delivery contract, and two other
dotuments on development of the
Kovykta gas field and cooperation
on an oil pipeline.

In his first visit to China as Presi- -
dent, Mr Putin is also scheduled to
meet separately on Tuesday after-
noon with premier Zhu Rongji,
Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference chairman Li Rui-
huan and National People’s Con-
gress chairman Li Peng. On
Wednesday he is scheduled to leave
China for North Korea.

The Russian President had ar-
rived in Beijing late on Monday
with a high-level delegation includ-
ing foreign minister Igor Ivanov
and defence minister Igor
Sergeyev.

On Wednesday, Mr Putin plans to
t the monument to the
heroes in Tiananmen
Square, before visiting Beijing’s Im-
1al Palace to the north of the
quare. At Wednesday noon he is
scheduled to leave China for North

Korea mpa

*
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| Private sale of nuclear material
concerns United Kingdom " ‘1

By L K Sharma
The Times of India News Service

LONDON: Britain on Thursday
expressed its serious concern about
nuclear proliferation in the context
of newspaper reports that private
sales of nuclear material were tak-
ing place in Pakistan. It said it was
committed to nuclear non-prolifer-
ation and its efforts had been ap-
preciated.

However, it denied that foreign
office minister Peter Hain had said
that Pakistan was rapidly becom-
ing a threat to world peace. Urani-
um and plutonium of Russian ori-
gin captured in Afghanistan was
available in Pakistan to any one
prepared to pay for it, the Sunday
Mirror article said, adding that un-
dercover reporters discovered that
in Pakistan they could buy such nu-
clear material.

While a foreign office spokes-
person said the minister had been
misquoted, the Sunday Mirror de-
nied the allegation and said they
had not been approached by the
foreign office with a complaint. The
minister’s alleged remarks that
Pakistan was “rapidly becoming a
threat to world peace” and that
Pakistan was exporting nuclear ca-
pability and terrorism provoked
the Pakistani foreign ministry to
summon the British high commis-
sioner Hillary Synnot. Pakistan ac-
cused Britain of showing “precon-
ceived bias” against it and said it
was unfortunate that the British
minister made “baseless accusa-
tions against Pakistan”.

The foreign office minister is re-
ported to have said that the export
of nuclear capacity from Pakistan
was a deadly threat to the region

and the world.

“Pakistan must stop jthe trade,
which the Sunday Mirrér had ex-
posed. It’s no good for their gov-
ernment to say they have no con-
trol over third parties or private
companies who sell nuclear materi- |
als. If they were determined to put
a stop to this, they could”.

The minister was quoted as hav-
ing said, “When nuclear material
falls into the hands of private par-
ties, it is a short step to getting into
terrorist hands. There is a link be-
tween Pakistan’s exports of nu-
clear capability and terrorism. The
country is rapidly becoming a
threat to world peace. [ will investi-
gate this matter and take action to
alert the international community,
the United Nations and other bod-
ies as to what is going on in Pak-
istan.”
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zS. -Russia talk

\\ By Jal Taraporevala U

MUMBAUI 1t is a reflection of the realities of the
post-Cold War world and the
frequency of the sumimit
meetings between the leaders
of the United States and Rus-
sia that the visit of U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to Moscow
did not assume the impor-
tance it would have a few
years ago.

Even so, the meeting be-
tween Mr Clinton and newly-
elected Russian President Vladimir Putin would
almost certainly have taken on greater signifi-
cance, at least in terms of building their personal
relationship, had it not been for the fact that the
former has less than eight months to go before
he leaves office.

Although both sides have spoken of their in-
tention to begin serious nepotiations on a new

Bili Clinton

s Reduction Treaty (START-3),
there 1s Iiztle likelihood of a tangible break-
through on\this issue in the near future —not
least becausd\of the political considerations dic-
tated by the p¥esidential elections in the U.S.in
November.

The fate of the discussions on START-3 will
also depend on Washington’s decision on the na-
tional missile defence programme, the ratifica-
tion of the CTBT by the US. Senate and the will-

ingness of the U.S. to go along w1th the 1mt1al
Russian offer to cut the number of warheads to
about 1,500 on both sides. George W. Bush, who
is expected to be the Republican Party’s presi-
dential candidate, has expressed doubts on
whether the reduction of the number of war-
heads to such a low level will serve the strategic
interests of the U.S. in the long-term.

On the economic front, bilateral ties are un-
likely to face fresh tensions in the coming

%ﬂlead to breakthrough on START—3

months since Russia does not need to negotiate
a large new aid package from the IMF at this
juncture. After all, the Kremlin has gained from
the relatively high price of crude oil and the re-
cent value of the rouble. The new Prime Minis-
ter, Mikhail Kasyanov, is also in the process of
trying to increase revenue receipts through low-
er rates and better compliance.

How bilateral differences on the issue of
Chechnya unravel in the next few months will
hinge, among other things, on the effectiveness

»5f the Kremlin’s anti-insurgency campaign in

the republic and the steps taken by Moscow to
try and reach some kind of political compromise
with the rebels.

Besides, Moscow continues to have apprehen-
sions about the recent expansion of NATO and
divisions persist on the question of Kosovo.
However, these differences can be kept within
check as long as the overall strategic and eco-
nomic relationship between Moscow and Wash-
ington remains on anevenkeel. .

(HE TIMES OF NG
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PRESS THUST OF INDIA

MOSCOW, June 4. — Mr Bill
Clinton and Mr Vladimir Putin
today agreed to destroy 34
tonnes each of plutonium that
could be used to make thou-
sands of nuclear warheads but
failed to resolve differences on
the 1972 Antj-Ballistic Missile
Treaty. 1&%

Under the $6-billion deal, the
two countries will destroy
34 tonnes of plutonium in 20
years.

The two countries agreed to
set up a centre in Moscow to
monitor missile launches and
avert “false” nuclear attack
alarm.

But the two Presidents
remained at odds on the pro-
posed anti-missile system to
protect their countries from
missile attacks by ‘rogue’
states.

Russia said the deployment of
national missile system by the
USA to ward off possible
attacks by Iraq, Iran and
North Korea might lead to the
collapse of the Anti-Ballistic
Missile treaty and the nuclear
arms control system.,

It’s a sign of the two coun-
tries’ determination and
Mr Clinton’s flexibility that
Russia and the USA will con-
tinue discussions on the threat
from ‘rogue states’, Mr Putin
said.

“We have agreed to a state-
ment of principle ... That

|1 makes tlear there’s an.emerg-

ing ballistic missile threat
(to be) addressed,” Mr Clinton

ess conference after
it. “But we’ve not

“If you want to know my ...
assessment, I think Mr Putin
is fully capable of building a
prosperous, strong Russia
while preserving freedom, plu-
ralism and the Rule of Law,”
Mr Clinton said.

On the eve of Mr Clinton’s
arrival in Moscow, Mr Putin
told the NBC interview that
he proposed to set up a joint
US-Russian missile shield"
to protect the territories of
the two nuclear superpowers
and their allies from rogue
missiles.

At their first summit this
afternoon, Mr Clinton and Mr
Putin discussed many interna-
tional security issues, includ-
ing non-proliferation, South
Asia, West Asia and the
Balkans.

Satisfied with the result of
the talks, Mr Putin said: “I
have to say that Russia cannot
fail to express its satisfaction
with the spirit, the quality and
also the results of our negotia-
tions.” *

The talks — focused on arms
control, Russian economy,
Chechnya and human rights —
were important not only for the
two countries but for the whole :
world, Mr Putin said.

About 200 Communists carry-
ing Stalin’s portraits protested
in front of the US consulate
when the US and Russian
Presidents were discussing
world affairs.

THE STATESMAN
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-8, Russia to destroy

DUor sl °
63 tons of plutonium
7,000 N-w foeads will not get to be made’

Moscow, June 4 KT A

1
RESIDENTS BILL Clilnton
and Viadimir Putin signed
two accords on Sunday on
destroying 68 tons of weapons-
grade plutonium, enough to make
thousands of nuclear warheads,
and speeding up work on a new
arms reduction treaty (START I1I).
The two leaders also signed a
memorandum of understanding
creating a missile launch early-
warning system at a ceremony fol-
lowing hours of talks in the Kremlin.
But they failed to reach an agree-
ment on how to confront the threat
posed by emerging nuclear powers,
Clinton told a joint press confer-
ence with his host.
In a joint declaratiyn, Clinty

Missile Treaty in arms control, and
pledged to continue efforts to
increase its effectiveness.

The US wants to build a national
missile defence system to confront
the threat from “rogue states” such
as Iran and North Korea, but
Russia firmly opposes such a move.

Nevertheless a senior US official
talked of the importance of the two
accords, telling reporters: “These
are highly significant agreements.
They will result in tangible national
and international security benefits.”

The “Shared Early Warning
Initiative” aims to cut “the danger
that ballistic missiles might be
launched on the basis of false
warning attack.” It will meet con-
cerns over “the risk of mistaken
nuclear launch because of gaps in
early warning coverage,” he added.

The agreements were first
reached in principle in 1998 when
Clinton visited Moscow for a sum-
mit with the then Russian leader,
Boris Yeltsin.

Under a plan phased over some
20 years, Russian plutonium will be
converted into nuclear reactor
fuel, while in the US, some will be
used for fuel while the remaining
will be mixed with highly-toxic
nuclear waste and stored.

US officials put the cost of the
scheme at $1.75 billion for Russian
and $4 biition for US plutonium.

US President Bill Clinton and Russian President Viadimir Putin during
talks in the Kremlin in Moscow on Sunday. Photo: AP

Neither side must use the mater-
ial again for military purposes. The
plutonium to be destroyed could
make 7,000 nuclear warheads.

But while the US Congress has
set aside 3200 million to get the
scheme under way in the country,
US officials hoped the G8 summit
in Okinawa, Japan, next month,
would help provide cash for the
Russian leg of the operation.

-5 JUN2ap

Japan has already announced
that it has earmarked $33.5 million
for the plutonium scheme, but
other G8 states have yet to make
pledges.

It remained unclear how much
money Russia would itself provide
for disposal. It will have to adapt
existing facilities as Russia does
not currently have power stations

that can burn plutonium. - (4FE, ¥
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The new didclosures in the US media on India-Pakistan guclear
balance raises a number of crucial questions for which neiter the
administration in the US nor in India may readily supply answerg If the
US intelligence establishment has revised upwards the Pakistani nuclear
capability, then the US should now admit both the rationality of the
Indian nuclear tests and the fact that the US itself had been looking
away from the intensive and extensive collaboration of China, Pakistan
and North Korea on nuclear and missile proliferation. That would make

he US administration’s ‘fudging’ of Chinese missile transfers to
akistan as far back as 1993 a wilful dereliction in upholding
on-proliferation norms. Surely, this ‘fudging’ has not in anyway
)\anhanced the US and international security? Indeed, the US
ational Missile Plan would seem to be more in response to the
hina-Pakistan-North Korea axis than to the alleged threat posed by
some other ‘rogue’ states. The view presented in the NBC programme
about the sophistication of Pakistani nuclear arsenal does not tally with
the data collected from the Pakistani nuclear tests and available in open
documents on the subject. In other words, if the present reports were
correct, it follows that the US intelligence has obtained new information
on the Chinese- Pakistan nuclear proliferation relationship. That may
also explain why the final document issued by the 2000 NPT review
conference asserts that the full compliance of all parties to the provisions
of the treaty was the best way to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons.
This is, in fact, an admission that the nuclear weapon states are not
fulfilling their obligations not to help the non-nuclear weapon states,

As for the present story, obviously deliberately put out, there can he
many explanations. The US finds that its attempt to paint North Korea,
Iran, Iraq and Libya as ‘rogue’ states has not evoked much credibility. A .
visibly nuclear and missile-armed Pakistan is likely to fit that description

better. The present reassessment of Pakistani missile and nuclear

L capability might be the first step towards painting Pakistan a ‘rogue’
state, and providing an argument for countering it through the develop-
ment of missile defence by the US, Russia, Israel and other countries.
The US intelligence establishment may also be interested in highlighting
the continuing Chinese-Pakistan proliferation relationship in order to
prevent any further improvement in Sino-Indian relationship. There are
also elements in the US security establishment which have a vested
interest in exaggerating the Pakistani capability to prevent Pakistan
from being allowed to fail economically. Lastly, the story will make it
more difficult for India to reach a consensus to sign the CTBT. There are
strong interests in the US which would like to use that factor in their own
anti-CTBT campaign. Whatever the different US motives, India has to
seriously counter them with effective information campaign. This is
essential because such stories make it more difficult to have a
consensual approach. There is also the danger that the Pakistanis may be
misguided by such “reassessments” attributed to the US intelligence
community; this could be a morale booster to ‘Jehadi’ elements in
Pakistan. Even assuming the need for a measure of opacity in
déterrence, there has to be more effort both in respect of our
information policy and crafting a strategy to project deterrence.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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, JUNE 9. China has warned
the Ukited States against seeking
absolute military advantage over
the rest of the world by attempt-
ing to amend the Anti-Ballistic
Missile (ABM) treaty of 1972, the
official media reported today.

Though the U.S. has said it
wants to revise the ABM treaty to
protect itself from "missile
threats” of the so-called rogue
states, the real reason for the U.S.
insistence is to seek an absolute
military advantage over the rest of
the world, China’s top disarma-
ment official, Mr. Sha Zukang,
said.

Mr. Sha, director-general of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry’s De-
partment of Disarmament and
Arms Control, told Xinhua news
agency that China opposed any
revision of the ABM treaty.

"It is a clear and steadfast
stand,” he stressed while accus-
ing Washington of selfishness in
pressing Russia to agree to amend
the ABM treaty.

The National Missile Defence
(NMD) system would also serve
as a kind of “amplifier” to the U.S.
offensive forces and nullify the
progress made in U.S.-Russia bi-
lateral nuclear disarmament, Mr.
Sha said. If the U.S. succeeded in

China against
-amending ABM

its attempt to revise the treaty, an
arms race in space would be inev-
itable, Mr. Sha said, stressing that
the U.S. views the missile defence
system as an important part of its
plan to control space.

Under the U.S. plan, part of its
missile defence system would be
deployed in space and be targeted
at space objects; and the other
part of the system would be based
in space for providing target and
navigational information for
ground weapons systems, he said.

If the plan was carried out,
space would become a new weap-
ons base and battlefield, he said.

Pointing out that the ABM trea-
ty remained the cornerstone for
global strategic balance and sta-
bility, Mr. Sha said revisions of
treaty would undermine the glob-
al strategic balance and stability
and seriously affect international
peace and security.He said the
ABM treaty between the U.S. and
Russia, which restricted develop-
ment and deployment of any na-
tional ballistic missile defence
system, safeguarded the relative
strategic balance and stability
among the U.S,, Russia and other
nuclear weapons states. — PTI
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. The ghost of CTBT, ¢

l?? extraordinary that the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty

contjnues to chase India, ghost-like, even after its fate has been
sealed by the US Senate’s rejection. The CTBT comes up
whengver strategic policy issues are discussed between Indian
and foreign officials. Twice in recent days comments made in
 private to foreign officials by Indian ministers have become the
subject of public controversy. It was first Defence Minister
George Fernandes who was quoted by a Japanese Government
spokesperson as having assured during his Tokyo visit that it is
‘only a matter of time’ before India signs the controversial
treaty. Now, External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh has been
cited b{ a US official as having told Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright in Warsaw that the issue of CTBT signa-
ture will be raised during the forthcoming monsoon session of
Parliament as part of New Delhi’s ‘obligation’ to obtaitk‘golit-
ical consensus’ on the matter, The Ministry of External Affairs,
realising that such a commitment to a foreign official could
backfire in Parliament, has done well to quickly clarify that
Jaswant Singh gave no assurance that the issue will come up in
the monsoon session, The CTBT question also figures in the
European Union-India Joint Declaration at Lisbon. The lan-
guage there is drawn larggy from previous Indian statements,
except on one key issue. New Delhi's commitment to achieve
a ‘national consensus’ on the CTBT issue has been diluted to
building the ‘widest possible consensus domestically’.

The policy of caution on the CTBT has so far served India
well. There is no reason th the Vajpayee Government should
abandon its prudence on the subject. Firstly, there is no sign
that a ‘widest possible consensus’, let alone a ‘national consen-
sug’, is emerging, On the contrary, there is a widely shared per-
ception among the major political parties that on a sensitive
matter like this, a wait-and-watch approach remains the best.
Secondly, the possible rescue of the treaty, presently in limbo,
hinges on the election of a pro-CTBT US President capable of
working with the Senate to get it ratified. However, if George
W. Bush wins, we could have an openly anti-CTBT administra-
tion in Washington. Thirdly, India’s largest neighbour, China,
which is currently modernising its nuclear arsenal in a major
way, has made no move to emulate Russia and ratify the treaty
despite its rubber-stamp National Assembly. Fourthly, new
questions are being raised by some Indian scientists about the
May 1998 tests that appear to cast doubt on some official claims.
These questions need to be answered, especially since the CTBT
will constrain India but not Pakistan, which would still be able to
access tested warhead technology from China. On balance, India
cannot go wrong with continued caution on the CTBT.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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_Don't distort NPT
% agenda: lraq

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, MAY 2. Irag’s Am-
bassador to the United Nations on
Monday criticised “some” nuclear
weapons States for not abiding by
the terms of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT), singling
out the United States for “distort-
ing the agenda” of the review con-
ference by trying to bring in the
issue of Baghdad’s relationship
with the Security Council.

In his statement to the ongoing
NPT review conference, Dr. Saeed
Hasan argued that while the non-
nuclear weapons States had abid-
ed by the commitments under the
treaty, some of the nuclear weap-
ons States had not. He further said
the objective of complete elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons contin-
ued to be unattainable and that
there was no clear prospect of a
time-table to attain it. The Ambas-
sador lashed out at Israel, which,
in his view, was armed with nucle-
ar weapons and continued its “‘ar-
rogant behaviour” in the Arab
region. But the Iraqi representa-
tive made no mention about In-
dia’s or Pakistan’s 1998 nuclear
tests, about which comments had
been made by some of the major
powers in their opening state-
ments to the conference.

Dr, Hasan alleged that an ‘“‘un-
healthy atmosphere” had been re-
sulted due to the policies of
hegemony, reliance on the doc-
trine of nuclear deterrence, the
unilateral use of force and the
continued marginalisation of the
United Nations and its mecha-
nisms. “It is unfair to have the
Arabs stay bound for perpetuity by
a treaty that provides them with
no guarantee against Israeli nucle-
ar weapons while Israel continues
to develop its nuclear weapons
and other weapons of mass de-
struction with no control whatso-

ever,” the Iragi Ambassador
”‘

remarked, adding that recent re-
ports had revealed that
nuclear arsenal include
vanced and sophisticated systems
of tactical and strategic weapons
built with the help of the U.S.

Dr. Hasan maintained that
Washington’s attempts to include
the issue of lraq’s relationship
with the Security Council in the
conference agenda was aimed at
distracting the conference from
Israel’s nuclear weapons and from
the U.S.” “own violations of its
obligations under the Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty..” The Iraqi Am-
bassador listed several ‘“lapses”
on the part of the U.S,, including
supplying technology to Israel, the
refusal to ratify the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty and its inten-

tion to develop the Star Wars :

systems by violating obligations
under the 1972 ABM Treaty.

The envoy charged that Amer-
ican insistence on continuation of
the comprehensive regime of
sanctions on Iraq was tantamount
to the use of weapons of mass de-
struction. “Those sanctions killed
1.5 million Iraqi civilians, a figure
much higher than the total num-
ber of victims of all use of weap-
ons of mass destruction
throughout the history of man-
kind,” Dr. Hasan said. He claimed
that Iraq was in full compliance of
its obligations under the NPT and
detailed the use of depleted urani-
um by the U.S. and Britain against
Iraq in 1991 and against Yugosla-
via in 1999.

In an obvious reference to the
West — the U.S. in particular—
the Iraqi Ambassador observed,
“We must say to those nuclear
States that try to teach the peoples
of the world lessons in democracy
and human rights that the first
principles of democracy and hu-
man rights are the equality of all
human beings.”
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NON-PROLIFERATION

"0ld debaughees vow to rfengoain chaste,

THE commitment expressed by the %ﬁ’cl ar five t§ eliminate
nuclear weapons, at the recently held review of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty in New York, sounds stronger than, usual,
speaking of a “treaty on general and complete disarmament
under strict and effective international controls”. The p blem
with such pledges, however, is the same as that béhind
General Musharrafs commitment to move towards democracy
in Pakistan; it lacks a specific time-frame. The rest of the
world, therefore, cannot help construing such a commitment
in the same manner as that of an old debauch’s vow of chasti-
ty. The US and Russia must be regarded as the principal
offenders, with more than 20,000 warheads between them.
The Russian Duma recently ratified both the CTBT and the
Start IT arms reduction accords. Start II has been hanging fire
since January 1993 when it was signed, attesting to the politi-
cal paralysis in that country under Yeltsin’s presidency. The
US Senate, of course, has refused to ratify the CTBT, even
though the latter has the endorsement of the vast majority of
Americans. The US is also trying to wriggle out of its obliga-
tions under the 1972 ABM accord, on the plea that it needs to
defend itself against launches of missiles by “rogue” states
such as Iran, Iraq or North Korea.

The problem is that “Star Wars” systems could serve to neu-
tralise not only radical Third World states but also Russia’s
arsenal, in which case Russia’s logical response would be to
develop more missiles to penetrate “Star Wars” type shields.
No wonder that Washington’s clumsy attempts to renegotiate
the ABM has set alarm bells ringing in Moscow and Beijing,
and Moscow has warned that if the US violates the ABM,
Start II goes out of the window. The disarmament agenda has
been held hostage by blinkered US conservatives, like Sen

' Jesse Helms, who think they can lock out the world by ringing
the US with missile defences; as Yeats said, “the best lack all

conviction/while the worst are full of passionate intensity”. It
must be adjudged a signal failure of Clintor’s leadership and
legacy as President that he failed to move rapidly on disarma-
ment and}et the CTBT ratified, now the Cold War is over.
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UNITED NATIONS, MAY 4, The key
global nuclear non-proliferation
treaty is decades behind the
times, ignoring health and envi-
ronmental hazards in its promo-
tion of nuclear energy,
pressure groups said.

The organisations wer
day addressing a one- m th
“conference on the 1970 NPT tr¥a-
ty, held every five years, to review
compliance and set new goals.
Most of the discussion has been
on reducing nuclear arms, the
main purpose of the treaty av
ified by 187 States. (- O_P' \,@/

But several non-gd¢érnmental
groups told official delegates
they paid too little attention to
provisions in the treaty that pro-
mote nuclear power plants and
their technology, saying this re-
flected a 1960s concept and ig-
nored research since then.

Ms. Jacqui Katona, an official
‘of the Gundjehmi Aboriginal
‘Corporation in Australia’s north-
‘ern territory, blasted Australia’s

uranium mining and its effects

on indigenous people, such as

.the Mirrar, Uranium is a key in-
gredient in nuclear weapons and
power plants.

She proposed the review con-
ference set up formal reporting
procedures and investigative
committees that would force
Governments to reveal the na-
ture of uranium mining and toxic
waste storage.

“While we believe Australia is
complicit in perpetuating the nu-
clear fuel cycle, we also believe
Australia is not unique in this re-
spect,” she said. “We believe the
NPT process must extend its vi-
sion to embrace a vehicle for
monitoring the production of
uranium for ‘peaceful’ use.”

Mr. Alexei Yablokov of the So-
cial Ecological Union of Russia
said statistics on radiation-
caused illness and protection
were inadeguate. The Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, a
key promoter of nuclear energy
which monitors atomic power
plants, excluded from its data
many side effects, he said.

Mr. Yablokov said data had
emerged since the treaty was
signed from the U.S. and Russia,
showing high incidence of can-
cer, genetic damage, miscarriage
and still births connected to radi-

ation from power plans. Y “~

“The IAEA massively underes-
timates the real cost of nuclear
programmes,” he said. Both Mr.
Yablokov and Ms. Alice Slater, a
lawyer for the U.S. Global Re-
source Action Centre for the En-
vironment, denounced a 19539
agreement between the IAEA and
the World Health Organisation.
~ Under this pact, the WHO can-

not do research on the dangers of

radiatipn without agreement
fr‘oyzée IAEA. — Reuters
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India in the NPT Review Meet

% W<

HE month long nucldar Non-
Proliferation Treaty ( ) Ex-
tension Review Codference

(XRC) that concludes May 19 in
New York has little to show in
terms of substantive progress on
the contentious issue of nuclear
weapons and their relevance in the
post-cold war years. The five nu-
clear weapon powers only reiterat-
ed their “unequivocal” commit-
ment to disarmament — as man-
dated in the NPT — and their re-
luctance to provide any tangible
time-frame is more a reflection of

+ the geo-political contradictions and
techno-strategic complexities that
are embedded in the nuclear issue.
Concurrently, the XRC also has a
distinctive Asian and Indian rele-
vance and thus the talk-shop in
New York and the manner in which
the narrative is both constructed
and interpreted are matters of
import in shaping the Indian
nuclear posture,

The NPT entered into force on
March 5,1970 and is often cited as a
central pillar of global stability. Its
objectives were to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons and re-
lated technology, to promote co-
operation in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy and to further the
goal of achieving nuclear disarma-
ment. The treaty has a chequered
evolution and paradoxically none
of the objectives have been re-
alised. Yet the hype extols the many
positive attributes of the NPT
that in essence reflect the perpetua-
tion of the perennial great game
of power.

Global Stability

Today the packaging that comes
with the NPT describes it as a land-
mark treaty that has near universal
compliance. It merits recall that
while the US, the former USSR
and the UK were original signato-
ries among the states that had ac-
quired nuclear weapons prior to
1970, China and France came on
board the treaty only in 1992. This
treaty was extended indefinitely in
1995 in a manner whose procedural
rectitude was itself debatable —
but is a continuation of the adage
that power shapes legal norms,. The
extension was not without condi-
tions and obligations on the part of
the nuclear weapon states — the
US, Russia, China, France and the
UK whose nuclear weapon status

By C UDAY BHASKAR
and exclusivity were both
enshrined and legitimised by
the NPT,

The rhetoric that envelops the
XRC s based on two principal as-
sertions, first — that the NPT as it
exists, is central to global stability
and must be strengthened by seek-
ing universal adherence; and, sec-
ond,— the NWS are acting in good
faith as far as disarmament is con-
cerned but the route they are
adopting is one of cautious arms
control treaties and mutual arms
reduction. This has become the
dominant narrative of post-Cold
War nuclear discourse and the
short sound bite is that in inherent-
ly discriminatory arrangement that
accords all the privileges to a select
few and allows them to hold the
global community hostage to apoc-
alyptic destruction either by acci-
dent or design is the new mantra
for global stability. Little or no
mention is allowed to enter the dis-
course that this is an inherently dis-
honourable route of dubious ethi-
cal mooring and thus we have a
narrative domain wherein the pow-
er compulsion shapes not only the
reality-contour and legal norms but
also the theological underpinning.

Diminished Status

But when we contrast what may
be termed the virtual power-reality
about the post-Cold War nuclear
world with a true ground reality
check, the anomalies and contra-
dictions abound — these chickens
are coming home to roost in New
York. For a start, the centrality of
the nuclear weapon in the security
matrix of the major powers has not
been reduced at all. On the con-
trary, the emphasis on the nuke has
only increased. For instance, the re-
vised NATO Strategic Concept of
1999 noted that “the supreme guar-
antee of the security of the Allies is
provided by the strategic nuclear
forces of the Alliance.”

The NATO assertion has led to a
predictable response from Moscow
which has long been uneasy with its
diminished status in the face of in-
creasing western military presence
on its periphery. It is significant that
when the Russian President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, won his election,
one of his first acts was to visit a
Russian nuclear city and reiterate
the importance of this capability
for Moscow — and the need to

modernise the same. Embedded in
this declaration is the Russian dis-
comfort over the US intention to
test and field a national missile de-
fence (NMD) system — a project
that will entail amending the 1972
ABM — anti ballistic missile treaty.
The NMD despite technical misgiv-
ings has considerable political sup-
port in the US and has a budget of
US $60 billion over the next 25
years. Despite its public posture of
arms reduction, the US has also
decided to refurbish 6,000
nuclear warheads as part of an ‘ac-
tive reserve’ to hedge against any
uncertainties.

Nuclear Nettle

But it is the Asian strand that
must concern us the most. The cur-
rent nuclear developments and
blurred truths are the equivalent of
a multiple chess game being played
at two levels that are inter-connect-
ed in a non-linear manner. At the
primary level is the US-Russia pas
de deux which will no doubt influ-
ence the Chinese posture — over
the size of the arsenals being main-
tained, their qualitative nature and
the ultimate impact of NMDs per
se on Beijing’s strategic capabili-
ties. Within Asia, the picture is even
more complex. India and Pakistan
post-May 1998 are states with nu-
clear weapons — SNWs — even if
the NPT will not admit them as
NWS. Israel and North Korea con-
tinue to be grey states in more ways
than one and their relevance in the
regional nuclear discourse cannot
be ignored. The abiding leitmotif
here is the pattern of China provid-
ing ballistic missile and nuclear
weapon know-how in Asia and en-
couraging proliferation for its own
strategic reasons.

Thus the mismatch between the
virtual reality that will be asserted
by the NWS in New York to as-
suage their own insecurities and
the true post-Cold War ground re-
ality will be contained in the man-
ner in which the narrative is shaped
and packaged — a reiteration of
the Foucauldian tenet that ulti-
mately discourse is the power
which is to be seized. India would
be well advised to contribute to
the New York dis-
course and not be
painted into a cor-
ner as the core of
the post-Cold War
nuclear nettle.
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0S, France are ready: .S

violéting (BT, 'S

WASHINGTON: US and France,
which ask India and other nations to
sign the CTBT, are already violating
the treaty, Washington with its new
National Ignition Facility (NIF) and
Paris with 1ts Laser Megajoule Pro-
ject (LMP), experts have said.

These facilities designed to create
thermonuclear explosions of even a
few pounds of TNT equivalent are
illegal under the CTBT, Arjun
Makhijani and Hisham Zerriffi of
the Washington-based Institute for
Energy and Environmental Re-
search have said. “Since the CTBT
requires the prevention as well as the
prohibition of explosions, the intent of
these facilities is to cause nuclear ex-
plosions,” they said in ‘Science For
Democratic Action’ a journal pub-
lished by the institute. These facilities
would enable those with access to
them to design newer fusion weapons
to replace existing ones, they said.

The five permanent members of
the Security Council—the US,
Britain, France, Russia and Chi-
na—had conveniently turned the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty,
which requires complete nuclear

experts

disarmarjent, into a non-prolifera-
tion instriyment, a device to prevent
the entry &f new members into the
nuclear club, Makhijani and retired
Admiral L Ramdas, who also chairs
the Pakistan-India People’s Forum
for Peace and Democracy, told
journalists here. In an address at the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty
Review Conference currently on in
New York, Admiral Ramdas had
said that the US and other coun-
tries were laying down conditions
for complete nuclear disarmament
by a fixed date, which they knew
would never be fulfilled.

Also, while Russia and the US are
reducing their nuclear arsenals from
their Cold War peak, the global
count still amounts to about 36,000
warheads, all but about 1,500 of
which belong to the US and Russia.

“Despite arms reductions, the to-
tal explosive power of the world’s
nuclear weapons is still hundreds of
thousands of times that of the bomb
that destroyed Hiroshima. It is more
than enough to cause total devasta-
tion,” Mr Makhijani pointed out in
aseparate article on the issue. (P
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to eliminate a

UNITED NATIONS: The five nu-
clear weapon states have given an
“unequivocal undertaking” to elim-
inate atomic arsenals but without
committing to a time-frame as part
of the deal on nuclear disarmament
struck with non-nuclear weapons
states.

The consensus document, adopt-
ed on Saturday at the end of the
month-long conference to review
the implementation of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
deplored underground nuclear tests

promise
SVAY
enal

cials cheering afier the two agreed
to a compromise under intense
pressure from other members. *
The undertaking given by the
five, the United States, Russia,
Britain, France and China, is con-
sidered an advance over the posi-
tion taken by them earlier but'still
does not guarantee a nuclear
weapon free world in the foregge-
able future, diplomats say. ’
Anti-nuclear arms groups, while
welcoming the undertaking, con-
tend the lack of time frame wquld

carried out by In-
dia and Pakistan
in May, 1998 and
asked the two
countries to join
the regime as “non
- nuclear weapon
states.”

India, Pakistan,
Israel and Cuba
have not signed
the 30-year-old
treaty which has
been ratified by
187 countries. In-
dia says it is com-
mitted to nuclear
disarmament but
considers the
treaty discrimina-

ful world.

ment, 7Y

Annan hails NPT

consensus

UNITED NATIONS: Secretary
General Kofi Annan has de-
scribed the consensus reached in
the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) conference as “a
singinficant step forward” in hu-
manity’s pursuit of a more peace-

“It is a step towards a world
free of nuclear dangers, a world
with strengthened global norms
for nuclear non proliferation,”
Annan said in a statement issued
minutes after cheering delegates
adopted the consensus docu-

be a major hur-
dle in achieving a
nuclear weapon
free world. But
diplomats, who
participated  in
the negotiations,
are optimistic of
movement in
that  direction
over the next few
years. “The five
will not able to
resist the pres-
sure from the
rest of the
world,” said a
diplomat after
the conference
ended after

tory as it allows
nuclear weapons states to keep
their atomic arsenals. Pakistan says
it will not sign till India does.

In the the section dealing with the
Middle-East, the conference reaf-
firmed the “importance of Israel’s
accession” to the NPT and called on
Tel Aviv to place its nuclear facili-
ties under comprehensive Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) safeguards.

Noting all others except Israel
have acceded to the treaty, the sig-
natories plan to send an envoy to
Tel Aviv to persuade it to join the
regime.

The conference, which was nearly
derailed by last minute sharp differ-
ences between Iraq and the United
States over the language on Bagh-
dad’s atomic weapons, ended on a
happy note with diplomats and offi-

T

adopting the con-
sensus document.

NPT, the cornerstone of the nu-
clear arms control regime, repre-
sents an agreement reached be-
tween nuclear weapon states and
non-nuclear weapon states in 1970
under which the latter gave up their
right to have atomic arms in ex-
change for guarantees by the five
weapon states to move towards nu-
clear disarmament.

Five years ago, the five persuad-
ed the rest of the 182 members to
extend the treaty indefinitely and
this was first five-year mandated
review since then.

One of the reasons that the five
agreed to give the undertaking was
that rest of the signatories vocifer-
ously reminded them of their
promise. (PT) '
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TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2000

SETBACK FOR DISARMAMENT .

THE MOMENTUM TOWARD a universal nu-
clear nonproliferation regime, generated by
the end of the Cold War more than a decade
ago, has for all practical purposes been lost.
Today, genuine global agreement on nuclear
nonproliferation, leading ultimately and in
time to nuclear disarmament, seems more dis-
tant than it ever was in the half century since
the U.N. General Assembly adopted an innoc-
uous resolution in November 1959 suggesting a
similar goal. A month-long international con-
ference to review nuclear nonproliferation has
just concluded in New York with a declaration
that is interminably long on platitudes and crit-
ically short on promise of time-bound action.
The U.N.-sponsored conference in which near-
ly 190 members participated was again witness
to the unwillingness of the nuclear powers, the
U.S., Russia, China, France and England, to go
beyond talk of disarmament. The n-5 repeated
a meaningless pledge “‘to accomplish the total
elimination of their formidable nuclear arse-
nal” but refused to accept a timetable to
achieve this. In the absence of the timetable,
the promise to disarm will remain hollow and
lack the credibility on which the global effort
needs to be founded. The failure of the confer-
ence — the euphoric claims of the chairman
can hardly conceal this — coming amid in-
creasing signs of a return to Cold War rhetoric,
confirms a dangerous slide toward insecurity
and instability in international relations.

A series of developments over the past two
years, coinciding with the intensification of the
effort to get the Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty ratified, appears to have irretrievably re-
versed whatever notional gains had been
achieved earlier. The first, near-fatal blow
against the decade-long campaign for CTBT
ratification was struck by the Republican-
dominated American Congress. Subsequent
posturing by the rightist- militarist elements in
the U.S., which are relentlessly pushing their
own /zompeting agenda of missile defence, is

\/

threatening to unravel the treaty and is forcin
a matching campaign by the new leadership in
Moscow. The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir
Putin, among whose first actions was to secure
the approval of his Parliament for the CTBT
ratification, is demonstrating clearly that the
Boris Yeltsin line of surrender to Western blan-
dishments is at an end. The increasingly con-
frontationist mood in Moscow has been fuelled
by the American pursuit of plans to deploy a
national missile defence system that is op-
posed even by European allies. Republican
leaders, in this key election year, have threat-
ened to withdraw from the 1972 anti-ballistic
missile treaty if necessary to field the new mis-
sile defence. Under the treaty, the U.S. and
Russia are restricted to deploying only one lim-
ited ballistic missile system to defend a small
area of their countries. The U.S. now wants to
alter the treaty to allow for a missile system to
guard the entire country from a limited attack
by a nation with an emerging missile threat.
Russia and leading European allies have ex-
pressed deep misgivings about the impact this
can have on all arms control measures.

A direct consequence of these develop-
ments in recent months has been that non-
proliferation and disarmament suddenly
appear to have gone off the global agenda. The
trend, which can undercut decades of arms
control and weaken other agreements against
weapons of mass destruction, can be nothing
short of disaster for mankind. If arms control is
not to unravel further, there is urgent need to
revive the global movement that, cutting across
national borders and ideological Dbarriers,
brought about awareness of the threats to hu-
manity posed by the weapons of mass destruc-
tion. That campaign, in the Sixties, in which
India and Indian leaders were in the forefront,
was engulfed by the Cold War. Before another
intensifies, the international community must
act to arrest the cufrent slide to certain mutual
destruction. /7
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ah Nuclear Fix \
uinquennial

B1g power spin-doctors are at work again. The flrst q

review conference after the indefinite and unconditional extension of
the Non-proliferation Treaty has been hailed by them as a “great
victory”. Reason: The consensus declaration adopted by the five nuclear
powers gives an “unequivocal undertaking” that they would eliminate
their atomic arsenals. The twist lies in the term ‘“unequivocal
undertaking” This commitment was in reality given way back in 1968
and is contained in Article VI of the NPT. It can also be found in the final
document of the first UN special session on nuclear disarmament held in
1978. Despite this, the nuclear hegemonic powers argued before the
world court that use of nuclear weapons by them was legal. They have
also repeatedly refused to commit themselves to a time-frame for
nuclear disarmament: This happened during the first UN special session
on disarmament, later when Rajiv Gandhi presented his plan in the third
special session, and then during the NPT extension conference. They
have since resisted linkMhg the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty to
nuclear disarmament, and are now placing obstacles to prevent the
Conference of Disarmament from starting negotiations,-on a
convention on nuclear disarmament. Even in the present getlaration
they have dodged commlttmg themselveg to a Eframe for
eliminating nuclear weapons. ; ° 5)\,

Indeed, the latest declaratioy, is a charade. The US administration is to
take a decision on the National Missile Defence (NMD) programme in
the next few months and that will unleash a new arms race. Both Russia
and China have expressed their vigorous opposition to it. Russia has

"warned that initiation of the NMD by the US would result in Russian
withdrawal from START II and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). The US proposal to start a costly missile defence programme
unambiguously declares the intention of the US legislators and policy
makers not to eliminate-nuclear weapons in the near future. If anything,
the intention appears to be to use the NMD to degrade the deterrent
value of the Russian and Chinese weapons and for the US to emerge as
the sole superpower. The US Senate’s rejection of the CTBT serves
notice on the world that the US legislators are keen to further
refine their arsenal. One of the two presidential candidates, Governor
George Bush, has asserted that he would unilaterally abrogate the
Anti-Ballistic-Missile Treaty, if necessary. All these developments point
to the enormous chasm between existing nuclear realities and the pious
professions of non-proliferation advocates. Five years later, the next
review conference will doubtless be searching for new phraseology to
cover up the failure of nuclear hegemonic powers to live up to their
“unequivocal commitments”. Many years ago, the Swadeshi
minister for disarmament, the late Alva Myrdahl, said the nuclear pow-
ers were playing a game of disarmament. Things have moved further
since then; nuclear disarmament is now like cricket and other games;
as the NPT review conference communique shows, it is an outcome
fixed among the five powers.

.
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"Duma will vote
on START-II .«

treaty on Frlday

By M’A)R IN,NESIRKY O/‘ f//

Moscow,\April 11: Russia’s Par-
liament agye¢d on Tuesday to hold
a long-awdited vote on Friday on
ratifying the START-II nuclear
arms reduction treaty.

Former President Boris Yeltsin
tried for years to secure ratification
of the treaty, which would cut the
US and Russian warheads from
about 6,000 each to no more than
3,500 each by 2007. The US Sen-
ate has already ratified the 1993
agreement.

The Communist-dominated
Duma opposed the pact, but the
chamber elected in December is
likely to back it in an early foreign
policy triumph for Mr Yeltsin's
SUCCESSOT, President-elect
Vladimir Putin. “The treaty will be
considered on Friday,” Speaker
Gennady Seleznyov told reporters
after a meeting of the agenda-set-
ting Duma council.

He said defence minister Igor
Sergeyev, a former commander of
the world’s second largest nuclear
arsenal, and foreign minister Igor
Ivanov would be invited to answer
deputies’ questions on Thursday.

Party groups would then decide
where they stood and deputies
would vote on Friday, he said.

Unlike in the old Duma, the pro-
Putin Unity Party and other groups
can outvote the Opposition Com-
munists and their allies. The Com-
munists remain opposed to the
treaty.

“As long as we have missiles, no
one will touch us,” Communist
leader Gennady Zyuganov said,
adding the treaty would “com-
pletely destroy Russia’s national
security.”

Dmitry Rogozin, who chairs the
Duma international affairs com-

mittee, said it was likely deputies

would .also approve a statement’

urging Washington not to violate
the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty
that limits anti-missile defences.

Ratification on Friday would
show at an early stage Mr Putin
can push measures through the
Duma and boost his image abroad
even before his May 7 inaugura-
tion and ahead of his first trip to
the West, to London next week. It
would also help Mr Ivanov on a
US visit starting on April 24.

Assuming it is approved in the
Duma, the treaty will have to be
backed in the upper Federation
Council at its April 19 session and
then signed by Mr Putin. If all goes
according to plan, Mr Putin will
arrive in London with the treaty
ratified in the Duma and Mr
Ivanov will start his US trip with
the signed deal.

Ratification would pave the way
for work to start on anew START-
III agreement, already agreed in
outline three years ago.

One reason Russia dragged its
feet on START-II was opposition
to plans by Washington to deploy a
defence system to intercept incom-
ing nuclear missiles.

Moscow regards ABM as a pillar
of arms control. Washington says
its limited national defence system
would target missiles from what it
considers “rogue” states like Iran
or North Korea.

But despite the bluster Westem
and Russian defence experts detect
signs that Moscow under Mr Putin
may agree to some kind of com-
promise on ABM, partly to avoid a
costly arms race the impoverished
former superpower cannot h
win. By ratifying START-I
sia would decouple th
from ABM. (Reuters)
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—Putin asks House
to pass START-II

By Vladimir Radyuhin ") ‘}

MOSCOW, APRIL 11. Russia’s Presi
dent-elect, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
has made his first move in th
field of foreign policy by launch-
ing a diplomatic_offensive on
arms control.

Mr. Putin has persuaded Parlia-
ment to ratify the U.S.- Russian
START-II nuclear arms reduction
treaty and at the same time
vowed to strengthen the country’s
defence potential.

A day after parliamentary lead-
ers held a three-hour meeting
with Mr. Putin in the Kremlin on
Monday, the State Duma, the
Russian  Parliament’s  lower
House, decided to debate on Fri-
day ratification of START-I],
which has been hanging fire for
two years.

Most factions said they would
support the treaty, which calls for
the U.S. and Russia to halve their
nuclear arsenals to between 3,000
and 3,500 warheads. But deputies
also suggested they would set
conditions for implementation of
START-IL.

Simultaneously with ratifying
the treaty, the State Duma in-
tends to endorse a political state-
ment that is expected to link
nuclear cuts with continued U.S.
commitment to the Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty. Moscow has been
strongly objecting to Washing-
ton's plans to modify the 1972
ABM treaty, which it sees as a pil-
lar of international arms control.

Russia’s Foreign Minister, Mr.
Igor Ivanov, on Monday reiterat-
ed Moscow’s warning that the
collapse of the treaty “would
plunge the world into a new con-
frontation.”

On the same day, Mr. Putin
made it clear that henceforth Rus-
sia’s foreign policy would be
based on the country’s new de-
fence and security concepts
drawn up earlier this year.

“I think it will be correct to
bring Russia’ international obli-
gations in line with the concept of
national security and the concept
of armed forces development,”

“

Mr. Putin told a Security Council
meeting attended by parliamen-
tary leaders. ‘“We are in a position
to pursue an offensive policy in
this field.”

The new military and security
doctrines, drafted in January, said
Russia faced- potential threats
from ‘‘military buildup around
Russia’'s borders, the borders of
its allies and adjacent seas” and
from NATO'’s recent enlargement
eastwards. 1

Ratification of START-II will
open the way to Russian- Amer- |
ican talks on deeper nuclear cuts
that Moscow deems essential as it
is cash-strapped to maintain a
large nuclear arsenal. Approval of
the treaty would also strengthen
Moscow’s hand in bargaining
with Washington over the fate of
the ABM treaty.

Pressing Moscow’s diplomatic
offensive, the Kremlin announced
on Monday Mr. Putin’s plans to
make some foreign trips even be-
fore his official taking of office
next month.

This weekend, he will visit Lon-
don, which he described as a
“‘bridge between East and West”.
Mr. Putin’s talks with the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
will touch, among other things,
on nuclear disarmament and the
ABM treaty, Kremlin sources said.

It is significant that on the way
to London, Mr. Putin will stop
over in Minsk, Belarus, whose
leader, Mr. Alexander Lukashen-
ko, told his Parliament on Tues-
day that Russia and Belarus were
going to deploy joint military
forces on Belarus’ western bor- |
ders with Europe to protect the |
two allied nations from the ag-
gressive policies of the Western
countries.

“We are creating a powerful
military grouping the core of
which will be formed by the Belae”
rus army,” Mr. Lukashenko said
in his annual state of the nation
address.

“It will consist of about 300,000
soldiers armed with the latest in '
military technology.” ‘!
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& REUTERS
MOSCOW, April 14,

— Urged

:by-a pre-vote pep talk from the
‘President-elect, the Russian

State Duma today ratified the
Start-II nuclear disarmament
treaty, four years after the
USA accepted it. The 1993
agreement was passed by 288
votes to 131, with four absten-

- tions.

The Duma said, however, that
the arms pact would be ripped
up if the USA violated the sep-
arate 1972 Anti-ballistic
Missile Treaty.

The US Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright, who is in
Kiev, hailed the decision. “This
is a big step forward. We look
forward to intensifying our dis-
cussion on next steps of our
arms control dialogue and
other issues when foreign min-
ister Igor Ivanov comes to
Washington later this month,”
she said in a statement.

“Russia absolutely needs no
further arms race,” Mr Putin
had warned deputies before the
vote. Delaying ratification
would be “harmful” to Russia’s
strategic nuclear capability, he
was quoted by Interfax as
telling the closed session of
parliament.

The only opposition that had
been expected was from the
large Communist faction. “An

uUssia rutlf
~ Start Il reserves
right to wﬂhdruw

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR 5// &\

act of high treas n s being pre-
pared,” Communisf} leader, Mr
Gennady Zyuganbv, said ahead
of the vote. Approval of the
1993 treaty between
Washington and Moscow signi-
fied “the destruction of the
nuclear shield that protects
Russia,” Mr Zyuganov said.

CHECHEN LEADER

GROZNY, April 14,
Russian commandos captured
the Chechen President’s mili-
tary chief of staff in a special
operation and brought him to
Moscow for questioning, offi-
cials said today.

Apti Batalov, a brigadier-
general in the rebel army and
Chechen President Aslan
Maskhadov’s chief of staff,
was seized by a special squad
of Federal Security Service
troops in the town of Shali on
Thursday, an agency
spokesman said.

Start II calls on Russia and
USA to cut their arsenals of
nuclear warheads to no more
than 3,500 each by 2007 from
6,000. But the Duma said
Russia would consider itself
freed from Start II obligations
if the USA flouted the treaty or
the ABM pact which limits sys-
tems designed to shoot enemy
warheads out of the sky. A

A

o Lt
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national missile defence that
Washington will consider
adopting this summer, would
flout the ABM treaty.

Russia would also be freed
from Start II obligations if its
national security was threat-
ened by the growth of what it
called aggressive strategically
armed nations, or if other
nations decided to strengthen
their military in a way which
threatened Russian security.
Russia would also ignore Start
II if other countries deployed
weapons which hampered the
functioning of its missile attack
early warning system or in an
“emergency situation”.

Mr Zyuganov urged deputies

to consider before they cast
their votes “whether we can
maintain our military defence
or whether decades of slavery
await us”.
China warning: China today
warned the USA it may review
its policies on arms control and
non-proliferation to counter US
plans to build missile defence
systems over America and
northeast Asia.

China was willing to partici-
pate in arms control talks and
treaties only on the condition
that they did not undermine
the global strategic balance or
Beijing’s own security inter-
ests, the China Daily quoted a
senior foreign ministry official
as saying. .
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/ G\ START Again o\

The Russian Duma’s ratification of START-II has been \imgd to
generate a number of messages. It comes just ten days before e first
quinquennial review conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
rider attached to it: Russia would quit the treaty if the US wereto go
ahead with its national missile defence programme, thereby subverting
the very first and basic arms control agreement — the anti ballistic
missile (ABM) treaty — between the two main nuclear weapon powers.
That treaty too, like the NPT after its extension, is for an indefinite
duration. The conditionality attached by the Russians to the ratification
of START-II reminds the world that the US does not respect treaties of
indefinite duration and, therefore, there is no need to treat an NPT of
indefinite duration any differently. Simultaneously, the Chinese
haveindicated that they would review their arms control and
non-proliferation policies if the US were to go ahead with its national
missile defence programme. President Putin once again emphasised the
strong Russian objection to the NMD during his recent visit to London.
Under these circumstances, the attempt of the.US to unleash a new arms
race in defiance of all international norms could become the main focus
of the NPT review conference, though it has not been listed on the
agenda. By getting START-II ratified in the immediate wake of his
election, President Putin is signalling to the world that he can deliver on
major international agreements where his predecessor, Boris Yeltsin,
could not. In this he has been significantly helped by the composition of
the newly elected Duma which has brought down the strength of the
Communists and ultra nationalists. There are also signals from Moscow
that the ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)is
under consideration. It is possible that there could have been a quid pro
quo between this ratification and the relatively muted stand of the US
and the European Union on the issue of Chechnya.

There will be attempts to project the ratification of START-1I as a
great advance towards disarmament. In reality, it is only a process of
rationalising what are still monstrous and irrational arsenals. The figures
advertised — that the numbers are being brought down to 3,500 for US
and 3,000 for Russia — are not the whole truth. Both sides keep an equal
number of weapons as part of an “inactive reserve”. Recently the US has
announced a programme to refurbish its arsenal of 7,000 warheads and
President Putin has emphasised the need for Russia to modernise its
weapons. A few months ago, Russia published a new security doctrine
which emphasised the role of nuclear weapons in its defence posture and
reiterated its reversal of the no-first-use doctrine. The ratification of
START-TI has been advertised as a harbinger of START-I1I, which will
further bring down the sizes of the two arsenals. With the US about to
embark upon national missile defence, it is difficult to foresee an early
conclusion of START-IIT. A missile defence system and a reduced
arsenal will be seen as a dangerous combination raising the risks of
nuclear war. These, and the failure of the nuclear weapon powers to
abide by Article T of the NPT and refrain from proliferation, as has
happened in Asia, are the crucial issues that should attract the attention
of the NPT review conference. :
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on-nuclear states

will press for total
disarmament vow

ASSOCIATED PRESS

UNHQ, April 23. — Countries
without nuclear weapons have
put the USA and other nuclear
powers on notice that they
want an unequivocal commit-
ment to total nuclear disarma-
ment at a major conference
starting tomorrow.

Thirty years after the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty came
into force, many signatories
who have disavowed nuclear
weapons are frustrated that
the treaty’s goal of a nuclear
weapons-free world appears to
be slipping further and further
away — even with Russia’s rat-
ification of two key nuclear
agreements last week.

When 187 nations gather
tomorrow for a four-week con-
ference to review the treaty’s
provisions, the 182 non-nuclear
states will be casting a highly
critical eye at the five nuclear
powers: the USA, Russia,
Britain, France and China.

The US Secretary of State, Ms
Madeleine Albright, will be

af\ M

LY Oj\/

a ﬂng the first speakers
tomorrow and is likely to
defend Washington’s record.
“Some countries have the quite
unrealistic notion that disar-
mament is something that hap-
pens overnight,” said US State
Department spokesman, Mr
James P Rubin. “The fact is
that the USA has led the way
among the nuclear powers in
trying to reverse the nuclear
arms race.”

The NPT, which went into
force in 1970, represented a
bargain between the nuclear
“haves” and “have-nots”. In
return for the non-nuclear
states’ agreement not to
acquire nuclear weapons, the
treaty committed nuclear
weapon states “to pursue in
good faith negotiations on
effective measures relating to
... nuclear disarmament”.

In 1995, when the treaty’s 25-
year term was set to expire, the
USA successfully led the cam-
paign to extend the treat
indefinitely, promising ©
tematic and pro
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efforts” toward disarmament
and a global ban on nuclear
tests. But there is a wide-
spread feeling among non-
nuclear weapon states that the
efforts haven’t gone far enough
and that the spread of the
weapons has in fact increased.

Since the 1995 conference,
India and Pakistan have con-
ducted a series of nuclear tests.
In addition, the 66-nation
Conference on Disarmament,
the main disarmament forum,
has deadlocked on a new disar-
mament agenda. Therehas
been no progress on a treaty to
cut off production of weapons-
grade plutonium and uranium,
And 10 years after the Cold
War, thousands of US and
Russian warheads remain on
“hajr-trigger” alert.

Global disarmament negotia-
tions on a host of issues were
virtually gridlocked until the
Russia fia last week rati-
¢ long-delayed Start IT -
~ an agreement to cut nuclear
arsenals. On Friday, the Duma
ratified the CTBT.
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/ Q\,\°/ Nuclear Harms

In ratifying the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty virtually on\ th
eve of the quinquennial review conference of the NPT (the firs{ i
the post-nuclear weapon legitimisation era), Russia has focusgd
attention on the biggest violator of international nuclear norms — the
United States. The US administration, which sold the CTBT to
the whole world, was ironically unable to convince its own Senate on
the imperatives of ratifying the treaty. That was just desserts for a
nation that advocated non-proliferation to the rest of the world even as
it reserved the right to beef up its own security through nuclear
weapons. After all, the US holds the record for conducting the highest
number of nuclear tests. If only the non-proliferation hardliners had
spent more time persuading their own Cold Warriors and legislators on
the need to move towards genuine nuclear disarmament and wasted
less time preaching non-proliferation to others, they would not have
found themselves in this sorry state of affairs. Russia has also clearly
warned that it would quit START-II if the US proceeded with its
National Missile Defence (NMD) and President Putin has repeated
that warning in public in London. The NMD has the potential of
unleashing a new arms race, which Russia says it does not want.

/ Indeed, that will wreck the entire arms control edifice, as the Anti-Bal-
listic Missile Treaty (ABM) — which proscribes missile defence — was
the first major arms control treaty of indefinite duration. If that is
breached, then it follows that no treaty of indefinite duration, including
the Non-proliferation Treaty, needs to be respected.

Such is the danger of a new arms race through the NMD that it is
opposed by Russia, China and France, as well as by-a majority of the
people polled in the US. Therefore, the first and foremost task of the
quinquennial review conference is to come out with a strong declara-
tion against the upcoming arms race and warn the US not to go against
international nuclear norms. The US administration must pause and
reflect whether it would be more secure with a new round of arms race.
In 1995, the review conference was unable to formulate a declaration
that committed all nuclear powers to article I of the NPT which pro-
hibits transfer of nuclear weapon technology to non-nuclear weapon
states. Since 1995 additional evidence has surfaced regarding China’s
continued violation of article I of the NPT through transfer of technol-
ogy, unsafe guarded materials and equipment to Pakistan. These in-
clude transfer of ring magnets, heavy water, Khushab Plutonium pro-
duction reactor and plutonium reprocessing technology. Five years af-
ter the legitimisation of nuclear weapons through an indefinite exten-
sion of the NPT, the promised CTBT and fissile materials production’
cutoff are still to materialise. Instead the non-nuclear weapon nations
are confronted with the threat of a new arms race : The US has
launched its NMD programme, the US and Russia have refurbished
and upgraded thousands of new nuclear warheads, China continues to
violate article I of the NPT and NATO and Russia have reaffirmed the
offensive nuclear ‘first strike’ doctrine. It is time for the international
community to pause and reflect on where it went wrong. A’ /

——
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THE ORIGINAL nuclear covenant focused not only o
proliferation but also on universal disarmament. However,

US saw to it, at the last review conference five years ago, th
the disarmament clause would be overlooked while allowing the
Big Five to retain their nuclear arsenals. The earlier under-
standing, therefore, that the non-nuclear powers — more than
180 of them — would voluntarily give up their desire to join the
exclusive nuclear club of five in exchange for the latter to “cap,
roll back and eliminate” (a phrase which the US used to throw
at India) their nuclear weapons was broken. However, as the US
must have realised to its dismay at the current review confer-
ence at New York, the sentiments in favour of a nuclear-free
world are far too strong for the skewed NPT to be regarded
as sacrosanct.

Nearly all the non-nuclear countries have been calling upon
the Big Five to work towards disarmament. Indeed, a new bloc
of seven countries comprising Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, Mexico,
New Zealand, South Africa and Sweden has been formed to act
as a pressure group in this respect. What may have caused some
of them to express dissatisfaction with the present patently
unfair nuclear regime is the US insistence both to upgrade its
] own nuclear weapons through sophisticated laboratory simula-
tion and to set up a missile defence shield on lines of the Star
Wars programme while lecturing to others about the virtues of
shunning these very same weapons. It passes comprehension
why the US, with two oceans on either side, should feel the need
to have a defence shield to protect it from unnamed rogue states
when it cannot see the threat which India faces with two collab-
orating nuclear powers on its borders.

It is duplicity of this nature which makes the present nuclear
regime a suspect in the eyes of even those who do not harbour

" & Nuclear duplicit
(O Nuclear duphc y@i\\;é

nuclear ambitions. The US may disingenuously claim, as its rep-

resentative has done in her opening remarks, that it shares the
frustration of the others at the lack of progress towards a
nuclear-free world, but its contribution towards legitimising
these doomsday weapons by giving them an aura of power and
prestige is enormous. Unless a more honest approach is adopt-
ed based on a time-bound programme to eliminate them,
neither NPT nor CTBT nor any other flawed treaty will remove
the fear of a sudden catastrophe, which seemingly haunts
the US as well.
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FTER THEIR nuclear tests in May
1998, the Governments of India
and Pakistan sought to placate
international criticism by an-
nouncing that they did not intend con-
ducting more tests and promising to
control nuclear technology exports. They
have also notyet deployed nuclear weap-
ons. But, India and Pakistan have contin-
ued bu1ld1;fg up stocks of plutonium and
highly- ermched uranium for nuclear
in a flssﬂe materla] race with

consequences for their people.
ing this race would benefit both
tries. Using newly available com-
rcial satellite images they could verify
ajproduction freeze independently with
onsiderable confidence.

/ In December 1999, India’s Minister of
State for Atomic Energy announced plans
to construct a new plutonium production
reactor comparable to its 100 MW Dhruva
plant. The older 40 MW CIRUS reactor
(which produced the plutonium for the
1974 nuclear test) is currently being refur-
bished. India’s Rattehalli uranium en-
richment plant is likely to be used only to
produce fuel for the planned nuclear sub-
marine, and is of less immediate concern.
Pakistan, for its part, has recently com-
pleted its 40 MW reactor at Khushab and
continues operating its older Kahuta ura-
nium enrichment facility.

India and Pakistan would be better off
if they stopped the production of fissile
material for weapons purposes. However,
the atmosphere of mistrust and tension
between India and Pakistan, resulting
from the May 1998 tests and the subse-
quent Kargil war, makes even starting
talks a problem. Their limited nuclear
weapons capabilities also put a premium
on keeping secret the scale and oper-
ational characteristics of their facilities.
severely restricting if not eliminating pos-
sible on-site inspections to assess compli-
ance with any agreement. Rather than try
to resolve these difficulties straight away,
both India and Pakistan could follow the
example of the other nuclear states and
unilaterally declare a moratorium.

In parallel, India and Pakistan could
call on the nuclear weapon states (the
U.S., Russia, the U.K,, France and China)

(Ending the n-race / /

By Zia Mian, M. V. Ramana & Hui Zhang

N/

to formalise their existing moratoria on
fissile material production and, along
with Israel (the only other nuclear weap-
on state), start negotiations on reducing
existing fissile material stockpiles. This
initiative could, in turn, help free up the
global Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty
(FMCT) that has been stuck at the Confer-
ence on Disarmament in Geneva. The nu-
clear weapon states refuse to discuss their
stockpiles in that forum and most non-
nuclear weapon states insist that stocks

anyone to buy pictures showing structur-
es on the ground about one meter in size.

While less capable than military satel-
lites, commercial images are now sufti-
cient to detect nuclear facilities and,
often, to assess whether they are oper-
ating. For example, analysis of IKONOS
pictures released by the Federation of
American Scientists (available on the in-
ternet at www.fas.org) suggests the pres-
ence of water vapour emerging from the
large cooling towers used to remove the

Stopping fissile material production in South Asia is a
question of political commitment; the technical
capability to verify such a commitment is available.

must be addressed if the FMCT is to have
any disarmament value.

By instituting a moratorium, Pakistan
and India would do more than limit the
health, environmental and economic
consequences of large- scale fissile mate-
rial production. Pakistan could prevent
the escalation of an arms race that it can
ill-afford, and would certainly lose — by
an ever- increasing margin — if India
were to build and operate its planned
new reactor. Indian hardline concerns
would be addressed by a Chinese formal
commitment to not resume fissile materi-
al production as a response to U.S. de-
ployment of ballistic missile defence
systems. India would also be able to en-
gage with the other nuclear weapons
states to reduce their nuclear stockpiles,
thereby limiting the requirements on the
size of its own prospective arsenal, and
shape a disarmament agenda that it has
long been claiming to support.

Unlike the other nuclear weapon
states, India and Pakistan lack the capa-
bility to independently assess whether
the others (and especially each other)
were keeping their word. The U.S. and its
allies, and Russia, use various forms of
high-tech spying, including satellite im-
agery to closely monitor each other and
everyone else. However, recent develop-
ments in commercial satellite imaging,
notably the IKONOS satellite owned by
Space Imaging Inc., make it possible for
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heat generated by the operation of Pakis-
tan’s 40 MW Khushab reactor. This tell-
tale sign is the first independent
confirmation that Khushab is in fact op-
erational. Under an agreement to cease
fissile material production, which would
require shutting down the Khushab reac-
tor, evidence of water vapour plumes
would be a give-away. Thus, by inde-
pendently obtain images of each other’s
key nuclear facilities that are very reveal-
ing, India and Pakistan can gain confi-
dence in a declared moratorium. They
could, of course, gain even more contfi-
dence if they were to allow for some mon-
itoring within the country.

Similarly, the images of India's CIRUS
and Dhruva, the two reactors that are
used to produce weapon-grade plutoni-
um and part of a larger complex near
Mumbai, suggest characteristic patteris
forming as warm water carrying heat
from the reactors is discharged into the
ocean and begins to mix with seawater.
Infrared images from commercial satel-
lites such as Landsat 7 and ASTER,
launched last April and December re-
spectively, would enhance the already ex-
isting ability to monitor these cooling
water traces. Since discharges from both
reactors flow into the same body of water,
it would not be possible to separately
identify which reactor is operating. A fis-
sile material moratorium would require
both to be inoperative, and this could be

verified. The medical and commercial
isotope production at Dhruva, and pos-
sibly at Khushab, could be moved to nu-
clear power reactors in the respective
countries. To build confidence that these
power reactors are not contributing to the
nuclear weapons stockpile, they could be
put under international safeguards. At
present, both power reactors in Pakistan,
and four of the 12 in India are safeguard-
ed.

The shutdown of Pakistan’s Kahuta
uranium enrichment centrifuge plant
would be more difficult for India to verify
from current satellite images. One way
around this problem would be to look not
at the enrichment plant itself but at the
facility that produces the uranium hex-
afluoride gas, which is fed into Kahuta's
centrifuges. The production of uranium
hexafluoride is an energy intensive, high
temperature, chemical and electrochem-
ical process and may be detectable in
thermal images. Since Pakistan has no
use for uranium hexafluoride other than
producing fissile material for nuclear
weapons it would be feasible for its pro-
duction to stop under a moratorium.

Stopping fissile material production in
South Asia, like any other arms control or
disarmament measure, is a question of
political commitment; the technical ca-
pability to verify such a commitment is
available. A halt now to fissile material
production for weapons in South Asia,
announced unilaterally and independ-
ently verifiable by commercial satellite
images, offers an opportunity for Pakistan
and India to avoid the long, dangerous,
and expensive race that the U.S. and the
Soviet Union ran for 40 years.

At the same time, their initiative could
help push the nuclear weapons states to
deal more urgently with the reduction of
the vast stockpiles of nuclear weapons
and fissile material they have accumulat-
ed. The fissile material gap could be
closed by going down rather than up.

(The writers are physicists, the first two at
the Center for Energy and Environmental
Studies, Princeton University, and the third
at the Kennedy School of Government, Har-
vard University).
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Treaty (NPT) was extended indef-

initely in 1995. It was considered

a fine achievement by some. In-
dia called it the perpetuation of nuclear
hegemony of the permanent members of
Security Council who are also the major
nuclear powers. The vast majority of the
countries who signed up did it on the as-
surance that nuclear weapons would be
eliminated. Elimination of nuclear weap-
ons was part of the contract built into the
NPT. The nuclear weapon states were re-
quired to put into effect disarmament
measures which would lead to the elim-
ination of such weapons. In return, the
other states were to forego the option of
acquiring nuclear weapons. India did not
join the NPT on the ground that the treaty
did not link disarmament and elimina-
tion to any time-frame.

The NPT signatories decided in 1995
that a review of the progress made by the
treaty would be undertaken in April 2000.
The non- proliferation scene has, howev-
er, greatly changed in the five years since
the NPT came into effect. The review con-
ference, on since April 24, will find that
the outlook on non-proliferation has be-
come worse since the NPT was signed. in
1994, the U.S. had completed its Nuclear
Posture Review and had concluded that
nuclear weapons are essential to its secu-
rity needs. The U.S. remains committed
to retaining large nuclear arsenals. It is
also committed to first use of such weap-
ons and the doctrine of nuclear retalia-
tion even against non-nuclear
adversaries.

There has been no progress on nuclear
disarmament since the NPT was brought
into effect. On the START-II there is no
forward movement. The Russian Govern-
ment recently made public its stand on
nuclear weapons. It feels they are not on-
ly required but are vital to Russia’s securi-
ty interests. The U.S. policies of military
intervention and of the expanded role for
NATO have had much to do with it. Bri-
tain, France and China will also have
nothing to do with disarmament, until
the U.S. and Russia make substantial pro-
gress on reducing their nuclear weapon
stockpiles. Disarmament has become the
buck that does not stop. Some have la-

vu/’;

India may not be part of the NPT, but it has the

leverage to make an important impact. It needs
to play its part as a nuclear weapon state.

mented that disarmament is now a lost
ideal.

The nuclear tests of India and Pakistan
in 1998 have raised many questions on
the viability of the NPT. The tests broke
up the comfortable international struc-
ture based on the nuclear haves and
have-nots. The NPT signatories have
found that the treaty held no terrors to
either India or Pakistan. The sanctions
imposed consequent to the tests have
been weathered by the two countries. In-
dia did so, albeit not fully, by its economic
growth. On the other hand, Pakistan was
able to obtain essential economic re-
prieve as the sanctioning states did not
wish its economic collapse. The ineffec-
tiveness of the NPT was thus laid bare.
The double standards evident in the nu-
clear weapons states doing nothing on
disarmament while pushing others to
abide by the NPT have not been missed
by anyone.

The U.S. Senate has in the meanwhile
refused to ratify the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT), despite the U.S. Presi-
dent’s exhortations. The Republican
presidential candidate has made clear
that he does not think the treaty should
come into effect. The CTBT is not ratified
by Russia and China either. It seems un-
likely that the CTBT can be revived in the
near future. The inequity of asking others
to join the CTBT while three out of five
nuclear weapon states do not ratify it is
apparent to all. The non-proliferation re-
gime is, therefore, in a limbo and no one
knows how to get it moving again.

The review conference has no clear no-
tion of what initiatives it can take to make
non-proliferation and disarmament fea-
sible. It will have to address some tricky
problems. There is a need to reduce the
renewed emphasis placed in the last five
years on nuclear weapons. The five major
nuclear weapon states cannot seem to
bring themselves to move forward on re-
ducing the salience of nuclear weapons in
their security calculus. That would mean
that there is no hope for an eventual elim-

ination of nuclear weapons. It would also
mean that with the NPT in disarray, some
more states would obtain nuclear weap-
ons. The longstanding U.S. attitude of
protecting Israeli nuclear capability in
West Asia and doing deals with North Ko-
rea in East Asia are instances of the differ-
ing yardsticks applied on the subject.

The measure by which progress on the
NPT should be judged is another impor-
tant issue. That brings into question the
meaning of nuclear proliferation. Are nu-
clear tests of the kind undertaken by In-
dia and Pakistan the only kind of
proliferation? What about the redeploy-
ing of weapons and missiles by nuclear
states? They are also a form of prolifer-
ation since they increase fears and anx-
ieties and persuade other states to go
nuclear. The argument that the ABM
Treaty should be renegotiated is also a
form of proliferation, due to the impetus
it would give to new forms of weapons
and more states going nuclear. The trans-
fer of nuclear weapons and missile tech-
nologies by nuclear weapon states to
some while denying the same to others is
another form of proliferation. The notion
of proliferation will need to be enlarged, if
the NPT is to be revived.

The 2000 NPT review will in all likeli-
hood be used by the participating states
to berate each other instead of to reinvig-
orate the essential issue of disarmament.
The five nuclear powers will criticise In-
dia and Pakistan for having gone nuclear.
They will draw attention to the Security
Council and other resolutions. They will
reaffirm their determination to eliminate
the Indian-Pakistani capability while do-
ing nothing about their own stockpiles.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, has already fired the first
salvoes by statin t too much should

n the NPT as nuclear weapon states.
The nuclear powers will exhort India and

Pakistan not to deploy and target the
weapons and missiles, even as similar ac-
tions are ignored elsewhere.

* The non-nuclear states will criticise the
nuclear weapon states for their failures
on the disarmament front. Some useful
suggestions are being put out since the
NPT was shown up to be ineffective in
obtaining the ends of disarmament and
non-proliferation. One relates to bringing
the disarmament responsibilities of nu-
clear powers and the non-proliferation
commitments of the rest on an equal
footing. This involves creating an NPT
secretariat and consultative commission
to look at issues of NPT compliance.
There is a suggestion that a realistic dia-
logue be commenced with countries
whose security concerns require a nucle-
ar capability. A proposal that China, Bri-
tain and France also join the START
regime.

There is a U.N. Institute of Disarma-
ment Research report which places an
appropriate perspective on proliferation.
It states that there is “a need to resolve
the status of India and Pakistan to pro-
vide a context in which they could be ad-
dressed as de facto nuclear weapon
possessors, but without acceptance or re-
wards as such for their behaviour”.

In India, there are strident calls for In-
dia keeping well away from the NPT re-
view conference to safeguard its own
interests. On the other hand, the defining
event since the NPT was indefinitely ex-
tended in 1995 was the Indian decision to
acquire nuclear weapons. This is going to
figure large at the review conference.
Turning its face from the meeting would
harm the Indian case. There is need for
the Government to make a formal state-
ment addressed to the conference stating
India’s case. It can be made in New Delhi
by a senior Minister. The statement can
indicate willingness to examine the possi-
bilities of participating in a revised NPT
which acknowledges the reality of a nu-
clear India. It can reiterate India’s com-
mitment to disarmament and the basic
elements of the CTBT. India may not be
part of the NPT, but it has the leverage to
make an important impact on it. It needs
to play its part as a nuclear weapon state.

(The writer is Director, Delhi Policy Group.)



India, Pak asked (o
stop N-prggrammes
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Dhaka, February 29 X(\

INDIA AND Pakistan have been
yrged to cease the development,
manufacture, induction and

ployment of nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles while being
decused of “sabotaging” South
Asian cooperation.
- The call was made in the Dhaka
Declaration adopted during a
three-day conference here on
nuclear disarmament attended by
150 activist delegates from 14
gountries.

The Dhaka
Declaration

monic sta /whose nuclear
weapons représent the gravest
danger to global security, it said.

The conferenck, the declaration
said, deplored the hardening of
nuclear postures in the region, as
was evident in India’s draft nuclear
doctrine and Pakistan's announce-
ment of a command and control
structure.

Nuclearisation has increased
mutual suspicion and hostility
between India and Pakistan, clear-
ly reflected in the Kargil conflict, it
said, adding
that the rapidly

Dhaka Declaration ki

called on India
and Pakistan to dismantle their
huclear programmes, sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
gnd take up other restraint mea-
sures as steps towards nuclear dis-
S“rmament.
*, The declaration said by conduct-
mg nuclear tests in 1998 and
E.:ldertaking the development of
nuclear weapons and their delivery
tems, India and Pakistan have
igravely endangered their own and
ithe region's security and set back
{the global disarmament agenda.
i»'l'his nuglefrisation imitates hege-

security in the region.

security envi-
ronment cannot be redressed by
standard confidence-building and
crisis-defusing measures.

The declaration said India's and
Pakistan’s nuclearisation has _
undermined regional cooperation
and “sabotaged” the South Asjan
Association for Regional
Cooperation, It called upon the
other members of SAARC —
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Bhutan and the Maldives — to
pressure India and Pakistan to
enter into a dialogue for peace and
(IANS)




U.S. reaffirms

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 7. The United States remains
committe§] to achieving universal adherence to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and will continue
working td bring all remaining countries into the
fold.

In a statement on the 30th anniversary of the entry
into force of the NPT, the President, Mr. Bill Clinton,
argued that both the U.S. and Russia were cooperat-
ing to ensure that no further production of material
used for making nuclear weapons took place and
also on the safe storage of existing material and in-
ternationally-supervised elimination of surplus
stocks of nuclear materials.

“We will continue the U.S. moratorium on nuclear
tests and work to establish a universal ban through
the/ Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). The
Conference on Disarmament should take the next
essential step for global nuclear disarmament by ne-
gotiating a fissile material cutoff treaty without con-
ditions,” Mr. Clinton said.

“-" commitment to NPT

The Senate, last year, had rejected the CTBT, say-
ing that it was deeply flawed. The Clinton adminis-
tration has promised to persist with the passage of
this Treaty, but no one sees this as a realistic propo-
sition in a lame duck Presidency.

The President did not give a date as to when the
U.S. may be ready to eliminate all nuclear weapons,
but said the country was “committed” to the ulti-
mate elimination of all nuclear weapons. “‘Achieving’
this goal will be neither easy nor rapid. Accordingly,
the U.S. rededicates itself to work tirelessly and ex-
peditiously to create conditions that will make pos-
sible even deeper reductions in nuclear weapons,
and ultimately their elimination.”

During his coming visit to India, Mr. Clinton is
expected to talk about the NPT and the CTBT. Senior '
officials have said that even if Mr. Clinton set the
stage for a “new chapter’ in bilateral relations, there-
was unfinished business on the agenda, especially
on matters relating to nuclear issues where a lot of
ground is vet to be covered.
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BT is not the right

answer to

AT
b‘\\ / BY GEORGE W. Busa &7

u\tin: American defence must be the first focus of
esident, because it is his first duty to the Con-
stit§tion. Even in this time of pride and promise,
Amgyica has determined enemies, who hate our
values and reNent our success: terrorists and crime syndi-
cates and drugcartels and unbalanced dictators.

We must protect our homeland and our allies against mis-
siles and terror and blackmail. We must restore the morale
of our military, squandered by shrinking resources and
multiplying missions, with better training, better treatment
and better pay. And we must master the new technology of
war to extend our peaceful influence, not just across the
world, but across the years.

But military power is not the final measure of might. Our
realism must make a place for the human spirit. This spirit,
in our time, has caused dictators to fear and empires to fall.
The most powerful force in the world is not a weapon or a
nation but a truth: that we are spiritual beings, and that free-
dom is “the soul’s right to breathe.”

America cherishes that freedom, but we do not own it. We
value the elegant structures of our own democracy but
realise that, in other societies, the architecture will vary. We
propose our principles, we must not impose our culture.

Yet the basic principles of human freedom and dignity are
universal. People should be able to say what they think.
Worship as they wish. Elect those who govern them. These
ideals have proven their power on every continent.

An American president should promote a fully democrat-

ic western hemisphere, bound together by free trade. He
should defend America’s interests in the Persian Gulf and
advance peace in the Middle East, based upon a secure
Isracl. He must check the contagious spread of weapons of
mass destruction, and the means to deliver them. And he
should work with our strong democratic allies in Europe
and Asia to extend the peace.
_Two of Eurasia’s greatest powers, China and Russia, are
in transition. It is difficult to know their intentions when
they do not know their own futures. If they become Ameri-
ca’s friends, that friendship will steady the world. But if
not, the peace we seek may not be found.

We must see China clearly — not through the filters of
posturing and partisanship. China is rising, and that is
inevitable. Here, our interests are plain: We welcome a free
and prosperous China. We predict no conflict. We intend
no threat.

Yet the conduct of China’s government can be alarming
abroad, and appaling at home. Beijing has been investing
1ts growing wealth in strategic nuclear weapons, new bal-
llS(‘IC missiles, a blue-water navy, and a long-range airforce.
It is an espionage threat to our country. Meanwhile, the
State Department has reported that “all public dissent
against the party and government (has been) effectively
silenced.” China’s government is an enemy of religious
freedom and a sponsor of forced abortion policies.

If I am president, China will know that America’s values
are always part of America’s agenda. Our advocacy of
human freedom is not a formality of diplomacy, it is a fun-
damental commitment of our country.

And [ view free trade as an important ally in what Ronald
Reagan called “a forward strategy for freedom.” Economic
freedom creates habits of liberty. And habits of liberty cre-
ate expectations of democracy. Trade freely with China,
and time is on our side.

Russia stands as another reminder that a world increasing-
ly at peace is also a world in transition. Here, too, patience

global security

is needed — patience, consistency, and a principled
reliance on democratic forces.

Together Russia and the United States face an emerging
threat from rogue nations, nuclear theft and accidental
launch. All this requires nothing short of a new strategic
relationship to protect the peace of the world.

Under the mutual threat of rogue nations, there is a real
possibility the Russians could join with us and our friends
and allies to cooperate on missile defence systems. But
there is a condition. Russia must break its dangerous habit
of proliferation.

In halting proliferation, the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) is not the answer. I’ve said that our nation
should continue its moratorium on testing. Yet far more
important is to constrict the supply of nuclear materials and
the means to deliver them by making this a priority with
Russia and China.

Our nation must cut off the demand for nuclear weapons
by addressing the security concerns of those who renounce
these weapons. And we must diminish the attraction of
these weapons for rogue states by rendering them useless
with missile defence. The CTBT does nothing to advance
these goals. It does not stop proliferation, especially to
renegade regimes. It is not verifiable or enforceable. And it
would stop us from ensuring the safety and reliability of our
nation’s deterrent, should the need arise.

America must be involved in the world. But that does
not mean our military is the answer to every difficult
foreign policy situation or a substitute for strategy. Ameri- |
can foreign policy must be more than the management of |
crisis. It must have a great and guiding goal: to tum this
time of American influence into generations of democratic
peace.

Our nation must cut off the demand for
nuclear weapons by addressing the
security concerns of those who renounce
these weapons. And we must diminish the
attraction of these weapons for rogue
states by rendering them useless with
missile defence. The CTBT does nothing
to advance these goals. It does not stop
proliferation, especially to renegade .
regimes George Bush

America’s allies are currently spending
too little on their own defence. They are
increasingly indifferent to the serious
problems inherent in developing a defence
identity separate from Nato. And they
persist in avoiding coming to terms with
the necessity of forging a mutual defence
against threats to our interests outside
Europe. These failings require immediate
improvement and we must use the forms
of persuasion ————— John McCain
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PRESS TRUST OF IN
ISLAMABAD, FEB 7 C\ ,

T7
PAKISTAN on Sunday&aidv

even if it were to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), Islamabad would
not forego its right to conduct fur-
ther tests, if India did. ,
“Whether Pakistan and India
become parties to the CTBT or
not, that will not affect the nuclear
status of either country or their
right to maintain and even develop
their arsenals,” Forgign Minister
Abdul Sattar said here. *
“This non-discriminatory prin-
ciple is contained in article 14 of
the CTBTwhichwasincorporated
in 1996 and Pakistan was in the
forefront among movers of this
amendment,” Sattar told the offi-

" ¢ial AAP news agency in an inter-

view.
Before the amendment, Sattar
said, he had personally opposed

change it was no longer necessary
toopposeit.

On claims of critics that signing
the CTBT would result in rollback
of Islamabad’'s nuclear pro-
gramme, he said, “Tts only object is
to prohibit nuclear tests. Pakistan
will never agree to a roliback.”

“The treaty has been signed by

156 countries including not only all

other major Muslim countries, but
also China and Israel. Have they
agreed to give up nuclear options?
If either one does not become a
party, the treaty just cannot enter
into force. So its has become irrele-
vant which country signs first,” he
said. ‘

“Let us remember that deter-
rence does not depend on ultimate
sophistication of design. Pakistan
has possessed credible nuclear de-
terrence since before we con-
ducted tests in May 1988 ... main-
tenance of credible nuclear

CTBT will not mean ca

on right to N-tests: Pak

deterrence capability is indispens-
able for our security,” he said.
Asked if similation tests were
enough for updating Islamabad’s
nuclear deterrence, the Foreign
Minister said research and devel-
opment “contribute to upgrada-
tion of technology”. “That canand

will continue even if and whenthe
.CTBT comesintoforce”. Pakistan

will dlso “be free to expand its arse-
*nal,” he added. ‘

He said Islamabad did not
need a “certificate” for its nuclear
status and the international com-
munity “does net deny this fact.
Pakistan is a nuclear weapon state
and signing the CTBT will not al-
ter its status”.

On US Deputy Secretary of
State Strobe Talbot’s statement ac-
knowledging India as a de facto
nuclear state, the Pak Foreign
Minister said US Assistant Secre-
tary of State Karl Inderfurth had
said the same about Pakistan.
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~" Let us convince
India, Pak on CTBT:~
U.S. tells Russia |
|

WASHINGTON, FEB.11. The U.S. Sec-
retary of state, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright, has urged Russia to work
with the U.S. in bringing India
and Pakistan “‘back from the nu-
clear precipice” and making thern
sign the CTBT as they both (U.S.
And Russia) have “powerful rea-

sons” and “interest” to attai
these goals. HD \ ‘) )/
“We both'have an infef€st in

walking India and Pakistan back l
from the nuclear precipicg, and in l
|
|

n_

reinforcing global normps that

were challenged by thos¢ coun-

tries’ nuclear blasts,” Ms. Albright

said in a speech at the diplomatic

academy in Moscow on February

2, which was releasedghereov\'.v,,zm\
s

Continuing her cru dé%o rope
in Iridia and Pakistan into the
CTBT and impose the U.S. ideas
on nuclear issues, she said, “we
both have an interest inbringing
the Comprehensive Tést Ban
Treaty (rejected by the U.S. Sen-
ate) into force, and in maintain-
ing our respective moratoria on
testing until we do.” She said,
“Russia and the U.S. have a host
of powerful reasons to work to-
gether to prevent the spread of
weapons of mass destruction and
missiles that carry them.”

However, if U.S. and Russia
have differences on the issue, it
would be a ‘troubling sign,” she
said. Ms. Albright created a furore
on Tuesday when she said that
the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clin-
ton’s forthcoming trip to India
should not be taken as a vindica-
tion of New Delhi’s policies and
that issues of nuclear prolifera-
tion and Kashmir remain to b
addressed. — PTI /
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" In Testing Times
Repefyssions of Signing the C'TBT

!

N an ideal world, perhaps of the

future, there will be no nuclear
weapons. But in today’s world, hos-
tile and armed, in which the nuclear
powers refuse to dismantle their
stockpile of weapons, India would
like to keep its nuclear option
open. This is clearly enunciated in
the ‘nuclear doctrine’. Given this,
should we or shouldn’t we sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT)? Politically, there seem
to be reasons both for and
against signing, but scientifically
the inexorable conclusion is
that India today has no option
but to keep testing.

Significant Achievement

This conclusion is based on four
grounds: (1) improving the ther-
monuclear device; (2) weaponisa-
tion (3) limitations of computer
simulations; and (4) fourth-genera-
tion nuclear weapons. Three de-
vices were detonated simultane-
ously on May 11 1998: a pure fission
device, a thermonuclear device,and
a sub-kiloton fission device, and
their combined yield was around 55
kilotons. The pure fission device

- had a yield of 15 kilotons. The ther-
monuclear device had two parts: a
‘boosted-fission’ trigger, and the
actual thermonuclear part. The
boosted-fission trigger would have
yielded at least 20 kilotons, which
means the thermonuclear yield of
this device could only be around 20
kilotons. About 400 grams or only
around 500 ml of LiDT is needed to
produce this much energy.

In my judgment, this is a very
small volume for the core of the fu-
sion secondary. It, therefore, seems
that the secondary (fusion) device
burnt only partially, perhaps less
than 10 per cent. To get any burn at
all in such a complex device is in it-
self a significant achievement, but
clearly the next step would be to
improve the device to get greater
burn, leading to greater efficiency
and smaller - size. This would
require design changes in the ther-
monuclear device, and further
tests will be needed to validate the
improved design.

Even if we decide not to improve
on the present thermonuclear de-
sign, what has been tested is only a
thermonuclear device. To go from a
device to a nuclear weapon, i.e. to
weaponise, is a big step. Such a sys-
tem will need to be light, compact
and reliable. One has to deliver a
design and a system that can be

. used _bvft,h'q‘ plilitary in a field envi-

By P KIYENGAR

ronment. There are issues of safety,
reliability and command and con-
trol systems. These changes could
be validated only through further
tests: one cannot ask the military to
accept weapons based only on
computer simulations.

Technical arguments for signing
the CTBT often run as follows: we
have confirmed the validity of our
computer simulations using data
from Pokhran I and Pokhran II.
These computer codes can, there-
fore, be used to design nuclear
weapons. If any further changes are
made to these computer codes, we
can revalidate them using sub-criti-
cal tests that are not barred by
the CTBT. Therefore, it is all right
to sign the CTBT.

Of the total of six tests, five were
fission devices, and only one was a
fusion device. The physics of fission
and fusion devices, and hence the
computer codes used to model
them, are very different. Therefore,
for the fusion device, we really have
only one test with which to check
the computer simulation. In any
case, fusion (and, for that matter,
fission) devices are extremely com-
plex systems with a large number
of variable parameters. It is unwise
to benchmark a computer simula-

tion of a full-scale explosion using

data from just one test.

Thermonuclear Devices

Even as we are arguing about the
CTBT, research is going on in the
US and other countries on new
nuclear technologies, the so-
called “fourth-generation nuclear
weapons’, that may completely by-
pass the strictures of the CTBT or
the NPT. This is a serious issue that
has been ignored in this country.
One possibility being pursued is
the use of a non-fission trigger for
fusion devices. Nobel Laureate
Hans Bethe, one of the great physi-
cists of this century who played a
leading role in the development of
the first atomic bomb, has empha-
sised this in a letter written to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton in April 1997,
where he has urged that the US
cease working on all new types of
nuclear weapons, such as these
‘pure fusion” weapons.

Other possibilities for develop-
ing fourth-generation nuclear
weapons also  exist.  Such
weapons could, in the future,
lead to a new class of weaponry
that does not fall within the
purview of present treaties. Coun-
tries like India, which have caught
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up with today’s nuclear technology,
wiil again be left behind.

The fundamental political deci-
sion that the country has to take is
whether or not to weaponise. If the
decision is to weaponise, as the nu-
clear doctrine suggests, then, as 1
have argued here, there is no op-
tion but to test. I would like to em-
phasise that thermonuclear devices
are better for weaponisation and
deployment, because they are com-
pact, light, use less sensitive materi-
al and offer better safety features.
For example, a boosted-fission
thermonuclear device can be as
light as 200 kg, compared to a pure-
fission device that can weigh as
much as 800 kg and more. It 1s for
this reason that most of America’s
nuclear weapons are fusion
weapons. Therefore, my focus here
has been on the inadequacy of just
one thermonuclear test of low
yield, for weaponisation.

Political Consensus

In the US Senate hearings on the
CTBT, Richard Garwin, a distin-
guished weapons’ scientist and
chairman of their arms control and
non-proliferation advisory board,
argued strongly for ratifying the
CTBT. In his statement, he said: “It
is possible to build simple nuclear
weapons without nuclear explosion
tests, but there will always be a nag-
ging doubt whether or how well
they will perform,” and, “without
nuclear tests of substantial yield, it
is difficult to build compact and
light fission weapons, and essential-
ly impossible to have any confi-
dence in a large-yield two-stage
thermonuclear weapon.” From the
American perspective, this is a
strong argument for the US ratify-
ing the CTBT, pressuring India to
follow suit, and thus freezing our
efforts. From the Indian perspec-
tive, the same argument makes
an even stronger case for not
signing the CTBL.

It is my thesis that we are just at
the beginning of a weaponisation
programme for this country. Of
course, the decision of whether or
not to weaponise is a political, not a
scientific, one. Scientifically, it is
clear that there can be no weaponi-
sation without further testing: the
question of when, where, and how
many further tests will be required,
is a matter of detail. But if the
political consensus is to weaponise,
we cannot tie our

hands by signing the ~. ~.
CTBT at thisstage. | @ | @




“Persuading India,
Pak. to sign

BT ‘not easy’

P . £ V’
WA\/éﬂlNGTON, FEB 19. The U.S. has
said it was “not ¢asy”’ to convince

_ India and Pakistgn to give up the
right to condudt nuclear tests
when Washington retained it, but
said it would continue its efforts
in the interests of the internation-
al community.

“Persuading India and Pakistan
to formalise their testing morato-
ria through the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty is a major goal of
the international community... as
it would help in heading off an
arms race in South Asia,” senior
advisor to the President, Mr. Bill
Clinton, on nuclear proliferation,
Mr. John Holum, told mediaper-
sons here yesterday.

But it was “‘not easy'’ as the U.S.
was yet to ratify the CTBT. Mr.
Clinton’s efforts in this direction
suffered a setback when the Sen-
ate rejected it last year.

Ruling out the possibility of the
issue being considered by the
Senate this year, Mr. Holum said,
“we hope to make real progress
on correcting misperceptions that
arose during the debate answer-
ing legitimate questions and ex-
plaining how the CTBT supports
our larger national security strate-

i

gy.

The CTBT would also strength-
en the Nuclear Non- Proliferation
treaty, which permitted only the
five permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council to retain
nuclear weapons.

The U.S. had everything to gain
by ratifying the treaty, as it could.
withdraw from the treaty in “‘su-
preme national interest” amd re-
sume testing. - PTI
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Pakistan in no hurry

to 81gn n CT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s govern-
ment is in no hurry to sign the
CTBT, foreign minister Abdul Sat-
tar said on Tuesday. Before signing
the treaty, Pakistan will evolve a na-
tional consensus, he said.

“The government is in no hurry
to make a decision, let alone sign
the treaty,” Sattar told a seminar
looking at the impact on Pakistan
should Islamabad sign the CTBT.
“The final decision will not be
made unless an informed consen-
sus emerges as to what will best
serve the interest of our country.”

Sattar said Pakistan would get a
moral edge over India if it is the
first to sign. “Not signing the treaty
has identifiable costs, but no bene-
fits. Signing the CTBT has no iden-
tifiable costs even though the bene-
fits, too, are more intangible than
concrete.” '

BT: S

ttar

51gnst e treaty, hel army-led gov-
ernment is comgnitted to a mini-
mum nuclear dpterrence defense
strategy. Howeyer, neither India
nor Pakistan hat spelled out how
many nuclear weapons and what
kind would constitute a minimum
nuclear deterrence.

“Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s gov-
ernment is determined to maintain
a robust and credible deterrent ca-
pability,” Sattar said. But Pakistan,
as a declared nuclear weapons
state, remains conscious of its oblig-
ations to the world community and
is committed to its policy of restrain
and responsibility, he said.

Sattar said the signing of the
treaty will not “strangulate” Pak-

.istan’s nuclear programme or force

the country to roll it back. The
treaty does not effect Pakistan’s
right to maintain or enhance its nu-
clear stockpile, he said. (Agencies)

Regardless of whether Pakistan
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any US pressure
on signing CTBT

{- /
Islamabad, January 23 \X x,

(EAKISTAN‘S CHIEF Executive
Gen. Pervez Musharraf said that
Islamabad was under no pressure
from the US to sign the CTBT and
would take a decision on signing
the treaty after a national consen-

sus on the jssue.z
“They (the ericans) appreci-

ated the debate in newspapers on
CTBT and did not mention any
timeframe for signing the treaty,”
Musharraf told the Nation and
Nawa-i-Waqr newspaper in a panel-
Interview yesterday.

“I want to assure you that we are
not in a hurry to sign the CTBT.
And there is no internal pressure
on me. We will sign when there is a
national consensus and when it is
in the interest of the country.”

Gen. Musharraf also denied
there was any rift in the Army and
said all the corps commanders
were with him.

“I am in charge and in military
there is unity of command,” he
said, dismissing the whisper cam-
paign that there was any split in the
. Army.

“I have never felt more confident
and comfortable.”

Referring to the visits by
American leaders to Pakistan, Gen

Musharraf said the foremost US
concern related to terrorism.

Gen musharraf  said  the
Americans were concerned about
the Saudi dissident Osama Bin
Laden, whose organisation they
regarded to be involved in terror-
ism.

They also expressed concern
over Maulana Masood Azhar's
statement that he will eliminate
America. He dispelled impressions
that America had warned Pakistan
on issues related to terrorism.

“The Americans have not
warned us on terrorism issues at
all.” He said US Assistant
Secretary of State Karl Inderfurth
and other American delegations
accepted that Kashmir was a core
issue between India and Pakistan
and this was also accepted by
President Bill Clinton.

Asked to comment on US pres-
sure on his government to restore
civil rule, Gen Musharraf said it
was not possible to give a time
frame and the Americans had
accepted his position.

“I have no plans to join politics.”
He said the process of accountabil-
ity will continue and that large
number of politicians will be dis-
qualitied on charges of corruption.

(Agencies)
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Secondary prolifer 19}1
threat worries U.S.™ %t

LANGLEY (US.): The CIA’s chief
. of intelligence analysis said he is
concerned about growingevidence
of “secondary proliferation” as
“* countries striving to obtain nuclear,
biological and chemical weapons
. share information with other aspi-
rants.

“I would say the problem of pro-
liferation of weapons of mass de-
struction is becoming more complex
and difficult,” CIA deputy director
for intelligence John McLaughlin
said in a recent interview with
Reuters at the CIA headquarters.

“We're starting to see more evi-
dence of what I might call a kind of
secondary proliferation. That is
more evidence of sharing of infor-
mation and data among countries
that are striving to obtain
weapons,” said Mr McLaughlin,
who is privy to information from
spies, satellites and intercepted
communication.

The concern is that once some of
those countries attain such capabil-
ities they will turn around and help
other aspirants acquire similar
weapons. “As the systems mature in
the obvious countries like North
Korea and Iran, they themselves
have the potential to start becom-
ing sources of proliferation as dis-
tinct from aspirants. And that be-
gins to complicate the whole pic-
ture,” Mr McLaughlin said.

CIA director George Tenet is
scheduled to give his annual
“World Threat Assessment” at a
Senate intelligence committee
hearing on Wednesday where
. threats to U.S. national security
such as proliferation of weapons of
.. mass destruction, state-sponsored

“terrorism” and non-state “terrpr-
ists” will be discussed.

The spy agency’s analytical unit
helped prepare that report, but Mr
McLaughlin would not comment
on it, saying he did not know what
Mr Tenet would choose to high-
light. The New York Times last
week reported that the CIA told
the White House it can no longer
rule out the possibility that Iran
may be able to make a nuclear
weapon. Iran rejected that report,
saying it did not need to resort to
nuclear weapons.

The CIA’s job of monitoring po-
tential overseas threats to the U.S.
has become more difficult as adver-
saries become more masterful at
“denial and deception,” Mr
McLaughlin said. “In the intelli-
gence business it’s an art form unto
itself, it is how do you deny informa-
tion to the other side and how do
you deceive the other side?” he said.

He said there were 16 or 17 coun-
tries developing biological and
chemical weapons that the CIA
watched closely, alert for signs of
any deployment plans in areas such
as West Asia where U.S. forces are
based. Getting the information on
them was difficult, Mr McLaughlin
said.

“Making the task more difficult
is that groups hostile to the U.S.
have growing access to sophisticat-
ed technology. They use laptop
computers and commercial encryp-
tion,” he added. CIA analysts piece
together information streaming in
from spies, satellite imagery, inter-
cepted communications, news out-
lets and the Internet to identify po-
tential threats. (Reuters)
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