CIS forms unit to
" fight terrorism

By Vladimir Radyuhin N \ anti- terrorist centre.

MOSCOW, DEC. 1. Members of the
Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) have approved the
establishment of an anti-
terrorist centre to fight religious
extremism and separatism.

The decision, initially taken
by the Interior Ministers of the
organisation last March, was
ratified on Friday by CIS heads
of state at a one-day summit in
Minsk, capital of Belarus.

The Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, said the centre
was unprecedented in world
practice and would coordinate
efforts to fight “international
terrorism’’ chiefly in two
regions — the Caucasus and
Central Asia.

Russia is waging a second
military campaign against
Islamic separatists in Chechnya
in the North Caucasus and is
giving military assistance to ex-
Soviet Central Asian states in
fighting the scourge of Islamic
extremism from Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan.

The CIS leaders have
appointed General Boris
Mylnikov of the Russian Federal
Security Service to head the

The centre will have a staff of
60 and will be financed jointly
by CIS states. A joint data bank
on terrorists and their financial
supporters has already been set
up in Moscow.

In a separate meeting during
the CIS summit, the Russian
and Belarussian Presidents, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, and Mr.
Alexander Lukashenko, signed
an accord on introducing a
single currency for their two
countries in keeping with last
year’s treaty on creating a
Russian-Belarus union state.

Under the agreement, Belarus
will switch over to using the
Russian rouble as its currency
from Jan. 1, 2005. Three years
later, the two countries will
establish a joint currency.

The Minsk summit was
attended by 11 out of 12 CIS
leaders.

The President of
Turkmenistan, Mr. Saparmurad
Niyazov, stayed out, saying he
was not interested in the anti-
terrorist centre directed against
the Taliban, with which
Turkmenistan maintains good
relations.
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CIS to deploy troops in Uzbekistan

‘\;22 VO By Vladimir Radyuhin q)‘ AL
OW, JUNE 20. The Commonwealth of I
pendent States (CIS) may deploy a multi- ha-
tional military force in Uzbekistan to repulse a
possible Islamist intrusion from Afghanist

a Moscow daily has said. i

The proposal to station a rapid reaction
force in Uzbekistan, which shares a border
with Afghanistan, was discussed at a meeting
of the CIS Defence Ministers held in Moscow
on Monday in the run-up to the Common-
wealth’s summit on Wednesday, high-ranking
sources told the Izvestia daily.

The rapid reaction force will be part of a CIS
anti- terrorist centre that is being set up in
Moscow. The Foreign Ministers of the CIS
states on Tuesday approved the centre’s char-
ter. According to Izvestia, the request to de-
ploy a military force in Uzbekistan has come
from its President, Mr, Islam Karimov, who
fears attacks of ethnic Uzbek rebels based in
Afghanistan. The newspaper quoted a partici-
pant in the CIS Defence Ministers meeting as

1

describing the situation on the alhance S
southern borders as “fraught with war” rather
than “local incursions by drug traffickers and *
Islamic extremists.”

Russia’s Interfax news agency reported last
week that Afghanistan’s Taliban was massing
men and arms close to the border with Uz-
bekistan in what looked like preparations for -
an attack on Kunduz and Baglan, strongholds
of the opposition Northern Alliance. Interfax
said the Taliban had stationed upto 250 men
as well as tanks and missiles at the river port of
Khairoton, 15 km south of the Uzbek border
town of Termez. It said 12 tanks, 15 Stinger
missile launchers, several large- calibre ma-
chine guns, armoured troop carriers, and anti-
aircraft guns had been deployed near a railway
bridge connecting Afghanistan with the for-
mer Soviet Union.

Tensions between the Taliban and the for-
mer Soviet states of Central Asia escalated af-
ter a series of threats by Russian officials to
launch ‘“‘preventive” strikes on Taliban bases
allegedly used to train rebels from Chechnya.
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MOSCOW, JUNE21.In a unitedgtg)w
of resistance to U.S. plans to de-
ploy a national missile defence
shield, the leaders of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States
(CIS) called today at their Mos-

ow summit meeting for the pres-
ervation of the 1972 ABM treaty.

The Presidents of the 12 former
Soviet republics said in a state-
ment that the anti-ballistic mis-
sile treaty signed by the United
States and the Soviet Union must
remain the “foundation of global
strategic stability, international
security and peace around the
world.”

Failure to do so would under-
mine ‘“‘steps toward the further
reduction of strategic nuclear ar-
maments,” Interfax news agency
quoted from the document.

The Russian President, Mr. Vla-
dimir Putin, said the declaration
was “‘a further small cornerstone
contributed by the CIS states to
international security.”

It was adopted after discussion
of U.S. efforts to bend the terms of
the ABM treaty to allow deploy-
ment of an anti- missile umbrella
against possible attack by third
countries, he said.

Russia has for months fought
U.S. plans for the shield, which it
says could herald the collapse of a
number of key existing defence
treaties on nuclear and conven-
tional military forces.

Mr. Putin then said during talks

,

MOSCOW SUMMIT / US. PLANMISTED

rs defend ABM treaty

The Georgian President, Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze (from left), the Armenian President, Mr. Robert
Kocharian, the Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, and the Azerbaljanl President, Mr. Geider
Aliev, pose during a summit of leaders of former Soviet republics in the Kremlin in Moscow on

Tuesday. — AP

earlier this month with the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and
other European leaders that such
a system might be broadened to
include Russia and European
members of NATO.

The one-day Moscow summit
was still expected to focus on joint
CIS efforts to combat internation-
al terrorism, which Russia mainly

fears in the form of Islamic extre-
mists penetrating its southern
frontiers.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Putin called for deeper coopera-
tion between the CIS member-
states, the [tar-Tass news agency
said.

Ahead of tomorrow’s anniver-
sary of the invasion of the Soviet

Union by Nazi Germany on June
22, 1941, Mr. Putin said, “all of
our peoples and nations survived
this test.”

The CIS is currently a loose or-
ganisation comprising Russia,
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Geor-
gia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakh-
stan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. —
DPA
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