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The Koreas in India’s P
\\E

HE recent visit by US Secretary

of State Madeleine Albright to
North Korea has been overshad-
owed by events as disparate as the
vivlence in Palestine to reports
about match-fixing in cricket.
But the Pyongyang palaver has a
certain historicity and strategic im-
port to it that could lead to a re-
arrangement in the major powers
matrix in East Asia, and the
relevance of these developments for
Indta warrants scrutiny.

The Albright visit marks the first
such high-level contact between the
US and North Korea since the Ko-
rean War (1950-53) and could, per-
haps, pave the way for a visit by 1S
President Bill Clinton to the Hermit
Kingdom before he lays down of-
fice. This would be a major punctua-
tion in US foreign policy but the
nettlesome issue that remains to be
resolved 1s that of WMD
weapons of mass destruction — par-
ticularly long-range ballistic missiles
of North Korean provenance.

North Korea's WMD aspirations
and intent have had a profound im-
pact on the global strategic weapon
discourse — particularly in Asia.
Even as Mr Bill Clinton was enter-
ing the White House in 1993, Py-
ongyang's nuclear programme was
deemed suspect though it was a
noen-nuclear weapon state under the
NPT. Subsequently, North Korea
threatened to withdraw from the
treaty for security reasons, implying
thereby that it would develop nu-
clear weapons, causing dismay
among the US and its allies. This re-
mains unique in the annals of the
NPT and a complicated round of
negotialions with promises of pow-
er reactors and oil supplies allowed
Pyongyang to suspend its withdraw-
al and be shepherded back into the
fold in 1994.

However, the North Korean mis-
sile programme remains a source of
anxiety. On April 6, 1998 Pakistan
Llest-fired a4 Ghauri missile which is
believed to be a North Korean
Nodong missile. This was [ollowed
by India's nuclear tests on May 11
and one may infer that this was the
final catalyst for the Indian WMD
initiative. Later, on August 31, 1998
North Korea tested a three-stage
Tacpodong missile over Japan and
this, in turn, led to the frenzied de-
batc about theatre missile and na-
tional missile defences — TMDs
and NMDs — that are likely to re-
ceive a 360 billion funding
if Mr George Bush wins the
November 7 election.

The 1S is determined 1o fetter

By C UDAY BHASKAR

the Pyongyang missile programm
and restrain their export to aspi
rants inclhuding Pakistan, Libya an
Iraq and a complex carrot-stick pol
icy is being evolved. Negotialions if
Kuala Lumpur at the time of writin
may yet lead to a breakthrough ang
these deliberations have consider
able significance for the Indian se-
curity establishment. Pakistan's
links with the North Korean WMD)
programme go back to the carly
1970s and the Zulfigar Bhuttq
days and this was consolidated in
the 1991-93 phase when many
Pakistani scientists and techniciang
visited Pyongyang.

Currently, Islamabad's WMD cal
pability is shrouded in predictablg
secrecy and yet it is imperative for
India and Pakistan to arrive at a
consensual level of mutuality to sta
bilise their nascent WMD capabili
ties. Any form of transparency i3
welcome and North Korea (along
with China} holds the key toa bef
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o NorthKorea'sWMD =/
aspirations have hada -
profound effect on global
strategic weapon discourse

e The US aims to fetter
Pyongyang's missile
programme through a carrot
and stick policy

o Though South Korea is an
important player in East Asia,
india associates it more with
cars and consumer goods

o India must engage both
Kareas at all levels

ter comprehension of the Pakistani
WMD profile.

At the macro level, this has been
a dizzying year for Korea-related
developments. In June there was a
historic summit between the two
Koreas as a result of South Korean|
President Kim Dae Jung's ‘sun-
shine' policy, which led to a Nobel|
Peace Prize. Unification is a long
way off but the possibility of a rap-
prochement between the two Kore-
as is tantalising. This exigency will
lead to a significant re-alignment of|
the current military stand-off in the
peninsula, The US now has 37,000
troops stationed there with formi-
dable back-up capability and the
rationale for this force projection
may weli disappear.

But the US military presence is
not Korea-specific and has deep im-
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plications [0} the other East Asjan
states. Till retently it was averred
that the regidn is akin to a bottle
with four scofpions warily eveing
each other — China, Japan, North
and South Korea respectively —
with the US military as the presence
that contained the latent suspicion
and aggression deeply embedded in
centurjes of oppression. Korea-re-
lated developments have elicited in-
tense Interest among the other ma-
jor powers and both China and Rus-
sia have already established contact
with Pyongvang. The Eurapean
Union is folowing suit.

For India, both North and South
Korea have deep relevance. India's
recent links with the region go back
to the Korean war when Dellu was a
valuable conduit for the US and In-
dian medical troops assisted the UN
command. It may be recalled that
the 60 para field ambulance under
Lt-Col A G Rangaraj rendered yeo-
man service and is perhaps the only
Indian Army unit to have received a
special mention in the UK House of
Commons and a US Army meritori-
ous citation for lives saved.

Today, South Korea is an impor-
tant player in the region but is asso-
ciated with cars and consumer
goods in the Indian conscicusness
that is more aware of China and
Japan. Economically Seoul is on the
path of resurgence after the East
Asian economic crisis and has a
GDP (3426 billion in 1998) that is
comparable to India but with a pop-
ulation of just 47 million. The GDP
growth rate is close to 10 per cent
and the South Korean won is the
only currency to have appreciated
against the US dollar in recent
months, With forex reserves of $91
billion, Seoul 1s a major investor and
few may be aware that as of 1999
approvals, South Korea has over-
taken the US as the largest FDI
source for India.

‘lhus, the Korean relevance for
india spans the bandwidth from po-
litical, economic and military issues
but can be nurtured only by the so-
cietal component. Seoul is becom-
ing an 1T destination for the Indian
professional but there are many
camplementarities that need to be
nurtured from automobiles to ship-
building. The Koreans on both sides
of the Yalu River are a doughty peo-
ple -~ and the challenge for India ts
to engage them in their own right.
Encouraging half a million Indians
in a one billion mass to learn the
Korean language could be termed a
preliminary 'strategic’ initiative.
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government decided the

people should have new
identity cards -- smart, with
multiple functions. The project
would cost more than ¥ 38 mil-
lion and would take seven
years to implement.
The proposal to introduce @

IN October, the Hong Kong

March, June and early
November. There was no publie
consultation  although  the
scheme would have profound
implications.

The smart 1D card could lead
to invasion of privacy, theft of
persenal data or even political
surveillance. The question that
must be asked is “what does the
government intend to do with
so much sengitive data conve-
nienily stored in one card?
Many eountries do not have ID
cards, since it is regarded as 2
form of control. At present, only
Finland and Malaysia have
started issuing multi-applica-
tion government smart cards.
To underline the control ohjec-
tive, the issuanee of 1D cards in
Hong Kong has always been
the respunsibility of the immi-
gration department, which
operates under the supervision
of the Security Bureau.

For many decades, the British
colonial authorities had condi-
tioned the Hong Kong people
into aceepting 1} cards as a
means of detecting illegal
immigrants and overstayers.
The police use ID card checks
as a pretext for stupping and
searching millions of people
every year.

Now it seems the Special
Administrative Region govern-
ment wants to tighten such
control by using new technolo-
gv. A smart [D card wonld enn-
veniently carry all kinds of sen-
sitive personal data. This may
enable government depart-
ments to have direct access o
the personal data of citizens.
Surcly this must be disturbing
to people who do not want to
live in a police state.

But it seems the administra-
tion of Tung Chee-Hwa is
determined 1o push  this
through. The tactic is 1o keep it
low key and try to rush it
through the Legislative Council
with minimam fuss, In July,
when parties were busy prepar-
ing for the September elactions,
the government set up a steer-
ng committee to study the
multi-application smart 1D
card. The committee concen-
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/po itical surveillance, says EMILY LAU,
intgnds moving a debate motion in the Legco

Aprivacy, theft of persanal data or eve

smart ID card was discussed 1
the Legislative Council in\ tfated on the convenience and

enefits the smart ID card
could bring. It also locked at
how the service could be pro-
vided in a cost-effective manner
and the importance of main-
taining flexibility to cater for
development in technology and
fiture requirements,

In October, the sccretary for
security, Regina Ip, spearhead-
ed the campaign to promote the
smart ID card. Mrs Ip said the
smart card is preferable to the
current II) card because it can
employ sophisticated tech-
nigues to protect the data and
prevent fraudulent alteration.
It has mulliple functions
because it can be used as a dri-
ving license and a library card.

It can also be used to facilitate
change of address, electronic
voling and provide access to
health records in emergencies.
WeTe also told that it can be
used to promote ecommerce by
providing capacity to store digi-
1al certificates. A digital certifi-
cate i3 an electronic identity
card issued by the certification
authority to facilitate electranic
transactions.

If digital certificates can be
stored in smart ID cards, so the
argument goes, it would pro-
vide the incentive for more peo-
ple to use the digital certifi-
cates, and that in turn would
drive e-commerce development.
We're also told the smart ID
card can enhance Hong Kong's
financial infrastructure. It can
be used for issuing e-money
and for electronic payment if an
e-purse is installed in the card.
Il iz evident the government
mainly concentrated on the
convenience and technological
advancement of a smart D
card. Public concern about
invasion of privacy, identity
theft and misuse of personal
data were not seriously can-
vassed. Responding to these
concerns, Securily Bureau offi-
cials said the ecard-holders
would have a choice on the type
of information they want to put
on the smart card. Thisis a step
in the right direction, but we
must proceed cautiously.

On the most sensitive question

of privacy, onc would have
thought that the privagy com-
missioner for personal data
would be consulted and his
views incorporated into the
paper sent to the Legjslative
Council. Also, that was pot the
case. Legislators were tpld the
immigration department has
been maintaining a dijalogue
with the privacy commissioner
to see how issues of privacy
could be properly addressed.

For eliciting the people’s views,
the Security Panel of the
Legislative Council will hold a
special meeting on 11
November on the subject. I
urge the people and organisa-
tions which have strong views
on the subject to present them.
We will also invite the privacy
commisgioner to attend the spe-
cial mecting.
In December, I intend moving
a motion debate in the
Legislative Council on the
desirability of having a| smart
ID card. This will give mem-
bers a chance to concentrate on
the subject and air their |views.
Besides looking at the privacy
problem and the question of
possible political surverilance,
we must be satisfied that the
exercise would not include a
new assessment of the right of
abode for the ID card-holders.
In other words, it must be made
clear that people who are per-
manent residents enjoving the
right of abode at present will
not have that right taken away
because of the screening they
have to go through when|apply-
ing for the new ID cards,
The government should|set up
a simple procedure for anyone
wishing to view all the data
stored on his or her smart card,
The card-holder should be able
to have acress to a recorq of the
occasions on which access was
made 1o the data on the|smart
card and by whom.
For Hong Kong to adopt a
smart II) card is no small mat-
ter. 1t is surprising that the
Chief Executive, Mr Tung, did
not see fit to include it |in his
recent policy address.
kind of personal data does
government. wish to
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from the people in this seven-
vear exercise? Why should all
these data be made available
on one card?

If modern technology cannot
prevent theft and cther forms
of abuse, why should Hong
Kong take this risk? Will people
be forced to divulge sensitive
information about their nation-
ality when they apply for the

1ighten control?

new [D card? Will people who
have the right of abode now
lose that right? T hope we will
have a lively debate before wo
take a final decision on this
most important subject.

fThe author is a member of the
Legislative  Council, Hong
Kong, who contributes occasion-
ally to The Statesman)
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SEQUL: Oh, 1o be in Korea at the present june
ture when history is in the making there. A
syraposium ob “"Changes ty inter-Korean rela-
tions” took me ta Seowd for a week-long visit
that provided an opportunity for gethering
first-hand information on the mementous but
daunting task. undertaken by the govern-
ments of the two Koreas as part of the efforts
for peaceful reunification. This was the ob-
jective set out by their heads, the South Ka-
rean President, Me. Kim Dae-jung, and the
North Korean Chairman of the Natiooal De-
fence Commission, Mr. Kim Jeng-ih ar their
summynit on Juse 15 o the Nordh Koreast cap-
ital, Pyangyvang, the first face-to-face meeting
of s type. since the two parts separded in
1948 and fought a bloody war,

The opporiunity was also useful in cvabuat-
ing the progress of the steps initined o far o
toplement the agreements reached by the top
teaders -~ and the evonis since then, I the
sunmnndt was miigue in the Korean, nay even
the slobal context, spowas the effory, currentiv
put in by the twao sides 1o consolidate its gains
i reversing the tde of contlicts and tensions
ang in committing themselves o the park of
reconciliation and peace.

Think of the anfagonism of the past five doee-
ades, of the dividing line of the peninsala, pev-
haps the most heavity armed in the world, the
confhicts and skinmishes, the shritiness of the
propaganda — think of all this and the signit-
fcance of the fatest developments would be
clear. Even though the summit did nov peo-
duce a precise formula for reanttication, the
attirmmation of the political will 1 achicve this
ofrjective was noteworthy, There were several
posirive features bur the challenges ahead are
g Fo be misimised and it wouk? he prema-
ture ta talk of a short rime-frame far unifving
the two states.

Far sume strange reasun, the popuiar per-
ceptions outside the Fast Asian region tended
1o be off the mark, becguse of the tendetiey o
overshaplify the issues involved. The Korean
move was seen as the sccond s1age of o proe-
ess, guided as it were by an unseen giohal
force, which had united the two Germanys in
the first instance. In Indin, some sections weit
farther and 1alked of this rend catching onin
the sub-continent — I Germanys could
unite vesterday, Koreas today, could not India
and Pakistan not get together wmorrow?”
This was a faulty, dangerous analoyy.

Though based on a distorted assessment of
global developments it would be seen in Pa-
kistan as evidence of the “crafiiness” of indi-

By K. K. Katyal
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m amid challenges

ans i not reconciling themselves v the
partition.

Korpa s nor Germany — for obvious rea-
sons. Phe two Germanys did not fight a war,
Bt the Korean peninsuia bad heen the scene
of armed conflicts, i the fiest case, the systeny
{rvone part, Cast Germany, collapsed, prodac
ing acule disenchanment amonyg the peopld
generating a craving for unity, The event
leading to the collapse of the Soviet {Unioh
deprived East Germany of the major externgd
prop. In the pendusula, the regime in the
North is well-entrenched and the polttical sws-
temn intact, though econumic prohlems :
acute (and, perhaps a major compulsion

represenied by 1, a sizeable section, though in
KOREA TODAY - |

minarity, counsels caution. exprosses nyisgn-
tngs abeout the cead intention: of the regime
the Nortv and advocates a step-be-sigp ag-
vroach,

Mo handshake of the tve Kims was{hatled
as o lstoric fce-breaking developmant hut
that, 50 say some cammaertators in g South,
is no guarantee lor the success of their mis-
sion, What happened 10 the first dranaic
handshake — i 1993 betwveen the Palestinian
{eader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and the Isragli Prime
Minister af the day, Mr. Rabind Or the wanm
gestures of the tival leaders in reland? and
here i the sub-continent, s;me may draw at-
tention of the historic handshake, eyen a baly
hug, in February tust year — at Lahore by the
Prime Ministers of Tndia and Pakistap, M. Adal
Behart Vappavee ang My, Nawaz ShHarit.

As against these faciars there dre several
positive indieairs, beciuse of whith an opij-
wistie assessien as i order. he horean
sumnit was nowthe resubt of an exernad prod-
ding or athird party vole. I0was anndigenaus,
bitateral process. The very first clatse of the
simmit declaration makes 1this cjear - “The
South and the Narth have agredgd o vesolve
the question of veunification igdependendy
ated throngh e foim offoris of the Korean
people, who are the masiers of the country.”
This contrasis sharply with the historical
background of the two Korcas| which came
into being as the result of phwer- sharing

anong the Allies after the second world war,
and the external influences which prevented
the Karean people from plaving an autono-
mous role subsequently,

The sunrit was followed by contacts at the
winisterial and working levels which meant
that the agreaments of the heads were no
empty thetarical Hourishes but were imeant
fre tollowed by concrete measares W achieve
the goal, envlsaged in the declaration, Neble
among these were the meetings of the two
defence mivisters, tudks on econoitic coope-
atioo and the reunion, though limited, of di-
vided famibies. M the defence ratks, it was
agreed 1o case mithany ivnsions and establish
purnanent, sofid peace on the Korean penin-
swda and o hold discussions 1o provide il
itary stupport for the inter-Korean railway and
raad projects.

Fhe problems posed by the denilitarised
zane, the symhol of the shiiliness of mititary-
level conlrantationistspirit o the past, were ta
he addressed, Powever, there was no Tinaliv
atiout the South’s suggestion for vanous mil-
itory-rebated confidence- huilding neasares,
like the esialsdishment of @ hotine, prior noti-
Ticativiy ai midiary dredls aond toop move-
netits and the despateh of observers w vach
other's military exercises. The economic-level
conracts prepared the ground for agreements
for protection of investment and avoidance of
double taxation. The representatives of same
top eitergrises from the South are atready in
the North to siudy the chanees of wvestment.

The wannmth in the inter-Korean relations
was best reticcted by ihe reanion of 206 memn-
brers (160 fromm cech side in Seout and Peon-
gyvang and the zoodwill creared by the burst of
cmotions, This process was ntended 10 be
continted, though o receny case — of shaip
reaction inv the North to the remarks on the
struetion m their country by the head of the
Red Cross in the South — could lead 10 a slow-
dowr.

The vhallenges to be tackled relate to diffes-
ences on priovides by the two sides, As seen by
the south, the Norih is not keen on early steps
an defence-rekued issues hecause foowaould
ke 1o retain its military feverage) and instead,
prefer conciliation @ the political level and
cranomic help o bale ic out of i currenr
proffems, The use of various epithets w de-
seribwe the prosent engagement — positive,
dramatic, histong, iwe-breaking — s perfectiy
i order. Equally important are the difficultics,
some of which have alveady surfaced, Not ta
take a rafanced view will be highly umxy
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SEOUL: The peace moves in the Koréan penin-
sula has triggered a flurry of dipfomatic activ-
ity in East Asia, with some significant firsts,
ueithinkable cven a few weeks ago. For in-
stance, who would have bet on a visit by the
1.5, Secretary of State 10 North Korea, re-
garded a political untouchable il recently?
Who would have expected China extending @
weleome, limited though, o the active U.S
engagement in the region?

Not Jong ago, North Korea had insisted on
withdrawal of Amervican troops {rom  the
South as a condition precedent for inter- Ko
rean lalks. Now it has not raised the issue
during its dialogue with the 135

Ostensibly, all this was meant ta be in the
interest of peace and stability in the region,
but actually, it was a case of realpolitikwith
cach country seeking to ensure that the
change in the power balance, unavoidable in
the event of the two Koreas moving towards
recongiliation and. evenrually, 1o a unified
State, does not wark o its detriiment.

This is the teal story behind the separate
talks of the U.5. and japan with the North as
also China's precautionary moves. Suddenly
the presence of ULS. troops in the South was
viewed with understanding, obviousty be-
cause of fear of unpredictuable itnpact of their
withdrawal on the existing equations.

Yes, the most important developiment aftey
the Korean swmmit was the U.S. dialogue
with the North. it was around the middle of
tast month that North horea sent a special
eivvoy -— the First Chajoman of the National
Defence Commission. Vice Marshal Cho
Myong-rok — 1o Washingron Sor talks on a
wide range of subjects, not exciuding the
nissile issue, o special interest to the 1S
According ro the joint communique, issued
at the end of his trip, “they reviewed in depih
the new opportunities that have opened up
for improving the full range of refations be-
mween the United States of Aunerica and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea'.
Albright trip :

The two sides had “decided o (ake steps o
fundamentally improve their bilateral rela-
tions in the interest of enhancing peace and
secutity i the Asia-Pacific region’™.

1t was this visit that prepared the ground
for the Pyvongyang visit of the U.S. Secretary
of State, Ms. Madeline Albright, o convey the
views of Mr. Clinton “directly 1o Chaivman
Kim fong-it and 1o prepare for the possible
visit” of the .S, President.

Though hurriedly arranged, the Albright
trip took the 11.5.- North Korea dialogne a
step further. An immediate positive result —
officials of the two sides grappled with the

Réalpoﬁ%ik be
peace initiati

titractable missile fssue at their meetings ir
Kuala Lumpur.

The putcome of this exercise, it was clean
would determine Mr, Clinton's decision t
visit North Korea. Because of the inconciu-
sive nature of the talks, the question of thy
presidential wip remained open.

The 1.5, contacts with North Korvea cou
not but have generated keen interest and,
some cases, produced sharp reactions. Of

saving it was in line with the course suggey
ed by it alt these years.

Rut there was an element of nervousudss
— as was evident, for instance, trom the db-
servations of a senier professor of Yanpei
University in Seoul in an informal talk with
me: “People are confused over the LS.

KOREA TODAY — It

moves, They are worried that My Chinton
might make a splash and give a dramitic
twist 10 the contact by his appearance in
Pyongyang. True, the 1S has kept usg in-
formed, but the worry exists. We are nof {or
mediation by the U.5 In Korean aflairs.|lt is
our ally, it has 37,000 roops here and we
have a treaty of mutual defence, apart from
the shared faith in democracy and sanctty of
human rights.”

Nuclear blackmail?

Opinion in the U.5., wo, was divided. as
shawn by reservations voiced by one seftion,
nolan insignificant cne. Here is a sample —a
New York Timesstory. Posing a question as o
why the U.5. had followed different Tines in
its dealings with Cuha, on the one band, and
North Korea, on the other. jt said: " Cubp buill
roads, schools, a conventional avmy. [North
Korea built nuclear weapons and npissiles
that can soar across most or aif of the Pacific
and threaten the U5 in coming years.

So Washingion, after decades of isplating
North Korea much as it isolated Cuba, has
been forced by this variant of gunboaf dipio-
macy o change its stance...nuclearn black-
mail, in short, pays, very well.”

The critics, obviously had in mind/repurts
that the North wanted to bargain its giferof a
permanent freeze on missile devefopment
and exports in retumn for .S, compensation
— % one billion annually for the ngxt three
years and help w Taunch sateltites, Tipis, how-
ever, was not acceptable to Washington.

As for the North's talks with Japan, the
South did not take a dim view, both/officially
and privately. Just when its 11th roynd start-
ed in Beijing last week, it was publigly hailed
ar the highest level in Seoul.

The tatks did not succeed in bridging dif-
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ferences on two points — The North's de-
mand for compensation and an apology for
japan's colonial rule of the peninsula and To-
kyo's call tor explanation for the kidnapping
of ten missing lapaness, believed by it 10
have been abducted by North Korean agents
to work as spies. '

The North would resist this demand be-
canse 1o do otherwise would mean confess-
g its role as o terrorist state. As for
compensation, Japan is prepared to give
huge ampunt as epconpmic assistance —
saome $ § billion as aid and $ 4 billion as credit
while the North may peg its demand av $ 10
bitlian as aid. There the matwer rests.

Meanwhile, fapan bas decided 1o send
30,000 wmnes of rice to the North to heip
meet its food shortage. Tokvo, it was clear,

would want the united Korea to be democrar- |

ic and market economy-friendly — another
way of saying that it be outside the Chinese
orbir.

Chinese moves

China adopted a positive approach to the
peace move in Korea, with its President, Mr.
liang Zemin, losing no time in sending con-
gratularory letters to the Jeaders of the two
Koreas, Mr. Kim Dae fung, President of the
South, and Mr. Kim Jong-il, head of the
MNorth, on the success of their summit.

‘The letters did not make any substantive
point but did lay stress on the importance of
reunification " peacefully and independently
through discussions between the two sides”,
and reaffirmed its resolve to “make positive
cantributions, as before, to sustain the stabil-
ity and peace on Korean peninsula’™,

China also welcomed the U.S. dialogue
with North Korea, but, as noted by a promi-
nenr non-official commentator, “there are
some signs of Sino-1ULS. rivalry in regard to
the peninsula’. China would not like the U.S.
spreading its infuence in the North.

[t was not hard to sce the nuances of the
Chinese stand — the 1.5, dialogue with the
North will be welcome to the extent that it
was directed at persuading the latter to give
up its missite development prograsmme, but
not if it were to mean increase in the U.S.
influence there.

China was interested in the North’s (reeze
on missites so as not to provide an excuse w
the 1).5. to go ahead with its National Missile
Defence, regarded @ menace even by Wash-
ington's aliies. That China despaiched its De-
fence Minister to Pvongyang on the eve of the
Albright visit did not go unnoticed.

Hectic and high-pitch, the current diplo-
matic manoeuvres are only a beginning of a
process that may contipue and undergo sur-
prising twists. g ’
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Anter-dep

\\ L\ By K. K. Katyal £ HQU}

seouL: Haw will the settiemnent of the Korean
issue affedt the status of the American troops.
now stationed in Seoui? Will their presence
become superfluous in that eventuality? No,
according to South Korea.

in an informai conversation the other day,
its Minister in-charge of Policy Planning and
International Organisations In the Ministry of
Eoreign Affairs, Mr. Chol Young- jin, provided
this rationate for his government's stand;
“There were two purposes for the stationing of
U.5. troops — enc, deferrence (against aggres-

! sion on South Karea by the North), and the
~ other, keeping balance in the region. After uni-

fication (of the two Koreas), the first part will
disappear but the second will become more
important”. He referred to possible uncertain-
ties in the region, with China growing, Russia
re- consolidating and lapan changing. “To
manage these uncertainties, the presence of
1.S.troops will be necessary”™. But had not
North Korea taken strong exception to their
presence and, in the past, made their with-
drawal a condition precedent for talks? “The
North now understeod the role of American
troops” Mr, Chol said, drawing attention 1o
the importance of the East Asian region and
the need for convergence of four Powers in
regard o its affairs. (China, being the fourth,
along with the two Koreas andthe U.S.;, Obvi-
ously Mr. Choi felt encouraged to take this

. view because the North had not imposed any
© conditions for the summit and did not raise

the question of troop withdrawal in its direct
talks with the 1S

The conversation mostly covered the inter-
Korean dialogue and the prospects for the fu-
ture, though he briefty touched upon bilaterat
ties berween India and his country. The June
15 summit (berween the South Korean Presi-
dent, Mr Kim Dae- jung, and the North Korean
head, Mr Kim Jong-il), had drastically changed
the situation — “prior to the summit, engage-

endence hol

ment was the name of the game. Now its com-
plexities have come to the surface™. He
compared it with marriage — “'things become
very difficult, very complex, when vou enter
the real life”. But, he emphasised, there was
na alternative 10 engagemeat as none of the
other courses like containment or coercion
could work. The engagementwas based on the
realisation that “we are in the globalised
world, with strong inter-dependence”,

Priority for durable peace

The North, in his view, had shown a “desire
to come out of isolation and see inter-depend-
ence as a key in the present-day world. Bath of
us are determined.” He, however, did not
want to underestimate the obstacles in the
way of reconciliation {and subsequently of re-
uaification}. "It is no? easy (0 OVErcome mis-
trust and tension of the last 530 vears. There
had been ne meaningtul talks during this peri-

KOREA TODAY — IV

od, barring two occastons, in 1972 and 1991
fafter the collapse of the Soviet Union). We
hope we could now liquidate the legacy of dis-
trust. What was needed was perscverance and
courage”. Conceptually, the first priority was
te work for peaceful co-existence so that there
were no conflicts o skirmishes, of the type of
the naval incident last vear and for establish-
ing durable pezace which could be done
“through the mechanism of a4 peace wreaty 1o
replace the armistice agreement’’. Theirs was
the most heavily-guarded border, with one
million troops stationed there, he said, pin-
ning hinpes on the meetings between the two
defenice ministers and the working level con-
tacts, scheduled for the future.

The North was “very stable” politically,
though it needed help for its economic prob-

lems. Was South Korea worried about contacts
hetween the 1.8, and the North? “No, On the

yHE HINDU
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conirary, we encourage the ~North to have con-
nections with the outside world. Isolation is
dangerous, Contacts with the 11.5, help over-
come it. We welcome it Similarly, he was at
ains to explain that his government regarded
“ontacts between the North and Japan a posi-
ive development because, through this proc-
ss, the ‘‘cause of inter-dependence s
erved.” He cited statistics to bring our the
strength of his country's ties with Japan — 340
illion trade, three million visitors going from
gne side £o the other. “We fee! comfortable
wirh Japan. We are aiso linked with it through
the .8.”

Mr. Choi traced the opening of the North to
ldst vear's U.N. General Assembly, when its
discussions on the sidelines of the session
hplped it establish diplomatic relations with
other countries, It was now poised to have ties

— |particularly to the similarities of problems
fac¢ing them, Jammu and Kashmir and North-
Solth relations, and the common destiny to
make most of globalisation. The two sides had
worked closely in the ARF, he said, noting that
while ‘South Korea hosted its inter-session
group meeting this year, India would do se
next yvear, In the cconomic field. he cited the
commonatity of interest in knowledge-based
economy and their strength in the software
indlistry. He regarded lndia as ““an anchor of
stahility in South Asia’™ as the largest working
democracy. Economically, too, he saw it as a
model for the region.

Wias the South Korean President due to visit
indip early next year? A non-commitial laugh-
ter i by way of re-

(Concluded)



‘No headway in North Korea diplomacy

REUTERS o
SEOUL, NOVE _Q_T?’_ A \\
THE pace of diplomacy

the’ autocratic and unpredicta
ndilitary regime in North Korea
ppears to be sputtering, with few
real breakthroughs behind the
hopeful talk and pageantry.

The risk is that the orchestrated
approach to North Korea by the
United States, Japan and South
Koreamay flounder, leaving an ar-
senal of doomsday weapons in &
country sinking deeper mto eco-
NORNC rain with potential for a cat-
astrophic social implosion.

Bill Clinton will not be drop-
ping by Pyongyang fer a presiden-
tial visit to a country with whom the
United States is sfitf technically at
war, and talks in Malaysia last
week about North Korea’s riissile
programme failed fo deliver a deal.

Japan and North Korea are
back to square one on normalising

ttes. Talks in Beijing last week
failed to resalve the tricky issue of
10 Japanesc whom Tokyo insists
were kidnapped two decades ago
by North Korea, which dendes any
knowiedge of them.

Now. North Korea is threaten-

of thaw between the erstwliile en-
emies since June’s lapdmark
North-South summit.

S0, once again, the multi-front
diplomatic battle appearstobe on
the harns of a perennial Narth Ko-
rea’s dilemma: How to opgn up to

ing to cancel a second round of re-
unions between families torn apart
when the two Koreas went to war
a half-century ago. H is angry be-
cause the Sout’'s Red Cross Chief
made unflattering remarks about
its capital Pyongyang.

August’s emotional reunions in
Pyvongyvang and Scoul amoug el-
derly Koreans divided by the
world’s most militarised border
were one of the few concrete signs

ongyang necds literally billi
doilars in aid and investment

grammed to view its leaders as
demigods and its would-be bene-
factors as imperialists with “sinister
politicat aims™ Indeed, a recent ed-
itorial in the official party mouth-
piece, the Rodong Sinmun {Work-
ers Daily), wamed readers that
ouiside aid was a 1oxin that could
threaten the regime’s survival.

“The imperialists’ aid is a tool
of aggression... a dangerous toxin
which brings about poverty,
famine and death, not prosperity.”
the newspaper said. North Korea
has only one card 1o play, butif’s an
ace —the capability of launching
long range missiles tipped with
weapons of mass destruction that
could threaten Japan and possibly
even the West coast of the the
United States.

US  Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright was witness to
the power of North Korea's mer-
curial leader Kim Jong-il on her

visit to Pyongyang two weeks ago..-~
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\k By Amit Baraah

SINGAPORE. 0CT. 1. The {uriner Singapore Prime
Minister, My, Lee Kuan Yew, has called for the
resumption of fatks between China and Tai-
wan.

Cheotthe cwrrent stalemate) must be broken,
the sooner the better,” Mr. Lee, who was an a
private visit to Taiwan recently. told The Sunr-
dav (Stradts) Tinres in remarks published to-
day. Asked whether Betjing and Taipei had an
accurate reading of cach other's thinking, Mr.
Lee suid: "There has been no face-to-face ex-
change. Therefore, they do not know esach oth-
er's position and thinking, ™

According to Mr. Lee, the worst was to allow
the position to drift and attitudes to harden.
e said the majority of the Taiwanese did not
wint vither independent or immediate reuni-
fication under a different political and social
system, but preferred the stas guo.

In a separate interview to The China Times
in Taiwan, My, Lee said China's Tabwan policy
was clear- cut — there was only “one China'™
“Any deviation from this is not acceptable.
Faiwan’s independence is not a viable opuon,
piless Chiva were (o disintegrate,” e was
gquoted as saving, Crowever, this daes nat
mean that Chira wants immediate reanifica-
tion.., the Chinese people on both sides of the
straits cun lessen their problems by establish-
ing casier relations aver the years,”” he said.

“IF there 1s 1o be a peacetul reunification,
there has to be a gradoal blurdng, not an ac-
centuation of the differences that at present
divide and distinguish the two socleties. Boih
rieed towork and narraw the sacial, econentic
and pelitical gap,” Mr, Lee mainained.

(1 s view, the sense of belonging w the
Chinese nation was weaker in Taiwan than
flong Kang. "The mainignd has the weight
and girth to accept this aned adopt an open and
magnaimeous approach to help this process
of reconciiiation. Reunidfication achieved by

~ China, Taiwan urged
. to resume talks -\C

Lee Kuan Yew -
torce will leave indelible scars. On the other
hand, Taiwan's leaders have the responsibility
not tomove lowards independence or deliber-
ately widen the ditferences befween fhe two
societies,” he stated.

Asked if he would play a “certain
refations between Taiwan and China,
replied: "No., | amn not willing nor
myself playing any role in relations
Taiwan and China.”

To a guestion what inpact straine
Caiwan relations would have on the region,
M, Lew said: “IE cross- strait celatioiny actually
Bare up, the United States will be inyolved. at
least in supplving anms to Talwan, maybe in
active armed intervention; definitely in. eco-
nomic sanctions. That will affect the whole of

Sauth Asia” ///}

ole’ in
Mr. Lee
a1 see,
etween

China-
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o North
WASHINGTON, OCT. 1t. In a historic
session,  the U.S.  Presidens,
Mr.Bill Clinton, today met a se-
nior military leader from North
Korea, Gen. Jo Myong Rok. Senior
administration offlicials said the
U.S. had expressed concern to
North Korea about a number of
issues, including terrorism and
missile proliferation.

It was for the 1irst time in 30
vears that senior leaders from the
two countries met. During the 45-
minute meeting at the White
House, Mr. Clinton is said to have
also brought up issues such as
food aid and the return of the re-
mains of Americans killed during
the Korean war. Mr. Jo Mvong
Rok, who is not only a top military
advisor to the country's leader,
Mr.Kim Jong-Il, but is his person-
al envoy., came 1o the White
House in military unitorm. Prior
Lo the meeting with the President,
the General met the Secretary of
State, Ms, Madeleine Albrighs,
dressed in a business suit.

The North Korean military
leader is said to have given the
1.8 President a letter {rom Mr
Kim, the contents of which were
not given out. Butil jssaidtobe a
reply to a letter Mr. Clinton had
senf through Mr. William Perry,
the forimer Defence Secrelary last
year. The visit of the North Ko-
rean leader comes at a time when
the Clinten administration has
been taking siow but calculated
sieps aimed at breaking the diplo-
malic impasse between the two
countries,

The United States and North
Korea have said that steps were

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, greets Mr. Jo Myong Rok,
first vice-chairman of North Korea's National Defence
Commilssion, at the White House on Tuesday. — AP

being taken for removing the lat-
ter from the list of nations spon-
saring terrorism and the White
House has maintaiped that the
course being taken by Washing-
ton for easing tensions with North
Korea was one of “continued en-
gagement”,  Washington  and
Pvongyang have no formal diplo-
matic ties but have been (alking of
the possibility of opening liaison
offices.
Clinton signs China bilf
Mr. Clinton has signed into law

a Bill that grants Permanent Nor-
mal Trade Relations(PNTR) to the

—— L -

Pecple’s Republic of China. The
signing into law of this legislation
means that the 20-year annual rit-
nal of extending the Most-Fa-
voured Nation Status to China
has effectively come tw an end.
The PNTR gives China the same
low tariff treatment as other trpd-
ing partners of the 115,

“Today we take a major step|lo-
ward China's endry into the WT'O
and the major step toward pn-
swering some of the central chal-
lenges of this new century,” fthe
President remarked. Mr. Clinfon
also stressed that the work vas

Kt;faﬁleader meets Clinton

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \'))\ \

not over by signing the piece of
legislation; rtather that Beijing
must cotpplete its WTO accession
negotiations and live up 1o the
agreements it has negotiated.
Even as Mr. Clinton was getting
ready 1o sign the bill in the midst
ol a hipartisan group of law mak-
ers, many had been making the
peint that China was perhaps
backiracking on some of the
pledges and commitmenis made
earlier, The concern was serious
enough [or the White House to
send the Trade Representative,
Ms: Sharlene  Bharshevsky, to

Beijing for talks with Chinese |

leaders including the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Zhu Rongji.

The White House is quite aware
of the potendal hurdles in the
China legislation even after the
President has put his signature.
Before the legisialion goes inio ef-
fect, a President has to certify to
Congress thiat China indeed joins
the WTO or: the ferms which the
1.5, negotiated. The fecling in
some quarters, including from
Geneva — as reported in the
media — is that Beijing is now re-
luctant to sign on some of the po-

litically sensitive concessions it

had earlier agreed upon.

“We remain engaged with the
Chinese  about
PNTR. There are some very im-
portant issues we have to ad-

implementing !

dress... we will continue 1o talk |

about the importance of imple-

menting this agreement in a way

that actually makes it work, and

so the Chinese government not -

only Hves up to the spirit of the
agreement, but to the letter of the
agreement,’” said a White House
spokesmar on Tuesday. /
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_West improving

KGREA HERALD

f @&
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SEGUL. Oct. 21. — The third
Asia-Europe Meeting here
appears to have prompted
wine of the Buropean countries
.o zend overtures to Neorth
: htn @a u\ improve relations,

“L dvno wagn
ain. which

':\nmwming
. Su‘lth
o N Lee
aid that London
Thark on the nor-
process with Pyoa-

S S A AL

Britain iz the third Group of
Seven nation to announce its
intention 1o establish a full
diplomatie relationship with
the North. [taly became the
first when it expressed the idea
in Jaruary and Canada formal-

cindicated it
s when Chan-
~rirvaed Sehroeder

2L

said in anl interview that his
governmdnt had basically
decided th set up ties with
Pyongyank even though ihe
two sides had yet to work out
the details.

As North Korea and Germany
have representative offices in
each other’s capital, all they
have te do is agree Lo dispateh
ambassadors, officials here
said.

Following the moves, the
Netherlands also announced its
plan to extend its diplomatie
recognition to North Korea,
Japan’s NHK reported vester-
day.

South Korean officials
expect that other European
Union nations like Ireland,
Greece and Belgium will take
similar action in the near
future.

The unprecedented diplomatic
mitiatives toward North Korea,
which used to be one of the
most isolated states on the
world, followed the historic
inter-Korean summit in mid-
June and the recent moves by
USA to improve relations with

es with

g ‘. ;,.

Koréa

o

Pyongyang.
On Monday, the US Secretar
of State, Mrs Madelein

Albright, is scheduled to visik

frontation between North

Korea and USA.

visit may pave the way for Pre
sident My Bili Clinton
eventual trip o the Stalinist
state.

The momentum  for
Pyongvang's rapprochement
with Western couniries was
created in Seplembor 1999
when North Korcan forelgn

minister Mr Paek Nam-Sun
atlended lhe 534th Generazl
Assembly of the United
Nalions,

While in New York, Mr Nam-
Sun proposed meetings with
bis  counterparis from
European countries. Laxt
manth, he also sent official let-
ters 1o nine B members
proposing diplomatic ties.

Armong the TU Asian members
of Azem, =oven countmes of the
Association of Soulh-cast Amm
Nations ancl Uhine hace hrmal
relations «ith ~Sorth Boreo.
Japan has been holding nur-

ralisation tglls with
Pyongyang.
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~Moral strength bullt on a life 2 gamst odds |

By F.J. Khergamvala X\g \

e
rfjgmwc:, OCT. 13. A smal! but proud,
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achievement-oriented nation cel-
ebrated its evening in the sun as
its President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung,
was finally named in Oslo as the
winner of the Nobel Prize for
Peace, after being nommd ed 14
times.

The entire South Kor medla
had already geared itself to re—
lease the news about Kim
winning the prize this vear. \Thus,
when the announcement was
made this evening, all TV stations
put out their scripted features on
the man who stood up against
some of the maost vile military dic-
tatorships. Dailies and TV siations
had already despatched reporters
to the Norwegian capital in antici-
pation of the award, which is not
entirely popular in Seoul, a cap-
ital with many opponents of Mr.
Kim’s peace overture.

In truth, the award for the 75-
year-old Mr. Kim came after a
huge diplomatic cum media cam-
paign orchestrated from the Blue
House in Seoul, which even of-
fered selected Tokyo based Scan-
dinavian journalists one an one
interviews with Mr. Kim, Publiclv,
to ward off criticism, the Presi-
dent’s Office maintained a low
profile.

Yet, none of this detracts from
the cause attached 1o the person,
In a career of standing firm
against oppression and demon-
strating resolve, his adherence to
the ‘sunshine policy’ with North

. Korea symbolises the steadfast-

o/

L

ness against heavy odds. Were it
only that the ‘sunshine policy’
was to be the sole citatory reason

for the award, most regional ob-
servers would have characterised
it as premature and cited the cur-
rent flare-up in the West Bank as
evidence of the haste with which
the Nobel Committee bestowed
its grace on the former Israeli
Prime Minister, Yitzak Rabin, the
Istaeli leader, Mr. Shimon Peres
and the Palestinian Jeader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat and, incidentally on
a peace process crafted in the city
that gives the Nobel Peace award.

The peace prize is nor just
about the two years of ‘sunshine’
engagement and tolerance for the
conduct of a strange regime in
North Korea, but for 40 vears of
public life during which he has
been incarcerated, tortured, bea-
ten, kidnapped from a hotel
room, exiled, sentenced to death,
all at the hands of his own coun-
try’s regime. Yer, by the time Mr.

The South Korean Presldent, Mr Kim Dae-jung (left}, with his
North Korean counterpart, Mr. Kint Jong i at their summit in
Pyongyang, in this June 2600 file photo.

Kim came to power after|four at-
tempts at the presidency| he had
managed to acquire such moral
strength as to avoid being vindic-
tive.

The man at the head of] the mil-
itary regime which decided to put
him to death, Gen. Chun Doo-
hwan, today lives in Korea a free
man, disgraced by his gwn cor-
ruption and greed and npt as the
target of a President whg refused
to stoop to conguer.

Mr. Kim was born 1p a rich
peasant family in Decem{ber 1925
on an island near Mokpo in the
south of a now divided peninsula.
After some vears of acchuntancy
and editing a small pgper, Mr,
Kim was elected to the|National
Assernbly in 1960. A ypar later,
this Roman Catholic Hegan his
campaign against the Park
Churng-hiee military junta’s bru-

tality which was then blessed by
the U.5., a benefactor and Cold
War ally.

Mr, Kim sought to win presi-
dential elections on the opposi-
tion ticket in 1971, 1987 and 1992,
That he was abducted from Hotel
Grand Palace in 1973 by South
Korean agents of Park was testi-
mony to the political threat posed
hy Mr. Kim who gat 45 per cent of
the votes in 1971, Park eventually
succurnbed to his own methods
when he was assassinated in
1979,

In 1982, shortly after martial
law was lifted, Mr. Chun Doo-
hwan’s military regime sentenced
him to death for inciting the pro-
demacracy Kwangju uprising ear-
fier. Mr. Kim avoided the gallows
hecause of the personal interven-
tion of the former U.S. President,
Mr. Ronald Reagan. The sentence
was commuted to life term, he
was later released on medical
grounds and then was exiled in
the U.5,

Finally, in December 1997 Mr.
Kim tasted Presidential victory,
albeit narrowly and instantly of-
fered the North’s leaders an olive
branch, partly out of necessity as
the South was then focused on ec-
onomic reform and forced to get a
$60 billion IMF bailout package.
He outlined the stick and carrot
policy of standing firm on Pyon-
gvang's provocations, yet stuck
out a hand of engagement. The
Narth Korean leader, Mr. Kim
Jong 1\, finally succumbed and
both leaders had a historic sum-

mit, whose fruits are beginning to
bear but are not ripe and
could go sour,

N\
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/" BREAKING A DIPLOMATI

THE PREDOMINANT ‘SILENCE’ of the political
kind that pervaded the 11.5.-North Korea equa-
tion of open and covert hostilities since the early
195305 Eas now been eifectively broken as poi-
gnantly reckoned by the North Korean leader,
M Kim Jong 11 The latest visit to Pyvongyang by
the 1S Secrefary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright, seemns to have dismantled the communi-
cations barrier between the world's premier
democracy and the perceived 'Stalinist” hold-
aver state of Nort Korea. [n once sense, she has
largely capitalised an the momentim generated
by the visit 1o Washington by Mr. Kim's special
etnissary some time ecarlier. Yet, the no-non-
sense rapport of the realpolitik kind that Ms,
Albright and Mr, Kim have struck, as indicated
by their cumulative pailevs of over six hours in
twa separaie sessions besides inferactions on
athier oceasions, holds out the possibility, if not
also the hope, of a fruly new security paradigm
on the East Asian front. Both sides have wisely
selrained from dropping even a hint of being
complacent about their future bilateral tes in
the contex: of the considerable publicity hype
that has inevitably marked Ms. Albright's pas-
sage o Pvougvang, the first by a top American
mandarin since the end of the Korean War in
$53. Nol insigoificantly, Ms. Albright has re-
ferred to an ‘asid2’ o her by Mr. Kim during a
caremonial display of North Kerean prowess in
srcder w drive hore the point that Pyongyang is
now heginning to serinusly address its enor-
mously  controversial  ballistic  missiles pro-
sramme. Obviously, the symbolism in the new
1.5 -North Korea interactions matters as much
as the possibility of substance.

Itis a question of urter diplomatic necessity
in regard to sceurity issues, as the outgoing Clin-
ron administration argues, that Washington
shouid have decided to engage Pyongvang in 4
dialogee without walling for some concrete
signs that may indeed help erase the jatter's
lowly status as a ‘counity of concern’ (@ euphe-

-~
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mism for a 'roguk ytate”) in the
omments| made by Ms. Al-

is evident from the
bright during her sgjourn in

Ny )
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U.SVCalculus. It

Pyongvang that

Washington's primary objective of this new en-

gagement is to goad North K
wards a roll-back or at leas
development of medium and
siles. Such a maove, if it materi
a possible trade-off involving
the poverty-stricken citizens
hermit state under Mr. Kim

red (0 move to-
I a freeze of its
long-range mis-
alises, can lead to
American aid 1o
pf the presumed

Ourwardly, the

North Korean feader has allowed an impression

to gain currency to the effect il

rat he is willing to

consider such a diplomatic bargain, if only he
could put Pyongvang’s house in order for a rap-
prochement, now being explored, with its
southern neighbour under My Kim Dae-Jung's

“sunshine policy’” of pan-Kor

An obvious riddle is whet
Mr. Kim is merely seeking to py
of its isolation on the internat

pan unity.

her the nerthern
pil his country out
onal stage or ac-

tually trying to strike a bargain for a fair deal for

Pyongyang, as discernible und
ing a possible Korean reuni
Washington, which first indi
over Pyongyang's reported w
up missile testing if it could

exr his prism, dur-
fication process.
cated scepticism
llingness to give
receive externaf

help to put satellites into Earthf's orbit for peace-
ful purposes, is now beginning to test the north-

ern Mr. Kim’s resalve in this

regard. While the

various aspects of the current gameplans in Bast

Asia have not yet come into fu

i focus, it is quite

possible that Washington needs to ascertain Mr.

Kim's political will hetore dec

ding, one way or

the other, whether the contoversial U.5. na-
tional missile defence systermn must be huilt.

China, Japan and Russia will b
watching the Washington-Pv

e equally keen on
ngyang dialogue.

Any new East Asia security stqucture should be

of interest to India. too, giv

P its suspicions

about North Korea's collaboration with Pakistan

and given New Delhi’s
role in world affairs.

;/"

esirg

to play a bigger
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OT since Anwar Sadat got on a plane and flew 19 Israel to

make peace with the Jewish nation, has there bepn a simi-
lar case of courage and heroism in pursuit of the principles of
peace and goodwill to justify the award of the Nopel Peace
prize. Kim Dae Jung has done more than anyone on the
Korean peninsula to hring the divided nation togethdr and it is
right that he is not asked to share the prize with hig counter-
part in the North. The other Kim is in every way his father’s
son, dour, unimaginative, concerned only for his own power,

i which he proceeded to consolidate with the skill and ruthless-
ness on display as the father established his dictatgrship and

ran his country into the ground. Bankrupt and riddled with
inefficiency and corruption North Korea had to be helped out
of its basket case status by international humanitarian assis-
tance. Increasing misery and exploitation as the weapons to
keép the communist dictatorship in place were in evidence
aplenty and this is the moment that Kim Dae Jung chose to
make his bid for friendship with the North, But firs{ he earned
the confidence of the highly suspicious neighbour by a terribly
expensive programme o replace the cutmoded and] dangerous
nuclear power stations which also fed the nuclegr weapons
industry and instead feed the hungry population, jand talked
the Americans into financing most of it as an|insurance
against a trigger-happy regime. Then he made his move. That
his visit to Pyongyang was hugely successful was|evident on
television screens with school children lining the streets with
welcoming festoons and his nervously,smiling counterpart
waiting to welcome him. \@ 3 p

Kim Dae Jung is different redjdent Clinton who
workad at his Nobel with calculatiol and determingtion but in
vain. Kim is a very genuine person} compassionate but none
the less determined, deeply concerned for his people and ready
to dedicate his life to the cause. Onee he had to bg rescued by
American pressure from being thrown overboard alive and in
chains because the regime wanted to get rid of him. Then
came a long stint as a mass leader first of students and then of
the people generally. Whatever he handled had the mark of
his sincerity and fearlessness. Many a lesser man| would have
given up long ago but not Kim Dae Jung. He won his presiden-
¢y on his own steam; he made no compromises|with power
groups offering support. In the event he was his|own master
and the people responded. No one else could have done what
he did, journey to the North, in the teeth of some determined
opposition in his own ranks. The skeptics lived tp applaud as
he returned in triumph form Pyongyang, with the initiative
firmly in his hands.

It is not as though his work is done; this is only the begin-
ning. But the foundations have been established and Kim is
clear-headed enough to know the direction that must be taken
for the futare. Even in ais worst aays, Kim Dag Jung was a

-hero to his people. To unify hus civided nation in peace and

friendship remains the goal to which he has dedipated his life.
As the world salutes the Nobel Prize winnerpy this newspaper
joins in wishing him fulfilment in his task/

THE STATESHAN
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)/ Summitf\/h
v softens ',
Korea stahdl

Seoul, Oct. 19 (Reuters): Euro-
pean and Asian governments
today toned down a cail to counter
the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction on the Korean peninsula
as Britain joined a wave of coun-
tries moving to normalise ties
with North Korea.
. Officials preparing for a sum-
mit meeting of 25 European Union
1 and Asian leaders removed a ref-
erence to weapons of mass de-
struction from the “Seoul Declara-
tion for Peace on the Korean
Peninsula” that is due to be adopt-
ed at the two-day Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) which starts to-
MoOrraw.

Diplemats said the wording —
clearly aimed at North Korea —
was toned down at the insistence
of the Stalinist state’s staunchest
ally, China. “It’s eagier to remove
weapons of mass destruction from
communiques than it is to remove
them from their bunkers,” Euro-
pean Union external affairs com-
missioner Chris Patten said. “The
important thing to do is to remove
them from their bunkers.”

! Moves to bring isolated North
t Korea back into the internationat
| fold gathered pace as Britain said
¢ it planned to open diplomatic ties
! with North Korea for the first time
since the creation of the corrj?u-

nist state over 50 years ago.

/
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By E.J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, OCT. 23, The 115, Secrctary
of Stare, Ms. Madeleine Albright
today added the North Korean
Teader, Mr. Kirn Jong H ro her pic-
ture gallery when she became the
first U.8. Cabinet official over to
meet the highest figure of the
most closed nation in the world.

The visiting .5 chiel diplo-
mal, accompanied by three aides,
met My, Kim Jong [ for well over
three fours. Their talks spifled
over into A dinner hosted by the
North's leader, an event that by
itsell signals the North's desire to
accord Ms. Albright special treat-
ment. Ms. Albright is in Pyon-
gyang on a twa-dav visit planned
in a hursy after Mr. Kim Jong Il
sellt a special envey 1o Washing-
ton DO on Ocober 9. She then
goes ta Seadl ta brief Souch Ko-
rean and Japancse officials em the
nutcome of her mission. 1t is from
the Seoul halt dhat mare about her

U.S.-NORTH KOREA TIES / ALBRIGHT

GETS RED C

U.S. to open liaison off

The North Korean feader, M. Kim Jeng- I (left), shakes hands
with the U.5. Secretary of State, Mrs. Madeleine Albright, at
the Paegkhawun guest house complex in Pyongyang on

Monday. — Reufers

CE? ;f[ 1D

could be using ihd fgst moving
develapments with thb 1S as
lever o delay progrebs on ties
with the Sowmib,

In return tor curbing missiles
exports and giving otier conces-
sians, North Korea is likely 1o dn
vhat fi does skitueliy, Obtain as-
surences for cconomic aid, prei-
erably food ald and a incaningtut
bons, of getting off the L5, Siare
epanment vt of countries that
SpoBsor terrorsm.

Fhiy step wonld entbile the 118,
) volte at the \Warld Bank in su’p/
port ol nrogrammes (o aid t?{
North. Vhe (.5, s also the highest
danor of food aid te the North,
Ranimg seni over a million tonnes.

Al Albright is also Vikely o
Lo follonved up on an offer said

- | Viadinde Pucin Tast siininer

stay in the North might emerge. A
decision to open a U8, Haison of-
fice in Pyougyang is on the cards.

Me, Albright's visit is intended
to clear many obstacles before
she advises that Mr. Bill Clinton
break new ground in becoming
the first LS. President to soi foot
on North Korean soil. & contin-
ued moeratorium on missile tests
and a4 curb on exports of missiies
technology and parts are areas
where the [L5. wants credible as-
surances onlv from the top in
Pyvongyang, before both sides can
put agreements down on paper.
The high Clinton administration
official artived eary in the Nonh

horean capital st the bead of a
partv of P amd was received I
e Viee-Foreign hmseer, AMr
Ko Gve-awan. e o oday
crivvded enuogemenis Ms AL
hright  vieited & kendergarien
where  the World  Tood  Pro-
gramnee distibues foad aid She
Bold el W her counterpars.
Mro Pack Napesnun and had teo
meetio e with Vice- Mavshal (o
Myung-rok, e Ihird  ranking
leader i the Sorith swhowas alse
AMre. Kire fong s apocia! envov o
My, Clinton cariien i the manih,

i the Sowmih Noreon media, M.
Albright shares some Thnelighs
with the news that Peangang was

niaving Hiost 1o sentor Ghinese
figiive oo at the sane fwe, The
Chinese Pelence Aindster, N
Chi Hootian met the Norihes
Armea Vorees Mandster, Vice- Moy
ol Kim Vechol Fhe stated rea-
aun far the vishi is o ohsenve the
A unmiversary of China's inter-
VeNIen o wvorth Kores s side m
the Korvan War, But, o« the Pong
Vif datly poiinted o the a
versary indls o Nisvonber 25
mrove than a monmly may, The o
Plctence Ministers fssucd @ sidie-
ment redterating rhe stronig bonds
between the two armied Forees,
There B also colicert exprrossed i
the south that M, Kinn opg 5

feoocesstton of anssile
uinches toahird party agrecing
o dunch e Norihv's satetlites.
The burden of doing she North's
lavnghes will abvioshe e taken
an b some ather country,

Reters news agoney quoted
the World  Food  Prograntine
countpy divecton as saving that the
North could have another bad
veay beeause of the poar harvest
due 1 rvphioons and shortage of
Fertilizgrs, Conseguenify, Norgh

Rorva tould be guite demanding
about the vermes under which it
wondd gigree h abandon s it

sites progromme.

Canadian PM
calls shap poll

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON. OCT. 23, [n what is seen as a calou-
lared politicat move — but a risky onv as well --
the Capadian Prime Minister, Mr. Jean {hoe-
tien, has calicd parllamentary elections vn No-
vember 27, hoping to capitalise an the hudget
surplus and the recent passing of Pierre Fin-
deau, one of the country's popular Liberal icad-
ers. "“The election campaign begins officially
this moment”, Mr. Chreden said in Ottovwa on
Sunday after asking the Governor- General e
dissalve Parfiament.

Mr. Chretien, just three and a half vears inio
his second term. Is hoping to make it on ihe
hasis of not only the goad performance of the
etonomy b also his Liberal Party’s strong
showing in polis. But what is being pointed ot
is that Canadian voters have a tendency o
Cpuaish™ leaders who call corle elections.

Mr, Chretien's party has 161 seats in the 3600-
member Haouse of Cornmuons; and the biggus
challenge is going 0 coie o i oo ine
formed conservative Ganadian Alliance. The
Liberals, given thelr current standing i the
nolls, are expecied 1o come out as the lurgest
single party, but the question is whether My
Chretien will be able to form a government on
his swn or be forced intw a coalition.

By Vladimir Radvudiine
MOSCOW, UCT shesirapped Rassin has
abandoned effirrts 1 keep nis Soviet-era snace
station Mir in orbit, annooncing plans o
d:mp #in 1he ocean early nest yoar,
The Hussion Deputy Primee Ninisier, Me

i R OF:

CHya Klebauov, said ob Monday that Mir

wouid ke terminaied in fnse Pebroary 2001,
the Inierfax rews agency revoited.
“We are getting ready for the aperation and

ke Government has already received ali the

aecessary papees,” M, Klebanov ssid, adding

Cthat a formal decision to deorbit the station
; would be taken shortv.

Cstruction

Mirs {ate hus been sealed by dinancial
probiemns, The Government shed vesponsib-
ilitv for linancing the station in January 1999
as all budget resouvees were used for the con-
of the {d-natioe  {nternational
Spmee Station. Bui Miv's pperator, the Fneegia
Sraee Corporalion, has Bnanced it this yvear
vivawieh onodmsrendmnchasedd Join vengare,
ErCorm. end a nool of fnveign privace tives-
to1s.

The Russian President, My, Vhadiir Putin,

" also came out in suppart of Mir, tetfirg spice

officiats it March that be would ke (a see the
station contnue ity ight.

' Russia to deorbit Mir station

MirCorp planned) 1o wn Mir inio  the
workd™ firsi conumgrcialy-funded manned
space project and ogen i (o rich (ourisis. It
R already found anlAamerican businesstoan
willing fo pay § 20 millions for a flight aboard
Mirand has vowed t radse sonre $ 117 mib-
liges through an initlal public offering next
year, but senior Energia ofticials admit that it
may be too late.

“We are running against time”, said Mr,
Yiry Semyoiov, Enerdia president. "To keep
Mir in orbit we will have to Jauneh towards
the station scveral spadecralt built for the tn-
ternational Space Station. Only the Govern-
ment can take thjs dectsion.”

With Russia already| behind schedule in
building the Internatiodal Space Station, the
Government apparenty could not afford to
divert any more resources for the Mir station.
The Russian Space Agebev has been under
strong pressure fram the 1.5, wo sink Mir,

Launched for an inifial period of three

ageing spacecralt will he

area of the Pacific.

’ - Mir has been in othit for 14 years and |
Russian space esperts insist it s still strong
enough Lo serve for up to five vears more. The !
taken aut of orbil
and alfowed 10 burn up ih the Earthv's atine- -
sphiere, the remainder falting into a remote



7 Bridge too far

. R —

ORTH Korean leader Kim
Jang-1l was upset that for-
mer Seuth Korean President
Kim Young-Sam failed to
gend any word of condolence when his
failier, Kim 1-Sung, died in 1994,
“After that, velations with North
Korea were very bad for many vears.
Kim Jong-il was very upset,” said .Jae
Kyu Park, who has an intimate
knowledge of Narth Korea and Kim
Jong-Tl. I(\ <Pt
He has t{o. As unififation minisier, it
is his job 1o undersiand everything
related to North Korea. He has a full-
time staft of 500 to help him.
“Him Jong-11 is a knowledgeable
suan. He knows a lat about the West,”
zatd Mr Park, who has held talks hoth
persenally and in groups for nine
hours with Kim Jong-11. Mr Park
played an important role in preparing
for the inter-Kovean talks.
Contrary to Lhe general negative
impressions reported worldwide about
ihe North Korean leader, Mr Park
said Mr Kim was not crazy or irra-
tioual.
“He iz willing to listen. If youn can
point out the virtues of a case, he will
change his mind,” Mr Park said. Soine
Titelligence reporls aboul Kom Jong-11
hase been off the mark, Mr Park sald.
He credited Hwang Jang-Yap, the
highest eeth Kerean official to defeet
ty the Scuth {ive yems ago, with pro-
viding him with invaluable insights

intt?t{Jong-ll"s mind.

gf\fo\
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The pracess of national
reconciliation between
North and South Korea
wilf take time and at the
moment it is difficult to
give an exact time frame.
KAV CHONGKITTAVORN
explores the
pros and cons of
cinter-Korean refations

M\ [iwang was a minister of educa-
tiom and {ather of ithe juche (“self-
reliance™) idea.

Yor at least two years before his
father died, Kim Jong-11 was already
in charge of Narth Korea. “He has
been studying and practising to take
over from his father for 22 years,”
zaid My Park.

The soft-epoken minister also said

that towards the end of the inter-

Korean summmit in July, Kim Jong-11
was reluctant to sign the South-North
Joint Declaration.

But South Korean President Kim
Dae-Jung told him that it was impor-
tant that he put his personal approval
to the juint apreement to celebrate
Zist-century relations.

Mr Park queted Kim Dae-Jung as
telling My Kim: “Many agreements
have been signed but never imple-
mevted, o both of us need Lo make a
new start.”

Kim Jung-1{ decided o sign the docu-
ment as chairman of the National
Defenice Comnmizsion.

At a separate meeting with Kim
Jong-11, Kim Dae-Jung praised the
North Korean leader for being sincere
in moving reconciliation forward, say-
ing Kimt Jong-1! had told him that
North Korea did not want to see
another war on the Korcan peninsula
and that his country wanted to
finprace rojalions with the West,

‘e said Math Korea was no Jonger
a paradise,” =aid Kim Dae-Jung,
referring to the North Korean leader’s
adniission of current reality.

ﬂgﬁkﬁm

THE ICE 1S THAWING: South Korean news magazings show composite photographs of President

-

Biff Clinton with North Korean teader Kim Jong-ii at a bookstore in Seoul on Sunday. teft Sauth
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung, who is ready to make 8 new start . ~ APPTI

After the inter-KEorean summit, Kim
Dae-Jung called/the US and Japanese
leaders to say that North Korea truly
wanted to impfove ties with them.
Pyongyang, he added, wanted to
ensure its security and to create at
the same time|an external environ-
ment conducive to national develop-
ment. For at lgast four years, North
Korea has beén plagued by famine
and food shortages.

Beth leaders agree that the process
of national rdconciliation will take
time and at the moment it is difficult
to give an exact time frame.

“It will at ledst take 20 years and at
the most 40, the President tald a
group of Asian and European journal-
ists, Mr Park|predicted that reunifica-
tion of the twoe Koreas would be
realised in 30 years.

Mr Park sgid South Korea had to
bridge a wide gap between the
economies and living conditions of the
two countrigs. When East Germany
and West Germany unilted a decade
ago, the ecpnomic differential was
about four to one. But in the case of
the two Koreas, the differential is a
steep 30 to|1, judging from the pross
national product figures. South Korea
has a per kapita GNP of $10,000 a
year againgt $300 for North Korea.
Reunificathon is not possible through
absorption|in the immediate future.
“South Horea does not have the
money and resources,” Mr Park said.

To make the government undey—tﬁnd
s
/ .

) e 1m

the preblems of reunification, Mr
Park recounted how his minisiry had
despatched 20 officials to Germany to

study the gamut of reunification o n
daily basis.

“In Germany, reunification tosk place
before transformation,” said My Park,
“put in Korea transformation has (o
come {irst.”

When Fast and West Gepmnany unit-
ed, BO per cent of the Bast Gurinans
knew about the real situation in West
Germany, bul in North Korea, apart
from senior leaders, Kim Joug-il in
particular, the general public has no
knowledge of the real si{uation in
South Korea.

Mr Park said afler the suiumnii, both
sides implementied what they ngvecd
to in Pyongvang. At least Ml tnmilies
separated by the Koveaw Wi tawe
met,

“We hape to increase the nember and
establish regular coniacts thoy will
Iead to the setting up of a centre =
that families from both sides con meet
regularly,” Mr Park said. adding that
at least 10 million familics were dis-
united by the war.

He said that separated families were
desperate to get together and that
they were top priority. “You don’t
want to see them rushing across the
horder to reunite with their familios
by themselves, do you?” asked My
Park, smiling,

— The Nation/Asia News Néi%
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-« Koreas fail to agre
— bR

€ouk, AUG. 31. Ministerial tatks
between North and Scuth Korea
adjcurned  teday  without  an
grefrent an South Korea's de-
wand for wp-tevel military meet-
ings to help ease tensions (n one
of &l world's most dangerovs
flashpoints.

“The release of a joint swte.
ment {on the ministerial talks) is
being defayed as the two sides
failed 1 see eye 10 eye on key is-

. B S,
suessuch asa nnf\mry hotline and
top-level militaty taiks.,” said a
paoi repart from South Korean re-
poriers i Pyongvang.

It was unclear whether the min-
isterial tatks. in their second and
last scheduled day, would resume,

The South Korean Unitication
Minister. Mr. Park Jae- kyu, pro-
posed the military meetings and
hotline at the swart of the talks to-
dav.

e on milit

HO-1 4 1

But the two sides didfagree iy
principle 1o hold oo ove e
unions this vear for famities se
arated in the 1950-53 Korean waf.

The timelrame Yor the reumons
will be discussed in early Septep-
her in a meeting of Hed Cross offi-
cials from the two countries.

Earlier this month, 100 eldérly
peopte from each of the Xogeas
et family members they hagin't
seen i o half-century at reunipns.

ry talks

A sentor South Rovean Red
Cross official said fast week a sec-
ond round of reunions could take
place dwring the Chusok thanks-
giving holidavs on September 11-
13.

The wwo sides also agreed 1o
hoid a working level mecting next
month to ser vp alegal framework
for economic projects, ncluding
treatios on double taxation and in-
vestnient guarantees, — Reuters



REDEFINING A FEUD

A 'SETTLED’ PRESCRIPTION for the resolution
of a festering China-Taiwan question is that the
two must be brought together politically at
same point in time. In fact, despite a masterly
ambiguity about the real and artificial nuances
of this solution, the U.S. too has, in recent years,
acknowledged the basie validity of a much-ban-
died formula, in a sense an ultimate fulure vi-
sion, of "One China’. Yet, it has been a critical
raspect of an increasingly wealthy Taiwan's for-
‘eign policy’ to try and confound Beijing by rein-
venting the concept of ‘One China’ with some
egularity. It has, therefore, come as no surprise
hat the President of Taiwan, Mr. Chen Shui-
ian, has now acuually redefined his territory’s
1d feud with China. Admittedly, Mr. Chen has
not been as sirident as his critics had expected
him to be when he assumed office with a repu-
tation for being abrasively in tavour of “Taiwa-
nese independence’. His fatest pronouncement
is that Taipei will not proceed from ‘a pre-de-
termined stance’. But, in his considercd view,
the Taiwanese ‘cannot have a pre-determined
conchusion’ either in regard to the question of
their eventual unification with China, a com-
munist state in some transition as seen {rom
Taipei. He is also reported to have taken the line
that 'any option is a possibility’ if it is accepi-
able to the democratic Talwanese in an exercise
of their 'free will'.
The core proposition in Mr. Chen'’s pulicy
— the unacceptability of a ‘pre-determined
conclusion’ — can only help 1oss the very for-
mufa of ‘One China" into a new Taiwancse
melting pot of ideas. It may. of course, be ar-
gued on his behalf that his objection w any
sense of a pre-ordained finality in regard to the
cutcome of an advocated process of dialogue
with China pertains mainly to the means of
uniting Beijing and Taipei at some unciear date
in the future, However, he has already man-

L v
JRY

aged, transparently as a matter ot deliberate
policy, to raise a new controversy over a highy
emnotive issue with larger geopolitical overtones
for the entire world not jhst the Asia-Pacific
region. At the same time, |[Mr. Chep has also
sought to mollify, if not really woo, the Chinese
regime under Mr. Jiang Zemin and Mr. Zhu
Rongji by hinting thar Taiwhn may not press for
a non-negutiable soluton| Mr. Chen’s assur-
ance about the absence of b pre-conceived Tai-
wanese ‘stand’ is  obvipusly his way of
indicating a climb-down ffom a pro-independ-
ence platform which wag
clectoral plank despite shme campaign-tim
spin-doctoring of this prime issue. \

\ O}\ W
Two factors, which go/ beyond the inherent

niceties of the China-Taiwan standofl, are of
greater concern to the larger international com-
munity, First, Taiwan despite being a democra-
cy cannot simply be allowed to play a big
brother in relation to China given the cardinal
reality that it is a long time since Beljing was
admitted to the United Nations and allotted a
contentious permanent seat in the Security
Council. This aspect of rgalpolitik is significant
due to the debate in Tajwan on whether the
territory should join China only when the latter
too can be acknowledged to have turned a de-
mocracy. The second and no less imporrant
consideration, atleastin the reckoning of sever-
al key countries other than China. is that any
engineered twist 1o the China-Taiwan dispute
may only ignite new tensions between them, 4
worrisome aspect in thisjcontext is the possibil-
ity of Taiwan being assofiated, in some way or
other, with Washington's plans for a theatre
missile defence system ip East Asia. China's re-
fusal to renounce force as an option w absorb
Taiwan in certain stated circumstances needs
be evaluated in this ovérall context.

widely seen as his/



Taiwan for closer

ties with China']

Y

pA——
,\.‘N‘\
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE g/t\

TAIPEI, Sept 16, — Talwan's President Chen
Shui-bian today said his government would like to
upen a direct transportation link with China and

urged Beijing to engage in talks with Taipei
nermalisation of trade and political relations.

for

"I think the time has arrived for a direct trans-

portation link .. We are willing to open it by
vear-engd,” Mr Chen said.

the

He =aid a direct transportation link would be part
of a normalisation of business ties between the two
sides which could also facilitate a normalisation in

Taiwan-China relations.
"Normalisation of cross-strait ties has to st

art

with normalisation of bilateral commercial ties,"

he said, adding the government would consi

der

relaxing economic restrictions towards China if

national security was assured.

The decades-old ban on the three direcl links —
iransportation. commerce and post — has been in
place since 1949 after Taiwan and China split at

the end of a bitter civil war.

Wl LOen il

Mr Chen's remarks came after Taiwaa's
mainland policy architpet, the Mainland
Affairs Council, on Wednesday completed a
plan of a possible trial of irect links between
its uffshore islands and the mainland before
the vear-end.

Under the plan, the ¢ffshore islands of
Kinmen and Matsu would be allowed to make
direct wrage and transport exchanges with the
Chinese province of Fujisn in a tr”)heme

known as the "three mini [linksg',




/'Koreas on road to Berlin Wal y

Seoul, Sept. 17 (Renters): Scut
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
ot Monday launches work on a
railway and highway through the
Cold War's last frontier, a project
he hopes witl be akinto the fall of
the Berlin Wall mwore ihan a
decade ago.

President Kim has described
the restaration of the 20 km road
and ratlway through the world's
most militarised border as an
“iron itk road” that will Yink the
Far East to Europe throngh China
and Russia. {The two Koreas will
heorld the first talks between their
defence ministers on September
25-26).

Thousands of soldisrs from
bath communist North and capi-
talist South witl put aside rheir
weapons to help with the work —
mostly digeing up landmines in
the oxymaronically named demil-
itarised zane.

The South Korean government
has earmarked 54.7 billion won to
restore its 12 km portion of the
railway, blown up in the early
dayvs of the 1950-33 Korean War.
North Korea is responsible for the
repairing the other § kn-of sev-
ered track and for upgrading the
jine to Stnuiju on its border with
China.

Seounl has allocated another 100
million won to build a four-dane
highway on its side of the border
paraliel to the ratlroad.

The land links may be the the
most conerete evidence so far of
the rapld thaw between the ftwo
Koreas, who remain in a state of
war because their conflict a half-
century ago ended in an armed
truce that has not bheen replaced
by 4 peace accord.

{n the three months since Pres-
ident Bim heid an unprecedented
summit with North Korean leader

KimJong-il inPyongvang, theftwo
Kareas have been engaged In a
whirlwind of events that may sig-
nal a breakthrough in their half-
century cold war stalemate,

Kim Daejung delibe

reconciliation, comparin
Germany’s reunification,
set the stage for the summit in Py-
ongvang.
Kim Jongil's top gdviser.
party secretary Kim Yong-Sun
was in South Korea last week ta
set the stage for the enjgmatic
North Korean leader’s rveturn
surmmnit in Seout early ngxt year.
Top level defence talks are spt
for September 23526 in Squth Kare-
a’s island of Cheiu. thefirst such
bilateral meeting.
Two rounds of cabinet-level
meetings have vieldefl a slew of
agreements, includingat least two

mors tpuvm)nﬁ; of fa orn
asunder during the tra matlc
events of the Korean War.

Top Scuth Korean cotglomer-
ate Hyundai is et to build a huge
industrial complex in North Kore-
a's southwestern Kaesong, an an-
cient roval capital that Py-
angrang will alse open up io
tourists from the south.

Conservative hardliners in
South Korea, led by former Presi-
dent Kim  Young-Sam, worry
thitigs are geing too fast. They see
the vestored raflway as a kind of
Trojan Horse that will make it all
the easier for an unregenerate
North to invade again.

They were nutraged when
Sotth Karea repatriated 63 North
Korean splez without reciprocal
action from Pyongyang on the es-
timated 8060 Korean war prisoners
and kidnap victims believed fo be
held in the Novth,
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North Korea
proposes v/
diplomatic
ties with EU
REUTERS %ﬁ’c\ ’]/N\:;\

SEQUL, Sept. 21. — North Ko-
rea today said it has proposed
opening diplomatic relations
with member nations of the
European Union, as the Asian
country moves to end its long
Cold War isclation.

The official Korean Central
News Agency said the North
Korean foreign minister, Mr
Pack Nam-Sun, had recently
gent a letier officially propos-
ing ties to the foreign minis-
ters of Belgium, UK, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Spain and the ex-
ternal relations commissioner
of the Eurcpean Commission.

The letters proposed to
“expand and develop these
relations in political, economic,
cultural and all other fields in
keeping with new changes tak-
ing place in their relationship
at the historic turn of the cen-
tury”, the agency reported in a
dispatch monitored in Seoul.

“The establishment and
development of the relations
between (North Korea) and
those countries will give an
affirmative effect on finally lig-
uidating the leftover of the
Cold War,” KCNA said.

The European Commission
said in July that North Korea
had asked to establish diplo-
matic relations with EU, but
the EU had vet to take a posi-
tion on the request.
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The Kims and the ,,Oﬁl_‘_qeas

ARLY NEXT week the Defence

Ministers of the two Koreas are to

meet on the South Korean island of

Cheju to follow up on an important
event thar took place earlier this past week.
When the South’s Mr. Cho Seong-tae
literally gets to grips with the North's Mr.
Kim il Chol, they could have a very limited
agenda, but it is one that could accelerate
the present thawing of relations between
the two countries.

On Monday, the South Korean President,
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, symbolically waved the
green flag at the village of Imjingak to
revive a long suspended rail-curn-road link
between the two Koreas through the
demilitarised zone. The two leaders, Mr.
Kim Dae Jung and Mr. Kim Jong I of the
North, had decided at their surnmit in June
to reopen this fink, *“On this day we start
reconnecting our divided fatherland,” said
the South’s Mr. Kim. For pragmatists,
though, alt talk of the rail and road link
leading ro reunification is quite premature.

It is almost 50 years since the 24-km rail
connection was destroyed just as the
Korean War was breaking out. The whole
area was then mined. The Defence
Ministers are expected to discuss how the
mine clearing will take place. It. |
is unlikely that the thaw has L
reached a stage where a joint
operation will take place
because that entails sharing of
minefield charts, including
types of mines laid and other
details not normally disclosed to
an adversary. But, eventually
the mine clearing will be similar
to peeling off a laver of un
Onion.

There are nonetheless two
major aspects to this rail and
road plan, which has a
maximum estimated cost of
5150 millions. on the South
Korean side. When the rail
connection is revived, it will
join a network that leads to
Sinuifu beyvond which lies the
Chinese border and the rail link
1o China and the Asian land
mass. Therefore, first the
South’s huge industrial export
machine will get access to the
Asian-Russia-£uro land mass
and its maikets without having
to continue to ship its goods by
sea. This could well make South
Korean goods highty
competitive, once other
hottlenecks such as gauge
standardisation and fransit costs
are resolved. Korean goods can
reach Buropean markets directly
though the Trans-Siberian
railway. Likewise, European
goods could reach the Koreas
by land.

Of greater immediate import
is the detail that the so-called
“Tron-Silk™ rail and road link
connects the South to the town

industrial complex, not just for itself. it is
1o be used by over 70 South Korean textile
companies too, The completion of the link
and the industrial complex will give both
sides the mutual benefit and vested
interest to continue with economic \ f"\
integration. . }
8 WH - 24

The two Koreas have arranged reunions
among a tiny fraction of families separate
by the war in the early 1950s. They
promise to arrange more such meetings.
They have let Hyundai arrange periodic
pilgminages to Mt Kumkang in the North
for Koreans from all over the globe. All
these represent a limnited contact between
the two peoples. The rail and four-lane

Sceptics say Mr. Kim Jong Il is
exploiting Mr. Kimi Dae Jung'’s
ambition to go down in
history as the man who put
the Korean peninsula back
together. F. J. KHERGAMVAILA
on the reunification moves.

of Kaesung in the North. L
Kaesung is where Hyundai is
building a billion dollar

The contingents of North and South Korea marched together at
the Sydney Olympics opening ceremony... a poitter to the future?

road Yink is the beginning to the first
meaningful inter-Korean interaction.

Yet,|there is need for caution. Notahly,
when the South's leader opened the
potentially important artery, no North
Koreanp official was sent ro attend. It was
indeed a South Korean event, but could
Mr. Kifn Jong Il be playing it both ways, as
many phservers suspect? There has been
no anijouncement of plans on the
rebuilding of the 12-km railway live that
was destroyed on the North's side. Very ‘
little is| known about what really took place’ |
at the Inter-Korean summit; about whether
the Nofth said that it would permit its
people|to travel to the South and back.

The more wary among keen Korea
watchels feel that it is “advantage Jong Il". |
He is gerting investrients in tens il nat
hundreds of millions fromm the South 1
Korean|chaebols, his opening to the South |
has created a larger opening with the
influential and politicaily powertul wealthy
western] world, but in ali this hasn't he |
ensured what he wants most, nolably the ‘
survival| and sustenance of the decadent
politica] system under a repressive regime? |
Pyvongyang's Foreign Minister has just
written fo nine Furopean nadons and the
European Union, seeking formal |
ties. There has been no domestic
political reform at all and Mr.

Kim Jong II rides high )
internationally only on the basis
of the summit and some
symbaolic moves.

The two Korea teams marched
together as one at the Opening
Ceremony of the Sydney
Olympic Games. Mr. Kim Dae
Jung is expecting 1o receive Mr.
Kim Jong 1I's depury. Mr. Kim
Yong-nam lLiler in the year. After
that, Mr. Kim Jorg [l will travel
to the South for the return ‘
SUTITL. i

These developments are
symbolically enceuraging,
especially to Mr. Kim Dae Jung
for whom they represent the
success of his “Sunshine Policy”.
His worst critics say that he is
angling for the Nobel Peace
Prize, either before or after he
quits office in 2003. They add
that Mr. Kim Jong Il is expioiting
Mr, Kim Dae Jung's ambition to
g0 down in history as the man
who put the peninsula back
together.

Quite little is said these days
about the sirong dommestic
opposition within the South,
voiced through the Grand
National Party. The GNP has
boycotted Parliament since
September 1 and it is therefore
impossible for the Government
o adopt legislation for inter-
orean projects and foad
ssistance.

There are also those who feel
hat the clock canni be set
ack. So far, it appears that on
his ciock, only0Ong hand is
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/K/greas’ defence

S

Cheju, South Korea, September 25

South and North Korea

taday pledged to waork
toward reconciliation at their first
meeting following five decades of
hostility across the world’s most
heavily fortified border, So 3‘2}7
Korean officials said. )&F ,\‘;

The meeting between §0uth
Korean Defenice Minister Cho
Sung-Tae and Kim [I Chul,
Minister of the People’s Army of
MNorth Korea, marked one of the
most significant steps toward rap-
prochement on the divided Korean
peninsula since a June summil of
the leaders of both Koreas. YA

Cho and Kim “shared a basjc
understanding” during their onk-
and-half-hour talk that their mili-
taries should support the agree-
ments of the summit, in which the

o Koreas agreed to seck eventu-
al reunification, said Brig Gen
Yoon fi-Young. spokesman for
Seoul’s Defence Ministry.

South Korean officials, however,
doubted whether sweeping mea-
sures that will ease tension across
the Korean peninsula could be
achieved in this first meeting.
North Korea wants the talks agen-
da limited to military cooperation

THE DEFENCE Ministers of

to clear landmines along a railway
track and a four-lane road being
built through the inter-Korean
border.

The two have agreed to recon-
nect the severed railway between
Seoul and the North Korean city of

chiefs me

South Korean Defence Minister Chpo Sung-tae, right, shows the lway
for Vice Marshal Kim i Chol, Minister for North Koreas’s People’s Army
te the room for the talks on Monday. Photo: AP

Shinuiju., near the border [with
China. and to build a road betyeen
Seoul and the North's southern
city of Kaesong.

South Korea wanis a military
hotline and other confidence-
building measures, including the

i begins

notificaiion of military drills and
sending observers to gach other’s
military fraihing exeIcises.

The tact that the rwa chiets were
discussing couperation was seen as
a preat stride towards pedce on the
peninsula. Their border s guarded
by nearly two million battle-ready
troons on hoth sides. barbed wire.
minediclds. and artillerv and mis-
siles that can reach each other's
capitals. The Pentagon still repards
the North's 1.1 cullion military -
which i beligved o have chemical
and biological weapons and s
developing dong-range missiles - as
one of the grestest security threats
in MNortheast Asia. Woshington
keeps 37.000 US soldiers in South
Korea as a deterrent against the
North.

The talks are the first between
the Defence Chiefs from the two
sides since the division of the
Karcan peninsula in 1945 and the
1950-53 Korean wat. 3t will also
push  for  joutine  Defence
Ministers” talks, The communisl
North Rorea and ihe capitalist
South Korea are still rechnically at
war as they have 101 10 slgh u poace
treaty to replace the arpnstice
sighed at the end of the Korean

war. g
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~Korean Ministers
vow to work for
feconciliation

. CHEJU (S. KOREA), SEPT. 25. The De-
‘ Ministers of South and
Norfh Kerea who met today for
the ifirst time ever, pledged to
work toward reconciliation.

‘he meeting between the South
korean Delence Minister, M.
Che Sung-Tae, and Mr. Kim 1l
Chul, Minister of the People’s Ar-
my of North Korea, marked one of
the most significant steps toward
rapprochement on the divided
Korean peninsula since a June
summit of the leaders of both Ko-
reas. Mr. Cho and Mr. Kim
“shared a basic understanding”
during their one-and-a-half-hour
talk that their militaries shouid
support the agreements of the
summit, in which the two Koreas
agreed (o seek eventual reunifica-
tiori, said Brig. Gen., Yoon I
voung, spokesman for Seoul’s De-
fence Ministry. H? §

South Korean officials” howev-
er, doubted whether sweeping
measures that will ease tension
across lhe Korean peninsula can
be achieved in this first meeting.

The fact that the two chiefs
were discussing cooperation was
seen as a great stride towards
peace on the peninsula.

Both sides agreed “in princi-
ple” to support cfforts to make
the summit accord reached in the
North Korean capital Pyongvang
a reality, But South Korean offi-
cials had said even before the
Cheju meeting began e the
North Koreans had expressed
their intent to limit the talks tc
militarv aspects of the planned re-
construction of a trans-Korea rail-
way as well as a road. — DPA




Jefence chiefs to meet ‘again

By E.J. Khergamvala \/(9 l k}

TOKYQ, SEPT. 26.The Defence Ministers of the two Ko-
regs found that there was sufticient agreed sub-
stance (G issue @ joind staternent about  their
liest-ever just ended talks on the South Korean island
of Cheju Yy 3

The host, Gen. Cho Sung-iac 3{1 \‘ﬁ \ting
North Korean People’s Armed Forces Minisjer, §en.
Kim [f Chol agreed to meet again in mid-Noyember,
Lhis time in the North. Before that, defence bificials
and vperatonal level commanders will meet in early
October. Leaving aside the platitudes about “coop-
eration and durable peace” contained in the joint
siatement, the document spefls out the immediate
priority of the two defence forces as to “aliow peo-
ple, vehicles and facilities 10 come into the demi-
litarised zone of each side” $0 as 10 enable and “'start
projects of laying railways and a road linking the
corth and the Sauth and guarantee their security.”
This was the first-ever mecting of the Defence
inisters of the two Xoreas. The task referred to in
the stateiment concerns the 24 km rail-cum-road link
between the two Koveas that was destroved during
the outbreak of the Korean War 50 years back. At
their summit in Pyongvang in mid-June, the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae Jung and the North's
leader, Mr. Kim Jong W had agreed rhat this transport
link should be veopened.

On September 18, South Korea inaugurated its
part of the rebuilding of the link. The rail link, which
j0ins 4 network in the North, running up o the Chi-
nese horder with North Korea would open out new
markets for South Korean goods. However, {or that
to happen. the two sides must make that part of the
demilitarised zone where the link traverses, com-
| pletely free of danger for construction crews, vehi-
cles and machinery. More specifically, this entails
mine clearing, removing other obstacles Jike barhed

—_— —_ i e e e

The South Korean President, Mr. Kim Daejung
(right}, with the North Korean Defence Minister,
Mr. Kim Il Chol, in Sepu! on Tuesday. — AP

wire fences, trip wires ang handing over to the con-
struction authorities a ngwly mapped terrain. This
tagk was allotted to the two armed forces. [ remains |
to be seen if the thaw hetween the two Koreas reac-
hes a level where both armed forces could remove
prepared demolitions at bridges and culverts.

The Defence Ministers’ statement agreed on
“opering the military dgmatcation lice and demi-
litarised zone along the road linking the North and
the South, on the basis ¢f the armistice agreement.”
This would appear o ihply that for the two sides’
officials, survevors and| engineers o do their iob
without bindrance, theflocal commanders at Pan-
munjom along the 381h|Parallel may be empowered
10 issue cross-over and refurn permits rather than

this being centraily controled. / >
-~ - —_—
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Dual citizenship for .
NRIs being considerﬁ ef eénce

"LONDON: Dual citizenship. a
long-standing demand of non-res-
ident Indians (NRIs) and people
of Indian origin world over, is
under the consideration of a
newly sct up high-level commiliec
on Indian diaspora.

Speaking to reporters, chair-
man of the committee LN
Singhvi said. *“Dual citizenship
isstie has been referred to us” He
added that the five-member com-
mittee would submit its recom-
mendations on the issie n siX to
pine months and the government
had assurced the panel that it
would 1ake prompt action. 7y

SOUTH KOREA: Dcfe\ngé ministers from South

and North Korea on Tuesday ended their first-ever
talks, vowing to work for peace, but substantive mili-
tary issues failed to be broached, officials said. ) ¥ {

“Both sides agreed that easing military tension d]
building a lasting and durable peace on the peninsaja
15 essential,” a joint statement said.

But several issues proposed by South Korea ahedd
of the talks, including the establishment of a military
hotline. joint notification of troop movements and the
granting of observation rights fot major military exer-
cises were not discussed.

“The south had proposed those topics at the oulset
but the northern side refused to discuss such issues
this time.” said a spokesman for South Korea's min-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

27 %6

ministers agree to work \/
Jor peace in Korean peninsula \

istry of national defenke. During the two-day meet-’
ing on the resort island of Cheju, South Korean
defence minister Cho $eong-Tae and the North’s Kim
11- Chol agreed to work towards a durable peace for
the divided Korean peninsula and for their next
meeting 1o be held in November in North Korea.

4]

As expected. the talks focused on a plan to build a
rail and road link acrgss the heavily fortified demili-
tarised zone (DMZ) that has separated the two coun-
tries since the 1950-33 Korean war was ended in an
armed lruce, Agresment was reached to allow cop-
struction personnet apd cquipment to move within
the DMZ and to hold a working-level meeting in
early October to discliss co-operation on such issues
as the removal of landmines. Reuters) -
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HE 1.8, Secretary
of Siate, Ms.
Madeleine Albright,
has just ended a
hurriedly-planned two-day
trip to Pyongyang, the
principal short teim
purpose of which was to
assess if the time is ripe for
Mr. Bill Clinton to visit the
world's most closed state.
This short wrm goal is
contimgent on the long
termt goal of getting the
North Korean regime of
Mr. Kim fong [} to harness
its missife development
and export programme, as
well as address several
other concerns about its
previous conduct. Early
reports afier Ms, Albright’s
trip speculate on two
possible dates for the U.S
President’s visit.

Mr. Clinton is scheduled
to attend the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum (APEC) leaders’
meeting in Brunei. Kyodo,
Yonhap and ITAR-Tass news agencies have
cited officials to report that My, Clinton
would go to North Korea before the Bruned
meeting. Ms. Albright talked with the
North's leader {or a total of six hours and
did suggest later that Mr. Kim Jong U was
armnenable ro addressing severat missile and
security related concerns raised with him.

“Important progress” had becn made,
she said. “But much work remains to be
done,” Ms. Albright said with regard o
tying up technical details in certain aieas
betore they could be worked into a format
agreement.

She said that while watching a mass
acrobatic tableau in Seoul, when a giant
screen showed the Jaunch of Pvongvang's
1998 launch of the Taepodong-1 missile
bearing the satellite, Mr. Kim “immediately
turned 10 me and quipped that this was the
first satellite luunch and it would be the
tast”,

It is now Mr. Clinton’s judgment call
whether he should take the step of going to
Pyvongyang, clearing the North's namie as 4
state sponsor of 1errorism, sign a verifiable,
missile related agreement and find the
resources and the sources to compensate
the North Korean regime.

Even before he plans his visit, Mr.
Clinton will need to be assured on many
counts that he will bring back tesuits.

1t is difficult ta ignore the legrey’ factor
in My, Clinton’s rush to reciprocate. Ms.

- Albright tried to allay fears at home and in
South Korea and lapan abouat the 115,
running abead of events. The trick is for the
1.5, 10 use just the right amount of its
muscle and stalure {0 prevent the North
from dividing its adversaries.

For the North, a Clinton visit in itself
would be a huge endorsement for the Kim
fong Il regime and the prescut system, Any
military CONCOSSIoNs of econoinic opening

|

The U.S. Secretary of State, Mis. Madeleine Albright, with
the North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong 11, (Below) the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dasjung... winds of change.

Seldom do so many factors
converge in support of an
international initiative

as with the South Korean
President’s ‘sunshine policy' of

engagement with the North,
reports F, J. KHERGAMVALA.

that even smacks of a challenge to the
system will be non-negotiable o
Pyongvang.

On balance, North Korea perhaps fears
that the U.S. might well have a Republicuan
in the White House with a majority in

The sun shines on the Koreas

{ongress, 5o it is better
to do a deal now,
provided it can retain 2
big lvophole in any
deal.

It was the Nogth that
sent & top level special
envoy seeking the
Albright, then Clinton,
visit o Pyongvang.

Seldom do so many
factors converge in
support of an
international inftiative
as with the South
Korcan President, Mo
Kim [ae- jung's
“sunshine policy” of
engagement with the
North. After all, the
ULy, atrrfiude lowards
the Negth is the result
of a policy seview done
by Dr. William Perry,
who in turn made the
sunshine approach the
core of his
l'L’[‘UHHBL‘HdBTiﬂl}S.

In June, the 1we Kims met i Pyongyang.
That meeting heralded 2 thaw which was
one factor in My, [Kim Dae-jung getting the
Nobel Peacre prizg. Last week, just before
Ms. Albright's arrival in the North, Mr. Kim
Dae-jupg hosted the Asia-Furope summit,
tte used his positibn as the host and
conference chair, the Nobe) and the inter-
Korean suimmit in June o get the Asla-
Europe meeting tolissue a separate Seout
Declaration supporive of his policies. A few
European nations dnnounced they were
looking closely at oftablishing formal tes
with the Nocth.

Thus, Ms. Albright's visit came in the
nridst of and imparted g fresh momentism
to the internarional tide in favour of
bringing North Kored in from the cold, but
under certain strict conditions. Ms, Albright
almosr spelt out them out. The priority
itesns are those that dre the conimoen
demands of the U.5,, Japan and South
Korea. Notably, “‘restrpin missite
development and testing’

Next, curb export of| missile technology
and parts to lran, Pakistan, Libya and Syria.
Ms. Albright said that tied into these
discussions was “Chairjnan Kiny's idea of
exchanging North Koreh's restraint in
missiles for launches ofl Novth Koarean
civilinn-use satellites” by another party.

This does nor clarify If the North would
be coaxed or coorced into a curb an
present generation misstes or will not be
permitted o develop vatiants.

The gquestion of removing e North from
the U.S. State Departmerdt's lisc ol state
sponsors of terrorism wiil form part of a
bargain. Doing so will entitle the 1.5, to
vote i favour of loan applications by the
North at multilateral instijutions. No
annrouncement was made labout the two
countries exchanging laisgn offices,

Considering the compleyity of the issues
here, hasty accords could inean incomplete

agreements full of lnopholds. /
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SEOUL, AUG. 15, One hundn

North Koreans embraced and
wept with Southern relatives
whom they had not seen for halfa
century, in an outpouring of joy
and distress televised live on
Tuesday in South Korea,

The elderly North Koreans,
who arrived from Pyongyang,
capital of the reclusive, Stalinist
North, were ushered into a giant
hall at a Seoul convention centre
whete relatives were waiting.
Cries and moans fiiled the room.

“Mother, be calm. Your son is
here,” a 68-year-old man told his
95-year-old mother, who was so
overcome with emotion that a
nurse rushed to her side to take
her blood pressure.

“Father, father,” 52-year-old
Mr. Cho Kyong-jae cried, kneel-
ing in front of 78-year-old Mr.
Cho Yong Gwan from North Ko-
rea. “Oh, my son. I'm sorry.
You've grown up nicely,” said the
elder Mr, Cho, a state-decorated
scientist in the North who was
drafted into the Communist army
during the 1950-53 Korean War.
His wife died 34 years ago, Mr.
Cho's son told him,

Another distraught man re-
peatedly bowed to his father, who
was wheelchair-bound and too
weak to respond. Men and wom-
en clutched each other, weeping
and wailing. Some stood in si-
lence, apparently stunned.

The reunions offered a window
on the pain of separation suffered
by millions of Koreans on both
sides of a sealed, militarised bor-
der that is the legacy of decades
of hostility. Family reunions are
one of the most emotional issues
that have defined the Jong-run-
ning stand-off between the two
Koreas, which were once devoted
to each other’s downfall but have
made great strides toward recon-
ciliation in recent months,

The North Korean visitors had
arrived in Seoul on a Russian-
made passenger jet of Air Koryo,
North Korea's national airline, af-
ter a 50-minute flight from Pyon-

Upsurge of émotions

reunioQS\X
S

%n ajrport.
The plane then picked up 100

South Koreans and ferried them
to similarly emotional reunions
in the North.

“I hope these reunions will noet
stop as a one-time event and will
continue so that the day will
come when dispersed family
members in the two sides can go
and come freely,” the South Ko-
rean delegation chief, Mr, Chang
Chung-shik, said on arrival in
Pyongyang.

Many of the North Koreans vis-
iting Seoul were men in dark suits
wearing pins with the {mage of
their revered late leader, Kim-I1
Sung. Arriving in Seou!, the head
of the North Korean delegation,
Mr. Yoo Mi Young (78], said more
reunions would follow those held
this week.

The 100 North Korean relative
were accompanied by 31 official
and 20 journalists. At the re
unions, one North Korean pai
tribute to Kim-11 Sung's son an
successor, Kim Jong-Ii, who com
mands a personality cult in hi
totalitarian state.

“1 live happily in the North un-
der the good care of great Gener
Kim Jong-1l. The main cause of
this tragedy is national division.
We must join hands to unify
fathexland,” declared Mr, Chu
Chang Mo (68), a painter w
met his sister and other relatives,
The South Koreans listened in
lence.

A tearful Shin Jae-soon, 89, told
hier 66-year-old son from Nor|
Korea that she always prayed fopr
him at Buddhist ternples.

“Thankyou, mother. You sacki-\
ficed t0o mwch,” replied Mr. Cho
é‘u KyuUng, 4 puofessor at Kim) 1l
Sung University in Pvon
“My heart is ﬁlled-\,-jptg m%nyi ngs:
of emotions.” Rapirochement
between the Communst Narth
and the democratic Soud acdel-
erated after their leaders nalgd 5
summit in June and pledgd 1q

work toward eventual reunfigy.
tion. — AP

THE HINDD
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~\+ TRAGEDY OF A DIVIDED CO

~; THE N OVING SCENES at Seoul and Pyvongyang
. witnessed during the arrivals of the members of
~ the long-separated tamilies scattered in the two
divided Koreas for nearly half 4 century should
bring about more than just a one-time reunion.
Had it not been for the Second Waorld War, Korea
would have remained united instead of being torn
apart with its people being hurled away from their
near and dear ones on either side of the 38th
Paralfel with fittle hope of their coming wogether
again, Wirh elderty parenis well past eighty hav-
ing no idea for over fifty vears of what had hap-
pened to their sons and daughters who are now in
their sixties, there is no reason why such a tragic
state of attairs should continue. The optimism
aroused recently in the two Koreas after the meet-
ing of the leaders of the divided country should
bring ahour the much longed for reunification fox
ending an agony inflicted on their people.

Korea has had a very raw deal starting with
the Japanese occupation of it before the Second
Woarld War. Hopes of its getting liberated at the
cnd of the war brought about by the U.S. nuclear
bombing of Japan in 1945 faded fast when the
Soviet Union moved in guickly to accupy ity
northern half while the 17.5. acted just as prompt-
Iy to occupy South Korea. While a Communist
regime took over in the northern hall of the is-
land, the US.-backed Syngman Rhee imposed his
dictatorship on South Korea. Prospects of the two
Koreas seitling down to their own ways of lite
lurned ourt to be a mirage in 1950 with the over-
running of the southern borders by the North Ko-
rean troops. The U.S. immediately plunged into
action by seeking U.N. appraval for its interven-
tion to end the invasion. It turned out to be a war
of attrition mainly because of Washington's refus-
al to halt its U.N.-backed troops at the 38th Paral-
kel and their advancing right up to River Yalu. This
provoked China's interveution and the war

[

Lo M

~ s
NTRY
dragged on till an armistice was signed by the U.S.
and the Soviet Union on hehalf of the two Koreas
in July 1953, India plaved|a major role in the Neu-
tral Nations' Repatriation Comrmission entrusted

with the return of the prisoners of war. '\f)/

While the Korean War ended nearly halt a
century ago, the agony bl the Koreans living in
their divided country remains, The same kind of
tragedy which the divideq families of the twa Ger-
manys had to endure for nearly half a century
after the Second World War ended happily with
the collapse of the Communist regime of the Ger-
man Democratic Republlic nearly a decade ago.
The televised scenes of [East Germans in an eu-
phoric rush towards their West German families
and friends alter the histhric bringing down of the
Berlin Wall will stay fresh in the minds of those
who had seen them. If|Germany could become
re-united only after the ¢ollapse of the Communi-
st regime in lhe GDR, there need not be such a
pre-condition for the reunification of the still di-
vided Koreas. History has not taken the same
course in Asia as it did in Lastern Lurope but
there is no reason why it should come in the way
of the reunification of the two Koreas. The eclipse
of Communism in the erstwhile Soviet Union
ended the rift in Europelinto its Western and East-
ern hawves. Bul China and North Korea still re-
main Communist. The headlong rash  of
European and 1),S. multinationals for invest-
ments in China which i becoming a big econom-
ic presence is tast blurring its differences from the
free market countries. |If their economies which
were long supposed to belong to two different
systems 1o longer divide them, there could be
nothing to divide rheir people. While the political
reunification of the two Koreas may take time,
their Governments should have no objection 1o
the free movement angl migration of the Korcans
from either side of the 38th Parallel.
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o~ to normalise ties*)

Japan, N. Korea seek

s By F. ). Khergamvala

TOXYO, AUG. 20, A North Koreatt
detegation avdives in Tokvo 1o ye-
somé novinatisatten witks with ja-
pan. This will e the Vi vound of
speh 1afks, but the first stace the
North-South sunnitry set out to
stabilise their own redationship,

Pyongyvang now s a beter ap-
preciation of the enormodds Costs
involved iy creating the indras-
fructure 10 anrct foreign fnvest
sment o develop s peonomy,
Conseguentdy, Japan, as the only
countey that has the monev o
provide the two Koreas, Das a
imach better wea ol how much
itiscle i can poiically deploy to
CRact s terms on the peninsula,
The North-South raibvay, whose
resinpation will cast at feast § 59
milions, s an example.

Like previous rounds, no major
bregktbrough Is expected bun ja-
pait will be quite sausfied if
ends with a scheduling of the next
round. The Yoshive Mol Govern-
ment's immediate purpose s
keep the Dall in play, while resist-
ing Pyvongyang’s demand-. & i
eV atemping 1o have o joing
statement afier this round.

Oreer the past week, Japan and
Nortl: Korea were jockeving for
advantage Iy relierating ofd de-
mandy that are on the table. Ja-
pan wants o know move abow
what it savs are at least W japa-
nese Tabducted” by North Ro-
rean agents in the 1970°s and
P980°s. Nomth  forea desuribes
these demands as unreasonabile.
Japan alsn wants greatey trans-
parency on the Novh's missiie
programme. This s an issue
where the North prefers 10 bay-
gaine only wiih the 1.5, and with
pottical uncertalnty in Washiog-
e the Kirm jong § regime is in
no eyt be transparent.

The North Korean leader, Mr
Kimn fong #, has been fiom in des
manding reparations from Japan
for the S6-year-old colondal e-
gie. As the talks in Japan draw
close, Prongyang bas been even
more vocal on this score. O will
never estabilish friendby ties with
Iapan at the sacritice of our
pricle. e said.

Fhe Mo Governmen does nog
want to address dus {ssue al this
stage. Bvery analvst expecis that
reparations will be paid o some
tormy, The North will have o de-
cide between two approaches,
The Seath Koveans yot divect rep-
argtiany when hey novinalised
ties with Tapan over 39 years agb.

A

Alternatively, the Chinese for 1%
coutd be employed by Pypim-
gvatig. This  entails  fursaking
“reparations” but demanding ex-
tremely heavy amounts of soft
ven loans as a form of compensa-
i i perpetuity. fnany case,
untll tapan has a fuffer idea of
hus {ts own indestry can benefit
from ted ald, it considers talk
about reparations as premature.
Nonetheless. not willing to ap-
pear hostile as well us tu create
receptive public opinion at home,
in Aprit the Japanese lifted all
sanctions imposed in August 1998
after the Taepodong misstle wsl
Less than a formight ago, a fapa-
niese GoOvernnmenLImission reiurn-
ed from the North W certity that
wide- ranging  ispection  had
shown that 80,060 wonhes of rice
shipped o the North so Tar had
been distributed o all sections of
the prople, not just the mifitan.
Quite soon, fapan hopes 1o affow
the rewrn of  some  fapanesy
spouses of Koteans in Pyongyany.
fast month, in a4 breakihrough
in Bangkok, the Japanese Foreign
Minister, M1 Yohel Kova. met ifis
counterpart, Mr Paek Nam-siyn.

looking faveurably an the Noyih's
suggesgnom w grant tegitimaty of-
tzenship o Notth Koreans in fe-
SEILS

Fapran, which has been kept oug
of securitv-related developihents
on the peninsula, sach gs the
“four-way ' valks, now feely com-
fortable that with Norih| Kerea
wiking to everybody, japanese
money pawer can be a usgtul toot
to ergrloy 1o mfluence the futaee
of the pepinsula. By, therefore,
caved in o pressure frong the eit-
yre region i acceptivg Pyvon-
vang's admission to the Asean
Hegional Forum.

I fact, resisting Pypngyang's
diplomnatic offensive would have
isofated fapan. fapan has stoud-
fastly refused ta accep] North Ko-
ven's  admission (o {the  Asian
Development Bank, pven as an
chiserver.

Pyongvang appliey it 1897 o
join the ADB, hut the U.S. and Ja-
pan have denied it eporv. Nat only
is Japan the predominane player
at the ADB, bur Reeping Pyvon-
gyany away froim (rpping the re-
sources of the ADB also means
forcing North Kgrea's depend-
etwer on bilaterad sprivces of assist-
ance,  which  Japan s boe
cquipped lo provfide.

= HINDU



" Taiwan leaves
reunion gat

2
REUTERS oW
TAIPEI, Aug. 28. — Taiwan
President Chen Shui-bian of
the pra-independence ruling
party today held out an olive
hranch to arch-rival Beijing
leaving onen the possibility of
eventual repnion with Ching

Analysts saw Mr Chen's
statemeni as an attempt lo
accominodate Beijing. which
has threatened to attack if
Taiwan declared statehood,
But the President risks alien-
ating his most ardent support-
ers who demand nothing short
of statehond.

M Chen, whe returned last
week from his first overseas
visit, said he was not preju-
diced on the explosive issus of
whether the island should
reunily with its giant commu-
nist neighbour.

“We dop’t have a predeler-
mined stance, but we also can-
not have a predelermined con-
cltusion,” Mr Chen said, refer-
ring 1o whether Taiwan should
rennify with or declare inde-
pendence from China.

“Any option ig a possibility,
but it must respect the free will
and the final ¢hoice and deci-
z1on of Taiwan's 23 million peo-
ple,” he told a news canference.

Tensions between Taiwan and

President Chen Shui hian

China have cased somewh
since Mr Chen, from the pro-
independence Demucrat{(ic
Pregressive Party, swept
power in presidential electigns
in March, ending more than
five decades of nationalist rule.

Mr Chen, who tock office|
May in the island’s fivst eyer
democratic transfer of power,
has offered China svothing
words.

But ties reflect an unchsy
stalemate becausc he
refused 1o bow to Beijing:s
demand thal he unequivodally
embrace its cherished Qne
China principle.

Beijing considers Taiwgn a
breakaway province and|has
also threatened invasion if the

”’%peﬁé

island dragged its feet on
reunion.

Mr Chen said Talwan is a
democracy and needs to build a
broadly based consensus on
whether to reunify with China,
the world's most populous
nation with 1.3 billion peaple.

“No country, government,
political party or individual can
presumptucusly help Taiwan’s
23 million people make a uni-
lateral decision,” he said.

But. the President side-
stepped the thorny issue of
whether he would assume the
chairmanship of the National
Unification Council, the previ-
ous administration’s top advi-
zory body on reunification.

The nationalists espouse
reunification with a demecratic
China and set up the council in
1690,

To skirt controversy sur-
rounding the council, Mr Chen
et un a 246-memhber “supra-
party” tusk force earlier thiz
month to create a consensus on
how to deal with China,
Malaysia offer: Malaveian
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mehamad has said that his
eotntry s wiling Lo play a pos-
frive role in the resumption of
China-Taiwan talks and
offered Kusala Lumpur as a
verie,

rri—t——




two Korean Presidents was seen by some, including President
Chen Shui-bian, to provide a madel on how talks on Sing-

ed on a pro-independence ticket, would not be willing to| go
that far in public, because the rules of the game are written in
such & way that the man making the first move loses. A yni-
lateral declaration would prebably bring about the suspension
of the Taiwan Relations Aet, which guarantees UUS protection
in case of a Chinese attack, but does not support a bid| for
independence — Clinton has already said no to twe Chihas.
Taiwan would have to fight the Chinese on its own.

So Chen is more or less in the same position as his predeces-
gor Lee, In other words, he is asking for parity of status infany
dialogue and a way to avoid accepting Beijing’s sovereignty.
Zhu Rongji, the Chinese prime minister, said that Chen gould
be offered the number two position in hiz government in|case
reunification came through, but that hardly addresseg the
wider problem of how much say Beijing can have in matters
pertaining to the island. Again, if one asked the Taiwapese,
they would say none. Chen’s idea of a confederation, in which
both sides - that is, Taiwan - retain effective and comjplete
independence of action over their respective territories, while
coordinaling with each other in certain limited areas, wags put
forward in recognition of this local sentiment, That this fis not
a saleable proposition in Beijing is seen in the official reaction
to the visit by Lee to Great Britain recently — cancellation of

i ministerial-level contacts, no official meetings and passible

retaliation against British trade. For a country whiq
major investor on the mainland and a significant pl
global trade 10 be told that it cannot have independent con-
tacts with the outside world is preposterous.
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OW that the novelty and
euphoria of the remarkable
Korean summit — the
three days that shook Asia

— have faded, the world is left

scratching its head and wondering

what it all adds up to. Has one of the
world’s most dangerous flashpoints
suddenly been defused? Have the
tectonic plates of the East Asian
strategic equation begun to shift?

The short answer is everything has

changed, yet nothing has changed.

However symbolic, the first such
summit in half a century was,
indeed, a historic achievement, per-
haps the beginning of a protracted
end-game in Korea. It offered new
hopes of peace and national reconcili-
ation. To see the world’s maost myste-
rious political figure prove to be a not
particularly unusual fellow, though
ohe with an impressive sense of
political theatre, certainly made fools
of most Western analysts who for
vears have portrayed Kim Jong Il as
either a bizarrc wacko or a buffoon.

Not to mention ail the bright lights

at the highest reaches of the Clinton

Administration who quietly argued

his regime was about to collapse.

And for political courage and
strength of character, Scuth Korean

President Kim Dae Jung has certain-

ly earned his place in history — and

a good shot at the Nobel Peace Prize,

Yet all the smiles, embraces and
pledges notwithstanding, five dec-
ades of Cold War ice have hardly
melted overnight. Nor has the “big
question” been answered: is Kim

Jong II's radical shift one of style and

tactics or is it strategic — is North

Korea really changing?

The North Korean divisions,
artillery and Seuds are still deployed
near the Demilitarised Zone. Tt still
has its chemical weapons.
Pyongyang is still working on its
third generation of ballistic missiles
and, in all likelihood, a covert
nuclear weapons programme. Nor
are there new signs that Pyongvang
is suddenly opening up or adopting
radicai economic reforms as China

did two decades ago.

Indeed, all too familiar North

Korcan rhetoric and gamesmanship

are still in evidence in the summit’s

aftermath. One day after the USA
reeyeled its unimplemented decision

For all the smiles, embraces and pledges, the ice of five
decades of Cold War between the two Koreas has hardly _
melted overnight, writes ROBERT A MANNING. Nor has the “hig
guestion’ heen answered: is North Korea really changing?

The summit between the t

of last September to lift mbst sane-
tions, Pyongvang Radio relfroadeast
a 1999 Kim Jong 1l speechiwarning
against “economic reforms gnd mar-
ket openings that would dertainly
lead to our destruction”. Thig was fol-
lowed by another broadeast] chastis-
g the USA for its “hostility® and al-
leged war preparations. :

'The “same-old, same-old”, dontrasts
sharply with the warm a d fuzzy
meod in both Seoul and Was] -ington
DC with Kim Jong I's sumjmit per-
formance and the “join hanfls” sum-
mit declaration. !

The full scope of Pyongyangs game-
plan will only be revealed ofer time.
But, clearly, he has embarked on an
uncharacteristically subtle frame of

verything has changed,
thing has changed

F)

¢ Koreas is 7 historic achievement, perhaps the beginning of a grotracted end-gamé in th

multi-pronged dipiomacy designed to
prop up his regime and failing econo-
my.

Moving the centre of gravity of
Korean diplomacy from a US-North
Korea framework to a North-Seuth
venue is more likely to produce bene-
fits for Pyongyang. Tt may also
increase leverage with the USA as
the North expands ties around the
warld or at least insulate Pyongvang
from pressure if a less accommodat.
ing administration takes office afier
November's US presidential elec-
tions.

Ahove all, this new diplomacy
reflects a not-so-hidden agenda on
both sides. For all the references to
unification, a mutual geal of any new

detente is ifor the for
precisely the oppesite
ciliation to reinfore
states, each reconcile:
Reviving its economn
Nerth Korea's medin
viability. Behind Pre:
Jung’s talk of peacefi
the tear of a North |
the South can ill aifo
In short, Kim Jon
regime to survive ;
wants to avoid the
absorbing the Nortk
for a yradual “softlan.
new “autward” straty
an environment ailow
sie, step by step lir
reforms essential 1o n
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esia may keq;
7US fleet out of

Taiwan Strait

THE STRAITS TIMES o)
ASIA NEWS RETWORK S |

TAIPES, July 10, — R“s%ii
will deploy its Pacific fleet' o
keep the US Seventh Fleet out
of the Taiwan Strait should
worsening cross-strait ties lead |
to US military intervention. |
Taiwanese reports said.

President Vladimir Putin
issued special instructions for
the military to be prepared for
this line of action m the event
that China-Talwan tension
deteriorated to o point wherg
the US decided 1o intervens
militarily.

When that happens, Russia’
Pacific fleet will also step in tf
keep the US military force auft
of the region, Taiwan’s medij
guoted a Central News Agendy
veport as having said.

In 1996, when China tesf-
fired missiles and staged navj
war games near Taiwan, tl i+
USA deployed parts of the 135
Seventh Fleet in the Taiws
Strait.
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HE first formal meeting
7. ) of the foreign ministers
of 13 East Asian coun-
tries will be responsible for
implementing the “Joint
Statement on East Asia
Cooperation,” issued by east
Asian leaders at their third
meeting in Manila last
November.
Slowly but steadily, East
Asia has been coming togeth-
er. Exports from South-east
Asian nations to North-east
Asia, for example, increased
by a remarkable 30 per cent
in 1997 and accounted for 24
per cent of Asean’s total
exports that year. North-east
Asia's share of Asean exports
surpassed that of the USA, at
20 per cent, and of the
European Union, al 15 per
y cent.
This trend was interrupted
by the financial crisis, but
with the economic recovery of
East Asia, 1t promises to
resume with renewed vigour.
A large proportion of this
bustling East Asian trade is
carried out between units of
conglomerates in different
parts of the region. Trade
within the region is, therefore,
closely linked with intra-
regional investment.
As a proportion of the total
East Asian trade, intra-
regional trade has risen from

No regional fortress

The region is opening up to the world. The USA and Europe remain
leading trading and economic partners of East Asian countries, each of
which is a member of the WTO or is aspiring to become one,

43 per cent in 1330 to 40 per
cent in 1990 and Yo about 50
per cent in 1998,
The synergies of thade and
investiment intensify, as cach
group of East Agian countries
moves up the development
ladder — first, Japan and
Scuth Korea, then, at differ-
ent paces, the first six Asean
members and China, and
finally Asean’s newer mem-
bers.

IHistorically, investments
from more developed coun-
tries and their markets have
nourished the growth of Jess
developed countries and
helped pull them up the lad-
der. The process involves not
only markets and capital but
also services, technology
transfer and the development
of human =kills. Unless some-
thing happens to break it up,
the continuation of this
process can hold great poten-
1ial for further econcmic inte-
gration in East Asia.

Until recently, the region’s
economic convergence had
been driven by the trade and
investment deci-

810N and
impulses
o f /"”

says RUDOLFO SEVERING

corporations, For the mest
part, it received little con-
scious guidance or support
from governments outside the
‘economic sphere. But in the
past few vears, governments
have taken deliberate steps to
nurture East Asia’s conver-
genee.
A recognition of the geo-
graphical and emerging eco-
nomic realities has made
Asean’s talks with China,
Japan and South Korea
among the most active of its
10 dialogue partners.
As part of talks, efforts have
intensified to promote cultural
exchanges between Asean and
each of the North-east Asian
countries. Bevond the Asean
dialogue system, an East
Asian forum is developing
among the 13 countries of the
region.
Since 1997, leaders of China,
Japan and the two Koreas
have met Asean leaders at
summits both as a group and
individually, Seven of the 10
South-east Asian nations and
the three North-east Asian
countries make up the
Asian contingent to
the Asia-Europe
Meeting. They
have had many
opportunities
to interact
in this con-
text. From
this vyear,
North
Korea will
participate
in the
A s e an
Regional
Forum, which
promaotes
political and
security dia-
logue and
cooperation in
the region.
't what has
" been called the

Asean-
plus-

three and Asean-plus-one sum-
its, East Asian leaders have
had a chance to discuss a wide
range of issues pertaining to
reggional security, such as the
Sputh China Sea.
hey have discussed the chal- 4
lenges of globalisation, the
competitiveness of Asean in
the global economy, the
omise of information technol-
ogy, and cooperation on social
spfety nets.
he finance ministers of the
3 countries met in Manila in
pril 1999 and in Chiang Mai
in May; their deputies have
een meeting with increasing
frequency.In Chiang Mai, the
inisters took an initiative to
ollectively monitor capital
ows and set up a mechanism
or making available to one
nother financial resources to
eal with financial emergen-
ies. They developed Asia’s
hinking on reforming the
international financial archi- |
ecture.

The trade and industry mih:
isters of Asean and theli:\
North-east Asian counter-
parts also met in May, in
Yangon, and identified nine
sectors for promoting closer
economic cooperation.

At South Korean President
Eim Dae-jung’s suggestion, an
East Asian Vision Group of
eminent intellectuals from the
region is exploring ways to
further consolidating East
Asian cooperation. They are
expected to submnit their rec-
cmmendations to East Asian
leaders in November.

The force of logic is behind
East Asia's integration — a
region of at least 1.8 billion
people or about one-third of
the world’s population.

The immutable reality of
geography, leaved by history
and culture, underpins the
strengthening of bonds among
East Asian countries. But
East Asia is no regional
fortress. ;
Each of the countries of the
region is opening up to the
world. The USA and Europe
remain leading trading and
economic partners of East
Asian countries, each of which

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung: Brain
hehind East Asian Vision Group. — AP/PTI




Taiwan/

L vice-premier
A :
8y o Lesigns

TAIPEN July 25. — Taiwan's
vice preqier today resigned
over a bolched rescue mission
that has embarrassed the
island’s new government and
prompted the peopules premier
to offer to alse step down. -

Yu Shyi-kun, whe alsc heads
a rescue operation task fore ip
the cabinet, “has assumed +j
responsibility” for the govern
ment’s failure to rescue four
warkers trapped in a weekend

flash flood, said a government.

statement.

Tang Fei, Taiwan's number--

three leader, told reporters he
had accepted President Chen
Shui-bian’s request for him to
stay on his job at least until
“the political situation stabilis-
os.”

Tang offered fo resign yester-
day.

Tang did not elaborate.
Today’s newspapers hinted
Tang was referring to the con-
tinued hickering between his
cabinet and members of the
legislature,

Tang was using the weekend
fiasco as an excuse to resign,
the newspapers said.

Taiwan was riveted over the
weekend by TV coverage of the
four construction workers in
their gray shirts and straw
hats gripping each other tight-
iy as they stood knee-deep in
the rushing waters on
Saturday.

Rescue workers tried in vain
1o throw them a rope and
pull them out of the Pachang
river in central Chiayi rounty,
and helicopters arrived too late
to help. '

~ Two bodies have been found,
and scuba divers today
searched for the ather two.

Tang said the national pelice
chief, two defence ministry
generals and 11 other officials
would he either demoted or
officially reprimanded for the
rescue mission.
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// A meeting of :(he" ' Qles [0

HE SPARKS and fumes of

North Korea’s suspected
ballistic  missile  pro-
gramme have troubled
Washingtan in its latest mood of
determinism in regard to its 'cre-
ative’ blueprint of space-criented
forays for a presumptively invin-
cible military supremacy as the
world's only superpower. For
Pyongyang and its solitary helms-
man, Mr. Kim Jong I}, there car at
the same time be no guestion of
an equal competition with the
U.S., least of all in the rarefied
..sphere of outer space-oriented

- military defences.

However, an emetging but con-
troversial truism in international
geopolitics is that outer space will
be mankind’s new frontier. A new
race for progress will ocout
among the counmtries which can
master the science of explering
outer space. This is likened to the
manner in w#uich a competitive
imperialism #as spawned, not
long ago, by the race among
states that had mastered naviga-
tion of the high seas.

Even a faint suggestion about
the applicability of such theories
may seem esoteric in the context
of an impoverished Pyongyvang
and an economic powerhouse
like Washington. given also the

-~

The historic handshake of the two Korean

leaders last month was desi

ed to ease th

isolation of the northern part of their divided

pensinsula, writes P. S. SUR

current efforts of the U.S. to con-
tain North Korea as also ftan and
Irag, among others, classified as
“rogue states” or “countries of
concern’. Nonetheless, there is
litde dispute in the current de-
bates on international relations
about North Korea’s policy option
of looking to outer space for en-
hancing its military prowess if not
its economic survivability. The in-
tensity of Pyongyang’s mood on
this score has been relaved to the
outside world by the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, af-
ter his latest meeting with Mr.
Kim. In this limited sense, the
message conveyed to the interna-
tional community by the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae
Jung, after his momentous sum-
mit with his North Korean coun-
tetpart same time ago, was
different.

The two Korean leaders, whose
historic handshake [ast month
had been designed to ease the

ARAYANA

isolation of the northem paft of
their divided peninsula, wers just

eventual goal being unific
Understandably, therefore,
Kim of the south, once pillori
his own country for having
to dream of an entente with
gyvang, relayed a message th
two entities, regarded as the
nic products of the Cold
mindset, could now begin o ex-
plore the prospects for a corhrnon
destiny. Given the less-than-uto-
pian goal, the South Korean lead-
er was preoccupied with the big
picture of ultimate possibilities in
bilateral rapprochement.

The summit of the twg Kims
was aimed at creating a pplitical
environment conducive to p grad-
ual drawing up of arcad map fora
pan-Korean political existence in
a form not vet even dreamed of.
However, it raised questions
whether the southern My Kim's

THE Hi

“sunshine policy’” bad illuminat-
ed the dark spots, of half-a-centu-
1y of hostility, behind the bamboo
curtain as the northern Mr. Kim
apened it briefly to welcome his
guest.

In contrast, what is in focus
now is a military route map for
North Korea as an exclusive entity
with a future not reckoned to be
near a quick end. Mr. Putin trav-
elled to Pvongyang hardly a week
ago after making common cause,
in Beijing, with his Chinese coun-
terpart, Mr. Jiang Zemin, in op-
posing the U.S, President, Mr. Bill
Clinton’s plans for a National
Missile Defence shield to protect
his country from supposedly way-
ward states such as North Korea
besides terrorists. Both Russia
and China agreed that Mr. Clin-
fon’s starry-eyed vision was an
antithesis of the 1.5.-Soviet Anti-
Ballistic Missiles Treaty and thata
political solution, not a danger-
ously militarist one, was needed
to ensure global security.

1t was in that context that Mr.
Putin in Pyongyang quizzed Mr.
Kim on the nature and scope of
his own plans for long-range bal-
listic missiles as a security um-
brefla. Mr. Kim replied that he
would cheerfully abandon his
plans if North Korea could receive
credibie external assistance for
the exploration of outer space for
its own economic development.
Without being dismissive of this
argument, Mr. Putin not only
made it public but also conveyed
the message to the leaders of the
major industrialised nations at
the Group of Eight summit in Oki-
nawa, Japan, shortly thereafter.

Predictably, Mr. Clinton and
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr.
William Cohen, expressed bewil-
derment over the offer, while Ja-
pan, the country mwost ditectly
concermned over Pyongyang’s sus-
pected militarist programmes, re-

mained unimpressed. Pyongyang °

had, prior to the summit of the
two Kims, managed to convince
the Association of South East
Asian Nations about its creden-
tials for joining the ASEAN Re-
gional Forum — a half-way house
berween a serious debating socie-
1y on security issues and an entity
with a collective will.

At a different but refated level,
the 1.5, itself has been ‘engaging’
Pyongyang in varipus ways to
evaluate and snuff out its suspect-
ed potential for making weapons
of mass destriction and transfer-
ring missile technology 1o coun-
tries such as Pakistan. Mr. Putin's
own input of an ‘engagement’
with North Kerea has, therefore,

complicated, not clarified, the !
misty missile issue. North Korea

has simply celebrated its new re-
gional presence with a smant
move for 4 global audience.
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v Koreas near pact .,

SEOQUL. JULY 30. Landmark talks to-
day saw senior officials from the
two Koreas come close 1o dan
agreement to reopen liaison offic-
es in the fruce village of Panmun-
jor, a move that would reduce
tensions on the long-divided pen-
insula.

South Korea's Vice-Minister for
Cabture and Tourism, Mr. Kim
Soon-kvu, twld reporters at the
close of the meeting that the two
sides planned 1o announce a joint
AEICUNIENT TOMATToW MOMing.

“We have decided to announce
what we have agreed upon to-
morrow morning  after fine-tu-
ning some practical poings,” he
said.

“In the meering. we realised
our positions were not much dif-
fereni.” he said without elaborat-
ing.

Mr. Kim said the 40-minute ses-

sion which ended at 7 pm- h
been “'sincere, hopeful and pr
ductive,” Garlier, Mr. Kimn said th
two sides were nearing a pact on
reopening linison offices ar Pan-
munion.

Panmunjom is the only cross-
ing point along the heavily forti-
fied demilitarised zone that
sealed the division of the Korean
peninsula after the 1950-53 Ko-
rean war endded in an armed
e,

North and South Korea first set
up liaison offices in 1992 during a
rare blossoming of goodwill after
the Prime Ministers of the iwo
sides signed a treaty that included
a non- aggression agreement.

But Pyvongyang abandoned its
office as relations worsened once
more after a North Korean sub-
marine landed 26 agents on a
South Korean beach. —— Reuters




Koreas close toJ(

llalson deal

FROM JEAN YOON ( \’

Seowd, July 30 (Reuters): Land-
mark talks today saw senior offi-
cials from the two Koreas come
clgse to an agreemertt to reopeni-
aison offices in the truce viliage of
Panmunjom, a move that would
reduee tensions on the long-divid-
od peninsuia.

South Korea's vice-minister
for cultureand tour ism Kim Soon-
kvu to)d reporters at the close of
the meeting that the two sides
nlan to announce a joint agree-
ment on Monday morning.

“We have decided to annoance
what we have agreed upon tomaor-
row morning after {ine-tuning
some practical points,” he said,
“in the meeting, we realised
our positions werg not much
different,” he sald without
elaborafing.

Kiin said the 40-minute session
had heen “sincere, hopefiil and
productive”. Barlier, Kim saidthe
two sides were nearing a pacton
veopening liaison offices,

Panmunjors is the only ¢ross-
ing point along the heavily forti-
fied Demilitarised Zone that ge-
aled the division of the Korean pe-
ninsula after the 1860-33 Korean
Wayr ended in an armed truce.

North and South Korea first
set up lalson offices in 1992 dur-
ing a vare blossoming of goodwill
aftar the prime ministers of the
two sides signed a freaty that in-
cluded a noni-aggressioi clause.

But Pvongyang abandoned its

2

office as r&%aﬂons worsened ang
more after a North Korean submia
rine landed 26 agents on a South
Karean beach.

im said the two sides, in the
first inter-governtmental talks be-
tween them in Seonl for more than
eight years, began a 9d-minute
morning session with speeches
setting ont possible guidelines to
implement a communigue agreed
by their leaders in Pyongyang
last month.

The South's feam includes
vice-ministers for finance and to-
urism and is [ed by unification mi
nister Park Jae-kyu. Pvongyang's
delegation is under senior Cabl-
net counselior Jon Kum-jin,

Kim also said the two sides
were nearing an agreement on
jointly celebrating the Angust 15
Liberation Day, a day when both
countries mark the liberation of
Korea from Japanese occupation
That week also coincides with the
August 1519 planned reunjens of
North and South Korean famities
separated since the war




N Korea, Japan beging

ASSOCIATED PRESS ¢

\ \
PYONGYANG ‘North RKoread, April 4. -3
Officials from North Korea and Japan today
expressed confidence that they will be able to
bridge differences in their first talks in eight
years on establishing diplomatic relations,

Mr Kojiro Takano, Japan's chief negoetiator and
My Jong Thae-Kwa, his North Korean countet-
part, exchanged remarks at a banguet held at
the foreign ministry guest house aboul 18 miles
north of Pyongvang.

“We must strive hard 10 haild trust and work
towards establishing diplematic ties,” said Mr
Jong. “Nothing iz Impossible

Mr Takano also expressed Japan's “eagerness”
to build closer ties and lavished praise on his
counterpart.

Tokyo hopes that engaging the North in negoti-
ations on diplomatic ties will help draw the
Stalinist state out of its iselation and boost sta-

bility in Asia. Pvongyvang needs Belp from richer
industvialized countries to feed i impoverished
people and modernize decaying idfrastructure. it
1% also demanding compensation (and an apology
for suffering caused by Japan during its 1910-
1945 colonial rule over Korea.

Swift progress, however, is not to be expected
soon, Mr Takano told the Japagese media days
before the beginning of the negotiations that
bridging differences will probdbly take a long
time. A second round of negotiafions is to be held
in Tokyo and a third in Beijing|or another coun-
try,

Mr Takano said the political furmoil in Japan
caused by PrimeMinister Keizp Obuchi’s stroke
would have no impact on the kalks. Japan and
North Korea agreed to reopan normalization
talks after a December visit to the Nerth by a
Japanese delegation led by former Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama.
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