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push to recall

5 President 0
TAIPEI, Oct. 31. — Tai ’s
main Opposition party has]col-
lected enough petition signatu-
res for a vote to recall the Pres-
ident, a lawmaker said today.
The Nationalist Party, which
holds a legislative majority, is
pushing to recall Mr Chen
Shui-Bian to punish him for
deciding last week to scuttle a
partially built nuclear plant.
The political upheaval was
taking a toll on the stock mar-
ket which closed 2 per cent
lower today. It was not imme-
diately known if or when the
recall petition would be formal-
ly submitted to the legislature.
Some doubted that the Nati-
onalists would dare to initiate
a political shake-up that would/
likely hurt their party. — /
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HE recent visit by US Secretary

of State Madeleine Albright to
North Korea has been overshad-
owed by events as disparate as the
violence in Palestine to reports
about match-fixing in cricket.
But the Pyongyang palaver has a
certain historicity and strategic im-
port to it that could lead to a re-
arrangement in the major powers
matrix in East Asia, and the
relevance of these developments for
India warrants scrutiny.

The Albright visit marks the first
such high-level contact between the
US and North Korea since the Ko-
rean War (1950-53) and could, per-
haps, pave the way for a visit by US
President Bill Clinton to the Hermit
Kingdom before he lays down of-
fice. This would be a major punctua-
tion in US foreign policy but the
nettlesome issue that remains to be
resolved is that of WMD —
weapons of mass destruction — par-
ticularly long-range ballistic missiles
of North Korean provenance.

North Korea's WMD aspirations
and intent have had a profound im-
pact on the global strategic weapon
discourse — particularly in Asia.
Even as Mr Bill Clinton was enter-
ing the White House in 1993, Py-
ongyang's nuclear programme was
deemed suspect though it was a
non-nuclear weapon state under the
NPT. Subsequently, North Korea
threatened to withdraw from the
treaty for security reasons, implying
thereby that it would develop nu-
clear weapons, causing dismay
among the US and its allies. This re-
mains unique in the annals of the
NPT and a complicated round of
negotiations with promises of pow-
er reactors and oil supplies allowed
Pyongyang to suspend its withdraw-
al and be shepherded back into the
foldin 1994.

However, the North Korean mis-
sile programme remains a source of
anxiety. On April 6, 1998 Pakistan
test-fired a Ghauri missile which is
believed to be a North Korean
Nodong missile. This was followed
by India's nuclear tests on May 11
and one may infer that this was the
final catalyst for the Indian WMD
initiative. Later, on August 31, 1998
North Korea tested a three-stage
Taepodong missile over Japan and
this, in turn, led to the frenzied de-
bate about theatre missile and na-
tional missile defences — TMDs
and NMDs — that are likely to re-
ceive a $60 billion funding
if Mr George Bush wins the
November 7 election.

The US is determined to fetter

By C UDAY BHASKAR

the Pyongyang missile programme
and restrain their export to aspi-
rants including Pakistan, Libya and
Iraq and a complex carrot-stick pol-
icy is being evolved. Negotiations in
Kuala Lumpur at the time of writing
may yet lead to a breakthrough and
these deliberations have consider-
able significance for the Indian se-
curity establishment. Pakistan's
links with the North Korean WMD
programme go back to the early
1970s and the Zulfigar Bhutto
days and this was consolidated in
the 1991-93 phase when many
Pakistani scientists and technicians
visited Pyongyang.

Currently, Islamabad's WMD ca-
pability is shrouded in predictable
secrecy and yet it is imperative for
India and Pakistan to arrive at a
consensual level of mutuality to sta-
bilise their nascent WMD capabili-
ties. Any form of transparency is
welcome and North Korea (along
with China) holds the key to a bf:f—
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o North Korea's WMD
aspirations have had a
profound effect on global
strategic weapon discourse

o The US aims to fetter
Pyongyang's missile
programme through a carrot
and stick policy

o Though South Korea is an
important player in East Asia,
India associates it more with
cars and consumer goods

e India must engage both
Koreas at all levels
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ter comprehension of the Pakistani
WMD profile.

At the macro level, this has been
a dizzying year for Korea-related
developments. In June there was a
historic summit between the two
Koreas as a result of South Korean
President Kim Dae Jung's ‘sun-
shine' policy, which led to a Nobel
Peace Prize. Unification is a long
way off but the possibility of a rap-
prochement between the two Kore-
as is tantalising. This exigency will
lead to a significant re-alignment of
the current military stand-off in the
peninsula. The US now has 37,000
troops stationed there with formi-
dable back-up capability and the
rationale for this force projection
may well disappear.

But the US military presence is
not Korea-specific and has deep im-
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plications fox the other East Asian
states. Till refently it was averred
that the regian is akin to a bottle
with four scofjpions warily eyeing
each other — China, Japan, North
and South Korea respectively —
with the US military as the presence
that contained the latent suspicion
and aggression deeply embedded in
centuries of oppression. Korea-re-
lated developments have elicited in-
tense interest among the other ma-
jor powers and both China and Rus-
sia have already established contact
with Pyongyang. The European
Union is following suit.

For India, both North and South
Korea have deep relevance. India's
recent links with the region go back
to the Korean war when Delhi was a
valuable conduit for the US and In-
dian medical troops assisted the UN
command. It may be recalled that
the 60 para field ambulance under
Lt-Col A G Rangaraj rendered yeo-
man service and is perhaps the only
Indian Army unit to have received a
special mention in the UK House of
Commons and a US Army meritori-
ous citation for lives saved.

Today, South Korea is an impor-
tant player in the region but is asso-
ciated with cars and consumer
goods in the Indian consciousness
that is more aware of China and
Japan. Economically Seoul is on the
path of resurgence after the East
Asian economic crisis and has a
GDP ($426 billion in 1998) that is
comparable to India but with a pop-
ulation of just 47 million. The GDP
growth rate is close to 10 per cent
and the South Korean won is the
only currency to have appreciated
against the US dollar in recent
months. With forex reserves of $91
billion, Seoul is a major investor and
few may be aware that as of 1999
approvals, South Korea has over-
taken the US as the largest FDI
source for India.

Thus, the Korean relevance for
India spans the bandwidth from po-
litical, economic and military issues
but can be nurtured only by the so-
cietal component. Seoul is becom-
ing an IT destination for the Indian
professional but there are many
complementarities that need to be
nurtured from automobiles to ship-
building. The Koreans on both sides
of the Yalu River are a doughty peo-
ple — and the challenge for India is
to engage them in their own right.
Encouraging half a million Indians
in a one billion mass to learn the
Korean language could be termed a

preliminary ‘strategic’ initiative. ~
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October, the Hong Kong
government decided the
people should have new

identity cards — smart, with
multiple functions. The project
would cost more than $ 38 mil-
lion and would take seven
years to implement.

The proposal to introduce

J

ng Kong’s decision to introduce ‘smart’ D

cavds for its citizens could lead to invasion of

a
smart ID card was discussed 1 /
the Legislative Council in\ tfated on the convenience and

March, June and early
November. There was no public
consultation although the
scheme would have profound
implications.

The smart ID card could lead
to invasion of privacy, theft of
personal data or even political
surveillance. The question that
must be asked is “what does the
government intend to do with
so much sensitive data conve-
niently stored in one card?”
Many countries do not have ID
cards, since it is regarded as a
form of control. At present, only
Finland and Malaysia have
started issuing multi-applica-
tion government smart cards.
To underline the control objec-
tive, the issuance of ID cards in
Hong Kong has always been
the responsibility of the immi-
gration department, which
operates under the supervision
of the Security Bureau.

For many decades, the British
colonial authorities had condi-
tioned the Hong Kong people
into accepting ID cards as a
means of detecting illegal
immigrants and overstayers.
The police use ID card checks
as a pretext for stopping and
searching millions of people
every year. .

Now it seems the Special
Administrative Region govern-
ment wants to tighten such
control by using new technolo-
gy. A smart ID card would con-
veniently carry all kinds of sen-
sitive personal data. This may
enable government depart-
ments to have direct access to
the personal data of citizens.
Surely this must be disturbing
to people who do not want to
live in a police state.

But it seems the administra-
tion of Tung Chee-Hwa is
determined to push this
through. The tactic is to keep it
low key and try to rush it
through the Legislative Council
with minimum fuss. In July,
- when parties were busy prepar-
ing for the September elections,
the government set up a steer-
ing committee to study the
multi-application smart ID
card. The committee concen-

enefits the smart ID card
could bring. It also looked at
how the service could be pro-
vided in a cost-effective manner
and the importance of main-
taining flexibility to cater for
development in technology and
future requirements.

In October, the secretary for
security, Regina Ip, spearhead-
ed the campaign to promote the
smart ID card. Mrs Ip said the
smart card is preferable to the
current ID card because it can
employ sophisticated tech-
niques to protect the data and
prevent fraudulent alteration.
It has multiple functions
because it can be used as a dri-
ving license and a library card.

It can also be used to facilitate
change of address, electronic
voting and provide access to
health records in emergencies.
We're also told that it can be
used to promote e-commerce by
providing capacity to store digi-
tal certificates. A digital certifi-
cate is an electronic identity
card issued by the certification
authority to facilitate electronic
transactions.

If digital certificates can be
stored in smart ID cards, so the
argument goes, it would pro-
vide the incentive for more peo-
ple to use the digital certifi-
cates, and that in turn would
drive e-commerce development.

We're also told the smart ID
card can enhance Hong Kong’s
financial infrastructure. It can
be used for issuing e-money
and for electronic payment if an
e-purse is installed in the card.

It is evident the government
mainly concentrated on the
convenience and technological
advancement of a smart ID
card. Public concern about
invasion of privacy, identity
theft and misuse of personal
data were not seriously can-
vassed. Responding to these
concerns, Security Bureau offi-
cials said the card-holders
would have a choice on the type
of information they want to put
on the smart card. This is a step
in the right direction, but we
must proceed cautiously.

On the most sensitive question

privacy, theft of personal data or even
olitical surveillance, says EMILY LAU, who
ténds moving a debate motion in the Legco

of privacy, one would have
thought that the privacy com-
missioner for personal data
would be consulted and his
views incorporated into the
paper sent to the Legislative
Council. Also, that was not the
case, Legislators were told the
immigration department has
been maintaining a dialogue
with the privacy commissioner
to see how issues of privacy
could be properly addressed.

For eliciting the people’s views,
the Security Panel of the
Legislative Council will hold a
special meeting on 11
November on the subject. I
urge the people and organisa-
tions which have strong views
on the subject to present them.
We will also invite the privacy
commissioner to attend the spe-
cial meeting.

In December, I intend moving
a motion debate in the
Legislative Council on the
desirability of having a smart
ID card. This will give mem-
bers a chance to concentrate on
the subject and air their views.

Besides looking at the privacy
problem and the question of
possible political surveillance,
we must be satisfied that the
exercise would not include a
new assessment of the right of
abode for the ID card-holders.
In other words, it must be made
clear that people who are per-
manent residents enjoying the
right of abode at present will
not have that right taken away
because of the screening they
have to go through when apply-
ing for the new ID cards.

The government should set up
a simple procedure for anyone
wishing to view all the data
stored on his or her smart card.
The card-holder should be able
to have access to a record of the
occasions on which access was
made to the data on the smart
card and by whom.

For Hong Kong to adopt a
smart ID card is no small mat-
ter. It is surprising that the
Chief Executive, Mr Tung, did
not see fit to include it in his
recent policy address. What
kind of personal data does the
government wish to collect
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from the people in this seven-
year exercise? Why should all
these data be made available
on one card? '

If modern technology cannot
prevent theft and other forms
of abuse, why should Hong
Kong take this risk? Will people
be forced to divulge sensitive
information about their nation-
ality when they apply for the

new ID card? Will people who
have the right of abode now
lose that right? I hope we will
have a lively debate before we
take a final decision on this
most important subject.

(The author is a member of the
Legislative Council, Hong
Kong, who contributes occasion-
ally to The Statesman)
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$EOUL: Oh, to be in Korea at the present junc
ture when history is in the making there. A
symposium on “Changes in inter-Korean rela-
tions” took me to Seoul for a week-long visit
that provided an opportunity for gathering
first-hand information on the momentous but
daunting task, undertaken by the govern-
ments of the two Koreas as part of the efforts
for peaceful reunification. This was the ob-
jective set out by their heads, the South Ko-
rean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, and the
North Korean Chairman of the National De-
fence Commission, Mr. Kim Jong-il, at their
summit on June 15 in the North Korean cap-
ital, Pyongyang, the first face-to-face meeting
of its type, since the two parts separated in
1948 and fought a bloody war.

The opportunity was also useful in evaluat-
ing the progress of the steps-initiated so far to
implement the agreements reached by the top
leaders — and the events since then. If the
summit was unique in the Korean, nay even
the global context, so was the effort, currently
put in by the two sides to consolidate its gains
in reversing the tide of conflicts and tensions
and in committing themselves to the path of
reconciliation and peace.

Think of the antagonism of the past five dec-
ades, of the dividing line of the peninsula, per-
haps the most heavily armed in the world, the
conflicts and skirmishes, the shrillness of the
propaganda — think of all this and the signif-
icance of the latest developments would be
clear. Even though the summit did not pro-
duce a precise formula for reunification, the
affirmation of the political will to achieve this
objective was noteworthy. There were several
positive features but the challenges ahead are
not to be minimised and it would be prema-
ture to talk of a short time-frame for unifying

" the two states.

For some strange reason, the popular per-
ceptions outside the East Asian region tended
to be off the mark, because of the tendency to
oversimplify the igsues involved. The Korean
move was seen as the second stage of a proc-
ess, guided as it were by an unseen global
force, which had united the two Germanys in
the first instance. In India, some sections went
farther and talked of this trend catching on in
the sub-continent — “If Germanys could
unite yesterday, Koreas today, could not India
and Pakistan not get together tomorrow?”
This was a faulty, dangerous analogy.

Though based on a distorted assessment of
global developments it would be seen in Pa-
kistan as evidence of the “craftiness” of Indi-
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ans in not reconciling themselves to the
partition.

Korea is not Germany — for obvious rea-
sons. The two Germanys did not fight a war,
but the Korean peninsula had been the scene
of armed conflicts. In the first case, the system
in one part, East Germany, coltapsed, produc-
ing acute disenchantment among the people,
generating a craving for unity. The events
leading to the collapse of the Soviet Union
deprived East Germany of the major external
prop. In the peninsula, the regime in the
North is well-entrenched and the political sys-
tem intact, though economic problems are
acute (and, perhaps a major compulsion for
the Communist ruler to give up the isolationist
policies of the past}.

There is no evidence of the people turning
against the ruling set-up there: even in the
South, despite the overwhelming welcome ex-
tended to the summit and the peace process
represented by it, a sizeable section, though in
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minority, counsels caution, expresses misgiv-
ings about the real intentions of the regime in
the North and advocates a step-by-step ap-
proach.

The handshake of the two Kims was hailed
as a historic ice-breaking development but
that, so say some commentators in the South,
is no guarantee for the success of their mis-
sion. What happened to the first dramatic
handshake — in 1993 between the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and the Israeli Prime
Minister of the day, Mr. Rabin? Or the warm
gestures of the rival leaders in lIreland? And
here in the sub-continent, some may draw at-
tention of the historic handshake, even a half
hug, in February last year — at Lahore by the
Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Mr. Nawaz Sharif.

As against these factors there are several
positive indicators, because of which an opti-
mistic assessment is in order. The Korean
summit was not the result of an external prod-
ding or a third party role. It was an indigenous,
bilateral pracess. The very first clause of the
summit declaration makes this clear — “The
South and the North have agreed to resolve
the question of reunification independently
and through the joint efforts of the Korean
people, who are the masters of the country.”
This contrasts sharply with the historical
background of the two Koreas, which came
into being as the result of power- sharing

among the Allies after the second world war,
and the external influences which prevented
the Korean people from playing an autono-
mous role subsequently.

The summit was followed by contacts at the
ministerial and working levels which meant
that the agreements of the heads were no
empty rhetorical flourishes but were meant to
be followed by concrete measures to achieve
the goal, envisaged in the declaration. Notable
among these were the meetings of the two
defence ministers, talks on economic cooper-
ation and the reunion, though limited, of di-
vided families. At the defence talks, it was
agreed to ease military tensions and establish
permanent, solid peace on the Korean penin-
sula and to hold discussions to provide mil-
itary support for the inter-Korean railway and
road projects.

The problems posed by the demilitarised
zone, the symbol of the shrillness of military-
level confrontationist spirit in the past, were to
be addressed. However, there was no finality
about the South’s suggestion for various mil-
jtary-retated confidence- building measures,
like the establishment of a hotline, prior noti-
fication of military drills and troop move-
ments and the despatch of observers to each
other’s military exercises. The economic-level
contacts prepared the ground for agreements
for protection of investment and avoidance of
double taxation. The representatives of some
top enterprises from the South are already in
the North to study the chances of investment.

The warmth in the inter-Korean relations
was best reflected by the reunion of 200 mem-
bers (100 from each side) in Seoul and Pyon-
gyang and the goodwill created by the burst of
emotions. This process was intended to be
continued, though a recent case — of sharp

* reaction by the North to the remarks on the

situation in their country by the head of the
Red Cross in the South — could lead to a slow-
down,

The challenges to be tackled relate to difter-
ences on priorities by the two sides. As seen by
the South, the North is not keen on early steps
on defence-related issues (because it would
like to retain its military leverage) and instead,
prefer conciliation at the political level and
economic help to bale it out of its current
problems. The use of various epithets to de-
scribe the present engagement — positive,
dramatic, historic, ice-breaking — is perfectly
in order. Equally important are the difficulties,
some of which have already surfaced. Not to

take a balanced view will be highly unrealistii,
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Realpolitik
peace initiati
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By K.K. Katyal % 2(‘7

seouL: The peace moves in the Koréan penin-
sula has triggered a flurry of diplomatic activ-
ity in East Asia, with some significant firsts,
unthinkable even a few weeks ago. For in-
stance, who would have bet on a visit by the
U.S. Secretary of State to North Korea, re-
garded a political untouchable till recently?
Who would have expected China extending a
welcome, limited though, to the active U.S.
engagement in the region?

Not long ago, North Korea had insisted on
withdrawal of American troops from the
South as a condition precedent for inter-Ko-
rean talks. Now it has not raised the issue
during its dialogue with the U.S.

Ostensibly, all this was meant to be in the
interest of peace and stability in the region,
but actually, it was a case of realpolitikwith
each country seeking to ensure that the
change in the power balance, unavoidable in
the event of the two Koreas moving towards
reconciliation and, eventually, to a unified
State, does not work to its detriment.

This is the real story behind the separate
tatks of the U.S. and Japan with the North as
also China’s precautionary moves. Suddenly
the presence of U.S. troops in the South was
viewed with understanding, obviously be-
cause of fear of unpredictable impact of their
withdrawal on the existing equations.

Yes, the most important development after
the Korean summit was the U.S. dialogue
with the North. It was around the middle of
last month that North Korea sent a special
envoy — the First Chairman of the National
Defence Commission, Vice Marshal Cho
Myong-rok — to Washington for talks on a
wide range of subjects, not excluding the
missile issue, of special interest to the U.S..
According to the joint communique, issued
at the end of his trip, “‘they reviewed in depth
the new opportunities that have opened up
for improving the full range of relations be-
tween the United States of America and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea”.

Albright trip :

The two sides had “‘decided to take steps to
fundamentally improve their bilateral rela-
tions in the interest of enhancing peace and
security in the Asia-Pacific region”.

It was this visit that prepared the ground
for the Pyongyang visit of the U.S. Secretary
of State, Ms. Madeline Albright, to convey the
views of Mr. Clinton “directly to Chairman
Kim Jong-il and to prepare for the possible
visit"" of the U.S. President.

Though hurriedly arranged, the Albright
trip took the U.S.- North-Korea dialogue a
step further. An immediate positive result —
officials of the two sides grappled with.the

T

intractable missile issue at their meetings in
Kuala Lumpur.

The outcome of this exercise, it was clear,
would determine Mr. Clinton’s decision to
visit North Korea. Because of the inconclu-
sive nature of the talks, the question of the
presidential trip remained open.

The U.S. contacts with North Korea could
not but have generated keen interest and, in
some cases, produced sharp reactions. Offi-
cially, the South welcomed this development,
saying it was in line with the course suggest-
ed by it all these years.

But there was an element of nervousness
— as was evident, for instance, from the ob-
servations of a senior professor of Yonsei
University in Seoul in an informal talk with
me: “People are confused over the U.S.
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moves. They are worried that Mr. Clinton
might make a splash and give a dramatic
twist to the contact by his appearance in
Pyongyang. True, the U.S. has kept us in-
formed, but the worry exists. We are not for
mediation by the U.S. in Korean affairs. It is
our ally, it has 37,000 troops here and we
have a treaty of mutual defence, apart from
the shared faith in democracy and sanctity of
human rights.”

Nuclear blackmail?

Opinion in the U.S., too, was divided, as
shown by reservations voiced by one section,
not an insignificant one. Here is a sample — a
New York Timesstory. Posing a question as to
why the U.S. had followed different lines in
its dealings with Cuba, on the one hand, and
North Korea, on the other, it said: “*Cuba built
roads, schools, a conventional army. North
Korea built nuclear weapons and missiles
that can soar across most or all of the Pacific
and threaten the U.S. in coming years.

So Washington, after decades of isolating
North Korea much as it isolated Cuba, has
been forced by this variant of gunboat diplo-
macy to change its stance....nuclear black-
mail, in short, pays, very well.”

The critics, obviously had in mind reports
that the North wanted to bargain its offer of a
permanent freeze on missile development
and exports in return for U.S. compensation
— $ one billion annually for the next three
years and help to launch satellites. This, how-
ever, was not acceptable to Washington.

As for the North’s talks with Japan, the
South did not take a dim view, both officially
and privately. Just when its 11th round start-
ed in Beijing last week, it was publicly hailed
at the highest level in Seoul.

The talks did not succeed in bridging dif-

behind
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ferences on two points — 'the North's de-
mand for compensation and an apology for
Japan’s colonial rule of the peninsula and To-
kyo’s call for explanation for the kidnapping
of ten missing Japanese, believed by it to
have been abducted by North Korean agents
to work as spies.

The North would resist this demand be-
cause to do otherwise would mean confess-
ing its role as a terrorist state. As for
compensation, Japan is prepared to give
huge amount as economic assistance ~—
some §$ 5 billion as aid and $ 4 billion as credit
while the North may peg its demand at $ 10
billion as aid. There the matter rests.

Meanwhile, japan has decided to send
50,000 tonnes of rice to the North to help
meet its food shortage. Tokyo, it was clear,
would want the united Korea to be democrat-
ic and market economy-friendly — another
way of saying that it be outside the Chinese
orbit.

Chinese moves

China adopted a positive approach to the
peace move in Korea, with its President, Mr.
Jiang Zemin, losing no time in sending con-
gratulatory letters to the leaders of the two
Koreas, Mr. Kim Dae Jung, President of the
South, and Mr. Kim Jong-il, head of the
North, on the success of their summit.

The letters did not make any substantive
point but did lay stress on the importance of
reunification “‘peacefully and independently
through discussions between the two sides”,
and reaffirmed its resolve to “‘make positive
contributions, as before, to sustain the stabil-
ity and peace on Korean peninsula’.

China also welcomed the U.S. dialogue
with North Korea, but, as noted by a promi-
nent non-official commentator, “there are
some signs of Sino-U.S. rivalry in regard to
the peninsula’. China would not like the U.S.
spreading its influence in the North.

It was not hard to see the nuances of the
Chinese stand — the U.S. dialogue with the
North will be welcome to the extent that it
was directed at persuading the latter to give
up its missile development programme, but
not if it were to mean increase in the U.S.
influence there.

China was interested in the North's freeze
on missiles so as not to provide an excuse to
the U.S. to go ahead with its National Missile
Defence, regarded a menace even by Wash-
ington’s allies. That China despatched its De-
fence Minister to Pyongyang on the eve of the
Albright visit did not go unnoticed.

Hectic and high-pitch, the current diplo-
matic manoeuvres are only a beginning of a
process that may continue and undergo sur-
prising twists. '
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"~ Ushering in a new era of reconciliation
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came a two- line svstem and two years later, it the 38th parallel. A relief map with models
was rendered out of use because of the devel- provided graphic details. That is the other
opments that led to the division of the penin-  gjde's guard post, with 40 soldiers, said a mil-
sula for the decades to come. If its disruption itary official, pointing to the northem direc-
heralded a period of bitter confrontation, the  tion. And that, he added moving his stick
P‘am}l‘?d ) recor;neptionu p;;omises am;g’ and slightly in the same direction, is the “propa-
and conciliatory spirit of the peace process. concfiiation, elusive all these years. That, as g;::se:’;l‘lﬁgf h.arivlfegg‘g&rsifwz fao :31“;0‘ b‘[‘}t

Last week, we a group of 15 journalists from KOREA TODAY — il U clock “lies and slanders” for the consumption
the Asia- Pacific region, were taken to this site. - f Southern soldiers. Now music is © L
At our first halt, a military checkpost 45 kms o ?ﬁ‘ em d cl E)f th sumn e_h’ yed 4
from Seoul, the briefing by senior South Ko-  was natural, was the sentiment, permeating %r}‘l(; et:s:nafi?me ost ?ikl:zosmree othe moisu a
rean army officers, was prefaced and punc- the South Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae-- to S.(: rtraction post, thers,
tuated with warnings: “‘Please follow us on the  jung’s words at the ground-bréaking ceremo- uris a' r ; ..
demarcated path. That is safe, has been clear- ny on September 18 at a village near the DMZ The biggest complex, however, is located at
ed of mines. Any deviation will be dangerous. — “The severed railroad has been a symbal of Panmonjom, another 10.kms away, which had
We do not want our honoured guest to return ~ division and the cold war: it was a place of been the venue of meetings between the offi-
with mutilated legs, with broken limbs or despair and a place of blocking reconciliation ~ cials of the two sides. It literally belongs to two
worse.” With the help of slides, we were given and development. Today’s ground-breaking Koreas, one half to the North, the other half to
details of the de-mining operation with the * for the restoration will begin a new age of rec- the South. The main confc;rem.:e‘ room. 100, 15
use of heavy equipment and machines, some onciliation, cooperation and prosperity. We Spread across the territorial divide. The con-
worked through remote control — the com-  are beginning the work for merging the divid-  ference table is divided in the middle through
pressors, mine breakers, blast agents and what _ed country into one.” Apart from symbolising the cable of the fixed microphones to denote
Dotalf at all“ft-made any sense-to our lay ~a new happy phase, the railway line would the jurisdiction of each of the two-patts. - -

with the help of heavy modern equipment, to
de-mine the ground, at places rocky and un-
dulating. at places covered with thick bushes
and foliage, and flatten it to lay down a track,
to restore the railway line that was disrupted
in the late forties, along with the violent divi-
sion of the peninsula. The reconnection work
for what was once a major artery, Kyongui rail-
way, is a visual manifestation of the warmth

.

; covered was vast, -« ripheral status to become a transportation rail reconne¢tion sit ere ifi.4
sq.mé&tres'on the southern side of the , . hub of North East Asia. The restdfation project the DMZ, the sitmatiof has not
DMZ and 150,000 sq. metres inside. The work - will not only provide an opportunity for eco-  when the post-summit processes are expand-
in the second case will have to be executed in  nomic progress to spread across the entire ed, it will be possible to reducc the eyeball-1 -
coordination with the North. peninsula but also expand its economic hori-  eyeball confrontation of troops, armed with
“The second halt, close to the DMZ, was a  zon to China, Russia and the European conti-  sophisticated offensive, weapons. hopefuily
portion of the de-mined area, the site for the nent. ‘Along with the railway, a four-l..e that stage will be reached, sooner or kater.

-
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\\ \\ By K. K. Katyal @ W)f\%

SEOUL: HQw will the settlement of the Korean
issue affeqt the status of the American troops,
now stationed in Seoul? Will their presence
become superfluous in that eventuality? No,
according to South Korea.

In an informal conversation the other day,
its Minister in-charge of Policy Planning and
International Organisations in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Choi Young- jin, provided
this rationale for his government’s stand:
“There were two purposes for the stationing of
U.S. troops — one, deterrence (against aggres-
sion on South Korea by the North), and the
other, keeping balance in the region. After uni-
fication (of the two Koreas), the first part will
disappear but the second will become more
important”. He referred to possible uncertain-
ties in the region, with China growing, Russia
re- consolidating and Japan changing. “To
manage these uncertainties, the presence of
U.S.troops will be necessary”. But had not
North Korea taken strong exception to their
presence and, in the past, made their with-
drawal a condition precedent for talks? “The
North now understood the role of American
troops” Mr. Choi said, drawing attention to
the importance of the East Asian region and
the need for convergence of four Powers in
regard 1o its affairs. (China, being the fourth,
along with the two Koreas and the U.S.). Obvi-
ously Mr. Choi felt encouraged to take this
view because the North had not imposed any
conditions for the summit and did not raise
the question of troop withdrawal in its direct
talks with the U.S.

The conversation mostly covered the inter-
Korean dialogue and the prospects for the fu-
ture, though he briefly touched upon bilateral
ties between India and his country. The June
15 summit (between the South Korean Presi-
dent, Mr Kim Dae- jung, and the North Korean
head, Mr Kim Jong-il), had drastically changed
the situation — “prior to the summit, engage-

ment was the name of the game. Now its com-
plexities have come to the surface”. He
compared it with marriage — "“things become
very difficult, very complex, when you enter
the real life”. But, he emphasised, there was
no.alternative to engagement as none of the
other courses like containment or coercion
could work. The engagement was based on the
realisation that “we are in the globalised
world, with strong inter-dependence”.

Priority for durable peace

The North, in his view, had shown a “desire
to come out of isolation and see inter-depend-
ence as a key in the present-day world. Both of
us are determined.” He, however, did not
want to underestimate the obstacles in the
way of reconciliation (and subsequently of re-
unification). “It is not easy to overcome mis-
trust and tension of the last 50 years. There
had been no meaningful talks during this peri-

KOREA TODAY — IV

od, barring two occasions, in 1972 and 1991
(after the collapse of the Soviet Union). We
hope we could now liquidate the legacy of dis-
trust. What was needed was perseverance and
courage”. Conceptually, the first priority was
to work for peaceful co-existence so that there
were no conflicts or skirmishes, of the type of
the naval incident last year and for establish-
ing durable peace which could be done
“through the mechanism of a peace treaty to
replace the armistice agreement”. Theirs was
the most heavily-guarded border, with one
million troops stationed there, he said, pin-
ning hopes on the meetings between the two
defence ministers and the working level con-
tacts, scheduled for the future.

The North was “very stable” politically,
though it needed help for its economic prob-
lems. Was South Korea worried about contacts
between the U.S. and the North? “No. On the

endence holds the key

contrary, we encourage the North to have con-
nections with the outside world. Isolation is
dangerous. Contacts with the U.S. help over-
come it. We welcome it.”" Similarly, he was at
pains to explain that his government regarded
contacts between the North and Japan a posi-
tive development because, through this proc-
ess, the “cause of inter-dependence is
served.” He cited statistics to bring out the
strength of his country’s ties with Japan — $40
billion trade, three million visitors going from
one side to the other. “We feel comfortable
with Japan. We are also linked with it through
the U.S.”

Mr. Choi traced the opening of the North to
last year's U.N. General Assembly, when its
discussions on the sidelines of the session
helped it establish diplomatic relations with
other countries. It was now poised to have ties
with the UK. and Germany and was keen to
join the Asian Development Bank, having al-
ready become a part of the Asean Regional
Forum (ARF).

As for bilateral relations, Mr. Choi referred
to the shared interests of India and South Ko-
rea and to the occasions for joint functioning
— particularly to the similarities of problems
facing them, Jammu and Kashmir and North-
South relations, and the common destiny to
make most of globalisation. The two sides had
worked closely in the ARF, he said, noting that
while South Korea hosted its inter-session
group meeting this year, India wouldtdo so
next year. In the economic field, he cited the
commonality of interest in knowledge-based
economy and their strength in the software
industry. He regarded India as “an anchor of
stability in South Asia” as the largest working
democracy. Economically, too, he saw it as a
model for the region.

Was the South Korean President due to visit
India early next year? A non-committal laugh-
ter was all that prov by way of re-
sponse. :

(Concluded)
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'No headway in North Korean dlplomacy

REUTERS
SEOUL, NOV 6
7 -

ki A M /Y

, ofdiplomacy%
th autocrat% and unpredictab
ilitary régime.in North Korea
ppears to be:sputtering, with few
real breakthroughs, behind the
hopeful talk and pageantry.

, 'Iheriskisthattheorchéstrated ‘

.| approach to North Korea by the
_ United States, Japan and South
Korea miay flounder, leaving an ar-
senal of doomsday weapons in a
country sinking deeper into eco-
nomic ruin with potential for a cat-
astrophic social implosion,
Bill Clinton will not be drop-

ping by Pyongyangfqr apresiden-

tial visit to acountrywithwhom the
United States is still technically at
war, and talks in Malaysia last
week about North Korea’s missile
programme failéd to deliver a deal.

Japan and North Korea are

back to square one on normalising |

ties. Talks in Beijing last week
failed to resolve the tricky issue of
10 Japanese whom Tokyo insists
were kidnapped two decades ago
by North Korea, which denies any
knowledge of them. -

Now, North Korea is threaten-

ing to cancel a second round of re-

- unions between families torn apart
. when the two Koreas went to war

a half-century ago. It is angry be-
cause the Soutir’s Red Cross Chief
made unflattering remarks about
itscapital Pyongyang.
August’semotional reunions in
Pyongyang and Seoul among el-
derly ‘Koreans divided by the

wotld’s most militarised border -
were one of the few concrete signs

of thaw between the erstwhile en-
emies since June’s landmark
North-South summit.
So, once again, the multi-front
_diplomatic battle appeats to be on
the horns of a perennial North Ko-
rea’s dilemma: How to openup to

.the world while maintaininga her-
meticallysealedsociety.

Now almest entirely depen-
dent on international charities to
feed its 22 million people, Py-
ongyang needs literally billions of
doliars in aid and investment to re-

vive a command economy shat-’
tered by the dissolution of the old

communist block.
- But thatmeans exposing to for-
eign influences a population pro-

grammed to view its leaders as
demigods and its would-be bene-
factors as imperialists with “sinister
political aims”.Indeed, a recent ed-
itorial in the official party mouth-
piece, the Rodong Sinmun (Work-
ers Daily), warned readers that
outside aid was a toxin that could
threaten the regime’s survival.
“Thé imperialists aid is a tool
of aggression... a dangerous toxin
which brings about  poverty,
famine and death, not prosperity,”
the newspaper said.North Korea
has only one card to play, butit’san
ace —the capability of launching

long range missiles tipped with

weapons of mass destruction that
could threaten Japan and possibly
even the West coast of the the
United States.

_ US Secretary of State -
. Madeleine Albright was witnessto -
the power of North Korea’s mer- -

curial leader Kim Jong-il on her

* visitto Pyongyang two weeks

mp—-
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/ China, Taiwan urged
g " to resume talks \\C

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, OCT. 1. The former Singapore Prime
Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, has called for the
resumption of talks between China and Tai-
wan.

“It (the current stalemate) must be broken,
the sooner the better,” Mr. Lee, who was on a
private visit to Taiwan recently, told The Sun-
day (Straits) Times in remarks published to-
day. Asked whether Beijing and Taipei had an
accurate reading of each other’s thinking, Mr.
Lee said: “There has been no face-to-face ex-
change. Therefore, they do not know each oth-
er’s position and thinking.”

According to Mr. Lee, the worst was to allow
the position to drift and attitudes to harden.
He said the majority of the Taiwanese did not
want either independent or immediate reuni-
fication under a different political and social
system, but preferred the stats quo.

In a separate interview to The China Times
in Taiwan, Mr. Lee said China’s Taiwan policy
was clear- cut — there was only “one China”.
“Any deviation from this is not acceptable.
Taiwan’s independence is not a viable option,
unless China were to disintegrate,” he was
quoted as saying. “‘However, this does not
mean that China wants immediate reunifica-
tion... the Chinese people on both sides of the
straits can lessen their problems by establish-
ing easier relations over the years,” he said.

“If there is to be a peaceful reunification,
there has to be a gradual blurring, not an ac-
centuation of the differences that at present
divide and distinguish the two societies. Both
need to work and narrow the social, economic
and political gap,” Mr. Lee maintained.

in his view, the sense of belonging to the
Chinese nation was weaker in Taiwan than
Hong Kong. “The mainland has the weight
and girth to accept this and adopt an open and
magnanimous approach to help this process
of reconciliation. Reunification achieved by

o, :

Lee Kuan Yew
force will leave indelible scars. On the other
hand, Taiwan's leaders have the responsibility
not to move towards independence or deliber-
ately widen the differences between the two
societies,” he stated.

Asked if he would play a “certain role” in
relations between Taiwan and China, Mr. Lee
replied: “No. I am not willing nor do I se€
myself playing any role in relations between
Taiwan and China.”

To a question what impact strained China-
Taiwan relations would have on the region,
Mr. Lee said: “If cross- strait relations actually
flare up, the United States will be involved, at
least in supplying arms to Taiwan, maybe in
active armed intervention; definitely_in.eco-
nomic sanctions. That will affect the whole of
South Asia.” //
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami\

WASHINGTON, OCT. 11. In a historic
session, the WU.S. President,
Mr.Bill Clinton, today met a se-
nior military leader from North
Korea, Gen. Jo Myong Rok. Senior
administration officials said the
U.S. had expressed concern to
North Korea about a number of
issues, including terrorism and
missile proliferation.

It was for the first time in 50
years that senior leaders from the
two countries met. During the 45-
minute meeting at the White
House, Mr. Clinton is said to have
also brought up issues such as
food aid and the return of the re-
mains of Americans killed during
the Korean war. Mr. Jo Myong
Rok, who is not only a top military
advisor to the country’s leader,
Mr.Kim Jong-II, but is his person-
al envoy, came to the White
House in military uniform. Prior
to the meeting with the President,
the General met the Secretary of
State, Ms. Madeleine Albright,
dressed in a business suit.

The North Korean military
leader is said to have given the
U.S. President a letter from Mr.
Kim, the contents of which were
not given out. But it is said to be a
reply to a letter Mr. Clinton had
sent through Mr. William Perry,
the former Defence Secretary last
year. The visit of the North Ko-
rean leader comes at a time when
the Clinton administration has
been taking slow but calculated
steps aimed at breaking the diplo-
matic impasse between the two
countries.

The United States and North
Korea have said that steps were

North Korean leader 'meets Clinton

\

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, greets Mr. Jo Myong Rok,
first vice-chairman of North Korea’s National Defence
Commission, at the White House on Tuesday. — AP

being taken for removing the lat-
ter from the list of nations spon-
soring terrorism and the White
House has maintained that the
course being taken by Washing-
ton for easing tensions with North
Korea was one of “continued en-
gagement’. Washington and
Pyongyang have no formal diplo-
matic ties but have been talking of
the possibility of opening liaison
offices.

Clinton signs China bill

Mr. Clinton has signed into law
a Bill that grants Permanent Nor-
mal Trade Relations(PNTR) to the

People’s Republic of China. The
signing into law of this legislation
means that the 20-year annual rit-
ual of-extending the Most-Fa-
voured -Nation Status to China
has effectively come to an end.
The PNTR gives China the same
low tariff treatment as other trad-
ing partners of the U.S.

“Today we take a major step to-
ward China’s entry into the WTO
and the major step toward an-
swering some of the central chal-
lenges of this new century,” the
President remarked. Mr. Clinton
also stressed that the work was

not over by signing the piece of
legislation; rather that Beijing
must complete its WTO accession
negotiations and live up to the
agreements it has negotiated.

Even as Mr. Clinton was getting
ready to sign the bill in the midst
of a bipartisan group of law mak-
ers, many had been making the
point that China was perhaps
backtracking on some of the
pledges and commitments made
earlier. The concern was serious
enough for the White House to
send the Trade Representative,
Ms: Sharlene Bharshevsky, to
Beijing for talks with Chinese
leaders including the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Zhu Rongji.

The White House is quite aware
of the potential hurdles in the
China legislation even after the
President has put his signature.
Before the legislation goes into ef-
fect, a President has to certify to
Congress that China indeed joins
the WTO on the terms which the
U.S. negotiated. The feeling in
some quarters, including from
Geneva — as reported in the
media — is that Beijing is now re-
luctant to sign on some of the po-
litically sensitive concessions it
had earlier agreed upon.

“We remain engaged with the
Chinese about implementing
PNTR. There are some very im-
portant issues we have to ad-
dress... we will continue to talk
about the importance of imple-
menting this agreement in a way
that actually makes it work, and
so the Chinese government not
only lives up to the spirit of the
agreement, but to the letter of the
agreement,” said a White House
spokesman on Tuesday. /
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SEOUL, Oct. 21. — The third
Asia-Europe Meeting here
ippears to have prompted
some of the European countries
:0 send overtures to North
. Korea to improve relations.

The diplomatic drive was
. started by Britain, which
announced its decision on
Thursday to set up formal ties
vith North Korea. Commenting
on the announcement, South
Korean foreign minister Mr Lee
Joung-Binn said that London
would soon embark on the nor-
malisation process with Pyon-
gyang.

Britain is the third Group of
Seven nation to announce its
intention to establish a full
diplomatic relationship with
the North. Italy became the
first when it expressed the idea
in January and Canada formal-
ly recognised North Korea six
months later.

Germany also indicated it
would follow suit, when Chan-
ceilor Mr Gerhard Schroeder

sald in a 1nterv1ew that his
governmgnt had basically
decided th set up ties with
Pyongyang even though the
two sides had yet to work out
the details.

As North Korea and Germany
have representative offices in
each other’s capital, all they
have to do is agree to dispatch
ambassadors, officials here
said.

Following the moves, the
Netherlands also announced its
plan to extend its diplomatic
recognition to North Korea,
Japan’s NHK reported yester-
day.

South Korean officials
expect that other European
Union nations like Ireland,
Greece and Belgium will take
similar action in the near
future.

The unprecedented diplomatic
initiatives toward North Korea,
which used to be one of the
most isolated states on the
world, followed the historic
inter-Korean summit in mid-
June and the recent moves by
USA to improve relations with

E/s with 1 N Ko;ea

Pyongyang.

On Menday, the US Secretary
of State, Mrs Madeleine
Albright, is scheduled to visit
Pyongyang, a crucial diplomat-
ic event that could help end the
five decades of Cold War con-
frontation between North
Korea and USA.

In addition, Mrs Albright’s
visit may pave the way for Pre-
sident Mr RBill Clinton’s
eventual trip to the Stalinist
state.

The momentum for
Pyongyang’s rapprochement
with Western countries was
created in September 1999
when North Korean foreign

L..

minister Mr Paek Nam-Sun
attended the 54th General
Assembly of the United
Nations.

While in New York, Mr Nam-
Sun proposed meetings with
his  counterparts from
European countries. Last
month, he also sent official let-
ters to nine EU members
proposing diplomatic ties.

Among the 10 Asian members
of Asem, seven countries of the
Association of South-east Asian
Nations and China have formal
relations with North Korea.
Japan has been holding nor-

malisation tglks with
PyongyaV
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. Moral strength built on a life against odds

By F.J. Khergamvala 9 i

4
r?OKYO OCT. 13. A small but proud,

s

achievement-oriented nation cel-
ebrated its evening in the sun as
its President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung,
was finally named in Oslo as the
winner of the Nobel Prize for
Peace, after being nominated 14
times. \

The entire South Kor media
had already geared itsel} to re-
lease the news about MY. Kim
winning the prize this year.\Thus,
when the announcement was
made this evening, all TV stations
put out their scripted features on
the man who stood up against
some of the most vile military dic-

; tatorships. Dailies and TV stations
had already despatched reporters
to the Norwegian capital in antici-
pation of the award, which is not
entirely popular in Seoul, a cap-
ital with many opponents of Mr.
Kim’s peace overture.

In truth, the award for the 75-
year-old Mr. Kim came after a
huge diplomatic cum media cam-
paign orchestrated from the Blue
House in Seoul, which even of-
fered selected Tokyo based Scan-
dinavian journalists one on one
interviews with Mr. Kim. Publicly,
to ward off criticism, the Presi-
dent’s Office maintajned a low
profile.

Yet, none of this detracts from
the cause attached to the person.
In a career of standing firm
against oppression and demon-
strating resolve, his adherence to
the ‘sunshine policy’ with North

- & Korea symbolises the steadfast-

L

ness against heavy odds. Were it
only that the ‘sunshine policy’
was to be the sole citatory reason

The South Korean President, Mr Kim Daejung (left), with his
North Korean counterpart, Mr. Kim Jong i at their summit in
Pyongyang, in this June 2000 file photo.

for the award, most regional ob-
servers would have characterised
it as premature and cited the cur-
rent flare-up in the West Bank as
evidence of the haste with which
the Nobel Committee bestowed
its grace on the former Israeli
Prime Minister, Yitzak Rabin, the
Israeli leader, Mr. Shimon Peres
and the Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat and, incidentally on
a peace process crafted in the city
that gives the Nobel Peace award.

The peace prize is not just
about the two years of ‘sunshine’
engagement and tolerance for the
conduct of a strange regime in
North Korea, but for 40 years of
public life during which he has
been incarcerated, tortured, bea-
ten, kidnapped from a hotel
room, exiled, sentenced to death,
all at the hands of his own coun-
try’s regime. Yet, by the time Mr.

Kim came to power after four at-
tempts at the presidency, he had
managed to acquire such moral
strength as to avoid being vindic-
tive.

The man at the head of the mil-
itary regime which decided to put
him to death, Gen. Chun Doo-
hwan, today lives in Korea a free
man, disgraced by his own cor-
ruption and greed and not as the
target of a President who refused
to stoop to conquer.

Mr. Kim was born to a rich
peasant family in December 1925
on an island near Mokpo in the
south of a now divided peninsula.
After some years of accountancy
and editing a small paper, Mr.
Kim was elected to the National
Assembly in 1960. A year later,
this Roman Catholic began his
campaign against the Park
Chung-hee military junta’s bru-

tality which was then blessed by
the U.S., a benefactor and Cold
War ally‘

Mr. Kim sought to win presi-
dential elections on the opposi-
tion ticket in 1971, 1987 and 1992.
That he was abducted from Hotel
Grand Palace in 1973 by South
Korean agents of Park was testi-
mony to the political threat posed
by Mr. Kim who got 45 per cent of
the votes in 1971. Park eventually
succumbed to his own methods
when he was assassinated in
1979.

In 1982, shortly after martial
law was lifted, Mr. Chun Doo-
hwan’s military regime sentenced
him to death for inciting the pro-
democracy Kwangju uprising ear-
lier. Mr. Kim avoided the gallows
because of the personal interven-
tion of the former U.S. President,
Mr. Ronald Reagan. The sentence
was commuted to life term, he
was later released on medical
grounds and then was exiled in
the U.S.

Finally, in December 1997 Mr.
Kim tasted Presidential victory,
albeit narrowly and instantly of-
fered the North'’s leaders an olive
branch, partly out of necessity as
the South was then focused on ec-
onomic reform and forced to get a
$60 billion IMF bailout package.
He outlined the stick and carrot
policy of standing firm on Pyon-
gyang’s provocations, yet stuck
out a hand of engagement. The
North Korean leader, Mr. Kim
Jong 11, finally succumbed and
both leaders had a historic sum-
mit, whose fruits are begipning to
bear but are not ripe and
could go sour,

~ \
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BREAKING A DIPLOMATIC, BARRIER ./

THE PREDOMINANT ‘SILENCE’ of the political
kind that pervaded the U.S.-North Korea equa-
tion of open and covert hostilities since the early
1950s has now been effectively broken as poi-
gnantly reckoned by the North Korean leader,
Mr. Kim Jong Il. The latest visit to Pyongyang by
the U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright, seems to have dismantled the communi-
cations barrier between the world’s premier
democracy and the perceived ‘Stalinist’ hold-
over state of North Korea. In one sense, she has
largely capitalised on the momentum generated
by the visit to Washington by Mr. Kim’s special
emissary some time earlier. Yet, the no-non-
sense rapport of the realpolitik kind that Ms.
Albright and Mr. Kim have struck, as indicated
by their cumulative parleys of over six hours in
two separate sessions besides interactions on
other occasions, holds out the possibility, if not
also the hope, of a truly new security paradigm
on the East Asian front. Both sides have wisely
refrained from dropping even a hint of being
complacent about their future bilateral ties in
the context of the considerable publicity hype
that has inevitably marked Ms. Albright’s pas-
sage to Pyongyang, the first by a top American
mandarin since the end of the Korean War in
1953. Not insignificantly, Ms. Albright has re-
ferred to an ‘aside’ to her by Mr. Kim during a
ceremonial display of North Korean prowess in
order to drive home the point that Pyongyang is
now beginning to seriously address its enor-
mously coniroversial ballistic missiles pro-
gramme. Obviously, the symbolism in the new
U.S.-North Korea interactions matters as much
as the possibility of substance.

It is a question of utter diplomatic necessity
in regard to security issues, as the outgoing Clin-
ton administration argues, that Washington
should have decided to engage Pyongyang in a
dialogue without waiting for some concrete
signs that may indeed help erase the latter’s
lowly status as a ‘country of concern’ (a euphe-

mism for a ‘rm ;\glte’) in the U.S.\xcalculus. It
is evident from the \fomments made by Ms. Al-
bright during her sHjourn in Pyongyang that
Washington’s primary objective of this new en-
gagement is to goad North Korea to move to-
wards a roll-back or at least a freeze of its
development of medium and long-range mis-
siles. Such a move, if it materialises, can lead to
a possible trade-off involving American aid to
the poverty-stricken citizens of the presumed
hermit state under Mr. Kim. QOutwardly, the
North Korean leader has allowed an impression
to gain currency to the effect that he is willing to
consider such a diplomatic bargain, if only he
could put Pyongyang’s house in order for a rap-
prochement, now being explored, with its
southern neighbour under Mr. Kim Dae-Jung’s
“sunshine policy” of pan-Korean unity.

An obvious riddle is whether the northern
Mr. Kim is merely seeking to pull his country out
of its isolation on the international stage or ac-
tually trying to strike a bargain for a fair deal for
Pyongyang, as discernible under his prism, dur-
ing a possible Korean reunification process.
Washington, which first indicated scepticism
over Pyongyang’s reported willingness to give
up missile testing if it could receive external
help to put satellites into Earth’s orbit for peace-
ful purposes, is now beginning to test the north-
ern Mr: Kim’s resolve in this regard. While the
various aspects of the current gameplans in East
Asia have not yet come into full focus, it is quite
possible that Washington needs to ascertain Mr.
Kim’s political will before deciding, one way or
the other, whether the controversial U.S. na-
tional missile defence system must be built.
China, Japan and Russia will be equally keen on
watching the Washington-Pyongyang dialogue.
Any new East Asia security structure should be
of interest to India, too, given its suspicions
about North Korea’s collaboration with Pakistan
and given New Delhi’s desire to play a bigger
role in world affairs. /

/
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Kim Dag'Jung was an automatic ch

OT since Anwar Sadat got on a plane and flew to Israel to

make peace with the Jewish nation, has there been a simi-
lar case of courage and heroism in pursuit of the principles of
peace and goodwill to justify the award of the Nobel Peace
prize. Kim Dae Jung has done more than anyone on the
Korean peninsula to bring the divided nation together and it is
right that he is not asked to share the prize with his counter-
. part in the North. The other Kim is in every way his father’s
. sen, dour, unimaginative, concerned only for his own power,
I which he proceeded to consolidate with the skill and ruthless-
ness on display as the father established his dictatorship and
ran his country into the ground. Bankrupt and riddled with -
inefficiency and corruption North Korea had to be helped out |
of its basket case status by international humanitarian assis-
tance. Increasing misery and exploitation as the weapons to
keep the communist dictatorship in place were in evidence
aplenty and this is the moment that Kim Dae Jung chose to
make his bid for friendship with the North. But first he earned
the confidence of the highly suspicious neighbour by a terribly
expensive programme to replace the outmoded and dangerous
nuclear power stations which also fed the nuclear weapons
industry and instead feed the hungry population, and talked
the Americans into financing most of it'as an insurance
against a trigger-happy regime. Then he made his move. That
his visit to Pyongyang was hugely successful was evident on
television screens with school children lining the streets with
welcoming festoons and his nervously,smiling counterpart
waiting to welcome him. \ } »

Kim Dae Jung is different resjdent Clinton who
worked at his Nobel with calculatiof and d&termination but in
vain. Kim is a very genuine person) compagsionate but none
the less determined, deeply concerned for his people and ready
to dedicate his life to the cause. Once he had to be rescued by
American pressure from being thrown overboard alive and in
chains because the regime wanted to get rid of him. Then
came a long stint as a mass leader first of students and then of
the people generally. Whatever he handled had the mark of
his sincerity and fearlessness. Many a lesser man would have
given up long ago but not Kim Dae Jung. He won his presiden-
cy on his own steam; he made no compromises with power
groups offering support. In the event he was his own master
and the people responded. No one else could have done what
he did, journey to the North, in the teeth of some determined
opposition in his own ranks. The skeptics lived to applaud as
he returned in triumph form Pyongyang, with the initiative
firmly in his hands. .

It is not as though his work is done; this is only the begin-
ning. But the foundations have been established and Kim is
| clear-headed enough to know the direction that must be taken

for the future. Even in his worst days, Kim Dae Jung was a
-hero to his people. To unify his divided nation in peace and
friendship remains the goal to which he has dedicated his life.
‘I As the world salutes the Nobel Prize wir7 this newspaper

joins in wishing him fulfilment in his task.
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o/ Summlt\/A
< softens
Korea stan%

Seoul, Oct. 19 (Reuters): Euro-
pean and Asian governments
today toned down a call to counter
the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction on the Korean peninsula
as Britain joined a wave of coun-
tries moving to normalise ties
with North Korea.
. Officials preparing for a sum-
mit meeting of 25 European Union
and Asian leaders removed a ref-
erence to weapons of mass de-
struction from the “Seoul Declara-
tion for Peace on the Korean
Peninsula” that is due to be adopt-
ed at the two-day Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) which starts to-
MOrrow.

Diplomats said the wording —
clearly aimed at North Korea —
was toned down at the insistence
of the Stalinist state’s staunchest
ally, China. “It’s easier to remove
weapons of mass destruction from
communiques than it is to remove
them from their bunkers,” Euro-
pean Union external affairs com-
missioner Chris Patten said. “The
important thing to do is to remove
themfrom their bunkers.”

Mpoves to bring isolated North
Korea back into the international
fold gathered pace as Britain said
it planned to open diplomatic ties
with North Korea for the first time
since the creation of the comnuyr-

nist state over 50 years ago. e
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U S. -NORTH KOREA TIES / ALBRIGHT GETS RED CARPET

By F.J. Khergamvala

TOKYO, OCT. 23. The U.S. Secretary
of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright
today added the North Korean
leader, Mr. Kim Jong Il to her pic-
ture gallery when she became the
first U.S. Cabinet official ever to
meet the highest figure of the
most closed nation in the world.

The visiting U.S. chief diplo-
mat, accompanied by three aides,
met Mr. Kim Jong Il for well over
three hours. Their talks spilled
over into a dinner hosted by the
North’s leader, an event that by
itself signals the North’s desire to
accord Ms. Albright special treat-
ment. Ms. Albright is in Pyon-
gyang on a two-day visit planned
in a hurry after Mr. Kim Jong 1l
sent a special envoy to Washing-
ton DC on October 9. She then
goes to Seoul to brief South Ko-
rean and Japanese officials on the
outcome of her mission. It is from
the Seoul halt that more about her

U.S. to open liaison ofhce" 24|10

The North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong- 1l (left), shakes hands
with the U.S. Secretary of State, Mrs. Madeleine Albright, at
the Paekhawon guest house complex in Pyongyang on
Monday. — Reuters

Lo-18

could be using the fdst moving
developments with th¢ U.S. as a
lever to delay progress on ties
with the South.

In return for curbing missiles
exports and giving other conces-
sions, North Korea is likely to do
what it does skillfully. Obtain as-
surances for economic aid, pref- '
erably food aid and a meaningful
bonus, of getting off the U.S. State '
Department list of countries that |
sponsor terrorism.

to vote at the World Bank in su
port of programmes to aid tiHe
North. The U.S. is also the highest
donor of food aid to the North,
having sent over a million tonnes.

This step would enable the U?

Albright is also likely to !
have followed up on an offer said |
to have been made by Mr. Kim
Jong Il to the Russian President, |
Mr. Vladimir Putin last summer

stay in the North might emerge. A
decision to open a U.S. liaison of-
fice in Pyongyang is on the cards.

Ms. Albright’s visit is intended
to clear many obstacles before
she advises that Mr. Bill Clinton
break new ground in becoming
the first U.S. President to set foot
on North Korean soil. A contin-
ued moratorium on missile tests
and a curb on exports of missiles
technology and parts are areas
where the U.S. wants credible as-
surances only from the top in
Pyongyang, before both sides can
put agreements down on paper.
The high Clinton administration
official arrived early in the North

Korean capital at the head of a
party of 14 and was received by
the Vice-Foreign Minister, Mr.
Kim Gye-gwan. On a day of
crowded engagements. Ms. Al-
bright visited a kindergarten
where the World Food Pro-
gramme distributes food aid. She
held talks with her counterpart,
Mr. Paek Nam-sun and had two
meetings with Vice- Marshal Jo
Myung-rok, the third ranking
leader in the North who was also
Mr. Kim Jong II's special envoy to
Mr. Clinton earlier in the month.

In the South Korean media, Ms.
Albright shares some limelight
with the news that Pyongang was

nlaying host to a senior Chinese
figure too at the same time. The
Chinese Defence Minister, Mr.
Chi Haotian met the North’s
Armed Forces Minister, Vice-Mar-
shal Kim Il-chol. The stated rea-
son for the visit is to observe the
50th anniversary of China's inter-
vention on North Korea's side in
the Korean War. But, as the Dong
A Ilbo daily pointed out, the anni-
versary falls on November 25,
more than a month away. The two
Defence Ministers issued a state-
ment reiterating the strong bonds
between the two armed forces.
There is also concern expressed in
the South that Mr. Kim Jong 1l

about linking North Korea's vol- |

untary  cessation of missile
launches to a third party agrecing
to launch the North's satellites.
The burden of doing the North's
launches will obviously be taken
on by some other country.

Reuters news agency quoted
the World Food Programme
country director as saying that the
North could have another bad
year because of the poor harvest
due to typhoons and shortage of
fertilizers.
Korea could be quite demanding
about the terms under which it
would agree to abandon its mis-
siles programme.

i
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Consequently, North :

Canadian PM
calls snap poll

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 23. [n what is seen as a calcu-
lated political move — but a risky one as well —
the Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. Jean Chre-
tien, has called parliamentary elections on No-
vember 27, hoping to capitalise on the budget
surplus and the recent passing of Pierre Tru-
deau, one of the country’s popular Liberal lead-
ers. ‘‘The election campaign begins officially at
this moment”, Mr. Chretien said in Ottawa on
Sunday after asking the Governor- General to
dissolve Parliament.

Mr. Chretien, just three and a half years into
his second term, is hoping to make it on the
basis of not only the good performance of the
economy but also his Liberal Party’s strong
showing in polls. But what is being pointed out
is that Canadian voters have a tendency to
“punish” leaders who call early elections.

Mr. Chretien’s party has 161 seats in the 301-
member House of Commons; and the biggest
challenge is going to come from the recently-
formed -eonservative Canadian Alliance. The
Liberals, given their current standing in the
polls, are expected to come out as the largest
single party, but the question is whether Mr.

Chretien will be able to form a government on .

his own or be forced into a coalition.

Russia to deorbit Mir stat(i/on

By Vladimir Radyuhin

moscow, ocT. 23. Cash-strapped Russia has
abandoned efforts to keep its Soviet-era space

' station Mir in orbit, announcing plans to

dump it in the ocean early next year.

The Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
llya Klebanov, said on Monday that Mir
would be terminated in late February 2001,
the Interfax news agency reported.

“We are getting ready for the operation and
the Government has already received ail the
necessary papers,” Mr. Klebanov said, adding
that a formal decision to deorbit the station
would be taken shortly.

Mir’s fate has been sealed by financial
problems. The Government shed responsib-
ility for financing the station in January 1999
as all budget resources were used for the con-
struction of the I6-nation International
Space Station. But Mir’s operator, the Energia
Space Corporation, has financed it this year
through an Amsterdam-based joint venture,
MirCorp, and a pool of foreign private inves-
tors. '

The Russian President, Mr. Vladimir Putin,
also came out in support of Mir, telling space
officials in March that he would like to see the
station continue its flight.

MirCorp planned to turn Mir into the
world’s first commercially-funded manned
space project and open it to rich tourists. It
has already found an American businessman
willing to pay $ 20 millions for a flight aboard
Mir and has vowed to raise some $ 117 mil-
lions through an initial public offering next
year, but senior Energia officials admit that it
may be too late.

“We are running against time”, said Mr. -
Yury Semyonov, Energia president. “To keep ;
Mir in orbit we will have to launch towards
the station several spacecraft built for the In- .
ternational Space Station. Only the Govern- :
ment can take this decision.”

With Russia already behind schedule in
building the International Space Station, the
Government apparently could not afford to
divert any more resources for the Mir station.
The Russian Space Agency has been under
strong pressure from the U.S. to sink Mir. |

Launched for an initial period of three .
years, Mir has been in orbit for 14 years and |
Russian space experts insist it is still strong
enough to serve for up to five years more. The
ageing spacecraft will be taken out of orbit
and allowed to burn up in the Earth’s atmo- |
sphere, the remainder falling into a remote |
area of the Pacific. ‘
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ORTH Korean leader Kim
Jong-Il was upset that for-
mer South Korean President
Kim Young-Sam failed to
send any word of condolence when his
father, Kim I1-Sung, died in 1994.

“After that, relations with North
Korea were very bad for many years.
Kim Jong-il was very upset,” said Jae
Kyu Park, who has an intimate
knowledge of North Korea, and Kim

Jong-Il. z( & -
- He has to. As unification minister, it
is his job to understand everything
related to North Korea. He has a full-
time staff of 500 to help him.

“Kim Jong-Il is a knowledgeable
man. He knows a lot about the West,”
said Mr Park, who has held talks both
personally and in groups for nine
hours with Kim Jong-1I. Mr Park
played an important role in preparing
for the inter-Korean talks.

Contrary to the general negative
impressions reported worldwide about
the North Korean leader, Mr Park
said Mr Kim was not crazy or irra-
tional.

“He is willing to listen. If you can
point out the virtues of a case, he will
change his mind,” Mr Park said. Some
Intelligence reports about Kim Jong-I1
have been off the mark, Mr Park said.
He credited Hwang Jang-Yap, the
highest Noerth Korean official to defect
to the Scuth five years ago, with pro-
viding him with invaluable insights

int%}ong-ll’s mind.

—

i

The process of national
reconciliation between
North and South Korea
will take time and at the
moment it is difficult to
give an exact time frame.
KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN
explores the
?;F\Q\ pros and cons of
@inter-Korean relations

MnA Hwang was a minister of educa-
tiom\ and father of the juche (“self-
reliance”) idea.

For at least two years before his
father died, Kim Jong-Il was already
in charge of North Korea. “He has
been studying and practising to take
over from his father for 22 years,”
said Mr Park.

The soft-spoken minister also said’

that towards the end of the inter-
Korean summit in July, Kim Jong-Il
was reluctant to sign the South-North
Joint Declaration.

But South Korean President Kim
Dae-Jung told him that it was impor-
tant that he put his personal approval
to the joint agreement to celebrate
21st-century relations.

Mr Park quoted Kim Dae-Jung as
telling Mr Kim: “Many agreements
have been signed but never imple-
mented, so both of us need to make a
new start.”

Kim Jong-I1 decided to sign the docu-
ment as chairman of the National
Defence Commission.

At a separate meeting with Kim
Jong-Il, Kim Dae-Jung praised the
North Korean leader for being sincere
in moving reconciliation forward, say-
ing Kim Jong-Il had told him that
North Korea did not want to see
another war on the Korean peninsula
and that his country wanted to
improve relations with the West.

“He said North Korea was no longer
a paradise,” said Kim Dae-Jung,
referring to the North Korean leader’s
admission of current reality.

e STA

THE ICE IS THAWING: South Korean news magazines show composite photographs of President

Bill Clinton with North Korean leader Kim Jong-1l at a bookstore in Seoul on Sunday. Left: South
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung, who is ready to make a new start. — AP/PTI.

After the inter-Korean summit, Kim
Dae-Jung called the US and Japanese
leaders to say that North Korea truly
wanted to improve ties with them.
Pyongyang, he added, wanted to
ensure its security and to create at
the same time an external environ-
ment conducive to national develop-
ment. For at least four years, North
Korea has been plagued by famine
and food shortages.

Both leaders agree that the process
of national reconciliation will take
time and at the moment it is difficult
to give an exact time frame.

“It will at least take 20 years and at
the most 40,” the President told a
group of Asian and European journal-
ists. Mr Park predicted that reunifica-
tion of the two Koreas would be
realised in 30 years.

Mr Park said South Korea had to
bridge a wide gap between the
economies and living conditions of the
two countries. When East Germany
and West Germany united a decade
ago, the economic differential was
about four to one. But in the case of
the two Koreas, the differential is a
steep 30 to 1, judging from the gross
national product figures. South Korea
has a per capita GNP of $10,000 a
year against $300 for North Korea.
Reunification is not possible through
absorption in the immediate future.
“South Korea does not have the
money and resources,” Mr Park said.
To make the government undeps«tfnd

s
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the problems of reunification, Mr
Park recounted how his ministry had
despatched 20 officials to Germany to
study the gamut of reunification on a
daily basis.

“In Germany, reunification took place
before transformation,” said Mr Park,
“but in Korea transformation has to
come first.”

When East and West Germany unit-
ed, 80 per cent of the East Germans
knew about the real situation in West
Germany, but in North Korea, apart
from senior leaders, Kim Jong-il in
particular, the general public has no
knowledge of the real situation in
South Korea.

Mr Park said after the summit, both
sides implemented what they agreed
to in Pyongyang. At least 100 families
separated by the Korean War have
met.

“We hope to increase the number and
establish regular contacts that will
lead to the setting up of a centre so
that families from both sides can meet
regularly,” Mr Park said, adding that
at least 10 million families were dis-
united by the war.

He said that separated families were
desperate to get together and that
they were top priority. “You don’t
want to see them rushing across the
border to reunite with their families
by themselves, do you?” asked Mr
Park, smiling.

- The Nation/Asia News Networ,

|




The US initiative of sending secretary of state Madeleine Albright to

//F -\\r\o Kimehi Diplomacy wx\f

e

meet the North Korean supremo Kim Jong 1l and try and erd Py-
ongyang's international isolation deserves two and a half cheers. The
visit was facilitated when the new Nobel laureate for peace, South Ko-
rean president Kim Dae Jung, visited North Korea earlier this year to
hold the first ever summit between the two Koreas. Unlike his father,
Kim II Sung, the current North Korean leader, Kim Jong I1 has under-
stood the imperative need for his country to break out of its policy of
self-imposed seclusion. In its efforts to build a Euro-Asian balance of
power — with its own self-perceived ability to externally manipulate
that balance — Washington seems to have decided to help to reduce
tensions in North East Asia. South Korea has already said that it has no
intention of forcing a merger with North Korea in the near future.
North Korea, as the last communist bastion, realises that it has to
change its obsolete Juche system and increasingly integrate with the
global economy. Afflicted by years of food shortages, the north seems
to be willing to move towards a detente with the West. Pyongyang's
earlier patrons, Russia and China, have themselves embraced the mar-
ket economy. For the departing US president, a detente with North Ko-
rea would be a last-minute feather in his cap. A thaw between the US
and North Korea — till recently deemed by Washington to be a ‘rogue
state’, and latterly termed a ‘state of concern’ — should encourage Py-
ongyang to follow international norms of behaviour and stop the sup-
ply of missiles to other states, particularly Pakistan. In this context, the
current developments are of great security interest to India.

Pyongyang has justified its sale of missiles to Pakistan and other
states on the grounds that the sanctions imposed by the US and its al-
lies have constrained North Korea to earn its foreign exchange
through such sales. It is likely that North Korea will extract a price for
stopping its missile proliferation. In 1994 the North Koreans forced the
US to provide them with a modern nuclear reactor financed by other
countries and an assured supply of fuel, in exchange for shutting down
their proliferation-prone Soviet design nuclear reactor. Pakistan is sim-
ilarly holding the international community to ransom: if it is not finan-
cially bailed out, it might sell its nuclear weapon technology. The irony
is that while such states are able to arm-twist the US, democratic and
internationally well-behaved India continues to be subjected to sanc-
tions by Washington. There is no reason why President Clinton, who is
willing to go the extra mile for North Korea should not do as much for
India, whom he has hailed as a partner. Indeed, the US Congress has
already passed a resolution to end sanctions. While New Delhi wel-
comes the US initiative xis-a-vis Pyongyang, in order to earn a
full three cheers Washigigton should follow its own logic and lift
sanctions against Indj

€aching Trouble

No matter in which nook or cranny of India you find yourself, the
chances are that the Bengali out on his summer boliday with family in
tow, has already been there, done that. But if Calcutta University has its
way, those days of roaming free with the family as far as the LTC could
take them, may soon be over. A proposal has been put to the chancel-
lor, West Bengal Governor Viren J Shah, that the 45-day summer
break of the university be scrapped from next year. All because the
University Grants Commission has decreed that there must be at least
180 teaching days in an academic year. The stipulation seems unexcep-
tionable but the trouble is that the teachers' leave in a year adds up to
180 days anyway. Besides the usual 45-day summer vacation, they get
35 days for Durga Puja, 35 days ‘statutory’ leave and other sundries
adding up to 180 days. Add to that at least 20-odd days lost thanks to
bandhs and strikes, and that leaves barely 165 days of teaching in an av-
erage year, or 13 days a month. That makes for a pretty cushy college
life — for the teachers, that is. For the students, so far it has meant un-
finished syllabi and no examination results before August-end, giving
them hardly any time to apply abroad, let alone outside West Bengal,
for post-graduate courses. Now there's a prospect of further delays, as
Calcutta University also wants to use those 45 days in May and June
for examinations, instead of the current April-May time-frame. That
would really put paid not only to vacations in cooler climes during the
blistering months, but also any hope of examination results before the
Puja holidays in September-October. The idea of swotting while sweat-
ing isn't that hot either, but who's listening? The CPM-dominated West
Bengal College and University Teachers Association, in fact, feels the
“students will definitely benefit” from the extra classes. Why has it not
occurred to the CU authorities to find out how the other universities in
India manage to pack in more than 180 working days without ruining
the summer holidays? The solution could be another look at the
35-day Puja break. A week off for the actual celebrations would give
the obviously conscientious teaching community a precious 28 days
more to impart knowledge. This would be a great way, perhaps, to
welcome Saraswati who comes along with Durga for those crucial
days of devotion and revelry. That would certainly take the heat off
the summer holidays too.



+ Koreas fail to agree

EOUL, AUG. 31. Mlmsterlal talks
between North and South Korea
adjourned today without an
agregnent on South Korea's de-

and for top-level military meet-
ings to help ease tensions in one
of tlg world’'s most dangerous
flashpoints.

“The release of a joint state-
hent (on the ministerial talks) is
Bemg delayed as the two sides
failed tp see eye to eye on key is-

2
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sues such as a mi 1tary hotline and
top-level military talks,” said a
pool report from South Korean re-
porters in Pyongyang.

It was unclear whether the min-
isterial talks, in their second and
last scheduled day, would resume.

The South Korean Unification
Minister, Mr. Park Jae- kyu, pro-
posed the military meetings and
hotline at the start of the talks to-
day.

e s

e on

1?ut the two sides fidfagree in
principle to hold tfo ‘more re-
unions this year for families sep-
arated in the 1950-53 Korean war.

The timeframe for the reunions
will be discussed in early Septem-
ber in a meeting of Red Cross offi-
cials from the two countries.

Earlier this month, 100 elderly
people from each of the Koreas
met family members they hadn’t
seen ir a half-century at reunions.

oy

military talks

A senior South Korean Red
Cross official said last week a sec-
ond round of reunions could take
place during the Chusok thanks-
giving holidays on September 11-
13.

The two sides also agreed to
hold a working level meeting next
month to set up a legal framework
for economic projects, including
treaties on double taxation and in-
vestment guarantees. — Reuters




REDEFINING A FEUD

A ‘SETTLED’ PRESCRIPTION for the resolution
of a festering China-Taiwan question is that the
two must be brought together politically at
some point in time. In fact, despite a masterly
ambiguity about the real and artificial nuances
of this solution, the U.S. too has, in recent years,
acknowledged the basic validity of a much-ban-
died formula, in a sense an ultimate future vi-
_sion, of ‘One China’. Yet, it has been a critical
aspect of an increasingly wealthy Taiwan’s ‘for-
eign policy’ to try and confound Beijing by rein-
venting the concept of ‘One China’ with some
egularity. It has, therefore, come as no surprise
hat the President of Taiwan, Mr. Chen Shui-
ian, has now actually redefined his territory’s
ld feud with China. Admittedly, Mr. Chen has
‘not been as strident as his critics had expected
him to be when he assumed office with a repu-
tation for being abrasively in favour of ‘Taiwa-
nese independence’. His latest pronouncement
is that Taipei will not proceed from ‘a pre-de-
termined stance’. But, in his considered view,
the Taiwanese ‘cannot have a pre-determined
conclusion’ either in regard to the question of
their eventual unification with China, a com-
munist state in some transition as seen from
Taipei. He is also reported to have taken the line
that ‘any option is a possibility’ if it is accept-
able to the democratic Taiwanese in an exercise
of their ‘free will'.

The core proposition in Mr. Chen'’s policy
— the unacceptability of a ‘pre-determined
conclusion’ — can only help toss the very for-
mula of ‘One China’ into a new Taiwanese
melting pot of ideas. It may, of course, be ar-
gued on his behalf that his objection to any
sense of a pre-ordained finality in regard to the
outcome of an advocated process of dialogue
with China pertains mainly to the means of
uniting Beijing and Taipei at some unclear date
in the future. However, he has already man-

)
1

W
aged, transparently as a rr‘lgrv:f deliberate
policy, to raise a new controversy over a highy
emotive issue with larger geopolitical overtones
for the entire world not just the Asia-Pacific
region. At the same time, Mr. Chen has also
sought to mollify, if not really woo, the Chinese
regime under Mr. Jiang Zemin and Mr. Zhu
Rongji by hinting that Taiwan may not press for
a non-negotiable solution. Mr. Chen’s assur-
ance about the absence of a pre-conceived Tai-
wanese ‘stand’ is obviously his way of
indicating a climb-down from a pro-independ-
ence platform which was widely seen as his
electoral plank despite some campaign-tim,
spin-doctoring of this prime issue. N \

“ ’

Two factors, which go beyond the inherent
niceties of the China-Taiwan standoff, are of
greater concern to the larger international com-
munity. First, Taiwan despite being a democra-
cy cannot simply be allowed to play a big
brother in relation to China given the cardinal
reality that it is a long time since Beijing was
admitted to the United Nations and allotted a
contentious permanent seat in the Security
Council. This aspect of realpolitik is significant
due to the debate in Taiwan on whether the
territory should join China only when the latter
too can be acknowledged to have turned a de-
mocracy. The second and no less important
consideration, at least in the reckoning of sever-
al key countries other than China, is that any
engineered twist to the China-Taiwan dispute
may only ignite new tensions between them. A
worrisome aspect in this context is the possibil-
ity of Taiwan being associated, in some way or
other, with Washington’s plans for a theatre
missile defence system in East Asia. China’s re-
fusal to renounce force as an option to absorb
Taiwan in certain stated circumstances needs
be evaluated in this overall context.

- .NRU
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Taiwan for closer
ties with China'
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE » M\/\V 5/\1' ‘

TAIPEI, Sept 16. — Taiwan's President Chen
Shui-bian today said his government would like to
open a direct transportation link with China and
urged Beijing to engage in talks with Taipei for
normalisation of trade and political relations.

"I think the time has arrived for a direct trans-
portation link .. We are willing to open it by the
year-end," Mr Chen said.

He said a direct transportation link would be part
of a normalisation of business ties between the two
sides which could also facilitate a normalisation in
Taiwan-China relations.

"Normalisation of cross-strait ties has to start
with normalisation of bilateral commercial ties,"
he -said, adding the government would consider
relaxing economic restrictions towards China if
national security was assured.

The decades-old ban on the three direct links —
transportation, commerce and post — has been in
place since 1949 after Taiwan and China split at
the end of a bitter civil war.

it LhHen Onui-Olan

Mr Chen's remarks came after Taiwan's
mainland policy architect, the Mainland
Affairs Council, on Wednesday completed a
plan of a possible trial of direct links between
its offshore islands and the mainland before
the year-end.

Under the plan, the offshore islands of
Kinmen and Matsu would be allowed to make

direct trade and transport exchanges with the
Chinese province of Fujian in a tl‘“'/sche’me
known as the "three mini links"~




/Koreas on road to Berlin Wa v

Seoul, Sept. 17 (Reuters): Sout M:e South Korean government

*Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
on Monday launches work on a
railway and highway through the
Cold War’s last frontier, a project
he hopes will be akin to the fall of
the Berlin Wall more than a
decade ago.

President Kim has described
the restoration of the 20 km road
and railway through the world’s
most militarised border as an
“iron silk road” that will link the
Far East to Europe through China
and Russia. (The two Koreas will
hold the first talks between their
defence ministers on September
25-26).

Thousands of soldiers from
both communist North and capi-
talist South will put aside their
weapons to help with the work —
mostly digging up landmines in
the oxymoronically named demil-
itarised zone.

has earmarked 54.7 billion won to
restore its 12 km portion of the
railway, blown up in the early
days of the 1950-53 Korean.War.
North Korea is respongible for the
repairing the other 8 km-of-sev-

ered track and for upgradihg the
line to Sinuiju on its borderw1th
China.

Seoul has allocated another 100
million won to build a fourane
highway on its side of the border
parallel to the railroad.

The land links may be the the
most concrete evidence so far of
the rapid thaw between the two
Koreas, who remain in a state of
war because their conflict a half-
century ago ended in an armed
truce that has not been replaced
by a peace accord.

In the three months since Pres-
ident Kim held an unprecedented
summit with North Korean leader

Kim Jong-il in Pyongyang, the two
Koreas have been engaged in a
whirlwind of events that may sig-
nal a breakthrough in their half-
century cold war stalemate.

Kim Dae-jung deliberately
chose Berlin to deliver a land-
mark speech in March on Korean
reconciliation, comparing it to
Germany’s reunification, which
set the stage for the summit in Py-
ongyang.

Kim Jong-il's top adviser,
party secretary Kim Yong-Sun
was in South Korea last week to
set the stage for the enigmatic
North Korean leader’s return
summit in Seoul early next year.

Top level defence talks are set
for September 25-26 in South Kore-
a’s island of Cheju, the first such
bilateral meeting.

Two rounds of cabinet-level
meetings have yielded a slew of
agreements, including at least two

more reumons of fa orn
asunder during the tral matlc
events of the Korean War.

Top South Korean conglomer-
ate Hyundai is set to build a huge
industrial complex in North Kore-
a’s southwestern Kaesong, an an-
cient royal capital that Py-
ongyang will also open up to
tourists from the south.

Conservative hardliners in
South Korea, led by former Presi-
dent Kim Young-Sam, worry
things are going too fast. They see
the restored railway as a kind of
Trojan Horse that will'make it all
the easier for an unfegenerate

. North to invade again.

They were outraged when
South Korea repatriated 63 North
Korean spies without reciprocal
action from Pyongyang on the es-
timated 800 Korean war prisoners
and kidnap victims believed to be
held in the North.
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North Korea

proposes v/
diplomatic

' ties with EU
REUTERS g\’o\ ’\/WI\‘O\

SEOUL, Sept. 21. — North Ko-
rea today said it has proposed
opening diplomatic relations
with member nations of the
European Union, as the Asian
country moves to end its long
Cold War isolation.

The official Korean Central
News Agency said the North
Korean foreign minister, Mr
Paek Nam-Sun, had recently |
sent a letter officially propos-
ing ties to the foreign minis-
ters of Belgium, UK, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Spain and the ex-
ternal relations commissioner
of the European Commission.

The letters proposed to
“expand and develop these
relations in political, economic,
cultural and all other fields in
keeping with new changes tak-
ing place in their relationship
at the historic turn of the cen-
tury”, the agency reported in a
dispatch monitored in Seoul.

“The establishment and
development of the relations
between (North Korea) and
those countries will give an
affirmative effect on finally lig-
uidating the leftover of the
Cold War,” KCNA said.

The European Commission
said in July that North Korea
had asked to establish diplo-
matic relations with EU, but
the EU had yet to take a posi-
tion on the request.
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The Kims and the Koreas

ARLY NEXT week the Defence

Ministers of the two Koreas are to

meet on the South Korean island of

Cheju to follow up on an important
event that took place earlier this past week.
When the South’s Mr. Cho Seong-tae
literally gets to grips with the North’s Mr.
Kim 1l Chol, they could have a very limited
agenda, but it is one that could accelerate
the present thawing of relations between
the two countries.

On Monday, the South Korean President,
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, symbolically waved the
green flag at the village of Imjingak to
revive a long suspended rail-cum-road link
between the two Koreas through the
demilitarised zone. The two leaders, Mr.
Kim Dae Jung and Mr. Kim Jong 11 of the
North, had decided at their summit in June
to reopen this link. “On this day we start
reconnecting our divided fatherland,” said
the South’s Mr. Kim. For pragmatists,
though, all talk of the rail and road link
leading to reunification is quite premature.

It is almost 50 years since the 24-km rail
connection was destroyed just as the
Korean War was breaking out. The whole
area was then mined. The Defence
Ministers are expected to discuss how the
mine clearing will take place. It.
is unlikely that the thaw has
reached a stage where a joint
operation will take place !
because that entails sharing of
minefield charts, including |
types of mines laid and other
details not normally disclosed to
an adversary. But, eventually
the mine clearing will be similar
to peeling off a layer of an
onion.

There are nonetheless two
major aspects to this rail and
road plan, which has a
maximum estimated cost of
$150 millions, on the South
Korean side. When the rail
connection is revived, it will
join a network that leads to
Sinuiju beyond which lies the
Chinese border and the rail link
to China and the Asian land
mass. Therefore, first the
South’s huge industrial export
machine will get access to the
Asian-Russia-Euro land mass
and its markets without having
to continue to ship its goods by
sea. This could well make South
Korean goods highly
competitive, once other
bottlenecks such as gauge
standardisation and transit costs
are resolved. Korean goods can
reach European markets directly
though the Trans-Siberian
railway. Likewise, European
goods could reach the Koreas
by land.

Of greater immediate import
is the detail that the so-called
“Iron-Silk” rail and road link
conpects the South to the town
of Kaesung in the North.
Kaesung js where Hyundai is
buildingia billion dollar

industrial complex, not just for itself. It is
to be used by over 70 South Korean textile
companies too. The completion of the link
and the industrial complex will give both
sides the mutual benefit and vested
interest to continue with economic

Integration. V . \r}

The two Koreas have arranged reunions
among a tiny fraction of families separate
by the war in the early 1950s. They
promise to arrange more such meetings.
They have let Hyundai arrange periodic
pilgrimages to Mt Kumkang in the North
for Koreans from all over the globe. All
these represent a limited contact between
the two peoples. The rail and four-lane

@A@‘

Sceptics say Mr. Kim Jong Il is
exploiting Mr. Kim -Dae Jung’s
ambition to go down in
history as the man who put
“the-Korean peninsula back
together. F. J. KHERGAMVAIA
on the reunification moves.

The contingents of North and South Korea marched together at  this clock, only6ne hand is
the Sydney Olympics opening ceremony... a pointer to the future? moving. /

road lmk is the beginning to the first
meaningful inter-Korean interaction.

Yet, there is need for caution. Notably,
when the South’s leader opened the
potentially important artery, no North
Korean official was sent to attend. It was
indeed a South Korean event, but could
Mr. Kim Jong Il be playing it both ways, as
many observers suspect? There has been
no announcement of plans on the
rebuilding of the 12-km railway live that
was destroyed on the North’s side. Very
little is known about what really took place
at the inter-Korean summit; about whether .
the North said that it would permit its
people to trave] to the South and back.

The more wary among keen Korea
watchers feel that it is “‘advantage Jong II”.
He is getting investments in tens if not
hundreds of millions from the South
Korean chaebols, his opening to the South
has created a larger opening with the
influential and politically powerful wealthy
western world, but in all this hasn't he
ensured what he wants most, notably the
survival and sustenance of the decadent
political system under a repressive regime?
Pyongyang’s Foreign Minister has just
written to nine European nations and the
European Union, seeking formal
ties. There has been no domestic
political reform at all and Mr.
Kim Jong Il rides high
internationally only on the basis
of the summit and some
symbolic moves.

The two Korea teams marched
together as one at the Opening
Ceremony of the Sydney
Olympic Games. Mr. Kim Dae
Jung is expecting to receive Mr.
Kim Jong II's deputy, Mr. Kim
Yong-nam later in the year. After
that, Mr. Kim Jong [l will travel
to the South for the return
summit.

These developments are
symbolically enceuraging,
especially to Mr. Kim Dae Jung
for whom they represent the
success of his “‘Sunshine Policy”.
His worst critics say that he is
angling for the Nobel Peace
Prize, either before or after he
quits office in 2003. They add
that Mr. Kim Jong Il is exploiting
Mr. Kim Dae Jung’'s ambition to
go down in history as the man
who put the peninsula back
together.

Quite little is said these days
about the strong domestic
opposition within the South,
voiced through ‘the Grand
National Party. The GNP has
boycotted Parliament since
September 1 and it is therefore
impossible for the Government
to adopt legislation for inter-
Korean projects and food
assistance.

There are also those who feel
that the clock cannot be set
back. So far, it a
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Cheju, South Korea, September 25

HE DEFENCE Ministers of
I South and North Korea

today pledged to work
toward reconciliation at their first

meeting following five decades of

hostility across the world’s most
heavily fortified border, So

Korean officials said. &f\(- ,‘{‘
The meeting between éouth
Korean Defence Minister Cho
Sung-Tae and Kim Il Chul,

Minister of the People’s Army of

North Korea, marked one of the
most significant steps toward rap-
prochement on the divided Korean

peninsula since a June summit ofj

the leaders of both Koreas.

Cho and Kim “shared a 'bas)
understanding” during their one-
and-half-hour talk that their mili-
taries should support the agree-
ments of the summit, in which the
o Koreas agreed to seek eventu-
{ reunification, said Brig Gen
Yoon II-Young, spokesman for
Seoul’s Defence Ministry.

South Korean officials, however,
doubted whether sweeping mea-
sures that will ease tension across
the Korean peninsula could be
achieved in this first meeting.
North Korea wants the talks agen-
da limited to military cooperation

@

South Korean Defence Miister Chpo Sung-tae, right, shows the way

Koreas’ defence chiefs meet begins

for Vice Marshal Kim 1l Chol, Minister for North Koreas’s People’s Army
to the room for the talks on Monday. Photo: AP

to clear landmines along a railway
track and a four-lane road being
built through the inter-Korean
border.

The two have agreed to recon-
nect the severed railway between

Shinuiju, near the border with
China, and to build a road between
Seou! and the North’s southern
city of Kaesong.

South Korea wants a military
hotline and other confidence-
building measures, including the

notification of military drills and
sending observers to each other’s
military training exercises.

The tact that the two chiefs were
discussing cooperation was seen as
a great stride towards peace on the
peninsula. Their border is guarded
by nearly two million battle-ready
troops on both sides, barbed wire,
minefields, and artillery and mis-
siles that can reach each other's
capitals. The Pentagon still regards
the North’s 1.1 million military -
which is believed to have chemical
and biological wcapons and is
devcloping long-range missiles - as
one of the greatest security threats
in Northeast Asia. Washington
keeps 37,000 US soldiers in South
Korea as a deterrent against the
North.

The talks are the first between
the Defence Chiefs from the two
sides since the division of the
Korean peninsula in 1945 and the
1950-53 Korean war. [t will also
push  for routine Defence
Ministers’ tatks. The communist
North Korea and the capitaiist
South Korea are still technically at
war as they have yet to sign a peace
treaty to replace the armistice
signed at the end of the Korean

war. .
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/l(rean Ministers
vow to work for
1 Peconciliation

CHEJU (S. KOREA), SEPT. 25. The De-
fende Ministers of South and
t North Korea who met today for
| the Ifirst time ever, pledged to
- work toward reconciliation.

The meeting between the South
Korean Defence Minister, Mr.
Cho Sung-Tae, and Mr. Kim II
Chul, Minister of the People’s Ar-
my of North Korea, marked one of
the most significant steps toward
rapprochement on the divided
Korean peninsula since a June
summit of the leaders of both Ko-
reas. Mr. Cho and Mr. Kim
“shared a basic understanding”
during their one-and-a-half-hour
talk that their militaries should
support the agreements of the
summit, in which the two Koreas
agreed to seek eventual reunifica-
tion, said Brig. Gen. Yoon II-
young, spokesman for Seoul’s De-

fence Ministry. H ) a!}gé

South Korean ofgci Y howev-
er, doubted whether sweeping
measures that will ease tension
across the Korean peninsula can
be achieved in this first meeting.

The fact that the two chiefs
were discussing cooperation was
seen as a great stride towards
peace on the peninsula.

Both sides agreed “‘in princi-
ple” to support efforts to make
the summit accord reached in the
North Korean capital Pyongyang
a reality. But South Korean offi-
cials had said even before the
Cheju meeting began that the
North Koreans had expressed
their intent to limit the talks to
military aspects of the planned re-
construction of a trans-Korea rail-
way as well as a road. — DPA

-




Jefence chiefs to meet again

By F.J. Khergamvala \/(Q ( l?

TOKYO, SEPT. 26.The Defence Ministers of the two Ko-
reas found that there was sufficient agreed sub-
stance to issue a joint statement about their
first-ever just ended talks on the South Korean island
of Cheju. > 1

The host, Gen. Cho Sung-tac and th &ﬁging
North Korean People’s Armed Forces Minister, \en.
Kim Il Chol agreed to meet again in mid-Noyember,
this time in the North. Before that, defence pfficials
and operational level commanders will meet in early
October. Leaving aside the platitudes about “‘coop-
eration and durable peace” contained in the joint
statement, the document spells out the immediate
priority of the two defence forces as to “‘allow peo-
ple, vehicles and facilities to come into the demi-
litarised zone of each side” so as to enable and “start
rojects of laying railways and a road linking the
orth and the South and guarantee their security.”

This was the first-ever meeting of the Defence
inisters of the two Koreas. The task referred to in
e statement concerns the 24 km rail-cum-road link
between the two Koreas that was destroyed during
the outbreak of the Korean War 50 years back, At
their summit in Pyongyang in mid-June, the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae Jung and the North’s
leader, Mr. Kim Jong Il had agreed that this transport
link should be reopened.

On September 18, South Korea inaugurated its
part of the rebuilding of the link. The rail link, which
joins a network in the North, running up to the Chi-
nese border with North Korea would open out new
markets for South Korean goods. However, for that
to happen, the two sides must make that part of the
demilitarised zone where the link traverses, com-
pletely free of danger for construction crews, vehi-
cles and machinery. More specifically, this entails
mine clearing, removing other obstacles like barbed

The South Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung
(right), with the North Korean Defence Minister,
Mr. Kim Il Chol, in Seoul on Tuesday. — AP

wire fences, trip wires and handing over to the con-
struction authorities a newly mapped terrain. This *
task was allotted to the two armed forces. It remains ,
to be seen if the thaw between the two Koreas reac-
hes a level where both armed forces could remove
prepared demolitions at bridges and culverts.

The Defence Ministers’ statement agreed on
“opening the military demarcation line and demi-
litarised zone along the road linking the North and
the South, on the basis of the armistice agreement.”
This would appear to imply that for the two sides’
officials, surveyors and engineers to do their job
without hindrance, the local commanders at Pan-
munjom along the 38th Parallel may be empowered
to issue cross-over and return p? rather than

o~y -

this being centrally controlled.
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Dual citizenship for
« . VRIs being conside
"LONDON: Dual citizenship, a
. long-standing demand of non-res-
ident Indians (NRIs) and people
of Indian origin world over, is
under the consideration of a
newly set up high-level committee
on Indian diaspora.

Speaking to reporters, chair-
man of the committee L.N.
Singhvi said, “Dual citizenship
issue has been referred to us.” He
added that the five-member com-
mittee would submit its recom-
mendations on the issue in six to
nine months and the government
had assured the panel that it
would take prompt action. )

efence ministers agree to work )/
\

U~
SOUTH KOREA: Defenéé munisters from South
and North Korea on Tuesday ended their first-ever
talks, vowing to work for peace, but substantive mili-
tary issues failed to be broached, officials said. 2.

“Both sides agreed that easing military tension 4rjd
building a lasting and durable peace on the peninsuja
is essential,” a joint statement said.

But several issues proposed by South Korea aheqd
of the talks, including the establishment of a military
hotline, joint notification of troop movements and the
granting of observation rights fot major military exer-
cises were not discussed. -

“The south had proposed those topics at the outset
but the northern side refused to discuss such issues
this time,” said a spokesman for South Korea’s min-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Jor peace in Korean peninsula

istry of national defence. During the two-day meet-,-/\
ing on the resort island of Cheju, South Korean
defence minister Cho Seong-Tae and the North’s Kim
1I- Chol agreed to work towards a durable peace for
the divided Korean peninsula and for their next
meeting to be held in November in North Korea.

As expected, the talks focused on a plan to build a
rail and road link across the heavily fortified demili-
tarised zone (DMZ) that has separated the two coun-
tries since the 1950-53 Korean war was ended in an
armed truce. Agreement was reached to allow con-
struction personnel and equipment to move within
the DMZ and to hold a working-level meeting in
early October to discuss co-operation on such issues
as the removal of landmines. (Reversy
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YV HE U.S. Secretary
of State, Ms.
Madeleine Albright,
has just ended a

hurriedly-planned two-day
trip to Pyongyang, the
principal short term
purpose of which was to
assess if the time is ripe for
Mr. Bill Clinton to visit the
world’s most closed state.
This short term goal is
contingent on the long
term goal of getting the
North Korean regime of
Mr. Kim Jong Il to harness
its missile development
and export programme, as
well as address several
other concerns about its
previous conduct. Early
reports after Ms. Albright’s
trip speculate on two
possible dates for the U.S.
President’s visit.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright, with
the North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong Ii. (Below) the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung... winds of change.

Mr. Clinton is scheduled
to attend the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum (APEC) leaders’
meeting in Brunei. Kyodo,
Yonhap and ITAR-Tass news agencies have
cited officials to report that Mr. Clinton

i would go to North Korea before the Brunei

meeting. Ms. Albright talked with the
North’s leader for a total of six hours and
did suggest later that Mr. Kim Jong Il was
amenable to addressing several missile and
security related concerns raised with him.

“Important progress’’ had been made,
she said. “‘But much work remains to be
done,” Ms. Albright said with regard to
tying up technical details in certain areas
before they could be worked into a formal
agreement.

She said that while watching a mass
acrobatic tableau in Seoul, when a giant
screen showed the launch of Pyongyang’s
1998 launch of the Taepodong-1 missile
bearing the satellite, Mr. Kim “immediately

turned to me and quipped that this was the

first satellite launch and it would be the
last”.

It is now Mr. Clinton’s judgment call
whether he should take the step of going to

i Pyongyang, clearing the North’s name as a

state sponsor of terrorism, sign a verifiable,
missile related agreement and find the
resources and the sources to compensate
the North Korean regime.

Even before he plans his visit, Mr.
Clinton will need to be assured on many
counts that he will bring back results.

It is difficult to ignore the ‘legacy’ factor

| in Mr. Clinton’s rush to reciprocate. Ms.

Albright tried to allay fears at home and in
South Korea and Japan about the U.S.
running ahead of events. The trick is for the
U.S. to use just the right amount of its
muscle and stature to prevent the North
from dividing its adversaries.

For the North, a Clinton visit in itself
would be a huge endorsement for the Kim
Jong 1l regime and the present system. Any
military concessions or economic opening

wo\xr e

Seldom do so many factors
converge in support of an
international initiative
as with the South Korean
President’s ‘sunshine policy’ of
engagement with the North,
reports F. J. KHERGAMVALA.

that even smacks of a challenge to the
system will be non-negotiable to
Pyongyang.

On balance, North Korea perhaps fears

that the U.S. might well have a Republican
in the White House with a majority in

e sun shines on the Koreas

0

Congress, so it is better
to do a deal now,
provided it can retain a
big loophole in any
deal.

It was the North that
sent a top level special
envoy seeking the
Albright, then Clinton,
visit to Pyongyang.

Seldom do so many
factors converge in
support of an
international initiative
as with the South
Korean President, Mr.
Kim Dae- jung’s
“sunshine policy” of
engagement with the
North. After all, the
U.S." attitude towards
the North is the result
of a policy review done
by Dr. William Perry,
who in turn made the
sunshine approach the
core of his
recommendations.

In June, the two Kims met in Pyongyang.
That meeting heralded a thaw which was
one factor in Mr. Kim Dae-jung getting the
Nobel Peace prize. Last week, just before
Ms. Albright’s arrival in the North, Mr. Kim
Dae-jung hosted the Asia-Europe summit.
He used his position as the host and
conference chair, the Nobel and the inter-
Korean summit in June to get the Asia-
Europe meeting to issue a separate Seoul
Declaration supportive of his policies. A few
European nations announced they were
looking closely at establishing formal ties
with the North.

Thus, Ms. Albright’s visit came in the .
midst of and imparted a fresh momentum
to the international tide in favour of
bringing North Korea in from the cold, but
under certain strict conditions. Ms. Albright
almost spelt out them out. The priority
items are those that are the common
demands of the U.S., Japan and South
Korea. Notably, “restrain missile
development and testing”.

Next, curb export of missile technology
and parts to Iran, Pakistan, Libya and Syria.
Ms. Albright said that tied into these
discussions was “Chairman Kim'’s idea of
exchanging North Korea's restraint in
missiles for launches of North Korean
civilian-use satellites” by another party.

This does not clarify if the North would
be coaxed or coerced into a curb on
present generation missiles or will not be
permitted to develop variants.

The question of removing the North from
the U.S. State Department’s list of state
sponsors of terrorism will form part of a
bargain. Doing so will entitle the U.S. to
vote in favour of loan applications by the
North at multilateral institutions. No
announcement was made about the two
countries exchanging liaison offices.

Considering the complexity of the issues
here, hasty accords could mean incomplete
agreements full of loopholes. /
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North Koreans embraced and
wept with Southern relatives
whom they had not seen for half a
century, in an outpouring of joy
and distress televised live on
Tuesday in South Korea.

The elderly North Koreans,
who arrived from Pyongyang,
capital of the reclusive, Stalinist
North, were ushered into a giant
hall at a Seoul convention centre
where relatives were waiting.
Cries and moans filled the room.

“Mother, be calm. Your son is
here,” a 68-year-old man told his
95-year-old mother, who was so
overcome with emotion that a
nurse rushed to her side to take
her blood pressure.

“Father, father,” 52-year-old
Mr. Cho Kyong-jae cried, kneel-
ing in front of 78-year-old Mr.
Cho Yong Gwan from North Ko-
rea. “Oh, my son. 'm sorry.
You've grown up nicely,” said the
elder Mr. Cho, a state-decorated
scientist in the North who was
drafted into the Communist army
during the 1950-53 Korean War.
His wife died 34 years ago, Mr.
Cho’s son told him.

Anocther distraught man re-
peatedly bowed to his father, who
was wheelchair-bound and too
weak to respond. Men and wom-
en clutched each other, weeping
and wailing. Some stood in si-
lence, apparently stunned.

The reunions offered a window
on the pain of separation suffered
by millions of Koreans on both
sides of a sealed, militarised bor-
der that is the legacy of decades
of hostility. Family reunions are
one of the most emotional issues
that have defined the long-run-
ning stand-off between the two
Koreas, which were once devoted
to each other’s downfall but have
made great strides toward recon-
ciliation in recent months.

The North Korean visitors had
arrived in Seoul on a Russian-
made passenger jet of Air Koryo,
North Korea’s national airline, af-
ter a 50-minute flight from Pyon-
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The plane then picked up 100
South Koreans and ferried them
to similarly emotional reunions
in the North.

“I hope these reunions will not
stop as a one-time event and will
continue so that the day will
come when dispersed family
members in the two sides can go
and come freely,” the South Ko-
rean delegation chief, Mr. Chang
Chung-shik, said on arrival in
Pyongyang.

Many of the North Koreans vis-
iting Seoul were men in dark suits
wearing pins with the image of
their revered late leader, Kim-Il
Sung. Arriving in Seoul, the head
of the North Korean delegation,
Mr. Yoo Mi Young (78), said more
reunions would follow those held
this week.

The 100 North Korean relatives
were accompanied by 31 officials
and 20 journalists. At the re-
unions, one North Korean paid
tribute to Kim-1I Sung’s son and
successor, Kim Jong-11, who com-
mands a personality cult in his
totalitarian state.

“I live happily in the North un-
der the good care of great General
Kim Jong-Il. The main cause of
this tragedy is national division.
We must join hands to unify the
fatherland,” declared Mr. Chung
Chang Mo (68), a painter who
met his sister and other relatives.
The South Koreans listened in si-
lence.

A tearful Shin Jae-soon, 89, told
her 66-year-old son from North
Korea that she always prayed for
him a1 Buddhist temples.

“Thankyou, mother. You sacri-
ficed too mech,” replied Mr. Cho
Ju Kyung, a panfessor at Kim 1l
Sung University in Pyongyang.
“My heart is filled with millions
of emotions.” Rapprochement
between the Communist North
and the democratic South accel-
erated after their leaders held a
summit in June and pledged to
work toward eventual reynifica-
tion. — AP




q}\% TRAGEDY OF A DIVIDED COUNTRY%&“

THE MOVING SCENES at Seoul and Pyongyang
witnessed during the arrivals of the members of
the long-separated families scattered in the two

divided Koreas for nearly half a century should

bring about more than just a one-time reunion.
Had it not been for the Second World War, Korea
would have remained united instead of being torn
apart with its people being hurled away from their
near and dear ones on either side of the 38th
Parallel with little hope of their coming together
again. With elderly parents well past eighty hav-
ing no idea for over fifty years of what had hap-
pened to their sons and daughters who are now in
their sixties, there is no reason why such a tragic
state of affairs should continue. The optimism
aroused recently in the two Koreas after the meet-
ing of the leaders of the divided country should
bring about the much longed for reunification for
ending an agony inflicted on their people.

Korea has had a very raw deal starting with
the Japanese occupation of it before the Second
World War. Hopes of its getting liberated at the
end of the war brought about by the U.S. nuclear
bombing of Japan in 1945 faded fast when the
Soviet Union moved in quickly to occupy its
northern half while the U.S. acted just as prompt-
ly to occupy South Korea. While a Communist
regime took over in the northern half of the is-
land, the U.S.-backed Syngman Rhee imposed his
dictatorship on South Korea. Prospects of the two
Koreas settling down to their own ways of life
turned out to be a mirage in 1950 with the over-
running of the southern borders by the North Ko-
rean troops. The U.S. immediately plunged into
action by seeking U.N. approval for its interven-
tion to end the invasion. It turned out to be a war
of attrition mainly because of Washington'’s refus-
al to halt its U.N.-backed troops at the 38th Paral-
lel and their advancing right up to River Yalu. This
provoked China’s intervention and the war
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dragged on till an armistice was signed by the U.S.
and the Soviet Union on behalf of the two Koreas
in July 1953. India played a major role in the Neu-
tral Nations’ Repatriation Commission entrusted
with the return of the prisoners of war. '\")/

While the Korean War ended nearly half a
century ago, the agony of the Koreans living in
their divided country remains. The same kind of
tragedy which the divided families of the two Ger-
manys had to endure for nearly half a century
after the Second World War ended happily with
the collapse of the Communist regime of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic nearly a decade ago.
The televised scenes of East Germans in an eu-
phoric rush towards their West German families
and friends after the historic bringing down of the
Berlin Wall will stay fresh in the minds of those
who had seen them. If Germany could become
re-united only after the collapse of the Communi-
st regime in the GDR, there need not be such a
pre-condition for the reunification of the still di-
vided Koreas. History has not taken the same
course in Asia as it did in Eastern Europe but
there is no reason why it should come in the way
of the reunification of the two Koreas. The eclipse
of Communism in the erstwhile Soviet Union
ended the rift in Europe into its Western and East-
ern halves. But China and North Korea still re-
main Communist. The headlong rush of
European and U.S. multinationais for invest-
ments in China which is becoming a big econom-
ic presence is fast blurring its differences from the
free market countries. If their economies which
were long supposed to belong to two different
systems no longer divide them, there could be
nothing to divide their people. While the political
reunification of the two Koreas may take time,
their Governments should have no objection to
the free movement and migration of the Koreans
from either side of the 38th Parallel.
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TOKYO, AUG. 20. A North Korean
delegation arrives in Tokyo to re-
sume normalisation talks with Ja-
pan. This will be the 11th round of
such talks, but the first since the
North-South summitry set out to
stabilise their own relationship.

Pyongyang now has a better ap-
preciation of the enormous costs
involved in creating the infras-
tructure to attract foreign invest-
ment to develop its economy.
Consequently, Japan, as the only
country that has the money to
provide the two Koreas, has a
much better idea of how much
muscle it can politically deploy to
exact its terms on the peninsula.
The North-South railway, whose
restoration will cost at least $ 50
millions, is an example.

Like previous rounds, no major
breakthrough is expected but Ja-
pan will be quite satisfied if it
ends with a scheduling of the next
round. The Yoshiro Mori Govern-
ment’s immediate purpose is to
keep the ball in play, while resist-
ing Pyongyang’s demands. It is
even attempting to have a joint
statement after this round.

Over the past week, Japan and
North Korea were jockeying for
advantage by reiterating old de-
mands that are on the table. Ja-
pan wants to know more about
what it says are at least 10 Japa-
nese “abducted” by North Ko-
rean agents in the 1970’s and
1980’s. North Korea describes
these demands as unreasonable.
Japan also wants greater trans-
parency on the North’s missile
programme. This is an issue
where the North prefers to bar-
gain only with the U.S., and with
political uncertainty in Washing-
ton, the Kim Jong 1l regime is in
no hurry to be transparent.

The North Korean leader, Mr
Kim Jong 1], has been firm in de-
manding reparations from Japan
for the 36-year-old colonial re-
gime. As the talks in Japan draw
close, Pyongyang has been even
more vocal on this score. “T will
never establish friendly ties with
Japan at the sacrifice of our
pride,” he said.

The Mori Government does not
want to address this issue at this
stage. Every analyst expects that
reparations will be paid in some
form. The North will have to de-
cide between two approaches.
The South Koreans got direct rep-
arations when they normalised
ties with Japan over 30 years ago.

Alternatively, the Chinese for.
could be employed by Pypn-
gyang. This entails = forsaking
“reparations’’ but demanding ex-
tremely heavy amounts of soft
yen loans as a form of compensa-
tion in perpetuity. In any case,
until Japan has a fuller idea of
how its own industry can benefit
from tied aid, it considers talk
about reparations as premature.

Nonetheless, not willing to ap-
pear hostile as well as to create a
receptive public opinion at home,
in April the Japanese lifted all
sanctions imposed in August 1998
after the Taepodong missile :test.
Less than a fortnight ago, a Japa-
nese Governinent mission returs-
ed from the North to certify that
wide- ranging inspection had
shown that 80,000 tonnes of rice
shipped to the North so far had
been distributed to all sections of
the people, not just the military.
Quite soon, Japan hopes to allow
the return of some Japanese
spouses of Koreans in Pyongyang.

Last month, in a breakthrough
in Bangkok, the Japanese Foreign
Minister, Mr Yohei Kono, met his
counterpart, Mr Paek Nam-sun.
The two are trying to arrange a
meeting for Mr Mori with a high-
level North Korean. Japan is also
looking favourably on the North's
suggestion to grant legitimate ci-
tizenship to North Koreans in Ja-
pan.

Japan, which has been kept out
of security-related developments
on the peninsula, such as the
“four-way’’ talks, now feels com-
fortable that with North Korea
talking to everybody, Japanese
money power can be a useful tool
to employ to influence the future
of the peninsula. It, therefore,
caved in to pressure from the en-
tire region in accepting Pyon-
gyang's admission to the Asean
Regional Forum.

In fact, resisting Pyongyang's
diplomatic offensive would have
isolated Japan. Japan has stead-
fastly refused to accept North Ko-
rea’s admission to the Asian
Development Bank, even as an
observer.

Pyongyang applied in 1997 to
join the ADB, but the U.S. and Ja-
pan have denied it entry. Not only
is Japan the predominant player
at the ADB, but keeping Pyon-
gyang away from tapping the re-
sources of the ADB also means
forcing North Korea's depend-
ence on bilateral sources of assist-
ance, which Japan is best
equipped to provide.
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TAIPEI, Aug. 28. — Taiwan
President Chen Shui-bian of
the pro-independence ruling
party today held out an olive
branch to arch-rival Beijing

REUTERS

leaving open the possibility of

eventual reunion with China.

Analysts saw Mr Chen’s
statement as an attempt to
accommodate Beijing, which
has threatened to attack if
Taiwan declared statehood.
But the President risks alien-
ating his most ardent support-
ers who demand nothing short
of statehood.

Mr Chen, who returned last
week from his first overseas
visit, said he was not preju-
diced on the explosive issue of
whether the island should
reunify with its giant commu-
nist neighbour.

“We don’t have a predeter-
mined stance, but we also can-
not have a predetermined con-
clusion,” Mr Chen said, refer-
ring to whether Taiwan should
reunify with or declare inde-
pendence from China.

“Any option is a possibility,
but it must respect the free will
and the final choice and deci-
sion of Taiwan’s 23 million peo-
ple,” he told a news conference.

Tensions between Taiwan and

President Chen Shui-hian

China have eased somewhat
since Mr Chen, from the pro-
independence Democratic
Progressive Party, swept to
power in presidential elections
in March, ending more than
five decades of nationalist rule.

Mr Chen, who took office in
May in the island’s first ever
democratic transfer of power,
has offered China soothing
words.

But ties reflect an uneasy
stalemate because he has
refused to bow to Beijing’s
demand that he unequivocally
embrace its cherished One
China principle.

Beijing considers Taiwan a
breakaway province and has
also threatened invasion if the

island dragged its feet on
reunion. ‘

Mr Chen said Taiwan is a
democracy and needs to build a
broadly based consensus on
whether to reunify with China,
the world’s most populous
nation with 1.3 billion people.

“No country, government,
political party or individual can
presumptuously help Taiwan’s
23 million people make a uni-
lateral decision,” he said.

But, the President side-
stepped the thorny issue of
whether he would assume the
chairmanship of the National
Unification Council, the previ-
ous administration’s top advi-
sory body on reunification.

The nationalists espouse
reunification with a democratic
China and set up the council in
1990.

To skirt controversy sur-
rounding the council, Mr Chen
set up a 25-member “supra-
party” task force earlier this
month to create a consensus on
how to deal with China.
Malaysia offer: Malaysian
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad has said that his
country is willing to play a pos-
itive role in the resumption of
China-Taiwan talks and
offered Kuala Lumpur as a
venue.

-




TAIWAN IS NOT CHINA
N % But try telling China that! QP(\&O

) ELATIONS between Taiwan and China are still stuck in

the One\China groove, which former President Lee Teng-
hui accepted T 1992 on the understanding that neither would
try to interpret it unilaterally. The recent summit between the
two Korean Presidents was seen by some, including President
Chen Shui-bian, to provide a model on how talks on Sino-
Taiwanese reunification could proceed. But the model doesn't
hold across the Taiwan Strait, except for the superficial

resemblance between two communist countries trying to come
to an arrangement with an estranged capitalist “brother”, or

vice versa. The nature of hostility between Taiwan and China
is no longer ideological, although the political system is cer-
tainly a central issue. It must be emphasised that the issue
now is simply one of nationhood: is there or is there not a sin-
gle Chinese nation on the mainland and in Taiwan? The
answer in Taiwan would probably be no, but even Chen, elect-
ed on a pro-independence ticket, would not be willing to go
that far in public, because the rules of the game are written in
such a way that the man making the first move loses. A uni-
lateral declaration would probably bring about the suspension
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which guarantees US protection
in case of a Chinese attack, but does not support a bid for
independence — Clinten has already said no to two Chinas.

Taiwan would have to fight the Chinese on its own.

So Chen is more or less in the same position as his predeces-
sor Lee. In other words, he is asking for parity of status in any
dialogue and a way to avoid accepting Beijing’s sovereignty.
Zhu Rongji, the Chinese prime minister, said that Chen could
be offered the number two position in his government in case
reunification came through, but that hardly addresses the
wider problem of how much say Beijing can have in matters

' pertaining to the island. Again, if one asked the Taiwanese,

they would say none. Chen’s idea of a confederation, in which
both sides — that is, Taiwan — retain effective and complete
independence of action over their respective territories, while
coordinating with each other in certain limited areas, was put
forward in recognition of this local sentiment. That this is not
a saleable proposition in Beijing is seen in the official reaction
to the visit by Lee to Great Britain recently — cancellation of
ministerial-level contacts, no official meetings and possible
retaliation against British trade. For a country which is a
major investor-on the mainland and a significant player in

global trade to be told that it cannot have independent con-
-tacts with the outside world is preposterous. '
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OW that the novelty and

euphoria of the remarkable

Korean summit — the

three days that shook Asia
— have faded, the world is left
scratching its head and wondering
what it all adds up to. Has one of the
world’s most dangerous flashpoints
suddenly been defused? Have the
tectonic plates of the East Asian
strategic equation begun to shift?
The short answer is everything has
changed, yet nothing has changed.
However symbolic, the first such
summit in half a century was,
indeed, a historic achievement, per-
haps the beginning of a protracted
end-game in Korea. It offered new
hopes of peace and national reconcili-
ation. To see the world’s most myste-
rious political figure prove to be a not
particularly unusual fellow, though
one with an impressive sense of
political theatre, certainly made fools
of most Western analysts who for
years have portrayed Kim Jong Il as
either a bizarre wacko or a buffoon.
Not to mention all the bright lights
at the highest reaches of the Clinton
Administration who quietly argued
his regime was about to collapse.
. And for political courage and
strength of character, South Korean
President Kim Dae Jung has certain-
ly earned his place in history — and
a good shot at the Nobel Peace Prize.
Yet all the smiles, embraces and
pledges notwithstanding, five dec-
ades of Cold War ice have hardly
melted overnight. Nor has the “big
question” been answered; is Kim
Jong I's radical shift one of style and
tactics or is it strategic — is North
Korea really changing?
The North Korean divisions,
artillery and Scuds are still deployed
near the Demilitarised Zone. It still
has its chemical weapons.
Pyongyang is still working on its
third generation of ballistic missiles
and, in all likelihood, a covert
nuclear weapons programme. Nor
are there new signs that Pyongyang
is suddenly opening up or adopting
radical economic reforms as China
did two decades ago. ‘
Indeed, all too familiar North
Korean rhetoric and gamesmanship
are still in evidence in the summit’s
aftermath. One day after the USA
recycled its unimplemented decision
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For all the smiles, embraces and pledges, the ice of five
decades of Cold War between the two Koreas has hardly
melted overnight, writes ROBERT A MANNING. Nor has the ‘big

question’ been answered: is North Korea really changing?

verything has changed,
9!!1ing has changed

N

The summit between the two Koreas is a historic achievement, perhaps the beginning of a protracted end-game in the peninsula

of last September to lift most sanc-
tions, Pyongyang Radio rebroadcast
a 1999 Kim Jong II speech warning
against “economic reforms and mar-
ket openings that would certainly
lead to our destruction”. This was fol-
lowed by another broadcast chastis-
ing the USA for its “hostility” and al-
leged war preparations.

The “same-old, same-old”, contrasts
sharply with the warm and fuzzy
mood in both Seoul and Wash-ington
DC with Kim Jong II's summit per-
formance and the “oin hands” sum-
mit declaration.

The full scope of Pyongyang’s game-
plan will only be revealed over time.
But, clearly, he has embarked on an
uncharacteristically subtle game of

multi-pronged diplomacy designed to
prop up his regime and failing econo-
my.

Moving the centre of gravity of
Korean diplomacy from a US-North
Korea framework to a North-South

" venue is more likely to produce bene-

fits for Pyongyang. It may also
increase leverage with the USA as
the North expands ties around the
world or at least insulate Pyongyang
from pressure if a less accommodat-

ing administration takes office after

November’s US presidential elec-
tions.

Above all, this new diplomacy
reflects a not-so-hidden agenda on
both._sides. For all references to

unification, a mutual gual of any new

detente is (for the foreseeable {:‘uture)

precisely the opposite: achieve recon-
ciliation to reinforce both Korean
states, each reconciled to the other.

Reviving its economy is the key to
North Korea’s medium- to long-term
viability. Behind President Kim Dae

- Jung’s talk of peaceful coexistence is

the fear of a North Korean collapse
the South can ill afford. '

In short, Kim Jong Il wants his
regime to survive and the South
wants to avoid the many costs of
absorbing the North and buy time
for a gradual “softlanding”. Mr Kim’s
new “outward” strategy may create
an environment allowing him to pur-
sue, step by step, limited economic
reforms essential to maintaining sta-
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bility. ,
One important ‘ndicator of any seri-

ous economic opening will be the suc- -

cess of negotiations with Hyundai to
build a huge industrial park at
Haeju, near the western port of
Nampo. If realised, the project would
employ 40,000 North Koreans and
require Pyongyang to cede control to
Hyundai'— as well as expose its
workers to contact with the South.
-But no deal has been signed. In fact,
one troubling consequence of the
summit is an unwarranted sense of
relief in South Korea. Recent polls
suggest 90 per cent of South Koreans
now have a positive image of North
Korea and 53 per cent thought con-
flict was a remote possibility.
Just why do they think Pyongyang
has 600,000 troops and 11,000 artil-
lery tubes within 60 miles of the De-
militarised Zone? The danger is that
_such giddiness may let down the

| " guard of the Korean public and allow

- Kim Jong I1 to exploit the situation.
Washington and Seoul face some
tough defence decisions. In the light
of the new situation, do they cancel
the Team Spirit and Foal Eagle mili-
tary exercises?And what about South
Korea’s military modernisation
efforts? Should its missile develop-
ment and weapons acquisition be put
on hold? Still more troubling is loose
talk about the future of the US-ROK
Alliance and US military presence in
Korea.
These questions underscore the
urgency of testing Kim Jong Il’s

intentions. If he is serious about -

reducing tensions and increasing
cooperation, it requires more than
nice words at a summit. More even
than allowing divided families to
reunite — though that is an impor-
tant measure of sincerity as well. It
requires reducing the military
threat.

Kim Dae Jung has suggested major

economic projects in the North: rail-
ways, roads, communications net-
works and energy grids. Moving
North Korean forces back from the
Demilitarised Zone — or, better yet,
mutual conventional force reductions
— should be the price of major assi&-
tance.

For South Koreans, this is perhaps -

more threatening than missiles and

nuclear warheads, and no less

important. Moreover, if the words of

‘the Joint Declaration signed on 15

June about building trust are seri-
ous, conventional force reductions
would be a dramatic indicator of
intentions.

It would be unwise to proceed with
largescale economic (at least for the
foreseeable future) aid and invest-
ment in the North without such reci-
procity. But such progress on the
core issue of North-South reconcilia-
tion would open up the prospect of
resolving the missile and nuclear
warhead questions which are the
symptoms of the problem, while
North-South division is the root
cause.Only then would it be. time to
rethink the US military presence in
Korea. 5

Not necessarily to withdraw, but to
restructure. At the end of the day,
resolving the Korea question, like
East Asia’s other flashpoint, the
China-Taiwan issue, will redraw the
Asia-Pacific geopolitical landscape
with profound challenges to the
future of the US military presence in
the region.

But don’t hold your breath. It’s like-
ly to happen slowly, like watching
grass grow. ‘

— The Straits Times!Asia News
Network.

(The author, a US state department
policy adviser 1989-93, is Senior
Fellow and director of Asian Studies
at the Council on Foreign Relations.)
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JKssia may keep
" US fleet out of !
~ Taiwan Strait

THE STRAITS TIMES Vel
ASIA NEWS NETWORK O 1 ¢?
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TAIPEL July 10. — RAb
will deploy its Pacific fleet'to
keep the US Seventh Fleet out
of the Taiwan Strait should
worsening cross-strait ties lead
to US military intervention,
Taiwanese reports said.

President Vladimir Putin
issued special instructions for
the military to be prepared for
this line of action in the event
that China-Taiwan tension
deteriorated to a point where
the US decided to interven
militarily.

When that happens, Russia’
Pacific fleet will also step in t
keep the US military force ot
of the region, Taiwan’s medi
quoted a Central News Agen
report as having said.

In 1996, when China tes}]-
fired missiles and staged navhl
war games near Taiwan, the
USA deployed parts of the
Seventh Fleet in the Taiw

Strait. o ya
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HE first formal meeting
/..~ of the foreign ministers
of 13 East Asian coun-
tries will be responsible for
implementing the “Joint
Statement on East Asia
Cooperation,” issued by east
Asian leaders at their third
meeting in Manila last
November.
Slowly but steadily, East
Asia has been coming togeth-
er. Exports from South-east
Asian nations to North-east
Asia, for example, increased
by a remarkable 30 per cent
in 1997 and accounted for 24
per cent of Asean’s total
exports that year. North-east
Asia’s share of Asean exports
surpassed that of the USA, at
20 per cent, and of the
European Union, at 15 per
#cent.
This trend was interrupted
by the financial crisis, but
with the economic recovery of
East Asia, it promises to
resume with renewed vigour.
A large proportion of this
bustling East Asian trade is
carried out between units of
conglomerates in different
‘parts of the region. Trade
within the region is, therefore,
closely linked with intra-
regional investment.
As a proportion of the total
East Asian trade, intra-
regional trade has risen from

No regional fortress

The region is opening up to the world. The USA and Europe remain
leading trading and economic partners of East Asian countries, each of
which is a member of the WTO or is aspiring to become one,

gﬂf}\_ U

33 per cent in 1380 to 40 per
cent in 1990 and Yo about 50
per cent in 1998.

The synergies of trade and
investment intensify, as each
group of East Asian countries
moves up the development
ladder — first, Japan and
South Korea, then, at differ-
ent paces, the first six Asean
members and China, and
finally Asean’s newer mem-
bers.

Historically, investments
from more developed coun-
tries and their markets have
nourished the growth of less
developed countries and
helped pull them up the lad-
der. The process involves not
only markets and capital but
also services, technology
transfer and the development
of human skiils. Unless some-
thing happens to break it up,
the continuation of this
process can hold great poten-
tial for further economic inte-
gration in East Asia.

Until recently, the region’s
economic convergence had
been driven by the trade and
investment deci-

sions and

impulses
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says RUDOLFO SEVERINO

corporations. For the most
part, it received little con-
scious guidance or support
from governments outside the

‘economic sphere. But in the .

past few years, governments
have taken deliberate steps to
nurture East Asia’s conver-
gence.
A recognition of the geo-
graphical and emerging eco-
nomic realities has made
Asean’s talks with China,
Japan and South Korea
among the most active of its
10 dialogue partners.
As part of talks, efforts have
intensified to promote cultural
exchanges between Asean and
each of the North-east Asian
countries. Beyond the Asean
dialogue system, an East
Asian forum is developing
among the 13 countries of the
region.
Since 1997, leaders of China,
Japan and the two Koreas
have met Asean leaders at
summits both as a group and
individually. Seven of the 10
South-east Asian nations and
the three North-east Asian
countries make up the

o Asian contingent to

the Asia-Europe
Meeting. They
have had many
opportunities
to interact
in this con-
text. From
this year,
North
Korea will
participate
in the
A s ean
Regional
Forum, which
promotes
political and
security dia-
logue and
cooperation in

the region.
«3t what has
" been called the
Asean-
plus-

Y

three and Asean-plus-one sum-
mits, East Asian leaders have
had a chance to discuss a wide
range of issues pertaining to
regional security, such as the .
South China Sea.

They have discussed the chal- |
lenges of globalisation, the
competitiveness of Asean in
the global economy, the
promise of information technol-
ogy, and cooperation on social
safety nets.

The finance ministers of the
13 countries met in Manila in
April 1999 and in Chiang Mai
in May; their deputies have
been meeting with increasing
frequency.In Chiang Mai, the
ministers took an initiative to
collectively monitor capital
flows and set up a mechanism
for making available to one
another financial resources to
deal with financial emergen-
cies. They developed Asia’s
thinking on reforming the
international financial archi-
tecture.

The trade and industry mih:
isters of Asean and thei
North-east Asian counter-
parts also met in May, in
Yangon, and identified nine
sectors for promoting closer
economic cooperation.

At South Korean President
Kim Dae-jung’s suggestion, an
East Asian Vision Group of
eminent intellectuals from the
region is exploring ways to
further consolidating East
Asian cooperation. They are
expected to submit their rec-
ommendations to East Asian
leaders in November.

The force of logic is behind
East Asia’s integration — a
region of at least 1.8 billion
people or about one-third of
the world’s population.

The immutable reality of
geography, leaved by history
and culture, underpins the
strengthening of bonds among
East Asian countries. But
East Asia is no regional
fortress. i
Each of the countries of the
region is opening up to the
world. The USA and Europe
remain leading trading and
economic partners of East
Asian countries, each of which

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung: Brain
behind East Asian Vision Group. — AP/PT)
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- vice-premier
\* resigns
Sl CSIE

TAIPEL July 25. — Taiwan’s
vice prekier today resigned
over 2 bo¥ched rescue mission
that has'embarrassed the
island’s new government and
prompted the popular premier
to offer to also step down. -

Yu Shyi-kun, who also heads

2 rescue operation task force in -

the cabinet, “has assumed a]]
responsibility” for the govern-
ment’s failure to rescue four
workers trapped in a weekend

flash flood, said a government-

statement.

Tang Fei, Taiwan’s number-.

three leader, told reporters he
had accepted President Chen
Shui-bian’s request for him to
stay on his job at least until
“the political situation stabilis-
es.” :

Tang offered to resign yester-
day. :

Tang did not elaborate.
Today’s newspapers hinted
Tang was referring to the con-
tinued bickering between his
cabinet and members of the
legislature.

Tang was using the weekend

fiasco as-an excuse to resign,

the newspapers said.

Taiwan was riveted over the
weekend by TV coverage of the
four construction workers in
their gray shirts and straw
hats gripping each other tight-
ly as they stood knee-deep in
the rushing waters on
Saturday.

Rescue workers tried in vain
to throw them a rope and
pull them out of the Pachang
; river in central Chiayi county,
and helicopters arrived too late
to help.

Two bodies have been found,
" and scuba divers today
searched for the other two.

Tang sdid the national police
chief, two defence ministry
generals and 11 other officials
would be either demoted or
officially reprimanded for the
rescue mission,
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/A meeting of the

HE SPARKS and fumes of

North Korea's suspected

ballistic  missile pro-

: gramme have troubled
Washington in its latest mood of
determinism in regard te its ‘cre-
ative’ blueprint of space-oriented
forays for a presumptively invin-
cible military supremacy as the
world’s only superpower. For
Pyongyang and its solitary helms-
man, Mr. Kim Jong 11, there can at
the same time be no question of
an equal competition with the
U.S., least of all in the rarefied
. sphere of outer space-oriented

+ military defences.

However, an emerging but con-
troversial truism in international
geopolitics is that outer space will
be mankind’s new frontier. A new
race for progress will occur
among the countries which can
master the science of exploring
outer space. This'is likened to the
manner in h a competitive
imperialismyjj#fas spawned, not
long ago, by the race among
states that-had mastered naviga,
tion of the high seas.

Even a faint suggestion about
the applicability of such theories
may seem esoteric in the context
of an impoverished Pyongyang
and an economic powerhouse
like Washington, given also the

140 \}
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The historic handshake of the two Korean

leaders last month was desi

ed to ease the

isolation of the northern part of their divided

pensinsula, writes P. S. SUR

ARAYANA.

current efforts of the U.S. to con-
tain North Korea as also Iran and
Iraq, among others, classified as
“rogue states” or “countries of
concern”’. Nonetheless, there is
litle dispute in the current de-
bates on international relations
about North Korea's policy option
of looking to outer space for en-
hancing its military prowess if not
its economic survivability. The in-
tensity of Pyongyang’s mood on
this score has been relayed to the
outside world by the Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, af-
ter his latest meeting with Mr.
Kim. In this limited sense, the
message conveyed to the interna-
tional community by the South
Korean President, Mr. Kim Dae
Jung, after his momentous sum-
mit with his North Korean coun-
terpart some time ago, was
different. ‘

The two Korean leaders, whose
historic handshake last month
had been designed to ease the

THE H.
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isolation of the northern part of
their divided peninsula, were just
beginning an unpredictable proc-
ess of bilateral engagement, the
eventual goal being unification.
Understandably, therefore, M.
Kim of the south, once pilloried in
his own country for having dared
to dream of an entente with Pyon-
gyang, relayed a message that the
two entities, regarded as the orga-
nic products of the Cold War
mindset, could now begin to ex-
plore the prospects for a common
destiny. Given the less-than-uto-
pian goal, the South Korean lead-
er was preoccupied with the big
picture of ultimate possibilities in
bilateral rapprochement.

The summit of the two Kims
was aimed at creating a political
environment conducive to a grad-
ual drawing up of a road map for a
pan-Korean political existence in
a form not yet even dreamed of.
However, it raised questions
whether the southern Mr. Kim's

1M

s

oles

“sunshine policy” had illuminat-
ed the dark spots, of half-a-centu-
1y of hostility, behind the bamboo
curtain as the northern Mr. Kim
opened it briefly to welcome his
guest.

In contrast, what is in focus
now is a military route map for
North Korea as an exclusive entity
with a future not reckoned to be
near a quick end. Mr. Putin trav-
elled to Pyongyang hardly a week
ago after making common cause,
in Beijing, with his Chinese coun-
terpart, Mr. Jiang Zemin, in op-
posing the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton’s plans for a National
Missile Defence shield to protect
his country from supposedly way-
ward states such as North Korea
besides terrorists. Both Russia
and China agreed that Mr. Clin-
ton’s starry-eyed vision was an
antithesis of the U.S.-Soviet Anti-
Ballistic Missiles Treaty and that a
political solution, not a danger-
ously militarist one, was needed
to ensure global security,

It was in that context that Mr.
Putin in Pyongyang quizzed Mr.
Kim on the nature and scope of
his own plans for long-range bal-
listic missiles as a security um-
brella. Mr. Kim replied that he
would cheerfully abandon his
plans if North Korea could receive
credible external assistance for
the exploration of outer space for
its own economic development.
Without being dismissive of this
argument, Mr. Putin not only
made it public but also conveyed
the message to the leaders of the
major industrialised nations at
the Group of Eight summit in Oki-
nawa, Japan, shortly thereafter.

Predictably, Mr. Clinton and
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr.
William Cohen, expressed bewil-
derment over the offer, while Ja-
pan, the country most directly
concerned over Pyongyang’s sus-
pected militarist programmes, re-

mained unimpressed. Pyongyang -

bad, prior to the summit of the
two Kims, managed to convince
the Association of South East
Asian Nations about its creden-
tials for joining the ASEAN Re-
gional Forum — a half-way house
between a serious debating socie-
ty on security issues and an entity
with a collective will.

At a different but related level,
the U.S. itself has been ‘engaging’
Pyongyang in various ways to
evaluate and snuff out its suspect-
ed potential for making weapons
of mass destruction and transfer-
ring missile technology to coun-
tries such as Pakistan. Mr. Putin’s
own input of an ‘engagement’
with North Korea has, therefore,
complicated, not clarified, the
misty missile issue. North Korea
has simply celebrated its new re-
gional presence with a smart
move for a global audience.




%,;?ﬂ“ Koreas near pact

SEOUL, JULY 30. Landmark talks to-
day saw senior officials from the
two Koreas come close to an
agreement to reopen liaison offic-
es in the truce village of Panmun-
jom, a move that would reduce
tensions on the long-divided pen-
insula.

South Korea’s Vice-Minister for
Culture and Tourism, Mr. Kim
Soon-kyu, told reporters at the
close of the meeting that the two
sides planned to announce a joint
agreement tomorrow morning.

“We have decided to announce
what we have agreed upon to-
morrow morning after fine-tu-
ning some practical points,” he
said.

“In the meeting, we realised
our positions were not much dif-
ferent,” he said without elaborat-
ing.

Mr. Kim said the 40-minute ses-

sion which ended at 7 p.m. hid
been “sincere, hopeful and pr§-
ductive.” Earlier, Mr. Kim said th
two sides were nearing a pact o
reopening liaison offices at Pan-
munjom.

Panmunjom is the only cross-
ing point along the heavily forti-
fied demilitarised zone that
sealed the division of the Korean
peninsula after the 1950-53 Ko-
rean war ended in an armed
truce.

North and South Korea first set
up liaison offices in 1992 during a
rare blossoming of goodwill after
the Prime Ministers of the two
sides signed a treaty that included
a non- aggression agreement.

But Pyongyang abandoned its
office as relations worsened once
more after a North Korean sub-
marine landed 26 agents on a
South Korean beach. — Reuters
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FROM JEAN YOON ( \'g

Seoul, July 30 (Reuters): Land-
mark talks today saw senior offi-
cials from the two Koreas come
close to an agreement to reopen li-
aison offices in the truce village of
Panmunjom, a move that would
reduce tensions on the long-divid-
ed peninsula.

South Korea’s vice-minister
for culture and tourism Kim Soon-
kyu told reporters at the close of
the meeting that the two sides
plan to announce a joint agree-
mé&nt on Monday morhing.

“We have decided to announce
what we have agreed upon tomor-
row morning after fine-tuning
some practical points,” he said.
“In the meeting, we realised
our positions were not much
different,” he said without
elaborating.

" Kim said the 40-minute session
had been “sincere, hopeful and
productive”. Earlier, Kim said the
two sides were nearing a pact on
reopening liaison offices.

' Panmunjom is the only cross-
ing point along the heavily forti-
fied Demilitarised Zone that se-
aled the division of the Korean pe-
ninsula after the 1950-53 Korean
War ended in an armed truce.

North and South Korea first
set up liaison offices in 1992 dur-
ing a rare blossoming of goodwill
after the prime ministers of the
two sides signed a treaty that in-
cluded a non-aggression clause.

But Pyongyang abandoned its

office asre auons worsened onc
more after a North Korean subma-
rine landed 26 agents on a South
Korean beach.

Kim said the two sides, in the
first inter-governmental talks be-
tween them in Seoul for more than
eight years, began a 90-minute
morning session with speeches
setting out possible guidelines to
implement a communique agreed
by their leaders in Pyongyang
last month.

The South’s team includes
vice-ministers for finance and to-
urism and is led by unification mi-
nister Park Jae-kyu. Pyongyang’s
delegation is under senior Cabi-
net counsellor Jon Kum-jin.

Kim also said the two sides
were nearing an agreement on
jointly celebrating the August 15
Liberation Day, a day when both
countries mark the liberation of
Korea from Japanese occupation.
That week also coincides with the
August 15-19 planned reunions of
North and South Korean families
separated since the war

~
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N Korea, ]apan begin

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PYONGYANG (North Korea), April 4. -\
Officials from North Korea and Japan today
expressed confidence that they will be able to
bridge differences in their first talks in eight
years on establishing diplomatic relations.

Mr Kojiro Takano, Japan’s chief negotiator and
Mr Jong Thae-Kwa, his North Korean counter-
part, exchanged remarks at a banquet held at
the foreign ministry guest house about 18 miles
north of Pyongyang.

“We must strive hard to build trust and work
towards establishing diplomatic ties,” said Mr
Jong. “Nothing is impossible.”

Mr Takano also expressed Japan’s “eagerness”
to build closer ties and lavished praise on his
counterpart.

Tokyo hopes that engaging the North in negoti-
ations on diplomatic ties will help draw the
Stalinist state out of its isolation and boost sta-

talks

bility in Asia. Pyongyang n%% elp from richer
industrialized countries to feed itk impoverished
people and modernize decaying infrastructure. It
is also demanding compensation and an apology
for suffering caused by Japan during its 1910-
1945 colonial rule over Korea.

Swift progress, however, is not to be expected
soon. Mr Takano told the Japanese media days
before the beginning of the negotiations that
bridging differences will probably take a long
time. A second round of negotiations is to be held
in Tokyo and a third in Beijing or another coun-
try.
Mr Takano said the political turmoil in Japan
caused by PrimeMinister Keizo Obuchi’s stroke
would have no impact on the talks. Japan and
North Korea agreed to reopen normalization
talks after a December visit to the North by a
Japanese delegation led by former Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama.
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