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CHILE / CH/RGES MAY FALL UN

.Pinoé\et’s lawyers appeal indictment

SANVIAGO (CHILE), DEC. 3. [ a VELS for Gen, Ay-
gusta Pinochet gn Saturday appealed his in-
dictment on  homicide apd kKidnapping
charges, claiming the tortner dictatar has been
“sublject 10 irregular and arbiltar, acrs.”

n the appeal filod ar the Santiago Cour of
Appeals, the lawyers argued tlar ludge Juan
Luaman indicted Gen. Pinachet withow even
questioning him first,

“Gen. Pinochet has been denicd the righe
state bis case,” said M. Fermando Barras, o
top member of Pingcher’s Tegal tpam.

Friday's indierment, which angered Gen. py-
nochet’s fallowers and delighted his foes,
came as a surprise, becayse Justice Guzman
himself had ordered Gen. Pinochet w undergn
mental tests 1o determine whether he was i
to stand trial. The tests have noy yei bogun.

tustice Guzman charged Gen. Pinocher in
canaection witl the ‘Caravan of Death,” tae of
the mast notorious cases af hursan rights vig-
lations during his 14739¢ refgn.

The caravan was a miiitary party thai killed
V3 pdlitical prisoners in various cities shordy
after Gen. Pinocher led g 1973 coup that oust-
ed sovialist Prasident Salvador Allende.

lustice Gueman  fited homicide charges
against Gen. Pinochet for 55 of the viciims
whose hadies have been accourtted for, and
kidorapping charges for 18 others whao remain
missing.

Plaintiffs, buman fights activists and rela-
tives of the victims claim ihe members of 1he
caravan acted on orders from G Pinachet.

Justice Guzman atsa ardered the 8h-vear-
old Pinactier placed under hause arrest. g
measure that can be implemuented eitly after
Gen, Pinoches has been farmally notilied of

his indictment. Thay s expected (o hy
Muonday or Tuesdsy,

ten. Pinochet remained on Saturdhy at his
heavilv guarded countrvside residence in Los
Boldas, 120 km southwes of Santiagn.

the Genetad foces 187 eriminal copplaine
slermming from human rights abusgs during
his long teige. lastice Guzman jask Auglist
succeeded in baving him stripped of his con-

penon

gressional immunity paving the way for the
indictment he issued an Friday.

The indictisent adds ta a series of legal set-
backs for Gen. Pinachel since his arrest in Qe-
tober. 1998 in London, He was released in
March on health grounds and retumed 1o
Chile. He suffers from dinhetes, b a pace-
maker and has heen hi by h‘lry)‘\(ﬂd"su-ukm

in the last two years, — ap



“Fox plans to win over|
w*Zapatista rebels

; DAXACA (MEXICO). DEC. 3. On his
Tirst full day as Mexica's Presi-
dent, Mr. Vincente Fox, scured a
major poltical victory on Satur-
day, bringing to the negotiating
tahle a hand of rebels who had
frustrated his predecessar for six
FEArs.

As Mro Fox roured Mexico in a
victory tap after defeating the par-
ty that has ruled the counuy for
71 vears, word came from the
sauthern jungle that the elusive
ski-masked leader of the Zapatis-
1a rebels, Subcomandante Mar-
cos, would restart peace talks with
the Government. The rebels had
walked awny from the table four
vears ago. {(JAwd & Ledoer

Immediately upon taking of-
fice, Mr. Fox made ending the 7-
vear-old revolt {or greater Indian
tights by the Zapatisia rebels a
priority, sending an Indian tighis
hill 1o Congress for approval and
ordering troops ta withdraw from
sensitive spots in Chiapas.

“The Zapatistas have accepred
diatogue. There's a new anitude, a
new way af thinking.,” Mr. Fox
said at a rally on Saturday night in
the northern city of Maonterrey,
“Let's have dialogue.” Buat amid
the good news there were re-
minders that the challenges fac-
ing Mr. Fox are encrmous.

About 13,000 teachers, labour-
ers and poor Indian  farmers
marched down the fourist-tilled,
cobblestone sireets of Ouxaca o1
Samrday (o demand justice and
atd and to disrupt what was sup-
posed to be a feel-good victory
celebration with indtans.

The protesters were stopped by
4 police Hine about a block from
the plaza where Mr. Fax spoke 10
a smaller crowd to stress his com-
mitrent (o Mexico's poor aned In-
dians.

"1 am always apen to listen,”
Mr Fox told protest leaders who
were brought inta the plaza o
meet him. “There is no need for
violent demenstrations or block-
ing streets,” he said thongh the
protest appeared to be peaceful.

Mr. Fox vowed ta conecnirate
developroen efforts in Oovaca
and other ponr. heavily lndian
stares in Mexico's south, and to
treat Mexica's Indian penple with
groater respect.

“We can close our eves to in-
famy — 10 the rale of hosses, o
discrimination, to public and pri-
vate palicies that have trivd to
marginalise Inddian commuonities
—- Hur that is unaccepiahle,’” sa
i Fox, who was accutrpanied
3y the Venezuelan President N
Hupo Chaves.

The é-foot-o president sailed
like a ship through a sea of much
shorter men and worpen in tradi-
gonal Indien  clothing  whe

i

o

Marcos of the Zapatista Army

of National Liberation af a

news conference in
Realidad, Chiapas, o
Saturday, — AP
swattied b, bugging b, fran-
tically passing letiers appealing
for help,

My o has pledged 1o ¢ombat
poverty with o national jmicro-
lending programime, and o chan-
nel the revenues fram a growing
ecencmy into improving edoca-
ton and health services,

Ha odd the crowd his e¢onnmic
programme Tis not mjeant o
achieve sureessiul statispics, [t iy
goit, o U an eeonnmik praject
to ieprove the lile of dach per-
sop. Mr. Fox also slgned an
agreement with the LN High
Comanissioner for Human Rights,
Meo XMary Rebinson, (@ promalte
human rights in Mexico,
protesters organ|sed by lo-
el ieachers unions claimed that
Moo Pox's economiy policies
threaten pablic heatth and educa-
ton and do nething fo help the
paor. Demands ranged from grea-
ter funding for schogls to lower
prices for covking gas.

“We do not Gelieve in his
spreeches, in bis prgity words,”
suid a 39-vear-old Mistec Indian
sucher :

1

The

“We are going to e a thorn in
Bis side antil our preblems are
salved,'” said another teacher.

About 20 maskdd men and
Lonien canving pisiols and auto-
matic rifes appeafed n nearly
Nazareno Btda on friday night to
say they would coptinue 1o fight
inst Mesico's capitalist eco-
nomie sysient despite the moves
roward dialogug with the Zapatis-
Tas.

(hey said they were members
of  the Revolulfonary  Armed
Farces of the People, one of sever-
al groups that have broken off
fromn the Popular Revolutionary
Army, —— AP
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\" Make-belief moves?

ANY IN the
Gpposition believe
that the happenings
in Peru of the last
everal weeks are part of a
frama carefully seripsed by
-ima's strangman, Mr. Alberto
Fujimori.
At first it was the sight of the
fresjdent teading a group of

rack commandes and sniffer
dogs in search of his one time
spyvmaster, Mr. Viadimiro
Mantesings. Then, even as the
kunt was on, there was a
“rebellion” fuvalving a
disgrontbed Colone] and a
hardful of his supporters. Was
this @ stage-managed diversion
o cover up the failure to track
down Mr. Mantesings, critics of
Mr. Fujimori ask.

I not a planned diversion, the
rebellion portends serious
trouble for Mr. Fujimori wha
just managed to get a third 1erm
of office and was forced 1o say
he was stepping down, in the
face of a scandal involving his
former intelligence chief, some
four years ahead of his term
next fuly. According to the
present scheme of things.
elections have been called for
April 2001,

For a person who has heen in
the centre of things for the last
decade, ruling Peru with an iran
hand and solid defermination,
Mr. Fujimori has been in deep
trouble over the last six weeks,
something he has been unable
to shake off as easily as he is

accustomed to. It all began in
September when his former
spymasier was caught on viden
oliering a bribe 1o a
Congressman ta suppori the

President. :HD - 9’

The allegations alt alang were
Mr. Fujimori had been using the
tntelligence wing 1o keep a tight
contiral on the polity, including
the mititary, the political
npposition and the media; and
even the justice system in Peru.
Official Lima has been denying
all these allegations. The bribery
scandal farced Mr. Fujimori’s
hand to the extent that he
offered to resigit next year, call
for elections and not run for
dlective office. But the big
question is if Mr. Fojimor] will
use the present crisis to hang on
for mare time, Supporters of the
President are coavinced that he
has pulled the country away
from the brivk, especially in his
determination to ssamp onf the
rebellion involving Leltist
guerillas.

The high-profile drama did
not end with the agreement o
hold elections. My Monsesinos
fied to Panama but failed 1o get
asvium there and after a brief
self-imposed exile returned to
Peru — and vanished. Hence
the “hunt™ in which the
President himself got involved.
Sceptics see the manhunt in
different térms. “We have 1o
think of the most incredible
thing that couid happen...
Fujimori knows where he

tmeaning Mr. Monigsinas) is
and is protecting him,” says the
retired Army General, Mr, Jamie
Salinas. One of the arguments
has been that Mr. Fujimaori's
“hunt” for his spychief is nothing
more than a sham to convince
his detractors that the break
with Mr, Montesings is final.

The Rip side of ghis is in the
political implication of a
genuine rebellion {— that even
after a shake-up of the tap
military brass, Mr| Fujimori is
not in control of this criticai
institution. Many fin Peru and
elsewhere are nod fully
convinced about the shake-up
of the military fof the reason
that the old faces have been
retained in differpnt posts.
Among other thipgs, a genuine
rebellion would seem ta signal
dissent within the armed forces,

Many|in the
Opposition believe
that the happenings
in Peru of the last
several weeks are part
of a drama carefully
scripted by the
President] Mr. Alberto
Fujimori, writes
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI,
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The leader of the military
rebellion sees it differentiy,
certainty not as a pawn in the
hands of Mr. Fujimori or in any
elaborate scheme that involves
shielding Mr. Montesinos.
According o the mutiny leader,
Lt. Calonel Ollanta Humala, he
and his small band of soldiers
will not lay down armus unil Mr,
Fujimori resigned and
Muontesinos is arrested. In the
view of Lt. Col. Humala, Mr.
Fujimoti was re-elected by fraud
and the top military
commanders dare corrupt,

The saving grace for Mr,
Fujimori is that the rauginy
which started off with the rebels
capiuring a copper mintng town
on the border with Chile is
tapering off. The Governmen
forces not only rescued an Army
General taken captive but also
“freed” most of Lt, Cal.
Humala’s troops, leaving the
voung dissident with no more
than & handfu) to continue.

The political crisis in Lima has
naturally had its faltout on the
economic front as the Fujimori
Government is irying 1o
canvinee the international
economic community, including
the International Manetary
Fund, rhat the political
uncertainty was at best a
temporary phenomenon. Lima
has been urging the IMF 1o
continue supporting Peru with ]
funds and net cut off loans in
view of the ongoing crisis,

But the last six weeks has
already taken a tal, economic
analysts and forecasters are
maintaining. The scandal, call
for elections, and the military
rebellion in southern Peru have
given investors enaugh
apprehension that Mr, Fujimori
is not in control. To top it abl,
Lima has revised the 2001
growth forecast from an
estimated 4 per cent to between
3 and 3.5 per cent.

The rapid pace of political
developments in Peru has an
angoing interest in the United
States, The Clinton
administration which has been
quite wary of what has been
taking place in Lima since the
last election has had essentialh,
two things to say. Firsy, the
outward relief that Mr. Fujimeri
is in contral and has the lovalty
of the armed forces. Second, is
the expectation that be will stick
ta the OAS-backed reform
process that will eventually icad
1o free and fair elections. “What
we are mostly concerned about
is seeing a transition, a
democratic fransition, to
another round of elections; that
those elections be free and fair,”
the White House remarked,



Bitter champagne

WHAT MAY have hastened President Alberto Fujimori's
departure was the indignation felt by the Peruvians about (he
way be announced his resignation in dapan, It was a fecling of
outrage which prompted the Congress to tur it dows and,
instead, choose to vust him fram powor, declaring him warally
unfit for office. The change of {ortune has been abrupt for, till
carly this year, the pliunt Congressmen had never thought
Fthey could touch the country's imperial presidency, Tt was
Mr Fujimori’s arrogance and his ‘plzza and champagne style
politics which earned him the sobriguet of 'Emperar’, In 1990,
Peruvians had voted him to power not beciuse e had some-
thing radically different to offer, but becastse of their beliof
thar Japan would underwrite Peru if it was run by a ‘chino’,
It was also a result of the Peruvians' disillusionmgnt with
tr_i\.dmonal. leaders. N ,H,‘—%\{‘) . g
0 be fair to Mr Fujimori, his econotic reforms st ed
r’s downhill drift and his containment of Maoiss gukbrrilla

/gﬁ)lence made him immensely popuiar, The people pust ug with
his populist policies and autocratic stvle as also his bitter bub-
lic rows with his wife Susana Higuchi. Despite suspending the -
Constitution and dissolving Parliament in 1992, and his brutal
police operations, Peruvians returned him to power vet again
in 1995. By that time, however, he had begun to lose much of
his sheen and shauld have retired from public life. Instead,
he manipulated the svstem and gor himself elected for the
third fime. Today, Peru scems to have returned to sguare
one. The economy is in ruins and the people have lost hope,
Their current hero is Alejandro Toleda who forced Fujimori
into a second round and then boyeatted the final ballot
after accusing him of fraud.

Valentin Paniagua, the new interim President, has done well
to appoint former UN Secretarv-General Perez de Cuellar us
the new Prime Minister. No one perhaps expected Mr Fajimori
ta retire in such disgrace. But his tragedy may prove o be
Peru’s hour of triumph. Latin America has changed over the
years, While a democratic renaissance has swepl across the
continent, people are no more twlerant of institutionalised cor-
ruption. A few yeats ago, Brazilian President Fernando Coliar |
de Mello was impeached. Mexico tao has shed its one-party
rule. The Peruvian example will go a long way in further con-
solidating Latin America’s democratic gains,

THE Ry on toos




Y
09

R. ALBERTO

Fujimori coukd hive

planned il better

except that time
was not on his side. And whe
push came to shove the one-
time strongman of Peru, who
ruled the country for ten years
with an iron fist, did what all
dictators do when the endgame
is in sight — he fled, Mr.
IFujimaori he went o his
ancestrill home in Japan where
he still has roots and then
pretended that somehow he
was “stepping down”,

Mr. Fujimori thought that
there was a gracetfuw: exit after
taxing his resignaticn frem his
hotel room in Japar. But
lawmakers back home sacked
nim instead. The language of
the “sacking” on moral
grounds was such that it
perhaps rules out any luture re-
entry into politics.

That Mr. Fujimori could have
spared Japan and its
beleaguered leaders one more
anxiety is a different matter, Or
perhaps he fett Tokvo “owed”
him for the successful
operation against Tupac Amaru
rebels involved in a hostage
situation in Lima at the
Japanese Ambassador’s
residence in 1997, Japan's
leaders will be in a bind if Peru
decides to demand the handing
over of Mr. Fujimori to answer
some questions — his
diplomatic passport runs out in
March 2001. The Tormer
President, whose parenis
emigrated from Japan to Peru
in the 1930s, still has family in
Japan. Aside from a son living
there, Mr. Fujimari's brother-
in-law is Peru’s Ambassador to
Japan.

Whether all these
connections will be enought 1o
get im off the beck remains to
he seen. Mr. Fujimori has
denied that be had amsthing 1o
do with a suspected $ 58
million faundered cash scandal
involving his former
intelligence chief, Mr. Viadimmiro
Montesinos. Lhe big question is
whether Japan wili be giving
political asylum 1 Mr, Fujimeri
under one pretext or another
but not exactly terming it that
way.,

But clearly the focus in Peru.
the continent and elsewhere is
on the future. The high drama
and the theatrics that went on
for some weeks with Mr,
Fujimori in bacle fatigues
“loaking {for’ his former
spymaster aiso faded inw
insignificance.

Few really took at lace value
Mr. Fuiimuori's pramise of fresh

PUrge in Pe

elections next vear and the firm
olfer of finally stepping down.
The scandal that basically
boiled down to Mr. Montesinas
being caught on videotape
trving 1o bribe a Member of
Congress could not be
commained in spite of all the
smartness of the ex-President.
And given that he had
manoceuvred a third five-year
term, there were enongh
apprehensions about Mr.
Fujimori's polirical
Pronouncements.,

Peru’s political landscape is
heading tar change and the
consensus is that il is siarting
off in the proper direction. The
A4-year-old new President, Mr.
Valentin Paniagua. is a highly
respected person and the
leader of a small centrist Party

who has no personal ambitions.

Mr. Paniagua, who shot into
the limelight after two of Mr.
Fufimori's Vice-Presidents
backed down, is apparently not
eligible 1o run in the upcoming
clections.

One of the first smart moves

ru

made by the new President is

the appointment
tnited Nations Sey
General, Mr. Javie
Cuellar, as the cov
Minister. Having N

f the former
retary-
Perez de
ntry’s Prime

in & prominent pogitian, the

arguiment goes, wi

| serve the

purpose of sending the correct

message inlernalig
in winning back a
respect internally.
Cuellar fost a Pres]
election bid in 19¢
against Mr. Fuiimyg

nally as also
measure of
Mr. de
dential

4 running
ri.

Bul a ot of focus will e on
the domestic aspegt and un

what Mr. Paniagug
not be able to do.

will or will
Internally,

there is the expectption that he

wilf bridge the pol
And then there arg
of institutions cryi]
change. For a long
detractors of Mr. Tf
been calling for a

tical divide.
a whole ot
1 for
time,
ujimori have
otal revamp

of the court system and for

cutting off the infl
military. Above all|
been pressures on
come out with bet|

When push came to shove, Mr. Fuj

did what all dictators do — he |

SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI on
change of guard in Peru.

1ence of the
there have
Lima to

er

jirmori
fled.
the

1r. de Cuellar

accountability on human rights.

But analysts are also saying
that the trend must be
maintained in the sense that
other personalities who have
little or nothing 1o do with the
past must be involved in
nation-huilding.

Chverall what is being
emphasised is that given the
current economic and paolitical
sttuation in Peru what is
needed is a smooth transition
to a fuller scheme of things.

Mr. Fujimori is not without
his supporters, Many belicve
that he was instrumental in
turning arcund Peru which was
literally a shambiles following
versistent insurgency. He dealt
with insurgents ruthlessly but
aver a period of time the
popularity was wearing off to
the point that Qpposition
lawmakers were openly
questioning the maotives und
he methods.

The transition has all the
credibility it requires, but the
challenges laced by Mr.
Paniagua are by no means
small; and heading the list is
the economy which is said to
he in deep trouble. The new
acting President has said that
fie was going e renegotiate the
payment of the $28 billion debrt
in a way thal would factor in
the “economic and social
capacitics”.

Peru’s new President, Mr. Valentin Paniagua, and {inset) his predecessor, Mr. Alberto Fujimori...

change at

last.
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ORLD

. Pak firing kills 4

LAHORE, Oct. 30. — Four
unidentified men fired on &
prayer meeting of the
hanned Ahmadia sect of
1slam in Punjab province,
killing four people and injur-
ing 12. — Reuters

Quit call for Estrada

MANILA, Oct. 30. — Eleven
pusiness groups in
Philippines today demanded
President Joseph Estrada’s
resignation over the gam-
bling payoff scam. — AP

Kyrgyz President

BISHKEK (Kyrgyzstan),
Oct. 30. — The Kyrgyz
President, Mr Askar Akayev,
has been re-elected, winning
74.3 per cent of the votes
polled. — Reuters

Bangla storm row

DHAKA, Oct. 30. — Weather
officials were criticised today
for failing to correctly fore-
cast a weekend cyclonic
storm in which 32 people
reportedly died. — AF P

7 Peru army gears
up to face revolt
wﬁi \

LIMA, Oct. 30. — The Peruvian
army mobilised troops in the
country’s far south to suppress a
revolt by a Lt-Col and some 50

soldiers, who took control of a y

copper mine, army sources said.
Leader of the rebel group, Lt-
Col Ollanta Humala Tasso, said

. in a statement broadcast by radio

stations that President Alberto
Fujimori was no longer a legiti-
mate ruler. Calling on other sol-
diers to join his revolt, Lt-Col
Tasso also denounced Mr
Fujimeri’s former secret police
chief, Mr Vladimiro Montesinos.
The changes in the top com-
mand of the army. navy and air
force on Saturday had not elimi-
nated Mr Montesino’s influence,
An army helicopter and trucks c

Tacna and Arequipa in pursuit of the rebel

moved on from Toquepala to make
Military scurces said there was
whereabouts of Lt-Col Tasso and

3
o

known to have left Toguepala with a bus belonging to the copper
mine employees as hostages, army

mine company and with three
said.

Around 100 people gathered in‘two peaceful demonstrations in

the capital to express support for

head of anti-aircraft artillery unit 501, said in his broadcast stgte-
ment that Mr Montesinos should be brought to trial. /

the rebel officer said.
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Alberto Fujimori: challenged
Jn

troops left the towns of
soldiers, who had
for highlands further east.
no reliable information on ths
his assvciates. The officer wag

arrying

the rebel officer. Lt-Col Tassq,
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 A
dav alter Mr Fidel Castro
called the USA a "hegemonie
superpower”, the Cuban leader
and the US Prestdent muade
history of sents on Wodnesday,

During & luncheon for world
leaders that ended in a group
photo shout, the two long-time
adversarics  woere {hrown
together for a hrief moment.
They  shook  hands  and

" exchanged a {ow words, belore
going their own ways.

This was the first time the
leaders have spoken to each
other. And according to some
diplomatic experts, this was

the first time since My Castro
took power in Cuba in 1959

that he has shaken the hand of

an US President.

Confirming the chance
encounter, 4 White House offi-
cial told Reutevs: "As the
President was preparing toe

£

leave the tuncly, M Castro

Mr Fidel €astro

approached him. They had a
hriel exchange of words, T
woutd not characterise this as a

g

o

SRR

substantive encefinter.

Asked if this signified® thaw
In relations, the official said it
did net change the concern the
USA has about the ahsence of
democracy in Cuba.

Addressing  the UN
Millennium  Summit  on
Wednesday, Mr Castro said:
“The principle of sovercignty
cannot be sacrificed to an abuy-
sive and unfair crder that a
hegemonic superpower uses. to
try to decide cveryihing by
itself. That Cuba will never
accept.”

The USA and Cuba have four
decades of enmity that began
with Mr Castro’s Communist
revolution that took aver the

IS 1 awesis nn ) el g
hil crisis poinis at various
times, notably the Cuban mis-
sile crisis and the Bay of Pigs
misadventure of the Kennedy
era.

With the end of the Cold War
and Mr Clinton’s pelicy of
engagement, the rhelorienl war
between the two nations has

[ TRt
riacons B E

cbhed. & f"}:'*’ o

The Ehd 'f/;\\uz Cise Lrig-
gered 4 propﬂl‘;’.\d wowar of sart

ir. Cuba, b
WiE moro

the US adi
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/oY Exit Fajimort

IN RECENT months President Alberto Fujimori;
strongman, found himself in the headlines for alt the\wrong
reasons. Bver since he decided o foist himself on the capntry
as President for the third term by manipulating the votingsys-
tem, nothing seemed to go right for him, Opposition candidate
Alejandro Toledo created the first tremors when he pulled out
of the elections, hurling accusations of serious voting irregular-
ities. Unfazed by such charges, Mr Fujimari went about his
business for some time. But the revelations of a bribery sgindal
involving one of his most trusted lieutenants have now forced
him to guit. Peruvians had earlier given considerable gupport |
to his flamboyant ‘pizza and champagne’ style of fpolitics
because of successful economic measures and for cgntaining
the Shining Path guerrilla movement.

However, Mr Fujimori's methods were too Wiggatorial for
him to remain popular for long. In 1942, he suspended the
Constitution and dissolved Parliament ~— an act which came to
be known as the ‘self-coup’. And yet. he retained some amount
of public support by transforming Peru from a country known
for cconomic mismanagement and Maoist guerrilla violence to
one of the few economic success stories of Latin America,
However, he built a political system which eventually ran out of
steam. Economic success and the fading rebel threat provided
no justification for his disregard for democratic norms.
However, Mr Fujimori’s tragedy may prove to be Peru’s wri-
umph, Peruvians are seemingly keen 1o make democracy work.
Today, Latin America is fully democratic, From Mexico to
Chile civilians are in power. Even the banana republics of
Central America have shed their autocracies.

One reason for Mr Fujimori’s departure is the pressure kept
on him by the Organisation of American States on the matter
of resignation after international and regional monitors com-
plained that the May 28 election did not meet even the mini-
mum standards of fairness. Only two Latin American heads of
State attended Mr Fujimori’s inauguration. His autocratic style
was ssen by most observers as a throwback to the Latia
Ameritan dictatorships of the Sixties and Seventies. The better
part of Mr Fujimori's legacy, however, need not be under-
mined. Peruvians must ensuye that there is no retwrn to the
durk night of terrorism. It can be said with some degree of
certainty that Mr Fujimori’s resignation is another step in

strengthening Latin American democracy.



' ship will fall.”

“p-ye Peru political crisis worsens
9-(onlond 4 |

MA (PERU), SEPT. 18, The whereabuuts ot Pe-
s intelligence chief grew murkier amid con-
dicting reports of his arrest, deepening the
mystery about the man at the centre of Peru's
growing political crisis and raising questions
abaut the government's stability.

Meanwhile, pressure increased on the Presi-
dent, Mr. Alberto Fujimeri, to step down
quickly following his stunning announcement
fate Saturday rhat he would call siew elections
-— in which he would not be candidate —
afnid a bribery scandal involving the spy chiel,
Mr. Viadimiro Montesinos.

In fromt of 10.000 cheering supporters in a
dowrntown Lima plaza, the Opposition leader,
Mr. Adlejandro Toledo, called on Monday for
the immediate formation of an emergency
government and the arrest of Mr. Montesinos,

“There cannol be a healthy democracy in
Peru with Montesinos free,” Mr. Toledo told
the crowd. Between choruses of ' The dicrator-
he demanded that new elec-
lions promised by Mr. Fujimori be hetd within
four months — not the six to eight months top
government officials have suggested.

Dozens of protesters, including Opposition
legislatars, formed ouiside the ofices of Mon-

! tesinns’ National Intelligence Service in Lima,

demanding his arrest. They scuffied briefiv
with police after 1they tried 1o push their way
inlo the military complex. But overall, Peru's
barracks and streets remained catm.

The Justice Ministey, Mr, Alberto Busta-
mante, on Monday denied local news reports
that Mr. Montesinos had been detained, say-
ing the military was not halding the elusive
spy chief, who for a decade has helped Mr.

#

A man wearing a mask depicting Peru’s intelligence chief, Mr. Viadimiro Montesinos,

stands in a cage during a demonstiration as another holds a Peruvian flag outside the
Las Palmas Air Force base, headguarters for the National Intelligence Service, in

Lima, Peru on Monda

Fujiimort run roughshod over Peru's demo-
cratic institutions.

Peru was thrown into politcal turmoil last
week afier the release of a videotape allegedly
showing Mr. Montesinos bribing an Opposi-
tion lawmaker to support Mr. Fuilmori.

. — AP

‘They video was widely perceived as powerful
evidence that Mr. Tujimori and Mr. Montesi-
nos had pressured or bribed Opposition legis-
fatory to join his party's bloc following May's
vote jn which Mr. Fujimori was re-elected but
lost his majority in congress. — AP
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LIMA, Sept. 20. — The
Peruvian President, Mr Alberto
Fujimori, made a public
appearance late yesterday, dis-
pelling rumours that he had
lost control of the government
after announcing three days
ago that he would cut his term
shorl, call early clections, and
refrain from running for office.

The embattled President
announced he would remain in
power till 25 July next vear.
“The announcement of early
elections does not mean I am
resigning immediately.” Mr
Fujimori said at the govern-
ment palace, He denied the
armed forces were putting
pressure on him to push for-

ward the clectim -

“There s no puawer VACULRIT,
There 1s =tabiiite, tranguiiity
and {reedon. of sescinbly and
speech 1o Ll COUNTIY.
Mr Fuimor saie

The Pres. Henl
hurricanc of
aroun:d the
Wan oeetid
ofiice -\1‘L

wd a
from
nee ne

viden i
miro

e o the  tling his five
12 months,
ment that t
gence servic
tled.

nd the anncunce-
e national inteili-
would be disman-

Fujimori famifm.
The broadeast st

sparked a controve

resulted in Mr Fujimo

Thursday
ray that
whit-
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extraordinarily

wauld have thoyght

that Peru’s y
strongmin, Mr. Alberto 0y
Fujimori, would cave in 1o the
threats of the Opposition and
not go through with his third
termy inauguration; or in the o
aftermarh of the violence that |,
Jeft six dead would go running
“or cover.

1aive

Unfazed by the violence and
accusations from the
Opposition and mild protests
from within the hemisphere,
Mr. Fujimori went about his
husiness. He brought in a new
Cabiner, threw his weight
hehind his intelligence service
and did what hie normally does
— blame the Opposition for the
vinlence, deaths and instability.

“Peru has been shaken for
mornths by this group wreaking
irratinnal destruction and
violence in the streets and
carrying out an internattonal
campaign to undermine and
destabilise their country,” Mr.
Fujimori charged, making the
point that the “pseudo-
leadership” of the Opposition
can “only guarantee chaos and
violence'".

Bui the World Bank
cconomist turned Oppnsition
leader, Mr. Alejandro Toledo,
was quick 1o blame the
Government for the violence.
“Lima was a battlefield but
they were fighting people who
had nothing. Fujimori hid
behind his tanks and guns
because he doesn't have the
peeple’s support,” Mr, Toledo
charged.

Saying that he was cheated in
the April elections, Mr. Toledo
pulied out of the run-off in
May: and the Opposition in
Peru has since charged that the
Government used large-scale
intimidation to force several
members of Congress to switch
lovalties so that Mr. Fujimori
could have a warking majority
in Parliament.

The Jatest standolf — if one
may call it that — came as a
result of last week's violence
that saw a Government
buiiding housing a national
bank set ablaze killing six
security guards trapped inside.
Mr. Toledo maintains that the
intelligence arm led by the
feared Mr. Viadimiro
Montesinos placed at least 100
agents in the crowd of
thousands to foment trouble,

Political analysts have said
that the latest demonstrations
against Mr. Fujimori have been

. Fujimor

7 g
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Unfazed by the violence and the accusatiops

from the Opposition, Peru’s President, Mt
Alberto Fujimori, goes about his business
a third term. SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI

takes a look.
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the largest since the 1990s. And
at the same time the response
by the Government has also
Been along similar lines. A
decade ago Mr. Fujimor
unfeashed a campaign ol terror
against the Maoist Shining Path
guerrilias. This time around, it
is the Opposition. What this
rmeans. analysts say, is that
everviime Mr. Fujimori has his
back to the wall, he tums
around and presents himselt as
the “symbol” of stability. In
fact, the Government in Lima
has been doing just that now
and with remarkable success.

The Oppositicnt in Peru has a
problem: despite having one of
the worst human rights records,
Mr. Fujimori is popular. In the
1940s he successfully fought the
Shining Path; be pulled Peru
oul of a near civil war: and has

hiad suceess in setting the
economic house in order. The
reach ot the intelligence e
the milivary arms 1may be
trightening, but Mr. Fujimagr
has used them effectivety
come 16 grips with the
narcotics and illegal cocair
trade.

T

The last reason is perhaf
one ol the most compellin
ones for the Clinton
administration o go soft on
Mr. Fujimort. After the
Presidvntial election of Apri
and the runaff in May,
Wushington made all the ysual
and expecred noises on
democracy, violence and the
rule of law. But the turnabjout
was also gquick and not
surprising to say the least,
noise was also there [rom
Organisation of American

@*
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Peru’s President, Mr. Alberto Fujimori... tough stance.

ed

States, but has subsided over a
period of time. Now there is
the feeling that whatever
“negnliations’ are going to take
place between Mr. Fujimosi
and the QAS. it js largely going
to he on the former’s terms,

In the face of the latest
violence, the Clinton
administration has been careful
in its choice of words. On the
one hand it has expressed
regret at the loss of lives and
condemned the violence saving
that it has no place in a
democratic process. On the
other, Washingion has
expressed disappointment that
Mr. Fujimori made no specific
promises of reform: in the areas
of human rights and the
judiciary in his inaugural
specch,

The expectation had been
that the Peruvian strongman
would use the occasion of his
controversial third term
inaugural to say something
about the kind of political
dialogue that will be in place.
nstead My, Fujimori focussed a
large part of his speech on the
economy; and here (oo was
quite shiort on specifics. Critics
are saying that the President’s
addressed looked moye like an
electinn speech, not an
inaugural address.

It is highly unlikely that Mr.
Fujimori is tosing much sleep
over what the Clinton
administration or the OAS has
said. In fact, all indications
from Lima point 1o a
toughening of a stand,
internally and from a political
and law and order point of
view.

supporters of Mr. Fujimori
are squarely blaming the
Opposition for the unrest and
deaths and the Head of the
Government's Judicial Relorm
Commission has heen guoted
as saying that Mr. Toledo could
face charges.

From a propaganda point of
view, Mr, Fujimaori could not
have had it better, Television
footage in Lima apparently
constantly shows burning
huildings against the
Lackground of funeral music
tor the slain security guards.
with much of the inedia under
Government control — or
manipulated by it-— this is the
kind of scene that Mr. Fujimori
and his officials would wanl the
people to withess.

‘the botromline message: the
Opposition on the rampage and
the Governiment trying 1o stem
the rot.




National Action Party (PAN), over Francisco Labastida of the
ruling Imsgitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI} |
Presidential elections marks the end of an era in Mexicpn poli-

tics. The country, which experienced the first revolution of the '

20th century even preceding the Bolshevik upheaval, we
run all these years as a centralised single party state do
by the figure of the President. The outgoing President eyen had
the power to anoint his successor whose main job was to|protect
his predecessor from prosecution. The main obstacle tg a gen-
uine democracy was the PRI which governed the couptry for
the last seven decades, blurring the difference between the
party and the state. But now a dramatic change has taken
place and the country can finally be said to have befome a
multi-party democracy.

s being

inated

The transformation may have come because this yeaf's elec-;

tion was by far the cleanest in bistory. The PRI machin
virtually stole the 1988 election from Cuauhtemoc Cardenas
and demonstrated its strength again in 1994 that brought
Ernesto Zedillo to power, failed to manipulate the system this
time. Ever since Mexico joined the US-led North erican
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994, the hold of the ruling
party has weakened. Today, as many as 11 states within|Mexico
(out of 30) have opposition governments. It is worth npting in
this context that Latin America’s democratic advance since the
Eightics has been quite impressive, Incumbent administrations
have vielded office to elected opponents in countries as| diverse
as Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Uruguay and the Domninican
Republic, in some cases for the first time.

A remarkable feature of Latin America’s democratid renais-
sance is the failure of nearly all coup attempts in recent years to
overthrow civilian governments. The region has also ¢hanged
from being regarded as the fuse of a debt bomb to being a pow-
erful magnet for global capital. The advent of genuine |democ-
racy in Mexico will further consolidate the continent’s |[democ-
ratic achievements. There is of course no single model. }f Peru’s
Alberto Fujimori is suspected of manipulating the glectoral
system and if Venezuela's Hugo Chavez is seemingly
always winning, it is due largely to Latin America’s reckless flir-
tations with populism and relative lack of experience with
democratic norms.

, which
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Phe victory i sunday’s vowe

The presidertial candidatz of
Mexico's Opposition National
Action Party, Mr. Vicente Fox,
flashes the victory sign after
winning the election, in Mexico
City on Menday. — AP

was almost inthinkable for o
in Mexico, where the ruling insis-
tutional Revolutionary Parne 1911
in local parfance], has been s

onvmous wiih the Governiment -
and even the nation itseld ter
millions of supporters and detrac
tors alike.

With 22 per cent of the official
count atlied, Mr. Tov had 40 6

- Eiﬁﬁbiﬁa%ﬂg )
exican poli, i -

cent, the PRIs M h’l{ﬂ("}-‘i(‘.o La-
pastia had 32 per cenl and the
Lettisi cundidate, Mr. Cuauhte-
mine Cardenas, nad 16 per cent.

projections of the final
showed Mr.o box the
The results horald enor-
nd sociai changes
here nobdy alive
g paity

g y
iad ever sean
lose a presidenial ele

Mr. Fox assured Mexirans there
would  he  a calm fransition,
“Prom today forward, w2 neert to
unite. We have (o work together
1o make Mexico the great couniry
wer have all dreaned o, ' he said.
[le called vesterday s “historic
day for the couniry”™.

The President, Mr. kFriaesta Ze-
dillo, said election olficials’ pre-
fiminary resplls are sufficient
and gustworthy cnough 1o say
that the next President ol the re-
public will be Viceute Fox.”

Moments  later, ruling-panty
candidate Mr Labastida effective-
n conceded defeat, saving: e
citizens have made a deci=ion
that we should respect, and I'H sét
the example myself”

victery celebrations oroke owl
PaN headyuarters immediately
ivany the release o7 the poll
rosuits, while silence reignec ui
headquarters. The PRI bas
peen Mexico's ruling party with-
vuf interrupltion si it wias
founded i 1929, making Moo
the cidesi goe-party Governamaent
i the world, PAN also swepl the
wlteneous reginnad elections,
arding to reports.— AP, DPA
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© ‘" Castro lionours Elian’s

der, Mr. Fidel Castro, vesterday
led a patriotic homage t the ta-
ther of shipwreck survivor Llian
Gonzalez, saying the f-year-old
hoy's return last week was the
most emational moment of his
revolutionary life.

In a ceremony honouring Mr.
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, Mr. Castro
compared the custody saga with
uther decisive moments in his po-
litical kife such as the 1459 Cuban
Revolition and the 1961 defeat of
4 U.S-backed invasion at the Bay
of Pigs.

“1a none of those vecasions
during our struggles did 1 experi-
ence such intense cinotion as
when, upon the opening of the
doars of the small plane that
brought them from the [Inited
States.. saw emerge...the figures
af Juan Miguel and Fian,” the 73-
year-uld Cuban leader said in a
speech.

4 small boy and a humble Cu-
ban lathier, whom few people
knew just a fow moenihs ago, were
returuing trans{ormed into glant
moral symbaols of our fatherland.
At thal moment, 1 thought bow
great is out people, how invinci-
ble a just idea.” Mr. Castro, who
stood beside Gonzalez as he
spoke to u 5,000~ strong gathering
at lavana's Karl Marx Theatre,
was giving his first public speech
since last week's end of the bitter

and highly- politicised, 7-maonth
Battle over Blian,

Meanwhile, a shy but jovful
flian was seen riding his bicycle
in his hometown and splashing in
a puol at a nearby resort as statd
television aired some of the first
images of the boy simce his return
ta Cuba a week ago.

with soft music playing in the
hackground, Tast night's video
clips chronicled part of the sur-
prise visit Llian and his tamily
made o Tuesday afternoon 1o
Cardenas, where the child was
born and rajsed. On the streets of
the small port city. scores of Tesi-
dents cheered as a bus carrving
the family drove hy.

The 6-year-old was shown curi-
ously  rummaging through  his
clothes and toys at the homes of
his paternal and maicrnal grand-
parents, He looked thrilled to find
a pair of inline skates, which he
tricd on over his bare feet and
skated a bit down a hajlway.

At his school, Elian was greeted
by his classmates, and a teacher
leaned down to show him pic-
tures and something written in a
book.

The clips were shown shortly
hefore Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez
received one of Cuba's top eivil-
jan awards for his "heroic beha-
viour” during his fight to bring his
san Flian back to Cuba. — Reu-
ters, AP

B

The Cuban President. Mr. Fidel Castro (right), speaks below a
billboard of Elian Gonzdlez, as Mr. Juan Miguel Gonzalez {centre)
and Cuba’s National Agsembly President, Mr. Ricardo Alarcon de
Quezada, stand by.|in Havana on Wednesday. — Reuters
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Cuba shows first images

of Ehan’s visit back h
Top honour for /)fa}if_‘l' J M Gonzalez

Havana, July &

’U.f./\
ALY

A SHY but joviui Elian Gonzalez
was seen riding his hicycle i his
hometown and splashing in a pool
at a ncarby resort as state televi-
sion aired some of the first images
of the boy since his return to Cuba
a week ago.

With soft music playing in the
background, last night’s video clips
chronicied part of the surprise visit
Elian and his family made on
Tuesday afterncon te Cardenas,
where the child was born and
raised. On the streets of the small
port city, scores of residents
checred as a bus carrying the fami-
ly drove by.The six-vear-old was
shown curiously rummaging
through his clothes and toys at the
homes of his patcrnal and maler-

jps 1

c

okl grandparents. He looked
hrilled to tind a pair of inline
kates, which he tricd on over his
Bare fect and skated a bit down a
hallway at his school. Elian was
greeted by his classmates, and a
teacher leaned down to show him
pictures and something written in a
book. The clips were shown shortly
before Elian's father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez. received cone of Cuba’s
top civilian awards tor his “heroic
behaviour”™ during his fight to
bring his son back to Cuba.

Gonzalez had tears in his cyes
when  Cuban President  Fidel
Castro pinned the Carlos Manuel
de Cespedes medal to his dark suit
after a two hour ceremony at the
Karl Marx Theatre.

The ceremony was attended by
about 5,000 people. (AP)
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Miami, June 2: Cuban castaway
Elian Gonzalez. at the centre of a
politically-charged legal baitle,
looked set 1o stay in the United
States for at least three mare
weeks after a court ruted on Thuts-
day he was nol entitled to a politi-
cal asylum hearing.

The wrangle over the 6-vear-old
boy appeared headed for further
legal procecdings after the raling
by the 11th US circuit court of
appeals in Atlanta. :

The court’s verdict dealt what
could be a definnive hiow to
efforts by Elian's passionately
anti-communist Miari relatives {o
prevent his father. Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, from taking him home
to communist-ruled Cuba.

Attormney-General  Janet Reno
said that if the relatives did not
take any legal steps within 14
days, Elian and his fuher could
return to Cuba a week later,

“Elian remains in his father's
care but he ard his family will not
immediately depant the United
States. The mjunction put in place
by the 11th cir¢nit will remain in
etfect until the court's mandate in
this case is issued.” she told a
press conference.

Flian has been the focus of a tug-
of-war since he pitched up in
Florida Yast November after a ship-
wreck in which his mother and 10
ather would-be migrants drowned.

He was sheltered by his great-
uncte, Lazare Gonzalez, and other
Miami relatives untl Al 22,
when federal agems raided their

to reunite him with his father, who
had flawn {rom Cuba. For the last
five weeks, he has lived with his
father, his step-mother, half-broth-
er and playmates in the Washing-
ton DC area. {Rewrers)

Elian fo.stay i

house and seized him at gunpoint |

Sfotl t

MissinG ELian: Marisleysis Gonzalez, Elian Gonzalez's cousin whe acted as his mother during his Miami

wee

stay, speaks to the media as her futher Lazaro Gonzalez looks on after the 11th US circuit court of
appeals’ decision was announced in Miami on Thursday. (AP)

Cuba demands return, calls protest

Jlavana, June 2: Cuban President Fidel Castro’s gov-
ernment, unhappy a US court suling on Thursday has
not paved the way for an immediate retwm of ship-
wreck survivor Elian Genzalez, anneunced plans for a
massive prolest march on Friday.

The zovernment said halt a milhen Cuban mothers
wiongld march mid-moming on the US diplomatic mis-
sion in Havana to demand the boy's return to his Com-
munist Caribbean homeland and an end to the six-
month-old custody battle,

“Our people have the right o demand the immediate

' fiberation and return of all of them o Cuba,” sad the

latest of various official statements during the day. It
was roferring 1o Elian., 6, his father and other family
members. who are currently living in Washington.

“We will pot cross our arms in the face of the pro-
fongation of the injustice and the crime, We wili dou-
hle our fight to show the world our repudiation and
our protest.’] added the Cuban staterment. read on state
TV in My Chstro’s presence.

Havana has acknowledged the thrust.of the Atlanta
tribural’s lehgthy rling — that the by is not entitjed
to a politidal asylum strengthens s
demand for Fiian's return jaccorfing to the will of his
Cuban father. But the Castbo ghvernment has objected
strongly to dome “worrying elements™ in the nuling
that it calls Tconcessions 10 the Mafia™ — Havana'«
ierm for anii-communist Cuban American groups
fighting for| Elian o stay in the United States.
{Reurers)
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IDENT F]del Castr
governmeiit, unhappy that a
US court ruling on Thursday

has not paved the way forani zm:]g-
chate return of shipwreck survivor

-Elian Gonzalez, was said to have - §

"announced plans for a massive
protest march on Friday. ?

The government said halfa mil-

lion Cuban mothers would march
in the morning to the US Dip

matic mission in Havana to

. mand the boy's return to his Cofn-

munist Catibbean homeland and

anend to the six-month-old custody

to demand the immiediate libe

of posters shmvmg Efian Gonzalez with his mother — AFP photo

said he was pleased with a feder

court’s rejection of an appeal towgie
the boy a US asylum hearing, which
now opens the door for his retum to
Cuba. “lamvery happy with the de-
cision from the court,” said Juan

" Miguel Gonzalez in Spanish in a

brief statement to reporters..The fa-
ther also expressed his desire to re-
turn to Cuba with Elian. “T would
hope that this would come to an
ehd and finally go back home to-
gether with my son and my whole
farnily and that this detay does not
cpntinue unnecessarily,” Gonzalez
added. However, the ruling granted
thie Miami family 14 days in which
to appeal, and barred the boy’s re-

battle. “Our,people have the n%

tion and return of all of them tosome “wornrying elements” inthe
. Cuba,” said the latest of various of- ruling that it calls “concessions to
¢ ficial statements during the day.It  the Mafia” — Havana’s term for
was referring to Elian, 6, his father  anti-communist Cuban American
and other family members,whoare  groups fighting for Elian to stay in
_cmrent]yhvmgm Washington. i the United States. These include

tum during that period. US Attor-
ney-General Janet Reno, who said
she was “pleased” with the court’s
ruling upholding an earlier Tmmi-
gration and Naturalization Service -
decision on the asylurn hearing, said

“We will not cross our arms jn  the description of Elian’s US great-
the boy could retum to Cuba seven

the face of the prolongation of the  uncle and would-be guardian /
injustice and the crime. We will . Lazaro Gonzalezas“aclosc friend”":’ ga daysafter the 14-daypericdended. -
double our fight to show the world  and the continuation for 14 daysof o prevent his return to Cubd. . The father’s lawyer., Gregory
our repudiation and our protest,”  an injunction barring Elian from On the streets of Havana, Craig, stating thatthe latest decision
added the Cuban statement, read  leaving the country. “Today, we  Cubans were pleased at the pourt’s  marks the third time that US courts
onstate TVin Castro’spresence..  * have a ruling that still gives rights  basicbacking of Elian's fathgr'spo- ~ have ruled in favor of Elian's return
Havana has acknowledged tl'lf: and prerogatives to an impostor  sition, bit urged US authorjties to  to Cuba, urged the Miami relatives
thrust of the Atlanta tribunafs  who has defied orders of the au-  seize the moment to end the pro-  nottointroduce fusther appeals that
iengthy ruling— that thebayisnot  thorities of the country where he  tracted dispute. “If's excellent, fan-  would prolong the case. “Elfan’s rel-
entitled to a political asylum heaj lives,” the statement said, “F rthe ~ tastic, this decision. What w} need  atives in Miami say they are con-
ing — strengthens its demand f r - victimofjust sixyears of age, thefeis -now is for them to bring the boy  cemed about his future. But their
Elian’s return, according to theng beginning a possible chapter faI- i -heére, back to us,” said sgcurity  love and their concern arc best ex-
of his Cuban father. Bui the Casti bltrary actionsand the possibility of | ! gnard Diego Jimenez, 59, pressed by calling a halt to this }
government has objected strongjy a cruel and interminable wafit-be- - In Washington, Eliar's [father  tle,” Craig said. — cies /

—
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Loser losing

A oL ' .\..'I""\ ’ A
‘\Q; < J _\._-(V .. “’L
tE.hF_\I{iMAY;)e gggc;leg fora Mﬁ T i J‘Cﬁ‘v " ried about its implications for
ird round of*hi rama g e . . themselves.
— just maybe. After mak- = Mr. Fujimori’s third-

ing a lot of noise in the
first round of the presidential
election and publing ouwl of the
run-off at the last minute, the
main Opposition leader, Mr. Ale-
jandro Toledo, is threatening to
fill the streets with at least four
million demonstrators in the run-
up ta the swearing in of Mr. Alber-
0 Fujimori on July 28.

But even if it is a controversial
third term for him, the strongman
of Peru is not going to lose sleep
over Mr. Toledo’s threat. In fact,
for alt the neise made in the after-
math of the run-off election, Mr.
Fuyjimori hardlv gave any indica-
tion of getting away from his life-
style just because there was a
semblance of pressure from out-
side. In many ways, things could
not be better for him.

From the begioning Mr. Fuji-
mori has been claiming that his
election as President is valid, in
that the process was transparent
and known long before the ver-
dict had been announced. The
last-minute withdrawal by Mr.
Toledp meant that many either
stayed away from balloting or had
the papers marked invalid. Offi-
cials in Lima and the President
have been saying the electoral
outcomne could not be labelled as
a coup by any stretch of imagina-
tion,

But some campaign strategies
of Mr. Fujimori were suspect as,
for instance, borne out by the
widespread allegations of abuse
of the official media and the free
help of the military, especially its
intelligence arm.

However even critics of Mr, Fu-
jimori have reluctantly conceded
that what Mr. Toleds did — pull-
ing out at the [ast-minute — was
something erratic and said it was
better to go atong with Mr. Fuji-
mori and apply subtle pressures
for change.

The confirmation of Mr. Fuji-
mori as the third term President
may have been controversial, but
it has been expected all along.
Granted thart there were pockets
of opposition which were plainly
disillusioned with the goings-on,
but by and large there was a feel-
ing of the Opposition leaders not
really having been honed in 10 the
ground realities.

In the aftermath of the run-off
election, Mr. Tolede may have
been successful in pulling major
crowds on the streets of Lima and
neighbourhoods, but the num-
bers could nat he sustained.
Worse, in a4 country where the
military plays such a strong role,
the game was up when this in-
stitution refused to budge.

Mr. Alberte Fujlmeri... The
Peruvian strongman has
the last laugh for all his

widely-condemned
reetection.

And all the noise made by the
international community, led
particularly by the United States
and others in Latin America, sud-
denly guietened.

The biggest biow to Mr. Toledo
was 1ot the sudden switch by the
Clinton administation, which
swung from the extreme position
of condemning the outcome of
the run-off vote 0 a lukewarm

A student protester in Lima... Ca

term presidential
election may have
been controversial,
but the Opposition
has not been honed in
to the ground
realities. SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
narrates the high
dramaq in Peru.

posturing. Al blistering condem-
nation of Limna by the adminis-
ation would have jeopardised
the cooperation between the iwo
capitals in pombating narcotics
and drugs uafticking.

The real blow to Mr. Toledo
may have cpme from Peru’s own
backyard, from nations tired of
any meddlipg by the U.S. in the
hermispherd and their being wor-

the Opposition
sustain its momentum?

For all the fuss that was expect-
céd to be made at the Windsor,
Canada meeting of the Organisa-
tion of American States, Ecuador
sumimed up the feeling when its

Foreign Minister said: "May he |

who has a perfect democracy cast
the first stone’”.

The bottom line to some in La-
tin America was the fear of their
going overboard in reacting ta the

"f

|
|
|

i

outcome in Lima when their own

track record was at best dubious.
Mr. Fujimori could not have had
it better.

In fact, Mr. Fujimori himself
toak the cue from the post ruri-off
developments and stressed that
he was going to put in place
mechanisms to further bring
about and strengthen democracy.
And the Organisation of American
States, from where independent
observers refused to oversee the
electoral process, will send a mis-
sion ied by the Canadian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Lloyd Axworthy, to
explore ways of “bolstering” de-
mocracy.

The spotlight in the next few
days will continve to be on both
Mr. Fujimori and Mr. Toleds, on
the latter in the context of his
threat to flood the streets with
protestors during the swearing-in
ceremonies.

The Opposition leader hopes
that the rmasses will finally back
his charge of a patently fradulent
election. However, at this point of
time, it is unlikely that protestors
alone will change the evolving
scheme of things.

A shot in the arm for Mr, Fuji-
mozi s that the military broke
with tradition and has formally
recognised him as its supreme
commander for another five
vears. The politically smart Presi-
dent-elect not only accepted the
military’s recognition but went on
to give a spin 1o this endorse-

ment: “I consider this recognition
of my position a full expression of |
the subordination of the armed
forces and the national police to

civil power.”

The unexpected move hy the |

armed forces is yet another set-
hack to Mr. Teledo and a remind-

er to him and his supporters of !

what can be in store for them if
things get out of hand on Juiv 28
or in the preceding days. 1n en-
dorsing Mr. Fujirnori, the military
has not only signed on the Prest-
dent’s political agenda but has
given the unmistakable signal
that it is behind him. So much for
Mr. Toledo's claim that a segment

of the armed forces is becoming :
increasingly discomtent with poli- |
tics creeping into the institution. -

THE HIND,
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Elian sends greétings o
Castro op Fatpier's
':f\‘,’,ﬁ“ﬁml& o

N

mander-in-chief,” saic
published on. Satdrday a -day

i TR AN ahead of Father’s [pay, which 18
. ELIANGonzalzthodban  celebrated on June 18 in the
oy still. living Jn i the Utiged Americas. . .. ]
Statesseven months toa bitier The lettet, i the ruling Com-
politica fight over s future, has - munist Party’s daily newspaper
sent a Father’s Day greeting to- Granma, -was ko signed. by
Cuba’s communist jeader Fidel - Elian’s own father,|[Juan Miguel-
Castro. © o - Gonzalez,
" Elian’s signature headed a - e hasbeen sepking the siv-
‘letter -from him and . his . en- _year-oldgreturn since Elian was

tourage of family anc friends i~ rescaed at sea off Klorida in No-
‘Washington, wishing all Cubax A capsize that |
fathers — and especially Castro - - Killed his mother and 10 otheril-
—ahappyday. - ¢ legal Cuban migrapts.

. «Om this Father's Day, we "Castro, 73, is famously secre-

want o send et affectionate  tive about his persy nal fife, butis

greeting, and a “well-deserved  Emown tohave seve
kiss, to all of you; especially to He fought for;
onie father whom wefove dearly - first child, ‘Fidelito
for his unrivaled teachings and  del’,in the years bg
his infinite love for us, ourcom- 0 powerina 1959

ral children.
tody of ks
, or dittle Fi-
fore he came
volution.
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USA to ease
drug curbs on

REUTERS

e O\ Cﬁ
PA! \
WASHINGTON, June 27.
The USA, in a

policy, will
allow unfet-
1tered sales of
1 food and medi-
cine to Cuba for
W the first time in

40 vears under

a compromise
brekered by Republican leaders
in Congress today.

The legislation marks a sea
change, politically and econom-
ically, in US sanclions imposed
in the carly 1960s in hopes of
isolating President Fidel
Castro.

Reached overnight, the agree-
ment could clear the way for
congressional approval of calls
by US farm and business
groups to exempt food and
medicine from unilateral
embargoes. “It’s a good, hard-
fought agreement,” said a
spekesman for House of

Mr Fidel Castro

historic shift of!

od,

Cuba

Representatives Speaker Mx
Dennis Hastert.

Cuba would e the major hen-
eficiary. but|the legislatiun
would put inte law similar
steps already taken by the
Clinton administration for
Iran, Libya and Sudan.

A White House spokesman
said President|Bill Clinton did
not oppose “qllowing things
like food and medicine to go 10
Cuba as longlas it is fur the
benefit of the|people, not the
benefit of the|Castro govern-
ment”. Howevier, he said the
White House helieved the pro-
posal interfered with the
President’s pgwer to conduet
foreign policy.

In a concession to Cuban-
American groups and conserva-
tive lawmakers, the legisiation
would prohibit|US government
financing to help Cuba buy
American grains, livestock.
animal feed ot medicine. The
legislation also would dens
Cuban exports pecess to the US
market.
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Elian back where h

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 29, Foyty-one
minutes after the injunetion re-
quiring bis stay in the D5 ex-
pired, the chartered iet carving
Elian Gonzalez, his father Mr.
fuan Miguel Gonzales and step-
muother wok off from the Thfles
Internavional Alrport w Havana,
Culra, Minutes fater, a second
plane carrving khan's friends and
his teacher also took off, bringing
1 an end an international custo-
dy bartle that sasw crass politic-
king on boih sides of the Florida
Straits.

The 1S Suprenmue: Court re-
fused (o oblige Clian's relatives
Living in Miami. Uorida, who
wanted o take cusiody of the Cu-
ban Loy, Mimpres after the Su-
preme Court ruling, Flian and his
entourage tiving i an affluent
section of Washington DO gor
ready to go home, and iu the
minds of rrany, 1o where he really
helomged. tnoa brief stoement,
Elian’s father said he was ex-
tremely happy 0 go home. He
thanked the American people and
the Government for their support
and said lis stay in this country
had allowed him temeer “beant-
ful and netiigent” people.

The month of fune was ot
gued for Elian's Miami relatives. A
Frderal Appeals Court only yein-
forced aninjunction requiring the
Gonealez family to say put in the
.S until the courts settded the
matier. The real blow came not
brom the Suprente Court hot from
the Federal Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Atlanta. A 12-judge pane!
last week unanimously rejected
the asvium appeal and said it
wauld nat entertain any  more
petifons,  Since  the  Supreme
Court did not ace on the issue, the
stay arder expired on Wednesday
at 4 pra. Legal analysts have long
maintaiteed that the Miami rela-
tives were skating on thin ice in
moving the Supreme Court as the
adds were stacked against them.
The apex court hedss only about
ane per cent of what has been dis-
posed of at the Appeals Court Tev-

ELIAN / GRIEF GRIPS RELATIVES IN MIAM!

ol Alsa. the Governoent did not
reguest e suprems Cowst to e-
view the constitutionality ol a
particular faw because of the von-
fict of opininn im0 the Jower
caurts.

Ve Clinton adininistraton has
espressed relief at the outcome
and with good reason. From the
beginning. it has hacked the 1m-
rnigration and Naturabisaiion Ser-
vice on the Hlian case. The
Atornev-General, Ms, Junet Rene
appeared o gn out of her way 1o
settle the case amicably without
having to resort to the use of
force. Only when all options ap-
peared closed, did Federal Mar-

ADIEU TO THE U.S.: Mr. Juan Miguet Gonzalez and his son, Elian,
wave as they board their plane at the Duile
on Wednesday. — AF

v International Airport

shals stonmn the residence of dw
Miami relatives on April 2210 ke
cure’ Bl and retarn him o his
father.

Manv [ believe that 1he Elan
case wopkl not have dragged on
s done i i had ot invalved Cuba
and a 50-yvear ohsession with {is
Presideqit, Mr. Fidel Castro, Poli-
ricking rook centre-stage with the
CubanJAmericdn comimunity. na-
tHonal dnd local politictans deter-
inined o keep Elian away from

«d up the anti-American

bysteria conveniently using Flian

Gonvdler as the rallying point
e streets of Miami were guiet

whipp

%)
‘belon%s’

with grief that things had nor i

gone as expected. But potitically,
there witl be a price w pay. I re-
maing to be seen how much the
Vice-President, Mr. Al Gare,
stands to fose electorally. Mr.
Gore had broken ranks with the
Clinton admimstration to arguc
thiar the Elian case must be settled
in the famity conrss,

Low-key affair
AFY repacrs from Havana:
Hundreds of Eljan’s erstwhile
classmates from his hometown of
Cardenas waved Cuban flags and
chanted his name as the private
lear je¥ which brought the yvoung
boy and his family from Washing-
ton yesterday taxied to a halt gt
Flavana's Jose Marti airport
Relatives poured onto the tu-
mac and took turns hagging the
boy in emuational scenes that were
carried live on Cuban television
as & band play ed the nationat an-
them. But as expected, the public
celebrations were short-lived with
Elian, his father Juan Miguel, wife
Nersy, and their infant son Hian-
ny quickly climbing inte 2 white
Lada and spreding oft at the bead
of a convoy of cars and buses.
The family was taken w an un-
disctosed locapon for a veumion
with othor fuinily members before
setthing into o comaplexin a Hava-
na neighbourhoad for a so-called

adjustment period. accarding m

Cubtann authorities. There  the
youtig bov will be shielded trom
the glare of the internatonal
spothight while he concentrates
on his siadies, aecording to a plan
mapped ot by Cuban othcials in
vonsidration with Elian's father,
In marked contrast to the huge
archestrated radlies held in Hava-
na and ather Cuban cites during
the bitter interpational custody
bassle, Ilian's homecoming was
subdued and luw-key. Cuban offi-

cials urged people ro celebrate his
return in thelr own homes or |
with neighbours without taking to

the streets an a wave of enthusi-
asm,” which wauld not be appro-
priate a this tme, they said.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, June 29. —

Elian Gonzalez flew home to

. Havana yesterday, five hours

after the TJSA’s top court refu-

sed to hearian appeal by the

. Miami relatives that would
have kept him here.

The 6-year-old boarded a char-
tered plane with his family and
a group of Cuban classmates
after the court-stipulated stay
on his exit expired at 4 p.m,

The apex court’s move trig-
gered sorrbw and anger in
Miami's Liitle Havana neigh-
bourhood, where Elian spent
five months since November.
The relatives wept in disap-
pointment; Cuban immigrants
gaihered outside their house
and vented anger at the media.
One TV cameraman was hit in
the head with a chair.

The press:conference by ithe
relatives’ lawyers was not
attended by Elian’s great-uncle
Lazaro and his daughter Mari-
sleysis, said: to have acted sur-
rogate mother to the hoy.

Elian was met at Havana air-

Curtains o pn the Eli:
c,;,@fh\
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Elian gets & kiss fram hi grandfather an arriva) at the Jose Marti Airportin
Havana on Wednesday. — AP/ PTI

port by weeping rclatives, After hugging his great-
including four grandparents grandmother and greeting his
and hordes of children from his  friends, Elian drove off with his
school. all waving Cuban flags.  family to an undisclosed loca-
Mr Fidel Castre was chsent. tion.
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REUTERS {
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ASUNCION, May 19. — Forces
loyal to a fugitive coup leader
tried to topple the Paraguayan
government, driving tanks
through the centre of the.capi-
tal and blasting a hole in the
Congress building before being
persuaded to lay down their
arms and be arrested, the gov-
ernment said.

The rebels took control of the
harracks at 7 p.m. vesterday
but the revolt was over by 2.30
am. today.

The situation is now undez
centrol. We will relentlessly
upply the law to all those who
have violated the Constitution,
President Luis Gonzalez
Macehi told a local television
channe] before dawn.

Retired colenels and low.rank-
ing officers who support former
coup-plotter Gen. Lino Oviedo,
seized control of the army's
Eiggest armoured unit, helped

v guards at the base on the
city outskirts, defence minister
Mr Nelson Argana said.

For the third time in four
years, Paraguay’s weak democ-
racy has been threatened with
& velapse into military rule.
Each time Gen. Oviedo, a for-
wer army chief, has been at the

centre of evenis and each t
USA, Brazil and Argentina
have exerted pressure to ¢n-
sure that democracy survived,

“This i# just the beginning.
We have the constitutional
right to rebel against tyranny,”
Col.(retd.’ Viadimiro Wororlie-
cki, a known Oviedo supporter,
said as he was led away under
arrest after the revolt ended

An anonymous rebel officer
had read a communique oyer
the radio calling for Mr Gonga-
lez Macchi to step down|to
allow an immediate presiden-
tial election.

Security forces arreste
lawyer, a congressman, {lve
retired officers and at least |25
soldiers. The head of the police,
Mr Casto Guillen. was fired.

The Congress speaker,
Juan Carlos Galaverna, said

to kilt him and the President
Mr Gonzalez Macchi, for

President last year after
Raul Cubas resigned afte
week of violence following the
assassinaiion of vice-president
Mr Luis Maria Argana.

The USA and Paraguay’
larger neighbours have cqn-
demned the revolt.
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back: US Att

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE W
WASHINGTON, MARCH 31 o &

% (S Attorney General Janet
Reno insisted on Friday that six-
year-old shipwreck survivor Elian
Gonzalez must be retuned to
Cuba and said Law Enforcement
autherities in Florida should coop-
erate with the decision.

As tenision mounted in Miami,

where Elian’s relatives arc deter-

mined to keep him in the United
States, Renc’s comments lent
weight to US threats to revoke his
temporary residency and expel him
to Cuba. On Thursday, Florida
Governor Jeb Bushwarned that his
State would not cooperate in re-
moving Elian from his Miami
home and the Mayor of Miami-
Dade county, Alex Penelas, said
Reno and US President Bill Clin-
ton would be held responsible for
any violence that follows the deci-

sion to revoke the bay’s residency.

Thousands of Cuban-Ameri-

" canspoured ontothe streets oft little

Havana late Thursday in a show of
solidarity with the Miami family
secking to keep the boy in the
Uhnited States. More demonstra-

ate in any move to retu
and that the matter would be te-
solved within the law and in the ab-
sence of violence. “This case has
bheen heartbreaking for everybody
involtved,”
believe that the law is clear: the fa-

a migrant smuggling
vovage to lhe US in which his
ief] - back in Cuba, but
back the bay's Miami
are under pressure to
give him ug if they lose a court ap-
peal for Elian to be given political
asylum. The four-month custody
hattle revolyes around whether the
boy should grow up with his father
in Castro’y Communist Cuba or
for the fathar, Juan Miguel Gonzalez
hasstarted fhe process of securing a
im and other family mem-
bersto try thwincustody.
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All this hooyla has
very little 1o do with
Elian Gonzalez's well-
being or his future
and more to do with
a 50-year-old
obhsession with Mr.
Fidel Castro.
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
on the Cuban
castaway’s case.

IEN FLIAN

Gonzalez grows up

to he & young man

and l[onks back on
when he was six years old he
will have some difficalty figuring
nut which was worse: the
trawma of the shipwreck in the
Atlantic or being dragged
through the patitical mud in the
streets of Florida, But nver time
the young Cuban will
undersiand that all this hoagpla
has verv little to do with his well
being or his future, and more 10
Ao with a 30-vear-old obsession
with someone calied Mr. Tidel
Castro,

Talk about third-rate politics
plned out in an election year in
the United States: Elian woulc
have hardly made one or two
lines in major newspapers if he
had been from any country
piher than Cuba. But with the
rightist and-Castro elements in
full strength in Florida and the
polisicians, national and local,
put te score a few chieap points
keeping in mind the vole bank,
the ingredicnts for high dramsa
are all well Juid out. O is it a
cireus?

Elian is nothing but a pawn in
a big game that involves not just
nations but also pofitical forces

_ that dot the Jandscape of the

(1.5, The Clinton administration,
as perceived in many guartets,
made the correct decision to re-
unite Flian with his father in
Havana; the Castro Governiment
saw this as a political windlall to
get even with the ant-regime
Cubans who have fled the
country and are now well sertled
in Florida; and the Cuban exiles
delare that they will go the last
mile to prevent Elian from
either being re-united with his
fathier or heading back to Castro
land,

That the anti-Castra forces
were willing to go to any extent
to prevent re-union is evident
from; their insistence that the
six-year-old go through a

- Political paw

|
|
|
’u

psychological evaluation — that
is on the relationship benwveen
hitr and his father who has
remarried and has a second son.
The sickening part of this
ongoeing drama is that a truly
hizzare environmeni has been
created around Chan, somathing
he Dardly understands.

fis not just the anti-Castro
exiles in Florida who have
whipped up this frenzied
atmosplicre where people have
gone on tadio talk shows
threateping the President and
the Attorpey-General with dire
consequences if Elian is handed
over 10 his father and taken
back to Cuba. Muach of the
blame should also be laid at the
doorsteps of politicians, national
and locat, whn have shown one
more lime the extent to which
they will stoop to gel a vote,

It is hardly comforting that
Jian has so many prominent
personalities lined up behind
him with the oniv “villians”
heing the President. the
Artomey-Ueneral and the
Pmmigration and Naturalisaton
Service. The right wing
fepublican clatter on Elian was
only expected, including from
the party's presidential
candidate. Mr. George Bush; so
o was that from pragmatic
Democrats who saw something

Cuban exiles in Miami stage a demonstration to press their demand that Ellan Gonzalez

remain in the U8,

and anvthing te be gained by
signing on to the bandfvagon.

Not to be lefl out wag Mr.
Albert Gore, sitting Vicg-
President and the Demoeratic
Party's nominee for the
presidential elections af
November 7. Secing thg
possibility of windfail By way of
getling the State of Flgrida in
November, Mr, Gore Hroke
ranks with his President and the
administration and argued for
Elian's remaining in the U.S.
whether My, Gore getg Florida
this November remaigs to be
seen bui his stance edrned him
a good deal of conterhpt Lor it
only reinforced the issue’s
political nature.

One of the issues that will be
played cul in the net few days
i« not whether Elian feuniles
with his fater but hpw this re-
union comes about. Justice
Department officials(have mrade
the point carcfully and vet
blundy that the feaar of the law
will be applied; and privately
the word has been passed
around that FederaljMarshals
wauld indeed be uspd to enter
the home of Elian’s{relatives if
this was the only wity to get
custody of the boy. JAnd as a sop
ta the relatives nf Thian, the
justice Dleparunentihas said that
it will make sure thiat Elian and

ARSEERRUN o &

i

his father do not feave the LS.
untit an Appeads Court has had
its lust ward on the case,
expected sometime in May.

The sad part of this re-uaion
is thar some in the media have
gane to the extent of seting
down nnrms for evaluating the
love between a father and his
son —— whether Elan rushes
towards his father on sceing
him or waiks siowly and
hesitantly. (n taiking so rach
about the “interests ' of Blian,
the various groups and actors
have become so wrapped up in
their own causes that the larger
picture is no longer in sight.

in a sharp commentary in The
Washington Post, Richard Cohen
savs, “Some people believe Elian
Gonzalez was sent to America
for a purpose. They believe that
in the sea he was ringed by
dolpliins who protected him
from ravenous fish. They say
that in his room an image of the
Virgin Mary has appearcd. | too
think Flian was saved for a
purpose, although it is not a
religious oue. Lt is to make fools
of politicians”". And the first co
NMr. Cohen's list is Mr. Gore
“Inoking like a caricature of o
pandering politician’ tollowed
by Mr. George Bush, the Mayor
of Miami-Dade County, the
Conservatives and Mr. {astro.
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~Ehan protesteérs
pray for divine
S\ nterventio

SRSULIATED PRESY [So.

B Duppolte:
i fhiel colnm
CORLUH

Chmn Gongaded’s Miami rela-
i:g that the bok stays in
that thier chance of prevdiling has

SR R Y

4 hal {hey

i tpping tosard the vad” zaid My Carles Cadiz

igh vesterday vutsilc the home of Mt Lazaro
sxevear-old’s groat undd oand lernporary odardian.

7ot the past fovs days deo o the pesdimism| Elian's

sanu Migue! Gouszalez, arvived in Washis gton on
w b o regain sustud. of his son. The d y after.
ol danet Romn took 9104 Lo srrange the

s Lide Havana home, as
aight, with many jeining
etang Ulhoo oel had askod for divine inter
at the day Lo velterated their promises to form a
Y} government oftficiats come o foie Blian.

voune little thread of hope, that God will do semot ng so
nd that ke wilt have w stay here)” sard Ms Ana leresa
A of Miami Beach.

o privesters brought battered {feam-and-wood raf
s tibes ta the police hanricade in front of the house 1o
tioi whal Cubatr refugecs go through 1o come to the USA.

Mo Muguel Saavedra. president of the Cuban exile group Vigilia

Mambiza, announced a caravan throuyh Mtami in supppri of

sremeng Elian in the USA. “We're going 10 go oul to demonsgirate

Vi all the vehicles in suppovt of Elian and in disagreement] with

[ iz Chinton wdministration,” he said. “The caravan will be alied
I Yumanity, Liberty for Elian.”

Eiian was rescued al sca in November after his mother add 10
others drowned while trying 1o reach Florida,

- I Washington, My Juan Miguel Genzalez’'s lawyer tald
Ioreporters yesterday thay a mieeting between the fathey and M
Lavaro Gronzalez, his uncle, did not appear lkely.

%1 thing that has to happen is Lavaro has o take hyi the
Lan Gonzalez and lead him 1o his futher and say, Hede is
»wuin” And until that happens 1ts verv ifficult to conlemplate
; nspe,” the lawser, Mr Gregory Croig gaid,

s Maywr, Mr Joc Carollo, said he wans the meeiing
iai and his father to take place al a “neutral” site.
s aeacetul cormmunite” e sald yestorday on NBC's To ay
ieosbow. Mlhere Is 0o need to worre about violencelis

o

gzarn oagval

i
Falie el ja

It

5 and
rAma-

sherinen who found the bov foaing an an taner tibe
o Bethesda, Marvyiand, yesterday hoping lo urge
o Geazalez to let Bhan stay in Miami. The hot's
staving at the home «f Cuban diplomal,
aideo Remiresz, was in Washington when they arrive
v Uiy sadd he prauned to see them,
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_Deadline for Elian
+"handover, passes

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \

WASHINGTON, APRIL 13, The show-
down between the relatives of the
Cuban boy, Llian Gonzalez, and
the officials of the Justice Depairt-
ment here is continuing as the
deadline of 2 pa. o hand over
the boy passed. The situation ap-
peared tense outside the house of
Ciian at Little 1Tavana in Miami,
Florida. But the crowd is obeying
the instructions of the law en-
farcement officers.

The boy's relatives are said 1o
e moving the Appeals Court in
Atlanta for a stay on the orders of
the Justice Department to transfer
custody. The Clinton administra-
tion has said earlier that it will re-
spond in an appropriate fashion.
Meanwhile, in Bethesda, Mary-
jand, the father, Mr. juan Miguel
Gonzalez, has not commented on
the developments including of a
video clip this moming on the na-
tional television showing his son
saying that he did not wish 1o go
back to Cuba.

The President, Mr. Bill Clintan,
when asked if Federal Marshals
would be seni to fetch Llian. ar-
gued that it was best lor the At-
torney Genera! to handle the
sithation as it was cvolving on &

IHE taNEy

inute-to-nunute basis, Mr.lin-
i atse made the point thay the
hisic tssue was the rule of lawand
that none of the courfs pave
granted eny inferim relief. {1 do
believe ihat it is our responsibility
o upholit the law and we arg do-
ing our best 1o do that,”” he jsaid.

In a sviback w the relatives on
Thursdav, a State Family Gourt
has refused to hear a pejtion,
saying that it has no jurisdiption
on issucs of immigration.

The two and a half hour mect-
ing in Miami on Wednesday be-
ween  the  nation's  top | faw
enforcement officer, the Altproey
General, Ms. Janet Reno, and the
refatives of Elian was said tohave
been guite productive but grided
without any meaningful rgsults.
The Acorney General insisted on
making her personal attempt 1o
sort oui the troubling issue be-
tween the boyv's relatives and his
father who is now in Bethesda for
a week trying fur the re-unian first
and later take Llian back to Cuba.

Reuters reporis:

‘The Vatican said today ghat at
the request of the 1.5 Gvern-
ment, its embassy in Washjngton
would be available for thejhand-
aver ol Llian,
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«« Temporary stay against E ian’s transfer,,

*" By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 14. In what
seems to be a drama with no early
end in sight but one in which the
Justice Department appears to
have boxed itself into, the rela-
tives af the Cuban lad, Elian Gon-
zalez, have won some more time.
As the 2 p.m. deadline for the
handover of Elian on Thursday
passed and the justice Depart-
ment showed little to no evidence
of forcing the transfer, the rela-
tives in Miami-Dade county did
not wish to take any chances. Ap-
prehensive of use of farce, they
moved a Federal Appeals Courtin
Atlama for an injunction against
the bov’s transfer to Cuba.

A single Judge in the Federal
Appeals Court obliged and ruled
that Elian cannet be taken out of
the country until such time a rul-
ing is made on the claims of his
relatives. But even as officials
were saying that this did not pre-
vent the re- union between Elian
and his father, Mr. Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, the Justice Department
is now saying that this may not be
sought for another three or four
days,

The Federal Appeals Court has
also said that the Clinton admin-
istration must file its response by
later today; and a final ruling on
this is not expected uniil next
week. In the streets of Little Hava-

na, outside the home where Elian
is staying, thousands of demon-
strators cheered wildly as the
deadline passed and the injunc-
tion issued. Protestors had prom-
ised to form a human chain to
prevent Elian taken away by Fed-
eral Mashals,

Emotionally, the situation is
getting a little dicey as accusa-
tions are flying all around who

was responsible for the show-
down, Relatives of Elian are mak-
ing the point thal they were
forced to move in the direction of
the courts after going no where
with the Justice Department.

On the other hand, there is also
the argument that delaving the
re-union between ¥ljan and his
father is doing a great|injustice w
the emotional stability of the six-

Mr. Delfin Gonzalez, great uncle of Elian Gonzalez, is hugged at
his Mlami family home on Thursday by a police officer after
hearing the news of a court Injunction in the custody case

involving the Cuban boy. — AP

yaar lad, Meanwhile, in a steppéd
up war of nerves, the family ré-
leased a home video that shows
Elian pointedly telling his father
that he did not wish to go to Cuba.

The U5, President, Mr. Bill
Chinton, has argued that he is (ry-
ing ro stay out of the case and has
backed the manner in which the
Attomney-General, Ms, Janet Re-
no. has been handling the issue.
But Mr. Clinton stressed thart the
bottomling was to uphold the law
and avoid politicising the matter.
“.. I do believe that it is our re-
sponsibility to uphold the law and
we are doing our best to do that,”
he said.

But the Justice Department and
the Attorney-General are taking a
lat of flak for the manner in which
this crisis has been handied. Ms,
Reno wished to go te Miami to
persanally sort out the issue with
the fanily, but is now being taken
to task for making a high profile
trip without anvthing tangible in
retum. More important, the point
is being made that for all the
tough talk on what would happen
when the deadline passed, the
Justice Department did nothing.
Apparently, the Department
which has been heavily criticised
for the manner in which it han-
dledt other crisis such as the one
with Branch Dravidians in 1993 is
keen on playing it extiremely care-
fully this time around.

|



Peru's President,
Mr. Alberto Fujimaeri,
who faces a runoff
zlection in June, is not
known to give up his
abjectives easily. But
his opponent, Mr.
Alejandro Toledo, has
hardly given the
impression that his
determination is any
different.
SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
reports on the
confrontation that is
building.

N THE end, Peru's
strongman, Mr. Alberto
Fujimori, sectis 1o have
daone the correct thing bue
perhaps not on his own, After
squeezing an unprecedented
third term out of his Congress,
Mr. Fujimori perhaps was forced
to think whether he would be
potitically betrer off if he faced a
runoff election in [une rather
than claimed viciory in last
Sunday’s Presidential elections
and face unrest in the streets.

Needing a 50 per cent plus
one vote in the election, Mr.
Fujimori fell shoit by about
20,000 votes; but the [ashion in
which the voting had 1aken
place was encugh for political
oppunents, especially his main
challenger, Mr. Alejandro
Toledeo. to scream fraud. The
main charge was thal the
incumbent President had used
the military intelligence to
deliver the goods; this was
denied in official circles in Lima.

But Mr, Fujimori now faces an
uncertain run-off in June against
Mr. Toledo, Sunday's voting
showed that although the ruling
party maintains a lead in the
Congress, there is no longer the
absolute majority o ram
through Mr. Fujimori's reforms
of the future. With 120 seals up
for grabs in the Unicameral
legistature, Mr. Uujimori’s party
won 51 seats followed by Mr.
Toledo's with 28, the
Independents 9 and the rest
guing Lo smaller parties.
Analysts say that with this kind
of an outcome, Mr. Fujimori will
have to sit down anid
“negotiate” with the Opposition
on such issues as the budget
and reforms,

Known as a tough leader who
has ruthlessly put down
rehellion in his country, Mr.,
Fujimori, son of Japanese
irnmigrants, was in many ways
forced to scale back when the
election results started coming
in; what with Mr. Toledo saying
he was prepared for unrest in
the streets in the face of “gross
irregularities” in the polling and
counting. Normally quite strong-
willed, Mr. Fujimori backed
down in the face of
international pressure led by the
United States. . &

In fact, Mr. Fujimon, faced:”
pressure from Washingtes even
before the voting began when
the Carter Centre, headed by the
former American President, Mr.
Jimmy Carte,r argued that the
conditions for a democratic vote
did not exist. And when Mr.
Toledo — who had studied at
Stanford University and had
worked at the World Bank —
argued that he had won 57 per
cent of the vote by his count, a
run-off seemed better than
outright unrest that had all the
potential to turn violent. And
Mr. Toledo was blunt enough to
say that he would not recognise
the cutcome if Mr. Fujimori was
declared elected outright.

Washington — for obvious
reasons — does not wish to take
credit for “pressuring” Mr.
Fujimari; rather the effort has
heen passed off as @ concerted
effort hy many including the

THE CHAMPION AND THE CHALLENGER: Pem’s‘.‘; Presidgn :yMr. Alberto Fujimori, and the Opposition
candidate, Mr.\:A!gjaﬁ ro Toledo.

West and Nations in the
hemisphere. But clearly there is
disgruntlement in Limp on the
manner in which the (linton
administration played [its cards.
“The greatest harm ddne to
Peru has been the 11.5
intervention that i}as demanded
an election resylt withjput
waiting for ap-official pount,”
remarked ¥ir. Fujimor)'s
running mate, the former
Ambassador to the Unlited
Nations, Mr. Fransisc Tudela.
#  (One argument is that Mr.
Fujimori may be a serni-
authoritarian ruler, but he is
also someone who is politically
smart. The perception|is that
unwilling to be seen as the odd
man out in the neighbourhood
in the aftermath of the Sunday
vote, Mr. Fujimori carpe to the
conclusion that it was{ worth a
run-off in June for he {could
make it. But what has{to be
borne in mind is that
international attention is likely
to be much higher in the June
run-off given the rising stakes.
It is not just politica
uncertainty in Peru iHat is the
focus of attention in this
hemisphere. It is morg
importantly on the impact of all
this on the economic {front with
analysts already coming to the
conclusion that the much-
needed privaie investprs are
going to keep off for ome more
time. If Mr. Fujimori's initial
reluctance to see the pyriting on

the wall has had its impact on
future investments, some have
started questioning the political
and icadership abilities of Mr.
Toledo, The main apprehension
seemns 10 be not only that Mr.
Toledo has no experience in
public office but also about the
fashion in which he handled the
crisis in the aftermath of the
electoral showdown.

Much of Peru's problems are
on the economic front and the
country has also been a victim
of the financial crisis that
gripped the Asia Pacilic, Russia
and Latin America. One survey
shows that Peru's econamic
growih will be second in Latin
America after Chile but there
are deep problems that need to
he addressed — the external
debt (of about $ 29 billien), the
stalling growth rate, declining
tax collection and the rise in
public sector deficit.

in the ongoing test of wills
hetween two populist leaders,
the consensus has been that on
the economic front Mr. Fujimori
and Mr. Toledo are not too far
apart in their precriptions. But
the critical test will be on
whether they chonse a
confrontationist path in the
weeks ahead. Mr. Fujimori is
ne the kind of person known 1o
give up his objectives all that
easily. At the same (ime, Mr.
Toledo has hardly given the
impression that his
derermination is any different.
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' reunion to take place, 7).

/Efﬁn, fawgwer

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 22. Elian
Gonzalez and his father,
Mr.juan Miguel Gonzalez, have
been reunited after four and a
hall months at the Andrews Air
Force base shortly after 9.30
a.m, Little Elian was taken
away by force this morning by
Federal Agents of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Service
after the Justice Department
decided to put its foot down on
the custody issue concerning
the Cuban lad. Elian's father
has been in this country for the
last three weeks waiting for the

The President, Mr. Bill CH
ton, supported the actions
the Justice Department and t
Attorney General, Ms. fanet R
no. “The law has been upheld
and that is the right thing to
do,” Mr. Clinton said in very
brief remarks. The President
said he was extensively briefed
on the subject, but the final de-
cision on the manner in which
Elian was to be taken away was

i made by the Attorney General

and that he fully supported her
on this.

Mr. Clinton was briefed on
Friday afternoon and at night
around 8 p.an.; and again this
morning after the operation.

In Little Havana in Miami,
Florida, the six-vear-old Cuban
boy was "secured" shortly after
dawn by armed agents of the
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion Service. He was taken to a
nearby island for transporta-
tion to an Air Force base by hel-
icopter en route to the
high-security  Andrews  Air
Force Base near Washington
D.C.

1¢-minute operation

The entire operation, involv-
ing some 20 armed Federal

Agentgs, is said to have lasted
abeut 10 minutes. At about 5
a.m., the Federal Agents storm-
ed Llian's relatives’ home in
Little Havana by breaking the
front door, grabbed the child
and whisked him away to a
nearby airport. The armed
agents spent less than three
minutes inside the house where
Elian had been staying for the
last four months.

Seeing clear defiance on the
part of the relatives, the Justice
Department decided to uphold
the rule of law, say officials. Ata
press conference this morning,
the Attorney General, Ms. Janel
Reno, who has taken a personal
interest in the subject, said

Elian will remair i the (1.8, as
ordered h\),ztﬁ;’[ﬂ

reunited amic

Defending the early-morning
swoop, Ms, Reno maintained
that she tried her Hest to be
least disruptive, but in the end
wius left with no other option as
the family in Maimi|was con-
stantly “moving the goal-
posts”,

Anger, tension

Tensions are rising in Little
Havana in Miami-Dade County
with minor incidents of vio-
lence and disruptions being re-
ported, From a scant{ crowd of
about 530, who were ground at
the time of the operation this
morning, hundreds more have
joined since, express|ng anger
at the manner in which author-
itics went about achieving their
objective. At the time of storm-
ing the residence of Mr. Lazaro

@1 drama

Elian Gonzalez {centre) being removed from his home by Federal officlals in a pre-dawn

raid on Saturday in Miami's Little Havdna neighbourhood. — AP

Gonzalez, police used pepper
gas on the crowd assembled
outside,

Little Elian was said to have
been snatched from the arms of
the fisherman who saved his
life int the shipwreck in the At-
lantic.

With a white blanket wrap-
ped around him and seen
weeping, Elian was carried
away by a female agent to a
waiting van which then quickly
moved away from the scene, At
Little Havana, after the initial
stunning moments and anger,
there is acknowled
the Justice Dep
deed preparingfor this type of a
showdown

lustice Department
defends action: Pa




Castro praises US govt, calls

Elian seize a ‘one-da

N
ASSOCIATED PRESS CE”";‘T:VW fyf‘/‘

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA (Cuba), April 23. — A
triumphant Fidel Castro has described Elian’s
reunion with his father as constituting a “truce”
in four decades of rocky

W

repercussions of their agtions,
Mr Castbo would not attach importance to the

shock thaf Elian displayed during the early

morning raid by armed [government agents who

spirited him away from| the home of his Miami
_ relatives. “That boy cried

US-Cuba relations.

“Today is truce, perhaps
the only one in 40 years
— one day,” the Cuban
President told a crowd of
about 400,000 people yes-
terday at a historic sugar
refinery. Among the audi-
ence were the grandpar-
ents of Elian Gonzalez.

“This is a day of glory for
our people,” he said, com-
paring the reunion to g
Cuba’s victery over an
exile army during the Bay
of Pigs invasion 39 years
ago. “What day could sat-
isfy everyone more?’

Juan Miguel Gonzalez with son Elign after their reunion
at Andrews Air Force Base on Saturday. — APJPT!

for three minutes, for

gaved his life.”

rotests in Miami:
ubans in Miami contin-
e to be furious. Police
beat down rioting demon-
strators in Little Havana.
the night wore on and
pplice closed streets and
clamped down on protest-
ers, demonstrators pour-
inte surrounding
neighbourhoods. The
defiant late-night prot-
ests mostly stayed calm.
By early today, much of
ittle Havana appeared

But he noted that the
fight for Elian’s return to Cuba was not over.
“Tomorrow the battle continues,” Mr Castro
said. He praised the consistency shown by US
Attorney-General, Ms Janet Renc, and INS offi-
cials in their determination to reunite father and
son “even though they were scared” about the

deserted after police
blocked cars from entering the area and urged
pedestrians to leave. On| 27th Avenue, the focus
of many of Saturday’s pretests, no cars could be
seen — except for police ¢ruisers.

® More reports on page 9
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'Can Elian thaw ti

nited States, an

THE battle over Elian {Gonza-
jez has made unlikely allies of presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Fidel Castro,
raising questionsabout whetherthe
Jittle Cubari castaway can break the
ice between the two Cold War ene
mies. Washington and Havana in-
sist not. “We don’t see any reason
why this will change anything,” US
State Department Secretary James
Rubin said flatly. “All this specula-
tion about the effect on US-Cuba
relationsisjust that— speculation”.
While Castro calied Eliar’s long-
delayed reunion with his father on

“ §aturday “a shared victory”, he

wamned it did nof signal an end to
“the struggle of the Cuban people”
against the US “&eonomic war and
hostilities.” But all the nay-saying
corhes amid multiplying signs that
the Cold War animosity, between
the superpower and the tiny island
justoff its shores, may atlast be fad-
ing. Clinton began down the rap-
prochement road in 1998 by intro-
ducing some flexibility in the
40-year-old US embargo, allowing
direct flights to Cuba and permit-
ting exiles to sénd money home.
That followed the Pope’s historic
visit to Cuba, which prompted Cas-
tro fo allow Christrmas celebrations.

Private US trade missions have
been visiting Cuba in increasing
numbers and bisinesses have been

amplifying calls for ending the em-
bargo. Polls show the Americans
siowly shedding their dim view of
Cuba. An ABC poll taken this
month, showed that 47 per cent of
Americans now believe the US
should re-establish the ties cut after
Cuba’s 1959 revolution, against just
38 per cent two years ago. And 47
per cent want an end to the em-
bargo, up from 35 per cent in 1998.
A Gallup poll found that the num-
ber of Americans who had had a
“very unfavourable” view of Cuba,
shrunk from 41 per cent in 1996 to
just 24 percent in 1999.

And little Elian mmay be thecata-
tyst to more change, experts say. “It
fias put the two govermments on the
same side of an issue, they have
worked together towards a com-
mon objective, and that improves

petween

the atmosphere,” said Wayne

- Smith, a fofmer US charge daf-

ha. Both of this year’s
eking to replace Clin-
atic Vice President Al
Gore arid Republican George W
Bush, have backed the Cuban-
American | community, which
sought to tuym the Elian battle into
-a fight against Castro.

James Liindsay of the Brookings -
Bstinition,d Washington think-tank,
agrees that JUS-Cuban relations are
on a “conginuum” towards rap-
i, but does’t see any
anges “Bill Chinton, inthe fi-
nal monthg of his tenure, isn't going
to gain mugh by cosying up to Cas-
appened in this particu-

Lt their interests aligned

faires in Cu
candidatessg
ton, Demod

—AFP
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Home in Havan
A

TRAORDINARY saga of six-year-old Elianl Gonzalez
tells us something about today’s America. Elian und
escaped Fidel Castro’s Cuba to enter the United 8tates. His
mother died en route and young Elian ended up alone in
Miami. Under normal circumstances, there would have been no
dispute over what happened next. Had he been an impoverished
Haitian, he would have heen deported at once as an undesirable
alien. But because of his nationality, the six-year old became a
hero to Mismi’s wealthy and well-connected Cuban exile com-
munity. For the exiles, the boy came to represent a gymbal of
resistance to Castro’s Cuba.

The easy way out for the US Government would havg been to
let the exiles keep Elian in Miami. He had relatives in that city
and was assured a far better standard of living than the one he
has escaped in Cuba, Indeed, this is what many politicians —
including Vice President Al Gore, who wants the Cubans to vote
for him in October — would have preferred. But thg Justice
Department took a legalistic view. Elian was too young to,
decide about his future. That task went to the next of kin, As his
mother was dead, it was up to Elian’s father to decide whether
the boy should remain in Miami or return to Cuba, Af Elian’s
mother had been estranged from his father Juan Miguel and
had hoped to give the boy a new life in Miami away from
Juan Miguel, it was clear what would happen next.
Juan Miguel asked for the return of his son to Cuba and the US
: Government agreed.
i Was this the right decision? All things considered, probably,

yes. It is true that Elian would have had a better life (inmateri-
al times) in Miami and that had his mother survived, he would
have been separated from Juan Miguel. But ultimately, when a
child is too young to decide and only a single parent rempains, it
is best to let that parent make all decisions about the| child's
future, It is to the credit of the US Government that it tgok this
position despite the opposition of the Cuban exiles, On¢ of the
_advantages of being a President in the last few months of your
term is that you can do the right thing rather than the expedient
cne. Mence, Bill Clinton's support for the Justice
Department’s decision.
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Army ignores G

stands

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
CHILE, MARCH 12

; nfazed by outrage over its
l I support for ex-dictator
Augusto  Pinochet, the
Chilean Army on Friday refterated
its stance in a statement certain to
stir further controversy.

The- renewed expression of
support came just one week after
Pinochet’sreturn to Chile and one
daty before Ricardo Lagos, a long-
time foe of the ex-strongman, was
to be sworn in as President.

“I want toexpress the great sat-
isfaction felt by this entirc institu-
tion over the return home of Gen-
eral Augusto Pinochet...and our
willingness to continue offering
him any support possible,” said
General Ricardo Tzurieta, Com-
mander in Chief of the Army.
Speaking to journalists, [zurietare-
iterated his condemnation of what
he said was Pinochet’s “unjust and
prolonged detention abroad”.

Pinochet, 84, returned to Chile
on March 3 after authorities in
Britain decided not to extradite
him to Spain because a medical re-
pott showed he was unfit to stand
trial.

The Chilean Government had

lawsuits in Chile in connecti
with thousands of deaths,

for joining a complaint against
client. The Council for the Defende
of the State had announced it h
joined a complaint

nents were killed. Rodriguez told

vt snub,

Fotirpg

Radio Agricultura that in doing so,
the CDE—which represents the fe-
galinterests of the state— “is taking
an active role in giving help tothose
who want general Pinochet to be
condemned”.

The attormney also criticised
what he said was undue pressure

-on the courts. “Every day there are
people with microphones and
megaphones shouting toward the
judicial branch,” he said. He fur-
ther said it was unlikely a request to
11ft his client’s immunity would be

granted.
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W D(Pawn in a power game

- ministration, much to the dis-
The Cuban youn ter 1ay of the Cuban exiles and law-

Elian Gonzales, ha
become a political \
football in a
three-way contest
among the
anti-Castro exiles,
Washington and
Havana. SRIDHAR
KRISHNASWAMI
takes a look at the
ongoing controversy.

FIT had keen any other six-
year-old tragically or other-
wise separared from his par-
ent, the United States
Immigration and Naturalisation
Service (INS) would have made
sure that the child was sitting in
the [ap of either the father or the
mother at the earliest, In facr, left
to the INS, Flian Gonzales would
have been doing the same after
he was miraculously saved in the
seas trying to enter the 1.5,
But Elizn Genzales is not just
“any other” child. e has the
“distinction” of being born in
Cuba and that makes all the dif-
ference to a group of people in
the 1.5, w hnqe obsession in the
last 40 years has been two things
— Cuba and Mr. Fidel Castro.
Take this obsession and add the
elections ol 20007 the result is not
just an international tug-of-war
taking place acrpss I]]e Florida
Straits, but crass politics that can
come down to any level,

Elian has been in the limelight
since lds[ November when hls
mother “itlegally” lefll Cuba
along with him to seek better
fimes in the U.5.

Unfurtunately for the six-year-
old, his mother and ten others
died in a shipwreck trying to re-
ach American shbres; and since
then the Cuban youngster has
become a political football, not
between official Washington and
Havana but in a three-way con-
test among the anti-Castro Cu-
ban exiles in Florida, the
administration in  Washington
and Havana.

The TNS kicked off a storm of
protests in the UJ.S. when it ruled
that Elian must be reunited with
his father in Cuba. Some of this
was based on the assessment
that Tlian was neither an Amer-
ican citizen nor a permanent res-
ident and was too young to seek
political asylum.

The ruling — perceived 1 be
the right one in several quarters
— was endorsed by the Clinton

makers who depend on their
voles.

In fact, Jawmakers, especially
from Florida, keen on taking the
matter ouc of the jurisdiction of
courts and the INS rushed for the
legislative option — the intro-
duction of the Gonzales Citizen-
ship Bill that would grant Elian
American citizenship or perma-
nent residency, at least,

At an age when Elian con hard-
ly understand the third rate po-
litical circus being played out on
either side of the Florida Straits,
the Clinton administration is
finding itself between a rock and

a hard place. In terms of law and
the legal aspect surrounding the
Elian case the dd]‘mnlﬂmlmn is
being reminded — and is con-
vinced — that the righrtul place
for the child is with his father in
Cuba.

It there is vne thing going for
the administration it is that a

majority of opinion polls have
shown |that most Americans
think thiit the boy should be re-
united with his father. And if the
momentumn for the Gonzales Ci-
tizenship BRill died down it was
because [several lawmakers soon
came 1o realise that their constit-
uents were a part ol the main-
stream thinking or simiply could
not carefless.

The idea of "thrusting” Amer-
ican citidenship on Elian or per-
haps paving the way for a “green
card™ enpbling him ta decide for
himself His status later did nor go
down wall with ordinary Amer-
fcans some of whom were ap-
palled tHat they had to sit out
several viears for the process to
be completed or compared the
situation|to the plight of others
who land in the 1.5, after having
gone thriough a similar night-
mare in the seas and afrer having
forked ot thousands to unscru-
pulous agents.

But thare was a different angle

—

Six-yearold Elian Gonzales with a relative in Miami ...

at the

centre of a controversy

as well and ane that was e(_h‘o{ﬂ-
not just in the 1.5, but by coun- ‘
tries such as France and Russia. |
“If Elian were an American boy
illegally taken by his divorced
mother 1o another country and
she had died in the process, we
would have insisted that the boy
be returned to his father in the
U.S. To attempt to make Flian a
citizen defies precedent and puts
the 1.5, in conflict with interna-
tional law,"” wrote a reader in the i
Letters to The Editor of The i
Washington Post. ‘

Far the most part Americans
— and 1o 4 large extent the au-
thorities in Havana including Mr.
Castro — understand that the
bottemline is something differ-
ent; and sumething very difficult !
to shake off. |

And it has become even more
difficult in an election vear when |
there is a race to appease or mol- |
lify certain politically active |
groups. Florida is a State that °
cannot be wished away.

The  political  compulsions
seem stronger in a “‘national”
perspective, if one were to facter
in what the leading Presidential
candidates of the wwo parties
have said. And in many ways lhe
“national’” candidates with an
eyve on the vote bank in Florida —
at the time of primaries or actual
voting on Novemnber 7, 2000 —
have come out loeoking no better
than the iocal pcliticians.

The leading Republican candi-
date, Mr. George W. Bush, whose
brother, Mr. Jebb Bush, is the
Governor of Florida, has said that
if he were in the Senate he would
vote “yes' to the Gonzales Citi-
zenship Bill; and other Republi-
can candidates have said that
Elian should not be repatriated
to Cuba,

The Democratic front-runner,
the Vice-President, Mr. Albent
Gore, differed with his boss and
argued that the case must be ap-
pealed in higher courts; but Mr.
Bill Bradley opined that he was
“reluctant” to second guess the
INS.

Tn all the noise, the Clinton ad-
ministration is trying not to lose
the larger perspective — manag-
ing relations with Havana in a
changing environment.

For, there is a perception that
anti-Castro exile groups are us-
ing the Elian case to hang on to
their political influence which
seems (0 be on the wane; and
there is the growing objection to
the continuing unilateral sane- i
tions against Cuba which the |
American business community |

feels is hurting only the U8, !
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U.S.-Cuba 4,
scramble fighters

over [lavana., \

HAVANA: Cuba and the Unite
States scrambled fighter jets ove
the Florida straits when an Ameri
can pilot buzzed Havana itlegally t
drop anti-Communist leaflets cail
ing President Fidel Castro an *ol
dingsaur.”

A major confrontation was
avoided on Saturday, however, as
the small Cessna 172, piloted by
Vietnamese-born, 51-year-old ““stri
dent anti-Communist™, was guide
back to Florida wnharmed afte
dumping hundreds of pamphlets o
the Coban capital.

It was the first unauthorise
flight into Cuban airspace since Ha.
vana shot down two planes flow
near the Caribbean island by the
Miami- based exile group, brothers
to the rescue, in 1996, Four pilots
were killed in that incident.

“For this plane to arrive on Sun-
day out of the blue is shocking,” a
U.S. official told Rearers..Fortu-
nately, everybody behaved proper-
ly, and a shootdown was aveided.”

The single-engine Cessna Hew|
low across the 96-mile (145-km) sea|
division to avoid radar detection as|
it invaded Cuban airspace shortly|
before La.m.GMT

As the plane circled over Ha-
vana, Cuba launched fwo MIG
fighter jets to force it back north to-
wards Florida, U.S. sources said.
The 1.8, Air force then sent aloft
an F-16 to monitor and provide
protection as the plane returned.

The U.S. customs service con-
firmed details of the incident, and
said the Cessna’s pilot was a “stri-
dent anti-Communist” with no ap-
parent ties to Mr Castro’s exiled
foes in Miami.”

Cuban officials were not avail-
able for comment, and state media
did not mention the incident.

tlavana residents said they saw
the plane fly over the coast from
the north, then along Havana’s
seafront Malecon Bounlevard, be-
! fore swooping over the old Havana
quarter. /Aeuters;
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Elian’s re
to Cubas

/1 (\r T\P AN N
/ Miami, Jan. 8 (AP): In efforiy td,

/ fprevent Elian Genzalez's retukn

: to Cuba, an anti-Castro lawmake

¢ subpoenaed him to testify beforea

congressional committee and one

of his Miami relatives sought to
become his legal guardian.

Rep. Dan Burtoen said he sub-
poenaed 6-year-old Elian to testify
before the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform on February 10, so
he remains in
the  country
while the
courts consid-
er his case.

About
supporters
cheered wildly
vesterday as
Elian — hold-
ing the subpoe-
na in front of
his face while
being held atoft
by a relative —
appeared out-
side the house where he has been
staving with relatives.

He gave the peace sign before
heading back indoors.

But in Cuba, Elian’s father was
angry about Burton's subpoena,

“What right deoes thai man
have?" Juan Miguel Gonzalez said
during a news conference in his
hometown of Cardenas. “1 am the
father of Elian and immigration
has said that I am the only one
who can speak for him,

100

Elian Gonzalez:

“Why shouid it(be delaved?
Who is he? He is no one. 1 am the
father.”

flian was found Thanksgiving
Day clinging to an inner tube at
gea after hjs mother, stepfather
and eight gther people drowned
while tryirg to reach Florida by

was placed with his
and great-aunt in
Miami, but the
Immigration

and Nalurali-
sation Service
ruled Wednes-
dav that he
must be re-
turned to his
father in Cuba
by January 14.
The decision

touched  off

. protests ip the

5 Cuban-Ameri-

. a rauni-

Small victery (tjyn comraunl
Family spokesman Armando

Gutierrez|said yesterday’s news
rejuvenatpd Elian's Miami reia-
tives, wha have spent much of the
last two nionths dealing with the
internatignal custody battle.

Burton, the committee chair-
man, said he “issued a subpoena
to Elian Gonzalez to ensure that
no precipitous action is taken
antil the [Florida state court can
adequate]y address the Gonzalez
case.”

THE TELEGRAPM
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WASHINGTON

A8 Miami radio station

_Auban b\gy’s custody to|father upheld

US. attorney general
Janet Reno upheld a
decision giving cus-
tody of Elian Gonza-
lez to his Cuban fa-
ther and has said any
challenge to that rul-
ing must come in
federal rather than
state court,

To allow the six-
vear-old boy’s Flori-
da relatives time 1o
challenge the federal
decision, Reno on
Wednesday wrote to
their lawyers that |
the government is
postponing its  Fri-
day deadline for
turning him over tor
return to Cuba. She
did not give a new
deadline or say what
steps  the federal
government  might
take next (o conforce
its decision.

Reno brushed

Wednesday, Cuban
migrant Nivaldo
Fernandez  Ferran
broke his silence on
the disaster that led
to an intcrnational
custody battle aver
the boy.

“She just wanted
to save her son. My
son, my son. she
kept saving” Fer-
nandez told Radio
Mambi, a Spanish-
language radio sta-
tion linked to the
Cuban exile causc.
He said seven peo-
ple who survived the
sinking hung on 1o
three inner tubes
and tried to keep to-
acther.

Elisabet gave
Elian her coat and
last remaining waler,
he said. “She asked
him, "Are you cold?
and he said. "Yes, 'm

aside a state court
ruling on Monday

Elian Gonzalez hugs his great uncle in
before leaving for Cuba to join his father.

cold, Mama.” so she
ook off her coat.

that the boy must re-
main in the U.S. until a March 6 hearing, She said the
state court order “*has no force or effect™ on the lmmi-
gration and Naturalisation Service’s decisien ir the
case,

“The question of who may speak for a six-year-old
child in applving for admission or asylum is a matter
of federal immigration law,” Reno wrote. The ques-
tion of who speaks for the boy “remains one of feder-
al.not state. law.”

Meanwhile, a survivor of the shipwreck from which
Elian was plucked by rescuers has said Efian’s moth-
er, Elisabet, gave her coat and fast fresh water bottle
to the boy as they clung 1 inner tubes in the seas he-
tween Florida and Cuba after their boat capsized. car-
ing for him until they drifted apart.

Recounting Elian’s last hours with his mother 1o a

THE TIMES
18 AN

She gave him water.
“We all fought to save ourselves, but she only wanted
to save the ljfe of her son. ... At every moment she
looked after the bov until she lost her Hfe” he said.

Elian did qot actually see her die. Fernandez said.
The tubes separated during the night and she drifted
away in the dark.

“He was viety quiel. He never cried.” he said. Ac-
cording to the US Coust Guard. seven people died
when the boa) sank. and seven managed 1o cling 10 the
inner tubes. But only three —- Elian. Fernandeg. 33.
and a 23-yearntold woman — eventually survived.

Under the |US “wet feet, dry feet™ policy.
who reach the US are gencrailv allowe
those intercepted at sea are usually
dreds of Cu x¢
tempting to

INDIA
10D



PINOCHET LET [OFF

" vk .
- 5w Buthome may not be so sweet | \
IT appears that Gen Pinochet, responsibie for tonure,)klll-
ings and disappearances during one of the darlest periolls of
Chile’s history, should be headed home zoon, safe from those
who would have him prosecuted for human rights erimed, as
© requests for extraditing him are failing in a British court. The
- court cited a medical report which showed him @nfit to stand
trial, but the report is not avaitahle to prosecuti g counsel, on
grounds of privacy. It {s irenic that such cgtra -dinary legal
privileges should be extended to someone who made minge-
meat of legal and democratic rights in Chile. du ing his vears
in power from 1973 to 1990. Pinochet has influential friends in
the British establishment, most prominent am ng whom is
Margaret Thatcher who has been vocsl on|his hehalf.
According to some sources h:s report indicates| mental and
| physical illness, but the former diagnosis could a ply to many
. repressive dictators. If Hitler had been captured afler World
' War I, would he have been let oif an 1he ground of insanity?
¢ There is no doubt, however, that the general [is physically
+ very ill and may not have long it» live. This could account for
the indecent haste home secretary Jack Straw showed in
bringing 10 an end extradition proveedings against Pinochet;
+ the British government may not want to have the general die
on their hands, complicating reiations with Chjle. In Chije
itself there are now calls to bring him to trial, ¢
satisfying outcome, no doubt, would be if he were
his own country. It is not known, however, whet,
are merely a ploy to get him back. comparable
assurances of arresting the hijackers of the Indian Airlines
aircraft if they set foot on Pakistani soil. Be that ak it may, the
open voicing of such calls are bound to affect his s{anding, and
increasing testimony about torture and repressio during his
rule are appearing in the Chilean press. Chile n Ly 800N join
other Latin American countries and South Afvica {n beginning
to acknowiedge terrible authoritarian pasts, ahd bringing
some of the offenders to book. That may have been the mest
positive outcome of Pinochet's vear of confinement in Britain,
and attend}nt publicity putting vhe spotlight on pdst abuses.

%

o Pakistan’s
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S5ANTIAGO, J.‘?Jn. lTF — My
Ricardo Lagos has been elocted
Chile’s first socialist President
since Mr Salvador Allende. Mr
Lagos narrowly defeated
(lonservative rival, Mr Joaguin
Lavin, in a runoff election that
focussed more an Chile's eco-
nomic future than on its vio-

lent past.
Mr Lavin,§
who once N

worked in the
government of i
the former dic- B
tator, General
Augustoll
FPinochet, con- |8
ceded defeat B8
after voting [
yesterday, and
went to Mr
Lagos’ cam-
paign head-
quarters in
Santiago to
congratulate
him. Mr Lagos’
supporters cheered wildly as
the two appeared on a balcony
and hugged each other with
their wives at their sides.

A moderate socialist, Mr
Lagos has distanced himself
from the radical brand of
Marxism espoused by Mr
Allende, whose government
was toppled in a bloedy 1973
military coup led by Gen.
Pinochet. Mr Lagos was the
candidate of the Centre-Left
coalition that has governad
Chile since the end of the
Pinochet dictatorship in 1990.

Mr Lagos spoke with
President Eduardo Frel in a
telephone conversation broad-
cast on television.

“Our coalition guarantees
equilibrium and stability for

Mr Ricardo Lages

Chile.” said Mt Lagos, whose
socialists are partners with Mr
Frei's Christiah Democrats in
the coalitio known as
Concertacion,

Mr Lavin waged one of the
¢losest races in decades for a
Conservative dandidate, fore-

ing Sunday’s rynoff after hold-
ing Mr Lagos|to a tie in the |

first round of voting on 12

Décember. -
“We shouldn'i b
:4d because we
d a spectacular
mber of votes,”
told support-

{1l prevail”.
inochet trial:

pledged “to heal

tory, while let-
its course, adds
AFP.

Many of the thousands of sup-
porters listenipg to his speech
vesterday, wanted to see for-
mer dictator Augusto Pinochet
stand trial. |As Mr Lagoes
pledged that ynder his govern-
ment all would be equal before
the law, the crowd ip
Constitution Square here
roared: “Trial for Pinochet!”

Whaile Mr Lages has support-
¢d the current] Chilean govern-
ment's demands that the for-
mer dictaton be sent home
rather than faee trial in Spain,
he has also previously made 1%
clear that he wants Pinochet to
face the courtq in Chile.

THE STATESMAN
18 JAN 200

wounds that -



SA nudges Ec ador

|uniq fo. ste,

VLJ-)

ASSOCIATED PRESS }" :

QUITO (Ecuador), Jan. .2
Ecuador’s military chief sa1d
early today that a three-man
prowswnai junta that took
power after a chaotic rebellion
had been dissolved and that
the Vice President would
assume power.

Military chief Gen. Carlos
Mendoza said in an interview
on Eeuador Radio that he had
joined the junta to “prevent
bloodsHed” and that he had left
the presidential palace with
rebellious troaps after mid-
night. There was no immediate
word on when or if Vice
President Gustave Noboa
would assume the presidency.
Nor was there any confirma-
tion that President Jamil
Mahuad had resigned the
office.

e w  Gen. Mendoza said his deci-

sion to dissolve the junta came
after discussions with US offi-
cials. The development fol-
lowed a ¢onfusing whirlwind of
events that began yesterday
when Indian rebels joined by
junior military officers stormed
the Supreme Court and
Congress demanding Mv
Mahuad’s ouster.

(Gen. Mendoza. chairman of
Fceuador's joint chiefs and
defence minister since last
weaek, later requested Mr
Mahuad's resignation, and the
President abandaned the presi-
dential palace.

Yeores of heavily armed sol-
diers in combal fatigues tonk

ovier the palace and Gen.
Mendoza announced late on
Friday the formation of a
three-man provisional junta
congisting of him, an Indian

PREBLURANY

own

l¢ader and a former Supreme
ourt judge. But Ecuador’s
ighbours and the USA stri-
dently ohjected, and US offi-
clals said any overthrow of the
chnstitutional order would
ean a severing of aid from
Washington and a boycott by
international investors.

Mr Carlos Solorzano, the for-
er Supreme Court Judge who
was part of the junta, told AP
that Mr Mahuad would be
tried, although he did not spee-
for  what. Many
cuadoreans accuse Mr
Mahuad of protecting corrupt
hankers and officials.

(ten. Mendoza told reporters
that the junta did not know Mr
Mahuad’s whereabouts.

In his only public appearance
df the day. Mr Mahuad insisted
d¢n TV that he had no intention
¢f stepping down.
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FROM CLIFFORD KRAUSS ° ;/\‘

Santiago, Jan. 23: The Chilean
govermment and armed forces
bave decided that there will be no
official  welcoming ceremony
should Gen. Augusto Pinochet re-
turn to Chile in the coming days
from Londen, where he has been
under house arrest on human
rights charges for 15 months.

The government hopes to dis-
courage strong reactions by both
the former diciator’s supporters
and his detractors on his return,
which is expected as eaily as this
week,

After his arrest on a Spanish
warrant in October 1998, there

. were weeks of demonstrations by
. his supporters as well as by
" human rights groups that mo-
i bilised in suppert of a Spanish

Judge hoping to extradite the gen-
eralto stand trial it Madrigd.

But the intensity of the reac-
tions here has subsided through

" the months of legal procedures, so

much so that the news from l.on-
don that a team of doetors had
tound Pinochet 100 i1l to stand
trial brought little public re-
SpoTISe.

British home secretary Jack
Straw. who is reviewing appeals
by human rights groups to release
the medical examination results,
is expected to anniounce this week
whether the general will return
home,

_Chilerolls’
red carpe
tor Pmoch

\

hile has digpatched an air

be had a residence. or to Santiago.
Officials say the fop military com-
manders wil welcome him.

“He is going|to have a recep-
tion given by themilitary authori-
ties,” said defepice minister Ed-
munda Perez Yoma, “bur there
willnot be any Kind of pubiic cere-
mony. Most likely he will check
into the military hospita) for an
extensive examination.”

Both human rights wroups and
Pinochet supporters will probahly
demonstrate oytside the hospital.
But Congresswoman lsabel Al-
lende. danghtér of Salvador Al-
lende, the President wha died dur-
ing the coup fod by the genera.,
said she expected a subducd reac-
tion Lo his retyrn.

“The day| Jack Straw an-
nounced thel examination re-
sules,” she satd. “only 50 people
gathered at tHe Pinochet Founda-
tion. | saw they had 20 people
demonstrating owtside the British
embassy. He's coming back to a
different country. The right has
washed their hands of him, ase-
rially Joaquin Cavin, who during
his presidential campaign com-
pletely distanced himself from
him.” Lavip narrowly lost ihe
presidentin} race [ast week to Ri-
cardo Lagos| a moderate soeialist,

NEW VORK TIWES w;u{ SERVICL |
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,_,,-/""'/E|ian’s ordealﬁﬁkes on m

WASHINGTON, JAN. 29. The six-year-old boy at
the centre of an international custody battle
was feted on Friday as an “anti- imperialist”

\ icon in his Cuban homeland and compared “gentine guerilla who helped bring Mr. Castr

to Che Guevara. \ \')
The political idolisatioh of Eliﬁ onzalez
in Cuba, where his pictyre was carried by
thousands of students on a torchlit march
through Havana, contrasied with his treat-
ment in Miami, where he i staying with rela-

| tives. The boy's rescue from the sea off

Florida, where he floated for almosi three
days after a shipwreck thaf cost the life of his
mother and nine other would-be refugees,
has been hailed as miraculous.

Some Cuban-Americans are beginning to
speak of the little boy in quasi-religious terms
as a representation of the “salvation” of their
isiand home from communism. Back in Ha-
vana, where a two-month campaign has been
waged 1o bring Elian home, the regime of Mr.
Fidel Castre used the anniversary of the birth
of a 19th-century independence fighter as its
latest forum for demanding the boy’s return.
In speeches marking the 147th anniversary of
the hirth of Jose Marti, Communist Party offi-
cials said Elian had become “converted for

ever into a symbol of the crimes and injustic-
s ~
! ——

e

es that imperialism is capable of committin
against an innocent child”.

_ The comparison with Che Guevara, the An-

L=

to power in 1959, was made in a front-pag
editorial in the official daily paper Granmag.
Elian’s father, Mr. Juan Miguel, has called rd
peatedly for the return of his son. Both Mr.
Juan Miguel's mother and his ex-wife's moih-
er have been travelling around America,
meeting the boy on Wednesday and lobbyirlg;

1]

members of Congress.

Meanwhile, his great-uncles and cousins
Miami have been taking court action to keep
him in Flerida. There, his value to political
activists in the anti-Castro movement has
been augmented by rumours about Flianfs
survival that have turned the story into a mif-
acle tale. One bystander waiting for a rare
appearance of the boy outside the house in
Miami's Litthe Havana district said: “Like Ggd
saved Moses from the water, so he saved
Flian. God has a purpose for him. That’s why
he was saved.”

Stories about his ordeal at sea have taken
on mythical aspects. One circulating amotg
the 800,000-strong Cuban community ‘in

Miami is that Elian told the fishermen whao
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thical halo

found him that dolphins had warded off
sharks as he clung to an inner tube. Cam-
paigners have printed 200,000 postcards with
a picture by a local artist showing the boy
riding three dolphins beneath a beacon of
supernatural light, They are urging locals to
send the cards to the White House.

When 100 dolphins recently beached
themselves in the Florida Keys, some in Little
Havana said it was a protest by the animals
against a decision by the U.S. Immigration
and Naturalisation Service (INS) to send the
boy home. On Friday, Elian’s Miami relatives
denied that they had offered to pay the boy’s
father in exchange for custody of his son.
They sought to counter a claim made by the
INS as it went to court to fight their federal |
lawsuit to block Elian’s return to Cuba. :

The INS cited an interview with Mr. Gon-
zalez in Cuba last year in which he said the
Miami family had offered him money and
had pressured Elian to stop him returning to
Cuba. A spokesman for the Miami relatives,
said: “If they had offered Juan Miguel two
million dollars he would have caught the fas-
test boat in Cuba to come over. “We deny it 41 |
is completely untrue.” — @ Telegraph-Group |
Limited, London, 2000.
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