FROMANAND SOONDAS

Varanasi, May 31: Four years
ago, Rakesh Vij was like any other
22-year-old boy. Commonplace. So
were his dreams. Very middle
class.

He wanted to be a chartered ac-
countant, to get his sister married
and make his brother an engineer.

In the four years that make a
boy a man, Rakesh has changed
like no commonplace 26-year-old.
He now lies in bed, paralysed.
When he speaks, gusts of air es-
cape through the opening left by
five knocked-out teeth in a whis-
tle. Every word is followed by a
desperate snatch for a gulp of air
- he has a deep gash on his neck.

A knock on the door on a win-
ter night in November, 1996,
turned the course of his life. He
was then fresh out of college. Po-
lice, investigating the murder of
one of his friends, picked him up
for questioning.

Three days of torture have left
him an invalid. Bedridden since
1996, he has to be bathed by his fa-
ther and fed by his mother. His
brother religiously cleans the bed
soiled by urine.

“We lost everything,” weeps
Rakesh’s father, Raj Kumar Vij. “I
wanted to make him a famous
man, a chartered accountant.
Now I only pray that he lives for a
few more years. Look what they
have done to him,” he says, remov-
ing Rakesh’s clothes.

The boy winces as he turns
over to show his disfigured back.
His buttocks are covered by elec-
trocution marks; the police also
drove a lathi up his rectum.
Mauled toes stick up from the sole
of hisfeet punctured in numerous
places; hair is yet to grow from the
patches of skin plucked out by five
policemen.

Five policeman — sub-inspec-
tors Rajendra Prasad Singh and
Gorakhnath Shukla, station
house officer R.N. Singh, Gyan
Prakash Pandey and J.P. Singh —
picked up Rakesh after learning
that Sanjay Singh, who was mur-
dered on May 29, 1996, was his
friend. They wanted Rakesh to
identify the criminals.

LD

Rakesh Vij in his Varanasi home.

The night;nare began when
Rakesh told them he had no idea
what the police were talking
about. The enraged bunch of cops
then tried everything to make
Rakesh talk.

“The torture went on for three
whole days,” Rakesh says, every
breath a painful struggle. “I was
hung upside down, they kept me
without food and water for three
days and made me urinate on a
burning electric heater after
which both my kidneys were de-
stroyed.”

Not content, the policemen
poured petrol into his ears and
forced it down his rectum. All this
while, no one could meet him.
Everytime his father tried, he was
beaten up and thrown outside the
police station.

Finally, when his condition
started deteriorating, the cops
took him to Sir Sunderlal Hospi-
tal. But when his father reached
the hospital, he found Rakesh on a
stretcher outside the ward, on the
verge of death. He was taken to
Heritage Hospital, a private nurs-
ing home.

On a petition filed by his fa-
ther, the Allahabad High Court,
on December 16, 1996, directed the
police to pay for Rakesh’s medical
expenses. The police did, but only
for some time. Orders were al-
legedly given to doctors at Her-
itage to discontinue Rakesh’s
treatment.

Rakesh remained in coma for
60 days — a story that made head-
lines in a local vernacular as “the
man who came back from the

dead” — and his medical reports
were sent to the International
Federation of Clinical Chemistry
in Stockholm as a “case study” in
January 1997.

Soon, Rakesh was turned out
of the nursing home. Raj first sold
his sari shop in Varanasi, then the
family’s jewellery was pawned.
Furniture was the next to go.

Sitting in a sparse room with
gaping holes in the walls and the
ceiling, Raj says: “We lost every-
thing. There was no money. Raj-
nesh and Rupsi (Rakesh’s brother
and sister) had to discontinue
their studies. Rupsi now says she
will not marry because there is
barely any money to keep her
brother alive.”

Amnesty International took
up the case on May 16, 1997, and
applied pressure on the National

Human Rights Commissionto “do :

something about Rakesh Vij".
The commission, in an order
dated October 22, 1999, asked the
Uttar Pradesh government to
arrange for Rakesh’s “complete
medical treatment” at either
AIIMS in New Delhi or at the
Sanjay Gandhi Institute in
Lucknow.

It also directed the govern-
ment to provide “immediate inter-
im relief of Rs 10 lakh within one
month”. .

Neither has happened.

“Please tell them to send us
some money soon. I don’t want to
die,” Rakesh says between gasps,
clutching a copy of the human
rights commission report, as if it
were a ticket tolife.
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ights groups urge

Chinatoc
Aiananm

mpensate
victims

By Paul Eckert G ,.Uo The group also decried the brief

BEIJING: Overseas humaa rights
groups called on China on Thurs-
day to release the remaining de-
tained pro-democracy activists and
compensate families of those killed
by Chinese troops around Tianan-
men Square on June 4,1989.

Amnesty International said in a
statement three days before the
11th anniversary of the massacre
that 213 people were still impris-
oned or on medical parole in con-
nection with the pro-democracy
protests.

Beijing continued to harass and
detain Chinese who sought to com-
memorate the dead or win an apol-
ogy or compensation for bereaved

rfamilies, the London-based group
said in a statement.

“The circle of victims widens at
every annual commemoration as
those (who) courageously seek jus-
tice for the victims of the 1989 mas-
sacre are detained or imprisoned
by the authorities,” it said.

Amnesty cited the case of Peng
Cheng, an engineer who was de-
tained on the eve of the 10th an-
niversary last year and sent to a
labour camp for three years for col-
lecting signatures on a petition for
an inquiry into the crackdown.

detention in April of Su Bingxian,
whose son was shot dead in the
rackdown, after she accepted a
small donation for bereaved math-
ers from Lois Wheeler snow, widow
of famed pro-China journalist
Edgar Snow.

A second human rights monitor-
ing group, the New York-based Hu-
man Rights in China, called for in-
ternational pressure on China to
respond to a petition filed to police
last year by Su and another be-
reaved mother, Zhang Xinliang. |

The petition addressed tothe
supreme people’s procuratorate,
with copies sent to top Chinese
leaders, argued that the army’s
killing of peaceful demonstrato
violated Chinese law.

It said that then Premier LNPeng,
a principal decision-maker behind
the massacre, bore primary respon-
sibility for the killings and must
face prosecution. Li now heads
China’s parliament and is ranked
second in the communist party hi-
erarchy.

Few observers expect any official
apology for, or rethink ,of, the
Tiananmen killings while i or oth-
ers linked to the mag#ficre are in
POWET. (Reuters)
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NHRC tells judges to monitor

s prison conditions ©\\

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, Jan. 4. — The
National Human Rights
Commission has asked all High
Court chief justices to instruct
district and sessions judges to
take necessary steps to tackle
overcrowding of prisons and
long pendency of cases.
“Members of the commission
and its officers have visited
prisons in various parts of the
country and have been appaled
by the spectacle of overcrowd-
ing, insanitary conditions and
mismanagement of prison
administration,” the NHRC

, chairman, Mr Justice JS
* Verma, said in his letter.

The Supreme Court had
specifically directed district

and sessions judges to visit
prisons as part of their duty, he
said. “They should make expe-
ditious enquiries into the griev-
ances of the prisoners and take
suitable corrective measures,”
the letter said.

He said lack of sensitivity on
the part of prison staff to the
basic human rights of prisoners
only compounded the problem.

On these visits, the NHRC
was informed that sessions
judges did not visit jails regu-
larly. District committees
headed by a sessions judge or a
district magistrate were also
not meeting regularly to review
the condition of prisoners, Mr
Justice Verma said.

“In most of the jails there is a
predominance of undertrials,

THE STATESMAN
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many of whom hdve committed
petty offences.
guishing in jails,
cases are not being decided
early for reasons, which is not
necessary to reiterate,” he said.
The state prison manuals con-
tain provisions for district and
sessions judges to function as ex-
officio visitors to jails within
their jurisdiction and ensure
that prison inmates are not
denied certain basic minimum
standards of health, hygiene and
institutional treatment, he said.
Mr Justice Verma said the
prisoners are in judicial cus-
tody and hence it is incumbent
upon judges to monitor their
living conditions and ensure
that humane conditions prevail
within the prison walls also.
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Tension is growirg
in communities
divided by religion,
says MICHAEL
BINYON, with
clashes and
intolerance tearing
the world's two
|largest faiths apart

ROM Egypt to Indonesia,
FNigeria to Lebanon, an

upsurge in intercommu-
nal violence has marked the
new millennium as one of the
worst periods of global conflict
between Christianity and
Islam for generations.

All around the edges of the
Muslim world, tension is grow-
ing in communities divided by
religion. Clashes, shootings o
and massacres have highlight- §3." %
ed the atavistic suspicions of those who live in the
borderlands where the tectonic plates of the
world's two largest faiths overlap.

On Monday, Egyptian police finally managed to
quell three days of clashes between Coptic
Christians and Muslims in a town in the south
that left at least 20 Christians dead and 44 others
injured. A curfew was in force, riot police were
patrolling the streets and dozens of people from
both communities were arrested.

Violence broke out in el-Kusheh, a town of
23,000 about 275 miles south of Cairo, after a dis-
pute between a Muslim street vendor and a
Christian shopkeeper. It quickly spread to nearby
villages, where houses and shops were set ablaze
and armed men from both communities
exchanged fire from rooftops.

The government sent Christian and Muslim dig-
nitaries to the region to contain the trouble, and
Pope Shenuda, the Coptic Patriarch, despatched a
fact-finding mission.

Christians make up about 10 per cent of Egypt's
64 million people, and in recent years have com-
plained of discrimination and growing tension
with Islamic fundamentalists.

Further south, in Nigeria, a Muslim leader
warned on Monday that Christians were import-
ing arms after the burning down of four churches
in the northern town of Ilorin two weeks ago, in
retaliation to the killing of a Muslim youth.

The accusation was made by a local Islamic
teacher but quickly denied by Christian leaders,
who called for tolerance in Nigeria, whose 120
millicr. people are almost equally divided between
the two faiths.

On the other side of the globe, soldiers were
hunting for weapons in Indonesia's Spice Islands

after bloody clashes between Christians and
Mpelima +hat killed abont 500 neonle.

Adults point to the collar bone of Sana Salim Hanna in el-Kusheh, Egypt. The 13-
year-old girl has accused police of hanging her upside down by a rope during the
15 days she was held for questioning, and said she broke her arm and collar hone
when the rope slipped. Christian villagers from the town have accused the mostly
Muslim poljge force of brutality during their investigation of the 1998 turders of
{0’\,\ YW\ two Christian men — AP '

i

past year about 1,500 Muslims and Christians
have been killed in a conflict that began with a
dispute between a taxi driver and a local drunk-
ard. The islands were once held up as a model of
religious tolerance.

In Lebanon, where Christians and Muslims
fought a bloody 15-year civil war, clashes contin-
ued between Sunni extremists and the army.

Pro-Chechen Muslim activists were blamed for
firing a rocket grenade into the Russian Embassy
in Beirut.

Besides these new outbreaks of violence, clashes
continued in areas where religious differences
have fuelled ethnic tensions. The war in
Chechnya, pitting Muslim militants against the
Russian army, reached a new intensity as
Russian forces fought their way into Grozny.

In Kosovo, tensions remained high after a spate
of revenge killings of Serbs by Albanian militants.
The uneasy peace in Bosnia, where Muslims
fought a three-year war against Orthodox Serbs
and Catholic Croats, has stalled the withdrawal of
international forces after warnings that conflict
could again break out if the peacekeepers pull out.

There is still no prospect cither of a swift with-
drawal of UN forces from Cyprus, still divided
after repeated clashes between the Muslim Turks
and Christian Greeks, culminating in war in
1974.

In Sudan, where Islam holds sway only in the
north, the 30-year uprising by Christians and
Animists in the south against rule from
Khartoum, and in particular the proposal to intro-
duce Sharia (Islamic law), is still far [vom
resolved.

Peace initiatives by Egypt, Libya and the
Organisation for African Unity have failed to end
the sporadic hostilities. Further round the globe, a
Muglim nmwising acainst Asia's onlv Christian
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/fI S rights body rallies
« for Muivah’s release

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT

Shillong, June 8: The New York-
based International Federation
for the Protection of the Rights of
Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and
other Minorities has expressed
concern over the detention of Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagal-
im (Isak-Muivah) general secre-
tary Thuingaleng Muivah in Thai-
land.

A joint statement issued
through the Internet by the Un-
represented Nations Peoples’ Or-
ganisation and the international
federation for the minorities re-
cently said Muivah’s inability to
participate in the ongoing negoti-
ations with the Centre could re-
sult in the “breakdown of a fragile
ceasefire in Nagaland.”

The 67-year-old Naga leader
was drrested in Bangkok interna-
tional airport on January 19 after
he tried to enter Thailand on a
forged South Korean passport.
Muivah was rearrested on Janu-
ary 29 while trying to leave the
country, after jumping bail, from
Hat Yai airport in southern Thai-
land. “We understand that the
court case is a technical one con-
cerning the use of improper travel

documents, but the political rami-
fications are considerable,” the
statement said. It said failure to
resolve the issue quickly “could
result in a breakdown of the cease-
fire in Nagaland, which would be
tragic for the people of that region
as well as for India.”

Muivah was sentenced to one
year’s imprisonment by a
Songkhla court for trying to leave
the country using false travel doc-
uments and is being tried in a
Bangkok court for entering the
country using false papers and for
forging a passport stamp.

The joint statement pointed
out that the formal ceasefire
agreement will end this July and
expressed apprehension that
Muivah’s absence may be detri-
mental to the peace process in Na-
galand.

The UNPO had also appealed
to Thai Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai last month to “immedi-
ately release” the NSCN(I-M) gen-
eral secretary for restoration of
peace in Nagaland.

UNPO secretary-general
Erkin Alptekin had said there is
growing international concern
about the situation in Nagaland
and the tension that is mounting

there as a result of the absence of -
negotiations with the Union gov-
ernment due to Muivah’s deten-
tion.

Education conference: A secre-
tary-level conference on educa-
tion for the seven northeastern
states will be held here on Mon-
day.

Official sources said the state
representatives are likely to in-
clude the issue of non-lapsable
pool of funds created for the north-
eastern states in the agenda. The
bureaucrats will also deliberate
on the topic of taking up a “holis-
tic approach” for educational de-
velopment of all the states of the
region, the sources added.

“They are alsolikely to discuss
the Sharba Siksha Abhijan,” the
sources said, adding that all the
northeastein states except Sikkim
have confirmed their participa-
tion in the conference.

Union education secretary
(school and higher education)
M.K. Kaw, Union educatlon secre-
tary (elementary educ
literacy) A. Mulhck
retary in the Unj

istry in charge/6f the Northeast
J.K. Pillai ageflikely to attend the
conferenc
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/erlstlan body \©.
asks NHRC to \\ o

probé co conversion

BHUBANESWAR: The Global
Council of Indian Christians on Fri-
day urged the National Human
nghts Commission (NHRC) to in-
vestigate into the recent “conver-
sion” of Christians to Hindus at
Manoharpur in Orissa.

The NHRC should also probe
into selective implementation of
Orissa freedom of religion act in or-
der to ensure that Article 14 and 15
of the constitution are upheld by
the state, Sajan K. George, national
convener of the Bangalore-based
organisation said in a letter.

Urging the commission to guar-
antee the rule of law, he alleged
that the “saffron brigade was call-
ing the shots in Orissa.”

The letter, which was released to
the press here, said Manoharpur is
yet to overcome the shock of brutal
killing of Australian missionary
Graham Staines and his two sons.
The adjoining areas also witnessed
the murder of father Arul Doss and
a Muslim trader S.K. Rehman. 7
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,India a land of abuse:

' Amnes&x Igtern%tional

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

1

NEW DELHI, June 17. — The emergence of new
patterns of abuse including increasing attacks
on human rights organisations and a rise in
communal violence marks India’s record in the
area of human rights for the year 1999 in the
Amnesty International’s annual report 2000.

Iterating many of the international organisa-
tion’s long-standing criticisms of the Indian gov-
ernment, the Amnesty has also pointed to link-
ages between the attacks on minorities and
right-wing Hindu groups following the BJP’s
return to power.

The report also refers to the enactment of a leg-
islation within the country which does not con-
form fully to international standards.

While most charges are those of continuing fail-
ure of the state to protect rights, of active or pas-
sive connivance in acts of violations, failure to
take action against the perpetrators and even
direct acts of violations by agencies of the state
in some areas, the report also documents a new
and worrying phenomenon, the increasing trend
of attacks and restrictions on organisations
working in the areas of securing and protecting
human rights.

Groups working on a range of issues including
caste discrimination, domestic violence and
trade union rights, says Amnesty “came under
attack from both the state and other powerful
interests throughout 1999”.

Citing examples, the organisation goes on to
say the government “imposed increased adminis-
trative restrictions on human rights organisa-
tions. Several organisations, including those
involved in an advertisement campaign at the
time of elections to raise concern about the gen-
der policies of the BJP, were threatened with
having their registration withdrawn.”

The report also comments on the anti-terrorism
legislation of the government, both at the central

and state lele , and the widespgead powers it
seeks to accord to\the police to arrest and detajn
without trial.

The proposed Bill for prevention of terrorism,
Amnesty says, rethins many features of Tada.
The organisation also refers to the continued use
of Tada despite the fact that it had lapsed in
1995, saying the lapsed law was used in Jammu
and Kashmir to detain people by linking them to
on-going cases filed before 1995. Also mentioned
is the detention of the Hurriyat leaders under
the Jammu and Kashmir’s Public Safety Act,
which the Amnesty says, “appeared to be puni-
tive in character”.

The Maharashtra Control of Organised Clé}‘ge\‘
Ordinance, enacted in February, the report says;
“gives the police widespread powers to intercept
communications and allows for arrest, detention
and trial procedures which do-not conform fully
to international standards.”

However the report takes cognisance of the fact
that the Preventior of Terrorist Activities bill in
Tamil Nadu was Withdrawn after strong objec-
tions to the legislation which bore many similar-
ities to TADA.

The Amngsty report records that disappear-
ances continued both in Jammu and Kashmir
and Assam. In Jammy and Kashmir attempts by
relatives to establish the fate of individuals “con-
tinued to be obstructed by the state, the security
forces~and.a.n'madequate legal system.”

Other criticism contained in the report relates
to the continuing vulnerability of socially and
economically weaker sections of society to
human rights abuges, Attacks, often with the
connivance of police and local authorities on
dalit communities and tribal people were com-
mon place. Attacks on religious minorities —
most notably Muslims and Christians, says the
report, continued to increase with widespread
allegations that they were carried out directly or
in connivance with right wing Hindu groups.
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MOCKERY QF JUSTICE!
Police c&%‘%murd\ggﬁd crimingy go free

ACTS not in dispute in the case of Brother Gdprge being

beaten to death in Mathura are, briefly, that it was unpro-
voked, it took place in the courtyard of his church and that
there was an eye-witness, his cook, Vijay Ekka who watched
in horror from the church. Within hours, Ekka is hauled off to
the police station and abused. He is not produced before a
magistrate and held illegally for seven days. The motive could
not have been robbery as a TV set, a VCR, a mobile phone and
several thousand rupees were left untouched. Brothers of the
order who tried to help Ekka and bring him food were led a
merry dance as to his whereabouts. Ekka dies in custody and
the marks on his body suggest torture and violence. Two
policemen who try to bury him quickly fail and they, Sharma
and Upadhyaya, are arrested. The United Christian Forum
declare it to be a deep-rooted conspiracy to destroy evidence in
the Brother George case and on the evidence the charge is
proved. The arrest of the policemen is intended to impress. If
past practice is any guide, they will be released when the
sense of outrage has died down. End of story.

Not to the BJP vice-president, JP Mathur, to whom this is a
conspiracy of international proportions to defame the VHP
and undermine the BJP government. Mathur is both irrele-
vant and obtuse. He suggests that an undue fuss is being
made, there are so many deaths in custody! Either he thinks
that Ekka’s death should not be investigated until all earlier
ones are dealt with or it is an insignificant event. “It is being
blown out of proportion” — his exact words! What would be in
proportion, Mr Mathur? Freedom to the VHP and the Bajrang
Dal to pursue their hate campaign against Christians! It
seems Acharya Kishore is past it. In supporting Mathur, he
complains of cricket being popular in the country; only 22 peo-

ple play and 20,000 watch! Is this the lack of proportion that °

so troubles Mathur? Kishore adds hoping to seal the argument
— when he asked somebody for the time he was given the
cricket score. This, surely is proof, if proof were needed of the
baneful influence of cricket in the country and why, in his

view, it should give way to kabaddi. Does one take seriously |

such ravings? The single charge that survives is that of under-
mining the BJP government. Kishore and Mathur are doing
well enough in this direction, without help from anyone.

Brother George was beaten to death. Policemen eliminate
the witness to his murder. They should be put on trial for
murder and their superiors asked to disclose who gave the
orders. If there was a conspiracy Mr Mathur, it was here, it
was here, it was here!

There is the parallel case of Dara Singh in Orissa, accused
of burning alive Graham Staines and his minor sons. The
offence took place on 23 January 1999. It takes a mopth to
induct the CBI and five months more to set up a commission

of inquiry to bypass the police. Meanwhile Dara Singh gives !

an interview on television and brags of his achievemenys. He
1s involved in two other gruesome murders. He is finaily
arrested a year after the crime and admits to his presence at
site. It takes a year and a half to frame charges and the trial

is yet to begin. In the meantime witnesses are intimidated and |
evidence obliterated. This is justice in the India of the year !

2000,
Can we please avoid making a mockery of justice?
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Péhrlsthggg reject suicide theory:

SWAT! R SHARMA , '
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (;/,

MATHURA, June 21. —
Contradictory statements sur-
face over the death of Vijay
Ekka in Nehrauli police station
even as the CB-CID and the
NHRC started probe yesterday.
The new SSP is trying to instil
confidence among Christians.
Ekka (22), cook of Brother

" George killed on the Saint

Francis School campus at
Nevada village, died in police
custody in suspicious circum-
stances. When Brother George
was murdered, Ekka was
sleeping in a nearby place on
the school campus.

Police thought Ekka knew the
assailants and he was picked
up by the suspended SHO of
Nerauli police station, Sunil

/\o
EKKA DEATH CASE

Kumar Sharma.

A senior police official admit-
ted that Ekka was kept in ille-
gal custody by Sharma on the
permission of the former SSP
and he was beaten up during
interrogation. How a suspend-
ed SHO was allowed to interro-
gate Ekka was baffling.

The post-mortem report says
the cook died of strangulation.
“A police official will not dare to
kill a person in custody since it
means imprisonment for him as
per the directive of the Supreme

- Court,” said the official.

But it is equally impossible to
commit suicide by strangulat-
ing oneself with a scarf.
Christians rule out the possi-
bility of suicide and claim

L
- ks w® D

police were concocting storieq
to dilute the case.

“When we received the body
of Vijay, it had marks all over
with bulging eyes and a
swollen face. This proves that
Vijay was tortured and this
ultimately claimed his life,”
Brother Alphonse said.

CB-CID and NHRC officials
visited various places, includ-
ing the Civil Lines where Ekka
had died, and interrogated
many people, including the
SHO of Nehrauli police station.
NHRC officials, Mr S Pali and
Mr RK Gupta, also visited the
Saint Francis School and
talked to members of the
Christian community. Assuring
the Christians support, NHRC
officials have expressed dissat-
isfaction over the statement of
the SHO.
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NHRC seeks report on
Christian attacks 2.

STATESMAR NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 22 — The
National Human Rights
Commission has written to the
Centre and all states and Union
territories, seeking a report on
measures taken in view of the
recent attacks on Christians and
their institutions.

The commission has issued
notices to the Union home min-
istry and chief secretaries of all
states and Union territories
seeking a report within two
weeks. They have been asked to
inform the NHRC about the
steps they have already taken
and the plan of action drawn up

by them to tackle the situation.

In a statement, the commis-
sion said they had urged to
preserve “the secular creden-
tials of the nation and to fulfil
the promise of fraternity and
common brotherhood” envis-
aged in the Constitution.

The NHRC has already taken
suo motu cognisance of several
incidents of Christians being
assaulted and even killed in
different ‘parts of the country.
After the mysterious death in
police custody of Vijay Kumar
Ekka, an eyewitness to the
murder of Brother George
Kuzhikandam in Mathura, the
commission had directed the

Uttar Pradesh government to
submit a report within a week.

It had asked the director gen-
eral of police, UP, for a video
recording of the post-mortem of
Ekka. After the commission’s
directive, a police team had
gone to Mathura for an inquiry
into the killings of Brother
George and his cook Ekka.

The commission sought re-
ports from states on incidents
in UP, Indore in MP, Rewari in
Haryana, Nasik in Maharash-
tra, the killing of a Christian
priest Ashish Prabhash in
Batala, Punjab, and the bomb
blasts in Goa, Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka.




By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today urged the States
which had not set up Hurnan
Rights Commissions, to do so as
soon as possible. In particular, his
message went out to Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar which account for
65 per cent of nearly 50,000 com-
plaints received annually by the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion-(NHRC).

Mr. Vajpayee made these ob-
servations here this evening atter
presenting the Rotary Inidia
Award on Human Rights to the
former NHRC Chairman, Mr. Ji1s-
tice M. N. Venkatachaliah, for
“his contribution to the promo-
tion and protection of hum.an
rights and the building of a cul-
ture in which such rights can t:1ike
root and flourish.” Instituted by
Rotary Awards for Service to Flu-
manity (India) Trust, the awiard
carries a cash component of Res. 2
lakhs and a citation.

Of the view that no effiort

should be spared in infusing gr ea-,

ter sensitivity, efficiency and " ac-
countability in the functioning ; of
the police, administration & ind
other institutions that have a di-
rect bearing on the human rig hts
of citizens, the Prime Minis ster
said, “‘wherever necessary, 1 iles
and procedures of these inst itu-
tions should be radically ovser-
hauled to reduce the possibilit y of
their contributing to the violar tion
of human rights.”

As for suggestions for ame md-
ments in the Protection of Hu-
man Rights Act, 1993 — moc sted
in the report of the Justice Ah ma-
di Committee and brought up this
evening by the NHRC Chairn aan,
Mr. Justice J. S. Verma — the
Prime Minister said the Gov ern-

_PM urges States to set up,,
W human rights commissions
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The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, applauds after
presenting the Rotary India award on human rights to Mr. Justice
M.N. Venkatachaliah in New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: S. Arneja

ment would examine them and
take early steps to enact necessary
amendments to further strength-
en the legal framework for the
protection of human rights.

But, he added that all the right
things in society could not be en-
sured by lqws.and regulations
alone. “Taws é2h#6t teach a per-
son to be compassionate, caring
and sensitive to other people’s
sorrows and joys. And, human
rights cannot be secure in a socie-
ty where these qualities are
weak.” As a case in point, he said
atrocities on dalits, women, poor
and the weak could not be stop-
ped by legal methods alone. “So-
cial maladies call for social
remedies.”

The Prime Minister also made
out a strong case for removing
poverty which, in his opinion, was
one of the worst violators of hu-
man rights ‘“‘as also is the society
that allows poverty to persist.”

Earlier, Mr. Justice Venkatacha-
liah voiced similar concerns when
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he said “‘mere economic develop-
ment does not imply human de-
velopment.” And, “an unequal
society lives under the constant
threat of impending disaster”.

Besides drawing attention to
the suggestions made by the Jus-
tice Ahmadi Committee, Mr. Jus-
tice Verma urged the Government
to ratify the Convention Against
Torture.

Also, Mr. Justice Verma urged
the Prime Minister to provide
separate premises for the NHRC.
“The need for separate premises
is not to give us greater comfort or
prestige but to promote the per-

ception of the autonomy of the |

NHRC. Its present location in Sar-
dar Patel Bhavan could make any-
one mistake the NHRC to be

another department of the Gov- '

ernment.” This, he said, did not
just question the autonomy of the
NHRC but also amounted to an

“erosion of the credibility of the

Government”’.
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EVERAL states have
resisted the setting up
of human rights com-
missions,  but none
more doggedly than Uttar
Pradesh. This despite the

Nationdl Human Rights ’

Commission’s insistence on
this score and the Union home
ministry’s pursuance -of the
matter. The NHRC Has main-
“tained that a country of India’s
‘size and diversity needs such
commissions for quick and
inexpensive redressal of griev-
ances. The message of human
rights, it says, must reach the
grassroot level if societal and
attitudinal changes are to be
brought about.

In Uttar Pradesh — where
the NHPC has taken up nearly
60 per cent of the cases, a total
of 26,829 having been filed
thus far in 1999-2000 — the
attitude has been strange, to
say the least. The reluctance
continues, in violation of an
Allahabad High Court order.
Despite an announcement in
the Uttar Pradesh assembly a
month and a half ago, nothing
has been achieved. Deaths in
police custody, illegal deten-
tions, atrocities on Scheduled
Caste and Tribe people are a
common occurrence.Under
pressure from the Union home
ministry, the state government
announced in the first week of
May that it had decided to con-
stitute a State Human Rights
Commission. Nothing has fol-
lowed from that announce-
ment.

The Union home ministry had
twice written to chief minister
Ram Prakash Gupta asking
him to initiate the setting up of
a State Human Rights Comm-
ission. In response to the first
letter, the state government
maintained there was no need
for such a contingency as were
other avenues in Uttar
Pradesh for redressal and the
people were free to approach
the NHRC. i
The second letter was the sub-
ject matter of a state cabinet
meeting which authorised Mr
Gupta to take appropriate
action after seeking “clarifica-
tion” from the home ministry.
Now there appears to be a
change of mind. Parliamentary
affairs minister Hukum Singh
did announce the decision to
set up a State Human Rights
Comumission, but there was no
indication when notification
would be issued and appoint-
ments made.

Ironically, the same Mr Singh
had, on 3 July 1998 in the

" human rights
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Ramprakash Gupta: under pressure

assembly, turned down the
demand for such a commission,
saying: “Only criminals are
raising the issue of human
rights and acceptance of the
demands will bring down the.
morale of the police force.” This
was during the Kalyan Singh
regime. Incidentally, in 1997-
98 Uttar Pradesh recorded as
many as 185 custodial deaths,
169 of these in judicial custody.
Three years ago, the home
ministry in its annual report
had erroneously stated that a

State Human Rights Commi-

ssion had been set up in Uttar
Pradesh. It appears home min-
ister LK Advani wants to cor-
rect the position with regard to
the ministry’s annual report.
The latest annual report of the
National Human Rights
Commission, which was placed
in Parliament in March this
year, says: “Though a notifica-
tion regarding setting of the
SHRC was issued on 4 April-
1996, the names of the chair-
man and other members were
yet to be notified.” This is also
inaccurate, for the earlier noti-
fication had been rescinded.
The notification issued by gov-
ernor Motilal Vora during
President’s Rule was cancelled
on 26 October 1998 when Mr
Singh was chief minister.
While he took no decision on
the notification to set up a
State Human Rights Commi-
ssion, Mr Singh did create a
cellin Septe-
mber 1997 withinthe police
set-up, headed hy an addition-

al director-general. “We receive

a lot of complaints which are
referred to police superinten-
dents. Our effort is that the
complaints are investigated by
a gazetted officer,” an official of

~ the cell said, while admitting

- matter does not go further.” He

* months to constitute an SHRC":

‘Uttar Pradesh has
doggedly resisted the
setting up of a State

Human Rights
ommission in spite of
an Allahabad High

‘Court order. -

HEMENDRA
NARAYAN reports

that it was virtually a “police
versus police” situation.

To get over the anomalous sit-
uation, the NHRC appointed
SVM Tripathi special repre-
sentative for custodial justice

in Uttar Pradesh a year ago\A -7

retired DG-rank officer, Mr
Tripathi’s role has, however,
been limited to visiting jails
and juvenile and remand
homes. The police lock-ups are
beyond his brief.

Former Vice-Chancellor of
Lucknow University Roop-

rekha Verma says that “if and |

when the State Human Rights
Commission is set up, the cru-

“cial thing will be who is select-

ed to head it”. DGP Sriram
Arun admits a “hitch” on the
part of the state government to
set up the SHRC and com-
pares it with the reluctance
once shown by the Centre in
constituting the NHRC.
Another DGP rank officer, KL
Gupta, feels there’s no harm in
having such a commission but
it should not become an organ-
isation for propaganda for the
protection of the “human
rights” of criminals.

Justice JS Verma, chairman
of the NHRC, commenting
recently on the delay in consti-.
tuting a State Human Rights
Commi-ssion in Uttar Pradesh,
said: “There is an Allahabad
High Court ruling which
directs Uttar Pradesh to estab-
lish a SHRC. I hope the state
abides by the order and the

was apparently referring to the
order of 12 January by a two-
member bench comprising
Justice BK Roy and Justice RK
Singh, by which the state r%

ernment had been given t§

on‘a petition filed by a civil

.Couirt order had no im

ontempt notice was 1
gssued on 24 April. glr_nost 33
months have passed since
there is still no SHRC in Uttar
Pradesh. Of and on, the NHRC

has been passing strictures’

against the state government,

THE STATESMAN

rights organisation. The High

finally

i
settling the cases i SE,
1 receiving. Not only has 1+
een recommending monetary
compensation to the next of

the kin of the victims but also

v dlrectmg pumshl'nel’lt for viola-

tors. It is investigating !;his
month’s killings of Christians

in Mathura.
e

(Tﬁ‘g‘ddthor is the Lucknow-
based correspo‘ndent of.Xhe
Statesman.)




U.N. C()NVENTION AGAINST TORTURE\/

THE U.N. DAY in support of the victims of
torture was observed on June 26. It was on this
day 14 years ago that the United Nations adopt-
ed the Convention against Torture and other
cruel, inhuman and degrading practices. On the
occasion of the 14th anniversary, Mr. Justice Ver-
ma, Chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission, pointed to India’s deeply disap-
pointing failure to ratify the Convention. On the
one hand, it is hard to defend torture. On the
other hand, custodial torture is rampant; either
to get the victim to confess, or, perhaps, given
the tardiness and tedium of the legal process,
simply to ‘teach him a lesson’. So far is this car-
ried that a number of people die in police custo-
dy every year. The question of torture,
specifically, was taken up by the U.N. only in
1973, following the Report on Torture that was
put together by Amnesty International. But the
way this issue has been dealt with since then has
been in keeping with the precedent set 50 years
ago by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. First of all, carefully keeping aside the
question of culpability, states are persuaded to
agree that this or that violation of human rights
is very sad; that it is totally unacceptable. The
attempt is to establish a desirable standard o
achievement or an ideal. M.

The next step is to pressure states to move
towards this ideal; to put them on the defensive.
Over the past 15 years or so, the U.N. has
achieved major strides in this respect by enthu-
sing the press and by the active sponsorship of
non-governmental organisations. This tactic has
been rendered a great deal more effective be-
cause of the way that the human rights issue can
be manipulated™ to isolate a regime from the
world and from its own people. Because of this it
is sometimes desirable to temper one’s enthusi-
asm, but this does not alter the fact that the
trend towards ever more refined standards is
generally desirable. Administrators may not

T
;0 -

think it practicable; but it is nevertheless defi-

nitely desirable. v\\)/ﬂ/ Qﬁ? \0

The U.S. has aggressively used the human
rights plank to further its strategic interests (and
has perhaps thereby inadvertently done more
for the furtherance of human rights than would
have been possible on the basis of sentiment
alone), but like many other countries it has con-
sistently sought to keep itself free from scrutiny;
most recently in respect of the proposed war
crimes tribunal. But in the end these things have
a logic of their own. On June 26, the U.S. Su-
preme Court pitted itself against the U.S. Con-
gress to declare once again that even voluntary
confessions would be inadmissible as evidence if
police failed to provide suspects with what have
come to be described as the Miranda warnings:
that they had the right to remain silent, that any-
thing they said could be used against them, that
they had the right to the presence of an attorney,
and that if they could not afford an attorney one
would be appointed for them prior to any ques-
tioning if they so desired. The dissenting judge
felt that this was going too far; that there was an
iprportant difference between ‘compelling a per-
son to incriminate himself, and preventing him
from foolishly doing so of his own accord’.

In the U.S., as in India, standards keep mov-
ing ahead faster than the realities of everyday
life. One day a New York court completely ac-
quits four policemen who had pumped 19 shots
into an unarmed man at pointblank range (he
reached for his wallet; they thought he was going
for his gun). The next day the U.S. Supreme
Court overturns a narcotics conviction because
the evidence was discovered by squeezing a bus
passenger’s carry-all baggage; this violated his
right to be free of unreasonable searches. The
gap between what is and what ought to be may
be lamentable; but it is this that drives the whole
system.
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“Life term for five
Punjab policemen
HT Correspondent {31\ /\,q (

Calcutta, May 24
THE FIVE Punjab Police officers whok‘v:re col\-

victed of murder by a city court on Tuekday wer
sentenced to life imprisonment today. The 14th
additional district and sessions judge also sen-
tenced them to three years’ rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs 6,000 each for “hushing up
evidence”.

The five include an Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer. They were convicted of gunning down a
suspected Khalistani militant and his wife in a
covert operation here on May 17, 1993. The cou-
ple, Lakhi Singh and Rani Singh, were staying at a
rented apartment at Picnic Garden under Tiljala
Police Station in the outskirts of this city.

A huge crowd of lawyers, curious onlookers,
human rights activists and many witnesses who
deposed in the case against the five as well as a
strong media contingent were present in the
packed courtroom when the five were sentenced.
The crowd spilled over to the Alipore court
premises. The five, grim-faced and refusing to
speak to reporters, were bundled into a police van
by armed Calcutta Police personnel and taken
away to Alipore Jail.
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Aife term
for five
. . W
_/Punjab

policemen

BY OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, May 24: Five Punjab
police officials, including an
IPS officer, have been sentenced
to life imprisonment on charges
of murdering a couple at Tiljala
on Calcutta’s eastern fringe in
May, 1993.

. The 14th additional sessions
{adge of Alipore, Sukumar
Chakraborty, delivered the judg-
ment on the five accused, now
lodged in Alipore Central Jail, on
Wednesday.

The five — SP Sant Kumar

Singh, DSP Sukhdev Singh Cha-
hal, AST Ram Dayal and two head
constables, Darshan Singh and
Spkhjivan Singh — were also
eharged with causing disappear-
%nce of evidence.
»” The incident had kicked up 2
storm as Punjab police had not in-
formed their Bengal counter-
parts that a team would be raid-
ing a suspected Punjab militant
hideout in Calcutta. Chief minis-
ter Jyoti Basu had taken up the
matter with the Union home min-
istry saying that Punjab police’s
action amounted to violating the
“territorial integrity” of Bengal.

In a crowded court room,
the judge read out the volumi-
nous judgment running into 148
pages amid pin-drop silence. The
accused were later taken back to
the jail.

Tapen Roychowdhury, who ap-
peared for the accused, said they
would go on appeal in the high
court. CBI counsel Soumendra

Ghosh represented the prosecu-
tion in the trial.

All the accused were on bail
when the trial was going on. All of
them surrendered before the
court on Tuesday.

The accused were found guilty
of storming the rented house of
an alleged Punjab militant, Basir
Mohammed, and his wife, Sakina
Begam, at Picnic Gardens in the
Tiljala area and Killing them on
the spot by spraving bullets in the
early morning of May 17, 1993.
They were staying there as a Sikh
couple, calling themselves Laksh-
mi and Rani Singh.

But before anybody could get
wind of the incident, the Punjab
policemen fled with the bodies of
the couple in a Maruti, keeping
Bengal police in the dark.

The nearby Tiljala police sta-
tion came to know about the grue-
some Kkillings only after the po-

licemen had left.

The CBI ordered a probe into
the murder following a petition
moved by a Supreme Court
lawyer, B.L. Wadhera. The CRI
subsequently chargesheeted all
the five accused after interrogat-
ing 112 witnesses.

Records say that Basir Ma-
hammed was declared a dreaded
militant after he left his job as a
constable in Punjab police and
disappeared from the state with
his wife without surrendering his
service revolver on October
12,1991. After two years, Basir and
his wife came to Calcutta in 1993
~~4 ranted a house at Picnic
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NHRC ban puts
e .

¢;,%0ps in a fix

¥ Ly
CALCUTTA, May 117 §
recent National Human Rights
Commission ruling forbidding
police to arrest any woman pt
night has put police, especially
the immoral traffic depart-
ment, in a fix. '

The order makes it difficult
for police to arrest prostitutes
for soliciting in public: Earlier, \
officers could arrest prostitutes
by posing as customers, They
raided brothels and arrested
the women, customers and
brothel owners, Most of these -
raids were corfducted at night. -

“We havg-written to the state

artment. for elarifica- -
n the ruling," the DC

) said. The home depart-.

1en;;i will write 3(()1 IgHR(SB zé%r
clarification, he added. —
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/Vietnam’s rights
record faulte
RK, MAY 4. H \‘?%;;s

Watch said today that Vietnam'’s
humarhrights performance con-

tandards, despite
economic d social changes
since the late 1980’s. Q AN

In a new 34-page report, ‘“Viet-
nam: Silencing of Dissent,” Hu-
man Rights Watch gave details to
support its claim that the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam contin-
ues to harass, isolate, place
under house arrest, and some-
times imprison its critics. Among
those singled out are senior party
leaders calling for political re-
forms, long-time critics from the
academic community, members
of the press, and religious leaders
whom the Government fears
may be able to attract large fol-

lowings. \

“The twenty-fifth anniversary
of the country’s reunification of-
fers an important opportunity
for the Vietnamese Government
to reaffirm its commitment to
human rights, and its U.N. treaty
obligations,” said Mr. Mike
Jendrzejczyk, Washington Direc-
tor of the Asia Division of Human
Rights Watch. “We welcome the
April 30 prisoner release and
hope that it includes all those
who have been imprisoned for
peaceful expression of their po-
litical and religious views. Viet-
nam should also take other steps
to promote transparency and re-
spect for basic rights and the rule
of law.”

The new report takes note of
positive changes in Vietham in
recent years as it has opened up
to the international community,
including human rights im-
provements. Tens of thousands
of political detainees and re-
education camp inmates have
been released, thousands of Viet-
namese who had fled abroad as
refugees have returned, and the
Government has shown an in-
creased willingness to cooperate
with the U.N. on human rights
issues.

In a response to an advance
copy of the report, the Viethame-
se Embassy in Washington, D.C.
said the report was “biased,” and
then noted: “I want to confirm to
you that there is no violation of
freedoms of speech, press, ex-
pression or ‘silencing of dis-
sent’... in Vietnam as mentioned
in your report. You know very
well that in Vietnam, as in many
other countries, everyone has the
same legal and constitutional
rights and duties and transgres-

~ 7

sors are all prosecuted according

to the law.”

[



/U./N.jgbts pan\ér
lets off China

GENEVA, APRIL 30. After six weeks of |
review, debate and bargaining at
the annual session of the main
U.N. human rights forum, which
ended on Friday, China emerged
free of condemnation while Rus-
sia and others were chastised.

After it sidestepped bringing
China to account for repression of
political and spiritual dissenters,
the U.N. Human Rights Comrnis-
sion voted to castigate Russia for
its actions in Chechnya.

It was the first time, diplomats
said, that the 53- country Com-
mission had taken such strong ac-
tion against one of the five
permanent members of the U.N.
Security Council. The resolution

was introduced by the Eurogén
e 7

Union. E{% . \}

China avoidell, as it h%zk
year since 1990, a full-scale de- |
bate on its policies toward dis-
senters and other minorities.

China has thrown political and
commercial weight behind its
campaign to escape scrutiny, en-
voys and human rights lobbyists
say, making it difficult, especially
for smaller countries, to vote for
any anti-China resolution for fear
of retaliation. — New York Times
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REPRESSIVE ORDER\.

Human rights in China 4o \n\b\

OR the ninth Time since 1990 China blocked a US resoli-
tion censuring it for its human rights records at the recent-
ly concluded meeting of the UN High Commission for Human
Rights, in spite of an adverse report presented by the high
commissioner. According to her, repression takes place under
three heads: of religious freedom, political freedom and of
minorities. What is even more distressing is that no cogni-
sance is taken of the nature of the activity being suppressed.
Falun Gong followers are detained for trying to overthrow the
CPC, while those who are really trying to do so, militants of
the China Democratic Party, are arrested for criminal
offences. This is a way of discrediting the very thought behind
opposition. Any kind of opposition, whether political or not, to
the authority of the Communist party is presumed to be per-
verse or a result of muddled thinking.
According to the US, repression has increased over the past
year, an assessment confirmed by figures obtained by the

Information Centre for Human Rights and Democracy °

Movement: 35,792 Falung Gong followers have been detained
since the July ban and 18 CDP leaders convicted for subver-
sion since 1998. The impact of US pressure has been minimal:
some dissidents have been released.China went on the
- counter-offensive with a paper on human rights violations in
the US. Political opposition to the authority of the CPC will
not be tolerated, but the threat now comes from the Falun
Gong, supposed to have a membership of around 70 million.
Although many have been detained or discouraged, it retains
a core of dedicated followers, money and a formidable interna-
tional publicity machine that can resist Beijing’s authority.
Falun Gong fills the ideological vacuum left behind by the
demise of Marxism-Leninism and integrates into the ethos of
China’s market economy in a way the CPC finds disturbing.
The party may be wrong in thinking that the concepts of its
own supremacy and Chinese national integrity combined with
money will make repression acceptable.




mmunity trial
for Pinochet
REUTERS _\). Q’}O’{a "JF\O\ ’Lq\[\

SANTIAGO, April 26. — A Chilean court will open\f hearing

) b today to decide if General Augusto
Pinochet can be stripped of immuni-
ty to stand trial for human rights
abuses during his 1973-1990 rule,
marking a brave step as local courts’
dare to tangle with the former dicta-
tor.

Starting today and runuing
through Friday, a Santiago appeals
court will hear attorneys’ arguments
about whether Gen. Pinochet can
use his title as life-long Senator to
avoid trial.

At present, he cannot face trial
because he changed the constitution
in 1980 to give all Presidents who
Gen. Augusto Pinachet served six years the right to become
a Senator for life with immunity

from prosecution. ;

The efforts to strip Gen. Pinochet of this protection started in
March when Judge Juan Guzman gave to the court more than
1,000 pages of allegations against him and asked that they be
considered as a basis to eliminate his immunity.

The cases stem from what has been called the “death caravan”, a
military squad that roamed Chile in a helicopter in October 1973
in search of Leftists, killing at least 72 people. Some of the bodies
were never found, testimonies say. —

More than 3,000 people were killed or disappeared during the
dictator's regime. Some victims were thrown into the open sea
with concrete blocks tied to their feet and others were pushed out
of helicopters over the Andes mountains, testimonies say.

If the court agreed to strip Gen. Pinochet of his immunity, he
could appeal against the verdict before the Supreme Court.

Even if the former dictator were stripped of his immunity, he
still might not face a trial thanks to a law that grants amnesty to
those responsible for human rights abuses caused by political vio-
lence between 1973 and 1978.

Also complicating the case is a petition filed by Gen. Pinochet’s
defence, asking for new medical exams on the hope that he might
be found mentally unfit to stand trial. Chilean law will excuse
people from trial only if they are certified “mad or demented”.
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Accobiftability Will Rein Abusive Cops

“

Rights Commission
[ (NHRC) was set up in
(1993 to address the brutality of
the police. People wondered
whether they had become a law
unto themselves. The answer
to this question is probably yes.
t Police brutality against people
in custody in order to extract
confessions, wrongful confine-
ment, framing innocent people,
fake encounters, non-registra-
fion of cases and extortion are
routine complaints. Moles-
tation of women by the policg i
on the increase.- H{ wv V'
There is no denying the fact
that corruption is deeply rooted
in the police force. Not only in
the lower echelons but among
officers too. Rampant corrup-
tion can be attributed to lack of

4
"THE National Humang"ﬂy

By HL KAPOOR

pension, prosecution, rigorous
imprisonment etc.

Recent Supreme Court direc-
tives on interrogation and cus-
tody of suspects, issued to pre-
vent human rights violations,
must be followed meticulously.
The government should formu-
late guidelines through legisla-
tion in this area. The legisla-
tion may, inter alia, cover com-
pensation for the victim’s fami-
ly. The compensation should be

~made payable by individual

policemen. The recent directive
of Calcutta High Court that
there should be continuous
judicial monitoring of condi-
tions in lock-ups and jails
needs to be implemented in let-
ter and spirit. A heavy respon-

aggrieved person had every
right to approach a magistrate
against the police where they
do not act in accordance with
the law. He clarified that
detention beyond 24 hours by
the police was illegal. The

police officer who arrests a per- |

son must be made to under-
stand that he is to keep the
magistrate informed. In cases
where no arrests are made and
a person is called for interroga-
tion, he must be released as
soon as possible and cannot be
detained. The accused has a
right to be produced before a
magistrate under the law with-
in 24 hours and can be
detained only under a judicial
order (Section 57 CrPC).

Every accused who is arrested
enjoys fundamental rights

supervision and ve-

nality in the upper
i ranks which allows
policemen to commit
crime after crime |
with impunity,
while remaining in [{§
uniform. Lengthy
departmental proce-
dures in dealing
with corruption does
not help.

The National Hu-
man Rights Com-
mission found the
police wanting in
their response to
instructions issued
by it. In order to
inculcate in the
police the habit of

under Article 22 of
the Constitution,
‘I namely, right to be
informed as soon as
possible of the
grounds of arrest,
the right to consult
and be represented
by a lawyer of
choice, the right to
be produced before a
magistrate within
24 hours and free-
dom from detention

except by the order
of the magistrate.
Because of some

excesses committed
by policemen, the

acting in accordance
with the laws of the land, the
NHRC organised workshops
and seminars. The NHRC has

sibility lies with the court
which remands the accused to

people in general
believe that the police are
unhelpful. In some cases, peo-

police custody as no person ple are eliminated in fake

THE STATESMA®

27 A APR 2L

beyond that period ¢
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Rights groups
doub(t Fak VOWS

Islamabad, April 23 (Reuters):
Human rights activists have wel-
comed military ruler Pervez
Musharraf’s announcement on
steps to improve rights in Pak-
istan but said they doubt his
words will be put into action.

Musharraf, who seized power
in a bloodless coup last October,
told a rights convention on Friday
the “honour killings” of women
would be deemed murder and the
“indiscriminate” use of chains on
prisoners would be banned.

He also said the use of a contro-
versial blasphemy law in the
country would be restricted.

“It is for the first time that such
a convention has been held, and
whatever the government has
said is very good if its implement-
ed,” Joseph Francis, a Christian
rights activist, said.

“But keeping in mind the 52
years of Pakistan’s history, what
we have seen is that things are
never implemented.”

Francis’ scepticism was wide-

the two-day convention held to de-
velop a human rights policy.

Amnesty International repre-
sentative Angelika Pathak told
the gathering she was encouraged
by Musharraf’s words.

“But the taste of the pudding is
in the eating,” she said.

Pakistan plans to set up a com-
mission on the status of women to
promote their rights and cut on
domestic violence. Another com-
mission is planned to reform the

1y sh eﬁé&)ther partici;%sof/

police.

Musharraf said honour
killings would be treated as mur-
der but activists said little would
change if the pronouncement was
not backed by firm action, which
may be difficult in rural and tribal
areas.

Musharraf also said that in
order to stop the abuse of a contro-
versial blasphemy law, the top ad-
ministrator of an area would scru-
tinise a complaint before it is reg-
istered.
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“Cook attacks Myanmar
! for rights violations

THAM HIN REFUGEE CAMP (THAILAND), APRIL 21.
The British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Robin Cook,
attacked the Myanmarese military regime’s
brutal treatment of ethnic minorities on
Thursday and promised “not to forget” what
he had seen at a refugee settlement in Thai-
land where almost 8,000 people live in terror
of returning to their homeland.

At Tham Hin camp, a cramped collection of
bamboo and straw structures tucked between
lush hillsides near the border, Mr. Cook met
ethnic Karens who had fled military action
which had “burnt their villages, destroyed
their farms and forced them to walk for days or
weeks to safety”.

He said: “What moves me is that any Gov-
ernment could have behaved so brutally as to
drive out such friendly, gentle people as those
that I have seen today.”

During a 90-minute tour of the camp, he
also met Karen veterans recruited by the Brit-
ish army during the Second World War to fight
the Japanese. They provide an uncomfortable
reminder of Britain’s failure as departing colo-
nial power to fulfil its promise of a Karen state.

More than 80 penniless war veterans have
only this month begun to receive modest al-
lowances from the British Commonwealth Ex-
Servicemen’s League after years of being ig-
nored by British Governments.

Col. Sam Pope, the league's secretary-gen-
eral, said: “They are clearly in distress and
great hardship. Many fought heroically or
were captured and had a very rough time.”

At Tham Hin, an 86-year-old veteran called
Tun Tin, wearing a traditional Karen tunic and
proudly displaying his Burma campaign med-
al, thanked Mr. Cook for his presence.

After the Foreign Secretary had moved on,
he said: “We want the British Government to
do more to put pressure on the Burmese mil-
itary government.” Campaigners, humanitar-
ian workers and foreign officials agree that
things have never been worse in Myanmar. —
© Telegraph Group Limited, London, 2000
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A hina blocks debaté on

human rights, leaves. :
rights groups fuming

GENEVA: China blocked a review
of its rights record by the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission on Tues-
day, again mobilising support from
developing countries to block a
U.S.-backed measure that accused
the country of suppressing religion
and crushing dissent.

As in previous years, Beijing’s
support from developing countries,
which dominate the 53-nation com-
mission, prevented discussion of an

ttempt to censure China for the
irst time. The vote on China’s “no-
action” motion was 22-18, with 12
countries abstaining and one absent.

Among those who voted in
favour of the Chinese motion were
Russia, Cuba, India, Pakistan, In-
donesia, Morocco and Venezuela.
Those who abstained included Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Chile and Ecuador.

Amnesty, however, branded the
‘“no-action motion” as a “loop-
hole...to stifle debate and escape
censure,” warning that the proce-
dure “brings into question the pur-
pose and function” of the UN
Commission.

Countries from Yugoslavia to
Equatorial Guinea also face scruti-
ny by the UN panel. But the China
measure was the toughest battle.
“We must acknowledge that the sit-
uation of human rights in China re-
mains very poor,” said U.S. assis-
tant secretary of state Harold Koh.
“Its human rights record has not
improved and has in fact deterio-
rated markedly over the last 12
months.”

Qiao Zonghuai, China’s ambas-
sador to the UN in Geneva, said
Washington was engaging in an
“anti-China political farce” that

was “a mockery toward the oﬂ-
mission and its members.” ‘

He accused Washington of using
the commission “to make unwar-
ranted attacks on China” and re-
peated Beijing’s accusation that the
U.S. motion “serves the needs of its
domestic party politics.”

Chinese officials have been keen
to justify the crackdown on the
banned Falun Gong spiritual move-
ment, one of the points covered by
the U.S. resolution.

“The U.S. is giving unreserved
support to the evil cult in China,”
Qiao said. “Today’s decision repre-
sents a sorry failure of political
will,” said Joanna Weschler, a rep-
resentative of New York-based Hu-
man Rights Watch, said in a state-
ment. “The credibility of the UN
commission has been seriously
damaged by its unwillingness to
censure China or even to discuss its
rights performance.”

Many called into question the
credibility of the UN panel after
China thwarted the U.S.-sponsored
motion with a procedural one. “For
how much longer will the world
play this game with China? How
many more victims of human rights
violations will be disregarded in the

name of realpolitik?” asked
Amnesty International in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

“This is not surprising,” said Xiao
Qiang, expressing particular disap-
pointment that the EU failed to
back the resolution more strongly.

But Russian Ambassador Vasily
Sidorov described the U.S. motion
as counter-productive and main-
tained that “one cannot ignore the
positive changes” in China. (Agencies)
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/Cﬁﬁ%lasts
cult leader on
r;ights issuén-\

BEIJING: China has blasted the
banned Falun Gong cult and its
leader Li Hongzhi for aligning with
the anti-China elements in the U.S.
and accused the foreign media of
coming up with exaggerated re-
ports on rights violations.

Li and his cult have become&

new tool for anti-China element
in the U.S., the official Xinhua
news agency said on Monday on
the eve of a crucial UN vote which
can lead to China’s censure for

suppressing reI‘%\o s and other

N

freedoms. _

It said Li and his}1k f13d poktical
ambitions, but now they have glven
them up and were aidinglthe fokces
behind the anti-Chingproposal
human rights, and added “it was a
pity that Li had degrdded from a
cult leader to a pawn of anti-China
forces” Beijing has been lobbying
hard to win no-action vote and
thereby defeat the U.S. resolution,
which cites suppression of falun
gong as one major area of deterio-
rating human rights in china in
1999.

The Xinhua commentary ac-
cused anti-China forces of paying
much attention to the fabrications
by Li and his followers.

Taking note of the speed at
which the foreign media covered
the April 13 protests staged at
Tiananmen Square by over 100
Falun Gong activists, it said the
overseas media exaggerated re-
ports, claiming more than 200
‘Falun Gong’ practitioners protest-
ed and were arrested.

The commentary said the “ille-
gal gathering” was another law-de-
fying anti-government activity,
adding what was unusual the speed
with which the foreign media exag-
gerated reports. 7




/({hechen

nurse takes
Russm to

\ .
Y court w“y

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE \’t‘Q‘L]\L\

LONDON, April 17. — \
Chechen nurse has filed a to
ture and murder suit against
Russia at the European Court
of Human Rights in
Strasbourg.

British lawyer Mr Gareth
Peirce filed the suit on behalf
of the nurse, Ms Sasita
Khasouyeva, accusing Russian
troops of illegally arresting her
and sexually abusing her and
her colleagues.

The troops are also accused of
beating up and killing hospital
patients in the suit lodged 10
days ago.

“T would say that Russia’s
credible name is on the block if
it does not respond to this,” Mr
Peirce told reporters yester-
day.

Mr Peirce denied the com-
plaint had been lodged to coin-
cide with Mr Putin’s visit here.

“All T will say is that human
rights groups have document-
ed many abuses and have.]
called upon European states
take action, and that this court
action in no way lets those
states off the hook,” Mr Peirce
said.

Ms Khasouyeva saw some
patients killed by Russian
troops before her eyes at the
height of the fighting in the
Chechen capital, Grozny,
between Russian forces and
the rebel fighters in February,
Mr Peirce added.

The medical workers and !
patients were arrested, beaten -
and thrown into a snow-filled
hole in the ground and left
without shelter for five days,
Mr Peirce said. Then the med-
ical team was allegedly taken
to a detention camp where
they were sexually abused.

After being freed, Ms
Khasouyeva fled Chechnya.

THE STATESMAM
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ANMAR TRAGEDY~

Need to break the impasse s’\’%% A

g HEAD of the session of the Human Rights Commission
eneva, the Myanmarese military junta has received a ra
on the knuckles for widespread use of forced labour and for
doing nothing to arrest the nation’s rapidly declining social
indicators including spreading malnutrition. Two damning
studies on Myanmar, one done by the International Labour
Organisation on flagrant violation of workers’ rights and the
other by the World Bank on the junta’s failed economic poli-
cies, give a good insight into gross abuse of power to further
tighten the vice-like grip on the Myanmarese people. The ILO
report makes frightful reading; countless people have appar-
ently been herded into labour camps for building infrastruc-
ture. Most of them are subjected to the worst kind of servitude
with little or no pay or food. An undisclosed number have per-
ished. Repeated appeals by the ILO to the Yangon junta to
stop violating human rights have gone unheeded. The ILO’s
governing body has called for action against the junta. Will it
work? The answer is no, if past experience is any guide. Self-
interest is all. The junta is thus able to keep sanctions at bay.
International paralysis has encouraged the junta. Recently
on armed forces day, the generals publicly threatened to elimi-
nate Suu Kyi. Since 1988 they have been trying to marginalise
her and her National League for Democracy. Only a few
months ago the junta compelled more than 1,000 of her party
members to “resign” their membership. The goal is to isolate
Suu Kyi, because she is a powerful symbol both for the
Myanmarese people and the international community. But
symbols do not have a very long shelf-life. The generals make
bold to strike at her, something they have not dared to do so

far. What will it take to awaken the world from its slumber?

HE STATESHAR

oo s erRmE gy
Tt = . .

€ g

13 ark 2y




‘suonels ao1od sy e ut
Apuaunuoxd paferdsip aq pnoys
sauapm3 asal puy -isalme ue
Sunoage a10jaq pamojoy Apsnoj
-ndnids aq pnoys 3saire Surpied
-21 3noD) awdxdng a3 4q paurely
saurepind ay ey paysadsns sey
UOISSTWIWIO) SY1 ‘SUCHBISPISUOD
apysppwr  Aq paydwiord suon
-BIIS [RI3A0S Ul suosiad ajerux
-NY PUB SSBIRY 01 PASNSTW UsYO ST
ao1j0d 2y} 03 JfqefieAR MOU ISOLIE
Jo 1amod a1 Jetp Ino Sunuiod

*SHSIA Iayp SuLmp uorssiu
-UI0D) IR JO SIAVLJO YL YPIm e
-13d00d 03 sarelg aandadsar A
u Putosiad asfod ay utiojur 03
SIIBIRIO0AS JIIYD) Y3 PIoANP pue
spuosud dn-3o0] jo uonpuod
ap Aprus o3 uogels sofod Aue
0} 8Is1A asudins afeuwr M SI9D
-IJO §11 JBLf) S3IRIS A [f€ O3 JLID
1] apew seY UOISSTUIWIO)) ay] A1
-31008 24} JO SUONIIs padejueape
-sIp pue 100d 01 Suoppq AjeIniq

pue ylesp [eIpoISTO [0 SWIHIIA
ayz e 10'] a1 Aq pauaiydiey
S1 UOISSTIIWOD 3yl JO UWIdIUOD
ayl -sydu wewny jo ssa[pred
-31 )1351aq Buruuni [eogjo Jers B
UBY] 3IN)[ND [BUOIMISU0D O U0
punom 1adasp e sgur Sunpou
pue dn ualeaq Suleq Apoisno
aonpod Uy uosiad e ueyy 9jqrUGIIS
-uoounN pue Ajpremod aroul st Sui
-{I0N],, P9AISSQO SeY UOISSTWIIO))
auy ‘Amfur snoasni8 1o ader ‘yyeap
[eIpoIsnd Jo ased yoea ul adpnl
suoissas e Aq Annbua feipn( 4103
-epueW 10j pasu ayp Juissang

*MB] JO SIOUIOD INOJ 3 I9puUn uon
-OUNy ISNW pUe ME] 0} 3[qRIUNDD
-o® 3q pnoys adiod ay3 181} S139)
UOISSTIIWIO)) 3y} Aduapual sup
juaaadxd o] ‘pafeasar s Yann g
1 UaAd pue WA a3y [ 4y I
UdA9 ‘9]qRIUNO0IDE PlaYy 2q 10U [imM
A9} 1Y} aIBME BIe puR dUNUIUN
2q 01 ssApPswaY 397 3d1j0d
1eY3 SI BIPU] UY 3{BJS IpIM B Yous

® uo paspoeid oq 01 sanuUnUOI
91mu0) AYym UOSEDI UTBW YL
~A[snouas passaippe aq 0} ansst
1wedm ue st 9o7j0d ayp Surogjod,,
ey} SRy pue syydu wewmny jo
uone[o 10§ asyod ysurede syurepd
-UI0D Ul 9SBAIOUI AR 1B paqin]
~SIp S[99] UOISSIIIWIO) 8YJ,
‘sprodaz syl am Suofe uorssiw
-uI0) Y3 O} JUIS 3Q O} SINASSLD
o9y} pue SUOPBUNUEXd WIIoW
-3sod jo Bunuy-ospir popusul
-U10331 Sey UoISSIImoD) 3yl ‘s1oe
Tesryaun yons 3upusaaxd o) maia
' yim siydu uewing jo uopeg
-0{A snouas pue aousnf jo L1saaen
® U] $}[NS3I PUR JJUI[OLA [RTPOISND
10j 2jqisuodsas asow sdjay 11odoi
wispow-isod poremdiuews vy
"sy1odax widlious
-1sod ut $10300p Aq uaAl uoyurdo
Y pue papiodal SUOREBAIISGO
Yl uo ApIn 1sourfe  spuad
-3p a1%] I1etf) {$ades YONs ug dusp
-1e  juspuad. paId Aue

Ajo1e1 sy a1y SY "syyeI§ Auew Ut
PasBaIOUI SBY 338} JO YOTYM ‘Sased
yleap [eIpoIsnd Jo 3dadser ur
suodaz wanour-1sod yo Ajenb Ax
-030BJsIBsSUn 3y} Aq PaqINISIp SI 1
‘UOISSIULIWOD) 3y} 03 SUIPI0IIY
"SOUB[OIA [eIp
-03snd 0 aonoeid feniq ays uy 310
-1jdu1o9 are oym yooq o1 SwiSuuq
pue swy3u uewny Suposioid
Jo 1se1o)ur I ul Aefap Aue no
-Jlm uonepustIwdsl sy 1dao
-0® 0} SOUIONLIS], UOLU() 9y} pue
Salel§ ay) payse sey g6-2661 10J
yodal s} Ul UOISSIIIWIOY) 3]
‘SYIeap [RIpOISND
JO sased oyl [ ur suopewr
-urexe weow-isod oyl jo Suruy
-0apia Aiospnduwrod 10} sauxol
-19 ], UOHI[) 913 PUE SJUIULILIDACD)
9Jelg By} [{¢ 0) PIPUIUIWOIAX
SBY UOISSfWIo) SIySy uewnp
[EUONEN UL ‘TT “HYdV ‘INT3A MIN

O/\ 5} UBSIBYUIA mw»M:

swopounsod Jo Suwjy-09pIA SHIEM JUHN

7

e

A



‘S1eaA

2014} JxoU Ay} UIyNM PI|qUOp

39 pINOM RIPU] pUB BUIL) UIIM]

-3G JWM|OA Opeq) {8)0) oY) pIes
3y ‘ses0105 suadxs unong)

‘uoneradood

PUE SUOLE[S1 DILIOUOID pUR SpEt]

[e1012(1q Surpuedxa 103 SUORIPUOD

31qRINOARJ PaJeaId pRY SILIUNOD

OM}3U} Ul JULUGO[aARP JIWOU0ID
pauleIsns eyl pres Os[e o

" pres3uengy

‘Seaue 10pI0q 23 UT [OJJUOD [BNjoR

Jo aui ay3 Suofe poureluiew aq

pinoys Aujmbuer pue ooead “ans
=S1 ST JO uonn|os alfy Surpuag

"SOLIUNOD OMm]

o uaoog 91 Jo s3uiao) [euOn

- BUIYY :}SIA Y} U] ISIOM |

-BU oY) pue b__mou Eowua oy
‘punoIgdyoeq :wo:oqu a3 1unoo
-0 03U Fuiye) S[Iym ‘syTe; AjpuoLy
sm:oht pue uolEpoWwoDE [en)
-lw pue JuipuelsIapun femnu
jJo ayduud oYy yum souepos
-OB UI'3q p[noys ‘pres oy sty ],
“90UR)81X3-00 Jo sa|dounrd sayy oy
Jossiseq oyl uo snsst K1epunoq oy
Jo uonnjos sjqennbo pue ey ‘ng
~9oead B I0J POO)S SABM[R JUSWILLID
-A08 352Uy oy pres uenyy
. ‘pres
3y ‘paajosar swalqord pue e
-NipRI3 POMOLIEU 9q P[NOM SOOUD
~RpIp oyl ‘y4nds Sunjoo; prem
-10j pue SURy99s-yiny v ui pue
yoeordde oneweid pue sjqxopy

‘aAnIsod e yim ISnug [eninu Jo sis
-6q 313 UO SUIIOUOD IS} Pojpuey
pue suoneai A|pusLyy [ei98[iq JO
S1SQIB1UL [[BIDAO S} WOY PIPaad
-01d sapis yjoq se SUO| Sy
‘feuLtouqe
SUIYI0U 219M SIOUIIAJIP 3 Inq
J91[2q sno1B1[a1 pue wWasAs [2100s
‘uonipes) feInno ‘puneidyoeq [eo
-LoIsty ut santaedsip a1ay3 o1 anp

"BUIYD) PUE BIPUJ US9AJOq ISIXO PIP

SeOUIIJJIP SWOS pres Juenyy
*Ples 9 JUSWUOIAUD Su1109)
-o1d pue sprepuess uiai s sjdoad
ay) Butaoxduy ‘Awouoss Fuido
-Joaap ‘uonendod Suijjonuos J0
$yse1 A 31 YIm PIjUoIIuco
rom mEE pue euIy) ‘SaLIUNOI

>)

snojndod 3sowr omi oy sy
~ 90ud)sIxe-00 [nyooead
jJo ssidpuud oAy Jo siseq oy
uo g MaN ynm diysiouired
SANONIISUOD B USIqRISa 07 Apear
sea pue diysiouyred a13syens pue
wIs)-Juof B ut BIPUJ Yl Suot
~B[91 S POMIIA BUIYD) ples o]
‘SINOQq
-Y3ou oM} 23 U3IMIOQ SUONE]
-a1oneWodIp JO JULWYSHQRISa JO
TeaK 430G 943 91BIGS[I0 01 UOHEI>
-0ssy dIyspusLL] BUIY)-RIpUT 23
Aq a1ay paswre3io uonouny  pjoy
Sueny ‘souo yeam dy3 Ajjnq or
$OLIIUNOD SUOINS I0] ,INIXD UR,,
sem AJUBLIDAQS 1940 s1y3LL cmE:s
j0 Aoewardny po m“/Om YL -

9

‘pies SuoH uenQ) Sueny
[BIDUDD) [NSUOD) OSAUNYD) . ‘pvq
AA st somunoo  (padojaadp)
asay ut syySu ugwINy Jo pIodal
au y3noyye ‘siy8u uewng Jo uoy
~Ipuod suoijeu padojoaapispun
“pue Suidopasp Isutede soBieyo
ssojpunoId opew Ajeonsiyeaun
‘SN AQ Paj ‘SaLUNOD WSO,
“suoneu 3urdojaasp oy Afjnq
01 Auo sem 11 Fuikes QuSiroaos
1040 SIS uewny o3 Asewd Sur
~AIS 10] SOLIJUNOY LLIS)SS
1oy pue soy)§ pajup)
oyl nov_om:m SBY VNI

.G 0T TiddV ‘JYOT¥ONVE

m VIGNT 40 1SNYL SSIUd

)

INODIAN EXPREZX.



- Hurrlyat

men stopped
from flying

STATESMA

NEW DELHI April 10. — A
Hurriyat team was this morn-
ing prevented from flying to
Geneva to attend a UN meet-
ing on human rights on a day
the defence minister backed
the home minister’s declara-
tion that the Centre plans to
talk to the outfit over the
Kashmir dispute.
Mr

E Vs SERVICE

agency reports,
said it was nec-
essary to talk to
Hurriyat lead-
ers since they
were the cause
of the problem
in  Kashmir.
Meanwhile,
immigration
officials at
Indira Gandhi
International
Airport detain-
ed four Hurri-
yat activists
bound for the

the

UN meet

trying to hide t e truth about
the crimes against humanity
by “government forces and
their agents in Kashmir”.

The murder of innocents in
fake encounters in Anantnag
followed by the firing on pro-
testers, which killed another
eight, have raised doubts over
the government’s claims about
the Chatti Singhpora mas-
sacre, the Hurriyat said.

e govern-

George Th
Fernandes, FAROOQ THREAT ment had stop-
according to ped the human

JAMMU, April 10. — The
J&K Chief Minister, Dr
Farooq Abdullah, today
threatened to resign if the
Centre attempts to reopen
“settled
Kashmir”. Dr Abdullah told
the Assembly today that any
such move will create many
Bosnias in the state. He said
“no government in India”
could talk to anybody outside
the Constitution as the 100
crore people of India will
never accept any compro-
mise on Kashmir. — SNS

rights activists
from travelling
to Geneva to
prevent the ex-
posure of its
campaign of
disinformation
among the int-
ernational com-
munity, the or-
ganisation said.

The four acti-
vists — Abdul
Majid Bandey,
Mohammad
Tufail, Moham-
mad Amin

issue of

56th session of the UN
Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva.

Home ministry officials were
quoted as saying the activists
had been detained because
they would have launched an
anti-India campaign at the
Geneva meeting.

The Hurriyat reacted sharply,
accusing the government of

Bhatt and Abdul Rashid Lone
— all of them advocates, had
their passports and boarding
cards seized by immigration
authorities when they reached
the airport this morning.

These were returned to
the activists only after the
KLM flight they were sup-
posed to board had closed
its doors.

THE STATESMA;
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( y only Russia?y 0
E RUSSIANS are not too far off the mark in discerning a

Cold War mentality in the Council of Europe’s decision to begin
suspension proceedings against their country for alleged human
rights violations in Chechnya. The step is unfortunate not only
because the European parliamentarians of the 41-nation body
have managed to take away Russia’s voting rights in the Council
but also because it is an ill-timed move when a new democratic
(Russia is struggling to find its place in the world economy and
forge a responsible partnership with the West. The blow comes
not long after the US-led Nato’s assault on Yugoslavia, which
was deeply resented in Russia because it threatened the feeling
of Slav solidarity in the region. Indeed, it is mainly due to
Russia’s insistence on restoring peace in the region that the
Nato bombing of Yugoslavia was stopped and the Kosovo crisis
was sought to be tackled through less belligerent means. y

The European parliamentarians in Strasbourg, however, s&e
to have forgotten the virtual unilateral action in Yugoslavia\or
the US and British bombing of Iraq when they hastily acted to
draw up what can be a new fault line between the East and the
West. The immediate provocation for their anger was obviously
the negative report of UN human rights chief Mary Robinson
on her visit to Chechnya where she was dismayed by what she
saw. True, Moscow has not displayed much patience in dealing
with the Chechen rebels, an attitude which was compounded by
its failure to distinguish between them and the civilians, It did
seem to regard the whole of Chechnya as enemy territory.

Even then, the European Council chose to ignore the fact
that, for all the insensitivity shown by Russia in the region, the
turbulence in Chechnya is of immense concern to Russia and
Moscow has every right to deal with the Islamic threat on its
own terms. If the West can seek to impose its own solutions in
Kosovo and Iraq without caring much for the suffering caused
to innocent people, especially the children in Iraq, surely it can-
not take exception to the legitimate cause of a government
seeking to preserve the country’s integrity when it is being
threatened by Islamic militants. Unless, of course, it has one set
of rules for the West, and another for the rest of the world.
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NHRC: tells

Kerala

(0" compensate kin

for rison
prisotl

THE NATIONAL Human Rights
Commission has directed the
Kerala government to pay Rs
50,000 as interim compensation to
the dependents of a prisoner who
sustained fatal burn injuries while
performing 'hazardous' kitchen
duty in the Kottarakkara sub-jail.

On May 9, 1996 that Jan Singh
(23), who was under judicial
remand, sustained severe burn
injuries in the jail on May 6 and
died two days later in the district
hospital. On a communication
received from the Superintendent
of Police Kollam, the NHRC asked
the State government to pay com-
pensation within four weeks and
send a compliance report to it, the
NHRC sources said on Sunday.

Earlier, pursuant to the direction
of the commission, the Additional
Chief Secretary of Kerala sent his
report, along with the copies of the
post-mortem and magisterial
inquiry reports, which termed the
death as accidental.

The report stated that the magis-
terial inquiry conducted by the
SDM Kollam revealed that
deceased, along with the witnesses,
were detailed for the kitchen duty
at the sub-jail.

While working, Jan Singh acci-
dentally slipped in the kitchen and
fell on hot rice water, which was
kept in a big aluminum basin. He
sustained scalds on lower part of

New Delhl April 9 “
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’s death

bdomen and thigh.
hough first aid was given to him
at Taluk headquarters hospital,
Kottarakkara, and he was immedi-
ately referred to district’ hospital
Kollam for better treatment, he
succumbed to his injuries.
According to the report, no foul
play was revealed during the inves-
tigation nor any negligence was
disclosed against the officials.

"On perusal of the post-mortem
report, it is seen that the injuries
(ante-mortem) have been reported
and the cause of death was due to
the scalds, involving 25 per cent of
body surface. In the inquest magis-
terial inquiry, it has been found
that skin on various parts of the
body was burnt, it added that co-
prisoners also said that the
deceased accidentally fell into hot
rice water, while working in the
kitchen and got burns on many
parts of his body. In the circum-
stances the case will have to be
finally reported as accidental
death,” the report said.

"In the circumstances the NHRC
is of the view that the requisite pre-
cautionary measures to prevent
such an accident were wanting and
the responsibility of those in-
charge must be upheld. Even if
there was any contributory negli-
gence of the deceased himself, the
authorities cannot escape liability
for-the proximate cause of the fatal
accident and death of a prisoner in
his prime youth."
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Symposium onV/

"human rights in India

A at Harvard

CAMBRIDGE, APRIL 7. The former
Supreme Court Judge, Mr. V. R.
Krishna Iyer, the Attorney-Gener-
al, Mr. Soli Sorabjee, and the
Union Law Minister, Mr. Ram
Jethmatani, will be participating
in a symposium on human rights
and the Indian judiciary’s consti-
tutional jurisprudence to be held
at the Harvard Law School on
April 15.

The one-day symposium, orga-
nised by the Harvard University
Indian Human Rights Group in
close collaboration with the Har-
vard Law School Human Rights
Programme, will focus on the In-
dian judiciary’s contribution in
shaping the human rights protec-
tion framework, the role of insti-
tutions and systems, human
rights protection under difficult
and exceptional circumstances,
including secession and terror-
ism, and the issues of groups
most susceptible to rights viola-
tions, including women, children,
minorities and socially disadvan-
taged sections. The other partici-
pants include Dr. Granville
Austin, Prof. Marc Galanter, Prof.
Upendra Baxi, Mr. N. Ravi, Prof.
M. P. Singh Prof. B. B. Pande, Ms.
Indira Jaising and Ms. Smita Nar-
sula.

% The Harvard Law School is a
re-eminent centre for the study
f the world’s legal systems. Its

ean Prof. Robert C. Clark says,

“There is much that ﬂan learn
from the Indian judicary and its
role in one of the world’s greatest
democracies.” Prof. Henry J.
Steiner, Director of the Harvard
Law School Human Rights Pro-
gramme observes, “The Indian
Supreme Court has been a source
of stimulating ideas and indeed
inspiration for judiciaries, schol-
ars and activists around the
world. Many of its rulings bear so
close and insightful relationship
to international human rights,
and figure in many human rights
courses such as my own.”

The symposium has attracted a
great deal of attention with over
100 registered participants from
universities in the United States
and the United Kingdom, besides
students and faculty from Har-
vard and MIT, according to the
coordinators, Mr. C. Rajkumar
and Ms. Pratiba Jain.

Noting that no one working in
the field of comparative constitu-
tional law or human rights can ig-
nore the important contribution
made by Indian jurisprudence
and Indian activists in the human
rights realm, the Associate Direc-
tor of the Programme, Mr. Peter
Rosenblum, adds, “I hope that it
contributes to a systematic ex-
change of ideas and information
between our two countries and
continents.”

i
?
\



{siomay) S uon
-BSITRIJ0 INO JO ANJIQIPALO ) SIOMO] A[feas
31 -sup yum Keme Bungsd st moosoW 1B
HONBHISILIJ JO 95035 © S1 I3y, "PIes [RIOYJ0
powenEn ouo | ANUNURIOS JRUOLEUIOIUT
a1y Aq wounean feroads usaid oq 01 SUIAIS
zIssSny,, "eAUYIIYD) U0 JNRSSE S BISSUY Ry
01 JuOp U2aq pey SMi 0s 1e8ue Jupay o1
ponnupe sy adeing Jo (1uNO)) Jul0s
"Aepsaupopy RO pres 3y a1yl w dn way)
Jjouq pue sueJ pue wOPHOT UIBMIPQ [OU
-uny, pAuuey)) 243 03 sareooApe syBu vewny
o} [fe JAUP (1M Ay “fouuRyD) YsyBug oyl
Ol BOA MORY] [{I4 3y 'SOUO Jedponu AJuo
j0u pue ‘suodeom oSN pUB ISISII M M.,
"SOLIOJLLIOY URISSNY OZIdS O} SUQUIqUR Bul
-INOGIRY JO ISOAN Y} SN 0 U0 Ju3M SH
-goue3spep S1n0qsens A} JO fPquIdLY pur
sipuopen ueissny uayodsmno ue ‘A¥sacu
-URpZ IRESPRIA TN DIES ST UIHOPEOD oA

194 pue ‘edoing ojul snseoney Iyj WOIY SISt
-10113} 9y} Sums] 10u Aq noA Fuipuagep st ers
-STry,, "EONOL AL 109{31 0} [1oHN0)) o) pedin
pUE SUONOE s JUSWWIoA0d st Jo aousjop
1snqoi e du wd sey uone3apop urissny Yy,
wd
€ [NUn SIY} PRARIPP 9ATY SIDWPUILE ()9
nq wd [ I0) ponpayos AeuiSLO Sea I10A
oy ‘uonow s Aepsiuy, surede 2104 O K19
-uI3sse Y} 12 sAWwIdop Swos spensaad 14T
211598 §,A0UBAJ I PIBS S[RIOLHO [10Un0))
BIPIUL
ayy 01 yfer 01 jou pasnuoid sey pur syIvm
043} Ul BOIR 2U3 W1 paadxa st wedy Fuons
-anp oyl ‘eAuyooy) wi sofmyy swdu
urwny Sedpsasur 0y suadya odoing Jo
[uno) o1 Y3 usdi3 oyl 9ard Aepsan, uo
Aoueay J03] rastuny ud1o104 ueissny ‘woidax

‘SNSRONERY) Y} UL SHOOL S) JO- WSIdDBLIO wd

-153 4 ©) BuTuMsT] St MODSON udis B ul ing

'SYORNE  JSWOLIAY, 03 Suipuodsat Ljuo
Jtam sdoory si Suikes ‘ongndas Aemeyealg
Sy W sesnge sySJ Junyunuod pIrudp
sey vIssTy |, AIMuULO 1517 9y jo Surumdaq
Yl 1© SSAUL[GE3} S SHEL sySu uewiny
30 1Mod 21 03 suoneSaye 3y jo swos Juwx
~JaJ3J JO Aes ¥ PUNOJ 10U JBJ OS JABY SIUQUL
-wiIA08 o 1Ryl Ifqeadifequn W puy i,
-Ajquuasse a1y 03 yosads Fuiusdo oy
uy pres ppog piot] s ueyug | soniqisuodsar
Iay Japinoys jsnwr 3doinyg Jo {ouncD) i jo
SIBQUISW 318 YOIYA SJUOUNLIACS 9y, “A[q
-LODSSE JAUENNSUOD 3 JO UOLEBPUIUIHIOIM]
Suimotjoy doys 7BY1 3)El PINOD SATBIS IGUIR
0¥} SIYSTUT uF1a30] AJUO PUR [1DUNO) P
WO} pepuadisns usaq 1943 SBY AUN0D ON
"AAISUOJJO BAUYDIYD)
3y no wonendal ponod sty Jo 1soUl poEIs
SBY OUYM ‘Unng MUNpe[A 109]9-juapisal]
0} JUSLISSEIRGIID 2IDAIS ® 2q p[nom 1 puad

Dt R Wy

W
uoisuddsns eissny spnw Apoq ddoanp

-S$0s 0) Saow Aue pue 9661 ui Ajuo pautof
eSSy Ing ‘Jomod empoe uey Ajuoyine
[pIow 250w sey 3 sonss; SWYFu uewny -
pue Asemowep o) uonuane jewads sded
pue uou(} ueadoinsg g jo juspuadaphr
ST gyl uonesiuedio SANENNSUOY PlO-IBIK
~-{¢ ® st jpuno)y poseq-dimogsens oyl
"$19pEs] LYY Im syfer suidaq
pue eAUYIRYD ul Quy-esedd alajdwior ‘v
S[{ED RvisSsnY SsITun aung ul sSurpaadoid uois
-uadsns uonow ul 395 SIS ANUN0d-19G
~oul Jey) Y3am 2 ul J31res posodod 991
~Hunuod feortjod s, lounoy) UONES-{4 YL
“eAMPOIYY) WY SISNGE ST
upwiny padaffe 10§ SAOROWAP Jo qnfO 3[q
-BI3uda 2y} woij eissny puadsns o1 0YAYM
Kepsmy), uo Supeqgep pouels odoing Jo
VAWNU oyl 19 pady ‘(sauray) S.moqsenis

r

% WIWIVH NYVIISTAD AY

o

4
g >
TN

-

e
s

THE ASIAN A



ghina seeks Indian
support to foil U.S.
w9 ¥ rights vote K

h

BEMING, APRIL, 5. China has sou
India’s support to foil US
tempts to censure the communist |
regime’s human rights policies.
China has sought support
against the resolution tabled by

the U.S at the ongoing session of
the United Nations Human Rights

Commission in Geneva, a diplos’
matic source told PTL 44,
The Director-General™ of the

Asian Department of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, Mr. Zhang Jiu-
huan, on Tuesday met the Indian
' Ambassador, Mr. Vijay K. Nam-
biar, and briefed him on Beijing's
stand on human rights, seeking
New Delhi's support to defeat the
anti-China motion later this
month. Sources in the Indian Em-
bassy confirmed the meeting and
said the message would be re-
layed to New Delhi. They noted
that India had been voting against
similar motions against China on
the rights forum in Geneva.
Beijing seemed worried about
New Delhi's support this time as
the American President visited to
india last month and saw an ap-

parent tilt in Washingtom’s South
Asia policy.
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_NHRC orders solatium

oA to handi

By Qur Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 5. The National
Human Rights = Commission
(NHRC) has come to the rescue of
a physically handicapped person
by ordering a solatium of Rs. one
lakh, besides directing employ-
ment to him. :

Passing orders on a complaint
from the handicapped person,
the NHRC directed the Madhya
Pradesh Government to grant an
ex-gratia monetary relief of Rs.
one lakh either from the fund es-
tablished for the welfare of the
handicapped or from the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund.

The Government was asked to
provide a job to the petitioner
comnmensurate with his academic
qualifications and physical ability
in accordance with the provisions
of Persons with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities,  Protection  of
Rights on Full Participation) Act,
or on compassionate grounds.
And to arrange for the medical
treatment, management and care
of the petitioner for the ailments
with which he was suffering at
State expense.

According to the complainant,
Mr. Bihari Lal Thevait (26), both
of his lower limbs were affected
due to polio. In 1988, under the
orders of the district Collector, he
was operated upon, which wors-
ened the situation. Besides, he
was suffering from cardiac prob-
lem and he had no means to af-
ford treatment for the same. In
1995, he was promised a teacher’s
job but the same had not been
pravided to him. He sought a
compensation of Rs. 50 lakhs
from the State for his rehabilita-
tion. The commission appreciat-
ed the action initiated by the
Collector in arranging medical
treatment to the petitioner. 1t said
without going into the question
whether his condition worsened
after operation or not, the fact re-
mained that he continued to be in
a hapless state inasmuch as he
was not in a position to move by

capped

himself due to the permaNent ds
ability of his lower limbs apd had
to seek the help of his yeigh-
bours/sympathisers even fo¥ per-
forming his daily routine personal
activities. The commission asked
the Madhya Pradesh Government
to send the compliance report
within six weeks.
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“Pressure on Russia

L

» B S
BY PATRICK LANNIN ..
Moscow, April 5: UN and Euro-

pean rights watchdogs stepped up
pressure on Russia on Tuesday
over alleged human rights viola-
tions during its war with rebels in
Chechnya.

UN human rights chief Mary
Robinson ended a five-day visit to
the Caucasus region by urging
Moscow to set up an independent
inquiry into abuses by its soldier.

In Strasbourg, the Council of
Europe’s  political committee
urged the 41-nation assembly to
consider suspending Russia if it
did not call for an immediate
ceasefire and begin talks with
Chechen leaders.

It also recommended encourag-
ing member states to take Moscow
to the European Court of Human
Rights over alleged rights abuses
and demanding that Russia allow
independent investigations.

over nights abuse

The Council has Htfle power but
has symbolic authority on rights
issues and suspension would
embarrass Moscow, which only
joined in 1996.

As warplanes launched more
attacks on rebel positions in
Chechnya, in Moscow President-
elect Vladimir Putin laid flowers
on the coffins of three agents of the
FSB domestic intelligence agency
he once headed, all killed in
Chechnya.

“I do believe that there have been
serious human rights violations,”
Ms Robinson told a news confer-
ence, adding that she had listened
to eyewitness accounts of looting
and mass killings on her visit to
Chechnya and other parts of the
North Caucasus.

She said her talks in Moscow
after the trip had been constructive
but talked of a “day of reckoning”
over rights violations in Chechnya.
(Rewters)
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Pak challenges U.S. on human rights report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s military governmenit as questioned U.S. critjy/”
cism of its human rights record.and said it was cqmmitted to economic
social reforms. -tk !

“The U.S. State Departmen?’s country reporf\..is' a compilatiow6f up-
founded reports mostly collected from unreliable yources based on hearsay
and so-called off-the-record conversations,” the fyreign ministry said in a
statement. The U.S. human rights report issued o) Friday said that while
Pakistan’s poor human rights record had deteriorated under former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif, the situation “worsened with the seizure of power by
General Pervez Musharraf in that, after the coup, citizens no longer had the
right to change their government peacefully”. Gnen Musharraf, who seized
power in a coup last October, has rejected calls by local political parties and
western governments to give a time-table for a restoration of democracy un-
til he carries out economic, administrative and electoral reforms.

The foreign ministry statement said Pakistanis welcomed the change of
government and wanted to see the success of “the reform process setin
motion...for the revival of the economy, strengthening of institutions, im- |
provement of Jaw and order and accountability” of wrongdoings of the
past government. “The present government is also committed to restoring ;
genuine democracy in the country and has announced local elections by
the end of the current year,” it said. “We, therefore, question the objectivi-
ty of the U.S. state department’s report and are concerned by the tendency
of some countries to sit in judgment over others...,” it said. (Reuters) '
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EXTRADITION CASE / STRAW STANDS BY DECISION

Pinoc!?)oet reed, returns to Chile

)
By Thomas Abraham“

LONDON, MARCH 2. The former Chi-
lean dictator, Gen. Augusto Pino-
chet, returned to Chile a free man
after the British Home Secretary,
Mr. Jack Straw, announced that he
was too ill to stand trial in Spain
on charges of torture,

The decision ends a 16-month
legal battle that Gen. Pinochet has
waged in the British courts to
avoid having to stand trial in
Spain for human rights abuses
committed during his military dic-
tatorship in Chile. Though he has
been freed, the case has made ju-
dicial history and established that
torture is a crime which can be
tried internationally.

Gen. Pinochet left Britain in a
Chilean air force jet from a Royal
Air Force airfield at Lincolnshire
just hours after Mr. Straw deliver-
ed his decision. To avoid crowds
of angry protesters, the former
dictator was smuggled out
through a side entrance of the
house in a wealthy suburb in Sur-
rey, south-west of London, where
he has been under house arrest
since September 1998.

Gen. Pinochet’s case has set a
legal precedent in establishing
that countries that had signed the
international  convention on
torture can detain and try suspect-
ed torturers, regardless of whether
they had committed any crime in
the country that was arresting and
trying them. Gen. Pinochet was
arrested in October, 1998 while he
was on a private visit to London
on the basis of a warrant from a
Spanish magistrate who had been
investigating cases of torture and
disappearances in Chile during
Gen. Pinochet's military dictator-

A supporter of the former Chilean dictéfor, Gen. Augustb

Pinochet, celebrates after hearing the decision of the British
Home Secretary, Mr. Jack Straw, who ruled that the General
should not be extradited to Spain. — AP

ship. After a lengthy court process
which went up twice to the House
of Lords, Britain's highest court,
the British judicial system found
that Gen. Pinochet should be ex-
tradited.

But Mr. Straw, who has the final
say in such cases, ordered a team
of doctors to examine whether the
84-year-old former President was

fit to stand trial. This was after
Gen. Pinochet’s supporters had
said that he had suffered minor
strokes during his stay in Britain
and had become frail and de-
pressed, and had urged the British
Government to release him on hu-
manitarian grounds. The doctors
found that Gen. Pinochet had suf-
fered ‘extensive brain damage’
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and ‘‘would not be mentally capa-
ble of meaningful participation in
a trial”. The doctors found that
Gen. Pinochet’s memory had been
impaired and that he bad “limited
ability to comprehend complex
sentences and questions owing to
memory impairment.”’

Switzerland, France and Belgi-
um had all put in extradition re-
quests along with Spain, and Mr.
Straw had given all these coun-
tries time to respond to his deci- |
sion to let Gen. Pinochet free. All
the countries argued that the Chi-
lean dictator ought to stand trial,
but Mr. Straw stood by his original
decision.

The Pinochet case aroused
strong feelings among his sup-’
porters in Chile, as well as among
those who had suffered at his
hands, and had also led to a sharp
deterioration in relations between
Britain and Chile. Human rights
activists, who saw the issue as a
test case, will be disappointed that
the former dictator will not stand
trial, but will have the satisfaction
that new legal ground was broken
during the extradition process.

The House of Lords ruled, for
example, that former Heads of
State cannot claim sovereign im-
munity for crimes such as torture |
committed while they were in of-
fice. It also marked an erosion of
the principles of State sovereignty
and non-interference in internal
affairs, and established that inter-
national conventions like the con-
vention against torture and the
convention against hostage taking
overrule domestic sovereignty.

The Pinochet case has made it
risky for dictators and others
guilty of mass human rights vio-
lation to travel.




BEWING, MARCH. 3. The United Na-
tions’ top human rights official
expressed deep concern here on
Thursday over what she called a
“deterioration” in China’s hu
rights practices.

“l am concerned abourhi% e
areas: freedom of expresst
freedom of religion and freedom
of association,” said Ms. Mary
Robinson, the High Commission-
er for Human Rights, at a news
conference following meetings
with senior Chinese officials. Her
critical assessment came less than
three weeks before the annual
session of the U.N. Human Rights
Commission, starting on March
20 in Geneva, where the U.S. is
offering a resolution censuring
China’s rights record.

Ms. Robinson declined to com-
ment on the resolution. Her re-
marks here may bolster the U.S.
case, but the resolution has little
chance of passing, diplomats say,
because China can muster a ma-
jority of countries to oppose it as
unwarranted meddling in its in-
ternal affairs. In meetings on
Thursday with the Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr. Qian Qichen and
other officials, Ms. Robinson pre-
sented her concerns about devel-
opments over the last year and a
half. These included the arrests
and lengthy prison sentences giv-
en to democracy advocates, what
Ms. Robinson termed ‘“‘a notable
clampdown on religious expres-
sion,” and the repression of la-
bour organisers and the Falun
Gong spiritual movement. She
gave the Chinese Government a
written report detailing violations
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hina’s rights record

of international rights standards
and listing numerous individuals
who have been imprisoned with- |
out fair legal procedures. ‘

At about the same time that Ms.
Robinson spoke, the Foreign Min-
istry said at a press briefing only
the people of China had the right
to judge whether their rights were
worsening. “The Chinese people
are satistied” with the freedoms
they enjoy, said a Ministry
spokesman calling on the Com-
missioner to cooperate with Chi-
na. — New York Times
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Gory video footage of
Russian soldiers piling
bodies of Chechen men

into a ditch is a graphic
example of what is
happening in Chechnya.
VLADIMIR RADYUHIN
reports that no human
rights observer can break
the endless spiral of
violence as long as the
guerilla war goes on.

V

HROUGHOUT RUSSIA’S five-

month-long campaign to

reassert its control over

separatist Chechnya, Russian
forces have been accused of massive
killings of civilians, tortures and
looting. Moscow has routinely
brushed off the charges as lies spun
by rebel propaganda and the Western
press. It-has argued that Russian
troops are eliminating a hotbed of
international terrorism and crime in
Chechnya. The truth is that both
sides are right. Ever since the former
Soviet General, Dzokhar Dudayev,
declared Chechnya's independence
from Russia in 1991, human rights
violations snowballed in the region
until it eventually became a land of
jungle law.

Russia’s attempt to bring Chechnya
to heel in the 1994-1996 war resulted
in a bloodbath for 80,000 and a de
facto secession of the region from
Russia. An estimated 400,000 people,
mostly ethnic Russians, fled
Chechnya and many of them still
have no home, no job, no future. Left
to itself, war-ravaged Chechnya sank
into chaos and was plagued by crime
that spilled over into neighbouring
Russian provinces. With no jobs but
plenty of firearms, Chechens reverted
to their 19th century tradition of
earning a living by kidnapping for
ransom and raiding Russian villages
across the border. In one of the most
macabre incidents, three Britons and
a New Zealander, employees of a
British telecommunications firm,
abducted in the Chechen capital,
Grozny, in 1998, were later found on
a roadside with their heads sawn off.

Moscow effectively connived for
Chechnya’s degradation into a
buccaneer republic and a criminals’
paradise by denying any tangible
support to the moderate President,
Mr. Aslan Maskhadov, in his efforts
to consolidate his hold on power and
bring some kind of order to his
ravaged region. As Mr. Maskhadov’s
authority was eroded, Chechen
warlords raised the banner of militant
[slam to attract multi-million

Chechnva’s

donations from Osama bin Laden
and other religious extremists. In
August 1999, they invaded the
Russian region of Dagestan seeking to
create a fundamentalist Islamic state
in the northern Caucasus.

Moscow’s second attempt to crush
Chechen rebels last September
escalated into another full-scale war
in the region. Chechens have fully
relived the tragedy of the first war.
Over 200,000 refugees have fled the
fighting and many of them spent the
winter in horrid conditions in tent
camps in neighbouring Ingushetia.
Many others who stayed behind got
killed or had their houses destroyed
by Russian bombardment. To
minimise their losses, Russians
levelled Grozny before capturing it
from Chechen rebels.

No one knows how many of at
least 10,000 civilians remaining in the
city were killed in the fighting.
Eyewitnesses said Russian troops had
gone on rampages in captured

- Chechen towns and villages, looting

houses and killing civilians, including
old people and women. The military’s
efforts to keep journalists out of
Chechnya largely failed and served
only to draw public attention to
reports of alleged atrocities by
Russian troops.

Russtan authorities have made little
effort to investigate the accusations,
partly because they do not want to

antagonise the military and partly

because they are themselves to blame
for the excesses.

Moscow has not declared either a
state of emergency or a state of war
in Chechnya, because this would
have led to the cancellation of
Presidential elections in Russia next
month which are expected to install
in the Kremlin Mr. Boris Yeltsin's
chosen successor, Mr. Viadimir Putin.
In the absence of any legal norms
regulating the military operation in
Chechnya large-scale abuses were
inevitable.

Gory video footage of Russian
soldiers piling bodies of Chechen
men into a ditch that shocked the
world last week is a graphic example
of what is happening in Chechnya.
Western reporters claimed the bodies
were those of civilians tortured and
murdered by Russian troops, while
Moscow insisted they were militants
killed in fighting.

In fact, there is often no way of
telling a militant from a civilian,
because it is a guerilla war going on
in Chechnya. Those who are peaceful
villagers in daytime, turn into vicious
rebels at night. The Russians see a
militant in every Chechen and treat
him accordingly.

Unfortunately, there is also a
strong element of ethnic hatred
among many Russians for Chechens
after so many reports of Chechen
atrocities against kidnapped civilians
and Russian soldiers.

For their part, Chechens, who
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remember Russia’s 50-year war to
conquer them in the last century and
who survived a brutal deportation to
Siberia under Josef Stalin, are
convinced that the current war is a
continuation of Russia's policy of
genocide against them. Brutality
breeds more brutality.

Russia, which so far resisted all
attempts by international
organisations to monitor the human
rights situation in Chechnya, last
week allowed Mr. Alvaro Gil-Robles,
head of the council of Eurape’s
Human Rights Commission, to visit
Chechnya and agreed to open the
Commission’s office in Grozny "in a
few weeks’ time”. But no observers
can break the endless spiral of
violence as long as the guerilla war
goes on.

Meanwhile, politicians have been
busy gathering the spoils of the war.
Russia’s acting President, Mr. Putin,
has all but guaranteed himself victory
in the March 26 Presidential race
thanks to honouring his tough
promise to “rub out Chechen bandits
in the outhouse”.

For its part, the West has exploited
the issue of Russian human rights
violations in Chechnya to put
Moscow in the dock, compromise its
international standing and deny it
moral high ground to criticise -
NATQ’s bombing of Yugoslavia or
any other punitive actions the We
chooses to take in the future.
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Rights groups in Kerala

,E:By P.K. Surendran
The&Times of India News Service

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A
#®egone father, whose son
fig in the medical college got
shed up by the police, gets an
assgplt.charge slapped on him. A
labg@irer whose only son kicked to
rin public gets arrested for a
I bootlegging. A young au-
haw driver is badly bashed
-his father is charged with
ting the police.
es of such brutality are trite.
find a curious aspect if one
the behaviour of the Kerala
: They swing into action to
their erring colleagues. The
ering of A.M. Binoy, a dental
student at the capital’s bus station a
few days ago is a case in point.

A police man accosted the young
manin the city bus stand at night by
charffing him with picking a pocket.
Thegyouth denied it and showed
himfiis driving licence to prove that
he %S a dental student on a visit to

his‘gcle there. But a man, said to
be the genuine pickpocket, goaded
the policeman to take the youth
intoeustody. The youth was taken
to Hre.station nearby and allegedly
subfected to torture.

It was later learnt that a passen-
ger had lost his purse and the dental
student identified the pickpocket in
action. The pickpocket said to be
one 'Raju, known to the police cir-
cles, countercharged the youth of
takihlg the money. He sought the
help of his friend, a policeman, and
got'the young man hooked for the
offetice. The policemen reportedly
defied the order of the circle in-
spector who had dropped in at
night and advised them to release
the youth. The youngman was bad-
ly beaten up in custody. His kidney
was damaged, say medical reports.
But the medico’s travails did not
stop at that.

Binoy's father, K.A. Basheer, was
on his way to hospital to take his son
there for treatment, A traffic cop
waved for his car to stop for viola-
tion of traffic rules. The father, sad
and angry at the police, is reported
to have shouted at the policeman
and enquired if the police wanted to
kill Him too. Verbal duel led to a

ecry police br

lity™”

scuftle and the foliceman tipped off
his colleagues on the wireless about
Mr Basheer. Mok policemen came
and took the car alongwith the pa-
tient to the station and charged the
father with attacking the police and
violting traffic rules.

Only a couple of days ago a truck
driver. Shahul Hamid. was allegedly '
beaten black and blue for refusing
give a bribe to the traffic police.
Both the victims of police highhand-
edness are undergoing treatment in
the general hospital. He too faces a
couple of charges of committing of-
fences of which he is innocent.

In the first week of December, a
youth was kicked to death in Ala-
puzha by the alleged illicit liquor
lobby. The youth was one of the ac-
tivists against bootlegging in the
area. When his father, Sadasivan, sat
in dharna before the police station,
he was promptly charged with boot-
legging and attack on the police.

Sadhhique, a handicapped man
in Kozhikode, was reported to have
been thrashed by the circle inspec-
tor himself when he refused to va-
cate a shop he had taken on rent.
The victim now is facing a “tres-
passing” case. Numerous such cases
of police vengeance are surfacing
after the medico’s incident.

Police commissioner A.K. Sinha
said the cases did not show a pat-
tern of organised police violence.
“They are unfortunate stray events
involving policemen.” he said. But
he could not fully explain how the
police entertained anti-social ele-
ments and habitual offenders in the
police station. A policeman accost-
ing an unwary citizen in the compa-
ny of a historysheeter is bad news
for the people.

Chief minister E.K. Nayanar as-
sured the Kerala assembly that he
would not brook such police behav-
iour and those involved would be
chargesheeted. Three policemen
have subsequently been suspended.
However, the human rights organi-
sations have demanded the arrest
of the erring policemen and not just
suspension. They point out that sus-
pensions fail to deter the police
highhandedness as 38 suspensions
had taken place in the past five
years.
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KARNATAKA’SNWWIOVE TO set up a State Human
Rights Commissisn (SHRC) has not come too
soon. It is in fact insumbent on all the States to
establish SHRCs to provide an institutional am-
bit for the protection and promotion of human
rights. Only nine States have a functional SHRC
and five more have notified their intention to
create one. There is no reason why the others
should not follow suit. Only those who want to
gloss over police excesses will remain reluctant.
The NHRC alone cannot monitor the entire
country and launch suo motu action where it
deems necessary, on the basis of information
from the States. It becomes much easier for an
SHRC to begin its own investigation of any hu-
man rights violation in the State and take the
help of the NHRC, where necessary. The Centre
and the NHRC must act'in tandem to drive home
the message to all States — that they should first
set up SHRCs and then ensure that they play a
pro-active role in monitoring the functioning of
the police and other State agencies. Like the
public interest litigation which revolutionised
dispensation of justice, the human rights scena-
rio needs a catalytic agent to make the SHRCs
come alive,

Given the pendency of cases in the courts
around the country, there is a strong case to
activate the Human Rights Commissions so that
they can take care of at least this area of concern.
If the SHRCs can demonstrate their value by
launching suo motu action and investigating pri-
ma facie violation of human rights in their area,
it can have a salutary effect on the State agen-
cies, especially the law enforcement authorities.
Incidents of custodial deaths, high-handedness
of the authorities, the plight of thousands of un-
dertrials languishing in prisons and cases of vio-
lence sparked by an atrocity are some avenues in
which an SHRC can certainly act on its own.
Both the Centre and the NHRC must ensure that

STATES MUST TAKE THE LEAD

they assist the State Governments XHOt only set

up SHRCs but ensure they get funds, manpower
and support to discharge their functions, States

‘such as Delhi, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, Ta-

mil Nadu, Bihar and West Bengal were among
the first to get started with their SHRCs. Unless
an SHRC can function effectively, deal with the
incidents of human rights violations and submit
its reports in good time, it serves no purpose.
The time has come for States to get their SHRCs
to probe police firings or other violent incidents
and act on their reports and recommendations.

The Chairman of the NHRC, Mr. J. S. Verma,
has emphasised the urgency of implementing
some of its recommendations. A high level com-
mittee, for instance, suggested that education on
fundamental rights and duties be launched in
schools. This committee worked along with the
NCERT to produce an interim and then a final
report. There was no follow up action based on
their recommendations. This reflects on the sta-
tus and importance attached to such vital issues.
Similarly, around 43,000 cases are pending with
the NHRC and given its capacity as well as the
cooperation from the State Governments or
agencies, when can it deal with them? Instead of
waiting for international agencies or human
rights groups to sermonise to them on the im-
portance of human rights, it is time the Govern-
ment of India and the NHRC took up this
challenge more seriously. To demonstrate this
seriousness, they must first focus on a new hu-
man rights orientation programme for the
armed forces, paramilitary and the police forces.
All Government agencies must be made con-
scious of their duties. An awareness of human
rights and the existence of these Commissions
must be created. Central and State Governments
must recognise the work of the Commissions
and act on their reports. Only then will their

purpose be served. /
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Rights situation bleak 7

in Pakistan: Rep

- Mubashir Zaidi ~
Islamabad, March 16 H - \A
Al

THE HUMAN Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
painted a bleak picture of human
rights in the country in its annual
report issued yesterday.

Calling upon the military leader
General Pervez Musharraf to
restore democracy in the country
the report said that every interrup-
tion of representative government
had only done damage to national
integration, political growth and
international standing.

Top human rights activist and
UN rapporteur Asma Jehangir
said that the holding of local bod-
ies election to bypass the general
election was not a right st

id the military gov-
s plan to hold local bodies

polls should not be in isolation but
be a part of the general restoration
of democracy.

The report demanded that the
political leaders and activists
charged with any kind of miscon-
duct should be tried in open court,
transparently and according to the
normal laws of the land.

Discrimination against minori-
ties was on the rise. The report
claimed that the Hindu minority
had to suffer intolerance, particu-
larly during the tension with India.

The report recommended a

crackdown on all camps imparting
guerrilla training.. It recommends
trial of the religious complaints in
the ordinary courts.
e report disclosed that 1000
women were killed in the name of
honour killings with 353 incidents
of Karo-Kari (honour killings) in
Sindh alone.
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Nerdict on Pak klller ‘barbarlc

but ordering a puljl conv1ct10n and cutting him__
up into pieces was parbaric.

nﬂ

' ISLAMABAD March 17. — Pakistani lawyers
and poht1c1ans have described as barbaric a
judge’s verdict that serial child killer Javed
Igbal be put to death in the same gruesome fash-
ion in which he had slain 100 children.

A Pakistani court has ordered that Igbal’s body
be:cut into 100 pieces after death and dissolved
in acid. Critics said this amounts to the state
matching the convict’s barbarity.

Ms Asma Jehangir, former Human Rights
Coemmission of Pakistan chairperson, said such
state barbarism would “only dehumanise society
and give rise to fascist tendencies. The ends of
justice are never met through anger and emo-
tion.”

Mr Hamid Khan, Pakistan Bar Council mem-
ber and former Lahore High Court Bar
Association president, said it was a cruel
and unusual punishment because the state
could not match the barbarity of a convict, how-
eveé' cruel he may be. It has to be reasonable, he
said.

The Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaaf vice-chairman
said hanging Iqgbal was the right punishment

l INDIA ABROAD NEWS SERVICE

Punjab Bar Council member Mr Hafiz Abdur
Rehman Ansari said there was no precedence in
law for such punishments to murder convicts
even under the Qisas law. The Qisas law
demands death for death, but not cutting up of
the body later. He said Islam does not provide
for such punishments.

Pro-Pakistan Muslim League lawyer Chaudhry
Riasat termed the punishment unusual and
extraordimary. He, however, said the case had
exposed the country’s drawbacks in offering pro-
tection to runaway children, the inability of law
enforcement agencies to prevent what had hap-
pened to them and to conduct investigations
properly.

Jamaat-i-Islami chief Qazi Husain Ahmad said
that first, the country had got a bad name
because of the brutal killing of 100 children and
now, after the verdict, the West would get a
chance to broadcast that Islam is a religion of
barbaric punishments. But the Shariat doesn’t
provide for the destruction or burning of any

convict’s body. Jt clearly forbids such punish-
ments.
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/N/HRC unfazed over statute review panel

. Cuttack, March 19 K.\

NATIONAL HUMAN Rights
Commission (NHRC) chairman
Justice J S Verma said he was not
disturbed with the setting up of a
Constitutional Review Comm-
ission by the Centre.

"l am sure that Commission
chairman Justice M N Venkatach-
alaiah, a person not only of proven
ability but also of commitment,
and other members of the panel,
would not indulge themselves in
any exercise which they should not
do," Justice Verma said.

Delivering the 11th Dr.
Harekrishna Mahtab memorial
lécture on a controversial topic
"Working of the Constitution, a
fresh look” here yesterday, the new
NHRC chairman rejected the

pprehensions expressed by many
ctions of the society about the
fage of the Indian Constitution fol-
lowing the government's decision
to riview its working.

Juskice Verma clarified that the
Venkatachalaiah Committee after
conducting an academic exercise
could only make certain recom-
mendations for consideration in
Parliament which was the supreme
decision-making body of Indian
democracy.

He added that even Parliament
could not alter the Constitution's
basic structure, as it could not act
beyond its permissible limit. The
apex court had made this clear in
its verdict in the Keshabananda
Bharti case, he said.

- The people were the ultimate
keepers of the Constitution -

Justice Verma, who probed the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case -
said, adding they were duty bound
to see that the Constitution was
not only preserved but also utilised
in the manner in which the framers
had expected it to work,

He said for ensuring the stability
of the Constitution and a healthy
democracy, citizens should be
made aware of and educated in the
spirit of the Constitution.

It is necessary that all of us do
serious introspection to find out
the cause for non-realisation of

our constitutional promises,
Justice Verma said.
He said that though the

Constitution had been amended
several times in the past 50 years, a
closer scrutiny was required on dif-
ferent issues. (UNI)
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AUS slaps China

softly on the
wrist for human
rights violation

BY JONATHAN MIRSKY

ondon: When the United Nations Human Rights Com-

mission opens its annual deliberations in Geneva, the

United States will be ready with its condemnation of

China’s human rights record. But Beijing, supported by
its aflies, will slip away ~ once again — from facing the con-
sequences of its internal brutality.

What Chinese actions have caused even the US, which usu-
ally seeks to curry favour with Beijing, to stand in judgment
on China’s violations of the international covenants to which
it is obligated? )

The US state department recently spelled out the Chinese
abuses, emphasising that the past year was one of human
rights retrogression. Included in the indictment was the
sweeping crackdown on the Falun Gong religious movement,
the imprisonment of virtuaily every member of the Democra-
tic Party, no discernible rule of law, religious persecution in
Buddhist Tibet and Muslim Xinjiang, and the detention of
Protestant and Catholic pastors and priests. Amnesty Interna-
tional reports that more extra-legal executions occur in China
than in all other countries of the world combined.

The blunt fact is that China’s human rights record has dete-
riorated since 1998, when China signed ~ but has yel to rat-
ify — the UN covenant on civil and political rights.

Here, therefore, is a repudiation of the nonconfrontational
strategy for dealing with Beijing laid out in late 1998 by the
US national security advisor, Samuel Berger, not long after
President Bill Clinton, during his trip to Beijing, spoke of
“the real progress” China had made on human rights. Mr
Berger, taking a position since imitated by Britain, France,
and Germany, stated that “through engagement you can get a
lot of serious things done and promote American values and
maybe even advance the
process of change in
China.”

This truckling to China
led Prime Minister Tony
Biair of Britain, during his
trip to Beijing in October
1998, to claim that his per-
intervention  had

Some suggest that

the reason for this
year’s American motion
of condemnation —
there was none last
year — is that it suits
Mr Clinton to sound
just robust enough on
Beijing to persuade a
sceptical Congress to
vote for Chinese entry
into the World Trade
Organisation

Democratic  Party,
detention, although
rime Minister’s plane
had barely taken off when
Mr Xu was replaced
behind bars to begin a thir-
teen-year sentence — 13
years, that is, on top of the
12 years he had already
served after 1979. This
reversal did not stop Mr
Blair from saying he want-
ed Britain to be China’s “best friend in Europe”; nor, accord-
ing to a recent report, did it deter foreign secretary Robin
Cook from instructing the Metropolitan Police to be extra
tough on demonstrators during President Jiang Zemin's
recent visit to Britain.

As has been the case every year since 1990 at the annual
session of the UN Human Rights Commission, China will
probably succeed this time in rounding up enough allies, whe
also violate human rights, to secure a “no action” motion at
Geneva. Beijing's diplomats have been working for months
to ensure that as at all other UN meetings, nongovernmenta!
groups will not be able to testify about Chinese human rights
transgressions. :

1nere 1s litlle evidence that Washington ever mounts a
diplomatic, offensive designed to counter Beijing’s either in
scope or vigour. This leads to the surmise that the US does
not really want China to stand condemned. Some suggest that
the reason for this year’s American motion of condemnation
— there was none last year — is that it suits Mr Clinton to
sound just robust enough on Beijing to persuade a sceptical
Congress to vote for Chinese entry into the World Trade
Organisation. Such parochial cynicism means that few coun-
tries in Western Europe will support the US motion. Indeed,
it is probably already as good as dead.

Can the international complaisance with regard to China be
explained? Perhaps it is because — unlike pariahs like Iran,
Irag, and Serbia — the Chinese are thought to menace only
their own people and not the West.

So in Geneva there will only be the soft sound of an Amer-
ican slap on the Chinese wrist. This will signal yet again not
simply a moral failure on the part of the Western demacra-
cies. but a pragmatic one. Beijing blusters but has little bite.

Gerald Segal, who until his death last year wrote incisively
about China asked near the end of his life, “Does China mat-
ter?" He observed that despite its huge population, “as a mar-
ket, a power, and a source of ideas,” China should be seen as
second-rank nation although it had “mastered the art of diplo-
matic theatre.” Only if Beijing is treated as the capital of a
nation on a par with Brazil, Mr Sega}! wrote, would the Chi-
nese confront their shortcomings and undertake political
reform.

Future historians will marvel that despite violating its inter-
national obligations and savaging its most admirable citizens
—- 1ot to say upsetting the peace of its region — China suc-
ceeded for so ong with its diplomatic smoke and mirrors,
By arrangement with the International Hevald Tribune
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EU alls f‘or/ rights probe

Geneva, Mar : Europedn
Union calied on Fues y-for a seri-
ous and independent hvestigation
into alleged atrocities\in Chech-
nya.
But EU President  Portugal,
speaking on behalf of the bloc,
stopped short of calling for a reso-
lution rebuking Russia over its
military drive in the province.

Foreign minister Jaime Gama’

-said in a speech to the main United
Nations human rights forum that
public opinion was -alarmed by
reports - of - widespread human
rights violations in Chechnya. “A

M

serious an mdtpendem mvestiga-
tion must be carried out without
delay in order that those responsi-

. ble can be brought to account,” he

said.

“The EU stresses the importance
of an intermational presence in
Chechnya and urges the Russian
authorities to comply with their
commitments and rapidly launch
full and transparent investigations
into alleged human rights viola-
tions,” he added.

Mr Gama was speaking on behalf
of the 15-member bloc as weil as
10 associated central and eastern

European counmes

Swiss foreign minister Joseph
Deiss also appealed to Russia to
investigate allegations of atroci-
ties. “Perpetrators of summary
executions and torture must be
punished,” he said.

UN human rights chief Mary
Robinson, who travels to Chech-
nya on April 1-2, has said she will
look into allegations of torture and
ill-treatment in detention camps in
the region. She plans to report back
to the commission, which meets
until April 28, and could order a.
full investigation. (Reuters)



‘China puts
rights onus
on USA\@

7
TRUST OF INDIA g\’ N

, March 23. — Chi
today blatned the USA for con
tinued suMpension of talks on
the human rights issue but
expressed willingness to
resume a dialogue provided
Washington gave up its “con-
frontationist” attitude.

Commeunting on Sino-US
human rights dialogue, foreign
ministry spokesman Mr Sun
Yuxi said bilateral contacts
over human rights remained
suspended and blamed
Washington for the pregent sit-
nation. :

“The solutica to this is that
the US gives up confrontation
and returns to dialogue,” Mr
Sun said.

Farlier Chinese foreign min-
ister Mr Tang Jiaxuan had
warned that if the US was
bent upon confrontation on the
gquestien of human rights,
Beijing would be “obliged” to
fight to the finish.

Mr Tang also remarked that
the Chinese had never been
afraid of “any bluffs and pres-
sure”,

The sparring comes in the
wake of the US decision to
move a resolution against
China’s human rights practices
at the ongoing session of the
UN Human Rights commission
in Geneva,

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albriglt is expected
to lobby for the American reso-
lution and make a speech, crit-
icising Beijing’s recent crack-
down on freedom: of speech and
religion. Chlinese foreign min-
istry officials, however, believe
they can manage to defeat the
move,
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~"U.N. panel to
hear rights cases
in East Timar ;

By P. S. Suryanara
SINGAPORE, MARCH 22. The Uni
Nations today said its transitiopal
outfit in East Timor had set
judicial panel to hear cases while
an emissary sent to Phnom Penh
had attained some progress but
no agreement with Cambodia on
a tribupnal to try the surviving
Khmer Rouge leaders for geno-

cide in the "70s.

The U.N.’s Assist;(n?SeC!‘/e(%ry-
General, Mr. Heidi Annabi, told
the Security Council in a briefing
on East Timor that the law and
order had improved and the chief
of the U.N. peacekeeping force,
Lt. Gen. Jaime de los Santos, had
lowered the perceived security
threat  categorisation  almost
across the entire half-island.

According to Mr. Annabi, the
U.N. Transitional Administration
in East Timor (UNTAET), oversee-
ing the territory’s movement to-
wards full independence in two or
three years’, had just nowsetup a
panel consisting of native persons
and foreigners as judges.

On Cambodia, the U.N. official
noted that the leader of a team
sent by the world body to Phnom
Penh had presently reported
modest or a little progress on the
question of the tribunal.

A U.N. official in New York said
the effort was still focused on en-
abling Cambodia to set up a na-
tional tribunal that could,
however, prosecute the old
Khmer Rouge leaders in accord-
ance with international standards
of justice. Mr. Correll, too, spoke
in Phnom Penh in a similar vein
of helping Cambodia over the
question of a national tribunal.
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Correspondent

Commission
convened a
meeting under the chairmanship
of Mr. Justice J.S. Verma to dis-
cuss issues concerning HIV/AIDS
affected people.

It was decided to organise a
conference here in May to create
awareness amongst policy-mak-
ers about the rights involved in
the prevention and control of
HIV/AIDS.

The meeting was attended by
the UNICEF representative, Mr.
Allan Court, the Programme Offi-

n right

cer, UNAIDS\Mr. Gordon Alexan-
der, the Joint rector, NACQ, Dr.
P.L. Joshi, and Coordinator, Ms.
Kiran Sharma.

The NHRC Secretary General,
Mr. N. Gopalaswami, its Joint Sec-
retary, Ms. S. Jalaja, and member,
Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal, were also
present.

Mr. Justice Verma stated that
though the health and medical as-
pects of AIDS had received atten-
tion, a comprehensive look at all
aspects, including legal, social
and psychological issues as also
the rights of the affected vis-a-vis
others, was necessary.

He observed that only sporadic

THE HINDU
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AIDS victims

attempts had been made to create
awareness on these issues. There-
fore, it was necessary to mobilise
every instrument of governance
to consolidate the isolated efforts
made by different groups/agen-
cies and organisations to create a
structure to deal with the prob-
lem in all its dimensions.

There was broad agreement
that human rights approach went
much beyond the affected indi-
vidual to include rights of women,
young people and children to in-
formation, services and support.
Human rights occupied the cen-
tral position when issues relevant
to HIV/AIDS were considered.
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f(]hfna flays US

Beijing, January 31 Y- ‘«z‘

""CHINA HAS reacted sharply ‘m
“‘the proposed US move to intro-
..duce a human rights censure
~ motion against Beijing at the UN
“"Human Rights Commission, say-
... ing it amounted to "meddling in its
. internal affairs” and would hamper
““bilateral dialogue on human rights
issue.
Terming
human rights violations in China as
. “groundless’, Chinese Vice Foreign
, Minister Wang Guangya said "no
- one should venture to be the
teacher of others."
sun: The US State Department has
.said it planned to push ahead with
the human rights censure motion

at the 56th session of the UNHRC

the allegations of

in m rcm«eneva, in view of

'deterforating’ human rights situa-
tion irf China last year.

The proposed motion amounts
to "meddling in China's internal
affairs", Wang, who is in-charge of
China's rights dialogue with the
US, was quoted as saying by the
official China Daily newspaper
today.

He said it would render a serious
setback to the Sino-US human
rights dialogues.

"A dialogue on human rights
between China and the US will not
be possible if no concrete steps are
taken by the US to eliminate the
adverse effects of the anti-China
resolution.”

Claiming that China now had the
best human rights situation in its

% 1E6 200

move on rights issue

M

history, he said "scapegoating
China's human rights is without
justification and doomed to fail."

He said eight similar attempts by
the US could not muster enough
votes in Geneva.

Wang said the US move reflected
that some people in America were
clinging to the cold war mentality
and using human rights as an
excuse to undermine China's polit-
ical stability.

He also charged that the anti-
China rights resolution was driven
by partisan campaigns for the next
US presidential election.

Even the US has serious rights
abuses, he said citing use of mili-
tary by the US to suppress the
Branch Davidian cult.

(PTI)



RIGHTS PANEL FINDINGS / DEFIANT EXCT\NI CHIEF REJECTS CHARGES

ahman Wabhid, and Gen. Wiranto, Se-
{nister for Politics and Security Affairs,

one of the officers responsible for the carnage
in East Timor late last year. Gen. Wiranto de-
clined to resign from Mr. Wahid's Cabinet on
the basis of what were described as “assump-

tions”, but the battle lines between the two /s
were not fully drawn, _\/\,
Gen. Wiranto not only disagreed with the

findings by the commission (Komnas HAM)
but also lammbasted it on three counts. He said:
“All that 1 did so that East Timor could hold the
ballot (the U.N.-sponsored referendum last
August on independence from Indonesia) was
notmentioned” by “KPP-HAM', a sub-panel of
“Komnas HAM” that conducted a preliminary
investigation into the alleged involvement of
Gen. Wiranto and five other military officers in
the anti-independence carnage.

Following the recommendation by *‘Komnas
HAM" that Gen. Wiranto and over 30 others be
investigated further, Mr. Wahid said, on the
sidelines of the World Economic Forumn sum-
mit in Davos last night, that he would, on re-
turning to Jakarta by the middle of this month
on the completion of his current foreign tour,
ask Gen. Wiranto to step down. In Mr. Wahid's
view, he could not allow personal feelings to
come in the way of a full determination of the
facts in the wake of the findings by “Komnas
HAM" that Gen. Wiranto was accountable for
the failure of security in East Timor following
its independence vote and the “crimes against
humanity”” that were committed there.

Maintaining that he would not agree with
certain aspects of the report by “Komnas
HAM”, Gen. Wiranto said in Jakarta today that
the commission “‘had not paid attention” to
“all the information from the military and oth-
er witnesses.” He did not, however, specify
who the other witnesses were. In his opinion.
the sub-panel, which had interrogated him
and some other Generals, “should have only

@,

THE GOLDEN HANDSHAKE: The Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Security,

id@wants Wiranto to resign
s, suryanarayand ) XD

Gen. Wiranto (right), bids farewell to the President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wahid, in
Jakarta as Mr. Wahid embarks on his foreign tour on Friday. — AP

gathered information” and carried out an
“analysis” of that “information” so as to de-
cide if human rights violations had been com-
mitted. It was on the basis of these two
objections that Gen. Wiranto put up his pri-
mary defence, for the first time in the public
domain, that the comruission had ignored his
contribution to the conduct of the U.N. ballot.

Gen. Wiranto’s other points of defence in-
cluded the reference to such actions as the im-
position of martial law in East Timor for the
stated purpose of restoring peace there in the
wake of the mayhem that followed the voting.

The lawyers defending Gen. Wiranto and
other military officers dismissed the panel’s

THE HINDU
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findings as “political recommendations.” The
main counsel, Mr. Adnan Buyung Nasution,
said the commission’s call for an investigation
by the Attorney General was “without any legal
basis.”

Today’s war of words between Gen. Wiranto
and Mr. Wahid more or less eclipsed the deci-
sion by the United Nations Secretary General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, not to consider constituting an
international human rights tribunal to probe
Gen, Wiranto and others and allow Indonesia
to complete its own investigations in the first
place. The U.S. backed the U.N. line although
this deeply disappointed the independence
leaders of East Timor. .
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NHRC pulls up Govt on Kashmir

M ‘Pandits’ issue not handled properly M Groups demand the State-be split into four

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEB 3 -

Q%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
1 \ \ NEW DELHI, FEB 3

the Jammu and Kashmir Government for not hakdling
the Kashmiri Pandit migrants’ problems properly.

The Commission expressed disappointment at the manger in
which a special committee, set up by the State Government on
its directives to deal with the migrants’ problems, has been func-
tioning.

“The manner in which the committee is carrying out the work
to formulate the policies and principles in respect of the migrants
gives an impression that serious attention is not being paid by the
authorities concerned in this regard,” a three-member bench ob-
served. The Commission’s observations came during a recent
hearing of a petition filed by Kashmiri Samiti of Dethi and Indo-
Canadian Kashmiri Forum.

Expressing serious concern over irregular functioning of the
committee, the NHRC pointed out that the Committee met only
twice since it was constituted last year despite its own suggesti()n
to meet every fortnight. Even the notice for the meeting is ‘casu-
ally’ sent to the special rapporteur of the NHRC the bench ob-
served.

The NHRC accepted the plea of the Samiti that the cut-off
date for fresh registration of displaced persons be extended for
the benefit of those who left the Valley after 1990.

It asked the Samiti to send to the city government the list of
Kashmiri Pandits who migrated after 1990 and settled in Delhi,
NHRC sources said.

NATIONAL Human Rights Commlssmn ha‘s/}\u ed up

REE prominent organisa-

l tions of Jammu and Kashmir

today raised a joint demand for

splitting the state into four parts and

opposed grant of autonomy to the

state assought by the National Confer-
ence government.

Leaders of Jammu Joint Students
Front (JJSF), Ladakh Buddhist Asso-
ciation (LBA) and Panun Kashmir at
a press conference here also criticised
the Vajpayee Government for being

“silent” over the endorsement by the
state Cabinet of the report which en-
visages limiting the Centre’s powers in
thestate.

“We demand political reorganisa-
tion of the J&K state which envisages
Union territory for Ladakh, separate
state for Jammu and creation of Panun
(own) Kashmir with a Union territory
status for seven lakh intemally dis-
placed Kashmiri people,”
they said. JISF president Rajinder
Jamwal and LBA president Tsamphel
charged that their regions had

INDIAN EXPRESS
= 41E8 1M

throughout been “discriminated
against by the state governments dom-
inated by Kashmiris” and said carving
out separate entities of Jammu and
Ladakh would be an appropriate way
toaddress the grievances of the people
of these two regions. “Ladakhis have
alwaysbeen dominated (by Kashmir).

- 'We have never been comfortable and

that is why we had started a campaign
for UT status in 1989, Samphel said,
adding they later settled for hill district
status for the sake of national interest.

The LBA leader said the Ladakhis .

had “again started feeling that our ex-
istence and future isin danger, particu-
larly after the Farooq Abdullah gov-
ernment mooted the idea of pre-1953

position for the state. “Right now, ifwe

have any problems with the state gov-
emment, we tush to the Centre.
Where will we go if the Centre’s powers
in the state are reduced?” he said.
Jamwal said the people of Jammu and
Ladakh as well as Kashmiri pandits
had nothing to do with more auton-
omy for the state and that it was “the
demand of only the National Confer-
ence.”
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Wiranto susp IlSl n
[anto susp

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR ,, ,
54

JAKARTA, Feb. 15— The
secretarv-general, Mr Kof
Annan, has hailed the Inda-
nesian President, Mr Abdur-
rahaman Wahid's decision to
suspend former military chief,
General Wiranto, form the
Cabinet over his alleged invol-
vement in the bloodshed in
East Timor last vear.

"The government of Indonesia
has demonstrated its determi-
nation to put those accused on
trial and if it does go through. I
toink it will make Indonesia
stronger and it will be helpful
for its own legal svstem,” My
Annan said on his arrival in
Indoneasia today.

Vesterday. he said a 'nohdt
tribunal won't be set up "ax
this stage” to try those respon-
sble for the East Timor atroct
ties that followed its vote for
independence,

A UN human rights commis-
sion's recommended an inter-
aational human vights tribunal
b set up to trv those responsi-

-hle for the bloodshed.
Y’ Mr Annan is likely to discuss

the Timor issue with Mr Wahid
tomorrow, officials said.

Army supports Wahid: The
Indonesian military today
pledged to "secure” Mr Wahid's
decision on General Wiranto,
the Jakarta Post reports.

"“TNI will respect the Preki-
dent’s decision and faithful
ensure and secure it's imple-
mentation," the TNI chief, Ad-
miral Widodo AS, said. He
expressed confidence that Gen
Wiranto would also accept the
decision.

US reaction: Supporting Mr
Wahid's decision to suspend
Gen Wiranto , the state depart-
ment spokesman, Mr James
Rukin, said: "The USA strongly
supports democratic and con-
stitutional government," JANS
veports from Washington.

Aid workers threatened:
International aid workers were
yvesterday threatened at gun-
point by police while accompa-
nying East Timorese refugees

\

from West Timor, adds DPA

—
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“Rights activists hail
ruling on Pmochet,

Madrid, February 16 .}{77. JA

CHILEAN HUMAN rigl'lts
activists yesterday punched the air
in celebration as Britain's High
Court ruled against

step closer to see ng Pmochet :
being extradited to Spdin to face
the courts there," Vivjana Diaz,
president of familiep of the
detained disappeared, Said at the
headquarters of the

Augusto Pinochet,! ggprm
blocking any rapid; @i
return home of the-

Former Chilean dictator

§ |protest group.
Around 100 angry
iPinochet support-

detained  former, Augusto Pinochet has suf- jers protested in the
dictator. fered brain damage and Chilean capital,
The High Court, would have difficulty under- |throwing eggs at the

ruled on Tuesday’
that British Home’
Secretary (Interior
Minister) Jack
Straw must give a,
key medical reportt -
on the 84-year-old Pmochet to
those countries seeking his extradi-

;io:;t; stand trial for alleged tor-
tu
"Happy. satisfied, we are one

report.

standing and
questions at a trial, Spain's
ABC newspaper said today,
citing a British medical

answering ;Belgium embassy,

the country behind

‘the latest legal

{move. Witnesses

(Rueters) 1said pro-and anti-

e et PINIOChEL  ACLIVISES

clashed on the streets of Santiago.

Chile's government said the deci-
sion puts the drawn-out case one
step closer to being closed.

(Reuter.&/
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Jakarta vowé/ trials over—

East Timor

Jakarts; February 16 M/ \[\

NDONESIA, UNDER the
thféat of an international war
crimes tribunal, today vowed to
prosgcyte those responsible for
last ygay's atrocities in East Timor.
After talks with President
Abdurrahman Wahid and Vice-
President Megawati Sukarnoputri
at the presidential palace, United
Natigns Secretary-General Kofi
AnnT warned calls for a U N tri-

bunal would be revived if Jakarta
failed to honour its promise.
MriWahnd has already been
forced to dump former armed
forces ‘ Chief General Wiranto
fromjthe Cabinet and order an
inveiigation by the Attorney-
Gendral after a human rights
inquiyy: implicated Wiranto and

five other genetals in the blood-
shed.

"It is important that those who
were responsible for the atrocities
be brought to justice in order to
send a message out that impunity
will not be allowed to stand,” Mr
Annan told reporters.

He said there would be no need
for an international human rights
tribunal on East Timor if
Indonesia brought those responsi-
ble to trial. "Of course, if that does-
n't happen, the Council has a right
to revert to it," he said.

Asked about his earlier promise
of a pardon if Wiranto faced trial
and was convicted, Mr Wahid said:
"We will prosecute those involved.
And then later the decision would
tell us what to do.” He did not elab-
orate. Mr Annan would not com-

\trocities

e fuan

mcm on the possibility of a par-
don.

Gen. Wiranto, who denies any
wrongdoing, led the military when
pro-Jakarta militias backed by
Indonesian troops went on a sys-
tematic campaign of killing and
destruction last September after
East Timorese voted overwhelm-
ingly to throw off Indonesia’s rule.

Analysts have said” Mr Wahid
would be unable to resist domestic
and foreign pressure to put
Wiranto and other generals on
trial, despite likely stiff opposition
from hardline clements of the
politically powerful armed forces.

But they sav his offer of a pardon
may help kecp the lid on the mili-
tary, alrcady angry at Mr Wahid's
push to get them back into the bar-
racks from politics. (Reutg},
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U.S. steps up criticism of

China’s r1 his

By Jal Taraporevala

MUMBALI: Senior U.S. offic\a s
have, of late, stepped up criticism of
China’s human rights record. They
have even indicated that Washing-
ton could sponsor a resolution con-
demning Beijing at the United Na-
tions Human Rights Commission
in Geneva next month.

The U.S. is apparently signalling
its displeasure at the manner in
which the Chinese have been deal-
ing with the issues of the Falun

ecord\”

spective of progress on other bi-
lateral issues.

The American denunciation of
China’s human rights performance
has also been prompted by consid-
rations of domestic politics. There
e those in the U.S,, especially on
apitol Hill, who are opposed to a
soft approach towards Beijing. By
publicly ticking off China, the ad-
ministration in Washington is -
therefore seeking to placate these
critics to some extent.

Gong sect, Tibet,

Apart from h

the Muslims of ™= NEWS ANALYSIS ==

Xinxiang and political dissent, even
though the past few months have
witnessed an easing in bilateral ten-
sions between Beijing and Wash-
ington on some issues.

For instance, the U.S. has
dropped its objections to China
joining the World Trade Organisa-
tion. The matter concerning com-
pensation for the American missile
attack against the Chinese embassy
in Belgrade has also been settled.
But by condemning China’s human
rights record in categorical terms,
the U.S. is emphasising the point
that it intends to keep up the pres-
sure on human rights questions, ir-

man rights, the
two nations have substantial differ-
ences on such questions as trade, in-
vestment opportunities, Taiwan and
arms sales. This being so, by criticis-
ing Beijing on human rights, Wash-
ington is indirectly trying to gain
more leverage in the bilateral dis-
cussions on the other issues that di-
vide them.

It is, however, not in the interests
of either side to undermine the re-
lationship seriously on account of
strategic, économic and geopoliti-
cal factorssEven so, tensions are
likely to continue to characterise
Sino- American relations for the
foreseeable future.
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I l HE privatisation ofpris-
ons started in industri-
alised countries in the

mid-1970. In these countries,

there had been a sharp

increase in the prison popula-
tion following the decision of
the respective governments to
get tough on crime and lawless-
ness. For example, in the US,
the number of in-mates in state
and federal prisons increased

from 328,695 at the end of 1980

to 12,24,554 at the end of 1997.

There was a similar rise in the

UK. The present prison popula-

tion in the UK is about 60,000.

The unprecedented growth in !

the prison population 77777

caused serious over- ) .

|

crowding in prisons
and a concomitant |
increase in correction- | g
al expenditure. These ||

developments opened |
the doors for private |3
corporations to finan-
ce and build prisons
and also to operate
and manage them.
The promise of pri-
vatisation is that it
can build, finance and
manage correctional
facilities cheaper and
faster than govern-
ment agencies. Advo-
cates of privatisation
claim that private operators
can run facilities more effi-
ciently and cost-’e»ffep\_ti;‘x\ely.,\

'

COERCIVEPOWERS

In England, the Adam ®mith
Institute, the ultra-free myrket
think-tank, in 1984 produced a
pamphlet advocating privatisa-
tion of prisons. Initially it Was
viewed as an eccentric and
unreliable idea not to be taken
seriously. But in 1991 the law
was changed to allow all types
of prisons to be run by private
contractors. The first private
prison in England was opened
in 1992

In the US, there are about 21
companies that manage 88
prisons which incarcerate
about 50,000 inmates. This
business has experienced phe-
nomenal growth. Some compa-
nies make hefty profits. The
largest pricon company, the
Correction Corporation of
America, made a profit in 1993
of $4 million on $100 million of
revenue — a 57 per cent
increase from the previous
year. Founded in 1983, CCA
controls 30 per cent of the pri-
vate correction market.

Today, the US has approxi-
mately 1.8 million people
behind bars; about 100,000 in
federal custody, 600,000 in
local jails and 1.1 million in
state custody. Prisons hold per-
sons convicted of federal or

state crimes, jails hold people
awaiting trial or serving short
sentences. The US now impris-
ons more people than any other

' country in the world — per-

haps half a millien more than
Communist China. Mark
Mauer, author of The Race to
Incarcerate says, “No other
society in human history has
ever imprisoned so many of its
own citizens for the purpose of
crime control.”

i National

PRIVATE PRISO

Profit Motive Warps Crimi

By SANKAR SEN .
According to one estimate, if
the present rate of growth of
the prison population contin-
ues, 4.5 million black men will
be in prison in the US by the
year 2020. Nils Christie, a Nor-
wegian criminologist, has ar-
gued that the massive prison
expansion is one of the prob-
lems faced by modern societies.
The problem is the emergence
of a large group of unemployed
young men whom society has
no need of. He writes — “itis a

The author, a retired IPS offi-
cer, is Special Rapporteur and
Chief Coordinator, Custodial
Justice Programme of the
Human
Commission,

¥ blessed situation for industry,

- but it is a fatal situation for the

" democratic ideals and for the

basic values within our social
systems”. Another country with
enthusiasm for privatisation is
Australia where a larger num-
ber of prisons are being priva-
tised than in any other coun-
try. The state of Victoria has
more private prisons than any
other place in the world. In
1997, 45 per cent of Vie-

‘toria’s prisoners were in pri-

vate prisons.
The debate between the oppo-
“nents and proponents of pri-
vatisation surfaced early and

/~ continues unabated even today.
In this debate the problems of

justice and accountability fea-
ture prominently. The eminent
criminologist Sir Leon Radzin-

owics said in 1988 when thef\
issue of privatisation was first

discussed in Great Britain: “In
a democracy grounded on the
rule of law and public account-

ability, the enforcement of

penal legislation which in-

cludes prisoners deprived of

their liberty while awaiting
trial, should be the undiluted

responsibility of the state.” It is

one thing for private companies
to provide services for the
prison system but is altogether
a different matter for bodies
whose motivation is primarily
commercial to have coercive
powers over the prisoners.

REHABILITATION

Advocates of privatisation
argue that private operators
run facilities more efficiently
and cost-effectively. Private
prisons also provide more
hours of purposeful activities
for the prisoners. They further
point out that the privatisation
is the best way to decrease
costs and construct new and
better-designed prisons more
quickly. By introducing an ele-
ment of competition and new
management techniques, cost
can be reduced and quality of
services improved. Private cor-
rectional services can operate
more efficiently because of less
bureaucracy and a higher moti-
vation to control costs.

The greatest point in favour
of private prison administra-
tion is that they are cheaper
than state institutions. How-
ever, evidence on this score is
somewhat inconclusive, A

Rights

Loy

Study aone 1or the British
Home Office in 1996 shows
that private prisons are by 13
to 22 per cent cheaper than
public sector prisons. The
study also shows that the cost
gap is narrowing.

In the US, the General
Accounting Office of the federal
government produced a report
in 1996 based on an analysis of
five studies that compared the
cost and quality of private and
public sector prisons. The
report advised that no firm
conclusion could be reached
from the studies done so far. It
could not be said categorically
that private prisons are cheap-
er and better than public pris-
ons.

Several maior cornorations
Involved in the privatisation of
corrections have indicated that
cutting salary and benefit lev-
els is one way they plan to
realise profits. In the attempt
to cut costs, privatisation
encourages investment in
expensive electronic control to
replace personnel. Private pris-
ons are designed to minimise
the number of staff required. In
the long run, a decrease in
human control will have nega-
tive consequences on the gener-
al atmosphere in prison,

Further, the critics also main-
tain that private companies
may not take adequate interest
in the rehabilitation of
the offenders,
Elements of rehabili-
tation may be incorpo-
rated in the contract,
but are likely to be
subordinated to the
profit motive. Another
implication of privati-
d sation is the impor-
1 tance of contract
Jf) details and the moni-
toring of the private
companies by the gov-
ernment personnel,
Transition from row-
ing to steering is not
always smooth. Per-
formance of the pri-
vate correctional facil-
ities should be subjected to a
vigorous external review by an
independent authority.

RAW MATERIALS

In this connection, another
develepment in the US
requires notice. The large-scate
involvement of private comps
nies in the construction an
management of prisons ha
created a “prison-industria;
complex”. The analogy is with
the military-industrial com-
plex. In the time of war, writes
Vivien Stern, “it was more
tanks and missiles and guns.
In the age of the prison indus-
trial complex, it is more barbed
wire prefabricated cells and
electronic door-locking instru-
ments”. A whole sector of US
industry is now devoted to war |
against the US citizens.

The prison-industrial complex
is based on an “iron triangle”
between the bureaucracy, pri-
vate industries and politicians.
These entities create inter-
locking financial and political
interests to push for a particu-

N

2

—

Iag' p‘oh'c;y~ of expansion of the

|

|
|

criminal justice system. It is
this congruence of special
interests that has given prison
construction a seemingly un-
stoppable momentum. Nils
Christie in Crime Control as
Industry suggests that compa-
nies that service the criminal
Jjustice system need sufficient
quantities of raw material to
guarantee long-term growth —
the raw material is prisoners
and industry will do what is
necessary to guaranfee a
steady supply.

Conditions in Indian jails are
appalling. There are serious
problems of overcrowding, lack
of sanitdtion, poor medical
facilities and these deficiencies
are compounded by utter mis-
management. The National
Humal Rights Commission
while suggesting various mea-
sures to improve conditions of
the inmates in jails has recom-
mended privatisation of some
facilities like catering.

Similarly, the West Bengal
Human Rights Commission in
its annual report 1997-98 while
noting the decline in the quali-
ty of “supplies and services” in
jails suggested that time has
come when the government
may “seriously consider to
entrust (sic) some of the jail
services to reputed NGOs, phil-
anthropic bodies and organisa-
tions of ex-servicemen etc
selectively”. The response from
the state government so far has
not been encouraging.
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_Harassment during VIP mov ment

w;ll be reduced,

The TOI Human Rights Cell (

NEW DELHI: The government has assured the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
that it will take steps “to minimise public harass-
ment-during VIP movement”.

The NHRC's director general (investigation),
Mr B.R. Karthikeyan, said here
that the government had appreci-
ated that the restriction on traffic
during VIP movement “forms vi-
olation of human rights”.

Mg, Karthikeyan who was at-
tending an “open forum” discus-
sion” programme on human
rights; said that the home min-
istry had responded to a letter
written by the NHRC to home
minister L.K. Advani. It said that
instructions had been issued to
minifiise traffic restriction, and
that police personnel had been

g/gvt ass

es NHRC

All aspects of human existence form a part of
human rights, and, therefore, society as a whole
should respond adequately for preserving and
upholding it, he said.

Talking about the “poor working conditi
in the subordinate courts, Mr Verma sat
such situations had onl
rise to promotion of exfra-judi-
cial means. He cited th¢ example
of a former director general of
police trying to “miglse the sys-
tem and resorting to unfair
means, including hjring of goons
to settle tenants-lafid owners dis-
putes”.

AccordindNo Jim, often the in-
vestigating agencies’ failure had
prompted the judiciary “to show
its teeth,” and to call it “judicial
activism” would only be a traves-
ty of the truth. “What courts

asked to behave politely with
passtrs-by.

Wt & v st srenfter
ALL HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL

were merely doing was that they
were asking the executive to do

Former NHRC chairman Jus-
tice M.N. Venkatachaliah, during the last days of
his’ tﬁﬂure had written to the home minister
pointing out the hardship pedestrians and others
face durmg VIP movement, especially in New
Delhi

Eaglier, presiding over the meeting, NHRC
chairman Justice J.S. Verma said that such traffic
restfictions which appear all of a sudden in the
middje of the road “formed gross violation of the
rxght to equality”.

“Bven I have been a victim of this VIP route
syndrpme,” Mr Verma said, citing the example of
a sitting supreme court judge, when he was put to
much public embarrassment in 1989,

their job,” he observed.Noted
lawyer Prashant Bhushan said that repeated fail-
ure to implement human rights laws effectively,
was also a failing on the part of the judiciary.
“Judiciary could often articulate only the mid-
dle class sentiments as regard the issues of envi-
ronment laws and cleaning up of slums ignoring
the plight of poorer section,” Mr Bhushan said.

However, in his observations Mr Karthikeyan
said that the judiciary had done a “remarkable”
job, given the various limitations the system was
afflicted with. Kamini Jaiswal, advocate, stressed
on sensitisation of lower courts on human rights,
saying,“It is where the common people go toset-
tle their grievances.” J

>
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USA targets

Pak, China \

r] ghts record

REUTERS, PTI & AFP Lf A 1 7\ ,)/

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26. — The US State Department’s\?nnual
report on the state of human rights around the world has
attacked China and Pakistan, criticising both countries’ records
in recent months. China reacted angrily today, telling the USA to
mind its own business.

Pakistan’s human rights record, which was poor before too,
worsened under General Pervez Musharraf, the report released
yesterday says. “The government’s poor human rights record
deteriorated under the Sharif government and there were serious
problems in several areas; however, the situation worse ed with

the seizure of power by Gen. Musharraf, in that, after the cou&\
€

citizens no longer had the right to change the government peac
fully.”

On China, the report says the country’s human rights record
worsened noticeably in 1999 as authorities targeted the China
Democracy Party, the Falun Gong spiritual movement, the media
and unregistered churches. In Beijing, the official Xinhua agency
quoted the foreign ministry spokesman, Mr Zhu Bangzao, as say-
ing: “China expresses its strong displeasure and firm opposition
to the US State Department report criticising human rights situa-
tion in the Communist country.”

{Opp. leader appeal: A member of the outlawed China
Democracy Party today urged the UN Human Rights High
Commissioner, Ms Mary Robinson, to demand the release of jailed
chinese political dissidents in her talks with Chinese leaders next
week. Wang Hongxue in an open letter also called on Ms
Rubinsor to demand Chinese officials allow her to visit jailed dis-
sident and CDP founder Xu Wenli.)

Other countries in South Asia, including India and Sri Lanka,
came in for criticism in the US report. On Israel, the report said
the country’s treatment of Palestinian detainees improved in
1999, especially after the Supreme Court banned abuses such as
shaking, sleep deprivation and the use of hoods.
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~Russia facé%re

rights abuse charges
Co N

ASSOCIATED PRESS l/

MOSCOW, Feb. 26. — A human rights group says it has %:ered
medical evidence documenting the widespread torture Jof Chechen
civilians by Russian armed forces. Preliminary findihgs from a
random survey conducted in the republic of Ingpshetia by
Physicians for Human Rights revealed systemati¢ abuses of
Chechen civilians, including summary executions, illegal deten-
tion and torture, the group said in a report released today.

PHR interviewed 326 displaced Chechens at refugee camps in
Ingushetia, which borders Chechnya, and nearly half said they
had seen civilians killed by Russian forces. “Russia’s federal
forces are brutally and arbitrarily detaining civilians, mostly
men, but women as well,” said Mr Doug Ford, who coordinated
the PHR survey. According to Mr Ford, two detainees who were
released from the Chernokozevo camp and examined by PHR doc-
tors recounted tales of severe beatings and torture by electric
shock.

The Russian Justice Ministry today denied that atrocities had
taken place at the Chernokozovo camp. It said conditions at
Chernokozovo “fully correspond to current legislation of the
Russian Federation and generally recognized norms of interna-
tional law”.

The PHR report followed yesterday’s television footage showing
bodies lying in a pit that suggested Russian troops had committed

atrocities against Chechens. The Izvestia newspaper today said

the video had been made by their correspondents in Chechnya
and given to the German television station. “The German televi-
sion company presented as atrocities by the Russian army devel-
opments which are nothing of the sort,” Izvestia said in a front-

page article. “Soldiers were burying the dead bodies of gunmen, |

whom local residents could not identify,” the newspaper said.
Scribe traced: A Russian reporter, Mr Andrei Babitsky, whose
fate aroused international concern after he disappeared in rebel
Chechnya, has been detained by police in Dagestan for carrying a
false passport, Russian media said today, adds Reuters. Itar-tass
news agency quoted a source at the Interior Ministry in
Makhachkala, capital of Dagestan, as saying Mr Babitsky was
carrying a passport issued in the name of a citizen of Azerbaijan,
Ali Musayev.



EH_BC directs Orissa Govt to
pay relief to detained boy#\ |/

New Delhi, February 27 o/ /
' X

NATIONAL HUMAN Rights
Commission has directed Orissa
Government to pay Rs 50,000 as
interim relief to a 16-year-old boy,
a victim of illegal detention by
police and alleged physical abuse
and torture.

The commission asked the State
Government to initiate disciplinary
proceedings against the superin-
tendent of police of Kandhamal,
Phulbani, for his "total lack of sen-
sitivity towards human rights prob-
lems," NHRC sources said today.
In his complaint, Jaya Kumar Sahu
had alleged that he was arrested by
officer-in-charge of Phulbani
police station who took away Rs
22,500, a gold chain, two silver
chains and a gold ring and put him
in lock-up for three days, they said.

During the period, it was alleged,
he was abused and beaten up, they

said, adding that he was also mayte
to make false confessions and even
after being produced in the court,
he was not sent to a juvenile home
but to a regular prison.

Following a notice issued by
NHRC, the SP of Kandhamal sent |
a report stating that the com- '
plainant and another person were
arrested on charges of theft and
smuggling of gemstones.
According to the SP's report, the
two were detained for three days in
the police station without being
produced before a magistrate for
interrogation, they said.

While the police officer con-
cerned had been 'censured' for his
actions, on the allegations of
removal of cash and jewellery from
the complainant, the SP's report
said the police officer who had
done the seizure had been trans-
ferred and hence the claim could
not be verified. (PT])
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~ U S. to .eek censure of Chinal~

WASHINGTON, JAN. 12. The United State

has decided to introduce a resolution
criticising China at the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights in Ge-
neva later this year citing its deterio-
rating human rights performance.

The State Department spokesman,
Mr. James Rubin, told mediapersons
at his daily press briefing on Tuesday
that the U.S. would back the resolu-
tion in March because of China's poor
human rights practices, referring to
restrictions on freedom of speech, dis-
sent and religion. “The decision to go
forward with this resolution at the
commission is based on the fact that
the Government of China’s human
rights record has continued to dete-
riorate,” he stated.

“Over the past year, the Govern-
ment of China intensified its crack-

'down on political dissent, initiated a
campaign to suppress the Falun Gong,
and intensified controls on unregis-
tered Churches and on political and
religious expression of ethnic minor-
ity groups, especially Tibetans. Con-
trols on the media and the Internet
have also been tightened,” Mr. Rubin

said. H,W “0 ((,

Noting in particular the issue of Ti-
bet and the high- ranking, 14-year-old
Karmapa Lama who trekked to India
last week, Mr. Rubin said restrictions
on freedom of speech, dissent and re-
ligion had motivated the U.S. deci-
sion. “We are concemed about
reports that the monastery from
which the Karmapa Lama fled has
been raided and that two monks have
been arrested,” he said. “We have
long been deeply disturbed about the

human rights situation in Tibet and
particularly the tight restrictions on
Tibetan Buddhism”.

Asked whether he had informed
China in advance, Mr. Rubin said,
“Well, China historically does not re-
spond well to decisions like this. But
the fact that China doesn't want us to
go forward is not, in our view, an ob-

stacle to our pursuing a matter of

principle like this.” Responding to an-
other question whether the U.S.
would rescind its decision to intro-
duce the resolution if China were to
ratify the International Covenant on
Civil and Political rights, he replied
that the convention was just one fac-
tor and ‘“unless there are concrete
steps to improve human rights situa-
tion,” the U.S. would go ahead with its
decision. — UNI, PTI
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“Indonesian trlhyn
probe rights ‘abus

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JAN. 20. The delicate
balance of power between Indo-
nesia’s new democratic leaders
and its military establishment
(TNI) today seemed to tilt in fa-
vour of the civilian elite.

The Minister for Human Rights,
Mr. Hasballah Saad, announced
in Jakarta that a military-civilian
tribunal would investigate the al-
leged violation of human rights by
soldiers and other security per-
sonnel in the restive Aceh prov-
ince. The announcement of
cooperation by the TNI and the
civil administration came in the
midst of pledges of allegiance by
the military to the democratically
elected President, Mr. Abdurrah-
man Wahid.

The most notable pledge of al-
legiance was made by the Jakarta
military commander, Maj. Gen.
Ryamizard Ryacudu. On a sepa-
rate but related front, the regional
military commander in the strife-
torn Maluku Spice Isles, Brig.
Gen. Max Tamaela, assured the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion of support for a probe into
the allegations against troops and
other security officials in the con-
text of their efforts to control the
year-long communal violence
there,

On the civilian political stage,

the Chairman of the People’s -

Consultative - Assembly (MPR),
Mr. Amien Rais, cautioned Indo-
nesians against “listening” to for-
eign diplomats and Generals in
regard to rumours of a possible
military coup against the Presi-
dent, The Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Mr. Akbar Tand-
jung, took the line that any bid by
the TNI at staging a putsch would
not receive the support of the or-

dinary Indonesians. Th: efore, in
his view, “the TNI w111 Iiot try to
stage a coup.”

Asindicated by a natlonal agen-
cy, the Jakarta military command-
er was of the view that any coup
attempt could be made, if at all,
only with his support. Alternative-
ly, those who might wish to over-
throw the President militarily
would need to fight the Jakarta
commander and the troops under
him. There being ne sign of any of
these two developments, the TNI
was not really preparing to topple
the President, the Jakarta com-
mander reasoned.

As for the rights issues concern-
ing the TNI, the Minister for Hu-
man Rights said 18 military
personnel and two others mig] 2,
be the first batch to be interroga
ed by a joint civilian-military tri-
bunal to be set up soon in relation
to Aceh. The panel might be
headed by a Supreme Court judge
and consist of civilian and mili-
tary nominees, and the first inter-
rogations would relate to five
cases. The Spice Isles commander
indicated that a human rights
panel of the National Commis-
sion would be assisted by provid-
ing necessary data. Such help
might stop short of allowing mil-
itary officers to be interrogated,
accordlng to indications.

get for the penod April-December
2000. The latest budget, acknowl-
edged for the first time as a deficit
one, was geared to a growth fore-
cast of 3.8 per cent during the
reckoning period, the first posi-
tive estimate following the 14 per
cent fall in fiscal 1998-1999 (April-
March) and nil growth in 1999-
2000.
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U.S. backs

SINGAHORE, JAN. 21. The U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Ms. Madeleine Al-
bright,itoday said that the Clinton
Administration would be fully
supportive of the current transi-
tion to democracy in Jakarta. She
held out the assurance to the In-
donesian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Alwi Shihab, when he called on
her in Washington. The assurance
came even as the civilian leader-
ship looked like having gained the
upper hand over the military es-
tablishment (TNI).

Ms. Albright said the U.S. would
be willing to grant Jakarta some
more time to try and investigate
on its own the allegations of mas-
sive human rights abuses by the
so-called rogue elements within
the TNI in East Timor prior to its
recent separation from Indonesia.

The Abdurrahman Wahid ad-
ministration in Jakarta is opposed
to the idea of allowing the U.N. to
constitute an international tribu-
nal to probe the Indonesian gen-
erals in regard to the recent
anti-independence carnage in
East Timor.

Ms. Albright’s assurance must
please Jakarta as the talk of a
putsch by the TNI against Mr.
Wahid was traceable to the move
for a probe against some Indone-

Jgakarta on

’])/ii i s. Suryanarayana HO)\ §ian military officials for their al-

leged misdeeds on the human
rights front over several decades
and in several places.

The assurance, the latest move
by the U.S., which first sounded a
diplomatic alarm against the pos-
sibility of a military coup in In-
donesia, addressed the concerns
of the Wahid administration in re-
gard to its keenness, as a matter of
both principle and policy, about
protecting national sovereignty
and retaining in Jakarta's own
hands the right to probe its gener-
als.

Ms. Albright also assured Mr.
Alwi of substantial U.S.” economic
assistance to Jakarta. The U.S.
Treasury Secretary, Mr. Lawrence
Summers, said in Jakarta during a
hurried visit there that the U.S.
would catalyse huge bilateral and
multilateral financial aid to the
Wahid administration if it were to
undertake massive economic and
political reforms.

The offer by Mr. Summers
would also help unfreeze upto
$10 billions of multilateral aid
through the International Mone-
tary Fund, according to inde-
pendent estimates.

The IMF also entered into an
agreement with the Wahid Gov-
ernment on a new economic plan
for a democratising Indonesia.

v
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rights probe

—

Mr. Alwi said that Jakarta would
not countenance the movements
for independence in either Aceh
or Irian Jaya (Papua) or elsewhere
under its jurisdiction. According
to him, the fear of a “domino ef-
fect” was at the root of this policy.
However, he said, Indonesia was
willing now to enter into dialogue
with the separatists within this
framework.

The latest indications in Jakarta
today were that Mr. Wahid might
visit Aceh early next week to pre-
side over a reconciliation meeting
said to be open to separatist lead-
ers too. He had at the same time
instructed the Vice-President, Ms.
Megawati Sukarnoputri, to travel
to Ambon for another attempt at
restoring sustainable peace in the
Spice Islands, the scene of com-
munal violence for over a year.

On the political front in Jakarta,
the Chief of Staff of the Army,
Gen. Tyasno Sudarto, said that he
had instructed the military and
police commanders to take con-
certed steps to prevent the out-
break of communal clashes in
Jakarta.

He reminded them that the
1998 anti-ethnic-Chinese com-
munal rioting in Jakarta had led to
the downfall of the then Indone-
sian government headed by Gen.
Suharto.



/ East Timor leaders
for Elghts trlbuml

By P. S.

SINGAPORE, JAN. 30. The leaders of
East Timor have welcomed the
idea of setting up an international
human rights tribunal for adjudi-
cating the alleged atrocities by
some Indonesian military person-
nel in that territory in the wake of
its vote for independence from Ja-
karta's rule last year. Indonesia,
on the other hand, has opposed
the constitution of any kind of in-
ternational tribunal for scrutinis-
ing the actions of its soldiers and
military officers in East Timor.

The United Nations Secretary
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, is ex-
pected to unveil in New York to-
morrow his views on the
recommendations of a panel
which he had set up to investigate
the circumstances in which the
carnage occurred in East Timor.
The mayhem was widely blamed
on the anti-independence militias
among the East Timorese them-
selves and their alleged allies in
the Indonesian military establish-
ment (TNI). The carnage followed
East Timor's decisive rejection of
autonomy as an Indonesian prov-
ince.

The U.N. panel in question is
widely believed to have recom-
mended the formation of an in-
ternational human rights tribunal.
However, analysts and observers
argue that any such recommenda-
tion might not be approved by the

uryanarayan a

U.N. Security Councﬂ where one
or more permanent members may
oppose the plan on the ground
that it could only destabilise a
democratising Indonesia. The
U.S. has indicated a certain wil-
lingness to wait for some time to
judge the internal process, now
under way in Indonesia, to bring
those responsible for the alleged
crimes in East Timor to book.

it was in this context that the
visiting East Timorese leader, Mr.
Jose Ramos-Horta, said in Singa-
pore today that any move to con-
stitute a U.N.-sponsored tribunal
would indeed “help consolidate
democracy in Indonesia”". Mr. Ra-
mos-Horta and the chief inde-
pendence leader of East Timor,
Mr. Xanana Gusmao, arrived in
Singapore today in the course of
their tour of several Asian coun-
tries to seek help for their territory
being run at present by a U.N.
Transitional Administration.

Noting that an international tri-
bunal “is necessary” to put East
Timor through its paces in every
respect, Mr. Ramos- Horta took
care to preface his comment with
the observation that it was for the
first time he had heard of such a
possibility and that it needed to be
confirmed. Mr. Ramos-Horta said:
“If they (the U.N.) are calling for
(a) war crimes tribunal (in relation
to East Timor), then it is a very
important move.”

THE HINDU
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A Probe into rights abuses

43?“ in Spice Isles

SINGAPORE, JAN. 14. An authoritative team was consti-
tuted in Jakarta today for the investigation of human
rights violations in Indonesia’s Maluku Spice Is-
lands. This move was punctuated by the ‘election’ of
a new chairman by the National Human Rights
Commission, and it was announced in the midst of
the efforts by the Indonesian military establishment
(TNI) to restore order, through the deployment of
additional troops, in the islands afflicted by chronic
communal clashes in the past year.

The move to elect the Chairman of the rights com-
mission followed the recent resignation by Mr. Mar-
zuki Darusman from that post. Mr. Marzuki, who
was also Indonesia’s first Attorney-General in the
pro-democracy era, quit so as to pay greater atten-
tion to the top legal assignment.

The new Chairman will be Mr. Djoko Sugianto,
who was the First Deputy Chairman under Mr. Mar-
zuki's stewardship of the panel that was set up under
a presidential decree and came to acquire extraor-
dinary importance in view of the current transition
towards a new democratic order.

The formation of a sub-panel to investigate allega-
tions of human rights abuses in the Spice Isles was
seen as a message to the authorities that the clashes
between Muslims and Christians there as also the
security operations to control the rioting over a peri-
od of more than a year would be scrutinised inde-
pendently. The more immediate context was a series
of events culminating in the calls by some Muslim
groups for a ‘jihad’ (crusade) against the Christians
of Maluku and the President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wa-

hid's decision to warn against such precipitous ac-
tion even as he cautioned people against
exaggerating the threat.

Harrods to lose
royal warrants

LONDON, JAN. 14. Harrods is to lose three of its four
royal warrants — after 90 years of continuous royal
patronage — following Thursday’s announcement
that Britain's royal family had severed trading links
with the store.

The first warrant — a royal seal of approval — to
go will be that of Prince Philip, whose coat of arms
must be removed from the store by December 31 — |
45 years after Harrods was first appointed as “‘out-
fitters” to the Duke of Edinburgh. The Harrods own-
er, Mr. Mohammed Fayed, who recently accused the
Prince of murder, was informed of the news by letter
yesterday.

The decision followed the standard five-year re-
view process that is applied to all warrants. Warrants
expire if there has been insufficient trade with a
royal household.

The Harrods warrants of the Queen and the Prince
of Wales are due for review at the end of this year
but, as Daily Telegraph has already disclosed, they
will also not be renewed. Buckingham Palace ad-
mitted that there was now “‘no trading relationship”
between Harrods and the relevant royal households.
— ©Telegraph Group Limited, London, 2000.
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_BARRING RIGHTS

¢+% yJails Need To Be Reformed, g

relief of Rs 1 lakh to the depen- Jail staff Rs 500 to buy 10 pack-
dents of the deceased prisoner ets of cigarettes and bidis.

RISONS cpnstitute a crit-

ical area of human rights

concern. A person in cus-
tody in any civilised society
cannot be reduced to the status
of non-person, because he is in
prison. Hence the prison sys-
tem must offer conditions that
are compatible with human
dignity and conducive to social
mainstreaming. Article 10 of
the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights man-
dates that: “All persons de-
prived of liberty shall be treat-
ed with humanity and with
respect for the in-
herent dignity of the [,
person.” It also §
stresses that “the
reform and social
readaption of prisen- [}
ers” should be an
essential aim of the

By SANKAR SEN

In India, the prison popula-
tion is relatively small (approx-
imately 240,000 people), which
works out to 0.23 per cent of
the total population of the
country. The situation in India
in this respect is to be juxta-
posed against those in some of
the developed countries. A
report by the bureau of statis-
tics of the US department of
justice shows that as on 31
December 1998 there were 1.5
millien prisoners in different
prisons in the US. This gives

r= the US a national incarceration
“rate of 628 prisoners per

100,000 of population against

) The author, a retired IPS offi-
X cer, is Special Rapporteur and

Chief Coordinator, Custodial

> Justice Programme of the

imprisonment. The
United Nations
Standard Minimum
Rules for Protection
of Prisoners (known
as “Standard Mini-
mum Rules”) adopt-
ed by the UN Social
and Economic Coun-
cil in 1957 provided
guidelines for treat-
ment of prisoners
and reaffirmed the
tenet that prisoners

awfNational Human Rights
\\\ Commission. #
: \ /India’s 23 prisoners per
160,000 popuiation.

7 A striking feature of the US
> prison system is the intolerable
7 racial disproportion. Only 6 per

cent of the population in the

US is black (ie African-

American) and male, but near-
~ily 50 per cent of the prisoners
in USA are African-American.
African American men are
imprisoned nearly six times

do retain their fundamental more than white men.

and also directed the Maha-

VIOLATIONS

Regarding violation of human
rights in Indian prisons, the
West Bengal Human Rights
Commission in its annual
report 1997-98 has highlighted
some glaring cases. It mentions:
the case of an undertrial pris-
oner, Paresh Chandra Dutta,
who was asked to pay by the

refused®Ppay hewas

rashtra government to make a mssaul’teﬁhy» the. pris-

comprehensive appraisal of the
control and spread of tubercu-
losis and other infectious dis-
eases in prisons and to instal,

oner-in-charge of the ward. The
West Bengal Human Rights
Commission found that extor-
tion was common in various

wherever lacking, adequate jails. While recommending

diagnostic facilities.

For improving the prison con-
ditions, it is essential to make
determined efforts to reduce
the number of undertrials in
jails. It was hoped that the
Supreme Court’s pathbreaking
decision in the case of “Com-
mon Cause versus Union of
India”, in which the apex court
prescribed different categories
of cases pending trial where
the accused prisoners can be
released on bail. The court
declared that it will not allow
criminal prosecutions in the

criminal prosecution case
against the sub-jailer and
warders who were on duty
when Paresh Chandra Dutta
was assaulted, the commission
awarded compensation to the
wife of the deceased. It also
asked the government to pre-
vent such incidents.

Though the aberrations of the
present prison system are
known, studies done in Wes-
tern industrialised societies
indicate that creation of more
prisons for punishing 'wrongdo-
ers is more popular than efforts

rights even while in custody.
The Supreme Court of India
in the case of Prem Shankar
Shukla versus Delhi Adminis-
tration (WP No 1079 of 1979)
reaffirmed the principle that
persons in custody should be
treated with respect for the
inherent dignity of the human
person. “The goal of imprison-
ment”, to borrow the words of
Justice Krishna Iyer, “is not

fortunately, human rights
of/ persons languishing in pris-
ns are often disregarded and
violated. Most people in prisons
are poor and crimes committed
by them are not dangerous.
However the option chosen by
society is to lock them up.
There are thus contradictions
and dysfunctionalities at,t

heart of the prison system. This

prison is a place, where the ills
of society are distorted and
exacerbated.

Most prisons in India are
overcrowded appallingly mis-
managed and lack adequate
medical facilities. The Justice
Leila Seth commission of
inquiry looked into the circum-
stances and sequence of events
leading to the death of Rajan
Pillai in Tihar Jail. In the
report the committee referred
to overcrowding, appalling san-
itary conditions and shortage
of medical staff in the largest
prison of the country. It found
that in the jail hospital, there
were only six doctors to look
after 8,000 prisoners and called
it token medical facilities.

In India 80 per cent of the

prisoners are undertrials and
most of them stay in over-
crowded prisons, where med-
ical facilities are poor and inad-
equate. There are many jails,
where prisoners are packed
together with no space even to
sleep. Indeed overcrowding
remains a major problem in

prisons of many other countries -

of the world.
One of the most common

causes for deaths in prisons is =
disease, This often is the result .
of overcrowding, malnutrition

and lack of medical care. The

National Human Rights Com- =
mission in India had issued
instruction to all the state gov-

ernments to report within 24
hours all cases of deaths both
in jail and police custody.
During the year 1995-96, 308
cases, in 1996-97, 700 cases
and in 1998-99, 1,114 deaths in
jail custody were reported to
the commission. One of the

country to “operate as [an] at n.on~prison solutions. Retri-
engine of oppression”. Unfor- bution for those who have
tunately, even after the judg_ made others suffer is what the
ment, a large number of pris- people want. Indeed concern
oners continue to languish in for better treatment of the vie-
jails, because no one institutes tims of crime has glven support
cases on behalf of the prison- to the idea that it is in the
ers. The judgment of the court interest of the victims that the
was not self-executing. Again a offender should‘be severely and
large number of poor prisoners adquatgly_pumshed.

though granted bail, continue While it is necessary to look
to be imprisoned because no after the victims of crime, it
one provides sureties for them. Will be perhaps worthwhile to
In Tibar Jail at present there remember that crime is not
are more than 300 prisoners in prevented by imprisonment.

“this category.

hile perpetrators of serious

Further the requirements of crimes especially those involv-

undertrial prisoners,
who are yet to be
convicted, are quite
different from those
convicted. From
both administrative
and therapeutic
angles, separate
institutions for un-
dertrial prisoners
would go a long way
in rationalising and
Jlimproving prison
/| conditions.
Prisoners frequent-
Iy complain about
the food they get. In
the restricted condi-
tions of prisons, the
prisoners cannot get
food of their choice
or liking. Diet thus
assumes special importance.
Unfortunately, distribution of
food and management of
kitchen in most of the prisons

a .

‘major cause spbidanibain j = are terribly unsatisfactary. The

custody in Ineissimsbeniercl o

sis. This is also a problem in
prisons of many other coun-
tries.

OPPRESSION

In one case reported from
Thane Central Jail, the
National Human Rights Com-
mission pointed out that “time-
ly and proper medical diagno-
sis and treatment is [the]
inherent right of the prisoner.
His freedom to seek and have
access to medical aid outside is
curtailed by law. Hence the
prison authorities are therefore
under duty to provide the rea-
sonable degree of care and
facility.” The commission in
this case awarded an interim

All-India Jail Reforms Commit-
tee (1980-83) popularly known
as the Mulla committee angrily
remarked “that in an era when
careful attention is paid even
to the feeding of the dairy cat-
tle, prison kitchen and diet sys-
tems have remained in utter
neglect”.

STATESMAN
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ing violence should of course be
incarcerated, it has to be borne
in mind that serious crimes
constitute a minute proportion
of the total crimes. There is no
need to think that locking up a
large number of persons will
make society more peaceful.
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