LONDON, DEC. 4. Amid the media
build-up over the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit to Northern
Ireland next week, Sinn Fein
sources tcld The Hindu today that
. they  did aot expect any “major
' breakthrough” in the stalled peace
process. They said the Sinn Fein
would put across its arguments be-
fore him ‘“forcefully” and leave
him to draw his own conclusions.

In fact, the view in Sinn Fein cir-
clzs was that it was going to be no
more than a “farewell” visit. A
Sinn Fein official said the U.S.
President had made “quite a large
i sntribution” to the peace process
and clearly he was anxious to see it
moving before laying down his of-
fice next month. He
dismissed reports that Mr. Clinton
was likely to pressure the Sinn Fein
on the issue of arms decommis-
sioning by the Irish Republican Ar-
my (IRA) which the Unionists see
as the main roadblock to peace.
“President Clinton has always
been even- handed and we don’t
think that he is going to take
sides,”
he said.

According to indications, Mr.
Clinton is not carrying any firm
proposals and basically he will be
“talking and listening” to various
viewpoints. Though officially the
date of his visit has not been an-
nounced, he is likely to spend just
' one day in Belfast — probably De-
cember 13. He is also expected to
visit Ireland which is becoming in-
creasingly impatient with the sit-

_Sinn Fein sfebtical
of Clintoh| tiplomacy

By Hasan Suroor H ‘) Mhation north of its border. The

Irish Prime Minister, Mr. Bertie
Ahern has been trying to get both
the Ulster Unionists and the Sinn
Fein to resolve their differences
but in recent weeks things have got
even worse, particularly after the
Ulster Unionist leader, Mr. David
Trimble’s decision to bar Sinn Fein
Ministers from attending meetings
of cross-border bodies unless
there is progress on arms decom-
missioning,.

Even as Mr. George Mitchell, the
former U.S. Senator who played a
key role in facilitating the Good
Friday agreement, said on Sunday
that Mr. Clinton would try and do
his best to break the deadlock, the
mood among the ‘“‘combatants”
was far from optimistic as both
sides tried to blame the other for
the slow progress in implementing
the agreement. Sinn Fein is ex-
pected to make it clear to Mr. Clin-
ton that it is not happy with the
British Government’s handling of
the situation. It accuses Westmin-
ster of making promises and than
breaking them — the latest being
the new policing arrangement for
Northern Ireland which, according
to the Sinn Fein, falls short of the
Patten Commission’s recommen-
dations.

“The British Government can-
not go on breaking promises and
then blame us for the stalemate,” a
Sinn Fein spokesman said. The
outcome of Mr. Clinton’s visit, he
said, would depend on the attitude
of the Unionists and the British
Government.
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NORTHERN IRELAND / SECRET TALKS PAY OFF

“"Loyalist gro

By Hasan Suroor .\49 \

LONDON, DEC. 16. In a positive development,
but unrelated to the U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton’s visit, rival Protestant paramilitary
groups in Northern Ireland have agreed to
put an end to the recent wave of violence
which has claimed seven lives and driven
hundreds of families out of their homes in
recent months. The agreement, which was
widely welcomed as a step towards peace,
follows protracted secret talks even as
reprisal killings continued.

The Ulster Volunteer Force and t \'lster
Defence Association, the two main gyoups,
said in a statement on Friday that th¢y were
committing themselves to “‘an open-énded
and all- encompassing cessation of
hostilities”. “We fully recognise the pain and
suffering that has been inflicted on our
community and we resolve that under no
circumstances will such events be repeated,”
they said distancing themselves from the
activities of the dissident loyalist outfits.
There was, however, some uncertainty about
the reaction of the Ulster Freedom Fighters
whose chief Johnny Adair is serving a jail
sentence. He was due for early release in
August but the British Government blocked
it because of his alleged involvement in
triggering the intra- loyalist feud.

While the UFF is affiliated to one of the
signatories to the agreement, Mr. Adair
apparently was not engaged in the peace
talks which led to the accord and there was
no certainty that he would be willing to be
bound by it. The Northern Ireland Secretary,

Loyalist murals in Belfast seen ahead of the recent visit of the U.S. President,
Mr. Bill Clinton, to the province. — Reuters

Mr. Peter Mandelson thanked the unnamed
interlocutors who “worked so hard” to bring
about the agreement. He said he knew from
his “extensive contacts” that these groups
wanted peace and he was glad that it had
become possible. Mr. Mandelson who has
his hands full with the fallout of the
differences over the Good Friday Agreement
has come in for criticism by the Sinn Fein
for his alleged pro-Unionist tilt which, of
course, he has denied.
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Yesterday’s agreement has been described
as a Christmas “gift” to the harassed
residents of the Shankhill Road, the main
theatre of loyalist violence, but given the
fragile political climate of Belfast the big
question on everyone's mind is: will the
agreement hold, and for how long? A Sinn
Fein spokesman called it a ““positive”
development but said it was important to
remember that the agreement did not
include all loyalist groups.
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ton’s much publicised peace mis-
sion to Northern {reland, a fresh
threat to the Good Friday Agree-
ment is looming over the issue of
arms decommissioning by the
Irish Republic Army, the paramil-
itary wing of the Sinn Fein.

The decommissioning body,
headed by the Canadian General
John de Chastelain, has reported
negative progress and called on
the TRA to start “substantive en-
gagement’’ with it as early as pos-
sible. The Sinn Fein and the IRA
have virtually boycotted the de-
commissioning body in recent
months and instead, they have
been talking to a team of inde-
pendent weapons inspectors. The
Chastelain report has pointed out

, that the process of decommis-
i sioning must start now if the June

deadline set by the Good Friday
Agreement is to be met.

The Sinn Fein, however, main-
tains that there can be no pro-

ress on decommissioning unless
the British Government meets its
demands on new ‘policing ar-
rangement and “'demilitarisa-
tion” of Northern Ireland. It
wants the new police body which
would replace the Royal Ulster
Constabulary to be more "“demo-
cratic” and “transparent’’ than is
envisaged in the legislation
passed by British Parliament re-
cently.

On demilitarisation, it specifi-
cally wants watch towers and oth-
er visible symbols of security to be
dismantled. The Republicans led
by the Sinn Fein are not happy
with the Northern Ireland Secre-
tary, Mr. Peter Mandelson’s
handling of the peace process, al-
leging that he is being influenced
by the Unionists.

If the Sinn Fein sticks to its rigid
position, then there is every
chance of the Unionists walking
out of the power- sharing exec-
utive set up after the Good Friday
Agreement as a major steps to-
wards reconciliation. The Union-
ist chief and the First Minister in
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the Provincial Assembly, Mr. Da-
vid Trimble, has been under pres-
sure from the party hardliners to
leave the executive in the absence
of visible progress on decommis-
sioning.

There are fears that at the
Unionists’ council meeting next
month his leadership might be
challenged on the issue if he is not
able to report some progress by
then. Mr. Trimble is the only
credible voice of moderation in
the Unionist camp and his ouster
would be a blow to the peace
process.

The Sinn Fein is conscious of
this but its leader, Mr. Gerry
Adams, does not want to give the
impression of capitulating to
pressures from Unionist hardlin-
ers, particularly when there are
hardliners within his own camp
who could create difficulties for
him. In the next few weeks, the

Pritne_Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,

and his Irish counterpart, Mr.
Bertie Ahern, would need to do
some footwork to get the two °
sides to pull back from the brink. |



FTER SEVERAL

and turns, the perpetual-
ly threatened peacq proc-
ess in Northern Ireland
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twists

has ended up in a cul de sac. But
in a perverse sort of a way that is
not altogether bad news for the
simple reason that from a dead-
end things can only improve. For
all the posturing over the Good
Friday Agreement both sides —
the Protestant Unionists and the
Republicans — are conscious of
the enormous political cost of
wrecking the agreement which re-

‘mains the most credible road

map to.peace. They know that if
the agreement collapses it would
cause irreparable damage to
peace prospects and it would be
difficult to pick up the pieces
again.

~ Thus, even as both sides have
strong reservations about some of
its features they have shown con-
siderable restraint in pushing
their viewpoint though no doubt
on occasion the hardliners — and
there is no dearth of them on ei-
ther side — have succeeded in
creating a scare. In recent weeks,

~ Grab this accord

For all the posturing over the Good Friday
Agreement, the Unionists and the Republicans.
are conscious that it remains.the most credible

road map to peace in Northern Ireland.
HASAN SUROOR reports.

service” on the lines of the Patten
Commission’s report. It is not sat-
isfied with the British Govern-
ment’s proposals which are being
currently debated in Parliament
and are slated to be formalised
before the end of the year. Ac-
cording to the Sinn Fein, these fall
far short of the Patten Commis-
sion’s report and amount to a “‘di-
lution” of the Good Friday
agreement. It has accused the
British Government of trying to
“appease’’ the Unionists and
made it clear that nothing short of
the full implementation of the
Patten Report would be accept-
able to it.

On arms decomissioning, it is
the Unionists who are complain-

arms should be physically de-
stroyed or taken out of the IRA’s
control.

The two sides have been en-
gaged in a running battle on re-
placing the RUC and arms
decomissioning and, after a lull,
things are hotting up again. The
latest eruption has its roots in a
recent parliamentary byelection
which the Ulster Unionists lost to
the more hawkish Democratic
Unionists who are firmly opposed
to the Good Friday agreement,
and accuse the UUP of “betray-
ing” the Protestant cause. What
really hurt the UUP was that the
seat which it lost to the Demo-
cratic Unionists had been one of
its safe bases. Its loss in an elec-

The Sinn Fein president, Mr. Gerry Adams, and the Ulster Unionist leader,
Mr. David Trimble... can they get the peace going?

they came close to derailing the
agreement several times but on
each occasion the leadership
managed to pull it back from the
brink. To that extent both the Ul-
ster Unionist Party chief, Mr. Da-
vid Trimble, and the Sinn Fein
president, Mr. Gerry Adams, have
handled the anti-agreement ele-
ments in their own camps fairly
well without appearing to give in
to the rival side.

The two main sticking points

are: arms decommissioning by

the Irish Republican Army (IRA),

. armed wing of the Sinn Fein, and

replacing the controversial Royal
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) with
what the Sinn Fein calls a “demo-
cratically accountable policing

ing. They want to see “visible”
progress before agreeing to go
any further down the Good Friday
road. They point out that the
Good Friday agreement envi-
saged the completion of the proc-
ess of arms decommissioning by
May 2001, and to meet that dead-
line the process should have have
started by now.

The Sinn Fein refuses to be
pinned down to a rigid timetable
saying that effectively the arms
have already been put beyond
use. This is confimed by the two
international arms inspectors
who have checked the IRA arms
dumps twice — the last inspec-
tion took place easdter this month.

But Unionist® insist that the
- *j S5O

tion fought on the Good Friday
Agreement plank was seen as a
show of no-confidence by the
people in the UUP’s stand on the
agreement, particularly its deci-
sion to sit on a power-sharing ex-
ecutive with the Sinn Fein.

The election defeat has given
the anti-Trimble faction in UUP a
handle to get Mr. Trimble to take
a tougher line or quit. They have
blamed his “soft” approach for
what they regard as an erosion in
popular support for the UPP as
against the hardline Democratic
Unionists. Twice in recent weeks,
Mr. Trimble has succeeded in
fending off a challenge to his
leadership but the compromises
that he has to make in the process

have brought the Good Friday
agreement under renewed pres-
sure. His decision to bar the Sinn
Fein Ministers from attending the
meetings of the crucial cross-bor-
der council until the IRA starts de-
comissioning has raised the
political temperature in the oth-
erwise freezing Belfast. The deci-
sion was a tradeoff with the party
hawks led by Mr. Jeffrey Donald-
son who in turn agreed to sus-
pend their demand for quitting
the power-sharing executive.

The Sinn Fein which sees the
cross-border council with Ireland
as a crucial element of the Good
Friday agreement and a symbol of
a United Ireland is livid. Mr.
Adams has called it a “disaster”
for the peace process and an at-
tempt to “subvert”’ the Good Fri-
day agreement. Technically Mr.
Trimble, who is the First Minister
(effectively the boss) of the Pro-
vincial Government, can bar any-
one from attending the council
meetings because the invitations
are cleared by him, but politically
it smacks of authoritarianism and
Mr. Adams is right in pointing out
that the Sinn Fein has the political
mandate to sit on the executive
and the cross- border bodies. “We
are not there at the Unionists’
mercy,” he said.

A showdown was averted when
a cross-border council meeting a
week ago was converted into an
informal consultation but the fact
that a Sinn Fein Minister attended
it in a glare of media publicity
while Mr. Trimble sulked exposed
the Unionists’ bluff. The Irish
Government has made it clear
that it does not approve of Mr.
Trimble’s new line and even in
London the reaction has been far
from encouraging for him. Yet,
neither Dublin nor London — in-
deed nor Mr. Adams — want to
see the UUP’s leadership pass in-
to the hands of the extremists.

The moderate Mr. Trimble re-
mains everyone’s best bet and
they do not want to do anything
that would make him more vul-
nerable than he already is to the
more desperate elements in the
party.

What is going on is a high-wire
act and like all delicate balancing
acts this one too has its limits and
the detached view is that Mr.
Adams will need to demonstrate
his commitment to arms deco-
missioning in more concrete
terms if he really wants Mr. Trim-
ble to succeed. The UUP has set
November 30 as the deadline for
the IRA to start decommissioning
before it moves further on the
Good Friday agreement. Clgarly
the idea is to get Mr. AdamsAgree

" to a time-frame arnd cleafly Mr.
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2 persons and “the need
ward tension reduction
asula.” “It is important
:ome the enmities of the
brighter future for our
t said.
»me, Ms Albright sched-
| on Wednesday to tell
:anese officials about her
m. Earlier in the day, Ms
into the countryside fo

Iy 1mportant therefore our delega-
tion suggested this third country
solution,” Mr. Mori was quoted as
telling Mr. Blair.

The Yomiuri Shimbun titled its edi-
torial, “‘Mori’s latest gaffe shames Ja-
pan.” The Asahi headlined a full-page
piece, “What a loose tongue you
have, Mr. Prime Minister.” Thus,

-both ends of the ideological spectrum

blasted Mr. Mori, who should be par-
ticularly worried about the effect this

At issue is not the accuracy of the
1997 proposal but the extremely poor
judgement by a Prime Minister-in
making this public while the matter is
alive. For one thing, this third country
option is now closed. More impor-
tant, it definitely jeopardises the lives
of the people allegedly abducted.
Surely, North Korea knows that even
if they were to be found in a third
country and returned to Japan, they
would talk about wher€ they spent

iy e Woeet dion U Adn a HUICIBL Juua

nalist to deliver a personal letter to
North Korean leader, Kim Jong I1,”
said the Yomiuri. “The Group \to
build a New LDP,” a caucus of young,
right-wing, articulate legislators led
by Mr. Nobuteru Ishihara said, “his
(Mr Mori’s) qualifications for Premier
appear questionable.” ‘‘He has dam-
aged the national interest and endan-
gered those abducted by his
Prominent members of

'op aide of Mr. Kim gr’a

will have on his party’s already poor

the past decades

why they were

t Rissia this week _No more dllu‘ti/

The Yugoslav President, Mr. Vojislav Kostounica (right), with
the Bosnian Foreign Minister, Mr. Jadranko Prlic, on Sunday.
Mr. Kostunica is the first Yugoslav leader to visit Bosnia since
the end of its 1992-95 war. — AP

democracy forces the chance to

expand their control of the Ser-"

bian government — one of the
last bastions of Mr. Milosevic
power. Later, deputies in a_sép-
arate vote are expected to ap-
prove individual Ministers for the
transitional administration and
set December 23 as the date for
the Serbian elections.

The decision came despite a
walkout by the 82 delegates of the

current Parliament, agreed to the
transition government plan Octo-
ber 16. However, parliamentary
approval was delayed because of
differences with Mr. Kostounica’s
Democratic Opposition of Serbia
on individual appointments.

After. the Socialists bowed to
Mr~ Kostounica’s demands, the
radicals fillibustered a Parliament
session for seven hours on Mon-

*'ac¢cord:

By Hasan Suroor %

LONDON, OCT. 24. The Sinn Fein has
warned that any more ‘‘dilution”
of the Good Friday Agreement
under pressure from the Union-
ists would amount to wrecking it
and asked the British Govern-
ment to ensure its implementa-
tion. “We want to see it work”, a
Sinn Fein spokesman told foreign
correspondents here on Monday.

Mr. Alex Maskey questioned the
Unionists’ insistence on linking
the progress on decommissioning
of arms by the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) with the future of the
accord. The accord, he argued,
had its own autonomy and it was
being ‘‘constantly diluted” on
one pretext or the other. On arms
decommissioning, he said the IRA
would stick by whatever commit-
ments it had given. He criticised
the British Government for what
he saw as its attempt to appease
the Unionists even at the risk of
whittling down the Good Friday
accord to a point where it would
lose its meaning.

Mr. Maskey, who is also his par-
ty’s councillor in the Northern
Ireland Assembly, acknowledged
that it was important that the
leadership of Ulster Unionists did
not pass into the hands of the har-
dhners who were trying to desta-

dav. forcing a postponement until
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the Unionists should not be al-
lowed to come in the way of the
agreement, he said.

Asked about the Dalai Lama'’s
‘“peace mission” to Northern Ire-
land last week, the spokesman
said it was a “ useful visit” though
the Unionists did not like it. He
thought the very fact that some-
one of the stature of the Dalai La-
ma directly appealed to the
people to continue the dialogue
was important and had an im-
pact.

Meanwhile, the Sinn Fein lead-
ers have begun lobbying for
changes in the British Govern-
ment’s proposals to replace the
existing Royal Ulster Constabul-
ary (RUC) with a more impartial
and democratic police force in
Northern Ireland as recommend-
ed by the former Hong Kong Gov-
ernor, Mr. Chris Patten in his
report. Mr. Maskey said the pro-
posals, which were to be dis-
cussed by the House of Lords, fell
far short of the Patten report. The
need for a new unarmed police
force which would instil confi-
dence in all sections of the people
was accepted by all parties to the
Good Friday Agreement but the
Government’s proposals did not
reflect the spirit of the agreement,
he said. While the Government
had made some chanaoc ~©
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By Batuk Gathani 9, ‘

BRUSSELS, SkPT. 9. The embarrassing isolation
of Austria from the forums of the European
Union will soon end after a committee of three

“wise men’’ investigating the political and hu- °

man rights situation in Austria recommended
that diplomatic and economic sanctions
against it be lifted.

The sanctions were imposed after the Aus-
trian far right “Freedom Party’’ led by the con-
troversial Mr Joerg Haider joined the coalition
Government early this year. The “three wise
men'’s” conclusions are ostensibly a face-sav-
ing opportunity for E.U. officials. Austria’s iso-
lation may end on September 18 at a meeting
of E.U. Foreign Ministers.

The committee concluded that although the
Freedom Party used "‘ambiguous, xenophobic
language”, violence against foreigners was
less frequent in Austria than in many other
countries of the E.U. “Analysts agree that the
frequency and ferocity of violence against for-
eigners is more-pronounced in France, Ger-
many and Benelux countries than in Austria.
Racial violence is mainly directed against Afri-
cans, Asians and Jews. For non-whites, it is
often not safe to walk alone in what many
foreigners now call ‘ghettos infested by neo-
Nazi Skinheads and their likes’”’. Non-Europe-
an immigrants often prefer to live in areas
where they have a majority.

anctions

The vltse "’ submitted their report to
the French Pfesjdent, Mr. Jacques Chirac —
current holddr 6f the rotating Presidency of
the E.U. It is hlso argued that sustaining the
sanctions agaipst Austria could have a nega-
tive impact on the euro. E.U. officials breathed
a sigh of relief with the submission of the re-
port.

In January this year, the Social Democrats
abandoned efforts to form a government,
clearing the way for a centre-right coalition of
consetvatives and the Freedom Party to come
to power.

Mr. Haider did not directly participate in the
Government but his influence is such that he
was seen as controlling the coalition policy by
“remote control”. Mr Haider, who at one time
pursued anti-immigration and anti-E.U. agen-
da, has:a high profile on the domestic front.
Both Mr. Haider’s critics and admirers agree
that he-may have “‘sobered up” as he has been
making accommodating statements in recent
weeks. Mr. Haider also warned that if the E.U.
boycott of Austria continued, he would seek to
block an agreement on reforms of E.U. institu-
tions at the proposed summit in France in De-
cember.

In Austria, which has an unemployment
rate of 11 per cent, Mr. Haider's agenda has a
special appeal. In the early 1990’s, Mr Haider
triggered a controversy by praising Hitler's no-
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on Austria

torious ““‘S$.8” wing. The S.S. was created es-
sentially to exterminate ethnic minorities and
keep an eye on the rank and file of the military
and civilian personnel of the Nazi establish-
ment.

In the last Austrian general elections, the
Freedom Party emerged as the second largest
and one in five Austrians voted for it. Mr Haid-
er is considered a ‘‘complex and confused”
politician, who has often changed his mind on
key issues. But
essentially, he is rated as a demagogue who

follows politics of expediency. His anti-E.U.

appeal has the support of the recession-hit
middle class businessmen. Mr Haider’s anti-
immigration rhetoric has a special appeal for
the extreme right in the Austrian society.

In land area, Austria is a little smaller than
Assam and is one of Europe’s most beautiful,
scenic and richest countries with a population
of over 17 million. In the heydays of the Cold
War era, a neutral Austria was a bridge be-
tween the communist-ruled eastern Europe
and democratic western Europe.

Austria has been a home for many East Eu-
ropean refugees. Austria symbolised Europe’s
liberal and democratic traditions when it :
joined the E.U. in January 1995. Austrians en-
joy a high standard of living as a result of the
very generous but costly social security sys-
tem.




EU lifts curbs

Vijay Dutt
London, September 13

ALL SANCTIONS  against
Austria, imposed by 14 member
states of the European Unions
seven months ago following the
entry of Jorg Haider's far-Right
Freedom Party in its ruling coali-
tion, have been lifted uncondition-
ally by the European Union.

The 14 EU members had
ostracised Haider for his alleged
sympathy for Nazis' treatment of
minorities and of supporting the
immigration policies of Hitler.
Haider had thereafter iterated sev-
eral times that he was not exactly
right in praising , almost 14 years
ago, the immigration policies in
Germany under the Nazis. But, he

and booed by protesters whenever
he came to Brussels for EU meet-
ngs. Now, in what is an embarrass-
ing climbdown by the 14 EU states,
and particularly by France and
Germany, a communique has been
issued in Paris by the French , pre-
sent holders of the rotating EU
presidency, for ending the diplo-
matic aloofness towards Vienna.
The communique said, "The mea-
sures put in place by the states were
useful. They can be now be lifted.”
It added the continued presence of
the Far Right Party in the Austrian
Government remained a cause for
"serious concern”. It also stressed it
was essential to continue with "spe-
cial vigilance".
It is, however, apparent that the

ainst Austrla

14 member states have been forced
to readmit Austria as their equal
partner in the EU. The withdrawal
of sanctions is an admission of
defeat by them. This is obvious
from the fact that no mechanism
for monitoring civil rights perfor-
mance of the  Austrian
Government has been set up.

Vienna is naturally jubilant. Its
rigid stand against the united
might of 14 member states has
paid off. France and Germany
were leading the campaign to
break the coalition in Vienna and
force Haider's party out of power.
But, although Haider has dis-
tanced himself by quitting the
leadership of the Freedom Party,
he remains the driving force
behind it.




TA, SPAIN’S Basque separatist organi-
sation, did not wait long to retaliate
against the arrest last week of its top
leadership by French and Spanish po-
lice. On Thursddy morning, another municipal
councillor belonging to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Jose Maria Aznar'’s Popular Party was shot dead
in the little town of San Andria del Besos, near
the Catalan capital, Barcelona. The euphoria at
the arrests was short-lived. Spain has again
been plunged into uncertainty, fear and sorrow.

This is the 13th assassination since ETA’s an-
nouncement last December that it was break-
ing a 14-month self-proclaimed ceasefire. The
Aznar Government, it said, had failed to seize
the opportunity for peace and dialogue that
ETA had offered. The latest attack came on the
eve of a major parliamentary debate on ETA
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“w¥ Terror stalks the land .

ETA, Spain’s Basque separatist
organisation, did not
wait long to retaliate against
the arrest of its top brass.
VAIJU NARAVANE reports.

and just hours before Mr. Aznar’s visit to Cata-
lonia.

The victim this time was Jose Luiz Ruiz Casa-
do, 42-year-old father of two. He was shot in the
head by two men at very close range as he was
preparing to drive to work. The abandoned ge-
taway car was later recovered by the police.
Attack after attack, injured after injured, death

CE An ETA suspect (right) is led away by a masked polioeman
. 4 after a raid in northem Spain.
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after death. In the space of t\/ﬂ!\onths/ﬁ{

has unleashed a campaign of violence compa-
rable to the worst days of its terror in the 70s.

Following the arrest last week of ETA’s leader,
Ignacio Gracia Arregui, better known as Inaki
de Renteria, and his wife on September 15 and,
a day later, of 15 other suspected Basque terror-
ists by French and Spanish police, the Spanish
Government announced that it had *practically
dismantled” the logistical apparatus of ETA.
The arrests, which were made in the French
Basque country, were described by French po-
lice as ‘‘the biggest catch ever of ETA militants™".
Those arrested included Angel Picabea Ulgade,
aka Atxuri, who masterminded the smuggling
of terrorists and arms into Spain from France,
and Jose Luis Turillas, known to be the Basque
logistics chief.

Mr. Aznar in a cautious statement said last
Sunday: “The battle against terrorism will be
won shortly, even if we have to suffer a great
deal for it” and called for “‘permanent mobil-
isation in these difficult moments’’. The Interi-
or Minister, Mr. Jaime Mayor Oreja, declared
that “ETA’s logistical apparatus has been dis-
mantled”. He took care to add however, that
“without doubt the terrorists will reconstitute
very quickly”. Mr. Oreja’s words were to prove
prophetic.

King Juan Carlos has expressed '‘sorrow, an-
ger and condemnation of a cowardly attack”
which cost councillor Casado his life. The king,
undoubtedly the most loved, admired and re-
spected figure in the country, called on all dem-
ocrats “to unite to defend freedom, human
rights and life”.

Spanish police are finding out just how diffi-
cult it is going to be to get rid of Basque terror-
ism. Its roots go down very deep. Experts feel
that besides ETA and its political wing, the EH
or Euskal Herritarok, which has 18 per cent of
the popular vote in the Basque country, there
are several radical organisations which recruit
young people. These include Kale Borroka or
Street Struggle or EKIN.

According to a recent poll, some 60 per cent
of those interviewed said they supported a sep-
arate Basque state. This popular support allows
ETA to re-group and bring in fresh recruits each
time the top leadership is arrested. In 1992, the
Spanish police relentlessly hunted down ETA
and captured its top leadership. But to its dis-
may, very soon another structure was in place. |
While Inaki de Renteria was a big fish, he was
considered moderate compared to the more
hardline groups which are now emerging.

Spanish authorities are on edge and extreme-
ly vigilant. For not only has ETA lost its top
strategist in Inaki de Renteria, his predecessor,
Francisco Mugica Garmendia or '‘Pakito”” went
on trial in Madrid last Wednesday, an almost
unbearable humiliation for the separatist orga-
nisation. Pakito was one of ETA’s great chiefs
from 1990 to 1992 before his arrest in the
French Basque town of Bidart. He is accused of
the murder of a state prosecutor and a bomb
blast in Saragossa in which 11 persons were
killed. The Public Prosecutor has called for pris-
on sentences of 37 and 123 years.

Experts feel that while ETA can recruit quick-
ly from the many young radical organisations
such as Kale Borroka, Jarrai or EKIN, most of its .
battle hardened and experienced leadership is .
now behind bars. The three names now being °
circulated to take the place of Inaki de Rentel
are Miguel Albizu or “Mikel Antza,” Maria Sof
dad Iparraguirre Genetxe or *“Anboto” @
Francisco Javier Garcia Gaztelu. Miguel AR
represented the Basques at the only infory
talks ever held with representatives of Mr. A
nar in Sw1tzerland in May 1999. o '
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" Rebel 1RA plans to
disrupt march foiled

BELFAST, AUG. 12. Thousands of
drum-thumping Protestants
took to the streets of Northern
Ireland today to celebrate an an-
cient battle victory over Catholi-
cs as bomb alerts shut down the
main railway line info don-

N R

Special trains were d
bring 10,000 Protestant march-
ers to Londonderry for the “Ap-
prentice Boys” parade, an
annual commemoration of “the
relief of Derry” — the ending of a
long siege of Protestants by Ro-
man Catholic forces in 1689. Po-
lice in the province said
telephone bomb threats had
been received and the line be-
tween Coleraine and Londonder-
ry would remain closed until a
security operation had ended.

Northern Ireland’s Roman
Catholic minority and Protestant
majority and sharing power in
government, but gunmen and
bombers still cast a dark shadow
over efforts to reach a permanent
peace in the British province.
The Irish army yesterday blew up
a van packed with explosives that
security sources said had been
intended to devastate the Lon-
donderry parade. Dissident Re-
publicans opposed to the
Northern Ireland peace process
were blamed for the 227kg of
home-made explosives found in
a van that broke through a police
roadblock in Wern Ireland

and was later abandoned close to
the border in the north-western
county of Donegal.

The Irish Republican Army
and other mainstream guerilla
groups on both sides are observ-
ing ceasefires while politicians
try to seal a lasting peace based
on the 1998 Good Friday accord.
But wrangling about parades lays
bare old sores and maintains a
legacy of sectarianism that has
bedevilled the province and is
slow to die. In Belfast, police
maintained a low- key security
presence in the flashpoint Lower
Ormeau road district, a Catholic
stronghold in the capital, to en-
force an official order barring the
Apprentice Boys from marching
through. The marchers made no
attempt to break through police
lines at the Ormeau bridge and
later boarded buses to take them
to their main parade in London-
derry.

Last year, there were ugly
scenes in Belfast as riot police
cleared Catholic protesters off
the road in order to force
through the Protestant parade,
and this triggered unrest in Lon-
donderry. This year, the London-
derry parade was expected to
pass off peacefully after talks in-
volving the Catholic Bogside resi-
dents’ group in Londonderry and
the Apprentice Boys led to “an
understanding” on Wednesday.
— Reuters




They need them but ..
they don’t want them v

A boatload of would-be immigrants... controversial influx.

Europe is in the grip of an unparalleled wave of
immigration... But what appears an evident solution to
demographers and some hard-headed economists is anathema
to cultural purists and conservatives. VAIJU NARAVANE
discusses the complex issues involved.

UROPE IS in the grip of a hitherto un-

paralleled wave of immigration. The

number of persons knocking on Eu-

rope’s door waiting to be let in went up
from 75 million in 1965 to 119 million in 1990.
With the population explosion under way in
many southern countries, massive movement
of people from the south to the north is both
inevitable and foreseeable. At the same time,
the Old Continent is suffering from an incur-
able malady — old age — for which the only
solution is regular injections of young blood.
Demographers have pointed out that Europe
will need to import between 47 million and 159
million immigrants between now and 2050 to
make up the acute shortfall of workers caused
by its own increasingly negative birth rate and
the ageing of its population.

Given the decline in Europe’s working pop-
ulation, the ideal ratio of four to five active
workers for each pensioner will be almost im-
possible tv maintain. But what appears an evi-
dent solution to demographers and some

hard-headed economists is anathema to cul-
tural purists and conservatives let alone mil-
_itants from the extreme, xenophobic right.

Ministers of Justice and the Interior of the
European Union’s 15 member-states last week
ended a two-day preparatory meeting on the

perspectives of immigration in the decades to
come. They were preparing the ground for an-
other meeting to be held on November 30 and
December 1 of Ministers of Justice and Foreign
Affairs which will adopt a long-term immigra-
tion policy for Europe, including texts on the
granting of political asylum.

“This particular meeting was just the
groundwork. We wanted to bring about a col-
lective awareness of the question of immigra-
tion. We hope this will lead to long term policy
and not ad hoc, piecemeal legislation in the
matter of immigration. We hope this will lead
to coherent and cohesive policy on the ques-
tion of immigration,”” an aide to the French
Interior Minister, Mr. Jean-Pierre Chevene-
ment, who chaired the meeting as part of
France’s six-month Presidency of the E.U., told
this correspondent. Mr. Chevenement himself
is unambiguous: ‘Immigration is one of the
major problems of the 21st century, one of the
greatest challenges of the next half century for
the countries of the European Union, and we
must deal with it in a sensible way,” he says.
His statements come none 100 soon.

The shattering discovery of 58 bodies of
would-be asylum seekers last June and the ar-
rest of several hundred clandestine immigrants
atternpting to enter various E.U. countries

\bo

mission to reinforce the fight against illeg
migration.

Four major factors have tended to increase

the immigration flux to Europe this past dec-
ade. They are the geometric increase in the
populations of the south, the widening gap be-
tween standards of living in the north and the
south, the rise in the number of wars, local
conflicts and totalitarian regimes and the rapid
development of communications.

But the harsh facts about demographics in
Europe are forcing Governments to take a sec-
ond look at the zero-immigration policies so
far advocated by most European nations. Eu-
rope’s population is expected to decline by
some 30 million over the next two decades be-
cause of falling birth rates. This will realign the
age pyramid, further strengthening the already
strong base of older persons while narrowing
the younger tip. The fact that young people
tend to enter the job market at a later age than
before — studies have shown that more and
more people are going in for a university edu-
cation and entering the job market only in
their twenties — will further narrow this tip
and reduce the number of productive hands in
the economy. According to these estimates,
even a country such as France, with a pop-
ulation of about 60 million will need to induct
some 7,50,000 new workers into the economy
each year if its present structure of pensions
and social benefits is to be retained un-
changed.

Already with a booming economy certain
sectors are experiencing a shortage of qualified
workers and the “new economy’’ has com-
pletely changed the name of the game. Even
conservative politicians are now calling for a
“radical re-think” on immigration policies.
Germany'’s decision to import 20,000 informa-
tion technicians from outside the E.U. has
opened up a system of quotas for the first time.
A common practice in the U.S., many Europe-
ans feel that to have a selective open-door pol-
icy would discriminate against certain, rhost
certainly the poorer sections of third world
populations, and would go against the human
rights charter Europe would like to adopt.

The French Foreign Minister, Mr. Hubert Ve-
drine, summed up Europe's dilemma: “There
is no contradiction between the fact of opening
up immigration in certain sectors where there
is a need and to fight clandestine immigra-
tion.” However, the Minister admitted, ‘‘the
fixing of quotas hurts our sensibilities because
it infringes certain rights.” The British who
have practiced zero-immigration for a very

long time tend to be less squeamish on this

issue of selectivity.

Europe also has widely varying rules and
regulations and norms governing the grant of
political asylum, the treatment of clandestine
immigrants and of those who have been given
resident papers. Germany, for instance, has no
plans to regularise illegal immigrants already
on its soil. But laws in Germany on asylum
appear to be more lax than in France where the
grant of asylum has been reduced to a trickle.
Britain too is harsh with illegal immigrants but
its asylum laws are much more generous.
France on the contrary finds it more difficult to
boot out those who have already crept in clan-
destinely.
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OT A week goes by with-
out terrorist attacks and
other forms of intimida-
tion in Spain. The per-
petrators, ETA, the dreaded
Basque separatist organisation.
The recent assassinations include

In Spain, not a
week goes by without
terrorist attacks
and other forms

\,éld to re-arm,” said one police-
man bitterly.

The Basque country lies in
north-eastern Spain, in a region
running from the Bay of Biscay to
the foothills of the western Pyre-
nees in France. On the Spanish

the killings of town councillors, of intimidation side it is made up of the highly in-
civil guards, industrialists and bv the ETA dustrialised provinces of Navarre,
members of the Prime Minister, y ine g Guipuzcoa, Alava and Biscay. On

Mr. Jose Maria Aznar’s Popular
Party. Spaniards have reacted an-
grily to these killings, turning up
en masse for funerals, marked with
handclapping as a sign of respect

for the dead. 4,“) ,19/

Members of the security forces have alwaysibeén at
the top of ETA’s hit list. But more recently the ferrorist
organisation, as it has become more desperate, has
tended to target politicians, especially municipal
councillors and local heavyweights. Recently buisiness
leaders have also been added to the list of targets.

The terrorist group would like a separate state in
the Basque regions of Spain and southwestern
France. The province already enjoys substantial au-
tonomy and the Spanish population is now fed up of
the violence unleashed by ETA. With its political wing,
the HB and the EH, extremists are holding out for a
separate state, one that the Spanish Government has
vowed they will never have.

ETAis a Basque language acronym for Basque Free-
dom and Homeland. In its 30-year campaign, the or-
ganisation has killed over 800 people and extorted
huge ransoms from kidnappings and, since ending its
latest truce, staging some spectacular attacks which
have claimed ten lives and injured over a dozen.

“Tregua Indefinida.” The headline had jolted most
Spaniards on September 17 1998. It wasn’t the tregua
(truce) that had surprised them. There have been at
least six ceasefire declarations by the ETA these past
three decades. But it was the only unlimited truce
ever, and the announcement kindled the first tenta-
tive hope that the bloody guerrilla war might, one day,
come to an end. These hopes, however, were short-
lived. Last December, barely 14 months after it de-
clared a ceasefire, ETA equally suddenly decided to
end it. “They used this 14-month period to regroup

VAIJU NARAVANE on the
Basque separatist
group'’s depredations.

the French side, the Basques live in
the lower Pyrenees region.

The ambition of political inde-
pendence was first formulated by
Sabino de Arana Goiri with the
founding of the Partido Nacional-

ista Vasco (PNV) in 1894. The advent of the ill-fated
Spanish Republic in 1930 further fanned the flames of
Basque nationalism and saw the emergence of a host
of nationalistic groupings. The Basque Government-
in-exile lived in France and for a long time received
funding and support from Charles de Gaulle who was
bitterly opposed to the Spanish dictator, Francisco
Franco. The Basques were determinedly anti-Franco
and, like the Catalonians, suffered terrible repression
at his hands.

Euzkadi Ta Askatasuna or ETA itself was born of a
schism within the original PNV. The old party found-
ed by Arana disapproves of the terrorist tactics adopt-
ed by ETA and is willing to settle for a high level of
autonomy within the Spanish state.

The September 16, 1998, ceasefire declaration by
ETA while agreeing to stop the killing had made no
concessions on its essential demands. ETA’s aim con-
tinues to be that of a separate Basque state. Nor does
the organisation say it will lay down arms, a condition
for talks laid down by the Government.

The Government's initial reaction to the ceasefire
announcement was of disbelief and contempt. Mr.
Aznar said he could not trust the Basque declara-
tion.Mr. Aznar's attitude of distrust and disbelief
came in for severe criticism from the church, human
rights and peace organisations. In retrospect, his cau-
tion appears to have been justified. In 1921, Spain's
celebrated writer, Jose Ortega Y Gasset, wrote that
nationalism waild break Spain. Almost 80 years later
Spain certainly seems headed that way.
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" o’ Basque leader calls for talks )y

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, AUG. 30. Thousands of people demon-
strated silently in Spain’s major cities to pro-
test against Tuesday's killing of a 29-year
municipal councillor belonging to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Jose Maria Aznar’s Popular Party
in the Basque * »wn of Zumarraga, 400 km
north - *Madrid. Angry demonstrators raised
slogaiis «gainst the ETA, the Basque separatist
organisation blamed for the killing. Several
hutndred people outside a church in Madrid
shouted “Justice, justice” as Mr. Aznar and the
Interior Minister, Mr. Jaime Mayor Ortega, ar-
rived there for the funeral service. Mourners

| inside and outside the church broke into silent

applause to demonstrate their solidarity with
the family.

Madrid’s city hall flew its flags at half mast
and councillors observed five minutes silence
as a sign of respect for Manuel Indiano who
belonged to the capital. His assassination is
the 12th killing this year attributed to the ETA
which broke a 14-month, self-imposed cease-
fire last December. Seven of the 12 have been
killed in the past month alone. Indiand was
shot six or seven tAEESH the:chest at point
blank range-in the small sweet shop he ran in
Zumaragga. He was the third municipal coun-
cillor from the Popular Party to have been
killed this summer. '

Thousands of the people gathered in Ma- -

drid, Barcelona, Seville, Vitoria and San Sebas-
tien. Mr. Aznar, who was one of the mourners,
cut short a trip to Poland to return to Madrid
on Tuesday night.

In Vitoria, capital of the Basque autono-
mous region, the head of the Basque Govern-
ment. Mr. Juan Jose Ibarretxe, whose PNV or
Basque Nationalist Party has been criticised
for its reluctance to firmly denounce ETA’s po-

litical wing — the HF-EH or Herri Batasuna-
Euskal Herritarrok — today proposed launch-
ing a new “forum” to discuss the Basque
issue. He has invited several political parties,
including the socialists, to participate in the
discussions. Mr. Aznar is expected to warn the
sacialists not to become a victim of Basque
manipulation.The ETA, which is calling for a
separate Basque nation stepped up its cam-

paign of violence. Separatists had hoped they
would win concessions from the Aznar Gov-
ernment but the conservative Prime Minister
remained obstinately hardline, refusing one of
the ETA’s principal demands to re-group ETA
prisonérs who are scattesed in jails across the
country and in the far flung Canary Island. The
ETA used the 14-month ceasefire to regroup,
re-train and re-arm.
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E.U. curbs on Austria
~will remain: lospilh,\”’
Ftehch

NOGENT-SUR-MARNE, FRANCE, JULY 2. The

Prime Minister, Mr. Lionel Jospin, said yester-
day that the E.U. sanctions against Austria
would be maintained at the start of Frgnce’
presidency of the European Union. . \

month presidency from Portugal.

He said the political sanctions, which
imposed on Austria earlier this year in protest
at the inclusion in a coalition government of
the far-right Freedom Party, were reasonable
and would remain in place pending a report
from the ‘“‘three wise men” appointed to ana-
lyse Austria’s human rights record.

“The French presidency intends to main-
tain the approach adopted by the 14 E.U.
members.”

Mr. Jospin expressed his continued support
for the measures and said it was impossible
not to react to the political situation in Austria.

Austria’s 14 E.U. partners agreed on Thurs-

, day that a three-member panel from the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights would produce
a report analysing “the commitment of the
Austrian government to common European
values, in particular concerning the rights of

. minorities, refugees and immigrants.” .

The outgoing Portuguese presidency of the
E.U. said sanctions could be lifted if the panel
confirmed Austria’s commitment to ‘“‘com-
mon European values”.

France assumed the presidency at a time
when the group is gearing for expansion amid
calls for a common European defence policy,
an idea not well appreciated by the U.S.

France said that preparing a social agenda
for Europe, a five-year plan for modernising
and reinforcing labour and a new treaty to get
E.U. institutions ready for enlargement would
be its priorities for the period. — AFP, PT1
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DRUMCREE (N.IRELAND), JULY 2. Eyéry July, the
world’s press surrounds the pictliresque stone
church at Drumcree parish in
too do huge reinforcements of troops in riot
gear, ugly steel barricades, and barbed wire.
Since July 1995, Drumcree has been notorious
as the crucible of Northern Ireland'’s burning
hatreds.

This year, as in previous years, there seems
little hope of a peaceful resolution: 2,000
troops are already in place, preparing for po-
tential trouble. .

The dispute remains unchanged: the Porta-
down Orangemen believe they have a time-
honoured right to march from their annual
church service at Drumcree parish church,
down the Garvaghy Road and back into the
centre of Portadown (a staunchly Protestant
town).

They have been following the same route
since 1807, they argue, and their right to “walk
the Queen’s highway'' is a matter of civil and

religious liberty. In recent decades, the pop-
ulation of the Garvaghy Road has changed to
become predominantly Catholic.

The Catholic residents say that the Orange-
men should follow an alternative route be-
cause the presence of “Orange feet on the
Garvaghy Road" is inherently offensive to
them and must be stopped. The main local
players in the Drumcree conflict are un-
changed since 1995 when loyalist violence
erupted after the parade was banned for the
first time, and republican violence flared once
it was finally allowed through.

The spokesman for the Garvaghy Road Resi-
dents’ Coalition is Breandan MacCionnaith, a
former IRA man who was once convicted of
attempting to blow up the Royal Legion Hall in
Portadown. Now a veteran of the Drumcree
cauldron, Mr MacCionnaith is not known for
his love of compromise.

Nor are the local Orangemen, whose
spokesman is Mr. David Jones, a bearded,

A British soldier takes cover behind barriers as Orange Order marchers throw stones
at troops after being stopped outside Drumcree Church on Sunday. — AP

P

+ Ulster shudders over Drumcree march

middle-aged man who has become increas-
ingly entrenched in his views over the years.
The Orangemen refuse to speak to Mr. Mac-
Cionnaith because of his terrorist past. They
also refuse to speak to the Parades Commis-
sion — an independent group set up by the
Government to make rulings on contentious
parades — arguing that it has no authority.

The Orangemen applied for the right to walk
down the Garvaghy Road on Sunday: it was
denied last Monday by the Parades Commis-
sion. They have indicated they will make a
token protest at the steel barricade as police
bar their way. Then, every night this week,
they will hold a symbolic parade to the barri-
cade, building up to their main march on July
9.

On Saturday, trouble was already simmer-
ing in Portadown. Mr MacCionnaith arrived in
an area of Portadown where loyalist youths
were erecting an arch to mark the celebrations
for July 12, the focal date of the loyalist march-
ing season. They were being watched by na-
tionalist youths, and the two groups were kept
apart by the RUC.

After Mr MacCionnaith arrived he broke
through police lines to speak to the nationalist
youths. He was arrested for disorderly conduct
and taken away by the RUC to Sinn Fein pro-
tests. It does not bode well for a quiet resolu-
tion to the annual Drumcree crisis.

Over five years the row has become progres-
sively more bitter. In 1995 the ban brought a
three-day stand-off between Orangemen, loy-
alist paramilitaries and the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary. When the Orangemen were
eventually allowed down the Garvaghy Road,
Rev lan Paisley and Mr. David Trimble, the
Ulster Unionist leader, clasped hands in a ges-
ture of triumph — an act which enraged na-
tionalists.

Every July since — whether the march has
been permitted or no — Drumcree has been
associated with a rise in the sectarian temper-
ature, exploited by paramilitaries on both
sides.

There are rumours that the loyalist paramil-
itaries, disillusioned by the rewards which
they have received from the “peace process’™,
are lining up Drumcree as a ‘“show of
strength”. One thing is certain: Whatever the
Parades Commission’s decision on Monday,
Northern Ireland will spend a week holding its
breath. — © Telegraph Group Limited,
London, 2000
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O BORROW a tired

phrase, the more things

change in Northern

Ireland the more they
seem to remain the same. Over
the last year, changes on a scale
which could not have been
imagined in earlier times have
transformed the province’s
political landscape. The IRA, the
paramilitary organisation that
was formed nearly a century ago
to force the British out of
Ireland, has taken what appears
to be a definitive step towards
giving up its armed struggle by
agreeing to have some of its
weapons dumps inspected and ’\
sealed by international
observers

- Dn the protestant side, the

] lster Unionists, Northern
1*Ireland’s largest protestant
party, has agreed to share power
with the [RA’s political wing,
Sinn Fein, in a provincial
Government, something which
would have been difficult to
conceive of even a few months
ago. This movement away from
long-entrenched positions
towards political compromise
reflects the realisation among
Northern Irleland’s more
pragmatic politicians that
violence and confrontation were
getting them nowhere.

But amidst this welcome
evidence that a new Northern
Ireland is being born, there are
also clear signs that the
communal hatred and divisions
of old are far from dead.

. &i\lowhere is this more obvious

Amidst evidence that
a new Northern
Ireland is being born,
there are also clear
signs that the
communal hatred
and divisions of old
are far from dead.
THOMAS ABRAHAM
reports.

thén in Portadown, a small
market town about an hour’s
journey south of Belfast. It is in
Portadown that every year in
July Northern Ireland’s
communal divisions are laid
bare. The spark that sets off
communal anger is an annual
march by the Orange Order, a
protestant organisation
dedicated to maintaining
Northern Ireland’s protestant
heritage.

The Orange Order is named
after the protestant King William
of Orange, who in the 17th
century defeated the catholic
King James and ensured the
ascendancy of protestantism in
England. The organisation does
little except carry out marches
and parades to commemorate
various protestant and British
war victories. The Orangemen
see these parades as a harmless
celebration of their.protestant
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heritage. The catholics, however,
see them as exercises in
protestant triumphalism
intended to rub in their
minority status in Northern
Ireland. Despite this, most of
the Orange marches pass
without incident. The march at
Portadown is a notorious
exception.

Portadown is where the
Orange Order was founded, and
it is the home of a particularly
combative streak of
protestantism. It also has a
militant catholic community,
where Sinn Fein and the IRA
have a strong influence. These
two uncompromising forces
clash head-on on the first
Sunday in July each year, when
the Portadown Orangemen
parade to a church in Drumcree
on the outskirts of town, to
remember those who died fn
the Battle of the Somme in the
First World War. The pa_r‘gd’e
proceeds without incident from
the Orange headquarters in the
middle of Portadown to the
church. It is on the return
journey that trouble breaks out.
The Orangemen say their '
traditional route back into town
passes through Garvaghy Road
a staunchly catholic street close
to Drumcree church. The
residents of Garvaghy Road, led
by Mr. Brendam McCionnath, a
one-time IRA activist, say the
parade is provocative and do
not want it to pass through thei
area. The Orange Order insists j:
has the right to march whee it
wants to. After several year

violence is set to die down no
‘theft the high point of the

when the parade had be
escorted through Garvaghy Road
amidst pitched battles between
the security forces and the ‘
residents, a Government- ]
appointed parades commission *
decided that the Orangemen
should not walk down Garvaghy
Road, but should take another
route back into town.

The ban on marching down
Garvaghy Road has triggered
intense protestant anger. While
the Orange Order has always
insisted that it has only called
for peaceful protests, protestant
paramilitaries have been ‘
involved in stoking the violence.
Police figures show the scale of K
the violence that was unleased °
over ten days this month: there '’
were 329 attacks on the security :
forces in which 81 policemen
and six soldiers were injured.
There were 305 incidents of
petrol bomb throwing, and 95
homes and 404 cars were
damaged.

This violence is in a sense arf}
act of desperation from a smalf:
core of militant protestants whe
feel threatened by the changes’
occurring in Northern Ireland.
The unchallenged domination
the protestants once enjoyed in:
the province is now over, and .
the peace agreement has laid
the foundation for a society in -
which the catholic minority wﬂ!
share power with the
protestants. The majority of the
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‘protestant commumty accepts !

this, but there is a minority
which regards the peace .

agreezgent as a betrayal of faith-
and Qc%,{mty and uses the
marching*season in July to

demonstrate its frustration.

But with the peace agreement
slowly taking root, there is
growing unhappiness within thé
protestant community and
among the saner elements of
the Orange Order at the
violence and disruption that
have been unleashed. The
leadership of the Orange Order
has become increasingly critical '
of its Portadown branch for not
doing enough to dampen the!
viclence that has surrounded
the march. As one senior
Orangeman, Mr. David
Burnside, observed: ‘This is a
defining moment wi. in i
Orangeism... the leadership <
needs to get its act together... if”
it moves towards acceptance in
any way of thuggery, it will
liscredit. the Ordgr.”

e guod news igilidivibg

&

marching season, July 12, has
passed.. The bad;ndgs that
next year this time, orthem &
Ireland could be Iz throughg@
this annual ritual ofice agam
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_Politics of Compassion

EU Needs Immigrant Workers
C)\”® Y Y By RASHMEE Z AHMED

ONDON: The arithmetic of

immigration is illogical. It gives
rise to strange equations. Should
one South Asian ‘techie’, for in-
stance, be deemed the equivalent
of 100 asylum-seekers? Germany
has been asking itself a similar
question in the last few days and
does not seem to have a clear an-
swer just yet. For the moment
though, it has a brand new law en-
abling South Asian high-techwal-
lahs to enter the country from Au-
gust as “guest workers” for up to
five years. The German economics
minister has announced that Indi-
ans and Pakistanis are leading the
queue for ‘Green Cards’ which
would enable them to take up jobs
in the sadly-neglected German In-
formation Technology sector. The
German drawbridge has been low-
ered to invite black faces (albeit
with outsize technologically-wired
brains) into the Fatherland. Hardly
surprising, when in all of Germany,
there is just one newly-created
chajr in e-commerce, that at the
Goethe University in Frankfurt.

No wonder, despite more than four .

million unemployed people, nearly
100,000 jobs are going a-begging in
the Internet sector. Hence, the
damage-limitation legislation, but
policy-makers are finding it hard to
make thesumsaddup.

In the European Union, Ger-
many has most-favoured nation
status for asylum-seekers and
refugees. Even after a decline in
applications since 1997, when Ger-
many banned asylum-seekers from
finding jobs, it still had 95,300 peo-
ple in the asylum queue in 1999.
The number of asylum-seekers is
expected to rise now that Chancel-
lor Gerhard Schroeder wants to lift
the ban. Meanwhile, Germany is
planning to import nearly 30,000
computer professionals — mostly
perhaps from India — over the
next few years, something that is
bound to give its Teutonic core pal-
pitations at the prospect of being
swamped by coloured people. In
fact, Germany, with a fertility rate
among the lowest in Europe, needs
at least 100,000 immigrants every
year for the next decade to main-
tain even a basic workforce.

Although this has powerfully im-
pressed the German government,
the opposition remains singularly
uninspired. The conservative par-
ties are focussing on what they see
as a basic arithmetical certainty:
More foreigners equals deracina-
tion. Q.E.D. The Bavarian premier,
Edmund Stoiber, whose Christian

Social Union is the sister party of
e main opposition Christian
emocratic Union, has even

suggested taking in the desirable

foreigner, in this case, the coloured

‘techie’ and then doing complicat-

ed long-division sums to keep out a

number of his dispossessed

refuge-seeking brothers. What Mr

Stoiber has not been able to ex-

plain is why there should be a

mathematical equation at all to

link the two, considering they have
nothing in common except perhaps
the colour of their skin. |

Of course, Germany’s dilemma is
not exclusive to it: Declining popu-
lations are a pan-European prob-
lem. By 2050, Italy for instance, will
lose just under a third of its popula-
tion. In order to maintain adequate
number of workers, Italy would

need to import more than 350,000

immigrants every year, or else keep

its citizens at their jobs until they
drop dead naturally or by work-in-

IN BRIEF ~————

¢ Germany wants Asian IT
waorkers

* Workforce shortage is a
pan-European phenomenon

* They all need immigrants to
augment their workforce

» But they don’t want other
asylum-seekers

* EU, therefore, nieeds a

realistic immigration policy

duced fatigue. At a different, al-
most farcical level, is the predica-
ment of British fruit farmers, whose
strawberries, raspberries and cher-
ries are rotting even as I write, sim-
ply because there is a ban on em-
ploying asylum-seekers and new
limits have been imposed on work
permits for foreign students.

So what is to be done? To open
the floodgates to wave after wave
of war-weary Sri Lankan Tamil,
freedom-seeking Chinese, Milose-
vic-hounded Albanian or Bosnian
and anti-Taliban Afghan might be
over-generous and would certainly
do little to help social cohesion with
the host populations. Even the cur-
rent number of asylum applications
— more than 70,000 in the UK last
year — provoke daily headlines in
local newspapers like the Dover
Express on the British coast, of the
“human sewage” washing up on
the shores along with smelly
seaweed and empty bottles.

But legal or not, as Jeremy

Harding writes in his new book,
The Uninvited, will find a way to
confound the continent’s “project
of exclusion”. He is unsurprisingly
right, of course, having watched
poverty-stricken Nigerians hurl
themselves at the double-exclusion
fence backed with razor wire that
marks off the Spanish enclave of
Ceuta in Africa, “slashing their legs
to shreds” and heedless of the elec-
tronic sensors and closed-circuit
television meant to protect the vul-
derable flank of Fortress Europe.
He concludes that those who sur-
vive the desert pilgrimages, great
sea-crossings and ‘concealed over-
fand journeys in lorries, survive to
swell the ranks of illegal immi-
grants in the EU and it is the
survival of the fittest. By his argu-
ment, the EU’s unsought annual
intake of 400,000 illegal immigrant
job-seekers, “is among the most
highly-motivated potential work-
force in Europe”.

This plea for greater compassion
is fantastic and incurably idealistic
for the real world of politics, gross
domestic products and social sta-
bility. Yet, globalisation cannot ex-
pect to be limited to the free move-
ment of capital and must extend to
the free movement of people.
Hence, a more viable half-way
house could be to recognise — as
do the Americans — that popula
tion flows must find their own lev
el, pooling in conducive condi
tions. The US has a far more liberz
immigration regime than the EU
By the late 1990s, it was taking it
about one million immigrants :
year — 730,000 legal immigrants
200,000 illegal aliens and abouw
100,000 refugees.

The EU, too, needs a more con-
sidered policy on selective primary
immigration. This would ensure
that the legitimate Chinese job-
seeker would apply to enter Britain
rather than paying exorbitant sums
to ‘Snakehead’ gangs to smuggle
him in, concealed behind tomato
crates in a refrigerated lorry. This
would mean spending far less on
processing fake asylum applica-
tions and paying for the upkeep of
illegal immigrants, who are prohib-
ited from working as they wait to
hear what God — and the immi-
grdtion officials — has in store for
them. It is a bit late, at this stage of
the EU economy, to implement the
slogan of the German Right,
“kinder statt Inder” or “children,
not Indians”. Europe needs immi-
grants. It just needs to a realistic
decision on who and how many.
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Hitler would hard-
v have recognised Jorg
aider as a Nazi support-
r, whatever some European
governments may imagine. The
Nazi Party was totalitarian and
anti-Semitic, committed to
using state power to overthrow
the existing order and destroy
its supposed racial enemies,
including Jews and Slavs. It
was radical and aggressive.
There may be some nostalgia
for Nazi triumphalism among
the older supporters of Haider’s
Austrian Freedom Party, but,
so far as one can tell, it is no
more than an old-fashioned
nationalist party, opposed to
immigratien but not anti-
Semitic. Iti8 essentially cheer-
ful and defensive. It resembles
the far-right parties which have
had some success in French and
Ttalian elections, not the Nazis.
Haider is no Hitler.
Nevertheless, fear of the
charismatic Haider caused the
European reaction to this year’s
coalition between the moderate
Austrian Conservative People’s
Party and the Freedom Party.
Under the European treaties,
Austria could not be excluded
from the official operation of the
EU. There would have been no
grotnds for doing that. Yet the
other 14 EU governments have

-+ -ull decided to boycott Austria in

bilateral relations. Their action
is perhaps illegal, as there is no
provision in any of the treaties
for this sort of penalty. The boy-
tt was imposed without dis-
cussing the legalities; it was led
by France and Germany, and
followed, perhaps weakly, by
Britain. It has now lasted for
four months, and looks like
~ becoming a running sore in
_ European relations.
In the past, European coun- !
tries have been reluctant to !

HE STATESMAN

Jiorg Haider: no Hitler

interfere in each other’s domes-
tic affairs. The other members
of the EUJ were rather pleased
when Britain and Ireland decid-
ed to bring unrepentant former
terrorists into the government
of Northern Ireland, though ter-
rorism is plainly anti-democrat-
ic. The French and Italian
Governments have unrecon-
structed Communists in their
coalitions. Gianfranco Fini, who
leads the Italian post-Fascist
party, was regarded as an
acceptable member of the
Berlusconi administration.
What is so different about
Haider? The difference is that
he is an Austrian.

Because of the Holocaust,
Europeans have a quite differ-
ent fear of German or Austrian
nationalists from anything they
feel about other European
nationalist parties. Hitler was
an Austrian; Haider is an
Austrian. Hitler was a mob ora-
tor; Haider is a mob orator.
Hitler was a nationalist; Haider
is a nationalist. The analysis
starts and often stops at that
point. Haider has said that
Hitler’s policy towards unem-
ployment was a success. How
shocking. There can be no uni-
versity in which the professor of
economic history does not say
the same thing. German rear-
mament cured unemployment
in the mid-1930s; Roosevelt’s
New Deal did not.

We have, no doubt, to deal with
the fact of public perception.
The Austrians know that
Haider, however shabby, is not
Hitler and that the Freedom
Party is not the Nazi Party; the
further one gets away from
Austria, the less people know
about Austrian politics. Fear is
entirely understandable in
Jewish opinion. But a false
stereotype of a minor European
nationalist politician is a poor
basis for European policy.

There are two questions which
the boycotting powers have not

asked. Why did the Austrian

conservative People’s Party
decide to form a coalition with
the Freedom Party? What have
been the consequences? After
the last Austrian elections, the

Conservatives were faced with a

situation in which the old Social

Democrat-Conservative coali-

tion had become unpopular, as

ageing administrations eventu-
ally do. Its use of patronage was
resented as corrupt; the electors
saw that it had become an
obstacle to reform.

As a result, Haider’s Freedom

Party had been steadil
support in oppositio
Austrians believed thatjanother
Left-Right coalition| would
exhaust the patience of the elec-
torate, and that Haider would
eventually come to power to
throw the coalition out. The
Conservatives did, however, try
unsuccessfully to reach new
terms with thé Social
Democrats. From _ the
Conservative point of view,
there was a choice of evils. .
Either they could form another
Left-Right coalition with the
Social Democrats, on unaccept-
able terms, with no prospect of
necessary reforms. That might
bring Haider to power at a sub-
‘sequent election. Or they could
form a coalition with the
Freedom Party, despite their
differences of philosophy, in
order to carry an agreed pro-
gramme of political and eco-
nomic reforms. That would
break the Social Democrats’
long monopoly of power. They
chose the Freedom Party. \
So far, their Austrian calcula-
tions have proved correct.
Economic reforms are being
introduced, the Social Democrat
patronage machine has been
weakened. Haider, far from
being strengthened, is not a
member of the Government and
has retired from the leadership
of his party, the conservative
People’s Party has moved ahead
in the polls, and is particularly
popular with the business com:

munity. The coalition is well -

supported in Austria, partly

because the voters resent the

European boycott. -

There is no doubt about the |

democratic credentials of the
conservative People’s Party. It
is a reputable party of the mod-
erate Right,
respectable as the French
Gaullists or
Christian Democrats. Like most
European countries, Austria
has a system of proportional

representation which makes’

coalitions almost inevitable.

The Austrian Foreign Minister,

Benita Ferrero-Waldner, who
was in London last week -
though one might as well say:
she had been sent to Coventry -
put her position in this way: “I
would not have agreed to join a
government that included Mr
Haider, but since he is not in:
the Government, I am content
to do so. The point is that the

Freedom Party is a legitimate '
democratic party . . . they have

a perfect right to be in govern-
ment.”

It is ironic that Frau Ferrero-
Waldner has herself been a very
“good European”, perhaps over-
trustful of the European sys-
tem.

In some circumstances, the
principle of democracy would
entitle other EU countries.to
take action against a particular
country which behaved in an
anti-democratic way. A coup, as
in Fiji, gross illegality and
oppression, as in Zimbabwe,
would justify suspension, or
conceivably even expulsion.

at least as:

the German

A false stereotype of a minor European
nationalist politician is a poor basis for
European policy, writes WILLIAM REES-MOGG

Even then, there would need to
be due process of some kind. Yet
Austria has committed no
breach of democratic legality.
The electorate cast roughly a

\third of its votes for an estab-

lished parliamentary party of
which the major European gov-
ernments: do not approve. That
is their offence.

The unquestionably democratic
conservative People’s Party

Acting like Nazis overAustria

decided to form a coalition with
the Freedom Party. These are
perfectly normal democratic
events. Austria is economically
dependent on Germany, and
sympathetic to European inte-
gration. So far, Austria has
been remarkably patient, hop-
ing that goodwill would lead to
a restoration of normal rela-
tions. The Austrians could have
responded by refusing their own

minimum co-operation to the
Eurcpean process, in the
Gaullist style; they may well
now be reluctant to co-operate
with a hostile French chairman-
ship. In Britain, our public opin-
ion is not nearly as pro-
European as in Austria. We
already fear that the EU is
undermining our democracy. In
the meantime, the British
Government is party to an
unlawful attempt to coerce the
democratic choice of a small
European nation. Of course,
that has happened before, but
not, I think, since 1938.

— The Times, London
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the Second World
War, the two most
belligerent nations of
Europe, Germany and Italy,
were rendered political dwarves.
This was intentional. The
victorious powers did not wish
unbridled militarism, let alone
the horrors of a Nazi-style
philosophy, to ever raise its ugly
head in Europe again. Both
Germany and Italy were denied
permanent seats in the U.N.
Security Council and several
other restrictions were placed
on them. The fall of the Berlin
Wall, of course, changed all that
and in a sense set them both
free to pursue more
individualistic goals, not
necessarily tied to the realities
of the Cold War. Re-unification
gave Germany the political clout
to pursue a dual foreign policy...
Italy too has not been inactive.
Over the past four or five years
it has given its foreign policy
new impetus, direction and
vigour,” says Mr. Bruno Crimi,
journalist who writes for the
influential Italian weekly,
Panorama.

Senior officials at La Farnesina
(Foreign Ministry) freely admit
that the collapse of communism
was the most significant event
to affect Italy in decades. Not
only did it sweep away the old
party coalitions, which had
governed the country for 40
years, it also diminished the
influence wielded by the Vatican
through the Christian
Democrats who formerly
dominated this coalition. The

West’s main fear, fully shared by

the Vatican, was that Italy would

' go communist through the polls.

“So to keep the communists
out, people would hold their
noses and vote for the Socialists
or Christian Democrats (DC),
even though they knew they
stank of corruption. But once
the communist danger
disappeared with the fall of the
Wall, there was no need to vote
for the DC or the Socialists.
Hence Italy’s post-communist
Revolution, or the Second
Republic, as some people call
it,” says Mr Crimi.

Although the partitocrazia or
rule by strong, well-oiled
political machines has not been
completely eradicated, the
political landscape has changed
so dramatically over the past
decade that the former
communists have come to
power and have been found
wanting, like almost everyone
else has been found to be, by an
increasingly demanding
electorate. Since 1996, when the
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Italy has lurched from
one coalition to
another, endlessly
shuffling and
reshuffling the same
old cards. The one
card which has
remained constant in
terms of porfolio these
past four years is
foreign affairs as
incarnated by
Mr. Lamberto Dini.
Vaiju Naravane on
Italy’s foreign policy
interests.

it,”” an official told The Hindu.

Italy’s foreign policy interests
in the past were defined as
concentric circles beginning
with Europe and ending with
Asia and Africa with Latin
America, the Mediterranean and
North America in between. “But
we have now come much closer
to Asia. We can no longer define
spheres of interest the way we
did before. Latin America is
important and will continue to
be important because a large
percentage of the population of
Brazil and Argentina is of Italian
origin. But tomorrow’s markets
lie more in Asia than in Latin
America,” he said.

Since January 2000, the
Foreign Ministry, which was
organised vertically, has created
crosscutting regional divisions
along geographical lines. Under
Mr. Dini, Italy has adopted a
forthright tone it rarely used in
the past and shown a new

the flux

peacekeeping and humanitarian
missions across the world. This
has the added advantage of
strengthening Italy’s position on
the enlargement of the Security
Council. With formidable
opponents like Japan and
Germany lined up, Italy has
decided it is against any
addition of permanent seats
with veto powers.

Instead, it would like to see
the Council strength enlarged to
about 25, with some weighing
mechanism which would favour
those who pay more. Italy is the
U.N.’s fifth largest contributor.
So, while Mr. Dini says he has
no problem treating India on a
par with Germany or Japan, he
hastens to clarify that that said,
Italy is opposed to any new
permanent member.

Italy has increasingly turned
its attention to the
Mediterranean region, the
Adriatic and the Balkans. “The

Mr. Lamberto Dini

POLICY HIGHLIGHTS

Restructuring of the Foreign Ministry which
has been organised along geographical
lines for communication and exchange.

Proactive initiatives towards countries like
Libya, Iran, Afghanistan and North Korea.

Making Italy a facilitator, if not mediator,
in the eyes of developing countries.

Insistence on foreign policy being anchored
in moral principles, respect for democracy
and human rights.

Greater recognition of regions, notably
Asia, not considered spheres of
interest in the past.

centre-left Olive Tree Alliance
was elected, Italy has had three
governments, making a post-war
total of 58. It has lurched from
one coalition to another,
endlessly shuffling and re-
shuffling the same old cards.
The one card which has
remained constant in terms of
portfolio these past four years is
foreign affairs as incarnated by
Mr. Lamberto Dini.

“Dini remaining in office for
four years has been crucial to
re-shaping Italy’s foreign policy.
Continuity has meant the
elaboration of a global strategy
and the physical restructuring of
the ministry in accordance with

T —————

assertiveness in its approach to
countries once considered
untouchables by the West —
Iran, Libya, North Korea and
Afghanistan.

With the exception of
shortlived and sometimes
disastrous colonial adventures in
Albania, Ethiopia, Somalia, Libya
and Eritrea, Italy does not have
heavy colonial baggage, making
it more acceptable as a neutral
facilitator or mediator in the
eyes of developing countries, or
so goes the rationale of Italy’s
new geo-political strategists.

The country is therefore
investing heavily in
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fall of communism has given
rise to many new challenges
which call for innovation and
imagination. We are now
confronted with immigration,
organised crime, rogue states,
nationalism of varying shades
and hues, and a constructive
dialogue based on two
fundamental principles —
respect for democracy and
human rights — is the way
forward,” says a policy planner.

Perhaps that is why Italy
recently gently but firmly told
Pakistan’s military ruler that a
General for an ambassador
would really not do. Not in the
new Italy at least.
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By Vaiju Naravane

VIENNA, JUNE 19. Austria is stil
stung by diplomatic sanctions im-
posed on it by the other 14 mem-
bers of the Furopean Union on
February 4, when the extreme
right, anti-immigrant and xeno-
phobic Freedom Party (FPO) be-
came part of Austria’s ruling
conservative coalition.

While sanctions will be dis-
cussed at the European Union
summit being held in the Portu-
guese town of Santa Maria de Fei-
ra, it is unlikely they will be lifted.

Austria has called for the mea-
sures to be lightened or loosened
before France takes over the ro-:
tating six-month presidency of:
the E.U. and the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Benita. Fétrero-Walduer, has:

~multipligd™tips to various, Eii-}
ropean tapitals in recent weeks in
order to mobilise public opinion:
against sanctions. :

The sanctions have meant that
there have been no bilateral or
diplomatic contacts between Aus-
tria and the other 14 E.U. coun-.
tries. This has not affected Austtia
financially and has not resulted in
a change of its status at the E.U.
But it has spelt humiliation and
painful ostracism from the other
14.

Contrary to E.U. expectations,
Austria has not hung its head in
shame. Instead, European leaders

line taken by Vienna. Chancellor
Schussel has now said that unless
sanctions are lifted, Austria will
hold a referendum in autumn on
its continued membership of the
E.U. and that in the interim peri-
od it would obstruct E.U. deci-
sion- making. As expected, the
worst of the rhetoric has come
from Mr. Jorg Haider, whose pop-
ulism, and personal charisma
were largely responsible for mak-
ing the FPO Austria’s third most
important political party.

He called the French President,
Mr. Jacques Chirac, a loser and a

INSIDE AUSTRIA — |

“Pocket Napoleon” and enraged
other Europeans with similar
caustic provocations. Mr. Haider
has since resigned as Chairman of
the party and returned to the
province of Carinthia of which he
is Governor. However, it is clear
that he has not slackened his grip
on power and continues to dom-
inate the FPO Ministers in the
coalition Cabinet.

Mr. Aleksander Van der Bellen,
who is head of Austria’s Green
Party, told The Hindu in an exclu-
sive interview in Vienna: “jorg
Haider has made the situation ex-
tremely difficult. He has rejected

v
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the proposal of a monitoring
mechanism and although he has
resigned as Chairman of the FPO,
he continues to call the shots
from behind the scenes. Haider
does everything he can to ruin ev-
ery single diplomatic effort so we
must conclude that sanctions are
to his advantage and he does not
want them to end."”

Mr. Vander Bellen said that
even if he sympathised with the
E.U.’s decision to apply sanctions
against his country, the way in
which it was done has “left a bad
taste in the mouth.” He said:
“While imposing sanctions no-
body thought about the exit sce-
nario or how long they would last.
This cannot be allowed to happen
again and the E.U. needs a proce-
dure based ‘on legal values. The
country accused should have the
right to be heard and in this case
Austria was not given a hearing.”

Austria is pressing for sanctions
to be loosened now, while Portu-
gal is still the head of the EU.,
because it fears French intransi-
gence after Paris takes over the
presidency on July 1. But the Por-
tuguese Prime Minister, Mr. Anto-
nio Guterres, dashed hopes for an
early resolution when he said:

“we will not discuss this in Feira
because this is not a E.U. matter.” |
The decision to impose a diplo-

matic boycott against Austria was

never brought up in the E.U. be-
cause Austria, which is a full
member, could have vetoed it.
E.U. decisions must be taken
unanimously. France and Belgi-
um have been prime movers be-
hind the sanctions. But other
countries such as Britain and Ger-
many have gone along.

Italy, which has two major ex-
treme right wing parties who are
likely to be part of the country's
next post-electoral government,
is visibly uncomfortable with
sanctions. Benito Mussolini’s for-
mer Nazi party MSO has been re-
named the Allianza Nazionale
and is now led by Mr. Gianfranco
Fini. The Lega Nord, another ex-
treme right wing anti-immigrant
party led by Mr. Umberto Bossi, is
alsa’ likely to become a coalition
partner of Mr. Silvio Berlusconi’s
Forza Italia party when country
goes to the polls next year.

"~ Vienna smarting under sanctions W

‘O have been appalled by the tough




‘~\ Austria blocks key E.U. tax package ,,. >

FEIRA (PORJUGAL), JUNE 20. Austria,
already th¥ bad boy of the Eu-
ropean Unjon, single-handedly
blocked a long-sought pan-Eu-
ropean tax package today by re-
fusing to withdraw its veto of a
key component despite a last-
ditch pressure play by its 14 part-
ners.

In an unscheduled meeting to-
day on the last day of an E.U. mid-
year summit here, the Finance
Ministers threw up their hands
and acknowledged failure, E.U.
sources said. It was their fourth
session in less than two days

aimed at ham/mefing out an ac-

cord on what has been the most
vexing and intractable fiscal prob-
lem facing the E.U., spanning two
years and four rotating presiden-
cies.

Today’s failure meant France
will have the problem dumped in
its lap when it takes the presiden-
cy in 10 days, as Portugal did from
Finland last January 1.

It also meant that a far broader
pan-European tax package, the
logical sequel to the common
market and currency, would re-
main on hold for at least another
six months. Austria said “no” to a
last-minute  Portuguese-drawn

7

tax compromise between coun-
tries that want withholding tax on
non-resident savings income, and
those countries that favour an ex-
change of tax information among
E.U. Governments.

An exchange of information
would effectively kill the concept
of banking secrecy, the bedrock of
the private banking that is big
business in Austria and Luxem-
bourg. Both countries had been
opposing the plan before Luxem-
bourg finally gave into pressure
from the other 13, leaving Austria
the only holdout.

Austria is already fighting an

RS
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uphill battle for a lifting of bilater-
al political sanctions imposed by
its 14 partners last February in
protest at the inclusion of the far-
right Freedom Party in its coali-
tion Government.

And E.U. sources here said it
was not unthinkable that Vienna
might use its tax veto as leverage.

Sources also were concerned
that if the sanctions lingered, Aus-
tria's veto might pop up in other
areas, notably the intergovern-
mental conference that is forging
institutional changes needed to

accommodate the E.U.’s historic
eastward expansion. — AFP/




v Haider playing on Austrians’
sentiments: Green Party ¢\
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By Vajju Naravane

VIENNA, JUNE 20. Vierina.is always imperial and
imperious. But under the summer sun, with
the air full of the scent of linden flowers, the
city appears to unbend, lose some of its frosty
formality. Tourists throng the museums, the
Kartner Strasse is jammed with women wear-
ing summer frocks shopping for swimming
wear, street musicians set up a curious ca-
cophony where strains of jazz mingle with
snatches of opera, while the cafes do brisk
business serving tankards of beer, and creamy
coffee to accompany the rich pastry concoc-
tions only the Viennese can conjure up.

The inside of the Parliament building is a
study in contrast. Wood-panelled, with high
ceiling, formal, forbidding. One of the only
politicians to command almost universal re-
spect and unrestrained liking is the Green Par-
ty leader, Mr. Aleksander Van der Bellen. In his
late 40’s, burly, beginning to run to fat, he
chainsmokes his way through an hour-long
conversation about Austria, Mr. Joerg Haider
and the need for his country to examine its
Nazi past. The Green Party came out of last
October’s election with five additional seats in
Parliament. Opinion polls say its popularity
continues to increase. In contrast, the Free-
dom Party of Mr. Joerg Haider has begun to
slump in the polls.

Excerpts from the interview:

The Hindu: What is your opinion of Mr.
Joerg Haider?

Haider has made the situation extremely
difficult. He has rejected the proposal of a
monijtoring mechanism. He still calls the shots
even from behind the scenes. Since January,
Haider has made the situation very critical,
calling Chirac a pocket Napoleon and a loser.
And now he’s proposing that any Austrian
elected official who criticises Austria abroad
should be stripped of his immunity and tried
under the penal code which has a proviso for
insults against the republic. This is the point of
view of a totalitarian person. He continues to

be very influential and is still a member of the
coalition committee. Haider does everything
he can to ruin every single diplomatic effort,
so we must conclude that sanctions are to his
advantage and he does not want them to end.
All this shows that if he could, he would estab-
lish a totalitarian state. He wants to clamp
down on all criticism. He has no barriers, no
internal barriers that tell him what is possible
in a democracy and what is not. And again he
plays on the strings of the Austrian soul. There
are certain people who believe that the Gov-
ernment should govern and that others should
follow quietly and shut up.

Has Green Party not lost some of its base to
Mr. Haider?

Haider is a genius at adapting to any audi-
ence he is addressing and although he is 50, he
can behave like a 30-year- old and he drives a

INSIDE AUSTRIA — I

Porche. I think it is a Diana effect. Simple peo-
ple who have no money who still read every
article about Diana — how many cars and jew-
els she had and how much she spent on dress-
es and without any jealousy whatsoever —
living vicariously. And Haider manages to
have the same psychological effect on people.

How do you interpret Mr. Haider’s decision
to resign from the chairmanship of the Free-
dom Party?

The Freedom Party had this image of being
the party of the small people, low income, less
than average education. That’s where they
drew their numbers. People are now irritated.
Haider is the Freedom Party, but he is not in
Government. He is in Carinthia. People don’t
know what he is up to. The Government is
taking decisions which are unpopular with
belt-tightening measures. So Haider has dis-
tanced himself from the Government. But will
that strategy work? Do they have the stamina
and the staying power until the next national
elections which are in October 2003? In-be-

N\~

tween there are local elections in Vienna rext
year and that is important. The first thing'}
how will they behave and secondly what hap-
pens if they lose? After Lower Austria where
they have unleashed a campaign of hate, the
FPO in Vienna is the second-worst. Last year
their campaign in Vienna was anti-immigrant
and nasty and appealed to the lowest possible
sentiments.

What do you think the arrival of the FPO to
power has done psychologically to this coun-
try? Has it brought something out in the open
which had remained underground?

Yes and no. It’s an ambivalent thing. Yes,
because I think that during these past years it
has become possible to say things in public
which I consider impossible in a decent coun-
try. Personally, I have been confronted four or
five times with Nazi comments. In the street,
on the telephone, or on some of those phone-
in interviews. I remember a discussion with an
elderly man and him saying, “all foreigners
should be shot.” On a computer chat forum, a
real Nazi came in seven or eight times and
they were unable to throw him out. Or the
Vienna campaign of the Freedom Party. Or
what happened just two weeks ago in Lower
Austria when the new Governor used a Nazi
slogan during one of his meetings. So it has
brought a lot of anti-foreign and anti- Jewish
sentiment to the surface.

It has broken taboos. Austria must examine
its past. This country has a victim complex and
the extrere right plays on that. The Austrian
population has been brought up to believe
that the world is against us. First, in 1918 we
lost the empire. Then we became the “vic-
tims” of the Nazis in 1938. Then as of 1945
came the occupation by the Allied Powers. So
this myth of a small but courageous people
fighting all odds has to be broken up and re-
examined. The sanctions have put the pop-
ulation firmly behind Haider and Chancellor
Schussel. So in the climate of angry national-
ism such an examination cannot take place.
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By Vaiju Narayane

VIENNA, JUNE 21. Opposite the offices of the
Foreign Ministry in Vienna, a strange embassy
has sprung up since February this year. It is
small, unpretentious and housed in a white
tent covered with colourful activist posters.
The “Embassy of Concerned Citizens”’ was
opened at Ballhausplatz on February 9. The
‘Embassy’s’ everyday activities are run by
people who do not feel represented by the
new Austrian Government and who would
like to see the back of the extreme right wing
Freedom Party now in power.

Sofia Antonulas, journalist, who was one of
its founders told The Hindu: ‘‘We needed a
place where people could talk, express their
disgust at the turn the situation has taken.
Ours is a non-party initiative unaffiliated to
any movement and we want people to act as
| an ambassador in their own right. The embas-
sy is a centre for protest and a place for net-
working. I am glad the European Union has
decided to maintain sanctions. That is what is
needed, to keep the pressure up,” says Sofia
referring to the decision in Pertugal by the
E.U. not to lift bilateral diplomatic sanctions
against Austria. ‘

Every Thursday, several thousand people
gather around the tent to stage demonstra-
tions against the presence of the FPO in the
Government. “In the beginning there were as
many as 100,000 persons every Thursday.
Now the numbers have dwindled to about

10,000. But even so, the ring road is practically
blocked each week. We are advocating further
peaceful protests and we shall remain open 24
hours a day as long as this Government re-
mains in office,” says Sofia.

““Many people are afraid of totalitarianism.
All those Nazi words and slogans coming back
from the past. We don't want that. Its fright-
ening.”

INSIDE AUSTRIA — I

Anna is a young student volunteer. She says
she works sometimes with an organisation
called MitMensch, a word which Italy's Nobel
prize winning holocaust writer Primi Levy de-
scribed, not without irony as: “The co-man,
the human being of flesh and blood standing
before us, within reach of our providentially
myopic senses.”” The organisation fights dis-
crimination of every sort and tries to help
those in distress. Over the past year, the num-
ber of complaints about racist behaviour has
soared, Anna says.

“It is true that the atmosphere, particularly
here in Vienna, has become particularly poi-
sonous. For instance, the Freedom Party
claims that in certain districts in Vienna there
is no place for Austrian children in schools
because they are full to capacity with immi-
grant children — Turks, Bosnians and Yugos-
lavs, mainly. Albanians too. But that is
because the housing policies which were fol-

Non-party initiative -
fight Freedom Party ("

lowed by the city authorities were so skeweX.‘
They put all the immigrants together in cer-
tain localities. They did not want the immi-
grants to mix, to harmonise. So now there is a
lack of balance. But this can be rectified by
changing the housing policy,” says Ms. Frie-
derike Leibl who works for the daily Die
Presse. She is of the opinion that these elec-
tions will remain a watershed in modern Aus-
trian history.

“Something snapped in the psychology of
this country. It has been building up for a time
but this past year one could really feel Haid-
er’s popularity mounting. And then people
started coming out with terrible things about
Jews and foreigners. There was more self-con-
trol before. Now they feel its quite alright to
say all that in the open. We have never done
our mea culpa like the Germans did. We had
the opportunity when the whole Kurt Wald-
heim scandal broke — (he had been a soldier
in Hitler's army but forgot to mention it when
interviewed for the United Nations of which
he became Secretary-General) but Austrians
never took it, preferring to believe that the
world was picking on us. If we were intelligent
as a people we would seize this new opportu-
nity to do some introspections, look at our
past dispassionately. But in Austria we live on
myths and I am afraid that such a questioning
will not take place. If that happens what will
be the future? Too scary to contemplate,” she
says.

(Concluded)
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he euro stoops
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HE NEARLY 18-month-old eu-

ro is still 3 flickering star on the

internatignal monetary hori-

zon with long dips and modest
highs. Its recent recovery of seven per
cent, in the background of its all-time
low, 22 per cent loss of value against
the dollar, could now dispel the con-
cern at the health of the young cur-
rency launched on January 1, 1999. The
new-found optimism may challenge
gathering perceptions of a euro
doomed to a perpetual weakness
against the dollar.

The current perception in the Eu-
ropean Central Bank (ECB) is that the
“euro is not weak but dollar is overval-
ued.” The prospects of a much-herald-
ed correction on the U.S. stack market
will ensure that the dollar loses ground
to the euro. It is now trading in the
mid-nineties range, i.e., one euro to 95
cents.

The officials at the bank argue that
“the longer we stay in the mid-nineties
against the dollar, the less likely inter-
vention becomes.” The prospects of
ECB intervention are not welcome
news in the background of Euroland’s
lower unemployment and higher con-
sumer confidence data. Business confi-
dence in West Germany — E.U.s
locomotive economy -— rose to a nine-
year high in May.

This has aroused expectations of a
further rate increase by the ECB. Euro-
enthusiasts in financial markets say
that once the euro interest rates are
“matched” with the dollar interest rate
— “the fizz from dollar may suddenly
disappear.”

The much-dreaded, hypothetical
scenario of challenges posed by a sud-
den market correction in the U.S. stock
market could have serious conse-
quences for the value of the dollar.
Such speculation has prompted some
financial analysts to put the value of
the euro at the 1.25 dollar mark, sug-
gesting a nine to 10 per cent apprecia-
tion in the original euro value against
the doliar.

But it is also ironical that a weak euro
and a gradual rise in global demand for
goods and services have not only filled
euro-zone order books but also helped
to bolster manufacturing confidence
and investment. The euro-zone stock
markets, according to more optimistic
analysts, are poised for a major takeoft.

The euro-zone economists have con-
cluded that strengthening economic
growth in the eurc-zone area will
prompt the ECB to raise the euro in-
terest rates to 4.5 per cent later this
year — and this would be the sixth rate
rise since November — as the euro-
zone politicians are consistently em-
phasising the need for a strong euro
which would guarantee price stability.

The saga ot euro-launch will end in
July 2002 when euro currency notes

The Euro’s recent recovery
against the mighty dollar
may dispel the concern at
its health. BATUK
GATHANI on the bright
outlook for the young,
single European currency.

and coins come in circulation. The 12
national currencies and coins which
now constitute euro will cease to be
legal tender in Euroland. It has a pop-
ulation of 302 millions and comprises
12 out of 15 E.U. member-states.

Britain, Sweden and Denmark re-
main out of the European Monetary
Union (EMU) and euro for domestic
political reasons. This week, Greece
met all economic criteria to technically
qualify for EMU membership.

to conquer

For India, the eurc*has a speCial sig-
nificance. Apart from its exporters be-
ing able to invoice their goods and
services in this currency, the corporate
sector will have an opportunity to raise
low interest euro capital for modern-
isation and expansion.

The E.U. is India’s second largest
trading partner — after the U.S. — and
currently accounts for about 30 per
cent of India’s exports and imports.

The Indian share of the E.U. global
trade is very modest. It hovers round
half per cent and hence it is often ar-
gued that the E.U. is more important to
India than India is to the E.U. Bat the
E.U. is indispensable for India to im-
proving its global trade profile.

India’s current trade with the E.U.
stands at $21 billion per annum. This is
four times less than China’s tradewith
the E.U. But, with the E.U.’s GrossDo-
mestic Product (GDP) nudging towards
the $7 trillion-mark, there is a luge
trade and investment potential for

A giant Euro banknote...promising currency.

Within this decade, the E.U. will bor-
der with Russia in the east and Turkey
in the south. The European Union Club
may then comprise 25 to 30 members,
say in the next two decades. All this
would Jead to the evolution of a true
pan-European economy. At the mi-
croeconomic level, the euro, in tandem
with the all powerful and independent
ECB, will exercise formidable monetary
and budgetary discipline.

This could pave the way for major
structural reforms which will stimulate
economic growth, create more wealth
and employment in the E.U. In the
process, the euro may soon emerge as
the second largest international reserve
currency, after the dollar,

both the E.U. and India. India has three
times E.U. population.

According to the Union Bank of Swit-
zerland, while India is the 16th largest
economy by conventional measures, it
is the sixth biggest economy in “pur-
chasing power parity” (PPP) terms —
after the U.S., China, Japan, Russia and
Germany.

India is Asia’s third largest economy
and it is also a vibrant democracy, but-
tressed by the rule of law and a rela-
tively free market economy. It is in this
background that the relative health of
the euro has some significance for In-
dia.
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" FRO M&H MAJUMDAR/ ¢ ¥nd infi rmed the gathering of the

8 27 7. Heralding a
brave new Ind&a Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee* today un-
veiled the country’s bluegprint for
a more liberal economic regime

. beforga gathermg of Euro;)e SCQr- gi'.-
] *porate éaars.

As part of%ﬁi‘é net eva, Va]pay
ee said he would constitute a
“Joint ) r(i nt ladustry *-
Group” fortheAwin.piiriosss of >
removing bottlenecks from sanc-
tioned projects and ensuring
speedy approval for forelgn dlrect
investment; -

“In an effort to accelerate the
funds flow into the countiy; the
Prime Minister said that, the .
group could also includeféfeigh’”
mdustr1a11sts Who are flndmg it .
difficult to ovefcome procedural
hurdles. - AL

For once, the government
dealt with specifics and empha-
sised on the need to smoothen the
rough edges that make daiiigibust’
ness with India difficult.

" Vajpayee came to the meet, at-
tended by over 250 industrialists
from across the continent, with a
detailed basket of offers and re-
quests.

“While the EU stands to bene-
fit from cooperation in the rapldly

. expanding and equally rapidly

evolving information technoloegy
sector, India looks towards Euro-
pean investment in critical agéas:
like infrastructure and financial
servides, Both sides stafid to gdin
from sharing their experience and
expertise in the emerging knowl-
edge- baeed industries like phar
maceuticals; blotechnology ané
research. and development,” he.
said.

The Prime Minister sought
more investment in  the
infrastricture sector, ' which he
described ‘as a high-priority
area. He focused on his ambitious
highway programme, which, he
said, would cost around $11 bil-
lion.

Healso sold the idea of opening
up the ports to foreign investment

eps taken to corporatise some
“Yymportant” harbours, These in-
clude the Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust, and the ports in Haldia, En-
nore, Mangalore, Goa and Tuti-
corin.
: “We welcome private sector
prartmpatmn in:the modernisa-
“tioh ofports,” Vajpayee said and
.. pointed to the legislation cleared
by Parliamerit for joint ventures
between Indian and foreign ports.
Vajpayee also spoke of the gov-
ernment’s divestment plans and
listed the companies in which the
state has decided to shed its stake.
He said five airports will be

“leased out on a long-term basis

when the new civilaviation policy
is chalked'out.
. Similarly, - Va]payee added,
the télecom sector is being opened
up. An indeperident regulatory
structure has been put in place to
ensure a level playing field and a
new law, based on the principles
of convergence, is being worked
out by a high-powered group.
Vajpayee disclosed that a re-
port titled “Hydrocarbon
Vision 2025” is being prepared
that lays down a regulatory
framework and a progressive
policy on-deregulation for greater

investment in the oil and gas

sector.

- With an eye on his allies op-
posed to the fast-paced reforms
‘prograimme, Vajpayee said the di-
vestment process would be a cali-

bratedone. - ¢

“In the absence of social secu-
rity and state-funded unemploy-
-aent benefjts, we will have to en-
sure that the interests of the work-

. ers is fully protected,” he said.

“We will do this through a
combination of measures and
suitable incentives like a gener-
ous voluntary retirement scheme
and employees stock option
scheme. We will use the equity of
valuable unused urban land of our
own state-owned enterprises to fi-
nance a social safety net for work-
ers and employees,” th
Minister added.
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Eukope needs
ination and
vision a.&:d lacks both.
Will the French
presidency be able to
give the Old
Continent a nudge in
the right direction?
VAIJU NARAVANE
reports.

HE FREE fall of the Euro
against the dollar has sent
Europe into a tizzy.
Though most European
economies appear to be doing
well, the weakness of the Euro is a
symptom of the uncertainty

; which dogs the process of Eu-

ropean integration and construc-
tion. As it enters its 50th year,
Europe faces challenges and
problems it has never confronted:
enlargement, a reform of its in-
stitutions, defence policy, foreign
policy, the adoption of a Europe-
an rights charter, and the tantalis-
ing idea of a constitution.

Not a single innovative idea has
been launched since the Euro was’
adopted by 11 countries, and the
much-awaited “institutional big
bang” that the currency was to
have created has failed to materi-
alise. Pious declarations to the
contrary, the old debate between
sovereignty and supra-nationality
continues to grip the Old Conti-
nent with the result that Europe
has stepped into the new millen-
nium in a mood at once hesitant
and wary.

The French presidency of the
European Union, which begins
on July 1 and runs through until
the end of December, therefore
comes at a particularly sensitive
and delicate moment. Mistakes at
this juncture could jeopardise the
future of Europe. France’s presi-
dency will be capped by the Nice
summit and a failure to obtain
significant results there, at the
end of discussions on the Union’s
institutional reform, will put a
brake on the entire process of Eu-
ropean construction.

For Frangce itself, this particular
presidency of the E.U. is full of
challenges and pitfalls. The Fran-
co-German tandem, which for
several decades was the power-
house of Europe, is no longer as
close or cosy. Europe itself has be-
come more open and less “man-
ageable” or pliant since France’s
last shot at the presidency and
French leaders will have to show
infinite tact and diplomacy to
bring recalcitrant members on
board. France also approaches

this presidency at a crucial mo-
ment in its own political cycle. A
presidential election is on the
cards two years down the line and
both Mr. Jacques Chirac, the
country’s conservative President,
and Mr. Lionel Jospin, the social-
ist Prime Minister, have their po-
litical futures in mind as they
make their every move. Fortu-
nately for France, both leaders
who are passionate believers in
the pursuit of European integra-
tion have so far refrained from al-
lowing their rivalry to
contaminate the debate.

While Mr. Jospin chode May 9,
the E.U.’s 50th birthday, to pre-
sent his vision of European con-
struction, Mr. Chirac made his
views known a few days earlier.
Once more, Mr. Chirac used a dis-
course which has stood him.in
good stead in the past, stressing
human values over the impera-
tives of economic gain. The well-
being of each of its citizens should
be at the centre of Europe’s pre-
occupations, he said. “With the
adoption, hopefully, of the funda-
mental rights charter, the French
presidency will put together prin-
ciples and values as a basis for the
Europe of tomorrow. The chang-
ing world calls for a new type of
solidarity. We need Europe to
help us be more coherent and ef-
ficient,” Mr. Chirac said.

Mr. Jospin was less philosophi-
cal, more brisk and businesslike.
“The real challenge is the unifica-

France’s President, Mr. Jacques Chirac (left), and Prime Minister, Mr. Lionel Jospin, flank the
country’s football coach Mr. Aime Jacquet, as they celebrate the 1998 World Cup triumph... will -
the same spirit prevail at the E.U.?

tion of Europe,” he said. ““Institu-
tional reform and the
enlargement of Europe will be the
dominant themes of the French
presidency and while there is no
question of slowing down enlar-
gement, there is no question ei-
ther of jumping a couple of
stages,” he said. European insti-
tutions do not function well and
need overhauling. They will be
even less well adapted to service
the needs of over 20 member-
states. Which is why institutional
reform should take precedence
over enlargement, Mr. Jospin ex-
plained.

The minimum objectives of the
inter-Governmental conference,
which opened under the current
Portuguese presidency at the be-
ginning of this year and is expect-
ed to conclude at the end of the
year with France in the chair,
have been hanging fire for the last
three years. And although all Eu-
ropean leaders speak of the need
for transparency, democracy and
a certain closeness to the citizen,
their dream appears more distant
by the day.

The main questions the inter-
governmental conference is ex-
pected to resolve are those con-
cerning the composition of the
European Commission in Brus-
sels which cannot be inflated
each time a new member is in-
ducted, the redistribution of vot-
ing rights within the Commission
and a move away from the system

have the guile?

it

of consensus and towards a ma}'

jority vote in the decision- making
process.

Europe does not have a constl-

tution. The structure, aims and_

goals of the E.U. are to be found inx

several treaties and documents
adopted over time as it has,
evolved. Can and will the Europe-,
ans continue to make do with this
morass of documents governing,
their institutions or should they

start a process for the adoption of
a proper constitution? The former,
Commission President, Mr. Jagy
ques Delors, described Europe &
“a non-identified institutional
object” and an increasing num,,
ber of personalities feel that the
institutional patchwork has reac-
hed its limit and should be re:,

placed by a constitution spelling

out the rights and responsibilities,
of citizens and states, describing
and defining institutions and
structures.

Europe appears to be going
through a mid-life crisis and the
oft-repeated question seems to be
Whither Europe? The end of the
Cold War and the fall of commu-
nism have brought an unexpect-
edly large number of candidates
knocking on the door. The 15 cur-
rent members are baulking at the
cost and constraints of allowing
new entrants, Europe needs de-
termination and vision and lacks
both. Will the French presidency
be able to give the Old Continent
a nudge in the right direction?
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-~ Mr. Chirac and Mr. Jospin
are almost certain 0
candidates for the next
French presidential election
scheduled for 2002. The
municipal elections are a
sort of dress rehearsal

for what is to follow, says
VAIJU NARAVANE.

((

HAVE quite a panoply
of conservative
candidates to choose
from this time,” said Mr.
Cedric Chevet, a municipal clerk, with an
arch look at'the Hotel de Ville, the Paris
Mayor’s sumptuous edifice. “It’s going to
be an interesting election. The city’s budget
is huge, the job is prestigious and is seen
as a stepping-stone to bigger political
rewards. [t served President Jacques Chirac
as a trampoline in his leap towards the
Elysee Palace so it's not surprising that
anyone harbouring dreams of one day
becoming President of France has his eye
trained thisaways. What with the scandals
we have had, the internecine quarrels that
are going on and the stakes involved, its
going to be highly entertaining,” he says
with a malicious grin.

Earlier this week; the former French
Prime Minister, Mr. Eduard Balladur,
announced that he too is a candidate in
the Paris mayoral race, bringing the
number of prominent right-wingers to half
a dozen, including such political
heavyweights as Mr. Philippe Seguin,
former Minister and Speaker, the current
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. Shadow-box

The French President, Mr. Jacques
Chirac... striving to stay on top.

Mayor, Mr. Jean Tiberi, and the former
conservative Minister, Mr. Francoise de
Panafieu. The Socialist challenge is being
led by Mr. Bernard Delanoe who is already
a councillor in Paris.

Certainly one of the hallmarks of the
Paris mayoral race is raw political
ambition. Nevertheless, the municipal
election, particularly the jostle for the
French capital’s highest post, is also a
precursor to bigger events. Municipal polls
serve as a test for the mood of the
electorate, giving a taste of what lies in
store, especially by way of power shifts and
political re-alignments.

In these days of co-habitation — France
is led by a conservative President, Mr.
Jacques Chirac, and a Socialist Prime
Minister, Mr. Lionel Jospin — the French
voter has taken a perverse delight in
measuring up one leader against the other,
keeping them both permanently guessing
as to their place in his affections.

For many months, Mr. Jospin had the
upper hand. His Government passed the
100-day test with flying colours and each

triumph for Mr. Jospin meant a dent in Mr.

Chirac’s popularity. Until a couple of
months ago, it seemed that Mr. Jospin
could do no wrong while Chichi, as Mr.
Chirac is familiarly called, could not get his
act together. The economy was doing
beautifully, the coalition appeared
harmonious and the French Left wore the
glow bestowed by popular approbation.

Then came a series of reverses for Mr.
Jospin. He tried to set his own personal
stamp on France’s foreign policy in West
Asia during a recent trip to Israel and
Lebanon but was greeted with a hail of
stones by angry Palestinian students and
ended up being severely rapped on the
knuckles for meddling in what is generally
believed to be the special preserve of the
President.

Then public sector employees began

&

going on strike — nurses, taxmen, teachers
and postal workers. Mr. Jospin was obliged
to sack his highly unpopular Minister for
Education, Science and Technology, Mr.
Claude Allegre, and change the Ministers of
Finance and Industry and Culture.

The result, of course, has been that Mr.
Chirac’s fortunes have begun to look up
again, while Mr. Jospin’s image has taken
quite a battering. All the opinion polls
conducted in March indicate that Mr.
Chirac’s popularity rating has gone up four
points while that of Mr. Jospin has slipped
by two percentage points.

For the first time since June 1997, when
Mr. Jospin was installed at the Matignon
Palace as France’s Prime Minister, he is
trailing Mr. Chirac in the polls.

However, Mr. Chirac has been able to
draw little consolation from this new
development. “A majority continues to
approve of the Government’s work and the
Cabinet reshuffle went down very well.
This has proved disappointing to the
President who had hoped to draw more
mileage out of the fact that Mr. Jospin had
to bring back supporters of the late
Francoise Mitterrand such as Mr. Jack Lang
who has been given the touchy Education
portfolio or Mr. Laurant Fabius who is now
looking after Finance and Industry,” says a
commentator, Mr. Alain Duhamel.

While the French like Mr. Chirac and
respect his position as the Head of State,
they feel he does not have a vision for the
future the way Mr. Jospin does. The Prime
Minister is seen as a rigorous, clever,
intellectual — somewhat humourless but
what the country needs.

Mr. Chirac is perceived as “Mr. Nice
Guy” — warm-hearted, likeable but lacking
Mr. Jospin’s vision. However, the
President’s popularity with the French
remains the Conservatives’ biggest ace and
most right-wing politicians agree that to
win the municipal elections, they cannot
do without Mr. Chirac on the campaign
trail.

So much depends on the conservatives
winning the municipal elections that Mr.
Chirac is not being coy about calling the
shots. Mr. Seguin is the only serious
contender who can hope to carry off Paris
City Hall, the cherry on the cake, from
under the nose of Mr. Delanoe, that Mr.
Chirac is making no secret of his support
for him.

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Jospin are almost
certain candidates for the next presidential
election scheduled for 2002. The municipal
elections are a sort of dress rehearsal for
what is to follow. They are in any case a
clear indication of which way public
sentiment is going.

Polls indicate that the French are pretty
much fed up of the internecine quarrels of
the French Right. Mr. Chirac has realised
that unless some form of unity can be
imposed upon a bunch of pettily
squabbling parties, the Right will remain
discredited in the eyes of the voters. He
has, therefore, decided to take the initiative
to become the rallying point for the con-
servatives.
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—USA cautious, Israel shrugs off gesture

k4

ASSOCIATED PRESS

VIENNA, Feb. 29. — In an
apparent bid to reduce
Austria’s international

ostracism, Right-wing leader,
Mr Joerg Haider, has resigned
as head of the Freedom Party,
whose participation in govern-
ment unleashed a storm of
international condemnation.

Mr Haider (50), who won
notoriety for his past state-
ments supportive of aspects of
Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime,
made the announcement at a
closed-door meeting of his par-
ty’s national leadership at a
downtown hotel yesterday.

Mr Haider remains Governor
of Carinthia province and
insisted that his decision does
not mean he is retiring from
national politics.

Although Mr Haider holds no
post in the national govern-
ment, his controversial image
and his iron-hand control of the
Freedom Party made him the
most visible member of the
Austrian political establish-
ment, eclipsing his coalition
partners, the Centre-Right

Mr Joerg Haider takes his place at
Monday's meeting of the
Freedom Party. — AP/PTI

Austrian People’s Party of
Chancellor Wolfgang
Schuessel.

“I want to avoid our ministers
having to face the claim that
they must refer every decision
to the shadow chancellor in
Carinthia,” Mr Haider told
reporters. “The Freedom Party
ministers are not puppets.”

ﬁﬂkm
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Haider resigns as
< party leader -

Mr Haider will be succeeded
as party chief by his trusted
lieutenant, Vice-Chancellor
Susanne Riess-Passer (39).

Mr Haider's resignation is not
expected to lessen his influence
on Austria’s ruling coalition or
bring an immediate end to
international diplomatic sanc-
tions imposed when the new
government assumed office.

Israel’s foreign minister, Mr
Davy Levy, said it “does not
change anything for us” since
the Freedom Party remains in
the government. Israel would
not return its ambassador, who
was withdrawn over three
weeks ago, to protest the
Freedom Party sharing power,
he said today.

While calling the resignation
a “step in the right direction”,
Us State Department
spokesman, Mr James Rubin
said, “Our focus is going to be
to what extent the government
will live up to the platform it
set forth, so we'll watch their
behaviour ... And this doesn’t
change our concerns — the
Freedom Party itself is still
part of the government.”



"Haider resignation

fails to pa

Ho
Vijay Dutt
London, March 1

TH EUROPEAN Union mem-
ber countries, including Britain,
refused to end the political
ostracism of Austria despite the
resignation of Joerg Haider from
the leadership of his far right
Freedom Party.

The EU, the US and Israel, all
had frozen political contact with
Austria when Haider's party joined
-the country's coalition last month
in February.

The reason being that in the past
Joerg Haider used to praise
Hitler's immigration and education
policies.

A British Government
spokesperson said that Haider
wishes to be the Chancellor and
that his party still remained
extremist.

It is clear that Haider will remain
intimately involved with the
Freedom Party and continue to
affect its policies.

His successor is Sussane Riess-
Passer, who has been the most
devoted and loyal Vice-chairman
under Haider.

She has acknowledged that she

%lfy EUM

wduld work in close contact with

e will continue to work as a
tedm and operate as a political
partnership. It would not be very
clever of me to do without some-
body with his political experience,
who knows the party so well and
who has been adviser for me in the
past.

Significantly, Riess-Passer has
been snubbed by the EU at all the
meetings she has attended in
Brussels, as one of the ministers of
the Austrian Cabinet.

Portugal, which is currently the
rotating President of the EU, has
bluntly said that sanctions will not
be lifted. ,

The PM said the key question is
not the personality of Haider. It is
the nature of his party.

A few EU member States, and
the US have, however, said that
the resignation by Haider is a step
in the right direction.

But, so far no one has indicated
any move to resume normal rela-
tions with Austria.

Everyone feels that a master of
tactical moves, Haider, has taken a
step backward to move forward to
head Austria, sooner or later.

parn e
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JHAIDERS WALTZ \/

/ 'J\' W\ Austria out of fine with EU W

|
i
\
|
|
!

OERG Hajder, charismatic leader of the far-right Freedom
Party in Aystria, has executed an adroit pas de deux by

| stepping down ¥rom his post, but the move may not be enough

to"end sanctions imposed on Austria by the rest of Europe.
Haider has made waves and jangled European nerves with

| statements that favour Hitler and the Nazis, praising, for

example, the Waffen SS — Hitler’s shock troops — or the

“orderly employment policies” of the Third Reich. Haider does
not deny the influence of his parents who had Nazi back-
grounds, in his early formation, exemplifying the problem of
Austria’s Nazi past which has not been acknowledged and
probed to the extent that Germany’s has been. Haider’s party
polled a record 27 per cent in national elections emerging as a
crucial player in parliament; its participation in the ruling
coalition is what the fuss is about. The Freedom Party’s cur-
rent popularity can be attributed not so much to reawakened
Nazi connections as to resentment at Burgeoning immigration,g
a fallout of the Balkan wars and the collapse of communism.

Haider’s stepping down in response to the storm of protest
against him both inside and outside Austria does not mean
much, as his place will be taken by Susanne Riese-Passer, a
ferocmusly loyal aide known within the Party as “Queen
Cobra”. Knowing that his past pronouncements have delivered
to him the ex-Nazi and anti-immigrant constituencies, he is
now trying to capture the political centre, proclaiming commit-
ment to democracy and human rights. But his political pirou-
ettes and stepping down in favour of his deputy may not cut
much ice with the Europeans, who have not yet forgotten the
destruction wrought by Nazism; Bosnia was a recent reminder
that the ghosts of the past still lurk, and could grow given the
right opportunities. Given the rise of neo-Nazi movements in
many European countries, it is time Europe took a stand. A
canny practitioner of realpolitik, Haider will doubtless try and
capitalise on Austrian resentment of Europeans telling them
what kind of government they should have. The outcome of
this crisis will determine whether old-fashioned nationalism
still rules the roost, or new-fangled supranationalism of the
EU variety is here to stay.

THE STATESHAN
- 6 MAR 2000
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Norwegian PMb}Egsigﬁs/ %

Oslo, March 10 3((\/ W \\\ D)

Progress Party, is ;rl\Xavour of building the gas power
plants now, using available technology. Bondevik's

ORWEGIAN PRIME Minister Kjall Magne
Bondevik submit- :

ted the resignation
of his minority Centrist
Government today, after
it became clear he would
lose a parliamentary
showdown with the oppo-
sition over a proposal to
build gas power plants in
the country.

Bondevik said he would
go to King Harold today
to announce that his
three-party coalition no
longer has enough politi-

cal support in the
Parliament to remain in
power.

The leader of the main
opposition the Labour
Party, Jens Stoltenberg,
was widely expected to be

asked by Parliament president Kirsti Kolle Groendahl

three-party coalition is opposed on environmental

Lanka talks unaffected

THE RESIGNATION of the Norwegian Government
headed by Mr. Kgell Magne Bondevik, is not expected
to de-rail the on-gaoing Norwegian bid to facilitate tatks
between the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE to
solve the island's ethnic problem, analysts said.

"It is a set back only to the extent that the new
facilitator will have to start from scratch in terms of
building up personal rapport with the Sri Lankan
Government officials and the LTTE. At any rate, the
discussions were at a very early stage and so there is
not much distance to be covered,” said Dr. Jehan
Perera of the National Peace Council.

“The Government's going is not a setback because
any Norway would like to help solve the Lankan
problem. As Norway is trying to get a seat in the UN
Council on the strength of its work as an interna-
tional peace maker, its participation in Sri Lankan
wil] continue.” HTC, Colombo

agrée to the building of the

grounds.
Bondevik's  minority
coalition  government,

which commanded only
25 per cent of the seats in
Parliament, put its rule on
the line by calling for a
vote of confidence it was
almost certain to lose.
The dispute turned on
the Opposition's demand
that Norway's emission
laws be relaxed to allow
carbon dioxide pollution
from the gas plants.
Bondevik had stated
that he would resign
rather than weaken the
emission laws, because to
do so would lead to the
Parliament being able to
force the government to
plants against its will.

to form a new government. A new election is not
required, according to Norwegian law.

A majority in the Storting, or Parliament, comprising
the Labour Party, the Liberals and the right-wing

Stoltenberg is likely to spend several days trying to
put together a minority government. But analysists
say that he is likely to shift policy only marginally
leftwards from Bondevik’s coalition. (Agenciy/
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By Vaiji§ Naravane

PARIS, MARCH. 13. Thirteen seems
to be the Spanish Prime Minister,
Mr. Jose Maria Aznar's lucky
number. The crowds that gath-
ered at the Madrid headquarters
of his Partido Popolar at No 13,
Calle Genova on Sunday night
were jubilant. The party with 183
seats out of 350 had won an abso-
lute majority in the Spanish Par-
liament and Mr. Aznar was
undoubtedly the hero of the day.

The results, which were an-
nounced late on Sunday after the
Jast polling booths were closed,
gave Mr. Aznar's Popular Party
over 44 per cent of the vote, in-
creasing its seat tally over the
1996 elections from 156 to 183.
The Socialist and United Left coa-
lition came in second.

The Socialist Party slumped
from 141 to 125 seats while the EU
or United Left party was the big-
gest loser, going from 21 to only
eight seats.

Mr. Aznar will no longer need
the support of the Catalan nation-
alist Convergence and Unijon par-
ty. Kingmaker Jordi Pujol, who
runs Catalonia like his personal
fiefdom, has been emerged signif-
icantly weakened as a result.
These elections have proved to be
a vindication of the liberal reform
policies pursued by the Aznar
Government.

Spain is one of the fastest grow-
ing economies in Europe and the
Government with its Latin Liber-
alism has brought down the un-
employment rate from 23 to 15
per cent.

Mr. Aznar, who will no longer
require the support of either the
CiU or the Basque conservative
and nationalist PNV party will
now be able to take a tougher
stand on Basque terrorism.

with wife, Ms. Ana Botella at
his side, Mr. Aznar appeared at an

majori

upper floor window to thank the
crowds for their generous sup-
port.

In a voice hoarse from cam-
paigning, he said: “Spanish voters
have been very generous to us.
But we will return that generosity
with our work.” The Spanish
Prime Minister’s first speech was
carefully conciliatory, calling for
collaboration and dialogue as well
as respect for those who had vot-
ed differently.

The Socialist Party candidate,
Mr. Joaquin Almunia immediate-
ly conceded defeat and resigned
as head of the party. “I congrat-
ulate the winning party. [ ac-
knowledge their triumph,” he
said. Despite fears that the Bas-
que separatist organisation ETA
would attempt to further disrupt
the campaign with terrorist acts,
the last few days of the campaign
passed off without incident.

A bomb blast in the Basque
town of San Sebastian a week ago
injured seven persons.

Mr. Javier Arenas, the Popylar
Party General secretary, said, “We
will now be able to complete th
process we began four years ago.”
The extent of the PP's victory
caught everyone by surprise. But
PP officials now say they were
sure they would win hands down.
In fact, last week in Madrid, Mr.
Alessandro Agad, one of the par-
ty’s spokesmen told The Hindu:
“Tt brings bad luck to mention
numbers so 1 won't say how
many. But we are sure of winning .,
a big, big victory. Our priorities
will be the creation of another 1.4
million jobs and the fight against
terrorism. We would like to re-
solve the Basque question. Tax re-
form and other structural reforms
are also high on our agenda. We
will put an end to conscription by
the end of next year and we will
take a closer look at pensions and
health insurance.”
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__Tfimble softens stand
% on disarmament 19"

WASHINGTON, MARCH. 18. Mr. David
Trimble, the Ulster Unionist Par-
ty (UUP) leader, said on Friday
that he would be willing to re-
enter government with Sinn Fein
without prior IRA decommis-
sioning. Jufl (;?

His words, a further diluti
his “no guns, no government”
stance, could strengthen
hand of those planning to ch
lenge his leadership at the U
annual general meeting next
week. At a press conference in
Washington, Mr. Trimble said: “I
am prepared to look at it again.
But I've got to have a very clear
answer for people who say ‘It
didn’t work last time, why is it
going to work this time?

“I have made it clear that we
are prepared to be involved in a
fresh sequence which will prob-
ably not involve arms up front
but it has to involve the issue be-
ing dealt with, it has to involve
the matter working.”

However, the Lagan Valley Ul-
ster Unionist M.P., Mr. Jeffrey

Donaldson, who is opposed to
the Belfast Agreement, said he
believed Mr. Trimble’s offer to go
back into the executive with Sinn
Fein would be rejected. “People
would find it difficult to under-
stand why we would set up the
institutions again without de-
commissioning first taking place.
I don’t think that’s a prospect the
Ulster Unionist Party would be
willing to embrace.”

Mr. Jonathan Bell, a vociferous
critic of Mr. Trimble and a coun-
cillor in his Upper Bann constitu-
ency, announced his resignation
from the party alleging its lead-
ers were “seeking to engineer the
return of Sinn Fein/IRA” to a
power-sharing executive.

The U.S. President, Mr. Clinton
said in a St. Patrick’s Day speech
to the annual America Ireland
Fund dinner at the White House
that he was “burdened by the
fact that I have not found an an-
swer to the present stalemate”.
— ®©Telegraph Group Limited,
London, 2000.

—
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The massive mandate
given to the Popwar
Party and its leader,\Mr.
Jose Maria Aznar, by the
Spanish electorate is a
vindication of the policies
he has pursued, writes
VAIJU NARAVANE.

HE MASSIVE mandate given to

the Popular Party and its lead-

er, Mr. Jose Maria Aznar, by the

Spanish electorate last Sunday
is a vindication of the policies he has
pursued during the past four years. Mr.
Aznar’s ‘“Latin liberalism” has led to
the creation of some 1.8 million jobs
while the economy has grown at a sus-
tained 4 per cent per annum.

With an absolute majority in Parlia-
ment — 183 out of 350 seats — the PP
can govern alone and no longer has to
rely on the support (with strings at-
tached) of the nationalists, whether
Basque or, more importantly, Catalan.

Mr. Aznar has presided over a spec-
tacular transformation in the Spanish
economy and has cajoled the unions
into opening up the labour market. He
has pushed ahead with privatisations
begun under the socialist rule of Mr.
Felipe Gonzales and slashed unem-
ployment rates from 23 to 15 per cent.
Now Mr. Aznar has promised his coun-
trymen “more of the same.” That
would mean more privatisations, more
divestment and negotiated retrench-
ment in the public sector, and, last but
not the least, a continued hard line on
the question of Basque terrorism.

“Mr. Aznar is likely to find it easier to
deal with the separatist problem as a
result of this mandate. But then again,
he may not. It will depend on how he
decides to handle the situation. And so
far Mr. Aznar has indulged in too much
hard talk and too little flexibility,” says
Ms. Carmen Gurruchaga, who writes
on Basque affairs for the prestigious
Madrid daily EI Pais. She feels that now
is the time for genuine negotiations.

Mr, Aznar has had a stormy relation-
ship with one of his former coalition
partners, the conservative Basque PNV,
whose demands fall just short of inde-
pendence. The PNV is the oldest Bas-
que political formation. The ambition
of political independence was first for-
mulated by Sabino de Arana Goiri with
the founding of the Partido Nacional-
ista Vasco in 1894. The advent of the
Republic in 1930 further fanned the
flames of Basque nationalism and saw
the emergence of a host of other na-
tionalist groupings.

The terrorist organisation ETA (Eu-
zkadi Ta Askatusuna or the Basque
Homeland and Freedom Movement)
was born in 1959 and has since waged a
relentless terror campaign against the
Spanish State. The ETA’s political wing,
the Herri Batasuna or HB party, and its

Aznar affirmed

Spain’s Prime Minister, Mr. Jose Maria Aznar... in the driver’s seat.

sister organisation known as the EH
had called upon their supporters to ab-
stain from the March 12 vote. The re-
sult has been a strengthening of the
PNV, which is not pressing for total in-
dependence but would be happy with a
high degree of autonomy.

“Mr. Aznar is going to find it difficult
to resolve the Basque question. The
PNV leadership might feel miffed at the
fact that it has now been cut off from
power at the central level and might
re-think its attitude towards the more
radical nationalist parties. The Prime
Minister will have to tread carefully. He
cannot afford to become self-confi-
dent. It is true that everyone is tired of
terrorism and the radical separatists
have lost a lot of their support. But the
Basques will not be happy to see con-
trol going back into the hands of the
Castilians again,” says Mr. Javier Elzo,
sociologist. He does not rule out an alli-
ance of interest between Mr. Jordi Pu-
jol, leader of Catalonia’s nationalist
Convergencial i Union (CiU) party and
the PNV leadership.

Catalonia versus the rest of Spain.
This perennial fixture seems to have
been wiped off Spain’s political calen-
dar. “For the last two legislatures, first

under Felipe Gonzalez and then under
Aznar, Jordi Pujol has extracted every
advantage he could get for his region.
Now Mr. Pujol is going to be in a dis-
tinctly uncomfortable position. He
took it for granted that the PP would
have to form a coalition. Throughout
the campaign, he made uncompromis-
ing statements, putting a price tag on
his support. He angered both the So-
cialists and the Popular Party. Mr. Az-
nar will in all likelihood freeze him
out,” says writer and political com-
mentator Mr. Herman Tertch.

But, he cannot be ruled out easily.
“To say that Pujol is finished would be
to make a grave mistake. The political
landscape is going to be very different
in four years’ time. Firstly, Aznar, who
has been careful and guarded so far is
bound to make mistakes. The Socialists
are biding their time. They did not ex-
pect to win the elections this time and
their candidate, Joaquin Almunia, was
a sacrificial lamb. The Socialists have
their eye on the elections of 2004, for
which they will begin grooming Javier
Solana. In the meantime, the PNV, the
Socialists and the CiU will make a for-
midable opposition alliance. The fun is
only just beginning,” says Mr. Elzo.
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ARA resumes
punishment

v attacks
CHR;OPHERM%KE 07 /

THE TIMES, LONDON

BELFAST, March 1&—— The Irish Republica has started
meting out savage punishment attacks again, with seven shoot-
ings, attempted shootings or beatings in different areas of
Northern Ireland within the past week.

The resumption of such attacks after a gap of six months is
claimed by Republican and security sources to be the result of
deep cracks now appearing in IRA solidarity.

Among the victims was a 16-year-old Roman Catholic boy in the
staunchly Republican Ardoyne district of North Belfast who was
taken to hospital after being attacked in daylight by at least three
IRA men wielding iron bars. The new spate of violence began in
the same area on 10 March when a 30-year-old man was shot in
both legs in the car park of a pub called The Jamaica Inn. One
source familiar with the attack said that an artery was severed
and that the victim was still seriously ill in hospital.

Another Catholic victim of the IRA punishment squads was
Mark Kelly (24), who was kidnapped from near his girlfriend’s
home and later dumped in South Armagh, near the Irish border,
with bullet wounds to the ankles, hands and an elbow. His only
“crime”, according to a source, was his relationship with the
daughter of a senior Sinn Fein official. A day after Mr Kelly’s kid-
napping, a 20-year-old man was shot in the leg in the nationalist
town of Strabane in Co Tyrone, the location of the last IRA pun-
ishment shooting in October before the leadership ordered a halt.

On 13 March there were three IRA attacks. In the Republican
Creggan district of Londonderry a man was dragged from his car
at gunpoint and beaten mercilessly with pick axe handles.

On the same day, in the nationalist Ballymurphy district of
Belfast, an 18-year old Catholic told relatives that as he lay beat-
en on the ground ready to be shot by an IRA squad, the 9 mm pis-
tol aimed at him jammed. Another member of the squad showed
the would-be gunman how to clear the barrel, but as he then tried
to shoot the victim in the hip the pistol jammed again and the
gang made off. Also on 13 March, a 20-year-old man was shot in
the ankle on the Republican area of Poleglass in West Belfast.

A Catholic community worker in West Belfast said: “To all
extents and purposes the IRA is now back on the beat. You can
expect a spate of knee-cappings during the next few weeks.”

Security sources noted that, in the past, one of the traditional
ways of assuaging hardline military elements within the IRA has
been to allow them to increase punishment attacks and threats. .
There has recently been mounting grassroots disagreement with
the continuing ceasefire.
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o0 sign of IRA

disarming: report
Lomox‘k \} By Thomas Abraham VvV

1. The Canadian General John De Chastelain} chairing an
international commission set up to oversee the disarmament of para-
military weapons in Northern Ireland, delivered his report tb the British
and Irish Governments shortly after yesterday’s midnight feadline.

The report is believed to show little or no progress by the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) on disarming its weapons. This does not bode
well for the province’s two month-old power-sharing Government. The
British Minister for Northern Ireland, Mr. Peter Mandelson and the
Irish Foreign Minister, Mr. Brian Cowen, are scheduled to meet in
Dublin today to discuss the report. The First Minister and leader of the
Protestant Ulster Unionist party, Mr. David Trimble, had warned earli-
er that he would resign his post if the IRA did not begin disarming by
January 31. The Ulster Unionists had, in fact, voted to allow Mr. Trim-
ble to participate in a government with Sinn Fein, the political wing of
the IRA, on this condition.

The IRA has nominated two representatives to the decommissioning
commission. But Gen. De Chastelain’s interim report is believed to
have submitted that no weapon has been handed over or destroyed so
far, nor has a timetable been agreed upon. The Northern Ireland peace
agreement gives the various paramilitary groups until the end of May to
decommission. But the Ulster Unionists had asked for a commitment
that the [RA will disarm and set a February deadline for the paramilitary
group to begin handing over weapons. If Mr. Trimble decides to go
through with his resignation threat, the carefully balanced formula to
share power between Northern Ireland’s Protestant majority and the
Catholic minority will come to nought.

The row over when the IRA will decommission has stymied the im-
plementation of the peace accord. The Good Friday agreement, which
was signed a year and a half ago, specifies that all paramilitary orga-
nisations should lay down their weapons by the end of May 2000. But
the IRA and the Protestant paramilitary organisations are not signato-
ries to this agreement endorsed by the major political paries. The
closest the IRA has come to saying that it will disarm came in a public
statment last November, when it mentioned that “‘full implementa-
tion” of the peace agreement will lead to a lasting peace. Full imple-
mentation includes the laying down of weapons. The IRA has given
similar indirect assurances to the British and Irish Governments and
the Ulster Unionists that it supported the peace agreement and the
disarmament provision.

Irish commentators report that there is opposition within the IRA to
decommissioning so soon. Mr. Gerry Adams and Mr. Martin McGui-
ness, the two Sinn Fein leaders, have been instrumental in bringing the
IRA around to the idea of ending its its armed struggle but clearly there

is still reluctance within the organisation’s rank and file on early dis-
armament.
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Europe threatens to_ to
“Asolate Austria ¥

y Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, FEB. 1. Fourteen mem-
ber countries of the European
Union have unanimously warned
the 15th member, Austria, of risk-
ing isolation if the far right Free-
dom Party led by the maverick
Mr. Joerg Haider was made part of
the proposed new coalition Gov-
emment in that country. The
countries also threatened to cut
off bilateral meetings with Aus-
trian Ministers.

Mr. Haider, the enfant terrible
of the European politics, is also a
populist with xenophobic and an-
ti-European ideas. The Freedom
Party advocates sending out for-
eigners from Austria and propos-
es to ruthlessly clamp down on
workers from Turkey and the Bal-
kan countries.

Despite much liberal and hu-
man rights rhetoric, the anti-im-
migrant sentiment in the E.U. in
general and Austria in particular,
is high owing to the high unem-
ployment rate. Current estimates
of the jobless indicate that nearly
11 per cent of the E.U. workforce
remain unemployed and are liv-
ing off social security hand-outs
from the generous welfare sys-
tem.

Mr. Haider has dexterously ma-
nipulated popular feeling against
the two established political par-
ties in Austria which have ruled
the country for decades. Till the

Austrian politicians are in a
quandary and are engaged in des-
perate negotiations to find a way
to keep Mr. Haider and his party
out of Government. The current
arithmetic in the Austrian Parlia-
ment makes such prespects re-
mote and the alterpdtive is for the

President to order fresh elections.
But, the latest opinion polls sug-
gest that the Freedom Party
would be returned with an even
larger number of seats.

The move by the two rightist or-
ganisations, the Freedom Party
and People’s Party, to form a coa-
lition government has triggered
much consternation in major E.U.
capitals.

Mr. Haider says he is not a rac-
ist or anti-European and that he is
being misunderstood but such
protestations lack credibility. Mr.
Haider's admirers say that the
man is a strict disciplinarian com-
mitted to a sound programme of
economic reforms based on bud-
get rigour and long overdue re-
form of Austria’s inefficient
pension and welfare system. On
the broad economic front, the
Freedom Party has a commonal-
ity of purpose with the People’s
Party. The Social Democrats have
not only lost the negotiating edge
but have been rated as unpopular
because of their poor perform-
ance record.

A more pragmatic perception
in the E.U. capitals is that isolat-
ing Austria may boost Mr. Haid-
er’s popularity. It remains to be
seen how the crisis can be resolv-
ed as E.U. Governments have
vowed to cold shoulder any Aus-
trian Government that includes
the Freedom Party. .

Mr. Schuessel, leader of the
People’s Party, said: ‘‘Austria does
not need a lesson in democracy.
We are not a developing country
as far as human rights are con-
cerned” adding a Government
with or without the Freedom Par-
ty may be formed soon.
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By Thomas Abraham

LONDON, FEB. 4. The British Gov-
ernment has given the Irish Re-
publican Army (IRA) another
week to make a start on the de-
commissioning of their weapons.
But at the same time, it set in mo-
tion legislation to suspend North-
em Ireland’s fledgling
power-sharing executive.

After a day of frantic negotia-
tions to avert a return te direct
rule, the Northern Ireland Secre-
tary, Mr. Peter Mandelson, told
Parliament that there had not yet
been any decommissioning by

ny of the major paramilitary
roups. He said the emergency
egislation to suspend the North-
ern Ireland Assembly and execu-
tive would be published on Friday
but passed only next week, if the
present “unsatisfactory state of
affairs” did not change.

Mr. Mandelson said the IRA's
refusal to make more progress on
decommissioning was ‘‘totally
unacceptable” but added that it
was still possible to rescue the sit-
uation. “Even at this late stage 1
believe it remains possible to re-
build confidence... and to ensure
that decommissioning starts,” he
said.

Mr. Mandelson’s statement on
Thursday came ahead of a late
night mini-summit between the
British and Irish Prime Ministers,
who reiterated the message that
not enough progress had been
made by the IRA towards disar-
mament. Mr. Mandelson told
Parliament that the coming week
would see more intense negotia-
tions to break the deadlock. “We
shall redouble our efforts with the
Irish Government and the main
parties to resolve the present dif-
ficulties,” he said.

Mr. Mandelson, while acknowl-
edging the failure to achieve de-
commissioning, said the report
from Gen. John de Chastelain,
head of the international com-
mission on decommssioning,
confirmed that all the main para-
military groups were holding to
their ceasefires. “The ceasefires
remain in place. The silence of the
guns and the unequivocal sup-
port of the IRA and other paramil-
itary groups played a vital part in

: s
IRA given another week

Children from across the religious divide place candles at the
entrance to Parliament building, Stormont, in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, on Thursday. The children came from various parts of
Northern Ireland to hold a peace vigil in support of the peace
process which is in deep crisis. — AP

recent political advances,” he
said. He also welcomed a recent
IRA statement that it supported
the peace process. But he added,
“..in the case of the IRA it has to
be clear that decommissioning
has to happen.” He appealed to
the paramilitary organisations to
“heed the call of the people and
and to get cracking and to enable
self-government in Northern Ire-
land to flourish once and for all.”

Sinn Fein reacted angrily to the

THE HINDU
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prospect of a suspension of the
Assembly and re-imposition of di-
rect rule from London. Mr. Gerry
Kelly, a senior Sinn Fein member,
said a suspension would be ‘“‘the
worst possible scenario.”

He pointed out that “for five
years we have had the silence of
the guns” and said the Protestant
Ulster Unionists, in demanding
the suspension of the Assembly
were trying to “cut their nose to
spite their face.”




VIENNA, FEB. 4. Fok}t((?en mpmbe

countries of the European Union
will impose a freeze on bilateral
political relations with Austria
from Friday in protest against the
inclusion of the right wing Free-
dom Party in the new coalition
Government that assumed power
in Vienna on Thursday.

The Prime Minister of Portliga
Mr. Antonio Guterres, whos
country holds the rotating presi
dency of the E.U., said in Lisbo
today that Austria’s E.U. partner:
had no option but to carry ou
their threat to impose sanctions.
““As from tomorrow, the measures
agreed by the 14 countries wi
take effect,” Mr. Guterres said.
“As long as this situation remains,
we shall maintain this stance.”
The E.U. members had agreed on
Monday to freeze bilateral ties,
limit diplomatic contacts to a
“technical level” and not back
any Austrian candidacy for inter-
national organisations if the Free-

dom Party _entered Govern-
ment. /Tbe'éman Government

Protesters against the new coalition Government in Austria
try to get through barriers set up by police in front of the

said it would freeze bilateral rela-
tions with Austria. The deputy
Government spokesperson, Ms
Charima Reinhardt, said Germa-
ny would apply the decisions of

Presidential Palace in Vienna on Thursday. — AP

the E.U. in this respect. The new
coalition Government in Austria
was sworn in by the President,
Mr. Thomas Klestil, in Vienna
during the day. In a brief ceremo-

slaps sanctions on Vienna

ny, members of the new Cabinet
— five from Mr. joerg Haider's
Freedom Party and five from the
conservative People’s Party —
swore oaths of office.

Heading the new Government
as Chancellor is Mr. Wolfgang
Schuessel, head of the People's
Party.

The Freedom Party member,
Ms Suzanne Riess-Passer is Vice-
Chancellor and the Ministries of
Finance, Social Affairs, Defence,
Infrastructure and Justice are also
held by Mr. Haider's Freedom
Party.

Thousands of people demon-
strated against the new Govern-
ment outside the presidential
palace. Some of the protestors
clashed with the police.

Even before the swearing-in, Is-
rael withdrew its ambassador,
making good its threat to suspend
relations if new Government in-
cluded the Freedom Party. Israel
has also banned Mr. Haider from
visiting the country. — AP, AFP,
Reuters
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Threat of Belfast Cabinet losing [ke\/we increases

TRAT

GV A,

Belfast, Feb. 5 (AP) TheIrish Re
publican Army, sounding defiant
at a critical moment for Northern
Ireland’s peace process, warned
today it would not start to disarm
in response to Protestant or
British government demands.

While insisting that the argu-
ments over when, if ever, the IRA
should disarm “can be resolved”,
it stressed: “This will not be on
British or unionist terms nor will
it be advanced by British legisla-
tive threats”.

That would appear to rule out
even a token act of disarmament
before Friday, when the British
government has pledged to with-
draw powers from the 12-member
Cabinet in Belfast.

In a statement to Ireland’s
state broadcasters RTE, the out-

rej jects disarm terms

lawed IRA em) h]lszdlts willing-

ness to “suppqrt efforts to securz

dumps in cooperation with a dis-
armament commission, as the
Good Friday peace accord of 1998
envisaged.

The British government has
planned to withdraw powers from
Northern Ireland’s 8-week-old
power-sharing administration —
which includes the IRA-linked
Sinn Fein party — unless the IRA
makes clear it will disarm.

The major Protestant party,
the Ulster Unionists, has vowed to
resign from the Cabinet, forcing
its collapse, unless powers are
withdrawn in protest at the IRA’s

refusal. In its statement the [RA
sternly disputed others’ expecta-
tions that its members should
have begun identifying its hidden
arms dumps by now.

“The IRA has never entered
into any agreement, undertaking
or understanding at any time with
any one on any aspect of decom-
missioning. We have not broken
our commitment or betrayed any-
one,” the statement said.

The British and Irish govern-
ments have been pressing Sinn
Fein leaders in public — and IRA
figures in private — to clearly
state its intention to disarm.

Today’s statement fell short of
that demand, seeking to sound
positive while offering no con-
crete assurances, much like its
previous statement on Tuesday.

Both stressed the value of the

group’s 1997 ceasefire.
“Those who have once again
made the political process

conditional on the decommission-
ing of silent IRA arms are
responsible for creating the cur-
rent difficulties and keeping the
political process in a state of per-
petual crisis,” said the statement,
which concluded: “The peace
process is under no threat from
the IRA.”

Earlier, The Guardian report-
ed today that Britain's secretary
to Northern Ireland Peter Mandel-
son had launched a dramatic at-
tempt to rescue the peace process
yesterday, by reassuring the IRA
that it would not have to disarm
by next week to prevent the re-im-
position of direct rule.
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9. rBack to square

one

FACING OFF AGAIN: The Uister Unionists lead by Mr, David Trimbie (second from left) and the Sinn Fein headed by Mr. Gerry
Adams and Mr. Martin McGuinness.

Just two months after Northern Ireland’s Protestants and
Catholics sat together for the first time in a Government, it
has been placed under suspension. THOMAS ABRAHAM
traces the events.

UST TWO months ago, with much

fanfare Northern Ireland’s protestants

and catholics sat together for the first

time in a power-sharing Government.

That Government was intended to mark

the end of a bitter period in Irish history
and to open the way to a new Northern
Ireland in which the protestant majority and
the catholic minority would live together in
equality and dignity. But so deep-rooted are
the suspicions and animosities that have
fuelled this decades-long conflict, that the
Government has already ground to a halt
and been placed under suspension by the
British Government.

The cause for this latest crisis is not new
— it has plagued the peace process from the
time it began more than five years ago. The
central issue which has troubled the
protestant parties in Northern Ireland has
been whether the Irish Republican Army will
end its armed struggle to reunify Northern
Ireland and Ireland and lay down its
weapons. The main protestant party, the

[ Ulster Unionists, only agreed after a

protracted internal debate last year to sit in
a government with Sinn Fein, the IRA’s
political wing, if the IRA took the first steps
towards decommissioning its weapons by
February. This has not happened and so the
Ulster Unionist leader, Mr. David Trimble,
was preparing to resign and take his party
out of Government.

Sinn Fein has pointed out that the peace
agreement only specifies a deadline of
March 22 for weapons to be handed over
and has said that there was no need for the
Ulster Unionists to set an arbitrary deadline
of February 1. Legally, Sinn Fein and the
[RA are right: there is no requirement to
decommission before March. But the spirit
of the peace agreement would appear to

require-fthe IRA to make at least a token
gestdre towards disarmament and calm

fears among protestants who are sceptical
about its intentions.

Part of the problem over arms
decommissioning flows from the ambiguity
of the Northern Ireland peace agreement.
Neither the IRA nor any of the other
paramilitary organisations were signatories
to the agreement, nor where they directly
involved in the negotiations. The IRA and
similar groups were represented by political
parties close to them. It was these parties
which signed the agreement and pledged to
use whatever influence they had on the
armed groups to disarm. There is thus no
legal obligation on the IRA or any of the
other armed groups to lay down their
weapons. The IRA for its part has never
explicitly stated that it was going to lay
down arms. But through its actions, it has
indicated that it supports the peace
agreement. It has maintained a ceasefire for
five years, and recently it sent two senior
figures to liaise with a body that is to decide
the timetable and modality for
disarmament. But these gestures alone have
not been enough to calm the suspicions of
the Unionists, who have insisted on a
verifiable start to disarmament.

The two Sinn Fein leaders, Mr. Gerry
Adams and Mr. Martin McGuinness, both
former IRA commanders and influential
members of the republican movement, have
been instrumental in persuading the IRA to
put aside its armed struggle, and use
democratic methods instead to achieve its
political aim of reunifying Ireland. The IRA
has backed this line, but there are
undoubtedly elements within the movement
who are unhappy at surrendering their
weapons. Hence the reluctance to start
disarmament. Many in the IRA argue that
they have effectively laid down their
weapons by maintaining a ceasefire and do
not see the need for any further action
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- that a more equal society is created before>

immediately. The IRA, and the republican .
movement in general, would argue that they
want to see how the peace agreement is &
implemented before taking any precipitate
steps towards disarmament. For Northern
Ireland’s catholics, the most important par
of the agreement are the provisions
guaranteeing them equality with the
protestant majority. The IRA and Sinn Feing
appear to feel that it is important to ensureg

giving up their weapons. A deeper, though ¢
unstated, reason for the IRA’s reluctance tg
hand over its weapons is that once it
disarms it no longer has a reason for
existence. An armed organisation cannot
exist without weapons. Once the IRA :
disarms, it will in effect have to disband angg
end its 80-year-long existence. This is a
difficult step for any organisation to take.

The impasse over weapons handover is
reflection of the suspicions that persist in
Northern Ireland despite the peace
agreement. The Ulster Unionists and other g
protestants are convinced that the IRA will g
never give up its weapons, while the IRA  §
and Sinn Fein see the insistence on
disarmament as an excuse by the
protestants not to share power with them.

ey

It is not clear what strategy the British
and the Irish Governments intend to adopt
to get over this impasse. The suspension of_
the Northern Ireland Assembly suits the
Ulster Unionists but has caused dismay in ,,
Sinn Fein, who argue rightly that they have,,
scrupulously followed their obligations
under the peace agreement and see no
reason for the suspension. Sinn Fein has
argued that this suspension will make it
more difficult than ever to get the IRA to lafy
down arms. “‘In my view the whole issue of;:
arms can be satisfactorily resolved and I am,
committed to resolving it. But proving that
politics does not work is not the way to i,
persuade armed groups,” Mr. Adams wrote -,
recently. The general consensus appears to .
be that the IRA must in some way be "
persuaded at least to agree on a timetable
for disarmament before any further progress
is made. But whether this is possible, and if..
so how it is to be achieved, no one seems to.
know.



A CHALLENGE IN EUROPE

AERE MAY BE lessons for this country from
the manner in which Europe is tackling a
marked resurgence of fascism. In a surprisingly
strong reaction to the emergence of a self-pro-
claimed neo-Nazi rightist group as partner in a
ruling alliance in Austria, the European Union
has slapped sanctions on the member-country,
and threatened political and economic isola-
tion. It is the first major challenge to the very
relevance of the European Union beyond the
irritant of Mr. Slobodan Milosevic and his eth-
nic cleansing. After going to war and pressing
into service the awesome fire power of the At-
lantic alliance in Kosovo, this was a logical step,
even though the stridency of the comments of
the E.U. leaders must take one by surprise. The
anti-immigrant, pro-Nazi Freedom Party of Mr.
Jorg Haider “is inspired by an ideology opposed
to the humanistic values and respect for human
dignity on which the European Union was
founded,” said the French President, Mr. Jac-
ques Chirac, ahead of the talks that led to the
party entering the government in Vienna. “This
is about Europe and its value,” commented a
spokesman for Mr. Gerhard Shroeder, Chancel-
lor of Germany, which has also witnessed a dis-
turbing rise of neo-Nazism. The reaction in
other European capitals was equally blunt and
revealed a determination to ensure that history
does not repeat itself.

Adolf Hitler’s ghost after all still stalks the
continent after he inflicted the heaviest damage
in human history more than half a century ago.
The Freedom Party’s entry into the Austrian
government ending 30 years of rule by Social
Democrats came ironically during a week that
saw the commemoration in Stockholm of the
liberation of the notorious Nazi death camp at
Auschwitz, Poland, by the Soviet Red Army in

1945, signalling the closure of the darkest chap-

T
ter of European history. During commemora-

tions five years ago to mark 50 years of the end
of Hitler's war, one speaker recalled that re-
membrance was not just an act of piety but a
commitment to alertness against relapse into
barbarity. Europe’s present leaders gathered
under the banner of the E.U. may just be dis-
playing that alertness. The contrast needs to be
repeatedly stressed if history is not to be repeat-
ed: the reaction is a stark contrast to the “peace
in our time” capitulation to Hitler by Britain’s
Neville Chamberlain, who proclaimed his pac-
ifism and hailed the agreement he had reached
with Germany to prevent war. Two months af-
ter that Munich accord, Hitler’s hooligans
torched Jewish synagogues and deported
30,000 Jews to concentration camps. Exactly a
year later, in September 1939, German troops
marched into Poland and launched that terrible

conflagration. .o\

As it takes the suspected fascist threa{ head
on, rejecting suggestions that it give the\Aus-
trian coalition time to make course corrections
where needed, the European Union is entering
uncharted territory. The treaties which estab-
lished the union state that it was being founded
on liberty, democracy and respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, any mem-
ber-nation transgressing these being liable to
suspension. The fundamental objective was to
prevent another war. The blunt interference in
the internal affairs of a member-nation is a rad-
ical departure, which can pose an existentialist
threat to the union. By deciding that there is a
far greater danger in allowing fascist tendencies
to go unchallenged, the leaders are displaying a
hearty commitment to a Europe free of the eth-
nic hatred and prejudice that turned the last
century into the bloodiest in its history.
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Vienna, February 6 \" 1t
AUSTRIAN RIOT police stopped
hundreds of demonstrators from
marching on the headquarters of
the far-right Freedom Party
| overnight, after sometimes violent

protests against the party’s inclu-
sion in a new coalition govern-
ment.

Police barred hundreds of pro-
testers from the pedestrian road
leading to the party building in the
centre of town after minor scuffies.
Police armoured cars and water
canons were on stand-by.

Yesterday, the second day of
protests, a group of marchers
hurled eggs and bottles at police
protecting the Vienna headquar-

ters Austna s Conservative
Peopic's Party, coalition partners
of the Freedom Party. Their brief
attack contrasted witth the attitude
of the main body of some 2,000
protesters, who gathizred peaceful-
ly in the city to show their disap-
proval of Austria’s r1iew conserva-
tive and far-right gov ernment.

In the violence during the
protests on Friday, 43 police offi-
cers and 13 protesters were hurt.
Most of the protesters were young
left-wingers as well as shouting slo-

gans condemning Joerg Haider’s
Fredom Party, which won govern-
ment posts for the first time on
Friday, the crowds attacked pri-
mumnm” ion and demandled “jobs for

ﬁtl Haider Vgrotests in ylenna comfinue

LISBON: The European Union

ill maintain all its sanctions
against the new government in
Vienna despite pleas from the
Austrian President, Portuguese
Prime Minister Antonio Guterres
has said. “I informed bim of the
measures that the 14 members
(EU partners of Austria) are going
to apply,” said Guterres, whose
country currently holds the EU’s
rotating presidency.

EU leaders agreed to sever all
official bilateral contacts, withdraw
support for Austrian candidates to
posts in international bodies, and
receive ambassadors only at a tech-
nical level should the Austrian far-
right enter government.

(AFP)
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e \\/ Austrla Uber Alles

Th swearing-in of a new conservative-far right coalition gover ment
in Austria has predictably set a cat of a different colour amon) the
pigeons of the western democratic world. The reactions, particularly of
Israel, the European Union and the United States, were only to be
expected. They had warned of a hard line, including sanctions, if the
Freedom Party of Mr Joerg Haider, which emerged as the second largest
in the October elections, joined the government. In their view, Mr
Haider is politically untouchable because of his praise for Hitler’s “or-
derly employment policies” and description of Nazi concentration
camps as “punishment camps”. After his party’s unexpected showing in
the elections, Mr Haider has apologised for his offensive remarks and
committed himself to a programme of reform. But there are no takers
among those leading the campaign against him, with Israel in the fore-
front. Tel Aviv, which had threatened to sever diplomatic ties if Mr
Haider’s party joined the government, has confirmed that its ambas-
sador will be withdrawn. The US has not recalled its envoy but sum-
moned him to Washington for “consultations”. The EU has imposed
sanctions, which means its 14 members will freeze bilateral ties, limit
diplomatic contacts to a “technical level” and oppose the candidature of
Austrians for international organisations. Thus begins the making of a
pariah in the heart of Fortress Europe, ostensibly because Mr Haider is a
racist and his Freedom Party avowedly anti-immigrant.

Odious though Mr Haider’s pronouncements undoubtedly have been,
a closer look at the reaction his entry into government has provoked re-
veals a certain degree of duplicitousness on the part of his critics. The
government is led by Chancellor Wolfgang Schluessel of the conserva-
tive People’s Party. Mr Haider’s outfit is a junior partner. The Austrian
president had no choice but to allow the formation of this ministry to
avoid another election in which Mr Haider’s party might have received
even more votes. Secondly, the agenda of the Freedom Party has forced
the socialists and the conservatives to re-examine their own attitudes to-
wards immigrants. Parties in Europe which do not sport a far-right label
are often no less anti-immigrant and racist in their choice of policies. Un-
til recently, citizenship in Germany was only for those of German blood
and the Turkish immigrants who hada big hand in that country’s eco-
nomic revival are still second-class citizens. In France, there is uncodified
discrimination against Arabs born in the country and Britain is propos-
ing 10,000 pound bonds to keep suspected immigrants out. In Italy, the
Roman Catholic church wants the government to be “more aware” of
the “negative traits” of Islam when granting licences for marriages be-
tween Italians and Muslims from North Africa and Asia. For all the de-
mocratic protestations of the US, President Bill Clinton is willing to visit
Pakistan and “engage” the military dictatorship there. If General
Musharraf merits such solicitous engagement, then it is difficult to justify
the isolation of Austria, which is more democratic than many of the
regimes with which the US and the EU are doing good business.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Protests agams\t/Halder

contmue in Vienna

('
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE g ﬂ

VIENNA, Feb. 6. — Austrian
riot police stopped hundreds of
demonstrators from marching
on the headquarters of the far-
Right Freedom Party
overnight, after sometimes vio-
lent protests against the par-
ty’s inclusion in a new coalition
government.

Police barred hundreds of pro-
testers from the pedestrian
road leading to the party build-
ing in the centre of town after
minor scuffles. Police armoured
cars and water canons were on
stand-by.

Yesterday, the second day of
protests, a group of marchers
hurled eggs and bottles at
police protecting the Vienna
headquarters of Austria’s
Conservative People’s Party,
coalition partners of the
Freedom Party.

Their brief attack contrasted
with the attitude of the main

body some 2,000 protesters
who gathered peacefully in the
city to fhow their disapproval
of Austiia’s new conservative
and far-Right goverfiment.

The head of the march was
marked by banners proclaim-
ing non-violent Opposition.
One group of militants distrib-
uted leaflets in the crowd
warning them that further vio-
lence would damage their
cause.

In violence during protests on
Friday, 43 police officers and
13 protesters were hurt. Most
of the protesters were young
Left-wingers. As well as shout-
ing slogans condemning Mr
Joerg Haider’s Freedom Party,
the crowds attacked privatisa-
tion and demanded “jobs for
all”.

Israel appeal: Israel urged
the world today to take action
against Austria, saying its new
government incorporated ele-

ments of a neo-Nazi nature,
t—
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adds Reuters from Jerusalem.

“This 1s a dark day for
Austrian democracy and a sad
day for the family of free
nations,” Israel’s Cabinet said
in a statement. The Cabinet
Secretary, Mr Yitzhak Herzog,
said the government would
consider further steps but he
declined to specify.

Israel recalled its ambassador
from Vienna on Friday, saying
that as the homeland of Ho-
locaust survivors, it could not
tolerate the inclusion in the
government of Freedom Party
led by Mr Haider, who caused a
world outcry over past remarks
— for which he apologised later
— belittling the crimes of the
Nazis. “The government of
Israel sees its duty and role in
facing the nations of the world
and warning against the severe
phenomenon that a Western
European government incorpo-
rates elements of a neo-Nazi
nature,” the statement said.




/Austrlan /
Cabinet
starts Work

REUTERS P

VIENNA, Feb. 7. — Aust
new government starts wor
today faced with the uphil
battle of persuading the world
that it is trustworthy despite
half its members belonging to
i Mr Joerg Haider’s far-Right

Freedom Party.

Mr Haider himself said yes-
terday he might ask for a par-
liamentary investigations into
foreign media reports that
President Thomas Klestil and
former Social Democrat
Chancellor Viktor Klima had
orchestrated the hostile reac-
tion from the 14 EU partners
to the government.

Mr Klestil and Mr Klima,
although highly critical of the
Freedom Party chief, have
vehemently denied the reports.

“It would also be in the inter-
est of those under suspicion to
prove in a credible way to an
investigative committee that
they have nothing to do with
it, that they have not commit-
ted some sort of political trea-
son against Austria,” he told
ORF television. ,

Mr Haider also visited Berlin
yesterday and faced 500
demonstrators shouting “Nazis
out” when he arrived at a hotel
in the city centre.
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inland elects
its first woman |

57 President .

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

HELSINKI\Feb. 7. — Foreign
minister Ta)ja Halonen, a sin-
gle mother and one-time social
activist, has been elected
President of Finland after nar-
rowly defeating a conservative
male rival in a closely-fought
contest.

“The election for
the first time of a
woman to the
presidency is
encouraging,” Ms
Halonen told §
reporters after |
her victory wa
announced an
her opponent, M
Esko Aho, con-
ceded defeat yes-
terday.

Ms Halonen,
who pledged in
her campaign to
preserve the wel-
fare-state system
in Finland and to
defend human
rights and mino- .

e

owers, especially in the for-
eign affairs and security areas,
will be curbed. Ms Halonen
takes over on 1 March from Mr
Ahtisaari, who decided against
running for a second six-year
term.

The campaigns had been lack-
lustre, focusing on the person-
alities of the two candidates, as
well as their
age differ-
ences and the
fact that for
the first time
a woman had
a good chance
of being elect-
ed.

The candi-
dates mostly
avoided politi-
cal  issues
until a final
live television
debate at the
¢ weekend dur-
ing  which
they took
opposite posi-
tions on the

rities, said she Fipland's new President, Ms Tarja Wisdom  of

would try
“deve-lop

t0 Halonen, celebrates her victory at an
con- election party on Sunday. — AP/PTI

uropean
Union leaders

tacts” between the
presidency and the people of
Finland. Final voting results
published by the justice min-
istry gave Ms Halonen 51.6 per
cent support among Finland’s
4.1 million registered voters.

DPA adds: The Finnish presi-
dency, once a position of politi-
cal power, will be largely cere-
monial when a new constitu-
tion goes into effect in March.

imposing polit-
ical sanctions on Austria fol-
lowing the formation of a new
government including Mr
Joerg Haider’'s far-Right
Freedom Party. Ms Halonen,
strongly defended the Finnish
government’s firm backing of
the EU leaders’ action. Mr Aho,
who became Finland’s
youngest prime minister in
1991, criticised the move.
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~Sinn Fein
threatens
Iegul action

CHRISTOPHER WALKER
THE TIMES, LONDON

BELFAST, Feb. 7. — Thr . . visis
over terrorist weapo in
Northern Ireland dee; 1ied
last night, as Sinn Fein t eat-
ened a legal challenge a ainst
Britain if power-sharing -:sti-
tutions are suspended his
week.

Mr Alex Maskey,
a Sinn Fein
Assembly mem-
ber, said his party

ment hqs #responsibility to
hold the|British government to
its intefnational, legal and
moral colnmitments.”

Therel is strain between
London and Dublin about the °
handling of the crisis by Mr
Peter Mandelson, the Northern
Ireland Secretary. Legal
experts here said that if court
action were
taken on the
basis that
Britain was
in breach of

had taken legal the 1998
advice over a |8 Good Friday
court action to Agreement
back its claim and of an
that suspension of international
the Executive and treaty, Mr
Assembly, if no Mandelson,
IRA arms are and possibly
forthcoming, Mr Tony
would be a breach Blair, could
of the Good Friday Gerry Adams: tough talk find them-
Agreement. selves sum-

Another leading Sinn Fein
politician and member of
Parliament, Mr Caoimhghin O
Caolain, warned that the Unio-
nist deadline of next Saturday
was the best way of ensuring
that the IRA never gave up its
huge arsenal of weapons.

To secure support from
Dublin at a time when the IRA
is under mounting internation-
al pressure to compromise, Mr
Gorry Adams, the Sinn Fein
president, called on the Irish
government to resist . any
efforts to suspend the institu-
tions. He said: “The govern-

moned to the High Court to
defend the government’s
action. The Sinn Fein move
came as the Unionists hard-
ened their position that noth-
ing less than an actual han-
dover of IRA arms can prevent
a collapse of the nine-week old
executive. As frantic behind-
the-scenes activities continued
to little avail, it emerged that
even if an IRA timetable for
disarming came about, under-
stood now to be Mr
Mandelson’s prime goal, it
would bei nsufficient to save
the Good Friday institutions.
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~Haider stirs another

a9 hornets’ nest

BERLIN, FEB. 7. Mt. Joerg Haider,
the rightist leader whose Freedom
Party is part of the new Austrian
Government, said on Sunday that
ethnic Germans expelled from
what was Czechoslovakia at the
end of World War II should be en-
titled to the same compensation
as Austrian Jews persecuted by the
Nazis.

The statement reopened an old,
often suppressed grievance in the
German-speaking world. It cen-
tres on the expulsion from their
homes or the imprisonment in the
Soviet Union of millions of Ger-
mans in the aftermath of Hitler’s
war and the lack of compensation
for their losses or suffering. The
remarks of the Freedom Party
leader seemed certain to intensify
international unease over Mr.
Haider, whose intermittently revi-
sionist views have included state-
ments — later apologised for —
praising aspects of Hitler’s rule.

By equating the suffering of the
Sudeten Germans with Jewish vic-
tims of the Holocaust just a few
days after signing a declaration
saying that ‘‘the crimes of the Hol-
ocaust are without precedent in
history,” Mr. Haider appeared
likely to heighten international
concern that his word is worth it-
tle or nothing.

““A patriotic government should
be able to draw the consequences
of the past by compensating Sude-
ten Germans,” Mr. Haider said in
an interview with German televi-
sion, adding that the compensa-
tion should be similar to that
received by Austrian Jews for their
persecution in World War II. The
ethnic Germans of the Sudeten-
land constituted over 22 per cent
of Czechoslovakia’s population
before the war. This large German
minority, many of them Nazi sup-
porters, provided the excuse for
Hitler's dismemberment of Cze-

9}

choslovakia. Aband by its
Western allies at Munich, Cze-
choslovakia first bowed in 1938 to
Hitler's demand that the Sudeten-
land be ceded to him. The next
year, it capitulated to Nazi forces.

In the same interview, Mr.
Haider suggested that the Europe-
an campaign against Austria had
been orchestrated by the Presi-
dent, Mr. Thomas Klestil, who re-
luctantly swore in the
Government on Friday. Mr. Haid-
er added that he might try to start
a parliamentary inquiry into “high
political treason” by the conserva-
tive President. Mr. Haider accused
the former Social Democratic
Chancellor, Mr. Viktor Klima, of
taking part in the same “treaso- ‘
nous” acts. — New York Times

—
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19\, Haider tries to woo Biitain ;

VIENNA, FEB. 8. Mr. joerg Haider
stepped up his attempt td win in-
ternational  respectability on
Monday by inviting the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, to
come to Austria to approve the
work of his far-Right Freedom
Party.

Mr. Haider said Mr. Blair would
be an ideal “peacemaker’ to help
calm the storm of criticism that
has greeted the Freedom Party’s
entry into power with Austria’s
conservative People’s Party.

He issued his invitation after li-
kening the Freedom Party’s politi-
cal programme to that of New
Labour, saying that the British
Government was clearly less hos-
tile to him than the other Europe-
an Union countries. )

“I think he should come to Aus-
tria to make a contribution to set-
tle the situation because he has a
good reputation and could make
a contribution. He could be the
peacemaker.”

Mr. Haider said he saw similar-
ities between them on a range of
policies, including education, tax
reform, and enthusiasm for mod-
ern technology. His comments
outraged many British ministers,
who called him an international
mischief- maker.

Mr. Keith Vaz, Britain’s Minis-
ter for Europe, said: “There is ab-
solutely nothing in common
between Mr. Haider and Tony
Blair. Not in a thousand years is

men or the pfogrammes of his

Tony Blair

party and the Labour Party,” he
told BBC Radio.

Mr. Vaz said the Government
fully supported its 13 European
Union partners who had cut off
contacts with Austria as long as
the politician remained part of
the country’s coalition govern-
ment.

He denied the suggestion that
Britain and Austria shared the ex-
perience of being an outsider
among E.U. states and that Bri-
tain had taken a more moderate
line towards Vienna. “He is an at-
tention-seeker and what he is

seeking to do is to try to pretend
we are acting in any way in a dif-
ferent from our European col-
leagues,” said Mr. Vaz.

“We are just as tough and ro-
bust as the other European coun-
tries in dealing with his
administration. We have made it
clear that we support everything
that the Portuguese presidency
has done.”

Mr. Haider, who has praised
some of Hitler's policies during
his rise to power, became em-
broiled in further domestic con-
troversy on Monday after
accusing Mr. Thomas Klestil, the
Austrian President, and Mr. Viktor
Klima, former Socialist Chancel-
lor, of possible “high treason”.

Mr. Haider called for a parlia-
mentary inquiry because he be-
lieves the two men encouraged
E.U. leaders at a recent Holocaust
conference in Stockholm to
threaten Austria with isolation
should the right-wing coalition be
formed.

He believes this was done be-
cause the two leaders thought it
the only way to block the coali-
tion. Mr. Haider said he would
press the case for high treason if it
was proved that they “had in-
formed other members of the Eu-
ropean Community to whip up
opposition.”

Mr. Haider sees this as an un-
due interference in Austrian de-
mocracy. The Freedom Party won
27 per cent of the vote in last
year’s general election, fractional-
ly more than the Conservatives
with whom they are now in the

Government. The coalition Has
ended over 30 years of socialit-
led government in Austria. :
A spokesmen for Mr. Klima and
the President have strongly reject-
ed the claims. Speaking of Mr. Kli-
ma, his political enemy, Mr.
Haider said: *'It is against the con-
stitution if he is behaving like this
in the interests of his political po-
sition.” :
Mr. Haider asserted that he was
the victim of a smear campaign
by socialist politicians in Austria.
A young politician comes along
and wins all the elections. Two
parties had carved up politi¢al
power here for years. That is what
makes them angry.” — ©Tele-
graph Group Ltd., London, 2000.

Joerg Haider
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' World will eventually accept

us, claims embattled Haider

If I come to power, som(i;»\
may regret what they sai

By MICHAEL THURSTON @(\\( .

Agenfurt (Austria), Feb. 8: Far-
right leader Joerg Haider batted §ff
international condemnation 0
Monday, saying the world would
eventually accept his party and
predicting he could be Austria’s
Chancellor after the next elections.

“If we stay in government and
make a good job, in a few months
the Freedom Party will be fully
accepted and some others will
have to regret what they have
threatened against the Freedom
Party,” Mr Haider said at a press
conference on Monday.

“] have no ambition to become
Prime Minister or Chancellor of
Austria in the next years,” he said.
But pressed on what will happen at
the next elections, which if the
coalition survives should take
place in four year’s time, he said
“What’s coming afterwards [ can-
not say”. “Perhaps the next elec-
tion gives us the chance to be the
strongest party, and under this con-
dition I'm sure the President has to
give me the mandate to form a
government. I will be well pre-
pared to lead a government of
reform under the Freedom Party
and we will take ideas from the
program of British Prime Minister
- Tony Blair, for instance” he said.

Mr Haider does not have a port-
folio in the new government swormn
in last Friday.

But many fear that the investiture
of six Freedom Party ministers
already gives the far-right, with its
anti-Europe and anti-immigrant

'Nadejda

" a dangerous degree of

ower in a coalition with new
Chancellor Wolfgang Scheussel’s
Conservatives, Mr Haider has been
snubbed by both western govern-
ments and opponents in Austria.
The United States announced its
ambassador to Vienna would leave
the country indefinitely on Tues-
day.

Bulgaria‘s  foreign  minister
Mikhailova demanded
reassurance from the Austrian
government that it will not oppose
expansion of the European Union,
and Canada announced plans to
downgrade bilateral relations with
Austria.

The Czech foreign ministry said
on Friday that it was “concerned”
that Freedom Party influenced for-
eign policy would see Austria take
a firm line against European Union
expansion, and said Mr Haider’s
comparison of the fate of Jews in
Nazi-occupied Europe to the
expulsion of Germans from the
Sudetenland during World War-11
was “unacceptable.”

Mr Haider said in an interview
with the French television channel
France 2 that he was astonished at
the European Union’s action. “1
don’t understand why the Euro-
pean Union should be so afraid of
a little Austrian party,” he said,
adding, “It seems a bit excessive to
me, but you will see in the weeks
and months to come that the Free-
dom Party lives up to its name. ”
he said. (AFP)
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will host
far-right
minister at
Lisbon mke}

Brussels, Feb. 8: Austria’s far-
right social affairs minister Ms
Elisabeth Sickl is being invited
to a meeting with EU counter-
parts in Lisbon on Friday, but it
remains to be seen how welcome
she will be.

Portugal’s mission to the Euro-
pean Union in Brussels con-
firmed on Monday that Ms
Sickl, a prominent member of
Mr Joerg Haider’s Freedom
Party, was being invited to the
day-long informal gathering of
social affairs ministers.

“The invitation was sent on |
Monday afternoon,” an official |
at the mission told reporters,
ending several days of specula-
tion in Brussels as to whether
Ms Sickl, 59, would be asked to
attend.

Friday’s meeting, mainly to
plan for a March 23-24 EU sum-
mit in Lisbon on jobs, social pol-
icy and a “knowledge-based”
Europe, will be the first test of
the Freedom Party’s ability to
work with its many EU critics.

Early indications were mnot
hopeful. Belgian employment
minister Ms Laurette Onkelinx,
through a spokeswoman, said
she regretted the decision to
invite Ms Sickl, and intended to
treat her “as if she is non-exis-
tent” and “she will not greet her
or talk to her.” (AFP)




o Jister talks%/
for a breakthrol

By Thon‘?as Abraham

LONDON, FEB. 11. The crisis over
Northern Ireland reached boiling
point today, as the British Gov-
ernment prepared to restore di-
rect rule to the province barring a
last minute announcement from
the IRA that it was prepared to lay
down its weapons.

The Legislation suspending the
Northern Ireland Assembly has
been rushed through Parliament,
and it is for the British Minister in
charge of Northern Ireland, Mr.
Mandelson, to decide when to
give effect to it.

Mr. Mandelson faces a stark
choice: if he does not dissolve the
Assembly, the leader of the Uister
Unionists, Mr. David Trimble, will
resign his post as First Minister of
Northern Ireland, probably giving
way to a more hardline leader. If
he does dissolve it, the Sinn Fein,
political wing of the IRA, will be
furious, and its leaders have in-
dicated that any prospect of get-
ting the IRA lay down its weapons
will vanish.

Last minute negotiations are on
to avert a disaster. Mr. Trimble
met the Irish Taoiseach (Prime
Minister), Mr. Bertie Ahern, in
Dublin to discuss the Irish Gov-
ernment’s efforts to persuade the
IRA to move towards decomnis-
sioning. After their meeting, Mr.
Ahern said he would continue
working until the last minute to
rescue the peace agreement. I
am conscious of time but regard-
less, we must work on.” He, how-
ever, said even if this present
crisis could not be averted, the
peace process could still be res-
cued. “If we can find resolution
now, great. If not, we just have to
keep at it. We will keep on work-
ing together,” he said.

The British Government is not
optimistic of a breakthrough and
a spokesman for the Prime Minis-
ter said something ‘‘fairly dramat-
ic” would have to happen to keep
the Northern Ireland Assembly
alive.

The crisis has been triggered by
a demand by the Ulster Unionists
that the IRA at least make a token
gesture towards decommission-
ing by the beginning of February.
The peace agreement sets a dead-
line of May 22 to end the process
but does not say when it should
begin.

The Sinn Fein h argued that
the deadline of Febrliary has been
arbitrarily imposed jby the Ulster
Unionists, and has drged the Brit-
ish Government not to take notice
of it. Those elements in the Sinn
Fein and the IRA, who have ar-
gued within the organisation in
favour of participating in the po-
litical process and trying to
achieve their political aims
through democratic means, fear
that a suspension of the Govern-
ment will hand a victory to har-
dliners within the organisation.

But there is increasing impa-
tience across the political spec-
trum in Northern Ireland with the
IRA for its refusal to move on lay-
ing down its weapons. The IRA
has said that it has maintained a
ceasefire for five years now, and
effectively put aside its weapons.

The IRA clearly faces a major
psychological hurdle in decom-
missioning its weapons. It sees it-
self as an army which was formed
to fight Britain. To lay down its
weapons at a time when Northern
Ireland is still part of the United
Kingdom is seen as a surrender. It
has indicated unequivocally that
it is committed to the peace
agreement and has no intention
of resuming its armed struggle.
But it cannot hand its weapons
over. Instead, what the Sinn Fein
and the IRA appear to be contem-
plating is assuring the British
Government that its weapons will
be effectively decommissioned by
a permanent ceasefire.

This, however, is not good
enough for the Ulster Unionists or
the British Government, who
want to see a hand over of weap-
ons and a definite end to the IRA’s
existence as an armed organisa-
tion.

Barring a last minute miracle,
Mr. Mandelson is expected to sus-
pend the Assembly and suggest a
“cooling off period” and a review
of the peace process to find a way
forward. But clearly the longer the
review lasts, the more difficult it
will to be restart the momentum
that had built up behind the
peace process.

Ironically, the suspension of
the two-month-old Northern Ire-
land Government will come at a
time when it had just begun to hit
its stride, with the Protestant an
Catholic Ministers learnin
work together.
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Britailggis ready
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fo imp

se direct

rule on Ireland

By MARIE-NOELLE VALLES

Belfast, Feb. 11: Britain was
poised on Friday to restore direct
rule over Northern Ireland and sus-
pend the province’s new powet-
sharing government, as an 11th-
hour cal} for the IRA to make a dis-
armament gesture showed little
sign of bearing fruit.

Northern Ireland minister Peter
Mandelson said that only a clear
statement from the Irish Republi-
can Army setting out when and
how it would hand in its weapons
could save the day.

But despite a flurry of talks, time
was running out for a swift resolu-
tion to the crisis, the latest and pos-
sibly most serious to hit the peace
process since the Good Friday
accord was signed in April 1998.

In London, Prime Minister Tony
Blair’s official spokesman said it
would take something “very dra-
matic” to stop Mr Mandelson from
suspending the new cross-commu-
nity institutions. A decision was
expected later on Friday.

“It looks as though this is the
direction we are going,” he said.

The row erupted late last. month
when Unionists, who share power
with Republicans in the new gov-
ernment, accused the IRA of fail-
ing to live up to disarmameént
promises. Unionist leader David
Trimble threatened to bring down
the executive and walk away from

the peace process if there was no
verifiable start to disarmament. A
meeting on Saturday of his party in
Belfast was understood to be the
deadline for the demand.

Mr Mandelson is keen to pre-

empt that move so as to keep Trim-
ble on board. and hence favours.
putting devolution in cold storage,
to be revived at a later stage once
the dispute has been resolved.
" But the IRA’s political wing Sinn
Fein has warned that such a move
will alienate republican paramili-
taries and make the prospect of
disarmament even more remote.

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams
has even hinted that he would
reconsider his position, "another
unpalatable prospect given his key
role as the go-between with the
IRA.

“Even at this late hour (Mandel-
son) must pull back from the disas-
trous course on which he appears
to be set.” said Sinn Fein number
two Martin McGuinness. “We are
still striving to resolve this mat-
ter,” he said on Friday. “We still
believe that the Good Friday
agreement is the only show in
town.” /

Under the agreement, paramjli-

ticipate in the . govepdment if
decommissioning stagd by Feb-
ruary. (AFP)
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six Ministers from the far-right “free-
dom party” of Mr. Jorg Haider, not only
14 fellow members of the European
Union but also the United States and
Israel showed their displeasure by se-
vering political contacts and down-
grading diplomatic relations with
Austria.

And outside Vienna’s Hofburg Presi-
dential Palace, from where Austrian
emperors ruled over the great Haps-
burg empire which spanned central
and southern Europe for nearly a cen-
tury, anti-Haider protestors clashed
with riot-police. Early this week, Bri-
tain’s Prince Charles cancelled a
scheduled visit to Austria on the advice
of the British Foreign Office and in Hol-
land, Queen Beatrice sparked off a con-
troversy over her recent public
engagement in Vienna.

Austria, after Germany and France, is
the third richest country in the Europe-
an Union. Today it is politically and
diplomatically isolated.

The average Austrian is not only
perplexed but in a deep quandary
about the international rumpus over
the advent of Mr. Haider’s Freedom
Party on the national scene. So far, Mr.
Haider has chosen to remain technical-
ly ‘out’ of the rightist coalition Govern-
ment and, at best, proposes to rule by
‘remote control’ until the world at large
comes to terms with his politics and
personality.

In the past, much of Mr. Haider poli-
tics was laced with layers of xenophob-
ic padding which undermines West
European liberal values of democracy
and racial tolerance. Racism and ex-
treme right wing politics in the E.U.
countries are also a reality, if the harsh
treatment often meted out to foreign
immigrants is any criterion, but there
are European institutions which exer-
cise moderation and advocate more
tolerance. Mr. Haider's fault was that
he almost proposed to institutionalise
racism with his nostalgic references to
the glories of Nazi ideology.

This is the main reason why the E.U.
would like Mr. Haider to either disap-
pear or drastically reform himself.

For the first time since the collapse of
the ‘Third Reich’, a far right party with
a strong racist agenda has come to
power in a West European country.
This then is at the heart of the matter.
But, since February 4, Mr. Haider has
been profusely apologising for his
“mistaken judgment” in the past and
claims that he is neither a racist nor a
fascist, but his remorse lacks credibil-
ity. .

Most Austrians agree that the man is
essentially a brilliant opportunist,
whose great ambition is to one day be
the Chancellor of Austria. Mr. Haider is
a pragmatist and a talented political
tactician and for the first time in over
three decades, he and the populist
right wing parties have shaken the so-

éial democrats and the conservative al-
liance, which dominated Austrian

politics since the war. The new right
wing coalition of the Peoples Party and
the Freedom Party is led by the new
Chancellor, Mr. Wolfgang Schuessel,
who promises an agenda of less taxes,
less red tape, less welfare benefits,
drastic curbs on immigrants and above
all an efficient and transparent Govern-
ment. Mr. Schuessel is essentially a ca-
reer politician who lacks Mr. Haider’s
charisma.

- Haider-phobia!

even before Austria was annexed by the
Nazis in 1938 and young Jorg attracted
the attention of extreme rightwing ele-
ments and grew up with a rightwing
xenophobic agenda.

Now at 50, Mr. Haider saw himself
on the verge of becoming Chancellor,
but he underestimated the E.U.’s re-
sponse.

The Haider phenomenon has trig-
gered massive and diplomatic convul-
sions in major E.U. capitals, he is seen
as personifying Austria’s controversial

As a result of the rise of Mr. Jorg Haider, Austria
today is politically and diplomatically isolated, says
BATUK GATHANL

Mr. Haider’s rise to power began last
October when the Freedom Party won
an astonishing 27 per cent of the pop-
ular vote in the national elections and
emerged as an electoral power to reck-
on with between two largest Austrian
parties — the Peoples Party and the So-
cial Democrats. Observers point out
that a major reason for the emergence
of the so-called ‘black’ right wing alli-
ance was Mr. Schuessel’s ambition to
be Chancellor at any cost.

Pragmaticism dictated that he had
little choice but to enter into an alli-
ance with Mr. Haider. The men are
strange bed-fellows. Mr. Schuessel is a
traditional lacklustre conservative. Mr.
Haider, on other hand represents the
darker side of Austrian history. His par-
ents were avid followers of Adolf Hitler
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past and its links with the Nazis which
ranged from participating in crimes of
Hitler’s Third Reich to the controversial
presidency of Kurt Waldheim, a former
officer in the Nazi army.

Many Austrians bitterly resent the
pariah state treatment and passionate-
ly argue that their society is basically
decent, liberal and very European, but
the Haider stigma wears heavily on the
country. Mr. Haider and Mr. Schuessel
have taken out full-page advertise-
ments in prominent European news-
papers to reiterate their democratic
and liberal perceptions.

Should Mr. Haider be given the ben-
efit of the doubt when he says he is a
“born again” liberal and a democrat?
His friends and foes both agree that he
is a controversial man and a ruthless

opportunist.

Observers note that while the E.U.’s
unanimous and stern response ex-
presses fine sentiments about democ-
racy, it also offends the fundamental
democratic principle that the popular
will of the Austrian people expressed in
an election deserves respect. The real-
ity is that Mr. Haider has 27 per cent of
the popular vote — one in four Aus-
trian voters has backed him. The pre-
sent coalition hence is what the
Austrian public wanted.

Both parties have also reiterated that
they will honour liberal democratic Eu-
ropean values, support the E.U. expan-
sion and denounce and refrain from
any form of racism. Despite all this,
there are major questions about Mr.
Haider and his politics. He is a talented
orator or a demagogue, depending on
the individual’s perception of his tal-
ents.

Many observers are also convinced
that Austria’s isolation in the E.U.’s po-
litical forums may even boost Mr.
Haider’s popularity since many Aus-
trian voters feel that their sovereignty is
abused when they are told by fellow
European states whom they should or
should not elect.

Austrian analysts believe that today a
fresh election may attract one-third of
the popular vote for Mr. Haider. More
caution and restraint is advised before
further isolating or insulting Austria.
Mr. Schuessel says the international re-
sponse is both “exaggerated and unre-
alistic”” as he reiterates Austria’s liberal

and democratic heritage. /
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»7~IRA concedes an inch 1 |

By Thomas Abraham A \

LONDON, FEB. 12. The British Goverh-
ment re-imposed direct rule in North-
ern Ireland late on Friday night, just
two months after a devolved govern-
ment was set up in Belfast. But a last
minute indication from the Irish Re-
publican Army (IRA) on when it would
lay down its weapons raised hopes
that the suspension of the Northern
Ireland Executive might be lifted soon.

The British Minister for Northern
Ireland, Mr. Peter Mandelson, said a
report handed in yesterday by the in-
ternational commission on decom-
missioning headed by Gen. John De
Chastelain indicated movement on
the part of the IRA. The report said the
IRA had indicated the “context within
which the IRA will initiate a compre-
hensive process to-put arms beyond
use, in a manner as to ensure maxi-
mum public confidence.”

Mr. Mandelson said the report con-
tained the potential for him to restart

the provincial Government but added -

that clarifications were still required
on when the IRA would actually lay
down its weapons. “I think that if we
get those clarifications that are need-
ed and a clear commitment by the IRA
to decommission — we haven't got
that commitment yet and a suggested
time-frame within which this would
occur, that would open up the way for
me to rescind the suspension.” A
spokesman for the British Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Tony Blair, described it as "a
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Britain is ready te
impose diredt rute on
Northern Ireland.and. <
suspend.the prevince’s) ,
few power-shating 7

development of real signifcance,”
adding that 'it will form the basis of
our continuing discussions."

Clinton sees real progress

Reuters reports from Washington:

The U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton
said he regretted that the IRA had not
made a more timely commitment to
disarm but said there were some signs
of progress to resolve the Northern
Ireland dispute.

Mr. Clinton yesterday said there
had been some progress in the past
few days, citing a report by the inde-
pendent disarmament commission
which said the IRA had given a com-
mitment holding out some hope that
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an agreement on disarmgment might
be within reach. "' regretithat the IRA
did not give the De Chastelain com-
mission a more timely commitment
on arms decommissioning,”” Mr. Clin-
ton said in a statement. ‘At the same
time, we have seen real progress in the
past few days,” he added. “This pro-
gress is reflected in the most recent
report from the De Chastelain com-
mission, which states that the com-
mitment made by the IRA’s
representative ‘holds out the real
prospect of an agreement which
would enable (the commission) to ful-
fil the substance of its mandate,”” Mr.
Clinton added.

In his statement, Mr. Clinton called
on all the parties to carry out the Good
Friday accord, saying it had the sup-
port of the vast majority of people in
Northern Ireland. “1 urge all the par--
ties to build on that progress, remain
engaged and carry through on their
responsibilities to work together to
achieve the full implementation of the
Good Friday accord,” Mr. Clinton said
in the statement.

Earlier yesterday, Mr. Clinton told
reporters that he and his administra-
tion had been ‘“heavily involved 4
trying to help break the deadlock in
the peace process. The White House
spokesman, Mr. Joe Lockhart said Mr.
Clinton had been on the phone with
parties to the dispute several times
this week and would remain engaged
in thes€arch for a solution.
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N history, nothing important
.~ W ever disappears, but nothing
’ remains the same. In West
sia, the decisive events —
the wars of Alexander, the rise
and fall of the Byzantine Empire,
the rise and fall of the Ottoman
Empire, the rise of Islam, Zionism
and the creation of the new state
of Israel, Arab independence, oil,
the arrival of the USA — are
between 50 and 3,000 years old.
We are still living under the
impact of the French Revolution
and Napoleon. Western Europe
exists in the post-Napoleonic con-
text.
That does not trouble us; it was
Victorian, not 20th century, chil-
dren who were told that if they
were naughty, "Boney will come
for you". But what about Hitler?
We are still ashamed to admit
that his impact on European his-
tory has been greater than that of
any other 20th-century leader.
We are still living in the Europe
he did much to shape; that helps
to explain the hysterical anxieties
that have been aroused by Jorg
Haider, the Austrian nationalist
leader. Haider is no Hitler; not
even his ghost.
In February 1942, Adolf Hitler
entertained a Danish member of
the SS to dinner. He was in a
relaxed mood, and explained his
ambitions for Europe: "I've always
rebelled against the jdea that
Europe has reached the end of its
mission, and that the hour of
Russia or the United States had
come... why shouldn't we have the
strength necessary to become one
of the world's centres of attrac-
tion? 120 million people of
German stock, when they've con-
solidated their positions, that's a
force against which nobody in the
world will be able to do anything.
1 see it in my own case. My native
land is one of the most beautiful
countries in the Reich, but what
can it do when left to itself? What
could T undertake as an
Austrian...? If Germany hadn't
had the good fortune to let me
take power in 1933, Europe today
would no longer exist... confronted
with the innumerable populations
of the East, we cannot exist
except on condition that all
Germanics are united. They must
compose the nucleus around
which Europe will federate.”
The ideal of a federal Europe,
organised around a German core,
did not vanish when Hitler com-
mitted suicide. It would be a per-
fectly fair description of the
European policy of Chancellor
Helmut Kohl, the most powerful
European statesman of the 1980s
and 1990s. From 1940 to 1945,
Hitler created a united Europe

_Is this the
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Europe should stop
being hysterical about
Jorg Haider, at least
until he does
something, writes
WILLIAM REES-MOGG
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under German leadership. This
not only foreshadowed but made
possible the EU which has been
created since the war. Napoleon's
Europe made Bismarck's
Germany possible; Bismarck's
Germany made Hitler's Europe
possible; Hitler's Europe made
the Europe of Brussels possible.
That is the historic chain of
events.

Mr Haider does not share
Hitler's anti-Semitism. Nor does
he share the geopolitical ambi-
tions of the Nazis. "Today
Germany, Tomorrow the World,"
is not his slogan, nor could it be.
He describes himself as a
"European”, but he is primarily
an Austrian nationalist, equally
determined to defend Austria
against immigrants and meddling
from Brussels. This might change
if he saw the opportunity to play a
wider European role, but that
seems unlikely. He does, however,
have a strong appeal to the
grandchildren of the old Nazi con-
stituency, certainly inside
Austria, perhaps potentially in
Germany.

Mr Haider may not share Nazi
anti-Semitism or Hitler's
European federalism, but he does
play some of the Nazi tunes,
including some of which the Nazis
had no monopoly. He is a pop-
ulist, a nationalist, a propagan-
dist; he exploits the cult of the
leader; he exploits the cult of
youth; he makes politics exciting;
he appeals to the mass fear of for-
eigners. All of these formed part
of Hitler's own political repertoire;
some of them have also been asso-
clated with perfectly democratic
leaders, such as President John F
Kennedy or, as Mr Haider
observes, Tony Blair.

~next Adolf?
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JORG HAIDER: a populist, a
nationalist and a propagandist

The television age has made the
cult of modernism, youth and
energy even more important than
1t was in Nazi propaganda.

The reason Mr Haider is feared
so much is that he is the first sig-
nificant European politician to be
seen as the heir to this Nazi tradi-
tion. His parents were both Nazi
officials. Perhaps the clearest dis-
tinction between the neo-Nazi
and the non-Nazi strands in Mr
Haider's thinking was made by
Simon Wiesenthal, the Austrian
Nazi hunter. "Haider never said
anything against Israel and has
never said anything anti-
Semitic... his parents were out-
and-out Nazis. Haider was edu-
cated by them. Much of what he
says that is so uncontrolled, he
heard as a child at home. His
party is a Fuhrer party and he is
a dictator in democratic guise."
That is disturbing enough.

The other European nations
reacted to Mr Haider's Freedom
Party joining the new Austrian
coalition government in a way
which suggests panic: perhaps
because they have not themselves
come to terms with the Nazi peri-
od, or with Hitler's influence on
modern European history.

In a very interesting interview
with Dominic Lawson in the
Sunday Telegraph, Mr Haider
ridiculed the European response.
"I cannot imagine this (reaction)
was taken by the EU with any
strategic thinking, because it is
helping exactly the political group
which it is meant to attack."
Asked about the cancellation of
the visit of the Prince of Wales, he
replied: "The Austrian people
would have heen disappointed if
Diana had been coming and then
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cancélled. But this is not the

e European response, includ-
hg that of the British govern-
ment, has been trivial and ineffec-
tive. Cancelling diplomatic invita-
tions may irritate, but it does not
coerce. The new Austrian govern-
ment includes people whose views
few of us share: as far as 1 am
concerned, the same could be said
of some members of every other
European government. Yet the
European treaties do not give the
other European countries any
right to intervene on the basis of -
opinion. Intervention could hap-
pen only as the result of undemoc-
ratic actions, and so far there
have been none. If Mr Haider
were to become a dictator.Austria
could indeed be expelled from the
EU. But there is no justification
for cancelling diplomatic invita-
tions when nothing has vet hap-

pened.

If there were no election, N&
would be forced back into™te
increasingly corrupt. 50-vear-old
Red-Black coalition. If there were
an election, Mr Haider's vote
would surely rise. He 1s, after all,
a nationalist. and it is the nation-
al independence of Austria which
is being insulted by these petty

slights. "&l
We should return to norme
European relations with Austria.
unless or until the new Austrian
government takes some step
which is anti-democratic. which
threatens world peace, or endan-
gers human rights. It is acts. not
thoughts, which matter.

The return of normal relations
would be only the first step. The
danger of Nazism arose in the
first place because the politicians
of the Weimar Republic were
unable to overcome certain prob-
lems, including the threat of
Communism, German inflation
and the world slump. The
Weimar parties, like those in
modern Austria. were forced by a
proportional electoral system into
unwelcome coalition. There was
too much corruption.

The threat of Communism has
disappeared, so. for the present.
have the twin spectres of inflation
and slump. But the proportional
electoral systems still produce
weak coalitions 1n much of
Europe. The governments suffer
from corruption. That may give
an opening to the post-Nazi or
post-Fascist parties of the
extreme Right. Mr Haider feeds
off the popular appeal of some of
the Nazi themes with the
Austrian electorate; he also feeds
off the weaknesses of Austrian
and European governance.

— The Times, London.



_+IRA pulls out of
e disaryament talks
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LONDON, Feb. 16. — Serious doubts about the
future of the TRA’s ceasefire were raised last
night, after it pulled out of all disarmament
talks and withdrew any previous offers of com-
promise. This has prompted questions about
whether the Good Friday peace process can long
survive. Yesterday's statement made no refer-
ence to the present ceasefire, but it accused the
government and the Ulster Unionists of reject-
ing the propositions put to General John de
Chastelain’s disarmament commission last
Friday, in an eleventh hour attempt to stave off
the suspension of the Stormont executive. “They
obviously have no desire to deal with the issue of
arms except on their own terms,” the IRA
charged. “Those who seek a military victory in
this way need to understand that this cannot,
and will not happen. Those who have made the
political process conditional on the decommis-
sioning of silenced TRA guns, are responsible for
the current crisis in the peace process.”

The statement was accompanied by a warning
from Mr Gerry Adams that Sinn Fein would play
no part in a new review designed to rescue the
deal. The review is being led jointly by Mr Peter

CHRISTOPHER WALKER
THE TIMES, LONDON

Mandelson, the Northern Ireland secretary, and
the Irish Foreign Minister, Brian Cowen, who
have been at loggerheads about the suspended
Stormont executive.

The IRA’s action has also thrown a a shadow

over today’'s summit meeting between Mr Tony
Blair and Mr Bertie Ahern in London.
White House promise: The White House yes-
terday vowed to mediate peace in Northern
Ireland, but acknowledged that the Irish
Republican Army’s withdrawal from a disarma-
ment commission was a setback, adds Reuters
from Washington.

“We regret any hint of backtracking on the
recent progress made in establishing clarity on
decommissioning,” White House spokesman, Mr
Joe Lockhart, said.

“We're going to continue to work this from all
sides,” Mr Lockhart said, adding, “obviously this
is not a positive development, but it’s not a rea-
son to give up on the process.”

Mr Lockhart reacted cautiously when asked if
the IRA had broken its word. “Let me just say
this. We have called on all sides to comply with
commitments made in respect to the Good
Friday accords. We will continue to work with
all sides in order to have a process where they
can do that,” he said.

—
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Heil Haidar! Austria sets a date
with past
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“Those who believe in the stars
Are. doomed to suffer their
indifference.”

From The Proverbs of Bach-
choo

eil Haidar! Sounds

as good. Old fascists

never die, they only

smell that  way.
Twenty six per cent of the Aus-
trian electorate voted for Jorg
Haider’s Freedom Party and as
a consequence the parliamen-
tary fraction of the party has
been invited by the Austrian
Conservatives to join with them
in a coalition, enabling for the
first time after World War I, a
party avowedly sympathetic to
the fascist past, soft on aspects
of the Third Reich and profess-
ing xenophobic policies which
are seen as neo-Nazi, into gov-
ernment.

Their entry into government is
traumatic for Austria and for the
rest of Europe. The presence
of this amorphous creature
below the surface of the psyche
of Europe, a lurking of hate, a
negation of the whole human,
social instinct is a dirty secret. It
cannot be allowed to bubble to
the surface and it must not be
allowed to spread itself on
emergence like a mist over the
waters. Now it has. Europe has
a Nazi party in the government
of a state which is a signatory
to the European Union treaties,
those whose aim is the final
elimination of all war from
Europe, albeit under the banner
of shared and liberal capitalism.

The paradox of Austria is that
the EU and therefore its individ-
ual partner states, who  have
fought two recent wars -— one
in the Gulf and one in Kosovo
— in the name of democracy,
canfiot deény  this. governing
principlé ' to *'the voters' 8f
Austria, or at least to 26 per cent
of them. There is no ordinance
banning the Freedom Party
from  contesting elections
and neither can there be. The
spirit of democratic Constitu-
tions demands that the will
of the people be manifested
in the shape and politics of
a party and as any democraf
knows, policies and mani-
festoes are fluid, conventions

o M

be breached and restrictigns
navigated around. One can
even imagine a situation in
which a party avoids being
banned by keeping all its
open pronouncements on this
side of the line of rampant
racism or triumphal murde-
rousness, relying on the fact
that all its supporters and
potential supporters know what
its real intentions are.

This is indeed what several
parties in Europe rely on.
The National Front and the
British Movement, though
never a real political threat

Every child knows
that one can cross
one’s fingers and
toes and mutter
oaths which are
then rendered invalid
in the sight of God.
One of the tenets
of democracy is of
course freedom of
thought and freedom
of expression and
association. It has
long been understood
and agreed that one
may believe what one
likes. One may even
say what one likes
providing it is not
an abuse of others
or an instigation
to deny someone

else their rights

—
within these sceptred isles,
have pretty nasty manifestoes
which speak of state assisted
repatriation  for  immigrant
communities and racist state-
ments about law and order. No
gas ovens or barbed wire
are mentioned, but it is
axiomatic ‘that supporters of
these ' groups believe that
something of the methods and
disciplines of the Nazi order
will be restored if they gain
power.

Democracy has to rely on the
good sense of majorities to
somehow see the folly of
Nazism. Haidar’s inclusion in
the ruling coalition, part of the
greed of the Austrian conserva-
tives for power on any terms,
has been met with a withdrawal

,Vof Israel’s diplomats and a

warning from the US that it is
displeased. Austria’s partners in
Europe have also expressed
their displeasure and there are
several lobbies in Europe which
recommend sanctions against
the country for having a size-
able minority who voted neo-
Nazi.

If a majority had voted for the
Freedom Party and Haidar had
formed his own government,
the riots that met with his inclu-
sion in the present government
may have spilled over into civil
war and Europe would have had
to find ways of intervening on
the side of the revolt.

If they had all voted for
Haidar, Austria would at the
least be expelled from the EU
and in the extreme be invaded
and pacified by Nato or some
alliance of European neigh-
bours. And all this not for doing
but for thinking and for saying
things.

Haidar’s party was only
allowed to join the government
after the President extracted
from them a condemnation of
the sins of the Nazi past and an
oath to work within the rules.
Every child knows that one can
cross one’s fingers and toes and
mutter oaths which are then ren-
dered invalid in the sight of
God.

One of the tenets of democra-

¢y is of course freedom of.

thought and freedom of expres-
sion and association. It has long
been understood and agreed
that one may believe what one
likes. One may even say what
one likes providing it is not an
abuse of others or an instigation
to deny someone else their
rights — a “kill the Jews” or
“demolish the mosques” sort of
cry.

I civilised societies
draw the line at actions,
which may be actually

rounding up people on the basis
of ethnicity, actually demolish-
ing mosques or smashing tem-
ples or merely legislating in a
parliament to enable such acts.
Haidar’s Party has done no such
thing, taken no such actions. 1t
has come to power by appealing

* to visceral instinicts and perhaps$

to some vague dream of volk
power.

Contrary to all the cautionary
promptings of history, which
tell me that nasty minorities
have ways of becoming
inevitable majorities, 1 think
that xenophobia as the basis of
the governance of Europe is
dead. Yes there will be stricter
immigration controls here and
there. There will be unfair treat-
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Sinn Fein blocks
N Ireland peace
deal escape route

>
PHILIP WEBSTER and DAMIAN WHITWORTH N \,\__.
r

THE TIMES, LONDON - ,\[ K
LONDON, Feb. 17. -~ The (oodFriday Agreement on Northern

Ireland was strained to breakyng point last night, when Mr Gerry
Adams refused to take part i\ a formal review designed to keep
the peace process alive.

The deal, struck nearly two ye¥rs ago appeared to be in danger
of stalling completely after crisis talks chaired in Downing Street
by Mr Tony Blair and Mr Bertie Ahern, the Irish Prime Minister,
produced no sign of progress,

Mr Adams, the Sinn Fein president, and Mr David Trimble,
leader of the Ulster Unionists, emerged grim-faced from No 10 to
deliver equally hardline messages: Sinn Fein offering no hope of
advancement unti] the province’s institutions have been restored,
and the Unionists making plain that that was not possible until
the IRA began disarming.

Both Prime Ministers appealed after the talks, not to let the
chance of peace slip away and agreed that there was no alterna-
tive to the agreement.

Mr Adams said that Mr Blair gave no indication that the
Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly would be reactivated.
“The institutions have been torn down and the Good Friday
Agreement has been torn up,” he said.

He added: “I don't think we can play a useful role on the arms
issue when all we are met with is rejections and rebuttals.”

Martin McGuinness. Sinn Fein’s education minister in the sus-
pended Executive, said that the Good Friday Agreement was
“lying in the wastepaper bin”.

A similarly uncompromising Mr Trimble said that the Unionists
had done all they could to make the agreement work, which was

why they had "jumped first’on thesinderstanding that the
Republicans would reciprocate //
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4oelallsts will take country back to
Franeé years, says Spanish PM~(| ) -

MADRID: When Jose Maria Az-
nar ran for Prime Minister in 1996,
his political foes tried to scare away
moderate voters by branding him
heir to the dictatorship of General
Francisco Franco.

Four years later, with Mr Aznar
seeking a second term in a general
election set for March 12, the Popu-
lar Party leader and his right-wing
supporters were the ones conjuring
up the ghosts of Spain’s bitter past.

In the final weeks of the cam-
paign, they are warning of dark
consequences if Spaniards hand

over power to the main opposition
Socialist Party, which has joined
forces with the Communists for the
first time since the bloody civil war
of the 1930s. Mr Aznar — tipped in
opinion polls to win the re-election
but still short of a parliamentary
majority — has harshly criticised
the new Leftist alliance as a “throw-
back to the past that Spain wants
no part of”.

His top ministers have gone even
further, predicting that a Socialist-
Communist administration would
bring economic ruin, end Spain’s

4
|
t NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

M. V. KOTA RATU
VOY. RTU 074
IGM NO. 4880

The above vessel has arrivedyis due to arrive at Bombay
on 18-02-2000 with import cargo in containers from
SINGAPORE & Transhipment cargoes of:

Ex. SHA HE (V 022) PANJANG

Ex. BARBAROSSA (V 097) JAKARTA

Ex. KOTA PERABU (V PAU 013) BUSAN / SHANGHA!
Ex. KOTA MAWAR (V MAW 242) YANGOON

Ex, KOTA MAJU (V MJU 226) JAKARTA

Ex, SEA MARINE (V SMN 124) SEMARANG

Ex. KOTA SEJATI (V SJT 7G) DALIAN / QINGDAO
Consignees expecting import cargoes on above
mentioned Vesse! are requested to present their original
Bills of lading duly discharged and obtain defivery order,
on paying relative charges as applicable within 5 days ot
landing or else detention charges will be applicable.
Hazardous cargo consignees are notified that their
cargoes will be delivered through Haji Bunder as per BPT
Docks directives by our landing contractors M/s.
Darabshaw B. Cursetjee & Sons against payment of
their charges. Consignees are also requested to note
that the carriers and their agents are not bound to send
individual notification regarding the arrival of the vessel
of their cargo.

For further details please contaci our office

JAMES MACKINTOSH & CO. P. LTD.

MUMBAI  :TEL: 2610161/62, 2619232/3
FAX: 2615725 TLX: 01182413 JMCO IN
NEW DELH : TEL: 011-6226735 FAX: 011-6486745
TLX: 031-71126 JMCO IN
AGENTS FOR :*ADVANCE CONTAINER LINES
(PTE)LTD.. SINGAPORE

*PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINES
(PTE)LTD., SINGAPORE

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
DELH! AT NEW DELHI
(3rd Floor, Vikrant Tower,
Rajendra Place, New Dethi)
In the matter of O.A. No. 380/99
ANZ Grindlays Bank Ltd.
(Applicant)
M/s Onida Savak Ltd.
(Respondents)
(D-2) Sh. G.L. Mirchandani,
22, Paras, Little Gibbs Road,
Malabar Hills, MUMBAI,

Whereas the above named
Applicant has instituted a case for
recovery of Rs. 77,26,749.67
(Rupees Seventy Seven Lacs
Twenty Six Thousand Seven
Hundred Forty Nine & Paise Sixty
Seven Only) against you and
whereas it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal that it
is not possible to serve you in the
ordinary way, therefore, this notice
is given by advertisement
directing you to make appearence
in the Tribunal on 21-3-2000 at
10.30 a.m.

Take notice that in default of your
appearance on the day
beforementioned, the case will be
heard and determined in your
absence.

Dated this 2-2-2000 By order

of the Tribunal

membership of the Euro Zjone and
pull out of NATO. /

But Mr Joaquin Almunia, the
Socialist candidate for prime min-
ister, accuses Mr Aznar of reviving
old right-wing conspiracy theories
of a “red menace” lurking on the
Spanish Left.

He charges that the use of scare
tactics by Mr Aznar and the centre-
right Popular Party shows they are
increasingly fearful of the electoral
challenge they face.

Most political analysts agree.
They believe, however, that de-
monising the Left is a risky strategy
that could backfire on Mr Aznar’s
government.

Since taking office as the first
right-wing prime minister of the
post-Franco era, Mr Aznar has
worked hard to distance his party
from its authoritarian roots and
shift it towards the political centre.

He has boasted of his rapport
with British Prime Minister Tony
Blair and has tried to emulate the
Labour leader’s effort to recast his
own party with a gentler, non-ideo-
logical image.

In his bid for re-election, Mr Az-
nar — a former tax inspector once
seen as too colourless to last after
charismatic Socialist Felipe Gonza-
lez — is campaigning on a record
of strong economic growth and po-
litical stability.

Despite those successes, his lead
in the polls is just four to five per-
centage points over the Socialists
— a smaller margin than he en-
joyed before the last election.

That is fuelling anxiety in the
Popular Party’s ranks now that the
two largest Left-wing groupings
have buried their differences to
forge a loose alliance aimed at un;
scating Mr Aznar. (Reuters)
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w1RA’s hmited optior S5,/
THE FIRST experiment in power-sharing in Northerﬁ eland
in 1973 lasted only five months. The second experiment with
self-rule had an even shorter span of life, 72 days to be paecise.
Violent loyalism and organised Protestant labour forcef the
earlier coalition to collapse. Even though it is the 'Irish
Rgpublican Army that is now blamed for its intransigence
I¢ading to the reimposition of direct British rule in Northern
reland, Prime Minister Tony Blair too cannot escape respon-
sibility if the IRA’s threats to pull out of talks on disarmament
are carried out. The historic 1998 Good Friday deal between
Protestant Unionists and Roman Catholic nationalists was
projected as a “triumph of courage” and was flaunted as a
model for other conflict areas to follow. The experience of last
two years suggests that historic enmities do not melt away so
suddenly. While peace reigned in Northern Ireland, the agree-
ment is yet to exorcise the historical ghosts of centuries of bit-
terness between Britain and Ireland. The two sides are
presently engaged in the blame game. While Sinn Fein leader
Gerry Adams has blamed Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland Peter Mandelson for his “fixation’ with helping David
Trimble, the Unionist leader, official circles in Britain hold the
IRA responsible for the present impasse.

All is of course not lost. In fact, the coalition in Dublin is still
intact on paper. So is the Good Friday agreement. The IRA
has been talking tough saying the 1998 accord bound only Sinn
Fein and not the IRA. It has also vowed that it will never dis-
arm under pressure. However, it has given some hints that it
may in the end give up arms. To be fair to the Unionists, they
had accepted the deal to form a coalition government last
November along with the Sinn Fein on the specific assurance
that the IRA would begin handing over weapons. An agree-
ment that attempts to split power and sovereignty is bound to
|| face hurdles. The two sides will do well not to squander the

gains of the agreement. After all, the best hope for a deal li
this lies in the realisation that the only alternative to a pefce
agreement is more conflict and bloodshed.

~
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, FEB. 21. The ‘Joerg
Haider’ factor on pan-European
scene refuses to fade away as is
seen in the fast escalating anti-xe-
nophobic demonstrations in ma-
jor E.U. cities such as Vienna,
Brussels, Paris, Grenoble, Lyon,
Strasbourg, London, some Ger-
man and Dutch cities on Sunday.
Smaller demonstrations also took
place as far away as Oslo in North
Europe and Belgrade in Southern
Europe.

In the Sunday protest rally in
Vienna itself, flags were waved
denouncing racism while speak-
ers emphasised that ‘Europe
needs us and we need Europe.”
The rally ended in the historic
Heldenplatz or Heros’ Square,
where Adolf Hitler addressed a
massive rally after invading and
merging Austria with Nazi Ger-
many in 1938.

The protest movement organis-
ers have now called for ‘regular’
demonstrations until the Austrian
Chancellor, Mr. Schuessel, ‘steps
down’. Anti-government rallies
have become a daily occurrence
in Austria since the new Govern-
ment came to power on February
4 when Mr. Schuessel structured
the controversial and far right
coalition of his conservative Peo-
ples’ Party and Mr. Haider’s Free-
dom Party. The later is suspected
of promoting xenophobic and
racist agenda.

On Sunday, the German Chan-
cellor, Mr. Schroeder, described
the advent of the Freedom Party
as ‘undemocratic’ and said Ger-
many had to be vigilant to prevent
the rise of similar politician at
home.

Observers note that Mr.
Schroeder had stopped short of
calling Mr. Haider a neo-fascist,
but described him as a ‘rightist
populist’. He criticised Mr. Haid-
er's recent tirade against so-called
‘foreigners’ and pro-Nazi senti-
ments. Mr. Haider now claims all
this was a case of ‘bad judgment’
on his part and that he is neithera
racist nor a fascist.

Many Austrians feel deeply hurt
and embarrassed by what they
call ‘over reaction’ of European
liberals to what they regard as es-
sentially a domestic matter. The
other day, both Mr. Haider and
Mr. Schuessel took out full-page
advertisements in the European
press to reiterate their democratic
and non-racial credentials.

-~The anti-government speakers

At is anti-Haider all

rope™\)/

at the rally also said the Yiew Aus-
trian coalition governmlent was
elected democratically b lacked
‘moral legitimacy’ since the Aus-
trian voters did not realise that
they were supporting Mr. Haider
when they voted for the ‘People’s
Party’ in general elections in Oc-
tober.

At that time, an alliance be-
tween the People’s Party and the
Freedom Party was not on cards.
Mr. Haider was then rated a mere
loner with lot of nuisance value.
But the reality is that one in four
Austrians voted for Mr. Haider’s
party and what is more embar-
rassing is that findings of current
opinion polls would suggest that
if another general election is held
today one in three voters would
back him. This would enable him
to fulfil his life’s ambition of be-
coming the Chancellor.

The Austrian government’s op-
ponents have been encouraged
by international support as the
U.S., the E.U. and Israel have tak-
en symbolic measures to isolate
Austria. The demonstrations in
Austria and other European cities
are mainly attended by students,
human right activists, artists,
church groups, trade unionists
and recent immigrants — mainly
from the Balkans and the East Eu-
ropean countries.

The E.U. has adopted a ‘no dia-
logue’ stance with the new Aus-
trian government as the Austrian
Ministers are generally ignored in
European fora.

In some quarters, it is argued
that such a tough stance against a
fellow E.U. member may trigger a
popular backlash in Austria
against its membership of the
E.U. A major problem for the 14
European democracies is how to
cope and react when groups or
parties inimical to democratic
values of the European society
come to power through demo-
cratic means.

Largely, the E.U. is also seen
haunted by memories and trau-
ma of neo-fascist and Nazi rule
five decades ago, amid the real-
isation that tiny Austria is not pre-
war Germany and Mr. Haider nei-
ther has the fury nor the oratory
of Adolf Hitler. At best, he is a
sleek operator who is widely re-
garded as a savvy political oppor-
tunist blessed with good looks
and telegenic personality and a
controversial demagogue with lot
of nuisance-value.
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ﬁﬂaidﬁ touches a r

By Thomas Abraham ffD - } (}

LONDON, FEB. 22. [mitation might be the sincerest form
of flattery, but the British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair, is neither flattered nor amused. The Austrian
right wing leader, Mr. Joerg Haider, seen throughout
Europe as a right wing xenophobe appears to be ar-
dently wooing the British Prime Minister.

Mr. Haider is convinced that he is nothing more
harmful than a central European version of Mr. Blair,
and in an article published in the Daily Telegraph
newspaper today declared there were ‘amazing simi-
larities’ between himself and the British Prime Min-
ister.

Mr. Blair, who sees himself as a good liberal poli-
tician of the centre left, is clearly irritated by the
comparison and is doing his best to distance himself
from Mr. Haider's unwelcome attentions. A Down-
ing Street spokesman sniffily dismissed Mr. Haider’s
overtures, and said “the idea that there are genuine
similarities between the two is so risible that I don't
think it is worth wasting our breath.”

Mr. Haider however is not easily rebuffed, and he
has used Mr. Blair's own ‘new Labour’ language to
illustrate the supposed closeness between the two.
In the newspaper article, Mr. Haider says that both
he and Mr. Blair were free of the ‘ideological ballast’
of left and right. Normally, Mr. Blair is proud to ac-
knowledge that he freed the Labour party from its
ideological roots, and sees himself as a pragmatic

W nerve

politician wifR fio #€dl ideology. But when Mr. Haid-
er draws this cpmparison, it clearly hurts.

Mr. Haider sgys that like Mr. Blair, he too wants to
reform the welfare state. “Both parties want to es-
cape from the|rigidity of the welfare state without
creating socialfinjustice. They want a fair chance for
more self sufficient citizens to develop their real po-
tential instead of state hand-outs which can only
perpetuate the poverty trap,” Mr. Haider wrote.

Unfortunately for Mr. Blair, that sentence could
have come out of a Labour party document. Mr.
Haider says that his Freedom Party, “like Labour,
stands for equal opportunity, fairness, responsibility
and trust.”

In what is perhaps the unkindest cut of all, Mr.
Haider takes a dig at the British Government’s desire
to cut down on refugees and asylum seekers, and
says that his party “is arguable less tough on asylum
seekers and immigrants than Labour and Blair.” In a
parting shot, he adds " If Blair is not extreme, then
nor is Haider.”

There are clearly superficial similarities between
the two politicians: both are young, charismatic and
determined to overthrow the baggage of the past.
The big difference however which Mr. Haider never
mentions is that there is one item of baggage which
Mr. Blair never carried, and which Mr. Haider ap-
pears to be very reluctant to throw out: a sympathy
with Nazism. There lies the difference.
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/ ¢"|*"AUSTRIA / SOCIAL DEMOCRATS GIVE UP PLANS
Haider factor worries Europeans

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JAN. 28. The Austrian
rightists are nearer to forming a
coalition government, as the So-
cial Democrats have now aban-
doned the efforts to form one,
clearing way for a centre-right
coalition of conservatives and the
far-right Freedom Party to come
to power. —

The prospect of the Fregdom
Party joining the government has
triggered a storm in major Eu-
ropean Union capitals because of
its leader, Mr. Joerg Haider’s ex-
treme rightwing and racist record
and agenda. Hence, Mr. Haider
may not directly participate in the
proposed government. The coali-
tion would be led by Mr. Wolf-
gang Schuessel of the People’s
Party. It could be installed early
next week. Q{:} ,[

The mounting criticisny ih the
major E.U. capitals continuef un-
abated while Israel has warned
that it will cut off diplomati¢ ties
with Austria and close its mission
in Vienna.

The French Foreign Minister
said that Austria would find itself
' in a ‘new deplorable’ state and
the German Chancellor, Mr.
Schroeder, said in a television in-
terview that while respecting the
sovereignty of Austria, he shared
the E.U.’s concern over Mr. Haid-
er’s rightwing views.

The Prime Minister of Sweden,

Mr. Goran Pgrsson, who is host-
ing the cy,vr{g; ‘holocaust confer-

The Austrian Foreign Minister and head of the People’s Party,

Mr. Wolfgang Schuessel (right), with the head of the rightwing
Freedom Party, Mr. Joerg Haider, in Vienna. — AP

ence’ in Sweden, said the
Freedom Party’s views were not in
line with the E.U.’s shared princi-
ples of human rights and toler-
ance.

In Austria itself, the move
which highlights an epoch-mak-
ing change in the last three dec-
ades has been greeted with stoic
calm verging on cynical callous-
ness. Mr. Haider has gained in-
ternational notoriety by
propagating anti-foreigner poli-
cies and turning a blind eye to the
Nazi Germany’s racist crimnes and
pogroms. He is a shrewd politic-

ian with a telegenic appeal. He is
also a pragmatist and is aware of
the controversy his presence in
the Austrian coalition would trig-
ger. Hence, he vowed not to per-
sonally join the new government.
Austria is a member of the E.U.
and it has put new strains on Aus-
trian society which is struggling to
cope with liberalising forces and
the E.U.’s agenda of more trans-
parency and accountability.

Austria is one of the most suc-
cessful and peaceful countries in
Europe, but due to the massive
influx of foreign refugees from the
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Balkans and Eastern Europe dur-
ing the Nineties, it is seen passing
through a fresh bout of social and
political hiccups. Mr. Haider’s
party has dexterously cashed on
the racist sentiments.

Among the Western Europe’s
growing number of rightwing and
racist politicians, Mr. Haider, who
overtly pursues anti- immigration
and anti-E.U. agenda, has a high
profile on the domestic front. The
agenda has special appeal in Aus-
tria which has stagnant but high
unemployment rate — average
over 11 per cent. In early 1990s,
Mr. Haider triggered controversy
by overtly praising Hitler's noto-
rious ‘S.S.” wing of the Nazi army.
The S.S. was created essentially to
liquidate the ethnic minorities in
Nazi-ruled Europe, and also keep
a watchful eye on the rank and file
of the military and civilian per-
sonnel of the Nazi establishment.

In the last Austrian general
elections, the Freedom Party
emerged as the second largest
and one in five Austrians voted for
it. Mr. Haider is a complex and
confused politician and has
changed his mind on key issues.
He is rated as a demagogue who
follows politics of expediency. His
anti-Europe appeal had the sup-
port of the recession-hit middle
class businessmen and the anti-
immigration rhetoric has a spe-
cial appeal for the extreme right
racist factions in the Austrian so-

ciety.



"1 will put critics to-shame: Haider

those values andm and that
common civilization,’\ a brlef

VIENNA, JAN. 29. Despite growing
concern abroad about the pros-
pect of his far-right party joining
the Austrian Government, the
Freedom Party chief, Mr. Joerg
Haider, has declared that he
would put all his foreign critics to
shame.

The European Union warned
Austria against setting up a gov-
ernment that includes the Free-
dom Party, while Belgium was
calling for common E.U. action if
such a coalition materialises.

The E.U.s umbrella Christian
Democrat European People’s Par-
ty (EPP) was mulling disciplinary
action against Austria’s People’s
Party if it joins forces with Mr.
Haider’s group. “That is the big
question when 1 look at Haider’s
views,” said Mr. Wilfried Martens,
the EPP Chairman. ‘‘Several

member partie§ are in stmg on
discussions and sanctipns.” Mr.
Haider is known for once praising
Adolf Hitler's “orderly employ-
ment policy” and for later lauding
veterans of the Waffen SS as “‘de-
cent people of good character.”
He has been apologising ever
since. Talking to mediapersons in
Klagenfurt, capital of Carinthia
province where he is Governor,
Mr. Haider said yesterday, “I am
not especially surprised that pres-
sure is exerted abroad against in-
clusion of my party in a future
government’’.

Despite shock and dismay
abroad at the prospect of Mr.
Haider’s people in an E.U. coun-
try’s Government, the right-wing
populist played down the criti-
cism and said his party would
seek to make “all those feel
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ashamed who confront us (Free-
dom Party) with prejudices.”

In a newspaper interview yes-
terday, the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Wolfgan Schuessel, who heads
the People’s Party, said, “'I accept
the concerns’” abroad abour a
participation of the Freedom Par-
ty in a new government, but he
added, “we won't allow (outside-
rs) to interfere.”

Reflecting widespread senti-
ment abroad, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Antonio Guterres of Portugal,
which holds the E.U. presidency,
expressed “deep concern’ over
“the possible political evolution
in Austria,” stressing the 15 mem-
ber states were part of “a union
based on set values and rules and
on a common civilization.”

“All E.U. members states’ Gov-
ernments should clearly share

statement released in Llsb
— AP



AST SUNDAY, ceptral Ma-

drid was black wjth peo-

ple. It was a grin, silent

procession, at once sor-
rowful and angry, a million
strong, moving slowly from the
Plaza Colon to the Puerta del Sol.
The silence said it all. “Basta ya”.
That’s enough. Enough spilling of
innocent blood.

Madrid had not seen such an
overwhelming show of popular
anger, bitterness, frustration and
indignation since the demonstra-
tions against the killing of a young
municipal officer, Miguel Angel
Blanco, in July 1997. Last Sunday,
the Spanish capital was protest-
ing the assassination of Lt. Col Pe-
dro Antonio Blanco Garcia, the
47-year-old father of two who was
blown up in a car bomb explosion
on January 23.

Breaking its 14-month-old, self-
imposed ceasefire, Euzkadi Ta Az-

After 14 months of peace, the Basque
separatists have struck again in Spain.
And, reports VAIJU NARAVANE,
the people are angry.

and writers. It was as if all of Spain
had agreed to make common
cause against violence, to protect
their young democracy and Con-
stitution.

In the Basque country, howev-
er, there were both pro and anti-
ETA demonstrations. In Pamplo-
na, for example, 10,000
demonstrators called for the re-
lease of ETA prisoners. And the
leaders of the two radical nation-
alist parties, Herri Batasuna (HB
or the political wing of the ETA)
and Euskal Herritarok (EH),
maintained a sullen silence when
asked to condemn the killing.

que country, of tolerating pro-
ETA radicals.

In the Basque province of Na-
varre, the Interior Minister, Mr.
Jaime Mayor Oreja, turned on Mr.
Xabier Arzalluz, who leads the
PNV, growling: “How many more
deaths will it take for you to snap
ties with the radical separatists
(EH, HB)?" Mr. Arzalluz snarled
back: “And how many more
deaths will it take for the Govern-
ment to finally act?”

The ETA made its ceasefire an-
nouncement on September 16,
1998, partly because it was ex-
hausted and needed to buy time

Spain’s top politicians lead a rally in Madrid against the killing of an army officer

by Basque separatists ... protests for peace.

katasuna (ETA), the Basque sep-
aratist organisation, had struck
again.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Jose
Maria Aznar, and Mr. Joachin Al-
munia, his Socialist political rival
in the parliamentary elections
scheduled for March 12, marched
behind a huge banner proclaim-
ing “For peace and liberty. Ter-
rorism, no!” By common consent
the two men had decided to set
aside their differences to de-
nounce terrorism. At their side
were politicians of every hue,
trade unionists, prominent artists

With legislative elections just
six weeks away the political cli-
mate has suddenly become tense
with accusations flying in all di-
rections. Spain has been holding
its breath, waiting for the ETA to
strike ever since the separatist or-
ganisation announced it was end-
ing its unilateral ceasefire as of
December 3. Mr. Aznar's right
wing Popular Party as well as his
coalition Government have come
in for some strong criticism. Mr.
Aznar’s party has accused one of
its supportcrs, the moderate Bas-
que PNV party which heads the
regional government in the Bas-

to re-group and partly because it
felt it could wrest political conces-
sions from Mr. Aznar's Govern-
ment for a “nationalist Basque
project”. But only one of the
planned meetings took place be-
tween the Government and the
ETA, last May in Zurich, and it
ended in failure.

Terrorist violence and the Gov-
ernment’s . obvious inability to
forge a way forward could seri-
ously damage the Popular Party's
electoral chances. Ironically, Mr.
Aznar was utterly confident of a
win when he announced the elec-
tion date on January 17. The ETA
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gave him just four|days to feel
smug before striking hard. in the
centre of Madrid.

The unresolved Basque ques-
tion is bound to create problems
for Mr. Aznar. His Government
has been utterly inflexible in deal-
ing with nationalists and radicals.
After the Zurich meeting between
the Government and the ETA
failed last May, Mr. Josep Piqui,
Government spokesman, said:
“The only answer the Spanish
State will give ETA is to stop the
bombings and arrest the perpe-
trators. ETA must understand that
it will not attain its objectives
through violence.”

The Basque nationalist coali-
tion Government in the three Bas-
que provinces led by the PNV
(moderate nationalist) is going to
have to make some difficult
choices. Mr. Juan Jose Ibarretxe
who heads the Basque autono-
mous Government has already
announced the “suspension” of
agreements signed between the
PNV and the radical HB-EH for-
mation last May. The political
wing of the ETA has still to make
an unequivocal condemnation of
the blast which killed Lt. Col. Gar-
cia ten days ago. Its failure to do
so could threaten the survival of
the coalition and could reshuffle
the balance of political power in
the Basque region.

In the meanwhile, residents of
Bilbao, San Sebastian and other
major Basque towns are express-
ing anger at the Government's
failure to seize the opportunity of-
fered by the 14-month ceasefire,
the longest in the history of the
35-year-old Basque separatist
struggle. “I had forgotten what
fear felt like — that split second’s
hesitation before entering a cafi of
a bus station which had become
second nature to me,” said Mr.
Miguel Santiago, a teacher.

During the 14-month ccasefire,
the Basque country made signif-
icant economic gains, especially
in tourism. Now tour groups are
cancelling hotel bookings and
bankers fear that capital which
had begun to creep back into the
province will once again flee.
“The fear is palpable, tangible.
You could cut it with a knife.
When my sons go to school cach
morning 1 see them leave with a
knot of fear in my stomach ..”
Maria, wife of a senior official,
trails off.

But increasingly the population
is showing its anger and indigna-
tion, even in the Basque country.
Says Mr. Xabier Elso, sociologist:
“In fact nothing has changed. The
fissure dividing Basque ‘national-
ists’ and ‘non-nationalists’ has
grown even wider. Until Herri Ba-
tasuna, political wing of the ETA
rids itself of the terrorists’ stran-
glehold, nothing will change.” ,



