4 Thought for ZEuhap

The credibility gap is so wide that our suspicions are co rmed by
any official denial. — LAURENCE J PETER

/
Operation Cr ssfire .
What happens when security compulsions cal/s v)i\h terrorist z\i.?:%ivity?
é,

In the crossfire, truth becomes the biggest casually. Nothing affirms this

as much as the Chittisinghpura massacre which Has turned into some-
thing of a whoddunit following a spate of charges nd counter-charges
relating to the identity of the killers. When uniden ed gunmen killed
36 residents of Kashmir’s largest Sikh village on Marh 20, the needle of
suspicion pointed in one direction — Pakistan, which would benefit the
most from organising a bloodbath in Kashmir at a time President Clin-

toh was touring India: The man who had described the sub-continent as ,
“most dangerous place on earth” would learn for himself how dan-
g¢rous the place was. Back then, nobody said the theory was too pat; in-
ed, no one even remotely argued that if the motive was so obvious to
it might be so to Pakistan as well. The questions started later. To be
ecise, after official claims that the killer gang comprised five foreign
ilitants all of whom had perished in an encounter. The investigation
as thorough — the killers were named and their foreign (Pakistan)
connection established. Or so it seemed at that time. In truth, the five
‘foreign militants’ were neither militants nor foreigners; they were all lo-
cal civilians picked up in a random search and brutally killed thereafter.
The clues emerged after the relatives of the missing men put two and
two together. A visit to the scene of encounter confirmed the worst:
Though the bodies had been defaced badly — burnt and beheaded in
the case of some — and buried, there was enough tell-tale evidence to

establish their identities.

The first doubts started at this stage: If men especially entrusted with
protecting citizens could commit a crime that was not just uncon-
scionable but clearly premeditated, then maybe, just maybe Chittisingh-
pura itself was not as simple as first believed? The doubts grew when the
police fired into and killed some among a group of processionists who
were protesting against the encounter deaths. This was further proof of
official complicity: The authority vested in law enforcers could be doubly
misused — to commit a crime and then to cover it up. Today, a controver-
sy rages over what really happened in Chittisinghpura, and unfortunate-
ly, the battlelines stand drawn between people who have conveniently
been fitted into two slots — patriots and traitors. The former are those
who would worry about India’s image abroad, who would rather no
questions were asked. Needless to say, the latter do the opposite. We do
not know which sick mind planned the carnage — hopefully, the inquiry
ordered now will throw some light on it. Nor do we intend taking sides.
Suffice to say that if questions are being raised about the possible in-
volvement of the army in the incident then that is largely thanks to the
way those in uniform have behaved: Another inquiry has held the CRPF
responsible for most of the recent deaths in Pahalgam. Of course, men
who operate in a tinder-box environment such as in Kashmir are under
extraordinary strain. Their nerves are on edge and their lives are in
perennial danger. But the remedy lies in minimising the stress levels of
the forces which can only happen if the political bosses sitting in Delhi
understand the meaning ofAtrategic planning, Till then, Kashmir and its
people will continue to be/caught in the crossfire of questions that come
at them from all sides.
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' THE NATION

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

BANGKOK, Nov. 25, —
; Controversy continued to sur-

' round the escape of Chhota
i Rajan when he claimed to have
- paid bhat 25 million to a police
| general in exchange for his
| “walk’ from custody, according
* o a recorded telephone conver-

sation made to his former law-
| yer Mr Sirichai Piyaphic-
" hetkul.

Rajan told his former lawyer
that he planned to leave
Thailand yesterday morning
for a country in south-east Asia
before continuing his journey to
‘somewhere’ in West Asia. The
transcript of the recorded tel-
ephone conversation was seen
by The Nation yesterday.

He escaped early on Friday
morning from Samitivet Hos-
pital, where he had been in
police custody while receiving
treatment for gunsho‘g\ wounds.

| . .
Delhi’s denial
4
| NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. —
| The government today cate-
| gorically denied that it was:
| connected in any way with
| the escape of Chhota Rajan.
| It described the reports in a
lsection of the media as “a’
| mischievous attempt to
! misguide the people.” — UNI
Rajan called Mr Piya-
phichetkul late that night to
thank him for his services.
During the conversation
Rajan said he had feared for his
safety in police custody. “Yes, I
was really in danger at the
hospital,” he said, alluding to
policemen’s comments he had
overheard. Rajan said that the
officers from_Thonglor police
station talked amongst
es about the fact that
ates of Dawood Ibrahim
asked them to ‘do

something’ about him. He
added that he had paid bribes :
in order to secure his freedom
and ultimately his life.

“Tn Thailand, money can buy
everything, including my
freedom and my life,” he said.

When asked about the alle-
gations that he had used
bedsheets to climb down from
his fourth-floor room he said,
“The story exists only in Indian
movies. 1 used the emergency
exit to escape from the hospital.”

After the failed assassination
attempt, Rajan employed Mr
Piyaphichetkul to represent
him in expediting his departure
from the country.

Despite the lawyer's strong
argument, based on human
rights violations, immigration
authorities delayed the release
of Rajan’s passport, preventing
his departure before the
extradition hearing was set in
motion. Rajan subsequently
dismissed Mr Pivaohichetkul”
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. — The
Union civil aviation minister,
Mr Sharad Yadav, asked the
officials to locate a “missing
file” containing correspondenc-
es between the Centre and the
French government.

The move follows Delhi High
Court’s direction to the mini-
stry to furnish counter affidavit
to a petition alleging bunglings
in the purchase, of A-320
aircraft.

A Division Bench —
comprising the Chief Justice
Mr Arijit Pasayat and Mr

bureaucrats, top political
leaders were involved.” The
file, missing for the past one
decade, contained correspon-
dences between the French
government, and the Centre
and the Indian Airlines. It is
“urgently” needed by the CBI
too, he said.

The CBI had filed an FIR on
23 March, 1990, against an
official for criminal conspiracy

Mr Sharad Yadav

operation of other countries
and their investigation/judicial
agencies.”

When Mr Chandra Shekhar
became Prime Minister he
promised further probe into the
matter if some “positive infor-
mation” was furnished. He said
grounding the A-320 fleet had
cost the Centre Rs 500 crore.

On 23 August, 1983, the IA’s
board of directors had set up a
four-member committee under
Air Marshall Dilbagh Singh to
formulate a fleet development
plan for 1984-1991 and
recommend the aircraft - that
would replace the Turbo-prop

——*—ited on 22 May 1984,

recommended purchase of 12
Boeing 757s. A negotiating
committee was then set up and
on 24 July, 1984, a letter of
intent was placed on the
Boeing with a refundable .
advance of $900 million. \
But, on 14 October 1984, the .
civil aviation ministry, without |
indicating any reason,
forwarded a letter from Airbus \

Industrie (with presentation of
A-320 aircraft) to the IA and |
sought its comment within
three days. On 16 November, ‘w
the ministry asked the IA to |
send its comments immediately |
which would be forwarded to |

Justice DK Jain — has directed under the IPC and the Pre- Mishra, had said probing the and Boeing 737s. the Prime Minister’s Office.
the ministry’s counsel to file a vention of Corruption Act. For- case was not an easy task since ~ The committee, in its report |
“complate” affidavit. “not in me= DT+ AEomm e E—— ¥ See FILE: page !

2

/,;\,\Q FILE: “Bidian Arlines suppressed factso | -

(Continued from page 1)  civil aviation minister, to order am Swamy, had called the then
* *  grounding of the 18-plane A- CBI director, Mr Vijay Kalan,
On 2 August 1985, Rajiv Gan- 320 fleet on 18 February, 1990. to know whether a Letter Rdga-
dhi, then Prime Minister, deci- A month later, on 23 March, tory had named Captain Satish
ded at a meeting that 1A should the CBI filed an FIR alleging Sharma. The Lok Sabha Cofn-
go in for Airbus A-320 with V- kickbacks were received from mittee on Government Assp-
500 engine. The meeting was M/s IAE, USA, which supplied rances noted in its report on 1
attended by Mr Jagdish Tytler V-2500 engines and also from August, 1992, that CBI could
(then civil aviation minister), Mr M/s Airbus Industrie. The FIR not complete probe in three
S Sindhu (civil aviation secre- stated the IA had “deliberately” cases — Airbus, St Kitts and
tary), former Cabinet secretary recorded misleading infor- Letter of Rogatory (a forged
Mr PK Kaul and former PMO mation and suppressed the letter purporting to be from Mr
special secretary Mr Gopi Arora. materials/infromation about VP Singh to the President).
The meeting resolved to buy the actual cost and expenses. On 25 May 1998, Mr Trinath
19 A-320 aircraft (for which  The case took a new turnon 3 Mishra, said while responding
agreement was signed on 15 May, 1990, when the civil avia- to the petitioner, Mr BL
March, 1986) with an option to tion minister said in the Parlia- Badehra: “The CBI had issued
buy 12 more. The decision was ment: “Very important file asmany as 11 Letters Rogatory
formulated on -5 June 1989. which contained correspon- in this case.
However, two A-320 planes dences between the French and “While we have received
crashed — in June, 1988, (at the Centre and the Indian Air- partial response to some of
Moulhouse near France) and lines was missing’. LRs, some are still pending
February 1990 (at Bangalore; Soon after the FIR was regis- execution inspite of the best
ninety passengers were killed tered, the CBI came under poli- and repeated efforts made
in the accident), prompting Mr tical pressure. Former Union us through diplomatic as
Afif Mohammad Khan, former law minister, Mr Subramani- as Interpol channels.”
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HT Correspondents
Bangkok/Mumbai/New Delhi,
November 25

HE ESCAPE wasn't so dar-
ing after all. ’Iho;ggh it’s not
official yet, the Thai police
are ngw looking at the possibility
of the “expat” Mumbai don,
Chhota Rajan, simply having
bribed his way out of the hospital
room where he was being held in

. custody. No heroics.

Earlier reports had suggested he
climbed down a knotted rope
made of sheets from a window of
his rpom. This, in fact, has been
the stand taken by the immigration
police; Rajan was in their custody.
The Bangkok police are now cross-
checking that claim.

And the man entrusted with get-
ting to the bottom of the story,

he esc

HO/\

6

Deputy colonel Thawee|Sodsong,
said if the rope story is cogrect, the
two officers standing below would
have definitely noticed him. But
they didn’t.

Rajan was recuperating in this
hospital from bullet injuries he suf-
fered during an attempt to kill him,
also in Bangkok, by a hit squad
semt by his archrival Dawood
Ibrahim. The hitmen are now in
the custody of the Bangkok police
but Rajan isn't.

So, how did he escape? If it
indeed was a daring escape as
claimed earlier, it must have been
tough beating the guards, who
were all over--four policemen at
his door, one immigration officer
at the elevator and two comman-
dos in the alley below his room.

One theory doing the rounds
here is that he bribed the hospital

ape wasn't so

authorities and coolly walked out

through the fire-exit next to his

fourth floor room. The other theo-
ry is that he bribed, agreeing with
the first theory, but got out
through the front door.

Nobody believes the rope-trick.
Not the Thai police, not the
Mumbai police and the intelligence
agencies. An intelligence source
said in Delhi, “Samitivej is not the
kind of hospital from where you
can escape using ropes or bed-
sheets, It’s too public a place.”

In fact, he added, “the moment I
heard he was lodged in this hospi-
tal, I knew it was just a matter of
time before he escaped.” He has
now. The Mumbai police are
equally sure the man just walked

out, glot into a waitit e sedan”
and disappeared,
He has ingde€d disappeared.

T « o sawts
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THEORIES ON HiS ESCAPE

mEma Jj immigration police
‘ say he made a

1 rope of bedisheets

3 and climbed down

from his rogm

IS HE MA/ YStA-BO‘D. B

There is a farge Indian communlty£
among whom he-can easlly
get lost f
® Communication system is better |

to cary out his operations |

® Before shmlnw |
lived there for a f
‘ " Graphic by SANAAY

Though the Thai police have
thrown a ring of secuRty around

the exitpoints of the city, including
the-dirport, they haven’t found h&:

yet. So where is he? That's another
mystery that Rajan has left behind.

And it will remain thus till he
resurfaces somewhere.

As of speculations are rife about
him having escaped to Vietnam,
Bertil Linter, a Bangkok-based
expert on Southeast Asia, told The
Hindustan times on phone that it’s
possible Rajan is headed for
Malaysia via Vietnam. ‘

“He would dare not take a flight
out of Bangkok,” Linter said, “he is
a well-known face here now.” Not a
stranger when he came in some
weeks ago. And Malaysia, it seems,
he added, was where he is going or
has already reached perhaps.

Indian intelligence sources
agreed Malaysia is the only safe
destination for’him. One, he can
ip-the Indian community

gey lost
ere.

0, the communications

heroic after all

system there is better.
And, three, the most important
of all the reasons, he has lived

. before in Malaysia. Indeed he has.

Before he shifted to Australia, he
was in Malaysia for a very long
time, running his international
crime operations, worth an esti-
mated Rs 4000 crore, from there.

The only thing everybody is cer-
tain about at this point of time is
that there will be a fresh round
gang-wars now, and very soon. A
Mumbai police source said, “Soon
as he is able to establish his base
somewhere, he will start.”

For now, however, Mumbai is
geaceful. In fact, there were cele-

rations in Tilak Nagar, where
Rajan started as a small-time crim-
inal. While the mood was sombre
in areas controlled by Dawood
such as Nagpada and Agripada.



e Eunuch

FROM ANAND SOOND. \

Lucknow, Nov. 26: It was a re-
sounding snub to the parties of or-
dinary men and women.

Ashadevi, a eunuch, was elect-
ed mayor of Gorakhpur by a huge
margin of 65,304 votes. All rivals,
including the BJP and Congress
candidates, had to forfeit their de-
posits.

Traditional Varanasi, too, foll-
owed in Gorakhpur’s footsteps,
electing its first eunuch council-
lor, belying rumours that voters

would not deviate fro; ﬂse “san-
skriti”.

Ashadevi had congested the
election as an Independent as no
party had been willing tb support
a eunuch, but the 35-year-old
pooled more votes than all others
put together.

“I am the chosen one. Now'it is
clear to me that God has sent me
here with a purpose. I will not let
anybody down,” said a triump-
hant Ashadevi over phone from
Gorakhpur, “Humanity is my on-
ly party,” Ashadevi added.

By voting for a person from a

community reviled for centuries,

an outsider, the electorate has
made clear its deep disenchant-
ment with political parties. -

“This is what happens when
leaders sit around clapping their
handslike Aijras. People get fed up
some day and actually choose
one,” said a BJP activist from
Gorakhpur.

The Gorakhpur verdict has
shaken Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter Rajnath Singh. “The BJP has
learnt its lesson. It is our responsi-

bility to see that this kind of situa-
tion does not arise again,” he said.

But the “third sex” seems to be
a grewing force in politics.

Today’s twin triumphs follow
the recent election of a eunuch to
the Madhya Pradesh Assembly.
Shabnam Mausi, the MLA, had
pitched in by campaigning for
Ashadevi in Gorakhpur.

Soon after the election of the
new mayor, two other eunuchs
from Gorakhpur, Barkhadevi and
Khusboorani, decided to contest
the Assembly polls.

crowned mayor in hiéartlan

Ashadevi has issued a clarion
call to eunuchs. “It is time to come
out of the shadows and widen
their field of action from marriage
ceremonies to politics, sports and
even show business.”

Referring to the recent fashion
show in which five eunuchs
sashayed down the ramp with
some of India’s top models,
Ashadevi said: “Given a chance,
there is nothing we can’t do.”

In Varanasi, Kallu won from
the Jalalipura ward on a Samer
jwadi Party ticket.
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CBI told to probe pa

# WY Correspondent \f\ the document in circulation, the
New Delnl, November 27 X\¥ \ Bench made it clear that the

W '
er questioning CJI’s age

Justice Anand's age and demanded ~ Mr Salve submitted before the

“that he “step down" from the high Bench documents showing the
constitutional office he was occu-  CJI's date of birth,

. pyinﬁ. He said a letter from the Chief

-, Athough the court made no ref- Executive of the General Council

ence to it, the document(certifi- of the Bar in England mentioned

cate) given by General Council of the CII's date of birth as
the Bar in Engand appeared as an = November 1, 1936.

; President was the sole authority to

THE SUPREME Court today decide the age of~High Court

/ ordered an "expeditious" CBI  Judges. b
probe into the "existence of a doc- The President sétthed the dispute
ument" providing conflicting over Justice Anand's agd way back
details about the age of Chief in 1991, when the latter

_Justice of India A § Anand. Court judge. annexture in the recent book In a telegram, the lawyer facing

A division bench comprisin The apex court ordergd the authoréd by former Law Minister the charge of contempt of court
Justice K T Thomas and Justice robe when Solicitor General Ram Jethmalani, who has been had threatened to initiate criminal
P Sethi restricted the probe to arish Salve submitted to it a doc-

raking up F 4ssue on the CJIs proceedings against the Chief

aspects concerning the origin of ument (dated September 4, 2000) > ustice of India if he did not "step

age.
the document in question and the relating to the CJI's age. The The Bench also directed the down."
peIrsons blehind thlcm. 4 Bench sg}d that ghe hdogxment, Suprelme Couir; ragiistr% go klogge a He _dsaid the Chief Justfice has
t simultaneously restrained the purportedly sent by the General complaint with the Tila arg already attained the age of super-
CBI from going into the question %o?ncil of the Bar, London, under Chief lustice of India A § Anand polic‘: station, along with docu- annuazlion, as his year%f birthlivas
of the CJI's age which the the name of S Behr, to a solicitors' - ment during contempt proceedings ments relating to the. captempt 1934, With the Lawyer seeking
President had settled almost 8 firm, Sohul and Co, wasn't gen- against a Chennai based-lawyer S glroceedin , to enable thé/Station  time to produce some dgcuments,
decade-ago. ile directing the uine, Sundaram. ouse cer concerpged-to for- the Bench adjourned the hearing
CBI to rmine the veracity of  Salve had produced the docu-  The lawyer had questioned ard them t‘: the B : till tomorrow,
} A
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‘No controversy over C

‘ (N
| OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT Q\'\ (\%\

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE -
{ NEW DELHI, Nov. 27. — Such questions
| as were raised on the issue of the age of the
\ Chief Justice of India were settled today
. with the Supreme Court observing that
' the matter had “attained finality’.
| Responding to arguments advanced by
the learned Solicitor-General, Mr Harish
Salve, supported by documents, the
Division Bench (coram, Thomas and Sethi;
JJ), however, directed that an FIR be filed
at the Tilak Road police station and
further directed the CBI to conduct a probe
into the origins of documents claiming to
raise doubts over the CJI's age.
| The CBI’s remit, the court directed, will
“pot” include the issue of the correct birth
,\ date of Dr Justice A S Anand which was

settled today. The directions were issued
during the hearing on the suo motu
contempt proceedinigs against a Chennai-
based lawyer, SK Sundaram, who had
threatened to initiate legal proceedings
against the CJI, if the latter did not step
down over the alleged controversy over his
age. The proceedings were adjourned till
tomorrow on the request of the alleged
contemnor, who wanted time to file certain
documents to go along with his counter
affidavit. “On a perusal of the documents
produced by the Solicitor-General of India,
we feel, prima facie, that the document
purported to have been sent by the General
Council of the Bar, London, dated 4
September, 2000, under the name of S Behr
to Sohul and Co., in the United Kingdom is
not a genuine document”, the court said.
“As it speaks about the age of Dr Justice

JPs age: SC

A S Anand who is currently the Chief
Justice of India we take it very seriously

~anid ‘deem it necessary to have a full

investigation conducted by the CBI, to
know the details of how that document
came into existence, and to trace out the .
person/persons responsible for creating it.”
The judges felt that in view of Article
217(3) of the Constitution of India, the
President of India is the sole authority on
the issue. “We direct the Registry
(Judicial) of the Supreme court to forward
a complaint to the SHO of the police
station (within whose territorial limits the
Supreme court of India is situated) for
registration of the FIR. The complaint
shall be appended with the photocopies of
all the relevant documents from the paper

& See CJI: page 8 /

| Z/&/ § ol

(Continued from pagéd 1)

book and after the FIR is
registered the SHO concerned
" shall forward the FIR to the
CBI, Delhi for investigation.”
The court also directed that on
completion of the investigation
the CBI shall submit the final
report to the appropriate court
and a copy of the final report
i shall be forwarded to the
\ S}lpreme Court as expe-
: leIOUSly as possible,preferably
- within three months. While
 listing the matter tomorrow at
i 2 pm, the court has asked the
j alleged contemnor to explain
the entitlement of Mr R
- Karuppan, an advocate prac-
 tising in Madras High Court,
- to argue on the former’s behalf
despite the lack of an advocate-
: on-record status. Mr SK Sun-
daram, the alleged contemnor,
filed a counter affidavit but
certain annexures referred to
. therein were not filed. Mr
. Karuppan pleaded that due to
. some disturbance, the doc-
{ uments could not be filed. Mr
, Salve contended that the con-
' temnor’s conduct in the past,
his conduct in sending the
fsecond telegram (relating to
travel arrangements), his
, conduct in the court, including
- his refusal to collect the notice
and the order framing the
charges, as he was directed to
do,' all go to show that he is
, Builty of gross contempt and
deserves to be dealt with
" accordingly.
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Vil & diesel up

3\

Rs 3 'gdd Rs 40

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 29: The govern-
ment tonight raised the prices of
diesel, petrol, cooking gas,
kerosene and aviation turbine
fuel, risking a groundswell of
protest and an inflation spiral.

The prices of diesel, petroland
kerosene were increased by Rs
2.50-3.00 each per litre.

Cooking gas (LPG) will cost Rs
40 more a cylinder. The new rates

into a tizzy,” said petroleum min-
ister Ram Naik after a day of hec-
tic consultations with Vajpayee
and Cabinet colleagues like de-
fence minister and convener of
the National Democratic Alliance
George Fernandes, home minis-
ter L.K. Advani and finance min-
ister Yashwant Sinha.

The hikes — expected to stoke
inflation which has been moder-
ate at 5.72 per cent — appeared in-
evitable after world oil prices
scaled 10-year highs in August.

came into effect The middle
from midnight. class will be the
The price hardest hit with

hikes followed
a stream of
gloomy  eco-
nomic data that
showed  eco- -
nomic growth bos
sputteringto5.8 PW@‘
per cent. Indus- :
trial  growth
has slowed
sharply in the
first half of the
year,

The price of diesel, which
fuels most of the country’s trans-
port sector and is a key determi-
nant of the inflation rate, was in-
creased by about 18-20 per cent.

But it was kerosene, the poor
man’s cooking fuel, which took
the worst beating with an almost
50 per cent hike.

In contrast, the price of petrol
went up by less than 10 per cent
and of air turbine fuel by just over
20percent.

“We were forced to raise the

-wiceg a8 global prices have gone

(InRs

Kar

BLOW AFTER BLOW |

hikes in prices
g of diesel and
cooking gas.
However, the
- government

- has ftried to
cushion the im-
pact by slashing
the excise duty

268.45 on diesel from
; 16 to 12 per cent
alcutta and cutting cus-
toms duty on

crude from 15 to 10 per cent.

Customs duty on all refined
fuels like petrol has been slashed
from 25 to 20 per cent while excise
on petrol has been halved from 32
{0 16 per cent.

The price hike is estimated to
yield about Rs 8,000 crore in a
year, while the government is tak-
ing a hit of Rs 4,000 crore in lower
customs and excise, The rest of
the Rs-12;000-crore oil pool ac- -
count gap will be covered through
oil bonds and refund of the oil
pool deposit by the government.
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Social targets not Wst%mid-term appraisal of Ninth Plan

0il price hike w

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. — The Prime Minister, Mr
Vajpayee, has expressed satisfaction about Indian econbmy main-
taining a steady economic growth in the ‘90s despite several
shocks like the East Asia crisis, post-Pokhran sanctions or the
Kargil war. Chairing the full-fledged Planning Commission meet-
ing which undertook a mid-term appraisal of the Ninth Plan, he,
however, expressed concern about the steep hike in oil prices and
urged for constant reviewing of the situation.

The mid-term appraisal points to the failure of the social and
. agricultural sector to attain the Plan-target. Though the steps to
. eradicate poverty has been effective in the past, during the last

two years the rate of poverty could not be contained as per the
target set. These trends can renew the debate on the direction of
the new economic policies when questions are being raised about
its priorities and the concern for the social sector.

The review also found disparities across the states with
Maharashtra and Gujarat registering growth rates of 8.0 per cent
each and U P, Bihar and Orissa hitting the bottom with 3.5 and 2.9
per cent respectively. West Bengal registered an encouraging growth
of 6.9 per cent. The appraisal cited several reasons for the failure to
arrest the level of paverty — low-growth in poorest states (U P and
Bihar), low agricultural growth, poor maintenance and poor rural
infrastructure. Lacklustre performance of the anti-poverty schemes
and its faulty delivery-mechanism are also to be blamed.

The Commission cited manipulation by brokers and corruption
as the bane of these schemes. The deputy chairman of the
Commission, Mr K C Pant and the Union Minister, Mr Arun
Shourie, also admitted some technical problems regarding the

' {/L /

assessment%f “iumber of people below the poverty line.The
study also finds acute drinking water problem in 40 per cent of vil-
lages during the summer. Inadequate capital formation, credit sup-
port, losing dynamism of agriculture research, non-availability of
certified seeds have resulted in the decline of the agriculture sector.

However, the study noted progress in the areas of deregulation
of industry, widening automatic approval route for foreign direct
investment, opening of insurance sector, removal of qualitative
restrictions by year 2001,and opening up of ports and airports.

On the fiscal situation, tax revenues of the Centre have lowered.
The revenue expenditure has exceeded targets, the GDP ratio of
the states remains stationary while non-plan expenditure is out of
control. The Centre and the states are running unsustainable fis-
cal deficits. Railway finance is discovered facing a crisis with the
plan investment target unattainable, and too many non-priority
projects being taken up. Growing back-log of track renewal and
modernisation of signalling fund needs to be addressed.

On a more positive note, the first three years of the Ninth Plan
registered a 6.15 per cent growth with impressive performance in
the areas of manufacturing (5.05 per cent), construction (8.3 per
cent), trade (6.1 per cent), transport (5.1 per cent), communica-
tions (14.1 per cent) and services (10.4 per cent)..

Setting the tasks ahead, the study called for all-out efforts to
double the growth rate in UP, Bihar and Orissa, boosting the agri-
culture sector increase the investment ratio to 30 per cent per
annum an consolidation of fiscal position and creation of an
investment-friendly climate to increase the foreign investment. It
also called for downsizing of the government, zero-based budget-

ing and convergence of overlapping programmes and weeding out +\,

ontlived Centraily-sponsored schemes.

ries PM
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ing, if not frustrating
times for the Indian Navy.

'Through most of the 1990s,

after the end of the Cold War,
new warship construction was
cut back, fleet strength reduced
and equipment upgradation
postpaned or cancelled in the
pursuance of that mirage of the
so-called “Peace Dividend”.

Réality in the last few years, .
Kargil, must .

especially after
have come like a douche of ice-
cold seawater for the Indian
Navy. The hard reality is that,

new. tissions and, roles for the

Navy place greater demands on
ships and personnel.

The new nuclear land attack
role: will place a heavy burden
on. it until such time as a hard-

eneéd command and control sys-

i3

" temt and appropriate technolo-

~ still be formidable but

‘ty to deliver modern,
class naval weaponry to India, .

gies are absorbed and mastered
ang naval personnel trained in

The continuing over-depen-

dence on Russia - for much of

3F3

our nayal hardware is-another
unfortunate factor as the eco-
nomic chaos there and the con-
sequent delays create an insup- .

‘portable burden on our Navy.

ussian naval equipment may
recent
events; the engine room fire on’
the Admiral Gorshkov, explo-

_sion of the Oscar-class nuclear

submarine Kursk and the
malaise of the Russian warship-
building industry, fail to gener- .

‘ate, confidence in Russia’s abili-

world-

within a tight schedule.
As’India now has to pay for
these naval purchases in- hard -

currency, Russian naval
weaponry has lost much of its

previous lustre — price and’
payment in rupee or rouble.
Under the present circum-
stances, purchases of inferior
Russian naval technology or

- Riissiah warships with little or

no.geowth potential cannot be
As a‘possible replacement for
INS Vikrant, now retired, the
Indian Navy expressed interest
in purchasing the 40,000-ton

. modified Kiev-class (Type

-1%
- Gorshh
‘present is docked in Rosta ship-

{

[»“stpteL . weapons’

'5.

!

| Indian Navy at about $7

4) gircraft carrier Admiral
v from Russia which at

Fin

yard. The Russian Nevskoye

Project Design Bureau and the
tate. ] exporter, -

Rosvoorouzhenie, have released

-details of a three-year project to

convert the ship with a ski-
jurap into a short take- ff and
arrested recovery carrier for Eaﬂe )
il
lion and $800 million. Some

ESE must be challeng- .

now has to

currency, the buying
of inferior Russian -
naval technology or
Russian warships
with little or no:
growth potential
cannot be justified,
writes
HIRAK CHOUBHURI
bargain! -

Part of the financial package,

would be the provision of the
_carrier-capable ~MiG{29K
Fulcrum (Type 9-31) fighter air-
craft, with Kamov Ka-32 Helix
anti-submarine warfare (ASW)
helicopters and Ka-31T air-

borne early warning heli-

copters. The Fulcrums would be

multi-role fighters and would
comie armed with the Kh-35-

(AS-20 Kayak) anti-ship mis-
giles in addition to its usual
assortment of air-to-air missiles.
and air-to-surface ordnance.

The Admiral Gorshkov suf-
fered a serious fire in the

" engine room in 1994 but the
.damage, while extensive, has:

reportedly been repaired. But

" fhe ship’s condition, after many
yeprs of neglect because of the

poverty of the Russian Navy, is
poor. - v
The term “rust bucket” comes
to mind while describing the
condition df this once fine war-
ship today! Conversion plans
would remove:the SS-N-12
Sandbox (Basalt P. 500) anti-
ship missiles from the forward
deck to allow a 143 degree ski-
jump for the 24 embarked fight-
ers, along with six helicopters.

A lot of hull to accommodate
just 30 aircraft! The ship’s sen-
sors and electronics would #lso
require upgrading and refur-
bishment. . .

Inevitably perhaps, the Indian
Air Force is reportedly opposing
the carrier acquisition plan on
the basis that the IAF could
more efficiently undertake mar-
itime patrol and naval strike
operations. After being divested
of most maritime responsibili-

ou
. ,bf\,o\

ties 25-0dd years ago, the Air
Force is again fighting a turf
war with the Navy.. . '

The Navy is placing high prior-
ity on its nuclear-powered sub-
marine programme, known
euphemistically as _the
Advanced Technology Vessel,
being developed for more than
20 years. The Navy leased a
5,000-ton Charlie I (INS
Chakra) cruise missile nuclear

submarine from the former -

_??wsg'let Union between 1988 and
Despite the technical problems

1 ger monkeys

and difficulties with the sulima-
rine, a decision was takep to
acquire four or six nuclear pyb-
marines from Moscow. But

- collapse of the Saviet Union put

paid to these grandiose plans
and the ministry of defence was
left with no alternative but to
speed up its nuclear submarine

rogramme. - .
It is optimistically expected
that the keel of the first ATV,
pased to a large extent on the
design of the Charlie I-class,
will be laid by 2001 or 2002, two

years after the completion of
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the land teste of its 40-38 MW

nuclear reactor. Compyhient
fabsication would be undértak-
at Vishakhapatnam but
finakassembly will be at the
Mazagon in Mumbai, the only
Indian shipyard which has
some experience in building
submarines. .

The ATV launch is optimisti-
cally planned for 2007, with the

commissioning 12 months later. -

The new nuclear submarine is:
to be armed with the Sagarikg
cruise missile, reportedly at ain
advanced stage of developmerat.

et

!
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Mxmss;hxs toh anm:.hllr

warships. -
The manufacturing process

upgraded. Modular pre-fabrica-

‘ gl 3 at
‘our shipyards meed to be

tion- methods, modern manage-
ment and precess control proce-

dures fieed to be implemented.
They would reduce time and

. eost of ship consfruction. At pre-

“gent, what we have are 19th-
- eentury shipyards inefficiently
" manufacturing 21st-century

“warships. This should not be

allowed to coptinue for too long.
The naval requirements are

. pumerous but India’s financial -

-gituation highlights the need

“for innovation and ingenuity in
; warship design.

- Warships of the future will, in."

all cases, require greater
-emphasis on protection from

» the airborne effects of nuclear,
" biological and chemical attack
.~ a foolproof citadel which ig
\neither difficult nor expensive:

to provide. With explosive over-
pressures extending to consid-
_erable ranges, the ship’s sturdi-

warhpad and is likely to fulfilim . ness through an increase in
strategic land attaclerobe.. x4 ;Vsttuctural strength requires
The indigenous naval constrime. " thoaght, Indian warships need

tion. plan is proceeding after a
fashion. Building of the 6,700-
ton Delhi-class guided missile
destroyers (DDG) and 5,000-ton
Rrahmaputra (modified Goda-
vari) class guided.missile
frigates (FFG) are on. Both are
large and expensive warships
and their construction is taki

a long time. Although bath
these classes of ships are well
.armed, their slab-sides and
spiky superstructures do not

‘to be both cost. and combat
effective. Ultimately, you get
what you pay for! As the adage
goes, if you pay peanuts, you
get monkeys! Our politicians
and bureaucrats at the MOD
shoud bear that in mind while
fund{lg the armed forces.

“(Theauthor is a professional -

engimer, who comments on.

defeng-related maﬂerﬁ/

endow these ships with the

stealthy, radar echo reduction
characteristics which will be de
rigeur in 21st century naval
warfare. : _ '
All these programmes show a
fascination for large and expen-
sive warship programmes.
Inadequate effort is being made
to integrate sunrise technolo-
gies such as containerised
weapons’ fitment, vertical
launch missile systems, inte-
gration of weapoh systems
within a stealthy ship’s struc-
ture, high-quality electronic
sensors, especially electronic
svarfare systems and on board
helicopters for both ASW and

. over the horizon missile target-

ing, lightweight propulsion sys-
tems and improved shipboard
damage control systerns.

All these are having a revolu-
tionary impact on contempo-
rary’ warships. Far more
research needs to be conducted
on hull shapes (long, narrow.
hull vs short, wide bull; single
hull ve catamaran or trimaran
hull) for future Indian naval

|



_V(ﬁéi court
fines and4 v
frees Rajal

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTEUR
BANGKOK, OCT3 . 4
-

A Bangkok disttict court today
fined underworid don Chhota Ra-
jan 500 baht ($12) for providing
false information to Thai immigra-
tion officials and granted him free-
dom, court officials said.

Rajan, alias Vijay Kadam, who
was severely wounded in a gang-
land-style shootout on September
15, appeared in tourt on a hospital
| bed. He thanked the court for his

freedom, and said he had “faith in
Thailand’s judicial system.”

After the judgment, Rajan was
immediately driven to Bangkok’s
immigration department on Tues-

day afternoon to see if they would

take further measures to block his
departure from Thailand. Thai im-
migration police have tried to pre-
vent Rajan from leaving the coun-
try on the claim that they want t
deport him to.India, where he al-
legedly faces several charges in-
cludingmurder.

Rajan has said he wishes to

" leave Thailand for a “third coun-
» try” immediately, as he fears for his
life in Bangkok. ;

4

INDIAN EXPRESS

‘.”' )
4001 20



dream, to bid for A

2atan Tata may fulfill JRD

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELH!, OCT5

THOUGH the gj)up’s plans
still remain a bit in the air, Tata
Group chairman Ratan Tata on
Thursday announced that the
group plans to fulfill JRD Tata’s
dream, as it were, and bid for Air
India — JRD started Tata Avia-
tion which later became Air India
in 1948, and the group had a 25 per
cent stake till it was nationalised in
1953. “Iwish he was with us,” a visi-
bly moved Tata said.

The Tatas propose to lead a
consortium which will bid for Air
India, and said they will hold the
majority stake in this consortium
— while a foreign airline will be a
partner, it will hold a minority
stake. Who this will be is still not
clear, though, naturally enough,
the Tatas are baving discussions
with Singapore, Airlines and a cou-
.ple of other airlines. Is Virgin a

~ possible partner? ‘None that cause
concern about the geo-politiond sit-

.| . uation in India!’ was Tata’s tofgue-
/| incheek reply.

Thata said that while the foreign
partner would be given control

Going after a drean

over operations in the venture —

why else should they be there? —

the Tata Groupwould be the dom- -

inant partner in the venture.

Tata said he didn’t see an air-
line joint venture having the same
kind of problems that several In-
dian firms including his have had
in the past. IBM, for instance,
wanted full control of the joint ven-
ture with the Tatas, as did Mer-
cedes. ‘In these kind of ventures,’

Tata argued,“the technology came

embedded with the product.”

* problem area — in,the past, sev-

* have enough funds to put inwhen

e give details of how the group

ir India
© |

That, howeeér} ck)es not apply to
an airline.
Funds, Tata agreed, couldbe a

eral joint ventures have collapsed
since the Indian partner didn’t

the organisation grew. “I thi
funds are an issue — and Indi
nancial institutions will haveAo be

mally bidding fo

planned to finance the purchase if
theywon the bid .
He-said the group found the
Air India opportunity very exciting
since there was a huge gap in the
demand for seats and that avail-
able. While the total demandisfor
around 12 million seats per an- |
num, all global airlines who flew to [
India met just around half of this. |
Qh yes, thanks to the way Air ‘
India has been run down over the ;
years, Tata does fly Air India so \
times even now, though
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report on Ma

dshma all

Kin’s 6 5-cr ‘due

ENS & PTI “achievement week’ ' cele-
LUCKNOW, OCT 20 Qi A L/ brated on oompletlon of ond year
of NDA government, and to par-

UNION Informatlon and ticipate in two day state executive
Broadcasting Minister Sushma committee meeting of the party,
Swaraj today said she has sought  beginning Saturday.
comments from the officials of her Talking about future pro-
ministry regarding media reports  grammes of her ministry, Swaraj
that a firm, owned-by the family  said a new Doordarshan channel |
members of Union Information would start functioning from
Technology Minister Pramod Ma- ~ Guwahati on December 23 next
hajan allegedly owes -

Rs 6.5 crore as dues
to the Prasar Bharti.

“I came to know
of the issue only.
through media re-

da was going
on.” She expressed

ports and have al- confidence  that
ready -sought the granting of industry
comments of the of- status to the film
ficials of my ministry world would help
in " this regard”, improve the stan-
Swaraj told news- dard of entertain-
men here. ment programmes.

In reply to a “There is immense
. question, scope - in

3 further ac- world and

tion could be taken only after re- itisregarded asone of the upcom-
ceiving the report from the con-  ing industries.” On the achieve-
cemned officials. Media reports ments of the NDA government at
have suggested that Integral Pro-  the Centre, Swaraj said for the first
ductions, in which Mahajan’s wife ~ time, international community, in-
and son have major financialinter- ~ cluding US and Russia, supported

" ests, owes Rs 6.5 crore to the India’s views on terrorism. “It is a

Prasar Bharti. Swaraj is here in ~major victory of India’
connection with BJP’s ongoing policy,” shesaid. |

reign
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Small is not beaugful

IT IS not only the problem of who will swear’in t\‘p Chief
Ministers of the new states which requires a solutioy as the
November deadlines of their formation draw near. Evep more
bothersome is the factional infighting that has surfaced in the
various parties as the aspirants vie for the top post. The first
problem has arisen because the Constitution empowers only
the Chief Justice of a High Court to give the oath of office to
the Chief Minister. But since the new states do not yet have
High Courts, sticklers for legal propriety are puzzled as to who
will do the job. Clearly, this is not an insurmountable difficulty. '
But what will queer the pitch is the kind of demands that are
being made by the parties and individual contenders.{\\ A%

In Jharkhand, for instance, the BJP’s initial assumption that
its status of the largest party with 32 legislators in a House of 81
makes it the automatic choice for bagging the Chief Minister’s
post has been shot down by the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha’s
Shibu Soren. The latter has remained unfazed by the expected
reopening of the JMM bribery case against him (as well as
against Suraj Mandal and Simon Marandi) and is insisting on
heading the new Government. The Samata Party’s support for
him in return for the IMM’s backing of Nitish Kumar during his
brief tenure as Bihar Chief Minister means that there is a rift
on this score within the NDA. The BJP was apparently willing
to give the Deputy Chief Minister’s post to Mr Soren, but he
was not interested. It is too early to predict how the present tus-
sle will end. But what these events portend is the political and
administrative instability that is bound to plague these small
states inhabited by politicians with large ambitions.

Just as the 40-member Goa Assembly has encouraged unin-
hibited floor-crossing because the smaller number of legislators
in each party has made it easy for them to circumvent the one-
third barrier under the anti-defection law, the relatively tiny
size of the legislatures of Uttaranchal, Chhatisgarh and
Jharkhand is also bound to make their MLAs prone to horse- ‘

trading. In case there is a stand-off between the BJP and the

JMM in Jharkhand, for instance, the possibility of defections '
from the Congress and RID in favour of the most promising

candidate for the Chief Minister’s post cannot be ruled out.

Such traffic may help the cause of ‘stability’ but at the cost of

ideology and personal integrity. ’

Fears in Sr1 Lanka

IT IS a measure of Sri Lanka’s ethnic complexities that the

recent moves for an accord between the island’s two main polit-
ical formations have given rise to apprehensions among the .
minority Tamil population. Given the ruling coalition’s slim !
parliamentary majority, it will be virtually impossible for the

Chundrika Kumaratunga Government to carry out the neces-

sary constitutional changes enabling her to deliver on the

promise of greater devolution to the Tamils. In fact, during his

visit to Colombo early in the year, Indian External Affairs

Minister Jaswant Singh had impressed on both parties that

their umitual cooperation was essential in working -out a

viable solution to the ethnic tangle. But any hopes on this

score proved short-lived since both the sides started trading

accusations on their alleged contacts with the Tamil Tigers

as part of the campaign rhetoric in the run-up to the

parliamentary clections.

This time, it is the Buddhist clergy who have prevailed upon
the ruling People’s Alliance (PA) and the opposition United
National Party (UNP) to sink their differences and take a unit-
ed stand on the Tamil issue. Subsequently, UNP leader Ranil

‘ im o n P BN

THE TIMES OF INDIA.
28 007 20D



/Olﬁlota Rajan’s bloody trail

Crack down on the borderless mafia \ 0\

I-IINGSarestmmgagammMumbaJ sgang-

land. That bloody territory nolonger consists

of the bylanes and slums of India’s financial
pltalbut extends today at least as far as Malaysia in
eeastandDubmm&ew&st.Aftcrﬁeshootmgof
Chhota Rajan in an apartrient in Bangkok, allegedly
by members of the Chhota Shakeel gang, a new
round of inter-gang warfare looks highly probable.
Police ‘forces in a number of countries in the
Malaysia-Gulfstretch will have towatch out for trou-
ble. Mumbai’s cops should expect the worst. Shakeel,
who works closely with Dawood at present, has re-
portedly said the Bangkok shooting was a retaliatory
act, in part because Rajan was responsible for mur-
dering suspects in the Mumbai 1993 riots case. In
gangland, retaliation is a never-énding cycle of
killings in the course of which the lives of many inno-
cents are at risk alongside those of the gunmen, mi-
nor functionaries and innurierable hangers-on of the
gangs themselves. The major gangs have been at it for
more than two decades on the streets of Mumbai
with nothing decided and only the occasional chang-
ing of sides to mark the passage of time.

The dons may have scattered and their businesses
may have become more broad-based, but it would be
a mistake to think the Bangkok incident is a stand-
alone event. These criminals have shown time and
again they have all the human and material resources
—not tomention connections in high places—they
need to carry out their will. Even though the bosses
of major gangs have found more salubrious climes
elsewhere, Mumbai still remains the prime focus of

the mafia-type operations of the Dawodd Ibrahim,
Chhota Rajan and Chhota Shakeel gangs.¥Hundreds
in low income brackets work for them in one way or

another. Itisnot as though having been compelled to

flee Mumbai the dons have taken their rackets with
them. On the contrary, they manage to run housirig or
land grab rackets and carry out contract killings just
as well from outside India. They are entrenched in

certain areas of the city and nothing the police have at-

tempted has cleared them out.
Asfor their newfound homes, it is not in the inter-
est of any one of the gangs to invite the attentions of

the Thai or Dubai authorities, so they may stay away |

fromillicit businesses for the most part while in those
countries. They need their host countries as shelters
and hideaways and, it is believed, some have set up
legitimate businesses as a cover and for money-layn-
dering activities. They will not want to jeopardise all
that. The incident in Bangkok is unusual but not il-
logical since Shakeel’s men do not have a stake in
Thailand. The ease with which Mumbai's gangs op-
erate across several international bopders makes it es-
sential for closer coordination between the police au-
thorities of India and countries of Southeast Asia and
West Asia. The lack of extradition treaties, of course,
rakes it difficult toprosecute many of the criminals,
Dawood for one, who have settled comfortably
abroad. But the police have not been spectacularly

. successful m shutting down their networks in India ei-

ther and there is no excuse whatsoever for that. The
Rajan incident is a reminder of how much police
work remains to be done.
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AW
ask Inte
aid to get
Rajan back

By OUR SPECIAL @7 ,
CORRESPONDENT @

A

Mumbai, Sept. 18: The \a\\w
a

Mumbai police is confused
about where gangster Chhot
Rajan is following Friday
night’s shootout in Bangkok.
Rajan was taken to a hospital
in Bangkok after he suffered
serious injuries in the attack.

Subsequently, there were
reports that he escaped fr
the government hospital, chat-
tered a plane and fled to
Malaysia. However, there are
many missing links to the var-
ious theories and reports
about what happened to
Rajan after the shootout.

“It is just not believable.

How could he have escaped
from the hospital?” a joint
commissioner of police asked.

Meanwhile, joint commis-
sioner (crime) D. Sivanandan
said: “We are still working on
various leads. We have no def-
inite information now.”

The Mumbai police, which is
barely coming to grips with a
near total information black-
out, is baffled that no confir- 4
mation is available yet about
Rajan’s presence in Malaysia.

Sources close to the gang-
ster’s family have denied hav-
ing spoken to him. Rajan’s
wife Kusum has not been able
to get in touch with him
because alt his mobile phones
and the satellite phone have
been switched off.

" What is certain however and
this is confirmed by senior
Inteltigence Bureau officials in
Mumbai, is that both gangs
are releasing selective infor-
mation, which is often mis-
leading.

“Rajan would not want
Shakeel to know his where-
abouts. It is unlikely that he
will declare that he is going to
Malaysia and be a sitting duck
. there,” an Intelligence Bureau
officer said. Shakeel, on the
other hand, has done his bit
by saying that Rohit Verma —
¥ Tum to Page 2

THE ASIAN ACE

re sie 200



i As prives peak. —.consimmption climbs... ...import bill balloons

THE OPTIONS

.

-

"Advyo313l AU

5-20% oil price-rise range

Gas & kerosene

face the brun

FROMR.SASANKAN

New Delhi, Sept. 22: Oil ison the
boil and the fat is in the fire. Bar-
ring a last-minute hitch, the Vaj-
payee government is expected to
finally bite the bullet and raise pe-
troleum prices across the board,
threatening to stoke passions in
hearth and home and road rage by
angry commuters.

Anticipating resistance from
certain partners of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), prin-

cipally Chandrababu Naidu’s Tel-

ugu Desam Party, the government
is trying to douse passions by
seeking to minimise the burden
on the common man through are-
duction in a range of levies on pe-
troleum products.

However, the TDP can turn the

hugely unpopular move into a .

burning issue as it is not in the
government. It had protested
against the price rise last Septem-
ber.

The hike this time will be
across-the-board and not steep as
is being recommended by the offi-
cials.There is a deliberate move to
minimise the rise in diesel prices
to rein in inflationary pressures.

With petroleum and natural
gas minister Ram Naik opposing
a steep increase and the finance
ministry agreeing to reduce du-
ties, there is a strong possibility
that the hike will be kept within
the range of 15-20 per cent. The
maximum increase is likely to be
in prices of LPG and kerosene.

The government has been
claiming that the subsidy on LPG
is over Rs 160 per 14 kg cylinder.
As it is considered a fuel of the
rich and the salaried class, there
is a strong lobby within the gov-
ernment opposing subsidy. Politi-
cians remain unconvinced and re-
luctant to incur the wrath of this
influential class.

Petroleum ministry officials

y -\

(7/ m\ 1
have recommendefl a minimum
hike of Rs 50 per cylinder. But the
increase may be only Rs 25-30.

The precise nature of duty re-
duction is unclear. The finance
ministry is unlikely to agreetoa
customs duty cut on crude. Indi-
cations are that it will snip excise
duties, particularly on diesel,
which accounts for nearly half of
petroleum consumption.

The government had slipped
in implementing the Cabinet-ap-
proved subsidy reduction both-for
LPG and kerosene.This makes it
that much harder to achieve the
objective of deregulating petrole-
um products by April 2002. The
government is likely to raise the
price of kerosene by Rs 2 per litre
as it is used mainly for adulterat-
ing other petroleum products.

A large portion of the
kerosene sold through the public
distribution system finds its way
to retail outlets for adulteration.

Even at prevailing interna-
tional prices, there is no justifica-
tion for increasing the petrol
price. But the public perception is
that it is a rich man’s fuel, even
though two-wheelers are widely
used in cities and metropolises by
the lower middle class. Politically,
it does not seem feasible to leave
the petrol price untouched.

The prospect of a petroleum
price rise convulsed the stock
market today as brokers dumped
shares, sending the sensex tum-
bling 224.83 points to 4032.37.

Qil prices eased on world mar-
kets with tHe London Brent crude
down 16 cents at $ 32.57 a barrel as
dealers waited for President Bill
Clinton to decide whether or not
to release emergency stockpiles.

The slight fall held little com-
fort for the Vajpayee government
struggling to clamber out of a
hole created by the mounting oil
pool deficit which has risen to
about Rs 9,000 crore.

|

|
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/ DEFLATING THE CARTEL MINDSET

IS THE WORLD being driven inexorably into an-
other oil shock? Oil prices until last week seemed
to point to a crisis brewing with Brent Crude re-
aching a price of $35 per barrel without an appar-
ent indication of any tespite. Both the IMF and
the World Bank holding their annual summit at
Prague appear to have taken note of the precipi-
tous climb in oil prices but with little indication
of how the three-fold rise in crude prices in two
years would hurt the global economy. “The
World Economic Outlook” released by the IMF
last week, while beiﬁg cautious about the outlook
for oil prices, has, by no means, taken the high
prices as being irreversible. Rather than succumb
to the fatalistic resignation to whatever decisions
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) adopts with regard to output and
thereby to the preferred price range, the interna-
tional community ought to act in concert so that
a few “rogue’’ members of the OPEC do not hold
the oil-importing countries to ransom. If, as anal-
ysts perceive, the economic dislocation arising
from the stratospheric levels of crude prices will
only be marginal for the industrialised countries,
there is no reason why the international commu-
nity should not seek to protect the interests of
developing countries which cannot afford to sac-
rifice their trudging pace of economic develop-
ment under the pressure of an unreasoning
cartel called the OPEC. The Finance Minister, Mr.
Yashwant Sinha, has rightly brought up the
threat which the ten-year-high price of crude oil
poses to the durability and sustainability of the
growth momentum in the developing countries.
His suggestion of an institutional mechanism to
review oil prices in the framework of an overall
demand and supply situation, bringing pro-
ducers and importing countries together, may
not represent a quick fix to the current situation
but is sufficiently strategic to send warnings to
oil-producing countries that machinations of the

oil cartel will be effectively countered through
international pressure. \)

The decision of the Clinton administration
to release 30 million barrels of oil from the coun-
try's Strategic Resexrves over 30 days to douse the
high crude prices, with all its palitical partisan
overtones, on the eve of elections, cannot but
send a strong message that the surge in oil prices
must and can be reversed, for the strong reason
that the sharp eruption of oil prices in recent
months has had more to do with greater cohe-
sion among the OPEC members than any phe-
nomenal increase in the demand for oil. As the
Trade and Development Report 2000 of the UNC-
TAD points out, most oil-exporting countries rec-
ognise that a prolonged spell of very high prices
would prove counter-productive and could even
lead to an overall global contraction in demand.
As the UNCTAD looks at it, the pre-September
OPEC commitment to a price range of $22-26 per
barrel will probably materialise during the sec-
ond half of the current year. '

The communique put out by th Jlr}terna-
tional Monetary and Financial mittee
(IMEC) of the IMF on Sunday seems to confirm
the perception that oil-producing countries will
soon respond to the legitimate concern of the
international community about the need to stem
the price rise. While an immediate consensus on
what is a reasonable price may be difficult to
arrive at, the communique clearly suggests that
oil-exporting countries concede that the current
price level is not sustainable. For ail his abrasive
postures, Mr. Saddam Hussain might soon have
to eat humble pie and come to terms with a mod-
eration in crude prices not only because Saudi
Arabia will whip up its spare production capacity
but other oil-producing countries will begin to
see reason. The fact that the OPEC accounts for
38 per cent of the global supply of crude cannot
be lost sight of.




\

BY PERPETRATING A series of massacres in dif-
ferent regions df Jammu and Kashmir — the toll
at the last count was 90-plus — the terrorist
groups opposed to the Hizbul Mujahideen’s cea-
sefire initiative have proclaimed their intention
to thwart the peace process at any cost. From the
aggressive responses of these outfits, mostly
backed from across the border and manned by
foreign mercenaries, to the Hizbul offer it was
clear that they would resort to some reckless at-
tacks in an attempt to make it difficult for the two
sides to hold the ceasefire. Going by the scale and
spread of the escalated violence and the earlier
rocket attack on an army camp killing six men,
the administration and the security forces do ap-
pear to have been caught off guard. At the mini-
mum they should have known that the militant
elements would go in for soft targets, and with
the pilgrimage to the renowned Amarnath shrine
currently on, could there be a softer target than
the hordes of pilgrims trekking it to the holy spot?
Over 30 persons were killed in the attack on the
Pahalgam base camp. In Anantnag district, some
25 labourers drawn from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh were gunned down in two
other no-less-barbaric episodes.

The savage killings have rightly been de-
nounced in the strongest of terms by every seg-
ment of political opinion in this country and
elsewhere which sees in the Hizbul Mujahideen’s
initiative and the Government of India’s positive
response a valuable opportunity to restore peace
and work for a negotiated political settlement in
the troubled State. Notably, the HM leadership
has, true to its changed frame of mind, con-
demned the massacre as ‘“‘non-Islamic”. Of pro-
found significance from the standpoint of
international pressure against ‘cross-border’ ter-
rorism is the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s
shared concern over the dastardly attacks and his
reported promise to the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to speak to Pakistan’s leader-
ship and “‘do everything possible to contain such
activity”’. The tenor of Mr. Clinton’s ready re-

| o .
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sponse to the development squares with™ the

widely-held perception that the rather sudden
and recent sequential peace moves on the Kash-
mir front have a lot to do with subtle and not-so-
subtle nudges and proddings at the personal lev-
el or through the diplomatic channel of the track
two variety. Predictably, the Vajpayee regime has
drawn much comfort and satisfaction from the
American President’s ‘supportive’ remarks.

Without in any way discounting the poten-
tial of genuine American pressure on Pakistan's
ruling military establishment, it needs to be said
that what matters on the ground is essentially the
effectiveness of the strategy the Centre adopts to
meet the challenge posed by the pan-Islamic mil-
itant groups and frustrate their attempts to sabo-
tage the peace initiative. If evolving ground rules
for the ceasefire is in itself quite a task, adhering
to them is, by any reckoning, a very tricky busi-
ness, given that the cadres owing allegiance to
alien sources of authority and having absolutely
no stakes in the State are numerically as strong as
the HM. There is the distinct possibility of the
HM cadres also being picked for attack by these
predominantly mercenary groups for having ‘be-
trayed’ the cause of ‘jehad’. It was just as well that
Mr. Vajpayee and the Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, came out categorically in Parliament that
there was no question of the Government being
cowed down by the pressure tactics of such sub-
versive elements and abandoning the peace ini-
tiative. For this assertion to hold ground, the
Government and the security forces would need
to evolve a viable arrangement that serves the
objective of honouring the ceasefire commit-
ment vis-a-vis the Hizbul cadres without in any
way lowering the guard against elements that are
hell-bent on derailing the peace process. The ex-

" tent to which they succeed in this undoubtedly

delicate task — and this of course calls for coop-
eration and understanding from the HM lead-
ership — will determine "whether the peace

initiative survives the preliminary test. \/
i i
i
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MOSCOW, AUG.\15. The Russian President, Mr.
today said his country valued
and was proud\of the close relations of part-
nership with India on the occasion of its 54th
Independence Dyy.

In his messages to the President, Mr. K.R.
Narayanan, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, copies of which were re-
leased to the media, Mr. Putin said Indo-Rus-
sian relations were based on the
“concurrence” of fundamental national and
geopolitical interests of the two countries.

He also called for developing cooperation
with India in all fields “for the benefit of the
two nations and in the interests of global sta-
bility and security.”

Mr. Putin said that in the new millennium,
the Indo-Russian cooperation and strategic
interaction would remain a weighty factor of
international stability and security and ex-
pressed the hope that his coming summit talks
in October in New Delhi with the Indian lead-
ership would help in moving ahead in this di-
rection.

The Indian community gathered here at the
embassy to attend the unfurling of the nation-
al flag by the Ambassador, Mr. Satinder Kumar
Lambah. Schoolchildren from the Kendriya
Vidyalayas sang patriotic songs.

People of Indian origin in Washington today
celebrated country’s Independence Day with
traditional flag-hoisting at the Indian Embas-
sy, followed by taking part in the community
events.

In the absence of the Ambassador, Mr. Na-
resh Chandra, who is in Los Angeles as an
invitee to the Democratic Party convention,

the flag was unfurled by the Deputy Chief of
Mission Ambassador, Mr. T. P. Sreenivasan.

After reading out the Independence Day
message from the President, Mr. K. R. Naraya-
nan, Mr. Sreenivasan said this year was signif-
icant in the Indo-U.S. relations especially
when the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, is
arriving here on a five-day state visit on Sep-
tember 13.

In Tokyo, the Indian Ambassador, Mr. Sidd-
harth Singh, who hoisted the Tricolour, said
the Japanese Prime Minister, Yoshiro Mori’s
visit to India next week could “refashion our
relations and develop a strategy for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century which we can to-
gether address.” Japan used the occasion to
congratulate India on the success of its demo-
cratic institutions and free market economy.

A privately circulated government briefing
on Japan-India relations said that the Prime
Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, acknowledged
that “India along with Japan, ASEAN, and Chi-
na was now at the core of Asian growth”.

Former Foreign Minister and the Chairman
of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP},
Dr. Taro Nakayama, in a statement, praised
the Indian diversities and high-level technol-
ogies which were attracting the world.

“Japan and India could work together bilat-
erally and internationally on fronts like glob-
alisation and information technology,” he
said.

In Beijing, the new Indian Ambassador to
China, Mr. Shivshankar Menon, hoisted the
national flag as Indians joined the celebra-
tions.

Reports of celebrations also poured in from
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Indian Missions in Hong Kong and Shanghai
where Indians gathered at the Consulate Gen-
eral and heard the President’s message.
Indian children sang patriotic songs at the
Indian High Commission premises in Dhaka
after the High Commissioner, Mr. Manilal Tri-

pathi, unfurled the national flag and read out |

the President’s address.

In London the Indian High Commissioner
to U.K,, Mr. Nareshwar Dayal, hoisted the na-
tional flag and hosted a reception. Members of

Indian origin were henoured with the Videsh

Samman during the Independence Day cele-
brations.

India was proud of its achievements in vari-
ous walks of life. Despite severe constraints, it
remained upbeat and  confident, Mr. Dayal
said.

He later hosted a reception which was at-
tended by Lord Swaraj Paul, chairman of the
Caparo group, Mr. John Spellar, the British
Armed Forces Minister, Barry Gardinar and Si-
mon Hughes, MPs, Baroness Shiela Flather
and other prominent citizens.

As many as 12 persons of Indian origin were
honoured by Mr. Dayal with the Videsh Sam-
man for their contribution in different fields.

The recipients included Lord Bhikhu Pa-

rekh, Gautam Govindlal Bodiwala and Suresh

Kamal Khanna, both CBE.

Others who were honoured are Sibdas 3

Chakrabarti, Jagdish Chander Chawla, Mo-
hammed Surur Hoda, all OBE, Dilip Kumar
Joshi, Malur Lakshman Hemantha Kumar,
Jagjit Singh Taunque, Jagdish Rajput and Am-
rit Kaur, all MBE and Councillor S. P. Sharma.
— PT1
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1C’s time to reach out to

Muslims, says

‘Indiscipline will not be tolerated’

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies
NAGPUR: New BJP president
Bangaru Laxman on Sunday cau-
tioned partymen against machina-
tions of the opposition and assert-
ed that there was a need to rework
the party’s relationship with
Muslims to fill the space vacated
by the Congress and other parties.

“The BJP has not yet become
the preferred party of governance
in the eyes of the people,” Mr
Laxman, who took over as BJP’s
first Dalit president, said in his
presidential address to the nation-
al council which began its two-day
session here.

CHANGE OF GUARD

ure to secure Muslim votes. He
admitted that though Prime
Minister Vajpayee was popular
among Muslims, “they tend to
keep away from the BJP.”

Deploring tendencies like fac-
tionalism and power-oriented
activity among partymen, Mr
Laxman said, “There is no denying
the fact that we have let many
deviations and deformities to
creep into our organisation.”

In a speech marked by sharp
criticism of the indiscipline affect-
ing the party, he warned activists
down the line against “hankering
after the loaves and fishes of
office.” “Where

About Mus- these have been
lims who have | @ Negative campaign against allowed to grow
stayed away | BJP must end, says Laxman unchecked, the
from the BIP, he | g pp hopes differences with RSS party has had to
said “The party | wiihe overcome suffer grievous
has not made setbacks,” Mr
sustained efforts | ® Bold reforms in infrastructure, 1 [ axman said. He
to reach out to | Power needed cautioned that
Muslims in a bid © traits like

to weaken the influence on their
minds of the sustained negative
propaganda of our adversaries.”
Mr Laxman said, “We have
somehow taken it for granted that
our party will not receive any sig-
nificant support from them. This
" preconceived approach has not
helped our party either. We cannot
afford to allow this situation to
continue. If we do so, we shall be
hurting our own future prospects
and Muslims will continue to be
used as vote-banks by our adver-
saries.”

The BJP leader said that in
keeping with the Chennai declara-
tion, the party needs to thoroughly
review 1ts existing relationship
with minorities consistent with its
resolve to strengthen Indian
nationhood.

He attributed the “less than
expected success” in the 1999 Lok

Sabha electiM the party’s fail-

“groupism and lust for power
among leading activists of the
party” went against its basic tenets.

The new president’s remarks
on indiscipline acquired signifi-
cance in the context of the recent
instances of some senior party
functionaries  speaking out.
After party MP Uma Bharti’s
abrupt decision to  resign
from Parliament; senior leader
Sushma Swaraj assailed the gov-
ernment on its failings on the
Kashmir front.

Mr Laxman said, “If we are not a
disciplined party, we had better not
be a party at all; we should put
down these tendencies mercilessly.
I want to make it clear that indisci-
pline will not be tolerated.”

The BJP president said there
was a need to examine the root
causes of such tendencies and
called for drawing a line for this

purpose.

500

L

axian

BJP conclave okays

disinvestment drive
NAGPUR: Ignoring criticism from
the sangh parivar, the draft eco-
nomic resolution before the BJP
national council on Sunday
endorsed the NDA government’s
steps on public sector disinvest-
ment with the caveat that it should
be transparent and called for bold
reforms in infrastructure sectors
like power and roads.

Speaking on the resolution,
which is likely to be adopted on
Monday, Union finance minister
Yashwant Sinha refuted criticism
on disinvestment saying it was
being resorted to for toning up the
performance of PSUs and debt
servicing. He asserted that no
international organisation would
be allowed to interfere in the gov-
emment’s economic policies nor
would they be permitted to take
over the economy.

A day after facing flak from
some senior leaders on certain
aspects of economic reforms pur:
sued by the government, at the
national council meeting, the reso:
Intion said, “The efforts to make
our PSUs commercially viablc
brook no delay... Disinvestmen
is an instrument for transforming
one set of assets —many of whicl
have sadly become unbearabl¢
drains on public exchequer —intc
more productive assets and of redi-
recting the state’s role in the econ-
omy.

“It is an imperative of the time.
The party, therefore, endorses the
steps the government is taking
towards disinvestment.
Simultaneously, it calls upon the
government to ensure that every
step in the process is transparent,”
it said, adding the interests of
workers should be protected and
that public sector “continued to
have an effective presence in
strategic sectors. °7)
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KS since it was made public that
the responsibiity for safety at all the installa-
tions of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre will
no longer be with the Atomic Energy Regulatory
Board, there has been no satisfactory explana-
tion for why this decision was taken and there
has been no indication that the new safety

1 mechanisms will perform their tasks effectively.

The constitution of an “Internal Safety Commit-
tee Structure”’ within BARC is of a piece with the
existing indifference to the need for completely
independent regulation of nuclear facilities in
the country. At present, the agency in charge of
safety (the AERB) comes under an organisation
(the Atomic Energy Commission) whose chair-
man is also the secretary of the body (the De-
partment of Atomic Energy) which oversees the
very units that the AERB is supposed to monitor.

By law the AERB is mandated to regulate
safety in all nuclear facilities in the country. One
reason that has been given for the decision to
strip the AERB of some of its powers is that
secrecy is essential in the manufacture of nucle-
ar weapons and as it is the BARC facilities that
will be involved in assembling the constituents
of the Indian nuclear arsenal, the AERB could
not remain in charge of safety at both the civil-
ian and weapon facilities. This explanation does
not wash since all that was required to ensure
secrecy was to equip the AERB personnel with
the necessary security clearances. The fact is
that even before the recent separation the AERB
was never given the permission it needed to
monitor all the BARC facilities — yet another
sign that the AERB has never been truly inde-
pendent. The second reason that has been given
is that a separation of the regulation of the
weapon from the power components is the
practice in the nuclear weapon states. True, in
the U.S. the Nuclear Regulatory Commission

~ WHITHER NUCLEAR SAFETY? W\V

regulates the power industry while the Defence
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) over-
sees the weapons facilities of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DoE). But the similarity
between the U.S. and the new Indian situation
ends there. The internal committee of the BARC
will be manned by personnel from within the
organisation. But the DNFSB comprises experts
from outside. At present, four of the five mem-
bers of the DNFSB have never been formally
associated with the DoE’s weapon facilities. In
other words, the conditions for true independ-
ence exist in the U.S. while their absence is built
into the Indian system. Moreover, the DNFSB
holds public hearings and its communications
with the weapons laboratories and facilities are
available for public scrutiny on the Internet.
Since even the AERB has never undertaken any-
thing like a public hearing, it is impossible that
the BARC safety committee will even think of
doing so.

Effective and independent regulation of the
BARC facilities is of crucial importance since
some of these installations are more than two
decades old and therefore need close monitor-
ing. Since the Government is going ahead with
the weaponisation programme, the strain on
the BARC'S facilities will only increase. The
BARC'’s own safety record has not been a very
satisfactory one, the most well-known accident
taking place in the early 1990s when pipes carry-
ing radioactive fluids burst within the BARC
campus. The manner in which the decision to
further emasculate the AERB has been taken al-
so does not inspire much confidence that safety
will be a very high priority in the drive towards
nuclear weaponisation. The decision was taken
with a DAE office memorandum in late April but
it was not made public until a month later.
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Check rising cult of violence,

Narayan

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 12

PRESIDENT K. R. NARAYANAN
today expressed concern about “low-
ering of the tolerance level” in the
Indian society and asked Governors
to “play a crucial role in upholding
India‘s traditional heritage of a tol-
erant society.”

Making a veiled reference to
recent inter-religious tensions, the
President told the Governors' con-
ference on its opening day that they
must exercise their "harmonising
influence” in keeping normalcy. Not only was there
lesser tolerance, the country also was faced with the
"emerging cult of violence,” he said.-

The two-day conference, being attended by 25
Governors and three Lt. Governors, discussed the law
and order situation in different States today.

Vice-President Krishan Kant, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and several key Union Ministers
were also present. The conference has been convened
after a gap of three years,

Mr Narayanan said the country had progressed in
various fields but there were "certain fissiparous and
disharmonising forces” which had crept into the sys-
tem and were "having a retarding influence.”
Outlining the Governors' role, he quoted Mahatma

'“\.

Q™

"HE HINDUSTAN Tpa

n tells Governors,

andhi to say that the Governors
*must be an all-pervasive moral
influence in their provinces."

The President said the answer to
the law and order problem lay in
economic and social development of
the people.

The fruits of development must
percolate down and reach the com-
mon man so as to promote the "total
good of the society."

Referring to the special responsi-
bilities entrusted on the Governors
by the Constitution, the President
asked the Governors to make all
possible efforts towards the upliftment of the disin-
herited and the poor.

Towards this endeavour, he stressed the need to
mobilise grassroot level activism and to promote
decentralisation of efforts.

Several Governors referred to the problems faced by
their States from trans-border terrorism, smuggling of

"weapons and ammunitions, drug-trafficking, infiltra-

tion of subversives and illegal immigration, and spread
of religious fundamentalism.

They said there was need for. coordinated Centre-
State efforts to fight the problems, besides mod-
ernising the security apparatus. The Governors said
there was need to expeditiously resolve long-standing
inter-State boundary disputes. Picture on Page 12
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City ﬁélice seeks Chhota Raja

o By S. Balakrishnan and Somit Ser( IX\
€

- MUMBAL: The Mumbai police has urged t
Centre to persuade the government of
Thailand to help bring underworld don Chhota
Rajan to Mumbai. Chhota Rajan and his ace

! hitman, Rohit Verma, were shot at in Bangkok

on Friday evening by members of the Chhota

Shakeel faction of the Dawood Ibrahim gang.

While Verma died on the spot, Chhota Rajan

was grievously injured and has been admitted

to a hospital in Bangkok.
Speaking to this newspaper on Saturday,
joint police commissioner (crime) D.

Sivanandan said, “We have written a letter to
the Centre stating that Chhota Rajan is wanted
in several criminal cases in Mumbai and that he
should be brought here. Unfortunately, our
country does not have an extradition treaty
with Thailand and hence the Union govern-
ment will have to use its good offices to bring
Chhota Rajan to India.”

A supervisor at the Smitivej Hospital in
Bangkok said Vijay (the name under which
Chhota Rajan operated from Bangkok) was in
the intensive care unit. “We can’t say anything
about his condition at this stage,” she said.

Apparently, the gangster has received bullet

s extradition

wounds below the chest. The Thai police are\ d\ refeliated by killing several of Chhota

ref)ortedly present in full strength at the hospi-
tal at the request of the Indian government.
The security is aimed at preventing a second
attempt on Chhota Rajan’s life and also at
blocking his escape after possible recovery.

However, the local police is clueless about
the identity of the killers. But Chhota Shakeel
told this newspaper over the telephone, “I had
sent my boys to Bangkok to kill Chhota Rajan.
I will not rest until he is eliminated.”

Sources said Verma'’s wife, Sarita, and two-
year-old daughter also sustained bullet injuries
in the attack. Sarita has also been admitted to
the ICU at the same hospital.

According to police sources, ever since

Chhota Rajan broke away from Dawood

Ibrahim after the Mumbai serial blasts of March
1993, the latter has been trying to kill him. But
Chhota Rajan had not only outsmarted the
Dawood gang by frequently shuffling bases
between Kuala Lumpur, Melbourne, Hong
Kong and Bangkok, but had even got some key
lieutenants of the Karachi-based don killed.
Among Chhota Rajan’s prize catch was Sunil
Sawant, alias Sautya, and Dilshad Beg. Sautya
was shot dead in Dubai, while Beg was gunned

*down in Kathmandu a few years ago. Dawood

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Rajan’s financiers, including a builder from
Cherbur. Dawood was even said to be plan-
ning o eliminate a key leader of the Shiv Seka
who i} believed to be close to Chhota Rajan.

However, there was a lull for a while, with th
rival gangs quietly trying to win over each other’s
key operatives. Chhota Shakeel had opened a
line of communication with Mohan Kotian, the
right-hand man of Chhota Rajan. But the latter
swung into action quickly and had Kotian
bumped off by Verma near Bangalore a couple of
years ago. Chhota Rajan also tried to forge a front
with Abu Salem, who had drifted away from
Dawood following the rapid elevation of Chhota
Shakeel in the hierarchy of the D-company.

The flashpoint, however, came when a few
months ago, Chhota Rajan ordered Rohit
Verma to kill Ashraf Patel, who was allegedly a
big-time financier of Dawood and an alleged
cricket match-fixer. “It was Patel’s murder that
made Dawood even more determined to gun
down Chhota Rajan. The task was assigned to
Dubai-based Chhota Shakeel, who is one of the
more intelligent lieutenants of Dawood,” a

olice official said.

‘Chhota Rajan’s death wili mean the end of

his gang’, Page 5 -/-




The Times of India News Service C)

PATNA: An Alliance Air Boeing-737 crashed
here on Monday killing 55 people, including 51
on board. The plane hit a row of houses and
burst inta flames minutes before it was to land in
clear weather at Patna airport. Four persons
were killed on the ground.

Three women, two children [
and all six crew members were
among those killed. The crew
included three women.

Seven passengers, including
two women and a child, sur-
vived the crash.

The flight (CD-7412), with
46 passengers bound for Patna
and six for Lucknow, besides
the crew, took off from Calcut-
ta en route to Delhi at 6:50
a.m. and crashed into a build-
ing when it was just two km
away from the airport at 7:30

p.am.
Civil aviation minister
Sharad Yadav, who rushed to
the crash site, told newsper-
sons that the black box of the }!
plane had been recovered and
the communication between air traffic control
(ATC) at Patna airport and the pilot, Captain
Sohan Pal, before the crash had been traced.

“There was no emergency report from the
ATC to the pilot,” he said.

The seven survivors and some local residents

injured in the crash were admitted to Patna -

Medical College hospital where the condition of
a fewwas stated to be serious.

Among the survivors are Pramod Rajgarhia
and Ketan Rajgarhia (both women) and
Prachi Rajgarhia (child), Rajiv Smgh Rana,

with ground control.

7-30 am: Alliance Af( Boging737 takes 2
360 degree turn near Patna Airport, during
landing, pilot checks altitude

The plane loses
controi and wobbles
while turning and
begins to drop.

P U\Jllll\/tl’ s ALGALL VA NNrey -

PN.Bopanna and Bharat ungta.

Mr Yadav said the pilot of the ill-fate plane
contacted the ATC and sought its permission to
take another round when the aircraft wa§ flying
at a height of 1,500 to 2,000 feet aboye the

ound.

Suddenly, the plane lost contact with the ATC

and started descending, grazed a neem tree and
then crashed onto a row of government flats in
the vicinity of Raj Bhavan and the state secre-
tariat, he said.

Forty-nine bodies, including those of two pi-
lots and four crew members, have already been
extricated from the debris.

Mr Yadav announced a judicial inquiry head-
ed by a sitting judge of the Patna high court and
said he would send the request for the inquiry to
the chief justice of the court.

The departmental inquiry led by
director general of civil aviation H.S. Khola

45 passengers, b crew
members and 3 people
on the ground dead

. fire 100,

4 Breaks into 4 pieces hefore settli

Hits a nesm tree breaking one of its wings,
then grazes on top of three single storied
government guarters.Trees and buildings catch

o killed as Alllance Air plar

has already begun.

Mr Yadav said visibility at the time of the inci-
dent was “quite clear” and there was no me-
chanical failure.

He announced that the civil aviation ministry
would give an ex gratia payment of Rs 7.5 lakhs
to the dependents of each of those killed in
the crash, while Rs 35
lakhs would be given to the
injured, who are being flown
to Detlhi for treatment at the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences.

The aircraft, which orbited
twice over Patna airport,
could have been at a lower
height during the second or-
bit before it crashed, civil avi-
ation secretary A.H. Jung
said.

“Though at no point of
time was any problem indi-
cated during conversations
between the pilot and the
ATC, it is possible that the
aircraft may have lost height
or (the pilot) misjudged,” Mr
Jung told newspersons.

Mr Jung said the aircraft which crashed was 20

'years old.

“The aircraft is of 1980 vintage,” he told
newspersons in reply to questions. Alliance Air,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Indian Airlines,
owns 12 737-200s, including this plane. The aver-
age age of these 12 aircraft is about 18 years, avi-
ation industry sources said.

The mandatory life-span of the Boeing 737-
200 planes is about 15 years and the Seattle-
based Boeing company had stopped building
these aircraft about 15 years ago, aviation
sources said.

ina
massive billow of smoke and fire. Rescue

3 and fire engines find it difficult to reach the
1 area because of crowded and narrow lanes.
Army is called out to disperse crowd and
assist rescue operations.

58 people - 52 passengers,
members - hoard 3 2/ -uld Altiance
Air Bowing 737 Flight D 7412) from
Caleutla at 658 am tound for Delly
via Patna and Lucknow.
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@ July 17, 2000: A Boeing 737 carrying 52 pas-
sengers and six crew members crashes near
Patna airport killing over 50. The Alliance Air
flight was on its wey to Delhi from Calcutta
with stopover at Patna and Lucknow, when it
crashed into residential blocks,

® March 7, 1999: Twenty-fwo persons were
‘killed when an IAF AN-32 crashed at
Pa(gankalau near Indira Gandhi International
(1GI) airport in Delhi, v

@ January 11, 1999: Eight persons lost their
lives when an Indian Air Force Avro crashed
at Arakonam Airbase near Chennai. i
@ July 30, 1998: Nine persons were: kille
when g Dornier aireraft crashed minutes after
take off from Naval Airport in Kochi,

® November 15, 1997: Minister of State for

Defence VN Somu and four others, including
senior Army officers, were killed when their
helicopter crashed into snow-covered moun-
tains near Tawang in An Pradesh,

@ July 3, 1997: Two perjons were killed when
2 cargo Fokker F-27 craghed in Mumbai, -
® December 24, 1996: Twenty-two Army per-
sonnel on board IAF Avro aircraft were killed
when the aircraft crashed in Prakasam district
of Andhra Pradesh. ‘

@ November 12, 1996:. Three hundred and

- fifty one persons were killed in'the biggest air
" tragedy in recent times when two aircraft, a

Saudi Arabian Airlines Boeing and a Kazakh

“Airways aircraft, collided in mid:air near

Charkhi Dadri, Haryana.

THE HINDUSTAN TiME,

"«VThe chronology of major air disasters in India

@ April 26, 1993: Fifty-six persons were killed
when an Indian Airlines Boeing 737 crashed at |
Aurangabad, L

® March 25, 1991: Twentysfive persons were
kilied when an IAF Avro crashed near
Yelahanka, Banfalorc.

@ February 14, 1990; Ninety-two persons were
killed when an Airbus 320 crashed at
Bangalore airport.

@ December 15, 1989: A Vayudoot plane
crashed near Pune leaving 11-dead, = -~ =
® October 19, 1958: As many as 131 pedple
were. killed in 2 Boeing-737 crash near
Ahmedabad.

@ October 19, 1988: 35 persons were killed
when ‘a Vayudoot Fo
Guwahati.

er crashed near }
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NEW DELHI, JULY 2. The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, today artnounced the setting up of a special
fund exclusively for financing projects aimed at
curbing the population growth. The Planning Com-
mission would provide a seed money of Rs. 100
crores for the fund. Contributions can be made by
the industry and others and would gci income tax
rebate.

The Prime Minister announced the setting up of
an ‘“empowered action group”, attached to the
Union Health Ministry, to formulate area-specific
population control programmes. The group would
lay emphasis on States “lagging behind in contain-
ing the population growth to manageable limits and
which will account for nearly half the country’s pop-
ulation in the next two decades”.

The focus would be on Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa, which are ex-
pected to account for 55 per cent of the country’s
total increase in population during the next 20 years.

The group, Mr. Vajpayee said, would concentrate
on involving voluntary agencies, community orga-
nisations and the panchayati raj institutions and
would, among other things, explore the possibility of
expanding the scope of social marketing of contra-
ceptives to make them more easily available.

By P. Sunderarajan

Spemal Yvnd f&' populatlon projects

The Prime Minister made the announcements at
the day- long maiden meeting of the National Pop-
ulation Commission, which was set up on May 11 to
coincide with the country’s population crossing the
one-billion mark and to quicken the process of pop-
ulation control so that the population stabilised by
2045.

The meeting was attended, among others, by the
Leader of the Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, the
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Mr,
K.C. Pant, the Chief Ministers of several States, cap-
tains of industry and eminent persons from differepi.:
walks of society. It decided that the release of funds
for various population control programmes should
be linked to performance, determined by incremen-
tal increases in key indicators.

The Centre would clear all arrears due to the States
under the family welfare programme by March 31,
2001, and an additional Rs. 150 crores would be pro-
vided either through re- appropriation or as extra
fund for supplies and equipment. Task forces and
working groups, consisting of members of the pop-
ulation commission, would be set up for ‘primary
and secondary education in relation to population
stabilisation’, mainstreaming of the Indian systems
of medicine and homoeopathy, and methodology
for greater involvement of civil society.

Another report, pictures: Page 11
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People’s efforts, ideas, "

P

contrlbute to leadershlp,
says Magshygsay winner \

The Times of India News Service

JAIPUR: Rajasthan-based 50-year-
old Magsaysay award winning so-
cial activist Aruna Roy wanted the
$50,000 award to be given to her or-
* ganisation rather than her.

" A former Indian Administrative
Service (1AS) official, Ms Roy has
decided to set up a trust with the
award money for Mazdoor Kisan
Sangathan (MKSS), the organisa-
tioh with which she is associated
with.

Ms Roy studied at Delhi’s
Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan and at In-
draprastha College and joined the
1AS with the Union Territory as her
cadre in 1968. She gave up her
plush job to join her husband
Bunker Roy, famous for his Tilonia
project, as a full-time social worker.

She “dissociated” herself from
the Tilonia project in 1983 “as I
wanted to start my own organisa-
tion”.Tilonia in Ajmer district re-
mained her home and she would
visit the sleepy village often to join
her husband. The Roys have built a
small house there.

Bunker Roy was away in Ger-
many, but he knew the honour was
coming his wife’s way. Roy had set
up the Social Work Research Cen-
tre at Tilonia in 1973,

She lives in a small house at Dev
Dungari. Navrati Devi and Chunni
Singh are her constant companions.
The MKSS runs grocery shops in
three villages on a one per cent
profit concept.While the activist is
thankful to the Ramon Magsaysay
Foundation, Roy would have liked
the award to have “come to the
MKSS rather than to an individ-
ual”.“When recently\I got a phone
call from Manila announcing the
award,” she said, “I told them I was
hesitant to receive it as an individ-
ual. I asked them to give the award
to the MKSS, as what ever she
achieved was due to a “collective
effort”.

But the Magsaysay Foundation
insisted that “I should receive the
award as an individual”.

She said, “My fellow workers de-

ided that I should receive the

ward as an individual. My co-
worker Chunni Singh, who is.
known as ‘Robinhood of Dev Dun-
gari’ where the MKSS is based, will
go with me to Manila to receive the :
award”.

“I thought political action out-
side a political party is necessary to
bring about social change. Social
work and development process
would follow the social change and
that’s how I devoted myself fully to
the MKSS,” said Roy.

“I would like to say that this hon-
our really belongs to the many ex-
ceptional but ordinary people with
whom I have had the good fortune
to work in Dev Dungari in Ra-
jasamand district. It is not possible
for any one person to bring about
socio-political change,” said Roy.

“Leadership should be redefinec
to include the collective efforts oi
ordinary people and the ideas they
generate in a country like India
This has been one of the outstand
ing lessons of my 25 years of work
in rural Rajasthan,” she pointec
out. .

She said, “I owe my ideas to the
clarity of others and with the peo
ple who confront injustice witl
fearlessness and equanimity”. He:
marathon effort yielded fruit wher
she joined the men and women of
Sohangarh village in Rajasamand
district and managed to get 25
hectares of land belonging to the
local people from from the local ja-
mindar. This was about a decade
ago and since then she never
looked back.

She made “right to information”
a people’s related movement and
success came her way when the Ra-
jasthan vidhan sabha passed the bill
of right to information three
months ago.

“Now my struggle is to get the
bill implemented in letter and spir-
it. I see this award as a recognition
of those ideas and an opportunity
to take the struggle forward to-
wards the realisation of long
dreamed of changes,” said Roy.
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NEW RELHI, JULY 26, [t was a day of
celebXation all right, but every
functibn commemorating the
Kargil Victory Day was pep-
pered by memories of the body-
bags that kept reaching the cap-
ital last summer from the
theatre of war in those hostile
heights. Where the valiance of
the soldiers gave the nation a
reason to hold its head high,
their supreme sacrifice weighed
heavy on every mind.

Delhi, being the nation’s cap-
ital, was the centre of the cele-
brations which began early in
the day at India Gate where the
President and Supreme Com-
mander of the Defence Forces,
Mr. K. R. Narayanan, led the na-
tion in paying tribute to the Kar-
gil heroes.

Among the dignitaries to offer
tributes at the war memorial
were the Vice-President, Mr.
Krishan Kant; the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee;
the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes; the Chief of the
Army Staff, General V. P. Malik;

| the Chief of the Naval Staff, Ad-

miral Sushil Kumar; and the
Vice-Chief of the Air Staff, Air
Marshal P. S. Brar.

The day being high on sym-
bolism, the wreath-laying cere-
mony at India Gate also saw
MI-8 helicopiers — used in Kar-
gil — do a fly-past over Rajpath
followed by the Jaguars in a
“one- man missing formation”
with one aircraft less to register
a pilot’s homage to the slain he-
ro. Though the spotlight shifted
from India Gate to the lawns be-

- hind — where the Kargil Vijay
" Diwas exhibition was thrown

open to the public by Mr. Fer-
nandes shortly after the wreath-
laying ceremony — it returned
to the war memorial in the eve-
ning when the Prime Minister lit
a candle to symbolise the “eter-
nal flame that burns in every
brave heart”.

Before the evening function,
the Prime Minister also made a
cultural offering to the nation
and its brave soldiers by inaugu-
rating a cultural programme —

a mixed bag of poetry, dance
and music — at Siri Fort Audi-
torium.

With Mr. Vajpayee returning
to India Gate around eight p.m.,
the historic war memorial — yet
to bear the names of the soldiers
killed in Kargil — once again be-
came the centre of activity; only,
this time 1,000 children and 500
soldiers lined up along the
stretch leading to the war me-
morial also joined him in light-
ing candles as did many people

‘Flame that burns in every heart’

By Anita Joshua H D g

W e

VIJAY DIWAS: Five hundred and twenty two candles, one
each for the Kargil war heroes, lit in a ‘V’ shape on the
forecourt of the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on
Wednesday. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan

across the city in their homes.
In a synchronised action, the
President and the First Lady,
Ms. Usha Narayanan, lit a can-
dle down the road on the fore-
court steps of Rashtrapati
Bhavan at the designated hour.
Thereafter, the senior officials
of the President’s Secretariat lit
candles — in all 522 to mark the
official number of those killed in
Kargil — to the tune of ‘Ae Mere
Watan Ke Logo’ — in a ‘V’ for-
mation to symbolise victory.




Euro-zone economy recovering "

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JULY 27. It may be a slow-
turning tide, but the euro-zone econ-
omy led by Germany is displaying
strong signs of recovery. But the con-
sensus view in the financial markets is
the U.S. economy is performing better
still,

The euro, the common currency of
11 of the E.U. nations, as registered a
modest gain against the dollar. There
are also reports that with consumer
prices rising in Germany and France,
the European interest rates may also
rise.

Last night, the German Chancellor,
Mr. Gerhard Schroeder, presenting
the mid-term review of his Govern-
ment’s performance, said the “Ger-
man disease’”, marked by low
economic -gtowth, high unemploy-
ment and resistance to change, had
ended.

He said the country’s economic
motor had restarted and also made
warm references to Germany’s close
ties with France, the other major eco-
nomic power in the E.U. The two
countries account for a major portion
of the euro-zone economy. In both
the regions, the economic perform-
ance is rated as “satisfactory and im-
pressive” with falling unemployment
and rising investments.

Mr. Schroeder also condemned the
recent rash of “deplorable cases of
right wing activity” that has raised
fears of a new wave of intolerance and

racist attacks. He called for a crack-

down on violence against foreigners,
especially in the former East Germa-
ny. .
More than a decade after its uni-
fication and massive investments,
many regions in East Germany con-
tinue to remain deprived, with high
unemployment and it is here that xe-
nophobia has spread. The neo-Nazi
organisations continue to whip up
anti- foreigner sentiments. With the
refugee influx from East and Central
European increasing, such propagan-
da has gained popularity.

Mr. Schroeder made his most force-
ful statement yet to denounce racist
incidents which had “tarnished” Ger-
many’s image and spread alarm on
the domestic front. At his news con-
ference, Mr. Schroeder said: “I am fed
up with reading reports every day
about beating orgies by right wing
radical mobs against foreigners or mi-
norities. There is no excuse for mur-
der, manslaughter, assault or
desecration of graves — we need to
show more civil courage”.

Half way in his four-year term and
strengthened by the recent parlia-
mentary victory for his tax reform
plan, Mr. Schroeder is acquiring the
reputation as the most reform-mind-
ed post-War Chancellor.

The Germans are among the high-
est taxed individuals and companies
in the European Union. This has
tended to erode Germany’s compet-

itive edge, as companies have been
reluctant to make high capital invest-
ments. German labour costs are the
highest in the developed world with
skilled services costing between $ 35
and $ 45 per hour in certain sectors of
industry. German employers also pay
for social security benefits that are
rated as the most generous in the
Western world. WLD ;

Mr. Schroeder promised to devote
the next two years to make ‘‘Germany
fit for the century of Internet and dot-
com business culture”. The country is
modernising its archaic immigration
laws as it scouts for the services of
young technocrats, especially from
India and China in the information
technology industry. Although this
move has attracted much criticism
from rightist and conservative politic-
ians, progressive leaders and business
circles have welcomed it.

The Chancellor predicted that by
the parliamentary elections in 2002,
his Government would have created
one million new jobs and the number
of the unemployed would fall below
35 lakhs compared to the current 47
lakhs.

The Schroeder Government’s single

biggest achievement has been to re- |

form and reduce personal and corpo-
rate taxes. Germany is also trying to
end its dependence on energy suppli-
es from nuclear power plants at the
insistence of “Greens” or environ-
mentalist coalition partners.
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Best of friends turn-best of enemies

HT Correspondent
New Deihi, July 27

WY
EY SHOULD be the best of friends.
Both are sophisticated, well-travelle

lawyers who have made fortunes from the

law Both love telling stories, love the good life

and make excellent dinner companions. And

both have been on the same side in many a bat-
tle - including the fight against the Emergency.

So why are Ram Jethmalani and Soli Sorabjee

at each other's throats? Nobody seems to know.

© Sorabjee says he is astonished by the vehe-

mence of Jethmalani's attack; as far as he is con-

cerned, it is completely out of character.

After all, say Sorabjee’s friends, when the
ingilindhi government moved against
‘during the Emergency, Sorabjee
took the risk of opposing the all-powerful
Emergency-regime and appeared for
Jethmalant.

Says Sorabjee "we've known each other for 40
years. We've been on the same side. We've
fought for the same causes".

1t is not so simple, says the Jethmalani camp.
The two men may well have known each other
for 40 years but they've never been great
friends. They meet only on social occasions.
Jethmalani has never gone over for a quiet din-
ner to Sorabjee’s house. Nor has he invited

fllustration: Abhimahh

Sorabjee home.

Part of the problem is a difference of style.
Sorabjee is a diplomat by nature; a man who
likes making friends, who is well-liked and has
an extensive network of contacts. Jethmalani
can be one of the world's great charmers and an
astonishingly loyal friend but he is not a net-
worker by nature.

Then there is the difference of geography.
Despite his national stature, Jethmalani is basi-
cally a member of the Bombay bar. He made his
name as a criminal lawyer in Bombay and his
lawyer friends are still the ones he made in his

early days in Bombay. Sorabjee is a member &f
the Delhi bar, more at ease with constitution:
law.

At least one previous dispute between the two
has focussed on one of Jethmalani's old
Bombay friends: S. B. Jaisinghani. Jethmalani
wanted to make him Solicitor General.
Sorabjee put his foot down arguing that
Jaisinghani's only credentials were those of a
Jethmalani-crony. Ram gave up the battle but
he never forgot ---or forgave.

Other disputes related to proximity to the
Prime Minister. Jethmalani made various sug-
gestions for the Constitutional Review
Commission. Vajpayee listened but ultimately
went with Sorabjee’s recommendations.
Jethmalani was told that Sorabjee was poison-
ing the Prime Minister against - hence the
reference in his statement to those who have
the PM's ear.

Even so, when the explosion came, it left

- Sorabjee staggered.

How, he wonders, was he involved in a fight
between Jethmalani and Justice Anand?
Jethmalani's friends have an answer ready: the
explosion was a result of months of pent-up
anger. Ram believed that Sorabjee was turning
the PM and the courts against him. One day,
the resentment got too much, the dam burst
and the rest, as they say, is history.




e

NSIDERING THE DECISIVE manner in which
e was asked by the usually tolerant Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to put in his pa-
pers, it is perhaps natural that Mr. Ram
Jethmalani should feel mortified. That he should
have chosen to vent his spleen on the Attorney
General, Mr. Soli Sorabjee, and the Chief Justice
of India, Mr. A. S. Anand, is totally unwarranted
and deplorable. The personal accusations he has
made are nothing but an attempt to sling mud at
the two Constitutional functionaries. The whole
exercise was obviously aimed at putting a gloss
on his own patently intemperate response to the
stinging observations the Chief Justice had felt
constrained to make against him (by implica-
tion). It was his defiant posture vis-a-vis the apex
court that apparently proved to be the last straw,
prompting Mr. Vajpayee to secure his resigna-
tion in the interest of maintaining the best of
relations with the judiciary. By launching into
personal attacks, Mr. Jethmalani has side-
stepped the larger issues — related to the cardi-
nal parliamentary principle of the Cabinet’s
‘collective responsibility’ — the apex court had
raised in the context of a pending matter per-
taining to the implementation of the Srikrishna
Commission report. One is led to believe that he
has no credible defence to offer on the substan-
tive issues highlighted by the court in its adverse
comments.

Mr. Jethmalani has made three specific alle-
gations against Mr. Soli Sorabjee — that he had
tendered advice to the Hindujas who figured as
accused in the Bofors case; that he gave advice
on telecom transactions involving matters of
policy and charged heftily; and that it was on his
advice that the Government transferred the
Jayalalitha-related corruption cases from special
courts to the regular courts, an act that attracted
judicial reprimand. All these accusations have
been refuted point by point by the Attorney Gen-
eral. Against Mr. Justice Anand, Mr. Jethmalani
could just cite a “misunderstanding” over the
appointment of Mr. B. M. Lal as Chairman of the
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MRTP Commission, the bone of contention be-
ing whether such an appointment could be
made without consulting the Chief Justice. He
has also spoken of a complaint the President had
forwarded to the Law Ministry regarding a Mad-
hya Pradesh land deal case wherein the mem-
bers of Mr. Justice Anand's family are involved.
In saying that he had talked to the Chief Justice
about this just a few days prior to the apex
court’s sharp comments against him, Mr. Jeth-
malani was evidently insinuating a nexus be-
tween the two events and this, on the face of it,
appears far-fetched. In fact, he seems to be tilt-
ing at windmills when he attributes his self-in-
flicted exit from the Cabinet to a “‘carefully
orchestrated campaign” unleashed against him.

It is not unusual for the Law Minister and
the Attorney General to have divergent and even
conflicting opinions on an issue and in such
contingencies the Government has inevitably to
decide one way or the other, taking the collective
view of the Cabinet if necessary. But where the
personal equation of the incumbents of the two
offices is vitiated by mutual distrust, prejudice,
antipathy or clash of egos — as it seemed to be
the case between Mr. Jethmalani and Mr. Sorab-
jee — the entire decision-making process involv-
ing crucial points of law will inevitably become
stymied, affecting almost the entire gamut of
governance. And when one of them happens to
be a Jethmalani — a “no nonsense Law Minis-
ter” who has the ‘gumption’ to tell the Chief
Justice that he knew “his law as well as anyone
else” — the situation could become particularly
dicey. Small wonder then that the Prime Minis-
ter rightly opted for Mr. Sorabjee. The Govern-
ment has done well to disown, publicly and
without loss of time, the former Law Minister’s
insinuations against the Attorney General and
the Chief Justice of India. Where Mr. Jethmalani
has succeeded, however, is in giving the Opposi-
tion enough weapons to torment the Vajpayee
Government with for some time.
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HE WAY po]iticiam pell-

mell to the site of any disaster, be

it a rail accident or a bomb blast

or the brutal murder of civilians
by armed gangs, with reporters and pho-
tographers in tow to record their careful-
ly-posed concern, makes the blood boil.
The same sort of posturing is to be seen in
Parliament whenever we are hit by a cy-
clone, earthquake or drought. This is why
people find themselves hoping that such
crises, at least, will be kept ‘above poli-
tics’. What is required, above all, is to let
harried local officials get on with their
job; instead of adding to their problems
with all the drama, and placing on them
the additional burden of the need to ‘keep
up appearances .

But in fact such relief or rescue oper-
ations are often beyond the capability of
the local administration; they require the
quick and coordinated action of a variety
of specialised departments at a number
of different levels of the State and Central
hierarchies. In such cases, even the most
cynical and self-promoting shows of
‘concern’ do help to get things moving,
on the scale and urgency required.

To give one instance, even the most
dedicated of efforts by local officials
would be of no use to people in affected
areas if abundant quantities of water,
food or fodder are made available to them
at prices that are beyond their reach.
Droughts, cyclones and earthquakes do
indeed wreak some of their havoc by the
disruption of supplies. But a more grave
problem is the way such disasters abrupt-
ly terminate normal sources of income
for the masses, even as the realisable val-
ue of their already negligible assets drops
sharply on account of distress sales.

Supplies at least can be rushed in, at
comparatively little cost, from other ar-
eas, far or near, that have remained un-
affected. All that is required is a sense of
crisis and the gearing up of the depart-
ments concerned for quick, coordinated
action on the required scale. This is not
an easy task; but it can be done. The dis-
ruption of income sources, however, has
to be tackled locally.

/ 4Drough

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, has ordered the rushing of sup-
plies of water, fodder and food to the
drought-stricken areas; and efforts will no
doubt be made to ensure that these sup-
plies are quickly and fairly distributed.
Orders have also been issued to begin
food- for-work programmes expeditious-
ly, on the required scale. But this is an
intrinsically slow and clumsy way of
‘rushing’ across additional ‘purchasing
power' to people who have suddenly
been deprived of their usual sources of
income.

The dispersed incidence of deprivation
makes the food-for-work programmes ex-
pensive and difficult. Besides, only about

create an ‘accountability trail’, so as to
increase transparency by making the rec-
ord permanently available for perusal
with a fine comb in less stressed times.
Simply giving away relief money, in-
stead of going in for food-for-work pro-
grammes, would help critical categories
of needy people who would otherwise be
left out; would more than double the
number of people who can be helped
with any given amount of money; would
reduce administrative difficulties and
costs; would increase the transparency of
relief operations; and would greatly re-
duce the costs that are inflicted on bene-
ficiaries of food-for-work programmes —
unintentionally by some people; and de-

Simply giving away relief money, instead of going in for
food-for-work programmes, would help needy people
who would otherwise be left out.

half the relief money can be used to cover
wage costs, the rest is reserved for materi-
al and equipment. This halves the num-
ber of people you can cover, and leads to
the creation of make-work ‘roads’ that
will get washed away or blown off before
they are ever used.

Severe costs are inflicted on benefici-
aries, such as commuting to work, fore-
going alternate uses of their time, and
having to labour long hours in the hot
sun; at a time when they are already
stressed because even the scanty supplies
of water and fodder that are normally
available for their own use in summer
have dried up. And young, old, sick and
disabled people remain beyond the reach
of food-for-work programmes; no matter
how quickly and efficiently they are im-
plemented.

Why should not relief money, which is
specifically intended to be given away, be
simply given away? Accountability can be
ensured — disbursal on the spot in villag-
es in the presence of panchayat repre-
sentatives can be monitored. This can be
supplemented by a determined effort to

liberately by others, who believe that the
rich can be kept out of relief programmes
only by the deliberate infliction of pain on
the poor. ]

Though such streamlining of policy is
necessary, it is unlikely to happen in the
near future. But it would help if the Union
Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, at
least rolled back prices of essentials sup-
plied through the public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) in affected areas to pre-Budget
levels, with immediate effect.

The Government has announced that
to tide over the emergency, ‘above pover-
ty line’ (APL) families in the affected areas
would be entitled to draw rations at rates
applicable to ‘below poverty line’ (BPL}
families. It has offered no price cut for
BPL families, who are the hardest hit. It
seems that Mr. Vajpayee has, against his
better judgment, let himself be persuaded
by his administrative or financial advisors
that this would create a bad precedent,

* and make it impossible to resist pressures

for a general rollback of prices to pre-
Budget levels.

Such solicitude for the well-being of

t & deprivation

By Sudhanshu Ranade

relatively better-off people while turning
a blind eye to the suffering of the poor is
in keeping with the logic that led to the
hike in PDS prices for BPL families in the
first place. After all, the hike in PDS pric-
es, 'to reduce the burden of food sub-
sidies’, basically passes on to the poor the
costs of subsidising the rich: the costs of
keeping food prices high in the interests
of relatively rich surplus farmers; the
costs of maintaining the excessive stocks
of food that come into being on account
of high procurement prices; and the costs
of shoring up the gargantuan Food Cor-
poration of India.

An abundant, reliable and well-publi-
cised supply of food through PDS outlets
normally helps to keep prices low, by
keeping artificial shortages in check. But
passing on the above three sorts of costs
to PDS users anyway raises prices, per-
manently, beyond levels to which artifi-
cial shortages might otherwise have
raised them, temporarily.

These higher price levels now become
the new baseline with reference to which
market prices are set. In addition, the
sharp and sudden nature of the hike of
PDS prices, by something like 50 per cent,
right on the eve of the drought, is sure to
increase the room for the 'free play of
market forces’.

The Congress(l) president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, obviously, is not the only one
who has been crippled by the quality of
advice that she gets. Mr. Vajpayee too
seems to be facing serious problems in
this regard. Why else would he have put
up with such want of imagination in re-
spect of issues concerning the poor? Why
else would he have allowed the bExternal
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, to
sweep him off his feet in quest of ‘world
glory’, instead of limiting our foreign pol-
icy objectives to the cost-effective pursuit
of issues that are important to us? Why
else would he have allowed the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, to pur-
sue the disastrous policy of slowly, stead-
ily and deliberately imperilling the
security of the minorities, in order to
‘keep them in line'?



" Wheat, rice supply for
v ¢ drought-hit A.P. also

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DEIML, MAY 5. The Vajpayee Government today
formally\decided to extend Central assistance, in the
form of wheat and rice for drought-affected areas, to
Andhra Pradesh also. At present it was applicable
only to the drought-hit districts of Gujarat and Ra-
jasthan. %

Announcing thi, the Union Minister and spokes-
person of the Cabinet, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, clar-
ified that the assistance was in addition to the
normal allocation and the extra 20 kg foodgrains,
being made available to the families in the drought-
hit areas, would be at the below the poverty line
(BPL) rate, irrespective of whether the recipients
were above or below the poverty line.

Consequently, the BPL families would be entitled
to 40 kg of foodgrains at the BPL rates, and the APL
farnilies to 10 kg at the APL rates and 20 kg at the BPL
rates.

The Cabinet also decided to amend the Passport
Act of 1920, with a view to increasing the puni-
shment for illegal entry into the country to a maxi-
mum of five years imprisonment or a fine of Rs.
50,000 or both. At present, the punishment was only
upto a 3 month-jail term or fine or both. Also, the
fine amount also not specified.

It decided to withdraw the Pondicherry (Adminis-
tration) Amendment Bill, which sought to clarify
that the Madras High Court was vested with powers
to exercise the administrative control over the sub-
ordinate judiciary in the Union Territory. The Bill,

. Ja\

pending in the Rajya Sabha from 1995, was being
withdrawn as the Law Ministry, after a detailed re-
view, concluded that by virtue of the interpretation
by the Madras High Court, the original legislation —
Pondicherry (Administration) Act — already provid-
ed for the vesting of such powers in it.

The Cabinet also approved the signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding with France for cooper-
ation in highway transportation. The MoU is
expected to help in the Government project to up-
grade the national highway network with private
sector participation.

It was decided that the State Trading Corporation
import 50,000 tonnes of rice from Myanmar for dis-
tribution in the northeast. The proposal was de-
signed to further cement relations between India
and Myanmar, without imposing any extra burden
on the exchequer as the landed price would be the
same as the domestic price.

The Cabinet approved a proposal to amend the
Protection of Human Rights Act to ensure that em-
ployees of the National Human Rights Commission
got the benefits of the Fifth Pay Commission with
retrospective effect and to provide 9.2 acres of de-
fence land in Secunderabad to the Army Welfare
Education Society for establishing a dental college.

The meeting also decided to take on lease three
additional transponders from Shim of Thailand at a
cost of Rs. 40 crores and reintroduce in Parliament
the Semiconductor Design and Layout Bill, after in-

corporating amendments as suggested by a parlia-
mentary comimittee,

YA
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Histary must ot be allowe repeaf isolf

THE chronic (ﬁought-prone districts of Kalahandi, Bolangir |
and Koraput continue to suffer from ontinued neglect
despite the existence on paper of a KBK prgrammenReports
suggest that the current heat wave has triggered a'gevere
drinking water crisis raising the spectre of & other calawily.
The worst months have begun and it is time Navin Patnaik’s
government took a major initiative to ensure that history does
not repeat itself in an area where more than 3,000 lives were
lost in 1998. Obviously the administration is yet to bestir itself
even when traditional water sources are drying up and there
is not enough water for drinking. It is not enough for the
administration to “apprise” state headquarters or complain of
lack of funds. Navin does not distinguish himself by pointing
an accusing finger at his predecessors. The people of the
region have been taken for a ride first by the JB Patnaik gov-
ernment that had extracted a promise of a massive develop-
ment programme from Narasimha Rao and then by Giridhar
Gamang who was expected to demonstrate a special concern
for the tribal belt. Both turned out to be false hopes.
Fortunately, non-governmental organisations have entered
the scene to create a new awareness. A Western Orissa
Development Council has been set up mainly under political
pressure. But there is always the reality that politicians have
their own constituencies at heart. This is precisely the reason
why there is scepticism that Kalahandi will receive the atten-
tion it deserves. A citizen’s forum has petitioned the PM to
shift the KBK project headquarters from Bhubaneswar which
is about 500 km from the disaster zone. This sounds reason-
able enough. In any case, the chief minister should ensure
that political rivalry does not come in the way of coping with a
tragedy that is largely man-made. He has a point to prove.
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«+ We are 1 billion

By Gargi Parsai
v bargl W<

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. The countdywn
has begun for the one-billiopith
child —— officially —— to \be
born at the Safdarjung hospital
here. The United Nations Pop-
ulation Fund has sponsored a
‘function’ to mark the arrival of
the one billionth baby. Two or
three babies are to be born at the
appointed hour of 12.56 p.m. at
this hospital. Whoever arrives on
time shall become the focus of
world media attention.

Earlier the United Nations had
bestowed on India the distinc-
tion of turning one billion in Au-
gust last. But, later, the timing
and the calculation arrived at by
the Registrar General of India in
1995 was accepted by the world
body and May 11 was earmarked
as the day when India turned a
billionaire in terms of popula-
tion.

Tomorrow, the Deputy Chair-
man of Planning Commission,
Mr. K.C. Pant, will announce the
setting up of the National Pop-
ulation Commission, to be head-
ed by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee. The Pop-
ulation Commission shall be set
up at the Planning Commission
premises for better inter-sectral
coordination.

The day is marked with func-
tions and seminars to focus on
issues of population stabilisa-
tion, reproductive and child
health, gender equity and sus-
tainable development.

“It is time for reflection. The
situation is grim but if we behave
responsibly we can overcome.
But if we delay, things can go be-

New-born babies in a Mumbai hospital on Wednesday even as
India is set to cross the 1 billion population mark. — PTi

can overtake China’s by 2050. In-
about 16 million people,
ivalent to Australia’s popula-
on, every year.

Editorial on Page 12

yond control,” the Family Wel-
fare Secretary, Mr A.R. Nanda,
told The Hindu here. e

The projection is that if “noth-
ing is done” India’s populati
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ONE BILLION
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INDIA 1S NOW a country of one billion people. If
current trends continue, India will in 2045 over-
take China as the most populous country in the
world only after which will the population stabil-
ise. The world has moved a long way from con-
sidering large populations as a major cause of all
sacio-economic problems to one that sees pop-
ulation stabilisation as an important objective
within a larger set of goals encompassing an im-
proved quality of life and an expansion of oppor-
tunities for all citizens. The problem with India’s
population policies in the past has been that the
interlinkages between women's empowerment,
child survival, maternal mortality, public health
and population growth were recognised only be-
latedly. As the country uses the occasion of cross-
ing the one billion threshold to increase
awareness of population issues, it is worth asking
what went wrong in the past.

India was the first country in the world to
adopt population stabilisation as an explicit na-
tional goal. But India also has the dubious repu-
tation of having pushed through ‘forced
sterilisation’ during the Emergency, an act that
rivals China’s one-child policy in its assault on
people’s rights and also set back the national
family planning programme from which the
country is yet to recover. Over the decades the
rate of growth of India’s population has fallen as
improvements have been made in infant and
maternal mortality and the availability of repro-
ductive health care services has expanded. But
the progress has been too slow to warrant com-
mendation and there have been wide regional
variations. Moreover, there are worrying signs in
recent years of even a retrogression in some im-
portant areas. The States of Kerala and more re-
cently Tamil Nadu have shown what a
combination of policies to improve the status of
women (in health and education), provide rela-
tively better public health services and expand
reproductive health services can do to lower fer-
. tiljty rates. At the other end are the ‘BIMARU’

7£tyes of nprth and east India where all socio-

~
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economic variables wom/against an improye-
ment in people’s well-being. The result is that tie
national fertility rates, female literacy, infa
mortality and a host of other economic and
health indicators that influence the growth and
well-being of the population are far below goals
that had been set for 2000. And as public health
programmes suffer the effects of expenditure
cutbacks by the Central and State Governments,
there are indications of a deterioration in peo-
ple’s health. In 1998, for perhaps the first time
since 1947, the national infant mortality rate
showed an increase — instead of falling from its
abnormally high levels.

The Government has now formulated the
more rounded National Population Policy 2000
which has as its immediate target the attainment
of the replacement fertility rate of 2.1 by 2010.
The approach is inter-sectoral — covering health,
education and social programmes — and re-
quires the involvement of Government and non-
government organisations from the local com-
munity upwards. An expansion of the availability
of contraception facilities is an important instru-
ment of the NPP 2000, but no less important is
the recognition it accords to reducing infant
mortality and raising the age at which women
marry (possible only with the spread of educa-
tion and an expansion of opportunities for wom-
en). Incentives to local bodies and individuals for
better care of the girl child, promotion of school-
ing and a lowering of infant mortality and birth
rates form an integral part of the policy — with-
out the threat to use disincentives which in the
past has never worked in any way. The country
has learnt to its bitter cost that an exclusive use of
administrative measures on ‘family planning’
neither addresses the concerns of the people nor
contributes to stabilisation of the population.
Whether the new policy will succeed where oth-
ers before it have failed depends now on the Gov-
ernment agencies at the Centre, State and local
levels as also the numeraus NGOs which are now

- active in the field.
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/ ‘Virtual bandp

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 11. Claiming “virtual bandh” in ¥ix
States and a ‘favourable response” in rest of the

country to its call for a general strike today, leaderspf

the National Platform of Mass Organisations
(NPMO) today asserted that the intensity of the mass
action had shown the ‘“depth of crisis facing the
country” and the Government should learn a lesson.

Fifty six mass organisations participated in the to-
ken strike to protest the “‘anti-people, economic, in-
dustrial and labour policies of the NDA
Government”. In West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Trip-
ura, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala, it was claimed that
normal life was disrupted as all industrial, educa-
tional and commercial establishments remained
closed and surface transport off the roads.

Demonstrations and dharnas, protest marches
and human chains, road blockades, picketing at fac-
tory gates and railway crossings, wearing black badg-
es and working under protest or largescale
absenteeism from banks and Government offices,
gate meetings and distribution of leaflets — all con-
stituted the day’s massive action plan.

“Response was more than expected,” said jubilant
NPMO leaders. Consisting of apex Left and central
trade unions, the NPMO members said that people
spontaneously joined the strike and expressed their
anger against the “saffron misrule.”

Railways and airlines services were affected in Ker-
ala and West Bengal while work in banking and in-
surance sectors came to a standstill in several States.
The strike was reported to be “complete” in several
districts of Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Harya-
na, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur.

Minor incidents of violence were also reported
from Delhi, Pondicherry and Bihar where workers
were prevented from entering factories. A similar
strike was held in December 1998. But the Govern-

x States

ment’s “refusgl to take note of the mountmg dis-
content among the masses against its policies” led to
today’s mass action.

Buoyed by the success of today’s strike, the NPMO
has decided to convene a meeting soon to heighten
the struggle against the Government policies and
decide on the next course of action.

Trade unions owing allegiance to Congress-affil-
iated INTUC and RSS-affiliated BMS stayed away
from the strike. Non- Congress leaders and members
of 18 Opposition parties in the Parliament staged a
dharna as a gesture of solidarity to the workers’
strike.

“Vulnerable sections of the population today are
facing problems and challenges owing to the mis-
placed policies of the present Government,” they
said highlighting the issues of steep hike in prices of
essential commodities, growing incidents of attacks
on dalits and minorities and procedure adopted for
disinvestment of PSUs without proper re-evaluation.

Total strike in Calcutta
Our Special Correspondent reports from Calcutta:

Normal life was paralysed today as the call for
strike by the leftist trade unions evoked total re-
sponse in Calcutta and the districts. No untoward
incident was reported.

Shops, business establishments and educational
institutions remained closed and vehicular traffic
was off the roads. Attendance in government offices
was thin.

"The strike was total and peaceful,” the Chief
Minister, Mr.Jyoti Basu, said. The strike was called by
the leftist organisations against what they said the
BJP government’s "’ anti-people’ policies.

Banks and financial institutions also remained
closed. Work at the Calcutta and Haldia ports was
affected.

CHE 1 INEL
i PN

i My

" MOy (0



“100-member panel will

review population policy
(\\' \  The Times of India News Servlce\’l‘

NEW DELHI: Call it a symptom of the natipnal
addiction to being in the family way or the ultimate
irony of overpopulation: With 100 members, the
newly established National Commission on
Population is, quite literally, bursting at the secams.

Even as India’s billionth infant was born on
Thursday amidst squalls of official concern, the gov-
ernment ‘delivered’ its mammoth commission to
“oversee and review implementation of population
policy”. The commission will be chaired by the Prime
Minister, with K.C. Pant of the Planning Commission
as his deputy.

Billionth baby is a bonny girl

NEW DELHI: A baby girl, born at 5.05 a.m. on
Thursday at the city’s Safdarjung hospital, was sym-
bolically selected as the one billionth baby of the
country.

Aastha is the second child of Ashok and Anjana
Arora, residents of Najafgarh in South-west Delhi.
Fair, with a mop of hair and weighing 3.1 kg she
becomes sister to four-year-old Munna. The father,
Ashok, works for a car accessories’ shop. ()

Among those who will provide inputs will be nine
Union ministers, chief ministers of all the states, lead-
ers of the opposition in the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, presidents of leading political parties, mem-
bers of Parliament, NGO representatives, health pro-
fessionals, academics, writers, doctors, mediapersons
and, of course, bureaucrats. Some of well-known
members are Sharmila Tagore, Shabana Azmi, Vinod
Khanna, Quarratulain Haider, Alyque Padamsee and
Ratan Tata.

When Mr Pant was asked to explain the reason for
such an “overpopulated” and heterogeneous com-
mission, he said, “If such people are included, the pro-
jection of ideas (for population control) will be bet-
ter.” As for the size of the commission, Mr Pant said,
“It means to involve the whole country. There is rep-
resentation for states, political parties.. If you want it
to be a national effort, it is a good way.”
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m/ N\ The Sahayog affair ~_~

By Rajeev Dhavan

AHAYOG IS an orgamsanon work-

ing on ‘AIDS’ education in the Ku-

maon Hills of Uttar Pradesh. In

September 1999, it published a
pamphlet called ‘AIDS aur Hum’ (AIDS
and us) which described sexual acts expli-
citly. It also portrayed, what it, perhaps
wrongly, believed to be the licentious so-
cial sexual practices of the area. For seven
months, nothing happened. Then, all hell
broke loose. By April 20, 2000, fuelled by
both politics and anger, Sahayog’s offices
in Almora and Jageshwar were attacked.
Members of the Uttarakhand movement,
who had themselves been victims of out-
rage, joined the merciless chorus of in-
dictment. Little was done to protect
Sahayog. Instead, 11 staff members and
some trainees of Sahayog, who had noth-
ing to do with the publication or its after-
math, were arrested — five for ‘breach of
peace’ and six more substantively for ‘ob-
scene publications’ and ‘public mischief’.
After this, nothing was easy for Sahayog
or its workers. The Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate increased the bail amounts for the
breach-of-peace arrestees to make it
more difficult for them to be ‘bound over’
on their own recognisance. The Almora
Bar Association announced that no one
should represent the accused; and jeered
at the four courageous lawyers who did
so. On April 22, a show cause notice was
issued to the organisation. An apology
and withdrawal of the pamphlet by Sa-
hayog on April 26 was of no avail — even
though this was the equivalent of a self-
imposed forfeiture order. Faced with this
kind of pressure, on May 1, the applica-
tion for bail was rejected for the alleged
offenders. Then, needless public humili-
ation was added to the brazen denial of
civil liberties. On May 4, the four men in
judicial custody were handcuffed and pa-
raded with medieval cruelty through the
market along with the women.

Instead of being released the remaining
six (including five staff and a visitor), who
were accused of substantive offences,
were remanded to judicial custody. High
Court proceedings continue. But there
was no respite for the social worker activ-
ists. The Union Minister, Mr. Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi, who comes from the
Kumaon areas, spoke publicly and angrily
against Sahayog and asked for strong

Kumaon is in ferment not because of Sahayog’s
pamphlet, but because of the region’s prime political
importance. The impending creation of
Uttarakhand makes it a political prize.

measures to be taken against them. A su-
pine administration obliged. On May 9,
the National Security Act was invoked on
Jasodhara Das Gupta (Secretary), Dr. Ab-
hijit Das (Coordinator), Ms. Subita Shah
and Mr. Surendra Dhapola (both Sahayog
staff). All of a sudden, respected activists
were treated as goondas, porn- pushing
criminals and, to top it all, a security risk
and threat to the nation — after being
handcuffed, humiliated and jailed.

This sequence of events must give us

accused might abscond, tamper with evi-
dence or is accused of a serious offence.
None of these conditions exist. The activ-
ists continue to languish in jail.

Third, the seven-month-old pamphlet
on AIDS may have ruffled sensitivities,
but the ‘breach of peace’ was by the pro-
testers who attacked Sahayog’s premises,
intimidated the staff and made them feel
like hunted animals in a lynch-mob at-
mosphere in which neither the police nor
the magistracy acted with fairness.

pause. In 1996, the then
Chief justice of India, Mr.

Fourth, the local Bar

LAW AND SOCIETY scems to have forgotten the

Venkatachalaiah, incisive-
ly observed that “(t)he quality of a na-
tion’s civilisation can be largely measured
by the methods it uses in the enforcement
of its criminal law”’. By this test, Mr. Joshi,
the State of Uttar Pradesh, the Kumaon
officials and the leaders of the Uttarak-
hand movement fail miserably. They have
been uncivilised. Everything they have
done is contrary to law on at least six ma-
jor counts.

First, let us take handcuffing. In 1980,
the Supreme Court (speaking through Mr.
Justice Krishna lIyer) categorically prohib-
ited handcuffing unless there was a clear
and present danger of violence or escape.
This was reiterated in several cases in-
cluding a remarkable case from Assam in
1995. In 1996, the Supreme Court indict-
ed police and judicial officers of Punjab
and Madhya Pradesh of having violated
its general directions on handcuffing. In
the Sahayog case too, the police and the
magistracy of Uttar Pradesh have violated
civil liberties and committed contempt.

Second, the rule is ‘bail not jail’. In the
‘breach of peace’ cases, it is difficult to
comprehend why the Magistrate did not
follow the routine procedure of releasing
the detenus on their own recognisance.
Instead, the surety amount was in-
creased. There was little reason to deny
bail to those accused of ‘obscenity’ and
‘public mischief’. The Supreme Court de-
crees that bail is to be denied only if the

long line of cases — includ-
ing the Bihar Blinding’s cases (1979), Kha-

tri (1978) and later cases — which not
only guarantee a right to legal services but
repose a proactive duty in the state and
providers of legal aid to ensure that legal
services are available to all — especially
to those who are arrested and incarcerat-
ed. For a Bar to deny such legal services,
and jeer at the lawyers who did provide
them, is in the worst traditions of civil
liberties lawyering and violative of the
Bar’s ‘conduct of ethics’ rules and its con-
stitutional obligations.

Fifth the ‘obscenity’ charges seem over-
written. Everything that is in bad taste
and hurts sensitivities is not obscene.
From at least 1951, there are several deci-
sions of various High Courts which pay
due attention to the need for not just
medical education but also sexual educa-
tion. In 1970, the Allahabad High Court
stressed the importance of family plan-
ning and sexual education as along as it
did not become pornographic.

The dividing line is delicate — even
more so in Hindi and its colloquial var-
iations (as is amply demonstrated by so
many legal aid pamphlets on rape and sex
offences). In the Sahayog case there was
no calculated pandering to the prurient
interest, no intent to hurt social sensitiv-
ities and no commercial exploitation of
sex. On the contrary, there was an apol-

ogetic withdrawal of the pamphlet, pre-
cisely because its authors contritely
agreed they had made a mistake in their
use of language and in the description of
local sexual relationships.:

Sixth — and, this is the crowning insult
to civil liberties — there was the preven-
tive detention order under the National
Security Act (NSA). The administration
seems to have gone overboard to please
Mr. Joshi, who thundered on this subject,
and the members of the Uttarakhand
movement, who have tried to make polit-
ical capital out of these incidents. The
NSA is meant for terrorists, smugglers
and goondas. Even against them, it is to
be sparingly used. Ironically, according to
cases successfully argued by the Union
Law Minister, Mr. Ram Jethmalani, pre-
ventive detention has a protective due
process of recall and review which the
U.P. authorities have not chosen to use.

In the Sahayog cases, the detentions
must be cancelled. The activists released.
The charges withdrawn. The peaceful and
beautiful region of Kumaon is in ferment
not because of Sahayog’s pamphlet, but
because of its prime political importance.
The impending creation of the State of
Uttarakhand, which is to be carved out of
Uttar Pradesh, makes it a political prize.
Apart from his ancestral links with the ar-
ea, Mr. Joshi recognises this as a power
base.

The leaders of the Uttarakhand move-
ment are no less ambitious for profile and
power. There is a considerable flexing of
political muscle — no less from the BJP
Governments in Lucknow and Delhi. The
result is the scapegoating and humili-
ation of Sahayog which has gracefully
withdrawn its publication and apol-
ogised. The Uttarakhand movement
which were brutally treated by the ad-
ministration in its struggles seems to have
forgotten Brecht’s evocative advice that
those who fight for kindness must them-
selves be kind. They should strive in Sa-
hayog'’s favour, not against them.

Every little blow to civil liberties hurts
democracy. Every political misuse of
power is despotic. Every activist who is
needlessly jailed is a martyr. But, is this

the shape of things to come ir?d{?z/
/
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IN PATNA AND ANAND
SOONDAS IN LUCKNOW

May 19: As politicians scam-
pered to distance themselves
fr-om the “hijack” of an Allia-
nece Air flight by a group of
MIPs, it came to light that the
imcident is not without prece-
dent.

On May 12, some MPs from
_ Bihar forced a flight from Delhi
to skip Lucknow andfly toPatna.
Indian Airlines officials said
po-wer-drunk politicians often
play havoc with routes and sche-
dules. “In the past two years, it

ticia

FROM TAPAS CHAKRABORTYEE has happened three times,” said

a senjor airline official. “We
don’t know the exact dates when
it happened because, after com-
plaints from airline officials
were not addressed the first time,
we didn’t bother much about it.”
He blamed the government’s
“heavy intervention” in the air-
line’s functioning for the sorry
state of affairs. “Neta log bahut
shor machate hain, kya karen?
(Politicians create a ruckus, what
can we do?)” the official asked.
The Alliance Air plane on a
Delhi-Lucknow-Patna-Calcutta
hopping flight was to have taken
off from the capital around 6 pm,

S vxith

.0
but passengers say that 27 M
from Bihar insisted that the ai
craft be first flown to Patna. The
had their way after civil aviation
minister Sharad Yadav ordered
the airline to “drop them (MPs) at
Patna first and then go wherever
you want to”. The plane finally
took off at 10.15 pm and landed in
Patna around 11.30 pm, after
which it went to Lucknow.

The MPs sought to blame Delhi
airport authorities, saying the fli-
ght was delayed without any expl-
anation, Prabhunath Singh, Sam-
ata Party MP from Maharajgunje,
who, according to passengers, was
the leader of the “hijackers”. said:

S “We had an important meeting in

Patna. So we decided to take the
flight to Patna first with Sharad
Yadav's permission.”

But sources in Patna said no
meeting was slated for May 12.
“Neither the Congress nor the
RJD nor the NDA had fixed any
meeting,” they added. An airport

employee, who was on the air-

craft, scoffed at Prabhunath’s stat-
ement. “The MPs were dozing.
They were talking of Bihar's neg-
lect, not of any meeting,” he said.
Union water resources minis-
ter C.P. Thakur, also on the flight,
said it had rained in Delhi that
evening, but it was not heavy

enough “to postpone the takeoff”.
“Prabhunath demanded an expla-
nation and wanted to talk to Sha-
rad. When the minister arrived, it
was too late for the plane toland in
Lucknow as there was heavy traf-
fic there. So he asked the plane to
be taken to Patna.”

But officials are wondering
how Sharad allowed the aircraft to
land in Patna at 11.30 pm, well past-
the security deadline. M.P. Modi,
deputy general manager, Patna
airport, said air traffic control
had told Delhi that if the plane
had to be brought to Patna, it had
to be done early. “But our sugges-
tion was not heeded,” Modi said.

history of hijack

The hapless passengers to Luc-
know were served dinner at 12.10
am. But hardly anyone ate. “Have
you heard of a midnight dinner,”
asked a bemused Shailendra Jain.

A bigger ordeal was in store for
the five passengers waiting at Luc-
know to go to Patna. When the air-
craft finally landed at 1 am, they
were taken to Calcutta.

Apart from wasting an addi-
tional three hours’ fuel, the airline
had to put up in Delhi the 10 pas-
sengers who refused to take the
“hijacked” flight and the five oth-
ers in Calcutta in five-star hotels.
The amount spent: about Rs 10,000
on each of ‘the 15 passengers.
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HE ‘population problem’ is a

bogey. It was devised by econo-
mists who believed that the poor of
the Third World were not capable
of generating wealth in the free
market economy and needed gov-
ernment planners and bureaucrats
to take authoritative resource allo-
cations on their behalf.

Today, in India and in much of

the Third World, it is obvious that the common peo-
| ple have entrepreneurial talent in abundance, while

Humans were a
resource before
the state stepped in

demolished this myth. The
truth is that, before whale oil
finished, human beings discov-

when told these obvious truths,
raise another bogey: the natural
resource scarcity argument. That
is, the Earth is too small for the
human race; it has too few
resources, and we are too many;
we have ‘overpopulated’ the plan-
et; Allah has not been bountiful.
Julian Simon has

effectively

India, our overcrowding is on account of faulty
urbanisation. Our cities suffer from a disease called
primacy: the main city bloats while satellite towns do
not develop because of inadequate transport link-
ages.

India could be a land of 400 great towns and cities
if the planners’ false vision is defeated. Planners do
not look upon densely populated urban centres as
wealth generators. They finance a spoils system
called ‘rural development’. Statistici-ans also pro-
mote this false world view of the planners. Is Aastha

not worth anything?

] After all, children are our

Indians are different.
We celebrate death
and we mourn births:
like poor Aastha’s.

If you were the bil-
lionth customer to
enter a department
store, you’d probably
walk off with a grand
prize. The Gol cannot
celebrate the birth of
Aastha. Because the
Gol ‘does not serve

has also been born
with an innate faculty:
the ability to trade.
Because of this abil-
ity, she will naturally
specialise in the mar-
ket economy and par-
ticipate in the division
of labour. She will
most likely urbanise
because the possibility
of labour division are
maximised in urban

Blame it all on the

their states are predatory. That is: people are an eco-
'\ | nomic resource; governments are the only problem.
i If these people are left free to generate wealth for
themselves in any manner they can, and if no state
| intervention is taken on the population front — they
are economically and sexually free — all hell will not
break loose. Two things will happen: prosperity and
urbanisation. These forces will work to stabilise pop-
ulation — as has happened in the entire developed
world. Remember, they were all like us a couple of
centuries ago.
Those who believe in the population problem,

and resources are bountiful.

ered mineral oil; and before mineral
oil finishes, the human mind — the
‘ultimate resource’ — will discover
alternatives, guided by the price
mechanism. This is a huge planet,

As far as physical space to live in is
concerned, the world is 50 per cent *
urbanised today and expected to stabilise
at 85 per cent urban in 2050, living off
just 7 per cent of the Earth’s land. In g

FFICIAL designate for the billionth Indian,

Baby Aastha hit headlines a week before Miss

India Universe Lara Dutta did. Only her

chances of a charmed existence is roughly

*about 1:407 million. For those unaccustomed

to the mindnumbing stats that proliferate the census ros-
ters, that’s the number of women in the country as per
the 1991 census. And that is the biting reality for the 927
baby girls born for every 1000 males nationwide — at the
rate of 29 babies a minute — a dismal ratio by any imag-

inable standard.

And notwithstanding the girl child vs boy
child debate, this baby boom spells disaster for
children in a country where as many as 53 per
338 million-odd children below 15
years of/age are underweight and undernour-

cent of

ished.

publicity.

Numerically, we must be far from the truth.
Quite honestly, India must have crossed the bil-
lionth baby mark long ago because we have the
hlg_hgst rate of unregistered births according to
official estimates. Every year some 40 million
births in India go unregistered. In other words
that many children are born without birth cer-
tificates and therefore do not appear on official

records.

And what can the government say for the
future of all the children it happily represented through
Asstha? Is it prepared for the increasing n?ml.)erdof

potential mothers i o«
reproductive &
per cent by the

‘With literacy

how many of these

#d Poplation

a smiling Aastha represent the smiles of
all tifese children? She will when more than 35
out jof every 1000 babies born do not die at
birth, 45 out of 1000 babies that do not make it
tilf age 5 survive and more than 100 women per
100,000 do not die at child birth. That, as the
pulation policy spells out, will lead to a
cline in birth and fertility rates.

IVIDED OPINION: There was divided opin-
on in government circles and health agencies
ver the timing of the billion benchmark. After
all August 1999 to May 2000 is quite a long time
on any demographic calender. The government
insisted that by its calculations the billionth baby
would be born in May, and the much-ado that
followed was probably just an occasion to attract

ges of 15-49 yearx‘é égéected to go uprAtAo 24
endof the year 20007
1evel still stuck at 60 per cent of the total

population — and ajpere 40 per cent among women —
ectant mothers are in good health
1o produce healthy babies for whom a good education and

IR N AR

no matter how many
babies are produced in
the process.

These women are sure that
babies are not the govern-

India’s population boom is
no resource — it is a drai
Posing enormous healtly
education and-infras
problems. So why, pray, are we
celebrating the birth of the
billionth baby?

ment’s concern at all as newspaper reports last 'wee_k v
reflected. Quite obviously, the government has faﬂec'l in

healthcare system is in place?

Least of all the government is not prepared or
equipped to handle the ‘educated literate
urban’ mothers-in-law who are sure that a
grandson to carry the family
name forward is what it takes,

ucture

A IS

HOW ABOUT SOME STATS?: To that end, India’s annu-
al population growth rate has fallen below the dreaded

experts meanwhile are quick to point out that the “key to
India’'s sustained economic growth and poverty reduction

is a simultaneous reduction in population growth rate’’.

LIS |

Population Size And GrowthRate

" Population size in thousands
2015 : . v e w0 s 1 L owt . e
63,543 238,396 361,088 548,160 846,303‘ 934,218

1,178,889 12

9%

19196
1.98%

197191
217%

living on a fraction of the

world’s land mass with even
less resources to draw upon. No,
it’s nothing to smile about. But how
have we come to such a pass? Have
population awareness and stabili-
sation programs implemented in
this country for the past fifty years
or so failed?

“No,”” says Saroj Pacharia, direc-
tor south and south east Asia,
Population Council. “The fertility
rate and infant mortality are
declining, life
expectancy has
gone up.. al
these are indica-
tors of success.”
Eminent demog-
rapher Prof
Ashish Bose also
agrees that family
welfare programs
have not been
unsuccessful.
“The south Indian
states of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and
AP have been
very successful,”’
he says. “It is only
the Bimaru states
which  haven’t.
And they are 40
per cent of the
population.’’

They are also
the places where
female literacy is
the lowest, early

INDIA IS one sixth of humanity

marriages are
prevalent and
social pressures

for production of .
a bou . child are

It’s the

because of good admininstration
along with political back-up. For
example, the mid-day meal pro-
gram started by the late MGR
ensured an increase in school
enrolment with a positive effect on
population figures in the state.

The third example is the Andhra
Pradesh model in which, in spite of
illiteracy, says Bose, 85 per cent of
the reporoductive age group gets
exposure to the media. “They dress
up and go to cinema theatres at
least twice a week and watch TV

Hiterate

Rural

Rural

1

154 131.]

80.1

1039 27

the major faflure has been to take
primary eghication to all, and to
promote / women’s  education.
“Educatjén makes the difference.
When omen understand, fertility
rates/ and infant mortality

Without education, family planning programs won’t work

o
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2572 2418 179.4 1106

ss thing

616 47.8

does the woman actually take deci-
sions? No, says Raju. “Because in
reality, women have no voice in
family dynamics. NGOs now find
they have to address the question
of ‘who makes the decisions’.”’
Pacharia agrees that men must be
brought into the family welfare
education program. Not just for
vasectomy but for “supportive
partnership,””  says Pacharia.
Says Bose: “After the Sanjay factor
and body snatching which brought
down the Indira Gandhi govern-
ment in 1977,
men have walked
out of the family
planning pro-
gram.”” But he too
agrees that they
should be brought
back into it
Adolescents are
. targeted for
reproductive
health education.
Says Prof D S
Muley, consul-
tant to CBSE’s
Project on
Population  and
Development
Education:
“There is a lot of
reservation about
giving sex educa-
tion at the school
level. So far, such
education  has
only been spo-
radic, not sys-
tematic.”’
Unfortunately,
families that do
prefer to have a

vel

585 45.9

greatest wealth. If you stole my
car, I’d shed copious tears; but
if you kidnapped my son, I'd die.
Every animal, every

bird, every liv-
B ing thing val-
b ues its chil-
dren most,

customers. Whatever
we want of the Gol, it

undersupplies and
extracts  monopoly
rents: electricity,

were privatised, there would be enough for all.

' above every- read Simon to understand that she is the ‘ultimate
, thing. resource’. She has been born with two hands — and
Only we these will produce more than she will consume. She

BABY BILLION: Don’t blame Aastha, it’s not her fault
water, phones, gas, railways... If all these services

Aastha must be trained in economics. She must

areas.. She must be
/| trained to see that the

| stigma attached to her
birth is comprehen-
sively removed: she
must be trained to see that state intervention in mar-
kets makes her poor and unproductive; while it
mal\:f,s our corrupt and ignorant rulers rich and pow-
erful.

She must see her real enemy: the Gol.

B Sauvik Chakraverti

two
per cent.
And fertili-
ty rate is
down to 3.5 in the
- 90s from 4.5 in the
1980s. But the BIMARU
States (Bihar, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and UP)
~ which account for 40
 Per cent of the increase
1 the Indian population
¢ ~— still have mind-bog-
flingly high fertility
(between 4.2 and 5.2) and

birth veges. -

Here are some gulp-and-
smtter worthy stats. There

* an only four countries in the

wrld that have a population

exceedng that of Uttar Pradesh’s
156.95nillion. India adds roughly

1& nillion people — the
enire population of Australia
— every year.

Eex at a targeted total fertil-
ity:ae of 2.1 by 2010, when
Inde would have achieved
whaare called ‘replacement
fertly levels’, the population
will abilise at the end of this
centy at 1.8-2.1 billion.

Yenot all analysts are wor-
riedbout those stats. “We

must start looking at people as a resource instead
of predicting doomsday scenarios,’” says Anjali
Nayyar, communications specialist at the
Population Council of India.

DEPLETING RESOURCES: Yet our
resources
seem to be
depleting

rapidly under

_population.
I Forest cover
is down to 19 per
cent from over
22 per cent in 1988.
, Deteriorating water tables and
i plateauing food crop yields add to the bleak
* scenario. The average crop land per person
has shrunk by half to 0.10 hectare per person
© in 1999 as against 0.21 hectare in 1960. The
average farm-size has shrunk to 1.6 hectare, reduc-
ing by more than 40 per cent in the last three decades.
The point is, the stats nothwithstanding, the socio-eco-
nomic implications of whenever India crosses the billion
mark will be the
same, according to
Michael Vlassof of
the United Nations
Population Fund
(UNFPA). “If the
Indian popluation
programme  had
been more suc-
cessful, with
India’s population
pegged at say 800
million, think of
the thousands of
crores saved in

terms of invest-
ments, infrastruc-

ture, schooling and
health,” says
Vlassoff. Looking
back on all these
years, he says,
even Bangladesh, which started later, got much further.
What India needs is political commitment and decentral-
isation without which things won’t improve.

BABY WILL YOU GO TO SCHOOL?: Assuming the
mother and baby survived, the baby was healthy at age 5
there is yet another problem. In May 1998, the govern-
ment decided to make free and compulsory elementary
education for children in the age group of six to 14 years
a fundamental right as a follow up of the same goal in
Article 45 of the Constitution.

]?ut, in India, only 62 per cent of children enrolling for
primary education reach class 5. The remaining end up as

child labour or simply drop-out much before they reach
the age of 10. This is against 92 per cent in China, 98
per cent in Sri Lanka and 99 per cent in the US.
Clearly the population problem is deep-rooted
with varied socioeconomic and political repercus-
sions. A bill to block candidates with more than 3
children from contesting elections was put down by
Parliamentarians themselves. There is also strong
resistance to the revision of Parliament seats expected in
2001, after the 2001 census, on the grounds that it will
encourage BIMARU states to produce more and gain
more representation.

India was the first country in the world to launch a fam-
ily planning programme as early as 1951. Much to the
frustration of health planners and policy makers, the
reported rise in practice of family planning has not been
matched by a significant fall in the estimated birth rate.

As of now, only 50 per cent of the population uses con-
traception. The next census, scheduled to begin in 2001,
will give us more realistic figures as opposed to the con-
servative estimates and projections made by demogra-
phers so far.

TALK RESOURCE: But population, says Nayyar, is also
a resource. “It’s no doomsday scenario,”’ she says. “We
should start looking at it as a resource. Research shows
that people don’t want large families, but still its happen-
ing. Incentives and disincentives won't help. It is a social
reality and we should tackle it from that angle. We need
to target the woman in the village and understand her
need for helping hands. It is more about adequate food,
drinking water and
health facilities.
Then her first 2-3
children will survive
and she won’t pro-
duce more.”” That’s
definitely in tandem
with the guru of
Indian socio-econom-
ic development,
Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen’s so-
what-ifwe’re-a-bil-
lion-strong line.

At a projected fer-
tility rate of 2,1 we
are expected o sta-
bilise  population.
‘Doctors suggest that
spacing of birth more
than sterilisation
would be useful to

propagate fertility control among eligible couples. The
reluctance to use the pill and oral contraceptives is shown
by the 50 per cent figure for couples using contraception
methods in the first place.

On an economic note, of the 10-odd international brands
that wanted to introduce the pill, only 3 remained owing
to poor consumer response.

So it’s time the political leadership realised that the pop-
ulation problem is not so much about the birds and the
bees as it is about basics, not instincts silly but infrastruc-
ture — good roads, schools, agricultural growth, health-
care and access to education and contraception.

M Radhika Singh

UST HOW big
Jis the Indian

market?

That’s one conun-
drum that has
confounded many
marketers  ever
since India
ypened its doors
o MNCs in the
arly 90s. Ten
‘ears on, many of
hose rosy stats
endied around
pve fallen by the
tayside. As have
ympanies  that
ised their prod-
it strategies on
m.

course in the |
t couple of
ars after liberal-
tion, it seemed
: the stats were
1g to be proven
1t after all

How big is the Indian market?

Population does not drive growth here, income does

ording to a Gallup pole, con-
ler disposable income rose a
nomenal 47 per cent between

effect. In China, those born
under the single child per family

growth in India is income which
drives increased “usage even

areas like the
satellite  town-
ships like Nirul
in Mumbai.
Rural markets
are still a grey
area. Of the 5
| lakh villages in
India very few
are touched by
soft drink mak-
ers,”’” he says.
The reason for
this circumspec-
tion is wunder-
standable.  To
foray into the
rural market a
soft drink maker
would need
competitive
pricing,  non-
returnable pack-
aging and distri-
bution infra-
structure.  Till
that’s built up,
the rural market won't generate
feasable volumes. Pepsi isn’t

1 and 1993. For MNCs used
ngle digit growth in the devel-
{markets of west Europe and
fl America, the prospect of
© 40 per cent growth that
Istoffered seemed like a good
ot.

re long, the Indian elephant

veing serenaded alongside
!:},“hl‘nese dragon. But India
ihina. Quite apart from the
deraphic differences like lit-
eI.(which also impact con-
suon behaviour), Indian con-

i i e .Ching Indian L

policy are now the biggest drivers
of consumption. This is a sophis-
ticated consuming population,
discerning and educated. India
does not have a corresponding
consuming class that’s growing at
that speed though recent
research has proved that aspira-
tion levels may be pushing people
up the consumption ladder.

The problem with many MNC
marketers, says NCAER
(National Council of Applied
Economic Research) chief econo-
mist [ Natarajan, is the tendency

among existing consumers so the
market automatically expands,”
says Natarajan. “Right now, in
India, population weight is very
low in growth. And then again it
all depends on where the popula-
tion growth is — is it at the lower
end of the purchasing spectrum
or at the higher end? Besides the
stats would differ according to
the kind of products too.”

But even for fast moving con-
sumer goods, the initial dreams
and targets have been hard to live
up to. That’s why, circumspec-
tion, says a Pepsi spokesperson,

alone in looking outside metros
but not quite at the countryside.
Car companies from Maruti to
Daewoo and Hyundai are push-
ing dealerships in SEC B and C
town in search of volumes.

Not that this means India is
doomed to take the consumption
boom is small doses. According
to the NCAER report on market
demographics ‘98, the number of
households with annual income
of over Rs 500,000 (at 1995-96
prices) shot up from 200,000 in
1993-94 to 350,000 in 1995-96,

a‘334.8 per cent jump. Indeed the

S’ patterns are vastly differ-

to equate population growth with

-



SHARAD: -~ Sharad

(Continued from .page 1),

Airport Authority of India 4
take a decision on flight sched
ule or re-routing of the flights’

Mr Yadav said he ha
already asked the 1A commes
cial director to hold prelim
nary inquiries. The ministe
said it was wrong to say the
at Patna airport, the ATC sta
abandon the ATC tower afte
11 p.m. “They have to remai
on duty till the arrival an
departure of the schedule
flights even if the flights a
delayed”, he said.

However, in-Patna, a coupi
of the ATC staff were suspeng
ed or faced disciplinary action
for dereliction of duty an
since then they had been on
agitation, he said. |

The Prime Minister’s Office
when asked about the Samat
demand for a governmen
inquiry, said only the ministr
concerned can decide on this.

The Samata Party Press con
ference today can turn out t
be an embarrassment for it
ally, 4D-U, the government
and the Indian Airlines.

Breaking the silence rulin

"parties had maintained ove
the issue the Samata Part;
demanded a high level inquir;
and a public apology from M
Yadav, provided “he is foun
responsible for the forcec
diversion of the flight”.

Samata has also termed IA’
version of the incident, releas
ed yesterday — 10 days afte:
the event — as “untenable”.

The party has also asked M

.Prabhunath Singh, a Samat:
MP, who allegedly led the MP
in their decision to call for M
Yadav’'s intervention, to ex
plain his conduct. The orde
has come from the acting part,
president, Mrs Jaya Jaitley.

denies role
in diverting
o flight
Q;,‘/\ g Vs

MOHAN SAHAY 7/‘\ >
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \

NEW DELHI, May 23. —
While refusing to comment on
the Samata Party’s demand to
tender a public apology for the
diversion of the Alliance Air
Flight on 12 May, the Minister
for Civil Aviation, Mr Sharad
Yadav, today denied having
played any role in re-routing
the scheduled flight CD-7411.

Speaking to The Statesman,
Mr Yadav, however, adinitted
to having boarded the aircraft
at the tarmac after he was.
informed by the crew that
Patna-bound passengers were
agitated over the delay in the
departure of the flight.

“You can understand the
position. I was also worried
about the air hostesses and
other members of the crew
inside. I went there for a few
minutes only to pacify the pas- .
sengers who were demanding
refreshments, col inks etc
and were asking the pHot to
take off in bad weather condi-
tions at Valaln”, the minister
added.

When reminded that a
Samata MP from Bihar is on
record stating that he contact-
ed the minister over his cell
phone, Mr Yadav said: “Yes, he
did speak to me, so did four or
five other MPs who were
stranded at the airport since
many flights were delayed due
to bad weather”.

“How can I dtrect the pilot to
change route or force him to
fly”, he asked, adding, “It 18
the joint responsibility of the
flight captain, the ground engi-
neers, the Air Traffic Control
and the duty officer of the

¥ See SHARAD: page 8
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CHENNAR MAY 23. The CBI is extremely unhappy over
the Karnhtaka Government's refusal to grant general
consent for investigating cases in the State. Karnata-
ka is the only major State which has refused to grant
such consent.

The lack of general consent means the CBI cannot
register any case (that is, file an FIR) without ob-
taining the State Government’s specific consenton a
case-to-case basis. This has hampered the agency’s
work in Karnataka, where it has to seek specific con-
sent even when investigating a case relating to a
Central Government employee. Seeking such case-
wise consent invariably robs the agency of surprise
and speed, elements which are indispensable in
“trap cases”’, where the culprit is caught out by a
set-up.

The CBI has been repeatedly requesting the Kar-
nataka Government to change its stance. Last year,
the CBI Director, Mr. R. K. Raghavan, himself wrote
to the Chief Secretary, Mr. B. K. Bhattacharya, stat-
ing that the Karnataka Government’s position had
“a deleterious effect on the anti-corruption cam-
paign of the CBI and is also likely to embolden delin-
guent public servants.” Obtaining consent on a
case-wise basis, he noted, ““is not feasible and prac-
ticable”.

On April 13 last, the Karnataka Home Department
formally communicated to the CBI that it had exam-
ined the request for what it referred to as “blanket
permission” and stated it was “not in favour of
granting such a permission to the CBI”.

Karnataka had withdrawn general consent via a
notification on December 15, 1998 issued by the
State Home Department which “rescinded with im-
mediate effect’” an eatlier notification granting such
consent on November 11, 1992. The withdrawal,
which was made during the reign of the J. H. Patel
Government, was accompanied by uncenfirmed

By Mukund Padmanabhan
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Bl expresses concern over
Karnataka Govt. stand

whispers that it was done to forestall ssible CBI
investigation against a senior member of the ruling
Janata Dal.

it was expected that this position would be re-
versed after the Congress Government came to pow-
er but it has been surprisingly unwilling to relent
despite the fact that general consent is granted rou-
tinely by State Governments to the CBI.

Although 22 case-wise consents have been grant-
ed by Karnataka since the 1998 notification, the CBI
feels restricted by the position adopted by the Gov-
ernment. Apart from “‘trap cases’’, an extremely im-
portant method in the operation of the CB], all other
investigations where secrecy is important are affect-
ed (for example, a case where it is imperative to
register a case and conduct a search almost simulta-
neously).

General consent is sought and received under
Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment
Act 1946, the statute under which the CBI functions.
The pattern of granting general consent may vary
slightly from State to State. In Tamil Nadu, the CBI
need not seek prior permission of the State Govern-
ment before registering a case “involving either
Central Government servants or officers belonging
to PSUs.”

The CBI had requested the Karnataka Govern-
ment for general consent on the lines of that granted
by Andhra Pradesh. Here, the CBI is empowered to
proceed without case-wise sanction against even
State Government employees (below a certain rank)
if suspected of committing offences ““along with or
in conjunction with private persons ot Central Gov-
ernment employees.”

Given the readiness with which other States have
granted general consent, the reluctance of a major
State such as Karnataka is puzzling. The only other
State to have adopted a similar position of intransi-
gence is Manipur.
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CONTEMPTIBLE!
Sharad Yadav's tetence o qgicial hijagking

7
DESPERATE man will clut¢h at straws and Shar. S dav
is a very desperate man indeed. On the mat for his outra-

geous intervention on behalf of his precious friends, the Bihar -
MPs, in the official hijack of an Alliance Air flight scheduled to
fly Delhi-Lucknow-Patna, he seems to suggest that it did not
happen at all and if it did, he had nothing to do with it. He
admits that one of the MPs spoke to him on his cell phone.
Wishing to appear credible he volunteers the fact that several
other MPs also spoke to him. This gets him nowhere. He did
go to the airport in response to the summons. He found the
MPs in an agitated mood but only for soft drinks and refresh-
ments! On his instructions, which he had no business to give,
the flight takes off for Patna whereas it is scheduled to go to
Lucknow but denies that he had anything to do with this
change of plans, treating us to a dissertation of how flights are
organised. It is the responsibility of the captain, ground engi-
neers and ATC, intones the minister, not his responsibility.
That, Mr Yadav is the point! No one suggests ministers be
given the responsibility, no one is trying to make sure acci-
dents happen. None of this helps him to disown responsibility
for his conduct. The charge against you, minister, is that you
interfered in outrageous abuse of power you did not have so |
we are really back to square one again: Do not ask how you
could do such a thing. It is for you to explain. Also consider the
minister’s tactics. Ten days after the event, he gets the airline
authorities to deny that it ever happened, to prepare the
ground for his own denial of responsibility for misconduct.

And what pray is the minister’s response? He says he has
asked the commercial director of Indian Airlines to make a
preliminary inquiry! When will the real inquiry start? After
the large number of witnesses are spoken to and fixed to echo
the minister’s line that it was all bad weather and a request
for soft drinks and refreshments. If that was the only request,
is it the minister’s case that a ministerial order is necessary?
Even a not so polite request to cabin crew would have been
accepted. Or does the minister wish to change the rules to pro-
vide that even normal service on board must, in future, be
withheld until the minister has given his permission. Sharad
Yadav should be reminded that his most unlikely story has no
takers except perhaps by the image in his bathroom when he
stands before a mirror.

Only one question survives. Now that the minister has
admitted that he has virtually nothing to say in his defence —
that is the import of his valiant but farcical attempt — what is
he proposing to do? Our guess would be — nothing. The pre-
liminary inquiry ordered points that way. The relevant ques-
tion therefore is will the Prime Minister take some action; at
the very least to demote to him to a ministry where he can do
no damage, it will be difficult to find such a ministry — or will
Atal Behari Vajpayee succumb to the line of least resistance.
Wait for public memory to fade and let Sharad Yadav go on
spiking all plans to disinvest in Air-India and Indian Airlines
so that there is no let or hindrance in such things happening
{ again.

WORTHY
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Cabinet committee clears 60%
disinvestment in Air-India

A
Foreign partner to get 26%, flnanmal institutions another 20%

HT Correspondent

New Delhi, May 26 3

HE CABINET committee

I on disinvestment today

decided to disinvest 60 per

cent of Air-India's equxty, bringing

down the government's stake in the
flag carrier to 40 per cent.

A strategic partner (which could
be a foreign airline) will hold 26
per cent and an Indian partner will
hold 14 per cent of the disinvested
equity.

Civil aviation secretary Ravindra
Gupta told The Hindustan Times
that the strategic partner will run
the airline.

Another 20 per cent of the equi-
ty is to be off-loaded to financial
institutions, public and employees.
The employees will, however, not
hold more than 10 per cent of the
equity.

The Cabinet committee also
decided to appoint a global advisor
to the government on the modali-
ties of the Air-India sell-off.

Sources said that the Cabinet
decision was almost entirely based

Disinvestment Minister Arun Jaitiey (Ieft) and Civil Aviation Minister
Sharad Yadav

on the proposal by disinvestment
minister, Arun Jaitley.
Significantly, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation in its note to the
Cabinet had suggested up to 51 per
cent of the equity be disinvested.
The Ministry agreed to capping
foreign equity at 26 per cent after
much difficulty. Sources say that
Mr Jaitley had to enlist all his per-
suasive power to get Civil Aviation
Minister Sharad Yadav to agree
hand over mangement of the air-
line to a foreign strategic partner.

Sources said Mr Yadav had stuck
to a 25 per cent cap on foreign
equity, which would have denied
the strategic partner management
control. Apprently, Mr Jaitley
hardsold the 26 per cent proposal
to Mr Yadav by saying, among
things, that it would get Air-India a
far better price.

Today's decision will pave the
way for foreign airlines such as
Singapore Airlines which has long
shown interest in picking up equity
in the loss-making Air India and

turn it around.

Singapore Airlines is widely per-
ceived as the frontrunner for Air
India's disinvestment cake. It is
currently on a buying spree, havmg
picked up 50 per cent of Branson's
Virgin Airlines and a significant
part of Air New Zealand. It also
attempted, without success, to buy
part of Taiwan's Clipa Airlines.

Airlines such as Jet and Sahara
ate expected to stake a claim for a
slice of the 14 per cent eguity that
is to be disinvested to an Indian

“company.

The Cabinet also decided to dis-
invest 74 per cent equity of the
Chennai-based Hindustan
Teleprin-ters Ltd instead of the 50
per cent decided upon earlier.

Though more than a dozen pub-
lic sectoricompanies were up for
similar disinvestments, the Cabinet
f—?'[u‘}? only decide on Air India and

It remains to be seen whether,
following' today’s decision, the
Finance Ministry will accede to Air
India’s demand for a Rs 750 crore
irevival package.

THE HINDUSTAN Ti.g:
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Mn-laws cannot be held

[
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i husband are required

guilty in all

NEW DELH!, MAY 1. The Supre
Court has held that for the fault o
the husband, the in- laws or other
relatives cannot, in all cases, be

held to be involve 01)} dowry
death. .
“In cases where such accusa-

. tions are made, the overt acts at-

tributed to persons other than the
to be
proved beyond reasonable doubt.
By mere conjecture and implica-
tions such relations cannot be
held guilty of the offence relating
to dowry deaths,” the court ob-
served.

The observations were made
last week by a three-judge bench,
comprising Mr. Justice G.H. Pat-
tanaik, Mr. Justice R.P. Sethi and
Mr. Justice Shivraj V. Patil, while
partly allowing an appeal against
averdict of the Punjab and Harya-
na High Court in a dowry death
case.

Subita Kumari, married on July
9, 1985 was found dead in myste-
rious circumstances on October

y
dgowry cases

23, 1988 at the residence of her
in-laws at Batala in Punjab.

An additional sessions judge,

Gurdaspur, vide his judgment.

dated August 28, 1990 convicted
Rakesh Kumar, husband of the
deceased, Ram Piary, mother-in-
law, Ramesh Kumar, brother-in-
aw, and Bharati, sister-in-law,
nder Section 304 of the Indian

Penal Code (IPC) and sentenced
them to 10 years rigorous impris- |

onment.

They were also convicted for of-
fences under Sections 306 and
498 A of the IPC and sentenced
separately. The HC by the im-
pugned judgment acquitted alil
the accused of all charges.

The SC, in the light of the evi-
dence in the case, found sub-
stance in the submission of the

defence counsel that the mother- :

in-law, brother-in-law and sister-
in-law of the deceased were roped
in the case only on the ground of
being close relations of her hus-
band.— UNI
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Much more lethal terrorism
awa1ts India

answer for in fuelling this
impression, yet it must be
admitted that in the initial peri-
od the Tesponse from the man-
darins in Delhi was inadequate.
India is not unused to the use of
terror tactics, which is extolled
by the theolomans of radical
Islam, but mexpllcably, the offi-
cidldom apparently failed to get
its act together. It was this, more
than the hijacking per se, that
seemed to reinforce the nation’s
sense of vulnerablhty Other-
wise, inured as India is to the

M.K. NARAYANAN

he  hijacking on
December 24, of the
Indian airlines flight
814 operating. on the
Kathmandu-Delhi sector, by six
armed militants belonging to
the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, an
ordeal which has now merciful-
ly ended with hostages being
released at Kandahar in
exchange for three militants,
adds yet another chapter to the
saga of militancy and terrorism
in J&K which has now being
going on for a decade. The
struggle is currently orchestrat-
ed by radical Islamic elements,
who have constituted a kind of
“Islamist Internationale” and
makes extensive use of merce-
naries from as many as 14
Islamic countries. The guiding
~spirit is the Pakistan-based
Markaz Dawa-ul-Irshad, with
strategy and tactics being dictat-
ed by Pakistan’s Inter Services
Intelligence Directorate.

The prmcnpal demand of the
hijackers had all along been the
release of Maulana  Masood
Azhar, a leading ideologue of
the  Harkat-ul-Ansar  (now
renamed as Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen) who had been in
an Indian jail since February
1994. This has now been con-
ceded. Three attempis had been
previously made to secure his
release which were not success-
ful. The July 1995 kidnapping
of six foreign tourists by the Al
Faran was one such atempt in
which the militants offered o
set free the tourists in exchange

.a dozen other militants.

The hijacking vividly™ high-
lights the extent of India’s vul-
nerability in regard to Kashmir.
Despite the release of the
hostages in exchange for the
release of Maulana Azhar and
two other militants, it will
unfortunately have the effect of
severely denting the image of
the present BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance govern-
ment and reinforce the soft state
image of this country.

it will also strengthen the pre-
sumption which is widely held
— that in the critical hours
immediately  following  the
hijacking, the  government
failed to act decisively and did
not know what to do. The
media, specially the electronic
media, has a great deal to

pandemic of violence,
should not

for Maulana Masood Azhar and

there

have been this

™ groundswell of hurt and azony;

much of it dlrected at the Gov-
emment.

Political terrorism is a com-
plex phenomenon. India’s inter-
nal and external security envi-
ronment  has  increasingly
become captive lo terrorist
threats of every variety, much
of it is linked in some way to
radical Islam. For India, terror
has been a frontline issue for
several years. Organisations
like the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
that regularly employ terrorism
as a strategic weapon have been
in the cross wires of intelligence

It will also strengthen
the presumption —
widely held — that

~ the critical hours
immediately following
the hijacking, the
government failed to
act decisively and did
not know what to do.
The media, specially
the electronic media,
has a great deal to
answer for in fuelling
this impression, yet it
must be admitted that
in the initial period the
response from the
mandarins in Delhi
was inadequate. India
is not unused to the use
of terror tactics, which
is extolled by the
theologians of radical
Islam, but the Indian
officialdom failed to

get its act together
]

agencies who possess detailed
information about the structure,
the leadership, the roles
assigned to members of such
organisations, the functional
differentiation  that  exists

among the members, the
processes they follow, and their
collective goals. Despite this,
the mabllny,,demonstrated to
effectively deal with a crisis of
this kind is a blow to the nation-
al psyche.

Those in charge of security are
fully aware that the image of a
government is dependam on
many intangible factors. Also,
that terrorism exploits and feeds
on the vulnerability of nations
and societies that succumb to
such pressures. Nothing should
be done or seem to be done that
would encourage this. A vital
aspect would he proper infor-
mation. management but unfor-
wnately this was not properly
handled.  The manner of the
release of the militants and the
attendant publicity will adverse-
v affect the credibility of the
government.

A great deal of criticism has
already been directed at the
apex level Crisis Management
Group headed by the cabinet
secretary for lack of proper
directions when the aircraft had
an enforced halt at Amritsar.
This is likely to intensify in the
coming days and will be seen as
a missed opportunity with grave
consequences for the nation. It
is difficult for outsiders to pre-
judge what the CMG should
have, or should not have done in
those crucial hours immediately
after the hijacking. The CMG
can perhaps be faulted for lack
of anticipatory planning, but
hardly for allowing the hijacked
plane to take of from Raja Sansi
airport. For the record, it would
appear that the CMG did not

“permit” the hijacked plane to
take off; rather the hijackers
compelled the captain to do so.
At this stage of the hijacking,
when the identity of the hijack-
ers was not known, knowledge
of the weapons in their posses-
sion was unclear, and their
demands yet to be made, resort-
ing to drastic steps to keep the
plane on ground may well have
invited a violent response from
the hijackers leading to the

~ death of many hostages. Only

those who have sat through a
crisis of this kind as members of
the CMQ, are familiar with the
kind of “hot-house™ that prevail

inside the meeting chamber

debating the various courses of

action to ensure the least num-
ber of casualltles can possibly
understand the trauma of the

CMG on December 24. 1t is

easy for publicity-hungry

“experts” to mouth inane pl.m-
tudes, never having had to make
fateful decisions.

Perhaps, more than the lack of
proper direction by the CMG, it
is the absence of holistic think-
ing that ails India’s security
apparatus and lies at the root of
our problems. Since Kargil,
political leaders, senior mem-
bers of the Armed forces and
strategic analvsts have consis-
tently harped on the magnitade
of the threat India faces.
Addressing the combined com-
manders” conference at the end
ol Noventber, the Prime Minis-
ter  himself cautioned the
defence forces about the Possi-
blhty of an escalation in the
“proxy war” in Jammu & Kash-

mir. The three service chiefs at
the same conference shared a
similar perception of future
threats. For its part, the new ly
established military regime in
Pakistan had announced the
adoption of a five-point policy
on Kashmir which envisages
the stepping up of suppart to
Kashmiri militants.  General
Musharraf himself made secret
of his intention to intensify the
campaign in Kashmir and bring
about a radical change in the
status quo. Pro-Pakistan and
pan-Islamist outfits like the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, the
Lashkar-e-Taiyyaba, the Al-
Badr and the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen themselves threat-
ened to launch many more oper-
ations of the Kargil type.

Yet, there must have been
something missing while cater-
ing to this eventuality. One les-
son, that terrorism appears in
many guises and in unlikely
locations, seems to have been
overlooked. The proliferation of
groups and sophistication of
training should have led the
security bureaucracy to consid-
er the possibility that the war
would be fought as much in the
air as on land. In place of rou-
tine alerts, the more vulnerable
and sensitive segments such as
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the airline industry, should have
been viewed as potentially
prime targets of terrorists. Secu-
rity procedures should have
been fully refurbished, vigil
tightened and the infrastructure
for security improved. This is
an era in which Islamist funda-
mentalism has replaced Sunni
Arab nationalism as the new
focus, and it was inevitable that
Kashmir would emerge as the
top-drawer target for Islamist
radicals.

The role of the media during
the hostage crisis could also
have been more positive. In the

One lesson, that

terrorism appears in
many guises and in
unlikely locations,
seems to have been
overlooked. The
proliferation of groups
and sophistication of
training should have
led the security
bureaucracy to
consider the possibility
that the war would be
fought as much in air
as on land. In place of
routine alerts, the more
vulnerable segments
such as the airline
industry should have
been viewed as
potentially prime
targets. Security should
have been refurbished,
vigil tightened and the
infrastructure for

security improved
L]

name of openness and trans-
parency, the media seemed at
times to favour sensationalism.
Admittedly, terrorists, govern-
ments and the media see the
function, roles and responsibili-

ties of the media when covering
terrorist-related  events  from
very different and competing
perspectives. Nevertheless,
where the media does not act
with restraint, misplaced per-
spectives hamper anti-terrorist
operations and result in tactical
and strategic gains for the ter-
rorists. Governments need more
understanding from the public
as well as cooperation and
restrain while trying to limit ter-
rorist activity. The media
should be their accomplice in
this rather than unwittingly get
manipulated into denigrating
the government and promoting
the cause of terrorism or its
methods. Voluntary media cov:
erage guidelines are hence
important in instances such as
the present one. Coverage i.
important, but it should be
ensured that terrorists or their
cause do not gain as a result.
The electronic media needs to
consider whether in place of the
procession of arm-chair ana-
lysts — who possess no experi-
ence whatsoever of dealing with
crisis situations of this kind —
they should put in place mecha-
nisms in cooperation with the
government by which proper
information is made available to
accommodate the citizen and
the media’s need for proper and
honest coverage. This would
prevent wrong  impressions
being conveyed, unnecessarily
incensing the public.

orld opinion to the
hijacking appears to
have been relatively

insensitive and this is mystify-
ing. The US, which is commit-
ted to fight the scourge of ter-
rorism, made some appropriate
noises, but neither the US Presi-
dent, his secretary of state, nor
even Strobe Talbott have con-
demned the hijacking in cate-
gorical terms. The UN secretary
general, Kofi Annan. who has
been a knight in shining armour
insisting on intervention in the
aftairs of nations for humanitar-
ian reasons. also remained sitent
even though the UN general
assembly only  very recently
condenmed terrorism as crimi-
nal and unjustified and 1 the
strongest lerms. The British
Prime Minister has similarly
been tongue-tied, though the
UK has just rushed through with
the second reading of its Anti-
Terrorist  Bill following the
Omagh massacre, which con-
tains several draconian mea-
sures to deal with terrorism.

THE ASIAN AGE

- 3JAN 200

Ihe West should not forget
that quite a few Islamist reli-
gious networks exist in the UK,
which recruit, fund and train
“Ismalist warriors” for doing
battle in J&K. The West, fur-
ther, cannot afford to close its
eyes to the role of radical
Islamist  organisations  in
spreading terrorism, or wish
away the danger posed by
organisations such as the
“Islamist International” — an
organisation of Sunni jehadist
groups. The wanton manipula-
tion of Muslim angst by Islamist
fundamentalists, with Pakistan
acting as the pointsman, has
grave implications for the West
as well. They need not think that
Pakistan’s obsession with India
insulates them and the rest of
the world from radical Islamist
pressures. The West would do
well to remember that the new
breed of terrorists employ
weapons which are more lethal,

“they have become more capa-

ble, and are now wide-ranging
in their choice of targets.

M.K. NARAYANAN is a former
chief of the Intelligence Bureau




