/A park waltmg to explode

By Vaiju Naravane -

( PRIS NA\ MARCH. 31. The Kosovar capital is a
dirty devoid of trees, choked with un-
cleared gaxbage and long snarls of noisy, pol-
luting tyaffic. Earlier, on Sunday afternoons,
families \vould head for Grmja Park, one of the
few greern) corners in Pristina. Not anymore.

“It's a lovely park with a row of fine trees
which ends in a little wood. Grmja Park is
close to town and you could get a breath of
fresh air into your lungs. Many of us would
picnic there on weekends. It’s now been cor-
doned off. Cluster bombs. Too dangerous,”
says Mr. Sunil Narula, Information Officer
with the U.N.

A Yugoslav army installation stands at the
edge of the woods. NATO forces dropped ¢lus-
ter bombs on the site. The park has now been
declared a danger zone but despite the restric-
tions, children continue to play there. “Sum-
mer is approaching and people would want to
go out on weekends. Grmja is particularly
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dangerous because that area was hit by up to
20 cluster bombs. That means there are up to
400 unexploded cluster bombs — enough to
kill a lot of people,” Mr. John Flanagan, Pro-
gramme Manager of the United Nations Mine
Action Coordination Centre (MACC) told The
Hindu.

Grmja Park is only one of several hundred
dangerous sites in Kosovo harbouring cluster
bombs, anti-tank or anti- personnel mines
and other unexploded ordnance. Almost a
hundred people have been killed and over 350
injured by mines, cluster bombs and other un-
exploded ordnance in Kosovo. “‘We have a
huge problem with NATO cluster bombs. A
cluster bomb can kill you anywhere up to 50
metres away. It’s designed to destroy tanks,
armoured vehicles and it has a fragmentation
device to kill people in the open. it’s not just a
fragmentation bomb. It's got what we call a
shaped charge in that it is designed to pene-
trate the hull of a tank. A person standing near
by stands no chance at all,” Mr. Flanagan said.

There are an estimated 65,000 cluster

bombs in Kosovo. They are mainly of either
British or American make and are distinguish-
able by the blue or yellow markings they carry.
Mines laid by the Serbian Armed Forces (V]),
police and paramilitary forces in at least 616
places pose a major problem in Kosovo. The
mined areas lie principally along the borders
with Albania and the former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia. In addition, there are defen-
sive minefields in the interior and what the
U.N. calls “nuisance mines” placed in and
around villages and essential infrastructure.

NATO has provided the location of 333 clus-
ter bomb strike locations, on which some
1,392 bombs were dropped. But the problem
is more complicated than that. “NATO may
have provided us with the locations of the sites
but they are often inaccurate and we are still
trying to localise some sites. A lot of the bombs
have been buried. So we have to use metal
detectors to clear the area. If we don't do that
farmers ploughing the land risk being blown
up. These bombs are extremely sensitive, any-
thing can set them off — even a shadow falling
on them can do that. Most of the accidents
occurring today are avoidable,”” says Mr. Fla-
nagan.

The U.N. Mine Action Coordination Centre
is finding it difficult to get people to follow its
advice. Warning fences do not help. People
walk under the fences and go into the danger
zones. Worse, they steal the fences leaving
other people vulnerable. “If you look at the
land area which is unused, then the minefields
are the culprits. But if you look at the number
of casualties, then the cluster bombs are re-
sponsible. Either way, it's a bad situation.
Cluster bombs are packed in a container
which are then loaded on to planes for use in
air strikes. Our answer to the problem, besides
clearing out minefields and exploding or de-
fusing cluster bombs is to create awareness,”
says Mr. Flanagan.

The U.S. and U.K. Governments have sent
special teams to clear their unexploded ord-
nance but the number of people working j
nowhere near that required. The planting
son is fast approaching and the casua
ures are expected to increase sharply fecause
people will be busy in the fields.
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UN fold after
eight years

WA
s, Nov.

(Reuters). Declaring the event a
“bright moment i1\ history,” Yu-
goslavia’s presidential envoy
watched Belgrade’s red, white and
blue flag hoisted in front of the UN
compound after sundown yester-
day.

A UN honour guard took down |

and carefuily folded the banner of
the late Josip Broz Tito’s Sccialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
the World War II leader and a
founding member of the UN in
1945. It was same tricolor flag but
with a large red star in its centre.

The ceremony followed admis- -
sion by the General Assembly of
the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia as a new UN member,
eight years after Belgrade was
cast into the diplomatic wilder-
ness following the breakup of the
old Yugoslav federation.

“This is a very touching mo-
ment for everyone living in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,”
said Goran Svilanovic, who came
on behalf of new President Vo-
jislav Kostunica.“Thank you very
much for this bright moment of
history in our country,” he said,

! speaking without notes.

With UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan by his side, Svi-
lanovic paid tribute to those killed
in the Balkan wars over the last
decade. “Unfortunately I have to
mention tens of thousands of peo-
ple have died for high principles
they were bearing in their hearts.
Too many of them did not live long
enough to see this historic mo-
ment,” he said.

_But Svilanovic, expected to be

. named foreign minister, called on

the world to help his region build
a stable future for the sake of its

children.“This is what they de- .

serve and this is the promise we
have to keep and really be proud
to say that our kids in the rggion
will have a warm welcome gl over
the world,” he said.
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FROM GORDANA F]LIPOVIC

Belgrade, Nov. 5 (Reuters): Yu-
goslavia’s parliament has ap-
pointed a new government back-
ing reformist President Vojislav
Kostunica, bringing the curtain
down on decades of Socialist-dom-
inated administrations.

The formation of the new gov-

-ernment was a key element in re-
formers’ efforts to cement their
position in power after the mass
uprising last month which forced
Kostunica’s predecessor Slobo-
dan Milosevic to admit defeat in
presidential elections.

Zoran Zizic, the new prime
minister, pledged his government
would rejoin the international
community after years of isola-
tion under Milosevic, who was os-
tracised by the West for hisrole in
four Balkan wars over the past
decade. “We have very difficult
and hard work ahead of us,” said
Zizic, who also promised to intro-
duce pro-market reforms and
bring Yugoslav legislation into
line with European Union legisla-
tion with a view to eventually
joining the bloc.

He also struck several notes
likely to be less well received in
the West, criticising the work of
Nato and the UN in Kosovo and
stating that cooperation with the
international war crimes tribunal
was not a priority. The pro-reform
alliance backing Kostunica de-
feated Milosevic’s Socialists, suc-
cessors to the communists who

ruled Yugoslavia for four postwar-

decades, in federal parliament

Y

said a UN Security Council resolu-

in the new gojernment.

But the ggvernment also in-
cludes membegrs of the Socialist ;
People’s Partly of Montenegro,
until recently allies of Milosevic,
including Zizic. Montenegro and
much larger Serbia are the two re-
publics remaining in the Yu-
goslav federation.

“The federal government will
pursue a policy of opening our
country to the world and actively
resolve disputes and outstanding
issues that burden Yuggslavia’s
international position,” 2izic told
parliament. Mending ties between
Serbia and Montenegro, stretched
to breaking point under Milose-
vic, was also a priority.

Saturday’s parliament session
was held in Serbia’s parliament
building because the federal:
equivalent was damaged and set
ablaze during the mass uprising
which toppled Milosevic. Zizic

)
l
i
i
!
electlons andjs the senior partner l
)

tion stating Kosovo is part of Yu-
goslavia should be strictly ob-
served.

The province has been under
international control since last
year’s Nato bombing to end re-
pression of its ethnic Albanian
majority.“The current situation
and the behaviour of UNMIK (the
UN Mission in Kosovo) and KFOR
(peacekeeping forces) are in com-
plete contradiction with this reso-
lution,” Zizic said.

The federal administration
has relatively little power but
does have a leading role in foster-
ing international relations
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_~ The going is good, for now

GOSLAVIA’S NEW Presi-
dent, Mr. Vojislav Kos-
tounica, was undoubtedly
the star of the just-con-

cluded Balkan summit held in the
Croatian capital, Zagreb. But
while his star continues to rise
both at home and among Europe-
an leaders, he could quickly be-
come a victim of his own success,
especially if he fails to meet the
very high expectations his elec-
tion has created within Yugosla-
via.

At home, Mr. Kostunica is cur-
rently the hostage of the former
President, Mr. Slobodan Milosev-
ic’s Serbian Socialist Party (SPS)
which has refused to allow the
sacking of Mr. Rade Markovic,
head of Yugoslavia’s secret servic-
es, believed by many to be in-
volved in several high-profile,
gangland-style killings in Serbia
and Montenegro over the past
two years. In his attempt to gov-
ern by consensus, Mr. Kostounica
has created a Government which
is by definition paralysed and
which will be unable to either
draw up a programme of urgent-
ly-needed reform and recon-
struction or take any kind of
emergency measures to improve
Yugoslavia's extremely precarious
economic situation.

The new transition Govern-
ment of the Yugoslav federation is
essentially composed of three ele-
ments. They are the 18-party alli-
ance known as the Serbian
Democratic = Opposition (SDO)
which brought Mr. Kostounica to
power, the SPS which, by exten-
sion also includes the Montene-
grin Popular Socialist Party or
SNP, and the Serbian Renewal
Party (SRP) led by the maverick
politician, Mr. Vuk Draskovic.

The four key Ministries of jus-
tice, interior, information and fi-
nance are jointly run by the three
parties so that there are effective-
ly three Interior Ministers, three
Justice Ministers and so on. The
SDO has nine of 16 Cabinet posts.
The post of Prime Minister and six
other portfolios have gone to the
SNP, but the real power, if any, is
exercised by Vice-Prime Minister,
Mr. Miroljub Labus, a close aide
of Mr. Kostounica. But, as always
in Yugoslavia, there is much more
than meets the eye.

While the SPS quickly gave in to
demands for the resignation of
the Chief Justice and the Chief
Prosecutor, both of whom were
accused of trying to fudge the
election results in favour of Mr.
Milosevic, it has remained firmly
against the sacking of the chiefs of
police and the secret service. Mr.
Kostunica’s supporters claim that
in the weeks preceding the legis-
lative elections scheduled for De-
cember 23, Mr. Milosevic's
supporters are further tightening

plE Uy

Vojislav Kostpunica’s star continues to rise both at home and among
European leqders. But, he could quickly become a victim of his own
success, ¢specially if he fails to meet the high expectations in
Yugoslavia, writes VAIJU NARAVANE.

their hold over the police and the
judiciary.

All three Ministers must agree
for a decision to be taken. Mr. Bo-
zo Prelevic, Interior Minister from
the SDQ, who is theoretically in
charge of the secret services
openly admitted that he had no
power to stop the secret service
chief from destroying sensitive
files. “1 am responsible for the
SDB (Yugoslav secret service) but
I am powerless to replace the po-
lice generals.” .

Mr. Markovic has reportedly
threatened SDO and SRP Interior

A
Mr. Vojislav Kostunica... rising star.

Ministers after they. attempted to

order an enquiry into the murder.

of a noted opposition journalist,
Slavko Curujva, in April 1999. Mr.
Markovic is widely -believed to
have been involved in the killing.
He was also allegedly responsible
for the kidnapping of the former
Serbian President, Mr. Ivan Stam-
bolic, on August 25.

The SDO and SRP Ministers,
faced with  SPS intransigence,
have threatened to boycott Gov-
ernment proceedings saying the

socialists should henceforth be’

held responsible for “any prob-
lems which might occur””. But Mr.

Kostunica would like to move
slowly, at least during the month
prior to the legislative elections.
“The hasty firing of persons at the
head of the Serbian police and ar-
my are undoubtedly contrary to
the interests of the state because
they will inevitably destabilise the
country’s institutions,’’ he said.

Croatians are particularly in-
censed by the fact that European
Governments, which- sanctioned
them because of President Franjo
Tudjman’s despotic 13-year rule,
refusing much-needed E.U. de-
velopment aid, are treating Mr.
Kostunica like a prodigal son.
Sanctions against Yugoslavia have
already been lifted and the E.U.
has promised several million dol-
lars in aid.

However, despite the warm
welcome reserved for Mr. Kostun-
ica at the just-concluded Balkan
summit in Zagreb, the E.U. mess-
age is clear: the war crimes ques-
tion cannot be evaded ad
infinitum. The French President,
Mr. Jacques Chirac, who inaugu-
rated the summnit as the E.U.’s ro-
tating president-in-office said

" that the future of the Balkan

states lay within Europe. Howev-
er, he underlined, as did the final
declaration of the conference,
that it was in everyone’s interest
to bring war criminals to justice.
Yugoslavia has yet to hand over a
single war criminal. Its three lead-
ing wanted personalities are Mr.
Milosevic, and the Bosnian Serb
leaders, Mr. Radovan Karazdic
and General Ratko Mladic.

Mr. Kostunica faces a difficult
task. Tensions in the province of
Kosovo are again on the rise with
growing crimes against Serbs and
other minorities. Blame is being
laid at the door of extremist Koso-
var Albanians who fear that with
Mr. Milosevic gone, their hopes
for independence might evapo-
rate. The new President will have
to address the question of Serbian
guilt in Kosovo. He will also have
to build new bridges not only with
the tiny republic of Montenegro
which was on the brink of rebel-
lion until Mr. Milosevic’'s defeat
but with his other immediate Bal-
kan neighbours. And he will have
to address the formidable task of
rebuilding Yugoslavia’s shattered
economy. Mr. Kostunica is known
to be a conservative nationalist.
Until today, he has managed to
make the right noises. Will his in-
herent nationalism allow him to

travel the road to recon/cilja-tion?
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Yugoslavi

VIENNA (AUSTRIA), NOV. 27. Yugosla-
a's new Democratic President
n Monday strongly denounced
the United Nations and NATO for
their stewardship of Kosovo after
Foreign Ministers welcomed his
country into Europe’s leading se-
curity organisation.

Mr. Vojislav Kostounica, who
came to power last month after
the collapse of authoritarian rul-
er, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic,
signed documents affirming his
Government’s commitment to in-
ternational values.

It marked a formal entry into
the influential Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope — the latest step in Yugosla-
via's return from political
isolation imposed after Mr. Milo-
sevic fomented ethnic wars that
broke up the Balkan country in
the last decade.

However, Mr. Kostounica’s re-
marks to the group’s Foreign
Ministers underscored difficulties
that linger in relations between

UULUINENnS., — Ar
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the West al&i’pu oslavia. Western
Ministers also made clear that
they would not wait indefinitely
before Mr. Milosevic and others
stand trial for war crimes alleged-
ly committed during the former
regime’s crackdown in Kosovo.

Mr. Kostounica snubbed an of-
fer for a private meeting with the
U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, ostensibly because
of scheduling problems. Reports
say Mr. Kostounica was reluctant
to meet Ms Albright because of
her role in bringing about last
year’s NATO bombing of Yugosla-
vid.

Nevertheless, Ms Albright con-
gratulated Mr. Kostounica and
called his rise to the presidency “‘a
stunning example of democracy’s
power to achieve change.” Koso-
vo, a province of Yugoslavia’'s
main republic Serbia, has been
under international control since
the end of the NATO bombing in
June 1999. That campaign was
launched to halt Mr. Milosevic's

itted to OSCE

ckdown ofi ethnic Albanian
mihorities.

he conflict flared up again last
wedk when Albanian militants of
the “‘Liberation Army of Presevo,
Medvedja and Bujanovac” at-
tacked Serb positions in the Pre-
sevo Valley to unite the area wit
Kosovo.

“The situation in Koso
the south of Serbia is becoming
increasingly tense,”” Mr. Kostoun-
ica told the Ministers. “We are
talking about a bid to implement
by sheer force a political solution
that does not have support of the
people.” He claimed ethnic Alba-
nian ‘‘terrorists’”’ were trying to
intimidate Serbs and Albanians
alike and that NATO and the
United Nations “‘failed to do their
job properly” by curbing Kosovo
militants.

Mr. Kostounica said the crisis in
Kosovo “could set the whole re-
gion ablaze” and scuttle attempts
to restore stability to the southern
Balkans.
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, NOV. 27. NATO officials
said on Monday that Albanian
separatists had turned over the
bodies of three Serbian police-
men to the KFOR force in Kosovo.
The policemen were killed in
clashes between Serbs and ethnic
Albanians in the so-called
“ground safety zone” in south-
eastern Serbia earlier last week.

The exchange of bodies was
conducted with the help of the
Red Cross and KFOR command
within the parameters of “mili-
| tary technical agreement” be-
T tween NATO and the Republic of
Yugoslavia.

The sad irony is that five years
after the Dayton peace agreement
and six weeks after the fall of Mr.
Slobodan Milosevic and the ad-
vent of a democratic administra-
tion headed by the President, Mr.
Vojislav Kostounica, the rising
ethnic violence and widening
chasm of divide between ethnic
Albanians, mainly ims and
Orthodox Chrigtians, poses many
questions ut peace in the Bal-
kans.

Western powers are still trying
tgAecure the arrest of Mr. Milo-
evic, whose shadow, despite the
collapse of his power and author-
ity, has — according to Western
analysts — “menacing tone’’ over
the Balkans. What the Western
analysts fail to understand is that
Mr. Milosevic still personifies Ser-
bian national aspirations and his
popularity has not diminished.

At the weekend party congress
of the Socialist Party which com-
prises former hardcore Serb com-
munists and nationalists, Mr.
Milosevic was greeted with long
applause and re-elected the par-
ty’s leader, after he accused his
political opponents of being
Western stooges.

Western commentators find it
hard to believe that the leader
who has lost three wars in the Bal-
kans, devastated Yugoslavia's
economy and made himself an

_Tensions still run
** high in Balka

B |
ouftcast

international was re
elected leader of his party. Th
pro-Milosevic Serbian national-
ists argue that he, like the Iraqi
President, Mr. Saddam Hussein,
and the Cuban leader, Mr. Fidel
Castro, is a mere victim of West-
ern conspiracy.

The current spectre of rising
political extremism and violence
between ethnic Albanians and
Serbs is again causing concern as
it poses challenges to the new
leadership in Yugoslavia. The
ground reality, according to the
peacekeepers, is that the ethnic
divide and hatred between senior
politicians is as wide as ever.

Last week, Mr. Kostounica, in a
letter demanded that the NATO-
led peacekeeping force in Kosovo
curb violence and political extre-
mism unleashed by ethnic Alba- |
nians, who are demanding a
separate Muslim state in the re-
gion which can be merged with
Albania to create “Greater Alba-
nia”’. The NATO powers, Serbs or
the Russians cannot accept such
an arrangement as there is little
willingness all round to ensure
that post-war boundaries in the
Balkans are not disturbed. But
tension remains high in the re-
gion despite last year’s peace deal
which ended NATO’s arbitrary
bombing of Yugoslavia. Kosovo’s
ultimate political status remains
unresolved with sporadic erup-
tion of ethnic violence.

European Union Governments
are watching the unfolding scena-
rio in the Balkans generally and
Kosovo particularly. Kosovo, with
an area of 4,203 sq.miles, is al-
most the size of Tripura. Kosovo
has a population of over 20 lakhs,
which is predominantly of Alba-
nian origin. There is also a pros-
perous and influential minority of
less than one lakh Serbs. When
Yugoslavia was a federation of
communist states, Kosovo en-
joyed the status of an autono-
mous province within the Serbian
republic.
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,/ . Strikes, rallies'
@V \0across Serbia

BELGRWDE, SEPT. 30. Tens of thou-
sands of people rallied on Friday
night throughout Serbia, trying to
pressure on the Yugoslav Presi-
dent, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, in-
to accepting electoral defeat, as
shops, factories and universities
started to close down in a nation-
wide strike.

In Belgrade, an evening rally
followed another in the afternoon
by just five hours, which tens of
thousands attended. At the after-
noon rally, Mr. Zoran Djindjic, a
top leader in the Democratic Op-
position of Serbia (DOS), said the
Opposition planned to put pres-
sure on the Yugoslav army, Ser-
bian police, the Federal justice
system and the state-controlled
media to remain neutral in the
struggle for the presidency.

But the army ruled out discus-
sions with Opposition parties to
resolve the tense post-elections
crisis and criticised Opposition
leaders’ “aggressive statements”
and “dangerous manipulations’.

DOS proclaimed a first-round
victory for its presidential candi-
date, Mr. Vojislav Kostounica, in
Sunday’s national elections, but
the Pederal Election Commission
said he fell short of the absolute
majority by 1.04 per cent. The
commission, dominated by Mr.
Milosevic's appointees, has or-
dered a runoff on October 8. The
Opposition has rejected the run-
off and has held demonstrations
since its announcement.

Friday night's rallies ended
without incident and with the po-
lice maintaining a low profile. Ac-
cording to Belgrade media
reports, around 20,000 people
demonstrated in Nis and 15,000
in Cacak, where local Opposition
leaders announced plans to block

a key Serbian road for two-hours.:

The same road, connecting Bel-
grade with the southwest and
Montenegro, was already blocked
earlier by protesters in Uzice,

WHE

Preljine, Ljig and Krusevac.

About 10,000 demonstrated in
Novi Sad, 7,000 in Subotica and
several thousand in Vranje, Les-
kovac, Sabac and Mr. Milosevic's
hometown of Pozarevac.

DOS also called for a general
strike for Monday, but many firms
and institutions began before the
weekend, including the huge Ko-
lubara mine in Lazarevac, where
7,500 workers said they wouldn’t
start the machinery while Mr. Mi-
losevic was in the office. In Uzice,
nearly all of the shops, banks and
restaurants were closed, reports
said, while most of the larger,
state- controlled companies have
shut down in Krusevac.

Most Serbian theatres also were
closed in protest on Friday as well
as most high schools and univer-
sities, banned radio B2-92 said via
a satellite broadcast.

Meanwhile, the Government
fired six technical staffers at the
Novi Sad outlet of RTS, Serbia’s
state television, after they refused
to run programmes prepared in
Belgrade. B2-92 also reported that
Belgrade television station Studio
B, taken over by the Serbian Gov-
ernment as ‘‘subversive” this
summer, refused to broadcast
RTS news if it was not allowed to
run information from different
sources as well.

The post-election crisis
prompted Montenegro republic
to undertake ‘“‘special measures”
to prevent possible provocations
from Belgrade authorities from
growing into a conflict, the Mon-
tenegrin Foreign Minister, Mr.
Branko Lukovac, said. “We took
those steps because the solution
after the elections is nowhere in
sight and the (Belgrade) regime

- has no intention of acceptingithe

electoral will of the people”, Mr.
Lukovac said in Sarajevo, while
on a visit to the Bosnian city. —
DPA
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|Io;;;|c stlcks to stance,
rejects Russmn mediation

BELGRADE, \% the Yugoslav

dent, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, appey
determined to cling to power, dis

sing Opposition complaints over elec-
tion results and rejecting a Russian offer
to send the Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor
Ivanov, to mediate in the dispute.

Siobodan Milosevic

Demonstrations and strikes were
taking hold across Serbia, even in
towns where Opposition activities have
been little visible until now. Just hours
after Russia offered to mediate in the
stand-off that threatened to plunge the
country into post-election chaos, the
United Nations’s human rights rappor-
teur for the Balkans, Mr. Jiri Dienstbier,
said that Mr. Milosevic had “refused

THE

mediation” byﬂyoscow to end the im-
passe.

The Yugostav Electoral Commission
has called a run-off vote for October 8
because it says that neither Mr. Milo-
sevic nor the Opposition challenger,
Mr. Vojislav Kostounica, secured an ab-
solute majority of the vote. But the
Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS)
insists that Mr. Kostounica beat Mr. Mi-
losevic outright. The commission, how-
ever, rejected a complaint from the
DOS yesterday over inconsistencies in
the official vote results as “‘baseless’".

In Maoscow, the Russian President,
Mr. Vladimir Putin, said he was ready to
send the Foreign Minister to Belgrade
“for consultations with all the partici-
pants’ in the election, warning Western
powers against escalating the crisis.

Seeking to bring and end to the crisis,
the U.N. rapporteur has called for an
internationally-monitored recount of
votes cast in Jast weekend's presidential
polls, echoing Opposition calls.

“The truth must prevail and in this
respect, it would be fine if both sides
were to accept a proposal from friendly
cauntries to organise a recount of votes
to discover the truth about the elec-
tions,” Mr. Dienstbier said.

Asked to elaborate on his statement
that Mr. Milosevic had “refused’ a Rus-
sian offer to mediate in the electoral
dispute, Mr. Diensthier said: ““We have
to wait.”” He said he would not meet Mr.
Milosevic during his stay in Yugoslavia.
— AFP

- 4:u B e

A LT imd

|




A wt sanidxs ayepugSotassopy
Slojoq uni-ax g~ 105 pardo
pey unoo oy 48 adoing o1y
oIpey 3uper se pajonb sem ‘o1pig
UnNN{IN ‘Uno) [euonmpsuo) sy
Jo ueuureyo oy ‘Aepsinyl uQ
"BOIUNISOY
puUEB J[AISO[IA U99MIAq SIBIPIW O)

ddv ‘030ud

el m
u

08 0} U9

J5JJO SIYJ PoMBUSI S[IMUESW UIINg
IIpe(A  Juspisald  uelssmy
" Wopaayy oy spdoad
QI35 243 2413, 0) d1AdSOfIN padim
‘bouspisard g Suneor ayp spoy
Anunod ssoym ‘oviry) sanboer
JUSPISIL] ‘stieq UJ "AJLIRII[IuI SISLID
ay3 ul susAIu; 03 suerd ou pey An
-Unoo suj jey3 pappe juapisaid g

*Awpsiny] uo apeigieg w Sulpyng Juawelped ay; Jo oy w dn auy aonod 01y

Pmﬁm =& Irepg 58&5 o _@N_mEm 108

peIsog ul .

o4 . 'SIOPES] UMO JIBY) 3500Yd 0)
Y81 3Y1 — 3I3YMAIaAS ajdoad aigs
10J Juem om Jeym st ajdoad ueiqisg
SY) 10 Juem om [, :pres uou)
(g 1uapisalg ‘uojdumysepy uj
*DIAISOYIA
P[0} 9y ,‘uoponnssp pue esp
SI0W usaq SeY [IAY) [HUN jEm
Luo(, "}9[ pey juaprsaid ay3 souo

uononnsuodas yum droy oy Apeas
pools isap oYy ofdoad AesoSngx
SY1 PJO1 pue payspoo[q proae
0} omasol 0) pareadde arerg
“Te[g AuQ, 191STUIN
swig yshug pres ‘dn st swn
Iox, ‘08 031 JIA3SO[I JuopIsaly
Uo pofied SIopeS| UINISIM
“Judwel{ied ,apIsur woiy, A[[el
Y] SSAIPPE PINoMm ‘BdUNISOY ples
angesfjoo Aued v - payoaje sem
I proxd we 1, Suides “Aouspisard
AC[SO3NK SY) 01 Wiep sIy pourly
-Jeal os[e eOIUNISOY "sI2)$2303d
01 Wied 10 [[(8d & IpewW ‘UoNdfa
[euuapisalg 7 Joquoydog o
ul AI0101A SUIED Oym ‘BOIUNISOY
AestfoA  1spes]  womisoddQ
"Jsespeorq
3y payey ose ‘eluepy 1e1ySnep
SOIAISON Aq unI ‘eA0SOY AL
"Aited ISI[E1D0S $,01A9SOfA
UBPOQOJS  JUSPSIALY  ARJSOSNL
Yum pamje s1oqar | opeaSppg
JO $199.418 AU UT S1UA JO 3sNBIAq,
Sunseopeolq  paddols  ‘(nyr)
¥OT ARSOSNA  ISIUNWIIO)-02U
Y} jo SO oNfl9Z Aq pajjon
“U0d Ui AL ‘Uoners Iayjouy
"apeIB[og Ul S1ULAS 15318] Sy Bur
-13A00 smou Junseopeolq (SOQ)
eiqIag jo uonisoddQ onerowa(g
Y1 Jo spuey dy) ul 133 eynyjoq
uones AJ, wowuisrod-oxd oy
-9ZB[q 3
ur pageuep sem jusurerred [eiapa

ayy o Juim oy o3 apIym Suipping

uorye)s A [, ‘Su

nstidn ongsojij\-nuy

(SIM) uoIsIAR[3) 9)eys uelqIog
3Y1 jo Iooyy punci pue jusw
-9seq 2INUO SY) PIYOI Sowel]
'sed 183 JO SPhop Yim oIy
J19M S)991S AQIBON 'S199:S A
01 UO SMOPUIM YSNOIY) SIASSOTI
Jo somypoid pasesy ‘Burpping
oY) ot yealq 01 pafeuew oym
‘SI0JELISUOWAP AWOS “UIiiM UIng
Ol ponunuod a1y [[ews Gusurer]
-red woly Supwos payySis jsay sem
Yows I3yye INOY ue Uelyy SIOW
*3[NI IBAA-CT S,01A9SOIIN
ysuteSe  1aa0  jsoyjord 183881
3y} aq 01 pareadde jeym anunuos
pue pmoId ayi Ajes oy psydwane
siopes] uonisoddp  -peinfur
a1am opdoad jo suszo(q ‘syesns
2yl ySnoiy) paoyde sapeusid
unjs pue Ie ay) poyy sed 1ed
se fendes ayy noySnony) pesids
S3YSe[D ) wixois o3 Jukn sqow
JJO 2A0Jp $2010] AjIndas 1a3Je
siolensuowsp ysnoy aonod se
Aepo1 Suipfing juswrelreq Suruing
B WOIJ pamof[lq ajows yoepg
*JIAJSOI]A] URPOQO[S
apisaid o1ddoy 01 pourissp
a1doad yye| ¢ ueyy orow jo aoey
3yl Ul pajqunid $a0usjep adpod
SB UOISIAJ[3} 9181S pue Jusweljed
AB[SOZNX  oy; jo [o;
102 PIZIFS SI0JBNSUCIP
NOILISOddO AVISOD

/\U(/v G 10000 Tepeisey

d¥ pue 44y

Mq JusteILrej

£ dewmr

TAEN

"HE HINDUSTAN

6 oCT 200



i
"
¥

m

3 nel ?

»

e |
. "poppe oys  ‘juepisedd JoJ BOTUN)SO] 10] Poj0A ardoad aesodnx

i

oY) jo Ajraolewr anjosqe ue JBY} SN 0} JUIPIAS A1oa SI 3L,
- d1doad oYy JO [[1m SY3 HIeMT3, 0) JI03j0 UE SBM

UOISToep o} PIEs JYSIIq[Y SUISePEI SN 93E)s Jo Arejaioes g
‘pres 1 ‘enteq piensieas

WIoqQM)s © Up £103014 [e9)s 03 urede Surkiy ST ‘pUNoOL puodss U

-pneyj e proy pue [jod a3 St 03 FUTAX} 8958 DVIAISO[IN UBPOQOLS,
pres ()5 9y Jo Aouspisaxd yousi]
sy} Aq penssi juoweyers e Jjod $z Iequedeg oY) Ul BOTUNISO}]
Ag[stloA Jo £10301A oy} KUSp 0) ST UOISIOAP SIY) Jo Wre ATUO dYL,
*£10301A 8 uonisodd( ay) Audp 0} PIq © SB UOIS

-109p 14000 9Y} PAUWAPUOD ) Y], :PA0W UWSPU0d VS1 ¥ NH -

: RoitqeliNe

OTLI}, OY) SOUNOUUR PUB JB9Jop opdouod 0} Aepsinyg, [Hun UOLS

-STUIUI03 UOI}09[0 UNI-93e]s 9} PUR DIAdSOIT UBpPOqoO[g JuapIsald
aae8 uoryisodd( 9y} I93je sinoy 3sn{ owred WOISIdAP Y[

*100Z-PIW UI SpUs ULIa] ST "9jepuetl sIIAdSO[IN JuapIsald

Jo Axridxe o1y JeqJe ureSe p[ay aq pInoys uoipae pondstp a3 pies
‘3Tpag UMNI AN “HAN0D [RUOIINIIISUO0D AB[SOINA 93 JO Peay 9y,

JUn0ddx

e 1snl 10 ‘U0l1da[a-a91 (8303 io [eryaed e jueaw jeyy Ji 18s[d

Sursjew mnoyym ‘[rod eryuspisaid ayp jo jaed [nuue 03 paplddp
pey 1noo oy} ey pajiodas Lousde smau Snlue], g0 2],

"UO1309[9 [eTIuapIsald [BISISA0LIUOD JUOIAL Y3

Jo 3aed po[mUUE 3IN0) [BUONIISU0D 8]} IoYje Kepioiseh [[ejaaly

ojul Juem SIS [oryijed sEraB[sOSug — G RO ‘YAVYDTIL

syiLnay

Uonoafa s[nuue 31n070)

EUEER T
ayj poweos ‘sunfpuey Jur

-ysTpuelq pUe JUNIP SWOS ‘8109

-BI1SUOWAP JO SPMOID ‘1938
‘paqqge SIYSB[I 3y} pue douej
-s1sal O[9I paJejjo sorjod ng
"sowe] Uoy
-01q Ul s[ePyjo awdad jJo saImy
-o1d yym Suofe ‘10o0[f 8Y3 U0
UMOIIS SIOM STUSUNIO(] "SU00L
oy} Surjoo] pue sisynduiod
pue samjtuiny Surysews ‘Jut
-prmqg Y3 Suruwreod aIdm ‘Yunip
woayy jo Aueur ‘sjdoad Sunof jo
sSuer) ‘pauftea soeyp ‘Furpjmq
91y} OPISU] "MO[9( PaIBOL PMOID
ay) se sSeyJ Sulaem ‘sa1uo0d
-1eq s.xajdwod 8y} ojuo pue
smopuwm 91} ySnoay; Surquiro
adem Surp[ing jusweI[IeJ ayl
apisur usaq pey oym siejroddns
uonyisodd() ‘uooureyje aje] Ag
g CAREIC)
1S¥] sem OIA9SO[I]N AN I93Je
s1eod anoy ‘100% ‘AInpr €% £q
‘aaniny ayj ul ouIr} auros ave[d
9¥e} pP[NOM J0[[Bq MU € Pant
pue suoI309[e ay} pa[nuue pey
140105 [EUOIINJIISUOD AR[SOSNX
eyl ey} sjzodar  pamol
-]0} 9AoUI 9y, "siviney siiodax
‘3ui8811 9)0A SuLIGpIO 10] ABPOY

o1Aego[IN 1]y 1surede sadaeyd
ewiwrad payiy ‘aequoaldeg
$7 U1 A10901A S@)epIpued s Jo
uorptuSooaa [eRYJo 10 Sunysy
‘301q uonjisodd() ureur ayJ,
*£319 o) ogul Ful
-WBaI}S U9dS oJom 9I0UWl Spues
-noy) Jo sUd) pue ‘opeadjeq ul
parquiesse pey odoad jo spues
-noYY jJo spoIpuUny 'uoi}doals
lequaldag yg 2U} UL 183I9p
[e10903[e 1dadoe 0 OTAdSOTIN TN
20103 0} pofjed pey uonisodd(
ay} Aqex e8ny e jo 1Ie98
ayj je pardnie sedfew Y],
‘spIem
Aousfaours 01 PAHWPE 1M
Udzop [eIaAds, 18y} pojiodal

fouefe smoeu elog 8y} pue
‘sessamiim 0} Surpaodde ‘paanfur
axom oydoad Jo sUaZO(] 'SPMOID
oy} dn yeaiq o} paay sesd J1es)
pue sepeuaid unjs jo punos
oy} YImm paoyse YoIym ‘[ede)
ayj jo sjeaais ayl ysnoiysy
peaids sayselo ‘O[IYymUBI
“USZOJJ UIRL]
Y} 3w moys zmb e jo S[ppILL
oy ur peydniisjul seM [PUURYD
puooas ayJ 'YoB[Q SUIAIIS
uoIs1AD]9) Julagd] ‘ile 8y} Jjo
UM [PUURYP 18Iy oY} I93eT]
"poyy 901[04 "episut painod sx03
-e1jsuowap pue ‘urprmqg oyl
0jUl 9301q USY} $I0JBIJSUOWap
£q poidepueRmWOd  K[IUd

S3¥3153108d 404 L40ddns SN

dV — 'pres 9y ‘puey S21AISOTIN 1N uaySuays
A[uo pmom yoIym Surgisue op o Les PINoOYs $938}g PaYIU[]
oY} 18U} 0A91[9q J,UOP | PUEB UOTIUSAISIUL ATRYI[IW 0§ 9SBD 918
-uudoadde ue ST JeY} 9A91[oq 3,UOP I, "Pies 91 ‘SI0jeijsuouiop aij)
U0 TWMOP PaYIRID $90.J0f STAISOIIAl AN JI A[LIRI[IWL SUSAISIUT 03
vS.9u J0] ajetadorddeut ag pinom 3] “JBoJap [10399[3 1dadoe 0
JTADSO[IJA UBPOGO[S JUSPISai] Ae[sodng 3umio} ut [reasad pmom
Loy pejotpaad o ,Joeq A1unod ey} 198 03 SulAry,, dlom Aoy
Suikes ‘opead[eg Ul SI10)BIISUOUISDP UM fKytreprjos pessoidxe
fepoy uojuI) 111g IULPIsAId — "¢ 100 ‘NOLONIHSVM

-1edde 1ozoplng v 'o1pnis AL
9y} 9pISINO pIBeY oIoM SIS
's3urp[ing yjoq
Jo [oaqu00 Surye} spmotd pautol
pey juswiBljIeq [eIopdj Je pue
sutppng AJ, 2338 9y e 9o1j0d
Jo su3zop ples £193893014
Bunep
-goaans 10 Surea]y ao1jod Yitm
‘Burpjmq 8y} JO 0IJU0D POISAIM
Ayonb juewelfied powWI0)s
oym siojerjsuowa(] ‘sfeys
-utewl epuededoid so1A9SOTIN
Jo 9uo ‘sisllenbpeay uolsia
-9[9} UnI-9Ye)s dYj pue Sulpyng
juowRIlIed 9} 9pISUl pauwang
soayy ‘uedeq a[na IBAL-gT
ST 90Uls 159904d OTASSO[IN-TIUE
18981l oY) sBAM 1BYM PTWY
“yeajop
[eX032979 1dedoe 21A8SOIII
I 38y} puewap o} operdreg
powxrems ojdood jo spues
-noy} jo speapunp ‘sed I1eo} Jo
spnop prwre way} jydnoy sotjod
SB 8199118 oY) 0JUL DIAISO[IN
uepoqo[g JUaPIsIJ JO saany
-o1d Suipany ‘Aepo} jusureijred
JO [0J3U0D Y00} SI0jRIISUOWA(]
— ¢ PO ‘EavydTdd

$534d A3ILVIJ0SSY

jusawnijing Anjsobnj 19A0 sayn} qolN




s

| ax "PIES 3838 UIWOTY
‘Sur1e0 10] 9[qe[IeAEB 3¢ p[nom

Jey} J93je 18p ¥ SUlULA® MOLIOWI0Y
MODSOTN 0} UINGAL 0} 9np sem unng N
« (5H1e)
J0) (esodoxd sumng juspiseid ul pajss
-I91UT Yonwl AI9A We [, ‘pres ay yoym
Ul ILUWYSOY] XN YIIm mo1a193UT UE
paruud Kepo) sededsmou urissny SUJ,
“T0109]9 S, yjuow 3s¥|
uom oy Suimoys seumdy pojussard sey
oYM ‘edIun}soy] AN pue d148SO[IN I
qjoq 0} Sunyje) uesq Sey UIWAIY YL
- Juejsodwiun
jou ST BIAB[SO8N} ul 9ovod woym 10]
stioszod 9S0Y) YIM SIOBIU0D SAISUIUL
Sumurnuod, sem 19ped] UISSNY oy} jeul
Ty[e(] MON Ul Pres ‘0ypoyid 108108 IN
‘Iress sunng A Jo JeIyd Aindep oYy,
-periodar ssejgge)] Louade smau
weIssny 9y} ‘Uguuy ¥ TN ‘Telsuay)
Kieye1deg N{1 oYy} Yjim ouoyde[ay
Aq SISLIO 9 PasSNISIp ‘BTpU] JO INnoj} [E1d
-1JJ0 Ue w0 ApJUSLIn St oym ‘unnd I
. ‘sH[EY

SYSE JAISOPA I ‘wnjAse AUIp JUOM PISSIY

30 pesodoad sunnd IW 10j jroddns s31
poje)s pue ‘ JOUUBUL JJBIIOWSP € UL,
pejrd[e aq P[noys BIAB[S03NX JO I9peES]
Mau 8y} 3By} pessalys vwn( Y[
‘fepung uo 9304 Jjo
-unJ B Ul 8o1unysoyf I\ 99ef 03 JIA9SO[II

uo pesodwr SuUOL}OUEBS DIUOUODD
1] pue OTAdSO[I I 1040 BIIUNISO3]
aelsifop I £q ulm punoi-isay
e astufooas 0} SO1}IOYINE AB[SOSNL
oy Jutanssaad dojs 03 SIUOWUISA0S
uIaIsa ) U0 Poffed Lepo) ewn( Y3 ‘uon

iy moj[e o) Ppe3su
sem SJunpunod 3eYj} .
surepo uopisoddQ ayy,
' S108] pojuswWt
-nJop pue paysi{qeise
jo sIiseq 9Yyj uo pue
ME] 9Y) JO JIOMAWEB]
8y} Ul UOTYSE} PIzZI[IATd |,
B uy, peAjosal oq pmoys
zequardeg g Jo s[iod
PUNOI-)SIL PIISIIU0D Y}
Bumor[oj sendsIp IV
-pres sorndap 8y3 ‘)
-[UNWU0d [BUOIJBUIAGUL
ayy ur eoe(d AyYjlom
g, sumsse 0} erag[sodng |

a[qeu? pinom SIY]
‘poravdal

1nesoIl uepoqols JN

-eie(dap perdope A[snow
-rugun jsowrfe ue uj
*MOISON
ut sjiodax eipawr Q)
Suipiooos ‘eissny J1ajue 03
s811) oY J1 pourejap
ST O1ASSOTIN AN 9Y3 8}
Surisisul st UojBUIYSe M

« TBL
uo nd pue pajysaiie aq
JIABSOTIIN I 18U}

popuewap Apiqnd Juraq
st 91 ‘puey J8y3o Y3 UQ,
Jut
-fes se uizoJoy Iy pajonb
KouaBe smeu XeLIaju]
Jeiaeisodng ssuanppul
01 an3orerp [esr3ijod asn

xXeJaoquy ‘opeadied

2
%
-

£1301098 §1 puBy U0 8Y)
“Laogt
0AO0S03] UT S9010] Ar[s68ng £q paIwInion
sery00438 10] [BLI} puels 0) endel Y[,
Ul SONILIOYJILE 03 JTASSOIIN I PUBY 03
pajesSiqo s1 eissny ‘JeqUIOUL N[ ® SV
“jo1gu0d padpay-[[y ojut Sundnis spieq
uoroa[e Surje[esse ay3 jusaaad 0} Feam
SIY) MODSOJN Ul S}[€} P[OY edTunisoy
ar[stfop IW [BAIL UOIF09(8 SIY pUE
otaesojIly I peSin sey ‘unng
Juwipe[A I ‘yueprsalg ueissny oyj,

) ‘gaaedar
pro1 ‘urzofoy ALryrwqg IW ‘sarejje
uftedo] 10§ 9933TWWOD BUWN( 9Y3 JO
pesy oy} ‘ AsuwodAy, o1em jusuriredep
97B1s Q1 9 4q 1099 sIY) 03 S[[BD

*Aepo] pIEs MOISOTA Ul
jueurerpred oY) Ul [BIOLJO JOTULS € ‘AI01LL
-199 S11 U0 WN[ASE 83038 Japes] Aesodnx

13 j1 so8aeyd SeWILId JBM 23B] 0] 1S3 M
1 01 OIASSO[IJAl UBPOQO[S I\ 91IpRIIXd
QU ({4 e1ssny — ¥ 190 ‘MODSON

189 M\ YLy,

4
03 eissny uodn Sul[[ed Qg\ﬂw\ J 4NLNIOY SSIHd IHISLN3C
3 Y, ) .




o

===

N4

\/

Belgrade, October 6

The cour\%tdov\{fﬁt\%) B

V&

-
WITH BELGRADE in chaos since
Thursday as protestors stormed
the Yugoslav Parliament and state
television station, it appeared that
President Slobodan Milosevic’s
gamble in calling early presidential
elections had fatally backfired.

Following is a chronology of
recent events in Yugoslavia.

September 24: Yugoslavia bolds
presidential and parliamentary
elections. Late on polling day, the
Opposition says its candidate |,
Vojislav Kostunica has won an §
absolute majority with 57 per cent
of the votes against 33 per cent for
Milosevic. The regime issues con-
tradictory figures, with 44 per cent
for Milosevic and 41 per cent for
Kostunica.

September 25: 40,000 Opposition &
supporters rally in Belgrade to
“celebrate victory”. Western leaders accuse
Milosevic of manipulating the resuits,

September 26: The Federal Electoral
Commission gives Kostunica 48.96 per cent of
the votes against 38.62 per cent for Milosevic
and says there will be a second round of voting.
Kostunica accuses the regime of “stealing
votes” and rejects the run-off.

September 27: Kostunica tells a rally of
200,000 supporters in Belgrade that “there will
be no bargaining”.

September 28: The Electoral Commission

announces a presidential run-off on October 8.
Opposition leader Zoran Djindjic of the
Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS)
responds by calling for a nation-wide campaign

of civil disobedience. Montenegro, the
Orthodox Church and Serb nationalists all
recognise Kostunica as the winner.

September 29: Kostunica claims he has won
over 52 per cent of the vote and demands a
recount. The DOS lodges a complaint with the
electoral committee. Demonstragjghs spread
throughout Serbia.

elgrade

|4
uprising

September 30: The Electoral
Commission rejects the Opposition
complaint and insists on a second
round of voting. Russian President
Vladimir Putin offers to mediate
by sending Foreign Minister to
Belgrade.

October 2: A nation-wide cam-
paign of civil disobedience gains
momentum. Parts of the state-run
media say they back the
Opposition. In a first public
appearance, Milosevic accuses the
DOS of “wanting to place the
Balkans under the control of the
Western powers”. Putin says he is
ready to meet Milosevic and
Kostunica in Moscow to resolve
the crisis.

October 3: The government
warns it will “prevent and punish”
subversive activity as strikes and
demonstrations continue to spread.

October 4: The Opposition sets
an October 6 deadline for Milosevic to
acknowledge Kostunica's victory. The
Constitutional Court, controlled by Milosevic
supporters, announces the cancellation of the
presidential vote. Opposition denounces it as a
ploy to buy time for the regime.

October 5: Yugoslav Opposition demonstra-
tors seize control of the Parliament and state
television buildings in Belgrade as police
defences crumble in the face of more than

300,000 people determined to /)ppl
(

Milosevic.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

'li'"; oCi 100

——



S

4f\/\JThe last castle -

Thye Hindustan Times

THE STORMING of Parliament by Yugoslav demonstrators is
the concluding image of an 11-year long film that began with
the tearing down of the Berlin Wall. The swift and sudder) col-
lapse of Slobodan Milosevic’s regime means the fall of the
last East European holdout to the open society of the West.
Appropriately, the curtain is being drawn on Mr Milosevic’s
regime by the thousands of ordinary Serbs who spontaneously
turned a street rally into a popular uprising. Mr Milosevic was
a canny survivor of the collapse of communism in Europe. He
shed his Marxist straitjacket for the costume of a tribal leader,
complete with warpaint. Feeding on the mix of confusion and
grievances experienced by Serbians following the Cold War's
cnd, Mr Milosevic threatened to bring back communal conflict
o Europe in the 21st century. He helped trigger three wars.
But the ultranationalist fires he fanned only consumed the
Serbs themselves.

The conflicts led to Yugoslavia’s international isolation, its

cconomic impoverishment and the eviction of Serbians from
the land they had lived on for centuries. Mr Milosevic’s flag-
waving was initially popular. He was twice elected to office. But
as his message and his policies bore only bitter fruit, he was
forced to use more and more repression to stay in power, When
the Milosevic cronies in the election commission and the con-
stitutional court tried first to tamper with and then put aside
last month’s election results, the Yugoslav public’s patience ran
out, The democratic Opposition, led by Vojislav Kostunica and
claiming he had won 57 per cent of the vote, began a pro-
gramme of civil disobedience. In the past few days, as even
Mr Milosevic's hand-picked special police units have melted
away, his regime’s authority has been reduced to a pretence,

Mr Kostunica was the perfect candidate against Mr Milosevic.
Mr Kostunica has been a strident critic of the West’s military
intervention in Kosovo and its bombing of Yugoslavia.
However, he is not linked to the failure of Mr Milosevic’s
demagoguery. Mr Kostunica is a nationalist but one who
recognises that the Serbs cannot progress through ethnic
sentiment, that they need to rejoin the European mainstream.,
Mr Kostunica's official spokesperson derided Mr Milosevic as
a “petty Balkan tyrant”. Mr Milosevic was much more than
that, His concept of nationhood defined by ethnicity rather
than values, threatened the liberal vision of a common
European homeland. If he had succeeded, it is likely other East
European leaders would have hoisted the banner of ethnic pop-
ulism. The Yugoslavs have done more than free themselves.
They have freed Europe of the fear that his example would turn
half the continent into a battlegrgund reminiscent of the 17th
rather than the 21st century.

/ .
Lament 6f mohajirs

IT WILL never be known whether Jinnah really said on his
eathbed that Partition was the biggest mistake of his life, but
ere is no surer indiction than Pakistan’s present plight of how
ts founder’s objective has turned into a nightmare, The latest
group to voice concern about the country’s fate comprises the
so-called mohajirs who represent the Muslims who went to
Pakistan from India in 1947. Some of them have banded
together with the Pathan, Baluch and Sindhi nationalists to
form a Pakistan Oppressed Nationalities’ Movement (PONM)
to voice their disenchantment. It might have been easy to dis-
miss such groups as typical of frustrated would-be rebels who
can be found representing various countries in different world
capitals, The fact that both the MQM, the party of the moha-
Jirs, and the PONM operate from London will lepd substance
to such a cynical assessment. O

MQM delegation currently in India, rings true in the
Pakistan’s abysmal human rights record relating to the
ties, then it is a matter of deep concern to India. For what is
apparently happening is that Pakistan is facing a second parti-
tion, After the emergence of Bangladesh in 1971 had buried
the two-nation theory, Pakistan is now coming increasingly
under pressure from various restive communities, It is a prob-
lem which other countries also face, The difference in Pakistan,
however, is that its lack of democracy, flirtation with funda-
mentalist elements and dependence on the military make it

N

nearly impossible for it to control civil unrest,

It is well known even in Pakistan that the army's brutality
was responsible for fuelling the liberation movement in
Bangladesh. What is less well known is that the first spark
was lighted in Dhaka way back in 1952 when the loca)
people demonstrated against the imposition of Urdu. The
inscnsitiveness evident then and in 1971 has now been
compounded by the jehadis who are taking Pakistan back
to the medieval ages. To what extent such bigots under a
military dictatorship portend ill for the entire region can be
gauged from the deep anxiety that is being expressed by

vitrious groups from Pakistan itself,
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Kussia recognises Op; ’usmon

leader Kostunic

Hq’g‘) 10

IN A stunning U-turn, Ryssia
today recognised Yugoslav op;?si-

Jon Boyle
Moscow, October 6

tion leader Vojislav Kostunica's
historic presidential election vi¢to-
ry over Slobodan Milosevic after
almost two weeks of stalling.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov announced the policy shift
after talks with Kostunica in
Belgrade, where he had been dis-
patched Friday for consultations
by President Vladimir Putin.

Ivanov handed over a letter from
the Russian president and was
later filmed holding discussions
with Milosevic at an undisclosed
location.

It was not clear if Ivanov had also
transmitted a personal message
from Putin to the beleaguered
Yugoslav leader, whose 13-year
rule of the Balkan state appeared
doomed.

After their meeting, Ivanov
quashed rumours that Milosevic
could be preparing to leave the
country, saying he wanted to

ot

remain active in Yugoslav politics
as head of the country's main
party, the Socialist Party of Serbia.

"As the leader of the biggest
party, he wants to keep playing a
role in the political life in the coun-

New Delhi happy
NEW Delhi-on Friday* congratu-

lated 'President-elect' Kostunica
and wished the people of
Yugoslavia well. The MEA said: "It
is the (Indian) Government's
view that with a successful con-
clusion of the electoral process,
peace and stability must retum
in Yugoslavia. It is also hoped
that the hardship faced by its
people over the past years will
now immediately end."

HTC, New Delhi

try," Ivanov said in an indication
that much political maneouvering
remained to be done.

In his letter, Putin told Kostunica
that he hoped "you, as leader of
the democratic forces, who have
taken on the responsibility for the
future of our brother Yugoslav

Presiden

people, will manage to ou
can to overcome the current crisis."

Addressing him as "Dear Mr
Kostunica," Putin and consciously
avoided any reference to the
Opposition official as president. But
he pledged to continue Moscow's
support for the country's territorial
integrity, code for its fierce opposi-
tion to any secession by the UN-run
province of Kosovo from the
Yugoslav federation.

Russia's about turn came less
than a day after Putin repeated his
offer to mediate in the escalating
crisis, which saw massive crowds
yesterday storm parliament and
state television. -

The popular uprising left in tat-
ters Putin's policy of talks, studied
neutrality and insistence on a run-
off ballot. For two weeks, Moscow
has studiously ignored mounting
Western calls for it to join the cho-
rus of condemnation of Milosevic,
mindful of the vociferous Leftists
and Nationalists in parliament who
back his policy of challenging
Washington’s lead role in world
affairs. (AFP)
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Milosevic, who lost the recent elections but still would not quit office, has
had to flee after half a million protesters thronged the stréets and
stormed Parliament. When the security police joined the crowds, the fate
of Mr Milosevic was sealed. With the instalment of Mr Vojislav Kostuni-
ca, who won the recent election, Yugoslavia completes the process that-
began with the demolition of the Berlin wall in 1989. The change of lead-
ership in Belgrade means that sanctions on Yugoslavia are likely to be
lifted by the US and the rest of Europe. Now the whole of the Balkans
will be fitted into the framework of the Organisation of Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE). Hopefuily, this development will help to
promote peace and stability in the region and preserve the integrity of
the Yugoslav federation, as it exists today, with Kosovo continuing as an
autonomous region within it. With their commitment to promote plural-
istic, multicultural and multiethnic states, this will bé the acid test for the
US and the EU. The Yugoslav problem was not so much an ideological
isfue, in the Cold War sense, as an outbreak of intense national chauvin-
jsm and ethnic and religious separatism. Though the break-up of
ugoslavia was initially encouraged by the western powers, they
eventually realised the high cost of fanning the flames of secessionism.
Yugoslavia's tragic story traces its roots to the Communist regime of
Tito, who was a Croat-Slovene. Under him, the majority Serbs felt alien-
ated. The breakdown of Yugoslavia was accompanied by a backlash of
Serb chauvinism. It was exacerbated by the dubious secession of Bosnia
and the blatantly partisan role played by the West against Serb aspira-
tions for self-determination within Bosnia. Similarly, in Serbian percep-
tion Kosovan secessionism was fanned by external forces. Mr Milosevic
rode the crest of Serbian chauvinism, uniting them behind him through a
shared sense of injustice. He took advantage of his protector image to
promote crony capitalism and private militias. The progressive alien-
ation of vast sections which had earlier supported him was inevitable.
; His recent amendment of the constitution to enable him to be elected
yet again fuelled the anger against him, resulting in 16 opposition parties
uniting behind Mr Kostunica to fight him in the presidential election.
The US and Europe came out openly against Mr Milosevic, promising to
lift sanctions provided he was voted out. Unfortunately, since the Hague
tribunal had indicted Mt Milosevic for war crimes in Kosovo, his contin-
uing in office became essential for him. In the election held on Septem-
ber 25, Mr Milosevic, according to the official count, polled 41 per cent
and his opponent 49 per cent. In the popular view, the latter won an ab-
solute majority and, therefore, was entitled to the presidency straight-
away, instead of having to go through a second round of polling as
required by electoral law. The last straw was the setting aside of the poll
result by the constitutional court to enable Mr Milosevic to complete his
:urrent term of office. This br)/ght the population into the streets, and

7/  People's power has asserted itself in Belgrade. President %%bodan

sreed Mr Milosevic to flee
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'JGOSLAVlA OPPN FORMS CRISIS PANEL; EU SFT TO L'FT CURBS

BLOWING THE WHISTLE ON MILOSEVIC: Wearing a police hat, a girl blows a whistle as she joins
dag-waving crowds surging across central Belgrade to celebrate the toppling of Yugoslavia’s strongman.

BELGRADE: Russia joined the
international outpouring of sup-
port on Friday for the forces that
toppled  Yugoslav  dictator
Slobodan Milosevic, stripping the
disgraced regime of its key
backer and helping Yugoslavia’s
new leaders solidify their control.
Russia’s foreign minister Igor
Ivanov flew to Belgrade and said
he was conveying the congratula-
tions of Russian President
Vladimir Putin to Vojislav
Kostunica, the opposition leader
already being hailed by Western
heads of and even Yugoslav state

- media as the ‘president-elect’.
Russia was the last major
European nation to withhold sup-
port for Mr Kostunica as the win-
ner of the September 24 elections.
Mr Ivanov’s statement removes
the last possibility of any impor-
tant international backing for Mr
Milosevic. Mr Ivanov also
planned to meet Mr Milosevic in
his hiding place, the Yugoslav

news agency Tanjug reported.
The whereabouts of Mr
Milosevic and his family were not
known although opposition

leader Zoran Djindjic said the
former was believed to be hiding
outside Bor near Yugoslavia’s
borders with Romania and
Bulgaria. The governments of
two Balkan neighbours, Bulgaria
and Romania, ordered their
armed forces to remain on the
alert for any attempt by Mr

S. Milosev

V. Kostunica

Milosevic or his allies to slip out
of Yugoslavia.

In Brussels, the European
Union said it would start lifting
its sanctions against Serbia from
Monday when its foreign minis-
ters meet in Luxembourg. “The
timetable is very clear,” EU high
representative for foreign policy
Javier Solana told BBC World

Service Radi a live interview
on Friday. "

“On Monday, there will be a
general affairs council and at that
meeting, the sanctions will begin
to lift,” he said, using the formal
name for the EU foreign minis-
ters’ meetings.

Meanwhile, Mr Kostunica and
his supporters continued to con-
solidate their control. Worries
eased about Mr Milosevic
launching a military counter-
attack. Most police commanders
have joined the groundswell
behind Mr Kostunica. The victo-
rious Democratic Opposition of
Serbia (DOS) set up a crisis com-
mittee to run the country before
new elections and to “perform
key functions.in coordination
with Kostunica”, one of its lead-
ers told the Independent Beta
News Agency.

The committee has branches
reaching into the army, the police,
supplies, the economy and other
vital functions of government,
said a senior DOS member,
Velimir Ilic. (Agencies)

» See Edit: Milosevic's Exit, Page 12
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Balkan snakepi
can do without
West’s hypocrisy

The fall of Slobodan Milosevic began with an election that he
called and then denied, spurring the electors to demand that the
army respect their decision and protect their sovereignty,

!

it was no the
omblng, the danc-
tlons and the postur-
ng of Nato politi-

cians.It was not the “fall of the
last Communist dictator”. It
was certainly not the British

Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook,
endlessly lecturing the Serbs on
“what they should do” and
“what we want to create in
Yugoslavia”. Nor is the
Yugoslav question answered. It
will begin again.

Despite Nato’s efforts to bomb
Slobodan Milosevic from power,
indeed to kill him in his house,
he was toppled by a self-inflict-
ed, democratic-miscalculation.

- Tony Blair presented him as a
dictator akin to Hitler. But Mr

Milosevic was elected President
of Serbia in 1989 and as
President of Yugoslavia in
1997.

He corrupted government, cen-
sored the media, killed enemies
and perverted justice, like
many “good friends of Britain”
round the world. But his elec-
tions were contested.

writes SIMON JENKINS

paigned and Yugoslav local gov-
ernment has been solidly anti-
Milosevic since 1996. Sanctions
helped to ruin the Serbian econ-
omy, though not as much as
Communism and the mafia.
They exasperated many citi-
zens of Belgrade.

But they strengthened Mr
Milosevic and made his family
one of the richest ruling houses
in Europe, leaving potential
opponents in the Serb middle
class isolated and impover-
ished.

Mr Milosevic's mistake was to
bring forward 2001’s scheduled
presidential election. Only
when he refused to accept the
result did provincial Serbs join
urban radicals on the streets of
Belgrade. Only when the army
and police denied their support
to the President’s annulling of
the election result did street
protest prove overwhelming.
The geography of central
Belgrade is perfectly fashioned
for the photogenic “revolution of
the crowd”, with parliament,
broadcasting and government
offices within easy walking dis-

Opposition candidates cam-

President Slobodan Milosevic inspects a bridge downed by Nato airstrikes,
over the Danube River in Novi Sad, Yugoslavia on 14 June 1999. — AP/PTi
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tance of each other. Streets and
squares are hard for soldiers to
isolate. But the mob needed the
election to win legitimacy in the
eyes of the true arbiters of
power, the army.

As Jonathan Eyal pointed out
in The Times on Friday, this
was not a street revolution so
much &s a military coup to pro-
tect a democratic decision.

Mr Milosevic was a popular
rabble-rouser turned autocrat.
He rose to power by defending
Serbs against Albanian atroci-
ties in Kosove, and orchestrated
the expulsion of non-Serbs from
much of Bosnia and Kosovo. In
doing so he: committed what are
now considered “war crimes”
and besmirched the name of his
country and people. But his
greatest ally was the hypocrisy
of the West, which feted his
partner in Balkan Fascism,
Franjo Tudjman of Croatia, a
blatant partiality bitterly
resented by Serb opinion.
American collusion in Tud-
jman’s murderous “cleansing” of
250,000 Krajina Serbs and
Nato’s current supervision of
the KILA’s “final solution” to the
Serbs in Kosovo enhanced that
paranoia. Serbs will never for-
get this. Visitors to Belgrade in
1999 found antagonism
towards Nato no less ferocious
than antagonism towards Mr
Milosevic.

One of the most articulate crit-
ics of Nato action was the man
whom the West is now eulogis-
ing as another Lech Walesa or
Vaclav Havel. Vojislav Kostu-
nica is a dull, old-style Serb
nationalist who opposed Mr
Milosevic’s signature of the
Dayton accords as capitulation.
He Las never criticised Serb

R SEATESMAN

Oppaosition supporters wave a Serbian fiag during the pro-Opposition rally in
front of the Federal Parliament in Belgrade on Friday. — AP/PTI. »

ethnic cleansing and called the
Kosovan conflict “America’s pri-
vate war”. Like Mr Milosevic in
1989, he has been elected to
restore his country’s pride and
good order. Mr Kostunica haz
no more accepted Serb deicar
than did Mr Milosevic.

He may be a moderate, an
intellectual and a passionate
democrat, but he dare not be
less of a Serb if he is to survive
in the snakepit of Balkan poli-
tics.

Yet since “my enemy’s enemy
must be my friend”, the West’s
dumbed-down diplomacy has
taken Mr Kostunica to its
heart. He will reciprocate. He
will expect Nato to honour its
promise for Serb troops to police
Kosovo’s frontiers and holy
places those Orthodox churches
that have not yet been demol-
ished or desecrated under Nato
“protection”.

Mr Kostunica owes his power
to a fiercely nationalistic army.
He is also host to the largest
concentration of refugees in
Europe, possibly half a million
Serbs and Gypsies driven from
Croatia and the Nato/UN pro-
tectorates of Bosnia and
Kosovo. These people are squat-
ting in schools, hospitals and
office blocks. Mr Kostunica will
want them repatriated and
guarded, or an open border
could send them in a vast dias-
pora westwards.

Whatever was the mess left
behind by Communism, it has

-8 oC1 20D
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been made worse by interven-
tion. From the end of the 1980s,
Balkan realpolitik demanded
repartition as the only path to
long-term stability. This was
bound to involve nasty conflicts.
Nato’s actions escalated the
aastiness, prolonged the resolu-
tion and increased the cost.

The flames this week in
Belgrade could yet rekindle the
fires of Kosovo. Whether or not
Mr Milosevic might have fallen
sooner had he not been propped
up by Nato bombing, that inter-
vention ensured that Mr
Kostunica must be a Serb
nationalist first and foremost.
At the very least, outsiders
such as Mr Cook should stop
rewriting history to their own
gain. They did not topple Mr
Milosevic. They did not bomb
democracy into the last
Communist dictatorship in
Europe. They merely blocked
the Danube and sent Serb poli--
tics back to the Dark Ages of
autocracy. It was not sanctions
that induced the army to switch
sides; generals did well from
the black market. The fall of Mr
Milosevic began with an elec-
tion that he called and then
denied, spurring the electors to
demand that the army respect
their decision and protect their
sovereignty.

For that, Yugoslavia’s demoe-
racy deserves the credit, not
Nato's Tomahawk missiles.

— The Times, LOW
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.THIS eventful century about to end in less than thyee |

months has heen distinguished by the inability of tyrakts -
and despots to accept that although the details may vary, it\i is. ! !
no longer -possible to pretend that what they do not allow’

“publish or broadcast does not. happen Slobodan Milosévie of

Yugoslavia is merely the last in a long series to acknowledge

. this truth. It is also true that the vox populi can no longer be

denied, no matter what repression is unleashed upon the peo-
ple in the name of democratic centralism, in the case of the fol-
lowers of the century old-dogma discredited in its mother
country, or just.plain brutality as in the case of Milosevig. It
was hard to believe what one saw on television screens; in the

~space of less than forty eight hours, a mighty regresswe '
| machine;humbled in Belgrade, its parhamentary

uilding
stormed ‘and set on fire by unarmed civilians who had had

enough, the police siding with the demonstrators, the army too
frightened to stir out of their-barracks, television statwns
taken gver and President Milosevic sent packlng, no one in a
mood to listen to his wish that he continue to head his discred-
ited Socialist party, which translates as pleading for protec-
tion against charges of crimes against humanity for which-he

is wanted at the International Court of Justice at the Hague. '
Even Vladimir Putin, the former head of the dreaded KGB:in

“Soviet Russia and now the democratically elected President of

the new.Russia had to fall in line and lend his weight to pris-
ing-Milosevic out of Belgrade. The tyrant lost heart earlier
than may have been expected but he tried to hold on. His court
handed down an ‘order, which seemed to give aid and comfort

to the pretence that the electoral verdict was less than deci-

‘give and perhaps a runoff would be necessary. Putin initially

made confusing noises. Yugoslavia does not have a tradition of

a free press or an independent judiciary; Marshal Tito saw to
that and for far longer than he might, because he was also the

hationalist standing up to Stalin in Moscow and earned the
appropriate brownie points. Next day the court reversed itself
and recognised the victory of Vojislav Kostunica for what. it -

‘was — -decisive with a lead of over ten per cent of the vote. It
may be noted in passing that the court was not handing down

| a learned judgment based on first principles or a long list of

precedents, they were recognising reality and for this relief

1 much thanks.

It is not as though the victor in the election, ‘whom Mﬂesevm

' steadfastly refused to acknowledge until it was too late, is a

dyed in the wool democrat. He too is a Serb and comes out of a
roughly similar. corner but unlike Milosevic he is an academic
and a respected figure in the country, He did not win the elec-
tion, Milosevic lost'it. As President rCyhnton shrewdly observed,
any American intervention would have been counterproduc-
(f by the
Yugoslav peeple and they had Amencan support He struck
just the right note.” -~ - -
Kostunica’s taskis onIy nbw ‘be 1nn1ng Rapid progress
towards democratic institutions shot d not be expected but the
direction is clear. The lesson f6f the
do not pay ‘and respect for the e
must be ensured. Kustonica must aliow. for the fact that the
n.g,.yglbe high. And as.of now
Milosevic will be. waiting i in the wings.for himto miake 4 mis-
take., Despite the caveat vord of praise and admu'atwn for

worth and personality

time heing is that crimes -
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i/Pressﬂrgﬁtt;y Moscow

.+ jurned the tide?

L/ By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, OCT. 7. In a dramatic turnarocund Moscow intervened in the
Yugoslav crisis, recognising Mr. Vojislav Kostunica as the country’s
new leader and persuading the President, Mr. Slobodan Milesevic, to
step down without a fight.

During his blitz visit to Belgrade on Friday, the Russian Foreign

i Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, congratulated Mr. Kostunica on his election

victory and handed in a message from the Russian President, Mr,
Vladimir Putin, which left no doubt that Russia recognised the victory
of the Serb Opposition leader.

For two weeks after the Presidential elections in Yugaslavia, Mos-
cow had carefully avoided taking sides, insisting on the need for a
run-off vote and saying that only Yugoslav courts could declare a
winner. The Kremlin's fence-sitting stand came in for strong criticism
from Russian media and analysts, who said Moscow was losing its last
chance to retain influence in the Balkans.

However, after returning to Moscow from India the Russian Presi-

dent swiftly dispatched his Foreign Minister to Belgrade with a letter
of congratulations to Mr. Kostunica. “1 hope that you as the leader of

| the democratic forces in Yugoslavia, who has assumed responsibility

for the future of the fraternal Yugoslav people, will be able to do
everything possible to overcome the internal political crisis,” Mr,
Putin said. “I am convinced that you and your supporters, being
adherents to democratic values, will do everything necessary so
events develop within a legal framework and the necessary conditions
are created to strengthen the legitimate basis of the legisiative and
executive branches of power,” the message said.

Moscow snatched victory from the jaws of defeat in Yugoslavia,
Russian media said. “At a last moment Moscow has corrected its
mistake and made probably the most painful change in its foreign
policy (by dropping support for Mr. Milosevic),” the authoritative
Nezavisimaya Gazeta said on Saturday. Russia’s intervention helped
insure a peaceful transfer of power in Yugoslavia.

After meeting Mr. Milosevic in Belgrade, the Russian Foreign Minis-
ter said the Yugoslav President had agreed not to use force to retain
his position. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Milosevic met the victorious Op-
position leader and went on television to concede his defeat. ‘Mos-
cow helped secure safety guarantees for Mr. Milosevic from the new
Yugoslav leader,” Russian State television said in a report from Bel-
grade.

In a recognition of Moscow’s role in resolving the potentially stand-
off the television showed Mr. Kostunica praising Russia’s role in Yu-
goslavia at a joint press conference with Mr. Ivanov in Belgrade. “The
Russian Federation has been giving assistance to Yugoslavia in resolv-
ing many complicated problems, such as the NATO aggression last
year and the struggle for lifting sanctions,” the Yugoslav President-
elect said. “Russia has also helped settle political crises in Yugoslavia
linked to different interpretation of election results, whether it were
municipal eiections in 1996 or Presidential elections in 2000.” Mr.
Ivanov quoted Mr. Kostunica as telling him that he wanted to make

. his first foreign visit to Russia.
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/U.S. may,lift sanctios

By Sridhar Krishrfaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 7. The United
States has, not surprisingly, wel-
comed the fast-paced develop-
ments in Yugoslavia and the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, has
held out the prospect of an early
lifting of sanctions now that Mr.
Slobodan Milosevic has been
shown the door.

“Now is not the time for the
United States or its allies to re-
treat from the Balkans in compla-
cency. Now is the time to stay the
course and stick with the people
who have won their freedom, the
time to build the economic and
civil institutions that will allow
democracy to endure, reconcilia-
tion and cooperation to develop
and the economy to grow”’, Mr.
Clinton said at the White House.

For an administration that has
been demanding that Mr. Milo-
sevic must meet his fate and fu-
ture at the hands of the
International War Crimes Tribu-
nal at The Hague, Washington
had also made it known that
should the former Yugoslavian
strongman managed to carve a
role for himself in the emerging
scheme of things, the lifting of
sanctions gould be difficult.

Hosevic has finally conced-
elections and perhaps only

is problematical in*the sense that
the Clinton adminisfration has
been demanding that Mr. Milo-
sevic should be handed over to
The Hague as there is an indict-
ment turned in.

The U.S. has been especially
sharp in its statements on this
subject as it was thought that Mr.
Milosevic might land up in Russia
to ‘‘negotiate’” a way out of the
political mess of his making. Re-
jecting any asylum for Mr. Milo-
sevic, the White Housce
spokesman said, “We are not pro-
posing a deal, we are not encou-
raging a deal and we would not
endorse or support any such
deal.”

There are two Dbroad sets of
sanctions against Serbia which
will have to be acted upon.

The American and European
sanctions include an oil embargo,
a ban on commerce with Yugos-
lav firms that were believed to be
controlled by the Milosevic Gov-
ernment, the denial of visas for
high level officials and denial of
full rights at the United Naticns
including at the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and
other lending institutions.

The other set of sanctions, in-
cluding an arms embargo, has
been imposed by the United Na-
tions which can be removed only
by a Security Council resoltiti()/
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ZYugoslaV allies

A ‘0\0 COllld 6 o
become rivals

MISHA GLENNY
THE TIMES, LONDON

BELGRADE, Oct. 7. ~ Mr
Vojislav Kostunica has said he
intends organising elections for
a constituent assembly in a
year or so, but before then he

must overcome some very awk- -

ward political obstacles, not
least the fact that he has allies
who are likely to become rivals
quickly. The movement that
destroyed Mr Milosevic is a
broad front in which cracks are
already appearing.

The new President is over-
whelmingly the most popular
figure in Serbia but he could
not have swept aside Mr

| Milosevic without the assis-

' tance of several key figures.
The most important of these is
Mr Zoran Djindjic, whose
Democratic Party was the
backbone of the protest move-
ment. Insiders say the two men
distrust each other and both
have real political ambition.

The suave and attractive Mr
Djindjic played the key role in
organising the general strike
and. people’s protest on
Thursday that eventually
brought Mr Milosevic down. A
born politician, he has built up
a very forceful political
machine that controls many
regions at the local level.

A former student activist and
left-winger, Mr Djindjic has
had a successful career both as
a businessman and in politics.

“Many say his ambition knows
few bounds, but his decision

not to seek the Opposition’s |

presidential candidature, step-
ping aside for Mr Kostunica

1

instead, was crucial for the -

success of Thursday’s revolu-
tion and a sign that Mr
Djindjic is prepared to sacrifice
his ambition for the common

good. With the Democratic .

Party under his control, howev-
er, he will not make life easy
for Mr Kostunica.

Mr Kostunica will also have

to beware two other snakes in -

the grass. One is Mr Vuk
Draskovic, the maverick oppo-
sition figure who was suspect-
ed by many of being in Mr
Milosevic’s pocket. The other is
the arch-nationalist Mr
Vojislav Seselj, the most trou-
blesome of all. His Radical
Party is in a coalition with Mr
Milosevic’s Socialist Party.

Though Mr Kostunica’s over-
whelming popular support
gives him considerable political
capital for the moment, he may
well find that his old friends
will start to make life very dif-
ficult for him, as he tries to
make sense of the constitution,
tackle the country’s chronic
economic problems-and recon-
cile Yugoslavia with the
Balkans and the West.

It is Yugoslavia’s great for-
tune that Mr Kostunica is a
constitutional lawyer. The con-
stitutional order with its multi-
ple parliaments is a shambles,
made exceptionally complicat-
ed by curious relationship
between Serbia and its tiny sis-

ter republic, Montenegro.
.

.
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BEIJING, Oct. 7. — China, among}he
staunchest supporters of Mr Slobodan
Milosevic, has strongly denied reports that
the defeated President was trying to fly
Yugoslavia’s state gold reserves to Beijing.,

“We resolutely deny this,” the foreign
ministry spokesman, Mr Sun Yuxi, said.
“This is absolutely untrue,” he said of a
warning yesterday by leading Serbian
economist Mr Mladjan Dinkic that an
overnight plane bound for Beijing might be
stashed with an estimated $ 150 million
worth of gold. '

Mr Dinkic, a backer of the President-
elect, Mr Vojislav Kostunica, said he
ieceived the information about the plane

rom an Opposition supporter working

~"China denies Milo

Mr Dinkic said they had informed the

head of Belgrade police, Mr Branko Djuric,.

but subsequent checks found nothing out
of the ordinary.

A witness said that after being halted
for two hours and searched by police, the
plane took off towards the east, on its reg-
ular route via the Ukrainian capital,
Kiev.

A regular Yugoslavia Airlines DC-10
flight from Belgrade was scheduled to
arrive in the Chinese capital today accord-
ing to China’s official timetable.

Mr Milosevic, in a national television
address yesterday, conceded defeat to Mr
Kostunica, and vowed to stay on in
Yugoslavia to spearhead political opposi-
tion.

In its first official Chinese comment
since Mr Milosevic’s defeat became appar-

EVIC gold rush

ent, China said yesterday it was “seriously
concerned” about the situation in
Yugoalavia. :

But a terse statement by foreign ministry
spokesman which Sun published repeated
Beijing’s long-standing policy of non-inter-
vention in the affairs of other countries.
Sun said Beijing “respected the choice of
the Yugoslav people.”

“China calls on all ethnic groups and
political forces in Yugoslavia to give priori-
ty to the fundamental interests of the state
and people in order to properly deal with
the current situation through peaceful
means and prevent armed conflicts and
maintain national stability,” a Chinese for-
eign office spokesman said.

Diplomats said Sun’s guarded comments
indicated Beijing was taking a wait-and-
see attitude to events in Yugoslavia.



Kostounica all -
set to take oath

BELGRADE, OCT. 7. Yugoslavia’s par-
liament began a meeting today
that will formally end 13 years of
rule by Mr. Slobodan Milosevic
and usher in what has been hailed
as a new era of hope under the
new President, Mr.Q/ojislav Kos-

tounica. W
The 178 newly-electedVm

bers of the two Houses began seN-
arate sessions, mostly to take car
of formal protocol. They will then
gather for a joint session to wit-
ness the swearing in of Mr. Kos-
tounica. ’

Mr. Milosevic was not present
despite having said he wanted to
retain a political role.

India greets new leader i

India today congratulated Mr.
Kostounica and hoped that the -
hardships faced by people in that
country over the past years would
now end immediately. — Reuters,
PTI

i
1
!

Milosevic quits: Page 16
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/ E.U. to lift som N

* curbs on

PARIS, OCT. 8. The French Foreign
Minister, Mr. Hubert Vedrine, to-
day confirmed that the European
Union would partially lift sanc-
tions on Yugoslavia on Monday as
the first step toward reintegmating

that nation into a de c&;atlc Eu-
rope. M

“We are gomg to put our prom-
ises to work. We are going to keep
our commitments,” Mr. Vedrine
said on France’s Europe 1 radio.
France currently holds the EU’s
* rotating presidency, and Mr. Ve-
drine is to travel to Belgrade on
Tuesday.

The French Minister confirmed
reports that the EU would remove
a ban on all commercial flights to
Yugoslavia and lift an oil embargo

.imposed on Serbia during the
1999 Kosovo war.

The EU had also frozen the fi-
nancial assets of those linked to
the regime of the former Presi-
dent, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic,
and placed a visa ban on Mr. Mi-
losevic’s entourage.

It is “‘very important for the fu-
ture of Serbia that it is the Serb
people themselves who got rid of
Milosevic,” said Mr. Vedrine.
“The relationship with Europe is
establishing itself on a healthy ba-
sis.”

The German Péreign Ministry
hags already announced that it was

I -

Belgra

freeing up a million euros ($

870,000) in aid to Yugoslavia.

“Germany is giving a signal,
through this bilateral plan and as
a member of the European
Union, of its wish to help Yugosla-
via,” the German Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, Mr. Andreas
Michaelis said. — AP, AFP

Kostounica’s agenda: Page 16

Gopal awai
Veerappan’s signal
By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAL, OCT. 8. The official emis-
sary, Mr. R. R. Gopal, is still await-
ing ‘“clear signals” from the
brigand, Veerappan, for leaving

-on his fifth mission to the forests

to negotiate the release of abduct-
ed actor, Mr. Rajkumar, and two
others held hostage. Till late in
the night, he had not received any
message.

However, the emissary and
‘Nakheeran’ editor, Mr. Gopal has
been receiving ‘“some indica-
tions” for the past three days
from the Veerappan gang on re-
suming talks, the journal’s associ-
ate editor, Mr. A. Kamaraj, said.

Mr. Gopal is ready to leave any-

time once he obtains a clear sig-
nal.
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\)\()f\% YUGOSLAVIA / LAST-MINUTE BID TO RETAIN POWER FAILS

Milosevi

BELGRADE, OCT. 7. The Yugosla

President, Mr. Slobodan Milosev-*
ic, bowed to people’s pressure
and accepted defeat by announc-
ing his resignation in an address
broadcast on the state-owned TV
station Yu Info on Friday night.

“I congratulate Vojislav. Kos-
tounica on his election victory
and | wish our nation success
over the next term,” Mr. Milosev-
ic said in a brief recorded state-
ment. “I've just got official
information that Vojislav Kos-
tounica won the elections,” he
said, adding his Socialist Party
would be a strong political oppo-
nent to the new administration.

“lintend to rest a bit and spend
some more time with my family,
and after that to help my party
gain force and contribute to fu-
ture prosperity,” he said.

The statement followed an
hour-long meeting between Mr
Kostounica, hailed by the West as
Yugoslavia’s new President, and
Mr. Milosevic. They were report-
ed to have shaken hands,

[t appeared to signal that Mr.
Milosevic has abandoned hopes
of blocking Mr Kostounica from
taking his oath as President, and
instead will try to carve out a role
in Yugoslav political life.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Milosev-
ic, heavily guarded in his Belgrade
villa, greeted the Russian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, with a
confident presidential handshake
and indicated ominously that he
was intent on maintaining a ““po-
litical role”.

Mr. Milosevic, a master of polit-
ical manipulation, appeared to be
playing for time in the hope of
turning back, or at least diverting,
the revolutionary tide. But his Fri-
day night statement appeared to
throw in the towel — though his
record of survival suggests he
could still be a dangerous player

W

¥

People display leaflets reading, ‘‘He has to go” réferring to e outgoing Yugoslav Presidenf, Mr.

¢ concedes defeat, quits

NS sy

Slobodan Milosevic, during a rally in front of the Federal Parliament in Belgrade on Friday.
Thousands of people gathered in the capital to celebrate the Opposition’s victory. — AP

on the political scene. It was an
abrupt turn-around as Mr Kos-
tounica strove to consolidate the
popular uprising in Belgrade and
pre-empt any attempt by Mr. Mi-
losevic to reclaim power.

Yugoslav Television earlier re-
ported a statement from Mr, Mi-
losevic’s office denouncing “the
violence and destructive disorder
... endangering the functioning of
the state and weakening it, which
is only in the interest of its ene-
mies”".

With Belgrade close to anarchy
and no police to stop sporadic
looting, Opposition leaders tried
to establish control of the coun-
try.

They held tallj \% army cofnn-

manders, who made no attempt
to stop thousands of protesters
from storming the Federal Parlia-
ment on Thursday, to ensure that
soldiers remained in their bar-
racks and backed the transfer to
power.

The Constitutional Court for-
malised Mr Kostounica’s position
by upholding an Opposition com-
plaint that he had won the first
round of presidential elections
last month.

The European Union has prom-
ised to lift most economic sanc-
tions when Foreign Ministers
meet in Brussels, while the
French President, Mr. Jacques
Chirac, invited Mr Kostounica to
sattend the E.U.'s Biarritz summit

THE HINDU
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next Friday. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2000
Son headed for Moscow

Reuters and AP report:

Mr. Marko Milosevic, the hated
son of Mr. Slobodan Milosevic,
boarded a plane for Moscow to-
day along with his wife and child,
witnesses at the airport said.

A friend and business associate
of Mr. Siobodan Milosevic was
shot and killed outside his home
in Greece early today.

Vladimir Bokan, 40, who had
been under police investigation
for charges of money laundering
and smuggling gasoline and arms,
was shot several times by gun-
men. Bokan was then getting out
of his car, police said.

e



~Kostunica under
siege as workers
rush for pow cgr \

v
MISHA GLENNY é ¢
THE TIMES, LONDON

BELGRADE, Oct. 11. — The authprity
of Yugoslavia’s new President is ujder
siege as angry workers, acting in his |
name, rush to seize businesses, assets . |
and lucrative senior jobs in an uncon- |
trolled raid on the power of the old
regime.

One Western dlplomat in Belgrade
said yesterday: “There is a danger tha
unelected forces are amassing consid-
erable power and these could turn
Mr Vojislav Kostunica " President Vojislav Kostunica into little
more than a figurehead.”

If Mr Kostunica 1s not decisive enough, he could be popular but
effectively powerless as his rivals seize the initiative, warned the
diplomat. '

The President yesterday received Mr Hubert Vedrine, the
French foreign minister, and other foreign dignitaries. Just 48
hours after being sworn-in, with a tiny inexperienced staff around-
him, Mr Kostunica is struggling to deal with international issues
as dlsparate as the International Monetary Fund and Serbia’s
complex relationship with Montenegro.

But the domestic turmoil is more challenging. Since Monday,
workers have been storming the offices of factories, banks, univer-
sities and the civil service and using threats and force to expel
their bosses. Directors of most big companies are reported
Milosevic supporters and their employees are bent on revenge.

Over the weekend, activists wrested control of the National
Bank, the Serbian police and the Customs’ office. Alarmed, the
leaders of Mr Kostunica’s political backers, the Democratic
Opposition of Serbia, yesterday distanced themselves from the
sackings.

Mr Zarko Korac, a leading DOS member, said a c¢risis meeting
was held late on Monday to discuss the issue. “Many people are
hiding behind our name,” he said. But he admitted that the DOS
was involved in some of the dismissals.

Mr Kostunica’s'greatest threat may come from the radical wing
of the coalition backing him, headed by Mr Zoran Djindjic, his
closest ally but a potential rival. Djindjic supporters have claimed
they felt they had no choice but to install their own people in key
posts, for fear of a backlash by pro-Milosevic forces who, they
claim, are still active in the army and secret services.. Even Mr
Zoran Sami, a leading member of Mr Kostunica’s own party,
admitted that the DOS had ordered the takeover of key state
institutions.
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HE BALKANS have been
retrieved from the grip of
Europe's last fascist dictator,
but it is doubtful if the region
has finally put its past behind, a past
that has remained soaked in blood
and tears for more than 600 years.

From the early pronouncements of
the new man in Belgrade and the
speed at which his benefactors in the
West are rushing to his rescue, it is
difficult to divine the answers
immediately to the two questions:
will the Balkans, with a deserved
reputation as the ethnic cauldron of
Europe, see an era of peace, of
peaceful co-existence among its anti-
pathetic ethnic communities? Will the
people’s revolution in Yugoslavia
which toppled Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic signal also that Europe has
finally said goodbye to the Age of the
Dictator?

The stunning electoral victory of
Mr. Vojislav Kostounica, relatively
unknown abroad, certainly
guarantees a break with the recent
past, a return to more civility in
public life and political plurality in
the place of the stifling ruthlessness
of Mr. Milosevic and company. But
can he provide the healing touch and
bring balm to the wounds inflicted
during a decade of senseless civil war
and abhorrent ethnic cleansing? Will
he refrain from exploiting Serbian
nationalism which is rooted in a deep
sense of grievance stretching back to
the defeat in the 14th century in the
Battle of Kosovo at the hands of the
Ottoman Turks? That defeat has
never been avenged and continues to
poison the region.

A monarchist, avowed anti-
communist,’and a nationalist in a
region that has had a surfeit of this
emotion, Mr. Kostounica has been

\3 \

However tightly the West
seeks to embrace him,
Mr. Vojislav Kostounica
may prove politically
nearly as thorny as the
man he has ousted,
Mr. Slobodan Milosevic.
K. V. KRISHNASWAMY
on the changeover
in Yugoslavia.

sending contrary signals. However
tightly the West seeks to embrace
him, he may prove politically nearly
as thorny as the man he has ousted.
He has sounded in some respects as
dangerously nationalistic as Mr.
Milosevic. He supported the Serbian
cause during the crises in the federal
provinces of Bosnia and Kosovo
when Mr. Milosevic was waging his
ethnic war to wipe out the Muslim
population. He was a fierce critic of
American policy in the Balkans which
he said trivialised their cause by
keeping its focus exclusively on a
personal war against Mr. Milosevic in
which, according to him, the Serbs
became the principal victims. He was
equally strong in his refusal to
recognise the legality of the war
crimes tribunal in The Hague which
has sought the arrest and prosecution
of Mr. Milosevic for crimes against
humanity. He has just announced
himself against grant of
independence to Kosovo and
Montenegro, the first still nursing the
grievous wounds inflicted by Mr.

this“one"”

(G

MlldSGVlC and the second eager to
wriggle free from Belgrade’s hold.

As for his benefactors in the West,
isn't there a hint of panic in the way
they have begun flooding the country
with financial and material assistance
— apparently as an insurance against
a reversal of the tide and a return of
the dictator? Compounding their
worry and in a strange twist of
political circumstances, Mr. Milosevic
has decided to remain in the country
and fight to get his power back.

It must under these circumstances
be premature to hail the people’s
revolution that toppled Mr. Milosevic
as the beginning of the end of the
region’s agony. But there must be
immense satisfaction that democracy
has prevailed yet again over a bloody,
vicious dictatorship. Eleven years to
the month after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, one had come to anticipate
such scenes of popular protest in
capitals where these would have been
unimaginable during the sterile days
of the Cold War.

Even so, the swiftness with which
the anti-Milosevic demonstrations
gathered strength came as a surprise.
In fact, the week-that-was in Belgrade
had a brimful of suspense and
tension till the final happy
denouement. If the unthinkable
happened in the September 24
election when Mr. Milosevic, the
ruthless, undisputed leader, was
pushed to second place despite an
allout effort to hijack the poll, the
unbelievable happened within hardly
a week when people, rising in revolt,
forced the dictator to respect the
verdict and leave. That no dictator
has yielded power gracefully or
voluntarily enhances the value of the
near bloodless coup that the people
of Yugoslavia have staged.

THE VICTOR AND THE VANQUISHED: The new Yugoslav President, Mr. Vojislav Kostounica, and (right) the
man he dethroned, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, and his hated son who fled to Russia, Mr. Marko Milosevic.
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In the end, the will of the people
prevailed where relentless bombing
by the Western military alliance and
the economic embargo that followed
the Kosovo war had failed.Mr.
Milosevic, like Washington’s long-
lasting bete noire, Mr. Saddam
Hussein, had survived their bombing-
cum-blockade campaign and was still
in saddle in Belgrade, cynics had
begun to remind Western nations. It
was then that he discovered that the
majority Serbians who had
enthusiastically accepted him years
ago had had enough of him. Defeat
in the battle of the ballot rendered
him suddenly defenceless — and
more vitally, he found himself
friendless at home and abroad. His
main prop had been Moscow but the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, pledged support for the
electoral victor rather than the old
ally from the Slavic stable. With no
refuge outside his country to escape
the wrath of the peoplc — save
Russia and perhaps China, no other
destination could have saved him
from the long arm of the
international court — he took the
only option available: stay at home
and try to gain his political
rehabilitation.

Mr. Kostounica is unlikely to hand
him over to the international court to
stand trial for war crimes at The
Hague and the West can only
undermine his authority if it pushes
his regime on this count. The sort of
stridency that Washington displayed
over this issue can have the
disastrous counter-productive effect
of playing into the hands of Mr.
Milosevic. Nationalism is a tried and
tested weapon in the Balkans and
ancient hatreds based on history and
religion can be easily whipped up in
that unstable region. Catholic Croats,
Muslim Bosnians and Orthodox Serbs
— once part of the Yugoslav
federation stitched together after
World War II by that master strategist
Marshal Tito — can all speak the
same language of violence and
killings.

History provides no pointer. After
two world wars, communism and
Tito effected a pause in the blood-
letting which resumed once the
ideological underpinning of the world
order vanished with the Cold War. If
the current peace is to become
permanent, the West and Russia
must help the ne ts in Belgrade
shoulder theirt me responsib-
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Gi ’:&ojislav Kostunica

and the new
leadership in Belgrade
face an enormous
task in trying to heal ..
wounds. The
constitutional order
with its multiple’
parliaments is a
mess, says
MISHA GLENNY
Vojislav Kostunica : Miles to go S

FROM the minute I saw the workers and peasants of central
S

erbia march down Knez Milos Street, I knew that these
enraged men with arms like legs of mutton would not be
leaving Belgrade before they finished their job. Many of them
were carrying weapons. If the order to shoot had been made,
both the police and the army would have found themselves with
a real battle on their hands.

These men knew how the day would end. But on Friday morn-
ing, most other Serbs could scarcely comprehend how deeply
their lives had been changed by the 12 hours that saw them seize
back their dignity and their future that languished in Slobodan
Milosevic's dungeon.

Many were convinced that he wotild wrongfoot the Opposition at |
the last moment. It was nct until I talked to the most senior
Opposition leaders on Thursday merming that I realised they had
broken a psychological barrier. “We are going to storm the parlia-
ment,” Cedomir Jovanovic of the Democratic Opposition of
Serbia (DOS) told me, “and take key state institutions.”

Mr Milosevic’s opponents had at last understood that they
would bring him down only by using his favoured political cur-
rency, naked force. They would not be able to sustain the general
strike and the extreme pitch of people’s anger for more than a
few days. On Thursday, it was do or die.

Serbia’s revolution has come 11 years after those in Eastern |
Europe. Leaving aside the mayhem he provoked in Croatia,
Bosnia and Kosovo, Mr Milosevic has inflicted unimaginable
damage on the Serbian state. He gutted its judiciary and filled
its civil service and education system with witless sycophants.

The state-run media earned a special place in the Serbs’ misery
as it daily regurgitated the mantras of Mr Milosevic’s anachro-
nistic authoritarian ideology. The police and the military did not
guarantee citizens’ wellbeing, but was the ultimate sanction of
one man’s power. The econoiny is corrupted to the point of col-
lapse, serving only the hugely powerful mafias whose influence
will now wane.

All this was made pes:ible by Mr Milosevic mobilising a rancid,
bullying nationalism that became the main motor of destabilisa-
tion in the Balkans. Far from achieving his proclaimed national
goals, his policies saw Serbs driven out of areas in Croatia,
Bosnia and Kosovo where they had lived for centuries.

Vojislav Kostunica and the other members of the new leader
ship in Belgrade face an enormous task in trying to heal those
wounds. The constitutional order with its multiple parliaments is
a complete mess. Serbia’s relationship with Montenegro is pro-
foundly confusing. Solving this conundrum is not helped by the
fact that Mr Kostunica’s relationship with the Montenegrin
President, Milo Djukanovic, is cool at best.

If that wasn't enough, Mr Kostunica's actual powers as Federal
President are quite limited and Mr Milosevic’s coalition is the
most powerful force in the federal parliament. For that reason,
Mr Kostunica and his alliés are wooing the SNP, which used to
support Mr Milosevic in Montenegro, in an attempt to block the
influence of Mr Milosevic’s alliance in parliament.

Mr Kostunica’s Opposition Movement is a broad front in which
cracks are already beginning to appear. The new President is
overwhelmingly the most popular figure in Serbia. But he could .
not have swept aside Mr Milosevic without the assistance of sev-
eral key men. The most important of those is Zoran Djindjic,
whose Democratic Party was the backbone of the protest move-
ment. According to insiders, the two men, both ambitious, dis-
trust each other, Those are the two figures upon whom the Serbs
will depend to solve their most pressing problem.

The nationalism that led to war in Yugoslavia was fashioned for
the sole purpose of winning power for Mr Milosevic in 1987.
Thirteen years later, many Serbs have conveniently forgotten
how they supported his project in the first place. They have suf-
fered for their mistake. .

There has been much uninformed criticism in the West about
Mr Kostunica’s nationa'ism. That criticism is based largely on
his opposition to US p in the region and to the Nato cam- |
paign over Kosovo in particular. Expressing approval of the Nato '
campaign within Serkia brings to mind turkeys voting for
i| Christmas. But it is also Mr Kostunica's legitimate democratic
‘| right to criticise US poiicy (everybody else does). The key point is
he is a democrat. He will attempt to solve any problems through
negotiation and not violence.
’ The rehabilitation process will still be difficult. Serbs will have
to address the issue of the war crimes committed either by them
or in their name. A more public recognition by the West of the
crimes committed against Serbs would move the process along.
Western Europe must be deeply engaged in assisting the reinte-
gration of this confused, traumatised country.

An unstable Serbia blocks the regeneration of the Balkan penin-
sula; an undemocratic Serbia can always threaten to destabilise
Bosnia and Kosovo. There is now a democratic Serbia, but it is by
no means yet stable. Thanks to the people’s uprising in Belgrade,
however, this country and the Balkans at last have a real
chance.

— The Times, London.




/ Justice will come for
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GENEVA, OCT. 15. The Yugoslav President, Mr.
Vojislav Kostounica, has said that “justice will
come” for Mr. Slobodan Milosevic, but sug-
gested that somebody in NATO should be held
accountable for civilian victims of l
bombing of Yugoslavia. Q:

Mr. Kostunica, speaking at a news ‘co er—
ence in Geneva yesterday after talks with the
Swiss President, Mr. Adolf Ogi, reiterated that
Belgrade would cooperate with the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugosla-
via in The Hague.

But the priority remained democratic re-
forms and recovery, said Mr. Kostounica, who
took office just a week ago.

The tribunal has indicted Mr. Milosevic for
alleged atrocities by his security forces against
ethnic Albanians in Serbia’s Kosovo province,
and is seeking to widen the indictment to cov-
er events in Croatia and Bosnia by the end of
the year.

“The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia will
cooperate with all the interpational institu-
tions, including the International Criminal
Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia,” Mr. Kos-
tounica said.

“Of course, when I am saying that, I have in
mind the necessary obligations...Obligations
that have been taken by Mr. Milosevic at the
Dayton (peace) Conference.

”One day or another justice will come for
Milosevic, somebody else maybe — somebody
in NATO that was responsible for some of civil
(civilian) victims,” he said, without being
more specific.

"But at this moment we are thinking about
normal democratic life, normal relations with
our neighbours, with Europeans, the United
States, the Russian federation — that is our
priority.*

Yugoslavia was reeling from eight years of
sanctions, from years of suffering under a "'to-
talitarian regime" and from a ruined econo-
my, he said, adding that it had finally been

’destroyed by NATO bombing last year.”

Kostounica \e\w

The Yugoslavian President, Mr. Vojislav
Kostounica, addressing newspersons in
Geneva on Saturday. — AP

“"We have so many other problems with
democratic institutions to be formed. We are
having so many problems before cooperation
with (The) Hague trijunal. There are many
things that are dubiows about the Hague tribu-
nal, but obligations ae obligations —interna-
tional documents are international
documents," he said

Mr. Kostounica, a :onstitutional lawyer and
self- professed Serbnationalist, made a two-
hour stopover in (¥neva on his way back to
Belgrade from attinding a European Union
summit in Blarnti France. — Reuters /
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Kostu

JOHN PHILL!
THE TIMES, LONDON

BELGRADE, Oct. 17. — The
President of Yugoslavia, Mr
Vogislav Kostunica reached a
power-sharing agreement yes-
terday with former supporters
of Mr Slobodan Milosevic to
form a transitional Serbian
| government ahead of eleetions
i to be held on December 23.
i The accord appeared to end a
i power struggle between sup-
. porters of the new democratic
1 head of state and his old guard
( opponents in the Serbian
! Parliament. The power strug-
| gle had threatened to under-
mine the fragile new political
order created by the overthrow
of Mr Milosevic last month.

Under the deal, the Prime
Minister of the Serbian govern-
ment will be from Mr
Miloesevic’s Socialist Party.
Nominees from both the
Socialists and the former oppo-
sition, the DOS party, will
share key posts in the most
important Serbian ministries
that includes police, finance,
justice and information.

Each will reach “consgpgual”
decisions on key policies*Before
the upcoming elections, accord-
ing to political sources.

Those to be appointed as min-

ostunica ¢
<’ Serbian deal

isters will be named formally
at a session of the Serbian
Parliament to- be held in
Belgrade on Friday. The
Legislature will then be dis-
solved to conform with consti-
tutional rules under which new
Serbian parliamentary elec-
tions can be held.

(Mr Vgjislav Kostunica trav-
elled to Montenegro today,
seeking crucial support from
the smaller Yugoslav republic’s
pro-Western leadership for the
federal government he wants
to form, adds AP from
Podgorica.

" (He first met with Mr Milo

Djukanovic, the President of
Montenegro, whose govern-
ment declared last month’s fed-
eral elections in Yugoslavia
illegal and has refused to rec-
ognize Mr Kostunica as the
new Yugoslav President.)

Mr Kostunica is pressing on
with talks aimed at forming a
new Yugoslav federal govern-
ment and is expected to
appoint Mr Predrag Bulatovic,
the Montenegrin Socialist
leader and a former Milosevic
supporter, as federal Prime
Minister.

(The 24 September elections
triumph did not affect the com-
position of governments in the
two Yugoslav republics of

Serbia and Montene
AP),

The pro-Western Montenegrin
President is looking increasing-
ly vulnerablé since Mr
Kostunica said last weeKend at
a summit of European leaders
in Biarritz that he would allow
Montenegro to have a referen-
dum to decide on independence
from Yugoslavia.

Some commentators fear that
the meeting between the two
Balkan politicians could call
the bluff of the Montenegrin
leader and lead him to consider
declaring independence unilat-
erally from Yugoslavia in a
move that would save his face
in Montenegro but that also
could ignite conflict between
Podgorica and Belgrade.
Milosevic: Slovakia’s daily
Pravda quoted Mr Eduard
Kukan, Slovak foreign minister
and UN special envoy to the
Balkans, as saying that the
extradition of Mr Milosevic was
unrealistic, adds Reuters from
Bratislava. Mr Kukan said that
the international criminal tri-
bunal for former Yugoslavia in
the Hague’s decision to indict
Mr Milosevic for alleged atroci-
ties in Kosovo must be respect-
ed. But he said there were
other political realities in
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Albanians see the
arrival of NATO forc
as the first step
towards total
independence from
Yugoslavia. The Serbs
look upon NATO and
the U.N. as
“occupying forces”
and are unwilling to
join any initiative.
VAIJU NARAVANE on
the situation
in Kosovo.

€ HIS IS not the place
I you visited two years
ago. This is a com-
pletely new country. In fact it is
not yet a country,” Mr. Avni Spa-
hiu, Director of Radio and Televi-
sion Kosovo (RTK), says with an
ironic smile. He reminds me of
the day in his office at Rilindjia
when he talked of the exploits of
Skanderbeg, the legendary Alba-
nian who fought the Ottoman
Turks several centuries ago, of the
difficulties involved in bringing
out an Albanian daily in the face
of constant Serb harassment and
censorship and the inevitahility of
an armed uprising in Kosovo.
“Our concerns now are so very
different. Now 1 think of pollu-
tion, dust and garbage collection;
of democratic institutions and the
crime rate. Then we thought of
survival,” he says.

Kosovo with its 1.8 million peo-
ple is the size of a large Indian
district. Pledges for reconstruct-
ion and development for the
province now total upwards of $1
billion and the military hardware
concentrated on this tiny patch of
the earth isastounding. A year af-
ter it launched a 78-day bombing
campaign tostop Serbian repres-
sion in the province whose pop-
ulation  is  overwhelmingly
Albanian, the international com-
munity is deteinined to make
Kosovo into a success story — a
turn of the century Marshal] Plan.

Dr. Bernard Kouchner, one of
the founders of Medecins sans
frontiers, the Nobel Prize-winning
humanitarian organisation, has
been given a “Mission Impuossi-
ble” by the U.N. Secretary-Gene:.
al, Mr. Kofi Annan. As his Special
Representative for Kosovo, Dr.
Kouchner has wide-ranging exec-
utive powers and is something of
a Viceroy in this U.N. protectorate
which is governed by Security

A NATO military cor ivoy heads towards Kosovo...

simm iering tensions.

Council Resolution 1244 of Jiune
10, 1999. The Resolution simu lta-
neously guarantees the territc irial
integrity of the Federal Repu blic
of Yugoslavia made up of the ¢ jerb
and Montenegrin Republics w ‘hile
promising substantial auton omy
to Kosovo. The resolution also
speaks of the return of an ap pro-
priate number of Serbian p olice
and armed forces to the prov ince.
The United Nations Interim Mis-
sion in Kosovo (UNMIK) I as a
year's renewable mandate a nd is
expected to administer the J yrov-
ince, while Kfor peacekeeper s are
to protect the civilians, guar d the
frontiers, carry out de-minin g op-
erations, and ensure the rett irn of
refugees.

As the head of the UNMII {, Dr.
Kouchner also supervises the
work of the other three “pi: {lars”
of the civilian administratic,n —
the European Union, the Or ganj-
=ation of Security and Cooipera-
tion in Europe and the U.N. High
Comnission for Refugees.: To-
gether they are supposed to build
institutions, hold elections, en-

sure the return of refugees, create
infrastructure, jump-start the
economy, provide services such
as policing, sanitation, health,
education, transport, water, elec-
tricity and telephones. While the
return of some 900,000 refugees
can be claimed as a success, UN-
MIK faces formidable challenges.

“The problems here are enor-
mous, We have to start from
scratch. There are no institutions,
a very high crime rate, the econo-
my is not working. We have to
start a new phase, go from the aid
phase to investment — in agricul-
ture, infrastructure, services,
small businesses. Seven months
after UNMIK was created, there is
still no commercial bank. People
have to rely on cash transactions,
keep their money in pillowcases.
And at the moment the only per-
son investing is the mafia,” says
Mr. Spahiu.

The U.N.’s already difficult mis-
sion is being made even mOr€ ar-
dvedas by criminal =tivity. The
Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK)
was dismantled and 5000 of its

\
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22,000 recruits have been absorb-
ed into the Kosovo Protection
Force, a body somewhat on the
lines of the Home Guards. How-
ever, there are 17,000 battle-hard-
ened young men who are
unemployed and in need of a live-
lihood. A number of them have
been drawn into organised crime,
running brothels and extortion
rackets. ‘“The problem here is po-
litical, not one of reconstruction,”
says Dr. Kouchner who has re-
peatedly called on the interna-
tional community to define what
is meant by “‘substantial autono-
my”. Albanians see the arrival of
NATO forces as the first step to-
wards total independence from
Yugoslavia. They feel NATO and
the U.N. will knock Kosovo back
into shape and then hand it over
to them as a free country, some-
thing that the U.N. Resolution ex-
pressly rules out. The Serbs look
upon NATO and the U.N. as “oc-
cupying forces” and are unwilling
to join any initiative by Dr.
Kouchner.

The divided city of Mitrovica
where the Serbs continue to re-
ceive their salaries and pensions
from Belgrade is the symbol of
these irreconcilable positions.
Another flagrant example is that
of a spanking new clinic built by
the U.N. for the Serb community
in Gracanica. The Serbs have re-
jected this well-equipped, mod-
ern facility, preferring to drive
three hours to the hospital in Nis
or six hours to Belgrade. Dr.
Kouchner's real success so far has
been the creation of the Joint In-
terim Administrative  Council
(JIAK) with the participation of
three Albanian leaders (the mod-
erate Mr. Ibrahim Rugova, the na-
tionalist Mr. Rexhep Qosja and
the radical Mr. Hashim Thaci),
which the Serbs have refused to
join. The setting up of the Council
permitted Dr. Kouchner to obtain
the disbanding and disarming of
the KLA (although many weapons
still remain hidden), and the dis-
solution of the provisional Gov-
ernment proclaimed by the KLA
leader, Mr, Hashim Thaci.

Preparations are now under
way for municipal elections to be
held next October and UNMIK
plans to launch a series of discus-
sions in April on the question of
“substantial autonomy”’.

Says a commentator, Mr. Veton
Surroi, “This place has to be a
state, viable politically and eco-
nomically. I am not saying inter-
nationally recognised, but with
classical state functions. Now it is
more an anarchic or chaotic non-
governmental organisation. We
need to be bolder in tackling the
question of reform.”
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REUTERS

BELGRADE, Sept. 25. — The

spokesman for the Yugoslav

Left, part of the ruling coali-

tion led by President Slobodan

Milosevic, today said that the

coalition had won vesterday’s

crucial elections.
| Asked for a comment, Mr
" Ivan Markovic said: “What can
I say? we've won.”

He did not elaborate and
when asked why the party
had not declared its victory
formally, he said that things
had to be done in some kind of
order.

The ruling parties gave their
last estimates of the results of
the key presidential election
last evening.

Mr Milosevic’s Socialist
Party said the President was
leading by 44 per cent to 41
per cent with more than 10
per cent of the votes count-
ed.

This morning, the main
Opposition bloc had said that
its candidate, Mr Vojislav
Kostunica, was ahead by 54
per cent to 34 per cent for Mr
Milosevic, based on votes
from half the polling sta-
tions.

Earlier, Mr Markovic told
| reporters who had gathered for

a Press conference that a joint

A doubts I\/I‘i\t{s\e(/ic victory |

ugoslav
ing party

statement would be made with
coalition partners, the Socialist
Party, at around 3.00 p.m.
(1.00 p.m. GMT) and invited
them for a drink.

“I am also inviting you all for
a drink, because we have rea-
sons for it,” he said.

Washington sceptical

The USA said it doubted Mr

Milosevic could make any
“credible claim of victory”
because of public support for

)

- ~

i

the Opposition and voting -

irregularities.

“They haven’t announced any
election results at this point
but the reliable information
coming out of Yugoslavia sug-
gests that the Opposition has
done very well,” the White
House National Security,

Council spokesman, Mr P~

Crowley, said.

Germany, Britain, the

European Union and other
international bodies all

declared that Mr Milosevic had

lost in Sunday s vote.

“In our view, given both the
public support for the
Opposition and the irregulari-
ties that we did observe, it will
be very difficylt for Mr
Milosevic to gaké any credible

claim of ory ” Mr Crowley |

said.
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By Vaiju\Nar:

ane

PARIS, SEPT. 26. Nedrly 48 hours after
polling stations cloged on Sunday in
Yugoslavia’s Presidential, legislative
and local elections, the situation re-
mains utterly confused with both
sides claiming victory.

Opponents of the outgoing Presi-
dent, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic who
voted massively for his main rival, the
56-year-old law professor Vojislav
Kostounica demonstrated in major
Yugoslav cities for the second consec-
utive day, claiming victory.

Downtown Belgrade was crammed
with over 50,000 demonstrators on
Monday. There were demonstrations
in support of Mr. Kostounica in the
towns of Nis and Novi Sad as well.

Mr. Kostounica says he has won
with 55 per cent of the vote, as against
Mr. Milosevic’s score of between 35
and 37 per cent. Mr. Milosevic’s So-
cialist Party claimed that will little less
than 50 per cent of the votes counted,

- he had won 45 per cent of the vote as

-

against Mr. Kostounica’s 40 per cent

Afraid that Mr, Milosevic will at-
tempt to steal its victory, the Yugoslav
Opposition today gave the national

election commission until Wednes-
day morning to declare the results. “If
that is not done, we will proclaim re-
sults, never mind what the Govern-
ment thinks”, an  Opposition
spokesman, Mr. Cedomir Jovanovic
said in Belgrade. The head of the elec-
tion commission, Mr. Borivoje Vuk-
icevic insisted the elections had
allowed voters to express themselves
“completely, freely and without con-
trol” but declined to say when official
results will be announced.

With counting still underway, the
tense stand-off between the Oppaosi-
tion and Mr. Milosevic's supporters
continues. In the absence of official
results, the President’s left-wing coa-
lition insisted that he was ahead in the
vote count.

But while they had earlier attempt-
ed to lay claims to an outright, first
round victory with over 50 per cent of
the vote, the President’s u: - .porters
now say he will face a run-off in two
weeks.

The Opposition is, however, is so
sure of its victory that it has rejected
outright any suggestion of a second
round run-off.

Opposition victory claims are based

tells Milosevic

on reports from its poll watchers sta-
tioned in polling stations.

The leader of the ultra nationalist
Serbian Radical party, Mr. Vojislav
Sesjel, today sent a letter to Mr. Kos-
tounica recognising him as the new
President. “Despite my efforts to stop
you winning the elections, you have
won. Please accept my congratula-
tions.”

A host of European nations, the Eu-
ropean Union and the United States
declared that Mr. Milosevic had lost
the election and called on the Yugos-
lav President to accept the verdict
handed down by the people. The
Swiss Ambassador in Belgrade report-
edly said he had strong evidence of a
Milosevic defeat.

The U.S. in a stern statement said it
would not accept fraudulent results
and promised to lift sanctions against
Yugoslavia if the Opposition came to
power. “Apparently, according to the
vote count, the people want Mr. Milo-
sevic out and certainly the interna-
tional community would welcome'
that result,” the U.S. Defence Secre-
tary, Mr. William Cohen said. Britain
warned Mr. Milosevic not to use
“naked power” to stay in office.
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PARIS, JUNE 5. In another critical
velopment in the Serbian province &f
Kosovo, moderate Serbs today deci
ed to suspend their participation in
the U.N.-led interim Government in
protest against the inability of NATO-
led peacekeepers to protect them
from continued Albanian attacks.
Following a meeting at the Serb or-
thodox monastery of Gracanica,
some 20 km from the Kosovar capital
of Pristina, the Serb National Council
decided to suspend its cooperation
with the United Nations, saying it
would express its fears and demands
directly to the United Nations Securi-
ty Council. Eight Serbs were killed in
organised attacks by the Albanian
community last week and tensions
have spiralled since. Father Savan

* Janjic, a spokesman for the Serbian

National Council, said they would

erbs puII dut of Gowt.

send a delegation to the Security
Council and a decision to rejoin the
interim Government in Kosovo
would be taken only after the dele-
gation’s return.

The decision by the Serbian Na-
tional Council is a major blow to the
U.N. administrator, Mr. Bernard
Kouchner, who had personally pre-
vailed upon the moderate Serbs to
join the interim Government.

He has been urging the U.N. to
hold elections in the province next
October but the recent upsurge of vi-
olence in the province could jeopar-
dise those plans.

The attacks against Serbs in the
province include incidents of shoot-
ings, hit and run accidents and the
explosion of land mines.

Last week, a gunman opened fire
with an automatic weapon in a vil-
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In Kosovo

lage store killing a four-year-old boy
and his grandfather.

“What we have in Kosovo is not on-
ly individual acts of revenge but at-
tempts to organise the expulsion of
serbs from Kosovo.” The Kosovars
claim they will accept nothing short
of total independence from Serbia, a
possibility not envisaged under U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1244
which brought a halt to NATO’s
bombing campaign against Serbia.

The Resolution clearly calls for
Serbia’s continued territorial integri-
ty. Thousands of Serbs have fled Ko-
sovo since fighting stopped over a
year ago. Serbs continue to live un-
der heavy KFOR guard, in fear of
their lives. Hardline Serbs in the di-
vided northern city of Kosovska Mi-
trovica have militated against joining
the interim Government and now
feel vindicated by the turn of events.



NATO discovers largest cache\/

of illegal arms in Kosovo N

KLECKA (Yugoslavia): British-
led peacekeepers have brought to
light the largest cache of illegal
weapons found in Kosovo since
fighting in the province ended just
OVET a year ago.

Two massive underground
bunkers were discovered during a
multinational weapons search in
the village of Klecka, a former
KLA stronghold west of the
provincial capital Pristina, on
Friday afternoon. Two more were
found on Saturday morning.

By Saturday afternoon just one
of the bunkers —a concrete struc-
ture ten metres long and three
metres wide —had been emptied,
yielding tripod-mounted heavy
machine guns, hundreds of rifles,
mortars, rocket propelled grenade
launchers, anti-tank and anti-per-
sonnel mines, flak jackets, large
quantities of ammunition and com-
munications equipment.

The discoveries are seen as an
important step towards NATO’s aim of
disarming Kosovo, where shootings
and mine explosions, mainly against
the Serb minority, are hindering efforts
to stabilise the province.

The weapons and ammunition
were manufactured in a number of
sources  including  Albania,

Yugoslavia, China and the United
States. The bunkers were found just
one km from the wartime head-
quarters of Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA) General Agim Ceku.
Gen. Ceku and Hashim Thaci, the
political leader of the now- dis-

banded KLA, were not gvagable
for comment.
But Brigadier Richar eff,

commander of the Brigsh} forces
leading the operation,| told
reporters at the scene, “This §s very
significant find. This represgnts a
major weapons haul. It is dlmost
certainly entirely Albanian, all evi-
dence we got here suggests that it is
former KLA material.”

Finnish, Norwegian and Czech
units of the NATO-led Kosovo
Force (KFOR) also took part in the
operation. Sources among them
said some of the weapons had been
placed there recently and that a list
of individual owners of rifles had
been found, indicating that they
had hidden them there rather than
hand them over to KFOR. “This is
a degree of non-compliance,”
Shirreff commented. “This is prob-
ably a wartime bunker which was
subsequently covered over and if
you look at the way that spoil has
been removed (it appears to have)

been relatively recently rempved.”

An officer at the scene told
reporters that between the initial
discovery on Friday and the
resumption of the search on
Saturday morning, unknown peo-
ple had scattered spikes on the
approach road to hinder opera-
tions. A NATO ambulance had its
tyres blown out by the spikes, but
there were no injuries. KFOR
spokesmen denied unofficial
reports that they had been acting
on a tip-off, saying the first bunker
had been found when a British sol-
dier with the search operation,
named as Sergeant Wayne Toon of
the Second Fusiliers, spotted it
through binoculars from a distance
of 1.5 km.

KFOR vehicles and a bomb dis-
posal team arrived on the scene
and after investigation blew the
steel doors off the first two
bunkers. Major Simon Marr, com-
manding Toon’s unit, said the emp-
tying of the bunkers was being
done cautiously. The second con-
tained more weapons, the third was
empty and the fourth had so far
unidentified materiel wrapped in
plastic. With what had already been
found, he said, “you’ve got enough
here to start a small war.” (Reuters)
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HE LIST reads like a ma-

cabre Who’s Who. Bosko
Perosevic, chief of the Yu-

goslav President, Mr. Slo-

bodan Milosevic’s Socialist party
in Novi Sad — shot in the head on
May 13. Zika Petrovic, Head of
Yugoslavia’s national airline, JAT,
gunned down on April 27. Pavie
Bulatovic, former Yugoslav De-
fence Minister, shot dead in a Bel-
~grade restaurant on February 7.
Zeliko Raznatovic, better known
as Arkan, underworld don and
Serbian warlord, shot dead on ja-
nuary 15. Dragan Simic, colonel,
Yugoslav secret police, killed July
8, 1999. Milorad Vlahovic, colo-
nel, Yugoslav secret police, killed
March 11, 1999. Zoran Todorovic,
aka Kundak or the Rifle Butt, sec-
retary-general of the Yugoslav
United Left, the party led by Mr.
Milosevic's wife, Ms. Miriana
Markovic, shot dead in 1997. Via-
da Kovacevic, another business-
man and close Milosevic friend,
shot dead in 1997. Radovan Stoj-
cic, Serbia’s deputy interior min-
ister and close Milosevic aide,
shot dead in April 1997. The list
goes on. Dead men tell no tales.

These continued and daring
slayings illustrate the growing
lawlessness in Serbia and high-
light the murky connections
among Government officials, the
underworld and the police.

Mr. Milosevic is a President under
siege. His close aides are being
picked off one by one, killed in
public in broad daylight. There
have been almost no arrests (ex-
cept in the case of Arkan) and the
Government, despite a ruthlessly
efficient secret police, seems in-
capable of stopping the killings.
Long papered over, the cracks in
the regime are now beginning to
show and Mr. Milosevic is now
fighting with his back to the wall.

There are over 500 unsolved
murders in Serbia, the dominant
Yugoslav republic since 1990. The
crime surge has kept time with
Yugoslavia’s successive military
defeats — in Slovenia, Croatia,
Bosnia and now Kosovo.

The country is reeling under
the pressure of U.N.-imposed ec-
onomic sanctions and the econo-
my is in tatters. With living
standards dropping steadily —
salaries are now worth $ 45 a
month — a hired killer is available
for as little as $ 300.

Mr. Milosevic and his wife have

- alleged that these gangland- style
shootings have been carried out
by NATO countries and their al-
lies within Serbia. Mr. Milosevic

The continuing slayings illustrate the growing lawle.
the murky connections among Government officials, the und

VAIJU NARAVANE reports.

has now used these arguments to
justify his crackdown on inde-
pendent media and the country’s
divided Opposition.

On Wednesday night, masked
Serbian police took control of
Studio B television and its radio
station Radio B2-92, both owned
by the Opposition-controlled Bel-
grade city council. In addition, on

Serbian policemen capture the man who alle
Slobodan Milosevic’s Socialist Party,

Thursday, policemen firing tear
gas charged the stone-throwing
protesters in Belgrade and other
cities. Angry crowds beat up rul-
ing party MPs and protesters
shouted: “Kill yourself Slobodan
and save Serbia’’.

Mr. Vuk Drascovic, former
Deputy Prime Minister under Mr.
Milosevic and now maverick lead-
er of the Opposition, has now
called for ““total disobedience and
defiance”. However, the Serbian
Opposition has always stopped
short of really taking on the re-
gime and mass demonstrations
often launched with great fanfare
have usually petered out.

But this time around it may be
different, says Mr. Aleksandar Ti-
janic, a respected political ana-
lyst. “Milosevic now wants to

ssness in Serbia and highlight
erworld and the police.

terrorise the population, defang
the Opposition and eliminate the
free press. He is making it clear
that he will not leave peacefully.
He does not want to risk losing
elections. So the logic is to create
an atmosphere of fear, lawless-
ness and incertitude to justify a
crackdown,” he said.

However, there appears to be

little public will to rid the country
of a leader who has successively
lost four wars and who continues
to look for military solutions to
his country’s problems. “What
can we do? Life is so hard, survival
is so difficult that people have lit-
tie time for political action. You
can be pushed into apathy by cir-
cumstances and [ think the Ser-
bian population is suffering from
accumulated fatigue. The NATO’s
bombing of Kosovo has solved
nothing. We are poorer than be-
fore, more dispirited and more
subjugated from within,” says
Ms. Dana Pusic, a college lecturer

.who has stopped going to Oppo-

sition rallies.

Dozens of opposition activists
have been detained by Mr. Milo-
sevic’s police since the killing a

THE HINDU

week ago of Perosevic, who head-
ed the Socialist party in the north-
ern Vojvodina province. Elections
are scheduled in a year’s time and
Mr. Milosevic is now attempting
to crack down on emerging Op-
position political formations in
order to head off a defeat. Al-
though Perosevic's killer was
caught, police have detained sev-

gedly shot Bosko Perosevic, head of the President, Mr.
in the city of Novi Sad... rampant lawlessness.

eral student activists from the re-
cently-formed Otpor or
Resistance movement. Otpor, !
whose symbol is a clenched fist, is
becoming increasingly popular as
Serbs lose faith in a forever-bick-
ering Opposition.

Last Monday, the Serbian
Prime Minister, Mr. Mirko Mar-
janovic, described the Opposition
as “ordinary traitors, foreign mer-
cenaries, killers and criminals”.
The brutal repression of peaceful
demonstrations earlier this week
indicated that the Government
fully intends to treat the Opposi-
tion as just that. However, the Mi-
Josevic era will not come to an
end that easily. Since he came to
power in the late 80s, Mr. Milo-
sevic is the only communist lead-
er still clinging to power.
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Bosnian rape

camp accused -

appear in war
crimes trial v

.\ N
MARTIN FLETCHER qf\'\\ 5 \ G
THE TIMES, LONDON f \]

THE HAGUE, March 21. — Three Bosnian Serb soldiers became
yesterday the first men to stand trial for using rape and sexual
enslavement as weapons of war. Dragoljub Kunarac, Radomir
Kovac and Zoran Vukovic appeared before the International War
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague in a case that makes legal history
because it is the first time that extreme and systematic sexual
abuse alone has been prosecuted as a crime against humanity.

The tribunal heard how, early in the Bosnian conflict, Muslim
women and girls from the town of Foca were rounded up by
Bosnian Serb soldiers, imprisoned in a school and sports hall,
enslaved, tortured and constantly raped or gang-raped in de facto
“brothels” over a period of nearly a year from April 1992.

The prosecution graphically described how the rapists threat-
ened their victims with murder, mutilation and beatings if they
resisted. They raped them “vaginally, anally and orally”. They
taunted them by saying that they would bear Serb children. They
forced them to dance naked on tables with guns pointed at them.
In one instance a 12-year-old girl was raped almost daily for 35
days before her “owner” sold her to a fellow soldier for 63 pounds.
She has never been seen again. Dirk Ryneveld, the prosecutor,
said that the so-called “Foca rape camp” trial was not like rape
cases in national jurisdictions. “This is a trial about the crimes of
a policy of ethnic cleansing unleashed by the Bosnian Serb leader-
ship on the non-Serb civilian population. These crimes were com-
mitted during an armed conflict and were' widespread and sys-
tematic. What happened to the Muslim women occurred purely
because of their ethnicity or religion and because they were
women.” He acknowledged that they were small fry not the lead-
ers who hatched the “diabolic policy” of ethnic cleansing but con-
tinued: “There would have been no ethnic cleansing if there were
not individuals willing to turn on their neighbours, to unleash ter-
ror and hatred, to turn multi-ethnic communities into homoge-
nous communities.” The court would find it “difficult to fathom
the depths of despair and horror that these victims went
through”, he suggested. “They were unprotected, captive, afraid
for their lives. The laws available to protect them were repeatedly
violated. The structure of their lives had been shaken, turned
upside down and demolished by the events that overtook them in
1992. They had seen friends and family members beaten and
killed. Their Serb captors seemingly had power to do with them
what they wanted. Their humiliation was complete.”

The defendants between them face more than 50 charges of
crimes against humanity and maximum sentences of life impris-
onment if convicted. Mr Kunarac, a 39-year-old reconnaissance
unit commander nicknamed “Dragan”,allegedly turned his head-
quarters into a “rape house” for his men, raped one woman
repeatedly for two months, and after gang-raping another woman
tormented her by saying she would not know which of the rapists
would be her baby’s father. As Mr Ryneveld spoke Mr Kunarac
tapped notes on a laptop or peered through the bullet-proof glass
that divides the court from the public gallery. He surrendered vol-
untarily to UN peacekeepers in 1998 and pleaded guilty, but later
retracted his plea.

‘Mr Kovac (38), a paramilitary leader seized by French and
German peacekeepers in Foca last August, allegedly kept victims
in an apartment where they were forced to dance naked at gun-
point and beaten for resisting sex. It is he who is said to have sold
the 12-year-old girl as he and his colleagues drank and fired guns
through the window. He is also said to have sold two other women
for 160 pounds each. Mr Vukovic, a 44-year-old paramilitary
leader, who was seized by peacekeepers in December 1999, sat
still and impassive as Mr Ryneveld described his participation in
numerous individual and gang rapes. On one occasion he is said
to have been the sixth man in succession to rape a woman, pinch-
ing and biting her until she bled and fainted from the pain. The
tribunal has indicted eight men for the atrocities perpetrated in
Foca. Four of the other five remain at large. The fifth was shot
when French peacekeepers tried to arrest him in January 1999.
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The situation in
Kosovo is so explosive
that an estimated
6,000 policemen are
needed to establish
some kind of law and
order. The Kosovars
who initially
welcomed U.N.
officials as saviours
now dismiss their
ability to provide any
concrete help, writes
VAIJU NARAVANE.

VER SINCE NATO forces

“liberated” the Albanian-

dominated Serb province

of Kosovo, the interna-
tional community has been shirk-
ing its responsibilities. Generous
pledges of aid in both cash and
kind have not been followed up
with action. As a result the situa-
tion in Kosovo and in the border
zones with Serbia is rapidly dete-
riorating.

9. Bernard Kouchner, U.N. ad-
ministrator in Kosovo, has been
pleading with U.N. member-
states and the European Union to
make good on promises already
made and provide him with more
policemen and judges and more
money for development and re-
habilitation projects. Dr. Kouchn-
er is passionate apout his job. He
is one of the }}aﬁnding members
of Medecins “sans Frontiers, the
humanitarian organisation which
won the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize,
and has been France’s Minister
fgr health and humanitarian ac-
tion. He is also pragmatic and
~ plain-speaking. The U.N. Secreta-
ry-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, could
not have chosen a better qualified
person o lead the transitional ad-
ministraton in Kosovo.

And yet, dr. Kouchner is having
to beg for the basics. The Europe-
an Union had promised to meet
most of the costs and had pledged
a cash contribution of $45 mil-
lions in addition to $340 millions
for reconstruction. Eight months
after the administration was es-
tablished, that money is still “in
the pipeline”. The situation in
Kosovo is so explosive that an es-
timated minimum of 6,000 po-
licemen are needed to establish
some kind of law and order. The
international community in its
collective wisdom scaled down
that estimation to 4,800 but has
sent less than half that numbes.

nd France is the Government
hich is dragging its feet most in

MQ/\

his respect. Br. Kouchner has
been least peksuasive with his

own political fagnily — the ruling
left-wing coalitiqn in France.

Kosovo needs everything —
teachers, doctors, schools, hospi-
tals, shops and businesses, power
stations, telephone lines, roads —
the list seems endless. Most U.N.
agencies have established offices
there but a chronic shortage of
funds for concrete projects has
meant that many U.N. staffers re-
main under-used. Kosovars who
initially welcomed U.N. officials
as saviours now dismiss their
ability to provide any concrete
help. In the newly-belligerent Ko-
sovar vocabulary, NATO is just an
acronym for “No Action Talk On-
ly”. The news from the areas
around Serbia’s border with Ko-

lages in Kosovo. Villagers say they
have been subjected to harass-
ment. But Serbian authorities say
this may be another attempt to
take away more territory from
Serbia. ‘‘Betweenn 60,000 and
70,000 ethnic Albanians still live
in the Presevo valley. Ethnic Alba-
nians fleeing across the border
from Serbia register at the town of
Gnjilane.” But we feel the esti-
mate of 6,000 is too low because
not everyone registers with the
UNHCR,” said Mr. Kris Janowski,
spokesman of the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees.

The UCK makes no secret of its
real ambitions. The Kosovo Liber-
ation Army, which is the only real
political force in Kosovo, and cer-
tain leaders from ever-chaotic Al-
bania dream of a ‘“Greater

The U.N. administrator in Kosovo, Mr. Bernard Kouchner (right),

ointegd W1th the déliverers |

stamp out guerrilla activity. Tée/

are several conflicting interests
operating in the region, creating a
no-win situation for the interna-
tional community. Serbia would
like nothing better than for U.S.
forces to retreat. This could be
brought about by inflicting heavy
casualties on U.S. forces through
guerrilla attacks. The Kosovars
would like nothing better than for
the Serbs to create another situa-
tion like the one which culminat-
ed in NATO strikes against Serbia.
They would then use that to lay
claims to independence and
plead the case for a greater Alba-
nia.

Mr. Kouchner, addressing the
U.N. Security Council last week,
asked the international body to
speedily define what it meant by

looks on as a Serb representative speaks to the media... charges of inaction.

sovo is bad. Despite repeated
claims to the contrary, the Kosovo
Liberation Army, the UCK, has
not laid down arms. There is now
a regular traffic of arms and guer-
rillas into the southern, Albanian-
dominated villages of southern
Serbia.

The village of Dobrisin, just in-
side Serb territory, has become
another flashpoint with shootouts
between Serbian police and
armed Albanian villagers. The
UCK has formed a new armed
group, called the Liberation Army
of Presevo, Medvedja and Buja-
novac, and is reportéa w he form-
Ing strong g\})errilla ne‘i’v«».\,

mos: <000 Albanians have fled

‘from Albanian- dominated villag-

es within Serbia to towns and vil-

Albania”, a state which would in-
clude Albania, Kosovo, Serbia’s
southern, mostly Albanian-dom-
inated areas and those parts of
Montenegro and Macedonia
where there are large Albanian
communities. Mr. Kouchner and
Mr. Annan are not unaware of the
tensions building up in Kosovo.

But the U.N. Security Council
seems reluctant to address these
issues. Europe has failed to keep
its promise in terms of payments,
while the U.S. is more concerned
about avoiding casualties among
its forces in Kosovo. U.S. soldiers
operate from reinforced, heavily-
?llrrlmed camps, going out on patrol

ar—-..vad vehicles. They are re-
luctant to ca¥xy S i Oper-

ations to flush out arms caches or

“substantial autonomy’’ for Koso-
vo. He would like to see the hold-
ing of elections this year in a bid
to install a legitimate civilian Gov-
ernment in Kosovo. That would,
he feels, reduce the legitimacy of
the UCK as the only political force
in the province.

The situation is deteriorating
not just in Kosgvo b{‘\l/ltoi\’r\‘(:;:e ;‘(‘)‘
ire area includin ,
tSerbia and Macedognia- The NATO
commander in Kosovo, General
Klaus Reinhardt, said ““We cannot
support any adventurism v:/’hlch
might lead to new atrocities.” But
his attempts to internationalise
KEOR troops in the Mitrovica area
were foiled by a Pentagon order

“forbidding U.S. troops to operate

there.

T
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_Fthnic violence still
.o-"haunts Kosovo

By Batuk Gathani ~ The spectre and parameters of

BRUSSELS, MARCH 22. Exactly a year
ago, NATO launched it’s ‘just war’
against Yugoslavia and the reign
of the President, Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic, over its alleged ‘ethnic
cleansing’ pogrom in Kosovo.

Technically, Kosovo is a prov-
ince of Serbia, which is part of the
Yugoslavian Federation. It has a
population of over 20 lakhs,
which is predominantly of Alba-
nian origin. There was also a pros-
perous and influential minority of
some two lakh Serbs, who regard
Kosovo as the ‘heartland’ of Ser-
bian culture and heritage. In the
heydays of the Yugoslavian Feder-
ation, Kosovo enjoyed the status
of an autonomous province with-
in the Serbian republic but 13
years ago when Mr. Milosevic
came to power, he partly revoked
Kosovo's regional autonomy.

The Albanians of Kosovo prov-
ince are predominantly Muslims
and their political demands have
varied between full independence
to restoration of regional autono-
my. Prospects for a peaceful set-
tlement in the region became
bleaker with Serbs killing ethnic
Albanians, when the Kosovon
Liberation Army (KLA) — a gueril-
la group — stepped up pressure
on Serbian security forces in the
area. Since the NATO war, the
KLA has technically been dis-
armed by the NATO forces but the
reality may be different.

In the post-NATO year, the mi-
nority Christian community of
Serbs and the majority ethnic Al-
banian Muslims have not been
able to co-exist.

On the pre-NATO intervention
period, fuelled by intense ethnic
hatred the Serb Christians and the
Albanian Muslims plunged the re-
gion into an orgy of ethnic vio-
lence and atrocities.

The Secretary-General of NA-
TO, Lord Robertson, has now re-
leased a background report of
NATO'’s involvement, activity and
achievements and challenge, one
year on. In Kosovo, NATO hopes
to raise the level of its peacekeep-
ing force (KFOR) back to 40,000
men. The KFOR may have curbed
ethnic violence but it has not van-
ished. Today it is tempting for
analysts to conclude that “NATO
may have already lost the peace
after having so recently won the
war against the Milosevic Govern-
ment in Belgrade.”

‘ethnic cleansing’ have now bee

reversed. Neutral observers point
out that against the return of
some eight lakh Albanian refu-
gees, some two lakh Serbs have
left the region. The Serbs live fear-
fully under KFOR guard or aggres-
sively in Mitrovica, which is the
only metropolitan area in Kosovo
with a sizeable serb population.

NATO went into Kosovo to cre-
ate a multi-ethnic society and de-
mocracy. All that today remains a
utopia. Mr. Milosevic has not only
survived in power but his admir-
ers even claim that his personal
popularity in Serbian region can-
not be challenged at this stage.

The KLA, which received moral
and armed support from Islamist
theocratic governments, may be
technically disarmed by KFOR
peacekeepers but manages to
continue its guerilla activities and
last week, American peacekeepers
tried to dislocate their secret arms
supplies. The Albanians have a
quest to merge Kosovo with Alba-
nia to create a greater Islamic Al-
bania. This is not acceptable to
European powers including Rus-
sia and major Balkan states and
China.All these countries have
problems of ethnic and religious
minorities and the so-called inde-
pendence for Kosovo may have a
cataclysmic effect all round.

It is argued that the ethnic Al-
banians will only negotiate with
Belgrade only when Mr. Milosev-
ic’'s Government either falls from
power or is destabilised. The NA-
TO powers intervened in Yugosla-
via ostensibly to ‘hit military
targets’ and nullify the military
capability of Mr. Milosevic and
thus hoped to trigger a collapse of
his Government. There is an ele-
ment of strong personal feelings
against Mr. Milosevic.

At a NATO press conference,
Lord Robertson felt convinced
that the Serbian leader will fall
from power. Kosovo now func-
tions as a United Nations and NA-
TO protectorate. The ethnic
violence is a living reality and the
law and order is rated as a ‘bor-
derline’ case. On the economic
front, the region has collapsed
and crises have been compound-
ed with the exit of entrepreneurial
Serbs. For local criminal gangs, it
is a field day for smuggling, extor-
tion and abduction§ of women
and children. '
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"West commitment to

Kosovo

on Monday,
d that international com-
mitment to the U.N. administered
territory might flag. Already, the
number of international troops
deployed in the region had come
down from 42,000 to 37,200 and
some countries were planning to
further reduce their presence here.
“I hope that will not happen. We
need both more troops and more
policemen. I have been promised
another 370 policemen including
from countries like India, Pakistan
and Jordan,” Dr. Kouchner told
The Hindu in an interview here, a
year after NATO began its “hu-
manitarian intervention” through
a 78-day massive bombing cam-
paign against Yugoslavia.

The depth of hatred, which ex-
ists between the Serb and Alba-
nian communities, has
complicated the mission of the
U.N. in Kosovo — to establish
peace, enforce law and order, set
up institutions and administer the
province. “Reconciliation or even
co-existence is going to be very
long in coming and we have to face
that,” Dr. Kouchner said. “In the
meanwhile we are going ahead
with preparations to hold local

INSIDE KOSOVO — |

elections in October. One of our
achievements has been the dis-
arming of the Kosovo Liberation
Army, the (KLA), and its transfor-
mation into a civilian organisa-

tion, the Kosovo Protection
Force.”
Elections in Kosovo and the

province’s autonomy were the
main subjects of discussion be-
tween the six members of the Con-
tact Group on Kosovo which met
in Paris on Tuesday after a year.
The meeting ended without any
specific date for a Ministerial
meeting, a negative development,
according to highly-placed sourc-
es here. The Russian envoy to the
meeting expressed concern that
despite  U.N. Resolution 1244
which guarantees Yugoslavia’s ter-
ritorial integrity with substantial
autonomy for Kosovo, “the situa-
tion is developing differently.” He
warned that Kosovo’s independ-
ence would lead to a move towards
establishing Greater Albania (with
Albanians from the Yugoslav re-
public of Montenegro and from
Macedonia, which would in turn,
unleash demands for a Greater
Serbia. Kosovars reject U.N. reso-
lution 1244 saying they can now
accept only total independence.
The U.N. administration here
plans to start off a series of round-
table discussions on the political

y Vaiju Naravane "{O ’

| lagging?

uture of Kosovo which will at-
tempt to define substantial auton-
omy.

A year ago, NATO had certain
clear objectives when it decided to
intervene in Kosovo — to stop the
repressive spiral against the prov-
ince’s Albanian majority set into
motion by Mr. Slobodan Milosev-
ic’s government in Belgrade, put
an end to ethnic cleansing and en-
sure that human rights were not
violated. However, the interna-
tional community also hoped to
usher in a multi-ethnic society, es-
tablish law and order and ensure
the return of refugees. Now a year
later, the world watches helplessly
as vicious attacks against minor-
ities (mainly Serbs and Roma gyp-
sies) continue, organised crime
flourishes and the institutional
void created in the aftermath of
the war remains.

The Serbs have become virtual
prisoners living in little protected
enclaves guarded by Kfor troops,
unable to go out unescorted even
to buy bread or milk. Mitrovica,
cut into two by the Ibar river, is a
city divided between the Serbs and
the Albanians and there are new
rumblings along Serbia’s south-
eastern border with Kosovo, were
a renascent KLA, now known as
the UCPMB is raising its head. The
U.S. State Department has ex-
pressed its disappointment at the
UCPMB's decision not to lay down
arms as agreed but to fight on for
the “liberation of Eastern Kosovo’’
— Albanian majority villages
which lie within Serbia’s borders.

The law and order situation in
Kosovo remains fragile and tenu-
ous. On Tuesday, a powerful bomb
exploded near the NATO head-
quarters downtown while several
other incidents were reported
from Mitrovica, Dragas, Cernica
and Gnjilane. There are about five
murders a week and countless, ug-
ly incidents of intimidation and vi-
olent aggression. There have been
allegations that the ‘‘disbanded”
KLA has, in fact, regrouped into
smaller criminal gangs running
prostitution and extortion rackets.
An internal report detailing such
activities was leaked to the press
last week. However, Dr. Kochner
brushes that aside as ‘‘unsubstan-
tiated and exaggerated.” The Unit-
ed Nations Security Council today
decided to send some of its own
ambassadors to Kosovo in late
April to inspect the implementa-
tion of the U.N. Resolution on Ko-
sovo.A year after NATO’s air war
against Serbian control over Koso-
Vo, a controversy appears to be
building up around the person of
Dr. Kouchner himself. Press re-
ports talk of friction between Dr.

: Kouchner, largely- seen as beirig

pro-Albanian and the French units
of Kfor who have been accused of
being pro-Serb.
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United Nations, March 29: The Security Councyl
decided on Tuesday to send a council mission (p
Kosovo toward the end of April to see how the Ui
admunistration there is functioning and to press for a
end to ethnic conflict, the council president said.

An invitation was extended by Bernard Kouchuer,
the UN special representative in the mainly ethnic
Albanian province of Serbia, when he bricfed ihe
council on March 6.

A council-authorised UN interim administration and
a Nato-led force entered Kosovo last June sfier an 11i-
week Nato bombing campaign to force Yugoslavia to
halt the repression of the ethnic Albanians and secure
the withdrawal of Belgrade’s troops and police.

There have been repeated clashes in recent months
between Albanians and the remaining Serb minority.
particularly in and around the northern {lashpoint citv
of Mitrovica.

Mr Kouchner has complained of a shortage of UN

UN mission to visit Kosovo

xiviiiun police. as well as of money and other
/resources needed to help restore normal life in Koso-

vO.

Council  president  Anwarul  Chowdhury  of
Bangladesh toid reporters that participants in the
council mission would visit Kosovo “toward the last
few days of April.”

Its mandate would be to study “the implementation
of the UN resolution on Kosovo, the operations of the
UN Interim Administration Mission In Kosovo, to see
what are the difficulties faced by UNMIK, and to take
a strong message of the council to the parties con-
cerned ... to end hostilities and engage in the restora-
tion of civic life in that territory.”

Mr Chowdhury did not say which members of the
I3-nation council would take part in the mission.

Russia. which strongly opposed the Nato bombing
of Yugoslavia but Has troops serving with the
Nato-led force, has been particularly angered by eth-
nic Albanian attacks on Serbs, its historic allies.
(Reuters)
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MITROVICA (NORTHERN KOSOVO),
MARCH 30. The Ibar is not a partic-
ularly impressive river even in
spate, and Mitrovica, the grey and
grimly provincial town that strad-
dles it, is unlikely to make it to the
pages of a tourist guide book. And
yet, Mitrovica has hit the head-
lines, with the swift-flowing little
Ibar becoming a symbol of ethnic
cleansing and communal hatred,
dividing the town into two bitterly
hostile camps.

The town’s Serb population
lives to the north of the river while
its Albanian residents are massed
at the southern end of the city's
two bridges, guarded at either end
by a barbed wire fence, KFOR
tanks and foreign soldiers wield-
ing Kalashnikovs. The three tower
blocks located just off the main
Mitrovica bridge are run down.
Some former shops fronts have
been burnt, others vandalised.
French KFOR troops keep a 24-
hour vigil outside to protect the
234 residents of ‘‘September
Apartments’’ who were brought
back to live here under heavy ar-
my escort on March 3.

Artan Ibrani is a 14-year-old
dressed like teenagers elsewhere

in the World()— ]eansqérk ers

and a baseball cap. At the \en-
trance to block I, he replaceshis
identity card back on the hobk,
smiles at the sergeant on duty ahd
leads me upstairs. The Ibrani
apartment looks out on the Ibar
where French soldiers are build-
ing a small footbridge so that
“September’”’ residents can visit
the southern part of the city with-
out having to cross through Serb-
held sections near the main
bridge. The flat is simple but com-

INSIDE KOSOVO — I

fortable, a cheap but richly pat-
terned  wall-to-wall carpet
dominates. ‘‘My parents were
well-off before,” explains Artan.
“My father was an engineer in the
Trepca mines while my mother
ran an export-import business.
But now look at us,” he trails off.
“Life is much easier for us now.
We feel safe. But the soldiers will
have to remain for a long time,”
says Artan’s mother Fikrije.

Sipping lemonade and biting
into a piece of Turkish delight, I
feel I have dropped in for a quiet,
neighbourly afternoon chat. The
illusion ends when Fikrije talks of

THE HINDU
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her old father’s death at the hands
of extremist Serbs. ‘“They shot
him and he bled to death. There
was no where we could go for
help. We were surrounded. It took
him 22 hours to die and he died
the day NATO stopped bombing.
These are things that we can nev-
er forget. Or forgive,” she says.
“Twentytwo persons from these
buildings were taken by the Serb
army when they withdrew. Of
these, only three have returned.
And they are all traumatised, still
frightened,” says Artan.

The older boy supports the

family. Both Fikrije and her hus-
band lost their jobs after 1989,
when Kosovo was stripped of its
autonomy by the Serbs. Their
neighbours are Albanian but the
tower block also houses Serbs,
Turks and Bosnians. “We are only
on nodding terms with the Serbs.
It is difficult to go beyond that at
the moment,” she says. Every
time they have to go out, KFOR
provides an escort. The children
play within the heavily guarded
compound. Stepping out is still
dangerous. The families live here
in a gilded prison.

On my way out, I am roundly
abused by a toothless Serb grand-
mother. “The decision to bring
these families back here was not
appreciated,” says Lieutenant Er-
ic Bouysson, a rangy French offi-
cer with a gentle smile. French
KFOR General Pierre de Saqui de
Sannes was criticised for ‘‘fo-
menting more tension”’ when he
brought the residents back and
now the Captain commanding
the area says there is ground for
cautious optimism. [ remain
sceptical. I would not like to go to
the corner shop to buy bread and
milk in a heavily guarded ar-
moured jeep.

The three towers are part of
what has been dubbed the ‘‘confi-
dence zone” — a cordoned off ar-
ea where binoculars, two-way
radios and firearms are prohibit-
ed. The idea is to promote ‘‘multi-
ethnicity.” The experiment is be-
ing repeated in the district of
“Little Bosnia" on the other side
where again the population is

river keeps, the hatred apart

mixed. However, I see no strollers
out for a constitutional in the
confidence zone.

The road curves steeply to the
right in the Serb part of the city.
Olivier Ivanovic of the Serb Na-
tional Council, which represents
the Serbs of northern Kosovo is
out so I talk to his assistant. There
have been many attacks against
Serbs by Albanian grenade throw-
ers and murderous mobs. They
live in fear for their lives, he says.
The Serbs here want guarantees
and increased KFOR reinforce-
ments. They are afraid the Koso-
vars will attain independence and
that they will be booted out of a
land they have inhabited for cen-
turies. The Serbs will never feel
safe unless there are links with the
mother country. They have been
calling for safe corridors linking
Serbian enclaves directly to Ser-
bia.

In the streets there is palpable
tension and hostility. Leather
jacketed young men swagger
around carrying two-way radios.

The Albanians describe them as
agents of the Serbian President,
Mr. Slobodan Milosevic. Govern-
ment workers continue to receive
their pay and pensions from Bel-
grade. And while everywhere else
the myth of the Serbian province
of Kosovo is being exploded, here
it is laboriously preserved.

“If I see a clear chain of com-
mand and Motorola walkie talkies
with hints of intelligence informa-

tion and cross border communi-
cation with policemen, 1 don’t |
need more information. The for- :

mer structure with Milosevic con-
tinues to function,” says Veton

Surroi, publisher of the Pristina
daily Koha Ditore. /



Victim blows hd on |

Serb rape ¢

C{ O\L ~_ another she was imprisoned in

MARTIN FLETCHER
THE TIMES, LONDON

THE HAGUE, March 30. — A
rape victim offered some of the
most harrowing testimony yet
presented to the International
War Crimes Tribunal in The
Hague yesterday as she
recounted the atrocities inflict-
ed on her as a 15-year-old slave
in a Bosnian Serb rape camp.
Breaking her silence for the
first time in eight years, the
young woman sobbed as she
said that she was raped almost
nightly, and so frequently that
she lost count.
“There are no words that can
describe my feeling. It was the
worst that could happen to
me,” she told the hushed court.
“It’s not easy to speak today,
but I want everyone tc know.”
From behind a screen she
said Serb soldiers held about
50 Muslim women in a sports
gl after they took control of
¢ town of Foca in south-east-
m Bosnia in 1992. Every
§ht they would select tirzir
vietims, pointing with their fin-
s and shouting: “You.”
Xou.” “You.”
Whe and her mother were
h raped. On one occasion
ten soldiers took turns raping
her and two other girls. On

Q)/ 1)*/
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an apartment for three days by
a former neighbour who used
her as his personal sex slave.

On yet another a soldier
threatened to gouge a crucifix
in her flesh, forced her to drink
alcohol, and made her assume
a Serb name as he raped her.

“He was so terrible. He did
such horrible things that I can-
not explain them,” she said.

The woman, identified only as
Witness 50, was testifying in
the trial of Dragoljub Kunarac,
Radomir Kovac and Zoran
Vukovic, the first men to stand
trial for using extreme and sys-
tematic sexual abuse as a
weapon of war.

Kunarac (39), scribbled on a
netepad as the woman told the
judges: “He was very forceful.
He wanted to hurt me. But he
could never hurt me as much
as my soul was hurting.”

International donors opened a
two-day conference in Brussels
that they hope will raise more
than $ 1 billion to help to
rebuild the Balkans after the
Bosnian and Kosovo conflicts.
Mr Keith Vaz, Britain’s
Minister for Europe, promised
100 million pounds over three
years in addition to funds
already contributed through
the EU.
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/More NAT6 troops for Kosovo

By Batuk Gathani \C

B. 25 The 16 NATO Ambassadors, who
met today\to discuss the recent spate of violence in
Kosovo, detided to deploy more peacekeepers in the
region to qiell any renewed clashes between Mus-
lim Albanians and Christian Serbs in the divided
northern Kosovo town of Mitrovica.

Meanwhile, two senior NATO Generals have
warned the Yugoslav President, Mr. Slobodan Milo-
sevic of fresh air strikes if he did not “comply fully”
with his commitments on Kosovo. Though Mr. Milo-
sevic’s response is not known at this moment, West-
ern leaders feel that given the recent hardline
statements from Belgrade and the alleged military
offensive by Serbian forces in Kosovo, the Yugoslav
leader is not likely to back off easily in the face of
such threats.

It is also a fact that NATO cannot immediately
launch another aerial offensive against Yugoslavia
because of logistical reasons. Also, about 800 inter-
national monitors have to be evacuated from Koso-
vo.

The Western leaders have repeatedly said their
strategy is to either oust or topple Mr. Milosevic's

Government and have made appeals to the Yugoslav
people “to rise”” against their President. In response,
Mr. Milosevic’s supporters have staged huge rallies
in Belgrade and other cities.

The Serb minority in Kosovo is uncertain about its
future in the Muslim Albanian dominated Kosovo. A
local Serb leader said about 200 women and chil-
dren were recently moved out of Mitrovica to safety
following the recent violence. Gen. Wesley Clark, the
Supreme Commander of NATO forces in Europe,
recently told a visiting panel of U.S. House of repre-
sentatives that NATO troops in the region would
remain though on a reduced strength until Mr. Milo-
sevic was replaced.

Mr. Milosevic has a tradmonal ally in Russia. Re-
cently, Serbia’s Deputy Prime Minister, during a visit
to Russia, made a sensational appeal for a “Slavic
union” of Russia, Yugoslavia and Belarus. Little is as
yet known about the Russian Acting President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin’s strategy in the Balkan power game.

A great deal about the future course of events in
Kosovo and in the Balkan region will depend on how
the NATO- led peacekeepers contain the challenges
posed by racial extremists in the region.
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| task it faces. For, as t

~ Keeping

NO longer
talk of recon-
ciliation but
rather about
the first step towards co-exist-
ence,” the U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al's Special Representative in
Kosovo, Mr. Bernard Kouchner,
told a crowd in Pristina at the
start of the new millennium. His
words were cautious and mea-
sured: “Our mission is to help as
needed, not to impose anything
that the populatic)é js not ready

(Y

for.” .

Six months into'ifs mandate,
the United Nations {nterim WAd-
ministration in Kosoyo is beght”
ning to realise the enoymity of the
U.N. Sec-
retary-General, Mr. Kpbfi Annan,
himself admitted, “the level and
nature of the violence in Kosovo,
especially against vulnerable mi-
norities, remains unacceptable.”

There is a gaping divide, made
up of mutual distrust and hatred,
that separates Kosovo’s Albanian
and Serb communities with the
Albanians displaying a terrifying
thirst for revenge. Almost every
day there are new murders, acts
of vengeance and savage exac-
tions against the Serbs and the
gypsies in Kosovo. The Serbs now
live in terror, grouped together,
totally reliant on U.N. peacekeep-
ers.

“We have all expressed a sense
of revulsion at these acts. It is true
that in the past weeks we have
seen an increase in the number of
killings. I attribute that to frustra-
tion, to the lack of sufficient polic-
ing and to the difficulty of putting
in place a whole new administra-
tion. The real question is that of
the Serbs. They must understand
that Belgrade’s domination has
come to an end. And if their reclu-
sion in a handful of ghettos is to
be decried, they must understand
it is for their own security,” says
the Kosovo Albanian leader, Mr.
Ibrahim Rugova.

Mr. Ismail Kadare, Albania’s
most eminent writer, is sharp in
his criticism of the United Na-
tions and its rapporteur, Mr. Djiri
Diensbiert, whom he accuses of
siding with the Serbs. A people,
which has been subjected to un-
called for, and unjust violence
cannot regain its serenity of spirit
unless justice is done. And that is
now the responsibility of the in-
ternational community, claims
Mr. Kadare.

Under U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
the international community has
in fact created a protectorate in
Kosovo. This resolution calls for
the immediate and verifiable ces-
sation of all violence and repres-
sion, the withdrawal of military,
police and paramilitary forces,
the deployment of U.N. peace-

-

the peace in

Kosovo

~———

A member of the U.N. peace-keeping force in Kosovo. (At right) A victim grieves.

keepers and the setting up of a
civilian administration, the return
of refugees and their continued
security, free access to humani-
tarian organisations, the estab-
lishment of substantial autonomy
for Kosovo while respecting the
sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty of the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia, and the economic
development and stabilisation of
the province.

The U.N. administration led by
Mr. Kouchner and the KFOR, led

the problem of ‘“‘unofficial law-
enforcement actors” operating in
the province.

These past six months have
highlighted the contradiction be-
tween KFOR and UNMIK’s avow-
ed aim to create a multi-ethnic,
democratic and stable Kosovo
and the anarchy and violence
which have contributed to a mas-
sive exodus of Serbs. Last month
Mr. Kouchner admitted, “‘the in-
ternational community has failed
to protect minorities in Kosovo,

The United Nations Interim
Administration in Kosovo is beginning
to realise the enormity of the task it
faces, says VAIJU NARAVANE

by General Michael Jackson, face
a double problem. The first is the
elaboration of their mission with
Yugoslavia and Serbia of which
Kosovo is still formally a province
and the second is their authority
vis-a-vis the population and the
Kosovo Liberation Army or UCK.

Immediately after the with-
drawal of Yugoslav troops from
Kosovo, the UCK placed its men
in key positions in the province —
in municipalities, state-owned
companies and other public enti-
ties. Mr. Annan in his latest report
to the Security Council on the sit-
uation in Kosovo said a ‘‘strong
response” was needed to address

particularly the Serbs. There have
been over 400 murders in the
province but only four trials.” He
attributes this lack of justice to
the Kosovar ‘law of silence”.
Judges and prosecutors in Kosovo
refused to apply legislation which
they said was Serbian. The UN-
MIK has attempted to overcome
this problem by ‘‘reviving” the
penal code in force before Serbia
annexed Kosovo in 1989 when the
province was an autonomous en-
tity.

The UNMIK and the KFOR have
scarce means at their disposal
The U.N. initially planned an in-
ternational force of 6000 police-
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men to help restore order and
protect minorities. But so far only
1800 have been deployed. It's a
drearily familiar scenario with
UN. member-states making
grandiose promises and then for-
getting to keep them.

What is also hampering U.N. ef-
forts in Kosovo is the Albanian de-
termination to win
independence. “The best solution
for all Kosovars will be independ-
ence. In 1991 we held a referen-
dum on independence like all the
other ex-Yugoslav republics but
we were an occupied territory
then. A peaceful, free and demo-
cratic Kosovo, well integrated in
Europe would bring peace to the
Balkans. And the sooner it hap-
pens the better,” said Mr. Rugova
who is part of the recently-formed
Interim Administrative Council
which unfortunately has been re-
jected by the Serbs.

The future of Kosovo is unclear
and it is not certain that the in-
ternational community will want
to pick up this hot potato for a
while. A great deal will depend
upon the future of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia. Montenegro
is already making secessionist
noises. The regime of Marshal Ti-
to did not manage to instil a truly
multi-ethnic culture in the Bal-
kans and populations continue
be walled in by ancient M
istic passions.



_Atkan murder
accomplice
A arrested gs \

Belgr \\Jan 1 (AP) Police

have caught an accomplice in the
assassination of Serbia’s most no-
torious warlord, newspapers
close to the government reported
today.

The state-run Politika and the
pro-government Vecernje Novosti
dailies claimed without giving de-
tails that this represented a major
breakthrough in determining the
motive behind the killing of Zeljko
Raznatovic, known as Arkan, ata
plush Belgrade hotel on Saturday.

Politika said the man was seri-
ously wounded during a shootout
in the lobby of the hotel. He was
only “helping” Arkan’s assassin
and the Killer was on the run, the
paper said.

It also said the unidentified ac-
complice underwent surgery ina
Belgrade hospital and was still un-
conscious and unable to give state-
ments. A spokeswoman for Bel-
grade police refused to confirm
the accounts.

Opposition parties have said
the Kkillers would never be caught
because Arkan may have been
killed to prevent him from testify-
ing against Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic at the war
crimes tribunal at The Hague,
Netherlands. Politika claimed the
detention of the accomplice re-
futes this argument. “All the ver-
sions about a planned liquidation
... because of Arkan’s engagement
in the wars and activities by The
Hague tribunal no longer hold
water,” Politika said.

Raznatovic, who had been in-
dicted by the international war
crimes tribunal for atrocities
committed by his dreaded Tiger
militia during wars in Croatia and
Bosnia, was believed to have had
close ties to Milosevic’s security
services.
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~“Serbs 1n solemn

adieu to Arkan.
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BELGRADE, Jan. 21. — Only the sound of pigeons an§ a three-
volley rifle salute broke the silence yesterday, as thousands
braved sub-zero temperatures to watch the assassinated Serbian
warlord, Arkan, lowered into his grave. An air of sadness perme-
ated the air at the funeral in central Belgrade, in contrast to a
commemoration service on Wednesday, dominated by large crop-
haired men and glamorous, heavily made-up young women. The
majority of those present at the new cemetery were ordinary
Serbs, many carrying modest bunches of flowers to lay at the
grave. :

Many came from the Bosnian Serb republic, where Arkan’s
Tigep militia were accused of massacres, and Montenegro, his
ily’s native republic. “It was probably the biggest funeral in
elgrade since Tito’s in 1980,” one mourner said. “People were so
quiet you could hear the pigeons cooing.” There was no sign of the
police or any members of the Yugoslav regime, which some Serbs
suspect of having ordered the killing of Arkan — real name Zeljko
Raznatovic — at the Intercontinental Hotel in Belgrade last
weekend.

Before the burial in the family plot, dominated by a gold cross on
black marble, relations and close friends attended a Serbian
Orthodox funeral at the small chapel in the cemetery. Weeping
could be heard from within by the silent crowds outside as hymns
were sung by a choir. After the service, which lasted nearly two
hours, Arkan’s eldest son, Mihajlo, 21, emerged behind the black
coffin carrying a cross. Arkan had nine children by three wives
and the last, the folk-rock singer, Ceca, looked pale and drawn.

Supporters of Arkan’s Obilic foothall team also joined the
i mourners, dressed in winter football kits  huge floral tribute in
blue, the team’s colour, was laid at the grave by club members.

After a plaintive trumpet dirge by the graveside, Mr Borislav
Pelevic, president, Serb Volunteer Guards, repeated the eulogy he
made at Wednesday’s service, hailing Arkan as a “warrior, sports-
.man and humanitarian.” “Arkan was accused of being a war crim-
inal,” he said, “because foreign powers were afraid he would spoil
their plans for Kosovo.” :
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