Anti-terrorism campaign\(akes a beating

By K. Subrahmanyanq\/

NEW DELHE The government’s
decision to exchange three terror-
ists for 157 hostages is perhaps un-
derstandable and even explainable
in terms of what other countries
have done under similar compul-
sions. However, it has to be accept-
ed that what has transpired is a seri-
ous setback to India in its fight
against terrorism. One could even
say that the international campaign

. against terrorism has suffered a set-
back on account of this exchange of
terrorists for hostages.

It is quite obvious that the Vaj-
payee government held out for six
days against the threats of the hi-
jackers. It is said that the negotia-
tions came close to breaking point
on the night of Wednesday, the

sixth day of the hostage ordeal. At
that stage, it would appear the ter-
rorist threat prevailed and the gov-
ernment decided to yield.
Apologists for the decisi lnay
point out, perhaps with some justi-
fication, that the hijackers Were
forced to be content with the re-
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lease of only three out of the 36 ter-
rorists they demanded and that
they had to drop their demand for
$200 million. But that is only small
consolation. Ultimately, the hijack
is a victory for terrorism and, there-
fore, the nation has to guard against
more hijackings aimed at securing
the release of other terrorists being
held in Indian prisons. No amount
of verbiage or dissimulation can
convert this setback into a victory

for the Indian nation.

What comes through clearly is
that when it comes to the crunch,
India, a country which has lost
thousands of lives to terrorism,
must wage a lonely battle against

what is,after all, a worldwide
scourg - l
Those who'loudly talk of fighting

international terrorism put their

-calculations of expediency ahead of

solidarity. The UN security council,
which imposed sanctions on Libya
for its alleged complicity in the
blowing-up of Pan Am flight 103
over Lockerbie in Scotland, did not
even meet once to come to the res-
cue of the 158 hapless victims of
this hijacking, despite the drama
dragging on for days.

» Need for strategy to fight Pak
terrorism, Page 6
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Farooq upset over

By Dwarika Prasad Sharma
The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: Chief minister Farooq
Abdullah is “upset” over the deci-
sion of the Union government 10
release three top terrorists in ex-
change for the hostages aboard the
1A plane, sources close to him said
on Friday.

The chief minister was apprehen-
sive that the release, especially the
ISI-sponsored Harkat-u}-Mu-
jahideen ideotogue Masood Azhar,
would boost militancy in the state,

Centr

e’s décision

N ¢
they added. 3,9‘3 (“\,q/ ternal\ ffairs minister Jaswant

The chief minfister and top police
and civil officials have been holding
a series of meetings since Thursday
evening to discuss the imminent
and then actual, release of militants
and to review the repercussions on
the already increasing violence in
the state.

Masood Azhar was shifted from
Kot Bhalwal jail near here and
Mushtaqg Ahmed Zargar of Al
Umar from Srinagar to Delhi on
Friday morning before leaving for
Kandahar on the plane taking ex-

Singh in {he afternoon.

There Wwas a general air of de-
spondency here that the Union
government had to renege on the
principie that there would be no
bargaining with terrorists.

Though ordeal of the innocent
hostages was ending, it was feit that
that the already hot militancy
would see a spurt and incidents like
the hijacking might be repeated to
secure the release of other terror-
ists.
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/ A Setback for India \ ~/

The nation joins the families and friends of the host&ges of
‘light 814 in welcoming them back from their seven day ordeal and
vishes them all a happy new year. The pilots and the rest of
he air crew deserve our special thanks. At the same time, India has to
sear in mind that their freedom has been secured at a cost which is not
»ossible to adjudge at present. The cost can be minimised — and a
epetition of such payments can be avoided — if, even at this
ate stage, the nation will wake up to the harsh realities of its security
:nvironment. Other nations, including a ‘hard state’ like Israel,
1ave sometimes found it necessary to release terrorists in exchange for
1ostages. While the present decision of the government is under-
standable, there can be no gainsaying the harsh conclusion that
the Indian republic has been outmanoeuvred by terrorists and by a

.neighbour which supports them and unleashes them on this country.
JThis is the first time that ransom demands of such a dimension have
Been acceded to and, therefore, every precaution needs to be taken to
ensure that the government’s decision to yield to the terrorists’
demands will not encourage more such actions in the future. What has
happened is a serious setback; hence, a whole series of damage
limitation measures have to be thought through and put in place. The
first damage limitation measure for the nation as a whole is to ensure
that our political parties and media do not attempt to politicise the is-
sue and project the government’s decision in partisan colours. Nothing
will suit the Pakistani army and the terrorists it has unleashed better
than that kind of development. It is quite possible, and even highly
probable, that the decision to free three notorious terrorists will be
hailed as a great victory by Islamabad in its proxy war and that the ter-
rorist campaign now being waged in Kashmir will receive a fillip.
Therefore, very urgent steps are called for to enhance the status of
alert of our forces in that state. All the resources of our intelligence
and security agencies have to be brought to bear in countering the
possible attempts at escalation of the terrorist campaign being waged
in Jammu and Kashmir.

In all probability, the enemy will not restrict its attention to Jammu
and Kashmir but is likely to launch terrorist attacks in other vulnera-
ble parts of India. A state of general alert against terrorism is called for
and the population of the country has to be sensitised to the fact that it
1s under an all-pervasive terrorist threat; every citizen should be on
alert and report to the authorities any suspicious move or happening.
In a sense, this threat is a more insidious one than that posed by an
army across the border. The threat of terrorism is intended to sap the
morale of the people and undermine their confidence. The Kandahar
deal is likely to reinforce the Pakistani military’s traditional belief that
New Delhi does not have the will to act proactively and punish Islam-
abad regardless of whatever damage it may inflict on India. Pakistan is
likely to advertise the hijacking as revenge for Kargil and as proof that
the BIP-led coalition government is a paper tiger. This will be used to
boost the image of General Parvez Musharraf and his newly installed
ISI chief, General Mahmud Ahmad, former 10th corps commander
and loyal ally in the Kargil misadventure. Therefore, the government
has to justify its decision to the people of India, take steps to counter
the enhanced threats of terrorism likely to be posed by Pakistan, and
launch a counter-offensive to expose that country as a terrorist state.
The ruling alliance needs to enter into consultation with all political
parties, explain to them the nature of the terrorist threat the country
faces, and also initiate an information campaign on exposing the role
of Islamabad. All information on the three extremists exchanged and
their place in Pakistan’s terrorist campaign should be publicised. Sig-
nal intercepts, if any, between the hijackers and Pakistani organisa-
tions should also be made available to persuade the world about the
nature of terrorist aggression being waged against this country. India
has been lulled into a sense of complacency for too long by
successive governments. In spite of all its tall claims, the Vajpayee
government has not displayed a different security culture than its
predecessors. Having suffered a serious setback, let us start on our
efforis to meet this grave threat unitedly.
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Gowt. has lost
ts prestige,
feels Cabinet

Py Neena Vyas

NEW DILII, BEC 1. The that
has emerged from inside the
Union Cabinet is that while “the
Government has won life for the
hostages, it has lost its prestige.”

The atmosphere at the meeting
of the Cabinet this evening was
grim and there was little to cheer
about. The details of the “deal”
struck with the hijackers of IC 814
were already known, and as one
Minister sald, “We were present-
ed with a fait accompli, where was
the occasion to approve or disap-

prove. M 9 . { ] L

Mr L. K. Advant, Unioh Home
Minister, remained mordse and
did not say a word. And it seems
that the Cabinet Ministers had no
idea why the three terrorists re-
leased from falls here in exchange
for the hostages were taken to
Kandahar in the plane carrying
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh,

The first hint that a deal was
being struck was given at the Cab-
inet meeting yesterday when Mr.
Singh requested his colleagues:
‘‘Besr with me tonight, I may have
some good news tomorrow.”

While the Cabinet had some
idew that bargaining was on for
the releuse of some terrorists and
militants, ministers did not know
that the hardcore Maulvi Masood
Azhar was also to be released.

1
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tary-general Kofi Annan\is
greatly relieved that the hijack
ended without further loss ‘of
life, a UN spokesman said.

“The secretary-general is par-
ticularly pleased that the pas-
sengers and the crew of the
hijacked plane are back in
freedom.” '

A UN humanitarian official,
Mr Eric de Mul, tried to ease
the discomfort of the passen-
gers while they were being
held hostage by supplying
washing materials and flyj
in meals from Islamaba
supplies ag\Kandaha

— Reuter:
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Release of militiants is no.

sellout: yr

HT Correspondent \/\ \’
New Delhi, December 31

SHORTLY AFTER External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
took off for Kandahar, National
Security Advisor Brajesh Mishra

spoke to The
Hindustan Times about
the deal with the
hijackers:

Q: Isn't the decision
to release three mili-
tants a climb-down or a
sell-out, given the gov- §
ernment's oft-repeated
determination to stand firm?

A: Not at all. At a meeting with
the opposition, we agreed that the
government would take no action
that would endanger the lives of
passengers or harm India's long-
term interests. We are convinced
that we have operated within those

parameters, Pon't forget that the
hijackers afked for the release of

36 ultraw:}n Lat is if you exclu‘)
the other detands including the
one for money\-but we only agreed
to release three people.

Q: If you were going to release
the Maulana anyway, then should-
n't you have done this on the sec-

ajesh lesw ra

airport. And even then they want-
ed several militants released apart
from the Maulana.

Q: Is there any deal with the
Taliban? Have we agreed to recog-
nise them?

A: Absolutely not. The question
of recognition

“The question of recognition of

Taliban does not arise. We did

not offer them and they did not
ask for it”

does not arise. We
did not offer and
they did not ask for
it

-Q: Do we know
who the hijackers
are?

ond day of the hijack when this was
the only demand made by the
hijackers? That way, you would
have spared the hostages a week of
suffering.

A: It is simply not true that the
hijackers ever made the demand
for the release of only one
The first demands that wgfeceived
came from the ATC g¥'Kandahar
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A: Yes, we now
have their real names and their
backgrounds. There have been
arrests of four people in Bombay.
Our information is that the hijack-
ers have links with the Chotta
Shakeel gang and with Pakistan.
We expect to be able to release
more information after the
hostages have landed on Indian
soil.



—The three who were exchanged

general secretary of Harkat-ul-Ansar,

claimed to be a “journalist and a reli-
gious preacher” following his arrest in February
1994. Born in an affluent family of Bhawalpur,
in Pakistan on July 10, 1968, Azhar had been
editing Sada-e-Mujahaeed, a magazine commit-
ted to spread of Islamic teachings.

He had joined Harkat to raise funds for the
group and also to enrol people for jehad. He
was rated as a strong motivator and orator.

He arrived in Srinagar on Feb. 9, 1994 and
had got in touch with his long-time associate
Sajjad Afghani, who at that time was heading
the Harkat-ul-Ansar group in Kashmir.
MUSHTAQ AHMAD ZARGAR, born in Jilad
Mohamma in Srinagar, was a coppersmith
before joining ranks of militants. He was influ-
enced by Shabir Ahmad Shah. Later he joined
! Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front — the
' first militant group that announced and
t launched armed rebellion in Kashmir.

Zargar went to Pakistan in the late 80s, where
ha wace traated ac o VIP On hic retiirn he float-

MASOOD AZHAR, chief ideologue anh

ed his own gr uL Al-Umar- Mu1ahadeen He
was responsiblg for various acts of militancy in
Kashmir ranging from killings to abductions.
Al-Umar-Mujahadeen was the first splinter
group of the JKLF. A pro-Pakistan outfit, it
organised several operations in downtown
Srinagar against security forces and also spon-
sored parades and rallies on Pakistan’s
Independence Day — August 14.

AHMED UMAR SYED SHEIKH, is a gradu-
ate from the London School of Economics, this
half-British-half-Afghan is also a black belt
holder in martial arts. In 1994, he had walked
into the Holiday Inn hotel in New Delhi and

checked into the best room there. But two days

and a Rs 25,000 bill later, he shifted to cheaper
lodgings. He then seButed around for possible
victims and spotted a group of four foreigners,
three of whom were British.

Promising to show them what the “real India”
was like, he along with three other militants,
kidnapped them. The tourists were taken to
Saharanpur and kept in a room. They were
chained like animals and given a bottle gach for
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rellevmg themselves. They were rescued after
about 40 days later. A

“Our inspector Sahibabad/Ghaziabad, Dhruv
Lal Yadav, had received information and we
reached the hideout late in the night. There was
an exchange of fire and Dhruv Lal was fatally
hit. He was hit by two bullets in the chest and
abdomen and could not be saved. Another con-
stable, Ram Sevak, was also killed,” recalled IG
Vikram Singh, who is now in charge of the UP
Police Special Task Force and who led this oper-
ation in 1994. One terrorist was also killed in
the encounter, but Sheikh managed to escape.
He was later rounded up in the Massouri area
of Ghaziabad.

Sheikh refused to say anything to the police
and was lodged at the Police Hospital. Here he
locked himself in and switched off the lights.
When the police constable on duty broke in,
Sheikh gave him a sound thrashing. Two others
who went to his aid were also treated similarly.
The police had to throw a net to overpower
him.

Arun Joshi/Soni Sangwan, Jammu/New Delhi



~"How the bargain was clinched

HT Correspondent 3 /{})S '\ The Taliban the
1

New Delhi, December 3 \)\,
THE MILITANTS-for-hostages
swap was decided collectively by
Prime Minister Vajpayee, Home
Minister Advani, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh, Principal
Secretary to the PM Brajesh
Mishra, the Director of the
Intelligence Bureau and the
Secretary of the Research and
Analysis Wing late on Wednesday.
They originally decided to free
only Maulana Masood Azhar in
exchange for the release all the
hostages on board IC 814. This
was conveyed to Indian negotia-
tors in Kandahar immediately. But
the hijackers stuck to their
demand: free 36 militants. Finally,
they got back to India with a deal:
release the Maulana and 80
hostages would be released and for
every militant subsequently
realeased, 15 hostages would be
freed. Indian negotiators refused.

The hijackers called off the galks.
For nearly 12 hours erday,
negotiations werg-deadlocked.

éut pressure on
both sides. The Moving of tanks

and heavy artillery near the air-
craft was to intimidate the hijack-
ers. India was also told that if a set-
tlement was not reached, they
would force the plane off Afghan
soil. The Taliban then spoke direct-
ly to the hijackers at India's urging.
Nobody is sure of what transpired
but late yesterday afternoon, the
hijackers contacted the Indian

- When push came to shove ...
e The talks were deadlocked for 12 hours. The hijackers stuck to their

negotiators and said they were
ready to talk again.

The settlement arrived at last
night was the Maulana plus two
other militants. The Indians said
that they would choose the
Maulana's two companions. The
hijackers then said in that case five,
not two, militants of India's choice
would have to be released. Finally,
it was agreed that two names of the
hijackers' choice would accompany

one demand: the release of 36 militants. The negotiators in Kandahar
were not authorised to agree to release anybody. The hijackers were
getting edgy.

¢ A commando operation was impossible. The Taliban had refused to
storm the plane.

o The Taliban had not set a deadline. But they had said that as there
was no possibility of negotiations getting anywhere, they wanted the
plane off their territory.

& IB had reported that the communal situation in India was becoming
tense. If there was one more death, there could be communal riots.
e The intention behind the hijack had been to focus attentiol

Kashmir. So far that had not happened but if the stand-off dra on,

then Kashmir would become the focus of world attention
N
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Masood Azhar. .

This was conveyed to a core
group in Delhi which met at night
informally to discuss the condi-
tions. At 10 p.m. the core group
decided to go for it.

As the militants to be released
were in jail under TADA, the
Government of India spent all
night arranging the legal formali-
ties for their release. |

At 10 am. the Cabinet
Committee on Security met to rat-
ify the decision. The External
Affairs Minister volunteered to go
to Kandahar to receive the passen-
gers himself. But as the deal had
not been announced, it was said
that he was only going "to person-
ally supervise the negotiations’ \e_‘

Mr Jaswant Singh's departur
was delayed because two of the
militants to be freed were in
Jammu and plane bringing
the ethi could not take off

Cause of fog. Finally, they landed
at 2.10 p.m. The plane with the
External Affairs Minister and the
three militants left Delhi for

Kandahar 50 minutes later.
A /



RAW team weighed

ABHIGYAN HANS — adiy
STATESMANNEWSSERVICE ) © 7

NEW DELHI, Dec. 31. — Six officials,
including two from the Research and
Analysis Wing, who went to Kandahar as
part of the Indian team to negotiate with
the hijackers, returned two days ago.

The officials are learnt to have reached
the capital on 29 December and submitted
their report to senior government officials
dealing with the crisis.

A senior official said the six had returned
with a first-hand assessment of the ground
situation at Kandahar airport and sur-
rounding areas in Taliban territory. Their
“first-hand assessment” is reported to have
been an important input influencing the
government decision to release the three

militants today. Sr\/ Q’

The six officials are reported to have
made their way back ysing a regular flight
from Kabul.

“They could have communicated using
satellite telephones, byt the chances of the
conversation being tapped were high. Even
coded messages sent via satellites can be
decoded with some effért,” the official said.

A 52-member delegation, including a
seven-member negotiating team led by a
joint secretary in the external affairs min-
istry, had left for Kandahar on Monday.
Among others, the team also comprised air-
craft crew, doctors and engineers who recti-
fied a fault in the auxiliary power unit.

The six officials are believed to have been
included in the Indian delegation with the
specific brief that they should gather as
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storming option

much in} rm[ation as possible and rush |
back on any regular flight at the earliest.

The officials are stated to have assessed
the role, psyche and mood of the Taliban
authorities during the hijacking drama as
also when securitymen laid siege to the
hijacked aircraft.

They are also learnt to have explored the
viability of mounting a commando opera-
tion in the hijacked IA aircraft on lines of
the Entebbe commando operation in 1976.

Taliban’s stand that they would not allow
use of force to rescue the hostages, howev-
er, saw to it that this option stood
closed. Besides, heavy deployment of per-
sonnel with anti-aircraft missiles at
Kandahar airport, the Taliban are believed
to have several training camps around the
region.




_Hostaaes
freed. back

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 31. — The
hijack finally ended today, but
not before splitting the
Cabinet over its management
— to the extent that the home
minister offered to resign.

The hostages were flown back
to Delhi tonight after India
bought their freedom by hand-
ing over to the hijackers three
jailed terrorists, including
Maulana Mohammed Masood
Azhar. \ A

The decision to reledse the
terrorists brought a resigna-
rtion offer from Mr LK Advani
before he was soothed by the
Prime Minister, who today
defended the trade-off in a
broadcast.

Masood, Ahmad Omar Sayed
Sheikh (both from Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen) and Mushtaq
Ahmad Zargar (Al-Umar) were
taken out of their jails this
morning and flown to
Kandahar accompanied by the
external affairs minister. They
were handed over to the
hijackers late in the afternoon.

Minutes later, the hostages
trooped out of IC-814 that had
been their prison for seven
days. They were driven by bus
to two Indian Airlines planes
that flew them back to Delhi,
with Mr Jaswant Singh, for an

motional reunion with friends

nd family.

The Boeing 737 carrying the

first batch of 101 landed
around 8.45 p.m., the Airbus A
320 with the rest some time
later. As the passengers tum-
bled in, some were rushed to
hospital in ambulances, sume
driven home and others pui up
in Centaur Hotel.
The hijackers: The five
hijackers left Kandahav air-
port with the freed terrorists
and drove off towards an
undisclosed destination.

Mr Jaswant Singh said the
Taliban had given them 10
hours to leave the country. The
government had earlier said
the Islamic regime would deal
with the hijackers in accor-
dance with Afghan law.

The Taliban, which didn’t say

24 Dec — IC-814
hijacked, lands in Dubai
after halts in Amritsar and

Lahore

\
25 Dec — 27 passengers
released. Plane reaches
Kandahar

26 Dec — UN team at
Kandahar after hijackers
demand Masood Azhar's
release

27 Dec — Special Indian
plane with negotiators
reaches Kandahar. Talks
begin

28 Dec — Direct talks
held, hijackers issue fresh
demands

29 Dec — Hijackers drop
some demands, doctors
allowed inside plane

30 Dec — Taliban guards
surround plane, UN
negotiator returns from
Istamabad

31 Dec — Three militants
freed, hostages released.

where the hijackers and freed
terrorists were headed,
announced they would be
forced to leave the country if
they failed to meet the 10-hour

deadline.
(The Tahbawred deal
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PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpayee's attempt to secure the
Opposition's endorsement for his
handling of (the_hijacking crisis
ended in a fiasco)today, as the all-
party meeting convened by him
turned out to be a complete wash-
out.

With Opposition parties begin-
ning to slam the Government for
its “total failure” on the issue, in a

sign of the gathering political
storm, only Congress leader

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 31

Manmohan Singh and Bahujan -

Samaj Party supremo Kanshi Ram
responded to the Prime Minister's
sudden invitation for an all-party
meeting.

No officials were present during
this interaction, when Mr Vajpayee
apprised the two leaders that the
“only feasible option" before the
Government was to release
Mohammad Masood Azhar and
two other terrorists to ensure that
the hostages were freed by the
hijackers.

Refusing to comment whether

'\ls

0

they were\ }a‘isfied with this expla-
nation, the two leaders however
made it clear to newspersons that
they were concerned about the
consequences flowing from the
handling of the situation.
According to Mr Kanshi Ram,
the Prime Minister himself admit-

get Opp

and discas/geéonsgiq‘}em

dealing with terrorism," he said,
adding that his party was
““relieved and happy" that the
hostages were freed.

But his party. colleague Pranab
Mukherjee did not hide his punch-
es as he charged the Government

Only Congress leader Manmohan Singh and
Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Kanshi Ram
responded to the Prime Minister's sudden
invitation for an all-party meeting. No officials
were present during this interaction

ted to the " “danger” of a " future
blackmail" when he was queried
about it at the meeting.

While Mr Singh was more guard-
ed and circumspect in his
response, he too expressed con-
cern over the consequences of the
situation with regard to the coun-
try's security.

"It is not a party matter. The
nation will have to ponder over

with succumbing to pressure of the
hijackers and maintained that the
decision to release three dreaded
militants ‘will have *far-reaching
implications." ‘

He expressed apprehensions that
with this development, the law
enforcement machinery which is
taking on the militap#S in Kashmir
will be reduced to7a lame duck set-

up.
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osittbn support

Mr Kanshi Ram too did not
mince his words as he lashed out at
the Government's " “total failure”
to deal with the situation.

The BSP leader, who asked the

Prime Minister whether there was

a possibility of a future blackmail,
charged that the Government had
bungled in dealing with the situa-
tion when the hijacked aircraft had
landed in Amritsar.

“For the second time after Kargil,
we have had to pay a heavy price
for the Government's failure,” he
said adding that it was time for the
government to ponder over the
successive failures.

Earlier, on Monday, when the
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had convened an all-
party meeting to brief leaders
about the  hijacking, the
Opposition parties had distanced
themselves from it and kept their
attack in reserve.

They rallied behind the
Government in the hour of crisis
but made it clear that in view of the
rapidly changing situation it was
for the Government to take a deci-
sion on the matter.



Defence analysts slam

deal wit

New Delhi, December 31

PROMINENT DEFENCE ana-
lysts and experts in strategic affairs
have expressed outrage at the
manner in which the Government
"compromised"” national interest to
resolve the week-long hijack
drama at Kandahar.

Mr K. Subrahmanyam, Convenor
of the National Security Advisory
Board (NSAB), termed the deal
struck with the hijackers as a "set-
back" for India's fight against ter-
rorism. " The hijackers,” he said
"have won..." &, _ v

Mr Subrahﬁany‘gm’,S wh%bztflso
headed the Committee that
probed the Kargil fiasco, blamed
the international community for
not supporting New Delhi in get-
ting the hostages released. He said
the lesson to be learnt was that
India has to fight terrorism alone
and not rely on others.

Former Army chief, General VN
Sharma, said the release of the ter-
rorists would only serve to boost

with hijackers
HT Correéponden}’\‘/llf ")/t‘!rrorism in the lc}in

: "Once
you give in to blackmail] you have
to be prepared to give in to their
demands many times over". India,
according to him, was seen as a
"soft State” and this would embold-
en the militants. "We have been
proved wrong in hoping that the
BJP-led Government would prove

" to be strong and assertive...." The

turn of events at Kandahar has
been contrary to the impression
that the Taliban were co-operating
with India, opined Gen. Sharma.

In order to help the hijackers
attain their objective, they (the
Taliban) made sure that no military
option could be exercised by New
Delhi. On the release of terrorists,
Gen. Sharma said by allowing the
hijacked plane to leave Amritsar "
we ensured that we were driven up
the wall... Thereafter, we didn't
have very many options to exer-
cise."

The ex-Army Chief also drew
attention to the slow movement of
law against the three terrorists
despite their arrest some time
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SThere was no option

-~

except releasing ultras’,.

HT Correspondent

/\/ \,
New Delhi,December 3

LW
w
THE UNION Cabinet endors
this evening the decision of th
Cabinet Committee on Securi
(CCS) to swap 3 militants for 155
hostages held captive at Kandahar
by the hijackers of the IA Airbus.
The CCS which met here this
morning at the PM’s residence had
okayed the deal hours before the
departure of Mr Jaswant Singh for
Kandahar along with three ultras.
Except for raising the 1As dubi-
ous record of 11 hijacks, all
Ministers are reported to have
agreed with the decision that took
under “trying circumstances.”.

Briefing edgpbs‘g‘ns after the
Cabinet meeting, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pramod Mahajan
insisted that the quid pro quo
reached with the hijackers was
determined by the twin objective
of defending national interest and
the safe return of passengers.

Mr Mahajan denied that there
had been any underhand deal
either with the hijackers or with
the Taliban. He said India expect-
ed the Taliban to try the hijackers
under the law of their land.

“Nobody is happy with the
release of the militants. But we had

very limited options ip~the situa-
tion that we werp“facing,” the
Minister remarked.
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“PM orders
Inquiry mto
hyjack drama-
New Delhi, E{éée%bér :Pl Jahs

PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpavee has ordered an inquiry
into the hijack of the Indian
Airlines plane, Civil Aviation
Minister Sharad Yadav, has said.
“Details of minute-to-minute
developments are being obtained,”
he said in an interview to Zee
News for its ‘Ru-ba-ru’ pro-

gramme. g} {
A press reﬁa&e ism )l the pri-

vate TV network said Ya{lav gave a
clean chit to officials of his min-
istry, Indian Airlines and the crisis
management group in the hijack-
ing episode.

Yadav said he had sent a Joint
Secretary rank official to find out if
there were any lapses by Indian
Airlines officials at Kathmandu
and found they were not at fault
and that he was satisfied with their
performance.

The  Minister said  the
Government was thinking of send-
ing commandos aboard flights
going to sensitive destinations out-
side India and added that “loop-
holes” in the security system would
be removed.

(PTI1)
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/ﬁtey were key players
in reviving militancy

By Vinay Kumar \/\D - \A’kat-uLMujahide\e (‘-IKUM) from

NEW DELH}, DEC. 31. The three hard-
core militants, two Pakistanis and
a Kashmiri, who were exchanged
today to secure the safe release of
154 hostages in the hijacked Indi-
an Airlines plane, were key play-
ers in renewing the militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir and were al-
so behind several cases of kidnap-
pings of foreigners.

While Mohammad Masood Az-
har alias Vali Adam Issa was
lodged at Kot Balwal Jail near
Jammu and Ahmed Umar Saeed
Sheikh was kept in Tihar Jail, the
Kashmiri  militant, Mushtaq
Ahmed Zargar was held at Srina-

gar. _ A IN & 4 !
Thelnti?e éperatiéﬁ'/ to tran?—

port the three militants to Kanda-
har, was marked by secrecy. They
were flown to Kandahar this after-
noon by the External Affairs Min-
ister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, after an
agreement was reached with the
hijackers for the safe return of the
passengers.

Mushtaq Zargar was taken to
Jammu from Srinagar in the early
hours of today, where he was
joined by Mohammad Azhar. The
two were flown to Delhi in a spe-
cial aircraft, sources said. Ahmed
Umar Sheikh was whisked away
from Tihar jail under tight securi-
ty around 1 p.m.

It was Mohammad Azhar, the
main fund-raiser of the Harkat-
ul- Ansar (HUA), whose release
was crucial. A prize catch for the
security agencies, Azhar was a

resident of Bahawalpur in Pakis-
tan and the first secretary general
of HUA. He was responsible for
recruiting and sending regular
batches of Kashmiri youth to Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan for train-
ing in arms and explosives.

Born and brought up in a family
following the Deobandi School of
thought, Azhar received arms
training in Afghanistan in 1989.
He edited and published the
monthly mouthpiece of the Har-
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Karachi. He visited various coun-
tries for collecting' funds for the
HKUM. He went to Nairobi in De-
cember 1993 to enlist support for
HKUM’s demand, asking Pakistan
to withdraw its forces from Soma-
lia, where its troops were a part of
the U.N. forces and were acting as
a ‘shield for U.S. army’ from at-
tacks by ‘Islamic Forces’.

He was instrumental in induct-
ing Sajjad Afghani into Kashmir
through the Indo-Bangladesh
border. Azhar came to Delhi in Ja-
nuary, 1994 via Dhaka on a forged
Portugese passport, to supervise
the merger of the two militant

- outfits — Harkat-Ul-Mujahideen

and Harkat-e-Jihad-e-Islami
(HUH), under a new name of Har-
kat-ul-Ansar.

Ahmed Umar Saeed Sheikh, a
28 year-old Harkat-ul-Ansar mil-
itant, is a British national of Pakis-
tani origin. His brief was to
abduct foreigners, to secure the
release of Mohammad Azhar and
other Harkat leaders lodged in the
Indian jails. He was arrested on
October 31, 1994 and lodged in
Tihar jail.
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By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The biggest
gainer of the eight-day hijacking

! episode, that ended tonight, is the

Taliban. This point stands out in
any assessment of how the vari-
ous parties, either involved di-
rectly or connected indirectly,

i emerged out of it. The advantage
| of Taliban contrasts sharply with
! the credit-and-debit entries in In-
| dia’s account, on the one hand,

and the none-too- happy projec-
tion of Pakistan, on the other. In
New Delhi, there was a tremen-
dous sense of relief over the re-
lease of 139 passengers and crew
members of the unlucky plane
but, at the same time, there was
the painful reelisation that a po-
litical climb-dovin became inevi-
table to achieve tae objective of
undoubted considelable human-
itarian significance. Paxistan does
not conceal its glee over ew Del-
hi’s discomfiture but its propa-
ganda machinery was engaged all
these days in virulent attacks
against India, obviously to coun-
ter the widespread perception of
their involvement in this terrorist
act and to deflect attention from
it. i ;

with great sophistication from the
time the hijacked plane landed at
Kandahar, and' have good reason
to be happy with the end result.
Each one of its moves, gestures
and stances was calculated to
project the best possible image. It
began with the choice of Kanda-
har as the destination of the plane
in Afghanistan. Initially, the hi-
jackers planned to land at Kabul
but that would not have yielded
the desired dividends to the Tali-
ban — for this city conjured up
visions of obscurantism and big-
otry as against Kandahar with its
relaxed, moderate setting, which
is more acceptable to the outside
world. The Taliban Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Wakil Ahmed, along
with other colleagues and func-
tionaries, seemed to have fol-
lowed a carefully-calibrated
strategy with . four distinct ele-
ments. :

One, special care was taken not
to say or do anything that could
be construed even remotely as
signifying sympathy with or sup-
port to the hijackers. On the con-
trary, it sought to detach itself

» N da
The Tali%an %or}ducted %Zgl?

Taliban is the
biggest gainer

from their actions. Two, the Tali-
ban extended full cooperation to
the Indian Government and pro-
vided logistical help, in particular
facilitating contacts between the
negotiating team from New Delhi
and the hijackers. Three, it en-
sured against any harm to the
hostages during the period the
plane was on Afghan soil (poor
Rippan Katyal had been done to
death at an earlier stage — and his
body was taken out of the plane at
Dubai). Four, it did not involve it-
self in the negotiations between
the Indian officials and hijackers
but, nonetheless, influenced the
course of what from all accounts
was a bumpy interaction.

Think of the images Taliban
projected eight days ago and now.
In the first case, its lot was unen-
viable, howsoever viewed. Be-
cause of its conduct during the
fighting for the control of Kabul
and the rest of the country and
afterwards, it came out as a me-
dieval force, disdainful of modern
ideas of tolerance, equity, of gen-
der equality, putting the narrow-
est, even uncalled for
interpretations on the tenets of Is-
lam, The Taliban authorities were
recognised by only three coun-
tries — Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and UAE — while the rest of the
world regarded the Rabbani Gov-
ernment as the lawful authority
even though it controlled some 10
per cent of the territory. India was
amongst those countries which
chose not to deal with it and, be-
cause of the suspicion of its in-
volvement in the Kashmir
violence, used to single it out,
while drawing world attention to
the urgency of combating trans-
national terrorism. Recently, the
Taliban authorities were subject-
ed to U.N. sanctions, in the wake
of the U.S. embargo. For all prac-
tical purposes, they were interna-
tional outlaws.

All that is changed now. De-
spite non-recognition, New Delhi
has been dealing with the Taliban
representatives this week. Diplo-
mats belonging to the countries,
the nationals of which were
among the hostages, went to Kan-
dahar, the media teams from all
over the world descended on the
city, primarily for covering the hi-
jack episode but, in the process,
focussing on the Taliban leaders
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and their activities, as they put
their best foot forward. This wide-
spread publicity — mostly posi-
tive — is certain to have a political
and diplomatic spin-off, helping
the Taliban to acquire legitimacy,
even respectability, and, thus, en-
abling it to integrate with the
global mainstream. The electron-
ic media teams do not seem to
have got even a single soundbite,
projecting it as a bigoted force.

And yet the Taliban has not ex-
posed itself to the charge — by
Pakistan, the ISI or others in that
category — that it let down the
cause represented by the hijack-
ers. This was evident from its con-
duct after the hijackers made
known the first list of demands.
The Taliban prevailed upon them
to give up two ‘“‘un-Islamic”
items, namely, cash transfer of $
200 million and the handing over
of the body of a dead terrorist.
The Taliban might have played a
role in persuading the hijackers to
scale down the third demand —
for the release of 36 persons —
but, obviously, did not seem to
have opposed the idea of a “‘ges-
ture” by India. By implication, the
Taliban did not regard the use of
hijacking as an instrument to
serve whatever cause the hijack-
ers sought to pursue. But that has
not attracted attention, and it has
got away with this negative impli-
cation.

The Taliban has succeeded in
acquiring a diplomatic space
which would be of considerable
use to it. On its part, India will
find it hard not to rethink its
stand. Going by the experience of
the last three or four days, there is
the danger of analysts, both offi-
cial and non-official, resorting to
the facile assumption that the Ta-
liban would be making a debut as
a force, independent of Pakistan.
As a matter of fact, its move to
forge new ties will be an extension
of the process, that did not go be-
yond its recognition by just three
countries, including its creator,
Pakistan.

To say this is not to suggest that
Kabul, for all time to come, will
accept the status of subservience
to an outside power. That is the
message conveyed by the conduct
of this independence-loving na- |
tion. This, however, is not the im- !
mediate prospect. i
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HT Correspondent

New Delhi, December 31

SEVERAL HOSTAGES on arriving in Delhi said
that the hijackers got more weapons when the plane
reached Kandahar.

Mr Chander Prakash Chabbara, one of the
released hostages, told the Hindustan Times : "
When the plane reached Amritsar the hijackers
were only armed with pistols, knives and one
grenade. But when the plane was in Kandahar sud-
denly the hijackers got more pistols and grenades. I
saw one of the hijackers carrying a large number of
grenades, " Mr Chabbara pointed out.

He said that even though the men were blindfold-
ed on several ocassions, he could see that the hijack-
ers had become more armed when the plane was in
Kandahar. Asked where the hostages got these
weapons from, Mr Chabbara said : I have no idea.
But they had more grenades and pistols when the
plane reached Kandahar."

Another released hostage, Prashant Kandwhalkar,
also confirmed bt the hijackers got more weapons

when the plane reghe

“Gang got arms in Kandahar’ |

andahar A visibly tired !

and shaken Kandwalkar said : " Til the plane was in -

Amritsar I saw that one of the hijackers was carry-

ing a pistol. Another one had knives. But after the -

plane reached Kandahar the hijackers got more gre-
anades. "

Prashant Kandwalkar, who is based in Bomaby,
had gone to Kathmandu on a business trip. His
entire family was at the airport to receive him.

Asked if the hijackers were treating them well, Mr
Chabbara said : " They were not really harsh. But
they started theatening us whenever the Indian
Government would refuse to accept their demands.”

He said that the hijackers were speaking in fluent
Hindi. " However, I could not see their faces since
they were covered. Moreover, whenever the hijack-
ers would get upset they would insist that we cover
our eyes with blind-folds, " he added.

On the food which was being given to them,
Chabbra said : " We were just given half an or;

tarian food still they would give
orange three times a day, " he a

N\ 7
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Week-long hijack”
ordeal ends |

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31 The week-long
hostage crisis ended today when
the Vajpayee Government agreed
to release (at teast) three hardcore
“Kashmiri” terrorists in exchange
for the freedom of 155 Indian pas-
sengers and the crew members of
the hijacked Indian Airlines air-
craft. All the hostages returned
home Iate tonight from Kandahar
to freedom and the new millenni-
um — and, to an emotional re-
union with their loved ones at the
Palam airport.

Speaking to the nation on the
eve of the new century, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee explained that the govern-
ment was guided by two
concerns: ‘‘ the safety of the pas-

sengers and the crew, and the
long-term, overall interests bf our
country.”

The first indication of a break-
through in the crisis came this
morning when it was known that
Mr. Jaswant Singh, India’s For-
eign Minister, would be flying to
Kandahar. It was put out that the
Foreign Minister was travelling to
Kandahar to add authority to the
negotiations with the hijackers.
Later it was revealed that the For-
eign Minister was taking with him
three militants, whose release was
at the core of the hijackers’ de-
mand from the very beginning.

Before the fact of the Foreign
Minister travelling with the three
terrorists became known, there
was a note of congratulation in
the officials’ voice. It was made
out that a ‘“deal” had been
clinched yesterday itself, and that
the Prime Minister had briefed
the President, Mr. K. R. Naraya-
nan on the contours of the emerg-
ing breakthrough. Obviously
logistical loose ends needed to be
tied up before Mr. Jaswant Singh
could fly to Kandahar with the
militants.

Soon thereafter major interna-
tional television networks were
telecasting images of the five
masked hijackers walking up to
the car in which sat the Foreign
Minister and the three released
terrorists. As soon as Mr. Jaswant
Singh’s plane left for Kandahar,
the “agreement” was made pub-
lic by Mr. Brijesh Mishra, the

Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. Mr. Mishra told news-
men that ‘“there has been an
agreement to release all the hos-
tages in exchange for the three
militants.”

The three released terrorists are
Maulana Masood Azhar (who was
in a Jammu jail), Mustaq Ahmed
Zarger, (who was in Srinagar and
was brought to Jammu and flown
to New Delhi along with the Mau-
lana) and the third, Ahmed Omar
Sayeed Sheikh who was lodged in
the Tihar Jail here.

However, it was far from certain
whether there was a “hidden”
sub-script to the release drama;
there are indications that New
Delhi could release a few other
terrorists at a later date. Nonethe-
less, Mr. Brijesh Mishra insisted
that there were no hidden con-
cessions. Mr. Mishra, who is also
the National Security Adviser, ar-
gued that the hijackers had “ex-
cessive demands” but “we were
able to whittle it down.”

Mr. Mishra was not very forth-
coming on the fate of the hijack-
ers, and merely noted that ““the
Taliban authorities will decide.
They can deal with the hijackers
according to their law.” However,
later Mr. Jaswant Singh told a
press conference in Kandahatr, in
the presence of Taliban’s Foreign
Minister, Mr. Wakil Ahmad Muta-
wakel that the hijackers would not
get asylum in Afghanistan and
had been given 10 hours to leave
the country. Mr. Jaswant Singh in-

Hostages swapped for

three militants

voked the assurance of the Tali-
ban Foreign Minister. ‘‘His
excellency has assured me the

criminals will pet receive any asy-

lum in Afghanistan and they have
10 hours within which to go wher-
ever they have to go,” added Mr.
Singh.

The Home Ministry and other
officials associated with the fight
against insurgency in Jammu and
Kashmir were inclined to believe
that the release of the three ter-

| Hijackers kill
colleague
R, OC. 31, Hijackers of
mdian ~ Airlines  plane,
lled one of their
 during the week-long dramih,
 diplomats quoted freed pas-
 géngers as saying today. They
 did not know exactly when the
 hijacker was killed or why but |
his body was found in the :
it . — Reuters ;

B

rorists would set them back by
years.

A meeting of the Union Cabinet
was called in the evening, and the
ministers were briefed on the lat-
est developments. Later the Prime
Minister also briefed the available
leaders of the Opposition parties
about the deal with the hijackers.
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GREAT RELIEF BUT A HEAVY PRICE

'/\ .

O\
THEE:(; IS A widgspread sense of relief and rejoicing that there is
finally a safe homecoming for the some 150 Indian citizens and the
several foreign nationals who were trapped in a gruesome seven-
day ordeal aboard the Indian Airlines flight hijacked last Friday en
route from Kathmandu to New Delhi. By all accounts, the night-
mare on board the hijacked Flight 1C-814 was one of the most
traumatic experiences faced in plane hijacks in the recent past. The
cold-blooded murder of a young man, Rupin Katyal, returning from
a honeymoon in Nepal, whose only mistake was apparently to
glance up at his captors and was consequently viciously stabbed,
places this particular hijacking in the category of the most brutal
kind. The other passengers who apparently sat traumatised and
terrified in their seats through the grim week, did not have it any
easier. Blindfolded initially and asked to look downwards most of
the time, they were starved of food for a full 24 hours at one point
because of the hijackers’ pique. It was clear that the group of de-
ranged desperados who showed very little compassion even for the
children who were trapped aboard and who did not waver even for
a second from their emphatic demand for the release of a bunch of
terrorists jailed in India, had planned their chilling strategy down to
the last detail.

The deal that the Government was finally forced to agree to —
the release of the Harkat-ul-Mujahadeen cleric, Maulana Masood
Azhar, two other militants, Ahmed Omar Sheikh and Mushtaq Zar-
gar — which came after five days of hard negotiations in Kandahar
between Indian negotiators, the Taliban regime and the hijackers is
certainly a bitter pill for the country to swallow, Yet it was a Hob-
son’s choice, given the fact that more than a hundred innocent lives
were at stake and could not on any account be traded in for the
continued captivity of a few militants, however dreaded they were
and however ominous their release was in terms of the impact it
. would have on the battle against cross-border terrorism in Kashmir.
As the chilling story of the last seven days reveals, the country had a
gun pointed at its head by a group of criminals. The hijackers
managed to browbeat the Government of India, virtually spiriting
the aircraft away from Amritsar where it had landed for at least a full
40 minutes, adroitly avoiding any stalling action at Lahore or Dubai
and finally forcing the plane to land in Kandahar, the stronghold of
the Taliban, thus virtually placing more than a hundred Indian lives
at the mercy of a fundamentalist regime that has no diplomatic
relations with India.

In retrospect, without taking away from the wholesomeness of
the happiness that is attendant in the liberation of these trauma-
tised hostages, the painful reality is that the Government’s strategy
and tactics in this period demonstrably foundered. It does appear
that the Government’s inability to rescue the hostages without in-
viting this costly trade-off, even as the hijackers are apparently
walking off scotfree into the welcoming arms of their Taliban hosts,
has extracted a heavy political cost and could damage India’s pres-
tige internationally. At every stage in this sordid affair, the Govern-
ment seems to have squandered some crucial bargaining space and
time, while investing far too much hope in the Taliban's professions
of good faith. To briefly recount here the points at which it was clear
that the Government’s options narrowed sharply: the first fatal
blun"gr was the failure to-utilise the hijackers forced landifig at

N\

Amritsar, after being denied permission to land in Lahore. Ther€
was no attempt to storm the plane or at least stall its take-off by
engaging the hijackers in some sort of tactically-dictated parleys.
Thus the country’s vulnerability to this criminal operation and its
strategic implications, intensified to the point that it no longer had
control over its own decisions in respect of the hijacking, when the
hijackers triumphantly took the plane out of Indian skies to un-
friendlier destinations. The second mistake was the failure to per-
suade authorities at Dubai to try to stall the aircraft’s departure by
rushing a negotiating team there. The third and fatal flaw in the
Government’s strategic response manifested in the approach to the
negotiations in Kandahar.

The strong connections between the Afghan fundamentalist
militia represented in the Taliban regime and the Islamic funda-
mentalist terrorist groups operating with considerable assistance
from Pakistan, have been established and therefore should not have
been underestimated. It is also well known that the dangerous
dimensions acquired by the insurgency in the Kashmir Valley were
the consequence of the infiltration across the border of hardcore
mercenaries and militants with strong Afghan connections. Thus
when the aircraft landed in Kandahar on Saturday morning after its
hijacking, the Government was obviously nonplussed. Yet two crit-
ical days were wasted in pondering over the diplomatic implica-
tions of what was an unavoidable engagement with the Taliban
regime. The public anger that erupted in this country at the delay in
bringing the nightmare to an end, particularly fuelled by the agony
of the relatives of the hostage passengers, was a result of the percep-
tion that the Government was more concerned with the implica-
tions of the negotiations for India’s diplomacy. The negotiations
began only on Monday, three days after the passengers had begun
their nightmarish ordeal.

Another worrying indication that the Government did not seem
to have a credible strategy to deal with this situation was that there
was no evidence of a persistent effort to persuade the Taliban to
allow a commando operation to free the hostages. In hindsight, it
would seem that too much faith was placed in the Taliban which
ultimately proved to be conniving with the hijackers to step up the
pressure on India to place the release of the terrorists as the cen- '
trepiece of any negotiation. If indeed the Taliban was a responsible
state with respect for international law, it should have unhesitating-
ly supported an Indian action to storm the plane. Since that was not
on the cards, the Government was left with no other option but to
surrender to the hijackers’ demands. |

Amid the rejoicing, the Government and the people of India
will have to absorb the sober implications and consequences of this
horrendous event. First, there can be no question of “rewarding”
the Taliban for its double-dealing in Kandahar. The hijackers and
the freed terrorists have now melted into the crowd of nameless and
faceless militants who wander about the Afghan countryside. Sec-
ond, the military and police operations to hunt down terrorists in
the Kashmir Valley would have to be intensified in the wake of the
release of Maulana Azhar and his companions. But most important,
the formulation of a long-term strategy to deal with militancy in the
Valley, including a recognition of the need for a political approach |
to the aspirations of the ¥ ashmiris, is an urgent necessity. }

{
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_Hijack ‘episode’, a call

W0 y
By Our Special Jk(lr't/awmulem

NI BILN, B0, 31. While there
were welcome signs of relief
over the end to the eight-day-
long hijfack drama and safe
return of hostages to the
Capital tonight, security
experts felt the “‘episode”
setved as a wake-up call to
india to embark upon a total
rethinking in its strategy
towards tackling terrorism and
plugging loopholes in the
country’s security management
system.

The former Director-General
of Police, Punjab, Mr. K.P.S,
Gill, who had successfully
handled a hijack, described the
release of three hardcore
milivants as a “setback” in the
fight against terrorism.

Without going into specific
detalls, Mr. Giil told The
Hinduthat there was an urgent
Weategy on ek il

c an
and terrorism. Mr.gGill wxisCy
Armly opposed to the idea of
sccepting the hijackers’
demand for the release of
Maulana Azhar and other
militants but said there could

e “‘no hard and fast rules’ in
a human situation.

9 toC\beef up

In the opinion of the \ \
“supercop’’, options had
closed after the Indian Airlines
plane had taken off from
Amritsar airport and parked
itself in Kandahar in
Afghanistan. .

Describing the agreement
with the hijackers as “best of
the bad bargain”, Mr. T.V.
Rajeshwar, a former chief of
the Intelligence Bureau and a
former Governor, said that
exchanges of this type had
taken place in West Asia and
Europe.

However, he cautioned that
the hijack episode had given
some very important long-term
lessons to India on security
management. In his view,
security at various levels was
often lax and implementations
of various drills remained on
paper.

Mr. Rajeshwar said that
security at airports and vitai
installations should be
tightened and in hijack-prone
sectors security check should
be introduced just before
passengers embark the aircraft.

Referring to the release of
the militants in exchange of
safe return of hostages, he said
it was sure to boost morale of
militants in Jammu and
Kashmir,

III’“YMNW,;;

Mr. Rajeshwar said that
India could not do much
under the present
circumstances as the hijacked
plane was taken to Kandahar.
He said that Taliban
administration in Afghanistan
should book the hijackers for
the crimes committed by them
but added that he would not
be surprised If the hijackers
and the freed militants were
allowed to go to Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Union Home
Ministry tonight advised all the
State Governments to observe
“perfect security drill” at all
domestic and international
al;forts. According to the
official spokesman of the
Ministry, the States have been
asked to tighten the security
network in the civil aviation
sector as subversive groups
may try to take advantage of
“secutity loopholes.”

The Home Ministry has also
advised the States to heighten
vigil in busy urban areas and
keep an eye on all situations
that can cause serious law and
order problems. States have
been advised to keep a special
watch on vital installations,
market places, important
hotels and other venues where
new yeat celebrations are
taking place.
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Hijac

SEEMA MUSTAFA

£ 15 a new year. And a

new  century. But for

India the focus shifted

away from the millenni-
um celebrations to the plight
of the passengers on board
Indian Airtines tlight 1C-814
from Kathmundu o Defhi.
Eight days of abject terror
with the fate ol the passengers
stith uncertatn, while the gov-
ernment at Dethi grapples ver-
bally with the hijackers and
the Taliban in a bizarre twist
of diplomacy at the end of 2
century.

The Indian state was fust
asleep when the thight was
hijacked over Lucknow. It
remained asteep when the an-
craft forcelanded at Amritsar
because of shortage of fuel. It
stirred slightly when the plane
tanded at Labore witdy the for-
eign oflice swinging nto tie
familiar mode  of  Pakistan
bashing a5 a purely reflex
action. I took 48 hours Tor the
ludian government o recog-
nise the sericusness of the
hijacking but by that trme the
flight was in Taliban tervitors,
impervious o internationat
pressure wnd he micetes of
diplomucy.

The flight should have beet
stopped al Anwritsar and not
attowed 1o rake o1 The gov-
ernment had a vood twe hours
in which toact. The hijacking
took place over Lucknow ¢iv-
ing at feast 75 niaaies Hhving
time for the wreradt 1o reach
Amritsar, TC was 1 Anriisa
for anotheor 47 wmaes The
detence ~oroe o hondd boave
heen pree R T R T
commandos sent up to oscort
the plane and the runway a
Amritsar blocked to preven
the hijacked plane tram taking
oftf. And immediate negotia-
tions should have begun with
the hijackers.

Nothing was  done. The
flight landed in Amritsar and
took off for Lahore before the
crisis had cven registered on
Prime Minister Atal Behan
Vajpayee. Of course. now his
men are tmaking out that he
was not informed about the
hijacking as he was on the
flight back from Pama and
incommunicado like ordinary
passengers. Rcason  enough
tor heads to roll and the Prime
Minister to tender his resigna-
tion for not having the neces-
sary control over his govern-
ment which can keep events
as grave as the hijacking hid-
den from him for a full ~40
minutes’™ as the disinforma-
tion campaign suggests.

The complete tncompetence
of the government to manage
a crisis has been exposed by
the hijacking. After all, the
preparedness of o country is

eopohtlcs

judged during a crisis and not
in peace time and the govern-
ment of India was found to be
completely wanting on this
front.

The cabinet was called only
48 hours after the hijacking.
The crisis management group
that was formed is still in total
disarray. The defence chiels
were nol even consulted until
alter they had formally lodged

The flight should

have been stopped at
Amritsar and not
allowed to take off.
The government had a
good two hours in
which to act. The
hijacking rook place
OVEr I ULI\H()\\ ”l\ln“
75 minutes flying time
for the aircraft to
reach Amrirsar. It was
in Amritsar for
another 47 minutes.
The defence services
should have been
pressed wito service,
the commandos sent
up to escort the plane
and the runway at
Amritsar blocked

their protest with the Prime

Minister.  Defence minister
George  Fernandes  did  not

view the hijacking as reason
cnough to cut short his visit to
the Northeast, and returned
only after he was asked to by
the Prime Minister three days
alter the hijacking had taken
place.

And as if all this was not
enough, the Indian negotiating
wam that has been sent to
Kandahar is not senior enough
to take any decision without

referring it back to Dethi. It is
not clear why a secretary level
team was not despatched, and
what  was the calcalation
behind the government’s deci-
sion to keep the composition
at the joint secretary. level.
Not a single defence officer
was included in the team
although now Jaswant Singh
has decided 10 speak directly
to the Taliban and by the time
this appears in print he should
be in Kandahar., @

In the midst of it all the gov-

ernment’s well-oiled disinfor-

mation service has  started
operating. The firstitem on its
agenda was to clear the Prime
Minister or his office ol any
blame insofur as the Amritsay
Hasco is concerned. The sec-
ond iten was to newtralise the
angry reflatives of the hijacked
pussengers by bringing in rel-
aives of the Kargil martyes in
i orather confrontaion
oraanised by the minesan s of
defence and external aftairs.
And significantly. the third
item is to mix the entire
Islamic terrorism package in a
Mustim mix with a former
diplomat actually coming on
television at the initial stage
of the hijacking to ask the
Indian Muslims to appeal to
Pakistan ete. for the refease of
the passengers. He did not
stop to ask: what has the Indi-
an Muslim to do with Pakistan
or for that matter the terrorists

CEASS

operating in this region? For if

he had, and had the honesty to
recognise the legitimacy of
the reply, he would have had
to admit that the Islamic ter-
rorist is as alien to the Indian
Muslim as he is to the lndian
Hindu, Christian, Buddhist,
Jain. Parsi, among others. And
that this dangerous nexus
based on nothing but a com-
mon religion, is being drawn
by fanatical groups who have
unleashed a propaganda in
mouthpieces like the Organis-
er and the Panchjanva, which
is intended to have dangerous
repercussions for India.

The immediate task before

ked plane changes
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the government, at present, is
to secure the safe release of
the passengers. The hijackers
have refused to make any con-
cessions throughout the nego-
tiations  with not a single
woman or child being released
after the initial gesture at
Dubai,  despite  repeated
requests from the negotiators.
The hijackers dropped their
demands for money and the
return of a slain terrorist’s
cotfin after the Taliban Shura
criticised these as being un-
Islamic. The Tuliban has not
criticised the third demand for
the release of 33 terrorists
imprisoned in  Indian  Jails.
some of whom are Afghan
nationals and many ol them

have  been  trained  in
Atghunistan.
The talks presumably are

revolving around this remain-
ing demand with no break-
through in sight. The Vajpas -
coocovernment has decrdad 1o
doncede the demand after the
niegotiating team was unable
to persuade the hijackers to
drop this altogether. The
release of even one terrorist
will have very damaging con-
sequences and this has been
pointed out to the Prime Min-
ister by the defence chiefs,
amongst others.

inister  of external
affairs Jaswant Singh
has given a clean chit
to the Taliban insofar as coop-
eration with India is con-
cerned, as he has to consider
the fact that India is now
entirely dependent on Taliban
hospitality. But there is need
to step up the efforts to estab-
lish a higher level of diplo-
matic rapport so that the Tal-
iban can be persuaded to
intervene to facilitate the
release of the passengers.
India is still hesitant on this
front but the government will
have to take a quick decision
as time is running out. The
decision, of course, will cen-
tre around a paradox: will eat-
ing crow bring about the end

results that India wants, or
will it be left in the unhappy
position of giving in to the
Taliban and losing its sell
esteem and long held stand
against (errorism per se.

It is no secret that the Tal-
iban is reveling in its new
found glory. And the fact is
that openly hostile govern-
nents  like  India have to
recognise its existence now. It

] he Taliban is a
creation of the US and
Pakistan. The
proverbial
Frankenstein that is
ready to eat its
masters. It came mro
existence on the
ideology of terrorism
and is a lawless body
which does not
recognise any law but
1ts own,

It tries to draw its
sanctity from religious
extremism, and now
that it has the run of
most of Afghanistan it
is keen for
international
recognition
obviously wants this recogni-
tion to become more official
and will not step in until it is
given some assurances. The
very thought makes govern-
ment officials here nauseous,
but then the alternative very
cleverly established, concerns

the lives of the passengers.
The Taliban is a creation of
the US and Pakistan. The
proverbial Frankenstein that is
ready to eat its masters. It

came into existence on the
ideology of terrorism, and is a

lawless body which does not
recognise any law but its own.
It tries to draw its sanctity
from religious extremism, and
now that 1t has the run of most
ol Afghanistan it is keen for
international recognition
which has not been openly
forthcoming.

ndia, through the hijack-

ing. is now faced with

choices that are odious but
have been made necessary by
circumstances. The hijackers
have not put forward a single
request for their safe passage,
leading to the assumption that
they are assured of this by the
Taliban. The hijackers are
supposed to be members of
the Harkat-ul-Ansar, a terror-
st outfit banned by the US
after it claimed responsibility
for the kidnapping and murder
of western tourists in 1994,
The Harkat is known as the
Pakistani Taliban as it shares
its ideology, cadres. mentors
and training camps with the
Taliban. The ounly difference
is  that the Taliban s
Afghanistan-centric while the
Harkat brand of terrorism
concentrates on Kashmir.

The Taliban has openly
refused to allow any comman-
do operation against the
hijackers from its territory. It
is ¢lear from their shared his-
tors that the Taliban. while
not necessarily endorsing the
hijacking. cannot allow any
military operation against the
Harkat terrorists as all these
outfits ure on the same side of
the terrorist spectrum.

Latest reports suggest that
the Vujpayee government,
despite its brave assertions to
the contrary, is actually nego-
tiating the release of some of
the 30 terrorists as demunded
by the hijackers. And that
Jaswant Singh has flown to
Kandahar to just formalise the
deal. Obviously, all options
had run out for the Vajpayee
government. to o either con-
vinee the hijackers o surren-
der or allow o commando
apcratien of any Kind.

Fho acicase of the terrorisis
has been agreed to, il initial
reports are true. despite the
detence chigfs” strong objec-
tions (o this(The decision will
fuel terrorism in the region,
besides destroying the morale
of the security forces engaged
for long in counter insurgency
operations in and  ground
Jammu and Kashmir.) They
have lost hundreds of good
men in the process and cannot
be ecapected  to  respond
favourably to a deal which can
only encourage terrorism and
lower the spirit of the soldiers
who will be the ones to pay
with their lives for the govern-
ment’s failure on this front.

It is the classic Catch 22 sit-

uation with stakes that can
bring  about far reaching

changes in the polity, of not
just India. but the region. It is
not a simple hijacking. It is a
hijacking o change all exist-
ing political equations, with
the hostages probably being
the only innocents in the gru-
elling und nerve racking
drama that is unfolding itself
very gradually but very sys-

tematically. /
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o Govt.

By Our Special Correspondent ’)\.\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 1. The knives were out for the
Vajpayee Government today for its handling of
the hijack crisis, with the Left parties accusing
it of bungling and then attempting a “cover-
up.” The Government, they said, must take
the responsibility for letting the crisis spin out
of control and narrowing down its options to a
point where it was left with few choices.

They hastened to clarify that their criticism
did not imply that the lives of 160-0dd people
should have been put to risk, but was directed
against the way the situation was handled,
starting with the goof-up in Amritsar and cul-
minating into relying “toc much” on the Tali-
ban and their expression of good intentions.
Not enough was done to mobilise internation-
al opinion against the hijackers, and their
sponsors.

The CPI{M) demanded a “high-level inde-
pendent inquiry” to “uncover all facts” and fix
responsibility for the “blunder.” The Govern-
ment tried to suppress facts even after a deci-
sion had been taken to release the militants in
exchange for hostages. The ‘‘overall interests”
of the nation had been “ignored” while releas-

has bungled: Left

ing the militants, the party said. The party’s
general secretary, Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
said the Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, called him up in Calcutta at about 2
p.m. on Friday to invite him for an all-party
meeting, but did not say a word about the
“deal” though by then the Foreign Minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, was already on his way to
Kandahar with the released militants.

On the contrary, the Prime Minister told
him that Mr Jaswant Singh was going there to
negotiate the release of hostages. “When I told
him that the Government should try to bring
international pressure on the Taliban and hi-
jackers he said that’s why the Foreign Minister
was going to Kandahar. One hour later I learnt
that he was going there with the militants as
part of an agreement,”’ Mr Surjeet said.

He charged that even at that late stage a
“cover-up”’ was going on, and the Prime Min-
ister himself was guilty of "hiding facts.” He
also questioned the decision to call an all- par-
ty meeting after the Government had taken a
decision at the back of the Oppasition. *“What
was the idea of calling a meeting then?,” he
asked.
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Calling the decision a “big betrayal of the
cause of Kashmir”, Mr Surjeet said that the
release of militants would have a debilitating
effect on the security environment in Kashmir
and undo the efforts that were on to curb mil-
itancy in the State.

The CPI general secretary, Mr A.B.Bardhan,
said the Government could not simply shrug
off the “bungling” at Amritsar after which the
situation really got out of hand. “The Govern-
ment landed itself into a situation in which it
had to the yield to the hijackers’ demand for
the release of some of the most notorious ter-
rorists,” he said.

It was“strange”’, he pointed out, Mr Jaswant
Singh personally travelled with the militants.
“What kind of signal does this send out?,” he
asked. Mr Bardhan said he hoped that the
Government would take a close look at the
security environment and ensure that this sort
of incident did not occur again.

The CPI{M-L) general secretary, Mr Dipan-
kar Bhattacharya, expressed satisfaction over
the release of the hostages, but charged the
Vajpayee Government with “callousness” in
“not taking the initiative at Amritsar.”



*  Quetta-bou

By Amit Baruah

. 1. The five unidentified hijackers
along with thethree released militants, Masood Az-
har, Mushtaq AAmed Zargar and Ahmad Umar, left
for Quetta (Pakistan) from Kandahar last evening,
the Taliban Information Minister, Mr. Abdul Hai
Mutmaen, was quoted as saying by the Jang newspa-
per today.

The report came as informed sources confirmed
that the “Taliban hostage” taken by the hijackers
while making their getaway had been freed. The
identity of the hostage is not known.

The sources also suggest that the deal to allow the
hijackers a 10-hour time-frame to get away was
agreed to by the Government of India, the Taliban,
the Western nations who had citizens on board the
hijacked aircraft as well as the U.N. representative at
the Kandahar airport.

The U.N. Coordinator for Afghanistan, Mr. Eric de
Mul, today did not confirm a news agency report
that the body of a hijacker, who was apparently
killed by his colleagues, was found in the cockpit of
the hijacked aircraft.

“No, I cannot confirm that (report of the body
being found). That’s a rumour I think. Nobody saw
that,” Mr. de Mul told the two Pakistan-based Indi-
an correspondents at the Islamabad airport upon
arrival from Kandahar.

Asked if he was aware of what had been done with
the released militants and the hostages, the U.N.
official said they were given 10 hours to leave Af-
ghanistan (a deadline which expired at 4 a.m. this

morning).

To a question if he believed that the Taliban’s

-~ Hijackers, militants

nd: Taliban

image had been enhanced by the fact that the hos-
tages had been allowed to go scot-free, Mr. de Mul
replied: “I think the Taliban’s image has been en-
hanced because they have done a good job, they
have been cooperative and helpful in solving the
(hijacking) problem.”

Given the fact that the Taliban Information Minis-
ter and official spokesman has told a Pakistani news-
paper that the hijackers and released militants have
crossed into India, it is clear that Pakistan was their
ultimate destination. In a related development, Al-
lah Buksh Sabir, the father of Masood Azhar, was
quoted as telling The News from Bahawalpur that
Masood would return to Pakistan.

“My son has not committed any crime in Pakistan
and he will come back. We cannot go anywhere else.
This is our soil, we have to return here no matter
where we go...I am a satisfied man. My son is not a
terrorist. I do not need a certificate from anyone, My
son never talked against Pakistan, against the Kash-
mir movement during his six years in jail," Sabir was
quoted as saying.

For the past one week, Pakistani spokesmen have
repeatedly made the charge that the hijacking was a
“stage- managed affair”” and India was not bothered
about the safety and security of its nationals.

Today, all those charges have fallen flat on their
face after New Delhi released the militants in ex-
change for the hostages. The statements’ validity has
disappeared and the propaganda effort has come to
a naught. Clearly, the effort was to pin the blame on
the Indian intelligence agency, RAW, only to deflect
attention from a possible Pakistani role in the hi-
jacking affair.
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_—At the Taliban’s

Once the hijackers took
the plane to Kandahar
and landed among the
“friendlies” of the
Taliban heartland,
India’s options were
severely reduced,
says C. RAJA MOHAN.

he unpardonable incoherence

in its immediate response to

the hijacking of IC 814 and the

inordinate delays in decision-
making thereafter severely constricted
India’s options in ending the hostage
crisis on its own terms. 7).

At the mercy of the Taliban i Kgnda—
har, India was ultimately reduced 1o
bargaining with the hijackersfon their
demands and eventually trad g three
hardcore militants for the freedom of
the hostages.

Three major blunders at’the begin-
ning forced India into the unenviable
position of being helpless against a set
of brutaf hijackers, who had the advan-
tage of being in a country that serves as
a home base for international terrorism
and in constant contact with their pa-
trons in Pakistan.

The first failure was in taking preven-
tive action against terrorism. The big-
gest weapon of any terrorist group is its
ability to choose the time and
place of an attack. Despite be-
ing a major victim of terrorism
over the last two decades, India
seemed unwilling to or incapa-
ble of maintaining a continuous
vigil against terrorism.

For nearly a month before the
hijacking of IC 814 took place,
the Clinton Administration had
been putting out public warn-
ings against the possibility of a
spectacular terrorist strike at
the turn of the millennium,

But in a typical fashion India
failed 1o get its system geared
up against this threat. If India
had taken even the most ele-
mentary precaution, the week-
long misery of the hostages as
well as the humiliation of bar-
gaining with the terrorists could
have been avoided.

The second failure was in the

inability to respond rapidly to the hi-
jacking of IC 814 and the terrible blun-
der of letting the aircraft fly out of
Amritsar. As in the early phases of the
Kargil conflict and the reaction to the
super cyclone that hit Orissa, so in Am-
ritsar the Indian bureaucracy could not
get its act together in a crisis and as a
consequence the country had to pay a
: heavy price.

Though the passenger aircraft stayed
at Amritsar airport for nearly an hour,
standard procedures for hijacking con-
tingencies were ignored and a para-
lysed systemn allowed the aircraft to take
off. That was the moment when India

9-D é ¥ {10ini Dhe External Affairs Minister,

lost control of the hostage crisis and
could never regain it.

There was brief moment of hope
when the aircraft landed at a military
airbase in the United Arab Emirates.
Quick decisions then could perhaps
have ensured that the crisis would be
played out in a country that is part of
the civilised world and friendly to India.

The Afghan Foreign Minister, Mr. Wakil Ahmed Muttawa-
kil, briefs the press in Kandahar... pressure tactics.

If India had come up with reasonable
ideas then, the hijackers’ bluff could
have been called. But India did not.

Once the hijackers took the plane to
Kandahar and landed among the
“friendlies” of the Taliban heartland,
India’s options were severely reduced.
For India the terrain was hostile and the
choices were few.

India apparently did consider a mil-
itary option of storming the aircraft.
That could have been a very costly one
in terms of the lives lost. If ever there
was a window for such an exercise, it
was rather brief. The Taliban quickly
ensured that India would not dare
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- 7 JAN 20D

Mr. Jaswant Singh, being congratulated on
arrival in New Delhi on Friday... success at what cost?

storm the aircraft.

Given the state of the isolation of Af-
ghanistan there was very little that the
international community could do in
pressuring the Taliban. There was talk
for a while by the Russians of convening
a meeting of the Security Council, but
India had its usual but often needless
apprehensions about an “internation-
alisation” of the Kashmir dis-
pute and was reluctant 10 get
the Security Council activated.

With no diplomatic relations
or even contacts with the Tali-
ban, and having recently con-
ducted a serious international
campaign against its support
for international terrorism, In-
dia was on a weak wicket deal-
ing with the mullahs' of
Kandahar.

The initial positive state-
ments of the Taliban and its as-
surances that it will prevent
any harm to the hostages
raised expectations in India
that the Taliban leadership
would, for some political gains
from New Delhi, force the hi-
jackers into an unconditional
release of the hostages.’ But
these hopes turned out to be
self-delusion on India’s part.

All that the Taliban did by sounding
positive on the safety of the passengers
was to step up the pressure on India to
bargain with the hostages.

As India played for time, the Taliban
put up a deadline for the resolution of
the crisis. There was no longer the polit-
ical will in New Delhi to call the bluff of
the Taliban. And all that was left was to
deliver three hard-core terrorists and
get the passengers back.

If the Government it does not initiate
comprehensive reforms in the security
sector, India will become even more
vulnerable to terrorist threats in the fu-
ture.
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wered questions

where did they go? For Pakistan, there |

raised more questions than

there are answers for. With

the hijackers being allowed
sale passage to wherever they might
want to go as part of the deal with
the Taliban, it has been ensured that
the full story mayv never emerge.

The Taliban, after projecting itself
as an “honest broker” in the hijacking
episode, has lost out. The militia did
do an excellent job in looking after
the passengers while the aircraft was
stationed at the Kandahar airport for
a full week: but its handling of the
situation Ieft much to be desired. Yes,
it helped in freeing the passengers,
but on its terms and conditions..

Why did the Taliban let the
hijackers oft? If their action was un-
Islamic, why were the hijackers not
made 1o stand trial in a Taliban court
of law? Given the fact that the
hijackers murdered a passenger {and
one of their colleagues as well), why
did the Taliban not take action
agamst these terrorists?

For all their “espousal” of the
Kashmiri cause, the hijackers did not
once speak 1o the international media
corps that had assembled in
Kandahar. Since the hijackers were
able to secure “safe passage” for
themselves, they could have also got
some coverage in the international
press for “their cause”. Why did they
choose not to do so?

It is clear that the identity and
nationality of the hijackers could have
been i source of great embarrassment
for Pakistan, since independent
sources corroborate the theory Yhat'
the hijackers were Pakistani natipnals.

During the siege of the Hazratiyal
shrine in Srinagar in 1993, the Jargmu
& Kashmir Liberation Front JKLF)
activists were finathy told by their
colleagues outside tafter a deal was
struck with the Narasimha Rao
Government). to come out of the
shrine since their cause had received
enough publicity,

In the present case, the hijackers
were embarrassed to reveal their
identity. Even a masked press
conference or comments to a selected
international channel would have
sufficed. Why did they, then, opt for
this course? Presumably because it
could have embarrassed Pakistan and
also the Taliban.

Though it would be absurd to argue
that the respounsibility for the actions
of individual citizens should be laid at
the door of a nation-state, will
Pakistan now discard its own
“diplomatic, moral and political”
support to the separatist cause in
Kashmir? Will Pakistan make any
move to arrest the murderous

For all their “espousal”’
of the Kashmiri cause,
the hijackers did not once
speak to the international
media. AMIT BARUAH
probes the reasons.

0 \ab

hijackers in its own territory?

Had the hijackers been Kashmiris,
they would have revealed their
identity. Since they were not, they
slinked away from the hijacked Indian
Airlines aircraft, without the “oxygen
of publicity”. Clearly, if their intention
was to embarrass the Government of
India and its policy on Kashmir, they
lost what for them was a golden
opportunity.

The demand for the release of
Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar alias Latram
is a curious one. A Kashmiri militant,
Zargar, who operated in downtown
Srinagar, was arrested way back in
1992. He has no known links to the
present terrorist outfits operating in
Kashmir from Pakistan. The obvious
inference is that given that the other
two released militants are Pakistan-
born, one “pure Kashmiri” had to be
included in the hijackers’ demands.

The linkages in the “‘jehadi
network’’ that straddles both
Afghanistan and Pakistan have also
been exposed following the
“departure” of the hijackers and the
three released terrorists. Will the
Taliban choose to inform the world
where the hijackers were let off?
Which border did they cross? Did they
enter Pakistan?

If the experience of the hijack itself
is any indication, not much will be
heard about the hijackers. They will
simply melt away. Both the Taliban
and Pakistan will make loud
declarations against terrorism; that
the hijackers are not on their soil. The
question, however, will still remain —
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is a parallel. When asked where the
“Kashmiri freedom-fighters'' had gone
after the Kargil crisis ended in July
this vear, Pakistani spokesmen said
they were not aware of this. The
“freedom-fighters” had, however, not
retreated into Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir (PoK) was the stand taken.
This time, too, [slamabad will
strenuously deny that any of the
hijackers have entered their territory.

As far as the hijacking itself was
concerned, the Taliban had set itself a
deadline of Fridav when the shoora or
ruling council met in Kandahar on
Wednesday. It wanted the hijacking
drama to be over within that time-
frame, This deadline was conveyed
both to the hijackers and India.

If the information provided by the
passengers in New Delhi is any
indication, the hijackers were getting
increasingly restive on the last day
and had threatened to take action
against them. Was this on account of
the Taliban deadline?

It is also becoming clear that the
Taliban did fear “military action”
against the parked Indian Airlines
aircraft. It had also been “tipped off”
against an impending military
response. Doubts were also cast about
some members of the “rather large”,
52-strong Indian team that arrived in
Kandahar in a relief plane.

The Taliban were also rattled by a
meeting between the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, and the Indian Air
Force (IAF) chief, Air Chief Marshal
AY. Tipnis. Also, information made
available to the Taliban suggested that
India had got in touch with Iran as
the current OIC chairman to help end
the hijacking. All this prompted the
Taliban into sefting a “‘deadline” for
itself. For all intents and purposes,
this deadline applied to the
Government of India and the
hijackers as well.

It is with this backdrop that the
Taliban moved tanks, heavily armed
commandos and a multi-barrelled
rocket launcher to Kandahar airport
on Thursday. It was an unequivocal
show of strength and a signal to India
that a commando action would be
repulsed. Earlier, the Taliban shoora
had said no foreign power would be
allowed to storm the hijacked aircraft.

In the final analysis, India found
itself negotiating from a weak
position. India which had been
working on the Taliban to obtain the
storming option found that the
student militia was not playing ball.
The Indian decision to contact the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and
Saudi Arabia, two of the three
countries that recognise the Taliban
Government, was a sure sign that the
militia was not plaving ball.

The surrender at Kandahar on New
Year's Eve was a direct consequence
of the inability to detain the aircraft
at Amritsar’'s Raja Sansi airport./ )



~Hijackers’
plan fail ld/
ays Vajpayee
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 1. — The
Primd, Minister today claimed
that the hijackers’ efforts to
internabionalise Kashmir had
been defeated.

“Rather the hijacking has
attracted international atten-
tion” to the issue of terrorism,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
remarked while meeting
% the released hostages at
t his Race Course Road resi-
dence.

India had not taken the mat-
ter to the UN as this would
have internationalised Kash-
mir, he said. “But steps taken
by the fnment had isolat-
ed ijackers.”

hat’s more, the efforts to
disrupt communal harmony
had also been defeated with
various Muslim groups dub-
bing the hijacking “un-
Islamic”, Mr Vajpayee said.

The Prime Minister told the
passengers how it had been “a
very difficult situation for the
country as we wanted you back
safely”.

steps would be taken to
strengthen airport security in
the country so that such a
nightmare would not be
repeated.

The government’s two main
objectives had been to ensure
safety of passengers and not
compromise on national securi-
ty, Mr Vajpayee said and
expressed happiness that the
entire country had stood unit-
ed on the hijacking issue.
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Advani puts off mee
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NEW DELH]I, Jan. 1. — Mr LK Advani, who,had
expressed severe displeasure over the militint-
hostage trade-off, today left for Jhinjoli
(Haryana) with his family, reportedly postpon-
ing a meeting with the Prime Minister,

Mr Advani is expected back tomorrow.

The Union home minister had apparently pu-
shed for a strong line against the hijackers right
from the beginning, and the decision to release
the three terrorists came over his protests.

He had felt some further hard bargaining
would force the hijackers to free the passengers
without any terrorist being released from Indian
jails. The armed forces had independently
reached a similar conclusion.

But Mr Advani’s view was strongly opposed by
senior Cabinet ministers, including Mr Jaswant
Singh. They backed a softer option and felt it
was worth han/ding over three militants to end
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the hostages’ ordeal.

These ministers felt that resolving the crisis
would be a difficult job, for two other countries
were involved — a hestile Pakistan and an
ambivalent Afghanistan. The hijackers paring
down their demand — from freedom for 36 mili-
tants to three — had in a way put more pressure
on India, they argued.

The trade-off, however, may have caused rifts
within the BJP itself with the hardliners
opposed to the decision. What adds to the Prime
Minister’s problems is that the coalition part-
ners too have their own points of view.

The Cabinet was sharply divided on the matter
on Thursday night, when the deal was okayed by
Mr Vajpayee. Mr Advani reportedly offered to
resign and was dissuaded by Mr Vajpayee.

Since then the government — including the
Prime Minister, Mr Jaswant Singh and Mr
Pramod Mahajan — has scrambled to defend the
move against criticism.

/
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/ THERE WAS A THREAT TO BLOW UP THE PLANE’

Hijack footprints lead to
! Paklstan, says Jaswant

y C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI\JAN. 1. Holding Pakistan
responsible for the ugly hijacking
of the Indian Airlines Flight
1C-814, the Government today
said credible threats from the hi-
jackers to blow up the plane had
forced the decision to hand over
the terrorists and get the hostages

back. 3 g; Ll
E ernalQAffa s Minister,

The

Mr. Jaswant  Singh, today
launched what appeared to be the
first salvo of a political offensive
to nail down Pakistan’s complic-
ity in the hijacking of the Indian
passenger aircraft from Kathman-
du. While avoiding a definitive as-
sertion on Pakistan’s role in the
most traumatic episode of terror-
ism ever faced by India, Mr. Singh
suggested at a press conference
here that all the footprints in the
hijack are leading towards Pakis-
tan.

On the basis of the preliminary
assessment of this week’s events,
Mr. Singh declared that all the five
hijackers and the three terrorists
released by India had left Kanda-
har for Quetta in Pakistan. He in-
sisted that the five hijackers are
Pakistani nationals. He also re-
vealed that a majority of the 35
terrorists, whose release was
sought by the hijackers, are also
Pakistani nationals.

Referring to the intercepts of
communication between the cap-
tors of IC-814 and their masters in
Pakistan, Mr. Singh said the hi-
jackers were in constant touch
with their controllers. About the
frequent breaks the hijackers took
during negotiations with the Indi-
an team, he said, “It was as if they

The pilot of Flight IC-814, Capt. Dev Sharan (third from left),
giving an account of the hijacking to the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, at his residence in New Delhi on
Saturday, watched by Flight Engineer, Mr. Anil Jaggia, and
other crew members.— Photo: V. Sudershan

third force, other than the Tali-
ban.” The Government may soon
come out with more details of the
monitored conversations be-
tween the hijackers and their
minders.

Mr. Singh today explained the
difficult circumstances under
which it had decided to trade with
terrorists to secure the freedom of
the hostages. Adding a new di-
mension to the final stages of
talks between India and the hi-
jackers in which the Government
had to climb down, the Minister
pointed to the credible threat to
blow up the plane along with the
passengers.

Mr. Singh said, “We had reports
from the beginning that there was
RDX in the hold of the aircraft,”
and that this might have been
checked in as baggage in Kath-

mandu itself. Before leaving the
aircraft with the terrorists, the hi-
jackers were insisting on the re-
trieval of the suitcase with the
explosive from the aircraft.

Mr. Singh conceded that the
threat from the hijackers on De-
cember 30 to blow up the plane
had dramatically raised the
stakes. The Government then
“examined the issue in totality
and came up with the decision”
to release the three terrorists.

Defending the decision, he
said, national honour and nation-
al security “have not been dimin-
ished by saving the lives of 150
people”.

Asked why he had to personally
hand over the terrorists, Mr.
Singh said his presence was re-
quired in Kandahar to ensure the
implementation of the agreement

were taking i?Mructions from a

that had been negotiated with the
hijackers “without a last-minute
hitch”. This required someone at
the political level “to take deci-
sions on the spot”, he added.

On the Government’s explora-
tion of the possibility of storming
the aircraft in Kandahar, Mr.
Singh said “India did examine the
military option,” and ‘“‘discuss it
with the Taliban authorities”. De-
spite a widespread sense here of
having been let down by the Tali-
ban, he refused to criticise the re-
gime that effectively controlled
the final outcome in Kandahar.

Asked whether he would review
his positive statements about the
Taliban during the crisis, Mr.
Singh said, ‘“We received cooper-
ation from the Taliban through
out the episode.” At the same
time he insisted there is no
change in the “fundamentals” of
India’s Afghan policy.

Mr. Singh thanked the all the
Governments that had extended
cooperation to India in handling
the crisis. Reiterating India’s de-
termination to continue its war
against terrorism, he said the
Government wants the hijackers
“retributed and justice sought”.

While the Minister did not in-
dicate how the Government
would go about getting the hijack-
ers to book, his renewed focus on
the Pakistani role is likely to esca-
late the war of words between
New Delhi and Islamabad.

In an understatement on Indo-
Pak relations after the hijacking
incident, Mr. Singh said, “Indo-
Pak relations have not improved
since the Kargil crisis and the mil-
itary coup in Islamabad.”
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Release of hostages is not.
_ the end of matter: U.S.

By Sl'ld ar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, UAN. 2. The Clinton
administratiop has not said much
officially on the whereabouts of
the hijackers of the Indian Air-
lines flight 814; but is expected to
be following the situation very
carefully. For the record the ad-
ministration has made it plain
that while 1t is relieved that the
sordid drama in Kandahar had
ended without further loss of life,
the larger story was far from over.
“The release of the hostages is
not the end of the matter. We will
work with other Governments to
see that those responsible are
brought to justice,” said the State
Department. And the focus will be
for the most part in Pakistan
where it is generally believed that
the hijackers had slipped into
from neighbouring Afghanistan.
Islamabad’s contention that it
is on high alert for the hijackers
and the three freed terrorists, and
will put them on trial if arrested
will be put to test in the next sev-

: eral days. One view is that their

whereabouts will be known in the
next several days. “They cannot
vanish” has been one refrain.

Right from the moment the fi-
nal “deal” was being put togeth-
er, it was clear that the hijackers’
destination was going to be Pakis-
tan only. The Taliban Representa-
tive at the United Nations, Mr.
Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, had said
in a conversation with The Hindu
that the hijackers and the three
freed terrorists would “never” be
allowed to stay behind in Afghan-
istan. The fate of the hijackers and
their freed ‘‘friends” was appar-
ently one of the most difficult is-
sues that had to bg sorted gut in
the final phases. Q(LJJVQ "

If the Taliban Representative
was repeatedly firm and adamant
that the hijackers and the freed
terrorists had “to get out” of Af-
ghanistan, some of this had to do
with media reports circulating
that somehow the hijackers and
the freed terrorists would be stay-
ing back in Afghanistan to face
the local law. The Taliban also
wanted to put down any specula-
tion that it was about to grant asy-
lum to those who in their view
had committed a very un-Islamic
act.

Politically there is no doubt that
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v

the Taliban expects “something”
in return from India for the role it
played in the hijacking crisis. In
fact, he said it was only moral and
the Islamic duty of the Taliban to
extend the hand of cooperation
during the crisis period. At the
same time he argued that the vi-
sion for the future of Taliban-In-
dia relations was in the hands of
New Delhi. “The Taliban wants

v

friendly relations with every
country; and in the past Afghan-
istan has had good relations with
India,” he said.

Officially too there will be keen
interest on how the Clinton ad- |
ministration will go about in deal-
ing with the Taliban. But if the last
three days are anything to go by
there is hardly anything to indi-
cate of any change in stance vis-a-
vis Washington.

And it is expected to remain
this way. Although the adminis-
tration has an official channel
open with the Taliban, there is ac-
tually no love lost for this outfit,
especially when it relates to Osa-
ma bin Laden and the persistent
demand that he should be hand-
ed over to the U.S. authorities.
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Pak says it'll deny
enti*y to hijackers

But reports from Chaman oulpos
Pak-Afghan border suggest contrary

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has said it will not
allow hijackers of the Indian airliner to
enter the country and that they would be
nabbed and tried under international laws
as soon as they cross into its territory.
However, the prime minister of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir sai he would, allow
them to cross over. q\\.‘ ‘
Reports suggested that'the five
who were set a 10-hour deadline by T
to get out of Afghanistan, had crossed\into
Pakistan from the border outposd of
Chaman, a busy crossing on the internation-

Saturday quoting the Afghan information
minister that all the eight Pakistanis had left
for Quetta after attending an iftaar in
Kandahar.

Mr Haider said he had issued clear orders
to officials and agencies of the border
provinces of NWFP and Baluchistan to
arrest the hijackers.

He said, “Hijacking and terrorism are not
acceptable and condonable, in any form.
This is highly abhorable crime condemned
by the entire civilised world.” However, Mr
Choudhury said Maulana Masood Azhar,

al divide between the two

Islamic countries.

Chaman is the closest
border-crossing to
Kandahar and logically the
most likely point for cross-
ing into Pakistan. Quetta is
a couple of hours drive
from the border and the
most popular route to the
North  West  Frontier
Province (NWFP) which
borders Kashmir.

Border officials at
Chaman, however, told
reporters that nobody
could have crossed over at
night as surveillance had

T o —— 1 one of the three militants,

Britian will allow

eniry to militant
LONDON: Britain will not
refuse entry to Islamic militant
Ahmad Owmar Saved Sheikh,
whe was among the three mili-
fants released by India in
exchange for the freedom of 155
hostages on board the hijacked
Indian Airlines plane.

A British  national  of

detained in Delhi in 1994 and
was awaiting trial. The British
foreign office had been provid-
ing him with consular protec-

Pakistani origin, Sheikh was

was a Pakistani and “he
would come to his home
town”. Azhar hails from
Bhawalpur in Punjab
province.

A senior Taliban official
said, “The hijackers are no
longer in Afghan territory
and they left the country
within the 10-hour dead-
line” given by the militia.

Significantly, Pakistan
denied that the hijackers
were Pakistani nationals
and accused New Delhi of
levelling ‘“baseless and
false” allegations against

been stepped up. “Under
no circumstances would i
these persons be allowed to enter
Pakistan,” interior minister Moinuddin
Haider said on Saturday amid reports that
the hijackers and the three militants who
had been swapped for 155 hostages were
headed for the Pakistani city of Quetta.
“Pakistan is on high alert, and in case they
enter Pakistani territory, they will be appre-
hended and tried as per established interna-
tional rules and conventions,” he said.
However, PoK prime minister Sultan
Mahmood Choudhury said he would con-
sider any request from the hijackers to enter.
External affairs minister Jaswant Singh
had told reporters in New Delhi on

Hon, »1

Islamabad. “Levelling of
J baseless and false accusa-
tions against Pakistan is part and peculiar
element of Indian tactics,” Pakistani foreign
office spokesman Tariq Altaf alleged in a
statement on Saturday, reacting to Mr
Jaswant Singh’s remarks hinting at
Pakistan’s role in the hijacking.

Mr Altaf said Pakistan had made all
efforts for safety and welfare of hostages.
“Initially, India alleged that four Pakistani
nationals were on board the hijacked plane
but finally this allegation proved wrong,” e
said, adding there was no transit passenger
on the Kathmandu-bound PIA flight from
Karachi for the Indian plane. (agencies)

» See Edit: No Ordinary Threat, Page 12
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“Agni Il has ven
boost to India s
defence system’

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: India’s intermedi-
ate range ballistic missile Agni-II
has given a big boost to its defence,
said George Fernandes here. A/

“QOperationalisation of this
sile is symbolic of a strong nation....
peace comes with strength,” said
Mr Fernandes on the occasion of
release of a special commemorative
stamp on Agni-II at Vigyan
Bhawan on Saturday evening.

Mr Fernandes recalled that he
was 2 witness to the successful test-
firing of Agni-1I on April 11, 1999.
The function was organised by the
Defence Research and Develop-
ment Orgamsat’an and the Depart-
ment of Post. "y - '-3’

Paying tributes to the se \:es of
former scientific advisor to defence
minister A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, who
was behind India’s missile pro-
gramme, Mr Fernandes expressed
the nation’s gratitude to him for his
leadership in overcoming the
bargo and control regimes.

- - . -
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Plane hijack was

pre-planiried by %

ISI: Afghan envoy

By Mahendra Ved ﬂé\

The Times of India News Selvige
NEW DELHI: Does the Kandahgr
visit of external affairs minist
Jaswant Singh to secure the releas
of the Indian Airlines plane and
hostages amount to India recognis-
ing the Taliban government?

Afghanistan’s ambassador to In-
dia Masood Khalili, who represents
the exiled government of
Burhanuddin Rabbani, does not
think so.

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee had said earlier this week
that India had no plans to recognise
the Taliban regime. However, the
diplomatic community has noted
the change in the manner in which
India addressed the interlocutors
from “authorities in Kabul” to “the
Taliban Government.” Mr Singh
interacted with his Taliban “coun-
terpart”, Mullah Wakil Ahmad
Muttawakil during his stay in Kan-
dahar.

The Taliban regime is recognised
by only three countries — Pakistan,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, while
others, including the Islamic na-
tions, have withheld recognition.

“You have to look at the circum-

stances under which the visit took
place. It was essentially to secure
159 innocent persons,” Khalili told
The Times of India on Saturday.

On the other hand, these circum-
stances and the handling of the hi-
jacking crisis by the Taliban govern-
ment in Kabul “should convince
he world community that it was
the handiwork of Pakistan’s IS1.”

“It was pre-planned over four to
five months and pre-arranged.
Without the ISI help, the militants
could not have embarked on hi-
jacking,” Khalili said.

“The bottle was old; only the la-
bel was new. Instead of the 1SI do-
ing anything directly, it brought in
the Taliban and operated through
them,” he said.

Quoting diplomatic sources,
Khalili argued that Lahore was
never on the hijackers’ plans, but
Kandahar was. But Lahore halt was
needed since there was not enough
fuel to fly to Kandahar, “the Kaaba
of terrorism.”

Khalili said, during the Lahore
halt, the hijackers tried to offload
some passengers, but the Pakistan
authorities refused to entertain
their plea.
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Arun Joshi .
Jammu, January 2 QA |
DELHI HAS bungled once aga n.
Jammu and Kashmir was delivergd
the shock of the millennium with
the release of three top militants in
exchange of the passengers held
hostage by the hijackers of an
Indian Airlines aircraft for eight
days in Kandahar in Afghanistan
on Friday. This has come at a time
when the State was looking for-
ward to some bright spots after
having seen over 25,000 killings
and expanding graveyards in the
last decade of 20th century.

The Central Government
released the three militants --
Maulana Masood Azhar, Ahmad
Umar Syed Sheikh and Mushtaq
Ahmad Zargar -- despite stiff
opposition by Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah.
He had cautioned Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Home
Minister Lal Krishan Advani and
Defence Minister George
Fernandes of the "long-term dan-
gerous consequences of such an
act," the informed sources said.

Mr Abdullah had told The

pp

e

Hindustan Times: "It wo d be
wrong to set free militants in
exchange of hostages." He was cer-
tain that the Centre would not
relent until the same evening when
he was asked by a special emissary
of the Prime Minister to fall in line.
He refused, the sources said, and
told the emissary that Delhi could
take its decision and he should be
kept out of it, these sources
revealed.

Security analysts believe that a

A

resoundmgly bad message has
been conveyed by the leadership
that ours is a weak nation."
Refusing to buy the argument of
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and his colleagues that
this was the "best bargain," espe-
cially when there existed a prece-
dent of "release of five militants in
exchange of Rubiya Sayeed,”
daughter of then Union Home
Minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, in December 1989.

"One wrong cannot make anoth-
er wrong a right," argued these

securxty analysts who have seen
the decade-long secessionist mili-
tancy and its various faces. They
further argue that none would stop
and die to arrest Afghanis and
Pakistanis when in the final turn of
events they would be treated as
"VIPs," travelling in a State aircraft
in the company of ministers.
Senior officials to whom this
reporter spoke were unanimous
that the decision was fraught with
"dangerous consequences” for

Jammu and Kashmir. They said
that the assessment that the mili-
tants already attacking the Army
and police installations and killing
soldiers and policemen would get
emboldened was "mild."

"This may open floodgates for
abductions and killings," they fear.
They find no justification for the
release of three militants. "Does
Delhi know how many women
became widows and children were
orphaned because of these mili-
tants' acts or preaching,” they
asked. "And what about those who

FHE HINDUSTAN TIMES
- 3JAN 200

J&K may be headed for bloody days

defended icy heights in Kargil
where not even a blade of grass
grows. Why didn't we accept the
ceasefire proposition of Nawaz
Sharif then and save the lives of
our young soldiers and officers,"
these officials say.

The delight of the separatists is
unhidden. There had been no pub-
lic expression of jubilation follow-
ing the release of five Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front men in
December 1989. The separatists,
security analysts feel, would now
be preparing for more such acts
and the people in Jammu and
Kashmir would have to suffer this.

Already groups like Harkat-ul-
Mujahadeen, Hizb-ul-Mujahadeen
and Lashkar-e-Toiba, having more
than 70 per cent of their ranks
filled with rebels trained in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, have
been targeting Army and. police
camps, killing almost every day sol-
diers and policemen. During the
past week alone, they have killed
15 policemen and soldiers. "Many
bloody weeks and months are
ahead and, ironically, we have
soared their spirits," these officials
say in one voice.



Pak pledges t¢ to block hijackers’ entry

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA & UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 2. — Pakistan today
strongly denied that the hijackers were
Pakistani nationals and accused India of
levelling “baseless and false” allegations.
Foreign Minister Mr Abdul Sattar denied
that the hijackers had entered Pakistan
and said they would face court proceedings
under international law if they did.

“Under international hijack'laws, we will
arrest them and put them before court. |
can say with full responsibility that they
have not entered Pakistan,” he said.

Quoting the Taliban, Mr Sattar said
hijackers had left Afghanistan for an
unknown destination after the expiry of the
10-hour deadline set by the militia to leave
the country, and added that no one knew
their whereabouts. He also praised the
Taliban for sensibly handling the hijacking
crisis. “I think the Taliban have gained the
most from the episode.”

The hljackers are now beheved to have
crossed into Pakistan frox the border out-
post of Chaman, a busy| crossing on the
Afghanistan-Pakistan porder. Earlier
reports indicated that they had reached
Quetta en route to PoK.

Border officials at Chaman, however, said
they were ordered by the government to
prevent the hijackers from entering.

Taliban authorities had yesterday
announced that the hijackers and the mili-
tants had left Afghanistan on the expiry of
the deadline. Taliban spokesman Mulla
Abdul Hye Mutmain declined to speculate
where the hijackers might have gone, say-
ing it was none of their business as their
only objective was to ensure that they
should not remain on Afghan soil.

But Hakim Abdul Mujahid, Taliban’s rep-
resentative in the US, said the destination
of the hijackers and the militants would be
Pakistan. “It is not exactly known where
they are headed, but since no other coun-

THE STATESMAN
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try wants them, the only guess is that they
are headed towards Pakistan. Since some
of them were Pakistanis, one can guess
that they would go to Pakistan, Mr
Mujahid told a news-based website.

Pakistan, however, sticks to its stand that
the hijackers had not entered its territory.
Echoing the Foreign Minister, Interior
Minister Mr Moinuddin Haider said
Pakistan was on high alert and if the
hijackers entered the country, they would
be arrested and tried.

Back home, the BJP refuses to buy this
line and today said Pakistan should hand
over the hijackers to India, along with the
three militants, if it is “as innocent as it
pretends to be”.

Rejecting the Opposition criticism of the
handling of the crisis as merely “political”,
BJP general secretary Mr M Venkaiah .

Naidu said parties should now debate on

bringing in stringent anti-terrorism laws.
“We need a more stringent law than Tada.”



¢ MIXED RELIEF |
67 Hostages are ho%e gu% at ollows

HE nation is entitled to a sigh of relief now that the

hostages, bar one, are safely home. But that relief cannot
be unmixed with trepidation, as the manner in which their
release was secured, by releasing three wanted terrorists,
could pave the way for more hijack or other hostage situa-
tions. It is clear from the manner in which the situation devel-
oped that government were caught flat-footed; since the air-
craft took off from Amritsar airport and went to Pakistan and
later Afghanistan, the initiative lay with the other side. The
Taliban played an extremely dubious role in the negotiations
that followed: they ruled out the option of mounting a com-
mando operation to release the hostages, returned a hostage
back to the aircraft after medical treatment. It is also note-
worthy that an item usually present in demands made by
hijackers worldwide was missing in this case: request for asy-
lum in a friendly country. This is probably because the coun-
try in question was behind the operation. The finger points to
Pakistan, which adopted a similar ploy during the Kargil war,
denying any connection with intruders till the cover was
blown. Pakistan and media version of the affair is an interest-
ing one: they claim that the affair was stage-managed by
Indians to discredit Pakistan. If this were so, one would have
to believe that the affair was concocted by India so that it
could release three pro-Pakistani militants from Indian jails!

On the Indian side, there are some lessons to be drawn, cou-

pled with the incursions in Kargil which went unnoticed till
intruders started bombarding the Leh-Srinagar highway. We
are faced by a ruthless and determined enemy with whom
there are key ideological differences: Pakistan believes in the
two-nation theory and therefore entitled to Kashmir. If given
opportunities, it will exploit them to the hilt. It is therefore
necessary to be far more security conscious than before.
Despite eight previous hijacks of Indian aircraft, there were
too many lapses in the handling of the present episode. If
security at Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan airport was too lax,
Indian Airlines could have had its own security arrangements
for boarding passengers. Borders with Bangladesh and Nepal
are too porous and ISI agents operate freely across them; secu-
rity there should be beefed up and the utmost pressure put on
Bangladesh and Nepal to curb ISI activities on their territory.
Moreover, the best way to curb future hijack and hostage situ-
ations is to operate on the assumption that these are likely,
and institutionalise procedures and drills-to deal with them
before they happen. A faster response time, for example,
would have allowed Indian authorities to ground the aircraft
at Amritsar, in which case the initiative would have remained
here. Apart from security measures, there also needs to be a
political response. If India’s differences with Pakistan is that
it is a multicultural society which doesn’t view the world
through a grid of religious differences, it should go the whole
hog in this respect and close the door to fundamentalisms of
all sorts, no matter what their provenance. The VHP and the
Hindutva right do the work of the ISI, by sowing divisions
among the populace for separatists to exploit. Agendas such as
destruction of mosques and assaults on minorities need to be
put down with a firm hand.
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 Hijackersnot\/
likely to &ace_tgial

- (
S.S. Anoop Q} \

NEW DELHI 2 JANUARY
INDIA MAY have vowed retri-
bution on the hijackers of the
Indian Airlines plane but ex-
perts say little, if anything, can
be done to bring the air pirates
to justice.

The five hijackers, masked
and carrying
pistols, sped
away in a pick-
up after alight-
ing from the
Airbus A-300 |
at  Kandahar
airport in |
Afghanistan,
having secured |
the release of |
three jailed ex-
tremists from |
India.

That may
well have been |
the last time the
world set its |
sights on the hi- |
jackers, despite
New Delhi’s as-
sertion that the
men had reached Pakistan and it
would try and bring them to jus-
tice.

Former foreign secretary
Muchkund Dubey, for one, was
not optimistic about the
prospect of the hijackers ever
facing trial.

He says any request to Is-

A hijacker in Kandahar

lamabad, which Néw Delhi says
masterminded the Yijacking, to
extradite the five mén would be
futile.

Pakistan is committed to ex-
tending moral and political sup-
port to extremist groups active
in Kashmir.

“It (an Indian request for ex-
tradition) would
be a mere for-
mality,” Mr
Dubey  said,
adding that any
expectation that
Pakistan would
adhere to inter-
national con-
ventions would
be misplaced.

Mr Dubey
cited the fact
that Pakistan,
despite being a
member of
World Trade
Organisation
{WTO), had not
extended most
favoured nation
{MFN) status to
India, which it is obliged to do
under the provisions of the
treaty.

“Everything boils down to
politics. We will have to wait
and see if the hijackers dare to
enter Kashmir again. Then only
can we get them,” said Mr
Dubey. — IANS

The Economic Time.
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“"Mamata defend
hijack issu

CALCUTTA, JAN. 2. The Railway\Min-
ister, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, today
said the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had no alterna-
tive but to release three militants
to secure the release of the 155
hijacked passengers. .

“The (Union) Government had
no choice. The militants were car-
rying explosives and threatening
to blow up the aircraft. Mr. Vaj-
payee had no alternative,” Ms.
Banerjee told presspersons here,
when asked whether the Centre
had taken the right step in ex-
changing the militants for the
hostages.

The Trinamul Congress chief,
however, said that the Centre had
delayed in taking the decision.
“The hijackers must be puni-
shed,” she said.

Ms. Banerjee refused to com-
ment when asked about the re-
ported difference between the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, and the Prime Minister
over the means to secure the re-
lease of the hostages.— PTI |
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_"Released ultrasi.”
likely to enter PoK

By Amit Baruah \/(() 7 \ day, th a‘y the hijacking ended.

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 3. The three mil-
itants released by India to secure
the freedom of hostages on board
the hijacked Indian Airlines air-
craft are expected to come to Mu-
zaffarabad  (Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir), a spokesman for the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen was quot-
ed as telling the Dawn.

“God willing, they (the released
Kashmiri freedom fighters) will
come here,” a Harkat spokesman,
Sajjad Shahid, was quoted as say-
ing, adding that the ‘“freedom
fighters” were still in Afghanistan.

The newspaper reported from
Muzaffarabad that two office-
bearers of the Al-Omar Mujahi-
deen had gone to Afghanistan to
“receive’” Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar
alias Latram, one-time boss of Al-
Omar, who was among the three
released by the Government of
India. An Al-Omar spokesman
maintained that Naeem-ul-Hagq,
acting chief of the group, and La-
tif-ul-Haq had gone to Afghanis-
tan to receive Zargar, a militant
active in Srinagar during the early
years of militancy in Kashmir.

There were conflicting reports
on whether or not Masood Azhar,
the cleric who was also released,
had telephoned his family or not.
The Associated Press claimed in
an Islamabad- datelined report
that Masood had telephoned his
family from Kandahar late on Fri-

However,) Masood’s father, Allah
Buksh, told The Hindu on tele-
phone from Bahawalpur in Pakis-
tan’s Punjab province that the
militant had not yet contacted the
family. “Koi telephone nahin
aaya’ (we have not received any
call), Masood’s father claimed.
The militant’s father was, howev-
er, hopeful that his son would re-
turn soon. By all accounts,
Masood Azhar appears to be a
charismatic cleric with quite a fol-
lowing. Though only 31 years old,
Azhar was an ideologue for sever-
al militant groups. He was said to
be instrumental in securing the
merger of three groups — Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen, Harkat-i-Jihad-
Islami and Al-Omar Mujahideen
— to form the Harkat-ul-Ansar.

Azhar, who studied at Karachi’s
Jamia Uloom-i-Islamia, Binori
town, edited a journal Sada-i-Mu-
jahid before being arrested in
Kashmir in 1994. Apparently, he
was still writing for another Ka-
rachi-based journal from his cell
in the Jammu jail.

Clearly, Azhar was considered a
big enough fish for his colleagues
to launch a major operation such
as the hijacking of the IA aircraft.

The third militant who was re-
leased, a Pakistani-born British
national, Ahmed Umar Saeed
Sheikh, also belongs to the Har-
kat.

Difficult to arrest them: Page 11
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APPROACH TO COUNTER TERRORISM

MANY UNION MINISTERS, the Chief Minister of
jammu and Kashmir, the security forces and
other agencies of the Government dealing with
terrorism are understandably upset at the re-
lease of three top militants in exchange for the
passengers on board a hijacked Indian Airlines
flight. It is futile to continue the debate on
whether these militants should have been freed.
Though Maulana Masood Azhar may have been
a key catch, the authorities concede that no ma-
jor charges were framed against him and a spe-
cial court rejected the grounds of detention
under the erstwhile anti-terrorism laws. This
raises serious questions on what the Govern-
ments — both at the Centre and in the States —
should do with similar cases. It is one thing for
the armed forces or the police to be convinced
that a person is a terrorist, militant or an ac-
complice, but quite another to prove it in a court
of law. It is quite possible that some of these
‘organisers’ and leaders of cross-border terrorist
outfits who are caught in India cannot be
charged for specific offences, except for viola-
tions of the Passport Act. That cannot attract a
deterrent punishment, but this appears to be a
genuine problem the authorities face.

In the aftermath of the plane hijac
the release of three hardcore elements, it i
likely that militancy and terrorism in Jammu
Kashmir and some of the border States may iN-
crease in the months to come. There is, there?
fore, an wurgent need to refashion the
Government’s policy and approach to counter
terrorism. The best course will be to step up the
vigil along the borders to contain infiltration of
foreign elements and also Kashmiri militants
trained abroad. But experience has shown that
this cannot be stopped altogether. That makes
the function of the intelligence agencies more
important and difficult. They have to look for

THE HINDU
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new entrants, the links with existing outfits and
unearth their plans in time to scuttle them and
apprehend the conspirators. Before nabbing the
militants or soon after they are caught, it be-
comes imperative to collect enough evidence
against them to stand the test of law. Given the
modern and sophisticated devices now availa-
ble, it should be possible for the enforcement
agencies to gather the required material to sup-
port their case. It may be very difficult to get
witnesses to depose against known militants, es-
pecially in a troubled State like Kashmir. Simi-
larly, the judges functioning in such a State will
face extreme pressure from both sides.

Taking into consideration all ¥}1 se prob-
lems and the need to meet the requirements of
the law, the Ministries, Central agencies and ter-
rorist-affected States must evolve a new ap-
proach to combat terrorism in any form. Even
while stamping out militancy, they must strive to
address the basic issues that have nurtured these
activities — be it in Kashmir, the Northeast, Bi-
har or Andhra Pradesh for example. Terrorists
are not bound by any laws or human consid-
erations, but Governments are. Though India
may be seen to have succumbed to terrorism at
Kandahar, it has succeeded in bringing cross-
border terrorism to the centre stage in global
fora. As terrorist groups have grown, died and
regrouped over many years, any fight to stamp
them out will also be long drawn. The Govern-
ments will have to keep the people on their side
and not alienate them while fighting terrorism.
Even under extreme pressure, the temptation to
turn to extra-legal devices or to bring in draco-
nian measures must be avoided and human
rights norms and legal processes must be scru-
pulously observed. The security forces must re-
double their efforts to track down the terrorists
and their accomplices and bring them to book.
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India trying to
design ABM
system on US
lines: Kalam

Pune, January 4 |15 \

INDIA IS try-
ing to design a
state-of-the-art
Anti-Ballistic
Missile (ABM)
system on the
lines of the US
Star-War  sys-
tem, according
to Dr A PJ
Abdul Kalam,
the architect of Ipdian missiles
programme.

While the court '1 first Light
Combat Aircraft (LjCA) would be
tested before the| end of this
month, efforts werg on to opera-
tionalise within two or three vears
all missile systems, besides Agni
and Prithvi, which had already
been operationalised, Dr Kalam
said.

"The country can pursue Inter-
Continental  Ballistic  Missile
(ICBM) programme if adequate
funds are made available for the
project," he told the plenary ses-
sion of the 87th Indian Science
Congress here last evening.

The ambitious LCA project, ini-
tiated about a decade ago by
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd and
Aeronautical Development
Agency, both in Bangalore, to
meet the requirements of the
Indian Air Force for carrying out
low-altitude warfare training, is
already behind schedule. So far
India has produced a prototype of
LCA, considered the world's small-
est fighter aircraft.
~ Dr Kalam, who recently assumed
charge as the Chiet Scientific
Adviser to the government, was
sharing the platform with ISRO
Chairman K Kasturirangan and
Atomic  Energy Commission
Chairman R Chidambaram,
unfolding ‘The Indian strategies of
science and technology in the 21st
century’.

Dr Kalam said the unmanned
supersonic aircraft being devel-
oped by ISRO would go a long way
in defence application and help
save the lives of pilots. $

The aircraft would combine criti-
cal technologies used in missiles
and satellites too. In case of a
nuclear warhead attack by the
enemy, the aircraft would be auto-
matically activated to neutralise
the weapons, he said. (Agencz}v)( '
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9" By Amit Baruah |

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 4. Masood Azhjr,
a Harkat-ul-Mujahideen clefic
who regularly propagated gloljal
“jehad”, can return home if his
Pakistani identity is established, a
Pakistan military spokesman has
said. Azhar was released on Fri-
day along with two other mili-
tants for the freedom of the
hostages aboard a hijacked Indi-
an Airlines plane.

“He has a right to come back to
Pakistan but only if he is the gen-
uine one. He has not committed
any offence,” Brigadier Rashid

Qureshi, chief of the Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR) Direc-
torate, was quoted as saying in

«itarachi on Monday.

“Nobody knows whether the
gentleman who was released was
Maulana Masood Azhar or not.
Afghans don't, the Pakistanis
have not seen him. One needs to
establish the identity of the hi-
jackers and of the Maulana,” Bri-
gadier Qureshi said.
‘Diversionary tactics’

In a related development, the
Pakistani Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, has alleged that the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-

THE HINDU
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—~“Masood can come to Pak.’

payee’s demand that Pakistan be
declared a “terrorist state” was,
intended to divert domestic at
tention from the IA plane hijack

“The Indian Premier’s state
ment also points to a preco:
cieved objective of building a
strategic relationship with the
United States on trumped-up
charges of terrorism against Pa-
kistan,” Mr. Sattar was quoted as
telling the official APP news
agency.

“In doing so, India no doubt
wants world opinion to ignore In-
dia’s abhorrent record of state
terrorism,” Mr. Sattar said.



_Pak. promises g
A1 to arrest y9-
ijackers: U.)‘S.

SHEPHERDSTOWN (West Virginla), JAN.

4, Pakistan has assured the United
Stateq that it would act in compli-

the Indian Airlines jet
should they be found on its soil,
the State Department spokesman,
Mr. James P. Rubin, has said.

Mr. Rubin, who is here for the
talks between Israeli and Syrian
officials, told presspersons on
Mponday, ‘‘Pakistan has told us
that it will meet its obligations un-
der the international convention
to apprehend the hijackers and
bring them to justice.

Mr. Rubin said Washington
was not aware of the currentloca-
tion of the hijackers but called for
any country having information
on their whereabouts to act ap-
propriately.

In Washington, reacting to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee's statement calling up-
on the U.S. and other world pow-
ers to declare Pakistan a terrorist
state, the State Department said
that in order for a state to be des-
ignated a terrorist state, the Sec-
retary of State must determine
that its Government had repeat-
edly provided support for acts of
international terrorism.

The Secretary of State, Ms. Ma-
deleine Albright, “has not made
such determination with respect
to Pakistan. However, the list of
state sponsors of terrorism is un-
der continuous review,” a spokes-
man said. — AFP, AP
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Wi P1e n the sky
" THE STATEMENT by the government’s chief s¢ientific
adviser, Dr Abdul Kalam, that India is designing an alti-bal-
listic missile system is likely to be greeted with a mix{ure of
pride and bemusement. The pride stems from the fact that the
country’s defence establishment is now in a position to embark
on a mission which even the US has found difficult to accom-
plish. Indeed, it was Mr Ronald Reagan’s celebrated Star Wars
programme to build a shield in the sky against incoming Soviet
missiles which provided fresh evidence in the eighties of
America’s technological prowess and the kind of resources it
can mobilise. That was the first step which led to the Soviet
Union’s unravelling because of the realisation in Moscow that
it cannot match its adversary’s firepower. However, the shield
was never really constructed, not so much because of the dis-
appearance of the Soviet threat as because even Washington
baulked at the formidable technological challenge which the
programme presented. In this context, if India is now seeming-
ly capable of building a similar shield “if adequate funds are
made available for the project,” it suggests a remarkable
advancement in our scientific capabilities. The proposai to
launch a lunar mission, too, underlines tremendous progress in
the field of rocketry, which is also evident from the intention
to opt for intercontinental ballistic missiles.

The fact, however, that observations such as these were made
before the Indian Science Congress, which is now meeting in
Pune, suggests that they were more in the nature of theoretical
formulations than practical application. Evidently, pro-
grammes of this nature, especially Star Wars and a mission to
the moon, cannot be at the top of India’s current priorities if
only because it will mean the diversion of resources from other
more urgent projects, of which the one relating to the Light
Combat Aircraft tops the list. Besides, there is a clear mis-
match between these scientific ambitions and India’s giaring
failures in areas such as health, education and civic infrastruc-
ture which are also in dire need of resources. While applaud-
ing Dr Kalam, the science congress may have to pay attention
to India’s unflattering indices of human development. It may
also be necessary to consider why no Indian scientist since Sir
C.V. Raman has received a Nobel Prize or have a subatomic
particle named after him, as bosons were after Satyendranath
Bose. Interestingly, scientists like Raman or Bose did nearly all
their work in India, something which only J. V. Narlikar among
internationally known academics does at present. Aren’t our
research facilities good enough at present? These are aspects
which the science congress has to consider while remem-
bering that genuine scientific progress has many facets
other than the military one.
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U.S. wants hijackers brought to book

WASHINGTON: The United
States has asserted that it will not
rest until the hijackers of the
Indian Airlines plane are brought
to justice and vowed to strengthen
cooperation with India in combat-
ing terrorism. Ty -\

“The United Sta& s, as a Im-
ment, will not rest until thosd who
perpetrate those kinds of activities
(hijacking and terrorism) are
brought to justice,” White House
press secretary Joe Lockhart told
reporters on Wednesday.

“As far as the hijacking.. We
support a full investigation that is
aimed at apprehending and prose-
cuting the hijackers. We do that,
and what is important here, is that
those who were responsible are
brought to justice,” he noted.

When a correspondent suggest-
ed that though the U.S. and India

-are. discussing how to combat-ter-

rorism together, why was the latter
left alone in fighting the menace,
Mr Lockhart retorted, “No, I think
those people who say that are
wrong. I think we were in close
touch with the Indian government
throughout the (hijacking) inci-
dent..We’re also continuing to
work with India on a series of
efforts to strengthen our coopera-
tion on fighting terrorism.”

Asserting that the U.S. will curb
perpetrators of all kinds of terror-
ism domestically and internation-
ally, he said, “Whether it is an act
of terror directed against
Americans or whether it is direct-
ed against others..We can find a
way to support their investiga-
tion.”

Meanwhile, Britain and other
members of the European Union
have also vowed to continue their

- support to India and other states

THE TIMES OF INDIA
s 1IN I

in fighting international terrorism.
“We condemn without reservation
international terrorism in all its
forms,” British foreign office min-
ister John Battle said in a state-
ment issued in Londoan on behalf
of the 15-member EU presidency
on Wednesday.

“We are relieved that the hi-
jack crisis was resolved without
further loss of life, and that the
remaining hostages have now
returned home safely,” he said in
the statement.

“Qur thoughts are with the fam-
ily of (Rupin) Katyal, the hostage
who was murdered during the inci-
dent,” he said, noting that foreign
secretary Robin Cook passed a
personal message to external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh to
this effect on December 31, after
speaking to him on telephone ear-
her orthe orisss. (PT)




Mumbai arrests reveal

Pak'hand in hijacking

Gout. will build world opinion
against Pak efforts: Advani

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The government on Thursday
announced the arrest of four accomplices of the
Pakistani hijackers in Mumbai leading to unearthing
of evidence of what Union home minister L.K.
Advani called “deep involvement” of Islamabad in
the incident.

Security forces recovered from the arrested per-
sons, among other things, photographs of the five
hijackers who were identified as Ibrahim Athar (who
hails from Bahawalpur), Shahid Akhtar Sayed
(Gulshan Igbal, Karachi), Sunny Ahmed Qazi
(Defence colony, Karachi), Mistri Zahoor Ibrahim
(Akhtar colony, Karachi) and Rajesh Gopal Verman
alias Shaqir (Sukkur city).

Ibrahim Athar, who was referred to as ‘chief” by
other hijackers inside the hijacked plane, is brother of
Maulana Masood Azhar, one of the three militants
released in exchange of the passengers of the hijacked
Indian Airlines g
plane.

Mr Advani told a
crowded press con-
ference that the
arrested  persons
were activists of the
now banned Harkat-
ul-Ansar  terrorist

West Asian terrorist helped in
planning operations in city
By S. Balakrishnan and Somit Sen

MUMBAL: A top terrorist from the West Asia had
arrived in Mumbai some months ago and briefed the
hijackers of the Indian Airlines and their associates,
including Ibrahim, brother of Maulana Masood
Azhar who was released from a Srinagar jail in
exchange for the hostages at Kandahar.

Police sources said the terrorists had established a
unit of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen here several
months ago. According to reports, some of the Harkat
members had even obtained Indian passports and
other documents so as to conceal their real identities.
“This development has laid bare corruption in sever-
al government departments,” an official said.

In fact, one of the hijackers was caught in Jammu a
month ago by the local police, but he talked his way
out by saying that he was a citizen of Mumbai!

The plot to hijack the IA airplane was hatched in
Pakistan with active help from the ISI, but its opera-
tional aspects were
worked by in
Mumbai by the
hijackers with the
help of the terrorise”
from the West Asia.
1 It is learnt that this
terrorist preferred
Mumbeai since there

was relatively less
possibility of his
being caught in the
metropolis. It may
be recalled that a
British diplomat was

group, which is The photos of the five hijackers of the Indian Airlines IC-814
based in Rawalpindi gircraft which were released at a press conference by home min-
in Pakistan. Those jster I K. Advani in New Delhi on Thursday. The hijackers are
;rlrehsted d alr{e han. (from left) Ibrahim A thar (brother of Maulana Masood Azhar),

ohammad Rehan, gunny Ahmed Qazi, Shahid Akhtar Sayed, Mistri Zahoor

Mohammad Igbal, A . . A
(both Pakistan: Ibrahim and Rajesh Gopal Verman alias Shagir.

nationals}, Yusuf Nepali of Nepal and Abdul Latif, an
Indian.

Armed with the evidence recovered, Mr Advani
told The Times of India later, the government would
now try to build world opinion against Pakistan’s con-
certed efforts to engineer terrorist violence in differ-
ent parts of India.

What led to the breakthrough, said Mr Advani, was
the interception by central intelligence agencies of a
message from the hijackers while in Kandahar to
Abdul Latif in Mumbai that he should convey to a
certain journalist of an international TV netwark in
London that if their dem ands were not met they
would blow up the plane. ’

gunned down on a
Mumbai street some years ago by an international
terrorist with impunity. After working out the details
in Mumbai, five Harkat activists, who were all
Pakistani nationals, left for Kathmandu to board the
ill-fated IA aircraft while their four associates (includ-
ing two Pakistanis, an Indian and a Nepali) stayed
back in Mumbai for further instructions.

The four men were later nabbed by the Mumbai
crime branch team on December 30. But their identi-
ties were kept under wraps for security reasons. “The
hostages were still on board on December 30. We did
not want to alert the hijackers that their associates
have been arrested in Mumbai,” a senior officer
explained. S

= - r
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| We entered Pak unhindered: Azhar

P
Karachi, January 6 Y\ %1 \ \
%E LL THREE militants freed by India to

4%, end the hijacking of the Indian Airknes
4 &plane crossed into Pakistan fAom
Afghanistan and the five hijackers were last
seen on the road from Kandahar heading
towards this country, one of the freed militants,
said here today.

Maplana Masood Azhar, who surfaced here
last night, said that all three men (militants) had
crossed  together into Pakistan from
Afghanistan,

“The hijackers said you do not know us. We
have never met. We are from India..,” Azhar
told reporters, providing the first eyewitness
account of what happened after the window-
blackened vehicle carrying the five hijackers
and three freed militants roared out of
Kandahar airport on Dec 31. Their safe passage
was part of the deal to end the hijacking,

The hijackers parted company with the freed
militants in  Afghanistan. The hijackers
remained with Azhar and his companions for 25
minutes in a vehicle that was heading in the
direction of Pakistan. Then they stopped the
vehicle, got out and got into another vehicle,
said Azhar, :

It was also then that they freed their 1amvom

hostage, whom they had taken to guarantee
their safe passage out of the airport. .
“They said ‘we are returning to India but we
can’t travel with you. We will get there another
way’,” recalled Azhar, ;
Then they were gone. He refused to say in

what direction the vehicle hedded.

Pakistan said its border segurity had been put
on alert, but Azhar said there was no attempt by
border police to stop his véhicle.

“I am a Pakistani citized who has done noth-

. 1ug wrong. There is no reason to stop me,” said

THE HINDUSTAN TBAES
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‘Azhar, He parted company with the two other
; freed militants after crossing into Pakistan. He

said he didn’t know where either was headed.
Another freed militant, Mushtaq Ahmed
Zargar, surfaced in Muzzafarabad in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir,

The whereabouts of the third freed militant,
Ahmed Umar Sayeed Sheikh, a Pakistani-born
British citizen, were not known.

London: Britain and other members of the
European Union today said their work with the
India and others against international terrorism
will continue. o

“We condemn without reservation interna-
tional terrorism in all its forms,” British Foreign
Office Minister John Battle said in a statement
on behalf of the 15-member EU presidency.

“We are relieved that the hijack crisis (of [A
plane) was resolved without further loss of life,
and that the remaining hostages have now
returned home safely,” the minister said in the
statement.

“Our thoughts are with the family of (Rupin)
Katyal, the hostage who was murdered during
the incident,” he said noting that Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook passed a personal mes-
sage to External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
to this effect on Dec 31, after speaking to him
on telephone earlier on the crisis.  (4gencies)
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2000

BRINGING THE HIJACKERS TO JUSTICE

THE PAKISTANI ESTABLISHMENT stands fully
exposed, its complicity in the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines flight IC- 814 determined beyond
doubt by the identification of the criminals re-
; sponsible for the cruel act of air piracy on Christ-
| mas Eve, following the arrest of four accomplices
{ in Mumbeai. All five hijackers are Pakistanis, and
. according to the Government, their identity has
been confirmed by some of the passengers and
crew of the plane to whom their photographs
were shown; so are two of the nabbed accom-
plices described as operatives of Pakistan’s In-
ter-Services Intelligence. With this major
breakthrough India must now press for interna-
tional action to bring the criminals to justice. It is
now incumbent on the international community
to ask the Taliban authorities in whose territory
the men disembarked and their spiritual men-
tors now ruling Pakistan to deliver the hijackers
to face trial in this country. It was astonishing to
see the criminals walk to their freedom from the
hijacked aircraft, escorted to a waiting automo-
bile by the guntoting men controlling Kandahar
airport. Equally shocking is the Pakistani-Tali-
ban charade as to the destination of these despe-
radoes. Never since the early days of hijackings
has the world witnessed the grant of such total

immunity to pirates who had not hesitated to

knife a civilian passenger to death.q QY
'Y

The identification of the hijackers, making
some amends for the earlier lapses in intelli-
gence gathering and analysis, must boost this
country’s effort to mobilise international opin-
ion against whichever state provides them shel-
ter or sympathy. After the understandable
low-key reaction in the initial days of the hijack-
ing, most countries have spoken out against it.
The United States, not fully ready to accept In-
dia’s demand that Pakistan be declared a terror-
ist state, has said categorically that it wants the
hijackers brought to justice. All developments

following the hijacking which culminated in the
hostages-militants swap at Kandahar on Decem-
ber 31 confirm the hand of the Pakistani estab-
lishment in masterminding the piracy. The
sponsor had provided the blueprint, meticulous
planning and the logistics support required for
an operation of this magnitude in a third coun-
try, as the Union Home Minister has revealed.
The return of the freed militant and Harkat ideo-
logue, Maulana Masood Azhar, to a triumphal
welcome in Karachi, the vitriol that he has
poured out, and the harsh rhetoric that Pakis-
tan’s Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
has employed against this country hold but one
message: support to militancy across the border
is part of the official agenda of the military gov-
ernment in Islamabad. \»\D AL 4

N

1

An agenda that neighbouring Afghanistan,
under the control of the Taliban, lobviously
shares. During the tense days of the hijacking,
the ragtag army of religious volunteers which
took the world by surprise by seizing control of
the country five years ago displayed a benign
face that one never suspected existed. While it is
not clear if the Taliban had a role in the hijack-
ing, there was no doubting where its sympathy
lay as the men in the armoured trucks at Kanda-
har stood back and piled pressure on the Indian
negotiators. There were suggestions that in
cooperating with India to peacefully resolve the
hijack crisis the Taliban may have been seeking
legitimacy for its regime in Kabul, recognised by -
only three countries now, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates. But there can be
no legitimacy through acts of piracy. It is the
Taliban, in fact, which holds the primary respon-
sibility for handing over the hijackers to India.
The obscurantist elements comprising the Tali-
ban though may not understand that no motive
can sanctify such dastardly crimes as the killing
of a defenceless civilian passenger on a flight.
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“USA pulls up Pak

for Masood’s
. jehad ¢all

DESIKAN THIRﬂAYANAPURAM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7. — The
USA today warned that it
would hold the Pakistani gov-
ernment responsible for any
fallout of the anti-American
remarks made by Masood
Azhar in Karachi.

“We would hold the Pakistan
government responsible for
Masood’s actions, which threat-
en the lives of our citizens,”
said state department spokes-
man Mr James Rubin.

In a fiery speech to his
10,000-0dd supporters in front
of a Karachi mosque yesterday,
Masood had said: “Muslims
should not rest in peace until
é&meric?i e(z)nd India are

estroyed.” O _ f). L

The US admini%tration,\,ﬂgw-
ever, is still unmoved by India’s
call to declare Pakistan a rogue
state for the “clear evidence”, as
India claims, that Pakistan
masterminded the IC-814
hijack.

Home Minister Mr LK Advani
yesterday declared that evi-
dence provided by four recent-
ly-arrested Kashmiri militants
established that the five hijack-
ers were Pakistanis.

Mr Rubin said: “We find
Masood Azhar’s speech deplo-
rable and his reported remarks
about destroying America and
India unacceptable. Such lan-
. guage feeds a climate of hostili-

ty against both countries and
| incites violence. Pakistan must

assure the safety of Americans,
Indians and all foreigners in
Pakistan.”

He also called on Pakistan to
investigate whether Masood’s
activities were legal, and said
no country should “permit ter-
rorist activities to be organised
from its soil”.

'KAPIL KIDNAP PLAN

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 7. — The
Al-Omar Mujahideen group
says it once tried to abduct
Kapil Dev to secure its leader
Mushtag Ahmad Zargar’s
release.

“In 1996, we tried to kidnap
Kapil Dev but our plans did-
n't work out,” Naeemul Hagq,
head of the outfit’s PoK office
told the News. Haq said the
hijack was the third attempt
by the group to secure
Zargar’s release. “In 1993, we
kidnapped Congress MLA
from Bihar, Pankaj Kumar
Sinha, during the Amarnath
yatra in Kashmir and held
him for 355 days.” — PTI

“We urge Pakistan to investi-
gate carefully whether his
actions have violated any
Pakistani law. If so, he should
be prosecuted accordingly,” Mr
Rubin said. But he said he
would “not speculate on the
future”, when asked if the USA
planned to heed India’s call to
place the military regime on
the rogue state list.

US analysts say Pakistan

might not be completely
responsible for the militants’
actions. “To say that Pakistan,
in an official state action,
actively planned and carried
out the terrorist strike seems
highly unlikely to me, if only
because it is so clearly not in
Pakistan’s own interest now
with its economy in crisis,” said
Mr James Clad, a professor of
Asian Studies at Georgetown
University in Washington.

“I haven’t seen any convincing
evidence directly linking the
Pakistan government with the
hijacking,” said Mr Stephen P
Cohen, a South Asia expert
and Senior Fellow at the
Brookings Institution. “Whe-
ther there were some covert
elements involved or some peo-
ple just looked the other way,
we don’t know yet.”

India has termed as “entirely
understandable” Mr Rubin’s
statement. A spokesman of the
external affairs ministry said
such statements had not
emanated for the first time
from terrorist groups allowed
to thrive in Pakistan. He re-
called that Lashkar-e-Taiyaba,
during its recent convention in
Lahore, had called for “jehad”
against the US and India, adds
SNS Delhi.

The US reprimand had little
effect on Masood. At a prayer
meeting today, he repeated his
call for “jehad” on India. :

® More reports on pages
3,4and 8
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Kargil inquiry

report mtes

e

security snags

“Too many agencies, too little coordination’

By Mahendra Ved
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Subrah-
manyam Committee, which probed
Pakistan’s intrusion into Kargil last
summer and India’s response to it,
is understood to be critical of the
multiplicity of agencies concerned
with security and intelligence and
has recommended that the commu-
nication gaps among them be

lugged.
P lftglgils als? e%oz'tedly concluveb

that the evaluation of the intelli-
gence inputs about the ground situ-
ation in Kargil and along the Line
of Control in Jammu and Kashmir
was inadequate.

One of the reasons was that there
had been many false alarms earlier
and theinformation available in the
early part of last year was not taken
seriously enough.

Many experts had pointed to an
“intelligence failure”,a charge con-
ceded by the political and military
leadership on different occasions.
The government, in its own way,
had defended itself.

However, the term “failure” does
not figure in the report, that runs
into 2,000-odd pages and is bound
in 17 volumes. The main report it-
self is 228 pages.

The report is learnt to have called
for an integrated approach to na-
tional security management and
better coordination among the
three services, the paramilitary
forces and the intelligence.

The report was submitted on Fri-
day to Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee with the recommenda-
tion that it should not be made pub-
lic “for reasons of national securi-
ty”.

“Conscious of the fact that the
disclosure of some of this informa-
tion would not be in the public
interest for reasons of national
security, the committee has
itself excised the same from its re-
port,” a press release issued by the
National Security Council secre-
tariat said.

K. Subrahmanyam, the noted de-
fence analyst who headed the com-
mittee, and its three other mem-
bers, journalist-writer B.G. Vergh-
ese, former vice-chief of army staff
Lt. Gen. (retd) K.K. Hazari and se-
nior diplomat and member secre-
tary of the National Security Coun-

cil Satish Chandra, presented the
report to Mr Vajpayee.

“The committee undertook its
work in a spirit of complete open-
ness, objectivity and transparency,”
the release said.

None of the committee mem-
bers, when contacted, commented
on the contents of the report. “1
shall say nothing more than this
press release,” said Mr Subrah-
manyam.

The committee has done fast
work compared to the Henderson
Brooks Report on the 1962
Sino-Indian war and the histo-
ries of the 1965 and 1971 wars
that were compiled over a number
of years. All these remain be-
yond the public gaze. Owing to its
sensitive nature, this committee re-
port is also unlikely to be made
public.

The committee, whose briefing
included a review of the events
leading to the Pakistani aggression
in Kargil and the recommendation
of measures considered necessary
to safeguard national security

against such intrusions, corgs—
menced its work on October 31 last
year.

There was, however, a delay on
account of the Lok Sabha polls and
the new government’s taking office.
The committee was unable to inter-
act with a number of key actors in
time and, therefore, had requested
the government for an extension up
to December 15, 1999, the release
said.

The secretariat took another
three weeks to organise the compi-
lation, printing and binding of the
report, including annexures and ap-
pendices.

Although the committee was not
statutory in nature, the government
had issued specific directions to the
ministries and agencies concerned
to provide it with the widest possi-
ble access to all relevant docu-
ments, including secret and top se-
cret papers, and to officials of the
Union and Jammu and Kashmir
governments.

The committee held over 100
meetings and interacted with emi-
nent political leaders, senior civilian
and military officers, present and
former diplomats, journalists, mem-
bers of the public and others.

» Picture on Page 7
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/gtringent anti-terrorism Bill
to be tabled in Budget session~

r
7

Our Political Bureau g/) \

NEW DELHI 7 NOVEMBER  #

THE GOVERNMENT plans

to introduce a stringent
anti-terrorism Bill along
the lines of the lapsed Terrorist
& Disruptive Activities Act
(Tada) in the Budget session of
Parliament. But the new Bill will
have a “human face.”
According to sources in the
government, the Union home
ministry is finalising a draft Bill
to combat terrorism and subver-
sive activities in various parts of
the country. The keenness to
table it the coming session, like-
1y to begin in the last week of
February, is being linked to the
recent hijacking episode that
culminated in the release of
three hardcore terrorists in ex-
change for 161 hostages aboard
the Indian Airlines flight.
Shortly after the hijack or-

deal — four )the hijackers
were identified as activists of the
banned militant outfit Harkat-
ul-Ansar with three being Pak-
istani nationals — BJP demand-
ed an anti-terrorist law stronger
than Tada, based on a consensus
among state governments.
Interestingly, the home min-
istry was working on such a legt
islation long before the hijacking

HIACK EFFECT

took place. The MHA had even
sought the opinion of the Law
Commission on the “safeguards”
needed to prevent the new anti-
terrorism law from becoming
“draconian,” like its predeces-
sor.

The Law Commission, in its
working paper, endorsed the
need to enact a permanent anti-
terrorist law as proposed by

[he Economic Times

-8 JAN 20D

MHA. Observing that the secu-
rity situation both within and
around the country had indeed
worsened and international ter-
rorism was assuming alarming
proportions, the panel, headed
by Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy,
said several countries, including
the US, had enacted statutes as-
suming jurisdiction to deal with
acts of terrorism while terrorist
groups continued to perceive In-
dia as a soft and indolent
State.

However, the commission
was of the view that although
the law to be enacted must be
capable of dealing with the evil
and must have the teeth to effec-
tively tackle the menace, it
should contain effective provi-
sions for safeguarding the rights
of the accused and providing
him/her enough opportunity to
defend himself/herself. /

. -



/wKFollow the Spoor,_4

The Indian government’s release of pictures of the five hijadkers of
IC 814, together with data about their identities, is a distinct step for-
ward towards tracing the origin of the hijack and fixing responsibility
on various organisations outside India. By identifying the five hijackers
as citizens of Pakistan and members of the terrorist organisation
Harkat-ul Mujahideen, the government has made out a plausible case
for the involvement of Pakistan’s Inter Service Intelligence agency.
Four of the hijackers’ associates, two Pakistanis, one Indian and one
Nepali, are in Indian custody and are said to be members of Harkat-ul
Ansar, now known as Harkat-ul Mujahideen. Maulana Masood Azhar,
an Islamic cleric, who was exchanged for the hostages, is a prominent
member and office bearer of Harkat-ul Ansar. This outfit has been
widely recognised as an international terrorist organisation. Normally,
a country which permits terrorist organisations to operate freely within
its territory is defined as a terrorist state. As such, Pakistan ought to ex-
plain why it has allowed Harkat-ul Ansar/Mujahideen to function with-
in its jurisdiction. According to reports in the Indian media, Ibrahim
Athar, Maulana Azhar’s brother, travelled through India to reach
Kathmandu. Since the others involved are also Pakistani citizens, Is-
lamabad is obliged to give details of when they left Pakistan and what
their destinations were. A state which has not initiated action against an
international terrorist organisation, while citizens belonging to it are
accused of hijacking and of obtaining the release of a prominent office
holder of the same outfit, cannot pretend that it has nothing to explain
to the world. Pakistan challenged India to identify the hijackers. India
has done so and now the ball is in Pakistan’s court. In a welcome move,
a spokesperson of the US state department has indicated Washington’s
resolve to bring the hijackers to justice.

While New Deihi has done right in exposing the identities of the hi-
jackers, this can only be a first step. A lot more information of what
happened at Kathmandu airport, including the way in which the hijack-
ers succeeded in getting arms past the security check, has to be collect-
ed, presented and explained in a comprehensive manner. Leakage of
piecemeal information creates a lot of confusion, most of it avoidable.
While New Delhi ought to harness all its resources to this task, various
government organisations and officials ought to exercise restraint and
not outdo each other in spawning contradictions. The televised pro-
nouncements of law minister Ram Jethmalani represent a case in
point. While he has every right to advocate his strategy about enlisting
Washington’s support, or taking the issue to the Security Council, he
ought not to violate the discipline of cabinet procedure and collective
responsibility by publicly advocating moves that contradict the govern-
ment’s current policies. There ought to be much greater coordination
among members of the government on a matter as sensitive as hijack-
ing and its aftermath. The way New Delhi handles its information cam-
paign and its international diplomacy will largely determine the extent
to which global opinion can bg/mobilised in support of India’s legiti-
mate stand against transnatjgnal terrorism. Handling information to
one’s own advantage is a Mlanagerial skill which the government has
apparently yet to acquirg/
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s India a soft state?

rathes pathetic that a regime that proudly armed itself with the vocabulary
i nuclear state allows itself to be outfoxed by a bunch of hijackers. But this

shouid not detract from the fact that the Indian state remains equipped to get the

better of those who challenge its sovereignty, writes HARISH KHARF.
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unable o eollect taxes. n Bihar,

Andhra Pradesh, and Madhyva

Pradesh. organised groups such as
the Peoptes War Group and the
Ranvir Seia u')ulI\ challenge the
authority and competence of the law
and order sysiome in Gujarat and
Maharashitra, oiganised criminal
gangs have whrost insvtutionalised
their operations and frostrated all
atternpis of the Uste tooeclaim

the Loderword,

Niescitally, e Constitution
procides for Article 256 which can
m,' Poooked whenever such a
chellenge is deemed to have become
intractable at the state-level;
remember Mr Advani’s famous
to the ¢ ff‘ef’l that the “state
has vithered oway' in Bihar, when
he wented o misuse the
Con=iitution at the behest of the
secand-rate poeliticiians of the Samata
Party.

However, queetiom about the
softness/hardness of the state
acquire an altogether ditferent
meaning when the challenge

WO

eman:ates from an external source or

groups aligned to external powers.
For example, there was this Purulia
Arms Drop incident three vears ago
when a group of mercenaries and
professional gun-runners
surreptitiously entered Indian air

spave and air-dropped arms for their

still unidentified accomplices. It is
true that almost every state in the
world finds its writ occasionally
questioned; the Russian state, for
example, has to periodically deploy
its armed forces to tame rebellious
regions,

Questions about the hardness of
the Indian state become persistent
when defiance of and challenges to
its authority, especially from
assorted terrorist groups, are seen to
ve untamed. The balance between
the Indian state and its challengers
is largely a matter of perception;
and, is seen to get tilted against the
state when something like the
Kandihar surrender takes place.

It is rather pathetic that a regime
that proudly armed itself with the
vocabulary, it not the arsenal, of a
nuclear-state altows itselt to be
outfoxed by a bunch of hijackers.
But this particular bungling should
aot detract from the tact that the
Indian state remains equipped with
the instruments and wherewithal to
get the better of all those who
(hdl enge its sovereignty and the
magistracy of its laws.

Though it is not politically
fashionable to remember her, it was
Indira Gandhi who insisted that the
country be invested with
institutional resources in torging and
perfecting the instruments of a

THE HINDU
9 JAN2M

modern state. There is now an
enviable plethora of agencies and
organisations which are collectively
capable of meeting the challenges of
internal and external subversives
and werroristsr the Intelligence
Bureau, the RAW, the National
Security Guard, the Border Security
Force, the Defence Intelligence. the
CRPF, the ITBP. ete. These
instruments, of course, are in
addition to the more overt tools of
sovereignty, the three wings of the
armed forces. By and large, these
resources have been sufficient 1o
defeat the various challengers — the
Khalistanis. the separatists in Jammu
and Kashmir, and the insurgents in
the North-east.

However, if there is one Jesson in
the recent hijack drama it is that the

Cavailability of instruments is one

thing and the ability to put them to
etficacious use is quite another. The
instruments, after all, are only as
good as the quality of those who use
them and the processes they put in
place for the use of these
instruments. The erosion in the
efficacy of these instruments has
becn going on steadily, but so
preoccupied are we with petty
politics and venal pursuits that the
loss is noticed only when the
country is handed something like
the Kandahar humiliation. No one,
for example, wants to be reminded
of the A.S. Sandhu aftair a few vears
ago; a very fine and very brave
Oftl(,el had to commit suicide
because the petty men who operate
the state system were unwilling to
protect him from harassment and
persecution for acts he performed in
the service of the state,

1t is also untashionable to talk of
the casteist considerations that crept
into appointments/transfers in the
armed forces during the United
Front regime: and, though the
Vajpayee dispensation does not want
to be reminded of the Vishnu
Bhagwat affair, there is no getting
away from the fact that the dismissal
ot a serving Naval Chief suddenly
put a premium on mediocrity,
pliability and second-rateness at the
highest {evel in our national security
set-up. This softness and
vuinerability at the verv core of our
national security had been swept
ander the carpet by the exaggerated
tom-tomming of our presumed
“victory' i the Kargil conflict; now
we have all dhe time in the world to
rue the all-round neptness that was
exhibited on December 24

Above all, let us be honest enough
to understand the most important
Jesson of the hijack drama: second-
rate practitioners of third- rate
politics do not produce the requisite
firsi-rate political will for an
efficacious hard state.



“Hijackers will be tried if they are

nabbed, says Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, which has
steadfastly maintained that the hijackers
of the Indian Airlines plane were not
on its soil, has said, “If we can get hold of
the hijackers, we will try them in
accordance with the law. This is our firm
commitment and we are absolutely
intent on ity y ﬁ;lr

But in the'same Breath foreign office
spokesman Tariq Altaf, in an interview to
CNN on Friday night, accused India of
not providing any information about the
hijackers and instead launching a cam-
paign to declare Pakistan a terrorist
state. “We had, in fact, expected that
India  would give us some
evidence..India has not contacted
Pakistan at all since the ending of the
hijack drama,” Mr Altaf said.

“They (Indians) were in touch with us

during the hijacking and we gave them
all assistance as required by them,” he
claimed, “but since then, they have not
contacted us. Pakistan had to publicly
call for information if any was available
with India as they have been claiming.”

“We had said that they should provide
us whatever information they have or
identity of the hijackers, or transcripts of
their negotiations which they were exclu-
sively holding with the hijackers, so that
we can pursue those. But they had not
given us anything at all.” Mr Altaf.

He alleged New Delhi’s accusation
that Islamabad was behind the recent
hijacking was part of a plan to get
Pakistan declared a terrorist state.”The
accusations are not new. They have been
flying around right from the beginning of
the hijacking of the Indian Airlines

30"

plane. Even before ghe news of the air-
craft was heard while it was on its way to
Dubai and from there to Kandahar, they
(Indians) started accusing us. So this is
not new,” Mr Altaf said.

Meanwhile, buckling under pressure
from the U.S., Pakistan has asked
Maulana Masood Azhar — one of the-
three militants released by India in
exchange for the hostages — to desist
from making outbursts against foreign
countries, including the US.

Masood Azhar, who reached his home
town Bahawalpur on Friday, was advised
by Pakistan’s interior ministry to lie low
and not to agitate public sentiments. The
ministry took the decision after the U.S.
warned Pakistan that it would be held
responsible for all acts of terrorism by
Masood Azhar. (agencies)

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Photo-ops and slaps
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e roet ON The Wr1st

DIPLOMACY HAS -tions of human rights violations in
BLUNDERED BEHIND Kashmir will now carry more weight

since India has virtually invited it to

THE US, SAYS RAJESH  play Supercop in its baclare
' RAMACHANDRAN

Nehru University, however, feels it
was right to appeal to the US. “Our
long-term policy should be to isolate

affairs
Jaswant Singh board-
ed his plane
Kandahar on New
Year’s Eve with the three militants he

" was swapping for the hostages aboard

1C-814, some of his intended co-pas-

. sengers were missing: TV crew.

To recap. A deal had been stitched in
Kandahar. As a result, three militants
lodged in Indian jails were whisked
out bypassing judicial procedure. The
foreign minister decided to be on the
spot. He invited a couple of camera
crew — it was too great a photo
opportunity. Appalled senior officers
rushed to Prime Minister Atal Behart
Vajpayee, who ordered the foreign
minister to drop the cameramen. The
last thing the nation needed was
images of the ignominy of the coun-
try’s foreign minister accompanying
terrorists and handing them over to
the victorious hijackers.

On returning to Delhi, Singh
expressed profound gratitude to the
Taliban, displaying new-found affec-
tion for the regime which allowed the
militants and hijackers to drive off
into the sunset.

These incidents sum up the style and
content of India’s diplomacy in the
last fortnight.

An appeal to Supercop

THE NEW Year began with Singh’s
reiteration of Pakistan’s hand in the
hijacking and his appreciation for the
Taliban. Two days later, Vajpayee fol-
lowed up by asking the US to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state. The US slap
on the wrist was quick.

First, a US official said Washington
needs evidence. Home minister LK
Advani’s “evidence” was not enough.
Then, state department spokesman
James Rubin sternly reminded Vajpa-
yee: “It doesn’t behove other countries
to tell us how to exercise our law.”
This was followed by British high com-
missioner to India Rob Young saying it
was not the UK’s practice to designate
states in that way.

to 1

HEN EXTERNAL Pakistan and expose its links with ter-

minister rorism. As _ ke a C
laration might-seem like a discontinu-

Asking the US to make a dec-

ty in our foreign policy, but it is a wel-

come one since it is based on reality.” -

New Delhi’s US tilt could get more
pronounced. Pressure is already
building for India to sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) prior
to Singh’s next round of talks with US

The government has ignored
the Taliban’s questionable
role, and pointed fingers only
at Pakistan. But the Pakistani
connection can best be
established by linking the
Taliban’s actions with its
known nexus with Pakistan

deputy secretary of state Strobe
Talbott, beginning next Sunday in
London.

A high-power US delegation, includi-
ng the commander-in-chief of the US
Pacific Command, Admiral Dennis BI-
air, four senators and a trade mission is
visiting India shortly. All to pave the
way for a “successful” visit by President
Clinton, whose top priority, with an eye
on history, is to “resolve” Indo-Pak ten-
sions.

WHAT NEW Delhi missed during its
tirade against Pakistan in the last
week is that it is anything but a pariah
state. China nurtured it to balance
India in the region, and it was a vital
cog in the US’ Cold War apparatus.
Its role in containing India and
Russia, regulating Islamic fundamen-
talism, and as a gateway to Central
Asia remains. Further, Washington
does not want Pakistan to collapse
and trigger instability in a region rife
with nuclear weapons, drug money,
fundamentalism and terrorism.

The Vajpayee government obviously
read too much in the US intervention
in Kargil. But Washington did so for
two reasons: One, the Lahore declara-

The US response, say analysts, was tion and Vajpayee’s bus ride were
no surprise. All through the hijack prompted by the Jaswant-Talbott talks,
drama. it had maintained a curious hence the US was obliged to intervene

silence. It took Rubin four days to con-
demn the hijacking, and US “interven-
tion” with the Taliban did not amount
to much. Then, the US has an inde-
pendent strategic relationship with
Islamabad. Hence, say insiders, it was
absurd for New Delhi to expect the US
to declare Pakistan a terrorist state.
“Why should the US do our bid-
ding,” asks a highly placed source,
“when we ourseives haven't with-

drawn our high commissioner from Is-
lamabad? We are a sovereign nation;
if we are so enamoured of the US

practice of declaring other countries
terrorist states, Vajpayee should
declare Pakistan as one.”

Also, with this move, South Block
has accepted the US as the sole
arbiter of the world. Any US allega-

when Pakistan upset the process. Two,
the US wanted to prevent a fullscale
war between two nuclear-weapon
countries. India was losing lives in its
own territory, and was under public
pressure to cross the Line of Control.
This could have panicked Pakistan
into pressing the button.

At Kandahar, *\Xashington had no

such obligation or compulsion. And,
in his hurry to get both New Delhi and
Islamabad to sign the CTBT, Clinton
wants to visit Pakistan as well. (The
Pentagon, say sources, is insistent that
Clinton go there so that US influence
is maintained.) But Pakistan will sign
only if India does so. Hence the US
pressure on India; and its need not to
shun Pakistan.

With the US In Kabul

THE GAINER in the hijack drama
was the Taliban. India gave i de facto
recognition when Singh @fide'd to
land at Kandahar. India’s tactic of dis-
tinguishing between Pakistan and the
Taliban haven’t gained it any foothold
in Kabul; on the contrary, its ally in
Afghanistan, the Northern Allifince,
has grown suspicious. oy

Sources say New Delhi’s;gost—lﬁjack
Afghan policy will only alienate the
Northern Alliance, which was cultivat-
ed to counter the Talibar’s ifffluence
among anti-India militant offanisa-
tions. Thus, India’s Afghan policy will
be more in conspnance with the US’,
which has nurtured the Thliban and has
a quarrel only with Osama biti Laden.

Again, absolving the Talibaht com-
pletely of complicity in the Hijacking
has only weakened India’§ case against
Pakistan. All of Advani's “évidence”
against Islamabad is citgtiftistantial.
On the other hand, considet the “evi-
dence” of Taliban involvement:

One, from the very start, the hijack-
ers wanted to land in Taliban fefritory.
Two, on reaching Kandahar, they sud-
denly got more weapons. Even if this
was from their own baggage in the
cargo hold, it only means that the
local airport helped the hijackers
open the hold. Three, safe passage for
the hijackers was never part of the
negotiations — obviously, it was taken
for granted. Four, at one point, armed
Taliban militia surrounded the aircraft
——was it to put pressure on the hijack-
ers as has been let out, or to send a
signal to India not to try anything
adventurous? Five, the hijackers and
released militants were allowed to
drive away in a vehicle provided by the
Taliban; no government ever helps
terrorists in this way.

Yet, the government has ignored the
Taliban’s questionable role, and point-
ed fingers only at Pakistan. But the
Pakistani connection can best be estab-
lished by linking the Taliban’s actions
with its known nexus with Pakistan. In
this case, negotiating along with the
hijackers to get the militants released,
and helping the released terrorists

reach Pakistan safely. _—
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BUSINESS OF SECRECY!

A doctored report on Kargil presented?

THE special committee on Kargil, under the Chairmanship
of defence analyst, K Subrahmanyam and comprising a
former journalist, a retired military expert and Secretary of
the National Security Council as Member-Secretary, is report-
ed to have handed over its report to the Prime Minister, but
the accompanying note of the secretariat of the Council where
retired bureaucrat Brajesh Mishra rules the roost, raises more
questions than it answers. We are told that Government held
back nothing relevant, correspondence, notes, reports,
whether classified or not were made available. This is as it
should be and Government need to be complimented on keep-
ing the word given when the Committee was set up. The issue
is different. The Secretariat of the NSC would seem to sug-
gest, that the Report handed to the Prime Minister has
already been subjected to a form of censorship. Information,
held by faceless men not to be in the public interest to dis-
close, was excised before it was presented to Atal Behari

Vajpayee. L )gr Ox

Surely there is somethlné ong hel }he Prime Minister
is not a security risk, it would Be equally absurd to treat any
Cabinet Minister in this light. Then why Were the cuts carried
out before the Report was handed over to\the Prime Minister.
The proper procedure would have been to hand over the
Report as written and then perhaps the exercise undertaken
to make it public, to the extent necessary and no more. If
there has been a mistake in stating what actually happened
on the part of Brajesh Mishra’s Secretariat, the wrong impres-
sion should be promptly corrected; if indeed they have dared
to practice censorship on the Prime Minister of the country
then whoever authorised this abuse must be exposed and the
country informed. -0 g} 1N

There has been talk in the air about a Freedom of
Information Act. It has been the view of this newspaper that
in the absence of a healthy climate of openness and trans-
parency, such a move could indeed backfire. There would be
lip service paid to free access to information but the bureau-
crat would ensure that there was a long list of exceptions, dis-
closure of which would be visited by penalties. There is the
recent example of Minister Ram Jethmalani, in charge of
Urban Affairs, wanting to make departmental files of permis-
sions granted and refused being made public. This was
frowned upon and the Cabinet Secretary issued written
instructions countermanding the Minister’s fiat. Today, news-
papers are free to get hold of material the government do not
want made known, they are subject only to the Official Secrets
Act, though this is bad enough. There is no point adding to
laws which in fact inhibit free speech.

This Report was not under the Commissions Of Inquiry Act.
Even Reports which come within the scope of this legislation
are not made public taking advantage of the provision that the
Report together with a report of action taken be tabled in
Parliament, which in effect means publication. By simply
refusing to get on with reports of action taken, government
have avoided publication of the reports themselves. This has

» happened too often to need recount.

Will the Cabinet please consider the Report as written, not
only as allowed. to be seen by the National*Sescurity Council
Secretariat, and take the country into confidence as to what, if
anything, went wrong. The action taken against a- Brigadier
during operations is common knowledge. In fact details have
been leaked to a political party which has, through spokesman
Kapil Sibal, not hesitated to make political capital of it. Isn't it
better tyet the country know?

THE STATESMAN
-9 JAN 20D



V.R. RAGHAVAN/

- Terror at Kandahar

If the citizen feels ‘"
dispensable, he will
not offer the
cooperation the
government needs
to fight terrorism

widely quoted definition of

national security comes

from the American analyst,

Walter Lippmann. It is, “A

nation has security when it
does not have to sacrifice its legitimate
interests to avoid war, and is able, if chal-
lenged, to maintain the war.” The defini-
tion was crafted during the years of
World War II, and reflects the emphasis
on war or the military as the means of
ensuring national security.

Things have changed greatly since
then and in the last decade of the centu-
ry a host of non-military issues are ac-
knowledged to have a bearing on nation-

, k Jammu and Kashmir

was the malaise of
which the hijacking was
the symptom ,

doctors deigned it fit to explain the spe-
cific interest which was more valuable
than the lives of 150 citizens. It was con-
veniently forgotten that there were citi-
zens of other countries on the aircraft
belonging to the government owned air
carrier. In the end, the government
could neither wage war nor maintain
the values it set out to guard. It is now re-
duced to pointing fingers at other coun-
tries and reiterating that India is not a
soft state.
Why. do governments so often lose to
- the terrorist? The answer lies in the way
governments define victory and defeat.
Most governments view arresting, jail-
ing or killing the terrorists as victory.
The Indian government is no exception
to this misplaced notion of dealing with
terrorism. As for the terrorist, every
bomb that goes off is a victory. A suc-
cessful hijack against a country like
India is a colossal victory. A govern-

al security. Some countries nevertheless

continue to view security through the
Lippmann lens and successive Indian
governments have held this belief as the
core of their security policy. The hijack-
ing of IC-814 should bring home the fal-
lacy of such a policy.

The actions of the Indian govern-
ment did little to permit waging war
against the hijackers. The government’s
anti-hijack forces were left flat footed
even as the hijacked aircraft traversed
across half the country’s air space. The
military option having been squan-
dered, the government dithered and de-
layed a quick response, thereby endan-
gering the lives of the hostages.

horns of an avoidable dilemma by de-

bating whether militants should be
released in exchange for the safety of the
hostages. It has now been made clear
that the government kept examining —
till very late and foolishly — a military
option against the hijackers in Kanda-
har. That option had been foreclosed the
moment the aircraft was allowed to get
away from Amritsar.

The government was then confront-
ed with the anger of the relatives of the
hostages and arising wave of public crit-
icism. It then shifted blame on to the
pilot’s talk from the cockpit at Amritsar.
When that did not work, it put out
through its admirers the argument that
national interest was more important
than the lives of the hostages. None
amongst its worthy leaders or its spin

It allowed itself to be caught on the

. The author, is director, Delhi Policy
Group, and former director-general
military operations

ments run to protect buildings, bridges,
airfields with sandbags and barbed wire.
It protects its interests by heavily pro-
tecting the political leaders while leav-
ing the citizen to the mercy of the terror-
ist. It protects objects but does not de-
fend values. Governments acquire the
security hardware but care nothing for
the security software.

In its hasty and unwise action of sug-
gesting that it cares more for its image
than for its citizen’s lives, the govern-
ment of the day demonstrated what the
citizen already suspected. The citizen
now knows that in a crisis he would be
dispensable. Why would the citizen re-
spond to a government’s exhortations in
the future for sacrifices in the national
interest?

which India will need to wage, the

role of the citizen would be critical.
No government, least of all an alliance
government, can win this war without
the full support of the citizen. The state
and the citizen need to be brought closer
than they are now, if they are to cooper-
ate against terrorism. There can bé no
state without the citizen.

The citizen would also be bereft with-
out a state. The state represented by the

In the long war against terrorism

high and mighty leadership and gov-
erned through the bureaucracy cannot
therefore be above the citizen. The trust
between the state and the citizen badly
needs to be restored. Ask the lad who
waves the tricolour when Sachin Ten-
dulkar scores a century. He will say he
waves it for India, but cares little for the
state represented by the governments of
the country.

That sentiment was also echoed by a
released hostage, who felt ashamed that
representatives of other countries had
reached Kandahar before the Indian offi-
cials reached there. What would be the
consequences of this outcome of the hi-
jack? There would cetainly be an up-
surge in the confidence of the terrorist
organizations and their foreign men-
tors.

hey now have confirmation of the

vulnerabilities of the Indian secu-

rity structures. They know now
that it is the political leadership which is
the Achilles heel of Indian security.
‘What the terrorist cannot win by taking
on the Indian military or other security
forces, he would now attempt to obtain
through exploiting the chinks in the
politician’s armour.

Security cannot be predicated solely
on the security forces. Years of over re-
liance on security forces have led to a
false sense of security in the political
leadership of the nation. The answer to
every security incident is to raise yet
more battalions of police and para-mili-
tary forces. In some states the chief min-
isters have abrogated their responsibili-
ty by stating that the Centre should give
‘them more battalions.

Ultimately the answer to terrorism is

" to build the confidence in people’s minds

that the state cares for them. That care
and concern will be demonstrated when
the governments become accountable.

Jammu and Kashmir is the malaise
of which the hijacking was a symptom.
The deeper malaise is of governance
overtaken by a venal official system. It is
a political rather than a security prob-
lem. More and ever more packages of
thousands of crores of rupees are given
unto the state with no perceptible differ-
ence in the quality of life. The repeated
slaughters of innocents evoke only a fly-
ing visit by a Central minister and
promises of more battalions.These are
the fields insensitive governments sow
and terrorists reap.

The conflict in Jammu and Kashmir
is far from the minds of the political
leadership. The hijacking has brought it
into the people’s minds. Kargil had earli-
er brought it into the citizens’ hearts.
That is where the terrorist seeks to
reach.

Through the hearts and minds of the
people the terrorist and his masters
hope to get at the Indian state. The ter-
rorists are professionals. The hijacking
has shown them that the state is being
handled by amateurs.
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Systemic Collapse

Bungli
ungling

AP

can keep your head when

HE recent hijacking of IC 814
/ 4 was not only a traumatic expe-
* rience for the passengers but also
tested the mettle of this nation to
stand up to such incidents of terror-
ism. The hijacking was an act of po-
litical terrorism and the available
indicators point to Pakistani organ-
isations as being active promoters
of this outrage. Political terrorism
has been defined By Grant Ward-
law, a scholar, as the use or threat of
use of violence by an individual or
a group whether acting for or in op-
position to established authority
when such action is designed to cre-
ate extreme anxiety and/or fear in-
ducing effects in a target group big-
ger than the immediate victims
with the purpose of coercing that
group into acceding to the political
demands of the perpetrators.

Terror and Anxiety

Aircraft hijacking has become a
preferred terrorist act because it is
able to subject a large number of
people — millions watching televi-
sion sets — to extreme anxiety or
fear and gives the terrorists total
control over the lives of 100 to 300
passengers in an extremely fragile
environment. Since aerial hijacking
is often a transnational crime, it is
highlighted by the international
electronic media and flashed all
over the world. Since most airports
in industrialised countries have ef-
fective checks against weapons be-
ing taken into the aircraft, terrorists
often look for vulnerable points in
aircraft routes where the security
system can be subverted or by-
passed. In this respect, developing
countries provide greater opportu-
nities for the hijackers. The induc-
tion of wide-bodied jets have also
compelled hijacking operations to
become a team effort involving
four or five people.

The main objective of this act of
terror is to obtain the publicity ac-
companying it and to secure the re-
lease of other terrorists in custody
in the target state. The hostages
when taken are assets to the terror-
ists and are meant to be used as
bargaining chips. There have been
cases in which a hostage or two has
been killed but those cases are
more the exception than the rule.
However, terrorists have to resort
to frequent threats to kill during
the hijacking in order to heighten
the anxiety and fear of the viewing

audience and generate pressure

from them on the state with which
the terrorists are negotiating.

The terrorists’ attempt to listen
to international radio channels to
ascertain public reaction and then
calibrate their moves to generate a
further sense of terror and anxiety
through application of pressure on
the victims and the public an-
nouncement of the same. These are
standard features of any hijacking.
The Kandahar one was somewhat
different from others since the hi-
jackers and the aircraft were in a
territory not totally hostile to them.
The hijackers had no worries about
their getaway. While there were de-
clarations about storming the air-
craft if they harmed the hostages,
there were also reassurances to the
hijackers that no foreign forces
would be allowed to operate in that
airfield.

In these circumstances, the first
duty of the state and media com-
mitted to thwart the designs of ter-
rorists is to reduce the anxiety and
concern of the families of hostages
and of the public at large. In this re-
spect, both the Indian state and me-
dia, with some minor exceptions,
failed miserably. On the very first
day, the government should have
taken steps to brief the media
about the profiles of hijacking, and
set up a centre to provide correct,
authentic and the latest available
information to the relatives, the
media and the public. An effort
should have been made to contact
former airline captains and crew
members who have hadgxperience
of earlier hijackings.

Media Callousness

Similarly, passengers who have
been through this ordeal before
could have been called to reassure
people. The ambassadors and high
commissioners of countries which
had their nationals in the hijacked
aircraft could have been inter-
viewed on television to show that
the international community was
with India and shared our ordeal.
The government and government-
owned media should have solicited
the help of people with real exper-
tise to comment on the hijacking,
Above all, the government should
have arranged accommodation for
all the concerned families.and or-
ganised prayer meetings and coun-
selling. If these measures had been
adopted there would have been no
public demonstrations.

The government machinery was
incompetent and indifferent. The

All Around on the Hijac] ’ing

D47 By K SUBRAHMANYAM

media as a whole cannot be expect-
ed to be more competent than the
government since they come fron
the same segment of society whict
produces the bureaucracy anc
politicians, Instead of reassurance
the public got a whole set of
commentators, who, by and large
competed with each other in deep-
ening the anxiety and concern of
the families and the nation. No at-
tempt was made to go into the his-
tory of hijackings and highlight the
low probability of the hostages
coming to serious harm. Pakistam
propaganda was freely quoted in
sections of our media to show that
the hostages were on the verge of
collapse. The callousness of sec-
tions of our media and their fla-
grant violation of the privacy ot
grief were beyond belief. This reac-
tion of the media was undoubtedly
conveyed to the hijackers in the air-
craft by Pakistani channels and the
hijackers calibrated their pressure
on fhe hostages and the govern-
ment.

Enhance Competence

Having never gone through the
history of hijackings, the govern-
ment and the media never told the
country that even the toughest
states have given in and yielded to
the demands of terrorists on cer-
tain occasions. The issue was posed
in the black and white terms of vic-
tory or surrender. Only three years
ago, Israel was compelled to re-
lease the head of Hamas in a
hostage exchange.

The mutual recriminations dur-
ing and after the hijacking is a sign
of incompetence both of society
and the nation as a whole. As a
young and developing nation, only
53 years old, we have our limita-
tions. The first step in enhancing our
competence is to recognise that as a
nation, all sections of our society
need to enhance their respective
competences and this needs collec-
tive and cooperative effort, con-
structive and not destructive criti-
cism and, above all, a binding sense
of unity of purpose. This hijacking
was a wake-up call to the nation as a
whole. It revealed not only the in-
competence
of the gov-
ernment
machinery
but serious
flaws in the
way in which
we function”
as asociety” =
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-CBI forms
feam to

probe
" hijack .

STATE MAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DEDHI, Jan. 9. — CBI
has set up & special investiga-

tion team to probe the 24
December hijack of the
Kathmandu-Delhi Indian
Airlines flight IC 814.

All aspects, including the
alleged goof at Amritsar's Raja
Sansi airport, the reported
security lapse at Kathmandu's
Tribhuvan International air-
port, and involvement of
Pakistani High Commission
officials at the

cies, and the Unlon home and

external affairs ministries. The
investigators will travel to
Dubai and Kathmandu, offi-
cials said. Indian Intelligence
reports about Kathmandu
being an ISI base will be fol-
lowed up, and the team will try
to establish the possible direct
link between the ISI and the
air pirates.

The SIT will study the
dossiers of all 36 militants
whose release the hijackers
had initially sought. Three —

Mawulana

Nepalese capi- — Masood Azhar,
~tal, will be FAKE PASSPORTS Mushtag

investigated. MUMBAL Jan. 9. — A Clty Ahmed Zargar
h ’ghdeb team, | t15ve] agent and two of his %nd Ashmeg
eade ¢ dy acgten~ staff have been arrested by sr?l’fh aye
R}I’J(I)\;[I}J S;xre 9T, | the crime branch for alleged- Ietl' - twelre
'!il ; :rm}f" ly supplying fake passports “1 ! Kéa ely
will go into the | ¢y 41,0 four IST agents picked | Feleased.
possible Extradition:

involvement of
Pakistan's ISI
in the hijacking.
Over 150 pas-
sengers and
flight crew
spent  eight
days as host-
ages of the five
lgijackers on

oard the plane.

The SIT's first, |23y — PTI

of IC 814.

up on 30 December for hav-
ing links with the hijackers

Investigators swooped on
Suresh Bhatt Nathe's central
Mumbai shop, Seven Travels
yesterday, and arrested him
and two employees, Prakash
Jadhav and Vishnu Yeram. A
local court has remanded all
three in 14 days' police cus-

India is likely
to seek the ex-
tradition of
Ahmed Omar
Sayed Sheikh,
the British hi-
jacker of Pak-
istani origin,
should he sur-
face in Britain,
adds ~ TANS.
from London.

priority would be to interrogate
the four Harkat-ul Ansar men
arrested in Mumbai on 30
December. The hijackers had
sent a message to one of them
from Kandahar, agking him to
convey to a'certain London-
based journalist that the
Airbus would be blown up if
India did not meet their
demands. Police found pho-
tographs of the hijackers on
the arrested quartet, besides
seizing arms, ammunition and
explosives.

Helping the CBI team would
be Central Intelligence agen-

Britain has indicated Sheikh
may be tried under the Indo-
British extradition treaty or the
anti-terrorists Act, says PTI.

IANS reported that India has
presented evidence to contra-
dict an argument by the
British foreign office that
Sheikh can return to his family
because he had not been con-
victed of any offence.

New Delhi informed London
the hijacker had been convicted
of two charges in India.

® Masood calls for
mediation on J&K, page 8

RSN
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_India for extradition
of hijackers .

L} \ By J. Venkatesan 7 ‘) » operatlon However, if only some

NEW 1, JAN. 5. The Indian Gov-
ernment would soon seek the ex-
tradition of the five militants
responsible for hijacking an Indi-
an Airlines aircraft from Kath-
mandu in Nepal to Kandahar in
Afghanistan, according to the
Union Law Minister, Mr. Ram
Jethmalani. Talking to The Hindu
here today, he said, ‘‘whatever
might be the pretensions of Pakis-
tan, nobody has any doubt that
the hijackers are Pakistani agents.
I have no doubt that Pakistan is in
conspiracy with the hijackers who
are serving its cause. The inferen-
ce is that they had taken refuge in
Pakistan, where they are now he-
roes. As that country is a signatory
to the Hague and Montreal con-
ventions on hijacking, it was its
duty to try the hijackers, if not ex-
tradite them to India.”

He said, “already there is plenty
of evidence to show that they are
Pakistani nationals. However,
once we are sure that the hijack-
ers have been given protection in
Pakistan, we will make a formal
request for extraditing them to In-
dia as there is no chance of their
being tried in that country.”

Asked why no storming oper-
ation was carried out to rescue
the hostages, the Minister said, “'if
the plane had been crippled at
Amritsar, we would have been in
a better bargaining position.
When we failed in Amritsar, how
can we expect this to be done in
Kandhar. To my knowledge no re-
quest was made to the Taliban re-
gime to carry out a storming

pressure had been brought about
by the United Nations Security
Council, the Taliban forces might
have conducted a storming oper-
ation to save the passengers.”

He said though India did not
take any initiative to convene the
Security Council, the Council
could have suo motu discussed
this problem and exerted some
pressure.

If a resolution had been adopt-
ed condemning the incident,
storming operations would have
gained legitimacy. He regretted
that the Council did not take any
action in this regard. Also no in-
ternational pressure was exerted
by the Western countries.

Mr. Jethmalani felt that the Ta-
liban regime, which claimed it
was the de facto government in
Afghanistan, had an obligation
under the international conven-
tions (to which Afghanistan was a
signatory), to capture the hijack-
ers and hand them over to India.

“But Taliban forces have a
practical problem. They are in-
debted to Osama Bin Laden who
has helped and encouraged them
to take control of most areas in
Afghanistan”he said.

On the steps the Government
proposed to take to prevent such
incidents, the Minister said some
measures had already been intro-
duced to strengthen the security
at “‘suspicious airports”, particu-
larly where no visas were re-
quired.

Bill on Law Commission
soon: Page 15
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The grim story of
bungled negotiations
during the hijack of
IC 814 yields a few
moments of bizarre

entertainment o

() -
or journalists reporting one
grave crisis after another;, life
would have been grim if it
were not for situations which
are bizarre in the midst of

these crises.

When innocent Sikhs were being
butchered in Dethi after Indira Gandhi’s
murder, orders went out from the army
headquarters to move a unit to the capi-
tal to reinforce the inadequate security
arrangements. It was only after the unit
set out from Pune that the army’s top
brass realized that the regiment which
was being sent to the capital was made
up of Sikhs. Half way into their journey,
the unit was diverted to another city.

After the demolition of the Babri
Masjid, the authorities similarly
despatched an army unit to Ayodhya,
but discovered too late that there was a
problem. The battle cry of the unit was
“Jai Sri Ram”. Once the unit reached
Ayodhya, it was ordered to change its
battle cry to “Har Har Mahadev”

o be fair, such bizarre siil)a{ti

are not unigue to India. When the

president of the United States, Bj
Clinton, decided to send his troops ino
Mogadishu to check the disintegratio
of the Somali state, the US army started
looking for American citizens who
spoke the Somali language. It was not
easy, but ultimately a young marine
called Hussain Aideed was appointed as
the interpreter and liaison officer.

It was not until many weeks later —
and after the Americans had suffered ca-
sualties — that the Pentagon realized
Hussain Aideed was the son of Mo-
hammed Farah Aideed, the very Somali
warlord whom the US forces were trying
to subdue.

Of all the stories which one has
heard about the recent hijacking of Indi-
an Airlines flight IC 814, the most
bizarre is the one about how the min-
istry of external affairs first heard of
the sky piracy.

The airport control tower in Lue-
know was the first to pick up the mes-
sage from IC 814 that the aircraft had
been hijacked. Simultaneously, the
prime minister’s aircraft, which was re-
turning from Patna to Delhi, also picked
up the radio message.

Not surprisingly, the airport control
tower in Lucknow was at sixes and sev-
ens over the emergency message. How-

.

DIPLOMACY ¢ K P NAYAR

come

k There is little sympa-
thy among New Delhi’s
diplomatic community.
for Indian diplomacy
which is now whining
that the Americans
let India down ,

ever, that did not prevent air controliers
from talking about the hijack to all and
sundry at Lucknow airport. They did a
thorough job of gossiping, but took their
own sweet time to convey the message to
the right peopie in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, one lowly police consta-
ble on duty at the airport was among
those who had picked up the gossip. He
was Beholden to a senior officer in South
Block who had once done the constablea
good turn. The officer, Ajay Singh, joint
secretary (security), needless to add, is
not a professional diplomat. The exter-
nal affairs minister, Jaswant Singh, who
has known him for many years brought
him to the MEA to clean the Augean sta-
bles of South Block’s security.

Ajay Singh, who has areputationasa
cop with a heart, isalso said to command
extreme loyalty across the board — and
cutting across ranks — in the police
force, wherever he has worked. The loy-
alty of the constable at Lucknow airport
was, on Christmas eve, a godsend to
South Block.

As soon as the constable picked up
the gossip at Lucknow airport about the
hijack, he went to an STD booth in the
terminal building, spent his own money
and called up Ajay Singh in the hope that
the information may be of use to him.

Ajay Singh, who was completely
taken aback, straightaway informed the
foreign secretary, Lalit Mansingh. The
foreign secretary, the cautious diplomat
that he is, naturally asked Ajay Singh to
confirm the tip-off so that he could act
onit.

Since South Block had come to hear
about the hijack in so bizarre a fashion,
it is not surprising that its mandarins
were way off the mark in their assess-
ments of the crisis or in their efforts to
find a way out of it.

There is little sympathy among New
Delhi’s large diplomatic community for
Indian diplomacy whining in the after-
math of the hijack that the Americans
let India down. And the attitude of these
diplomats reflects the considered opin-
ion of their governments that India’s re-
cent expectations from the US have been
not only unrealistic but also immature.

ake, for instance, the landing at
Minhad air base hear Dubai. Offi-

cials of the US administration are
now putting out the story that they tried
to persuade Dubai to detain the plane at
Minhad and terminate the hijacking
there. According to these officials, Dubai
did not want to get involved in the hi-
jacking lest it should subsequently be at
the receiving end of an Islamic backlash
for any help given to India.
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The tragedy is not that the Ameri-
cans are putting out this story, but that
the Indians — including some ministers
whom the US envoy, Richard Celeste, has
met recently — are swallowing it hook,
line and sinker.

Minhad, for the uninitiated, is an air
base located in Dubali, but it is not con-
trolled by Dubai authorities. Originally
meant to be Dubai’s second airport, it
was converted into an air base during
the Iragi occupation of Kuwait and
placed totally under the charge of the US
air force for operations against Iraq.

After the Persian Gulf war, the air
base reverted to local authorities, but
only nominally But meanwhile, the
armed forces of the United Arab Emi-
rates were unified, liquidating the cen-
tral military command which was
Dubai’s fiefdom. What this means is that
although Minhad is in Dubali, it is actu-
ally under the charge of the unified UAE
defence command.

is Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed,

son of Abu Dhabi ruler and UAE
president, Shaikh Zayed. The chief of
UAE’s secret police is Shaikh Hazaa, an-
other son of Shaikh Zyed. It is one of the
worst kept secrets in the Persian Gulf
that the US played a key role, post-gulf
war, in unifying the UAE defence com-
mand. An apocryphal story in the Per-
sian Gulf is that these two sons of
Shaikh Zayed do not even rearrange the
furniture in their offices without con-
sulting Martin Indyk, US assistant sec-
retary of state for the Near East, a for-
mer ambassador to Israel. It indicates
the kind of influence that the US has
over the UAE defence set up, of which
Minhad is a part.

The Americans are, therefore, cor-
rect in saying that Dubai was not in a po-
sition to detain the Indian plane. They
could not have, even if they wanted to.
Only the two sons of the Abu Dhabi
ruler, who are in charge of defence and
the secret police, could have stopped the
plane. The million dollar question is:
was India able to persuade Indyk to talk
to either of these princes?

When India opened the high profile
anti-terrorist dialogue with the US some
months ago, this column had warned
that New Delhi was chasing a mirage.
The UAE experience involving the US
during the hijack should be an eye open-
er to those in the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government who believe that
India and the US are potential allies.

The US did not become a super power
by protecting the interests of other
countries. It remains a super power by
ensuring that its own interests are well
taken care of. America will go along
with India in New Delhi’s efforts to
contain and fight terrorism. But it will
not fight India’s battle against terror.
IC 814 has, hopefully, disabused any illu-
sions South Block may have had in this
regard.

The chief of the unified command
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%npelling/ proof of Pak

terrorist activities: envoy

NEW YORK: Evidence of Pak-
istan’s involvement in the recent
Indian airlines plane hijack and
other terrorist activities is “over-
whelming” and India has provided
“conclusive proof” of that, Indian
ambassador to d}he U.S. Naresh
Chandra has saidl., .

Talking to repol'}et‘s%n 'I\l’éuy,
he said terrorism from Pakistan
was not Kashmir-specific and that
its effects had been felt worldwide,
including New York where World
Trade Centre was bombed.

“Even if the Kashmir issue were
to be resolved today, Pakistani ter-
rorism would not stop,” he said.
“The hijackers were Pakistanis, they
sought the release of Pakistani ter-
rorists and escaped into Pakistan
along with released prisoners,” he
said, wondering what more proof
was needed to show Islamabad’s in-
volvement. Mr Chandra said ter-
rorism was being encouraged by
rogue agencies in Pakistan and the
common man had nothing to do
with it. In fact, they themselves were
as much victims of these terrorist
activities as those outside, he said.

He strongly rejected the criticism
of the Indian government’s han-

dling of the hijacking crisis, saying
that in such situations there were
no clear cut solutions but often
murky options. The only thing that
could be done was to select the best
possible option, he said.

Asked on India’s inability to con-
vince the U.S. about Pakistan’s in-
volvement, Mr Chandra said Wash-
ington didn’t require convincing as
there were several reports from its
own agencies detailing terrorist ac-
tivities from Pakistan.

The only thing the U.S. did not do
under its law was declare Pakistan a
terrorist state, but the administra-
tion’s spokesmen have all along
been saying that the case is under
constant review, Mr Chandra said.
“However, that does not mean that
Washington does not believe in
what India has been saying,” he said.

Mr Chandra also objected to
Maulana Masood Azhar being re-
ferred to as a religious leader. “He is
a terrorist and not a religious leader.
Which religion teaches terrorism?”
he asked. Mr Chandra said Masood
Arzhar initially spoke against both
India and the U.S. However, after
the U.S. sought action against him,
he toned his criticism down. ¢er)
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“Kashmiri group asks Pak to arrest hijackers

LONDON: A London-based Kash-
miri group has asked Pakistan to
arrest the hijackers of the Indian
Airlines aircraft and try them if Is-
lamabad wanted to convince the

world thatitw not involved in the
hijacking.

The 1mmed1a e arrest al of
the five hijackers by 1stan

would go a long way in convincing
the world that its intelligence
agency IST had nothing to do with
the hijacking, M. Anwar Khan,
chairman of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Peace Committee for Europe,
said in a statement here.

Pakistan’s failure to trace the hi-
jackers would certainly give the im-
pression that authorities in Islam-

abad have not only left the sky pi-
rates free but have also facilitated
Maulana Masood Azhar and two
other militants, freed by India, in
planning a mass recruitment drive
for a fresh ‘jehad’ (holy war)
against India in Kashmir, he said.

Immediately after his release
Azhar declared his ‘jehad’ on
both India and the U.S. But a few
days later he suspended the call
against the U.S. without giving any
reason, Mr Khan said, adding per-
haps the reason was known to Pak-
istan military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharraf.

Countering Pakistan’s charge
that the hijacking was master-mind-
ed by the Indians themselves as

part of their ongoing conspiracy to
have Pakistan declared a terrorist
state, Mr Khan asked, “If India had
masterminded the hijacking, would
they not have done all in their pow-
er to publicise affiliation of the hi-
jackers to one of the known Pak-
istani terror groups.”

Again, if India was itself respon-
sible, then why were only three
mullahs to be released. Were they
really Indian undercover agents,
Mr Khan asked in a statement.

“If, as according to Mr Khan, the
hijackers were indeed Indians and
were carrying out a plan devised by
the Indian authorities, then surely
he should be thanking them for this
act of irrationality. (P
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inquiry team into how five Muslim militants were
able to hijack an Indian Airlines Airbus flying from
Kathmandu to New Dethi on Christmas eve has been
delayed. Official sources said the findings of the
hlja(,k probe committee would be released in two
weeks’ time. The team. headed by former police
inspector general Hem Bahadur Singh. had been due
to hand over their report on Monday.

Nepalese hoteliers and tourism bosses have urged
an early release of the findings into how the militants
boarded a passenger plane carrying about 200 peo-
ple at Kathmandu. The hijack eventually ended in
southern Afghanistan a few hours béfore New
Year's eve, when India released three Pakistani mil-
itants from jail. The hijackers were also allowed to

Nepal hijack report delayed

Kathmandu, Jan. 13: A report by a Nepa ese\%

ave Afghanistan unhindered.

uring their eight days on board, they stabbed one
phssenger to death and criss-crossed the middle-east
ing to northern India, Pakistan, and Dubai before
being grarted permission to land at Kandahar.

During the hijacking, India alleged the hijackers
had flown from Pakistan to Nepal and walked on to
the Indian Airlines plane unchallenged with their
weapons. Indian Airlines has suspended regular
flights to Kathmandu. Meanwhile. tourism bosses
blame the incident for a downturn in the number of
Indmn tourists visiting Nepal.

A sentor official of the Hotel Association Of Nepal
and an official of the ministry of tourism and civil
aviation said on Thursday that Indian tourist num-
bers were down to 70 per cent. (AFP)
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Tough anti-terrori

~ Jay Raina
New Delhi, January 1&2\(\’\

HE GOVERNMENT
Tintends to enact a new anti-

terrorism law providing for
severe punishment for terrorist-
related crimes, including offences
connected with hijacking of an air-
craft.

"The new legislation, which is
essentially aimed at combating
international terrorism, will take
care of all hijacking incidents that
flow from such criminal activities,"
highly placed sources told The
Hindustan Times.

A draft legislation on this count
is presently being finalised in con-
sultation  with  the Law
Commission of India and the
Government is expected to ensure
its enactment during the ensuing
Budget session of Parliament.

Senior officials involved in the
drafting of the new legislation are
understood to be looking closely
into similar anti-terrorism legisla-

tions operating m some of the \ in the recent hijacking of an Indian

developed countries, the US and
UK in particular.

The sources maintained that
India’s security forces involved in
combating terrorism sponsored
from across the borders were feel-
ing seriously constrained in the
absence of a comprehensive anti-
terrorism law. According to rough
estimates the number of casualties
in this violence during the last 15
years stands at 30,000.

"Anti-terrorism laws in the West
are extremely stringent though the
number of people killed in such
violent incidents in these countries
is akin to peanuts,” the sources
averred. The new Indian law would
address itself to twin objectives -
providing severe punishments and
also taking care of protecting the
human rights.

However, even before the new
legislation is enacted, the existing
law of the land, including three
international conventions, could
take care of the offenders involved

Airlines Airbus.

India has already enforced
(legally) all the three international
conventions against hijacking,
passed in Tokyo (1963), the Hague
(1970) and Montreal (1971)
respectively through the
Suppression of Unlawful Activities
against the Safety of Civil Aviation
Act, 1982.

Over 1060 countries, including
India, Pakistan, Nepal and
Bangladesh, are signatories to
these conventions. Section (4) of
the Montreal Convention provides
for life imprisonment of the hijack-
ers and others abetting such a
crime, besides other severe penal-
ties.

The sources said that Pakistan
had already breached the conven-
tion by providing shelter to the five
hijackers and three dreaded ter-
rorists swapped against the safe
release of the A plane's hostages.
"We have details over the move-
ment of the eight offenders from

- o |7 o 0
sm law in pipeline

Kandahar to their safe havens
inside Pakistan," they indicat-
ed."We are awaiting the response
of the international community
(read the UN Security Council
members especially the US),”" the
sources said, while asserting that
India was in possession of
irrefutable evidence of Pakistan's
involvement in the hijacking
episode.

The sources maintained that
Pakistan had no choice except for
either prosecuting the offenders or*
responding favourably to India's
request for their extradition under
international conventions.

The sources indicated that
Pakistanr could face severe sanc-
tions from the international com-
munity if it continued to breach
international conventions both in
letter and spirit. "India is in touch
with the World powers over
Pakistan's breach of international
law as spelt out in the UN's con-
ventions over the issue," they
added.
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India asks Pak
to extradite

(\"‘\ o0
o hijac

By Seema Guha

NEW RELHI: After publicly
pointing \a finger at Pakistan’s
complicity in the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines plane and asking
the international community to
brand Pakistan a terrorist state,
India remembered that Islamabad
should also be formally informed
of its role in the hijacking.

Foreign secretary Lalit
| Mansingh summoned Pakistan
high  commissioner  Ashraf

Jehangir Qazi to his office and
issued a note verbale on the hijack-
ing. Pakistan has been asked to
apprehend the five hijackers,
assumed to be in Pakistan, and
hand them over for prosecution in
India.

Significantly, Pakistan was also
reminded that “India reserved the
right to take further measurers as
appropriate.” What these measur-
ers could be are open to interpre-
tation. Could they be diplomatic
or military? Would it mean a U.S.
or Israeli style attack on terrorist
camps operating in PoK. U.S. mis-
siles had attacked Osama Bin
Laden’s camp in Afghanistan in
retaliation for the bombing of its
embassies in Africa.

In a statement, the ministry of
external affairs said Pakistan had
a legal obligation as a party to UN
conventions against hijacking to
hand over the men to India.

99 ) b
kers

Pakistan is a signatory to the
Montreal (1971) and Hague
(1970) conventions as well as a
SAARC document for suppres-
sion of terrorism. Islamabad
therefore had “a clear legal obliga-
tion” to “report to the
International  Civil  Aviation
Organisation all relevant informa-
tion in its possession regarding the
hijacking and the action taken
against the offender,” the MEA
statement said.

MEA spokesman Raminder
Singh Jassal explained why India
took so long to put across its sus-
picions to Pakistan. “These things
take time. We were engaged in
completing all the legal and offi-
cial formalities before presenting
our case,” he said.

Islamabad has from the start
said that it had no hand in the
hijacking. Mr Qazi rejected all
charges that his government was
linked to the hijacking.

India pointed out that the
released terrorists had been spot-
ted in Pakistan and PoK. “Given
that a large number of terrorists
whose release was sought were
Pakistani nationals and that the
first destination chosen by the
hijackers was Lahore, there was
strong ground to believe that the
hijackers were currently in
Pakistan.”
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Security panel
for restructuring
of armed forces

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, January 18

HE NATIONAL Security

I Advisory Board has recom-

mended that the country's
defence budget should be
increased to three per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
The current figure is around 23
per cent. ?, ‘ M,Jﬁ

The board h:?s%v‘!n.‘t;}%g recom-
mendation in its strategic defence
review (SDR). It is understood
that the review has also called for
the setting up of a defence plan-
ning and strategic group under the
National Security Council. The
group will be for integrated plan-
ning and budgeting, and a restruc-
turing of the armed forces.

Mr K. Subrahmanyam heads the
NSAB. It had submitted the review
to the Vajpayee Government in
mid-December. The document is
presently being studied and evalu-
ated by the Government.

The board suggests overhauling
of the network for better synergy in
collection and collation of human
and electronic intelligence. The
SDR has recommended that the
Government should think in terms
of a national intelligence set-up
encompassing external, internal,
para-military forces and armed
forces' intelligence wings.

The SDR had attracted a lot of
hype after the Pokhran-II tests. It
was conceived to be the document
that would shape India's future
defence posture. It was mandated
to plug gaps in strategic affairs,
technological requirements and
defence planning of the country.
However, this NSAB document
appears to be an exercise in gener-

-1t

Ll \)/ith a ‘ew innovative sparks.

For instance, the SDR recom-
mends that a board be set up to
identify strategic technologies for
future development of the defence
profile of the armed forces. The
proposed board will give directions
to the defence research and devel-
opment units to work on these
identified strategic technologies so
that these can be indigenously
developed or imported.

Defence analysts point out that
there is nothing new in the recom-
mendation. The Indian Army has
had a Strategic Technologies
Environment Assessment (STEA)
Board for the past decade or so.
The primary purpose of the STEA
Board is to identify critical tech-
nologies that need to be acquired
by the Army for its future growth.

The NSAB document also differs
from the Indian Navy's perception
of energy security on the "Silk
Road" of this millennium (from
nine  degree  channel in
Lakshadweep to Malacca Straits
near the Malaysian peninsula).
The Navy's view that was formulat-
ed in the form of Indian Navy's
SDR (submitted in April 1998) was
that this route could be used as a
lever for defence diplomacy as 50
per cent of the world's oil passes
through this route.

Instead, the NSAB document has
called for the setting up of an ener-
gy management group.

This suggestion is based on the
theory that country's energy
demands will spiral if India is to
achieve a target of 6-7 per cent
growth per annum. Thus, it lays
emphasis on the management of

energy resources of the country |

rather than energy security.

B ——
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\}wf'Tndla steps up
Ppressure o
Yhijackers isStg!
By Our Special Correspondent

' NEW DELHI, JAN.19. India tdday
sought to intensify international
pressure for the extradition of the
hijackers of the Indian Airlines
plane, which was taken to Kanda-
har, Afghanistan.

In an official letter to the Presi-
dent of the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO), the
Indian representative at the head-

i quarters of this organisation, Mr.

A.P Singh, cited the legal grounds

on which the hijackers could be

extradited. Mr. Singh pointed out

to the relevant articles of the 1971

Montreal Convention and the

, Hague convention which could
be invoked for the extradition of
the hijackers of 1C-814.

According to the note verbale,
India is legally empowered to ‘ex-
ercise jurisdiction over the hijack-
ers as the hijacked plane was
registered in India.

Pakistan, the note said, was le-
gally obliged to take the hijackers

. into custody as there are “strong
grounds”’ to believe that the des-
peradoes were Pakistani nation-
als. The ICAO is empowered to
insist that Islamabad locate the
offenders and take them and their
accomplices into custody and ex-
tradite or prosecute them in ac-
cordance with Pakistani laws
based on the two conventions.

India, according to a foreign
office spokesman, has moved the
ICAO to highlight the hijack epi-
sode worldwide and to facilitate
the apprehension of the hijackers
should they be outside Pakistani
territory.

Passport agents held
PTI reports from Mumbai:

In a major development, city
police yesterday arrested seven
persons for issuing bogus driving
licences and passports to the hi-
jackers of the 1C-814 and their as-
sociates, including Isi agents.

Police today said four of those
arrested in the bogus passport
racket were Mahmood Sadai, Sul-
tan Vani, Junaid Belam and Dilip
Navani, while those involved in
issuing bogus driving licenses to
the ISI agents have been identi-
fied as Mehboob Khan, Ismail
Chunnawala and Abdul Mull/a/'
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WANTED, A POLITICAL STRATEGY

IN ITS RESPONSE to the rise in terrorism and
militancy in Kashmir, the Centre has focussed
only on what it calls an ‘offensive strategy’ to
meet the security challenges. Whatever the new
or revised ingredients of this counter-insurgen-
cy operation, there can be no let-up in the vio-
lence unless New Delhi evolves a political
strategy to address the peculiar problems of this
border State. Any counter-offensive by the se-
curity forces is limited to the point of contain-
ing the violence and the spread of terrorism in
the State. It is obvious that militancy in the
post-Kargil phase has become more strident
thanks to the large-scale intrusions of foreign
mercenaries and terrorists trained abroad. But
it cannot be denied that post-Kandahar, the
militant groups have upped the ante, having
secured a morale booster in the trade-off of
jailed terrorists for innocent hostages of an In-
dian Airlines flight. The offensive strategy
worked out at a special review chaired by the
Prime Minister himself must be viewed in this
scenario. The Centre must realise that security
is but one thread in the complex matrix in
Kashmir that has to be dealt with carefully, but
swiftly.

The decision to set up another unified
command north of the Zojila Pass may be im-
perative in the post-Kargil scenario. But the
question remains, has the unified command
proved effective in dealing with increased mil-
itancy? The Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah, has stuck to his usual demand — re-
lease more funds for development and security.
He must realise that during the past three years
and more, he has not been able to bring the
situation under control. No policy can succeed
unless the people are convinced that it is in
their interests. Dr. Abdullah has neither been
able to contain militancy nor has he provided
an efficient or responsive administration. He
cannot hope to do that with funds alone. Too

much focus on security and counter-insurgen-
¢y is bound to alienate the people even more. It
is high time the Centre looked for credible po-
litical initiatives to wean the people away from
terrorism and militancy. With no development
taking place, no jobs in sight, no revival of the
tourism industry and continued pressure from
both the security forces and the militant
groups, where can the people t rn for comfort
and succour? \ \ Q \

All this does not minimise the Xcunty
challenge in Kashmir. In the post Kargil and
Kandahar scenario, suicide squads and bombs
are becoming commonplace and they are tar-
geting not only Army establishments but also
markets and bus stands. True, Dr. Abdullah
warned of the large-scale intrusions of militants
even as the operations were on along the Line
of Control last year. The impact of that incur-
sion is now being felt in Kashmir and the mil-
itants have been emboldened by the success at
Kandahar. India cannot afford to give the im-
pression of being a ‘soft State’, but it cannot
also give a handle to the campaign from across
the border that the situation in Kashmir is re-
pressive and the people are being terrorised in
the name of counter-insurgency operations.
That is why it becomes imperative to tackle this
sensitive problem from various angles — politi-
cal, social and economic — without compro-
mising on security, law and order. The Centre
and the State must segregate the moderates
from the hardliners, open a political dialogue
and strengthen the hands of the moderates. It
may be useful to initiate an all-party dialogue in
Kashmir to deal with the people’s problems in-
stead of depending only on the National Con-
ference or the security forces. What is needed is
a pro-active policy on Kashmir that puts the
people first and involves them in both devel-
opment and security.
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'NAG missiles made more atcurate

M ‘Fire and Fo;%et technology used | |s

R SHANKAR
HYDERABAD, JAN 22

INDIA has developed a new\
‘Fire and Forget’ (F&F) technol-
ogy for the NAG range of anti-
tank missiles.

Announcing this at the an-
nual meeting of the Aeronautical
Society of India here on Friday,
Dr A. Sivathanu Pillai, chief con-
troller of research and develop-
ment (R&D), Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO)), said the F&F technol-
ogy was unique and first of its
kind in the world.

According to him, the special
infrared-seekers first hunt for the
target following which the missile

‘recognises’ the target and slams
into it using special guxdance
techniques.

“With this, NAG would be-

come the first thnrd-ge ratlon&}
antl-tank missile in the world,”
Pillai said in a special talk on ‘Ad-
vances in Missile Technology’.

The F&F guidance system
uses special imaging infrared-
secker and millimetric wave-
seeker technologies capable of
hunting targets with great preci-
sion.

The next step would be to
provide to NAG special embed-
ded ‘on-board hunters’ that can
hunt for targets using ‘day seek-
ers’ and ‘day-and-night seckers’.

Efforts are on to miniaturise
these frontline technologies to be
in tandem with warfare technol-
ogy, according to Pillai.

He said it would make NAG
more accurate and deadly.

The DRDO research chief
said Deferice scientists had also
developed a unique ‘Anti-Sea

Skimmer’ missile for the Navy
which could automatically recog-
nise an incoming missile, lock on
4o its pathway and destroy it.

This would be added to the
Trishul range and would give the
Naval vessels and key installa-
tions in Naval bases a protective
shield, he added.

Pillai also said AGNI-II
would have a unique on-board
energy management system and
an on-flight guidance process us-
ing navigational sensor technol-
ogy.

The Akash range of missiles

too would get multi-target capa-
bility, playing the dual role as a

" shield against incoming missiles.

In anindirect reference to the

Us sanctlons Pillai said: “Today, -

we have operational AGNI-II
and Prjthvi. We have mastered
propulsion technology, guidance
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f(\;&,oﬁ»rts kind in world: DRDO official

and control and introduced inno-
vative software packages, algo-

' rithms and new devices.

These developments have
taken place in spite of Missile
Technology Control Regime
and technology denial from cer-
tain industrially developed
countries.

“Each technology has given
us important clues to develop a
unique hypersonic reusable mis-
sile. This is the dream and mis-
sion of Dr Abdul Kalam, the

_ chief architect of India’s missile

programme,” he said. °

The hypersonic futuristic mis-
sile would combine features such
an stealth, speed, accuracy and
can spew fire on targets far and
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No proof of

e,

Pak hand in‘

jjack: Clintdn

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE L;T A

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25.
President Bill Clinton today
said the USA had no evidence
linking the Pakistani govern-
ment to last month’s hijacking
of an Indian Airlines plane.

Earlier, a US official had said
the USA “has credible informa-
tion” that a Pakistan-backed
militant outfit active in J&K
was behind the hijack.

But later, Mr Clinton said at
a White House press confer-
ence: “We do not have any evi-
dence that the Pakistani gov-
ernment was in any way
involved” in the hijacking.

Naming Harkat-ul Mujahi-

| deen as the group behind the

hijacking, the unnamed official
had told New York Times that
“indications came through
Intelligence channels, and 1
don’t know anybody around
here, including the sceptics,
who don’t find that credible.”
US officials had said they

realised Harkat-ul-Mujahideen :

(new name for Harkat-ul-
Ansar) was behind the hijack
after it became clear who had
arranged the hijackers’ escape.

NYT, quoting officials, had
said a US team led by Mr Karl
Inderfurth during a recent
visit to Pakistan told General
Musharraf the USA believed

that Harkat “was responsible

for the hijacking and that the
group operated with the sup-
port of Pakistan’s military and
Intelligence services.”

Gen Musharraf was asked to
ban the outfit but the request
was rebuffed, it said.
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PM constitutes panel to look

into defe

E—————

Shishir Gupta ~\
New Deihi, January 27 X\

PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpayee has constituted a Group
of Ministers (GoM), headed by
Home Minister L. K. Advani, to
consider the anomalies in the pay
and allowances of the Armed
Forces following the Fifth Pay
Commission report.

Defence Ministry sources said
the GoM is expected to meet in the
middle of February, shortly before
the budget session of Parliament.
Others on the GoM are: External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh,
Defence Minister George
Fernandes, Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha, Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister Suresh Prabhu
and Minister of State (Personnel)
Vasundhara Raje.

The Govt’s decision to constitute
the GoM comes after the armed
forces apparently expressed dissat-

isfaction Wt the suggestions made
by the Cdmmittee of Secretaries
(CoS) that\was set up to sort out
the grievandes of the forces as far
as pay and gllowances were con-
cerned. The €oS was mandated to
study the financial implications of
the revised allowances which in
turn had been recommended by
the Ajit Kumar Committee report.
The latter, which had the vice-
chiefs of the three services as
members, submitted its report on
April 23, 1998.

It is understood that the matter
was referred to the GoM as the
Committee of Secretaries negated
the armed forces’ proposal of “one
rank, one pay and one pension”. It
was also found that if the entire
recommendations of the Ajit
Kumar Committee were to be
implemented, it would cost the
exchequer some Rs 2,500 crore.

Sources said the CoS apparently
turned down most of the recom-
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mendations, and suggested minor
changes in the pay and allowances
as recommended by the Fifth Pay
Commission report.

In order to bolster support for its
case, the armed forces in its repre-
sentation to the CoS had cited the
allowances that are being given to
Pakistan Army officers. For
instance, it was cited that the
Pakistan Army offers land schemes
to officers of the rank of Major
General and above. The pay and
allowances of some ranks of even
the Bangladesh Army have been
referred to in the representation.

Highly placed sources said the
GoM will look into the existing
anomalies, identify and recom-
mend those allowances that could
be given to the Armed Forces with-
out disturbing the relativity to the
civilian set-up. Obviously, the
GoM will come under pressure as
it will have to look into allowances
post-Kargil.



