The Left and

HE GROWING recognition of the
caste question by the Indian Left,
ranging from the ulwas o the
mainsiream parties  particularly
the CPIMY, shows a promising advance
in the democratic consolidalion of the
subaltern  masses  which  Tawve  been
crushed under the oppressive weight of
el soclety, on the one bard, and the
repressive stare, on the other. This Left
recaognition of casre and gender based
diserinunation was evident from rwo con-
fevenee- The national convention of the
Sanze Sanskrutik  Abhkhvan, a culoural
frent of the marxist-leninist (MLY groups,
in Chandigarh from Novemnber 9 1o 11,
2000, and the CPUMI's conference in Thi-
ruvananthapuram in Deteber 2000,

While such reconcilintion was overdue.
how did it bappen? It was certainly not
due to the rising political pressure of the
muainstream Dalit palitics. Ttwould be na-
ive 1o expect Dalit leaders to wake the po-
Hrealsimoral fead to pressure the Lol
parties for such a democratic consolida-
tion. In fact, as the experience of recent
vears shows, Daliv leaders bave been us-
ing the Left as the counterpoint to ratio-
nalise their evervday forms of peity
politics.

Similarly, the present efforts for recon-
ciliation cannot be explained in terms of
the righteous indignaiion of the Indian
Lett. They need to be explained, among
other things, in terins of *he shifting sig-
nificance of the political categories whose
progressiveness or regressiveness is coi-
ditoned by structural changes initiated
by the forces of globalisation, These
changes involve the fragmemation, if not
complete replacement, ol caherent forms
of class consciousness and their replace-
ment with more specific senses of Jdenti-
ty.  This fragmentation ot class
canscipusness has, however, removed the
burden of the Leftist, wlwo in the past in-
duiged in a class reductionism that jn vf-
fect ignored the democratic promise that
was present in Dalit assertions. In other
waords, Left leaders now do nar have w
feel scepiical about the caste issue for fear
that it will distarly class unity. for the la-
ter has anvwiay been overshadowed by
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other developmerits. This recent monves
of the Lefiists perhaps indicate their po-
litical journey that now includes casteless
sociefy as an important terminal poing.
Fowever, in this regard, the Left pariies
have ro make a concretr beginning both
al the level of offering effective pirn-
grammes and building organisation. In
this regard, s interesting 1o note that
some of the M groups have alreads ak-
en a definite lead in establishing such an-
t-raste organisalions in Andhra Prodesh
and Karnataka. These groups, for vam-
ple, have established the Jail Vinashok
Vedike {caste annihilation front in Kar-

By Gopal Guru .

aﬂ/

ing ol such multijle forms ol culwral
mediation Snrg the Yaste guestion. They
de not seem tp be interested in engaging
with ¢ivil soclety. They believe that the
guestion of cdste is firmly linked with the
feudal fand sgructures and that the anni-
hilation of cagre s therefore, inextricabh
linked with the redistribution of fand.
Henee, the agmed struggle with ihe state
brcomes thd pritiary concern, leaving
civil society outside the pumniew of the
confrontation. Of course, this leaves a ot
of scope forfthe “Manuwadis™ 10 saffro-
nise the spages in the civil society. \Wit-
ness,  for | example.  RSS  activists

The growing recognition of the caste question by the
Indian Left shows a promising ddvance in the
demacratic consolidation of the s«baltern Hasses,

nataka and the Kulam Nirmulan Porata in
Andhra Pradesh. At the national 1evel al-
50, thise groups have established the san-
za Suanskrutk Abhivan  (Coilective
Culrural Campaign). Thus, these groups
have realised that attacking caste is a
must W rake the project of rinvehgdon m
its logical end. This was vy farcefuliy
pi forward by hese groups at the Chan-
digarh mect.

In this colleotive cultar sl compsign, the
majority of the members recognised the
importance of the different forme- st cul-
turgl mediation in dealing with the ques-

tion of caste. This particwdar jorm ol

miediation further recognises e peed o
mterrogate the Werarchical social rela-
gonship within civil society. Thi, sach
eftorrs alsn seck to engage with civil so-
cietv while confronting the swate. Contest-
ing the hierarchical social reiutiinships
within civil society is considered an es-
sential condition for the uitimate elim-
ination of caste exploitation. Such groups
also find U critical e appropriae all the
Datit- Bahujan ivtelectual tnctdaons ta
broaden the social base of these endeav-
U,

However, wirthin the ML camps, there
are some who do not seem to be welcom-
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g their keeayats (dnll) on the
of some ol the universities,
- in Andhra Pradesh.

condoctin
campuses
particularl

While itfis true that the annitiladion of
caslte is cegtainly linked uyp with the yedis-
tribution glHand and also that class is rel-
evant in anderstanding the social readit,
at least i certain pares of country, this
approachoi sume of the ML members is
prabiematic for the following reasons,
Firsy, it is|problematic because its under-
standing [of caste s onc-dimensional.,
Since it eats caste as o feudal remnant
rogted inl the agrarian soructure it by im-
plication] leaves out the caste dicrimina-
tati helirlg reprodaced in urban areas. In
civil sodeliv, newer fonns of exchusion
based o caste are heing reproduced even
in the age of giebalisation.

International capitai which is spread-
ing irs rgntacles particularly inte informa-
tion technology and the electronic media,
docs ndt seem to be jnterested in under-
mining| caste discrimination. For exam-
plec the 1T indusiiy is by and large.
controlled by the “wice born™. Similarly,
the elgerronic media might ook o be
demogratic in nature as it bas opened up
channdls in ditferent regional languages.
But it {rillbetrays the promise of a deeper,

1€ caste question

social democratic content in the sense
that these new channels in the vernacudar
are filled by people belonging to the up-
per caste social background. This “ver-
nacular democracy”™ further entails a
parochial  slant  that  often  acquires
Hindurva overtones. In addition to the te-
production of custe exclusion, there are
also new formms of caste-based hunli-
ation that are often produced on a every-
dav basis through fanguage and speech
and performative acts. For example, a Di-
{it research student in an insututions of
higher learning has t¢ walk at least three
feet behind his upper caste research
guide. Keeping in view the tormenting
nature of ¢ivil society, a devastating cri-
dgue of it is & must. Glossing over the
inequities carries the perit of delaying if
not messing up the cause uf sociai revolu-
tion. Therefore, cultural mediation within
civil spcicty is as important as taking on
the state on the land issue,

second, the armed struggle as suggest-
ed by some of the sections within the M.
ambit 15 also problematic when viewed
from the vantage point ol civil society.
Some might argue that armed sraggie
cannoet be discounted as a part of 4 cre-
ative historical proecess, that a certain
amount of sacrifice is desirable and un-
avoidable. But what oue increasingly
findds is that revolutionary violence 13 vet
ta establish itseli as the perfect virtue in a
sacial order that is conditioned by 1w
prevailing maoral clhinate. 'n laci. the mor-
al climate within a civil society can enable
the revolutionary groups to turn the peo-
ple against state-perpetrated viclence. it
can deny the state a political legitimaey 1o
unieash fresh rounds of counter violence
against the oppressed masses. Such in-
tervention can continuously expose the
frustation of the state that s evident from
its ruthless suppression of ex-ML activists
and Civit Viberties activists, Thus, engag-
ing with the state within civil socien
turns out 1o be a far more effective meth-
od of confrontation; it cannot anfy down-
sive the state un worald pelitical grounds
but also expand the social hase of the po-
litical delegitimisarion of the repressive
RITATEY



C-ST panel flays Ba
in Pu

L-Jl\l ! .’*\ }1 AL Lo

for poor

By Asir Joiry p® ,-\_" iy

Chaundigarh, Nov. 4: The Nagon-
g Cosumnission  for  Scheddled
Castes and Scheduied Tribes pas
come down heavily on the Parkdsh

Singh Badal governmem for its.

fauute 10 either improve the tot af
Punjab’s scheduled castes or aven
protect them from atracities.

In Chandigarh at the end of their
four-day visit to Punjab. commis-
sion  chairman  Dileep  Singh
Bhuria, and a member. Mr
Harinder Singh Khalsa said that
the Punjab state government’s per-
formance on scheduled castes wel-
fare and development was amongst
the worst in the country. They said
that the situation was distressing in
light of the fact that Punjah has the
highest percestage of scheduled
castes at 28,31 per cent.

Mr Bhuria said that he was
shocked to learn that Punjab was
the only state in the country, which
is yet 1o implement provisions for
compensating  scheduled  castes
who become victims of atrocities.
fu addition to that it was noted that
despite the targe percentage of
scheduled castes Hiving in Punjab,

recorg

there has been an almost neggigibic
vumber of cases registersd under
the 5C & ST (Prevention of Atroc-
ity) Act, 1989,

“The Jarge number of cases
which would have been registered
under this Act, is tiot being done
egithier becatise of an ignorance of
the law, or under pressure {rom
interested paries,” My Bhuria said.
£ven in instances where a case was
actually registered, the accused
werg aimost never punished,

Mr Khalsa revealed that in ten
such cases registered by the Punjab
police. all the accused have been
aliowed to g0 scot- free. He said
that the commission had men-
toned this during thetr meeting
with chief minister Badal and
senior state government officiats
on Thursday.

Mr Bhuria said that Punjab bad
an even more abysmal record in
the implememation of central
schernes and the development of
scheduled castes. He reveaied that
funds made available under the
Speciat Component Plan —— a con-
nying Sixth Plan concept which
envisages earmasking of funds for
scheduled caste developmeni —

al

amountzd 0 a Me.vcn

per cent of the tolal state plan out-
lay as against the requisite 2831
per cenl. Not only has this alyeady
meagre atlpcalign been declining
aver the years. but wilisation has
alsu dropped (o about A7 per cent.

The commission said thut as a
direct consequence of the siate
government's jack of slucerity in
inplementing | scheduled castes
related progrimmes, rore than
half, i.¢. 33.80 per cent of Punjab’s
scheduled cagies populition wes
below the poverty line.

The commizsion added thay even
though scheduled castes make up
more than g3 fourth of the stae’s
population. [hey collectively hold
ouly a minikcale 2.54 per cent of
the wtal cuftivable land. The com-
mission mpembers castigated the
adminisiragion for failing o effer-
tively protecs scheduled castes
families whose small land holdings
were incrgasingty prone w illegal
transfers. Disclosing ihat the Pun-
jab  chief wminister had  bheen
apprised jof the gloomy scenario,
My Bhurda said that he had agreed

10 imiizstg urgent steps wwasds cor-
recting the sination.
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PM'S WORD PREVAILS

~ Harin Patha
quits, Bhatt to
follow

By Harish Khare HO

NEW DELHI, NOV. 11. The Minister of
Stale for Defence, Mr. Harin Path-
ak, submitted his resignation to
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpavee, late tonight. It
would be forwarded to the Presi-
dent with the advice that it be ac-
cepted,

Mr. Pathak was constrained to
resign after being charge-sheeted
by a sessions court in Ahmedabad
in a case relating to the murder of
a head constable at the height of
the anti-reservation agitation in
1985. which had taken a commu-
nal colour, Mr, Pathak has, how-
ever, been getling elected to the
Lok 5abha from the Ahemdabad
since 1989.

Mr. Pathak’s co-accused, Mr.
Ashok Bhatt, Minister in the BIP
Government in Gujarat. has in-
formed the Prime Minister that he
would be submitting his resigna-
tion as soan as he reaches Gand-
hinggar,

Mr. Pathak and Mr. Bhatt were
rather reluctant to submit their
resignations, much to the embar-
rassment of the Central ieader-
ship. The two were canvassing
their case with the Central lead-
ers, including with the Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, but
there were enough indications
that the Prime Minister himself
was inclined to ask Mr. Pahak to
step down (tll such time he was
able to get his name cleared in
Court,)

Indeed, Mr. Pathak and Mr.
Bhatt held a press conference
here this evening and vehemently
insisted that the charge-sheet was
a part of a political conspiracy. (It
is also learnt that the Keshubhai
Patel Governmen: was being

.t

\\giLdraw the cases.
indicated thar they
would be rhecting Mr. Vajpayee |
on Sunday o explain their case. |,
The tone of their urterances at the |
press confercnce was not appre-
ciated by the Prime Minister, and |,
therefore when Mr. Pathak rang |
up to seek an appointment, he |
was left in no doubr that he would
be welcome oniy if he was coming |;
with a letter of resignation, Con- |
sequently, Mr. Pathak visited the
Prime Minister's residence at |
10.30 p.m. to hand in his resigna-
tion, e (ot UEM

Earlier, Mr. Vajpayeg’s senior
aides were of the view that the
NDA Government could ill-afford
te allow a charge- sheeted Minis-
ter to continue in office. Law Min-
istry officials were also of the view |
that Mr, Pathak’s continuation in °
the Government would be unten- .
able. The Samata Party leaders |
were also privately counselling
the resignation option, particular-
Iy if they were 10 persist with their
anti-Laloo Yadav crusade.

The resignation option was the |
route that Mr. Vajpayvee took !
when in his earlier prime minis- |
terial innings two of his col-
leagues, Mr. Buta Singh and Mr. |
Muthiah, were chargesheeted.
Politically, the BIP could not fash-
ion a different response, especial- |
ly after making a song and dance *
all these years about corruption in
high places, There was also the
precedent of Mr. Advani resigning
his Lok Sabha seat after having
been charged in the hawala case.
Had the Pathak-Bhatt duo been
allowed to stick to their ministe-
rial office, the country would have
been needlessly reminded of the
BIP's unflattering role in the Guj-
arat anti-reservation riots.
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FROM OURSPECIAL q
CORRESPONDENT

i New Delhi, Nov. 11: Minister of
I state for defence Harin Pathak,

charged in a case of rioting in

+ which a policeman was killed, re-

signed tonight, helping the Centre
averf a confrontation but arming
the Opposition with a potential
weapon to larget LK. Advani and

© Muwli Manohar Joshi.

Pathak. along with fellow-
agcused and Guiarat minisier
Ashok Bhatt, had pleaded inno-
cence in theevening but put in his
papers after meeting Prime Min-
ister A.B. Vajpayee late in the
night. Bhati is expected to step
down tomorrow.

The two were chargesheeted in
connection with ariotin1985dur-
ing the anti-reservation agitation.
The duo said they had been impli-
cated in the first information re-

G\
portbas they moved the high court
against police atrocities.

The law ministry was under-
stood to have informed the Prime
Minisler earlier that Lhe continu-
ance of a chargesheeted minister
was “untenable”, though legally
he could remain in power
until found guilty, Vajpavee had
sought the ministrv’s opinion
immediately after the
chargesheets were filed.

Sources said experts in the
ministry reportedly felt that
“technically” a person could even
contest elections until a guilty
verdict, but it was “moral” and
“almost a practice” for the
minister concerned to step down
on “his own”.

Throughout the day, BJP lead-
ers argued that since it was a

“political case”, Pathak need not”

resign. “The case against Pathak
and Bhatt relates to apolitical agi-

ot—case mlmster uits

4
tat]on anddoes not involve putm{wi
morality n a corruption cas

The same
Babri Magjid dempolition case.
This aspectiannol be ignored,” a
BJT leader daid.

Howevel Pathak’s resignafion
is expected fo punch a hole in the
BJP’s ratiohale for ridiculing de-
mands for] the resignation of
home wminister Advani and
human regources development
minister Joshi, who have been
chargeshegted in the Babri case.

The BJIP has been staving off
the Opposition clamour for the
senior leagers’ resignation on the
ground that the issue was a “polit-
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Our Political Bureau

L NEW DELHL 10 NOVEMBES
[N THE face of mounting pressure from both
within the alliance and outside, on the issue of
chargesheeted junior minister Harin Pathak
continuing in office, Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpavee was forced to address the issue.

Mr Vajpayee summoned his law minister,
Mr Arun Jaitley, in order to assess the implica-
tions of the formal charge of rioting and mur-
der framed by a Gujarat court against the min-
ister.

Political observers feel a decision to the
contrary would mean that the Prime Minister
was using different yardsticks to measure dif-
ferent ministers. It may be recalled that Mr
Vajpayee had sacked two of his colleagues,
Sedapatti Muthiah and Buta Singh, when the
courts had framed corruption charges against
them.

Although the BIP has chosen to view itas a
political case, what has compounded problems

for the Prime Minister is the pressure from

within the alliance to sack the minister.

M4 Mamata Banerjee, who is vet to succee
in making the Prime Minister formally
announce a rollback of petro goods prices,
appears to have found this a politically correct
issue to get even with Mr Vajpayee. The

quences. y
Cabinet ministers in the Vajpayee government
are at a critical stage. I the Prime Minister
mdeed sacks Mr Pathak, he will have to useithe

summ 7ps/J aitley over Pathak issue

same criteria against ministers involved in the
Avodhya case.

That the defence strategy coined by the rul-
ing party leadership in support of Messrs
Pathak and Bhatt was likely to come under
severe test nonetheless was indicated here on
Friday when both the Congress and the Left
parties sharpened knives against the duo,
demanding their immediate sacking.

Not only did the Congress leadership
demand urgent clarification by the Prime
Minister of his own position on the issue, the
party leadership also cast doubts none too
vaguely on the vocal claims to “value-based
politics™ flourished by the ruling party as one
of its key USPs,

While the Congress charged the BIP
leadership with showing “utter contempt to
the judicial process once again” through its
defence of the continuance in office of
Pathak and, in the Keshubha1 Patel ministry,
of Ashok Bhatt.
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WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS

{RECENT JUDGMENT on the AP. Sched-

1 Castes (Rationalisation of Reservation} Act

a five-judge bench of the Andhra P'radesh

sh Court, apportioning quotas in education

1 employment among four categories of

aeduled Castes in proportion to their aum-

15, is a major step towards an equitable reso-

tion of the long-standing debate on ‘creamy

yers’. Two castes, Malas and Madigas, both

ntouchables’, together account for about 80

er cent of the total SC population in the State,

he Madigas, whose numbers are about 20 per

ent higher than the Malas, are reportedly

reated as ‘outcastes by the Malas, just as there

are castes even lower than the Madigas that are
treated as outcastes by the Madigas’.

The Malas, who have been walking away
with a disproportionate share of reserved va-
cancies, contested the claim of the Madigas for
reservation proportionate to their numbers on
the ground that the Madigas ‘eal. drink and
loaf around, whereas we work hard’. The Madi-
gas, naturally, resented this characterisation
and afributed the disproportionate gains ac-
cruing o the Malas to the fact that the latter,
being higher up in the socio-economic hierar-
chy, enjoved an unfair advantage in competing
for reserved vacancies, This, ol course, 1s pre-
cisely the gquestion that the Supreme Court’s
directives on the ‘creamy layers’ have sought,
not very successfully, to address. The judgment
of the Andhra Pradesh High Court has now
opened up the possibility of progress on the
tangled issue in other States as well; in respect
of reservation not only for the SCs hut hopeful-
ly for backward castes as well,

How far this potential is realised will, how-
ever, depend on the degree to which the ‘un-
derdogs among the underdogs’ in other States

are able to mobilise in favour of their eminently
reasonable demands. The| debate about
‘crearny lavers' arose in the first place because
a minority of those eligible fo1 reservation were
walking away with the lion's khare of benefits;
for vears o end, in perpetuity. The reason why
such a situation prevailed was not because the
advantaged groups had greater numbers on
their side. On the contrary, they were a piivi-
leged minority. The reason/ was, rather, that
they enjoyed a superior polifical clout. In other
words, to repeat the obvioys, it is not always
the logic of numbers that prevails in a democ-
racy, even when there is afgreat mismatch in
the numbers involved. 4

The victory for the Madigad in the ‘creamy
layer’ debate in Andhra Pradeshi did not come
about either because of the inherent justice of
their case or on account oftheir superior num-
bers. Only after a long and hard struggle were
they able (o lay the basis for victory. The Malas
jaunched a flerce counter httack, and often the
twe came 1o blows over this issue. One of the
arguments of the Malas was that their caste
outperformed the other simply because it hap-
pened to be more concentrated in the econont-
ically and educationally more developed
coastal districts. 1t was this, they said, that gave
them an advantage in the competition for re-
served vacancies. But this is hardly a tenable
argument. No matter how reasonable the rea-
sons for advantaged acgess, the very fact that
some groups have an adyantaged access makes
it necessary 1o protect Jother undetprivileged
groups which do not hdve such an advantage.
It is to be hoped that mjore numerous but less
furtunately placed groups in other States too
will be able 1o profit from the developments in
Andhra Pradesh.
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fied yet diluted /-

Ja.

1ess of the Perivar leg-
josed in this context,
it easier to raise itsell
wwform around a pan-
 oppased to the pan-
and to restrict iis so-
ti-Brahmanism rather
ious campaign for re-
social spectrum.
spened, this sirategy
uickly: the DMK as a
dbstantial percentage
ae 1962 general elec-
1ad as many as seven
Lok Sabha and the
ste Hindus — the in-
3 — joined its fold to
-arty's organisational
-ars, the Vanniars and
nain the DMK's mus-
an that is now very dif-
hat is now being
ir Pradesh and Bihar
vs, the Kurmis and
on occasion rally be-
ng as it helps contain
the Dalits.
‘meant that one large
ople — the Dalits —
1 Hne". This they did
de ar even more untit
fran and thie AJADMEK
political scene. But
JK too was hardly
7 social refarm agen-
was possible for Ms.
ting the MG legacy,

to opt for the DMK's traditional social
constifuency  —  the  intermediarte
castes, Indeed, it would not have been
possible for rthe platform 10 thrive
merely on the basis of a perception.
particulzrly amang the Daliis, of MGR
as the messiah,

After ali, the ground realities were
changing. The Dalits too. at least those
among them who had access to educa-
ticn as well as Government jobs, were
beginning to assert themselves and
were expressing this by way of rallving
behind such parties as the Dalit Pan-
thers and the Puthiva Tamizhagam.
And wherever the Dalits asserted in
such fashion, there were incidens of
violence against them. It is another
matter that there have been instances
of retaliations too as part of this as-
sertion.

This indecd is the fallout of the
framework on which Perivar had based
his social reforms agenda; the attempt
to address the issue isolzted from the
mainstream political discourse. And
there cannot be a berter way to estab-
lish this than by looking at, rather
brietly, the experience in Kerala.

I'hat sceiery in Kerala today, despite
caste identities plaving a major role,
has hardy witnessed any incidenz of
violence against Dalits is indeed signif-
icant. And more so given the fact thar
Maluvalis had practiced “unapproach-
ability” ‘where even the sighting of
members belonging to scme castes By
the oper-casie Hindus was corfsid-

Claime

d by all

1TILE THERE is nothing
new ahour the various
offshaots of the Dravidian

movement — the DMK, the
AIADMK and the MDMK —
resorting to the rheforic of Perivar's
legacy, what was striking about the
September 23-2:0 events (when
Perivar's 122nd birth anniversary
was observed) was the presence of
such outfits as the Congress(i), the
TMC and the Left parties on one of
the two ocrasions.

The Congress{l;'s decline and
virtual decimation in Tamil Nadu
was at the hands of the DMK Yey,
Congressmen were now willing o
be counted among those bearing
the mantle of the Dravidian
nisvement, Simitar is the case with
the communists who were once
denounced by Perivar and his
followers as defenders of the
Brahmanical order.

Sirnilarly, it way rather baffling w
see leaders who showed no

Periyar’s Ze‘gafj’ﬂis_ being a.pprop__ridted with
ease by anyone and everyone.

compunction in teaming up with

the BIP — a platform so overtly

committed o the Brahmanical

traditions and the idea of India

being a nation of one

homogeneous culture — stand up |

and wax eloguent on their

commitment to the rationalist ideas

that Perivar stood for.
That such compromises are

possible and are made with such |

ease cannot but suggest how ’

amenable to appropriation the

legacy left behind by Periyar is. It - k

i

can be appropriated with ease by
amyone and everyone.

And worst of all is what is taking
place elsewhere; the PMK's Dr. 5. }
Ramdoss {inding in Veerappan an
instance of ussertion by the
suballern groups,

All these trends cannotbe |
wished away as mere aberrations; ;
they are reflective of the inherent i
weakness in the legacy of Perivar.

— VKA ‘

ered polluting) as late as the beginning
of the 20th century.

All this could be changed, s¢ soon
and -o much, only hecause the social
reforms movement was never sought
1o be jsolated from: the deminant polit-
ical discourse, which at that stage was
the struggle for freedom. That the
striggle against the ohnoxious practic-
s of the Brahminical order {the Nam-
boodiris dumninating the
socio-ecenomic scene) was combined
with the campaign against landlor-
dism, drawing immensely from the
tradition of the Moplah revolt, is one
part of the legacy. At another level,
there were the inidatives for reform
from within the Namboodiris them-
selves ini the form of the Yogashema
Sabha.

Then there was Sri Naravana Gura,
who went Lo the extenr of establishing
a Shiva temple where the Ezhavas
(who were prevented entry into the
temples) could worship; but then, the
Naravana Guru tradition did not stop
there and end up as an exclusively Ez-
hava movement. Instead, Kerala socie-
ty witnessed the coming together af
several members {rom among the
caste-Hindus agitating for the right 10
alt 1o eater temples.

The most striking feature in all these
was that, attempis were made, and
with remarkable success, to internalise
the sucial reform agenda into the polit-
ical discourse amonyg the Malavalis. So
much so, even these who proclaimed
themselves atheists — rhe cormmunists

in particular — were engaged in lead-
ing movements demanding the right
for all Hindus to enter temples.

And all of them persisted with such
campaigns from within the Indian Na-
tional Congress fold, ensuring that the
social reform agenda became an in-
tegral part of the movement for inde-
pendence.

This, indeed, was what the Mahatma
too had insisted, particularly after he
setuled down at Wardha in the
mid-1930s. The Mahatma, by then,
was clear that freedom was imminent:
and hence insisted on devoting all his
energy, and wanted those in the Con-
gress too to do so, on campaigns that
could lead to building an egalitarian
sociery in social terms.

It is this aspect that Perivar refused
to internalise; rather than persisting
from within the Indian National Con-
gress and attempting (0 do what many
others committed to a similar ideal did
in their own way, Perivar treated social
reforms and political mobilisation as
twn separate aspects; such an ap-
proach, one can say with the benefiref
hindsight, was inherentdy flawed.

Perivar may have had his own com-
sulsions at that stage; but then the
whole idea has turned out to be a trag-
edy. As o the present, the parties that
belong to the Dravidian lineage are

simply enacting a fay




F ONLY the events in Chennai on
September 23 and 24 — two days
when all the leaders who matter in
Tamil Nadu's political discourse
“affirmed” their “comumnitment’ to the
legacy of Perivar E. V. Ramasamy
Naicker — reflected the socio-pofitical
reality in the State, the people could
have boasted of having achieved social
equality in the fullest sense.

With all the parties competing to es-
rablish their credentials as inherttors
uf the Dravidian movement of Peri-
var's time — against the obnoxious
values in society that refused to treat
one section as human beings on
grounds of caste — there should not,
logically, be any space in Tamil Nadu's
social set-up lor those persisting with
the kind of discrimination ordained by
“Manu” and practiced by the social
elite for centuries.

Yet, several parts of the State have
been witness to atrocities against the
Dalits. These incidents happen when-
ever the Dalits begin to assert that they
oo ate human heings, that they are no
longer prepared to carry on with ani-
mai-like existence and that it ig their
right to lead a lite with dignity. Kodi-
vankulam (1993), Melavalavu ({1997)
and Tirunelveti {1999) were clearly a
reflection of this trend in Tamil Nadu's
socio- political discourse as was the vi-
clence in Chidambaram during the
Lok Sabha elections.

Thit such violence, where Dalits in
general and those among them who
had hegun to identify with outfits such

A
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as the Dalit Pantners and the Puthiyva
Tamizhagam were targeted by the
cadres of platforms that overtly con-
solidated one or other social group
classified as Bacikward Castes — the
Thevars in the southern districts and
the Vanniyars in the northern parts —
is not merely a crisis restricted to the
sacial realm. Inst=ad, it is now central
to the political discourse too.

And this is somoething that must pro-
voke a serious discussion on the Perti-
var legacy. Rather than mere arttempts
to score points against or hold a brief
tor one or other off-shoot of the Dravi-
dian movement. such a debate will
have to deal wit'y the very basis on
which it was consiructed upon by Peri-
var himself and ihe legacy as it was
perceived by these of his followers

Periyar treated social
reforms and political
mobilisation as two
separate aspects. Stich
an approach was,
one can suy with the
benefit of hindsight,
inherently flawed.
V. KRISHNA ANANTH
on the founder of the
Dravidian movement.

who entered the political space.

Such facts as that Perivar began his
pubtic activity from within the Indian
National Congress, which he left be-
cause he found the Brahmanical elite
s0 entrenched in its leadership that
even Mabatma Gancdhi refused to take
his side — the Cheranmahadevi inci-
dent — are all 100 well known to need
elaboration. But these facts are rele-
vant in the present contest.

The self-respect movement, as auilt
up by Perivar, had as its cardinal prin-
ciple the taking up of the agenda of
social reforms as an autonomous
movement rather than linking i up
with the dominant political discourse,
which at that stage was the struggle for
freedorm. And it was this approach that
finally led Periyar into demanding Do-
minion status under the Crown and
opposing freedom.

This approach 1o social reforms —
44 an autonomous movement — cre-
ated the scope for an autonomous po-
litical movement too: the founding of
the DMK in 1949. 1t may be true that
the DMK, in the initial years, sought to
present itself as a platform committed
to internalising the social reforms
agenda with its political objectives: the
thetoric was that wresting control over
the paolitical establishment from the
Brahmanical elite (and its representa-
tive, the Congress] was necessary fo
ensure social transformation. But
then, political interests rather than so-
cial reforms soon began to dominate
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Thakurs

{f\

Lucknow, Oct. 23: Sn{ persm
belanging to the dalit commu-
nitv in Barabanki district .
barefy 22 kms from Lucknow,
were subjected to a brutal acid
attack over the weckend by the
Iocal Thakurs when the latter
failed to procure a fender for
fishing rights in a nearhy
pond.

The victims who were
broughy to Jucknow for med-
ical treatment on Sunday
night, are said to be in a criti-
cal condition, having suffered
30 to 65 per cent acid burns on

By Awnita VERMA

\\;

their bodies. Two of the vie-
tims, including a 12-vear-old
boy, Budhai, have lost their
eyesight in the incident.
According to reports, trouble
began brewing in Matiala vil-
lage when some persons
belonging to the dalit commu-
ity managed to procure fish-

ing rights of a pond after mak-

ing a higher bid for the same.
The tender of the iocal
Thakurs, belonging to the
nearby Hadaus village was
rejected. Tension between the
two cammunities had been
steadily increasing since the
Thakurs, apparently, saw this

as an insult to their commuyni-
1¥.

Over the weekend, when
dalits — Maniram, 30, Ram,
Lakhan, 26, Sanjav, 17, Ram
Prasad, 15. Kamlesh, 22 und
Budhar. 12 — came to the
pond for tmhmg, they wer

accosted by six Thakur vauths.

The vouths first abused them
and when the Dalits objedted
ta their behaviour. the
Thakurs attacked them, The
assatiants. armed with cgdun-
try-made pistols, lathis. shaip-
edged weapons and a coftain-
er of acid, began heating/the
dalivs. When the victims| lost

LL/

pour acid on 6 UP dalits

consciousness after the beating
and fell to the ground, the
Thakurs opened the acid con-
tainer and showered the acid
on the hapless victims.,

The assailants — [ater identi-
fied as Paras Singh, Jagjivan,
Govind, Ramadhar, Manuj

~and Shiv Narain — then

warned the victims to keep
away from the pond if they
wanted to remain alive.

The relatives of the victims
{irst applied homemade reme-
dies on the burns but when
their condition showed no
signs of improvement, they

# Tum o Page 2 /

Ulfa guns down 16 in Upper Assam

By Manos ANaxp

seriously wounded three
rafe atiacks In Upper
Dibrugarh districts on Sunday evening.

The rehels escaped unchalienged after the ]
¢ Kanw, Parsitwram Prasad. Dilip Singh, Mano)

NAsSsaACTes.

The police spid Fere on Monday that the ¢
first incident took place at about 6.30 pm at §
Kakojan Moo 4 vidlage under Doon Doama |
police station in Tmsukia district. The mali-
wnts cordoned ofi the village and asked the £
The !
who did uol have anv @

villugers to gather in front of a house.
iwlrﬂnss \1|'..LLCY‘~

tants, were then shot in cold blood at close §
. ¢ range. Auleast 11 died on the spot. three oth-
Cruwahati, Oct. 2‘. Heavily-armed Ul &
militants massacred ot least 16 persons and |
vthers m two sepi- |
Assarm’s Tinsukis and |

ers sustained bullet injuries and were shified |
1w Dihrugarh Medical College Hospital. The

condition of the injured persons is stated o ¢y

he crivcal.
The deceased were later
Keshaw Prasad Kanu. Paresh Kanu, Shaoker

Singh. Suf
Gupra. Binoy
Shakh Mustug.

This is the first time tha UlTa militants have

sh Guprta and bis son Raju
Kanu, Shekl Hazarat

Killed so many people <11t in one incident,

the palice said, mdicating that Ulfa has alse
started wrgeting the siate’s non-Assamiese

identtied as i
Pwith Agarwal before they opened fire on
Hhim. Hearing gunfire, o crowd assembled in
Hfront of Agarwal's shop. The militants then
and apencd fire on the crowd tw fee from the
{spot. A three-year-old boy died on the spot
§ after being shot in the stomach.

The second tragic weident tock place at
Jaoholiz, under Berdubi police siation in
Dibragarh district. when three heavily-armed

; Inifitants cntered the business establishment

{one Radieshyam Agarwal and killed him.
he militants, believed to have come with: the
ntent ol extorting money, had an altercaiion

Three others in the crowd atso sustained
buttel injuries and died on their way to 1he
Oil India Limited hospitai. The militants

¢ & Turn to Page 2

11&_.]1 ative bl i ebey the orders ol the mili- §

popuiation.
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w) OBC listyzan

~Cabinet nod for

more castes in

QL By P. Sunderarajan !ﬁn
N

ELHL, SEPT. 4. The UnietjCab-
inet today decided to further
aménd the Central list of Other

Backward Classes in respect of .

States and Union Territories sueh
as Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Pondicherry, Delhi,
Ustar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Orissa, West Bengal, and Goa.

Announcing this, the spokes-
person of the Government said 51
advises for amendments were te-
ceived from the National Com-
mission for Backward Classes and
all were accepted.

According to official sources,
the inciusions included Pulluva
Gounder and Kallalar Kula Thon-
daman in Tamdl Nadu, Christian
Nadar in Pondicherrv and Nayi
Brahmin (Mangali, Mangala and
Bhajanthi) in Andhra Pradesh.

The Cabinet, which met here
this evening, also decided 1o ex-
tend the scherne for preferential
purchase of products and services

Highlights

W Financial restructring of the
four stand-alone refineries in
Chennai, Coachin, Bongaigoan
and Numaligarh in the run-up to
the total dismantling of
administered price mechanism
for petroleum products.

"~ Reviving  viable national
textile units and closing down
non-viable ones along with a
voluntary retirement scheme for
workers,

W Retirement age of
instructors of girl NCC cadets
enhanced from 54 to 55.

¥~ Repeal of the Vaccination
Act 1880 through an
armendment. The act has hecome
infructuous as small pox was
eradicated in the world.

of Central Public Sector Under-
takings for another two years, un-

1
I

der existing paramnetgrs, excepr

that the minirnum value of the

purchase order under the scheme -

would be Rs. one crore instead of
Rs. five crores.

The Cabinet also decided 1o
deal with the issue of revival! clo-
sute of NTC mills on a unit-wise
basis. Consequently, it was decid-
ed 1hat units that were viable
would be revived, while those
found non-viable by BIFR, would
be closed down, with a generous
voluntary retirement scheme for
employees, It further decided to
enhance the retirement age of
NCC girl eadet instractors by one
yvear to 55.

No hike in petro prices
for now: Page 13
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}C'fn\.rir Sena kills
s's1x 1n Bhoy puge”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE X ,l\l Q P

PATNA, Sept. 10. — Suspected vir Sena members late last
night hacked to death as many as six CPI-ML (Liberation) sup-
porters at the twin villages of Dumaria and Nawadhava in the
Tarari area Bhojpur district, about 100 km from here.

All victims were from backward and minority communities.
More than 50 armed men abducted the six from the Dumaria-
Nawsadhava villages, police said. The victims were split into two
groups, taken to two places and hacked to death. The killers are
believed to be members of the outlawed Ranvir Sena, a dreaded
private army of upper caste Bhumihar landlords.

Police found bodies of three of the victims in a field near
Dumaria late last night. The other three bodies were found in
another field at Nawadhava early this morning. All had
abdomens and throats slit open.

The victims have been identified as Algu Kahar, Shyamsunder
Kahar, Bhumar Kehar, Anil Yadav, Vishwanath Rajwar and
Aftab Ansari, .

The Superintendent of Police, Bhojpur, Mr M. Meena, con- |
firtned the killings before he left for the place, about 50 km from i
the district headquarters of Arra.

The RJD chief, Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, rushed to the spot after
news of the killings came in. So did the state water resources
minister, Mr Jagdanand Singh, and senior officers including the
zonal inspector-general, district magistrate and SP. A police offi- (
cer said flood waters made it hard to reach the twin villages, i

Bhojpur has long been a battle ground, with the lines drawn
between the Ranvir Sena and landless peasants organised under ‘
the banner of the CPI ML (Liberation). i

A case should be launched against the Ranvir Sena, the CPI-ML | |
(Liberation) has demanded. It has also demanded compensation | |
peckages of Ra & lakh for dependents of sach of those killed. j J

THE STATESH:
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Ranvir Sena activist heid for Bih

Patna, Sept. 11: A Rapvir Scna
activist was arrested on Monday in
connection with the kitling of six |
people at Dumaris and  Dhen-
uklesri villages in Bhojpur distpict
ot Sunday. ;id\ - LAY

State home cormissioner U
Panjiyar said here on Monday thigt
23 people had been named
accused in the Dumaria mcident
while 18 others had been named as
acensed in the Dharmdesri killing.

He said that the police along with
pava-mifitary forces were raiding’

{

all possibte hide-outs of Ragv N
Sena acrivists, 4 W&
Mr Panjivar said thit aicle%

tavelling in the district area, woerd
being thoroughly checked for pre-
verting  movement  of  itlegal
firearms.,

Meanwhile the Bihar govern-
ment on Monday announced an
ex-gratla of Rs 1 Takh to each vice-
tim of Sunday's killings in Bho-

ipur.

Rashtriya JupatsDal prosident
I~Liloo Prasad Yadav, who visired
Dumaria and Dharmdesri villages
made an anpouncemoent (o this
effect on behalf of the state gov-
croment oo Sunday.

Mr Y adav said that the state gov-
ernmeni would provide govern-
ment jobs to one member of the
victim's tumily, adding that the
stale government would provide
pucea houses, ensure the constitu-
tion of & Gram Raksha Dal in the
extremist-hit  areas  and  offer
firearms to members of the dal.
{{INT)
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& CASTE BARS .

G “ADalits are still second-class citizens

INDI N5 are wont to complain that in Western countries
they axe treated as second-class citizens; that institufion-
alised rackgm preventis meritorious people from being justly -
rewarded imn their personal and professional lives becauge of
their colour. There can be Jittle doubt that a great deal of fruth
informs this perception. At the same time, there is enpugh
substance in the structured inequalities that persist in Indian
society to merit a look at “racism” in India. The mattix of
inequality is provided by the caste svstem. The tenacity of
caste is more than equal to provisions enshrined i
Constitution, and laws framed under such provisions.
-— taken as an umbrella description for the “scheduled”
and the castes — still remain beyond the pale of privi
They remain second-class citizens in every sense. The:
little access 1o land, education, health care, shelier anfl, not
unoften, the most basic necessity of life, two square meals.
One reason behind the Indian state’s fajlure 1o maingtream
the traditionally disempowered and dispossessed is that the
agencies of the state are manned overwhelmingly by people
who not only have a secial locus standi by way of being kvithin
caste Hindu society, but also have a deeply rooted congeious-
ness of being in harmoeny with the cesmos of the caste. In other
words, anti-Dalit prejudice is alive and well, and doing good
business in society and within staie agencies. The) latest
instance of police atrocities against Dalits is the killing of a
tribal in police firing in MP. The only positive featur¢ of the
episode is that three of the policemen involved in thp firing
were suspended. The Prime Minister should ponder gver one
guestion — do we need a debate on conversion, or do we need a
debate on why tribals are only too ready to convert.
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0 Dalit lives and an, inquiry

Justice Gundewar Commission report,
which investigated the shooting down by
-~ the police of Dalits protesting against

s the desecration of Dr Ambedkar's statue
" in Mumbai in 1997, has been consigned
to cold storage. Will the government of

AN adepartmental in-
guiry against a police
sub-inspector who has
been mdicted by acom-
mission of inguiry headed by asit-
ting High Court judge take more
than six months? What's the value
of a departmental inquiry whuose
outcome depends on who's in
power? Do 10 Dalit lives translate
inte anything other than votes for
" potitictags?
These questions come to ind

milies of

the day oblige the fa
jctil AN reports

on the third ‘anniversay’ of the
Ramabai Nagar firing which took
place ip Mumbai on July 11,°97.
The then Senu-BJP government,
rattied by the public cutery at the
shoating dewen of 10 Dalits within
sminutes of their protesting the

. desecration of an  Ambedkar

statue, appointed the Justic 5.0
Gundewar Comanission of In-
quiry. its report was tabled in Junc
R,

Tustice Gundewar found the
firing unjustitied. The potice hud

Fe

SR

S ey oy L e,_-&.r.-..,iiai,?}%EEJ
'"EXPRESS FOCUSIEI 5[0 L .Jb.w | N

_._xm Bmmﬁ noaimma:m of inquiry, the

BURNING ISSUFE: Police in action aE.m:.mz..m protests that swept
Mumbai after the firing on Dalits — Evpress pleovo : .

projected the firing 25 necessary
because, they alleged, the angry
mob had begurto set fire fo an ol
ganker parked nearby. A resident
of one of the buildings had video-
fitmed the buming tanker, Justice
Gundewar rejected the “tanker
theory” as false, and found the
“film” tobe edited and bogus.
Unlike the Srikrishna Com-
misston report, the Sena-BIP gov-
grament accepted Justice Gunde-
war's report. But no steps were
takuen to remaove from service Po-

INDIAN EXPIERD.
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e Sub-Inspector MUY, Kadam
who ordered the firing, about
whomt the Comniission had said:
“The police did not take any steps
w deal with the crowd and its dis-
persal at the place of firing and
straightway opened fire for which
PSI MY, Kadamt is responsible.
The decsion to open five was ex-
clusively that of PSI Kadam... The
firing was without warning, unjus-
tified, unwarranted and indiscrim-
inate.. Police  Sub-Inspector
Kadam’s lapses are so glaring and

-

fatal that they can hardly be ac-
cepted... T do not think that sueh
an officer should continue in public
segvice.”

Two years later, PSI Kadam
continues o be in service, I's oot
even as though the “anti-minority,
anti-Dalit” Sena-BIP combine 1
bent on shielding him,

Today, the second-most pow-
etful politician in Mahacashira is
the man who was in the forefront
of protests against the Ramabat
Nagar tiring. Indeed, the Sena had
even aceused Deputy Chief Min-
ister Chhagan Bhujbal of having
enginegred the desceration, 2
charge they could notprove:

Why then is it so difficult for

‘Bhujbal to act upon Justice Gun-

dewar’s finding against a mere
sub-inspector?

‘The reason being given is that
a departmental inquiry held soon
after the incident had exonerated
Kadam. Now this goverpment hias
inittated another departmental in-
tuiry, which will, in all probability.
indict him,

Advocate  Sanghara; Ru-
pawate, who appeared for one of
the victims before the Commis-
siom, argues that there’s enough
evidence in the report for the gov-
crnment to file charges against
Kadam under Sec 302 1PC and
under the Prevention of Atrocities
to Scheduled castes and Sched-
uted Tribes Act. 1f the government

does not do so, ahy organisation
representing the familtes of the
victims can file 4 complaint against
him in a magistrate’s court, adds
Vijay Pradhan, senjor counsel for
the Commission.

Alterpately, they could go to
the concerned police station and
lodge a formal complaint of muy-
der against Kadam. “Unfike the
Mustims, the Dalits are a very or-
ganised community,” points out
Pradhan, who was earlier addi-
tional senior counsel for the Sitkr-
ishna Commission. “There will be

- no problem getting witnesses. o

testify inoomnt :

The afiermath of police atroci-
ties af} over the country has shown
that unless an organisation or a
committed individual takes it up
as a mission, the guilty are pever
pursued, let alope punished. In
the Ramabai Nagar incident, an

action committee was formed |

which persuaded terrified resi-
dentstotestify. -

Shyarm Gaekwad, active in that
committee, has urged this govern-
ment to initiate a number of steps
to complete the process begun by
the Comymission: set up an inguiry
{0 go into who was responsible for
the desecration, the “tanker the-
ory” and the “video Blm”; set aside
the three chargeshects which were
then filed on the desecration; on
the circumstances lead
firing and on the.

that erupted, all of which he says,
were based on the thegry that the
mibwas violent. “We've toid both

Bhujbat and Rarndas Athavie to.

use the Gundewar Commission

Report as evidence to institute -

{resh inquiries.”

Dalit leader Ramdas Athavie,
now 3 partoer in the ruling coali-
tion, was manhandled by residents
of Ranrabai Nagar on his first visit
there after the incident, and his
party, the Republican Party of In-
dia, boycotted the Guondewsr
Commission. But on-July 13, the
RPTwas very much in evidence at
the annual ritual enacted at Ram-
abai Nagar on thal day, and its
leaders now swear by the report.
One of them publicly admitted
that no government takes action
unless pressurised to do so.
“There must be a people’s move-

ment on 1his issue, 1 don't see any

evidence of it.”

Significantly, afmost the same
angwerwas giver at another public
meeting by Congress minister Hu-
sain Dalwai when he was asked
wity this governiment was not im-

. plementing the Srikrishua Com-

mission report, though its imple-
mentation was part of the
Congress party’s manifesto.
“These leaders made it o
power riding on the people’s
movetnent o these  issues,”
taughs Professor Suresh Mane.
“The people regarded them as

‘our people’ and expected them tc
get these reports implemented.
Now they have realised that these
leaders are wseless, and the frus-
tration that has set in makes it dif-
ficult to mobilise them into a rass
movement yet agam.”

Does it take a peopie’s move-
ment to get a sub-inspectar pug-
ished? But then, it’s not a question
of one sub-inspector, Gackwad
and Rupawate aflege that 1o justify
the police {iring, the “tanker the-
ory” ed hy sensor
patice officials, be it then police
commissioner Subash Malhotra,
then additional Commtssioner of
Police TK, Choudhury or HCE
Sanjay Barve and Investigating
Officer Rane.

“ff the report is read in wto.
says Rupawate, it becomes clear
that two completely ditfereni vei-
sions were presented before the
Commission of the incident, the
police version and the people’s
version. The Corarission then
hetd that the people’s version s
the correet one. But this govern-
ment has promoted the officers
who propounded the fabe ver-
sion.”

Be it Mumbai’s former pofice
commissioner RD. Tagi, in-
dicted by Justice Srikrishing, o1 PSI
Kadam, found unfit for puble ser-
vice by Justice Gudewar, (he p0- -
lice scem to know hg 01 WRY

with murder, litgedlly.
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 17. —
Legislative action was taken by
the Rajya Sabha today to
restore the system by which
qualifying marks and evalva-
tion standards could be low-
ered in matters pertaining to
promwtions of members of the
Scheduled Castes and Tribes in
government services. The
Constitution (Eighty-Eighth)
Amendment Bill was adopted
by the requisite speclal majori-
iy.

The Bill seeks to nullify an
office memorandum issued in
July 1977 which gave effect to

. the verdiri of the Supreme

Court in 1996 which had ruled
againsat the relaxations. The
five memoranda issued at the
time, all in the wake of verdicts
of the Supreme Court, had
become the subject of political
controversy and the Prime
Minister had repeatedly
assured remedial legislation.
The Elders today veted in
favoar of amending Articte 335
by inserting a proviso that
enakbles a relaxation i qualify-
ing marks and evaluation stan-
darcs “for reservation in mai-

Lo 2

ters of promotion” in all classes
of posts and services in the
Central and state govera-
ments.

There was all reund political
support to the Bill which was
approved by 139 members,
opposed by none, but Gen
Shankar Roychowdhury {Ind)
formally abstained {rom the
vote. The nation laid so much
stock by the Supreme Courr,
yet the Bill sought to reverse
its verdict withoul a serious
attempt to analvse why the
court had taken that view, he
said.

The Rajya Sabha alse
approved the Constitutior
{Eighty-Sixth) Amendment Bili
which deletes the provision tc
reserve seats for members of
the Scheduled Castes in pan-
chayvats/local bodies in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The state dees not have an 8C
populace, there are no such
reservations in its legislature
and services. All the 140 memn-
bers present voted in favour of
this Bill.

While the Bills sccureg the
necessary vote of both 50 per
cent of the strength of the
House and two-thirds of thase

Amendment overturns Supreme Cpurt ruling

SC ST officials’
rise made eusuerb

94 s A oS

ble |tg meet the flrst requish,o,
lDeput_\_" Chairman had
suggested & way out, but with
several members turning up as
the|debate wound down there
wad no need to resort to unusu-
al procedure.
Dliring the discussion on the
Bill pertaining to promotions,
members generally lauded the
moke but also asked wha
actjon the government was tak-
ing| in regard to three other
offipe memoranda 1ssued at the
timge. What was befare the
Holize today wa« the second
step they observed, the first
Was lakon a few moenths aze w
ensure that the backlog of pro-
mations would not be calealat-
ed ps part of 30 per cent fimit
on prenotions.

Several members recomninend-
ed| the wpassage of
Regervations Act, which would
carry more weight than the
offjce crders 1ss‘1ed tn give
effdet to the reservations poli-
cy. [Complaints were wnade that
no perious efforts were made to
filll the vacancies in posts
restrved for the SC/STs.
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Backgrounder rea
Governors’

probe b}@w

Sunita Aron C}E&M ey %

Lucknaw, August 22

NTHUSED BY his meet-

ing with President K.R.

Narayanan in Delhi on
August 17, Governor Suraj Bhan
has taken yet another major step in
working out the modalitics for a
probe by the high profile
Governors' Committee into the
poor implementation of S5C/ST
welfare programmes in the coun-
[y,

A Governors' meeting is sched-
uled in Mumbai for September 8.
Mr Suraj Bhan has sent a
22-page background mate-
rial {0 all the members of
the committee listing the
constitutional safeguards,
statutes and legislation for
SC/STs.

He had earlier told The
Hindustan Times that Uttar
Pradesh was spending only six to
nine per cemt of its outlay on the
welfare of SC apainst 21 per cent
of total plan outlay. The situation,
according to him, was more or less
identical in other States as well as
Central Ministries.

Mr Suraj Bhan has even enclosed
with the background material
three detailed pro forma for the
monitoring of welfare/develop-
ment schemes, review of Special
Central Assistance and Special

9%

Component  Plan  from (990
onwards and review of cases regis-
tered under the Protection of Civil
Rights Act, 1955.

The procedure if followed would
not leave any scope for conceal-
ment of facts. Significantly, the
Governor has also submitted this
background material to  the
President.

Apparently, Mr Suraj Bhan's sug-
gestion of forming a permanent
watchdog committee in every
State, which would also oversee
the implementation of the reco
mendations made by

Govetnor' Comtce has received
a positive response from the
President,

My Suraj Bhan has suggested
that the commitiee shouid com-
prise  the Governor, Chief
Minister, Chief Secretary, two
public tepresentatives and two
government servants. The propos-
al may now come up for approval
at the first meeting of the
Governors' Committee. It
approved, it would go a long way in
ensuring the benefit of the weltare
schemes to 3C/ST.

In his background material, Mr

-

Poor implementation of
SC/ST welfare schemes

nt per cent
checking of [financial and physical

objective
regarding t
various schemes. Moreover, he is

Proposi
groups, the Governor has suggest-
cd that it|would be desirable to

ac level. For this pur-
pope, 3886 development
bidcks in the country
shpuld be divided into
three-fouf sectors consisting of 25-
30 villagep. Each sector thereafter
may be asigned to a district level
officer for data coltection on vari-
ous pro|forma and submitting
report to|the higher authoriry.
Thereafter, the State govern-
ment copld compile the data and
put up a State profile before the
commitige. Similay exercise could
be carrigd out in the urban arcas
by dividing the municipal areas
into varipus sectors. The Governor
has alsd suggested enacting some
legislatipn for quick action against
the erring government servants.
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AYAWATL HER  hushand,
Sohanlal, and three cobil
dren were leading a4 “nap-
py' Hfe at village Madwana,
hardlv an hour's diive from Lucknow
wntil the evening of julv 3. 2000, Two
constables from Maal police station
called on them that evening and ook
Sehanial away to teach™ him a lesson,
For. 26-vear-old Madyawai had quar-
retled with Anita, another Dalit woman
of the neighbourhood, whose lather had
the “means” to influence the police-
men. Schanlal they say wasiet off afrer a
fow blows {and the police sdmi this]
And alitrle later, alleges Maviwaln, fin
men i uniform came and vaped her,
Mavawati, however, dared 10 up-
proach the Zilla Parishad member {rom
her ward (he belongs o the CPH and
irsisted that an FIR be registered only 1o
o Siste] !
\-\\‘_’gmsf‘d awily b B:-.(Imz‘mngh‘ M:ﬁ;ll
& qa:nauun n-charge. She persisted
waw the State Comnsission lor
& & Castes and Scheduded Tribes
& dwiis hearing the case, Ao FIR
e Ataring Kakon police stajon
> 9}'—13 examinaion conducted
Lo W (he alleged mape are now
‘\ aaccording m .
gh is convinced she has

The right to life, leave alone a life of dignity, is being

denied to the Dalit in the tivo biggest States. While in

Uttar Pradesh, he can at least hope to earn a living
working in some factory or cold storage plant dotting
the countryside, in Bihar he has nowhere to go, writes

V. KRISHNA ANANTH.

manufactured a story to get 18s. 1 lakh as
compensation’”, And al} those in Mad-
waha, mosl of (hem Dal'ts again, seem
to> have been “told™ by their village el-
ders fwho insist on accompanying vou
when you go to the Dalit bas!i to canvey
that nothing happened.

Ever since Julv 7, Mayawatt, sohanial
and their chifdrea have been on the run;
they reach Tndirta Bhawan iwhewe the
SIS eommission is located) in buck-
now [ur the hearing and then go wway,
Their hame i Vvadwana is Tocked and
no one wants T know where they are,
They do not wanl o face the wrath of
the pobiee,

Birendra. o 30-year-old Passi, had in-
heriied the “pattd’ for one bigha (nve-

————

thirds of an acre) of fertile land ar Uttar
Dauna, u village on the Lucknow-Bara-
banki highwav. His father got the "pat-
ta” thanks to the land refaiins drive in
Uttar Pradesh in the 19705 But then.
Birendra had to sell it ofl - he became a
Buddhist to do that: for “parta” land,
according (0 the law, is iralienable as
fong as he remains & Dalit — a few
monnths age."They” (the village elders)
tad captared all the laiwd around his
sinall plot and he was Toreed fo partwith
his oven zagnin for a price or wait and
watch as that o was capfured’”

Instances of “patla” lovds of Dalits
being seld ond the holders moving to
amer places o1 opting out of agriculrural
aherations as now common in Utar
Prudesh. Indeed, ibese incidents do not
rnloas auocities againse the Dalils;
cerialiiy not . arce aking place in
neighbouring Ribar. Of o 2100 mux-
ders in Uttar Pradesh, bers. cen Jannary
L and April 15 this year (200 corders a
day onan average). the Vietiims were Na-
iits in ar least 99 cases. iYar 99 Ualits
were killed i 1ust (06 davs slmast cne
a day) mav not be the same i the in-
stances of mass killings that Bikar had
witnessed during the past few yews,

The situation in Uttar Pradesh is 5
shade ditferent from what provails in Bi-
har dhere is no Ranvir Senain Utter Pra-
desh. But thei, it s not because the elite
in soctal and econcmiic enns are more
humane and democratic ithan thelr
hrethren in Bihar, 1t is stmply becanse
thie athers, the Dralits in particuiar, bave
mare wiys of eling out a livelihood -—
they can sell off their land. even 3F i s
ton & paltry sum, look for arnather voca-
tion in the big and small famories that
dot the countryside and wali padiently
for e day when the BSP coantires pow-
¢ in (he state before they “aesert” their
riglis.

‘Allhe changes in the socio-conomic
reality in Uttar Pradesh as a resultof the
sembiance of refori s — affirmative ac-
fion leading 1o changes i the land-
cuwniing patterns — such as the abulition
of Zamindari in the early 14505 leading
Lo tenancy vights for the peasants (that
made the intermediate castes a foree in
the state's poiitical discourse:, fullowed
by distribution, by the State, of “patta”
lands to the [Jalits in a hig way in the
14705, have rendered the countryside in
Uttar Pradesh different. But then, such
PIGRICSS (€0 i< aeing reversed

‘Fhoese measures along with the com-

ing up of farmers covperatives, sone in-

dustriad growrth ismallscale as well as
large factoriest, wcconipanied by mech-

anisalion of agricwltaral operations had
their fimpact on the social scenc too. In
other| words, the feadal structure was
rattled il not dismantled.

In Bihar, there was no such tadition,
ihosg who vwn land in Bihar not oaly
consitler it infra-dig to work on it bt
also gonstder if their right to treat the

5 workers ke vattle, The Landtes:
warkgrs, predominandy Dalits, can ¢i-
ther cpnfinue ta live in servility or refuse
to wotk in the fields; they can migrate 16
Patna| Calcutta or Mumbai to pull ©
clerickshaws or work as menials. For, Bi-
har hardhy boasts of v industry, big
smattjor mechnm.

Bui|then, some deckled to stav back
and demand proper weges. a share in
the crop and also o space 13 the peditical
discoyrse. And the conseguence was
there for all to see: Khoypira in the Bhoi
par region whnessed the killing of three
suich persons {all Dalits by the Ranvir
Senain April 1993: and the trail of biood
has coptinued down the vears, the lates:
incident being at Miapur on June 16

Thete are large tracts in Bihar where
the Dajits are allowed to live 'peaceiud-
Iy, Fdr instance, Sancswari Devi and
her higsband., Ram Avtar Das, of Ma
gaun, onjy a lew km from Pawna, cigoy
“grorertion’ from Mahalay Sing'. Apart
from several acres of land and lo of
cattle. he also “owns' at least two doven
ten afd wormen who work in his fields.
They gkt 3 kg of rice and 172 kg of tlour
for every day's work and as long as they
dn poy demand anything more, they
face np cthreat to their lite. The fact is

Mayawati and Schantal of Madwana
victims of police iyranny.
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viflage in Uttar Pradesi..
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thiat the nelir co e ]
aAigainy, s Deing aonicd e
the o fargest Stades b

ek driver is cor
uificial residence.
toenails plucked ol

airpif v isthe fowy

There is terrer i 1l
al the Ranviy S¢
and the Dalits Inoconral Biliar s
lear of being dispossessed ol w
litde fand rhev con
fralics 1 Uty P
nowerful elite und
spme steall ey Shide an b
destyilie Pabi cana ‘
Hving working in soire
storige phnt dotting the
Bihar, he has novnere
U bveay ol becoming
00 Is T ST

< hatnts hy o

HisIEi!

For the Billings so end and i
aphere ol terror (o vanish ihore oo
ways. e, the siate madhiine v aots anid
ensires s e rade of v s cudoreed.
Uhizowil] regire tha po-iical leadership
of ail hues clears s own stables of thase
with crtminal and readal mindsers, Two.
the poor andd the narginaddised reconcile
tiwmseives, the wav Bivendra i Bara-
Lakd wL Danesann DevE 1 Ndgaunn have,
te suffer in silenve, This, however, s in-
imicai to the basic tenets of democrac, 2
and the spirit of our Constitution. And®
hence, it s unfair 2o cven wish
peace s restored i this wav In
meanwhile, oivil socicly in these €8
States, enceimpassing the Gange
sin, home of the “glorinus” ved
ilisation. is sliding inte an aby ~;da,at
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NAGPUR 27 ALGUST
THE BIP’s self-preening aver the
election of a Dalit as its president
has been tempered by the realisa-
tion that the expansion of its sup-
port base among the OBCs and
Dalits have plateaued off,

The confession came from
the newly-elected party presi-
dent, Mr Bangaru Laxman, who
chose in his maiden remarks to
sound the w armng that

to extend
base ambqg@ﬁahts

Diwakar & P R Ramesh LU“O clearly, with Mr Laxman observ-

ing “In some states, which were
our traditional stronghoids, we !
have sutfered setbacks. In some :
ather states, where the party has :
grown rapidly in the past decade :
or so and where we expected to |
come 1o power, our performance
was not up 10 the mark.” [

Mr Laxman whose remarks |:
were at variance with the “parry |;
on the roll” image painted by cam- |
mitted spin dociors struck a can-|

“Although we
have been able
to artract dalits,
adivasis and OBCs in significant
nwmbers in recent years, we are
vet to consolidate this new sup-
port base and continuously
expand it among these numeri-
cally and socially important sec-
tions of our seciety.”

The acknowledgement forms
part of the everall concern over
how 10 get past the 23 per cent
electoral barricade after the
Hindutva-inspired rapid growth
starting from 1989. “The results
of the 1899 Lok Sabha elections,
and also, recent elections in some
states show a trend that demands
a serious look from us.”

Further, the disappointment
over the recent performance in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar showed

did note while

have helped neither the Muslim
nor the party, and that there is
need to rework the equations wit]
the comrunity.
The concern over lack of cop-
solidation of support among the
non-upper caste sections comes|at
a time when the party is having/to
deal with a fresh round of allega-
tions of neglecting the OBCs.
The removal of Mr Kalyan
Singh, a backward, as Uttar
Pradesh chief minister, together
with the replacement of Mr
Praksh Singh, another backw

non-dwijas.



Anju Sharma
New Delhi, June 2

Notified: Del%

AN "No 5

LAKHS OF Jats in the Zapital will now be part of
the Other Backward Clasises (OBCs}. A notification
to this effect was issued by Delhi Lt. Governor Vijal
Kapoor yesterday. Folloswing the issuance of the
notification, the Jats can now avail of the reservation
benefits.

According to ¢stimate:s, there are at least 10 lakh
Jats in Delhi who will be: benefited by this decision.
The Jats had been demianding, since a long time,
that they should be inclu ded in the OBC category on
the plea that they are socially and econcmically
backward as compared 1;0 other communities.

The Jats are also an im portant political forge in the
city and are essentially c:oncentrated in Quter Delhi.
where they play a crucia | role in deciding the fate of
electoral candidates.

Delhi becomes the seciond state after Rajasthan to
give OBC status to the Jats. In Western Rajasthan.
the Jats were includect in the OBC category last
year. The Jat commuriity then placed its demand
before the Dethi Comrnission for Other Backward
Classes. The commissio n, headed by former member

LS. are

OBC

f Parliament. Justice (retired) Ghuman Mal Lodha

listcned to the views of the Ja

L community and in its

report rccommended that the Jats in the Capital

should be included in the OBCs.

Government accepted the req
In their representations to
Jats clained that they were sq

The
ommendations.
the Commission, the
cially and economical-

Delhi

Iy weaker than other communitics in the eity and

therefore should be included
maintaincd that other comm

in the list. They also
urtities such as Ahirs

and Gujjars, which were ecpnomically better off,

had already been given this sf

When contacted, various Ja
including Member of Par
Verma, Yoganand Shastri ar
comed the decision.

atus.

leaders in the Capital
fament Sahib Singh
d Sajjan Kumar wel-

Mr Shastri said the reservation would help the

community to progress both
cally. While Mr Sahib Sing
from the Jat-dominated Outq
Mr Sajjan Kumar has been
twice.

kocially and cconomi-
h Verma is the MP
e Delhi constituency,
MP from this area

The Delhi Government will
ommendations made by the cd
to some other communities.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

<3 Juh 20

not look into the rec-
mmission with regard



in Bihar district

refused toallow lifting of the bodies
for cremation demanding immedi-

NAWADA (BIHAR), JUNE 12

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Q/

ELEVEN upper caste people,

" inciuding eight of a family, were

gunned down and four others seri-

1 ousty injured by unidentified as-
* sailants in Bihar's Nawada district

on Sundav night,
Monday.

State Diregtor General of Po-
lice, K A Jacob said over hundred
assailants, armed with automatic
weapons, swooped on Apsad villag

. under Warsaliganj police station in
* Nawada and killed eleven persons
; including a five-year-old child

sleeping on the roof of a two-

. storeyed building owned by refa-
- tives of an Independent MLA,
+ ArunaDevi.

Four others who suffered in-
juries in the attack were sent to
Patna Medical College Hospital
(PMCH) where their condttion
was stated to be critical.

Those killed were Gita Singh
(48), Ramdahin Prasad (25), Chan-
drika Prasad Singh (15), Girish Ku-
mar {5), Kamlesh Singh (12 ), Ra-
makant Singh (28), Mintu Kumar
{18), Dasrath Singh (24), Satish Ku-
mar, Rajo Singh (45) and Ramial
(15). Police said the attackers also
slit the throat of the victims and
plerced their abdomen with sharp-

ate suspension of Deputy Superin-

tendent of Police, Warsaliganj, PK !

y

Mandal, officer-in-charge, and in-

charge of Chakway police station.

Raidswere being conducted atvar-

ious places in Nawada to arrest the

kiliers. Additional companiesof the

para-military forces were being
rushed to Nawada keeping in view

the mounting tension after the inci-

dent,
The victims belenged to upper
caste Bhumihar comraumnity, the

sources said adding that the kilfing

could be the fallout of the gang war

between Ashok Mahato and ¢
Akhilesh Singh groups in central |

Bihar. Senior officials including Ja-

cob, state Home Secretary U N

Panjiar, Inspector General of Police

(Patna Range) Neelmani were |

camping on the spot to oversee the
combing operaticn.

The killing came barely a week |

after the massacre of six persons be-

longing to Yadava community in

Nawada. According to official

sources, angry villagers set on firc

three bogies of 591 up Jhajha-Gaya
DMU train at Gauspur station in
protest against the incident. They
also uprooted fish plates to block
tnovernent of trains.
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-\ RANVIR SENA STRIKES AGAIN

women

”1

gu ned down in Bihar

BY K. Balchand

GOM (Aurangabady, JUNE 17 At feast 34 people, including
women and children, belonging ta some intermeddi-
ary backward castes and Dalits, were shot dead and
19 injured by gunmen of the Ranvir Sena, a private
army of upper caste Bhumihars, in Mianpur tola of
Upahara village under Goh police station limits of
central Bihar's Surangabad district last oight

OFf the 19 injured, 13 were adwmitted 1 the Magadh
Medical College Hospital, Gaya where the condition
of three of them is said 1o be serious.

The killing was repc)rtedl\ o avenge the kifling of
35 Bhumibars m Senasi village by members of the
outlawed Maoist Communist Cenfre last vear,
theugh the immediate provocation is said 1o be the
massacre of 13 members of a Bhumihar family in
~awada district tast week by a criminal gang having
the support of vel anoiher intermediary backward
caste, the Kwrmis.  Hundreds of armed marauders
swooped down on the village last night around 8
p.m. when most of the residents were having their
supper and began frmg mdlecnm\ Le'n.r trum close
range. - g

At teast folir of m dead wire dnldun -~ some
were shot through the head and some through the
eyes — while 15 women were killed. Never before
were women targeted on such a large scale by the
Ranvir Sena. The slain inciuded 26 Yadavs, six Dush-
adhs, a sub-sect of a Scheduled Caste, and two car-
penters. The police said the Raovir Sena’s obvious
warget were the Yadavs.

According to the locals, four Bhumihars of Senari
came to the village on Friday morning under the
pretext of searching for missing cattle.  The villagers
chased the four out and even lodged a mmmmm at
the Saharsa police outpost neay ‘ienau The police
junored it but later sent a tearn which arrived around
7.30 p.m. and tatked to the villagers. As soon as the
police team reached the outskirts hundreds of gun-
toting men arived. The law enforcers promply took
to their heels leaving the villagers 1o fend for them-
selves. The Chiel Secretary, Mr. V.S Dubey, rushed
to the site and ook stock of the situation.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal president, Mt. Laloo ¥ra-
sad Yadav, who went to the village stayed for a bout
four hours and tried to console “the bercaved fam-
ilies. None of the senior leaders of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance — the BIP, Samarta Party or the JD(U)
— went there.

The Chief Minister, Mrs. Rabri Devi brushed aside
Oppasition demand {or her ministry's resignation

among 34

s

A woman's body hangs out of arice storage
bin In Mianpur village on Satirday. The
victim, who tried to hide hersejf, was killed
allegedly by Ranvir Sena| — AP

and said it was out of sheer desperation to destabil-
ise a duly-elected Government. Affer visiting Mian-
pur wﬂage the Chief Minister said{she was ready o

resign “but sonwebody should corme forward wilh a !

guarantee (o prevent massacres’,

She announced a campeusatioh package inchud-

ing Rs. 3 lakh in cash and emplbyment under the |

Imhra Awas Yojana 0 each of 1he affected families,

Laloo's charge

P11 reports from Patna:

Talking 10 reporters later, Mr. IahJo Prasad Yadav,
charged thiu the massacre was pth of the sinister
design 10 [()pp[t, and destablilse™ the Rabi Devi
Ministry by “feudal and fascist forces”™.

Peinting vut that the Governrgent woutd not spare
anvane involved in the “dastargly act’”, he said the
move fo destabilise the Govelnment bpegan after
Mrs. Rabri Devi took over as Chief Minister.

Parties’ reactions on predictable fines: Page 8 .
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serenced mate Stenographer {8G ¢
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AV LER, WO, 1D LAahousIe area
needs Chartered Accountant, Cost
Acocountant, Saies Tax Consuliant and
Excise Consullant, as retainer f on part-
time Dasis. Please write with present
salary and safary expecied. None with
fasg than 10 yrs. experlence need apply.

1 Bur SV 2442, Statesman, Calcutta-

7O {2702%)

ARENA MULTIMEDIA —

PARK STREET

Invites applications for the past of
“Facuity”. Graduates with wWorking
knowtsdge  of  Soltware  like
FhetoShep,  ustrator,  Cirectny,
remier. 305 MAX, JAVA, HTME,
CHTAL - : .
Excellent  communication  skifls
required. Wafk-in interview an 20th
June, from 2 p.mta 5 ., Kehingor,
105, Park Street, Caloulta-16, 246-
1104, (272324)
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COMPUTER facully nected wiling
to travel, Huent in English. Knowing
Oftice. G+, VB, Internat, Web
Designing (Re. 1,300). ASM: 554-4785
(Mon. — Sat.}. {27477

COMPUTER operaior MS
Windows), fuent in Engiish, urgently
needed by small livn near Ballygunge
Phiari. Salary nepolianie, around Hs.
2,000+, Call at 50X, Garcha Road,
Caloutta-12. (d75-0027 / 476-0571),

{B00002)

CONTACT for various types of job in

diffargnt erganisations. U, 8. Gonsutant,

Phone: 455-0218 / 485-2530. time 10
-—5pm. {27206}
CYBERWORKS, the  largest

Authorised Haseller and Authorised
Ssrvice Provider of Compaq requires:
1) Br. Marketing Execulive — having
MinimwT 2-3 yrs. expenence in seliing
infgrnational Brands & Networking
Solutions. punts

Manager — having experience of mini-

mum 4-5 yrs. in Marketing imernational

Brands & Lan & Wan & com Solutions

to Corporates, fnterested Candidales

may send thelr biodata within 7 days, at
T ox N .

S fnn Pt £

Aa

BB /JOBC DHTML, XML. Agtive-X.
Celd fusion, Net dynamics,

VO ot VBASR MFC, COM. OCon,
CORBIA, CC++/Unix

Oracle-8/81, with Intormix, SQL serv-
21, a5 well as vary senior dasignors and
devislopars,

The candidaie should be BE. .
3 Tagh {Flectronigs and
Telecommiynicatian Electrica!  /
Somputer Seience) / M.C.A having 4-§
¥8ars’ experiance i software davelop-
ment and 2-3 years” as a project mar-
ager ! project teader

Remuneration wilf maich with the
pestin the industry

Flease waik-in on 19-5-2000, from
1000 am fo 500 pm, Manager —
ARD, S.A GlobanPy (td, 574 Park
Street, Fark Mangion, 2nd  Floor,
Caloutta- 200018, {BOOOOT)

MAC  OPERATOR, knowing

hor Freenand, with creative

sanse. Sev personaiy ! B
Anand Aderlising. 35 CR Avenue,
Caleutta-70012. (B0a00s)

MALE, smafe wanled for mobie
safes. watk 114, Mandal Termple Lans,

qab

« Box SV 3695,
Staesman, Galoults- 700001 (23983}

REQUIRE Sales Executive with two
years experience in celular phave or
cradit card ang must be Duemt in
Enghah, prefor Soutn Catcutia Apply
Box SV 2334, Statesman, Calkcutla-
700001, (26886}

SACHDEVA NEW PT.COLLEGE
ZONAL OFFICE

Requires  Busingss  Exaeculives.
Graduaies with good communication
skills from similar background. Wak in
with confitence ai 63, Rali Ahmad
Kidwai  Road.  Calcutla-700016.
Frashers may also apply. {BOOT217;

SALES Represeniative tequired for
very ranowned  Dalry  Comgany,
Experience in FMCE and atdlity 1o handle
and appsint butor essonlial. Apply

ialely  with PAsEpor-tize  {nan-
returnatilel photonrap, :
Statesman, Caloutla- 700001, 127014)

SAOUK HOSSEES £o YUAIS eXpEnerncs
as a front me manager wih p

Florence india.
32. £zra Stroet,
Floom Mo, 663,
Caicutta- 760001,
WANTED lor o short-term engage-

(27188

Froducis
{2694 1)

WANTED, for a travel agency. one
smart inteflegent, hardworking, pleas-
ant personakity, Recoptionist-cum-PA.,
knowledge of shorthand, typing, com-
puter and fluency in English. Banoali,
Hindi mast. Walk-in interwew on 20-06-
2000 and 21-06.2000 (12 t0 4 prad,
Apply with C.V. and passport-size pho-

Sireat,
1BOOE309)

Iy A Mechanial Engines lor & 581

3o

\

aepeg
usaq aswy KoYJ
paaniur gz 241 Jo 91 JO uonpuoy
ayy a0y dn 03 AewW {joy oy,

ey

i

Safety Pa@ES?m on fire ﬁm:yw
Pigase apply to Box SV 250,

Oy 0Nt (2rge
INTERACTIVE  Loami

Itk
Systams L., 100% subsiciary of Z§ |

Teletilms Lid. invites application far the
post of Markeling Executives with o
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PRESS TRUST OF ININA

PATNA, June 17. — Mrs Rabri
Devi tonight brushed aside the
Opposition demand that she
resign after the Miapur car-
nage.

The chief minister said after
vigiting Miapur village that she
was ready to resign “but some-

- body should corae forward with

a guarantee to prevent mas-
sacres.”

She said steps were being
taken to bring the killers to
book immediately. She had
announced an ex-gratia pay-
ment of Rs 1.10 lakh to depen-
dents of each of the victims,
besides a government job to an
eligible member of the
hereaved families,

Opposition parties, she
charged, were indulging in a
vilification campaign against
her government and said that
they were the “masterminds”
behind massacres, after being
defeated in elections.

Mrs Rabri Devi said villagers
of Miapur had informed her
that there was a conspiracy to
destabilise her government.
“We have secured the people’s
mandate and we have o serve
them.”

Charge-sheet

The CBI joint director, Dr UN
Biswas, today said the agency
did uot seek permissien from
the Governor to file charge-
sheet against the Chief

2

Bhajpur

24 Doc 1996; Ranvir Sena kills
Patna

1 Dec 1887:

Ranvir Sena kitls
Bhojpur

11 May 1998:

25 Jan 1999:
Jehanabad
Ranvir Sena kills
Jahanabad

10 Feb 1996:
14 Feb 1999;
18 Mar 1699:
"2t Apr 1999:

18 Nov 1998:
3 June 2000:

13 Jun 2000;

16 Jun 2000:

MASSACRES IN BIHAR SINCE JULY 1996 §

11 July 1996; Ranvir Sena kills 21 Dalits at Patianitola in

Ranvir Sena kills §1 Dalits in La
Batha, Jehanabad

Ranvir Sena kills 22 Dalits at Sa

Peaople’s War kills seven uppercaste members
at Ustibazar in Jehanabad
Maaist Communist Centre kills 33 Bhumibars at
Senart in Jehanabad :
Ranvir Sena kills 12 Dalits and
Zahirbighs in Jehanabad
MCC kills 12 Muslims at Latu
Six people killed at Rajivbigha
unidentitied assatlants

Twelve upper caste membe

12 Dalits at Haibaspur in
hmanpur-
10 Dalits at Nagribazar in
karbigha in

11 Dalits at Ngrayanpur in

Yadavs at

Palamau
in Nawada by

kiled at Apsad in _

Minister, Mrs Rabri Devi, in
the disproportionate assets
case, says UNI from Ranchi.

Talking to reporters here,
Dr Biswas said sanction had not
been sought from the Governor
as Mrs Rabri Devi was being
chargesheeted in & case which
was of the period when she was
not a public servant.

field investigation was almost
over and jcharge-sheets had
been filed 1n about 36 cases.

In thre¢ major conspiracy
angle casgs of the fodder scam,
charge-sheets would be filed
soon, he $aid, adding that the
rest of| the cases were
in the state of legal scruting.
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| Ranvir dena agan,

the news of yet another massacre. In a state where the
A the Government doesn’t run beyond the corridors of
power, Yhe tragedy that struck Miapur village in Aurangabad
district last Friday night was perhaps only waiting to happen.
Unadulterated caste violence, ideologically-driven viclence and
politically-inspired violence have long plagued the benighted
state. At times, thete is a combination of all the three,
Sawrday's carnage by alleged members of the Ranvir Sena
appears 1o he a case of retaliatory violence perpetrated against
a patticular intermediate caste which nad been held responsible
(o5 the massacse of a dazen menl§fs of a forward caste a

week ago. pﬁ"\ﬂ*\/
The mtensification of caste conflilts underscor®s the sipnal
failure of the Rabri Devi Government to contain agrarian vio
lence occurring in south-central Bihar with distressing regulari
tv. The mayhem at Miapur is yet another addition to a long list
of tragic episodes in this respect. Nawada and Aurangabad dig-
tricts are fast catching up with fehanabad and Gaya in notoyi-
ety. The number of armed clashes is increasing in the two neigh-
baring districts as a result of the running battle both betwi
the caste senas and the Naxalites, and the upper and intermgdi-
ate castes, Each major incident of massacre is followed by retal-
iatory violence.
Perhaps the single causal thread running through Miapur,
BRara, Belchi, Arwal eic. is the absence of the political will to
undertake meaningful land reforms in the staté. The agrarian
unrest, including Waxalite-inspired violence, 1s rooted in jacute
social and economic disparities. The State Government has nei-
thers the ability nor the political will 1o take on either the armed
“revolutionary” groups or the private armies. Politiciand are of
course a class apart, Bihar has a large number of legislatdrs with
criminat antecedonts. Whereas in the Sixties and Seventies the
! goonda vlements were kept away from direct involvemept in the
" political process, Yoday they find themselves elected (g the leg-
tslature and ardently courted by various parties. Thgagony of
Bihar can only end if a responsible administration s charge,
but there does niot seem to be any in sight,
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ar govt. will set up special
court to trv massacre accused

., v . (ol
Centre ready to assisi

&
g r .
RJD govt: Tajpayvee a il
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Atal Behart Vajpavge
ot Sunday reviewed the sttuation arising out bl
Friday s mussacre of 24 peopie in Aurangabad district
i Bihar at a high-level meeting here.

According to svtrees, Mr Vagpavee tald the meet-
ing that the Centre is ready 1o assist the RID govern-
ment it Bihar in every way to pu\ ent the Lﬂlmu of
impocent peaple, &

The PM has asked Uston uwuhurs. mxmster
Nitish Kumar, who s currently in Bihar, 1o comact
leaders of various groups o calm down the situation.
the sourges said.

Those present it the meeting were minister of siate
tor home Vidva Sagar Rao, principal secretary to the
PM Brajesh Mishira, special honme secretary M.B.
Kaushal and other semor officials.

Meanwhile, in Patna. the Bihar government has
decided ro canstitute a special court ta trv the accused
in Mianpur massacre.

“The government w il also constitute a special task
foree divided into 280 teams to lackle the left and right
wing extrermism and idenufy crimi-
nat gangs”” RID president Laloe
Prasad Yadav wld reporier on
Sundayv.

Armed men belonging to the
Ranvir Sena., a private army of the
upper caste, gunned down 34 people
at Mianpur village on Fridav night.

All the policemen posted at the
Suhar police prcket near Muanpur

. that there s no Russian state, Gangs

MURDER MOST FOUL

® Special task force to tackle
left and right wing extremism

@& Left parties calt 12-hour Bikar
bandh on June 21

& Eleven persons arrested as
intense raids are on

Mourning the death of
civil sociely in Bihar

By Pranava K Chaudhary
The Times of India News Service \_M
PATNA: The stote has finally withefed away. ¥

took the Russtans over seventy-five [vears has taken
us in Bihar just ten vears. Yes, the external trappings
are there. Thers s a Presideni. a Prime Mimster, o
Duma {Parhament) and police. Butfevervone knows
ars, crime syndi-
the Russian gouivalent of the
are the pgople who have

cates and above all
dreaded matfui—ihcy
replaced the state,

In Bihar, the parallef i3 uncanoy|There is a gover-
nor, a chief minister, the legislature Jthe police and the
para-military forces, But all the shofy are called by the
“eriminal gangs” who operate with) imimunity since it
is they who are the state. Mourning the death of civil
sactety i always a difficelr task.[But there are no
mourners  loft, strongly  feels  soctal  activist
Furushottam  of  Mass  Information  Research
Assoctation {MIRA)Y.

The recent killing of the innofents s but a grim
reminder that friminal gangs tule
the state and will pot be denied
their right to epllect toll or protec-
ton money. The collection of chauth
(fourth part of the produce) 13 an
age-old traditjonr in this country.
While mostly it was the state or
what passed for a state collected this
chauth, i1 wap not uncommon for
gangsters to pre-empt the state and

were susperded for negligence of
duty. inspector geperal of police Neelmani said.
adding that the Sahar police picket had also been
clased.

He said 1t had been decided 1o set up a new pulice
picket at Duthabigha under Gob police station with
adeguate strength of scouritvmen 1o deal with
extremists and anti-socials,

Mr Nechzant. wha is supervising the combing oper-
ation against the ulira organisations o central Bihar,
said Aurangabad. Jehunubad and Arwal police were
conducting joinl raids at sariouws places.

Eleven persons have so far been arvested ay intense
raids continue for the outiawed Ranvir Sena men
responsible for the massacre. he said.

Mr Neelmani said an addittonal company of
Central Reserve Police Foree (CRPT) wus deployed
in Aurangabad o further step up the combing opera-
tion. A three-member fact Anding team of the BIP.
led by fermer Union mimster M.AL Nagi, visited the
spot ang Jarer said that the simuation in Bihar had
gone belgpnd control and the NDA should take ini-
tative 10 end the misrule of the Laloo-Rabn regime.

BIP Rajya Sabha momber 8.5 Ahjuwalia. who is
also a member of the wam. demanded immediate dis-
missal of the Rabri Devi ministry placing the state
assemnbly under suspended unimation.

RID president Laleo Yadav, on the other hand,
accused BJP. Samata and JTD{L7) of patrenising the
hanned Ranvir Sena.

Meanwhile, left parties. induding the CPLCPI-ML
{Liberation). and Forward Bloc on Sunday called a
12-twour Bihar bandh on June 21 (o protest ayainst the
recurrence of massacres in the $1ate. azcs

collect chauthfor theix own upkeep,
The state, when it could, came Hown heavily on theSe
criminal bands and the supremacy of law was estab-
Lished and order was maintaingd.

Where else can you find fhat the toning up of
adminisfrtion means mass tfansters of hundreds of
wop officials? Where else can you find the police force
being revwarded for failure” “ But at what cost?” gues-
tioned human right activist Remashray Prasad Singh.

In each and every carnage enly the innocent have
been butchered. Havdly any gangster. caste teader,
community leader or anvong having o voice has been
killed.

The zongs need money [to operate and sustain
themseives. So they colleqt chiaurh and whenever
there is dispute over the cofjection. there s a carnage.
Evervane then rushes to the spat and “learned dis-
courses ” are made on socidl and caste tensions being
at the root cause of the magsacre.

A pucels law-and-ordermatter is thus turned inta
something which is faintiviimderstood by even those
who show about sociafjeaste tensions from the
roaftop. Yet this ts the lawiul government of the state.
The tivh court has all ofien castigated the non-func-
qoning of the government and now there is hardly a
dav when the goverment is not eriticised or censured
in ih: highcst judicial forpm of the state.

w4 wotep it all. the tfing party has been demand-
ing the recall of the goveimor. The Centre has indeed
reposed great taith on the present incumbent and has
LAV him additional d atge as governor of West
Bgﬂgﬂi

The wheel has come
there wall be no one lef

{ub circle in Bthar. Very soon
For, the dead carev no tales,




PECIAL COURT TO TRY MIANPUR MASSACRE ACCU

PM assures all help to fi it

no !
a1t caste
. Y- Co\ls §
By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 18. The Prime Minister, My
Atal Behari Vajpayec. indav expressed the
Centre's witlingness to assist the 8ihar Gov-
etnment in its hid o putan end ta caste-relat-
ed killings in the Siate. The offer of assistance
came after a review meeting summaoned this
afternoon by the Prime Minister.

According to a seanior official of the PMO,
the offer mainly pertains 1o making available
more para-military personnel in addition 1o
the BSF bhattalion sent a week ago. Mr. Vaj-
payee has also directed the Unjon Agriculture
Minister. Mr. Nitish Kumar, who is already
present in the State, to comtact ' leaders of var-
ious groups to calm down the situation”™.

Among those gresent at the review meeting
were the Minister of State for Home, Mr. C.
Vidvasagar Rao, the Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra. and the
Special Secretary (Home). Mr. M.B. Kaushal.

Laloo blames it on
BJP-RSS-Ranvir Sena nexus
By K. Balchand

PATNA, JUNE 18. The Bihar Gpvernnydm today
announced fresh administrayive sicasutres (o
cope with the growing incidelt® of massacre
in the State, while the RJD blamed the BjP-
RSS-Ranvir Sena nexus ko destabilise the Rabri
Devi Governiment XU a high-level mecting
with senior officefs, the Chief Minister. Mrs.
Rabri Devi, detided to set up a special court

~ - gs l
r th &
for the speedy trial of those responsible
Eriday's massacte, in which 34 people w
killed in Mianpur village in Aurangabad dis-
ict.
The Government also placed under suspen-
sion the Daroga and all the constables ofjthe
Saharsa police pickel which had been sey up
after the Senart massacre in March 1989 when
34 Bhumihars were killed by the MCC,
The picket had not yeacted to the compfaint
of the Mianpur tola residents about the visit of
residents of Senari and had also not trigd (o
protect them when the attack was lautiched
despite its presence in the ill-fated village.
Apart from pasting six police officers In the

On his part, the Governor, M. V.C.
summoned the Chief Secretary, Mr. V.5

bey. and the Home Secvetary, Mr. 11N, Pan-
jiar, and held discussions. The Centre had
spught a report jram the Governor pver the

-
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o\ A new twist to Bihar k_fllings

By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, JUNE 19, The massacie i 34
peapie in Aurangabad Jisiricn by
the Rapwvir Sea an Priday fast
nrarks a new tist 1o kiflings in the
violenece-pronie comtral Bibae
where it bad abways heer o claslh:
bhetwesn the feadat indlords ana
the naxalite augfits {fighdneg e
caase of the explnized o

Even rhough ibe Ronviy Scha
claimeq tha it avenged te Gillings
of 35 Phureibars in Senatt in eha-
nabad distien o Rhweh 1990 the
fnstant instization for the binod-
path in MMianmay was the gurder of
13 Bhunshars w Afsar village of
Nawata district a week ago. The
Afsar carnage was the cubmination
of the ipternecine battle hetwerr
three gangs which bacd the suppot.
the Bhumihars, Yadavs aond the
Kurmis respectively. .

Farnwed abous elght vhars agod
the name of countesing noxalise
activities, the Ranvir Sena has now
hverceded on bed S b rrimi-
nal gang led by Aklulosn Snigh
without any remorse. The ondy
possible explanation for its aotion
could be that those kitted in Afsar
belonged to the Bhumibar caste
and that it no longer was in a posi-
tion 10 recelve support ot such
criminal elements wiihout tetar-
ihyg the favour.

That undetscores the Sena's
weakness., At the same time the
Sena's leadership sought o use
the opportunity 1o get over the i
ternal rifr that had cansed a split in
its rank.

The Ranvir Sena has been wylng
to spreak on behall of the entive
caste for sometinm pow, It suc-
ceeded in s effor in the Susombiy
clections when o Fonved e NUDA

constituends o field its nominecs
6F support its candids-es i the As-
sembly elections.

In the backdrop woe
vion of the Uthon i
it slapping o ban gl
gromhs agn wh Lo
one werk of s o
that It would s with any
agrganisation e countty o Ie-
store peace: withiv, the fiamewark
of the Copsttution, The point s
e Senw was spered, The mpact
of which was that the under-
ground naxatite groups sought 1o
tury thety differences to meet the
threat, while the Sena was em-
toldened enough to even dentand
a ban on the CPI-ML, though it
trad given ap ns wnderground ac-
tivities long ago and had juined the

swnainstream political system, This
apparently led 1o few clashes in-
side some jaiis Jocated in the con
tral districts af the State.

The Afsar varnage came hamdy
for the Sena leadership w prove ifs
relavance nnice again and broaden
its base fram the confines o Ie?‘{a—
nabad and Bhojpur districis. 1t Has
now taken up cudgels on behalf of
s community in Nawada district
and claini emoy into Aurangabad
district as well though the fact re-
mains that Upahar vitlege Mian-
pur tola is located n 14 5 so
incated that it is the st village
from bath lehanabad and( Gaya
district, where too the Seya has
heen seeking to spread its/tenta-
cles.

The most significant aspect of
the Mianpur varnage is thav it had
targeipd the intermediagy back-
ward caste of vadavs beghiles the
fhusndhis (a8 suhsect of the Sched-
wled Casted and Mistris) ccarpen-
lerss,

dae the ac-

i~ .

/‘Z%;

of view the
a faifed ar
sk kill o aly eight peo-
tv women and children,
ad hence it made Misnpur woly its
upject of retribution. Here 100 the
dle- bodied men escaped the
aath of the kifters who trned
hety guns ob hapless women and
chifelren,

The kifling of no less than 20
WOIEN - NeYer were 50 many

wormen and children killed in any

carnage in the Stare till diate —was
indeed a sign that the Sena was
desperate and anarchist. The fact
that it claimed that it had avenged
the Senari killings makes 1t explicit
that its objeciive was 1o kill as
many people as possibie whether
or not they were at fault.

This shows that the Sena had
turried its guns on the Yadavs in-
stead of the Dalits, But on both ne-
castons the Sena had ndudged in
senseless kiitings, undike the MCO
and the PWG which eliminared
only thoge whom it targeted. Other
than creating terror, the Sena had

failed to achieve any objectve, if |

the two kilings are any indication.
Hence, the bena suffers from a ma-
jor drawback,

1t is alse indulging in a danger-
ous trend oy carrving out a killing
in Aurangabad in retaftation o
sotnething that happened in Na-
wada district, The move to get the
suppert of the community as a
whale across the State by kifling
innocent peopls  threarens  to
prove counterproduetive tor the
comrnuniny as a whale.

an LD



FHE RANVIR SBNA. private army of the land-

owning soctal groups in Bihar, has struck once
again in Bihar. Established by the feudal social
groups in the Bhiojpur regiom 1o counter the
landless agricultural workers who had begun o
assert their civil pighis. the mercenaries have
been killing mnocent men, women and chil-
dreny with impunity all these years. The state
imachinery in central Bihar has shown very little
will to check the aclivities of the members of
this killer gang. It is in this context that one
tinds in the latest instance of crime — the grisly
killing of as many as 34 innocent persons at
Mianpur in Awrangabad district — another
chilling reminder of the grim state of affaivs in
dihar. Reporsts that the police personnel posted
in the neighbouring village simply withdrew
when the armed marauders were shooting
down the poor village folk on that fatefiy night
cannot but shock even those familiar with the
ground realities in the State. The Mianpur trag-
edy has only revealed that a civil society where
men, women and children are suppased to
have the right to life against danger 1o their lives
— a fundamental right even by a minimalist
trterpretation of Article 21 of the Constitution
-~ does not exist in paris of Bibar,

That the Mianpur killings were carried out
close on the heels of the massacre a1 a village in
Nawada district —where 13 members of a Bhu-
mihar family were done to death — cleacly
shows the fragmentation of saciety in the State.
bt is tmportant to put all those who are vested
with the responsibility of enswring law and oyv-
der on notice, inciuding the civil administra-
tions. The manner in which human lives are
being allowed 1o be snatched away in Bihar
clearly points to the need to deal with the orit-
ical issues that have heen thrown up in society
ever since the feudal socio-political order, dom-
inated for long by sections belonging o the
and-owning upper castes, was challenged in

ihar in the past one decade. The emergence of
My, Laloo Prasad Yadav [representing, to begin

/ TUESDAY. JUNE 20, 2000
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with, the long legacy off the sncxahst ovement
in Bihar) on the political scene and the reorga-
nisation achjeved in the socio-political set-up
since 1999 and also the rise of the CPIUML-Lib-
etation; as a force all gver Central Bihar left the
rraditional power groups seething with anger;
and the faifure of these groups to ensure “their”
own Government in Patna after Mr. Nitish Ku-
mat failed miserably to manage a majority in
the State Assembly despite his anointment as
Chief Minister seemgd to have been the prover-
biat last straw. One would have 1o view the cur-
rem round of violgnce o the context of the
developments in Patna after the jast elections to
the Assembiy.

Indeed, there feould be a grain of truth in
the charge by Mr, padav that the Mianpur mas-
sacre was “‘part ¢f a sinister design to toppie
and destabilise’” the Rabri Devi dispensation.
Unlike in the past, when the Ranvir Sena’s ma-
rauders chose oply such vilages whose folks
fhiad shown allegiance to the CPUML-Liber-
ationm) or any dther Left-wing groups in the
State, the Miangur killings fall ir & different cat-
egory. it is for the first time, since this band of
marauders was| put together by the land-own-
ing upper castgs in 1994, that the Ranvir Sena
has chiosen to fdirect its fire-power against resi-
dents of a hamlet who have had nothing much
to do with any of the left-wing outfits. This crit-
ical differenge does point to a conspiracy
against the glected Governmment. It, however,
cannot be a ground for absolving the Rabri Devi
Governmentfof its faiure; at the same time, the
canstituents| of the NDA will do well, in their
own intetests and in the interest of the State, 10
desist from/| furthering their partisan political
ends. The {mperative for all those connected
with Bihar'h affairs Gocluding ithe members on
the elected fora, both in the State and at the
Centee, of glf political hues) is to engage them-
seives in earnest efforts to reconstruet civil so-
ciety in the State rather than leding the diift
petsist.

y



~_Bihar evolves plan to check caste killings

Red
By K. Balchand H{/\ nm

9
b

PATNA. JUNE 21, The coordination
committee of the ruding coalition
in Bihar taday chalked out a
three-pranged strategy ta check
the recurrence bf caste sillings by
devising a seif-pratection mecha-
nism, orgamsing peace marches
and speeding up _development
programmes, 7 - & Lb-'?ﬂi,§

The meeting way held against
the backdrop of a seres of caste
witlings in central Bihar over the
past few weeks, the latese being
the massacre of 34 persons by the
Ratwir Sena in Mianpur village of
Aurangabad district. Equally hn-
portant was ke Jetter from che
ACCID  presidenmt, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, to the Chief Minister,
Mys, Rabri Devi, expressing griel
over the killings and undedining
the need for stern and effective
measures ta nal the criminals, ir-
respective of their stams.

The marathon meeting was at-
tended by all the coalition pert-
ners except the CPIMY which
decided to stay away from the
commitiee at the fonnation stage
itself. Thase presemt nwluded the
Chief Minister, the RID president,
My, Laleo Prasad Yadav and the
AWCCH) general seoretary, Mrs,
Maohsina Kidwai, Mr, Madhaisinl
Solankl, My, Pratap Bhanu Shar-
ma and the Bahuwjan Samaj Par-
o'y Mr. Mababail Singh.

Self-protection groups
proposed

The weeting came up with pos-
itive steps 1w end the menace of
caste kitlings.

‘The commitice drew up a plan
which invatves the local papulace
in protection of villages.

According to the plan, District
Magistrales and Superintendents
of Police would personally select

Police iathi-charge CPI{ML) activists during the Bihar bandh on Wednesday called in
protest against the massacres in Mianpur and Afsar vilfages. — Photo: Ranjeet Kumar

vouth and train them to handle
firearnts with the atm of fortuing «
chain of protection groups in «
cluster of villages to thwart aoy
attenipts of vialence by cither ihe
naxalice outfits ot the private ur-
rvies of feudal farces.

fhis decision would be Hmited
ta sensitive districts prone to vio-
lence. The “Home Guards’, who
would receive a daily allowance of
Rs. 50 would be regalated Ly po-
lice pickets in their respective ar-
ik,

The committee also recom-
mended that the Government is-
sue licences to those amony the

poor willing 1o gun a gun,

It was also decided 1o create a
rapid action forfe and strengthen
the existing pofice force.

The Governnpent s expocted o
recruit 130000 cunstables  ihis
vear. Apart {tom cquipping the
police with ndcessary infrastruc-
tire, the stregs was also on -
creasing the Jeonfidence of the
pulilic i1 the police force.

The meetipg also agiced to
hold dlections to jocal bodies,
panchayats a)id municipalities by
February next. Mrs. Mohsing Kid-
wal sald it fvas agreed that the
Govermment would fulfill the for-

malities and remove the bottle-
necks by then. :

Meainwhile, the Bihar bandh
calfed by 1he non-CPHMY Left
parties passed off peacetully with
stray incidents of violence.

Owver 500 people including fead-
ers of six Left parties were taken
into custody.

The call was given among oth- .
ers by the P CPLML, Forward
Bloc, the HSP, the MCPT and the
SUCH vain movement an the
Pota-Gava line, the Patna-Rajgir
section and i Samasdpur were
affected by the bandh.



" Billon SC, ST
backlog vacancies&

A\ tabled in LS&). |

Our Special Correspondent

N ELHI, MAY 8. The Govermment
introduced in the Lok Sabha to-
day a bill seeking to amend the
Constitution in order to zet over
the ceiling imposed by the Su-
preme Coust on reservation for
the Scheduled Castes und the
Scheduled  Tribes  relating
“backlog vacancies’

The Constitution  {Ningtieth
Amendment)  Bill 2000 would
make it possinle for the Govern-
ment to treat the backlog for a
particular vear as a separaie cate-
gory of reserved quota putting it |
beyond the pale of the 50 per cent
cap on SC/ST reservation.

The court ruling thar the total
reserved quota should not exceed
50 per cent in a year included the
backlog.

The decision to amcend the
Constitution followed a strong
demand from various organisa-
tions, including political parties, -
which contended that clubbing |
the backlog with the existing va- |
cancies adversely affecied the SC/ |
ST interests.

They demanded that the status |
quo ante as it existed before
1997 Supreme Court ruling he
stored.
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LS passes SC/ST quota ame

¥ NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha by near una-
nimity passed a constitutional amendment
aimed at nullifying the adverse effects of an
offending circular issued by the then govern-
ment in 1997 with regard to emplovment of
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

A tofal of 418 members voted in favour and
only one against the constitution (ninetieth
amendment) bill amending article 16, which
was put to division under the rules which
require all constitutional amendments to be
passed by a vote of two-thirds present and vot-
ing. The house also rejected by voice vote an
amendment moved by G M. Banatwala
{(Muslim League).

Before the division, Jaw and justice minister
Ram Jethmalani in his intervention and minis-
ter of state for personnel Vasundhara Raje
assured the house that steps had been taken to
undo the cffects of all the five offending circu-

- U
lal}s! péxssed by the then L‘T_}uiéed Front govern-
ment between January afld August 1997 fol-
lowing a supreme court judgment in the Indira
Sawhney case.

The ninetieth amendment relates to the cir-
cular issued on August 29, 1997, which was
issued to put a ceiling of fiftv per cent reserva-
fion on current as well as backlog vacancies
and for discontinuation of the special recruit-
ment drive.

Mr Jethmalani said the government, after
reviewing the position in view of protests
apainst all the five circulars. decided to ensure
that unfilled vacancies in a vear which are
reserved for being filled up in that year under
article 16(4) or 16(4a) shall be considered a
separate class of vacancies to be filled up in any
succeeding vear.

Mr Jethmalani said reports had been
received from different ministries about com-

ndment bill

pliance of the government’s decision to undo
the effects of the offending circulars, and this
was being circulated among members of the
drafting committee so that appropriate steps
can be taken with regard to other circulars.

All the 38 members who spoke on the
amendment in the discussion which lasted six
hours and forty minutes and went on till 11.30
p m last night supported the amendment. Mr
Jethmalani expressed satisfaction that steps
had been taken to undo a ‘senseless act of dem-
olition giving unsavoury results’.

With regard to the demand that the wui;h
‘backlog’ be inserted in the amendment, MI
Jethmalani said inserting the word would also
make it applicable to other backward classes
for which there was no backlog. In anvy case, the
statement of objects and reasons appended to
the bill was part of the legislation and clearly
referred 1o backiogs. rwni . '
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+$.C. cellmg no hurdle t qu/ ta’

"By Dur Special Correspmnem

NEW DELHI, May 10. The Govern-
mernt today assured the Lok Sab-
ha that it would not allow the
Supreme Court's ceiling of 50 per
cent an SC/ST job reservation to
come in (he way of individual
States going in for a bigger quota.

The Union Law Minister. My
Ram Jethmalani, said the Cenme
was Tully behind Tamil Nadu's

" policy of 69 per cent rescrvations,

which had been challenged in the

¢ Supreme Court, and even if the
" court geve an adverse judgment

the Government would take nec-
essary constitutional measures to
get round (.

After his statemnent, the Lok
Sabha passed the Constitution
(Ninetieth Amendment; Bill seek-
ing o exclude the backlog of re-
served vacancies frorm the 50 per

., cent cap. In a rare show of una-
© nimity, 418 our of the 419 mem-

bers, who were present, voted for

the BLH v lch would have the ef-
fect of udoing a 1997 Supreme
Court ruling that the 50 per vent
ceiling should include the back-
log. Tt would restore the pre-1997
praciice of treating the backlog as
a separate categary, without prej-
udice to the 50 per cent cap.

The Minister of State for Per-
sonnet, Ms, Vasundhara Raje,
while moving the Bill said it re-
flected the Government's “com-
mitment” to the welfare of the
Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes, It also redeemed the
Prime Minister's promise on the
issue.

Mr. Jethmalani, during his in-
tervention, ruffled  Opposition
feathers more than once and in-
vited the charge of “paliticising”™
a non-pofitical issue: a charge
which he himself had hurled at
ihe QOpposition when he rose to
speak. He clashed repeatedly with
the Congress(I) and AIADMK
members who objected to some

of his remarks, particularly his
comment thal those who were
“heating rheir chests” now had
done precious little w prolect the
SCAST ipterests when they were in
powWer.

The KCongressil)'s Mr. Mani
Shankay Alyar, among others, said
they wyre not prepared to Hsten
to himfany longer tr wiuch Mr
jethmalani retorted that it was a
case ol Tteuth” hursing the Oppn-
sition.

The |Samaiwadi Partv lsader,
Mr. Mulavam Singh Yadav, re-
peatedly interruped the Minister
10 profest 1hat neither the Prime
Ministpr nor the Hmne Minister
ondemned  the  French

sident, Mr. K. R. Narava-
alling him an “ustouch-
He termed ihe
“silence” as re-
“mindset” and that ne
amouni Ut SCIST-friendly tegisia-
tion ¢ould make up for it

THE HINDU
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: 'Coné. demands
comprehensive
SC/ST Bill

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. White it voted
for the SC/ST constitutional
amendinent Bilt in the Lok Sabha
today, the Congress(l) expressed
dissatisfaction at the "utter inad-
equacy” of the legislation n
meeting the rerﬁiremems of S(;)

§Ts.
5 ‘;&-

MY -1
Demanding thdt the ém
ment introduce and pass inthe
current Parliament session itself a
“cormprehensive’”  constitutiof
amendment, the AICC spoked
man, Mr. Ajit jogi, said this wa?
necessary to correct the dilution
caused by the five OMs {office
memerandums} of 1997 whic
were against 1he interests of this
section,
Today's amendment removey

t
i

the distortions created by only

one of the five GMs; the other Tou

taken awayv the legitimate righ
of SC/STs, Mr. Jogi added.

PTi reperts:

Larer. dr. fogi and Mr. Prith-
viraj Chavan, alse parly spokes-
man., at a press conferefee,
disimissed suggestions  that [the
Congresst]} president, Ms. Sgie
Gandhi's grip oaver the orgarjisa-
tipn was weakening as allemqpts
were being made by regionat
leaders to seek independbnce
from Central rule.

"“There is no declaration of so-
verignity by regional Jeaderg, {t is
wtally wrong and baselesyg that
State unils are seeking independ-
ence from Central rade,”” they said
when asked about developpuents
nWest Bengal, Uttar Prade
Maburashira.

i



baciﬁg’

gs in quota caused

vacancies had been extended
10 the*BCs only on May 2,
2004, the Paper noted.
“Last year, the Government
+ had appointed two High
Level Committees to monitor
the “proper filling up of the
vacancies” in Government
Departments and PSUs,
reserved for each of these

[/ﬁercentage swin

By Our Special ‘t’\{) ‘ \

Carrespondent { Details of backlog vacancies in Govemment

departments and Public Sector Underfakings

CHENNAIL, MAY 11. The veil of ™\
ignorance over the main ¥, \
cause for the “under-
representation’ of certain
oppressed and backward
communities in the reserved
categories in State

appointments was lifted

today, with the State Czit‘t‘gxlflths. .
Government tracing it to the _ Subsequendy, a Cabinet
134 Sub-Committee examined the

swings in the percentages of
reservation for them over
several decades.

recommendations of both the
T‘igﬂ? 1094 panels and the State Cabinet
o o Is o0 Ve 2 2000 took certain major decisions
’ ' an the complex set of issues,
based on the views of the
Sub-Committee, the Paper
said. Even while conceding
that it would be difficult to
fill up the “carried forward

“In the history of The roEcE B sany et T dackead Diassed hag rden &
reservation, the tluctuations
in the guantuim of
reservation have been the
reason for (e fluctuations in
representation of the

Grogp A: Poste wilh 2 minimum pay of Bs 10,000.and above.
Group B: Posts with a minimum pay of As 5,500, but below R 10,000,
Group C: Posts with a sninimum pay of Rs 2.610, but below Rg5,506.

reserved categories in

Group D: Posis with pay Selow Rs 2,610,

appointments,” the White
Paper on the "Reservalion in

Government Employment for the Adi
Dravidars (8C), Scheduled Tribes,

Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes

and Denotified Communities,” has
revealed. The White Paper, tabled in the
Assembly by the Chief Minister, Mr. M.
Karunanidhi, said though the “history of
reservation” in Tamil Nadu went back to
as early as 1921, in the post-
Independence period, the percentages
earmarked for $C/STs, BCs, MBCs/
denotified communities underwent
changes since 1951,

To set right this tendency, the
Government had taken April 1, 1989, as
the “basis to reckon the quantum of
reservation of appoiniments,” the Paper
said. As it was {rom that date, the
“percentages of reservation for each of

Graphc By

the categories got stabilised,” it said.|Mr.
Karunanidhi, in his Budget speech, had
said that he would come out with a White
Paper on reservation.
wWhile the 15 per cent initially resefved
for SC/S1% in 1951 was raised to 18 per
cent in 1971 only, the Paper said th
separate one per cent quota for 8Ts game
only in 1990, The reservation for BCs in
Tamil Nadu, which stood at 25 per dent in
1951, went upto 31 per cent in 1971 and
again stepped up to 50 per cent in 1980

Within the BC quota, a separate
reservation for the *Most Backward
Classes/Denotified Communities’ wi
introduced in 1989, besides the “"ban on
dereservation of the unfilled vacancies in
respect of SC/8Ts,” it pointed out.
Further, allowing carry-forward of ynfilled

VARGHESE KALLADA

backlog vacancies” in each
post which arose from April
1, 1989, the Government

decided te clear the backlog by making
commensurate “entry level appointments”
in the Departments concerned "in a
phased programme within five yecars.”

Giving the break-up of the backlog of
vacancies vis-a- vis Governmeni
Departments und PSUs, the White Paper
put the total numbers at 5,263 for MBC/
DNCs, 4,907 for SCs and 1,094 for STs,
under four groups of posts.

To make good the shortfall, the
Government today decided “to compute
the backlogs by creating cqual number of
posts in the entry levels,” Mr.
Karunanidhi said, adding, this was being
monitered by the Adi Dravidar-Tribal
Welfare and Backward Classes, Most
Backward Classes-Minorities
Departments.




11 Dalit labourers
4 s¢down 1n Bihars

' STATESMAN NEWS SERWICE

PATNA, May 12. — Eleven
people were shot dead and four
injured at Balughat in Bihar's
Lakhisarai district late last
night.

Those gunned down included
10 labourers and a truck dri-
ver. The deceased belonged to
backward and Dalit communi-
ties.

Protracted rivalry between
two gangs over sand mining in
the Keul river bed was stated
to be the reason behind the
incident.

The Bihar DGP, Mr KA
Jacobh, said & group of miscre-
ants armed with sophisticated
weapons attacked the labour-
ers on the river bed around 2
a.m. and fired indiscriminately
on them.

Police suspect that the
agsailants helonged to the
Janki Singh gang who was
locked in a battic with his vival
gangs over sand mining con-
tract.

Police have so far identified
eight of the deceased. They are:
Krishna Majhi, Bhim Singh,
Vijay Paswan, Dharmendra
Paswan, Mallu Razak,
Rambalak Paswan, Gangu
Thakur and Basant Mandal.

Four injured have been
admitted to the Patna Medical
College Hospital.

An FIR has been [odged with
the Lakhisarai police station.
No¢ one has heen arrested so
far. “A manhunt is on to nab
the culprits”, police said.

Local people did not allow
police to pick up the bodies till
Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, state
ministers and officers reached
the spot.

The RJD chief, who was
accompanied by the Law
Minister, Mr Shakeel Ahmad
Khan, the Home

Commissioner, Mr UN Panjiar, .

and the DGP, announced a
compensation of Rs 1 lakh. gov-
ernment jobs and pucca houses
to dependents of the deceased.
The Chief Minister, Mrs

|
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Rabri Devi, directed the
Lakhisarai DM to probe the
incident and submit a report at
the earliest]

Condemning the killing, the
Opposition leader in the
Assembly, Mr SK Modi, said it
was yvet another instance of
complete cpllapse of law and
order in Bilhar, adds PTI

In Lok Sabha, the Treasury
Benches forced adjournment of
the procegdings during zero
hour today with members of
the Samata Party and the BJP
protesting pgainst the killings,
reports SNB from New Delhi.

Soon after the commencement
of the zerg hour the members
trooped into the well of the
House raising slogans demand-
ing the dismissal of the Rabri
government.

Attempty by the Speaker and
minister | of parliamentary
affairs to|quieten them failed
as the mgmbers continued to
raise slggans, fopcing the

il 2 p.m.

\

1
!

J

!

adjo the House/
/ ./ s



~Nod

/Qf"’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MaAY 16, Parliament today put its seal of
approval on twa separate Constitution amendment
bitts seeking to nuilify the Supreme Court judgment
fixing 30 per cent ceiling in filling up backlog of
vacancies for Scheduled Castes and Tribes and to
devalve 29 per cent central taxes 1o States.

The Rajya Sabha endorsed both the bills which
were approved by the Lok Sabha last week, The bills
would now be referred to the President. Mr. KR,
Narvayanan, for his assent.

Approval of Rajva Sabha to the guota bill was
unanimous but not helore a bitter clash between
members of the AIADMEK and DMK on whether the
credit for 69 per cent reservation in Tamii Nadu
should go to AIADMK government under the lead-
ership of Ms. . Jayalalitha 6t the DMK government
led by Mr. M, Karunanidhi

As the clash between the members of the nwo
parties threatened to take an uglhy turn the Depuzy
Chairman, Mrs. Najma Heptullah, adjourned the
Howuse for half-an-hour. Calm terzrned only afer
the foor leaders surted out the issue at a meeting in
the chambers of Deputy Chairperson.

The AIADMK while welcoming the decision o

nlhng up of backlog of vacancies registered jts pro-
test on the Bill on the ground that it will weaken the
case pernuling in the apex court on states exgeeding
50 per cent ceiling of reservation.

Mr. Margabandhu (ATADMK) argued thagche Ta-
il Nadu Government led by Ms. Javalalithgfhad got

a bill approved inl the Assembly to legalise 69 per

cent reservation iy the state of Tamil Nadu and pre-
vailed on the unidn government ic put it in Ninth
Schedule taking gway the jurisdiction of courts on
the subject. The jissue is currently pending in the
Supreme Court.

The Constitutjon amendment bifl on devolution
of 29 per cent central taxes o states as per the rec-
ommendations ¢f the Tenth Finance Cammission
was approved unanimousty. In his reply the Finance

Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, paid rch compli- |
ments 1o the Leader of the Opposition, Dr. Manmo- !
han Singh and genlor Congress leader, Mr. Pranab |

Mulkherjee for their speeches on the Bill.

In his reply the Finance Minister said the govern-
ment would cgnvene that an all-party meeting for
evolving a natipnal consensus to check fiscal deficit

after presentation of eleventh finance comumission .

report in June| end.




HE Constitution Ningtieth
Amendment Bill {(adding
Clause 4B to Article 16) had
an easy passage during the last
session of Parliament. Justifiably — be-
cause it fulfilled a felt need to fill a back-
log of vacancies in posts reserved for

ww Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Trbes

which could riot be filled by direct re-
cruftment for want of candidates be-
Jonging to these classes. But the Consti-
tution Eighty-ighth Amendment Bill
1999 (sdll pending) ought never to have
been introduced: it provides for alower-
ing of qualifying marks and of standards

- of evaluation for reservation for Sched-

i uled Castes and Schedule Tribes even in

matters of promotion, at all levels. This
would necessarily put a premium on
sloth and inefficiency in the higher eche-
lons of administration and make a
mockery of meritin ali government ser-
vices, which is the linchpin of all good
governance.

The framers of the Constitution had
emphasised this when enacting Article
335. The Article provides that in making
appointments in Union and State ser-
vices and posts the claim of members of
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes shall be taken into consideration
“consistently with the maintenance of
efficiency of administration™.

When explaining the effectand pur-
port of Article 335, way back in 1962
and, again in 1967, successive Constitu-
tion Benches of the Supreme Court said
that efficiency of administration was “a
matter of paramount importance.,”

When in November 1992, nine Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court beld — in
Indra Sawhney vs. UOT — that equality
of opportunity in emplovment under
Article 16 applied only at theinfial stage
of recrultrnent in government services,
and not in promotions, the response of
Parliament {in its constituent wisdom)
was o insert clause 4A in Article 16—
by the Constitution (Seventy-Seventh
Amendment) Act 1993 with -effect
from June 17, 1995. This clause enabled

the state (Le. the Union andstate E:g!sla
tures) to make any provisions for reser-
vations in favour of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tiibes even in mattersof
promotion. This was, perhaps, under-
standable, especially since this was not
tobe across the board inall postsand alt
scrvices, but to be applied only to such
class or classes of posts in the services
“which in the opinion of the state are not
adequately represented in the services
under the state”, that is, not )
in fact adequately repre-
sented, though initially
intended tobe.

The amended provi-
sion — Adticle 16 (4A)
—was read by a Consti-
fution Bench of five Jus-
tices of the Supreme
Court, in September
1996 in Ajir Singh’s (1)
case as not eMpowening

governance in our Constitution

the state to impair the maintenance of
the efficiency of administration in the

services, which had been safeguardedby . -

Article 335. The court said that the
founding fathers were conscious that a
special provision for reservation was
necessary to see that the backward
classes of citizens were adequately rep-

resented in the services; and the primary .

purpose of Article 16(4) and the newly
inserted Article 16(4A) was to give due
representation tothe reserved classes in
certain posts. “However we mustbear in
mind”, (the court went on) “not to jg-
nore the other provisions viz, Article 14,
{the equality clause). Article 16 (the
non-discrimination i employment
clause)and Article 3357,

Itwas in the teeth of this caution that
on December 23, 1999, the government

mtroduocd in the Ra]ya a

‘ D
FaLl S. NARIMAN

pressly override and s
considered view of a ni
of the Supreme Cour} in Indra Sawh-
ney’s case {Novembey 1992), and the
later decision of a Ben¢h of two Justices
in Vinod Kumar's casd (October 1996),
holding that whilst it may be permissible
toprescribe reasonably lesser qualifying
miarks or lower standards of evaluation
for OBCs, SCs and STh——in the matter

NINA

of direct recruitment, lesser qualifying
marks or lower standards of evatuation
could not be countenanced at all at the
stage of promotions.

. Third, because it nullifies (without
€Ven an apparent CONSCIOUS awareness
of doing so) the latest judgment of a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme .
Courtinthe case of Afit Singh I (of Sep-
tember 1999). ’

Whilst Parliaraent, acting in its con-
stituent capacity, is empowered to over-
tide decisions of the highest court onan

i
|

interpretation of the Constitution, this

canionly be done for good, and substan-
tial reasons and for overriding publicin-
terest: the only justification offered (in
the staternent of objects and reasons)
for the dilution of Article 335 (by adding
a proviso to it} is that “representations
have been received from several quar-
tersincluding members of Parliament™,

" which, it is submitted, is totally inade-

guate o wipe out authoritative pro-
nouncements of the country’s apex
court on constitutional provisions of
great moment (viz. articles 14, 16 and
333

No expert body and no committee
of Parliament, has opined, whenbalanc-
ing the fiercely competing claims of

equality, backwardness and good ad-
ministration, that the warhing of the :

Supreme Court, as to the ill-effects of re-
laxation in qualifying marks or Jowering
standards of evaluation for reservation
i matters of promotion, shoukd go un-
heeded; nosuch body or committee after

due consideration has said that the ap- |
prehensions expressed were a “mere !

smokescreen” for perpetuating inequal-
jties of opportunity in matters of em-
ployment under the state; nor has any

expert body concluded that the views of

the Justices need to be reversed in the
larger public interest stage in the coun-
try’s development, the efficiency of gov-

_ emment adminisiration at all levels has

tobe toned up, not wound down.

The writerisan eminent lawyer

EXPwea

¢ 7 MAY 2y



ages, but it continues to
elude mankind. Perhaps we
have hankered after it in the
wrong placez. Populist political
sloganeering has abandoned
the guest and instead creat-
ed caste reservations, which
it hopes will help to grab
power. Instead of unity, reser-
vations breed acrimony, result-
ing in disunity and ever-
increasing demand for hlgher
reservation. s, ?
The provision Uf equ?l
before the law and equa pro-
tection of the law” for every
person (Article 14} is a basic
feature of the Constitution and

affirmative action to remove
thé deficiency. For example,
special hostels and coaching
may be provided for them, in
additien to incentives and
scholarships; and special
gchools may be opened in their
areas to remove educational
backwardness. They may be
helped to huild houses in locali-
{ies where other classes live to
rgmove social hackwardness
Nind promote mixing.

After all, reservation is
reverse discrimination; and
therefore prohibited by Article
15(1). It can only result in
degeneration of education and

Article 15 and 16
are different facets
of this. They prohib-
it discrimination
against any citizen
en stated grounds,
including race and
caste {and descent
in Article 16). The
gamut of articles
under the heading
“Right to Equality”
when read together
demonstrate that
equality 1s the rule
and special provi-
sions or reservation
for any seciion are
the exception.

That these excep-
tions are meant to
be transient, and
cannot be a basic feature of the
Constitution, follow frem their
very objective. Special provi-
zions exist for the advancement
of socially and educationally
backward classes so that the
members of these sorial groups
may join the mainstream.

Reservations exist for a back-
ward class that is not ade-
quately represented in the ser-
vices of the state till they
acquire a place therein. When
the objective is achieved, there
will no longer be any need for
special provisions or reserva-
tion.

DISCRIMINATION

The provisions of Article 15(4)
and 16(4) are different. They
relate to different “backward
ciasses” and have different
ohjectives, One talks of special
provisians for the advancement
of socially and educationally
backward classes, while the
other of reservation in appoint-
ments or posts in favour of any
backward class not adeguately
represented in the services
under the state. To mix them
up is 16 go against the constitu-
tional mandate.

Artiele 15(1) provides the
most important facet of “equal-
ity before law” (enshrined in
Article 14). Sub Article (4) was
not in contemplation and did
not exist in the Constitution as
originally enacted. It came
later and does not speak of
reservation at all. In the case
of socially and educationally
backward classss, there is no
other question but to improve
their lot with respect to social
status and education. The spe-
cial provision spoken of has to
be something other than reser-
vation; some constructive and

The author is former Advocate-
Generel, Government of Uttar
Pradesh.

- RESERVATIO S

& Some More Equal Than Others

THE quest for equality has) V\(}By VKS CHAUDRARY
continued through the

gory compgtition, be upheld.
Initially) reservation quotas
meant thefminimum number of
persons of the target category
would be recipients of the privi-
lage. In the case of caste based
quotas, if meant that a mini-
mum number of persons of that
caste wohld be beneficiaries of
quotas.
This mgant that in case a per-
son of that caste competed suc-
cessfully in the general quota,
the qugta of that caste was

Judgment, instead of up-hold-
ing this, created two or more

ment. Move-over,
the pernicious “earry
forward rule” meant
that in cases of
regserved vacancies
not filled by those
for whom they were
reserved, they were
to be carried over
vear after year.
g It did not stop
! here, Though reser-
vation in promotion
was held to be wiira
vires, it declared the
unlawful reserva-
tion to contine for a
period of five years.
The greatest blow
to the Constitution
is the coining of the

create a personal stake in
castes; exactly the opposite of
the objective of the provision.
Article 15(4) was not meant for
negative action depriving
deserving persons of their due
by reverse discrimination.

The chjective of Article 16(4}
is to fill the lacuna of particu-
lar class in the appointments
and posts under the state. As
this requires & comparison of
the percentage of different
classes in the services, reverse
discrimination in the form of
reservation can rectify it.
Reservation i3 not spoken of in
Article 15(41.

The decision of the Mandal
Commission Case {Indra
Sawhney vs Union of India,
supra) throws to the winds th
ordinary rules of interpreta
tion. By a curious twist of lop
sided reasoning, the exceptio
has been elevated to that of
fundamental right. The judg-
ment abrogated the saluta
rule that at least haif the seats
or posts have to be of the g
eral category and open to all.

QUOTA
The previous decision held
that the very nature of the gro-
vision being an excepty
reservations eould not exdeed
50 per cent. In law, the eker-
cise was required to sce that
the general guota in which
everybody is free to participate
i3 not whittled down. The ele-
vation of what was an excep-
tion to that of a fundampntal
right compelled the coyrt to
look from the point of vikw of
the backward class and
nation.

It forgoet that as citizens,
members of every class have a
right to compete in the general
category, Both the {onet of
equality, as well as nktional
interest demanded that; the 50
1t rule for generpl cate-

- word “social justice”
and giving it a meaning abhor-
rent to justice.

The “Preamble” of the
lanstitution talks about secur-
ing for its citizens “justice,
ocial, economic and political”
ut does not mention “social
ustice” in the sense it has
came to be used today by politi-
cal groups or parties. The
roeaning now ascribed is the
antithesis of justice. The
“Preamble” only describes the
areas in which justice is to he
secured, which includes the
field of social relaticns.

JUSTICE

The first step towards justice
in social relations is to pro-
claim equality of all citizens,
eschewing caste; this is the
hasis of an egalitarian society.
It is painful to see the concept
of epquality being tarnished
by populist slogans like
“social justice”, as if there
can be “unsocial justice”, or
pandering to caste when it was
in the process of being forgoet-
ten earlier.

The phrase introduces a con-
frontation between castes. The
American judges say, “Our con-
stitution iz colour-blind.” Can
the Supreme Court not rise to
the ocrasion and say, “Ours is
caste blind.” Caste was forgot-
ten during the freedom strug-
gle and in the first flush of
independence. But it has came
back with a bang, thanks to the
Mandal repert and the judg-
ment.

There can be no greater harm
to the body politic than than its
being torn up up along the
lines of caste divisions. Parties
try to build a “pelitical
machine”, on populist slogans.
The Supreme Court ought to
have freed itself of this jargon.
It had ne compulsion to build
vote banks by populist drum
beating.

R ——
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Sonia Gandhi pl s Dalit arc} \

strengthen party it Mallaf4

By Smita Gupta
The Times of india News Service

NAGPUR: At Dikshablwomi
here, wheve Babasaheb Ambedtar
converted to Buddhism. there is a
festive air despite the scorching
heat. Ambedkar devotees throng
the area to pay thelr respects to the
man who has become an icon for
the Dalits of this country.

But there are ulso bansners out-
side the gaie announcing the arrival
of the Congress president to ad-
dress g rally at the city's Kasture-
hand Park. On the occasion of Dy
Ambedkar’s birth auniversary, the
Congress is observing Save Consti-
tation Day, tocusiog on the BIP's
attempts to “subvert the constitu-
tion™ framed by Dr Ambedkar, and
take away the rights enshrined in it
for the protection of the Dalits and
the minorities.

Ms Sonia Gandhi's move to use
Dy Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
1o carry her party’s ideological bat-
te against the BIP one step further
in the city, which also houses the

55 headquaners makes for great
symbuolism. (A few davs ago, the
Congress and the RPI workers in
the city “purified” o statwe of
Ambedkar after RSS chief K. 8. Su-
darshan garlanded it.) But it is also
clearly an excellent way to boast
the Cangress organdsation in Maha-
rashtra, which is yet (o recover from
the knock it took when Sharad
Pawar split the party lust yvear.

Initiaily, the NCP—-with just one
leader at its helm-—had found the
going casy, particnlarly as the vich
and powerful sugay co-operatives
of western Maharashira were with
it. But with the NCP leadership un-
der attack from its own disgruntied
ML As, Friday's rally sought fo
strike 3 blow as muoch against the
BJIP-Shiv Sena combine as against
the NCP to try and redress the hai-
ance in the Congress’s favour,

Indeed. Congressinen here are
keener fo siress the differences they
have with their erstwhile col-
teagues, now In Pawar's Nuttonalist
Congress Party, even though they

share power in the state.

uThe NCP can’t ta)k about
iftg the constitution, with P.A.

whin made a “homccoming” on
Thuarsday. Mr Tasare himself as-
cribes his change of heart 10 a de-
sire fo return to the “mainstream™.
These defections have aroused
ihe ire of ihe NCP, with its lcaders
raful Patel accusing the Congress
f violating gentlemen’s agreement
it to poach on each other’s par-
S
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i‘”/ Ranvir-Naxal
. clash leaves
;(f.‘-& 69 hurtin
" odBihar jail h
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f
! PATNA. Aprit 17, — Arrested |
| Nazalites of the CPI-MI. |
i ‘People’s War) and members |
i of  the banned Ranviv
i Sena clashed 1 oa jail 1o
i Jehanabad, central Bihar t
i today, leaving 60 prisoners |
! injured. i
i Four prisoners — said to be !
; “serions” - were admitted o !
; Patna  Medical College i
| Hospital. Fourteen were taken |
- to Jehanabad sadar hospital. |
+ They were out of danger, said |
| the district magistrate. The |
) rest were given first aid in the |
I Pelice fived in the air and !
fathicharged the priscners {o |
disperse them. Bihar director |
general of police. Mr KA Jacob, |
said. Central paramilitary
forces weve deployed ingide the |
Prisom. |
Uirra-left outfits like the |
People’'s War and Maoist |
Communist Centre have !
been fighting bloody hatties |
with the private army of |
Bhumihar landlords in several !

-
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_Promotion norm fo

SC/ S'I's to be relax

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ¢ ,

NEW DELHI. April 17, — The
Prime Minister today =ald the
government would place a con-
stitutional amendment 1o relax
the gualifications required by
Scheduled Castes and Tribes
for promotions, darving the
ongoing budget session of
Parliatrent.

He announced thiz at a “Dalit
Bangam” rally organised by the
Scheduled Caste morcha of the
BJP, here today.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpavee said
the decision o reduce the gual-
ification level was reached
after consultations with legal
experts who suggested an
amendrnent he tabled on the
stbject belgre Parliament.

Speaking at the Red Fort
grounds, Mr Vaipayee sald the
Centre wasg comrmtted to tack-

\.L\ 1l«.l(: of
Sch ‘\'_‘dlill i
and other

hng the hucx
reserved johs for §
Casztes and Tribes
backward castes

The ‘sumeme (m_.n ]mci
direcied that the Tind
per cent fer rese :
should not be rased. “‘.\"e ;«.iso
decided Lo present a cunsttu-
tional amendinent te take care
of this matter,” the PM said.
Defending the move for
ting up the Constituticn
review panel, he said the pro-
posed review should oot he a
matter of contention. with the
panel censisting of eminent
legal luminaries. political sei-
entists and public persenali
ties.

Till now reviews have been
done in pleces, and 1t is rightly
50. singe the ttulion has
to adapt to the changimg envi-
ronment, said Mr Vajpavea.

TR

s S
i”.fn“”

He stated that unlike somle
amendments in the past, the
pre-}t‘,l}t TeVIeY wWas nut i’;l[l\?l -
ed 1o curtail the basic nghts
freedom of the cuzen. nstepd
it wonld atempt to expand it

He eriticised those
termed .he review as
“ipsudl” wooithe snemory of
chief avchitect, Dr
Ambedkar. "The BJIP alwavs
bad a 1(1 ot ru.pwt for |PDr

but a lbhl 15-
aid Mr Vajpavee.

iman
mritir”
He m‘ged the Congress gt w

L..T'fﬁ.[ﬂl][[l .

Hm\ e\u he \&d}nf'(l h‘ﬂ
though Dalits were given move
lega! verourse and power i the

eves of the government, they
weuld not earn vespect” upless
there were Inherent sogietal

L
e 1'

reforme.

Commenting on the mode af
violence adopted by certain sec-
tions of Dalits to bring about
“equality’, the PM said that
such transitions brought
through violent means are usu-

ally "unstable’. “We want to
brmn “ pelmamlt change,” he
awelted

The Union Home Minister,
Mr [ K Advani, said il was
ironic that the Congress had
supported the vole of thanks to
the President which alse
included a propasal for review
of the Corstitution.

“Once it was known that P
A Sangma is a member of
1the  rveview  panel,the
Coungress suddenly changed
its course and siarted to
term the review as an

‘insult?fDr Ambedkar”
sald My Advani.



.-Vajpayee promises to liberalise
- promotion avenues for Dalits

By Our Staif Reporter

NEW DELMI, APRIL 17. In a move
aimed at wooing the Scheduled
Castes, and Scheduled Tribes, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Bebari
Vajpayee, today announced that
the NDA-led Government wonld
bring forward legislation in the
current session of Parliament to
amend the Constitution m expe-
dite the process of promotions for
this category which had faced ne-
glect for the past 30 years., ;

“The rales and regulations gov-
erning promaions for the SCs3,
and 8Ts would he further liber-
alised paving the wav for quick
and just promotons in Govern-
ment jobs and merit woulld not be
the only consideration.  We
should not forget 1that we are
dealing with that section of secie-
v which has faced criminsgl ne-
glect aver the past five decades
and now things have 1o be set
right,” Mr. Vajpavee declared at a
poorly-attended “Dalit Rally” held
at the historic Red Fort grounds
taday.

Mr. Vajpavee said the Govern-
ment had  already taken legal
epinion  and  a  legislation o
amend the Constitution would be
introduced i Patliament soon to
widen the scope of promotional
avenues.

’

Targets Cong.(1)

In his 13-minute speech, which
targeted the Congressil! for afl the
woes facing the nation, Mr. Vaj-
payec said a Constieution Amead-
ment Bill had already been placed
in Parliament w clear the backlog
in Government jobs pertaining to
Dalits, 8Cs and STs. iie blamed

ki

both the Congressily and the
United Front Governments for
having failed 10 do  anyihing
about the backlog and were now
shedding crocodile tears.

The Prime Minister said even
30 years after independence, the
Dalits and Adivasis had not got
thefr rightful place in society,
They still face the evil of untouch-
ability and discriminaiion.

Lashing out at the Congressil
for indulging in abusive language
and stooping low on the Constitu-
tion review issue, Mr. Vajpavee
said, “Even the architect of {he In-
dian Constitution, Dr, B Am-
bedkar, was not averse 1o a review
of the Constitution if it was done
far the betterment of citizens and
the poor.” Assuring thar the H#JP
would protect the rights of the
Padits, M1, Vajpayee :aid a na-
tonal memeorial would he con-
structed it Maharashia in the

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, addreksing a Dalit rally in New Delhi

on Monday. — Photo: B, Arneja

menory of Dr. Bhim Rap Ambed-
kar

taciier, the Uniton Home Minis-
ter, Mro Ll Advani, sapd the aim
af the Congress(l; was fo niistead
the Dalits and Adivasis.[Saying the
Congress(ly had not upposed the
President’s address which had
ralked about review of Canstitu-
tien, Mr, Advani said the announ-
cement about inclusioh of former
Speaker, Mr. AL Sangma, in the
FeVIEV ComInission was the rea-
son (or the present pokoure of the
party. The BIP nationgl president,
Mr. Kushabbau  Thakre,  also
spoke on the oceasio

Poor show

IF the intention of the raily, or-
ganised by the pary's Natiunal
Scheduled Caste Mgrchs under
e presidentship of Mro Ram
Nath Kovind, was to oo the Da-
lits and prove that the party had a

v

LTy

-

&

substantial - following

among
them, the idea seemed  have
boomeranged, leaving a number
of red faces in the BIP camp.

The crowd at the “all-India
show", braving the scorching af-
ternoon heat, was not only non-
responsive but also restless,

The organisational skilis, mori-
vationa) levels and the willingness
to participate were on the lower
stde. While national leaders, in-
cluding the Chief Ministers of the
Bif-ruied States, failed to ensure
that their loyalisis filed up the
vende, the tocal leadership was
equally 1o blame.

Unlike the BJP rallies ol the
past, there were no waffic jams,
no assermbly of eolourful combi-
natons from various States and
herdly any chaos. Tr was all a
smooth affaiy and the small crowd
dispersed within minutes of the
Prime Minister leaving the venue,




PM assures Bills to appea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE <

NEW DELHJ, APRIL 18 o g 4
IN a bid to counter the Con- .

gress atlegations regarding the
Bharatiya Janata Party {BJP)
being an anti-Dalit party, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
has promised two legislations to
clear the backlog of quota for
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (SC/ST) in govern-
ment jobs and-another one for
promotions for government ser-
vants.

“Gaovernment has obtained
legal advice and a necessary leg-
islation to this effect will be in-
troduced in the on-going Budget
Session,” he announced at a
Daiit rally organised by the BJP
today.

Vajpayee accused the United
Front Government of refusing
to clear the backlog of SC/ST

Atal Behari Vajpayee

quota in government jobs by cit-
ing the 50 per cent ceiling on
quota.

Regarding the Supreme
Court guidelines on promo-
tions of SC/ST government sér-
vants, Vajpayee said, “There

has to be some rclaxation in
qualification for promotions
because we should not forget
that.we are dealing with a class
which has borne the brunt of
neglect and injustice over the
ages”.

He said a Coastitution
amendment Bill had already
been introduced in the Parla-
ment to clear the backlog,

Responding to Congress’s
charges that Constitution review
was aimed at depriving Dalits of
their rights, Vajpayee said,
“Congress had introduced some
amendments during Emergency
that curtailed people’s civic
rights. Through the review in-
stead of curtailing fundamental
rights we want fo strengthen
thern™.

Stating that the Statute re-
view move should not have been
mired in controversy, he re-

SDIAN EXPRES.

{q APH 1T

e Dalits

minded the Congress that the
Constitution had been amended
79 times, 90 per cent of the
amendments were carried out
during the tenures of Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi.

Referring to Sonia Gandhi’s
speech at Nagpur, Vajpayee said
Congress leaders illogical argu-
ments and undignified langnage,
“all in the name of Dr Ambed-
ar”, were the result of their
rustration as they were not in
OWET.

Dr Ambedkar himself was of 1
he view that the Constitution |
as not the final word and that
as the reason it had aninherent
rovision for amendments, Vaj-
ayee said. . l

He also announced setting |

of a national memorial in ho- |
npur of Dr Ambedkar in Maha- ‘
rashtra. !

B
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~Jury: Stop
ulrocmes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAI, April 19. - A
seven-member jury hearing
Dalits’ rights abuse cases today
appealed to the Centre to
ensure that state governments
prevent atrocities on Dalits
and punish the oppressars,

At the national public hearing
of 28 cases here, retired judges,
advecates and human rights
activists said the government
should fully implement the
Secheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, and the
Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes {Prevention of
Atrocities) Rules, 1995.

The jury also prompted the
Centre to ask states to abolish
the practice of untouchability
as per Article 17,

Several cases of untonchabiii-
ty, caste violence, mass kill-
ings, social boycott, manual
scavenging and exploitation of
women through the Devadasi
system were heard during
these two days.

Recounting agonising stories
of human rights viclations
against Dalits in 10 states ~
Bihar, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, UP, Maharashira,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala —
former Bombay High Court
judge Mr H Suresh said 250
million Dalits lived a life of
“indignity”, treated worse than

DQ'“S%K

animals. He sald authorities
have failed to protect them.

Mr Buresh told reporters
about Gujarat’s first Dalit
woman sarpanch, who faced
false corruption charges in
1999. Her claims of innocence
were ignored, and she was dis-
missed. Police stood watching
as her husband was attacked.
The FIR was registered only
five days later.

Mrs Rani Jethmalani said
though manual scavenging has
been abolished by a statute in
1993, 7.9 lakh Dalits are still
forced to do the dirty work. “A
case in Andhra Pradesh high-
lights how one woman in
Ananthapur district is made to
clean 400 toilets in a day.

Former Andhra Pradesh High
Court judge and a member of
the Constitution review panel,
Mr K Punnaiah, said an upper
caste man in Guntur district
was killed by his family mem-
bers because he was in love
with a Dalit woman. Even 18
months after the murder, no
charge-sheet had been filed.

A former vice-chancellor Mrs
Vasanthi Devi recalled how
Karnataka police and revenue
officials had not locked into the
killing of seven Dalits in !
Kambalapalli, “The Dalit wit-
nesses who came before us (
jury) are all living in terr
they do not want to
their village fegring a back-
lash,” she saigl
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR APRIL 22 .

IN asignificant ]udgment the
Rajasthan High Court has ruled
that an accused cannot be
granied anticipatory bail if facts

rated in the first information re-
port {FIR) make a case of atroci-
ties on Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes against bim.

A full bench comprising Jus-
tice P P Navlekar, Justice Gyan
Sudha Mishra and Justice A K
Parihar, held on Friday that Sec-
tion 18 of the Prevention of
Atrocities on Scheduled Castes
(SCs} and Scheduled Tribes (S'I5)

No bail in SC SI
tromtle%

CaSe€E.

Act bars antajgmq hail of an
accused.

Therefore, if the facts stated
in the First Information Report

. make a case of atrocities on SC

and §T peopie, the application
for anticipatory bail of an accused
cannot be accepted by court, the
full benchruled.

The marter related to one
Virendra, whose anticipatory bail
application was rejected by a
lower court but a single bench of
the High Court ordered interim
stay on his arrest after calling for
the case diary, following which
the complainant Bhanwari Devi
filed an appeal in the court.

INDIAN E AKPRELS:



ISREADING FIGAR(Y

| *cy‘-\'}' Narayanan above caste, not beneat

{ OULD it have been better for Figaro to say “oppresse
| rather than “untouchable”. since that is the term that w
§ now admit while designating those who lay — still e —
/ beyond the pale of caste humanity? Sensible ¢fficials at the
. Indian mission in Paris pointed out that the ferm was used to
| commend our political culture for progress. In any case,
| *untouchable” cannot have any pejorative cannotations for a
! culture that does not know the phenomenon, it is simply a
i way of objectively designating a certain reality. Le Figaro was
| not saying that the President of India should be treated as an
) untouchable or that due respect should not be shown to him.
| Quite the contrary, From the French point of view — and
| Figaro is a right-wing paper — overcoming traditional social
I ohstacles calls for admiration. In fact, Figero was applauding
i the fact that KK Narayanan was in Rashtrapati Bhavan. It
| was because we wanted 1o showcase our social progress that
f we made him President. So why should we take offence?

A guestion remains: is the President of India untouchable or
| oppreassed, as vou will, or not? [n other words. dees the gecupa-
Il tion of the highest office, automatically erase status and mem-

ory? We are hypersensitive when foreigners seem to point oul | !
' the millennary injustices we try (o grow out af, but we never/ |
| examine the worth of all these svmbolic gestures in terms of]
| their real impact on culture and society, Dalits continue to get
J massacred in Bihar, they continue to fight over well water in
; Karnataka. According to a former Bombay High Court judge,
b 250 million Dalits continue to live a life of “indignity”, an
i have not been able to extricate themselves fram their basig
| condition as defined by easte society. It is not Figara which i
| saying this, but our own human rights activisie. Social trans
‘ formation come about through mass movements undertake
by those directly affected. If the conditior of women in ou
_f society has improved substantiaily, it iz not because Indiry
| Gandhi was Prime Minister. Adhering to a classic Marxist lin
which normatly holds good in such cases. we would say thet
levels of consciousness had been raized and marging of soci
manaceuvre enlarged by objeclive changes at the social, politi-
cal and economic levels. Symbolic gestures only convey that
the ruling class acknowledges the importance of the issue.
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By Our Special Correspondent

_~All-India forum to,,

Commission in ot and satd

>
protect OBC rights. :

. NEW DELHI, APRIL 28. A conference

ot saclal justice organised by the
Pattali Makkal Katehi (PMK} has
decided to form an ‘All-India ORBC
Forum’ to safepuard the interests
of Other  Backward  Classes
(OBCs). A resolution adopted at
the end of the day-long confer-
ence appointed the PMEK chief,
13r. Ramadoss, as president of the
new ouifit. Mr, Rajesh Pilot (Con-
gress-1), Union Ministers, Mr. Nit-
ish Kumar, and Mr. Ramvilas
Paswan and Mr, Mulavam Singh
Yadav (Samajwadi Party! and Ms.
Uma Bharati are some of the
members of the Forum.

The VForum will meet every
month and work for the better-
ment of OBCs. Among other reso-
[utions, the conference sought the
implementation of the Mandal

implementation of the remain
recommendations of the Mandal
report would go a long way in
ushering in genuine social justice.

in his message w the delegates,
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, said social justice
for all sections of society, espe-
cially those who have been vic-
tims of discrimination and denial.
is top-most on the agenda of the
National  Democratic  Alliance
(NDAY Mr. Vajpavee's message
said true social change and rapid
economic development will be
possible only when social justice
is ensured for every citizen.
“Some effective measures have
already been taken by our Gov-
crnment  and  other necessary
steps will be taken to fulfill this
goal.”




STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 29. — The
Union law minister, Mr Rarmu
Jethmalani, today asserted
that the Constitution review
commission has “no intention
to interfere with whatever is
there for the backward classes
and those articles concerning
Scheduled  Castes and
Scheduled Tribes will remain
untouched”.

Speaking at the inaugural
session of the two-day seminar,
‘The Constitution Review:
Major Concerns’, Mr
Jethmaiani said: “Now that we
realise after 51 vears of its
existence that the original pur-
pose of the Constitution has
not heen arrived at, il is time
to get down to introspection.”

He said allegations that the
government was trying to
deface the Constitution are
baseless. Since it's the BJP
that has initiated the step, the
public is being misled that the
work of Dy BR Ambedkar is

being 1nterfered mth B t, the
trath is that Dr Ambedkar's
work was interfered with the
lirst amendment of the
Constitution, Mr Jethmalani
said.

“The conclusion of the present
excreise may be zers but it is
essential to review the docu-
ment, especially with lots of
goals remaining unachieved,”
Mr Jethmalani said. “Or we
may just arrive at a consensus
that it’s not the Constitution
but the peaple who matter.”

Referring to the Sarkaria
Commissien report which calls
for the review of the
Constitution from time to time,
Mr Jethmalani said the recom-
mendations are sensible bat
haven't been implemented.

Refuting charges that the
government formed the review
commission lo suit its require-
ments and interests, the minis-
ter said that with eminent per-
sonalities such as the editor-
in-chief of The Statesman,
Mr CR Irani, and the attorney-

general, Mr Soli Sorabjee, and
others on the panel one can
always expect a positive out-
come.

Speaking of Mr Irani. Mr
Jethmalani said: “There is
hardly a day when he does not
critivise the government |cn its
policies. To have an honest crit-
ic of the government likle him
shows that the Centre means
husiness,”

Speaking of Mr Sorabjge, the
minister said that though his
appointment was through the
government, he was a comstitu-
tional authority. “Besidels, onc
can trust Soli as he never hesi-
tates to criticise a goverpment
move which he feels shouid not
he there.”

He said the governmen
n't embarking on an exer
change the basic feature
constitutional document
commission would try to lock
into the remaining loozg nuts
and bolts in the document
and perhaps try to tighten it”
to make the system| run

was-
lse to
of the
“The

_*SC/ST statutes to be left untouched’

L_,f\

smoothly,

On the areas which the 11-
member commission has iden-
tified to review the document,
Mr Jethmalani said the com-
mission would try to review
Centre-state relations, includ-
ing Article 356, to enlarge the
Fundamental Rights and
improve the rights of minori-
ties and weaker sections,
strengthen Panchayati Raj and
enforce the Directive principles
of State pelicy to achieve the
Constitution's preambulary
objectives.

The commission will also try
to look into the aspects of legal
control of fiscal and monetary
policies and will iry to explore
ways to make public audit
mechanisms more efficient, Mr
Jethmalani said.

Stating the commission would
also entertaln suggestions from
outside, Mr Jethmalani
appealed to the intellects of the
society to come up with ideas.
Ideas not guided by prejudice
would be entertained more.
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| N a ghastly ircident, seven
[ Dalits, including three
women, were burnt alive af-
_ tex a caste Hindu was fatally
! stabbed due to previous enmity at
Kambalapalli in Kolar district of
| Karnataka late last night.
| Chief Minister § M Krishna
and Home Minister Mallikanuna
[ Kharge, who rushed to the scene
: of carnage, ordered ajudicial in--
quiry by a high court judge into
5 the incident and announced a
| compensation of Rs one lakh
i each to the families of the de-
ceased.
* Giving details of the incident,
director general of police T Srini-
vasulu, who visited the willage
along with theHome Minister,
sald a group of dalits had fatally
attacked Krishna Reddy with
lethal weapons around 1900 hrs
Jast iight,
Krishna Reddy s relatives and

supporters, in retaliation, at-
tacked a Harijan colony in the vil-
lage and set fire 10 two hu

where some of the Dalits, who .

had assaulted Reddy, were hiding.
Six people, who were in a byt,
were charred to death while
others, who were in another hut,
sustained burns. One of them syc-
cumbed ta the burns on the way
to hospital.

Srinivasulu said additiopal
forces had been deployed in the
town and 18 people had been
taken into custody.

After returning from the
bled village, Kharge told mlia-
perscns that a sitting or retjred
high court jydge would inguire
into the incident. The povern-
mentwas ready o rehabilitate the
Harijans if they wanted to move
to-a different place. It wouldjalso
extend financial assistanct to
them, he added.

Unconfirmed reports saif Kr-
ishna Regdy was one of the ac-
cused in the murder of a daljt last

INDRAN &
1 3MAR 2

Seven Dallts burnt
alive in Kar

B CM orders judicial inquiry into ghastly carnage at Kolar

QU‘Y\"IV‘

ataka

year. The victim was the brother
of one Sriramappa, who was
among those burnt alive.

The Chief Minister, who 1e-
turned from New Delhi this
morning, cancefied all his pro-
grammes in his home district
Mandya and - neighbouring
Mysore and rushed to the village.
He conseled the families of the
victims and assured them that the
guilty would be booked.

A manhunt has been ordered
for the killers even as crowds
thronged ibe scene of the ghastly
carnage.

Meanwhile, former pnme
minister and Janata Dal (Secular)
president H D Deve Gowda con-
demned the “inhuman and das-

tardly” incident and demanded a

suitable inguiry into it.

Those who were bumnt alive
had been identified  as
Narasimhappa,  Sriramappa,
Shankarappa, ° Anjanappa,
Saraswathamma, Eswaramma
and Papamma.
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ATROCITIES ON Dalits art ot considered };;sectacle”
anymore in a country where its rural interiors contipue to hold
to the rigid remnants of feudalism, Central\Bihar, for
nstance, has witnessed an endless series of bloady nassacres
of Dalits in villages which are still trapped in the \medieval
power equations of a backward caste society. Fhat the upper
castes still call the shots in rural India is a fact, despite the
recent Dalit assertion in power-politics and the penerat sloga-
neering in support of social justice. What is however surprisin
is that a mini-massacre of Dalits has been enacted
Karnataka on Sunday, a State where caste tension has bee
relatively subdued, and where violence has not always bee
used as the first and final option to resolve a local conflict.
What occurred at village Kambalapalli, just about 100 kilg-
* metres from the State capital, is a tragic happening, the seeds
of which can be traced to the existential paradox prevailing In
the area. This is an old conflict transtated into direct violenge
— the murder of an upper caste man and a counter massacye,
where seven Dalits were locked inside their houses and bognt
" alive. Certainly, when it comes to upper caste retaliation,
violence unleashed is 50 extremely brutal and symbolic that/its
origin can only be traced in the history of caste and class dom-
ination in feudal India.
The bitter truth is that upper caste violence is becoming more
grotesque because Dalits are not ready to forsake the social
spaces they have gained in conptemporary India. These| has
been a stow social churning for coflective dignity and gong are
the days when the ‘untouchable’ would take everything lying
down, as a divine fatedness of the varna vyavastha, They are |
seeking new rights, changing their sociai destinies, resisting the
entrenched structures of tradition. Herein lies the reason for
this organised atrocity, as the last and desperate ‘message’ of
the ‘master” in a rapidly changing master-slave equatiop. The
political ¢lass should comprehend the deeper undercurrgnts of
conflict and change behind the “caste tension” i
" Karnataka. It is hoped that the murderers will not g
from the process of legal justice,
unless “social justice” become
simmering fension will re
lence anytime, anywhe

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES |
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/g_/\f?” Casteism in cyber age.\

Social reforms must keep pace with information revolution

EPORTS of the bloody caste feud in Kambal-
pally village near Kolar in Karnataka should
e as an eye-opener io the smug upper and
middle India savouring notions about the nation’s ad-
vance into a new millennium. They should come asa
rude awakening 10 a less rosy reality for more than one
reason. The story in all its grisly detail — about the al-
leged gang murder of a villager being avenged with an
arsonist outrage that has claimed eight lives—is, inthe
first place, a barbaric medieval intrusion into some fue
tunist fantasiesof current fashion. What should shock as
muchas the time, however, is the venue. It is not far away
from Bangalore, the proudly cosmopolitan capiial of an
TTsavwy Kamataka, that the horrendous incidents have
taken place. And, reportedly involved in the gory
vendetta are membersofacommunity from neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh being led, by almost all accounts,
into a brave, new cyberworid. The context of the casteist
crimes should serve to bring out the complexities and
contradictionsofa process of modernisation that has be-
guntobe taken for granted. The riots should be asober-
ing reminder of the need for social reforms even where
arinformation revolution would seem to have been ini-
tiated. For reforms of the kind that cannot be completed
with employment and educational reservations alone.
Indeed, for reforms of the kind that the politics of
reservations would only seem to have made more nec-
essary. From the inadequate indications available thus
far, the clashes culminating in the massacre would ap-
pear very much part of a pattern of Mandalite creation.
What the aileged politics of ‘social justice’ has un-

feashed, particularly in the countryside, is nota revolt

and Masmuvad-baiting awat, the conflict hasbeen

in} the southern districts has con-

the sanguinary strife
tinued to mock at the tall claims made on behalf of the
- ‘Dravidian’ social refofm movement. Kambalpallyisa
reminder, too, of the need for steps, sudiously avoided
s0 far by contenders fgr power, 10 do something about
this problem.
Allthisis not, of coprse, to say that the violence does
not illustrate a law-anf-order problem as well. Tt illus-

official protection. The contrast between the com-
mando-surrounded security of our VIPs or VVIPs and
the utter helplessness of the Dalits and the disadvan-
taged in our Kambalpattys should be too stark and strik-

however, won't suffice
political initiatives.
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ore in OBCs list, new

By P.Sunderarajan W (-U"[hw'it eV ery other State,

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Unicn
Cabinet tonight approved a
proposal to carry out certain
additions and amendmens to
the Central list of OBCs (Other
Baclavard Classes) as recom-
mended by the National Com-
mission for Backward Classes.

Another major decision was
approval 1o a revised voluntary
retirement scheme for the em-
ployees of the Public Sector en-
terprises, with a view 1o
bringing about uniformity and
to make the scheme more at
tractive.

The Cabinet also decided on
the minimum support price for
wheat and other crops of the
1999-200Q rabi season, which
are due for harvest. While the
price for wheat has been fixed
at Rs. 575 per quintal, that for
barley has been fixed at Rs. 430
per quintal, grams at Rs, 1,015
per guintal, rapesecd/ mustard
and safflower at Rs. 1,100 per
quintal. Last vear, the MSPs for
the crops were: wheat - Rs. 350,
barley - Rs. 383, grams - Rs.
895, rapeseed/ mustard Rs.
1,000 and safflower - Rs. 990.

The Union Minister and spo-
kesperson for the Cabinet, Mr.
Pramod Mahajan, announcing
the decisions, said the addi-
tions and amendments to the
Central OBC list covered al-

rom
Andhre Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, and Pondichern_’ g Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana,

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, I)Flhi.
Himachal Pradesh, {irissa,

West Bengal, Triputa, and |Sik-
kim.

in the case of Karnataka, Up-
pina Kolaga Vokkaliga, Rpma
Kshatriva, Ramaraja Kshatriva,
Kotevai, Kotegara, Kotegar, Ko-
tekar, Servgara (of south Kan-
ara), and Serugara of north
Kanara have been inclugied,
while for Andhra Pradesh, [Yel-
lau/ Yellapondulu, Salivahana,
Buklka Aavar, Vannia, Vanniar,
and Vannikula Kshatriya Have
been added. For Kerala, the list
has been expanded (o incl

than the SIC. In the cas
Pondicherry, Thattar, Por
lar, Thatchar, Kollar, Karu

va, Mukeri,
Sain {nai), lIe]a

Sheikh Sarvari (pirai),
Bot, Kuthalia Bora, Kalal,
war, Kualar, Dohar,
Thathera, Tamrakar, and Kali-
kar; for Rajasthan, it would fin-
clude Wazir, Saini, Bagwhn,
Rayee/ Rayeen, Kunjra, Sm

THE HINDU
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\{R/S/ for, PSUs

Soni, Kasai, dnd Gaddi; for Bi-
har, it would include Nagar (ex-
cept Maithili brahmins and
immigrant Nagars from other
States, who are brahmins and
baniyas); and for Madhya Pra-
desh, it would include Chippa-
Sindhi-Khatri, Bhisti-Abbasi,
Qassab-(ureshi, Julaha-Ansari,
Momin-Ansari, Multani Luhar,
Nat, Nivargarf, Niargar-Multa-
ni, Niyara, Gaddi, Sodhi, Sodi,
Sundi anc Sondi,

As regards the revised VRS
for PSU employees, he said the
PSUs would now be broadly di-
vided into three categories —
those which are financially
sound, those which are either
marginally profic-making or
loss-making, and those which
are sick and financially unvia-
ble.

For the first category, the
units would be allowed to offer
their own VRS as they were in a
position to meet the expendi-
tures involved, while for the
terminally sick units, they
would be permitted to adopt
the VRS of the Department of
Heavy Industries with some
specilic stipulations.

For the PSUs that were regis-
tering marginal profits or loss-
es, the VRS would be on the
lines of the VRS implemented
by the Gujarat Government for
its textile indusiry,
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Reservation doesn’t

W

the jucli

HE 27 POSTS of addition-
al district judges i Bihar,
reserved  for Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled  Tribes
(SCs/8Ts)  and  Other
Backward Castes {OBCs), bave
remained vacant for over a decade
becanse, as two of the five judges of the
Supreme Court observed recently, of
antagonistic and belligerent approach-
es adopted by the state government
and the Patna High Court. )

This the Supreme Court judges
observed in their recent majority deci-
sion (3:2) striking down as invalid the
Bihar Reservation of Vacancies in
Posts and Services (for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes) Act, 1991, It
appears that in 1991 the Bihar govern-
ment approached the High Court to
approve reservation for the posts lof
subordinate judges, as well as district
judges, as the existing rulf:s of 1531 and
1955 did not provide for the same.
After it failed o persuade the High
Court to agree, the government passed
the impugned legislation.

The majority judgement has held that
the Bihar legislature is incompetent to
pass any law dealing with recruitment
to theysubordmate judiciary, without
first gewting the assent of the High
Court under Article 233 and 234 of the
Constitution. These twin provisions
provide for appointment to the post of
district judges by the governor in con-
sultation with the High Court.

All the five judges held that the judi-
cial service is part of state services. But
still the majority judgement holds that
as far as appointments to the judicial
service is concerned, the governor can-
not draw any sustenance independent-
ly from Art 309 (traming of rules for
service conditions of govemment
employee), nor can he by a legislative
Act or through an independent provi-
sion under Article 16(4). In other
words, he canmot totally bypass the
High Court. )

It softened the below by observing
that if the High Court felt that reserva-
tion was necessary, it could resort to
Atticle 16(4). But with respect, Article
16(4) empowers only the state to initi-
ate any provision for reservation — the
High Court itself cannot do so. I feel
the majority was unduly panicky in
assuming that the executive's power to
enact legislation on reservation with-
out the High Court exe e
power could run Tiot with the Judiciary,

The minority, however, called this
apprehension  as  unfounded and
thought the measure of reservation
wus 110 danger to the independence of
judiciary.

Frankly, 1 see no catastrophe even if
the state government. in spite of the
opposition from the High Court, goes
ahead with its proposed reservation
policy. That is because the govern-
ment’s decision is subject to judicial
review and if the High Coust finds a
constitutional infirmity in the said pro-
posals, it can always quash the same,
But the initial administrative and polit-
ical policy decisions are the preserve of
the executive and the legislature. 1
agree with the minority that the major-
ity judgement has inadvertently bluni-
ed the principle of separation of pow-
ers, a basic feature of our Constitution.

C

Court exercising the veto-

The minority, speaking through
Justice RP Sethi, has held that no
doubt Art 309 is subject to the other
provisions of the Constitution, but
explatned thar this only meant that if
any such rule violates the constitution-
al provision of Articles 14,15 and 16, it
will be void but that this docs not
“debar the legislature to make provi-

GUEST
COLUMN

t
JUSTICE RAJINDAR

SACHAR ¢

arvs ndk

notwithstandin

High Coy

rules goverhing the service canditions
in the judigial service can be made hy
the governpr only in the manner as
prescribed | in Article 234 of the
Constitutio + the minority was not will-
Ing ta accept that the rules enacted
under Art 234 of the Constitution is as

high as that of an Act adopted by the
legislature,
Though aceepting that in case of con-

flict betwe¢n the rules made under Art
309 and the rules specifically framed
under Art 34, the later would prevail,
the minority did not aceept that in so
far as an Act of Legisiature was con-
cerned, it gould not be made applicable
1o reservdtion in the judicial service
because of the apparent conflict with
cxisting rules made in 1950 under
Articie 234, The court pointed out that
g the reservation policy,
ourt has not been deprived

he High

of making selection of best available

andidates, and that the powers of the

It i the marter of appoint-

ment have nof been curtailed, It also

The judiciary needs to noted that appointments even on the
o basis of the reservation policy can be
maintain a fine ';rmde onfy of such persons who are
batance so that it ound eligible and tecommended by
) the High Court. Thus, the indepen-

does not remain P

unaware of the winds
of change blowing

through the society
sions for matters which are not in the
covered field. Accepting the impor-
tance of isolating the judiciary from
executive interference, the minority
fievertheless emphasised that the judi-
ciary has to hecome an arm of socio-
economic revolution and play an
active role caleulated to bring social
Justice within the reach of the common
mar.

The mipority reminded the sceptics
that it cannot be denjed that the reser-
vation policy has been accepted to be 4
part of Indian parliamentary democra-
v us a safeguarding measures to pro-
tect the interest of the SCw/ST. The
agony of the minority judges can be
gauged from their observation, “Good
or bad, the reservation being the part
of the Constitution, the High Court
should not have adopted an adamant
attitude of totally refusing to concede
o the request of the  Srate
Gavernment..... The hostility between
two wings of the State have not, in any
way, strengthened the democratic set-
up nor has it benefited any section of
the society or institutjon.”

While recognising rhat t

denct of judiciary has not been in any
way taken away by the Bihar legisla-
ture’s exercise of jtg powers. The
rity highlighted that the Act wasg
hallenged on the ground of being
violative of fundamentai rights, or con-
to ather provisions of (fie
Constitution.

It is a matter of some concern that
the political consensus which led even
to the unanimous passing of the

i {Seventy Seventh)
Am cndment Act, 1995, thereby pro-
viding for reservation in matters of
promotion (nuilifying the earlier deci-
sio1) of the Supreme Court), should
left untouched the Patna High
Court as evidenced by its persistent
OPOSItion to reservations in the sub-
vrdinate judiciary. This is particularly
worrylng as most High Courts have
haq reservation policy upto the level
of |additional district judges for
degades.

The judiciary needs to maintain a fine

alpnce so that it does not remain
ttgware of the winds of change blow-
ing through the society — yet at the
samhe time should be cautious to see
that 1t is not blown away by every

he judicial—
sexvice has been given special peeat-
ment under the Constitution4fid that
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By Our Special Gorrespondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 295The Govern-
ment has decided to bring in a bill
to amend the Constitution to nul-
lify a Supreme Court judgment on
limiting the percentage of backlog
vacancies and discontinuation of
special recruitment drives in gov-
ernment  jobs for Scheduled
Caste/Tribe candidates,

The SC had purt these restric-
tions on recruitment of SC/ST
candidates while delivering the
judgment en implementation of
the Mandal Commission report in
1993 but put a five vear embargo
on implementation of the guide-
lines.

There has been a spate ef pro-
tests from SC/ST organisations
and political parties and repre-
sentations galare for nullification
of the judgment through an
amendment to Article 18 of the
Canstitution.

Only last week the Congress(l}
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, had
written 10 the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, reminding
him of his promise to redress the
grievances of SC/§Ts arising out
of the SC verdict.

~ Constitution biﬁ
v SC ruling on

As a follow-up to the judgmen
the Department of Personnel ang
Training, during the Narasimha

Govt. hikes D.A.

By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. The
Unipn Cabinet today de-
cided on a one per cent in-
crease in the dearness
allowance and dearness
relief for Central Govern-
ment emplovees and pen-
sioners respectively with
retrospective effect from
January 1. Now the rate is
37 per cent. A spokesper-
son said the additional im-
plications because of the
increase in DD.A. were esti-
mated at Hs. 296,32 crores
and dearness relief Rs.
102.5 crores per annum.
For the financial vear
2000-2001, the impact o
the exchequer would be
more, at Rs. 345.71 croreg
on account of extra DA
and Rs. 119.58 crores o
account of extra dearness
allowance.

‘) F W
A

as "
Rao government, through an of-
fice memorandum dated August
29, 1997, had applied a 50 per
cent limit to current as well as
backlog vacancies and discontin-

uation of the special recruitment
drives for 5C/ST candidates.

The proposal approved by the

Cabinet today for amending Arti- |

cle 16 of the Constitution would
enable the state to consider back-
log vacancies as a separate class
to he filled in any succeeding year
or years and such class of vacan-
cies shall not be considered to-
gether with the current vacancies

of the year in which they are being |

filled for determining the ceiling -

of 50 per cent reservation on total
number of vacancies that year.

Sooner than fater the Govemn-
ment will have to take a view on
another demand by SC/ST orga-
nisations and political parties for
continuation of reservation in
promotions. The apex court in the
Mandal judgment had disap-
proved the concept of reservation
in promotions.

Other Cabinet
decislons: Page 13

THE HINDU
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Removal of 50 per

on SC/ST

HT Correspondent
R

New Delhi, March 29
THE GOVERNMENT intends to
argend the Constitution to undo
the 50 per cent cap on reservation
of jobs for SC/ST candidates set by
the Supreme Court. This is to pro-
vide for the exclusion of backiog
vacancies from the current slots,
even as the combined recruitment
goes beyond the 30 per cent limit,
A proposal to this effect was
okayed by the Unjon Cabinet this
morning, The Cabinet also
approved the enactment of the
Registration {Amendment) Bill-
2000 paving the way for changes in
the  Registration Act, 1908,
Transfer of Properiy Act, 1882 and
the Indian Stamp Act, 1899.
Based on the recommendations
of the Sept 14, 1998 Conference of
State Chief Mindisters and Finance
Ministers, the proposed enactment
will curb iliegal transfer of proper-

job quota

ty and plug loss of revgnmue’ i
States and Union Territorids.
A spokesperson said the]Constj-
tution amendment Bill for] SC/ST
would help the Siate considpr
backlog vacancies in such reserv
cafegories as a separate class jof
vacancies to be filled in any syc-
ceeding year or years. "All sych
vacancies will be excluded from the
cutrent vacancies of the year| to
determine the 50 per cent ceiling
on SC/8TE quotas,” she added.
In real terms, the proposed stata-
tory change will undo the 50|per
cent limit slapped by the Supreme

the controversial DoPT
Memorandum (OM) of Al
1597, following the Apex
judgmen in the Indira Sawhney
versus the Union of India cage.

As per the reservation

THE HINDUSTAN TMES
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nt.cap

approved

existing prior 10 Aug 29, 199§,
vacancies reserved for the SC/STs,
which could not be filled up
through  direet  recruitment
because of non-avatlability of can-
didates of these grobps were treat-
ed as "backlog vacancies.”

The backlog quotas were filled
up either through routine recruit-
ment of subsequent vears or by
holding special drives and the
number of such backlog vacancies
was in addition 1o 50 per cent
reservations in respect of the cur-
rent year slots for all categories
(8C, 5T and OBC}) taken together,

The spokesperson recalled that
the Government had undertaken
special recruitment drives for fill-
ing up of the backlog slots from
1990 to 1996. The same had 1o be
stopped following DoPT's Aug 29,
1997, OM. The spokesperson,
howsver, said the statutory
changes will not in any way effect
the existing reservation policy.



CASTE
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HE government has

decided to set up a com-

misgsion to review the
Constitution while maintaining
the basic structure of parlia-
mentary democracy. One of the
problems of the present Cons-
tilution is that MPs and MLAs
are not accountable to the peo-
ple whom thev are supposed to
represent. Once elected they
are supposed 10 work for the
interests of all their eon-
stituents. Thus, in a situation
of conflict between two groups
of the constituents, they are
entirely free to act according to
their own persanal inrerests.
None of the constituents have
the right o ask any guestions,
One passible solution to this
problem mav come
from reviving Am-
bedkar’s proposal of
separate constituen-
ries — not based on
caste but on current
occupation. Such
constituencies will
make our parlia-
mentarians aceount-
able to their con-
stituents whose
occupation-specific
interests will he rep-
resented.

There was a hvely
debate  between
Gandhi and Ambed-
kar on how the elec-
toral constituencies
were to he delimit-
ed. Ambedkar want-
ed the Dalits to form
a4 separate constituency.
Gandhi was oppoesed. Ulti-
mately zn agreement was
reached in which reservations
were provided for Dalits in ter-
ritorial constituencies.

CASTE BONDAGE

It should be clear that ‘vaste”
refere to ane’s hereditary pro-
fesgsion, I hm are 1nv avmh.\
llux;;Lu atier an \JL\.updul i1.
Those who lived by trading
came to be known as banias
and those who hved by stitch-
ing shoes as mochi. The
nomenclature would have pre-
sented no difficulty if free
movement between different
oceupations  was  sccially
acceptable. A mochi would
become a bania if he started a
firana shop. And a brahmin
waould become a mehfar if he
accept the job of sweeping
the roads. Problems arose
only because the sysiem
degenerated and forced the
paterna! cecupation upon the
offspring.

Gandhi opposed this wrong
hirth-kased concept of caste.
This was the basis of his oppu-
sition o Ambedkars demand
fur separate electoral con-
amtuenc]es for Dalits. "Sepa-
rate electorates to the untouch-
able will ensure them bondage

n perpetuity,” he wrote.

tundhi was 11ght Classifi-

fion of people according to

eir hereditary occupations
11d force each not wo veer put
their inherited roles. It
11d reinforce their social
cion into backw m‘dng 3%

PARLIA

fl’,uh,m -

By BHARAT JHUNJHUNWALA
» But Ambedkar’ npposed {erri-
torial constituencies in which
the Dalits and the upper castes
would vote together because
those elected, evefl if they were
hereditary Dalifs, would not be
accountablg’primarily to the
Dalits. InAtr Gandhi and the
Emancighition of the Untouch-
able’hg’wrote that only such an
uptoychable would get elected
Joint electorate who agreed
ecome a tool in the hands of
‘he upper castes. Ambedkar too

The author is former Professor
of Leonomics, Indian Institute
of Management, Bangalore.

was right. Fifty vears down the
road we find that effective rep-
resentation of the interests of
the lowest of the Dalits is still
not taking place through these
joint electorates, Questions
impoertant for their welfare
such as land reforms, speedy
justice and right to work are
never placed on the main menu
of the nation. Dalit representa-
tives have been entirely co-
opted by the elite and only
form a creamy laver.

Tiandhi was right in opposing
separate constituencies he-
cause it involved hereditary

occupation-fixation. Ambedkar 1
~was right in demanding sepa- ]

rate constituencies hecause
only then would elected repre-

sentatives be accountable to Jf

Dalits.
The solution to this logjam,
therefore, would involve two

features: mobility of occupa- }

tions as demanded by Gandhi;
and separate accouniability to
Dalits as demanded by Ambed-
kar. These both can indeed be

secured if we should rodefine
“caste” not as the hereditary — .

hut as current occupation.
Let us say we make separate
constituencies for the landless

labourers. industrial workers, ———

traders, teachers, doctors, ete.
A chamar who takes to the
occupation of trading would
now be classified as a trader
and would voie along with.a
trader wha is born a pandit.
And a pundif who takes to the
job of sweeper votes with the
SWeepers.

CLASSIFICATION

Such a classification meets
the requirements of both
Ganahi and Ambedkar. “Caste”
is now not determined by
hereditary ovcupation. An
unteuchable will not face
“bondage in perpetuity” as
Gandhi had feared. At the
same time those who got eleri-
ed from the constituency of
sweepers would not becomne a
“tool in the hands of the upper
castes” as feared by Ambedkar.
They would be accountable to
the sweepers alone.

There is a need, therefcre, to
revive Amhedkar’s suggestion
for separate constituencies
with two modifications: that
there be separate constituen-
cles for all eccupations, not just
the depressed ones; and the

constituency be determined on
the basis of current — not

Hepresentmg Jobs Will Empow

AENT
ﬁe

hereditary occupatlo .
of the different num

TI V]PW

one single constituency while
the landless may fofm one in
every reventue division.

This would, it seems, he
largely acceptablg to the
Ambedkarites. He wap opposed
to hereditary fixation of occu-
pation, In Gandhi anf Gandh-
igin he wro}e: “The hereditary
system may be good ¢r may not
be wood. Why make |t compul-
sorv? In Furope it isfleft to the
choice of an individugl most of
whom da follow the profession
of uheir ancestors
don't.”
qhaht\ -based determ
casle; “The varna sviten of the
Bliagvat Gita has at] leaat two
merits, It does not say that it is
hased on birrh. Lhdeed, it
mrkes a special point that each
man's verna 1s fixed| according
to his innate qualities. Under
the old orthodox inteypretation.
caste connoted heredjrary oecu-
pation but varna ciid.not.”

stretched fa current
occupasign based
constituernjcies for it
is the quplity of a
person that will
determing his vccu-
parion.

The difffeulty lies
with Gapdhi. In
] Young India of 8
October [1921 he
wrote: “Vprnashra-
ma s in my opinion
i inherent pn human
{ nature ... |t attaches
to birth| Not to
abide by Yarna is to
disregard the law of
heredity .|. The four
divisions,|Brahmin.
Kshatrivd, Vaisva,
Sudra. define a manfs cailing.”
It 15 the Sanatani|who will
huve to understand that hered-
itary occupation mav be a
strong input to the determina-
tion of one’s current pecupation
o1 jati but it 15 notf the {inai
word.

DISEMPO“ -RED

The s mdeed
Ve tnﬂ Yualicy to|became a

eacher. A person mmst be iree
to cnoose the occupption that
siiits his temperament and
claim the rights and| privileges
of that occupation.

We already have ganctified
such associations for select
oceupations. The Bar Courncil of
India represents the interests
of the lawyers and the Indian
Medical Council that of the
dectors, This formulp could he
extended to all occupptions Let
every citizen be a part of some
cceupational associaflon and be
represented in the Farliament
tiirough his vecupgtion. The
representatives elecged by the
sweepers will thep be duty
hound to protect thp interesis
of the sweepers. They will not
be able to escape sufh account-
im of rep-

-

resenting the mteresis of all
the poople of theiv territorial
constituenecy,

The constitutional commis-
sion should dwell upon the
question of accountahility of
elected representatives. It will
not do to make cosmetic
changes such as providing =
mandatory five-vear term of
the Lok Sabha. The fundamen-
tal probiem of our democracy 15
that the people have been dis-
empowered in the name of abo-
litton of caste. The degenerate
caste system should indeed
have been abolished,
thank ocur c¢onstitudional
fathers for having taken (hat
bold step. Bur territociaily
elected representatives ave not
accountable to any of their con-
stituents, but only to them-
selves. The peaple’s interests
are strongest where thelr liveli-
hood or their seeupation is
invoived. Therefore, let us con-
sider ovcupation-based con-
stituencies.

< wue
Sl WWE

THE STATESMAN
16FE620p




= AN fu Apsianiug os
“SAfd] YPHDTY DU S AL Al )
yind apdiod
Y DS 01 ASNJE DUM CSIR(-UOU IR
SHIRCT LI04 "BS0YT AQ Pa 94 1) 98141 |jim
SHIBCT ‘BOUDL] "punoddyory [R1D0Y 1]
-Hou £ 01 Buogaq swao Auvar pur Aoy ji
UAAS S1[[B(] JO S1BPBI| DNUBLINE Aq A[Uie]
-137 HED SSIUSNOISUO) [RIUDEIIONIAUD
Burdoanap 10) uonipuos-aid ¢ se purp o
UONNGUISEPS 1RA1 pur qindg 23a)diunon
SIL 938 OUM ‘YIRaTRY " dpy PUE RUAXDY
" NI A aso ] Aliond e se vonoa
-00d UL O11ATD 28% Os|R Wen Aaul pue]
AAlleuIdie ue e papwoad aie £aq)
J == indy Syl o o Jujuest aansed
B MREID OS|R (D SU[RC] SY,], UONBALLND
LDYL JApULL UAag sey gaggas PUi| &l
SWIDAOLY S| L0 aultmaoedsy o)
SSTR O To) g o)ajd o 3y, saaa
YL panoIdn AT A LITe
1 SE SHEQ a4l 1o - ey e ,E 1snf
Aeil SODN 9 10] gna aajdoos agp
SUOERUM 1] SSOUSTOSUOD [RIGOUWIUO]
-1AUR B0Rf ST I 1B 51N -Fey S1Y)
WOL MEIP PIOoM SOUN 9801 eyl ul
-ueatlagy [y axofdwon oy sk sdnedd
5001 AL UAAS 2 pINOm  RYRIBUIEY
JOORUSE P W eae aeBey |puiey
aui Ut vedep wogy Sfueponsed prolqge
pue wipi] woll yiog sdnoid s
-ULIAUD WELSD A suup doneoed aip
Sunooadn jo 1w eQ au snuy L cAnpeal
[R1205 31 10 syndl-) ey oy Ajuo Buisas
Jo Angd e £ayg) swosiyeg A1 )0 span
-BIESSLAN JUUIINE ag O WPRE jouued
ANSS JUBLIUDIAUS AY) U0 S)Bg-uol
itm BUIOM a1k OyM SNERC ALRIunng
LUOIRIPALT, 01 L0831 Q) s
Ay A0} Jou pos e sanmunyeddo
JUD2IP QLOW ADEI0 01 358 ) Jo Aljea
ayy pasadxn osp 1 omy SR s o
apmiasas syl dunemadind 1y isaso pa
-ISIA 1 BARY UM SI0IRIPOWI 1I[R(] By pur
HINS I UM SNXAU dRISAPUIT Uk
pasodxa)f faug) na r gans o fujueaw
PIOJOMI B 3% pINGI 3ugy SR o)
PHE Jgeis Ayl Uaamlag aj0s  Suneipaw,
o1 Jo podding a1am oy saaqolqromod
W] BUYL Acte o punog sem ‘00
up CSIy Y, CsIolepawe nogit Alaug o
JUUIILIRADNY YT 3w ap 0] Dfs pue
Aleded awp 13_951 T UL Bu)
d[aU ) patl §CHY Ay IR SeAY Hotsod
-dn ST PUYSQ YInag agr toasaagg sl

-I(] {PDI10U 313M PLE DISHTTO LY 314M
JDue| Ayl ey) punodd ayy 1o SRR
wiede pasaiodd supwe asay nvwing,
Ul soigy o) sede ?_.2:.5 S8 MY 0
DRI L) UL IR SEM L[ a9y 1eadde
SWURLY 1 uayl ‘digsiopes| paseg-aises
atp L1 BLUANI sl SAojdap auo ]
"SULIAY [BSEDAIIN WY
AHaLUAINe yim 09 pue juy) o) Aoed
SEY 1 pa) i Auap »1 pual ‘odeuoned
10 odendug] ay) HIlM papro] SUeD Yong
PA] S AV 01 YIS IYM S
-lapuayy Supusosapuod ao fusiioned
AATOAUL 10T PINGUS UIED JRU0NEIIISal
-dat au apdwrexs aag pay Butag ane ogm
Asatf Jo Kurdp ey progde o eeate
B mbal 1ey) e pue BEIUIRS 2100
LLELLID AR DIUOYS SR [RUOHEIUAS
-oudad Ay puonay gy s moy Jul
SLEAG B BUIALIAP IR PR ag os|e huw
SLULET] T T, ¥ <
Yl iu_:::_:r 1y \:_::: _Eu:i: EFER
BUN0HSIN uajo plm waip ysnoag
Auiard i o o 388 0 siuvagea jo
PUALIIRMRIO) Pur AR{Ige A jo swe ul
uonsanh Anpiea oyl pupsiopun o) jue)
-todun st vogenus v ogons uf portad
aypaquay-1wsod syl W dpysiopea) umo
LS PO2al0s AT 100 PIIOM S)IPC 0
-LLECRE BT ' BS1D 11 adom L] §] agusgine
PUE puea AEdRILOI: QIR Sy 10 1y
SayEW UeIR1jad 10 UHBal 40 X0 10 31sB)
enaued v oy ueg m_c_.‘:_ 8, 9U0ALLLIOS

-1ad Hads- el yons Isaemoy Apearyderdoasd pue Afe1aos a1am Gy
Ry PWR JRYE pardie SST Y, puow 1se]
“aq BAY) U0 SHEC-UOU AQ USYE] AAep  ENBIGIRY U IN{WN] a1 RERA IRYPOGUIY
-1u1 Oﬂw 3] n..:_”_.ur...u.—ﬁ_C L—.___ahl_ EE!{J.— :_&.:C m—.‘u se :::..:-u::.: m:.j jo CC_:VLD.wﬂmU a1}
aun spunoud saoge asal uQ Burues 10 ST Q09T I PISTIIQOI (M
ad [eusalna 4o adesop (uw pasu jow op  'SGIH dnodd edop v osumie smord
sdnoId yeg-uou 2@ soumsse sdnotd Ol PAMT (880 DUTRS eysaedueg e
S,UdWoMm pue fraLl ‘e uo vonenued <Y1 01 duduapg Ajpadalle inod ey
-00 aAlSsaxA yoas ‘Agein] syeg-von Pwos ariweny A0 Q) 10] yuads o1
1Ay palnpuos pysyodiud jo pupy e UHED 04m 3soyy 1sutede Apujots Sulisi)
ofzapun o) sy oyl swadxe uondinms -oad sipre) yim suotuodoxd stroratuep
-SE UR YINg CapIsing  wodf MWC:_OAﬂ_n_.H UG.:Z_UUMW ML SBI @Iy S "S02UNn0s
JRIDOIUSD oNs udald 5q ) paau souay -9l [BIHLIND pue [eDos feLadeur 01
puR SUIUOSEAl [BLI palLiojul-A[[ea]  SSITR 4O SULR wr donitdasaadal jear 198
enourp e fudopasp jo agedeaug 2 AT NG saned [eantjod jo saoisaj s
UBWOM DU S[RaL SHRC) JEL) ST swie[d uacnale gl .Cw aauelradde [BILIId
yons ul uogdwinsse oy ‘panyy cpaseq B oyl wsnl daugy ey andae sppgg ag
§1 080 S0 YoM o unneRROTY Reg  SATIN0d RIORD jo wiwal g 0 uaay
Aaoam  diysuonees eamypaeIa o LUsTayl
PUD} B 9tLi] 3yl [[E SPURLLAP UILL DIYM  WRISYG JaAL A3y sano paupual sy
jud_ Jouadns _ {jrogsioda wago s ey suied pae souasiu umn o
‘AliBI0 Jo U B OUBWIRD Y1 07 PIOS SN
B ARLU SUE(T-UOU AQ SUBCL IO UOHRIUAS  SBm JHRIS Ao :E gm_v? = lug] E:uua al
-AdE MY, CUSUOM PUR S{RAUL SHIBCL  PAUAUT M alas 13481 28818 Ay payae
JUSIOI0A DUUSIINE JO ASDACDDI [EDII0]  -31.U0A3U AR AN, SAES Yoym - afleg,
-S14 A[qeus Aayr ey punoad agl uo paty fwaod  palerdEd sy Ul poIRnoe
-lsnf 2 ued swaep amnanIed ONs ‘eu) ST JUSLUNIBSA ST SIApPEI] Msed rad
SUONsMb AS0Y) PUBISIAPUT SN 197 -dn paseq-urgm Aq speqin o BuNRILdS
suoneliasalda) jo pury Aue aunbar -ardar Juruolsanh udag sey ‘otiemuos
Al [eqI puE IR UOWILoY ayl soop  FHIPAY Y SISIANGE [Pnagiail rqls
AQrug puy Ay easd, v o) s§uop  SUIPEI[AY) 0 AUO IRY US uRjOpUy oy
-aq 10 s3213ap OIUIAPEIE Al0WwE se] aug  CBH TPRUWEN SUIL 1O sIapes 511 AQ srqL
-aUI0S ASNNIAY 1s0f PIEA 0Wesq suARy  PAWAPE-IILP I JO DONLINISALTL a1j1 51
AMUANPINE MOY TOgsAnD ayl pasizd pry

Yy &_2&53 aY1 aas 03 asnfal oym ‘SIpP(I-UOU
pup EaQ ﬁo& ,33: Aq pap aq o1 asnfau yim sivQq Y

IR pandit 3¢ 1001PD 1] SPI0M IS0
up ssomdie gons [ sueie saod uon
~euasaddal e o sure jo adueosd
SN URIPUY U] 59810 S0 11 8] NUMRENE
[PUR LA AJRILEWGINTE DI BOLIIUISA)
-ChRE LG SWELREY TR U1 IR QLRSS U
‘puasaldar jo swiepy onads- nungmno
asmp ‘puosny nopedouiis jo adend
SR ESERATUIL B it quads 03 duseapuaf
[psioamn o v Gupnboe siegg
10 Anpssod o) asofaaloy 01 pun L
SBOSHRC] JO Snad QARG SURIT
104 SUOHIPIOY JWDDYMs aptanad you op
A3 1SA1 suoseal oay o) anmajaold
AIREassa ale ajuasap Aeni
‘uonreiuascadal o spaeaog :

P51y ypaaw S Adunsataiuy Al
Eum.:_: PR L SE PIEA TOU ST SaNSST
R(] 40 voniuasaidol 1aq wg ipaamQ
_mo S LM QNSSL HO0T YTIOU AL wod

SIR{OYIS NpRg] ueuel Copduiexd g

sdnosd umaan Aq Ajryaniog el

SISE( AR|NHI B UQ POYSE ST UORiUas

-aadag Jo uogsanh o tmoN aseo RIn

STRU B PA0H] 11 YSNow) anep sug o ..cma

01 PR2LI) Sk NPy AsINGd J() AR

SHNGD BYL 0] SasSRIU 1R U0 g2 o)

patuasatd i ogm Jo ansst ayl vo 45191011

-LOD B AL PAYIC] A1AM S1ADEA| ISAYL 10

UAOPUOL ) BINIIAREO AR PRNoY A

BULMP LypuR:) pur IE{PACULY Uaamiaq

Astzauliuos age o) yoeg duiod ouc saon

..... L duﬁ;

FU) OP 10 0ONIENNIS JBIDOS _.gc.fp rd v uy
WING ST SUBALEOS DSNBIAY piiRa £)jeaney
-ORIE ACINRY AFYT O¢] PTEA PUER DA
SN uoneiuaselddl Jo SR OSeUM
Mlgeipnsal  uauom  pue sfequl sy
-} AT 0 suon22fqo iy aae s suonl
sanbh RlUAWIRPUR) 0M) SosIEL ShyL
Ial1R[ 2] Loy SUNEpRLNUL S1 U@
-LOM O Buuaiel e uaur jo aduosed
Alaa oy 1oy st wawiniae oy .v__,mmaw
JOU 'aAlds(O o) pamoye SJuo amw Soy)
wie Al Uaag puUm aaiios Jo &:;mmE SHU0D 5wl 3y AYENINISIY 1A SR
m Huu._P»D:ﬂ U an Ll umﬁ: _.ubw_ L 1 JO Sala _v SNOLIYA :_:m:.:.;b
i|o0s Papral ontudsardal g iInoge  pue sjeqQin Supl Apteprog
SUONIBYO HLI TEIIOM Ju ases ap upsT] aed sdnodd eoos jo uoneiias
-B(] A1 uasadal Jonnen pue s1ap1sino .E:E P 0 NOLESANEG 4H

ning jedon Ag Vi v,

uonelugspidal pijea Jo Goﬂmos(w @

THE HINDU

7566820



CHPYHAAEY 22 ) YOUnasay JH91008
RIS YLION  A0WNi] ST 431N PILL)

SUBLHM]-RIS B Da3eady a1t ohm
asonr o3 sonsnf sop Buy@3nas soapoant wiy
roRUSHAinRas Matl B puR uueey jo ums
SAL00 03 38 oy o Apansod puodsal
FIER .ﬁuw._:ﬁmu.u ﬂm:ﬁ:; 1 FUMBITHITLWOD M*.M_?»
ISOU] ING PALWIPH0D a¢ 07 L1 1 isueie
2anil Ay samodd g Aaougt ¢ umanew
0% dapae wi possaaddng ag a1 oang dood
MG pUR PARTEG 2y B sey opsey Au
erba o) pra) gEd pngy s Aue saede
ol U 9y 0} B[RO S XD
360100 31 apel AU N INIUes M Moy
prum I D0 ﬂ:wu v.:m.J._ AL 3 M:_«wwhw
-SAUDHT FSOLLL, RONBSHAHURAS MO B P
UOISIAALOD 0] B ayl rsuwede rondn oy
PUILA $1S2193U1 Palsan o8y 210 asayyy,

HOHEINPS IBEINTS SR 0L
asodya dursg wey spequa ayy uaaard oy
Aadog IARALICD SO 351 Aatf),
RSB PAISaA M OT N B 81 OHED
-npa srP o soaed gy 1saue e
LB O 03 A A3 IRUAM DUR SME] 15810]
B SHIFPINS 5134 4yownay AJ[ 1oyl sl pudny
-affeunue P 30 GUHLD A O] CSURISIAG
Wwayl jo 3uen sad g1 Ajuo seguy s sjuap
STIS SH OISO CUOSEIAL0D 100§ 3 a0y
HOsITT A sare paelno uy sunysuyy oo
SADR IR M1 O PR 180G GOS8 07y
ﬁr:u:b?.:v:_ IR O R S A T R T H Y]
App SRS U0 SISIANIE Juald 4Bunyg
podtofe Aq poyomip sum e W em
=iy e eouas Wi veyseegg deosgr a4
-IA TR U SIaR PAYSIA B G IS0l
03 1BASYT T oSRM UYL CsIaInnge) popuog
30 wopnay oy 103 Bunydy sioaa way)
108 266 1 B ydugiiear) g seau sedogg |
LUV L PUE GEG] 1T 920PU Jesu patap
- sem Ay epung g apdimks xog
AN LMG 0 Ul as0ED $1E (0 sidem
[RAIOS B3N DART QIOLE A SO JRyf

e ddnags
a3y jo pus ayl jou st owmsideg geap
[Eas sroamsalus spp ma Aayg e
MBU BAR AV OA TRT PAIP SNEI[ 1A JAST
<M Rotgs Csatyenbaw poe aonsnlug e
-05 e Wiy geae o1 | wonnspoiuLss
MBLE, B5IT 01 IS AR SUBLISLIT) IS0
SHPRIAP DN U CReHIOY STy 1 opeut
bt .Eo_uxm:vmﬁ?rg MIU, R uaisadAunI m
fee oy paratgns s sodoad wmisy jo
Ausolzm oy yorym o1 Auaaod pue aopnu
-IUHSIP anuoa Buuagns ayy Ay pasod
suansenb pyuwnd fuew,) ag) o speads

PUR IXOWIND TSIY) UM SISRG DpUO
-D38 URIsY IS 21 sazenys 1 Awouoas
SIT 03 JIAYE AdE BISY (1 POssoulm
mwﬁ.:ﬁﬂmuuﬁ_ GO SRS 3 TSHINIA QIR
SOUNO UTISY 350w Uasm J0 AGUoNs
parnoggoad  Apmnd g opur topesie
QO3 SASSTOSIP 3 OLNEANE JIHOWGN-01)
0% 353w Bupgoor] c Aupar 83 M sy
apuil aamy wapsim pue Sydosapgd pring)
-ouadd,no astenoag Jodsar paasd ag
DAIIRAP AN} PRYT SISISUE I 0 wsigppng
wmsmpui ] CSHURESHYDY  ‘taegsp wusp
-1f S8 yans suoidyal Jo ajpusy o1 s By
e UOGHIGSSE O3 Uiim stiado I OCIXeIoa
JHEOUNIY PUB (RDOS SOHOMRAT $1 W
ersy Bupenis & suFag wawnaog oy
ALY PRI ADIAIDS
S1HE 1O 3002 M s paniepodd sy uopms
SRRIEAY MOR T, BISY UL 3ADS PUR Ban0] 30
LEOISSIWL S{E T INOIMRE DI JSI3YY Snsa]
SEM STIRUBLID WEMUNIOP S1Y) YoM tio)
POUAS UL G 3L 0L, BISY UL OB,
JUDWININE POUAS 31§ “red widony wy
gulaay jo PEISUE IXATU6D [0 IR0
a1 :.13 3A ABLIDOSUL WA BRI
UM [EBD O pu ;:3 SIMYLIT eay
O OIS SO N0 S NG O] .:55: sy
SURENSSIAUN GET DUM SIDIEG-EnRsE)
TR DU L RAM DN 34T 100U 81 10 1]
a FUROW JUREELp B DRY SUB)
SUL IR PUR SEILAUY AH) 0 pUO3as
S puw adosr o dopesiadieas Jo sum

SLSIN DU SO B AT Ao 1eal 10u)
atl aBury mros a1 ansadxd fue poan,
18 9 Jouney shpel Ie0p 51 adussan sy
AIETnstiyy oy adUlfin g go SR e
Wasitas 01 Buptny osoam A5y 1Ry sH uaE
UOSEEL SU, pasyrigdsay s o3 pey wkag
a0 atoy CApsoporaa dnoap wag pue
padpo] 210 Aot[1 (2140 S ASN0Y 38|} PRSI
-9 SISIALDY (1A podofe g e lanp
F0g Gaagigs aaom Ao sy IR Jaom ooy
©oloy peuy ael adegpa v ool aund pey
SURISIU]Y pre SURESHE sapirgg 3o dnossd
DPawiils SIg] G 1aguidaoy 1o RR oy us
oguiung Caflajory Buluaay s ydosop 1y
Josiuapnis g pue sioq oz jo dn dupeag
JYI WD SAQM00 aBEssaru awms ey

Ciood oy o sos atp e tamod ur soages
SIROA BUIGIRIVIMY (0 SPOIL 8 PUE 3505
Ul pasas v s aotgar nok Gy 31 sty
BULO3BG 35u3),] akq poony,, S oyl o o8
-ssL A deand Ul S3a@so el
0p WISMPpU] 01 Uasal 03 Buplamasg)
AlE Ay sIouned gsued oyl o) suen
-S0YTy BT PR 03 apew B0iog s1 LMoy
v sag s ataes ur asaeog o s
0} APl 10U @M Sipyuonsy mgl, tdinesd
:3:_;:;3&3 appssod  Yyum
PRI 3N RIS sued ofie sapeoap
ABAP MG CSPLYY A pln S ayl
jonuns 01 panunney sepdway s Suypon
SLOD S DUM UBYHOM) PUR Siatelg
YL BOO ] WBsAs PRI00s sniun ag pore

T - R

‘Arteaod nayy uo pusdap tamod
PUD SAYILL ISOYM ASOYL O] 1V2IN} D 51 UOISIHAUOD
4121} 08 “suonsunf | sandu,, soy1o uLioliad o}
pup pvap ay} Jo asodsip oy ‘sppasunf puv soSviiviu
D AP 317 J03q 01 SHIP( Y1 PaoU SaIspI c_u.E Y

EE:::z:: 18 A YT JUALEITS oyl
s R0 $203 13 avuis I puRIsIapun
-SPUUL AISES URD ABOOUHLIG] ST} MO 0w
O YA 3RaY Y, Py RIDOS ) U Ajae
-td s, vonusgaineas MoN,, WEIG S o
APenuasyy SE UGSIAGOD ATpol SURNSHI)
O CAEPUEISIADUN ¢ NGO Yl Oy
SR 04 e £303 Yoy ipim Adojou
CHEII URASLYT) JUAA3E ST pOOSIIpUN
SSHU @ARY WG wisy jo  dogesyaiutae
MaRE, PR UGIIaAU0Y 01 |1 5adad ayt
Wuede eoady o3[ 30 110 Syt s eg g
piazard AR posn
LOISSAAILY “I3HPAINL G131 0 S

ayg n3 pe

SapueUIog

- 3,: 109G CAULRE BIH 01 SENPO 1:1
satg | Bugrd-jos, sy o saauld sy
QOMEBSIGIEUNTE 491) 03t SUFWLJRIY 21108
padoad gsiag oy tandiey aq o unep
oYM} sOPIRG puwn siwYnsg Syl pasiaed
ST asanEnnog 3yl osudiops spuou
032 T UL S3SERE IRURROD {30] ol
30 VOIRIDGRROD Y 07 SISERILO0T 2y
SERYHOY U260 a3 0} st sBupg gy,
“Anriracsd
Hyy uo puadng samod IUR DML dSD1M
GEOI{) O JWOMY ® S BORIIALDD Qa1 Uy
WSS enbatn 0Y UMW o3 RpHasss
24 prae uoseEnlqes eyl asyoguits osje

1M Ad — oW

/1SRI91UI PIISAA Se alse) -

SROpDUNY 9wl suonowry | aandwy,, 19
-yio wokad 0 pue pesp oyl 3o asodsip 4
SPELMIRY PUR SORTLLRI 38 WP oyl 1mag
m oSN YL Peou sapsen Yl 3y, wo
-gaad ong) g X argy s ey CcAnunes fue
U SRR [ojUL PUE agEaIoy §1 o adetlae
Apurey cpmodstp prop  speansag afupia
SROBIPEN OHEIUEY AflWe) s U0 g sEade)
-RA PALGALOS Y1 Ay uon2afal jtun s,
AsNEIN] uorssasued asotddo apdosd png
sppr s sy ‘ol duep pauung Ajan
o freusissiit e pue pojadxa waag aany
PIIOYS SHIEIG PUR B8] (IMP0AD 104
Aunes Lypy suoged Ay g Euep e pap
-3 R SHENSHE ) Y m wf sapiditad sung
SRLANBSE WO SO0 J] imply jo jouno’)
UensLyy  [ranhgey Suapaad  weupat
SRiRY Y ] 3 3910} BIaa0D Ot PURSIAp
~TRY O3 ST UG IRYE INSII00 $1R Ul sY 3
“Agenby jo ap w.:_.n.,i
ayz 1danon 03 s1apray wleqes o Psunion, |
oL papny A0ip Ing CRUBNSHD QWY
O} 10U Wi, OSHN0Y, 09 P patIsia S10
SIOM JJIA WO AR sman © 0] Fupind
<1 COARIIA G4 SARA] D) PANOJ 38 PO
AL CSURISIILY AWURSAG PUE P H3L
posueys Aoy §1 e pais puB Bapl o)
Sumopuege o1y vy pamaed s8ujin
J0SIDPRI} AR JWLLIOD I IDABMOF |
PRI Q) Apras atom Aay) of a0
::: By o1 sl pie oBEu- xﬁ
,ﬁ:ﬁ:m:; ey v BUaRg
SHHIO3 URPSLY SR mes K3t Em uoid
SR M T ) Ul pMBIIRRLINSID
A 03 JLUOD ofe Auad B 1as0 Anuen
-S{0Y D) PODALGD L3 BATY BLM IS0
YD MR 210m AGH [ IOPDAL) palukem
wodt gy possanddo pa] we sige sy,
OIS
-0y o] (0 5 adog s Aq papaa aeosdn
Yl SE Uy o] aaoppduny e spuopngs
30 dooud v uo yone B Yoo oyl pae
spaHtay ysied a1 01 pauiupe o sHy
SBLL O WSINIRIN o) oAss 01 SFEfIA ueo}
A sayueoon s Yy ong Jo g
ap Qe oy oppdwed  snopianos
gwdaeduigoe 19N G 1o apyadd
AL O 43119] FIHAOD B 7 PUODDS MY} susn
SSLILTY MU0 03 BUELIER UL PUR] I sant
S BT GO 1 IPAN DY) 51 IIDAD 811
THEE (RO WHODINE 10 UIUT8 3 L0 S
UNISEIALOD FRUS PR SISSEH[D JINRIHUD A
JLRLI wﬂE [FAISaA B S LI3SAS AINED
Ol o WMHMIBUMIRI 1B UDES
Nk aRRes 91 a3 wnod Sqiuow
may ?2 5 LOSENTAY HA]

- §JAN 20D



(SASEYY PAOMPIDG 10f UGISSIIINT
JOUOIIEN 24 for AtD1a0as-12GUa1 81 ULM 3y T)
"A1oros uetput o &g
-me ayy oy snoroduep osie jng paynsnfun Len:
-0B] AJUO 30U 278 "0} PAAIOSIPUR ST WISY) 10] auOp
JunpAue Jeyr pue Jnapdwodar,, 2 ¢ Ssapusu,,
a1e Aoyl deqy Jupfidwn ‘sossep  Supmoge] Ajest
-54qd,, o 3o Anjeier M g pue sonepdod
MO JO Ip/E IN{ISTO0 OUM SES puR SHS SO
inoge opew Asseqydnoy) syiewas Fuideiedsip
‘Apair J, 11240 parspuod 2q 0) psU IdURNFTUFTS 8
Pue SIYJ, "PAPNUT 3G O} PISIAPR SIWAUOUAS/SIIsRD
69F 31 uw) 210W Aav {gp JMIdqWnyG SaNape
S.OHON &g powoafar suduouds/sases sieak conp
1B I W “A[puoeoas 1m0 awaldng 2yl ut 1 afum
-1eY» 01 Sudia 2q 01 UOISHIIN Atre $3A2112¢q A[SnoLIas
oys anCATE to3-uetddo jedop ag; papiaoad usw
-8pnl (ppuviy aq) T ‘sey 1mo)y swa1dng T TSI
swred aa1y) ssoloe nd prnoys 1 a8eis stp IR ng
“JEAIAINS §,BIPU] O]
feyA SORSS] DOIR[AE I9YIe AUBW pue sfy3 10f sm
O} QE[IRAR S3WO3G J08dS eIpow yInous usum
1318] WAy} somsue [feys [ suonsonb asayy yse o)
SLS PUE SIS ‘sDE UL AMmNSHOD ogm suBipul
Jo Auofew sea 2 ur gRnous 1IN asey Ay
Shwapedst pue [gioos ‘stuounaa ‘Jeanrod jo ssayds
A1os0 sjeutwop pue sasen sadde ay) o) Suofag
Apanus wowe oyam 20 engodfarm o adoy |
WFISIL £66T W paprjoul
8q #say Jou pmod Sym () isresd ws ise|
agp w bed s DGON T Aelap olqeploar Auz a1
Sepy (7) (PadRana0 Jw00Rq SMIRAW aARYy DlM
UPRYD HAY INOQE YAy [ OOMEIRS[S 8 Ul
-uraaod 105 Fuop os axer u pp Aum Q66T LT
ISNBHY PUE £66T OE AUNT UIOMIB( SAVRP 1T
U0 Yeq SUG| PAIapuo) Ua3q pry Sa1Apk Uogm (1)
Bumojoy 34l 218 s 0] pajiel Anisom sey pue
PaYSE  2AVY O 1HFN0 S[ENPIAIPUL 10 SSBD 1RO
-2 YL JBYL SUORSIND DY, ONIIL QB papnpIt
Aprasfe  9SOUL SB SHE JO ISH A4 Ul pOpnjMI ag
01 W3 Yonw st aaey pue pey L0y worsis ased
Satfeatsd-[le OY1 JO SIWPHWOOUM Se ‘wonepuny
pue suoupaldap ‘uonenojdys Jurodrapun wasg
aaey A3t Yoy Suitnp saumjuon Auens a1 ynonyy
‘6661 250F2q 3U0] pIemyIeq A[[EO0S alam 35a1] 121
IQNOP J[EUOSER] Aue ARy UED A1S1D0§ WEIPU] JO

v

' JSI] 9y Ul s9jse)

adpagmorry Aue qis uosad papriui-1es oN Gl
U1 pIEAOEG &G 0] PATDAODSIP, JI0M IO pIemydg
WD AUIPPNS P SIS JOU IR DY
‘ot
-nsnlun K105 233m PIPOUT U] Uf PURDIR UMy
SWRINIRY 241 YT 308 Ged Aoy aday 1 -(uy kg
~UON JRMSTIRG )
B[RITY JO ISEPPAN(]-X2

U1 MBWYIIA0T MRS Y1 A PaPRDUL ID[IED 21am
YOI USApRL] BIYPUY JO SISED D311 IPAIGT [{
asoy) “1ayund - Sumnaqe syl pue Sunoudi Ao
SIENIDIFOIUT SNGLIHO0A INO YA TWoNmnsacy 34
10 Juppellg jo sases Fmaep 1S0W oy Jo U0 Wl po
-HIG] SEM (OTYA 10¢ O8I OS6T TIPS Djepueu
[BUOTIHISUGY Ul
YEnoyl  ‘uoliralasal

Auo pue (unquey)
qefung jo  Fuueas
-feunue suo rariony
AneN)  ejEIRLIEY

£19100s J0 Aljige1s aul o3
snosaguep osie Ing payisniun

a0 sod £ 7w apia
-oxd pue s o1 wonu
-80001 P1OIE 01 0661
Ui LOBIRP € 21U

o Ewﬁ_ _,waaémw z:m_ﬁoﬁ 2:0 10U 2l SIS pue ey %E% Hne)
om) {aeggieyaeyg awxndng  Auyy  sone
B U B A I B N WQ.\U; awOm 1noge speld \m_mwm_ 14 87 9)MS ou pey
pae (new) seiefnc SIys ERIpUERY;

fewporigpo)  -WBNOYl swiewss Buidesedsiq e M g
g J0 goes ueysefey  ‘rindug
G — INOQY] 3 oy weirad A se
(LBAOOIW/IRYNNA *FUNOOY WATARP B U0
"ueglraA®N IR 1§ SSIUTTO-2HHN

nguoy URIIIARYN SISTT MEIS Yy Ul po
BANIDOA ) B{EI3Y -pnpu Apuonbasgns

1o oanp ‘(aemsiep)
BURAIRL] JO auo —
8334135 AINMO[ JO IROJ
Husere13ues) 41y pun
(urddoopy  umpey)
eferey 10 goed
auo pup  “(TUNUWIN
‘zarfuey} euelieyy
Jo om ‘Gduyg fay,
Jegquiny)  BofH o
251y} — [euesiIe/uES
-HIE 119A28 ‘4T AUC 0}
SO0 PAPMOUT $33580
MU AfEa ayy snyf
"uoleArasas 3o oBeyuaatad oy w uayy
PRI SROIOUT AT A[UO JAG DO M7 10U SBA
Wao) Y a1 LG usop Nonlls Sem 1Rym gnon
SSaULaP(A JO SIRAL CT 0UT o Jsen pue paddorp
Anedafit ing (Z96T) uossunnry oy eleypreIngy
R JO SISRG 2YI UQ 9gg{ Ul 1SIT YIRS oy)

QI3 DA} LD JO RO
PUE 1¢ AU0 21am SIST]
QRIS Y UT 10U IS8T
JEpUR] A4t UY I
DOPUIIUL 8DISRD) SISTT
QA®IS Ayl Ul papn|dul
Apwanbasqis  auam
¢ 2 Jo At Sd
0018y Uowmwed,
101517 TR aseyd
-ISNy A ul papopu
A 10U PO 7 38241
2AaEAYY pue SN
AW YL U 10U g
ST [PPUBN 2U3 Ul 2194 7T AU 58T (BPURIA QU1
U 100 3104 D66 1053 8151 21B1S IU) UL 210M WO
JO UIAIYT "SOE $R AR UMDY JOU 2434 A2 IR
ABUDS JYY UI MANU AJ[AL 10U 238 g 280U 3O SO
SRoNd20X0 MO ¥ (A DIpO{IIL PUROY
211 001 YHYm 3o Jsoul ‘Arodares uesead syl daaya

\\5

wGmeSﬂvEm MIU TO NVN] S 'S d

Wags o je Ul papapur ApIoun Ajjeniaia 1a2g
BUIARY 58 IR0 PURS sauofopen d1sed as fe e
MOUS T76T YiIm SuTutEac LInas §11 Jo a{ohgm 213
FULIND SJUAMILIAA0E diagp A Panss pue suols
SIWOD WP LG PIPEAUNIAL SO Jo s1SYy
YV (1) LJISRPRAR(Y, OfIYMISIA puR ([ sjuedtp
VAT () SMIURLILIOD MPELEOU-THIdS MPRIOU/ e[
epiA (7)) uawpuegsny () siesead (F) Inoge]
[Bynoiife (7)) s1olopuar aMAINS  A[WOL, (GT)
Inoge] feInynotile-tow 9] ) sEOYIoM [RuRsIIR/ULS
-TE 30 SAI0T0180 015E0 PIeAdrq A[geindsipur o
01 Buojeq AN, "RIpIW 2 U] DPRW sastou Fmlieye
ayl Apusal jou op ose sased po SUtaemaL Sy
"ASEI RPRITOT-TIMDS D PRIRIOUME ]
PIRTIA 2uD pue salsey wesead omg ‘sopsen
WENPURU oM ‘SRISHD IrOge] [RIMMoURe 4 pue
feanynafe-nou 71 {AUrgsga-soop funns- ey
W) SMALNS  Af0], SULIpUIZ £f ‘(0w 1aysy
Fmph{aul) SOISES [RUESHIE PUE UBSHIE ¢ O} JI8[al
SWABOUAS /7 3$IMY * S9I0A0OSIP,, Mou juasardar
OP-ARIOIAQC 7/ DSO) IRVS STUAURLOD JIning
153yl 11 O 230U DYE] ({14 §|BEN1D "he
A0 12GUWINU $IISEI ABU OV} PO SAs5e[) pIemfatg
10 1SUT {RIUD) U] UD DIISIND APRDIJE (OT]M §3I8E)
IO SAISEI-QNS §8 PIAPNIW 223G DAVY [/ S¥ AURLN
ST TEL AU JO) I0U 10 3y 2R ‘s1nl ajduonus
UD PASEY SUONBNLISUT PUE STORREAJR 2UL I3atm
OULRXD PR S3SED ﬁmm ayr U3 SUIND AW ATy
ety SN er Fummewas agt ug
ISTI2IWT 10 J0 aFpaMo0y ou pey L3y, s jo ases
24 pUNDIE S[UO SILIOIS SID11 UDADM SARY UDIS ALY
[ ${BLIOYDS PUB $A[NLIE ‘SIUSUIUCD 23 {1# AlJeniiip
AGOIaY) PALSERIUN POO(] MOU B PUR |, PAISACINID.,
WD FARY $2850[D PIBATONY MU MY Y] S2THETOS
-13d EIpIM pUE SUBIUWAPEDE AUIpNoul SIO1RLAY
W00 [[e souIe Ag UaATR ag 01 148nos st dorssazdig
uy wewiyeand oy uo Fuwputg Aernpni pue
Aprosniels e gorga (OHEINDY SOSSR[D) pleaong
10y VOSSHUWOT) |PUOLEN 2Y] JO saaape Sug
-puad-Fuo] 313 Y3rm S0URPIOIIE UL $AFED I8 UT sO¢
30 IS O3 Ul SIAPTRWILOD PUE SIISEI-(NS ‘$I1583
ZCL 2PRIAUT O USTIZP 21]) 1001 12u1qe) HOTU () 31
(3G A PRIITDO0 SIGT 30 TOHIGIGXA 1S2IB] YL
ueioust g papunodwos wsianesau jo
Auo ST () $38SE)D) pIeAaRg S SPIFMG)

1D SEIpUY JO opMmIge {YYHINGD FH

LN AA \

(HE HINDUSTAN TIMER

-8 JAN 2D



New caste equations
likely in Bihar polls

" CASTE

e

!
Mammen Matthew 3~ .\ '
Patna, Jahuary 22 i ’),lp\\

DRIVEN poiitic%{
realignments are far from settle
in Bihar, a state that has faced nine
elections in the past eleven years.
The Assembly election this year is
likely to throw up newer equations.
The success of the Janata Dal
experiment between 1989 and 1995

_as well as that of the BIP in 1999

had the cffect of pitch forking new
caste equations centerstage while
marginalising others even as they
created new ruling elites among
the successful combines. While the
1950 JTD backward tformation
spearheaded by the Rajputs mun-
aged to politically empower the
Yadava and the Luv-Kush castes,
the party’s failure to prove equali-
ty among its lead castes led to
splits, creating Samata and JD-U.

The reasons tor the split in the
social justice base of the JD main-
ly revolved around the lack of
upportunities at political empow-
erment. A parallel development
was the emergence of the oppor-
tunistic BPP n 1994 to articufate
ambitions of the Rajput caste,
which despite being entrenched
within the ruling combine, had
been rendered faceless. However,
if the rebellion begun by the BPP
was quickly isolated due to its own
actions and lack of support among
politically dispossessed castes, the
creation of the Samata Party could
be successiul only after 1996 when
it presented an intermediary anti-
Laloo core, which could also rep-
resent choiceless and equally mar-
ginalised forwards.

The Samata Party was compre-
hensively heaten in the 1995
Assembly elections when its vote
base, the Kurmis, assessed it as
potentially weak and chose to
stand largely with Laloo, On the

uther hand, if the JD.could egister

BIP had won 39 seats, the
7, the CPI-ML 6. The
alone had won 25 and the
co-ordination with Laloo Had won
19. The eclipse of the STs] as rep-
resented by the JMM, campe when
it broke ranks in 1995,
The significant point sigee 1989
has been the changing socio-peliti-
cal profile of lead castes. From
select forward caste leadership in
1989 of the Congress to Yhdavs till
1995, the bulk of the backwards
who formed the majofity had
found no voice. The forwdrd castes
had exercised power till 1989 with
20 per cent vote share. The

Yadavs, with 15 per cent, had led |

the state on their behalf for the

hardly activate majorit
Thus, when Mr Ram Vifas shifted
stance after the Samata had
brought in the intermexi
bank, the BIP finally supceeded in
duplicating the Congr

base since Independefce minus

Muslims to maintain p

However, the situation in the
year 2000 has caughbt|the social
bases in a flux mainly because the
choice still remains betyween Laloo
and the BIP. If the JD-U were to
lead the formation wit] Ram Vilas
Paswan as the potentia] leader, the
split  of  Dalit-Mugdlim  votes
between the RID, the NDA and
the Left could be engineered 1o
drift to the middle segment. It fur-
ther underscores the| point that
politically ignored support custes
are never stable partngrs.

FHE HINDUSTAN TIMES
23 JAN 200



/Daht drop-ou

nkc\\ more 1n .

Kerala SChOOJ

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Jan. 25. — A recent
lishes that the dropout percentage of Dalit students

are more in the high-literacy state of Kerala, in cq

those of less literate north Indian states.
Seventy-three per cent of the school-going c¢hildren
10th standard in Kerala, but the percentage of SC/
among them is just between 45 to 55.
The study by researchers of the Kochin-based Cen
economic and Environmental Studies show that Dali
Bihar, Rajasthan, UP, Himachal and North-easters
form better than their counterparts in Kerala.
The research undertaken by Dr KK George and Dr
assume a great deal of importance because of the on
over the economic reservation for deprived clagses iy
employment and the recently enforced creamy layer 1
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|

study estab-
from schools
i parison to

reach till the
ST students

re for Socio-
kL students in
h states per-

N Ajitkumar
coing debate
government

NOTTI.

The study shows that the average of SC/ST students to reach

10th standard is much lower than that of the state 4
plicable in the state where the major share of the bu
sistently gone for aided school education,

There had been a great deal of work by missiong
groups and other NGOs.

Only 50 per cent among those who reach the 10th §
out, going by the SSLC results over the past four ¢
also, the Dalits’ share is very low.

The commercialisation of schools, elite control of
catering to the richer segments, the government’

effectively intervene in hundreds of state-run sch
minimum facilities and the organised struggles of

community which is concerned only with their caus
be the reasons behind this trend.

The study points out that from the huge fund m

for the education sector, 95 per cenl is used fi
teaching staff and less than 5 per cent is spent on
ments.

The state, the study advises, has to revert to the p
tion when the sector of school education was consid

verage, inex-

figet had con-

ries, interest

tandard pass

lecades. Here

hetter schools
5 inability to
ropls without -
the teaching |
ps are seen to

ade available |
r paying the
apital invest-

re-1975 situa-
ered as a pri-

ority area, not in commercial terms, but in terms
investment in human resources development.
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