Lessons of Victory
” Guard Against the Mistakes of 1971
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HE 1971 war against Pakistan

and liberation of Bangladesh
admittedly constitute a great mili-
tary victory. A new nation,was
helped to emerge against the oppo-
sition of the US and China. India
braved the disapproval of even 100
members of the UN General As-
sembly in continuing the war and
bringing it to a victorious end at
Dacca with the surrender of the
93,000 strong Pakistan Army. The
two-nation theory got buried and
the myth of one Pakistani being
equal to a multiple number of Indi-
ans was exploded.

A victorious war has as many
lessons to teach as a stalemate like
that of 1965 and a debacle like 1962.
The Times of India has put on Inter-
net the official history of the 1971
war as it did earlier the 1965 war.
The circumstances in which India
won the victory of 1971 are unique
and unlikely to be repeated. After
the crisis broke out on March 25,
1971 the country had nine months
to prepare, could top up its war ma-
terial requirements with supplies
from the Soviet Union and by the
time the war broke out Pakistan
was isolated in international public
opinion though not in the eyes of
the governments of China and the
US. No doubt that isolation was
partly due to the Indian govern-
ment’s astute diplomacy. Yet, the
fact remains that India was caught
unprepared on March 25, 1971
when the Pakistani Army un-
leashed its genocidal violence on
the Bangladeshi population. The
successful conclusion of war should
not make us overlook the colossal
intelligence assessment failure that
preceded the Bangladesh adven-
ture by the Pakistani Army.

Chapter XIX of the history titled
Review and Reflections records,
“the crackdown in East Bengal on
25th March 1971, came as a com-
plete surprise to India. No plans ex-
isted to meet the situation develop-
ing in the East. Nor did any military
danger loom there in the first few
weeks after the crackdown.” Chap-
ter II of the history talks of a mili-
tary build-up in the then East Pak-
istan from February 28 when the
troops arrived by a Boeing aircraft
flying all around the Indian
Peninsula. It records that these
troops should have moved out
of their cantonments before
February 13,1971. The continuous
build-up took place in the first
three weeks of March.

Many observers in India had

| -been predicting from early Decem-
. ber'18%) when the elections gave a
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majority of national assembly seats
to Mujibur Rehman that Bhutto
and the generals would not hand
over power to him. Then came the
IAC aircraft being hijacked to La-
hore in January 1971 and being
burnt down in the presence of
Bhutto. It was quite obvious to dis-
cerning observers that Pakistan was
moving towards a crisis. At that
time, India was going through an
election. In the first week of March,
Indira Gandhi returned to power
with a comfortable majority.

The question that needs to be
asked is why the crisis in East Pak-
istan was not anticipated and some
two or three divisions moved to the
border. In fact, General Yahya
Khan justified his troop build-up in
February-March by alleging a total-
ly false Indian troop movement.
How was it that the massive mili-
tary build-up via Sri Lanka, then
ruled by Sirimavo Bandaranaike
who was considered a great friend
of India, did not lead to an intelli-
gence assessment and warning to
the government? Often the nature

" & Avictorious war like the one
in 1971 has as many lessons
to teach as a debacle

» The history of 1971 reveals
colossal intefligence
assessment failure in
the beginning

« Asimilar failure preceded
the Kargil conflict

and full extent of intelligence as-
sessment failure and absence of
pro-active preparatory action are
attributed to this country’s preoc-
cupation with the elections. Did our
leaders assume that our adversaries
would be considerate enough not to
create a crisis because of our preoc-
cupation with exercising our demo-
cratic rights?.

This history brings out that the
extent of the refugee efflux conse-
quent on Pakistan’s ethnic cleans-
ing policy was underestimated. I
can recall how I was ticked off by
South Block mandarins for predict-
ing eight-ten million refugees in an
article in early May. The account
sums up its conclusions on the intel-
ligence aspect. “Commanders at
various levels have testified to the
handicap imposed on them by in-
correct or inadequate intelligence.
Predictive analysis by an intelli-
gence apparatus could have en-
abled the government to anticipate
the momentous events of

WL

March/April 1971 and to be pre-
pared fqr them. Pakistan’s 7 in-
fantry diyision was never reliably
located ahd came to be called ‘the
ghost division’ because it was re-
ported from so many different lo-
calities. Its known existence and un-
known location tied down all the
Indian commanders from the Kash-
mir valley to Rajasthan, as each felt
compelled to take into account the
possibility of the ‘ghost’ division
striking in his sector. Even the 1 ar-
moured division of Pakistan was
not reliably located till the second
week of December 1971.”

The history has gone to record a
finding which came to be repeated
in the Kargil Review Committee
report. “Intelligence agencies natu-
rally tend to play safe by forward-
ing to the user all reports received
and the Indian agencies acted ac-
cordingly in 1971. This only con-
fused the users. Passing on the in-
formation without careful evalua-
tion was unfortunate. The multiplic-
ity of intelligence agencies working
in the field without any centralised
control resulted in unhealthy rival-
ry and waste of effort.” The Kargil
report said, “The present structure
and process in intelligence gather-
ing and reporting lead to an over-
load of background and uncon-
firmed information and inade-
quately assessed intelligence which
requires to be further pursued.”

Since the 1971 war was a victory,
there was no enquiry into the intel-
ligence reporting and intelligence
assessment failures. The Kargil war
has been followed up and an intelli-
gence task force has submitted its
report to a group of four ministers
who are entrusted with the task of
revamping the national security
framework. While that is an im-
provement over the 1971 situation,
the country is yet to get over the ba-
sic malady in management of na-
tional security — the indifference
of our political class and its inability
to engage in long-range assess-
ments and pro-active planning.
That is evident in the failure to con-
vene the National Security Council
and the inability of our politicians
to devote a little time at periodic in-
tervals to listen to intelligence
assessments and deliberate on
the long-term implications of
developments affecting our securi-
ty. The failures of intelligence
assessments and the insensitivity
of the political leadership to
them have cost this country
dearly in the last five decades of
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our independence. That is the
lesson of the 1971 victory. // [
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~Guard shot at in \V
" Navy chief's house

By Our Staff Reporter \@}\

NEW DELHI, DEC. 1. A naval com-
mando was shot at by an armed
intruder at the official residence
of the Navy Chief, Admiral Sushil
Kumar, in the high-security Rajaji
Marg area in the wee hours of Fri-
day.

Commando Satvir Singh was on
patrol duty inside the sprawling
“Naval House”’, when he spotted
a man in blue jacket walking
around stealthily.

Singh shouted out and asked
the man to stop and identify him-
self. The time was around 0050
hours. The intruder whipped out
a revolver and fired at him. The
first shot missed aim and the sec-
ond hit him in the left thigh. He
recovered and fired back at the
fleeing figure who, however, es-
caped. Commander Singh is un-
dergoing treatment in hospital.

The commotion awoke Admiral
Sushil Kumar and his wife, Vinita,
and the others. Minutes earlier,
Commando Singh had asked his
colleague, Commando Vinod
Naik, also on patrol! duty, to wake
up the others slated for the next
shift.

A metre-long wire and parts of
a detonator fuse, “Cordex” kept
in a polythene bag were found on
the grass, a little away from where
the firing took place. As many as

o~

21 empty bulle} shells were reco-
vered later bud the shell of the

Singh’s thigh colld not be traced.

The Naval House is located less
than one km from the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
residence. Other VIPs including
the Army Chief and the former
Prime Minister, Mr. V.P. Singh, al-
so reside on the same street.

Commando Singh was rushed
to the Navy Hospital and subse-
quently shifted to Army Base Hos-
pital at Delhi Cantonment, where
he is being treated under heavy
security. His condition had stabil-
ised by evening.

Soon after the incident, senior
police officials rushed to the spot,
accompanied by personnel from
Delhi police’s crime branch, the
bomb disposal squad and the dog
squad. Members from intelli-
gence agencies also reached the
house soon after.

Sources said police personnel
were not allowed immediate en-
try into the Naval House. They
had to wait for a few hours before
finally being allowed in early in
the morning. A case was lodged at
the Tughlaq Road police station.

Senior police officers were
tightlipped about the incident.

Doubts remain: Page 13
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICES

NEW DELHI, Dec. 1. — An alert
guard foiled an attempt to break into
the Chief of Naval Staff's house on
" Rajaji Marg early today. But the
armed intruder escaped after injuring
the ccommando on duty.
The incident occurred some distance
! away from the main building where
! Admuiral Sushil Kumar and his wife
| were sleeping.
| Thee Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
| Vajpayee, spoke to the Admiral later
' in the day and expressed his relief at
' hig safety. The defence, minister, Mr
George Fernandes visited Navy House
- andi expressed concern over the
i secwurity lapse.
The crime branch of Delhi Police is
. comnducting a probe into the security
. laprse. A massive manhunt is on to nab
' thes intruder. The Navy has ordered a
 Court of Inquiry. Forensic experts are

J

A

N
at work and secukity has been stepped
up in the area.

An electric wire\ and cordex (used
with explosives) ' wrapped in a
polythene bag was found in the
garden. This suggests
incident was not an
burglary.

attempted

divulge details of the incident but
police said the intruder entered the
complex from the rear. He clipped the
wire fence that separates the staff
quarters from the main house.

The guard on duty, Satbir, heard
some noise and called out “kaun hai”
(who is there). The reply was a pistol
shot that hit the commando in the
thigh. Satbir too fired about 20 rounds
from his automatic weapon.

By then about a dozen other security
men had rushed to the spot — on
hearing gunfire — but the intruder
climbed over the boundary wall

that the :

ek
Naval officers were reluctant. o

s

and fled. The injured commando was shifted to the Army’s Base Hospital

break into Navy chie
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taken to the Navy clinic and later where his condition is stable.

S

f>s home,

The residence of the Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sushil Kumar — the scene of a break-in
ight. — The Statesman (Another report on page s,

guard hurt

Satbir told police that a little before
1 a.m. he asked his colleague on duty,
Vinod Naik, to wake up the two men
who were to take over their duties. He
was thus alone when he noticed the
intruder and challenged him.

Police suspect that the intruder may
be someone from the .Navy with
a personal grudge against Admiral
Kumar. It could also have been a
member of the Admiral’s personal
staff.

The method of entry suggests that
the intruder was familiar with the
plan of the Navy House — that there
is less security behind the building.
The intruder also seems to be aware of
the time when one batch of guards
take over from another.

But the possible involvement of
terrorists — from Kashmir or Sri
Lanka — has not yet been ruled out.
More so because of %\m‘xﬁ_omr\o
material found. \



*h'/Névy chief admits to receiving threat mail/

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Navy chief Admiral Sushil Kuma h3s
admitted that he has been receiving threats to his life
for the last one year. The navy chief was reacting {o
the attempted intrusion into his residence by an
runidentified armed man in the early hours of Friday.
-Although he declined to identify the source of
these threats, Admiral Kumar hinted that these could
‘have come from terrorist organisations, keeping in
. view the navy’s increased involvement in counter-
insurgency (CI) operations, especially in Kashmix(X- A
Describing it as “quite an incident”, he ruled o
| the exchange of fire in which his guard was injured as
“an inside job* or one resulting from an altercation
between his gijards. Replying to questions at a news
conference, he said the threats could be a fallout to
the Navy’s contribution to CI operations in “various
forms” and “various places”.
Earlier, assistant chief of naval staff (operations)

ar Admiral S. Bangara said the navy had been
involved in Operation Tasha (anti- LTTE patrolling
operations in the Palk Straits) while MARCOS
(marine commandos) have been carrying out CI
operations in the Kashmir Valley. In June, the MAR-
COS had killed the deputy chief of the pro-Pak Al
Badr terrorist group in the Valley. Both the MAR-
COS, Lt Varun Singh and salior V.S. Rawat, have
since been awarded a Shaurya Chakra each.

Informed sources said Admiral Kumar had been
regularly handing over the threatening letters to th&\
IB (Intelligence Bureau) for analysis and investige~_
tion. The unspecified number of threatening letters,
although specific in content, had been mostly anony-
mous. The admiral’s security has since been augment-
ed with more MARCOS.

Admiral Kumar, who is a boxing blue and an inter-
national class polo player, sought to play down the
intrusion incident at a meeting held with sgat lice
and intelligence officials on Friday. 4
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After ceasefire,

govt.

with militan

The Times of India News Service
SRINAGAR: The government is
reportedly planning to resume
* talks with militants in the first
week of January 2001. A senior
intelligence officer told The Times
of India that the stage was set for
the talks with local militants, with
the tacit blessing of the Pakistan
leadership.

The “supreme commander” of
Hizbul Mujahideen, Syed
Salahuddin,
who is at pres-

STIRRINGS OF PEACE

plans talks

A tg W

of talks after the go-ahehd by the
Pakistan rulers.

J&K chief minister Farooq
Abdullah, home ministry sources
said, has been apprised of the pro-
posal for talks put forward to the
APHC. Meanwhile, the home min-
ister and the defence minister have
reacted cautiously to Pakistan’s
announcement oOn  exercising
restraint along the Line of Control
(LoC) and indicated that talks
with the neigh-
bour could
begin only if it

in Pakistan, F° N .
fsmefpegtéz atrz) .@ Hizbul weighing options; chief Syed | stopped firing
arrive in 1 Salahuddin to arrive in J&K after from across the

. Srinagar by the Ramzan border and
i end of | ® APHC chairman flies into Delhi, stopped send-
Ramzan, sparks speculation Ing I tg_TTOUStS
The Hizbul | @ No talks til Pak folds up militant | ™2 1012
ranks indicated training camps: Fernandes ?Slkced rilf ehg
on  Saturday ' ' welcome
that the cease. ® Hurriyat, Hizbul welcome Pakoffer § p,xistan’s

! fire offer has
| “neither been rejected nor accept-
: ed” The Hizbul leadership in
. Pakistan, the sources said, was
actively considering to accept the
ceasefire call. A Hizbul spokesman
said the outfit was “weighing vari-
ous options” before taking a final
decision on the ceasefire.

Most of the All-Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) leaders, who
are now gathered in New Delhi to
give a final shape to their offer and
acceptance by the end of the cur-
rent month, said they were inclined
to end the bloodshed in Kashmir.

APHC "chairman Abdul Gani
Bhat flew in amid speculations
that an unofficial intermediary of
the government would be explor-

* ing with the Hurriyat prospects of
a political ‘dialogue. He reportedly
met defence minister George
Fernandes in New Delhi to formu-
late the means for the resumption

announcement,
Mr Fernandes said: “Who would
not welcome a move of that
nature,” and added, “When they
say restraint, what exactly do they
mean?”. Asked if there was a pos-
sibility of extending India’s unilat-
eral ceasefire beyond Ramzan, Mr
Fernandes said, “It depends on
what happens.” However, Mr
Fernandes pointed out, negotia-
tions would be possible only if
Pakistan stopped firing from
across the border and folded up all
its militant camps.

Meanwhile, militants indiscrimi-
nately fired on a passenger bus
bound for Jammu near Qazigund
on the national highway, 100 km
from Srinagar on Sunday morning,
Two girl passengers were injured
in the shootout. Also, eight pedes-
trians were injured in Muslim Peer
market in Sopore in north
Kashmir when militants lobbed a

~grenade in the market on Sunday.
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Pak-ends
Q Q ur Political Bureau Qy':/

NEW DELHI 4 DECEMBER  /
PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Monday said
Islamabad’s offer of de-escala-
tion of tension at the Line of
Control (LoC) was not “substan-
tive.” He, however, said his gov-
ernment could extend the cease-
fire beyond Ramzan if there
were tangible signs of a reduc-
tion in infiltration and cessation
of hostilities.

“Islamabad’s
response has
been good, but not
substantive,” the
Prime Minister
told  reporters
here on Monday.

Sources in the
government said
this formulation
will form the
basis of India’s
formal response
to the Pakistani
ceasefire. This is
expected to be
announced by the
external affairs
minjster, Mr Jaswant Singh, in
Parliament on Tuesday. The
Centre is confident that this
position will be appreciated by
western capitals, which have
welcomed the Vajpayee offer.

Government managers here
said though the number of mili-
tant strikes: in Jammu and
Kashmir have reduced, the
Centre was not in a position to
call the developments as a “posi-
tive response from Islamabad.”
They made it clear that a dialogue
with Pakistan was possible only
after a marked improvement in

Vajpayee: Same tane

sefire if
&stilities

e ground situation.

For Pakistan, these condi-
tions will be tough to meet. It will
mean an admission that Pakistan
was aiding infiltration of terror-
ists to India and its involvement
in the violence in Jammu and
Kashmir. i

On their part, militants oper- :
ating from Pakistan have ruled |
out stopping activities in the val- -
ley. “There is no point in asking
Pakistan to stop the Mujahideen
from crossing the
border,”  Salim
Hashmi, a
spokesman for the
rebel group, told
reporters in
Islamabad.
“Kashmiris don’t
recognise the Line
of Control.
Nobody can stop
us from going to
Kashmir,” he said.

Pakistan this
time upgraded its
offer with their
foreign secretary
Inamul Haq say-
ing that the two countries should
hold separate talks with the
Hurriyat during the month of
Ramzan before working towards
a tripartite dialogue afterwards.

The Pakistani official said
his country would like to begin
the negotiations later this
month, when the Muslim holy
month of Ramzan ends.

Pakistan also cautiously wel-
comed Mr Vajpayee’s offer to
extend a ceasefire in disputed
Kashmir beyond one month, but
called for a “pwrposeful dia-
logue” to settle the dispute.

Ve
7
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]/ﬁefoms in India’s security hierarchy are mired in sha]lol/tvx/f/ontroversy

A questlon of intelligence
\\VERUESHD JAYAL

t is a blow to national security that

just when farreaching institution-

al and structural reforms are in

the making, a needless controver-

sy should come to the fore. The
issue takes on an intriguing turn when
one considers that individuals dragged
into the controversy are people who
have made a significant contribution to
enhancing national security in all its
complex dimensions and are poised to-
wards eliminating many ills that contin-
ue to plague the nation’s security man-
agement system.

The controversy relates to the post of
principal secretary to the prime minis-
ter and the national security advisor
being held by the same individual, con-
trary to the recommendations of the
Kargil review panel. The media has
speculated on a supposed clash of per-
sonal interests between the principal
secretary to the prime minister, wanting
to retain this all-powerful portfolio, and
the convener of the national security ad-
visory board, desirous of displacing
him. An institutional, technical and ad-
ministrative issue of vital importance to
national security has thus been reduced
by fertile minds to a soap opera of per-
sonalities and ambitions.

As a follow up of the Kargil review
panel recommendations, the govern-
ment had formed a group of ministers
under the home minister to suggest re-
medial measures. The GOM, in turn,
had constituted four task forces — cover-
ing intelligence, border*management,
internal security and manaZement of
defence — to make recommendations.
Presently, the GOM is in the process of
deliberating on the reports of these four
task forces and it has been reported that
their recommendations are expected to
be put up to the cabinet by the end of this
month. It appears more than a coinci-

‘dence, therefore, that a controversy

dragging important players should sur-
face at this critical juncture.

o ill-informed and hollow is this at-

S tempted debate that no commenta-
tor, except the individuals them-
selves, has highlighted that what the
Kargil review panel recommended and
what the principal secretary to the
prime minister said in a television inter-
view implies the same. Namely, that in-
stitutionally the post of the NSA re-
quires a full time appointee although in
the interim period of transition, the ex-
isting arrangement is to the larger good.
The logic underlying this is that the very
exercise of bringing about institutional
and structural changes in the higher se-
curity organization needs individuals
*hat have an understanding of the com-
wulsions of change and ones who hold
nsitions from where such change can
‘pushed despite age-old systemic resis-

vauthor is a retired air marshal
e Indian air force

tance. Those, like this writer, who have
long advocated restructurlng, are con-
vineed that if it is to succeed at all, this
can bx}ly happen with a committed and
detetmined prime minister’s office.
Other - traditional administrative av-
enues in the past have patently been un-
succeséful precisely because of what the
>

Kargil reviéw panel terms as vested in-
terests in the status quo. Why is it that
India continués to retain archaic nation-
al security ingitutions when in all devel-
oped democra»ies models responsive to
modern securiy needs have been intro-
duced decades ¢go?

Thereby hangs atale. A tale of ana-
tion striving to achieve greatness, but
hampered by a mlndset where individu-
als take precedejce over institutions
and where those atémpting to usher in
much needed chajge are drowned in
shallow controversns. Much of this con-
fusion could be avoided if the national
ethos places instituions over individu-
als. But judging by tlis avoidable contro-
versy, we still have ajong way to go.

long awaited formaton of a national se-
curity council was announced and later
formalized in early 1399, the joint intelli-
gence committee staff was designated as
the secretariat for the NSC and renamed
as the NSC secretaxt. At the time, na-

tional security obsgvers not only criti-
cized this arrangement, but also high-

lighted its adverse impact on the work-
ing of the JIC .It was argued that reorga-
nization for enhancement of national se-
curity was being implemented by dilut-
ing the institution of the JIC and conse-
quently its vital intelligence assessment
role. It needed no soothsayer to predict
that this would become our security

‘ n |nst|tut|ona| |ssu
of vital importance to i
national security is benig
reducpd to a soap opel‘a
of personalltles , i

Achilles’ heel. Kargil merely proved the
p01nt Had, at the timé, this monumental
stltutlonal weakness been giveén even
fraction of the exposure that the cur-
rent controversy has generated, perhaps
wiser counsels would have prevalled
Debate on national security issues
has two elements. One relates to institu-
tions and the other to individuals hold-

.ingkey institutional posts. It isthe irony

of the national security scene that while
the former evokes little interest possibly
because of its technical import, the lat-
ter is newsy and will merit many colum-
ns and television discussions. Such pri-
orities could pass off as amusing were it
not for the serious repercussions they
have on the nation’s security, if not its
very survival in its new.nuclear avatar.

This brings us to the other vital insti-
tution in the security hierarchy. That of
an integrated joint defence staff. The
need for the creation of a combined de-
fence staff secretariat headed by a chief
of defence staff has, for long, been felt
and indeed strongly debated. Every con-
ceivable professional argument sup-
ports this concept, which is why all mod-
ern democracies follow this model in
their higher security organization. Yet
in India, the debate degenerates from in-
stitutional priorities to parochial indi-
vidual service perceptions or indeed
down to specific personalities.

epending on which elevated gov-
D ernmental chair one sits on, the

adverse logic can run from one
extreme to the other. The bureaucracy
cautions the political masters, albeit dis-
creetly, that the CDS will become a super
chief, too powertful to keep under check
— a fear that the political leadership, ill-
versed with the professional ethos, and
the apolitical nature of our armed forces
readily swallow. The army, by its very
predominant size and perpetual involve-
ment in anti-insurgency and other oper-
ations, advocates that the CDS can only
be one who dons olive green uniform.
The navy and air force, frightened by
this onslaught, have, in the past, fiercely

_opposed the concept itself, fearing that

once the concept is accepted the army

“argument will prevail.

+ In all this hype, the essence of the in-
stitution itself has been lost. It is the in-
stitution of the CDS secretariat, com-
prising of staff from all the three ser-
vices, where joint planning and concep-
tualizing will be done from the lower
staff level to the next upper rung and
then to the top echelons. Our armed
forces have acquitted themselves cred-
itably in every joint operation. The insti-
tution of the CDS secretariat will exploit
this same cooperative talent of the field
within the combined secretariat.

One finds it hard to imagine that a
joint defence staff secretariat consisting
of multi-layered ranks and a mixture of
olive green, white and blue uniforms
will succumb to any parochial or person-
al prejudices based on the colour of ei-
ther their uniform or indeed that of
their superiors. It is this lack of willing-
ness to understand and appreciate this
vital facet of the institution of CDS, and
confusing it with the appointment of the
CDS, that has denied the nation the ben-
efit of this inescapable institutional re-
organization. We lost some five hundred
military lives in Kargil for the concept to
be resurrected once again.

tioned were replaced by a healthy de-
bate on the merits or demerits of the
various institutional changes proposed
by the Kargil review panel and currently
under review by the GOM, then debates

on national security will deservedly be
elevated to a higher plane.

If the futile controversy earlier men-

—t




Lt S tlme for the nat10nal security apparatus set up Mo years ago to evolve a new work-ethic

Securlty alert

By J.N. Dxit

.f\/\o
% . \\/

HE ANNUAL Field Marshal Cariappa
Memorial Lectury organised by the
Army Headquarter$ this year was deliv-
ered by the Convenor of the National
Security Advisory Board, K. Subrahmanyam. His
lecture was a review of the national security appa-
ratus set up by the BJP-led Government in 1998.

Subrahmanyam’s critical evaluation has
generated a public debate about the functioning
of the institutional arrangements for national
security. The media have tended to deduce his in-
depth analysis as an imagined personal controversy
between him and National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra.

Subrahmanyam’s view is that the position of the
National Security Advisor should be separated
from that of the Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. Mishra holding both the posts, argues
Subrahmanyam, is not functionally efficient. The
debate generated from the Cariappa Memorial
Lecture provides an opportunity to review the
working of the National Security Council (NSC)
and relates to institutional arrangements which
were put in place by the Vajpayee Government in
the second half of 1998.

These arrangements were made after the experi-
ment of establishing an NSC by the V.P. Singh
Government in 1990. The previous NSC consisted
of an apex body (the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs and Defence) with an advisory
body of concerned secretaries of the Government
of India and service chiefs with a Joint Intelligence
Committee (JIC) ofi the Government functioning
as its Secretariat. The Chairman of the JIC was
designated as the Secretary of the NSC — a post
held by M.K. Narayanan, former director of the
Intelligence Bureau of India.

Those arrangements did not become fully opera-
tional because neither the V.P. Singh nor the
Chandra Shekhar Government showed any interest
in making the NSC an active instrument of the
Government. The succeeding Government of
Narasimha Rao tried to revive the institutional
arrangements but the effort floundered on the rock
of turf-battles between bureaucrats, the intelli-
gence establishment and the headquarters of the
armed forces. Neither the Deve Gowda nor the
Gujral Government had sufficient cohesion to
take structured and purposive decisions so as to
make institutional arrangements for national secu-
rity planning or even for strengthening institutions

that existed on paper from 1990.
It is in this context that the NDA manifesto in
1998 stated the clear intention of creating formal
institutions for the management of national securi-
ty. The committee or task force was set up under
former Defence Minister K.C. Pant to make rec-
ommendations for this purpose. This committee
submitted its recommendations by the summer of
1998. These recommendations were not accepted
in entirety, but a three-tier national security appa-
ratus was established by the Vajpayee Government
inlate 1998. This consisted of the NSC, was chaired
by the Prime Minister, with the Defence Minister,
Home Minister, Foreign Minister, Finance
Minister and the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission as members.

A strategic policy group of 16 ex-
officio members was to assist the
NSC, which included the concerned
secretaries of Government from the
Home, External Affairs, Defence
and Finance Ministries, the three
Service Chiefs, the chiefs of the main
intelligence organisations, and the
chiefs of the atomic energy and
space establishments. The JIC was

converted as the secretariat of the Dual role: Brajesh Mishra

NSC with its chief designated as
secretary to the council.

A National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) of
28 members was constituted. This consisted of
academicians, journalists and former Government
servants. The NSAB also had former chiefs of
the three armed forces.

The most important functionary at the opera-
tional level was thc National Security Advisor
through whom relevant information and policy
options were filtered for final decisions by the
Cabinet Committce. The Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, Brajesh Mishra, was given
the additional charge of this post — a situation
which still continues.

The newly created NSC was to undertake a
strategic review of India’s immediate and long-
term security concerns and make recommenda-
tions regarding India’s nliclear and missile weapon-
isation programmes. What actually happened,
however, was that the Prime Minister decided to

conduct nuclear tests in May 1998, and ordered
missile tests of various categories, before any of the
institutions constituting the national security appa-
ratus met or deliberated on these issues.

The Cabinet members constituting the NSC,
tHe members of the Strategic Policy Group
and the NSAB got the information about these

- decisions only after they were implemented.

Only the National Security Advisor was privy
to these decisions.

The NSAB, however, was tasked to prepare two
sets of recommendations, The first, to suggest a
‘Nuclear Doctrine’ for India, and second to pre-
pare a strategic review of national secufity covering
all aspects of India’s security concerns. Both these
documents were prepared and have
been submitted to the Government
more than a year ago. The
Government has yet to finalise the
Nuclear Doctrine which is supposed
to be done after the NSAB’s docu-
ment on the subject is discussed in
Parliament. The strategic review has
not yet been submitted to Parliament
or debated in public.

As far as the Kargil conflict goes,
the Prime Minister presided over a
joint meeting of the NSC, the
Strategic Policy Group and the NSAB. On June 7,
1999, there was a general discussion on Pakistan’s
motivations and the manner in which India should
respond at this meeting. The Prime Minister
directed that a sub-committee of the NSAB, con-
sisting of about seven or eight out of its 28 mem-
bers, should meet to consider the Kargil situation
as it develops and advise the Government. This
sub-committee met between June and September
almost twice a week and some of its suggestions
were transmuted into Government decisions.

A review committee on the Kargil conflict was
established on parallel lines by the Government.
This was an autonomous committee having no
links with the NSAB or the Strategic Policy Group.

The authoritative and recommendatory report of
this committee was referred to four task forces by
the Government for further recommendations.
These task forces — dealing with steps like border
management, defence, internal security — did not

have anything to do with the existing national
security institutional arrangements. Their recom-
mendations are now under study by a Cabinet
sub-committee.

There is confusion in terms of functioning as
an institutional identity between the Cabinet
Committee on National Security and the NSC at
the Cabinet level. The ministerial membership of
both the bodies is more or less the same.

Also, the Strategic Policy Group has seldom met to
deal with critical situations as a formal institution.
Nor has this group institutionally interacted with the
Cabinet Committee on a regular basis. There is also
no regular institutional consultations between the
Strategic Policy Group and the NSAB.

The NSAB is not the nodal advisory group on
national security as one would have thought after
the Government entrusted this responsibility to
various committees and task forces. Though there
is some validity in separating the post of National
Security Advisor and Principal Secretary to the
Prlme Minister, at this stage, this dual role is nec-
essary and advisable, given the administrative cul-
ture of the Government. The service chiefs and
senior bureaucrats would not act through the
National Security Advisor if a new post were creat-
ed without formal and statutory authority being
given to this post. s

The post has to be held by somebody who has the
trust and confidence of the Prime Minister and
who has recognised authority in Government cir-
cles. Brajesh Mishra holding the post reflects polit-
ical practicality and functional requirements. But
there is a need to expand and recast the NSC sec-
retariat. Its staff should consist of experts specialis-
ing in the multi-faceted dimensions of national
security. This is not the case now.

Two years have gone by since the present initia-
tive was taken to institutionalise national security
management. It is still going through an experi-
mental and evolutionary process.

Three points need attention. First, the political
leadership has to create national consensus on
national security objectives in the widest sense.
Second, the constituent entities of the national
security apparatus should be institutionally
strengthened.

And finally, consultations between the different
entities constituting the national security apparatus
should be regular and subject to institutional
stipulations.
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/ Navy’s"
shootou v

story si

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

i New Delhi, Dec. 7: The navy’s
I claim of a break-in and a subse-

quent shootout in Admiral Sushil
Kumar’s residence lay in tatters
with the naval establishment
today saying that the marine
commando, who was allegedly
shot at by the intruder. had tried
to commit suicide.

The navy had earlier said that
the commando, Satbir Singh, re-
turned around three dozen
rounds of fire at the intruder who
shot him in his right thigh after
being challenged on the night of
December 1. The intruder, ac-
cording to the navy, managed to
escape.

Delhi police have a different
story. A report, to be submitted to
the home ministry shortly, says
no one broke into 12 Rajaji Marg,
the navy chief’s official resi-
dence, and that the alleged
shootout was the result of a row
between two commandos. Satbir
is believed to have shot himself in
an effort to implicate a colleague.

Caught on the wrong foot after
putting out the intruder theory,
the navy today said that Satbir
had claimed in his statement
before the court of inquiry that
he had tried to commit suicide as
he was “suffering from severe de*
pression” caused by family prob-
lems. ’ i
| This leads to queries on who
cooked up the story on the so-
called intruder having left behind
wires and cordex (material to
trigger an explosion) in the navy
chief’s house.

Delhi police crime branch of-
ficers, who questioned Satbir
twice, said the commando had an
altercation with a colleague. An
enraged Satbir shot himself in
the thigh. In order to deflect the
police’s line of inquiry, the other
guards fired 35 ro to suggest
that Satbir had tri€d to shoot the
intruder.
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“ Mational security is a systematic exercise; notjust co
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ntainment of crises

he national securXy council

and its working hag been in

the news of late. The United

Services Institute of India re-

cently held a national securi-

ty seminar to examine the way security

has been managed since the NSC was

created. The NSC and its functioning

came in for trenchant criticism at the

seminar. The NSC had been created with

some fanfare in 1998 by the Bharatiya

Janata Party-led government. Has it

served the natioh’s security interests
well? . '

The first thing to remember is that

the NSC was an attempt by the govern-

ment to duck the issue of keeping the

promises made in its election manifesto.

Tt was also an exercise in fudging the

. issue of security grandiosely mentioned

in the National Democratic Alliance’s
agenda. The government had promised
to establish an NSC which was to pre-
pare a strategic,defence review. Based on
the review, the government was to deter-
mine whether India should become a nu-
clear weapons state.

In the event, the government did a
Houdini and conducted the tests first. It
then constituted a committee to makere-
commendations on the manner in which

the NSC should be organized. The com- * |

mittee, headed by K.C. Pant and with
Jaswant Singh as one of its members,
made some sound recommendations.
But the government could not find the
courage to accept the recommendations.
It therefore resurrected the NSC which

- had been created by the V.P. Singh min-

Ny

- istry and had clearly failed to deliver.

How has the NSC performed? Perfor-
mance and the guality of ontput from
any organization depend on the drgani-
zational structure, decision processes
and the people who run the organiza-
tion. The NSC comprises three tiers at
the cabinet, secretaries to the govern-
ment and security experts levels. At the
cabinet level it includes the cabinet com-
mittee for national security. Its members
are the prime minister, and ministers of
home, foreign affairs and finance. Other
ministers are coopted, depending on the
need for their expertise.

At the secretaries level, the strategic
planning group includes the secretaries
of all important ministries and their
number goes up to double digits. As for
the experts level, there is the national se-
curity advisory board. This also has a
double digit size and its members are
drawn from many disciplines. The link
between the three levels is provided by
the national security advisor: This im-

‘portant assignment has so far been han-

died by the principal secretary to the

prime minister. -

vague and amorphous. There isa

vast security apparatus outside
the NSC system consisting of the de-
fence services, the intelligence agencies,
the police and paramilitary. They func-
tion under their respective ministries
and any coordination amongst them

The processes used by the NSC are

The author is director, Delhi Policy
Group and former director-general,
military operations

.

V.R. RAGHAVAN

takes place more by accident than de-
sign and more for crisis management
than on a regular basis. The cabinet or
its subgroup, the CCNS, thus gets securi-
ty inputs from different directions —
from ministries, agencies and the NSC
apparatus. ’
The multi-agency and multiple level
inputs create a plethora of intelligence
estimates, threat evaluations, and policy
formulations on national security. There
is no single window advice or policy rec-
ommendation available to the CCNS, or
even to the prime minister. Thus they

are bombarded by divergent and uncoor-
dinated inputs.
There need be no surprise, therefore,
{hat after every crisis there is confirma-
tion that information was available on
the event, which was either disregarded
or overlooked. Kargil, Kandahar, the
near debacle of the Sri Lanka army in -
Jaffna this year or the massacres in
Jammu and Kashmir after the previous
ceasefire are instances of the security
apparatus being caught offguard. The

+ greation of the NSC is not going to im-

prove the state of affairs.
The NSC is therefore an overrated or-

'ganization. Its impressive title — taken

from the United States model — does lit-
tle to instil confidence in the public
mind. It does even less to convince
India’s adversaries to fear its security
system. Critics have pointed out that the
much vaunted NSAB is no more than a
peripheral group. Its advice is not taken -
by the government as was evidenced in
the case of the nuclear doctrine.

The NSAB wrote a nuclear doctrine
at the behest of the CCNS. On its publi-.
cation its limitations were highlighted
in and outside the country. The govern-
ment, instead of standing by its NSAB,
has gone silent on the status of the re-

port. It has 1€t the country which has
nuclear weapQs without a nuclear doc-
trine. The NS\B is supposed to have
written a stratigic defence review. The
government is:ither afraid to have it
published or, wrse, is unable to get its
ministries to exorse the review. The
convener of the ISAB has publicly criti-
cized the functioling of the NSC and the
role of the nation\l security advisor. The
government has rither issued a rejoin-
der nor asked quetions on the propriety
of the NSC beingmblicly critiqued by
one of itskey officals.

: i
‘ Kargil and Kandahar
are instances of the,
security apparatus bé%g
caught offguard , i

i
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There were doubts cast on the verici-
ty of the data the nuclear scientists 3b-
tairgd from the thermonuclear test of
1998 These doubts were expressedld
and outside India by highly regarded
entists. The NSC would have been the a
propriate forum where such doubs
could have been laid to rest. The govets
ment, by choosing to remain quiet, hgs
added to nuclear uncertainties. It cho

' four task forces to examine the security .

issues raised by the Kargil inquiry. Th
NSAB would have been the better choice
to undertake the tasks. These examples
show that the NSAB is viewed by the
government as a marginal set up. L
The special protection group has not
fared any better than the NSAB. Iis
meetings are attended more by junior of-
ficials than the secretaries themselves.
The secretaries themselves can at best

¥

«“Where the NSC has failed

the time nor the inclination to go into
long term security issues. Most secre-
taries are in any case generalists and
their selection to the office has often
been questioned on grounds of insuffi-
cient expertise. Their contribution as
members of the SPG has been minimal
by all accounts.

he CCNS is primarily key minis-
I ters struggling to keep up with the
burden of running their depart-
ments. None of them have a security per-
spective other than what is given to
them. In the absence of a secretariat for
the NSC they are in no position to obtain
a CCNS required security assessment.
They are also swamped by the mass of
multi-agency and multi-departmental
inputs. Currently the secretarial sup-
port is being obtained for the NSAB
through the joint intelligence commit-
tee. This arrangement does not do jus-
tice either to the role of the JIC or the
needs of the NSC.
At the seminar organized by the Unit-

- ed Services Institute in New Delhi the

major criticism was about the lack of re-
sults obtained through the NSC. It was
noted that the NSC does not meet regu-
larly. It was felt that the CCNS has little
time for the detailed examination of na-
tional security issues. The overload of
the NSC apparatus, by the bottleneck at
the prime minister’s office where the na-
tional security advisor becomes the fun-
nel through which all recommendations
must pass, was also noted.

The response of the NSAB, the mem-
bers of which were present in strength
at the seminar, was interesting. The ad-
ditional secretary in the NSC gave out
the number of times the NSABmet inits
first and second years. He also indicated
how often the subcommittees of the
NSAB met. He did not deem it fit to men-
tion what the numerous meetings pro-
duced. As everyone knew, there was lit-
tle of lasting significant which the
NSAB or the NSC had produced. No one
out of politeness told the gentleman that
national security is more than the sum
of meaningless meetings.

The most serious shortcoming of the
NSC has been the lack of concern for se-
curity issues in the cabinet itself-There
is general agreement amongst analysts
that the cabinet and its CCNS do not
have the discipline of regular structured
national security briefings or meetings.
These are held when convenient, de-
pending on the availability of the CCNS
membersgfrom their political preoccupa-
tions. It would not be an exaggeration to
state that national security is considered
as an intrusion in the more immediate
and profitable activity of political
management.

ntil the cabinet (read the top po-
litical leadership) accords the
time and priority to national se-

curity that is necessary, the NSC in its
current or improved form is unlikely to

“ be able to do worthwhile work. In other

words, unless the political leadership
adopts the discipline of managing natio-
nal security as a major activity to be con-
tinued on a regular and systematic ba-
sis, national security will remain no mo-

look at current issues and have neither = thana crisis management exercise,




Lon&road after ceasefire

o2 !

NDIA’S DECLARATION of a ceasefire
in Jammu & Kashmir has, not unex-
pectedly, generated a range of re-
sponses. On the military level, it has
apparently brought some respite to the
population of the State. It has provided a
breather to the militant groups from the
pressures of security forces chasing them.
The major impact of the ceasefire is to be
seen at the political level where each week
brings forth new developments of consid-
erable potential for peace and stability. If
the potential being created for peace is to
be fulfilled, an understanding of future
possibilities is necessary. It is therefore all
the more important that the ceasefire js
seen as a means, and not an end in itself.
The Indian Government’s ceasefire ini-
tiative had evoked a positive international
reaction. That forced Pakistan to make a
constructive response. After absorbing the
unexpected surprise, Pakistan has come
forward with a promise to demonstrate
maximum restraint on the Line of Control.
Its senior officials have followed up the
promise of military restraint with a politi-
cal clearance for the All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) to join negotiations
with the Indian Government. These steps
are indicative of the way Pakistan views its
role in the final outcome of the Kashmir
issue. It has indicated two things by these
initiatives. It intends to use the APHC to
speak for Pakistan’s locus in future nego-
tiations, until the latter itself joins such
talks at some indeterminate stage. This is
important for Pakistan since there few
signs of a tripartite negotiations coming
through soon. This also elevates the APHC
to a special status in the negotiations hith-
erto not quite warranted by its political
strength in Jammu & Kashmir. The APHC,
from being unsure of how to handle the
negotiations with New Delhi, has been
anointed a major player on the table. On
the other hand, the Hizbul Mujahidin
which has played a major role in the mil-
itancy over the years, is apparently being
sidelined. There is a message in it for other
militant groups, about their allegiance to
Pakistan’s interests.
Second, the response from Pakistan in-
dicates its unwillingness to stop armed
militant activity. It has not asked the Hiz-

bul Mujahideer or the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and other ygpxs to abide by the ceasefire.

By V. R. Raghavan

Those wanting talks (on Kashmir) must be prepared
to indicate where they wish to reach through
the negotiations route.

Pakistan quite clearly views the trans-bor-
der terrorist activity as a meaningful in-
strument in influencing the peace process,
or, to abort it if needed. The conditional
response from Pakistan can be better un-
derstood if one heeds the views being ex-
pressed in the Pakistani media. India’s
ceasefire is described as an admission of
the failure of its policy to “‘crush the up-
rising”’. The ceasefire and the offer of talks
are seen as means to engage the Kashmiri
leadership while keeping Pakistan out. In-
dian initiatives are also viewed to be de-
signed to create differences between the
mujahideen, Kashmiris and the Govern-
ment of Pakistan. There are comparisons
made between Pakistan’s role in Kashmir,
and its being reduced to the status of Mr.
Yasser Arafat as the leader of a local au-
thority!

It is obwious that the political fallout of
New Delhi’s ceasefire initiative has been
meaningful. It has triggered a wide range
of responses from major nations, from Pa-
kistan, and the militant groups supported
by it. Some militant groups have expressed
unhappiness at Pakistan’s decision to dis-
play maximum restraint on the LoC. The
ceasefire and the possibility of negotia-
tions are indicating the inherent contra-
dictions in the agendas of those who have
had to react to the ceasefire condition.
Such contradictions are not being made
any easier to resolve by the Indian offer to
extend the ceasefire, if Pakistan ends
trans-border terrorist activity. Above all,
the jockeying for positions on the negotiat-
ing table has begun. It may well turn out to
be an unseemly spectacle, with Pakistan
trying to keep some of the horses in its
stable from bolting, and preventing others
straining at the reins from upsetting the
applecart.

There are some other deyelopments
which can have an impact oy the success
or failure of the negotiationg/ as and when
they start. The first is possibility of
change of opinion in Paldstan itself. Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf fiad met Mirwaiz

Omar Farooq at the recently-held meeting
of the Organisation of Islamic Conference
(OIC). He is reported to have indicated
that the U.N. resolutions on Jammu &
Kashmir, and particularly the one about a
plebiscite, are no longer practicable. This
report has not been denied by Islamabad.
If this is indeed a reflection of thinking in
Pakistan's ruling establishment, it is a
pragmatic position of considerable impor-
tance. When juxtaposed against the Indign
position of greater autonomy to Jammu &
Kashmir in a future negotiated arrange-
ment, the position offers real hope for con-
structive possibilities. It would also mean
that Pakistan would need to do much
more than to ensure the success of nego-
tiations. It will need to offer matching con-
stitutional rights to the portions of
Kashmir under its occupation.

The second development of some signif-
icance is the formation of an Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy in Pakistan. It
brings together most non-religious parties

a»f Pakistan, including the Pakistan Muslim
League (Sharif) and the Pakistan People's
Party. The Alliance has made known its
demands. It rejects the military Govern-
ment’s devolittion plan, and has sought a
timeframe for holding general elections
under a neutral caretaker government.
The low credibility of the PML and the PPP
notwithstanding, their coming together in
the Nasrullah Khan-led Alliance is likely to
generate a new political dynamic in Pakis-
tan. The military Government’s actions on
Kashmir are more than likely to become
the subject of political criticism.

General Musharraf’s Government has

lived out one of its three judicially sanc- -

tioned years of tenure. The General says he
is determined to hold elections on time.
There are also elections to be held in Jam-
mu & Kashmir in 2001-2002. The conjunc-
tion of electoral compulsions offer
interesting possibilities in structuring the
negotiations, on which all eyes are fo-
cussed. The APHC has so far chosen not to
participate in the electoral process. It
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would have enough pressures to take a po-
sition on the subject even as negotiations
are continued. If Pakistan can bring itself
to ask the APHC to negotiate with New
Delhi, it can also ask it prove its credibility
in a fair and free elections to the State
Sssembly. In fact the APHC’s negotiating
position would be strengthened by partici-
pating in elections, just as its credibility
would be dented by keeping away from
them. It would be interesting to watch Pa-
kistan’s and the APHC'’s response on this.

The negotiations will gain greater legiti-
macy by the Kashmiri people being truly
represented in it. Who is to represent the
Kashmiri people is a moot point. Who
would represent the militant groups, the
people of Ladakh, Jammu and other mi-

“horities at the negotiations? What position
would the elected Assembly and the Gov-
ernment in Srinagar have in the negotia-
tions? What issues are to be negotiated is
another major issue which would need
clarifying and some understanding before
long. Are negotiations conditional upon
New Delhi reducing the security forces?
This cannot happen without a demon-
strated capacity on Pakistan’s part to order
a cessation of hostilities from militant
groups who have not accepted the cease-
fire so far. Pakistan’s capacity on this
count remains suspect, as seen from the
reactions to its offer of restra.at on the
LoC.

There is a long journey beyond the cea-
sefire. It is on an uncharted road and in
uncertain company. The destination is al-
so not clearly spelt out. That does not
mean that talks and negotiations cannot
start. It does, however, require that those
wanting talks and negotiations be pre-
pared to indicate, where they wish to reach
through the negotiations route. It is better
to know the destination and then work out
the routes to it, instead of the other way
around. The time to make such positions
clear is imminent. Once negotiations start,
it would be best to refrain from a public
discussion of its every nuance. Talks and
negotiations cannot be made a platform
for posturing and scoring debating pointr
In the meanwhile, every move of the G¢
ernments in India and Pakistan will br
amined closely to know if they, as n-
weapons states, seek peace or cor
conflict.



Jay Reina
New Délhi, December 18 (

HE ONGOING Ramzan ceasefire in

Jammu and Kashmir is likely to be

extended by the Centre. While the

- timing and the duration of the extension are

yet to be finalised, in all probability its

announcement will coincide with the Id fes-
tival later this month.

Top Government sources said the
announcement, to be made by the Prime
Minister, would be another gesture by the
Centre towards Kashmiris.

At .a meetin&uconvened by the Prime
Minister here thi

discussions covered the whole gamut of the
Kashmir peace initiative, including the posi-
tive response from the people in the Valley
as also the international community. . -~

Besides the heads of intelligence agencies,
the meeting was attended by the Ministers of
Home, Defence, External Affairs and
Finance.

Sources said despite the desperate
attempts by some anti-peace elements to
vitiate the atmosphere, there was a percepti-
ble change for the better in the ground situ-
ation. "There has been an appreciable fall in
incidents of shelling and infiltration," a sen-
ior NDA functionary remarked.

Regarding the prospects of talks with the
Hurriyat Conference, the sources said the
Government had already spelt out its resolve

morning, Mr Vajpayee's .
senior colleagues in the Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) are understood to have.
backed the extension proposal. The informal

to enter into negotiations with all those who
shun the gun. "There are no pre-set formula-
tions except for entering into a dialogue with
the people of the State who have been the
worst-sufferers because of the decade-long
violence," the sources said.

Going by the signals from this morning's
meeting, it is apparent that the Centre is
loath to rush into talks before creating a con-
ducive atmosphere for such delicate negoti-
ations.

The Government wants to evolve a broad
consensus among major national parties and
also among State-centric political groups
before initiating formal talks with the
Kashmiri leaders.

-In ‘other; words, the Centre is averse to

“placing all the eggs in one basket.

As for the prospects of bilateral talks with
‘Pakistan, the Government is keeping a close

-watch on the situation along the line of con-

trol (LoC) and the international border. It
expects the decrease in military activities to
be followed by a significant cessation of hos-
tilities.

However, the sources asserted that India
would not entertain any kind of trilateral
talks on Kashmir.

Meanwhile, in yet another setback to
Islamabad's design to push in foreign merce-
naries into Jammu and Kashmir, JKLF chief
Amanullah Khan on Monday said that the
involvement of non-Kashmiri elements like
the Lashkar-e-Toiba, Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad in the Valley
was "very dangerous” for the Kashmiris as
well as Pakistan, adds PTI from Islamabad

Majeed Dar
arrives in Delhi

Arun Joshi
Jammu, December 18

ABDUL MAJEED Dar, Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen Chief Commander
(Operations), has reached New
Delhi in preparation for his pro-
posed visit to Saudi Arabia.

He is to hold crucial talks in
Saudi Arabia with Hizb supreme
commander Syed Salaha-ud-Din
over the peace process in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Dar has been joined by his wife,
who reached the national capital
by a flight from Pakistan.
However, what may delay their
departure from Delhi is their
receiving visas.

Majeed Dar, who enjoys the sup-
port of the Hizb cadres in
Kashmir, has been maintaining a
low profile ever since the militant
outfit unilaterally withdrew its
ceasefire barely a fortnight after it
was announced on July 24.

Sources said that Ghulam
Mohammad Bhat, who heads the
Jamait-i-Islami unit in Kashmir, is
to fly to Saudi Arabia to meet
Jamait leaders from PoK.
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A, Akash, 'I:giglﬁ facing slippages: Report
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THE country’s prestigious
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) pro-
gramme as well as the projesttoin-
duct air defence missiles Akash
and Trishul are facing more slip-
pages triggering a threat of “tech-
nological obsolescence” in the
combat capabilities of the air force,
according to a report tabled in Par-
liament today.

The Defence Ministry has con-
veyed to the Parliamentary stand-
ing committee on Defence that the
LCA could be operational only af-
ter 2012 and that there would be
“considerable delay” in the
planned induction timeframe of
the Akash and Trishul missiles to

which the e has expressed
its “unhappipess,” as per the com-
mittee’s ninth report tabled in the
House on Monday.

Pulling up the Government for
being “remiss” in strengthening
the-dir force, the panel says it had
been informed that technological
obsolescence was not only affect-
ing fighter aircraft, but also air de-
fence radars and missiles.

“‘Almost Rs 3,000 crore have
been invested in the LCA and the
committee tend to agree with the
assessment of the IAF that it may
not be inducted before 2015 mean-
ing it would have taken 32 years
before the LCA would be in-
ducted,” the committee observed,
while asking the Government to
view the situation seriously and

conduct a performance audit of momentum by speeding up induc-
the project. tion of upgraded SU-30 fighters as
On induction of force multipli-  well as their assembly in India and
ers like AWACS and Flight Refu-  acquisition of more Mirage-2000-
elling Aircraft (FRA), the commit- 5 jet aircraft to offset the delay in
tee has been informed that these ~ LCA programme.
acquisitions were taking time as The government was also go-
IAF was faced with a situation of  ing ahead with mid-life upgrada-
no single vendor in the absence of  tion of other IAF aircraft like the
US firms not bidding. various versions of MiGS includ-
Major reductionsin defence al-  ing MiG-29, MiG-27, MiG-23 and
location during the last decade  Mig21 aswell as deep penetration

have thrown the modernisation of
the air force out of gear and now
the IAF top brass has placed be-
fore the Government the estimate
or resources for the required mod-
ernisation plan, the ministry in-
formed the committee.

The Ministry has also said that
the Government had stepped up

Jaguars, light transport Antonov
aircraft and by purchasing more
Mi-17 Helicopters, the committee
was informed.

The committee has asked the
Government to accord top priority
to the modernisation drive of the
air force and provide adequate re-
sources to the force. -
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‘EXPLORATORY STE@S’ FOR DIALOGUE PLANNED

Vajpayee extends ceasefire
*in J&K till Republic Day

By Narish Khare

NEW DELHI, DEC. 20. The Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today
announced the Government’s de-
cision to extend the current cea-
sefire in Jammu and Kashmir,
beyond the Ramadhan, for a
month, till the Republic Day,
2001. He announced his Govern-
ment’s decision to “initiate such
exploratory steps as are consid-
ered necessary” for a “composite
dialogue process’” with Pakistan.

In a statement, made in the two
Houses of Parliament, he noted
that the Government would re-
view the position after January 26
next year. However, before the
statement was made, the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha had read-
ily agreed to forgo its right to seek
clarifications from the Govern-
ment. In fact, the Congress chief
whip, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, de-
clared, “we want to give a clear
message that we are all united on
the need to bring peace to Kash-

ir.” Mr. Vajpayee explained the
considerations that went into ex-
tending the “no initiation of com-
bat operations” period. Admitting
“our continuing concerns’ over
certain aspects, he observed that
“the constituency for peace (in
the troubled State) has expanded
significantly”” since the November
19 ceasefire announcement. The
Prime Minister noted, with satis-
faction, that the citizens, political
parties, and other organisations
had welcomed the ceasefire, and
that “a distinctly different and a
more optimistic mood now pre-
vails in that State.”

According to Mr. Vajpayee, de-
spite the fact that organisations
such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Harkat-ul- Mujahideen con-
tinue  to play their terroristic
games, there “has been a decline
in incidents of terrorist violence
in that State.” He promised un-
compromising fight against chal-
lenges from these and other
organisations.

Without assigning Pakistan ei-
ther blame or praise, the Prime
Minister observed that ‘‘there has

been a recognisable decline, too,
in attempts at cross-Line of Con-
trol and cross- International Bor-
der infiltration of terrorists.” But,
this, he noted “must cease en-

tirely é Yv OLL ,L,\,\,Jl;

Nonetheless the Prime Minis-
ter indirectly acknowledged Pa-
kistan’s restraint by noting that
“along the Line of Control, we
have witnessed a marked im-
provement in incidents of ex-
change of fire. Relative peace has
prevailed all along the Line of

ment of 19 November, barring
some incidents in the early
stages.” Since the Rajya Sabha
cheerfully waved away its privi-
lege of seeking clarifications, no

| Not against ceasefire,
says Farooq Page 13
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elaboratlons were avallable of the
nature of ‘“‘exploratory steps’’ the
Government considered neces-
sary towards resuming dialogue
with Pakistan. However, the
Prime Minister did note that ‘“‘the
existence of a suitable environ-

ment for such a process is self-
evidently necessary.” Also, he
added that the exploration would
be part of the larger framework of
the Shimla Agreement and the La-
hore Declaration.

-Militants warned

The Prime Minister’s statement
contains a warning to intractable
militant groups.

“Whereas we will

continue to exercise maximum

restraint in face of grave provoca-

tions, national interest will never

be compromised,”

Control, ever since my announce-

warned MI'./f
Vajpayee. ;

Pak. orders ‘partial pullout’ o

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 20. Within hours of India extending
the ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan an-

nounced ‘partial withdrawal’ of its troops on the.

Line of Control (LoC) and urged India to reciproc-
ate.

A brief military press statement characterised the
decision as ‘another bold initiative’ and a follow-up
to the policy of exercising maximum restraint along
the Line of Actual Contact and Line of Control.

“The move back has already commenced and the
troops have started moving to cantonments. How-
ever, necessary safeguards have been taken against
any possible Indian misadventure across the LoC
and to ensure protection of the local population.

“This action manifests Pakistan’s earnest and
genuine desire to de-escalate the situation in order
to facilitate the process of meaningful dialogue on
the issue. It is hoped that India would also reciproc-
ate in a similar manner and de-induct part of its
seven lakh-strong force deployed in Indian Occu-
pied Kashmir”,

Asked about the number of troops w1thdrawn, a
spokesman of the military told The Hindu that it
was “classified information. We cannot tell you the
numbers”. Earlier the announcement by the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, evoked a lukewarm-to-
hostile response from the Pakistan Government
and Pakistan-based militant organisations.

While the Foreign Office spokesman, Mr. Riaz
Mohammad Khan, preferred to wait to look at the
fine print of the announcement, the militant orga-
nisations said it would be a ‘meaningless exercise’
unless followed by concrete steps towards resolu-
tion of the Kashmir dispute.

Mr. Khan said it was too early for Islamabad to

i

react to the announcement
ed to be carefully considéfed. “We have to see this
statement because usually the Indian statements
have all kinds of conditionalities”, he said while
refraining from making any comment. A day after
the first ceasefire announcement by Mr. Vajpayee
on November 19, Pakistan’s reaction was that it was
no more than a tactical short-term offer to impose a
military solution to the Kashmir conflict.

However, over a week later Pakistan chose to re-
spond positively by its declaration to observe “max-
imum restraint” on the LoC and invited the
executive of the All-Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) to Islamabad for discussions.

Indications are that sooner than later Pakistan
would welcome the extension of the ceasefire and
reciprocate the gesture. Unlike India, which origi-
nally intended to cease operations during the Ra-
mazan period, Pakistan had not announced any
timeframe for ‘maximum restraint’.

Hizb, Laskhar sceptical

The Hizb-ul Mujahideen deemed the extension a
‘futile exercise’ unless India was prepared to follow
it up with concrete steps towards resolution of the
Kashmir problem.

The Lashkar-e-Taiba saw little meaning in the
extension and said that it was only meant to give
relief to the ‘weary and tired’ personnel of the
armed forces. The Lashkar spokesman, Mr. Yahya
Mujaheed, said his organisation would continue its
operations in Kashmir. The Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front Chairman, Mr. Amanullah Khan,
said his organisation was prepared to welcome the
extension ‘conditionally’ and would expect India to
initiate somepractical steps’ leading to resolution
of the Kashmir dispute.
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Lashkar raids
- Red Fort,
ns jom 3

P

STATESMAN NEWS SEIWICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22. — A
suspected Kashmiri suicide
squad tonight sneaked into the
symbol of Indian authority, the
Red Fort, and fired from
automatic weapons at Army
barracks, killing two armymen
and an unidentified civilian.

The Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiyaba has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack that was
obviously aimed at the current
peace process. The outfit told
new agencies it had taken over
the Red Fort and intended
blowing it up.

A police officer suggested it
was possible the militants
intended planting an explosive
“but started firing when they
thought they were cornered”.

Soon after the attack, police
and the Army began combing
the area within a kilometre of
the fort. The General-officer-
Commanding, Delhi Area,
- Major-General Vinod Bhanot,

was supervising the operations.

The militants seem to have
escaped by scaling the wall at
the back though the area had

' been surrounded by Army
" officers and jawans.

But there were suspicions
that one of the militants was
still in the fort. Police and
people  living in  the
neighbourhood said three shots

' were fifed inside the fort even
after the area had been sealed
! off,

! “It is a big fort and even
. though we are searching for
! them, I am sure they must

. have escaped. There is an
] inter-state bus terminus and a
| railway ~ station right next
] door,” an officer said.

He suspected that the

militants must have been
watching the area for a
weakness for days before they
struck.

“It was a well-planned
attack ” an Army officer said.
“They'cut the power connection
and there was no electricity for
an hour at the fort around the
time of the attack.

“The armyman who died later
had mumbled ‘there was a
sudden blackout and then
there was firing from all sides’,”
the officer said.

The militants first went to the
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ration store in the barracks and
shot dead a man. “People in the
area either did not hear the shot
or didn’t realise it was a shot.
There is too much confusion
right now to be certain,” the
officer said. The suicide squad
then apparently moved to the
Rajputana Rifles barracks.
There was a regimental party
of the Rajputana Rifles on
another side of the fort, but the
attackers didn’t go there.
Officers and soldiers who were
at the party reportedly reacted
to the firing and ‘surrounded

[ G

the barracks. There was a
shootout. A Rifles barber and
an armyman were among those
killed.

“There were two men and
they fired from at least three
places...they were running
around as they fired... No one
saw them, we have no
description but they had
automatic weapons — for there
were rapid bursts of gunfire,”
said the joint commissioner of
police, Northern Range, Mr
Ajay Chaddha. Other officers
later said there could have
been more militants.

Police officers were mnot
allowed to enter the fort for
about an hour. “We were told
that an Army operation was |
on,” a senior officer said.

Hours after the mc1dent
there were still different
versions of how the militants
entered the fort. Police said the
attackers made it from the
Chor Bazaar side behind the
fort, but Army officers on the
spot said they had come in from
the “railway crossing side”.

While the combing operations
were on, a resident of the area,
identifying himself as Santosh,
said that around 9.30 p.m., he |
had spotted three men |
“wearing long coats atop the |
wall on the Dilli Dwar gate of
the fort” — the rear gate.

“The wall is around 10 feet
high and they were trying to |
Jjump but I don’t know if they l
were trying to get in of out.” |

At Red Fort tonight, some |
uniformed Army - officers, who |
claimed they were from
Military Intelligence, said they -
weren’t ruling out the
possibility that the firing was a

result of a q l between two
units o?




By Qur S \cial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 23. Rolitical parties across the
spectrum have condemned Friday’s suicide
attack on Army personnel at the Red Fort and
have asked the Government to remain vigilant
and not to lower its guard.

The main Opposition party, Congress,
termed last night’s incident an “extremely se-
rious security lapse” and demanded that the
Government make a comprehensive state-
ment on the incident. The party also demand-
ed that the Home Minister and the Defence
Minister “‘institute an immediate enquiry and
ensure that such serious lapses do not occur'".

Raising questions about the security, in the
light of the reported threats by the Lashkar-e-
Taiba to strike in the capital, the party in a

T

statement wondered how armed militants
could enter such a high-security area, kill
three Army jawans and escape.

The BJP general secretary, Mr. Narendra
Modi, described the attack as a desperate at-
tempt on the part of the terrorists to remain in
the news after being repeatedly thwarted by
the Government. Mr. Modi said those wield-
ing the gun and trying to spread communal
hatred had been made to bite the dust by the
Prime Minister’s offer of the Ramzan cease-
fire. “So, out of frustration, they have resorted
to killing innocents.”

The Government, he said, would neither
waver from its path nor allow such elements
to “‘get away with their crimes”.

Condemning last nights incidents, the CPI
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I\);fn’t lower the guard, Govt. told

(M) politburo echoed the Congress’' views.
“That the militants could barge into such a
sensitive area catching the security forces un-
awares reflects a serious security lapse,” said a
party release.

The party also cautioned the Government
and the security forces against lowering their
guard under the influence of extending the
ceasefire in Kashmir. “The security and in-
telligence lapses during the Kargil war, for
which the country paid heavily, must not be
repeated.”

The TDP, an ally of the BJP, asked the Gov-
ernment to take the incident seriously. “It is a
serious security lapse especially in view of the




__._ —RED FORT ATTACK / ‘ATTEMPT TO SET THE CLOCK BACK’
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 23. In attacking the Re rt,
the Lashkar-e- Taiba has posted the
biggest challenge to the incipient peace
process in Kashmir. By targeting the Re
Fort — a proud symbol of independent
India — the Lashkar is seeking to
provoke reprisals, possibly in Kashmir,
highly-placed sources here said. In case
this happens, it will derail the ceasefire
which was extended for a month three
days ago. A resumption in fighting can
inevitably set the clock back in Kashmir.

Aware that its appreciation of the
existing threat has to be tempered with
discretion, the Army has decided to
respond in a calibrated manner.

/ The cantonment area in the capital,
vhere a number of officials obtaining Z-
category security either transit or reside
permanently, has been placed under high
alert.

Armed troops have been issued
ammunition and are in a state of
readiness. Similar orders have also been
issued around sensitive defence
installations.

Active patrolling in vehicles in these
areas has begun. “Quick-reaction teams”
have been activated. Comprising 10
vehicle-borne personnel, these teams can
reach a trouble spot in no time. Extra
precaution has also been taken to guard
the armouries in the cantonment.

Outside the cantonment, security has
been beefed up in a less visible manner.
Steps have been taken to improve the
communication between the personnel of
the Army. New communication sets are
being issued so that information about
possible attacks can be speedily passed.

est challenge to ceasefire

The Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, briefing mediapersons after

RS

visiting the Red Fort on Saturday following Friday’s suicide attack by
Lashkar-e-Taiba militants. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

Besides early warning, a careful study of
the geographical zones surrounding high-
value targets has been conducted. This
has been necessary to identify the escape
routes the militants might take and to
take suitable counter-measures.

Soon after last night’s attack, the Army
intercepted a message conveyed by the

Lashkar-e-Taiba in Kashmir and its
parent outfit, in which the Lashkar team
in Kashmir claimed that extensive
damage to the Red Fort had been caused.

While the militants had fired around 77
rounds, they had not exploded any
grenades within the fort, sources here
said.

0

In attacking the Red fort, the LeT —
which along with the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen was singled out in
Parliament by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, as being active in
Kashmir — has in one stroke attempted
to achieve several other
related military and political objectives.

Why the Red Fort?

Sources here pointed out that by
targeting the Red Fort, which has
traditionally been a scat of governance
and power, the LeT has hoped to
generate unease and a sense of
vulnerability among the national political
elite. :

Second, the attack in the high-security
zone is meant to demoralise the armed
forces and undermine its fighting
acumen. By attacking its bastion, the
Lashkar has attempted to convey that
major military establishments, including
those located in cantonments, could be
vulnerable.

Third, the Lashkar attack also contains
a message for Pakistan. The Pakistani
political establishment, sources say, has
already acknowledged that its hold over
the LeT and the HuM was waning.

In fact, the matter was raised by the
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
during a recent meeting of the Pakistani
Corps Commanders.

Reports have also been received that
the Pakistanis want Saudi Arabia to
exercise considerable influence to
restrain these groups.

The Lashkar attack is therefore seen
here as an act of defiance vis-a-vig
Islamabad as well as a move tgrally its
own cadres in Pakistan.




Red Fort raids It was over in 15 minutes

Vinay Menon
and Chetan Chauhan
New Delhi, December 23 Q/ A\

THE DARING raid by Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba militants on an Army
establishment inside the Red Fort
last night was as meticulously
planned as the escape, over the
Eastern wall of the medieval monu-
ment running along the Ring Road.
There is no trace of the assailants
yet.

Eyewitnesses have told investiga-
tors the strike, during which two sol-
diers and a civilian were killed, was
carried out by two youngsters, stout-
ly built and dressed in jackets and
jeans. And it's possible they are still
holed up somewhere in the city. An
AK series gun, possibly abandoned
by them, was found by the Ring
Road behind the Fort today.

" “The most significant part of the
incident is the meticulous planing
done by LeT (which had claimed
responsibility yesterday a few min-
utes after the attack). It is suspected
that it was carried out with the help
of some residents of the nearby
Yamuna Pushta slums,” a senior dis-
trict police official said. Some resi-
dents of that slum are being ques-
tioned.

The planning, sources said, start-
ed with smuggling arms into the
heavily guarded area under the
Army's control inside the Red Fort.
This, it was added, might have been
done a day or two before the strike.
Zomplicity of an insider is suspect-

1

But what would explain the
merity with which the assailants
-ut right through the middle of the
Sort and escaped. The two LeT mil-
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itants apparently entered through
the Lahore Gate, the most com-
monly used entrance to the monu-
ment.

“They were not possibly armed
then so they slipped in without
unnoticed,"a Dethi police official
said. The time of their entry is put
around 9:00 pm Friday. Once
inside, the militants strolled over to
the area under the Army jurisdic-
tion with, the investigators suspect,
the help of the insider who also
then handed them their weapons.
Then the shooting started. It was
over by 9:15 pm.

The police found pools of blood
at three places. "It seems the mili-
tants kept firing while running. The
last pool of blood is close to the
eastern wall of the Fort," an official
said.

A rope was found tied to a pillar
near that wall though officials were

s

not able to confirm whether it was
brought by the militants or existed
from before. ““It seems highly
unlikely that the militants jumped
from a height of 20 feet," official
said.It's possible, the investigators
said, they might have used a breach

in that wall near the Commanding
Officer’s, to get away. The breach
overlooks the site of Sunday
Bazaar.

"Having scampered the 20-foot
high wal% they crossed over to the
pavement near Vijay Ghat "

| LASHKAR-E-TAYYEBA, military wing of the religious or

| Badamibag. This is followed by another attack on the Rashtriya Rlﬂw‘
| headquarters in Khannabal, killing an officer and four jawans. .~

| inwhich nearly 150 securitymen have died.

The Terror Machine

tion,
Markaz-al-Dawa-ul-Irshad, based in Murirky in Paklstan is] eaded by
Prof. Hafiz Mohammad Sayeed.

® 1994: The Lashkar begins operations from Ktsh - in Doda dis-
trict. It puts up posters wammg people againgt aqu in elec-
tions.

® August 1999: The outfit’s fidayeen (suicide squads) storm the BSF
headquarters in Bandipore, killing five personnel, including & DIG.
® November 3, 1999: They gun down a Major and nine soldiers at

The Lashkar has carried out 42 suicide attacks in the past 16 months
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Eglrée to probe

joint Army and pohce 1nqu1ry will
look into security lapses that led
to militants storming the high se-
curity Red Fort complex last night
killing two soldiers and a civilian
security guard, an Army spokes-
person said here today.

He said the Army will also hold
a statutory court of inquiry head-
ed by a senior Army officer into
the armed raid on the battalion
headquarters of 7 Rajputana Ri-
fles. The probes were announced
after the Defence Minister, Mr.
George Fernandes, went round
the fort complex this afternoon.
Senior Army officers explained to
him the details and sequence of
events. Mr. Fernandes said two
inquiries — one an internal Army
inquiry and another jointly by Ar-
my and Delhi police — had been
ordered into the incident. — PTI

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar reports:

Apprehensive of another strike
by terrorists, the Dethi police to-
day sounded a ‘“‘red alert” in the
capital and conducted searches in
several guest houses all over the
city. An AK-series assault rifle and
a piece of paper containing some
telephone numbers were reco-
vered by police during combing
operations in-and around the fort.
Police sources said the main areas
targeted under the drive were
Central and North Delhi.

The Joint  Commissioner
(Northern Range), Mr. Ajay
Chaddha, said a meeting had
been held with senior Army gffi-

cers, and that the investigations

was being done by the Delhi po-
lice alone. The case, he said, has
now been handed over to the Op-
erations Cell of the Delhi police,
which would be assisted by the
North Delhi police as also the
Crime Branch. The officer said the
Delhi police were informed of the
shootout by the Army authorities
at 9-23 p.m. “We were given spe-
cific information by an officer
about the terrorists escaping from
the Ring Road side following a
shooting incident.”

Police have recovered a total of
40 empty bullet shells and two
empty magazines from the fort
complex. They also found a load-

ed magazine yu:h 28 live cartryalg-

es, which appeared to have

-accidentally fallen while the ter-

rorists were on the move.

The AK-series weapon, Mr.
Chaddha said, was recovered
from across the Ring Road at Vijay
Ghat — the Lal Bahadur Shastri
memorial — after some employ-
ees at the place pointed to its

- presence. ‘It appeared to have

been pushed in lengthwise near
the boundary wall.”

While a rope and a diary have
apparently been found by the in-
vestigating agency, the officer
said he would not like to com-
ment on the other recoveries.

PM unhappy
By Harish Khare

NEW DELM“DEC. 23. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-

¢

payee, is believed to have taken a
dim view of the Red Fort shootout
late last night.

In particular, there is all-round
disappointment that the militants
were allowed to get away, despite
the official claims that “the reac-
tion team of 7 Rajputana Rifle”
had engaged the intruders.

The Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, was summoned
to a meeting at the Prime Minis-
ter’s house this morning. Mr. Vaj-
payee wanted to hear for himself
the details of how the incident

took place at a site regarded as a’
- seat of national honour.

The Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani, and the National Se-
curity Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mis-
hra, were also present. The

Army personnel patrolling the Red Fo area oSaturday moming following the high
alert sounded after the Lashkar-e-Talba’s suicide attack. — Photo: M. Lakshman

militants’ escape for the attack
was deemed a “security lapse”.

"Holiday plans unchanged

However, notwithstanding the
dramatic nature of the incident,
the security establishment has
taken the whole affair rather
calmly. No sense of panic was vis-
ible. In fact, except for the De-
fence Minister’s briefing for the
Prime Minister, even the Cabinet
Committee on Security was not
called. Nor is there any change in
the Prime Minister's holiday
plans to spend a week, beginning
December 26, in Kerala.

Only the Union Home Secreta-
ry is understood to have presided
over a review committee, which
decided to put various sensitive
installations on high alert. The
Delhi Government has also been

>
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Red Fort attack”

asked to submit a report about

the Delhi police’s role in the in-
cident.

No word on LeT

For the record, there is no offi-
cial acknowledgement that it was
& Lashkar-e-Taiba team that was
involved in the attack. However,
it was left to Mr, Fernandes to
point a finger at the outfit. Talk-
ing to reporters, after visiting the
Red Fort this afternoon, the De-
fence Minister is reported to have
observed that it would seem that
Pakistan was not interested in the
peace process.

“We have clearly indicated to
Pakistan to rein in militant
groups such as the Lashkar-e-
Taiba and the Harkat-ul- Ansar so
that an atmosphere conducive for
talks was created, and now it
seems either Islamabad is not in-
terested or it does not have con-
trol over these fundamentalist
groups,”’ Mr. Fernandes said.

Later in the evening, the Home
Minister was less strident though
he also sought to put the onus on
Pakistan by suggesting that since
Pakistan was controlling these
groups, Islamabad could help the
peace process by putting the
brakes on such outfits. Mr. Ad-
vani chose to interpret the Red
Fort attack as an attempt to sabo-
tage the peace process.

Nonetheless, a sense of exas-
peration could be discerned
among the concerned officials
over the Army’s caginess over the,
incidents and its unwillingness to
share information with the Delhi
police and other agencies.

This organisational reflex was
evident, a few weeks ago, when
there was presumed to have been
a shootout at the Navy Chief’s of-
ficial residence.

Lashkar identifies
suicide squad
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 23, The Pakistan-
based militant organisation,
Lashkar- e-Taiba, today officially
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack at the Red Fort in New Delhi
late on Friday.

The Lashkar spokesman, Mr.
Yahya Mujahideen, told The

- Hindu over phone from Lahore

that two- militants from Kashmir,
Shabeer Ahmed and Syed Mo-
hammad Ali, had carried out the
attack.

“This is our first operation
against an Indian military instal-
lation inside India. We would
continue with such attacks till In-
dia decides to pull out its troops
out of the Kashmir region.”

In 1.0 minutes: Page 8



/&' YAV THE LCA STILL A DREAM? \(/

THE DEFENCE\ MINISTRY will certainly go
down in history for its announcement that the
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), which took its
place on the drawing-boards way back in late
1970s, is unlikely to become a reality and join
the squadrons of the Indian Air Force before
2012. When this happens, the LCA would have
set a record of an aircraft becoming a vintage
product at the very moment of its birth. It
would be difficult to find another instance of a
roject which, apart from the ridicule to which
t has already been exposed as a crucial defence
roject, has languished so long because of
wholly inexcusable neglect and on which a
huge expenditure should have been incurred.

It is even more shocking that the Ministry
has told the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Defence with seeming insensitivity that
apart from the LCA becoming operational only
after 2012, there would be considerable delay in
the induction of the Akash and Trishul missiles.
In view of the fact that the decision to go for the
production of the LCA was taken to heighten
the levels of aerial protection of the country
with an aircraft incorporating state-of-the-art
in fighter aircraft technology, the expectations
were that the LCA would become airborne not
later than 10 years, by the late 1980s or early
1990s. Instead, it still remains a dream, leaving
the country with a sense of frustration.

The Defence Ministry and the IAF do not
have to be told about the dangers of whittling
down the prospects of this being achieved with-
in a reasonable timeframe. While the country
waits for such a prestigious project like the LCA
holding out the promise of making India’s ae-
rial defences impregnable, delays would only
make the aircraft wholly devoid of any value
with the rest of the world, particularly an un-
friendly neighbour like Pakistan stealing a
march on the country by acquiring or produc-

ing far superior aircraft. Right at the beginning
when the LCA project was launched, there was
some anxiety about its becoming a reality well
in time because of the unhappy history of
HF-24 Marut, which should have been the
country’s first indigenously developed fighter
aircraft. The HF-24 project would not have
been a tragedy had the lessons it threw up
about the importance of building a sound re-
search and development base for production of
hi-tech aircraft been fully grasped. Had those in
charge of the LCA programme both in the De-
fence Ministry and the Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd. been fully aware of the enormity of the
tasks assigned to them, the progress would
have been much faster. There was enormous
enthusiasm in the HAL when the project was
cleared and assigned to it in the 1980s because
it was regarded as the first step towards entrust-
ing the HAL, which had for long been building
only foreign-designed aircraft, with the design-
ing and building of a wholly indigenous fighter
plane. The LCA programme was assigned a cru-
cial place in the Long-Term Re-equipment Plan
of the IAF. The Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation (DRDQO) set up the Aero-
nautical Development Agency (ADA) for going
ahead with the project by bringing the R & D
establishments and the design bureau of the
HAL under one umbrella.

The gloom now felt over the tardy progress
of the LCA is just another illustration of what
often happens to many ambitious projects in
India — of glittering visions fading away. But
matters relating to the LCA should not be al-
lowed to rest there and there should be a thor-
ough enquiry into why the programme has run
aground. The plane should become airborne
much faster and the country should not be
asked to wait for another decade for this to hap-
pen.
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NEW DELH3, DEC. 24. The Delhi po-
lice and the Army have not been
able to make a breakthrough in
the Red Fort case and remain
largely clueless about the identity
and the whereabouts of the two
militants who had siormed the
historic menument on Friday
night and gunned down three
persans.

Though the Pakistan-based
tashkar-e-Taiba has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack and
identified the persons involved as
Shabeer Ahmed and Syed Mo-
hammad Ali, police said they
were not reading too much into
this assertion. ‘Tt is a claim and
we are looking into it as well,” a
senijor officer said.

The special cell of the Delhi po-
lice, which had been handed over
the investigations yesterday, is
trying to establish if the two mil-
itants were still in the city. The
police wing which had conducted
raids at a num ber of guest houses
in Central and North Dethias also
at neighbouring Noida, today
concentrated on the recoveries

, made by it.

Apart from an AK-series assault

. Army, ac_w,@m

By Gaurav Vivek w7m~=wmw~./\/0\ymm which was feéu
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hidden ina
longitudinal positiok beneath the
fence of Vijay Ghay, the police
have also recovered some papers,
apparently left behind by the ter-
rorists. Sources said these papers
contain some telephone numbers
which may help in the investiga-
tions.

Police have also more or less
identified the entry and escape
points of the terrorists. While po-
lice suspect that the militants had
entered through the northern Sa-
lim Garh side of the fort, they are
quite certain that the escape was
made by jumping down the wall
from the eastern Ring Road side.
The recovery of a rope at a little
distance from the exit point is also
being investigated.

Across the Ring Road, police
conducted searches at the Yamu-
na Pushta jhuggi cluster. They
suspect that the culprits may have
entered the congested area after
hiding the AK-series weapon at
Vijay Ghat. *‘There is a possibility
that the terrorists hid in the Push-
ta area and hid the weapon in or-
der to prevent its detection.
Probably, they had taken it later
but it was spotted by some Vijay
Ghat employees,” said a senior

police officer. Suspecting that the
terrorists might strike again to
disrupt the Jammu and Kashmir
peace process, they continued to
maintain strong vigil near the Red
Fort. The grounds behind the fort
— from where the militants es-
caped — were today not cpen for
the historic Sunday Bazar.

The Dethi police suspects that
the terrorists and some of their
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associates may still be in the cap-
ital and might carry out bomb
blasts.

The Army has also deployed its
commandos at vantage points
along the boundary of the fort.
Alert at airports

PTI reports:

All the 15 airports in the eastern

mmw__\m_d_?m in the d

region, particularly the Netaji
Subash Chandra Bose interna-
tional airport in Calcutta, have
been alerted and all the agencies
working in the airports asked to
intensify "“all-out vigilance”, ac-
cording to a spokesperson of the
Bureau of the Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS} at the Calcutta airport.

Following directives from the
Union Home Ministry, a top-level
meeting reviewed the existing se-
curity arrangements at Calcutta
airport, the spokesperson said.

Bomb-like device
found in train
By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, DEC. 24. The wwbmw-
lore-Hubli Kittur Rani Chennam-
ma Express was stopped for one
hour near the Malleswaram Rail-
way Station here this evening af-
ter a bomb-like device was found

ark

in a toilet of a coach.

The device, which was cylindri-
cal in shape and had a wire con-
necting to a timer, was defused
and the train left for Hubli after a
thorough check by police.

The train had left the Bangalore
City Railway Station at about 8.30 -
p.m. A passenger who went to the
toilet found the device and he im-
mediately pulled the chain to stop
the train.

Senior police officers, including
the Commissioner of Police, Mr.
T. Madiyal, and the bomb squad
and sniffer dogs rushed to the
spot.

The device has been sent to the
Forensic Science Laboratory. A
team of police offigefsAs investi-
gating.

THE HINDU wishes
its readers a
MERRY CHRISTMAS




Talks

outfits

HT Correspondent & PTI
New Deihi, December 24
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HE PROSPECTS for a dia-
l logue on Kashmir have
brightened following Home
Minister L K Advani's veiled invi-
tation to Hizbul Mujahideen for
composite peace talks. Mr Advani
did not rule out a dialogue with
Pakistan after an "assessment” of
its behaviour during the extended
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir.

"That possibility is there," he

said, when asked about the
chances of the Centre starting a
dialogue with militant groups in
the state.

Mr Advani maintained that the
resumption of the dialogue with
Pakistan was contingent upon
Islamabad stopping the support to
cross-border terrorism in India.
Asked whether this ruled out talks
with Pakistan in the immediate
future, he said, "We don't say that".

In Islamabad, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar indicated in
an interview, that his country
would not insist on its involvement
in talks with India on the Kashmir
issue right in the initial stage. He
that the suggested Indian leader-
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Condition. canducne for

indo-Pabk talk-,

THE RASHTRIYA Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS) on Sunday declared that conditions
were conducive for an Indo-Pak dialogue to
resolve all contentious issues, including
Kashmir. RSS spokesperson M.G. Vaidya
indicated that the conversion of the Line of
Control (LoC) into the international border
could form basis for the dialogue between
the two countries.

» Ol

dvani

€.

F,()()

HTC, Jammu

ship first held talks with the
Hurriyat.

"India should invite the Hurriyat
leaders for a discussion that will be
preparatory to the Pakistan-India
dialogue”, an English language
magazine quoted him as saying.

Pakistan had earlier demanded
trilateral talks with India and the
Hurriyat leaders, an idea firxnly
rejected by India.

He termed as a "welcome half—
step”" the Indian government's
announcement of the Ramzan
ceasefire and said the "full step
would be to abandon the use of
force once and for all".

Sattar spoke about "a three-stage

framework" of talks. "First, stabilis-
ing the cease-fire at the LoC.
Secondly, a preparatory process
that involves the Hurriyat
Conference in a process of dia-
logue with Pakistan and India. The
third is a dialogue to find a solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem
acceptable to the people of
Kashmir".

However, in New Delhi, Advani
asserted that Islamabad has been
feeling the "pinch" of isolation. "If
it earnestly desires peace, there
should be evidence of it".

As for talks with Kashmiri
groups, Mr Advani said, "I would
like to emphasise that dialogue

AN

with our people in J & K would
naturally have to include all politi-
cal parties.

Reinforcing his argument for a
composite dialogue with Kashmiri
groups, Mr Advani sought to cau-
tion the Hurriyat Conference, the
multi-party conglomerate. "It must
realise this (the nature of talks at
various levels). They have been
issuing statements as if they are the
sole representatives of the people
of the state".

However, the Centre may find it
difficult to talk to Hurriyat along
the side of the other mainline
political formations in the state, on
a common agenda. The strains in
negotiations would be two-fold.

First, the contradictions within

the Hurriyat may not facilitate a
unified approach.Second, the hos-
tile posturing between National
Conference, Peoples’ Democratic
Party and the Left and the
Hurriyat may become a hurdle.
13 killed in J&K: THIRTEEN
PERSONS, including five counter-
insurgents, three militants and a
National Conference activist, were
killed and four others wounded in
separate militancy-related inci-
dents since Saturday evening.
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Amplications the attack on Red Fort
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C. Uday Bhaskar
New Delhi, December 24

HE TERRORIST attack at the Red Fort

I in Delhi on Friday has led to a pre-

dictable outcry of anxiety and outrage,

but this incident needs to be placed in context

for its deeper implications on the current peace

initiative in Kashmir and the larger bi-lateral
relationship with Pakistan.

At the outset, the nature of the attack needs
to be clarified, and the semantic over-kill cor-
rected. This was a sneak attack by a determined
terrorist group - the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
claimed responsibility within an hour of the
attack - and it was carried out against a rela-
tively soft and easily accessed target - the Red
Fort.

While there is no denying that an army unit
was involved and an investigation is under way
to examine the security lapses, this was a classic
case of urban terrorism. The terrorists chose a
highly symbolic target that allows unfettered
entry and exit to the public at large and were
able to achieve their primary objective - wide

publicity and media attention to their deeds
and an implicit challenge that they could strike
at will in the heart of the Indian capital.

No country in the world can ensure complete
and total protection against any form of
extreme urban terrorism, and while this in po
way exonerates security lapses, both the White
House in Washington DC and the Kremlin in
Moscow have in recent years been 'breached'.

But the rash of terrorist violence will only

News Analysis

increase in the coming weeks as the peace
process gathers momentum and the terrorist
groups try to deflect the same.

While the Red Fort incident is deplorable, it
can perhaps be used to test Pakistan's sincerity
and credibility as a responsible state in the mat-
ter of terrorism. Ever since terrorism - particu-
larly the jihadic variant - has caused global con-
cern, Islamabad has claimed from every forum
that it provides only moral support to the
Kashmir cause and does not support terrorism

MHE MINDUSTAN Mies
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per se. If that is the stand, India would have
every right to .expect the Musharraf regime to
first distance i tself from the LeT and then con-
demn this atte, ck.

Step two coruld be to urge Islamabad to deal
with the lead.zrship of the LeT appropriately
and use arm::d force if need be. And finally
India could also muster adequate international
support agair 1st such patterns of terrorism and
consider a m ilitary option targeted against the
LeT, in consiiltation with Islamabad.

In that si:nse the Red Fort incident could
serve to esta.'blish Pakistan's ability to deal with
religious exii remism which it has nurtured all
these years.

This is no't an attempt to hoist Islamabad on
its own pet.ard but to encourage both the
Musharraf 1: egime and Pakistani civil society to
begin the j:rocess of reviewing an ill-advised
Kashmir po) licy that has reared groups like the
LeT that ¢ywe allegiance to their own fanati-
cism.

The onser; of Eid is an appropriate moment
for such int rospection and the Red Fort attack
can be usec | to mutual benefit.
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SUICIDE-BOMBER DRIVES up 10 ¢ SaTe

-9 killed as militants trigger

car-bgmb ne

By Shujaat Bukharl

SRINAGAR, DEC. 25. In a devastating
car-bomb explosion outside the
highly-guarded 15 Corps head-
quarters here, at least nine per-
sons, including five Army soldiers,
were killed and 25 injured. A
shopping complex also caught
fire after the explosion and a
number of shops were gutted.

Police sources said a Maruti car
was left just outside the gate of
the headquarters by militants and
soon the bomb which was fitted
in the car was triggered by them.
The car was blown to pieces and
the Armymen, who were part of
the checking squad at the gate,
bore the brunt of the blast. The
troops panicked and opened fire.

A Defence spokesperson said
seven Armymen were wounded
and two civilians died. It was,
however, not known whether the
civilians died due to the blast or
the Army ﬁring

(Accordmg’t( PTI, the suicide-
bomber drové the car, bearing a
Delhi registration number and
stuffed with explosives, to the
headquarters of the 15 Corps at
about 2.20 p.m. and blew it up at
Batwara in front of the main gate.
Sources said the suicide-bomber,
who tried to storm the headquar-
ters, was stopped by military po-
lice personnel at the checkpoint
near the main gate. But ignoring
the signal, the bomber went
ahead and blew up.)

The nearby shopping complex
caught fire after the incident and
a number of shops were gutted. A
large number of people were pre-
sent in the market in front of the
15 Corps headquarters shopping
for Eid-ul-Fitr.

The entire area was sealed off
by the Army and the movement of
civilians curtailed. Senior police
officials reached the spot and the
remains of the damaged car were
being examined.  However,

medlapersons were not allo ed
into the area.

Two outfits own up

Two militant outfits claimed re-
sponsibility for the blast. A spo-
kesperson of the pro-Pakistan
Jamait-ul-Mujahideen called
newspaper offices here and said
since the “security forces have

not implemented the ceasefire
and are continuing with crack-
downs and search operations’”

g/r/Army HQ

ch an action was resorted to

Later, the Jaish-e-Mohammad,
too, owned up the attack. A spo-
kesperson said it was a Jaish sui-
cide-bomber, Abdullah Bai, of
Birmingham, England, who drove
the car and blasted it.

Peace process will
continue: Fernandes

The Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, said the car-bomb ex-

Locals gather near the site of the car-bomb attack
in Srinagar on Monday. — AP
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plosion was aimed at sabotaging
the ongoing peace process in the
State.

Mr. Fernandes, who was in Sri-
nagar on a brief visit, however,
said it would not have any effect
on the ceasefire. But the militants
responsible would not go scot-
free. The Minister denied that
there was any security lapse in-
volved in today’s blast.

On the recent attack at the Red
Fort, he said if Pakistan stopped
“cross-border terrorism’ these
incidents would not occur.

Though nothing was known
about the exact purpose of Mr.
Fernandes’s ‘Srinagar mission’,
he visited the Hindustan Machine
Tools factory at Shalteng and in-
teracted with the workers there.
He also met a group of children
sent by the Army on an all-India
tour.

The Minister reviewed the lat-
est situation with the officiating
Corps Commander, Maj.-Gen.
Basant Singh, at the airport. No
State Minister or senior official
was present at the airport either
to receive the Defence Minister or
to see him off.

Security lapse
in Red Fort: PM

NEW DELMI, DEC. 25. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today said there has been a
security lapse in the Red Fort
which was stormed by Kashmiri
militants on Friday and measures
were being taken to avoid recur-
rence of such events.

“There has been a security
lapse at the Red Fort and mea-
sures are being taken so that it is
not repeated, he told ANL

Asked whether the
would have any effect on the on-
going ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir, he was optimistic, say-
ing “'it won't”. — PTI

CPI(M) plea, Sena view: Page 13
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WHAT HAPPENED AT the Red Fort last week
and Monday’s car bomb blast near the Army
headquarters in Srinagar are only to be expected
at this juncture. The first anniversary of the hi-
jack of an Indian Airlines plane to Kandahar has
gone by and the ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir has been extended for a month by the Prime
Minister. The militants opposed to the ceasefire
and the proposed dialogue with Kashmiri
groups were bound to have their say at this
juncture. True, the Red Fort may not be the fort
it was under Shah Jehan. But it is still a symbol
of India’s power and continues to be the venue
of the annual Independence Day address by the
Prime Minister. Some of the army divisions are
housed in the area and top officers, including
those who have served recently in Kashmir, re-
side in the huge complex. It is also a bazaar and
tourist spot, all rolled into one. What remains
unclear still is whether the two militants, who
sneaked into the Red Fort last Friday and killed
three persons, including two soldiers, had a big-
ger agenda. Was their mission foiled by these
intruders on their path? Perhaps they could
have come with a bigger agenda to create panic
in the national capital. But their brazen entry
into the Red Fort and the gunning down of three
persons were a clear signal to the Centre and
meant a lapse in security as well as intelligence.

The Delhi police have claimed a breakthrough
in this case, with an encounter reported at Ja-
mianagar in South Delhi in the wee hours of
Tuesday. One Pakistan national has been killed
and another taken into custody, the authorities
declaring both of them members of the Lashkar-
e-Taiba. Following up on the weapons left be-
hind by the militants at Vijay Ghat, the police
raided a residence in Jamianagar, where these
two militants were holed up. It is not certain yet
whether they were the militants actually in-
volved in the storming of the Red Fort or were
only associates in the plot. Only a thorough-

a"Y A SECURITY ALERT y 4

going investigation can provide ihsights into
this daring operation. One thing is clear. The
security and intelligence agencies have not yet
learnt their lessons. Despite the Kargil affair and
the Subrahmanyam committee report, there is
just no coordination among the various agen-
cies. It is perhaps the worst in Delhi, where the
defence services function independently, the
Intelligence Bureau and the RAW have their own
show and the Delhi police watch helplessly until
they are called in to take up the investigation.
They could not enter the Navy Chief’s residence
or the Red Fort, until the Navy and the Army
took their time to conduct their own inquiry.

The car bomb explosion outside the highly-
guarded 15 Corps headquarters in Srinagar
comes barely eight months after an attack in the
same area. Two Pakistan-based militant outfits
have claimed responsibility for this explosion,
but it is still not clear whether there was a sui-
cide bomber in the car or whether it was blown
up with a remote-controlled device. Whatever
the impact or whoever caused it, the message is
the same — a bid to defeat the ceasefire and
abort the nascent peace process. If the Centre
remains committed to pursuing peace, it must
ignore these attempts and focus on strength-
ening both security and intelligence. Protecting
monuments and symbols of India’s power like
the Red Fort must figure high on the Govern-
ment’s priority. It is equally important to shore
up security in all defence installations and head-
quarters. There are bound to be more challeng-
es to the peace initiative. The Republic Day is
round the corner. It may not be possible to
thwart every militant attempt, but it is about
time that the revamp of the security and in-
telligence agencies was taken up seriously by
the Centre. The Group of Ministers, reviewing
the Subrahmanyam committee report, must de-
cide quickly and get into the action mode.

THE HINDU
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 26. — Delhi
Police killed a Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba militant early today
and arrested another last night
in Delhi, both suspected to be
involved in the Red Fort attack.
i Ashfaq Ahmed (28) and his
' wife were arrested from
! Ghazipur last evening. His
- accomplice Abu Shamal, who
killed the armymen in the Red
, Fort, was shot dead by the
j pohce in Okhla, South Delhi.
i Four other militants, involved
in the Red Fort shoot-out, have
fled the Capital, but are
believed to be in the country.
- Four days after two Lashkar
militants stormed the Red Fort
and gunned down two
armymen and one civilian, the
police claimed success with the
arrest of Ashfaq Ahmed.

At a press conference this
evening, the Special Commi-
ssioner of Police (admini-
stration), Mr RK Sharma, said
Ahmed, a Pakis-tani and a
Lashkar militant, had received
enough funds to carry out his
activities.

He married an Indian woman,
Rehmana, a resident of
Ghazipur, on 8 December.

Mr Sharma said Ahmed, who

was running a computer
training centre in Okhla, was
an  “experienced Lashkar

militant sent by the ISI to Delhi
in May 2000.”

The police said Ahmed had
arranged for the other five to

flac

2B 1) W
stay at dlﬁ'erent places in Okhla.
A raid was conducted at the
Batla House, Okhla, where Abu
Shamal was holed up. The
terrorist, in his early twenties,
was gunned down after he ﬁred

- PMO secunty ;
stepped up {

l NEW DELHI, Dec. 26.
Delhi Police has stepped up

| security at the ane 1
‘Minister'’s office after the |
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba’s reported ‘
threat of targeting the PMO. |
The Special Commissioner of | |
Police (security & operations), {
Mr RS Gupta, said today: “It is |
not a recent threat and we[
have taken effective steps. We
have increased vigil through-
out the city and have people’s
security in mind as well.” In f
December 1999, Hafiz Sayeed, |
a Lashkar militant, had said
the i
would be unfurled in the Red
Fort. — SNS

|

at policemen.

“When the police team
knocked at the door, he fired
from inside and the police party
retaliated resulting in his
death. One AK-56 rifle, 28
spent cartridges, 30 live
cartridges and two hand
grenades were seized” from the
house. The militant’s body was
taken to AIIMS.

There were many bullet
marks in the room where the

fE STATESMAR
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militant hved d in the small
gallery and the kitchen.

Inside the room, a full-sleeve
khaki shirt similar to the one
worn by paramilitary personnel,
was found. A rucksack, some
quilts and three suitcases were
thrown around. There were
some bloodstains on the floor
and a wall.

“It was sehri (time for the pre-
dawn meal during Ramzan)
and I heard the gunshots. We
kept our doors closed and tried
to soothe our children who
started weeping. We were all
tense,” said Dr GM Bhat
who lives in a neighbouring
house.

The militants kept a low
profile and no resident
admitted to knowing them.

The police have identified the
other four militants, also
Pakistanis, as Abu Sadd, Abu
Sakhar, Bilal and Haider.
Police in other states have been
alerted about the four, Mr
Sharma said.

After the police team arrested
Ahmed he admitted to having
masterminded the Red Fort
attack, Mr Sharma said. The
militants did a reconnaissance
of the Red Fort area in
advance.

On 22 December, the six
militants entered the Red Fort
on the pretext of seeing the
Light and Sound Show between
7.30 and 8.30 pra. They had
concealed weapons with loaded

R See FORT: page 8
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One associate shot dead 1n encountm }“our still on the run

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 26 |

E DELHI Police today claimed to have
made a significant breakthrough in .the

case relating to the shooting inside -the
Red Fort with the arrest of an alleged militant.
An associate of the man arrested was killed in
an encounter with the police in Okhla, South
Delhi, early this morning.

The man arrested was identified as Ashfaq
Ahmed. His associate, Abu Shamal, was shot
dead when he reportedly challenged the
police's special cell personnel. The police said
both men were Lashkar-e-Tayyeba activists.

Three persons were killed when LeT militants
went on a shooting spree inside the Red Fort
last Friday.

Special Commissioner of Police RK Sharma
told mediapersons this evening investigations,
conducted in close co-ordination with central
intelligence agencies, revealed that Ashfaq had
slipped into the ¢ountry through the Kashmir
border and was living here under cover since
May.

Ashfaq was detained for questioning late last
night in Ghazipur in East Delhi. A Chinese
made pistol, six live rounds and some incrimi-
nating documents were recovered from the
house, the Special CP said.

** Ashfaq had been primarily sent to Dethi to
set-up a safe hideout for LeT militants to con-
%uct sﬂbx:ﬁsfive ucti_ivities here. To adopt & local
identity Ashfdq had set-up a computer insti
Knowledge Centre, in Ghafoor Market
Okhla," Mr Sharma said. R

m

For this, officials said, Ashfaq had invested
around Rs 6 lakh. He had :d? h#s Rs 5
lakh in his bank account and Rs 2.5 Yakh in his

wife Rehana's. Ashfaq is€aid to have told the
police that he carried out the “Red Fort opera-
tion" with his five others - Abu Shamal,” Abu
Sadd, Abu Sakhar, Bifial and Haider.

Ashfaq reportedly fald his interrogators that
on Friday the group entered the Red
Fortaround 7.
the sound and light show.

*“During the show there was a power failure
and under the cover of darkness, Abu Shamal
and Abu Sadd slipped into the Army area. The
other four took up positions around the Red
Fort. Both Abu Shamal and Abu Sadd carried
out the ﬂooting at three places inside the Red

.} specify ‘the : oh
pm on the pretext of watching "} pecly time for canying out suéh an

f

PMO our next target’
THE Lashksre-Yayyeba said that the Prime
Minister's Office in New Delhi would be its |
next target. In a felease issued by the outfit
to same media offices in Srinagar, it said the'
"Mujattideen will storm Prime .-Minister
Vajpayee's office in New Delhi". It did.hot

attack. Following the threat, security around
the Prife Minister's office and residence and
all other sensitive piaces in the Capital was
beefed up. Detailed report on page 9

Fort. They escaped thereafter by scaling the
eastern .boundary wall. While on the run, the
two militants dumped their weapons to-avoid

suspicion,” Mr Sharma said, " -

inng the questioning, Ashfaq. réported
disclosed while four of his associa?es lerl,‘toDedll‘n}r
after the shooting, he and Abu Shamal stayed
back. Ashfaq led the police team, to the house
in Batla Nagar area in Okhla. S

On being challenged by the special cell, Abu
Shamal, allegedly started firing indiscriminate-
ly. The police said the militant fired 28 rounds.
The police also say they have recovered an AK
56 rifle, 30 live rounds and two grenades.

Mr Sharma told the media Ashfaq also led the
special team to a marshy spot behind the Red
Fort whiere an AK 56 rifle, four grenades, two
live magazines and a knife were recovered.

Ashfag and his wife Rehana have been

remanded in police custody for 14 days.
/ )
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 26. — The
1Sl-backed Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
militants involved in the Réd
Fort attack on 22 December
night, allegedly made about a
dozen calls from the Capital to
their ‘bosses’ based in Pakistan.

All the calls were made from a
mobile phone the militants
had, a senior police officer of
the Delhi police’s special cell
told The Statesman.

These revelations followed
sustained police interrogation
of thhe Lashkar Em#md.r >mrm.ma
Ahmed, whom the police claim
to have arrested last night.

The same mobile phone rep-
ortedly was used by the mili-
tants to call up the Delhi office
of an international news agen-
¢y minutes after the mwmm.. m,:.:.n
attack, claiming responsibility
for 1t.

The rmilitants also called up a
Srinagar-based newspaper
later that night for the same
purpose, the police officer said.

The other calls, to chalk out
the modalities and to procure
arms amd ammunition for the
attack, were made before the

_Red Fort shoot-out, the
arrested militant reportedly

STATESMAN NEWS m,mE:nm
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told the the police.

“The militant said all the calls
were made to some static
phones in Islamabad to “senior”
members of his outfit based
there,” the police officer said.
The Lashkar chief, Zaki-ur-
Rehman, is based in Pakistan.
He keeps shifting bases

0% o

=m3. The :a:m.a at Okhla, New Delhi, where Pakistani militant Abu Shamal was killed by police on
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Tuesday. (Right)

after the shootout. — PTI

between Pakistan-Occupied-
Kashmir and Islamabad, an
intelligence officer said.

The Special Cell is taking the
help of the intelligence agencies
to verify the militant’s claims.
The Army is also involved in
the interrogation.

“We are still at the prelimi-

nary stage of interrogation, we
expect to extract a lot more
information from the militant,”
the police officer said.

The police also recovered an
AK-56 assault rifle, four hand
grenades, two magazines and
32 cartridges from the Red Fort
today after the militant

efore for

i

A crowd gathers in front of the house

told them where these were
hidden.

Incidentally, when a police
team had reached the ramparts
of the Red Fort, some residents
of the area “mistook” it for a
police encounter there and
called up some newspaper
offices.

QUESTIONS:

(Continued from page 1)

The ballistics report will show
whether Abu had at all fired at
police. The post-mortem will
tell how many times he was
shot, and in which parts of his
body. It will ascertain if he had
sustained any other injuries.
Police say they fired at him on-
ly after he did so. But they
haven't said if he opened the
door to fire at them.

One comes across a small gal-
lery, about 8 feet long,
immediately after entering the
flat; on the left is the room
which the man reportedly
stayed in and on the extreme
right is a kitchen. The -entire
flat is only about 25 feet long.
Local people heard gun shots
for about 15 minutes and the
bullet marks on the walls and
ceilings in the flat suggest that
the policemen chased Abu
inside the flat for that long
while he kept firing at them.
The efficacy of the “combing
and search”  operations
conducted at the Red Fort after
the Friday night shoot-out is
also questionable. Another
weapon, an AK-56 rifle, was
found in the area today.
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alse trail
efore the
pounce

NEW DELHI, Dec. 26. — Delhi
Police were following a false
trail when they picked up two
Kashmiris from Seelampur
yesterday for questioning on
the Red Fort shoot-out.

Special commissioner of police
Mr RK Sharma told reporters
today that the two, identified
as Mushtaq and Ghani Bhatt,
weren’t involved. They were
released late last night afier
being interrogated by a team
comprising officers of the
Special Branch of Delhi Police
and the Intelligence Bureau at
Seelampur police station.

The two were caught at noon
after they boarded a bus from
Seelampur. They told police
that they were the sons of an
apple grower from Kashmir
and had come here to sell their
produce in the Azadpur Subzi
Mandi. They had gone to See-
lampur to inquire about
correspondence courses.

Police suspected them as they
carried a map of Delhi on
which they had highlighted the
Red Fort, etc.

Only after their agent
clarified matters, they were
released. — SNS
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By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, DEC. 27. When the Spe-
cial Cell of the Delhi police raided
the LIG flat of Ashfaq Ahmed’s in-
laws at Gazipur in East Delhi early
on Tuesday, they not only uncov-
ered the Red Fort conspiracy of
Lashkar-e- Taiba but also foiled
an ‘almost perfect plan’ of the
outfit to set up base in Delhi.

“Ashfaq Ahmed had been sent
to Delhi by the Lashkar-e-Taiba to
set up a base and he had already
managed to do so. Over a period
of time, it would have become re-
ally difficult to nab him as he had
married an Indian girl and pro-
cured several documents to prove
his Indian identity,” an officer of
the Special Cell said.

Police sources said Ashfaq had
married Rehmana with the sole
purpose of getting a fool-proof
cover for his operations. He had
seen a matrimonial advertise-
ment placed by Rehmana in one
of the newspapers and ap-
proached her..

“Since Rehmana’s father is not
alive, and she and her mother are
dependent on her brother and a
sister, Rehmana decided to marry

Ashfaq, who had claimed to be
from Jammu. The marriage was
solemnised in Muslim traditions
and the only person to participate
from Ashfaq’s side was his friend,
Rashid, in whose name the G-73
Muradi Road, Batla House flat,
had been taken on rent by Ash-
faq.”

Sources said Rehmana, who is
32 years old, probably decided to
marry Ashfaq, who is just 28, be-
cause of the money he promised
to give her. “He deposited Rs. 2.8
lakhs in her bank account and al-
so paid her Rs. 50,000 in the form
of Nikahnama.” The money was
an investment for Ashfag, who
wanted to obtain an Indian
“identity” quickly. “Over a period
of time, he would have got chil-
dren and a family and then he
would have been able to travel to
Pakistan freely.”

To buttress the argument,
sources said Ashfaq had already
procured a driving licence from
the Ghaziabad transport author-
ity and a Delhi ration card.

Having already set up a com-
puter centre in New Delhi, he
now intended having his own
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ase in Delhi foiled

house. And as such he had al-
ready paid some advance for a flat
at Indirapuram in Ghaziabad.

Ashfaq was unable to stay with
Rehmana in the flat as other'male
members used to live there.

Rehmana, the police sources
say, was entirely dependent on
her brother and sister. Incidental-
ly, her sister, Farzana, is a security
officer at a five-star hotel and is a
high profile person, who knows a
number of senior politicians, in-
cluding a Governor. She has sep-
arated from her husband,
working in the Ministry of Health.

Additional charge

NEW DELHI, DEC. 27. The Kerala
Governor, Mr. Justice Sukhdev
Singh Kang, will hold the addi-
tional charge of Andhra Pradesh
Governor, a Rashtrapati Bhawan
communique said today.

The President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, appointed him to dis-
charge the functions of the
Andhra Pradesh Governor, Mr. C.
Rangarajan, during his leave, in
addition to his own duties, the
communique said. — PTI
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SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 30. — The
Army may reduce some troops
in J&K without cutting on its
strength along the interna-
tional border and the Line of
Control or troops needed to
fight militants.

The move comes after “indica-
tions” that Pakistan may with-
draw some troops from the bor-
der. Pakistan has two brigades
or about 6,000 soldiers as res-
erve. Several Pakistani soldiers
had been sent back earlier.

About a few thousand reserve
Indian soldiers could he sent
back, officials said. Over a
period of time, the number
could be raised to 2,000.

The troops sent back could
continue their normal training
for conventional situations.

"But an Army Liaison Cell
spokesman said he wasnt
aware of a plan to cut down on
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troops in J&K.

At present, there are about
3,00,000 Indian soldiers in
J&K and a large number of
them are deployed along the
border and the LoC. Of late,
fewer troops are being sent as
replacement.

| W Tihar riots kill 2: page 8

§ B Ranchi violence: page 8 }
| WCPI, CPM in birthday |
; ‘bash’: page 9

| Ministers enjoy winter,

| govt freezes: page 9

B Kumbh: VIPs make way
for commoners, page 9

—
There are about 10,000 troops

in anti-militant forces

- Viesory Delta, Kilo and Romeo.

These troops cannot be reduced
as some militant groups, parti-
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Jaish-i-Mohammed are still
very active in the Valley even if |
others like the Hizbul Muy;j- |
ahideen and Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen seem to have quietened
down.

No troops can be withdrawn
from the LoC or Siachen Gla-
cier.

The 8 Division, which moved
to the Valley from the North-
east several years ago, are now
part of 14 Corps ~ they too
cannot be moved out.

About a third of the Army’s
troops is posted in Jammu and
Kaghmir, A large number of
troops are also deployed in the
North-east.

It is feared that this could be
a strain on the Army. As a
result of the demand for troops,
the Army had to send officers
and men .of the Armoured
Corps, artillery and airdefence |
to fight in the Valley along mth
the mfantry
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4{ K. KASTURIRANGAN, Chairman of the In-
dian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), while
not ruling out the possibility of a moon mission,
rightly pointed out that any decision would
have to consider seriously not only the tech-
nical feasibility but also its utility from the sci-
ence and technology angle. With the U.S.
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) having already carried out a number of
manned Apolio flights to the moon since 1969
" including landings on its other side which could
never be seen from the earth, there has to be
some overtiding consideration for justifying
any attempt by India to organise such a mission
nearly three decades later. Dr. Kasturirangan
has, therefore, laid the stress on the proposed
GSLV (Geostationary Satellite Launch Vehicle)
project as well as the INSAT 3-C and other
launches.

While almost the entire country has hailed
the achievements of the ISRO scientists in tak-
ing India to space, one has also to take note of
the cynicism over whether a developing coun-
try with scarce resources should incur such a
huge expenditure on space projects. The an-
swer should be that only programmes like the
GSLV, which is exclusive to India, could give the
Indian scientists direct access to knowledge
which has so far remained unknown, and de-
pendence upon borrowed information — cour-
tesy the NASA — could never be as satisfying. It
is very unlikely that any other project India has
launched so far could compare with the mag-
nificence of the GSLV programme aimed at
placing a satellite in a geostationary orbit syn-
chronous with the earth. When the GSLV gets
off the ground, hopefully early next year, the
supreme confidence it imparts to the scientists
and engineers of the ISRO should be as much a
major gain as the actual achievement itself. In
fact, the skills which have gone into the pro-

THE GSLV LAUNCH )"/

gramme involving hundreds of jobs, big and
small, prior to putting the GSLV into space are
proof of how so much confidence has already
been generated. \\

A familiar gibe at space sdjentists is about
their gazing at the stars all the\time and their
indifference to so much that Yfemains to be
done on earth. Yet another madnifestation of
such cynicism is about the efforts going into
space flights not being very different from rein-
venting the wheel. Such a view overlooks the
fact of how all scientific discoveries seemingly
confined to specific and even deceptively in-
consequential areas turned out to be very basic
for a further understanding of phenomena
which might otherwise continue to baffle scien-
tists. In the case of the GSLV project, Dr. Kastu-
rirangan has made it quite clear that apart from
the space vehicle remaining in a geostationary
orbit, the purposes it serves will be down-to-
earth right from the beginning. It could help the
ISRO with its proposed land use mapping mis-
sion for getting data on the extent of the land
available and its break-up into agricultural use
and forestry. The satellites launched by the In-
telsat may have already gathered all these data
but there is no reason why India should depend
upon them when its GSLV could beam so much
and even more to meet its specific needs and
the data so mobilised would be part of the
country’s space knowledge. Of still greater im-

portance is the fact that the GSLV project,

which is nearing completion, is the achieve-
ment of scientists and engineers who have cho-
sen to remain in India and were not lured by the
greener pastures abroad. Brain drain might
have impoverished this country more than it
could have but for these men and women, most
of whom remain unknown to their people and
perhaps cherish anonymity. Vi
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Govt. set to

teeth it

The Tlmes of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The proposed ap-
pointment of the chief of defence
staff (CDS) in the soon-to-be re-
structured defence ministry will be
a two-year rotational post that will
have both administrative and oper-
ational powers, a highly-placed de-
fence ministry source told this
newspaper on Monday.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, the source also said the
task force headed by Arun Singh
had not recommended that the
CDS be upgraded to a five-star
post. Nor was there any proposal
for restructuring or integrating the
present regional commands of the
three services, it said.

The long-pending demand for re-
structuring the defence ministry
was “definitely going to be ful-
filled”, the source said, adding that
“this would end delays and ensure
that the armed forces were associ-
ated with the decision-making
process.” However, the brick-by-
brick architecture of the intended
restructuring was still being worked
out, the source said, adding that the
defence secretary may be redesig-
nated to an elevated post of “princi-
pal defence secretary”.

The task force had categorically
stated that the defence ministry
must be restructured. Significantly,
the bureaucracy, often accused of
having a vested interest in main-
taining the status quo, is being cir-

‘3

cumvented as decisions on restruc-
turing (and all other issues) are be-
ing taken directly by the group of
ministers (GoM).

The GoM is currently deliberating
on the recommendations forwarded
by the task force on intelligence,
which includes setting up an inte-
grated defence intelligence agency
(DIA). The recommendations of the
task force on defence management
will be the last to be discussed and fi-

UNNING FOR A CHAN
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@ Chief of defence staff will be a
two-year rotational post

® CDS will not be based on U.S. or
UK modetl

® Group of ministers will finalise
proposals by month-end

@ Ministry plans tri-service joint
command at Port Blair

nalised, the source said.

The GoM is expected to finalise
its proposals on all four task forces
by this month-end. The recommen-
dations will then be forwarded to
the Prime Minister and eventually
put before the cabinet for a final
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‘swadeshi’ CDS

decision, so that their implementa-
tion can begin before the end of the
current financial year.

Asserting that the CDS will be
“substantial rather than symbolic”,
the source said that the current ro-
tational post of the chairman, chiefs
of staff committee, was only a “pre-
siding post without authority”.
However, the CDS, which is
“swadeshi”, and not based on ei-
ther the U.S. or UK model, would
be a specific and centralised post
with both administrative and oper-
ational authority that would have a
greater role in coordination and de-
cision-making. The three services,
however, will continue to be head-
ed by their respective chiefs.

The source also said that the de-
fence ministry had decided to es-
tablish a tri-services joint command
at Port Blair instead of the earlier
proposal to set up a far eastern
naval command. This, too, would be
headed on a rotational basis. “Giv-
en the nature of the islands, poach-
ing in the area and the strategic im-
portance of the archipelago, it was
considered a better option to estab-
lish a joint command,” the source
said.

This would involve upgrading
surveillance, communication, moni-
toring, patrolling facilities and also
force levels belonging to the army
and air force. Currently, the navy
and the coast guard dominate the
Port  Blair-based FORTAN

(Fortress Andaman and Nicobar
which is headed by a vice-admipat”
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“*Mission controllecL

THERE HAS been both good news and bad news for 1
space effort this week. If there was some worry over\ the
crippled satellite, INSAT-2B, it has been more than offset
by the official announcement that the country’s maiyen
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) will ‘be
ready by next spring. The INSAT-2B is 4'satellite which has out-
lasted its designed lifespan and there is no need to hit the panic
button at its reported loss of control, since the snag would only
marginally affect its telecommunications, broadcasting and
meteorological functions. Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) troubleshooters will now probably find a solution
by shifting the systems on board the damaged satellite to
transponders elsewhere, such as those on the INSAT-3B. Space
scientists routinely plan early in the design stage when, and
how, satellites will end their lives, and the INSAT-2B is no

ception. It was supposed to be in orbit for not more
Ahan seven years when it was lofted into space in July 1993,
and therefore should not be a cause for concern if it were
now to drift out of orbit and burn up'in the upper reaches
of the atmosphere. .

One should, however, appreciate the success story of the
INSAT system, which is one of the largest domestic communi-
cation satellite systems in the world. Since it was commissioned
in the early Eighties, it has vastly improved telecommunica-
tions, radio networking, television broadcasting and disaster
management services in the subcontinent. India’s credentials as
a country with poorly developed infrastructure facilities never
had a chance of being burnished as long as it depended wholly
on the US-built INSAT-1 series of satellites. In fact, the coun-
try could only muster less than a dozen transponders in the
early stages when two of the first four INSAT spacecraft failed,
leaving it eventually to the indigenously designed and built
INSAT-2 series to keep ISRO's space effort moving.

ISRQO’s Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV) programme has cer-
tainly come a long way since its modest beginnings in 1963
when small sounding rockets were sent up from the Thumba
rocket launching facility near Thiruvananthapuram. The coun-;
try has had just four failures in its dozen-odd launches so far,
which is above average performance when compared to coun-
tries like China and Japan. Indian space scientists can be proud
f)f the fa€t that advanced aqvatars of the SLV (such as the Polar

SLV).Have been regularly rolling off the drawing boards, and it

{ ldunch pad sometime early next year.

wiy/certainly be champagne time whey GSLYV roars off its
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/" Insecure Council

Even as the debate over instituting a separate office for the national
security adviser continues, the popular verdict has come in. In an opinion
poll conducted by Indiatimes.com, an astonishing 84 per cent netizens
cast their votes for an independent national security adviser. The poll
will hopefully restore some balance to a topic that is of vital importance
to the future of India’s security management. Unfortunately, as so often
happens with any debate in this country, this too has taken on the
colours of a personality clash. The irony is that the man at the centre of
the controversy, National Security Adviser and Principal Secretary
Brajesh Mishra, has himself conceded the logic of the two posts having
to be separate. In a TV interview he acknowledged that this had
eventually to happen. To be sure — and this is the point Mr Mishra made
— both posts require that the incumbents enjoy the confidence of the
prime minister. Indeed, this would seem to be the primary reason why
Mr Mishra holds both. Nor can it be denied that this arrangement has
facilitated him to play a key role both in India’s emergence as a nuclear
weapon power and in securing its place in the changing international
strategic paradigm. There is no dispute about any of this. However, the
real issue relates to enabling the National Security Council to play the
role assigned to it, which is to advise the government (the Cabinet
Committee on National Security) on long-range security assessments
and to prescribe broad strategies for different ministries. This requires
the assistance of a professional staff. VO ’(& \

Ministries preoccupied with day-to-day concerns stmply not
equipped to carry out long-range assessments on the bisis of which
advice needs to be formulated after discussions among the\members of
the NSC, their supporting staff, the service chiefs, intelligence chiefs and
heads of related organisations like atomic energy, space and other high
technologies. The NSC has not been able to function on the above lines
in the absence of a dedicated secretariat for the NSA. Mr Mishra has had
to rely on his foreign service background, his long interest in the
affairs of national security and his experience as head of the BJP’s
foreign affairs cell. Even so, in the long run, the NSA must have
organisational backing; if its structure, competence and procedures are
not institutionalised, the experiment of setting up the NSC could come
to an end with the present NSA’s tenure. Mr Mishra’s success as NSA
will be assessed not only by his undoubted achievements while in office
but by whether he leaves behind an active NSC with established
rocedures and staff that will effectively support future NSAs. Mr
ishra’s successors may not be in a position to bring to their office the
background and experience the present incumbent possesses. What is
under discussion is not the present NSA’s role but the future of the NSC
after him. Surely, the prime minister and his NSA cannot adopt the
attitude “After me, the deluge”. As matters stand, the NSC’s secretariat
is none other than the former joint intelligence committee. Neither in jts
present form nor with additional staff can it be expected to perform the
role of the office of the NSA. Setting up an adequately and appropyiate-
ly staffed secretariat for the NSA cannot be postponed any longe]
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Tndia receives first batch ofy, ¢

upgraded ML17 helicopters,

~ EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE \)
NEW DELHI, NOV 15 QLN)

THE Indlan Air Force (IAF)
-has acquired the first batch of 40
upgraded “Mi-17  helicopters
from Russia. As part of the post-
Kargil modemnisation of the IAF,
India had ordered the heli-
copters which can be used both
for attack and transport roles in
high-altitude areas.

The-Mi-17 1-V has advamced
avionics, a more d;;owc:rful engine
(for high altitudes) and design
modifications for high speed oper-
' ations, sources i IAF headquar
terstodaysaid.

Thisis the first augmentation in
the IAF helicopter fleet since Op-
eration Vijay in Kargil. “Our task

_had doubled post-Kargil delivering

supplies to troops whose numbers
went up almost three times since

", the operation. But our resources
were static. This is the first induc-
tion in terms of resources and we

were eagerlylooking forward toiit,”

anofficial said. ,
The IAF will have two

squadrons of the helicopters in

Kargil and Siachen sectors by the

give a decisive edge tolthe IAF |/

- once they are armed with 12

VikhrM (AT-16) medium range
‘air to surface missiles with capa-
bilities to destroy ground based

| threats.

“The strike power of the IAF
in high-altitude operations will
get a tremendous boost with the
laser-guided weapons with a ca-*
pability of destroying targets
within a range of 10 kilometers,”
sources said.

The design modifications, in-

clude an enlarged side door for
quick embarkation and capabili-
- ties of carrying up to four tonnes of

load. Four helicopters have
delivered in the first batgt
have been assigned to
Air Cormmand.
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—More accused in
‘w*\Purulia case,

i\

the sensational Purulia armsdrog inci-
dent, the CBI is likely to file a sipple-
meﬂé:;/ chargesheet in the case naming

least three more accused including a
Hong Kong-based businessman alleged
to be the financier for consignment of
deadly weapons. Qr V %)N el wAn

Widening the scope of investigations,
the agency claimed to have gathered evi-
dence against the Hong Kong-based
businessman and two Danish nationals
who were alleged to have taken part in
meetings where the arms purchase and
the delivery process were finalised, CBI
sources said.

The sources claimed that the Hong
Kong-based businessman, who appar-
ently provided money for the entire oper-
ation of airdropping arms in Purulia on
December 17, 1995, was “most likely the
most knowledgeable person” about the
individuals and interests behind placing
of the arms delivery orders.

He was also the “frontman” for a com-
pany which bought the an-26 aircraft
that dropped the arms, they said, adding
that the main accused, Nieis Chirstian
Nielsen alias Kim Davy, was given power
of attorney to operate the aircraft for the
company.

The businessman was also questioned
by Interpol following a request by the
CBI, though the agency awaited further

role in the armsdrop.

‘_j‘ P
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entre declares ceasefire-

N o

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 19. — The
Centre today extended another
olive branch to militants in
Jammu and Kashmir by anno-
uncing unilateral ceasefire dur-
ing the Ramzan month.

The government believes some
insurgent groups would recip-
rocate this by coming forward
for talks,

The Prime Minister announ-
ced the decision at the NDA
meeting. Yesterday, the Cabi-
net Committee on Security had
concluded the need for a cease-
fire to give peace a chance.

The government has instruc-
ted security forces not to initi-
ate combat operations against

. militants during the Ramzan
. period, which starts towards
' the end of this month, Mr Atal
. Behari Vajpayee said.

Mr George Fernandes said the

. government would weigh the

situation and decide whether or

i not to extend the ceasefire. The
! decision had come after talking

to various organisations, he
said, but refused to name them.

' People in the valley were fed up

TOP SECRET

| NEW DELHI, Nov. 19. — The
i ceasefire decision was kept
{under wraps till the NDA
! meeting. Even the special
{ home secretary, Mr TR Kak-
i kar, in charge of J&K affairs,
| was unaware of it. “I had ab-
| solutely no idea about the de-
! cision”, he said. “Aisa hona
| nahin chahiye lekin ho gaya
i (This shouldn’t have been, but
' then, it did).” — SNS

with violence, he added.

A PMO source said the cease-
fire would demonstrate India’s
commitment to peace and raise
its stature internationally.

This is the first time that the
government has suo motu made
such an offer since militancy
erupted in the state 11 years
ago. The earlier ceasefire was
declared by the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen, which later called it off.

The ceasefire decision came
soon after today’s meeting bet-
ween Mr Faroog Abdullah and
Mr Vajpayee. “During my visit
to Srinagar on 3 August, I had

&K for Ramzah ¥

underscored the need to resolve
all issues in the spirit of inse-
niyat (humanism). Mine was a
sincere appeal for cooperation to
bring end violence,” Mr Vaj-
payee said. “We have continued
our efforts to normalise the
situation in the state and to
hold talks with all those who
are prepared for a dialogue.”

The ceasefire move was wel-
comed by all political parties
across the state except the
RJD, which termed it a “virtual
surrender” to ultras, adds PTI.

The J&K chief minister said
the gesture would go a lon
way in promoting peace. “
hope militants will respond to
the offer and end violence.”

The CPI-M state unit called it
a “bold initiative” that would
help in creating an atmosphere
for dialogue”.

The former Union home mi-
nister, Mr Mufti Mohammed
Syed, also welcomed the anno-
uncement.

The J&K People’s Front pre-
sident, Mr Fazil Haq Qureshi,

who mediated the dialogu
with the Hizbul, said it a
meaningful gesture, .
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EFENCE | 'I'EllIGENCE

5k The Need Fof Modernisation

T is a measure of the
callousness with which

national security is viewed
in India that for almost one
year after the successful evic-
tion of Pakistan’s regular army
from the areas where it had in-
truded in Kargil, most writing
in the print media has concen-
trated on deflecting blame from
one intelligence agency to
another rather than ensuring
that an intelligence failure does
not take place again. The need
of the hour is to learn the
correct lessons and build the
capabilities necessary to cope
with the security challenges
confronting India.

All national intelligence
organisations and those of the
armed forces need to form a
common front to ensure that
there is cohesion and coor-
dination.

The Kargil Review Committee

has carried out an analysis of -

the ills plaguing the intelli-
gence system. In the ongoing
“proxy war” scenario, the line
between conventional military
operations and low intensity
conflict (LIC) is blurred. In
such a situation, accurate in-
telligence assessments provide
vital inputs for policy-making,
governance and military opera-
tions to counter terrorists of
foreign powers and successfully
police the nation’s borders.
Since the responsibility for the
" collection, . collation, analysis,
synthesis and dissemination of
- external intelligence is solely
that of the Research and Ana-
lysis Wing, major users of this
intelligence like the political
decision-makers and the armed
forces are dependent entirely
on the inputs provided by
RAW. Strategic intelligence
relating to military deploy-
ment, movements, the location
of operational and strategic
reserves and military plans
and intentions of India’s ad-
versaries is also provided by
RAW,

MISCONCEPTIONS

The Directorate General of
Military Intelligence has only a
marginal trans-border intelli-
gence acquisition role. This is
limitgd to the collection of field
igence about the adver-
’s forward deployment and
tie state of his defensive for-
fications. Most military intel-
/ligence personnel are engaged

in counter-intelligence activi-

ties that seek to prevent Indian

soldiers from falling prey to the:

machinations of unscrupulous
and subversive elements and
enewmy intelligence agents and
to ensure the security of
documents and material. This
is borne out by the relatively
modest single-digit budget of
the DGMI for 1999-2000. Only
this year, post-Kargil, the
DGMI's budget has been
reportedly hiked to low double
digits out of the present de-
fence budget of approximately
Rs 58,000 crores.

This compares most un-
favourably with the military
intelligence budgets of the
United States and Israel,
among others, as a percentage
of their defence budgets.
Human intelligence (humint)
networks require immense
patience, painstaking effort
and substantial investment.

Another common miscon-
ception is that thé defence at-

- taches in India’s embassies and
high commissions abroad are
an independent channel at the
disposal of the DGMI and that
it is thetr task to provide rele-

i 1ntelugence imputs to

T respective intelligence

Zgencies. The post of defence

£ attaches is largely a ceremonial
one and they have neither the
responsibility nor the staff
necessary for intelligence
gathering.

Nor are funds made available

The author is a Senior Fellow
at the Institute for Defence

Studies and Analyses, New .

Delhi.

By GURMEET KANWAL

to them. If {a defence attache
engaged in espionage is
apprehended by the police in
the host country, it will be a

‘major diplomatic and military

embarrassment and lead to his
immediate expulsion. The only
area in which the defence
attaches can contribute is in
collecting information openly
available in the public domain.
Open source information is
rapidly gaining in importance
as a reliable source of intel-
ligence due to the worldwide
trend of greater transparency
in military matters.

However, careful analysis is
necessary to synthesise in-
telligence from such in-

formation as well as to sift

disinformation from it.

The only real capability with
the DGMI regarding external
intelligence is that of unobtru-
sive electronic eavesdropping
through the Signals Intelli-
gence branch. The SI people
have provided invaluable infor-
mation about the infiltration
plans and routes, hideouts,
arms caches, casualties and the
morale of militants in J&K and
the northeastern states throu-
ghout the last decade of ex-
ternally-sponsored militancy
and terrorist violence by lis-
tening to radio broadcasts. The
foresight shown in planning
the development of this in-
dependent capability has stood
the army in good stead.

However, due to the rapid
advances made in comm-
unications, security and the
introduction of digital com-
munications technology, SI
equipment has the fastest
obsolescence rate in defence
equipment, and requires to be
frequently upgraded and even
replaced, with concomitant
capital costs having to be
incurred. For such require-
ments, the competent financial
authorities must be empowered
to approve the expenditure
expeditiously.

REQUIREMENTS

It is now time for action and
there is a need to adopt a bi-
partisan approach to the stra-
tegically sensitive issue of in-
telligence gathering. As the
Kargil Review Committee has
‘pointed out, “The resources
made available to the Defence
Services are not commensurate
with the responsibility assign-
ed to them.,

There are distinct advantages
in  having two lines of
intelligence collection and
reporting, with a rational divi-
sion of functions, responsi-
bilities and areas of specia-
lisation ... the Indian threat as-
sessment is a single-track pro-
cess dominated by RAW...The
Indian intelligence structure is
flawed since there is little back-
up or redundancy to rectify
failures and shortcomings in
intelligence collection and
reporting...”

The desirability of setting up
a National Security Agency at
the apex level and the estab-
lishment of an integrated tri-
service Defence Intelligence
Agency need to be considered
dispassionately. In this age of
sophistication in camouflage

and concealment and with the
advent of credible dummies, it
is a universally acknowledged
fact that military objects like
tanks, guns, missile launchers,
bunkers, tents and even cook
houses in the field can "be
successfully identified only by
specialist military 1nte1hgence
operatives.

The Indian armed forces have
no option but to invest heavily |
in such personnel. Intelligence j
is a function of vommand and '
needs to be recognised as such.
It is only logical that the
commander who is entrusted
with the overall responsibility
for military operations must be
given the wherewithal to in-
dependently obtain the intel-
ligence inputs necessary for the
planning and conduct of those
operations at the tactical and
operational levels of conven-
tional war and LIC. At the
strategic level, intelligence ac-
quisition must undoubtedly
remain a joint national effort
between the armed-forces and
RAW.

It is to be hoped that the task
force on intelligence headed by
Mr GC Saxena, one of the four

task forces constituted by the

Group of Ministers appointed
by the Prime Minister to
examine the recommendations
of the Kargil Review
Committee, has holistically -
evaluated the essential re-
quirements of military intel-
ligence.

If future Kargils are to be
avoided, these requirements
must include dedicated mili-
tary satellites, airBorne optical
and electronic surveillance ca-
pabilities, unattended ground .

-sensors to be placed in remote

areas, and independent humint °
networks, all under an
integrated tri-service DIA.

RESPONSIVENESS

Setting up of a DIA will not
only streamline military intelli-
gence gathering and provide
comprehensive intelligence as-
sessments, it will also fit in
with the proposed plans to in-
tegrate the Services Head-
quarters with the Ministry of
Defence.

It has been reported that the
task force has recommended
the establishment of a National -
Intelligence Board. Members of
the NIB would include the head
of the DIA, and the chiefs of
RAW, Intelligence Bureau,
Directorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence and a representative of
the Central para-military and
police forces.

The scale and sophistication .
of non-intrusive electronic

- intelligence gathering ability of

the armed forces also needs to
be upgraded to keep pace with
the diverse voice and data
communications capability of |
India’s, adversaries and the
mercenary terrorist outfits
spawned by them. The inputs
from military intelligence and
RAW as also those from the IB
and the intelligence agencies of
CPMFs and the state gov-
ernments, must be collated,
synthesised and analysed at
the NSA to arrive at net intel-
ligence assessments for long-
term national security deci-
sion-making and contingency
planning. Comprehensive intel-
ligence assessments must then
be disserninated to all concern-
ed on secure, dedicated com-
munications channels.

In the prevailing strategic
uncertainty, new threats are
emerging.  Narco-terrorism,
illegal | migrations, under-
mining of the economy through
fake cuirrency and organised
smuggling, cyber-warfare and
mushropming fundamentalist

Islamisf madrasas are some of
them. j
Only an advanced and:

responsfive intelligence system
can acqurately identify these
threats{ in advance to enable
timely | counter-action rather
than kjnee-jerk. reactions. As

the old gaying goes; warned
is foreagmed.




/Ml 8 wreckage

¢ FECOVeEr

smss N NEWS SERVICE C} Q})QV

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. — The IAF this afternoon succeeded in
retrieving the wreckage of its Mi-8 helicopter that had gone
down in the marshes of the Rann of Kutch on 12 November
killing seven persons. It had been on a reconnaissance mission,
and was carrying a team of BSF officers in addition to its
aircrew.'

A Mi-26 helicopter, one of the most capable heavy-lift choppers
in the world, was used to extricate the wreckage from the
marshes in a delicate and skillfully executed operation. By
retrieving the wreckage without its breaking up, the IAF hopes
to establish the cause of the mishap.

The Mi-8 had descended to about 50 metres above the water to
take a close loock at three boats, suspected to be of Pakistani
origin, when it had suddenly crashed into the marshes. Since it
had no prior mechanical problems, it is widely assumed that it
was shot down by either a shoulder-fired missile or well directed
small arms fire.

Since the mishap took place at a distance of over 15 km from the
Pakistan border, the general opinion is that the attack had come
from one of the boats, which makes an across the border attack
theory appear unlikely.

The wreckage was transported to the Bhuj IAF station, where
it will be thoroughly examined by experts of the Court of Inquiry
that has been appointed to probe the mishap.

The plans for the wreckage retrieval and its execution had
taken a week, as care had to be taken to avoid damaging the
“evidence”, and also to mdnimise the risk to the Mi-26, entrusted
with the extraction.
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No backiracking, asserts |

Gi \ The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Thursday declared in the Rajya Sabha
that the unilateral ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
would net be withdrawn despite terrorist attacks
and killings.

The PM’s assertion came when the Shiv Sena, an
NDA partner, referred to the killing of five truckers
in J&K on Tuesday and sought the withdrawal of
the truce offer.

The issue of the J&K killings was also raised by
the Sena in the Lok Sabha during question hour
despite speaker Balayogi’s repeated pleas to Sena
members that they could take up the issue during
zero hour. Finally, the Sena members walked out of
the Lok Sabha in protest.

The PM snubbed the Sena MPs and said, “I can
understand the Sena’s reasons for opposing the
ceasefire, but it should restrain its reaction.” An

optimistic Mr Vajpayee said that the peace initiative

Kashmir would be successful if thie go ent
went ahead with firmness and bumility.

Admitting that the ceasefire decision was fraught |
with risk, the PM said that the government had
thonght it-over and was fully prepared. He also
reminded members that a ceasefire did N6t mean
that the security forces would not be on full alert.

Earlier, external affairs minister Jaswant Singh
also clarified that a ceasefire only meant that the
government would not initiate any new armed
action. “The government is still unrelenting on
externally-aided terrorism. Pakistan is sending crim-
inals from its jails across the border with offers of
money and a reduction in their jail terms. Earlier,
too, every movement towards peace was destroyed.
The recent massacre is another such instance,” Mr |
Jaswant Singh said. :

The debate in the Rajya Sabha was trigerred at the
instance of the opposition after the Sena’s Adik
Shirodkar demanded the withdrawal of the ceasefire. ;
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AKES TWO/TO TANGO
/M\r\\ The fire will not cease ¢4

is this Ramzan ceasefire about? The Home
Minister says militants are being offered leisure time
because the security forces achieved some kind of supremacy
in October. This sounds strange, because it doesn’t fit into
any kind of peace-making logic. The Hizbul supreme
commander Salahuddin is right when he says they can go
back to killing as soon as the Ramzan is over. Is this a
gesture, aimed at public opinion abroad and in the Valley, a
demonstration of India’s good intentions, of its respect for all
faiths, thereby putting the onus of any disturbances during
the Islamic holy month on the militants? Possibly, but in that
case the government is surely in possession of intelligence
anticipating violence. If one likes the smell of conspiracy, one
could say that the wedding at Islamabad, a grand reunion of
Kashmiri separatists and jihadi groups, may have been used
to hatch something of which the government has got whiff
and, therefore, wants to make its moves first. Ramzan is a
religious occasion, it can be exploited to project the situation
in Kashmir as a communal confrontation. The foreign jihadis
would be particularly interested, but curiously the ceasefire, -
this time, extends to them as well. In other words, there is no
attempt any longer to differentiate between Kashmiri and
non-Kashmiri outfits, as there was in the first peace initiative
in August. One heard the Defence Minister saying the
ceasefire would not apply to the Line of Control. Did the
question ever arise? All this is speculation, but much of it is
plausible, given that the last thing the militants are
interested in is a stalemate. If there are voices favourable to
this ceasefire, they are yet to be heard. So far, only Abdul
Ghani Lone seems to see the government’s point in the
ceasefire. A genuine peace initiative would have to involve
the leadership on the other side which, as Advani himself
pointed out, cannot do anything on its own. Farooq Abdullah
says bigger things will follow once the ceasefire is accepted,
but why wasn’t that made clear at the outset?gg,

What about the Kashmiris? Are they going to emw
It would be fairly accurate to say that most of them must be
sick and tired of the fighting by now, especially since the
realisation has dawned that Kashmir cannot be prized out of
the Indian Union by force of arms. They would have preferred
a more concrete political proposal from the government which
would have got these groups to the negotiating table so that
at least the prospect of peace could be seen shimmering on the
distant horizon. It is unlikely that they are interested in the
Government’s commitment to “insaniyat” (humanitarianism),
since it takes two to play that particular game. The other side
— as some of the Hurriyat leaders have made amply clear —
is not willing to talk without Pakistan, the Government is not
willing to talk until! the fighting stops and that is where the
matter stands, ceasefire or no ceasefire.

THE STATESMAN
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NEW DELHI, Nov 3. — The
- Ramzan ceasefire offer to mili-
. tants in J&K won't \be with-
. drawn despite provocations
. like yesterday’s killing of truck
" drivers on the Jammu-Srina-
gar Highway, the Prime Minis-
ter told the Rajya Sabha today.
. A calculated risk had been
. taken, it would be seen through
courageously, Mr Atfal Behari
: Vajpayee said.

Rejecting the Shiv Sena
demand for withdrawal of
ceasefire, Mr Vajpayee said
such a move would be like
falling prey to the machi-
nations of those opposed to
progress towards peace in the
troubled state. Sena members
raised a similar demand in the
Lok Sabha and boycotted the
proceedings there.

The Prime Minister said while
he could understand the sent-
iments of the Shiv Sena, it
should desist from endangering
a major initiative. He was
confident that the ceasefire
would generate positive results.

Mr Vajpayas responding to

measeﬁre will not be
Y withdrawn: PM
W\ ‘

a discussion that followed the
Sena raising its demand during
zero hour. The Sena was isolated;
members from other parties
welcomed the move but regretted
that adequate precautionary
measures had not been taken by
security forces. Attacks on soft

LASHKAR MEN HELD |

1
| MUMBAL Nov. 23. — Four |
| Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militants |
| were nabbed in a dawn raid in |
{ Thane today. The ultras’ miss- f
| ion — codenamed “Bharat ka |
| sitare bujhao” — was to kill |
: Mr Bal Thackeray, and blow %
{up the RSS headquarters at
t Nagpur and vital installations
| like Bombay High. — SNS |
1 ¥ Details on page 8 J

targets ought to have been
anticipated, they said.

The offer had been a “calculated
step after prior preparation,” Mr
Vajpayee said. It was a move
aimed at building upon the
desire for normality expressed by
most people of J&K.

There were signs of militancy

losing popular support and that
was confirmed by the varying :
responses to the offer from mi-
litant groups. Those potentially
positive signs could not be
ignored; it was important to try
and spread the desire for a
dialogue, he said.

The security forces had not
lowered their guard, but fool-
proof arrangements were very
difficult to guarantee, Mr Vajpa- -
yee said. The truckers were .
killed at a lonely spot, the
assailants had worn what would !
appear to have been Army
uniforms to mislead the people.
USA plea to Pak: The USA has |
asked Pakistan and Kashmiri
militant groups to respond
positively to the ceasefire,
saying the move is a harbinger
of a sustained dialogue that
could bring peace, adds PTI from °
Washington. :
Hurriyat offer: The Hurrriyat
chairman, Mr Abdul Ghani
Bhat, said his outfit was
willing to hold talks with
militant leaders provided the '
Centre allowed it to'do so.

¥ More reports on page 8/



Trace hijackers, FBI tells Pakistan

W
Mubashir Zaldl- \ \
Islamabad, November 24 '\/{\

. E US Federal Bureau of
Investigations (FBI) has
asked Islamabad to help

trace the five men who- hijacked
the Indian Airliner 814 last
December.

The FBI claimed that the hijack-
ers entered Pakistan after securing
the release. of three prisoners,
including Maulana Masood Azhar
on December 31,1999, the weekly
Friday 'Times reported in its latest
edition. A :

Quoting sources in the military
establishment, the weekly newspa-
per said that after helping India's

tered a case in the matter.
"India and the US have already
signed a broad agreement to col-
laborate in meeting the challenge
from terrorist outfits," the paper
said.However, the sources said
that the military government has
expressed its opinion to the FBI
that it was Indian secret service
RAW that staged the hijacking.
But the FBI
seems  con-
vinced that the
plane was actu-
ally hijacked by
Kashmiri militants. "The Bureau
had to register the case since one
of the 167 passengers on board,
Jeanne Moore, was a US national.
Moore was the passenger who
asked for a coffin when the hijack-
ers were making a {‘st of deman

IA-814 Hijacking

bad-based Legal Attaché's office.

to the Indian Government.

"After being released, the FBI
interviewed her to establish the
identity of the hijackers. She was
also debriefed about the week-long
happenings inside the plane when

it was stationed at the Kandahar

airport,” the paper said.
The report disclosed that the FBI
has approached Pakistan govern-

ment to help it |

in determining
the identity of
the hijackers.
FBI's Islama-

has edly contacted
IslamabadWwith the request
_ Theseport said that while mak-

a request.for cooperation, the
S Government has conveyed to
Islamabad that the FBI has already

msH\NDUSTmm
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examined 11 crew members and
156 passengers of the hijacked
plane, besides recording their
statements. "Of them, 95 passen-
gers have identified the hijacker,
Ibrahim Attar, who boarded the
plane under the name of A A
Shiekh, 91 identified Bhola (Z A
Mistri), 102 pinpointed Berger (S
A Qazi), 120 Doctor (S A Sayeed)
and 92 Shankar alias Shakir. Even
the ticketing agents from whom
the hijackers had allegedly bought
the tickets have reportedly identi-
fied them,” the paper claimed.

It said that the FB investigations
are convinced thal the hijackers

. belonged to Kashmiri militant out-

fit Harkat-ul Mujahideen that has
gained notoriety as the most ruth-
less and communal organisation
active in Jammu and Kashmir.
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Arun Joshi 39 b‘J

Jammu, November 2

THE ARMY today announced
suspension of operations against

all militant outfits in the Vafley |

but said the soldiers will retain
the right to retaliate in self-
defence. The suspension is to
also cover search-and-cordon
operations.

The army also said the cease-
fire may be extended and contin-
ued indefinitely if everything
“goes well”.

The suspeﬂpzon of counter- §

insurgency operations came two
days before the Prime Minister’s
unilateral Rammn ceasefire goes
into effect.
The GOC-in-C, Northern
‘Command, Lt. Gen. H. M. Khanna
sax;id ?ﬂcmm act&:mvtvhﬂlbe $us-
pe e e militant out-
acrxltg:tboard irrespective
of their stance, standmg and polit-
ical leanjngs.

“The Army will go in for cessa-
tion of all offensive operations and
will exhibit restraint and resilience
as well as not retaliatg despite
provacation.”

But the General warned the mil-
itants that moving around with
arms would be treated as’a hostile
act. “Our troops retain the nght to
retaliate in self-defence”. Any
action threatening the safety of
troops and ipsmilations would also
be amwwed appropnately, he

amZan truce: Army guns |

n/“/l

1l silent

imunow OF OPPomuNmr' ‘

added.

Troops along the border and LoC
have been asked not to provide any
excuse to Pakistan to escalate the
situation. -

The government’s strategy is

garently based on the optimism

ected by the All" Parties
Hurnyat Conference  that
described the ceasefire as “a posi-
tive change in the thinking of the
Indian leadership”.

The people in the Valley are
happy that there would be no cor-
don-and-search operations this
time enabling them to offer extra
prayers during the month of
Ramzan without being harassed.

that thmgs remain quiet
from m itants’ side as well.

A peace march led by Javed
Hussain Shah, MLC, on the streets
of Srinagar was an indication of

the growing desperation for peace
Kashmir,

“People want peace. There is no
doubt sbout it and we want the
ceasefire to succeed beyond
Ramzan”, Javed told The
Hindustan Times.

That rally of 200-0dd pcople n’

Srinagar was followed by a massive
rally yesterday in Sonawari where
thousands said “yes” 1o ceasefire
and “no” to guns.

However, in the Jammu area,
local RSS and Shiv Sena units have
come out strongly agaiast the lat-
est government move.

tants continue to kill and maim
our peaple”.

Meanwhile, troops were called
out in all sensitive arees of Doda
district even as other parts of
Jammu witnessed demonstra-
tions agamst spate in minority

killings in the state.

Curfew was clamped on

.g Kishtwar where widespread

demogstrations had  been
lanned to protest against the
iﬂhng of five Hindu passengers
in Pattai Mahal jungles last
evening.

The security forces carried out
a flag march in Kishtwar and

Bhadetwah, two of the sensitive

towns, to wert any communal
troutsle,”

PAKISTAN IS
prepared to
. respond to
India’s offer of
the Ramzan

: ceasefire if
“India es upon the steps
it has earlier taken” This was
the impression that Humyat
{eader Abdul Gani Lone

Jammu and Kashmir BJP chief | during his talk with Pak
Daya Krishan' Kotwal reiterated Executive Gen. Musharraf in
his demand that the security forces Islamabad on Saturday.
be given free hand to deal mth the The meeting took place at the
mitants. invitation of Gen, Musharraf.
“The forces should not be - UNL, tsiamabad
ordered to stay quiet when mili- : /
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OR over two decades now

have there been constant

calls for revamping the
system of higher defence man-
agement, improving the quality
of advice tendered to govern-
ment on security related issues
and a realisation that these
extend far beyond the military
domain. Some experiments
have been attempted, there
have been a plethora of com-
mittees examining the various

. strands of security, yet the
' results are yet to manifest
. themselves in positive light.

tems and agencies |

' maintenance of na-

| pointed

When things go wrong there is
a tendency to trace the cause to
systemic failures.

Often lost in the somewhat
vociferous discussions within
what terms itself the “strategic
community” is the
importance of an

upgrade in the
guality and intell-
ectual honesty

among those man-
ning various sys- |
responsible for
tional security. Ac-
cusing fingers are
aggres-
sively, blame is ap-
portioned, nobody
cares to look with-
in. Systems and
structures are only
as good as the peo-
ple who operate
them, nobody is

By KEITH FLORY (¢ |

picked? Would those posts gofto
each Service by rotation? Thdse
are some of the questions being
asked.

Maybe the answers will be
available when the Group of
Ministers dealing with the re-
view of the security apparatus
makes public its recommen-
dations. Unfortunately enough
of a stink has already been
raised and it will take a rare
act of strong will by the
political leadership to enforce
the system it thinks best. To be
sure the resistance will not
come only from the section of
the Services that feels it is not
getting the best deal, Oppo-
sition parties will join the

TIONAL SECURITY

Nevv I\/Imasets Must Precede New Structures

the Air Force’s tirade against
the navy having aircraft
carriers. Or the Army wanting
to expand its aviation corps?
The lone attempt at an inte-
grated command came unstuck
when the Air Force broke loose
from the command structure in
the Andaman and Nicobar
islands. True there would also
be examples when the Army or
Navy was culpable.

What really stands in the way
of better management of
defence affairs is the inability
of the forces to abandon their
individual turfs — an Army-
run canteen store in Delhi
Cantonment was recently
closed to personnel of the other
two services in the wake of the
IAF police having allegedly
misbehaved with
the local GOC —
and effect a deal of
{ harmony in their
functioning. They
all swear that
modern warfare is
an integrated af-
fair, but are most
reluctant to
| tegrate their own
activities. Integra-
ion as a concept is
1 limited to showing
{the door to the
bureaucrats.

Until the forces
teach themselves
to get their act to-
gether and shun
petty rivalries

prepared to admit
shortcomings either individu-
ally or collectively.

QUESTIONS

Even the recent debate over

~ the efficiency of the National

Security Council was in danger
in getting side-tracked into a
dispute over the principal sec-

" retary to the prime minister

doubling as the national secu-
rity adviser. Many saw it asa K
Subrahamanyam vs Brajesh
Mishra affair, and it remains to
be seen whether the former’s
effort to dispel that notion will

" clear the air. The Council had

yet to establish its credentials,
it got sucked into murky

e same could hold true of
the reported moves to institute
chief of defence staff system.

/Already there are signs of the

proposal getting bogged down
in disputes between different
wings of the armed forces, even

" though all three made common
- cause in demanding reduction
: of the role played by the
+ bureaucrats in the ministry of
. defence. The Air Force has
. made it clear that it sees little
“merit in the CDS system and
" points out that the suggestion

had been rejected several years
ago by one of its most eminent

i leaders — the late Air Chief
- Marshal P C Lal.

Seemingly valid arguments
can be advanced for or against
any system, but listening to
them generates a gut-feeling

. that for all the pontification

about the criticality of inte-
gration, when it comes down to
doing something concrete turf
battles erupt. Would the CDS
have authority over the chiefs
of staff? Would that system
lead to joint commands and if
s0 from which service would
the overall commander be

The author is Special Repre-
sentative, The Statesman, New
Delhi.

battle — only to make condi-
tions uncomfortable for the
government. And that would
have happened if the .seating
arrangements in parliament
had been in the reverse order.

The forces do have a case
when complaining that every
proposal they submit to the
ministry of defence is subjected
to a process that begins with a
lowly desk officer, and often
that person is completely
ignorant of military matters.
There is also much validity to
the argument that acquisition
processes are so cumbersome
that funds often “lapse” at the
end of each fiscal. Even among
bureaucrats there is a view
that much of the work done by
the ministry should be trans-
ferred to the Service Head-
quarters. If that were done, one
of them quipped recently, he
too might be able to leave office
at 5 p.m. and head for the golf
course.

RELUCTANCE

The tongue-in-cheek to that
observation is not to be missed.
For all the complaining of the
uniformed community that
legitimate political control has
degenerated into bureaucratic
control it must be remembered
that the bureaucracy does
serve as a cushion. The forces
seldom directly face the flak for
any shortcomings. And as the
same bureaucrat pointed out,
the headaches military officers
suffer when dealing with the
Defence ministry would multi-
ply if they had to go straight to
his colleagues in the Finance
ministry.

The forces would be all too
happy if the bureaucratic
element of their management
were eliminated, but how
effective would they be in
managing their own affairs?
Who would play mediator in
the many inter-service disputes
that arise? Take one example,

there can be no
qualitative improvement in de-
fence management.

“EMPIRES”

A CDS system may be thrust
upon them should the govern-
ment opt in its favour and
display enough muscle to shove
it down their throats at the risk
of an adverse backlash. Yet all
that would be avoidable if the
top brass of the forces were
able to work out their own sys-
tem of management that con-
tributed to integrated planning
and operational action. They
have yet to display the will to
do so, it could mean the des-
truction of the “empires” they
built up over the years.

In the absence of integration
within the forces it would be
naive to believe that the pro-
cess could be elevated to the
level of an effective national
security council that provides
government with long term
inputs. Much would hinge on
the military input and while a
CDS system might ensure
“single point” input will it be a
consensus opinion of the forces?
Structures will prove inade-
quate unless mindsets change.

The events in Kargil last sum-
mer have necessitated at-
tempts at reviewing security
arrangements and the reports
of four task forces are before
the government. Their recom-
mendations would certainly
point to improvements in sys-
tems that have proved to be
inadequate. Yet the real test
will lie in the extent to which
all those involved in the
security effort — politicians,
defence personnel, bureau-
crats, intelligence agencies etc
— are prepared to sacrifice
their individual interests and
come up with a comprehensive
new road map. The present is a
rare opportunity, not to be mis-
sed. Unless we await another
bloody nose to set the “grey
matter” in motion.

in- -



J&K truce given a chance

9 —~
Arun Joshi/PTi :
Jammu/New Deihi, November 27

SECURITY FORCES today sus-
pended all combat operations In
Jammu and Kashmir in line with
the Ramzan cease-fire, hours
ahead of commencement of the
holy month. However, forces were
on high alert to thwart any attempt
by militant groups to carry out vio-
lent activities in the state, which
remained peaceful.

The security forces suspended
their operations since the wee
hours today in line with the
announcement made by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to
observe a month-long cease-fire in
the state, sources in New Delhi
said.

To security forces in the Valley,
the cease-fire is an exceptional

Un— 1
challenge amidst hopes of people
who hope violence would be at its
lowest during the holy month.

After the cecase-fire was
announced and the army outlined
the specifics, all wings of the secu-
rity forces were clear about their
task. Lt Gen H M Khanna,
General Officer Commanding in
Chief of Nogthern Command said
that while there would be no
offensive operations during the
month, it did not deny the soldiers
their right to retaliate in self
defence.

"No withdrawals will take place
from any where," a senior officer
of the northern command told The

Hzndu.stan Times "There will'be no-

vacuum",

It meant that there would be no
change in the deployment of
troops. "To us, the cease-fire is

more o non-mmatlon of combat
operatiohs and nothing else," the
officer said:~The Border Secunty
Force and Ceritral Reserve Police
Force chiefs in Kashmir also
echoed the officer's reaction.

The BSF and CRPF personnel
work differeatly from that of the
army because - these forces
man bunkers and guard country-
side and go in for regular
patrols.

These paramilitary forces patrol
the heart of the towns and interact
regularly with the people in their
areas. Their task is more difficult
because they have to deal with the
situation much more delicately..

BSF Chief in Kashnir G S Gill is
emphatic about the cease-fire and
its implementation. GiR said,
"Instructiotis Would e obeyed in
letter and spirit".

THE HINDUSTA' TIMEY
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Guns fall silent 1 in J &K, prlme peace

By Law Kumar Mlshra
The Tlmes of India News Serwce

JAMMU: All combat operations
against militants in Jammu and
Kashmir were suspended from
the early hours of Monday, but
security forces remained on guard
in case some militant groups tried
to vitiate the atmosphere with
attacks on soft targets. The Valley
remained virtually incident-free.

In another development, the
Pakistan Rangers have agreed not
to .re on civilians on the Indian
side of the border at the request of
the Border Security Force. BSF
inspector general V.N. Rai said on
Monday that an understanding in
this regard was reached during the
four-day meeting between the
Pakistan Rangers and the BSF in
Lahore last week.

J&K chief minister Farooq
Abdullah said the ceasefire would
bring India and Pakistan closer
and may even lead to a dialogue
between the two countries.
Security forces have asked the
militants to notify the nearest
army camp about their location,
he said.

Contacts have also been estab-
lished with various militant
groups with the aim of persuad-
ing them to resume talks with the
Centre. . Abdul Majid Dar, who
had anmounced the ceasefire on
behalf of the Hizbul Mujahideen
on the last occasion, is camping in
Srinagar. The militant groups are
said to be awaiting clarifications
from the government and
instructions from their own lead-
ers.

J&K home minister Mushtaq
Ahmed Lone said, “The militant
groups in Kashmir and Pakistan
have responded positively and
they may come for talks soon.”
Highly-placed sources told The
Times of India that leaders of the
militant outfit, Hizbul

HAWK AND THE DOVE: Union home minister L.K. Advani releases a dove after mnuguratmg a visitors’
gallery at Wagah on the Indo-Pak border on Sunday. Punjab chief minister Prakash Singh Badal is on the right.

Mujahideen, based in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, had held par-
leys with other hardcore groups on
Monday and had tried to convince
them of the need to respond
favourably to the PM’s ceasefire
offer.

The CM told The Times of India
here on Monday that a stage might
soon come when he might visit
Pakistan and the ceasefire

declared by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee could be extend-
ed beyond the holy Ramzan
month. Mr Abdullah said, “The
unilateral ceasefire will help end
violence in the state and create an
atmosphere conducive for Indo-
Pakistan talks. The Centre will
soon announce major steps to
restore peace in the state.

“Mr Vajpayee has taken a bold

step by declaring the unilateral
ceasefire. Nobody expected a uni-
lateral ceasefire from him, but Mr
Vajpayee has demonstrated that
India always believes in peace and
can go to any extent in its mission
to restore peace,” Mr Abdullah
said, adding, “I am sure the mili-
tants will soon give up the gun and
join the mainstream.”

> See Edit: Mission Peace, Page 10
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WITH THE TASK forces expected to submit their
reports by the weekend, the Group of Ministers
(GoM) set up by the Centre will review national
security in its entirety in the wake of the large
scale intrusions by Pakistani troops and foreign
mercenaries along the Line of Control in Kash-
mir. These four task forces were mandated to
study the various recommendations of the Sub-
rahmanyam Committee, which went into the
causes of Kargil and identified some of the loop-
holes in security management. The task force on
border management has already submitted its
report and this may be a more clear-cut picture.
While the international boundaries on the West
are laid down to a point, the problems arise
mainly on the Line of Control (LoC). In the north
and the east, the Centre has decided to fence the
borders with Bangladesh, where another kind of
problem persists — refugees. Even if it could take
another six to seven years, this is something that
needs to be done with a bilateral commitment.

It is the reports of the other three task forces
— internal security, management of defence and
intelligence — which could identify many grey
areas and weaknesses. Internal security becomes
a huge canvas and will have to address highly
sensitive issues including cross-border terrorism,
infiltration of ISI agents, susceptibility of ex-ser-
vicemen to become conduits of information, left-
wing extremism in some States and insurgency in
the Northeast. Though each of them has to be
dealt with separately, an overall strategy and co-
ordination has to be evolved in consultation with
the States. Defence management is something
that is better left to the uniformed forces and the
Ministry of Defence, but it is imperative for the
Defence Minister to complete the restructuring
of the Ministry that he promised to do last year.
There has to he a qualitative improvement in the
interaction 4nd relationship between the armed
forces and the bureaucrats running the Ministry.

I elliﬁfnce has emerged as the nucleus of

SECURITY IN ITS ENTIRETYQQ)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2000
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any security management system, but gppears to
be the main chink in the armour today\The Sub-
rahmanyam Committee has called for § greater
appreciation of the role of intelligence by all
agencies. It is imperative for various agencies
such as the Intelligence Bureau (IB), the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the Directorate-
General of Military Intelligence to share the in-
formation they have with one another and piece
together the whole picture. Inter-agency interac-
tion and coordination have been sadly lacking
and they have grown up more as rivals, compet-
ing with one another instead of complementing
one another. In the words of the Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, ‘“The present struc-
ture and processes in intelligence gathering and
reporting lead to an overload of background and
unconfirmed information and inadequately as-
sessed intelligence. There is no institutionalised
process for periodic interaction at levels below
the JIC.”

When the reports of the task forces come in,
the GoM has to sift through their recommenda-
tions and draw up a blueprint for security man-
agement in the country. Having set up a National
Security Council and appointed a National Secu-
rity Adviser, it is incumbent upon the Govern-
ment to make the best use of them. More than
the council and its advisory body, its Secretariat
has to become fully functional, bringing together
experts and officers from all the forces. Its first
priority must be to collect all the reports and
intelligence from various agencies, analyse and
interpret them and pass them on to the relevant
arm of the Government to act on. They must also
be able to collect, assess and utilise the intelli-
gence reports from the States, share information
with them and frustrate the plans of conspirators
and saboteurs. The GoM has its task cut out. In-
stead of presenting just another report to gather
dust, it must address the shortcomings identified
by the Subrahmanyam Committee.




Ceasefire

may be
called off

SHIVIATH JHA 9%\

TESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 29. — The
possibility of calling off the
Jammu and Kashmir ceasefire
midway in the month of Ram-
zan can’t be ruled out, if Intelli-
gence reports are any
indication.

Senior home ministry officials
today said the IB and defence
Intelligence operatives have re-
portedly forwarded reports to

the home ministry, saying the
govemmen‘t{q&)(u;ld réconsider
the “Ramza asefire” be-
cause it’s likely to ¢reate 3 ma-
jor problem for the armed for-
ces in in Kashmir Valley.

The Intelligence reports have
reportedly expressed serious
concern over the growing
threat to the armed forces
during the ceasefire.

Outfits like Lashkar-e-Tai-
yaba, Al-Badr, Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahideen and Jaish-e-Moham-
med have not only rejected Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s cease-
fire offer but also threatened to
intensify militant activities
during the period.

A senior PMO official said
that “after the announcement
of suspension of Army

. operations against the
militants in J&K by the Prime
Minister on 19 November, the
entire exercise is being done by
the home ministry. The PMO is
not directly involved in day-to-
day matters”.

The GOC-in-C, Northern
Command, Lt-Gen HM Khan-
na, complying with Mr Vajpa-
yee’s ceasefire announcement,
had said: “Offensive actions will
be suspended against all the

. militants outfits across the
board, irrespective of their
stance, standing and political
leanings. The Army will go in

- midwa

P

Y

for cessation of all offensive
operations and will exhibit res-
traint and resilience .. (and)
not attack despite provocation.”

The home ministry’s special
secretary, Mr TR Kakkar, also
looking after J&K affairs,
however, denied having any
information on the ceasefire
being withdrawn midway. “I
don’t have any knowledge,” he
said.

But then the ceasefire deci-

sion too was kept a secret till
the NDA meeting on 19 Nov-
ember. And even Mr Kakkar
was unaware of it till it became
public. “It should not have
happened that way, but it did,”
Mr Kakkar had said.
Pakistan warned: Mr
Jaswant Singh today said
India had resolved to defeat
Pakistan’s attempts to damage
peace prospects in J&K. “The
government is aware that
Pakistan is continuing with its
efforts to scuttle the peace
process,” the foreign minister
said in the Lok Sabha during
question hour.
‘No problems”: The Army will
have no problems because of
the ceasefire, the Army chief,
General S Padmanabhan, said
in Pune today, adds PTL “The
Army is not vulnerable to such
decisions... it will not under-
take any operations that would
create problems for the pepple,
but would surely reciprocate
attacks of militant groups.”

Speaking at the 99th passing
out parade of National Defence
Academy, he said the recent
killing of three jawans In
a mine blast should not

AN
be considered an outcome of ] ATESH‘”'?‘

the ceasefire. Militant groups
carry out such attacks to
hamper peace in the region
and they would be dealt with a *{
high hand.




- against Taliban

b |
sanuoy ciowohury 5\ » \Uor the Army if Masood falls

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \%

NEW DELH]I, Oct. 12. — The
survival of Ahmed Shah
Masood, Afghan rebel leader,
and the continuation of his
fight against the Taliban could
help reduce _

and the ISI with Taliban
decides to concentrate fully on
Jammu and Kashmir.

Masood fought against the
Soviets when they invaded
Afghanistan in 1979 till they
left in 1987, and then against

. Pakistan-sup-

fighting mili-
tants in Jammu
and Kashmir.
The defence
establishment
rates Masood as

.JAMMU, Oct. 12. — Three
India Reserve Police cops,
abducted by militants on
Tuesday from the Draba area
of Poonch, were shot by their
captors yesterday. Their bod-

pressure on the — -ported Taliban,
security forces COPS KILLED being a sup-

porter of the
Rabbani gov-
ernment. There
are reports that
the Putin gov-
ernment,

-man. who 1is

g fierce fighter

and an honest river. — PTI

ies were found in the Suran

alarmed by
Taliban’s ideol-
0gy, is thinking

“sticking

around” in Afghanistan and
fighting the Taliban. There is a
belief that he should be
“propped up”.

“He has genuine principles
and is not an adventurer who
will make some money and dis-
appear,” a senior official said.

Senior officials believe that as
long as Masood survives, the
ISI, which is supplying equip-
ment and advisors to the
Taliban, will not pay much
attention to -Jammu and
Kashmir,

But Masood’s units were
defe:ated in a few recent battles
(with ISI’s help) and thé& area
under his influence has
shrurik. Bad as the situation
may be, things could be worse

oif keeping an
eye on pro-Masood forces. This
was discussed when the
Russian President visited India
recently. .

So far, the Pakistani strategic
aims appear to have largely
succeeded. The Taliban are
largely in contrel in
Afghanistan. The attacks from
POK by militants have kept
much of the Indian Army occu-
pied either on the border to
stop infiltration or in the
Kashmir Valley fighting a diffi-
cult battle. This has led to
steady losses of officers and
men, which though not very
serious, are causing concern.

More importantly, there ‘was
the Kargil invasion which was
foiled at great cost.

THE STATESHAN
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Indigenous Efforts Have Mostly Fajled

By KEITH FLORY g’\‘JO There are attit kgal prob-

HERE is a flip side to the

“euphoria over the decks

being cleared for acquir-
ing a host of modern weapon
systems, and that process is
not limited to the arrange-
ments fine-tuned during the
Russian President's visit,
Those acquisitions only confirm
that none of the major indige-
nous development efforts figure

" in the operational profile of the
* armed forces in the immediate

. tion proposal i

future. Almost every acquisi-

T

T

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
laments that only those two
projects come under critical
scrutiny, its other achieve-
ments are ignored. Yet even
the missile programme has not
delivered, at least not the mis-
siles that would fit into actual
operations in the current envi-
ronment.

The long-range Agni-I and

"MOLIOW0)

lems too. It is an ppen secret
that the Air Force never threw
its full weight behind the LCA
lest it wind up being saddled
with a donkey, as some say the
army will be when talking of
the MBT, By and large, the
relationship between the forces
and the DRDO/Defence Produc-
tion units is one of buyer-seller.
The DRDO would complain

that the forces demand “every-
thing” in an Indian product, -
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Cong demands
Mahajan’s
resignation

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 20

lan to post fr
IAS recruits to J&

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 20

WY

THE CONGRESS has demanded
the resignation of Union
Information Technology Minister
Pramod Mahajan and has sought
an impartial probe into the alleged
largesse bestowed by Prasar
Bharati on his son's company.

Expressing concern over the alle-
gations of misuse of power by
Mahajan, AICC spokesperson
Anand Sharma said it was shock-
ing that the minister's son's pro-
gramme Truck Dhina Dhin was
telecast in brazen violation of the
rules.

"The programme was commis-
sioned when Mahajan was the
Information and Broadcasting
Minister and despite the fact that
the company owed Rs 6.5 crore, it
was not discontinued, Moreover,
the revelation that this was felici-
tated by the Prasar Bharati CEQ is
even more shameful," Sharma said.

Terming it as a case of nepotism
and misuse of power, Sharma said
Mahajan's attitude was cavalier
and had showed it consistently in
his functioning as a Minister. "This
was also underscored by the highly
controversial Sankhya Vahini pro-
ject. These present allegations are
yet another addition to his report
card, considering the persistent
char$es levelled against him in the
past,” he added.

Calling for an imgartial probe
into the matter, Sharma said
Mahajan was treating the Union
Government as his fief.

DEFENCE MINISTER Gelorge
Fernandes today said that the
Government was considering a
proposal to post newly-appointed
Indian Administrative
Service (LAS) officers in
Jammu and Kashmir in
a bid to revamp the
administration in the
strife-torn state.
Talking to mediaper-
sons at Rashtrapati
Bhawan after the gal-
lantry awards presenta-
tion, Fernandes said
“We are thinking of ‘
posting just passed out batch of
IAS to Jammu and Kashmir for a
period of one or two years.”
Fernandes, who along with
Home Minister LK. Advani is
scheduled to address the Unified
Command in Srinagar on Sunday,
said the issue of posting of IAS
officers would be given a "con-
crete" shape after discussions with
Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah.
"Many of the IAS recruits under-
going training have volunteered to
serve in J&K after assing out of
the academy,” e Minister
claimed. Young ofﬁcers were right-
ly suited for such postings since
they could give their best and also
“they did not have famihes"
Fernandes, who is scheduled to
visit forward posts in Himachal
Pradesh and Siachen, said the
security forces had done a "com-
mendable job" in the Valley in the

\\ {Uast three months by neutralisin

Pakistan-backed terrorists. n
reports of Chinese incursions in
Arunachal Pradesh, he said while
he was not aware of any such inci-
dent, he would verify the reports.

Among the nine Kargil heroes
honoured by the
President at the cere-
mony today, two were

| honoured posthumous-
Wl ly. Major Prabhu Nath
Prasad, Naik BM
Sm (Eosthumou

G.K. Rai, Subedal

Nlrmal Sin, (posthu-
mously), Subedar Tashi
Chhepal, Lt. Col KPR.
Hari, Captain 8S.B.
Ghnldnyal and Captain Deepankar
Kapoor Singh were all awarded Vir
Chakra,

Sepoy Imliakum of 2 Naga
Battalion was awarded Mahavir
Chakra. The nation's second high-
est wartime gallantry medal was
bestowed on him for "exemplary
courage, valour and determina-
tion" in fighting Pak intruders in
Mushkoh Valley in July last.

Northern Army Commander Lt
Gen Hari Mohan Khanna and
Southern Army Commander Lt
Gen N.C. Vij were among 33
senior officers to be presented
Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal and
Uttam Yudh Seva Medal, respec-
tively, While Lt.Gen. Khanna was
at the helm of affairs as Northern

Army Commander durin the
Kargil conflict, Lt. was
the Director G; er Military

Operations.
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/" A Stillborn NSC

No Culture of Strategic Thinking

G\/ \O /)6\, \O By K SUBRAHMANYAM

National Security Council

(NSC) was announced in 1998,
though its formal constitution was
approved in a government resolu-
tion only on April 16, 1999. The
council has not so far met even
once. This non-functioning of the
council has raised questions on its
utility. Since a National Security
Council constituted by the VP

Singh government also proved dys-

functional, there is a real danger of
the concept of a National Security
Council being repudiated in the
public mind.

If that were to happen, not only
would it be extremely unfortunate
for Indian security, it would also
demonstrate that in spite of its loud-
ly-proclaimed commitment to na-
tional security, the National Demo-
cratic Alliance leadership does not
have a correct understanding of the
concepts of long-term national se-
curity management. Effective long-
term management of naticnal secu-
rity is far more complex than con-
ducting nuclear tests. . ‘

The NSC is a committee of five
cabinet ministers (prime minister,
ministers of external affairs, de-
fence, home and finance) and the
deputy chairman Planning Com-
mission with the National Security
Adviser (NSA) as the channel for
servicing the NSC. The role of the
council is to advise the government
on integrated thinking and coordi-
nated application of the political,
military, diplomatic, scientific and
technological resources of the state
to protect and promote national se-
curity goals and objectives. National
security in the context of the nation
needs to be viewed not only in mili-
tary terms but also in terms of inter-
nal security, economic security,
technological strength and foreign
policy, so the resolution declares.

There is a cabinet committee on
national security (CCNS) which
consists of five cabinet ministers
who are also members of the NSC.
" This cabinet committee, as a deci-
. sion-making body in respect of cur-

! rent issues, meets as often as neces-

sary. The NSA attends it in his ca-
pacity as principal secretary to the
prime minister. The only missing
member of the NSC in the CCNS is
the deputy chairman of the Plan-
ning Commission. In these circum-
stances, some people feel that there
is no need to have two bodies. Ei-
ther the NSC can be abolished or
the CCNS be renamed the NSC, so
runs the argument.

There does not appear to be a
clear understanding of the two dif-
ferent and distinct roles of the

CCNS and the NSC. The former is -

like all other cabinet committees in-
tended to approve decisions sought
on current policy issues and pro-
grammes by different ministries.
The cabinet committees are usually
executive bodies focused on actions
of current relevance. The NSC was
very correctly cast in the role of a
deliberative body which would ad-
vise the government on long-term
issues, especially external security
environment, high technology
security threats and trends in
world economy. It would also advise
on economic security threats
including in energy, foreign trade,
food, finance and ecology, internal
security, patterns of alienation
emerging in the country, especially
those with a social, communal or
regional dimension.

To play this role, the NSC needed
afull-time NSA. The prime minister
has chosen to have one person as
both his principal secretary and
NSA. Though this is not the opti-

IN BRIEF =

¢ The NDA government does
not really understand
long-term national security
management

¢ The CCNS and NSC have two
different and distinct roles

¢ The PM’s principal secretary
doubling up as NSA needs
a dedicated secretariat for
national security

* The NSC needs long-term
assessments on all its areas
of responsibility and
specialists to produce
policy inputs

mum arrangement, if the prime
minister wanted it that way it need
not be questioned. Then appropri-
ate organisational support and pro-
cedures should have been devised
to enable the NSA with shared re-
sponsibilities for two full-time posts
to function effectively. While he has
staff as principal secretary, he has
none dedicated wholly to support
him in the role of NSA.

The old Joint Intelligence Com-

mittee (JIC) staff has been redesig-
nated as the NSC secretariat
(NSCS) and it is expected to serve
the NSC in its role as a long-term
planner in addition to discharging
its earlier function as the apex intel-
ligence assessment agency. Its fail-
ures as apex assessment agency
have already been highlighted. Fur-
ther, if the NSC is to function effec-
tively, it needs long-term assess-
ments on all the areas of its respon-

* sibility. The conversion of the JIC

into the NSCS showed the basic
weakness of our political class — in-
adequate appreciation of the role of
assessed intelligence and its prefer-
ence for an adhocist style of deci-
sion-making. In addition to its as-
sessment responsibilities in the
last year, the NSCS had to service
an active National Security Adviso-
ry Board, the Kargil Review
Committee and the four task
forces set up-on the basis of its
recommendations. It is, therefore,
understandable why the NSCS has
proved stillborn since the NSCS is
fully pre-occupied otherwise.

There is the usual attitude born of
the culture of reactive decision-
making in India that when a crisis
occurs it will be brought to the at-
tention of the NSC. We waited for
threats to materialise in 1947-48,
1962,1965,1971 and 1999 before we
reacted. The same culture led some
of our leaders to ask what the im-
mediate threat was that compelled
the nuclear tests, as though a
country can prepare to meet a nu-
clear threat after it occurs. This
inability to make decisions proac-
tively underlies our slow growth
rate, our poor performance in
poverty elimination, eradication
of illiteracy and inadequacy in
infrastructure development.

When information technology
spreads, there will be new threats to
our security and economy. With the
major transformation of the inter-
national security paradigm which is
yet to be understood fully by major
sections of our political class and bu-
reaucracy, there will be new prob-
lems affecting our security. The bu-
reaucrats and politicians are content
to deal with a large number of files
concerning mostly less important is-
sues which should normally be dis-
posed of at lower levels. They have
allowed themselves no time to think
and are incapable of coming up with
long-range assessments and policy
formulations as inputs to the NSC.

Therefore, a dedicated secretari-
at, staffed by specialists in different
disciplines, is absolutely essential to
make the NSA perform the role ex-
pected of him. Otherwise, this NSC
will go the way of V P Singh’s one.
The NDA government will prove
that it is no different from its prede-
cessors in its decision-making cul-
ture and commitment to long-term
national security. Perhaps the prime
minister should call a meeting of
the NSC to introspect why it is not
able to function. The problem today
is who will tell the emperor that he
is not wearing any clothes. No one
in his own court, it would appear.
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them will be dual-seaters points ito them being
configured to deliver advanced weaponry as well
as to undertake long-range missions.

The aircraft will be the "H’ variant of the
Mirage 2000, similar to those in the two
squadrons which the IAF currently flies. At one
stage, much serious thought had been given to
getting the more recently-developed Mirage
2000-V (the dash-five in technical parlance). But
the Air Force eventually settled for the "H’. The
logic behind the decision was that the 10 aircraft
were being bought to make up for the four
planes that have had to be written off since the
Mirage 2000 was first inducted in 1986, and to
cater to future losses through accidents or tech-
nical problems. A high degree of commonality
would make for cost-effective management.

There would have been little point in going for
just 10 “dash-fives”; it would involve changing
training patterns, combat tactics, require a new
maintenance regime and holding another large
inventory of spares, the Chief of the Air Staff
told reporters recently. Air Chief Marshal AY
Tipnis also made it clear that 10 new planes
would be built for the IAF in accordance with
specifications laid down by it. He had ridiculed
reports that India would be getting aircraft orig-
inally meant for another air force.

{  While the acquisition would be shown as a
* replenishment exercise and not the induction of
~ -~ =latfarm, the IAF is clearly look-

(Continued from Page 1)

"MIRAGE:

ing ahead when ordering six of the\dual-seater
version. Of its present fleet of over' 40 planes,
only two or three are dual-s eaters, ehsentially
“type-trainers”. But the six n ew planes will be
“trainers-plus”, to quote an Air Force officer.

On certain operational miss:ions, the second
pilot will serve as the “systerns operator”, in
effect tasked with ensuring efifective weapons
delivery, leaving the other pilot free to concen-
trdte on flying to the target zone. “I don’t have to
spell out what kind of weapons s ystems we are
talking about” the officer said with a chuckle.
The two-pilot system would also niake for long-
range missions.The work-load wouid be shared
to reduce the fatigue factor. With tlhe IAF confi-
dent that it would be acquiring ai1*-to-air refu-
elling capability within a few years, its “reach”
would be considerably enhanced.

It is significant that the 17 Jaguars now on
order, as well as the 40 aircraft covered in the
first phase of the SU-30 programme, are all
dual-seaters.

The IAF acquired the Mirage 2000 in 1986, and
they were first used in operations to “escort” the
AN-32s that reached humanitarian relief to the
people of Jaffna during the economic blockade of
northern Sri Lanka. Subsequently they e:scorted
the IL-76s that ferried troops to the Maldives
during the attempted coup in the islands.

It was during the Kargil conflict last year that
the Miirage 2000 showed its class, particularly
its capacity to accurately deliver laser-designat- |
ed bombs to miniscule targets.

to get 10
more M iraggcs
STATESMAI}N ls,senwcz

NEW DELHI, Sep( 4

—}--

! tCablnet has approveq ;mql:]iili(»
i tion .of 10 more Mirage L’{)f)ﬂ
trﬁulltl-role combat. ajrc::xf; for
ﬁef_AF‘, the ministry of defence ‘
confirmed heye today. The R
I ,500-crore contract jg ected

h 1S expectad
/ he sealed 5001 and delivopy js
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anes are hejp
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| lous losses, that SiX of

N See MIRAGE: page 4
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//TAF chief rejects phasiﬁ/g%q,f

out ‘overgged’ MiG-21s

Shillong, September 4 ﬂ/”\)

CHIEF OF Air Staff Anil
Yashwant Tipnis on Monday ruled
out the immediate and complete
phasing out of MiG 21 aircraft say-
ing their replacement would cost
thousands of crores of rupees,
which the country could not afford
now.

The air chief marshal said,
“despite the MiG fighter aircrafts
having crashed many times recent-
ly, we cannot do away with such
operational aircraft because no
country in the world simply dispos-
es of its old stock and purchases
the latest advanced jet trainers
suddenly...We try to get the maxi-
mum life out of the existing sys-
tem”.

At the Eastern Air Command
headquarters based in upper
Shillong, Tipnis told reporters that
he hoped he would be able to
announce some good news on the
IAF Raising Day regarding the
procurement of the British Hawk
Advanced Jet Trainers (AJT). The

Russian Sukhoi 30s would also be
inducted into the IAF soon.

The air chief refused to admit
that the MiG crashes occurred
because of “overage”. The media
is sensationalising the issue and
projecting that these aircraft are
flying coffins, he said.

“We are not demoralised by such
sensational media coverage and
the accidents because accidents
are a part of aviation...We are
always ready to face any situation;
from rescuing people during natur-
al calamities to guarding the trou-
bled western front,” he said.

The air chief reiterated that
although the recent accidents were
not as alarming as was reported,
the IAF was not being complacent.
He, however, admited that last
year was a ‘bad year’.

He said modernisation was a
continuous process and should go
hand in hand with development of
human resources in the Indian Air
Force.

Tipnis said negotiations for the
purchase of the airborne warning

and control systems (AWACS) and
the development of the light fom-
bat aircraft (LCA) were at\ an
advanced stage.

Talks on acquiring AWACS are
going ahead but certain precau-
tionary measures need to be taken
and some contingencies covered
before the final deal, he said.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) was working on the LCA
and according to the Defence
Minister, the first flight would be
ready by the end of this year.

He dispelled rumours that the
eastern sector was not equipped
with technically developed Radar.
“On the contrary this zone possess-
es some state-of-the-art Radar
which even the western sector does
not possess, he said. The Chief of
Air Staff said in order to improve
aircraft detection, an unmanned
aerial observatory system was on
the anvil. Earlier in the day, Tipnis
inaugurated the Eastern Station
Commanders’ conference.

(Agencies)

MHE HINDUSTAN TIE:



abinet panel
gives nod forye®
purchase of 10
Myrage fightersy»”

CABINET CXQH ee on
Securily (CCS) has approved the
of 10 Mirage-2000H
multi-rok fighters for the Indian
Air ForceMrom France.

IAF sources said that the fighters
would be purchased at the cost of
Rs 1,500 crore from French
Dassault Aviation company. It is
learnt that the deal was approved
by the CCS in its last meeting held
in August. The aircraft will be
delivered within 34 months of the
deal being signed.

According to sources, the fight-
ers are being purchased as “strike
off wastage", which essentially
means that the new jets will make
up for the fighters that have been
lost in operations. Mirage 2000H
fighters were inducted into the
IAF in 1986. The IAF has some 40
of these fighters, which performed
admirably in the Kargil war.

It is understood that six out of
the 10 new Mirage 2000 fighters
will be twin seaters. This means
that these aircraft can be used for
training purposes as well as for sys-
tem operations. The twin-seater
fighters are ideal for long patrols
and can be refueled in mid-air.
HTC, New Dethi




/ & INDIA’S SPACE PROGRAMME

“THE PLANS OF the Indian Space Research Orga-
‘nisation (ISRO) to launch a separate meteorolog-
fcal satellite (METSAT) are a reflection of the
confidence it has built up for handling a hi-tech
‘project of this kind. The proposed launching of
the satellite at the end of next year on India’s
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) should give
‘the ISRO enough time to achieve perfection with
‘Such an assignment which should be the tough-
est it has taken up so far.

The need for building a separate METSAT
-seems to have risen from the extra burden
thrown so far upon ISRO’s Indian National Satel-
lites (INSAT) whih have been designed primarily
to provide communication and broadcasting ca-
pability. If in addition to this, meteorological da-
ta inputs to the Very High Resolution
Radiometers (VHRR) have also been fed into the
-orbiting INSAT vehicles, it has been possible be-
.cause of the multiplicity of the capabilities al-
ready built into them. It is, however, not
,surprising that the ISRO has run into problems
with the VHRR possibly because of INSAT vehi-
cles having to carry out jobs which had not been
anticipated earlier. The complexity of ensuring
that the INSAT carries out assignments very
much varying from each other in the demands
"they make could be seen from the generation of
ddore and more heat by the increasing volume of
radio transmissions. A requirement for the prop-
er functioning of the VHRR is that their thermal
sensors should not get heated and this calls for

.their being protected by a cooling system. The
.complexity of space engineering needed for im-
_parting so much resilience to the capabilities of
ithe INSAT has obviously left no choice for the
I8RO but to have a METSAT exclusively designed
to meet the needs of wholly error-free weather
-forecasting,

There has been global recognition of India
having scrupulously avoided putting its satellites
to military use. The payload of the PSLV rockets

has increased from just 40 kg in 1

cles has been less than $ 10 millions. The
disciplinary programme which the launching of
the PSLVs as well as the Geo-Stationary Launch

" Vehicles (GSLVs), for which the groundwork has

already been laid, spreads from the lifting of the
same from a 15-foot-high 275-tonne launch vehi-
cle from the Sriharikota launch pad to the mak-
ing of liquid propulsion systems and the farming
out of components for the high-thrust Vikas en-
gines to manufacturers as far apart as Thiruva-
nanthapuram and Mumbai. The progress which
the ISRO has made not merely with the launch-
ing of its satellites incorporating state-of-the-art
technology but also at a high level of cost effi-
ciency could be seen from its having spent not
more than $ 20 millions for the launching of its
400-tonne IRS-1D PSLV while China had to spend
twelve times more for its similar Long Marcb 3B
rocket three years ago. The earnings from ISRO’s
satellite launches from the commercial sales of
broadcasting, weather and meteorological data
were estimated at around $ 100 millions annual-
ly. The investments on the huge infrastructure
required for the launching of its space vehicles
have also been very much less than that incurred
in the other space-faring nations.

The ISRO is looking forward to stepping up [
the country’s earnings from space launches by
the sales of its satellite photographic data. Its An-
trix Corporation had earlier signed a global mar-
keting arrangement with the EOSAT Corporation
of the U.S. for the sale of its satellite data. Further
improvements in high resolution photography
could step up ISRO’s earnings by at least 30 per
cent within this decade. Not the least remarkable
but also a sad aspect of India’s entry into space is
that so much has been achieved so fast while as
much as 40 per cent of its population lives below
the poverty line.
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locate weapons
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE éﬁ( l ﬂ q\

NEW DELHI, Sept. 9. — The weapon-locating radar msly be a
“defensive weapon”, but its absence during the Kargil conflict cost
the Army many lives. The Army has been trying to acquire one
since the mid-Bighties, but hasn’t succeeded yet.

During the Kargil conflict, many gun positions received hits,
killing and injuring personnel and in many cases, the towed 155
mm Bofors guns were moved around as the Pakistani army could
locate Indian gun positions. All this because the Army did not
have a weapon-locating radar (WLR). i

The WLR is less than effective in the mountains as it has o
track the shell after it is fired and when the trajectory is
“upward”. In Kargil too, the mountains would have come in the
way, and the radar would have failed to track the trajectory. But,
the Army now denies this.

Top officials believe that even in the mountains it would
have been possible to track down the general area with new
software observing the shell’s later flight path. With that infor-
mation, working out where the enemy batteries would have been
easy.

The Army recently overruled the Defence Research and
Development Organisation’s claim that the indigenous Rajendra
radar can be modified to produce a WLR radar and called for the
immediate procurement of a foreign device.

The WLRs currently available in the international market are
the Hughes ANTPQ-36 and 37, a 'model produced by Erikssons,
the Cobra, another model developed by the French, Germans and
the British and a Ukranian model. The Erikssons, howéver have
a shorter range of about 20 km, and the Cobra has just hit the
market after ironing out most of its problems.

Some casualties could have been avoided if the radar offered
by Hughes was purchased in the mid-Nineties. Top DRDO offi-
cials then felt that the Rajendra radar could be modified. Then
came the post-Pokhran sanctions and all such purchases were
blocked.

Despite working on a WLR from the mxd»Elghtles, the DRDO is
still far from it. And now that the Cobra is out as is the Ukranian
WLR, the Army is pushing for just a few pieces of the radar. In
fact, they could be used profitably during the shelling duels on the
LoC officials said.

THE STATESWAR
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 21: The
inter-governmental agree-
ments for the purchase of the

Russian aircraft carrier, the
Admiral Gorshkov, 46 MiG-

| 29K naval jets and four Tu-22

Backfire bombers are likely to
be signed when the Russian
president, Mr Vladimir Putin,
visits India from 2 October.

Senior Naval officials held
discussions with Russian dele-
gations today to work out the
final details before the signing
of the agreements. The agree-
ments, however, do not mean
that the equipment will be pur-
chased. It only means a desire
to buy, officials said.

The purchases were held up
as the Russians wanted a
“package deal,” meaning they
wanted to sell the Backfire
bomber only if the Indians
bought the Gorshkov. The price
negotiations will begin only
after the inter-governmental
agreements are signed.

The last offer made for the
Gorshkov, a 40,000 ton aircraft
carrier, anchored off
Murmansk near the Arctic
Circle was $US 734 million for
refitting and refurbishing. The
carrier was officially offered
free of cost by the Russians.
One reason for the delay is the
demand for several technical *
papers on the carrier by the
Navy. Senior naval officials
including the chief of person-

nel, Vice-Admiral Arun

likely

® O \}(, \
isit.
%fg 17V

Prakash, have inspected the
carrier. ' '

Along with the aircraft carri-
er would come 40 MiG-29K
naval fighter aircraft and six
trainers. The discussions about
the Backfire Bomber are of
comparatively recent vintage
— the Gorshkov deal has been
on the anvil for over five years.
India wants to purchase the
Tu-22 ME, the export model of
the reconnaissance version of
the long-range aircraft. The
plane, it is learnt, can be refit-
ted for strike.capabilities
though the Navy does not con-
firm that.

If the Backfire bomber is pur-
chased, it is likely to ensure
the Navy has a very long
reach, essential in modern
warfare.

Besides the naval purchases,
part of a deal that could cost
over $1 billion, the army is
expecting to buy 100-120 T-90
tanks and sign an agreement
for the transfer of technology
for another 200 or so. The
Indian Air Force is likely to
ask for speeding up of the
delivery of the Sukhoi-30 and
also, the platform for fitting
the airborne early warning sys-
tem. That could mean the
Ilyushin-76 though any Boeing
or Airbus plane could also do.
Indo-Russian pact: India and
Russia will sign an agreement
&n the peaceful use of nuclear
energy during Russian
President Mr Vladimir Putin’s
visit to New Delhi beginning 2
October.




Paramilitary forces to come under
unified command over next 5 yrs

Sudhi Ranjan Sen 1~ |
New Dethi, September 27

oA
THE COUNTRY’S four main

paramilitary forces, the Border
Security Force, the Central Reserve
Police Force, the Indo-Tibetian
Border Police and the Central
Industrial Security Force are to be
brought under a unified command
over the next five years. Their oper-
ations, training and intelligence are
- to be shared to improve the coun-
try’s internal security management.
The Cabinet Committee on
Security earlier this month
agreed—in principle—to the plan

for a unified command mooted by
the Union Home ministry. The four
forces are to retain their individual-
ity but, under the proposed unified
command, they are expected to
function more homogenously in
combating insurgency and border
security. Simultaneously, there is to
be upgradation of the weaponry the
quartet of forces will have access to
and training.

The process of integration and
modernisation will also be accom-
panied by the introduction of a
Global Imaging System (GIS). The
GIS system would be used for co-
ordinating counter-terrorism oper-

ations and keeping vigil in the bor-
der areas. The software for the GIS
is being developed indigenously.

A total of 209 new battalions will
also be raised for the four forces. Of
them, 17 would be in place as early
as the next 12 months. According to

- the policy paper, the cost of raising

the new battalions would be about
Rs 550 crore while the recurring
cost would be about Rs 1,800 crore
annually.

The Central Industrial Security
Force is likely to be given a new role
that could include counter-terror-
ism operaticyand law and order

duties. /S
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/SECURITY FORCES GAIN UPPER HAND: ADVANI

Report on national .
by next month

security

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 27. While assert-
ing that security agencies and po-
lice forces had made silent
progress in recent times in pre-
serving the country’s internal se-
curity, the Union Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, today asked the
keepers of law to instil a sense of
security in the common man.

He credited the security ma-
chinery with three recent achieve-
ments of detecting and
eliminating Pakistani ISI mod-
ules, unravelling an anti-India
conspiracy of the Deendar Anju-
man in attacking Christians and
keeping up the fight against mil-
itancy in Jammu and Kashmir.

“In the past 10 days, security
forces have killed an all-time high
of 124 militants in Jammu and
Kashmir. In the past 24 days,
about 200 militants have been
killed,” he told reporters after in-
augurating the 35th three-day
conference of the Directors-Gen-
eral of Police, State Intelligence
Chiefs and Chiefs of Central Para-
Military Forces at Vigyan Bhavan
here.

Between July and September,
441 militants had been killed in
Jammu and Kashmir. The figure
for the corresponding period in
1998 and 1999 was much less.

In the post-Kargil period, secu-
rity forces were ‘‘gradually and
systematically” gaining an upper

a %The achievements of the
sequpity agencies and police
forpes in unearthing the Pakistani
debign to destabilise the country
and unravelling the Deendar An-
juman’s conspiracy were results
of smooth coordination between
the Centre and State police forces.

Addressing the DGPs, 1Gs and
senior officers, Mr. Advani said
the Group of Ministers (GoM)
would deliberate next month on
the reports of the four Task Forces
relating to the national security
issues in their entirety and finalise
its recommendations.

Three of the four Task Forces
were expected to submit their re-
ports by this weekend and the
GoM would take up discussions
in October. While the Task Force
on Border Management had al-
ready submitted its report, others
on internal security, management
of defence and intelligence were
likely to submit their reports
soon.

Set up by the Prime Minister to
review the national security sys-
tem in general and consider the
recommendations of the Kargil
Review Committee in particular,
the GoM, headed by Mr. Advani,
had been asked to make recom-
mendations on questions of na-
tional security in its entirety. Mr.
Advani said the conference could
also give suggestions to the GoM.

Stressing that security was one

of the key components of good
governance, the Minister called
upon the police officials to work
conscientiously for restoring the
common man's faith in the sys-
tem.

Recalling Nobel laureate, Prof.
Amartya Sen’s priority areas of
education and health, he said se-
curity could be added as the third
key component.

Quoting a recent survey by a
news magazine on international
corruption perception, Mr. Adva-
ni regretted that India figured in
the 69th place.”Politicians, bu-
reaucrats and police officials have
contributed a lot for India’s 69th
place,” he said. Those at the helm
of affairs should be' above board,
efficient, honest and of unques-
tionable integrity.

“The wrongdoers should be in
awe of the police but the common
man should have trust in the law-
enforcing machinery,” he said.

In his welcome address, the Di-
rector, Intelligence Bureau, Mr.
Shyamal Dutta, said policing was
going to be a tough task in the
coming years because of orga-
nised crime, gun-running and
population growth. He favoured
the continuation of a debate on
the need for federal law to deal
with crimes such as drug traffick-
ing, cyber crime, economic of-
fences, militancy and fake

currency. /
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By Atul Anej

LEH, SEPT.27. By repositioning and
rearming itself, a stiffened Indian
Air Force (IAF) is playing a central
role in preventing future Kargil-
type intrusions in Ladakh.

The IAF is the key to India’s “‘for-
ward policy” in Ladakh. This re-
volves around forward
deployments of troops along most
of the Line of Control (LoC), the
interim boundary which divides
India and Pakistan. India has also
occupied most of the dominating
heights along the Saltoro ridge
which flanks the 76-km-long Sia-
chen glacier. The eastern Karako-
ram range defines the eastern wall
of Siachen. India has geared itself
to prevent Pakistani incursions
along the key sectors of Dras-
Mushkoh, Kaksar and Kargil by de-
ploying more well-armed troops
throughout the year there. Indian
security planners, after the Kargil
war, are also pulling all stops to
prevent a Pakistani intrusion be-
yond Kargil across the Indus river
in Ladakh.

As in the Kargil war, security
analysts apprehend that Pakistan
could launch a pincer strike in the
area straddling the Shyok river val-
ley in Ladakh. A brigade-strong Pa-
kistani forces can attempt to
breach the India-held Chorbatla
pass and then descend the Shyok
river valley, a tributary of the In-
dus, towards Khalsar, not far from
Leh. Another body of troops, not
more than a battalion, can simul-
taneously try and breach the pas-
ses on the Southern Siachen

I LY L}

punch enhanced to
oil Kargil-type intrusi

The Air Force MI-17 helicopters on a supply mission at the
Siachen Glaciers. — Photo: S. Subramanium

glacier and then descend towards
Khalsar to merge with the main as-
saulting shaft coming in from
Chorbatla side.

Indian occupation of Siachen is
therefore necessary to keep one of
the eastern doors to Kashmir via
Ladakh shut. The vulnerable posts
along the glacier where an intru-
sion is possible are the two passes
— Bilafond La, and Gyongla on the
southern side of the glacier. Indian
troops, not surprisingly, are well
positioned along the heights dom-
inating these cavities in the glacier
area. For instance, Indian forces
occupy the posts Bana and Sonam
which overlook the relatively flat
ground which adjoins Bilafond La.

Unlike India, the Pakistani road
network stretches very close to the
glacier area, making it easier for it
to keep its forces well supplied. For

instance, the Dhansam road junc-
tion which is connected to the
rear-end of the Pakistani supply
bases trifurcates close to the gla-
cier. Troops and supplies can then
be pumped along these arteries to-
wards Gyongla and Bilafond la, in-
creasing: the pressure on the
Southern glacier. Yet another off-
shoot of Dhansam terminates
close to the Sia la pass on the
northern edge of the glacier.

With Indian troops stretched
along Siachen, the sole responsib-
ility of keeping these forces fed,
clothed and armed all round the
year lies with the IAF. The Mi-17
helicopter squadron, Condors, is
playing a leading role in this task.
The Mi-17s which can carry a max-
imum load of four tonnes, pick
supplies either from Leh or the for-
ward air field of Thoise. The cargo

ons., "

Vv

is then dropped either directly in
close proximity of the troops,
mainly along the Southern glacier,
or at the Siachen base camp for
stocking. With Siachen being fully
air maintained, the flurry of take-
offs and landings has made the
Siachen base camp, one of the
busiest helipads in the world.

New generation copters

As the winter begins to descend
in Ladakh, the IAF has already
completed the task of stocking the
army posts for the coming months.
1t is now gearing itself to face the
challenge of the hostile winter
ahead. Not surprisingly, the IAF's
helicopter fleet is being upgraded
with the induction of more power-
ful machines.

The Condors, in fact, will be the
first IAF helicopter unit to induct
the new generation Mi-17 V1 hel-
icopters by December 1. Equipped
with more powerful engines and
better avionics, these machines |
will carry double the load of exist-
ing helicopters. Besides, the new
Mi-17s are being equipped to fly in
rough weather. Their capability to
fire 80mm. rockets will also en-
hance there combat punch.

The IAF, in order to deter an ae-
rial threat from Pakistan, has also
steeled its air defence capability in
this area. Its frontline air defence
flagship, the MiG -29 has now
started operating from the Leh air
base. The IAF’s other key fighter
jets, including the deep strike Jag-
uars, have also started trainj

harder in the hostile mountaffigus |
terrain of Ladakh. / l
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 1. Lt. Gen. Sundararajan Padmanab-
han will be the next Chief of the Army Staff replacing
Gen. V.P Malik, who retires on September 30.

Belonging to the artillery
regiment, Lt. Gen. Padma-
nabhan will be the first gun-
ner to head the Army after
Gen. S.F Rodriguez.

Known as a cerebral officer,
Lt. Gen. Padmanabhan has
sometimes been faulted for
his boldness, naturally ag-
B gressive military instincts and

- Ml 2 pro-active professional dis-
position. Though belonging to the artillery, Lt. Gen.
Padmanabhan is widely experienced. He has been at
the helm in countering insurgency in Kashmir. As
the corps commander of the sensitive Srinagar-
based 15 corps, he played a key role in the peaceful
tackling of the Hazratbal crisis — takeover of the

By Our Special Correspondent

any new, Army hief |

shrine by the Kashmir militants. Late L the north-
ern army commander, Lt. Gen, Padmyanabhan has
been lauded for his contribution in{blunting the
brunt of the Kashmir insurgency and paving the way
for elections which made Dr., Farooq Abdullah the—
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir. (

Lt. Gen. Padmanabhan has been a specialist in
mountain warfare and psychological operations.

Lt. Gen. Padmanabhan has been well acquainted
in the conduct of warfare in the desert and jungle |

_terrain. Prior to his present appointment, he headed

the southern command which specialises in making
speedy armoured thrusts in the Gujarat- Rajasthan
desert sectors.

Born on December 5, 1940, at Thiruvananthap-
uram, Lt. Gen. Padmanabhan deécided to pursue a
career in the armed forces in his early years. Not
surprisingly, he finished school from the Dehra Pun-
based Rashtriya Indian Military College. In 1956, he
joined the National Defence Academy before being
commissioned in the artillery on December 13, 1959.
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 Padmanabhan
next Arm

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. — Lt.
Gen. Sunderrajan Padmana-
bhan will be the next Army
chief. He takes over when the
present chief, Gen. Ved Pra--
kash Malik, retires on. 30
September.

The announcement was
expected for a month after it
was cleared, and has been
widely appreciated by the
Army. In fact, most Armymen
knew “General Paddy,” who
they regard as a professional,
was becoming the next chief.
Senior Army officials have
been privately complaining
about the delay in the
announcement.

A fortnight ago, a senior offi-
cial wondered why there was
delay as the Prime Minister,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, had
cleared it quite a long
time ago. Yet another senior
officer complained that the file
was locked away in an almi-
rah.

Apparently, the announce-
ment had to wait for the
Defence Minister, Mr George

.Fernandes’ return from Sierra
Leone and also, Kargil Divas,
the first anniversary of the
war in Kargil against
Pakistani intruders. This
would allow the present chief
to preside over a victory cele-
bration that his officers and
men deserve credit for.

Lt Gen Padmanabhan, an
‘artillery officer, is at present
the Army Commander of the
Southern Command. Earlier,
he was the Northern Army
Commander based in
Udhampur, a hot spot. He has
a distinguished career, having
commanded 15 Corps in
Srinagar during the worst
period of insurgency. '

As a brigadier (general staff),
he handled the tense and sen-
sitive Hazratbal episode. :
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Amarnath pilgrims among
32 massacred in J&K 7

Snnagar August 1 §/ 0 ‘L N W

T LEAST 32 people, including 26

Amarnath pilgrims, were gunned down

nd several injured when suspected for-

eign mercernaries opened fire on them on the

outskirts of Pahalgam, about 96 km from here,
this evening.

Three militants were killed when security
forces retaliated, sources said.

However, Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
said 21 people—11 Amarnath yatris and 10
security personnel—were killed in the attack
which took place at a kiosk where pilgrims are
served food at Bandara.

Sources said a group of eight militants,
believed to be foreign mercenaries attacked a
community kitchen (Langar) at Ardoo bridge
where the pilgrims were having food around 7
pm.

Two militants of a suicide squad stormed the
kitchen and fired indiscriminately, killing 21 on
the spot, sources said.

The army, BSF and CRPF personnel on duty
there hit back, killing three militants,

PM condemns killings

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee con-
demned the militant attack on Amarnath pil-
grims. He askgd the State Government to
take necessary steps to provide adequate
security to the pilgrims and look after the
treatment of the injured. Home Minister L K
Advani joined Vajpayee in condemning the
killings Agencies, New Delhi

A gun battle broke out between the security
forces and the mercenaries soon after the attack
which came hours after Union Home Ministry
officials today contacted Fazal Huq Qureshi, a
separatist leader named by the Hizbul
Mujahideen as its emissary, setting in motion
the process of negotiations with the Pakistan-
based outfit.

In a separate strike, militants attacked a regis-
tration camp of Amarnath pilgrims in Jammu,
throwing grenades and opening fire from auto-
matic weapons. But no pilgrim was hurt in this
attack. There were nearly 300 pilgrims in the

camp. This is for the flrst time that militants
have struck in the heart of Jammu.

One militant was killed when policemen on
duty at the camp returned fire. Police sources
here said two of the attackers are still believed
to hiding near the area.

Abdullah condemned the attacks in Pahalgam
and Jammu. “It is an attempt to sabotage the
peace process set in motion,” he said.

Abdullah said this was an attempt by other
militant outfits to create a state of confusion in
the State at a time when the “silver lining has
started appearing in the dark clouds of violence
over Kashmir”. He asked the people to main-
tam co unal harmony.

v has been imposed in Pahalgam and
securlty forces were put on high alert in Jammu
division following the attacks.

Meanwhile, Home Ministry sources j
Delhi described the killings as a
sabotage the Government’s € initiatives in
the State. They asserted that’such cowardly acts

would not deter the ernment from finding a
peaceful solutiopt6 the Kashmir problem.
Agencies
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PM tells LS’ #mid
Congress walkout

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee
on Friday assert-
ed that his gov-
ernment would

> K m -hand with ef-

forts to solve
AB. Vajpayee problems through
dialogue.

Making a statement in the Lok
Sabha on the recent Kashmir mas-
sacre, Mr Vajpayee said, “I had
made it clear at Srinagar that the
dialogue with the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen was a part of this effort.
Other groups which have chosen
the path of violence should also re-
alise that the people of Jammu and
Kashmir want peace.”

The Prime Minister’s statement
comes at a time when several key
countries, including the U.S., China
and Japan, as well as the European

cial case since she was the leader of
the opposition.

However, the treasury benches
opposed this, and persisted with
their noisy protest. Parliamentary
affairs minister Pramod Mahajan
also joined in the exchange of
words, saying, “Let us not break
rules.”

This fuelled tempers, with several
Congress members crowding the
aisles. Congress deputy leader
Madhavrao Scindia could be heard
exclaiming angrily, “Never before
has such a massacre taken
place..you are talking of rules when
a hundred people have been
killed.”

Mr Va]payee, who sat impassive-
ly throughout this angry exchange,
intervened after 20 minutes to re-
mark, “Traditions must be main-
tained. Although there is no rule in
the Lok Sabha allowing for clarifi-
cations, we have no objection if the
leader of the opposition wants to
make a statement.”

Later, responding to Ms Gand-

Union have come hi’s demand, he
out in support of AFTERWORD said it was natural
New Delhi’s deci- | g Govt. dismisses Congress to ask such ques-

sion to initiate a
dialogue with the

demand for judicial probe
@ EU, China and Japan condemn

tions, but said it
was also difficult

Hizbul Mu- Killi to ensure fool-
jahideen and have illings . proof security in
condemned the |®US hopeful of fruitful talks such situations.

perpetrators  of
the massacre and

smoothly

©® Rajya Sabha proceedings pass

The state govern-
ment had already

their backers.
However, the Prime Minister’s
statement in the Lok Sabha was
somewhat eclipsed by a walkout by
the Congress following the rejec-
tion of its demand for a judicial in-
quiry into the killings. Demanding a
judicial inquiry, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, in one of her rare
speeches, said it was necessary to
expose the government’s lapses, fix
accountability and ensure that
there was no further slackness.

Ms Gandhi’s statement was pre-
ceded by ugly scenes as the trea-
sury benches sought to block her,
saying the Lok Sabha rules did not
allow for clarifications after a state-
ment. Countering this, agitated
Congress members said what had
happened in Kashmir was unprece-
dented.

Speaker GM.C. Balayogi,
though initially reluctant to allow
Ms Gandhi to make her statement,
later said she could do so as a spe-

instituted an in-
quiry, and if that was found inade-
quate, a judicial inquiry could be
considered, he said.

The Prime Minister made the
same statement in the Rajya Sabha.
It was followed by a long series of
speeches, but without the turmoil
the other House witnessed. e

Meanwhile, a foreign office’
spokesman said there was “very
clear evidence” of the involvement
of the Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-
Toiba in the massacres. He said
every peace initiative had been re-
sponded to by terrorist acts spon-
sored from across the border. How-
ever, he made it clear that the peace
process would continue.

Meanwhile, in a show of support
for India’s attempts to hold a dia-
logue with the Hizbul Mujahideen,
the U.S. on Friday expressed hope

that the talks would be fruitful.
P See Edit: Kash niyat,
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adres will have to Wait

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 4. — The
top leadership of the Hizbul
Mujahideen is being provided
with security but its cadres
may have to fend for them-
selves if they come under fire
from other groups till ceasefire
ground rules are finalised.

The Centre will press for dis-
arming of Hizbul Mujahideen
members when negotiations to
formulate the ground rules
begin, but offi-
cials here con-
ceded that for j
the time being
they were better
off armed.

“As an initial
step, the gov-
ernment has en-
sured a safe ha-
ven for top lead-
ers like Abdul
Majid Dar,” an
official said. The

Securlty
for Illzbul

IeMy

NEW DELHI Aug 4.
Acting on media reports
that authorities ignored
Intelligence warnings before
the massacres in Jammu
and Kashmir, the NHRC
today issued notices to the
Centre and the state gov-
ernment asking for their
views in four weeks. — SNS

protect themselves against pos-
sible attacks from other mili.
tants opposed to the ceasefire.

The first priority for the gov-
ernment and security forces is
that the ceasefire holds. They
are anxious to avoid any inci-
dent that would jeopardise the
talks process.

Their anxiety stems from the
statement of the Hizbul Muja-
hideen spokesman in Islama-
bad yesterday that the cease-
fire would end unless the Indi-
an government agreed to
unconditional
tripartite talks
by 8 August.
“We are speak-
ing to Abdul
Majid Dar,” the
Union  Home
Secretary, Mr
Kamal Pande,
said in Srinagar
yesterday when
asked about the
ultimatum. -

Senior officials

rank and file cannot be provid-
ed with security until they
agree to move to designated
camps like those planned for
NSCN members after the
ceasefire in Nagaland, it is
pointed out.

Though specific areas will be
" covered step by step in subse-
quent discussions, Hizbul is
believed to be keen that the
government withdraw the spe-
cial powers vested with armed
. forces in J&K. Another key
demand is withdrawal of cases
¢ pending against Hizbul mem-
bers and their sympathisers.

Disarming and relocation to
“sanitised” areas are likely to
be contentious since Hizbul
might feel exposed in the event
of the talks failure,

Official sources said it was
better they were still armed to

do not rule out the possibility
of the Hizbul Mujahideen being
divided over ceasefire. There
were indications that the lead-
ers in Pakistan had wanted
to delay the announcement of
a ceasefire. Abdul Majid Dar
and other commanders in
Jammu and Kashmir appar-
ently decided to act at the ear-
liest since they had a better
understanding of the ground
situation.

It is likely that Hizbul leaders
in Pakistan are under pressure
to come out with threatening
statements.

“They are not free to speak
their minds as long as they are
in Pakistan. Syed Salahudin
and the rest might have been
singing a different tune had

they crossed over to India,” an -

official said.

r
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DRDO official-picked up

outside Pakistani mission

Shishir Gupta \/\(\/\ %
New Delhi, August 6

THE SPECIAL Branch of %
Delhi Police is questioning an of!
cial of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on the suspicion that he
may be part of a Pakistani espi-
onage ring:

The official was picked up out-
side the Pakistan High Com-mis-
sion under mysterious circum-
stances on Friday.

According to highly placed
Government sources, the official,
identified as Sunil, is employed
with the DRDO in Ahmednagar,
Maharashtra. Senior police offi-
cials are presently examining the
DRDO official, from whose pos-
session a computer floppy was
reportedly recovered.

According to sources, intelli-
gence agencies have had Sunil
under surveillance for some time

and on Friday he was picked up
while leaving the Pakistan High
Commission. The sources said the
floppy, which prima facie con-
tained defence material, was being
examined..

The questioning of the DRDO
official comes after the Ruchi
Singh spy case, where a freelance
journalist living in Janakpuri was

Spying Chrge

arrested by the Special Branch of
the Delhi Police under the Official
Secrets Act, 1923.

It was alleged that she was part of
a larger ISI-run espionage network
through the Nepal route,
Subsequently, a havaldar in the
ordnance inventory of the Indian
Army and a petty officer of
the Indian Navy were also arrest-
ed.

Sunil is reportedly a middle-
ranking employee of the DRDO
but, according to sources, is not a
defence scientist.

The Defence Ministry, however,
seems to be tight-lipped over the
incident as repeated efforts to
contact Mr VK. Aatre, Scientific
Adpvisor to the Defence Minister
and Secretary (DRDO), and
Mr S. Ramakrishnan, Special
Commissioner, Intelligence,
failed.

Sources said the DRDO official
belonged to a divided family.
His wife is reportedly a Pakistani
national and resides in Karachi.

The DRDO official, when ques-
tioned by the Delhi Police about
his visit to the Pakistan High
Commission, apparently claimed
that he had gone there to renew his
sister's passport. :

It is learnt that Sunil's sister is
also married in Karachi and is cur-
rently on a visit to India.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIMES



/@EE INTERNAL SECURITY FROM NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE’

‘We will fight cross-border
. terrorism, says Vajpayee

By Harish Khare 7/ D%

NEW DELHI, AUG. 5. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today
reasserted that notwithstanding
his Government's efforts to ex-

ﬁore peace in Jammu and Kash-
“ir, there would be no let-up in

the fight against cross-border ter-
rorism. “With the people on our
side, we can — and we shall —
defeat” the diabolical external
forces seeking to disrupt our unity
and integrity, he said.

Mr. Vajpayee was hopeful of the
success of his Government’s ““ini-
tiative for a dialogue with any-
body who is willing to sit across
the table and eschew violence in
Jammu and Kashmir”. He cited

v

the experience of “talks with in-
surgents in Nagaland. The cease-
fire holds in that State and we are
hopeful of a resolution in the not-
too-distant future.”

The Prime Minister was inau-
gurating the Chief Ministers’ Con-
ference on Internal Security.
Deemed to be the project of the
Union Home Minister, Mr. LK.
Advani, the conference was in-
tended to secure the States’ con-
sent for various federal ideas and
initiatives in consonance with the
expanded version of “internal se-
curity”.

The problem of “internal secu-
rity”’ stood redefined because Pa-
kistan had “adopted cross-border

terrorism as an instrument of
State policy to further its hostility
towards India”. Consequently,
the Indian response too has to be
reformulated. The Prime Minister
rejected the suggestion — made

i

CMs cold to l

} Advanl’s proposals; i
| Karunanidhi opposes

‘ terrorism Bill: Page 11

by Pakistani functionaries from
Gen. Pervez Musahrraf down —
that cross-border terrorism was a
manifestation of jehadi struggle.

Pushes Advani’s ideas
Mr. Vajpayee pitched in on be-

half of Mr. Advani, and impressed
upon the Chief Ministers the need
to see internal security “from a
national perspective” and called
them to appreciate that ‘‘the
changed nature, magnitude and
dimension of the threat to our in-
ternal security necessitates that
both the Centre and the States
pool their resources to formulate
a national strategy and adopt ef-
fective tactics”.

The Prime Minister commend-
ed to the Chief Ministers the two
ideas Mr. Advani has been trying
to push: “An effective inter-State
intelligence mechanism’’, and the
proposed Prevention of Terrorism
Bill.

While there was predictable fin-
ger-pointing at Pakistan for its
strategy of disrupting India’s uni-
ty and integrity, the Prime Minis-
ter noted the areas of weakness
within. He listed four ares: long
stretches of the porous border
that become friendly territory for
terrorists, gun-runners and drug
dealers; poorly trained and poorly
armed police forces; insensitive
civic administration that fails to
address popular aspirations; and,
a dilatory criminal justice system
that fails to penalise criminals,
petty and big, organised and dis-
organised.

Mr. Vajpayee cited Punjab
where terrorism was defeated,
and this example could be repli-
cated in the rest of the country.

maginative political process”;

 However, he also conceded that
/P)eycountry needed to have “an

only then would it be possible to
end “alienation of the people
from the mainstream and streng-
then our democratic polity”. Can-
did words from a Prime Minister.
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Hizbul withdraws

(1A

ceaseﬁrgl

it on Indian

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan-
based Hizbul Mujahideen militant
group withdrew its unilateral
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday evening, accusing New
Delhi of not responding positively
toits call for tripartite talks involv-
ing Pakistan to settle the Kashmir
issue and directed its field com-
manders to resume their opera-
tion in the state.

“We withdraw the unilateral
cease-fire.. We direct all the com-
manders and the Mujahideen in
the field to break the ceasefire and
go ahead with target-oriented mis-
sions,” Hizbul’s supreme com-
mander  Syed
Salahudin said at
a press confer-
ence here after
the expiry of the
outfit’s 5.30 p.m.
(IST) deadline to
India to agree to

massacres

BACK TO SQUARE ONE

@ Cabinet panel on security
reviews situation

@ Two more yatris die, toll 22
@ Farooq blames Pakistan for

blames ..

S0V L.
blamed Pakistan for the killings of
about 100 people at Pahalgam and
other places in the state last week.
Mr Abdullah has asked the
Hurriyat Conference to come out
with a “constructive plan” for
restoring peace in the state and
not indulge in hampering the talks
between the Centre and Hizbul by
making irresponsible statements.
Reports from Srinagar said that
two more Amarnath pilgrims died
on Tuesday on way to the cave
shrine, raising the number of
deaths in the ongoing yatra to 22,
an official spokesman said here.
In another development, the
cabinet commit-
tee on security
(CCS) on Tues-
day reviewed the
situation in the
wake of the
Hizbul calling off
the ceasefire in

a three-way dia-
logue. “India has failed to respond
categorically to our offer of peace
and has dilly-dallied in giving
peace a chance,” Mr Salahudin
said. “India intended to tie the
affair in a bilateral dialogue, which
is not acceptable,” he said, adding
“the Kashmir tangle can be solved
only by a just negotiating process
involving all three parties—
Kashmiris, India and Pakistan,” he
said.

There was no immediate
response from the Hizbul com-
manders in the Kashmir valley
who had initiated talks with a cen-
tral team to chalk-out modalities
of the three-month unilateral
ceasefire announced by Abdul
Majid Dar, who claimed to be the
chief commander of the outfit, on
July 24 in Srinagar.

In New Delhi, Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Dr Farooq
Abdullah on Tuesday categorically

J&K as the gov-
ernment is understood to be
preparing to face any eventuality.

The meeting, chaired by Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee, was of the
view that the government should
be prepared to face any eventuali-
ty in the post ceasefire situation,
sources said. “The government is
ready to face any situation. We
have shown an exemplary amount
of tolerance, patience and
restraint,” the sources added.

Senior government officials led
by home secretary Kamal Pande
have held one round of talks with
Hizbul commanders in Srinagar
last week after the ceasefire came
into force.

Meanwhile, the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday finally got over the gov-
ernment-opposition imbroglio on
the issue of a judicial probe into
the Kashmir killings with a
civilised compromise, albeit
capped by a token protest walkout.
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‘SALAHUDDIN'S VOICE, PAKISFAN'S WORDS

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, WUG. 9. In a message
calculated to signal the Govern-
ment’s firmness of purpose in the
post-Hizbul Mujahideen ceasefire
scenario in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, today asserted that the
insurgent groups better watch
out. Declaring that the security

= forces were ready to “face the

PR

challenge and threat of renewed
militancy’’, he warned that “it is
the militant outfits which should
worry.”

There was an unmistakable
note of toughness in Mr. Advani’s
statement, made in both Houses
of Parliament. (However, in the

lebuI Mu;ahldeen denies spht

By Shujaat Bukhari

Rajya Sabha, the Home Minister
refrained from “clarifications”, as
per an agreement thrashed out
with the Deputy Chairperson).
The statement reflects an anxiety
to assure the country that even
though the Government had
probably made many miscalcula-
tions in its approach to the Hizbul
ceasefire offer, it was not going to
get caught napping now. He add-
ed that while “India will not de-
viate from its chosen course of
talks” with all those who want a
dialogue, “‘we shall persist with
our. policy of firmness and flex-
ibility”. But the official assess-
ment is that the Syed Salahuddin
faction would want to stage a

SRINAGAR AUG. 9. Putting all speculation of a possible split in Hizbul
 Mujahideen at rest, a spokesman of the organisation said that it |

! supported the withdrawl of the ceasefire and ruled out the possi-
i bility of having contacts with the Government,
- In a statement to the local news agency CNS this evening, the
! Hizb spokesman commander Masood condemned the statement
" of the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
in which he had stated that they were still in contact with them.
“It is aimed at misleading the people”, he said adding that after
the August 3 meeting with the Union Home Secretary there was

| no contact b;v?u Hizb and the GOI.

curity forces ready fo
*.vany challenge: Advam |

r

e

announce ent may have been
Salahuddin’s, but the words came
from the ruling establishment in
Islamabad which is the arch pa-
tron for numerous militant
groups engaged in state- spon-
sored cross-border terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir and other
parts of India,” he added. For
good measure, Mr. Advani pre-
dicted that Pakistan's ‘“proxy
war’’ would meet the same fate th
at befell its Kargil misadventure,

Mr. Advani also claimed that it
was more than clear, at home and
abroad, that while India was com-
mitted to peace in Kashmir it was
Pakistan that was using terrorism
as an instrument of diplomacy.
“Not only the people of Kashmir
but also people all over the world
now clearly know who is for peace
and who is for hostilities; whose is
the voice of sanity and humanity
and whose is a voice of subterfuge
and sabotage,”’ he said.

PM reviews situation

While the Home Minister was
spelling out the Government’s
thinking in the Rajya Sabha, the
Prime Minister, along with senior
minigters and officials, reviewed
the~situation. Among those who
elped Mr. Vajpayee made sense
of the new situation were the De-
taging the peace process. “It ¢ fence Minister, Mr. George Fer-
clear that the voice that made nandes, the Finance Minister, Mr.
- — Yashwant Sinha, the Chief of the

bloody event just to prove it Wa
alive and kicking.

urriyat attacked
Mr. Advani was also harsh on
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
leadership for its “negative role.”
He wondered how the Hurriyat
leadership could label the Hizbul
move as ‘“‘hasty” while Jammu
and Kashmir had been bleeding
for over a decade. His own infer-
ence was that “the Hurriyat lead-
ership was acting under pressure
from Pakistan.”

The Home Minister also elab-
orated the charge made yesterday
in the Government’s statement
on Pakistan’s culpability in sabo-

THs (HINDU
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Army Staff, Gen. V. P. Malik, the
Prime Minister's Principal Secre-
tary, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, and the
Union Home Secretary, Mr. Ka-
mal Pande.

Perhaps the next crucial judg-
ment the Indian officials have to
make is as to whether there is a

convergence or divergence be- |

tween the Islamabad-based Syed
Salahuddin and the Srinagar-
based Mr. Abdul Majid Dar. Mr.
Advani's statement rather subtly
* refers to this possibility: “The of-
fer of ceasefire was made by Mr.
Majid Dar, a leader of the Hizbul
Mujahideen in Srinagar. It was
withdrawn by Salahuddin.”

ALs 20




THE MIG CRASH

THE TRAGIC DEATH of Flt. Lt. Shreya Shukla,
Commander of the MiG-21 fighter plane which
crashed at Palam airport on August 5 soon after a
bird-hit raises a pair of very disturbing questions.
They hinge upon matters relating to flight safety
of the combat aircraft earlier acquired from Rus-
sia and subsequently taken up for manufacture
in India on the one hand and the persisting bird
menace in the country’s airports on the other.

The aircraft which was felled after a bird in-
gestion happens to be a MiG 21. It could have
been a Jaguar or a Mirage of the Indian Air Force
or a passenger aircraft of the civilian aitlines.
Nevertheless, the fact that this is the seventh
crash of a MiG aircraft since April this year makes
it quite alarming and it calls for a closer exam-
ination. The fact that as many as 55 out of the 59
fighter planes which the IAF had lost during the
last year are all MiGs is quite dismaying. It is
much too large a number to be attributed to just
the normal hazards which pilots of fighter air-
craft have to reckon with. India’s decision to sign
an agreement with the erstwhile Soviet Union
was taken in 1962, soon after the traumatic Chi-
nese attack, for an initial purchase of MiGs which
were later taken up for indigenous manufacture
of the aircraft frames and engines by the Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Ltd. at its Nasik and Sonabeda
divisions in Maharashtra and Orissa. This turned
out to be a prestigious project for the HAL and
the MiG could even claim to be the flagship of the
IAF. However, its crash record in recent years
throws up questions on whether the ageing of the
fleet and its technology, which may be fast be-
coming vintage, have been eroding in-built safe-
ty. With the HAL divisions no longer making the
MiGs because of the non-flow of fresh orders
from the IAF depending entirely upon the planes
built to a technology which has stayed put during
the last three decades, they could have become
dinosaurs. Since this could be true of the other

planes of the IAF as well, the questions whjch
should be considered seriously are those hingihg
on the fragility to which ageing combat aircr
become prone. No less important are matjers re-
lating to the safety of the pilots who are Keepin
the IAF in a state of combat readiness.

This is not the first time that birds — mostly
vultures — have brought down aircraft either af-
ter take-off or before touch down when they were
ingested into the engines. The record of airports
in India in meeting the rigid requirements of en-
vironmental cleanliness has remained deplora-
ble. Detailed studies carried out earlier had
clearly drawn attention to why birds hover over
air space to wreck planes soon after they are air-
borne or when they are making a descent with
the deadly encounters taking place within an alti-
tude of perhaps less than a hundred metres.
These birds are usually on the prowl looking for
decaying meat strewn on the ground and coming
down in a swoop to pick it up. This should not
have posed a threat to planes had the required
attention been given to the regulations in force
governing health and environmental hygiene.
Trucks which transport meat from slaughter
houses to marketing centres are required to have
them adequately covered to ensure that they are
not spilt on the roads. It is very well known that
the rules which are in force to ensure this are
breached with impunity by truck operators to
foul the roads with pieces of meat. Such spillage
on the city roads provokes a bird presence which
endangers planes coming in to land or taking off
from airports as the record of bird ingestions dur-
ing the last two decades has clearly demonstrat-
ed. Unless the law-enforcing authorities take
drastic action to ensure that road transportation
of raw meat conforms to the rules relating to
hygiene and safety, bird-hits would continue to
menace planes.
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HT Correspondent
Neyl Delhi, August 10
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EFENCE MINISTER George

ernandes today said Army troops
operating in the Kashmir Valley
- will hit back if they were attacked
by Hizbul Mujahideen militants
following the withdrawal of cease-
fire by the outfit.

"There has been no violation of
the ceasefire by the Army. We will
hit back if we are attacked," Mr
Fernandes told reporters on the
sidelines of a seminar and exhibi-
tion on "Military Communications:
Role of Industry” jointly organised
here by the Corps of Signals and
Confederation of Indian Industry.

Asked about the ground situa-

%tion in the Valley following the
Hizbul's latest move, he said, "The
situation remains as it was. The
Army is tasked with fighting insur-
ency on the borders and in the
lley and it will continue to do so."

Earlier at the function, Mr
Fernandes said the private sector
would have to invest reasonably in
research and development if they
wanted to play a major role in
restructuring the country's defence
industry.

Regretting that research and
development had not been the
forte of the country's entrepre-
neurial class, Mr Fernandes called
for a radical change in the work
culture that had overtaken the
country in recent times.

He said that while the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) had some
outstanding achievements to its
credit, "one has to admit that in
most core areas we look for either
collaboration or transfer of tech-
nology from foreign sources.”

The Minister said: "I wish our
private sector sets apart a reason-
able part of their profits for invest-
ment in research and development
if it really means to play a major
role in restructuring India's
defence industry.”

Another key area where the
country will have to act fast, the
Defence Minister said, was to
"inculcate in our workforce new
work ethics."

y to retalate if attacked by Hizb ultras: George

\O

Recalling his recent visit to some
shipyards and defence production
establishments in Russia, the
Minister said, "a frigate which the
Russians produce in two years or
less takes about three times that to
be produced at Calcutta's Garden
Reach Shipbuiders and Engineers
(Ltd)."

“The discipline and integrity
which a jawan in the armed forces
of our country brings to bear on his
task should become a national
norm. Without that commitment,
our defence will always be in jeop-
ardy," he said.

He regretted that the requisite
synergy between defence units and
the private sector could not be £re-
ated despite his initiative

— —
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Militants
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HY (:c.\rrespondent9 .
Srinagar, August 10

T LEAST 12
Apersons, includ-
ing The

Hindustan Times pho-
tographer Pradeep
Bhatia, were killed in a
devastating car bomb
explosion in the busy
Residency Road here
this afternoon. It is the
first major incident of
violence following the
collapse of peace talks
between the Centre and
Hizb-ul-Mujahadeen on
Tuesday evening.

Islamabad-based
Hizb-ul-Mujahadeen
has claimed responsibil-
ity for the blast. "Our fighters have carried
out the attack®, said Salim Hashmi, a
spokesman for the group, in Islamabad, vow-
ing to resume operations in the Valley.

However, some reporters received a call
from Lashkar-e-Tayyeba spokesman saying
that his group had executed the explosion.

The attack was a chilling reminder of the
violence that continues to batter the Valley
for the past over a decade.

Besides Pradeep Bhatia, a civilian, Bashir
Ahmad, was also killed. The rest were
policemen. They have been identified as
sub-divisional police officer Kuldeep

" Sharma, ASI Moha-mmad Yaqoob, consta-
bles Devinder Singh,
Farooq, Imitiaz, Jan
Mohammad, Naseer
Ahmad, Nissar Ahmad,
Mohd. Ashraf and Bodh
Raj.

Director General of
Police-Gurbachan Jagat
said that this explosion
exhibited the familiar
strategy of the militants
of first attracting atten-
tion of the policemen

branch.”

Pradeep Bhatia 1969-2000

Pak to blame: PM

PRIME MINISTER A. B. Vajpayee
said the explosion in Srinagar was an
act of terror planned and executed at
the behest of Pakistan. "This is yet
another example of Islamabad's sus-
tained campaign of cross-border ter-
rorism." He said, "We will continue
our battle against terrorism till such
time this evil is destroyed root and
Detalled report on page 10

breakfast and rushed
out on hearing the
explosion. "He took his
camera bag and rushed
out after locking his
room no. 101", a mem-
ber of the staff recalled.

Other journalists had
rushed from the nearby
Partap Park  Press
Colony, now named as
Mushtaq Enclave, in
memory of Mushtaq Ali,
an ANI videographer
who was killed in a blast
on September 8, 1995.

It was around 12.15
pm. today when a
grenade exploded and
prompted policemen,
reporters and photogra-
phers to reach the spot
where they saw a suspiciously parked
Ambassador car.

The policemen were examining the car
when the blast took place throwing several
policemen up in the air.

Eight policemen died on the spot and sev-
eral others wounded. The limbs fell several
yards away. Flying shrapnel pierced through
the heart of Pradeep that proved fatal.

He was heard by some of the witnesses
pleading with the security personnel "Mujhe
bachao", (save me), before he was lifted by
local journalists and shifted to SMHS
Hospital.

Some of the critically injured journalists,
including Irfan Ayub of
Zee News, Fayaz Kabuli
of Reuters, Bilal Bhat of
ANI, were shifted to
Soura. A few other jour-
nalists were injured in
the stampede that fol-
lowed after the blast.

Hizbul threat: The
Hizbul has threatened
to intensify its opera-
tions by targeting mili-
tary installations all over

and photographers by
minor blast and then causing another one to
cause havoc.

At about 12.15 p.m., 31-year-old Pradeep
had reached the spot along with other pho-
tographers to film a grenade explosion,
when the car bomb exploded injuring him
and several others. He was rushed to SMHS
hospital where he succumbed.

Other critically injured have been rushed
to Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical
Sciences and Army Hospital.

According to she staff of Ahdoos Hotel,
where Pradﬁ was staying, he had left his

India, which it accused
of being "not sincere" in settling the Kashmir
issue, a PTI report from Islamabad said.

Hizbul ‘“supreme commander’ Syed
Salahuddin, who last Tuesday called off the
cease-fire, said in an interview to a local
news agency that "our struggle will not be
restricted to the (Kashmir) Valley. We will
target all military and defence installations
throughout India".

® Remembering the best of Pradeep — Pg 9
@ Clvilians targeted on Pak advice — Pg 10
@ Return to violence? — Pg 11
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-said that India was ready for a

Democracy
in Pak not a

precondition

for talke: PM
“{*\/\ QL e
PRIME MINISTER  Atal
Behari Vajpayee today said that
India was prepared to deal with
any form of government in
Pakistan and that restoration of
democracy in that country was
not a pre-condition for tatks.
Intervening during question
hour, Mr Vajpayee told mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha that it
was a reasonable abjection that
a democratic government had
been unseated in a military
coup in Pakistan and Indja was
not happy about it.

Mr Vajpayee's com 5 on
the subject came after \senior
Congress member Pranab

Mukhenee asked what would
be the pre-condition for
resumption of dialogue with
Pakistan restoration of
democracy in Pakistan or
restoration of peace.

Speaking carlier during ques-
tion hour, in response to sup-
plementaries, Minister of State
for External Affairs Ajit Panja

dialogue with Pakistan provid-
ed it was within the framework
of the Simla Agreement and
the Lahore peace process initi-
ated by the Prime Minister. Mr
Vajpayee's visit to Pakistan was
evidence enough of India's will-
ingness for a peace process. Mr
Panja said.

Hinting at Pakistan's invoive-
ment  in  sabotaging the
prospect of peace talks with the
Hizbul Mujahideen, he said
that though their local leader.
Abdul Majid Dar in Srinagar,
announced the ceasefire it was
not called off by Dar, but by
their supreme commander
based in Pakistan.

Mr Panja also stated that the
government  was  studying
reports that the Pakistan
Cabinet, presided over by Chief
Executive Gen. Musharraf, had
reiterated its commitment to
the cause of Kashmir's libera-
tion. HTC, New Delhi

kill our phe

aim Hizbul, Lasakar ’
V. \Cbl/wvl 4

]




"S9T}[BTISEY BI0W 0}
paf Jem [18aey] Surmp sediadp
Ka0100s jo o8ejioys ayfj,

‘Spsnousfiput pedo[esap aq
01 aa®Y pinom ‘pres 9y ‘Youym
$201A0pP AD0109S pPUE SUIIISAS
H017RITUNUWIUG) MOU JO] Pasu
oy jo axods Jeryo Away aYf,
“219yMas]a wody peanooad Jureq
+J¢ pue eIpuj Ul julsqe aJe
swio)sAs 9sayy Jo duwog
pres jIe usy ‘ASojouysel
COIRWIOJUI P00 pue ‘SWaIsAs
1041u0d pue Juruiem duroqire
“$01I[[918S ‘SIU0IpP ‘siepet soue]
qloadus pieije[ijeq  ‘siosuss
punoid ‘sysodjno paddmbe-ffam
sasnbal gouR[[IoaIns pooy
| PouR[[leAIns pue
2OURSSTRUU0I3L ‘9ouasdi{[ojul ul
sded poresssd, Jem [181eY 2y}
ey palytwpe O YUBW dA
;B1aUan) ‘Joryd AWIY Y3 sem

uonjounj oy} 3e yusseid oSy
‘pres
ay ‘sTeod ano yoeax 03} sn 8Ye)
{114 31 3U0f MO MOUY J0U 0p
[ ‘Axjsnput 103938 ajeatad
a1} pUR SJUBWYSI[(L]Se s0UJOP
oy} usomiaq ASiauds 931s
-mbax ayj} 8j8aLd 03 PIpIoep om
uoyM w0 saeok omj Inoqe

iojye ade M aadym St ST} JI,
‘saanpssoad
jueweanoo1d MOfS jo asnedaq
swofqord owos ode 819y} 1By}
Suides se sjel0yjo pojonb o}
“109098 uorponpoid 2ougjIp Yl
ur sefueyd owWoS U0 IUTHIOM
uoeq sA®RY [ID oY} pue uoly
-onpoad sduagep Jo Juswredap
oY) pies SspuBUIO, AN ‘PeIIEIS
drysioujied £i3snpur-29uazap

gurpye8 ur Le(ep 8yl uQ
‘saneussdextus Fuoure JUSUL
-do[eAep PUE YOIBISIL UL JSaI8jul

261039 :MO|S
AN |

Jo 3or] 9y pejleadel 9y pies
sopueuIag I ‘QITI[MD HI0M
PUE SOTYID JIOM MU JO PO aILP
Ut §1 92J0] aom §AIUN0D BY],
‘syoafoad
ur Kejap Joj doysyiom yoeay
uepien oY) posmijri Juol

sapueuia] abisosg Iy

[
SPo
\/ | o

~

loa

2

THE STAT

sey AABN 9] ‘pres I93stuiud
oy ‘doysyaom yoeay uepied
1e poonpotd oq 03 3ey3 sewr}
P01y JnOQE $a%[e} S5O 10 SIedk
om1 Ut oonpod surissnYy YoIgm
ae3u] v, Syuewysijqess uoy
-onpoxd 9oudep 2y} Jo [BONIILD
3I0W UQAD Sem SIpUeUIdy I
"YSDYDY pue
J7y$14, O] SO[ISSTW [BO130R) S¥
[jom se yjuej unfay oyy pue —
yemary jequo) 1ysry — suerd
-1em snouaSiput ue Surdofeasp

- gurpnpout sjo9foad [eIaASS

ur Juipuadsiaao pue Lefop 2[qe
-I9pISU0) UAdQ SBY 9I9Y) ‘SIIS
-s1w 2189)Ra)S YIIm [NISS|dONs
wssq seY QYU 24l °TUM
"0QaQ 2u3 Aq pederd usaq

“qBy 0% ‘seY 9[04 oY, ‘AipsnpUl

20UdJep S,BIPU] SULINIONIISOT
ut wuewdo[easp pur ypaeessd ut
m%g v Aeid pinom I01ps ojeatid

6 22

1l

D)

o) ey pedoy sepueuisd AN
-Ansnpuj ueipuj jo
uoryRIOpOyUC)) 9y Aq postuedio
uo1IUNY B ¥ pIes 9y ‘8921008
ufesoy woay ALBojouyodel
JO I3jsueI} 10 UOI3RIOYBI[0D
J9Y)10 10] J0O] @M SEIJIE 10D
jJsoul U 4By} Jtwpe 03 Sey au(,
“}or3E peflea-A[uly) & patoune|
JQISTUTW 32UdJAp oY) ‘ SjuswW
-3A9IYOR SuUrpur}sino, JUOS

10] Q@UQ oys Buisred PPV
'spoo3
Lieyiul jo 1i0dx9 J10J pesu
3y} pessox)s pue  AOUITOYJAUL,
J19Y) 10] sjUaWYsI[qe}sd uoly
-onpoad adusjep s ANUNDI 3L
pue uonesuedi) juswdo@as(g
pue yoreasey sousja(] o) Pasw
-G £Bpo) SopuUBLIY 931091
IN — 07 80y THTIEd MAN

IDIAHIS SMIN NYINSILVLS

[

N
o7

udjo

t



ahuddin warns of bombing blitz

Dwg,lhl finds lost
I‘Ilelll llnk h/

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, Aug. 11: Grasping
at a straw amid the debris of
the peace process, security
agencies have re-established
contact with Hizbul Mu-
jahideen’s India chief Abdul
Majid Dar but the spectre of
violence hung over Kashmir
with the outfit’s Pakistan-
based commander threaten-
ing to launch its heaviest
bombing in 10 years.

“In a day or two, we will lau-
nch the biggest bombardment
 not seen in the last 10 years,”
. Reuters quoted Hizb supreme
commander Syed Salahuddin
as saying in Pakistan’s Urdu
daily Jung.

Though the Hizb has claimed
responsibility for yesterday’s
lethal car bomb blast in Srinagar,
the government continues to be-
lieve that a section of its Kashmir-
based commanders are sincere
about the talks.

. Following suggestions that the
government had misread the fall-
out of even a temporary setback
to the peace process, the security

agencies are trying tobuildup a

defence that Dar and some divisio-
nal commanders are wiiling to by-
pass their Islamabad-based lead-
ership and resume negotiations.

“Security agencies are in
touch with Dar and some of his
lieutenants in certain areas of the
Valley. They continue to remain
firm in holding a dialogue and it is
based on this conviction in the
other side that the government is
hopeful of a resumption of talks,”
an official said.

The Centre has been informed
that Dar, who went underground
after the ceasefire call-off, is “not

in danger” though the rivalry be- -

tween various tanzeems (terrorist

groups) in Jammu and Kashmir
has intensified.

An official said that talks at a
“subdued level” (read without any
publicity) could restart after Au-
gust 15 provided the situation on
the ground improves.

Officials said they feared more
blasts in Srinagar in the run-up to
Independence Day. Their appre-
hension was reinforced by the
Hizb leadership in Islamabad.
“India will pay a heavy price for
rejecting the ceasefire,” Salahud-
din said.

Salim Hashmi, a spokesman
for the outfit, added that the Hizb
“will make a series of attacks
against military installations in
Kashmir and in other parts of
India”.

Despite the Hizb’s claims of
having sparked the mayhem in
Srinagar yesterday, reports from
the state indicate l).lrxat the Pak-
istan-based militant group

Perx;ez punch

Washington, Aug. 11: Efforts by
the Clinton administration to
restrain Pakistan and reduce vi-
olence in Kashmir appear to
have reached a dead end.

With Pakistan’s chief execu-
tive, Pervez Musharraf, wash-
ing his hands of any responsibil-
ity in the latest events in Kash-
mir in a letter to President Bill
Clinton, efforts by the White
House to repeat the magic of
July 1999 in bringing peace in
Kargil have turned out to be a
non-starter. Musharraf’s letter
was in reply to a communica-
tion from Clinton in which he
pleaded for restraint and a re-
sumption of the peace process.
& See Page 6
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Lashkar-e-Toiba was
for the explosion in which 13 peo-
ple died. Delhi believesithe Hizb
was forced to claim responsibility
because its Islamabad-based top
brass could have done little else.

By continuing to work on Dar,
the government is trying to send
out the signal that the talks can
still be salvaged provided the
cards are played cautiously and
the issue is approached in a more
“solid way”. Already, the finger of
accusation for the failed experi-
ment is pointing towards the in-
telligence assessment wings in
the Prime Minister’s Office and
the home ministry.

The PMO and national securi-
ty adviser Brajesh Mishra decid-
ed to go ahead and start talks with
the Hizbul over the head of a re-
luctant North Block though the
intelligence assessment units
were not yet ready .with their
analysis of the Hizb’s various
pulls and pressures.

Officials are now wondering -
whether the government made a
tactical error in failing to “bring
over\Sfllahuddin safely across
the Line of Control before agree-
ing to Dar’s ceasefire offer.

Officials now admit there were
“hitches” and “glitches” in the at-
tempt to make way for Salahud-
din’s entry into Indian territory.

It is another indication that
the Centre failed to assess accu-
rately the possible outcome of
Salahuddin remaining in Pak-
istan. “The decision-makers sho-
uld have been patient enough. It
would have taken time but the
wait would have been worth it. At
least the Hizbul leadership would
not have been under any pressure.
It would have opened up possibili-
ties of a successful and trouble-
free dialogue for the future,” an of-
ficial said. / g
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SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI, Aug.
12. — The Centre has sounded
a red alert throughout the
country in anticipation of an
escalated ISI-sponsored vio-
lence before and during the
Independence Day celebrations.
As over a dozen militant out-

fits in Jammu and Kashmir
H‘Aave reportedly “got “repeated

instructions” from the ISI to go
in for major offensives next
week, security forces have also
been put on maximum alert
across the valley.

Several underground outfits
in the North-east, including
Ulfa, issued a joint call to boy-
cott the Inde-

. 4

ungarlan tourists, were
an red when militants explod-
ed a grenade near the Hazrat-
bal shrine on the outskirts of
Srinagar. This occurred shortly
after mid-day prayers. No out-
fit has owned responsibility.

Nine militants and an Army
Captain were killed and nine
security personnel injured in
separate encounters. Five
nltras, of the Harkat-ul-Jehadi
Islami, and Capt Shekhar
Ghosh were killed in a fierce
gunbattle at the Ratti-Mitti
area in Poonch yesterday.

A self-styled chief commander
of Ansar-ul-Mujahideen, Babar
Bader, was killed during search
operations by security forces in
Kupwara’s Magam area. Three
ultras were kill-

pendence Day
celebrations
and observe a
general strike
on the day. The
NSCN(I-M) and
the Kuki Natio-
nal Front gave
a separate boy-
cott calls.
Security has
heen beefed up
n Assam as two
powerful bombs

Blast in Ludhiana

CHANDIGARH, Aug. 12. —
A powerful explosion ripped
through Ludhiana Sessions
Court complex late last
night. No one was damaged
because of the timing. This is
the third blast in Punjab in
two months. Police say the
bomb was planted below a
water-cooler. — SNS

ed in a shootout
at Kounsar for-
est in Bara-
mulla.

Four security
personnel were
injured when a
bomb that they
were trying to
defuse went off
at Lasana vil-
lage yesterday.
The spokesman
said ultras am-

were exploded
on power towers of the State
Electricity Board. The explosion
rocked the entire Tihu area.
Sources in the Union home
ministry said the red alert was
sounded after Thursday’s ex-
plosion at Srinagar, followed by
yesterday’s arrest of an ISI
agent and recovery of RDX and
time devices in Delhi. The ‘most-
wanted’ Zahoor Ahmad Mir of
Hizbul Mujahideen was appre-
hended in Kashmir today.
Ammunition was also seized
from him and his two associates.
Sources said Intelligence
agencies recently unearthed an
ISI plan to foment trouble in
different parts of the country.
They said ISI had already
smuggled huge amounts of
explosives into India to carry
out a series of explosions, par-
ticularly in the north and the

bushed a police
patrol in Anantnag, injuring
three policemen and a civilian.

It is becoming increasingly
evident that the next few days
could be critical to drawing a
map for the road ahead. For,
the level of violence would
determine whether there is at
all any chance of trying to
reopen the path to peace.

The run-up to Independence
Day has over the last decade or
so almost always witnessed a
spurt in violence. The Hazratbal
attack confirmed that the public
outrage over the car blast had
not deterred the militants, If
anything, it could just be the
curtain-raiser for more blood.

Radio intercepts point to
orders being flashed from
across the border to keep
things on the beil. Apparently
those directing the militancy

Red alert countrywide
for Independence Day

An elderly Kashmiri enjoys a water pipe, while a soldier looks on during a
corden and search operation in Srinagar on Saturday. — AP[PTI

attack on media personnel does
not force a detour by the mili-
tants from the path of violence.

Violence apart, there is anoth-
er “sign” for which the security
forces and the Intelligence will
be on looking for gver the next
few days —
Pakistan fla

in the valley on

north-east. are determined to ensure that 14 August/when the country
Today, four women, including what turned out teo be an celebrajés its independence
oy
oA

day. “The number of flags will
serve as a barometer of the
pressure on locals by the mili-
tants,” a defence source said.
Car blast toll: The death toll
of Thursday’s blast rose to 13
today with another person
dying in the hospital here.
Station house officer Altaf
Ahmed had suffered 70 per
cent burns.



3 soldlers die 1 in
landmine blasts’

BSF convoy hit on J amx)it'*x Srinagar highway

HTC & Agencies

-
Jammu/Srinagar, August 13 ul

the car bomb blast in Srinagar, Hizbul

Mujahideen militants today targetted a
BSF convoy triggering two separate explo-
sions killing eight BSF personnel and injur-
ing 50 others, 15 of them critically, in
Udhampur district, 9 kms from Jammu.

STRIKING IN a big way two days after

Drrector General of Police Gurbachan
Jagat said that cordon and search operations
have been launched to nab the militants
responsible for acts of violence in the State.

Hizbul spokesman Salim Hashmi said in
Islamabad that "until India accepts our
demand (for inclusion of Pakistan in talks to
resolve the Kashmir issue) we will intensify
our attacks on Indian security forces and
military installations.”

The convoy was going from Jammu to

Srinagar carrying reinforce-
ments on the eve of
Independence Day. Two
other explosions also
rocked  Nishat and

Sangrama, but there were’

no reported casualties.

IGP (Jammu zone) R.V.
Raju told reporters that
militants ambushed the 15-
vehicle convoy carrying
BSF personnel at Tamator
curve on Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway, setting
off an improvised explosive
device, possibly with the
help of a remote control.
The explosion at 8.30 am
extensively damaged one of
the vehicles of the convoy.

Militants struck again at
2.30 pm triggering another
IED blast when the convoy
was held up at a nearby
place after the first explo-
sion. The 294-km highway,
the only road link that the
Valley has with rest of the
country and is guarded
round the clock.

Earlier, as the convoy was
climbing the hilly portion
of the road at Tamatar
Morh, several kg of RDX
hidden on a roadside
exploded throwing the BSF
bus several feet high and

Hizbul parrots
tripartite rider

HIZBUL SUPREME com-
mander Syed Salahuddin on
Sunday said the outfit could
again declare ceasefire if
India accepts the participa-
tion of Pakistan in tripartite
talks on Kashmir. "India
should demonstrate flexjbili
ty in responding to the asi
reality that discussio

lution of the Kas
fem," he said inwp i

‘Talks delayed,
not derailed’

Hizbul negotiator Fazal Haq
Qureshi told Doordarshan
on Sunday that "the process
of talks has been delayed not
derailed”. His statement
lends hope that the stalled
talks could yet be resumed,
though no time frame was
indicated. PTI, New Dethi

Both Hizbul and Lashker-e-Toiba have

warned of attacks on secu-
rity forces and vital installa-
tions in the coming days.

Said the BSF spokesman
on the attacks, "We are not
at all surprised it was the
Hizbul. They have stepped
up their violent activities
across Kashmir after with-
drawing the ceasefire.
itants killed: A defence
inistry spokesman, mean-
while, said Indian soldiers
overnight gunned down
two cross-border secession-
ist fighters from Pakistan
after they had sneaked into
southern Kashmir and
attacked an Indian military
post.”

Two of them were killed
and some more wounded
when Indian soldiers retali-
ated," he said, gdding that
the Shuotoug_ opcurred in
the district o Poonch,

site of the twin blasts. The

injured managed to escape

to Pakistan, he said.

‘Dump Pak’: Indicating

that militant outfits in J&K

should not be swayed by

Pakistan, Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee said his gov-

ernment was prepared for

talks with them, but the

shattering the window panes of other vehi-
cles as the bus came crashing down. The
bomb was apparently kept in the luggage
hold of the bus. Traffic was suspended on the
road and was cleared in the afternoon.

Three of the victims have been identified
as Nanda Kunthal of Kerala, Ujrahin Linga
of Orissa and constable Pandrajan of
Mabharashtra.

All the injured were admitted to
Udhampur hospital where the condition of
15 personnel was described as critical and 19
were discharged after first aid

ultras have to take an independent decision.

He said violence in the Kashmir valley was
because of division in the ranks of militants,
but "we are hopeful that the sections who
want peace would be able to convince other
sections about holding talks." He told
reporters that his Government was prepared
for talks with them but the ultras have
to take an independent decision on their
own.

"We are ready for talks and we want to
resolve the Kashmir issue. But the militants
have to take a decision of their own," he said.
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Army, Fernandes
contradict each

other on

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHt, AUG 12. )/

DEFENCE Mi'm'ster George
Fernandes and the Army head-
-quarters are making contradictory

 statements over the occupation of -

Point 5353 in the Drass sector of
Jammu and Kashmir. While Fer-
nandes hassaid -

LoC row

two other dominating features’ On
the Line of Control. Fernandesyes-
terday had said that Pakistan was
notincontrol of any poston the In- -
dianside of the Line of Control and
that every post was under the In- |
dian Army’s control. He said that
every inch of land was in Indian
control. “In accordance with the

that the post i
~ ynder Indian
- control, - the
army, inastate- :
.ment, on Sat~
urday said the
. post was never
under Indian ;
. control _either !
before or after:
.Operation Vi
jay. :
Post 5353 in the Drass sector

hasbeen a point of contention with :
both India and Pakistan trying to -
wrest control of the‘peak even dur-
ing the Kargil conflict. Since the .

peak is on the Line of Control,
there was heavy jockeying for it
even after the ceasefire between
-the Indian and Pakistani forces
camemtoeffecthulylastyear
The army has that while peak
5353 was forever in Pakistani con-
trol, the Indian army had oocupled

‘Simla agree-
ment, the Line |
of  Control
passesthrough
Point . 5353.
This point was
never - under
our occupa-
tion either be-

fore or “after
‘Operation Vi-
jay,” an army
spokesman re-

iterated today. On the minister’s .

- statement, a Ministry of Defence

(MoD) ‘spokesmian said that the

- peak was under the control of the
"Pakistani forces but the minister

meant that the féature was under

- Indian control, when he said that
.every.inch of land was in Indian

control.
An army spokesman said that

point 5070 and 5245, both on the
LoC close to 5353¢bere in Indlan
control. 4
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aptain killed 1n .
Rajouri, body
brought hggle

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE i) fib 4 \{\

CALCUTTA, Aug. 13. — Captain Shekhar Ghosh (2§),
commissioned in Army Service Corps and attached to 2 Sikh, wis
killed in an encounter with Kashmiri militants in the Rajouri se&-
tor of Jammu and Kashmir early yesterday.

He killed seven militants before he died of bullet injuries, an
Army press release said.

Capt Ghogh’s body reached Calcutta airport this evening.
His father,Lieutenant-Colonel (retd) Shankar Nath Ghosh, and
some relatives were present at the airport from where the body
was taken to the Ghoshes’ Jaihindpalli home in Nonachandan-
pukur, Barrackpore.

The last rites will be performed at Gandhighat crematorium in
Barrackpore tomorrow morning with full military honour. .

Lt-Col Ghosh told The Statesman that he was proud of his
son’s sacrifice for the country.

Capt Ghosh had spoken to his father over the phone six days ago
to inform his family that all was fine.

He was slated to come home on 21 September his birthday. He
came home last in April.

Capt Ghosh is survived by his parents and a sister.

A student of English, Capt Ghosh graduated from Ramlal
Aréaénd College under Delhi University. Later, he joined the
NCC.

In September 1997, he passed out from Indian Military
Academy and was commissioned in Army Service Corps. His first
posting was at Rajouri.

The captain had won a silver medal at the Natlonal Shooting
Championship in Kanpur and a gold medal in Delhi.

THE STATESMAN



Maha Vir Chakra winner '

Capt Suri of 12 Bihar is lo&{L

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 14 \&{\&
CAPTAIN GURIJINDER Singh Suri,
who repulsed a Pakistani attack on a
border post in Gulmarg sector in
Jammu and Kashmir, has been posthu-
mously awarded the the Maha Vir
Chakra, nation's second highest award
for gallantry this year.

Captain Suri of 12 Bihar battalion is
among the 247 Armed Forces’ person-
nel selected for President’s gallantry
awards and “mention in despatches” on
the eve of the Independence Day.

Captain Suri has been honoured for
defending the “Faulad” post, a forward
defended locality, on November 9 last

year in the face of a determined attack by Pakistani

troops.

™~
qualities” in repulsing the attack by 640
Mujahid battalion of the Pakistani Army in
which 17 Pakistani soldiers were killed, two
of them by Capt. Suri.

The officer who belonged to Ghaziabad
in Uttar Pradesh, was hit by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade.

A recoiless gun, a medium machine gun
and two rocket lunchers snatched from
enemy troops. )

Captain Suri is the lone recipient of the
MVC among the 139 gallantry award win-
ners and 108 “mention in despatches”.

The awardees include three Vir Chakras,
two Shaurya Chakras, two Kirti Chakras,
one Yuddh Seva Medal, two bar to Sena-
Medals and 100 Sena Medals.

The Kirti Chakra awardees are Major

Deepak Mehra of 5 Gorkha Rifles and late Captain

Amit Semwal of 16 Dogras.

He displayed “raw courage and highest leadership

See aiso Page 9/
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Militants Shiftv

target, point '

R
guns at each'!
. y-9 4N
other mm Jammu

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies

JAMMU: The rift between local
militants and foreign mercenaries
came to the fore on Monday when
militants  of the  Hizbul
Mujahideen, aided by villagers,
gunned down a militant belonging
to the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) and
badly wounded another in Mehrot
village in Poonch district.

This is the first time that acrimo-
ny, which has been simmering for
the last four years between the
two militant outfits, has spilled out

Observers said that though the
Hizb withdrew the cease-fire
under Pakistani pressure and both
groups had claimed responsibitity
for the Srinagar Residency Road
car bomb blast, which claimed 14
lives, it did not necessarily mean a
unity of minds and perceptions.

Since 1996, when Pakistan
redoubled its efforts to disrupt
normal life in the Valley by push-
ing in foreign mercenaries to show
that the Poonch and Rajouri dis-
tricts were also involved in mili-
tancy, there have been several

into the open.

The wvillagers RM .S‘hi

ifts stand on

reports of ten-
sion, even clash-
es, between for-

W

were being

harassed by the |

foreign merce-
naries of LeT
and this was
resented by the
Hizb. Last
month, LeT mili-
tants had shot

dead Haji
Mumtaz, a
revered religious
leader of

Mehrot, accusing
him of being an
informer for
security forces.
On Saturday, on
a similar charge,
militants had
beaten up Haji
Lal Hussein in
the village.
Incensed vil-
lagers, joined by
Hizb militants,
later attacked a
nearby hideout

talks with Pak

The Times of india News Service
NEW DELHE In an apparent
shift in his stand as stated in par-
liament, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has laid
emphasis on the form of govern-
ment in Pakistan and sought a
political consensus before the
Centre deals with the military
dictatorship in Islamabad.

The responsibility of political
parties to sink their ideological
differences has increased since
Pakistan is under a military dic-
tatorship now, Mr Vajpayee has
caid in a special article in the lat-
est issue of Panchajanya, the
RSS mouthpiece.

Last week, in a reply to
Congress leaders Gulam Nabi
Azad and Pranab Mukherjee,
Mr Vajpayee had said in the
Rajya Sabha that his govern-
ment would deal with any gov-
ernment in Pakistan, whether
democratically elected or not.

eign mercenaries
and local mili-
tants.

The rivalry has
stemmed from
two factors—the
mercenaries’
propensity  to
treat local mili-
tants as second-
rate activists fit
only to act as
coolies and
guides and the
local militants’
resentment at the
ill-treatment of
villagers, includ-
ing the rapes of
women, by the
mercenaries in
remote pockets.

Meanwhile,
according to a
report from
Srinagar, 18 peo-
ple were injured

of the LeT and in

an hour-long gun battle, killed one
LeT militant and wounded anoth-
er, while the rest fled.

Security forces later launched
an operation to nab the rival mili-
tant groups.

Observers said that the clash
was a “mini-run” of the difference
in approach of foreign and local
militants which had found its man-
ifestation early this month when
more than 100 people were massa-
cred, reportedly by the LeT, a few
hours after the Hizb had declared
a cease-fire.

when a powerful
grenade exploded at Bijbehara 01;

the Srinagar-Jammu national high-
way on Wednesday.

The grenade, hurled by mili-
tants, was targeted at a secrity
vehicle at Bijbehara town ip
Anantnag district, a security ofk.
cer said.

The grenade missed its target
and exploded on the busy road,
wounding the pedestrians, he said,
and added that one of the injured
was in critical condition.

No militant outfit has claimed
responsibility for the incident.

-



/ IAF officer held in

* church blasts case

By K. V. Subramanya

BANGALORE, AUG. 17. The investigation by the Corps
of Detectives (CoD) into the series of explosions in
churches has revealed that an Indian Air Force
officer was part of the conspiracy and had also
passed on sensitive information regarding de-
fence establishments to Pakistan.

The Director-General of Police, Mr. C. Dinakar,
and the Director-General of Police (CoD), Mr. V.
V. Bhaskar, said Syed Hasan-ur-Zama (50), a Ju-
nior Warrant Officer with the IAF, posted at New
Delhi, had been arrested from his Gurgaon, Ha-
ryana house on August 8 and remanded to police
custody. A member of the Deendar Channabasa-
veshwara Siddique outfit, the native of Nuzvid in
Andhra Pradesh’s Krishna district, apart from
leaking sensitive information on defence estab-
lishments also provided information on various
vital installations to Pakistan.

Two of his brothers were involved in the defil-
ing of the B.R. Ambedkar statue in Mumbai, Mr.
Dinakar said. But he refused to divulge details of
the information the accused had passed on to
Pakistan saying the issue was “‘sensitive”. Hasan-
ur-Zama, in charge of stores in the IAF, was said
to have passed on sensitive information to Isla-
mabad since 1992,

Asked whether the accused would be court-
martialled, Mr. Bhaskar said top IAF officers had
been alerted about the matter. Senior IAF officers

were also present at the press conference today -

where a video presentation on the explosions was

made by thg»{spector -General of Police (CoD),'\hﬂd

Mr. K. Srikumar. Mr. Bhaskar said investigations
were still on and the CoD was working in tandem
with the Andhra Pradesh, Goa and Maharashtra
police “as the ramifications of the case were be-
yond Karnataka”.

Asked when the CoD would file chargesheets
against the accused, he said, “according to the
Criminal Procedure Code, the chargesheets have
to be filed within 90 days of the date of arrest and
we will do it.” On the possibility of the ISI being
involved, Mr. Dinakar said the Pakistan-based
chief of the Deendar Channabasaveshwara Sid-
dique, Syed Zia-ul-Hassan, the brain behind the
blasts, ostensibly had no major source of income
to fund the explosions. “Huge funds are required
to plan and execute such explosions. No one will
do it for a song. From where did the culprits get
the money? You can draw your own inference,”
he said.

Another Deendar activist held
By Our Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, AUQ. 17. Another Deendar Anjuman
activist, Shaik Hashim Al (24), was arrested by
the CID sleuths from the Imliban bus stand here
this morning.

The accused, a resident of Asifnagar, had alleg-
edly planted a bomb in the Medak church on May
28. A motorcycle, some documents, gelatine
sticks, electric détonators and other material
éd from him. With this, the' total
arrests made in the bomb blasts c
n to 27, according to a press release

number
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/’Iﬁlks still possible:

We re for

HT Correspondent}

5)680
New Delhi, August 17

OME MINISTER L.K.

Advani today stated the

Government is still open
to talks with all those in Kashmir
who "give up the path of terror and
violence".

Addressing the Parliamentary
Consultative Committee for Home
Affairs, the first since the failure of
the Centre's recent peace initiative,
he said the Government would con-
tinue its efforts to bring normalcy to
the State through dialogue.

"But the security forces will
remain in a state of high alert to
face the challenges and threat of
renewed militancy in the State," he
said, responding to suggestions
from the Opposition members of
the panel.

Earlier in

the day, Prime

m J&

Minister .B.Vajpayee assured
the BJP MPs that the Government
was prepared to meet any eventu-
ality in J&K following the calling
off of the cease-fire and described
the situation as changing from
time to time.

Addressing the BJP Parliamen-
tary Party, he said, "We are for
peace but at the same time we are
ready to face any challenge from
militants."

The Home Minister said the peo-
ple of J&K were extremely unhap-
py that Pakistan sabotaged the
prospects for peace by causing the
withdrawal of Hizbul Mujahi-
deen’s cease-fire.

The Opposition MPs at the
Home Ministry's meeting were
shown an audio-visual presenta-
tion of Pakistan's overt and covert
efforts to cause large-scale
destruction and panic using sophis-

but ready for

ticated explosive devices and its
attempt to extend the tentacles of
Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) to
the country's hinterland.

CPI(M) leader  Somnath
Chatterjee, AICC general secre-
tary Ghulam Nabi Azad, MDMK
chief Vaiko, IUML leader G.M.
Banatwala demanded a ban on the
Deendar Anjuman, the group,
which has been held responsible
for a series of 12 blasts in churches
and temples in south India.

Mr Banatwalla, Mr Mirza Abdul
Rashid and Mr Azad said Deendar
Anjuman had nothing to do with
the Muslim community and its
activities had to be exposed to cor-
rect any public misgivings about its
links.

They congratulated the Ministry
for thwarting the attempts of
Pakistan-backed bodies to creating
trouble and ensuring incident-free

vani

y challenge, says PM

I-Day celebrations throughout the
country, an official release said.
Mr Advani informed the
Opposition leaders that his min-
istry was getting full cooperation
from the State Governments in
tracking and containing the disrup-
tive activities of militant groups,
aided and supported by Pakistan.
The Nepalese PM had, on his
recent visit to New Delhi, assured
India of all help to prevent the
Nepalese soil, being used by any
foreign power against this country.
Blaming Pakistan for forcing the
Hizbul to call off the cease-fire, Mr
Vajpayee told the BJP MPs that
the militants were divided and had
begun fighting among themselves.
"It was at the behest of Pakistan
that the militants had called off the
cease-fire, which they had declared
when they came forward for talks,"
he said.
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Y,Curfew in Rajourl
. as militants kill 6

Q\Q By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 18. At least six per-
sons who were members of a vil-
lage defence committee (VDC)
were gunned down and as many
injured by unidentified militants
in a Rajouri village late on Thurs-
day evening. (According to UNI,
militants of the Harkat-ul-Jehade-

. Islami were involved in the inci-

dent.) Apprehending trouble, the
authorities have imposed indefi-
nite curfew in Rajouri town.

Reports said a group of uniden-
tified militants descended on vil-
lage Kot Dara, around 10 km from
Rajouri town, barged into a few
houses, and fired indiscriminately
at the inmates, killing six persons
on the spot. The six injured, in-
cluding three women, have been
hospitalised.

The slain members are Vishwa-
nath, Manohar Lal, Ashok Kumar,
Ganesh Chand, Bishamber Dass
and Purushottam Lal. (A report
said one of the deceased was a
woman.) All the deceased are
stated to be members of VDCs set
up by the Government to defend
against militant attacks. All the
VDCs have Hindu minority mem-
bers in Rajouri, Poonch and Doda
districts.  Security forces have

.
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rushed to the area and
combing operations. Tensm
gripped the entire area and tem-
pers ran high among the minority
Hindu community. Authorities |
immediately announced the im-
position of curfew in Rajouri to
prevent any communal flare-up.

Police, paramilitary forces and
the Army were deployed to main-
tain peace. The DIG, Rajouri-
Poonch, Mr. Ram Lubhaya, said
curfew was imposed as a precau-
tionary measure. The situation
though tense is under control, he
said.

In the last few weeks Rajouri
has seen an increase in militant
activities. Only a week ago curfew
was imposed in the town follow-
ing the killing of a civilian when
the Army opened fire.

PTI reports:

The Assistant Commissioner,
Rajouri, Mr. Abdul Quyoom Mir,
was injured when a mob, protest-
ing the killings, threw stones at
his vehicle and burnt the car of
the Deputy Commissioner, Mr.
B.A. Runyal, when the officials re-
ached the Jawahar Nagar locality
where the bodies of the victims
were brought for last rites.




AN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Q{

NEW DELHI, Aug. 19: — The
government is ready for talks
with Kashmiri militant groups
without any pre-condition, Mr
George Fernandes has said.
The defence minister said
“technicalities” should not come
in the way of talks. Denying
differences in the government
over talks, the defence minister

recent statements of Hizbul
Mujahideen leaders on-restimp-
tion of a dialogue.

“People like Hizbul Mujahi-

They are Indians... Our own
citizens. We cannot hesitate to
talk to them...” Mr Fernandes
said in an interview to a televi-
sion programme — Darasal —
to be telecast on Doordarshan
news channel tomorrow night.
He, however, made it clear
that as defence minister it was
his duty to protect country’s
borders and fight terrorism.
Asgked if there was any pre-
condition for talks, Mr Fernan-
des said: “Where is the question
of any conditions...When Pak-
istan says it wants to talk... We
tell them (Pakistan) that they
sheuld stop such things (cross-
border terrorism). But to our

this, come sit and talk.”

The defence minister said the
Hizbul had been involved in
terrorist activities over the
past 10 to 12 years. “They
(Hizb) have also come to the
conclusion that this is not the
way and they should talk...
They only came with the pro-

"posal... We can only conclude
that they themselves want a
dialogue.” :

On fears that the Hizbul

offer to buy time to regroup,

Govt rea

described as “positive” the

deen (ultras) are Kashmiris...

own people we are saying leave

might be dangling the talks

e WV
)(f@mir disputed territory: Hizbul

g

for talks:

are those who are working at
the behest of Pakistan. You
cannot hope to wean them

away in the near future...’
However, those who have come.

forward for talks to solve the
problem... Let us not doubt
their intentions...”

Salahuddin’s terms: Syed

- Salahuddin, Hizbul supreme

commander, today said his
organisation could resume a
ceasefire if India recognised

Kashmir as a disputed terrifo- |
ry and agreed to Pakistan’s -
inclusgion in talks, AFP adds

from Muzaffarabad in PoK.
Pak shelling: An Army porter
was killed and- eight civilians
were wounded as Pakistani
troops continued shelling along
the LoC in north Kashmir for
the third day today.

Killings: Six people, including
four militnats, had been killed
in the Kashmir valleysince
last evening. Security forces
killed two militants at
Haihama in Kupwara district
last night and another two at

Kaloosa  Bandipora in
Baramulla today.
Suicide squads: The

Lashkar-e-Taiyaba is training

suicide squads to target sensi-
tive installations and impor-
tant people in J&K, a surren-

"~ dered Laskar militant, Abu

dirat, said in Jammu today.
Hurriyat chief: The APHC

chairman, Mr Abdul Gani ;

Bhat, hoped that his “personal”
proposal to form two Hurriyat
groups for talks with New
Delhi and Islamabad would be
accepted by the two sides.
Asma Jahangir: Asma
Jahangir of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights
has urged Pakistan and India
to investigate the recent vio-
lence in J&K. '
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Kashmir mine explosio

kill

N
FROMMUKHTAR

Srinagar, Aug. 21: In a serious
setback to counter-insurgency op-
erations in Kashmir, a brigadier
and his deputy were killed in a
massive landmine blast at Zachal-
dara near Handwara in the north-
ern border district of Kupwara
late this afternoon.

Official sources here said 10
soldiers were wounded in the ex-
plosion. The sources said late this
afternoon the sector commander
of 7 Rashtriya Rifles; Brigadier
Sher Gill, and his deputy, Col. Ra-
jinder Chauhan, were out pa-
trolling under heavy escort when
their vehicle hit a landmine. Bri-
gadier Gill and Col. Chauhan died
on the spot while 10 others recei-
ved serious injuries.

One of their security guards
later succumbed to his injuries.
Brigadier Gill had recently joined
as the new sector commander of 7
Rashtriya Rifles in the sensitive
border area of Handwara and
Kupwara.

Senior district police and secu-
rity force officers immediately

rushed to the spot with reinforce- -

ments. The area was cordoned off

rigadie

VE ph ¥
-
‘¥anda massﬁe combing operation

mounted to arrest those behind
the blast. No one has yet owned re-
sponsibility,

This is the second time in the
past 11 years of militancy in Kash-
mir that an army officer of the
rank of a brigadier has been kil-
led by militants. Sources here said
the brigadier was inspecting his
units in the area when the mine
exploded.

In the second attack of the day
on security forces, three army-
men were Killed and 15 others
wounded when militants fired ro-
ckets gm-a camp at Banihal on the
Jamath-Srinagar national high-
way in the afternoon.

Police sources here said the
the rockets hit a barrack where
soldiers were resting. Three $ol-
diers died on the spot and 15 oth-
ers were injured. The condition of
three jawans was stated to be criti-
cal.

The renewed bloodshed was a
cruel mockery of chief minister
Farooq Abdullah’s claim that the
“ground has been prepared for re-
starting the derailed peace pro-
cess in Kashmir”.

.“The recent statements of the
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central governme and the

Hizbul Mujahideen on a peace ini-
tiative are positive signs,” Farooq
Abdullah said today:

“Going by experience, this ti-
me talks would be held secretly
without the knowledge of many.
There would be no media hype ei-
ther,” he said.

“Now the question is how soon
the ball starts rolling,” the chief
minister added.

Asked about the Hizbul accu-
sation of dividing the Valley on
communal lines by planning tore-
settle Kashmiri Pandits, who have
fled the state, in camps, Farooq
Abdullah said: “Perhaps, it has
not been understood in the right
perspective. We are not dividing
the Valley for return of mi-
grants.”

“What we propose to do is to
create transit camps where the
migrants will stay under security
and get their damaged houses re-
constructed and existing struc-
tures repaired to facilitate their
return to their homes,” he added.

The chief minister said such
an arrangement was necessary
since it was not possible to give se-
curity to individual houses.

AP



No judicial inquiry

into massacre

e\

aovil tells

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies

NEW DELHI: The National
Democratic Alliance government
on Tuesday rejected m the Lok
Sabha the Congress demand for a
judicial probe into the Amarnath
massacre but said it would not be
found wanting if the high-level
committee inquiring into the inci-
dent pointed to lapses in the secu-
rity set-up.

Responding to a marathon
debate on a Congress-sponsored
motion seeking an inquiry by a
sitting high court judge, home
minister LK. Advani said such a
probe at this stage would only
create doubts in the minds of
the people specially when

Pakistan had launched a high-
pitched propaganda accusing the
Indian security forces and chief
minister Faroog Abdullah of being
responsible for the killings on the
night of August 1.

Mr Advani said a three-member

panel comprising Lt. Gen. 1.
Mukherjee of the Unified
Command in Jammu and

Kashmir, the principal home sec-
retary of the state government
and the Anantnag district
magistrate were already probing
possible security lapses and would
submit its report within three
months.

He said if the report of the panel
revealed dereliction of duty or
security lapses, the government
would consider the issue of a judi-
cial inquiry. Prime minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has earlier too
given such an assurance to the
house, he said.

Refuting the opposition charge
that the government had lowered
its guard in J&K after the
Hizbud Mujahideen announced
the ceasefire, Mr Advani said 799
militants were killed in the state in
July even after government
responded to the offer to hold
peace talks.

The number of militants killed
in J&K last month was one of the
highest in recent years, he said,
adding, “It is baseless to say that
we lowered our guard.”

Asserting that the route of the
Amarnath pilgrimage was nearly
100 km from the Line of Control,
Mr Advani said the number of
security personnel including
from the army and paramilitary
forces deployed along the route
was much higher than previous

o~
’wagﬂ |

Congress

years.

US officials meet APHC lead-
ers: Officials of the US Embassy
on Tuesday met All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) chairman
Abdul Ghani Bhat and former
APHC chief Syed Ali Shah
Geelani.

“The US officials just called on
us to inquire about our welfare,”
claimed Bhat. Asked for the
names and designations of the
officials, he said he was unable to
recall them. The political section
of the US Embassy has been in
touch with Hurriyat leaders ever
since the organisation was created
in the mid-1990s.

Bhat and Geelani had landed
in the capital on Monday spark-
ing off the possibility of
second track peace talks with the
government. Asked if the govern-
ment had responded to APHC's
latest proposal for talks, Bhat said.
“How can anything happen so
quickly.”

My fault, says Salahuddin:
Reports from Islamabad say the
chief of the Pakistan-based
extremist outfit Hizbul
Mujahideen, Syed Salahuddin, has
admitted his fault for not consult-
ing other militant groups before
announcing a ceasefire. He said
there were particular reasons for
the faux pas which he was not in a
position to disclose.

He alsodid that only Pakistan
was providing support to Kashmiri
separatists. “No Muslim country
sent us even 11 cartridges, 11
grenades or 11 ounces of explosive
material over the last 11 years,”
Salahuddin said.



Kashmiri ultras: :

Kinsuk Basu
Calcutta, August 25

S

"CLOSE ON the heels of the arrest
of a suspected Jamaat-ul-
Mujaheedin =~ member  from
Basirhat, the BSF on Thursday
nabbed Jahid Ahmed, a Hizbul
Mujaheedin activist, from an area
neat the India-Bangladesh border,
confirming intelligence claims that
the State is now a safe route for ISI
agents and Kashmiri militants
heading for Kashmir or Pakistan.
The border forces have recovered
a digital diary from Jahid contain-
ing names and telephone numbers
of some key ISI members in
Pakistan including that of Major
Sultan in Karachi. “The diary has
also thrown up names and contact
numbers of a section of Pakistan
army’s top brass based in

Islamabad. The n eg have a clear
mention of their designation, which
makes it easier for us to identify the
person. In fact, some of them are of
the rank of colonel and major. We
have informed the Union Home
ministry about this for necessary
action,” said K C Sharma, principal
staff officer, BSF (South Bengal).
The border sec-
urity personnel at
Ghozadanga — a
far-flung village
along the Indo-Bangla border in
North 24-Parganas — near Basirhat
nabbed Jahid in the wee hours of
Thursday after he was found to be
moving around in the area suspi-
ciously. On interrogation, he admit-
ted that he was a member of the
Hizbul group and on his way to
Srinagar to meet their leader,
Abdul Majid Dar. This meeting,

Hizbul Man Held
TR ——

Th Bengal connection

with the CBI, was scheduled to take
place| on August 26. Dar, he
claim¢d, had sent an SOS urging
him tp come down for “a strategic
discu 1on on increasing youth base
in Indta’

A resident of Rajorikadal in
Srinagar, Jahid

told BSF offi-
cials that he
joined the

Hizbul in 1990. Three years later,
the high school student was sent to
Islamabad for training in the use of
sophisticated arms. It was during
one such training session that Jahid
sustained an injury in his right hand
and was later sfn‘fted to the working
group of the outfit as Nayeb
Nazeem Daftar.

Further interrogations revealed

that Jahid flew do fro
Islamabad to Karachi on 1.
The next day he arrived in Dhaka
and after meeting up with his con-
tacts there headed for India. Jahid
was carrying as huge amount of |
money with him and the BSF recov- |
ered Rs 47,000 from his possession.
The rest, he said, was spegt on his
journey from Islamabad to Dhaka.

The arrest of Jahid and some
other extremists from the bordering
areas of North 24-Parganas have
created a flutter among BSF and
intelligence officials. While the
madrassahs along the Siliguri
Corridor have been known to be a
breeding ground for anti-national
activities, both these agencies are
now keeping a watch on pockets
inhabited by minorities along the
India-Bangladesh border in North
24-Parganas.
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- Report oi\/
\»natlonal
' w‘* security

STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICE & f(},
ANEW DELHI, Aug. 29. — T}Be
task force on border manage-
ment today presented a 499-
page report on national securi-
ty to the Group of Ministers

(GoM).

The report was presented by
Dr Madhav Godbole, former
Union home secretary, who is
heading the task force set up
by the GoM.

The report has analysed key
security aspects like border

. fencing, safeguarding sanctity
of airspace, infiltration and
smuggling, restructuring of
border guarding paramilitary
forces, and adoption of technol-
ogy as a force multiplier, an
official release said.

The report, which has come
up with a summary of recom-
mendations, has chapters on
‘Land Borders’, ‘Maritime
Borders and Island Terri-
tories’, ‘Illegal Immigration’,
‘Citizenship, Passpert, Immi-
gration and Refugee Law’,
‘Caring for. Population in the
Border Areas’ and ‘Challenging
Tasks Ahead’.

The GoM headed by the

" Union home minister, Mr LK
Advani, had been constituted
by the Prime Minister in April
to review the national security
system in its entirety and in
particular to consider the
recommendations of the Kargil
Review Committee and formu-
late specific proposals for.
implementation.
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THE CHALLENGE OF I\ME

SECURITY

THE CONFERENCE OF Chief Secretaries, Home\§\ be a general cogsensus on introducing an effec-

Secretaries and Directors-General of Police of all
States, convened by the Home Ministry, to re-
view the state of internal security, is a step in the
right direction. It will be even better to do this at
a meeting of Chief Ministers, scheduled for Au-
gust 5. Equally significant is the announcement
that this review could become an annual affair.
Internal security has always been cause for con-
cern. Instead of laying the blame squarely on
‘anti-India’ forces, the Home Ministry, the in-
telligence agencies and the police force in all the
States must galvanise themselves into an action
mode. As the meeting rightly noted, there are
various aspects to internal security: cross-bor-
der terrorism; subversive activities of militant
groups; naxal violence; communal, caste and
ethnic tensions; attacks on Christians or places
of worship and underworld activities especially
in a city like Mumbai. Some of these problems
have to be taken up at the national level so that
key linkages are not lost. If the States deal with
them locally, there will be the passibility of their
treating the problems purely as a law and order
issue.

The official-level meeting has prepared the
agenda for the conclave of the Chief Ministers,
who will bring political input into decision-
making at the highest level. It is imperative to
keep politics out of this exercise so that key deci-
sions on coordination, cooperation, exchange of
information and tracking down of inter-State
operations can be taken. Especially in the con-
text of the attacks on Christians and churches,
mosques and temples, the police have seen a
pattern in the operations. But the Andhra Pra-
desh police, for instance, are clueless about the
culprits. It will be useful to investigate at the
national level so that the modus operandi in all
the States can be compared and lessons drawn.

. And if there is a similarity in the strikes or even
' the materials (explosives) used, it can provide
\/ital links. At the officials’ level, there seems to

tive anti-terrorisky law that is also fair in place of
the TADA. The teryorism-affected States desper-
ately want a new law, but human rights groups
and social activists have opposed another dra-
conian measure that can give a handle to the
police to detain inconvenient suspects without
a proper trial cr charge. While there may be a
case for new legal provisions to deal with terror-
ism by organised groups, more effective polic-
ing and efficient investigation can go a long way
in containing the problem.

Apparently, the Home Ministry has not
been able to convince all States about its pro-
posal to go in for a federal law enforcement
agency. This is bound to be taken up again with
the Chief Ministers, some of whom are extreme-
ly sensitive to any Central intervention in law
and order, which is a State subject. At a time
when the CBI is being burdened with so many
sensitive cases, the Chief Ministers and the
Home Ministry must come up with a viable al-
ternative particularly to deal with cyber crime.
Without giving it any political colour or talking
about dismissing a State Government for the
breakdown of law and order, the Centre must
devise instruments to assist affected States in
restoring order. Bihar remains a standing exam-
ple. 1t is a reflection on successive State Govern-
ments which have not been able to put an end
to senseless massacres of innocents. Similarly,
the Foreign Currency Regulation Act must be
amended to check the inflow of fake notes
which could undermine the economy. In the
face of such grave threats to internal security,
the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, can also
work out regional cooperation for better results
in containing inter-State gangs and crimes. He
must also be planning how and where to use
Israeli expertise and experience in beefing up
security, intelligence and counter-terrorism.
The challenge is to harmonise security mea-
sures with civil liberties.

e



Long seelgy\ﬂnte Paper on ISI activities

HT Corrocpondent '\W

New Delhi, July 3 %
THE CONGRESS today demanded a White
Paper on IST activities. The party was respond-
ing to Home Minister L. K. Advani's statement
that a foreign hand was behind the recent spate
of attacks on Christians.

Talking to reporters, party spokesperson
Anand Sharma said if the situation was so seri-
ous then the “white paper' should be tabled in
the forthcoming - Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Thking strong exception to the proposal for a
dialogue between the VHP-Bajrang Dal and the
Christian leaders, Mr Sharma said: “This lunatic

“fringe of the Sangh Parivar should not be
allowed to masquerade as representatives of the
Hindus.

“If at all a religious dialogue has to be held
with the archbishops, then only the four
shankaracharyas should act as the representa-

tives of the Hindus."
The party also launched an attack on the BJP-
led Government for "supporting elements

‘I am not for party chief’

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and CWC
member Pranab Mukherjee said on Monday
that he was not in the race for the party pres-
ident’s post, elections for which are sched-
uled later this year. Asked by reporters at
Doddaballapura, near Bangalore, if he was
contesting, Mukherjee said: "There is no
question of my contesting. I am not interest-
ed." He said he did not subscribe to the view
that under Sonia Gandhi's leadership the
Congress had "declined". PTl, Bangalore

which were threatening the unity and integrity
of the country."

In view of the growing demands for autono-
my, being raised in various states, party

=1 HINDUSTAN TIME

spoke%e&so Ajit Jogi expressed fears that the
security-and sovereignty of the country was not
safe in the hands of the Vajpayee Government.

He said an example of this was the MDMK |
conference in Erode where the NDA partners
spoke from the same platform but the contents
of their speeches were different.

"While Home Minister L. K Advani main-
tained that the subject of a separate Eelam
would not be raised at the meeting, PMK leader
S. Ramadoss supported the demand for an
independent Eelam.

“These are disturbing trends and it appears
that the only common thread which binds the 22
coalition partners is their lust for power,” Mr
Jogi claimed.

He said the Prime Minister's statement that
the Kashmir autonomy issue will be considered
has had a cascading effect with similar demands
being raised by Punjab, Assam and the final

manifestation of which was witnessed in the
MDMK conference also./m/g
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The MDMK'’s ‘Eelam Awakening’ conference at Erode is a significant
milestone in the journey of Tamil Nadu’s political parties towards a
credible and acceptable platform on the separatist war being waged by
Tamils in Sri Lanka. Although pro-Eelam postures were on abundant
and unabashed display at the meet, in the end both the MDMK and the
PMK extended unequivocal support to Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s “correct stand” on the conflict in Sri Lanka. The key
resolution at the MDMK conference is a whole-hearted endorsement of
Mr Vajpayee’s policy as one showing “sincere concern” for the suffering
" \Tamils in the “on-going tragedy in Sri Lanka”. MDMK cadres no doubt

ad photographs of LTTE supremo V Prabhakaran pinned to their
shirt-frons. They also hailed him as a “Tamil Hero”. But surely, Vaiko
was probably allowing his cadres to let out steam so that he could get
away with supporting the Vajpayee line and reaffirming the unity of the

National Democratic Alliance. It is likely that the DMK government too

agreed to shut its eyes to such extremist expressions after initially saying

‘no’ to pro-Eelam rallies in the state. Like Vaiko — who said that India

would not be responsible if Sri Lanka “got divided” because of

the “genocidal policy” of President Chandrika Kumaratunga — Mr

Ramadoss too defended the goal of Eelam. But neither the MDMK

nor the PMK explicitly committed themselves to supporting Eelam,

which is very different from pointing to it as an inevitability.
What these utterances underscore is that parties in Tamil Nadu, for
all their passionate advocacy of the cause of Sri Lankan Tamils, are
-not prepared to rock the NDA alliance and jeopardise their own
continuance in office. The compulsions of power at the Centre have
served to blunt the appeal of parochial ambitions, at least in the short
term. Being a part of the NDA, the southern parties cannot adopt an
extremist line on the issue of Sri Lankan Tamils. Yet the situation in

Tamil Nadu — where assembly elections are due next year — is such

that they have little option but to pander to the strong sentiments in

favour of Sri Lankan Tamils; neither can they ignore the hold the LTTE
has come to acquire on some Tamil politicians. As a result, even Tamil
parties and politicians not beholden in any way to the LTTE are con-
strained to play this game of one-upmanship. Given this context, the

Tamil Awakening hype is par for the course. What is jarring is that Union

Home Minister L K Advani was less than ‘awakened’ at the conference.

His remark that “the government is concerned not only about the Tamils

in Sri Lanka but also about people of Indian origin wherever their inter-

ests are in jeopardy” is indeed shocking. By now it should be common
knowledge that the homeland seeking Tamils in Sri Lanka are Sri

Lankans and not a part of the Indian diaspora; if anything, the Sinhalas

are of Indian origin because all of them had in some ancient period gone

from the.s0il of Bharat mata. A little more ‘awakéning’ in the country
outside’Tamil Nadu may help to keep Tamil part)'ze in step with us. /

THE TIMES OF INDIA



Missile-firing submarine 0
be inducted into Navy today

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, July 18

THE NAVY is all set to enter a new era with the cox)»—
missioning of India’s first missile-firing submarine,
INS Sindhushastra, at St Petersburg in Russia on
Wednesday. The submarine is fitted with the lethal
Klub anti-ship missile having a range of nearly 300 km.

Highly placed Government sources said Admiral
Sushil Kumar, Chief of Naval Staff, will be present
during the commissioning of this modified Kilo-class
submarine. Admiral Sushil Kumar, who was on an
official trip to the United
Kingdom, has flown to Russia in
order to be present on this
momentous occasion. The sub-
marine has a displacement of
around 1800 tonnes and is armed with the latest tor-
pedoes, besides the potent Klub missile.

While INS Sindhushastra is fitted with the anti-ship
version of the Klub missile, the three Kilo-class sub-
marines that are currently undergoing a refit at the St
Petersburg shipyard are expected to be armed with
Klub missiles with a land attack capability. The three
Kilo-class submarines were sent for overhaul and
refitting in 1998. They are expected join the Indian
Navy’s fleet by 2001.

It is understood that the refitted submarines will
have the latest version of the sub-sonic Klub missile.

3/Q%{‘ W \Q\\Y

INS Sindhushastra

This land-attack missile will have the capability to hit
targets in the range of nearly 500 km. The weapon, it
is learnt, will virtually be a Cruise missile as it will
home on to the target using the land coordinates, fed
into its on-board computer.

With the entry of the Klub missile in the Navy’s ars\
nal, the Indian submarines will now be more than a
match for the Pakistani sub-surface vessels in terms of
range, precision and attack capability. Pakistan has
French Agosta submarines fitted with Exocet and US
Harpoon anti-ship missiles. While the French Exocet
has a range of around 40-60 km, the Harpoon can
strike a target at a distance of
nearly 100 km.

Defence analysts say the mis-
sile-firing Kilo-class submarines
will also deter the Chinese, who
are making an increasing number of forays into the
Indian Ocean and beefing up its Navy. The Chinese
have recently acquired two Soverymenny class
destroyers from Russia, which are fitted with super-
sonic Moskit SSN-21 surface-to-surface missiles.

In fact, two Chinese warships have been sighted off
the Andaman Islands coast this week, while on their
way to East Africa.

The Indian Navy, on the other hand, is also beefing
up its force levels with three state-of-the-art Khrivak
class frigates being made in Russia. The work on the
advanced technology frigates has also gathered speed.

THE HINDUSTAN TiMg:



FROMR. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, July 12: The Centre
has received a rap on its knuck-
les from the National Human
Rights Commission which has
rejected “outright” the draft Bill
to replace Tada.

The new legislation — chris-
tened Prevention of Terrorism
Act and dubbed “super Tada”—
has come under fire for some of
its tough features. For instance,
anyone who interviews a sus-
pected militant can be arrested.
This implies that even a journal-
ist can be put behind bars if he
does not disclose the identity and
other details of a suspected mili-
tant voluntarily to the police
after an interview.

The rights panel, after consid-
ering its proposals to the law co-
mmission which has formulated
the Bill, believes criminal laws
are good enough to deal with ter-

other similar legisiation,” the
rights commission

In its proposal note to the law
commission, the rights panel
pointed out that in 1995, it had
taken a similar view on Tada as
“the draconian law had no place
in a democracy”.

The panel said it had a similar
opinion on the law being pro-
posed.

The commission said that the
government, before enacting the
proposal, should take into ac-
count its experience with Tada
and ascertain whether the exist-
ing laws of the land are not
enough to tackle terrorism.

According to the rights panel,
the government should instead
strengthen the law enforcement
agencies and review the func-
tioning of the criminal justice
system.

The tommission was flooded
with “all sorts of complaints” on
the misuse of Tada, which led to
a nationwide debate on the pros
and cons of the legislation. The
government of P.V. Narasimha
Rao was forced to scrap the law
after the public outcry.

Though the Supreme Court
did uphold Tada’s constitutional
validity, commission sources
said the ruling did not mean that
the legislation was not being
abused while tackling state ter-
rorism.

The commission said that it
was finding it difficult to carry
out its job as a human rights
monitor because of legislation
such as Tada and POT.

Unless these draconian laws
are scrapped from the statute
book, the panel said, “mainte-
nance and prevention of in-
fringements of human rights”
will be an impossible task.

THE TELIGRAPD
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~WHAT VICTORY

. : %
A Kargil Retrospective 47 oo\

IVEN that India has tra-
ditionally underplayed
the role of its armed
forces in preserving the free-
dom won through non-violent
means there would be much to
commend in the decision to
observe 26 July as “Kargil
{ Vijay Diwas”. The valour and
sacrifice of the 424 armed
forces personnel who died, the
1,363 seriously injured and the
thousands of others who partic-
ipated in that war must never
be forgotten. Yet it would be
only token homage that would
be paid if in bowing their
heads, those in authority
simultaneously duck the ques-
tions that Kargil generates.

Without in any way belittling
the gallantry and commitment
of those who battled both
enemy and terrain, there is a
widespread feeling in military
circles that both government
and service headquarters
have failed to address the
key question: what caused
the creation of conditions {
that cost the country so [
dearly.

Sure there hag been a
Kargil Review Commit-tee
(KRC), and an in-house ¢
exercise by the army too. |
Both have come up with the |
“systemic failure” theory,

.True also that several
senior officers holding key
positions in that secto
have gradually been moved
elsewhere — “after com
pleting their regular
tenures” is the official line.
Is that sufficient? Nobody

By KEITH FLORY

yet even today it has not dis-
played the courage to concede
that it blundered. This would
have been the first, critical,
step towards a remedy.

Rather than admit that
things were not up to scratch,
an emotional blitzkrieg was
launched. Ceremonials were
mounted in the full glare of
publicity to receive the soldier’s
bodies, large crowds gathered
at the funerals. Peasant stock
has ever been the backbone of
Indian soldiery, in pristine sim-
plicity village folk vowed to
send even more of their sons to
the “fauj”. That too was lapped
up by the emotional onslaught,
the situation contrasted with
the impact bodybags have in
Western societies. Every seri-
ous student of military history
will confirm that such glorifica-

carried the day. On the groynd
it was, as one expert described
it, a “meat-grinder operation”.
The credit for what is termed a
victory ends with the troops at
the front, the discredit flows in
the opposite direction, from
army headquarters downward.

During the operations, jour-
nalists functioning in Kargil
came back with stories of how
young officers and jawans
opeirly condemned their superi-
ors, and there is reason to
believe that a year down the
road the feelings have not
changed. The chain of com-
mand lost the moral fibre
which gave it its strength.
Alas, there is also reason to
suspect that the higher eche-
lons of command have yet to
realise the gravity of the situa-
tion, or set about restoring the
faith in leadership that lubri-
cates a military machine.

g2 The sins of Kargil may

have found absolution
through a determined bid
to revamp the defence
establishment, and if there
| is anything to be said for
he KRC report it is that it
did set out a road-map for
reform. Following which a
ministerial group, with spe-
cialist sub-groups have
been constituted. Since
their recommendations
have not been formulated it
| is unfair to predict or com-
ment on what they will
come up with. Unfortu-
nately there is no guaran-
tee that effective implemen-
tation will follow. There is

advocates a witch hunt, but is
there a credible explanation for
why regular patrolling was not
conducted, why the strands of
intelligence reports were not
woven inte a realistic apprecia-
tion of what was happening?

INEXCUSABLE

The army was caught with its
guard down, “taken by sur-
prise” was the euphemism used
by the authors of the KRC
report. Yet is it not the army’s
task to be prepared for all
eventualities? Perhaps even
worse was its initial bid to
underplay the intrusion, first
talking of small groups of mili-
tants, then suggesting an
influx of Afghan mercenaries,
before admitting that the
country had been invaded.

The first response had clearly
been tardy, young officers were
sent out with small squads to
tackle the militants. That those
squads did not return failed to
set alarms bells ringing. It was
almost ten days before the
Army sought support from the
air, which could not be provid-
ed immediately for a variety of
reasons. Not the least of them
being the army’s inability to
pinpoint the positions of its
own men, let alone zero-in on
the heights held by the intrud-
ers. All that is inexcusable.

Even the theory that the
goodwill generated by the bus
ride to Lahore caused the army
to take things easy does not
wash. For, when replying to a
series of parliamentary ques-
tions prior to the intrusions the
ministry of defence had said
that there was nothing to sug-
gest that the Lahore spirit had
trickled down to the frontline.
Unlike 1962 or the IPKF fiasco,
the political leadership cannot
be blamed for Kargil. The army
has to take full responsibility,

The author is Special Repre-
sentative, The Statesman, New
Delhi.

tion always follows reversals on
the ground. Valid perhaps to
preserve national morale, but a
subtle admission of defeat.

Was Kargil a victory? Only in
the sense that eventually the
incursions were cleared. The
defence community reacted
sharply when President Clin-
ton told Indian parliamentari-
ans that his country had
played a role in getting
Pakistan to pull back its forces
— a former army chief insisted
that the withdrawal followed
the breaking of the intruders’
back. But there can be no con-
testing the fact that the fight-
ing wound down only when
Pakistan’s Northern Light
Infantry was ordered —
regardless of the reason — to
pull out. Even at that stage the
supply line to the intruders
was not totally severed.

BITTER FEELING

All the drum beating and
hype cannot camouflage the
reality that a massive effort
was required — and once again
full honour to those who made
it — to clear people from areas
where they ought not to have
had access in the first place.
Exacting indeed were the mis-
sions undertaken by the air
force, yet again it cannot be for-
gotten that it used the most
lethal weaponry in its invento-
ry to attack targets in Indian
territory. Not an inch of land
was “gained” in Operation
Vijay, not even the consolation
of having taken control of every
commanding height along the
Kargil front.

Yes, our young officers and
Jawans fought gallantly. Every
manjack of them a hero in his
own right. Was there any flash
of brilliance in the planning of
the operation to evict the
intruders? If there was, few
saw it. Sheer force of numbers,
and the inspiration that our
soldiers draw from the sacred
spiritual bond of the paltan

no dearth of reports, covering
almost all aspects of defence
affairs, gathering dust.

RIVALRY

Even the few specific recom-
mendations of the KRC regard-
ing the urgent need for sophis-
ticated equipment like weapons
locating radars and unmanned
aerial vehicles have not been
translated into action thus far.
And for the record, still hang-
ing fire are long-standing
demands for an advanced jet
trainer, self-propelled artillery
and the navy still flounders
over whether or not it will get
the “Gorshkov”,

The recommendations of the
ministerial group in regard to
integrated higher defence man-
agement is anxiously awaited,
though it must be pointed out
that a decade ago the Arun
Singh committee also dealt
with the subject to no avail.
How long can the nation afford
to permit a bureaucracy-ser-
vices tussle to persist, and
what about stamping out inter-
service rivalry? These issues
are nothing new, nobody has
set about resolving them. And
earlier this year the forces pub-
licly lamented that even bud-
getary provisions went a beg-
ging because of red tape.

Prior to Kargil leading
defence analysts had cautioned
that the security apparatus
was cracking, the cumulative
effect of successive govern-
ments paying only lip service to
national security. The opti-
mistic among them hoped that
Kargil would serve as a wake-
up call, the cynical scoffed tha
once political mileage — j
either direction — cease
flow, Kargil would no longe’
an issue. The realistic re-
confused. Memorial Cand
India Gate on the night
26 create a poignant s¢
they light up the da :
which the security s 4
gropes? '




_+Russian cféw in .
/ Rurulia case freed-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH, JULY 22. After nearly five
years behind bars, the five crew
members of Russian origin, sen-
tenced to life for their involve-
ment in the Purulia arms-drop
case, will now fly home, free.

The President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, has remitted with imme-
diate effect the sentence and also
waived the fine, if unpaid.

The five members — Alexander
Klichine, Igor Moskvitine, Oleg
Gaidach, Evgueni Antimenko and
Igor Timmerman — were convict-
ed on January 31 this year for of-
fences related to dropping arms
and ammunition in Purulia dis-
trict of West Bengal. They had ap-
pealed against the sentence with
the Calcutta High Court.

According to an official release,
various organisations and Rus-
sian agencies had represented to
the President seeking pardon. The
Russian leadership also raised the
issue. Mercy petitions were sub-
mitted on behalf of the pilots.

“On consideration of various
aspects of the case, including the
humanitarian dimensions of the
problem and the time-tested bi-

lateral elatié?]s between India

and the Russian Federation and |

in pursuance of the powers con-
ferred under Article 72 of the Con-
stitution, the President remitted
the unexpired sentence of impris-
onment of the five Russian na-
tionals,” the release said.

The Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, spoke from Oki-
nawa over telephone with the
Minister of External Affairs, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, and thanked the
Government for the ‘“humane
gesture’”’.

The dropping of arms and am-
munition in Purulia district on
December 17, 1995, just before
the general elections, had worried
the security agencies.

Peter James Gifran Von Kalks-
tein Bleach, a British national,
was arrested along with the five
Latvians. Kim Davy, a key accused
said to be the brain behind the
operation, has managed to re-
main at large. The CBI sent teams
to Sweden, Bulgaria, Hong Kong
and UK. to tie up the loose ends
in the case. Seven of the 14 ac-
cused are still absconding,

Putin hails decision: Page 11
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How Tiger ﬁlll

Shishir Gupta
New Delhi, July 24

“\? ‘\,(\

TIGER HILL is the symbol of the Indian victo-

ry at Kargil. For the 50-day conflict virtually
began with a clash between the brave 8 Sikh
battalion and the Pakistan Army Special Services
Group (SSG) soldiers on May 19 and the enemy's
resistance melted with the recapture of Tiger Hill on
July 4, last year.
In the intervening period of 47 days, Tiger Hill was
the site of some of hardest-fought battles in the
annals of Indian Army's history. The .
12) ian artillery used no less than 114
howitzers (a total of 210 guns were

REMMEERENG

was rétaken

1d and 33 jawans were missing in action.
ikh soldiers, thereafter, made repeated
attempts tq dislodge the intruders, including sending
a platoon fiom the Parion Ka Talab (a glaciated lake
beyond the [iger Hill), in order to block the enemy
supply lines. Nothing succeeded.

The Indian Air Force entered the Kargil theatre on
May 26 by launching rockets and free-fall 1000-
pound bombs on the indomitable feature. But the
enemy managed to survive and harassed the Army
for another month.

It was on June 26 that the plan for recapture of the
. Tiger Hill was put into action. The

IAF's Mirage-2000 fighters pounded

enemy bunkers on the Tiger Top

used in the entire conflict) and one
multi-barrel rocket launcher to blast
the Pakistani intruders, well
entrenched at the top of the 5063-
meter hill. Indian Air Force fighters
used laser-guided bombs to destroy
enemy's bunkers on this mountain.
But it was soldiers of the 18
Grenadiers and 8 Sikh units, who
fought every inch of this majestic hill :
in the Drass sector with their blood. |

Recapture of Tiger Hill was a pri-
ority for the Indian Army as the Pakistani intruders,
around 100 in number, were using the hilltop for
directing accurate fire on the national highway. This
restricted the movement of convoys on the Srinagar-
Leh highway.

The battle of Tiger Hill began on May 19, when
soldiers of the 8 Sikh came uuder heavy machmegun
fire even as they tried to recapture the snow-clad
mountain. The result shocked the Indian Army as
one JCO was killed, seven, including one officer,

THE HiNbus TAM

KARGIL

‘using laser-guided bombs. The
¢ artillery's 41 Field Regiment using
no less than 19 howitzers degraded
the enemy's fighting potential. The
d-day was 3.21 am on July 3-4.

The final assault was launched at
7.25 pm on July 3 with eight 155 mm
Bofors and one multi-barrel rocket
; launcher blasting the enemy at Tiger
< Hill in a direct firing role. No less
i than 5321 rounds were fired at the

massive in the next 10 hours. Milan
anti-tank missiles were also pressed into operation.

Covered by the awesome firepower, 18 Grenadiers
started climbing the Tiger Hill using the most diffi-
cult route - a sheer cliff along the east - around 9.00
pm.

Taking advantage of the enveloping cloud and
snow, the Indian soldiers established a foothol:
Tiger Top on July 4. The 8 Sikh jawans their
way and occupied "India Gate" aj elmet” in the
next two days. T'i\ger Hill hag be€en recaptured.

—_—



Hizbul chief endorses truce

(o tds

PM welcomes move, says Govt e ready for talks

HT Correspondent & Agencies \)\ﬁ"\ }
islamabac/New Delhi, July 25 vk

AY
EVEN AS major militant outfits, including Lashkar-e-
Tayyiba, Harkat-ul-Ansar, Al Badr and Al Umar,
rejected the unilateral Hizbul Mujahideen ceasefire
announcement, Syed Salahuddin, the supreme leader
of the Hizbul Mujahideen, today endorsed the cease-
fire offered by his main commander in Jammu and
Kashmir.

"We own this offer, it is a tactical move,
told reporters.

"We have thrown the ball in India's court. It must
now respond positively,” he said, referring to the truce
announced by Hizbul commander Abdul Majid Dar in
Srinagar yesterday.

"I want to make it clear that the ceasefire offer is con-
ditional,"” Salahuddin said in Islamabad. The move was
to contradict "propaganda” that Kashmiris did not want
negotiations. "India should come forward now to nego-
tiate with Pakistan, the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
and the Kashmiri leadership,” Salahuddin said.

"India should stop human rights violations, suspend

" Salahuddin

military operations, end atrocities in Kashmir and
continue releasing prisoners,” he said. "If India does
not respond positively and violates our ceasefire con-
ditions, you will see with your own eyes there will be
massive, targeted attacks by the Mujahideen it
Kashmir." Salahuddin said 17 Kashmiri militant fac-
tions grouped into the Muttahida Jehad Council
(MIJQC) had "disagreed” with Dar's offer.

"They are free to react. They have their own think-
ing. It is our strategy," he said, adding that every com-
mander of the Hizbul Mujahideen was bound by the
decision, which had been endorsed by its central com-
mand. Militant groups based in Pakistan-administered
Kashmir, at a four-hour meeting under the aegis of
the MJC, condemned the Hizbul Mujahideen cease-
fire offer. "The meeting discussed the ceasefire
announcement and condemned it as a blow to the lib-
eration struggle in Kashmir," council vice-chairman
Mohammad Usman said in Muzaffarabad.

In New Delhi, the Hizbul offer was welcomed. Primé
Minister A B Vajpayee said his government was ready
to talk to anybody within the framework of the
Constitution. Related reports on Page 12
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Homage paid to Kar?;/llv

HT Correspondent h
Calcutta, Juy 26 QY- v N

T

AMAL KANTI Bhatta-
B charya sat forlornly this

norning amid Army gener-
als sporting golden epaulettes,
peaked caps, smart uniforms,
cleaming brass insignias and proud
war medals. His son Kanad could
have become a gencral someday,
hadn't fate intervened in the Kargil
contlhict.

“1 am proud of my son’s supreme
sacrifice,” said the stain Captain
Kanad Bhattacharva’s father.
Television camera crew wanted
more bytes. “What more can 1
sav...imaginc yourselves in my
pusition.” he pleaded in a quiver-
g voice, flanked by Eastern
Command GOC-in-C Lt Gen. HR

§ Katkat and Chief of Staff Lt Gen.

S C Chopra.

R P Chandra Hasnara Begum,
Sunil  Ghosh—all relatives of
beroes of Kargil—were lost in
their own thoughts and over-
whelmed by emotions as they sat
under a brightly-colored shamiana.
observing the military rituals to
pay homage to slain soldiers on the
tirst anpiversary of the Kargil war.
ofticially notitied as ‘Kargil Vijay
Divas'. today. They were studies in
contrast: bundles of grief cringing
away from media attention even
while  being  showcased  as
resilience and courage personified
and smartly-turned out senjor ofti-
cers of the three services revelling
in military glory.

There wus a lot of militaty pomp
and ceremony on display  this
hright morning. A brass” band
played martial tunes before bugles
sounded the “last post” and jawans
of  Fort William's Gélrrison
Battalion reversed arms during a
pwa-minute silence in mernory ot
e martyrs. An Indian Air Force
helicopter flew past showering
marigold and rose petals on the
martyrs” memorial.

&

GOC-in-C Lt Gen. H R S Kalkat congratulates father of Kargil hero Kanad Bhattacharje

city on Wednesday. Photo: Pabitra Das

Even Governor Viren J Shah was
turned out for the occasion.
Attired in a navy blue suit and &
red-bordered, black side cap, he
arrived in a motorcade escorted by
six Army outriders. The Governor
clicked his heels and turned out a
smart salute after placing a wreath
at the memorial. He led all officers
in another two-minute salute.

The first to lay a wreath was
Kamal Kanti Bhattacharya, fol-
lowed by Maj. Gen. (Retd) K K
Ganguly. Three Army, Navy and
Air Force officers representing
their respective services laid
wreaths, followed by Lt Gen.
Chopra and Lt Gen. Kalkat.
Deputy Chief Minister Buddhadeb
biattacharjee was next. But while
all others saluted the martyr’s

memorial, he merely bowed his
head.

The impressive cercmony just
outside the entrance to Fort
William was interspersed by com-
mentaries in Hindi and English on
how “the treacherous and untrust-
worthy” Pakistan dared to mount
another attack on India. The com-
mentators spoke of the glorious
defence mounted by Indian sol-
diers, their heroic struggles in the
face of odds and how another
crushing blow was inflicted on
Pakistan.

A War Muscum inside the Fort
premises was opened to the public
today. The museum houses a
‘Kargil Gallery’ that displays mem-
orabilia of the conflict, inclu-
ding uniforms of two captured offi-
cers of the Pakistan Army, docu-
ments recovered from Pakistani
soldiers and Pakistani snow tents
and huts.

g HINDUSTAN TIME®
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~Kargil triggered rethink

among nit

HT Correspondent

1 A

EFENCE  MINISTER
DGeorge Fernandes today

said that there were
reports of some "rethinking"
among major ethnic militant
groups in Kashmir, a process that
started after Pakistan's defeat in
Kargil last year.

After inaugurating a defence
exhibition on the Kargil Victory
Day, Mr Fernandes said, "Major
Kashmiri militant groups have
started re-thinking their future
and this is the direct fallout of
Pakistan's defeat on Kargil heights
last year."

The day began with President
K.R. Narayanan, Vice President
Krishan Kant, Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee and Mr Fernandes
offering floral tributes to the
Kargil martyrs on the occasion of
the first anniversary of India's vic-
tory over Pakistan in the Kargil
war.

Welcoming the  ceasefire
announced by dominant Kashmiri
militant group Hizbul
" Mujahideen, Mr Fernandes said

dt a
process of "dialogue and pgace” in
the Valley.

He said the Centre was studying
the ceasefire and talks offer and
would respond soon.

The Defence Minister reiterated

urveillance

A YEAR after the Kargil
incursion, Army troops have

£ ower imported |

cted mule |
Lin i

that the rethinking among the mil-

itant groups was indicative of the
disillusionment of Kashmiri peo-
ple with Islamabad's policy of
engineering disturbances with
ulterior motives.

According to him, it was now an
open secret that militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir had the
"financial and military backup of

litants: George
NN\

,K:)uld hopefully 1

N
New Delhi, July 26 )/ \

Pakistan" and this has also con-
tributed to the rethinking process
by ethnic Kashmiri groups.

The defence exhibition, mirror-
ing the country's armed capability
in a splendid display of the wide
array of ultra-modern warfare
equipment, has been dedicated to
the martyrs of Kargil.

After going round the exhibition
showcasing in pictures and
through video cassettes, the telling
moments of the 50-day war, Mr
Fernandes said the major lesson
from Kargil was "never ever trust
anybody and never ever slacken
vigilance".

He said the country had to pay a
heavy price in Kargil as aftermath
of the Simla Accord some slack-
ness had creeped in due to an
unwritten understanding with
Pakistan to keep areas unmanned
for certain periods.

The Defence Minister said the
observance of the Kargil day was
no celebrations.

“Though there is joy over victory
over Pakistan. The day is being
observed to remember the
supreme sacrifices by valiant sol-
diers,” he said.

(HE HINDUSTAN TIMEX
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By V. Jayanth o S \

CHENNAI, JULY 26.  The pardoning and release
of the five Latvia-born Russian pilots, sen-
tenced in the Purulia armsdrop case, may
have set a wrong precedent. Of course, it was
part of bilateral diplomacy to please the new
Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin, but it
has certainly sent a wrong signal on the securi-
ty front.

True, the five pilots have spent nearly five
years under detention and claimed to be
‘scapegoats’ after the New Zealander who
hired them, Kim Peter Davy. escaped. With an
AN-26 aircraft, these pilots were nabbed by
the Indian authorities at the Mumbai airport.

Defence analysts equate this episode with
the release of three dreaded terrorists for the
safety of the passengers aboard the Indian Air-
lines flight hijacked to Kandahar last year. In
that case, it was the lives of Indian citizens for
which the compromise was made and this
time, the release of the Russian pilots was ef-
fected as a gesture or goodwill on the eve of
Mr. Putin’s proposed visit to India.

To start with, the Purulia armsdrop in 1995
was itself a serious lapse on many fronts. To let
a foreign aircraft drop such lethal weapons —
AK-47 rifles, anti-tank grenades, handgre-
nades, tins of detonator, besides some pistols
and SLR ammunition were recovered from the
scene — was unacceptable by any standards.
The Russian-made aircraft flew at 1,500 feet to
effect that drop. The weapons were stated to
be from Burgas in Bulgaria.

A parliamentary committee on Government
Assurances, which went into the case, rapped
the Government in 1997 for its "‘total failure”
in preventing such an armsdrop, when it was
claimed that the Intelligence Bureau had got
scent of a possible drop, perhaps in Bihar. The
commmittee regretted that there was no coor-
dination among the various agencies and even
the DGCA was not warned about a possible
airdrop of arms in Indian territory, that too

0\
when a general election was rx}nﬂ the dorner.
Similarly, the panel termed as “disgraceful”
the escape of Kim Davy, the mastermind be-
hind the armsdrop.

In February 2000, a City Civil Court in Cal-
cutta sentenced a British national, Peter
Bleach, and the five Latvians to life imprison-
ment and a fine on various charges.

~ The issue acquired some significance when
the Latvians lodged a complaint of torture in
prison and it became an issue in bilateral rela-
tions with Russia. The pilots could not return
to Latvia after being sentenced on such a seri-
ous charge in a foreign country and therefore
took Russian citizenship while in prison.

During the visit of Foreign Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, to Moscow in June this year, it was
a sticking point. Moscow’s argument was that
the Indian agencies were harsh on the pilots
after letting the brain behind the armsdrop

NEWS ANALYSIS

escape. The Russian Orthodox church took it
up with the Indian Prime Minister and then
with Mr. Putin. The Russian leader responded
promptly to the letter and described the puni-
shment meted out to the pilots as “‘unexpect-
edly and disproportionately harsh”. He
warned even then that it could have a "'nega-
tive impact on bilateral relations with India”.

Since the judicial process was still under
way, with the pilots going on appeal to the
High Court, New Delhi first took the line that
the Government could not intervene at this
juncture. But in Moscow, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
gave a clear hint that this problem would be
resolved soon, recognising “the sensitivity of
the issue”.

A British newspaper even quoted a Russian-

diplomat as saying that Mr. Putin couid even
cancel his visit to India if the pilots were not
released. This was later denied by Moscow,
but the.message was clear. The case had ac-

THE HINDU

bad \‘f()r security

quired &/séri ;?dimension when one of the
pilots suffered\several heart attacks in prison
and another coptracted drug-resistant tuber-
culosis.

Taking into account all these developments
and the importance India attached to its ties
with Russia, the Government swung into ac-
tion and recommended to the President to
‘pardon’ the pilots.

In view of various mercy petitions, the Presi-
dent, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, remitted the sen-
tence with immediate effect and also waived
the fine, if unpaid.

“On consideration of various aspects of the
case, including the humanitarian dimensions
of the problem and the time-tested bilateral
relations between India and the Russian Fed-
eration, and in pursuance of the powers con-
ferred under Article 72 of the Constitution, the
President remitted the unexpired sentence of
imprisonment of the five Russian nationals,”
it was officially stated after the pardon was
granted.

Picking up the cue, Britain has already said
it would seek the release of its national, Peter
Bleach. The British Home Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw, is slated to visit India in September.

Unfortunately for India, seven of the 14 ac-
cused In the Purulia armsdrop case are still at
large, including the prime accused, Kim Davy.

With the release of the Russian pilots, the
curtains might have come down on a knotty
bilateral issue. Mr. Putin, who has already
thanked India for the “humane decision”,
would now surely keep his schedule to visit
India and bilateral ties, which have always
been promising, could enter a new phase.

But the whole episode has left many ques-
tions unanswered. While themain accused are
stifl at large and the coordination among vari-
ous Indian agencies leaves a lot to be desired,
analysts are worried about what impact the
release of the sentenced pilots will have on the
security of the nation.




THE COMMEMORATION of the Kargil Victory Day was

appropriate lest the hation forgets the sacrifice of more than
500 soldiers. A fitting tribute to the Kargil martyrs would be the
establishment of a war memotial, both to pay tribute to all the
unsung heroes in the past wars and to help impart a sense of
military history to a nation obsessed with the present. It is
remarkable that a country on which war was repeatedly thrust
and that faces lurking dangers of new aggression does not have
a war memorial. All it has is the Amar Jawan Jyoti at the
British-built India Gate. India needs to get away from its
colonial legacy and build a truly nationalistic spirit. ‘
No tribute to the fallen martyrs can be complete without India
absorbing the political and military lessons of Kargil. The mili-
tary lessons are stark. When war happens, India does not have
the institutional structures to quickly respond. Kargil showed |
the inordinate time it took for the decision making process to '
get its act together. Equally unmistakable is the absence of an
integrated war-fighting machine. In today’s world, the Army,

- Air Force and Navy have to closely coordinate their strategies

and wage war in unison. Regrettably, India does not have an
integrated peace-time military structure. Only when war is
forced on India do the three services start improvising an inte-
grated approach. A third lesson, underscored by the image of
the ill-equipped infantryman, relates to the costs of keeping the
military out of policy making, A fourth lesson centres on the
Air Force’s poor showing in the Kargil conflict. The Air Force
entered the war late, and when it did, it bared its lack of com-
petence by almost instantly losing two fighter-jets and a heli-
copter gunship. After that, its aircraft kept to a securely high
altitude from where they could not engage in precision bomb-
ing or provide close air support to ground forces. It will be cruel
of the country to expect its brave infantrymen to fight a future
war in Kargil style — with World War I tactics and unreason-
ably high casualties, Modernisation and integration are a must.

The most obvious lesson, however, calls for political reflec-
tion: Why do India’s adversaries repeatedly take it by surprise?
Since the elected leadership is in charge of the system, it bears
full responsibility. Kargil, like 1962, cannot be seen in isolation
of the political leadership’s role. Kargil’s hard lessons demand
introspection and correction, not mere anniversary grand
gestures. Those lessons, overlooked by the Kargil Review
Committee, cannot be wished away. Given India’s unenviable
track record in shying away from corrective steps after every
war, the Vajpayee Government should show that its actions
speak louder than its words,

"E HINDUSTAN T



A year after Kargil,
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The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI On a day that the nation
paid collective tribute to the 586 Indian sol-
diers who had laid down their lives in
Kargil, defence minister George Fernandes
asserted that it was Pakistan’s defeat in the
snowy peaks of Kashmir last year that was
now prompting various militant groups to
sue for peace.

Speaking to journalists at a weapons’
exhibition at India Gate in the capital on
Wednesday, Mr Fernandes said that militan-
cy in Kashmir had always
depended on the military
and financial backing of
Pakistan. But after the
Kargil defeat, a process of
disillusionment had set in.
“Major militant groups
have started rethinking

.
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THE KARGIL EFFE

~
tnA )

But even as the Vajpayee gowv

onders its next move, it is clear that equa-
ions on the ground—both in the Valley and
n Pakistan-occupied Kashmir —couid
change very fast. On Wednesday, the
Pakistan-based United Jehad Council
(UIC) removed Hizbul commander Syed
Salahuddin from the chairmanship of the
umbrella group and also suspended the
Hizbul from membership in the council, The
move was widely expected given the fierce
opposition of other UJC members to the
Hizbul ceasefire and to the fact that
Salahuddin had personal-
ly endorsed what other
militant groups had angri-
{ ly described as an ‘Indian
plot’ to betray the cause

° us may pressure india to of the Kashmiris.
enter negotiations with Hizbul

Clearly feeling the heat,
d Salahuddin has been

their future,” the defence °
minister asserted, citing the recent cease-
fire declaration by the Hizbul Mujahideen
as evidence.

Welcoming the Hizbul's declaration, Mr
Fernandes said that it would help to get the
process of dialogue and peace off the
ground. He said the government was still
studying the situation and would come up
with a formal response soon.

Speaking to the press in Washington,
however, national security adviser Brajesh
Mishra sounded much more guarded. “We
are just going to look at it (Hizbul’s offer) to
see what is happening,” he was quoted as
saying onWednesday. “We will take our
time looking at it.”

-making  contradictory
statements to the media. One Pak newspa-
per quoted him as saying that if India did
not ‘respond’ to the ceasefire within two
days, ‘full operations’ would be resumed. He
has also been quoted as demanding that
New Delhi hold talks not just with the rep-
resentatives of Kashmiri militant groups,
but also with I[slamabad, a matter that is
anathema to the Vajpayee government.

And, as the possibility of negotiations
with the Hizbul seems remote, the much-
vaunted dialogue process with the Hurriyat
Conference too is floundering due to the
government’s explicitly stated pre-condi-
tion that the constitution not be flouted.
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A YEAR AFTER KARGILyY g\

- A GRATEFUL NATION paid homage to the Kar-
gil martyrs on Wednesday, with the Centre ob-
serving the anniversary as ‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’.
The first anniversary after Kargil really presents
an opportunity to review the developments on
the northwestern borders of the country. Of
course the Government and the Army can pride
themselves that the armed forces are much
more prepared and much better equipped today
than they were when the incursions took place
last year. But it is still not clear if the lessons
from Kargil have sunk into the Government’s
psyche, more importantly of its intelligence
agencies. Kargil has really woken up not only the
armed forces, but the Government and all its
agencies. For a generation which has not seen or
felt what a war is, it was a new experience and
the nation rose as one man to salute the Kargil
heroes and contribute its share to help the fam-
ilies of those who made the supreme sacrifice or
were maimed for life during the operations.

For its part, the Ministry of Defence respon-
ded to the Kargil developments by setting up the
Subrahmanyam committee to not only conduct
a post-mortem of systemic deficiencies, but also
recommend steps to plug the gaps and weak-
nesses in the defence and security system. It was
a welcome development that the Government
chose to table the committee’s report in Parlia-
ment. A Group of Ministers is still looking into
the key elements of this report. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, has consistent-
ly taken the line that it was not ‘intelligence
failure’ but basically a ‘betrayal of trust’ by Pa-
kistan which resulted in the incursions. For that
very reason, New Delhi refuses to resume the
derailed dialogue with Pakistan till it stops
sponsoring cross-border terrorism and takes
concrete steps to restore the spirit of the Lahore
process. Mr. Fernandes secured a substantial in-
crease in the defence budgef and is finalising

plans to modernise and upgrade the defence
systems of all the three services. Even if it is a
serious challenge, Kargil has led to the ‘Siache-
nisation’ of the 168 km stretch from Kaobalgali
to Chorbat La with regular military posts in the
snowy mountains.

But two major issues need to be addressed
without delay. The first, as the Subrahmanyam
committee noted, relates to a ‘‘greater apprecia-
tion of the role of intelligence”. The various in-
telligence agencies such as the RAW, the IB and
the Directorate-General of Military Intelligence
must learn to share information and interpret
every piece of intelligence for an effective as-
sessment or evaluation of security and threat.
The process of interaction must be institutional-
ised. Whether the National Security Council can
play that role and is the Centre really making the
best use of this mechanism remain to be seen. It
should not be reduced to an ornamental body.
Second, Mr. Fernandes promised to restructure
the Ministry of Defence to improve coordina-
tion and reduce friction between the bureau-
cracy and the uniformed services.

Instead of merely celebrating ‘Vijay Diwas’,
the Government will do well to learn the lessons
from Kargil and ensure that it does not happen
again on any border. Neither the Government
nor the people can take the nation’s security for
granted. Without politicising Kargil, the ruling
NDA and the Opposition parties must seriously
discuss the Subrahmanyam committee report in
Parliament and come up with solutions. Instead
of remembering the martyrs for just the day, the
Government and the community must endeav-
our to look after the families of all soldiers who
laid down their lives for the country, or were
maimed defending it. That is the confidence
and assurance that the nation must give the sol-
diers.




Delhi calls all Kashmir
militant groups gguta!%kg

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, July 28: The Centre
tonight officially responded to the
Hizbul Mujahideen’s ceasefire
offer by inviting all militant
groups operating in Jammu and
Kashmir to the negotiating table.

After “welcoming” Hizbul
leader A.M. Dar’s “uncondition-
al” dialogue offer, the Vajpayee
government said it would “like to
invite all militant groups and
political leaders to come forward
to restore peace and normality in
the state”.

The decision was taken at a
meeting presided over by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and attended by home minister
LK. Advani, defence minister
George Fernandes, home secre-
tary Kamal Pande and army chief
V.P. Malik.

“Recognising the need for
restoration of peace in Jammu
and Kashmir, the government

. would like the Hizbul Mujahideen

leadership to come overground
and establish contact with
the home secretary to discuss
the modalities necessary for initi-
ating a dialogue and preparing
the grounds for restoration of

peace,” a statement said.

The meeting was preceded by
an announcement in Srinagar
that the army has suspended “of-
fensive” operations against mili-
tants. “But we will take action and
retaliate if attacked,” Maj. Gen.
Basant Singh, chief of staff, 15
Corps, said in Srinagar this even-
ing.

Inherent in the stand is the
government’s willingness to par-
don the crimes committed by the
Hizbul Mujahideen and other ter-
ror outfits operating in the Valley
and elsewhere in the state.

It also indicates that the Union
home secretary would be the
Centre’s principal interlocutor to
discuss any peace initiative with
not only the Hizbul Mujahideen
but all other militant outfits.

By accepting the Hizbul offer
of July 24, the government has
virtually appealed to all Kashmiri
militants operating under the
overall command of foreign ter-
rorist outfits to dissociate them-
selves from organisations like the
Lashkar-e-Toiba, Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahideen, Al Badr and the Jaish-e-
Mohammadi and join the peace
process.

“The idea is to isolate the Pak-

istan-backed terrorist outfits\
which, bereft of local sypport,
will not be in a position to dperate
in the state,” a top official said.

The Vajpayee government also
intends to garner maximum polit-
ical mileage by announcing its
peace policy for Jammu and Kash-
mir at a time when Parliament is
in session.

The government would like to
project itself as one which has
come close to resolving the Kash-
mir question not by force alone
but also by a pragmatic approach
combining development-related
activities and talks with militant
groups — something which previ-
ous governments at the Centre
had not been able to achieve,

Tonight’s meeting also took
stock of the situation that might
arise in the state with the rejec-
tion of the Hizbul’s offer by other
foreign outfits and the United
Jihad Council. Intelligence re-
ports suggest that some merce-
nary organisations have planned
“concerted” actions in August.

Another report says thou-
sands have positioned themselves
along the LoC in areas opposite
the territory guarded by the
army’s 14 Corps.
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my suspends’operations

against Hi

;
By Shujaat Bukhari % "‘

SRINAGAR, JULY 29, Followin& the
offer of talks extended by the Gov-
ernment of India (GOJ) to the mil-
itant and political organisations,
the Army today announced sus-
pension of its operations against
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM}, but
said operations against other mil-
itant groups would continue.

Addressing a hurriedly con-
vened news conference here, Lt.
Gen. John Ranjan Mukherjee,
General Officer Commanding
(GOQ) of 15 Corps and the securi-
ty adviser to the fammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, said “last
night, in a significant develop-
ment, the Central Government
has made a statement accepting
the ceasefire offer and has asked
the Hizbul Mujahideen represen-
tatives to come over ground for
talks. In keeping with the direc-
tions, [ have instructed all the
field commanders of all security
forces in Kashmir to suspend afl
operations against the Hizbul
Mujahideen, However, our oper-
ations against other tanzeems will
continue as hither to fore”.

According to him, the ceasefire
offer was at the behest of people
of Kashmir. The HM was com-
pelled to accept the offer as it was
the only tanzeem operating in J &
K, said the GOC adding ““there-
fore, the HM has a stake in
peace”. The people of Kashmir
would come together to oppose
those who are opposing their will.
In fact during last three months,
the results in operations had been
spectacular in view of the infor-
mation provided by the people,
said Lt. Gen. Mukherjee.

On how the forces could differ-
entiate between the militants of
the HM and other outfits, Lt. Gen.

"C\Q.’ \\

Lt. Gen. J.R. Mukherjee
announcing the ceasefire
against the Hizbul Mujahideen
at a news conference in
Srinagar on Saturday. — Photo:

" Nigsar Ahmad

Mukherjee said “we maintain
fairly accurate intelligence sys-
tem, we have fair idea where
these elements are”. Referring to
the killing of the HM commander
in Beerwah, Moulvi Ferozuddin,
on Friday, Lt. Gen. Mukherjee
said, “it was an unfortunate in-
cident as we had no intention to
go against the HM after ceasefire.
It was chance encounter which
should have been avoided’’. How-
ever, the Corps Commander said
“we have to get together and work
out ground rules, once we work
out ground rufes such incidents
could be avoided”. As soon as the
GOl started talks, the ground
rules and modalities will be
worked out, he said adding he
would like to advise the HM
cadres not to roam around till
then.

Lt. Gen. Mukherjee said that
““all cadres of the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen including foreigners are in-
cluded in my ceasefire decision”.
He said out of 1,500 militants pre-
sent in the Valley, around 850 be-
longed to the HM and only 600
odd were affiliated with other out-

zbul Mujahideen

ai/ba, Har-

kat-ul-Mujahideen and Al-Badr
who “1 believe will alsq come for-
ward to fulfill the aspyrations of
the people”’. The GO(, made it
clear that the army wowd go non
stop against the militants of other
tanzeems.

However, if any of the militants '
of the HM violated the ceasefire
he would be liable for action. But
it only depends upon the mod-
alities to be worked out.

He said troops had been put on
maximum alert as Pakistan might
try to push in more foreign mil-
itants. 1t. Gen. Mukherjee said
2,000 militants were waiting
across the LoC to cross over.
When asked how his soldiers felt
about the ceasefire, he quipped
“like all Kashmiris our boys are
also pleased’.

APHC hails offer

Kashmir's separatist conglomer-
ate, the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC), has expressed
optimism over the Centre's offer
to various militant and political
groups saying that in case it
moved in a positive direction, the
Kashmir issue could be resotved
for ever.

Reacting to the offer extended
by Union Government on Friday
evening, APHC chairman Prof Ab-
dul Gani Butt said in view of the
changing palitical scene in the
sub-continent as also at the in-
ternational level, the role of Hur- |
riyat was becoming more
effective.

AP reports:

An alliance of 14 militant
groups based in Pakistan today
asked the Hizbul to end its cease-
fire in Kashmir and rejoin the
armed insurgency.




_Hizbul thr

By B. Muralidhar Reddy \N ,<\7

ISLAMABAD, JULY 30. The Hizbul Mujahideen to-
day threatened to review its decision on cea-
sefire in Kashmir if the Indian Government
does not clarify the statement made by the
National Security Advisor, Mr. Braj
hra.

organisation was not prepared to ac
conditions for talks. “If the Indian
ment does not agree to hold talks witholt any
conditions, we would be left with no option
but to call off the ceasefire declaration,” he
said.

The outfit urged the Indian Government to

clarify its stand on the comments made by
Mr. Mishra in an interview to a private televi-

sion channel. Mr. Mishra had said that talks
with militants would be within the framework
of the Constitution and ruled out involvement
of Pakistan in the issue. “Surely any repre-
sentative of India cannot act outside the Con-
stitution,” he had said.

The Hizbul Mujahideen spokesman, Mr.
Kalim Siddiqui, told The Hindu that his orga-
nisation could not be expected to take any
initiative till the Indian Government cleared
the ‘confusion’ arising out of Mr. Mishra’s
statement.

The organisation would await a clarification
from New Delhi before taking any step. On
Saturday last, Hizbul leaders held consulta-
tions with other organisations engaged in the
“Kashmir struggle” to formulate a strategy fol-
lowing India’s offer for a dialogue.

In a related development, in an interview to

eatens to call off ceasefire

the BBC, Mr. Salahuddin said his orgamsatlon

would resume fighting if India did not respondj§, /

positively to its offer.

“Today we have put our 12-year-old per-
formance at stake and we have taken this bold
decision because India has been making prop-
aganda that it is prepared to resolve the Kash-
mir issue. In order to wash out this
propaganda, we have provided this historic
opportunity.

If India makes use of this, it is its own in-
terest and it is in the interest of the people of
the subcontinent,” he has said.

On the adverse reaction of other militant
outfits and the Jamaat-e-Islami, Mr. Salahud-
din expressed regrets for not taking them into
confidence and attributed it lack of time and
communication gap.
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