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cool to Pak ‘restraint’

Pak gesture doesn’t mean infiltration will stop: officials

By Dinesh Kumar and
Seema Guha
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Pakistan foreign
secretary Inamul Hag’s statement
on Saturday about “maximum
restraint” along the Line of
Control is the first positive sign
from Islamabad after the Kargil
episode.

.Though Indian officials are
tight-lipped about press reports,
there is cautious optimism about
Mr Hag’s comments. However,
keeping in mind the lessons of
Kargil which followed the Lahore
euphoria, New Delhi is watching
the situation carefully.

Whether it is international pres-
sure or the fact that militant
groups have not explicitly rejected
the Indian unilateral ceasefire and
have been meeting everyday to
discuss developments in Kashmir,

- this is the first signal from Pakistan
that it is willing to respond to
India’s initiative in Kashnfir.

Reactions in New Delhi were
muffled. While the external affairs
ministry was weighing the state-
ment, the defence ministry pointed
out that the Indian armed forces
were already exercising maximum
restraint both in J&K and along
the LoC.

A highly-placed army source
told The Times of India that there
had been “hardly any firing” and
exchanges have “reduced consid-
erably in all sectors” along the
LoC since India’s unilateral cease-
fire came into effect last Monday.

“The situation along the LoC
has been low key generally. There
has been very little artillery or
small-arms fire, which again has
been confined to localised areas.

STRAINED RESTRAINT
@ Pak dectares it will exercise
restraint along the border, LoC
® New Delhi decides to adopt
restraint-and-resilience policy
® Forces report ‘very ittle’
firing across the border

Even then, we have not respond-
ed,” said the source. To that extent,
Mr Hag’s announcement “only
reinforces the ground situiation”,
he added.

During their weekly conversa-
tion on the hotline on November
21, the Indian and Pakistani direc-
tors general of military operations
(DGMOs) had arrived at a tenta-
tive agreement to exercise
restraint along the LoC. The army
HQ has since issued blanket
instructions to all army formations
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that it would exercise restraint.

located along the LoC to exercise
restraint and resilience, the sour
stressed. ix
Defence ministry spokesman
PS. Bhatnagar, when asked for
official reaction, remarked that
Pakistan had always been saying

“(But) they should stop infiltration
of terrorists. Qur primary concern
is infiltration,” he added.

It was pointed out that Mr Haq’s
announcement has come nearly
five days after India’s unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir became effec-
tive. The Ramazan truce, while
barring the security forces from
mounting combat operations and
asking them to exercise restraint
along the LoC, however, does not
include prevention of infiltration
by militants or the right to retaliate
in self defence. .

Mr Haq, who asked Wdia t(k,
reciprocate their offer of maxi-
mum restraint at a news confer-
ence in Islamabad, was quoted as
saying, “With immediate effect, the
Pakistan armed forces deployed
along the LoC in J&K will observe
maximum trestraint. The govern-
ment of Pakistan expects that the
government of India will reciprg;

cate this initiative and cease
across the LoC,” he added.,
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INDIA WILL Yoon hold a meeting
of its ambassadors in the middle-
eastern countricy to discuss the sit-
uation in the region, which has wit-
nessed renewed
Israclis and Palestinians in the last
two months.
"India has very
seriods interests
and concerns in

Israel will concur

diplomats would follow the delega-

tion's meeting with Israeli and

Palestinian officials, he said.
Indian and Israeli officials would

the region..We
are soon having a
meeting of some
of our ambas-
sadors in the
region to
exchange notes
and ideas and to
get their assess-
ment of the situa-
tion,” K V Rajan,
secretary (east)
in the External
Affairs Ministry
said.

with inquiry panel

ISRAEL ON Sunday said it
would cooperate with an inter-
national inquiry into nine weeks

of Isracli-Arab . violence in
which at least 293 people, most-
ly Palestinians, have been killed.
Dropping its initial reluctance,
the Istaeli. Government said it
would work with investigators,
led by former “US Senator
George Mitchell, a veteran . of
the Northern Ireland peace
process. His team is due in the
middle-east in two weeks.

discuss bilateral relations and

other issues of concern for both

sides.

To a question on whether
Palestine has
sought India's
participation in
the proposed UN
force to be

deployed in West
Bank and Gaza,
he said the first
step was to get
both sides - to
agree on the
request.

"As far as we
know that the
United Nations
has itself pointed
that without such
an agreement it

Ambassadors
from Israel,

Reuters, Jerusalem

is difficult to
come forward

Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Head of Mission in Egypt
and India's representative in Gaza
would hold talks with senior
External Affairs Ministry officials
on the situation in the middle-cast,
Rajan, who is currently leading a
delegation to hold annual consul-
tations with Israeli Foreign
Ministry officials, told reporters

(HE HINDUSTAN

but this is an
issue which is on the table and [
think it is being discussed," Rajan
said.

"As far as we are concerned we
would welcome any proposal
which brings about any restoration
of trust and confidence and brings
about revival of peace process,"

Rajan said. / (PTI)
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Udayan Namboodiri X
New Delhi, December 6 |

INDIAN TROOPS will soon join
the United Nations peace-keeping
force in the Horn of Africa.

A senior officer in the Ministry of
External  Affairs told = The
Hindustan Times today that some
officials are already in the region
to assess the cease-fire between
Ethiopia and Eritrea.

External  Affairs  Minister
Jaswant Singh had made a commit-
ment to this effect to UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan in September
during the Millennium Summit.

Meanwhile, the de-induction of
personnel from Sierra Leone,

WAN
where 1,300 Indian troops éd
been deployed, begins tomorrow.
"The process of de-induction in
Sierra Leone will be completed by
February,” the official said. India
had decided to pull out its troops
in September following alleged
disagreements between the force
commander, VK.
Jaitly, and his
Nigerian number
two.The decision
to set up a UN Mission in
Ethiopia-Eritrea was taken by the
Security Council by an unanimous
resolution ( No.1312) in July.
Initially, a 100-member military
observer group was to be sent.

On September 15, the council

 Peace-keeping

ps to leave for Horn

voted to authorise a 4,200-strong
peace-keeping force to monitor
the ceasefire between the two
countries and to oversee the re-
deployment of troops on the dis-
puted border.

The Ethiopian-Eritrean war,
which started in 1998, has already
been over one
peace  process.
Fighting
resumed in early
this year. According to indepen-
dent observers, the combined mili-
tary losses on both the sides have
been estimated at over 100,000.

The Netherlands is the biggest
contributor to this force with a
1,100-strong detachment under a

of Africa

a o\ general as force comman-
der| The mission is to be a "classic."
peace-keeping operation during
whith the blue helmets will be sta-
tiomed at a demilitarised zorie
between the two countries. Unlike
Sierra Leone and Congo, where
the UN had been called in to mon-
itor peace deals between govern-
ment and rebel groups, the
Ethiopia-Eritrea assignment is
considered simpler.

The Unied Nations is preseritly
engaged in 16 peace-keeping oper-
ations all over the world. Five of
them have come up over the past
one year alone. Indian troops are

also deployed at southern
Lebanon and Congo. .
// '
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~The new Indian ambassador reflects the progress in Indo—US relations

hen Lalit Mansingh, the

outgoing foreign secre-

tary, arrives in Wash-

ington in a couple of
. months to present his
credentials as India’s next ambassador
to the United States, he would have re-
versed history and marked yet another
turning point in Indo-US relations. It is
now forgotten that Mansingh'’s predeces-
sor, K. Raghunath was originally the
Atal Behari. Vajpayee government’s
choice to succeed the ambassador,
Naresh Chandra, in Washington. It was
agreed in the final months of Raghu-
nath’s foreign secretaryship that he
would move to America’s capital once he
reached the superannuation-age of 60.
But his nomination never got off the
ground, and it is the untold story of
Raghunath’s aborted appointment to
Washington, which makes Mansingh’s
planned departure for the US positive in
terms of Indo-US relations.

Raghunath was in Washington for bi-
lateral talks with the Americans just
four days before the fateful nuclear tests
in Pokhran on May 11, 1998. That was
roughly a month after the Americans
sent a high level reconnaissance mis-
sion to New Delhi led by Bill Richardson,
now energy secretary in the Bill Clinton
administration. He was then America’s
permanent representative to the United
Nations. The purpose of the Richardson
mission was to sniff out the possibility
of India going nuclear under a
Bharatiya Janata Party-led government.
It was also Richardson’s brief to size up
the BJP in New Delhi’s driving seat: the
official, but unexpressed, opinion in
Washington was that it is a Hindu
nationalist party.

Richardson was<hosen to head the
reconnaissance missiomafter consider-
able thought in the White House. What
finally went in his favour was his prox-.
imity to L.K. Advani, whom Washington
always considered as the party’s chief
strategist. Richardson had got to know
Advani fairly well soime years earlier,
when the ]atter was the president of the
BJP. Richardson, then 8 Congressman
from New Mexico, had gone to India to
look for and rescue, if possible, an Amer-
ican national who had been kidnapred
in Kashmir by one of the Pakistani-
sponsored terrorist outfits operating in
thevalley

ichardson had no success in locat-
ing the American or in rescuing

him, but the trip brought him into -

close contact with the BJP leader who
has a long and uncompromising record
of opposing terrorism and Islathic mili-
tancy. There was a meeting of minds be-
tween the two men, till then rare.in any
interaction. between Indian and US
politicians.They shared not only a will
to fight terrorism, but also an expertise
in organizing and running their respec-
tive political parties. If Advani was pres-
ident of the BJP, Richardson had just
given up vice chairmanship of the De-
mocratic party’s national committee.

As Bill Clinton had calculated, Rich-
ardson’s visit went off very well. He met
the prime minister, Advani and anyone
‘else in New Delhi thdt he wanted to see,
Richardson returned to Washingten and
reported that the BJP-led government

was not going to test the bomb, after all.

DIPLOMACY 4 e

Just to be oNe the safe side, like all suc-
cessful polititians, he added that if at all
Vajpayee decided to go nuclear, he would
only do so after completing a strategic
review of India’s defence needs.
Richardson thought this provided an
escape route for him in case the National
Democratic Alliance pressed home its

_agenda — and the BJP’s — of testing the

bomb. He concluded that he was safe in
his prediction since the new ruling al-
liance in New Delhi had listed the re-
view in its manifesto as preceding any
nuclear test. Karl Inderfurth, the assis-

tant secretary of state for south Asia,
who accompanied Richardson to New
Delhi, concurred with this view. So did
Frank Wisner, former ambassador in
New Delhi, whom Clinton thought of
both as his administration’s best expert
on India and as the most influential
American in New Delhi.

All these three men suffered a severe
setback to their credibility within the

administration when India declared it- -

self a nuclear weapons state on May 11,
1998. Of the three, Richardson was com-
paratively unfazed: after all, he owes hf;
position in America’s political life on
to himself. He is the first Hispanic to be-
come a member of the US cabinet and
had won impressively eight times to the
house of representatives from his home
state of New Mexico. Indeed, three
months after the Indian fiasco, Richard-
son went on to become energy secretary
in the Clinton administration. .
All the same, these three men decided
to lay the collective blame for their
wrong judgement on the Indian prime
minister. Vajpayee, they chorused in pri-
vate, had told their delegation that India
would not test. A chieck of the minutes of
the Vajpayee-Richardson meeting shows
that the prime minister never told them
any such thing. Indeed, buttressing this

K.P. NAYAR

s

is the eyewitness account of one of the
participants in the meeting that when
Vajpayee was asked point blank about a
possible nuclear test, he smiled charac-
teristically and remained silent.

It is well known that the Americans
have not been able to live down the fact
that a poor country like India, largely il-
literate and a mere regional player in in-
ternational politics, hoodwinked US
satellites and intelligence network in
successfully carrying out the Pokhran I
nuclear tests. The hearings which were
scheduled on Capitol Hill about this

‘ Things have changed

between New Delhi and
Washington from the days
of bitterness and suspi-
cion two years ago ,

monumental intelligence failure are tes-
timony to this continuing heartburn.
But every situation of this kind requires
a suitable whipping boy. It goes without
saying that even if Vajpayee had misled
Richardson and others, they could not
possibly use the prime minister of India
as their whipping boy.

Under those circumstances, Raghu-
nath quickly became the whipping boy
for the Americans in the aftermath of
the nuclear tests. Those in the US admin-
istration, who felt that their careersand
reputation had been compromised by
the BJP-led government’s action, held
Raghunath personally responsible for
their discomfiture and worse.

He had been in Washington only days
before the nuclear tests. The foreign sec-
retary’s spin doctors put out the line that
Raghunath was not told about the tests

~ Story of an appomtment

in advance by the prime minister’s of-
fice. For a while, the Americans believed
this: after all, it is still a popular guess-

ing game In New Delhi as to who exactly
knew about Pokhran Il and how much in
advarice.

ut this excuse was blown when
B one of America’s allies convinced
# Washington that Raghunath did,
indeed, know about the tests when he
was in the US on May 7. Diplomats from
this allied country told their US counter-
parts that high level meetings between
this country and India had been sched-
uled in New Delhi on May 11. Without
any apparent reason, but with absolute
stubbornness, Raghunath wanted these
meetings to be postponed. The cat was
soon out of the bag because the foreign
secretary did not seek a postponement of
a week or even a couple of days. He just
did not want the meetings on May 11 —
or on May 13 when the second round of
tests took place — but on May 12. The
Americans rightly concluded that
Raghunath knew about the tests when
he was having bilateral talks in the US.
Bitter over what they regarded as a
betrayal, the Americans never allowed
Raghunath to return to Washington.
When gossip about Raghunath’s ap-
pointment as ambassador to the US
started circulating in New Delhi, the
Americans let it be known to South
Block and the PMO through very effec-
tive back channels that he would be un-
welcome in Washington. The appoint-
ment never got to the point where the
Americans had to officially express any
reservations about New Delhi’s choice.
South Block got the message; the idea of

- ‘naming Raghunath as Naresh Chan-

dra’s successor was quietly dropped.
‘Incidentally, Chandra too nearly be-
came a whipping boy in the aftermath of
Pokhran II, but he deftly manoeuvred
hiniself out of a situation which could
have otherwise made it difficult for the

-ambassador to deal with the Americans

in the two years that followed.
At a meeting in Washington within

"hours of the May 11 tests, Robert Ein-

-~

horn, Clinton’s arms control czar, point-
edly asked Chandra about “a series” of
nuclear tests which New Delhi had an-
nounced. Einhorn was the only one on
the US side to grasp the nuances of the
English language in the Indian state-
ment, which, interestingly, was drafted
by a journalist who is equally trusted by
Vajpayee and Advani. Chandra, who has
a remarkable skill for throwing his in-
terlocutors off balance, did not answer:
he simply changed the subject. The sec-
ond in the “series” of tests took place on
May 13.

ndia is not trying to make a point by
Isending another retiring foreign sec-

retary as ambassador after Raghu-
nath was virtually rejected by the Amer-
icans. All the same, it is a reminder of
how far things have changed between
Washington and New Delhi from the
days of bitterness and suspicion two
years ago. Mansingh, in any case, is no
stranger to the US capital. The years
which he spent in Washington as the
deputy chief of mission under a succes-

‘sion of :ambassadors will stand him in

good stead at a time when Indo-US rela-
tions are poised to grow further.
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Andia agrees to Foreig;n

Secy level SAAR

\Y

'
HT Correspondent 3-/ f Q(},
New Delhi, December 25 ~ I\~

INDIA HAS agreed to have a
Foreign Secretary level meeting of
the South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation (SAARC)
in the near future,

External  Affairs  Minister
Jaswant Singh and Sri Lanka's
Foreign Minister Lakshman

Kadirgamar, who held a bilateral
meeting today, agreed on the “pos-
sibility” of such a meeting, but set
neither date nor venue for it.

The coup in Islamabad led to the
cancellation of the SAARC sum-
mit scheduled for Nov 1999. Since
then, India has blocked any
attempt to set a new date. “There
iS no consensus on it,” a senior

%, official of the ME

{ meet,

maintained.

The downturn ih New Delhi-
Islamabad ties is the well known,
but unstated reasor, for not hold-
ing a summit.

At the insistence of Nepal,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, India
agreed in June to revive the
expert-level talks. The first one,
concerning river water sharing,
was held in Kathmandu in July.

Recently, senior officials of
member-nations held a meeting in_
Colombo and drew up a detailed
programme for technical commit-
tee meetings.

Significantly, the Freign
Secretary level talks are called
“Standing Committee” meetings

and are usually held ahead ofmin-
isterial level talks.

~



2 nctions vmdlcate India’s

By C. Raja Mohan q p i/ {)

NEW DELHI, DEC. 20. India today welcomed the deci-
sion by the United Nations Security Council to im-
pose additional sanctions against the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan and hoped Pakistan would
“pay heed” to the strong international sentiment
behind the move.

The spokesman of the Foreign Office said the U.N.
resolution, which demands that the Taliban shut
down all terrorist camps within a month and hand
over the Saudi exile, Osama bin Laden, is a “vindica-
tion” of the recent Indian campaign highlighting the
sources of international terrorism in Afghanistan
and Pakistan. If the Taliban does not comply with
the UN demands, an arms embargo against Afghan-
istan will come into effect. The new sanctions re-
gime will also put Pakistan in direct confrontation
with the international community.

Pakistan, which is the principal source of arms,
equipment and other support to the Taliban regime,
will now be obliged to end its military intervention
in Afghanistan. The resolution has been passed un-
der chapter VII of the UN charter and mandates all
nations to implement it.

The Afghan Ambassador to India, Mr. Masood
Khalili, who represents the Northern Alliance op-
posing the Taliban, welcomed the move. He said the
international community was now ‘“‘bringing direct
pressure on the Taliban and its mentors” and hoped
this would eventually help the Afghan people.

Mr. Khalili expressed skepticism about Pakistan’s
readiness to observe the UNSC resolution against

the Taliban. He charged Isla %a
arms supplies to the Taliban in the recent days and
called for an effective mechanisikn to prevent the
arms supplies to the Taliban. If Pakistan can indeed
be persuaded to end its intervention, the prospects
for a peace process in/\fghanistan could brighten,
he added. >

Pakistan has bitterly bpposed the UN move for an
arms embargo which targets only the Taliban and
not the Northern Alliance. Mr. Khalili said the em-
bargo was one-sided because it was the Taliban
which supported international terrorism.

Diplomatic sources here say ‘‘Pakistan’s isolation
on Afghanistan is now complete.”” Not only did Isla-
mabad facilitate a convergence of interests among
Russia, the United States and Iran, but also allowed
its arch rival India to gain a role in Afghan diploma-
cy. India, along with Russia, US, Kyrgyzstan and Ta-
jikistan is a co-sponsor of the sanctions resolution.

In a separate resolution on Tuesday night, the UN
General Assembly too passed an annual resolution
on Afghanistan, co-sponsored by 85 nations. The GA
resolution too calls for an end to Pakistan’s interven-
tion in Afghanistan. Pakistan had to dissociate itself
from the resolution, which was adopted without a
vote.

Mr. Khalili regretted the fact that the UN human-
itarian agencies had withdrawn from Afghanistan.
He said the Afghan people badly needed the assist-
ance and the UN resolution explicitly permitted it.

While supporting the UN sanctions move, India
said “‘it wishes well” for the Afghan people and had
nothing against any ethnic group in Afghanistan.

th stepping up
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-Chokila Iyer IS next
Foreign Secreta"ﬁY‘

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, DEC. 23. Mrs. Chokila
Iyer, Ambassador to Ireland, will
be the next Foreign Secretary, it
was formally announced here to-
day.

Mrs. Iyer. who hails from Sik-
kim, will be the first woman to
head the Foreign Office. Although
the IFS has seen many bright
women officers before, none of
them could get the top job.

Until now, no woman officer
has been appointed even Secre-
tary in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs. The Government’s decision
to break the glass ceiling against
women in the diplomatic corps
comes as a surprise.

A former Indian woman Am-
bassador welcoming the decision
hoped that this was not a “token
gesture” and that the political es-
tablishment would repose “full
faith” in Mrs. lyer.

Mrs. Iyer an IFS officer of the
1964 batch, earlier served as Am-
bassador to Mexico.

The announcement ends spec-
ulation over the past few weeks

about the choice of the Foreign
Secretary. In choosing Mrs.Iyer,
the Government has kept up the
principle of seniority.

The senior-mgqst in the service,
Mr. Dev Mukherjee, is currently
the envoy to Nepal. But he has
only a few months to go before
retirement. Mrs. lyer's term will
run up to mid-2002.

Mr. Lalit Mansingh, Foreign
Secretary, who will retire early
next year, has been appointed
Ambassador to Washington. Mr.
Mansingh will replace Mr. Naresh
Chandra, who has been heading
India’s mission in Washington
over the past few years.

The announcement today,
while confirming Mr. Mansingh'’s
name for Washington, is silent on
the choice for the much-coveted
mission in London. Mr. Ronnen
Sen, Indian Ambassador to Ger-
many, was widely tipped to get
the job. Now it is believed that Mr.
Nareshwar Dayal, High Commis-
sioner in London, whose tenure
was to end early next year, has got

a few months extension.
H
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA
\

New Delhi, Dec. 23: Backtrack-
ing on an earlier choice, South
Block today named Chokila Iyer
the first woman foreign secretary
of the country.

Iyer, a 1964 batch officer from
Sikkim, is India’s ambassador
to Ireland now. The brief foreign
ministry statement announcing
Iyer’s appointment said: “She
will have the distinction of be-

She will also be the
figst tribal and the first official
om the Northeast to become the
reign secretary.

With specialisation in Span-
ish affairs, she has served in Mex-
ico City and held positions such

as joint secretary of coordina-
tion, consular-passport-visa divi-
sions and additional secretary in -~
the ministry. Iyer has also worked
in Berne and Mahe. She was earli-
er slated to go the Hague as am-
bassador.

Iver will replace Lalit Mans-
ingh, who is due to retire on
April 30, next year. Mansingh will
go to Washington as India’s

‘ambassador, replacing Naresh
Chandra.

Mansingh took over as foreign
secrgtary in December last year
2% a 14#monthtenure in Britain
ag-high commissioner.

He is scheduled to retire on
March 31 but may leave early next
year for his new assignment in
the US.

If that happens, Iyer will head
the foreign office for at least one-
and-a-half years as she will retire
only in June 2002.

A host of hopefuls, including
Deb Mukherjee, R.S. Kalha,
Satish Chandra, Siddharta Singh
and Dilip Mehta, is now out of the
running for the highest post
in the service as her tenure
outlasts their’s.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh, South Block insiders say,
was keen on bringing in Kanwal |
Sibal, India’s ambassador to
France, as foreign secretary.
National security adviser and
Prime Minister’'s principal
secretary Brajesh Mishra also

backed Singh in a rare display of
consensus. FRAPE

But this would have meant

that after Mansingh, a 1963

batch officer, Sibal would have

jumped two batches — 1964 C Zm
and 1965 — to head the Indian
Foreign Service. Sibal is a 1966
batch officer. .

The proposal was risk-
prone as it could have triggered
a wave of resentment in the
elite service and prompted
some of the bypassed officers
to move court against the govern-
ment’s choice. '

The South Block decision
to bring in Chokila may have
caused some disappointment
but it has averted disgruntiement
among the officers.

Sibal will be coming to South
Block anyway to replace K.V.
Rajen as secretary (east), wk}o
retires on March 31. Sibal will
now have to wait tif Iyer’s retire-
ment to occupy the foreign secre- \
tary’s chait: !
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/ A yeéii' India was 0 \

HERE'S INDIAN foreign policy 2000, freeze dried.
First goal: engage major powers and friendly neigh-
bours, Second goal: put unfriendly neighbour into the
doghouse. Add hot water, and that’s most of the story.

In February the national security advisor, Brajesh
Misbra, speit out the rationale for the first bit.
“Regionat and global security,” he argued, walked on
two Jegs. One was relations between “the tising Asian
world powers” of China, Japan and India. The other
leg was how these rising powers interacted “with exist-
ing major powers that have a key stake in Asia.” These
major powers were the United States, the European
Ugion and Russia.

The year 2000 kicked off with the end of the ICB14
hostage drama. This only hardened New Delhi's post-
Kargil resolve to cold shoulider Pakistan until it
showed a genuine interest in peace.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee made anti-terrorism the high
point of his New Year address: “India shall join hands
across nations to rid the world of this crime against
humanity.” It was a clear call: India would work to
persuade the warld to join in cold shouldering
Islamabad. i

Looking back at the past 365 days, New Delhi has
reason to be pleased.

India’s great power waltzing has dominated head-
* lines all year. There were double summits with US

President Bill Clinton. As South Block likes to note,
India is the only country which has a vision statement
wi h the US. New Delhi has successfully inscribed
“Ir dia” in indelible ink along the Washington Beltway.
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh explained that “pre-
dictability, stability and continuity” is what New Delbi

e crtmeeam

soughyi\n\lndoul}s relations.
India may have succeeded:
George W, Bush’s main criti-
cism of Clinton’s India policy
is that Clinton didn't

\oreign Relations 2000

Pakistan was so tarred and
feathered by Jaswant Singht’s
charge that Islamabad was
“compulsively hostile” 1o
India, that in August, when

go far enough.

Viadimir Dutin’s
visit marked the res-
urrection of the link
with Moscow that
had dissolved into
woolly  nostalgia
The  Indo-Russia
bond is a shadow of
what existed under
the red star, but the
two sides found
common interests in
arms and t
Afghanistan.
Sobrie-ty has
returned to the
Kremtin ~ and India is in a position to benefit.

The post-Pokbran freeze imposed by Japan.
Austratia and China melted this year. This followed to
some degree automatically from the US surmmits.
Also, the first Indo-EU summit was hefd and a strate-
gic dialogue was launched with Beijing.

The year’s diplomatic struggle was the solation of
Pakistan. India sold two arguments to the world. One,
i South Asia is a flashpoint it's because of the blood-
yminded generals in Islamabad who diverted the bus
to Lahore to Kargil and Kandahat.

Atal Bihari Vaipayvee

By Pramit Pal Chaudhuri

New Delhi blamed
Islamabad for sab-o-
taging the first
Kashmir ceasefive,
the world accepted
India‘'s charge with-
out a murmur.

Two, New Delhi

kept telling the
world that
Pakistan's  jihadi

weapon i a weapon
aimed at all of 'you.
The anti-Taliban
allia-nce, in ta; lteés

i at the start of the
Bill Clintan year, found a new
leuse of life. India formed a web of counterierronsm
working groups with the US, Russia and lran.

The golden cap on this pyramid was the rucent
United Nations resolution imposing sanctions ajpainst
Alghanistan ~ sanctions which successfully skewered
Pakistan. .

1ndia was helped by circumstances. The U was
brought into line following the USS Cole bombing.
Putin saw Afghanistan as the fount of his Chechen

problems. Even China lost patience with Pakiistan’s

inability to stop the jihad from spreading into western

3 i N 1 ' v
e boil and Pakistan on 1ce

China.

But the fact remains that Pakistan began 2000 0n a
Kandahar high. Tt has ended it as the pariah of the
world, scared its proxy will saon be the target of a joint
US-Russia military attack. This month India
announced its willingness to once more talk with
Pakistan, ending its cold shoulder policy. But the cards
are now so stacked that New Delhi will come out a
winner whether the tatks succeed or not. .

It reads like a diplomat's fairy tale. However, while
the photo ops and the UN resolutions look gaod, sum-
mitry is the easy part.

India has opened many doots, but has only put one
foot across the threshold, A failure to start even a
debate on the CTBT has meant the new US relation-
ship has no security facet. Terrorism has proven a use-
ful opening line, but it will evaporate the day t_he
Taliban are tamed. India rightly rejects talk of joining
vague muitipolarity alliances or ententes designed to
counter China. o

So how does India convert this year’s summitry into
next year's geopolitical sustainability? To make all this
Jong-lasting India peeds to have an economic selling
point: its domestic market, its infotech miracle and so
on. Unfortunately, the reforms process is spluttering
and foreign investment is stagnant. .

New Delhi's unseemly squabbling over its Sri Lankan
and Nepalese trade agreements this year is a warning.
When it came to playing ecopomic diplomacy, India
proved this year to «till be in diapers, IWs been a good
year for Indian foreign policy. The real challenge 18 in
2001, making visions and handshakes into tangible
telationships which have a longer shelf MV

e



»India unlikely to ratify CTBT" -

~ By Garimella Subramaniam nA \

'PANCHGANI, DEC. 30. After the scrutiny into th

legitimacy of the Constitution Review Com

mittee and the repressive laws that disregard
respect for human dignity, the disastrous hu-
man rights implications of the nuclear arms
race was an important theme addressed at the
conference on human rights, social move-
ments, glohalisation and the law here.

Sri Achin Vanaik, freelance journalist and
anti- nyclear activist, said that the prospects
ia conducting further tests were very real
as the ratification of the Comprehensive Test
Bayl Treaty was not likely following the elec-
tign of the Republican, Mr. George Bush Jr., as
e next U.S. President. Those who want India
to build up a sophisticated weapons system
knew that India has to go in for more tests,
especially after failure of the hydrogen bomb
test.

On the emergence of a National Network of
resistance against nuclearisation of India and
Pakistan, he referred to the national conven-

tion held in New Delhi in November 2000

where over 125 organisations had come to-
gether to oppose the May 1998 nuclear tests.

He said that groups working on separate is-
sues, such as the Narmada Bachao Andolan,
the National Alliance of Peoples Movements,
civil liberties movements, women'’s organisa-
tions and trade unions had come together to
oppose the nuclear race. They recognised the
necessary links between their own struggles
for social justice, development and human
rights and nuclearisation.

The most obvious interconnection, he said,
was the question of morality. As nuclear weap-
ons are weapons of mass destruction, they are

very different from other weapons. They could
be used for more desirable purposes, such as
national liberation struggles and so on. The
nature of the evil did not reside in the nature
of the weapons themselves, as much as on the
people who used them. But there could be no
good use of nuclear weapons and the nature of
the evil resided entirely in the weapons them-
selves.

Noting that even those who until recently
advocated nuclear weapons claimed that they
were a necessary evil, Sri Vanaik wondered
how anyone could take pride over something
that they regarded an evil! He said that the fact
that not one person in the public discourse
could admit to the inevitability of having to go
nuclear was an indication of how degenerate
the Indian elite had become, at least with re-
spect to nuclear weapons.

Sri Vanaik said that countries go nuclear ei-
ther due to changes in elite self-perception or
changes in threat- perception. The first nucle-
ar power in the world, the U.S., went nuclear
to establish itself as the greatest super power
and the Soviet Union and China did so on
account of their threat- perception of the
United States or each other. In the case of
Britain and France, the reason was connected
to the self- perceptions of a declining colonial
power to join the elite club of nuclear nations.

For India, the decision was statist-driven
than threat-driven, by notions of grandeur
and self-importance. It was the BJP and the
Jan Sangh, much before China had acquired
the bomb, which had from the 1950s declared
its intention to make nuclear weapons. The
justification for the bomb depended on what
sold with the Indian public; the threat from
Pakistan most of the time and China at others.

On the contrary, Pakistan’s nuclear diplomacy
had been essentially reactive.

Sri Vanaik said that nuclear and non-nucle-
ar deterrence was fundamentally different.
Nuclear deterrence engendered hatred and
hostility as the logic behind acquiring these
weapons was one of buying ones security by
increasing the others insecurity. Whereas in
the case of the breakdown of this logic in the
context of conventional military war, the guns
and the tanks could be used to restore some
security, the question would not arise as you
would have been destroyed in a nuclear con-
text.

Nuclear command

Far from claims to the contrary, the posses-
sion of the bomb had, in fact, worsened the
security situation, he referred to the Govern-
ment’s plan to set up a nuclear command and
safety shelter in New Delhi at a cost of Rs.
1,100 crores. He referred to an international
initiative from civil society organisations
called the World Court Project, which moved
the International Court of Justice in 1996 on
the legality of nuclear weapons. A 13-member
Bench that heard the appeal ruled unani-
mously that the use or the threat of use of
nuclear weapons was against humanity and
the law. This must be deemed illegitimate, ex-
cept in case of extreme self-defence when the
very existence of a country was under threat,
not the extreme case of self-defence. The Indi-
an Government had submitted a memoran-
dum in 1995 to the World Court which said
that the use of nuclear weapons, the threat of
use of nuclear weapons and even preparations
for making nuclear weapons must be cgnsid-
ered illegitimate, unacceptable and jrfimoral
under any and all circumstance




/ India, U.S. agree to step up

x\" p
By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, NQV. 2. Adding another element to

their emerging political partnership, India and
- the United Stdtes today agreed to expand their
*cooperation il peacekeeping and other areas
- &f United Nations activity.

«* At the first meeting of the Indo-U.S. Joint
yWorking Group on United Nations Peace-
.keeping Operations, which concluded here to-
day, the two sides hoped that the dialogue
would help deepen mutual understanding
| and cooperation’ and help make UN military
interventions in various crisis zones more ef-
fective. Senior officials from the defence and
" foreign policy establishments of the two na-
tions met here over the last two days and dis-
cussed the various problems and challenges
* facing the United Nations in its dramatically
" expanded activity of peacekeeping.

A joint statement issued at the end of the
talks said the two sides ‘reviewed' some of the
recent experiences of UN peacekeeping and
exchanged views on various functional as-

pects such as “command structures, logistical
support, training and preparation for effective
UN peacekeeping operations.”

The two sides also “agreed to explore ways
to increase the role of troop-contributing
countries in helping to craft the mandates and
operations of peacekeeping forces.” As India
deploys its troops to deal with crises stretch-
ing from Haiti to Cambodia, the Government
has been demanding a greater say in defining
the UN peacekeeping missions and their im-
plementation.

For long India has contributed significantly
to the international peacekeeping operations
under the United Nations flag in a number of
global trouble spots. Since the end of the Cold
War, the United States has strongly promoted
the peacekeeping operations of the United
Nations.

However, there has been very little direct
dialogue between the two capitals on the
growing UN peacekeeping activity. The Joint
Working Group now is expected to plug that
gap. Both sides are pleased with the results

Lric | DU

TV“:‘

\ cooperation in peacekeeping

from the first round of bilateral talks on UN
peacekeeping. ’

The United States has bilateral dialogue on
peacekeeping with a select few nations. India -
too discusses UN-related issues with other
major powers. The Indo-U.S. JWG on peace-
keeping marks India’s first institutionalised
bilateral dialogue on peacekeeping. The next
round of the JWG will be held in Washington
next spring, by which time the new American
Administration should have settled down.

The establishment of the JWG follows the
vision statement on bilateral cooperation is-
sued by U.S. President Mr. Bill Clinton and the
Prime Minister Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee in
New Delhi last March and their consultations
in Washington in September.

India and the U.S. hope to draw the lessons
from the recent experiences and find ways to
address the many difficulties that have con-
fronted the UN peacekeepers world wide. In
the process, the two military and diplomatic

establishments are expected to intensify th
international security cooperation.




{ Mr. Girish Dhume who is due to
' retire shortly, — P71

/ﬁew envoys

o

Egypt, Ireland

NEW DELH1, NOV. 1. Mr. Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee, India’s ambassador to
Egypt, has been appointed as the
country's high commissioner to
South Africa, it was announced
here today. Mr. Mukherjee is ex-
pected to take up the assignment
shortly. He takes over from Mr.
Harsh Kumar Bhasin, who is pur-
suing his academic interests for
wo years. i .l 1Y

India’s ambaskélg r to\the
erlands, Mr. Prabhakar Me
has been appointed as the ¢
try’s envoy to Ireland, succeedi
Ms. Chokila lyer.

Mr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
deputy chief of mission at the Indi-
an Embassy in Tokyo, has been ap-
pointed as [ndia’s ambassador to
the Czech republic, succeeding

don’t know how many nukes
w\A we have: Musharrafq,

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOV. 1. Pakistan’s mili-
tary ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
does not know how many nuclear
warheads his country has and is
not sure whether the Saudi billio-
naire dissident, Osama Bin La-
den, is a terrorist,

To a straight question about the
number of atomic’ weapons, he
said: T personally do not know
how many nuclear warheads we
have. I must check on it.

In an interview to a Russian
newspaper, Gen. Musharraf also
could not say how many missiles
Pakistan needed for minimal de-
terrence, but claimed that Islama-
bad had both nuclear warheads
and means of their delivery.

“We do have nuclear weapons.
We are a nuclear state. We have
missiles, we have nuclear war-

. o -

fon oo

heads, I can assure you we have
everything we need (for deter-
rence},” he told Vrernya Novostei .

To another blunt question,
whether he believed Osama was a
terrorist, he said: Honestly, I don’t
know, I have no evidence and
therefore cannot comment on the
issue.Gen. Musharraf said Pakis-
tan was in no position to pressure
the ruling Taliban in Afghanistan
into surrendering Osama to the
hands of justice.”Bin Laden is in
Afghanistan. Afghanistan is a sov-
ereign country. What can Pakis-
tan do?”

India-Israel ties a concern

Gen. Mushatraf said he was not
worried about India's closer ties
with the United States, but was
concerned over New Delhi’s
growing interaction with Tel Aviv.
“We know that ranking Israeli

9 NV 2

military and secyrity officials visit
India and offeq] advice on the
problem of Kashmir and the way
of handling Kashmiri fighters for
independence. We are also aware
of Israel's considerable technical
assistance to India.” The Pakista-
ni leader called for building a new
basis for improved relations with
Russia. “There was a lot of misun-
derstanding between our coun-
tries in the past. We must remove
this misunderstanding.

We want to cooperate and have
better relations with Russia."” Sur-
prisingly, the General denied he
had already extended an invita-
tion to the President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, to visit Pakistan, as report-
ed during a trip to Islamabad by
Mr. Putin’s special envoy, Mr.
Sergei Yastrzhembsky, in Septem-

"
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Gulf countries
of Pak

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 6. — The

i Gulf countries are now more

“aware” of the problem of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir, with
recent diplomatic discussions
with them having some effect,

According to the external
affairs ministry, there is now a
more “realistic appreciation”
by these countries of the prob-
lem of terrorism in Kashmir,
sponsored by Pakistan even
though the resolutions by the
Organisation  of Islamic
Countries are still one-sided
and biased in favour of
Pakistan.

Despite such problems, India
continues to have very good
relations with the OIC mem-
bers and the process of engage-
ment and discussion on inter-
national issues, especially ter-

o§ Q A
rorism, 1s on. “

The external affairs ministry
has also noted that the stand
on India and Pakistan by the
Gulf Cooperation Council, that
includes  Saudi  Arabia,
Kuwait, Oman and the UAE,
has been fair. The recent GCC
resolution on India and
Pakistan adopted during the
meeting of the GCC foreign
ministers at Jeddah took a bal-
anced stand on J&K — a pos-
itive sign for India.

This is despite the growing
ties between India and Israel
in recent years, especially in
military affairs and counter-
terrorist activities, something
Gulf countries have taken note
of.

The home minister visited
Israel this year to discuss
national security issues.
Senior officials have also visit-
ed Tel-Aviv in the past, includ-

ing Air Chief Marshal SK
Sareen, then air chief, and Dr
J Abdul Kalam, then scien-
ific advisor to the defence
minister. As part of the balanc-
ing operation, the external
affairs minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, wanted to visit Saudi
Arabia recently (though that
was postponed) and the minis-
ter of state for external affairs,
Mr Ajit Panja, visited Iraq.
There are three important
reasons for strong Indo-Gulf
ties. India has just signed a
deal for the supply of 7.5 mil-
lion tonne of liquefied natural
gas for 25 years starting from
2003, making India the largest
buyer of LNG from Qatar.
Imports from GCC countries
in 1998-99 were Rs 238.20 hil-
lion, and mostly fuel. Though
imports fell in comparison to
the previous year, exports are
rising.

-—
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‘aware’
terrorism

The Gulf countries are
becoming India’s important
economic partners in trade
and investment. India is now
exporting technlogy and the
value of India’s bilateral trade
is about $10 bilton. In fact,
that can only go up as joint
commissions or their equiva-
lent with Iraq, Bahrain, Qatar
and Yemen have been revived
in recent years.

There are about 3 million

members of the Indian com-
munity in the Gulf countries
and they remit about $4 billion
every year.
This includes 1.2 million in
Saudi Arabia alone and nearly
a million in the UAE. Indians
comprise 31 per cent of the for-
eign population in the GCC
countries while the percentage
of Pakistanis is only 16 and
Bangladeshis about 10 per
cent.

|
|
|



~: Courting animosities

he feeling\of enchantment

has soared tdecstasy. We have

entered into a very special re-

lationship with the United

States administration; Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s Happy Diwali greet-
ings are resounding proof of that. The
heartbeat of the US is our heartbeat; our
heartbeat, goes the assumption, is theirs
too.

With such as the credo and belief of
our current rulers, certain things be-
come easy to understand. France has
raised its banner of revolt against the
continued US policy of imposing severe
trade restrictions on Iraq and the diktat
that those who want to curry American
favour must follow suit. The people of
Iraqg have been victims of indescribable
suffering for one full decade. Now re-
sentment is accumulating against this
unfair regimen.

Apart from France’s prime minister,
the Venezuelan president has also
cocked a snook at the US administration;
with tremendous flourish, he flew into
Baghdad to participate in a ticker-tape
reception and announce his solidarity
with the cause of the Iraqis. India, the
proud sponsor and main inspiration of
the non-aligned movement some
decades ago, has, in contrast, kept mum.
The erstwhile United Front government
risked American ire to show at least a
gesture of camaraderie toward Iraq.
That is distant history. The Bharatiya
Janata Party-led government obviously
considers outrageous a repetition of
that kind of folly. Out, out, brief candle.
Since the ongoing motto is to do as the
Americans do, this change of stance was
only to be expected.

Is there, though, something a bit
more in what constitutes current Indian
foreign policy? Please take into account
the latest episode of gruesome aggres-
sion by Israel against Palestinians along
the entire stretch of West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. Public opinion in Asia,
Africa and Latin America has been in-
censed no end by reports on the nature of
atrocities that are being perpetrated,
so much so that the United Nations
human rights commission has been
forced to have a discussion on the issue.
Even more significantly, the UN gen-
eral assembly has passed a resolution
condemning Israel and drawing the
attention of the world to the barba-
rity unleashed against the people of
Palestine.

ost of our neighbouring coun-
Mtries have been forthright in

their support of the Palestini-
ans. Sympathy has flowed in generous
proportion for the afflicted people. The
government of India has however been
extraordinarily mute in the matter; si-
lence is golden, or so it has been conclud-
ed. Even that stooge of stooges, the gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia, has issued a
communiqué not only lambasting Israel
for its attacks but also severely criticiz-
ing the US administration itself for its
covert support to Tel Aviv. That too has
not shamed us into committing indiscre-
tion. We have continued to be demure.

W

CUTTING CORNERS

ASHOK MITRA

No disapproval of Israel has been voiced
by New Delhi; admonishing the US is of
course an undreamt-of proposition.

This is where a doubt sneaks in. Is it
merely an endeavour to establish our-
selves as the loyalest of American lack-
eys, or is there a more basic considera-
tion at work? Can it be that the Hindutva
psychosis has infiltrated into the arena
of foreign policy too? We will in any cir-
cumstances be on the right side of the
Americans, but perhaps the demonstra-
tion of subservience to American policy
is also being further invigorated by a de-
cision to combine it with hatred of be-
lievers in Islamic tenets, which are re-
garded as a sworn adversary of Hindut-
va. We will not in any case lift even a lit-
tle finger in sympathy with the Iraqi
cause; for that nation is infested by
Muslims.

A similar point of view on the Israel-
Palestine imbroglio: forget the valour of
the struggling Palestinian people, span-,
ning more than half a century, in de-
fence of their right to stay as sovereign
entities in their own land. They deserve
to be despatched to their fate, for they
are heathens par excellence, and never
mind whether the instrumentality for
their execution be Israel or the US. Not
that either the Christians or the Jews

are our particular friends; we will deal -

with them in due course. But, for the pre-
sent, the strategy of Hindutva, as it

guides our external affairs, is to treat the

‘ If India’s foreign policy
is built in the image of the
BJP’s domestic policy,
it is going to be darkness

at noon ,

enemy of our enemy as our chum; team
up with the Americans and the Israelis
to give a bloody nose to wherever those
owing allegiance to Islam are concen-
trated. There are umpteen other reasons
for loving the Americans, this is howev-
er a very special one.

The US is a superpower, in fact, the
only superpower left on earth. The
Americans will therefore be able to take
care of themselves even if, for argu-
ment’s sake, the rest of the world turns
against themi{Sheuld we, however, not
be prejpared totglgulate where our long-
term interests 1ie? Hindutva may be by
axiom iiber alles; does that automatical-
ly imply that we must court the animosi-
ty of certain countries? Such an atti-
tude, and practice based on this attitude,
can have awesome consequences. Just
look across our borders.

Even apart from Pakistan we have,
within the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation combine, such
Muslim-dominated nations as
Bangladesh and Maldive islands. Along

the southeast Asia region, Malaysia and
Indonesia too are predominately Mus-
lim nations. And how can we ighore west
Asiaand north Africa, that vast continu-
ougs stretch of one Arab country after an-
other, not only oil-rich but equally proud
of their Islamic heritage.

species of insanity is seemingly
Aabroad, with some fundamental-

ists assuming that revolutioniz-
ing domestic policy is not enough, the
imprimatur of Hindutva must be im-
pressed on India’s foreign policy as well.
We are not well disposed towards China.
If, on top of that, we actively cultivate
unfriendliness with most of the coun-
tries that either surround us or are reéa-
sonably proximate to us, there could be a
grave question mark over our ability to
survive in a globalized economic
system.

True, much of what has just been
stated above may not yet have permeated
into the corpus of the country’s overall
policy. In some sphere, though, image

. matters as much as substance. If the im-

pression spreads that Hindutva is the
motive force driving the New Delhi
regime’s urges and activities, India
would increasingly be alienated from a
significant number of countries. To cite
an instance, the excessive complaints by
BJP camp-followers about alleged infil-
tration from Bangladesh have been
mainly responsible for stoking the indig-
nation of large sections in that country
against India. This was altogether avoid-
able.

Perhaps the BJP has still a few sensi-
ble elements left in its fold who perceive
the enormity of the danger the country
faces from its more sectarian agenda
and would do something about it. The
party received less than 25 per cent of
the votes cast in the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions. It does not by any means have the
mandate from the Indian electorate to do
a drastic re-ordering of the country’s
foreign policy, effecting a permanent
damage to long range national interests.
The party has torein itself in.

If this does not happen soon, the rest
of the political parties owe it to the na-
tion to come together on the issue. The
protestations of the newly installed
president of the BJP have a hollow ring;
the party’s cohorts are behaving in a
manner which belies his supposedly fil-
ial ardour for the minority communi-
ties. To repeat, if foreign policy is to be

.built in the image of the party’s domes-

tic policy, it is going to be darkness at
noon.

only alienated quite a few Islamic

nations; they have gone some way
to mess up our relations with the coun-
try described as the only Hindu king-
dom in the world as well. Nepal has a
Hindu Kking, but the Viswa Hindu
Parishad’s zeal to regard the people of
that country as part of the vishal Hindu
fraternity has caused widespread anger
there. The BJP has to, or has to de
to, pipe down, as much for the sgkéof the
nation as for its own sake. ] /

The Hindutva enthusiasts have not
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Jaswant dispels doubts o

Ganga-Me;!ang project

Shishir Gupta
Hanoi, November 9

“ N THE eve of the inaugu-
Oration of the Ganga-
: Mekong Swarnabhoomi
project, India today sought to dis-
pel any notion that the move was
directed to check China's growing
sphere of influence in the region.

Replying to question on whether
the historical project was directed
against China, Indian Foreign
Minister Jaswant Singh said the
Ganga-Mekong programme -was
"not directed against anyone and
does not aim to replace anyone in
any grouping.” .

Talking to media after the conclu-
sion of 10th Joint Commission
meeting with Vietnam, Mr Singh
said the project involved countries
that lay between Ganga and
Mekong deltas amd envisages
enhanced co-operation in the field
of education, culture and develop-
ment on infrastructure in the
Mekong region.

While maintaining that the pro-
ject was "no challenge" to any coun-
try in particular, the Foreign
Minister said that India is already
committed to participate in the
development of Indo-China ties
under the ASEAN umbrella.

W

%he Foreign Minister reiterated
that the project was an affirmation
of ancient historical and culture
ties between the partner countries
including Vietnam.

¢ While Mr Jaswant Singh

addressed to the sensitivities of
Ganga-Mekong partners over
China, Vietnam President Tran
Duc Luong called the relationship
between New Delhi and Hanoi as
that of "strategic importance".

Vietnam  Foreign = Minister
Nguyen Dzy Nein and Mr Singh
signed the agreed minutes of the
two-day Joint Commission this
afternoon. The Indian minister had
also called on President Luong and
Prime Minister Phar* Van Khai.

Mr Singh described the political
content of his visit as of "firm and
assured quality" and put emphasis
on imparting new dynamics to tra-
ditional ties between India and
Vietnam. The visit, according to
him, served the dual purpose of
holding Joint Commission meeting
as well as preparing the stage for
the Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee's
forthcoming visit to Vietnam.

It appears that India wants to
"modernise” the relationship that is
fuelled by trade in hydrocarbon,
information technology and sci-
ence and technology sectors.

- Defence

This was quite eviderjt when Mr
Singh expressed happiness over US
President Bill Clinton's Vietnam
visit next week. He called it a "befit-
ting gesture" and said: "This is a
worldwide phenomenon. Countries
are forgetting histories and moving
towards tomorrow". India has
announced that it would extend a
credit of $ 5 million to set up infor- -
mation technology centres and
software parks in Vietnam.

During the Joint Commission
meeting, the two sides agreed to
take concrete steps to correct the
imbalance in trade. One area that
is expected to give a major boost to
bilateral trade is the oil and gas sec-
tor. India sees an opportunity in
refining exported crude oil from
Vietnam as there are few facilities
here for processing hydrocarbons.

While Mr Singh could not meet
the Vietnamese Defence Minister,
it is believed that the Minister
exchanged notes on the military
relationship between the two sides
during his talss with Prime
Minister Khai. The defence agenda
was outlined during the visit of
Minister George
Fernandes to Ho Chin Minh City in
last March and the two sides have

done homework on identifying th
niches of military co-operatio//
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Jpposition slams foreign policy

HT Correspondent

W/()/
New Delhi, November 23

OPPOSITION MEMBERS in the Raj
Sabha today urged the Government n
to become the "lackey" of any superpow
er but follow an independent foreig
policy.

Participating in a debate on the current
international situation, Mr Eduardo
Faleiro (Congress), referring to the US,
said India was "crawling” when asked to
bend, and becoming a "satellite of the
US". Seeking a White Paper on the for-
eign policy, he asked the Government to
"restore national consensus” on the policy
that had undergone radical changes.

External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh, moving the motion, said that the
challenge in the post-Cold War era was
how to meet the reality of "uni-polarity”
and mould it to India's advantage. As

"uni-polarity" could not be the ba31s of
future international relations, the ques-
tion was how to move into a multi-polar
world and put it to India's advantage. he
added.

Dr Karan Singh (Congress) did not
agree that the world was "uni-polar”. He

* pointed out that there were other powers

like the European Union, ASEAN,
China, West Asia. He said that India
should put more energy into the SAARC.

Mr Pranab Mukherjee (Congress) said
that the Government trying to get a
"good-conduct certificate” from a "very
powerful nation" does not speak well of
its responsibility.

Ms Jayanthi Natarajan, (TMC-
Moopanar) said that the Prime Minister's
statement that India and US are "natural
allies" had "thrown overboard" years and
years of work to establish India's non-
aligned and independent status.

Ms Natarajan asked whether India’s
foreign policy is decided in South Block
or at Foggy Bottom.

Mr Biplab Dasgupta (CPM) said that
India's foreign policy has "changed
beyond recognition” during the last few
years. We are following "American dik-
tat", he said.

He said that India should cultivate
China, Russia and take up the leadership
of the Third World countries. He said
that India should not be obsessed with
the idea of securing a permanent seat in
the Security Council.

While the opposition asked the
Government to give up its rigid stand and
resume the dialogue process with -
Pakistan, Dr L M Singhvi (BJP) said one
should not be sentimental on the issue.
He backed the Government stand that
talks will not be held till cross-border te
rorism comes to an end. /
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Jndla ust knoyg\global
trends, says Ma%f\o old boy

9/?

"TO SHAPE
policy and to
practice diplo-
macy so as to
reach the outer
limits of possi-
bility". That is
how External
Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh
encapsulated the challenges faced
by Inflian foreign policy while
delivering the Mayo Heritage
Society's inaugural lecture here
today.

The Mayo Heritage Society is an
initiative of the alumni of Mayo
College, Ajmer, one of the premier
public schools of India.

Mr Singh is an old boy of the
institution and was awarded the
“Viceroy's Medal" (now known as

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 4

"President of India's medal’) by the

school's authorities in 1953 for
excellent all-round performance.
He went on to join the Army,
before taking the plunge into poli-
tics. Mr Singh, who spoke without
direct references to the immediate
. (he admitted he wanted to avoid
invoking the wrath of Parliament),
said he believed India had to
achieve its destiny which is in the
ultimate national interest. This can

only be touched if India came to
understand global trends and use
them to its advantage.

"The challenge in essence is to
catch the terrific changes that are
occurring by the forelocks, not get
awed by them. If India is to meet
its destiny it should not simply be a
passenger on the train of time but
must be able to alter reality to its
advantage", he said.

The only direct reference he
made to the present geopolitical
reality was when he touched on the
subject of nations' pre-eminence in
world matters through the course
of history. The US, he said, is
today virtually unchallenged.
Ancient Rome and colonjal Great
Britain were constantly facing
challenges, but the US today is not.
"We have to address ourselves to
the management of the possible
fallout from this", he said. " This is’
a period of transition”.

On his alma mater, he reflected
that Mayo College was essentially
a very Indian institution unlike
other public schools of the colonial
era. "The essential Indian-ness that
was imparted was unique”.

While continuously enhancing
India's strategic space, the chid-
lenge to Indian foreign policy is
How to preserve the essential-
Indian civilisation in today's glob-
alised environment.
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midst the teays and the
pathos that dom§nated Pres-
ident Bill Clintoh’s historic
reconciliation visit to Viet-
nam this month, there was
one unlikely figure who stood out wher-
ever the president’s itinerary took him.
He was Douglas Peterson, a United
States Air Force F-4 phantom fighter
pilot who flew 66 bombing missions in
' 1966 over what was then North Vietnam
and was shot down and captured just
outside Hanoi on his 67th mission. Peter-
son, who was held as a prisoner of war
for six and a half years in a jail — on
whose location now stands the Hanoi
Hilton — still has scars from rope burns
he suffered during interrogation in
Hanoi. His right hand goes numb from
damaged nerves. Peterson’s family did
not know if he was alive for three and a

half years. His wife was expecting a-

baby when he left for Vietham, but Peter-
son did not see the baby until he was six
years old.

Peterson’s is the story of many
American PoWs who wasted their best
years in a senseless war, but what makes
him unique is that he is now the US am-

‘bassador to Vietnam. Clinton, who op-
posed the war in Vietnam and avoided
being drafted into fighting there, made

one of the most thoughtful decisions in

his effort to establish friendship with
this erstwhile enemy when he asked Pe-
. terson three years ago to go as America’s
first ambassador to unified Vietnam. Pe-
terson, who has personified the values of
coutage and forgiveness in his new
diplomatic incarnation in Hanoi, is
today the central figure in bringing to-
gether America and Vietnam, bitter ene-
mieswhose reconciliation defied all pos-
sibilities for almost a quarter century
after US troops pulled out of Indo-China.

At a time when South Block is going

through its biggest overhaul in years,
with scores of diplomatic jobs being
filled on account of a spate of retire-
ments and tenure completions, Peter-
' son’s experience is illuminating. In
three years in Hanoi, Peterson has be-
come a role model for any ambassador
anywhere: he typifies what foreign of-
fices could achieve by picking the right
envoy for the right job. Many years ago,
inan Arab country which this columnist
used to visit frequently, the Indian am-
bassador used to surprise his visitors
with a trolley-full of the choicest spirits,
wines and liqueurs, all displayed next to
his work table. Few Indians or expatri-
ates in that country were offended by the
ambassador’s taste in alcohol even if
they were teetotallers.

imbibe were unpleasantly sur-

prised by the envoy’s habit of gen-
erously offering drinks to his visitors,
notwithstanding the fact that he was
doing so within the embassy, which is In-
dian territory. It was not that the ambas-
sador, an otherwise erudite and polished
diplomat, drank at all hours, if at all. It
was his way of protesting against his
posting to that Arab country. What is
more, this ambassador used to openly
tell his Indian visitors that he was a mis-
fit on posting, that his expertise lay else-
where and that his presence in that Arab
capital was testimony to how South
Block frequently erred in choosing peo-
ple for crucial diplomatic jobs.

B ut even those Arabs who liked to

DIPLOMACY

‘Missions on merit

K.P.NAYAR

Over the years, as standards of pro-
bity declined in public life, overseas
postings became a vehicle for patronage,
and cases like that of the ambassador in
question became more of a rule rather
than the rare exception. It is, therefore,
refreshing to find that under the Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee dispensation in South
Block, considerable thought is going
into postings abroad, especially to those
missions which will have a crucial role
in fashioning India’s destiny as a nu-
clear power and as an emerging global
power in the 21st century.

For observers of the Indian diplomat-

ic scene, who are used to some of the hor-
rors of India’s official representation
abroad over the years, the most comfort-
ing of recent appointments have been to
a string of United Nations-related posts.
These careful choices point to a long-
term strategy in dealing with the UN

and its agenclea. where- the Vejpayee .

government is deter:
India’s rightful plice. -
This is basier stid than'

India’s position in the UN is uniquel-

regrettably so. Most Indians who wantto
see India as a permanent member of the
UN security council do not realize that,
next to Israel, India is institutionally the
most isolated country among the UN'’s
vast membership.

In the world body, the Muslim coun-
tries have the Organization of Islamic
Conference: each of the 53 Islamic coun-
tries have one another of the OIC’s mem-
bership to lean on. The Europeans have
the European Union as a single bloc, the
southeast Asians have the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations and the
African states belong to the Organiza-
tion of African Unity Even the Latin
Americans and the Caribbeans have

their regional bodies to turn to for
support.

Of course, it could be argued that
India belongs to the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation, but any-
one who knows SAARC also knows that,
for New Delhi, this regional organiza-
tion is more of a liability than an asset.
More often than not, SAARC countries

use the organization as a platform for

treating India as a whipping boy:

Israel, at least, has the unerring sup-
port of the US, but India has to stand
alone in the UN whenever it has to de-
fend itself. It can only count on what is

‘ The Vajpayee
government is determined
to claim India’s rightful
place in the UN ,

: : S S ——

4 ?&ht tﬂnn its"point of view, a factor
which often gives way to expediency

where other countries are concerned. In
its quest for its rightful place in the UN,
India has to rely on a high calibre team
of diplomats who can be relied upon to
deliver: which is what makes the recent
appointments made by South Block ex-
tremely significant.

Take, for instance, T.P. Sreenivasan,
India’s new permanent representative
to the UN organizations in Vienna, who
will also be ambassador to Austria with
concurrent accreditation to Slovenia,
has been chosen for this job because of
his extensive experience in multilateral
diplomacy. He has served twice at India’s
UN mission in New York and once as
joint secretary dealing with the UN in
South Block.

Sreenivasan, who is to present his
credentials to the Austrian president
next month, will have the landmark re-
sponsibility of refashioning India’s re-
lations with the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the organization which
was set up originally with the aim of
promoting the peaceful uses of atomic
energy. Just as the five nuclear monopo-
lists hijacked nonproliferation and dis-
armament to suit their narrow interests,
they also commandeered the IAEA.
Over the years, this international orga-
nization was reduced to being a mere
secretariat for the nuclear weapon states
to ensure compliance of others with the
nuclear nonproliferation treaty.

clear weapon state until its

Pokhran-II nuclear tests, India
was in a state of confrontation with the
IAEA on account of the role imposed on
it by the nuclear powers. But this is no
longer so. It will, therefore, be Sreeni-
vasan’s task to refashion India’s ties
with the IAEA of which he will also be
alternate governor. It will be his effort to
get the IAEA to accept Indian formula-
tions on nuclear safety, dangers arising
from nuclear bombs being on hair trig-
ger alert and so on — all of which will
have a bearing on the Vajpayee govern-
ment’s long term objective of gaining
recognition for India as a nuclear
weapon state,

Sreenivasan will also liaise with the
Vienna-based Nuclear Suppliers Group
which has kept India at arms length, but
whose eventual membership is vital for
New Delhi to have access to nuclear tech-
nology. The Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty Organization is also in Vienna,
although, as of now, India is not its mem-
ber. A move is also afoot to shift the fis-
sile material cut-off treaty talks to Vien-
na. Sreenivasan’s appointment to Vien-
na lends credibility to New Delhi’s cur-
rent efforts both to regain its leadership
role in the disarmament movement and
to push ahead with its claim to be recog-
nized as a nuclear weapon state.

It comes close on the heels of another
judicious selection — the choice of
Rakesh Sood as India’s first ambassador
for disarmament based in Geneva. Sood
is to Indian disarmament what Homi J.
Bhabha has been to the country’s nu-
clear programme or A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
to its missile development. In appointing
Sood to Geneva, India broke new
ground. Only the five nuclear powers
have so far had disarmament ambas-
sadors in Geneva. By taking their cue
and appointing one, the Vajpayee gov-
ernment is leaving no one in doubt that
India intends to gain recognition asanu-
clear weapon state.

These appointments will be shortly

B ecause India was not a de facto nu-

followed by the choice of a new

deputy permanent representative
at India’s UN mission in New York. Asin
the case of Sreenivasan and Sood, the
new DPR will bring with him several
years of experience of having been the
point man in South Block for UN mat-
ters. He also has the experience of hav-
ing served in the mission in New York
once earlier. These appointments based
solely on merit have absolved South
Block of charges, repeated often, of
using plum postings as a way of dispens-
ing patronage.




Jaswant warns
Pak against bid to
derail peace move

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ,P
NEW DELHI, NOV 29 AL
S 4y
INDIA has resolved to defeat
allattempts by Pakistan to damage
prospects of peace in Jammu &
Kashmir, External Affairs Minis-

ter Jaswant Singh asserted in the -

Lok Sabha on ‘Wednesday. The
Government is aware
that Pakistan is con-
tinuing with its efforts
to scuttle the peace
process, the minister
said during questlon
hour,

“Government _ is
resolved to defeat
such attempts,” he
said. He said the gov-
emment has been
continuing with its ef- '
forts to normalise the situation in
J&K, and-to hold talks with all
those who are prepared for dia-
logue "in keeping with the strong
desire of the people of J&K for
peace”.

As part of these efforts, the
governmiént had announced a uni-
" lateral ceasefire and the security
forces instructed not te initiate
combat operations against mili-
tants in the state during the holy
month of Ramzan.

Singh said India had effectively
brought to the attention of the in-
ternational community Pakistan’s
support to cross-border terrorism
and its continued attempts to in-
terfere in the internal affairs of this
country.

!

Facts ing’ Pakistan’s
state sponsorship of terrorism
have been highlighted in several
international fora} he said, adding

= this issue had been raised at
highlevel bilate ions with
worldleaders.

The international community
in large measure now recognises
Pakistan’s state
sponsorship of ter-
rorism in J&K and
elsewhere in India,
and the impact this
has on the security of
India and the region.

Meanwhile, visit-
ing US Assistant
Secretary of State
Karl Inderfurth to-
day conveyed to In-
dia  Washington’s
support for New Delhi’s unilateral
ceasefire offer in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Inderfurth, US President Bill
Clinton’s pointman for South
Asia, who is on a farewell visit to
the sub-continent, had a 40-
minute meeting with Jaswant
Singh besides exchanging notes
with senior MEA officials.

During the meetings, Inder-
furth reaffirmed US backing for
New Delhi’s move set in motion
during the hoty month of Ramzan.

Inderfurth, who arrived here
from Sri Lanka, will also visit
Nepal and Bhutan.Washington
has said India’s peace offer was
well in line with the
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I/raq seeWstrategw

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 29. India has struck
a counter-trade oil deal with Irag
as part of an effort to build a stra-
tegic relationship with Baghdad.
Irag, suffering under U.N. sanc-
tions , has also promised to give
“priority” to countries like India
after the sanctions are lifted.

Iraq, according to the Foreign
Office spokesman, has agreed in
principle on a “bilateral arrange-
ment” which is outside the U.N.’s
d programmie. India, in
for Iraqi oil, will send
eat to Baghdad. The spokes-
man, however, clarified that India

would consult the*U.N. sanctions

'“ties’ with India ),

;' U.N. sanctions imposed on it lift-

committee Wthh oversees Itaq’s
restricted trade as prescribed by
the Security Council resolutjons.
This decision was taken during
the visit of Iraq’s Vice-President,
Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan.

Mr. Ramadhan said at a press
conference that the purpose of his
visit was to lay a framework for a
“strategic and long-term” rela-
tionship with India. These ties
were not ‘‘commodity specific,”
but revolved around building a
multifaceted relationship. In re-
sponse to a question, he said the
evolving relationship with India
did not preclude defence cooper-
ation. He pointed out that Iraq
had worked out a special relation-
ship with China.

Describing his visit as a “turn-
ing point,” Mr. Ramadhan said
Iraq’s prime foreign policy objec-
tive was to get the post-cold war

ed. He lauded the statement by
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, in the Rajya Sabha
advocating the revocation of the
U.N. sanctions on Iraq.

Dispelling fears about Iraq's
widely perceived belligerency,
Mr. Ramadhan pointed out that
Indo-Iraq ties would become a
factor in promoting regional sta-
bility. India 's decision to engage
Iraq was taken during a meeting
with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, on the sidelines
of the 1998 NAM summit in Dur-
ban, Mr.Ramadhan said.

See also Page 13

THE HINDU

30 &3V WD



‘aunsared-jsurese uols .
-sax38e,, 1[oBIS] 9Y) jsurese £
-uado 9no 9W0d PNOYS JULWIUIS
-A03 oy} pies 3] '[8BIS] SPIBMO)
Bunyqny £q  sueiuiyss[ed 1oj
Ayyedwis Jeuonyipeay, seIpuj
Suynp yim juouIugeaosd paf
-drd 9Yy3 pedreyo sey oanqioq
94,  SISLID JO juswiow SWjy, Je
ardoad urtunseleg oy} £q puesls
.03 juowruieaod gefedfep oy
payse sey oxnqyiod W-IdD °UL

puels NdD

; .E@:ﬂ wogj Sut
“WIN3ad SI 9 MOU Pue ‘ypeAry
03 9INOI UY Sem TY[(.MON Ul

| dopessequie nwEw? 1pneg oYy

~

‘joBJ uj] "A[USPpPNS U} B} SeMm
JISTA s 981Ul 9y3 suodisod
03 uoIsap ayj A[juareddy
, ‘uorjen
-8 Ewmgg 9y} Ul suojeIaqIep
9] POIRUIWIOP SABY plnOM
U0T11BNIIS JOIJU0I-IBU 9Y],
"possnooy
aq P[nod sonssi [elsyeliq
ey} 0s [10q 9} jjo jusm eIsY
1S9 [17UN pAIIaJap aq }ISIA
s ySuig i 1Y) 3189q Sem ]1
12y} pourdo SI9AIesqO SISYIQ)
W) SWBS 8Y) JB WoY) YIm
[eep 03 JMOFIP J1 puno} pespui
9ABY PINOM SSTILIOYINE IPTIBY
a1} pug UOTIBIOPISU0D 0jUl 5&8

3q 01 peY sjuswedur.IIB 9A1}
-enjsturwpe pue [000301d Jo sue]
~qoad yey) uIpe spredxe oy,
“qejeay Jassey .
Iy 03 jaoddns si1 pue pue]
-ouIOy WRIUIISd[BJ B JO asned
Y} 0} JUSUINUIWOD S} PAjnjip
jou peY IYy[eQq MmoN ‘[ovIs]
YJIM SUOTIB]S ULTEM JUIDL S}
911dsep jey) $9jels (BIY °ins
-sBad, vIpu] peday eaey jysiw
yped1ry ut eouesaad s ysulg
Iy "m0 pajurod sem 31 ‘sejep
JO USB[0 108IIp OU SBM 3191} OS
‘@I9l) @ALLIE 0}.9Mp Sem YIulg
IJy 210joq Aep e pe[npeyds sem
ypedry Ul JTWUOs-tau, agg,

mw) J. 4, e

159 ul sjuswdo{easap ayj}
U0 30UIN[JUL SWIOS ISTOLGXD 0}
BIpU] J10J 9S0] Useq aaey JyStal
£11unjioddo uwe 318y L8y,
- oaufe Appanyua
j0uU Op siIvAIesqo snyewordi(
‘Kerd ojut suIod pey
$10908J I8Y}0 JeY) uorje[noads
awos pajoeflea A[uwary ALI1psturwt
2Y,], "SedueISWNIIA Jurjiea

. -aad oYy ut _a[qepurisispun,

sem 9] "JISTA S YIUIG JA] JO JuaUl
-ouod)sod jnoqe suorjdeouod
-stul [9dsIp 03 uesy paeadde
\nsm::E siTejje [pUI9IXe oy,
"prgs uewseayods
94} ‘auop ussql pey suoly
-vaedoad w:o?AS w :2&8 10§

pue aouejrodurt ySy payoeyye
S9PIS 110q Yorym 03 JIs1a BIqRLy
_Tpneg sydurg I jo Surwiy
913 uo pajoedur ‘syrwwIns oY)

PoYeIISSA0U YITYM ‘BISY 1SOM ,
" 0M} 9Y) JO 9OUSTUSAUOI [ENNU

ut sjusurdofaaap Jo soed oy,
“uow
9y} UI I89B[ 0418 Ul JIWWNS
qexy pa3pay-Iivy ® S1ofeq ype
-Arg u1 jeewt 0} oue 3dA8ry pue
rIqRIY Ipneg ‘BLILG JO SI9p
B9 ."18q03() 91 U0 UYpeATY Ul
nwwms e Jo 18y} Yum Surysepd
08[® seMm JISTA §JI91STUIW SaTe

-Jje [BUI0IXd 9Y3 JO d3ep OYJ,
BISY
. JSOA\ Ul UOISUaY} 3Y) 9snjep 03
§110J9 Waméoi% 8l} Ul I99s1

al >

15 001200

TME STATESMAN

-t mwawo.« ueIqeIy Tpneg oy
JO JuawoA[oAUT 9y} 03 Juimo
sem 1ISTA oy} jo juswauod

- -3s0d o1} pres wewsoyods ayy,

‘sIogsTUIw udraao0]

pure uoldaa ayy) ur syuswdofessp
9y} MalA Ul mﬂawmx Qaninj
Ieau £x8A,, oY} Wl pa[npeyosal
8q [ 1Is1A s,4Surg I
*Arysturwt
sameje uSialo] s eiqely Ipneg jo
1sonbal a3 38 pauodisod useq

pey 9Is1A 3y} pies uswsayds "

Arjsmutur sarejje Hwﬁoaxm "-a

“TeqUINJY Wy ~ ONd
UT 90IN0S € ‘SOYSIM-POuT 5199

AspuTy dwLig oy3 308 pey pue

Inoe} Yy exeyepun 0y R 10f

Jjo 398 ySuIg I HePO} TIQ

MON 0] TRqUINJN WO JJo 00}
9y USYM JIno0) BIqEIy IpNBg
SIY JO UOIB[[e9UBD JO dIBME
10U ‘19A9MOY ‘sem YSulg I
- 19900 03 93 L1
w0y ypeAry ur aq o} anp sem
J9)SIUiW Sirejje’ [BUI9IXe- 9y,
"BIqRIY Ipneg 03 jI8lA s yIuIg

juemsep I Jo  Suijnpeyods |

-3, B Po)e)Issensl S8y PIPuod
:qumﬂmm 1[9BIg] Y3 Ul jeay
Y3} JoMO[ pue A1} 0} ® 15V 350M
ur £31arp0e 8@82&@ % \ﬁ.:&

oYL — 1 PO THTAC, »rﬁz

B

30IAEIS SMIN NVINSILVES | _

INUIW IS8 AYI J& PI[IULD JISTA Tpneg siuemse[




to confirm ¢

Chma 1ntru31on\)‘

Our Political Buream

NEW DELHI 16 OCTOBER \ ©

HE MINISTRY of external
!

affairs (MEA), on Monday,

refused to confxrm whether
fthe Chinese transgression into
!Arunachal Pradesh had indeed
ttaken place, or whether India
bhad spoken to China on the mat-
Yer. The spokesman said there
‘were established agreements
.between the two nations to main-
‘tain “peace and tranqullhty“ on
ithe border, but was “not aware”

Beijing on Mixday s%g;Chlnese
side has always been strictly
observing the LAC... And has
been making constant efforts in
maintaining peace and tranquilli-
ty along the border area.”

The accusation made by
Arunachal Pradesh chief minis-
ter was, he said, “incompatible
with the facts,” Mr Zhu said.

According to agency reports,
a Chinese government white
paper on national defence was
silent on the boundary issue

‘of any recent diplomatic between India and China,
;exchanges. W , although it said
~ Arunachal Ball'”ﬂ Pnl"' China favoured
‘Pradesh chief B settling pending

minister Mukul Mithi had alleged
that China had built transporta-
‘tion trails in Arunachal Pradesh,
signifying that they had strayed
into Indian territory across the
line of actual control (LAC). Mr
Mithi, on Sunday, said the Indian
army and intelligence agencies
had discovered a Chinese-built
mule trail in Kaila pass in Dibang
valley district proving the
Chinese army has made “repeat-
ed” incursions along the LAC in
the state.
. Although the Indian govern-
‘ment has remained strictly non-
‘committal about the chief minis-
ter’s allegations, the Chinese gov-
‘ernment, on Monday, strongly
defended its position, categorical-
ly denying any transgression.
The Chinese foreign office
spokesman, Zhu Bangzao, said in

and unresolved border demarca-
tion issues through negotiations.

India says China illegally
occupies 43,180 square km of
Jammu and Kashmir, including
5,180 square km illegally ceded
to Beijing by Pakistan under the
Sino-Pakistan boundary agree-
ment in 1963. On the other hand,
China claims that India has occu-
pied about 90,000 square km of
Chinese territory.

The confidence building mea-
sures agreed to between India
and China in 1993 and 1996
mentjon several methods of veri-
fying actual positions and
redressing complaints between
the two sides, including flag
meetings between officers on
either side etc. The 1993 agree-

ment agreed to reduce mili
presence on either side.
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/y( MEA should not paper over the failure of a foreign pohcy initiative

t is a telling comment on the state
of the foreign policy debate in
India that the postponement of the
visit of the external affairs minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, to Saudi Ara-
bia has been accepted by all concerned
without any questions. The spokesman
of the ministry of external affairs an-
nounced a day before the minister was to
leave for Rivadh that the visit had been
postponed — sorry, er, deferred — be-
cause a mini-Arab summit of the presi-
dents of Egypt and Syria with the king of
Saudi Arabia was to open in the king-
dom on Monday. But Monday came and
went and there was no sign of the mini-
ﬁummlt in Saudi Arabia. Syria’s new
sresident, Bashar al Assad, did arrive in
Riyadh, but he reached there on Tuesday
evening, but even then — on Tuesday
evening — Egypt’s president, Hosni
Mubarak, was still in Cairo.

The mini-summit may yet take place
in Riyadh later in the week, given the
volatility of the situation in west Asia.
but if the Saudis told Singh that they
could not meet him in the early part of
this week — and the spokesman agrees
that they did — it was not because King
Fahd had to be with Mubarak and Assad
on Monday and Tuesday while the
crown prince, Abdullah, and the foreign
minister, Saud al Faisal, had to be
around all the time to assist these three
leaders. The truth lies elsewhere.

The last time any country similarly
asked the Indian foreign minister not to
come was a decade ago. As in the case of
Saudi Arabia now, Iran then asked 1.K
Gujral at the eleventh hour to put off his
» flight to Teheran. But Saudi Arabia and
Iran are as different as chalk and cheese

and the way they handle their foreign af--

fairs is typical of the two societies. Iran’s
revolutionary regime is used to kicking
those they aie angry with in the teeth.
When they told Gujral that he was not
welcome in Teheran, they plainly told
him so. To add insult to injury, as the
cliche goes, they issued a statement that
India was murdering Kashmiris and

¥ that in protest, they were calling off Gu-

jral’s trip.

The Saudis will never dream of doing
anything that could even remotely be
compared to the Iranian action. When
the kingdom settles its dispute, say, with
Qatar over offshore oil fields with the
use of force, it is done with a smile.
When the Saudis systematically en-
croach and occupy territory held by
neighbouring Abu Dhabi, they do it by
sending in their bedouin by using one

. hand and extending the other hand in
friendship to the ruler of Abu Dhabi.

nlike the Iranians who will
l l knock you down from the front
and can be trusted from behind,
the Saudis will hug you with a smile and
then drive a knife into your back.
In unquestioningly accepting the
spokesman’s explanation for the post-
ponement of Singh’s trip to Riyadh, all
those concerned appear to have ignored
these hard realities of realpolitik in the
wast Asia. Of course, a few months ago,
Israel too asked Singh to put off his
much-publicized and high profile visit to
Tel Aviv. But it was clearly a case of
black and wHite.
The prime minister, Ehud Barak,
whom the Indian foreign minister was to

'DIPLOMACY
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meet, was leaving for the Israeli-Pales-
tinian summit arranged by the Ameri-
can president, Bill Clinton, in Washing-
ton. There was no ambiguity about the
presence of either Barak or Yasser
Arafat in the United States. Unlike the
mini-Arab summit now offered by South
Block ds the excuse for “rescheduling”
Singh’s visit to Riyadh.

MEAs sensitivity about the choice of

~

words in announcing the postponement
of Singh’s Saudi trip, though, is under-
standable. When Singh’s Israel trip was
reworked jointly by New Delhi and Tel

" Aviv, some MEA officials were severely

pulled up by the powers-that-be for the
way it was made. Public civil servants,
after all, cannot be blamed for following
the adage, “Once bitten, twice shy”.

But let us get back to the explanation
that Riyadh offered New Delhi for seek-
ing a unilateral postponement of
Singh’s visit. Even a cursory analysis of
the comings and goings in official
Riyadh immediately before and during
the days the Indian minister was to visit
Saudi Arabia would show that the ex-
cuse the kingdom offered does not stand
scrutiny. It was not as if the Saudis had
suspended all official activity unrelated
to the west Asia crisis as they would
have the Indians believe.

If that was the case, what was Lamin
Sidaimi, the prime minister of Guinea,
of all people, doing in Riyadh at about
the same time that Singh was to call on
King Fahd and the crown prince, Abdul-
lah, and parley with the foreign minister
Saud al Faisal? The Saudi royals, who
had no time for the Indian minister, were
not too busy to spend time with Sidaimi.

In the week prior to Singh’s aborted
trip to Riyadh, both Jordan’s new king,
Abdullah II, and the Libyan strongman,

K.P. NAYAR

Muammar Gaddafi, were in Saudi Ara-
bia: just as the presidents of Syria and
Egypt were to have been in Riyadh on
Monday, as the MEA spokesman would
have us believe. But the presence of the
Jordanian monarch and the Libyan
leader did not prevent King Fahd and
others in the Saudi royal court from re-
ceiving other guests from abroad.
Indeed, it is interesting to look at the

‘ The postponement of
Jaswant Singh’s visit to

Saudi Arabia has been ac-
cepted unquestioningly ,

calendar of events in the Saudi foreign
ministry on the day Singh was to have
had substantive discussions in Riyadh
with his Saudi counterpart. On that day,

‘the Saudis cleared an agreement with

Manila on security cooperation: King

- Fahd designated his interior ministry as
the nodal point for such cooperation, but

the foreign ministry was heavily in-
volved in the preparations. Also on that
day, Saudi Arabia and Syria extended an
economiic cooperation agreement which
was only expiring on October 23 and
could have been deferred — as in the
case of Singh’s visit — if the Saudis
were neck deep in dealing with
Palestine.

But the worst is yet to come. The
Saudis even had time to discuss with vis-
itors from New Zealand — and finalize
— an agreement for cooperation be-
tween the two countries. The agreement
was not on foreign affairs or strategic co-
operation, but — hold your breath —on

sports, culture and youth. Although

Gates yf bedouin land

other ministries were involved, it was
the Saudi foreign ministry which negoti-
ated the agreement.

here were other events. a delega-
I tion from Romania held talks with

a host of Saudi officials from vari-
ous ministries. There was a meeting of
ministers of higher education and scien-
tific research from Islamic countries
which had nothing to do with Palestine.
Also, the defence ministers of Guif Co-
operation Council countries began their
19th meeting in Riyadh on‘Tuesday. Lest
anyone should have any doubt, this
meeting too had nothing to do with the
west Asia crisis and was planned much
in advance. Its agenda was wholly made
up of items about ongoing GCC defence
cooperation.

1t should be clear even to those unini-
tiated in foreign policy that given this
scenario, the Saudis were merely using
the crisis in Palestine as an excuse to put
off Singh’s visit. It is beyond the realm of
logic and reason that South Block
should have bent over backwards to
cover up Riyadh's action instead of tak-
ing the media and the entire political
spectrum in the country and the people
into confidence. It is, after all, not imper-
ative that every foreign policy initiative
by the government has to succeed. More-
over, when innovative-efforts are made
to change external affairs and chart a
new course for the nation, it is inevitable
that there will be setbacks. South Block
could contribute to a healthier political
role in the conduct of foreign policy by
admitting these setbacks instead of pa-
pering them over with a verbal circus.

When it comes to Saudi Arabia, in
particular, any admission of failure
would be without any popular or politi-
cal backlash. South Block knows — and
the people should have been told — that
there were only two countries in the
whole wide world which chose to raise
the Kashmir issue both at the millenni-
um summit at the United Nations last
month and at the ongoing 55th session of

- the UN general assembly.

One of these countries, predictably,
was Pakistan. The other was Saudi Ara-
bia. Partly the reason why South Block
is unable to put relations with countries
like Saudi Arabia in a correct perspec-
tive for the public is that it has exagger-
ated India's role in the west Asia. True,
Barak spoke to the prime minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, twice since Palestine
flared up, but India is central to the cur-
rent west Asia crisis only as much as,
say, South Africa, Malaysia or Ukraine.

ne visitor to Saudi Arabia this

week, who was in Riyadh precise-

ly on the same days originally
fixed for Singh's trip, would bear this
out. He is Tunisia's foreign minister, Al-
Habib Bin Yahya. Tunisia is une country
whichhas a clear grasp of its weakness-
es and strengths in dealing with interna-
tional affairs. Despite being a part of the
Arab world, it has no illusions — unlike
India —that it is central to the current
crisis in west Asia. That the Saudis
asked Bin Yahya to go ahead with his
visit and asked the Indian foreign minis-
ter to postpone kis trip speaks for itself.
It should give South Block a Iot to think
about, if only there is a willingness tc

do so. //':2 -
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S INDIA basks in he}uccessful

consolidation of & néw liaison

with the United States and hopes

to rekindle old romance with
Russia, there will be a strong temptation
in New Delhi to play with grand strategic
themes. Instead of dreaming up outland-
ish geopolitical scenarios to boost India’s
global standing, India must remain fo-
cussed on the core challenges before the
nation. Indian diplomacy, surely, cannot
and should not ignore the broad strategic
trends that are shaping the world and its
own neighbourhood. But an excessive
obsession with geopolitics could lead In-
dia away from the basic problems that
dog its national security strategy.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s visit to the U.S. has brought
about a new stress on “natural alliances”,
“balance of power”, and speculation on
the nature of the U.S. tilt in the subconti-
nent. When the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, visits India next week, we
can expect strong references to ‘“‘strategic
triangles” and a “multipolar world”. The
occasional emphasis on the big picture
should not make New Delhi lose sight of
the main foreign policy objectives — fa-
cilitating rapid economic development at
home and the creation of a peaceful and
stable external environment.

India would be well advised to remem-
ber the foreign policy dictum which the
late Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping laid
down as he launched his country on the
path of a dramatic economic modernisa-
tion in at the end of the 1970s: “Maintain
a low profile, keep a cool head, and never
take the lead”. Two decades later, China
might often tend to ignore Deng’s advice.
But India should not forget for a moment
the importance of setting itself limited
and modest objectives on the foreign pol-
icy front. India’s ambitions must be re-
flected in the domestic agenda of
economic, political and social reform that
it sets for itself. Global power play is an
extravagance that India can well afford to
do without for quite a while.

After the nuclear tests that shocked the
world two years ago, it was inevitable that

Andia's diplomatic energies would be de-
voted to atomic diplomacy and relations

/

_Modesty a
0\ 0

An excessive obsession with geopolitics could
lead India away from the basic problems that
dog the national security strategy.

with the major powers. The decision to
declare itself has indeed facilitated a suc-
cessful recasting of relations with the key
power centres of the world. India’s sus-
tained post-Pokhran engagement with
the U.S. has created the framework for a
qualitatively new relationship with a
country which will remain the pre-emi-
nent power of the world for a long time to
come. the U.S. President, Mr. Bili Clin-
ton’s visit to India and the return visit by
Mr. Vajpayee have helped in removing
much of the poison that had infected In-
do-U.S. relations over the last five dec-
ades.

Mr. Putin’s visit to India, the first by a
Russian President in nearly seven years,

comes amid expectations of a

major powers.If there is a weak link in
India’s engagement with the great pow-
ers, it is the relationship with China. Al-
though a measure of normality has been
restored, India and China continue to be
wary of each other. New Delhi is deeply
concerned about the strategic coopera-
tion between China and Pakistan, while
Beijing is worried by the talk of a China
threat in India and the prospects of india
joining the U.S. in an alliance against it.

The Government needs to initiate a
special diplomatic effort to reassure Beij-
ing that India has no desire to join a con-
tainment ring against China and impress
upon it the futility of trying to balance
India within the subcontinent by prop-
ping up Pakistan. Instead of

renewed vigour in bilateral
relations which had drifted

WORLD VIEW

trying to balance each other,
New Delhi and Beijing need

over the last decade. A warm Indian wel-
come to Mr. Putin will signal the enduring
importance of the Russian connection.

Sino-Indian relations have moved out
of the deep political chill that followed
the nuclear tests. The President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan’s visit to China a few months
ago had restored political dialogue at the
highest level. The nuclear tests had also
deeply disturbed the ties between New
Delhi and Tokyo. India and Japan have
now put that difficult phase behind them,
and when he came to India, the Japanese
Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, pro-
claimed a new strategic partnership be-
tween the countries. Meanwhile, India’s
engagement with the European Union
has deepened.

India now has expanding ties with all
the major power centres of the interna-
tional system. There is little merit in India
thinking about alignments with one set of
powers against another. India needs to
dismiss any notions of ganging up with
the West against China or balancing the
U.S. with an alliance of second-tier pow-
ers. The focus must remain riveted to a
multi-directional engagement of all the

to build on their many common interests.

India and China have a shared interest
in preserving the unity and integrity of
multi-ethnic states and countering the
forces of religious extremism and interna-
tional terrorism that are radiating out of
Pakistan and Afghanistan. China remains
hesitant to join India in this battle, and is
unwilling to give any offence to Islama-
bad on this score. The leadership in Beij-
ing might believe it could use its clout in
Islamabad to rein in the forces of extre-
mism. It has simultaneously sought to en-
gage the Taliban in Afghanistan and
support the -~ounter-terrorism efforts
among its neizhbours in Central Asia.
Beijing might feel confident with the as-
surance it has received from the Taliban
that no anti-Chiria activities will be al-
lowed on Afghan soil. But China, like the
U.S. which was initially enamoured by
the Taliban, would eventually be disap-
pointed. For, there is no real chance of
lasting deals with the Taliban’s radical
ideologues.

Sceptics will insist that there can be no
real reconciliation of interests between
the two Asian giants. But that is no pre-

nd grand strategy

By C. Raja Mohan

scription for any serious foreign policy.
Both India and China must recognise that
there is no alternative to a serious and
sustained political engagement between
them. Having normalised relations with
most major powers, the time has come
for India to devote renewed energies to-
wards resolving long-standing problems
with its neighbours. Here again China
must be at the top of the regional diplo-
matic agenda. An agreement to delineate
the Line of Actual Control between the
two nations and find a solution to the
boundary dispute must be the Indian pri-
ority in engaging China. India which has
hinted at this in recent talks with China
must pursue the objective vigorously.

Within the subcontinent itself, the p~
spects for finding a modus vivendi
Pakistan do not look too bright at the
ment. But that should not preclude i
from some serious internal thinking
strategy to secure lasting outcomes ir
ties with Pakistan. As India tries to ¢
tain the forces of regression that have ,
gun to grip Pakistani society, it should n.
ignore the rest of South Asia. India needs
to continuously tend the complex rela-
tionships it has with Bhutan, Nepal, Ban-
gladesh and Sri Lanka. Many of these
nations are concerned that New Delhi's
recent diplomatic preoccupations with
the major powers and Pakistan and per-
ceive a neglect of the smaller neighbours.
With the South Asian Association of Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC) on hold as a
result of Indo-Pakistan tensions, the
smaller neighbours find that their politi-
cal space has been constricted. New Delhi
needs to step up the political engagement
of the neighbours and effectively pursue
bilateral, sub-regional and trans-regional
alternatives tc economic integration with
the smaller neighbours.

EM An enhanced global position for India
will not come from geopolitical power
play but from rapid economic advance-
ment and leading the region towards
greater cooperation. Somewhat counter-
intuitively, then, a modest but positive
foreign policy is likely to do more for In-
dia than an aggressive pursuit of grand
strategic objectives. g



HE GRADUAL EMERGENCE of Iran as a pos-
sible new intérlocutor for easing India’s difficult
dealings with the Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) is a welcome development. How-
ever, New Delhi requires no clairvoyance to
recognise the current indications regarding the
long-term durability of an existential hiatus be-
tween it and this international grouping which,
despite a certain degree of exclusiveness as its
positive feature, is little more than a disparate
bloc rooted in the politics of religion. This need
not necessarily close India’s options for a better
equation with the OIC as long as the forum can
manage to sustain itself as a pressure group with
a fluctuating margin of clout on the global stage.
There is, of course, no definitive sign of India
actually wanting to join the OIC as a member,
despite a sudden burst of speculation traceable
to New Delhi's present proactive mood of rede-
fining its ties with several prominent Islamic
countries. The context is the growing bonhomie
between India and Israel as a distinctive aspect
of the former's foreign policy in the unfolding
post-Cold War era. It is more than a mere diplo-
matic nicety, therefore, that the Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister, Mr. Mohsen Aminzadeh, has
now offered Teheran’s good offices for sprucing
up India’s rusty ties with the OIC.

Whether or not the blame for India’s diplo-
matic misadventure of the 1960s could be laid at
Pakistan’s doorstep, the advantages of staying
out of the OIC continue to outweigh the oppor-
tunities of engaging Islamabad within its portals.
It is no doubt true that the OIC, without India in
its fold, is at present a playground for Pakistan,
especially on Kashmir, given also the general in-
clination of several influential members not to
quiz Islamabad closely. For the most part, these
big members do not reckon that Kashmir, as dis-
cussed within the OIC, acquires a realpoli-
tik value on the larger international stage. While

A MATTER OF TRUST ¢

A
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wo-
this nuanced aspect has usually suited Indian
diplomacy, the creation of a separate Contact
Group on Kashmir under the OIC’s auspices in
1994 and the panel’s activism as inspired by Isla-
mabad are factors that could only fuel a vacuous
India-Pakistan row in the event of New Delhi
being considered for membership of that orga-
nisation. India’s consistency in recent decades
in refraining from seeking the OIC membership
is commendable and it must be sustained. Yet,
India will stand to gain if it can capitalise on
Iran’s new facilitatory role for better ties with the
OIC.

Iran is seeking closer political ties with India
in order to create a conducive environment for
addressing the challenges of a tangled economic
diplomacy of being able to sell natural gas to
New Delhi at a low cost and high profit in the
future. This is not to belittle the imaginative
scope for new bilateral linkages within a con-
stantly coalescing global order now. The U.S.-
dictated international debate over “States of
concern” and Iran’s inclusion among them are
not quite germane to New Delhi’s interaction
with Teheran at this time, if the two can advance
the stability of Central and South West Asia, in-
clusive of Afghanistan. So, the fault lines within
the OIC, involving Iran and Pakistan as neigh-
bours, are relevant to New Delhi, but the viabil-
ity of an Indo-Iranian gas deal will hinge on the
credibility of Islamabad’s security guarantees for
a safe passage of prospective supplies through
its territory. This being a matter of unpreceden-
ted political trust, India must tread carefully.
While the Indo-Iranian Joint Working Group
should thrash out this puzzle, the choice before
New Delbi is between allowing Pakistan a
chance to be a trustworthy partner in economic
diplomacy and raising the Islamic and political
stakes for Iran.

THE HINEU




Koirala wants to recohnect
relationship’s ) missing links

W

INDIA AND Nepal have agreed
to remove irritants in the way of
mutually beneficial relations by
reinforcing existing agreements on
technical and economic co-opera-
tion.

The thorny issue of 1SI opera-
tions based in Nepalese territory
featured in the talks between visit-
ing Nepalese Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala and Indian Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee.

The Nepalese Prime Minister,
who said he was on a "goodwill and
confidence building mission”, held
tatks with Mr Vajpayee for more
than two hours.

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 1

Earlier he conferred with
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh, Home Minister L.K.

W

Advani,
Developmen

uman Resource
Minister Murli
Manohar Joshh and the deputy
chairman of the Planning
Commission, Mr K.C. Pant. .
He also called on President K.R.
Narayanan, laid a wreath on the
samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi and

Indo-Nepal talks

met former prime ministers PV.
Narasimha Rao, I.K. Gujral and
Chandrashekhar. Mrs  Sonia
Gandhi, the Congress president,
called on him.

"I am on the last leg of my politi-
cal career and want to connect the
missing links in the relationship,”
Mr Koirala told reporters at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, shortly after
he inspected a guard of honour.

He said he was keen to lay the
ground for the younger generation
to -continue - the- friendly neigh-
bourly relations".

Official sources said the question
of Pakistan's ISI using Nepal for
carrying out anti-India operations
figured in the talks between Mr
Koirala and Mr Advani.

The Nepalese Prime Minister
reiterated that all preventive steps
would be taken to remove this
“irritant” to friendly relations.

A spokesman of the Nepalese
foreign ministry said all matters of
bilateral interest including updat-
ing of the 1950 Treaty of
Friendship, the trade and transit
agreement and techno-economic
co-operation figured in the talks
between the two prime ministers.

"New Delhi's concerns about ISI
activities will be settled," he added.
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/Ihdia takes first’ éteps to closer
I contact wth Asean members

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE /' '@%’ (K
T

NEW DELHI, Aug. 7. — India has taken the
first steps towards closer cooperation with
five South-east Asean countries in the fields
of education, tourism and culture.

The Ganga-Mekong Swarnabhoomi project

.lipks India with Thailand, Myanmar, Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam, all countries
with whom India has a “civilisational”
identity.

The countries have “commonalities” and the
first meeting is likely to be held in October in
Vientiane, Laos, if all goes well during Diwali in
India and a similar, but smaller festival in Indo-
China. ’ :

The external affairs ministry officials said this
was a “kernel for a much bigger arena for coop-
eration”. Initially, Buddhism could be a binding
factor as all the countries have Buddhist pil-
grimage sites.

There could later be road and railway links
between these countries as well as cooperation
in the field of energy.

Officials ruled out the Ganga-Mekong initiative
becoming a grand strategic initiative in the near

future ere could be such a pessibility ‘as
both Vietnym.and Cambodia have a history of

conflict with, China.
Mahendra Chaudhry

India will treat, albeit subtly, Miz:rl\;l,ahendra
Chaudhty as the Prime Minister of Fiji during-
his upcoming visit to India.

Officials have called him an “honoured” guest
and he will meet the Prime Minister and other
dignitaries during his week-long visit. Officials
referred to him as “Prime Minister Mahendra
Chowdhury”, a clear indication of his status in
the Centre’s eyes: .

Bangla foreign secretary

. The Bagladesh foreign secretary, Mr Shafi

Saami, today met senior foreign ministry offi-
cials here. ‘

India and Bangladesh have to discuss certain
issues including the Ganga water-sharing for-
mula, energy and law and order that include
the bases of the ULFA in areas adjoining |
Assam.
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Centre looking into Nanur visit by U.S Consulate staff

CALCUTTA, AUG. 8. The Centre today said it was look-
ing into the visit of two representatives of the U.S.
Consulate here to Nanur in Birbhum district, which
was recently a scene of political violence, but
brushed aside the CPI(M)’s demand for the expul-
sion of the U.S. Consul and his wife P QQW v

“We have asked for details and are dwaiting a re-
port anytime now,”’ the Minister of State for Externat
Affairs, Mr. Ajit Kumar Panja told PTI here. Stating
that the Centre had received information on the visit
of the two employees to Nanur, Mr. Panja said they

had gone there to gather information. “They
(Consulates) have the authority to visit any area un-
der their jurisdiction and West Bengal falls under the

jurisdiction of the Calcutta Consulate,”” Mr. Panja
said, but added that this should not be “misused”.

Mr. Panja said one of the employees who visited
the spot was a woman journalist. “Both (employees)
are Indian passport holders.” HD'

Mr. Panja, however, rapp% he CPI-M Sfate sec-
retary, Mr. Anil Biswas for démpanding the’ “expul-
sion” of the U.S. Consul and kis wife, saying Mr.
Biswas had no "authority” to volce such a demand.

“We deprecate such statements and the so called
demand for expulsion. He (Mr. Biswag
thority whatsoever to make such ;
Panja said. — PTI
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE q
NEW DELHI, Aug. 9. — The
external affajrs ministry today
gave a clean chit to the US
Consulate in the controversy
- surrounding two consulate offi-
cials’ visit to Nanoor, saying
American diplomats were free
to move around anywhere they
liked except in restricted places.

In Caleutta, the US Consul
General, Mr Christopher
Sandrolini, met Mr Jyoti Basu
at Writers’ Buildings to discuss
the matter. He will meet the
chief minister’s deputy, Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya,
tomorrow at 12 noon. Mr
Bhattacharya told reporters
that Mr Basu would write to
the Prime Minister seeking his
intervention.

clean chit to

AR s

here said that the American
government decides where a
diplomat should be posted and
the state government cannot
interfere in their movements.
“The chief minister of West
Bengal can complain to the
Centre but it is the prerogative
of the US government to call
him back. The Centre can only
put forward a case to the US
government.”

He also said that the US
Consulate’s “jurisdiction”
included the North-east and
Qrissa. Diplomats, he said “are
free to move around the area
unless there are specific
restrictions and in this case, I

CONSUL GENERAL MEETS BASU

The foreign office spokesman

()

am not awgre there are any.”

CPI-M \MP, Mr Brotin
Mukherjed, alleged the US
Consulate was trying to meddle
in the state’s law and order.
“Of course, a diplomat can
move around but this was
deliberate interference in the
law and order situation in the
state. Law and order is a state
subject and even the Centre
has no authority on the issue.
This is a case of espionage and
the diplomats should be prose-
cuted for breaking rules.”

The foreign office spokegman
appeared to dismiss the charge,
saying the CPI-M made similar
charges against US diplomats
in the eighties.

S Consulat¢ -

The CPI-M took its Qbjecti
to the Rajya Sabha, with Mr
Nilotpal Basu contending that

_an “internal development” did

not fall within the ambit of the
US Consul General in Cal-
cutta. He disagreed with Mr
Ajit Panja, minister of state for
external affairs, who had said
there was nothing irregular
about the US officials’ action.

Mr Pranab Mukherjee sup-
ported Mr Basu's demand that
the external affairs ministry
clear the picture. The Deputy
Chairman said that the govern-
ment should examine the pro-
vigions of the Geneva Conven-
tion and make a statement in
the House.

® Photograph, andther
report on page

| paves



Basu P

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, August 10

CHIEF MINISTER Jyoti Basu
today wrote to the Prime Minister
registering “the State
Government’s protest in the
strongest possible terms against
the action of the US consulate-
general” in connection with the
Nanoor killings.

Basu expressed “extreme sur-
prise” over the visit of two US con-
sulate officials to Nanoor “for the
purpose of making inquiries into
the incident”. The officials called
on the block development officer,
Nanoor, and sought an official ver-
sion of the episode, he wrote.

Even while being hard-hitting,
the Chief Minister, who has been
wooing foreign investors, including
US multinationals, took care to
assure consul-general Christopher

Richard  Sandrolini ofl Lis
Government’s desire for better
economic relations.

Sandrolini had met Basu yesterday
to explain the consulate’s position.
“Our Government, I reminded him,
is for promoting trade and business
between West Bengal and the USA
on mutually beneficial terms,”
Basu’s letter to Vajpayee said.

Sandro-

democratic cquntty such as India,
representativep of foreign missions
had the liberty to go anywhere, “the
nature of activity indulged in by
these two officials amounted to
interference in our internal affairs”.
“I am of the view that the visit of
the consulate personnel was in
gross violation of Article 41 of the
Vienna Convention which pro-
hibits such

pgnll CV Writes To Vajpayee Buleion
that con-

sulate officials were well within
their rights to visit any place. He
cited the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations and said that
as per the convention’s Article 26,
all members of the mission had the
freedom of movement and travel,
Basu has written.

The Chief Minister said he made it
clear to Sandrolini that while in a

internal
affairs of any country,” Basu said
in the letter.

Calling such a visit by officials of
any consulate or embassy on “fact-
finding missions in such an open
manner totally unprecedented” in
the last 53 years, he urged the
Prime Minister to “look into the
matter in all its aspects”.

The matter should be dealt with

rotests Sandrolini ‘m&lﬂﬁlg’

" b

A

in the “most appropriate manner
to prevent such interference by
foreign countries in our internal
affairs,” the letter said.

But, Basu’s plea to the Prime
Minister to deal with the matter in
the “most appropriate manner”
appeared to be a climb-down on
his part. For, Basu had himselfin a
statement on August 8, fully
endorsed the demand of the
CPI(M) State unit secretary, Anil
Biswas, for immediate expulsion of
the US consul-general for med-
dling in the country’s internal
affairs.

Deputy Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, who
received Sandrolini at his Writers’
Buildings office today, refused to
say anything to reporters about the
talks he had “for diplomatic rea-
sons”.

Another report on Page 3
e ™
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India to hold border talks with Nepal, China

KATHMANDU, AuG. 27. Nepal, China
and India will hold high-level
talks here to settle a border dis-

. pute at Kalapani between the

three countries, a Nepalese offi-
cial said today.

The Nepalese Foreign Minigter,
Mr. Chakra Prasad Bastola, who
returned today from a week-long

. visit to China marking the 45th

anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between China and Nepal,

said a date for the meeting has
yet to be fixed. Kalapani, which
falls under Nepalese territory, lies
northwest of Kathmandu linking
the territories of Nepal, India and
Tibet. QQD’\’B

Nepal's major Opposition par-
ties are demanding the Govern-
ment put pressure on India to
remove its armed forces st3-
tioned at Kalapani.) ) b

While Nepal and China signed

~y
rxe
T
| Srng
PP
~

a treaty in 1988 over some of their
common border, the area border-
ing the three nations in the far
north has never been officially
demarcated because of strained
relations between China and In-
dia. Mr. Bastola said the Nepal-
Chinese issues at the Kalapani
barder would be reviewed in the
“near future,” adding that offi-
idls had to review the issue every
ten years in accordance with the
treaty signed in 1988. — AFP



"Indian peacekeepers take.,\-
posﬂlon along Lebanon border|

JERUSALEM, JULY 30. After showing valour in Sierra
Leone, 50 Indian peacekeepers today took positions
along the Lebanese-Israeli border in a zone former-
ly occupied by Israel.

On the Al-Labboune Hill close to Nagoura on the
Lebanese border, the soldiers hoisted the U.N. flag
and set up four tents after the Lebanese Govern-
ment gave the green signal for deploying more of
the international force.

The Indian soldiers, who form part of peacekeep-
ers of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL), erected road blockades to keep a cattle-
herder and his flock from following them.

“This is an historic moment for UNIFIL, which
after 22 years in the field in south Lebanon is now
finally beginning to fulfill its original mandate,” the
force’s spokesman, Mr. Daljeet Bagga, was quoted
as saying.

About 5,000 UNIFIL peacekeepers are stationed
in areas further north from the border in southern
Lebanon since the 1978 Israeli invasion.

They have been waiting to move to the border
region in line with U.N. resolutions after Israeli
troops ended their occupation of a b zone in
southern Lebanon in May.— PTI

</
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Talks with Albright, Talbott

0 ;ruiﬂul:

By Amit Baruah % /Q Q\[Y\\”')

BANGKQK, JULY 29. A song figured in the bilateral meet-
ing between the U.S. Secretary of State, Ms. Made-
leine Albright, and her Indian counterpart, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, today. A song that Ms. Albright sang
last night for Mr. Singh to sign the CTBT (Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty) at an informal cultural in-
teraction between delegations representing the
ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations)
and its 10 dialogue partners.

Ms. Albright, who took off on nearly all assembled
Foreign Ministers, said tonefully that if Mr. Singh
warted to please her, he could sign the CTBT. When
the song came up for discussion at the meeting, the
External Affairs Minister told her: “I have heard your
song.”

Describing his meetings with Ms. Albright and the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, as
“very fruitful”, Mr. Singh told reporters that he dis-
cussed U.N. peace-keeping operations in Sierra Le-
one and the status of the West Asia peace process
with Ms. Albright.

The meeting with Ms. Albright, which was report-
edly more in the nature of a “courtesy call”’, also saw
satisfaction being expressed on both sides about the
successful March 2000 visit of the U.S. President, Mr.

Jaswant Singh

Bill Clinton, to India. On the U.S. plans for a National
Missile Defence programme, Mr. Singh said India
had always opposed the militarisation of outer
space. The issue, he said, came up on a number of
occasions and even some European Union (E.U.)
members, sotto voce, had reservations on the Amer-
ican venture. In their view, it disturbed and destabil-
ised the existing disarmament regime.

Referring to the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and
the Post-Ministerial Conference, Mr. Singh said he
was going back satisfied with these consultations.
India-ASEAN relations, he felt, had been placed on a
very stable footing.

There was a recognition that India provided a
completeness and balance to the whole ASEAN en-
deavour, he said. The ARF, too, had stabilised greatly
in the last seven years of its existence.

Mr. Singh was at pains to emphasise that India
was not preoccupied with Pakistan when asked if
Islamabad’s bid to enter the ARF was a closed chap-
ter. “We are not opposing anyone,” he said, adding
that the Pakistani application for entering the ARF
had been shot down at the ASEAN stage itself. The
issue, in his view, was a “red herring”.

‘India will not be overiooked’: Page 11
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Jitters over Chma 111%1(

k FROM PRANAY SHARMA Q{ S‘orelgn minister J. aswanf Smgh

New Delhi, July 26: India is wor-
ried about China’s growing com-
mercial activities in Nepal, partic-
ularly its attempt to establish an
East-West optical fibre highway
in the Terai region along the open
Indo-Nepal border.

Coupled with the presence of
Pakistani companies, which are
suspected to be front organisa-
tions of the ISI, this has caused se-
rious concern in South Block.

These issues will come up for
discussion during Nepal Prime
Minister G.P. Koirala’s five-day
official visit beginning on Mon-
day. Koirala will hold talks with
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee,

finance minister Yashwant Sinha
and defence minister George Fer-
nandes.

Over the past few years, at-
tempts by Chinese companies to
set up operations in Terai, close to
the Indo-Nepal border, have come
to Delhi’s notice. China is plan-
ning a textile factory at
Bhadarpur in Jhapa district and,
through its participation in
Nepal’s sixth telecommunication
project, is trying to establish the
optical fibre highway.

Several Pakistani companies
have bagged orders in Nepal for
developing its infrastructure. In-
dian officials suspect that these
companies are front organisa-

tiohs for SI and want to warn
the Nepal\leadership to stop the
activities which, they feel, will ul-
timately be i
Koirala’s visit is significant as
he will be the first Nepal Prime
Minister to visit the country in
over four years. Sher Bahadur De-
uba had visited India in February
1996. Though a four-year gap is not
unusual for other countries, it is
rather long for India and Nepal. -
This will also be the first high-
level visit from Nepal since the
Christmas-eve hijack of an Indian
Airlines flight from Kathmandu.
The Centre was forced to free
three Kashmiri militants in ex-
change for the release of the
hostages and the incident severe-

with NepaE;

- made by both sides to bring bilié

« X
ly affected bilateral relations.
Koirala’s five-day official tour
of the country, which is being,
scribed as a “goodwill” visit,
give the Nepal Prime Ministe

with the BJP leadership. 5
That Delhi has g_iven t}}e ghef

that serious attempts are

eral relations back on track. 33

Issues relating to India’s sq
rity, particularly Pakistan's<3tg
tempts to use Nepal as its basd@'s@
furthering hostility against DER®
and the growing Chinese comme: /
cial activities will be the mala !
focus of discussions.
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A Give & Give Policy
India is Fair Game for All

T was Napoleon who held luck

to be the most desired attribute
of his generals. By this criterion,
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh would certainly have quali-
fied. First came Pokhran II, which
indicated that India’s passivity is no
longer a given. Next the resilience
of the Rao-Manmohan boom,
which defeated efforts by the US,
the EU, Japan and China to retard
the growth of the Indian economy
as a punishment for the temerity
shown on May 11-13, 1998, Finally,
the coming of age of India as a
software giant.

It is these prongs of the trishul
that have made New Delhi a
much-wooed capital since the
Vajpayee government took office.
However, it is Mr Jaswant Singh
who is walking away with the credit
for the transformation in India’s
global positioning, not the atomic
and missile scientists nor the
software engineers of Bangalore
and Hyderabad. This despite the
reality that the ‘diplomacy’ being
pursued by the MEA since 1998
appears designed to reduce India
to the role of a regional non-entity
rather than an aspiring superpow-
er. Under the new dispensation, the
MEA stood by approvingly as
Australia asserted its primacy in
the South Pacific, Pakistan armed
both the LTTE as well as the Sri
Lankan Army (SLA), and Norway
intruded into India’s backyard as
an interlocutor.

The Vajpayee doctrine of maxi-
mum restraint, unsurprisingly, has
its admirers in the very capitals that
have sought since Bangladesh in
1971 and Pokhran I in 1974 to con-
tain India. Very soon, these capitals
may gain the confidence needed to
once more attempt to prise them-
selves into the Kashmir conflict. Ms
Madeleine Albright is itching for a
Camp David that would link Gen
Musharraf with Mr Vajpayee and
hopefully begin the process of
delinking Kashmir from the sphere
of democracy into the archipelago
of fundamentalism supported by
Riyadh and Islamabad.

The NATO powers, in particular
the US and the UK, have kept up a
continuous cacophony claiming
that defence spending is “non-pro-
ductive”. This while they them-
selves use bombs to batter sover-
eign countries such as Yugoslavia
or Iraq into submission to their dic-
tates. The fact is that a properly ma-
trixed defence industry networked
into private industry in general can

By M D NALAPAT

serve as an engine of growth rather
than a drag on progress. India, in
particular, can earn between US $5
to US $10 billion annually by the
sale of non-critical items and
knowhow to friendly countries,
such as the Gulf and ASEAN pow-
ers. For example, the huge pool of
retired naval officers can be
utilised to set up maritime training
institutes along the coastline, just as
air force officers can help set up fly-
ing institutes. Export orders can be
canvassed for public sector defence
units, and the private sector can be
given incentives to enter the field
more aggressively.

The country needs an extra US
$10 billion a year for creating an
adequate armed force. This needs
to be paid for not out of taxation
but through defence exports. Un-
fortunately, rather than build facili-
ties that can compete with current
arms exporters, New Delhi appears

— IN BRIEF

» MEA's diplomacy is designed
to reduce India to a regional
non-entity

= Western powers are itching
to involve themselves in the
Kashmir issue

e India’s defence industry
could be networked into
private industry

¢ The West is offloading
obsolete military equipment
on India

«India had a powerful case to
intervene in Fiji; it would have
deterred attacks on the
diaspora elsewhere

resigned to spending huge sums on
foreign equipment for political rea-
sons. Thus the UK — which has in-
variably taken a hostile stance on
Indian security interests especially
in relation to Pakistan — is now
pressing us to purchase the outdat-
ed Hawk trainer, just as France is
for Mirage fighters.

For those aware of the way in
which the western arms industry
functions, it is no surprise to see a
spate of articles against Russian-
made items, for example, just when
files relating to the purchase of
western equipment are being
speeded up through the bureaucra-
cy. The Su-35, for example, has
been routinely attacked in the

Indian press as a lemor\ and quotes
from that noted expert bn military
aircraft, the CAG, have been used
to support such criticism of an air-
craft type that NATO is itself envi-
ous of. However, India has always
been a happy hunting ground for
its enemies; witness the spate of
PILs that get filed whenever a
worthwhile project (such as a high-
way or a port) is in danger of actu-
ally materialising.

The NATO countries go to
extreme lengths to checkmate
perceived threats to their own
security, but are willing to relax
such standards whenever the
interests of a ‘lesser’ country are
concerned, especially if such inde-
fensible compromises can rescue a
few of their own citizens. Clearly,
there was pressure on the MEA
and the PMO to ensure a ‘peaceful’
solution to Kandahar, in order to
protect the lives of the western na-
tionals on board the Indian Air-
lines flight. Sadly, the MEA ap-
pears to have succumbed to such
pressures, leading to the compro-
mise at Kandahar. If the agencies
under Mr L K Advani and Mr
George Fernandes are finding the
going rougher in theatres of con-
flict, they should “thank” the PMO
and the MEA for ensuring this
through the compromises of La-
hore, Kargil and Kandahar. Only a
firm policy can deter Pakistan from
its proxy war.

There are millions of people of
Indian descent who are scattered
across the globe in countries such
as Kenya, Guyana and Mauritius.
The Fijian coup leaders who held
an elected prime minister hostage
for the crime of having the same
genetic code as those in the sub-
continent may have set a trend that
could impact on that element of
the Indian diaspora that is not resi-
dent in mature democracies. There
was, therefore, a powerful case for
intervention in Fiji. There is a need
to explore with Colombo the possi-
bility of the use of Trincomalee by
the Indian navy, in exchange for a
guarantee that the island’s unity
will be maintained.

The Vajpayee government must
live up to its manifesto commit-
ments. Its continuing failure to do
so may before long negate the posi-
tive diplomatic effects of the eco-
nomic boom created by the Con-
gress government from 1991-96,
and the achievements of the
country’s underfunded nuclear and
missile scientists.
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hinese missile

knogwhow for Pak’

NEW DELHI, JULY 21. India will con-
vey its concern to China over the
transfer of missile technology to
Pakistan during the Chinese For-
eign Minister, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan's
official level talks with the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, here tomorrow.

The transfer of missile technol-
ogy is a matter which has been
discussed with the Chinese Gov-
ernment in the past. “But our
concerns remain on this issue and
is expected to come up for dis-
cussion with Mr. Tang,”" a spokes-
man of the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said.

Arab fears allayed (‘D /\&

In a bid to allay Arab fears over
India’s ties with Israel, New Delhi
today assured Arab nations that
its relations with Tel Aviv or any
other country would never be de-
veloped at the cost of its tradition-
al relations with them.

New Delhi’s position was con-
veyed to Arab Ambassadors here
during a meeting with Mr. K.V.
Rajan, Secretary (East) in the
MEA. The hour-long meeting, at-
tended by 18 Arab envoys, comes
in the wake of reports of Arab dis-
quiet over New Delhi's growing
bonds with Israel and certain mis-
perceptions generated by the re-
cent visits to Tel Aviv by Mr.
Jaswant Singh and the Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani. — UNI,
PTI1

IHE HINDU



Cong to
Ki'd

THE CONGRESS today listed out
the issues it would focus on in the
. Parliament's Monsoon Session that
opened here today.

In the Lok Sabha, the party has
already given notices under rules
184 :and 193 for discussions on
atrocities on religious minorities
and the J&K autonomy question.

Speaking to reporters, Congress
spokesperson Margaret Alva said
her party would insist on full dis-
cussions of foreign policy and dis-

HT Corespondent
New Delhi, July 24

investmert.| «

As for the|Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
stand linking its demand for a com-
pensation phckage for Bihar with
the creationjof Jharkhand, she said
the Congreds had done its bit by
getting a resolution passed in the
State Assembly for the creation of
Jharkhand.

"It is for the Central Government
to have the Bill passed in
Parliament even if some members
oppose it. We support the creation
of Jharkhand. Let the Government
come up with a compensation
package. We are willing to discuss

demand discussion on foreign policy

it," Ms Alva said.

She asked anyone who wanted a
discussion on Maharashtra to
come forward. It did not require
the Law Minister (Mr Ram
Jethmalani who has since
resigned) to be an advisor to some-
body (read Mr Bal Thackeray)
who is under investigation.

"There should be a discussion in
Parliament on whether or not any
individual can be above the law,"
the Congress leader remarked.
Congress panel polls: Elections to
the Executive Committee of the
Congress Parliamentary Party

R LR U Lot t
Yoo Flne e

would be held on August 10, Ms
Alva announced here today. She
said the three-day nomination
process will start on August 1 and
the list of candidates would be
published on August 3 upon scruti-
ny.
Senior party leader Ram Niwas
Mirdha, who also heads the
Congress' Central  Election
Authority, will be the returning
officer for the elections.

Ms Alva said that elections
would take place on August 10
after the withdrawal of candida-
tures, if any, on August 4 and 7.

=
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_FOREIGN POLICY

& Compulsions Of Democracy %"

HE minister for external

affairs, Jaswant Singh,

must have enlightened
the elite crowd at the Israeli
Council of Foreign Relations, in
Jerusalem on 2 July consider-
ably with his erudition and
penetrating analyses, enriched
by his distinctive turn of
phrase (“tectonic shift of con-
sciousness”). He, however, did
a grave disservice to India, the
office he holds, and his audi-
ence by an excursion into histo-
ry which was unnecessary,
undignified and factually
untrue. India owes no explana-
tion or apology to Israel for
taking its own time for diplo-
matic representation. It is
unbecoming of a minister in
government to distance it from
a predecessor; especially when
he is on foreign soi

Nehru. The specific
case apart, the issue
of domestic compul
sions behind a coun
try’s foreign policy
merits study.
Jaswant Singh
attributed the de-
cades of estrange
ment between India
and Israel to a “very
strong urge among |
politicians” to con-
tinue in office. The
Muslim vote could
not be ignored, he
said. “India’s Israel |
policy became a cap- ¢

By AG NOORANI

in Europe. However, they have
a feeling for the Arabs as Asia-
tice. 1wy think nothing should
be done to injure the Arabs.
Personall~ I have long felt
Fuicsvine should be a federa-
tion.”

Gandhi's writings were as
pro-Arab as Nehru's. It was a
national sentiment. The min-
utes of the SE Asian Premier’s
conference in Colombo, on 30
April 1954 record Nehru's
strong opposition to Pakistan’s
resolution against Israel:
“While he felt great sympathy
at the plight of Arab refugees
and other victims of oppression
in Palestine, it would be diffi-
cult for India ... to be a party to
a resolution which stated that

Vajpayee also bound by the
Muslim “veto™? Or, by the Arab
monolith?

Jaswant Singh might do some
introspection on the outlook
that shaped his party’s policy
on Israel. It would be unfair to
throw at the doorstep of this
refined gentleman the commu-
nal filth poured out over the
years in parivar journals like
Organiser. Was it love for
Israel or antipathy towards
Muslims that inspired them?
Significantly, some noted
Muslim-baiters have been the
loudest fans of Israel. As ¢
Persian saying goes, Na b¢
hubi Imam, valey be zidd:
yazid (Not for the love of Iman
Husain; but out of hatred fo
his opponent, Yazid).

The minister’s re-proach on
the score of domestic

tive to domestic poli-
cy that came to be unwittingly
an unstated veto to (sic) India’s
larger West Asian policy.”
Some writers blamed Maulana
Azad as the prime culprit.

PRIZED TURF

Archival disclosures have
demolished these myths sedu-
lously fostered by the Jan
Sangh and the BJP over the
decades. It is the documents
which record the truth. A
Nehru who could rudely snub
Maulana Azad on Urdu, on 12
March 1954, would not have
brooked any poaching on his
prized turf, foreign affairs. He
had invited the Jewish agency
to the Asian Relations Confer-
ence in 1947. It is well known
that he was all for inviting
Israel to the Bandung Confer-
ence in 1955. A threat of boy-
cott by the entire Arab bloc
defeated Nehru’s intentions.
This is a matter of record. Why
did he not cite the real reason
— Kashmir?

In a letter to a close friend,
Frances Gunther, on 26 June
1948, Nehru explained: “There
is no doubt that in India there
has been in the past a very
strong feeling in favour of the
Arabs in Palestine. This was
not confined to the Muslims
but extended to others also.
The basis of that feeling was a
certain Asian sentiment plus
the belief that the Jews were
being used and exploited by
British imperialism. It is also
true that this feeling has un-
dergone a considerable change
recently.” The change was “in
favour of the general Jewish
attitude in Palestine”. But
“some kind of stabilisation,
some permanence” was a pre-
requisite to recognition. Israel
was born on 4 May 1948. It
signed Armistice agreements
with Arab states in 1949. India
recognised it on 17 September
1950.

Nehru amplified his views in
an interview to Earnest K
Lindley of Newsweek in Sep-
tember 1948, “Generally speak-
ing, the Indian people have
shown sympathy for Arabs.
But they are not anti-Jew.
They have sympathy for the
Jews as victims of persecution

The author is a lawyer and
commentator on current

affairs.

the creation of Israel was a vio-
lation of international law”.

In a very polite letter to
Israel’s foreign minister Moshe
Sharett (“My dear Mr Sharett”)
on 5 June 1954, Nehru report-
ed what had happened at
Colombo. India had “no basic
objection” to diplomatic repre-
sentation. But, the Arab-Israeli
conflict “can only be resolved
by some settlement between
them. It is possible that at an
appropriate moment, we might
be of some service in this mat-
ter ... If we established diplo-
matic relations with Israel at
the present juncture, this
would not facilitate our task.”
That was his aspiration.

STAUNCH SUPPORT

Works of solid research, some
by Israeli scholars, have
appeared on Israel’s forcible
expulsion of Arabs from
Palestine shocking many in
India and elsewhere. In 1956
came the Suez War launched
by Israel in complicity with
Britain and France. Still,
exchange of ambassadors need
not have been delayed till
1992. Strangely another factor
is conveniently overlooked.

Nehru's policy paid handsome
dividends in terms of realpoli-
tik. Nehru was very conscious
of it. From 1948 till 1957,
Kashmir was a live issue inter-
nationally. Pakistan could not
even contemplate taking it out
of the Security Council, stalled
by the Soviet veto, to the
General Assembly. Nasser
would not have supported it.
Nor would have some other
Arab friends of India. Among
the Colombo powers who medi-
ated between India and China
in 1963, Egypt was India’s
staunchest supporter.

Conceived in “the national
interest”, this policy was
exploited by the Congress to
seek Muslim votes on this, as
on other equally false grounds.
The Muslim vote was not a
“veto”, as Jaswant Singh mis-
represents it. No sooner he
became foreign minister in
March 1977, Atal Behari
Vajpayee demanded restora-
tion of lands to the Arabs at a
mammoth public meeting at
the Ram Lila grounds in New
Delhi. A companion on the dais
was the Shahi Imam of Delhi,
Syed Abdullah Bukhari. Was

compulsions is par-
ticularly unfair. His
government turned
its back on pleas by
Sri Lanka, a small,
friendly neighbour
and a vibrant
democracy, for help
to crush a revolt by
the fascist LTTE
which India had
armed to the teeth.
The 1999 elections
to the Lok Sabha
yielded 12 seats for
the DMK, 5 for
Ramadoss’ PMK,
and 4 for Vaiko’s
MDMK. The BJP
and its allies have
299 members in a
House of 543. Sonia’s Congress
and its allies (134) are in disar-
ray. The Left has 42 seats. The
DMK leader M Karunanidhi
gave the government a carte
blanche and even attacked the
LTTE in mid-May.

FREEDOM TO ACT

It is Vaiko who has been doing
the running mostly. His sights
are set on the assembly polls
due next year. What earthly
compulsions of domestic poli-
tics moved the Vajpayee gov-
ernment to behave as it has?
Why does the PM accord such
importance to Vaiko? He had
other options but ignored them.

True, no government can
ignore Tamil sentiment in
India. India’s intercession on
behalf of Sri Lanka’s Tamils
could very well have gone hand
in hand with help to Colombo.
The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, could have
picked up the gauntlet and
done what a leader should —
educate the people and mould
public opinion. He could have
been both “the initiator of poli-
cy and the awakener of public
opinion” as Hans J Morgen-
thau put it. However, “subser-
vience to public opinion has en-
feebled the will to govern and
has bred deception and secrecy
as instruments of policy”.

Indira Gandhi would hurl
earth-shaking challenges at
the great powers from obscure
places, heedless of reactions
abroad. Demagogic exploitation
of foreign policy issues, espe-
cially on disputes with other
states, destroys options. Poli-
ticians cite “public opinion” as
a constraining factor after hav-
ing inflamed it themselves for
long. Of late, a bad practice has
grown up of getting Parliament
to pass resolutions on foreign
policy, in the American man-
ner, which serve only to impose
fetters when freedom of action
is required in the national
interest.

Leaders in power tend to use
foreign policy to mobilise
domestic support, instead of
forging domestic consensus to
sustain sound policies. Opinion
polls become oracles. The
leader follows faithfully, debas-
ing the democratic process
and perverting foreign policy to
suit the needs of domestic
politics.
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India, China
sign IT MoU

k((;\ﬁ)/ Anil K. Joseph C\ \r

BEWING 17 JULY

INDIA AND China, on Monday, 51gned the first- ;
ever memdrandum of understanding (MoU) to :
strengthen bilateral co-operation in the critical area
of information technology (IT) and boost strategic ;

business partnerships.

The MoU was signed by visiting information

technology minister Pramod Mahajan and his :
Chinese counterpart, Mr Wu Jichuan, here.

“Under the MoU, the two ministries will :
exchange policies and strategies on IT industry, ;
encourage mutual investment, establish joint ven- :
tures and transfer technologies,” Mr Mahajan said.

He said the two sides have identified a number
of areas for future co-operation, including enter-

prise network, micro-electronic technology and ;
integrated circuit, software and its application and :

products.
Valid for five years, the MoU will enhance Sino-

Indian co-operation in IT and encourage economic :
and technical co-operation between enterprises, :

research institutes and economic entities, he said.

Mr Mahajan, who is here on a five-day official |

visit as Mr Wu's guest, described the MoU as a

breakthrough in Sino-Indian co-operation, hoping |

that it would lead to enhanced science and technol-
ogy co-operation between the two neighbours in the :
new millennium.

Earlier in the morning, Mr Mahajan held

detailed talks with Mr Wu on India-China collabo-

ration in IT and issues of common concern.

. He also held wide-ranging discussions w1th
Chinese government officials on strengthening

bilateral co-operation, human resource develop-
ment, research and development and institutional :
linkages for boosting ties between emerging new :
knowledge-based economies. — PTI ;



IN WHANIS certainly a significant step, Foreign
Ministers gf the Group of Eight (G-8) industri-
alised countries have reportedly agreed to back
India’s draft convention against international
terrorism. This has to graduate to a formal en-
dorsement or expression of support at the polit-
ical level — during the G-8 summit later this
month in Japan. But it will be wrong to con-
clude that a mere endorsement or adoption at
the U.N. of any convention against terrorism
will rid the world of this deadly menace. There
are already a dozen international conventions
against terrorism, but the world has not be-
come any the safer after they were adopted or
ratified. Similarly, mere backing from the West
or the G-8 may not mean much to India and its
fight against cross-border terrorism. It needs
much more than the ratification of such inter-
national instruments for the world to take on
this challenge and defeat all forms of terrorism.

Post-Kargil and Kandahar, New Delhi has
stepped up its efforts and diplomacy to mobil-
ise international opinion against terrorism, es-
pecially the trans-national variety, which has
hurt India badly. There can be no two opinions
on defining or identifying terrorism and terror-
ist outfits. But that is only a beginning. It may
also be easy to label and ban militant and seces-
sionist groups as terrorist organisations. The
world seems to be full of them — from commu-
nity-oriented hate groups to the outfits of Osa-
ma bin Laden, the pan-Islamic groups, the
mujahideen, the Laskar-e-Toiba, the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam or even the Maro groups
in southern Philippines. They have all indulged
in acts of terrorism, allegedly for a cause. To
counter a particular edition of terrorism in their
region, many countries have come up with dif-
ferent conventions. That accounts for the near-
ly dozen conventions already in place and now
India’s new draft, for which it has been drum-
ming up support.

mE 1= LAY

WTHE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM wy\V

While it may be easy for a country or Gov-
ernment to identify a terrorist group — domes-
tic or international — the problem will acquire
a regional or even global colour when such out-
fits get trained or operate from another country.
The U.S. has launched a hunt for Osama bin
Laden, but cannot lay its hands on him. He has
enough places of shelter in Afghanistan or Cen-
tral Asia, for instance. India has been shouting
from the rooftops about cross-border terrorism
and Pakistan’s hand in training and inducting
terrorists into Kashmir. A militant outfit from
southern Philippines kidnapped more than 20
tourists from a Malaysian resort in April and has
so far released only two of them. Though the
groups and their demands are now well known,
the affected countries have not been able to
accomplish much because these terrorists seek
refuge elsewhere. The focus of attention has
now to shift to states and Governments which
protect, harbour or encourage terrorism.

Y - \[' AR

A stage has come ‘when there are obviously
no differences over principle but only on the
most effective means of combating internation-
al terrorism. While all international rules and
human rights apply to Governments and their
armies, the terrorist groups strike at will and
massacre innocent civilians in their war against
a state. Since it is clear that many of these
groups cannot be fought alone or through bilat-
eral and regional agreements, the international
community has to come up with an integrated
multilateral framework to combat terrorism in
all its forms. It must become embarrassing,
even impossible for any country not to be a
party to such an international convention and
once it becomes a party, the U.N. or any multi-
lateral arrangement to be set up should be able
to make that state comply with all commit-
ments and obligations under the convention.
Only that can make it succeed.

A
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Peace IIIISSIOIl Ill Slerra Leone tO éoftmue

By Atul Aneja Q

t }NEW DELH, JULY 16. [ndia will con-
tinue to take part in peacekeeping
in Sierra Leone, despite being
drawn in a military duel with re-
bel forces to free the encircled In-
dian  peacekeepers in the
strife-torn west African State.

Addressing a press conference
on the successful U.N. military
operations to break the cordon
imposed by Sierra Leone’s rebel
forces, the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, pointed
out that New Delhi was not seek-
ing a change in the peacekeeping
mandate of the U.N. Assistance
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAM-
SIL). Indian forces, however, had
the right to self-defence if resisted
by the Sierra Leone’s rebef forces.
India did not have any larger
“strategic objectives” in Sierra
Leone and its involvement in the
-, peacekeeping there was an ex-
“ pression of its solidarity with Afri-
ca, he observed.

Mr. Singh said the operation to

18

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, addressing
the press in New Delhi
on Sunday. — AP

extricate the 221 mainly Indian
U.N. peacekeepers who had been

encircled by the breakaway Revo-

lutionary United Front (RUF)
hadconcluded. Most of these
troops were on their way to U.N.
military base of Daru in eastern
Sierra Leone. As many as 40 U.N.
peacekeepers including 11 U.N.
observers were airlifted on Satur-

day. The airlift was camed aut

a single flight of two British Chi-
nook helicopters with extensivi

air support provided by Mi-8 hel-
icopters of the Indian Air Force.
Permission for the operation was
personally given by the U.N. Sec-
retary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan.

The military strike, codenamed
“Operation Khukri", revolved
round smashing the RUF strong-
hold of Pendembu through a co-
ordinated pincer assault.
Pendembu, where around 1,000
RUF rebels were entrenched, was
attacked by road from the base ar-
ea of Daru in the South. Mecha-
nised columns including
armoured troops carriers were
widely used so that the 72 km dis-
tance to Pendembu could be
speedily covered. Pendembu was
also hit from the rear from the ar-
ea around Kailahun in the north-
east where the 221 peacekeepers
had been trapped.

Around 300 Indian troops in-
cluding an element of para-com-

mandos were dropped by the IAF
Mi-8 helicopters at three loca-
tions. These forces, having se-
cured the release of the
peacekeepers at Kailahun, sought
to establish a link-up with the ad-
vancing ground troops. They suc-
ceeded in teaming up at
Pendembu at 4 p.m. Sierra Leone
time yesterday. The IAF’s attack
helicopters were also prominent-
ly used to prevent reinforcements
from reaching the rebels who had
been isolated at Pendembu.

Military operations to free the
peacekeepers were intricately
planned before they were
launched at 6 a.m. local time on
Saturday. An air and logistics base
was set up at Kenema, southwest
of Daru. Reserves of troops be-
longing to the 18 grenadiers were
also built up at Daru to ensure
speedy reinforcements, if re-
quired. Operation Khukri was
personally supervised by the U.N.
force commander, Major General
VK Jetly.

Peacekeepers airlifted: Page 13
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/Jﬂswant, Advani’s remarks
vis-a-vis Is|

-

o

JYOTI MALHOTRA

THE Arab ambassadorsin the
Capital are believed to be quite up-
set over the remarks made by
Union Home Minister L K Advani
aswell as Minister for External Af-
fairs Jaswant Singh during their re-
spective visits to Israel recently in

‘which they tatked about a budding - -

nuclear relationship between New
" Delhi and Jerusalem and attrib-

uted the lack of ties earlier to the
- Muslim votebank at home.

- Reacting to Advani’s state- .
ments about the nuclear relation- -

ship between India and Israel, the
Arab ambassadors here had helda
" meeting in the third week of June
where they resolved to ask for clar-
ifications from Foreign Secretary
Lalit Mansingh. No meeting with
| Mansingh has, however, been held
sofar.

'Tl'le Arab diplomats - are
equally shocked by comments
‘made by Jaswant Singh in

_dia’s relations with both thesc par- |

-is reported to have paid thatin the . ties are strong and independent

early years after Partition “it was  and certainly not at the cost of the '

felt that injustice must notbe done  other. - ' ]
to Muslims...India’s Israel policy The evidence of Arab percep-
became captive to domesticpolicy  tion of an “anti-Islamic” undercur-
and therefore anunstatedveto.”  rent in the BJP’s foreign and do-
Interestingly, sections of the mestic policies can be seen in the

foreign office . have also been fact that the Assistant Secretary-
somewhat taken aback by Singh’s . General for-Political Affairs in the
comments; they have argued that  Arab League had recently sum-
the Muslim vote explanationisfar moned India’s Ambassador to
too “simplistic”. " Egypt, Shiv Mukherjee, asking for
India’s opposition to Isracl in - an explanation of Advani’s com-

the early years, these diplomats
say, was based on the anti-colonial
and anti-imperial argument aswell
as the fact that New Delhi was be-
ginning to already, informally, lean
towards the former Soviet Union.
An emerging, though private
view in the foreign office is that the
statements by Advani and Jaswant
Singh “may be the view of the
BJP”. The implication here is that

"New Delhi’s line on the Arab
world as well as on Israel remains
what it has been earlier: That In-

ael upset Arabs
NEW DELHI, JULY 16 ?’ q, C}(?Uerusalemearlier' the month. He

ments on India’s nuclear ties with
Israel. :

Agency reports on Saturday
quoting Arab League officials said
they complained about Advani’s
alleged remarks seeking to de-
velop a nuclear relationship with
Israel aswell as joint action by New
Delhi and Jerusalem against “Is-
lamicterrorism”. . ‘

The League officials are said to
have warned against the conse-
quences of such a relationship in
the Arabworld.

INDIAN EXPRES3
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 14. India wants a
democratically elected govern-
ment based on multi-racial affin-

ity restored in Fiji, now that the
hostages have been released, “We
would like the Fijian Constitution
to be restored and if that is not
possible a Constitution that is
similar to it,” the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, told
reporters here today soon after
the Government had briefed Op-
position leaders on the situation
in Sierra Leone and Fiji.

The Minister said the situation
in Fiji’ was still disquieting be-
cause many of those who had
overthrown the democratically
elected government were now a
part of the new government. ‘‘Se-
curing the release of the hostages
was our first priority and now that
this had been done we will try to
prevent the criminalisation of Fi-
jian polity.”

He suggested that India might
even consider the possibility of
persuading the world community
to impose sanctions on Fiji till its
multi-racial character is reflected
in its government. On Sierra Le-
ne, Mr. Singh said Opposition

wants

§- £ Pl

l;'/iii statute restored

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, presiding over a meeting in New Delhi on
Friday to brief Opposition leaders on the situation in Fiji and Sierra Leone.

to secure their release.

Among the Opposition leaders
who attended the meeting were
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi and Dr. Man-

leaders had been told that since
the Indian soldiers taken hostage
there were part of a U.N. force, it
was the responsibility of the U.N.

mohan Singh of the Congress (i),
the CPl (M) leader, Dr. Biplab
Dasgupta, and the CPI leader, Mr.
J. Chittaranjan.
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8 backs India on tgrrorlsm

By C. Raja Mohan ‘,\() \ )

NEW DELHI, JULY 14. In an important gain for Indian
diplomacy, the leading Western nations and Russia
have agreed to collectively support the Govern-
ment’s efforts at the United Nations to counter in-
ternational terrorism. At a meeting in Tokyo
yesterday, Foreign Ministers from the Group of Eight
(G-8) industrialised countries, arrived at a consensus
to back the draft Indian convention against interna-
tional terrorism at the United Nations.

Diplomatic sources here say the G-8 move “re-
flects deepening mutual understanding” between
India and the advanced nations on the question of
combating international terrorism. The G-8 com-
prises the United States, Canada, Great Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Russia.

For more than a year, gathering support for this
first ever comprehensive international treaty against
terrorism had been one of the highest foreign policy
priorities for the Government. The Indian draft con-
vention is expected to come up for discussion at the
annual session of the United Nations General As-
sembly in September.

The endorsement of the U.S., Russia and other
Western countries, it is believed, augurs well for the
debate on the Indian convention at the UNGA. The

collective en?orsement of the Indian convention
from leading Western nations and Russia follows the
important turnaround in the U.S. position earlier
this year. Washington had initial reservations about
supporting the convention. The differences were not
about principles but about the most effective means
to combat international terrorism. In its battle
against international terrorism, the U.S. had tradi-
tionally sought to focus narrowly on specific aspects
of the issue that could be acted upon by the in--
ternational community. The Indian proposal, on the
other hand, is broadbased in its approach and pro-
vides a single framework multilateral cooperation
against international terrorism.

Separately, India has also been involved in consul-
tations with other Western nations and Russia on the
convention. The G-8 summit in Tokyo at the end of
this month is likely to formalise the support at the
highest political level.

As a result of the interaction between India and
the G-8, New Delhi is also extend its support to vari-
ous other conventions against international terror-
ism. The G-8 nations have signed 10 of the 11
conventions on international terrorism. And India
has signed seven of these treaties. New Delhi will
consider ]ommg the remaining conventions at an
early date.

.
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12’s foreign policy needs the-self-cbnﬁdence of the post-Pokhran days

- Nation’s pride

n the history of every nation, there
are occasions when difficult times

are remembered with pride for the

way one leader or person in high

office stood up for the country or

> its policies and upheld the nation’s self

esteem. Indira Gandhi’s years in office

were replete with incidents when, faced

with the most trying circumstances in-

ternationally, she refused to short-
change the nation’s pride or honour.

The many crises which Indira Gand-
hihad to cope with during her long years
in South Block have been surpassed only
by the critical period that Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s government had to face fol-
lowing the nuclear tests in Pokhran two
years ago. Twomen in Vajpayee’s admin-
istration stand out for the way they have
helped steer the country out of the diplo-
matic challenges thrown up by the
Pokhran tests. Without Brajesh Mishra,
national security adviser and principal
secretary to the prime minister, the out-
come of India’s post-Pokhran diplomacy
might have been totally different. But
his role as the prime minister’s con-
science-keeper — not to speak of a life-
time of training as a diplomat — pre-
vents him from speaking out in public
about these achievements or even ac-
knowledging them.

Most Indians, for instance, calmly as-
sume that Russia played a very support-
ive role after the nuclear tests and
helped break the unity among the five
permanent members of the United Na-
tions security council in their collective
opposition to Pokhran I1.

Such an assumption is far from the
truth. One of Mishra’s first visits abroad
after the nuclear tests was to Moscow
where he was received by Yevgeny Pri-

makov, then foreign minister. Primakov,

a KGB stalwart and a product of the So-
viet system, had a reputation for being
sympathetic to India. If Primakov was
expected to receive Mishra with a warm
bearhug, what Mishra got instead was a
lecture on how wtong the Pokhran I nu-
clear tests were. It speaks volumes for
Mishra’s presence of mind and equa-
nimity that he listened to Primakov in
silence, but only for five minutes.

The prime minister’s principal secre-
tary silently interrupted the Russian
foreign minister by standing up and sig-
nalling that the meeting was over. Asa
stunned circle of officials from both
sides watched, not knowing what to ex-
pect next, Mishra told Primakov that he
did not go to Moscow to listen to a lecture
of this kind. Had he wanted to be lec-
tured to, he would have gone to Washing-
ton and met Madeleine Albright, Pri-
makov’s -.counterpart in the United
States.Under the circumstances, Mishra
said, there was little point in continuing

" the meeting.

uring all those years of “Hindi-
D Russi” friendship, no Indian had

ever spoken to a foreign minister
in Moscow thus. Primakov knew he had
reached a dead end and he immediately
thawed. From that point onwards, the
Russian attitude towards the Indian nu-
clear tests changed. It is anybody’s guess
what the Russians may have done along
with the rest of the permanerit five had

not Mishra put his foot down in Moscow .

on that fateful day.
A few months after this incident,

DIPLOMACY

K.P. NAYAR

Mishra went to South Africa, which was
evangelical in its opposition to Pokhran
II. Mishra had to go to South Africa be-
cause that country was to soon host the
nonaligned summit and take over the
chairmanship of the nonaligned move-
ment for three years. A meeting of the
Commonwealth heads of government
was to follow.

Mishra met an array of South
African officials and ministers, most of

.-
¢

South African bullying. .

The second person in the Vajpayee
administration to have stood up to inter-
national bullying on the nuclear
with credituble results is George\Fer-
nandes, the defence minister. Unho-
noured and unsung, Fernandes con-
tributed more than anyone else in the
government towards stabilizing India’s
post-Pokhran relations with central
Asia. Many of the countries in this

whom were expectedly nasty. The situa-
tion was compounded by the ugly fact
that Mishra did not know where L.C.
Jain, the Gandhian appointed by I.K. Gu-

jral as high commissioner to South "

Africa, stood although Jain was accom-
panying Mishra to all his meetings in
Pretoria. Jain was against the Pokhran
tests and made no bones about telling
the South Africansas much. -

A point came when Mishra decidéd
that enough was enough. The South
Africans were planning to push NAM at
its Durban summit into taking a stand
against India — the very NAM which
India had, for decades, considered to be
part of its diplomatic fiefdom. It had to
be stopped at all costs.

At one meeting with the South
Africans, Mishra abruptly threatened
that if Pretoria persisted with its wholly
negative attitude towards New Delhi,
the Vajpayee government would break
off diplomatic relations. How would it
look, he asked, if Mahatma Gandhi’s
India broke off relations with apartheid-
free South Africa? The South Africans
were suitably stunned.

If the Durban summit went off with-
out any of the anti-India convulsions
that Pretoria had planned with its
friends outside NAM, it was because
Mishra had the courage to stand up to

. .._-Fernandes
I&nﬂ.;!e‘f'?i'qs,%'ﬁses based

wiction are being
asandoned §
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volutile region were so confused by 'ghe
Indian tests that while they were willing
to go along with sanctions on India as
long as it brought them benefits, they
also did not want tolose out on the lucra-
tive arms business which India offereq.

But more recently, Fernandes outdid
himself on a visit to London. One pf the
programmes on the defence mimste;”s
itinerary in London was a meeting Wlth
Stephen Byers, chief of the Unit'ed King-
dom’s department of trade and industry;
who did to Fernandes what Primakov
did to Mishra.

The minister had tolisten to a‘lecture
from Byers and Fernandes’ reaction was
typical. He bluntly told his young British
interlocutor that he did not hayg to be
told about British values, policies or
compulsions. The minister tol_d the
British official that he had made his ﬁrst
visit to london when Byers was just
three years old. Having said that, Fer-
nandes turned on his heel and walked

out on Byers without any formal good-
bye. If Britain is now in the process of
clearing 65 of 70 licences for arms sales
to India, some of which have been pend-
ing since the May 1998 nuclear tests, it is
at least partly because Fernandes re-
fused to be cowed by someone whom he
cohsiclered an upstart, to put it mildly

fter the two year long successful
Arun of its foreign policy, the Vaj- -
payee government’s external re-
- lations are being undermined by its de-
sire to be all things to all people. The
Mishra-Fernandes kind of responses
based on self-confidence and conviction
are being given the go-by in favour of a
please-all policy, which involves compro-
mises that strike at the root of what Vaj-
payee and his party have all along stood
for. The ministry of external affairs is
bending over backwards to prove that
there is a quantum jump in India’s
friendship with the outside world and
that leaders from all over the world are
falling over each other in offering their
hand of friendship to New Delhi.

Such a policy is fraught with serious
pitfalls. It is bound to unravel the mo-
ment there is a serious crisis or even a
challenge nowhere as critical as the one
that faced India after the Pokhran II nu-
clear tests. India cannot be and need not
be friends with everybody at all times,
an expectation which is wholly unrealis-
tic. Take, for instance, South Block’s re-
action to the British decision to partially
lift arms sales to Pakistan. The real chal-
lenge for New Delhi in this case is not the
licences being cleared for Pakistan, but
the highly successful visit made by Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf’s foreign secre-
tary to London a fortnight ago. After that
visit, the Tony Blair government has

Clearly concluded that Musharraf is a
better option in Islamabad than another
fundamentalist general — or mujahid —
and that the only way to avoid such ar,

__ alternative is to constructively encace

ingit. )2 .

mglt : iJs Tot the arms sales, but the
British commitment tothe forc;ign secre-
tary to provide electoral assistance to
Musharraf’s programme of local elec-
tions in Pakistan, which actually cuts at
the very root of anIndian campaign that
the general needs to be isolated t?ecause
he.dons an olive green uniform instead
of a trademark politician’s apparel.

South Block missing the woods for
the trees. The coming week wﬁll
similarly show, as Chinese foreign min-
ister, Tang Jiaxuan, begins his talks in
New Delhi, thai China is another case in
point where convictions have given way
to expediency. Very little has changed
since mid-19g8 when Vajpayee wrote to
President Clinton citing China as
the reason for India’s nuclear tests. Nor
is there anything to suggest that the _de-
fence minister’s descriptions of China
during that period have altered. _If any-
thing, the strategic threats to India frpm
China have only worsened. In pursuing
a please-all policy, South Block' is only
fooling the Indian people who will even-
tually have to bear the consequences of
South Block’s failure to stand up tt}e way
the Vajpayee government did in the
months after the Pokhran tests.

S adly, this is yet another case of




India, Kuwait sign MoU o hold
talksﬁ’gal%‘;ss s of m(ﬁglal interest

KUWALIT: India and Kuwait have added a new dimen-
YRR sion to their relations by signing a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to hold regular foreign office
consultations to chalk out common
strategies on international issues of
mutual interest.

The MoU was signed by visiting
minister of state for external affairs
Ajit Kumar Panja and Kuwaiti min-
-l ister of state for foreign affairs Su-
AjitKumar Panja  |aiman Majed Al-Shaheen at a cere-
mony here on Monday evening.

According to the agreement, the two countries shall
hold consultations at official level annually or more fre-
quently alternatively in India or Kuwait on all aspects of
bilateral relations as well as regional and international
issues. The discussions could also be held between the
permanent missions of the two countries in internation-
al organisations or at international conferences.

The two ministers described the signing of the MoU,
which would remain in force for two years and then get
renewed automatically, as “yet another step in the di-
rection of strengthening close bonds of friendship” be-
tween the two countries. Later talking to reporters, Mr
Panja said there was commonality of views between
India and Kuwait on most of the international issues.
He said some more major agreements, dealing with
economic and trade issues, were being discussed be-

8

tween the two countries and would be signed soon.

Mr Panja said that during the course of his four-day
visit, he had also met Kuwaiti crown prince and Prime
Minister Shaikh Sa’ad Al-Abdulah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, speaker of the National Assembly of Kuwait
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

During his meeting with the crown prince, he delivered
a personal letter from Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee to the Kuwaiti leader dealing with bilteral rela- |
tions. On the issue of Kuwaiti Prisoners of War (POWs)
languishing in Iraqi jails, Mr Panja said India was of the
view that they should be dealt with in accordance with
relevant resolutions of the United Nations security coun-
cil. To a question, he made it clear that any economic
transactions between India and Iraq were within the
framework of the UN security council resolutions.

He also indicated that India would this year lift the
ban on its nationals from going to work in Kuwait as do-
mestic staff. “We told Kuwait we are not going to keep
the ban for long. It might be lifted before the end of the
year”, he added. He said a community welfare team,
comprising senior officials, would soon visit Kuwait to
study the condition of Indian workers and suggest ways
to ensure their steady flow into the tiny Arab state.

New Delhi imposed the ban in February because of
maltreatment at the hands of unscrupulous agents and
after complaints to human rights organisations in India
highlighted the difficulties faced by Indian domestic
workers in Kuwait. wwn
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FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, July 9: Finance
minister Yashwant Sinha has
been talking about downsiz-
ing government, Cabinet col-
league Jaswant Singh has al-
ready taken the first step.

In the largest-ever cost-cut-
ting exercise undertaken in the
foreign ministry establishment,
the Centre is planning to drasti-
cally reduce the number of Indi-
an missions abroad. The min-
istry has 160-odd establishments
abroad.

Security interests are the
other reason for the exercise.
South Block is in a tizzy over the
“disappearance” of nearly 25
diplomats and lower-level offi-
cials, who had knowledge of sen-
sitive issues, in the US and in Eu-
ropean capitals.

Setting the ball rolling, a com-
mittee of retired and serving se-
curity and foreign ministry offi-
cials have been formed to recom-
mend how the downsizing is to be
carried out.

The committee, a brainchild of
foreign minister Jaswant Singh
and adviser to the ministry Arun
Singh, is understood to be follow-
ing the British model in which a

“Royal Commission had cut the
number of UK missions by as
much as 48 per cent after the Cold

War ended. It will submit its re-
port in a month.

Government sources said the
reduction will take place in phases
after the committee’s recommen-
dations come in. “The dismantling
process will be done in phases so
that existing functions of some of
the embassies, high commissions
or consulates do not come to a halt
abruptly,” an official said. Units of
the foreign ministry within the
country will also come under the
committee’s microscope.

The exercise is a consequence
of the realisation that since India
became a republic no study has
been undertaken to find out if all
these missions are required.

For instance, India maintains
a mission in Bahrain, though
there are two others — in Riyadh
and Qatar — close by. The em-
bassy in Riyadh can handle the
functions of the missions in
Bahrain and Qatar. Likewise, “un-
productive” missions like the one
in Peru and other Latin American
countries may be closed down.

A tentative move to downsize
was taken by the Narasimha Rao
regime in 1992, but the exercise
ended up in fiasco. Setting out to
close 12 missions, the Centre man-
aged to clang the shuttersdown in
five, only to reopen two of them.

The committee will also reco-
mmend measures to prevent dip-

Jaswant in drive
“ to downsize '

lomats from “defecting” or “cross-
ing over” to Western countries,
tempted by a more affluent life.

The foreign ministry’s main
task is to plug the routes a number
of “errant” diplomats and offi-
cials have taken to stay back in
Western capitals even before re-
tirément.

Members of the committee
have been visiting these places to
learn under what circumstances
they “defected”. They are also try-
ing to ascertain if any of these
diplomats contacted intelligence
agencies of the countries where
they “disappeared”.

It has come to the governme-
nt’s notice that several of them
“disappeared” along with the
diplomatic passports issued to
them. “This in itself was a breach
of security and we wonder
whether they also handed over
secret documents to Western in-
telligence agencies in exchange
for a settled future. There is every
possibility that these passports
may now have been faked and
are being used by intelligence op-
eratives of other countries,” an of-
ficial said.

What has jolted the govern-
ment out of its deep slumber are
reports of the mysterious disap-
pearance of “diplomatic bags”
containing private and official let-
ters as well as secret documents .
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By C. Raja Mohan “O

NEW DELHI, JULY 9. Despite the
sweltering July heat in New
Delhi, Foreign Ministers and
Prime Ministers are tripping
over each other in their rush to
embrace India.

As New Delhi basks in the
international attention being
showered on it, there is a quiet
satisfaction in the Government
that the risky gamble on
conducting nuclear tests in May
1998 has paid off. Indian
diplomacy is on a roll, but
sceptics here caution that this
high season in foreign policy
may not last too long. Unless
the Government gets its act
together, it could easily fritter
away the rare diplomatic
opportunities knogking at its
door. o

Meanwhile fdreign dignitdries
are not daunted by the prospect
of sweating it out in New Delhi.
The Prime Minister of Australia,
Mr. John Howard, will be
arriving tomorrow for a two-
day visit to revive bilateral
relations. The Foreign Minister
of Thailand is already in town,
and will consult the
Government on the meetings of
the ASEAN Regional Forum
being hosted by Bangkok later
this month.

Early next week, the Chinese
Foreign Minister, Mr. Tang
Jiaxuan, will be here to
continue high-level political
dialogue between the two
countries.

The Foreign Ministers of
Oman and South Korea will
also come to India this month.
And early next month, the
Nepalese Prime Minister, Mr.
Girija Prasad Koirala, will arrive
in New Delhi to mark an end to
the recent tensions in the

bilateral relations after the
hijacking of IC-814 from
Kathmandu last Christmas.

India’s diplomatic activism
will reach a peak when the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, travels to the United
States in early September to
join a United Nations summit
as well as for a bilateral visit.

The world reacted with shock
and anger to India’s nuclear
tests in May 1998. The
international community has
learnt to live with the new
nuclear reality and recognise
the importance of dealing with
India. India’s ability to
withstand sanctions, the
improving performance of its
economy, and India’s
unexpected advance to the
front ranks of the Information
Technology revolution have
given a big boost to its
diplomatic standing in the
world.

India’s responsible
management of the Kargil
confrontation with Pakistan has
won applause from
international capitals. The
misadventure in Kargil followed
by the military coup increased
Pakistan’s isolation in the
world.

Far more important they
allowed India to put aside the
question of engaging Pakistan,
and move away from the
traditional foreign policy focus
on Islamabad. New Delhi’s
recent diplomatic gains have
included normalisation of
relations with the U.S. and
China that were badly affected
by the nuclear tests.

India has pursued a special
relationship with France and a
new engagement with the
European Union has begun.

plomacy on a roll

The prospects for gevival of
traditional Indo-Ryssian
cooperation have Brightened
after Mr. Vladimir Putin took
charge in Moscow.

India has also begun to craft
a special relationship with
Israel, even as it seeks to reach
out to important Islamic
nations in West Asia. New Delhi
has also tried to revive its “look
east” policy towards the Asia-
Pacific region. If the new
dynamism in India’s diplomacy
is indeed real, so are the many
pitfalls awaiting it.

While India’s ties with the
West have dramatically
improved, their consolidation
remains tied to progress by
India on the non-proliferation
front, in particular the signing
of the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. The uneven pace of
economic reform, the noisy
opposition to globalisation from
the ruling party’s ideological
bosses in the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, and the
growing attacks on minorities
raise serious questions about
the credibility of the professed
direction of the BJP-led
Government.

Although India has chosen to
ignore Pakistan for the
moment, it will not be easy to
wish it away. And the chaos
surrounding New Delhi’s policy
towards Kashmir will add *o the
complexity of the relations with
Islamabad, and the rest of the
world. Finally, bureaucratic
lethargy continues to
undermine the gains on the
diplomatic front. While the
Foreign Office keeps signing
agreements on many issues
with many countries, the ability
of the rest of the Government
to deliver remains suspect.
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dr(zdla Rus.ﬂ%

MOSCOW: India and Russm
signed an agree-
ment to expand
their coopera-
tion in nuclear
sciences.

The three-
.| year protocol

{ signed by the
secretary,

4 department of

MM. Joshi  gcience and
technology, Prof VS.
Ramamurthy, and Yevgeny

Velikhov, director of Russia’s
nodal nuclear research centre,
Kurchatov Institute, on Tuesday
provides for extensive Indo-
Russian cooperation in the
- nuclear field, science and technol-
ogy and human resources devel-
opment minister Murli Manohar
Joshi told reporters.

Under the agreement India and
Russia would exchange visits of
nuclear scientists and experts, he
said.

Mr Joshi, however, declined to
divulge the details of the accord

gtgn pact o

saying nuclear does not
mean only “bomb”. It has medical
applications as well.

Briefing reporters on his talks
with Russian science and technol-
ogy minister Dr Alexander
Dondukov, Mr Joshi said that
India and Russia had agreed to
extend their integrated long-term
programme on scientific and tech-
nological cooperation for another
10 years.

An agreement to his effect
would be signed during Russian
President Viadimir Putin’s India
visit in October, Mr Joshi said.
Russian education  minister
Professor Fillipov said his country
was willing to offer educational
and training facilities to Indian
students and scholars.

Mr Joshi arrived here on
Sunday on a weeklong official
visit. He inaugurated the joint
Russian-Indian ~ centre  for
advanced computing research
(RICCR) on Tuesday. <

RICCR, setup jointly by the
Pune-based Advanced

, is equipped with the
supercomputer ‘Param
10,0001 and will provide a unique
opporthnity to the experts and sci-
entists! of the two countries to
develop new software applica-
tions for use in various spheres of
human activities, including space
research and defence, experts
said. Mr Joshi addressed the stu-
dents and professors of Moscow
State University Wednesday.

Rector of the univerisy, Prof
Sadovnichy said that Moscow
University would train specialists
for the Indo-Russian computing
centre.

The Indian minister is sched-
uled to hold talks with the
Russian deputy premier Viktor
Khristenko and release a book on
Hinduism, written by a top
Russian Indologist, Dr Irina
Glushkova, a scholar of the
Oriental Institute of the Russian
Academy of Sciences later
Wednesday. (P
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/ﬁanja We can Lo
shake hands“i“(/\
with Musharraf

INDIA TODAY ruled out resum-
ing peace talks with Pakistan until
democracy was re-established
there, reports UNI  from
Bangalore. Talking to newspersons
here, Minister of State for
External Affairs Ajit Kumar Panja
said, "We can't shake hagds with
blood-stained hands". @ 'é/
He said Gen Pervez araf,
who spoke with "red eyes” whenev-
er he referred to India, should
realise that the country could
retort with 100 crore "red eyes".
He said the country could not
talk to a person who violated all
the recent agreements, including
the Lahore Declaration. Even if
talks were held, enforcing the out-
come would depend on the return
of an elected government in that

country, he added.
Musharraf for unconditional talks
with india — Page 14
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ASWANT SINGH | on
JSunday crossed the Rubicon

when he said that considera-
tions of the Muslim vote bank
had prevented India from open-
ing up to Israel in the past.

The minister made the con-
troversial statement at a seminar
in Jerusalem, according to a PTI
report. The agency quoted him
as as saying that New Delhi’s
policy towards Tel Aviv before
establishing full diplomatic ties
was based on two aspects —
“domestic politics because of a
Muslim vote bank and unwitting-
ly a kind of unstated yeto by New
Delhi's larger West Asia policy.”

Regretting that politicians’
urge to remain in office had
prompted them over the years to
woo a large Muslim vote bank to
the detriment of Indo-Israel rela-
tions, he added, “this phase is
over.”

“India’s Israel policy had
become captive to domestic poli-
tics,” he said.

The sentiment may well be
shared by others in the govern-
ment, but it was the first time
that an Indian foreign minister
has chosen to put it on public
record.

By taking on an unstated
domestic consensus, Mr Singh
might have plunged himself into
a political controversy.

Independent foreign policy
experts cite numerous instances
to back this particular policy
reality within the Indian estab-
lishment.

From the Arab-Israeli war to
other issues of concern to the
Muslim-Arab world, India had
thrown its weight behind the lat-
ter for almost four decades.

“Part of it,” foreign policy
experts said, “was due to the fact
that from Nehru onwards, sup-

yore for poor ties

Our Political Bureau [\_(\@W\ L

COMMUNAL FACTOR: CANDID MINISTER INVITES FUROBZ

FRIENDLY TiEs: Jaswant Singh (left) with Israeli Prime Minister

Ebud Barak during their meeting in Jerusalem on Sunday AP

porting Arabs against a US-
backed Israel seemed like a non-
aligned thing to do. Besides, with
a large Muslim population, the
Congress party in power did not
feel necessary to anger the oil-
rich Arabs.”

Some of the arguments given
to support this point of view was
the spectre of a pan-Islamic
uprising against India if it failed
to support the Muslim countries,
which might hamper oil sup-
plies. This is belied by reality,
they said, which proved that
except for the 1973 and 1985 oil
embargoes, which were not
India-specific, oil-rich Gulf
countries have never used ener-
gy as an instrument of their for-
eign policy.

In return for unwavering
support to the Arab countries,
however, India has had to con-
tend with unfriendly
Organisation of  Islamic
Countries (OIC) resolutions on
Kashmir for decades. Although
India has swallowed the Arab
line that the Kashmir resolutions
were not important, sources

Tie

=, onomic

maintain that they have been
important enough for South
Block to scrutinise the resolution
with a fine-toothed comb every-
time.

Freed from Cold War poli-
tics and embarking on a subtly
altered domestic political dialec-
tic, India has learnt to play one
off against the other within the
OIC. Therefore, its derecognition
of the SADR angered Algeria,
but gladdened the heart of
Morocco, which continues to
hold the presidency of the OIC.

Until India refraihed from
having full diplomatic relations
with Israel in 1992, it continued
its pro-Arab policies, both bilat-
erally and multilaterally. This
meant that in the UN, even on
matters like terrorism which
India and Israel facéd together,
India refused to vote with the US
to support Israel.

When Mr Vajpayee headed
the foreign policy establishe-
ment in 1977, he couldn’t gath-
er the courage to publicise a
secret visit by Israeli leader

Moshe Dayan. /
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Decisionoh CTBT may nof
be linked to hi-tech ba

A £\ By Atul Anep? ¢t
HAIFA, JULY 3. India is unlikely to
link i{s decision on the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) to

| the lifting of the Western technol-
' ugy blockade on New Delhi, the
! External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
! want Singh, indicated today.

The whole approach to the

! CTBT should be as it was in the

case of testing. Is testing so ines-
capably required for the national
interest, Mr. Singh said when
asked whether India’s signatures
to the CTBT should be linked to
the lifting of the technology re-
strictions on India. Mr. Singh’s
observations assume importance
in the light of the internal debate
in India that New Delhi should
sign the CTBT only if the curbs on
the transfer of hi-technology im-
posed on it since its first nuclear

' test in 1974 were removed.

According to the Minister, the
coming session of Parliament is
expected to witness a full-fledged
debate on the foreign policy
which will cover the question of
India’s possible signatures to the
CTBT. “A discussion on foreign

| policy isnot complete unless it in-
. cludes non- proliferation and dis-

* armament issues,”

the Minister

: observed. The Government, he
i said, was in the process of evolv-

ing a national consensus on CTBT
which was only possible through
the parliamentary route.

While responding to a question,
Mr. Singh did not rule out another
round of talks with the U.S. Depu-
ty Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe
Talbott, prior to the Prime Minis-
ter’s visit to the Washington for
the “millennium summit” with

'ﬁ;‘e President, Mr.‘“ﬁﬁl'Ct ton in
September.The Minister’s visit to
Israel resulted in advancing Indo-
Israeli relations in three specific
directions. First, India, according
to the Minister, has been intro-
duced to the “loop” of consulta-
tions on the West Asia process.
Not surprisingly, the Minister
spent considerable time with the
Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ehud
Barek discussing the West Asian
peace deal. According to sources,
Israel is keen on India’s involve-
ment in nudging the peace proc-
ess forward because of its positive
political equations with the Pal-

estine National Authority (PNA)

and the Arab world at large.
Indicating India’s larger invol-
vement in peace talks, the Minis-

ter pointed out that this subject
was discussed in considerable de-

tail during his talks with the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine
Albright, in Warsaw recently.
According to analysts, the visit
also saw the expansion of the in-
stitutional base of Indo-Israel re-
lationship. Cooperation in the
sphere of computer software be-
tween the two countries was em-
phasised. The two sides also
stressed the need for working to-
gether to fine tune their cooper-
ation in combating international
terrorism. India’s engagement
of Israel and Palestine will pro-
ceed on two separate tracks. The
Minister characterised his tour of
the Palestinian areas and Israel as
“two distinct and separate visits."”

Mr. Singh’s talks with Mr. Barak |

also covered the regional situa- |
tion including development in ;

South-East Asia, the Guif and

Central Asia.



Joshi’s Rugsia visit to boos ties

Fred Weir
Moscow, July 1

q&ﬂb‘r y\f\(\

INDIAN MINISTER of Science
and Technology Mr M. M. Joshi,
arrives in Moscow Sunday for a six-
day visit that caps the most inten-
sive period in Indo-Russian diplo-
macy in over a decade.

In the past two weeks, Foreign
Minister Jaswant Singh and
Defence Minister George
Fernandes have both been through
Moscow.

In Moscow, the two Indian lead-
ers have met the newly-elected
President Vladimir Putin.

They have also interacted with a
broad spectrum of Russian offi-
cials, One reason for all the activi-
ty is to prepare the ground for Mr
Putin's upcoming visit to India,
now slated for October 2 to 4.

But experts say there is also a

wide-ranging review of all aspects
of Indo-Russian relations under-
way.

"I have never seen such thorough
preparations for a summit meeting
taking place in the past,” says
Tatiana Shaumian, deputy director
of the Centre for Indian Studies, a
thinktank which often acts as advi-
sor to the Russian Government.
"The three ministers visiting
Moscow represent the three cru-
cial aspects of Indo-Russian rela-
tions — foreign policy co-ordina-
tion, military supply and co-opera-
tion and scientific exchanges. A
full-scale assessment is going on."

Mr Joshi oversees the Long Term
Programme of co-operation in sci-
ence and technology, which has
been in force since 1987 and is the
largest such arrangement between
India and any other country.

The Indian Minister of Science

nd Technology, Mr M. M. Joshi,
will be in Russia from July 2 to 8,
d will visit St. Petersburg as well
as\Moscow.
der the programme, India and
Rustia regularly exchange infor-
mation, run joint research projects
and sponsor exchanges between
experts in all fields from high tech-
nology to social sciences.

During his visit, Mr Joshi will
hold extensive meetings with his
counterpart, Russian Science and
Technology Minister Alexander
Dondukov, and meet with other
high officials, academics and
experts.

The Science and Technology
Minister will also inaugurate a
joint Indo-Russian Centre for
Advanced Computing Research
and launch a new Russian-lan-
guage book about the history and
theology of Hinduism.




" View from Lisbon,

INDIA, LIKE many other countries, has dealt 1th the
European Union from the time the European bloc acquired
self-consciousness as a potentially distinct pole in world affairs
in the aftermath of the collapse of Soviet communism. Typically,
the relationship has addressed issues pertaining to trade and
investment — going back to the period when the EU had not
yet transcended its earlier identity as the European Economic
- Community. In the time since Pokhran II, India’s ties with the
EU acquired a political edge that worked to this country’s dis-
advantage. Given this background, it is a sign of changing times
that the EU has now considered it appropriate to engage India ;
at the summit level. 0{)\ \L ‘

The India-EU summit, which has just concluded in Xsbon,
underlines the acknowledgment of India’s potential as a tfpod-
ern economy which can influence global trends. Similar co
erations had helped India gain admittance some years agq to
the ASEAN, first as a dialogue partner but subsequently also\as
a member of the influential ASEAN Regional Forum (AR )}
which deliberates security-related issues of international
import. The summit-level engagement now on with key
European states confirms India’s standing as a sober and pro-
gressive nation, with Portugal joining an increasing number of
countries which support India’s case for permanent member-
ship of the UN Security Council. Admittedly, differences con-
tinue to persist between this country and the powerful nations
of the world on the nuclear question, though there appears to
be greater awareness now of India’s dilemmas in this sphere.

How India handles its new-found status, and whether or not it
is able to build on it, will depend, of course, on the policies it
pursues at home and abroad. The country must look to enhanc-
ing its economic strengths and social cohesiveness in the domes-
tic sphere. In its dealings with the world, it needs to articulate
its enlightened self-interests with greater clarity, while continu-
ing to play an enterprising role in favour of large humanitarian
causes for which it has always been known.

o |

THE HINDUSTAN TR

<t Jit 2



)%{rty

Lisbon pact a’
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milestone; BJP,

FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, June 30: Grappling
with a number of domestic irri-
tants, the BJP today played up its
areas of success, patting Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee for
‘his achievements on the diplomat-
ic front.

“On the whole, the Lisbon
agreement would be a milestone
in our international economic
relationship with manifold
opportunities,” senior vice-
president Jana Krishnamurthi
said.

According to him, the agree-
ment would go a long way in
“achieving prosperity”, especial-
ly in export earnings and infra-
structure development, thereby
enhancing “employment opportu-
nities”.

Vajpayee, who returned here
after a week-long foreign trip, was
heaped with praise. Though the
party also congratulated home
minister LK. Advani and defence
minister George Fernandes for
their successful trips abroad,
- there were no accolades for for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh and
finance minister Yashwant Sinha
— the two favourite whipping
boys of the RSS.

The release of the 21 Indian UN
peacekeepers in Sierra Leone was
- also lauded as yet “another im-
pressive milestone in Indian
diplomacy”.

In another example of partial
applause, a statement issued by
. Krishnamurthi said: “The visit
by the defence minister to Russia
was yet another instance of
success of Indian diplomacy in
providing a major fillip to India’s
traditionally close relations
with Russia.” But Singh, who

also visited Moscow, got no
credit. _

The home minister’s tri-nation
trip to Igfael, France and the UK
was h4lled as a “very timely” an-
swer'to international terrorism.

C}a(iii’s visit to Israel,

France Ynd England has consider-
ighificance. Not only be-
er strengthened Indi-
a’s diplomatic relations with
these countries, but also because
all the three countries have
demonstrated their readiness to
join together with India in fight-
ing international terrorism,” the
statement said.

In their effort to underscore
the “economic links” between
India and these countries, the
Prjme Minister’s spin doctors
stressed that his visit would en-
sure a strategic role for India in
global economics.

“Enhanced economic coopera-
tion with the European Union is
expected to speed up infrastruc-
ture development, including
telecommunications, energy,
transport, roads, airport and
ports,” the statement said.

It emphasised that globalisa-
tion should take into account aspi-
rations of the -developing coun-
tries and strengthen “our position
in future multilateral negotia-
tions”. Problems of implementing
the “WTO agreement” should also
be examined, the statement
added. s

Krishnamurthi said the high
point of Vajpayee’s Portugal visit
was the country’s support to Indi-
a’s quest for a permanent mem-
bership to the UN Security Coun-
cil.

The statement also pointed out
the contrast between the sharp
tone of the EU declaration of July
8, 1998 and the present declaration
which took into account India’s
sensitivities and welcomed Del-
hi’s voluntary ban on nuclear
tests as well as its readiness to en-
gage in discussions on these is-
sues.

The party also praised the
Prime Minister’s visit to Italy,
saying that it had given a
substantial boost to Indo-Italian
relations.
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US report‘
speculative,
says Indiay

g\% N
ESS TRUST OF INDIA 0\\ /l()L

\

NEW DELHI, June \8. -
Brushing aside as “spegula-
tive” reports that Pakistan’s
nuclear arsenal was supérior
to that of India, New Delhi
today asserted that it was
alert to developments that
have a bearing on naticnal
security.

“India is fully capable and
prepared to meet any chal-
lenge,” a foreign ministry
spokesman told reportars.

He caid the nuclsar pro-
gramme was not country spe-
cific.

The foreign wministry
spokesman wes acked about
reports from Washington
which quoted unnamed US
officials as =aving that
Islamabad’s nuclear arsenal
was superior to that of India
with Pakistan perhaps having
five times more the number of
nuclear warheads.

Pakistan also dismissed as
“motivated and removed from
reality” reports it posseses a
better and larger nuclear arse-
nal than India, adds AFP from
Islamabad.

“Pakistan’s nuclear capability
is modest and solely aimed at
deterring aggression,” a for-
eign office spokesman said.
“We are opposed to an arms
race and will maintain nuclear
deterrence at the minimum
credible level,” the spokesman
said.

Islamabad said it was
unaware of any US move to
initiate talks between
Pakistan and India to settle
the Kashmir issue.
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__~KARUNANIDHI'S STATEMENT BLOWN OUT OF PROPORTION

By\ Harish Khare

NEW DELH!, JUNE 8 The DMK and
the Vajpayee establishment
claimed today that there were no
differences between the Govern-
ment of India and the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister over the policy to-
wards Sri Lanka. After attending
as a special invitee at a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on Secu-
tity, the Union Minister and DMK
leader, Mr. Murasoli Maran, as-
~serted that the DMK was in full
agreement with the Centre’s pol-
icy, even though he defended Mr.
Karunanidhi’s suggestion that a
Czech-Slovak type separation
could be one of the viable politi-
cal options out of the ethnic strife

~

in Sri Lanka. 9 4‘ _ ru%"“)

However, prime ministerial
aides preferred to believe that the
DMK had “fallen in line” and
there was a definite retreat from
the stance Mr. Karunanidhi struck
last Saturday. The Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, himself told a
Hindi television channel today
that the Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter’s proposal of “‘separation’ was
not acceptable, and that “all is-
sues would have to be sorted out
within the framework of Sri Lank-
an territorial integrity. It is for Sri
Lanka to decide how far it can go
in the direction of devolution of
powers; there can only a political
solution, not a military solution. ”

¥
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The Union Minister for Industry, Mr. Murasoli Maran, and the

Extemal Affairs Minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, addressing reporters
after the meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security, at the
Prime Minister’s residence in New Delhi on Thursday.

— Photo: S. Arneja

After the Cabinet Committee
on Security met this evening at
the prime Minister’s residence,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, told newsmen that
“policy and position remain what
it had been”, and that India de-
plored terrorist activities of the
kind that claimed the life of a Sri
Lankan Cabinet Mijpister. Rather

shrewdly, Mr, Jaswant Singh let
Mrn\Mara do the explaining of

compatibility or lack of it, if any,
between “New Delhi” and
“Chennai”.

Mr. Maran claimed that the
DMK was a party to the policy on
Sri Lanka; ‘““‘we together created
this policy on Sri Lanka.” At the
same time, he argued that his
Chief Minister's proposal had
been thoroughly misunderstood
and blown out of proportion, an
added, a non-sequitur, "“H

Centre, DMK agree on

+\* Sri Lanka policy: Maran

Karunanidhi) is not like Ms. Jaya-
falitha)””. The concern of Mr. Ka-
runanidhi, according to Mr.
Maran, was that the Tamils
should get their space and the
way to give them this space could
be a federation, quasi-federation,
confederation, or a partition.
What the DMK wanted, Mr. Ma-
ran insisted, was that it should be
peaceful and lasting solution; al-
so, added “we do not want blood-
shed at our doorstep.”

For good measure, Mr. Maran
insisted that the National Demo-
cratic Alliance was ‘‘not fragile”
and was in fact solid like "‘the rock
of Gibraltar”. Mr. Karunanidhi's
statement last Saturday had cre-
ated the impression of first major
shadow over the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment; the Congress accused
the Government of allowing re-
gional compulsions to dictate its
foreign policy. By the end of the
day, Mr. Maran had behaved like
a good team-player under diffi-
cult circumstances; he managed
to argue for his leader, the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, without
disputing the correciness of the
Prime Minister’s Sri Lanka policy.

Besides Mr. Jaswant Singh and
Mr. Maran, the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security was attended by
the Fing, Minister, Mr. Yash-
inha, Mr. K.C. Pant and Mr.
rajesh Mishra and others offi-
cials.




Jaswant's Sri Lanka visit may
set devolution package rolling

Our Political Bureau 9
NEW DELHI 10 JUNE

OREIGN MINISTER
Flaswant Singh’s visit to

Colombo on Monday comes
against a backdrop of India’s
readiness to push the case for a
devolution package for the
Tamils. In Sri Lanka for two days,
Mr Singh will meet President
Chandrika Kumaratunga and
leader of the opposition Ranil
Wickremasinghe, and also other
Tamil and Buddhist leaders.
Substantial discussions are likely
to be held between Mr Singh and
his counterpart Lakshman
Kadirgamar.

On the eve of his departure,
Mr Singh met Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and briefed
him of the latest situation in the
island nation.

The aim clearly is to set the
ball rolling for the devolution
package. In the past few weeks
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
been holding informal talks with
the entire gamut of the political
leadership to build a consensus
on the issue. She met the UNP
leader on Saturday despite the

Jaswant: Colombo crusade

confusion in the aftermath of the
suicide bombings. Mr Singh will,
therefore, get a first-hand flavour
of the political and military situa-
tion in the strife-torn island, The
last major Indian dignitary to
visit Sri Lanka was in March
1999, during a South-Asian
Association  for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc) foreign minis-
ters’ conference.

India bhas been pushing this
devolution package — fine-tuned’ *

by Ms Kumaratunga in 1995 —*

for a while. The fact that the LTTE

has declared a temporary cease-
fire on the eve of Mr Singh’s visit
is not without significance, gov-
ernment sources said. According
1q, agenmes, in a statement from
their London office, the LTTE

*calted on the United Nations High
- Commissioner
- {UNHICR) and the International

for Refugees
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) to help arrange the truce in
Thenmarachchi divi- sion, where
fierce battles erupted on Friday.

Questioned by reporters, Mr
Singh said: “I am going as a friend
of Sri- Lanka and as a friend of
peace.”

The ministry of external
affairs spokesman said the visit
was intended to “buttress the
existing understanding between
the two countries.” Unstated was
the fact that after Mr
Karunanidhi’s statement of a
Czech solution to the Lankan cri-
sis, it was felt necessary to spell
out India’s stand at a very high
level. Part of the agenda of Mr
Smgh s visit, therefore, is to reas-
Sure: the Sri’ Lankan government
‘that India did not endorse Mr
Karunanidhi’s views.

The Economic Time
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India will initiate
y strategic dialogue, i,

X with UK, Russia

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Purchase of
“Hawk” advanced jet trainer and
aircraft carrier “Admiral -Gor-
shkov” may be finalised this month
when defence minister George
Fernandes visits Britain and Rus-
sia. . !

The importance of the two.visits,
taking place one after the other,
lies in the fact that India will con-
duct separate strategic dialogue
with the two nuclear powers, which
are also major suppliers of arms
and equipment of long standing.

Mr Fernandes will be on a four-
day visit to Britain, beginning June
14. His Russia visit is scheduled for
this month-end —in preparation
for President Vladimir Putin’s visit
to New Delhi, possibly this Octo-
ber. Papers pertaining to the pur-
chase of aircraft carrier “Admiral
Gorshkov” are likely to be ini-
tialled during Fernandes’ Moscow
visit.

Official sources say a Russian
firm in Kazan is preparing to meet
Indian Air Force’s requirements of
MI-17-IV transport helicopters.
The IAF is understood to have
sought 40 of these choppers.

The delivery may start once the
letter of credit is opened by the In-

dian side.

India has short-listed British
Aerospace’s “Hawk” advanced jet
trainer, and sources say the final
decision and details are now with
the IAE

Mr Fernandes’ visit to Britain
will be the first by an Indian de-

~ fence minister to that country in

nearly a decgde. Heading a high-
level delegation, Mr Fernandes is
likely to cement a number of mem-
oranda of understanding (MOUs),
signed by the two countries in Jan-
uary when a high-level Indian de-
fence team went to London, a de-
fence ministry spokesmansaid.

Mr Fernandes would be sccom-
panied by defence ministry addi-
tional secretary Subir Dutta, L.
Gen Sampat Kumar, director-gen-
eral (ceremonial) at Army HQ,
and other top-ranking defence and
air force officials. A highlight of Mr
Fernandes’ visit may be talks on
setting up a National War Museum
in India on the pattern of Britain’s
world famous Imperial War Muse-
um.

Before flying to London, Mr Fer-
nandes will have a day-long halt in
Brussels, the Belgian capital, where
he will deliver a lecture at the Eu-
ropean Institute of Asian Studies.
Sources confirmed that Fernandes
was also scheduled to pay a private
visit to the US, but gave no details.
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" Jaswant to lay stress on

' cessation of hostilities 9, ¢+

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 10. During his Sri Lanka visit be-
ginning tomorrow, the External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, will convey India’s desire for
an early cessation of hostilities and end to terror-
ism that has brutalised the island nation.

India hopes that decisions by the warring par-
ties to cease fire could create the right atmo-

. sphere for consideration of a lasting political
settlement to the ethnic divide.

Mr. Singh will reassure Colombo of India’s
commitment to the unity and integrity of Sri Lan-
ka and discuss proposals to meet the political as-

* pirations of the Tamil minority. He is travelling to
Colombo at the invitation of the Sri Lankan Gov-
. ernment, and will review the current situation
with the President, Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga, and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Laxman Kadir-
gamar. In his delicate diplomatic mission, Mr.
Singh is expected to emphasise New Delhi’s
strong interest in the restoration of peace and
; stability and a renewal of harmonious relations
. between the majority and minority communities.
. He will also stress the importance of the LTTE
. abjuring terrorism.

Mr. Singh'’s visit comes in the wake of the recent
grisly incident in which the Industries Minister,
C.V. Gooneratne, was killed. He will seek to im-
press on the Sri Lankan leaders that there is no

. military solution and that a serious dialogue must

replace the unending cycle of war and terrorism. !
His talks with Mrs. Kumaratunga will include a

discussion on the devolution package Colombo is
contemplating. He will also meet Mr. Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, leader of the United National Party
(UNP), principal Opposition group. The UNP has
a critical role in shaping a Sinhalese consensus on

political devolution. The Indian Foreign Minister '

will also interact with leaders of the moderate
Tamil parties there and ascertain their views on

- the situation. Mrs. Kumaratunga has been dis-

cussing with the Opposition parties a package of
proposals on devolution.

Diplomatic sources here said Colombo was
looking forward to the visit of Mr. Singh and
hoped that his two-day talks would help to re-
move some of the mutual misperceptions. The
last time such consultations took place was when|
Mr. Kadirgamar called on Mr. Singh and th
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, in May at the
beginning of the recent crisis.

Much has happened since, and both sides be-
lieve it is important to stay engaged. Mr. Singh
will seek to dispel the misgivings in Colombo

e e

about the divergent tones coming out of the coali- |

tion Government in New Delhi.

Sources here said Mr. Singh’s visit was less
about mediation and more about exploring the
contours of a lasting political settlement. He will

also look at ideas on a negotiating process that
could end the conflict.
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Karunanidhi’s views on
Lanka obsolete: Panja

Arindam Sarkar
Calcutta, June 10

'RI LANKAN President
% Chandrika Kumaratunga and

her Cabinet should tackle the
aspirations of Sri Lankan Tamils
without any interference from
third parties. And India does not
support any idea propagating the

division of the country into twp

parts as suggested by Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi: -

Union Minister of State for
External Affairs Ajit Kumar Panja
said here yesterday.

“India strongly condemns the
killing of Sri Lankan Industries
Minister and 22 other innocent
people by the LTTE. But we
believe that the only way to solve
this problem is by granting local
autonomy to certain parts of Sri
Lanka or creation of new states
without disturbing the sovereignty
and integrity of the nation. This
will definitely put an end to the
LTTE crisis,” Mr Panja told The
Hindustan Times.

Mr Panja stressed that it is not
India’s suggestion that Sri Lanka
should be divided, as reportedly
claimed by some leaders.

“Karunanidhi’s suggestion of
dividing the nation to bring about
peace in Sri Lanka is a theory of
the last millennium. Today, we

o
A

.

believe in consensus\ ;}o t!g within
the nation. From India’s part,
there will be no armed interfer-
ence, it can at best participate in
humanitarian work,” he declared.

Talking about the recent devel-

opments in Sierra Leonne, Fiji and
Solomon Islands, Mr Panja said
that India was deeply concerned
and watching with dismay the over-
powering of the democratically-
elected government by armed
men.

“Negotiations are on in Sierra
Leone. Both Australia and New
Zealand are trying to find a solu-
tion to the problem. So far, the
attitude of the RUF field comman-
ders has been very positive, Our
force headquarters is expecting the
release of the detainees very

soon,” Mr Panja said.

“We are equally concerned about
the welfare and safety of Fiji Prime
Minister Mahendra Chowdhury
and his Cabinet colleagues. We
have calied upon Fiji to uphold the
principles of the Harare
Declaration and Millbrook Action
Programme. Apart from us,
Australia, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom and the US have
condemned the coup in Fiji in
Strong terms. The US State
Degartment acting-spokesman
Philip Reeker has strongly con-
demned the criminal action of
George Speight and called upon
the release of the hostages imme-
diately,” he said.

Mr Panja said that the US was
reported to be “considering seri-
Ol measures in consultation with
othe: nations that could have a
serious impact on Fiji’s interna-
tional comtacts and outside assis-
tance”.

“India stands firmly behind Fiji
and demands strict adherence to
constitutional’ principles and
immediate unconditional release
on lI)v_lzhtendrle; Chowdhury and his

abim:t colle » i
e agues,” Mr Panja

“PM Vajpayee and I have
seyeral civilian representativegAn
this reard. We have expre our
suppor to the Fijians.”
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India offers
credit facility
of $100 m

to Sri Lanka

By Charu Lata Joshi
The Times of India News Service

COLOMBO: India has offered
the Sri Lankan government a
credit facility worth $100 million,
apart from humanitarian relief in
the form of medicings, su&ar,
wheat and rice. }, g - Pmu.)

The announcenient, which came
at the end of external affairs min-
ister Jaswant Singh’s two-day visit
to Colombo, however, puts an end
to all speculation regarding India’s
military involvement in the con-
flict.

While firmly rulipg ‘But Indian
military assistance ¢n the lines of
the 1987 IPKF intprvention, Mr
Singh reiterated Infia’s stand in
maintaining the territorial integri-
ty of Sri Lanka and pressed for a
lasting solut“oq to the ethnic con-
flict. 11~

Mr Singh held discussions with
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, leader of the oppo-
sition Ranil Wickramasinghe and
representatives of Tamil parties
during his visit.

In a joint statement issued at the
end of his visit, Mr Singh said,
“The discussions have been pro-
ductive, They have enabled the
reaching of an understanding on
the measures that India and Sri
Lanka can take collectively, as well
as individually, to bring about last-
ing peace in Sri Lanka.”

The visit was a clear signal to the
government in Colombo that
“India was not prepared to get
involved in a fire-fight”, The visit
also made it clear to the Sri
Lankan government that any
assistance from India would only
come when “requested”.

Reliable sources in the Indian
delegation, however, indicated that
“it is very CI€ur that Sri Lanka
wants 1a's presence, reassur-
ance gud support”,

vevet, ' Mr Singh denied
reports regarding Indian
.nvolvement in working out a sus-
" taingble devolution package to
end the conflict.

While Mr Singh'’s visit appeared
to raise a certain amount of opfi-
mism in the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, Tamil party leaders were
unsure about the kind of assis-
tance India would render.

““There was a certain amount of
convergence of views, yet they
(views) appeared to diverge, So,
no clear consensus could emerge,”
TELO leader N. Srikantha told
The Times of India.




’De]hl rea}@y, for bigger I Lanka role: Jaswant

acmg for a greater
involvemegg in the search for a
political resofution to the two-
decade-old conflict in Sri Lanka.
5‘.‘! mgl Affairs Minister Jaswant
ingh_said. here tonight on his
rptum.(from Calombo that India
would fprovide advice” to the gov-
erhr¥se and pilitical parties of Sti
i Withotif encroaching upon

ry's Wcjelgnty or aiding
g ’r the appoint-
f A spedial senvoy for the
countty-in- the near future, to
engage the Lankan polity in
thrashing_out a copsersus on a

devolution package The pames
would be in constant touch with
the Indian mission in Colombo. Mr
Singh denied that this amounted to
“facilitation of dialogue" or "medi-
ation”. He believes that the Sri
Lankan political parties would
“move towards a political process
to end the conflict in-the near
future".

" "We have a continuing role in Sri

Lanka. But there has to be appre-
ciation of the contours and con-
tents of that role", he said.

Earlier, before leaving Colombo
after two days of talks with Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirmagar and lead-
ers of all the important political

artles, a pubhshed joint statement

nnounced a $ 100 million credit as
"humanitarian assistance” for war
ravaged northern Sri Lanka.

The details of the package are yet
to be worked out. The minister dis-
closed that India would be willing
to provide food and medicines to
help the government mitigate the
suffering  of civilians. Sri Lanka
could also get one million tonnes
of wheat, rice and sugar on a

. counter trade basis. He ruled out

helping in th¢ evacuation of Sri
Lankan troops caught in the fight-
ing there.

He claimed that Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi's
advancement of the
"Czechoslovakia solution” did not

-~
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create fault lines in the relations
between New Delhi and Colombo.
Rather, there appears to exist now
a greater degree of unanimity over
"what constitutes assistance from
India". And consultations (offered
by India) form part of that assis-
tance. .

He expressed confidence in the
possibility of a just devolution
package contributing to "lasting
peace” in Sri Lanka. During his
talks with the country's political
leaders he discerned broad agree-
ment on this point. "I do believe in
the process of moving towagds a
political process. However,: T the
prerogative of the Sri Lahkan
Parliament to approve the appro-
priate solution".




1%% INDIAN position as enunciated by External Affairs
Ministe) Jaswant Singh through two days of talks with the Sri
Lankan Yeaders in Colombo represents a fair compromise
between 4 realistic appraisal of the situation on the ground and
the Sri Lankan Government’s somewhat heightened expecta-
tions from its closest neighbour. Despite all indications to the
contrary, many in Colombo had continued to believe that India
would at some stage feel obliged to get militarily involved in the
fighting in the Jaffna peninsula. Mr Singh’s visit, however, has
left no room for any ambiguity on that point. It was not just the
IPKF’s unfortunate experience in the island a decade earlier
that determined New Delhi’s latest stand. Nor was it inhibited
by the occasional concerns voiced by some Tamil Nadu politi-
cians on the Sri Lankan question. What was crucial in the pre-
sent context was an understanding of the real nature of the eth-
nic conflict, relating essentially to the denial of the rights of the
minority Tamils. Until that issue was adequately addressed
through a political process, little could be achieved by simply
fighting the LTTE. A .

It is this view which has been effectively communicated to
Colombo during Mr Singh’s visit, while reiterating India’s com-
mitment to the unity and integrity of Sri Lanka as a multi-eth-
nic nation. The $ 100 million line of credit in addition to sup-
plies of rice, wheat and sugar, committed by Mr Singh, were a
token of India’s support at a time when the Sri Lankan
Government'’s resources position had been considerably under-
mined by its recent arms purchases. it is to be hoped that some
of these supplies would reach the beleaguered Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees in the north in keeping with the “humanitarian” char-
acter of the Indian gesture.

It is a matter of some satisfaction that the Indian role has at
last been articulated in clear terms, clearing much of the confu-
sion caused by the recent free airing of controversial views in
this country. Instead of hoping to “mediate” with a party which
New Delhi does not formally recognise, the focus has now shift-
ed to a political settlement that includes a substantial devolu-
tion of power to the Tamils. Mr Singh sounded positive that
Colombo would soon move on that track and engage the mod-
erate Tamil groups in talks over power sharing within a decen-

tralised political framework. If the Sri Lankan Government is-
able to deliver on that promise, it could mark the beginning of

a process capable of redeeming a nation that has been at war
with itself for nearly two decades. '

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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A successful visit
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vani, on study tour abfoad,

seeks solutiong to security

(\\/‘ By Manoj Joshi

NEW DELHI: Home minister L.K. Advayi
left for a 11-day tour of Israel, France an

the UK on Tuesday. This is his first visit
abroad after taking ovér-as Union home
minister, and to emphasise’that it is a #ork-
ing visit, he is being accompanied by a
galaxy of security officials who include
Union home secretary Kamal Pande,
Intelligence Bureau chief Shyamal! Dutta,

wOoes

Interpol is headquartered. The organisation
plays a crucial role in fostering cooperation
between police forces around the world and
in facilitating bilateral and multilateral
agreements to check transnational crime.
Take Israel, for example. Its fight against
the Palestinian Liberation Organisation has
ended in a compromise with the Palestinian
entity set to evolve towards slow but certain
statehood. The vaunted Israeli security

Border Security
director-general

Force _ NEWS AN ALYSIs-i machine had to flee south-
EN.

ern Lebanon, unable to

Rammohan and CBI head B.K. Raghavan.
Whether this collective group will learn
anything new about handling the unending
security problems that India faces is anoth-
er matter. There has been no official brief-
ing, but background leaks have it that high
on the team’s agenda is learning about the
counter-insurgency tactics of Israel’s
Mossad and studying the security systems of
other countries like France and the UK.

Hype apart, the only credible leg of his
visit appears to be the one to Lyons, where

eliminate the Hezbollah. Now, like India, it
is being compelled to create a border fence
and a surveillance zone to keep out poten-
tial terrorists and militants.

Mr Advani is bound to find Scotland Yard
an interesting place, but it is the product of
a police culture that is as different from that
of India as Mars is from the moon. The UK
managed to contain Irish terrorism, but it is

still in the process of negotiating an end to
terrorist activity with an IRA _which is by no
means down and out.

THE ViMES OF i
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA(\m

New Delhi, June 16: With the
stalemate over the hostage stand-
off continuing, India has turned to
the US for the release of 21 of its
soldiers taken captive by Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF) rebels
while doing UN peacekeeping
duty in Sierra Leone.

Delhi has asked Washington to
use its influence at the United Na-
tions Security Council not to
bring matters to a head by trying
captured rebel leader Foday
Sankoh as a war criminal and
also to prevent a drastic change in
the status of its troops from
“peace-keepers” to “peace-en-
forcers”.

A resolution is scheduled to
come up within a few weeks’ time
at the Security Council to discuss
the developments in the war-rav-
aged African nation.

Delhi fears that a tougher
stand at this point could net only
jeopardise the lives of the
hostages but also  raise
serious gquestions about the
role of the other UN peacekeepers
there.

Foreign ministry spokesman
R.S. Jassal, however, said that
“the situation in the area re-
mained peaceful. There is no

SIERRA anNE CRISIS

rebels had taken 21 intan peace-
keeping sokilers capfive from teir
past at Kuiba on June § and moved
ther to the fiearby town of
Pentembu. The fate of the hostages |
stifi hangs in balanes 38 no salution
has been reathed for melr release

change in the status of the
Indian armed forces personnel
there.”

Asked about the conditions of
the soldiers, he said: “They are in
good condition in the circum-
stances they are in.”

There was no hindrance to
the supply of rations to the
21 hostages in Pendembu as also
to the 213 Indian soldiers in
Kailahun where the standoff

hostagb Crisis

with the RUF rebels continues,
he added.

Yesterday in Washington, the
director-general of military opera-
tions (DGMO), Lt-Gen. N.C. Vij,
accompanied by Satya Pal,
the second-in-command at India’s
permanent mission in New
York, held discussions with
officials of the Clinton administra-
tion.

According to sources, they ex-
plained their concerns to US
under-secretary of state (political)
Thomas Pickering and other se-
nior officials and sought
their help to end the hostage
erisis.

Delhi believes that the US,
which virtually created Liberia —
a neighbouring country of
Sierra Leone and a key player in
the present conflict — and contin-
ues to have tremendous influence
aver  Liberian President
Taylor, can play an impartant role
in resolving the deadlock.
However, it is not clear how far
Taylor can influence the RUF
rebels. )

This could be a reason. why
India is against any step that
could aggravate the situation by
declaring Foday Sankoh a war
criminal’ Sankeh is presently in |
UN custody.
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/MDMK not to lmpose its views on Centre: Valko

EXPRESS NEWS sz—:nw n7
CHENNAI, JUNE 18

" SMDMK  general secretaly
Vaiko hassaid clearly that the party
fllfiot impose its’ Views regardmg

the:Sti Fankan ethnic crisis on the
Vagpaygc Government at the Cen-

S ing here on Friday, he
saic ¥ We are not responsible if the

, lslana‘”ﬁaiion s government is un-
abletaprotect itsintegrity.” He also
rejterated hissupport for the NDA
Government, stressingthat a non-
Congress government should con-
tinue to rule the country.

Hitting out at those who criti-
cised - Chief - Minister M.
Karunamdhl forsuggesting a Czech
model to end the turmoil in the
neighbouring country if all other so-
lutions failed, Vaiko said Lankan

Tamil youth resorted ackage of
toviolent means only Lankan President
after they faced ex- Chandrika Ku-
cesses by the Lankan maratunga as a
Government. fraud. In this con-
Stating that no- text, he pointed
body needed to give - out how the An-
his party and him a nexure C pro-
certlﬁcate for their posal prepared by
patriotism,  Vaiko &= - o late G.
questioned his critics, Vaiko...a diplomatic line. Parthasarathy, In-
askingwhether they “willcallIndira  dian High Commissioner to Sri
Gandhi atraitor for helping thecre-  Lanka, was dismissed. ‘
ationof Bangladesh”. Reacting to former finance min-

Appreciating the Vajpayee
Government for its refusal to offer
any military assistance to Sri Lanka
based on the argument that India

. would not disturb the integrity of

the island nation, Vaiko said St
Lanka never honoured political
agreements.

He described the-.devolution

Lok

ister P Chidamabaram’s comments

that the interest of the Tamilswork-
-ing as plantation workers were not

considered by those whowere com-
menting on the ethnic crisis, the
MDMK general secretary asked:

“Where were the Congressmen
when Tamil plantation workers
were treated like cattle? ”

e E

Vaiko also came dawn heavily

‘on the Sri Lankan President: for

“hoodwmkmg’ hercountlymenby
saying that the financial assistance
offered by India was to bogst the
morale of the Army. Hesaxdhchad
pointed this out to Prime Minj
Vajapayee, - )
He addedﬁ:at the stateme |
the United Sthtes that it would not
interfere in the Sri Lankan'crisis
was a diplamatic victory for the

_Centre.

"He said the MDMK’s confer-

‘ence — scheduled t6 be held in

Erode — would expose thase who
were trying to topple the Vajpayee
Government-and also attempting
to destroy the country. Communal
harmony and amity between sev-
eral sections of the people wouldbe ([
the theme of the oonference Vaiko,
added. o~ E




dia’s domestic dnd gé(temal poﬁciesqft/@/n contradict each other

6 ON

hy notXe blunt about it,
our prime minister has
cut an extremely sorry
figure while reacting to
‘MXK. Karunanidhi’s

- proposa; for a Czecheslovakia-type solu- -

tion to the Srj Lanka problem. To sug-
gest that the Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter’s views are “peisonal” is, to say the
least, bxzarre The prime minister is ob-
v1ously in a desperate bid to adopt a
stance which, accordmg to his view, will
provide his government a face-saving
formula to tackle the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam threat. The Tigers,
whether one likes it or not, have

travelled a long, hard distance since -

1983, when the cwil -war started in Sri

» Lank’a. N
Diring this penod ‘they had been

spurned by the international communi-
ty. There was a time when India thought
it could establish its overlordship in Sri
Lanka by taking advantage of the ongo-
ing tussle between the Colombo regime
and the Tamils elamouring for an hon-
eurable settlement that would grant
them a kind of quasi-sovereign status.
Now that they have travelled a long vic-
torious road all by themselves, no doubt
they are going to pitch their demands
higher Some kind of a'devolutionary

arrangement will no longer satisfy
them; they are now in search of hon-

ourable, full-scale sovereignty.

On the battlefront, they have got the
Sri Lankan army and navy completely

cornered, which is why the Sri Lankan
president has sought a last-minute assis-
tance from the government of India.
This show of initiative on her part is
however likely to make her unpopular
even amongst the local Sinhalese. They,
as much as the LTTE, have memories of
the misadveniture Indian army person-
nel were qutved in in the wake of the
agreement signed by Rajiv Gandhi as

prime minister of India and the then Syi ..
Lankan president, J. Jayawardene, i, .

- CUTTING CORNERS

ASHOK MITRA o

. ate last mmute appeal to Indla and oth-

ers to bail it out.
Even if. New Delhi were to reject the

once-beatenotwwevshy formula, it can

hardly ighore the shift in ground condi-
tions that has taken place in the course
of the past decade in the country’s do-

. mestic eircumstances. The Constitution

drafted in 1949 had assigned the task of

1987. That wds & sorry episode-Refty+ >shepherditgthe nation’s foreign affairs

Gandhi’s dream of establishing Indian
dominance in south Asia was soon shat-
tered. The India-Sri Lanka Agreement of
1987 was instrumental for more harm
than good to the causes of both India and
SriLanka.

dislike the technology of terror

the LTTE has evolved in the island
and its neighbourhood. There is also in-
tense universal distaste for the mode of
recruitment and training of suicide
bombers. The international community
is, however, unlikely to poke its head so
as to bring the LTTE round to civil be-
haviour. By now the LTTE has learnt
that it has to fight its own battle and
choose its own modalities, howsoever
disagreeable they might appear to be.
The Colombo regime must have also
reached the conclusion that the LTTE at
this stage is nearly unstoppable, which
is why there was an outburst of desper-

‘ The world at large may immensely

exclusively to the care of the govern-
ment at the Centre. Such was also the un-
derstanding for foreign trade. But the
Constitution is not a magic wand. Even

if it be a written one, it has to give prece-

dence to the realities that emerge over
time. In the name of conserving the
unity and integrity of the nation, those
who have enjoyed formal power in New
Delhi over the years have done things
which have rendered the supposedly fed-
eral structure far more wobbly than it
was in the beginning.

The Constitution had aimed at a
patchwork of arrangements, whereby
the federating states will willingly agree
to set aside foreign affairs to the care of
the Centre. Jawaharlal Nehru — who
was the foreign minister, besides being
the prime minister, throughout his
tenure — had set up a tradition which
has continued till recently. This has been
so even when the prime minister was not
formally in charge of externai relations.

‘ Whatever the Constitu-
tion might say, pressure of
domestic politics will force

‘Vajpayee to redesign

his Sri Lanka policy ,

The prime minister has worked out the
major features of foreign policy in
minute detail and the nation has gone
along, despite occasional convulsions
such as over the MacMahon Line or the
line of control in Kashmir.

But political dynamics asserts itself.
Domestic developments of diverse kinds
have cast their shadow over the forma-

tion of foreign policy. No Tamii party -~

can hope to survive if it is not carefui, at
least ambivalent, in expressing its views
about the LTTE; two of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam’s close allies in the
Tamil Nadu government are even more
vocal in the declaration of their accord
with the LTTE’s hopes and aspirations.

" An aura of romanticism attaches to the

notion of an independent, sovereign
Tamil entity which Indian Tamils can-
not detach themselves from. 1t is there-
fore futile on the part of the prime min-
i1ster to imagine that the Tamil Nadu

Home and the world

\
point of view about a prospective Sri
Lanka settlement can be ignored. What-
ever the Constitution might say, the pres-
sure of domestic politics will force the
prime mmlster to redesign his Sri
Lanka policy.

here is a further dilemma which
- globalization has brought about.
Foreign trade is no longer the ab-
solute charge of the Centre. Foreign par-
ties, including foreign transnational cor-
porations, have, with or without encour-
agement from international financial
institutions, exemplified considerable
initiative to establish a direct relation-
ship with state governments. The Centre
has politely and tactfully left things to
develop on their own. It could hardly do
otherwise, given its repeated declara-
tions to encourage direct foreign invest-
ment in the country
The Constitution will rest in peace,
thg government at the Centre will have
to accept the new environment in which
the country’s external policy has to be
framed. New Delhi will also have to
worry over the reverse phenomenon, the
impact of domestic policy on interna-
tional relations. One of the essential
concerns of domestic policy is to ensure

- that Inter-Services Intelligence agents

from Pakistan are squeezed out. But
while doing so, attention needs to be
given to certain issues which cannot but
have a substantial impact on external re-
lations.

A short example will enlighten what
we have in mirfd. Successive regimes in
New Delhi have considered it expedient
to annoy the Left Front government in -
Tripura by encouraging tribal forces to
be on the rampage on the slightest of
pretexts or even without pretexts, Cen-
tral Bureau of Intelligence personnel
have reportedly been in the lead to mobi-

. lize political groups opposed to the Left

Front and see to it that they receive di-
rect and indirect assistance from Cen-

-..tral agencies. They have achieved some

success of late and the Left Front has
been ejected from its majority in the ter-
ritorial council.

But reports are currently afloat that
harassment of the Left Front govern-
ment in Tripura has reached a stage
where there is an alliance between the
opposition political parties, agents of
Pakistan’s ISI and some branches of the
Indian Central intelligence bureau who
have not been receiving up to date in-
structions from New Delhi. In the
process there has been a certain way-
wardness In intelligence "activities
which has frustrated the ob)e(‘tlves of
the national government

the Centre appreciates some of the

nuances of the new reality, foreign
and domestic relations are in danger of
coming to clash with one annther,!
ing to confusion in the formul:
basic issues in both arenas

It is a‘'mixed-up situation and unless

Ty,




India welcomes ICJ, decisjon

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21. India today
welcomed the decision of the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ)
to reject Pakistan’s petition over
the shooting of its naval aircraft
and urged Islamabad to create the
right atmosphere for direct talks
based on the Shimla and Lahore
principles.

The Foreign Office spokesman
said that with “the 14-2 verdict,
the court has upheld India’s sub-
mission that it (the ICJ) has no
jurisdiction in this matter”. Pakis-
tan had filed a petition with the
IC] over the shooting of its Atlan-
tique maritime reconnaissance
aircraft over the Kutch area and
had claimed damages worth $60.2
million for it. The petition had
been filed in September last.

The Foreign Office specially
welcomed the court’s positive ob-
servations on the principles
enunciated in the Shimla Agree-
ment and Lahore Declaration as
the basis for an Indo-Pak. rap-
proachment. Referring to the
‘Shimla Agreement and the Lahore

Declar;?/on h&ICJ has remmded
both parties ¢f their obligation to
settle their dksputes by peaceful
means, ‘and in particular the dis-
pute arising out of the aerial in-
cident of 10 August 1999

The Shimla Agreement, the
spokesman observed, commits
both countries to build trust and
confidence by putting in place a

“stable structure of cooperation”.
It alsa provides the basis for ad-
dressing all outstanding issues
through peaceful bilateral discus-
sions.

India, he said sought to under-
pin the relationship on these
principles through a composite
dialogue process established at
New Delhi’s behest. The visit to
Lahore in February last by the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, also wunderscored this
“high principle”.

India stands committed to a
dialogue. It calls upon Pakistan to
create a ‘‘proper environment’
for talks through a cessation of
cross-border terrorism and aban-
donment of hostile propaganda.

India, had a “preliminary” ob-

2 1 1N

jection over the admissibility of
Pakistan’s petition which it be-
lieved was outside the ICJ’s juris-

diction, the spokesman said.
Hearings were held on April 3 and
April 6.

The Indian side at The Hague
was represented by the Attorney-
General, Mr. Soli Sorabjee, Mr.
P.S. Rao, Joint Secretary in the Le-
gal and Treaties division of the
Foreign Office, and two interna-
tional lawyers.




rabjee wins in%rld court

Pak plea on
Atlantique

"shot down"

L
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Q

THE HAGUE, June 21. — The
International Court of Justice
today upheld India’s objections
to Pakistan raking up the
shooting down of its surveil-
lance aircraft over Kutch last
year, ruling that the court had
no jurisdiction to adjudicate
the matter.

The significant verdict rebuff-
ing Islamabad’s efforts to seek
$60 million damages from
India for the shooting down of
Atlantique naval aircraft was
delivered by a 14-2 vote and
was announced by Bench presi-
dent Mr Gilbert Guillaume of
France at a public sitting of the
court here.

“The case is closed,” said a
spokesman of the international
court. The verdict was final
and without appeal, he added.

Atlantique was shot down by

the JAF on 10 August, killing all .

16 naval personnel on board.
Pakistan wanted the court to
intervene in the case while
India opposed the court’s ass-
umption of jurisdiction on the
basis of Islamabad’s application.

Pakistan had urged the court
to “dismiss the objections raised
by India and accept its juris-
diction”. India maintained that
none of the arguments ad-
vanced by Pakistan ‘was ‘sound’
and did not provide a basis for
invoking the court’s jurisdiction.

Public hearings in the case
titled ‘Aerial Incident of Aug-

ust 10, 1999 (Paklstan vs Ind-
ia) lasted four days, ending on
6 April.

Arguing that the court did not
have jurisdiction in the matter,
India cited an exemption it
filed in 1974 to exclude dis-
putes between India and other
Commonwealth states and dis-
putes covered by multilateral
treaties.

Attorney-General Mr Soli
Sorabjee, who led India’s legal
challenge, told the court that
Pakistan was “solely responsi-
ble” for the incident and that
Islamabad must “bear the con-
sequences of its own acts”.

Pakistan, unlike India, tried
to politicise the case by refer-
ring to the Kashmir issue, Kar-
gil conflict and Indo-Pak rela-
tions, and alleged that the
shooting was motivated.

The court had earlier said the
question of jurisdiction would
be addressed before going into
the merits of the case. Mr So-
rabjee and his team of lawyers,
including those from the UK
and France, focused solely on
the legalities of the court’s
scope for jurisdiction.

Mr Sorabjee rejected Pak-
istan’s contention that the
Simla pact gave a legal basis
for invoking the court’s jurisdic-
tion vis-a-vis bilateral disputes.

The foreign ministry has
welcomed the court’s gbserva-
tions on Simla Agreement and
Lahore Declaration, adds SNS
from Delhi.
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&\ A DIPLOMATIC TRIUMPH_+\

THE RULING OF the International Court of Jus-
tice, judicial arm of the United Nations, on a
complaint from Pakistan relating to the down-
ing of a reconnaissance aircraft over the Rann
of Kutch soon after the Kargil confrontation last
summer is a diplomatic triumph for India. The
Hague court rejected each one of Pakistan’s ar-
guments on the question of its jurisdiction to
adjudicate the dispute over the shooting down
of the Atlantique on August 10 last year. The
court did more. Asked to adjudicate, the panel
of learned judges has gone on to offer some
home truths to the two protagonists. Going be-
yond the confines of the points in question and
stretching its own conclusions, the court has
made the extremely interesting remark that its
lack of jurisdiction “does not relieve the states
of their obligation to settle their disputes by
peaceful means.” The court recalled that the
obligation as regards India and Pakistan was
restated particularly in the Shimla Agreement
and the Lahore Declaration, and went on to
remind the two countries of that undertaking
“to settle their disputes by peaceful means.”
The ruling, which by the very nature of the ref-
erence and the case covered no substantial
point of international law, has effectively
thrown the ball back in the subcontinental
court. It must come as welcome support for
bilateralism from unexpected but well-respect-
ed quarters.

The verdict caps a string of defeats for Pa-
kistan in its decades-long attempt to gain terri-
tory in the Rann of Kutch. It had gone to war
once to resolve the dispute over the maritime
boundary. Sir Creek, a 100-km long estuary in
the marshes of the Rann of Kutch, has been a
bone of contention and has shown up the ab-
sence of a spirit of give and take. The prospect
of finding oil and gas in the sea off the Kutch

has seen Pakistan intensify its mutifaceted ef-
fort to gain control of the marshy land over
which the Atlantique was brought down last
August. But the downing — and the use of a |
high performance combat aircraft like the MiG
21 against a slow moving aircraft — brought no
credit to India or Pakistan. Coming in the post-
Kargil atmosphere of mistrust, the launching of
a military response to the aerial intrusion was
deemed unwarranted considering its potential
for escalating tensions, which were still at
breaking point as a fallout of the confrontation
in the Himalayas. In less than two months, Pa-
kistan took its dispute to The Hague after India
rejected it§ demands for huge compensation for
the loss of the aircraft and the lives of 16 de-
fence perdonnel aboard. Wednesday’s ruling in
effect disthisses the case by declaring that the
court has po jurisdiction to adjudicate the dis-

pute. ﬂ' Wt

The court’s unsolicited remarks on bilater-
alism must induce rethinking in both the cap-
itals. New Delhi, instead of returning to the
triumphalism mode, must heed the call from
the international court and shed its hardline
stance on resuming the dialogue. The weight of
the advice from The Hague must impel the two
countries to return to bilateralism. “The re-
quirement of good faith obliges the two coun-
tries to create an atmosphere where the
bilateral negotiations or any other peaceful
means mutually agreed upon can be conducted
and carried on meaningfully,” said one judge in
a separate opinion. The observations of the In-
ternational Court lend powerful support to the
voices of sanity on both sides of the border
which have been ceaselessly urging a return to |
the path of negotiations to resolve bilateral dis-
putes.

/




~ BRAVO, SORABJEE!

India wins papds down at The Hague "

DETAILED con(l)fxent must await a study of the full%d -
ments of the International Court of Justice wher
Pakistan chose to hold India responsible for the shooting dow
of their Atlantique aircraft in which several people unfortu-
nately perished on 10 August 1999, when tensions between
the two countries were high. The Pakistanis made two mis-
takes. One, to deny the right of every nation to enter reserva-
tions at the time of accepting the jurisdiction of the court —
the Commonwealth reservation. It has been a long standing
practice of the Commonwealth to settle disputes between
member states within the Commonwealth and the jurisdiction
of the International Court is barred. Pakistan first argued
that India’s reservation did not apply, if it did apply once it
was now obsolete because it was not urged in matters relating
to WTO among other fora. This is disingenuous. It is also dan-
gerously close to begging the question. The other was a mis-
take in tactics. While India adhered to legal arguments and
exercised restraint in the face of provocation, Pakistan
brought in Kargil, and Kashmir to which the simple answer
was that these issues were irrelevant. The attorney-general
and law minister of Pakistan, Aziz A Munshi should have
known that attempts to raise political issues and bring in
extraneous matters would not impress the court.

By contrast, India’s attorney-general who argued himself,
was a picture of reasonableness. Yes, there were disputes
between India and Pakistan: yes, they should be resolved and
in peace but the legal issues could not be abandoned when
Pakistan was bringing the matter to the International Court
of Justice. Yes, Pakistan’s disputes were mainly with India
and vice versa but that did not negate the fact of the reserva-
tion. The court accepted his preliminary point that there was
no occasion to go into the merits before the preliminary point
of jurisdiction was decided. By a majority of 14 fo 2, the court
upheld India’s contention that they had no jurisdiction and
refused all Pakistan’s contentions to the contrary. In any court
this is a signal victory, in the International Court of Justice
the majority gives cause for satisfaction. Only Jordan apart
from Pakistan itself differed and it would be interesting to see
the reasoning of the judge from Jordan. The court has indeed
urged both sides to decide their disputes amicably — two
points need to be made. The court could hardly be expected to !
urge India and Pakistan to fight it out among themselves, all
the court did was to express the hope of a peaceful settlement.
This is natural and understandable but it is obiter dicta, not
enforceable. Sorabjee was right to concede that there were |
serious differences between the two countries and that they
should be settled mutually. But on television he drew atten-
tion to the need for improving the atmosphere as a prerequi-
site. It can be no one’s case that Pakistan can carry on a proxy -
war, infiltrate mercenaries into India by force and stealth, to
rape, pillage and murder and expect India to respond positive-
{)y. Cross-border terrorism must end before any talks can |

egin.

Having won a famous victory, India’s responsibility has not
lessened. As the stronger party and the party with most of the
goodwill on offer on this count, we must be ready to respond
when time and circumstances are right. Peace with Pakistan
must remain an objective however unrealistic it may appear

at theg)zent. Meantime it remains to congratulate our

attorney-gefieral on a sterling performance.
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Andia awaits
envoy's report
on Fiji acco

S

Udayan Namboodiri ((
New Dethi, June 23

INDIA IS studying the implica-
tions of the accord reached
between George Speight, the
Fijian army and the Great Council
of Chiefs, which is expected to be
signed tomorrow in Suva and
hopefully end the 36-day hostage
crisis. The High Commissioner in
Fiji, Mr 1. S. Chauhan, is learnt to
be preparing a report on what the
accord holds out for the future of
democracy in Fiji and, in particu-
lar, the political rights of the co
try's ethnic Indian communi

"We are waiting to see wh
the contours of this settlement
The report of the High
Commissioner in Suva is expected
to give a clear picture," Mr
Raminder Singh Jassal, the
spokesman for the External Affairs
Ministry said here tonight.

The accord, if signed tomorrow,
will' end the ordeal of Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and
30 of his colleagues which began
when Speight's rebels attacked the
Parliament building in Suva May
19 marking the beginning of Fiji's
third coup. Over the past 34 days,
the President of Fiji, Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara, resigned, a mili-
tary government under
Commodore Frank Bainimarama
took over and the three parties in
the conflict agonised over details
of the pact which could end the
constitutional crisis.

India automatically assumed a
role for itself as ethnic Indians
make up more than 43 per cent of
the population of Fiji. India urged
the Commonwealth to take stern
action against Fiji instead of using
the stick itself. Fiji was expelled
from the Commonwealth's coun-
cils on June 6. New Delhi
despatched a senior diplomat to
Canberra, Suva and Wellington to
hold consultation.

Mr Jassal said, "we are keen to
see the restoration of the
Mahendra Chaudhry regime”.
However, the immediate concern
of the deposed Prime Minister,
who along with his son are held
hostage, is reunification with his
wife, Mrs Virmati Chaudhry. She
told a radio station in Suva that she
was "overjoyed". Earlier, she had
announced she had "forgiven"
Speight and his group for their
actions.
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Role onlyif Colombo

. S. Suryanarayana

, JUNE 2. The External
inister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, who is here on a three-day
official visit, today reaffirmed In-
dia’s commitment to uphold the
territorial integrity of Sri Lanka
and expressed the view that this
could also be best preserved if the
aspirations of all the people in Sri
Lanka were met.

Answering questions after a
public lecture on the latest securi-
ty paradigm for India and the
ASEAN, Mr. Singh said that India
was “‘engaged”’ with the Sri Lank-
an Government. He said that In-
dia “cannot independently
assume” for itself “a role in Sri
Lanka that is not at the Sri Lankan
Government's request.”

Not visualising a role for the

United Nations, either, Mr. Singh.

pointed out how Norway, whose
facilitative role of bringing peace
to Sri Lanka had been requisi-
tioned by Colombo itself, was in
“constant touch” with India.

Asked to spell out what Pakis-
tan had to do to create a climate
conducive for the resumption of
talks with New Delhi, Mr. Singh
said that a stoppage of the efforts
at promoting cross-border terror-
ism and a reaffirmation of bilater-
al treaties and agreements such as
the Shimla Accord and the Lahore
Declaration would be among the
measures needed.

Alternative on n-issue
On the nuclear issue, Mr. Singh

said that India had proposed an
“alternative route to disarma-

ment.” The“}ozﬁrst use of nucle-

w'req ests: Jaswant

er of Extetna

The Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, giving a lecture on
‘security for india and the Assoclation of South-East Asian
Nations in the coming century’ at the Marina Mandarin
Ballroom in Singapore on Friday. — AP

ar weapons’ as a norm for
international commitment, the
non-use of nuclear weapons
against those unarmed with such
arsenal, and a provision for “a de-
alert” of deployed weapons could
constitute such an alternative ap-
proach, he outlined.

As for India’s credentials to play
a stabilising role in the affairs of
East Asia, Mr. Singh pointed out
that this need not be seen as a
spinoff of the recent visit of the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to
India and the resultant view in
some diplomatic quarters about a
nascent Indo-American strategic
relationship.

Affirming New Delhi's belief

T "NEU

A w-

that "“India and the U.S, are nat-
ural allies” and that the two coun-
tries were now moving in the
direction of firming up that real-
ity, Mr. Singh underscored that
“this is not to imply that Indo-
U.S. relations are, in any sense,
directed against any other bilater-
al relationship or any other coun-
try or grouping.”

On the new regional proposal
of an Asian monetary fund, Mr.
Singh said he would “‘encourage
discussion” on it. But he would
“tread cautiously in Asia” i
gard to the idea of a
bloc, Mr. Singh said

rces?: Page 14
on ties: Page 14




/ﬁlswant seeks bigger world

role 1 in F

REUTERS, AP, AFP & PTI

SINGAPORE, June 2. — Mr
Jaswant Singh today ruled out
a role for UN in Sri Lanka, but
demanded greater Common-
wealth involvement in Fiji,
where gunmen are holding the
Prime Minister hostage.

“I personally do not see a role
for the UN as such,” the exter-
nal affairs minister said at a
question-and-answer session
after a speech on India and re-
gional security at the Institute
of Defence and Strategic
Studies here.

But India is prepared to evac-
uate embattled Lankan troops
from Jaftna, but only 1f Colom-
bo requests it to.

India would like to see great-
er international interest in Fiji.
The Commonwealth could act

]l

under an actlon rogramm
that discouraged forceful un-
seating of elected governments,
Mr Singh said. India is holding
talks with Australia and New
Zealand and some other coun-
tries to get the group.

An Indian envoy reached Suva
today after holding talks with

R Editorial: Square one,
page 8

regional powers. Mr ST Devare
was accompanied by the Indian
High Commissioner in Austra-
lia. They will meet the Indian
envoy in Fiji and ethnic
Indians Mr Devare will leave
for New Zealand tomorrow.
Lanka

Colombo today said 15 LTTE
rebels and three soldiers had
been killed in fighting at
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outh of
Jaffna town, since yesterday.
Ban lifted: Sri Lanka today
lifted the ban on public meet-
ings and processions, and hint-
ed that press censorship too
may go soon.
Fiji

Fijian rebels may release the
30 hostages, held in the
Parliament building, by the
end of this week, coup leader
George Speight said today.
Tribal. chiefs will meet on
Monday, and Speight said he
expected the hostage crisis to
be resolved before the meeting.

Gunshots were heard today
inside the parliament. soldiers
outside the complex said. One
man was rushed away from the
parliament building in an
ambulance. Radio Fiji said he
was a Speight supporter.




- Indla supports plan for

A51an Monetary Fund

THINKING ALIKE: External affairs minister Jaswant Singh with Singaporean foreign minister S.

Jayakumar at a lecture organised by IDSS in Singapore on Friday

Singapore
2 JUNE
XTERNAL AFFAIRS
Eminister Jaswant Singh on
Friday welcomed discus-
sions of an Asian Monetary
Fund (AMF) but said the region
was not ready for a common
; currency unit.

“It’s an idea (AMF) that must
be encouraged. We must look at
it closely,” he said in a forum
here after delivering a lecture
on India’s security links with the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean).

Given the diversity among
the Asian countries, it will not
be easy to move towards a com-
mon currency, said Singh who is
on a three-day official visit here.

Even though the economies
within the European Union are
more closely integrated than
their Asian counterparts, the
euro has yet to be fully accepted,
he added, citing Britain’s refusal
to join as an example.

The International Monetary
Fund’s new managing director

Horst Koehler said on Thursday
that he welcomed the discussion
on AMF, an idea rejected by
many IMF officials and member
countries in the past.

AMF was first mooted by
Japanese officials during the
early days of the Asian econom-
ic crisis in 1997 to help East
Asian economies in trouble and
check financial contagion in
the region.

Delivering a lecture at the
Institute of Defence and
Strategic Studies, Mr Singh said
a strong and prosperous India
will be a factor for stability in
the Asia-Pacific region, which
lacks a security framework.

“Asia lacks an over-arching
security framework,” Mr Singh
said in his lecture on India’s
security links with Asean.

“This is a shortcoming born,
in part, of the overhang of a colo-
nial past and in part of our Asian
inability to c¢enstruct an accord
out of divepgence,” he said.

“The £ngagement of a mili-
tarily gtronger, economically

AFP

prosperous, democratic and sec-

ular India imparts greater stabil-
ity to the region,” he said,
adding: “India is a factor for
stability in the region.”

He said India’s participation
in the Asean Regional Forum
(ARF), an annual security gath-
ering which also includes global
nuclear powers, will spur
regional stability. ARF will meet
in July in Bangkok.

“Our participation in the
ARF reflects India’s increasing
engagement, both in politico-
security and economic spheres
contributing to the building of
greater trust, confidence and
stability in the region,” he said.

Asean  groups include
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, = Myanmar, the

Philippines,Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam.

The ARF includes Australia,
Canada, China, the European
Union, Japan, South Korea,
Mongolia, New Zealand, Papua

New Guinea, Russia and
the US. AFP
/— ~
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India lgoks forward to C

i BY OUR CORRESPONDENT q

New Delhi, June 4: After lobby-
ing for two weeks, India is looking
upto the Commonwealth nations to
take some harsh measures against
Fiji which has been witnessing a
political turmoil since the May 19

coup by failed businessman
George Speight.
The Commonwealth  Action

Group is meeting in London on
June 6 where it is expected to take
some action against the island
nation.

The action group comprises eight
members, including Botswana and
Nigeria from the African couati-
nent, Malaysia and Australia from
the Pacific region, Bangladesh
from South Asia, Canada from the
North America, Barabados repre-
senting the Caribbean and the
Great Britain.

India has been in touch with most
of the Commonwealth countries to

maintain  pressure  against  Fiji
which witnessed double coup in a
week’s time.

The Indian government came
under domestic pressure to take
initiative in the developments in
the island nation where more than
40 per cent of the people are of
Indian origin. .

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-

payee had asked
external affairs
minister  Jaswant

Focus:[iji

position again3t the/Member coun-
tries which do not follow the potit-
ical values, desclibed as the
democracy democratic
process.

As per the Millbrdok action plan
that followed the Harare dcclara-
tion, some of the steps taken under
such an event include immediate
public expression by the secretary-
general of the
Commonwealth’s
collective  disap-

Singh to maintain
international pressure. Mr Singh,
who visited London after complet-
ing his visit to Iran, met British for-
eign secretary foreign Robin Cook
and discussed the situation in Fiji.

After he retumed to India, Mr
Singh sent a special envoy S.T
Devare. secretary economic rela-
tions in the ministry of external
affairs, to Fiji and regional players
Australia and New Zealand.

The Commonwealth has a strong

proval of any such
infringement of the Harare princi-
ples; early contact by the secretary-
general with the de facto govern-
ment, encouraging bilateral march-
es by member countries, especially
those within the region, both 1o
express disapproval and to support
early restoration of democracy:
appointment of an envoy or a
group of eminent Commonwealth
representatives; suspension of par-
ticipation at all Commonwealth

THE ASIAN AGE
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meetings and of Commonwealth
technical assistance if acceptable
progress is not recorded by the
government concerned after a peri-
od of two years; and consideration
of appropriate further hilateral and
multilateral measures by all mem-
ber states (e.g. limitation of gov-
ernment-to-government  contacts;
people-to-pcople measures; trade
restrictions, and, in exceptional
cases. suspension from the associa-
tion).

In the case of Fiji, most of the
countries have already denounced
the coup and some of them includ-
ing Australia have already threat-
ened to imposed several sanctions
against the island nation.

India has maintained right from
the beginning that the Harare Dec-
laration and the Millbrook Action
plan should be respected.

The Commonwealth secretary-
general, Mr Don McKinnon, has
already visited Suva.
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MR. JASWANT SINGH'S Singapore visit could
not have been better timed. Finding a gap in his
increasingly heavy schedule of visits, the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister has used the visit to ex-
change views with Singapore’s leaders on a
range of bilateral, regional and international is-
sues on which the two countries can ideally work
together. Coming a few weeks ahead of ASEAN’s
annual ministerial meeting, it provided a win-
dow for Mr. Singh to discuss the possible agenda
and scenario of discussions that could emerge at
both the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and the
dialogue with its partners. If at all any reaffirma-
tion was needed of New Delhi’s ‘Look East’ pol-
icy and enhanced interaction with Southeast
and East Asia, Mr. Singh was quick in giving that.
His personal and warm interactions with the
Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, the Senior
Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, and the Foreign
Minister, Prof. S. Jayakumar, not to mention the
prestigious lecture at the Institute for Strategic
and Defence Studies, add up to a deepening and

strengthening of the already strong bilateral ties -

with the City State. Mr. Singh summed it up
when he said ‘“‘the engagement of a militarily
stronger, economically prosperous, democratic
and secular India imparts greater stability to the
region’’.

Every aspect of that statement carries
weight with ASEAN. Five years ago, in 1995,
when India’s ‘Look East’ policy coincided with
its economic reforms programme, Southeast
Asia woke up to the potential for political, eco-
nomic and security cooperation with New Delhi,
making India a full dialogue partner. When it is
all set to embark on second generation reforms
and sustain a GDP growth of about 7 per cent or
more, the prospects will be all the more. Like
India, ASEAN does not believe that bilateral rela-
tionship should be directed at any other country
or grouping. Just as ASEAN wants to engage Chi-
na, Japan, U.S. and India on parallel track, New
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Delhi reserves the right to work on its ties with
the U.S., China and ASEAN separately. It is sig-
nificant that these relationships converge at the
annual ARF, a security dialogue platform spe-
ciplly created by ASEAN. Having engaged South-
east Asia as a dialogue partner, India now
believes that the time has come for it to graduate
to an enhanced dialogue status — to be invited
to ASEAN'’s annual informal summits, along with
China, Japan and South Korea. At least half of
ASEAN'’s 10 members have already encouraged
or endorsed this move and it is about time the
Southeast Asian grouping bestowed that recog-
nition on India. That could ultimately lead to a
renewed bid for India’s membership of the Asia
Pacific Economic Coo

concern to Southeast Asia. ASEAN will certainly
want to know how India plans to deal with its
western neighbour and prevent a major con-
frontation. Like the U.S. and the rest of the
world, it will like to see a resumption of dialogue
at the earliest. New Delhi must remember that
Islamabad and Gen. Pervez Musharraf are not
without friends in that region. China will contin-
ue to influence its southern neighbours not to
ignore Pakistan. Mr. Singh must use all his per-
suasive powers to convince not just Singapore
but other ASEAN friends also about how it pro-
poses to manage its relations with Pakistan in
the short and medium-terms — with or without
a democratically-elected Government. That will
impact on the stability, security and prosperity
of the region. Mr. Singh will find this issue crop-
ping up again at the ARF or other platforms.
—
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Lanka division

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 5. — The
ministry of external affairs
remained unfazed today in the
face of Mr Karunanidhi’s call

/for a territorial division of Sri

Lanka on the Czech model to
resolve the ethnic problem. The
foreign ministry spokesman
merely said: “There is no chan-
ge in India’s position” -v1s
creation of the Eelam. Jh\n

The Sri Lankan go nment
had not raised the issue, he
said, adding that it was well
aware of the position of the
Indian government.

The government’s noncha-
lance could, however, be an
indicator of preparations for a
larger shift in policy, hinging
on the issue of devolution of
power within Sri Lanka.

Last week, a
senior Cabinet
minister unoffi-
cially spelt out
what he termed
as the central
focus of India’s
policy towards
Sri Lanka — the
issue of devolu-

While this posi-
tion hasn’t been
officially ack-
nowledged yet,
there are suffi-
cient indications
that both India
and Sri Lanka
are preparing to

ern peninsula.

CENSORSHIP LIFTED

COLOMBO, June 5. — Sri
Lankan government today | Mr
lifted its censorship on for-
eign media but maintained
the restrictions on the local
media. The restrictions on
media coverage of the war
tion. in Jaffna were imposed on
both foreign and local media
on 3 May after LTTE made
a series of gains in its offen-
sive to re-capture the north-

to ease the regulations
comes after the army halted
the LTTE offensive. — PTI

nanidhi, arti u{otmn of which
seems preme¢ditated rather
than an emodional outburst.
Mr Karunanidhi, while advo-
cating a division of the’state,
had hinged this demand on the
failure of the Sri Lankan gov-
ernmerrt to devolve power.

The BJP today took a convo-
luted stand on Mr
Karunanidhi’s statement. The
party did not disown his state-
ment, though it kept a strate-
gic distance to leave ample
scope for manoeuvring. |

The party vice-president, Mr
Jana Krishnamurthy, said Mr
Karunanidhi’s statement did
not contradict the BJP’s stand
that the Sri Lankan govern-
ment should give more powers
to the Tamils. “We’ve been talk-
ing of devolution of power,” he

said.

On the DMK
leader’s state-
ment about a se-
parate Eelam,
Krishna-
‘murthy said
both the BJP
and the NDA
government
stood for united
Sri Lanka.

Mr Krishna-
murthy, howev-
er, said the Ta-
mil Nadu chief
minister was
talking about
Eelam only if
the Sri Lankan

The decision

take this up at a formal level in
the near future. A Sri Lankan
minister has alieady said the
two countries would soon be
entering into a dialogue, a fact
that has not been refuted by
India.

The Sri Lankan President,
Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga,
has also indicated a shift in her
stand, stating categorically
today that there would be no
dialogue with the LTTE unless
the organisation agreed to her

itions.
he hardening of her stand
could be based on the prepara-

tions under way for a concrete
move on the issue of devolution

{ in the near future.

This move could be the reason

" for the sentiments expressed

by the DMK leader, Mr Karu-

government
failed to meet Tamils’ aspira-
tions there.

While supporting the govern-
ment line of finding a solution
to the Lankan crisis without
compromising that country’s
territorial integrity, AICC gen-
eral secretary, Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad, said the NDA lead-

ers were speaking in different

voice on Sri Lanka.

The CPI-M Politburo said Mr
Karunanidhi’s: statément
“goes contrary to the country’s
stand that a solution to the Lan-

“kan crisis should be found with-

in the framework of Sri Lanka’s
unity”.

B Photograph, another
report on page 7 |
B Editorial, Bordering on
indecision: page 8
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH, JUNE 5. Even as the Gov-

! ernment sought to shrug off the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr.
Karunanidhi’s controversial
atement on Sri Lanka with the
Foreign Office maintaining that

; there was no change in India’s of-
ficially stated position, the Oppo-

| sition parties alleged ‘‘confusion”
} in the ruling National Democratic
Alliance on the issue and de-
manded that the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, “con
demn” the DMK chief’s remarks.

They said that for Mr. Karuna-
nidhi, a senior NDA leader, to
suggest a ‘‘division” of Sri Lanka

| as a solution for the ethnic con-

i flict was a serious matter. The
NDA allies, they said, had been
speaking in conflicting voices re-
flecting alack of clarity on a sensi-
tive issue.

|

!

|

|

}

I

! The Congress(I) demanded a

| categorical statement from the

} Prime Minister clarifying the
NDA'’s position. Mr. Ghulam Nabi

5 Azad, who looks after the party’s

| Tamil Nadu affairs, said the Con-

The Left pamgs were equglly
“disturbed” by Mr. Karunanidhi’s
statement and said the Goveln-
ment must respond as it was\at
variance with India’s stand that a
solution to the Sri Lankan crisis
should be found within the
framework of that country’s unity
and territorial integrity.

The CPI(M) pointed out that
the creation of a separate Eelam
would have “‘dangerous conse-
quences in the region and serious
implications for India". It de-
manded that the Government
“immediately condemn” Mr. Ka-
runanidhi’s statement, as also
similar statements by other NDA
allies.

The CPI general secretary, Mr.
A. B. Bardhan, termed the state-
ment “unwarranted and uncalled
for” saying it indicated the “con-
fusion" in the NDA. “By talking
about the Czech model, Mr. Karu-
nanidhi has shown his ignorance
of what led to the division of Cze-
choslovakia”, he said, reiterating
his party’s “commitment” to Sri
Lanka’s multi-ethnic and territo-
rial unity.

gress(I) was firmly opposed to a _

division of Sri Lanka and believed
that its territorial integrity was
“sacrosanct”’. The ethnic conflict
in the island state must be resolv-
ed within the constitutional
framework of Sri Lanka in keeping
with the “aspirations” of the eth-
nic minorities.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
meanwhile, said it remained wed-
ded to the Government paosition
that a solution should be found
within the framework of the Sri
Lankan constitution, and that a
resolution was possible only
through talks between the Sri
Lankan government and the
LTTE.

Mr. J. P. Mathur, BJP vice-presi-
dent, pointed out that at an all-
party meeting there was a broad
consensus on the Government’s
policy on Sri Lanka, and the allies
from Tamil Nadu were party to
that consensus. The Prime Minis-
ter had also talked separately to
the parties from Tamil Nadu and
they had expressed “satisfaction”
with the Government’s view.

‘Mr. Mathur made it clear that
the BJP ““did not want Sri Lanka to
be divided” Czechoslovakia style
or any other way.

Govt. stand unchanged
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 5. India’s position
on Sri Lanka has not changed and
Colombo has not raised the Tamil

Left criticise Karunanidhi’s proposal

Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. Ka-

runanidhi's controversial remarks

on the situation on the island with
New Delhi, the Foreign Office said
today.

“There is no change in our po-
sition”, the Foreign Office
spokesman said when asked to
comment on Mr. Karunanidhi’s
assertion that Sri Lanka should ei-
ther devolve more rights to the
Tamils or follow the Czech model
{ of carving out two new inde-
pendent states) to resolve its eth-
nic crisis.

The spokesman declined any
comment when he was asked
whether Mr. Karunanidhi had
conveyed his suggestion to the
Government.

He said Sri Lanka was constant-
Iy in touch with India but it had
not raised the issue.

“The Sri Lankan government is
aware of the position of the gov-
ernment of India,” he said.

1
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_HEADS WE LOSE
(e Presidential sip in China ko

T may be churlish and illogical to ask whether Pre§ident’s

Narayanan’s long visit to China accomplished anything sub-
stantive. Head of state visits are not about nuts and bdjts of
foreign policy. Depending on the point of view, they are e{ther
enjoyable tourist trips or about creating what diplomats call
atmospherics: such feel good factor as is generated by elabo-
rate banquets, cordial meetings and folk dancing. Of course,
the head of state makes speeches, as did President
Narayanan. Such speeches, too, are not the stuff of serious
analyses since they are mostly variations of the “we are all
jolly good fellows” theme. But the President, even within the
constraints of his remit, seeks to leave a stamp beyond the
ceremonial. Sometimes he does this with positive results:
returning dubious state bills, questioning application of Art-
icle 356. But he has also muddied waters that did not need a
presidential wading-in. And so it was that while addressing
his audience at Peking University, he opined that panchsheel
and not a unipolar system is the best bet for a “globalised
world”. The message between the lines is hard to miss.

The veice from the past, no longer relevant, is ominous. The
US is bad, Asian brotherliness is good. Put another way, what
Narayanan’s words mean is that India is better off hitching its
wagon to a repressive, wannabe hegemon that is infamous for
its absolutely cynical use of power politics (ask Hong Kong
and Taiwan democrats) than the world’s most powerful
democracy which, its global policeman attitude and sometimes
insufferable moralising notwithstanding, has recently warmed
towards India. More, that warmth is based largely on the best
of all diplomatic counters, economic potential. In contrast,
Sino-Indian economic diplomacy is virtually non-existent and
is likely to remain so for quite a while. Worse, partly because
of that and partly because of China’s strategic views, it contin-
ues to consider Pakistan perfectly acceptable. What kind of
Indian interest is being served here? And what other purpose
does President Narayanan’s thesis achieve than trying to
recall the “glory” days of Nehruvian foreign policy, which cost
India so much economically as well as strategically. If the
Vajpayee government has one foreign policy achievement it is

that, helped by Pakistani stupidity, the Prime Minister and

Jaswant Singh finally took Indo-American relations beyond
tired, mutually exclusive rhetoric. Will India risk all that to
court a despot, which is what China is? Some may argue that
the US courts the despot, too. But the calculations there are
different: a superpower trying to contain a pretender and try-
ing to force open its markets. India is not in that league.
Which brings in the second reason why Narayanan’s non-cere-
monial speech was off the mark. The Chinese are not interest-
ed in India’s offers of solidarity. They want US respect, capital
and tolerance of their appalling human rights record. India
figures nowhere and the Chinese see nothing to be gained by
upgrading bilateral relations. So, the President was really
speaking to an audience entirely inappropriate for his appeal,
and his speech was unmindful of India’s realistically assessed
interests. Better surely to concentrate on folk dancing.
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/ Czech model |

V¥ says BJP

v

not relevant to |
Lanka,

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JUNE 6. While expressing
strong opposition to any division
of Sri Lanka, the BJP today dismis-
sed the Czechoslovakian model of
separation suggested by the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. Ka-
runanidhi, as not relevant in the
case of the island nation.

“The situation is entirely differ-

ent in Sri Lanka,” the BJP vice-
president, Mr. Jana Krishnamur-
thy, told reporters. The creation
of the new states of Czech and
Slovakia was done on the basis of
consent, not confrontation. Also,
the decision on the division of
Czechoslovakia was taken with-
out third-party intervention, and
carried out in peace, not in war.

Mr. Karunanidhi, he said, had
talked of the Czech model during
a public meeting organised as
part of his birthday celebrations.
The BJP would rather go by the
statements he made on the floor
of the legislature. The Czech-type
solution was his personal view,
though it carried the weightﬁ(
that of the leader of the DMK.

But when it was pointed out
that Mr. Karunanidhi had stated
in the legislature that he would be
happy if Sri Lankan Tamils won a
separate Felam, the BJP leader

//‘said in that case, Mr. Karunanidhi
/ should have taken up the issue

with the Prime Minister, Mr. A. B.
Vajpayee, in New Delhi. The Chief
Minister was free to express his
views to the Prime Minister. But,
after the meeting with Mr. Vaj-
payee, the Chief Minister had ac-
tually gone on record that he
endorsed the Centre’s line on Sri
Lanka.

However, Mr. Krishnamurthy

did not agree that the Chief Min- .

ister was ‘‘playing a double-
game’’ and speaking in different
voices in Dethi and in Tamil Na-
du. Mr. Karunanidhi, he said, was
a seasoned leader and he repre-
sented a State which had interests
in the Sri Lankan matter.

Mr. Krishnamurthy denied that
the constituents of the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Alliance differ-
ed on the Centre’s handling of
issues arising out of the conflict in
Sri Lanka. The allies were free to
have their own views. Problems
would arise only if they disagreed
with the Centre’s line.

On the PMK founder, Dr. S. Ra-

madoss, equating the Sri Lankan
crisis with the fight for independ-
ence of Bangladesh, the BJP lead-
er said there was no link between
the two situations. As for the
views of the MDMK leader, Mr.
Vaiko, on Sri Lanka, he said Mr.
Vaiko had at first opposed the ex-
tension of the ban on the LTTE,
but supported it once the Centre
took a decision.

At the same time, Mr, Krishna-
murthy said the allies could have
avoided making statements
which gave scope for different in-
terpretations. Agreeing that the
coordination committee was the
right forum for the allies to air
their views, he said: “Old habits
die hard.”

Asked how India ¢ or¥ offer to
mediate b+ ankan

Governir
the latte
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”ﬁ distances Govt
from DMK chlef s

i
MINISTER Vajpayee has

tmed Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M. Karunanidhi's statement on
division of Sri Lanka as his "per-
sonal views" which do not signify
any change in India's position.

On his return here today from
Manali, Mr Vajpayee said the
DMK chiefs suggestion did not
reflect the” views of- the NDA,
which is committed to a common
agenda." )

The PM’s clarification comes
after Opposition demands that he
personally set the record straight
as Mr Karunanidhi's comments,
amounting to a call for splitting the
war-torn- neighbour, have evoked
sharp reackion from Colombo.

In a related development, the
DMK has-been invited to tomor-
row’s specially convened meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS). Union Commerce
Minister and senior DMK leader
Murasoli Maran would be a special
invitee at the meeting, the purpose
of which is to reiterate the
Government's commitment to Sri
Lanka's territorial integrity.

HYC, New Delhi




/

/P/M reﬁ&ct )

runanichi’s

proposal "
’ %D/\kl}y Harish Khare\;

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has virtyally rejected the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. Ka-
runanidhi’s views on a Czech-
like division of Sri Lanka. On his
return to the capital here from a
week-long holiday, Mr. Vajpayee
termed Mr. Karunanidhi’s pro-
posal as “personal view, or at the
most of his party” but not the
view of “the NDA or the Govern-
ment”.

However, as a sop to an impor-
tant ally, the Prime Minister has
invited the DMK’s senior repre-
sentative, Mr. Murasoli Maran, to
attend as a special invitee the
meeting of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security on Thursday. The
CCS is expected to discuss the
latest situation in Sri Lanka, and
Mr. Karunanidhi's proposal is
most likely to be taken note of.

Mr. Vajpayee said there was no
change in the Government’s pol-
icy towards Sri Lanka and that
India remained committed to the
territorial integrity of the island,
and that “we are for a peaceful
settlement of the ethnic strife
within the framework of Sri
Lankan unity.”

At the CCS meeting Mr. Maran
would hear for himself this une-
quivocal message, and the onus
of striking compatibility between
the DMK’s stand and the NDA
agenda would be on Mr. Karuna-
nidhi.
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" Left flays VV
Karunanidhi’'s #

| W/f‘?argument

By Our Special Correspondeht

! NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The Left parties
said today the Tamil Nadu Chi
- Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi’s
statement “‘defending” his con-
troversial remarks on Sri Lanka
had made things worse, and reit-
erated their demand that the
Prime Minister, Mr. AB. Vaj-

payee, rein in his allies. PU\A\

They were not impreséed with
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes’ “rationalisation” that
local political compulsions could
have been behind Mr. Karunanid-
hi's remarks, and senior Left lead-
ers emphasised that nothing
could justify the sort of things the
DMK chief had been saying.

The territorial integrity of a
country was too serious a matter
to be dragged into the compul-
sions of political parties. Senior
leaders of the ruling coalition
should be particularly cautious in
commenting on sensitive issues,
the CPI(M) and the CPI said.

“This is not an issue on which
local political compulsions can
dictate the approach or on which
individual constituents can air
their own views publicly,” the CPI
stated pointing out that the issue
concerned a “friendly neighbour-

{ ing country whose territorial in- |

tegrity is at stake'’.
I The CPI{M) repeated its charge

that there was “confusion’ within
the ruling National Democratic
Alliance and wanted the Prime
Minister to clear the air. It echoed
the CPI's view that the Prime
Minister could not remain silent
when his own allies were openly
making statements contradicting
the officially stated position of the
Government.

“Whatever the compulsions of
| running a coalition Government,
i the Prime Minister’s silence on
| such a sensitive issue cannot be

| justified,” the CPI general sgcfe-
i tary, Mr. A.B. Bardhan, sa/'e
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“Efforts onfor

soldiers’ release ,,

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE o \(Q el [‘\ \

NEW DELHI, June 8. — Efforts continue for the%}ease of the 23
Indian soldiers detained at Kailahun in Sierra Leohe. But the 213
other soldiers caught in a stand-off remain isolated with surface
access to the area cut off, except for food convoys.

The RUF field commander had yesterday assured the Indian
company commander at Kailahun that the Indian soldiers would
be released soon, & MEA spokesman said. India saw this as an

“encouraging” move. There was no threat to the lives of the
Indian soldlets, he asserted.

A team of senior MEA and defence officials and officers from the
Army headquarters was in Sierra Leone to look into all aspects of
the Indian presence there.

The team comprises MEA joint secretary Mr Dinkar Srivastava;
the DGMO, Lt. Gen. NC Vij; the J8S (G) in the defence ministry,
Mr BS Lalli; and Air Commodore Shah from the Air HQ.

The MEA spokesman ruled out a review of Indian participation |

in peacekeeping operations. He said India was in touch with all
relevant countries about the situation at the official level.

India stuck to its official line, saying its soldiers were caught a
“stand-off position” with the RUF in Kailahun, while reports from
Sierra Leone quoted UN officials as saying that they were sur-
rounded and negotiations were under way for their release.

Agency reports from Sierra Leone said a Jordanian and
Nigerian contingent had refused to obey the UN Force
Commander Lt Gen. VK Jetley.

Another report said an Indian contingent had taken control of
Rogberi junction after the Jordanians pulled back and the
Nigerians said they had lost too many lives.

. -~
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e -Mdia secure |

LN p@acekeepers

hetween Singh and Albright con-
=d mainly for discussions on
the planned visit of Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee to the US
sometime istSeftembe thisyear.
On nuclear non-proliferation,
-.Singh outlined the Indiafi position
on how the government had an
“obligation” to obtain “political
consensus” in this country over the
issue.
Albright was also told that In- -
“will be moving towards it (a-
ing national consensus) now .~

The disarmament issue ¢ D
when Albright em’phasisé-;‘ :
portance attached by W-
mgtvmg “priority” tor:" wl-
ation matters. '

* Onlndo-US rclatiox:;, Lo
cials said Albright re’ . US

- President Bill Clinto-’<" " *tation

to Vajpayee to visit 1+ 1> aiid in-
formed Singh how Clinton wants

to “personally reciprocate” the
warmth he got during his five-day
visit to India last March, v
Albright spoke about how Cliritoti
was “extremely happy’with the

visit matgked by “exceptlonalf
“She also expressed US’ desire to .

“USto help
India secure
release of its
UN soldjers

warmth”,

maintain constant dialogue with

India and referrest to ine possibili-

tiés-of further meetings bétween \

thie Foreign Ministers of the two mmg 2°7F '"”'f‘ \
countries at mtemanonal meet- — —
ings. United StateS hasassured

. Asecond meetmg betweeri Singh Tndih that it would take up with the
and Albng’t:tt is no:hr:ned 0!:11 dur; conderned authorities the issue of

+ - next month’s meeting o the safety of Indian peace-
JaeB Asian f]teg;onal Forum (ARF) E:Ssgm strife-torn Sierra Leone
in angko ‘ ' i “

even his New Delhi sought “greater
Noting that parleys with S‘ﬁsh Was | clarity” and cooperation to ensure
the only bilateral meeting Albright theirwell-being,

* hag during her three-day stay in External Affairs Minister
Warsaw, Indian officials said there Jaswant Singh told newsmen that
was a clear intention byboth the this assurance was given by US Sec-
sides in maintaining the momen- retary of State Madeleine Albright
turn of strengthemng%o‘US re- during their hour-long meeting on
lations ‘which was i t durin | e sidelines of an inter-govern-
Clinton’s visit. I mental conference on “Democra-
Singh said the situation in Jam- ticgovernance,” here last night.
and Kashmir figured atthe r Singh said the “difficult and
ing during a general talk o complex” situation faced by the In-
gional issues and asserted dian péacekeepers in Sierra Leone
was no particular focus or. figured prominently in the meeting *
mir issue. : . heldinthe Sheratonhotel.

“The Secretary of State was
fully supportive and very under-
standing of our concerns (over the
safety of the Indian peacekeepers)
and promised to discuss with the
concerned officials” Singh said.

Indian officials said Albright
made it clear that there was a need
* to ensure the safety of Indian
peacckeepers. .

. 'The situation faced by the In-
dian peacekeepers in the African
country is also expected to figure
during the planned mgeting be-
tween Singh and the UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan here-later to-
day. Issues relating to non-prolifer-
ation and disarmament also figured
along with bilateral and regional
mattersat the meeting

| CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘India, EU may solve textile trade dispute’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE <

LISBON, June 28. — India and the EU
should beible to resolve the textile trade
dispute in two to three months’ time. This
was stated by both the external affairs min-
ister, Mr Jaswant Singh, and the commerce
and industry minister, Mr Murasoli Maran.
But differences remain over the issue of
European punitive trade action on Indian
commodities.

The textile dispute started in 1997 when
the EU wanted India to lower duties on
some items the Union exports to India. As a
result of the EVF demand for lower tariffs,
the textile quota was not released for three
consecutive years. Some 8,000 tonnes of
Indian textile exports to the EU were held

up.

In May this year, the EU trade commis-
sioner, Mr Pascal Lamy, had announced
that 3,500 additional tonnes would be
released. This had followed extensive discus-
sions between the two sides, including visits
by the joint secretary, textiles, to Brussels in
January this year. At the Lisbon summit,

th@ énnes agreement was formally
accepted by the EU. The two sides also
agreed that the balance amount would be
released by the Union on India’s sorting
out the disputed tariff bindings on 71 other
items. This, Indian ministers said, will be
done in two to three months’ time.

The commerce minister also said that the
two sides held discussions on the market
access of products like basmati rice and
white sugar. On white sugar, India has
been promised utilisation of other countries’
unused quotas, the minister said.

However, the really thorny issues on
trade were not resolved. India and Indian
exporters have long been complaining
about the European Commission’s anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy procedures.
Since many of the Indian enterprises tar-
geted by these EC investigations are small
and medium scale businesses, legal and
other resources required to fight the quasi
judicial process prove to be extremely bur-
densome. Significantly, India is the most
targeted country under the EC’s trade
defence action procedures.

The EC has also been clubbing anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy investigations.
That complicates the legal process even;
more. Indian representations on this issue
have concentrated on avoiding, as far as
possible, the quasi judicial process and -
instituting a consultative mechanism for
sorting out complaints by European mdus-
try to the EC.

A working group on steel is already func-
tioning and its meetings with European
representatives have resulted in some
action on anti-dumping procedures against
hot rolled coils. Progress on setting up simi-
lar mechanisms is rather slow, Indian offi-
cials said. But the joint declaration, they
pointed out, promises to set up high level
economic and commercial dialogue, which
is, they claim, diplomatese for solving dis-
putes via trade, not court cases.

Indian exporters, particularly in steel,
pharmaceuticals and textiles, the three
most targeted sectors for anti-dumping
and anti-subsidy EC action, would certain-
ly hope the promise hinted in the joint dec-
laration is kept.




O years ago, Defence
Minister George Fernan-
des made repeated forays
in the realm of foreign policy
wreaking havoc in our rela-
tions with China. The minister
for external affairs, Jaswant
Singh, has been returning the
compliment in form more tan-
gible than speech. He has
appointed Arun Singh as “advi-
sor (security)” in his ministry.
The one line memo in-forming
officials of the appointment did
not mention his functions or
the nature of his work; his
responsibilities and those of
officials towards him.

The Prime Minis-

By AG NOORAN!

eign secretary. Nor is that all.
Arun Singh, Priya Sahgal
reported in Outlook, “is also a
frequent visitor to the briefings
at the Ops Room (military
operations room). At times he

-has also requisitioned a brief-

ing ... the Ops Room is located
at the MoD. And the briefings
are usually attended by mem-
bers of the Cabinet Committee
on Security.” ,

Friendship with members of
the defence services and efforts
to win popularity in those
quarters, doubtless, make mat-

N SINGH’S MEA-

Advisors Deform Institutions &%

tions more than one.

During the Emergency an
attempt was made to remove
the provision. On 4 August
1976, it was revealed that the
Swaran Singh committee had
suggested that such a provision
should be made, instead, by
“internal orders” of a confiden-
tial nature. The Rules of busi-
ness are a public document.
Therein lies the difference
between government under the
law and one by caprice. Indira
Gandhi sought to destroy
Cabinet government totally.

Advisors are a new breed;
but, their status and powers
come nowhere near

ter has a national
security advisor,
Brajesh Mishra. On
19 November 1998,
the government set
up a National Secu-

ence. Its secretariat
is drawn from the
former joint intelli-
gence committee.
The NSC’s second
tier, the strategic
policy group, has the
three service chiefs
among its members
besides the director,
IB. The NSC was set
up precisely in order

rity Council, headed (‘j/' 3

gy ek

those enjoyed by
Arun Singh. There
is a definitive state-
ment by a PM as
imperious as
Margaret Thatcher,
in the House of

by the PM, compris- @\«Q— ; — TCémmons on 10
ing, inter alia, the ¢ o= \ faaer April 1984. She dis-
ministers for exter- (= tinguished between
nal affairs and def- special advisors,

who were civil ser-
vants subject to the
rules of conduct in
the Civil Service
Code, and political
advisors who “are
not civil servants
and are not paid
from public funds”.
Harold Wilson for-
mally authorised
appointment  of

to streamline the
decision-making process. It is
trite to say that national secu-
rity is a wider concept than
military defence and that for-

" eign policy affects and, is in
turn, shaped by both. Every
cobbler must stick to his last,
meanwhile.*Joint deliberations
follow before the final product
is delivered.

OBSCENE

That a minister for external
affairs should take it upon
himself to have his own securi-
ty advisor in residence is incon-
gruous. That this advisor
should assume executive func-
tieps, with the minister’s
approval makes the incon-
gruity an impropriety. That he
should stretch his hands across
the rest of South Block and
steal eggs from nests in the
defence ministry renders the
situation ludicrously obscene.
Jaswant Singh’s Man Friday
heads the task force on the
management of defence, one of
the four set up pursuant to the
Kargil report. Reportedly, the
group of ministers handling the
report shot down Jaswant
Singh’s suggestion that Arun
Singh head all four.

This advisor (security) not
only receives visiting foreign
officials but also summons ser-
vice chiefs to meet the minis-
ter. One such meeting between
him and the army ch:ef, Gen
VP Malik was arranged last
month. This itself was grossly
improper; as improper as the
defence minister summoning
Indian ambassadors or the for-

ters easy for him, as does his
friendship with the minister
himself. It is institutional pro-
prieties which matter. Arun
Singh began by offering his
services during the Kargil con-
flict and was duly appointed
special executive assistant to
Jaswant Singh. He rose to
become “advisor”. He has,
apparently, access to confiden-
tial records without being
sworn to secrecy.

Jaswant Singh’s broad asser-
tion that “the MEA has a very
significant role to play in man-
aging national security, along
with the defence ministry” can-
not justify the grotesque proce-
dures he has unilaterally
devised. Conversely, foreign
policy bears on internal securi-
ty. Will LK Advani, the home
minister, be free to appoint
“advisor (foreign affairs)” with
power to stretch from North
Block to South Block and poach
on its turf?

IMPROPRIETY

The episode raises vital issues
of Cabinet government based
on the principles of collective
responsibility to Parliament
embodied in the Constitution.
It advisedly empowers (Article
77(3) the President to “make
rules for the more convenient
transaction of the business of
the Government of India, and
for the allocation among
Ministers of the said business”.
Rules of business have consti-
tutional sanction. A minister
who speaks on a matter that
does not fall in his domain
commits an impropriety. One

“®he author is a lawyer a”’s”ho actively poaches on anoth-
commentator on cuye er’s field flouts the Constitu-
affairs. " tion and undermines institu-

PV ol

political advisors by
Cabinet ministers when he
became PM in March 1974. He
defined their role in his book
The Governance of Britain.
They vet papers, chase
“Ministerial wishes”, “research
findings outside Whitehall”,
help in policy planning, liaise
with the party and interest
groups, and write speeches.

SELF-RESPECT
It is unthinkable that any
Cabinet minister would have
an advisor who can conduct
depredations into the ministry,
let alone other ministries, in
the Arun Singh manner. The
test is simple: is it open to a
minister to summon officials
from other ministries? If he
cannot, by himself, neither can
he through an aide. Nigel
Lawson resigned as chancellor
of the exchequer when he
found Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher’s advisor Sir Alan
Walters exceeding his limits.
No one expects George Fernan-
des to resign out of self-respect.
The impact of Arun Singh’s
doings on the morale of the
defence services and officials in
the MEA are not hard to imag-
ine. This is how services are
suborned. ZA Bhutto did no
small damage to Pakistan’s for-
eign service by letting in “later-
al entrants”. Officers on special
duty have a certain reputation.
So will advisors in India if this
example proves infectious.
Arun Singh’s appointment
and conduct would have been
unacceptable even if he were a
strategic thinker and planner
of genius. He is, in fact, a blun-
derbuss of proven record which
excellent connections obscure.
{To be concluded
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\ ONVENTIONALmsdom
- wasthat, with the advent of
< ,.the BJP government, In-
' dia’s relauons with the Is-
lamxcommmwmld gointoanegative

ﬂle“Hindunamnahstpamf’ projected
an assertive anti-Muslim approach in
India’s domestic and foreign' policy.

this anticipation. Though this exercise
failed due toKargi, Iridia hasbeen sen-

out to Islamic countries. During July-

ferences.

A process of reviving ocmnecuons"
with Islamic countries began after the

drift which charécterised India’s policies

towards Isdamic countries since the fall of -

the Narasimha Rao government. Signifi-
cantemhangwhavemkemplacebetween
‘Todia apd important Muslim countries

¢ Trkey, Indonesia-and Iran since the
beginning of this year. Prime Minister of
Turkey Bulent Ecevit came to India in
March. President of Indonesia’ Abdur-
rahman Wahid alsovisited Defhi. Jaswasit
Singh had g fruitful visit to Iran in' May
‘Where " t-President Khatemi and

fister, Kamal. Kharazi. A

rmmberof!ndianeommlcdelegaumm
',lmvebeenemmngedbetweenthecmn-
tries of the Guif and India. Ecevit's visit
aoquired significance when, despite Pak-
istani overtures and suggestions, he did
not go to Pakistan. The concerns of both
‘Wahid and Ecevit_about secessionist

movementsmthexrooummbackedby :

cross-border terrorism, were simifar to
those India has about developments in
Kashmir and the Northeast. There is also
. aoot}vemmeofstmteg\candsecxmtym-
terests between India on the one hand
and Turkey and Indonesia on the other,

east Asianregion,

‘Pakistani commentators have ac-
knowledged the phenomenon when
commenting on Ecevit's visit they said

spin. World media, labelling the BIP as -

Thishas notbeen the case inforeignre- -
lations. Vajpayee’s visit to Lahore belied -

sible aboutthennportanoe of reaching”
September 1998, Foreign Minister

Jaswant Singh met leaders of Indonesia
and Malaysia dufing the ASEAN con-

-scontext of our relations

_ian Republics. The initial

relating to Central Asia and the South- -

that “the point relevant here is that -
Thrkey possibly the only country with
which Pakistanis have a people to people
bond,mdxahasstmd(aoonunonchord
We caniot, therefore, hatbour any iltu-
sions about the extent of Pakistan’s inter-
national isolation.” Indonesia and Mal-
aysia have been supportive of India’s
incremental integtation into the Asian
Regional Security Forum over the last
fwoyears, Ind:alsmcreasmgnseontacts
with the secretariat of the
OIC.Thennnauv&takqn '
in relations with Iran by .
our government is of pat- ;
ticular significance inthe *

with Pakistan and ourin-
ferests in the Central As-

months of the ‘BIPled

government saw Iran ca-
refully assessing its for-

JN.Dlxn

Indlancoopemuonmdevelopmgnssur~ )

face transportation facilities and ports.
Given India’s hostile relations with Pak-
lstanandﬂletenmmandm\oextaNam

Afghanistan, Iran is the only conduit

' tlmughwh:cMndmmnmtablshdqser
- relations with Central Asian

stretching from Turkmenistan in the %
west and Kazakhstan in the east. India *
and Iran have shared concens about the

“Tatibanisation ofAfghamstanwhrhmn ‘

generate, centrifugal im-
“pulses in both. They share
wornesaboutﬂ)epexsem
tion of Shias in Pakistan.
Even on Kashmir, Irap’s -
! stand is nuanced .and re-
- sponsive to India’s concern
-about its unity and territor- -
-ialintegrity. .
Iramsa]somenwsnp-
ply natural gas'through a
dzrectpnpehnelmlnnglran

Strengthenlng of our ties with Iran, Egypt,
Turkey and the Gulf countries has served to
ynderscore Pakistan’s Increaslng isolation in’
the intemational arena

eign pohcy orientations towatds Islamlc
countries. By the end of 1998,andthebe—
ginning of 1999, Iran as well as other Is

lamic countries realised that the notiors
) abcmtthegovemmentbemganh—lslmmc

oguntries were erroneous.
Jaswant Singh svmtto’[éher;mdm—
ing the second half of May is the culmi-

nation of the process of the meaningful -

revival ih Indo-Iranian relations. What

- areﬂletangiblemtemwbidluhderpm
these relations? Tran néeds friends as’
, wellasoooperaﬁonwnmfnendlyooun

tries to break out of the isolation im-
posed on it by the West. India needs in-
ﬂmnualfnendsmﬁxelslaxmcworldto
oo\mterPahstamhostihty Inchahasthe
interest of ¢ energy resdurces
ﬁmnlrmanduﬁhsmgxtasamarketfor

* Indian exports. Iranwould be interested
in India’s technological knowhow and-

" high-level contacts betw

,mmhkeomanandAmﬁluﬁ%m

Improved tles W|th the Islamlc world

| ajpayee belies fears

Allthese prospectsofcoopemtlon
were part of Jaswant Sipgh’s discussions
with President Khatemf and Foreign

- Minister Kharazi. Theirjoint directive to

the Indo-Iran Joint Cmmmonwasto
structum pohcm

Vwe-Prmdent She
to 'Cairo in mxd—Jtme

dia was actively mstmmental in suj
porting Iran’s admmmﬁiﬁ-lS The
vxsxt also provided an ity for
India and
Egypt. Kant's discussiofis with Presi-

‘ dentHosmMubarakfoqgsedonrewv

ing bilateral relations. The " distance

- which had; gevelopedt Between India -
: andEgyptdurmgPuésftkﬂtAnwarSa— ‘

dat’stime is fading away.
_ The prospects of Indlas relatlons

nomic

1992, the delay in finalising

* arrangements to nnplement them and
. in the decision-making precesses here

* . have resultedifthese countries gulling |

andlndlamrovughPaldstaintermmy ina -
ot

project in which India is§

-about which India has p‘dmall and

strategic doubts as the pipeline passes
throughPahstamtemtory Recent re-
ports are that Iran has persuaded Pak-
istan to-allow the pipeline to go through

'with a promised royalty of 700 million to’

800 milion dollars to Pakistan, provided
Pakistan assures safety of supplies to In-

" ‘dia. The Ambanis are reportedly inter-
- ested in linking the pipeline with thelr

Gujarat refinery project.

In broader terms, Inglia is aware of
Iran's inffuential voice in the Organisa- -
tion of Islamic Countries. I isalso an in-

- fhuential voice in the Organisation of Pe-
‘ uolelmExporung(hmtrm'Ihmate

alSo prospects of defence cooperation
beweenthetwomtermsofkamaQ's-

qumements.

\

" inthese for nearly three decades.

back from some of the projects. In the

‘shghﬂylongertzml,maeaseofnmnew

indigenous manpower in these coun-
tries will result in reduced employment
opportunities for Indians in them: They
are in the process of introducing pro-
gressive restrictions on immigration for

"long-termstay of foreigners. Thiswill af-

fect the skilled and semi-gkilled work
force ofmdlanswhohavebeenstaymg

The thres pronged policy being fok-
lowed by the govemnment towards Is-
lamic countries is practical: firgt, to ex-
- pand political contacts with them;
secondly, to increase contacys with the

OICSecretariat; and, thirdly, foexpand |
. economic and technologml ooopera

INDIAN gxp- o

N NEYRPL

AAN EXPREE .
u a‘N EXP»»«_

29 jup 20



Perverting Constittion |

} HREE Bs — Operation
: Blue Star (1984), Exer-

cise Brasstacks (1987),
and the Bofors scandal (1987)
proclaim Arun Singh’s worth in
authentic writings. Mark Tully
and Satish Jacob record in

By AG NOORANI

L V4
related decisions being taken
between the Minister of State
and the Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee.” This is the same Arun
Singh style of work we are wit-

ARUN SINGH’S MEA-II

ndefensible
o

o
-

crores to hush up t e\matter
before the elections. Well
before he spoke on 11 May,
Arun Singh had read the
ofors papers published in
he Hindu on 22 and 27
pril 1988.

their book Amritsar
President Zail
Singh’s painful visit
to the Golden Tem-
ple three days after |7
the army attack. It [}

was telecast on DD.
“Politically con-
scious viewers no-
tice Mrs Gandhi’s
watchdogs following
him wherever he
went. One was her
own Personal Assis-
tant, RK Dhawan ...
The other was Arun
Singh, Rajiv Gan-
dhi’s closest advisor.
' He had been one of
those monitoring
Operation Blue Star

Arun Singh was
made the minister of
state for defence on
25 September 1985,
when the Bofors
negotiations were
entering “a crucial
final state”. On 25
November 1985, the
Swedish under-sec-
retary of state, Carl
Johann Adberg, met
Arun Singh in Delhi.
Minutes of this
meeting recorded by
Adberg show that
“the subject of kick-
~| backs was dis-
cussed”. Arun Singh
told Parliament on

e 11 May 1988: “Ac-

on behalf of Mrs
Gandhi and her son. The two
had been sent to make sure
that the President neither said
nor did anything untoward” —
an admirably dignified task to
undertake and in good compa-
ny with a Dhawan.

PROVOCATION

The operation was foolishly
conceived and ineptly executed.
Lt Gen K Sundarji, GOC-in-C
of Western Command, who was
in overall charge and had com-
manded the eventual assault
which he had not foreseen, was
promoted as army chief. In
January 1987 his ambition and
folly nearly brought us to the
brink of war-with Pakistan.
His successor in the Western
Command, Lt Gen PN Hoon
(retd), mentions in his memoirs
Unmasking of Secret Tur-
bulence his talk with Rajiv
Gandhi on 15 January 1987 at
Army House: “I said that with
the planning and deployments
that had gone into the
Operation it was obvious that
we wanted to provoke Pakistan
into war.” To his credit, the
PM, who also minister for
defence, defused the tension.
But Lt Gen Hoon is emphatic:
“Sundarji’s and Arun Singh’s
plan was to provoke Pakistan
into a war with India, to thrust
a war on the country ... Arun
Singh backed Sundarji all the
way but the Government did
not know about it.”

Five scholars (Kanti Bajpai,
" PR Chari, Pervaiz Iqgbal
Cheema, Stephen B Cohen and
Sumit Ganguly)who did a
detailed study Brasstacks and
Beyond describe how and when
“the Prime Minister appears to
have lost confidence in Arun
Singh who, although minister
of state for defence, was de
facto defence minister”. Arun
Singh and Sundarji briefed the
press. “Communications within
the defence apparatus were
disrupted with the Ministry of
Defence being kept on the
periphery and all Brasstacks-

nessing now. The then Cabinet
secretary, BG Deshmukh,
wrote last year that Arun
Singh “was completely bowled
over by the Service Chiefs”.
Arun Singh deserves praise
for his famous note on 10 June
1987 urging cancellation of the
contract with Bofors. Rajiv
responded with characteristic

boorishness. Arun Singh re-

signed on 18 July. But in a
speech in the Rajya Sabha, on
10 August 1987, with full
knowledge of Rajiv’s attempts
at cover up and reason to sus-
pect his complicity, he defend-
ed him ardently: “I hold today
that there is not a single thing
the Prime Minister has done or
his government has done that
could suggest in terms of any
proof at all that we (sic) are not
trying to find out who, what,
when and where. And that is
what is important.” This denial
of a cover-up was false to his
own knowledge. He was not
frank with Parliament.

KICKBACK

Sundarji’s disclosures in 1989
of Arun Singh’s note, casts a
darker hue on this speech.
There is a whole chapter on
him in Prashant Bhushan’s
excellent book Bofors: The
Selling of a Nation. In another
famous speech, on 11 May
1988, Arun Singh suggested
that Bofors return the money
but “we should not cancel the
contract”. The author remarks:
“Completely contrary to what
he knew the Army Chief had
recommended, and completely
contrary to his lecture on the
disastrous consequences of
questioning the Army Chief’s
opinion about something with-
in his province, Arun Singh
told Parliament that cancella-
tion was unacceptable from the
security point of view. Is that
the utterance of a man who
resigned to protect the honour
of the Army Chief on this very
subject?” In 1989 Rajiv tried to
get Bofors to return the Rs 64

tually what was dis-
cussed was that there should
be no kickback.”

HUMILIATION

Prashant Bhushan meticu-
lously lists and documents the
misleading statements Arun
Singh made on 21 April 1987
and 11 May 1988: “He was
brought to the Ministry at a
crucial time when the contract
negotiations entered a crucial
phase. That he was heard to
discuss kickbacks in the deal
by Swedish officials on at least
two occasions in July and
November 1985. That he mis-
led the Parliament on 21 April
1987 by saying that Sweden
had agreed to inquire. That he
misled Parliament again on 11
May 1988 by advising against
cancellation and not disclosing
Sundarji’s advice about cancel-
lation. That even when he stat-
ed that Bofors had committed a
beach of trust, he did not want

to get to the culprits who had

corrupted and looted the nation
but instead wanted Bofors to
pay back a part of the loot and
that too on the inducement of
getting lucrative future con-
tracts.” He clung on even a
year after his humiliation at
Rajiv’s hands.

The author is fair to him.

Unlike Rajiv, Arun Singh was .

not corrupt. He did advise
Rajiv in private to do the
decent thing; in public he cov-
ered up for him. In an inter-
view he gave in 1990 Sundarji
expressed his hurt at Arun
Singh’s studied silence and
omission to back him in the
disclosures he had made in
1989 on the fateful happenings
in June 1987 concerning both
of them. With Arun Singh the
personal factor predominated
over the national interest.
Perverting the Constitution
and deforming institutions are
intrinsically indefensible; more
s0 to promote a man of proven
incompetence and infirm char-
acter.
(Concluded)

PTL AN
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India has been eager to take part in previous EU-ASEAN sulnmits,
and thanks to the initiative taken by Portugal — the outgoing
chairman of EU — India has finally been recognised for its potential
role both in economic and strategic spheres, in the international
system. Though some of India’s perceptions on the future of global
strategy were articulated earlier during President Clinton’s visit to
this country, Prime Minister Vajpayee clearly declared this time
that India prefers multipolarity, as a multipolar world is likely to be
stabler: This is a world-view shared by Russia, France and China.
The forthcoming summits with President Vladimir Putin, President
Clinton and Prime Minister Zhu Rongje will help India further refine
the concept. The idea of a multipolar world — polycentric system
would be a more appropriate term to use from the Indian point of
view — has been there for quite some years: Professor Henry
Kissinger in his book Diplomacy visualised a global balance of power
between the US, China, Russia, European Union, Japan and possibly
India. In the early ‘90s many observers had serious reservations
about India’s will to power and its ability and inclination to play the
role of a balancer. Economic liberalisation and the Shakti tests made
it clear that India had moved out of the era of pious platitudes and was
seeking an autonomous strategic space in a polycentric world.

When China was cited as the main reason for India’s nuclear tests
people were not speaking of Chinese military threats to Indian
security: India had to acquire the autonomous strategic space in a
polycentric world alongside China, or else be consigned to its margins.
Indeed, economic liberalisation and high growth rates and India’s
status as a nuclear weapon state are all symbiotically related. The role
India seeks to play is also in a sense a logical extension of the earlier
non-alignment strategy which has to be distinguished from its
membership of the non-alignment movement. In the Cold War era,
when the world was divided into two adversarial blocs, non-alignment
was, in fact, a sophisticated balance of power game. It was not balance
of power in the 19th century sense which involved small wars to
maintain the balance. The nuclearised global order has to maintain the
balance without wars among nuclear weapon powers. The internation-
al system is developing the rules of the game for such an order. While
the Indian Prime Minister is signalling to the world that India is
capable and is willing to play a global role, one wonders whether his
colleagues have understood his vision and are prepared to help him to
realise it. The extremism and intolerance of some sections of the ruling
party and the parochial mentality of others — all of which remain
uncontrolled — do not go well with such grand global ‘visions’.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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