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NEW DELH]I, Jan 20. — With the “proposed viXit” to India of
President Clinton having figured at two recent high-level Indo-US
interactions, the speculation over whether it would actually take
place has somewhat abated — but has thrown up the tricky ques-
tion of whether Pakistan would be included in the same trip.

India would “not be enthused by that” is the view being taken in
South Block, where, officially the President’s trip is still deemed a
proposal since no dates have been formally announced.

Yet a green signal is discerned in the matter having been dis-
cussed in the latest round of talks between the external affairs
minister and the US deputy secretary of state, as well as during
the interaction between the Prime Minister and the US treasury

India would welcome the visit as confirmation of the storm over
Pokhran-II having decreased in intensity, for which other signs
are available too, but would that cutweigh the fallout of the US
President visiting Pakistan a few days before or after his stay
here? That would appear to be the current concern in South
Block.

The concerns flow from several factors, and go beyond India’s tra-
ditional unhappiness at the US equating both nations despite
what the external affairs ministry maintains are glaring dispari-
ties. More so, because after Kargil, India felt that it had succeed-
ed in cracking that equation and correcting what had often been
seen as an American tilt towards Pakistan.

Even while conceding that the US administration has consistent-
ly sought to ensure that Pakistan did not fail, and that it does
have an agenda in which Pakistan has a role to play in the region,
external affairs ministry sources feel that a presidential visit at
this time would endorse the current situation in that country.

VISIT: tenchmarks to be examined

(Continued frem page 1)

What the external affairs min-
istry will be taking a hard look
at are the benchmarks which
the Americans would set for
the visit. In that context much
focus would be given to the out-
come of the current visit of two
senior US diplomats to Islama-
bad. The Americans would cer-
tainly like Gen Musharraf to
create conditions facilitating a
visit. The crux, for India at
least, would be the precise
nature of the conditions.
Should there be no major
changes in the situation in Pak-
istan, India would view a trip
by President Clinton as not
merely legitimising the military
set up there but actually revers-

ing the strong position taken by
the Commonwealth in Durban
last November. A position
forged by strong opposition to
the Army take-over spearhead-
ed by countrties like Nigeria,
Guyana and Bangladesh.

The international community
has in several ways expressed
disapproval of the manner in
which Mr Nawaz Sharif was
overthrown, even though the
coup may have been bloodless.
That officials of Britain and the
US may have since visited
Pakistan has irritated some
quarters, a Presidential visit
would aggravate that further.

Pakistan contends that if the
US President visited only India
it would provoke strong anti-
American feelings, and boost
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the activities of certain right
wing forces there. India would
ask what Pakistan has done,
both Mr Nawaz Sharif and the
General, to curb those forces.
And point to the upsurge in ter-
rorist activity since the coup.

With Gen Musharraf almost
universally deemed the archi-
tect of Kargil — which the
international community had
widely condemned — India
would consider a presidential
visit at this stage most inop-
portune, it would flash all the
wrong messages.

Even precedent does not req-
uire an American President
pay simulatenous visits to both
countries, South Block con-
tends — Mr Jimmy Carter vis-
ited India alone.
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Terrorlsm will be
- fought: Jaswant

MUSCAT, JAN. 23 The External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
today refuted criticism that India
had become a ‘soft state’ in the
aftermath of the recent Indian
Airlines hijacking crisis. He as-
serted that “India’s fight against
terrorism has not been diluted
and will continue relentlessly. We
are not a soft state,” at a question-
answer session with members of
the Indian Economic Forum here.

He said during the hijacking
crisis, saving the lives of innocent
passengers was the most impor-
tant concern of the Government.
“Hijacking is cruel and a chal-
lenging dilemma any Govern-
ment can face because the targets
are innocents. It is not a combat
like the Kargil operation. Saving
the lives of innocent people was
uppermost in the mind of the
Government while dealing with
the crisis,” he said.

On the issue of signing the
Comprehensive Test Ban treaty
(CTBT), he asserted that New Del-
hi’s stand would be decided in the
Indian Parliament and not in the
U.S Senate. “We will take a deci-
sion on the issue after the re-
quired degree of political
consensus keeping in mind the
national interest,” he said.

Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Singh
said, was an integral part of India.
“Pakistan’s claim over Kashmir
has no locus standi.”’

India will relenttessly pursue its

case for a permanent member-
ship in the United Nations Securi-
ty Council. He noted that more
and more western countries were
coming forward in support of In-
dia’s claim. “It was now becom-
ing clear to the world community
that a country of India’s size
could not be kept out of the Secu-
rity Council.”

On the Kargil war, he said, the
restraint exercised by India had
come in for appreciation from the
entire world community. “We ex-
ercised utmest restraint and yet
defeated the enemy. Even in the
hijacking crisis, the national in-
terest was not compromised.”

Mr. Singh appealed to NRIs in
Oman to work for strengthening
relations between the two coun-
tries in diverse fields. “India’s
time in global affairs, both in po-
litical and economic arena, has
come,” he said.

‘Not a political forum’

Meanwhile, the two-day ex-
traordinary ministerial meeting of
the Indian Ocean Rim Association
for Regional Cooperation (IO-
RARC) concluded this afternoon,
endorsing India’s suggestion that
the Association should keep con-
troversial political issues out of its
agenda and concentrate on trade
and economic matters.

India has all along held the view
that the 19-member grouping
should not touch political issues
as that would derail it from its
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avowed objective of promoting
trade among member- countries.

New Delhi reiterated its view-
point in this regard at the com-
mittee of the senior officials
meeting, which came in for ap-
preciation from all quarters.

Addressing a press conference
at the conclusion of the confer-
ence, Oman’s Minister for For-
eign Affairs, Mr. Yousuf Bin
Abdullah, said “There is a desire
on the part of every member-
country to avoid controversial is-
sues.” He said there were many
important trade and economic
matters on which the IORARC
could concentrate instead of
wasting its time on political is-
sues.

The Omani Minister's state-
ment assumes significance
against the backdrop of Pakistan’s
frequent attempts to become a
member of the grouping.

Many members of the Associ-
ation feel that if Pakistan were al-
lowed to join the grouping,
Islamabad would use the Associ-
ation’s forum to rake up bilateral
disputes with India, thus making
it an organisation meant only for
political speeches.

Mr. Jaswant Singh, who repre-
sented India at the conference,
said the meeting had demonstrat-
ed the will and determination of
the member-nations to promote
trade amongst themselves. —

UNI //
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Jdia should give
asylum to Karmapa,
says Dalai Lama (W \

The Times of India News S

AR: The Dalhi
Lama feels that
the Indian gov-
ernment should
give asylum to
he Karmapa,
who fled Tibet
nd came to this
country in the
face of ‘‘reli-
gious _suppres-

Dalai Lama

sion”.\ . '2'

The Dalai Lama has expressed
his views in a recent letter to for-
mer Lok Sabha Speaker Rabi Ray,
in which he thanked the latter for
his stand on granting asylum to the
Karmapa.

Mr Ray had earlier urged prime
minister Vajpayee to grant asylum
to the 14-year-old boy-monk Ur-
gyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th
Karmapa, who fled from his Tsur-
pu monastery in Tibet and surfaced
at Dharmasala in Himachal
Pradesh earlier this month.

Mr Ray, while referring to India’s
rich tradition of religious tolerance,
stated that the then PM Jawaharlal
Nehru had granted asylum to the
Dalai Lama in 1959 in gimilar cir-
cumstances. s %, 6 M

In his letter thle Dalai Lama said
he could understand the “cautious
stand of the Indian government”
on the matter. “But it would be a
terrible mistake both for India’s
image as well as in substance if he

i (the Karmapa) is not allowed to
| stay on in India.”

He said he was “convinced” that
the young Karmapa had escaped
Tibet because he did not find it
possible to pursue his religious
studies and practice satisfactorily.
“We have clear evidence that con-
trary to superficial appearances,
there are restrictions and suppres-
sions of religious freedom in Ti-
bet,” he alleged.

He said he had already written to
the PM highlighting the past con-
duct of the Karmapa, which, he
said, “clearly indicates strong char-
acter and a correct stand on issues
relating to his religious practice
and the welfare of the Tibetan peo-
ple”.

He, however, regretted that there
jwas factionalism among the Kar-
. makagy themselves, thus “compli-
. cating” the matter.

“Despite this, I believe if the
young Karmapa can remain above
these factions and concentrate on
his studies, he will definitely be
able to make considerable contri-
bution not only to his own tradi-
tional lineage, but also to Tibeta
‘Buddhism in general.” /
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Delhi braces for

G

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Jan. 29: Keen on a
visit from Bill Clinton, South
Block is preparing for a situation
where the US President’s itiner-
ary may also include a stop-over
in Pakistan.

Ifthat does happen, New Dethi
may take it in its stride without
much of a clamour to ensure that
the long-awaited Clinton visit
here passes off without a hitch.

“Can you impose conditions
on a guest you have invited to
your house?” a senior foreign
ministry official said in response
to a query whether the Indian leg
of Clinton’s trip would be called
off if he were to visit Pakistan as
well. “How can you say if you
come to my house you can’t go to
somebody else’s house?” the offi-
cial asked.

Publicly, however, Delhi has
not stated any of this. It has not
even given its final approval to
dates suggested by the US on the
presidential visit, since Washing-
ton has not indicated officially
whether Clinton would also go to
Islamabad. But signals from
South Block suggest that India is
preparing the ground to ward off
possible criticism if the US head of
state goes to Pakistan.

“How are we to react if the US

Clinton J’ak Visit

says if ydu come to our country
you cannot go to Cuba or Iraq?” an
official argued. He said the deci-
sion would be Washington’s and
Delhi had no say in it.

The Vajpayee government is
reluctant to make its displeasure
known about the Pakistan visit as
it may amount to an admission of
its failure to deal with the US.

Since  foreign  minister
Jaswant Singh started his talks
with US deputy secretary of state
Strobe Talbott, South Block gave
the impression that bilateral rela-
tions were on a new high.

“Paradigm shift” is the
coinage the foreign ministry used
to describe Indo-US relations
under the new dispensation in

Delhi. However, after one-and-a- !

half years and several rounds of
talks between Singh and Talbott,
the two sides do not have much to
show. Though Washington has
made the right noises from time
to time, not much has been
achieved.

Pak ignores US warning

Pakistan today dismissed an ap-
parent warning from the US that
it could be branded a sponsor of

terrorism if it continued to har- -

bour outfits like the Harkat-ul Mu-
jahideen, saying there is no war-
rant for any warning, adds AP.
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'GREAT REFUGE

PP Yhe Indian government put a cautious foot forward
I about the karmapa with the defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes, announcing that the leader of
Tibet’s third largest Buddhist sect could stay in India for
the time being. Given that most Tibetan refugees in India
live in a kind of immigrant limbo, and even the dalai
lama does not have fullfledged political asylum, this tem-
porary stay can be expected to eventually metamorphose
into permanent residency. Indian officials have quietly
indicated that the karmapa will not be returned to China
against his will. Though it may seem be to a product of
indecision, New Delhi’s mimima }sm is merely a mani-
festation of caution. (1~ \0

India has reasons to move slowly. First, there
some uncertainty over the karmapa’s motives in le
China and coming to India. There are the additibnal
problems of two rival claimants to the black hat crawn
and the sect’s influence in the border state of Sikkim.
This is little helped by the arcane and opague manner in
which Tibetan spiritual leaders communicaté with the
temporal world. And unlike the older dalai lama who is
experienced in the ways of the world, the karmapa isa 14
year old who has rarely been separated from his Chinese
handlers. Second, India has been carefully repairing the
diplomatic bridges it burnt in 1998 when it declared the
Pokhran nuclear tests were aimed at China. New Delhi
will undo this damage control if it shortsightedly triesto
use the karmapa’s arrival to embarrass Beijing. If, as
seems likely, the karmapa is a genuine refugee, China
will suffer a great loss of face irrespective of what India
does. After all, the Tibetan leader was handpicked by
Beijing and showcased as the shining success of their
minority policy. By letting the karmapa stay, but delay-
ing his recognition as Tibetan Buddhism’s humber
three, New Delhi maximizes its policy options.

A low key response would be in line with India’s gen-
eral policy on Tibet. Though New Delhi officially recog-
nizes Chinese suzerainty over Tibet and has a ban on
anti-Chinese actions by Tibetan refugees on its soil, it
has been extraordinarily generous in providing sanctu-
ary and assistance to Tibetan refugees. This has allowed
it to have the best of both worlds. The Tibetan presence
helps confirm India’s liberal credentials and its status as
the world’s largest democracy. The refugees also provide
India a potential public relations weapon in case rela-
tions with China ever sour. On the other hand, by ensur-
ing Tibetan denunciations against China are made out-
side the subcontinent, Beijing is reassured that India is
interested in constructive relations with its northern
neighbour. It should always be remembered that while
the Tibetans deserve moral sympathy, they are too weak
to win back their homeland through their own efforts. If
there is a “Tibet card” it is lost in the China deck. If Tibet
is granted independence or autonomy, it will be because
of major internal changes inside China. Such an up-
heaval is not impossible, but it is more crystal gazing
than certainty. Such an assumption cannot be the basis
of India’s Tibet policy. New Delhi’s overall goal should be
to help Tibetans and Chinese to arrive at a mutual settle-

-ment that will stabilize India’s northern border and
staunch the refugee flow. New Delhi can position itself as
being the facilitator of such an agreement. Playing host
to the karmapa only strengthens India’s ability to ac-
complish this goal.
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THE Karmapa Lamaconko-
versy has taken a new turn with the
mentor of the India-base
claimant to the religious title,
Shamar Rinpoche, accusing
Union Ministers George Fernan-
des and Ram Jethmalani of lobby-
ing within the Government to get
the China-backed Karmapa in-
stalled at the Rumtek monastery in
Sikkim.

Disputing the claim of 14-year-
old Orgyen Trin-
ley Dorji, who
arrived mysteri-
ously from

i China on Janu-
ary 5, Shamar
pledged to send
his candidate,
16-year-old

Thaye Dorji, to
Rumtek to take
over the legacy

sent in France

China cautions

B PUNE: CHINESE ambassador in In-
dia Zhou Gang on Monday asked India
to ensure that the 17th Karmapa Ugyen
Trinley Doriji did not use Indian soil to do
any political activity against China and
damage Sino-indian refationship.

At a time when the relations between
India and China were improving and
both the sides contemplating to initiate

mediapersons here.

Femandes lobbying for -
Karmapa: Tibetan guru

and is due back next month.\H'(
lives in a monastery in Kalimpong,
“I want the Karmapa in India
to get the Rumtek monastery and
the Rumtek crown because they (
are in India. Let the Chinese
Karmapa keep the Tshurpu
monastery which is in China. |
There is no problem in having two -
Karmapas of the Karma Kagyu
sect,” he told The Indian Express in
an exclusive interview today.
Shamar is said to be first in the
hierarchy of the sect’s spiritual
leaders who were appointed as re-
gents till the
17th Karmapa
Lama came of
age. The sect
was split when
Shamar refused
to recognise the
Chinese-sup-
ported Karmapa
who was “dis-
covered” by the
second regent,

; security dialogue at high level, it was Tai Situ Rin-
of heading the imperative on the part of India to see Interest-
wealthy Kagyu . poche. Inte

Y Th that the relationship beween the two ingly this
i;’C%. is at p?ée countries was not damaged, Gang told éONTD ON
o1ji -

Ferna
“Karmapawasaccept

the faction fight.

The controversy lay dormant for several years afte‘r the bloody clashes
. at Rumtek in 1993 only to resurface now with the appearance of China’s

} Karmapa candidate in India.

des lobbying

by the Dalai Lama as we| 631

PAyJ

ding anotherangle to

1

Shamar traced this development to the revocation (;f the exterment
order against Tai Situ in August 1998, which he claims was done under
pressure from Jethmalani and George. Tai Situ was externed in 1994 for

suspected anti-India activities.

“Jethmalani was Situ Rinpoche’s lawyer and Fernandes is a close
friend of his main administrator in India, They are daring to do all kinds of
things and are putting all effort to get the Chinese Karmapa to Rumtek,”
Shamar charged. He warned that it would be “very embarrassing” for
everyone concerned if the Karmapa Lama anointed by him was stopped

from going to Rumtek. “He has valid travel documents (a diplomatic
,  bassport courtesy the King of Bhutan), not like the Chinese Karmapa,
- and can move freely in India. He has also applied for political asylum here
but because of pressure from Fernandes and J ethmalani, his application is

stuck,” Shamar alleged.

Disputing George’s remark yesterday that the Chinese visitor was wel-
come to stay for a while if he so wanted, Shamar said, “The boy and his

attendants, alf of whom are Chinese citizens, came to India without avisa.
Does this mean that any spiritual leader, even the Mahayana monks from
Beijing, can come to India without a visa?” He also questioned the claim
i, | thatthe Karmapa had fled religious persecution by the Chinese authorities.

“Heisa VIPin China. All his expenses are being taken care of by the Chi-
nesc Government. He is in a very comfortable position. So there is no
question of violation of human rights,” he insisted.

He accused Tai Situ of “using” the boy to gain control of the Rumtek
monastery. “People in western countries are very naive about human
rights. Situ Rinpoche type of people take advantage of thisand bully India

on this issue,” Shamar declared.,

At the same time, Shamar maintained that he was sanguine that the
China-backed Karmapa would not be aliowed by the Indian Government
to reach Rumtek. “The logicisvery clear. If China has sent him, how can In-
dia keep him here? If the Situ Rinpoche groupin India hasstolen the boy,
how can China keep quiet? So he will have to £0 back to China or go
somewhere else. Or he can stay here asa guest of Fernandes and Jeth-
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India, US resume CTBT talks
in run;up to Clinton visit

H.S. Rao
LONDON 18 JANUARY

INDIA AND the United States,
on Wednesday, resumed talks to
narrow their differences on the
~ Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), disarmament and non-
proliferation in the run-up to US
President Bill Clinton’s likely visit
to New Delhi in March.

External affairs minister
Jaswant Singh and US deputy sec-
retary of state Strobe Talbott be-
gan their two-day 10th round of
parleys here in a veil of secrecy
with officials from both sides un-
willing to disclose the venue of the
talks.

The two leaders had met in
November 1999 in Londen during
which New Delhi and Washington
had agreed to intensify contacts at
all levels and to lay the foundation
of a broad-based forward looking

C)

Jaswant Talbott

relationship between the two
countries.

The issues discussed by them
were disarmament and non-prolif-
eration with emphasis on CTBT,
the Fissile Material Cut Off Treaty
(FMCT), control over exports of
sensitive products and technolo-
gies and defence strategies.

The discussions coincide with
the visit to New Delhi of US trea-
sury secretary Lawrence Sum-
mers, who handed over a letter
from President Clinton to Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Last month’s h1]ack1ng of the

Indian Airlines plane and Pak-
istan’s involvement in it might
also figure in the two-day dialogue.

The two leaders also may con-
centrate on reducing tension be-
tween India and Pakistan and oth-
er issues of mutual concern, offi-
cial sources said.

Mr Talbott had recently said
in an interview to an Indian dai-
ly that the previous rounds of
talks had established the foun-
dation for a far better under-
standing between the two coun-
tries on these issues, but it did
not mean that they had reached
an agreement.

India has made it clear that
while it is working on a broad-
based consensus on CTBT, it
hoped Washington would lift

sanctions against New Delhi to
create & gohducive environment.
/ — PTI

Clinton for stronger ties with
India, l%gks forward to visit

New Delhi  ©(
18 JANUARY |

SENDING CLEAR signals that
the US was keen to step up in-
vestment in India, President Bill
Clinton has conveyed to Prime
Minister Atal Bebari Vajpayee
that he wanted to “look forward

rather than backwards”
‘ “I carry a letter from the
President, making clear how
much he’s looking forward to
visiting India, and also making
¢ clear that the set of issues
. around economic potential was
¢ one of the jssues important to
! him,” the visiting US treasury
! secretary Lawrence Summers
told reporters after delivering
a letter from Clinton to Vajpay-
ee,”
: This assertion by Clinton as-

sumes significance as the United
, States had 1mposed economic
* sanctions against India after the
Pokhran nuclear tests in May
1998. With gradual improve-
ment in Indo-US relations in the
last eight to 10 months, the US
had eased the sanctions in some
of the areas.

Asked whether it was not un-
usual for the President to visit a
country against which the US had
imposed sanctions, Summers
said, “Washington has friendly
relations with India and desired
to have a close relationship in the
| years ahead.”

“If the President visits, he
will be looking forward rather
than backwards,” he said. The

To BE OR NOT T0 BE: Atal Behari Vajpayee with Lawrence Sammers at

his office in South Block on Tuesday

four-day visit of Summers is to
prepare the groundwork for
Clinton’s visit expected in Febru-
ary or March.

“We discussed Clinton’s visit
to India and the meeting was
fruitful,” Summers said soon af-
ter his 30-minute meeting with
Vajpayee.

Summers, who arrives in
Bangalore on Tuesday night, also
met finance minister Yashwant
Sinha and senior Congress leader
Manmohan Singh. The progress
of India’s economic reforms fig-

The Ecenomic Times
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PTI

ured prominently in the discus-
sions.

Summers, who is the high-
est-ranking US official to visit
India since the nuclear tests,
said he talked about “prospects
of co-operation between the
world’s oldest and the world’s
largest democracy. It was a very
warm meeting” with Vajpayee.

The US treasury secretary
said Washington would like to
keep economic and security is-
sues in south Asia on “separate

tracks.” / — PTI
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| EATERNAL POLITICS: INDi4 BECOMES

[CONVERGENCE POINT FOR FOREIGN POWERS

GET, SET, GoH: Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong with his
Indian counterpart in New Delhi on Tuesday AFP

Singapore PM keen
on IT, finance
tie-ups with India

v
New Delhi O (\/

18 JANUARY :
INDIA AND Singapore, on Wednesday, agreed to explore the poten-
tial for enhanced cooperation in diversified areas including financial
and information technology. H

Visiting Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, who met Indi- :
an leaders, said it was in New Delhi’s interest to further open up the
IT and banking sectors.

Mr Goh met President K.R. Narayanan and held wide-ranging dis-
cussions with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and ministers of
finance, trade and industry with special attention on giving a fillip to
economic ties between the two countries.

Mr Goh, who arrived here on Monday night on a six-day visit,
said Singapore was keen on broadbasing its relationship with India.
“I want India to look towards Southeast Asia, Asean and Singapore,” |
he said.

He added: “Our relations are very good but unfortunately due to :
the recent economic crises in Asia our contacts slowed down and I am, :
therefore, here to strengthen our ties.”

Speaking at a banquet hosted in honour of the Singapore premier,
Mr Vajpayee spoke on the problem of terrorism which had affected :
many parts of the region as was witnessed during the recent hijacking :
crisis. :

“We need collectively to face up to this modern day scourge. There
are no international boundaries to terrorism,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee said small arms and other more deadly weapons
were easily available in the arms market for a price.

“Most of these are funded from the drug trade which is an equal-
ly deadly scourge of the last century which will continue well into the
new millennium if no serious collective action is taken to combat it,”

he warned. %
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X By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHH, JAN. 14. As the Government brainstorms
the fallout\of the defection into India of the 14-year
old Karmapa, Ugyen Trinley Dorje, three possible
options stahd out. According to highly-placed Gov-
ernment sources, decision-makers are studying the
implications of either granting asylum to the teen-
aged monk or accepting his de facto refugee status.

| His deportation to China so far has not found favour
i with.

But a powerful section in the official establish-
ment, while agreeing that the Karmapa’s deporta-
tion to China may have negative domestic
consequences, insists that Dorje’s stay in India may
jeopardise the national security interests. In fact,
shifting him to any of the strongholds of the Kagyu
school of Buddhism, which he heads, suits India
best, they say. The Kagyu school has an estimated
global following of five million Buddhists and a
spread of about 300 monasteries all over the world.

The Karmapa'’s presence may have a negative fal-
lout on India’s ties with China. Already grappling
with Pakistan to counter terrorism, India can ill-af-
ford to open another channel of politico-military
tensions with China, defence sources say.

As it is, the Karmapa’s defection is shrouded in
mystery, though a larger international connivance is
not being ruled out. A section of the Government
feels that the Karmapa could not have crossed Tibet
without China’s knowledge. Sources say the Karma-
pa escaped from the third or fourth floor of the Tsur-
phu monastery, near Lhasa, late last month. He
supposedly travelled by jeep along the single pot-
hole- ridden road which leads out of Lhasa. The road
then runs along a river bed. Curiously, the vehicle
carrying him and six of his colleagues crossed seven
bridges which are said to be manned by the Chinese
round-the-clock before entering Nepal.

The defectors are said to have crossed the Indian
border somewhere near Gorakhpur in eastern Uttar

Karmapa’s stay in India_ "

Pradesh. Sources here find it highly improbable that
the Karmapa evaded the Chinese vigilance net
throughout his journey to Dharamsala.

In case there is a Chinese hand in this episode, it
can have larger security implications for India, Gov-
ernment sources on conditions of anonymity said.

The presence of the Karmapa in India can gener-
ate pressures for his transfer to the sensitive border
State of Sikkim. The Kagyu sect, headed by the Kar-
mapa, is headquartered in the Rumtek monastery in
Sikkim.

Rumtek is not an ordinary monastery and houses
the treasures brought into India by the 16th Karma-
pa, who escaped with the Dalai Lama in 1959. Be-
sides its riches, the wealthy monastery houses the
black hat, symbol of the final authority of this sect.
With Rumtek having an international following, it
has grown in size and influence over the years.
Sources say its clout extends beyond the clergy and
also rubs on the political and economic elite in the
State and beyond. If the teenage monk stays in India,
pressures to take him to Rumtek will mount. Already,
there are reports that key leaders of the sect want
him to be shifted to the monastery in the eastern
Himalayas. According to press reports, the Tai Situ
Rimpoche — a U.S.-educated monk who has been
one of the four regents involved in the selection of
the 17th Karmapa after the death of the 16th — has
already stated that the Dorje’s ultimate destination
will be Rumtek. If this happens, it could help China
acquire a lever to influence events in this border
State, analysts say.

As it is, India’s' sensitivity towards Sikkim are
heightened on two counts. China has not formally
accepted Sikkim’s merger with India. Besides, the
State is not far from Arunachal Pradesh whose status
has also been disputed by China. The possibility of
the extension of external influence, however indirect
here, can affect security along India’s eastern bor-
ders.

YHE HINDU
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" MEA volleys

Karmapa ball
into Chinese court

&
(\i S(qx QQ}{\( Our Political Bureau \I’\\\Q

NEW DELHI 14 JANUARY
INDIA HAS put the Karmapa ball neatly into China’s cm}\, by asking
China to provide details of the young monk’s flight from Lhasa. In the
first official meeting between the Chinese and Indian governments on
the issue, the Chinese ambassador, Zhou Gang on Friday met joint sec-
retary (East Asia), T.C.A. Rangachari in South Block this afternoon,
where “the Chinese side has been asked to share specific details regard-
ing his departure from Tibet, the route taken and other relevant details.”

The substance of the message delivered to the Chinese government
is designed to put India in the clear regarding suspicions of India’s role,
if any in the monk’s flight.

The Chinese foreign ministry first acknowledging the Karmapa’s de-
parture had said, quoting a “letter” left behind that he had travelled to
India to secure the “black hat” and other musical instruments which
should be possessed by the Karmapa.

Subsequently, however, the Chinese foreign ministry, in an attempt
to deflect embarrassing questions about the possible “defection” of the
Tibetan spiritual leader, issued a statement reminding India of its com-
mitments regarding Tibet and the status of Tibetans in India, making it
vaguely sound like a veiled threat.

With India’s statement on Friday, the ministry of external affairs
(MEA) wants to publicise that first, India had nothing to do with the
young monk’s flight, and second, to clarify China’s role in it.

If the Chinese government can provide details, then the lama’s
“flight” will be regarded more in the nature of a ‘plant’. On the other
hand, the Chinese government’s lack of knowledge will bring to the fore
the fact that even Beijing-appointed Tibetan lamas can and do defect to
less oppressive societies.

However, the government wants to be extremely correct in its rela-
tionship with China . India and China are expected to celebrate 50 years
of diplomatic relations with the president,travelling to Beijing later this
year. The MEA told Mr Zhou that “Urgyen Trinley Dorje, accompanied
by six others arrived in Dharamshala on January 5, 2000.” He was in
“good health” and was being provided “appropriate security cover” as
he was staying in a monastery near Dharamshala.

An MEA statement on the 25-minute meeting with the Chinese am-
bassador declared “India and China noted with satisfaction the sound
momentum in bilateral relations and the process of improvement and
development of these relations on the basis of Panchsheel by concerted
efforts of the two countries.”

Economic Times
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Andia will not
grant asylum
to Karmab [N

. THE GOVERNMENT of| India
will not allow the 17th Karmiapa to
visit the Rumtek monastdry in
Sikkim. Nor will it grant him asy-
lum in this country. While the gov-
ernment’s policy towards the boy-
monk is still evolving, highly-
placed sources told The Hindustan
Times that the decision on Rumtek
and asylum had already been
arrived at.

Ever since the Karmapa arrived
‘in India, the government has grap-
pled with the mysteries surround-
ing his flight from Tibet. The
Karmapa’s seat is Rumtek, where
his traditional headgear, the black
hat, is located. But the monks at
Rumtek do not recognise this
Karmapa and have their own can-
didate. They see this Karmapa as a
Chinese protege. ,

Accordingly, when he first turned
up in Dbarmasala, several govern-
ment analysts concluded that the
story of his flight from Tibet had
been manufactured. He was, they
believed, here at the behest of the
Chinese who wanted him to take
over Rumtek from his rivals and to
recover his black hat.

Over the last few days however,
the government has also heard a
contrary view from experts who
believe the boy-monk when he says
he fled from the Chinese. These
experts point out that the incident
has severely embarrassed Beijing
and brought Tibet to international
attention. Why, they ask, would
the Chinese want to stage an
episode that strengthens the char-
acterisation of them as oppressors
of the Tibetan people?

While the hardliners — who say
that the Karmapa is a Chinese
plant — still hold sway in the
Home Ministry and the security
services, there is now some sympa-
thy for the Karmapa’s claim that
he fled Tibet on his own.

Nevertheless, the government is
still too uncertain of the true facts
to take any decision. The Prime
Minister, who has been briefed on
the situation, has advised caution.
His view is that to allow the
Karmapa to reach Rumtek might
be to play into China’s hands.

Equally, New Dethi is hopeful of
an improvement in relations with
Beijing and is concerned that if the
Karmapa is really telling the truth,
then his presence on Indian soil
could become an irritant between
India and China. Hence, the deci-
sion not to give him asylum.

HTC, New Delhi
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Jndia keeps mum over
Karmapa’s ‘escape’
u

Apratim Mukarji H/\ A
New Delhi, January 10 ~

AS BEIJING continued its
inscrutable reticence over the sen-
sational escape of the 17th
Karmapa Ugyen Trinley Dorje (14)
into India, New Delhi too main-
tained silence over the develop-
ment. few e

The options” for the Indian
Government, however, appear to
be eminently limited. Since the
17th Karmapa is already in Indian
territory, without a valid visa, he
can either be deported to China or
be granted refugee status so that
he can continue staying.

India is quite unlikely to extend
to him political asylum, which
would be construed as an overtly
unfriendly act by China with imme-
diate ramifications for the not-so-
stable bilateral relations.

While a deportation order
appears unlikely too, the most like-
ly choice would be granting him
the status of a refugee on the
grounds that he is the highest
priest of the Karma Kagyu sect of
Tibetan Buddhism and has a

world-wide following] including a
large number of follopers in India.
In any case, China's rdaction to any
Indian decision that falls short of
the Lama's deportation can only
unfold itself in the coming days. ...
Meanwhile, uUsS Special
Coordinator on Tibet Julia Taft
began her four-day visit to India
today with a courtesy call on
Foreign Secretary Lalit Mansingh.
Many speculate that her visit is
possibly linked with her visit to the
Karmapa's escape from Tibet.
Denying any connection between
the US official's visit and the sud-
den arrival of the Lama, official
spokesman for the External Affairs
Ministry said that Ms Taft would
be visiting centres of Tibetan
refugees at Dharamsala as part of
her job, involving US assistance for
rehabilitation programmes fot
refugees. The spokesman also
denied reports that the Dalai
Lama had requested India to
extend political asylum to
Karmapa. "No formal request for

asylum has been received,” he sgid.
As for any informal vequestafade,
he pleaded ignorance.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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No asylum to
Karl?lapa for now

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11. After discussing
the wider implications of the de-
fection from Tibet of the 17th Kar-
mapa, Ugyen Trinley Dorje, at the
highest level, India, for the mo-
ment, is said to have decided
against granting political asylum
to the boy monk. At the same
time, New Delhi, is opposed to his
deportation. Consequently, New
Delhi may accept the Karmapa’s
de facto refugee status.

Upholding the principle of
non-involvement in religious af-
fairs, the Government is likely to
steer clear of any internal dispute
triggered by his arrival. The Kagyu
school of Buddhism, of which the
Karmapa is a spiritual leader, has
a following of five million people,
spread over 300 mongsteries
around the world. {71 {

The identity of the 17th Karma-
pa is in dispute within thejKagyu
school. The Rumtek monagtery in
Sikkim, which is the headgdarters
of the Kagyu school, does not rec-
ognise Ugyen Trinley Dorje as the
17th Karmapa.

The Chinese have so far avoid-
ed formally communicating to In-
dia on the escape of the Karmapa
from Lhasa. India, on its part, has
also apparently not informed the
Chinese authorities about his ar-
rival.

Not surprisingly, the Foreign
Office spokesman today declined

to comment on the reported

The 17th Karmapa, Ugyen
Trinley Dorje — AP

veiled warning by China against
granting political asylum to the
Karmapa.

The Foreign Office spokesman
here, however, said the Govern-
ment of India was ‘‘not aware” of
any such communication from
Beijing. He also rejected media
reports which sought to portray
that the Western nations were ex-
erting pressure on India to grant
asylum to the Karmapa. He reit-
erated that India was yet to take a
decision.

In response to questions, he
said the Government had not re-
ceived any formal request for
granting asylum to the boy monk.
He also refused to spell out a
time-frame for taking a decision

THE HINDU
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on the Karmapa’s political status. |
“I don’t know how long it will |

take”, he said.

The spokesman declined to
compare the defection of the Kar-
mapa to that of the Dalai Lama
who was immediately granted
asylum by India in 1959.

The Home Ministry team,
which had visited Dharamsala, to
take stock of the situation has re-
turned to the capital.

U.S. official meets ‘
Dalai Lama’s aides
PTI reports from Dharmasala:

The visiting U.S. Special Coor-
dinator for Tibet, Ms. Julie Taft,
had an unscheduled meeting with
the aides of the Tibetan spiritual
leader, Dalai Lama, here today.
Afier the meeting, she was ready
to part with information about it
to presspersons but was repeat-
edly restrained by the officials of
the Tibetan-government-in-exile.

Ms. Taft, however, said she ap-
preciated India’s act in giving
shelter to Tibetan refugees. She
also commended the ‘judicious’
use of funds for the welfare of the
refugees. 1

Meanwhile, the spokesman for
the Tibetan-government in-exile,
Mr. Tashi Wangdi, declined to ;
comment on China’s veiled warn-
ing against India’s possible grant-
ing of political asylum to the 17 th
Karmapa. ‘

Asylum not yet sought: P?ée 13
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India agrees to ift impo\rl/

curbs on 1,40

CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA
WASHINGTON, JAN12 [ A
Gy

AMERICA Online will not be
the only US enterprise making its
presence felt in India. While the
world was partying towards the
end of the millennium last fort-
night, Washington and New Delhi
quietly concluded an agreement
under which India will lift what is
called quantitative restrictions on
imports of 1400 American prod-
uctsinto the country. .

That means American agricul-
ture products, textiles, and more
consumer goods in Indian mar-
kets. Under the agreement, signed
onDecember 28 but disclosed only
on Monday by the US Trade Rep-
resentative’s office, India has com-
mitted to lift half of the restrictions
within three months; the remain-

ing half of the restrictions will be

lifted by April 1?“ \

The deal brings Yo a closure a
longstanding disputd between the
two sides that had betleviled trade
ties and resulted in & prolonged
spat before the WTO tribunal.
The agreement was struck appar-
ently by the Deputy USTR Susan
Esserman during her visit to New
Delhi in November last year. Al-
though a similar Indian deal with
European Union and Japan lifts
the QRs by 2003, the US has ex-
tracted abetter deal advancing the
deadline by two years.

“Eliminating these restrictions
will provide— for the first time in
fifty years for some products—
market access opportunities for
U.S. producers in key sectors such
as textiles, agriculture, consumer
goods and a wide variety of manu-
factured products, and at the same
time will stimulate investment,

products

competition, and economic activ-
ity in India,” US Trade Represen- |
tative Charlene  Barshevsky |
crowed in a statement.

The agreement still leaves
more than 1600 items in the re-
stricted list. India was forced into
the deal after the WTO Appellate !
Body last August rejected New |
Delhi’s plea that its balance-of-
paymentssituation justified import
restrictions. The US argued India’s
BOP had improved and the re-
strictions were not warranted any-
more. It also prompted the IMF to
testify before the WTO that India
no longer had a balance-of-pay-
ments problem that justified these
restrictions. India countered that
it would lift QR only after its BOP
position improved on a “sound
and lasting” basis and began its in-
ternational trade battle by initially

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Yifting of import curbs

offering to remove QRs in nine
years and later reduced it to seven
years. But the US did not bite even
that offer. Although some Indian
experts feel the lifting of QRs
would endanger India’s economic
security, Barshevsky maintained
that “with respect to India’s do-
mestic economic situation, the
elimination of this regime of im-
port restrictions will permit the
growth and competition that will
raise economic welfare levels and

INDIAN EXPRESS
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stimulate entreprenkun'al ctivity
in the Indian private sector that be-
gan with the reforms earlie} this
decade.” While the lifting of QRs
may be a body blow to the
swadeshi lobby in India, it signals
the way of international trade in
the new era. India has also won dis-
putes before the WTO tribunal—
and against the United States at
that. New Delhi has successfully
contested US restriction on import
of shrimps, textiles, and garments.



Karmapa keen on
staying | in India

(’K}A By Jagdish Bhatt

e Times of India News Service
McLEODGAN] (H.P): The 14-year-old
Karmapa Rimpoche has expressed a desire
to stay in India, preferably at any of the
Tibetan monasteries in the Dharamshala
region. Talking to a delegation of the Bharat-
Tibet Sahyog Manch and Indo-Tibetan
Friendship Association on Wednesday, the
Karmapa said India is a great country with a
rich culture and deep-rooted traditions
besides being home to many religions. “As
far as possible, it will be my endeav-
our to stay within the region of
Dharamshala,” he added.

The delegation members were
asked to speak their mind and then
listen to the Karmapa. They were
told by the Tibetan security person-
nel that no questions were to be put
to the Karmapa. The Karmapa,
looking  completely  relaxed,
appeared far more mature in his

they were asked to take off their shoes.

The delegation was taken up a flight of
stairs to the fifth (top) floor where the
Karmapa was seated on a sofa with a brass
idol of Padmasambhava on a table before
him. He said he was happy there were Indo-
Tibetan friendship assoctations in India that
were working for the cause of Tibetans.

“I am happy that these two associations
have come through their delegations to
meet me and have welcomed me to stay in
India, preferably at Dharamshala,” he
added.

Welcoming the Karmapa to
Dharamshala and India, Sunil
Manocha, general secretary of the
Bharat-Tibet Sahyog Manch, said it
was a matter of pride for India that
the Karmapa had come here.
Similar sentiments were expressed
by Ajay Singh Mankotia of the
Indo-Tibetan Friendship
Association.

mannerisms than his
age would suggest.
Though he was speak-
ing through an inter-
preter, his eyes shone
brightly and his face lit
every time he spoke.
The meeting, fixed
through the office of
the Tibetan Welfare
Association and its
head Dawa Tsering,
took place at the Gyuto
Ramoche Temple
where the Karmapa
has been staying along
with his - entourage
after he was shifted
from the Chonoor
Guest House in
McLeodgan;.
Although the meet-

Karmpa

China to annoint Tibetan
as ‘Living Buddha’
BEINNG: China’s atheist rulers plan
to ordain the reincarnation of a
Tibetan “lemg Buddha" this month,
government - officials  said on
Wednesday, » week after one of the
Himalayan region’s top Lamas fled (0

The cabinet’s state ethnic affairs
commission had on Tuesday approved
theselechonofatwo-yemldho as
the reincarnation of the sixth Rezhen,
who died in February 1997, an official
of the Lhasa city government said
over telephone,

An cial announcement was
expected this week or next. (reuiers)

The Karmapa pre-
sented red knotted rib-
bons to all members of
the delegation. The
knot in the ribbon signi-
fied a prayer for good
health, happiness and
prosperity to whom it
was given.

Meanwhile, an emer-
gency meeting of the
Kashag (‘parliament of
the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile’)  was
convened on
Wednesday evening.
All eight members of
the Kashag were called
for the meeting.

Sources said the
meeting had been con-
vened in view of the

ing was scheduled for 12 noon, the seven
members of the delegation had to wait for
nearly two hours as the Karmapa was in
deep meditation. They were taken to the
basement of the centre where they were
frisked by Indian and Tibetan security per-
sonnel. Their cameras were impounded and

veiled threat given by China to India asking
it not to give political asylum to the
Karmapa. They said the Chinese statement
was being taken seriously by the Tibetan
government- in-exile, éspecially as the
Karmapa had yet to be granted political asy-
lum in India. :
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Indﬁ says no to Clinton mediation

USA blind
- 1o Pak
terrorism:

Fernandes

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 5. — India
today lashed out at the USA
for its refusal to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state.
| The defence minister accused
. the Clinton administration of
" turning a “blind eye” to cross-
border terrorism
in the region,
while the exter-
nal affairs min-
istry rebuffed the
US President’s
new year agenda
of “easing ten-
sion between
India and Pakis-
tan” in 2000.
The Prime
Minister, howev-
er, refused to
comment. “No
comments. I
have read the
reports,” Mr Atal

back to

PAK CLERK EXPELLED

KATHMANDU, Jan. 5. —
The Nepal government has
ordered expulsion of a clerk
in Pakistan Embassy at
Kathmandu for his involve-
ment in an Indian currency
racket. Asim Saboor was
caught with fake Indian
bank notes worth Rs 50,000
on Sunday. He was handed
the
Embassy along with the
order to leave Nepal within
72 hours. — AFP

Wars: and
Options”.

The minister accused Pakistan
of holding a nuclear threat to
India in its continued assertion
that it could wrest Kashmir
without facing any challenge.
“They (Pakistan) held out a
nuclear threat to us on 31 May
1999, and did
it again yester-
day without
absorbing the
real meaning |
of nuclearisa-
tion — that it«]
can deter only
the wuse of
nuclear wea-
pons, but not
conventional
war.”

Mr Clinton’s
new year agen-
da of easing
tension bet-
ween the

Parameters

Pakistan

Behari Vajpayee
said at an iftar party hosted by
Mr HD Deve Gowda.

But his defence minister
did not mince words in
his attack against the USA.
“When it comes to (Osama) Bin
Laden, the US fires not one but
scores of missiles with high-
precision technology that it
possesses.”

“What the USA and the world
need to realise is that terror-
ism understands no borders.
Therefore, to aim at Bin Laden
and overlook what is happen-
ing across the borders in India
at the hands of Pakistan, is not
addressing the question,” Mr
George Fernandes declared.

He was speaking to reporters
after inaugurating a seminar
on “The Challenges of Limited

neighbours left
the external affairs ministry
similarly unimpressed.

“As far as Indo-Pak relations
are concerned, we have said
time and again that both
countries under the Shimla
Agreement are committed to -
addressing issues bilaterally.
We do not see the role for a
third party,” a spokesman
asserted.

While Mr Fernandes iterated
the Prime Minister’s remarks
about attempts to have
Pakistan declared a terrorist
state, the spokesman refused
to be drawn out on any specific
steps that might be taken.

UK toes US line: Britain, too,
has ruled out declaring
Pakistan a terrorist state, |
adds PTL
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NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. India today ruled
out any role for the United States
in resolution of Indo-Pak prob-
lems but said it has a convergence
of interest with Washington in
; combating terrorism and wanted
i Pakistan declared a terrorist state.

This was stated by an External
Affairs Ministry spokesman when
asked to comment on the U.S. an-
nual National Strategy Report
presented to Congress by the
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, de-
claring that easing of tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan would
top his agenda this year.

“We do not see any role for a
third party” in the resolution of
bilateral issues between India and
Pakistan, he said.

On the issue of Pakistan being
declared a terrorist state especial-
ly in the wake of evidence estab-

THE HINDU
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“"No role for U.S. in
. Indo-Pak. row .

lishing Islamabad’s “gofmection
and complicity” in the hijacking
of the Indian Airlines flight, he
said, “The U.S. is aware of our
concerns’’ since various terrorist
groups such as Harkat-ul-Ansar
and Lashkar-e-Taiba were based
in Pakistan. : \

Asked about steps belng taken
by Nepal to combat actlyities of
Pakistan’s ISI in that couptry, he
said “there is scope fon much
greater cooperation with Ir\dia on
the preventive side*'.

To a question if India was con-
sidering giving recognition to the
Taliban militia, he said, “The fun-
damentals of the our foreign pol-
icy on Afghanistan remain
unchanged and we continue to
recognise the government of Prof.
Burhanuddin Rabbani as the le-
gitimate government.” — PTI
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_~ Govt. to inquire into Lama’s arrival

PALHRA By Harish Khare 9| {

NEW DELHI, JAN. 8. While the authorities in Dharmasa-
la (in Himachal Pradesh) have been able t§ confirm
the arrival on January 5 of the Tibetan spiritual lead-
er, Karmapa Lama Ugyen Trinley Dorje, a central
team, consisting of officials of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs and the Home Ministry, is likely to visit
Dharamsala to try to understand the background
and reasons for the “escape” from Lhasa.

The sudden arrival of the spiritual leader, regarded
as the third highest ranking Tibetan, in Dharmashala
has taken the authorities by surprise; and, there is a
scrambie to try and understand the significance of
the development.

All that a spokesman of the Ministry of External
Affairs would say was:“We are inquiring into the cir-
cumstances attendant upon the sudden arrival in

India of the Lama as also into the consequences of
it.” The was the first and only official reaction.

It is also learnt that the Union Government has
advised the Himachal Pradesh Government to beef
up security around the Chinar Guest House, which
even otherwise is a protected area and houses the
Tibetan government in exile. C A My

Meanwhile, the Tibetan government-in-exile was
reported to have observed in Dharamshala that
when the 14-year- old Lama reached its headquar-
ters, he was accompanied by his 25- year-old sister
and five others. However, the government-in-exile
denied any involvement in the escape of the Lama.

According to preliminary information available,
the Lama left Lhasa on December 28 last year on his
trip.

‘Karmapa escape a ploy’: Page 10
~
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<'As welcome as ever,

Indla lives up to its |ma e by sheltering the boy Lama

ER what circumstances and in what
manner the boy Lama fled his monastery
\ home in Tibet and reached Dharamsala—
a distance of 900 km over mountainous terrain —
remain a mystery but the import of the develop-
mént cannot be overlooked. It denotes a body blow
to China’s religious policy in that Communist China
hag been projecting the 14-year-old Lama, believed
to be a reincarnation of the 16th Karmapa, as a
counter to the Dalai Lama. The young Karmapa
heads a powerful sect, whichwas one of the first to at-
tract Western devoteesin large numbers. Eversince
iginstallation, whichwas shrouded in oontmversy,
1992, China has been claiming that it had estab-
lished complete control over Tibet. How facetious
that claim was has been proved by the defection of
the Lama, whose religious authority is accepted al-
most across the Buddhist spectrum. That it hap-

almost immediately after China’s state-

batked Catholic Church consecrated five bishopsin
defiance of the Pope’s authority lends it greater im-
portance. China is yet to control the fast-growing
Falung Gong sect despite all the repressive mea-
sufes used against its adherents. All this indicates
that the Chinese religious policy is in a shambles.

; Theyoung Lama was important to the Chinese
notbecause they respected the religious sentiments
of the Tibetans but because they wanted to counter
the growing international influence of the Dalai
Lama. His defection shows that the Chinese have
no clue to the minds of the tradition-bound Ti-
betans for whom a life without religion is unthink-

le. The integration of Tibet as a part of China
may have been complete according to the Chinese
ut their moral rights over Tibet will now come un-
r increasing scrutiny. In the end, all this may add
upYo nothing aslong as the monolithic Communist
Party holds the state in its grip and China enjoysin-
ternational clout commensurate with the glant

techriological, industrial and military stndcs it has

made in the recent past.

The arrival of the Karmapa poses a diplomatic
challenge to the country. Questions will certainly
be raised about India’s relations with China. In
granting him sanctuary — if that indeed is the right
word — India has only lived up to its image built
over the millennia as a refuge for the persecuted.
The sentiment that weighed with India was much
the same when in the first century or. thereabouts
the Jews were given shelter and in 1959 the Dalai
Lama was allowed to come and set up camp with
his followers at Dharamsala. The hospitality ren-
dered to the Tibetan Buddhists all these 40 years
has not been at the cost of the abiding and good
neighbourly relations India has with China. Many
Chinese leaders, including the head of state, have
visited India during this period. India has been
steadfast in its belief that Tibet is an internal affair of
China and that what kind autonomy should be
granted to Tibet is a matter to be sorted out be-
tween the Tibetans and the Chinese. The arrival of
Karmapa does not, therefore, signify any change

in India’s time-tested policy. He is as welcome as

the senior Lama was 40 years ago.

INDIAN EXPRESS

10 JAN 20D



_—~MEA slams civil aviation

41-bed pom
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \~ ¥ed from the other passengers,

NEW DELHI, Dec. 31. — The
external affairs ministry has
been strongly critical of the
arrangements made by the
civil aviation ministry for the
passengers who returned from
Dubai on Christmas Day.

According to the Prime
Minister’s Office, the Minister
of State for External Affairs,
Mr Ajit Panja, has complained
about the chaotic situation at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional airport here when the
hostages returned, and recom-
mended immediate action to
make the civil aviation min-
istry more disciplined to deal
with emergencies.

The report assumes signifi-
cance in light of the criticism
from relatives and friends of
the hostages as well as certain
officials that the government
machinery was just not geared
to cope with such a situation.

The failure of the civil avia-
tion ministry, said the report to
the PMO, and the mishandling
led to further suffering of the
hostages.

According to the despatch, the
arrangements for the passen-
gers and their relatives at the
airport was very poor. When
they landed, the medical team
sat idle as they did not know
what to do. Neither did they
have anybody to guide them.
The hostages were not separat-

adding to the confusion.

The report said Civil Aviation
Minister Mr Sharad Yadav’s
address could not be heard.
There was also no microphone
to address the Press and
inform the anxious relatives.
Worse, the senior police officers
left as soon as Delhi Lt
Governor Mr Vijai Kapoor and
Chief Minister Mrs Sheila
Dixit left the airport.

The confusion was compound-
ed as there weren’t enough cars
to take the hostages home and
no one had a clue what to do
with them. Even an hour after
the flight landed, hostages were
roaming around the airport.

Relatives and friends of the
hostages had earlier charged
the government with failing to
do enough.

On 27 December, angry rela-
tives even marched to the Prime
Minister’s residence after
storming Rajiv  Gandhi
Bhawan, headquarters of the
civil aviation ministry, where
the crisis management group
was monitoring situation.

Two days ago, it was reported-
ly decided that information on
the hijack crisis would be chan-
neled through the PMO, the
external affairs ministry
and the Press Information
Bureau.

Airport security: The hijack
crisis has forced the civil avia-
tion ministry to accept in prin-

THE STATESMAN
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ciple the proposal for an inde-
pendent agency to look after
security at all airports and deal
with similar exigencies.

The ministry has asked the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity to prepare a comprehen-
sive proposal on the training.

Since 1996, said one official,
there have been several propos-
als to the ministry to launch an
agency for airport security, but
could not make headway
because of its financial implica-
tions. The recurring expendi-
ture, according to one proposal,
was to be about Rs 2 crore
annually. There are 128 air-
ports in India, of which 66 are
functional.

An official said the latest pro-
posal for airport security was

prepared after lapses w?e'
found during the mock hijack-

'ing conducted last year. The

police at IGI airport didn’t
know what to do when the
hijack call was made.

It was felt that the state
police could not look into secu-
rity aspects of the airpart.as.it
is different from normal duties,
with frequent transfers of air-
port policemen a hindrance to a
foolproof security system.

Studies show that policemen
are not sufficiently trained to
tackle hijacks, lack motivation,
do not have requisite power of
observation and are not suffi-
ciently informed about civil

_aviation laws.



Jndian diplo

Apratim Mukarji pe
New Delhi, December 31 124% \

DESPITE THE sigh of relief being
heard around thé world at the
near-bloodless termination of the
Kandahar hijack, Indian diploma-
cy once again faces uncomfortable
questions about its sagacity, far-
sightedness and efficacy in a crisis
situation.

Apart from reinfpreing the sense
of instability in
nuclearised South Asia,
the hijack and the manner
of its termination, with all
their attendant ramifica-
tions,have only accentuat-
ed India's image of a soft
State. Many problems our
diplomats might face in the after-
math of Kandahar might arise out
of this international perception.

The international reaction since
December 24, when the plane was
commandeered from Kathmandu,
has at best been correct in con-
demning the act.

But India's case that the hijack
was yet another manifestation of
the proxy war that its pathological-
ly hostile neighbour wages, is yet to

FLIG

cy faces many posers-

e taken note of.

Indian diplomacy would score if
the hijackers' Pak-links are recog-
nized by the international commu-
nity. However, with the hijackers
managing a safe passage, the
prospects of such an eventuality

appear bleak. {} _ . P
The patentlygnag:e talﬁe a‘)s(ﬁ’g%%?
of the IC 814 hijack was India's

total helplessness in dealing with
the Taliban, the fundamentalist

militia that have ruled the major
part of Afghanistan for over three
years. Other than adopting a stiff
anti-Taliban policy, which is logical
both historically and strategically,
New Delhi has over the last three
years, done precious little to
defend its interests in the war-torn
country.

As India beseeched the Taliban's
help in the hijack crisis, the world
remembered its constantly repeat-

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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TERROR

ed charge that the Taliban and
Pakistan together are at the core of
the burgeoning campaign of inter-
national terrorism spreading fast
across Russia, Central Asia and
South Asia. At the outset, there
was an impression that New Delhi
would-- once the crisis was
resolved-- have little choice but to
recognise the Taliban regime.
Indian diplomacy does not, howev-
er, immediately face such a daunt-
ing prospect.

While the Taliban have
ostensibly done a good
deed, they have clearly
outmanoeuvred India by
forcing it into a deal
which should prove to be
a boon to international
terrorism on the one hand and to
themselves on the other. At the
same time, New Delhi might be
required sooner than later, to get
in touch with the Taliban and
drawing itself into another indeter-
minable phase of ad hocism.

There is even a brave talk of
engineering divorce between
Pakistan and the Taliban. The dan-
ger of going over-bo 1s
omnipresent.
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Third force direci/ed

hijack drama: Jaswant

'l Minister hints at Pak role, says hijackers had RDX

i
|
I
l
|
|
|

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA, 1
NEW DELHI, JAN 1 }-’

UTTING an end to specu-
lations, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh on

! Saturday, finally accused Pakistan

for its role in the hijacking of the
Airbus, which the terrorists,
armed with RDX and other ex-
plosives, had threatened to blow

! up in mid-air.

A day after the release of the

i hostages, the minister told a press
* conference here that all the five

hijackers had left for Quetta in
Pakistan on Friday night after par-
ticipating in an iftar in Kandahar.

He said initial inquiries have
revealed that all the hijackers
were Pakistani nationals and were
constantly consulting “people
outside the aircraft as if a third
force was telling them what to
do.”

Giving credence to reports
that messages from the Indian ne-
gotiating team to Delhi through

satellite phones, the only mode of -

communication, were being inter-

cepted, he said “we were well"

aware of the security imy
of the porousness of this commu-
nication system,”

“It has come to light that there
was a qualitative and quantitative
change in the arms displayed by
the hijackers,” Singh said adding
besides RDX, they were in pos-
session of AK-47 rifles, pistols and
grenades.

He said there was real appre-
hension that the plane had been
readied for being exploded in

-

- mid-air if the hijackers’ demands
were not conceded.

Describing the hijacking as not
an “ordinary” one, he said “it is
clear that there were many
strands to it. As our inquiry into
the entire episode progresses, I
am confident that more will be re-
vealed.”

He said that a majority of the
36 terrorists whose release was
demanded by the hijackers were
from Pakistan.

Asked who constituted the
third force operating at Kandahar
during the negotiations, Singh
said “I will let you know at the ap-
propriate time.”

I knew | could do it:
Capt Sharan

reached its destination, the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
New Delhiat 12: 20noon on Satur-
day.

The Airbus could not come on
Friday along with the other two air-
craft as it had developed a snag in
its Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) in
the wee hours of Friday.

“The repair work was com-
pleted on Friday night,” official
sourcessaid here.

“The hijacked craft could not
start last night (Friday) as heavy
fog had enveloped Delhi and it
had to wait till the moming for it to
clear,” they added.

The aviation engjneers,who ar-

- WODIAN EXPRESS
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Singh listed these instances
suggesting Pakistan’s complicity
in the hijack when specifically
asked whether the government
suspected Islamabad’s hand iniit.

The Minister also explained
that his visit to Kandahar had
been undertaken to ensure that
the agreement with the hijackers
was implemented “without any
last minute hitches”.

Asked whether the gove
ment would seek the extraditiod
of the hijackers from Pakistan, he
said “we will be taking it up with
Islamabad in an appropriate fash-
ion and at the appropriate time”.

Singh said the government
had discussed with the Taliban the
option of storming the aircraft.
“The government considered this
option in totality. The best option
was the one adopted.”

On the role of the Taliban in
the hijack crisis, he said they had
extended constructive coopera-
tion and had assured India that
the hijackers and terrorists would
not not be given asylum or al-
lowed to stay in Afghanistan for -
more than tenhours.after the re-
lease of the hostages. Asked
whether India was now ready to
recognise the Taliban regime, he
said “the fundamentals of our
Afghan policy remain unchanged
and diplomatic recognition is not
any conferment of any distinction
or based on such episodes.”

Meanwhle, the IC-814 Kath-
mandu-Delhi Indian Airlines
plane, which endured the eight
day-long hijack drama, finally

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Third force in hijack

rived in Kandahar on December -

27 along with the Indian negotia-
tion team, did the repair job and
certified late last night that the air-
craft was airworthy. According to
some IA officials, who came on
board the flight, the aircraft was
“worse than a pig sty with the cock-
pit full of empty cans of juice,” in-
dicating it was occupied most of
the time by the hijackers at Kanda-
har.

Only when necessary, Capt D
Sharan, the commander of the
flight, or other flight crew mem-
berswere called in by them. Other-
wise, the crew was confined to
Jclass only, they said.



Declare Pak a rogue
State, says Vajpayee

Pune, January 3

411

PRIME MINISTER |Atal

Behari Vajpayee today yrged
major nations of the world to
declare Pakistan a terrorist state,

All the information with the gov-
ernment about the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines aircraft and the
subsequent developments made it
clear that the hijacking was an
integral part of a Pakistan-backed
campaign of terrorism, Mr
Vajpayee told reporters here.

The Prime Minister said that
apart from their stated demands,
the hijackers and their sponsors
had planned to internationalise the
Kashmir issue and 1solate India
diplomatically.

However, “th falled mxsel?oly
in their diabolic designs” and “if
anything was internationalised by
the hijacking, it was the brazen
manner in which terrorism was
resorted to by those seeking to
break India’s unity and integrity”.

Mr Vajpayee said governments
and people around the world have
universally condemned the hijack-
ing. Thus, rather than India being
isolated, anti-Indian forces behind
the act of terrorism have been iso-
lated in the eyes of the world com-
_munity, he added.

The hijacking episode, the PM
observed, “has strengthened the
legitimacy of India’s traditional
stand on Kashmir”. Simultaneous-
ly, it has shown to the world com-
munity that “Pakistan’s Kashmir
agenda is not only baseless but is
being pursued through terrorism”,
which constitutes a potent threat
to global security.

Centre’s directive

THE CENTRE has instructed
all state governments to take
immediate steps to deport
Pakistani nationals staying in
the country after the expiry of
their visa, Union Minister of
State for Home C.H.
Vidyasagar Rao told reporters
on Monday. Rao said that there
were about 11,000 Pakistani
nationals staying illegally in
various parts of the country.
PTl, Hyderabad

“Pakistan’s active and sustained
role in fomenting terrorism in
India is now too obvious to be
overlooked by the international
community. India, therefore,
strongly urges major nations of the
world to declare Pakistan a terror-
ist state. Qur government will work

systematically towards this Ob]CC-
tive,” the PM added.

Asked whether he believed thit
the US would agree, he said: “We
would expect America to agree in
the larger interest (of the world&
We will try our best to convince
America.”

On the role of the Taliban in the
hijack drama, he said: “In
Kandahar, their attitude seemed
helpful. We have to deeply study
the exact role the Taliban played,*

Mr Vajpayee said it also needs to
be studied how the hijackers man-
aged to get new weapons inside the
plane when it was in Kandahar. ,

To a query on the release of the
three terrorists, he said: “We did
not buckle under pressure to saue
any relative of any minister.”

Mr Vajpayee said right at the
beginning the government had set
before itself two objectives in its
effort to bring about a speedy end
to the hijack crisis: the safe return
of all the passengers and crew on
the plane and protection of the
nation’s long-term interests.

“Belying the fiendish hopes of
those behind the hijack plan, otr
people maintained complete cerh-
munal peace and harmony dusigg
the - crisis,” Prime MiniSter
Vajpayee said. (PTI)
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_PM calls out for global help to

declare P

Our Correspondent @ Y
PUNE 3 JANUARY
PAKISTAN SHOULD be declared
a terrorist state by the internation-
al community, since its role in fo-
menting terrorism in India is now
all too obvious, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee said on Mon-
day.

Adopting a%ough stand, the
Prime Minister said: “The hijack
and the subsequent developments
make it clear that it was an inte-
gral part of the Pakistan-backed
campaign of terrorism.”

He added that it was part of
the hijacker’s and their mentors’
plan to internationalise the Kash-
mir issue, “in which they have
failed miserably.” Moreover, the
universal condemnation of the
hijack has vastly furthered In-
dia’s long term interests, he said.

He admitted that a price had
to be paid for the partial accep-
tance of the hijackers’ demands
for the safe release of all the
hostages, but this does not mean
any slackening of the govern-
ment’s resolve in its protracted
battle against terrorism.

Pakistan’s active and sus-
tained role in fomenting terror-
ism in India is now too obvious to
be any longer overlooked by the
international community. “India,
therefore, strongly urges major
nations of the world to declare

Pakistan a terrorist state,” he |

said.

Mr Vajpayee, who spoke to
reporters after inaugurating the
87th Indian Science Congress

at

AP

Atal: Speaking out loud

2000 (ISC 2000) here on Mon-
day, said the government will
launch a major diplomatic effort
on this front and will {ry to en-
sure that the US takes the initia-
tive.

Stressing that the battle
against terrorism is a protracted
one, in a printed statement re-
leased at his first press confer-
ence after the hijack drama end-
ed, Mr Vajpayee said: “The gov-
ernment will take all the neces-
sary measures to strengthen the
various aspects of internal secu-
rity.”

However, he admitted that
there was a considerable delay in
informing him about the hijack
on December 24. “T was airborne
and people on the ground thought
they could handle the situation,”
he explained.

He declined to comment on
newspaper reports that Britain

rrorlst state

will allow entry to one of three
terrorists released in exchange
for the hostages. Describing the
Taliban’s attitude during the hi-
jacking episode as “helpful and
cooperative,” he said there was
no move to recognise the Taliban
and establish formal diplomatic
ties with that country.

The government is still to as-
certain Taliban’s “precise role”
in the hijacking of the Indian Air-
lines aircraft, as it is still waiting
for more information,” the Prime
Minister said.

While the Taliban appeared
to have sympathy with the hi-
jackers it was difficult to say
whether the latter got additional
arms for outside or they were al-
ready hidden in the aircraft, Mr
Vajpayee said.

He declined to elaborate on
lapses by the Indian security
agencies in anticipating such an
attempt in Nepal, saying, “Nepal
has to tighten its security. This
morning, too, an incident has oc-
curred in Kathmandu in which
the ISI is supposed to be 1%
volved.”

He emphatically dismissed
the charge of the Congress party
that the government had compro-
mised national interests by re-
leasing Islamic militants in ex-
change for the hostages. The
central government will consult
the government of Jammu and
Kashmir to expite the trials of
the 35 terrorists whose release
had been demanded by the hi-
jackers.
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THREE DAYS after the harrow-
ing hijack drama, the govern-
ment finds itself constrained to
initiate a quick diplomatic exer-
cise to defend its moves on the is-
sue and harness international
opinion against Pakistan’s role in
the hijacking.

Monday’s call by Prime Min-
ister A B Vajpayee to the interna-
tional community to declare Pak-
istan a terrorist state is a part of
the larger exercise to win their
support in the post-hijack diplo-
matic offensive and counter the
Musharraf regime’s efforts to
successfully project a sober face
to the world.

After the Kargil conflict, In-
dia has been seeking to convince
the international community of
the imperative need, from its
own security viewpoint as well as
that of the region, to blackball
the neighbour based on its con-
tinuous ‘proxy war’ on Kashmir.

That the exercise to pin the
blame firmly down on Pakistan
in the recent hijack crisis was
patently evident when National
Security Advisor Brajesh Mishra
claimed that India had ample ev-
idence of the neighbour’s com-

plicity. Mr Mishra chose to sup-
port his submission and that of
the govern- ment_already bat-
tling with its back to the wall on
the domestic front over the is-
sue_by pointing to the fact that a
majority of the 36 militants
sought to be freed by the hijack-
ers were of Pakistani origin.

He also disclosed that the
government had relevant inter-
cepts between two terrorist out-
fits in the Kashmir Valley sug-
gesting Pakistan’s complicity.

Notwithstanding the govern-
ment’s frenzied accusations, the
world community has thus far
remained by and large unim-
pressed and failed to react as In-
dia would have wished it to.

The silence from the UN on
the crisis is one such indicator
that while the hijacking may be
viewed and stringently con-
demned as a terrorist act, the
world has yet to be convinced
fully of the involvement of Pak-
istan.

The latter, however, is an im-
perative perspective which is
fundamental to Prime Minsiter
Vajpayee’s appeal to the world to
declare Paksitan a terrorist state.
Post-hijacking, there have been
virtually only voices in the

The Economic Times
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wilderness, such as those of US
Congressman from the Indid
Caucus Gary Ackerman, and the
Canadian government commend-
ing India’s strategy and askmg
for a probe into Pakistan’s role.”

What appears to have made
the task for India, struggling to
overcome the last lingering visu-
al image of Mr Singh accompany-
ing the three hardcore militants
to Kandahar, doubly difficult is
the fact that, notwithstanding Mr
Mishra’s claims, the government
is yet to furnish concrete evi-
dence over Pakistan’s role.

Further, the identity of the
hijackers largely remains a mys-
tery. Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh, in fact, had in the initial
stages of the hijacking hinted at
their being Pakistanis but later
had to concede that their identity
had yet to established conclu-
sively. Making matters worse,
the Taliban on Sunday retracted
assertion that the hijackers were
on their way to Quetta in Pak-
istan.

Pakistan, on the other hand,
has proved quicker off the mark
in countering the Indian allega-
tions at the international level
and even in projecting a sober
anti-terrorist image.



“We wlll sk US
to decl?l Tak
a terrorist state’

The Times of India News Service

PUNE: In a hard-
hitting speech
here on Monday,
Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vaj-
payee said India
would soon appeal
to the  United
States and other L -

leading nations to  A-B-Vajpayee
declare Pakistan a terrorist state.

The government would soon
launch a major diplomatic effort on
this front and alse try to ensure
“that the U.S. takes an initiative in
this matter,” Mr Vajpayee said ad-
dressing a press conference. He said
Pakistan’s active and sustained role
in fomenting terrorism in India was
obvious and could no longer be
overlooked by (the international
community.

Saying India woultl “intensify”
its war against terrorism, Mr Vaj-
payee said the govermment was
convinced of Pakistan’s complicity
in the hijack of Indian Airlines
Flight 814. He said the latest inci-
dent once again demonstrated Pak-
istan’s recourse to terrorism to ad-
vance its Kashmir agenda and the
threat it poses to global security.

“India, therefore, urges major
nations of the world to declare Pak-
istan a terrorist state. Our govern-
ment will work systematically to-
wards this objective,” he said in a
statement released at a news con-
ference. i

The Prime Mi r, who was in
Pune to inaugurat¢ the 87th session
of the Indian Science Congress, de-
clined to react to newspaper re-
ports that Britain would allow entry
to one of the three militants re-
leased in exchange for the hostages
aboard the hijacked plane.

Mr Vajpayee described the
Afghan government’s attitude dur-
ing the hijacking episode as ““help-
ful and cooperative”. There was,
however, no move to recognise the
Taliban government and establish
formal diplomatic ties, he said.
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NEW DELH! 4 JANUARY

INDIA ON Tuesday said though
the declaration of Pakistan as a
terrorist state rests on the internal
processes of US law, “it does not
require too much convincing” that
Pakistan has been sponsoring
cross-border terrorism for years.
This was clarified by a
spokesman of the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs, who was responding
to questions regarding the Prime
Minister’s statement in Pune on
Monday. India said Pakistan’s
sponsorship of terrorism had ac-
quired a pattern of sorts which be-
came evident during Kargil. The
laying of a wreath by the chjef of
the Pakistan army on the body of a
militdnt, Pakistan officials attend-
ing meetings of terrorist organisa-
tions and even the Lashkar-e-Toi-

examples of a terrorist state.

However, it is unlikely the US
will snap to attention and do the
needful. Iran and Libya, two of the
countries who, according to US
law, sponsor terrorism, have had
trade and travel embargoes
slapped on them. Pakistan is al-
ready under so many sanctions
that further US action may not
have the required effect.

India has also read out the rule
book to Pakistan by insisting that
according to international law,
they would have to try the hijack-
ers even if they go into PoK. But
Pakistan seems to have already
found a way to circumvent this
problem. In a statement on Tues-
day in Islamabad, foreign office
spokesman Tariq Altaf said no
persons answering the general de-

te

istan. He said since the
s between the Indian
government and the hijackers
were held on secure telecommuni-
cation lines. Pakistan had no idea
of the specific identities of the hi-
jackers.

Rejecting assumptions that
they had already entered Pakistan,
Altaf said: “The Indian govern-
ment has so far given no details as
to the profiles of the hijackers. In
the absence of such details, it
would be difficult to apprehend
the culprits if they enter Pakistan
by an unauthorised route.”

He said Pakistani authorities
on the border had been asked to
maintain vigil and had been
asked to arrest persons bearing
the names of hijackers give?y

the Indian government.
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"USA likely to keep options
on Pak visit open, feels MEA '

o
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 14. — There wag no official
reaction today to reports from Islamabad indi-
cating that President Bill Clinton would fly to
Lahore from India before going on to
Bangladesh. South Block maintained that
the Indian position had already been made
clear by the Foreign Secretary, Mr Lalit
Mansingh.

External Affairs Ministry officials, however,
indicate that the USA is likely to keep its
options open and that the Foreign Secretary’s
remarks had laid the ground for either eventual-
ity. The Foreign Secretary had said last week
that a visit to Pakistan by the US President
would provoke a reaction in India.

If Pakistan is ruled out of the itinerary of
President Clinton, it would be a win win situa-
tion for the government since the decision could

be projected as a victory for Indian diplomacy
and projected as cognisance of Indian sensitivi-
ties and a triumph of Indo-US bilateral rela-
tions.

If President Clinton does, however, fly to
Pakistan, the remarks of the Foreign Secretary
have already laid the ground for expression of
Indian disapproval, a fact that is likely to score
brownie points with the domestic audience. The
Foreign Secretary’s calculated remarks are
based on the premise that it would be better for
India to pre-empt an adverse US decision rather
than react to it. ;

The perception of South Block seems to be that
rather than risk facing an adverse US decision
on the eve of the visit, it would be better for the
government to approach it from a position of
diplomatic strength, having proven that it had
ng qualms about talking straight to the supbr-
power.

THE STATESMAN
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India, China sign trade pact

BEUJING: India and China, on Tuesday
signed a key bilateral trade agreement
which would facilitate Beijing’s early en-
try into the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and provide greater access for
Indian exports to

Chinese market. $

“It is a significant step in India- Chma
relations, especially in bilateral trade re-
lations,” commerce and industry minister
Murasoli Maran said after the signing
ceremony at the Chinese ministry of for-
eign trade and econopyi peration
(MOFTEC). ?ch Q/

Mr Maran, who is leading a hjgl- pow-
ered Indian delegation, said that New
Delhi fully supported Beijing’s ¢ntry into
the WTO and expressed confidence that
both countries would work in tandem to
push for the rights of developing coun-
tries.

“After China enters the WTO, we will
cooperate on issues of mutual interest.
China’s entry would strengthen the
world trading system and also world
trade,” he said.

An Indian diplomat said that China
had agreed to a series of tariff reductions
on Indian goods. “China has agreed to

but restrwﬂ;\d/
o

lower general tariff rates for a range of
agricultural, industrial and marine prod-
ucts from about 20 per cent to 10 per
cent,” he said.

st one major hurdle — its largest trad-
ing partner, the European Union, with
whom it must a sign similar trade agree-
ment to pave the way for its entry mto
the world body.

China has to sign bilateral trade pacts
with all 135 WTO members before its 14-
year bid to enter the world body comes
through.

Chinese and EU negotiators continued
their new round of market-opening ne-
gotiations to try to hammer out a similar
trade pact.

Mr Maran welcomed the trade pact
and noted that negotiations between the
two neighbouring countries went off
without a hitch, unlike a similar agree-
ment between the US and China last
year, which was a long-drawn process.
FOFTEC minister Shi Guangsheng said
that China appreciated India’s support
on Beijing’s entry into WTO. The agree-
ment would provide further impetus to
Sino-Indian trade ties, Shi said. ey

),/lvanh Tuesday’s agreement, China has

THE TIMES OF INDIA
13FE8 20

R ~



Clinton is cpmlng to talk about I'T, not CTBT

By Our Political Editor ° \‘

NEW DELHI: Though billed as the biggest
event in the troubled polit-
ical relations between
India and the US.in recent
years, Bill Clinton’s visit
next month is likely to
have more hype than sub-
stance.

Well in advance of the
visit, Indian officials say
their U.S. counterparts
have told them that the

Bill Clinton
visit will be “about India” and not con-

tentious issues like Kashmir and the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
According to a senior official, “there is no

doubt that they will raise these issues, but’

they will be in the subtext, not the banner
headlines.”

Then what will the visit be about?
“Convergence in science and technology
issues, US. interests in Indian information
technology, health, environment and ener-
gy,” says the official.

At the end of the visit, there will be a
“vision statement” by both leaders address-

ing the future rather than the conte
past.

Officials say that Whlﬂ lhey neither have
Mr Clinton’s complete itinerary nor informa-
tion of the composition of his party, they
have a clear idea that the visit will begin
March 19 evening when the presidential
party checks into New Delhi. Next morning,
while Delhi will be overtaken by Holi’s bac-
chanalia, the U.S. president leaves for an offi-
cial visit to Bangladesp,an returns the same
evening. — A% Ly

The official visit to India then begins on
the morning of March 21. After two days in
New Delhi, Mr Clinton is expected to go to
Agra, Mumbai and Hyderabad, though not
necessarily in that order. It is still not clear
whether he will visit Pakistan. Indian officials
say they do not want to make an issue of it.

During his recent consultations in
Washington, foreign secretary Lalit
Mansingh did reportedly tell the U.S. that
while it was their sovereign right to decide,
he could not rule out a certain negative pub-
lic reaction in India.

Washington’s agonising over the Pakistan
visit has been made known to Indian officials

and overall, the U.S. point is that the situa-
tion in Pakistan is very delicate and that if
they did not engage Pakistan at this juncture,
the situation could get worse. U.S. officials
are still negotiating with the Pakistanis and
presumably, seeking assurances on a return
to democracy as well as control of terrorism
as a means of sweetening the pill.

While non-proliferation is not expected to
be a major focus of the visit, Indian officials
are hoping that it will add to the improved
atmosphere between New Delhi and
Washington. This in turn could lead to a
steady dilution of the post-Pokhran II eco-
nomic coercive measures taken by the U.S.

“But we are not expecting any favours,”
says the senior official. New Delhi says it is
happy that a large number of sanctions have
been removed, but it is aware that most of
the restrictions on technology remain in
place with little chance of action until there is
a fundamental shift in the U.S. towards India.
In this context, officials note, that the U.S.
consulted China before undertaking the
India visit, but did not extend the same cour-
tesy to India before Mr Clinton visited
Beijing.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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China, India sign WTO

pact, talks with

DEUTSCHE PRESS AGENTEUR
BEUING, FEB 23

o’
B

CHINA and India on Tuesday
signed an agreement on China’s
entry into the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO)amid China’s onge-
ing WTO tatks with the European
Union, the Chinese side con-
firmed. '

China and India signed the
WTO pact on Tuesday afternoon,
an official with the Ministry of For-
eign Trade and Economic Cooper-
ation (MOFTEC)said.

China’s Foreign Trade Minister

Shi Guangsheng and India’s Min-
ister of Commerce and Industry
Murasoli Maran signed the docu-
ments on behalf of their respective
governments, the official Xinhua
news agency said.’

Maran, leading a high-pow-
ered Indian delegation, said that
New Dethi fully supports Beijing’s
entry into WTO and expressed

could work in tandem to push for
the rights of developing countries.

“After China enters the WTO,
we will cooperate on issues of mu-
tual interest. China’s entry into
WTO would strengthen the world
trading system and also world
trade,” he said.

Maran said the negotiations

went off without a hitch, unlike a
similar agreement between the US
and China last year, which was a
long-drawn process.

An Indian diplomat said on
¢ adition of anonymity China has
agreed to a series of tariff reduc-
tions on Indian goods.

. “China has agreed to lower
general tariff rates for a range of
agriculturpl, industrial and marine
products from about 20 per cent to
10percent,” he said. Shialso noted
that the two sides reached the
agreement after “friendly consul-
tations.” China appreciates India’s

EU

upport of} \Be
WTO, he saiyl, adding the agree-
ment would ptovide further impe-
tus to Sino-Indian trade ties.

Shi said the two countries
would be able to substantially in-
crease bilateral trade from the pre-
sent figure of two billion dollars
perannum.

With today’s agreement, China
has just one major hurdle - its
largest trading partner European
unionwithwhom it must a signsim-
ilar trade agreement to pave the

- wayforitsentryintothe worldbody.

China Has to sign bilateral trade
pacts with all 135 WTO members
before its 14-year bid to enter the
world body comes through.
MOFTEC officials were tight-
lipped onthe negotiations with the
delegation from 15-member EU.
A foreign ministiy spokesman,
while confirming that technical-

level talks were on, refused }&r'di-
vulge any details. /
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| I‘ndia need notbe
too concerned
about the US’s
engagement of
Pakistan \\\

cepticism and disappointment
permeate Indian public opin-
ion regarding the most recent
developments in relations be-
tween the United States and
Pakistan. This sentiment is not neces-
sarily shared by the Indian foreign poli-
cy and strategic community whichhasa
" greater sense of realpolitik.

The Indian public has heard US inter-
locutors say they are committed to
democracy, firmly opposed to terrorism,
aware of the involvement of Pakistani
government agencies in cross border
terrorismrand subversion in India and
would be pressuring Pakistan to give yp

_confronting India. They were under-
standably disappointed when the us
president, Mr Bill Clinton, said in the
last week of January that he and his gov-
ernment do not have hard evidence
about any direct involvement by Pak-
istan in the hijacking of IC 814. Clinton
also refused to take note of the sanctu-
ary given by Pakistan to the hijackers
and the help given to them to carry out
militant anti-Indian propaganda.

The uncertainty that surrounded
Clinton’s presidential visit to India and
whether it would be preceded by a
stopover in Pakistan, have further made
Indians feel that in the ultimate analysis
the US still cannot allow its relationship
with India to develop independent of its
equations with Pakistan, 3

%/Q Agr
4—the. abiding complaint of India
I against the US is that since parti-
tion, the US has equated India
with Pakistan despite disparities in size,
demography and political makeup. India
has accepted that in the context of the
cold war the US would have better rela-
tions with. Pakistan. But the perception
the US is still close to Pakistan in the
post-Cold War period bothers Indian.

The US forced Pakistan to pull back
from the line of control during the
Kargil conflict because Washington was
convinced of India’s determination to
push back Pakistani forces at all costs.
The Americans judged this would mean
an expansion of military operations
which could result in a nuclear con-
frontation. -

Pakistan had openly threatened to
use missiles and nuclear weapons in
May and June last year. The irony lay in
the difference in Pakistani motivations

The author is a former foreign
secretary of India

J.N. DIXIT

g India’s stance is that
bilateral relations with
the United States should
not be hostage to
US-Pakistani ties ,

and the consequent US response. Islam-
abad hoped the US would intervene di-
rectly because of Pakistan’s nuclear
threats, call for an immediate ceasefire
and pressure India to stop its military
campaign. Instead, Washington forced
Pakistan toundo its mischief. There was
much appreciation in India of US action
during Kargil. However, Indians over-op-
timistically interpreted this to mean a
change in the US stance regarding Kash-
mir, which was not and is not the case.

General Pervez Musharraf’s coup
was the next watershed for US involve-
ment in south Asia. Once Musharraf
consolidated his position, the US ‘set
aside its tentative reservations about the
general and decided to constructively
engage with him. Washington felt this
was a means to ensure Pakistan’s even-
tual return to democracy. This engage-
ment process is a drawn out, incremen-
tal process.

After initial signals that it would
maintain a distance from Musharraf,
Washington subsequently gave up that
policy. There has been a stream of high
level US officials and visitors to Pak-

istan, including congressmen, represen-

tatives from prominent thinktanks, and
top ranking military men from the US
and the United Kingdom.

The US assistant secretary of state
for south Asia, Karl Inderfurth, and the
state department’s counter-terrorism
head, Michael Sheehan, visited Islam-
abad immediately after the Jaswant
Singh-Strobe Talbott talks in London in
mid-January.

When Indian officials queried the ra-
tionale for these goings on, the response
was that the US visits were to convey
warnings to the Musharraf regime
about Pakistan’s involvement in terror-
ism. Also, the discussions aimed at
pointing out the urgency and desirabili-

. ty of restoring democracy in Pakistan.

After Clinton’s exoneration of Pak-
istan’s involvement in the hijack, it
is reasonable to conclude these US
warnings to desist from terrorism must
have lost some of their vigour and
effectiveness.

Musharraf’s own public pronounce-
ments indicate he is in no hurry to re-
vive democracy. He declared in an inter-
view last month, “We will bring back
democracy and this will take time. We
would like to examine what kind of a po-
litical structure best suits interests of
the people of Pakistan.” Musharraf
clearly plans to decide when and in what
form democracy will be restored.

istani interaction that reports ap-
peared that segments of his govern-
ment were advising Clinton that his not
visiting Islamabad would be detrimental
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It was during this period of US-Pak-

"+ Terms of agreemen

to US interests. There were suggestions
Clinton could make a day’s visit in
Karachi, avoiding the capital. These in-
ternal US cogitations may have led to the
dates for a subcontinental visit being
shifted from February to March. If re-
ports about pressure on Clinton to visit
Pakistan are correct, it is likely the vari-
.ous US visitors also told Pakistan to
make some commitments that would
pave the way for a US presidential visit
to Islamabad.

What could Pakistan have offered?
Musharraf could say he would try his
best to “persuade” the so called mu-
jahideen operating in Kashmir to turn
down their activities. He could say he
would take more definite actions against
acts of terrorism directed against the
West and persuade the taliban to cooper-
ate. He might give categorical assur-
ances Pakistan would sign the compre-
‘hensive test ban treaty if India does.

In recent weeks, Musharraf and his
foreign minister, Abdul Sattar, have sent
such signals. More importantly, Mushar-
raf might have indicated some sort of
timeframe for restoring democracy with
a promise to increase the civilian role in
his government in the interim. If he pro-
vides such assurances, the US establish-
ment could find a basis for a brief Clin-
ton visit to Islamabad.

rise over US interactions with Pak-

istan. The US deputy secretary of
state, Strobe Talbott, in a recent inter-
view, made two points. First, the dynam-
ics between India and Pakistan impinge
on US policies. Second, the US sees the
two countries as each having differing
stances and differing concerns, that the
US will treat each country’s positions on
its own merits.

In other words, the US sees Pakistan
important to US interests in south and
central Asia, and the Persian Gulf. The
US is not going to ostracize Pakistan. At
the level of regional and global equa-
tions, India should not predicate policies
towards the US with objections to the
US’s remaining involved with Pakistan.
India should structure relations with
the US separately, within the framework
of national interests and the extent of
US responsiveness to them. This will
reaffirm India’s stance that bilateral re-
lations with the US should not be
hostage to US-Pakistani ties.

Washington needs torecognize that if
it fails to make Pakistan give up its con-
frontationist and subversive stance to-
wards India, this will inevitably affect
Indo-US relations. If Clinton visits Pak-
istan on his way to India, there can be
doubt his trip will be diminished in Indi-
an eyes. But it should be remembered
that Indo-US relations and Indo-Pak-
istani relations are more important and
more profound than the transcendental
meetings between and statements of
chief executive officers, prime minis-
ters and presidents.

India should not let its blood pressure

\ ¢



_Delhi flashes
friendly alert to

i US over

FROM OUR SPECIAL \
CORRESPONDENT
& AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb. 11: Anticipating
criticism at home, a cautious Cen-
tre has officially told Washington
about the possibility of a negative
impact if President Bill Clinton
visits Pakistan.

However, New Delhi has also
taken care to see that the message
is not interpreted as a condition.

“It is for America to decide
whether the President visits any
other country. However, we tho-
ught, as friends, we should bring

- to their notice that there might be
a public reaction,” foreign secre-
tary Lalit Mansingh was quoted
by agencies as saying in Washing-
ton after his two-day talks.

Though Mansingh’s mission
was consultation with his US
counterpart Thomas Pickering,
he met other senior leaders, in-
cluding national security adviser
Sandy Berger, deputy secretary of
state Strobe Talbott and influen-
tial Congressmen.

To ensure that US statements
on Kashmir and the nuclear issue
did not send wrong signals in In-
dia, Mansingh said “no condition
was attached” to Clinton’s visit.

“We are not looking for any
favour. There is going to be a part-
nership and we will discuss mat-
ters of mutual interest,” he said.

But the US continued to ham-
mer its role of peacemaker with
secretary of state Madeleine Al-
bright seeking Russia’s help in
bringing India and Pakistan
“back from the nuclear precipice”
and making them sign the test
ban pact.

In a speech to the diplomatic
academy in Moscow, she said:
“We both have an interest in
bringing the CTBT into force, and
in maintaining our respective
moratoria on testing.”

“Russia and the US have a host
of powerful reasons to work to-

gether to prevent the spread of
weapons of mass destruction and
missiles that carry them.”

Pickering, too, expressed hope
that the visit “will be able to give
us the opportunity to ratify some-
thing that is breathtaking”. When
Washington Post asked if he was
talking about an end to the nu-
clear race in the region, the US of-
ficial said: “One can have hopes.”

South Block maintained that
India’s positions on Kashmir and
disarmament were well known.
“While we don’t have any prob-
lems with talking about these is-
sues even during the presidential
visit, no one should assume that
this would mean a shift from our
stated position,” said an official.

India realises that Clinton will
have to keep talking about both is-
sues to justify a visit to Pakistan.
But, instead of shying away, Delhi
wants “a free and frank” dialogue
in which it will bring up Pak-
istan’s terrorism and the active
help it has been receiving from
China and North Korea in devel-
oping its nuclear programme.
“We .are looking forward to this
visit,” Mansingh said.

“Our focus will not be on the
transient issues. We expect it to
reflect the new friendship, the
new situation,” he said.

Mansingh told the Post that
Indo-US relations “have never
been better” and that the Presi-
dent’s visit would be a “path-
breaking” one. Pickering added
that Clinton would see something
of “historic India” as well as
“modern India”.

“We have been taking a lot of
time discussing how to make the
best out of the opportunity after
22 years,” said Mansingh. Jimmy
Carter was the last US head of
state to visit India.

While the agenda for Clinton’s
talks with Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has not been set,
Mansingh clarified that the focus
would not be on Kashmir.

_Z
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HT Correspondent

New Delhi, February 13 | WA\

FOR THE second time since yes-
terday, India firmly ruled out third
party mediation on the Kashmir
issue and asserted that there was
no linkage between the forthcom-
ing US presidential visit and non-
proliferation issues.

Following Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee's categorical
statement yesterday ruling out any
US role in a mediation or facilita-
tion effort, External Affairs

Contributions by Rersons of Indian
Origin (. ") today that there is

no poss .y ol mediation, inter-
mediat facilitation when it
comes o0 ‘the

Indian ... of

Jammu and

Ko~ .

‘The repeated forceful assertion,
sirce yeowciday, came in the wake
of © srate of statements by
President '3l Clintou, Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright and

_ J&K Issue

Defence Secretary William Cohen
to the effect that India-Pakistan
relations, centred on the Kashmir
issue, called for external mediation
due to their nuclear weapons capa-
bilities. The US statements made
liberal references

issue and the
nuclearised
South Asia as "the most dangerous
place”, "a tinder-box" and "a fuse."

Even though the US. Senate
defeated a Clinton Administration
effort to get the CTBT ratified late

to the Kashmir

iafion, asserts Jaswant

last year, Secretary of State
Albright earlier this week revived
the need to persuade India to sign
the treaty, implying that the issue
could be taken up during the pres-
idential visit.

Mr Singh, responding to a query,
said that President Clinton's visit
scheduled next month "has no link-
age with non-proliferation issues."

He added that a decision on sign-
ing the CTBT would be taken only
after achieving the "widest possi-
ble" consensus and after a full-
fledged parliamentary debate.
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‘MEA bfusges/
off Musharraf

contentions
e

NEW DELHI, Féb 8. — Clea-
rly unimpressed by what the
military ruler of Pakistan,
Gen Pervez Musharraf, had
told his Doordarshan inter-
viewer, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs today said India’s
position on various aspects of
the strained bilateral relations
remained unchanged.

There was “nothing new” in
what Gen. Musharraf had
said, asserted the MEA spoke-
sman — “we have already
made our position clear on all
the points he raised, we have
said what we had to say.”

Regarding the General's con-
tention that the tape of his
telephonic conversation with
another high military official,
Lt Gen. Mohammed Aziz, had
been “doctored,” the spokes-
man recalled that they had
been replayed in public in New
Delhi — no doubts wese raised
about their authenticity.
Russia pulls up Pak: Voice of
Russia hasg hit out at the junta
for brandishing nuclear wea-
pons and trying to “blackmail”
India, says UNI from Moscow.

Pakistan was the only coun-
try which kept threatening N-
strikes, forgetting that it is no
match militarily to India.

The radio said Pakistan’s
army and ISI was carrying on
a massive narcotics business,
and promoting international
terrorism.

0& Vv
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 8

Y

national interest and no longer accepts unques-

Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean and South East
Asia - through greater economic, commercial
and defence: engagements, "the role of a secular

the Asian continent becomes increasingly

X
INDIA TAKES decisions on the basis Nand democratic India as a factor of stability on

tioningly the doctrines of non-violence and non-
alignment, India's National Security Adviser
and Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister
Brajesh Mishra told the 36th Munich
Conference on Security Policy on Feb. 6.

Describing both doctrines as “shibboleths,”
Mr Mishra said, “The new India today is ready
to question these shibboleths and take decisions
on the basis of national interest. India recognis-
es the strengths of its secular democracy and is
ready to defend it.”

Pointing out that South Asia always had been

ty paradigm, he said that as India rediscovere

apparent.”

Mr Mishra said that following Jawaharlal
Nehru's death, non-alignment became a
“mantra,” just as Mahatma Gandhi's non-vio-
lent struggle had become the "moral” path. "The
fact that these policies were grounded in strict
rationality and realpolitic was lost sight of," he
said.

“"Escapism was often couched as being princi-
pled and I can safely state that neither Gandhi
nor Nehru would have appreciated being made
into icons to propagate dogma.”

tion that Russia, China and India were attempt-

an inadequate framework for the Indian sec)u;/ Mr Mishra also sought to dispel the percep-

its extended neighbourhood - Central Asfa,

ing to form a strategic alliance mainly (to

{HE HINDUSTAN TRER
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gér’ a mantra: Brajesh

counter the growing unipolarism being prac-
tised by the sole superpower US in the post-
Cold War period.

Noting that at present, all four major Asian
countries, China, Japan, Russia and Indja,
enjoyed "important" bilateral relationships with
the US, he said, "Yet, the importance that each
of these countries attaches to its bilateral rela-
tions with the US should not be overlooked."

Pointing out that during the Cold War bipo-
larity had introduced a degree of symmetry in
threat perception, facilitating both the US and
USSR to tackle threats in terms of generating
material resources and political will.

He said that with the end of Cold War threat
perceptjéns had become asymmetrical.
ting, he said that exploiting its
technological pre-eminence, |
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A foreign poli§\ |

focussed only

on terrorism

has made India
dependent on the
United States

DIPLOMACY ¢ K.P. NAYAR

k The Vajpayee govern-
ment ruined its credibility
at Kandahar and is looking
to the US to salvage its
foreign policy centred
around terrorism ,

bottom simply dropped out of this policy.

Governments across the world were no
longer willing to take the protestations
of the external affairs minister, Jaswant -

. Singh, about the Vajpayee government’s

t must be seen to be believed, the
changes that one hijacking can
bring about in South Block.
Nowhere is it as much in evidence
as in the actions and the brief of

commitment to fight terrorism at face
value,

What is worse, after the compromise
made in Kandahar, Indian ambassadors
in major world capitals are no longer

the Indian delegation now in the United - ready to put their best foot forward in

States for talks on terrorism.

. lobbying support for the BJP led govern-

Notwithstanding the brave front that ment’s. campaign for a global. front
its members are putting on, the delega- against terrorism. Foreign governments
tion is in Washington as a supplicant. may continue to pay lip service to the In-
Washington has so much power that it is dian cause, but these ambassadors only -
necessary to recall Josef Stalin’s famous know too well they do not any more
remark about Josip Broz Tito that if the carry credibility with their host govern-
Russian dictator so much as moved his mentson the issue of fighting terrorism.

little finger, the Croat who united Yu-
goslavia would no longer be there.

Which is why South Block’s current

engagement of the US is crucial to the

The story of how the administration very survival of Vajpayee’s foreign poli-
of Bill Clinton has come to acquire make ¢y, of which the fight against terror has
or break powers over an Indian team, become the central theme.

which is for all practical purposes led by

Never before has this country been

none other than the foreign secretary, Placed insuch a position visa vis the US,
Lalit Mansigh, is curiously the story of where the Americans have so much

South Block’s
Afghanistan in recent years. -
For the record, the delegation which

is in Washington for talks on terrorism -

is led by Alok Prasad, joint secretary in
charge of the Americas in the ministry
of external affairs. But anyone who be-
lieves this would also believe that the
then foreign minister, PV. Narasimha
Rao, who went to New York City to forge
the signature of VP. Singh’s son for the
St Kitt's conspiracy, was Rajiv Gandhi’s
hatchetman in the plot, and not Chan-
draswami who was directing the St
Kitt’s operation from a hotel room adja-
cent to Rao’s in the Big Apple.

than New York City’s skyscrapers

* simply because duringand after

the hijacking of the Indian Airlines

plane in December, the taliban succeed-

ed in puncturing the hot air balloon of

the Bharatiya Janata Party led govern-
ment’s anti-terrorist platform.

Since Atal Behari Vajpayee became
prime minister, the fight against terror
has become the bulwark of his govern-
ment’s. foreign policy. Most countries
took this policy at its face value, if only

The delegation’s stakes are higher-

because they believed that, as in the case '
of the Pokhran II nuclear tests, uncom-

promising opposition to terror was an
article of faith with the BJP. And the
way L.K. Advani straightened out the
home ministry only added credibility to
this perception.

But then came the hijacking and the

flawed policy on leverage with India while New Delhi has

none with the US.

Contrast this with the leverage that
Islamabad has over Washington and it
becomes crystal clear the Vajpayee gov-
ernment’s desire to play a pro-active role
in Afghanistan hds come a cropper even
before the idea has actually been put into
practice. h

For the Vajpayee government, it
must seem like a cruel irony that the
agenda on Afghanistan for the interna-
tional community is being dictated by
Pakistan. It is Pakistan’s chief execu-
tive, Pervez Musharraf, who is offering
to go to Kabul to sort out the problem of
Osama bin Laden.

It is to Islamabad that the taliban
sends a delegation to address interna-
tional concerns about terrorism coming
out of Afghanistan. Already, some West-
ern countries have created special inter-
est sections in their embassies in Islam-
abad to deal exclusively with what they
call the taliban “administration”. Only a
few weeks ago, for almost everyone in
the world, it was merely the taliban
“militia”.

work out a deal with Kabul, as a re-

sult. of which bin Laden leaves
Afghanistan, he will get international le-
gitimacy much the same way as General
Zia ul-Haq got his acceptance from the
world community after the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan.

Even if Musharraf persuades the tal-
iban to scale down and eventually putan
end to the export of terror from
Afghanistan, he will be a winner. South

If Musharraf is able at some stage to

« Stricken by terror

Block may not countenance it, but this is
indeed a distinct possibility.; -

After all, only a decade ago, the Syri-
an president, Hafez Al Assad, was a key
sponsor of terrorism in Washington’s
eyes. Today, Assad’s ministers and en-
voys are honoured guests in the White
House.

Or for that matter, consider Libya.
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi has made
his compromises with the Americans
and’ vice versa. -Similarly Lebanon,
which was a no go area for US citizens
until a few years ago. It is no longer so,
notwithstanding the continued pres-
ence of the Hizbullah, which the West
has been conditioned to hate.

_ Contrast this with India’s predica-
ment, despite New Delhi’s desire to pur-
sue a pro-active role in Afghanistan.
India has no leverage in Afghanistan,
not with the taliban, not any longer with
the Northern Alliance.

ven more galling for the Vajpayee
Egovernment than Islamabad’s po-

tentially creative role in
Afghanistan is the realization that the
first tentative steps to give respectability
to the taliban were taken by the BJP led
administration.

The negotiations which New Delhi
misguidedly entered into with the hi-
jackers in Kandahar gave the taliban an
opportunity to grow from an assortment
of warlords into the nucleus of a poten-
tial state. At the time of writing, the tal-
iban — unlike the Vajpayee government
— remains categorically refused to en-
tertain the idea of any talks with those
who hijacked an Ariana flight from
Kabul on Sunday.

If the taliban is able to secure the sur-
render of the Ariana hijackers without
negotiating with them, it will furtheren- .
hance the taliban’s standing in the eyes
of the world. Even if the Afghan airlines
hijacking ends in a tragedy, there will
still be grudging admiration for the tal-
iban for what the world will then de-
scribe as Kabul’s steadfastness.

In the aftermath of the Kandahar hi-
jacking, a leading Israeli said in New
Delhi, albeit privately, that Tel Aviv rued
the settlement made by India because “a
victory for terror in one part of the
world will encourage terrorists to strike
elsewhere and try the same tactics”.

What the Indian delegation now talk-
ing to the Americans must realize is that
Israel is one of the few countries which
will not only make such a statement, but
also stand by it. For the record, the US
will make such declarations, but history
tells us that the Americans are not
averse to using outfits such as the tal-
iban and the Kosovo Liberation Army,
which are outside the pale of interna-
tional law, for their own ends.

The Indians must realize that
the Americans will fight terror solely
and only if the terrorists pose a threat
to US interests, not to anyone else’s
interests. :



/Pf/l rules out bowing to ‘any power’

Three die

in blast ¢

on train’

to city

FROM MUKHTARAHMAD \\\

Srinagar, Feb. 10: At least three
persons were killed when a
bomb ripped through a coach of
the Jammu Tawi-Sealdah Exp-
ress at Vijaypur, 30 km from
Jammu, late this evening,

The blast, set off by explosi-
ves planted on the tracks accor-
ding to a PTI report, took place
as the train neared the bridge on
the Devak river in the Jammu-
Pathankot section. A Jammu
police officer said the bomb blew
up an AC coach. It derailed three
bogies, including the AC coach
and two three-tier coaches.

A special enquiry counter has been
set up at the Sealdah station. The
numbers are: 350-3535, 350-3537

Panicky passengers jumped
out of the coaches and ran for
cover, but had to return as heavy
rain lashed the area.

A woman was among those
killed and four persons, includ-
ing a child, were wounded.

Jammu range police chief
R.V.Rajeev rushed to the site. He
was accompanied by inspector-
general of police (crime and
railway) Kuldeep Khuda,
officials and medical teams.

Inclement weather hamper-
ed relief, but a medical train has
been rushed from Pathankot
while a special relief train is on
its way to transport the strand-
ed passengers, sources said.

Sources said railway minist-
er Mamata Banerjee will visit
the site tomorrow morning. She
will discuss measures to tighten
security along the tracks as
militants have been targeting
trains on this route. Railway
officials said all Delhi-bound
trains were stranded at Jammu.

<Atal snubs

JS with
ak punél'{

OUR BUREAUAND AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb. 10: Stung by the
US’ sudden burst of enthusiasm
to mediate on the Kashmir issue,
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
today led a concerted effort to
send a message that Delhi was not
yet ready to resume talks with
Pakistan.

“Under no circumstances
would India bow down before any
power as far as its security is
concerned,” he said at an election
meeting in western Orissa. His
government had managed the
economy well despite world
sanctions following the nuclear
tests, Vajpayee added.

He made it clear that there
would be no talks until Pakistan
stopped fostering terrorism.

The Prime Minister’s aggre-
ssive stand on national security
and reference to the sanctions are
being viewed as a response to
President Bill Clinton.

The US President had said in
Washington yesterday that he was
“profoundly concerned” about
the nuclear twins’ dispute over
Kashmir and hoped to do
something about it. Clinton had
made a similar statement a week
ago, prompting an US official
chorus echoing him.

While secretary of state
Madeleine Albright described
Kashmir as a “tinder box”,
defence secretary William Cohen
added that the US could nudge the
two sides to resume the dialogue
and ensure regional stability.

Ironically, though Clinton and
Vajpayee are pulling at opposite
directions, both are being driven
by domestic compulsions.

Clinton’s regular comments
on Kashmir are being seen as an
attempt to prepare the American
people for including Pakistan in
his tour schedule.

For Vajpayee, an uncomprom-
ising posture is essential to keep
in check the hardliners in his
party and outside, especially after
the hijack humiliation.

Picking up from where the
Prime Minister left off, the
external affairs ministry this
evening said that in spite of the
US’ views, there was no change in
Delhi’s position on Kashmir
“either in nuance or substance”.

The ministry also refused to
attach any significance to the
“protective custody” of Masood
Azhar, one of the militants
exchanged by India for the hijack
hostages, in Pakistan.

Islamabad’s move to detain
him was interpreted as an olive
branch to Washington, which had
told Pakistan to rein in the
militant. But a report said today
Pakistan might free Masood if he..
agreed to suspend the activities of
his new outfit and stopped
touring the country.

India brushed aside Masood’s
detention, saying its “larger con-
cern” over cross-border terrorism
remained unchanged. “We do not
wish to comment on how an
individual terrorist is handled by
the Pakistan government,”
spokesman R.S. Jassal said.

Adding another twist, defence
sources in Delhi claimed a sudden
increase in troop deployment by
Pakistan along the Line of
Control. However, an Indian
Army spokesman later denied the
build-up.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIiA & DEUTSCHE PRESS AGENTUR

NEW DELHI, March 30. — India has brushed
aside Gen Pervez Musharraf’s renewed offer to
resume dialogue. On the third leg of a South-
east Asian tour, Pakistan’s military ruler had
said today that he was ready for direct talks
with India on Kashmir.

An Indian foreign office spokesman said:
“There is no change in our position, in our sub-
stance or nuance.” Questioning Pakistan’s desire
for dialogue, he asserted that continuous calls
for jehad by Islamabad against it “can hardly
be interpreted as messages for dialogue and
peace”. _

New Delhi has maintained that the high-pitch
propaganda against India, instances of which
are rife in the daily life of Pakistan, do not
inspire confidence in Pakistan’s interest in dia-
logue.

harrat talks otk

2.5,
At Jakarta today, Gerf Musharraf paid t

Kashmir conflict was holding back South Asia in
grinding poverty and indicated his govérnment
would forgo requests for outside mediafjon and
deal directly with India.

“l and my government are for peace for the
sake of the region’s economic upliftment,” the
General said at a joint news conference with
Indonesian President, Mr Abdurrahman Wahid.
“l am prepared to meet anybody at any level
at any time to address this core issue of
Kashmir.”

During a speech in Singapore earlier in the
day, he said Kashmir “cries out for a just and
fair solution”.

Sharif mercy: Saying that he is not a “vindie-
tive man”, Gen Musharraf indicated tha

deposed Prime Minister’s verdict
are expected on 6 April, adds AP.
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//C\\i\’f’akistani Connection

~ President Bill Clinton’s five-day visit to India from March 20 to ;l
the first by a US president in 22 years, the last one being President Jim-
my Carter’s on New Year’s eve in 1978. Earlier, Eisenhower visited§n
1959 and Nixon in 1969. Coincidentally enough, every time an Ameri-
can president comes to India, Pakistan happens to be under military
rule. Mr Clinton’s visit presents him with some major challenges on his
commitment to democratic rule. Nixon had no compunctions about
being the guest of a military dictator who, encouraged by Washington’s
support, committed one of the worst genocides in post-World War 11
history and followed that by the largest ethnic cleansing known so far.
On the other hand, Carter, was discreet enough not to subject himself
to such embarrassment, though his fraternising with the autocratic
Shah of Iran had its consequences. Those were days of the cold war,
and Washington placed a higher premium on anti-communist dictators
than on genuine non-aligned democracies. Today Islamabad has a mili-
tary dictator who has contemptuously dismissed the public warning by
the White House not to disrupt democracy, thus demonstrating clearly
the limitations of US influence over Pakistan. General Musharraf is
not the first Pakistani military ruler to give short shrift to Washington.
In 1979, General Zia ul Haq held back his security forces long enough
to permit the US embassy in Islamabad to be set on fire, American
women to be molested, and a US marine to be killed in the wake of
rumours that the Kaaba mosque in Mecca had been stormed by
Western forces.

Ayub Khan similarly went ahead and used against India the
weapons made in the arsenal of democracy, as the US was proud of
calling itself during World War II. Islamabad’s US-aided belligerence
was in flagrant violation of the solemn assurances given to New Delhi
by Eisenhower. In the 1980s the US was blackmailed by Pakistan to be
indulgent towards its nuclear proliferation and narcotics trade in ex-
change for Islamabad’s support in fighting the Soviet forces in
Afghanistan through the mujahideen proxy war, All this raises the
question as to why the “only indispensable nation in the world”, as the
US perceives itself, permits dictators in Islamabad to take it for grant-
ed. The close links between the military establishments of the two
countries may partly explain it. Pakistan has also been smart enough to
hire lobbyists close to the White House, just as China has done, to can-
vass support for its interests. New Delhi’s reluctance to write official
history and to release historical documents after the customary 30-year
period also helps to perpetuate the myth that Pakistan has been a loyal
ally of the US. Mr Clinton is undertaking a passage to India in the last
year of his presidency; while that might add to his laurels as a president
who supported democracy, let him not blot his copy book by shaking
hands with a general who did not even give a decent bygial to Pakistani
soldiers who died in a war started by Islamabad%
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 4. — Il\dia
responded with a studied
silence today to reports from
Washington that President Bill
Clinton might include
Pakistan in his South Asia
tour.

When Miss Benazir Bhutto
asked Mr Clinton during a
meeting whether he would be
visiting Islamabad, the
President reportedly said:
“Well, I might.”

That comment would confirm
indications that the USA is
looking for signs of good behav-
iour from Pakistan to pave the
way for a presidential visit —
a matter over which South
Block is clearly on tenterhooks.

The official stand is that it's
not for India to comment on
such an issue. This was iterat-
ed this evening, but it was in
vain that the MEA waited for
an authoritative statement
from Washington to scotch
speculations on the matter.

The reports from Washington
indicate that the USA is
assessing the level of dismay
displayed in Islamabad at
being excluded from the trip,
observers feel.

Having taken a fairly strong
stand on the military take-
over, and raising the terrorism
issue, the USA wishes
Pakistan show some initiative
to restore democracy and
progress on terrorism.

USA for talks: President
Clinton has said that the USA
is ready to “work intensively”
to restart talks between India
and Pakistan but pointed out
that before that happens, “the

- cycle of mistrust and violence
must be broken”.

Reacting to this statement,
the MEA spokesman said he
hadn’t yet received an official
version of it.
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~India’s Neighbourhood

Economic and Cultural, Not Physical

A
ALY
Aneighbourhood, in the
age, is no longer defindd in
terms of physical proximity. ks a
network of.regular interaction.\In-

ong’of them, the other being the lo-
cAlity, community, village in which
ou live. So what constitutes India’s
neighbourhood?

Geographically speaking, it is our
immediate physically contiguous
countries, which includes members
of SAARC plus China and Myan-
mar. However, a more comprehen-
sive definition of our neighbour-
hood should include all such coun-
tries in reasonable proximity with
whom Indians interact both eco-
nomically and culturally on a regu-
lar basis and have done so for a rea-
sonably long period of historical
time. Admittedly, there is a history
to this geography, and the geogra-
phy itself changes as we go back in
history from the British Empire to
the Mughal empires and further
back to the many seafaring empires
of the peninsula.

India’s neighbours have always
lived not just across its land frontiers
but also its maritime frontiers. It is
not just with Sri Lanka and the Mal-
dives that India shares a maritime
boundary, as those who have come
to see India as a south Asian nation
may imagine. India’s neighbour-
hood has extended all the way from
East Africa, West Asia and the Per-
sian Gulf to the rim of the Bay of
Bengal, the Malacca Straits and the
outer reaches of the Indian Ocean.
No wonder the ocean around us was
so named.

Cultural Bonds

When political leaders from the
Gulf states or from Singapore or In-
donesia come calling on us we are
engaged in good-neighbourliness.
The time has come for Indians
to get out of their so-called south
Asian ghetto mindset and be more
expansive in their thinking, more
historical in their perspective,
giving more attention to enduring
cultural bonds and renewed
economic ties.

If Singaporeans recall every day
that their city-state was originally
called Simhapura, Indonesia’s
founding father, President Sukarno
once recalled,”In the veins of every
one of my people flows the blood of
the Indian ancestors and the culture
we possess is steeped through and
through with Indian influences. Two
thousand years ago, people from
your country came to Jawadvipa
and Suvarnadvipa in the spirit of

By SANJAYA BARU

l:;-/ brotherly love. They gave the initia-

tive to found powerful kingdoms
such as those of Sri Vijaya, Mataram
and Majapahit. We then learned to
worship the very Gods that you now
worship still and we fashioned a cul-
ture that even today is largely iden-
tical with your own. Later we turned
to Islam; but that religion too was
brought to us by people coming
from both sides of the Indus.”

Look East Policy

The French scholar, Fernand
Braudel, has written copiously of In-
dia’s relations with her Indian
Ocean neighbourhood. Pre-indus-
trial Asia, says Braudel, comprised
of three gigantic world-economies:
the Islamic west Asia, the Chinese
east Asia and India, whose influence
extended throughout the Indian
Ocean, both east and west of Cape
Comorin. (Fernand Braudel, Civili-
sation and Capitalism, 15th-18th
Century, Volume 3, 1984). The rela-
tionship between these areas, says
Braudel, was the result of a series of
pendulum movements of greater or
lesser strength, either side of the
centrally positioned Indian subcon-
tinent. The swing might benefit first
the East and then the West, redis-
tributing functions, power and polit-
ical or economic advance. Through
all these vicissitudes, however, India
maintained its central position: its
merchants in Gujarat and on the
Malabar and Coromandel coasts
prevailed for centuries on end
against their many competitors —
the Arab traders of the Red Sea, the
Persian merchants of the Gulf, or
the Chinese merchants familiar with
the Indonesian seas to which their
junks were now regular visitors.

These regions constitute India’s
civilisational neighbourhood. When
India now seeks participation in
such regional economic groups as
the Indian Ocean Rim Association
for Regional Cooperation (I10-
RARC), the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), the Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand
Economic Cooperation (BIM-
STEC), and when it seeks member-
ship of ASEAN and APEC, it is
merely reaching out to its historical
neighbourhood in a new economic
context.

Post-Independence India, com-
ing out of British rule and its obses-
sion with the north-western land
borders, joined other Asian powers
to break out of the European colo-
nial mould established over Asia
which disrupted many of these his-
torical links with our wider mar-
itime neighbourhood. Nehru tried

“,ETNESOFNW
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to reach out to this neighbourhood,
but Cold War politics and India’s in-
ward-looking economic strategy of
the 1960s and 1970s prevented the
full blossoming of a wider neigh-
bourhood community.

It is only more recently, ever since
India’s Look East policy was
launched by the Narasimha Rao
government in the early 1990s, in
tandem with external economic lib-
eralisation, that India has once
again rediscovered and reconnected
with this wider southern Asian
neighbourhood. What is important
about this new relationship is that it
is increasingly being shaped by for-
ward-looking economic factors
rather than just backward-looking
cultural ones. Indeed, many of our
east Asian neighbours are not too
excited about recalling the
cultural past, some even see in
it a touch of Indian racism and
arrogance, as they are in exploring
the economic future.

While appreciating the kind of
sentiments expressed in the late
Sukarno’s statement, forward-look-
ing Indian diplomacy must recog-
nise the partial reversal of roles. It is
Asia to our East which is now show-
ing us the way to the future.
ASEAN’s recent economic prowess
holds many lessons for India.
ASEAN has emerged as a major
economic partner for India,
with Singapore, Thailand and
Indonesia  being  particularly
important partners.
Historically Myopic

India does more trade with
Indonesia than Pakistan and
with Singapore than Bangladesh.
While Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri
Lanka are important trade partners
and potential destinations for Indi-
an investment, India’s major eco-
nomic partners, next to the US and
European Union, are the countries
of the ASEAN region and the Per-
sian Gulf, an important source of
energy, foreign exchange earnings
and job opportunities for skilled
Indians.

It is not clear who chose to define
India’s neighbourhood as south
Asia, but this view is historically my-
opic. Indeed, the notion of a south
Asia is itself a dubious geo-political
construct of recent origin. India’s
neighbourhood, defined in econom-
ic and cultural terms, spans a region
better described as southern Asia.
It’s a thought worth
keeping in mind when
we welcome the new
President of Indonesia
on his visit to New
Delhi later this month.
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rival Karmapa
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GANGTOK, Feb. 5. — A Buddhist apoliticlal organisation,
Denzong Nang-ten Sung-kyob Tsongpa, has urged Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee to instal Trinley Thaye Dorji as the 17th Karmapa of
the Karma Kagyu sect at Rumtek Monastery in Sikkim.

Trinley Thaye Dorji is rival of the 14-year-old Urgyen Trinley
Dorji, who is now awaiiing asylum at Dharamsala, for the Gyalwa
Karmapa title . The Dharma Chakra Centre at Rumtek is the
Karma Kagyu sect’s seat-in-exile.

The DNST, a pro-Sharmar Rimpoche organisation opposed to
Urgyen Trinley Dorji, has {axed a memorandum to the Prime
Minister on 28 January, requesting him to provide necessary aid
and security for Trinley Thaye Dorji’s safe passage to the DCC.

The DNST, a pro-Shamar Rimpoche organisation opposed to
Urgyen Trinley Dorji, has faxed a memorandum to the Prime

and security for Trinley Thave Dorji’s safe passage to the DCC.

The memorandum said the DCC has been the Kagyu sect’s
international headquarters since 1959 when the 16th Karmapa
established thé centre after his flight from Tibet following
Chinese aggression. The centre is without a spiritual head ever
since the 16th Karmapa passed away in 1981.

The memorandum was signed among others by the DNST chair-
man, Mr Sonam Yongda, president of the Sikkim Tribal Women
Welfare Association, Mrs Khando Cingapa, general secretary of
All Sikkim Gurung Buddhist Association, Mr Praveen Gurung.

Tkunzing Shamar Rimpoche, one of the four Rumtek regents,
had recognised Trinley Thaye Dorji (17) as the reincarnation of
. the 16th Gyalwa Karmara, Runjung Rigpae Dorji. Thaye Dorji
lives alternately in New Delhi and Kalimpong. The Centre has
been providing security to him. The DNST has stated devotees
and followers were eagerly awaiting the arrival of Thaye Dorji.

The group of Rumtek monks headed by Regent Galtasab
Rimpoche has recognised Urgyen Trinley Dorji as the 17th
Karmapa, while the faction headed by Regent Shamar Rimpoche
has recognised Thaye Dorji. Both Shamar Rimpoche and Tai-Situ,
another regent, were banned from entering Sikkim following
clashes between warring factions at the DCC in 1993.

Meanwhile, the Jamgon Kongtrul Labrang or the supreme
administrative body of the Jamgon Kuntrul Rimpoche’s
monastery in Kalimpong, has refuted media reports that Jamgon
Kongtrul Rimpoche along with Shamar Rimpoche had “ques-
tioned” the “letter of prediction” on the Karmapa’s 17th reincar-
nation left behind by the 16th Gyalwa Karmapa. The Jamgon
Kongtrul Labrang general-secretary, Mr Tenzing Dorji said media
reports about the third Jomgon Kongtrul Rimpoche recognising “a
Sikkimese boy as the 17th reincarnation of the Karmapa was
baseless.”
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 19

PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari
Vajpayee today made it clear that
India would not take any decision
concerning its security under pres-
sure and that Indo-US relations
should be based on "equal terms."

Hours before US President: Bill
Clinton arrived in the Capital, Mr
Vajpayee said: "We will not take
any decision under pressure so far
as our security is concerned. We
will take our own decisions.”

Mr Vajpayee, who was address-
.ing a gathering at his residence on
the eve of Holi, expressed confi-
dence that the US Presidential
visit, taking place after a gap of 22
years, would help improve bilater-
al ties a good deal.

The Prime Minister recalled that

AV
Washington jad resented the 1998

Pokhran nuclear tests and imposed
economic and technological sanc-
tions against India. Mr Vajpayee
-recalled his own- statement at the
time that Indians would be pre-
pared to face all difficulties for the
sake of the country's security and
honour.

The US has still not lifted the
sanctions, Mr Vajpayee said but, at
the same time, expressed hope that
the current Indo-US talks would
bring about a considerable
improvement in relations between
the two countries.

Meanwhile, National Security
Adviser Brajesh Mishra said today
that India would raise the sanc-
tions issue during the talks with Mr
Clinton. Speaking to a private TV
channel, he said India considered
the sanctions to be an impediment
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in the development of long-term
ties between the two countries.

Mr Mishra said India would wel-
come US pressure on Jslamabad to
halt Pak-backed terrofist activities
in India. He made it clear that
India would not accept the Line of
Control (LoC) as the international
border between India and Pakistan
and would continue to seek the
return of Indian territory occupied
by Pakistan, as laid down by a 1994
resolution of Parliament.

For a dialogue to begin with
Pakistan, he said, it was necessary
that not only Islamabad should
restore the sanctity of the LoC, it
should stop cross-border terrorism
also. He said India was keen on
long-term relationship with the US
that "has to be based on common
perceptions of a new world order--
-political, strategic and economic."

e
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NEW DELHI, March 22. — In a clear departure from its noh-
alignment policy, India has accepted the dominant role of tlle
USA in regional, strategic and economic spheres, said the CPI-
Politburo today.

The Polithuro criticised the joint statement issued after talk
between Mr Bill Clinten and Mr AB Vajpayee. CPI-M MPs stayed
away from the US President’s address to Parliament today.

The party noted with concern the continuing US sanctions
against India in technological and economic spheres. “The talk of
bilateral cooperation in scientific and technological fields is hol-
low with such an inequitable system in place.”

Scathing in its criticism of the Indo-US joint statement, the CPI-
M pointed out that “though in the past, India consistently advo-
cated the cause of universal nuclear disarmament, in this state-
ment, it is stated that India and USA are prepared to work
together to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
means of delivery”. This, says the party, is an oblique reference to
India’s acceptance of the need to sign the CTBT.

The CPI-M said the declaration that the two countries would not
engage in nuclear and missile arms race was hypocritical as the
USA was developing a new theatre missile defence system in East
Asia and conductmg a joint programme with Israel for developmg
an ‘anti-ballistic missilée defence system.

The party accused the BJP government of accommodatmg US
" concerns to the extent of recognising that America Had 4’ signifi-
cant role in regional security. “This is a major shift from the poli-
cy of non-alignment.”

Protests in Bhopal

Leading social organisations today took to the streets and staged
a day-long demonstration in central Bhopal to protest against US
President Mr Bill Clinton’s visit to India. They feel the implica-
tions of the trip would spell disaster for millions of farmers
labourers, the poor, and Dalits and tribals across the country.

THE STATESMAN
7 3 MAR 2D

N




P?esment’s speech:
Peace, says Centre

No differences, says PMO; Cllnton annoéur}ces aid

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD, MARCH 24

a move to prevent Presi-
I dent Narayanan remarks in
e context of President Bill

Clinton’s visit from snowballing

into a controversy, the Prime

Minister’s Office has issued a

stern warning to the media to

desist from publicising contro-
versies where none exist.

\ The Prime Minister’s Office
today came outwith a strong de-
nial of any policy difference be-
tween the Government and the
President on foreign policy in
context of the visit and de-
scribed newspaper reports int
this regard as “unwarranted and
indeed, tendentious”.

I Referring to reports insome
newspapers stating that the

. Government was cut up with

‘ President K R Narayanan for
his “bitter” remarks about the
US in his banquet speech, a
statement issued by H K Dua,
Press Advisor to Prime Minis-

ter said, “The 2ports have:

drawn the unwarranted, in-
deed, tendentious conclusion
that there are differences of pol-
icy between the Government
and the President,” the state-
ment said, adding, “While the
articulation may vary, the sub-
stance of the statements made
by the President and the Prime

Minister is the same.”

The statement said the
Prime Minister had seen several
news reportscriticising the Pres-
ident’s speech at his banquet in
honour of Clinton on March 21.

On non-alignment, a refer-
ence to which was made in
Narayanan’s speech, Dua said
the Governmer®t’s policy had

. been clearly enunciated in the

President’s address to the joint
session of Parliament on Febru-
“India’s foreign policy of .
non-alignment and peaceful co-
existence is relevant to the
multi-polar world today. This is
based on the principle of pro-

tectihg our vital mterests and
promoting our national ideals,”
Narayanan had said in his ad-
dress tO the Parliament.

Meanwhile, in Hyderabad
today, President Clinton an-
nounced an aid package of ten
million dollars to fight infectious
discases and for penetration of
Information Technology into
rural areasin India.

Clinton, who arrived in the
morning and was here for over |
five hours, visited the Mahavir -
Hospital where he adminis-
tered the last dose of medicine
to declare three patients cured
from tuberculosis and declared
an aid of five million dollars to
fight the twin diseases of AIDS
and TB.

. He also anhounoed a five
mllhon dollar aid for the promo-
tion of Information Technology
in rural areas while addressing
software entrepreneurs
at the HITEC city,
where he described India

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Narayanan’s speech

as having the potential to become
world’s largest economy by using
internet power inreducation.
“India and United States can
together take the infotech busi-
ness to new heights and a lot of
our future depends on the right
kind of partnership,” Clinton told

\a gathering of IT professionals

and industrialists that included it
gurus N R Narayana Murthy-of
Infosys, Azim Premji of Wipro,
industrialists C K Birla, Aniji
Reddy, NASSCOM president
Dewang Mehta, MPs, MLAs and
others.

achievements in high technology
areas, Clinton $3id, “Your coun-
try has moved from brain drain to
brain gain now”, and made aspe-
cific mention of the success sto-
ries scripted by Infosys, Wipro
and Satyam Computers.
Describing the US President’s
visit to the city as a recognition to

- the TT development programmes

being pursued by Andhra
Pradesh government, the Chief
Minister said Clinton was im-
pressed with the women welfare
programme — Development of
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NEw DELHI, MARCH 15. The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, today asserted that India would
not “buckle under pressure” on the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty and said New Delhi did not share the
U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton’s perception that the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir was explosive.

The Government would not have conducted nu-
clear tests in 1998 if it had “buckled under pressure”,
Mr. Singh said while responding to a special mention
in the Rajya Sabha raised by Mr. Eduardo Faleiro of
the Congress(I) on Mr. Clinton’s visit.

On Mr. Clinton’s reported statement that the sit-
uation along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kash-
mir was dangerous, the Minister said, “we do not
share the same perception”.

Accusing the Government of buckling under pres-
sure on the CTBT issue, Mr. Faleiro said national
interests had been given a go-by by agreeing to dis-
mantle quantitative restrictions at the initiative of
the U.S.

On Mr. Faleiro’s query on QRs, Mr. Singh said the
QRs had not been dismantled at the instance of
Washington but to fulfil a World Trade Organisation
obligation.

Earlier, in another special mention, Mr. Ram Go-
pal Yadav (Samajwadi Party) alleged that the U.S.
Secretary of State, Ms. Madeleine Albright, had made
statements of ““indirect threat” to New Delhi on In-

% India will not bow to
“pressure on CTBT: Jaswant

N

ould
.He

dia’s nuclear programme and said the U.S.
stop interfering in the country’s internal matte

was supported by the CPI member, Mr. Gurudas Das |

Gupta.

In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Singh said the military rule
in Pakistan was not coming in the way of resumption
of a dialogue with it and that New Delhi’s insistence
on creation of a suitable climate for dialogue by Isla-
mabad was “not a pre-condition” but “an essential
ingredient”.

India had initiated the dialogue and was “wedded
and committed” to a dialogue with Pakistan. How-
ever, for the resumption of dialogue, “a suitable cli-
mate, which is not a pre-condition but an essential
ingredient, has to be created,” he said.

He said Pakistan must check cross-border terror-
ism, abjure violence and stop hostile propaganda
against India to create a suitable atmosphere for re-
suming talks.

India was committed to resolving all outstanding
issues with Pakistan including those related to Jam-
mu and Kashmir bilaterally in accordance with the
Shimla agreement and the Lahore declaration, Mr.
Singh pointed out. The international community
now openly recognised Pakistan’s state-sponsorship
of terrorism and the impact this had on the security
of the country and the region. — PTI /
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—/Véiled warning against

legitimising Musharraf

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, March 15: Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee today fell back on
the Commonwealth to tell the US

that India cannot return to the
talks table unless democracy isre- -

stored in Pakistan, and cautioned
President Bill Clinton against le-
gitimising the Pervez Musharraf
regime during his visit to that
country.

Simultaneously, the foreign
ministry made it clear that India
was not prepared to accept a role
for Clinton in resolving the Kash-
mir dispute nor to resume talks
with Pakistan, both of which are
on the US President’s wishlist.

In a message on Common-
wealth Day, the Prime Minister
said: “The commonwealth heads
of government, in the meeting
held in Durban in November
1999, reiterated their shared
commitment to the principles of
democracy.. This commitment
will, we hope, be continued to be
reflected in every action taken by
our association.”

After Musharraf’s coup, the
Commonwealth suspended Pak-
istan from all its councils. Vajpay-
ee had played a key role in this,
and had then said Delhi would not
accept Islamabad’s request for
talks till it stopped abetting cross-
border terror.

Vajpayee’s remarks today ap-
pear to have twin objectives. One,
he is affirming that India will not
betray its belief in democracy by
legitimising the Pakistani junta
with a reopening of talks. Two, he
istryingto convey to the US that it
should pressure Musharraf to re-
store democracy and stop export
of terror.

In Washington, :secretary of
state Madeleine Albright was al-

TME TELEGRAPH

Atal deals
demo

v

ace to US

cracy

no way is this a decision to en-
dorse the military coup or the gov-
ernment led by Musharraf.”

Although Delhi has reluctant- .
ly come to terms with the
Pakistan visit, it is now harden-
ing its stand by telling the US it
should keep its hands off Kash-
mir and reiterating that it is in no
hurry to resume talks.

“The US has no role to play in
the India-Pakistan dispute. Not as
amediator, neither as a facilitator
nor by using its good office to
make the two sides resume the di-
alogue,” an official said.

India’s stand stems from the
feeling that after Clinton's visit
the government will be forced to
resume talks with Pakistan.

A senior South Block official
said Indian and US perceptions
on Kashmir differed sharply. “We °
don’t agree with the US view that
South Asia is a flashpoint. We are
not willing to resume dialogue
with Pakistan unless it creates
the right atmosphere — which is
stopping cross-border terrorism.”

With barely a week to go for
Clinton’s touchdown, India is lay-
ing the parameters for talks dur-
ing the visit: no compromise on ei-
ther Kashmir or the nuclear
issue. Washington does not expect
it either, not at least on the nu-
clear issue. It will concede Delhi
has the sovereign right to decide
what is necessary for its security,
but will add the sting of a condem-
nation of the nuclear tests.

Pak bans meetings

Pakistan has banned political me-
etings in public, strikes and pro-
cessions to avoid any unpleasant
incident during Clinton’s visit.

] h’{orereports on Page 6 1
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_MEA announces
hlgh points 0
Chnton visit

STATES N NEWS SERVICE

NEW DE}‘HI, March 18, — Kashmir, Indo-Pak tensions, nuclear
proliferation and the CTBT seem to be the issues that will domi-
nate interests and attention during the US President’s visit — a
tour whose feel-good factor is rapidly eroding because of exces-
sive sanitisation and lack of substance.

The external affairs ministry today spelt out some high points of
the visit, perhaps, to divert the overwhelming focus on con- ¢
tentious issues. But it was a case of too little too late and there
were few takers for the niceties.

Earlier today, Mr Jaswant Singh’s appeal not to view the visit
through the prism of Indo-Pak relations fell on deaf ears with all
media questions focussing on the differences between the two
countries.

A vision statement paving the future direction of Indo-US rela-
tions, an agreement to establish a science and technology forum
and a joint statement on cooperation in energy and environment
are, according to the MEA, some of the highpoints of Mr Bill
Clinton’s five-day visit to India.

The MEA was perhaps trying to counter the excessive focus on neg-
ative aspects that have arisen out of the vacuum in the visit’s
substantive content, either real or created by excessive officia!
secrecy.

The agreement to set up the science and technology forum woulc
implement a 1997 decision. It envisages transfer of technology
research and development, a comprehensive electronic reference
source and electronic exchange and dissemination of information,
studies and assistance of joint collaborations as well as interac-
tion with other scientific societies.

The forum will be monitored by a governing body comprising
seven eminent people from each side and function as a non-profit
organisation with the department of science and technology act-
ing as the nodal agency for governmental interface.

The joint statement on cooperation in energy and environment
would focus on promotion of energy cooperation, protection of
environment, role of energy in economic development as well as
health and environmental risks associated with unsustainable '
development, MEA officials said.

Mr Clinton will visit Nayla village in Rajasthan to gain a better
understanding of issues related to self-government like the pan-
chayat system and women’s empowerment, the officials said.

The US President would be able to see samples of Indian handi-
crafts when he visits the Amer fort.

While in Hyderabad, Mr Clinton is scheduled to inspect a health
project on tuberculosis eradication. He will also meet IT profes-
sionals at Cyberabad.

The selective disclosure of substantive parts of the US
President’s visit, however, failed to counter the perception that it
is turning into a hands-off, out-of-bounds tele-encounter.

Most sites on the Presidential itinerary have been declared out
of bounds for the print media and the President’s interaction
with India is now limited to selective themes and groups with no
opportunity for an interface with the public.

Not only will he not be seen except on television but Mr Clinton
will also not be heard. If prior announcements are anything to go
by, the normally loquacious US President will remain unusually
quiet during his visit here.

He will answer no questions at all except perhaps on one occa-
sion in Hyderabad House and make no comments except in his
scheduled speeches.

Adding to the red tape are the large “private” areas that are out
of bounds for the media. Even his meeting with generation next,
officials said, may not be open to the media.
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India warn

STATESMAN NEWS ssnch(7 \

NEW DELHI, March 3. — An
emissary of Thaye Dorje, the
rival claimant to the Karmapa
throne, today warned India
that an attempt may be made
to forcibly enter the Rumtek
monastery in Sikkim.

A makeshift helipad had also
been constructed near the
monastery to facilitate “illegal
entry”, Lama Sonam Rinchin.
The refence was obviously to to
reports that the 17th Karmapa,
Urgyen Trinley Dorje, had
expressed a desire to visit
Sikkim.

The Lama, at his first public
appearance since his arrival
here, said the government
could face serious law and
order problems if Urgyen
Trinley Dorje prolonged his
stay in the country.

The government would have

which ad
wider politlcal
implicatiohs,
he said.

Lama
Rinchin
accused “pow-
erful forces
backed by
power  and
money” for car-
rying on- a
campaign of
misinforma-

tion. He hinted ™

the = Dalai
Lama could be
behind these
campaigns,
when he clari-

fied that the forces were not
Chinese but “who fight for
Tibet against China”.

ed of\l(umtek G

to be ﬁi t to [
the dahgders

Urgyen Thinley Dorje

conference,
Rinchin released a book, The

press

the {‘70 %Qilal

Lama as

-polltlcal
4 leader, the

Karma Kagyu
sect was not
ready to accept

| his spiritual
| leadership, the
| Lama said.

He, however,
insisted that
no demands
were being
made of the
Indian govern-
ment. “We are
not in a posi-
tion to advice
the Indian gov-
ernment”,

At today’s
Lama

Siege of the Karmapa, which
Even though they respected details the historical back-
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ground and t consplracy
leading to the 1393 violence at
Rumtk monaste

Documents distributed to
journalists quoted the demand
of a non-government organisa-
tion, the Sikkim Buddhist
Culture Protection Orga-
nisation, for installation of
Thaye Dorje at Rumtek. The
organisation reportedly sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
Prime Minister and had sought
steps for the preservation, pro-
tection and safe custody of the
monastery.

The NGO criticised Urgyen
Dorje saying the “Chinese
Lama” was misusing Indian
hospitality by making political
statements.

It expressed concern that
India would be used as a plat-
form for raising political issues
which would disturb Sino-

Indian relations. //,




-€urbs won’t cloud
India’s N-[}'Ian: PM

‘Strategy ne’é&k will\dictate arms control’

KAIGA: Prime Minister Atal
Behari  Vajpayee reiterated
India’s commitment to a time-
bound and comprehensive global
disarmament but asserted that
this would be guided by “strategic
autonomy and the need to main-
tain a credible minjmurp nuclear
deterrent”. E/ﬂ ?lﬂ\:\

Dedicating the second unit /of
the Kaiga atomic power station to
the nation, Mr Vajpayee said, “Till
all weapons of mass destruction
are dismantled we continue to be
guided by the imperative of
India’s strategic autonomy and the
need to maintain a credible mini-
mum nuclear deterrent.”

The PM’s statement assumes
significance in the light of US.
President Bill Clinton’s forthcom-
ing visit to India. Mr Vajpavee
asserted that India’s self-
reliance in the nuclear sec-
tor will not be compro-
mised and said “every
Indian is proud of the fact
that despite sanctions
being imposed, the capaci-+
ty factors of our nuclear H
power plants have gone up

He said that over the
years India had followed a policy
of restraint in the area of nuclear
weapons. “‘Finally, in May 1998 we
were compelled to exercise the
nuclear option due to deteriora-
tion of the regional security envi-
ronment,” he said.

The prime minister said the
nuclear energy sector was close to
his heart and he would ensure that
it played a very important role in
the country’s development and
security.

The prime minister announced
a new programme to encourage
young scientific talent. He said the
government was preparing a plan
to assure a guaranteed career pro-
file for young boys and girls highly
talented in science, right from the
ten plus two stage, provided they
opt for a career in research.

Mr Vajpayee said government
was committed to increase fund-
ing for research and development
from one per cent of the GDP to
two per cent in five years to
encourage a career in science
among the youth.

Recalling that after the nuclear
tests in 1998 he had declared that
India had become a nuclear
weapons state, he said the country
would follow a no-first-use policy.
“This shows our confidence in our

A.B. Vajpayee

nuclear strength. It also shows our
desire that weapons of mass
destruction should not be used by
anybody,” he said.

He urged scientists to work with
renewed vigour to master the
emerging frontiers of technology
to defeat today’s neo-colonialism
through technology control.

Congratulating the Nuclear
Power Corporation Limited
(NPCL) for its achievements, Mr
Vajpayee said the 220-mw pres-
surised heavy water reactor was
indigenously designed to meet the
latest safety standards and had
state-of-the-art technology includ-
ing computerised controls.

Underscoring the importance of
nuclear energy, Mr Vajpayee said
over the last three decades.
nuclear power had proved to be a
viable, clean and safe
energy resource and
i called for efforts to
increase per capita energy
consumption. He said
nuclear power would
} become increasingly
important, contributing
substantially to the energy
sector of the country as
conventional sources of
fossil fuel like coal and oil were
fast depleting.

Mr Vajpayee noted that the
nuclear sector which had slowed
down in the industrialised coun-
tries in the recent past was now
beginning to pick up in Asia.

He said the centre had alreadv
sanctioned Rs 2 crore to help vil-
lagers displaced from the vicinity
of the Kaiga atomic power project.
Another Rs 2 crore would be
given from the central treasury, he
assured. (P7)

Al
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India rebuffs bid to lmk UN

seat with the Kashmir'issue

HT Correspondent
. New Delhi, March 7

INDIA TODAY rebuffed any
attempt to connect its search for a
permanent seat in an expanded
United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) with the question of the
implementation of the UN resolu-
tions on the Kashmir issue.

Days before US President Bill
Clinton's visit, it also reiterated its
uncompromising opposition to any
third party mediation on the issue
that, in Washington's perception,
renders the region the most dan-
gerous one in the world.

The latest provocation was a
Washington-datelined report quot-
ing a Press release by the Indian
American Political Foundation
which in turn quoted President
Clinton as saying, "India should be

along with Brazil and Japap but
how to overcome the UN resolu-
tions regarding Kashmir is the
main obstacle to such action."

Noting the unofficial nature of
the news item, the official
spokesman for the External Affairs
Ministry said, "We see absolutely
no connection between the two
issues. Our legitimate claim to a
permanent membership of the
UNSC is predicated on very strong
objective criteria. As far as the
Jammu and Kashmir issue is con-
cerned, we see no role for a third
party including the US."

The chasm between the Indian
and US positions was in evidence
yesterday with an eminent US
South Asia hand mentioning a
"contributory” role that
Washington could play in ensuring

9 %\ L fmanent member of the SC

that peaceful talks between India
and Pakistan could be resumed.

More strikingly, however, his col-
leagues from the Brookings
Institute, advocating at a panel dis-
cussion yesterday a resumption of
the India-Pakistan dialogue with-
out pre-conditions, also indicated
how the informed US opinion was
no respecter of the Indian percep-
tion about Musharraf.

While New Delhi is stuck in its
unyielding stance of no dialogue
with the usurper Gen. Musharraf
unless Pakistan stops patronising
cross-border terrorism, Richard
N.Haass and Stephen P.Cohen
advocated a resumption of the
India-Pakistan dialogue without
pre-conditions so that a further
slide in Pakistan's fortunes with
dire consequences for the region
could be checked.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

- § MAR 200




1

*}SNI) pue Yjrej
poo8 Jo odpurid 1942 pP3)R[OlA YOTYM ‘URISIE] SEA OLIBUIIS
Suualieay 240qe 2yl 01 uondooxs 2jeUNIIOJUN SUO BYL
:.UMHQNH
UeISy INos oy Jo 3jom pue drem a1y swooaq wsireinid pue
foe100wap 219yMm YIomowely saneradood e miylm, sdiysuon
-B[aI [BNINW IY}050] 9ABIM O] Seam UOISIA S, 'UOISa1 oy U
uoneradoos pue jsn1) Jo a1sydsourje paseaIdul ue ul spusp
-1a1p you pred pey Aorjod ayJ, “eipuy 10} op pinod AsY3 uey)
SINOqUSISU s3I 10} a10W Op 01 SU[ls seam BIpU] YoIym ur 4o
-1jod feoulswWIASE UR --- ,3UL00(] [BXNO), Y} se PAQUIISIP
U23q peY 18YM O} Pa1IaJai I9)STUIA WL ISULIOY 3y} ‘sInoq
-ySrou sjerpawun s) Y sdiysuone(as serpu] jo Sunyeads
Jspuaxn; aanisod Jnq saroeds)
J[MOLJIpP JO UOTIENIIS B Y3im SUl[eap S1e om ‘2I0J213Y) [[eI2AQ
“e1a 18\ PIOD-1s0d Y3 UI JUBAS[2I 2IOW UA3 3q sdeyrad

[{12 SIY L, "Pres [eafnn IA ,‘I2Y10 Yora U0 1em axew 03 Af2yi].

$SO[ pue ‘sirejje sJ3YI0 Yoo Ul 2ISIIUI 0] A[ONI] SSI[ ‘S10U
-11ed s[qess 2q 01 A[21] 2JoW 3Ie saRIdOWP Iey) sesndured
uesnoury Auew ur Jendod £10ay) suone[al [euoljeuIajul
ue SSIOPUD [, "SUOHEB[SI S()-BIPU] PIISJEj-INW pUB IISO[D
Ul Jnsal 0) pUNoq Sem JUIUINLISACL Y] Ul safueyd juanbayy
ondsap yamois orwouods Apea)s seIpUJ ‘W) SwWes Y] 1Y
‘[9e1s] 10 3duRLI 3} 2y} Jo suodeom Iea[onu oy} oI
a1om A9Y [, :SN 2Ys 198uepus jou pip suodeam Jes[onu sji pue
eipu] ‘sanmuniioddo pajuasaid Aoy 1013ayM I0 I13Y30 1oed 0)
jea1y) e pasod saprs om] a3 IayIaym uo paseq sem diysuorn
-e[a1 [e1ajeflq Aue Jo A)isuaiul Y1 Jey) pajiasse [eilny) I
 BISY [BIIUD)) pue
JIND Y1 uI AIfIqels pue SaUR[-23S 3y} JO A)noas Furfass s1o
-mod 3y} [Je Yim souanifuod Jo 22189p e serdurn siyJ, “sond
-dns £815u5 [BUIAIX3 UO JuEpUIdOp SIOW USAS SWOIDQ [[IM

BIpU] ‘soA19s31 seF 10 [10 snouafipui yuedyudis Jo duasqe
oy) w pue ‘paysrdep Sureq YSIH Aequiog oY) JO $I2INOSAI
Y1 YA, ‘pres [exlnn 1jA , ‘A[pider Suimois are syusworibai
£310us serpuy ‘vonemdod pue sowooul SulsiI M,
‘sp1ayds snotrea ur saprjod sA1Unod oY) uo 19919
Ue 9ABY ‘SANIUSPI [RUOITDI JO UONISSSE 0) pajefar suwajqoid
pue sonsn{ ‘suradu0d A3unoss ‘431ous ‘Ayderfowap ‘yuowdo
-[9A3p JO seale up sade} eIpuj sadusfeys juedrudis oY) eyl
mo pajutod eifnn I ‘Aepiaisah ‘areme[d(q ‘uoiSurwpim
ul {1DUNoY) SHeJFY PHOM 243 e 3song [eads e se Junjeadg
‘[eImo Tewny I9pUY JOISIUTIA SUIL] ISULIO]
01 Syipioooe ‘shem feroads ur sarjod Ajunooss pue uSialo]
su v.o/ymm o>mE suorsinduwioo [eurdul FNOINA S.VIANI

8 Yole\ ‘UOIBUIUSEAA
wapuodsaiio) IH

AR TWEN =

[eilns) syesse ‘g 01 1eaay) ou asod soynu s erpuy

THE HINDUSTAN TME3

- SMAR 2D



N ew Delhi regrets

\,((\'\

INDIA TODAY reiterated its
unhappiness with US President
Bill Clinton's decision to visit
Pakistan while Islamabad was
quick to reinforce the argument
that the visit would indeed signal
US support to the military regime.

The decision had clearly dis-
mayed India because it demolished
at one stroke the carefully built
Indian strategy for isolating the
military regime in Pakistan in the
international community.
Pakistan's military ruler
Gen.Musharraf was quick to grasp
this particular implication. "It (the
trip) vindicates the legitimacy of
my government's stand," he said.

Driving the point home,Pakistan
also linked President Clinton's
decision to his desire "to resolve+
the Kashmir problem and bring
peace to our region."

The US however clarified that
the stop-over would mean neither
an approval of the military regime
nor a desire to play a mediatory
role in the Kashmir issue.

The official spokesman for the

External irs Ministry said
Prime nister Atal Behari
Vajpayet's remark to President

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 8

lSlOIl

last evening's tele-
phone convessation that the visit
would signal support for the mili-
tary regime "means precisely that."

"There is support to terrorism
from Pakistan," he said. "There is
complete freedom for terrorists to
operate  from  bases in
Pakistan,which is a cause for con-
cern to both India and the US. The
US has expressed on many occa-
sions its concern over terrorism.”

The India-US Working group
said on Feb.8 that both India and
the US unequivocally condemned
terrorism of all sorts irrespective of
"the  considerations of a
political,philosophical,ideologi-
cal,racial,ethnic,religious or any
other nature that may be invoked
to justify them."

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said on Feb.16,while testi-
fying before the House
International Relations
Committee that Pakistan had
become a "transit point" for terror-

ists. "We have been concerned
about the fact", she said, “that
groups like
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War of words at Sino-Indian talks

R \&
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NEW DELHI, March 8. — Sharp differ-
ences between India and China were evi-
dent at the first round of Sino-Indian secu-
rity dialogue, with China urging India to
implement the post-Pokhran UN Security
Council resolution 1172 calling for a roll-
back of India's nuclear programme, and
India expressing concern over China’s help
to Pakistan’s missile and nuclear pro-
gramme.

While the two countries have agreed to
continue the dialogue, saying it is the
only way to resolve differences, the
recently-concluded joint secretary-level
talks in Beijing make it clear that China
remains the strongest opponent of India’s
nuclear programme among the P-5 coun-
tries. i

India minced no words in conveying its

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

concerns about China’s assistance. to
Pakistan’s nuclear and missile pro-
gramme, saying it had an adverse impact
on regional stability to which India had
been obliged to respond in a responsible
and restrained manner.

India also drew attention to the responsi-
bility of major countries to work to address
new threats to regional security and stabil-
ity, including that of terrorism and
transnational crime.

China’s call for implementation of the UN
Security Council resolution cut little ice
with India, which emphasised the need for
sensitivity to each other’s security con-
cerns.

India informed China of its overall securi-
ty objectives, including its nuclear policy,
and emphasised the importance of the
principles of Panchsheel, which requires
sensitivity to each other’s sovereignty

THE STATESMAN
- 9 MAR 200

including the sovereign right of a country
to determine its own security needs and to
take necessary measures for its national
security requirements, said an external
affairs spokesman.

Areas of consonance were spelt out in
broad and general terms, with both coun-

tries agreeing that sovereignty was indi- -

visible and that the principles of
Panchsheel should guide relations between
the major countries to bring about a multi-
polar world order.

The two countries agreed that they bore a
responsibility for maintenance of peace
and stability.

Their dialogue would be one conducive to

enhancing mutual understanding, expand- '

ing consensus and promoting cooperation
and it was the only means for the resolu-
tion of their differences, the spokesman
said.

—_—



Dictator-ruled
sta}es should be

kept

Udayan Namboodiri
Cartagena (Coiombia), April 10

for India, the non-aligned

Foreign Ministers’ conference
today endorsed New Delhi’s posi-
tion that military-ruled States
should not be represented in the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).
The final view, however would be
taken by the NAM mmlt m
Dhaka next year.

External  Affah
Jaswant Singh had raiscd the issue
prominently at the conference.
Without naming Pakistan as such,
he had made a strong plea to keep
out from NAM countries with
undemocratic governments and
those that sponsored terrorism.

The declaration adopted by the
Foreign Ministers’ conference stat-
ed: “We welcome the decision of
the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) in Algiers in July, 1999 call-
ing for the restoration, before the
OAU summit, of constitutional
legality in states whose govern-
ments had come to power through
unconstitutional  means. We
strongly recommend that this issue
be considered by the movement
(NAM) at the next summit (at
Dhaka in 2001).”

Thus, the biggest gain for India
has been in getting NAM to
acknowledge the need to reinvent
itself as a forum of nations based
on the rule of law. Though solemn
and anti-Pakistani, NANIg could not
resist the temptation to redefine its
political culture.

The OAU member states make
up the single biggest bloc in NAM.

IN A clear diplomatic triumph

Mlmste‘;\’7
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pleasing them, India has
extracted not just help in embar-
rassing the Parvez Musharraf
regime, but also insurdnce against
another round of India baiting at
the forthcoming summit of the
Organisation of Islamic States
(OIC) at Qatar. After all, a large
number of OAU members are also
part of OIC. So when Qatar want-
ed a resolution moved welcoming
the staging of the summit, India
swiftly moved in a rider explicitly
mentioning that NAM members
like itself who are not part of OIC
would not be subject of unaccept-
able commentary.

Rhetoric continued to be poured
on the burning economic questions
belore the developing world. The
usual praises were showered on
existing, multilateral and United
Nations declarations striving for
co-operation.  Similarly, con-
demned was. the G-8 domination
of world trade (especially the

unfinished agenda concerning
agriculture and textiles of the
Uruguay Round).

On Afghanistan, NAM has for
the first time documented its offi-
cial condemnation of the Taliban.
Of course, this is bound to leave
Pakistan unamused. But Indian
diplomats are satisfied that riders
that Pakistan may try to push in
Jater would only figure in the
appendix of the document. The
document has categorically record-
ed disapproval of the “continuing
use of Afghan territory, especially
areas controlled by the Taliban, for
the sheltering and training of ter-
rorists and the planning of terrorist
acts.” See also Page 14
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Democracy as Foreign Pohe?[ /

F proof were needed of Indian

foreign policy being stuck in a
rut, one need look no further than
the country’s performance at the re-
cent meetings of the Nonaligned
Movement and the Group of 77. Far
from having a pro-active agenda of
turning these moribund organisa-
tions into vehicles that could ad-
vance the interests of India and the
developing world as a whole, the
Vajpayee government expended its
energy ‘in seeking to isolate Pak-
istan. Time was when Islamabad
would calibrate the success or fail-
ure of its participation in interna-
tional forums by the number of
times it was able to mention the
word ‘Kashmir’. Sadly, New Delhi
too now seems to be obsessed with
carrying bilateral baggage to multi-
lateral meetings.

The fight against ‘international
terrorism’ has become a staple, with
much importance being accorded
to a draft convention which would
do nothing to end the menace in In-
dia. And now, our foreign policy
agenda and vocabulary has been
expanded by the inclusion of anoth-
er chimerical goal, ‘democracy’.

Thanks largely to India’s insis-
tence, the 13th NAM foreign minis-
ters conference at Cartagena ended
with the international grouping
adopting a stand against the subver-
sion of democracy in member
states. The conference’s closing dec-
laration — which incorporates the
democracy norm for the first time
in NAM’s history —must now be
endorsed by the movement’s sum-
mit meeting to be held in Dhaka
next year before it becomes official
policy. In the event that the summit
ratifies the Cartagena declaration
in toto, three countries might be sus-
pended from membership: Pak-
istan, Myanmar and the West
African state of Cote d’Ivoire.

Drifting Agenda

Until recently, such a develop-
ment would have been almost un-
thinkable. It would also have been
considered out of step with the
founding principles of nonalign-
ment, one of which was non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of sov-
ereign states. In its heyday, NAM
tolerated a plurality of political and
economic systems. Sonie were so-
cialist, others capitalist. Some had
communist political systems, some
multi-party and some unabashedly
dictatorial. However, the common
link between them all was the deci-
sion by its members to refrain from
any formal military linkage with ei-
ther the US or the erstwhile Soviet
Union. In practice, many NAM

By SIDDHARTH VARADARAJAN

members were virtually members
of one or the other camp. By the
late 1960s, for example, Indonesia
and Egypt were close strategic allies
of the US; Vietnam and Cuba, on
the other hand, were firmly in the
Soviet fold. However, preserving
the basic structure of NAM was
considered more important than
being too particular about the crite-
rion for membership. After all,
apart from political neutrality,
NAM was also about forging a new
international economic order.

Misguided Diplomacy
With the end of the Cold War,
NAM has become an organisation
desperately in search of a raison
d’etre. The world is now unipolar

and much of the economic national- -

ism that underpinned the grouping
has been consciously diluted by
member countries themselves.
Since it is not apparent what the
movement must do or what interest
it should articulate, NAM has
been drifting along without an
agenda for several years now.
Last year, when one of its founding
members —Yugoslavia —was
subjected to unprovoked military
aggression by the US and other
NATO countries, NAM was unable
to take a unified stand, let alone
prevail upon Washington to respect
the UN Charter.

Rather than seeking to address
this directional drift, External Af-
fairs minister Jaswant Singh made a
strong plea at Cartagena for not al-
lowing military rulers and dictators
to be part of the grouping. His insis-
tence that such a rule was not aimed
specifically at Pakistan was, of
course, strictly for the birds. Myan-
mar has been directly ruled by the
army for more than two decades
but New Delhi has never raised the
matter at a NAM meeting or let
that fact come in the way of normal
bilateral relations. As for Cote
d’Ivoire, West Africa is too far away
to be of any great concern.

India’s championing of democra-
cy should be seen in two contexts.
First, it is a continuation of the Vaj-
payee government’s misguided —
and in the long-run, counterproduc-
tive —efforts to isolate the Mushar-
raf regime. Second, the US, which
once supported military dictator-
ships around the world and which
still tolerates authoritarian rule
when convenient, wants India to
join it in setting up what is being
called the ‘Concert of Democra-
cies’. By demanding that NAM ex-
ert pressure on countries that are
not democratic, New Delhi is sig-
nalling its enthusiasm for the pro-

n\xft'lo\n%( US-defined norms of

democracy and governance on a
world scale.

The NAM declaration may suit
the Vajpayee government’s short-
term aim of increasing international
pressure on Pakistan’s military
rulers. However, the raising of is-
sues like democracy runs the risk of
diverting attention from the task of
pushing NAM to fight for the eco-
nomic and political interests of de-
veloping countries in a world that is
rapidly becoming more complex
and unequal. The Vajpayee govern-
ment must also realise that the pro-
motion of democracy and human
rights lies at the heart of the doc-
trine of humanitarian intervention
that Secretary General Kofi Annan
unveiled at the UN General As-
sembly last year to the applause of
the US and other big powers.

There is, in addition, a practical
problem of definition which will not
be easy to resolve. Although few
countries today are ruled directly
by their militaries, there is no agree-
ment on the precise institutional
form that democracy must take.
Some NAM members have multi-
party systems, others are ruled by a
single party, some are monarchical
states. If army rule is being objected
to —presumably because democra-
tic representation is denied to the
concerned population —what
about the various sheikhdoms and
cosmetic  democracies  which
abound in the membership list of
NAM? These are questions which
will have to be debated and sorted
out before the Dhaka summit. If
there is no consensus in Dhaka and
the clause is not ratified, India will
end up with egg on its face.

Isolating China

Finally, India must be extremely
wary of the US-sponsored ‘Concert
of Democracies’ idea. The proposed
grouping has no purpose other than
the isolation of China at the inter-
national level; certainly, the promo-
tion of genuine political and eco-
nomic plurality is not its aim. What-
ever New Delhi’s differences with
Beijing, these must be sorted out at
the bilateral level without the intru-
sion of extraneous ideological is-
sues and without the involvement
of other big powers. The same is
true for our relations with Pakistan.
Its all very well complaining to the
whole world about how badly Is-
lamabad has been
behaving. However,
the national interest
will be served only
by the resumption
of dialogue.
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India clalms major gains’ at

N d\' By Hasan Suroor (\O

b

HAVANA, APRIL 14. The five-day G-77 summit
ended here today W]th Indla claiming several
major diplomatic “gains”, the most ‘‘signif-
icant” being the inclusion of its formulation
on democracy in the final key dodument —
the Havana Declaration the main theme of
which is combating international terrorism
and removing inequities in north-south trade.
The formulation commits all G-77 countries to
“promoting democracy and strengthening the
rule of law” sending out a strong message to
those G-77 member countries where demo-
cratic institutions are under siege.

Officials stressed that it was not related to
developments in Pakistan, which is facing in-
ternational pressure to restore democracy,
and was simply a way of re-emphasising the
third world’s commitment to democracy. In
reply to a question, the Secretary (Economic
Relations) in the Ministry of External Affairs,
Mr. Sudhir K. Devare, said there was no oppo-
sition to the paragraph from any country, and
even Pakistan went along with it. “They did
not oppose it.”

India also succeeded in pushing through its
proposal that the summit recognise the signif-
icance of information technology and urge
member countries to make full use of it for
development. The final version included in
the Declaration describes information tech-
nology as “one of the pillars of technological
revolution... and a powerful development tool
of our time.’

Pak. keeps low profile

There was a degree of barely concealed sat-
isfaction in Indian diplomatic circles that in
comparison Pakistan took a back seat and vir-
tually made no significant contribution to the
Declaration. “Well, we didn’t notice any,”
nior officials noted drily. Despite the presence

of the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, )
Pakistan apparently not only kept a low profile
but according to the leader of the Indian dele-
gation Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, it even
seemmed isolated. In fact, this was one reason,
he suggested, why Pakistan did not raise the
Kashmir issue. “After what they experienced
at NAM (non-aligned Foreign Ministers’ con-
ference in Colombia) they realised that raising
the issue here would not help,” he said.

Dr. Joshi claimed “widespread support” for
India on bilateral issues and said most of the
countries whose representatives he met here
during the summit recognised New Delhi as a
“world leader.” “Yasser Arafat (Palestinian
leader) hugged me and kissed me twice,” he
chuckled. And added that India “certainly en-
joys greater respect and support than Pakistan
does.”

The Cuban President, Mr. Fidel Castro,
whom he met briefly to deliver a message from
the Prime Minister, MR. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
was “very happy and warm" though he regret-
ted that the Prime Minister himself did not
make it to the summit.

The Indian camp was particularly excited
over Cambodia’s public support for India’s
claim to a permanent seat at the United Na-
tions Security Council. The mood was one of
celebration as the word spread that the Cam-
bodian Prime Minister, Mr. Hun Sen, had
stood up for India — redeeming the promise
he had made during his visit to India recently.

Officials said India’s perceptions on several
issues were reflected both in the Havana Dec-
laration and the Programme of Action adopt-
ed at the summit. These included the Indian
position that G-77 should focus entirely on
development issues and not allow political
differences to come in the way of south-south
cooperation. In fact there was a sense in some
Indian circles that Mr. Castro somewhat spoilt
his brilliant speech with his political attack on

-17 summit

“the 1.S. and other developed countries.

Dr. Joshl said while Mr. Castro’s ‘‘facts were
clear” India believed that the emphasis in

77 should be on development and south-
south cooperation rather than on political dif-
ferences.

In his speech, the Minister focussed on sus-
tainable development which, he said, was pos-
sible if there was “‘sustainable consumption
and sustainable production”. He called for
curbs on “‘excessive’’ consumption saying that
conspicuous consumption in affluent socie-
ties put an intolerable strain on the earth’s
resources and environment. He also reiterated
India’s strong opposition to attempts to link
trade with social issues such as core labour
standards and environment.

This is reflected in the final declaration
which among other things calls for a more
equitable and participative world economic
order. It expresses concern that liberalisation
of international trade has not benefitted most
of the developing countries, and says there is
need to restore confidence in multilateral
trading system. “We stress the universality of
the World Trade Organisation through accel-
eration of the accession process without polit-
ical conditionalities”, the declaration says.

The declaration sharply asserts the “right”
of developing countries to choose their own
models of development in accordance with
their national priorities "‘without any interfe-
rence in their internal affairs.”

Envoy to Nepal named

NEW DELHI, APRIL 14. Dr. Deb Mukharji, current-
ly Indian High Commissioner in Bangladesh,
has been appointed Ambassador to Nepal, in
succession to Mr. K. V. Rajan. He is expected
to take up his assignment shortly, an official
release said today. — UNI
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 17. While backing
the Government’s campaign to

 counter international terrorism,

several parliamentarians today
said India should consider a dia-
logue with Pakistan at an “appro-
priate time.”

Participating in a discussion at
the meeting of the Parliamentary
consultative committee on Exter-
nal Affairs, many lawmakers
called for fine-tuning the coun-

try’s efforts at mobilising interna-

tional opinion against terrorism.
The Government should examine
the nexus between the terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir and the
North-East. The connection of in-
ternational terrorism with drug
trafficking and terrorism should
also not be missed. Besides, India
should make a special effort to

onsnder talks with Pak.
& at right time: MPs e

0O

make the Islamic world awarebc}f
Pakistan's terrorist activities.

The External Affairs Minister,\
Mr. Jaswant Singh, said the issue
of international terrorism was of
high security concern to India af-
ter the Kargil war. Terrorism was
globally linked to illicit trade in
drugs, arms and money launder-
ing. “Certain states” have
emerged as a source of interna-
tional terrorism and destabilisa-
tion.

India followed the principle &
“‘extradite or prosecute” in its ap-
proach to international terrorism.
It also proposed an international
convention against the menace in
the United Nations General As-
sembly with the objective of
forming an umbrella instrument
to cover all aspects of internation-
al terrorism.




C@ A seat for Indi
seat lor India W Y

COMPARED TO the post-Pokhran II period, when India was
supposed to have botchedl its chances of becoming a permanent
member of the UN Security Council by testing nuclear devices,
New Delhi seems suddenily to have acquired a number of influ-
ential backers. France has taken the opportunity of President
K.R. Narayanan’s visit to that country to let it be known that it
supports India’s case, and so has Britain via Robin Cook.
Earlier, the US ambassador in India, Richard Celeste, had spo-
ken about his country being prepared to give “serious consider-
ation” to India’s membe:rship. All this is a far cry from what the
situation was in the sunimer of 1998. If France’s latest stand is
typical of a country which likes to demonstrate that its foreign
policy is uninfluenced by what the Americans may do or say, the
same is not true of Britain which tends to take its cue from
across the Atlantic. Yet it now thinks that India is a “natural
contender” for the honour.

What explains this change? Although no defi %t\x assertio
are possible, several pointers are there. First, eventif the West i
unhappy about Pokhran II, it seems to have decided to treat it
as an unpleasant fact of life which cannot be undont and, there-
fore, has to be regarded as a closed chapter. Secondly, the West
may have become a lot more aware than before, especially after
Kargil, about India’s maturity and growing status as a major
country in its region. Related to this perception is India’s high
potential as an econornic power and a possible counterweight to
China, both in military and economic terms. But, thirdly and
perhaps most importantly, the West appears to have suddenly
been impressed by India’s democratic credentials. True, Indian
democracy is not yesterday’s phenomenon, but what may have
drawn renewed attention to it is the orderly manner in which
three elections were held in three years between 1996 and 1999
as the country searched for stable governance.

What is more, the boisterous and yet smooth exercise in pop-
ular choice was in striking contrast to China’s continued totali-
tarianism and Pakistan’s retreat to military rule. If anything, the
elections underlined India’s maturity as a nation despite its
immense political and cultural variety, which was specifically
noted by Mr Clinton during his recent visit. At a time when
West Asia and Pakistan retain their feudal and authoritarian
structures, Sri Lanka is embroiled in an endless civil war,
Myanmar is closed to the world and the ASEAN countries are
virtual one-party states, the vibrant democracy in India stands
out in solitary splendour. Hence, perhaps, the growing belief
that it can no longer be denied its legitimate place in the
Security Council.

e

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

L




Ethirajan Anbarasan and

;
ﬁ
Sri Krishna  _ /

(¢
'
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FRANCE ON Friday hailed
President K.R. Narayanan’s visit,
the first ever by an Indian head
of the state to the country, as
“historically significant” and said
a strong relationship between the
two nations is an essential aspect
of the multi-polar world.

Describing the meetings
between Mr Narayanan and
French leaders earlier this week
as “friendly and productive”, a
foreign ministry statement said,
“the visit confirms the resolve on
both sides to develop a close part-
nership.”

Mr Narayanan held talks on
multi-faceted ties involving
France and India with President
Jacques Chirac and Prime
Minister Lionel Jospin before
winding up his five-day state
visit.

“The meetings enabled us to
address the respective concerns,
especially with regard to non-
proliferation. France sees this as
one of the core conditions of
international security, and we
believe India has the most
important role to play in this

area,” the statement said.

Indian diplomats said the
“unusual gesture” from the
French side reflected the
“extraordinary warmth in bilat-
eral ties”.

However, the presidential
visit proved to be a nightmare
for Indian diplomats following
French press reports terming
the event as “an untouchable in
Paris”.

A daily also raked up the
Lalita Oraon case, relating to
charges against an Indian diplo-
mat for sexually abusing the
maid servant.

Though one of the French
dailies later tendered an apology
to the President, Mr Narayanan
is believed to have expressed his
displeasure over the incident.

Meanwhile, it was
announced on Friday that
French defence minister Alain
Richard will visit India next
month to hold talks with senior
Indian officials on defence
deals.

The two-day visit by Mr
Richard from May 18 will be
preceded by the trip by French
joint chief of armed forces
General Jean-Pierre Kelche,

rance hails Ngrayanan’s
storically significant’ visit

who is expected to begin his
four-day tour from April 23,
they said.

India and France are holding
crucial negotiations over the
purchase of 10 additional
Mirage-2000 fighter jets for the
Indian Air Force (IAF) and
Dassault Aviation’s Alpha Jet is
a key contender for the IAF’s
search for an advanced jet train-
er (AJT).

The visit of the French
defence minister assumes signif-
icance as the Indian government
Thursday approved the pur-
chase of 66-AJTs worth $1.6
billion. A French defence dele-
gation was recently in India to
sell the Alpha Jet by lowering
the jet’s price and offering com-
plete technology transfer.

The French delegation’s
leader Gerard La Rosa, director
of the Armament Studies

-College, met Indian defence sec-

retary T.R. Prasad and defence
production secretary Prabir
Sengupta during the visit, which
was extended to clinch a deal.
However, both sides have main-
tained strict secrecy over the
developments.

— PTI
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“India mobilising pinion

By Our Special Correspondent“ thmk in term

NEW DELHI, MAY 30. A senior official
of the Foreign Office, Mr. S. T. De-
vare, is to leave for Australia and
New Zealand in the next few days
in an effort to mobilise interna-
tional apinion in the matter of the
ongoing constitutional turmoil in
Fiji. This will be the first ovéirt ef-
fort to be made by India. Mr. De-
vare is also likely to visit Suva,
capital of Fiji.

So far the Government had re-
frained from any direct involve-
ment, lest New Delhi’s exertions
be seen as provocation, which
could rebound to the disadvan-
tage of the ethnic Indian commu-
nity in Fiji. But it is stated on good
authority that India has been in
touch with Australia, New Zeal-
and, Britain. In the next few days
the Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group is likely to be activa-
ted. The CMAG is expected to set
up a ‘“range of markers” which
the new governing arrangement
in Suva must subscribe to, failing
which the Commonwealth could

conomic mea-
sures and ultithately invoke the
Harare principles. However, there
is a realisation that there are defi-
nite limits to economic interven-
tionism in Fiji.

The Indian approach, in tan-

dem with other concerned coun-

tries in the region, is to ensure
that there was no return to the
1990 constitutional scheme of
thmgs, which institutionalized
racism by debarring Fijians of In-
dian origins from holding high of-
fices. The official judgment about
the coup leader Mr. George
Spelght is that his action add up
to “terrorism’’.

The Vajpayee Government has
found itself increasingly under
pressure at home to be seen as
doing something about the devel-
opments in Fiji. Today the BJP
came out strongly in favour of in-
ternational sanctions against Fiji
to pressure it to restore a demo-
cratic order.

Over the last ten days the BJP
has been silent on Fiji, but today
the party took note of the devel-

opments at a meeting of its for-
eign affairs cell, chaired by Mr. N.
N. Jha, and attended among oth-
ers by Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Princi-
pal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. The party is clear that a
legitimate prime minister has
been overthrown, the president
has been dismissed and the 1997
Constitution has been disbanded.
“This was a cause for worry. We
do not want some Fijians (read
ethnic Indians) to become second -4
class citizens,” argued Mr. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, the party spokes-
man. He further argued that it
was “natural” for India to worry
about the happenings there as 40
per cent of the population was
that of ethnic Indians.

Not just the BJP, even the Con-
gress() has demanded a “pro-ac-
tive’” approach towards the Fiji
developments. The Congress(l)
and the BJP believe the Govern-
ment should be mobilising Com-
monwealth opinion and
precedents against the illegal
overthrow of the democratic Gov-
ernment in Fiji.
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H(H\Il: HOLDING HER 0Wi AT THE NAM MINISTEHS MEETING

Cartagena (Colombia) %
9 APRIL

INDIA, ON Sunday, demand-

ed that the membership of

military-ruled states like
Pakistan should stand with-
drawn from the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) and asked
other member states to sup-
port a comprehensive interna-
tional convention against ter-
rorism.

Without naming any country,
external affairs minister Jaswant

Singh told the opening session of

the NAM ministerial meeting
here that autocratic governments
which subvert the constitutional
process should have no place in
the movement.

He cited conventions in the
Commonwealth and
Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) where regimes over-
throwing democratic govern-
ments were not allowed in their
sumimits.

Singh told the two-day con-
ference that the movement must
commit itself “uncompromising-
ly” to democracy, the rule of law
and preservation of fundamental
rights and liberties.

“The Organisation of African
Unity (OAU), whose members
constitute the largest section of
our movement, has decided that
no ruler who has usurped power
will be allowed into its summits,
so too has the Commonwealth,”
he told delegates of the 115-
member nam.

In an obvious reference to
Pakistan, Singh regretted that the
image of the developing coun-
tries got tarred because of “iso-
lated lapses” and that they are
seen as states where governance
is “weak, abusive or corrupt.”

However, Indian officials
said the move to isolate military
regimes in nam was not aimed
against only Pakistan as there are
two other memebers states —
Myanmar and Ivory Coast —
who also have autocratic govern-
ments.

Foreign minister Jaswant Singh listens to the opening speech of
Colombian President Andres Pastrana at the inauguration of the
12th meeting of NAM foreign ministers in Cartagena, Colombia

on Saturday

On terrorism and its linkages
with narco-trafficking, Mr Singh
urged the movement to work to
strengthen the international con-
sensus and legal regimes against
the menace.

He said member states
should give their “fullest sup-
port” to India’s proposal for a
comprehensive  international
convention against terrorism for

AFP

adoption by the UN.

Declaring India’s commit-
ment to the objective of global
elimination of nutlear weapons,
Mr Singh suggested the formali-
sation of a no-first-use agreement
internationally as a step towards
delegitimising nuclear weapons,
an approach adopted in the
Geneva protocol on chemical and
biological weapons. —PTI

India rejects doctrine of
humanitarian intervention

Sujit Chatterjee
CARTAGENA (Colombia) 9 APRIL

INDIA TODAY rejected the doctrine of “humanitarian intervention”
thrown up for discussion by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, say-
ing it was yet another proposal to subvert the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of a nation.

Making its views clear at the ongoing Non-Aligned ministerial con-
ference in Cartagena, Indian delegation, led by external affairs minis-

ter Jaswant Singh, explamed that any such instrument for interven-

tion by powerful countries in “so-called trouble spots” was bound to
be “misused politically.” “Any such measure adopted by the UN can
be used with an element of complete arbitrariness and lead to dis-
turbing the stability of the world order,” a senior Indian delegate to the
conference said. — PTI

Dhaka to urge

India to ratify -
Indira-Mujib pact

Pradip Kumar Chakraborty i

DHAKA 9 APRIL

BANGLADESH WILL urg q
India to set a timeframe for rati-
fication of the 1974 Indira
Mujib border treaty for the
smooth resolution of outstand-
ing border problems during
five-day talks between the bor-
der forces of the two coun-
tries. The talks are scheduled to
begin in New Delhi on Monday,
officials said on Sunday.

“We have fixed the treaty
ratification issue as our majp
agenda. We are optimisti
about getting a concrete deci-
sion and timeframe from the
Indian side for the same,”
Bangladesh Rifles director gen-
eral Major General A .L.M.
Fazlur Rahman said.

The other issues that are
expected to be raised by the
Bangladeshi side during the
discussions include construc-
tion of an overbridge at the
check post point of the Tin
Bigha corridor (Dohagram-
Angarpota enclave), and other
matters relating to cross-bor-
der crime. N

Mr Rahman will lead a six-
teen-member Bangladeshi deI
egation at the talks. The Indian
side will be headed by the
Border Security Force (BSF)
chief E.N. Rammohan,

Dhaka bas been pressing
New Delhi for long for a ratifi-
cation of the Indira-Mujib
treaty, which requires a constiz
tutional amendment in thq
Indian Parliament. i

Sources said the Indian sidg
would take up various issue
including insurgency activities
in the Northeast border areas
smuggling and other border:
related subjects. — P11
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA é \ ‘S\

CARTAGENA (Colombia),
April 9. — India today made a
strong demand for expulsion of
military-ruled states like
Pakistan from the Non-Aligned
Movement, asserting that
regimes subverting democracy
process have no place in it.

Pakistan didn’t respond to
Indi#'s stand on the issue but
raised Kashmir by stating its
oft-repeated position that it
was the “root cause” of tension
in South Asia.

In his short address coming
hours after Mr Jaswant Singh's
speech, the Pakistani Foreign
Minister, Mr Abdul Sattar,
made no reference to return of
democracy in his country, nor
did he attempt to counter New
Delhi’s position.

NAM bar on milit

\q’ fur

9

DHAKA-AGARTALA BUS SERVICE :

CARTAGENA, April 9. — India and Bangladesh today agreed to
start a new bus link between Agartala and Dhaka, the second
between the two neighbours after the Calcutta-Dhaka service.
This decision was taken during a bilateral meeting Mr Jaswant
Singh had with his Bangladeshi counterpart, Mr Abdus Samad
Azad, on the sidelines of the NAM ministerial meet.

The two ministers were of the view that only a minor problem
over a small stretch of road needed to be ironed out for the
Agartala-Dhaka bus service to become operational.

- P11

“The Organisation of African
Unity (OAU), whose members
constitute largest section of our
movement, has decided that
no ruler who has usurped
power will be allowed into its
summits, S0 too has the
Commopfwealth,” Mr Singh
NAM foreign mini-

sters’ conference here.

Mr Singh said the 115-nation
movement must commit itself
“uncompromisingly” to the
rules of democracy, the rule of
law and preservation of funda-
mental rights and liberties.

Indian officials said the move
to isolate military regimes in

ary states

NAM was not an effort aimed
only against Pakistan as there
were two other members, —
Myanmar and Ivory Coast —
which too had autocratic gov-
ernments.

They recalled that the
Commonwealth had suspended
Pakistan’s membership dur-
ing the Durban smmamit last
November.

The NAM foreign ministers’
conference tonight finalised
its declaration calling for
convening an international con-
ference at the earliest to arrive
at an agreement for the com-
plete elimination of nuclear
weapons within a specified
timetable.

The 231-point declaration is
scheduled to be formalised by

the ministers at their conclud-
ing session later tonight. /

~
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NDIA IS reaching out and touching
the Islamic world. The External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh’s
recent visit to Iran, and his claim that
the two countries are natural partners are
part of a new thrust in India’s foreign pol-
icy. It is based on the belief that there is
enormous scope for pragmatic and prof-
itable engagement between India and key
Islamic nations. Mr. Singh also plans to
travel to Saudi Arabia in the next few
weeks. This will be the first visit by an
Indian Foreign Minister to the Arabian
Kingdom in nearly two decades. Mean-
while the interaction between India and
other Gulf kingdoms is also beginning to
grow. s f
The recent trips to Indid by YurKey's
Prime Minister, Mr. Bulent Ecevit,
donesia’s President, Mr. Abdurrghman
Wahid, reflected the new possibilities for
cooperation between India and lejding
Islamic states. Turkey and Indonesiy are
two major pillars of secular order in\ the
Islamic world and are emerging as valua-
ble interlocutors for India. For too long,
India has been diffident in seeking viable
strategic partnerships with major Islamic
nations. India had given a virtual free-run
to Pakistan in mobilising political support
from these states, in the name of Islamic
solidarity, in its disputes with India.
Weighed down by the Pakistan factor,
handicapped by flimsy economic linkag-
es with the oil-rich nations, and overawed
by the Islamic politics in the Middle East,
Indian diplomacy was paralysed.

Three new factors have given India un-
precedented opportunities to turn a new
leaf in its relations with the Islamic world.
One is the rise in religious extremism and
terrorism that is threatening peace and
stability within the Islamic states. Two,
there is a new convergence of commercial
interests with the petroleum-rich nations.
And three, India’s economic potential
and its improving relations with the Unit-
ed States and other great powers are al-
tering the perception of the relative
weights of New Delhi and Islamabad.

Sensing the new opportunities, India
has begun to shed its traditional inhib-
itions and step forward to a new engage-
ment with the Islamic world. Over the last

e «Tndia woos the Islamic world

By C. Raja Mohan

The new initiative towards the Islamic world is an
important adventure in India’s foreign policy and
deserves strong domestic political support.

one year, India has consciously sought to
press home, in multilateral forums as well
as in bilateral relations, the new opportu-
nities. As the centre of gravity of interna-
tional terrorism begins to shift from the
Middle East to the subcontinent, India’s
campaign on the issue has begun to pay
dividends. Much like India and the Non-
Aligned Movement a decade and a half
ago, the Arab nations and other Islamic
states had in the past generally tended to
dismiss terrorism as a problem of the

another level, the extremist Sunni radi-
calism of the Taliban is seen as a threat to
the Iranian revolution steeped in Shia
faith. More important, the Taliban’s bru-
tal treatment of Shia minorities as well as
the Persian- speaking communities in Af-
ghanistan puts Iran at loggerheads with
Kabul.

At the secular, geo-political level, the
Taliban and Pakistan have sought to cut
Tran out of the new great game for the
exploitation of hydrocarbon resources in

West. But as terrorism came
home to threaten the political

Central Asia. [ran sees itself as

WORLD VIEW he principal gateway to Cen-

order within and across the
Arab world, there is greater sensitivity
now about the need for international
cooperation in battling the menace. Tur-
key, Egypt and Algeria have been among
the worst affected by terrorism. Saudi
Arabia, too, has been threatened by major
acts of terrorism. It is not surprising then
that the Arab League for the first time in
decades recently passed a resolution con-
demning international terrorism.

Meanwhile, the rise of religious extre-
mism in Afghanistan in the form of the
Taliban and its linkages to the narcotics
trade and international terrorism have
sharpened the anxieties in the Islamic
world. No one in the region appears im-
mune from the new dangers from the Ta-
liban. The Central Asian Republics are
shaken by the signs that the forces of des-
tabilisation are spilling across their
southern borders with the Taliban-con-
trolled Afghanistan. Given their fragile
political structures and the lack of any
experience in dealing with terrorism in
the Soviet days, these new nations areina
state of great political vulnerability.

For Iran, the Taliban has become a ma-
jor source of anxiety at many levels. First,
Taliban’s claim to represent the most mil-
itant form of anti-Western Islamic ideol-
ogy challenges the leadership role that
Iran believes it has in the Islamic world
after Khomeini’s revolution in 1979. At

25 MAY (D

tral Asia from the Indian
Ocean. Pakistan and the Taliban have
sought to develop pipelines and transpor-
tation corridors from Central Asia to the
Indian Ocean, with the aim of margin-
alising Iran.

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf countries are
mostly conservative Islamic states. The
radicalism of the Taliban and its future
impact on the stability and security of
their oil-rich region concern them. The
Taliban has also given refuge to Osama
bin Laden, who has sworn to overthrow
the rule of the House of Saud in the Ara-
bian kingdom. The emergence of Afghan-
istan and Pakistan as the principal
sources of destabilisation in the region
has created a new community of interests
between India and the Islamic states in
favour of moderation and rejection of po-
litical violence. Over the last one year, Mr.
Jaswant Singh has attempted to build on
this by focussing on the dangers from the
medieval malevolence that is running riot
in Afghanistan.

On the economic front, India has initi-
ated what Mr. Singh calls energy diplo-
macy to create new economic and
political relationships with the countries.
India has emerged as one of the top five
consumers of petroleum products in the
world. Its dependence on the Gulf for oil
and natural gas is expected to grow dra-

matically in the coming years. This inter-
dependence, Mr. Singh says, is not a
source of weakness, but of strength. The
trick, according to him, lies in using In-
dia’s position as one of the major markets
for energy resources to build lasting part-
nerships with the petroleum-producing
nations. Many countries in the Gulf and
Central Asia have large reserves of natural
gas that are lying unused. They are look-
ing to India as the principal export desti-
nation. They are all keen on creating
long-term energy relationships with India
by building pipelines from the Perisan
Gulf to India.

The Persian Gulf is also a major source
of hard currency remittances for India
from its expatyiate labour. A stable and
prosperous Gulf will also become an im-
portant market for India’s manufactured
goods and cultural products. The pro-
spects of energy and economic integra-
tion between the Gulf and India will have
significant consequences for the geopoli-
tics of the region.

Mr. Singh's energy diplomacy must still
overcome the problem of Pakistan as a
physical and political barrier fusing the
economic destinies of India, the Persian
Gulf and Central Asia. India can achieve
this by either finding a way to go to the
Gulf by skirting Pakistan or binding Isla-
mabad in a network of economic arrange-
ments that will force political moderation
upon it. '

The success of India’s energy diploma-
cy is premised on a rapid economic
growth and the ability to deliver greater
prosperity to the nation in the coming
years. Equally important is New Delhi’s
commitment and capacity to deepen the
respect for the rights of religious minor-
ities within. Success on these two fronts
will further differentiate India from Pakis-
tan, raise the commercial interest of the
Islamic world in India, and remove the
few remaining irritants in the ties be-
tween the two sides. The new initiative
towards the Islamic world is an important
adventure in India’s foreign policy and
deserves strong domestic political sup-
port.



Ambassador. The durrent Ambas-
sador to China, ij

bair, is being shifted to Pakistan,
as per an earlier announcement.

Mr. Menon is rated very highly
by the Vajpayee foreign policy es-
tablishment, and his proposed
posting in Beijing is being cited as
the high priority the Government
accords to its relationship with
China.

Mr. Menon’s job in Colombo is
likely to be taken up by Mr. Gopal
Gandhi, currently Secretary to the
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan.
Mr. Gandhi has had a remarkably
successful stint as India’s High
Commissioner to South Affrica.

However, the changes are not
likely to be effetted in a hurry.
For, the consents of the host Gov-
ernments has yet to be received.

' For another, Mr. Menon will obvi-
ously be not asked to move till the

(aoMmpy I

Menon, may be envoy to

China
t’)LV\

present turmoil in é;! ‘I?anz(;S set-
tles down to a reasonable equilib-
rium. In another change in the
offing, Mr. Pawan Varma is slated
to be the Ambassador to Cyprus.

Judge declinée\/
to discuss
Microsoft motion

WASHINGTON, MAY 24. The judge
hearing the Microsoft case today
turned down a request by the
software giant to consider a mo-
tion to dismiss the Government’s
proposal to break up the compa-
ny, and moved immediately to
consider anti-trust remedies.

The Microsoft Corp’s. lawyer,
Mr. John Warden, said there were
only two items on the agenda as
far as he was concerned — the
company’s proposal to strike
down the Government’s plan to
break up the company, and the
schedule for further proceedings.
But the judge, Mr. Thomas Pen-
field Jackson, decided otherwis .
— Reuters

¥ 1



Ru@%lan President, Mr.

Putin, is expected to visit in the
autumn. In the meanwhile, the President,
Mr. K. R. Naryanan, is in China. Other
high-level officials from France, Germa-
ny, Britain, and Russia have also visited
New Delhi trying to hawk weapons or en-
gage in commercial deals. The Indian
profile in the international system has
grown visibly in the past few years. Eco-
nomic liberalisation and the consequent
spurt in growth are substantially respon-
sible for the greater visibility India has
acquired recently. However, changes
both in India’s strategic environment and
in its strategic posture have also plaved a
large role. The Indian nuclear tests of May
1998, New Delhi’s responsible behaviour
following the tests and its measured re-
sponse to Pakistani provocations in Kargil
in 1999 have added to India’s image as a
mature regional power.

However, much of this has been
achieved without forethought and often
without the clear articulation of a game-
plan on the part of India’s policy-makers.
What is needed is deep reflection about
the nature of the world in which India has
to operate at the beginning of the new
century. The most important part of this
reflection, in strategic terms, is to analyse
the intentions and capabilities of the ma-
jor powers that have the wherewithal to
harm India’s security, political and eco-
nomic interests in the foreseeable future.
it is also essential to extrapolate from vis-
ible trends the nature of the evolving rela-
tionship among the major international
players themselves. This will help India
position itself to take maximum advan-
tage of the competing interests among
the major powers and the likely tensions
from such competition.

All this must be done without ideolog-
ical blinkers or preconceptions regarding
the inherent “‘nature’” of any major pow-
er. The logic of being a major power usu-
ally supersedes all other considerations in
determining its long-term actions. If In-
dia aspires to enter this exclusive club, it
must learn to understand how this logic
operates in the case of other powers. It

ndia and the m

By Mohammed Ayoob

must adopt the time-tested maxim that in
international politics there are no perma-
nent friends or enemies only permanent
interests. Furthermore, even interests
change, as one’s own capabilities and
those of other relevant powers undergo
transformation.

This means that New Delhi must em-
bark on three major exercises concur-
rently. First, it must draw up a checklist of
issues on which its interests and objec-
tives converge or diverge from those of
the three major powers — the U.S., China
and Russia. Second, it must come to a
considered conclusion about the capacity

ing Russian economic dependence on
arms sale to China and what this may en-
tail for India's own defence preparedness.

China’s objectives toward India, de-
spite the recently-witnessed bonhomie in
bilateral relations, are clearly malevolent.
Nothing else can explain the nexus be-
tween Beijing and Islamabad in terms of
conventional arms supply and, more im-
portant, the transfer of nuclear weapon
design and missile components and tech-
nology by China (and its surrogates) to
Pakistan. There is a long-term Chinese
design evident in this relationship. This is
to tie down India so completely in the

What is needed is deep reflection about the nature
of the world in which India has to operate
at the beginning of the new century.

X

as well as the likely motivation of each of
the three powers to advance or harm In-
dian interests. Third, it must systemat-
ically analyse the relations among the
three major powers to be able to take ad-
vantage of any problems and contradic-
tions, both current and potential.

There are no fundamental points of
conflict between India and Russia, the
weakest of the three powers, in areas of
vital concern to India. However, Russia’s
potential to aid India, while still consid-
erable in terms of weapons supply, is lim-
ited because of its economic incapacity
and its technological retardation, espe-
cially in those areas most relevant for the
new century. Russian supply of sophisti-
cated weapons to China, although under-
standable in the light of its economic
plight, should also cause alarm bells to
ring in New Delhi. The Chinese are in-
terested not so much in finished Russian
products as in Russian weapons technol-
ogy, both directly transferred and reverse
engineered. The transfer of Russian
equipment is in the long run bound to
have an adverse impact on the conven-
tional balance between India and China.
This does not mean that India should
stop buying arms from Russia. It should
continue to do so where necessary, but at
the same time it must be aware of grow-

.
subcontinent as to prexgniits emergence

as a major power, and a competitor to
China, in the wider Asian region. New
Delhi must not be taken in by the current
“soft” rhetoric emanating from Beijing.
Lavish Chinese banquets for visiting dig-
nitaries do no make up for the transfer of
M-11 missiles to Pakistan. New Delhi
must work harder on building long-term
strategic relations with Japan, the other
Asian power seen as a competitor by Chi-
na and, therefore, India’s logical potential
ally in Asia. Relations with Taiwan should
also be cultivated, even if clandestinely,
while maintaining the fiction of Chinese
sovereignty over the island. If the U.S. can
have flourishing relationship with Taiwan
under those terms so can India.

Indian’s interests diverge from those of
the U.S. on the question of nuclear profif-
eration. But on a whole host of other is-
sues ranging from countering terrorism
to containing China, Indian and Amer-
ican interests are beginning to converge
in a major fashion. If a Republican Presi-
dent succeeds Mr. Clinton, American sus-
picions of China in the security realm will
multiply in geometric progressions. Even
the Clinton administration, despite its in-
creasingly discredited rhetoric regarding
China being a “‘strategic partner”, has be-
come much more wary of China’s long-

THE HINDU
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ajor powers \/

o T

term goals and ambitions not only in Asia
but globally. This explains some, prob-
ably much, of the effusiveness Mr. Clin-
ton demonstrated toward India during
his recent visit. India has a vested interest
in tense relations between China and the
U.S. It elevates India’s position in Amer-
ican strategy. Also, China and not the U.S.
poses the greatest threat to India’s securi-
ty. Any diminution in Chinese invulner-
ability is an additional bonus for India.

India must also learn to exploit poten-
tial eontradictions in Russian-Chinese re-
ons. While Moscow has sold arms to
eijing with great abandon during the
past few yeass, elements within the Rus-
sian Governmer and its strategic com-
munity are extremely suspicious of
Chinese long-term intentions and, there-
fore, its capabilities. This has to do both
with the historic Chinese and Russian ri-
valry in Central and East Asia and to the
Russian fear of a Chinese demographic
invasion into the sparsely-populated Rus-
sian Far East. '

India’s representatives in the major
capitals must learn to deal with, and use,
elements within the host Governments
and among their opinion moulders
whose political and strategic inclinations
converge with India’s long-term objec-
tives. Neither the American nor the Rus-
sian Governments are monoliths. This
applies even more to the wider strategic
communities in the two countries. Using
“friendly’’ elements within these Govern-
ments and communities to further Indian
ends are a perfectly legitimate exercise
under current diplomatic norms. Indian
diplomats must master the art of using
the domestic political processes within
the host countries to advance India’s stra-
tegic interests.

However, none of this can be done
without clarity of strategic thinking and
demonstration of political purpose within
the corridors of power in New Dethi. One
awaits indications that someone some-
where in New Delhi is attending to this
critical task.

(The writer is University Distinguished Pro-
fessor of International Relations, Michigan
State University, U.S.)
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FROM SANKARSHANTHAKUR

Beijing, May 49: In an atmos-

phere described\as “rave in its.

cordiatity and peysonal chemis-
try”, presidents K'R. Narayanan
and Jiang Zemin today resolved
10 take Sino-Indian relations to a
new high, differences on a range
of issues from New Delhi’s nu-
clear programme to Beijing's po-
litical and military support to
Pakistan notwithstanding.

While Narayanan said India
and China should treat themselv-
es “not as rivals but as neighbo-
urs complementing each other”,
the Chinese leader responded
with a novel positive-sounding
formulation: “From a strategic
height we must continue to work
for constructive partnership of
cooperation in the 21st century”.

Key as phraseology is to Chi-
nese diplomacy, Jiang’s repeated
emphases on “raising the height”
of bilateral ties is seen as signifi-
cant, particularly in the back-
drop of deep Chinese misgivings
about the nuclear blasts.

“The extremely warm person-
al chemistry between the two
leaders was evident throughout
the talks,” an Indian spokesper-
son said. “President Jiang de-
parted several times from his pre-
pared text to speak in Englishand
the phrase used time and again
was ‘scale high and look far."”

One of the peaks India and
China may now scale together to
look far is the creation of an emi-
nent persons’ group to suggest
ways of invigorating ties. The
proposal for the group was made
by Narayanan and readily accept-
ed by Jiang.

The spokesperson faulted sug-
gestions that the talks lacked
depth or substance in view of the
nominal nature of the Indian
President’s office. “There was
niothing to suggest that they were
in any way inhibited about dis-
cussing anything with him
(Narayanan), They were very
clear and categorical and frank,”
the spokesperson said.

The two presidents first met
for about 45 minutes with a core

1

_set of aides and then followed up
talks at the imposing Great Hall
i of the People in central Beijing
flanked by delegations.
For the Indians, perhaps the
- positives went a little beyond the
chemistry of atmosphere and the
nuances of phrases. Jiang made
nomention of the Pokhran blasts
and India’s changed nuclear sta-
tus. There was little to indicate, of

course, that the Chinese have mo- |

ved closer to accepting India’s ca- |

se for going nuclear. But they are
making it plain they are prepared
to get ahead despite irritants.

Jiang said the two should now
focus on greater people-to-people
contacts, increased ecanomic ex-
changes and “improved coopera-
tion on international issues”.

But the air of commonality
did not obscure abiding concerns.
Narayanan raised Pakistan’s ex-
port of terrorism to India and
sought China’s support in fight-
ing terrorism. The Chinese lead-
er said his country was opposed
to terrorism but made no specific
references to Pakistan. Jiang also
did not respond directly to Naray-
anan’s request of support for ind-
ia’s case for permanent membet-
ship of the UN Security Council.

Jiang expressed apprehen-
sions about the possibility of the
Dalai Lama and the Karmapa in-
dulging in anti-China political ac-
tivity from Indian soil. He called
the Dalai Lama a political leader
and expressed the hope that he
and the “clique around him” ysll
not be permitted to ind in po-
litical activity.

THE TELEGRaML
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Problems in

By Manoj Joshi

NEW DELHI: After neafly two
years of intense diplomacy to
soothe the international communi-
ty’s anger over the Pokhran tests,
the Indian government finds itself
transfixed with two vexatious
problems that do not directly con-
cern this country. However, the
cannot be set aside as they,invgife
the Indian diaspora.

The troubles in Sri L'anl

nal affairs minister Jas
Singh as “delicate” and “c
plex” precisely because thgy
centre on the Indian diasporh.
Realising that any public com-
ment or policy declaration could
exacerbate the situation, the
government has been wary of

adopting a public posture on } :

these issues. Yet, says a high gov- §
ernment official, speaking on |
condition of anonymity, India is }
working on the lines of well
thought-out plans whose central
goal is to promote democratic
solutions benefiting both the
diaspora and the host countries.

It is for this reason, says the

Indian dlas%o

Fiji

e central aim of Indian policy
in Sri Lanka, said the senior offi-
cial, was to work towards a devo-
lution of powers to the benefit of
the Tamil minority. “If we have to
aid an evacuation, we will do so,”
he noted, but the main aim is to
work towards a lasting settlement
of the ethnic strife in the island.”
The official is quite clear that
India will involve 1tself in broker-

official, that India is sending a
sentor career diplomat, secretary
in the ministry of external affairs
Sudhir Devare, to the Pacific
region, to consult with key players
like Australia and New Zealand
on ways in which to untangle some
of the snarled skeins of the Fiji sit-
uation.

George Speight

ing a ceasefire between the two Sri
Lankan warring parties. According
to him, the government views as
red herrings options such as medi-
ation or intervention. “Our main
focus is devolution. We don’t want
to be side-tracked into a military

Sri Lanka involving
ra propel goul. intg a(ftlon

adventure.” (\\-f Xb
The official pointed out th
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s 1995 offer could
be a good starting point for the
process. After all, it was in advance
of that position that India and Sri
Lanka had arrived at their 198
bilateral agreement. ]\
According to the official, Indian
policy had to take into account the
AFp management of sentiments in
Tamil Nadu. But, at the same
time, it was based on the
assumption that the LTTE does
not represent the sentiments of
all Sri Lankan Tamils. “We are |
talking about India’s relations
with Sri Lanka, not withg the
LTTE.” he emphasised.
India’s antipathy to the I
is well-known, as is its assess-
ment that the organisation can-
not be trusted. It is in this con-
text that India has welcomed the
role of the Norwegian mediators
and the international Red Cross
as ‘shock absorbers’ of sorts.
Whatever position India
L4 takes on the diaspora-related
§ issues in Fiji or Sr1 Lanka, the
B Pokhran nuclear tests and this
country’s prowess in informa-
tion technology seem to have
helped it rediscover its larger
political role in the world. In the
process, India has realised the
strength it gets from its overseas
communities. This is the essential
message of its diplomacy in Fiji
and Sri Lanka.
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Lanka civil war: India sees

no major bre
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INDIA HAS assessed the latest civil war position in

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, May 30

northern Sri Lanka as one heading towards a no-

win situation for both sides. The Sri Lankan Army
(SLA) and LTTE, are expected to dig into their heels
and fight a seesaw battle for some time. As things start
today, not very much is expected to happen on the
ground by way of convincing breakthrough by either
side. The initiative is still with the LTTE but with every
passing day this initiative is getting blunted, sources
said.

The Indian High Commissioner in Colombo, Mr
Shiv Shankar Menon, who was here
for consultations over the weekend,
is learnt to have briefed South Block
on the latest ground situation. Over
the past two days, the SLA has launched two counter
attacks. Though not much should be read into their
outcome, they are believed to have considerably
boosted the forces' morale.

“The LTTE is not in a position to carry out pitched
battles in built up areas. Therefore, it may try to avoid
a blood bath in Jaffna. On the other hand, the SLA is
steadily getting a grip on the situation. The President
has already ruled out evacuation”, sources said.

Though heading for an impasse, the new reality may
be pregnant with possibilities. While the Norwegian
facilitation of LTTE-Colombo talks continue, India is
hopeful that President Chandrika Kumaratunge may
be in a position to work out a consensus with

D\

News Analysis

kthrough

Opposition Sinhala parties on her devolution package
of 1995 which lies in a limbo for lack of across the
board political support.

ndia, though keeping its Lanka policy focused on
facilitating the passing of a just political and econom-
ic devolution package, would not intervene in
Colombo's internal politics to play a mediatory role.
The government of India does not want to be side-
racked into military adventurism or peripheral activi-

", a senior official said. The Norwegians are per-

forming that task quite ably.
The official, or semi official, recognition that could
be bestowed on the LTTE, treated world-wide as a ter-
rorist outfit, is a problem that can be brought on board
at a later stage. India has already
made it clear that it does not view
the LTTE as the only representative
of the ethnic Tamils of Sri Lanka.
For now, India's sights are keenly focused on seeing
the Sinhalese and Tamil population accept each other
as indivisible parts of the Sri Lankan national whole.
Isolating the LTTE will come later.

The overriding hope harboured here is that once a
workable devolution package is hammered out, the
LTTE would find it impossible to survive in the demo-
cratic process. New Delhi's humanitarian assistance
offer, while still open, is conditional. If requested by
either side, directly or through the Norwegians, India
would fly in assistance but only after securing Red
Cross guarantees. While carrying out its task, India is
not willing to shed a single drop of its soldiers' blood,

an official reiterated. /



/S “2Vajpayee briefs President
on Sri Lankan situation

RS

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 22, The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day briefed the President, Mr. K.R.
I\arayandn, about the develop-
ments in Sri Lanka. Mr. Vajpayee
called on the President this eve-
ning, as Mr. Narayanan is sched-
uled to leave for a state visit to
China on May 28. The Prime Min-
ister is believed to have informed
the President about the just-con-
cluded Budget session of Parlia-
ment.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Vajpayee
presided over a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security,
which reviewed the Sri Lankan
situation.

The Prime Minister and his se-
nior advisers took stock of the de-
velopments and the possible
contingency plans, should some
kind of Indian involvement be-
come necessary.

It is believed that contingency
plans for evacuation of the
trapped Sri Lankan troops were
considered.

According to  authoritative
sources, India has not received
any official request from the Sri
Lankan Government for assist-
ance, though various functionar-
ies of the Sri Lankan Government
have been hinting to the contrary.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,

N

the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Sinha, the Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Brajesh Mishra, the Foreign Sec-
retary, Mr. Lalit Mansingh, the
Cabinet Secretary, Mr. Prabhat
Kumar, the three service chiefs
and the Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, Mr. K.C.
Pant.

Apart from the collective delib-
erations of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security, the Prime
Minister is bemg briefed daily on
the situation in Sri Lanka.

Today’s meeting assumes si
nificance as the Prime Minigfer
would be virtually in an
more out than in, of to
next 10 days.




Jaswant rules
out military
intervention

- FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Teheran, May 23: India today
made it clear that it will not go for
military intervention in Sri Lan-
ka, though it is willing to provide
“humanitarian assistance” in
Jaffna on arequest from Colombo.
It also expressed disappoint-
ment at Australia’s attempt to ac-
cord legitimacy to Fijian coup lea-
der George Speight, who ousted
the democratically-elected gover-
nment of Mahendra Chaudhry
last week. India has decided to rai-
se the issue with Commonwealth
nations and the European Union
to ensure that their policy towa-
rds coup leaders in different parts
of the world remains consistent.
Indian foreign minister Jaswa-
nt Singh, now in the lranian capi-
tal, is going to London tomorrow
to chair a meeting of Indian heads
of mission in Europe. He will meet
British foreign minister Robin
Cook and Commonwealth secre-
tary-general Don Mackinnon to
discuss the developments in Fiji.
Singh said here this afternoon:
“India will not enter into a fire-
fight on Sri Lankan soil even if it
finally has to engage in humani-
tarian assistance.” On Sri Lanka,
where the Liberation Tigers of Ta-
mil Eelam (LTTE) and govern-
ment troops are battling over
Jaftna, the Tiger stronghold, Sin-
gh explained that India is willing
to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to Sri Lanka but first a requ-
est has to be made by the Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga government.
Referring to Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
recent remark that India was
watching the developments in Sri
Lanka closely and was ready to
take any step necessary, Singh
said this meant that Delhi was
ready with a contingency plan,
but that does not include a mili-
tary intervention.
The Indian foreign minister

[ L

also pointed out that gquestion
of humanitarian ass

only be made after a “def
the military situation of
worked out.

India is of the view that talking
about withdrawal of the Lankan
army when it is fighting the Tamil
Tigers is “extremely demoralis-
ing” for the troops. Therefore, an
assessment of whether the Sri
Lankan troops can hold onto
Jaffna or are likely to cave in on
theface of the LTTE onslaught has
to be made first.

Singh said Norwegian envoy
Erik Solheim, facilitator between
Colombo and the Tamil Tigers,
had a role to play in making the
two parties come to the negotia-
tions table. “Norway has a role to
play since it has been chosen by
both the Sri Lankan government
and the LTTE as a facilitator,” he
added. Solheim, now in Sri Lanka,
will be in Delhi within a day or
two to keep the Indian leaders
posted about the developments in
Jaftna.

Earlier, the Indian foreign
minister had expressed doubts on
whether the Norwegian initiative
in Sri Lanka will lead to a solu-
tion. But though a definite picture
has yet to come out of Sri Lanka,
the Indian leadership appears to
be satisfied with the role the Nor-
wegian envoy is playing by trying
to talk to the two sides and also by
keeping Delhi apprised of the lat-
est developments.

On Fiji, Singh said the situa-
tion was “a delicate one” and
India cannot assert itself too much
as it may harm the Fijian Prime
Minister, under house-arrest by
the armed rebels. Singh, however,
said he will make it clear during
his discussions with Cook and
Mackinnon to ensure that the
Harare Declaration and the Mil-
brooke initiative on coups and un-
democratic methods to overthrow
governments are not encouraged.
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eighbour as peacemaker

HERE is increasing realisation in New
Delhi that India cannot keep aloof from the
events in Sri Lanka. And that, sooner than
later, it will have to play arole consistent with good
neighbourliness and India’s security and strategic

Involvement does not necessarily me&aking_s(jdecg
| o

_ interests. The alternative is to let other powers

make a foray into Sri Lankan territory, which will
not be in the country’s long-term interests. Both
the parties concérned — the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)— have admitted, if not in so many words,
that India is the one country which can play a deci-
sive role in bringing about peace in the island na-
tion. Both Norway, which hasbeen in the forefront
of brokering a peace deal, and the United States,

~ which is keen to fend a helping hand to the peace

process, recognise India’s role. However, the coun-
try’s present stance of “complete neutrality” is dic-
tated in the main by two factors: the nightmarish
experience over the déployment of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka in the
mid-eighties and the political pressure from some
of the constituent parties of the National Democ-
ratic Alliance government. It is often forgotten
that involvernent does not necessarily mean taking

' sides in the ongoing conflict.
India has ajready made it clear to both the in-
terlocutors and the parties concerned that under -

no circumstances will it involve itself militarily in
the Sri Lankan situation. After all, as the IPKF ex-
perience had taught it, any military involvement

.can only be counter-productive. While recognising

this, India cannot shy away from its responsibility
as a well-intentioned neighbour. In other words,

' —

9

nothing prevents dian government from pro-
viding humanitariantassistance to the war-affected
people. It is still a matter of conjecture as to when
Jaffna falls to the Tigers. But the Sinhala troops are

sure to lose control of the town, of that there is no

doubt. In such an eventuality, the 40,000 or so Sri
Lankan troops now amassed in the Jaffna penin-
sula will become sitting ducks for the ITTE. This is
too frightening a scenario to contemplate and it
should not be allowed to happen. It is in the evacu-
ation of these troops that India can help. How far
evacuation is possible without the cooperation of

. the LTTE i, of course, a matter of speculation.

Ideally, the evacuation should be preceded by
a ceasefire. This will make India’s task easier.
Thus one of the main objectives of the peace-bro-
kers should be to bring about a ceasefire. Given
the intransigence of the parties concerned, this is
easier said than done. In the past, the efforts to
bring about a rapprochement between the LTTE
and the Sri Lankan government could not suc-
ceed precisely because of the lack of confidence
the Sinhalas and the Tamils have in each other.
This means countries like Norway and India are
up against a wall in their bid to bring the warring
sides to the negotiating table. On the settlement of
the ethnic dispute, whether it should be through
partition, as advanced by the LTTE, or devolu-
tion of power as conceded by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment, is for the people of Sri Lanka to decide.
Whatever be the case, India’s role cannot be any
different from what the people of Sri Lanka want
it to be. This is the basic premise on which India
should make its moves. '

WNOIAR EXPRE=S

& may : T




HE POLITICAL FACTOR

CONNOISSEURS OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL THEATRE

: INDIR, ISRAEL, NORWAY ON VERGE OF GETTING INVOLVED

i | Defence

i | without
i | attached.

Vaiko asks Israel to stop
military aid to Sri Lanka

Our Poiitical Bureau
NEW DELH! 23 MAY

EVEN AS the Indian govern-

ment weighs its current
: options over mediation in
i | the fast developing ethnic con-
flict in Sri Lanka, MDMK chief
and ally in the ruling NDA,
Vaiko, today directly urged
i | Israel to stop arms supply to the
i | government in Colombo.

; Vaiko also met the Prime
i | Minister A B Vajpayee and
; minister  George
i | Fernandes in the day to brief
i | them of his party’s perception
i 1 on the conflict which has been
i | on intermittently for more than
i | two decades.

: Vaiko is believed to have
i | been reassured that active inter-
i | vention by India was not on the

¢ | anvil until such time as a ‘break-

i | through’ developed in the cur-
i | rent deadlock in the Sri Lankan

¢ | conflict between the LTTE and

i | the Sri Lankan forces.

; Significantly, sources said
that the MDMK chief sought to
i | convince both Mr Vajpayee and
{ | Mr Fernandes that should a cir-
i | camstance calling for India’s
intervention in the Sri Lankan
conflict arise, it should not be
conditionalities

While this was not spelt out
i | specifically, it is perceived in
* | political circles that Vaiko's pos-

sible reference may have been to
the possibility of an economic
blockade against the LTTE bas-
tions, one option that the Colombo
government is seen as favouring
to smoke out the group.

During his 90-minute tete a
tete with the Israeli charge d’af-
faires here, Mr Dan Stav, Vaiko is
understood to have issued an
appeal, through the diplomat, to
the Israeli government for the
immediate stoppage in supply of
arms to Colombo.

Sources said that the
MDMK chief, long known as an
open supporter of the LTTE in
its struggle to wrest Eelam in
Sri Lanka, placed the conflict in
Lanka in the context of a highly
emotive issue to the Israelis:
that of the prolonged struggle
for, and the subsequent creation
of Israel as a Jewish nation
from Palestine in West Asia
against all odds in the first half
of the century.

The development acquires
significance in view of the offi-
cial wait and watch stand adopt-
ed upto now by the Indian gov-
ernment in the crisis in the
neighbouring nation to the
south. Vaiko's head on appeal to
Israel among nations including
Pakistan that Sri Lankan presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga is
reported to have harnessed
arms from urgently for use in

the conflict recently is per-
ceived as virtually verging on
the proactive, particularly con-
sidering the reluctance of the
NDA government, of which he
is part, to jump the gun in the
current sensi- tive situation.

The MDMK chief subsequent-
ly met Prime Minister Vajpayee
prior to his proposed visit to
Bhopal, later cancelled, and
briefed him at length on the view-
point of his party regarding the
ongoing crisis. “I am thoroughly
satisfied that the government of
India will proceed carefully and
the necessary cau- tion on the
issue,” Vaiko.said subsequent o
his talks with the PM and with
Defence  minister  George
Fernandes during the day. The
talks were themselves held in the
background of reports that the
Norwegian diplomats in Colombo
had already approached the
Indian government on the possi-
ble role that it could play in
resolving the crisis.

Sri Lankan foreign minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar had held
on Monday to a state owned news-
paper that “The Norwegians have
been in touch with the Indians
with our consent and on our
request..they have recognised
India’s valuable position in the
region, they have recognised the

inevitability of Indian involye-
ment in this issue.” :

The Economic Time.




Significant shift in Britain’s
stand on Kashmir: Jaswant

o™
New Deihi, May 17 C\,Q 0‘

{

THERE HAS been a “landmark
shift” in the United Kingdom’s
stand on Kashmir and New Delhi
is getting full cooperation from
London on the issue of extradition
of terrorists who took shelter in
that country, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh told the
Lok Sabha today.

This change in attitude is not
inadvertent but due to New Delhi’s
carrying conviction with its policy
on various issues, the Minister said
while replying to a supplementary
during Question Hour.

Mr Jaswant Singh said the British
statement in the House of
Commgns in the wake of the
Kargil/conflict was a landmark
shift il the Labour party’s thinking
ashmir, leading to better
rstanding of the Indian posi-
on J&K, the Line of Control
(JLoC) and terrorism.

Mr Singh said the LoC is a treaty
document as a result of the Simia
Agreement and was a confidence

building measure.

The Minister said in a compre-
hensive statement on Jammu and
Kashmir in the House of

Commons, the UK Government
had stated that it was “important
to recognise that the incursions,

and the continued violence of the
militants in Jammu and Kashmir,
have done nothing, and can do
nothing, to promote a durable
solution in Kashmir.”

The statement also said “evi-

THE HINDUSTAN ThES:
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do not represent them,” he said.
Mr Singh said this stand of the
UK Government was reiterated by
its Minister of State in the Foreign
and Commonwealth office in the
House of Commons in response to
a question on January 18 when he
said “Pakistani cross-border ter-
rorism is proving to be an enor-
mous threat to the stability of
Kashmir. We look to General
(Pervez) Musharraf to make sure
that under his regime such terror-
ism stops. We particularly look to
General Musharraf, who is widely
seen as author of the Kargil inci-
dent last year, to ensure that noth-
ing like that ever happens again.”
The Foreign Minister said the
UK had also stated that they wel-
comed the action already taken by
the Indian authorities in address-
ing human rights concerns with the
Human Rights Commission acting
as an effective custodian and pro-
moter of human rights. (PT1)
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NDIA AND Trance on
Thursday opened a strategic
dialogue on bilateral military
cooperation, security situation
in Asia and Europe and on
armaments and the nuclear
issue.

The first-ever high-level dia-
logue was initiated when visiting
French defence minister Alain
Richard held a long meeting
with his Indian counterpart
George Fernandes here.

The two sides will start offi-
cial delegation-level talks on
Friday. Richard is accompanied
by a nine-member team includ-
ing his diplomatic adviser
Aubibert, military adviser
Gen Thorette and Bernard
Ouvrieu, who represents the
French defence ministry on the
Indo-French Joint Committee on
Defence.

A defence ministry
spokesman did not give details of
the meeting but sources said
Richard’s visit will lead to sign-

ing of the deal for sale of 10
additional Mirage 2000-H multi-
role aircraft to India to bring up
the Mirage squadron of IAF to
full strength.

The French minister, who
landed at Agra this morning in a
special French Air Force plane,
visited the Taj Mahal before
beginning his hectic two-day
schedule.

Richard’s visit follows high-
level defence  exchanges
between the two countries.
Army chief Gen V.P. Malik had
visited Paris earlier this year
and it was followed by a visit
to New Delhi last month by
the French chief of defence
staff.

The French minister’s visit
here assumes significance in the
wake of recent statements by
Fernandes that India will soon
give a go-ahead for a number of
defence acquisitions like AJTs
weapon  locating  radars,
(WLRS), main battle tank and
high altitude unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAV).

4
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\0\ ; Franco-German Cobra
weapon locating radar is bidding
for the Indian contract along
with\a WLR systems from
Ukraine. A high-level Indian
defence team recently witnessed
Cobra trials in Germany.

However, it appears that the
French Alpha jet are not in con-
tention for the multi-million dol-
lar AJT deal as the jet’s manu-
facturers Dassault did not
respond to latest tenders floated
by IAF making it look like India
had reached a “single vendor
stage” on the deal with only
British Aerospace’s Hawk-100
left in the race.

The French minister, during
his visit, will call on President
K.R. Narayanan, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee and exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant
Singh.

Soon after his arrival at
South Block, Richard was pre-
sented a tri-service guard of
honour and later, the three ser-
vice chiefs called on him.

— PTI

The Economic Times
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AN CM megts PM onT.anka

HT Correspondent q/Q Qd';\( Y\‘_

New Dethi, May 19

TAMIL NADU Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi today discussed with Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee the latest devel
opments in Sri Lanka where the L
was continuing 0 push forward in the
north and east.

Mr Karunanidhi’s discussion with Mr
Vajpayee assumes significance in the con-
text of the visit of the overall commander
of Sri Lankan Armed Forces, Gen
Roshan D’Silva Daluwate, 10 India
recently and preparations by New Delhi
to meet any emergency-

As part of India’s contingency plans,
ships are already deployed along the
southern coast and ready to evacuate
trapped St Lankan soldiers of Tamil
refugees in case the LTTE captured
Jaffna. Besides, the Navy and Coast
Guard have stepped up surveillance
along the Tamil Nadu coast.

However, there has been no exodus
from Sri Lanka even after the fall of
Elephant Pass on April 22 and advance-

_ment of the LTTE towards Jaffna.

Mr Karunanidhi, who arrived last night
1o attend a meeting of the Cauvery Rivet
Authority, which was abruptly postponed
following the Karnataka Chief Minister’s

refusal t0 pa ticipate in it, @ discussed  gone on record that his government was

with Mr Vajpayee some of the pending fully cooperating with the Centre and

projects in thq State. that the LTTE would not be allowed to
Home Minyster L K Advani and enter Tamil Nadu.

e i On May 12, the Chief Ministet had cat-

¢ L. egorically declared that his government
12 LITE suicide | e

o w%\;ig give no room fo;I any B .
L in the State. owever, he said,
bombers arreSted i «we will be happy if they get Eclam
IN A major breakthrough, the Sri | - either through negotiations 0f armed
Lankan police have arrested 12 sus- conflict”. Mr Karunanidhi said there was
pected LTTE suicide bombers, who | 10O question of the DMK backing 40y
were to assassinate several important moves by by the LTTE on Indian sO N
ersonalities, and seized 120 kg of The next day, he clarified that his state-
explosives, media reports on Friday | ment did not mean that there was any dif-
said. The police arrested a suspected ference between his government and the
LTTE cadre, while he was attempting Centre on the present crisis. He also said
to obtain a forged passportt, State-run | his anxiety was that the present offensive
Daily News said. Following his arrest, should end and lead to negotiations.
the police seized 120 Kg of explosives According to him, recognition 0 Eelam

town. The arrest also led to the deten- |

tion of 12 suspected LTTE suicide \

bombers, who revealed “they Were | tion was achieved, he would be all the

assigned 10 assassinate several lead- | more happy, Mr Karunanidhi said.

ers,” it said. PTY, i He also said his statement should not

BN 1 petakentomean he would raise his voice

Environment Minister T R Baalu were on behalf of Tamil Nadu for the creation

present during Mr Karunanidhi’s discus-  of Tamil Eelam. However, he made it

sion with Mr Vajpayee- clear that for achieving this objective he
Since his last discussion with the Prime would neither accept not welcome the

Minister on May 5, Mr Karunanidhi has presence of the LTTE in Tamil Nadu.
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Andia preparing diplomatic

moves over Fijian problem

Udayan Namboodirl
New Do, May 10 A\~
NDIA HAS expressed its "dismay and regret" at
the developments in Fiji and is preparing for
another round of diplomatic heckling of the new
regime which forcibly took over from the year-old
Mahendra Chaudhry regime today.

Like in 1987, when Lt Colonel Sitiveni (Steve)
Rabuka usurped power from the Indian origin prime
minister, this time too the Pacific "powder-keg" stands
on the brink of prolonged chaos which could lead to
another period of isolation for the tiny nation.

Britain, Australia, New
Zealand and the Commonwe-
alth secretary general have
joined India in hitting out at
the impresarios of the latest coup. The External
Affairs Ministry spokesman said today that as a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth, Fiji is party to the Harare
Declaration and Millbrook Action Programme. Fiji
had joined other heads of governments at the last
Commonwealth Summit in restating the Commo-
nwealth's fundamental political values in favour of
democracy over military dictatorship, which led to
Pakistan's suspension. Now it risks the same fate itself.

Telecommunication links between New Delhi and
Suva snapped during the day. The Indian High
Commissioner, Mr 1. S. Chauhan, called New Delhi
around noon to give a brief resume of events as of that
hour. He also informed that the Indian staff at the
mission there, along with their families, was safe.
Understandably, the first official response of the

Pacific Powder-keg

MEA spoke of an "attempted coup”.

Of the total population of 772,655, ethnic Indians
make up 43.6 per cent, while indigenous Fijians
(Melanesians) constitute 51 per cent. Therefore, cul-
tural ties impact directly bilateral relations between
India and Fiji. The political and economic clout of
descendants of Indian indentured labourers, made
them targets of ethnic hostility since the early eighties.
They are also accused of resisting assimilation in the
local society.

New Delhi's relations with Suva, which were excel-
lent till the 1987 coup, soured rapidly thereafter. India
worked towards what it termed the "illegal" regime's
isolation, banned bilateral
trade and periodically issued
statements of concern at the
growing number of attacks on
people of Indian origin by elements backed by the mil-
itary Junta. The dictators hit back in May 1990 by
ordering the Indian mission in Suva closed.

By the mid-nineties, Fiji embarked upon a "review"
of its Constitution. India closely followed the process
out of a concern that ethnic Indians should not lose
their rights in an environment when the demographic
balance was tilting against them. Till the sixties, peo-
ple of the Indian origin made up more than 50 per
cent of Fiji's population, but after that there was a
steady decline. Fijians also make up 95 per cent of the
military of the country. In 1997, India dropped its
Opposition to Fiji's re-entry into the Commonwealth
following enactment of the new Constitution. The first
election in the new era was held in 1999 and the same
year saw India reopening its mission in Suva.

As HIDUST A0 T
P 3:4 h‘ig‘!ﬁIJthu

LY )



ﬁdl

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MAY 20. As the mlllta
situation in the jaffna peninsu
begins to evolve rapidly, the God-
ernment is moving closer toward
some hard decisions on Sri Lanka.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s remarks here
today that India was “ready” to
take any step “if necessary”, re-
flects the sense here that the Gov-
ernment can no longer duck its
responsibilities in Sri Lanka.

With the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) reportedly
gaining ground in the offensive
against Jaffna, an Indian decision
to intervene, in some form, in Sri
Lanka may be imminent.

Mr. Vajpayee told reporters that
the situation in Sri Lanka was
“changing rapidly” and the Gov-
ernment was ‘keeping a close
watch”.

Officials here say the Govern-
ment is in continuous contact
with Colombo through its mission
there and is evaluating various
options in the event Jaffna does
fall in the next few days.

The timing and nature of the
intervention will depend on
ground situation as well as the
political attitudes of Colombo
and the LTTE towards an in-
creased Indian role in the conflict.

The immediate trigger for an
Indian intervention is the fate of
the nearly 30,000 Sri Lankan
troops in the Jaffna peninsula. In-
dia might have to play some part
in evacuating these soldiers if
they are trapped by the LTTE.

The Government is debating
whether an Indian humanitarian
intervention must take place only
in a “permissive” environment,
with LTTE’s consent, or whether
it could go ahead even in ‘‘hos-
tile” conditions.

The LTTE has already issued an
ultimatum to the troops to “sur-
render”’ or face the consequenc-
es. It also offered not to harm the
surrendering forces and hand
them over to the International
Committee of Red Cross. Colom-
bo meanwhile insists its troops
will fight on.

Itisin this context that the mer-
its of an Indian sponsored “cease-
fire” and the likely reactions of
the two sides are being discussed
here. One variant of the proposal
is a ceasefire coupled with an
evacuation of Sri Lankan troops
assisted by India.

If Colombo arrives at the judg-
ment that it cannot hold onto Jaff-
na and believes it is important to
save its troops, it may favour such
a ceasefire. But with the LTTE ap-
pearing to seize the initiative, it is

“MAHQ:U

a ready for ‘role’.
n'Sri Lanka: PM

by no means clear whether the re-
bels’ leadership would adopt rea-
sonable  positions. Equally
unpredictable is the nature of the
political fallout in Colombo when
it loses control over Jaffna.

Fernandes

reiterates stand
By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, MAY 20. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
today said India could not be
compelled by anyone to play a
role in resolving the ethnic con-
flict in Sri Lanka and reiterated
the country’s stand on non- mil-
itary intervention.

Commenting on the Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Lakshman
Kadirgamar’s statement that
events in Jaffna might force India
to play a role, he said New Delhi
had already made its position
clear.

“There is no question of New
Delhi intervening  militarily,
though we can provide human-
itarian aid including helping in
evacuation,” Mr. Fernandes told
reporters after addressing the
South Asia Conference on “Lega-
cy of Mahbub-ul- Haq: Human
Development” organised by the
Institute of Social Sciences here.




India ready
with help,
says I.anku

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAL/BANGALORE, May
20. — A Lankan minister who
arrived in Chennai en route to
Bangalore today revealed that
Colombo and New Delhi have
“worked out” the “details” of
the assistance India would give
to his country’s troops battling
the LTTE in Jaffna.

In New Delhi, despite the def-
ence minister clarifying that
India could not be “compelled”

to resolve the crisis, and that-

there was “no question” of a mi-
litary intervention, the Prime
Minister announced that Delhi
was “ready” to take some steps.

But neither Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee nor the Sri Lankan
minister gave out any details.

“Details regarding assistance
from India have been discussed
by my senior, the foreign minis-
ter, Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar.
It has been worked out,” Mr
Lakshman Kiriella, Sri Lanka’s
deputy external affairs minis-
ter, told reporters at Chennai
airport this morning.

Mr Kiriella flew to Whitefield
near Bangalore to speak at a
function organised by the
Sathya Sai Baba Foundation,
He did not talk to reporters in
Bangalore.

“No political connotations
should be drawn from my
vigit”, Mr Kiriella said. Sri
Lankan chief of defence staff,
General Rohan de Silva Dalu-

, wate, too had recently come to
"India, apparently also to seek
the Baba’s blessings. The Gen-
eral too had gone-to Whitefield.

The situation o e island
was “rapidly chénging”, and

India was ready 0 take some
steps if necessary, the Prime
Minister told reporters after
opening a meeting of the Inter-
State Council in Delhi.

India was keeping a close
watch on developments, and
has already offered humanitar-
ian assistance, he said.

Even without Mr Kiriella’s
announcement, there has been
speculation that India is ready-
ing to launch itself into the
Lankan crisis in some way.
Gen. Daluwate’s hush-hush
visit to Thiruvananthapuram,
headquarters of the southern
air command, could have been
to oversee preparations for
India’s assistance to his forces.

Fifteen thousand Indian

troops have been moved tg
Thiruvananthapuram, and re§-
idents of Tamil Nadu’s Kanya-
kumari and Tirunelveli dis-
tricts say there has been night-
ly movement of aircraft along
the Thiruvananathapuram-
Colombo air corridor.

The pro-rebel web site
www.tamilnet.com today said
the Tigers had captured Jaff-
na’s second-largest town, Cha-
vakachcheri, and shelled both
Palaly air base and Kankesan-
thurai sea port out of action.

It called on the soldiers to sur-
render “to avoid the continuing
bloodbath”, and promised they

“will be treated with dignity
and honour” and handed over to
the International Committee of
the Red Cross within 24 hours.

But in Colombo, Mrs Chan-
drika Kumaratunga vowed not
to give in. “I will not betray the
country even if I am killed,”
she was quoted as saying. -
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India committed to
o

short

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, MAY 9

NDIA said today that it could

not join the nuclear non-prolif-

eration treaty (NPT) as a non-
nuclear weapon state and state-
ments by NPT states about New
Dethi rolling back its nuclear pro-
gramme were mere diversions to
prevent focussed attention on the
basic goals of the NPT,

In a statement in Parliament in
the context of the sixth NPT review
conference under way in New York,
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh said India’s commitment to
global nuclear disarmament and
lasting non-proliferation remained
undiluted. While willing to com-
mence negotiations on nuclear
weapons convention, India also re-
mained ready to participate in
agreed and irreversible steps to pre-

joining it,

pare the ground for such negotia-,
tions.

He said a global no-first-use
agreement and a non-use agree-
ment against non-nuclear weapons
states would meet the longstanding
requirement for legally binding neg-

* ative security assurance and assur-
ances to nuclear-weapon-free zones.”

Jaswant Singh said another posi-
tive development woulld be a com-
mitment by nuclear weapon states
not to deploy nuclear weapons out-
side their own national territories.
Nuclear weapon states also need to
take steps to lower the alert status,
through gradual de-alerting actions,
consistent with policies of no-first-
use and the defensive role of nuclear
weapons.

He said tactical weapons.that
lend themselves towar fighting roles
need to be eliminated. These would
be some positive and concrete steps

L

W

in the right direction. '

The Minister asserted Indiahad
been a responsible member of the
international  non-proliferaion
regime and will continue to take ini-
tiatives and work with like-mizded
countries to bring about stable gen-
uine and lasting non-proliferaion,
thus leading to a nuclear-wegon-
free-world.

Jaswant Singh said that in 995, -

the NPT was extended indefiitely
and unconditionally and 187 oun-
tries were today parties to it. The
proponents of NPT cite these evel-
opments as evidence of NPT’ suc-
cessyet, itisalso clear that therexist
strong differences even amott the
NPT states parties. Three of b five

* review conferences held so fariiled

to reach any agreement on afinal
document’. The non-ntlear
weapon states parties to the\PT
have increasingly felt let down F the

INOIAN EXPRELS
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. contrary, new doctrines and justifi-

" questions about compliance.

NPT regime
wsays Jaswant

lack of progress on disarmament, as
well as non-compliance with the ba-
sicprovisions of the treaty.”

He said the .nuclear weapons
states parties to the NPT and their
allies had not diminished the role of
nuclear weapons in their respective
or collective security calculus on the

cations had been developed.
NATO’s new strategic oconcept, an-
nounced last year, ten years after the
end of the cold war, re-emphasises a
need for the continued retention of
nuclear weapons. The nuclear
weapons sharing arrangements
within NATO also pased serious

“Such developments are clear
and continuing violations of the pro-
visions of the NPT. This the NPT
commumnity has been unable to dis-
cuss, let alone deal with,” the Minis-
ter added. ‘ \

!
I
,

|
|

i



WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2000

/q\INDIAN CONSENSUS ON SRI LANKA

SPITE SOME DIFFERENCES at the all-party
meeting on Sri Lanka, convened by the Prime
Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, a broad consensus
seems to be emerging in shaping the Indian
response to the island’s ethnic crisis. As the In-
formation Minister, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, put
it, there were four issues on which there was
broad agreement: no military intervention;
commitment to unity and integrity of Sri Lanka;
full protection to the island’s minorities; and
the need for a peaceful resolution of the conflict
within the framework of the Sri Lankan Consti-
tution. To set at rest all speculation and propa-
ganda on the issue, Mr. Vajpayee has clarified
that India was not for a separate Eelam and
there was no question of recognising such a
state. Any solution would have to be within the
framework of Sri Lanka’s “unity and territorial
integrity”. That fairly sums up the emerging
consensus on the developments in Sri Lanka. It
is clear from the deliberations that the Govern-
ment and the major parties want to protect In-
dia’s regional security and strategic concerns.
The Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, has
clearly hinted that India was prepared to play a
mediator’s role if both sides to the conflict ask
for it.

What has struck a jarring note in this all-
party meeting is the clash of views among the
constituents of the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA). Apart from the Tamil Maanila
Congress (TMCQC), which is in the Opposition,
even the Telugu Desam, an ally of the NDA,
raised questions on public support for the LTTE
or its demand for a separate Eelam. The refer-
ence was obviously to the statements from two
NDA constituents from Tamil Nadu — the
MDMK of Mr. Vaiko, and the PMK of Dr. S.
Ramdoss. It is one thing for these parties to
adopt political resolutions on the Eelam issue at
their conferences, but quite another to be in

Government and advocate secession in anoth
country. Political leaders cannot be immune
the problems faced in Kashmir. India canno
adopt double standards either in combating
terrorism or supporting secession. All that In-
dia, or any other mediator or facilitator, can do
is to bring the two parties together and keep
them engaged in negotiations. The LTTE is
known for its tough negotiating skills and does
not need any external help to make its de-
mands. In any case, foreign policy cannot be
held hostage to chauvinistic voices from Tamil
Nadu that do not even reflect the sentiment of
the people of the State. It is good that Mr. Karu-
nanidhi has distanced the DMK from such de-
mands.

The Prime Minister’s initiative to consult
first the allies from Tamil Nadu, then the Chief
Minister and finally all the political parties in
order to build a consensus on formulating a
new approach to the Sri Lankan crisis needs to
be welcomed. He and the Foreign Minister may
not be in a position yet to share all that Col-
ombo has conveyed. The situation keeps
changing all the time and Sri Lanka may be
more confident now of defending Jaffna than it
was a week ago. At least one thing is clear —
India will not commit the same mistakes it did
in the 1980s and burnt its fingers. But it cannot
let the problem in its backyard fester for dec-
ades and affect the regional security environ-
ment. At the same time, it cannot advocate,
endorse or support a call for secession in a sov-
ereign country, especially when divisive groups
in India are clamouring for the same. Keeping
the national and security interests in mind, In-
dia has made it known that its ‘good offices’ are
available in the search for a negotiated, political
solution to resolve the ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka.
There is not much more that can be done at this

stage.
\
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v Show some fareign policy gutg |

BAD mistake in realpolitik is to pull one’s punches\— a

habit in which South Block excels. Thus, Kargil notwith-
standing, there is no overall strategy to deal with Pakistani
mischief. Thus, notwithstanding the crucial regional impera-
tive of ensuring Sri Lanka’s territorial integrity in the face of
the threat posed by the LTTE, whom we trained and equipped
in the days of MGR and Rajiv Gandhi, there is only palaver
and double talk from New Delhi. And, this, from a BJP-led
government that thinks of itself as a hard-headed realist. If
the BJP are indeed what they think they are, they will have to
cripple Pakistan’s mischief-making capability, and in the con-
text of Sri Lanka, as this newspaper has vigorously argued,
respond to the urgent requests from Colombo. Pakistan is a
near-renegade member of WTO and has so far refused to act
on basic treaty obligations like MFN status. It is also the
stumbling block to creating a South Asian free trade zone,

. which will benefit the whole region. But this obstacle to free

trade and international commitments freely made and as
freely broken, causes little prejudice to Pakistan. The artifi-
cially low trading volumes between the countries does not
mean that Pakistan has to do without what it wants. Indian
cultural kitsch is available in Pakistan, as are a wide variety

of consumer goods. Worse, Indian industrial products, many of '
them vital for Pakistan’s military machine, find their way
across without hindrance. How? Plain smuggling. Which robs
the Indian exchequer of revenue and, more important, feeds
Pakistan’s capacity to wage jihad-e-asgar.

What should India do? One, clamp down hard on smuggling,
beginning with our side of the border across land and sea
routes. Two, insist on reciprocity. During the somewhat unreal
debate in the Lok Sabha when it was discovered that we had
bought sugar from mills in Pakistan owned by Nawaz Sharif’s
family, it was right to urge that the price was right and logis-
tics convenient; we should have gone on to tell Pakistan that
trade is not a one-way street nor are international obligations
under WTO optional and used the opportunity to get better |
recognition of the advantages of trade between neighbours.
We were defensive, perhaps because by the time the deal was
discussed, Kargil had erupted. But we should have done it
earlier. Third, government must declare that certain products
are banned for sale to Pakistan, citing their use in builling
that country’s military-industrial capacity, which is direced
chiefly at India. Fourth, and again pointing out Islamabad’s
delay over the MFN issue as well as its support for cross-bir-
der terrorism, New Delhi should consider denying Pakistin

the advantage of exporting raw materials and agriculturd .
commodities to India. The US, openly and wilfully, adopts al
of these policies without ge'much as a by your leave, with con-

| siderable success; its fofeign policy is clear when it comes to

ates. India too must firmly declare that '

i



Second Indian battalion to

be deployed on Monday o

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA gg
UNITED NATIONS, MAY 12
VAR

THE second Inmattahm of
peacekeepers is expected to be de-
ployed in Sierra Leone by Monday,
a United Nations spokesman said
on Friday. India has offered one
mechanised unit, a special forces
unit and a helicopter unit as part of
itsforce, the spokesman said.

This is part of the United Na-
tions attempt to beef up its fighting
capacity to take on the Revolution-
ary United Front (RUF) fighters in
Sierra Leone. The Indian battalion
is ready to be transported, the
spokesman said, adding the United
States, Netherlands, and Russia are
among the countries providing the
transport. Two parachute compa-

i prising 240 men and 31 medical

nies of the Jordanian forces com-.

personnel are also expected toland
at the Lungi airport in the capital of
Freetown within 48 hours. The re-
maining peacekeepers that Jordan
plansto send shouldbe avaﬂablt:,‘l%
the end of the month. Q ({ N

TE ,

Meanwhile, Secretary General
Kofi Annansaid if the #iternational
community fails in Sierra Leone, it
would have broader impact on
Africa. Some other nations too

- have offered help which could take

the strength of peacekeepers above
the 11,100 sanctiongd but the
spokesman declined to provide de-
tails. Efforts are on to sort out the

command structure if a separal
West African force is introduced in
Sierral_eonewhichisnotunderthe

, UmtedNtm oommandasbemg

. Annan also appealed to the
world community not to abandon
the people of Sierra Leone who
have put their faith in the world

bodyAddr&ssmganopenmeehng «
of the Security Council on Thurs-

day night, Annan asked the RUF
rebels to release the five hundred
peacekeepers they are holding-as
hostages.

Several African ambassadors
demanded strong action to tackle
rebels, saying the credibility of the
United Nations was at sbake.

INDIAN EXPRES:
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T LEAST some of the\Southeast
Asian (Asean) Governme\its began

tegic talks, New Delhi’s ‘Look East’
was getting out of focus. Kargil and the
persisting friction with Pakistan, and now
the crisis in Sri Lanka have become major
concerns of the Government of India. But
these should not distract New Delhi’s at-
tention from its east.

A string of high-level visits from Asean
and the visit by some Indian Ministers to
that region have helped to restore the ear-
lier warmth in bilateral relations. The
Heads of Government/State from South-
east Asia came to reassure themselves that
New Delhi had not abandoned its engage-
ment with East Asia. With this Vajpayee
Government appearing more stable, they
sought to build a foundation for a new ec-
onomic partnership.

On top of it all, the recent Asian Devel-
opment Outlook released by the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) has reconfirmed
earlier forecasts that the Indian economy
will maintain its firm growth path and
move to the 7 per cent rung this year. All
this only encourages ASEAN and even Ja-
pan as well as South Korea to work for a
better relationship with India to enhance
trade and investment opportunities. Be-
fore getting into the act, their leaders
wanted to ensure that New Delhi was

. ready to reciprocate. They did not want to
enlarge the sphere of cooperation if India
was going to be preoccupied with just the
U.S. and Europe.

The Foreign Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, entered the stage at a turbulent
time and has helped see through the post-
Pokhran crisis. After the initial stage of
fire-fighting, he has returned to the task of
seeking and building strategic partner-
ships, with friendly countries in both the
East and the West. Even as he went about
his task, Asean Governments were trying
to gauge the coalition experiment goipng on
in India since 1996. Finding this Vajpayee
regime more stable than the past few coa-
litions, they decided it was time to review
the whole gamut of cooperation with In-
dia.

Now that most of East Asia has reco-

(o

By V. Jayanth

vered from the financial crisis of 1997 and
there are indications of stability in Indone-
sia, the time appears ideal for India and
that region to build on the foundation that
is already there towards a mutually bene-
ficial partnership on the political, econom-
ic and security fronts. With the next annual
Asean Ministerial Meeting coming up in
July, along with that of the Asean Regional
Forum, now is the time to review the 1996-
2000 phase and prepare a blueprint for the
first decade of the new millennium. Even

the visit and the Centre too followed it up.
The new Minister for Information Tech-
nology, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, led the IT
task force to Singapore to forge a partner-
ship with companies in the island State. It
was an ideal sector to strike a partnership.

Mr. Wahid brought a new message from
Indonesia. His predecessor, Gen. Suharto,
did not really engage India too seriously.
So his administration was also lukewarm,
though business houses could see the po-
tential in this bilateral relationship. Indo-

Now that most of East Asia has recovered from the

financial crisis of 1997, the time appears ideal for

India and that region to build on the foundation
that is already there.

N

among the Asean Governments, it may be
essential to choose the right partners for
the future. Indian Ministers have ventured
out to fathom the waters, even as Heads of
some Asean Governments were here.

The year 2000 has provided several op-
portunities to rework the equations. First,
it was the Singapore Prime Minister, Mr.
Goh Chok Tong, who chose to visit India
after a gap of five years. Then came the
new Indonesian President, Mr. Abdurrah-
man Wahid, and finally, the Cambodian
Prime Minister, Mr. Hun Sen. All three
were seeking a new economic and political
equation with India. There was always a
cordial relationship with Singapore, which
was proving to be mutually beneficial. But
with Indonesia, there were problems with
the previous regime. As for Cambodia,
New Delhi had to pick up the threads
again to come to terms with the new
strongman, Mr. Hun Sen.

Mr. Goh Chok Tong came to meet up
with the Indian political leadership and
visit some of the potential investment des-
tinations of Singapore businessmen. He
appeared convinced that New Delhi's
Look East policy was back in place and the
time was ripe for the two economies to
upgrade their cooperation. His business
delegation focussed on the south — And-
hra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
These States have responded positively to

15 May .

nesia hopes to forge a strong Asian axis
involving both China and India, without in
any way straining the excellent ties Jakarta
enjoys with the U.S. Once the socio-politi-
cal tensions ease in the archipelago, Indi-
an industry and trade must take a hard,
second look at the immense opportunities
there in the rebuilding of a shattered econ-
omy.

As for Cambodia, it was always on In-
dia’s political radar. But because of the
power struggle there, no definite moves
could be made with either of the two major
players. Now that Mr. Hun Sen is firmly in
the saddle, there should be no problems in
moving forward. Given the solid political
investment made in Cambodia in the past,
the focus now must be on enhancing the
strategic dialogue with such a key state in
Indochina. While on Indochina, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes became the first Indian
Defence Minister to visit Vietnam recently.
This has been swiftly followed up with a
Viétnamese Navy (military) mission to In-
dia and they were shown all the facilities
and potential for a strong partnership on
this front.

The Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sinha, was in Thailand for the ADB meet-
ing this month and had an opportunity to
discuss the emerging economic scenario
in Asia, particularly East Asia, with his re-
gional counterparts. Though he took a dif-

Revitalisi,rbg/ India-East Asia ties
4 9

ferent view on the need for a regional
monetary fund or mechanism, the mess-
age that he appears to have left was one of
wanting to be counted along with the
Asean-plus-Three (South Korea, China
and Japan) in a new pan-Asian platform.

That must be the real objective now for
India. Mr. Goh was quite receptive to the
idea of inviting India to Asean’s informal
summits, to which the leaders of China,
Japan and South Korea were already in-
vitees. Without letting up on the new
equation India is building with the U.S. it
must work to become a part of the East
Asian caucus and ultimately a member of
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum.

From the U.S. to Australia, every leading
economy in the world has recognised In-
dia’s economic potential and its real areas
of strength — especially IT. The Indian
companies must now go global and forge
joint ventures withteading players in every
region to get a foothold in that market.
Only then can they really become global
players.

India must take up with the Economic
and Social Commission for the Asia Pacific
(ESCAP) the feasibility of providing the
southern connection to the proposed
trans-Asian Railway. This will link up India
and the subcontinent, with Southeast Asia,
Indochina, China, Russia and Central Asia.
These are the kind of projects that can pro-
vide meaning and substance to any new
partnership and help develop the hinter-
land countries, which badly need that con-
nectivity.

It may be time too to enter into a dia-
logue with Malaysia and Thailand, which
have not been able to come to terms with
the new India as they recover from the ec-
onomic crisis. Equally important it will be
to convince Japan it is time to move for-
ward from Pokhran and the CTBT.

India is already trying to engage China
and the proposed visit by the President,
Mr. K. R. Narayanan, could provide the
right occasion to kick-start a new bilateral
relationship with Beijing, setting aside the
persisting differences. It may be worth-
while pursuing Moscow’s concept of a new
triangular equation among Russia, China
and India.



Jaswant doesn’t

I

rule out

PRESS T! UST OF II\IDIA

NEW May 7. — India
tonight glg not rule out the pos-
sibility of playing the role of a
negotiator to bring about a
political solution to the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka if “all sides
to the situation asked for it”,

“I do not think India has ever
been a dishonest broker. And

¢ mediation

time for it came.

Rejecting the possibility of
India sending its armed forces
to Sri Lanka, he said New
Delhi would not take the IPKF
route of 1987.

Asked if humanitarian assis-
tance, which India says it could
extend, would include evacua-
tion of Lankan troops from
Jaffna Peninsula, He said: “I

as to playing any role in the

situation,
that is a pro-
cess that can
be only enga-
ged in when
all sides to
the situation
asked for it,”
the External
Affairs
Minister, Mr
Jaswant
Singh, told a
private TV
channel.

On whether
India could
play the role
of a negotia-
tor for a

don’t think we

Lanka refugees

CHENNAI, May 7. - An infant
died of starvation while a greup of
26 Sri Lankan Tamil refugees
stranded on a sandy stretch off
Dhanushkodi in Rameswaram
were rescued by the Tamil Nadu
police. The refugees hailing frem
Vanni in Jaffna Peninsula had
hired a boat to come to India, but
were dropped on the sandy stretch
on Friday night. A police team
from Dhanushkodi brought them
ashore. They spent the whele of
yesterday without food and water
and the child had died due to star-
vation, police said. — UNI

should talk
about eva-
cuation of
troops be-
cause Sri
Lanka itself
is not talk-
ing about
evacuation.”

He said
the Prime
Minister
has already
made it
clear that
possible hu-
manitarian
assistance
could com-
prise relief

materials,

political solution, Mr Singh
said: “At present moment the
conflict is continuing. Playing
the role of a negotiator can
come only when Sri Lankan
government requires, deter-
mines and decides that there is
such a role to be played.”

He said India was already
doing a “great deal” on the
diplomatic front but declined to
give details saying New Delhi
would not talk about it till the

food and medicines.

Mr Singh said by no stretch of
imagination, humanitarian
assistance would mean giving
arms to Sri Lanka.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
general secretary, Mr KN
Govindacharya, today said in
Raipur that India should help
create a congenial atmosphere
for finding a political solution
to the ethnic issue in Sri
Lanka, adds UNI.
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: he Congre s\has kept a low profile i\ the widening

' I national debate on how India should react to the
crisis in Sri Lanka. One spokesman Nas cautious-

ly talked of preserving Sri Lanka’s integrily. However,
anonymous partymen are already uphol&ing Rajiv
Gandhi’s decision to send Indian troops to the island in
1987. The implication being that intervention should not
be ruled out today. This is exactly the sort of policy din
- expected of the official opposition party. This confusion
recently reached new levels over the party’s stand on the
minimumnuclear deterrent. Ms Sonia Gandhi had given
athumbs up to the idea when Mr Bill Clinton came call-
ing. A small coterie overturned this by claiming, on the
basis of sentiment rather than historical accuracy, that
endorsing a deterrent ran counter to Rajiv Gandhi’s po-

sition. The Congress position on the comprehensive test
ban treaty is that a “national consensus” is needed. But
formulating such a consensus first requires the coun-.

try’s political parties have asperspective. Consensus can-
not arise from a vacuum. The Congress has similarly al-
ternated between praise and criticism of the Lahore
peace process and India’s response to the Kargil conflict.

An opposition party can take three different tacks on
foreign policy. First, it can be opportunistic and oppose

any act of the government. Politically this is not without -

a certain logic. The general public pays attention to for-
eign policy mostly when the government commits a faux
pas. Therefore, when blunders occur, a perpetually criti-
cal opposition appears remarkably foresighted. Second,
the opposition can decide there is no room for partisan
interests in foreign policy. The party in power speaks on
behalf of the country to the rest of the world. Opposition
criticism therefore only undermines the national inter-
est. Finally, and more sensibly, the opposition formulates
a worldview that will allow it to join with or divide from
the government, depending on the merits of specific is-
sues. Unfortunately, the Congress lacks a contemporary
worldview. Nehruvian dictums are obsolete post-Cold
War. However, the party seems unable to develop an al-
ternative hypothesis. This ensures its interventions are
ad hoc and vulnerable to pressure groups whose only
strength lies in decibels or access. It also means policies
decided one day are overturned the next.

The Congress is reportedly trying to put its house in
order. A special cell to decide on nuclear policy has been
established. However, its formulations still seem
blurred. The party is expected to continue to avoid en-
dorsing a deterrent and still genuflect to the Rajiv Gand-

hi plan for nuclear abolition. It will not reject the CTBT-

. outof hand. This has the odour of political compromise
rather than hardnosed security thinking. It also reflects
alack of an institutional memory. There is evidence to
show Jawaharlal Nehru did not take global abolition se-
riously. Rajiv Gandhi abandoned the idea near the end of
his term and gave the green signal to weaponize India's
nuclear capability. At least the Congress should become
consistent in its public statements. From that foundation
a coherent post-Cold War vision could yet develop. The
truth is that the Atal Behari Vajpayee government needs
a functional, intelligent opposition. It needs a Congress
that can show up its own faults and constructively evolve
national policies on the international front. It is to the
benefit of both, and the country, if an opposition party
can serve as a proper foreign policy foil to the party in
power,
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India to intervene only if ¢
asked by Chandrika, LTTE

Udayan Namboodirl
New Delhi, May 9 DL wh A

AR B 3

the Sri Lankan theatre, but not

yet as a mediator. "India will be
kept in the picture,” Mr Jaswant
Singh, Minister for External
Affairs, told BJP Parliamentarians
today.

Norway, which is playing the role
of facilitator of talks between the
Sri Lankan Government and
LTTE, has agreed to keep India
and the United States informed
about the progress of negotiations
between the two warring sides, and
a delegation from Oslo is expected
in New Delhi in a couple of days.

Coming from the External
Affairs Minister a day after he con-
firmed India's agreement to play
mediator in the conflict, this is con-
sidered significant. India will step
into the breach to play a direct role
only if asked to do so by both the
Kumaratunga Government and
the LTTE. Since the LTTE is an
organisation banned by New
Delhi, the Norwegians will play the
role as contact with the Tigers, it is
learnt,

The political ramifications of the
Vajpayee Government's lending of

INDIA, WILY nily, has entered

a fommitment to Colombo on
umanitarian assistance’ policy,
though kept under check for the
time being, threatens to spill over

A.Y. Tipnis to
submit report

INDIAN ARMED forces are
closely monitoring the military
situation in Jaffna. Sources said
Chief of Air Staff A.Y. Tipnis is
expected to submit an overall
assessment report of the ground
situation to the Government.
He met the Sri Lankan
President, Deputy Defence
Minister Anurudha Ratwatte
and Army Chief Srilal
Weerasunga. He is scheduled to

visit an airbase in Sri Lanka.
NTC, New Delhi

once the Sri Lankan Air Force
intensifies its bombings on civilians
to cover the Army's fight-back.
Reports from Chennai indicate a
state of alert on the possibility of
fresh hordes of refugees arriving
over the next couple of days to join
those already here, thanks to the
growth of the "agents" who organ-
ise such crossings. Therefore, the

ﬂct‘vﬂ!\'l"‘ H
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sense of urgency on New Delhi's
part to clutch at every straw of
hope for an early, political solutnon
to the conflict.

Tamil parties are playing their bit
in this affair. The NDA's allies,
PMK and MDMK leaderships'
publicly stated faith in the concept
of a Tamil Elam over the past few
days has resulted in quite a stir
within the ruling coalition and
pitched the two directly opposite
the DMK, as also the national pol-
icy that upholds the concept of a
unified Sri Lanka.

Meanwhile, India's disinclination
to send troops or military hard-
ware to assist the Sri Lankan Army
(SLA) has been appreciated by the
Sri Lankan High Commissioner in
New Delhi, Mr Mangala
Moonasinghe. In an interview to
Star TV today, he said the "stupidi-
ty" of the Ranasinghe Premadasa
Government had resulted in the
withdrawal of the IPKF from the
istand. He hinted that Sri Lanka
would purchase military hardware
from Pakistan, China and Israel if
necessary. There was no factor of
“assistance” about this. The High
Commissioner ruled out the SLA
accepting the LTTE's offer for a
cease-fire.
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Karunanidhi with PM
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIAQ W\w

NEW DELHI, MAY 5

NDIA on Friday said it could

consider providing humani-

tarian assistance to Sri

Lankan government which is
locked in a fierce battle with LTTE
in the Jaffna peninsula, but rejected
any possibility of military interven-
tion.

Humanitarian assistance to
Colombo “could be considered if
and when sought, but the situation
hasnot arisenyet,” External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh told re-
porters after an hour-long meeting
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-

. payee had with Tamil Nadu Chief
© Minister M Karunanidhi here.

Replying to questions, Singh
said, “There is no question of going
down the IPKF route (of 1987).
The question of Indian military in-
tervention in Sri Lanka simply does
notarise”.

The meeting was also attended

i by Home Minister L K Advani, De-

fence Minister George Fernandes
and Comme:rce Minister Murasoli

Maran. Karunanidhi held consul-
tations with the Centre on the
evolving situation in Sri Lanka,
Singh said.

“It is Tamil Nadu which is more
directly affected by the situation in
Sri Lanka,” Singh remarked.

Asked if the DMK leaders op-
posed humanitarian assistance to
Colombo, Singh said, “It is a hypo-
thetical issue. It could be considered
if and when sought. I cannot say
anything now”.

Asked whether New Delhi
would consider for any via media to
resolve the Sri Lankan crisis, Singh
said it was for that government to
take a decision. India cannot take a
decision onitsbehalf.

Asked to comment on India’s
stand on reports suggesting that Sri
Lanka had sought help from Pak-
istan, Singh said, “Our stand is well
known to Sri Lanka. Our High
Commissioner there is in constant
touch with the government”.

To a question whether
Karunanidhi had given any sugges-
tion to help resolve the situation,
the External Affairs Minister said

|
|
} B But says Lankan problems shouldn’t affect Tamil Nadu

that there were many suggestions.
“If I say what the suggestions were,
then I have to say what the Sri
Lankan government’s requests
were”. Asked whether
Karunanidhi was open to humani-
tarian assistance to Sri Lanka,
Maran said, “We are partners of
NDA Government. We are not ty-
ing the hands of the Government”.

Meanwhile, the Tamil Nadu
government today clarified the
Centre was free to take “any appro-
priate action” with regard to the sit-
uation in Sri Lanka, but cautioned
that the “past” should not be forgot-
ten and that there should be no
“overflow” of Sri Lankan develop-
mentsinto the state.

“Itis the Government of India’s
privilege to take any appropriate ac-
tion in the interest of the nation. We
donotwant tointerfere in that,” the
Chief Minister Karunanidhi said in
astatement after the meeting. “We
do not want to tie the hands of the
Centre but we should not forget the
past,” he said, adding, “We do not
want any overflow of Sri Lankan
matter into Tamil Nadu.”
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NEW DELHI, May 5. — The
DMK today promised to sup-
port the Centre’s Sri Lanka
policy after the Prime Minister
explained why India may have
to offer humanitarian aid
though it would definitely not
lend its army.

Mr AB Vajpayee assured the
DMK chief that India wouldn’t
repeat the mistake of military
intervention in Sri Lanka. But
any request from Colombo for
humanitarian aid won’t be

MK will

S
govt
e a

affairs, defefice and home min-
isters, India received a fresh
appeal for help from Colombo.

Mr Jaswant Singh, whe
briefed reporters about the
talks at the Prime Minister’s
residence, wouldn’t reveal the

. nature of the request. He said:
“Our high commissioner in
Colombo is ... in touch with the
Sri Lankan government.”

But he seemed to drop a hint
as he repeated Mr Vajpayee’s
stand that there would be no
armed intervention, but that
India would consider “requests

ignored lest New Delhi be seen for help on humanitarian
as aiding terrorism. grounds”.

Mr M Karu- That situation
nanidhi — who # Hobson'’s choice on has not yet ari-
had begun by |’ Lanka, page 6 sen, Mr Jas-
demanding B Troops regroup to want  Singh
that India stay defend Jaffna, page 7 said.

“neutral” and | m Editorial: Clear vision | What exactly
let the Lankan needed, page 8 is humanitari-
troops and the an aid — food,

LTTE settle the conflict bet-
ween themselves — then
promised that the DMK would-
n't interfere with the Centre’s
handling of the situation.

“We don’t want to tie down
the Centre,” he told Mr Vaj-
payee.

But the promise of full DMK
support “for any action taken
in the interest of the nation”
was tempered with a note of
caution: “We don’t want any
overflow of the Sri Lankan cri-
sis into Tamil Nadu.”

While Mr Karunanidhi and
party colleague Mr Murasoli
Maran were huddled with Mr
Vajpayee and his external

medicine and water for the
troops holed up in Jaffna? Mr
Singh dodged the question.
“Why do you want to take my
job? The Prime Minister has
already made a statement.”

Mr Karunanidhi, asked the |
same question, said: “I will not
say anything other than what
Mr Jaswant Singh has said.” |

The Race Course Road meet- |
ing had discussed the appeal
from Lankan Buddhist monks
that Delhi help rescue the
troops holed up in Jaffna. The
DMK leaders reminded the
government how these monks
had criticised India in the '
1980s for sending the IPKF.
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NEW DELHI, May 6. — Mr
Atal Behari VaJpayee will brief
Opposition leaders on the Sri
Lankan crisis on Monday, the
PMO announced today.

No Opposition party barring
the Congress has, however,
shown much interest in the
raging civil war on the island
where 40,000 government
troops are reported to have
been cut off by LTTE guerrillas
advancing on Jaffna,

In Nagpur, the Union home
minister; Mr LK Advani, iter-
ated today that India would
not “repeat ‘mistakes of the
past” by responding to Colom-
bo’s call for help, reports UNI,

But Mr Advani’s (and earlier,
the Prime Minister’s and his
external affairs minister’s)

assertion notwithstanding, the -

IAF has moved some of its
transport aircraft to bases in
southern India.

No “glert” has been sounded -

though, and the Air Force has
described its move as only
“preparatory action”.

The Southern Air Command
has very limited transport
assets, hence additional air-
craft were being moved there,
IAF sources said. This would
factlitate speedy action if
required, they said, but stre-
ssed that no missions had been
ordered by the government.

With the Sri Lankan army
havmg reported some success-
es in the last 48 hours, defénce
analysts pointed out that the
critical factor remains control
‘of the air base at Palay, though

Jaffna town attracts more pub- -

"’!'

remains with the atmy, a
evacuation of th oops
remains a viable option — if
the situation so warrants.

Still, with India having ruled
out military intervention, the

" IAF assisting in an aerial evac-
-uation remains a remote possi-

bility. But, said defence analy-
sts, should the fighting reach a
stage when supply lines to the
civilian population of Jaffna is
cut off, a “humanitarian” mis-
sion could be undertaken.

However, even air-dropping
missions would involve a cer-
tain risk unless approved by
both the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the Tigers. For,
should the planes on a mercy
mission attract ground fire —
from either side — there would
be political demands in India
for retaliatory action, which
could prove escalatory.

The IAF had dropped supplies

- to Jaffna in 1987, after the Sri

Lankan navy had refused to
permit a flotilla carrying relief
material to enter ports in the
peninsula. The LTTE had then
welcomed the Indian action,
and the planes had remained
beyond the range of Sri
Lankan anti-aircraft fire.

PTI reported from Rames-
waram today that the Indian
coast guard, supplied with
more arms, has stepped up
patrolling in the Palk Straits.
There is fear that the Sri
Lankan navy may turn their
ire on Indian fishermen,

TMC caution: The Tamil
Maanila Congress said it wel-

comed any decision by Delhi on
the Lankan crisis as long as it
didn't affect security in south

lic attention: As long as Palay ‘ India, says SNS Chenna1
ﬂ":; ;‘Y ,—;Y
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STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICE

NEW DELHI, May 3. — The
government today said it was
“ready to contribute” to the
return of peace in Sri Lanka,
but ruled out a military inter-
vention. It said it would work
through “humanitarian mea-
sures” to mitigate the hard-
ships of civilians.

e external affairs minister
told reporters after a meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on

«Security that Colombo had not
asked New Delhi for any sort of
assistance so far, qualifying his
statement at one point by say-
ing there had been no “formal”
request.

Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar,
the Sri Lankan

)

S

tion whether evacua-

The qi

tion is part of military inter- |

vention i4 hypothetical, he felt
— it is for Colombo to decide if
its forces need to be evacuated.

On whether there could be
joint naval operatlons against
LTTE vessels going to the
Jaffna peninsula, Mr Singh

said military activity in the

Jaffna peninsula was not an
aspect under the government's
consideration.

Reading from a prepared
statement, the minister said
the government was closely
monitoring the situation in
northern Sri Lanka, and that
the government of the island
was in touch with India.

New Delhi, he said, would be’
“guided in its

foreign minister f1 Editorial: The LTTE |response to
who met with is back, page 6 developments
Mr Atal Behari #l More reports on by its continued
Vajpayee this page 8 commitment to

evening, had
said earlier in the day that his
country might seek India’s help
in its latest crisis in the war

against the separatist Tamil,

Tigers.

Mr Jaswant Singh announced
categorically that action by
Indian forces in Sri Lanka was
“completely ruled out”,

But he refused to say what
“humanitarian measures”
India might take, and whether
the evacuation of Lankan
troops was included in that
definition. Nor would he say
precisely how India proposed to
“contribute” to the return of
peace to the island.

Mr Singh, however, did say
that “the evacuation of troops
was not India’s responsibility”.

the peaceful
resolution of the conflict within
the framework of a united Sri
Lanka where all communities
can realise their aspirations.
“India will work to mitigate
the hardship inflicted upon
¢ivilians by the conflict, taking
such measures as become nec-
essary in consultation with Sri
Lanka.” India, Mr Singh said,
was already playing host to
100,000 Lankan refugees, andi
it “hope(d) that the peace'
sought by all Sri Lankans will
soon return to a country that is

a close and friendly neighbour,

India is ready to contribute to
making that hope a reality”.
He hoped that there would be

B See LANKA: page 8

(Contmu d from pa

no further \ arrival of
refugees.

Would India agree to play a
part in Colombo’s talks with
the Tigers?

The LTTE, Mr Singh said,
was at the moment a banned
organisation.

The government would con-
sider every aspect of the ban
when it expired.

The CCS met today after Mr
Kadirgamar called on the
Prime Minister. Mr Singh
described the visit as a cour-
tesy call — Mr Kadirgamar, he
said, was not on a specific mis-
sion; he has been in India for a
month-and-a-half for medical
treatment.

But, the minister conceded,
Mr Kadirgamar must have
referred to the situation in Sri
Lanka during the meeting.
India, he said, had had no
talks with the Sri Lankan
President, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga.

The CCS meeting at the
Prime Minister’s was attended,
besides Mr Singh, by the
Union home and defence min-
isters, the Services, RAW and
IB chlefs, the forelgn secretary,
defence secretary and other
senior officials.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 3. — The
appointment of the external
affairs ministry’s top expert in
the field of disarmament to the
post of Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Conference on
Disarmament (CD) in Geneva
reflects a shift of focus from
domestic opinion building to
international negotiations.

The government’s decision to
create the new post comes
ahead of forthcoming negotia-
tions on several treaties relat-
ed to disarmament to be dis-
cussed at the CD.

These include not only the
CTBT but also the biological
weapons treaty, the chemical
weapons treaty and the fissile
material cut-off treaty, discus-
sions on banning small arms
and landmines.

India is keen to influence the
course of the negotiations to its
advantage, resulting in its
decision to create the new post
at a senior level. The creation
of a separate post would also
enable a focus on the area
instead of the current practice

$

where only one Permanent
Representative overlooks sev-
eral different aspects.

Senior officials of the ministry
of external affairs point out
that India’s role in these nego-
tiations has become even more
important after it conducted
the nuclear tests and any and
every aspect of the negotiations
has assumed a more important
dimension in view of its
nuclear status.

The man chosen for the
new job, Joint Secretary
(DISA), Mr Rakesh Sood, is an
acknowledged expert in the
area of disarmament and will
contribute to the ongoing dis-
cussions.

While the task of building
domestic opinion is not yet
complete, the task of informing
public opinion and political
parties on the issues related to
disarmament, the advantages
and disadvantages of the CTBT
as also the impact of the treaty
on India should the govern-
ment sign it, has come to a
close after several meetings
with politicAl parties on this

issue. /
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