By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC 5. A political con-
sensus appears to have emerged
that for the moment the total
number of Lok Sabha constitu-
encies should be frozen not till
2026, as earlier proposed by the
Government, but till 2011.

A decision was taken today at a
meeting of the Business Advisory
Committee of the Lok Sabha af-
ter a thorough discussion on the
issue. It seems that the Congress,
represented by Mr. Madhavrao
Scindia, had some reservations.
He was reported to have suggest-
ed that perhaps the total number

of g)nsutuencies in all States
could be increased without dis-
turbing the present proportion,
to make the constituencies more
manageable.

However, Mr. Pramod Maha-
jan, Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs, managed to clinch the is-
sue by suggesting a compromise,
that the total number of constit-
uencies be frozen till 2011, that is
till the next Census, rather than
till 2026 as was proposed earlier.

The 91st Constitution Amend-
ment Bill which will make this
possible is expected to be intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on De-
cember 12. It is reported that Mr.

~ Constituencies may be frozen t;

Scindia said he wollz}(P con\sult his
party before giving the Congress’
final approval to Mr. Mahajan’s
proposal.

Mr. Arun Jaitley, Minister for
Law, was also present at the
meeting chaired by the Speaker,
Mr G.M.C.Balayogi. He ex-
plained the urgency to put this
legislation in place — after Par
liament approves the Bill it will
have to be ratified by at least 50
per cent of the States, the exist-
ing law freezing the number of
seats till 2000 would have to be
repealed, and finally a delimita-
tion commission set up to re-
draw the boundaries of
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consfituencigs in each State.

Th¢ questibn of increasing the
number of |Scheduled Caste/
Scheduled Trjbe seats in propor-
tion tb their humbers according
to the new Census could also be
looked at.

Others present at the meeting
were the Deputy Speaker, Mr
? M.Sayeed, Mr. Roopchand Pal
(CN-M), Mr. Yerran Naidu
(TDh, Mr. Vaiko (MDMK), Mr.
P.H. Padian (AIADMK), Mr. Ak-
hilesh St»gh (SP), Mr. Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay, (Trinamool) and

Mr. Anand tegthe (Shivsy/



_Flections in the U.S. and India

S ONE goes through the days
Aof the escalating high voltage

drama of the United States
Presidential elections involving the
candidates, their advisers, Federal
and State judiciary, famous lawyers,
election officers, country boards,
unhappy voters and a bemused
world, it is tempting to make
comparisons with another country
which has for 50 years stubbornly

held on to its democracy, and to see”

how the major features and themeg
involved in the U.S. would be played
out in India. y \ .
Some distinctions l— Tridia does
not follow the presidential system; it
is a parliamentary democricy, and
its voters cast their ballots for
political parties represented by their
candidates for the 540-member
House of the People. The leader of
the party in the majority becomes
the Prime Minister, the nation’s
executive head. Second, India has a
national Election Commission, a
body created by the Constitution
which protects the Commissioners
from removal. The Commission is a
permanent body and manages the
election process all over the country.
Members of political parties do not
have a role in the conduct and
certification of elections. Civil
servants are barred by law from
political affiliation; if drafted for
election duty, they are under the
control of the Commission.
Accustomed to this rigid separation
between the election authority and
politicians, Indians are bemused to
find Republicans and Democrats
virtually running the main levers of
the system, as exemplified in
Florida, and would think it a recipe
for partisanship and conflict. Third,
in an Indian election the process
and its components are
standardised; there would be no
question of having a differently
designed ballot paper. As for the
machine v human debate, the latest
in the Gore/Bush series, a near
universal use in India of paper, eye
and hand for the vote and count is
slowly being replaced by electronic
apparatus. The wisdom of this may
now have to be reviewed.

Political maturity

If we take into account India’s vast
population exercising universal
franchise, its far-flung areas, remote
villages, muitiple parties and
candidates, one must concede that
its Election Commission has done a
pretty good job in handling the five-
yearly generai elections and a few
mid-term ones. However, the major
credit-takers are India’s voters, most
of who are poor and barely literate.
Time and again, they have shown
that they take their democracy
seriously, vote in large numbers, and
possess a remarkable degree of
political maturity and discernment

()

If we take into account India’s vast population
exercising universal franchise, its far-flung areas, remote
villages, multiple parties and candidates, one must
concede that its Election Commission has done a
pretty good job in handling the five-yearly general
elections and a few mid-term ones. However, the major
credit-takers are India’s voters, most of who are poor
and barely literate.

evidenced by frequent rejection of
the corrupt, inept and breakers of
election promises. By contrast, the
relatively low turnout in the U.S.
comes as a surprise. Another
interesting aspect is that in India it
is the poorer lot who display the
most interest and have the highest
turnouts in elections. On the
negative side in India is increasing
violence, booth capturing, and
corruption and voter impersonation.
The United States seems to be
relatively free of this. One other
point about an Electoral College. It
would never work in India. At times
of crucial legislative votes, Indian
political parties in some States not
known for best constitutional
practices have ferreted key
legislators and kept them in
captivity, to be produced at the
eleventh hour for voting. Absent a
rigid rule that members of the
Electoral College have no business to
change their voting mandate, there
will be blandishments and tempting
offers ensuring high grade multi-
generation prosperity for floor-
crossing.

India’s media has always played a
strong role in its elections.
Newspapers, especially in the local
languages, extensively cover political
and electoral news and stories. Till
not so long ago, television existed in
the lone presence of Doordarshan, a
network wholly owned, controlled
and supportive of the government in
power. Since everyone knew that, no
attention was paid to it. However,
with increasing privatisation there
are several networks, including some
international ones, and these turn
out fairly slick programmes
forecasting trends and covering
elections. They haven’t so far taken
it upon themselves to blur the
difference between the results of the
count and their predictions.
Hopefully, they will learn a lesson
from the dreadful muddle the U.S.
newscasters landed themselves in on
the night of November 7.

The Indian Election Commission
frowns upon exit polls, taking the
view that this may influence voters
going to vote at a later time or day.
This seems quite reasonable; a few
more hours to get the actual results
should not matter so much,
especially in a country whose
concept of time easily stretches to

take in millenniums, and
occasionally borders eternity.

However, it is in the process of
resolving the conflicts over ballot
validity that we would see dramatic
differences between the two
democracies. In India, the national
Election Commission would decide
such disputes. It has shown little
hesitation in ordering recounts, and
less frequently, repeat polls, when
the facts reveal distortion of the
electoral process. And if it does not,
anyone familiar with India’s robust
public interest law and litigation
would bet that within hours of the
problem surfacing, a petition would
be filed in the country's Supreme
Court. Issues involving breach of
fundamental rights and
constitutional protection can be
brought directly to the Supreme
Court. Few matters can be as
important as the election of the
nation’s government, and it is a fair
assumption that the Court would
exercise its discretion to take on
board the case and proceed to hear
it. That would set the scenario for an
interesting reversal of Finley Peter
Dunne’s quip that “the Constitution
follows the flag; and the Supreme
Court follows the election returns.”

Basic structure

While it is hazardous to predict
what a Court may decide, some
indications arise from the consistent
view taken by India’s senior Justices
that in matters of public importance,
form and procedure must yield to
substance and justice; the more
important the issue, the greater
force for this maxim. The Court has
fashioned the doctrine of the basic
structure of the Constitution, and
held that it is immune even from
constitutional amendment. Free and
fair elections, the Court has said, is
an important part of this basic
structure. Given such law, the Court
would have little difficulty in holding
that where the facts reveal a
substantial failure of the electoral
process, corrective action is called
for, especially when the issue in
controversy weuld fiave a decisive
bearing on the final outcome of the
national poll. Relevant in this
connection is a maxim of elections
— that the ballot paper should be
designed to facilitate easy and
uncomplicated marking of the

candidate of the voter’s choice. A
defectively designed ballot paper
combined with complaints of
confusion from a sizable number of
voters could well lead to an
inference of a flawed process
requiring remedial action. The test
to be applied is not whether a clever
voter can understand the ballot
paper; rather it is whether a not so
clever citizen can misunderstand it.
Other significant instances of voter
intent not being counted, due to pre
or post ballot bungling by
officialdom, would further nudge the
judicial mind towards relief and
remedy.

Verdict

The presence of someone like Ms.
Kathleen Harris, with obvious
overtones of partisanship, being in a
crucial determinative position would
have disturbed the Court. As an
aside, while oral evidence is rare in
the Supreme Court, it is not
unknown; and it would have been
interesting to see Ms. Harris being
cross-examined by Mr. Boise, who is
reputed to have given Mr. Bill Gates
a harrowing time in the box. Of
particular interest would be Ms.
Harris’ understanding of the use of
discretion; one of her statements
setting out her position of non-
intervention and making mention of
an act of God seemed to indicate
that unless the Almighty personally
intervened for Mr. Gore, she was not
going to budge. By comparison, to
the credit of Governor Bush (the
Florida one), there is hardly any
allegation that he would influence !
the result. in an Indian setting,
much would have been made of the
fact that the Government of Florida
is the brother of the Republican
candidate.

The early intervention in the
controversy of the country’s
Supreme Court has some
advantages. It ensures an early
result and avoids protracted
litigation, ruinous to candidates and
country. It brings a verdict and
solution from the one institution
that commands great respect and
credibility. Issues and times such as
these desperately need public men
and women who will be, and be seen
to be, free from partisan
considerations; who can rise to the
task of matching fact and principle
and national interest and finding a
solution with these guides alone. 1t
is a sad and sobering comment on a
democracy when it cannot easily
find such men or women in its ;
political and public spheres. Perforce
it must turn to a Court, for at least

~ ~the framework of that institution is

designed to obtain and exhibit these
qualities.
¢ SRIRAM PANCHU |
(The writer is a Senior Advocate and
currently a Visiting Scholar at
New York University’s School of Law.)
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Ammonia gas leak
at Paradeep |,

PARADEEP, NOV.2 . Panic spread in

" this port city following leakage of

ammonia gas from the private
sector Oswal Chemical and Fertil-
izer plant here on Wednesday
night.

Witnesses said a large number

of residents fled to safer places af-
ter the pungent smell of ammonia
started spreading.
_ The gas leak spread towards the
colonies around Paradeep Phos-
phates Ltd.(PPL), Atharbanki,
Chanagalia and Brundaban colo-
ny carried by the wind, besides
affecting the Oswal premises it-
self.

Police, however, said the plant
authorities managed to plug the
leak soon.

Senior police officials visited
the spot after the incident. — PT1

ULFA militants
to surrender

JORHAT, NOV. 2. About 14 hardcore
ULFA militants, including some
of its high ranking leaders, would
surrender before Golaghat district
administration here soon, official
sources said here today.

The insurgents had already
contacted the police and com-
pleted the paperwork and related
formalities for laying down their
arms, the sources here said.

The ultras belonged to different
ULFA units spread across the
state, they added. — PTI

C asked to inform voters about
criminal background of candidates

By Our Staff Reporter '\’\O - Lz}gacity and capability of the o-‘ ,

NEW DELHI, NOV. 2. The Delhi High
Court today issued directions to
the Election Commission requir-
ing it to inform votérs about the
criminal background of candi-
dates contesting elections to the
Parliament or State Assemblies.

A division bench comprising
Mr. Justice Anil Dev Singh and
Mr. Justice M. K. Sharma asked
the Commission to gather data
and inform voters whether a can-
didate was accused of offences
punishable with life imprison-
ment.

Information on assets pos-
sessed by a candidate, his or her
spouse and dependents, facts giv-
ing insight into the competence,
capacity and suitability for acting
as an MP or Legislator shall be
collected and given to the voters,
the Bench said in its 37-page
judgment. The voter shal also be
informed about the candidate’s
educational qualifications.

A candidate shall have to give
the required information at the
time of filing of nomination pa-
per. The candidate can be prose-
cuted for giving  wrong
information and the Commission
can file a criminal complaint
against, the judgment said. The
Commission was also asked to
collect information which it con-
siders necessary for judging the

litical parties fielding candidajes
for elections to the Parliamentjor
the State Legislators. The Beych
asked the Commission to frame
norms and modalities within four
months of the order.

It left it to the Commission to
issue directives to the Govern-
ments or departments concerned
to get assistance in gathering the
information. The authorities con-
cerned shall be duty bound to
provide all details, the judgment
said. The Bench further directed
that a pre-election debate among
political parties and an interactive
question-answer session with
public should be organised and
telecast on Doordarshan’s na-
tional network. These directions
came on a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) by the Association for
Democratic Reforms, an NGO.

The PIL urged the court to di-
rect the Commission to put to-
gether information on criminal
background of candidates seeking
elections and make it available to
public, print and electsonic media
for a wide dissemination.

The petitioner's second plea
was issuance of a direction to the
Union Government to amend
certain provisions of the Repre-
sentation of People Act, 1951 as
recommended by the Law Com-
mission in its 170th Report.

On the second plea, the Bench
said: “Though the existing electo-
ral law does not measure up to
the realities of the situation, but
we cannot not give a direction to
Parliament or the rule making au-
thority to amend the Act since we
have no such power or power to
legislate.”

The Commission filed an affi-
davit in reply to the petition say-
ing that it was very keen that
certain amendments should be
carried out in the electoral laws.

A proposal was sent to the Gov-
ernment in May, 1999 even before
the Law Commission had submit-
ted its report suggesting that per-
sons charged with serious
offences should be disqualified
for contesting elections, the affi-
davit said. The Government said
that since the amendments sug-
gested by the Commission affect-
ed political parties, it was in
favour of a thorough public de-
bate. The Additional Solicitor-
General, Mr. K. K. Sud, told the
court that the Government was
not in a position to give any cate-
gorical assurance regarding im-

plementing the Law
Commission's recommendations.
UNI reports

The EC today said it will wait to
see the full copy of the Dothi High
Court judgment, ore” com-

menting on it

3 NOY 2D




Parties ageept

UNITED NEWS OF INDIAOYCV}\‘ f"l\

- NEW DELHI, Sept. 18. Stk
Election Commission’s model
code of conduct got near unani-
mous support today with five
more political parties agreeing
that the code be implemented
from the day the poll schedule
is announced.

Leaders of the DMK, MDMK,
PMK, Arunachal Pradesh
Congress and the Mizo Natio-
nal Front (MNF) spoke to the
chief election commissioner, Mr
MS Gill, and backed the com-
mission’s stand.

The DMK leader, Mr Mura-
goli Maran, the MDMK’s Mr
Vaiko, the PMK’s Mr Rama-
doss and the Mizoram chief
minister, Mr Zoramthanga,
were among those who con-

\% N
veyed their partigs’ decision to

the Election Commission. They
also conveyed that the gap
between the date of notification
and announcement should be
less than a month.

The Election Commission had
called an all-party meeting on
Saturday to evolve a consensus-

N More reports on
pages4 &9

on the contentious issue which
has been pending in the
Supreme Court since 1997.
During the meeting, the
majority of the 40-odd political
parties had sided with the
Election Commission. Mr
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, who rep-
resented the BJP at the meet-
ing, had said that his party

model E/()cie date

would reconsider its stand, that
the code be in force from the
date of notification, if the gap
between the announcement of
the poll schedule and the notifi-
cation was reduced from the
current four weeks to two
weeks. Only a handful of parties
had said that they favoured the
code’s implementation from the
date of notification.

All other parties, including
the Trinamul Congress, Sam-
ata Party, Shiv Sena, NC, BJD,

"Akali Dal and the TDP, have

favoured the code’s implemen-
tation from the announcement
of the poll schedule. The Cong-
ress, CPI, CPM, NCP, the BSP,
the AIADMK, the Samajwadi
Party, the RJD and the Janata |
Dals (Secular and United) have
accepted the EC’s formula.

/1




el name, symbol frozen
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. — The
Election Commission today
derecognised the CPI-M as a
national party and froze the
name and symbol of the Janata
Dal, reducing its two factions
to the status of state parties.

The order could be of far-
reaching political significance,
more so since Assembly polls
are due in Kerala, West Beng-
al, — both CPI-M strongholds
— Tamil Nadu, Assam and
Pondicherry early next year.

After reviewing the CPI-M’s
poll performance and hearing
the party leadership, the EC
ruled that the CPI-M ceases to
be a national party.

The CPI-M would, however,
be recognised as a state party
in Kerala, Tripura and West
Bengal and its symbol of ham-
mer, sickle and star would be
reserved for its exclusive use in
those states, under the Elec-
tion Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968.

The EC order is signed by the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Mr MS Gill, election commis-

sioners, Mr TS Krishnamurthy

and Mr JM Lyngdoh.

On the EC’s decision, Mr
Jdyoti-Basu said in Calcutta:
“They have done a wrong
thing...What can be done if the
EC takes .such a decision...it’s
not a good decision,” he said.

Describing the verdict as “un-
fortunate”, the CPI-M politburo

CPM loses

national
tatus

said it has sought revision of the
criteria for providing recognition
to a national party. Tt urged the
EC to revise the symbols order
“without delay so that the par-

ty’s actual strength as reflected
in parliament and at the all-lu-
dia level is recognised.’

The EC would consider the
CPI-M’s arguments “at an app-
ropriate time”, but “as of now.
the commission...is unabie "o
accede to the partv's request

The commission recognised
JD-U and JD-S as state parties,
Both parties have heen given
30 days to register with the
EC. While the JD-U has heen
recognised as a state party in
Bihar and Karnataka, the JD-S
would be given the status in
Karnataka. '

The Subramanian Swamv-led
Janata Party, which officially
existed only in Arunachal Pra-
desh, will lose its recognition
as a state party. But the party
will be allowed to function as a
registered unrecognised party.

The JD-U general secretary,
Mr M Raghupathy, said his
party will seek legal opinion,
and may challenge the EC':
verdict in the Supreme Court.

* The JD-U charged the EC

with supersedmg its Jurhdlc
tion without giving prior notice

‘to the JD-U and overlooking

the arguments it presented in
the party’s favour.

& More reports on pages.

6 and 10
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RAMA PILOT. DHINDSA'S SON WIN

@f\
Co

By Our Speciyl Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 3. The Congress(l)
today bagged the Dausa Lok Sab-
ha Constituency with its candi-
date, Ms. Rama Pilot, winning the
seat representied by her late hus-
band Rajesh Pilot by a margin of
65,264 votes.

As the results of the by-elec-
tions to one parliamentary and
eight Assemblies, voting for which
was held on September 29, were
declared today, the Congtess(l)
had a fair share gf wins and loss-
es. - 1/(/{,\ {wa

The party/retained three As-
sembly constituencies of Shaher-
kotda  (Gujarat), Lakbnadon
{Madhya Pradesh) and Shahuwa-
di (Maharashtra) but lost an equal
number elsewhere. The biggest
shock for the party came in Kag-
wad (Karnataka) where the Janata
Dal (United) wrested the seat and
the party met with a similar fate in
Rajasthan, where like in Karnata-
ka, it is in power. It lost the Lun-
karansar Assembly by-election to
the BJP.

The Congress() also failed to
retain the Sunam Assembly seat
{Punjab) where the ruling Shiro-
mani Akali Dal candidate romped
home in a multi-corner contest.
The Samajwadi Party retained the
Karhal (U.P.) Assembly seat while
in Manipur,
the Federal Party of Manipur won
the Keisamthong sgat.
in Dausa with
roving upon the

\E. retains 3 | Asse

‘Rama Pilot... te Dausa vlr

margin. During the 1999 Lok Sab-
ha elections, Rajesh Pilot had
managed to retain the seat then
by a slender margin of 6,000
votes.

The party’s strategy to field next
of kin of its MP/MLAs in the by-
polls paid off in Shaherkotda
where Mr. Shailesh Parmar, son
of late Manubhai Parmar, re-
tained the seat by over 7,148 votes
defeating Mr. Tulsi Dhabi of the
BIP. In Maharasthra, Ms. Sanjiva-
ni Devi Gaikwad retained the Sha-
huwadi Assembly seat held by her
late husband Sanjay Singh Gaik-
wad.

However, the same factor did
not appear to work in Karnataka
where Ms. Vijaya Pasagouda Patil,
widow of Mr. Pasagouda Patil,
lost the seat held by her husband

THE HINDU
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mbly seats

to Mr. Bharamagouda Alagouda
Patil of the Janata Dal (United) by
a narrow margin of 1,019-odd
votes. Mr. Patil alias Raju Kage of
the Janata Dal (United) won from
Kagwad (Belgaum district). The
by-election was necessitated by
the death of the Congress(}) MLA,
Pasagouda Patil, four months ago.
[n Punjab’s Sunam Assembly
seat, Mr. Parminder Singh Dhind-
sa, son of the Union Sports Minis-
ter, Mr, Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa,
defeated the Congress(l) candi-
date, Ms. Parmeshwari Devi, by
16,711 votes. The by-election was
due to the death of Congress(})
MLA, Bhagwan Das Arora, hus-
band of Ms. Devi.

The Karhal (U.P.) Assembly sea
was retained by the Samajwad
Party defeated his nearest BJP ri
val, Mr. Sauvaran Singh Yadav b
over 26,000 votes.

The JD(U) claimed the victo
in Kagwad Assembly as a “‘tren
setter”’ in Karnataka politics an
said the defeat of the Congress(
and the BJP showed that the vo
ers choice was in favour of
party who were “disillusione
with the Congress(l)”.

The Samajwadi Party claime
that its victory in Karhal was
clear indicator as to which p

ary, Mr. Amar
the Congress(l)
stating th e party’s poor vote-
nly reflected where it
in the State.



Court teeth q
for poll panel

FROM OURLEGAL Q)\,

CORRESPONDENT (\(
New Delhi, Aug. 31: The
Supreme Court has ruled that the
supremacy of the Election Com-
mission cannot be called into
question by courts once the poll
process has begun.

The bench of Chief Justice A.S.
Anand and Justice R.C. Lahoti
and Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
pointed out that Article 329 of the
Constitution had put a “bar” on
intervention of courts in the af-
fairs of the Election Commission
during the poll process. -

“If a petition calls in question
the election itself, then the bar of
the article is attracted,” the court
said. -
Howdver, the judges explained
that “batant” actions of the com-
mission —such as refusal to count
votes or frequently deferring polls
— could be challenged. .

The judges said high courts
could intervene if the petition
challenging an order or behaviour
of the poll panel was “merely to
correct or smoothen the progress
of election proceedings and / or to
remove the obstacles therein or to
preserve a vital piece if the same
would be lost or destroyed by the
time regults are declared”.

Settifig general guidelines, the
apex cdjrt said :
mifa §aet1t10n in a court inter-
rupts, gbstructs or protracts the

poll proceedmgs he case has to
be postponed until the elections
areover.

& At the same time, a petition that
could help the progress of the elec-
tions will be exempt from the bar.
# The arbitrary and mala fide use

of powers by the commission and °

other statutory bodies can be sub-
jected tojudicial review.

= The judiciary can intervene to
remove obstacles in the poll
process.

B The courts should guard against
any attempt at interrupting or
stalling of the elections. High
courts must be very circumspect
and act with caution while
entertaining any election dispute
brought to it during the polls.

The judgment came on a peti-
tion filed by the Election Commis-
sion challenging a Kerala High
Court order staying the notifica-
tion on the manner of counting of
votes during the general elections
last year.

The panel had earlier ordered
that counting would start after
all ballot papers are mixed to en-
sure that political parties don't
come to know the “pattern” of
voting in a particular area or
polling booth.

However, during the 1999
elections in Kerala, the commis-
sion ordered that there was no
need to mix ballot papers as
“different circumstances pre-
vailed”.
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°\’®"(’ Partial freeze & m&\‘

THE GOVERNMENT’S decision to enact the necessary |
lation to extend the embargo on the delimitation of elector
constituencies till 2026 should satisfy those states which have
achieved satisfactory results with their family planning pro-
grammes, The earlier embargo, enacted in 1975, had sought to
treeze the position in terms of the 1971 census population fig-
ures till the end of the century. Thus, a delimitation commis-
sion would have normally been required to be set up to redraw
the country’s constituency map based on the 2001 census fig-
ures if the freeze was not imposed. A relook at the entire issue
vould have meant assigning a higher number of parliamentary
seats 10 the states which have performed poorly in terms of
their population control programmes. Since the higher alloca-
tion would have been at the cost of states that had done a bet-
ter job of family planning, it would undoubtedly have been
resented by them,

In the present case, however, the Government has decided to
make one exception, It has proposed that the number of
reserved constituencies would be reallocated on the basis of the
1991 census. As a result, the number of scheduled caste/sched-
uled tribe seats will go up by seven or eight while the overall
number will remain unchanged. On the face of it, this is anom-
alous, The reason for making the exception was stated to be
that a few more castes had been included in the scheduled list
in recent years, But what will now happen is that a majority of
the additional seats will go to the BIMARU states, where the
numbers of those belonging to the scheduled categories have
increased noticeably in keeping with the overall increases.
Outside these, the only likely exception may be Maharashtra
where the neo-Buddhists have recently been included in the
scheduled category.

S0 there will, after all, be a kind of indirect reward for failing to
keep the population in check, which is the national objective, To

_an extent, the step means partially undoing the intent of the pro-
posed legislation, Moreover, since the 1991 figures bring in a new
reference point, a delimitation commission will have to undertake
a complex exercise in reworking the number of the Assembly

-| seats in the states as well. All this could have been avoided had
. the Government been able to resist the pressure from the SC/ST

lobby and stuck to 1971 as a uniform frame of reference,

Free o
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Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 3 SEPTEMBER
THE ELECTION Commission
has convened an all-party meet-
ing on September 15 to settle the
differences over the model code
of conduct.

While the EC maintains that
the model code of conduct should
come into force after the
announcement of the poll sched-
ule, the government feels the code
must apply from the date of notifi-
cation of the election. The issue
has assumed importance — there
is a Supreme Court on this pend-

ing for seven years — because five

' states will go to the polls next year.
Elections are scheduled in
West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Assam and Pondicherry in March

i

(‘
or April next year. Q - L

In 1993, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court had upheld
the EC’s position on the model
code, only for the Centre going to
the Supreme Court against the
order. The matter is still with the

POLL TALK
apex court, though the Election
Commission has recently request-
ed the government to settle the
issue through mutual discussion.

The Commission feels the all-
party meeting will help it to exam-
ine the views the major national
and state parties. In its letter to
political parties, the Commission
has referred to a part of the
Punjab and Haryana High Court

arty meet on

judgement({ L hich s/ly{
“Commission issue directions
that the model code of conduct
should be observed by political
parties, including the parties in
power at the Centre and in the
states, from the date of announce-
ment of election.”

“While the matter is pending
before the SC, the minister of state
for law, justice and company
affairs and the Election
Commission have held a meeting
in the Commission, in which it
was decided that the content of the
code should not be touched and
that an all-party meeting may be
convened by the Commission to

‘decide the question of the date

from which the code should be
enforced,” the letter added.

Ihe Economj, Time,

RN
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Govt., EC agree t
"\ settle differencesy

By Oun Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. The Govern-
ment and the Election Commis-
sion had agreed to settle the
dispute relating to disciplinary ju-
risdiction over the staff deputed
for election duty and a joint appli-
cation had been filed before the
Supreme Court indicating the
terms of settlement by which cer-
tain powers were to be given to
the Commission.

In the Rajya Sabha the Law
Minister, Mr. Arun Jaitley, said in
a written reply that the Commis-
sion had sought disciplinary pow-
ers in respect of the staff deputed
for election work under the provi-
sions of Sec. 13 CC of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1951
read with Article 324 of the Con-
stitution so that the Commission
might have the necessary legal
and administrative powers to take
action against officials connected
with revision of electoral rolls and
conduct of elections.

The Commission also wanted
that the Model Code of Conduct
should be applicable from the
date of announcement of the
elections as held in Harbans
Singh Jalal's case by the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.

Mr. Jaitley said that while a set-
tlement had been reached regard-
ing disciplinary jurisdiction, so far
as the implementation of the

oV

\

Maodel Code was concerned, the
matter was under discussion with
the Commission. ,Z

e o WOA
Nidhi companies \;\

To another question on Nidhi
companies, the Minister said that
from 1997, the Government had
not approved any company as a
Nidhi.

As most of these companies
failed to comply with the direc-
tions of the Reserve Bank of India,
it was decided to review the gui-
delines for the Nidhis in consulta-
tion with the RBI.
Comprehensive guidelines were
issued on November 1, 1999.

Mr. Jaitley said the Government
had appointed a committee un-
der the chairmanship of Mr. P. Sa-
banayagam to evaluate the
present mechanism for monitor-
ing the activities of Nidhi compa-
nies.

As on July 31, about 93 applica-
tions were pending and they
would be processed in the light of
the suggested yardsticks, he add-
ed.

The Government was also con-
sidering the resolution adopted at
the conference of Chief Justices in
December last for increasing the
age of retirement of High court
Judges from 62 to 65 years.

He said it was not possible to
indicate any time-frame for a de-
cision.




By-elections for LS,

RS seats announ

HT Correspondent (\(Q/ The notification /f?th

New Delhi, August 28

THE ELECTION Commission
(EC) today announced that by-poll
or the Dausa Lok Sabha seat,
hich fell vacant after the death of
itting Congress MP Rajesh Pilot
May this year, would be held on
eptember 29. By-elections to
ight Assembly constituencies in as
any states would also be held on
the same date.
The by-election to fill the vacan-
in the Rajya Sabha, caused by
the death of sitting member K. G.
ia from Sikkim, would be held
on September 21, the EC
announced further. The MP, who
represented the lone seat from
Sikkim, died on August 12 after a
brief illness. His term was to expire
in February 2006.

The Assembly constituencies
where elections are to be held are
Shahar Kotda in Gujarat, Kagwad
in Karnataka, Lakhanandon in
Madhya Pradesh, Sahuwadi in
Maharashtra, Kaishanmthang in
Manipur, Sunam in Punjab,
Lunkaransar in Rajasthan and
Karhal in Uttar Pradesh.

ausa
seat and the eight Assemjply con-
stituencies would be isdped on
September 4, according to\a Press
note from the EC. The last date for
filing nominations would be
September 11 and scrutiny would
take place on the next day. The last
date for withdrawal of nomina-
tions has been fixed at September
14. The entire process will be com-
pleted by October 5, it was stated.

The EC's model code of conduct
comes into effect immediately
from today in the districts in which
the Lok Sabha and Assembly con-
stituencies are located. Electronic
Voting Machines would be used
for conducting polls in all the con-
stituencies except Kaishanmthang
in Manipur.

According to the schedule
announced for the Rajya Sabha
election, the notification for the
by-poll will be issued on
September 4 and the last date for
filing nominations would be
September 11. Scrutiny would be
held on the next day and the last
date for withdrawal of nomina-
tions has been fixed on September
14.




STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE?

CALCUTTA, July 1. — The
Left Front today demanded a
national debate on the use of
the electronic voting machines
after an EVM developed a snag
in Salt Lake.

Mr Biman Bese, CPI-M
Politburo member, told
reporters after the LF commit-

?ee _moeting, that the Salt Lake
incident clearly showed that
thess machines are not fool-
proof. The EVM failed to re:cord
the break-up. of the votes the
parties got-at<a booth.

‘Mr Bose said the incident - has
caused much misgivings an 10ng
LF constituents and even cast
doubts as to whether the
machine lends itself to s oft-
ware manipulation where v. otes
of one party are transferre 1 to
another party. The Left Fy ont
feels there should be a natic nal
debate on the issue.
~ The meeting referred to 1 rot-
ing by ballot papers in tech no-
logically advanced countr ies

course, the USA even uses
Internet for voting. But our
countrv whara A8 gar coesd it
the population live below the
poverty line cannot afford the
Juxury of a system that is not
foolproof and adopted not even
by some of the most advanced
countries,” Mr Bose added.

~_BJD allegation
The CPI-M is resorting to pres-

sure tactics to win there-poll at.

booth 3A of Salt Lake’s ward
16, the state BJP leadership
alleged today.

The re-poll was prompted by
the failure to repair an elec-
tronic voting machine that
stopped working during the
counting of the 25 June poll
results.

Mr Tapan Sikdar, minister of
state for communications and
Mr Ashim Ghosh, state BJP
president, said the state
finance Minister, Mr Ashim
Dasgupta, and several local

-0 L

like Japan, UK and Russia. “Of

1F seeks national
dehate

/@(c@ NS

EVM |

'I%/[ leaders went on a dogr-
t4-door campaign, asking peo-

et 1ithe $n Lmem il T
e to el pfdaté or not vote at §i

1.

“The CPI-M leaders have
resorted to undemocratic and
unethical ways ... and created
fear psychosis among voters,” a
BJP leader said.

The BJP has formed five
teams of male party members
and one of women members
which would “meet. people and
assure them to cast their votes
fearlessly,” Mr Sikdar said.

The Trinamul Congress lead-
ers have also been informed of
the situation and some BJP
leaders are keeping in touch
with their Trinamul counter-
parts. Leaders and newly
elected councillors of the BJP-
Tyinamul combine will be pre-
sent in Salt Lake tomorrow
when the re-poll is conducted.

The BJP leaders have urged
the state administration and
police to “refmain impartial in
case of any trouble”. ’

e
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Govt-EC deal on poil discipline

PRESS TRUST OF INDlA g }

NEW DELHI, July 25. — The
government and the Election
Commission have reached an
understanding to present a
common approach before the
Supreme Court tomorrow.

The Chief Election
Commissioner, Mr MS Gill,
said today that the law min-

istry has suggested a “specific

formulation” which the govern-
. ment proposed to put before
the Supreme Court.

The commission proposes to
go along with government for-

mulation and support a harmo-

nious and re sanable solution
to the issue peénding before the
Supreme Court for the last
seven years, he told reporters.

The CEC said it was for the
Supreme court to give its final
direction and decision on the
issue.

Mr Gill said that on the direc-
tions of the Prime Minister, the
then law minister, Mr Ram
Jethmalani, had several
rounds of discussions with him
trying to find a suitable formu-
lation to meet the commission’s
requirements for a “good elec-
tion under good control as per
the law”;

The law minister, Mr Arun
Jaitley, also discussed with
him the formulation, the CEC
said, adding that that the com-
mission had agreed that “we
should go forward on what has
been suggested”.

On the code of conduct issuel
which was pending before the
Supreme Court, Mr Gill said
that the government wanted to

‘look into the matter again and

seek adjournment from the
Supreme Court.
It 'was best for the govern-

- ment and the commission to

settle such matters through
reasonable dialogue, he said.
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Centre,

Syed Liaquat All
New Deinl July 28

THE CENTRE and the Election
Commission (EC) todey informed the
Supreme Court that they have reached
an agreement on the commission's discl-
plinary jurisdiction over public servants
who perform poll duty. .

As per the terms of settlement, the
EC's disciplinary functions over officials
and police personnel will be extended to
suspending them either for insubordina-
tioln or dereliction of duty during the
polls.

In a joint application presented before

EGrege

the apex court, the Centre and EC have
requested the court to dispofe of its writ
petition in line with the understanding.
Under the terms of settlement, the EC
shall have the power to substitute any
official by another with an appropriate
re‘ggrt on his conduet. |
¢ EC can also make recommenda-
tions to the competent authority for tak-
ing disciplinary action for any act of
i&\lubord nation or dereliction: of poll
uty. L .
Such recommendations shall be
promptly acted upon by the disciplinary
authority and action taken will be com-
municated to the Electiori Commission's

h agreement on poll offigers

recommendations.

The Centre will advisg the State
Governments that they too ghould follow
the above principles and decisions, since
a large number of election officials are
under their administrative control,

Nearly seven years ago, the EC had
moved the Supreme Coutt for more pow=
ers to control and su{aervile the function-
in&of the staff deputed on poll duty.

n-days ago, the Government refused
to accopt the EC's plea to confer on it
powers to punish erring public servants
on poll duty, saying that the Supreme
Court was the right authority to settle the
matter.
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IF THE INITIAT ken by the Election Com-
mission to try and secNge the consensus of vari-
ous registered political parties on certain
specific proposals for po)l reforms yielded no
concrete result, the reasons are not far to seek.
Tp start with, a strong undercurrent of hostility

as discernible, since many of the parties tend-

d to see the whole exercise as an attempt to
encroach upon the domain of Parliament or the
executive and, in some respects, to enlarge its
own area of authority. This element was partic-
ularly palpable in the case of the poll panel’s
alternative to the proposed Constitutionally
mandated reservation of seats for women in Par-
liament and State Legislatures possibly because
of a lurking suspicion that the move was calcu-
lated to ‘sabotage’ the Constitution Amendment
Bill now before Parliament. Given the policy
commitments of the major political parties (bar-
ring a few, such as the Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal) and the seemingly uncom-
promising positions they have taken in public —
whatever their reservations — for a 33 per cent
quota, as envisaged in the pending legislation,
they would certainly not like to be seen as dilut-
ing the scheme in any way.

Secondly, quite a few of the proposals the
Commission has placed before the all-party
meeting are open to question. Take for instance
the women's quota issue again. The idea of stat-
utorily requiring the registered political parties
to put up a minimum percentage of their candi-
dates from among women may have its own
merits — like, the change does not warrant an
amendment to the Constitution and gives a lot of
flexibility to the political parties. But its biggest
and overriding demerit is that it would not guar-
antee the desired percentage of representation
for women, while the parties themselves may
nominally fulfil the statutory obligation by field-
ing women in constituencies where they have no
political stakes or presence at all.

R * o Vo
A\>  POLLREFORMS ¢y

No less questionable is the suggestion that
the special domiciliary status stipulated for elec-
tion to the Council of States {Rajya Sabha) be
done away with; the law enjoins that the candi-
date be an elector registered in any parliamen-
tary constituency of the State which he (or she)
seeks to represent in the Upper House and this
in turn means the person concerned must ‘ordi-
narily’ be a resident of that constituency. The
rationale of this special provision flows from the
very composition of the Rajya Sabha as a repre-
sentative body of the constituent States, which is
in keeping with the federal concept of the Indian
Union. True, over the years, the Upper House
has been robbed of its distinctive character and
the federal spirit that defined its role. That, more
often than not, the ‘ordinarily resident’ declara-
tion proves to be blatantly untruthful is also un-
deniable. All these, however, can be n
justification for scrapping what has been provid
ed with a definite purpose.

While the political parties may havesbad
their own reasons for not seeing eye to eye with
the Election Commission on any of its proposals,
there is no denying the gravity of the problems it
has chosen to focus on at the all-party meeting.
Whether it is the vexed issue of women'’s quota
or the much-postponed delimitation of the con-
stituencies or the question of barring criminal
elements from entering legislatures, there has
been precious little sincere effort to find an ef-
fective solution either because the key political )
players lacked the will or had a vested interest in |
perpetuating the aberrations and corrosive tend-
encies. If consensus eludes, it is in nine cases out
of ten because such exercises are intended to be
a mere ruse for avoiding any action. In the im- |
mediate context, the political parties who in ef-
fect took the ‘let us sort out the controversy
among ourselves’ line at the meeting vis-a-vis
women's quota will be on test.
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PANSKURA PROSPECTS

¢ Will Rajya Sabha fiasco be repeated?¢vP

qSONIA Gﬁn '\:had little choice but to field a candidate for
the Panskura\parliamentary by-election if her party were
not to be reducedXo a signboard organisation. Not that it is
much more than this now. Over an embarrassing short period,
the leadership has divested the party of its adversarial role, its
credibility and political relevance. Even the Marxists view it
as their appendage. This image today threatens the party with
extinction. There is no mistaking the manoeuvres which forced
the central Congress leadership to declare a candidate for
Panskura — to split the anti-Left vote. But will the strategy
work this time? Grassroots Congress workers are all for a
straight fight between Trinamul and the Left Front. Having
been common victims of Marxist oppression in the past, they
want Congress and Trinamul to jointly take on the Front. In
the last parliamentary poll they helped Geeta Mukherjee to
win by 46,000 votes. This time they want a joint front.
Trinamul would certainly have won if it could have secured
the 59,000 Congress votes in that election. The PCC leader-
ship endorses this view, which is why they stoutly oppose
fielding a candidate this time. They fear that the Congress |
may forfeit its security deposit. Its voting percentage has

already come down to seven in 1999 from 37.2 in 1991.

The Marxists should realise that by manipulating th
Congress in this way they are encouraging grassroots
Congressmen to close ranks behind the Trinamul. Congress
workers have seen through the game; no one from Delhi has
cared to visit the families of nearly 12,000 Congressmen killed |
or maimed by the Marxists in the state. Their sense of alien-
ation is heightened by the high command’s neglect. Sonia
bypassed West Bengal during her 1999 parliamentary poll
campaign so as not to embarrass the Marxists. Forcing a can-
didate for Panskura, she now declines to campaign for him.
Nor is the PCC president Ghani Khan Chowdhury willing to
help. With the Left Front fielding Jyoti Basu himself, a sense
of betrayal is forcing grassroots Congressmen to turn to
Trinamul. The moot point is how close Congress workers will
get to Trinamul to defeat the Left Front? Will there be a
repeat of what happened in the recent Rajya Sabha elections?
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PI blames CPM V*”

for shrinking Left,|¢
base in Panskura, 4

HT Correspondent u
Calcutta, May 18 Q-

Li
THE STATE CPI leadership is
concerned over the erosion of the
Left Front’s base in Panskura,
where Lok Sabha by-polls are
scheduled for June 5.

The Left Front nominee for the
seat is the veteran CPl leader
Gurudas Dasgupta.

The CPI, which is part of the
ruling Left Front coalition in the
State, believes that “complacency
and over-confidence” on the part

largely determine the nature of
things to come in the Assembly
polls next year,” he said.

“Gita Mukherjee won this seat
by margin of 46,000 votes. This
time, the margin of victory for the
CPl candidate might go down.
But Dasgupta is sure to win.
Moreover, this is a prestige fight
for the Left Front.

“Chief Minister Jyoti Basu and
all senior leaders of the Left Front®
will campaign in Panskura once
the municipal polls in the State
get over,” Majumdar added.

of the CPI(M) Majumdar

are largely believes that

responsible B "POII On June 5 the Trinamool
p

for the Tise of puE————— Vil score in

the Trinamool

in many Assembly segments of the
Panskura parliamentary con-
stituency.

At recent State and Central
Committee meetings of the CPL,
the party has taken stock of the
CPI(M)’s activities in the area.
“Over the years, Keshpur and
Pingla, considered to be bastions
of the Left, has slowly slipped out
of the CPI(MY’s influence.

“Anti-CPI(M) sentiments have
also been noticed in the Debra,
Daspur and Nandapur segments,
all of which fall under the
Panskura Lok Sabha constituen-
cy,” said a CPI leader.

CPI State Secretary Manju
Majumdar admits that though the
late Gita Mukherjee was able to
win this seat in 1999 Lok Sabha
polls, this time the contest with
Trinamool’s Bikram Sarkar would
be a close one. “This election will

Keshpur and
Pingla, but the voters of Debra,
Daspur, Nandanpur, Panskyra
West and Sabong will ensure the
victory of Dasgupta.

“In the last Lok Sabha polls, the
Left maintained its winning mar-
gin in all segments except
Keshpur and Pingla. And in
Keshpur and Pingla too, there is a
large chunk of voters committed
to the CPIL,” he explained.

The good work done by the late
Gita -Mukherjee, CPI leaders
hope, will give a head start to
Dasgupta.

And the voters of Panskura
know him well since Dasgupta
had campaigned for Left candi-
dates in the area in the past.
“People know him as a veteran
leader. And Bikram Sarkar is
banking on Mamata Banerjee to
carry him  though,”  said
Majumdar.

E o e




——

" “ehepeyoN Ut
1208 SUBITRIA] 10] SIOf[Pq 1SBI SIAJ0A
30 e xad gy ‘ysopeld 1enn) W
AousnIIsuod UCIOS WoLY Uuto%z
sea JnouIg 3ua0 13d £ S
“180s oy} J0J
L1y ur st eefdysng OJim 8 2IMED]
‘sjexen oy} Aq 2amed] R
I2ISIUA] Hodsuel] 93e1s Jo §ieop
21y3 AQ pasneD uonoLd 343 Ul IS
-Uely 10y} PAsIIXS J1vIOIIIND
WRIZ1 ] 23 Jo judn 1ad zg moqe
‘Usopeig eAUPRIA Ul Adudnis
-uod  mduearyy ul OMJ E
[[eo nodkoq qlod oy Suldag
‘1898 3
10] J(I1 SuIni Jo 31epIpued U1 St
1A3(] PUI(} V IJM SAPPaY "sfexeu
{(OMd) dnoiny rem sapdodd Aq

wessy u

e \\\\\“\VP R

1SB[q QunuUpUR{ B Ul %ﬁum ABUPRIN
v JoISTTA feny JeABNOUR JO YIEIP
Jy} SUIMO[[O] PIBISSIOIU SBM
1838 nBuog 10} ORI dYL
“ua0 1ad ¢g punosre Jo Inowin
© A SOUINISTOD A[QUUISSsse
m:u%:U puw n3uoyy W nyesead
seam Surjjod ‘ysapeid eIypuy uj
"Aepo121e18
ay ur sffod 243 01 JUIM YIIYM S0
-UANIHSLOD OM) 1910 o due fued
-wuey pue mduegeyg (Suo))
ueuuey  fegprunyg I9)SIUIA
JanyD) wessy 1oy isurede pantd
st ‘euireg uaBeN IS AMd
ures Jo ofim (JOV) BuLIES ies
-o(] BHO[Y 212U ‘LIEGeN Ut SSIYO
-URIJ JIAY} POSIDIOXY SI1910A YNE
7€ 133 1ad (g parewns uy

“painfursuosrad
o1y Suaeay fueduey] ur Surjjod
a1 pawrew sjjod o S 03 sydwoy
-je pue siopoddns [ealr usamiaq
UsEp € ‘S1eSs 2311 J0J PlaYy diam
SUOIDIS 2IAYM ‘WESSY Ul

“1S33U00
POISWIOI- NI € UY PIXI0] 1 ‘B[e}
Ny ysexeld W RIS JaiD
JO uos ‘ereINBY) ARYqy 2Iaym
fouonmsuod 110y seueAIRH]
woy pouodar sem uad rad
(06 JO 10U} J2I0A1SIYBIY 2 |
‘pres ppodar sem
ysaurqnyg e Juao 1ad ¢¢ Ao jo
JNOUIN PIIRWISS UR Y3 YIELE]
UadABN JOISIUTIA] JOTYD) Aq paled
-BA “BSSLI() Ul ADUQTISUOD eyqes
¥o'] esy ul jnp seam Futod

eSIN
pue muep ‘andoySey ur soep
-Ipued 12410 7 pue e Hqey
JO 2R} 3} IPIOSP 03 SJOffeq ISBISID
-10A 1120 12d 79 pajeunise uy
‘pres podar euied € ‘spunomi1afing
paataoal uosiad auQ) 1aaqg Hueys
aeprpued Judpuadepw Jo 1oA
-:v ay) Supnpur ‘suosiad x1s peap
joUs  uLUL prunuIpIIN
YV YA ‘sidway
-8 wcca%o hooq pur sdnoss fea
-L1 U2aMIdq SINO-JO0YS Aq paliewl
sem Jumgod arsym indoySey
ut soe(d %003 ‘sgod 03 Juom Sa
~UOTISUOD A[GUUASSY SIL1 2Jaym
‘JeyI¢] Ul 0UIJOIA 3 JO ISON
U2 19 )9 01 (06 JO INouIN]
polewmss ue Y Arudoesd

| SaYSE|D peap 9 ‘JUS[OIA Suin)

\\\\\ B

liod Jeyig

-

E.

.
PRE

o@ﬂ pue Aq o possed sajels Ema
1340 peoIds sanuonisuod eyqes
JOT U0 pue AqUassy JaYlo
11 01 SUONO3[-3AQ SB UDAD ‘OSNOEY
2y} 1039 0} piq uoprew Jay St
el STIA(] Lqey JOISTUIA J9T )
QIoyMm woy “Husnnsuod Ajg
-tassy sndoyBey s reyrg ul
Aepo3 paf 219m suoszad X

A 9z AV ‘IH13Q M3N
-z SIIONIYY

_ Pig uspie
s lgey yew

mccao_mo 4100q
pue S1Nc-100uS M

x

S

LY

L v o

£t

INOLAN e XPR

17 MAY 200



EC to

\,\f,

Y

E ECTION Comm-

I ission/will recommend that

the Representation of the

People Aft be amended to drop

the provision that requires a per-
son to Ye a registered voter in the
State ffom which he seeks election
to the/Rajya Sabha.

Thé recommendation will be
e at the all-party meet on elec-
toral reforms scheduled for next
week. Chief Election Commissi-
oner M S Gill today said it was
common knowledge that the rule
was being openly flouted by most
political parties to induct their
senior leaders into the Upper
House. The Commission had
noticed that during the past sever-
al years many such persons were
sent to the Upper House about

HT Corresponde
New Delhi, April 21

suggest RS p

whom it was generally known that
they were not residents of States
from where they had been elected.

Even in the recent biennial elec-

'tions to the Rajya Sabha, several

such instances had come to light
where certain prominent political
personalities living in Delhi had
been elected from parts of the
country with which they never had

oll reform at meet

broad political thinking in the light
of 50 years' experience of the work-
ing of democracy and democratic
institutions in the country, it
would, in the Commission's opin-
ion, be a more honourable way to
realise the ground reality and give
the practice a statutory sanction,"
the Election Commission stated in
the agenda paper for the April 29

Misuse of Representation of People Act

M

any links, Mr Gill said.

These leaders got their names
registered as electors in those
States by declaring that they were
ordinarily residents there, he
pointed out. This practice had
attracted wide criticism from the
public and Press and the EC had
attempted action in some cases.
“But if this now represents the

meeting. The paper has been circu-
lated to all recognised national and
state-level political parties.

Mr Gill said this was necessary to
clear the confusing situation and
relieve the Commission of unnec-
essary burden. It was for the polit-
ical parties to carry out the task
acting through Parliament. This
could be achieved by a suitable

amendment to Section 3 of the
Representation of People Act,
1951, providing that any persdn
registered as an elector anywhere
in India be permitted to contest
elections to the Rajya Sabha.
Among other issues to be dis-
cussed at the meet are grant Of
powers to the Election Comm-
ission for delimitation of Parliam-
entary and Assembly constituen-
cies, enhancing women's represen-
tation, disciplinary jurisdiction of
the Commission over officials on
election duty and barring criminals
from contesting elections.

Referring to delimitation of con-
stituencies, Mr Gill said the
Commission was faced with a situ-
ation where it had to conduct polls
in constituencies that were largely
incongruous in their character as
far as the population, area and ter-
rain was concerned.
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Women’s quota: CEC
defends his proposal

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 24

3 %\3
CHIEF ELECTIOI\;
Commissioner M S Gill today
stoutly defended his 'alternative
proposal’ of just 15 per cent reser-
vation of seats for women instead
of the 33 per cent quota attempted
by the legislation pending in
Parliament. -, .
According to a delegation of the
All India Democratic Women's
Association © (AIDWA), which
called on Mr Gill, the CEC stated
that he came up with the alterna-
tive proposal because he was
"opposed to reservations per se'.
An AIDWA release quoted the
CEC as saying that "the reserva-
tions for Scheduled Castes have
been of no benefit"” and that "reser-
vations weakened democracy”.
The AIDWA delegation, led by
its General Secretary Brinda
Karat, sought to know from the
CEC why he had used his position
to oppose the Women's
Reservation Bill, which is pending
in Parliament.
They also said that women all
over the country were dismayed at

his statement at a time when
women were pressing for the con-
sideration and passage of the Bill
in the current session of
Parliament. !

The CEC, on his part, inform
the delegation that he had mad
alternative proposals to the Bill
while admitting that if his propos-
als were accepted, the increase in
women's representation might be
only up to 15 per cent. He report-
edly held the view that this much of .
reservation was "quite substantial".

In a memorandum, the AIDWA
emphasised that "anxiety on the
part of well-wishers to end the |
impasse (on Women's Reservation
Bill) should not lead to so-called
compromise- solutions  which
undermine the basis of the move-
ment for reservation of seats to
ensure a minimum number of
women in Parliament and State
Assemblies”. The CEC has been
urged to withdraw his proposal
which the memorandum states will
give a "pretext for the Government
to avoid listing the Bill for discus-
sion in this session of Parliament in
the name of respecting the sugges-
tion of the CEC.”
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reform plan
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STATESMANnW SERVICE The BSP and TDP suggested

open vote to prevent cross-vot-

NEW DELHR April 29. — The ing.
Election Commission’s propos-  While there was consensus on
als to debar chargesheeted pol- the need for balancing consti-
iticians from contesting polls tuencies, the parties couldn’t
and its suggestion for compul- agree on who should be entrus-
sory allotment of seats to wo- “with the task. The Cong-
men were rejected by politic ress suggested setting up of a
parties today. delimitation commission.

There was litt{e conser{sus on Other issues raised at the
most of the issudg rgifed by the meeting included the need for
poll panel, which managed to rotation of the constituencies
secure only broad-based sup- reserved for the SC and ST.
port on its proposal to accord The Congress and the BJP
disciplinary authority over offi- supported the idea of rotation.
cials on poll duty and on the The two parties, however, were
use of EC’s electoral rolls by divided on proxy voting. The
the state election commissions. BJP advocated proxy voting

Political parties showed a  but the Congress opposed it.
| rare unanimity in rejecting the The Chief Election Comm-
EC’s proposal on checking cri- issioner, Mr MS Gill, said after
minalisation of politics. Thou-  the meeting that the EC had at
gh the leaders admitted the least managed to get the politi-
need for such a move, they said  cal parties to meet on the iss-
the suggested steps would lead - ues, though opinion was divid-
to misuse of the provision. ed on most of them.

On allotment of seats to . On the failure to secure con-
women nominees, there were sensus on women’s reservation,
few takers except for the Mr Gill said political parties
Samajwadi Party and the RJD. had, at least, greater clarity
The BJP, Congress, CPI, and awareness after the meet-
CPI-M, NCP, JD-S and the ing. The debate over the need
BSP opposed the idea. for greater representation of

Parties were sharply divided ~women was likely to continue.
on the EC’s proposal for chang- On the opposition to debar
ing the law to remove the chargesheeted politicians from
clause making domicile status fighting polls, Mr Gill said the |
a necessity for contesting Rajya  parties had agreed on the need
Sabha polls. The BJP, Cong- todo something and it was now |
ress and the CPI supported the  up to them to find a solution.
proposal, while the CPI-M, The EC might hold another
JD-S and the NCP opposed it. meeting on the issue.

e  TESHI



-~ E.C. reforms agenda

/!

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 29. Consensus
eluded all the major items on the
electoral agenda, including reser-
vation for women in the Lok Sab-
ha and State Assemblies, at the
all-party meeting convened by
the Election Cgmmission here to-
day. ‘/?C Lf,\ n

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Dr. M.S. Gill, who briefed
correspondents on the delibera-
tions of the meeting, admitted
that the meeting was no more
than an education process for the
Election Commission and the po-
litical parties. “Parliament is the
right forum to decide on electoral
reforms. We can only make sug-
gestions”’,

A majority of the parties reject-
ed the suggestion of the Commis-
sion to make it mandatory for the
parties io fix an agreed quota for
women in the distribution of tick-
ets in place of the Constitution
Amendment Bill providing 33 per
cent reservation.

with the exception of the Sa-
majwadi Party, representatives of
all other parties rejected the al-

! ternative proposal and told the

Commission to let them sort out
the controversy. While the BJP
general secretary, Mr. M. Ven-

' kaiah Naidu, said that the Gov-
. ernment had already introduced
. a Bill and would try to evolve a

broad consensus on the issue, se-
nior Congress(l) leader, Mr. Pra-
nab Mukherjee, said another
effort should be made to reach
unanimity on the Bill pending in
the lok sabha.

There was no unanimity on
other key issues such as the de-
limitation of constituencies, qual-
ification for election to the Rajya

u@’;f% comes a cropper

The Chief Election Commissioner, Dr. M.S. Gill, along with the
Election Commissioners, Mr. T.S. Krishnamurthy (left) and Mr.
J.M. Lyngdoh, at the all-party meeting organised by the Election
Commission in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

Sabha, disciplinary jurisdiction of
the Commission over the officials
employed in conducting polls and
criminalisation of politics.

Dr. Gill said having initiated a
debate, the Commission would
keenly watch if the parties agree
to carry forward the agenda of
electoral reforms in the ongoing
budget session of Parliament. I
would keenly wait for May 17.
Now it is for the press to ascertain
from parties what they intend to
do in Parliament.”

On the delimitation of constitu-
encies, while the BJP said there
should be a consensus among
parties whether to entrust the task
with the Election Commission or
the Delimitation Commission,
the Congress(l) opposed ‘“over-
burdening”’ the Election Com-
mission with the work and
instead wanted it to be given to
the Delimitation Commission.

Both the BJP and Congress(l)
agreed to the Election Commis-

sion’s suggestion that the confu-
sion on domicile status to be
eligible to contest the election to
the Rajya Sabha be cleared and
said there should be a broad con-
sensus among parties on this.
While the law says that a person
who is ordinarily a resident of a
State alone can contest from the
State, several parties have been
fielding outsiders. To subvert the
law, these candidates file false af-
fidavits about their domicile sta-
tus. '

There was a brief debate on the
growing menace of money power
in Rajya Sabha elections and a
suggestion was made by the BSP
chief, Mr. Kasnshi Ram, to intro-
duce the system of open ballot to
curb the menace.

The general view at the meeting
was that the suggestion to debar a
person chargesheeted from con-
testing an election could be mis-
used for political purposes and

hence should not be pursued.




Basu, VP kick off Left campalgn

Subhamoy Chatterjee J{([ /\ >°
Debra (Panskura), May 31

CHIEF MINISTER lyoti Basu and former
Prime Minister V P Singh once again reiterated
the need to forge a Third Front “to save the
country from the disastrous anti-people policies
of the communal BJP”. They were speaking at
an election rally in support of the Left Front
nominee for the Panskura -constituency,
Gurudas Dasgupta, here today.

While the Chief Minister gave some details of
the formation of the propased Third Front,
Singh said that al the secular forces would have
to unite under the leadership of the “respected
and veteran Basu”.

The Trinamool Congress -— its leader
Mamata Banerjee in particular — was criticised
by both these leaders as well as by the CPI gen-
eral secretary, AB Bardhan, for aligning with
the BJP and creating communal divide and
threatening the unity of the country.

Basu said that the BJP could not offer any
solution to any of the problems facing the coun-
try and was looking up to the World Bank and
the IMF to bail it out. He also criticised the
Centre for increasingly reducing the States’
share of resources. Basu said several Chief

Panskura By-poll

Chief Minister Jyoti Basu (left) and V P Singh
Ministers, including ‘Telegn  Desam’s
Chandrababu Naidu and some from the BJP-
rules states as well, are planning to meet the
Prime Minister to sort out the issue of resources
sharing. )

On the proposed Third Front, Basu said
efforts were on to forge such an alliance and
preliminary discussions had been held among
the intending parties. “But it is a tough task
because our friends have become weaker,” he
admitted. Basu also criticised Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi for not changing her party's
econornic policies “that helped only 15 per cent
of the population”.

VP Singh said that the “globalisatio f the
rich” phenomenon had affected this country as
well. This is something over which President
KR Narayanan himself is concerned, he
revealed. Singh also came down heavily on
Mamata Banerjee for not intervening when the
Railway Ministry sent bulldozers to demolish
“the houses of poor people” in Delhi recently.

Referring to the just-concluded municipal
polls in the State, the Chief Minister lambasted
a section of the media for projecting the
Trianmool-BJP combine as the principal oppo-
sition to the Left Front. He said ghat it was a
mistake to write off the Congress. “The
Congress, after all, is a secular party, although it
has some people who have communal lean-
ings,” he said.

Referring to the recent violence in some paks/
of the Panskura constituency, Basu criticised
the police for having remained a spectator at

times. He asked the police to ensure peaceful

polls in Panskura. “Any attempt to disrupt elec-

tions will be dealt with firmly,” he said. AB
Bardhan described the municipal polls as a
dress rehearsal before the Panskura polls. “In
the next Assembly elections also, the people of
West Bengal would not allow the Trinamool and
the BJP any further room,” he added.

|

|




‘CPM names three
for Rajya Sabha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA - \\\ is! lﬂf\/\

NEW DELHI, March 10. — The CPI-I&\today declared the names
of its three Rajya Sabha nominees, ignoring the CPI's plea for a
seat, even as Mr Jyoti Basu conceded that the Left image would
take a beating because of the stand-off between the two parties.

“Yes, it will get spoilt,” Mr Basu said when asked if the crisis
would affect the Left’s image.

The CPI-M West Bengal unit secretary, Mr Anil Biswas, is here
to attend the party’s central committee meeting He said Dr
Biplab Dasgupta, Dr Dipankar Mukherjee and Mr Nilotpal Basu
were being re-nominated for the Upper House.

The CPI had one member, Mr Gurudas Dasgupta, in the Rajya
Sabha from the state. The party withdrew its ministers from the
front government on Tuesday after he was denied re-nomination.

Mr Biswas said the Left Front had yesterday asked the CPI to
reconsider its decision. “We (CPI-M) will give a seat ... to the CPI
in the next biennial elections (in 2002) and that is final.”

Senior CPI leader, Mr D Raja, however, said the CPI would con-
tinue to be part of the Left Front. Despite the stand-off the two
parties hoped the matter would be sorted out. Mr Raja hoped “the
matter will be sorted out at our national executive meeting sched-
uled from Monday”. .

A reply to the CPI general secretary, Mr AB Bardhan’s letter to
his CPI-M counterpart, Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet, will soon be
sent and the issue discussed at the on-going CPI-M central com-
mittee meeting, politburo member, Mr Sitaram Yechury, said.

The CPI’s state executive committee today unanimously
endorsed its secretariat’s decision to pull out two party ministers
from the front government, adds SNS from Calcutta. At an emer-
gency meeting, the executive decided to meet again to discuss the
issue. Mr Manju Majumdar, CPI state secretary, told journalists
he hoped that the party’s central leaders would be able to end the
impasse with the help of CPI-M and other Left parties’ leaders.

Mr Nandagopal Bhattacharya and Mr Srikumar Mukherhjee,
the two CPI ministers, didn’t attend office for the third day today.

B Another report on page 2
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Trinamool down but not
out after Mithun walkout

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, March 10

HE TRINAMOOI\
TCongress is in search of a

new Rajya Sabha candidate
after actor Mithun Chakraborty
declined the offer to be a party
nominee for the Upper House
from the State.

Party sources admitted that
Chakraborty’s refusal had put
them in an awkward situation. A
final decision will be taken after
party chief Mamata Banerjee
arrives in the city tomorrow.

Sources said the choice had nar-
rowed down to three political per-

/\,C&ry

sonalities, but refused to divulge
the names on procedural ground.

The party had put off the idea of
choosing a non-political nominee
after Mithun rejected the
Trinamool offer. “We do not think
any other non-political figure

Rajya Sabha Polls

would agree after the Mithun fias-
co.” He was obviously under a
great deal of pressure and can’t be
blamed,” sources said.

The only consolation is that it
has given the party an issue with
which it can embarrass its rivals.

THE HINDUSTAN TMES
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“The actor is known for his social
work. The State will be biggest
loser and we will bring it before
the people,” party leaders pointed
out.

Even though the numerical
advantages lie with the Left and
the Congress in the State
Assembly, the Trinamool is not
going to give in without a fight.
Their decision to put up its own -
candidate is aimed at cashing in
on Congress factionalism and
growing dissidence in the Left
Front.

“The political situation is fluid
and anything can happen,” say
party leaders.



Fresh dissidence in

Cong over RS seats

‘LS discard norm’
may hit Manmohan

Hi \"5\}
1

Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, March 12

Jethmalam may find
the going tough

Anil Anand
New Delhi, March 12

Congress over Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s reported

reluctance to oblige Lok Sabha discards with
Rajya Sabha nominations. All kinds of scenarios are
being painted, the foremost among them being that
even Dr Manmohan Singh, Leader of Opposition in
the Upper House, might fall a victim to the rule upon
completion of his RS tenure in June 2001.

With senior leader Arjun Singh all set to enter the
Council of States from Madhya Pradesh, the implica-
tions of the two-year cooling-off period (between LS
defeat and RS nomination) being applied in Dr
Singh’s case are too obvious to be missed. Indicative
of a change of guard, the thesis is only buttressed by
the former Finance Minister’s less than marginal role
in scouting talent for the House where he’s the party
skipper. Those whose advice Mrs Gandhi has sought
include CMs, PCC chiefs and CLP leaders.

In fact, the steam for future dis-
cord might come from the smoking
cauidrons in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Maharashtra. The
primacy Mrs Gandhi accorded to Mr
Arjun Singh, by asking him to file
nomination  without  formal
announcement of his candidature,
hasn’t gone down well with a large
section of partymen. And the
Congress” evergreen dissident-
brigade hopes to capitalise sooner
than later on the growing disquiet.

“Can Mrs Gandhi build a 21st cen-
tury Congress,” asked a Young Turk,
“by acting as a museum curator?”
His advice: The party must make

FRESH DISSIDENCE is surfacing in the

D.P.Roy (WB).

Goradia

(Bihar).

CONGRESS: Rajesh Khanna
{from Madhya Pradesh), Dilip
Kumar and R.D.Pradhan (Maha-
rashtra), K. Natwar Singh, A.P.Go-
enka and R.N. Mirdha (Rajas-
than), K.Vijay Bhaskar Reddy
(AP), Jairam Ramesh{Karnataka),

BJP: Arun Jaitley and Prafull
(Gujarat),
Swaraj, Rajnath Singh and Balibir
Punj {UP), Kailash Joshi {MP),
S.8.Ahluwalia and Ravi Shankar

IT COULD be tough going for Union Law Minister
Ram Jethmalani who is making a concerted bid to
secure another Rajya Sabha term from Maharashtra
in the upcoming biennial polls to the Upper House.

Mr Jethmalani, who was elected with the Shiv Sena’s
backing last time, has once again filed his nomination
papers as an Independent candidate. Elections are
being held for six seats from Maharashtra, of which
the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance is hopeful of bagging only
two seats.

The alliance will be left with some surplus votes after
the Sena and the BJP win one seat apiece. It is these
surplus votes that are being offered to Mr Jethmalani.

While an agency report from Mumbai said the Sena-
BIP alliance has assured support to Mr Jethmalani,
BIP sources here indicated that the Law Minister’s
fate would depend on his ability to add to the tally of
surplus votes by winning over some Independents and
smaller groups.

For its own assured seat, the Sena
has renominated Mr Sanjay
Nirupam, editor of Hindi eveninger
and party mouthpiece, Dopshar Ka
Samna.

The BJIP’s Central Election
Committee, meeting here tomorrow
after the Prime Minister’s return
from Mauritius, will finalise the
party’s nominees. )

According to sources, Information
and Broadcasting Minister Arun
Jaitley will be entering the Rajya
Sabha from Gujarat, along with Mr
Prafull Goradia, editor of party jour-
nal, BJP Today.

Sushma

exceptions, at least in a few deserv-

ing cases, to emulate its BJP-NCP rivals, whose pref-
erence for merit is etched in Arun Jaitely, Sushma
Swaraj and Praful Patel’s candidatures.

What has really upset detached in-house Congress
observers is the leadership’s inclination to exercise the
easier option of eliminating competition. The net
result of its approach is that a vast reservoir of politi-
cal talent in Andhra and Maharashtra, not to speak of
Rajasthan, where the party didn’t dd exceedingly well
in the LS polls, stands excluded from the RS race.
Consequently, the field has been left open to 10,
Janpath major-domos, money-bags and matinee idols.

Regardless of the mood, there is a flipside to the
story, justifying somewhat Mrs Gandhi’s fetish for the
old rule. Three of the main contenders in Andhra —
Shiv Shankar, Vijayabhaskara Reddy and G. Venka-
taswamy — are defeated LS candidates. If any of them
is accommodated, others are bound to feel slighted.

The Uttar Pradesh state unit had
suggested the names of Lajja Rani, a scheduled caste
leader, and ex-Minister Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi.

- However, it is likely that Ms Swaraj and ex-journalist

Balbir Punj will be nominated. Surface Transport
Minister Rajnath Singh and two other members are to
be renominated, according to these reports.

The CEC, at its last meeting, is also learnt 10 have
cleared the names of Mr S.S. Ahluwalia, a former
Rajiv Gandhi loyalist and member of the Congress’s
“shouting brigade” who had switched over to the BJP
some time ago. Mr Ravi Shankar, a young party
lawyer, is also likely to be fielded from Bihar.

The BIP is hopeful of winning at least 16 of the 58
seats in this round. Mr Kailash Joshi may be fielded
from Madhya Pradesh and Manmohan Samal from
Orissa. Mr Rajashekhar Murthy, a former
Congressman who had joined the BJP some time ago,
is being fielded by the party from Karnataka.

THE HINDUSTAN THIED
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Rajya Sabha nominations

Bihar: Faguni Ram (Cong).
Vijay Singh Yadav, Kumkum Rai
and Mahendra Prasad Singh
(RID), S.S. Ahluvalia, Ravi
Shankar Prasad (both BJP), Rajiv
Ranjan Singh alias Lallan
(Samata), Kamla Sinha (JD-U),
and R.X. Anand (JMM-S).,, ~ \

B

Andhra  Pradesh: Dasari
Narayana Rao and Khan
Mohammed Khan (Cong); Alladi
P. Rajkumar, S. Ramamuni
Reddy, Vanga Geeta, K.
Ramamohan Rao and Chokapu
Suryaranayana (TDP). />

Karnataka: Vijay ' Maly.
(Independent with JD-U s
port); M. Rajasekharamurthy
(BJP), K. Rehman Khan, K.B.

Krishnamurthy and Bim
Raikar (Cong).
Rajasthan: R.P Goenka,

Moolchand Meena, Jamuna

Barupal, (all Cong)

Madhya Pradesh: Arjun Singh,
Prafulla Maheshwari, Manhar
Bhagat, H.R. Bhardwaj and Shiv
Kumar Dheria (all Cong);
Kailash Joshi, Vikram Verma,
(both .

ujarat: Rajoobhai Parmar
(Cong), Arun Jaitley, Dr AK
Patel and Lekhraj Bachani (all
from the BIP).

Maharashtra: Dilip Kumar
(Cong); R.S. Gavai (RPI support-
ed by Cong), Jawaharlal Goyal
(Independent); ‘Bal Apte (BJP),
Praful Patel (NCP), Ram
Jethmalani (Independent sup-
ported by Sena-BJP) and Sanjay
Nirupam (Shiv Sena).

Uttar Pradesh: Inder Khbsla
(Cong). Rajnath Singh, Sushma
Swaraj (BJP), Janeshwar Mis

FHE HINDUSTAN TIMED
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(Loktantrik  Cong).  Jayant
Malhoutra (Lok Dal), Prakash
Chandra and B.A. Ramesh (both
Independentsy and MM.
Agarwal (all of them supported
by the JSBP).

Orissa: Manmohan Samal
(BJP), Birabhadra Singh and
Baijayant Panda (BJID).

Radhakant = Nayak  (An
Independent supported by the
Congress).

West Bengal: Biplab Dasgupta,
Nilotpal Basu and Dipankar
Mukherjee (all CPM), Manoj
Bhattacharya (RSP), D.P. Roy
(Cong) and Jayanta Bhattacharya
(An Independent supported by
the Trinamool).

Haryana: Faqir Chand (INLD)
Himachal Pradesh: Kripal

Parmar (BJP-HVC)Thakur Sin,
Bharmouri (Cong). 728
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€PI-CPM row

-
ends,

" tension continues

HT Correspondent “f B \’)/
New Deihi, March 14 \

THE FRACAS over a Rajya
Sabha seat may have ended today
but the intra-Left tensions contin-
ued to simmer, as the CPI bowed
to the CPI-M pressure and direct-
ed its representatives in the Left
Front ministry to resume their
functions “in the larger interest of
left unity”.

The party’s decision not to quit
the West Bengal ministry came
after an emergency meeting of the
National Executive, a late night
meeting between Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu and the CPI minister
Nandgopal Bhattacharya and a
public appeal from the Chief
Minister to the
CPI ministers to
remain in the min-
istry.

Pointing out that
participation in the LF ministry
has been the LF’s practice and tra-
dition, CPI general secretary A.B,
Bardhan maintained that the CPI’s
decision was taken while keeping
in mind “the interests of Left unity
and the problems and challenges
facing the Left Front in West
Bengal and in the country as a
whole”,

The situation, he said, calls for
strengthening of left unity and fur-
ther cohesion of the LF “No
opportunity should be given to the
enemies and rival of the Left Front
to reap advantagé out of differ-

ng the constituent par-
e said, in what could be
erpreted as an indication that

RS Seat Issue

r(;b over the Rajja
Sabha seat wWas only a manifest
tion of the tgnsions that ran deep
among partndrs.

While emphasising that the
major share of responsibility for
strengthening the LF rested with
the major partner in the Front, Mr
Bardhan also asserted that the CPI
was “fully aware of its share of
responsibility”.

The CPI-CPI-M controversy cen-
tred around the CPI’s claim for a
Rajya Sabha seat in the upcoming
biennial elections on the basis of
the “political understanding” that
it should haye representation and
continuityh representation.

But th#s stood affected with Mr
Gurughs Dasgupta’s forthcoming
retirement and the
LF’s decision that
the CPI-M would
get three of the
four seats coming
to the LF share while the RSP
would get one.

The decision led to “strong
resentment”™ within the CPI, with
the state unit threatening to with-
draw its ministers while remaining
in the Left Front.

Asserting that it “understands”
the state unit’s feeling in this
respect, the CPI national executive
stressed that relations among the
LF constituents should be guided
by the “fraternal spirit of mutual
accommodation and considera-
tion” for each party’s views and
claims.

Asked about the CPI-M’s offer
of a Rajya Sabha ticket in the 2002
biennial elections, Mr Bardhan
said “We will see that in 2002.”

the conk Vi
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_ SUSHMA, R.P. GOENKA ANONG WINNERS

Setback to Cong.(l)

9
% D By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. The former Union Minister, Ms.
Sushma Swaraj, the Union Minister, Mr. Rajnath
Singh, the Jormer Central Minister, Mr. Janeshwar
Mishra, the renegade BJP leader, Sakshi Maharaj, the
industrialist, Mr. R.P. Goenka, the BJP neo-convert,
Mr. M. Rajasekhar Murthy, and media personalities
Mr. Rajiv Shukla and Mr. Balbir Punj, are among the
winners in today’s biennial elections to the Rajya
Sabha in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Hi-
machal Pradesh, West Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir,
and Orissa

The biennial elections to the Rajya Sabha in vari-
ous States have indicated a significant erosion of
central authority over State Legislative parties, espe-
cially in the case of the Congress(I). Though the offi-
cial candidates of the party won easily in Rajasthan
and Karnataka, the defeat of its nominee in West
Bengal is a clear case of the pradesh leaders finding
ways of embarrassing the central leadership, just as
had happened in Maharasthra two years ago when
Mr. R.D. Pradhan, the personal nominee of the party
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, got defeated.

The rebuff to the Congress(I) in West Bengal is a
reversal of its well-known capacity to garner support
for its nominees. In 1993, the party candidate, Mr.
Pranab Mukherjee, won easily and, in fact, got eight
more votes than was the party’s strength; in 1994,
though the Congress(I) candidate, Mr. Santosh Bar-
godia, did not make the grade he still got more votes
than the party’s strength.

The initial judgment is that at least eight or 10
Congress() MLAs must have deserted the party
nominee, Mr. D.P.Ray; these MLAs could be those
from South Bengal and have probably reached an
understanding with the Trinamul Congress chief,
Ms. Mamata Banerjee, about accommodating them
in next year's Assembly elections. Even in Karnataka,
where all the three official Congress(I) nominees

in RS elections

won, Mr. Vijay Mallya, industrialist, secured 10 votes
more than he could get on the strength of the politi-
cal parties supporting him. The initial judgment is
that, of these 10 surplus votes some came from the
Jaffer Sharief- Bangarappa camp, which has lighted
up a small dissident fire.

No less embarrassing for Ms. Sonia Gandhi is the
failure of Mr. Inder Khosla to make it to the Upper
House. To the extent Mr. Khosla’s only claim to fame
in the Congress(l) is his life-long service as a func-
tionary of various trusts of the Nehru-Gandhi family,
his defeat would be widely seen as a rebuff to the
party president.

A high-level central cheering team, consisting of
the AICC(D) general secretaries — Mr. Motilal Vora,
Mr. Sushil Kumar Shinde, Mr. Narain Dutt Tiwari
and Mr. Salman Khursheed — had been camping in
Lucknow for the last two days; these senior leaders
were unable to work out any understanding with
other political parties in favour of the Congress(l)
candidate. If nothing else, the Uttar Pradesh result
points to the Congress(I)’s political isolation in the
State.

Initial results also suggest that in Orissa, Rajasthan
and Himachal Pradesh party discipline broke down,
and there was considerable cross-voting at the ex-
pense of Congress(I)’s official candidates. The only
consolation for the party’s central leadership is that
its Bihar unit has remained united, and all the 22
MLAs (who are also Ministers) voted for the RJD-
Congress(I) nominee. In the process, the rebel Con-
gress(l) candidate, Mr. Rajni Ranjan Sahu (who was
backed by the NDA), got booted out of the party for
six years for anti-party activities.

In comparison, the BJP and its allies have man-
aged their troops reasonably well, with the central
authority holding ground.

Cross-voting In U.P.: Page
Trinamul scores over Cong.:
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e RS BIENNIAL ELECTIONS TODAY

-

By Our Special Correspondent Q /Q{ #

NEW DELHI, MARCH 28. Taking cognisance of media
reports on the possible role of moneybags in influen-
cing the Rajya Sabha biennial elections tomorrow,
the Election Commission has urged the Union Fi-
nance Ministry to keep vigil and prevent the misuse
of money power.

Addressing a news conference here, the Chief
Election Commissioner, Dr. M.S. Gill, said the Rajya
Sabha was the House of the elders and it would be
unfortunate if the representatives were to be elected
on the strength of money power. Though he did not
elaborate on the request to the Finance Ministry, it is
said the Ministry has been asked to direct its agen-
cies to keep a watch on any possible “monetary
transactions”” which could be linked to the elections.

Dr. Gill said the Chief Electoral Officers of the
States, where the biennial elections were taking
place, had been designated as special observers to
ensure a smooth conduct of the election. The Com-
mission was in constant touch with them.

The CEC said the Commission had convened an
all-party meeting on April 29 to discuss electoral re-
forms. He recently wrote to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, reminding him of the Commis-
sion’s  set of proposals on electoral reforms and
urged him to take the initiative to get the necessary
legislation in place to carry forward the agenda in the
current budget session of Parliament.

The proposals mooted by the Commission include
delimitation of constituencies within the existing
limit of the number of seats and other measures to
eliminate the scope for malpractices and ensuring a
free and fair election.

Dr. Gill said he had written to the Chief Ministers
of Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala and other States,
where Assembly elections are due early next year, to
gear up the election machinery. The Commission
was keen on ensuring that as many constituencies as
possible in these States were covered with electronic
voting machines. The Commission had also written
to the Punjab Chief Minister, Mr. Parkash $fngh Ba-
dal, asking him to complete the procesy/of issue of
photo identity cards to the voters.
UNI reports:The States where Rajyg/abha elections
are taking place areHimachal Pragésh (one seat-two

N

* Keep a watch on
Amneybagi, says EC

candidates), Karnataka (four seats-five, cang#
Orissa (three seats-four candidates),
(three seats-four candidates), Uttar Pradesh (11
seats-16 candidates), West Bengal (five seats-six can-
didates), Bihar (one seat-two candidates) and Jam-
mu and Kashmir (one seat-two candidates).

Fears of cross-voting
in Uttar Pradesh

By J. P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MARCH 28. The political atmosphere here is
extremely vitiated on the eve of the Rajya Sabha
biennial elections as reports speak of largescale at-
tempfs to encourage cross-voting in rival camps. A
two-way exercise of influencing voters in the rival
camps and simultaneously trying to keep their own
flock together is under way, the latter part proving
more daunting. Observers suggest the possibility of
cross-voting in almost every political camp.

Money power seems to be in full operation and
though “purchasing MLAs” is considered common
during Rajya Sabha elections, this time everything
has taken the form of an “open deal”. While the
smaller parties are said to be the greatest victim,
parties such as the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Congress(I) are no exception. In fact, candidates
banking solely on money power appear more confi-
dent. Doubts are being expressed about the "victo-
ry’”’ of all the candidates fielded by the BJP as also the
sole candidate of the Congress(l) in Uttar Pradesh as
the efforts made by the two parties do not match that
of the candidates fielded by the Loktantrik Congress
Party, the Rashtriya Lok Dal and the Jantantrik Bahu-
jan Samaj Party, though the latter do not command
enough open support to ensure the victory of their
nominees.

An independent candidate, Mr. P. C. Srivastava,
said he had no money power to win the match and
hence was withdrawing from the contest. He alleged
that MLAs had been offered up to Rs. 20 lakhs each
for their vote. Another report suggested that some
“enterprising’’ MLAs had promised support to more
than one candidate.

No cakewalk in Rajasthan: Page 9

1
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‘Cross-voting defeats

Sonia’s RS nominee

//
HT Correspondent 1~ |
Calcutta, March 28

LARGE number of
Congress MLAs today
Mdefied the AICC fiat and
voted for the Trinamool Congress-
backed Independent nominee,
ensuring him a Rajya Sabha berth.
Jayanta  Bhattacharya, the
Trinamool-backed Independent,
olled 43 votes, His rival, Deba
rasad Roy, got 36. -

For the CPI(M)’s Nilotpal Basu,
Dipankar Mukherjee and Biplab
Dasgupta, it was smooth-sailing, It
was the same for the RSP’s Manoj
Bhattacharya, All the Left candi-
dates garnered more than 50 votes.
In a House of 294 members, 289
votes-were cast.

“It’s high time the central leader-
ship realised that they can’t take us
for granted. The AICC insulted the
CLP and the WBPCC when it
rejected Somen Mitra’s candida-
_-ture, even though he was the unani-
mous choice of the CLP and foisted
Roy on us. This is our reply to Sonia
Gandhi,” a Congress leader said.

A dejected Roy strode out of the
/?smﬁ; after he got to know of
is defeat. “This is a betrayal, but it

also brings out the erosion of val-
ues in the Congress. 1 leave the
issue to the party high command,”
he told reporters before driving
out of the Assembly premises.
Moments after he left, some agi-
tated Congressmen marched to the
Assembly precincts, shouting slo-
gans against their party leadership
and the CLP. “The stooges of the
CPI(M) ‘cripted the defeat of our
candidate and we will never forgive
them for such betrayal,” they
shouted, thumping tables and

em out.

Mamath Banerjee, the Trinamool
chief, wap happy, but not surprised.
“I knew that the Congress has no
chance. My stand has been vindi-
cated.”

Mitra, & former PCC chief, how-
ever, described the day's develop-
ments as unfortunate, Talking to
The Hindustan Times, he said that
as a loyal party worker, he would
never approve of such cross-voting.
He brushed aside the charge that
MLAs loyal to him had won the
battle for the Trinamool and par-
ried questions on whether he
would tie up with Mamata in the
coming days.

Gloom descended over
Congress camp after the results
were declared. CLP leader Atis
Sinha said that he had expected his
MLAs to abide by the high com-
mand’s order. There was no fear of
a split in the State unit, though, he
said. Bhattacharya’s victory has
caused an irreparable damage to
the party in the State, said Sinha’s
deputy, Saugata Roy. :

It was Trinamool’s day in the
Assembly today. Mobbed by jubi-
lant partymen after the results
were announced, Bhattacharya
said his win showed that even
Congress MLAs had tremendous
faith in Mamata’s leadership. “All
we need now is to forge a new
front that can take on the Left
Front. The victory was dramatic
and so will be its consequences.”

Trinamool leaders claimed
today’s win would bring about a
?olitical realignment in the State.
“It shows that most Congress
MLAs are sitting on the fence.
Very soon they will join the
Trinamool,” said party lcader
Pankaj Banerjee.

the

Mn&ta seals

Congress fate

Arindam Sarkar
Calcutta, March 29

IF DISGRUNTLED party-
men are to be believed, it was a
telephone conversation
between Somen Mitra and
Mamata Banerjee that sealed
the Congress’ fate in the Rajya
Sabha olls.  “Though
Trinamool leaders have denied
any such contact, it is this con-
versation that upset all
Congress calculations,” said a
Mitra supporter.

Not that the Congress didn’t
make attempts to keep its flock
intact. Since last night, Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi personally
met party MLAs at the hostel
where they were lodged, wav-
ing the Sonia whip.

Not to be outdone, Mamata
Banerjee hosted a dinner for
her loyalists last night. As
plates of fried rice and chicken
curry went around, the men
and women who would decide
the fate of the Trinamool-
backed Independent candidate
were treated to some gentle
persuasion by Mamata herself.

Many ~ party leaders feel
Congress MLAs would have
cross-voted if only to protect
their own interests. With the
Assembly elections drawing
close, the MLAs, unsure of
their future with the Congress,
have decided to join forces
with Mamata Banerjee.

abusing their leaders. The security
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 30. Even after
the just-concluded biennial elec-
tions to the Rajya Sabha, the rul-
ing BJP and its National
Democratic Alliance partners are
still short of a majority in the Up-
per House. The bottomline is that
the Vajpayee Government re-
mains dependent on cooperation
from the Opposition in carrying
out any radical programme,

However, the Prime Minister,
Mir. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the BJP
and the Congress() today took
turns to express concern over the
phenomenon of cross-voting in
the Rajya Sabha elections. Mr,
Vajpayee noted that “‘cross-vot-
ing” was “‘a serious matter’ and
that all political parties, big and
small, were victim of this malady.
Mr. Vajpayee was interacting
with mediapersons at the investi-
ture ceremony at Rashtrapati
Bhavan this morning. (The Prime
Minister also refused to say cate-
-gorically as to when he was likely
to expand his Cabinet; all he said
was that the expansion would
take place at the ‘“appropriate
time”’ but refused to spell it out.)
Both the BJP and the Congress
(I) also expressed disapproval
over indications of considerable
cross-voting. If the BJP had rea-
son to feel embarrassed about its
MLAs’ undisciplined voting in Ut-
tar Pradesh, the Congress(I) suf-
fered a loss of face in West Bengal
and Uttar Pradesh, besides the
pinpricks of minor cross-voting in

Gong.(l), BJP rattleq
25" by cross-voting

wh
Rajasthan, Rarnataka and/%t\issa.

On its own, the BJP has a pres-
ence smaller than that of the Con-
gress(I) in the Upper House, even
though it has marginally im-
proved its tally from 43 to 47 seats
and the Congress(l) has come
down from 62 seats to 58 seats.
On the current reckoning of who
its allies are, the BJP-led alliance,
along with its supporters, has 99
members in a house of 245; the
remaining numbers are deemed
to be with the Opposition.

In the NDA column are: BJP
{(47), DMK (9), Shiv Sena (5), Akali
Dal (5), Biju Janata Dal (3), Na-
tional Conference (3), Himachal
Vikas Congress (1), Samata Party
(1), Loktantrik Congress (1), Indi-
an National Lok Dal (2), Inde-
pendents (6, including the new
one from West Bengal, supported
by the Trinamul Congress). There
are also supporting parties such
as the Telugu Desam Party (13),
the Haryana Vikas Party (1) and
the MM (2).

On the Opposition side, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal and the Sa-
majwadi Party gained impressive-
ly: the R]D going up from seven to
10 and the SP from seven to nine.

A number of parties such as the
Nationalist Congress Party, the
Samata Party, the Republican
Party of India, the Loktantrik
Congress and the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front are making their de-
but in the Upper House.

A body blow to Cong.: Page 9; Com-
ing ‘closer’'to Trinamul: Page 13
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Parties courting candidates with |

\
By K. Balchand

PATNA, FEB. 6. 1t may sound iron-
ical but the fact remains that the
NDA has just made mockery of its
crusade against the alleged ‘jun-
gle rule’ of the RJD Gavernment
in Bihar and empowerment of
women in general if its strategy
for the Assembly election is’ any

indication. (1 ; (&c A
The NDA haé givén a cold shrift

to women and its constituents
seem to have competed with each
other in courting hardened crimi-
nals to achieve their objective of
wresting power.

The joke doing round the NDA
circles was that the combine was
aiming at replacing the ‘Jungle
Raj’ with a ‘Maha- Jungle Raj'. It
was not a surprise that the RJD
chief, Mr.Laloo Prasad Yadav, had
made a political issue of the dis-
tribution of tickets by the NDA
constituents to dreaded criminals
heading inter-State gangs.

The Bihar elections are witness-
ing something that has not hap-
pened before. Almost five dozen
candidates with criminal back-
ground were said to have filed
their nomination papers for the
324-member Assembly. Not that
criminals had not dared to enter
the political arena earlier but not
on such a large-scale as this time
and that too hardened criminals
wanted in dozens of cases not on-
ly in Bihar but outside it as well.

The criminal-politics nexus was
not as brazen in the past as in the
current elections. The difference
today is that those with little po-
litical connection have sprung on
the political spectrum and the
baffling part was the manner in
which the political parties, partic-
ularly the constituents of the
NDA, had come forward reward-
ing them directly with tickets or
taciily helping them by fielding
dummy candidates.

Leaders such as Mr.Pappu Ya-
dav and Mr.Anand Mohan Singh,
facing several charges, have made
it big on the political front. They
have built their own political
clout as well. The BJP courted
Mr.Singh in its vain bid to save
the Vajpayee-led Government last
year.

The BJP rewarded him and his
wife with tickets in the Lok Sabha
elections, but both of them lost.
And later they were inducted into
the NDA to put up a coalition of
four parties to put up a fight
against the ruling RJD. The way
these four parties have re-warded

those gang leaders with tickets in
the Assembly elections under-
scores the help they had sought
from them for their victory in the
Lok Sabha elections.

The Samata Party has shown
greater propensity for such ele-
ments. However, the worst part of
it all is that two alleged under-
world dons are contesting from
Assembly constituencies that are
segments of the Lok Sabha con-
stituencies being represented by
Mr.Ram Vilas Paswan and Mr.Nit-
ish Kumar.

The RJD has accused these two
leaders of favouring the alleged
criminals, Rama Singh and Surja
Bhan Singh, for the reported sup-
port in ensuring their victory from
Hajipur and Barh constituencies
respectively. Both are contesting
the elections from behind the
bars.

Rama Singh is the JD(U) candi-
date from Mahanar Assembly seg-
ment of Hajipur, while Suraj Bhan
Singh is contesting as an Inde-
pendent from Mokamah segment
of Barh. Some leaders in the Sa-
mata Party were upset that the
party had fielded a dummy
against Suraj Bhan Singh, facing
several murder cases including
that of the former Minister,
Mr.Brij Bihari Prasad, to ensure
the latter’s victory.

The RJD charged that Surja
Bhan had allowed Mr.Kumar to
open his campaign office in Mo-
kama, where the upper caste Bhu-
mihars have a good presence,
only after the latter agreed to help
him in the Assembly elections.

The Samata Party has also field-
ed the other accused in the Brij
Bihari murder case, Bhupendra
Dubey, brother of deceased gang
leader and alleged arms peddler,
Devendra Dubey, from Govind-
ganj in East Champaran district.
The Samata Party nominee is a
constable-turned inter-State gang
leader; Satish Pandey, from Da-
rauli in Siwan district, which is
ruled by the RJD tough man,
Mr.Shahabuddin, MP.

The Samata Party’s list of ‘crim-
inals’ does not end here. It has
given the ticket to Sunil Pandey,
former Ranbir Sena member, and
the alleged culprit behind the kid-
napping of two traders in Patna,
from Piero in Bhojpur district and
Rajesh Kumar Roshan, alias Ba-
bloo Deo, from Madhuban in Si-
tamarhi district.

The Samata has fielded Mrs. Ki-
ran Shukla, the sister- in-law of

THE HINDU
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. ‘criminal background’ ()~

the notorious crime world leader,
Munna Shukla, who is contesting
as an Independent from Lalganj
in Vaishali with the alleged objec-
tive of indirectly helping the lat-

ter. g

The BJP, on its part, gave a
rousing reception to the dreaded
criminal Ram Lakhan Singh on
his release from jail by bestowing
him with a ticket from Barauni. It
has also fielded Mr.Uday Shankar
Singh, an alleged terror in Deo-
garh, from Sarath. The RJD has al-
so pointed an accusing finger at
the BJP nominee from Sonepur,
Binay Singh.

Another suspect in the Brij Bi- |

hari murder case, Rajan Tiwari, is
contesting as an Independent
from the jail. Among the other In-

dependents include the wife of

dacoit leader, Sattan Yadav, from
Nautan and Dhumal Singh.

The RJD’s list comprises Dileep
Singh, a Minister, from Moka-
mah, Ram Bichar Rai and Basa-
wan Eaghat, also a Minister. The
Congress () too has a couple of
such anti-social elements in the
fray.

While the list of criminals is a
long one, the parties have not
cared to prove by their action
what they profess with respect to
the uplift of women, particularly
the BJP and the Congress (1),
which have been advocating leg-
islation for reserving 33 per cent
of seats in the Lok Sabha and the
State Assemblies for them.

If anything, they have damaged
their credibility as the BJP has giv-
en ticket to just 9 wornen out of
the 150 candidates it has put up
while in the case of the Congress
(1) it iis just 24 cut of the 324 nomi-
nees it has put up. Thus, the BJP
has given tickets to women to the
extent of the just 6 per cent of its
candidates with the Congress (I)
being marginally better with a
representation of 7.5 per cent.

The NDA as a combine has
fielded just 20 women which is
four less than what the Congress
(D has fielded. If winnability is a
criteria, then the NDA considers
criminals a safer bet than women.

On the other hand, the RJD,

which has been opposing reserva- |

tion for women without specific
quotas for backward and dalits,
has given ticket to 16 women out

of the 295 candidates it has field-
ed to make it a 5.5 per cent repre- *

sentation.
)



ampaign ends for /
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 10. Eledtioneering for the February 12
Assembly election in Bihar and Manipur, which was
by and large peaceful, ended this evening. Twenty
eight Assembly constituencies in Manipur and 108
in south Bihar, mostly in extremist-dominated ar-
eas, would be covered in the first phase of elections.

The star campaigners in Bihar included Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, Mr. L. K. Advani and Dr. Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi (BJP), Mr. Sharad Yadav and Mr. Ram
Vilas Paswan (JD-U), the Congress(l) president, Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, the Nationalist Congress Party chief,
M. Sharad Pawar, the Samajwadi Party leader, Mr.
Mulayam Singh Yadav, the Bahujan Samaj Party
chief, Mr. Kanshi Ram, and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
chief, Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav. 9, g/f M

Prominent among those whose fate would becfiyé:
cided in the first phase in Bihar are Mr. Laloo Prasad
Yadav (Danapur), the Leader of the Opposition in
the State Assembly and BJP candidate, Mr. Sushil
Kumar Modi (Patna-central), the BJP State presi-
dent, Mr. Nand Kishore Yadav (Patna-east), the CLP
leader, Mr. Ramashsray Prasad Singh (Konch) and
the former PCC president, Mr. Sarfraz Ahmed (Gan-
dey).

In Manipur, 7,34,208 voters would decide the fate
of 206 candidates in the 28 constituencies. Three
main fronts, although loosely knit, are striving for
power in the 60-member Assembly. — UNI

PM promises all
help to Orissa
By Prafulla Das

ROURKELA (Orissa), FEB. 10. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, today said the National Demo-
cratic Alliance Government at the Centre was work-
ing towards making the country strong and sought
the people’s support for the BJP-BJD alliance to
build a new Orissa.

e of polls

At a huge rally here this afternoon, Mr. Vajpayee
said his Government was busy meeting various chal-
lenges to ensure that no one went hungry in the
country and no one was without employment.

Pointing out that the State had remained back-
ward in various fields despite immense natural re-
sources and adequate manpower, he said things
would improve with a new Government. If voted to
power, the BJP-BJD alliance would create jobs and
extend all help for agricutture and industry to ensure
that the people did not have to go elsewhere for
employment.

Naveen Patnaik projected CM

Mr. Vajpayee also hinted that the Union Mines
Minister and Biju Janata Dal president, Mr. Naveen
Patnaik, could become Chief Minister if the alliance
was voted to power. ‘‘Mr. Naveen Patnaik’s father,
the late Biju Patnaik, tried his best to make Orissa
one of the most developed in the country, and the
responsibility is now on him (Mr. Naveen Patnaik),”
Mr. Vajpayee said.

The remark assumes significance as the BJP’s
State unit had not accepted Mr. Patnaik as the Chief
Ministerial nominee so far though the BJD has pro-
jected him as the candidate for the top post.

Mr. Vajpayee claimed that due to the Centre’s
timely help, food material reached the cyclone vic-
tims and there was no starvation deaths. The spread

)
i

|

of epidemics was also prevented with the help of |

non-governmental agencies and public sector un-
dertakings.

Later in the day, the Prime Minister addressed
another election meeting Sambalpur.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Naveen Patnaik
said he had entered politics to fulfil the dream of his
late father and urged the people to vote for the alli-
ance and strengthen his hands.The Union Minister
of State for Steel, Mr. Dilip Ray, said, ‘‘everyone now
knows that Mr. Patnaik will become the Chief Minis-
ter,” to the applause of the crowd.

THE HINDU
11FE6 20D



f/“ 80 p.c. turnout in Bihar \/

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. An estimated 60
per cent of the. electorate exer-
cised its franchise in the first of
the three-phase election to the
324-member Bihar Assembly. In
three separate incidents of vio-
lence in the State, 17 people were
killed. (5 % ()\/\ i

According ta tentative esti-
mates, 70 per cent of the electo-
rate cast their votes in Manipur in
the first phase of polling to the
60-member Assembly. There
were no reports of any casualties .

Briefing reporters at the Elec-
tion Commission headquarters
here, the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Dr. M: S. Gill, said that de-
spite the incidents of violence in
some parts of Bihar, polling was
by and large peaceful. However,
there were no reports of irregular-
ities from any of the State’s high-
profile constituencies, he said.

A total of 108 Assembly seg-
ments, consisting of most of the
constituencies in the south and
some in the central part of Bihar,

went to the polls involving 2.10
crore voters and 28,880 polling
stations.

In Manipur, 7.20 lakh voters ex-
ercised their franchise at 1,064
polling stations spread over 27 As-
sembly segments, mostly in the
hilly districts.

Heaping praise on the para-
military and security personnel in
Bihar and Manipur, the CEC said,
‘‘we want to place on record our
appreciation of all the good and
hard work by the Central and
State police personnel in these
States’”.

The Election Commission ex-
pects the states of Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Kerala and Pondi-
cherry to be fully prepared to en-
able as many voters as possible to
exercise their franchise with the
help of photo-identity cards in
the assembly elections in these
states due in March/April next
year.

Dr. Gill said the Commission is
putting these four States ‘on no-
tice’ to complete the preparations

THE HINDU
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to enable maximum number of
voters to vote with the help o
photo identity cards.

Dr. Gill said Haryana where
elections will be held on February
22, has shown the way to the rest
of the country by issuing photo-
identity cards to all the voters in |
the State. “We expect others to
follow suit.”

Clarifying on the recent order :
of the Commission making it
obligatory for the voters to pro-
duce their identity cards to be eli-
gible to vote, Dr. Gill said the
Commission has added several
other documents which could be
produced by the electors as proof
of their identity.

These include arms licence,
physically handicapped certifi-
cate, student identity card, rail-
way/bus pass, conduct licence,
freedom fighter ID card, ex-ser-
viceman pension book, school
leaving certificate, pension pay-
ment order and ex- servicemen'’s
widow/dependent certificate.
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/ Convicted

can’t contest
elections: Gill
STATESMAN NEW?&I\I\%CEW) .

CHENNAI June 16. — A per-
son convicted by a court of law
cannot contest elections even if
an appeal against the verdict
is pending in a higher court,
Mr MS Gill said today.

The Chief Election Commi-
ssioner was here to discuss the
matter with representatives of
various political parties.

According to Section 8(A)pf
the Representation of Peop'&

+ Act, the candidacy of any per-
son convicted of criminal
charges will be rejected even if
he or she has appealed against
the lower court’s verdict,

~ Mr Gill said. 3’ o
i The clarificati n%&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁg"r

nificance with regard to at
least four graft cases being
tried in Special Courts against
the AIADMK supremo,
Miss Jayalalitha.

Miss Jayalalitha was recently
sentenced to one year’s rigor-
ous imprisonment in the
Pleasant Stay Hotel case. An
appeal against the verdict is
pending in the Madras High
Court. Section 8(A) of the
Representation of People’s Act
says any person convicted and
sentenced for 25 months or
more will be automatically dis-
qualified from contesting elec-
| tions.
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by-polls "
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC

O
CALCUTTA, Feb. 17. \—
Assembly by-elections in West
Bengal’s three seats went off
peacefully today.
Approximately 65 per cent
votes were cast in 637 booths
in Binpur, Suri and Nabagram.

At Binpur, voters turned out
in great numbers despite boy-
cott calls by the MCC. Polling
was peaceful, save a few inci-
dents. No votes were cast at
the Pukuria primary school
booth in Belpahari till 1 p.m.
as the MCC-affiliated Nari
Mukti Bahini prevented voters
from casting their votes.

Two Jharkhand Party sup-
porters were stoned by mem-
bers of rivals factions on their
way home from the Barsul pri-
mary school booth. A JP sup-
porter was arrested while flee-
ing on his bike near the Ergoda
primary school booth. About

ful,

00 JP apporters stalled
polling, demanding his release.
Polling started again after
olice intervened.

At Suri, a minor incident of
viplence was reported at the
Soxator Primary School. One
perspn was arrested, the Chief
Electoral Officer Mr
Sabyasachi Sen, said.

Referring to reports that the
EC might make production of
voters’ identity cards compul-
sory during the 2001 Assembly
elections, Mr Sen said : “No
order has so far come from the
EC. The department is still dis-
tributing the cards. However
many of them had errors. The
voters have to contact the elec-
toral registration officers of
their respective areas to collect
the rectified cards”.

Mr Sen said about 1.1 crore
people have attained voting
rights since 1996 when the pro-
gramme was taken up.
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Key phase

.

in Bihar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

PATNA, Feb. 21. — Shoot
orders were issued and high
alert sounded in Bihar on the
eve of the final, crucial phase of
Assembly polls. The 108 seg-
ments set to vote backed Mr
Laloo Yadav in the Assembly
polls of 1995 and shifted loyalty
to his opponents in last year’s
Parliamentary elections —
tomorrow they may well decide
the next government of Bihar.
Mr Yadav had won at 80 of
these 108 seats spread over 15
districts of north Bihar in

! 1995. In 1999, the BJP and

allies picked up 12 of the 17
Lok Sabha seats they make up.

For the NDA, the “jungle”
they allege in Bihar is the
thickest here. Not only is Mr

- Ble el

whose fate will be decided in
the third phase are the Assem-
bly Speaker, Mr Deonarayan
Yadav, former Speaker, Mr
Ghulam Sarwar, Mrs Rabri
Devi’s brother, Mr Sadhu
Yadav, and BPP chief, Mr
Anand Mohan Singh’s wife,
Mrs Lovely Anand.

Like in the two earlier phas-
es, the 20 million-strong elec-
torate tomorrow will also have
to choose from a fair number of
criminal candidates.

The Samata-backed Mr
Munna Shukla and Mr Rajen
Tiwary are contesting for the
Lalganj and Govindgan) seats
from behind bars. The self-
styled chief of a kidnappers’
gang of West Champaran, Mr
Sattan Yadav, is seeking re-
election from Nautan as an

Yadav's RJD Independent.

stronger, con- | B Editorial: Jungle jingles, The Bihar
tests, unlike in page 8 DGP, Mr KA
the Lok Sabha | B More reports on Jacob, however,
elections, are pages2& 6 assured every
mostly multi- step had been
cornered. But the road to taken to see “no violence takes

removing “jungle raj” lies
through here. :

" The Congress has fielded can-

didates on all 108 seats.

Its nominees in Mithilanchal
are mostly Brahmins, threat-
ening to cut into the BJP’s
upper caste vote. And in the
East Champaran, Kishanganj,
Katihar and Purnea districts,
it has given a number of tickets
to Muslims. Target: to nix Mr
Laloo Yadav's MY formula.

The RJD’s problem are its
rebels. A large number of them
will take on Mr Yadav's official
nominees at several constitu-
encies in Darbhanga, Madhu-
bani, Katihar, Saharsa, Madh-

| epura, Purnea and Gopalganj.

Besides, there are 539
Independents in the fray.
Prominent amonf those

place during the third phase.”
All 450 companies of paramili-
tary forces with the state had
been shifted to North Bihar,
and all sensitive and supersen-
sitive booths would be manned
by the armed forces. !
Manipur: Nearly 700,000 elec-
tors in 32 valley constituencies
will vote in the second phase
tomorrow. The DGP, Mr L
Jugeswor Singh, expected
group clashes at some places.
But the eleventh-hour suspen-
sion of Amsu’s 18-hour “public
curfew” today came as a relief
for the government.

Orissa: Seventy-seven con-
stituencies of Orissa will go to
polls tomorrow. Some 400 tem-
porary booths have been set up
in areas still not recovered
from the supercyclone.
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_Kttack on Lovely B Arrest ordeir\“é/gainst Sadhu Yadav

14 die in Bihar,
3 in Mani

5

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

PATNA, Feb. 22. — A JD-U

block president stoned to death

- by a rival party’s workers. A

total of 14 dead in poll clashes.

Arrest order against the chief

minister’s brother. Attack on

NDA'’s Saharsa candidate Mrs

Lovely Anand. Shootouts bet-

ween security forces and booth

grabbers. A turnout of 55-60

per cent.

This was the story of Bihar’s
third-phase polls at 108 con-
stituencies, described by the
PGP as “incidents of stray \vi/o—

. lence”. “bice ion

With three rrlxbo{r/éﬂkilled in
Manipur — security guards
shot dead in a Kuki ambush of
outgoing MLLA Mr Lala — the
poll violence toll was 17.

The day’s death count was 18,
though, with a voter run over
by the Bishnupur DC’s car. The
second phase turnout, at 32
Assembly seats in the hill
state, was over 70 per cent
despite widespread violence
that injured at least 15 people.
Officials said repolls are likely
in 18 of the 911 booths.

The cyclone-ravaged Orissa
coast, voting in the state’s sec-
ond phase covering 77 Assem-
bly constituencies, recorded a
60 per cent turnout to better
the hinterland’s first-phase
score of 57 per cent.

Haryana, with 68-70 per cent,
romped into the record books

as the first state where every

,voter was obliged to prove his
identity. The off-putting requi-
rement was more than bal-
anced out by the electronic vot-
ing machines which proved a

%)

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. —
BJP and allies will sweep to
power in Bihar, Orissa and
Haryana, a DD exit poll said
tonight. It gave 195 of Bi-
har’s 324 seats to NDA, 108
of Orissa’s 147 to BJP-BJD
and 52 of Haryana’s 90 to
BJP-INLD.

Jain TV predicted a hung
Assembly in Bihar, with
NDA (161 seats) falling short
of majority by two. It gave
BJP-BJD 129 seats in Ori-
ssa, BJP-INLD 69 in Hary-
ana and the Congress allia-
nce 36 of Manipur’s 60 seats.

The DD poll said 25 per
cent of Bihar voters wanted
Mr Ram Vilas Paswan as
chief minister. Other candi-
dates: Mr SK Modi (20 per
cent), Mr Laloo Yadav (19),
Mr Shatrughan Sinha (10),
Mr Nitish Kumar (8), Mrs
Rabri Devi (7).

DD tallies for non-NDA
parties: Bihar — RJD &
allies (64), Cong (20); Orissa
— Cong (30); Haryana —
Cong (28). — PTI

B More reports,
photograph on
pages 2 & 8

huge draw. .
The word ‘draw’ had an en-
tirely different connotation in
Bihar, where armed gangs
blocked booths, tore up ballots

and took ont police. Apart from-

the 14 deaths, at least two

"dozen were wounded.

STATESMAN
JFEB 20D

Seven booth looters, including
gang leader and West Cha-
mparan don Md Zakir Hussain,
were killed in a shootout with
Bihar Military Police at Majha-
ulia polling station in Bettiah
constituency. Hussain was the
brother of an Independent can-
didate for the seat, Mohammad
Shamim.

At Barauli in north Bihar’s
Darbhanga, JD-U’s Singhwara
block chief, Mr Ghulam Rasool,
died a horrible death under a
hail of stones.

(Bihar People’s Party charged
RJD with the attack on its—
leader Mrs Anand, its com-
plaints to police and the EC |
saying her security guards only
just managed to save her from
harm, adds PTI).

Gopalganj RJD candidate and
Mr Laloo Yadav’s brother-in-
law, Mr Sadhu Yadav, had an
arrest order issued against him
for “trying to intimidate police”
and force them to release some
of his ‘men’. An Independent
rival, Mr Sanjay Singh, is in
custody for allegedly disturbing
the poll process.

Clashes killed two at a Sirni
Bazaar booth in Govindganj,
turf of candidate Rajan Tiwary,
accused in more than 30 mur-
ders, robberies and kidnap-
pings.

Reports from Katihar, Gopal-,
ganj, East Champaran, West
Champaran and Purnea told si-
milar stories: of torn-up ballots,
ink poured down ballot boxes,
booth-looting and clashes.

The state election office said
the paramilitary would ‘guard
the centres where counting-
begins on 25 February~

T




11 KILLED IN | BIHAR, MANIPUR

Over 60 p.

C. pollmg

*“in fmaIVphase

DAF,

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22. The third and last phase of pollin
for the four State Assemblies concluded on a “sati
factory note”’ barring Bihar where eight persons, i
cluding seven gangsters attempting to captu
booths, were killed. In Manipur, three police persorl-
nel of the Manipur Rifles were killed and three i1-
jured in an ambush on the convoy of a candidate. (
PTI report from Patna said 12 people were killed i
poll-related violence in Bihar)

Briefing reporters here, the Chief Election Com-
missioner, Dr. M. S. Gill, was at pains to emphasise
that the virtually “incident-free” third phase had to
be seen against the backdrop of the past record of
the regions concerned.

According to provisional figures, 65 per cent of the
voters exercised their franchise in Bihar, 70 per cent
in Haryana, 60 per cent in Orissa and 72 to 75 per
cent in Manipur.

The third phase covered over 300 Assembly seg-
ments in four States. Counting of votes will begin on
February 25 and the results will be out by the next
day.

The CEC said clashes between activists of rival
parties were reported from Bihar. However, these
occurred outside polling booths and did not involve
the official machinery.

Among the incidents was a alleged raid by Mr.
Sadhu Yadav, brother-in-law of Mr. Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, on the Gopalganj police station. Taking advan-
tage of a lone policeman posted, Mr. Yadav took
away ten criminals lodged there but police arrested
seven of them later.

Police killed seven supporters of an independent
candidate in Betaiah segment when they tried to loot

By Our Special Correspondent

a polling booth. They were led by Zakir Mia, brother
of an Independent candidate. Zakir carried a reward
of Rs. one lakh on his head.

Dr. Gill praised the exemplary work done by the
Bihar police and civil officials during the polls saying
it only proved that the civil servants could deliver the
goods if they were “allowed” to do so. The Bihar
election had been conducted with half of the force
available in 1995.

The CEC said the first election in Haryana where
electronic machines were used in half the constitu-
encies was a grand success.

Only one incident involving a polling booth in Me-
ham was reported from the State and the Commis-
sion decided to take stern action against the staff
concerned. ]

Taking a serious note of the February 14 attack on
Mrs. Kalpana Mittal Barua, the poll observer in Bi-
har’s Koderma district, the Commission ordered im-
mediate suspension of the officer in charge of
Koderma Sadar police station.

Mrs. Lovely Anand attacked
UNI, PTI report:

In the Saharsa Assembly segment of Bihar, Mrs.
Lovely Anand, high-profile Bihar People’s Party lead-
er, was allegedly attacked by members of the Rash-
triya Janata Dal and timely intervention by her
security guards saved the situation.

Stoned to death

The JD(U) president of the Singhwara block of
Darbhanga’s district, Mr. Gulam Rasool, was stoned
to death by unidentified assailants near Baraulia vil-
lage on Monday when he was returning home after
electioneering, police said today.
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~Laloo sizzles
Bihar; Coﬁ“@%S
fizzles in Ori

s\~
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 25. — The

National Democratic Alliance
juggernaut appeared to have
been halted in Bibar after it
steamrolled through Haryana
and Orissa as Assembly elec-
tion results poured in this
evening.

In the Bengal by-elections,
the CPI-M wrested the Suri
and Nabagram Assembly scals
from the Congress, while the
Jharkhand Party (N} managed
o retain the Binpur seat.

The Congress has won the
Bellary Lok Sabha seat, vacat-
ed by Mrs Sonia Gandhi. Mr K
Basavana Gouda defeated the
BJP-JD(U) nominee by 96.000
votes.

In Bihar, tren- .

eommit anything.

Congress spokesman Mr Ajit
Jogi, too, asserted that the
party would “disclose its stand
only after the results are
declared.”

Mr Yadav had established an
unassailable lead of over
15,000 and 20,000 votes in
Danapur and Raghopur respec-
tively. He predicted his alli-
ance would have 130 seats in
the final tally. “People have
rejected the communal NDA. ...
I hope the Governor will invite
the RJD which is all set to
emerge single largest party.”

{Meanwhile, Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan today denied being in
the race for the Bihar chief
ministership. “Main nahin

ds for 318 seats |
available till 1

B More reports on
pages 3& 5

, banoonga (I will
J not become chief

late tonight sh- !
owed that the NDA and the
RJD-led alliance virtually run-
ning neck-and-neck in central
and north Bihar. The NDA was
ahead in 115 seats and the
RJID in 114, The Congress was
leading in 25 seats, the JMM
in 15.

With a hung Assembly likely,
Mr Yadav did not rule out the
possibility of seeking Congress
support.

The Congress, too, may be
willing given its eagernes< to
“prevent communal forces {rom
coming to power”. The party
general secretary, Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad, told Star News: “He
(Laloo Yadav) is a secular ver-
son and his party is also =ccu-
lar. We'll try our best to keep
the NDA out of power.” But he

minister),” the

JD-U leader
said this has been his “categor-
ical stand” from the very begin-
ning. reports PTL.)

In Orissa, the BJP-BJD
cyclone swept away the
Congress, winning 62 of the 85
scats declared so far. It has a
comfortable lead in another 43
seats,

The Congress lost most of its
traditional bastions managing
only 14 seats so far in the 147-
member House.

The state PCC chief, Mr JB
Patnaik, himself lost to his
BJD rival in Athgarh.

“One has to accept the man-
date.” Mr Patnaik said, and
added that people had voted for
a change.

M See POLLS: page 5 »

P

g\
SSad

added that it was too earl;k()-’

o 5 | |
/[,{ POLLS: Mamspur ruling party [ﬂgs behind
LN . 7 Ing: .

JFAN
(Continued from page 1) V

But the former chief minister
was confident that the defeat
would not mean the end of the
road for the Congress in the
state. “We were reduced to only
10 seats in 1990 and yet we
returned to power in 1995, he
pointed out.

Latest reports showed the
BJD chief and Union minister,
Mr Navin Patnaik, leading
against his nearest Congress
rival in Hinjili. His taking over
from Mr Hemananda Biswal as
chief minister now remains a
mere formality.

This is the first time the BJP
will be a part of a government
in any eastern Indian state.

In Haryana, the ruling INLD-
BJP alliance won a comfortable

TRENDS UPSET BJP

NEW DELHI, Feb. 25. — The BJP is worried over its perfor-
mance in Orissa, Haryana and Bihar. In Haryana and Orissa
the party’s allies, the INLD and the BJD, are inching towards a
majority on their own. In Bihar, Mr Laloo Prasad’s RJD is lead-
ing at several seats which were considered its stronghold.

The BJP general secretary, Mr Venkaiah Naidu, who met the
party president today to assess the poll results, admitted: “per-
formance of the party was not upto the expectations.”

A BJP leader feared if the INLD and the BJP emerge strong
enough to form government on their own, it would not “augur
well for the party at the Centre.” The BJP’s gameplan to benefit
at the cost of the allies has once again boomeranged, another
leader said. .

The BJP would “have to be on its toes” in Bihar as well.
Besides, if Mr Nitish Kumar becomes the chief minister he
might join hands with the RJD. — SNS

majority in the 90-member
Assembly taking 52 of the 88
seats declared.

The combine needed only 46
for a simple majority.
The INLD has won in 47 con-

STATESHAN
EFE8 2

stituencies and th¢ BJP in
six. The Congress bagged 21
seats, improving its last time’s
tally of 12. It benefited
mainly from the poor show put
up by the Haryana Vikas
Party.

Mr Bansi Lal’s Haryana
Vikas Party managed to win
only two seats, down 31 from
last time.

In Manipur, the ruling
Manipur State Congress Party
was lagging behind, winning
only eight of the 21 seats
declared so far.

Of the remaining 13, seven
went to the Secular Democratic
Front of the Congress and
the Manipur People’s Party,
three to the NCP, and one
each to the BJP, RJD and the
SP.
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Chautala
extends olive
branch to BJP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, Feb. 26. —
After obtaining merely one
seat more than the magic fig-
ure of 46, ensuring a majority
for the INLD on its own in the
90-member Haryana Assemb-
ly, the party chief, Mr OP
Chautala, today extended an
olive branch to the Haryana
BJP, which has won six seats
in the recently concluded polls.

Till the support of at least a
section of the 11 Independents
is obtained by the INLD, Mr
Chautala’s majority in the
House will be tenuous, requir-
ing dependence on BJP. And,

thersfore, he today net only .
softened his stand regaddisg’

BJP, but was also emphasized
that INLD-BJP contested the
clection jointly. “The BJP will
participate in the government
to be formed in the state,” he
said.

After being formally elected
leader of the INLD legislative
party in a meeting of all party
MLAs today, he said he will
not only invite the BJP to join
the government but also talk
o Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee in
tnis regard day after tomor-
Tow,

PARTY POSITIONS

- Shiromani Akali Dal . ... . 1
- Results declare
Outstanding . . .

Andhra Pradesh:
Telugu Desam Party . .
- Result declared

Congress-~4ivt .. ..., 10

Manipur People’s Party . . . 4

JD-S...... R 1

Total ..ivvunenninnn. 15

Manipur Démocratic Alliance

BIP . 6

......... 1 | SamataParty...........1

........ n“ TOtaI..?
Others

NCP.......civit 4

......... 2 RID..................1

_______ 1 | “independents ..........1

.3 | Seatsdeclared......... 58

.................

...............

.....

Secular Demacratic Front

Outstanding . ........ ...5

Stage set for Navin; BJP
awaits maiden experience

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHUBANESWAR, Feb. 26. — The BJD-BJP has
swept to within a breath of a three-fourths
majority in Orissa, setting Mr Navin Patnaik up
for his first stint as chief minister, and the BJP
for its maiden shot at governance in a major
eastern state.

The alliance has won 108 out of 147 seats in
the Assembly, leaving behind a stunned
Congress with an emaciated tally of 26.

The JMM has won three seats; the CPI, CPI-M,
Trinamul Congress and Janata Dal-Secular one
each. Eight Independents have made it to the
Assembly.

The BJD has had a remarkable “strike rate” of
80 plus, winning 68 of the 84 seats it contested.

The BJP, by contrast, won only 38 of the 63

seats allottdéd te &. Still, it is aniachigvement for
the party which had only two seats in the
Assembly in 1990 and 10 in 1995.

The Congress’ fall, on the other hand, has been
spectacular. From 82 last time, the ruling party
has crashed to 26 seats. Prominent losers
include the former chief minister and Orissa
Congress chief, Mr JB Patnaik, and several min-
isters in the Hemananda Biswal government:
Mr Basant Kumar Biswal, Mr Niranjan Patnaik,
Mr Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty, Mr Jagannath
Patnaik, Mr Bhupinder Singh, Mr Ulaka Ram
Chandra, Mr Kishore Chandra Patel, Mr Matlub
Ali, Mr Jaydev Jena, Mr Amar Pradhan and Mrs
Bijoylaxmi Sahoo.

Heavyweight losers in the BJP are its state

ﬂﬁﬁ‘m
77FE8 2

unit president, Mr Manmohan Samal — |
trounced by the BJD rebel, Mr Manas Ranjan
Mallick at Dhamnagar — and party spokesper-
son, Mr Shyamananda Mohapatra.

Leader of the Opposition, Mr Sachidananda
Dalal, and state JD-U president, Mr Narsingh
Mishra, also lost.

Among the winners are the chief minister, Mr
Hemananda Biswal who won the Laikera seat,
and 10 of his ministers: Mr Habibulla Khan, Mr
Suresh Routray, Mr Gajadhar Majhi, Mr
Prakash Chandra Debata, Mr Ramakant
Mishra, Mr Prasad Harichandan, Mr Haldhar
Karjee, Mr SS Bhoi, Mrs Parama Pujari and Mrs
Usharani Panda.

Youth Congress president, Mr Lalatendu
Bidyadhar Mohapatra, not only stood firm |
against the BJP-BJD wave, but notched up the
largest victory margin among his partymen: over
24,000 votes.

BJD president, Mr Navin Patnaik got elected
from Hinjili by a margin of 26,417 votes. The
BJP’s Mr Biswabhusan Harichandan won the
prestigious Bhubaneswar seat with thumping
margin of 94,538. Filmstar-turned-BJP-leader,
Mr Prasant Nanda, scraped through at Begunia
by 2,000 votes.

NDA allies, the Trinamul Congress, Samata
Party and JD-U had fielded candidates for 36, 14
and 8 seats. Only the Trinamul’s Mr Trilochan
Behera won — at Patkura by over 36,000 votes,
but the victery came mainly because he had the
blessings of the expelled BJD stalwart, Mr Bijoy
Mohapatra. //
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Assembly polls in 4
states next month

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JAN 8
SSEMBLY polls iny Bihar,
Orissa, Manipur and
aryana will be held on

February 12, 17 and 22 along with
by-elections to vacant Lok Sabha
seats of Bellary and Kannauj and
30 assembly constituencies in 11
states, the Election Commission
announced today. . g'm

While the 324-member Bihar
Assembly will have polling on all
the three days, elections to the
Orissa Assembly with 147 mem-
bers will be held on Feb 17 and 22
and to Manipur assembly with 60
members on Feb 12 and 22.

The 90-member Assembly in
Haryana, which was dissolved fol-
lowing a recommendation by
Chief Minister Om Prakash Chau-
tala, will have a one-day poll on
February 22, Chief Election Com-
missioner M S Gill told reporters
here.

By-elections to the Bellary Lok

Sabha seat in Karnataka, vacated
by Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Kannauj in Uttar
Pradesh quit by Samajwadi Party
leader Mulayam Singh Yadav and
30 assembly constituencies in 11
states would be conducted on Feb-
ruary 17. Counting of votes will
take place on February 25 while
the entire election process would
be completed by March eight, Gill

%20\ tnsaid. He announced that the

model code of conduct for political
parties and candidates would
come into force with immediate
effect in the four states and in the
districts in which Lok Sabha and
assembly bye-elections are sched-
uledtobe held.

Announcing the schedule, Gill
said a poll notification will be is-
sued on January 17 and the last
date for filing nominations would
be on January 24 and the scrutiny
the following day. The withdrawal
of candidates would take place on
January 27. Around ten crore elec-
tors would be exercising their fran-

INODIAN EXPRESS
9 JAN IO

chise in the four states and bye-
elections to two Lok Sabha and 10
assembly seats in the country, the
CECsaid.

While the tenure of the Ma-
nipur and Orissa assemblies was to
expire on March 21 and March 22
respectively, Bihar assembly term
was to end on April nine. The term
of Haryana assembly was upto
May 21, 2001 but was dissolved re-
cently.

Gill said the poll schedule had
been fixed following a series of
meetings with Home ministry and
other senior officers and also with
the Chief electoral officers. On the
basis of various inputs, broad
arrangements and plans for de-
ployment of security forces includ-
ing central para-military forces
had alsobeen worked out, he said.

Stating that the commission
had made extensive use of elec-
tronic voting machines during the
Lok Sabha polls, Gill said the

panel would decide shortly on th
use of EVMsin the poV



E_Q cur

HT Correspondent \

‘.
New Delhi, January 10 %\

THE ELECTION Commission
has  restrained the
Government from presenting a
full-fledged budget for the next
financial year.

The commission pointed out that
the as State was already in election
mode such a move would be viola-
tive of the Model Code of
Conduct.

The action came following objec-
tions raised by some of the
Opposition parties in Bihar, partic-
ularly the BJP, to the reported
move of the RJD Government to
present the budget during the win-
ter session of the Assembly which
began today.

They had also sought the com-
mission’s intervention to recast the
Governor's address in view of the
elections.

The commission sources today
confirmed that the State
Government has’ assured that it

s Bihar

Bihar

\

would not pres ét the budget.
Instead a second supplementary
demand for grants would be
passed in the Bihar House.

The Bihar Government was
learnt to have told the commission
that in view of the fact that new
Assembly would have enough time
before March 31 this year, it did
not propose to even seek a vote-
on-account for the first quarter of
the new financial year.

The Commission took stock of
the situation in its meeting held
yesterday and today. Directives
were then issued to the State
Government to refrain from pre-
senting the budget and for a suit-
able recast of the Governor's
address.

Appreciating the State
Government's "prompt response”,
the commission expressed the
hope that the polls next month in
Bihar, Orissa, .Haryana and
Manipur would be "free and fair".

"The commission is confident
that, in fact, not only in Bihar, but

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Govi on Budget

all States going.to the polls shortly,
all concerned will be conscious
that this is the first election in the
country in the new year and the
new millennium,” Chief Election
Commissioner M S Gill told The
Hindustan Times.

"We are confident that all
involved will ensure that this exer-
cise does credit to the country, the
parties and the candidates,” he
added.

Meanwhile, in a related develop-
ment, the commission has also
directed the UP Government not
to transfer any official connected
with the conduct of Lok Sabha and
Assembly by-elections covering
eight districts of the State.

In a letter written to State Chief
Secretary Yogendra Narayan,
Deputy Election Commissioner
Sayan Chatterjee said that posi-
tions of officers manning election-
related posts shall remain the s
as held by them on Januai
the election = sch
announced.




BEWARE OF GIFTS

~\® \"}-

he Election Commlssmn has decided tp enforce
Tthe code of conduct for the elections in Bihar. This
has thrown off the rails some of the plang the rul-
ing Rashtriya Janata Dal had to offer sops to the elec-
torate before the hustings. The government led by Ms
Rabri Devi had the intention to present the state budget
for the financial year 2000-01 before the elections. This
plan has been nipped in the bud by the EC. The idea that
the RJD government would announce new proposals
that would bring material benefits to the people has been
scotched. The EC deserves congratulations for acting
swiftly and decisively. Political parties in power almost
invariably use the ploy of winning over voters through
the offer of largesse. In a poor country like India this
amounts to bribing voters to stay in power. It is a major
abuse of democracy. Yet no political party can claimto be
free from it. In the case of the RJD and Ms Rabri Devi
this abuse is even more glaring since the RJD govern-
ment’s track record in all spheres of governance is
abysmal. Under RJD rule, Bihar has sunk into a quag-
mireof corruption and lawlessness. There are reasons to
suspect that the stark deterioration in the state of affairs

has more than the tacit complicity of the government.
The plan to bring forward the budget in order to win
popularity is not only cynical but also an attempt to cam-
ouflage the government’s non-performance. The
promise of gifts thus stands in the way of a fair verdict
on the government’s performance. Populism as vote get-
ter not only mocks at the democratic system but is also a
huge drain on the exchequer. It is an evil which has gone
unchecked for too long. The EC’s model code of conduct
seeks to curtai} this evil. What is significant is that the
EC is eager to implement the code of conduct. This is
bound to put the RJD on the back foot. But that should
not bother the EC. Its sole concern should be the holding
of free and fair elections. The plan to buy votes through
promises does not fall within the definition of fair polls.
The EC seems to be the only institution eager to uphold

some codes of behaviour in India’s most lawless state.

AN EXPRESS
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fKrishna Murth

HT Correspondent \/\ D\
New Delhi, January 12 .
\
MR T S. Krishna Murthy,
Secretary in the Department of
Company Affairs, has been
appointed the Election
Commissioner (EC). He succeeds
Mr G.V.G. Krishnamurthy, who
retired in September last year.
According to a Law Ministry
spokesman, his appointment was
cleared by President KR.
Narayanan after a proposal to this
effect was sent to him by the gov-
ernment. His appointment would
come into effect from the day he
assumed chagge in the EC.
An IndrAin Revenue Service

\

(Income Tax) officer of the 1963
batch, Mr Murthy was due to
retire from his present post on

- May 31, 2000. He will enjoy a term

of more than five years in the
Commission as the EC has a term
of six years or till he or she
attained the age of 65 years
whichever came first.

After completing the Bachelor's
degree of law from the University
of Madras, Mr Krishna Murthy
had obtained a degree in Fiscal
Study from the United Kingdom.

He has held several important
positions before he was appointed
Secretary to the Department of
Company Affairs. He was
Additional Secretarv to the

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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y appointed EC

Department of Expenditure in the
Ministry of Finance, Chief
Commissioner of Income-Tax,
Mumbai, and DG of Income-Tax
and held other offices. Talking to
The Hindustan Times', Mr Murthy
confirmed he had received orders
regarding his new appointment
today and he would be joining
only towards end of this month.
Speculations were rife over the
likely candidate to fill this slot
eversince Mr Krishnamurthy
retired. Apart from Mr Murthy,
other names in circulation were
ir Singh, Secretary,
Department and




EC: George, 9
other MPs no

longer Samata
office- lggaarers

let
HT Correspondent @ i In its order the EC cited clause ’
New Delhi, January 20

N A major setback to ‘}he
ISamata Party in the run-up to

the Bihar Assembly polls, the
Election Commission today dere-
cognised Mr George Fernandes
and nine other MPs of the party as
its office-bearers. According to it,
all these MPs are members of the
Janata Dal (U) as per the
Commission's records.

The upshot of the decision is that
none of the 10 Samata office-bear-
ers can sign the authorisation
forms 'A' and 'B' for allotting party
tickets to nominees for next
month's Assembly polls in Bihar
and three other states.

The EC ruling came in the wake
of "contradictory" letters __
and affidavits submitted |
by the Samata Party late-
ly regarding its exact sta-
tus. The party had sub-
mitted its list of office-
bearers to the
Commission two days
back.

In its six-page order,
the EC, however,
affirmed  that  the
Samata Party was a recognised
party, enjoying the privileges
under the Symbol Order. The
Commission said it only wanted to
ensure that Forms A and B were
signed by an authorised office-
bearer of the party, other than the
10 derecognised by it today.

This would imply that the party
could nominate an office-bearer
(outside the 10) to issue the crucial
forms for party symbol. Normally,
the power on this count is vested in
the party president - Mr
Fernandes, in this case. But he
stands derecognised by the EC
order.

There was no immediate word
from the Samata Party as to how it
proposed to deal with the situation
thrown up by today's develop-
ments.

V of the Samata Party constitution,
stating "unambiguously” that none
of its primary members could be a ~
member of another political party
and only those fulfilling conditions
under this clause will be eligible to
be its office-bearers.

It pointed out that Mr Fernandes
and the other nine office-bearers
were all MPs, belonging to JD(U)
as per the EC records. As such,
they cannot hold any office in
Samata Party, leave alone becom-
ing either its president or a mem-
ber of the national executive.

The Commission rejected the
Samata Party's argument that
three affidavits filed by Mys
George Fernandes, Manjay Lal
and Capt Jainarain Prasad Nishad,
affirming that they were
only the JD(U) mem-
bers, were "unauthoris-
edly" notarised by some
persons.

The EC ruled that it
has no option but to take
these affidavits on their
"legal face value”. It was
for the party and the
persons concerned to
take appropriate action
under law for this alleged breach
of trust and faith more so when
none of the persons concerned
have -repudiated their claims
before it.

The EC while agreeing to the
Samata Party's contention that it
has not merged with the JD(U)
and is still a separate entity, said
that it is eligible to contest elec-
tions as a separate political party
under the Symbols Order.

However, the EC was in total dis-
agreement with the their con-
tention that the affiliation of its
Lok Sabha members elected on
JD(U) ticket has no bearing on
their position in the Samata Party
and that it should not be construed
adversely in relation to the persons
contesting Assembly elections on
the party's ticket.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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By our S AXial Correspondent
3

NEW DELHI, JAN.22. The Congress(I)
today announced its candidates
for the 108 constituencies of
South Bihar, which go to the polls
in the first phase on February 12.
In keeping with Mrs. Sonia Gand-
hi’s wish to give a new profile to
the party, by fielding fresh faces
and younger candidates, little
over 23 per cent of the nominees
are under 40 years of age.

Of the 108 seats in the Jhark-
hand area, 40 are reserved for the
SC/STs. Fifty per cent of the tick-
ets have, therefore, been given to
candidates belonging to the OBC,

SC and ST. The party’s Central
Election Committee cleared the
first list this afternoon after sever-
al meetings over the past three
days.

Prominent among the nomi-
nees are the Congress(I) Legisla-
ture Party leader, Mr. Ramashray
Prasad Singh, former PCC(I) pres-
ident Dr. Sarfaraz Ahmed, two of
the recently appointed BPCC(I)
working presidents, Mr. Furkan
Ansari and Prof. Ram Jatan Sinha,
and the former president of the
Jharkhand Regional Congress(I)
Committee, Mrs. Sushila Kerket-
ta. Despite Mrs. Gandhi’s report-

THE HINDU
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»\@q\%\wCong.(l) releases first list, .o

ed interest in fielding a greater
number of women candidates,
only six women figure in the list -
a mere 5.6 per cent of the total.
One candidate for the Masaurhi
seat, is yet to bd finalised.

Sources said that the PCC(D)
chief, Mr. Sadanand Singh, had
been asked to clarify some points,
adding that the seat had been
“earmarked” for a woman candi-
date.

Mr. Devipada Upadhyay (for-
merly of the CPI) and Mr. Hari
Ram Sardar (formerly of the IMM-
S), who joined the Congress(l) five
days ago, have been given tickets.



~_—"BJD, INLD CONCEDE FEWER SEATS

BJP reaches deal
on Orissa, Haryana

By Our Special Correspondent H O/ ! among the leaders of the NDA at the residence of B’Tc/
Union Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, on Fri- |
day night and the talks were continuing at the resi- |
dence of the Defence Minister, Mr. George |
5 Fernandes, as the Finance Minister had to leave for |
nally something to cheer about. lh Davos to attend the meeting of the World Economic '
After a great deal of haggling the par as suc-  Forum. i
ceeded in managing an agreement with the Biju Ja- A senior leader of the BJP claimed here that of the |
nata Dal in Orissa and the Indian NationallLok Dalin 324 seats in Bihar, there was complete agreement }
Haryana. Thanks to tough bargaining by the regional  among the NDA allies on 205 seats. Of the remaining
allies, the BJP had to sett]e for fewer seats than ithad  geats 22 are considered to be strongholds of the op-

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. The BJP which has been engaged
in a tug of war with its allies in the last few weeks
over seat-sharing for the Assembly elections has fi-

hoped to contest. - e position combine and none of the constituents of
As per the agreement late on Friday night between  the NDA are keen on staking their claim for these.
the Biju Janata Dal and the BJP, the BJD would con- That leaves 97 seats for which talks were on to

test 84 seats and the BJP the remaining 63. The for- resolve differences. In 56 of these, there are rival

mula is a repeat of the agreement between the two  claims by two parties and after marathon negotia-

parties at the time of the Lok Sabha elections in tions differences have been narrowed down on 51

October. While the BJD confested 12 Lok Sabha seats. In 41 seats most of the NDA partners are stak-

seats, the BJP had contested seven seats. ing their claim as they are considered ‘sure seats.
In Orissa the BJP had pitched its demand for 50

per cent of the share and brought it down to 70 seats cong_ releases Bihar

but the BJD took a tough stand and insisted on being A

the dominant partner. State leaders of the BJP in second "st
Orissa are not happy with the agreement but the

central leaders are confident that everything will be By Our Special Correspondent

sorted out in the next few days. NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. The Congress(l) today released its
The INLD president and the Haryana Chief Minis-  candidates list for the sec%nd phase gf polling in
ter, Mr. Om Prakash Chauthala and the Union Par-  gjpar. Among the 108 nominees are the State PCC
liamentary Affairs Minister, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,  chjef, Mr. Sadanand Singh (from Kahalgaon), and
were engaged in hectic parleys till the wee hours of  gevera] former Ministers of State such as Mr. Krish-
Friday and they appear to have clinched the deal 4404 Jha, Mr. Surendra Prasad Tarun, Mr. Vijay
though the state unit leaders of BJP are fuming over Shankar Dubey and Ms. Uma Pandey. ’
what they term as ‘sell-out’ by the high command. The last date for filing nominations for the second
Ihg BJP was insisting on contesting 35 of the 90 phase is January 31. Only nine women figure in the
seats in Haryana but the INLD js not willing to con-  [ist announced today. In the first phase list (of 107
cede more than 28 seats. There is a possibility of the  candidates, released last week), only six women
INLD conceding a couple of more seats and the cen-  found a place.
tral leadership of the BJP appears inclined to accept Of the 324 constituencies in Bihar, the party has so
the offer. The scene with regard to Bihar where the  far finalised 215 candidates for the first and second
nomination for the second phase of election in the phases on February 12 and 17. The remaining 109
state is to end on Monday continues to be hazy npominees, mainly for the third and last phase on
though the BJP Jeaders claimed here today that the February 22, are likely to be announced next week as
differences among the' alllgs of the NDA have nar-  the last date for filing nominations is February 3.
rowed down ‘substantially’. The first phase is mainly in south Bihar, whiie the
The BJP general secretary, Mr. M. Venkaiah Nagieht;™ second is largely in central Bihae-~TTe last phase wjll-
told rep}grs here today that there was eeting  cover north Bihar. //ﬂ
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