India’s Twin Revoﬁ(tion

Upbeat in Reforms & Unsung in Education

E nineties have brought
sweeping and exhaustively
analysed economic changes to India
— liberalisation of the babu-neta
raj, greater openness to the
world, booming and volatile
stockmarkets, and the beginnings of
an infotech revolution.

Amidst the clamour, however,
some astonishing trends on a hugely
important facet of economic
development have slipped by almost
unnoticed; the performance of
different Indian states in enabling
their people to read and write.
Perhaps an even greater omission
from the public sphere has been
discussion of why exactly this yard-
stick of performance is considered
economically important.

First and foremost, education is
the most valuable consumption
good that there is, immeasurably en-
riching the lives of those it touches.
But economists are more interested
in education as an investment good,
partly because it is easier to measure
in this avatar. And they have found
that education is an investment par
excellence. That is to say, the costs in-
curred during education are a pit-
tance compared to the consequent
increase in one’s expected lifetime
earnings. This characteristic of edu-
cation has led economists to coin the
unattractive phrase “human capital”
to refer to a country’s stock of
educated workers.

High returns to human capital
mean that for an individual, acquir-
ing an education, even a rudimenta-
ry one, makes excellent sense. From
the point of view of society, the gains
are greater still, because the educa-
tion of a single person confers bene-
fits on the society within which she
lives. To take a simple example, if a
scientist’s creativity is enhanced by
intellectual discussion with her col-
leagues, then this enhanced creativi-
ty on her part is an unintended but
beneficial side effect of investments
in education by her peers.

How the gains from education
feed into economic growth is a ques-
tion that has long exercised some of
the finest minds in the social sci-
ences, including the Nobel laureates
Kenneth Arrow and Robert Lucas.
One typical answer is to note that
ever since the “Malthusian era” pre-
ceding Britain’s industrial revolu-
tion, worldwide economic progress
has been largely propelled by ad-
vances in science and technology.
The railways shrunk the world, me-
chanical engines put it to work, elec-
tricity lit it up; enthusiasts claim that
the Internet will achieve compara-
ble miracles. Each of these events re-
quired basic scientific insight fol-
lowed by technological and com-
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mercial innovation. That is, they re\

quired the ability of educated indi-
viduals to invent and innovate.

But the evidence shows that
nowadays most scientific break-
throughs and technological ad-
vances occur overwhelmingly in a
handful of already rich countries.
Nonetheless, human capital in de-
veloping countries plays an indis-
pensable role in imitating products
and processes invented in the North.
It is by now part of economic
folklore how Japan and the Asian
Tigers achieved historically un-
precedented rates of growth largely
through imitation and a skilled
workforce to make the new indus-
tries commercially viable; it is strik-
ing how far superior literacy rates in
Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
were to India’s at midcentury.

It is relatively recently that study
after study has attempted to empiri-
cally establish the contribution of
human capital to economic growth.
The evidence is largely positive;

IN BRIEF =

* Recent NSS surveys show
that there have been huge
advances in literacy in the
nineties

¢ The Hindi heartland and the
Northeast have achieved
considerable progress

¢ This development may be as
economically important as
liberalisation, although it is
largely unsung

¢ Education enables develop-
ing countries to take maxi-
mum advantage of a liberal
economic order

when one examines a large sample
of countries over a period of a few
decades, it is found that better edu-
cated countries not only enjoy high-
er levels of per capita income, but
also grow faster. Nor is this all. While
foreign direct investment, efficient
capital markets and an active trade
regime may be thought to be inde-
pendently beneficial to growth, they
are found to be disproportionately
beneficial in those countries which
have large stocks of human capital.
This is an important finding, because
it shows that economic liberalisation

_ and public action in the so-called so-

cial sectors (of the type long advo-
cated by Amartya Sen) are not sub-
stitutes but complements; a healthy
and well educated workforce is es-
sential to realising the fullest bene-
fits of enhanced economic freedom.

t is in this context that one should
exdamine India’s progress in the edu-
cational sphere, which for the most
part, makes depressing reading. Qur
last census was conducted in 1991,
and showed that the countrywide
literacy rate was 52 per cent. This
figure masked enormous regional
disparities; while Kerala enjoyed
first-world standards of literacy,
Bihar lagged far behind at a miser-
able 38 per cent.

But the latest figures available,
which come from NSS sample sur-
veys for the year 1996, tell a remark-
able story. The countrywide literacy
rate has shot up to 62 per cent, an in-
crease, in five years, that is greater
than any decadal progress that has
occurred since the genesis of reason-
ably reliable data. Even more aston-
ishingly, some of the most benighted
components of the Hindi heartland
are star performers; Rajasthan, for
instance, achieved a jump of ten per-
centage points and Madhya Pradesh
of eight. The Northeast is in the van-
guard of improved literacy and ap-
pears to be snapping at Kerala’s
heels; literacy rates in Assam, Ma-
nipur and Tripura are 73 per cent, 68
per cent and 76 per cent respectively.
Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra
log in at 71 per cent. These statistics
add up to nothing short of an unsung
transformation in literacy.

Of course, there are the usual
grounds for skepticism. NSS statisti-
cians of necessity follow a different
methodology from the census-wal-
lahs, so one might worry that the two
sets of figures are not strictly compa-
rable. More fundamentally, it is not
clear that human capital is best mea-
sured by aggregate yardsticks like
the literacy rate, especially in India,
where the requirements for being
classified as literate are not particu-
larly onerous. Finally, there is so
much that still needs doing, especial-
ly in terms of redressing regional
and gender inequalities in educa-
tion, that self-congratulation is de-
cidedly premature. In Bihar and Ra-
jasthan, for example, female literacy
in 1996 was less than a third.

But put aside skepticism for a mo-
ment. Literacy rates are probably
the most useful single measure that
we have available to us. And the
NSS sample surveys are a more
scientific gauge of current condi-
tions than a simple projection from
1991 census figures (which is what
the recently released Human
Development Report of the UN
seems to have used). So there are
grounds for guarded optimism, and
those with an interest in these
matters should await the census of
2001 with bated breath. .
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/Talibanisation of tegv%ggglé’
THE STUDY of history might once again hi¥the cehtrestage of

Indian politics. And predictably, it is the Sangh parivar which is
at the centre of this controversy. As reported in this newspaper,
thousands of Rashtriya Swayam Sewak schools are teaching a
brand of history, especially where it concerns the Babri masjid
demolition and the minorities, which does not always apply
either an objective methodology or a factual historical para-
digm. Instead, it is loaded with crass communal overtones,
Clearly, the sole purpose of this reinterpretation of historical
facts is to indoctrinate and poison young minds with a preju-
diced vision of the past. X\/‘,\ff\z

For instance, the textbook curriculum’ of the
Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan, which is affiliated with the
RSS, has claimed that the Babri masjid was not a\mosque
because Muslims “have never till today offered namaaz there”.
Other fantastic revelations state that from 1528 to 1914, 350,000
“devotees of Lord Ram have laid down their lives to liberate
the Rr~ temple” and that foreigners invaded Sri
Ramjans.  hoomi not less then 77 times. In terms of the con-
temporgn  sistory of modern India, the textbooks state that
November 2, 1990, will be inscribed in black letters “because on
that day the then Chief Minister, by ordering the police to shoot
unarmed kar sevaks, massacred hundreds of them,” All this, of
course, is complete nonsense — packed with lies and untruths,

The National Steering Committee for Text Book Evaluations
has expressed its concern over the use of “blatantly communal”
writings in the series “Sanskrit Jnan” in the Vidya Bharati
schools., This is a dangerous trend because it tries to compel
young minds to deny the pluralist character of Indian society
and create a mindset in which minority communities become
targets of hate. The RSS should realise that in its great zeal to
rewrite history, it often looks like the mirror-image of the
Taliban. The fundamentalist outfits in Pakistan and Afghanistan
have brainwashed an entire generation of young people through
their madarsas, with hatred, dogmatism and violence as their
raison d’etre, The RSS seems to be following in their footsteps.

Young people come to schools with faith and innocence. Tlgey
believe their textbaoks to be the final repository of truth.
Hence, no school, run by any institution, private or governmen-
tal, should be allowed to use communal or sectarian propagan-
da. To poison the minds of the young is the equivalent of cul-
tural genocide — you destroy not just an education, but an
entire culture. Murli Manohar Joshi’s HRD Ministry must
move quickly to remove the poison from our schools. And as for
the RSS — if Mr Sudarshan does not want to go down in histo-
ry as the knicker-clad Ayatollah Khomeini of India — it should
disown the books and the mindset that produced them. Nobody
has the right to turn India into the Taliban’s Afghanistan.
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hysical capital and labour
are not the only factors,
which promote the growth
of per capita income of a
country. It is now fairly
well established that a third factor,
broadly termed as “human capi-
tal”” is equally important for
growth. To put it in a simple fash-
ion, human capital is nothing but
the quality of the population, in
particular, the working population.
Quality, in the present context, it
would mean how skilled, trained,
efficient and productive the coun-
try’s labour force is.
The level of education in a society is
often taken as a measure of the qual-
ity of the population, and hence that
of human capital. Changes in school
enrolment rates, both at the primary
as well as the secondary levels are
taken as indicators of the progress
of literacy and education (and
hence, the accumulation of human
capital) in a society. The purpose of
this article is to argue that school
enrolment rates are very misleading
indicators of the progress of educa-
tion in India in particular and South
Asia in general.
It is common to infer from a rise in
enrolment rates that the level of
human capital is also rising. In
India, school enrolment rate has
risen steadily from 0.11 to 0.69
between 1960 and 1995. But a look
t certain related numbers, will tell

~nat we cannot afford to rest on our

laurels. In fact, far from it, if one
were to compare these numbers
with, say, East Asia and the OECD
countries.

First, the pupil to teacher ratio in
primary schools in South Asia (data
are available for India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka only) has

School enrolment rates are very misleading indicators of the
progress of education in India, argues Basudeb Guha-Khasnobls

risen during the same
period from 37 to 44. In
India alone, the rate has
risen from 46 to 60. In
East Asia, the same ratio
fell from 35 to 26. It

countries raised it by
two and a half times.
In South Asia, while
the rise is marginal,
there is no compari-
son of the absolute

means that at present,  pacifia 1970 5502 gg 0 6 numbers! The fourth
there is a primary 1980 9737 24 "4 10 column shows the
teacher for every 26 | 1990 10665 29 4 13 ratio of primary
pupil in East Asia, South Asia 1960 2521 41 - - school salary to per
whereas in South Asia, 1970 3313 36 21 ~ . capita GDP. Crudely
at least 44 pupils are 1980 2723 20 18 80 speaking, it is an indi-
assigned to a single 1990 3507 2'5 9 44  cator of the relative_
teacher. The South ; well being of primary
Asian average could be 1960 10428 1.9 - - . school teachers com-
even worse but for the 1970 19887 23 S 7 pared to the average
progress made by Sri 1980 24765 %-4 g 2 . person. This ratio has
Lanka, where the ratio

has fallen from 31 to 28
during 1960-95. In India, with more
than double the number of pupils
per teacher compared to East Asia,
the quality of the education impart-
ed to them has to suffer. Obviously,
there are not enough primary school
teachers available in the country.

The amount spent on a pupil in pri-
mary school is $154 (PPP adjusted
1985 international dollars) in South
Asia, 494 in East Asia and a massive
2699 in OECD countries. This
expenditure as a percentage of per
capita GDP has fallen only in South
Asia and risen elsewhere.

The discrepancies in the secondary
schooling data are less acute, but
they are still very large. For exam-
Ple, the ratio of secondary spending
per pupil to per capita GDP has fall-
en in South Asia from 0.36 to 0.12,
while it has increased in OECD
countries from 0.13 to 0.20.

The accompanying Table presents

some statistics that partially explain
the causes behind the inadequacy,
particularly the high pupil-teacher
ratios, of primary and secondary
schooling in South Asia as well as
some of the direct consequences.
The causes include low salaries in
absolute terms and in relation to the
rest of he economy. The conse-
quences can be broadly divided into
two categories. The first is the con-
sequence of high pupil-teacher
ratios reflected in high repeater
rates. The second is the consequence
of low national spending on primary
education, which contributes direct-
ly and indirectly to high dropout
rates.

The third column in the Table
shows the comparative salaries of
primary school teachers (again, in
PPP  adjusted 1985 dollars).
Between 1960 and 1990 East Asia
raised it threefold, while OECD

been stagnant in East
Asia and has gone up
from 1.9 to 2.2 in OECD countries.

Thus, in OECD countries, primary
school teachers have been progres-
sively better off between 1960-90
than the average person. In South
Asia, the ratio has fallen substantial-
ly from 4.1 to 2.5. Clearly, the caus-
es behind the inadequate provision
of primary education in South Asia
are abysmally low salaries, which is
one of the direct consequence of the
low government spending in this
category.

Some of the negative effects of low
spending and high pupil-teacher
ratios are apparent from the Table.
The repeater rate in primary
schools is the highest in South Asia.
1t is three times the rate in OECD
countries and twice that of East
Asia. The high pupil-teacher ratio
deprives students of individual or
special attention. It is only reason-
able to guess that repeating by at

The Economic Tiue.
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t some of the students could
have been avoided if such attention
were available. Repeater rates not
only indicate poor training, they also
imply waste of resources. Dropout
rates are also the highest in this
region. Dropout rates are particular-
ly significant, because they measure
‘net enrolment’ rates, which should
be taken as the true indicator of the
progress of literacy. For example, if
the enrolment rate is 0.69, with a
dropout rate of 0.44, the net enrol-
ment rate is only 0.30. This is the
figure that matters for the progress
of literacy or the accumulation of
human capital.

Jwo factors cause such high
dropout rates. First, the high pupil-
teacher ratios make schools an unin-
spiring experience for children.
Second, many children, particularly
in rural South Asia, have to forgo
work (hence, income) to go to school.
Unless such losses. are at least par-
tially compensated, it is simply
impossible for these children to
attend school. The current low
spending on schooling makes such
compensation impossible.

It is clear that high family incomes

are positively associated with high
schooling levels. Obviously, the
causality between the two can run
both ways. That is, on the one hand,
only countries with high income lev-
els can afford more years of school-
ing for their children. On the other,
high average years of schooling in a
country improves the quality of the
labour force, raises GDP and ulti-
mately raises family income levels.
Thus, to eradicate poverty, there is
no substitute for higher levels of
schooling.

The aathor is profwsor at ICRIER
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/~Development and goal-setting — 1

Q/\r\/ By Nirupam Bajpai & Jeffrey D. Sachs

ILE PRESENTING the

Union Budget for 2000-01,

the Finance Minister, Mr.

Yashwant Sinha, said, “I pro-

pose to put India on a sustained, equi-
table and job creating growth path of 7 to

8 per cent a year to banish the scourage of
| poverty from our land within a decade.
The next 10 years will be India’s decade of
development.” We concur that India has
a chance for a tremendous breakthrough
in economic development during this
decade. The political system is more than
ever in consensus about the basic direc-
tion of reforms. The current Government
enjoys a streng electoral mandate. A dec-
ade of opening of the economy has pro-
duced new dynamism, most dramatically
in the information technology (IT) sector
but in others as well. The world is waking
up to India’s crucial role as the largest
democracy and as a dynamic economy, if
still a low-income one on average. The
new technologies (especially IT and bio-
technology) give new opportunities for
economic and social development.

All of these positive realities suggest
that the Prime Minister should announce
specific national goals of development.
These will help to galvanise public opin-
ion in support of the objectives of devel-
opment, provide a gauge against which to
judge the progress of policies, and help
the world community to appreciate the
efforts under way, and support them
through increased foreign investment.
The goals would be akin to the “New
Deal” announced in the 1930s in the
United States: a rallying cry for the public,
and a political base for the reforms.

In this regard, we suggest at least two
broad goals that the government of India
may like to set for itself: First, by the year
2010, the per capita income of India
would be doubled. Income doubling
within a decade requires annual growth
in per capita income of 7 per cent. Sec-
ond, by 2010, there would be universal-
isation of education until Class VIII, with
a special effort for girls and disadvan-
taged groups. Additional targets could
well be set regarding health conditions
and access to basic services, such as san-
itation, clean water, power, and so on,
particularly in rural India.

With regard to education, the U. S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, announced

national goals along these lines in his
State of The Union Address on January
27, 2000. Since the U.S. is often portrayed
as a free-market society with very limited
Government in the domestic sphere, it
might be supposed that the Government
would shy away from specific domestic
goals as smacking too much of “central
planning”. To the contrary, the Presi-
dent’s speech offers a big vision of Amer-
ican society in the 21st century. The
address is filled with goals relating to edu-
cation, public health, commitments to
eliminate child poverty, widespread use
of the Internet, more resources for sci-
ence and technology, and disease control,
and so on. It sets broad goals, and ex-

other policies, all with a clear focus
inclusion of girls and other traditional
disadvantaged groups. The economic an
social returns from such an initiativ
would be huge.

(2) Aggressive public health campaign
to address major infectious diseases
(pneumonia, diarrheal diseases, malaria)
and especially the incipient AIDS epi-
demic, which now threatens India.

(3) Enhanced family planning policies,
to limit the growth of India’s population
to below current projection (e.g. the U.N.
forecast of 1.5 billion population by
2050).

(4) Completion of economic reform
agenda. There are several remaining pri-

e

India needs a revolution in education aimed,
finally, at literacy for all.

plains how they can be met. In many
places, it literally calls on the individual
States to meet certain performance stan-
dards as in education, reflecting the fact
that the U.S. like India has a federal struc-
ture in which the Central Government
may set goals, while the implementation
rests mainly with the states.

In the Indian context, comparably bold
but achievable goals should be enunciat-
ed. India too needs a revolution in educa-
tion, aimed — finally — at literacy for all,
and a high-level of school attendance for
all children in its vast and differentiated
society. And as Mr. Clinton enunciated
goals in health, technology, economics
and other areas, so too are comparable
goals necessary, and achievable, in the
Indian context. To make the first decade
of the 21st century a true ‘‘decade of de-
velopment” will require a broad-based
programme of economic and social ac-
tions. These actions will have to be broad-
based, requiring new approaches and leg-
islative reforms in many areas of public
policy. We summarise ten main areas of
reform as follows:

(1) Universal literacy, based on nation-
al goals, backed by coordinated actions of
the Central and State Governments. Uni-
versal literacy could be achieved through
creative mobilisation of new IT ap-
proaches, better school attendance, and
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orities of economic reform, including, re-
duction of fiscal deficits, export
promotion and improved infrastructure.

(5) Political decentralisation. Efficiency
and dynamism will require the transfer of
more power to States and local govern-
ments, and more democratisation at the
local level. Dynamic metropolitan areas
(built around major cities) will constitute
the main engines of growth for India in
the coming decades. These urban areas
will need taxation and regulatory powers
to be effective in supporting the business
and social environment.

(6) Enhanced global role for India. In-
dia should assert a greater leadership role
in various venues, including the G-20, fu-
ture international summits between de-
veloped and developing countries, the
International Monetary Fund, World
Bank, World Trade Organisation, and the
World Health Organisation. Being the
world’s largest democracy, and a leader of
the interests of developing nations, it is
essential that India play a significant role
in the functioning of, and deliberations
at, these international organisations.

(7) Commitment to IT backbone. India
should sponsor programmes and reforms
to encourage universal telephony and In-
ternet access in all villages in India, as
part of the national campaigns in literacy,
health, and economic development.

Physical infrastructure for data transmis-
sion within India (e.g. optic fibre cables)
remains underdeveloped despite some
recent progress.

(8) Strengthening of economic, cultur-
al, financial, investment, scientific ties
with overseas Indian communities. The
Indian diaspora, in the U.S,, Europe, Afri-
ca, and Asia, constitutes a vital economic
and cultural treasure for India. Non-resi-
dent Indians can play a critical role in
trade, finance, technology transfer, busi-
ness competition, and culture. The NRIs
from the Silicon Valley, for example,
should be mobilised to help India reap
the enormous benefits of the on-going IT
revolution.

(9) Strengthening science and technol-
ogy in India's development Policies. India
can become one of the centres for global
science. This is especially important since
India faces a range of challenges (in
health, environment, agriculture, and
power) where the technologies of the
U.S., Europe, and Japan, are not appro-
priate, at least not without further R&D.
The Government of India should there-
fore sponsor high-level science councils,
pay greater attention to University-indus-
try links in technology, and provide much
greater funding for science institutes in
public health, environment, and agricul-
ture.

(10) Major commitment to higher edu-
cation. India’s universities should serve
as a core to a knowledge-based develop-
ment strategy. The IITs are already world
class, and must be nurtured further. A dy-
namic university sector, built on private
and public institutions, and much deeper
links with U.S., European, and Asian uni-
versities outside of India should be fos-
tered. With regard to the international
linkages, there can be encouragement of
partnership programmes between Indian
and foreign universities, as well as stu-
dent and faculty exchanges, and use of IT
for distance learning. Also, the Govern-
ment should foster closer university-
business relations, and should create tax
incentives for charitable contributions.

(The writers are respectively, Director of the
India Program at the Center for Interna-
tional Development (CID), Harvard Univer-
sity, and the Director of CID and Galen L.
Stone Professor of International Trade at
Harvard University.)
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CALCUTTA, May 16.
Studying in universities may
never be the same in West
Bengal if a set of proposals
made by a Jadavpur Univer-
sity-constituted committee
meet with the authorities’
approval.

Documents with The
Statesman indicate that JU is
on its way to becoming the first
university in the state to ask
students to bear a significant
part of their educational
expenses.

And the jump proposed by the
committee is quite steep: stu-
dents, on an average, may have
to shell out at least 10 times
the amount they are paying
now to do their under-graduate
or post-graduate studies.

The committee — to look into
ways to “rationalise” the fee-
structure — was set up in
March this year. The report it
has prepared, a copy of which
is with The Statesman, is now
awaiting discussion by the JU
executive council, the universi-
ty’s highest declslon making

body.

If the executive council rati-
fies the committee’s decision —
which, officials say, is the like-
ly outcome — the tuition fees
for under-graduate arts, sci-
ence and engineering students
will jump to Rs 200 from the
present figure of about Rs 20.

Post-graduate arts and sci-
ence students will have to pay
a similar amount every month

Session charge — Rs 50
evening students)

for employed students)

h mtxon fee for PG Engineering — 300
W Monthly lab charge for UG Engineering — Rs 100 (Rs 200 for
8 Monthly lab charge for UG and PG Science — Rs 50 (Rs 100

M One-time admission fee — Rs 500
8 Examination fee for every semester — Rs 100

costs
nvnrossed its inabilitv to faaot,

gh the nose at Iadav'ur varsity |

and post-graduate engineering
students will have to pay Rs
300.

And, for the first time, a dis-
tinction has been made
between employed and unem-
ployed students: under-gradu-
ate and post-graduate Science
students who opt for the
evening course and are
employed will have to pay Rs
400 every month instead of Rs
200.

Besides this steep one-time
hike, students will have to pay
anything between Rs 1,250 and
Rs 2,450 more — depending on
their subject — every year on
account of session fees and
examination and admission
charges if the council goes
ahead with the committee’s
proposals,

But 15 per cent of students —
whose monthly income is less
than Rs 4,000 — will get full
scholarship and 10 per cent
will get half-scholarship.

Though senior officials insist
on record that the hike is just
a “proposal”, they feel that
the university — hamstrung
by decreasing grants from
the state government for teach-
ing and research — may have
to go along with the proposals
if it wants to maintain
the quality of education it
imparts.

The university spent Rs 45.5
crore in the last financial year;
Rs 37 crore alone went to meet-
ing employees’ salary. And its
earnings from students’ fees
and consultancy fees from the
industry came to only Rs 42
lakh, university records avail-
able with The Statesman
reveal.

The state government’s
grants for research and other
educational purposes, however,
came down marginally from Rs
2.52 crore in 1998-99 to Rs 2.34
crore in the last financial year

despite an all-round increase in

And it has alg
the "bill” for JU's evening cours-
es, officials say.

Faced with this situation of
“steadily-declining” govern-
ment grants, the only way out
for JU — according to the com-
mittee’s confidential report —
is to “raise its own resources if
it is to maintain a high stan-
dard of education and
research”.

Most students of the Science
and Engineering faculties and
teachers, however, have
expressed their displeasure

- against the decigion to “bur-

den” students. “University edu-
cation does not belong to the
private sector. How can the
state government wash its
hands off the matter?” the
Faculty of Engineering and
Technological Students’ Union
has asked.

The Jadavpur University
Teachers’ Association is sore on
another point: it feels that the
authorities want to bypass
them. “Both JUTA members on
the committee did not attend
any meeting because of their
ongoing agitation. Shouldn’t
the authorities consult teachers
before taking this very impor-
tant decision?” Mr Tarun
Naskar, JUTA general secre-
tary, has asked.

Mr Rajat Bandyopadhyay,
university registrar, however,
insisted that teachers would
not be bypassed. “The final
decision will be taken after con-
sulting everyone, including
non-teaching staff,” he said.
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gO{R SOUTH Asian countries -
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and
Nepal - account for the largest
number of out-of-school girls and
illiterate women. This fact was
brought to light here by
UNESCO's representative in
India, Prot. Moegiadi, today.

Addressing a national worksRop
on "State Policies on Incent:
Schemes in Primary Schools and
their Contribution to Girls'
Participation”, jointly organised by
NCERT and UNESCO, he said,
"Though progress has been made,
we are all aware that according to
the 1991 census of India, we have
50.2 per cent literacy, and now,

24\5

we have, 64 per cent literacy rate.
It is estimated that in ngaf future,
it can be 70-80 percept”

He said it is a worldwide trend to_
invest more resdurces to educate
children, at }ast till basic educa-

ies in the world give educa-
top priority and give special
ttention in the national develop-
ment plan as part of the overall
national strategy. He said some
researches had revealed that edu-
cating girls and women brings a lot
of benefits, increase family income
and result in late marriages.

Early marriages disturb the
school environment and also dis-
turb retention of children in

nations b%xgﬂgt

le illiteracy

2/] according to the latest information

school, he said.

Prof. Moegiadi said that after a
discussion with NCERT, UNESCO
has agreed to give at least four
incentives - mid-day meals, free
uniform, free testbooks and atten-
dance scholarship - for girls, and
see the impact of these indepen-
dent variables on enrolments, not
only to attract girls but also to
retain them in schools till they
reach the graduation stage.

The girl's participation at the pri-
mary stage is known to be low and
has been of concern of the policy
makers and educational adminis-
trators, who have been always
looking forward for related infor-
mation so that the same is utilized
to help in resolving the stated
problems.
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_KEDEFINING HITLER
T 15> Gujarat textbooks glorify t2 S@QA\

CHILDREN all over India are taught t}a of democ-
racy and the dangers of fascism and Nazism — except
those in Gujarat, thanks to NCERT and the Gujarat State
Education Board. Their history texthooks glorify ideologies
which generate strong national pride and efficient administra-
tion. The textbooks are silent on the violent treatment of
minorities and ethnic cleansing they advocated. Hitler is
described as a nationalist who lent dignity and prestige to the
German goveruinent. The holocaust is described merely as
opposition to the Jewish people. The RSS has always admired
Hitler sc¢ mhm. so that their ideologue Golwalkar advocated
copying Hit olicy towards Jews in India with reference to
nomn Hii:t e 0 mte a strong Hindu “rashtra”. It is not sur-
prising thei vhat ai opportunity has been grasped to influence
textbooks I'he Sangh Parivar has defined fascism as an ideol-
ogy o be adinired and emulated.
i With aix K55S apparatchik as HRD minister in Gujarat the
urcumstd“cc are right to put into action a long term aim — to
change histoiy taught in schools. Apart from the redefinition
of fascisni. Nazisin and secularism, the RSS aims to wipe out
the negat.ve uniage of the Sangh, part1cu1a1 ly its non-coopera-
tion in the freedom struggle and Nathuram Godse’s links with
their orguaisation. These are the two millstones around its
neck that the RSS would like to shed. Another change is to
deny the role of Mughal rule in the evolution of the country.
Muslim rulers are referred to as temple-razing barbarians, the |
religious tolerance epitomised by Akbar, or the sophistication
of culture is entively forgotten. Rajput rulers are glorified as
patriots and their treachery ignored. Changing textbooks is
one part of the R55's attack on history. The harassment of
well--reputod academics who do not share their world view, as
seen in the “Towards Freedom” controversy, is another prong
of the sare strategy. The RSS want to brainwash children. If
Lhis Qiuage sus : not checked quickly and reversed, the
v consider Hitler a freedom fighter and the

Meat goeiicl it

Mahatma. a cowaid.
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- History in its true colours

A

he red-rag-and-jull tale has as-

sumed interestihg Aew hues in

India today. Saffron pakes some

see red, just as saffronjtes see red
in red. There may-be other coldurs in the
fray too, but these are the primaries, bat-
tling for control of our culture. Ifone con-
siders oneself a politically conscious citi-
zen, it seems almost impossible to exist
now without pledging allegiance to one or
other colour, which is indeed a sorry state
of affairs. It is all very laudable to be politi-
cal, to stand up for one’s ideologies —
whatever they may be — but to be tarred
for life with a single brush also means,
rather dangerously, that we must sacrifice
our right to keep our critical faculties in-
tact.

It means that we do not just go with a
particular politics — red/left or
saffron/right — but that we agree to politi-
cize our readings of cultural phenomena.
We, therefore, pre-decide the stance that
we will adopt, know for certain whom we
shall be protesting against, and feel com-
placent in our radicality. If the stance hap-
pens to be anti-establishment, so much
more our radicality — and our complacen-
cy. Somewhere along the way, we have
lost the ability to be clear-eyed, blinded
perhaps by the dazzle of the flag we choose
to hold aloft.

- The Indian Council of Historical Re-
search controversy — by no means re-.
sglved yet — is a more-than-timely warn-
ing of the dangers inherent to the politiciz-
ing of history and culture. Even as one
signed all the signature campaigns,
n}arched all the marches to Parliament
Street in New Delhi, voiced righteous in-
dignation against the blatant high-hand-
edness of the authorities — in absolute sin-
cerity, I may add — one was led to wonder
about the sheer dangerousness of the poli-
tics of flag-colours.

" Had the historians been of the right,
and accused of producing saffronized
texts, would we not have, unblinkingly,
applauded the withdrawal of their vol-
upnes from the press? Would we not have
patted ourselves on the back for saving
our children from inheriting an account of
history that was severely skewed? Is not
this danger — of leaning either left or
right, of losing one’s ability to see it whole
—= then worth worrying about?

» Some weeks ago, I was e-mailed an arti-
cle downloaded from The Guardian web-
site, a horrifying account of saffronized
history textbooks for schools in Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh. Expectedly, one
ldmented the future of academic thought
in the country, and expressed frustration
at what seemed to be an unstoppable saf-
frion tide threatening to overwhelm any
counter-moves to sort out our past and
present in a more holistic fashion.

after — following closely on the

T he ICHR business that erupted soon
: heels of Deepa Mehta’s Water expe-

rience at Varanasi, and the unbelievably

rightwing reactions to young couples cele-
brating Valentine’s Day in Kanpur and
other small towns — added to one’s gener-
al conviction that the yellow-orange
brigade’s not-so-subtle attempts at
“straightening” out our culture were be-
ginning to bear fruit. And there was — and
is —no doubt at all that it merits our most
vehement, and vocal, protests. Recent de-
velopments at the ICHR, even before the
headline-hitting Sumit Sarkar/K.N. Pan-
nikar volumes attracted national atten-
tion, fully justify the contention that the

The ICHR controversy illustrates how the freedom and
clarity of the critical faculty could be caught up in
reductive political binaries, writes Brinda Bose

party at the helm of our nation is making
hay while the sun, and political power,
shine on it.

A three-member panel was constituted
in January 1999 by the human resources
and development ministry to review the
functioning of the organization, and its
terms of reference specifically mentioned
various ICHR projects, including Towards
Freedom, which Sarkar and Pannikar
wrote for. Given that the ICHR has been
embroiled in controversy ever since the
HRD minister, Murli Manohar Joshi — fa-
mous for his hardline Hindutva leanings
— sardine-packed the ICHR board with
rightwing historians and appointed B.R.

Grover — the “Babri Masjid was original- .

ly a temple” man — as its chairperson, the
withdrawal of volumes by well-known left
historians was almost to be expected.

The manner in which the procedure
was conducted was, like so many other
right-wing moves we have seen recently,
completely hamhanded. Perhaps it is be-
cause sophistication is anathema to saffro-
nism that obvious opportunities for
protest are constantly

itics. There is no apolitical history-writ-
ing.

We know that by now, but there is a
sense that a secular history may be distin-
guished from a blatantly non-secular one.
Both have their politics, but for those who
cannot possibly condone the non-secular,
the choice then becomes pre-determined
or non-existent. When the scenario is then
further complicated by questions of acade-
mic freedom (of course), as well as ques-
tions about the not-inconsiderable powers
of the establishment, the waters are so
muddied that it is a wonder that we can
sight the problem at all, let alone entertain
the (im)possibility of being clear-eyed
about it.

his is certainly not the first time in

I Indian history-writing that percep-
tions of the party in power have con-
flicted with the historians’ perspectives.
Twenty five years ago, to celebrate the sil-
ver jubilee of India’s independence, the
then Congress government entrusted a
few chosen historians with the task of
writing the nation’s history, which was

being thrown up by the

buried in a time capsule below the Red

sangh parivar, and for Itistime to grapple Fort in Delhi. When news of alleged distor-

this the non-rightists
must be truly thankful.

with the question of

tions in the account began to float around.
the opposition demanded the removal of

Had the move to si- how we preserve our the casket, and the government was final-

lence a leftist history . ly forced to acquiesce.
been more subtly acaden_“? freedom Post-Emergency, the then Janata gov-
planned, it is likely that when itis always ernment banned a book, Ancient India,

Sarkar and Pannikar
would have been left to
wage lone, frustrating
battles against the com-

missioningbody —asce- ONE side or another

under threat of

pol iticization from government in Kerala had commissioned
) historian Sreedhara Menon to write a his-

written by contemporary Marxist histori-
an R.S. Sharma. More recently, the left

tory of the freedom movement in the state.
but Menon opted out when he became un-

nario not unfamiliar to academics of all
disciplines — instead of spending endless
hours on Star News and in university sem-
inar rooms reiterating their commitment
to stop the saffronization of history at all
costs, and being — surely — gratified at
the pavlovian response of their audiences.

owever, subtlety does not figure in
H the parivar’s dictionary, and so

Sarkar’s and Pannikar’s volumes
were summarily recalled after they had
gone to press. Without so much as a cour-
tesy-notification to the authors, the ICHR
wrote to Oxford University Press (the pub-
lishers) to “temporarily withhold” their
publication and return the manuscripts
for “perusal” by the council. Considering,
moreover, the credentials — or rather, the
lack of them — of the members of the panel
constituted to review the volumes, it was
clear that the intentions of the council
were far from academic.

Though it is not yet time to put this par-
ticular case into retrospect (surely neither
the radical left nor the militant right will

give up the fight easily),
the lessons to be learnt
from it may perhaps
belie the ease with
which we have begun to
slip into supporting a
particular “side” in
such a confrontation.
The peculiar problem

with the writing — or
m TELEGRAPH the re-writing — of our
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history is the basic fact
that religion has got
messily tied up with pol-

happy with the stipulation that it be writ-
ten in consultation with a panel set up by
the government.

The ICHR row. then, may be seen as
part of the same trajectory, in which the
ruling BJP has made a last-ditch effort to
scuttle what it perceives as a left-wing
project, presumably in order to replace it
with its own version of India’s indepen-
dence movement. While any “-ization” is
contemptible in writing up history, the
saffronizing tendency is particularly
alarming in its present context as it is also
the colour of the party in power at the
Centre.

Even so, it is time, perhaps, to grapple
with a question that is more fundamental-
ly troublesome than that of specific inter-
ventions into academic projects by politi-
cal parties, serious though such issues
are. This question is to do with how we are
going to go about trying to preserve our
academic freedom, when it is always
under threat of politicization from one
side or the other.

It isalso to do with how we are going to
manage to preserve our critical faculties,
so that despite our inherent political sym-
pathies — for most of us do. eventually,
lean either right or left at least marginally
— we are able to recognize such political
manoeuvres for what they are and re-ori-
ent our reception of the material that
emerges after such scuffling.

It may also be worth our while to start
pondering an even larger question: is the
choice that we have for writing — and
reading — our history doomed to the bina-
ry opposition of saffron and red? Our his-

tory, after all, flows into our present and
future. I we sacrifice clarity of vision for
allegiance to a politicaf colour, we shall
soon have no hist at all that will be
worth recording,
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ICHR denies move
to scrap project

&
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 15. — The
Indian Council of Historical
Research today denied any
move to “permanently with-
draw” the controversial “To-
wards Freedom” project.

The council claimed that the
withdrawal was temporary to
“peruse” the manuscripts of the
volumes still to be published.

The council had decided to
send the manuscripts of these
volumes to a review committee
in last June. The volumes are
being edited by Prof KN
Panikkar and Prof. Sumit
Sarkar.

“When the first volume under
the project was published, it
was severely criticised for both
technical and academic flaws.
Hence we decided to review the
remaining manuscripts before
publication to check and
remove errors if there are any”

said the ICHR chairman, Prof.
BR Grover.

“However, the editors of the
volumes concerned are yet to
return the manuscripts to the
council and until we obtain it,
the review cannot be done”, the
chairman added.

The council also said the
review committee appointed by
the Centre, headed by Mr AK
Ray, was a constitutional requ-
irement for the periodical sur-
vey of the functioning of ICHR.

“The committee appointed by
the Centre will review the
administrative, academic and
financial functions of the coun-
cil. It is not to go into the con-
tent matter of the books pub-
lished or under publication by
the council”, said Prof MGS
Narayanan, member, ICHR.

“They (editors) confused the
Centre’s committee with the
one appointed by the council
for reviewing the manuscripts”,

Prof. Narayanan added.

On being asked whether the
decision of the council to-send a
letter to the publishers ~-
Oxford University Press —
asking them to temporarily
withhold the publication of the
volumes by Mr Panikkar and
Mr Sarkar was academically
right, the council replied it was
“absolutely right, technically”.

“We even have the right to
demand the type-script from
OUP for perusal by the com-
mittee since ICHR has its copy-
rights and has been controlling
the finances of this project”,
said Prof. Khan, member,
ICHR.

On the alleged mistakes in
the volumes, Prof. Khan said
they were not only academic
but also technical in nature.

“The council is in fact anxious
to publish the volumes edi
by Mr Panikkar an
Sarkar”, he added.

THE STATESRAN
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TEACHERS:

Z, (Continued from Page 1)

~Teachers injured

«\ 1n lathi-charge

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, March 27. — On
a day that saw Calcuttans fum-
ing under the double onslaught
of the sun and protest-choked
roads, two teachers were sent
to hospital by gg
police for §
demanding — §
among other
things — intro-
duction of Engl- |
ish from class 1
and timely pay-
ment of pension
to retired teach-
ers.

At least 20
others, includ-
ing several
women, belong-
ing to the West
Bengal Primary
Teachers’

; b : ,
One of the teachers lathicharged
on Monday. — The Statesman

dents on time and regular s
ply of uniform.

Teachers dispersed around
p.m., more than two hours afte
the lathi-charge, after the
were allowed to submit a depu-
tation to Mr Asim Dasgupta,

e a state finance
minister.

But police
denied later that
they had beaten
up the protesting
teachers. “One
teacher was
B injured after he
fell on the
divider while try-
ing to escape the
lathi-charge,” Mr
Nazrul Islam,
Deputy Commi-
ssioner (Hea-
dquarters), said.

In the

Association were injured in the
lathi-charge as police tried to
prevent them from marching
from Esplanade to the
Assembly.

The teachers’ demands
included supply of books to stu-

Assembly, Mr Asim Dasgupta
said he had asked the police
commissioner to inquire into
the matter and submit a report
immediately.

B See TEACHERS: page 3

]
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The minister said he would
discuss with the Chief
Minister and the education
minister about the teachers
grievances. The state will also
make arrangements for the
treatment of the injured teach-
ers, he added.

Earlier, the Congress. MLAs
demanded that they would not
allow the members to carry on
with the discussion on the gen-
eral budget unless the
Minister made a statement on
the incident.

Mr Dasgupta said he was
willing to meet the delegation
of the agitating primary teach-
ers.

The teachers later came and
discussed their problems with
the finance minister after
which he made his statement.

Roadblocks: More than 150
BJP supporters blocked
Gobinda Khatik Road near
Tangra for more than three
hours. from 11.40 a.m. They
were protesting against police
“atrocities” on rag-pickers and
vagrants after a dispute over
an under-construction build-
ing.

About 60 of their allies
belonging to the Trinamul
Congress  blocked the
Chiriamore crossing at the
junction of BT Road and Dum
Dum Road around 10 this
morning. They too were
protesting against “atrocities”,
this by local CPI-M cadres.
They, however, lifted their
blockade in five minutes.

The Congress was not far
behind its political opponents
in taxing the public. Its
activists, however, claimed
that they were protesting
against the unfair taxation on
LPG consumers.

There were two separate
blockades: one at the Beadon
Street-Rabindra Sarani cross-
ing for 30 minutes from 10.15
a.m. and another for the same
time, but from 11.10 a.m., at,
Gopalnagar.



'$$3091 B Ja)Je 2 [y UO SOUINSaI JusweIey
91033q uodal syt yeIp 01 pardadxa st pue moa
-10W0) SUNS ISB] S1 9ABY PINOM 'UBARUDg'S
"IN Aq palreys ‘9onIWWod 19quaW-zh ayy,

‘pres
laquidur e ‘ uoneue[dxe ayl yum paysnes
JOU 21 oM pue I0}09S [RIJ0S Y} PUBR UO[ED
-Npa JO seale 1910 ur adr[d usye) sey suipPap
Tefrung,, 198png JUaLIND Y1 UT S21010 01 Sy
01 000Z-666T Ul S31010 6"y "Sy wioy Buiddoip
SSLIOJBIOqR] BOUBIIS 10§ UONEIO[E oyl ym
‘UONBONpa 25UBIDS Ul dpew usaq AABY SINO
wesyrudlg Je8png 1sale| 8yl Ul 10300s [e120S
2} 10§ UOHEIO[[E PaINpal sy 1aao0 sseurddey
-un passaidxa ‘afrymueaw ‘9a)ruUwIod ay L

‘Pres
dIN ue ‘1 ssaxd 01 Buiof a1e am pue anssy sno
-Has e s11],, ‘Teaoual siy Supuewap pue jJusw
-jutodde s 18o3sey 1] Sunssjord bele|HERETg
1SE[ IDISIUT dWL 2y 03 Doam Apuiof siaq
-waw eyqeg eAley jo rsquinu a8iey v yorym
1om9[ ® uo dn mojjoy 01 saow ® s1 a1yl

‘qowt A13ue ue WOIj 13y SNISAL 0} Alqis
-Ud)SO UBWIOM WIS\ B PESP JOYS pPUB S)OLF
uonnied 9yl SuLNp A1eso] wisniy € uo pres
e pasiuedio 9y moy sfiesop orydess paqrios
-9P PBY Oy ‘J8Iyd GSY Meu 8yl ‘Ueysiepng
'S M 1A Aq soeje1d e sey yoigm Aydei8orqoy
“NE siy ui pue , 1astyiedwis Sy umouy from,,
B SEM 8y Jey) 1no pautod Aoyl -eenuwuos
uondsds e Juipnpur spued [YION UILIIa0
uo 1doisey ‘0 Y "I Jo udunurodde ay) jo

=TI
g

ONSSI 34} pasiel sIoquaW J(g-UOU [BISAIS
. 00NO eUNWWOY,, ® dojaasp 0) sydwaye
pue sed ays jo uoneoyuod SSa[puIll,, pasiol
SILD 10U B Ul ‘oais[Rq I "UOBINP .[paseq
-onfea,, pue  ospud [euoneu,, SupeSedoid
Jo qred oY) ur wnmMoIMNI 1) 01 Is1M) Jrunuw
-wod,, v 9A13 01 1dwalte sem 213 1ey) paiels
SEM 1] "WINNOLLND [00Yds ay) SUIS[AdI 03 apn
-[oad e se 1y9DON 2y Aq patedaid juawnoocy
UOISSTISI(J 93 JO WSIONLD OS[e SEM 3I9Y],
'Sooyds awos ur Jy3nel uaas pue ‘a[qe
-[teAe £]9a1) aq pnoys [euajew durpeas yons
JBY] UI3DU0D passaldxe sIoquispy ‘paulioj
Ul SemM apIwiwiod ay ‘edueuIsnod | Jusp
449, S INIH pue wsizeN Jo |, siuswanangoe,,
oyl 01 ssoualgper Jumordde arem  aray
‘S3IPNIS [BID0S UG Y0Oq X SSE[I B U] ‘SY00qIX0}
Ureloo ur wsizeN pue wspse) | Suikjuolg,,
JO S3oURISUL JO P[OY OS[B SBM O1TWIWIOD DY,
99NIWW0)
oYl 0] UOISSIWqns uayuIm B Ul no pajutod
or[ed N ¢, Ayore1aly snoidisl uiuyelg ay
01 P3PIOO5E JOU ST WISIOILIO JB[ILIS UBYM SNOLD
-Idsns sawoosaq 1nq a1ewnISay aq Aew yomym
sade o[pprw ay jo pooyisaud srjoyie) ay
saIeI3IUap A13AN09[as OS[e 1%0) aures ayy,,
S19UB1010§,, se9sIRg pUE suensyy
SWISN S[[ed piepuels yuiu 1oy Jooqixa)
SOIpMIS [eos y Jerenny Apemonied ‘sajelg
pPanI-d(g oyl ul uopendID Ul SYoOqIXa]
ur ,Selq sonuourw-nue,, pue , SUOILIOISIP,, JO
S|Ie1ap 93 o “suoissnasip ay Sump uayods
~IN0 Sem ‘I9JSIUIN UOTU[] JSULIO) B PUE BYqES

¢ uoyeInpa asiuoyes, \»

eAley a1y Jo 1squow e ‘o ] oprenpy I
"UOIIBULIOf
-ur [y 3uipjoyyuam10] suosesl aAId osje se
uodar sy eepdn,, o) payse sem Ansiurpy sy
pue s1oe] ssarddns o1 1dweiye ue sem siy ey
padaje siaquiay ‘tonedyqnd oy ssaxd oy
0} JU3s alom sawn[oA 331yl Jey) pauopuaus
H S UdAD SOWN[OA S, IBYIES WNG JOI4 pue Iey
DU "N "N JOI MBIPYIIM 0) UOISIDOP aYy) U0
Uuols sem 922{04q wiopaaly spwmoj S, MHDI
ol U0 uonads sy ul ‘Ansiupy a1 jo odax

[ENUUER 343 Jey) Pajjiuu SEM 991I[UIUOD DY [
'$31poq A10S1ApR S, [ {H1)N 9y uo
S9UIIOU JUSUIUIAAOY) ® se 1asiyleduwiAs NSV
umouy e jo yusunutodde oy pue 122f0.4g wop
“9L{ SPIDMO], Y} JO SIWN[OA OM] MBIPYIIM
0} UOISap ayy ‘YoIeasay [eaL10)sIH Jo |1ounor)
UEIPUL 943 JO UONMNSU0DaL 8y ul pajdagal
S1 W8y} 01 BUIPIOIIE ‘'YITYm SALIP . uonesiuoyy
“JES,, S JUatuieaor) aakedea syl 03 s1aquisw
3o1 pue (])sso1duo) sl Aq apew uaaq aAry
SedUalager parutod ‘Ganiwwios ayy up s1aq

WSW (g 81 JO 2IMyWodsIp ayy 0] yonpy
"a3als Jopun st ‘uoy
-MNSsuUo) Ayl ul pagyuerens ‘woisAs uonesnpa
o) JO I9)orIBYD [RIOQY 8 jey Sulkes s1aq
TWIBUL TIM SY00QIX9) 911IMII PUE SUONNIIS
“ul dlWspede | asiuoiges,, o1 sidwaye jo ajou
SHOLISS UdYel SBY ‘9I19Y UOISSas Ul APUALIND
‘Apspuipy 1uawdopeaag 92IN0$3Y UBWNY uo
SIPWIWOO FUIPUR)S B [, "8Z HONVIN ‘IH13IA MIN

1uspuodsanio) fepadg ang Ag

\\\\

0} sjdwape syoene pueq -

THE HINDU

19 MAR 2000



College fee hikev
likely in 2000 200

NEW DFLHI Feb. 15 The
much-awaited scheme bf the
BJP-led government to hike col-
lege fees across the country is
likely to take off during the aca-
demic session for 2000-2001.
The government had been
pressing for a hike in college
fees even during its earlier 13-
month tenure. Sources said the
Human Resource Development
minister, Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi, has been “contemplating
increasing the fees for colleges
and universities as he is of the
view that higher education in
the country is highly sub-
sidised”. The move was being
thought of after the decision to
raise salaries of college and
university teachers, conse-
quent to the recommendations
of the Fifth Pay Commission i m
1998.
Official sources Séld t éunﬁrf
ister was of the opinion that
the “students should also bear
a part of the expense at the
higher education level”. — SNS

ATM
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_~ICHR decisio
" inde endegg JP

By Ou}' al Correspondent

|

ﬂ NEW DELHI, FEB. 17. The BJP today
claimed that the Government had
nothing to do with the withdrawal
from the Oxford University Press
two volumes of the book, “To-
wards Freedom”, edited by Dr.

- Sumit Sarkar and Dr. K. N. Panik-
kar by the Indian Council of His-
torical Research.

At a press confé?é?l)(:‘e, Li‘fef;:rty
spokesperson, Mr. M. Venkaiah
Naidu, said the ICHR had acted in

{ its own wisdom. He said he had
been told that the two volumes
had “‘reduced Mahatma Gandhi’s
role in the freedom struggle to a
footnote while the role of the Left
had been highlighted.” The indi-
cation was that this feedback to
the BJP was from the ICHR chair-
man, Mr. B. R. Grover. Mr. Naidu
said that earlier another volume
of the project edited by Mr. P. N.
Chopra “was withdrawn from the
market owing to inaccuracies.”
PTI reports:

The Union Minister for Human
Resource Development, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi, denied that the
two volumes had been withdrawn
by the ICHR at the instigation of
his Ministry.




HRD Ministry

£\
HT Correspondent m
New Delhi, February 16

WITH HRD Ministry sources
today denying that the Ministry
had anything to do with the deci-
sion of the ICHR to "temporarily"
withdraw the work of publication
of two volumes of the Towards
Freedom project, there has been
considerable heartburn and out-
rage in academic circles over the
ICHR's decision.

In a Press statement issued by the
organisation Sahmat, several histo-
rians and intellectuals including
Prof Ravinder Kumar, Prof R.S.
Sharma, Prof Irfan Habib (who
have all been formerly chairmen of
ICHR), Prof K.M. Shrimali and
Prof D.N. Jha have severely criti-
cised ICHR's decision.

It had been reported in The
Hindustan Times on Tuesday that
the ICHR, in a letter, written by
Mr PK.V. Kaimal, Dy Director
(Publishing). ICHR, had request-
ed the Oxford University Press
(OUP) to temporarily withhold
work of publication of the Towards

Y

N

L

Freedom-1940 volume “edited
Prof K.N. Panikkar and Towards
Freedom-1946 volume edited by
Prof Sumit Sarkar. The volumes
are part of the Towards Freedom
ies of ICHR which focus on the
national movement in the decade
preceding independence.

The letter had also requested
OUP to return the typescripts of
these volumes for perusal of the
council/review committee. It

Withdrawal of

history books
L]

added that the ICHR's decision
regarding publication of these vol-
umes would be communicated to
OUP ‘'thereafter". Both Prof
Panikkar and Prof Sarkar stated
that they learnt of this decision
only through a letter written by
OUP to them, informing them of
the ICHR decision. They
expressed shock and sadness that
after so much of hard work, things
had come to this pass.

denies role
%y ‘/"%ﬁ\comacted, Mr Manzar

Khan, Managing Director of OUP,
India, said that if the volumes were
not published eventually, it would

. cause a financial loss to QUP. "In
that case, we will request ICHR to
compensate our loss,” he said.
"OQUP has always published works
of academic value and we hope
that these works which have high
academic value get published," he
said. The Hindustan Times repeat-
edly tried to contact ICHR
Chairman Prof B.R. Grover but he
was unavailable for comment.
ICHR staff said that only the
chairman was authorised to com-
ment on the matter.

Meanwhile, Sahmat has
described the withdrawal of these
volumes "as part of the plan to
spread a distorted and fictitious
history of the national movement".
This viewpoint was also stated by
both Prof Panikkar and Prof
Sarkar. The Press statement also
stated that all stodents of the
National Movement had been
eagerly looking forward to the vol-
umes on such a crucial period.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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-~ Bid to ‘doctor
\*’D/\ By Our Special Con\ ndprit

NEW DELHI, FEB.17. Sources in the Ihdian Council of
Historical Research (ICHR) allegeq today that at-
tempts were being made to ‘doctoff the minutes of
the Council meeting held in December last year at
which the ‘Towards Freedom Project’ was discussed
but no decision was taken to suspend the publi-
* cation of the two volumes which were already in the

NS
They charged there was n amper’ with

the minutes to suggest that a decision was indeed
taken to write to the Oxford University Press(OUP) to
stop printing Prof. Sumit Sarkar and Prof. K.N.Panik-
kar’s volumes and return the ‘typescripts’ to the
ICHR. The issue was discussed, it was stated, but the
discussion remained inconclusive and nothing was
firmed up. The charge coincided with the Human
Resource Development Minister, Dr. Murali Mano-
har Joshi’s statement to a news agency that his Min-
istry had nothing to do with the decision. The ICHR,
he said, was an autonomous body and had acted on
its own.

Prof. Panikkar has meanwhile written to the OUP
asking it not to return the manuscripts to the ICHR
without first talking to Prof. S.Gopal, general editor
of the ‘Towards Freedom Project’, as he had ap-
proved the volumes for publication. The OUP, he has
said, should also ask the ICHR to give specific rea-

sons why it withdrawing the yolumes. He has
also poin/ted%;st that the issue }}not between the
— L

ICHR minutes

OUP and the ICHR alone, but also authors’ rights.
Prof. Sarkar, too, has written to the OUP.

The OUP declined to comment saying that they
were still looking into it. However, sources said that
they were not happy a the turn of events, as the
withdrawal the volumes at this stage would result in
considerable loss to the QUP. Technically, the OUP
could do very little if the ICHR wanted it to stop
publication because “contractually”’ the ICHR was
the “employer”. The OUP had been simply hired to
print the volumes. Meanwhile, the ICHR chairman,
Mr. B.R.Grover, circulated ‘facts’ about the ‘Towards
Freedom Project’ alleging among other things that
the two volumes were sent to the press between Au-
gust 1998 and June 1999 “bypassing” the committee
set up by the HRD Ministry to review the project. The
“factsheet” from which the BJP spokesman also
quoted at his daily media briefing said:“Interestingly
enough the same Leftist historians when they were
in power reviewed Dr. (P.N.) Chopra's volume even
after its publication and withdrew the copies from
the market.” Prof.Sarkar said if the committee had
indeed been bypassed then what was “the ICHR do-
ing between August 1998 and January 20007 “'Why
have they woken up suddenly?”

Prof. Panikkar said he had a letter from the previ-
ous chairman of ICHR, Mr. S. Settur —incidentaily
not a ‘Keftist’— informing him that his manuscript
was being sent for publication. “Are they saymg that
theif own chairman acted unauthorisedly?” he
asked.

THE HINDU
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H|stor|ans ask
YCHR to apologg

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, FEB. 19. Prominent his-
torians of the country today de-
manded an unconditional public
apology from the Indian Council
for Historical Research (ICHR) for
its attack on the academic integri-
ty of the late Prof. Partha Sarathi
Gupta, editor of a couple of vol-
umes of the Council’s ‘Towards
Freedom’ project. They dubbed it
as part of the ongoing effort to
doctor history to suit the Hindut-
va agenda.

Among the historians who
made the demand include Prof. K.
N. Panikkar and Prof. Sumit Sar-
kar whose works on the same pro-
ject were recently recalled from
the publishers, purportedly for
“perusal of the Council/Review
Committee.”

Referring to their own bitter ex-
perience, Prof. Panikkar said the
ICHR Chairman, Mr. B. R. Grover,
either tender a public apology or
resign from office for his “irre-
sponsible statements”’.

Addressing a press conference,
the historians questioned unwar-
ranted defamation of a historian
“who is not even alive to defend

himself”. In the interview, the
ICHR official had said Prof. Gup-
ta’s book was full of howlers.
“When asked to point them out,
he said it had reduced Gandhi to a
footnote and did not have an in-
dex and a list of contents,” Prof.
Panikkar said.

Countering each allegation
‘point-by-point’ — with some
help from Prof. Gupta’s historian
wife, Prof. Narayani Gupta of Ja-
mia Millia Islamia — Prof. Panik-
kar said ‘Towards Freedom:
Documents on the Movement for
Independence in India (1943-44)’
“has a detailed list of contents”.
“If there is no index, it is because
it would require a separate vol-
ume by itself. As for mention of
Gandhi, there is a chapter that
runs into 50 pages besides 105
documents relating to him. It is
inconceivable that a volume deal-
ing with the freedom struggle
should make no mention of
Gandhi.” About his and Prof. Sar-
kar’s volumes, Prof. Panikkar said
there was no truth in Mr. Grover’s
contention that they had sent the
volumes to the publishers with-
out ICHR’s knowledge.

THE HINDU
20FE8 200
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But surely we can do without this historical sparrit

writing of history is quite distinct from
the writing of myth and fable. It is a well-
recognised discipline dating back to the days
of Herodotus and Thucydides. While there is room
for a fair degree of subjective interpretation in his-
torical research, in the final analysis its credibility is
based on the authenticity of its source material and
its faithful adherence to the basic tenets of histori-
_ography. Itis therefore disturbing in the extreme to
witness the increasing politicisation that has come
to mark the teaching and writing of history in the
country today. The latest episode concerns the with-
drawal of two volumes in the “Towards Freedom’ se-
ries edited by Professor Sumit Sarkar and Professor
K.N. Panikkar respectively, by the Indian Council
of Historical Research (ICHR), even as they were
in the process of being printed.

The ostensible reason for this move was that the
volumes were given in without “authorisation”, a
fact that the two historians deny. Sarkar and
Panikkar argue that their volumes were edited and
cleared by the “Towards Freedom’ series editor, Pro-
fessor S. Gopal. Clearly, the ICHR had erred and
erred badly inin its handling of the entire issue. By its
own admission, the historians had handed in their
manuscripts between August 1998 and June 1999.
Why then did the august body have to wait so long
before it sought the typescripts from the publisher?
Besides, the fact that it did not think it necessary to
inform the authors about this move only goes to fan
suspicions that it was something of an undercover
operation. A national body that seeks to oversee the

writing of history in the country should surely have
conducted itself with more accountability and trans-
parency than the ICHR seems to have done. If the
ICHR isindeed not acting as an extension counter of
the Ministry of Human Resource Development
(HRD), as it maintains and the HRD minister in-
sists, then it should have ensured that it does not
stand revealed to the world like 2 ham-handed In-
spector Clueseau. "

What is at stake here is the very principle of aca-
demic autonomy and intellectual freedom. Very
likely, Sarkar and Panikkar hold views that are dia-
metrically opposed to those held by the current po-
litical dispensation. But if they are to be challenged,
it must be done strictly within the framework of aca-
demic discourse, through credible scholastic work,
through the citing of authentic sources, in short
through employing the tried and tested instruments
of historiography. To stymie their efforts in this crass
fashion only exposes important institutions like the
ICHR to charges of political sycophancy and worse.
The ICHR chairperson, Dr B.R. Grover, mayrecall
the controversy that accompanied his appointment
some months ago. By notfollowing the rules and

_ courtesies expected of public institutions like the

one he is presiding over, he hasonly helped the case
of his detractors who accuse him of partisanship. He
must now ensure that the two volumes in question
see the light of day immediately. The writing of his-
tory cannot, must not, be held hostage to political
expediency. This is notjust an academic issue, itis a
democraticone.
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»e\"paper soon,-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22. The Chairman
of the Indian Council for Histor-
ical Research (ICHR), Prof. B.R.
Grover, announced today that a
white paper on the “Towards
Freedom” project would be pub-
lished shortly in view of the con-
troversies it had spawned since its
inception in the early Seventies.

The white paper would include
all relevant documents relating to
the objectives of the project, its
“changing guidelines, shifting
deadlines and mounting expendi-
ture”, he said, pointing out that
there had been inordinate delays
in completing it.

At one point, “in disgust” the
Government had decided to wind
up the project, but it was “sal-
vaged” following his intervention
as then director and acting chair-
man of ICHR, Prof. Grover said.

He defended the ICHR decision
to withdraw the volumes by Prof.
Sumit Sarkar and Prof. K.N. Pa-
nikkar, saying that it had been de-
cided to review all manuscripts in
view of the “adverse” reaction to
earlier volumes.

During the Council meetings
on August 31 and September 1,
1998, it was decided to constitute
a committee to “‘streamline” pub-
lication of the remaining volumes
before they were printed. Howev-
er, a three-member committee
which was set up was ‘‘never con-
vened by the then chairman, Prof.

S. Settar”. Another committee
had now been set up for this pur-
pose. It comprised Prof. Satish
Mittal, former head of the History
Department, Kurukshetra Univer-
sity, Prof. Hari Om, head of the
History Department, Jammu Uni-
versity, and Prof. A.R. Khan, for-
mer head of the History
Department, Himachal Universi-

Prof. Grover said the committee

!

should not be confused with the

one set up by the Human Re-
source Development Ministry for
a “periodic review” of the func-
tioning and work of ICHR.

He contended that the ICHR,
which was the copyright holder
and which was “controlling the fi-
nances of the project”, had “‘every
right — legal and moral — to sat-
isfy itself that the volumes pub-
lished under its seal of authority”
were upto the mark, and con-
formed to the original guidelines.

One of these was that the docu-
ments should be arranged in a
chronological order, and not the-
matically as had been done after
the guidelines were changed by
Prof. Irfan Habib when he was
ICHR chairman.

Meanwhile, the BJP-led Nation-
al Democratic Teachers’ Front
has accused ‘‘Marxist academics”
of “distorting” history and sup-
ported the move to recall the vol-
umes by Prof. Sarkar and Prof.

' Panikkar.
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