AP has highest rdmber
{ child labourers #w4»

HT Correspondent

Hyderabad, September 14 \(\

ANDHRA PRADESH has the
dubious distinction of having the
highest number of child labourers
in the country. State Labour and
Employment minister T Krishna
Yadav informed the Assembly on
Wednesday that the State had on
record 16.62 lakh child labourers,
highest among the states.

The Minister said that the State
Government had launched an
intensive drive to identify and
rehabilitate all the child labourers.
State and district level advisory
bodies had been constituted to
monitor the progress of the reha-
bilitation measures.

Replying during question hour,
the Minister said that child labour

was widespread in the districts of
Mahboobnagar, Kurnool and
Prakasam. Similarly, the problem
was acute in hotel industry, stone
breaking units, automobile shops
and in agriculture.

He said that the government had
launched a package of measures
including  back-to-school pro-
gramme throughout the State to
climinate child labour. As many as
92 schools had been set up under
the auspices of the National Child |
Labour Rehabilitation -
Programme, he said.

The Minister said that stringent
measures were being adopted to
discourage people from employing
child labour. Open courts are
being conducted as part of the
scheme to find the guilty establish-
ments and punish them.




AN
‘v PSU

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. The Commit-
tee of Public Sector Trade Unions
today decided to defer the pro-
posed nationwide three-day
strike by the central public sector
workers from August 17 following
a meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Responding to the appeal by
the Prime Minister and other
Ministers at the meeting where

eral issues agitating the trade

nions were discussed, the com-
mittee opted to defer the pro-
posed agitation. Apart from the
outcome of the discussion, it was
the consideration of the larger in-
terests of forging broader unity
and greater mobilisation of work-
ers in the movement tg_defend
the public sector and the workers’
rights and livelihood against the
palicy onslaughts that prompted
the leaders to defer the strike for
the “time being”.

The Prime Minister, who gave

ecial Correspondent

strike deferred .25,

the union leaders a patient hear-
ing, was quoted as having said
that he was not in favour of “in-
discriminate privatisation” and
closure of PSUs. He also assured
the unions that he would arrange
for regular structured discussions
with them on all issues concern-
ing labour and industries.

It was also agreed that the next
meeting with the Prime Minister
would be held in November. This
would be preceded by discussions
with the trade unions at the level
of Labour Minister along with the
Minister of Disinvestment.

It was also indicated that the
question of revision of the bonus
ceiling was under the Govern-
ment's active consideration.

According to the trade unions,
besides the “‘retrograde economic
policies”, the other issues that fig-
ured prominently during the
meeting included disinvestment,
privatisation and closure of PSUs,
revival of sick industries, and
non-payment of salaries to work-
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ers of sick PSUs. Problems per-
taining to wage revision in PSUs,
retrograde changes in labour
laws, upward revision of bonus
ceilings, expansion in coverage
and enhancement of minimum
wages were also taken up.

The representatives of the trade
unions expressed opposition to
the Government's policies on
these issues.

Besides the Prime Minister, the
Finance Minister, the Labour
Minister, the Minister for Disin-
vestment and the Deputy Chair-
man of the Planning Commission
were present at the meeting.
Though not part of the Commit-
tee of Public Sector Trade Unions,
the INTUC and BMS too were in-
vited. In a statement later, the
Committee of Public Sector Trade
Unions congratulated the PSU
workers and the Unions for their
effective role in pre-strike prepar-
atory actions and campaign
which helped bring all the issues

- into national focus.
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" Labour panel'’;
completes sessions

/“(

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, AUG. 19. The second Na-
tional Commission on Labour to-
day completed its three-day
meeting with trade unions, repre-
sentatives of

employers, NGOs and Govern-
ment officials in Tamil Nadu.

According to the Chairman of
the Commission, Mr. Ravindra
Varma, about 40 organisations
tendered evidence before the
Commission. It has, so far, cov-
ered three States, including Tamil
Nadu and the rest of the States
will be covered soon. The Com-
mission is expected to submit its
report before October, 2001.

The main aim of the Commis-
sion, he said, was to acquaint it-
self with views of various sections
of societies, including trade

unions, NGOs, managements,
and bureaucrats before making fi-
nal recommendations on changes
in the existing labour laws. He
said the existing legislations on la-
bour had become obsolete, espe-
cially after globalisation and
liberalisation. These laws needed
to be amended in tune with the
changing circumstances.

Mr. Varma said the Commis-
sion had appointed six study
groups to make an in-depth study
of the present labour legislations,
conditions of workers in unorga-
nised sector, social security
schemes, women and child la-
bour, effects of globalisation and
skill development. After the re-
ceipt of the reports from these
groups, the Commission will fi-
nalise its recommendations.

During its tour of three States,

%

he said, the Commission found
that there had been a demand for
an umbrella kegislation for work-
ers in the unokganised sector cov-
ering various aspects including
their wage structure, hours of
work, and social security
schemes. At present, workers in
the unorganised sector, except in
a few industries, were being ex-
ploited as there were no fixed
wages, hours of work and social
security schemes for them.

Meanwhile, Mr. Varma said the
Central Government had referred
the report of the Task Force on
Security to the Commission for an
in-depth study. The views of the
task force would be taken into
consideration while drafting rec-
ommendations on social security
schemes, he added.
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Haringhata (Nadia), July 13:
Every dog has his day. Sanjay’s
happened to be Monday when
Anjumarried him.

Four-year-old Anju was given
away in marriage to the six-
month-old dog in the hope that
Sanjay would bring luck to the ac-
cident-prone girl who lives at Mo-
hanpur in Nadia district, about 50
km from Calcutta.

Anjws father, Subal Kar-
makar, an employee of Bidhan
Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya,
followed all traditional Hindu rit-
pals at Monday's marriage.
Anju's “father-inlaw” and the
owner of the brown dog, Barun
Dutta, a neighbour, organised
boubhat on Wednesday.

“] had to do it to ward off the
evil eye. My youngest daughter is
suffering from various diseases
from her birth and suffered a
number of accidents. One as-
trologer, Badal Bhattacharya,
who is known to our family for
years, advised me to marry my
daughter off to a dog to save her
Yife,” Karmakar said.

He said that since ithad tobe a
dog that his daughter had to wed,
e felt a known dog was always

“Baru is my old friend and like
our rela\ive. He has a dog which 1
selected' as my son-in-law,” he
said.

So up went a pandal and a dec-
orated entrance to it, the lights

~ shone bright, the shehnai sound-

ed and, of course, the feast.

Anju was dressed in a red Be-
narasi sari, an odni draped over
her tiny head, and a big gartand of
jasmine hung from her thin neck,
One of their neighbours, Parama
Karmakar, arranged the bridal
dress.

Amid blowing of conchshells
and much ululation, little Anju
garlanded the groom dressed ina
piece of blue-and-white cotton
cloth.

The groom had no name till he
entered the chhadnatola, where
the marriage rites take place.
When the priest asked the
guardian of the groom to reveal
his name and gotro (sub-caste),
Barun was stumped. One of his
quick-thinking relatives came up
with the answer: he named the
dog Sanjay.

. After the rituals were over, the
“couple” was kept in a specially-
decorated room with members of
both families around them.

THE TELEGRA!
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2d tg,dog.

guests were in-
vited to the marriage ceremony.
The CPM local committee secre-
tary, Kamal Karmakar, was
among them along with his com-
rades.

“1 did not hesitate to spend
money to please the guests despite
my limited financial ability,” said
Subal.

The menu for the feast was
rice, murighanta, two types of
vegetable, fish curry, . mutton
curry, chutney, papad, curd and
rasogolla.

The guests brought along gifts,
the kinds that are seen in every
man-woman marriage. One of
Subal’s close relatives presented a
toy and a packet of chocolates.

“Nobody brought anything for
the kutta but T have given him a
silver ring,” Subal’s wife, Annada
said.

Subal’s brother-in-law, Nir-
mal, revealed after some hesita-
tion: “We have given a dowry of
Rs 1,000 to the owner of the kutto,
Barun.”

People are surprised that
Subal, being a moderately educat-
ed person, fell for such a supersti-
tious rite. “We went to see the fun
and to eat a mouthful of meat,”

~ said Tapan Dutta, a resident.

>




Btate department
opposes amendment

of labour laws *

Saugata Roy

Calcutta, June 16

THE COTTAGE and small scale
industries department has put its
foot down on the official Task
Force prescriptions to amend the
existing labour laws. The 20-mem-
ber Task Force, led by chief secre-
tary Manish Gupta has suggested
the changes to cope with the rising
phenomenon of contract employ-
ment, especially in the service sec-
tor.

The Task Force feels that “the
existing provisions in various
labour laws like the West Bengal
Shops and Establishment Act may
need to be changed or modified to
favour spontaneous development
of the private service sector”.
Gupta, in his recommendations,
has urged the commerce and
industry department to interact
with the allied departments and
hammer out modifications.

Minister for cottage and small
scale industries Pralay Talukdar
does not agree there is need for
change. He believes there is little
scope for the State to intervene
and will not retard the pace of
industrialisation. Karnataka has,
however, brought about some
changes in the labour laws, he said.

In what sounded out of sync with
Deputy Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya’s bid to buckle mili-
tant trade unionism, Talukdar said:
“Labour laws in the small scale
sector remain mostly on paper and
almost nothing is obligatory for the

Y-y

management. They ak gided by
bipartite agreements that Ypainly
depend on ground realities and the
capacity of workers to bargain. It
also applies to the Industrial
Disputes Act and the Factories
Act.” He pointed out that the
recent lock-out in the State-run
Kangsabati Spinning Mill at
Bankura would not have been pos-
sible but for indulgent labour laws.

The minister blamed local power
brokers for the disorder. “These
henchmen and not workers are at
the root of all evils. They enjoy
political affiliations and extort
small entrepreneurs in the indus-
trial estates,” Talukdar said.

The labour department had ear-
lier opposed similar relaxation in
labour laws that the commerce and
industry department had pre-
scribed for the IT sector. While
admitting it had a special status
and the working conditions vastly
differed from the conventional sec-
tor, the department refused to do
away with the provisions for
inspections in the IT sector. This is
one condition the Union labour
ministry had been insisting upon.
The simplification move was final-
ly dropped as is evident from the
State IT policy that has remained
largely silent on the issue.

The labour department has, how-
ever, received -applications from
mega department stores praying
for revision of the West Bengal
Shops and Establishment Act to
introduce round-the-clock service
in some of their mega outlets.

fHE HINDUSTAM ™
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/ By Vinay Tewari
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: In one of the biggest cases of its kind in
the capital, a gang of about a 100 people is suspected to
have either lured away or forcibly kidnapped over
1,000 destitute children, who were being sold to con-
tractors for as little as Rs 500. The racket was allegedly
on for about a year.

Delhi police sources said on Sunday the children
were being used as forced labour in small cracker and
paper-bag manufacturing units. While in most cases
they were badly fed and ill-treated, even injuries were
inflicted on some of them.

The south district police, who unearthed the racket
last week, have already rescued over a dozen children
who were being held captive in the city. They include
nine children who were found from a single room in
north-east Delhi’s Seelampur area. All the children are
between five and 11 years of age.

“The raids are still going on. But all I can say now is
that the scale of this racket which we have unearthed
has never been detected before,” joint police commis-
sioner (southern range) Amod Kanth said.

About 15 suspects in this racket have already been
detained for questioning. The police said raids were
continuing at several places and more arrests and res-
cue of children in forced labour was likely.

The children were barely fed and were kept con-

Delhi police unearth major child
labour racket, 15 detaiggned Y

fined in small ro . In Seelampur, for instangg, the
children were fougd holed-up in a small 12 sq.ft. Pgom
by a raiding team. {he gang comprises mostly of diyg
addicts and unemployed persons indulging in pett
crime.

“Most of the children have been picked-up by this
loosely organised gang from the New Delhi and the
Old Delhi railway stations. The gang was also kidnap-
ping children from the three inter-state bus terminus in
the capital,” a police source said.

The district police formed a special squad, after in-
vestigations into a kidnapping report which had been
lodged at the Lodhi Colony police station last week,
revealed the larger racket behind it.

The gang was found using railway platforms and bus

stations as a nodal point for luring the children away.
But often, the gang was even forcibly taking away chil-
dren. “Some cases of children being kidnapped from
jhuggi clusters have also been reported,” the source
added. He said since many children had themselves
run away from their home in other states, their own
kidnapping never got reported to the police.
A month ago, the crime branch had also started keep-
ing a watch on children who were involved in begging
or petty trade on traffic junctions. “We suspected they
were being forced to do this by a gang, specially be-
cause many were crippled or injured. That exercise is
still on,” a crime branch officer said.
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Rescued chi
leave Delhi

y Vinay Tewari (:\\’ A\ mal or non-formyl education, have

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI It's a problem
which- defies solution. The police
find children are being forced into
inhuman labour and rescuc them.
The “victims” themselves, at least
a few, resent this as this was their
only means of sustenance. S0 was
it a case of doing more harm than
good? Or do we have the issue all
muddled up here?

Let’s just take a look at what
some of the children have to say.“l
escaped home because I had an
unhappy family life. It was an
impulsive decision. just for a lark, I
simply accompanied another fel-
low on a train,” said a 12-year-old
resident of Siliguri (name being
withheld). For him, life had shown
a slight improvement from what
he was experiencing back home.

Take another case, this time of a
13-year-old boy from Gaya. Even
when he had barely learnt to talk,
he lost his mother. With two sis-
ters and one brother to feed as
well, his father decided it was
more prudent to push him into
child labour.

“He says he felt tortured..the
situation was bad. Then one day,
he along with his friend. simply
arrived in the capital. They were
picked up by hawk-eyed touts
within minutes,” says joint police
commissioner (southern range)
Amod Kanth.

Now, social scientists say the
only practicable way out is stop
talking about things like banning
child labour. “Draconian laws just
don't work. As they say, the law is
an ass. We have to build up institu-
tions, reward people who do the
right thing,” says Jawaharlal
Nehru University’s sociology pro-
fessor M N Panini.

What Mr Panini is advocating is
a regime which recognises people
who may employ children but on
“condition they are imparted for-

restricted hours of work and basic
amenities are pro

“This is system
popular south Indian restaurant
chain. They do employ children
but also give them a chance to
study and learn. I know of a case
where a waiter there ultimately
became a government officer,” Mr

Mohammed Mustakin, one f the 40 rescued children who was
forcibly employed in various parts of the capital, at a press
conference in the New Delhi police headquarters on Monday.

laboureré@;}a
lice in a fix»”

tistics just does not indicate the
number of children who go missing
and often fall for touts like the
ones arrested by the south district
police. The number of missing chil-
dren could tun into several thou-
sands in Delhi alone, an officer
said.

“The same thing happened
when Indira Gandhi got hundreds

autam Singh
v

Panini says.

In fact what Mr Panini is saying
is practised in many homes who
employ domestic helps. But the
problem is such people are in a
minority. “Yes, and for this we need
societal consciousness,” he says.

In fact, the police say official sta-

of bonded labourers rescued in the
70s. What next? We have no
answers,” Panini says.

Now, with about 29 children
already been rescued by the Delhi
Police and more likely to be res-
cued, the question is will it again
be a case of what next?
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PSUs embarras:

The Times of India News Service \M

CALCUTTA: Even as chief minister Jyoti Basu on
Wednesday demanded that the deci-
sion to close down six public sector
units be reviewed by the Prime Min-
ister, political circles in the city are
using it to beat the BJP and the Tri-
namul Congress, partners in the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance govern-
ment.

The decision evidently came as an
embarrassment for Union railway
Mamata Banarjee minister Mamata Banerjee. “I did
not know of this decision of the centre to close down
these units. I have written to the Prime Minister to re-
view the decision,” she said.

Four of these six PSUs are in West Bengal—Mining
and Allied Machinery Corporation, Weighbird India,
Bharat Process and Mechanical Engineers and Reha-
bilitation Industries Corporation.

“You may recall that earlier I had expressed my
strong objection to such a move and requested you to
study the problems of these units in depth before tak-
ing this hasty decision,” Basu said. Each of these units
had its specific problems. They needed to be analysed
separately to make them viable. “Employees are will-
ing to extend co-operation in this.”

Basu feared that the Centre would close down some
more central PSUs. “Such closures will have disastrous
consequences, particularly for the eastern region,
throwing a large number of employees out of job.”

Deputy chief minister Buddhadev Bhattacharya

%ntre’s decisjon t v¢lose Benggl

Mamaka

lashed out at Mamata. Bhattacharya alleged that Ma-
mata did not attend the cabinet meeting deliberately to
wriggle out of a difficult situation.

“Mamata knew everything,” Bhattacharya said,
when asked how she could be held responsible as she
was not present in the cabinet meeting. Bhattacharya
said that nearly 25,000 workers would be jobless if the
MAMC was closed down.

State industrial reconstruction minister Mrinal
Banerjee said earlier the state government had in-
formed the centre that it had given Rs 103 crore as re-
lief concession to the Hindusthan Cables. “We wanted -
equity participation of Rs 100 crore in the IISCO and -
we offered Rs 60 crore tax relief to Jessop. But the
Centre did not listen to us,” the minister said.

Pradesh Congress Committee working president
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, too, was up in arms against
Mamata for having allowed the centre to take the deci-
sion. Describing this as a “breach of trust, as the gov-
ernment had promised in Parliament that the PSUs’
would not be closed down,” Das Munshi said “voters in
Calcutta will surely indicate in the CMC polls what
they think about the decision.”

According to him, the decision to close down the Re-
habilitation Industries Corporation in particular,
would hit the people in the city hard, as a large number
of former refugee families were involved in the RIC.
“They live all over the city, from Jadavpur to Tallah,”
he said. According to him, the onus was now on Mama-
ta and two other ministers from West Bengal, Ajit Pan-
ja and Tapan Sikdar, to prevail upon the centre and re-
verse the decision.
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Indians show lack
of consensus at
1O conferenceM (

u@i

New Delhi, June 23

INDIA WAS “divided" at the
recent conference of the
International Labour Organisation
when members of the Indian dele-
gation voted differently on a reso-
lution recommending sanctions
against the Government of
Myanmar on the issue of forced
labour in that country.

The Indian delegates represent-
ing the government and trade
unions voted against

"forced labour” for high infidence
of child labour, bonded labur and
child prostitution.

Though India could not deny
that existence of bonded labour
and child prostitution in the coun-
try, the Indian team did assure par-
ticipating countrics that there were
national laws prohibiting the two
forms of evil. It was stated that
child labour continued to be "an
economic and social problem" but
all child labour could notbe "treat-
ed as forced labour."

the resolution while
the delegates repre-
senting Indian
employers voted for
the resolution.

The resolution was,
however, adopted
with 257 votes in its
favour and 41 votes
against. There were
47 abstentions. The
Indian Government
and the trade unions

Votes of the India
delegation were
divided over the

resolution recom-

mending sanctions
against Myanmar
on the issue of
forced labour

The Indian delega-
tion, last yeai had
enthusiastically sup-
ported the adoption
of a convention
against child labour -
but even after a year,
the government has
not been able to ratify
the convention.

The 1999 ILO meet
identified the worst
forms of child labour
as child slavery, child

held the view that
sanctions were an
unjust solution and so they
opposed the move. The employers,
on the other hand, supported the
view that the practice of forced

labour in Myanmar, was too

uncivilised to be taken lightly.

An ILO inquiry panel, in its
report, stated that the Myanmar
Government has been "requisition-
ing" men for army and for road
building and other developmental
activities.

Interestingly, India also came
under the ILO scrutiny at the just-
concluded meet on the issue of

prostitution, use of |
children in drug traf-
ficking, and children engaged in
work which could harm safety,
health and morals.

India has been dragging its feet
on enacting a comprehensive legis-
lation on prohibition of child
labour.

The legislation would fix a mini-
mum age of 14 years for admission
to employment. India would be
able to ratify an ILO convention
concerning minimum age for
employment only after "achievi
satisfactory compliance" of
islation.
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Contract labour law to be wide

‘Jay Raina
New Delhi, June 25

for the ongoing economic liber-

alisation, the government is all
set to enact a new legislation on
contract labour to widen the scope
of such type of employment.

The new legislation would have a
direct bearing on over 40-50 mil-
lion contract labourers across the
country, It will replace the existing
Contract Labour (Regulation and
Abolition) Act, 1970.

Once the proposed legislation
comes into force, the prevailing
legal requirements for the aboli-
tion of any contract labour
arrangement will go. It would
mean denial of automatic absorp-
tion of contract labourers as per-
manent employees in their work
places, once the link between them
and the contractor gets snapped.

IN A major back-up \initiative

@ Opening up of contract labour
system to new sectors.

@ Abolition of automatic
absorption by the principal
employer once the link between
the contractor and worker.is -
snapped.

@ Penal provisions to be
softened.

® Added provisions for safety- -
net for contract labour.

® The law to undo the impact of
judgments, including those by
the Supreme Court ;
@ The new law to be in acco
dance with the ongoing econom-
ic liberalisation.

The draft legislation, already
cleared by a committee of secre-
taries headed by Cabinet Secretary

Prabh T, will also provide
for engagement of contract labour
in what is at present termed as jobs
of "perennial” nature such as secu-
rity, watch and ward, scavenging,
cleaning, sweeping etc.

Top government sources told The
Hindustan Times that under the
proposed law, registration of the
employer in cases where he
employs contract labour would be
mandatory.

The draft proposal is based on
suggestions from various trade
unions, SCOPE and employers'
organisations such as FICCI & CII
to exempt certain categories of
establishments from the purview of
the existing law.

"The aim is to meet the chal-
lenges of the emerging competitive
environment to provide flexibility
in outsourcing cgrtain types of
activities to specnallsedoutﬁts.l' the
sources explamed

HE HINDUSTAN TINEX

76 JUNT@




"ysepe[dueg pue eIpuj
0} ‘sme] A19Jes pue [BIUSTIUOIIAUY
19481y Jo ymsad ® se (uoneu Jul
-yeaaq-diys Jolewr e aguo) vuIy)
woij paaow sey Sunyealq-diys
“aodsa (yf oy 01 SUIpI0DdY
‘sapriqeden
Surdojossp oae wWemLIA puE
BIPUJ S[IYM ‘(BUIY) PURE ¥1I0Y JO
oriqndey oyp ‘uede[) ssrmIOUODd
uelsy ade siouulm  Siq ey}
‘adoumg w uonisod juaurwoad e
surejurew [[1s AueuLian) ysnoy],
‘Gr} a1 pue adoanyg Ul SaUIOAP
Jofew pasayms Suwaey Ansnpul
surppingdrys o) YIM ‘saLusSnpur
wodsuen Jayzo pajoedut Apueo
-LJrusis osfe sey WOnesIeqor)
"SaLI0)0R] S[lqOt
-0INE Y] Ul JUOP ALISULIOJ YIOM
jo Bupanosmo o1 anp 48ie]

SUOTITPUO) HIOGE] U0 JON ‘UonesIeqQ[s Jo 1oudurl e s300] 110

s1 Ajquiasse o[ioWIOINE [BUIJ
UY 9507} JqUUNUWINO ApPBaIfe SeLI}
-tmoo awos ur Ansnput sired aeo
a1 Ul SIaNJoM JBY) 198} oY} pum
Ansnpu sured a1 jo Aouepusose
ayl -(uonesyeqoid jo 3msaa
e SI saflo jereyg peseq-oung
Jjo sseoons oy ojdwexs Ioj)
‘poeaio uraq sqol szowr w pe
-1[nsal sey Sy ], ‘pesanosino Ajfur
-sea1ouI Juteq 918 sofes pue Suisy
-JoApe ‘Fupeytew ‘udisep ‘I ‘Sun
~}9)JBUI JO SeaJ. U SUII)I asnenaq
Wil w  juewfojdwa doys
J001] spope siyl -Suisseccad
-EJep Ysii] pue Supeylew ysniig
‘Alqurasse-qns UBOIOY ‘SOIUO)
-39[0 esourdef ‘syaed ueazodedug
‘ugisep uBUWLIEY  JO  }nsSad
Y 9q oM pmod N ‘. ySQ) oW
Ul 9peJA],, 981 9y} SSLLIRD USYJO Jed

® yBnop ‘Ausnpui omne sy} uf
-swayqoad uonny
-jod pue samyonnseagui asod osye
M 11 ‘septunizoddo yuswidojdura
snourioua Juriq [im SIYR y8noy ],
"eISy Ul pjos pue paonpoid Sureq
3SBAJOUL Y} JO ISOW LM ‘Siedd
g1 1XoU 9Y1 UL 9[qnOP UeY3} 810w
[LM PIIOM 813 UI 18D JO Joquunu
oy ‘suonoafoad o0y Surpaoosy
‘s100f01d sumny
uo sadoy arayy} Suruuid eiseuopu]
pue seuiddijiyg oyJ, ‘eisdefepy
pueIey], oyl SOLUUNO0I URISY
YIM J1 9peuwr dAeY [1ZBlg puE
eaIoy Jo orqudey sy Afuo ‘sein
-unod furdojasep sy jO -(3usd
18d ¢) eoioy jo orgnday &y
pue ‘qued Jad $'g) uredg ‘(jusd
1ad g-g) eoueay (3usd Jad 1) SN
g} “(1us0 1ad (7) uedep — sorn

-UNod 9SaY) ISN{ Ul PIeIIUBOUOI
uononpold epiqowone pliom
JO SpAIgI-0M) M f203988 ],
ay) Jo jusmwrdss juedlyIudis Jsom
9} SI J0)09S o[IqowWone Y],
‘seafojdure Jom10
pue jouuosiad Ss[es ‘Sia[esp aflq
-owome Funeurwije Apfenusjod
‘raoqe] poastueSio uwo joeduit
ue asRY OS[R [[IM SIy], ‘paonpoad
pue pajeupac-o0o aae sired ‘uraiy
res seruedwiod ‘sxed aspao ayd
-o0ad fem ay) SuidueyD ST 19ULIBYUL
ay ], "uonesteqols jo joedurr o0
atpy o} sputod ()Y 9} 9ULINUT BIf
JO S3UBADE 9} TIIM ‘IIASMOY]
aul]
Ajquiesse s,pIoj AJuap oouls
Sunmioeuent juswdmba 1x0d
-suen) ut joedun punojoad isowr
9y} pey sey uonesiBqols ‘soam

.
+

-onps dupud meu pue syjLIe)
I9MO] ‘apeny Joa.a] &o.ﬁmtoquﬁb
Jorpoads pue poasoxduwr YIM,,
:pres Asjreq Jsjod Madxa O]
*9SnOoY-uy
auop Ajsnoraaad agam JBl SpULU
-oduioo oy Suroepdox ade oym
siorjddns ST 31 10j ISEIIOUT UIAS
10 S[q®s urvuiea Aewr Axnsnpur
sy ui senrungzoddo jusuwrdojdury
'sqol SurresuiBue pue I ‘oyn
-u910s axowt Suidjdut ‘eporyes 9y}
Jo uBisop ayy 0} pred aq [m uon
-US)i® POSBAIIU], ‘I MOUY 9M SB
AJo108] oY) jo pus oY) SurApudis
“9SERIOUI 9} UO 88 $}0qOl JO asn
9y} pue uoyrwome Ydnoy; ‘suon
-erado Ajquesse Joj padojdure
ApOSaIp SISNIOM JOMI] BARY [[IM
AImiusd 18T 91} Ul 9DIOPYIOM o)
ey psrorpaad ey (] oYL

P

,l}'i»\.::!‘{*“

Lo e ™

g MAY 200

i

1

*AreIoyyeunq
® 9Q 0S[e ued BIPU[ ‘S() 9Yl pue
BpBUR)) Ul PoIeald Usaq Afuiew
aary sepruniioddo jueuwifojdwa
tofey  -Bumeaddesip  seuo
[euonIpel) pue paresto suieq sqof
mou Yum ‘Ansnpur sped ome
9y} ul JuawAojdune uy 9sLL © Ul pa
-Jnsal osfe Sey UouesI[Bqols)

*SELIIUNOO AUBHL UL
Inoqe| pastuesao jo sesnoyremod
[euonipen 8yl — suoium ],
Suouwre wIsoUod JuIsnes age ‘uam
ut ‘gorgm syiys juswdojdws’
U1 Sunnsal ‘suonipuod Inoqe] ul
aoed Sunye) uonnjoaax vmb oy
uo posnoo} osfe jiodsa ayj,
“‘apPIMPLIOM ST
-{10M UOT[{IUX USASS UE} SIOWE 4G
poddeios pue pos 9ymq ‘patapao
axe spood 10 oydoed Suniodsusn

dou

e ———

Joj yuewdmb & xoyy,
ssouefd ‘SYONI! ‘S0 g
Aqpeotped ABW g1 o,
-qor8 Jo edwWary yo pa
OTI W 99Uany 1o ;
] "BAOUSD UDTY) oy
moqe] ?.:wEE.E
ve possnostP 3q Ay, L
snput WHL o a4y I
-esi[eqold % pargrg
pue [E100S hzz TRy,
FU0Neqap g .
wr Aj2enoWsar e,
~doosop Ul 41 () gy,
-oggnuett Wbp 304
uor(r-L T%o UoIsupd
nwiad Moy

°S

v



e

ILO slams India fo
child labour cover-up

4

BAPPA MAJUMDAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, May 28. — The
International Labour Organi-
sation has criticised India for
trying to hide the truth about
the country’s child labourers,
mostly engaged in hazardous
occupations.

At a recently ILO meeting in
Phuket, Thailand, the Indian
labour ministry had challenged
claims by rights bodies that
millions of Indian children
were engaged in the worst
forms of child labour. The min-
istry report said: “There are
some NGOs who ... (think) all
non-schoolgoing children are
essentially working children.
Their estimates ... range from
pure guesswork to over-gener-

alisation from small samples.”

But ILO officials punched a
hole in the argument, citing
how the report had used statis-
tics from 'an -Operation
Research Group Survey of
1983-84 and from the 1991 cen-
sus, thus presenting vastly
reduced figures. The report is
sketchy and unrealistic, India
was told.

The ORGS report claims
there are only 44 million child
labourers in India. ILO find-
ings say the correct figure is
120 million — the worst in
Asia — with Andhra Pradesh
having the largest number, fol-
lowed by Gujarat, Haryana and
West Bengal.

The Indian report had said:
“India has ratified ILO conven-
tions and abolished bonded

tence of a sizeable child popula-

¢ g
\

labour. If any child, whether or
not bonded, is found working in
hazardous employment, the
employer is prosecuted.”

“The report is devoid of tru-
th,” an Asia Pacific Regional
Organisation delegate to the
meeting, Mr Ramen Pandey,
told The Statesman.

India has officially banxed |

child labour in hazardous wor
such as carpet weaving, bidi-
making, and in match/cracker
units and tanneries — yet most
Indian child labourers work in
these industries, he said.

The Indian report, though,
made one admission: “Despite
the national laws and interna-
tional conventions, the exis-

tion among sex workers is an
inescapable reality.” '

—




J/M PM to inaugurate labour meet )l

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, APRIL 12. To disprove
the general feeling that the apex
tripartite mechanism in the la-
bour sector comprising the em-
ployers, workers and the trade
union representatives, and the
Labour Ministry is gradually los-
ing importance, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, has
agreed to inaugurate the next ses-
sion of the Indian Labour Confer
ence (ILC) here. The Union La-
bour Minister, Dr. Satyanarayan
Jatiya, said the Prime Minister’s
gesture is an attempt to demon-
strate the Government's commit-
ment towards the cause of labour.

The dwindling interest of the
Government and policy-makers
in labour issues and the simulta-
neous weakening of the trade
movement are being witnessed
over the years.

The fact that labour is a State
subject figuring on the Concur-
rent List and, therefore, a low pri-
ority matter with the Centre has
always been a cause of concern
for both workers and employers.

ILC sessions in the recent past
have witnessed walk- outs by an-
gry trade union members either
due to inaction by the Govern-
ment on several of their previous
recommendations or poor repre-
sentation from the Government
side.

However, the Prime Minister’s
presence for the 36th session of
ILC here on Friday, is expected
not only to pacify but also give
hope to all those disillusioned
with the Government efforts in
the labour sector.

The nationai-level apex tripar-

tite conference is slated for in-
depth discussions on industrial
sickness, workers’ participation in
industry and workers’ education,
among other issues,

While the issue of industrial
sickness has assumed a great sig-
nificance with the economic re-
forms making redeployment of
both capital and labour from un-
productive to productive uses
necessary, the education of work-
ers and upgrading of their skills
too has become equally impor-
tant in the process of economic
re- orientation.

To take a holistic view of labour
problems and the industry in the
new economic scenario and also
to take stock of the programmes
and policies of the Government,
the Labour Secretaries of State
Governments, representatives of
all Central trade unions, employ-
ers’ organisations and business
houses like the FICCI, ASSO-
CHAM, CII, besides Union Secre-
taries of all important Central
Ministries like Finance, Com-
merce, Textiles, Railways, Indus-
try, Chemicals and Fertilizers, will
assemble for two days for the cru-
cial meet.

As a run-up to the April 14 ILC
meeting, the State Labour Secre-
taries will also convene a separate
meeting tomorrow to discuss the
amendments to the Minimum
Wages Act, 1948. This meeting
will be inaugurated and chaired
by the Union Labour Minister.

The meeting will discuss the
2000-2001 action plan for rehabil-
itation of released labourers un-
der the Centrally- sponsored

scheme besides reviewing the

National Child Labour Projects
(NCLPs) in different States.

The amendments to the 1948
Act include a proposal to reduce
the period of revision of mini-
mum rate of wages from five years
to two years.

The Labour Minister's Confer-
ence way back in 1980 and again
in 1987 had suggested that the
minimum wages should be re-
viewed at least once in two years
or on a rise of 50 points in the
Consumer Price Index, whichever
is earliest.

Payment of wages to workers at
revised rates during the pendency
of wage disputes and deletion of
the provision for fixing different
rates of wages for adults, adoles-
cents and children as it encourag-
es employment of children are
some of the other amendments
proposed to the Act.

While the States have unani-
mously agreed to a majority of the
proposed amendments, there has
been a difference regarding pay-
ment of wage in cash or kind.

On the advice of the Cabinet
Secretary, the matter was dis-
cussed last April by a Committee
of Secretaries who suggested a
study for assessing the ground re-
ality.

The study was subsequently
carried out in four States and it
indicated that both employers
and the workers preferred pay-
ment of wages partially in cash
and partially in kind.

It was also found that in certain
States, the payment of wages was
entirely in kind particularly dur-

ing harvest operations.




J(elbdur meet to fochg”

on 1ndustrlal S

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Aprit 13 \A \

THE 36TH Indian Labour
Conference (ILC) opening here
tomorrow will focus on industrial
sickness and the possible replace-
ment of the Board for Industrial
and Financial Reconstruction
(BIFR) found ineffective in deal-
ing with the critical problem.

The two-day conference will be
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee and will be
attended by representatives of
industry, trade unions, Central
Ministries and State Governments.
The conference enables the
Government to formulate its stand
on major labour issues and
assumes importance in | the wake of
on-going economic reforms.

Labour Minister Satyanarayana
Jatiya told newspersons here that
the issue of industrial sickness had
become significant since reforms
required redeployment of capital
and labour from unproductive to
productive uses. The problem of

non-payment of wages and other .

statutory dues to workers had
become gigantic and the BIFR
could not deal with the issue satis-

Pz

ckness

factori D\ Lc&Govemment was
seriousl ng BIFR’s role to
deal thh sickness and revxval of
companies.

“The Governmgnt was of thc view
that industrial sickness should not
be “willful” and those guilty of
defaulting or diverting funds to
cause sickness should be punished.
The Labour Ministry wanted
Section 22 of the Sick Industrial
Companies Act (SICA) granting
immunity from punitive action to
be reviewed.

Dr Jatiya said the Government
had taken several measures to
avoid sickness in the Central PSUs.
There was Plan assistance for
restructuring of the PSUs to
enable modernisation, technologi-
cal upgradation as well as for pro-
tection of jobs.

The Group of Ministers formed
by the Cabinet on the demand of
the PSU unions to reduce the peri-
odicity of wage agreements from
10 years to five, had met for two
days and would continue its work
for some more time before giving a
view.

The ILC would also debate the
issue of workers' participation in
decision-making processes.

V4 APK 20



PM asks

Us to

pagléreforms

STATESMAN WS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 14. —
Trade unions should become
partners in the reform pro-
cess”, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
said here today as he opened
the 36th session of the Indian
Labour Conference at Vigyan
Bhavan.

Mr Vajpayee urged the
unions to lend a “positive and
supportive” hand to the eco-
nomic reforms
process initiat-
ed by the gov-
ernment.

NEW DELHI,

EMPLOYERS' PAT

msed ﬁzour has gamedw
rough decades of hard struggle.
. What he meant was these ben-
efits shduld reach the unorgans
ised sector too and a frafy

work should be evolved t0'¢
ate more mvestment and
erate jobs. &
Mr Vajpayee said the secgﬁﬁ
National Labour Commlsaum
constituted in October
will update the laws for or
ised labour ang”/create
brella
ation. for

April 14

“If there are
any shortcom-
ings in this pro-

The Prime Minister ¥as in
for a surprise toda
came to Vigyan/Bhavan to

cess, you are | open the laboy
welcome to
bring them to
our attention.
We value your
suggestions and
constructive cri-
ticism, because
all of us are
wedded to the
interests of the
country and the
common man.”

esentatjre of employers’

the government for holding
the conference on a public
holiday, today being the
109th birth anniversary of
Dr BR Ambedkar.

Welcoming Mr Vajpayee,
Mr Anil Doshi cited how holi-
days lowser productivity.

conference. A

The Prime Minister said his
government is willing to open
dialogue with trade unions who
have been opposmg liberalisa-
tion.

“Change, urgent change, radi-
cal change is the need of the
hour. We need it to make the
Indian economy and industry
domestically vibrant and glob-
ally competltlve He clarified
that by “change” he didn’t
mean a shrinking of what orga-

strong work force are i
organised sector. He spo
the hardships faced by wo
in the unorganised agricul
sector, hoping for a cons
on minimum wages for
farmhand.

He urged the labour minji§Es
and state governments to p
the way for an agriculty
workers Bill to be worked =i
and tabled in Parliament ##¥
state legislatures.
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 14

i
Wv QA
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RIME MINISTER Atal Behari Vajpayee
Ptoday urged trade unions to adopt "a posi-
tive and supportive attitude" towards eco-
nomic reforms, even as he assured them that the
Government was commjjtted to
ers' interests. & v~ § .

Inaugurating thé 36th Indian Labour
Conference (ILC) at Vigyan Bhawan, the Prime
Minister stressed the need to accelerate changes
in labour laws. The nation could not reap the
benefits of economic reforms unless "we reform
labour laws and the administrative machinery
that implements them," he said.

The Prime Minister told the conference,
attended by trade union and industry representa-
tives: "Our Government is committed to broad-
ening, deepening and accelerating the scope of
internal reforms to increase the prosperity of all
Indians, especially the poorest and the most
deprived".

He said the Government was following a "cau-
tious and carefully calibrated policy towards glob-
alisation" to protect interests of industrial and
farm workers. "Protection and promotion of
interests of labour is an integral part of our phi-
losophy,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee asked the unions to be partners in
the reform process, saying: "More employment
and more productive employment have been the
goals of our strategy. We have resolved to create
one crore additional jobs each year."

The past five decades showed that existing laws
had contributed 1o the welfare of organised
labour. But they had proved inadequate for unor-

rotec%

@ Trade unions must be 'partners' in liberali-
sation process.

® Reform labour laws and administrative
machinery to reap benefits of economic lib-
eralisation.

@ Group of Ministers to make recommenda-
tions on wage-related matters for PSUs.

® New legislative climate for investments,
particularly in small industries and service
sectors, which can generate employment.

@ Need to spread benefits to unorganised
sector.

® Employer and worker representatives
should help National Labour Commission
prepare  recommendations  for  the
Government,

ganised labour, he said.

Legislative and administrative "rigidities" were
also hurdles to new investments, without which
faster growth was not possible.

He attributed industrial sickness to the greed
and incompetence of private managements.
"However, we cannot ignore the fact that improp-
er employment planning and inflexibility
in labour deployment in the face of changing
market conditions has also contributed to it,"
he said.

The Prime Minister assured that problems of
employees of Central Public Sector Undertakings
would be satisfactorily resolved. To restructure
and revive PSUs he had reconstituted the Group
of Ministers, which would make recommenda-

to accept réforms

tions on wage-related matters.

He stressed the need for a new legislative cli-
mate for investments, particularly in small indus-
tries and service sectors that had potential to gen-
erate employment. He said there was a need for
change but that did not mean "shrinkage" of what
the organised labour had gained through decades
of struggle. Rather, the benefits of the changes
miust be spread to the urorganised sector.

Mr Vajpayee regretted the delay in enacting law
to provide agricultural workers with minimum
wages, protection in service conditions and social
security. He said representatives of employers
and workers should help the National Labour
Commission prepare comprehensive recommen-
dations for the Government.

Labour Minister Satyanarayan Jatiya said the
Government was committed to tripartism and
that the Prime Minister had asked the Labour
Ministry be involved in policy formation on work-
ers in other Ministries and departments.

Mr Hasubhai Dave, general secretary,
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh opposed the hire and
fire policy and asked the Government to check
retrenchment. He opposed disinvestment in
PSUs and sought changes in the Minimum Wages
and Bonus Acts. He also called for a new institu-
tion to replace the BIFR.

Mr Arvind Doshi spoke for employers and said
a rigid labour policy was hindering growth. He
said checks on rationalisation of labour force
should go. The second Labour Commission was
welcome but the Government must implement its
recommendations. In place of abolishing contract
labour, there was a need to regulate it. And the
number of holidays for the workforce needed to
be reduced, he said.

e



_—ASSURANCE TO EMPLOYEES OF PSUs -

- PM seeks labour
'support for reforms

|
By Oug Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 14. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today had special words
for trade unions, doled out prom-
ises to public sector employees
and, in general, gave a pro-labour
speech while inaugurating the
36th session of the Indian Labour
Conference here.

He assured the employees of
Central Public Sector Undertak-
ings that their problems would be
satisfactorily resolved in the on-
going challenge to restructure
and revive sick PSUs. The Govern-
ment had reconstituted the
Group of Ministers for making
recommendations on wage-relat-
ed matters and safeguarding the
interests of workers in the sick
units.

Mr. Vajpayee cited many rea-
sons for industrial sickness, in-
cluding the greed and
incompetence of many private
managements and improper em-

ployment, planning and inflexi-
bility in labour deployment in the
face of changing market condi-
tions. ‘“Vast productive resources
worth crores are lying idle in sick
industrial units across the coun-
try at a time when we cannot af-
ford to waste a single investible
rupee,” he told delegates attend-
ing the two-day conference.

Turning to trade unions, the
Prime Minister urged them to
adopt a positive and supportive
attitude to economic reforms.
“We would like you to be partners
in the reform process since la-
bour, capital, management, so-
ciety and the state are tied to each
other by the bonds of harmony
and not of contradiction and con-
flict.”

He suggested the creation of a
new policy and a legislative cli-
mate conducive to new invest-
ments. Mr. Vajpayee said the
Government was committed to
“broadening, deepening and ac-
celerating the scope of internal

reforms to increase the prosperity
of all citizens”'.

“At the same time, we are fol-
lowing a cautious and carefully
calibrated policy towards global-
isation, so that we can best pro-
tect and promote our national
interests, including the interests
of our farmers and workers.”

Mr. Vajpayee said the existing
laws had contributed a lot to the
welfare of the organised labour
but not as much to the unorga-
nised sector. “We have also seen
that legislative and administrative
rigidities have often become hur-
dles in the path of new invest-
ments, without which faster
growth is not possible.”

He said the inauguration of the
conference today was significant
as it coincided with the birth an-
niversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar —
remembered not only for his con-
tribution to the framing of the
Constitution but also for his asso-
ciation with the labour move-
ment.
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/éentre to

© amend
1926 Trade

Union Act

(. ,\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE. |

NEW DELHI, March 7. — The
Centre today decided to amend
the 1926 Trade Union Act to
make unions more o%ttic

and accountable.
The amendment Bi

ongoing session of \the
Parliament, the Union
liamentary Affairs Minist
Mr Pramod Mahajan, sai
after a Cabinet meeting hexe
this evening. {c.\ o VL

By enhancing the numsi)%r of
employees needed to form a
trade union and have it regis-
tered to ten per cent of the
workforce, instead of the cur-
rent requirement of seven per-
sons, the amendment seeks to
reduce the number of trade
unions.

According to official sources,
the amendment would seek to
end multiplicity of trade
unions and streamline their
functioning. Annual elections
and auditing of annual
accounts will also be made
mandatory to make the unions
more accountable.

The proposed amendment to
the 75-year-old Act hopes to
limit the number of outside
members in the executive body
to one-third, subject to a maxi- |
mum of five. At present, 50 per
cent outsiders are allowed.

So far very few amendments
have been carried out in the

outmoded Act.
y]l/
i

8 Another report
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NEW DELHI, March 8. —
Most trade unions, including
the BJP-backed Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh, are against
making the Trade Union Act
more stringent to ensure that
10 per cent of the work force of
any unit be enrolled by the
. union before registration.

BMS secretary Mr K Lak-
shmana Reddy said though he
had not seen the exact propos-
als, the government’s intention
to “clip the wings” of trade
unions couldn’t be justified. He
said he would like the govern-
ment to stick to the recommen-
dation of the Ramanujam com-
mittee on this which favoured
either 10 per cent or 7 mem-
bers, whichever is less, for the
purpose of registration for a
union in any industrial unit.

Mr Reddy said the BMS did
not support the government on
many issues like disinvest-
ment, entry of multinationals
and even Mr Bill Clinton’s
vigsit. He said the BMS
weighed every issue on merit,
worked for the working class
and the country’s interests.

On being told that the secre-
tary of the Centre for Indian
Trade Unions and CPI-M Rajya
Sabha member Mr Jibon Roy
had written to the Prime
Minister giving vent to similar
sentiments in the wake of Mr
Mahajan’s announcement yes-
terday, Mr Reddy said the BMS
did not do that since it wanted
to first see the proposals which
were yet to be made public.

THE STATESMAN
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Punlop’s Sal(ng%@/g];

factortyx{ reopens
Y
\

HT Correspondent

Sahaganj, March 11 L (A >

A
SHOUTING OF slogans, bursting
of crackers, blowing of conch shells
and a general atmosphere of festiv-
ity marked the reopening of
Dunlop India Ltd’s Sahaganj fac-
tory today.

The factory gates, which
remained closed for the past 36
months, were opened at 8 am when
hundreds of workers entered the
premises. Green and violet colours
were sprinkled in an advanced cel-
ebration of Holi.

Dunlop’s president, M D
Shukla, raised the company flag an
hour later. He read out a message
faxed by company chairman M R

Chhabaria from USA that
promised to take the company to
greater glory.

Shukla later addressed the work-
ers, asking them to maintain quali-
ty of their products at any cost so
that the company may regain its
lost market share.

Speaking to reporters soon after
the gates were reopened, Shukla
said, “My team will need another
three to four days to figure out the
state of the machinery and the
time needed for reconditioning the
plant. But I believe we can start
production in four weeks’ time.”

Sunil Malakar, joint secretary of
the INTUC:-affiliated Dunlop
Rubber Factory Labour Union,
said after taking a look at the
machinery inside the factory, “The

old and in bad condition but I
believe we can make them work.”

Shukla said that about Rs 35
crore worth of orders were already
with the company, mostly from the
original equipment manufacturers.
Dunlop, he added, will be working
on a monthly target of Rs 33 crore-
plus turnover, at around 50 per
cent capacity.

There have been some new
recruitments too. Shukla claimed
that he has already built a 76-mem-
ber management team that
includes old Dunlop hands and
new recruits. “Another 10-12 man-
agement staff are supposed to
report for duty from today,” he
added. The total wage bill will be
around Rs 5 crore a month.
Dunlop had a turnover of Rs 65
crore per month at the time when
it was operating at full capacity.

About Ambattur, Shukla said
that one of the boilers had been
fired and workers have been paid
their salaries for the first month.

Dipankar Roy, general secretary
of the CITU-affiliated Dunlop
Workers Union, however, contest-
ed this claim. “I spoke to the lead-
ers of the Ambattur union yester-
day. They did not mention any
salary payments,” he said.

Shukla said Chhabaria’s contri-
bution of Rs 20 crore towards the
reopening of Dunlop would be
brought in as equity. “Money is not
a problem. If I need more I will get
that from the promoter,” he said.

Another report and
situation is bad, the machinery is photograph on Pagy/
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rade unions to fight-against

globallsatlon liberalisation

HT Correspondent \/K -\
New Delhi, March 28

WORLD TRADE unions will
launch a joint battle to fight the
adverse impact of liberalisation
and globalisation in developed and
developing countries.

This was resolved by the 14th
World Trade Union Congress
which concluded its four-day delib-
erations here today. Organised by
the World Federation of Trade
Unions, the confer-

observers from 64
nations. ‘

AITUC general secretary K.L.
Mahendra, who was also general
secretary of the preparatory com-
mittee of the congress, said in
India, a countrywide general strike
would be observed against globali-
sation and privatisation policies on
May 11. Trade Unions of SAARC
nations like Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka had also agreed to
hold demonstrations that day. The
Pakistani trade unjons, which
could not attend the congress due
to India's denial of visa to their del-
egates, would be informed of the

sl World Trade Union Congress
L |

1A\
plan of action.

WFTU  general \ secretary
Alexander Zharikov sa\d the large
attendance of delegytes from
around the world at the congress
showed trade unions' concern for
globalisation.

They were worried as to who
took the world's vital decisions and
“for whom". The workers faced
uncertainty everywhere.
Liberalisation and economic
reforms had only increased unem-

ployment and poverty.

The congress was attended by the
Organisation of African Trade
Union Unity, the International
Confederation of Arab Trade
Unions, the Permanent Congress
of Trade Union Unity of Latin
America, the General
Confederation of Trade Unions of
CIS countries and the All China
Federation of Ttade Unions as well
as the International Centre for
Trade Union Rights.

The conference adopted a reso-
lution for immediate lifting of eco-
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nomic blockade against Cuba,
Irag, Iran and Libya and sanctions
against China, Sudan, Yugoslavia,
India and Pakistan and payment of
compensation to all those who suf-
fered because of "these illegal and
arbitrary measures by big military
powers."

The congress has called for
implementation of the United
Nations Declaration-for a new
international economic order
which was adopted by the UN
General Assembly in
1974, upholding inter-
national  economic
cooperation based on
equality of rights of all
countries, an end to unequal trade
and economic exchanges.

The unions felt that the current
drive for neo-liberal globalisation
undermined national sovereignty
and economic independence of the
countries and reintroduced ele-
ment of neo-colonialism.

There was increase in mass
poverty despite the tremendous
development of productive forces
and this constituted the greatest
threat to the stability and security
of nations and reo les at the pre-
sent time,
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Correspondent
/mﬁelhi, February 2 H M\
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THE GOVERNMENT and the Committee of
Public Sector Trade Unions (CPSTU) today
made conflicting claims on the success of the
day long nation-wide strike organised by public
sector employees, who are seeking five-yearly
wage agreements

While the CPSTU comprising AITUC, CITU,
HMS and other bodies claimed that 75 per cent
of the total employees were on strike, the
Government compiled reports to show that the
strike was partial and had no effect in. central
and western India.

CITU general secretary M. K. Pandhe told
newspersons that there was no progress in wage
talks in the public sector for last three-and-a-
half years over the Department of Public
Enterprises’ guideline that the agreements
should be for 10 years. The demand for five-
yearly agreements was supported by all central
trade unions, he said.

AITUC general secretary K. L. Mahendra
said yesterday the unions had made a "reason-
able offer” to the Government that if there was
assurance on reducing the periodicity of the
agreements from 10 to five years, the strike
could be called off. He said the unions' sugges-
tion was not accepted. In a ballot, he said, over
90 per cent public sector employees had con-
sented for an indefinite strike.

HMS secretary R. A. Mital said the govern-
ment's insistence for 10-year agreements was
surprising when it was not clear how long it
would keep the units with it. There were fre-
quent announcements to privatise or sell-off the
units. Mr Mital said the indefinite strike could
take up to a month to organise.

CPSTU leaders said they would raise their

WEECt of strike

Trade unionists shouting slogans while on a strike in favour of five-yearly wage agreements in
Calcutta on Wednesday. Photo: AFP

demands at the forthcoming Standing Labour
Committee (SLC) meeting on Feb. 9. The
unions were ready for talks. They said all the
five federations of the port and dockworkers,
who had been called for talks, were boycotting
them since the Government had invited a union
which had opposed the workers' recent strike.
The unions would observe Feb. 16 as a protest
day for this.

The union leaders said they were not opposed
to privatisation but did not want the existing
public sector units to be sold off. The existing

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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units could act as regulators. The unions want-
ed the process of prrivatisation to be transpar-
ent. Also, it was "ridiculous” to sell off the units
to raise funds to meet the Government's finan-
cial deficit. The non-payment of wages in many
units was also a major issue. INTUC and BMS
did not join the strike.

The Government: said there was virtually nil
or little impact in Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Bhubaneswar, Dhanbad, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Jabalpur and Nagjour. However, the strike had a
big impact in Calcutta and Chennai.

— —
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. Staff packed off to Ambattur <

Dunlop should be

9 -l g

sued, says Basu
it a\V

CALCUTTA, Feb. 8. — Dunlop bosses today transferred the
entire management and maintenance engineering staff of both
their Sahagunj unit and Calcutta head office to Ambattur, even
as Mr Jyoti Basu said the company should be prosecuted for falsi-
fying minutes of its meeting with the workers. ,

The stand-off between the management and workers continued,
with neither side willing to concede any ground.

Dunlop assistant vice-president (industrial relations), Mr Bibek
Sensharma, said his president, Mr MD Shukla — now in Chennai
— had ordered the en masse transfers because the reopening of
the Sahagunj unit remained uncertain, PTI reported.

The company had yesterday revoked the suspension-of-work
notice served on its Ambattur factory two years ago, and the unit
is scheduled to re-open soon.

The Sahagunj and head office staff have been ordered to shift to
Chennai immediately. After this, Dunlop’s West Bengal unit and
offices will have no one but a few orderlies left.

Mr Sensharma today said there was no question of re-opening
the Sahagunj factory unless the Citu-affiliated Dunlop Workers’
Union signs the minutes of the meeting held on 6 January. :

But at Writers’ Buildings, Mr Jyoti Basu told repnrters that the’
minutes did not.include the unions’ version. It contained only
what the management had to say, and Dunlop should be prose-
cuted for falsifying the minutes.

“It 1s a criminal offence to falsify documents. They should be
prosecuted”. N .
Later; two senior officials of the company met with the chief sec-
retary, Mr Manish Gupta, and placed details of their Rs 20 crore
plan before him. Mr Gupta asked them tp reopen the Sahagunj |
factory — he said he could see no problems in it since all parties

wanted the unit re-opened.

The chief secretary told Dunlop’s representatives the company’s
continued closure was creating law and order problems in
Hooghly. The government, he said, would like to meet with the
company president, Mr Shukla. '

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

B See DUNLOP; nage 3

DUNLOP:

- ('Continued from page 1)

Citu leaders and the Dunlop
management are likely to hold
a meeting tomorrow.
Intuc: Leader of the Indian
National Trade Union Cong-
ress, Mr Subrata Mukherjee,
began an indefinite fast before
Intuc’s Free School Street office
after news came in from
Sahagunj that the factory had-
n't opened today.

Intuc leaders attacked Citu
for not cooperating to have the
unit reopened. “Closing down
factories to sell off the land to
promoters for multistoreyed
buildings may well be repeated
at Sahagunj,” they warned.
Intuc will march to Dunlop’s

headquarters tomorrow. )
Mamata magic wand; Miss
Mamata Banerjee claimed in
Midnapore today she knew
how to get the Sahagunj facto-
ry to reopen.“Let the govern-
ment admit it is incapable of
reopening the factory and then
see what we can do,” she said.

THE STATESMAN
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meet
Dunlop
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CALCUTTA, Feb. 9. — Mr
Jyoti Basu will hold talks with
the Dunlop management
tomorrow on reopening the
company's Sahagunj factory.

Earlier, the chief minister
had summoned the company’s
president, Mr MD Shukla. But
Mr Shukla has a meeting
scheduled with the Tamil
Nadu chief minister in
Chennai and will not be able to
meet Mr Basu tomorrow. Mr
Karunanidhi is visiting the
company’s Ambattur unit
which reopened today.

However, Mr Shukla has
deputed a senior executive, Mr
PK Sharma, to hold talks with
the West Bengal government
on the Sahagunj unit. Mr Basu
had told reporters at Writers'
Buildings this morning that
the state government was keen
on holding talks with the com-
pany president,.

The Intuc leader, Mr Subrata
Mukherjee, met the chief min-
ister today and sought his
intervention to reopen the
Sahagunj factory. After the
meeting, he called off his indef-
inite fast he -had begun in front
of the company's Free School
Street office since morning.

Intuc members will march to
the Dunlop office tomorrow in
protest against the delay in
reopening the Dunlop unit.

Criticising Citu for its non-
cooperation, Mr Mukherjee
said its refusal to sign the min-
utes should not have held up
reopening, as it was not an
agreement.

Intuc leaders warned that the
practice of closing down facto-
. ries and then selling off the
land to promoters may well be
repeated at Sahagunj.

THE STATESMAN
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CALCUTTA, Feb. 10. — A
senior Dunlop official emerged
from a meeting with Mr Jyoti
Basu today to announce “posi-
tive results” could be expected
at Sahagunj in the next few
days. |l cw 1{)

The of’ i(;f:il desjéri ed the
meeting as “fruitful.” But he
did not give any date for
reopening of the unit.

{Mr Bibek Sensharma,
Dunlop assistant vice president
(industrial relations), told The
Statesman from Chennai that
the date of reopening — or
whether the Sahagunj unit
would be reopened at all —
would be decided after a meet-
ing with the trade unions
tomorrow.)

“Some additions would have
to be made in the minutes of
the last meeting between the
management and the unions,”
Mr Prem Sharma, Dunlop’s
senior vice-president, said. He
insisted, however, that the
minutes would, in essence,
remain the same.

At a press conference, Citu
state general secretary, Mr
Chittabrata Majumdar, said
Mr Basu’s intervention in the
impasse had worked. He
understood that the unions’

version would be included_in
the minutes, paving the way
for Citu to sign it.

Citu, to which the Dunlop
Workers’ Union is affiliated,
has been refusing to sign the
minutes of the 6 January meet-

_ing between the workers and

~management. The union’s

views have not been included
in the draft, it says. On
Tuesday, the chief minister
had charged Dunlop with “fal-
sifying” the minutes, a “crimi-
nal offence” for which he felt
the company should be “prose-
cuted.”

Edit:(Dgcadent signs,
page 8

Both Mr Sharma and Mr
Majumdar announced the
Dunlop management would
meet Citu representatives
tomorrow. The management
will meet with representatives
of the Congress-affiliated Intuc
on 12 February, Mr Majumdar
said.

No trade union representa-
tives were present at Mr
Basu’s two-hour meeting with
Mr Sharma at the chief minis-
ter’s Salt Lake home today.

After the meeting, Mr
Sharma told reporters Dunlop

. meeting

d have to review its
finances before re-opening the
Sahagunj factory, because the
company had lost important
government orders during the
period the unit has been shut.

From Chennai, Mr
Sensharma said Mr Basu’s
allegation about the company
having falsified minutes of its
meeting with the workers did
not figure in the talks the chief
minister had had with Mr
Sharma today. Dunlop presi-
dent, Mr MD Shukla, had been
informed of the developments,
Mr Sensharma said.

SNS. also spoke with Mr
Shukla in Chennai.

Mr Shukla clarified that
Dunlop had every intention of
reopening its Sahagunj unit —
the transfer on Tuesday of 15
senior managers and mainte-
nance engineers from Calcutta
to Ambattur was only in order
to get the Tamil Nadu unit
back on rails.

“The gates of the Sahagun;j
unit are still closed. So we
thought that we could utilise
our senior staff members there
(in Calcutta) to start the hold-
ing up operations in Ambattur
until the revival schemes by
the BIFR is cleared. This would

B See DUNLOP: page 4

4 DUN

(Continued from page 1)

ensure that the transition from
the start-up operations to actu-
al day-to-day running of the
unit would be smooth™.

Dunlop reopened its
Ambattur factory yesterday.
Mr Shukla made a formal
reopening today.

Mr Shukla said he was too
busy to go to Calcutta to meet
Mr Basu immediately.
“Now that the Ambattur unit
has been reopened, 1 have to
concentrate my attention
here. [ cannot leave the place
now".

In his Calcutta press confer-
ence, My Chittabrata Majum-
dar described the fixing of the
meeting between Citu and the
Dunlop management for tomor-
row as a positive step. He
hoped the Sahagunj factory
would reopen soon.

The Citu leader attributed
todav's breakthrough to inter-
vention by Mr Basu. Citu lead-
ers, Mr Majumdar said. had
met the chief minister before
he spoke with the Dunlop rep-
resentative. and clarified their
stand regarding the signing of
the draft minutes.

Mr Majumdar spelt out the
three points Citu wants includ-
ed in the draft minutes:

B The notice of suspension of
must work be lifted immediate-
ly, and

W all arrears including wages,
bonus, medical allowance etc
and pavments during suspen-
sion of work be paid.

M The time of payment can be
discussed after the factory
reopens.

THE STATESMAN
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Explaining why C&tu has
refused to sign the “dbctored”
draft minutes, Mr Majumdar
said: “Once we sign a docu-
ment, we abide by its contents.
Unlike any other union we can-
not sign whatever we are asked
to and then violate the agreed
terms.”

According to Mr Majumdar,
Dunlop had launched a vilifica-
tion campaign against Citu
and tried to create the impres-
sion that the union — and not
the management was
responsible for the Sahagunj
factory not reopening on 7
February.

“The truth is exactly the
opposite. Citu has been
demanding from day one
that the suspension of work
unilaterally imposed by the
management be lifted immed;-
ately”.

The management had “doc-
tored” the draft minutes of the
6 dJanuary meeting, Mr
Majumdar said: “The most
objectionable element in the |
modified draft was that arrears
payments would not be dis-
cussed, but would be consid-
ered in the second year of oper-
ation.”

Citu cannot accept such con-
ditions, though A} wants the
factory to reo n/jmmediately,

he said.
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~ Y Citu does di sgrvice 19 workers
is tragic that the Citu le aershlp, w claims to be cus

todians of the working class, prolonged the suffering o
4,000 workers of Dunlop’s Sahagunj unit by delaying signing
minutes of the 6 January meeting between the management
and unions. They did a great disservice to the Sahagunj work-
ers who are still not sure whether the Dunlop management
will fulfil its promise to reopen the factory by 11 March.
However much the Marxists might claim that the delay was to
protect workers’ interest, the fact is this provided manage-
ment the opportunity to include two new significant clauses in
the minutes: that the union’s demand for arrears was not a
pre-condition for its signature and that the unions will ensure
that there is no loss of output over any issue once Sahagunj
opens. This is an undertaking of good behaviour whereas the 6
January minutes merely stated that arrears would be dis-
cussed after the unit reopened. Why did Citu withhold signa-
ture despite being forewarned that delay would provide an
excuse to prolong the impasse? Obviously the objective of
Citu’s strategy was to secure partisan gains and impress
everyone with its clout. It ended up betraying its irrelevance.
Because Sahagunj is vet to reopen even though Citu signed
the minutes and Jyoti Basu made a high-profile intervention
on the understanding that the factorv would reopen “next
week”. The Dunlop management’s snub is directed both at
Jyoti Basu and Citu. The message is that if Citu can play poli-
tics, two can play that game. The snub worked.

Contrast this with Ambattur's smooth reopening on sched-
ule. It showcases a different political culture. The overriding
concern for the DMK Government, specially Karunanidhi, was
to extend all help so that no time was lost in reopening the
factory. The objective was to resume production and end the
Ambattur workers’ suffering. Politicising the reopening issue
was not on the DMK’s agenda. Although the Chhabrias are
largely to blame for creating the Dunlop mess, West Bengal
Marxists have contributed significantly to prolonging the
agony. For well over a year finance minister Asim Dasgupta
and labour minister Shanti Ghatak, wasted time fighting
political and personal battles to decide who would be the trou-
bleshooter. Asim poached on Ghatak’s territory, issuing base-
less statements about MRF wanting to take over Dunlop. Jyoti
Basu is no less to blame. He did not respond to Subrata Mukh-
erjee’s appeals to intervene two months after Dunlop suspend-
ed production. Had he done so, the impasse would not have
lasted this long, Some Marxists have even broached the idea
guny’s 800 acres of prime land to reaitors to
help Chhabrfas invest in Dunlop’s revival. The so-called pro-
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