‘Atal asks Buddha to rein in clash spiral

FROM DIPTOSH MAJUMDAR

New Delhi, Nov, 30: A “pofitely
firm” Prime Minister today
asked chief minister Buddh-
adeb Bhattacharjee to end the
~gprowing” violence in West
Boengal and the propaganda
that the Centre was not doing
enough for flood-hit areas.

Afal Dehari Vajpayee said
with elections around the corner,
fie did not expect the Left Front
regime not to be critical of his
vovernment.  But  Vajpayee,
whose eriticism of Jyoti Basu
had always been either muted or
oblique, added that the propa-

“gundta should net convey the
RJP-led coalition was doing
nothingatall.

Bhattacharjee, who had called
on Vajpayee for the first time
sipce taking over as chief minis-
ter, heard the lecture patiently At

a press conferencd later, he de-
scribed his visit to the Prime Min-
ister’s house as a courtesy call and
said the only issue discussed was
the flood.

Government seurces, however,
said the Prime Minister told the
chief minister that “you must do
something 1o end violence” and
urged him to cooperaie with the
Opposition for smooth eloctions
next year

Bhattacharjee pointed out that
he has been calling all-party meet-
ings hut Mamuata Banerjee was
not attending them. He told re-
porters political clashes were re-
siricted to seven police station
areas in Midnapore. Even in this
district, he said, violence was on
the wane and people who had fled
were returning home.

When the chief minister ac-
cused Mamata of instigating vio-
lence with her provocative speech-

ool

YR S
es, Vajpayee was quick to respond.
“Mamata keeps telling me that in
your party monthpiece, her state-
ments are distorted and pubiished
in a provocative manner. This viti-
ates the atmosphere,” he said.

The plan to split Haldia Petro-
chemicals into two has heen
dropped. lnstead, Indian Oi]
Corporation will pick up a stake
in the company, the chief minis-
ter said in Delhi. (See Page 6)

Vajpayee, supported by the
Union secretary of expenditure,
contested the state government's
claim that it was not getiing
enough floed relief from the Cen-
tre. He got his officials to provide
the break-up of the help the Cen-
tre has provided since the floods
in September-October: The figures
were iater released fo the inedia.

The official sources suggested

that even without the Rs 430 crore
assistance provided by Hudeo, the
government had pumped in about
Rs 800 crore under different
schemes, The Prime Minister also
said he was aware that Union fi-
nance minister Yashwant Sinha
had met his West Bengal counter-
part and Asim Dasgupta had gone
back satisfied.

But at the press conference,
Bhattacharjee said the Centre had
nout done enough to offset the dam-
age estimated at over Rs 5,600
crore, The state badly needed Rs
1,487 crore, he said.

When Bhattacharjee called on
the home minister, L. K. Advani
echoed Vajpayee in advising the
chief minister to check political
clashes. Advani heard out Bhat-
tacharjee’s demand for help to
solve the Kamtapur problem but
asked him not to be soft on infil-
tration from across the border.
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The chief minister told repor!-
ers that the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation was being helped by
the Ulfa militanis. Some GNLF
dissidents were also being trained
by a Nagamilitani group.

Ha pointed out to Advani that
Mamata's call for job reservation
for Muslims could cause tensian.
He also told reporters that the Tri-
namul Congress leader had a soft
spot for the Kamtapur movenwent.

The meetings with Vajpayee
and Advani had a few rough pat-
ches but, on the whole, were cor-
dial. Ending the meeting with the

Prime Minister, Bhattacharjee
said the former Caleutta Universi-
ty professor and Uttar Pradesh
Governor, Vishnukant Shastr,
had introduced him to Vajpavee's
poetry, which he had enjoved read-
in_g. Vajpayee thanked the chief
minster for his kind words.

M Another report on Page 6
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NEW DELHI, BPEX. 3. Though the rul-
ing Bharaaya‘\Janata Party was
somewhat cawfjous in its re-
sponse today to Pgkistan's ofter of
exercising “maximuwm restraint”
on the Line of Control in Kashmir,
the Opposition parties, particu-
larly the Left and the Ceongress,
view the offer as a * positive devei-
opment”’ which could be used (o
start " parallel talks” with Pakistan
even as India goes ahead 1o devel-
op ils offer of talks with militant
groups in Kashmir.

In fact, several Kashmiri leaders
are here — Mr. Abdul Glhiani Bhat,
chairman of the All-Party Hurri-
yal Conference, and Mirwaiz UUm-
er Farooq, former chairman, flew
in today; Mr. Yaseen Malik, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liheration front
chairman, was already here, and
Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone, another
senior Hurriyat leader, is expect-
cd back from Paidsian in the next
few days. Some “informal-level”
contacts are expecred (o take
place.

The APHC has already
comed Pakistan’s offer as a “step
in the right direction’ and hoped
tndia would “‘reciprocate” and
“take more bold steps” such as it
unitateral ceasefire offer to help
start a political dialogue and find
a solution o the Kashmir prob-

wel-

duilah told PTT in New Delhi that
“we have kept our doors apen for
anyone who wishes to restore
peace in the Valley”, and that "/
saniyal (humanicarianism)”
would be the guiding principle.

Though it is being admitred
that there is nothing new in Pakis-
tan's offer of "reottaint” along the
Lo and that Pakistan had not ad-
dressed the basic issue ol cross-
horder terrorism, a view seems to
be developing that however smail
the window Pakistan has opened,
India should seize the opportuni-
ty o look for restarting the de-

Laxman, BIP president, wid The
Hindu thar in addition te “'re-
straint nn the LoCY  Pakistan
should also “pave the wayv for a
diaingue with India by ordering
cessation of cross-border terror-
tzm. If that were to happen, [ do
not rhink [ndia would have any
objection 1o tatks with Pakistan
under the Shimla Agreement or
the Lahore Declaration,” he said.

Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, party
vice-president, similarly empha-
sised the need to end cross-bor-
der terrorism. “We have always
adopted a defensive posiury on

‘Pak. response encouraging’

By Vimay Kumar

NEW DELHI, DEC. 3. The former All-Party Hurriyat Conference chair-
man, Mirwaiz Umer Faroog, sees Pakistan’s response of exercising
restraint along the Line of Controel (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir as a

“positive and encouraging development”,

which can be used to cre-

ate a conducive atmosphere for initiating the peace process.
“the common factor in India’s initiative, Pakistan's response and

our reaction is the stress on the need for a dialogue,”

the Mirwaiz,

who arrived here today told The Hindu. He said the Hurriyat Confer-
ence had always maintained that the Kashmir issue was political in

nature and it needed to be resolved that way

means’’.

“without military

He expressed the hope that the ceasefire offer and Pakistan's ve-
sponse would pave the way for involvement of all the three paities in
the talks in a positive way. “After Pakistan's response, the ball is now
in the court of the Indian Government.”

restraint by Pakistan is meaning-
less,” However, he was hapeful
that the next couple of days
should see “some clarifications
from Pakistan, if they are seri-
ous”,

The Lett and the Congress feel
that along with informal congacts
with militar:.t groups in the Vajloy.
the Government should rmake at-
tempts to start “parallel talks”
with Pakistan “atsome level”. Mr.
Natwar Singh, party leader and
former External Affairs Minister,
said, “"The Pakistan offer is (o be
welcomed. We should look at it
with an unprejudiced mind. We
made a gesture, hey have re-
sponded. This could lead to talks
which could be held under the
Shimla Agreement,” But “tripar-
tite talks’” between india, Pakis-
tan and Kashmiri militant groups
“were out of the question”.

Mr. A.B. Bardhan, CPI gencral
secrelary, saw in the Pakistan re-
sponse a “process of inching for-
ward towards talks”. The Cenire’s
reaction should be positive and
the opportunity “‘should not be
rejected out of hand”. Mr. Pra-
kash Karat, CPI{M) politburo
member, was of the view that at
“some level” talks with Pakistan
would have to begin. It was lime/
India “‘spelt out iis political
proach to the problem.’’




V 101 1ce victims® kin ma
y

STATESMAN NEES SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Dec. 5. — Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya
vigilz Kespur tomorrow with a
message of resioring peace to
the vielence-hit area. After his
first Cabinet meeting as chief
minister today, he hinted at
extending employment benefits
to relatives of those affected by
violence in the districts.

But this may take some time
hecause the government is yet
to  determine who these
“political sufferers” are. Only
then can their kin be given
special employment benefits in
ihe state governmendt.

The proposal came before the
Cabinet from the labour
department. It may be recalled

that Mr Jyoti Basu as chief JP

minister had earlier expressed
his desire to help those affected
by viclence in Midnapore,
Hooghly and Bankura. There
had been demands for
compensation for relatives of
those killed in  political
violence.

At the Cabinet meeiing today,
Mr Bhattacharya said that
more discussions are needed
before a decision could he taken
on identifying political
sufferers.

The chief minister, who will
address a public meeting in
Kespur tomorrow, said he
would appeal for peace. He will
also discuss ways of restoring
peace with district officials.

The Cabinet also approved
the formation of three more fire
stations in the state, to be
located in Jalpaiguri, Bankura

employment | |

and South 24-Parganas. It has
decifled to give the Chanchal
area of Malda the status of a
subdivision. This will be done
in a week. The chief minister
said he would rot participate in
the dharna on 7 December

fram Kespur (Midnapore).

The entire route Dom
Midnapore town lo Kespur,
through which his convoy will
pass, has been decorated with
party flags, festoons and 15
arches. Over 300 =ecurifymen.
including FEastern Frontier
Rifles, anti-sabotage forces, dog
squad and task forces, have
been deployed and would he
monitored by the [ (Western
Range), Mr JR Bhagat.

The district magistrate. Mr
MV Rae, and the &P,
Midnapore, Mr Gourav Duita,
today visited Kespur to check
the security arrangement.

The party leaders are aiming
. for a record number of people,

two lakh with one lakh from
‘s Respur block alene, to attend

-~ the rally. People here have
been, in a sense, ordered to
turn up at the rally,

Day labourers have fo leave
aside their work for the day in
aorder to be present at the
raily.

before Parliament House by
Lefl Front MLAs.
The MLAs will be demanding

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya

that the Centre provide They had to take part in
the state with flood relief processions organised by the
funds. Regarding the 20 CPI-M today. Some of them

even paid Rs 50 to Rs 70 each
for the rally.

Dver 100 Trinamul activists,
who had fled from their hame,
are yet to return. They are
staying away because theyv are
wanted in criminal cases, police
said. Around 250 party workers
will escort Mr Bhattacharya to
Kespur from Midnapore circuit
house. He will be given guard
of honour by 1500 partymen
and 500 women comrades in
Kespur. Tribal dance will he
part of the reception. P

A

December bandh on the same
issue, Mr Bbattacharya said:
“Let us wait and see how things
turn out, specially the attitude
of the Central government.”

Grand welcome

A grand weleome awaits My
Buddhadev Bhaitacharva who
will arrive here tomorrow as
part of his tour of the districts.
The chief minister will address
a party rally here, adds SNS

THE STATESMAN
,’5 pec 20



Iom CPM, Buddha

o Yy

tells Trmam\ul men.

UDAY BASU

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KESPUR, Dec. 6. Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya

today urged those who are with
the Trinamul Congress “by
mistake” to quit the party and
join the CPI-M, “if they care for
themselves, their families and
their state”.

At a huge rally of party
supporters here, the most
troubled spot in violence-
ridden Midnapore, the chief
minister said: “The Trinamul
has learnt a lesson. Its activists
here, who set fire to thousands
of our party supporters’ homes,

. now realise their hands too
have got burnt. The Trinamul
is isolated from the people”

Those who had joined the
Trinamul “by mistake”, he said,
should now “forget” what they
have done and join the CPI-M,
because “the Trinamul’s is the
path of sin and injustice”.

“Why should vou be with the
Trinamul and not with us? We
are not a party of princes. We
are not born merely to be
ministers, but have been
fighting for the poor and the
downtrodden for years.”

The chief minister then

solemnly declared that l his
government’s policy towards
Kespur is “no arson, no killing
and no leoting”.

“The Prime Minister and the
Union home minister asked me
whether peace will return to
Kespur. and I told them that it
will,” he told the crowd. “T also
told them that the people of
Kespur do nol want viclence. It
was some criminals who spread
the vialence.”

He, however,
Opposition parties too

added 't'hat
“swill

8 Cadres drive out
Trinamul men, page 3

have to talk about peace™

He asserted that many
Trinamul supporters had
returned to Kespur, but some
hadn’t “because they can’t face
the people after their crimes”.

He stressed that it was thb
Trinamul that began the
violence in the districts, and
“that is why we lost the
Panskura Lok Sabha seat. But
now you have turned round,
you will net allow viclence to
break out. But if Trinamul
goons atiack, will you bow
before them?”

S
_ 1706080
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The minister for land and
land reforms, Mr Suryakanta
Mishra, scoffed al Miss
Mamata Banerjee’s “Panskura
line”, saying it had met with an
accident just as the Howrah-
Amritsar Mail did. “It’s
because she neither looks after
the railway. tracks nor the
people of the state.”

Only last week the Trinamul
chief had addressed a party
rally at Hati Phalka near here,
but “hardly any Trinamul
supporter attended it. It means
the Trinamul train running on
the Panskura line got stranded
at Hati Phalka. It could not
reach Kespur,” he said amid
loud cheers.

At the Midnapore circuit
house, Mr Bhattacharya told
reporters he had told district
officials to see that pecace
returns immediately, adds a
report from Midnapore. He
promised a peaceful Assembly
election in the distriet. )

Police have been asked to
round up criminals, whichever
party is their political patron,
he told reporters. Erring
officers will be punished.

The chief minister spent an
hour with officials, discussing
the situation in the district.



asu harps on
Left unity at,
farewell meet

HT Correspondent ," -~ \
Caloutta, October 31 1°
“DONT WORRY, The Left Front
will be back in power™ Iyofi Basu
has abways been a man of few words
and his parting message to his col-
leagues was shart and crisp. Today,
Basu presided over his last Cabinet
meeting as Chief

Time and again, Basu tried to
shake off the overhanging grief. <1
am still the Chief Minsster and will
come ta office tomorrow. If you
want fo meet me, you can,” he 1okl
his colleagues to lighten the atmos-
phere somewhat. Then, switching
gears, he reminded the miniters
about the oath-taking ceremony on
November 6.

Minister, “Ii. is
because we rem-

Sonia praise

“Now that T will
not be there, you

ained uniled that will have (o fake
we could tuke for fOI’ Basu oath again. Make
24 years. We it & point o
worked fogether. | CONGRESS  PRESIDENT | attend the swear-
Kesp up the good | Sonia Gandbi has sent her | ing-in ceremony,”
work,” Basu | “respectful good wishes” to An uneusy

advised, his min-
isters clearly find-
ing themsclves at

Jyoti Basu on the eve of his lay-
ing down office. Basu’s relin-
quishing office marked ibe end

silenge descended
in the Cabinet
meeting room. It

a loss to find | of “an era in the history of your | wus veteran min-
words  in  Tes- [ parly and West Bengal”, she has | ister and Basu’s
ponse. said in a message. collengue  since

Since morning She recalled his links with the { 1977 Debuabrata
today, Writers' | Nebhru-Gandhi family and said ] Banerjee who got
Buitdings, from | such connections had “tran- § up to offer his
where Basw’s writ | scended ideological and poiiti- | regards to the
ran for 24 vears, | cal differences. Throughour{ Chief Minister.
wore @ pensive | your unlque cargef you have | Senior  miaister
gath. The mes- } raised the level of npationali and CPI leader
sage that  the | political dialogue and have set{ Nandagopal
Chief Minister | high standards for public action | Bhuttacharya

was quitting had
travelled far and

and private discougse.”

{urn came next

HTC, Catcutta | “Since this s a

wide from the
corndors of  power,  State
Government employees, party lead-
ers, MLAs, reporters and children
svarmed the protected area even as
Basu wag in the Cabinet meeting.
Many of them had come to donate
money to the
Relief Fund. Bat the botiomline
was: everyone wanted to have a last
glimpse of Basu in his familiar chair.

Chief Ministar’s -

Cabinet meeting
it would be fair if we take a8 resolu-
tion on Basu's contributions as
Chief Minister,” e pleaded.

it was now timee for a pholo ses-
sion. The ministers all gathered
around the Chief Migister scated in
his chuir. Some women employees
were wajting instde to serve tea to

the ministers. “Come this side.” the
Chief Minister beckoned nV
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BY A STAFF REPORTER - )

Calcutta, Nov. 3: Nothing
much was different. Jyoti
Basu walked out of Writers’
for the last time as chief min-
ister brisk and curt. Perhaps,
a little less curt. At times,
even apologetic.

On June 21, 1977, before step-
ping into Writers’ for the first
time as chief minister, he had
addressed a meeting organised
by government employees in
front of the VIP gate. On Novem-
ber 3, 2000, he did the same be-
fore stepping out.

Nothing much was different.

*Or, was it? The crowds that had
gathered outside for a glimpse of
Basu filled the stretch of road in
front of Writers’. On June 21,
1977, tens of thousands had taken
to the streets in post-Emergency
euphoria. The crowds had

I thinned, as had Jyati Basu's hair,

in the wear and tear of 24 vears.

Minutes before 11.30 am,
Basu'’s white panjabi, set off by a
beige sleeveless jacket, flashed
briefly in the corridor of power as
he marched into his room, look-
ing straight ahead, just as he has
done always. Next tg him was
chief minister-designate Bud-
dhadev Bhattacharva.

“What's scheduled for today?
Hand me the work, it's the last
day for me here.”

For the next half-hour he
cleared files. The last file to bear
his signatnre was on government
rontrol over cold storage hiring
charges.

Bhattacharya and finance
minister Asim Dasgupta filed in
next. Some more files were
hrought in. Basu had had enocugh
_orhislastday

“No more files for me. Buddha
will look after things from next
week. Take them to him.” Thus
Bhattacharya was initiated into
chief ministerial responsibility.

Nothing much was different.
Reminiscing later hefore journal-
ists, Basu said: “Bidhanbabu
amay bolechhilen, tomay chairey
boshiyei jabo (Bidhan Roy had
told me that he would depart after
puiting me in the chair).”

M

~\

AR\

retires

The memory brought a smile
to his tacitarn face as he auto-
graphed a picture of himself with
Bidhan Roy in Writers’ Buildings.

Before that, at 12.35 he had
walked cut of his office, spending
just over an hour, almost half of it
taken up inaccepting donations to
the chief minister's relief fund
and in receiving well-wishers.

As the visitors placed their
bouquets, Radhika Jeevan Dhar, a
driver at Writers’ for vears, pre-
sented the chief minister a paint-
ing. It was a portrait of Basu done

by Dhar’s 14-year-old grandson,
the background tomato red.

Basu'sfacelit upfor a moment.
He refused mishti offered to him
throughout the day as steadfastiv
as he said he was retiring for
health reasons. “1 cannot carry on
as, chief minister any more.
Please extend vour co-operation
to the new chief minister”

It was a line that kept coming
back through the two hours he
stayed at Writers'. Addressing
government employees, he said;
“For the past few months, you

(Left) Basu taking oath in June 1977 and (vight) Jeaving his room at Writers” for the last time as chi

might have been dissatisfied with
my curt answers. What could 1do?
It was my illness that prevented
me from talking at length.”

His parting words of apology

ISLIC

No more files for me.
Buddha will iook after
things from next week.
Take them to him
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lier remains

ef minister on Friday. Picture by Aloke Mitra

yme without a mild re-
re were moments when
eeds had been given the
told the gathering of
“M-dominated coordina-
1ittee members.
1id not deny those ex-
touch of self-criticism,
ar times drifted from the
» shall have to strive not
ything from the people,”
‘awing the curtain down
where he occupied the
1t for so many years.
are refusing to look at

life without him. Ashok Dogra,
who drives his car in Delhi, had
come over to see Basu off to retire-
ment. He will not chauffeur any
other chief minister.

“Does one ride a smaller ani-
mal after riding an eiephant?”
Dogra is refusing to change.

“Communists are soldiers.”
Basu said hefore stepping down
from the dais to cheers of Jyotl
Basu lal salam.

Someone reminded him that
he had walked from Raj Bhavan to
Writers' after being sworn in

Isit true?
asks Atal

BY INDRANIL GHOSH

Calcutta, Nov. 3: Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee and chief
minisier Jyoti Basu, who often
in jest describe each other as
“the right leader in the wrong
party”, had a long telephone
talk this evening.

“I understand from newspa-
per reports that vou are retir-
ing. Is it true?” Vajpayee asked.

“What you have gathered is
true. 1 have had along stint in of-
fice. So I am calling it a day
now,” Basu replied.

Enquiring after his health,
Vajpayee hoped Basu would
continue to be active. Vajpayee
also made a few remarks about
his own health.

“But vou are still a young
man,” Basu said, telling the
Prime Minister not to allow
health concerns to weigh on his
mind.

“What little I can make out
of newspaper or magazine
photographs, your operated
knee is behaving fine. Even
though vou are walking with
the aid of a stick, I think your
movements will be normal
soon,” Basu said,

Speaking to The Telegraph
after the chat, Basu said with a
smile: “He offered me his good
wishes.”
® Norollback now, Page 8

chief minister. “I was vounger
then. I prefer to take my car back
home this time,” Basu replied.

At 1.43 pm, WB-02E 0001 pulled
away.

After Monday, Jyoti Basu will
not be chief minister: But he re-
mains president of the union at
British Oxygen, a position he has
held for double the number of
years he has heen chief minister.
Today, one of his last acts was o
sign an agreement as leader of

that union. i
Nothing much is differept.
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By Malabika Bhattacharya

CALCUTIA, NOV, 4, Mr. Jvoti Basu,
who has becorne the first politic-
tan in luing memory to lay down
office of Chief Mindster of West
Bengal after bringing lo an end a
24-year-old innings. appears re-
laxed. With the pressures of office
gone, Mr. Basu, the maest visible
face of Indian communism, is all

set to embark upon a new phase of

his career, as the shaper of the pro-
posed third fronr. In an interviet,
Mr. Basu shared with The Hindu's
Malabika Bhattacharya ifs expe-
vience in office, kis idea of the fu-
ture and his impressions of his
successor. Excerpis from the fnfer-
views:

The Hindu: Politicians in India
are not known for giving up of-
fice on their own, You are an ex-
ception,

Mr. Jyoti Basw: t never han-
kered for office. 1 held the office of
Chief Minjster only because my
party wanted me to do so. | tried
to do my job to the best of my
abilities. T think, we have achieved
a lot. There are certain negative
features, too. We must correct
them.

But your decision to quit office
is a rare one.

It's because of my illness. A year
ago, 1 told my party to relieve me
of my duties but they thought i
fnust continue. | respected my
colieagues' wishes and carried on,

But, then, you could carty on
despite your poor health condi-
tion.

INTERVIEW

No. now I feel T can't do that
any longer. | am going to office
onty for a short while. As Chief
Minister of a State with eight
crore people, | can't spend so lit-
tie time in office, 1 Telt T was not
doing justice to the people.

If your party performs badly in
the coming Assembly election
and wants you hack in office,
would you respond to your par-
ty's call?

No, no. We will win the As-
sembly election.

Don’t you think that politic-
fans’ retirement age should be
fixed? In fact, this issue is being
debated in other communist
parties also.

1 don't know about the others.
This issue was discussed in our
party but {(smiles], there has been
no unanimity on this. As things
stand now, you are expected to go
on doing things till you die. Bur,
you cannot go on doing the way

Mr. lyoti Basu, outgoing West Bengal Chief Minister, signing a memorandum of
understanding entered into between the State Industrial Development Corporation and the
Bengal Port Ltd. at his residence in Calcutta on Saturday. Looking on is
Mr. Sonmath Chatterjee, chatrman, WIBDC. — Photo: Sushata Patronobish

you did 40 years sgo. Anyvhow, T
have accepted rhis position. ‘Tl
death, whatever little | can do, |
viil) continue to do for the people.
Ard that can be done as long as
my hrain functions.

What does politics mean to
you?

Palitics to me is abom people.
We communisis say that we have
ne gther interest but to serve the
peaple.

Mowadays not everyone in the
CPI{M) keeps that in mind.

Sometimes, of course, we forget
that.

Will you campaign for the As-
sembly election?

'] amwell, 1 cap partivipate in
the election, May be I will need to
fiire # helicoprer,

You will be a regular ai the
party office from now on?

Now that | have retired, [ would
be able to go to the party office
more often and help the com-
rades. The pariy has become
weak in certain areas.

Which are the arcas you have
in mind?

Calcurta and North-24 Parga-
nas district. [n Calentta, the com-
rades were hadly divided which
was reflected in the party confer-
ence {at Thiruvananthapuram).
The bitterness was over the issue

of participation in a Government
at the Centre. {smiles).

Finally the Basu
umphed.

(Smiles). 1 am aot saying thay,
you are. 1 said why should there
be bitterness? We were alsa i«
minarity when we put forth the
argumeni in favour of participa-
fion in a Central Government.

Thase who opposed you real-
ised their mistakes,

Yes, of course, they did, We
have changed our party pro-
SFAMES.

What does it matter now even
if you change your palicy?

What can you do? It's a very dif-
ficutt situation now, At that point
in time, an opportunity presented
itsell before w, The Congress,
too, was ot in a position to with-
draw support from our Gavern-
ment. We thought even if we werc
in a minority we would be able 10
play a imuch bigger wole. We knew
we would not be able to continue
forever but we afso knew we could
make certain palicy changes.

Now, the issue of participation
is on your agenda butit’s oo Jate
in the day. Isn't it?

Yes, it's very difficult to do any-
thing now. Our party congress
resolution is: forge the United
Front. .

line tri-

Do you see any possibility of
sich a front emerging in the
near future?

I cannot give vou a timetable.
Buy 1he task is very difficulr. As for
us in Bengal, we have our strength
inttact. But we don’t have that in-
fluence in many parts of India.
There we need allies. The old af-
lies have disintegrated.

There are rumblings within
the CPI(M) with many threaten-
ing to quit.

There may be some.

You have been like a banyan
tree all these years. Your depar-
ture may provoke the disgrun-
tled elements within the party to
leave?

Fortunately, 1 played that role
But we ceminunists believe that
individuals are not all. The party,
the organisation also play an im-
porant roie. My successor s an
experienced man, He would be
abie e inspire confidence in oth-
ers.

What are the qualities you saw
in him?

People used 1o say he is only
interesled in culture. That he does
not mix with peaple. Buz, that has
alf changed in the past year or so.
Heis acceptable to the party and 1
am sure, he would be acceptable
to the people as well.

e people ]yotl Bast

It seeins that the rurad B
is not enamoured of your
anymore. Your comment.

Our strength is Intact in
Bengal. One by- clection in
napote does not reflect the 2
position. But I always say, th
no reom for complacency.

Have you detected comple
<y in the party leaders and v
ers?

I will be frank. Qur worke
certain districts have becoime
tached from the people. | al
83y, go to the people, liste
their criticisms and if you gan
whai they are asking for, then
them why vou can't. Speak
treith.

Is there any possibiliry «
split in the party?

Na, na. It's the newspapers s
write abount it. Why should th
be a split? What will they do ¢
side the party?

You think the rebels real
this?

Everyone realises this. Some
dividuals may leave. That's |
These is no chance of a4 mass e
dus.

The younger set of leaders m
at the: helm of the party are po
uvlarly known as hardliners, |
cantrast, you, at age 87, are f
mous for being a modern war

I think that they are ail reafist
muodern and pecfectly capable
anhalysing a situation properly an
coming to a preper conclusion.

Between 1977 and 2000, a ner
generation of voters have com
into existence whose sympathie
are not with the Left.

The young generation does no
know about our sufferings, ou
struggles. That's wihiy T always sa
that the party has 1o educate the
young pecpie to understand the
problem. Somehow, this exercise
has stonped for the past threc
years, t am being frank. This is no!
only true of the Bengal party bu
also for the other States as well,

This is the quality yoor leader:
lack, They are rarely frank.

{fyou belicve that people maks
history then you must be frand
with them.

Some say that people want :
change in Bengal,

Yes. Change is necessary. Bu
thar change can be brought abaot:
only by a stranger Left Frong, no
by any other parry.

What is your family’s reactior
to your retirement ?

[ told my granddaughter, Duel
that I have retired. She clapped ir
joy and said: “very good.” [ ok
her : “You are the only one v
appreciared my decision.”

THE HINDU
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Opp. stays
away from
swearimg-n

HT Correspondent
Cateutta, November 6

[T WAS one of the briclest cere-
monies that ever ok place in the
chandeliered Dusbas Hall of Raj
Bhavan, but it rung the cortam
down on the long history of Jyoti
Basu's relgn in West Bengal, _

As his successor Buddhadeb

aew Chief Minister, the differcace

wam:mc:m:nm was sworn in as the

|

}

was not missed on old-timers. Basu
had always taken the oath in
English. Bhattachagjee did so in
Bengall. ; .
The spotlight might have been on
the change of guard, but the occa-
sion certainly didm't impress the
Trinamool Congress aud the BIP.
They boycotted the swearing-in
hecause, they said, a man who had

| Hepped as bome {police) minister

was being elevated as Chict

Minister. Their grouse: the

Government had failed hopelessly

in stopping the wave of violence

sweepmg the State n recent times.

The Congress gmmbicd many of

its leaders hadn't been invited, and

so they stayed away. .

Nevertheless, they took nothing

away from the occasion, the State’s

! glitterati tyrned out in strength o
| witness the end of an cra.

By 4.20 pm, 400-odd guests had
@un.xma into the gorgeous Durbar
Hatt, They were from all walks of
life - politics, Hlerainre, Sports,
music, cinema and indusiry. .

Senjor hureauctats, foreign dig-
nitaries and top defence ofticers ~
they were all there. Governor
viren § Shah, in a traditional dhoti
amd kurta, strode in at a.mm. pm.
Two minules later, he appointed
Bhattacharjee the new  Chief
Minister. o

The Governor thea aduiivisfered
the oath of office and secrecy to
Bhattacharjee, as Basu watched
the solemn proceedings, 2 rare
smile playing on his face, After
Bhattacharjee was sworn . Shah
adeninistered the<Sath 1o the miris-
ters in a choeds, The show was over
in L0 mistites,

asu

Wy

Buddhade!

Unlike in the past, when Basu
hud taken oath under shamianas
erected on the Ry Bhaven tawns,
Bhattacharjec’s coronation ook
place indoors.

‘The hall, cavernous

and elegunt

@& Frozen frames:
@ Opp.

with its seven chandeliers lit up,

Actress Aparid
captain Sourav
author

was « grand sight.
Sen, Indian cricket
Gaaguly, eminent
Buddhadeb  Guha,  CPI{(M}
Politburo  member  Siaram
Yechury, Rabindra Sangeet expo-
nent Suchitra Mitra, singer Ruma
Guha Thakurta, US Consul
General Christopher ] Sandroling,
industrialists  Harsh  Neotia,

b Bhattacharjee takes ch

On Page 3

@ Budtthadeb: Comrade and a culture czar

@ Standing ovation for unbeaten 23

@ Siddhartha Shankar Ray,
took over as Chief Minister in 1977, on the
successes and failures of the Left Front Govt

Glimpses of a glorious past

swears not to let the new CM rest

NICCO chief Rajive Kaul, Peerless
supremno SK Roy and  other
celebritics rubbed shoulders,

Then came the men they were
waiting for. At 4.25 pm, Basu
briskly walked in accompanied by

from whom lyoti Basu

successor Bhattachariee, Cabinet
colieagne Subfias Chakrabarty and
old fsiend Sommnath Chatterjee.
His convoy had just waded
through a crowd of admirers and
they had turned out in strength to
bid adicu ta Basu, Schoolchildren,
the younyg and old, lined the strects
trom bis Salt Lake home o the Raj
- Bhavan waving flags and shower-
ihg yose petals on the convoy as it

rolted past,
Basu sat in the front row,
Bhattachatjee and Chatterjes

standing in attention beside him.
The guests flanked past him, wish-
ing hiim & happy retirement. Sitting
not very fur from Basu were
Bhattachagjee’s mother, his wife
and daughter.

Before the ceremony began,
Shah requested Basu to come up
and sit beside him, He later asked
new-man-in-office Bhattacharjee
to accupy the chair on bis right.

"1 still can’t believe he is no
longer our Chief Minister, But the
truth is even out of office nobody
in Bengal stands as tall as Basu. He
would continue to be the most
important leader of the country's
Lefi  movement,”  Transport
Minaister Subhas Chakrabarty said.

“Basu has become a legend in
his lifetime,” said Surya Kanta
Mishra, Land Reforms Minister.
“He took decisions none in the
Cabinet questioned, Buddhadeb, a
competent man, will now run the
Government thorongh collective
leadership. 1 wﬁ%m@n will prove
himself mgag Tessos.”

3 =i
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passes baton ¢

-

arge as Chief Minister at the Raj Bhavan on Monday; (Right) Jyoti Basu being grested with a bougquet of 5,000

Basu rides
out of
power on
wave of
emolion

Kinsuk Basu
Calcutta, November 6

THE JQURNEY ihat began on
June 21, 1977, came to an ead on
November 6, 2000; The nation’s
longest-serving Chief Minister,
Jyott Basa, today rode out of
power on a wave of emotional
outpourings.

As Basu walked out of his Salt
Lake residence and breezed inta
the DurbasHall at Raj Bhavan, jt
wasn i.%ear whether the elite
ering has assembled to wel-
tome his successor or bid farewe!]
to the man who guided their des-

—

"

roses at the Netajl Indoor Stadium,

tiny for over 23 years.

To make the event a mendorable
one, the entire streich of Basu's
Jjourney from his residence 1o Raj
Bhawan was transformed into a
sea of humanity with men, women
and children waving flags and
cheertng their leader. But Basu
was his usual self ~ composed and
sceming unaffected by this shaw
of affection. Not once did he yoll
down the plass of his bullet-proof
ambassador 10 acknowledge the
greetings.

Basu's convoy left the Chief
Minister’s residence at 3.45 sharp
amid the blowing of conch shells
and showering of rose petals
tiy schoolchildren, who were wait-
ing there since noon, Such acts
could have violated the security
norms of g Z category VIE but
who cared? Further down the
road, trumpeis blared owt
farewell notes as people jostled
for a last glimpse of Basu in his
familiar ride down the Bypass,
stretch,

in front of the Salt Lake stadi-
um, the organisers of this unigue
road show—Pather Panchali—

Photos: Ashok Nath Dey & Pabitra Das

has put up a huge arch which had
a line from Tagore carved out in
thermocol: “Bhengecho duwaar/
Eescha Jyolirmey! Tomari hok
Jjoy.”

This set the mood and the quo-
tation greeted Basy at several
points on his way to the Raj
Bhavan. Above, a helicopter fol-

lowed the comvoy till the
destination,
Transport  Minister  Subhas

Chakrabarty and wife Romola
had promised to make Basu’s last
lourney as chief minister a memo-
rable affair. And no doubt, the
couple put yp a brilliant show.
Chakrabarty, who has always
prided on hi§ organisational capa-
bilities, roped in State buses in
bring in school students for the
accasion, And Romola Devi
added to the pumbers by pooling
in wamen from various rganisa-
tions,

At the end of it all, even a stone-
faced Basu admirted that he was
touched by the farewell. In a
voiee that for as moment seemed
chocked with emotion. For the
first time perhaps.

R p
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"EC Verdlct unreahstlc

STAT ESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept 30 — rhe
usually cheerfill and unever say-
die CP1-M general secvetary
had losi his quick smile.

A Tivtle earlier. the Election
Commission had derecognised
the CPI-M as a nafivnal party.
While terming the verdict as
unrealistic, Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet was candid
enough to say that the EC move
would affect his party’s prestige.

“What can 1 say aboul the
Election Commission decision
when the panel itseif had
admitted that there was some
i logic in owr subiassion,” & sun

dued Mi Surjeet 'tvid ['he

Statesman. He, howover, had a

lot to say about the EC’s norms.

“The decision was based on
the rules framed way back in
1968. They have not been
updated according to the
changed political realities. As
per these rules, a party has to

- get b per cent votes in at least
four states to be a national
party., On that ground, the EC
derecognised the CPI-M, even
theugh we are the third largest
party in the preseni Lok Sabha,
besides heading three siate
governments. We also have rep-
resentations in 12 state

Assemblies and have millions of

members in our party and mass

organisations,” he said.

Mr Surjeet peinted out that
small parties like Mr Sharad
Pawar’s Nationalist Congress
Party could remain as national
parties as they contest in small

states where onl a iew thousandc}
vutes are necded lo qualify for
the kC uorms. So the EC move is
treaiisuld, he said. The verdict,
the CPI-M leader was sure,
would nol convinee the people.
I'he party, he rued, would suf-
fer. “It can affect the prestige of
the party. Because now people
can say we are only a regional
party,” Mr Surjeet said. -
Would the CPI-M contest the
decision in a court of law? “I
think we should wait for the EC

Mr HKS Suqeet

to see the merits in our piea
and feel the need o update s
laws, he sald. The CPI-M poli
buro has issued a statement
urging the EC to iuake a icalis-
e review of its rules.

Mr Surjeet said the CPI-M, in
the wake of the Congress’s
decline, had emerged as the ral-
lying point of the secular and
progressive forces to fight the
BJP’s communal policies and
the NDA government’s anti-poor
programmes”. So, the EC move

7~ ( A ,(

would send A4 wrong sigaals “it
will please onlv the uoney-force
in the ceuhtiy’. Hnwever, the
CP1, the oaly LF partner with
nationial pariy statug, has not
made any cominents.

Kerala

CPI-M leaders in Kerala have
condemned the EC's decision as
“unjust” and “anti-democratic”.
Mr V8 Achuthanandan, CPI-M
polithuro meniber and convenor
of the fuling Left Democratic
Fronit nas sald vhi the decision
showed the aiil-demnocr atic face
of the B4, The CP1M iz the
biggest party in the country
after the BJP and Congress and
to zéduce 1f & o regional party
is unjusi. The people would
reject this decision with the
contempt it deserves, he said.
Ancother polithure member,
Mr SR Ramachanadran Pillai,
urged the Commission to
ameund its “outdated” rules to
make them rationai, ’

Thnpura \)0

Fhe UFCM otale motLebaly
My Baigyvanaih Marumder,
termed the poil panel’s decision
as “most. anfortunate”.

He fell the party should chart
its next course of action at the
CPI-M central committee meet-
ing. Chief minister Mr Manik
Sarkar has left for New Delhi.

He will join the politbupo meet-
ing tomorrew - /
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By| Our Special Corresponden

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 30, The Electin
Commission today derecognised
CPIM) as a national party but
kept alive its registration as a
State party in Kerala, Tripura and
West Bengal. The Commission or-
dered that the symbol of “ham-
mer, sickle and star” shall be
reserved for the patty’s exclusive
use in the three States.

Coming at a time when only a
few months are left for the As-
sembly elections in five States, the

E.C. vrder stripping the CPIM) of

its recognition as a national party

i has delivered a blow to the party.

Referring to the CPIM) plea
that it was a political parly with a
long-standing Ttecord and the

1 symbals order should not apply in

. such a manner, the poll panel
. said, "The Commission sees some

force in the submission that a

. party tecognised as a national
* party should have a reasonable

presence in Parliament.

“The Commission does realise
that the CPI(V) is the third largest
party, in terms of its strength in
both the Houses ol Parliameni,
and also that it is heading three
Srate Governments and has its
representation in the legislative
Assemblies of 12 States.”

Reacting to the EC order, ihe
CPI{M) Palit Burcau urged (he
Comimission to revise the Election
Symbols Order without delay so
that the actual strength of a party
as reflected in Parliament and at
the ail-India level is properly rec-
ognised. It described the BC order
as "unforunate’.

EC rules defective — g
e
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Saifuddin to float new”
i party by year-end .. |

MANASH GHOSH
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CALCUTTA, Oct. 3. —

Unfazed by yesterday’s central
committee decision to remove
bis name from the primary
membership of the CPI-M, Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury today
announced that he would float
a new party with like-minded
reform-oriented members of

- the CPI-M before the vear was
out. The new party would be
part of the emerging third force
comprising Left, democratic
and secular parties of the state,
he told The Statesman.

The central committee’s deci-
sion, though “not unexpected”
was “untimely and nndesir-
able” in view of the devastating
floods in West Bengal, Mr
Chowdhury said. He “thanked”
the leadership all the same for
parting company in a “civilised

i manner”, The decision ended

his primary membership after
three long decades in the party.

With no trace of bitterness or
rancour, he said, “I had asked
the party that our separation
despite our ideological and
other differences should be

Anre .t

embitter our relations. Usuaflx'
expulsion or resignation from a
Marxist party creates such bit-
terness that the image of the
Left suffers a lot.

* Saifuddin: uniazed

“T did not want this to hap-
pen. I wanted to introduce a
new culture among the Left
parties so that even after sepa-
ration, relations arc not embit-
tered by differences in ideologi-
¢al approach. I hate the
exchange of abuses. )

“I hope the CPI- M will be
able to maintain this spirit in
future. But the timing of the

of the floods, is so bad that K

am in no position to engage the
CPI-M leadership in any
debate, When people are suf-
fering from flood devastations,
providing them relief is of
paramount importance. Not
debates or political discussions.
It will be highly improper to do
that.”

But Mr Chowdhury was
thanktul to the leadership for
“helping” him and other like-
minded party comrades to take
the next logical political steps
by “precipitating matters”.
Even before the party plenum
could start in Thiruvan-
anthapuram, the CP1—M lead-
ership “hy its ill— timed deci-
sion has pushed us out and
given momentum to the things
we want to say and do”. *Of
course our political direction is
towards forming an alternative

which will be more democratic !

and a better Let front. Tt will
be non-sectarian,accountable
and responsive to the needs of
all sections of people”.

Mr Chowdhury said the new
party’s policies and pre-
grammes would be oriented to

(Continued from pagel} é{;f%

\C
meet the developing needs of the s}tate.A‘T ey
would not be aimed against any part‘,lcular. party
or leader, but would fight sectarianism of evr
kind. “The new party will not try to break any
of the existing political outfits, ruling or in
the Opposition. People will be free to join
our party believing ir democracy, development
and secularism. We will specially welcome those
whe want to free development from sectarian
politics., -

“We are not in for competition to grab people
with muscle power or deceit. We will try to avold
mistakes which have made even the most nega-
tive forces get closer to people. We will talk to
various political parties including the Congress.
There is no harm in that since Comrade Surjeet
also talks to Sonia Gandhi and Arjun Smgh”.

Mr Chowdhury said Miss Mamata Bancrjee
could be spoken to provided she distanced her-
galf from the BJP, which was a near impossibili-
t¢. “Let Mamata do it first, but 1 don’t see any
prospect of that. Mr Vajpayee himself visits her
residence when he is in Calcutta. Mamata 1s In

" SATFUDDIN: Left learnt no lesson

emotional debt 1o Vajpayee. She remains a cap-
tive in her adwmiration for Mr Vajpayee's persua-
sive power,” he said. _ -

The reformist Marxist leader said the positive
ideals of great leaders and thinkers from Marx,
Lenin. Voltaire, George Washington to Muhatma
Gandhi would form the cornerstone of the new
party. “But we will certainly discard those prin-
ciples and ideals as irrelevant and obsolete
which say that power even in successful democe-
racies should be eaptured through force and via-
tence. “These ntopian ideals will find no place
our party I (
violence, We will also discard dictatorship and
authoritarianiem of all kind. Overcentralisation
of organisation and power will alse have no
place. Sadly enough, the Indian Marxists drew
o lessan from failed reformist movements that
communist leaders like Dubcek in
(zechoslovakia and those in Hungary launched
in the mid-gixtieg,” he said.

My Chowdhury said the proposed changes to he
brought about in the CPI—M party programme
at Thiruvananthapuram would not amount to

as we are against all kinds of force and |
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VULGAR VENDETTA

Ak Jealousy forces Saifuddin out of CPI-

e——

HERE is nothing surprising in the CPI-M cenlral contmit-

tee’s decision to remove Saifuddin Choudhury’s name firo
the primary membership of the party. That the committe
took so long over it was a surprise since hardliners from
Prokash Karat and Sitaram Yechury io their cronies in West
Bengal, including Anil Biswas and Biman Bose, have been
baying for his blood, Although Saifuddin had genuine differ-
ences of perception on political issues, there is no doubt that
petty personal jealousies played a major part in his ouster.

| That semeone who at the age of 26 was the voungest parlia-

| mentarian and was destined to rise to positions of respect and

authority in the party has now been removed in a vile and
conspiratorial manner speaks volumes for the depths to which
the new generation of party leaders has fallen, Ironically,
most of these leaders pride themgzelves in being (rue practi-
tioners of Marxism-Leninism. Saifuddin's crime was that
being an honest, capable and articulate parliamentarian, he
was much sought after not only by the media but by twa
Congress Prime Ministers — Rajiv Gandhi and PV Narasimha
Rao. He formed part of several Indian delegations including
one on Kashmir. All this besides his induction into the party's
central committee and elevation io deputy Jeader of the House
caused tremendous heart-burning. Canards were spread about
Saifuddin getting favours from Congress. In 1993 when he
proposed that instead of toppling the Narasimha Rao
Government with BJP support, the party should resist the rise
of the Sangh Parivar with help from the Congress, his rivals
started planning his exclusion from the central committee and
deniai of a nomination in the 1996 Lok Sabha election.

The most distressing aspect is the chicanery. Not even the
tallest of leaders, Jyoti Basu, did anything to counter this
despite knowing that what was being done to Saifuddin was
immoral and unjust. Basu pleaded guilty; he did not stand up
to the machinations. More disgusting is the caterie’s double
standard. While Saifuddin was punished for violating party
discipline in tajking to the “bourgeocis” press, other pro-democ-
racy leaders like Subhas Chakraborty and Samir Putatunda
who have said harsher things about the party and the Lefi

- Front Government have been let off with a reprimand. The

coterie’s strategy is (o drive a wedge between Subhas and
Samir, on the one hand, and Saifuddin on the other. [n their
perception, any hatsh action against the first two might sig-
nificantly erode the party base among the voalh in south
Bengal. This is a dangerous miscalculation, The ruling goteric
does pot realise Saifuddin’s potential or that the thpeé

Subfas, Saifuddin and Samir — are inseparable,
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CHIEF MINISTER jvoti Basy?
told reporfers today that formern
comumerce and industry smpinister’
Bidyut Ganguly, who died of?
severe bum injuries, had commit-
ted suicice. He said that the State:
Government had received the:
post-mertem report that revealed;
Granguly had set himself on fire,

Basu's statement, four days after
Ganguly's death, has come as a
shot in the amm for a section of
patty tmembers who had main-
tamed that the minister had taken
his life since he was unable to cope
with the pressures of life.

The announcerment has, howev-
er, left another section disgruntled.
}hcy say there is no reason to

bulieve i the suicide theory since
the police did not record Ganguly's
statement and no one heard him
scream  in pain. The  State
Government had already sought
torensic repot( in connection with
Ganguly's death,

Basu’s statement — a month
hefore the State-wide runicipal
polls — has put the CPI(M) in a
fix. Senior party Jeadets, including
State secretary Anil Biswas, met
during the day, presumably, to dis-
cuss the impact of Basu’s state-
ment on the disgruntled district
party members,

Since Ganguly's death, dissident
members of the party's local com-
mittee in Bhatpara in North 24-
Parganas had claimed that
the inability of senior leaders
to sympathise with Ganguly's view
of streamlining the functioning
of the party along democratic
lines drove him 1o commit suicide.

Senior party leaders, who wese
not happy with Ganguly's hobnab-
bing with Subhas Chakrabarty and
Gautam Deb — the o dissident
ministers in the party — have often
complained that the former chair-
man of Bhatpara Municipality was
a source of continuous emberrass.
ment to the party because of his
Namboyant lifestyle.

"His was & case of deviation from
the marafs which makes a commu-
nist and so there {s enough reasorts
why the party should not sympa-
thise with an errant member,” saig
Amitava Basu, a CPI(M) heawy
weight in the North 24-Pargangs
district.

Another report on PP‘%
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T Corresponient
new Delni, Ma 16
New Dein', 22

wEST BENGL Chief Minister Jyoti
Basy retorned Calcutta a satisficd man
today. The Plaing Commission agreed
to raise the Stt's annual plan for 2000-
001 from Rs 46 crore to Rs 6343 crore,
a 4 per cent ibase over last year's Plan
size. Besides ttthe Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayagreed to meet 75 per
centof the totatlay for the anti-erosion
schemes for tBtate and sanctioned a
Central assista of Rs 30 crore for the

urpose. ‘ .

After a day oitic consultations at the
prime Ministeifice and the Planning
Commiission, st Bengal  Finance

[

asu gets Del

pa

Id reporters
that it was agreed tRat the State
Government would be {given normal
Central plan assistance off Rs 980 crore
which constitutes 22 per cdnt of the Plan
size.

The Chief Minister, whe came prepared
for a meeting with the Prime Minister with
a wish-list of eight main issues, including
one or two of natienal importance, said
the Prime Minister agreed to consider his
request that the Centre lower the hike n
PDS items by 30 per cent for below pover-
ty line {BPL) families and by 25 per cent
for those in the lower strata among the
above poverty line (APL). The reductjon
would call for only 0.3 per cent of the
entire Union Budge!.

AE HINDUSTAN THIEX

17 May (L

clegalr/ﬁis wishlist

- -
q:Q ?j)\ \'\ ‘\& VMinister Ashim Da g pt

Emerging after his hour-long meering
with Mr Vajpayee, Mr Basu said the Prire
Minister also assured he would lock into
the reported threat by the British Airways
1o withdraw its flights from Calcutta,

Further discussion with the Finance
Minister is on the anvil over the State’s
suggestion that instead of resorting to
indiscriminate disinvestment of PSUs,
they should be evaluated on a case-to-case
basis.

Similarly, on the complaint about the
overcentralisation of the Prime Minister's
Rozgar Yogana, Mr Vajpayee reportedly
assured that "some middle path"
would be adopted, A meeting of State
Finance Ministers is also on the cards on
June 22.
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CPM warning to Subhas

SUMIT SEN

A :
su Lf e\
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Aug. 12. — The CPI-M hakarned
Mr Subhas Chakrahorty for his recent controver-
stal comments. A secret CPI-M state commitice
note, without naming the transport minister,
minces no words in criticising him.

Interestingly, the CPI-M top hrass has chosen
to concentrate its attack on Mr Chakrabarty,
largely sparing his iiberal supporters.

The document was tabled at the recentiy con-
cluded three-day party state committee meeting,
where some senior leaders too lashed out at Mr
Chakraborty. That had prompted the transport
minister to say he would leave the party if his
seniors wanted him to.

The senior leaders’ note read: How could a
Cabinet minister and party state committee
member (Mr Chakraborty] allege that the Left
Front hadn't done anything for unorganised sec-
tor workers? This matter could have been raised

at a party fora or at the ministry level. Instead,
it was made public, giving the enemies of the
front a weapon tu wield against the government.

Barlier, when Mr Chakraborty had issued a
stafement on the matter it had taken Mr Jyoti
Basu's intervention to stop the war of words
between the transport minister and his rivals.

In the note, CPI-M leaders say “senior com-
rades”, owing to their position in the state
admunistration, had tn share a dais with Central
ministers. But while deing so, why should some-
one (Mr Chakraboriy) openly praise a Central
minister (Miss Mamata Banerjee). His support
to a person responsible for the killings of party-
men, turning election into a mockery and abus-
ing respected party leaders had given rise to
unwanted questions among partymen,

The note said some leaders had made a habit of
speaking against party decisions. Some people
had been sympathetic towards those who fought
the civic polls (e.g. Mr Sujit Bose) with Trinamul
help after being expelled from the party.

!
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to Basu

L
OURBEREAUﬂ/Q [} \

e
Calcutta, Aug. 18: Bengal is maov-
ing to the threshold of a dramatic,
but inevitable, political change
with the CPM indicating that in
the coming weeks it might take up
Jvoti Basuon his offer to retire.

“He (Basu) has been pressur-
ing us to relieve him for guite
same time. We are not as inhuman
as viot to respond o him,” state
CPM secretary Anil Biswas said.

Basu himsell appeared o be
leaving the formal announcement
about his retirement to the party
and refused to make a commit-
ment. He told The Telegraph:
“We communists cannot take a de-
cigjon on our own till the party
permits us.”

The 86-vear-old chief minister,
who has repeatedly expressed his
desire to step down over the past
couple of yvears, said he had not
been keeping well, particularly
I since the incident in Deihi last
month when he fell ill during a
party meeting. ‘I have informed
the party about this and now it is

up to the party to take a decision,” -

he added.

-~

WA

(yer \

true-red communist. L will not re-
tire now [ will continue in office
till Tdie.”

A special meeting of the CPM
politburo is likely to be convened
to discuss his retirement. Going
by indications, Basu may retire
well before the Assembly polls ex-
pected next April. But neither
Basu nor the party is ready to
name a date.

Asked if he would consider re-
tiring in September-October if
the party gave the go-ahead, Basu
said: “Then, 1 will have to think
aboutit.”

Politburo members in Delhi
denied knowledge of a deadline,
but were reconciled to mpending
retirement. “I am not aware of
any specific date that has been
set,” Prakash Karat said.

Implicit in the denial isaccept-
ance of the fact that the politburo
is looking at life without Basu.
“There is no debate over whether
he will retire or not. The guestion
is the timing,” said a leader.

In the likely event of Basu's
laying down office, his under-
study, Buddhadev Bhattacharya,

THZ TDLOGOAA

Party responds ,
quit call

As for himself, he remains & \W 1 be sworn in as chief minister

with a reconstituted Cabinet.

On Wednesday, in course of a
nearly 40-minute meeting, Basu
asked Biswas to clear the way for
his stepduwn. He said his physi-
cians had been advising rest.

Basu, it is learnt, also argued
that Bhattacharva and the people
must be given a few months’ time
10 know each other “He (Bhat-
tacharva) has matured in the past
several months. Why don’t you
have him as the chief minister?”
Basu told Biswas.

In apn intriguing twist to the
succession saga, the chief minis-
ter also suggested that the party
might even try oui Somnath Chat-
terjee. Asked in Delhiif the chief
minister might retire before the
Assembly polls, Chatterjee said:
“If he insists.”

But another section feels it is
important for Basu to remain at
the helm till the Assembly polls.
“If necessary, Basu can function
from his Salt Lake residence. Se-
nior ministers, like Bhattacharya,
Asim [Dasgupta and Suryakanta
Mlishra, and officials can go to Salt
Lake," a seniior leader said.

A
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Basu wants
rebels driven

out of party -

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q Qr’ j ; «" \ ay 1

CALCUTTA, Aug. 19. — Mr J)Otl Basu today warned CPAM
leaders that members who don’t abide by the party’s majority
decision, will be driven out of the party.

Mr Basu told the party leadership first to try to change leaders
who defy party policies adopted through democratic centralism. If
they are not amenable to change, then they should be driven out,
he said.

“We don’t need such leaders and men in our pal‘ty They can’t be
allowed to mislead the people by remaining in the party and prop-
agating things the party condemn,” Mr Basn said while speaking
at a meeting to condole the death of the CPI-M's Calcutta district
committee seeretary, Naren Sen.

‘Mr Basu made no bones about the fact that he was targeting
“pro-democracy” leaders in his party. He said sarcastically: “I
often find in the media that we have some pro-democracy leaders:
Who are they ? Is there any party in the country that is more
democratic than ours 7 Which party, except ours, holds organisa-
tional elections regularly from the top to the bottom?”

Mr Basu launched into a tirade against defiance of the party's
majority decision with Mr Subhash Chakraborty, looking on
silently from the audience’s front row.

Twice, Mr Basu reminded partymen, he had been in the minori-
ty but abided by the majority decision. “Ours is not a club, but a
party wedded to an ideology and working for the people. When [
differ from the majority, my opinion may be right, but history will
prove it. I cannot violate party discipline,” he said.

Organisational unity, especially in the feud-ridden Calecutta dis-
trict committee, was the common refrain in the speeches of Mr Anil
Biswas, CPI-M sthate secretary, Mr Raghunath Kushari, the new
CDC secretary; and Mr Sailen Dasgupta, Left Front chairman.

Recalling Naren Sen’s “ideal Communistic behaviour”, Mr
Biswas said: “A true Communist will not éry to project himself as
a leader apnd claim such an honour for himself because of his
organisational abilities”.

Sen was known for his simplicity.

Mr Basu asked CPI-M leaders and members to work closely with
the masses and strengthen their ties with them. The bond had
become “loose over the years”, he said.

Mr Basu also emphasised on the need for greater unity among
Left Front constituents.

He made a scathing attack on a section of the Press for their
“slanderous campaign” against the Left Front. But he also cau-
tioned partymen against attacking journalists. :

“The Anandabazar Patrika wrote ihe other day that 1 was angry
with Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet at our party’s state committee
meeting. The truth is that before I spoke, Surjeet had already left
for Delhi. The reporter who wrote the false report, will certainly
get a promotion. The Statesman even wrote I had left the Raj
Bhavan in a huff immedialely aficr some freedom fighters made
certain demands of me at a programme on 15 August. The fact is
that [ myself found out where the Governor was and took leave of
him as I had prior engagements. There was no need for concocting
that piece of information, yet it was done,” Mr Basu said.

Mr Basu criticised Miss Mamata Banerjee and Mr Ajit Panja for
defending the visit of two American consulate officials to Nanoor.
“Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, who was once foreign minister, and
the present foreign secretary could understand it was a clear
interference with the country’s internal affairs, but not these two
ministers,” he added.

\
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Buddha will succeec?@asu says Anil

Y ¢

HT Correspondent (} /‘ A L(‘J'\ l(\fr vt

Calcutta, August 21

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Buddhadeb Bhatiacharjee
will succee@ Jyoti Basu after the ailing Chief Minister
call%e(d(ay, CPI{M} state secretary Anil Biswas said
gy, -

The CPI(M) will discuss Basu's retirement at its next
politburo meeting, Biswas said. “He will continue as
Chicf Minister as long as he chooses to. But if he wishes
te step down on health grounds, we will relieve him,”
Biswas said.

By namming Bhattacharjee as the man in line for the
Chief Minister's post, Biswas has put an end to the after-
Basu-who speculation.

“When Bhattachariee has been appointed Deputy
Chief Minister, the choice is clear. He would be the next
Chief Minister.” The State secretary made it elear that
there was no difference of opinion in the party on the
miatter.

The State committee has already reduced Basu’s bur-
den somewhat by cutting down on some of his adminis-
trative responsibilities.

Apart from creating the berth of Deputy Chief
Minister, the State has ulso set up a three-member sub-
commitiee to monitor the day-to-day progress of
Gavernment work, especially linked to commerce and
industry, infrastrocture and decentralization of power.

This team includes Bhattacharjee, Finance Minister
Asim Dasgupta and Panchayat Minister Survakanta
Mishra.

That apart a separate Cabinet sub-committee monitors
commerce and industry. Basu often meets members of
these committees.

Bhattacharjee has been assigned to look after the home
{police) department in addition to his responsibilities as
Information and Cultural Affairs Minisser,

Taking the cue from Basu who has called for purging
undesirable elements from the CPI(M], Biswas said the
party had expelled as many as 10,000 such elements.

Without taking names, he cantioned the liberals for tak-
ing too many liberties and tlouting discipline. “The party |
is not united as before and we are taking care to rectity
this, But those who defy party directives would end up
being expelled,” Biswas said.
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CPM halted Basu’s
15 Sept quit move

PRESS TRUST DF iNDIA (\6\‘0\

CALCUTTA, Sept. 2. — Mr
Jyoti Basu teday said he had
set his mind on gquitting on 15
September, but had been dis-
suaded by senior comirades whe
requested him to hang on till
the retirement was skayed by
the CPI-M’s top state and cen-
tral bodies.

“I had made up my mind to
retire on 15 September,” the
chief minister told rediff.com.
“But the central leadership
asked me to continue till both
the politburo and the state com-
mittee approved my wishes.

“Moreover, our general secre-
tary, Mr Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet, is currently in China,” Mr
Basu said. “The party's highest
palicy decision-making body
will sit together to discuss my
refirement wishes oniy after he
returns.” He, however, said the
issue was net discussed in the
CPI-M state secretariat meet-
ing today.

The chief minister said age-
related problems were making

Mr Jyeti Basy

it increagingly difficult for him
to bear the burden of the de-
manding schedule of the chief
minister’s secretariat.

“I am not keeping well for the
past few years. [ have heen in
active politics for over 68 years
and have headed the West
Bengal government for 24
vears at a stretch. At 87, you
can well understand the kind
of menta) and physical strain 1
am exposed to. That is why I

had asked my party leadership
to relieve me from the chief
minister’s responsibilities.”

Mr Basu did not think his de-
parture would split the LF.
“Ours 8 not a bourgeois party.
We believe in the demgcratic
process. We have always en-
deavoured hard for the uplift of
the working class. A true com-
mupist will never hanker for
power. And especially when
everybody including our Front
partners have unanimously
chosen Buddha as my heir
apparent, I don’t forezee any
factional feuds likely to plague
our party. Buddha has been do-
ing a stupendous job as both
home minister and deputy CM.
I'm convinced he will be an eq-
ually successful chief minister.”

Mr Basu blamed Miss Ma- |

mata Banerjee for creating a
law and order problam in “octh-
erwige peaceful West Bengal”.
“In Kespur, she made inflam-
matory and provocative speeches
thete ... | pity her (Mamata). Her
armed supporters drove our
cadres out of their homes.”



| CPI-M rebel
—alls for

alliance with
Trinamul

STATESMAN NEWS SERVI%E\/\ .

USTHI (South-24 Par;ré-% ),
Sept. 2, — Rebel CPI-M leadler,
Mr Samir Putatunda, plans to
launch a movement along
with, if possible, the Congress
and the Trinamul Congress.

"We're readying for a new
type of movement and we're
even open to the Trinamul and
the Congress joining it," said
the secretary of the CPI-M's
South 24-Parganas unit. The
movement will see some new
faces, he said.

Mr Putatunda, who belongs
to the party's liberal camp,
urged people to have leaders of
Mr Subhas Chakraborty's
stature in every locality.

He spoke against the state's
law and order situation at a
party meeting here today.
"Everyday when 1 wake up, I
consider myself lucky not to
have been killed.”

Violence can't be stopped by
counter-viclence, he said. It's
only through uniting people
irrespective of their political
loyalties that it can be checked.

Mr Putatunda warned that
violence is on the rise in some
parts of South 24-Parganas,
"We've to see that the district
doesn't become another
Kespur." He said a new envi-
ronment has to be created so
that evervone can f{reely
express his opinion. He wel-
comed discussions on Mr Jyoti
Basu’s success and failures. -
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Pi%%\um an eyewash: Saifuddin

STATESM !Auil;e\w SERVICE

CALCU TTA, Sep¥. 8. -
Mr Saif jddin Chowdhu-
vy today - said the CPL-M
| leaderst yi0's yneompro-
g N1SI0E Crefusal to reori-
ent part ¢ programmes to
suit the " times was dri-
ving it t gwards an inevi-
table spl §¢.
i The qu estionable meth-
Mr Saifuddin Croughury 35 1B CPM had adopt-
e Y “Selecting and not
electing” delegates for the_Th;ir\ vananthapuram
plenum — planned to discuss; ang adopt the
revised programme -— had mads, the entire exer-
vise pointless, Mr Chowadhury sa;g,

The pro-demacracy leader in the party felt the
plenum exercise was an eyewagh — it wouldn't
address any of the issues that pis colleagues or
he had raised in the party. Prodemocracy lead-
| urs were being systematically kopt out of the ple-

num so the revised programme could have a safe

cl){. w \em/
passage and no serieus dischssion was h on

issues that would embarrass the leadership.

“The presence of a few leaders who share our
thinking and concern at the plenum would noet
make any material difference to the outcome of
the conference as they would be sidelined,”
Mr Chowdhury said.

At a seminar on ‘Non-violence, secularism and

democracy as a pre-condition te development’ in
the city today, Mr Chowdhury said 2 lot remained
ta be achieved on the development front in the
state. He said non-violence was the only way to
keep the democratic fabric alive in the state.
He said a particular party is promoting commu-
nalism in the state by encouraging a Hindu-
Muslim divide. According to Mr Chowdhary, the
attempt to impose Article 356 in West Bengal
threatened peace and democracy in the state.

Mr Somnath Chatterjee attacked media for
their allegedly hased aitnitude towards a p
cular political party which he claimed v
leashing viclence in the state. The agt
this party, he said, were aimed at
opment in the state. '
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-
s, Basu admitted to AIIMS -

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 28. — Mr
Jyoti Basu was today admitted
to hospital after he complained
of dizziness at the CPL-M cen-
tral committee meeting.
Doctors said his heart rate was
very low, but his condition was
said to be stable when this
report went o press.

The chief minister
to Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital after he felt ill, arou-
nd 11 a.m. He suffered a sec-
ond fit of dizziness at the hospi-
tal, when he got up to use the
toilet. Within minutes, he was
admitted to the cardiac care
unit, where doctors diagnosed
his condition as Bradycardia.

His aides were apparently not
happy with the hospital’s
arrangements, so that the vet-
eran Marxist leader was shift-
ed to All-Tndia Institute of
Medical Sciences around 3:30
RuR
His heart rate was below nor-
mal, which doctors say is wor-
rying at his age. The chief min-
ister is 87.

By 3.30 p.m, Mr Basu was
admisted to AIIMS. (4 late
night UNI report said he was
shifted to the hospital’s private
ward after being kept under
observation in the coronary
care unit for six hours.)

An BRML staffer who attended
on the chief minister said: “The
people with him did net seem
satisfied with the facilities here
though we had the best cardiol-
ogists attending on him.”

A senior doctor of SSKM hos-
pital, who was in constant
touch with docters attending on
Mr Basu here, said in Calcutta
that his condition is “stable”.
He has eaten fish and rice.

Eminent cardiclogist Dr Mani
Chhetri and the chief minis-
ter’s son have flown to Delh
from Calcutta, while his family
physician, Dr AK Maitl, flew in
from Mumbai.

Admitting that the illness
was qhite serious. a cardiolo-

AT

Mr Jyati Basu at New Deihi's Ram Manohar Lohia Hospitat on Friday, hefore he vras shifted to AHMS, — The Statesman

gisl toid The Statesman:
“One can only wait and watch.
Nothing can be determined.
His age is a vital factor.” He,
however, added that there
were people “who live normal
lives with a heart rate as low
as 507,

At RML hospital this morn-

mg, party

Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
told The Statesman this
evening that atl medical tests
carried out on Mr Basu at
ATIMS were “normal”.

Mr Surjest said the CPl-M
central committee meeting
would continue as scheduled
tomorrow and the day after.

members spec- [

ulated that Mr
Basu eould be l

suffering a

relapse of Irritable Bowel
Syndreme, “He had no sleep
last night and he has been on
the move continuougly for three
days,” a close aide said.

Details of medicines which Mr
Bzsu has been consuming over
the past few weeks, including
those to treat acidity, were
hastily procured and handed
over to the attending doctors.

The CPI-M general secretary,

Today, too.

| ™ Iliness may strengthen Basu’s { :rvhi?te; gg'
tirement plea, page 4 A o

retire plea, pag | tinued its
discus-

sions after a few hours’ break.

Mr Basu arrived in the capi-
tal on 26 July for his party's
politburo and central commait-
tee meetings.

He was recently in England
for his grand-daughter’s wed-
ding.

The UK trip followed his wrip
to Israel, where he was the
first Indian Communist leader
to go on an official visit.

‘he chief minister has
expressed his desire to retire
several times in the recent
past, citing i1l health and age.
But he left the decision to his
party, which would not spare
him.

CPI1-M higwigs are apparently
unwilling te face the next
Aszembly election without Mr
Basu at the helm, though the
party’s state secretary, Mr Anil
Biswas, announced some time
ago that chief minister would
nat cantest the next Assembly
glection.

Mr Basu did not campaign in
the recent civic elections in
Caleutta and Salt Lake. That
his party did not perform as
well as it expected, making way
for major inroads by the
Trinamu! Congress, was aturib-
uted by some {o Mr Basu’s stay-
ing away from the campaign- '
ing.

THE STATESMAN
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CALCUTTA, Junc 15. -- Mr Jyoti Basu is
learnt to be unhappy with both Mr Subhas
Chakraborty and Alimuddin Street for the
direction their spat is taking. He said this
to a prominent CPI-M liberal who ealled on
“him at home yesterday.

The liberals got together behind closed
doors last evening to profess support to the
transport minister. Mr Chakraborty him-
self and at least four other key CPI-M men
were present.

My Gautarn Deb, state housing minister,
and known o be a clese Subhas man, com-
plained to My Basu about the way Mr
Chakraberty was heing “cornered” in the

party. The chi~* -y st
expressed d P
Y/ 1318¢

Jget

ymul rap

1

minister’s habit of repeatedly making con-
troversial statements, as well as over the
manner the state CPL-M was going about
dealing with the problem.

Mr Chakraborty had apparently come
cloge to quitting the ministry on Tuesday
— the day Mr Anil Biswas asked him to
leave if he did not think the Left Front was

% ®m Editorial: Terminally sick, page 6

with the poor. The transport minister had
got in touch with senior state party leaders
that evening, and told them he was putting
in his papers. He had been, however, per-
suaded to hang on.

Yesterday, Mt Gautam Deb, Mr Tarit

imuddin, Subhas upsé‘lftBasu |

with the transport minister snd cxpressed
solidarity with him. A host of other party
teaders were also present. Thev all told
him not to step down ou his swn

Some leaders of the Hbera! onmp teday
said if the leadevship venily felt Mr
Chakraborty should go, Alimuddin Street
must follow known communist party
norms, and tell him that directly. There
was no justification for indirectly advising
him to step down, they argued

Mr Samir Puratunda today said: “There
has heen z deliberate attempt fram cerfuin
quarters to malign Mr Chakraberty. Thus
will only affect the Left movement in the
state.”
~Insiders said the Subhas imbrogiie has

Topdar, MP,"T_\_‘It" Samir Putatnre~ -

§ move to

lershupina

g
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UTTA, June 1.5, — The
g‘i]r:(;mul Congress today rid-
Congress ) egislature
get I Jp Subrata
Mukheriee disqual fied as an

iculed the
Party’s move to

M‘I’i‘%e attempt i 2 Gelayed tac-
the Trihamul from

je 1o stop
1}::;1;{:oming an alterfative to

« Left Front,” gaid g Trinamul

eader, i ioning this afternoon.
CcLP yesterdyy submitted campaigning _
: Tk?tition to the jpeaker, Mr Ms Datta, who was conduct
2 P lim, seekily Mr Mukh- [1ng 2 door-to-dooT CArmpaign
BA Ml o T’ Bustee Rehabi-
iee’s disqu'&hf‘eation uhder |at t}}e CITs Busie ot
?ﬁa Anti—Defect'lo. Act, for con- | litation Scheme-X at Kanku-

testing the CMCpolis as

Tr‘mamul’s EYOT, norninee.

Mr Mukhel‘ieelimsel{
amused ab the
spid, wWa®

several months & There
no secrecy
Congress

action
courage to act agst me,

not my problem,” said.

did 1 take

Meanwhile, £PCC vice
said & Mamata
Banerjee’s decistn nroiect

president

Mr Mukherjee 2

mate which, he
100 latey the day. “1

disgusted W1 the Cong-
feiz.. 1 '}E'med the_'inamui and
pecaine its actli chairman

about. Yet,

then. 1 lacked the

Candidate\prevented
from camppaigning

CALCUTTA, June 15, —
Tyinamul workers of Kankur
gachhi today allegedly pre-
vented Msa Archana Datta, 2
BJP women's wing leader
who is contesting from Ward
| 33 as an Independent candi-
date in the CMC polls, from

the

rgachhi, wag aliegedly abu-
sed for her role in sabotaging
the prospect of the official
Trinamul candidate, Ms
' Manju De. She later lodged a
complaint with the Manik-
tala police. — SNS

the
felt

was
the
any

mayoral nominee showed the
“hypocrisy of her so-called
vahae-based politics.”

“When Mr Sudip Bandopa-
dhyay or Mr Suniti Chattors;q
conitested ag the Trinamul's
Lok Sabha candidates, they
had resigned from the Cong-

ress. But Mr Mukherjee’s
. 1 e AT hf\“i{"f‘ﬁ‘]

it 18

Subrata disqualified,,

. Q pq\'u' ”

thics.” Mr Saugata Roy said.
But Mr Mukherjee said it
does not behove the Congrees
MLAs, who sought his disquali-
fication, to talk about “value-
based pelitics”. “I an going to
write to the Speaker, urging
him to disqualiy those
Congress MLAs whi voted for
the Trinamul’'s Raya Sabha
nominee and not tieir party
candidate,” he said.

He explained thatie had not
resigned as an MLA yet
Lecause he did not wnt to con-
test a by-poll. “By-glls held by
the ruling party aré mockery
of democracy. All psible elec-
toral malpractices ‘e reserted
to for defeating a val candi-
date. I thus decideto face the
electorate of my cofitueney in
a general election,® said.

Mr Mukherjee eged that
the CLP had, by itction, anly
petrayed its “viictiveness
and fear.” “It i'indictive
hecause it tried top me from
contesting. Alsthe party
fears that I mae elected
mayor,” he added

Mr Roy said wonly a few
months left for ferm of the
present Assembl be over, it
is doubtful whi Mr Mu-
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Subhas;ﬂlrﬁ

CALCUTTA, June 13, — M Anil b b
suggested Mr Subhas Chakrabsoty guit w
h"’ (SRR

:Ms

S

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

as minister if he really thought the
ment had done nothing for the weiia oo,
Tabourers.

And the chief minsuer imphed e ddn s i
it worthwhile to reacl to Mr Chakraborty o nie
ments.

Yesterday, (naugtivaling i oo mior sl 3 v o
on VIP Road, the state (bamspor e ©0

accused the state and Central
ignoring the plight of dailv
Private promolers, in farl, were e
job: “they pravide jobs to three to lve fak
laboarers,” Mr Chakraborty hd said
“U T were in the LF mibstry and conon o
that the LF governmeni in nm we:
interest of such pour people, I weplt
remained in the governmoent” My
anneunced today. Asked if £ the rein- ol g
front would suffer should Mre € Emksiil
the CPI-M state secretary sapd:
Would the CPI-M leadership sed
tion from Mr Chakrabhorty fi.r his o aten
No, said Mr Biswas again. For, such voron
by Mr Chakraborty’s did mof have any
the people. They did not believe hing,

CPM '
Pt the CPL-M decided Lo ignorf* him hence-
“We are not ignoring him,” Mr Biswas
: “Fut the people will ignore him.”
Viii the party punish Mr Chakraborty? ‘We
(o feel any necessity to do so0.” The comments
v et burt the party’s image - for, “the CPI-
inage dees not depend on any individual”™
Ssked for his comment on Mr Chakrahorty's
sioteraent, Mr Jvoli Basu said: “I do net react to
nis statements.” On Mr Anil Biswas’s observa-
: today, Mr Basu said: “T am notl aware of
it hie has said.” He would say ne further.
£ ] M insiders sald Mr Biswas’s comments
- Alimuddin Strest s fusl running out of
- with Mr Chakraborty, Party mandarins
rliey passed strictures on the minister for
. sitT om Mr Sujit Bose of South Dum Dam
whe wis oxpelled from the CPEM.
Me Uhakraborty has repeatediv made contro-
i Athboments that have raised hardline
& ahnwering praises on Miss Mamata
s, pradicling a drop in the Left’s vote
fare the eivie body elections, and com-
: af the {ack of inner-party demacracy.
s, aay Insiders, even Mr Basu — known to
fnve aosofl spot for My Chakraborty — is
coteveed, CPEM liberals too feel the minister
cudf oy with showing a little more restraint.
~ee hnkraborty was unavailable for comment.

it




Ywon't l“e\Sfu/gn, /

says Subhas \

HT Correspondent Y \
Caloutta, June 14 ;r{\ L

THE BATTLE BETWEE&J the
hardliners and liberals in the State
CPI(M) took a new turn with
Transport  Minister  Subhas
Chakrabarty declaring emphaticai-
Iy that he would not resign from the
Left Front ministry. “Why should ]
resigr? 1 did not force myself into
the Cabinet in the first place. Iwill
decide myself what 1 should,” an
angry Chakrabarty said,

His cutburst was in response to a
statement made by the party's
State secretary Anil Biswas vester-
day. “If T were a minister in the
Left Front Government, and if [
felt that this Government has done
nothing for daily wage-earners, 1
would have resigned imm d&gtely,"’
Biswas bad rematked.q, V' . 5
Biswas was reacting?m a Speech
made by Chakrabarty at a public
function on Monday, where he said
that no Government since
Independence, not even the Left
Front regime in the State, had
done anything for daily-wage
earners.
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PM to seek change in EC rules

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q:_;V \ﬂ\‘\\3

NEW DELHI, June 16. — The CPI-M has
decided to urge the Election Commission
for a change in the rules of the commission
to retain the party’s national status.

The party received a show-cause notice
from the EC last week. The commission
asked why the party should not be derecog-
nised as 2 national party. The CPI-M will
send a reply by mid-July. The hearing on
CPI-M’s natienal party stalus is expected
to be held in August.

According to senior CPI-M leaders, the
party is going to contest the Election
Commission’s notice claiming that the EC
rules were “archaic” as the rules, framed in
1967, were no longer valid in the present
national scenario.

“The rule regarding national party status
came into force in 1967 when some parties
were splitting and new parties were being
created. The rules have no relevance now,”
said a senior leader of the party.

NATIONAL PARTY STATUS

Stressing his point, the CPI-M leader
claimed that it would be ridiculous if CPI-
M, being the third largest party in
Parliament was derecognised as a national
party, “while the CPI, with hardly any MPs,
continuing to remain a national party”.

The CPI-M has been served notice by the
EC because the party has failed to fulfil
the criteria needed to retain the status of a
national party. Any party has to be recog-
nised as a state party in at leasi four
slates to be a national party. To get recog-
nition at state level, the party needs to ful-
fil at least one of the following criteria:

(a) Get at least six per cent of the total
votes pollad.

(b) Get at least one parliamentary saat
oul of every 25 seats from the state.

{¢) Get at least one Assembly seat out of
every 30 seats in the state Assembly.

In the present circumstances, the CPI-M

THE STATESMAN
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has the state party status in West Bengal.
Tripura and Kerala but has failed 1o retain
its status in Andhra Pradesh and Bihar.

In the Andhra Pradsh clections, the CPI-
M was virtually wiped cut both in parhia-
mentary and the Assembly pollz. In the
previous elections, the party managed to
get quite a few Assembly seats riding pig-
gyback on Mr Chandrababu Naidu. who
decided to ally with the BJP this time
around.

The CPL-M’s tie-up with Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav in the Bihar elections failed to give
the desired dividend to the party. It
bagged only a couple of Assembly seats,
while it needed 13 seats to retain the state
party status.

“However, despite getting derecognised in
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar, the CPI-M'c
total vote share at the natioral level elec-
tions is just below six per cent and that
should be reason encugh not to get dere-
cognised as a national party,” the zeniar
CPI-M leader argued.



CPM’s hardliners support Farooq on
autonomy for Jammu & Kashmir'”

By Shikha Mukherjee /]
The Times of India News Service

CALCUTTA: Realpolitik  may
have tempercd the CPM’s official
position on the issue of autonomy
ior Jummu and Kashmir, pushing
the party towards a moderate and
negotiated settlement which falls
iar short of the proposal contained
n the report subrnitied 1o the J&K
assembly by that state’s chief minis-
ter, Faroog Abdullah.

There are, however, a section of
hardliners within the CPM’s central
commiltee who are supportive of
the idea of granting virtually total
autonomy to J&K. While the par-
t¥'s official line fzars the fallout of
the proposals in the autonomy re-
port.predictng that the state would
be divided on religious lines into
Mushim, Buddhist and Sikh frae-

ments, hardliners insist that “all
genuine demaocrais, irrespective of
party and creed, should support the
demand for autonomy”

In their view, any opinion to the
contrary would be dangerous to the
integrity and unity of India. While
the pragmatists within the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) (CPM)
feel that the conventional idea of
autonomy, under which only de-
fence. foreign relations and a part
of finance shouid remain with the
Union government. 1s no longer
feasible, some central committec
hardliners belicve that “all states,
not only Jammuo and Kashmir,
should enjoy real awtonomy.”

Real autonomy. these hardliners
maintain, i5 the only way to prevent
the country frem breaking up. An-
gry over Tamil Nadu chiet minister
M. Karunanidhi’s statement on the

F e L T *

Taffna crisis. comparing the situa-
tion to Kosova, the CPM hardliners
Ieel that unless the structure of cen-
iraliscd power is dismantled and
“federalism in its true scnse™ 18 e$-
tablished. there will be unrest and
upsurge across the country.

In & throwback to an earher cra,
when the CPM argued that only
stromg states could {form the basis ot
a federal India, where the Centre
would be sharn of its powers of
control, except in the areas of de-
fence, foreign relations, finance and
trade, the central commitice hard-
lingrs feel that years of Ceotral in-
tervention in state matters have
contributed to the worsening ol the
situation n places like Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Strong states make for a strong
Centre’.is the mantra of the hard-
lmers within the CPM.
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‘EC norms for national status irrele

0

By Our Special Correspondent &

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. The CPIM) will question
the Election Commission THtera, for recog-
nising a political party as a natonal party,
when it replies to the s notice asking it to
explain why fis current national stazrus should
not he withdrawn as it falls short of the re-
quircd norns.

Party sources said today that the present
norms, formuaced in 1964, were no longer
“relevant” and did not reflect the actual
strengih of & party on the ground. 1t was *'ri
diculous” that while parties with much fewer
MPs and smaller erganisational presence were
recognised as national parties, the CPIM),
with 33 MPs, and Jarger national spread was
threatened with “derecognition”™,

The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), for
instance, had anly seven or eight MDs and the
CPTonly three and vet they were iegitimised as
national partiex because they just sbout ful-
filled the criterin, whercas the CPEM) was be-
ing shiown the dour though it was e thivd
largest party in Parliament,

Morcover, the NCP was confined to just four
Stares -— Maharashtra and three north-ecasiern
States — and had ne representation etther in
the north or seuth. Similarly the Bahujan Sa-

maj Party had a base only in four novth Indian
States — UL, Bihar. Madhya Pradesh and Ha-
ryana. Yot these fwo parties enjoved the statns
nf national parties. And the CPHM} was facing
the axe though it was ruling in West Bongel,
Kerala and Tripura,

The three norms for national recognition
are: one out of 25 MPs in four States; or one
out of 30 MLAs in four States; ot six per cent of
the 1ota] vates in four States. On all the three
counts, the CPIMY misses out by a whisker.
Earlier, it qualified because it had the requisite
strength in four States bt its poor perform-
ance in the last Assembly elecrions of Ardhra
Pradesh spoilt ils card.

The CPIIM) politburo member, Mr. 5, Ra-
machandran Pillai, said 1t was "obvious™ that
the EC norras were out of syne with reality.
The siluation had changed vasty sinee these
were prescribed, over 30 years ago, and there
wits need o have o fiesh look ar them. “We
will tell the EC that new rules need to be
framed in order to reflect more accurately the
strength of pulitical pariies on the groand ™. e
said.

The CPlwhich barely mects one of the three
criteria — it has one out of 38 MLAs in {our
States — is worried that the sfightest drop in
its vote, in the next elections o the Kerala

vant’

NAC ¥ miy Credte a sindi-

Assembly end Tam
lay problem.

The party's national sécretary, Mr. Sha-
meem  Faizee, acknowledged that the EC
norms were flawed because they relied o
heavily on electoral prerfonmancce. iglmrm‘g,t‘}\
ganisational strength of a party on the ground.
The CPE for instance, had a much larger na-
fional spread organisationally than was re-
flected through Ns swrength i Parliament or
State Assenmiblics, “1f we do even slightly badly
we will face the same fate as the CPIM) de-
spite the fact that we will continue to have
good organisatienal presence on the ground ™,
fie pointed aut.

The ECs norms were guided ontirely by a
party’s performance in ene election. As 4 re-
sult, @ national party could lose sras in one
election and gain itin the dext. "We would like
the EC to judge a party’s status by its perform-
ance over i period of time. It a party does
consistently poorly in fiee or six clections then
theye coudd be a caste 1o deprive 31 of its statns
as a national party”, he pointed out.

The view in Left circles was that irrespective
of the CPHMY's current difficulties. there was a
case to revicw the EC nosms in order 1o make
ther more cumpatible with palitica vealitios,
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~Surjeet, Bardhan
fail to end crisis

L.“{:\'

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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A

CALCUTTA, March 9. — The CFI Ytuck to its decision to pull out

of the West Bengal government even after the CPI and CPI-M |

general secretaries held preliminary discussions in New Delhi
today,
Mr HS Surjeet reportedly told Mr AB Bardhan he would meet

him again after talking to the state CPI-M leaders who have !}

arrived in Delhi for the party's three-day central committee meet-
ing beginning tomorraw.

The CPI state secretary, Mr Manju Majumdar, said the party's
state executive committee would hold an emergency meeting
tomorrow. CPI insiders said the committee is expected to endorse

. the state secretariat decision te quit the ministry.

The CPI may also call a state council meeting to deal with the
issue. State party leaders are reportedly in constant touch with
My Bardhan and other CPI leaders in Delhi,

The Forward Bloc general secretary, Mr Debabrata Biswas,
today rushed to Delhi to hold talks with senior CPI-M and the
CP1 leaders and find a way out of the deadlock.

The FB state secretary, Mr Ashok Ghiosh, has urged Mr Surjeet
to offer an RS seat to the CPJ and end the crisis.

Yesterday, Mr Bardhan had written to Mr Surjeet requoesting
him to resolve the problem “in the interests of Left unity”. A CPI

leader in Delhi said Mr Bardhan referred to the understanding |

among Front partners, reached long ago, that every major partner
must have a seat in the Upper House.

Mr Bardhan said the reaction of the West Bengal CPI to the
denial of an RS seat was naturally very sharp. “As they have stat-

|
|
|

|
|

ed, the CPl has been in the Left Front and will continue 10 be there. .

But staying in the government under such circumstances becomes
untenable.”

Mr Ashok Ghosh said the dispute within the Front has been
sending the wrong signals to the people.

THE STATESMAN
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 addressed with much greater sensitivity, Of the five states °
! targeted for anti-Naxalite operations, three — Bihar, Orissa

/. RED THREAT 7,

& The Nayalite challenge is poltcal o\

AXALITES killed a minister in Madhya Pradesh in mid-
December last year, Within three months they have killed
another in Andhra Pradesh. What 1s worrying about the latter
strike is the efficiency and precision with which it was carried
out. In the interim, Naxalite groups have struck repeatedly |
|

killing a large number of policemen in the two states. Add to |
that the election-related Naxalite violence in Bihar and we are
almost literally looking down the barrel of a gun. Probably a
sophisticated semi-automatic. The Centre has convened meet-
ings. The latest strike came barely a day after the Union home
secretary held a meeting to discuss inter-state co-ordination of
anti-Naxal operations. Security has to be tightened, and co-
ordination is essential. But it is apparent that these meetings |
are not producing results. There i3 a possibility that these
grand strategies will have little impact unless there 1s greater
Tocal focus at the ground level. Those who are hest placed to
contribute to local and grand strategies are local law-enforce-
ment and administrative agencies, who underszand local
sociv-geonomic conditions and know the local terrain. ;
But what governments both at the Centre and in the states
have to understand is that the Naxalite problem is not a rou-
tine security or law and order problem. It is embedded in
socio-economic and political structures which have to be

and MP — are very much in the underdeveloped zone. And it
is in the most underdeveloped pockets of these states — for
instance, the tribal belts in Orissz and MP - that the
Naxalites have their strongest bases. In Maharashtra,
Naxalite bases are very small. In Andhra Pradesh, :nsurgency
has a distinct genealogy, which has to be faclored ‘n. But the
central issue in all this cases is that of social oppression, des-
perate poverty and the state’s near total abdication of its
developmental role. Political managers will have to under-
stand that the only wav that they can effectively fight the
Naxals is by fostering develapment and blunting exploitation.
If that does not happen, the Naxalites will continue to have
mass support ingockets where they operate. In many areas in
Bihar and “Naxalites run a parailel regime where the
state’s writ-does not run. In this sense the Naxalite “problem”
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CPI not to tolerate
high-handedness

of CPM:

UNITED NEWS OF DIA_ > 17!

MIDNAPORE, March 12, —
The CPI general secretary, Mr
AB Bardhan, today said his
party will not tolerate big
brotherly astitude of the CPI-M
in West Bengal.

Talking to reporters after
attending a meeling organised
to pay iributes to Geeta
Mukherjee, Mr Bardhan said,
“we will not tolerate if they

Bardhan

ok
row, wiiieh will take final deci-
sion to this effect.

Last time, the CPI had vne
member in Rajya Sabha — Mr
Gurudas Dasgupta, but this
time CPI-M had decided not to
continue with the agreement.

The decision took a dramatic
turn when CP! decided to quit
the Left Front ministry in
protest against CPI-M's deci-
sion. )

RSP nominee: The RSP state
committee al its meeting today
nominated Mr

showed red eves simply
because they
are big brothers |
in the Left i
Front.” ‘
“We  will

always t(ry to

No support
to Rabri

MIDNAPORE, March 12, —

Manoj Bhatta-
charya, a cen-
iral committee
member of the
iparty, as its

solve any differ- | The CPT will not suppert the lone candidate

ences amicably. |
erate hig broth- |

he said,
He, however,
said, “we were

we are in Left
Front and will
remain there.”
Asked how the l
differences nver
nomination of

) Rabri Devi government in
but will not tol- ' giya) Mr Bardhan said. |
3 -} “Beth Mr Laloo Yadav and } adds SNS,
erly attitude,” ' 3frs Rabri Devi were cor- !
rupt”, he zaid. Mr Yadav was
“yndemorratic” also, he said.
. Asked if the CPI-M can sup- *
i Left Front, . port the Rabri government
why his party cannot do it,
he said “they can support,
. but we will not,” ~ PTI

R Apnother report on page 8

for the Rajya
Sabha polls,

Apart from Mr
Bhattacharya,
the name of
Mrs Gita Sen-
gupta also came
up. But a majo-

rity of state
' committee

members decid-
led to back Mr
Bhattacharya’s

Rajva Sabha
candidates could be solved with
the CPL-M, Mr Bardhan said, it
is the responsibility of the CPI-
M as they are big brother.
Regarding CP['s decision tu
pull out of the Left Front min-
isiry in the state in protest
against CPI-M's decision 1o
nominate their three candi-
dates and one of the RSP for
the Rajya Sabha from tne
state, he sald a meeting is
scheduled in Calcutta tomor-

candidature.
There was voting on the issue.
Senior party leaders such as
Mr Debabrata Bandyo-
padhyaya, irrigation minister
and also the party's state unit
gsecrevary, and Mr Kshiti
Goswami, PWD minister,
reportedly argued in favour of
Mr Bhattacharya as its candi-
date for the Rajya Sabha seat.

8 Kerala CPI joins stir
against CPM: page 8



Basu moye to engl CPI CPM row

HT Correspondent 9 l
Calcutta, March 13 {/v

THE CRISIS in the Left Front
Government over the CPI's deci-
sion to pull out it two ministers in
protest against the denial of 4
Rajya Sabha berth seems all but
resolved with the CPI relenting in
response to an appeal by Chiet
Minister Jyoti Basu. It is a question
of mere formality before the
Minister for Water Resource and
Investigation, Nandagopal Bhatta-
charyya, and Minister for Civil
Detence, Sreckumar Mukherjee,
return to their ministerial offices.
The ice was broken when Basu
<ang up CPI general secretary A B
Bardhan during the meeting ot the
CPI’s national exccutive in Dethi

today. The Chief \hnmu rcpurl—
edly urged Bardhan nol to press
the issuc further and axk the CPT
ministers to resume duty i the
larger interest of Left unity, Basu
also spoke to Bhattacharyva. who
was attending the CPI national
exccutive mcuh’ng. The CPL
national exceutive Is understoond 1o
have concurred with Bardhan that
Rasu’s wishes be respected.

CPT sources here said Bardban
had cimtacted the party’s state see-
retaiv. Manjukwmar Aapundar,
and briefed him on his conversa-
tien with the Chief Minister.
Bliuttacharyva. who came buck
from Delhi after the national exed-
utive mecting, rushed o Basus
residence around § pia 1o thrash
out the matter. The two CPI minis-

;1d b-l’l[ thelr resignaiion to
hc party’s state scoretary instead
{ 1 the Chiet Minister.
Bhattacharyva  declined 1o
ivulge the details of his talks with

Basu. CPI sources said the parly’s
State  Secrctariat would  meet
tomorrow o discuss the insirue-
s1ons trom the central leadership in
the light of Busu's appeal. The
State Executive was carlier sched-
uted 1o mect on this issue on
Narch 19, but it was advanced 1oi-
lowing teday’s developments.
That he was making a
move was made clear by Basi him-
self when he told reporters at the
Writers. Buildings todiy that he
was appealing o the CFI not w
press on with “the pulloun decision,
More reports on Page 3
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THE DASTARDLY KILLING of Madfiava Reddy,
Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj Minister, in a
landmine explosion last week, is yet another
grim remninder of the intensification of violence
and extremism in many parts of the couniry.
This fatal blast has been another well-planned
and meticulously-executed explosion, which has
the signature of the dreaded People's War Group
(PWG). It is unfortunate that despite the intelli-
gence reports and the police alert, the Minister
did not pay heed to the warnings and take extra
precautions. The PWG. which has been waging
this war on elected representatives, the police
and the bureaucracy over the years, could have
taken the life of any VIP using that particular
bridge. But they had picked on Madhava Reddy,
who was earlier Home Minister and gave a new
direction to the police operations against the
naxalite groups in Andhra Pradesh,

This brazen act, along with the recent up-
surge in naxalite and lefi-wing extremists’ vio-
lence in the neighbouring Siates of Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar and Orissa, drives
home the point that half-hearted measures do
not help. The Government of India has at last set
up a Coordination Centre for naxalite-infested
States and the Union Home Secretary, Mr. Ka-
mal Pande, who chairs this special committee,
recently announced the decision to conduct an
aerial survey of naxal-affected areas and hide-
outs. The Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, has
scheduled the next meeting of these States for
April 3. Instead of wasting time over funding,
formalities and procedures, the Home Ministers,
Directors-General of Police and the Home Secre-
taries of the affected States, along with the Cen-
tre, must hammer out a coordinated strategy to
deal with this challenge. The aerial survey must
be done quickly and the aveas of concentration
must be identified to launch a combined and
simultaneous offensive against extremists.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2000

THE NAXALITE MENACE

that the naxalite menace cannot be haydled asa
mere law and order problem. Merely\banning
some groups or gunning down some extremist
elemenis in ‘encounters’ will not really solve the
problem. 1t is important to subdue the extre-
mists and stamp oui violence but it is equally for
State Governments to address the basic socio-
economic issues which the naxalites and left-
wing extremists in these regions have exploited
to achieve this kind of presence. The socio-eco-
nomic factors such as the glaring social inequal-
ities, economic  deprivation,  corruption,
unemployment, caste and communal conflicts
have to be recognised and tackled. On the other
side, it is apparent that many of these extremist
ultra-left groups and naxalites are less driven by
ideolagical moorings and are increasingly con-
centrating on senseless acts of violence to regis-
ter their presence.

One more aspect of this problem that needs
to be addressed is the security for VIPs. The po-
lice and intelligence agencies must be able to
collect accuraie information about the move-
ment of killer squads and their potential targets.
The coardination committee must cohstantly
share intelligence on the inter-State moverents
or activities of these groups. The police and se-
curity agencies must devise more stringent and
coded measures for improving secuiity to VIPs
on the hit list. Ministers and officials who are
targets must follow the security drill and pre-
scription, or pay the ultimate price as the Andhra
pPradesh Minister did. The security drill, the
route that the VIPs take and cars they use must
be changed frequently so that extremists do not
become too familiar with the routines. The po-
lice and security agencies must remain on full
alert all the time, as they are dealing with a gue-
rilla operation.

THE HINDU
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Centre calls’
CMs meet

on Naxa

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, March 14. —
The Centre has convened a
meeting of chief ministers of
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra.
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar along with Directors-
General of Police to discuss the
growing Naxal menace in these
states, the Lok Sabha was
informed today.

Replying to & spate of supple-
mentaries during Question
Hour, the home minister, Mr L
K Advani, said the need to
convene the conference was
decided at a meeting he had
with the MP Chief Minister.
Mr Digvijay Singh, following
the killing of Andhra minister,
Madhav Reddy, by Naxalites,

He said the Centre would
extend all assistance to states
to tackle the problem and that
it was wrong to say that the
Centre was totally uncon-
cerned about the issue.

Mr Advani said a conference
of chief ministers of states
affected by the Naxal menace
was held in Hyderahad in
1998 where a coordination
committee, headed by the
Union home secretary, was
set up for this purpose.

On the problem. of militancy
in the north-sast, he said the
Centre was providing assis-

lites

tame to them also by wav of
supplying arms,

He said four of the eight
north-eastern states have
been affected by militancy.
These are Agsam, Tripura,
Nagaland and Manipur.

To a persistent demand from
members, the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr GMC Balayogi.
agreed to a half-an-hour dis-
cussion on the issue.

Close shave

A nolice sub-inspector on patro
duiy escaped unhurt when a
Naxalite belonging 1o “Sikasa”
a front organisation of the
Peeple's War Group, openec
fire near INNarsapur, ir
Adilabad district of Andhre
Pradesh last night.

When the SI stopped the
Naxalite for a routine cheek
the latter opened fire from his
pistol. The SE returned fire hu
the Naxalite managed to flee.
Naxalite held: A teenagec
Naxalite carrving a reward o
Rs 10,000 was arrested a
Murchul village ir
Rajnandgaon district o:
Madhyva Pradesh.Acting on 2
tip-off. police arrested Naxalite
Tivragarh Dalam member
Birjhuram alias Sudhakar 16}
resident of Churia Kanahan
village. when he went visiting
his relatives at Murchul.

THE STATESMAN
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CPI relents, L
decides toyr
rejoin Govt
'ﬁ'I"JCorrespondent] <\\ o

N N,
Calcuta, Vareh 14,903 ol |
THE CURTAIN was rung down
today on ithe six-day-long drama
over the CPI's tlncal to pull oul
ministers from the West Bengal
Cabinet on the Rajva Subha seat
issue with the pary’s state selre-
tarial reversing its carlier stand.

At a meeting this afternoon, the
state seeretariat formally asked the
WO ministers o carry on with their
nermal funciions, taking into con-
sidetacion e views of the parly's
national  cxecative and  Chiel
Mimster Jvoti Basus teques! on
the CP1 ministers continuing in the
government in the intercst of Lelt
unity. Today., Basu wrote 10 the
Water Resource and Investigation
Minister. Nandagopal Bhatue-
haryya. in this regard.

In a statement issued after a
mecting. the stale seoretariat said
that the party's “strong protest” (o
the Left Front had drawn the
attention of political circles and
the people. Party general secretary
A B Bardhan had communicited
the views of the national gseculive
en the guestion of continuing in
the government and the chict min-
ister had writlen a  Jjetterto
Bhattacharyva on the issue “We
have noticed that vur point of view
has received faportance in those
letters. Thus. the party dircets the
minsters 1o carry oa with thekr
normal dutics ”

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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‘Power
barrel’

In most of the States
here naxalite activity is
noticed at a small level,
the Governments show no
interest in nipping the
problem in the bud. It is
only when the ultras
resort to violence that the
Governments wake up
and let loose a reign of
terror in the name of
controlling them.
K. SRINIVAS REDDY
tracks the rise
of the naxalites.

HE DEAFENING blast of the

landmine that killed the

Panchayat Raj Minister, A.

Madhava Reddy, about 30
km from Hyderabad on the night of
December 7, continues o
reverberate throughout Andhra
Pradesh. With the precision blasting
of the landmine planted on an
approach road of a railway road
overhridge, the CPI(ML) People’s
War, better known as the PWG,
sought to send some unmistakeable
signals to iis adversaries: that it was
not down and out as the police had
claimed and that it would not forget
and forgive. [t was only some three
months ago that the three PWG
central commitice leaders, Santosh
Reddy, Naresh and Adi Reddy were
killed in an alleged encounter in the
Koyyuru forest arca of Karimnagar
district. The PWG had accused the
police of arresting the three in
Bangalore and killing them in a
‘fake encounter’.

While the police patted
themselves for the operation, the
PWG was scething. Thal it would
strike back was anticipated. The
targets, he rthey politicians or police
officers, were alerted. Bul the
retaliation came in neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, when they hacked
1o death a Minister, Kavre, who was
campaigning for local bodies
elections in the forest areas of
Bastar.

However, the pulice were still
expecting such an attack in Andhra

Pradesh also, hut the way the naxals
targeted Madhava Reddy and pulled

off whar was earlier perceived to be

a “'near-impossible [eat” has shaken

politicians and police alike. The
police had never anticipated that
the PWG cadres eould detonare
mines successfully at night. The
theory behind this confidence was

A

O

that the chances of a2 ‘miss’ were
high during night time since the
person who detonates the mine
would have to have a perfect
synchronisation of his visual
perception and physical action.
Already sitting at least 100 yards
away in pitch darkness, he would
have had to idenlify the vehicle and
detonate the mince as it crosses over
it.

The success of such an artack
depended on numerous parameters,
such as vehicle speed. hand-eye
coordination, and prior information
aboul movement of the target. Yet,
the PWG managed the detonation
precisely as the vehicle carrying
Madhava Reddy passed over the
mines buried some four feet below
the kutcha road surface.

It was as if everything was
working against Madhava Reddy
whose threat perception report put
him in the ‘Z plus’ category of
security. His movements had a set
pattern. Before boarding the vehicle,
he announced where he was going.
The police were confident that there
would not be any ‘action’ in
Rangareddy district since naxalite
movement was minimal. But the
PWG struck.

Madhava Reddy’'s killing raises
many disturbing questions. Police
analysts point out that the set
pattern in his movements proved

fatal. This was not the first time that

an estabiished partern in the
movements of its targel came in
handy for the PWG. The Deputy
Inspector General of Police, K. S.
Vyas, was shot dead al the Lal
Bahadur Stadium in Hyderabad in
1993 as he used to go jogging there
every day. The Assistant Inspector-
General of Police, Umesh Chandra,
wits shot dead in broad davlight last
yedr when he was on his way 1o
office from home. Despite the
slaying of the two senior 1S officers
which were made easier by the set
pattern in their movements, the
police failed to prevent the attack
on Madhava Reddy.

Why did the PWG go after
Madbava Reddy especially when his
killing could lead 10 a severe
backlash? A simple answer could be
the confidence of the PWG
leadership in its ahility to take on
the State Government. The PWG
movement has already spread even
fo States such as Haryana, Delhi,
Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal in addition to Andhra

from the
f the”egun

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashitra, Karnaraka and Rihar.

While the PWG was suffering blow
after blow in Andhra Pradesh with
the police effectively putting into
practice its counter-revolutionary
strategy, its inflience in other States
was spreading unhindered.
Internationally also, the PWG got
good exposure with its documents
being featured on various websites
on the Internet.

Last vear's merger of the Party
Unity (PU} operating in Bihar with
the PWG had significantly helped
the spread of its influence to newer
areas. Though naxalite activity had
not assumed alarming proportions
in States such as Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Haryana and Punjab, the
PWG had formed State committees
to educate people and recruir then.
The outfit, which wants to achieve a
‘new democratic revolution’ through
protracted armed struggle, goes
about the job systematically. The

WG does not just resort to violence
in an area where it is trying to
establish itself. The cadres would
analyse the local problems and
mobilise the people and begin what
they call ‘partial struggles’.
Subsequently, when the cadres gain

THE HINDU

19 MAR 2000

P

T.0



Saifuddin let off after warnj

A
v

REBEL CPI(M) leader Saifgddin
Chowdhury was hauled up bgain
today at the State Committee
meeting and let off with a warning.

The party leadership objected to
press statements attributed to him
on the reopening of Dunlop’s
Sahaganj unit and for reportedly
suggesting a civic poll tie-up with
the Congress.

Chowdhury had earlier been
show-caused twice by the party.
Today, he was chargesheeted for
his statements and asked why he
should not be suspended for repe-
atedly going to the media.

A statement released by the
CPI(M) after the meecting said
Chowdhury met some State
Committce members and told
them that he had not uticred a

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, March 26

-0
word of what had been attributed
to him. He also submitted a written
statement to the party bosses. The
CPI{M) will make the rebel
leadcr’s  explanations  public
through Ganashakti, its mouth-
piece. He was told that henceforth
he should release statements only
to the party organ. They must not
appear in other newspapers.

Chief Minister Jyoti Basu's
retirement too came up in the
meeting, a party insider said. Some
members reportedly wondered
why Basu’s decision to pull cut of
the 2001 Assembly poll race was
made public even before it was dis-
cussed in the party forum.

“We took exception to the man-
ner in which his retirement
announcement was made public. It
was made clear to the party leader-
ship that Basu was no ordinary
leader and the decision to relieve

(M
him of his duties cannot be arrived
at without taking into confidence
all the State Committee members
here. The Politburo alonme cannot
arrive at this crucial deciston,” said
a State Committee member,

The party statement, however,
had no mention of Basu’s retire-
ment. When a reporter asked the
Chief Minister whether the matter
was discussed, he said: “The issue
was not discussed.”

Party leaders also discussed strat-
egy for the municipal polls. The
CPI{M) will stress on organisation-
al network, better candidarte
selection, more street-corner
meetings, selection of progressive
and  democratic  candidates
from local Nagarik Samitis and
giving more importance 1o the
opinion of ward committees for
the selection of candidates for the

civicpolls. -
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_Saifuddin, CPI-M klss |

STATESMAH NEWS‘A\HBE

CALCUTTA, Feb. 4. — The
CPI-M appeared to tide over a
major crisis as both the liberals
and hardliners made a climb-
down at a state commiftee
meeting today where neither
the hawks opted for an extreme
step against Mr Saifuddin Cho-
wdhury, nor did he press for his
demand of internal democracy.

In an apparent rapprochement
between the two camps, the
party let off the liberal leader
with the warning to ensure that
there is no repetition of his
views on the CPI-M's internal
matters making it to the media,
while Mr Chowdhury in his
reply to the show-causge notice
regretted “the confusion created
after his views were published
in newspapers”.

CPI-M state secretary Mr
Anil Biswas told a Press con-
ference about Mr Chowdhury's
reply after the state committee
meeting. The committee had
showcaused Mr Chowdhury on
31 December for making Press
statements on the party’s inter-
nal matters,

/and make up %

For the past few months, the
CP1I-M has been threatened
with the prospect of a near-
revolt after Mr Chowdhury, Mr
Subhas Chakraborty and Mr
Samir Putatunda repeatedly
accused hardliners of trying to
stifle alternative viewpoints
within'the party.

Saifuddin: Press stress

The trio’s demand for internal
democracy in the party found
tacit support from Mr Jyoti
Basu, who gave a patient hear-
ing to Mr Chowdhury and
reportedly sympathised with

THE STATESMAN
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the issues he raised. Mr Basu
even admitted that it was a
mistake to have dropped Mr
Chowdhury from the party’s
Central Committee.

The show-cause notice served
on Mr Chowdhury evoked soli-
darity with him from the liber-
al group. As Mr Chowdhury
received the notice and pre-
pared to draft his reply, there
was speculation that a major
showdown was on the cards.
Today's state committee meet-
ing teck care of that.

The impending civie body and
Assembly elections may have
prompted the two sides to set-
tle for a truce, especially in
view of the steady rise in popu-
lar support for the Trinamul,
Mr Basu's reported assurance
to the liberal camp that the
1ssues they had raised would
be accommodated in the party’s
revised programme, being
drafted, may also have per-
suaded the liberals to soften
their stand, at least for now.

Though a pateh-up has been
worked out, analysts wonder
how long the rebels’ issues can
be kept bottled up.




“Saifuddin firm
on democracy
¢\ demand

MANASH GHOSH L
, STATESMAN NEY S‘,I_SERV

(
CALCUT?A, Feb, T. There\J
is no question of the former L
CPI-M Central Committee
member and Lok Sabha MP,
Mr Saifuddin Chowdhury.
resiling from his stated
demands fer Iinner-party
demoeracy, transparency in
organisatinnal functioning,
adopting developmenvorlgnted
politics and significant
changes in party programimes.
(Mr Chowdhury and Mr
Subhas Chakraborty have
launched the Bangiya
Ganatantrik Mancha, a non-
political organisation, for the
protection of democracy In
West Bengal, says UNL.
(The mancha held its first
meeting recently and called on

#l See SAIFUDDIN: pagM

SAIFUDDIN: didn’t seck pardon

(Continued from page 1)

all social democrats to work for the benefit of the
rural masses and industrial lubour force. Mr
Chowdhury and Mr Harihar Mishra have been
chosen the mancha’s conveners.)

Mr Chowdhury, who left for New Delhi today,
made it clear to The Statesman that he “firm-
ly” stood by the issues that he had already
raised in public and there was no scope of with-
drawing them since they were fundamental to
the party’s survival.

“How can 1 withdraw since they are already
hefore the people for consideration? It has
become a public issue now which will have to be
sorted out through debate. There is no scope for
making up on these issues with anyone. In my
reply to the show-cause notice served on me by
the party, nowhere did I say that | was resiling
from my stand. I had clearly stated in my reply
that 1 was sorry if my views published in the
newspapers had either upset anyone or caused
confusion. I had certairly not sought pardon”.

That there is no change in his political line was
made clear by him during his stay here when he
not only addressed a closed-door party workers
meeting but also exchanged notes with like-
minded party leaders.

At the workers' meeting, he recalled the “his-
toric blunder” committed by some party leaders

who “scornfully” spurned the offer to let Mr Jyoti
Basu bacome Prime Minister. Mr Chowdhury
explained to the cadres that the “momentous
opportunity” the party missed had “directly
helped” in the BJP’s ascendancy which eventual-
ly enabled it to grab state power for which all
secular and “truly” democratic forces were now
suffering.

“ITronically all those in the pariy whe had
rejected the offer are now moving heaven and
earth to dislodge the BJP without success.
Barlier they had tried to install a Congress-fed
Government. All this mess i3 because of opacity
in our party’s-decision making”.

Mr Chowdhury cited the example of the rise of
neo-Nazis in Austria, To start with, the
Austrians had installed an 88 operative like
Kurt Waldheim in power followed by Freedom
Party's Joerg Haider who saw nothing wrong in
the crimes committed by the Nazis, “The
Austrian paralliel is relevant to India since the
Left detnocratie forces have contributed to the
rise of the BJP”.

Mr Chowdhury also decried violence and said it
had no place in a demacracy. Leaders who
thought that violence was an effective means to
“suppress or neutralise opposition” were politi-
cally unsound and were in fact, living in a fool's
paradise. “Violence begets violence., This simple
truth must be realised by all”.
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 LENIN'S LEGACY;

Sacial demacracy could save the Left| !

ACTIOl\AL politics in the CPI-M is not unusual. What is
unusual is that the state committee should once 4gain
choose to couch G1ternal differences in theoretical terms. What

- the CPI-M serivusly need to do is to acknowledge that they are

- This invelve

not a Marxist party. Most members of the Politburo are wholly
innocent of any knowiedge of Leninist theory of the role of the
party in the socialist transformation of society. They are
equally ignorant of the Leninist interpretation of the charac-
ter of the state. To put it bluntly, they are a confused lot. The
structure of the party — based on a bowdlerised version of
Lenin’s democratic centralism — is in direct contradiction te
the mode of proliferation it has chosen, both in ideological and
organisational terma. The organisation has grown by induct-
ing the lumpen underclass, which in the sixties and seventies
were tdentified ciosely with the Congress-style of politics that
the arch-lumpen Sanjay Gandhi inaugurated, sadly despite
the educational opporiunities he had as the youpger scion of
India’s “firet family”. In ideological terms, the CPI-M’s
progress is diffuse. In official pronouncements the CPI-M
make grand ideclogical gestures. They have always heen
extremely vociterous about opposing liberalisation and globali-
sation. In practice. however, the CPI-M have been making
half-hearted atiteinpis at inviting capital to industrialize the
state and rezeue it from the current state of economic debase-
ment for which they themselves are responsible.

Clearly the cuoren: contretemps in which the parly find
themselves is largely o matter of personal ambition and fac-
tional rivalry — most of the actors have their respective axes
to grind. At the same iime, both Subhas Chakraborty and
Saifuddin Chowdhury have raised legitimate issues about the
way the party functionz. There are two questions. One is
about inner-part democracy, If the CPI-M are serious about
Leninist moori v have to act as a \alguard party.,
1 ieal dissemination. which in the post-
Ranadive periog - ihe ]u.‘wtlf:(,d[l(}n for engaging in parlia-
av have clearly failed to achieve.
.eninist conception of the vanguard
mocracy through the concepl of the
il ride to power on the concept of “all
"ho possibility has been frustrated by
zde unionism, taken lo exireme and
vhat the Left adopted purely for

soviet. Lenin did alier
power to the
American-ziyle b
immenaeh infm

goviais

)7

represent, the C T should now openly avow a social democ-
ratic character. if they were to do so they would serve the

poh 1cs that Jyoti Basu and Surjeet

state and the nation better. First, it wouid enable them to tone .

down the uniong and industrialise the state — making for
more employment opporiunilies and greater prosperity.
Second, it would help the Left in general to strengthen the
centrist tendencies in the Indian polity, with a view to estab-
lishing some forin of zenuine secularism and the fundamen-
tals of a welfare state. But to do that the CPI-M in theory
need the mfrginalisation of armchair leaders like Prakash
Karat Ey Sitaram Yechur: — an unlikely circumstance.
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~ Saifuddin will
- respond fo

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. — The
rumblings in the CPI-M took a
new turn with the former cen-
tral committee member, Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury, deciding
to take up the challenge
against the party after a show-
cause netice was served on
him.

Mr Chowdhury, who returned
from Calcutta today after a
series of meetings with parly
colleagues who are learnt to be
supporting his cause of more
democracy in the party, is yet
to receive a show-cause notice.

“I have been told by a few
peopie that a show-cause notice
has been served against me,
am yet to receive any such
notice. In any case, [ have not
indulged in any anti-party
activity,” he said.

Mr Chowdhury said when the

' show-cause notice reaches him,

he would reply to it as per the
party's requirements. He was
Jf the opinion that he would be
ahle to convince the party that
he had not done anything
wrong and his actions were
aimed at strengthening the
party.

N AN {
% §

The state unit's decision to
serve a show-cause notice on
Mr Chowdhury has come as a
surprise to many, who believed
that the party's former deputy
leader in Parliament had the
tacit support of a fow heavy-
weights in the party, including
the Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti
Basu.

Mr Basu, who is heading the
party's panel for a fresh party
programme, gave a patieni
hearing to Mr Chowdhury dur-
ing his stay in Calcutta. The
Deputy Chief Minister of West
Bengal, Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya, also had a long
meeting with Mr Chowdhury
on the subject.

However, in ecertain circles,
the show-cause notice is being
viewed as the party's present
leadership trying to retain its
hold over the party. and may
just be the beginning of the
process of throwing out Mr
Chowdhury from the party.

But things may not be as
smooth as many ww.ud like to
believe as Mr Chowdhury
reportedly has the backing of
the state's transport minister,
Mr Subhas Chakrabariy and
Mr Samir Patitunda, a promi-
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p\ariy chullenge

it

nent figure in North 24-
Parganas.

While Mr Chowdhury has
been served & show-cause
notice, Mr Chakrabarty and Mr
Patitunda have been verbally
cautioned by the party's state
committee.

At the same time, guestlons
raised by this section of the
party seems to have created an
ideological tarmoil in the party
when the new party pro-
gramme 18 being drafled.

A number of sepior CP1-M
leaders, still not coming out in
the open, are of the npinion
thar the 1964 party programme
has become obsolete and sover-
al important questions necd 1o
be answered at this juncture.

Addressing the 1ssue of secu-
iarism is one such izsue, which
has resulted in some confusion
amaong the rank and fiie of the
party,

Mr Chowdhury and some of
his colteagues have also started
raising guestions on the rele-
vanee of dictatorship of the pro-
letariat ag well as democratic
ceniralism in the party strue-
ture, which has allegedly
rezulted in mindless suffoca-
tion of parly democracy.



asu wanis

BASU:

tContinued from page 1)

demoeratic party. He wondered
whether any vther pariy in the
country has such a democratic

s1et-—up. He highlighted the Left
Erﬂnt- government's successes
Wovanous fields, bui asked

| 9-¥
STATESMAN REWS SERVICE

|
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CALCUTTA, Jan. 3. — My
Jyoti Basu teday sided emphat-
teally with the CPI-M liberals,
: arguing forcefally thas the par-
i t¥'s foundatienal chacter.
{ “party programmes”, needs
i sweeping changes., g (3 M
The ecurrent formdilation,
} unchanged sinee it was made
in 1964, has become jrrelevant
tn a fast-changing world, the
chief minister said at
Garashakti's 34ih anniversary
celebrations.
i He said the il
party commit-
tee formed io
suggest the ch-
anges is work-
ing or the mat-
ter. The subject
will be dis-
cussed by the
next polithure
meeting and fol- 1
lowed up in the
central commit- §
tee. i
After this, the |
various party
fora will chew
on the master
for two months. At the end of
about a year, the task will have
been campleted. Mr Baso said.
The chief minister took an
i apparent swipe af party hard
liners, saying Marxism is a sci-
ence and not 8 body of dogma.
if one finds that some of its
prineiples have been wrongly
applied, corrective steps must
be taken without delay. “There
could be mistakes, but we will
have to correct our actions.”
The CPI-M is a revolutionary

Basw: ‘Agenda irrefevant’

partymen to lend a patient ear
to eriticism from the people.

On familiar groung by now,
the chief minister came down,
or: “a_section of the media for
launching a glander campaign
against us”.

It was left to the state CPL-M

\ - serretary, Mr Anil Biswas, (o
describe how Ganashakti had
evolved into a full-fledged

newspaper from a s -
f M/ letin, and remember &gl}'o}f;l 1)
. party — and whifEver there the late Saroj Mukherjee

have been lapses, corrections behind the rise,
have been made, Mr Basu

reminded party leaders and

members.

Even Mao Zedong had made a
blunder — by saving “hombard
the headguarters™ during the
early stages of the Cultural
Revolution — he said. There
eould be differences among “ng”
01 organisational maiters, but
that should nol spawn “ani-
mosity” within party ranks,

Mr Basu reminded his au-
dience how sh-
arply opinion in
the party was
split on the
R icsoe of “partici-
pation at the
Centre” in May
1996, Yet the
party decided it
would take a
B frosh look af the
subject when-
ever another
opportunity
came. This was
clearly a bint at
how the party
leadership had,
uver time, soft-
ened its stand on the issue.

“There are some wanknesses
in the organisation and we
have to overcome them,”
Mr Basu went on.

“No one should think that only
his views should prewail,” he
said, in an shvious dig at
hardliners.

Before he signod off, the chief
minister, howover, stressed
that the CPT-M is a “truly”

B See BASU: page 4
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. BASU’S DILEMMA

5V CPI-M unable to contain factionalismi

YOTI Basu is veering round to the view that the pa

proegrammes need a thorough overhaui. He says
grammes devised in 1964, when the Communist movement
split, are no longer relevant and that the CPI-M, as a tiuly
“revolutionary” party, must acknowledge its mistakes and
adapt to the times. Basu's plea for an overhaul has two impli-
cations. One, he is entirely right that change is inevitable;
two, he aims to strengthen the dissidents, led by Subhas
Chakraborty and Saifuddin Chowdbury, who have been argu-

\

ty's

to dissent from within. The contlict has in the past few days
developed an ideological slant. But the crux of the matter is
factionalism. Througheut the state the majority faction has

| The minority faction is sut of all commiitees. Factionalism is
tee where Subhas Chakraborty's supporters have been cor-
nered by the majority faction, Subhas can command crowds
and cadres but not voting members whi have been carefuily
admitted to support the old guard though voung in vears. As a
! result, some senior partymen hase left the party. The CPE-M
knows that it is in bad shape. Factionaliem wiil severely erode
its ability to meet the Trinamul Congress’s challenge in the
elections te 82 municipalities due in a couple of months.

This fear prompts Jvoti Basu to call for a change in party
| programmes so that dissidents can be accormnmadated. The
i need to do this is al} the more acute because assembly elec-
. tions are due in barely a year and may well be held sooner.
" The CPI-M knows that the Mamata factor will grow rather
than diminish over time. Unless factionalism is arrested and
the party broadbased, the CPI-M could be distodged from
power — something that could not have been imagined a year
ago. Unfortunately Basu's writ does not run in the party any-
more. This is mainly because he has made himself extremely
vulnerable over his son and his unsavoury friends. He seems
quite unable to deny the son anything and cronies like the
Advocate-General take advantage. A lack of perspective does
not help either. When Dasu talks about changing the party's
programmes, he sounds like he iz endorsing the dissidents’
argument that doctrinaire Marxizm should be wbardened in
favour of the market iov the statr’s deveiopment. In that case,
there is no point i clinging Lo the {iciion thet the CPI-Mis a
revolutionary parly. Revolution has now betome a synonym
for stick-in-the-mud. It should proceed to bury its ghosts and
acknowledge its social democratic character. But with Basu
disabled thus who will lead it out of the mess? Continued
refusal to face the truth will be fatal. Basu ¢ not a vietim of
circumstances, he is a prisoner of his partiality for his son.

THE STATESMAN
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ing that the leadership of the party should be more sensitive

ro- -

been depriving the minority faciion of any say in party affairs. |
g 3 v say ¥ ;

probably the worst in the North 24-Parganas district commit- .
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. be in party,

a

SUMIT SEN
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 6. — The
CPI-M liberals are nat fit to be
in the party, Mr Anil Biswas
said today.

The state CPI-M secretary
argued that partymen who are
clamouring for more organisa-
tional democracy — Mr Subhas
Chakraborty, Mr Saifuddin
Chewdhury and Mr Samir
Putatunda — are harming the
party.

Mr Biswas's comments sug-
gest he may take on the liber-
als i direct battle, some party
memberz said, If true, he will
be going against the views
expressed by Mr Jyoti Basu,
wha a few days ago had seemed
to side with the liberals, calling
for sweeping changes in the
‘party programmes’ formulated
in 1984.

Mr Biswas’s attack on the lib-
erals came at a meeting of the
CPI-M's city untt at Nazrul
Manch, attended by hardliners
such a8 Mr Biman Bose, Mr
Benoy Konar, and Mr Naren
Sen.

The state secretary asserted
that the CPI-M 1s a “wruly dem-
ooratic party”. All this bue and
cry over an alleged lack of in-
ner-party democracy, with liber-
al leaders rushing to the press

o

L

a4

Mr Subhas Chakrahorty

with their views, is pointless,

“Our party has strong ideclog-
ical moorings; it does not
encourage individualism,” he
said in an apparent dig at the
liberats,

He buttressed his argument
against the rebels’ “pro-demac-
racy movement” by citing
exarples fram history.

Lenin too had at ane point of
time faced sueh onsiaughts
from some of his colleagues, he

“said. But these designs (of
Lenin’s adversaries) had failed.
He reminded the audience that
party unity depends on disci-
pline and dedicated work.

There is no doubt that such
programmes {a reference to the
liberals’ — and Mr Basu's —
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nil Biswas

call for sweeping changes in
the ‘party programmes’) need
updating. But it is alse true
that “all these years we had
functioned smoothly on the
basis of these programmes”.

What is needed is an troprove-
ment in the performance of the
various government wings, to
ensure hetter service to the
people.

Mr Biswas called for firm
measures to overcome organi-
sational weaknesses and
undertake a rectification pre-
gramme to make the CPI-M a
truly mass revolutionary party,

Reminding city CP1-M leaders
of the gradnal fall in the Lefi’s
pol percentage in Calcutta, he
asked the rival factions to
strive for unity and do their
best to improve the party’s per-
formance in the uprcoming
Calcutta Municipal
Cerporation elections,

He regretted that six out of
ten activists of the party’s
Caleutta unit are not praperly
equipped :declogically.

Most of the complaints to the
state CPI-M’s control commis-
sion, which deals with com-
plaints against party rmembers,
come from members of the
Calcutta unit.

Mr Biswas called for appro-
priate steps to overcome the
unit’s problems.



_ FACADE CRACKS

5 CPI-M faces internal, external challenge

HE unity of the Left is now on the point of disintegratioq.
The Left Front is in tatters — the RSP and Forward Bloc
. have steadfastly defied the CPI-M’s opportunism in moving
close to the Congress. Moreover, for some time now senior
leaders of both parties have beer keeping channels of commu-
nication with Mamata Banerjee open. Now two leaders each of
the RSP and Forward Bloc have joined Trinamul. From
Trinamul’s point of view this is significant because these
acquisitions are in north Bengal, where the party does not
have a presence. If Trinamul succeeds in eroding the Left’s
base in north Bengal iis challenge in the coming assembly
elections will be significantly strengthened. It is not only a
question of desertions. The lesser partners, who have been
bullied by the CPI-M, are awaiting developments within it.
And the developments are ominous. The hardline leadership
of the party, which controls its destiny throngh majorities in
the secretariat and committees, have made it clear that it is
not willing to countenanee the challenge of “dissident” liber-
als, a minority in committees. But dissidents are now willing
to take their grievances to a conclusion. We can take their
high-sounding phrases about inner-party democracy and hide-
bound programmes with a pinch of salt. They have been guiet
till now. So why are they pursuing a collision course that could
split the party? First, public disaffection with the party and
the government is widespread and intense, and dissidents now
know in a showdown with the ossified leadership they will
have public sympathy as well as the support of a large body of
young cadre. They can have a working arrangement with
Mamata Banerjee, who has emerged as a credible alternative
to the establishment. It is unlikely that dissidents will move
hefore the municipal elections. Anil Biswas has till then to
| ponder. Perhaps Jyoti Basu, the reluctant patriarch, can make
him see the error of his ways, before he puts in his papers.




.~ Basu advises against
crackdown on rebels

(y A\

BY ASTAFF REPORTER \

Calcutta, Jan, 9: Chief minister
Jyoti Basu today asked the state
CPM leadership not to precipitate
the brewing crisis in the party
by taking a hard line against
dissidents.

Basu advised caution duringa
long session at his house with
state party secretary Anil Biswas.
The meeting came a day after the
CPM showcaused Saifuddin
Chowdhury. one of the dissidents
and former central committee
membetr.

Sources close to Biswas said
that Basu was told about the lead-
ership’sunhappiness at the public
criticism of the party’'s function-
ing by the dissidents.

' Basu reportedly asked Biswas
not to take any hasty decision
against the dissident triad of
Chowdhury, transport minister
Subhas Chakraborty and South
24-Parganas district secretary
Samir Putatunda.

Basu had last week publicly
called for modernising the party’s

i L
putdated pr g\ramme, spurring
the dissidentsiio claim that he was
echoing their view.

However, Basu had tempered
the dissidents’ euphoria by
discounting their claim that the
party lacked transparency and
democracy.

Basu, who is recuperating
from a severe cold, said he would
resume work tomorrow. “I am
feeling comparatively well now,”
he added.

He said he would address the
annual general meeting of the
Merchants’ Chamber of Com-
merce on Mondayv. He will also at-
tend ottice at Writers' Buildings.

Chowdhury, who was served
the notice at the party office ves-
terday left for Katwa this morn-
ing. The party has already c2n-

sured Chakraborty anad
Putatunda.
CPM hardliners feel that

Chakraborty’s recent cominents
and public appearances are
more harmful than that of
Cheowdhury.

Hardliners like Benoy Konar

HE TELEGRAPH

AR BLLRAU

Q. {{r

have criticised Chakkabap¥ for
addressing Mamata BaTierjee as
“sister”. However. an undaunted
Chakraborty. told a party meet-
ing: “If a woman can accept me as
dada, what is wrong with my
atddressing her as my younger
sister?”

Chakraborty has also tried
to prevail upun the hardliners
not to nress ahead with araif roko
innortl Bengal to protest the Cen-
tre's apathy to the districts there.

Chakraborty reportediy urged
party leaders not to launch any
programme against Mamata. who
heads-the railway ministry, say-
ing that it may beomerang on the
CPM.

Mamata is scheduled to visit
north Bengal to track the progr-
ess of railway projects. Chakra-
borty has accepted Mamata's invi-
tation to accompany her, sparking
another round of protests by his
detracters.

On Sunday, Chakraborty par-
ticipated along with Mamata in a
precession to mark Guru Govind
Singh’s birth anniversary
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@I—M vet to receive EC’s

HT Correspondent H’{/M

New Deihi, january 12 \"ﬂ\
THE CPI-M has noi vel 1'cccivc§
any show-canse notice from th

Llection Copunission questioning
fls status us a national party follow-
g 1t performance in the recent
Lok Subha and Assembly election,

But with the Left party overtly
{ailing o meet the test of the exist-
ing rules, the CPI-M is heginning
to gerinlo the rationale rather thap
the vardstick of numbers and per-
centages that qualify a political
group  as a  unatiopul  party.
Alongwith this, it is also beginning
Lo raise questions shout the incom-
" pleteness of the whole electoral
eXCTCINC,

“We are the third biggest politi-
cal formation in Parliament. We
are heading three State povern-
ments, 1t we do not qualify to be
recogniced as a natioual party,
then who else will qualify”” asked
P genteral secretary
Rarkishan Singh Surjeet. The
party has 33 members tn the Lok
Sabha and another 15 in the Rajva
Sabhy and leads the governments
o West Bengal, Tripura and
Kerala,

Refusing to comment on reports
that the party would stand o lose
its ¥tatus as a national narty follow-

ing its poor performance in the
recent  Assembly  elections in
Andbira Pradesh, Mr Surject mere-
ly maintained that the party would
thoroughly examine the issue when
it gets a notice from the Election
Commission.  “We  have not
received any notice as yet,” he said.

Although Mr Surjeet declined to
comment whether he found the
existing system of categorising par-
ties lop-sided, he referred to “vatj-
ous aspecis” that put a State with

Recognition as a
national party
L

one Lok Sabha constituency at par
with one which has over 50.

Seen as an indication that the
CPI-M  would  arge  the
Commission to pul things on an
even keel by weaving in additional
triteria when it is served such a
notice, palty sourges have also
been polnting out to the fact that
the rules ook into consideration
the entire span of general elections
that covers both the Parlamentary
and the Assembly polls, In this
case, they maintain, Assembly
elections have been held in only a
few States, with several States stifl
10 go to the polls.
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notice

For the moment, the party
appears 1o be banking on the
putting across the "illogic” inhereat
i the situation and or the fact that
any step towards scaling down
recognition would be a long-drawn
and tme-consuming cffort by
which time, it hopes to recoup
some of its losges. In fact, it would
seem to be approaching the forth-
coming Assembly elections in
Bihar with this factor also in mind.

Rules stipulate that to gualify for
recognition as a national party, a
political formation should fulfil at
least one of the three main criteri-
on set out in at least four States
across the country. {t should either
have one representative in the Lok
Sabha for everv 25 MPs of that
House or ene Jegislator for every
30 MLAs in a particular State
Assembly or it should have polled
six per cent of the valid votes
polied in the last election in the
State to the Lok Sabha or the
Assembly.

The CPI-M meets this stipulation
2 Kerala, West Bengal and
Tripura. It met them in Andhra
Pradesh toa prior to the 1999
Parliamentary and Assembly elee-
tions there. Its representation
slumped from 15 MLAS in the out-
going Assembly to one and its vote
share dipped from 2.89 to 1.45.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 14, - Mr
Subhas Chakraborty today
hinted that CPI-M liberals
would wait titl party pro-
grammes are revised hefore
taking any decisien on their
future course of action.

He gave no indication, howev-
er, of backing cut of the party
revolt he has been spearhead-
ing.

“We will have to see how far
the programmes are changed.
Let the programmes be updat-
ed and we will comment after
that,” Mr Chakraberty said. “A
clear picture is expected to
emerge by May",

The transport minister’s
statement comes or the day his
party politburo began a three-
day sessian to finalise the draft
for updating programmes for-
mulated in 1964, The rebels
have apparently acceded to
pleas for patience from Mr
Jyot: Basu and Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet, alicwing palit-
buro liberals a chance to push
through a drastic overhaul of
party programmes,

Would the inner party democ-
racy he has been seeking come
from changing partly pro-
grammes?

If programmes are truly
changed in tune with needs of
the hour, it could help create a
democratic environment in the
CPI-M, Mr Chakraborty
replied. “Howeover, we will have
to see what exactly our leaders

SURJEE CAR HIT

| CALCUTTA, Jan. 14, —
Police harred cars from park-
iing on either side of AJC
| Base Road near Mullick
| Bazar after a stolen Maruti
‘hit Mr Harkishan Singh
Surjeet’s car there this eve-
ning.
| The Maruti sped away from
I Mr Surjeet’s convoy after the
accident, but not before its

| number had been noted

| down. Kareya police records

i showed the car was stolen

from a businessman a year

| ago.

‘ Meanwhile, traffic police
towed away some parked
ears from Mullick Bazar to

j Park Street police station,

] angering Mullick Bazar husi-
nessmen who blocked the

J road for more than an hour.

J Mr Surjeet, CPI-M general

| secretary, is in the city for

| the party politburo meeting.
| — SNS

1

do in this regard”.

My Chakraborty today repeat-
ed his demand for democracy
in the party.

“Evervbody in the world is in
favour of demacracy. One
should not forget that we took
part in the anti-autocratic
struggle during the
Emergency. No gystemn can sur-
vive by ignoring democracy”.

Asked about his recent charge
on Doordarshan — that some

* CPM rebels to

« hold back
punch till May

party leaders were responsible

for the CPI-M’s present state, -

and that many capable com-
rades had been denied their
due status — Mr Chakraborty
said he stood by his comments.
What he had said was for the
good of the party. The CPI-M
hierarchy teday was dictated
by “principles of the snakes
and ladders game.”

It is learnt that Mr Basu and
Mr Surjeet have launched a
desperate effort to change
party programmes to the satis-
faction of the rebels so that an
organisational crisis can be
avoided,

A senior politburo member
reportedly opined today that
things would not have come to
such a pass had the party
updated its programme earlier.
Had it done s0, the organisa-
tional erigis over the con-
tentiong issue of participation
in government in May 1996
could have been averted as
well, he is learnt to have said.

One of the pelitburo mem-
bers, Mr Sitaram Yechuri, how-
ever, contested the rebel charge
on the lack of democracy in the
CPI-M.

Theirs was a truly democratic
party, he tald reporters at
Alimuddin Street during the
politbure meeting recess, guid-
ed by the principles of demoe-
ratic centralism.

On the dissidence in West
Bengal, Mr Yechuri zaid that in

case there wag any dissent, the !

state unit would deal with if.
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- Basu for talks with rebels

SUMIT SEN e
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  ~~

T

CALCUTTA, Jan. 15. — Mr Jyoti Bash and a
few other CPI-M leaders reportiedly faonr talks
with party rebels, who today asked that the
party constitution too be changed, after the
politburo session.

Mr Basu, who seems generally svmpathetic to
the rabels, belicves a patient hearing and
prompt steps to redress some of ithelr main
grievances can go a long wayv in soothing them
down.

The talks, the chizf minister reportedly thinks,
should corne before next month’s central commit-
tee meeting, which the rebels plan to rock with
their complainis unless the leadership extends
an olive branch by then. Liberal ieaders — Mr
Subhas Chuakraborty, Mr Semnath Chatterjee
and a hest of MPs — are already in close louch
with like-minded leaders from several other

THE STATESMAN
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states.
But the suggestion of talks with the dissidents
faces strong opposition from hardliners who

- believe any such mave can only harm the party.

The decision has been left to Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet.

What would he do if some politburo members
indeed ask to meet him, Mr Chakraborty was
asked today. He preferred to reply in a lighter
vein.

“I shali be cbliged if they do. But they are high-
ly respected people, and I ean’t imagine why
they should like to meet a person like me, But of
course I shall meet them, if I am asked to.”

For now, he wouid meet Mr Surject before the
general secretary leaves for Delhi tomerrow. He
would tell Mr Surjeet about the liberals’ griev-
ances and how they are being “harassed” by the
state unit’s “vindictive” hardliners, sources said.

8@ See REBELS: page 5

REBELS:

— a7

1 \
‘Change constjtuti(;lc tho®: In
Delhi, fellow liberal Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury raised
the pressure on the hawks,
saying changing the “party
programmes” isn't enough. The
CPI-M can have a democratic
environment only if it changes
its constitution too — and
gives members rights that arc
now throttled in the name of
demaocratic centralism,

- Another thing that should go
- 18 the phrase “dictatorship of
the proletariat”, for this often
turns ocut to mean dictatorship
" by a group of party leaders, -
- Mr Chewdhury told
The Statesman,

He said he would reply to the
state committee’s show-canse
notice on 23 January.

Al today's meeting, the polit-
buro eriticised the Centre for
slashing the interest rates on
public provident funds and
small savings schemes. It said
the measure is “anti-people”.

I another statement, the
politbure condemned the Utiar
Pradesh government’s “repros-
sive measures” aimed at
breaking the strike by its elec-
tricity board staff.

{Continued from page 1}\
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T Salfudghn scnds 1p reply

STATESMAN NEWS SEAVICE C” 1

CALCUTTA, Jan. 23. — CPI-M
rebel leader Mr Saifuddin
Chowdhury today kept his date
with Alimuddin Street’s show-
cause deadline, but preferred
to send in his reply through an
emissary rather than handing
it over himself.

When contacted, he refused to
divulge the text of hiz Jetter.
: But insiders say, in his reply,
Mr Chowdhury stood by his arg-
nments for democracy within
the organisation and sweeping
changes in “party programmes”,

In the carefully drafted letter,
he also sought clarifications to
certain questions {rom the
party leadership. On the state
unit’s anger for talking to the
Press, Mr Chowdhury has
pointed out how some hardline

leaders h \also attacke the
liberals in the media,

He finalis4d the draft of the
letter after a meeting with col-
leagues — Mr Subhag Cha-
kraborty, Mr Samir Putatunda,
Mr Gautam Deb and Mr Tarit
Topdar — at Salt Lake's Raj-
arhat township project office.

The party state committee
had served Mr Chowdhury a
show-canse notice, taking exce-
ption to his recent Press inter-
views in which he voiced the li-
beral eamp’s demand for “inner-
party demoeracy” and drastic
changes in parly programmes.

The CPI-M state secretariat
will meet shortly to decide on
Mr Chowdhury's fate based on
his reply. The decision to show-
cause the rebel leader was
taken at the state committee
meeting on 31 Decernber.

THE STATESMAN
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Party state secretary Mr Anil
Biswas has already made it
clear that the leadership would
take the decision at the state
secretariat meeting. The mat-
ter will not be referred to the
state committee, he clarified.

The liberal camp wants to
press for "suitable changes” in
the party ceastitution, particu-
larly the clause relating to
expelling & member without
giving him an opgortunity to
defend himself.

Liberat leaders, siill sore over
the earlier expulsion of Mr
Nepaldev Bhattacharya with-
out being given an opportunity
to defend himself, are expected
to meet Mr Jyoli Basu seeking
his rehabilitation in the party.

% Liberals lash out at
Yechuri, Biman: page 3



