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- NEW DELHI, Dec. 1. — The
. Congress today officially

distanced itself from the pro-
active economic policies of the
*NDA government and in the
" process, tried to shed the “pro-

,rich image” it ended up
+acquiring during its one
‘decade’s tryst with
-liberalisation.

While announcing its new
Yhumane and Left-of-Centre
economic thinking, which
literally opposes the pro-active
reforms of the government, the
Khairman of the -Congress
(Economic Committee, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, officially
demanded setting up of a
Parliamentary Standing
.Committee to go into the entire
disinvestment issue.
. Mr Mukherjee tried hard to
gaintain that Manmohanomics

. still alive and kicking, but
the Nehruvian stamp was all
the more evident on the new
economic doctrine for reforms,
with a pronounced concern for

the poor. Mr Multherjee made
it clear to one and all that Dr
Manmohan Sihgh was
consulted all throdgh and was
in agreement |with the
reformed thinking. Mr
Mukherjee said it was natural
to review major policy
adjustments, What was left
unsaid is that most of the

Congress leaders felt
Manmohanomics good for
anything but getting the votes
of the poor.

On the crucial disinvestment
front, the Congress policy has
“objected to the present
ideological assault on the
public sector” while demanding

a white paper on
disinvestment.

The intention behind the
demand for a standing

committee is clearly a post-
mortem of the disinvestments
so far and an eagle's eyes
on the proposed ones, with
special focus on the funds
generated.

It reiterated its opposition to
cutting the government stake

rts to Nehru

to the proposed 33 per cent in
nationalised  banks.  Mr
Mukherjee also sounded a
signal of warning on the move
to sell the Maruti. “Yes there is
talk of selling off Maruti. But
the government should spell
out the reasons for doing that,”
he said.

The party while reiterating its
support to reforms, wants the
poor to be the main beneficiary,
with focus on  poverty
alleviation and underlined
the fact that the burden of
reforms should not fall on the
poor.

It emphasised the need to
have better delivery
mechanism at the rural and
panchayat levels. It wants
higher public investment in
agriculture, opposed cut in
subsidies, underlines the need
to ensure food security and
employment guarantee to all.
In an attempted dig at the
government, the Congress
regretted the growth rate
having stalled.

On the fiscal policy, the
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congress wants the
Government to widen the tax
net, reduce wasteful
Government expenditure,
improve revenue collection and
augment saving and
investment rate.

Re-emphasising the relevance
of mixed economy, the
document calls for healthy
competition between public and
private sectors.

The document will be
submitted to Mrs Sonia Gandhi
for her formal clearance before
its official adoption.

The bottom line of the exercise
is to give its pro-reforms
economic policy a humane face
ironically a term coined by M
PV Narasimha Rao, ar
apolitical untouchable now
And when the Congress, out of
power for almost half-a-decade,
is repositioning itself with the
hope of retracing its lost
ground, the likes of Mr
Manmohan Singh pay find the
need to change¢r accept the
change.
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. — The
stand-off in  Parliament
continued today as the Speaker
rejected the Congress notice
inviting special discussion on
the resignation of three Union
Ministers under rule 184, on
the ground that the subject is
“sub-judice”.
The Speaker’s ruling came
| this morning at the all-party
| meeting he had called to find
| some way to allow the Lok
| Sabha to function.
| The Congress has decided to
| move a rephrased notice
| tomorrow, with the same
{ demand, to remove “technical
Lanomalies” that the Speaker
! pointed out before rejecting
1 today’s notice.
i Rejecting the Congress notice
today, Speaker GMC Balayogi
| observed that the matter was
“sub-judice” in Allahabad High
Court’s Lucknow Bench. He
| appealed to the members
| saying those “desirous of
having discussion on the
matter may give notices in
appropriate form which are

'a
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admissi \e hder rules so that

the House can take up
discussion at an appropriate
time”.

“The House is supreme in
procedural matters, so much so
that it can suspend the rules if
the circumstances so demand,”
he said. But, the House would
have to ensure that “nothing is
said during the debate which
may prejudice the course of
justice in any manner”.

He told Congress leaders that
under rule 186 relating to
admissibility of notices of
motion, a notice under rule 184
should be restricted to a matter
of current occurrence. The
case in which Mr L K Advani,
Dr M M Joshi and Miss Uma
Bhdrati have been charge-
sheeted dates back to
September 1997.

To get aronnd this, Congress
has added new paragraphs.in
the draft notice, correlating Mr
Harin Pathak’s resignation
from the Union ministry with
its demand for the resignation
of the three ministers, to make
the subject of the motion
topical. :

' TEMPLE:

(Continued from page 1)

~court verdict and maintain
. status quo till then and three,

. that there was no question of

. the three ministers — Mr LK

EA(_ivani, Mr MM Joshi and

i Miss Uma Bharati — resigning
on the issue.

Not that he would make a
complete volte face. But he
may not even touch on matters
that have ruffled some of the
NDA.allies, like the issue of
building a Ram temple at the
site of the make-shift temple
and a mosque at a mutually

- agreed place.

© Also, the Prime Minister

. must do a deft balancing act so

, that the spirit of the party’s

| recharged hardline supporters

'is mnot dampened. Whether

! intended or unintended, the

. message has already gone to
the party cadre, a BJP leader

| said.

| __The BJP spokesperson, Mr

i Vijay Kumar Malhotra, tried to

. prepare the ground for the

:Prlr.ne Minister’s statement,

. saying that Mr AB Vajpayee

- had merely said that there was

. & suggestion that a mosque

. could be- constructed at a

| dlﬁeyent site. This was not his
original suggestion,  he

| clarified, and pointed out that
| thg Prime Minister had also

. said that the place where the
temple should be constructed

. was a matter of dispute to be

. settled  through  mutual

. negotiations.

! Mr Malhotra also said that ne
reasonable person can onr-
the Prime Minister’s =+~
on an out-of-cour
to the dispute. C

i Vajpayee had s
| suggestion be’
. some

quart
spokespersr

v

e rejected

There will be three more
notices from the CPI-M, SP and
RJD for discussions under rule
184 on the Prime Minister’s
statement on construction of
the Ram tehple in Ayodhya.
The Speaker has called an all-
party meeting again tomorrow,
in which the fresh notices will
be submitted.

Opposition parties rejected
the BJP offer for discussions
under any rule including 184,
on anything related to

Ayodhya. The latter also
refused to  accept the
‘parliamentary affairs

minister’s suggestion that the
Prime Minister be allowed to
make a suo motu statement in
the Lok Sabha. The discussion
could follow Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s statement, the BJP
had suggested.

Prof V K Malhotra even dared
the Opposition to move a no-
confidence motion, since it
could not ask for the
resignation of the ministers
under rule 184. Leader of the
RJD in the Lok Sabha, Mr
Raghuvaghs Prasad Singh, said:
“This is/not acceptable to us.”

PM may take
‘misunderstood’
line on temple
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. — After
raking up a controversy or: the
Ram temple, -the Prime Mini-
ster may try to calm tempeis by
clarifying in Parliament that he
was misunderstood, according
to some of his parliameniary
managers.

This, of course, ie subject to
the Opposition allowing hii to
issue a suo motu clavificatinn
on the issue. The TDP has d=
manded it, but the Congress 1s
unlikely to allow this because
it could take the steam out
the controversy. .

Mr Vajpayee is likely4o focus
on three issues in his
clarification, his parliameniary
managers said. One, fhoe (o
government was comintited to
the NDA agenda, two thai .
government would abide by the

# See TEMPLE: page 8
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FROM RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, Dec. 21: If Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
had chosen an iftar toraise the Ay-
odhya controversy, Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi too opted for
an iftar to return the Bofors fire,
asking the government to come
up with “proof” about the link be-
tween Ottavio Quattrocchi and
the Nehru-Gandhi family.

Not just Sonia’s bravado on Bo-
fors, the presence of Mamata
Banerjee at Sonia’s iftar cheered
many in the Congress, who
termed the Trinamul chief’s ges-
ture a “homecoming”. Mamata,
however, made it a point to men-
tion that she could not go to Vaj-
payee’s do due to “preoccupa-
tion”. Harkishen Singh Surjeet,
Laloo Prasad Yadav and Ranjan
Yadav sat with Sonia at one table,
breaking bread and discussing
the emerging political scenario in
view of Bofors and Ayodhya.

Sonia, who avoided referring
to Quattrocchi’s arrest in the Con-
gress Parliamentary Party (CPP)
general body meet, sought to clear
the air on her links with the con-

Hotors ¢

troversial Italian businessman
wanted in the Bofors case. Speak-
ing to reporters, Sonia said: “For
the last 16 years they are raising
the Bofors issue. Let the governm-
ent investigate and come up with
proof.” An aggressive Sonia said
she had full faith in her late husb-
and’'s words when he had said on
the floor of the House that neither
he nor any member of his family
was involved in the Bofors payoff.
After saying what she had to
say, Sonia played the role of host-
ess to perfection, handing plates
to Laloo, Surjeet, Muslim clerics
and members of the diplomatic
corps. Present on the occasion we-
re the creme de la creme of the Mu-
slim society, including Syed Sha-
habuddin, herbal queen Shahnaz
Hussain and actor Akbar Khan.
The food served at her iftar
was by far the best dished out at
any VIP iftar in the capital. Luck-
now’s famous tunde ke kabab was
a great hit with ethnic delicacies
such as doodh jalebi, rabriand a
range of Mughlai preparations.
Earlier in the day, Sonia asked
the NDA's secular constituents to
decide how far they would go alo-

THE TELEGRAPF
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ng with the BJP, which had a hidd-
en agenda. Addressing the CPP
eet, Sonia said: “We leave it to
the conscience of the secular ele- |
ments in the NDA to determine h-
ow long a rope they intend to give
to the BJP leadership whose hid-
den agenda has come out of the
closet and put on public display.”

Justifying the Congress’ insis-
tence on the resignation of the
three ministers chargesheeted in
the Babri masjid demolition case,
she said the issue has now come
on the nation’s agenda. The Con-
gress chief pointed out that even
the NDA allies have been pushed
on the defensive. She expressed
apprehension that the Prime Min-
ister’s rejection of the resignation
demand would encourage “law-
less and extremist elements” in
the Sangh parivar.

“The inept handling of the
Babri masjid-Ayodhya controver-
sy by Vajpayee showed beyond a
shadow of doubt that the Prime
Minister is, indeed, a swayamse-
vak of 60 years standing who is
committed to the philosophy of
the Sangh parivar,” Sonia said.

m Picture on Page 6
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. Sonia throws coterie charge

AMINI (LAKSHADWEEP), NoV. 2. The
Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, today hit back at Mr. Ji-
tendra Prasada for his charge that
a coterie surrounded her, saying
similar allegations were levelled
against him when he was adviser
, to the Prime Minister and Con-

» gress president.

“Was there not the allegation of

.a coterie when Mr. Prasada was
" adviser to the Prime Minister and
Congress president?” she shot
back at reporters, who asked her
about the charge levelled by her
challenger in the November 12
party presidential election. I

- would like him to stop and think

about how he used to work in
those days. Were there not accu-
sations of a coterie around him?”

Mr. Prasada was political secre-
tary to Rajiv Gandhi and Mr. P.V.
Narasimha Rao, when they were
both Prime Minister and Con-
gress president.

Ms. Gandhi said she regularly

met a large number of leaders and
workers and listened to them. “I
ask them what they think about
certain issues. I might go by what
they suggest to me. And at times, 1
take decisions of my own.”

She said she was not scared by
the challenge posed by Mr. Prasa-
da and added it was not for the
first time that a member of the
Nehru-Gandhi family was chal-

contest) is a perfectly democratic
way. I am not at all perturbed. Do
you think I am sacred by the chal-
lenge? [ am not.”

“Members of the Nehru-Gand-
hi family have been challenged
time and again. Indira Gandhi
was thrown out of her own party,
for which she had worked for
years. When Rajiv was Prime Min-

Ye\'hack at Jitendra Prasada

ister, there was a conspiracy
hatched to remove him by people
within his own party backed by
none other than the President of
India.”

She said she did not intend to

persuade Mr. Prasada to with-
draw his canddature. ““T have not
asked anylody to persuade him
to withgaw. 1 have read in news-
that some colleagues have
talking to him. I have not
agked anybody to do so0.”
Asked whether she thought
someone from outside the party
had instigated Mr. Prasada to
contest against her, she said,
“You tell me. You are better in-
formed.”

Maintaining that she stood for
inner-party democracy, she said
the party was functioning better
after her assumption as its chief.
An election authority h
been set up. “It show
mitment to inner-
cy.” — PTI

democra-

Cabinet_,ﬁ |
rollback issue |

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 2. The Cabinet
again skipped the issue of roll-
back in oil prices though the
Railway Minister, Ms. Mamata
Banerjee, maintained she
raised the demand at today's
meeting. She said the topic was |
raised by her but the Finance
Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha,i
said he wanted more time to!
decide. ‘

f

; Ms. Banerjee was speaking .
[to reporters after the meeting |
; and seems to have been disap-
: pointed again. The Prime Min-
lister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, had'
‘given an assurance that the.
‘rollback demand would be con-
Isidered after his return from
iMumbai following a knee-re-
| placement surgery. But two;
{ Cabinet meetings later, the is-,
'sue is yet to figure on the agen-
da. The Parliamentary Affairs
| Minister, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,

| said like last time, the Cabinet
| did not discuss the issue.
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Al set for 'shOWdown in

S

s

DA
By Our Special Correspondentu " Although over the last

NEW DELMI, NOV. 5. The stage is set
for a showdown in the Congress
with no withdrawal of nomina-
tion for the party presidential
election poil scheduled for No-
vember 12 when Mr. Jitendra Pra-
sada will test his strength against
Ms. Sonia Gandhi.

Though there is hardly any
doubt about the outcome of the
poll, Mr. Prasada has been cam-
paigning furiously saying he de-
cided to contest the poll in order
1o revitalise the Congress and re-
store inner-party democracy.

Even today he was in Ahmeda-
bad where he is said to have cred-
ited the ‘grassroots Congress
worker”’ for the stupendous victo-
ry in the recent local body elec-
tions in which, quite
unexpectedly, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party was routed.

W

several senior party leaders
involved in trying to persuade
Prasada to step down and avoid a
contest, the former president of
the Uttar Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee remained adamant. Today
was the last date for withdrawal of
nominations and at the end of the
scheduled time, Mr. Prasada and
Ms. Gandhi remain in the fight.

Although Ms. Gandhi's victory
should be easy, the party high
command and her loyalists are
not taking any chances. That ex-
plains the statement of Congress
Working Committee members in
favour of Ms. Gandhi as well as
the resignation of Ms. Ambika So-
ni from the CWC to give herseif
time ‘‘to campaign for Ms. Gand-
hi.”

In fact, Mr. Prasada was quite
isolated in that no senior party

leader came out with a statement
in his support.

It may be recalled that when
Sitaram Kesri contested the presi-
dential elections, he was opposed
by both Mr. Sharad Pawar and Ra-
jesh Pilot. At that time too there
was hardly any doubt in anyone’s
mind who would win the elec-
tions given that the person in the
seat of power has the natural ad-
vantage. In Ms. Gandhi's case she
has the added advantage of be-
longing to the Nehru-Gandhi
family.

The November 12 election has
become more significant not
from the point of view of outcome
of the result, but the post-election
scenario. Will the decision to con-
test the election lead to some oth-
er step by Mr. Prasada after the
polis? That remains to be seen.

Hooda sure of Sonla win:%

2
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20 CWC members back Sonmia

o

TWENTY CONGRESS Working
Committee (CWC) members
including Dr Manmohan Singh
and Mr Madhavrao Scindia today
‘unanimously and wholeheartedly’
supported Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s
candidature for Congress presi-
dentship and urged other members
of the electoral collége also to sup-
port Mrs Gandhi.

In a joint statement, the CWC
members hailed Mrs Gandhi’s
leadership of the party and estab-
lished the almost total support the
Congress president enjoyed in the
highest decision-making body of
the party.
~The CWC has 26 members
including three permanent invitees
and three special invitees. Another
member, Mrs Mohsina Kidwai,
joined the statement initially
signed by 19 CWC members, a lit-

HT COrrespondent
New Delhi, November 4

tions for the Cohgress presidential
elections, the sfatement exposed
the isolation of the other presiden-
tial candidate)l Mr Jitendra
Prasada, in the CWC.

Yesterday, CWC  member
Ambika Soni had resigned her
AICC general secretaryship to
campaign for Mrs Gandhi in the
November 12 election.

The CWC members recalled Mrs
Gandhi had in May, 1991 declined
the CWC’s unanimous invitation
to take over as Congress president
after Mr.-Rajiv Gandhi’s assassina-
tion. In early 1998, the call was
renewed by party workers all over
the country and Mrs Gandhi could
not this time disregard their wish.

“During the past 30 months, she

~ has with single minded dedication

and determi
together,
and tr

ion held the party
touraged free debate
parency. Wide ranging

consultation, discussion and
debate have distinguished her
tenure,” the CWC members said.
Urging Congressmen to support
Mis Gandhi, the CWC members
said, “This is a significant moment
in the history of our great organi-
sation. This is a moment to recall
the inspiring example of the giants
of the freedom movement, who
under Mahatma Gandhi made the
Congress a mighty national. move-
ment. It is a moment to 10 ack
with pride and look forward with
confidence and renewed hope.”
The others who signed the state-
ment were Pranab Mukherjee,
Arjun Singh, N. D. Tiwari, K.
Karunakaran, A. K. Antony,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ahmed Patel,
R. K. Dhawan, K. Vijay Bhaskar
Reddy, Motilal Vora, Mrs Prabha
Rau, S. C. Jamir, K. Natwar Singh, ;
Madhavsinh Solanki, A. B. A.
Ghani Khan Chaudhary, Bhaja /

Lal and P. M. Sayeed. A\ S
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/Prasada hopes to turn tables on Sonia

Our Mumbai Bureau

A

MUMBAI 8 November
ISSIDENT CONGRESS
leader Jitendra Prasada,
who is giving a tough time

to Sonia Gandhi in the party’s
presidential election, claimed on
Wednesday that the elections, if
held in a “free and fair manner”,
could spring a “surprise result”.

“I am contesting the elections
on a ‘positive agenda’ and it is a
battle between a coterie and the
grassroots Congress workers”,
Mr Prasada said here.

Mr Prasada was given a rous-
ing reception by a section of party
workers at the airport but, for
obvious reasons, no prominent
leader from the Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress committee
(MPCC) was present on the occa-
sion.

Mr Prasada, accompanied by
Uttar Pradesh MPs — Begum
Noor Bano and Khan Gufran
Jahidi — and AICC member
Mahesh Pathak, from the airport

drove s];:aight to Tilak Bhavan,

CHALLENGE ROUND: Jitendra Prasada, the lone contender against
Sonia Gandhi, at a press meet in Mumbai on Wednesday.— AFP

the MPCC headquarters in
Central Mumbai.

Mr Prasada claimed he want-
ed to restore inner party democ-
racy and devise a ‘“collective
leadership”. “If hurdles are cre-
ated in this progess then conflict

in the party will increase”, he
warned.

On the question of Sharad
Pawar’s alleged financial support
to him Mr Prasada said: “I do not
need finances from Mr Pawar.
My friends can meet my needs.”

Mr Prasada recalled that it
was he who had supported the
expulsion of Mr Pawar from the
party when the latter had chal-
lenged Sonia Gandhi on the issue
of her foreign origin.

However, he refused to com-
ment on Ms Gandhi’s criticism
that he himself was a part of
coterie during his tenure as polit-
ical secretary to past Congress
presidents — Rajiv Gandhi and
PV Narasimha Rao. “Coterie is
that when persons without any
designations surround the lead-
ership”, he shot back.

“Without any dialogues and
discussion the party is bound to
be weakened and will not be able
to take on challenges posed by
communal and fascist forces”, he
said.

He termed as unfortunate the
sacking of the Congress Seva Dal
president who had welcomed
him at Chennai airport. “Such
incidents will spark more strug-
gle within the party”, Mr Prasada
added.

The E-cr mic Times
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onia’s prestige

“ fight begins

“The counting is today, the
Mvoting is tomorrow’

By Smita Gupta
The Times\of india News Service

NEW DELHI: Jitendra Prasada
will celebrate his 62nd birthday on
Sunday, but he is unlikely to relish
the gift Sonia Gandhi’s party man-
-agers have planned for him.

“The counting is today, the vot-
ing is tomorrow,” said a
Congressman, summing up the
party consensus that the result of
Sunday’s election for the Congress
president’s post is a foregone con-
clusion. Sonia loyalists are sure of
! her win and are determined to
ensure that the margin of victory is
large enough to laugh her sole
rival (Jitendra Prasada) out of
political existence.

The aim is to make sure that Mr
Prasada’s score does not exceed
that. set by Rajesh Pilot and
Sharad Pawar, who together
secured 1,000 votes against
Sitaram Kesri in the last organisa-
tional elections. .

For, if Mr Prasada crosses that
mark, he could emerge as another
power centre in the Congress—
perhaps not a direct threat to Ms
Gandhi, but certainly to other
leaders with aspirations to being
number two. - T

For the momeut, no one is plac-
ing any bets on how many votes
Mr Prasada will garner, since very
few of his supporters have publicly
declared their intentions. The

reception he received in C ai,
Patna and Jaipur has been far
from encouraging and the relative-
ly warmer one he got in Mumbai
was more due to his friends in the
Nationalist Congress Party.

Even so, Ms Gandhi is taking
the election very seriously. Instead
of casting her vote in Delhi as ini-
tially planned, she will cast it in
Lucknow where Mr Prasada has
been camping since Saturday
morning, Mr Prasada, too, will cast
his vote there on Sunday. With
1,126 votes, Uttar Pradesh is the
real ‘battleground state’. Ms
Gandhi must win convincingly
from UP to re-establish her
authority, which had been serious-
ly eroded by Mr Prasada’s daily
pronouncements that the elections
were being “managed”.

Of course, Sonia loyalists have
carefully gone through the list of
PCC delegates from UP to filter
out as many Prasada supporters as
possible. The resentment among
those left out—especially since
both contestants will be in the
city—could also mean a headache
for the law enforcers in Lucknow.

If Ms Gandh#s preggnce in UP
is expected to # in
state, chief NI TErvE
entrusted with the task of ‘deliver-
ing’ Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi ~and
Arunachal Pradesh. -~ )
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STRAY CLASHES IN LUCKNOW, CHENNAI

» Huge voter turnout for

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, NOW, 12, The long and
high-spirited battle for the Con-
gress presidency came to an end
this evening. The election, neces-
sitated by Mr. Jitendra Prasada’s
decision to challenge party presi-
dent, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, was
marked by a huge voter turnout
and stray clashes between rival
supporters, particularly in Luck-
now and Chennai.

The chairperson of the central
election authority, Mr. Ram Ni-
was Mirdha, expressed satisfac-
tion over the conduct of the poll.
“It is a gigantic exercise and there
may have been some shortcom-
ings, but looking at the totality of
things I am reasonably satisfied,”
he said. “The elections this time
were much fairer than the ones
held previously.”

Lapses to be rectified

Briefing newspersons, Mr.
Mirdha admitted to some lapses
which would be rectified by a
scrutiny committee set up by him.
“I am determined to ensure that
those who have undertaken the

. -

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, casting her vote at

the party headquarters in Lucknow on Sunday. At right,
Mr. Jitendra Prasada in action — Photo: Subir Roy

membership drive are not kept
out.”

The election was conducted at
36 polling stations at the PCC
headquarters, including Uttaran-
chal, Jharkhand and Chattisgarh.
The counting will take place on

November 15 at the AICC head-
quarters in the capital. Assam and
Kerala could not take part be-
cause of their inability to the
complete membership drive. in
time, on account of elections to
local bodies. Voting in Nagaland

Congress presidential pg!!@

and Mizoram were held on Sat-
urday in deference to requests
from the State units. There was a
high turnout, with over 95 per
cent of the nearly 8,000 delegates
casting their vote. “The huge
turnout also shows the serious-
ness with which the party workers
have taken it,” Mr. Mirdha said.

Shiela flaunts ballot

The voting was not without its
share of drama. Leaders vied with
one another to prove their loyalty
to Ms. Gandhi’s victory. In Delhi, °
the Chief Minister, Ms. Shiela
Dixit, and Mr. Satish Sharma cre-
ated a stir by openly displaying
the ballot paper on which they
had voted for Ms. Gandhi.

‘No expelling Prasada’

In an apparent bid to heal
wounds, Ms. Sonia Gandhi ruled
out any action against Mr. Prasa-
da for contesting. ‘“‘Contesting
elections is a part of the demo-
cratic process. There is no ques-
tion of expelling him,” she told
newspersons in Lucknow.

More reports.on- Pag/eV
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Our Political Bureau Q‘) '\
NEW DELH( 12 OCTOBER V[

‘ IN A carefully crafted political

obituary to the premier who
rang in economic reforms and
built for the party the very
bedrock of its current plat- form,
the Congress, on Thursday, firmly
distanced itself from the verdict

pronounced by Judge Ajit
Bharihoke against Mr P.V.
Narasimha Rao.

Ironically, the loudest refrain
was of the by now cliched one-
liner that Mr Rao himself had
coined in the aftermath of the
hawala charges which felled sev-
eral of his key critics in the party,
just prior to the 1996 Lok Sabha
elections and which brought the
United Front to power at the
Centre: “The law will take its
course.”

Underlining the irony of the
official reaction, the ex-premier’s
committed comrade-in-arms in
the Cabinet on economic liberali-
sation during the first half of the

residence soon after the
the JMM bribery case
nounced on Thursday.

Party spokesperson Ajit Jogi,
reading out the official reaction of
the party, held: “The Congress
party has great regard the inde-
pendence of the judiciary.”

As a “political party commit-
ted to the rule of law,” he said, the
party could only observe that Mr
Rao had the right to appeal against
the verdict. Making it more than
plain that the current high com-
mand in the party will leave Mr
Rao to his own resources on the
JMM bribery case, the party
spokesman held in the main
Opposition party’s reaction to
Thursday’s significant develop-
ment.

“Doubtless, he will do so and
the law will take its course.” With
this, the Congress leadership
under Ms Sonia Gandhi made it

patently clear that Mr Rao_the
dark horse from outside the
Nehru-Gandhi clan who took over
from Rajiv Gandhi as the chief of
the Congress party and success-
fully ran the government for its
full five-year term since June 21,
1991 despite the fact that he was a
perceived as a virtual “outsider”
in the party’s pecking order_was
of no use to it politically any
longer.

Ms Gandhi's visit to Mr Rao’s
Motilal Nehru Marg immediately
after the September 29 was, in the
face of this, a strictly private
affair.

Former finance minister and
the ex-premier’s close ally in the
implementation of economic
reforms and liberalisation, despite
sharp criticism at the time, Mr
Manmohan Singh, also paid him a
personal visit on Thursday after
the passing of the verdict.

Mr Singh, who continues to be
the most public face of reforms
within the Congress party until

Thursday, following the virtual
ostracisation of Mr Rao by the cur-
rent party high command, had to
countenance the leadership’s
inclination to play political tic-tac-
toe with economic reforms during
the last Parliament session.

Subsequently, he begged off
the inhouse panel to spell out the
Congress’ current stand on eco-
nomic reforms, a subject with
which he is perceived as virtually
synonymous.

Apart from Mr Singh, the only
other constants from the party
publicly supportive of Mr Rao
since end-September have been
former Youth Congress chief
Maninder Singh Bitta and now
NCP leader Devendra Dwivedi.

The official response of Mr
Rao’s parent party is also inter-
esting when viewed against the
general perception among the
rest of the Opposition that the
Congress party has virtually
reduced to a “me, too”
economic reforms.
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“« Thumping victory for Sonia_.;

By Javed M. Ansan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 15. In the end,
turned out to be a no-contest. The
Congress today gave Ms. Sonia
Gandhi a thumping mandate,
with 7,448 out of the 7,712 votes
polled going in her favour. Her
challenger, Mr. Jitendra Prasada,
could muster only 94 votes, a
mere 1.21 per cent of the votes
polled.

The outcome, though a fore-
gone conclusion, surprised even
Mr. Prasada’s supporters who
were expecting him to at least
match the performance of the late
Rajesh Pilot who polled 323 votes
while contesting against former
Congress chief, Sitaram Kesri. The
results, in hindsight, prove that
though Mr. Prasada mounted a
high-spirited campaign, he was
never really in the fight, not even
in his home State, Uttar Pradesh
— where he secured less than one
per cent of the over 1,100 electo-
ral college votes.

The first member of the Nehru-
Gandhi family to face a contest
for presidentship, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi also becomes the first
from the family to be formally
elected to lead the party. And de-

spite the challenge to her leader-
ship, today's result proves that
the party rank and file is solidly
with her. The result also provides

her the mandate to create her
own team and bring about greater
assertiveness in decision-making.

A triumphant Ms. Gandhi hint-

The Congress president, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, receiving the
certificate after she was re-elected party president at the AICC
headquarters in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI
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ed as’ much during a chat with
newspersons after being declared
elected. She has already sum-
moned all the Congress Chief
Ministers to the capital on Friday
for a stock-taking session and re-

- vealed that she planned to unveil

a new agenda for the party at the
AICC session.

The Congress president, how-
ever, disagreed with suggestions
that the poll process had not been
fair. “There may have been short-
comings but looking at the total-
ity of the process, it was not only
fair but also transparent.” She re-
fused to commit herself to the
constitution of a central parlia-
mentary board, saying “there
may or may not be one”.

Questioned about Mr. Prasa-
da’s future in the party, Ms.
Gandbhi said as far as she was con-
cerned she saw nothing wrong in
his contesting. “He has done
nothing wrong, he was well with-
in his rights to do what he did.”

Mr. Prasada, on his part, said he
felt vindicated by the result be-
cause the issues raised by him
were still relevant. said he
would continue tp/Taise issues
that he consideréd were for the

party’s good,
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THE EMPHATIC “VICTORY” of Ms. Sonia Gandhi
in the Congress organisational elections has given
her the distinction of being the first ever member
of the Nehru-Indira dynasty to have been elected
as president of the party. It was Sitaram Kesri who
had set the ball rolling when he agreed to give
effect to the provisions in the party’s constitution;
it yhay be true that the elections, even at that time,
re reduced to an unequal contest in which Kes-
did make full use of the advantage he had as
resident (a post to which he had anointed him-
self replacing Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao) leaving
the two other contestants — Mr. Sharad Pawar
and Rajesh Pilot — way behind in the final tally of
votes. But then, Kesri was not a member of the
dynasty. To the extent that Ms. Gandhi agreed 1o a
similar course was, indeed, a positive step.

It is another matter that by reducing the
whole exercise into yet another occasion to un-
derline loyalty to the “leader” all those in the
party’s working committee (Mr. Jitendra Prasada
happened to be the odd man out in the working
committee, for once) and the State units had let
go of an opportunity to introspect on the state of
the party. The support Ms. Gandhi enjoyed in the
organisation was not in doubt and it was clear
from the beginning that Mr. Prasada’s challenge
was only of symbolic importance; and this was
established in the number of votes she secured. It
is now clear that the party’s ranks have pinned all
their hopes on Ms. Gandhi and in this sense reaf-
firmed their “faith” in the ability of a member
from the Nehru-Indira dynasty to revive the par-
ty’s fortunes.

Be that as it may, Ms. Gandhi has a difficult
task ahead. To begin with, elections to the Pra-
desh Congress Committees will have to be held;
the various State units are already out with reso-
lutions “au;lg{ising” the party president to nom-

i?m’é the PGC chief. This certainly is not in the
e

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2000

ONIA’S TASK AHEAD

interest of the party and unless Mis. Gandhi stands
firmly against this tendency, tljere can be very
little hope for the revival of the plarty. Meanwhile,
Ms. Gandhi's first step after her election as presi-
dent — a meeting with all the Congress Chief
Ministers — is certainly a positive signal; but
then, it is important that she makes use of this to
have a meaningful dialogue rather than let it be-
come yet another occasion for all the partymen to
rise up in praise of the leader. The experience in
those States where the Congress is still in power
can indeed help in a big way to understand the
factors that led to the party’s decline and deci-
mation in many other parts. The lessons from
Madhya Pradesh, perhaps the only State where
the Congress has continued to remain a strong
force, can help the party in drawing up its future
course.

Similarly, there is no way that Ms. Gandhi
can postpone any further the task of formulating
the party’s views on the economic reforms. While
on the one hand the party cannot afford any pop-
ulist slogans on the measures now being taken by
the ruling BJP-led coalition on the economic pol-
icy front, the leadership cannot shun a serious
debate within the party on its future course on
this issue. It is also necessary now for Ms. Gandhi
to initiate a discussion within on the churning
process in the social arena (in the post-Mandal
context) in such States as Bihar and Uttar Pra-
desh. After all, the Congress decline in these
States was caused by the party’s inability to re-
main relevant in the fast-changing social context.
Unless the party organisation is re-invented in
these States as also in such other States as West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu — an agenda that Ms.
Gandhi had set for herself when she replaced Kes-
ri as party president in Ap#il 1998 — her emphatig
victory in the organjsgfional elections will hay
very little utility.
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WHAT A FARCE!§\\

‘7‘ Sonia elected Congress presuden

S expected Sonia Gandhi was elected Congress presi nt
with an overwhelming majority polling 98.88 per cent of

. .the votes. Her opponent, Jitendra Prasada got only 94 votes,

much less than Sharad Pawar and Rajesh Pilot who got 850
and 325 votes when they contested against Sitaram Kesri in
1997. After the election Sonia was a picture of confidence and
described the victory as a milestone of inner-party democracy.

. She has some nerve! The campaign and polling showed how
» jittery she was and proved that the Congress is still too

frightened of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty to even dream about
inner-party democracy. Prasada did not stand a chance, not
because of Sonia’s popularity, but because the state units
were too busy trying to prove that they were more loyal than
the queen. He was not allowed access to the basic
infrastructure that any Congressmen contesting should be

| entitled as a matter of course. He was not given a list of
. delegates, PCC offices were closed to him when he came
: calling, leaders refused to take his phone calls and some

PCCs went so far as to lock up their offices and go into hiding
at the mere rumour that he was in town, the party organ
Congress Sandesh refused to take cognisance of his
candidature. Even on the day of polling, leaders determined
to prove their loyalty to Sonia made a mockery of the secret

* ballot by brandishing their marked ballot papers in front of

photographers and TV cameras. Congressmen should pray to
be spared so much democracy.

Her loyalists are celebrating, but the real victor is Prasada
who was bold enough to stand up and be counted. He has
reached a dead end in his political career in the Congress and
is unlikely to occupy the position of the main dissident leader,
but he will be remembered for at least trying to bring some
semblance of democracy into a party which has sold its soul
to the dynasty. The fact that the Sonia coterie was forced to
stoop to such tactics to ensure a win is a tribute to the threat
Prasada posed to the Gandhi family’s future. He was never a
heavyweight leader, strong enough to take Sonia on properly,
and his candidature should not have worried her. But her
inability to brook any opposition made her want to inflict a
crushing defeat on Prasad, in the hope that it will frighten all

.others from ever thinking of trying it again. Sonia destroyed
"what little was left of Congress’ image as a democratic party,

and thrust the election process below a farce.

yd
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Prasada

FROM RASHE

! New Delhi, Oct. 20: Rebel Con-
gress leader Jitendra Prasada has
written a letter to “croves of party
workers”, virtually asking them
to revolt against Sonia Gandhi.

The letter exhorts them to
speak out “fearlessly, without any
inhibition and hesitation, with-
out any apprehension of reprisal

from vested interests, coteries,

sycophants and time servers”.
The four-page “open letter”
questions the rationale of allying
with “tainted leaders” like RJD
boss Laloo Yadav and ADMK chief
Jayalalitha, but is silent on
PV, Narasimha Rao’s conviction

Dy KIDWAI (y/

revolt
\ M\\0

Though Prhsada is yet to offi-
cially declare himself as a candi-
date for the top party post, his ac-
tions in the last few days have left
no one in doubt that he is aiming
to grab the space of the principal
dissident lying vacant since the
exit of Sharad Pawar and the
death of Rajesh Pilot.

Prasada, in fact, seems to have
taken over from where Pawar left
off. Without raising Sonia’s for-
eign origins, the letter makes it
clear that she is incapable of tak-
ing independent decisions and
that the coterie around her is
calling the shots. It claims that
under Sonia, a rudderless Con-

in the JMM brjbery case. 7/ 4 gress hfsfﬁst contact with the

masses and is responsible for the
rise of the BJP.

“There is a growing feeling
that our ideological vision has
blurred and our participation in
popular causes has dwindled,”
Prasada writes.

The letter rues the lack of
transparency in decision-making.
It accuses the leadership of ne-
glecting the sentiments of grass-
roots workers and ignoring the
high moral pitch of the Panch-
marhi declaration.

“This election, therefore, must
be dedicated to the restoration of
the dignity of humble Congress
workers. This can be ensured if

YH: TELZGRAPH

11

AN

| against Sonia

{hey are allowed to vote freelykg‘y
fairly. The Congress will be revT-
talised if their verdict is genuine-
1y respected and not subverted by
manipulation,” Prasada writes.

He cites the example of Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Orissa, saying that
under Sonia, the party is in a
shambles in these states. “In
states where we face diverse polit-
jical combinations, the Congress
has failed to make any headway,”
he says.

Before this missive, Prasada
had written four letters to Ram
Niwas Mirdha questioning the
manner in which party poH§ are
being conducted.




Kesri

By Harish Khare “'Q A

NEW DELHI, ocT. 25. To the extent
that Sitaram Kesri had become in
recent years cne of the central fig-
ures in determining the external
direction and internal priorities of
the Congress, his death symbol-
ically marks the last of the three
transitions the party has under-

vocate of the Mandal politics, an
by definition his death means
that the party’s links with the so-
cial justice constituency stand
weakened. Both within and out-

; side the party, Kesri was known

for promoting and patrouising
the “backwards” and their politi-
cal interests. Leaders such as Mr.
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Mr. Laloo
Prasad Yadav, Mr. Ram Vilas Pas-
wan, Mr. Veeramani. Mr. Nitish
Kumar and Mr. Kanshi Ram were
welcome visitors to his residence;
they shared confidences and trust
with him. Within the party he pa-
tronised promising  backward
class leaders such as Mr. Ashok
Geholt and Mr. Dharam Singh.
His death weakens the Congress’
collective instinct for maintaining
and strengthening bridges with
the “backward” constituency.

The second transition can be
dated to May 20, 1999 when Kesri
was demonstratively roughed up
by the Congress goons at the par-
ty headquarters. That planned
roughing up was administered to
the old man just as the Congress
Working Committee members
were arriving at 24, Akbar Road to

Lw i
The President, Mr. K.

discuss and expel the Sharad Pa-
war-P.A.Sangma-Tariq Anwar trio
for daring to “‘challenge” Mrs. So-
nia Gandhi. Someone had decid-
ed that Kesri — as also others —
was among the ‘‘suspects’’, lack-
ing in hundred per centloyalty to
the leadership. That evening, the
country silently watched the
physical humiliation of Kesri and
drew its own conclusions about
the Congress and its leadership;
there was a disagreeable note to
that evening of May 20, and put in
place rough attitudes, which in-
hibit wholesomeness in decision-
making. Though the Congress-
men failed to protest this
organised hooliganism and all
that its symbolised, the electorate

arayanan, placing a
president, Sitaram Kesri, in New Delhi on

R. N

Lénd three tansitions in Cog. _

e N

had its say soon in the general
elections.

And, the third transition, of
course, took place on March 14,
1998 when the Congress Working
Committee took the unpreceden-
ted and unconstitutional step of
stripping an elected president of
his post. The constitutional coup
was hailed widely as restoring the
party’s leadership back to the site
of its only natural entitlement —
the Nehru-Gandhi family. When
the historians get to chronicle the
import of that eventful day, most
of the honorable men of the Con-
gress would be shown to have act-
ed way less than honourably;
even those who owned their reha-
bilitation and place in the CWC to

76 (1 1@

wreath on the body of the former C
Wednesday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna
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the old man had no qualms in
abandoning him. The transition
that day cast the Congress(1) once
again in the dynastic mold, and
the consequences are visible.
What is most ironic is that Kesri
should have died just when the
Congress was to begin formally a
poll process. It is supreme irony
that all the three candidates of the
last presidential election — only
third in its 112 year history — are
metaphorically out of the picture.
Rajesh Pilot and Sitaram kesri are
dead, and Mr. Sharad Pawar has
been expelled. There is an alto-
gether a new Congress, and Kes-
ri's departure on Tuesday night
only emphasises that newness

and all its implicatio?.//
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SLOGANEERING, SCUFFLES MARK OCCASION

Prasada files nommatlo

oy m
e

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 29. Endings days of
suspense, the senior Congress
leader, Mr. Jitendra Prasada, to-
day filed his nomination papers
for the Congress presidential
polls, setting the stage for a con-
test against the incumbent, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi.

Mr. Prasada, also a former vice-
president of the party, drove in a
motorcade to the AICC headquar-
ters at 24, Akbar Road and filed
his nomination papers on the last
day of the nomination today. He
was accompanied by three MPs
and some MLAs.

Till Saturday, Mr. Prasada had
refrained from disclosing his
plans in clear-cut terms for con-
testing the presidential polls and
maintained that he had raised
certain issues which should be re-
solved. At the same time,

Mr. Jitendra Prasada after
filing his nomination

vowed to continue his “fight on
issues to its logical conclusion.”

In a statement, Mr. Prasada
said he had raised issues pertain-
ing to revitalisation of the party,
inner-party democracy, free, fair
and impartial elections, autono-
my to all organs of the party, re-
spect for the party constitution,
dignity and respect for the grass-
roots worker and upholding the
party ideology to fight divisive
forces.

The occasion of Mr. Prasada’s
filing of nomination papers at the
AICC headquarters was marked
by jostling, sloganeering, and mi-
nor scuffles between his support-
ers and - the Sonia loyalists.
Posteys of Ms. Gandhi and huge
hoafdings of Nehru, Indira Gand-
bi'and Rajiv Gandhi reminded the
party workers to maintain the tra-
dition of “great leadership”.

Emerging out of the party head-
quarters, Mr. Prasada said that his
decision to contest the party’s
presidential polls was a tribute to
the late Congress leaders, Sitaram
Kesri and Rajesh Pilot, who had
made efforts for inner-party de-
mocracy. He said it was also to
honour the wishes of the party-
men. Later, the chairman of the
party’s central election authority,
Mr. Ram Niwas Mirdha, told re-
porters that 87 nominations had
been filed. Of these, he said, 82
were in favour of Ms. Sonia Gand-
hi and five for Mr. Prasada.

Of the five nominations filed in
favour of Mr. Prasada, two were
from Uttar Pradesh and three

Policemen trying to prevent a clash between the supporters
of Ms. Sonia Gandhi and Mr. Jitendra Prasada during the
filing of nominations at the AICC office in New Delhi on

Sunday. — Photo: S. Subramanium

jointly from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Chandigarh, Maharashtra, Orissa
and Jharkhand. Three MPs from
U.P. — Begum Noor Bano, Mr.
Khan Gufran Zahidi and Mr. S. S.
Bundela — and nearly half a doz-
en party MLAs from the State sup-
ported Mr. Prasada’s candidature.

The AICC spokesman, Mr. Ajit
Jogi, said Mr. Prasada’s nomina-
tion showed there was inner-par-
ty democracy in the Congress.

THE AINDU
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gress Committee (PCC) delegates
from all the States and Union Ter-
ritories are likely to participate in
the multitiered process of the
presidential elections, slated for
November 12. Scrutiny would be
held tomorrow and the last date
for withdrawal of nominations is
November 5.

First to contest again:
Nehru-Gandhi family: P

!
As many as 8,500 Pradesh Con- {
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A DAY OF CHAOS AT AICC HEADQUARTERS

rasada will take
A -

on Sonig ( mlhi

By Smita Gupta 9‘/? -
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHL It was a day of
chaos and confusion at All-India
Congress Committee (AICC)

ty of So ‘Gandhi.

Interestingly, par Ps Noor
Bano, Gufran Zaidi and S.S.
Bundela—who have filed nomina-
tion papers for Mr Prasada—
maintained a discreet silence on

headquarters.  The  reasom !
Congress Working Committee the groups future plans. _
(CWC) member Jithendra Noor Bano merely said that 1t

was a baitle about issues dear to
the heart of Congressmen, a point
of view rubbished by former
UPCC chief Salman Khurshid.
“There are no issues
j involved in his candidacy.
b He has offered no alternate
b view on how to ephance
| the role of the workers,”
I Mr Khurshid said.
| On the other hand, Mr
Prasada, flanked by his sup-
porters shouting slogans,
X said he was contesting to
Jitendra Prasada honour the wishes of the

Prasada, breaking weeks of sus-
pense, filed his nomination papers
for Congress party president’s
post on Sunday.

After the nomination g
papers were filed, a skir
mish between  Mr§
Prasada’s and current
Congress president Soni
Gandhi’s supporter
broke out, indicating that
the battle lines were well
and truly drawn.

While Sonia followers
shouted slogans proclaim-

ing that no party work-
AW ALL THE CONGRESS’ MEN IS
right to con- | @ sAnyone i3 free to file his nomination for wante
inst g y . inner part

iy ooy, | party president, says At Jogi democracy
a Supponer’ & ‘There are no issues involved in He also paid
of M|  Prasada’s candidacy, says Saiman tribute 1o
Prasadal Khurshid former pres-
tore up a|® Yam contesting to honour the wishes of { ! dent
S on ial] paryworkers’ saysJitendra Prasada Sitaram
poster. Kesri and

Rajesh Pilot. “Kesriji was our
leader, 1 pay homage to him.
Rajesh Pilot started this campaign,
1 pay homage to him,” he said.

A campaign committee for Mr
Prasada will be constituted shortly.
Mr Prasada will now travel all
over the country to lobby for sup-
port.

Later, Congress election author-
ity chairperson Ramniwas Mirdha
said that another six sets of nomi-
nation papers had been filed on
Sonia’s behalf, taking the tally of
nomination papers for her up to
80. Voting, he said, would take

As soon as the slanging match
began to take a ugly turn, chief
spokesperson of Congress Ajit
Jogi and party MP Renuka
Chowdhury— apart from the
policemen posted there—calmed
down the two groups.

Mr Jogi, commenting on the
episode, said, “The Congress is a
democratic party, anyone is free to
file his nomination for party presi-
dent.”

In the morning, there was an air
of great anticipation at Mr
Prasada’s Teen Murti road resi-
dence. His supporters vied for the
attention of TV cameras to deliver
lectures on “inner party democra-
cy” and the poor leadership quali-

the ballot boxes will be brought to
Delhi.

place on November 12, after whicl -

PARTYING IS SUCH SWEET SORROW: Supporters of «
groundwork as they go down to the grassroots with supj
Prasada at the AICC headquarters in New Delhi on Sund:

More arrests in Kani

VANCOUVER: Canadian Monday. Charges aga
authorities said on Saturday that include first degr
more arrests were likely in connec-  attempted murder an
tion with the 1985 bombing of an  Police alse laid murd
Air-India airliner off the coast of connection with a s
Ireland in which 329 people were explosion the same d:
killed. Narita Airport that ki
On Friday, a spokesperson of the  gage handlers. The
Royal Canadian Mounted Police being transferred fo
had announced the arrest of two flight from a flight f
suspects—Ajaib Singh Bagri and when the explosion o
Ripudaman Singh Malick. They  The two arrested n
have been charged_on ecight highly influential pe:
* counts. Malik and Bagﬂ"%'ﬁi us- " fhe community, who )
tody and will appear in a erdl occasions, met
Vancouver provincial court on political leaders. Mali
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£LECTION FEVER TAKES ITS TOLL
CWC polls worry ~
senior Cong leaders

NEW DELHI 28 NOVEMBER *

Tﬁ? CONGRESS is DreF aﬁ%ﬂ;\”\to test Sonia

internal democracy — elec-

Swaraj Thapa %}/L( TN facﬁonalism

tions to the CWC. But the story in
the party is that very few of the
bigwigs are willing to take the
plunge this time.

Holding them back, to their }
utter consternation, is the deci- :
sion they themselves subservient-
ly endorsed last year — to accord
33 per cent reservation to women
and another 20 per cent for weak-
er sections and minorities. This is
eating up six of the 12 seats in the
CWC for which elections will be
held. For the male-dominated,
top-heavy party, this means that
effec- tively, there are only six
CWC seats for which they can
aspire, without opting for the

Qur Political Bureau
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WITH FACTIONALISM tearing
apart the Congress, president
Sonia Gandhi’s authority, after
her re-election, is being put to
test by the coming PCC polls in
some states.

The focus is on Tamil Nadu

where rebels, backed by general
secretary Ghulam Nabi Azad, is
pulling out all the stops to oust
state PCC chief E.VK.S.
Elangovan who had been per-
sonally chosen by Ms Gandhi.

The various factions in the

state — these include the likes of
K.V. Thanka balu, Anabarasu and

nomination route.

after the Panchmarhi conclave.

The ramifications of the deci- The TNCC was one of the
sion are creeping in mow and : few states to have refrained
party bigwigs are putting the i from following the other PCCs
blame on senior member Pranab ; in this regard. Such a move had

‘ Mukherjee, who drafted the rules i been resisted strongly by Mr
* that has left them with even lesser | Elangovan, who was being
leeway for manoeuvering and ; backed by Mani Shankar Ajyar

manipulation.

“Since it was Mr Mukherjee A contest would have

Tronically, the party increased : loggerheads only sometime back
" its CWC membershipfrom 20 (10 | — scored major gains on
elected and 10 nominated) to 24 | Wednesday when they managed
(12 elected and 12 nominated) ; to get the PCC to authorise Ms

T. Ramamurthy who had been at

Gandhi to nominate its next chief.

and R. Prabhu.

who drafted the rules, we i enabled Mr Elangovan to
assumed that he would take care. i become the official nominee,

. But it seems he did not consider ; which would have then forced
the consequences fully,” a senior ; everyone to vote for him.

CWC member complained.

plain about.
Among those expected

Kumari.

—

make it to the CWC are Ambika ; the PCC to authorise Ms Gandhi
Soni, Margaret Alva, Prabba Rau, ; indicates that the lobbies have
Mohsina Kidwai and Chandresh | managed Yo prevail in the first

Mr Aiyar, by forcing the idea

Women leaders in the party, i of a contest, had even managed to
of course, are more than pleased ; thwart such a move by the pro-
and are keenly awaiting the CWC | changers at a meeting Jast week.
elections. With eight seats (four Mr Prabhu, additionaily,

,fhrough the elected route and four ; had contended that it would be
through nomination) at their dis- i better if the PCC approved the
posal, they have nothing to com- ; unanimous re-election of Mr

Elangovan.
to Wednesday’s move to get

. stage.
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By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELIJ, SEPT. 29. A special court
here todjy convicted the former
Prime Miyister, Mr. P. V. Nara-
simha Rao, and his Cabinet col-
league, Mr. Buta Singh, in the
‘Jharkhand Mukti Morcha case’
on charges of bribing members of
Parliament to buy votes to save
the minority Congress(l) Govern-
ment in the no-confidence mo-
tion in 1993. Nine others were
acquitted. g AT A

On the quardtum of sentence,
the court said it would be deter-
mined after giving an opportunity
to Mr. Rao and Mr. Singh to put
forth their arguments and fixed
the case for hearing on October
11.

This is the first time in inde-
pendent India that trial in a cor-
ruption case at the highest level
and particularly against a former
Prime Minister has ended in con-
victicn.

Mr. Rao, who was present in the
jampacked court hall in the high-
security Vigyan Bhavan, was vis-
ibly upset. He told reporters, ““1
have nothing to say. I don’t know
on what grounds...” Asked wheth-
er he would file an appeal, he
said, “I have to consult my law-
yers.”

The judge, Mr. Ajit Bharihoke,
found the two accused guilty un-
der Section 120 (b) IPC (criminal
conspiracy) and Sections 7, 11, 12
{abetment to corruption) and 13
(1) (d) (dealing with abuse of of-
fice by a public servant to secure
pecuniary advantage for himself
or others) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Nine other accused were, how-
ever, given the benefit of the
doubt: the former Union Minis-
ters, Mr. Satisp/Sharma and Mr.

\in MPs

E OTHERS ACQUITTED; HEARING ON OCT. 11

The former Prime Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao, coming out

+'Rao, Buta convicted -
bribery case

of the Vigyan Bhavan court, in New Delhi on Friday.
— Photo: Shanker Chakravarty.

Ajit Singh, the former Haryana
Chief Minister, Mr. Bhajan Lal,
the former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Veerappa Moily, the for-
mer Karnataka Ministers, Mr.
H.M. Revanna and Mr. Ramalinga
Reddy, the former Rajya Sabha
member, Mr. V. Rajeshwar Rao,
and the Karnataka liquor barons,

Mr. D. K. Adikesavulu and Mr. M.

Thimmegowda. The CBI case was
that Mr. Rao, who was heading a
minority government, hatched a
criminal conspiracy with other
accused to save his government
during the no-confidence motion
in the Lok Sabha on July 28, 1993
by influencing some Opposition
MPs allegedly through payment
of hefty bribes.

The CBI filed the first chargesh-
eet on October 30, 1996 against
Mr. Rao, Mr. Buta Singh, Mr. Sat-
ish Sharma and four JMM MPs —

N\

Mr. Shibu Soren, Mr. Shailendra
Mahto, Mr. Suraj Mandal and Mr.
Simon Marandi. The second and
third chargesheets were filed in
December 1996 and January 1997,
naming the other accused.

The judge relied on the state-
ment of the approver, Mr. Mahto,
who had said that each JMM
member received Rs. 50 lakhs af-
ter the voting took place and the
no-confidence motion was de-
feated.

The court held that the recov-

ery of money from the Nauroji |

i

Nagar branch of the Punjab Na- -

tional Bank in South Delhi sub-
stantiated Mr. Mahto’s statement.

“This evidence was sufficient to |

prove the prosecution case
against the accused Mr. Narasim-

ha Bdo and Mr. Buta Singh,” the

judge said.
Parties cautious:

b4

|
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ESTRUCT BUTTON
5f\(§;3§0nia under challenge in her party

CO ESS’S membership numbers are dropping pdeeipi-
tiously — both “primary” and “active” members have fallen
by more than 50 per cent since its last organisational elections
in 1997. According to Ram Niwas Mirdha, falling numbers are
explained by the fact that those who are now left are “gen-
uine” members, which would imply two things. One, here is an
admission that past membership figures were fake. Two, if
this search for genuine members continues they may soon add
up to the Gandhi family and not more. Sonia Gandhi must be
more exercised about the fact that AICC’s organisational elec-
tions have come up again, where her leadership is under chal-
lenge, and two other contenders have had the temerity to
throw their hats into the ring — Kapil Sibal and Jitendra
Prasada. Sibal may not be a serious contender, but Prasada’s
candidature should have set alarm bells ringing in the Sonia
camp — when last heard, she was busy handpicking returning
officials for the polls. This raises the spectre of what happened
during the last polling round, which were widely regarded as
having been manipulated, and the doddering Sitaram Kesri
was able to trounce able men like Sharad Pawar, leading to
the latter’s exit from the party.

This suggests another reason for the party’s declining Ih{g/
bers, ability is read as a threat to dynastic ambition and is cut
to size. The coterie around Sonia has now trained its guns on
Digvijay Singh despite, or perhaps because of, his having
delivered a convincing victory for the Congress during the last
Assembly poll in MP. In other words, the Congress is adept at
decimating its most able people and shooting itself in the foot.
In that case, its declining numbers shouldn’t be a mystery.
Priyanka has given birth to a child, which may have raised
visions among Sonia supporters of perpetuating the dynasty
for another two generations. The problem is, given the trend of
falling numbers, the Congress may not be around that long.
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SANIJIV SINHA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 2 &' l\£\))o

FIRST, there was confusion 1\

the Congress over its approach to
the ongoing economic reforms..,

And,asifthat was not enough, there

.S now an unseemly controversy in

the party on whether a panel tore-

“wiew the economic policies is being

~sponstituted. :
~+ Whereas senior party leaders;.
', including party . chief Sonia

Gandhi, have “indicated” the
need to fohn a panel of MPs and
otherciq)ens to review the party’s
.econemic policies and suggest ap-
propriate changes, the party’s me-
‘dia department has been inexplic-
;ably denying that such a
.committee is to be constituted. In

response to aspecific query on the

. 'issue,

.the  party’s
back officially stated that “there
was no move to form a panel to re-
view the party’s economic poli-

cies.” Party sources say that sev- -

official -
. spokesperson had a couple of days,

Confusion in Ceng over.
economic reforms panel

eral senior CWC members have -

taken up this fresh “controversy”
with Soma, protesting over the
manner in which innecessary con-
fusion is being created when a

“policy decision” regarding the -

setting of the panel has already
beentaken..

The leaders are said to have
pointed out that such confusing

signals will only Turttier damage .

theparty’s image whl,ch is dlréady
inabind following the controversy
over'the nuclear deterrent issue. A

senior party leader told The Indian’

Express today that it was “strange”

as to how the party’s. official -

spokesperson had denied the
move to set up an economic panel

when the party chief herself had

agreedtQit.

- Tronically, senior CWC mem-
ber Pranab Mukherjee, who is the
chairman of the media depart-
ment, is most likely to head the
panel since he is the seniormost
leader well-versed with economic
affairs and also because former Fi-

- experts in the economi

' nance Minister Manmohan Singh

has already indicated his-unwill-
ingness to head the committee.
However, if sources in the me-

_ diadepartment are to be believed,

the rationale behind the-decision
to deny the constitution of the

* committee was to “avoid the tussle

among anti and pro reformists
from coming into the open and
also prevent hectic “lobbying”

‘among partymen! to be .on the
- panel.” That the panel is on the
-anvilis apparent from thefactthat .
 the paity’s deputy leader in the
Lok Sabha, Madhavrao Scindia
. reportedly met senior leader
‘Pranab Mukherjee last evening to

finalise the list of names (for the
panel) as well as its terms of refer-
ence. Mukherjee is being con-
sulted since, apart from being an

* expert on economic matters, he is

also the chief whip in the Rajya
Sabha and the panelis tocomp:
MPs from both Houses as w;

from outside.

INDIAN EXPRES:
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By Our Special Coxrespondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6. The Congress(l)
high command today issued a
-.ghowcatise noti¢e 16 the former
Tamil Nadu unit chief, Mr. Tindi-
vanam Ramamurthy, and gave
him seven days to submit a reply.
The party’s action follows Mr. Ra-
mamurthy’s outburst after his
dismissal.

Announcing the party’'s deci-
sion, the spokesman, Mr. Ajit Jogi,
said, “Mr. Ramamurthy’s actions
are prima facie irresponsible and
he has been issued a notice to
show why action should not be
taken against him."”

Protesting his removal, the for-
mer TNCC chief on Monday had
some harsh words for his succes-
sot, Mr. Elangovan, calling him a
“deserter” and predicted a 1996-
type split in the State unit. He also
made a thinly-veiled attack on the
party chief, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
saying “it is a very wrong move by
the Congress(l) president, which
will end the history of the party in
the state”. He also came down
hard on the CWC member, Mr.
Arjun Singh, accusing him of
holding Ms. Gandhi captive.

The action against Mr. Rama-
murthy seems to signal the lead-
ership’s attitude. Similar changes
have been made in Andhra Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, Pondicherry,
Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar while
a change of guard is on the anvil
in Karnataka. Mr. Ramamurthy
was the only one to have made
public his protest and the party’s
action was meant to deter others
following suit. “We cannot afford
to give the impression of acting
from a position of weakness. In-
discipline will not be tolerated,”
said a CWC member.

Justifying the decision to re-
place some PCC chiefs while the
organisational elections were on,
the CWC member, Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee, said the working
committee had, in a resolution,
empowered Ms. Gandhi to make
the required changes. Terming
the recent appointments a “rou-
tine affair’”, Mr. Mukherjee said it
was necessary in some States as
part of the revamping process.

Shrugs off notice

Our Chennai Special Correspond-
ent reports:

Shrugging off the showcause

notice, Mr. Ramamurthy said he
was happy the high command
“resorted to the democratic prac-
tice at least at this stage.” Asked
about his future plans if he was
expelled from the party, he shot
back: “My reply might be accept-
ed by the high command.”
Continuing his tirade against
the party high command partic-

nomination of Mr. Elangovan re-
vealed Mr. Singh's strangiehoid
over the party. “No self-respect-
ing Congressman will accept the
nomination of Mr. Elangovan,”
he declared.

Claiming that he was “in
touch” with some CWC members
opposed to Mr. Singh and also
with local party leaders to decide
on the next course of action, he
said, ‘we will show which is the
real Congress in Tamil Nadu.”

Meanwhile, the former MP, Mr.
R. Anbarasu demanded Mr. Ra-
mamurthy’s expulsion for his out-
burst against the leadership and
lc;)cking up the party office yester-

ay.

On the other hand, Mr. Elango-
van dismissed Mr. Ramamurthy’s

"

ularly Mr. Arjun Singh, the former |
TNCC() chief charged that the .

AICC serves showcause
notice on Ramamurthy

remarks saying, ‘‘he is a one-man
army. And he cannot do any dam-
age.”” Mr. Elangovan is likely to
formally take charge on June 9. A
group of party functionaries in-
cluding the former TNCC(D) presi-/
dent, Mr. M. P. Subramaniam,
have organised a reception for
him at the airport. »




Pranab may head Cong. ec

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH! JUNE 8. The former Finance Minister
and Congress Working Committee (CWC)
member, Mr. Pranab Mukerjee, is tipped to
head the internal party panel for fine tuning
the party’s economic policy. Contrary to spec-
ulations the basic objective of the proposed
committee is to suggest ‘mid-course correc-
tions” to the economic reforms programme
initiated by successive Congress Governments
beginnig with Rajiv Gandhi in 1984.

The proposed panel is likely to include
nearly two dozen Congressmen and economic
experts from outside the party like Mr. Arjun
Sengupta. Though Dr. Manmohan Singh has
chosen to stay out of the committee he will
have a final look at whatever the panel comes
up with.

Mr. Mukherjee, who has held the portfolios
of Finance and Commerce in Congress Gov-
ernments, is expected to prepare a “‘base pa-
per’’ outlining the objective of the committee
and its terms of reference.

The idea for a reappraisal of the party’s eco-
nomic policy was first mooted by the intro-
spection committee headed by Mr. AK.
Antony, which felt that the party had suffered
because of the perception that the package of
economic reforms are for the benefit of the
rich and there was need for the party to come
clear on the subject.

i)

An influential section in the X}arty like Mr.
Arjun Singh, Mr. Rajesh Pilot and Mr. Vayalar
Ravi have been advocating the need for ihe
party to adopt the “‘pro-poor” image in its
economic policies. Significantly it was Mr.
Manmohan Singh, former Finance Minister,
who really impressed upon the party leader-
ship to set up a group to seriously look into the
issue. He reportedly told the party leadership
that rather than talking in generalities it would
be better to set up a mechanism whereby
those who had reservations could point out
the specific objections and also come up with
alternatives.

The Congress president is already in posses-
sion of a list containing 35 party leaders and
economic experts at various levels. She is ex-
pected to pick up two dozen members from
the list suggested by senior party leaders.
Apart from Mr. Scindia and Mr. Mukerjee the
list also includes names of Mr. N.D. Tewari,
Mr. Vayalar Ravi, Mr. Murli Deora, Mr. Ajun
Singh, Mr. Rajesh Pilot, Mr. Shiv Shankar, Mr.
Mani Shankar Aiyer, former MP’s Mr. Shiv
Shankar, Mr. Prithviraj Chauhan, Mr. J. Kurien
and economic expert Mr. Arjun Sengupta.

Though it was the Congress which initiated
the economic reform process, the party is now
keen on drawing a distinction between the re-

orms that it initiated, with what is being prac-
tised by the BJP led NDA Government.” The

ono

IC commlttee

Q

\xh lé purpose of the excercise is to determine
whht needs to be done inorder to ensure that -
thejpoor are not left behind” sources close to
thelleadership said. The party believes that the
curtent policy followed by the Government
benefits only a section of the society while the
poor are being left behind, and is keen to give
itself a pro-poor image by opposing cuts on
food security subsidies.

The leadership’s view is that'* the poverty
alleviation programmes are not working well,
and the situation has been further worsened
for the poor because of the cutbacks in the
food security sector.” Party leaders draw a dis-
tinction between the process that the party
initiated and the one being followed by the
present Government. “ Qur reforms were
aimed at helping all sections of society not just
a section of it”, a CWC member said.

The need for a reappraisal on the issue has
acquired an urgency in the party because of
the restiveness in its ranks that while the party
is getting none of thg credit for initiating the
liberalisation procgés, it has had to bear the
blame for some gf its unpopular policies like
the cutback in glibsidies. The party finds itself
handicappegAn its bid to make political cap-
ital of the PIP’s policies because the Govern-
ters it by saying that it is merely
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Pilot’s life

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 11. —
Rajesh Pilot died in a car crash
today at Bhandana in Dausa,
his Lok Sabha constituency
near Jaipur.

The former Union minister
was 55 and is survived by wife
Rama, a son and a daughter.

The senior Congress leader
was on his way to the Jaipur
airport to catch a flight to
Delhi when his jeep, which he
was reportedly driving himself,
rammed into a
Rajasthan Road
Transport bus
at4.45 pm.

He was quick-
ly brought to}
the Sawai Man |
Singh Hospital,
Jaipur, with
mulitiple head .
injuries. He |4
was by then in
a coma and his
heart had stop-
ped beating.

Doctors oper-

ated on him in Rajesh Pilat

a last-ditch eff-
ort before declaring him dead,
said hospital authorities.

Mr Pilot’s personal security
officer, Mr Hari Singh, too died
in the accident. Three others in
the jeep, including MLA Mr
Mahendra Meena, were injured.

Rajasthan chief minister Mr
Ashok Gehlot, Union agricul-
ture minister Mr Nitish Ku-
mar, and several other leaders
including Ms Girija Vyas and

Mr GS Shekhawat visited the
hospital.

Mrs Pilot and her daughter
have rushed to Jaipur. Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, who expressed
deep shock, went to the Pilots’
10 Akbar Road residence and
saw the family off.

Mr Pilot’s body was being
flown to Delhi tonight for cre-
mation tomorrow.

The Congress president has
cancelled her trip to Jaipur
tomorrow where she was to
attend a series of party pro-
grammes.
Messages of
sympathy
poured in to-
L | night cutting
1 across party
1 lines. The Pre-
4 sident, Vice-
.| President and

1 Prime Minister
1 expressed deep
shock. They
were joined by
Mr LK Advani,
Mr PV Nara-
simha Rao, Mr
VP Singh, Mr
GMC Balayogi,
Mr Laloo Yadav, Mrs Rabri
Devi, Mr ND Tiwari and Mr K
Natwar Singh.

Mr Pranab Mukherjee said
the CWC will pass a resolution
by tomorrow. The BJP des-
cribed Mr Pilot’s death as a
loss not to the Congress alone
but to the nation.

R More reports, obituary
on page 8

THE STATESMAN
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By Sunny Sebastian H

JAIPUR, JUNE 11. The Congress(l)
leader and former Union Minis-
ter, Mr. Rajesh Pilot, died in a
road accident in his home con-
stituency, Dausa, Rajasthan, this
evening. Mr. Pilot, who attended
a series of public programmes
during the day in Dausa and Sik-
rai tehsil in the district, including
a ‘yagna’ at Sikandra for world
peace, was on his way to Jaipur
when the accident occurred on
the Agra-Jaipur national highway
around 4.15 p.m. The doctors,

wE e

Senior Congress(l) leaders, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee and

‘iPiIog ékilled

Dr. S.R. Dharkgr, Principal of the
Sawai Man Sfngh Medical Col-
lege, and Dr. IN.K. Mathur, hospi-
tal superintejdent, who lead the
team which tfied to revive Mr. Pi-
lot, declared him dead around
7.15 p.m. “He had multiple in-
juries on the head and chest.

There was no breathing or
pulse beat when he was brought
to the emergency ward around
5.15 p.m.,” they told reporters.
Though the doctors do not offi-
cially confirm it, in all probabil-
ity Mr. Pilot was “brought dead”.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, outside the residence of the
Congress(l) M.P., Mr. Rajesh Pilot, who died In a car
accldent in Rajasthan on Sunday — PT!

in road accident

Mr. Pilot’s wife, Mrs. Rama Pi-
lot, a Congress(I) MLA in the Ra-
jasthan Assembly, was not with
him during the tour.

Party workers said Mr. Pilot,
who had to catch the 5.40 p.m.
Jet Airlines flight to Delhi, was

himself driving the Marshall’

jeep. The accident took place at
Bandana village on the border of
Jaipur-Dausa districts, some 40
km from here. The jeep reported-
ly collided against a Rajasthan
Roadways bus which was headed
for Mathura.

A Youth Congress(I) worker,
Mr. Mahendra Sharma, who was
accompanying the entourage,
said the impact of the collision
was such that Mr. Pilot was
thrown out of the vehicle. The es-
cort Gypsy, which had crossed
the bus just before the accident,
reversed and picked up the body
and sped to the SMS Hospital.
There were five persons includ-
ing Mr. Pilot in the vehicle.

His personal security officer,
Mr. Hari Singh, died on the spot,
while the Congress(I) MLA, Mr.
Mahendra Meena, who was sit-
ting in the front with Mr. Pilot,
sustained multiple fractures. The
condition of Mr. Banwari Lal, a
party worker, is said to be seri-
ous.

Immediately after hearing of
the accident, the Rajasthan Chief
Minister, Mr. Ashok Gehlot, and
the Union Minister, Mr. Nitish
Kumar, who were in a meeting,
reached the emergency ward of
the hospital. Mr. Gehlot and his
Cabinet colleagues, the PCC(D)
president, Dr. Girija Vyas, re-
mained in the emergency ward
till the doctors finally gave up.

Pilot... ‘uncompromising
dissenter’

The Rajasthan Governor, Mr.
Justice Anshuman Singh, also
visited the hospital.

“] cannot express myself. Itis a
great loss to the party. Mr. Pilot
was a leader of eminence. Within
the party he had his individual-
istic style of functioning,’” Mr.
Gehlot said while coming out of
the emergency.

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, also contacted Mr.
Gehlot on phone in the emergen-
cy ward to ask about the condi-
tion of Mr. Pilot.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Pilot at-
tended many functions, and the
fateful one which delayed him
was the inauguration of a com-
puter school. As someone ad-
vised him to skip the function,
Mr. Pilot reportedly said, “It is
better not to postpone such aus-
picious moments.”

Tributes on Page 13




~CONIA HELPS COOLNTEMPERS OVER DEMAND

e

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12. In a remarka-
ble show of dignity and grief, the
Congress(l) today bid an emo-
tional farewell to its senior leader
and CWC(I) member, Rajesh Pi-
lot, who died in a road accident
yesterday. ..

Led by the partypresident, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi, admirers and erit-
ics alike came together to give
him a hero’s farewell. Thousands
of workers thronged his residence
and the party office to pay their
last respects. The Dethi Govern-
ment accorded a State funeral.

The CWC(), in its condolence
resolution, expressed ‘“‘profound
grief and sorrow” at the sudden
death. ‘His untimely death is not
a loss to the Congress(l) alone but
to the entire nation — one that
would be very difficult to fill,”

Lauding him for championing
the cause of the poor and the
downtrodden, the resolution said
it was always the welfare of the
people that guided his actions;
and though outspoken, “his out-
spokenness was never aimed at
an individual”.

Ms. Gandhi arranged a special
flight for Pilot’s family to travel to
Jaipur and return with his body.
She was also present at the airport
to receive the body last night.

Working closely with members
of Pilot’s family on the details of
the funeral, the Congress(l) chief
took direct charge of the arrange-
ments at the party headquarters
on 24 Akbar Road, where the body
was brought around 2 p.m. Ms.
Gandhi, along with Mrs. Rama Pi-

* Tearful fare

well o ilot

The President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan, consoling Mrs. Rama Pilot,

¥

wife of the deceased Congress(l) leader, Rajesh Pilot, in
New Delhi on Monday. — PT!

lot, helped stave off a potentially-
ugly situation aver the insistence
by a section of party workers that
the Government aliot a plot in the
vicinity of Raj Ghat for a memo-
rial. Led by the Congress(I) MP
from Meerut, Mr. Avtaar Singh
Badhana, they were demanding a
memorial and threatened to take
it by force if the Government re-
fused.

Ms. Gandhi deputed a senior
leader to call on the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, and make a
case for the same. When the Gov-
ernment turned down the re-
quest, she sent the CWC({
member, Mr. Ahmad Patel, the
Rajasthan Chief Minister, Mr.

Ashok Gehlot, and the Rajasthan
PCC(l) chief, Ms. Girija Vyas, to
explain the situation to Mrs. Pilot.

Mrs. Pilot came out of the
house and addressed the crowd,
saying, "I will not allow anybody
to play politics over my husband’s
body.”

Driver arrested

UNT reports from Jaipur:

The Rajasthan Transport Min-
ister, Mr. Chhogaram Bakolia,
said that Ramdhan, driver of the
State Roadways bus involved in
the head-on collision with Pilot’s
jeep, has been arrested and the
conductor suspended.

More reports on Page 13
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Swaraj Thapa
NEW DELHI 13 JUNE

NG to hurt |
he senti- |
| of !
| their senior

Manmohan high com-
mand has decided to take a fresh

look at the party’s economic poli-
cies as an overview exercise.

According to party circles,
who insist that the expert com-
mittee to be set up to discuss the
issue will not be conducting a
review, the underlying objective
will be to formulate a proper
articulation of the party’s eco-
nomic stand which, while re-
affirming the pro-poor tilt, will
be distinct from that of the BJP’s. :

The leadership, while wary
of stepping on sore toes, seems
inclined to think that an
“overview” was necessary to :
send the right signals to the peo-
ple that the party’s reforms agen- :
da had been charted, keeping the
interest of the poor in mind. At
the same time, the constant
refrain by the BJP that they were
snly following the Congress’ foot-
steps, while proceeding ahead
with second generation reforms,
has also forced the party to make
a fresh assessment and come out
with a line which can be identi-
fied only with the Congress.

The constraint on the leader-
ship to desist from hurting the
feelings of Mr Singh, considered
the architect of liberalisation,
however, is more than evident.
Mr Singh, who has refused to |
have anything to do with the
committee, is dead against the
use of the term “review” in any
part of the committee as well as
its recommendations.

He firmly holds the view
that the policies he professed |
- ay~= were < = reasons for the
party’s decline in successive
elections, as has been made out
to be by some leaders in i
the party. i

i administrative mat-

{ was formed recently
i when

: on Congress presi-

dent Sonia Gandhi.
The party
i appears somewhat

. helpless about how
i to react to the caste
! killings in the state. While on

N, OVERVIEW: PARTY INDULGES IN IMAGE-BULD!
Cong to take fresh look at

reforms, give pro-poor tilt
=—— Bihar unit feels let down

dG EXERCISE

y RID, turns to high

L0y’ command for support

Swaraj Thapa
NEW DELH! 13 JUNE
NGRY AT being continu-
usly sidelined by the
abri Devi regime with the

\

i RID paying little heed to their

complaints, Congress ministers in
Bihar have sought the interven-

! tion of the ceniral leadership. The
! ministers said the image of the
i party, which is a coalition part-
i ner, is getting a severe beating fol-
! lowing the recent incidents of vio-

lence in the state.
The Congress leaders are

: now demanding an all-party
coordination committee meeting
i where they can vent .

their views on

ters. The committee

Mr Laloo |
Prasad Yadav called

Sonia

the one hand, being a partner in
the coalition it cannot fully crit-

i icise the government, on the

other hand, the poor law and
order situation in the state is

i tarpishing its image.

While condemning the

i recent killings of Bhumihars in
i Navada on Tuesday, the party
{ attempted to give it a twist by
i maintaining that the root cause
i was
! killings were not law and order

socio-economic. “The

related, but a direct outcome of

{ socio-economic conditions of
i society,” Congress spokesper-
i son Ajit Jogi said.

The Congress leaders agreed

i that the coordination panel will

help tighten the loose ends in
the Rabri Devi establishment.
However, the RID has already
postponed the first meeting of
the committee from June 17 to
June 21,

According to party circles,
besides the AICC general secre-
tary in charge, Mohsina Kidwai
and former union minister
Madhav Singh Solanki, the
other Congress leaders in the
16-member committee will be
acting PCC president Chandan
Bagchi, CLP leader Furkand
Ansari and leader in the legisla-
tive council Mohinder Singh.
The committee has
chief minister Rabri
| Devi as its chairper-
| son and RJD presi-
dent Laloo Yadav as
the convenor. Other
RID representatives,
representatives from
other supporting par-
ties are also its mem-
bers.

The  Congress
said demand for a
functional committee had been
on for sometime following the
realisation by state leaders that | !
the RJD was continuously
ignoring their presence.

The charge against the RJD
has been that its leadership
always pulled rank and direct
access to the central leadership
in Delhi to point to their
insignificance in the scheme of
things. Congress ministers,
who have been making the
rounds of Delhi, have been
repeatedly complaining that
the Rabri government has been '
turning a blind eye to the much
touted agreement = which
promised to ensure a better
government for Bihar.

The Economic Time:
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Congress urges Speaker
to disqualify Subrata *%

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, June 14

THE CONGRESS Legislature
Party (CLP) today moved the
_Assembly Speaker, Hasim Abdul
Halim, to disqualify Subrata
Mukherjee from the House.
Mukherjee, who was elected on a
Congress ticket, is contesting the
CMC elections as a Trinamool
Congress candidate.

CLP leader Atish Chandra
Sinha said that Mukherjee’s
fighting the CMC poll on a
symbol of another party duly
approved by the State Election
Commission, would attract penal
provisions under the 10th
Schedule of the Constitution. “He
should be disqualified as a
Congress MLA, for there is ample
proof against him under the Anti-
Defection Act.” On a previous
occasion, the CLP had moved the
Speaker to cancel the membership
of four Congress MLAs who had
been working for the Trinamool

outside the House. But the case
against them was not so foolproof
as in Mukherjee’s case, Sinha said.

Mukherjee, the Trinamool’s may-
oral candidate, is unfazed over this
development. “I have done noth-
ing against the law. Who are these
people trying to discipline me for
being unprincipled? Did not some
of them vote for the candidate of
another party in the last Rajya
Sabha election?” He says that

Assembly Membership
e

being an AICC member, only the
Congress president could initiate
action against him.

The CLP itself appears divided
over Sinha’s move against
Mukherjee. A CLP insider told The
Hindustan Times that the decision
was not taken at the CLP meeting.
“Some Calcutta MLAs—Somen
Mitra, Saugata Roy, Tapas Roy and
Sultan Ahmed among them—met
PCC president A B A Ghani Khan

Chowdhury last night and pres-
sured him to initiate attion against
Mukherjee under ‘the Anti-
Defection Act because they have to
take a strong anti-Trinamool stance
in the CMC poll”,

While agreeing that the Congress
could not unilaterally seek an
alliance with the Trinamool on the
latter’s terms, the move against
Mukherjee was better avoided.
“The Anti-Defection Act is very
difficult to enforce and in the
last 15 years all the rulings by
the legislatures had been
rejected in the courts,” he said.

Sources said that Mukherjee,
once summoned by the Speaker to
reply to the charge against him,
could always ask for dates and the
process could drag till the next
Assembly polls. After all, they said,
the CLP failed to produce ade-
quate evidence against Sanjoy
Buxi, Ashok Mukherjee, Tushar
Mandal and Sabuj Datta who had
gone over to the Trinamool despite
being Congress MLAs since 1998.

HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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AICC sa

HT Correspondent ’, Q v

Calcutta, August 2
TATE YOUTH Congress
(YC) president Paresh Pal
was removed from his post
today by the party high command
for violating its directive and going
ahead with the Bangla bandh on 31
July.

“This morning, the AICC faxed a
message to PCC chief ABA Ghani
Khan Chowdhury informing him

" about the party’s decision,”
Congress  Chief Whip in
Parliament Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi told The Hindustan Times
over the telephone.

Pal was away in Raiganj on party
work and was unavailable for com-
ments on the AICC decision. “It is
unfortunate, but ‘he should have
shown some restraint. He not only
insulted the State Congress by
going ahead with Bangla bandh
despite repeated appeals to him to
call off the strike, he also humiliat-

S Paresh

ed Barkatda who m
personally asked him
to  withdraw the | &
bandh,” CLP Chief [
Whip Abdul Mannan
said.

AICC sources say
that the high com-
mand was contem-
plating section against |.«=
Pal from the time he
attended  Mamata
Banerjee’s rally in the
city on July 21. Pal,
Congress leaders pointed out, did
not even seek permission from the
PCC to share the dais with the
Trinamool chief. “He was increas-
ingly becoming very adamant and
was unwilling to listen to the
advice of all those who are close to
him in the PCC. For the last few
days, he was even avoiding leaders
like Abdul Mannan, Shankar
Singh and Sultan Ahmed, all
Ghani Khan loyalists and close
associates of Pal,” a source

charged.

Youth Congress
leaders denied hav-
ing received any
such message from
the AICC. With Pal
out of town, they
refused to react to
the development.
However, many of
them said that Pal
was critical of the
AJICC and the PCC
for refusing to take
a definite stand on a Mahajot with
the Trinamool.

In fact, Pal is not only a vocal
supporter of the Mahajot concept,
he is also among those Congress
MLAs who are close to the
Trinamool chief. After the recent
Calcutta Municipal Corporation
polls which resulted in a lmng
board, Pal tried his best to get the
Congress to back the Trinamool’s
efforts to form the board. The
State Congress over-ruled him and

FHE HINDUSTAN TBES
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1S State YC chief

decided to abstain from voting.

So cosy is Pal’s relationship with
the Trinamool that Mamata
Banerjee did not put up a candi-
date against him in the CMC polls.
“Pal was just looking for an excuse
to leave the Congress. His decision
to go ahead with the bandh was a
step in that direction,” said PCC

vice-president Pradip
Bhattacharya. P
Pal may been a bit too kekn, b

is the Trinamool willing t

him? In the last couple of months,
Pal has earned the complete confi-
dence of Mamata Banerjee. “But
he should come out in the open
now. Mamata Banerjee has told
him categorically if you want to
join us, say it publicly. There will
be no secret understanding. We
have welcomed everybody who
wants to fight the CPI(M) under
our banner. So let him approach
us, I am sure Mamata will take
him,” said Trinamool general-sec-
retary Mukul Roy.




‘UNDECL)\ﬁED WAR AGAINST INDIA WILL FAIL

Borders cannot be redrawn
on religious basis: PM

4

—,\»\0
6%
By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, AUG. 15. T%e/ Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today told the Pakistani
rulers that borders could not be
redrawn “either in the name of
religion or on the strength of the
sword”YThe Prime Minister used
the occasion of his Independence
Day address from the ramparts of
the Red Fort to tell the Pakistani
establishment that it would not
be able to get its way ‘‘through the
undeclared war that it has been
waging against India”.

gesing the nation’s most hal-
lowed pulpit, Mr. Vajpayee quot-
ed the Urdu poet, Sahir
Ludhianvi, to debunk the two-na-
tion theory, and to tell Pakistan
that Kashmir was and would re-
main an integral part of India.
The “clock cannot be turn
back,” noted the Prime Minister)
/"Addressing himself to the Pa-
istani rulers and the audience
beyond, Mr. Vajpayee spelled out
five propositions of India’s ap-
proach to the Kashmir dispute:
first, religion or sword could no
longer be used to redraw bounda-
ries; second, this is the age of rec-
onciliation, rather than deliberate
prolonging of conflicts; third, the
people of Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh are tired of violence and
desire peace; fourth, it is time for
healing the wounds in Jammu
and Kashmir; and, fifth, India is
prepared to heal the wounds by
larger canons of insaniyar (hu-
manity§

%k ‘doublespealy

Forgoing the urge to strike a
belligerent note to match the
hawkish noises made by the Pa-
kistani leadership yesterday, Mr.
Vajpayee simply noted that the
global community had seen for it-
self as to who was responsible for
derailing of the recent peace
process in Kashmir. Ee Prime
Minister pointed out that -while
on the one hand Pakistan kept on
proclaiming its readiness for dia-
logue, and on the other it kept on
aiding and abetting vendors of vi-

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, delivering the

Independence Day address to the nation from the
ramparts of the Red Fort in New Dethi on Tuesday. — AP

olence and cross-border terror-
ism. This two-track approach of
Pakistan would simply not d

And, rather quietly, the Prim

Minister warned that no one
should underestimate India’s
“capacity and willingness” to
deal with violence, terrorism, ex-
tremism and separatism. That
was as close as he came to sound-
ing strident.

Indeed the 28-minute address

was a most un-Vajpayee perform-
ance. Not only was it the shortest
of three addresses he has made
from the Red Fort, the irony is
that the man who is known as the
country’s finest and mosy, inspir-
ing orator in Hindi was reading
from a highly bureaucratised Hin-
di script. The Prime Minister defi-
nitely looked uninspired.

As expected, the Prime Minister
repeated his administration’s

‘“Kargil-has-earned-us-interna-
tional-respect” theme. ‘“India’s
international standing has been
enhanced. Our voice is being
heard attentively in the capitals of
the world.”

‘Intolerance against
Iture’

Somewhat unexpectedly, Mr.
Vajpayee used the occasion to
send out a stern message — most-
ly to his own Sangh Parivar con-
stituency — that ‘the government
would not tolerate the activities of
any organisation that spreads
communal discord or incites vio-
lence.” Noting that “religious in-
tolerance and hate have never
been part of India’s liberal cul-
ture,” the Prime Minister cau-
tioned against creating
“imaginary enemies”

Minus the Pakistaft part, the
rest of the speech was a mixture of
exhortations and a catalogue of
various schemes his Government
wished to implement. Building on
the twin themes of “Vikas” (de-
velopment) and “Suraksha” (se-
curity), Mr. \afg‘ljpay'Ee set a target
of “doubling India’s per capita in-
come in the next 10 years”, which
he termed the “‘decade of devel-
opment”.

His exhortation was to “create a
prosperous, self-reliant, and self-
confident India”. In particular, he
wanted the younger generation to
be brought face- to-face with the
changing technology. I want to
see every school and every village
have access to computers and the
Internet in as less time as possi-
ble,” Mr. Vajpayee said. He ended
with calling for a Parishrami Bha-
rat (industrious India), Parakrami
Bharat (achieving India), and a
Vijayi Bharat (winning India).

Though the tone was subdued,
Mr. Vajpayee's rhetoric skillfully
skirted divisiveness and chauvin-
ism; the tenor was statesman-like,
with a de ination to send out
signals o%@ﬁon and rea-
sonableness at home and abroad.

Peace, militancy cannot
co-exist, says Farooq: Page 13
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WITH RUMOURS that the A&C

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, August 16

is going ahead with its plans\of

restructuring the faction-rid
State Congress gaining ground, the
race for the top job in the WBPCC
is hotting up. And the name that is
being bandied about for the PCC
president’s post is Pranab
Mukherjee. But ABA Ghani Khan
Chowdhury, the present State
Congress chief, is not going to be
dumped - if things go according to
plans, he will be dispatched to
Dethi as an AICC member.

“We too have heard that Pranab
Mukherjee is likely to take over as
the PCC chief. With the Assembly
polls drawing close, the State
Congress needs a dynamic man
like Mukherjee at the heim,” said
WBPC vice-president  Pradip

P
Bhattacharya. “ Y\
Other State Congress leaders

have also conveyed their support
for Mukherjee’s candidature to the
AICC. PCC working-president
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi and
Pranab Mukherjee are scheduled
to meet Sonia Gandhi tomorrow.
“I am meeting Soniaji tomorrow
and things will be clear only after

Or c¢lse, there is no point in keep-
ing him. I have also told them that
the AICC should do away with
dual presidentship in Bengal
because this only leads to faction-

alism,” said former PCC chief
Somen Mitra.
Party insiders claim that

Mukherjee’s name has emerged
somewhat by default. Those loyal

Race For PCC Presidentship

that,” Das Munshi told The
Hindustan Times over the tele-
phone from Delhi.

“During my meetings with both
Sonia Gandhi and Prabha Rau
(the AICC general secretary in
charge of West Bengal) I have said
that if Barkatda is to continue as
the PCC chief, he should be given
a free hand to run the party here.

to Ghani Khan are supporting him
because they are desperate to stall
any move to install Das Munshi as
the PCC chief. And as far as
the Priya camp is concerned, it has
no problems with Pranab
Mukherjee.

But there is one more important
reason why the AICC has picked
on Mukherjee. The Rajya Sabha

emerges froht-runner .,

member Of late has been hobnob-
bing with Trinamool chief Mamata
Banerjee. “They have held more
than four meetings. The political
significance of this development
cannot be ruled out because either
before or after the Assembly polls,
the Congress might enter into an
alliance with the Trinamool to dis-
lodge the Left Front from power.
And Mamata Banerjee would trust
Pranab Mukherjee more than any
other Congress leader in the
State,” said an insider.

But what if Pranab Mukherjee
turns down the offer? In that case,
both Pradip Bhattacharya and
Saugata Roy — now vice-presidents
in the party — could be in the
running. But the problem is nei-
ther of them is acceptable to the
Ghani Khan camp. They would
rather settle for CLP leader Atish
Sinha.
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Factions in

N/

Congress

warmup
to Prun

UDAY BASU
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Aug. 21. — Pra-
desh Congress leaders are
increasingly veering to the
view that Mr Pranab Mukh-
erjee will be acceptable to both
the PCC factions, if he is app-
ointed the new chief of the
state unit.

The party high command was'

expected today
to announce the
name of the new
PCC president,
but the plan was
deferred after
Mr Mukherjee’s
sudden illness
yesterday. He is
reported ‘to be
better and will
leave for Delhi

tomorrow. .

While Mr Mu-

most certain to
head the demor-
alised and bat-
tered state unit,
leaders of the
two PCC fac-
tions — belong-
ing to the pre-
sent chief, Mr
ABA Ghani
Khan Chowdhu-
ry, and its work-
ing president,
Mr Priya Ran-
jan Das Munshi
— met him to
express their
willingness to
cooperate with
him.

Mr Pradip Bhattacharya,
PCC vice president, said that if
Mr Mukherjee is given the job,
it would do a world of good to
the party which is facing one of
its worst crises following the
emergence of the Trinamul as
the main opponent of the CPI-
M-led Left Front.

“It doesn’t make a difference
whether Mr Khan Chowdhury
or Mr Mukherjee is the PCC
chief. Both are highly respected

Mr Ghani Khan Chowdhury and
(below) Mr Pranab Mukherjee

leaders of the z,” he said.
However, there i} a feeling that
some key leaders, belonging to
the Khan Chowdhury camp,

may join the Trinamul in the
event of Mr Mukherjee becom-

ing the new chief,

“This is not a sound reasoning.
Those who want to join the
Trinamul or who have already
one step forward to Harish Cha-
tterjee Street, the Trinamul
headquarters-
cum-its-chief’s
residence, will
do so0, no matter
whether Mr
Khan Chow-
dhury or Mr
Mukherjee is at
the helm of
affairs,” Mr
| Bhattacharya
argued.

The message
that is to be gi-
ven to the rank
and file is that
a rejuvenated
party under the
new chief will
be “mobile, eff-
ective and rea-
dy to redeem
the lost hon-
our”, he said.
But, Mr Abdul

chief whip, said
many party lea-
ders and men
would not brook
any insult to Mr
Khan Chow-
dhury.
~  The question
does not arise, said leaders
who are ready to welcome Mr
Mukherjee. “In that event we

would protect Barkatda, Mr |

Mukherjee will see to it that a

senior and highly respected !

leader like Barkatdea is in no
way shown disrespect,” they
said. It is believed that Mr Mu-
kherjee’s elevation to the post
of PCC chief will give a new di-
mension to the Congress’ ti-
rade against the economic poli-
cies of the NDA government.

Mannan, CLP 5
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Sonia shifts Ghani to Delhi

PCC crown
Q orced on
- Pranab

()fzé ¢ «—

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 22. — Mrs
Sonia Gandhi today appointed
Mr Pranab Mukherjee as presi-
dent of the West Bengal
Pradesh Congress Committee,
removing a potential dissident
from the national scene.

Mr Priya Ranjan Das Munshi
ceases to be the acting presi-
dent of the WBPCC. Mr ABA
Ghani Khan Chowdhury, the
outgoing state president, has
been inducted into the Cong-
ress Working Commitee as
“special invitee”, Mrs Prabha
Rau, AICC general secretary in

charge of West Bengal, said

here today.

Mr Mukherjee
had been unwilling
to accept the crown
forced upon him
today. He had con-
veyed his feelings
to CWC colleagues
when first sounded
out a few days ago,
Congress sources
said. According to
the sources, Mr
Mukherjee’s “dum-
ping” in West
Bengal — where
the Congress faces
grim prospects in
the Assembly polls next year —
was masterminded by the
Madhya Pradesh troika of Mr
Arjun Singh, Mr Madhavrao
Scindia and Mr Kamal Nath.

It is learnt Mrs Gandhi’s
political advisers warned her
that Mr Mukherjee’s “subtle
manouevring” might create
problems in her smooth re-elec-
tion as AICC chief in the
patry’s organisational elections
scheduled for October.

After Mr Rajesh Pilot who
died in a car crash recently,
Mr Mukherjee had emerged as
the new rallying point
for Sonia-baiters, and was

best shunted out of the way,

‘_Mam_ata B

Pranab: new role
—_—

4o
they apparently told her.

Whether Mr Mukherjee was
seriously nursing ambitions for
the top post is not clear. But
his senior colleagues felt the
veteran who has held cen-
trestage for so long ought not
to have been sent out to a state
unit. “How could a leader of his
stature be made president of a
state unit when everyone
knows that Mr Mukherjee is
not an organisation man?”
wondered a CWC member.

Sonia loyalists, however,
rejected the “shunting” theory.
The Congress, they argued,
had not yet dumped Miss
anerjee’s mahajot
proposal, and Mr
Mukherjee would
be a catalyst in the
forging of an
alliance with the
Trinamul.

Mr Khan Chow-
dhury is a mahajot
advocate. “The ma-
hajot is a necessity
to defeat the Left
Front,” he said,
immediately after
being removed.

“T don’t know
whether there was
any need to change
the WBPCC presi-

‘dent. Once the decision has

been taken, I think the new
incumbent might come forward

with new ideas to rejuvenate |

the party,” he remarked.

Mr Khan Choudhury was
summoned by Mrs Gandhi this
morning and told he was being
moved to the CWC to make
way for Mr Mukherjee. Mr
Khan Chowdhury said he had
himself wanted to shift to
Delhi, and had recommended
Mr Mukherjee’s name to her.

So had he accepted willingly
the CWC post offer? Yes, said
Mr Khan Chowdhury.

8 Another report on page 4
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By Our Spetial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AU§. 22. The Congress
(1) president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
today accused the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister of not
measuring up to their high re-
sponsibilities. Her remarks came
in the course of her customary
end of session address to the Con-
gress(I)  Parliamentary  Party
members.

Ms. Gandhi attacked the Gov-
ernment for its failure on a host of
issues ranging from its mishand-
ling of the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir to the lack of a coherent
approach towards Pakistan and
the absence of a micro economic
policy.

On Jammu and Kashmir, she
said because of the Government's
mishandling of the situation, the
nation was oscillating between
hope and despair. She lamented
the fact that the Government had
no consistent plan of action and
was merely indulging in knee-jerk
reactions “possibly in response to
extraneous considerations”, re-
sulting in confusion and contra-
diction.

She criticised the Government
for not taking adequate precau-
tions and preparations, as a result

of which nearly a hundred people
were killed. She referred to her
visit to Pahalgam and said that af-
ter listening to the ‘yatris’ it was
evident that there was much
more to the incident than what
was revealed in official state-
ments. That is why the party had
demanded a judicial inquiry.

Ms. Gandhi said the nation and
the world had been left confused
about the Government’s policy on
Pakistan. *'Not only are they inca-
pable of tackling cross-border ter-
rorism, they also impose
impossible conditions for re-
sumption of dialogue.” The Gov-
ernment’s foreign policy had
been reduced to dependence on
others to secure results.

Terming the economic policy a
failure, she said the slide of the
rupee was reflective of the weak-
ening of confidence in the Gov-
ernment’s policies. Industrial
production was stagnating, and
there was no increase in the net
inflow of foreign investment. The
burden of the Government's pol-
icies would fall on the poor; pov-
erty alleviation programmes were
either stagnating or being mis-
managed.

She referred to the fact that she
had written to the Lok Sabha
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Speaker demanding? Standing
Committee for Disinvestment be-
cause the party wanted some or-
der, logic and probity into the
restructuring and reorientation of
the public sector.

Referring to the Government
claim that its policy was a contin-
uation of those adopted by the
Congress(l), she said this was not
true. “The NDA’s policies are a
parody of ours,” she said.




Pranab to keep AICC,

HT Correspondent

NEW WEST Bengal PCC chief
Pranab Mukherjee would continue
to be in charge of most of the posts
he was holding in the All India
Congress  Committee,  the
Congress Working Committee and
the Congress Parliamentary Party.

Widely reputed to be the
Congress' man for all seasons, the
former Union Minister is the
party's chief whip in the Rajya
Sabha besides being a senior CWC
member. His multifarious organi-
sational responsibilities at the
Centre also include chairmanships
of the AICC's media and trajning
departments, the newly established
economic group, the Kashmir
group, the small states' review
group and the in-house co-ordina-

/ tion committee for Rajasthan.

RS
New Delhi, August 23

After a long meeting here today
with  Congress

Mukherjee argued that a m

being assigned to a State cannot be
construed to be

president  Sonia
Gandhi, Mr
Mukherjee  told
newspersons that
his  association
with all AICC
panels, barring the
media and the
training depart-
ments, would
remain undis- |::
turbed. He would |
also continue as
the Congress chief
whip in the Upper
House.

demoted. As for
his role as the
Bengal PCC
chief, he admit-
ted that he wasn't
a mass leader and
had, in fact, want-
ed the task to be
assigned to a
younger leader.

"But each time 1
was sent to the
State in the past,
the party did well
in elections,” Mr
{ Mukherjee said,

Recalling that
Subhash Chandra Bose and Pandit
Nehru had served as PCC chiefs
after stints as AICC presidents, Mr

recalling his 1985
stint as PCC chief when the
Congress won 68 seats in the
Calcutta Municipal elections.

g? posts

ewise, the party bagged 16 Lok
Sabha seats when he was election
incharge in the State in 1984,

The Rajya Sabha MP was also
frank enough to admit the possibil-
ity of some leaders joining Ms
Mamata Banerjee on account of
her popularity and the growing
reputation that she was the Left's
most formidable adversary in the
State.

On the possibility of a Congress-
Trinamool alliance to defeat the
CPI-M led Front, Mr Mukherjee
reaffirmed the party's known
opposition to the Left's adventur-
jsm and the BJP's communalism
and sectarianism. He said the
“Mahajot" idea might sound nice in
theory: "The practical reality is that
we cannot go with a party (read
BJP) which does not believe in sec-
ularism.”
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Pr/an

HT Corre.
Calcutta, August 28

who took over as WBPCC

president today, will focus on
uniting the party and stopping any
further desertions from the ranks.

The new PCC chief sought the
cooperation of his partymen and
said this was necessary to ensure
that the Congress worked like a
well-knit team in the State.

The Congress can regain its lost
glory in Bengal, he said in his first
address to partymen. “We must
give it a try. Let us take the plunge
and try to swim. If we sink, we sink
together. I believe in cooperation
and not liquidation. I do not
believe that the party would split.
Yes, few might leave, but that will
not affect us,” Mukherjee said.

On his first day as WBPCC pres-
ident, he attended the 47th foun-
dation ‘day of the Chhatra
Parishad, met MLAs in the
Assembly and also went to the
State Congress headquarters to
meet party office-bgarers.

But it was the
the 58 party
meeting apd the welcome given to

PRANAB MUKHERIJEE,

| < ! o v |
W%)takhgg chgal\ge of PCC with unity call

Das Munshi office-bearers that
sent a clear signal that the new
PCC head was in no mood to play
factional politics in the troubled
waters of Bengal. He would
instead strive to bring together all
the factions to bolster the party
unit.

“All 58 MLAs would have attend-
ed the meeting had they not been
tied up elsewhere. For that matter,
Khan Chowdhury and Das Munshi
too would have come had they not
been out of town. With leaders
such as Chowdhury, Das Munshi,
Saugata Roy, Atish Sinha and
Somen Mitra beside me, there
should no reason to doubt that the
Congress would again establish
itself as a force to reckon with in
Bengal,” said Mukherjee.

“In the next few days, I will sit
with the district and PCC leaders
to chalk out the party pro-
gramme.” The new PCC president
would kick off his party’s anti-Left
programme in mid-September
from Midnapore.

He said the Left Front
Government had failed to restore
the rule of law in Bengal. The
democratic rights of the people

were being sti;)ﬁa d'every other
day, people were gefting killed in
Midnapore, Bankura, Hooghly
and other districts. YA consolida-
tion of the anti-Left vote is the
need of the hour, but before that
the anti-Left parties should work
on a common programme.
Without that there can’t be any
such forum,” he added.

However, he ducked a question
on whether Bengal was a fit case
for President’s rule. “This is a con-
stitutional issue I am not in a posi-
tion to say anything on this. 1tis for
the President and the Centre to
decide. I would want to know from
Mr Advani two things. First why
did he, as a minister in the Janata
Dal Government, decide to wipe
out Article 356 through the pro-
posed 44th draft amendment.
Second, how does he interpret the
Supreme Court’s judgment on
imposition of Article 3567 It is the
BJP, which says that the Congress
has misused Artcile 356. So only if
they can come up with a valid argu-
ment we will think about passing
their demand for Article 356 in
Tripura and Bengal in the Rajya
Sabha, where we have the majori-
ty,” said Mukherjee.
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A NEW PRESIDENT FOR WBPCC(I)

BY EFFECTING A change of guard in the West
Bengal unit of her party — the appointment of
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee as chief — the Congress
(I) president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, has, at long
last, conveyed her disapproval of the line of the
incumbent chief, Mr. A. B. A. Ghani Khan
Chowdhary, that the party must align with the
Trinamool Congress in the State. Notwith-
standing the political correctness of the move,
given the fact that it came so late, it cannot but
be seen as just another formality. The sheer
procrastination by the Congress(l) high com-
mand in even conveying to its State unit leaders
that they must not be seen together with the
Trinamool Congress as long as Ms. Mamata Ba-
nerjee remained part of the BJP-led NDA had
even otherwise eroded its credibility. The delay
had not just emboldened Mr. Chowdhary and
his supporters in the Pradesh Congress(I) Com-
mittee to persist with the idea of a ‘mahajot’ but
had also paved the way for several of the party’s
MLAs in West Bengal to formally cross over to
the Trinamool fold. Even while all these were
taking place with Mr. Chowdhary as PCC(l)
president virtually blessing such an exodus, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi and her aides were seen convinc-
ing themselves and others that all was well in
their party in West Bengal. All that they did was
to send an emissary to Calcutta ro reason things
out with the State unit leaders or “summon”
Mr. Chowdhary to Delhi for counselling.

Be that as it may, the state of the Congress
(I) organisation in West Bengal now demands a
lot more than a new leader in place of Mr.
Chowdhary. The party organisation in the State,
even otherwise a shambles ever since the Left
Front wrested power in 1977, was virtually de-
stroyed after Ms. Maimata Banerjee floated the
Trinamool Congress a couple of years ago. In-
deed, the party had to be rebuilt from scratch.
The “appointment of Mr. Mukherjee, hand-
picked by the party president and with an an-

0

Ly &‘;\
nouncement on her behalf to that :gect, is
hardly any indication that the party high com-
mand is conscious of the enormity of this task.
Add to this the factor that Mr. Mukherjee is not
known for his organisational ability notwith-
standing the fact that his role in managing the
internal affairs of the party was never in doubt.
Mr. Mukherjee is among the few leaders in the
Congress(l) who could remain in the inner cir-
cle of successive party presidents. But then, all
these qualities can hardly help in reviving the
fortunes of the party and that too from the state
in which they are in West Bengal. And add to
this the fact that Mr. Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi,
until now the working president of the West
Bengal unit and among those handful of party-
men who can lay claim to some popular sup-

port base in the State, has now been stripped of
his post.

Given all these, it remains to be seen if the
Congress(I) unit in West Bengal, now under Mr.
Mukherjee, will at all be built into an organisa-
tion strong enough to take on the two major
forces in the State — the ruling Left combine
and the Trinamool Congress along with the BIP
— in the coming elections to the State Assemb-
ly. That Mr. Mukherjee has very little time be-
fore the poll campaign is initiated formally —
elections are due before May 2001 — and that
he will have to manage dissent within whatever
is left of the party organisation in the State are
another aspect of the task. The high command
along with the attitude of the State leaders has
made the revival of the Congress(l) as difficult
as it is today. To begin with, the party refrained
from taking the hard decision — putting Mr.
Chowdhary and others in the State unit in their
place when they began talking of the ‘mahajot’
— for so long. And now the appointment of Mr.
Mukherjee may not be the magic potion that
the party needs in the State.
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. day set up a 44-member ‘“eco-
" nomic group” under the

Manmohan not
in Cong.(1)
review panelv/

By Our Special Correspondénjt

procrastination, the Congressil)
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, to-

chairmanship of the former Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. Pranab Muk- -
herjee, to form an overview of the
current economic policies and
suggest ‘“‘areas where a course
correction was necessary’’.

Significantly, Dr. Manmohan
Singh is not a member of the
group, but is expected to have a
final look at whatever the group
comes up with. “Dr. Singh has
chosen to stay out to allow a dis-
passionate discussion but he will
join us later,” said Mr. Oscar Fer-
nandes, AICC(I) general secretary.

Critics find a place: Page 13 !
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anmohan out

of Cong economy
- review panel

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 7. — Mrs
Sonia Gandhi rode roughshod
over Dr Manmohan Singh to-
day to set up a jumbo party co-
mmittee to review the BJP gov-
ernment’s economic reforms
programme. Dr Singh, the Con-
gress's reforms author, report-
edly opted out of the panel.

A Congress leader said Dr
Singh opposed the formation of
the panel, that was expected to
“review the liberalisation
process initiated by him when
he was finance minister”, -

He had apparently managed
 to get the party to hold its
hand thus far — “How can they
review policies that were initi-

ated by me,” Dr Singh is learnt

to have pleaded.

But other CWC members had
kept the pressure on Mrs Gan-
dhi, telling her that the Cong-
ress’s failure to act as an Oppo-

“gition and attack the Centre for
its “anti-poor approach” was
sending wrong signals to the
pevlc‘)ﬁle. She gave in today.

e Congress made a feeble
attempt to cover the humilia-
tion suffered by India’s reforms

_guru by juggling words:“The
committee won't review, but
would (only) take an overview
of the policies, and suggest
changes if required.”

The Congress leader, Mr
Oscar Fernandes, ingisted the

_former finance minister had
" been taken “into confidence
and he wants a dispassiomdte

1 study of the issue”. = .~

Dr Manmohan Singh
Mrs Sonia Gandhi

Mr Fernandes said Dr Singh

" would join the panel in “due

course”

A major reason for throwing

out Dr Singh’s objections was

THE STATESNAN
el IR AL

his tacit endorsement of the
Centre’s economic policies, par-

~ ticularly on subsidies and price

rise. , | .
A Congress leader said the
party, trying desperately to
make an issue of the Centre’s
economic policies, had been
embarrassed by Dr Sin%h’s
stand. .

Mr Pranab Mukherjee, CWC -
member, will head the 44. .
member panel, described by

“the Congress as an “introspec-

tioh workshop”. Mr AK Antony,
Mr Arjun Singh, Mr K Karun-
akaran, Mr ND Tiwari, Mr CK
Jaffer Sharief, Mr K Natwar
Singh, Mr Madhavrao Scindia,
Mr Mani Shankar Aiyer, Mrs
Margaret Alva, Mr Prithviraj
Chauhan, Mr K Vijaya Bbas-
kar Reddy, Mr Priya Ranjan

" Das Munshi and Mr Vayalar

Ravi are some of the members.
Mr Jairam Ramesh, secretary
of the AICC economic affairs

- department, and Mr Arjun

Sengupta; former member of
the Planning Commission, too

“are part of the.committee.

Mr Fernandes satd the need
today was for pelicies that
would have a “direct effect on
our poverty levels, ultimately
Jeading to elimination of pover-
ty”.The Congress president
“wanted an exercise to be
undertaken to identify areas
where correction in economic
policy, if any, is required”.

’ BJP plans status papers
on economy: page 8
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HT Correspondent kY (\)(3\ /
Calcutta, July 16 :

PRADESH
Congress Com-
mittee (PCC)
president A B
A Ghani Khan
Chowdhury
today threat-
ened to step
down in protest
against the alleged “high-handed-
ness” of the party high command,
putting in turmoil the already-
upset machinery of the party.
Chowdhury’s threat comes close
on the heels of the All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
reversing his decision to change
the four District Congress
Committee (DCC) presidents.
The PCC chief, who apparently
felt slighted by the AICC’s action,
told TheHindustan Times over the
telepiGne from Malda that he

\
would go to Delhi on July\n to dis-
cuss “all the issues involved” with
the party high command, or, in
other words, with Sonia Gandhi.

Chowdhury confided to his aides
that he would step down if he was
not allowed to have his way in the
reconstitution of the DCCs. He
had replaced the district presidents
of Midnapore, Bankura, Purulia
and Jalpaiguri with leaders who
are known to be keen on an
alliance with the Trinamool
Congress.

The PCC chief is reported to
have a told a meeting of party
workers at Malda today that he
was unhappy over the statements
and action of some State party
leaders who were out to denigrate
him. While he did not name them,
the reference to PCC working
president Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi was obvious.

Observers feel Das Munshi had
played a key role in stalling

HE HINDUSTAN TIMNES

o s
threatens to resign”
] 8% o

Chowdhury’s recent move 10
chdnge the district presidents on
the plea that such replacements on
the eve of organisational elections
would send wrong signals tom{he
workers.

1t is understood that the Das
Munshi camp had also questioned
how a leader like Manas Bhuniya,
who had overtly helped the Trina-
mool in Sabong in the Panskura
parliamentary by-poll, could be
entrusted with the responsibilities
of the president of a sensitive dis-
trict like Midnapore.

Sources close to Chowdhury said
that the PCC chief was actually
mounting pressure on the high
command with his resignation
threat. “In case he fails to make his
point, he may step down,”they
said. A senior leader, now camping
in Delhi, however, would prefer a
wait-and-watch a ach. “Things

-




Ghami to stay on
as PCC chiefy!
says Pranab \*\1

HT Correspondent Q
Caloytta, July 17V ()"3

A B A GHANI Khan Chowdhury
will continue as the PCC president,
Pranab Mukherjee, Congress
Working Committee member said
here today.

“His resignation is out of the
question. I have spoken to him. He
is upset, but his grievances will be
redressed at the New Delhi AICC
session later this month,”
Mukherjee said.

“The high command has no
intention of humiliating him. His
proposal for changing four district
presidents has been kept in
abeyance, not cancelled. It is his
advisers who are to be blamed for
this impasse.

“The party constitution says that
the AICC must be consulted
before office-bearers are changed.
Barkat was not aware of that.
Nevertheless, I will convey his feel-
ings to AICC president Sonia
Gandhi,” Mukherjee told The
Hindustan Times here today.

The Rajya Sabha member said
Chowdhury was upset because the
AICC had not cleared his plan for
a Mahajot with the Trinamool
Congress.

“It’s wrong of Barkat to think we
don’t know the ground realities in
Bengal or don’t want an under-
standing with Mamata Banerjee.
We need her as much as he needs
her in Bengal,” said Mukhelgg

Detailed report on Page 8

\
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Ghant stays out

of %cigxl(g meet -
sTATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (Y
NEW DELHI, J\ly 22. — The
West Bengal PCC chief, Mr
ABA Ghani Khan Chowdhury,
today stayed out of the meet-
ing between PCC office-bearers
and AICC general secretary in
charge of West Bengal, Mrs
Prabha Rao.

PCC leaders and senior
Congress functionaries, includ-
ing Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Mr
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi and
Mr Kamal Nath, were present
at the meeting.

Speaking to reporters,
Mr Khan Chowdhury said
he “does not attend” meetings
held by general secretaries.

] attend meetings called by
the party president,” he
remarked, adding, however,
that one of the reasons for his
absence was “ill health”. .
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By OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata, July 26: AICC general

secretary in charge of West
Bengal Prabha Rao hinted on
Wednesday the central leader-
ship’s experiment with two PCC
leaders in West Bengal has back-
fired. Ms Rao noted the high com-
mand is a little peeved by the con-
tinuous bickering between presi-
dent A.B.A. .Ghani Khan
Chowdhury and working presi-
dent Priya Ranjan Das Munshi.

She said Mrs Sonia Gandhi will
soon take a clear-cut decision to
end this contentious issue of dual
leadership. Ms Rao also said
AICC present Somia Gandhi will

" tour the state in the third week of
September. She may make an ear-
lier trip to Keshpur at the request
of state leaders.

Ms Rao also announced there
was no question of aligning with
the Trinamul here “unless Ms
Mamata Banerjee severes her
Jinks with the BJP.” She added the
Congress would go it alone in the
2001 Assembly glections. “The
idea is to strengthen the party in
West Bengal. Anyone in favour of
a tie-up with the Trinamul-BJP
combme is free to leave the
party,” Ms Rao said.

She said Congress MLAs who
had defected to the Trinamul “will
not remdin in the party for tong.”
The CLP has already asked the
Speaker to terminate mayor
Subrata Mukherjee’s membership
of thie House for defection.

Ms Rao concentrated more on
the shameless infighting between
the two camps in- the Congress.
“These internecine quarreis have
to stop now,” she said. She hinted
at a revamp in the state hierarchy
much before the Assembly polis.

t 0 Turn to Page 10

Ghani-Priya
bickering.

had better
top P;‘abha

0

MC poll
ebacle on
politburo

‘agenda

By OUR SPECIAL |
CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata, July 26: The top brass
of the state CPI(M) left for New
Delhi on Wednesday to attend
the party’s politburo and cen-
tral committee meetings.
Among those whe left were
chief minister Jyoti Basu and
his politburo colleagues Biman
Bose and Anil Biswas. Others
including Buddhadev
Bhattacharya, Sailen Dasgupta
and Niren Sen will leave on
Thursday morning. The polit-
buro meets on T hursday and

the central committee on the fol-

lowing two days.

Sources said the party’s set-
back in the CMC polls was like-
ly to figure in the discussions, as
would the upcoming 2001
Assembly elections in five states.
The party’s performance in the
UP-panchayat polls vis-a-vis the
Samajwadi Party and the BJP
will also_be discussed.

Mr Basu is expected to clarify
his stand on campaigning for
the Assembly elections. The vet-
eran chief minister left home

Ghani-Priya bickering

0 Continued fromPage 9
Ms Rao met the party rank and file throughout the day and will commu-
nicate their views to Mrs Sonia Gandhi.

Belligerent scenes were wifnessed after Ms Rao finished talking to the
media. A few Congress workers from North 24 Parganas barged in and
demanded she speak to them. They had heated exchanges with C ongress
MLA Saugata Roy. ’

Mr Roy said Ms Rao’s visit was part of a contipuing exercise o assess
the mood of the Bengal Congress.

Two views were expressed in Dethi when state leaders met her there
last weekend. One: The AICC should give the PCC freedom to negotiate
with the Trinamul minus the BJP. Two: The Congress should strengthen
itself. Two groups within the fold met Mrs Gandhi. Mr Khan Chowdhury
and Mr Atish Sinha were in favour of a dialogue with the Trinamul. The
other group led-by Mr Roy and Mr Abdul Gaffar felt the AICC should
have enforced discipline especially after the Rajya Sabha polls, where
many Congress MLAs ensured a Trinamul victory.

Mrs Gandhi’s message was clear. She reportedly said there should be
ng talk of alliance with the Trinamul as long as'it was a part of the
National Democratic Alliance. The state unit ought to strengthen itself

on its own steam.

around 5 pm on Wednesday,

minutes after
Jammu and Kashmir counter-
part Farooq Abdullah at home.

The last time the politburo

met, the meet was postponed by

a few days.

hosting his
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_Speaker asks Subrata to
answer defection ck;(g}:%@

HT Correspondent .\\"{/ (,7
Calcutta, June 21 ",
SPEAKER OF the State Assemb.
H A Halim today asked Trina
mool's mayoral candidate Subrata
Mukherjee to explain to the
Congress the charge that he had
flouted anti-defection laws by con-
testing on the Trinamool Congress
ticket in the Calcutta Municipal
Corporation (CMC) election.
Leader of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) Atis Sinha
had earlier lodged a formal com-
plaint to the Speaker against
Mukherjee. The CLP leader
claimed that Mukherjee being still
a Congress MLA had gone against
the provisions of the anti-defection
law by deciding to contest on the

Trinamool symbol in the Calcutta
Municipal Corporation (CMC)
election.

The Speaker’s letter was written
with the intention of finding out
Mukherjee’s stand on the issue. He
had been asked to reply in a week’s
time. Mukherjee, who is the tipped
1o be the city Mayor, was not too
perturbed over the development.
“The Congress, in league with the
CPI(M), has been conspiring
against me and the charge against
me is an indication of that. But I
am too focused on the election
now to pay attention to this,”
Mukherjee said.

He pointed out that despite his
open support to the Trinamool, he
had not resigned from the Cong-
ress on simple political grounds.

9‘My resignafion
ress would have meant a by-elec-
tion and since it is difficult to
defeat the CPI(M) in a by-election,
I preferred not to allow that party
a chance to win.” He had already
talked with lawyers and was confi-
dent he would be able to answer
the Speaker’s queries adequately.
The incident again brings into
the open the rapidly-souring rela-
tions between the Congress and
the Trinamool. It is also indicative
of the strong reservations main-
tained against Mukherjee by a sec-
tion of Congress leaders, especial-
ly Somen Mitra and his followe
Four other Trinamool-sympaghf
Congress MLAs
been put on the d
charges.




State Congress
Panskura b

Calcutta, May 9 i

HT Correspondent M(‘/ ”0\(
\

THE REVOLT in the West Bengal
Congress over the AICC decision
to put up a Congress candidate in
the Panskura by-election has now
spread to the grassroots level.
According to party sources, at
least two Congress units in the
Panskura constituency -~ Sabang
and Keshpur - have decided to
support the Trinamool candidate,
Bikram Sarkar. A iajority of the
Congress-ruled panchayat bodies
in the Panskura constituency are
also said to have opted for Sarkar.
For the second time in orfe-and-
a-half months, the State Congress
has plunged into a serious crisis
after Congress president Sonia
Gandhi overrode the WBPCC to
announce a Congress- candidate
for the Panskura Lok Sabha seat.
On March 29, it was to mark their
]SJrotest over the Congress Rajya

abha nominee that a broad chunk -

of Congress legislators cross-voted

in favour of the Trinamool candi- -

date to ensure a shock win for
IJayanta Bhattacharya.

Upset over the Congress presi-
dent’s move, State Congress lead-
ers have this time decided to keep
themselves away from the party
campaign in Panskura.

Former WBPCC president
Somen Mitra made it clear that the
decision would cost the Congress
dear in political terms and would
lead to further marginalisatiop of
the party in the State. He
explained that their request to sup-
port the Trinamool candidate was
only meant to honour the anti-
CPI(M) sentiments of the people
in a district “where CPI(M) cadres
have let loose a reign of terror in
collusion with the police”. Talking
to The Hindustan Times, Mitra said
that though as a Joyal party worker,
he would have no option but to
abide by the high command’s deci-

ided over

7~

y-poll nominee

from party campaigns in Panskura.
Mitra’s close aide and Congress
Chief Whip Abdll ‘Mannan was no
less dismayed ovép:the way the
AICC rode roughshod over their
sentiments. “The Congress remains .
a non-entity in Panakura and past -
election results proved that, By
putting up a Congress candidate, -
we have only paved the way for CPT
candidate Gurudas . Dasgupta’s *
win,” a bitter Mannan said. :
PCC leaders spewed venom on
WBPCC working president PR
Das Munshi for the embarrass-
ment. “Das Munshi is a weather«
cock and a peddler of disharmony. -
Let him take charge of the
Congress campaign in Panskura
and lead the party to victory,” said
Mitra. “During the last 10 years,
Das Munshi has not bothéred to
campaign for the Congress in any
¢lections. The onus is on him to
sobiesurite: s ggpgign and also

“Sio, he would prefer to stay away’ o



anskura was a

mista

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE\ RV

CALCUTTA, May 12. — Senior
PCC leaders belonging to the
ABA Ghani Khan Chowdhury-
Somen Mitra camp today made
it clear to Mr Vayalar Ravi,
AICC general secretary that
the party high command was
not right in fielding a Congress
candidate in the Panskura Lok
Sabha seat in Midnapore.

Mr Ravi, who came to the city
today, met the leaders of the
both the factions. Congress
insiders say that some of the
leaders of the Khan
Chowdhury-Mitra group went
to the extent of telling Mr Ravi
that they would not campaign
for the Congress candidate for
the Panskura seat.

A senior leader of the camp is
learnt to have told Mr Ravi
that he would even campaign
for the Trinamul Congress can-

ake,

THE ST.

didate for the seat. The camp
leaders said that as the CPI-M
was the main enemy of the
Congress in West Bengal, it
would have been prudent on
the part of the Congress not to
field any candidate in this par-
liamentary constituency. The
people of the state are in
favour of a combined
Opposition unitedly fighting
the CPI-M-led Left Front in the
coming polls, these leaders
were learnt to have told Mr
Ravi,

The party would have to
regret fielding a candidate in
Panskura, they reportedly stat-
ed. In an obvious reference to
Mr Priya Ranjan Das Munshi,
Mr Abdul Mannan, a Somen
Mitra loyalist told Mr Ravi
that the AICC chief should not
be misled by such people.

The followers of Mr Das
Munshi, the PCC working pres-

TESMAN

AICC told
TA ¢

ident \who was instrumental in’ |-
fielding a party candid#te in:.
Pansklra, on the contraty,
pressed for a probe into the }
alleged cross voting by a sec-
tion of the party MLAs during
the last Rajya Sabha elections
from West Bengal in which &
Trinamul Congress-backed
Independent candidate scored
a surprise victory. )

Mr Ravi later admitted that
there are differences in the
state Congress over fielding a
party candidate for the
Panksura seat, but hoped that
the problem would be resolved
S00D.

The entire development indi-
cated that the dominant section
of the PCC is unlikely to back
the party nominee for the
Panskura seat. On the contrary,
they may even consider working
for the Trinamul candidat
either directly or covertly.

A




/S
o PANSKURA SEAT

BY DECIDING TO field its own nominee, MrX

Subhankar Sarkar, in the by-election for the Pan-
kura Lok Sabha seat, the Congress(I) high com-
and may have succeeded in registering its
pposition to the “mahajot” idea mooted by in-
uential sections in the party’s West Bengal unit.
ut the reluctance shown by the enthusiasts of
he grand-alliance-against-the-CPI(M) idea in
e State unit of the party to take the contest in
eal earnest is something that the high com-
and cannot gloss over. Apart from the fact of
the Pradesh Congress(I) Committee president,
M. A. B. A. Ghani Khan Choudhury’s “inability”
to show himself up with Mr. Sarkar when he
went to file his nomination, the other important
leader in the State unit, Mr. Somen Mitra, has
declared that he-will not be campaigning for the
party nominee. Hence, Ms. Sonia Gandhi had to
re’fx ‘on the working president of the State unit,
M. P. R. Das Munshi, to ensure that Mr. Sarkar
filed his papers. There is no way that the Con-
gress(l) high command can rest assured that the
party ranks will be mobilised in strength for the
campaign. All that the Congress(l) president
could do is to avert a showdown with the recal-
citrant sections in the State unit in the immedi-
ate context,

Indeed, thé Congress(l) was hardly in a posi-
tion to put up a serious fight in Panskura; apart
from the fact that Geetha Mukherjee of the CPI
had been winning the seat continuously from
1980, the Congress(l) has virtually been pushed
out of the contest — like in several other West
Bengal constituencies — ever since Ms. Mamata
Banerjee teamed up with the BJP in 1998. It is
Ms. Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress and
not the Congress(l) that has emerged as the ral-
lying force against the Left parties. The birth of
"‘;;;e’"&l;relamool Congress just a few months be-

€ 1770 p-~~wal alpetinng (hy jtself an ex-
pression of Ms. Banerjee’s OppOSiuurvo trc

Congress(I)’s support to the United Front at the

THE ‘MAHAJOT’

ntre in which the Left parties played a major
ryle) and the ease with which the fledgling outfit
up with the BJP provided for the consoli-
datdon of an anti-Left platform in West Bengal. It
is in\this context that the Panskura by-election
and the Congress(l)’s dilemma assume signif-
icance.

The Congress(I) high command may now
have postponed a showdown with the influential

sections in the State unit. And by doing so, Ms.

Gandhi and her aides in New Delhi may have
saved themselves and the party from the charge
of teaming up with communal and sectarian
forces. But the fact that the high command con-
tinues to remain a mute spectator when the
Jeaders in one of its State units are showing no
compunctions about advocating an alliance with
the Trinamool Congress, an important constitu-
ent of the BJP-led coalition, is something that is
too jarring to be ignored. Such moves that are
innocent of ideology and displaying of crass op-
portunism led to the decimation of the Congress
(I) in various other States — Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, for instance — in the past. And the high
command now wants to wish away any confron-
tation with such leaders in West Bengal — whose
only objective seems to be self-preservation —
who are for a grand alliance with the Trinamool
Congress, the BJP and any other platform op-
posed to the Left parties. Be that as it may, the
Panskura by-election assumes significance in
another context too. The CPI's nominee, Mr. Gu-
rudas Dasgupta, after having established his
worth as a member in the Rajya Sabha, has a
tough battle ahead. The ill-feelings generated
within the Left Front — when the CPI(M) refused
to give Mr. Dasgupta another term in the Rajya
Sabha — have added a new dimension to the

,,g¥‘-:election in that it remains to be seen whether
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By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MAY 16, The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day unambiguously told his two
major political rivals — Ms. Sonia
Gandhi and Mr. Jyoti Basu — that
his government was not going to
give in to the Opposition demand
for a rollback of price hikes and
subsidy cuts. Thrice during the
course of the day, he defended his
government’s willingness to take
“certain hard decisions” in the
long-term interests of the econo-
my.
The first opportunity Mr. Vaj-
payee got to reiterate his govern-
ment's resolve was in the
morning when the Leader of the
Opposition and Congress(l) presi-
dent, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, led a
“protest march” of her party MPs
to the Prime Minister's House.
Fully aware of the political nature
of her mission, the Prime Minister
did not feel the need to give the
Congress(l) leaders the benefit of
the doubt.

He pointed out that the process
of economic reforms was in fact
started by a Congress(l) regime,
and that while he was not exactly
happy at having to take harsh
measures there were no other op-
tions. He pointedly refused to give
any assurance of any “reconsidet-
ation”, despite entreaties from
some members of the Congress
‘Working Committee who had ac-
companied Ms. Gandhi.

Since the nature of Ms. Gand-
hi’s mission was known, the
Prime Minister had asked Mr.
Shanta Kumar, Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs and Public Distribu-
tion, to be at hand; and, Mr.
Shanta Kumar dutifully read out

The Congress(l) president, Ms. Sonia Gandhl, with the Prime
Minister, M. Atal Behari Vajpayee, at his residence in New Deihi
on Tuesday before submitting a memorandum on the price rise
issue. Also seen are Dr. Manmohan Singhand Mr. S. Jaipal Reddy
(second from left). — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

excerpts from the Congress(l)
manifestoes and Dr. Manmohan
Singh’s budget speeches to pro-
vide a rationale for the seemingly
harsh decisions, similar to those
taken by the BJP Government.

In fact, the tone and tenor of
Mr. Vajpayee’s responses to the
Congress(l) leaders’ arguments
and interruptions was clear: if the
Government did not give in 1o its
own allies, there was no political
compulsion to oblige Ms. Sonia

o - 1-(-\! “«
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Gandbi. In any case, with the
Union Budget voted and out of
the way, the Prime Minister has
no inclination to humour the
Leader of the Opposition.

Later in the evening, the Prime
Minister chose to write a detailed
response to Ms. Sonia Gandhi.
The opening line of the letter
sums up the substance. It reads:
“I have received you letter on the
aforesaid subject this marning.
We have considered the matter

PM DEFENDS ECONOMIC POLICIES

Sonia, Basu fail to convince
0 Vajpayee on rollback

\

carefully and would reiterate our
response which welhave articulat-
ed at length both §n Parliament
and outside.”

The second occasion for Mr.
Vajpayee to do some plain talking
was when the West Bengal Chief
Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, called on
him.

The Prime Minister told the vis-
itor that his government had ai-
ready adopted the best feature of
the West Bengal policy — a refer-
ence to doubling the PDS quota
for those below the poverty line.
Mr. Vajpayee did not feel apol-
ogetic about his government’s ec-
onomic policies.

And the third occasion for the
Prime Minister to defend the
Budget was the end-of-the-ses-
sion meeting of the BJP parlia-
mentary party. To the merriment |
of his captive audience, Mr. Vaj-
payee described the memor}a—/
dum  submitted by “the
Congress(]) as a “mere repetition
of Congress(l) slogans”, and dis-
missed the Congress(l) argu-
ments as “loud but hollow”. The
Prime Minister told his party MPs
to confidently go out and spread
the good word about a “bold and
sound” budget.

1n a similar vein, the BJP sought
to occupy the high “responsible”
ground by publicly patting Dr.
Manmohan Singh on the back for
his ‘“‘balanced” speech earlier in
the Rajya Sabha on the 89th Con-
stitutional amendment bill. As if it
was part of a well-rehearsed
script, the Finance Minister, Mr.
Yashwant Sinha, also compli-
mented Dr. Singh and Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee for their “brillia7e"

and thoughtfulness.
{



Leadership,
olicy issues
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By Smita Gupta
The Times of india News Service

NEW DELHI: On Tuesday morn-
ing Congress president Sonia
Gandhi marched to the Prime Min-
ister’s residence to demand the
restoration of food and fertiliser
subsidies; a few hours later, Man-
mohan Singh—former Congress fi-
nance minister— pleaded passion-
ately in the Rajya Sabha that it
“was obligatory...to take measures
to bring subsidies down within the
limits of prudence”.

Call it a crisis of leadership or one
of identity. Either way, the Con-
gress seems to be in a state of flux.

For, close on the heels of party
functionary Jairam Ramesh apolo-
gising unconditionally for casting as-
persions on Sonia’s ability to lead
the party has come another bomb-
shell: Senior Jeader Vasant Sathe’s
editorial in the latest issue of the
party organ Sandesh lists his leader’s
many shortcomings, and stresses she
was a compromise choice.

The official reaction to Mr
Sathe’s editorial was that inner-par-
ty democracy “is alive and kicking”.
Others laughed, admitting it was
more candid than Mr Ramesh’s in-
terview. The screening committee—
set up recently after an interview

with Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar’s
nephew and a minister in the Maha-
rashtra government, appeared in
Sandeshparty sources pointed out,
could hardiy vet the editor’s copy.

The Sathe editorial not only
refers to the Congress “facing a cri-
sis of confidence” and “mental de-
pression amongst the senior mem-
bers”, but the passages on Sonia are
patronising: “Soniaji has been and
continues to be aware of her own
limitations...She has never made
any claim to having the charismatic
capacity to single-handedly get the
masses...to vote the Congress to
power.. Her natural reserve...was a
great handicap with the media and
intellectual elite. Language was one
of the major hurdles.”

Mr Sathe then covers his tracks
by praising Sonia’s efforts to over-
come her shortcomings: acquiring a
“good command over Hindi,” com-
municating “effectively in huge
public meetings” and “making ef-
tective interventions in the Lok
Sabha”. But he immediately says,
“Not that there are no other more
brilliant and seasoned leaders in
the Congress...” But because of the
“great handicap” of having a “crab
cuiture”, all ieaders find “a uniting
point in the Nehru-Gandhi family”.
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. Sonia go-ahea

By Angana Parekh Q

NEW DELHI, APRIL 4. The Congress
(I)’s West Bengal leaders are un-
derstood to have begun discuss-
ing with the Trinamool Congress
tonight the possibility of seat-
sharing in the civic elections in
the State, even though the latter
made it clear that its alliance with
the BJP would continue.

Only this morning, the Con-
gress(I) president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, told the state PCC(I)
chief, Mr. AB.A. Ghani Khan
Chaudhary, and his predecessor,
Mr. Somen Mitra, to go ahead
with the talks with the Trinamool
Congress but added the proviso
that nothing should be done
which would compromise the
party’s ideology and its fight
against communal forces. Mr.

o~ ~ '
Chaudhary and Mr. Mitra had
45-minute meeting with the Tri-
namool Congress chief, Ms. Ma-
mata Banerjee, tonight — the
second in two days — and dis-
cussed an understanding for the
coming civic elections.

The stage is now set for a battle
of nerves which is unlikely to be
resolved in a hurry. Though Ms.
Banerjee categorically ruled out
the possibility of her party leaving
the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance, Mr. Chaudhary and Mr.
Mitra maintained that they were
“talking only to Ms. Banerjee”
and “would not have anything to
do with the BJP".

With its top State leadership
taking a blinkered view — ““The
reality is West Bengal. The State’s
salvation lies in driving the CPI

THE HINDU

ad for ta\l(s

) out of power and I sincerely
beheve we should follow Mama-
ta’s footsteps,” being Mr. Chaud-
hary’s view — it will be the task of
the Congress(I)’s central leader-
ship to strike a balance between
local and national imperatives.

From the comments of some
Congress(I) West Bengal leaders,
it is clear that they do not share
their high command’s allergy to
the BJP. They pointed out that
even the CPI(M) had an alliance
with the BJP in 1989. The same
argument was put forward by Ms.
Banerjee at a separate press con-
ference today.

Mr. Chaudhary and Mr. Mitra
met Ms. Gandhi this morning to
brief her about Mr. Chaudhary’s
talks last night with Ms. Banerjee.

To repeated questioning on

-5 APR 20D
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how an alliance could be possible
while the Trinamool Congress
continued to be a BJP ally, Mr. Mi-
tra responded that “politics was
fluid” and that discussions were
still on.

The BJP welcomed the proposal
of an anti-marxist “grand alli-
ance’ being floated by Trinamool
Congress but said the Congress(I)
should first iron out its internal
differences on the issue.

Ms. Banerjee said she was hap-
py that senior Congress(I) leaders
like Mr. Chaudhary had respon-
ded to her call for the grand alli-
ance. She rejected the CPI(M)’s
charge that her proposal was op-
portunistic and said at one time
even the CPI(M) had joined hands
with the BJP in its bid for ouste;
Congress(I).




meeting of “developmental activi-
ties arid: the law and order situa-
ton”

Shalv’s controversial decision to
visit this district came shortly aftera
delegation of Trinamool and BJP
leaders urged him tosee for himself
how the local administration had
“collapsed.”

Ever since the last Panchayat
election in 1998, when the ruling
Marxists lost substantial ground to
the Trinamool here, clashes have
been frequent and fierce in several

pockets of the district like Keshpur

the BJP. .

Sensing the reaction, Raj Bha-
van did some damage control,
claiming that Shah’s visit was not to
review law and order but develop-
ment, And Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu himself said yesterday that
Shah had a right to go anywhere in
the state.

But behind this public truce, re-
sentment is building. Said a senior
district officer: “To tell you frankly,
there is nothing in the district’s de-
velopment sector which should
have prompted the Governor to




4\ Congress|

‘By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. Amid signs of
growing restiveness against the
Congress(l) president, Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi’s leadership, the party has
decided to postpone its internal
organisational elections by about
10 weeks, according to Mr. Ram
Niwas Mirdha, chairman of the
party’s Central Election Author-

ity.  Earlier, the enrollment of
membership was to end on April
10, but it has now been extended
up to May 31. Mr. Mirdha said a
fresh schedule for the election
would be announced soon.

In another significant develop-
ment, four senior members of the
Congress Working Committee —
Mr. Arjun Singh, Mr. Ahmed Pa-
tel, Mr. Madhavrao Scindia and
Mrs. Prabha Rao — asserted that
the party would have nothing to
do, directly or indirectly, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party. This state-
ment comes in the wake of the
on-going debate within the party
over the West Bengal Congress-
men’s preference for Ms. Mamata
Banerjee’s ‘Mahajot’ — grand alli-
ance — against the CPI(M), an ar-
rangement that would not
exclude the BJP.

The lea& %ecting the es-

tablishment’s vigw, have asserted
that while it was\possible to “ex-
plore the possibilities of having
an alliance with like-minded sec-
ular parties in the forthcorming
elections to the West Bengal As-
sembly, with the objective of de-
feating the Marxists, we shall
ensure that there is no direct or
indirect linkage with the BJP.”

The ‘mahajot’ idea has caught
the imagination of the dominant
section of the West Bengal Con-
gressmen; this section reportedly
wants to go ahead with the ‘ma-
hajot’ idea, even the central lead-
ership was not excited about it.
The AICC establishment has not
been amused over Mr. Advani’s
endorsement of the idea.

The four leaders, therefore, felt
it necessary to assert the Con-
gress’ basic opposition to the BJP:
“The protection and preservation
of the secular, democratic, multi-
racial and muiticultural polity of
India is an article of faith for the
Congress party and it has been
committed to it since its very in-
ception. Any step, which dilutes
this commitment in any manner,
whatsoever shall not be accept-
able to the Congress party."”

1) electiony \put off

The statement by the CWC
members suggests that the pro-
Sonia Gandhi leaders are inclined
to give an ideological twist to the
internal restiveness. The post-
ponement of the organisational
elections is seen as an indirect ac-
knowledgement of this restive-
ness.

However, Mr. Mirdha, has ob-
served that he had received repre-
sentation from Bihar, West
Bengal, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh
for extending the enrollment peri-
od as these States were busy local
elections. Mr. Mirdha also con-
ceded that there was slow pro-
gress in enrollment of women
members, who are supposed to
get 33 per cent of all organisation-
al posts.

Mr. Rajesh Pilot, a CWC mem-
ber who a few days ago opted to
take a stand different from the
party president on the demand of
the Bihar Chief Minister’s resig-
nation, reacted cautiously to the
postponement of the elections.
He said, ““the central election au-
thority is an independent body,
and we all hope that it has taken
this decision_in he party’s inter-
est.”




BJP rebuts Sonia’s charge
on Constitution Téview

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: On a day when
Sonia Gandhi thundered against
“any change in the Constitution”
and the “malintentions” behind
the Vajpayee government’s consti-
tutional review exercise, the BJP
carried the controversy back to the
Congress by issuing a pamphlet
highlighting Indira Gandhi’s track
record in constitutional matters.

Earlier in the day, while address-
ing a rally on the occasion of B.R.
Ambedkar’s 109th birth anniver-
sary, Ms Gandhi had said the
Union government’s decision
about reviewing the Constitution
was a “conspiracy” to “finish”
democracy and “impose a commu-
nal and fascist government on the
country”.

“While the nation is celebrating
the golden jubilee of the
Constitution, they (the BIP) are
attacking it. It’s an insult to
Babasaheb and other framers of
our constitution,” she said, adding,
“We will never compromise with
the fundamental principles of the
Constitution —sarva, dharma and
sadbhav.”

She alleged that the BJP was
trying to create an atmosphere of
confusion and lawlessness to get
political mileage. “But we will not

tolerate any attempt to destroy the

constitution framed under the
“aegis of Mahatma' Gandhi,” she

declared.

In its riposte, the BJP ‘fact-sheet’
predictably contrasted the govern-
ment’s review exercise with the
“dark days” of the Emergency
when the first constitutional
review was undertaken to perpet-
uate Indira Gandhi’s rule. “We
want to strengthen fundamental
rights, the independence of the
judiciary, electoral reforms and the
rights of Dalits,” BJP general sec-
retary Venkaiah Naidu said. He
said that the Congress review pro-
duced by the Swaran Singh com-
mission in 1976 had dismantled the
democratic structure, suspending
all fundamental rights, including
the right to life.

He termed as “blatant lies” the
Congress contention that the
NDA government was trying “to
curtail the rights of Dalits and
Adivasis” by setting up the
Constitution Review Commission.
BJP senior vice-president Jana
Krishnamurthy, who is tipped to
be the next party president, said
the pamphlet was being issued “to
remind the Congress that it is liv-
ing in a glass house”.

BJP cadres would “go to every

basti” to explain to the’ people
what the fact-sheet contained, Mr
Krishnamurthy said, and warned
that by the time West Bengal,
Kerala,“Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh go to the polls in a year’s
time, “the Congress will find it has
lost its Dalit votes”.

Denying a “hidden agenda”
behind the constitutional review,
Mr Naidu said the review commis-
sion had been tasked only to study
and review the working of the
Constitution and to recommend
changes if any. The commission’s
report would be tabled in parlia-
ment and debated. Only those sug-
gestions that were voted in by two-
thirds of parliament would be
incorporated in the constitution.
“There is complete transparency.
Why does the Congress oppose
it?” Mr Naidu asked.

Referring to Sonia Gandhi’s
stand on “no changes in the basic
structure”, Mr Naidu cited Indira
Gandhi as saying, “We do not
accept the dogma of the basic
structure—the courts have invent-
ed it.” He also noted that of the 79
amendments so far, 69 were car-
ried out by Congress regimes at
the Centre— and of these 58 were
by Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

15 Arg 20y



‘Cong has nothing to do with B>’

\qg\ body, such as. Madhavrao Scindia,
Ahmed Patel, Rajesh Pilot and
Ghulam Nabi Azad, are telling her
AICC PRESIDENT Sonia Gandhi  that the Congress was talking only
this morning spoke to ABA Ghani  to Mamata Banerjee and would
Khan Chowdhurénover the tele-r—have nothing to do with the BJP.

4T, ondent
Salcutta, April 17 M A
X

phone. ,gq - \ )Hours after he talked to the

“During their convtrsation, [ast- AICC president, Chowdhury told
ing 20 minutes, Barkatda told
Sonia that some party leaders,
hand-in-glove with the CPI(M),
were hatching a conspiracy to scut-
tle the grand alliance. Sonia asked
the PCC chief to ensure that the
Congress remained intact,” a
Ghani Khan aide later said.

Party insiders here said some
CWC leaders were trying to con-
vince the AICC chief that the

/Bengﬂ Congress was working on
an undercover deal with the BJP.
But others in the policy-making

The Hindustan Times the machina-
Ghani-Sonia Talks

tions of State working-president
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi would
* never work. “He will never succeed
in unsettling the grand alliance.”
“They are playing up the BJP
bogey to upset the alliance.,” the
PCC president said. .
In a show of loyalty to the AICC,
Chowdhury has asked his- party-

:

men not to participate in an April
19 Trinamool Youth Congress
meeting, where State BJP Jeaders
too have been invited. “I am
repeating that the Congress will
have nothing to do with the BJP
and Mamata has accepted my con-
dition,” he said.

Reiterating the State unit’s
resolve to stand by the high com-
mand, PCC vice-president Pradip
Bhattacharyya said: “The Congress
will never deviate from the high
command’s directive. For no rea-
son, the BJP’s name is cropping up
repeatedly. This is being done to
split the State Congress.. CPI(M)
leaders are misleading the
Congress leaders. Who is H S
Surjeet to advise Sonia Gandhi? Is
he our headmaster?” .

See also report on Page 3/

/
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‘Cong plans panels to
monitor its State Govts

HT Correspondent \}(f\/ ordination panels' main task would
New Delhi, April 19 be to monitor implementation of

\ he party manifesto.

IN A step that is a tacit admission \ These committees would also
of the need to streamline party \ provide a forum for sorting out dif-
affairs in Delhi, the Congress high  ferences having a bearing on the
command has set up a high-pow- functioning of party regimes,
ered panel to co-ordinate action including demands for leadership
between the Sheila Dikshit change.

Government and the Pradesh On their part, the AICC

Congress Committee. spokespersons, Mrs Margaret Alva

Constituted in the wake of a pro-  and Mr Anil Shastri, said that co-
tracted dissident cam- ordination committees
paign aimed at the would also be estab-

Chief Minister's
removal, the institution
of the co-ordination
panel has obviated, at
least for the present,

lished in States such as
Pondicherry,
! Maharashtra and Bihar
where the Congress is
sharing power with

. the possibility of a lead- other parties.

ership change in Delhi. -1 The spokespersons
Apart from Central ' ‘| also announced the
leaders Prabha Rau and Sheila Dixit appointment of former

Madhavrao Scindia, the Karnataka MP B K
panel includes Ms Dixit and Hari Prasad as the chairman of the
Messrs Jag Parvesh Chandra, Congress Seva Dal in place of Mr
Subhash Chopra and Deep Chand  Suresh Pachouri.
Sharma. The latter had expressed his
Talking to reporters in her capac-  desire to step down from the post
ity as AICC general secretary in-  sometime back to concentrate on
charge of Delhi, Ms Rau said that Parliament work as the Congress
in consonance with past Congress deputy chief whip in the Rajya
practice, similar co-ordination Sabha.
panels would be set up for each  Mr Prahlad Yadav, a party leader
State where the party is in power.  from UP, would be the Seva
Ms Rau explained that the co-  chief organiser.

"
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lahajot continues\te/worry ‘Sonia

Cong chief directs aides Grand alliance shows
to keep tab on Ghant

HT Correspondent ]
New Delhi, April 20 13(s( \ N
ATV

Sonia Gandhi has directed

AICC officials in-charge of
West Bengal to ensure implemen-
tation of her decision to field can-
didates against the BJP in the
forthcoming local bodies' elections
in the Left-ruled State.

Well-placed party sources here
said that either of the CWC mem-
bers — Ms Prabha Rau or Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad (who had ear-
lier held charge of West Bengal) or
AICC secretary Pawan Bansal -
would be rushing to Calcutta in the
event of PCC chief A. B. A. Ghani
Khan Chaudhary not being able to
make it to Delhi.

The last date for filing nomina-
tions for the civic polls is April 26.

Mr Azad is also part of a three-
member AICC team the Congress
president has assigned to West
Bengal to probe cross-voting in the
recently-held Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. To some extent, the task of
these observers, including Messrs
R. K. Dhawan and Kamal Nath,
would overlap with the mission of
the second team.

The decision to set up candidates
against the BJP was formalised at a
meeting Mrs Gandhi had with
senior party colleagues yesterday.

CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Among those present on the occa-

jon were Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
Mr Priyaranjan Dasmunshi, Ms
Rau, Mr Azad and Mr Bansal.

Before the meeting, Mr Ghani
Khan had told Ms Rau in a tele-
phonic chat that his strategy was to
share seats with Ms Mamata
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress
alone.

However, the leadership's deci-
sion to dispatch central office-
bearers to the State betrays an ele-
ment of circumspection about the
PCC boss' inclination and ability to
enforce the party line in the face of
overwhelming support for the
‘Mahajot' idea.

Significantly, a section of the
local Cangress legislators joined a
Trinamool-BJP delegation which
called on the West Bengal
Governor in Calcutta today to con-
vey apprehensions about a CPI-M
rein of terror during the polls. The
development points to an exceed-
ingly fluid situation in the State
where, only yesterday, the PCC
had refused to join the NDA part-
ners' stir against the deteriorating
law and order situation.

On her part, Mrs Gandhi also
assured partymen from UP and
Bihar, who called on her today,
that nothing would be done In
West Bengal at the expense of the
party's commitment to secularism.

first sign of working

Arindam Sarkar
Calcutta, April 20

FOR THE first time, the ‘Mahajot’
solidarity surfaced in West Bengal
with a delegation comprising
MLAs and an MP of the
Trinamool Congress, the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
presented a joint deputation to
Governor Viren Shah here today
at Raj Bhavan.

“We will fight against the CPI
(M) perpetrated reign of terror in
Bengal together. And the Mahajot
partners have made the first move
in that direction," said chairman of
the Trinamool policy-making body
Pankaj Banerjee.

Congress leaders denied that the
all-party deputation was a devia-
tion from its earlier political stand
of not having any truck with the
BIP in the 'Mahajot'.
*Parliamentary and Assembly poli-
tics should not be mixed up. In the
past, the CPI (M), the BJP and
other Opposition parties have
unitedly attacked the Congress on
issues such as the Bofors scam, the
share scam and the Maruti scan-
dal,” Congress chief whip Abdul
Mannan said.

Mr Banerjee said that they had
drawn the Governor's attention
towards the deteriorating law and
order situation, rising political

murders in the districts and the
lathi-charge by the police against
the Trinamool workers at the
party's Trinamool Youth Congress
meeting yesterday.

“We have demanded the resigna-
tion of State Home Minister
Buddhadev Bhattacharya. The
democratic rights of the people are
being openly flouted by the CPI

(M) and ‘its administration,”
Trinamool MEF Jayanta
Bhattacharya said. "We have

requested the Governor to person-
ally look into the maladministra-
tion of the CPI (M), added
Congress MLA Shanker Singh.

Governor Viren Shahwas said to
have given a patient hearing to the
delegation and  reportedly
expressed shock when a blood-
soaked shirt of a Trinamoo] worker
wounded by the police iathi-charge
at the Trinamool Youth Congress
meeting yesterday was shown to
him.

"He also said that his sources
confirmed that Trinamoo; leader
Bikash Basu, who was recently
killed, was a good man and did not
have any enemies within the party.
It proves the Trinamool contention
that the CPI (M) is fabricating the

ily ifiplicatin,

claimed State
chief Paresh Pal.
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Swaraj Thapa ((V

NEW DELHI 26 APRIL
THE PROPOSAL within the
Congress to review its stand on
economic reforms by setting up a
high-powered committee, has hit
a roadblock with the chief archi-

tect of liberalisation, Dr
Manmohan Singh, declining to be
a part of the panel.

Dr Singh bhas been the origi-
nal architect of the reforms pro-
cess in India and the party’s waf-
fling on the issue is evidently dis-
tasteful. In the early years of
reforms, when faced with similar
objections from the anti-
reformists, Dr Manmohan Singh
had persevered. But most impor-
tantly, it was due to the unquali-
fied support he feceived from the
then Prime Minister, Mr
Narasimha Rao.

\
U In~the cur-

rent situation, Dr
Singh is unsure
of getting the
support of the
: | top leadership of
the party, which
Manmohan may have influ-
enced his decision. Moreover, he
is not convinced by the argument
of the party vocalists that
reforms are against the poor.
This will automatically mean a
tacit acknowledgement of the
opposite argument, that the pre-
reforms era was beneficial. Since
public records point to the con-
trary, the economist cannot pos-
sibly be equated with the new
stand.

In the new atmosphere of
populism too, Dr Singh, finds
himself strangely isolated. He

27 APR W

nmohan declines to@Mart
omic reforms panel

believes thathiff C A\decisions
have to be taken for the greater
good of the economy, but the
Congress party’s obsession with
shori-term populist measures
finds no echo within Dr
Manmohan Singh. He has also
been reportedly miffed by the
current exercise which, he
believes, is another way of criti-
cising his measures.

Sections in the party, thought
to be gunning for Dr Singh,
believe that fast pace reforms
was responsible for the steady
decline of the party’s fortunes
over the past decade. With the
NDA government swearing by
second generation reforms, party
leaders said there is a need to for-
mulate a definite pro-poor line on
economic reforms, different
from the BJP.

The Economic Time:




‘Cong, RJD close
to clinching deal

Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, March 2

IS ,)74\6

»#*HE CONGRESS and the Rashtriya Janaty Dal
appeared closer tonight to reaching an adcord

% on Government formation in Bihar, the exact
contours of which might become clearer tomorrow,
after Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s return here from Madhya
Pradesh.

“There is agreement by and Jarge on issues outlined
in our party manifesto,” a Congress
interlocutor remarked following two
rounds of discussions, lasting three
hours, with Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav. The
four-member negotiating team’s man-
date, he pointed out, was to undertake a
subject-specific dialogue, including the
demand for Jharkhand State.

During the bitterly-fought elections,

the RID had opposed the Congress’ and
other Opposition parties’ concept of
Jharkhand by mooting the idea of a
“greater Jharkhand”, encompassing
tribal-dominated areas in adjacent
States.
_ However, the Congress, while remaining steadfast in
its support for a smaller, relatively easily achievable
Jharkhand, isn’t unduly worried about the RJD stand.
It was pointed out that the majority in the just com-
posed House favoured carving out the new State from
within Bihar alone: “Any central legislation on the
subject will find the Assembly’s endorsement even
without the RID support...”

Out of compulsion or political expediency, Mr
Laloo Yadav is understood to have responded posi-

tively to most of the issues raised by his Congress’

counterparts. The ball, therefore, is now in the court
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Latoo Yadav

of Mrs Gandhi, who has to put her seal of approval on
the question of supporting the RID. In her capacity as
the party chief or through the collective CWC forum,
she also has to determine, if at all, the nature of the
Congress support.

The formula which eventually finds favour with the
High Command would have to reconcile the three
divergent views within the Congress at the Centre and
at the State-level. While a section of partymen remain
strongly opposed to any kind of truck with the RID,
the perceptions of the remaining range
from conditional support to participa-
tion in the Government. .

The Congress leadership’s exceedingly
cautious approach in the matter isn’t as
much a reflection of its trust in decen-
tralised decision-making as of the fears
of a split in the Bihar CLP. Perhaps for
this reason, it has been decided to con-
sult — before formalising the party’s
stand — other State leaders who are
expected to reach Delhi tomorrow.
Among them is Mr Ram Ashrey Prasad
Singh, the outgoing CLP leader who had
publicly opposed any support for the
RID soon after being defeated in the recent polls.

On his part, BPCC chief Sadanand Singh, whose
delayed arrival here allowed him to attend only the
second rounds of talks, appeared reconciled to back-
ing Mr Laloo Yadav’s party. “We are determined to
fight against corruption and misrule in Bihar. But
communalism is a bigger poison,” he said. The
Congress’ negotiating team included Dr Manmohan
Singh, Mr Madhavrao Scindia, Mr Pranab Mukherjee
and Ms Mohsina Kidwai. Significantly, the RJD chief
was assisted in the parleys by close friend anata
Dal (Secular) leader S.R. Bommai.



“Congess leaders blame Sonia
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NEW DELHI, March 3. — Senior {3
Congress leaders — “disgusted” with |§
the party leadership’s style of func- |
tioning — have started blaming th
Congress president, Mrs Sonia [§
Gandhi, and Congress Working '
Committee leaders for the situation in
Bihar.

Party leaders feel the central leader-
ship’s “inordinate delay” in announc-
ing support to RJD, despite having
committed itself to supporting the
%_ovemment, led to the present situa-
1011.

“When the decision needed to be
taken swiftly before the NDA could react, the
leaders chose to react in their own laid-back
style, which resulted in this mess,” a senior
party leader remarked.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi is being blamed for this. She

The last straw?

had gone to Khajuraho to watch a cul-
tural programme yesterday “when she
was needed in Delhi to finalise the
negotiations that the CWC members
had with Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav”.
The announcement of Congress sup-
| port to RJD, decided last night, was
delayed because central leaders await-
ed Mrs Gandhi'’s return to Delhi. i
‘Attitude problem’: Mr Laloo Prasad
B Yadav is “upset” with the Congress’
@ attitude. Mrs Sonia Gandhi did not
meet the RJD chief and the party top
brass failed to come up with a concrete
decision. Mr Laloo Yadav, sources dis-
closed, left Delhi “perturbed” over the
Congress high command’s “attitude”.
Blunder call: Senior party leaders say the deci-
sion to call Mr Yadav to Delhi for negotiations
was a strategic blunder. “It was necessary that

~_# See SONIA: page 6

SONIA: style of fisnctioning questioned

(Convtinued from page 1)

Mr Yadav stayed put in Patna
so the NDA could not arrange
defections,” a senior party
leader remarked. “Mr Yadav’s
absence from Patna made all
the difference and instead of
him being summoned here,
senior Congress leaders should
have gone to Patna to negoti-
ate.”

Style of functioning;
Congress leaders have started
questioning in private the
party leaders’ style of function-
ing. That many leaders were
not prepared to take the “fail-
ure” of the party lying down
was evident today as the

Deputy leader of the Congress
party in Lok #8abha, Mr

Madhavrao Scindia, and the

chief whip, Mr Priya Ranjan.

Das Munshi, were seen arguing
over the issue.

Mr Das Munshi told Mr
Scindia that “whatever political
momentum the Congress has
gathered over the RSS issue
during the past few days, you

"have managed to lose all of it”.

_Officially, however, the
Congress claimed the Bihar
PCC president, Mr Sadanand
Singh, had conveyed the par-
ty’s decision to support RJD to
the Governor over telephone
late last night. The party faxed
its letter of support to the
Governor at 1.30 p.m. today,
about two hours after the
Governor called Mr Nitish
Kumar to form the govern-

ment. ,

The Congress denied the
party leadership was waiting
for Mrs Sonia Gandhi to arrive
before annourcing the decision.
The CWC member, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, who — along with
Mr Scindia, Dr Manmohan
Singh and Mrs Mohsina
Kidwai — negotiated with Mr
Yadav yesterday, said: “We
were waiting for Bihar leaders
to come so that we could con-
vince them of our decision. Mr

Sadanand Singh came last.

night and others arrived today
morning.”

Mr Mukherjee clainséd the
RJD and Congrees combination
jeglly stronger than
e NDA and alleged

THE STATESMAN
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Governor called the NDA to
form the government facilitat-
ing horsetrading’. .

Asked why the Congress
delayed announcing its sup-
port, Mr Mukherjee explained
that the party had to wait till
Mr Yadav formally asked for
support. Besides, as the
Congress and the RJD fought
each other in the elections, a
commeon minimum programme
had to be arrived at before
deciding to support RJD.

Asked about claims by NDA
that the Congress split in
Bihar with around 10 MLAs
agreeing to support a govern-
ment led by , Mr




Sonia slams NDA’s

economic policies

‘Cong won't tolerate RSS cultural terrorism’

Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, March 6

CANA

ONGRESS PRESIDENT Sonia Gandhi has

widened the scope of her party's battle against

the BJP and its ideological fountain-head, the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), by mounting a
scathing attack on the NDA's economic policies
which, according to her, have come to pose a grave
challenge to India's economic sovereignty.

In her prepared speech at a huge anti-RSS rally at
the Ramlila Maidan here today, Mrs Gandhi devoted
as much attention to economic issues as to the Sangh's
"fascist” agenda, so manifest in. the
"cultural terrorism" the latter has |
unleashed on "progressive” writers |
and filmmakers. In the backdrop of
the withdrawal in (BJIP-ruled)
Gujarat of the ban on civil servants'
membership of the Sangh, she main-
tained that the move was aimed at
enslaving the bureaucracy to the
RSS mindset. "One cannot expect
justice from such Government ser-
vants,” she declared, simultaneously
accusing the Vajpayee dispensation
of alterations in school and college
curricula towards fulfilment of the
Sangh's objective of spreading hate
and causing disaffection among the
younger generation.

terror tactics.

colonisation.

onto the RSS.

Sonia-speak

e Hardcore RSS members in
the Union Cabinet should
clarify stand on the Sangh’s

& BIJP allies more -concerned
about retaining power than |
fighting communalism.

@ Government policies would
convert India into a market-
place for foreign goods, push
the country towards economic

e Gujarat Government order
meant to co-opt civil servants

more than obvious that their sole motivation is to cling
on to power." However, from the crowd response to
Mrs Gandhi's address, it was evident that the NDA's
Budget 2000-2001 had greater potential for unleash-
ing public forces the ruling alliance might find difficult
to contain.

"Their budgetary proposals are an attack on the
poor, the farm sector and the middle-classes. They will
convert our country into a marketplace for foreign
goods. Can there be a greater economic slavery?,"
quizzed Mrs Gandhi, flaying the Government's deci-
sion to lift quantitative restrictions on import of 1,500
items, including agricultural produce.

Clearly anxious to impart an eco-
nomic dimension to the Congress'
fight against the BJP-RSS, she
alleged: "All this is the handiwork of
those who talk about swadeshi and
claim to be better nationalists than
1 others."

A mix of both urban and rural pop-
ulation, the audience lauded Mrs
Gandhi as she spoke of the urea
price hike, reduced interest on prov-
ident fund, sugar imports (since dis-
continued) from Pakistan and the
post-LS poll increase in diesel price.

Conscious of the Sangh Parivar's
tactics of bringing about religious
polarisation by misrepresenting the
secularists' concerns for minorities,

Upon briefly tracing the RSS' 75-
year-old track-record, notably -its “negative and
destructive” role during the freedom struggle, Mrs
Gandhi said the Union Cabinet of the day included
ministers who atre hard-core RSS members: "Before
taking oath under the Constitution, they had sworn
allegiance to the Sangh's communal ideology. The
country has a right to know, whether they accept the
RSS' agenda of terror; whether they want to continue
committing atrocities on the minorities?"

Equally blunt was the Congress president’s poser to
the BJP's allies in the NDA. "Do they accept the saf-
fron party's communal agenda," she asked, adding: "Its

she made it a point to clarify that the
Congress' battle was against the politics of discrimina-
tion, against social injustice and atrocities of all
kind. "Our concerns for other sections of the society
are no less than our concerns for the minorities," she
said.

“The world knows that the man who killed the

-Mahatma was a member of the RSS," she observed,

adding: "The BJP and its precursor, the Jana Sangh,
were established by the Sangh. They are wearin|
masks to hide the truth... They have even started ques-
tioning the Constitution which Gandhi inspired and
Ambedkar authored."
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“CWC defers

- 2
By Our Special Corresponden% 19 I\nenkat O}Of the Congress(I)-RJD

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11. The Con-
gress(l) Working Committee to-
day deferred for a few days a
decision on whether or not to par-
ticipate in the Rabri Devi Govern-
ment in Bihar, though the
indications are that eventually the
party would decide to be “inside
Laloo Prasad’s tent” in the hope
of using its presence in the State
Government as a leverage in fa-
vour of “development”’. Mrs. So-
nia Gandhi is said to have had a
telephonic chat with Mr. Laloo
Prasad Yadav last night.

The party’s highest decision-
making body heard in defail from
Mrs. Mohsina Kidwai, general
secretaty in charge of Bihar, and
who had been camping in Patna
for the last few days. Mrs. Kidwai
reported the efforts needed to be
made to keep the Congress(l) leg-
islative flock together, and ex-
pressed satisfaction that even
Mrs. Veena Sahi, a die-hard oppo-
nent of Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav,
joined yesterday’s walk-out in the
Bihar Assembly. Mrs. Kidwai, in
turn, was complimented by many
members for a job well done.

The inclination in the AICC es-
tablishment is that it would be
worthwhile for the party to insist
on a sincere and vigorous imple-

commgdn minimum programme;
however, the absence today of
two most technically- competent
members, Dr. Manmohan Singh
and Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, pre-
vented a detailed discussion on
mechanics of the Congress insist-
ence on development. One idea
before the leadership is to consti-
tute a high-powered task force of
technocrats/administrators  to
help the Bihar Government steer
its energy towards the much-ne-
glected task of development.

Otherwise, there was a general
sense of satisfaction that the party
had done well on Bihar as well as
on the RSS issue; the refrain in
various presentations, began as
usual by Mr. R. K. Dhawan, was to
compliment Mrs. Sonia Gandhi
on her political sagacity, as evi-
dent in her remarks at the March
6 rally in Delhi. In her opening
remarks, Mrs, Gandhi herself was
more expansive than usual.

It was also decided that the
Congress should also take up the
question of price rise, and in par-
ticular launch an agitation, if nec-
essary, to force the Vajpayee |
Government to roll back the hike
in urea prices.Many a CWC mem-
ber wanted the party to link the
anti- RSS secular line with con-
cerns of the poor.
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<\ Cong. to join Bihar Govt. ,

By Our Special zforrespondent

NEW DELH!, MARCH 13. The Con-
gress(l) has decided to join the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) Gov-
ernment in Bihar, arguing that it
could “try to provide better gov-
ernance”’ by doing so. The Com-
mon Minimum  Programme
(CMP), agreed upon earlier,
would be the basis of coopera-
tion. A coordination committee
wouldmonitor the implementa-
tion of the CMP.

The Congress(l) Working Com-
mittee met this evening and took
these decision. Mr. Pranab Muk-
herjee, CWC member, said later
that the decision was unanimous.
Mrs. Mohsina Kidwai, AICC gen-
eral secretary in charge of Bihar,
and Mr. Ajit Jogi have been au-
thorised to discuss the issue of
portfolios with the RJD.

Mr. Mukherjee was asked if to-
day’s decision meant that the
Congress(I) was changing the
party line set out in the Pachmar-
hi Declaration. Denying this, he
said that coalitions sometimes
became ‘‘inevitable”, as in this
case, when the people’s verdict
was fractured. The Congress(l)

had already formed a coalition
government in Maharashtra.

At a previous CWC meeting, a
number of members had ex-
pressed reservations on even sup-
porting the RJD, arguing that it
was more important to stand
alone and build the party. Mr.
Mukherjee justified the decision
to join the government. “‘By sup-
porting from outside, we would
get the flak and would not be able
to influence the decision-making
process. We would be at the re-
ceiving end.”

The CMP, drawn up on March 2
by the RJD president, Mr. Laloo
Prasad Yadav, and senior Con-
gress() leaders, has eight points,
seven of which are directed to-
wards good administration and
governance. The eighth is on the
controversial Jharkhand issue and
states that the Congress(l) will
continue to agitate for the cre-
ation of Jharkhand and to “per-
suade” the RJD to find an
amicable solution to the matter.

The Congress(l)’s election
manifesto had promised an in-
quiry into allegations of corrup-
tion against the former RJD

Government. Saying that th
ty had not got the mandate to
and so could not implemend its
programmes in totality, Mr. M
herjee pointed out that the very
first point in the CMP was to take
steps to provide a corruption-free
administration,

Congress plans cut
motions on subsidies

PTI reports:

The Congress(l) today decided
to propose cut motions on the
subsidies proposed in the budget
on rice sold through ration shops,
an issue on which the Govern-
ment has come under pressure
from allies. The Congress Parlia-
mentary Party (CPP), which met
here this morning, decided to
bring cut motions on reduction in
subsidies on PDS rice, the Con-
gress Chief Whip, Mr. Priyaranjan
Dasmunshi, told reporters here.

The CWC at its meeting here on
Saturday decided to take on the '
Government on the issue outside
Parliament by launching a na-
tionwide agitation against the de-
cision on subsidies cut in “larger

interests” of the commov

v 4
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| Saugata quits
post, turns

heat on Atish
10 I 2 (¢

STA}ES AN NEWS SERVICE o

CALCUTTA, March 30—
Mr Saugata Roy today
resigned as the deputy leader
of the Congress Legislature
Party, owning “partial moral
responsibility” for the defeat
of the party’s nominee in yes-
terday’s Rajya Sabha polls.

Cross-voting by at least 26
Congress MLAs caused the
defeat and helped the
. Trinamul-backed Indepen-
dent candidate, tg bag the
seat. 2N

Following the rdvolt against
the high commpnd by t
Somen Mitra faction, the ~
CLP has become the vortex
of intrigues. ‘

Mr Roy’s resignation is seen
as a move to armtwist the
CLP leader, Mr Atish Sinha,
to resign.

Mr Roy said some party
MLAs felt Mr Sinha should
resign owning moral respon-
gibility “as Mr Somen Mitra
did as PCC chief after the
party’s debacle in 1998”. He
said there was a definite lack
of effort on part of the CLP
leader to motivate party
MLAS to vote for the official
candidate.

“Why should I?” retorted
Mr Sinha. “I was elected by a
majority of party MLAs. If
they want me to step down, I
would definitely do so.”

Mr Sultan Ahmed, a Somen
Mitra loyalist, said those
who had misguided Mrs
Sonia Gandhi and ignored
the ground reality should
resign, not the CLP leader.

Mr Siddhartha Shankar
Ray said yesterday’s develop-
ment had saddened him. “If
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s advisers
are rootless and clueless, her
decisions are bound to be
controversial.”

He welcomed Miss Mamata
| Banerjee’s call for a “grand
" alliance” and felt Mr Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi and Mr
Somen Mitra should sit
together and hail the new
development.

“l want Sonia Gandhi to
succeed. But a party in a
democracy can function prop-
erly only if its internal
processes are democratic,” he
‘| said, adding that the central
leadership should let the
state unit decide its own
course of action.
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/v Just unlike her father

/‘I\‘Q;\A}J\eira Kurhar may yet rue her
kﬁ?\\ gcision to leave the Congress,
writes MOHAN SAHAY

HE quit Congpess, like
Sfather did but unlike
Jagjivan Ram, Meira
Kumar seems o have no obvi-
cus next step. Jagjivan Ram left
Congress almost 33 years ago,
on the eve of the 1977 general
elections. He formed a new
party, Congress for Democracy,
which contributed handsomely
to Indira Gandhi's defeat in the

1977 elections.

But even if Indira's daughter-
in-law is not distraught at
Jagjivan's daughter leaving the
party. Sonia should be aware
that Meira's departure means
the the Congress has lost a Dalit
face in the caste-ridden body
politic of northern India.

This stands despite the fact
that Meira Kumar's contribu-
tion to the Congress during her
14 vears association with it is
not significant. For one, she has
abandoned her home state
Bihar for all practical purposes -
. the one commonality between
father and daughter.

Jagjivan Ram, a minister in
three governments, did little for
his home state or even central
Bihar. During Ram's funeral, in
1986 in his native village
Chandwa, VVIPs, including the
then president Zail Singh and
the then prime minister, Rajiv
Gandhi, paid their respects in
an archetypal poor Indian vil-
lage. That rainy Sunday in July,
the contrast between Ram's
magnificent white building in
his village and the surrounding
muddy squalor had taken on a
special meaning -- here was a
leader of the poor who had total-
ly abandoned them.

Not surprisingly, daughter
Meira insisted on, and succeed-
ed in, building a memorial in far
off Delhi. The samadhi stands
near Raj Ghat, known, with
gross political correctness, as &
Samta Sthal.

Meira herself had joined poli-
tics only months before her
father's death. She quit a career
in Indian Foreign Service at
Ram's insistence. His som,
Suresh Ram, had died young
and in circumstances less-than-
savoury. The political legacy
had to fall on the daughter.

She joined the Congress as her
father had rejoined the party
after the post-1977 experiment
and its clone, Congress (J), was
thrown aside by a resurgent
Congress. But she never did
become a leader.

Still, as political calculations
stand now, she could be useful
to parties seeking a Dalit stamp
with a bit of history. In theory at
any rate, the BJP can use her in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Delhi. Samata could use her
to counter Paswan in Bihar and
Mulayam Singh Yadav, to do
the sane to Mayavati in UP.

Meira's sub-caste identity is
that of a Chamar, the same as
Mayawati, but different from
Dushads, the clan Paswan hails
from. Chamars are generally

R

said to be ahead of Dushads in
education, employment and
social mobility.
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That description would fit

Meira perfectly. But a Western
education never guaranteed
anyone a place under the Indian
political sun. Jagjivan Ram’s
daughter may yet be ruing her
decision to leave Congress.

The author is on the staff of The
Statesman, New Delhi



ONGRESS Yontihues to find itself beyond the pale of polit-
ical thought in the country — caste, religion, region. It has
no alternative to offer, except a name whose efficacy and polit-
ical judgement are in serious question among sections of the
party rank and file. This is confirmed with the departure of
Meira Kumar, chairman of the party’s SC/ST cell and one of |
the few prominent Dalits with a mass support base in the
party. She cites sycophancy as the principal reason for her
action, clearly referring to the preponderant influence that a
group of people exercise over the actions of the leader. As a |
phenomenon, this is not new in the party. Everyone remem-
bers DK Barooah, and ND Tewari and Arjun Singh are still
around. Only, things were different before. Indira Gandhi had
an independent relationship with the masses and a shrewd
understanding of political realities — she did not need inter-
mediaries to point her. Meira is right when she says that
Sonia Gandhi has been pointed in the wrong direction on sev-
eral occasions, notably during the no-confidence motion that
brought down the last Vajpayee government and which even
the Antony Committee report cited as one of the main reasons
for the party’s debacle in the general elections which ensued.
There is an impression that the party lacks stalwarts, that
the organisation is being run by lightweights, that the only
visible leader is Sonia herself and that she is no leader. Even
under Rajiv Gandhi there was a second rung of leadership
who could work their constituencies effectively. Ambika Soni
says the Congress is in power in nine states. True. But four of
them were won in a moment of mass disenchantment with the
Central Government and also because Sonia Gandhi still
retained some appeal as an apolitical person. SM Krishna is
chief minister of Karnataka almost by default. It 1s only in -
Maharashtra that the Congress can say it stood its ground
against Sharad Pawar and the BJP-Shiv Sena combine. In ¢

| Orissa, the party is in a shambles, not only because of post-

cyclone ineptitude, but also because of rampant factionalism,
while in Bihar the party makes confident noises but is side-
lined in the confrontation between the RJD and the NDA,
with the CPI-CPI-ML positioning itself for a chunk of the left-

. overs. Ambika says the party is better off than it was in

December 1997. Sonia Gandhi is better than Sitaram Kesri; it
should make party workers feel good to know that.

Meira seems to suggest the party is losing its grip over mass
politics and she squarely blames the party president and her
greenhorn advisors for the state of affairs. One notices that
Sonia is trying to restructure the organisation and introduce a
professional tone into political thinking within the party — all
sorts of experts keep producing working policy documents —
but she cannot synthesise “modernisation”, with the way
power is acquired in the field. If the latter domain is left to
“sycophants” and it shows, more people will leave.

THE STATESMAN
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Sangma determined to' S

aise foreign

New Delhi, February 14 \X\

J CONSTITUTION REVIEW com-
mittec member Purno A Sangma
today made it clear that the newly-
formed committee is free to dis-
cuss the issue of person of foreign
origin holding high office as it did
not come under the purview of the
basic structure of the Constitution.

Mr Sangma, who is spearheading

a campaign against persons of for-
‘eign origin holding high offices
quit the Congress on this issue,
ressed his determination to
rhise this issue at the committee

i This would only

trengthen the parliamentary

emocracy, he said.

Mr Sangma explained that be

had been included in the commit-

tee as an individual and not as a

person belonging to a political

party. He said when Prime

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

invited him to be on the commit-

tee, he accepted it as a national
duty. His being.a Christian tribal
hailing from the>North-East and
former Lok Sabha ‘Speaker were
the main reasons citecvhy him for
his induction in the committee,
Replying to a question, h& said
that a fixed term for Lok Sabha
was not the sole criterion for sta-
bility. The experiment of coalition
politics and other issues could be
brought before the cammittee for

~y

critical appraisal,
interview.

To a question wha\ other major
areas were likely come up
before the commissidp, Sangma
said powers under Artiele 356 for
dismissal of a state government,
devolution of financial powers to
states, electoral reforms with spe-
cial emphasis on anti-defection
laws, uplift of Scheduled Castes
and Tribes and more privileges to
people's representatives could be
on the agenda.

On the stability of a government,
the former Lok Sabha Speaker
said several Scandinavian coun-
tries had no provision in their con-
stitutions for  no-confidence
motions and the government could
be dislodged only after Parliament
elected a new prime minister.

"We will study the constitutions
of various countries before the
commission finalises its recom-
mendations", he said, adding "I will
approach this issue with an open
mind".

The commission's report will be
placed before Parliament before
the commission finalises its recom-
mendations, he said, for a debate
and only the highest legislative
forum could decide about the pos-
sible changes in the Constitution,
he said.

Asked what changes were need-
ed to uplift the condition of tribals

\'HEHINDUSTANTm
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origin issue

of North-East, he said that his

- approach would not be "sectarian”

and he would like special attention
given to the people belonging to
Scheduled Castes and Tribes.

Pointing out that of the total allo-
cation of Rs 1.20 lakh crores for
tribal sub-plan in the eighth Plan, a
mere fraction of it was spent, he
said somebody has to be account-
able for such a big lapse.

Sangma said he would like the
commission to make specific rec-
ommendation on the size of a min-
istry which he felt should not
exceed more than 10 per cent of
the strength of legislative bodies.

He pointed out that in some
states particularly in the North-
East, the size of ministry had been
more than 50 per cent of the
strength of the legislature.

"In such a situation, the legisia-
ture becomes accountable to exec-
utive when it should be the other
way round"”, he remarked.

On the possibility of his return to
Congress party, Sangma said,
"There is no question of going back
to that party".

"Congress has reached a satura-
tion point. People are unhappy
with the existing organisations and
their leadership,” Sangma said.

On the prospects of the Congress
in the assembly polls in four states,
he said that the Congress was\Jike-
ly to get a drubbing. (Agerigies)



/ Cong, BJP war of words;;er agenda

‘Statute panel in

“»Sonia storm

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 14: The Con-
stitution review panel an-
nounced by the government
yesterday has ignited a row be-
tween the BJP and the Con-
gress, which alleged that the
sole purpose of the exercise
was to “target” its president
Sonia Gandhi.

“Most members of the panel
are known to be anti-Congress,
they have no locus standi apart
from the fact that they are emi-
nently anti-Nehru-Gandhi fami-
1y people,” Congress leader P.
Shiv Shankar said. Sonia, on the
campaign trail in Bihar, also de-
nounced the review proposal.

But BJP spokesman Venkaiah
Naidu defended the composition
of the panel, saying its members
were “known for their balance,
competence, erudition and in-
tegrity”. He added: “We need a re-
view committee and we have the
best people for it.”

The Congress’ main objection
stems from the fact that people
known to be opposed to Sonia and
those that want a clause against
people of foreign origin inserted
in the Constitution — P. A. Sang-
ma for instance — have been in-
cluded in the panel. They perceive
it as a committee created essen-

G\
tially to hit out at Sonia. )

Besides Sangma, two mem-
bers on the panel are known for
their strong stand on the foreign
origin issue. They had opposed
the entry of Sonia into public life,
her takeover of the party, her deci-
sion to contest elections and the
move to position herself for the
Prime Minister’s post.

Though Naidu claimed that
the review exercise was transpar-
ent and there was no “directive”
to the committee, Sangma de-
clared within hours of his ap-
pointment that he would take up
the “foreigner” issue. “My views
on this issue are well known. I am
committed to it and I will take it
up at the commission,” he said.

Sangma recalled that he had
quit the Congress last year on this
question. But his party leader, Sh-
arad Pawar, said he had reserva-
tions about Sangma’s inclusion.

Another panel member, Sumi-
tra Kulkarni, parted company
with the Congress last year to
protest against a “foreigner”
heading the party and joined the
BJP She was welcomed with open
arms for being Mahatma Gand-
hi’s granddaughter, an attribute
the party calculated would offset
the charge of the RSS’ hand in the
assassination of Gandhi. Sub-
hash Kashyap, former Lok Sabha
secretary-general, has expressed

THE TELEGRAPH
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views on cofstitutional matters
consistent with that of the BJP.

Attorney-general Soli Sorab-
jee had opposed the dismissal of
the Madhya Pradesh and Hi-
machal Pradesh governments
after the Babri demolition.

Observers believe that while it
is difficult for the BJP to translate
the panel’s recommendations into
law, it would make the report the
basis for a nation-wide debate on
the need for revising the statute.

Naidu said there were two
areas which would merit close ex-
amination: strengthening the
panchayati system and ensuring
stability through a fixed five-year
term at the Centre and in states.
Ironically, the BJP itself had resis-
ted the Panchayati Raj Act intro-
duced by Rajiv Gandhi on
grounds that it would curtail the
powers of the states.

Sorabjee priorities

The panel would consider en-
largement of fundamental rights
by including freedom of press,
right to privacy, education andfor-
eign travel, Sorabjee told PTIL. As-
serting that there were glaring
shortcomings in the working of
the Constitution, he said the re-
view would cover the failure of
the anti-defection law an d mis-
use of Article 356.

W More reports on Page 6
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 4V

NEW DELHI, Feb. 24. — After
the Congress’s adjournment
motion on the Gujarat-RSS
controversy was denied admis-
sion, a combined Opposition
~ stalled both Houses of parlia-
ment today and promised to
resume the battle tomorrow.
The Opposition twice forced
adjournments in the Lok Sa-
bha demanding the Speaker
accept the motion to discuss
the Gujarat government order
lifting the ban on state staff
taking part in RSS activities.
As NDA members sat tight,
agitated Opposition members
demanded a ban on the RSS.
Later, when the matter was
referred to a business advisory
committee meeting in the
Speaker’s chamber, all Opposi-
tion MPs walked out of that

CONG ON RLY BUDGET

NEW DELHI, Feb. 24. —
Opposition parties will dis-
rupt Parliament’s proceed-
ings tomorrow. Will the
Congress boycott the railway
budget too? Mr Madhavrao
Scindia said: “That will be
decided at the CPP executive
meeting tomorrow.” — SNS

meeting alleging they weren’t
being heard.

The Rajya Sabha too was
stalled and adjourned on the
same issue; the Congress alleg-
ing non-cooperation from the
Chair and protesting that
dempcracy was being stifled.

In the Lok Sabha, the Speak-

er didn't give his ruling on the

Opposition’s notices asking
that question hour be suspend-

stalls Houses

ed and an adjournment motion
on Gujarat’s order be taken up.
RJD and Samajwadi Party
members rushed to the well
and forced adjournment of the
House. In the afternoon ses-
sion, though, the Speaker man-
aged to get some business con-
ducted, including the tabling of
the Kargil report, before ad-
journing the House for the day.
Mrs Sonia Gandhi led a
Congress team to the Speaker
demanding why no ruling had
come on the notices. Mr Bala-
yogi said the matter would be
taken up by the BAC. At the
BAC meeting, the BJP mem-
bers apparently stalled the
move to admit the adjournment
motion, leading to a walkout.
The Congress’s deputy leader
in Lok Sabha, Mr Madhavrao

N See RSS: page 8

§ ———

VRSS: 4P

(Contjinued from page 1)

Scindia, aid: “We don’t even
know what\the ruling is. In a
parliamentaky democracy, the
Opposition is.always given an
opportunity to express its
views. We felt that our voice
was being stifled.

“The atmosphere at the BAC
}l\eeting was not conducive to
discussion. The ruling party
was not relenting.”

In the Rajya Sabha, the oath
taken by Mrs Ambika Soni
(Cong) was the only item on
the ggenda paper that was
translated into activity.

Insisting that the House bhe
ed of the format and
scheflule of a discussion on the
Gujarat-RSS issue, the Oppo-
sitipn forced an early adjourn-
mgént for the day after having
edrlier ensured that Question
our gets scrapped despite the
airman’s refusal to accept a
ormal move towards this.

The moment Mrs Soni com-
pleted her oath, the leader of
the Opposition said he had
given notice of a motion to sus-
pend Question Hour for an im-
mediate discussion on “the fail-
ure of the government to pro-
tect secularism by not prevail-
ing upon Gujarat government
to withdraw the circular”.

TME STATESMAN
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Stressing the role ot the civil
service in administering the
country and implementing the
Constitution, Dr Manmohan
Singh recalled that debates in
the Constituent Assembly and
Sardar Patel had emphasised
the importance of a service |
that was politically neutral.

Gujarat’s move had “grave
implications”, the administra-
tion would not be able to func-
tion impartially,” he said.

Rejecting this, the leader of
the House, Mr Jaswant Singh,
said the government was not
shy of discussing the matter in
an appropriate manner. There
were methods by which consti-
tutional and political issues
could be raised. He maintained
this was “a feeble attempt” by
the Congress to pre-empt the
embarrassment it would suffer
when the results of the
Assembly polls are declared.

The RSS issue isn’t important
enough to warrant suspension
of Question Hour, Mr Singh
contended. A question on the
IC-814 hijack was being sacri-
ficed, the Opposition was
“holding the House to ransom
on an amorphous issue pulled
lout of the air”.

The chairman didn’t allow Dr
ﬁ‘ingh to formally move the

otion.
' He recalled that a unanimous
résolution of the House during
the special session in August
1997 had held Question Hour
inviolate.



_Sonia leads Cong.(l) protest

By Our Special Correspondent \/\Q

NEW DELHI, FEB, 24. The Congress(l)
president and Leader of the Op-

position, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, today

led her party MPs in staging a
dharna near the statue of the Ma-
hatma in the Parliament House
complex to protest the Gujarat or-
der, lifting the ban on Govern-
ment employees participating in
RSS activities.

This is first time Ms. Gandhi has
lent her presence to such a pro-
test. She was joined by both se-
nior and junior leaders, who
raised slogans against the BJP-led
Government, at the Centre and in
Gujarat.

Among those who joined the
protest were the Congress(l) dep-
uty leader in the Lok Sabha, Mr.

Madhavrao Scindia, the Leader of

the Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Mr.
Ahmed Patel, Mr. K. Karunakaran,
Mr. Rajesh Pilot, Mr. Jitendra Pra-
sada, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, Mr.
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mr. Jitendra
Prasada and Mr. N.D. Tiwari.
Earlier, addressing the custom-
ary general body meeting of the
Congress(l) Parliamentary Party,
Ms. Gandhi exhorted her MPs to
raise their voice against the Vaj-
payee Government, which was
pursuing ‘real agenda of the
RSS”. Citing the controversial
Gujarat order, the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister’'s provocative
statements on Ayodhya, “cultural
terrorism unleashed in Varanasi”
and the packaging of academic
institutions with “persons of a
particular ~ persuasion”,  Ms.
Gandhi observed that the Con-
gress(I) was not surprised at the
unraveling of this hidden agenda.
Nonetheless, she addressed

v\ ;Y

The Congress(l) president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, along with
party MPs staging a dhama inside Parllament House
complex in New Delhi on Thursday, in protest against the
Gujarat Government’s decision on the RSS issue. — PT

herself to the BJP’s allies, saying,
“Although it must come as a sal-
utary lesson to those who seek to
sanitise the role of the BJP in the
NDA by promoting the pretense
that it is the National Agenda for
Governance which is at the heart
of the BJP’s objectives, not the
agenda set in Nagpur, let those
who wish to be misled be misled.

HINDU
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The Congress(l) will not be.”
The Congress(l) president ex-
horted partymen to use Parlia-
ment to fight out and expose “the
misdeeds of this Government’.
The protest within Parliament
would be combined with struggle
“out on the streets”, she said.
Gujarat suspensions

revoked: Pagy/

N
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By Our Special Correspondent

I, FEB. 25. As passions continued to run high
over the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh controversy,
ParliameNt today witnessed noisy scenes for the sec-
ive day with the Rajya Sabha adjourning
without doing any business and the entire Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha walking out protesting the
Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi’s decision to disallow
an adjournment motion.

He ruled that the issue was important enough to
merit a discussion, which could be held on Monday,
but not in the form of an adjournment motion. He
did “not consider it appropriate to adjourn the en-
tire business for this Purpose.” On Thursday, too he
had disallowed the motion triggering daylong pro-
tests. The ruling today came after an hour-long im-
promptu debate during which the Opposition
condemned the Gujarat Government’s decision to
allow its staff to join the RSS saying it would ““com-
munalise’’ the civil service and destroy its “‘neutral-
ity

The adjournment motion, it said, was intended to
“censure”’ the Vajpayee Government for its “failure”
to check the Gujarat Government: a charge the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, denied con-
tending that the Centre had nothing to do with the
decision which was entirely a State matter.

The Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, ar-
gued that a State Government's decision could not
become a subject of an adjournment motion in Par-
liament, as under the rules such a motion applied to
a “‘specific subject involving the responsibility of the
Government of India.” In this case, the Government
of India did not come into the picture. The issue
related to a State government, and the Centre had
no jurisdiction. The Government, however, was pre-
pared for a discussion.

As soon as the House met this morning, the Depu-
ty Leader of the Congress(l), Mr. Madhavrao Scindia,
demanded the suspension of question hour and dis-
cussion on his party’s adjournment motion. The
Speaker said he was not allowing the adjournment
motion but would allow members to speak.

RSS ‘spreading poison’

Mr. Scindia accused the RSS of “spreading poi-
son” and said the Vajpayee Government was ab-
dicating its responsibility by choosing to be a “mute
spectator’”’ considering that it had the authority to
intervene. This, he pointed out, showed that the
Government had a “hidden agenda” and the Guj-
arat Government's action was only a “trial balloon.”

Questioning the Government’s stand that it could
not intervene in a State matter, Mr. Scindia said that
under Article 256 and 257 (1), the Centre could give
directions to a State if it was found to be acting
contrary to the constitutional mandate. The Gujarat
Goverpment’s action in allowing its gmployees to

" Passions run high in
. Parliament over RSS issue

4

join the RSS was a fit case for Central intervention.

Mr. Advani, however, rejected the argument say-
ing the Home Ministry had already examined the
issue and found that according to the Sarkaria Com-
rission’s recommendations, these two Articles ap-
plied only to situations where the State executive
impeded the enforcement of Central authority.

There were no chinks in the Opposition as it took
on the Vajpayee Government. Mr. P. A. Sangma, set-
ting aside his party’s differences with the Congress
(i), came out strongly in support the adjournment
motion arguing that allowing Government employ-
ees to join the RSS was a “dangerous” step as it
would politicise them. Others who wanted the Cen-
tre “censured” included Mr. Somnath Chatterjee
(CPI-M), Ms. Geeta Mukherjee (CPI), Mr. Mulayam |
Singh Yadav (Samajwadi Party), Ms. Mayawati
(BSP), Mr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh (RJD) and Mr.
G. M. Banatwala (Muslim League).

Uproar in Rajya Sabha

In the Rajya Sabha, the Leader of the Opposition
Dr. Manmchan Singh, was on his feet immediately
after the House met seeking suspension of the ques-
tion hour.

. The Chairman, Mr. Krishna Kant, reminded the
Opposition benches the resolution adopted by spe-
cial session of Parliament to coincide with the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of the Independence about
the inviolability of question hour.

However, the opposition members argued that
the issue they had raised was very serious with re-
percussions on upholding of the Constitution and
the rule of law and they were justified in demanding
suspension of question hour.The External Affairs
Minister and the Leader of the House, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, sought to make light of the issue by stating
that it was a feeble attempt by the Opposition to
cover up for the imminent defeat in the Assembly
elections to the four States where the results are
expected tfomorrow.

Countering the Minister’s statement, Mr. Gurudas
Das Gupta (CPI) said the permission accorded by
the Gujarat Government to its employees to partici-
pate in RSS activities was not an election issue and
there had been instances of parties with bigger ma-
jorities losing Assembly elections. As the wrangling
continued, the Chairman adjourned the House till
lunch. It was action replay in the post-lunch session.
The only difference was the Opposition was insisting
on an immediate ruling on their motion for a short-
duration discussion. They refused to participate in
the proceedings pending a ruling on the admissib-
ility of the motion.

The Government and the Opposition were divided
on the wording of the motion which read “RSS
whose basic philosophy runs counter to the letter
and spirit of the Indian Constitution”. The Deputy
Chairman, Mrs. Najma Heptullah, adjourned the
House till tomorrow morning. .
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_-Sonia stripped of
Indira centre posts

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE éf\ \ A \ l

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8. — The Centre today r(lonstituted the
Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts and removed Mrs Sonia
Gandhi as its life president and life trustee.

She will, however, remain an ordinary trustee and continue as
president till a new replacement is ele ted by the reconstituted
board of trustees. _ b‘ e T

By annulling the amendments’to the original deed of trust, the
Centre has once again made IGNCA a government trust.

The Vajpayee government decided to treat the amendments to

the deed of trust, brought about by Mrs Gandhi in May 1995
which was approved by the Narasimha Rao government, as non-
est describing the whole exercise as ultra vires since it changed
the basic character of the trust and was as such “liable to be
ignored”. :

Today’s government decision restored the centre’s original char-
acter, said Mr Ananth Kumar, culture and youth affairs minister.
The President, removed as visitor to the centre by the amend-
ments, now returns with the power to set up review committees to
assess its functioning.

Mr Kumar also announced the nomination of 15 trustees that
includes Mr R Venkataraman. The latter had resigned from the
IGNCA in protest against its privatisation.

The IGNCA has provision for 19 trustees plus a member secre-
tary. The four trustees retained are Mrs Sonia Gandhi whose
term of 10 years ends on 31 October 2000, Mr Narasimha Rao,
Prof Yash Pal and Mr Abid Hussain. Dr NR Shetty, former
Bangalore University V-C, has been appointed member secretary
for three years.

Mr Kumar said the government has taken this step to restore

- IGNCA’s public character after obtaining legal opinion.

There was no reaction either from 10 Janpath or the Congress

on the government’s decision, adds PTL.
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A. R. Kidwai™
among Cong.
nominees for RS

By O ‘Specia] Corresr;ondent

it FUR

NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. The Congress(I)
leaders,} Dr. Karan Singh, Mrs.
Ambica Soni and Mr. A, R. Kidwai,
are set to be elected unopposed to
the Rajya Sabha from Delhi as no
other nominations were filed on
the last day today. The Congress
(I) president, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi,
cleared their candidatures this
morning. Mr. K. C. Kondaiah, who
gave up his Bellary Lok Sabha seat
for Mrs. Gandhi, has also been
nominated by the Congress(l).

The choice of Mr. Kidwai, a for-
mer Governor of Bihar, came as a
surprise. But the names of Dr.
Singh and Mrs. Soni were in cir-
culation for some time. Dr. Singh
vacated his Rajya Sabha seat to |
contest against the Prime Minis- |
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in
Lucknow. At that time, he is said
to have been assured a Rajya Sab-
ha nomination by Mrs. Gandhi.
Mrs. Soni, AICC general secretary
and CWC member, is close to
Mrs. Gandhi and her nomination
fulfils the party’s commitment to
giving greater representation to
women. The three seats have fall-
en vacant as the term of BJP lead-
ers, Mr. V. K. Malhotra, Mr. K. R,
Malkani and Mr. O. P. Kohli, has
expired. The Congress(l) is in a
comfortable position in the Delhi
State Assembly to ensure the elec-
tion of its candidates.

Five leaders of the Nationalist
Congress Party, all from Delhi, re-
joined the Congress(I) today, cit-
ing disillusionment with the
former and accusing it of trying
surreptitiously to strengthen par-
ties such as the BJP.

The feud in the Congress(I)’s
Delhi unit is getting worse. An Id
function organised by the Delhi
Haj Committee was marred by
slogan-shouting for and against
Mrs. Dikshit. The result was that
Mrs. Gandhi, who was scheduled
to spend an hour at the function,
left within five minutes without
speaking to anyone. Mrs. Dikshit
stayed away from the function,
. but her opponent and DPCC
president, Mr. Chopra, was pre-
sent.

Partymen unhappy: Page 11
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Sonia to laurich

Justlcq or jail’
stir’ agalnst BJP

Cong. chief, 17 partymen arres Ad while
prolesting Gujarat govt.’s order on RSS

The Times of India News Service

AHMEDABAD: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Sunday
warned the Bharatiya Janata Party
that the Congress would launch a
nation-wide agitation and a jail
bharo against the Gujarat govern-
ment’s decision to lift the ban on
government employees’ participa-
tion in RSS activities. She also
declared that her party would
oppose tooth and nail any attempt
by the National Democratic
Alliance to review the provisions
of the Constitution. Terming the
proposed agitation as ‘jail ya
insaaf’ (jail or justice), she claimed
that the Congress workers would
not allow the RSS to infiltrate the
administration.

Eatlier in the day, the Congress
president and 17 other senior
party leaders were arrested for
violating prohibitory orders while
leading a march towards the prime
minister’s residence to present a
memotandum protesting the con-
troversial order of the Gujarat
government. Ms Gandhi was held
for a few minutes and then
released.

She then proceeded to
Ahmedabad where she addressed
a public meeting to mark the con-
clusion of the party’s ‘Sankalp
Yatra’ on national unity. Ms
Gandhi warned the BJP that
Congressmen would continue to
court arrest till the government
cancelled its decision on the RSS.

The public meeting attended by
senior party leaders, however, did
not draw the expected numbers.
The venue—with a capacity of
over 80,000 persons—had hardly
20,000 persons attending the meet.

Ms Gandhi alleged that the
plans outlined by the BJP for the
golden jubilee celebrations of the
Republic Day would violate the
country’s democratic traditions
and also the Indian Constitution.
“Our workers would even go to
jail to fight the BIP’s demgns to
change the Constitution.” Blasting
the Gujarat government over its
order to lift the ban on the RSS,
Ms Gandhi said that this sounded
the end of just administration and

exposed the BIP’s true colours.
The move would create discrimi-
nation within different sections of
employees, apart from violating
the Constitution, she observed.

Among promment leaders pres-
ent at the meeting were deputy
speaker of the Lok Sabha PM.
Sayeed, CcwC members
Manmohan  Singh,  Pranab
Mukherjee, A.K. Antony, Rajesh
Pilot, Ahmed Patel and three chief
ministers—Vilasrao Deshmukh,
Digvijay Singh and Ashok Gehlot.

Agencies add from New Delhi:
Earlier in the day, Ms Gandhi and -
several senior party colleagues
who were leading a morcha were
arrested when they broke a police
cordon. Joint commissioner of
police RK. Niyogi said the
Congress leaders were arrested
under the Delhi Police Act near -
Tees January Marg in downtown
Delhi. The Congress chief was at
the head of a procession when she
was ‘stopped’ by the police at the
Tughlak Road crossing close ta the
prime minister’s residence and
‘taken into custody by the police’,
party spokesman Ajit Jogi said.

Mr Niyogi said ‘around 9.30 a
m, about 1,000 Congress workers
marched from their 24, Akbar
Road office towards the official
residence of the prime minister’.
Despite repeated warnings by the
police, the protestors broke the

first barricade and continued to -

march towards the PM’s resi-
dence.

While Ms Gandhi was released
immediately, the others—N.D.
Tiwari, Arjun Singh, Manmohan
Singh, Moti Lal Vora, AK.
Antony, S.K. Shinde, Mohsina
Kidwai, K. Natwar Singh, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, Jitendra Prasada,
Madhav Rao Scindia, Ambika
Soni, Rajesh Pilot, Bhajan Lal,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Oscar
Fernandes, Pranab Mukherjee,
Priyaranjan Das Munshi, Ajit Jogi,
Ani} Shastri —were taken to the
Tughlag Road police station
where they were formally put
under arrest and subsequently
released.
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