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The Times of India News
NEW DELHL: The BJP-led gov-
ernment won the vote in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, but at the end
of a bitter and partisan debate on
the Ayodhya issue, it seems to
have lost the battle. Even the
BJP’s allies made it clear to the
Prime Minister that while they did
not wish to embarrass him, he,
too, should not embarrass them.
Immediately after Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
intervention and Congress mem-
ber S. Jaipal Reddy’s reply to the
debate (going by rule, the mover
of the motion replies to the
debate), members of the Trinamul
Congress, the Telugu Desam
, the Indian National Lok
Dal and the Janata Dal-United
trooped out to confer on which

/]f]“l)'wins the battl

way to vote. id not
return soon, parliamgentary affairs
minister Pramod Mahajan and
BJP MP Kirit Somaiyya hot-foot-
ed it to the chamber of Trinamul
chief Mamata Banerjee.

There, it was decided that the
PM would be asked to clarify
whether he wonld accept the ver-
dict of the court. If a clear reply did
not emerge, they would abstain
from voting. Trinamul’s Sudip
Bandopadhayay was assigned the
task. The PM was forced to reply
in the affirmative and the NDA
allies voted against the opposition-
sponsored motion.

But the BJP’s partners came
out of the House looking unhap-
py. Trinamul MP Krishua Bose
shrugged her shoulders and said,
“We were extremely upset initial-
ly. Now we are reasonably satis-
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fied. What more can we expect?”
But she indicated that the allies
might meet again to review the
matter. TDP’s M. Jagannathan
said, “The PM said he would not
deviate from the NDA agenda
and he said at the end that he
would stand by the court’s verdict.
We'll have to wait and watch.”
Devendra Prasad Yadav of the JD
(U) also refused to say anything
beyond, “We did not have an
option.” .

Mr Vajpayee’s reply—delivered
under the watchful eyes of VHP
bosses Ashok Singhal, Vishnu
Hari Dalmia and Giriraj
Kishore—did not make clear
whether he had really jettisoned
the suggestion of finding a way to
build the temple at the  disputed
site through talks bepveen the two
communities.
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Calcutta, Dec. 16: A day after the
BJP announced that there was no
going back on its stand on con-
structing a Ram temple in Ayod-
hya, ally Mamata Banerjee made
it clear that her party will contin-
ue protesting against Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s state-
ments if they deviate from the
NDA's agenda for governance.

“We want Vajpayeeji to
strictly follow the NDA agenda
and not his party’s hidden
one,” Mamata said after at an
iftar attended by 5,000 Muslims. “I
will be the last person to tolerate
any deviation from the NDA
agenda.”

Today’s party, held at Park Cir-
cus maidan, was organised by
Congress MLA-turned-Trinamul
leader Sultan Ahmed.

Mamata said all NDA part-
ners should be consulted before
the government takes a final deci-
sion on the temple. “We should
stick to the NDA agenda and any
violation will cost the govern-
ment,” she warned.

_ Asked about Tamil Nadu chief
minister M. Karunanidhi’s threat
to pull out of the NDA if the gov-
ernment continued to digress,
Mamata said: “He (Karunanidhi)
did not raise his voice at the NDA
meeting when the Ayodhya issue
came up for discussion. We are
the only ones to have protested
Vajpayeeji’s remarks.”

Mamata, however, skirted
queries on whether the Trinamul
would toe Karunanidhi’s line.
“We are keeping a watch on the
developments. We will protest if
attempts are made to destroy the
secular fabric of the country,” she
said.

Mamata earned applause
from the people at the gathering
for promising to work for the mi-
norities’ welfare. Observers said
Mamata’s stand on safeguarding
the interest of Muslims will help
her consolidate the minority vote-
bank in the state.

Earlier, the Trinamul leader
charged chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee with play-

;. inga “dual role” by promising the

ousted people of Midnapore a
safe passage back home and at the
same time provoking CPM work-
ers to assault them immediately
after their return.

Ruling out any meeting with
Bhattacharjee in the near future,
Mamata said: “We will rather go

. tp the peopl o bring back peace
in rlaces waere the CPM cadre

..ave unleashed terror.”
She visited the nursing homa"
where s Trinamul worker, whose

tongue was slashed alleged'y by

CPM activists,
treatment. “This is the state of/af-
fairs in Bengal where suppgpfters
of Opposition parties ap€ being
gagged this way,” Mapfata said.
(See Page 7)
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New Delhi, Dec. 16: Atal Behari
Vajpayee today tried to deflect at-
tention from the Ram temple to
economic development, but the
euphoria triggered within the
BJP by the Prime Minister’s
avowal of the Hindutva cause con-
tinued to soar.

“T hope the unnecessary politi-
cal controversy of the week gone
by is behind us. It is time now for
all of us to re-focus our attention
on the most important agenda be-
fore the nation, namely develop-
ment,” he said while inaugurat-
ing the 73rd annual session of the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (Ficci).

“There is need for faster, more
balanced and more equitable dev-
elopment,” he added. The Prime
Minister said as part of this ef-
fort, the Centre plans to introduce
a new golden handshake package
to reduce its bloated bureaucracy
by at least 10 per cent over the next
three years. (See Page 12)

The BJP argued that Vajpay-
ee’s recent statements should not
be seen as a U-turn. “One should
not read too much into it,” a sen-
ior leader said.

The party has begun prepara-
tions for the Rajya Sabha debate
next week and plans to field sever-
al stalwarts. Jaswant Singh is the
BJP’s leader in the House and the
party has other options in Venka-
iah Naidu, Sushma Swaraj and

Sikandar Bakht.

By focusing on the economic
issues, Vajpayee is irying to send
the signal to restive allies that he,
too, has political compulsions and
they should not read too much

into his statements on the temple.

Already, the DMK has threat-
ened to walk out of the NDA if the
Prime Minister continues to di-
gress from the agenda for gover-
nance. A worried Mamata Baner-
jee is in the midst of chalking out
a strategy to deal with the issue.

It will be embarrassing for the
Centre if any of its allies, includ-
ing the Trinamul Congress, Telug-
uDesam or the DMK, does not vote
with the BJP in the Rajya Sabha.

The government has accepted
a debate in the Upper House kno-
wing full well that it lacks the nu-
mbers to carry through a motion.
Mamata said yesterday that she
did not want to speak too much on
the subject now and will voice her
opinion in the Rajya Sabha.

BJP sources, however, argued
that a defeat in the Rajya Sabha
will have little impact because the
wording of the motion as agreed
upon focuses on a mild censure.

Unlike the Lok Sabha debate,
where the resignation of the three
Babri chargesheeted ministers —
L.K. Advani, Murli Manohar
Joshi and Uma Bharti — was the
focus, the Rajya Sabha discussion
will concentrate on whether or
not to disapprove of the govern-
ment standpoint on Ayodhya.

Addressing the corporate cap-
tains, the Prime Minister indicat-
ed while he is ready to concede gr-
ound on the Ram temple to the
Hindutva hardliners, he is not
willing to do so on the economic
front.

The Prime Minister took pains
to assert that his comments last
week which have rejuvenated the
BJP rank and file will not have

any adverse impact on the Ce}

tre’s economic policies.
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The Information and Broadcasting Minister, Ms. Sushma Swaraj,
hugs the newly sworn-in Youth Affairs and Sports Minister, Ms.
Uma Bharati, as the President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, and the

Prime Minister, Mr.
ceremony at t

“B. Vajpayee, look on after the swearing-in
ashtrapathl Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday.

— Phdto: Shanker Chakravarty(Report on Page 13)

7\ Munda raises|

\'banner of revolt

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, NoV. 7. Refusing to take
the oath of office as Union Minis-
i ter of State, Mr. Karia Munda has
raised the banner of revolt in the
Bharatiya Janata Party even while
staking claim to the chief minis-
tership of the new State of Jhark-
hand to be formed on November
15. “If I am not fit to be chief min-
ister how can I be fit for the job of
central minister,” Mr. Munda told
reporters, clearly seething with
anger.

Apparently, soon after it be-
came known last night that the
Prime Minister had asked Mr.
Babulal Marandi to resign from
the Council of Ministers, in antici-
pation of his being sworn in as
‘Jharkhand Chief Minister, Mr.
Marandi contacted Mr. Kailash-
pati Mishra, senior leader in
charge of Bihar affairs, and told
him categorically that he was not
interested in a job at the Centre. It
seems insult was added to injury
by the BJP top leadership by mak-
ing it known that Mr. Munda was
to be given Minister of State sta-
tus although he had been Cabinet
Minister in the 13-day Vajpayee
Government in 1996.

~ Mr. Mishra conveyed Mr. Mun-

da’s decision to Mr Vajpayee this
morning, and this has certainly
created a first class crisis in the
party in relation to chief minis-
tership of Jharkhand. Mr. Mishra

today stated on record that the
“issue is open” and ‘‘both the
names, Mr. Marandi and Mr.
Munda, are being considered for
chief ministership.”

It seems the occasion of the Bi-
har Assembly session on Novem-
ber 8, 9 and 10, where a farewell
function is to be organised for the
80 Jharkhand MLAs and MLCs, is
to be used to further explore the
wishes of legislators on this cru-
cial decision.

It has become clear that Mr.
Mishra has virtually thrown in his
lot with Mr. Munda, perhaps an-
gered that when the information
was leaked on Mr. Marandi re-
signing from the Council of Min-
isters to make way for Mr. Munda
and to clear the way for Mr. Ma-
randi’s installation as Chief Min-
ister, he (Mr. Mishra) was not
informed or consulted.

The argument being extended
in favour of Mr. Munda is that he
is 20 years senior to Mr Marandi
in the party, that he has relent-
lessly fought for tribals, and that

he had been left out of govern-.

ment office in the 1998 and 1999
Vajpayee Governments. Now that
the time came for deciding the
chief ministership, the big prize
was being taken away from him
and he was being consoled with a
junior berth at the Centre.

Nityanad for Uttranchal: Page 13
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH]I, Oct. 18. — The

_.BJP is in a dilemma over the

RSS chiefs statement that the
organisation would come out
with a Gandhian model of eco-
nomic development after two

years.

The model, to be based on inter-
action ‘with economists, will be
an alternative to the present one.

While the BJP can’t oppose
an altérnative model of devel-
opment, especially from the
RSS, it can’t welcome it for fear
of admitting that the present
model is not good enough.
Some BJP leaders say the NDA
is already trying to implement

- the Gandhian model.

The BJP vice-president, Mr
Jana Krishnamurthy, said all
parties would welcome the

¢+ BJP 1 a spot

alternative model. He, howev-
er, clarified the RSS, or any
other group preparing such a
model, mustn’t forget the econ-
omy’s link with the world, and
that a government is a continu-
ing phenomenon,

Those preparing the model
must accept that the govern-
ment can’t wipe out the past
and begin everything on a
clean siate, he said. If the
model was more environment

friendly, less capital intensive -

and could provide more
employment, it would deserve
careful consideration.

Mr Jagdish Shettigar, mem-
ber of the Prime Minister’s eco-
nomic advisory council and
BJP economic cell convener,
said the government was fol-
lowing the Gandhian model of

development. The NDA was

trying to delink itself from the
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previous model which failed to

reach the fruits of economic °

development to most of the
people.

The Prime Minister's Gramo-
daya Yojana, with an allocation
of Rs 5,000 crore, is intended to
provide every village with basic
infrastructure like roads, health
facilities and primary educa-
tion, he said. The Centre had
taken steps to strengthen the
small and cottage industries.

He said any suggestion from
any section to improve the eco-
nomic model would be wel-
come. The NDA is trying to
achieve a balance between the
capitalist and socialist models.
Rejection of regulatory mecha-
nism didn’t mean acceptance of
capitalism, he said. He dis-
agreed with the perception that

capital intensive indusiry
should not be promoted. /
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BIP confident 'of new_
" stand on Kashmir

‘\/A \By Neena Vyas \(\())\

NEW DEAHI, NOV. 23. The new face of
the Bharatiya Janata Party as a
peace massiah in Kashmir is diffi-
cult for ifs cadre to swallow, but
party leaders are -confident they
will be able to explain the “reality
on the ground.” Till very recently,
the party’s slogan in relation to
Kashmir was “khoon ka badla
khoon se denge (blood for blood)”
and later it was modified to “eenth
ka jawab pathar se denge (we will
respond to bricks with stones)”.
Fom that to the offer of a unilateral
ceasefire is a far cry.

Senior leaders admit that when
the BJP was in the Opposition, it
called numerous ‘bandhs’ in Delhi
. and Jammu, almost regularly for
years after every massacre, and
now that after a ceasefire offer five
truckers have been killed in cold
blood by militants, it has had to
preach restraint.

“It is a gamble that Vajpayeeji
(the Prime Minister) has taken.
And although it seems that it may
fail, like the Lahore bus diplomacy
did, the fact is that it does give
peace a chance, and we have to
take that chance,” a party leader
said. Yes, the slogans had changed,
the direction had changed, but the

enrT—

feeling was that though the cadre
might be angry (after all, who is
not angry about the daily mas-
sacres of innocents?), they would
understand.

As for the differences within the
alliance getting exposed — the
Shiv Sena has attacked the unilat-
eral ceasefire — a Minister in the
Vajpayee Government pointed out
that when the ruling coalition in-
cludes the National Conference
and the Shiv Sena, there can be no
uniform view on this sensitive
question.

Senior party leaders said that
even if the current peace initiative
failed, there were three gains made
— the Government had let its good
intentions be known to the people
in the State who wanted peace and
the bloodletting stopped; two, Pa-
kistan had been using the religious
card by describing terrorist activ-
ities as ‘jehad’ and now India had
successfully built on religious sen-
timents by offering peace during
Ramzan; and three, internationally
the new move would do India as
much good as the failed Lahore
bus diplomacy, which had sig-
nalled that J#dia was interested in
offering olive branch to Pakis-
tan.
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BJP’s verdict: Let Rajnath
Singh take over U.P

Gupta claims he is waiting for nod from Ce
__CHANGE OF GUARD _

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies
LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Ram Prakash Gupta has
been directed by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to step down
from his post, paving the way for
Union surface transport minister
Rajnath Singh to take over the

reins of the state.
Soon after returning from Delhi,
UP BJP president Kalraj Mishra

(h—)
[0
entre

after his knee surgery.

Reacting to the news, Mr Gupta
said that he would accept any deci-
sion taken by the party high com-
mand. Talking to reporters in his
office in Lucknow, he denied that
the central leadership had hinted at
his removal. “There was specula-
tion, but it always exists in politics,”
Mr Gupta said.

Mr Gupta added that he had no
attachment to any post or chair. “I

R.P. Gupta

said the high command had decid- Rajnath Singh
ed on the change after Mr Gupta expressed his desire
to step down due to health reasons.

He said the BJP legislature party would meet here
on Wednesday to elect Rajnath Singh formally as its
new leader.

The proposal for the UP leadership change was
finalised at a meeting of Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, home minister L.K. Advani and Mr Mishra
in New Delhi on Tuesday. BJP general secretary
Narendra Modi was asked by the PM to leave for
Lucknow as his emissary to ensure a smooth change.
Mr Modi will be the central observer at the party
meeting in Lucknow on Wednesday.

The move was earlier -discussed between Mr
Vajpayee and state BJP leaders at Breach Candy
Hospital in Mumbai where the PM was convalescing

am a disciplined soldier of the party
and will remain so,” he pointed out.

‘When asked about the reports of his removal in the
wake of the party’s poor performance in the last pan-
chayat elections and its evident desire to boost its
prospects in the coming local bodies elections, Mr
Gupta said the party was right to think ahead of its
performance in the next assembly elections.
However, he hastened to add that he had not been
told to step down.

Mr Gupta also refused to admit that a particular
group in the party was gunning for him. “Neither has
any group been working against me nor do I belong
to any group,” he said.

When asked if he would like to be made governor
of any state, he said the question did not arise as he
was still the chief minister.




Shekhar lyer
New Delhi, October 24 H v \

N A pre-Diwali package to bol-
Ister the BJP's saggm%po litical

fortunes, Union ansport
Minister Rajnath Singh is replac-
ing Mr Ram Prakash Gupta as
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister.

Mr Singh will take over from him
when the Uttar Pradesh BJP
Legislature Party meets in
Lucknow tomorrow to elect a new
leader.

Mr Singh, a Rajput leader,
emerged as the natural choice
after the BJP realised that 11
months of Mr Gupta's rein, which
was in any case meant to be a stop-
gap arrangement, was a near—dnsas-
ter in political terms.

Although Prime Minister A B
Va;payee backed him solidly, Mr

upta, who took over from Mr

Kalyan Singh before he rebelled
last November, failed to win over
friends, disappointed the allies and
the BJP cadre alike. He could not
improve the performance of the
State Government either.

The PM finally concurred with
the assessment of Home Minister
1. K Advani, who took the initiative

Advani persuades

Rajnath Singh
to settle the léadership issue in
favour of Mr Smgll)le
* Mr Advani has been pressing for
the change’ to end the state of

despondency in the BJP before the
creation of Uttaranchal poses any
fresh political crisis because of a
slashed majority in the State
Assembly.

Mr  Gupta. was saved by Mr
Vajpayee from exit on two occa-
sions, once in May and in July. The
PM is now no longer wanting to
appear to support him if there is
widespread disco

iscontentment under

Singh's immediate’ t istopre—z
vent the "ultra-slend:g mafority of
one in favour of the BJP (in- the
post-Uttaranchal ~period) ™
remain_ and to. stave off-any top~

ling game: MrSin ), Who miet the
NM t:hm t alos m ¥

are top pri-
ofity was awandorder

s Advasi hold w6 rounds.of
discussions with the PM on the

issue, ofice’ iA Mumbai when the

. latter was récovering from his knee
. surgery, and in the Capital yester-

day, when the matter was finally
clinched in Mr Singh's favour.

. The swiftness of today's decision
“was underscored - by the .pear
-absence of involvement of other
central or State BIP leaders-in tbe s

consultation, which topk:

_ the PM's residence this aﬁemoon '

Even BIP chief Bangaru Laxman
and his  deputy

devel
to the Press in Lucknow by UP BJP
chief Kalraj Mishra, whio was asked
to meet Mr Vajpayes: md Mr

Advant tod P

th LCP leadder -

. Governor Mohammad Fazal at Raj
' Bhawan and formally staked his
* claim to form the government. Mr-

K. Jana -
Krishnamurti were unaware of the.
ment, which was conveyed

. ’ing himself,

out, Raj nath in
M to check dechne mn UP

,hﬁeaden i ot o
an’ [} (<
_coalition. of recalcitrant als Mr

arrlkar is

hew Goa CM

GOA ‘GOT a new Chief Mmlster
in BIP leader Manohar Parrikar
on Tuesday following the resigna-
tion of the Francisco Sardinha
Government /ﬁhﬁad of the trust

“vote.

‘Mr Parfikar took oath of
office. and secrecy after he met

Parrikar was the leader of the BJP~
Legistature Party in the outgoing

Sardinha government. 4;“ m‘l
Earlier, Mr Sardinha "subnfitted
his resiaation to the Governor-
fore the Assembly was-

: wheduled to meet.

“Mr Parrikar said the'lé ergl)or
h&d uot asked him to" preve his
in-the Assembly.
' ardinhas decnslon was
Kromptcd by the desertion of four
ters belonging to his Goan
dple’s Congress Party late on
Mond ght They had quit the
Cabiuet and declared their support

- for Mr Parrikar. Mr Sardinha is

now left with seven MLAs, includ-

Detalied report o 0/11
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- PM stresses party-Govt. reivf/ ions

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, ocCT. 1. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today
emphasised the need to strength-
en the relationship between the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the

. Government even as he sought to
* dispel the growing notion that he

alone had recently been taking all

g’;mportant decisions related to
purely party matters. At the same
time, he asked party-persons not
to raise issues which become
points of public debate, but feel
free to discuss problems at appro-
priate party forums.

It was left to the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, to com-
pare the Nagpur call to all good
persons to support the BJP, to the
call given by Jayaprakash Narain
in 1977 asking all parties to sink
their differences and join the
movement to save democracy,
even as the party president, Mr.
Bangaru Laxman, reported that
his Nagpur message has been re-
ceived very well, especially by the
Datlits, Adivasis and Muslims.

Speaking briefly at the party’s
one-day national executive com-
mittee meeting — the first to be
held under Mr. Laxman'’s presi-
dentship — Mr. Vajpayee contra-
dicted the view that has gained

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with (from left) BJP leader,
Mr. Khushabau Thakre, the party president, Mr. Bangaru Laxman,
and the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,
at the BJP national executive meeting in New Delhi
on Sunday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

ground that Mr. Laxman was his
personal choice for president-
ship. He asserted that consulta-
tions and discussions had taken
place and then a collective deci-
sion arrived at.

He said that a partyperson
whether in Government or in the
party organisation was essentially
doing the same job. The party
should feel free to bring to the no-
tice of the Government any issue
that it feels strongly about, and

-«"rAYm ok

the party should also carry effec-
tively to the people the achieve-
ments of the Government.

He talked about the difficult ec-
onomic situation and his success-
ful visit to the Uniied States,
where he was welcomed as a rep-
resentative of India.' He said dur-
ing his visit the attacks on
Christians in the country were
mentioned by some, but they
clearly understood and had no
fears about the Government’s

RIS

3

secula 1ntent10ns and policies.

Only indirectly he referred to
Ms. Mamata Banerjee’s resigna-
tion from the Cabinet, by saying
that sometimes difficult decisions
had to be taken in the national
interest and it was not easy tack-
ling a difficult situation.

In his address, Mr. Advani said !

the Nagpur decision to expand
the party’s support base was not a
new strategy. In 1996, in Bhopal,
the BJP had taken two decisions
— to expand its base, and to reach
out to other parties which it had
done successfully, ending with
the formation of the NDA Govern-
ment at the Centre.

Briefing reporters , Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, said that execu-
tive had decided that in Novem-
ber and December the party
would undertake mass contact
programmes, especially in the
states going to the polls next year.
For one week from October 14
major public meetings would also
be held to take the Nagpur mess-
age to the people and observe
completion of one-year of the
1999 Vajpayee government.

A detailed strategy discussion
for the five States going to the
polls will also be held tomorrow.

Resolution on U.S. visit: Page 13

A

ey



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ;, Q(
Y [ =4

NEW DELHI, Oct. 2 — The
BJP today dwelt on its election
campaign strategy on a posi-
tive note. Along with its
alliances, it hoped to dislodge
the Left Front government in
West Bengal and return to
power in Tamil Nadu.

It calculated that anti-ihcum-
bency factor would work
against the Asom Gana
Parishad in Assam and the
Left Front government in
Kerala. The party for the time
avoided a discussion on Uttar
Pradesh, where it faces a tough
going in retaining power.

The four states discussed
today would go to the assembly
polls early next year whereas
UP would witness polls
towards the end of 2001, a BJP
leader said, justifying the party
strategy.

The party announced its
week-long campaign from 13 to
20 October to inform the public
about the achievements of the
Vajpayee government during
the last one year.

It would carry the Nagpur
message about social, political
and geographical expansion in
November and December, the
party leader, Mr M Venkaiah
Naidu, said. Posters, pam-
phlets, and meetings would be

NEW DELHI, Oct. 2. — Mr
M Venkaiah Naidu was today
at his best while saying good-
bye to journalists covering
the BJP. The newly inducted
Cabinet minister took special
permission from Mr Bangaru
Laxman to convey his thanks
to the journalists.

Mr Naidu said joining the
government was was just the
beginning of his journey.
This was for the first time he
was going to hold responsi-
bility in the government.

He said his rural back-
ground would help him render

justice to the people. — SNS

the means to propagate the
message, he added.

Focus will be on the poor, par-
ticularly the Dalits and the
minorities. The BJP wanted to
become a “replica of mini-
Bharat,” he said.

The West Bengal unit presi-
dent, Mr Ashim Kumar Ghosh,
claimed that BJP along with
Trinamul Congress stood a
good chance to dislodge the
Left Front government.

He reportedly said that Miss
Mamata Banerjee was unlikely
to shift loyalty to the Congress
and dump the BJP as the latter

. o .W N
se¢s hope in east, south’

commanded $ubstantial follow-
ing. The denecognition of the
CPI-M as a national party has
depressed the Leftist cadres, he
added.

The Tamil Nadu unit argued
that the relations between the
BJP and the DMK were smooth
and they were certain to go
together for the assembly polls.
The party projected a clear
number two position for
the BJP after the Assembly
polls. It claimed that the work-
ers in the Tamil Rajiv Congress
led by V Ramamurthy were
deserting the party for the
BJP. The BJP could win at
least 50 seats in the assembly
elections, it was stated.

The PMK chief, Mr
Ramadoss, did not share a good
equation with the DMK but he
was unlikely to leave the
alliance. Mr Ramadoss had
been in touch with the
AIADMK chief, Miss J
Jayalalitha, the Tamil Nadu
leaders told Mr Laxman.

The Assam unit held that Mr
PK Mahanta has lost populari-
ty and was slated to lose due to
anti-incumbency. The BJP
stood to gain from the situa-
tion, it argued. In Kerala too,
the party leaders projected that
the bi-polar polity of Left and
anti-Left was losing its grip

iving advantage to the BJP. !
giving g //
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 31. — The
BJP president, Mr Bangaru
Laxman, today allayed fears
about the Prime Minister, Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee, giving
any commitment to USA on
India signing the CTBT.

The national consensus has
been that the treaty was dis-
criminatory and hence should
not be signed, he said at his
maiden press conference after
becoming party president. If
there was a need to review this
position, the government would
take all into confidence, he said.

He told The Statesman
later, that despite pressure
I from different countries the

- Bangaru allay

government was not going to
give any commitment to the
US. The same kind of fears
were expressed when the US
President, Mr Bill Clinton, vis-
ited India, he pointed out.

Mr Laxman clarified at the
press conference that party-
government relations would be
smooth and his effort during
his three-year tenure would be
to make the party an instru-
ment for good governance.

Elaborating on the party’s call
to expand its base among the
Muslims, he said party workers
should go to the colonies of the
minority community and tell
them about the secular creden-
tials of the Vajpayee govern-
ment during the last two-and-

0- V3

a-half years.

He clarified that his call for
winning over the Muslims was
not new. “I have merely elabo-
rated on what the party has
been saying about the Mus-
lims,” he pointed out. Mr
Laxman asserted that his call
was not motivated by electoral
considerations.

The distance between the BJP
and the largest minority group
had not helped either the party
or the community. The BJP’s
adversaries had reduced the
members of this community
into vote banks. It had prevent-
ed them from playing their due
role in nation-building.

In this context, Mr Laxman
pointed out that the BJP had
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put on hold controversial issues
from its agenda for five years.
“Let us discuss these issues
after five years,” he said. The
NDA’s agenda was the party’s
agenda, he clarified. “We have
given our word to the people on
these issues in the NDA mani-
festo,” he clarified.

Mr Laxman said the party
had expanded its social and
geographical base but empha-
sised the need to further
expand in regions that did not
have the presence of either the
BJP or its alliance partners. -
The challenge was to expand
further and consolidate the |
gains in what can be referred to
as the “governance space”, he
added.




By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 31. The Bharatiya
Janata Party president, Mr. Banga-
ru Lakshman, has indicated that
the party’s core Hindutva issues

. had not been given up, only

shelved for the time being. He ex-

plained their absence from the

party’s resolutions adopted at the
Nagpur session saying ‘‘they are
there in earlier party documents.
Every policy, every issue cannot be
repeated each time.”

Asked whether the shelving of
the three core issues — Ayodhya,
abrogation of Article 370 and im-
plementing a uniform civil code —
was a compromise made to re-
main in power, Mr. Lakshman said
that may be the perception of oth-
ers. ““We were signatories to the

NDA manifesto for 1999 Lok Sabha
polls, we remain committed to

that” Mg l

Addressing his first pre s?onfer-
ence after taking over asl party
president, Mr. Lakshman said he
had resigned as Minister of State
for Railways this morning.

While repeating the points made
in his inaugural address to the par-
ty’s National Council session in
Nagpur — with an emphasis on
expanding the party’'s appeal
among the Dalits, the backward
castes, Muslims and other reli-
gious minorities — he also sought
to emphasise that he had not
made any startling departure from
the past. In fact, every party presi-
dent in the past too had appealed
to Muslims to back the BJP and

indutva shelved for now; La man

place/ trust in it uﬂ)erhaps had
not stressed it in the same way.

Mr. Lakshman said that while
several Muslims had joined the
BJP, he would now ask his workers
“to go into the Muslim mohallas
(localities)” and explain to them,
convince them, to put their trust in
the BJP by looking at its record in
maintaining communal harmony.
Because of the “sustained cam-
paign by other political parties
against the BJP the Muslims stayed
away from the party.” It was a dif-
ferent atmosphere now, for many
of those parties which had cam-
paigned against the BJP were now
its allies in the NDA.

As for the differences between
the BJP and its mentor — the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh —
and sibling organisations such as
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Mr.
Lakshman repeated what is by
now a familiar line: “They have
their own point of view.. if I
agreed with the VHP then I would
be in the VHP not the BJP.”

To a question on Kashmir, Mr.
Lakshman said the party still stood
by its earlier motto: “Ek pradhan,
ek nishan, ek vidhan” (one Prime
Minister, one flag and one Consti-
tution). That did not contradict the
party stand welcoming the Gov-
ernment’s peace initiatives in
Kashmir.

Asked to clarify the party’s
stand on the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty and whether India
should sign it, Mr. Lakshman
dodged the questions saying “the
BJP stand is the same as that of
the Government.” And further, he
spelt out that so far the “consen-
sus” within India was that there
were ‘‘discriminations” in the
CTBT document which New Del-
hi was opposed to.

Muslims see rhetoric: Page 13
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Eyebrows raised over
PM’s RSS affirmation

Vajpayee prepa % for vt
showdown with|hawks
By Bhaskar Ro 9—? /

The Times of india News Service ‘)

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister A B. Vajpayee’s harking
back to his RSS roots from far-off Staten Island in New
York has raised more questions than it answers. The re-
mark, if made at a Sangh Parivar function back home,
would probably have been viewed as a mere reitera-
tion of a known position.

But the Prime Minister’s assertion of his old links
during the course of his state visit to the U.S. has
prompted Vajpayee watchers to look for reasons and
seek to decipher the implications.

One theory sparked by the “I will always be a
swayamsevak’” comment is that this is Mr Vajpayee’s
way of seeking support from the Sangh in view of the
recent rumblings of dissent within the party.

Now that effective party functionaries like Sushma
Swaraj, Govindacharya and Uma Bharti have dis-
played defiant postures, Mr Vajpayee has prepared the
ground for any future showdown. The function at
which he spoke, organised by the VHP and pro-BJP or-
ganisations in the U.S., had only provided the PM the
opportunity.

While the Opposition has already cried foul, the BJP
and its NDA allieshave taken a different view. The BJP
has sought to play down the fuss by saying that Mr Vaj-
payee had only stated the obvious. “He has never con-
cealed his RSS affiliation, nor has he ever denied he is a
swayamsevak,” said senior BJP leader and RSS
pracharak J.P. Mathur who claims that although Mr Va-
jpayee is both a moderate and a pragmatist, there have
never been any misgivings about his RSS links.

The mood at the function, Mr Mathur said, could
have influenced the Prime Minister. “Like any good
speaker, perhaps he was influenced by the atmos-
phere,” Mr Mathur said, explaining Mr Vajpayee’s re-
mark.

Samata Party president Jaya Jaitly, on the other
hand, is of the view that the Prime Minister’s com-
ments at a private function had nothing to do with the
coalition government’s functioning or direction. “The
RSS does not run this government, and even the BJP is
only one of the partners.. It is an NDA government
which is run on the basis of a common manifesto,” she
claimed, adding that Mr Vajpayee’s observations could
not have any implications for the coalition.

However, BJP insiders said that the timing of Mr Va-
jpayee’s Temarks were significant as they had been
made at a time when the rift in the party was becoming
only too visible.

> See Edit: Non-resident Hindutva, Page 12

TDP concerned,
others cautious

By Rajesh Ramachandran
The Times of India News Service .

NEW DELHI: The ruling NDA
partners, especially those from the
south, have reacted cautiously to
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee’s assertion that he remains an
RSS swayamsevak and his statement
that the BJP requires a two-thirds
majority to fulfil its “dream”—a ref-
erence to the construction of a Ram
temple at Ayodhya.

Telugu Desam parliamentary
party leader Yerran Naidu ex-
pressed his concern, albeit in a
guarded manner. Speaking to The
Times of India, he said, “The gov-
ernment should confine itself to the
NDA'’s agenda. The TDP has al-
ways tried to uphold the tenets o
secularism as enshrined in the con
stitution. And the Prime Ministe
has maintained that the govern
ment should function within th
limits of the NDA’s agenda.”

The TDP said it was the Prim
Minister’s prerogative to call hi
self an RSS swayamsevak and it w
any party’s business to try to get
two-thirds majority to pursue i
dream. But then, TDP sourc
pointed out, the BJP’s dreams ha
tended to become complicated, a
case in point being its stand on issues
like the Gujarat government allow-
ing its employees to join the RSS.

Also, after the statement by Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Ram
Prakash Gupta on temple construc-
tion, the TDP had sought a clarifica-
tion from the Prime Minister, who
had told parliament that the gov-
ernment was bound by the NDA
agenda, TDP sources pointed out.

Other NDA partners seemed to
prefer to circumvent comment on
Mr Vajpayee’s statement. DMK
chief and Tamil Nadu chief minister
M. Karunanidhi, when contacted in -
Chennai, was not forthcoming deé},
spite repeated attempts. Nor was
Punjab chief minister and Akali
Dal leader Prakash Singh Badal. .

el Lanios O Gy

o



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2000

Q\X'QQNQ TRUTH AND INCONGRUITY <9,\'\\/

FACTS MAY BE facts but there are occasions
when it is impolitic to utter them. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, appears to
have overlooked this during his speech at a func-
tion organised by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
sympathisers in the United States. This is not the
first time Mr. Vajpayee, a founding-member of
the erstwhile Jana Sangh, has characterised him-
self as a “swayamsevak’’. During his two years as
Prime Minister, he has made no secret of his
sympathy for the RSS, which he has both defend-
ed and praised on the floor of Parliament — par-
ticularly during the controversy over the Gujarat
Government'’s order lifting the ban on public
servants joining the organisation.fDuring his
speech in New York, there might be questions
whether he was specifically flaunting the RSS
badge or whether he used the expression
“swayamsevak’ in the broad and relatively in-
nocuous sense of ‘‘volunteer’’ though the mean-
ing appears to be clear enough from the content.
But irrespective of what he intended to mean,
the point really is whether he should have said
what he did when he did. It is somewhat incon-
gruous for a Prime Minister on an official tour
abroad to claim that he had attended a meeting
as a “‘swayamsevak’’.

In fact, the Prime Minister’s very decision to
attend the Staten Island function — which was
dominated by Hindu religious leaders and those
with ‘saffronite’ political views — was ill-ad-
vised. Mr. Vajpayee is in the U.S. as the Head of
Government and not as the leader of a political
party and it is important that the functions he
attends are inclusive or have a representative
character. From all accounts, the Staten Island
function lacked the true character of an event for
non-resident Indians (NRIs) and appeared —
what with the unmistakable presence of the likes
of the/V{shwa Hindu Parishad’s Mr. Ashok Sing-

hal — more like a politico-religious jambbree.

Having decided to attend, Mr. Vajpayge, in
keeping with his long experience as a politician
and administrator, should have weighed \his
words more carefully and resisted the tempta-
tion to play to the gallery. Athough there was
nothing amiss in most of what he said, some of
the Prime Minister’s remarks bore the stamp of
the Hindutva agenda. However couched or
veiled these remarks were, they may well be-
come the subject of political criticism at home
by the BJP’s detractors. His yearning for a two-
thirds majority to pursue the BJP’s exclusivist
agenda is also likely to cause some discomfiture
among the constituents of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) Government, many of
which are distinctly uncomfortable with the par-
ty’s position on Ayodhya and other such issues
which have a direct bearing on the minority
communities.

There is also the question what the interna-
tional community will make of what he said. It
was only a couple of days earlier, at the millenqi-
um summit of the United Nations, that Mr. Vaj-
payee had portrayed India as a plural and open
society which was blighted by cross-border ter-
rorism that was fuelled by a dangerous religious
extremism. Meetings such as the one organised
at Staten Island are not, to labour the obvious,
the best illustration of plurality and openness. At
a time when India is trying to convince the world
that it is a victim of religion-backed terrorism
sponsored by Pakistan from across the border, it
is important that it does not allow itself to be
accused of intolerance or bigotry. Participating .
in a function which the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
uses to highlight its own political platform
(which is based largely on the demand that a
Ram temple be constructed at Ayodhya) is hard-
ly a good advertisement for India. .
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New Delhi, September 11

PRIME MINISTER Atal Behari

Vajpayee’s decisive say in the new

BJP set-up, the party’s sudden move
to give prominence to old entrants from the
Congress and a sprinkling of Muslim
names in the party’s national executive for
the first time are the hallmarks of the
organisational changes announced today.

Party president Bangaru Laxman rehabil-
itated ex-Delhi CM and ex-Union Minister
Madan Lal Khurana as one of the vice-
presidents. This, despite strong opposition
from Laxman’s predecessor Kushabhau
Thakre and some other senior leaders. Ex-
Delbhi CM Sahib Singh Verma, ex-
Congressman Sunil Shastri and BJP
women’s wing chief Maya Singh have been
made general secretaries.

Mr Shastri, a son of Jawaharlal Nehru’s
successor Lal Bahadur Shastri, is expected
to play an 1mportant role in reviving the
BIP’s sagging fortunes in Uttar Pradesh,
perhaps by enlisting some upper caste
Congress leaders who are said to be unhap-
py with Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s dispensation.

Ex-Maharashtra Deputy CM Gopinath
Munde, Jharkhand MP Karia Munda and veteran
RSS pracharak Pyarelal Khandelwal are the new vice-
presidents. The outgoing VPs are J.P. Mathur (on
grounds of poor health) and Ramdas Agarwal.

Mr Laxman has retained senior vice-presidents K.
Jana Krishnamurthi and Kailashpati Mishra and gen-
eral secretaries M. Venkaiah Naidu and K. Narendra
Modi.

The new president is to allocate work and appoint

REHABILITATED:
Khurana (above)
and Sahib Singh

heads of the frontal organisations after the
new national executive meets.

Significantly, Laxman did not elevate sec-
retaries such as ex-Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and RSS pracharak
Padmanabha Acharya, who has been han-
dling the party’s expansion in the North-
East.

MP Karia Munda’s induction as a vice

president suggests that the BJP’s chief min-
| isterial candidate for Jharkhand could be
Union minister of state Babu Lal Marandi.

Munde’s exit from the Maharashtra scene
could improve Shiv Sena-BJP ties. Sena
chief Bal Thackeray has been suspicious of
the BIP’s plans to make Munde CM by
splitting the NCP or the Congress.

The new secretaries are Chhatrapal Singh
(UP), Dalpat Singh Paraste (MP) and
Kanta Nalavade (Maharashtra).

Ex-Congressmen in the new national
executive include ex-AICC general secre-
tary Budh Priya Maurya, ex-Union
Ministers M. Kamson and Sanjay Singh.
Kamson was Narasimha Rao’s MoS for
Home in the post-Babri period.

While Govindacharya and Sushma
Swaraj retained their positions in the
party’s national executive, Uma Bharti’s
wish to be only a primary member of the party has
been respected.

Under its new Constitution, the BJP is required to
change 25 per cent of its office-bearers and retain less
than 30 per cent of the outgoing national executive in
the new one. V P Goyal, Dr Ram Kripal Sinha and
Ashwini Kumar were retained as the BJP treasurer,
office secretary and parliamentary party office secre-
tary, respectively.
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| Party opts for Dalrt p}esjident

Bangaru -
Laxman

set to be
BIP chi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 31. — The
Minister of State for Railways,
Mr Bangaru Laxman, is slated
to be the next BJP president.

He hails from Andhra
Pradesh and will be the party’s
first Dalit president.

Mr Laxman (61) will succeed
Mr Kushabhau Thakre at the
party’s national council
meeting in Nagpur in the last
week of August. Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, Mr LK
Advani and Mr Thakre will
sign nomination papers for his
candidature, a senior party
leader said. He will have a
three-year term.

The nomination papers are to
be filled in either tomorrow or
the day after, depending.on
Mr Laxman's

became \kresxdent because
of his organisational strength
and the BJP devoted his tenure
to expansion of the party base.

The BJP has decided that
Mr Laxman will take over on
27 August in Nagpur, the
headquarters of the RSS. Mr
Laxman had joined the RSS in
1952 when he was 12.

Mr Laxman scored o‘ﬁé
senior party vice-president,
Jana Krishnamurthy, because
of the party leadership’s calcu-
lation that a Dalit president
would help the BJP shed its
anti-Dalit image.

The party has to face elec-
tions next year in many states,
including UP and West Bengal.
The BJP is facing stiff competi-
tion from the BSP for Dalit

votes.Mr Laxman’s elevation is

a compliment to |

choice, Mr|.
Thakre conveyed
the decision to
Laxman
when the latter
met him this
afternoon, a
party source
said.

The search for |
Mr Thakre’s suc-
cessor began
after he opted §
out of the race
for a second
term on health
grounds. Mr
Advani had announced that Mr
Thakre was out of the race.

A consensus on Mr Laxman
emerged after Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Advani spoke to Mr
Thakre over the telephone
today. Before this, Mr Advani
had held informal discussions
with party leaders.

Senior RSS leaders had given
a free hand to the BJP to
nominate a president of its
choice. Mr Thakre has report-
edly conveyed the decision to
the RSS chief, Mr KS
Sudershan.

The RSS had favoured Mr
Laxman’s elevation to the top
post even during the last presi-
dential election because -of his
Dalit background.

The RSS had calculated that
it would help the party estab-
lish its base among deprived
communities. Mr Thakre

Mr Bangaru Laxman

Mr Vajpayee’s
call for expan-
sion among neéw
social sections.

Mr Laxman is
well-versed in |
Hindi, making
him more
acceptable than
M r
Krishnamurthy.
He has worked
8 in UP while
{ organising Dalit
conventions.

There was
stiff opposition '
to Mr Krishnamurthy’s candi-
dature from party leaders from
North India, particularly from
UP. Mr Advani and Mr
Vajpayee reportedly considered
him a difféult candidate as he
had refused to take over as the
Governor of Karnataka.

The party general secretary,
Mr M Venkaiah Naidu,
opposed to Mr Laxman’s candi-
dature in the earlier election,
reportedly supported him this
time.

Mr Laxman had resigned his |
government job to join the Jan )
Sangh in 1969. ]

He became its Andhra !
Pradesh secretary in 1973 and |
rose to the post of BJP vice- -‘
president in 1997,

He resigned as party vice-
president after taking over as a
minister in the Vajpayee gov-
ernment.

\
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THE BJP’S NEW PRESIDENT w*

THE ANOINTMENT OF Mr. B;r;garu Laxman as
president of the BJP may be of little significance
given the party’s status now as head of the rul-
ing coalition at the Centre and that it is Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee (in his capacity as Prime Minis-
ter) who is calling the shots. That Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. L. K. Advani had been guiding the par-
ty’s affairs rather than Mr. Kushabhau Thakre
during the past couple of years is a fact. This
change in the BJP’s affairs, as it had been with
the Congress(I) too for long, despite occasions
where Mr. Thakre as party president was seen
attempting to carve out an independent role for
himself, was far too conspicuous to be ignored.
Whether it was the business of replacing the
Chief Minister in Uttar I - desh or on the issue
- of formulating the party’s ..pproach to econom-
ic policy and other related aspects, Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani were seen deciding on them;
Mr. Thakre was only associated in those in-
stances by virtue of his formal position of being
the party president. And the very fact that Mr.
Laxman’s filing of nomination (only a formality)
for the “election” to the party post was done in
the presence of Mr. Vajpayee clearly signals the
equations in the party. But then, insofar as the
BJP continues to ensure that the party presi-
dent’s post is held by a person other than the
Prime Minister himself, there is still some differ-
ence from the Congress(I)’s culture,

Be that as it may, the choice of Mr. Laxman
does suggest a conscious effort on the part of
the BJP’s top brass towards ‘‘social engineering”
an idea that sections in the party have been
advocating over the past few years. It is for the
first time in the two decades of its existence —
ever since the BJP was founded in 1980 — and
even earlier during the period of the Bharathiya
Jana Sangh that someone from among the Dalits
is even thought of as the party president. And
this, certainly, reflects the dynamics of social
changes, triggered particularly by the imple-
mentation of the Mandal Commission’s recom-

mendations in August 1990. Indeed, 16&(
Laxman too had his basic lessons in politics in
the RSS and in this sense cannot be expected to
represent the interests of the Dalits and other
social groups who have suffered discrimination
over the years in the social and economic sense.
And in this sense, it remains to be seen as to
whether his elevation as party president will
lead to any significant groundswell of support
from among the Dalits for the BJP in the north-
ern States. In the same sense, it remains to be
seen if the BJP’s decision to have a Dalit as its
president will have any adverse impact on its
prospects in terms of retaining its support base
— by and large the upper castes — in these
States. This aspect will be of some importance
particularly in Uttar Pradesh, where elections to
the State Assembly are due before October 2001.

The choice of Mr. Laxman is significant in
another sense too. It will be for the first time that
the BJP will have a president from one of the
four southern States. After having managed to
mark its presence from all over the region (bar-
ring Kerala) by way of striking electoral alliances
with one or the other of the regional platforms
in these States, the BJP as a party cannot be
oblivious to the sentiments there. Whether Mr.
Laxman being the party president will at all help
the party to achieve this in Andhra Pradesh may
not be crucial. The moot point here is whether
Mr. Laxman will succeed in removing the im-
pression about the BJP being a party wedded to
the culture of the Hindi-speaking region. And
this assumes a lot more importance in the larger
context where the role of the party president has
been reduced considerably, partly due to the
presence of such charismatic leaders as Mr. Vaj-
payee and Mr. Advani in the arena and further-
more with the institution of the party president
being rendered subordinate to that of the Prime
Minister’s Office.
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axman glecte%

HTY Correspondent Q, Q\/%Q

New Delhi, August 8

MINISTER OF State for Railways Bangaru
Laxman was today
elected unopposed as
the fifth president of
the Bharatiya Janta
Party, He will resign
from the minister's
post when he formally
takes charge as the
new BJP chief on
August 27,

The election of Mr
Laxman, for a three-
year  term,  was
declared today by
returning officer O.P.
Kohli,

Later, Mr Laxman
went to BJP president |
Khushabhau Thakre's
room to meet him. Mr |
Thakre escorted Mr |
Laxman to his table
and offered his seat to
Mr Laxman, saying,
"My duty is over now."

Senjor BJP leaders

inijtér of State for
alsh present on the

Bandaru Dattatreya and
Home Vidyasagar Rao we
occasion,

Mr Laxman will formall

takq charge at the

and two  Union
Ministers from
Andhra Pradesh,

Minister of State for Bangaru Laxman at the BJP head office after he was offlcially nominated as BJP's president
Urban Development for three years on Tuesday. Photo: Manish Swarup

ulg ministerial berth

party's two-day national council meeting in
Nagpur, beginning on August 27.

He is the first Dalit chief of the BJP and the
first from the South to occupy the post in the

20-year-old party.

Soon after his election,
Mr Laxman stated that he
was thankful to his party
colleagues and was sure
that "we would work
together as a team and
take the party from
ltrength to strength.”

Mr Laxman reached the
BJP central office amid
bursting of crackers and
drums and was garianded
by slogan-shouting party
workers,

According to returning
officer O. P. Kohli, all the
16 sets of nomination
ﬁtpers filed in favour of

r Laxman by senior lead-
Prime
Behari
found

includin,
Ata
were

ers,
Minister
Vajpayee,
valid.

Mr Laxman being the
lone official candidate, the
announcement of his
unanimous election at the
end of the deadlihe for
withdrawal of candidature
had been a mere formality.
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New Delhi, Aug. 16: Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee will
drop in at the RSS headquarters at
Resham Bagh in Nagpur during
the two-day BJP national council
session on August 27 and 28.
Confirming the visit, well-
placed BJP sources said the main
objective of Vajpayee’s stop-over
was to pay homage to the Sangh’s
founder, Keshav Baliram Hedge-
war and his successor M.S. Gol-
walkar at their memorials.
Though K.S. Sudarshan, the
Sangh's new sarsanghchalak,
will not be around during Vajpay-
ee’s visit, general secretary Mo-
hanrao Bhagwat and joint-gener-
al secretary Madan Das Devi —
number two and three in the
Sangh hierarchy — will be there

Sudarshan, the sources said,
will be away in the US at that time
to attend a meeting of the Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh. Though

party insiders downplayed Sudar- -

shan’s absence saying it was
“mere coincidence”, the RSS
chief’s differences with Vajpayee
are well known.

Sudarshan had publicly op-
posed the Centre’s pro-liberalisa-
tion policy as also the appoint-
ment of certain bureaucrats al-
legedly pursuing the Manmohan
Singh line of economics.

He had also disapproved of the
move to hold talks with the Hizbul
Mujahideen and had demanded
that the Faroog Abdullah govern-
ment be sacked after the recent
spurt in killings in the state.

In a recent interview to the
BBC, Sudarshan had even gone to

Bnt of saying that the BJP
had teased to be a “party with a
difference”.

With the Vajpayee-Sudarshan
feud becoming an embarrass-
ment, Sangh strategists decided to
appoint Devi as the pointman be-
tween the RSS and the governm-
ent and also the RSS and the BJP.

According to them, Deviwas a
more “skilled practitioner of re-
alpolitik” than Sudarshan and so
was “better placed” to appreciate
the compulsions of running a
coalition government.

Both Bhagwat and Devi will at-
tend the national council session
as special invitees. The sources
said this was not “unprecedent-
ed” as the sessions are open to the
public and in the past, senior
Sangh functionaries had attended
them without taking part in the
deliberations.

Though the date of Vajpayee’s
visit has not been finalised, his
programme managers said he
would spend between 30 to 40 min-
utes there. They said that after
paying homage at the samadhis of
Hegdewar and Golwalkar, he wou-
1d interact “informally” with RSS
workers but avoid a formal ad-
dress. Vajpayee’s visit to Resham
Bagh is not the sole evidence of
his acknowledgment of the RSS’
presence.

Last Friday, party bosses, in
cluding Vajpayee and home min-
ister L.K. Advani, participated in
the gurudakshina function at
human resources development
minister M.M. Joshi’s residence.

Along with 125 other BJP
members, the two leaders donated
a month’s salary to the RSS in
keeping with a time-honoured
practice. .



Paras, Rahul

from new

HT Correspondent
Calcutta, August 23

BJP STATE president Ashim
Ghosh today constituted a 30-
member secretariat. Two former
general secretaries, Paras Datta
and Rahul Sinha have been
dropped from the new panel.

Ghosh said the new team, com-
prising mainly his loyalists, would
work to consolidate the party’s
support base in the State. It would
extend full cooperation to the
Trinamool Congress in the run-up
to the 2001 Assembly polls.

He was not anticipating a revolt
by Datta and Sinha’s followers, he
satd. “When I formed the new sec-
retariat, I faced no problem from
any party member. As for Datra
and Sinha, I wouldn't like to make
any comment based on media
reports. But we will definitely haul
up those who violate party disci-
pline.”

In the new secretariat, Jugal
Kishore Jethalia, Debarta Sinha
and Panchanan Hansda have
joined Muzzaffar Khan and PD
Chitlangia as vice-presidents.
Debabrata Chowdhury, Tathagata

()

Ashim Ghosh

Roy and Pratap Banerjee are the
new general secretaries. Ghosh’s
rival in the recent in the State unit
presidential election, Sukumar
Banerjee, has been made perma-
nent  invitee  along  with
Telecommunications Minister
Tapan Sikdar, Satyabrata
Mukherjee and Badal
Bhattacharya.

Datta and Sinha are being
accommodated in the State
Committee.

Ghosh said the new secretariat
would prepare a detailed report on

pped
State BJP panel

the CPI(M) violence in Bankura,
Midnapore and Hooghly districts.

This report would be submitted
to party president Bangaru
Laxman and Union Home
Minister LK Advani at the party’s
national executive meeting in
Nagpur later this month.

“We will present a report to
President KR Narayanan in the
second week of September. urging
him that Article 356 should be
immediately invoked in West
Bengal and the Centre should
intervene to check the constitu-
tional crisis in the State.

“In fact, we think Bengal is a fit
case for Article 356. But we will
not ask for it till the Congress too
demands President’s rule here. We
don’t have a majority in the Rajya
Sabha. And unless the Congress
too backs the demand, there is lit-
tle possibility of getting it passed in
the Upper House.

“We experienced a loss of face in
Bihar when the Congress back-
tracked. So, if the new PCC presi-
dent, Pranab Mukherjee, agrees to
support our cause, we will go
ahead with our demand,” Ghosh
added.
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SUDESH K VERMA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NAGPUR, Aug. 26. — The
BJP’s national executive is set
to advocate a massive hike in
petroleum prices to bridge the
yawning deficit in the oil pool
account, which according to
some party leaders is likely to
reach Rs 14,000 crore by the
year-end.

The hike, likely to be limited
to petroleum and LPG, could
be in the range of 30-40 per
cent, said a BJP leader. It
could come either before or
immediately after the Prime
Minister’s visit to the USA
next month.

The party’s economic resolu-
tion, which will be discussed
by the executive till late
tonight and declared tomor-
row, has reportedly dealt with
the issue in detail, and sug-
gested tough measures.

Arguments for the hike will
be placed before the national
council to evolve a broad con-
sensus, and to prepare cadres
to defend the government’s
action. Some 1,400 important
partymen will attend the meet-
ing, and will be told of the
gravity of the situation.

The BJP’s suggestion has
come in response to petroleum

BJP meet
fo suggest
petro hike

mm(}er %am Naik’s state-

ment thad he would seek the
party’s suppert on the issue.
The party was extending sup-
port even before the minister
had asked, said a senior mem-
ber of the national executive.

The BJP’s arguments are
based on socund economics.
Two-and-a-half-years ago, the
price of crude oil in the inter-
national market was $10 a bar-
rel. It has now gone up to $32
— a 220 per cent increase.

The government, however,
has hiked prices by only 40 per
cent. The previous governmen-
t’s decision to link domestic oil
prices to international prices
has not been followed. The
deficit has, as a result, touched
Rs 7,500 crore, a member said.

The economic resolution has
also stressed on an awareness
programme about benefits of
the second generation reforms.

The party has prepared status
papers on various sensitive eco-
nomic issues to explain the
rationale behind the govern-
ment’s decisions. Some of these
points have been included in
the resolution. It is also likely to
counter the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch’s criticism of policies,
particularly on FDI and WTO.

¥ More reports on page 10




BJP MEET / DRAFT ECONOMIC RESOLUTION

" Sinha defends Govt. policies

By Neena Vyas { !

NAGPUR, AUG. 27. The Union Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sinha, today strongly defended
the Government’s economic pol-
icies while rounding off the de-
bate on the economic resolution
to be adopted tomorrow by the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s national
council. And by the time he com-
pleted, there was no doubt that he
had worsted his “swadeshi” crit-
ics in the RSS and in his own par-
ty.
The seven-pa resolution,
which is yet to Be given final
shape, at the very butset praised
and appreciated thq performance
of the Vajpayee Government not-
ing the 6.5 per tent growth
achieved, and setting the target
for a nine per cent “sustainable
growth” for the next decade to
double the per capita income.

The resolution itself did note
the fears over disinvestment, lift-
ing of quantitative restrictions on
imports, especially agri products,
the fears that the small-scale sec-
tor would be adversely affected by
rapid globalisation, and it also ad-
mitted that development of in-
frastructure — power, roads,
railways, ports — had not pro-
ceeded fast enough, unlike in the
information technology sector
where there had been a marked

Mr. Sinha pointed out that dis-
investment since 1991 had yield-
ed all of Rs. 18,000 crores while
more than Rs. 61,000 crores had
been spent by the Government on
PSUs. The economy simply could
not afford this luxury.

The resolution was moved by
the party general secretary, Mr. K.
N. Govindacharya, who more
than hinted at the reservations of
many in the party on what was
seen as mindless and rapid glob-
alisation — seeking paradise by
following a path carved out by
others. He asserted that every
country had to chart out its own
course.

The resolution talked about the
new agricultural policy, but was
careful not to mention the core
issue, that of corporatisation of
farming. Perhaps, it was thought
that discretion was better lest pol-
icy arouse opposition. The resolu-
tion set a target of 4 per cent
agricultural growth and suggested
lifting of all restrictions on inter-
State movement of agri products.
Mr. Sinha in his speech promised
that peak duties would continue
to be imposed on agri imports so
that no harm was done to the in-
terests of the Indian farmer.

Mr. Sinha pointed out that
quantitative restrictions on im-
ports had to be lifted under the
WTQ regime. hut the Government

prevent an adverse fallout. He.
said he had also imposed anti-
dumping duties on 40 items to
protect our industry.

The resolution noted that steps
must be taken to ensure greater
flow of foreign direct investrent
in new green field units, and not
for acquiring Indian companies
and raising money from the Indi-
an capital market.

It also wanted the Government
to “remove the digital divide”’ and
ensure the benefits of the IT revo-
lution are made available to the
common people, right down to
the village level.

The resolution also talked
about “social justice” through
emphasis on more help for the
small scale sector, including cred-
it guarantee without collaterals.

Finally, it was Mr. Sinha, who
said that the “biggest swadeshi
achievement” of the Vajpayee
Government was Pokhran-II, for
after that India’s voice began to
be heard with respect interna-
tionally. He said the strength of a
nation was linked to its economic
independence. He categorically
denied that the IMF, World Bank
or the WTO were being allowed to
dictate India’s economic agenda.

Mr. Sinha ended his defence of
economic policy by exhorting
party warkers to aggressively de-
fend the nalitice There was abso-
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<& ‘Muslims are the blood of our blood’

o

NAGPUR, AUG. 27. In a significant move away
from the old ideological moorings of the
Bharatiya Janata Party to a large extent
based on a hate Muslim attitude, the new
party president, Mr. Bangaru Laxman,
today quoted old Jana Sangh ideologue,
Deendayal Upadhyaya, to declare
“Muslim are the flesh of our flesh and the
blood of our blood.” “ /\

Realising perhaps that shutting oQt
nearly 15 per cent of the population was
not the best way to expand the party’s
base, Mr. Laxman in his inaugural address
to the BJP’s national council session here,
said the distance between India’s largest
religious minority and the BJP was not in
the interests of the party or the Muslims,
and certainly it was not in the national
interest.

In fact, he noted that Muslims had not
been given their due role in the country’s
democratic process, being “used” mostly
as vote-banks. They have, by and large,
“neither got their rightful share in the

By Neena Vyas

nation’s development nor have they been
able to join the national mainstream to
play their due role in nation-building.”
Mr. Laxman found fault with the party
for not reaching out to the Muslims,
almost taking it for granted that the BJP
“will never receive their support.” He
blamed this factor for the 1999 Lok Sabha
results which had not shown any gain for
the party, a fact “out of sync with the
calibre and prestige of our leadership.” A
“chief reason” for this failure was the
inability “to secure Muslim votes.”

He put it bluntly, saying that the BJP
“cannot afford to allow this situation to
continue.” If the party does not mend its
ways, “we shall be hurting our own fut
prospects.” ge

Although in the past many party leadlers
had talked about trying to woo the
Muslims promising them equal rights,
there was also always the rider of “no
appeasement” to drive home the BJP
perception that Muslims had been
pampered, even if this view was contrary

to the fact of Muslim social and economic
backwardness.

He listed the factors favourable for
wooing the Muslims. They have seen they
are not threatened under a BJP
Government, their religious freedom has
remained intact, and the BJP’s record in
maintaining communal peace has been
good. Plus, Muslims respect the BJP leader
and Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee,
although they have not voted for the BJP.
Mr. Laxman said he would like to see the
party field more Muslim candidates and to
do this the party would have to enroll
dynamic and socially respected Muslims.

Then he quoted from Deendayal
Upadhyaya’s presidential address of the
Jana Sangh session in Calicut in 1967:
“Muslims are the flesh of our flesh and the
blood of our bleod.”

In 20 years of its existence, no BJP
leader had so strongly talked about
Muslims as blood Brothers of the Hindu
majority.




HINDUTVA ON THE BACK BURNER IN NATIQNAL INTEREST.

“BIP must remove

W

A

By\Neena Vyas

NAGPUR, AUG. 7. The taking over
of the Bharatiya Janata Party by
Mr. Bangaru Laxman as the new
party president here today was
marked by a determined effort to
move away from some of the neg-
ative approaches of the past to
become the preferred party of
governance, which Mr. Laxman
remarked, had not yet happened.

Advising his party to make a
critical analysis of gains and loss-
es, Mr. Laxman said the ‘“BJP has
not yet become the preferred par-
ty of governance” as in State after
State it had been unable to get
over the “anti-incumbency fac-
tor” unlike some other political
parties. Possibly, he was referring
to the Congress(l) in Madhya Pra-
desh, the CPI(M) in West Bengal,
and even the Rashtriya Janata Dal
in Bihar.

Delivering a 47-page address,
Mr. Laxman identified the areas
which the party must focus on —
removing the distance between
the BJP and Muslims by moving
away from the “pre-conceived
approach that the BJP will never
receive Muslim support”, and by
consolidating gains made in an
expanding social support base
among Dalits, the tribals and the
backward castes.

He said the party must try to
prove critics wrong that the BJP
had reached a saturation point,
which he admitted, that in the
1998 and 1999 Lok Sabha elec-
tions seemed to be true. Noting
that the party did appear to have
reached a “plateau”, he said ef-
forts must be made to overcome
this.

He asserted that putting the
BJP's Hindutva issues on the
.

7

with Muslims:

e ]

The Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, greeting the new BJP
president, Mr. Bangaru Laxman, at the party’s national council
meeting in Nagpur on Sunday. — PTi

backburner was not a case of a
“compromise to secure and re-
main in power” but to promote
the “larger interests of the na-
tion.”

Thus, he clearly implied that
the Ayodhya, uniform civil code
and abrogation of Article 370
were not issues that were in the
national interest.

In fact even yesterday, while
talking to reporters he had said
that the BJP had not grown rap-
idly because of these issues but

because it had espoused the
struggles of the common man in
different areas.

Mr. Laxman strongly defended
the Government’s Kashmir policy

5 India will win proxy war;
; Sinha defends economic
! policies: Page 13

— an indication of the direction
of the political resolution. He
summed it up by saying that the
Government had clearly indicat-
ed it wanted peace, the people of

thé/alstance
Laxman {5

Kashmir had come out in favour
of an end to daily bloodshed, and
the Vajpayee Government had
shown “clarity in perspective,
firmness in strategy and flexibility
in tactics.” Praising the Prime
Minister’s message that talks with
militant groups would be held
within the parameters of ‘insani-
yat’ (humanism), he warned that
in the coming months the party
would have to discuss and take a
position on the basis of which
talks should be held. He said that
India should show “zero toler-
ance’ towards terrorism.

Charter for social justice

On the social and economic
side, he unveiled a 10- point char-
ter for social justice, saying reser-
vations alone were not enough,
but literacy, employment and in-
crease of income must be used as
engines for removing social back-
wardness. He referred to the agri-
culture policy proposal of
corporatisation of farming saying
it would help achieve a 4 per cent
growth in this sector, but there
were strong indications of resist-
ance to this idea from delegates
who were of the view that the par-
ty would never accept this.

The Government somersault on
‘swadeshi’ was explained away by
saying that the BJP is “not a pris-
oner of any dogma” and on the
political side, the “‘dharma of coa-
lition”” was again emphasised.To-
day’s opening of the party's
two-day national council session
marked the end of the Kushabhau
Thakre’s tenure as party presi-
dent. Mr. Laxman was anointed
party president in the presence of
Mr. Vajpayee, the Union Home
Minister, the Finance Minister,
and other delegates.
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‘Behave lie ruihg party men

Stop open

SUDESH K VERMA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NAGPUR, Aug. 28. — Mr LK
Advani today chided the BJP
leaders who publicly criticised
loopholes in the party-led coali-
tion and asked them to point
out the mistakes to the “compe-
tent” person.

The competent person, a BJP
leader later said, is none dther
than Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee.

While delivering the valedic-
tory address at the national
council meeting in the absence
of the Prime Minister, Mr

Advani empha-  liberal
sised that BJP . he said.
leaders should SUSHMASPEAK | While refer-
adopt the atti- | NAGPUR, Aug. 28. — Mrs [ ring to the

Sushma Swaraj today assert-
ed her right to speak her
mind within the party. She
criticised those who privately
said that she had spoiled her
chances of getting into the
Union Cabinet by criticising
party policies. Those who feel
they were helping the gov-
| ernment by fully endorsing
the policies were wrong, she
said. Diversity of opinion
within the party would
strengthen the negotiating
power of the government at
international fora, she-said.

tude of a ruling
party and
desist from
making public
criticisms the
way they used
to do while in
the Opposition.
It takes time
for the old habit
to die, he said.
The Union
home minister
clarified that
nobody stopped
BJP leaders

from pointing | — SNS

criticism:
* Advani

g,

\

The BJP leader held that the
political and economic resolu-
tions passed by the council
would be able to meet the chal-
lenges the country was facing
in terms of political instability,
administrative corruption, eco-
nomic uncertainty and internal
insecurity. The BJP had to
become the natural party of
“good governance” before the
end of this year.

The country should make
itself capable to meet economic
challenges, he said. Small
industries and farmers should
not be ignored in the name of

- liberalisation.

ADVANLI:
(Continued from page 1)
[ 4

Vajpayee’s visit to the USA in
September. At least it would
prevent the government from
glving any commitment to the
USA on issues that the party
had been opposing, a BJP
leader said.

_ The national executive meet-
ing would be remembered for
hardliners’ attempt to put a
check on government’s policy
of unfettered liberalisation and

globalisation. How far they
would succeed to influence the

killings during
the Amarnath
Yatra, he said
the first priori-
ty of the party’s
commitment to

suraj (good gov-
ernance) was
suraksha (secu-
rity). He point-
ed out that
maximum num-
ber of terrorists
were. killed in
July this year
compared to the
figures of the
past 10 years.

out mistakes.
But the party should be run on
the pattern of a family where
the members did not publicly
discuss theijr.-shortcomings.

A BJP leader said Mr Advani
was indirectly referring to Mrs
Sushma Swaraj’s criticism of
government’s economic policies.

Mr Advani said the issues that
got associated with the BJP in

' its journey to power at the
Centre were not permanent.
“These keep coming and going.”

i .He described the party’s ideolo-
gy, idealism and the nation-first
policy as its strength. This
made the BJP a party with a
difference, he claimed.

Swadeshi hawks’ signal:
Swadeshi hardliners’ critique
of Vajpayee government’s poli-
cies intends to send a strong
signal to the Prime Minister
that the party could not be
taken for a ride, according to
some BJP leaders.

They claimed that Mr
Vajpayee was not getting real
feedback about the adverse
impact of his policies as he was
surrounded by a coterie of advi-
sors who favoured globalisation.

The criticism assumes signifi-
cance in the context of Mr

B See ADVANI: page 6

policy would be tested later.
Mrs Swaraj shot into the
limelight for articulating
Swadeshi interests. Her strong
plea to the BJP-led coalition to

. safeguard the country’s inter-

ests made her speech the third
most important feature of the

| BJP conclave, after the illness

of the Prime Minister and Mr
Bangaru Laxman taking over
as the party president.

The party's economic resolu-
tion, prepared by Mr Jagdish
Shettigar under the guidance of
the Prime Minister’s Office, was
drastically amended to appease
the hardliners. The original
draft spoke of the party fully
endorsing the economic policy.
This paragraph was taken off
after strong objections. Even on
WTO, FDI and petroleum price
hike; the resolution was amend-
ed, a BJP leader said.

Even Mr Yashwant Sinha
was forced to say that India
should be built by Indians and

‘that the government would

take the party into confidence
if there was a need to change
the BJP’s longstanding views
on sensitive issues.
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Re-inventing the B_.L P

The Bharatiya Janata Party is quite unlike other political parties. No,
we are not referring to the ‘party with a difference’ tag the organisation
earned back in its infancy when it stood apart both for its ideological
commitment and the discipline it fostered in its cadres. Today, that tag
is in tatters, thanks to coalitional pragmatism and increasing rebellion
in party ranks. The BJP is different because it is India’s only ‘ideas’ par-
ty; it is a party where ideologues are employed full-time to craft elec-
toral strategies and think up socio-philosophic formulations. The BJP
invented the term ‘social engineering’ to at once get rid of the upper
caste image it was burdened with and to widen its base. Social engi-
neering fused together the party’s backbone of upper castes with the
more socially backward castes, and with spectacular effect, especially in
the politically crucial Uttar Pradesh. With the exit of Kalyan Singh, that
experiment has lost much of its sheen. Another area of concemn for the
party has been its anti-minorities image. The BJP’s first overtures in
this respect were made some years back in Goa at a meeting of its na-
tional executive; it has since followed this up with periodic promises
made in its party manifesto as well as in other forums. But evidently
not with much success, as is apparent from party president Bangaru
Laxman’s renewed call from Nagpur. Indeed, Mr Laxman admitted
that the BJP had made little headway in its effort to reach out to the
Muslims. What is behind the BJP’s current call? Is it an image building
exercise by a party that is now in office, and must therefore demon-
strate a social conscience? Is it an electoral syrategy? Or is it a genuine
attempt at course correction? (a;}\,\’\/ %ﬁm

It is a mix of all, judging by the imperatives before the party. JP
is now at the head of a coalition, where no single ideology can prgvail.
The move is also an electoral compulsion. Today, the BJP has reached a
plateau both in terms of the seats won and the votes polled. It needs to
expand its base — whether in order to go it alone in future elections or
to get into a coalitional arrangement. In UP, which was once its bastion,
the party base has shrunk following Kalyan Singh’s exit. It must soon
put together a viable social base or face an electoral rout. An alliance
with the BSP would most certainly give it a winning base, but
Mayawati will agree to it only if the BJP publicly adopts a minority-
friendly face. However, this is not the only compulsion before the party.
Currently, the BJP has a single USP and that is Atal Behari Vajpayee.
Without him it is nothing; In other words, the BJP must evolve a long-
term vision — for itself and the country — or find itself following the
same course as the Congress, the party it is ironically attempting to re-
place. The Muslims are important not because they are a vote bank, but
. because they are vital for the idea of India. Ideological extremists like
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch must be jettisoned — again because they
can have no place in a modern India. If the BJP is to emerge as the
Grand New Party, it must do so not by turning into a replica of the
Grand Old Party but by re-inventing itself totally.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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THE ADDRESS OF the BJP’s new president, Mr.
Bangaru Yaxman, at the national council meet
at Nagpury exhorting his partymen to give up
their animosity to the religious minorities and
work towards widening the party’s social base
may sound unusual. Given the long history of
the BJP’s majoritarian approach to politics (for
that matter the very spirit behind the founda-
tion of the Bharathiya Jana Sangh) and the fact
that its organisational muscle constitutes those
who were drawn into the fold essentially in the
course of the campaign dominated by Hindutva
slogans, any radical shift in its central theme
can hardly be achieved by mere exhortations by

\its leaders. And in this context, Mr. Laxman's
address to his national council members in
Nagpur can be of little more than rhetorical
significance. After all, the impression that the
BJP and the various other outfits of the Sangh
Parivar are anti-minority was not the creation
of outsiders; their own activities hitherto and
the slogans as well as the statements by func-
tionaries (at various levels including those at
the top) over a period of time have underlined
the revanchist character of the platform. In-
deed, the rationale behind advocating a shift at
this stage as spelt out by Mr. Laxman clearly
shows that it was not a call for a change of heart
but rather an exposition of the conditions need-
ed for the party to expand its base.

It may be true, as Mr. Laxman had insisted
on pointing out, that incidents of physical at-
tack against members of the Muslim communi-
ty have ceased to take place after the BJP-led
NDA came to power at the Centre. After all, the
BJP had agreed to put on hold the Ayodhya
issue, the scrapping of Article 370 of the Consti-
tytion and a Common Civil Code even earlier

hen the party found it necessary to gather

on-communal forces on its side. But then, the

act that sections within the Sangh Parivar —

he VHP and the Bajrang Dal in particular —

ontim?i to campaign on these issues apart
/

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2000

THE BJP’S SEARCH FOR A NEW LINE

from turning their ire on members of the Chris-
tian community and institutions run by them
since the BJP came to power cannot be glossed
over. And in most instances when such attacks
took place, the BJP’s senior leaders were seen
condoning such acts. The remarks by a VHP
functionary after nuns in a Madhya Pradesh vil-
lage were attacked — that it was an expression
of patriotism — or the manner in which the
brutal killing of Graham Staines and his two
sons was seen as an occasion to start a debate
on conversions can hardly be seen as an aberra-
tion. Instead, one could discern a pattern in all
these. And it is in: this context that the new line
— that the BJP will now strive to shed its ani-
mosity towards the Muslim community — wi
be received with some scepticism. 9 A

Be that as it may, the Nagpur rx:-:et of the
BJP’s national council was significant for anoth-
er reason. And that is the virtual subjugation of
the party organisation to the Government at the
Centre. Mr. Vajpayee’s advice to his partymen
that they must desist from making critical re-
marks about the Government was subtle, the
address by Mr. L. K. Advani where he made it
clear to the ranks that they must stop behaving
like the Opposition is a clear indication that the
BJP’s leaders would like the party to learn a
lesson or two from the Congress(l) on how a
ruling party must function. It is a different mat-
ter that some of the strident critics of the party’s
handling of the situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir or others opposing the Government's eco-
nomic policy are also those who found
themselves excluded from the power structure.
But then, the fact that the RSS has made no
secret of its opposition to some of the initiatives
of the Vajpayee Government on the economic
policy front is something that the BJP leaders
cannot wish away. And it is in this sense that the
economic policy resolution adopted at the Nag-
pur meet — in tune with the Chennai declara-
tion — assumes significance.
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By Oorgymen A. Ninan

MUMBAY, JULY 9\The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, to-
day called for spreading the
equity culture among more and
more sections of society and in
newer regions of the country.

“Stock markets cannot be a
closed club of a small group of
participants. There is no reason
why stock exchanges should not
launch a massive education cam-
paign to attract even wealthy vil-
lagers 1o invest their savings in
the equity market, rather than in
unproductive assets such as
gold,” Mr. Vajpayee said address-
ing a gathering on the occasion of
125th anniversary of the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) here.

This is the first time that a
Prime Minister is visiting any
stock exchange in the country.

“As the BSE grows bigger, it
should also carry the small inves-
tor with it,” the Prime Minister
said. Small investors were always
at a disadvantage because of lack
of knowledge and inadequate ac-
cess to trading opportunities. Said
Mr. Vajpayee, “As we all know, in-
vestor confidence was particular-
ly dented by the scandals that
broke out in the wake of the first
wave of liberalisation in the early
90s. They slowed the process of
liberalisation, besides weakening
the evolution of a national con-
sensus over economic reforms.”

The Prime Minister urged all
the market participants to ensure
that the mistakes of the past are
not repeated. “What this sobering
experience points to are three ba-
sic imperatives,” Mr. Vajpayee
pointed out. They were better in-
vestor education, more effective
regulation, and the need for all
participants in the market to de-
velop a long-term perspective,
rather than an instinet for quick,
short-term gains. “Let nobody
forget that investment is, primar-
ily, an act of faith. The faith of
genuine investors, especially of
small investors, must not be al-
lowed to be shaken by unscrupu-
lous operators who often cause
artificial volatility in the market. If
rigging of elections and cricket

Protect the small
{_investor: Vajpayee

Ad

&

The Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, lights a famp to mark the
125th anniversary of the Bombay Stock Exchange. He is flanked
by the BSE president, Mr. Anand Rathi, (right) and Ms. Dina
Mehta, vice-president. The Maharashtra Governor,

Dr. P. C. Alexander, is behind Mr. Vajpayee.

— Photo: Vivek Bendre.

matches is bad, rigging of the
stockmarkets is equally bad,” he
added.

Commenting on the recent
movement in indices, Mr. Vaj-
payee said ‘I sometimes wonder:
Should the sensitive index of our
stock exchanges dance mainly to
the tune coming from distant
bourses? I also think that the cap-
ital markets should adopt a more
balanced approach towards the
so-called New Economy and our
traditional economy. Let us not
forget that India has built huge
strengths in manufacturing, core
industries, financial and other
services, and also agriculture. We
cannot afford to see these
strengths grossly undervalued.”

Faster economic growth re-
quires a far higher level of re-
source mobilisation as
investments into all the produc-
tive sectors of the economy. This
is where our stock exchanges
have a critical role to play. The
Prime Minister concluded, “1 see

THE HINDU
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you as the torchbearers of faster
economic growth.”

Pension funds

The Union Finance Minister,
Mr. Yashwant Shina, said insur-
ance and pension funds would
enter the stock markets soon
which would give more depth to
equity market. The Finance Min-
ister said that India was recog-
nised as one of the fastest growing
economies with the current
growth rate of 6.8 and 6.4 per cent
during the last two years. If India
had to grow at a rate of 8-10 per
cent, resources needed to be mo-
bilised to achieve this growth.

Leaves for Delhi

PTI reports

The Prime Minister left for Del-
hi tonight on a special Indian Air
Force aircraft at 11.15 p.m.Origi-
nally scheduled to leave at 8.30
p.m., he was delayed after his spe-
cial IAF Boeing 737 was grounded
due to a technical snag.
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NEW DELHI, JULY 12, The Bharatlya
Jandta Party has softened its
stand on the National Conference
and its demand for a discussion
on autonomy for Jammu and
Kashmir as if on cue from the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee.

By Neena Vyas

No sooner had Mr. Vajpayee in-
vited the Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, for talks here, the
party spokesperson, Mr. M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, decided to describe
Dr. Abdullah as a “‘great patriot”
although a few days earlier a se-
nior party leader, Mr. J. P. Mathur,
had said he represented ‘“Muslim
fundamentalism.”

/

The party’s tone on the autono-
my resolution passed by the State
Assembly had been much harsher
than that of the Prime Minister
and the Union Home Minister
from day one. However, after the
RSS passed a strong resolution
supporting abrogation of Article
370 of the Constitution, dismissal
of the Farooq Abdullah Govern-
ment, and the National Demo-
cratic Alliance breaking ties with
the NC, the Vajpayee Cabinet “‘re-
jected” the autonomy resolution,
as demanded by the RSS and the
BJP.

But after the Prime Minister’s
indication yesterday that he had
invited Dr. Abdullah for talks, the
BJP’'s tone has noticeably

'I’!

w.’.«

changed. Although yesterday the
BJP general secretary, Mr. M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, had rejected the
proposal of the Law Minister, Mr.
Ram Jethmalani, and stated that
the “Cabinet decision rejecting
the autonomy demand was final,”
today the party vice-president,
Mr. J. P. Mathur, said that in his
view the taiks could yield results
in the very areas suggested by Mr.
Jethmalani.

The party’s stand remains that
there should be “no going back”
from the present situation. But it
seems the Government has left
the door open for “devolution of
more powers’’ which could be in
the form of more subjects to be

transferred from the concurrent .

ttens stand on NC demand

or union list to the State list. Some
articles of the Constitution could
also be ‘‘adapted” for Jammu and
Kashmir through a presidential
fiat, some senior party leaders in-
dicated. Yet another view was that
nothing would come out of the
dialogue with the NC, but it
would have served a useful pur-
pose by preventing an immediate
decision by the NC to walk out of
the NDA. Party leaders denied
that the Government had given
into pressure created by the Na-
tional Conference by its threat to
walk out of the NDA.

But it is admitted that neither
the BJP nor the Government
would have liked to see the start
of the unravelling of the NDA.
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UP BJP leaders arrive

rp—————

in Delhi to

/
SHARAD GUPTA 9

NEW DELHI, JUNE 11 k

IN asudden development l}te
on Saturday night, the entire Ut-
tar Pradesh BJP brass, including
Chief Minister Ram Prakash
Gupta, arrived here amidst spec-
ulation that a change of guard in
the state was imminent.

Gupta, accompanied by state
PWD minister Kalraj Mishra and
urban affairs minister Lalji Tan-
don, arrived here at 10.30 pm.
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, Minister for Home Affairs
L K Advani and BJP chief
Kushabhau Thakre will meet
Gupta, Mishra and Tandon, be-
sides Union Minister for Surface
Transport Rajnath Singh first
separately and then together af-
ter 9 am tomorrow. Rajnath has
emerged as the frontrunner in
the race to succeed Gupta.

The state BJP leaders had
held a meeting at the state party
headquarters in Lucknow on Sat-
urday afternoon, ostensibly to
discuss the party’s preparedness
for the ongoing panchayat polls.

Party general secretary in-
charge of UP K N Govin-
dacharya too had a couple of
meetings with UP leaders in Luc-

meet PM

know yesterday. Govindacharya
also called on Thakre this
evening, apparently to discuss the
change of guard in the state.

The party had initially
planned to replace the Chief
Minister only in July after both
panchayat polls and organisa-
tional elections of the BJP in the
state were over. But Gupta’s in-
ability to conduct the panchayat
polls peacefully seems to have
been his undoing,

BJP workers have clashed
with those of its allies, the Lok-
tantrik Congress and the Jan-
tantrik BSP, in a number of dis-
tricts.

The situation reached a flash-
point in Hardoi where state
power minister Naresh Agarwal
is alleged to have got the official
BJP candidate “abducted” to fa-
cilitate unopposed election of his
younger brother, Mukesh, for the
post of zilla panchayat member.

Bowing to the BJP cadre’s de-
mand, Gupta yesterday ordered
a CID inquiry into the Hardoi in-
cident, leaving Agarwal fuming.
The infuriated power minister
yesterday threatened to sever his
ties with the BIP and align with
either the BSP or the SP for next
year’s assembly elections.
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BJP oppos\és o I\(age

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. The Bharatiya
Janata Party is unmistakably op-
posed to any autonomy package
for Jammu and Kashmir that
would take the State back to the
pre-1953 status. It will oppose any
attempt by the State Government
to adopt through its Assembly the
recommendations of the State
Autonomy Committee report.

“The mistakes made by Nehru
cannot be allowed to be repeat-
ed,” the party vice-president, Mr.
J. P. Mathur, said today. The BJP
would prefer to see more articles
of the Constitution made directly
applicable to the State and the
cutting down of areas which give
Kashmir a special status.

The party made its stand clear
even as the special session of the
State Assembly in Srinagar began
to deliberate on the Autonomy
Committee’s report.

“We will not allow any situation
that will take Kashmir back by
decades,” Mr. Mathur empha-
sised and more than hinted that

W)

the party wolld oppose any at-
tempt to adopt the Autonomy
Committee’s Yecommendations
“both inside arMd outside the As-
sembly.”” The BJP was still com-
mitted to scrapping Article 370 of
the Constitution which gives
Kashmir a special status. But, the
concession it is prepared to make
is that it will not allow this view to
become an obstacle in the path of
attempts to find a political solu-
tion to the problem.

The party is aware that at an
informal level “some talks” are
going on with the Hurriyat lead-
ers. “If anyone has grievances, the
Government should be ready to
talk. What is the harm in talking to
our own people who are citizens
of this country,” the party leader
said, but added that “no person
who is not an Indian” should be
allowed to participate in the dis-
cussions, The BJP was also op-
posed to a trifurcation of the State
along communal lines into Kash-
mir, Jammu and Ladakh, as de-
manr-ed by some.

Murriyat ready for talks: Page 13
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FROM BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, June 29: The au-

tonomy resolution passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly is
likely to dominate the anmual RSS
meet beginning here on July 1.

Initially, the two-day meet was
to discuss contentious issues like
conversion and internal security.
However, the autonomy issue as-
sumed top priority after the Fa-
rooq Abdullah government adopt—
ed the resolution.

The move is significant in
view of the fact that the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, one of the Sangh
parivar constituents, has called
for the dismissal of the Natlonal
Conference government.

However, BJP president
Kushabhau Thakre had yesterday
ruled out the dismissal of the Ab-
dullah government.

The RSS meet will also discuss
the economic policies of the Vaj-
payee government which have
drawn flak from Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, another Sangh group.

The conclave at Koba village,
near Gandhinagar, is expected
to be attended by around 230
prant pracharaks and kshetriya
pracharaks.

RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan,
Thakre, VHP leader Ashok Sing-
hal and VHP international vice-
president Pravin Togadia will be
present.

Former RSS chief Rajendra
Singh and veteran leader N. Desh-
mukh would not attend because of
health reasons.

NC meet to pick team

The National Conference working
committee will meet tomorrow to

- select a ministerial team to inter-

act with central and state govern-
ments and political parties on the
autonomy issue, PTI quoted
sources as saying in Srinagar.

The meeting, convened by
party president Farooq Abdullah,
will also discuss the situation con-
sequent to the adoption of the res
olution.

#Union heavy industries minis-
ter and Shiv Sena leader Manohar
Joshi has demanded the immedi-
ate dismissal of the Faroogq Abdul-
lah ministry.

“The way Abdullah’s Nat10na1
Conference government has
raised the issue of autonomy for
the state is objectionable. There-
fore, I demand that it be dis-
missed,” Joshi told reporters. -

Abdullah was also criticised
by Shiv Sena youthleader Uddhav
Thackeray.

He expressed concern over the
autonomy resolution and ap-
pealed to all parties to oppose the
demand.

The Sena leader also demand— '
ed suspension of the Jammu and
Kashmir government. He said
Sena ministers in the Union gov-
ernment and its members in Par-
liament would take their demand
to Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee after his return frdm
abroad.

The autonomy resolutlon
will also be condemned by the Ma-
harashtra Congress at a rally on
July 1.

State party chief Govindrao
Adik today said: “The passing of
the resolution poses a serious
threat to the national and reli-
gious unity of the country ThIS is
avery serious situation.”
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_PM talks to Khurana,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The Madan Lal Khurana crisis in
the Bhdyatiya Janata Party has blown over. The par-
ty, which removed him from the post of vice-presi-
dent on Friday evening, has now decided not to take
any further action after he publicly declared today
that he would not raise in the Lok Sabha the three
economic issues he has been talking about.

At a meeting of over an hour between the Prime
Minister and the former Delhi Chief Minister last
evening, Mr Khurana was per- . 3
suaded not to give notice for a
discussion in the Lok Sabha
on the cuts in subsidies of
food and fertilizers, the Sank-
hya Vahini project and the lift-
ing of quantitative restrictions
on the import of 1,429 items
from the United States.

Apparently, it was Mr. Arun
Jaitley, Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, who
played the good Samaritan.
The Prime Minister called Mr.

Khurana for a discussion and the crisis blew over. A
beaming Mr. Khurana today told reporters that from
the very first day all that he had been asking for was
a discussion within the party, and ‘“yesterday, the
Prime Minister assured me that the three issues
raised by me would be discussed in the party.” He
then agreed to drop his plan to raise them in the Lok
Sabha on the Prime Minister’s advice.

Senior party leaders today ruled out the possibility
of Mr. Kushabhau Thakre, party president, taking
back the order removing Mr. Khurana as party vice-
president. The reason was that organisational elec-
tions are on and a party president is to be elected by
early June whose prerogative it will be to appoint a
new team of central office-bearers.

At the same time no further action was being con-
templated as the “matter has been resolved”. It was
only a storm in a tea-cup, a senior party functionary
commented, while “welcoming” Mr, Khurana’s an-
nouncement that as a “disciplined soldier of the
party” he had decided to heed the advice of the
Prime Minister. Tomorrow, the BJP parliamentary

party will be chaired by the Prime Minister, as is the -

practice, and Mr. Khurana may be given an opportu-
nity to raise the matter. The party had no explana-
tion for the Government's anxiety to prevent a

Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Khurana...
arrive at a truce.

Wé\ crisis blows over

debate in Parliament on decisions that parliamen-
tary standing committees have criticised severely
even though such a debate carried no risk as it
would have been discussed under a rule where there
is no voting,

The committee headed by Mr. Devendra Prasad
Yadav on Food and Civil Supplies and the one head-
ed by Mr. Somnath Chatterjee on Communications
have both used strong language against cuts in sub-
sidies and the green signal for the Sankhya Vahini
project. All BJP MPs serving on these committees
: : signed the reports.

The party tried to draw a
distinction between party
MPs serving on parliamentary
committees criticising the
government, and those such
as Mr. Khurana giving vent to
their personal views and ap-
prehensions about govern-
ment decisions. The party has
also not been able to come up
with an answer on why it was
silent when a Cabinet Minister
allowed his official bungalow
to be used as the publisher’s
address for a booklet which has virtually described
the Sankhya Vahini project as a security risk and a
sell-out to the Americans. UNI reports: The party’s
senior vice-president, Mr. K. Jana Krishnamurthy,
has welcomed Mr. Khurana'’s decision not to raise
contentious issues in the Lok Sabha. Asked to com- .
ment on the former Delhi Chief Minister’s decision,
Mr. Krishnamurthy said, “all is well that ends well”.

PM indicates considering
rollback of prices

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today indicated that his Government
might consider the allies’ demand for a rollback of
the prices of foodgrains sold through the Public Dis-
tribution System. Mr. Vajpayee told presspersons
here that he did not think the demand for a rollback
was justified but at the same time clarified that “a
final decision on the issue is yet to be taken.”

His Government had declared that “‘given the eco-
nomic situation of the country, the Government has
to take certain hard decisions which will not be pop-
ular.” — PTI
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SONG.(I) INCOHERENTON N-ISSUE: PM

party,

X

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 2, With the Khura-
na episode still fresh in every-
one’s mind, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, used
the occasion of the BJP’s parlia-
mentary party today to remind
the party MPs that while the Gov-
ernment believed in “transparen-
cy” and was “ready to discuss any
issue”’ they must not rush to the
press or take up m public matters
for which the 1i forum was the
party.
The epis de is bemg tr
“closed chapter” by the pa ty,
but strangely, Mr. Madan Lal
Khurana, who was to have been
given an opportunity to discuss
the three economic issues he had
raised, did not attend today’s
meeting. A direct outcome of the
Khurana drama is that a 30- page
document entitled, “‘Sankhya Va-
hini, Data Network for the Na-
tion”, was circulated among the
party MPs in defence of the pro-
ject that has come under sharp
criticism from the bigwigs of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.
This was also one of the issues
raised by Mr. Khurana, The docu-
ment has apparently been pre-
pared at the instance of the Prime
Minister’s Office and is an effort
towards meeting criticism, but in
the process it has also raised new
issues. Mr. Vajpayee lashed out at
the Congress(l) for its “incoher-
ence’”’ on the nuclear deterrent is-
sue, a theme he had dwelt with
last week while responding to the
debate on the motion of thanks to
the President’s address to the
joint sitting of Parliament.
The two teams sent by the par-

— B

7'Keep issues within

BJP MPs told

The Prime Minister, A. B. Vajpayee, and the Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, at the BJP Parliamentary Party
meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan.

ty, one to Rajasthan and the other
to Gujarat, came back to predict-
ably report that in Rajasthan the
State Government had enough
funds at its disposal but had not
done enough to relieve hardships
faced by the people on account of
the drought, while in Gujarat the
State Government was doing a
good ]Ob"
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The party has also scheduled a
meeting of the Central Election
Committee at the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence on May 5 to select
candidates for two Lok Sabha
seats — Aska in Orissa vacated by
M. Naveen Patnaik of the BJD
when he became Chief Minister
and Panskara in West Bengal.

Cong. look at n-policy: Page 13




Roadbloc

HT Correspondent “( , \
N

New Delhi, May 16
EVEN BEFORE it could take off,
the idea of a new third front
appears to have hit a roadblock.
When the four former Prime
Ministers and West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu got together at
Banga Bhavan this morning, the
prime objective, it seemed, was to
discuss the possibility of forming a
third front against the Congress
and the BJP.
Midway throu-

more sense to try and bring\the
secular-minded people and fokces
together on some sort of platfofm.

While Mr H D Deve Gowlja
slipped away without meeting
reporters after the conclave, Mr
Chandrashekhar said the meeting
discussed the present political situ-
ation and the possibility of forging
a third front.

Mr V P Singh refused to give
anything away, merely maintaining
that their main agenda was to meet
West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu. Mr Inder

gh the discus- | www.hindustantimes.com ) Kumar Gujral,
sion, the objec- “The unabridged report § Who reportedly
tive got diffused mbqag&:m called for a
with suggestions |- your favourite website |} broad-based plat-
being made that ‘ form, however,

there should be a

more broad-based formation that
could include elements from the
Congress to combat communalism
and defend secularism.

The fact that several of the erst-
while constituents of the third
front remain part of the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) made the task of forging
such a front anew a trifle difficult
task. Until it materialised, it made

told newspersons
that the meeting only discussed
"the national situation as it stands
today".

It was left to Mr Basu to outline
the nature of the discussion.
Although they had gathered with
the intention of trying to build a
third front against the Congress
and the BJP, Mr Basu admitted
that "nothing has been decided”.

Picture on Page 12
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LOYAL SOLDIER&?(‘
“ f;\’%%é Khurana apologises again & &3

MAD Lal Khurana, the former chief minister of Delhi,
recently sacked as BJP vice-president, must be one of the
most “disciplined soldier” of his party if his repeated protesta-
L tions are to be believed. A voluble, impulsive opportunist,
Khurana makes a habit of putting both his feet into his mouth
at regular intervals and apologise profusely, insisting that he
is a loyal member of the party. This is the third time he has
shot off his mouth and then had to eat his words, losing a sig-
nificant post in the bargain. When his name figured in the
hawala list, he criticised the party for asking him to step
down from the chief ministership of Delhi. Finding himself
abandoned he returned to the party claiming to remain a “dis-
ciplined soldier”. However the fracas he had created in step-
ping down ensured that when his name was cleared he was
not reinstated. During the last assembly elections Khurana
revolted against the RSS suddenly discovering his concern
over the attacks on Christians and resigned from the Union
ministry. Instead of approbation which he was misguided
enough to expect, the party accepted his resignation and sus-
pended him for anti-party activity — clearly the BJP condoned
the attacks even if they did not instigate them as they claim.
Again Khurana had to eat crow, which he promptly did, say-
ing he was misquoted and would remain loyal to the Sangh.

In an attempt to grab the headlines, Khurana did it again,
he went swadeshi hoping to get the support of the Sangh and
criticised the Government’s economic policies. But for the
third consecutive time he was firmly put in his place, losing
his party post in the bargain. The RSS did not come to his res-
cue, he had displeased them earlier when he spoke for the
Prime Minister against the Sangh. Khurana is out on a limb,
narrowly escaping expulsion. With nowhere to go and not
wishing to become another Kalyan Singh or Vaghela he has
dropped his charges, apologised on the advice of the PM, and
reaffirmed his “loyalty” to the BJP. But the party is not in a
forgiving mood. Now that he has nothing to lose, he might
hold his tongue!

i
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NDA teps up campaign to oust Ral

HT COrrespondent ‘(( P
New Delhi, April 5 \
HE NATIONAL Democratic Alliance
(NDA) members today intensified
their campaign for the resignation of
Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi while
emphasising that a person on bail had no
moral or ethical right to continue in a Con-
stitutional office.

Expressing shock at Rabri Devi's continu-
ance as Chief Minister, Samata Party presi-
dent Jaya Jaitly said if the Constitution did
not bar such persons from occupying public
offices, then there was a definite need to
make suitable changes in it for the purpose.

The framers of the Constitution could
never have imagined that such a situation
would ever arise in the country when a per-
son granted bail in a corruption case would
run the administration of a State , she said.

The shocking state of affairs, where the
previous Chief Minister was in jail and the
current one was out on bail, was shameful
not only for Bihar but the entire country, she
said while stressing that such degradation of
political values could not be allowed.

Criticising the Congress for employing
double standards, she recalled that the party
while extending support to the Rabri Gov-
ernment recently had resolved in the com-

- .mon minimum programme to fight corrup-
tion in the State. The Congress must now
declare its stand on the issue and explain
why it was continuing to support the govern-

secretary

and, therefore, could not
be used as an excuse for
not resigning.

Conceding that there was
no express provision in the
Constitution  that a
chargesheeted person
must step down from a
public office, he neverthe-
less pointed out that the
dictates of convention
must be followed in this
regard. A precedent had
already been set by her
husband Laloo Yadav who
gave up the office before
her, Mr Naidu said.

Referring to RID presi-
dent Laloo Yadav's com-
parison of the case with
that of Union Ministers L
K Advani and Murli
Manohar Joshi, who have
chargesheets pending
against them in the Babari

Masjid demolition case, the BIP leader said

the two situations were vastly different.
There was a difference between a case

involving moral turpitude and that regarding

—

a person facing charges of moral
rs Jaitly stated.

to today's developments in
Bihar, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) general
Venkaiah Naidu stated that
granting of bail did not amount to acquittal

a political agitation, he emphasised. In this

connection, he cited the instance of freedom

Charges framed in

another case

THE DESIGNATED CBI
Court of Mr S K Lal on
Wednesday framed charges
against RJD president Laloo
Prasad Yadav, former Chief
Minister Jagannath Mishra and
49 other accused in regular case
No-20 (A) 96, a conspiracy
angle case of the multi-crore
fodder scam. Other politicians
against whom charges were
framed included former Union
Minister Chandradeo Prasad
Verma, Former Animal
Husbandry Minister Vidya
Sagar Nishad, legislators Dr R
K Rana, Jagdish Sharma and
Ex-MLA, Dhruv Bhagat.

HTC, Patna
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fighters of the Congress party who were
chargesheeted in 1947 and other leaders
who were chargesheeted for participating, in
political agitations during 1977. Many such

people were subsequently
inducted into the govern-
ment as Ministers, it was
pointed out by Mr Naidu.

He also denied the alle-
gation of political vendetta
raised by Laloo Yadav
against the NDA govern-
ment. While observing that
the fodder scam case had
not been initiated by the
current government, Mr
Naidu pointed out that the
investigations had been
started by the erstwhile
United Front Government
which had RID members
as ministers.

Demand for Advani,
Joshi’s resigmation: The
CPI-M today made it clear
that chargesheeted Union
Ministers L K Advani and
Murli Manohar Joshi must
first quit if the norm that

those holding public office should step down
if chargesheeted is to be observed and
applied equally to all.

Pointing out that the principle has been

Yy

violated and continues to be defied by the
BJP leadership and the Vajpayeé¢ govern-
ment, the CPI-M polituro recalled that both
Mr Advani and Mr Vajpayee' ‘were
chargesheeted by the CBI in a special ‘court
in’ Lucknow for their involvement in the
demolition of the Babri Masjid. “Thi§"is a
criminal cass which is now before the cotitt,”
it said, while reaacting to the chargesfleet
filed against Bihar Chief Minister Rabri
Devi and RJID chief Laloo Prasad Yadav.

According to the party, the circumstances
in which the case has been filed against the
Chief Minister, implicating her alongwith
Laloo Yadav, makes the move “highly sus+
pect and motivated”.

It maintained that since the Bihar Assem-
bly elections, the BJP-led alliance and the
Vajpayee Government has been making all
efforts to ensure that the RJD-led alliance;
does not form the governemnt in Bihar.!
Despite the clear verdict given by the peo-,
ple, the Governor “shamelessly” called the
NDA to form the government after swearing
in Nitish Kumar as the Chief Minister. ;

When this manoeuvre failed, during the
one week tenure of Nitish Kumar, the
Governor gave sanction for the prosecution
of Mr Laloo Yadav and Rabri Devi in the
disproportionate assets case.

After the Rabri Devi established its major-
ity, whe latest step to destabilise the govern-
ment has been taken with the CBI filing a
chargesheel against the Chief Minister in
the court, the pohtburo said.
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FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, April 7: For the four
unemployed former Prime Minis-
ters, the churning in the Congress
has come as a blessing.

The ex-premiers — Chandra
Shekhar, V.P. Singh, H.D. Deve
Gowda and LK. Gujral — who re-
cently joined hands to relaunch
themselves by reviving the
third front, are meeting here
shortly to take stock of the situa-
tion arising from the propcsed
anti-Left Congress-Tri-
namul tie-up in West
Bengal.

Sources close to V.P.
Singh said that any
truck between the Con-
gress and the Trinamul
would erode the credi-
bility of the parent
party, especially in the

take stock of \//
grand allance

4
mul befje the latter severed ties
with the NDA, the third front
would benefit. Since a vast
section of the electorate is opposed
to both the BJP and the Congress,

there is tiremendous scope
for the revival of the third front,
he said.

But even as the ex-Prime Min-
isters are keeping their fingers
crossed, the CPM is in a dilemma.
The Marxists are irked with the
Congress for talking about a
“grand alliance” with the
Trinamul. But at the
same time, they do not
want the Congress to
weaken as a national
party.

According to them
— with most regional
parties who swore by
secularism  coopted
into the NDA — only

eyes of the minorities. the Congress could take
Rather, the Con- on the BJP.

gress’ indirect alliance T The ex-Prime Min-
with the NDA would Singh:Back isters are therefore
give the aspiring in business not wasting any time.
quartet the opportunity They are going ahead
to court the minorities and secu-  with their mission earnestly.

lar forces, though On Sunday, Gowda and V.P.

not if Trinamul Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee pulled out of the
saffron camp. In that case, they
would have nothing to rejoice
about.

Barring the Left, the Congress
was the only centrist party with a
track record of fighting the BJP.
Even the Janata Dal (United) com-
promised its secular principles to
ally with it.

Sources close to the four said
they are avidly following the de-
velopments. Though Gowda and
Gujral refused to comment, a
source close to Singh said if the
Congress aligned with the Trina-

Singh are scheduled to address a
rally in Ghaziabad to highlight the
Centre’s “anti-people” policies.
They have alse planned a series of
meetings to rouse the dormant
third front forces.

V.P. Singh vyesterday ad-
dressed the sixth all India
conference of the Democratic
Youth Federation of India
(DYFI), the youth wing of the
CPM, at Thiruvananthapuram,
and predicted that  the
Congress would suffer all
over the country if it forged an al-
liance against the Left in West
Bengal.
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- Advani asks Congress

G

INDORE, APRIL 12, The Unlon Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, today made an open call to the Congress()
to join the ‘grand alliance’ (‘mahajot’) to defeat the
CPI(M)-led coalition in the West Bengal Assembly
elections next year.

“We have decided that f the Congress joins the
maha alliance, then with it and if does not, then
without it, we will defeat the CPI(M)-led alliance,”
Mr. Advani told reporters here.

(But elsewhere, the call was rejected by senior
Congress(l) leader and the Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Mr. Digvijay Singh.)

Maintaining that the Assembly elections next year
was the opportune time for removing the marxists
from power, he said the Congress(l) “is in a fix and
unable to take a decision” on the Trinamool Con-
gress invitation to join the ‘grand alliance.’

The Home Migistér said that though a section of

to join ‘mahajot’

the Congress(l) in West Bengal had been opposing
the move because of the BJP’s presence in the alli-
ance, it was in the party’s interest to join it. “Or else,
it will suffer in West Bengal”.

Mr. Advani criticised the Congress for ‘not playing
a constructive role of a responsible opposition’.

“The party, which had opposed the Laloo-Rabri
duo throughout the elections in Bihar, has taken a
‘U-turn’ and supported it in forming the govern-
ment.” Though the NDA Government had completed
two years, the Congress(I}) had played a ‘negative
role’ on major issues such as Pokhran and Kargil.

Mamata rules out merger

PTI reports from Calcutta:
The Trinamool Congress chairperson, Ms, ha-
ta Banerjee, today ruled out the possibjlieyof merger
with the Congress(l).

JINDU
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RSS irked over ’

shelving of tempfex\
Article 370 issues

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The growing indisci-

1 scrapping of Ar-
icle 370 have
i started worrying
Kushabhau  the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The
Sangh’s unhappiness on this score is
abundantly reflected in the latest is-
sue of its mouthpiece Panchajanya.

Devoted to the 20th anniversary
of the founding of the BJP, the j jour-
nal in Hindi has lauded the party’s
growth over the past two decades,
but it has also taken a critical look
at its policies and performance. The
journal has not only deprecated in-
discipline in an article but ques-
tioned party president Kushabhau
Thakre on it in an interview.

“Hidiscipline in the organisation is
growing day by day, like the cross-
voting-in Uttar Pradesh recently.
What would you say about it?” the
jourpal asked Mr Thakre. In another
question, it asked Mr Thakre, “What
stepsis your organisation taking to
end:this kind of indiscipline?”

M Thakre admitted cross-voting
in U,P. was an issue of concern for
the BJP, but said it has become nec-
essary to seriously consider “the
kind'of challenges we have to face
in U.P.”” On indiscipline, Mr Thakre
said.-he did not think disciplinary
action alone would be the answer.
The.challenge before the party, he
said, was larger. “Those who have
comg to the BJP, are in a way from
a sogiety that is before us. That soci-

ety is polluted, and it is in that'soci-

ety that we have to work, engfench
ourselves.”

If Mr Thakre evaded a direct an-
swer by talking about “larger chal-
lenges” in U.P, Panchajanya
brought up Ayodhya and Article
370 — which, it said, the BJP had
left out when forming the National
Democratic Alliance government
— and forthrightly asked, “Have
you put them in cold-storage, or
will you raise them again?”

Mr Thakre said that if the BJP put
these core issues aside, other allies
too, did the same. Indeed, some
points from the BJP agenda, like
making India a nuclear power, or
creating separate states of Vanan-
chal and Uttaranchal, were accepted
by other allies. “So, will you raise
those issues again?” persisted Pan-
chajanya. “In my view, instead of
worrying about tomorrow’s meal,
we should be thinking about today’s
dinner,” responded Mr Thakre.

In its article, Panchajanya was un-
sparing, If the BJP’s growth over the
past two decades was “immense”, it
said, its loss of idealism and ideology
needed to be addressed. It refuted
arguments of “difficulties, limits and
aberrations of the present political
set-up” and wondered whether
whatever possible within the pre-
sent set-up is being done. “Uttar
Pradesh holds the mirror.”

It slammed the BJP for factional- -
ism and acrimony, and said the party
had obviously failed to ensure that
“idealism and responsible behav-
iour” percolated down to the lowest
rung. It was particularly harsh on
those in the BJP “aspiring to be-
come an MP without having done
organisational work”, those MPs as-
piring to become ministers and
those ministers who hankered after
“powerful and fruitful portfolios”.
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Mahajot is 4 |,

erand idea,

says Fernandes

HT Correspondent \A \’
Calcutta, April 14

EFENCE  MINISTER
DGeorge Fernandes said

here today that the
Mahajot was a grand idea and the
way the political scene was shaping
up in Bengal, the State Congress
would disintegrate very soon.

“Mamata Banerjee is doing a
good job. The Mahajot can bring
about a total change i this State. I
am willing to help her. I wish her
success in her venture,” Fernandes
told The Hindustan Times.

He said the Congress adopt a
practical approach and respond to
the political need of the hour. “I
advise Congressmen to heed
Home Minister L K Advani’s sug-
gestion that they should immedi-
ately join the Mahajot to defeat the
CPI(M) Government,” he said,
adding, “I wouldn’t like to com-
ment on Sonia Gandhi but I would
definitely say that the Congress is
moving in the wrong direction.”

Fernandes pointed out”that he
wouldn’t be surprised if the State
Congress joined hands with the
CPI(M) to fight the Mahajot
“because they have exposed them-
selves in Bihar”. “To defeat the
NDA Government in that State,
they not only teamed up with the
CPI(M) but also with Laloo
Prasad Yadav’'s Rashtriya Janata
Dal,” he said.

Talking about the proposed
review of the Constitution,
Fernandes said that a lot of “ill-

informed discussions” were being
carried out by people who are
expected to possess a better knowl-
edge of the Constitution. “The
Constitution Review Commission
set up by the Union Government is
not authorised to amend the
Constitution. It is Article 368 of
the Constitution which provides
for amendments,” he said. “And
that too the amendments to the
Constitution can only be done pro-
vided it is passed by two-thirds
majority in both the Houses of
Parliament. So when you have this
kind of a safeguard, why create
such a hue and cry?”

Talking about defence-related
matters, Fernandes said the Sukhoi
controversy was based on misinfor-
mation spread by the media. “We
have our commitments and we will
acquire the required number of
Sukhoi fighters as decided by the
Government of India in due time.
The deal is very much on and there
is no controversy whatsoever,” he
clarified. “The Advanced Jet
Trainers will also be inducted into
the Air Force to give it a cutting
edge.” The minister also said the
Government will lay stress on
strengthening the armed forces.

“Besides expanding the Navy, we
will strengthen our Air Force and
Army. But this does not mean that
we are in an aggressive mood. We
have never attacked any country
but we have been attacked in the
past. So we would like to keep our
arnéed'forces in proper shape,” he
said.
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HE GRAND Moghul of the
Congress is fast becoming
a comic figure. He is suf-
fering from the delusion
that from his room in Ballygunge Circular
_Road he can rule Bengal by hurling his dis-
" ciplinary thunderbolts from time to time.
It is of no concern to him that what he is
doing is ultra vires of the Congress Consti-
tution itself. And it is of no consequence to
him that through his penal measure he
may soon be expelling the entire public
from the Congress.”” Thus spake Subhash
Bose in December, 1940, at his vitriolic
best, against the Congress High Com-
mand, symbolised in this case by Maulana
Azad. .

Nearly 60 years later, the paraplegic Mr.
Ghani Khan Chowdhury, otherwise fondly
called ““barkatda”, has become the latest
and the most unlikely defender of the Cal-
cutta-would-not-be-dictated-to-from-
Delhi tradition of defiance and autonomy.
The tradition is deeply ingrained in Benga-
li political culture. After all, it had taken the
combined prestige and power of Mahata-
ma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar
Patel to put down the challenge from Sub-
hash Bose. After Independence, Jawaharlal
Nehru avoided the confrontation with
“Calcutta” by the simple device of allow-
ing B. C. Roy his fiefdom. It was only dur-
ing the Indira Gandhi regime that Mr.
Siddhartha Shankar Ray tamely fell in line.

Later the CPI(M) continued the tradition
by its shrill disagreements with New Delhi,
though the marxists invariably took care to
season their dish of regional demonstra-
tiveness with a liberal sprinkling of ide-
ological pepper. The “national” leadership
of the CPI(M) itself avoided the problem
by becoming an appendix to the West Ben-
gal unit. Within the Congress, the problem
resurfaced with Mr. Pranab Mukherjee’s
“revolt” against Rajiv Gandhi’s high-hand-
edness. Ms. Mamata Banerjee parted com-
pany with Mr. Sitaram Kesri’s Congress
1997, though ironically not without con-
siderable instigation from ““10, Janpath”;
Ms. Banerjee’s departure was used by the
10, Janpath” intriguers to demand that
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi be allowed to occupy
the centre stage.

Even two years,later — and after two

(¥

|

bsessive anti-marxist crusade nor Mrs. Sonia Gandhi’s
political mistakes ipso facto make the “mahajot” a
desirable idea.

[ .

general elections — Ms. Banerjee has not
returned to Mrs. Sonia Gandhi’s Congress.
And, now, Mr. Chowdhury says he is pre-
pared to walk out of the Congress(I) if he is
not allowed to have his say in the matter of
the proposed ‘‘mahajot”.

The sudden endorsement of the “maha-
jot” idea by almost the entire West Bengal
Pradesh Congress(l) Committee is as
much a throwback to the tradition of *“Cal-
cutta defying Delhi” as it is a reaffirmation
of the new accent in our political culture of
“power at any cost’'. The Congressmen in
West Bengal have been out of

vote-catcher that has changed perceptions
within the West Bengal unit. The crux of
the matter was stated, in 1940, by Subhash
Bose: “‘Authoritarianism on the part of a
dictator or a group may be tolerated if ei-
ther of them has the necessary following
and position in particular area. In the case
of Bengal, neither the Maulana nor even
Mahatma Gandhi should be unaware of
the real position.”

No wonder, then, the “high command”
can be so easily defied. Mrs. Sonia Gand-
hi's entirely unjustifiable arbitrariness in

power for nearly two decades,

STATECRAFT

the recent matter of the Rajya
Sabha elections has given the

and if Ms. Banerjee is in a posi-
tion to change that equation of powerless-
ness then they would be quite happy to
hitch their wagon to her caravan, irrespec-
tive of the company she may keep.

As far as the BJP is concerned, it sees its
growth in West Bengal as part of a larger
growth of the Hindutava appeal. In the lat-
est issue of “BJP TODAY”, the party’s West
Bengal general secretary notes: “In the
1989 Lok Sabha election, the BJP fielded its
candidates in 19 out of 42 constituencies,
securing a little over one per cent votes. As
in other parts of the country, the Ram
Mandir agitation aroused many a dormant
soul in the State and imbibed in hearts a
sense of solidarity with national pride. The
result was over 12 per cent votes in the
1991 elections.” This share dropped,
again, to 6.88 per cent in 1996, and the
Congress(l) share was 40 per cent, up from
36 per cent in 1991. It was not until Ms.
Banerjee allowed herself to be provoked
into forming her Trinamool Congress that
the Congress(l) vote share fell dramatically
to 15 per cent in 1998 and still further to 13
per cent in 1999. Obviously Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi’'s undisputed stewardship of the
Congress(l) ship was not enough to con-
vince the traditional Congress voters to
come back to the mother organisation.

It is Mrs. Sonia Gandhi's failure as a
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West Bengal Congress(l) an

acute cause of resentment. It is the same
Somen Mitra crowd that had two years ago
denounced Ms. Banerjee's vociferously for
her reluctance to declare the BJP as ‘“‘com-
munal”’; now they could care less if the
Trinamool Congress leader keeps on sing-
ing paeans to Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.
Never before was crass opportunism
sought to be conveniently packaged as
pragmatism.

Nor is it any surprise that the most vocal
salesman of the “mahajot” idea is none
other than Mr. Lal Krishna Advani, once
serenaded as the most ideological among
the sangh parivar’s ideologues but now
metamorphosed into an adroit practitio-
ner of political opportunism of the most
crass kind. Mr. Advani is keen to rope in
the Congress(l) in the “mahajot’’ contrap-
tion because such an arrangement would
finally allow the BJP to claim that it had
exorcised itself of the communal ghosts.
Once the Congress(l) allows itself to be
conned into sharing the political bed with
the BJP, that too on Mr. Advani's terms, a
hefty pay-off in terms of respectability and
acceptability would accrue the BJP way be-
yond West Bengal.

Yet neither Ms. Banerjee’s success in her
obsessive anti-marxist crusade nor Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi’s political mistakes ipso fac-

The I}Lumbug called ‘mahajot’

Neither Ms. Mamata Banerjee’s success in her

to make the “mahajot” a desirable idea for
the West Bengal Congress(l). As inheritors
of the Subhash Bose legacy, “Barkatda”
and others should know the Congress(l) is
much bigger than Mrs. Sonia Gandhi and
her follies. And unless they can persuade
Ms. Banerjee to disengage herself from the
BJP, the central leadership cannot allow
itself to be blackmailed into this “maha-.
jot'" business, even if a section of the West
Bengal Congress(I) wants to walk out.
Granted it is the business of a political par-
ty to capture political power and that no
rigid ‘“ideological” posture can become
paramount; but, then, a political party is
also known for what is stands for and what
it opposes.

Nearly 50 years ago, the dilemma and a
way out of it was spelled out by Jawaharlal
Nehru: “I think that the thing to be abso-
lutely clear about is which way the Con-
gress looks and which way it is going, and
this should be declared in words of one
syllable, if | may say so, which can have no
two meanings. There is a tendency, and a
natural tendency for us, to seek peace; by
peace | mean concord. We ought to seek
that, of course. But when this kind of an
organisational peace is sought by covering
up differences, by slurring over them, not
knowing what we are or what we intend to
do, then we do not get concord or peace,
but merely a continuing confusion which
leads you to trouble some time or other.”

The need for this kind of clarity in think-
ing was as relevant in 1951 as itis today. To
the extent that the Congress(I) has the bur-
den and obligations of an all-India politi-
cal party, it cannot permit the West Bengal
crowd to break political bread with the BJP
if the leadership sincerely values whatever
meaning it has come to invest in its battle
against the Sangh parivar. There is a new
interconnectedness in the Indian polity,
and no political party that seeks a presence
all over India can afford the luxury of run-
ning with the hare in West Bengal and
hunting with the hounds in the rest of the
country. Notwithstanding the cumulative
record of marxist failures and aberrations,
the “mahajot’” idea remains an exercise in
political expediency, ultimately inimical to
the long-term interest of the Congress(I)
and of the polity at large.



BJ P’ qgrlple

he stars re not shining for the ional Democratic
Alliance. The Bharatiya Janata PartX is finding it difficult
to keep its act together in the face of setbaXks that have cut into
its confidence. The results of the Assembly elections proved
that the people were not particularly convineed about the Hin-
dutva agenda, and even in states like Orissa they have preferred
*he more controversial image of ally Biju Janata Dal to that of
the BJP. In Bihar, despite the vigorous campaign, the electorate
brought the Rashtriya Janata Dal back as the single largest
party with the BJP a very poor second. And although governor
Vinod Pande forgot constitutional propriety to aid the installa-
tion of a NDA government it was not destined to last. In that
legislators from the usually vulnerable Congress party did not
succumb to the lure of money and power and temporary chief
minister Nitish Kumar was unable to muster the necessary sup-
port. The entire Opposition in Bihar proved that it had come of
age by rallying behind Laloo Prasad Yadav against the com-
munal forces represented, in their opinion, by the NDA. The
issue was also raised in both Houses of Parliament with the pro-
ceedings being stalled effectively by irate opposition members
demanding the recall of governor Pande. The point to be under-
stood here is that even today it is not possible for parties in
power to tamper excessively with the system. And that there is
an inbuilt system of checks and balances which, if exercised
effectively, can prevent the erosion of the system. The Opposi-
tion, for instance, also succeeded in getting the Gujarat govern-
ment to withdraw its controversial order removing the ban on
government employees from joining the RSS. The opposition
parties united in the Parliament to stall proceedings until the
order was withdrawn, resuiting in a major defeat for the BJP
which had, at one point, even toyed openly with the idea of
removing the central ban on government servants from partici-
pating in RSS activities and seeking its membership. The third
quick sethack for the present government has come from US
President Bill Clinton’s decision to visit Islamabad, despite
India’s efforts to prevent this visit from taking place. Prime
Minister Vajpayee who had almost staked his government’s
reputation on this was informed by President Clinton that he
would be stopping at Islamabad on his way back to Washing-
ton. Another government would have reeled under the weight
of these setbacks but the BJP has the patience and tenacity to
wait out the spell of bad luck, in the hope that matters will get
back to even keel again. But there is a despondency reflected in
the silence of the usually vocal party. Needless to say the
Opposition is pmlmulmly buoyed over its success, and can be
expected to press home its advantage in the coming weeks. The
rare cooperation witnessed between the Congress. Left and
other opposition parties within and outside Parliament will, in
all probability continue, leading to further tension for the BJP
and its allies in government. The fact remains. and this has been
well articulated before India and the world, that there is no sin-
gle party or coalition that can claim to represent the people of
thls pluralistic country. Suffice it to say that a fire has been lit
under the cauldron. And the results will not be predictable.
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Yajpayee faction in
RSS gets moderate

selected as deputy
to hardline \chief

By Ramu Bhagwat
The Times of India News Service

NAGPUR. There was some good
news at last from Nagpur for the
Vajpayee government which is
said to be jittery over the appoint-
ment of swadeshi hardliner K.S.
Sudarshan as the new RSS chief.
Mohan Madhukar Bhagwat,
unanimously elected as
‘sarkaryavah’ (number two in the
hierarchy) by the organisation’s
governing council late on
Saturday night, is believed to be a
moderate who could restrain the
hawks in the RSS.

According to Sangh insiders, 49-
year-old Mr Bhagwat is more in
the mould of Balasaheb Deoras
who was known for his pragmatic
approach on matters political.
Though relatively less experi-
enced, Mr Bhagwat’s elevation to
the post, earlier held by veteran
H.V. Seshadri, augers well for the
Vajpayee faction in the RSS and
may it from letting the initiative
pass to the Advani group. This
could explain why another con-
tender for the post, hardliner
Suresh Ketkar, was not chosen for
the number two slot, the sources
added.

Mr Bhagwat, who hails from
Chandrapur district in
Maharashtra, brings with him
dynamism and rich experience.
Born on September 11, 1950 in
Sangli, he obtained a bachelors
degree in veterinary science. Mr
Bhagwat started as a pracharak in
the RSS and served in this capaci-
ty in Akola and Nagpur. Six years
earlier, he was appointed Akhil
Bhartiya Sharirik Pramukh and
last year took over as the Akhil
Bhartiya Pracharak Pramukh.

After taking charge, Mr
Bhagwat said he would endeavour
to give a new impetus to the
organisation by preparing its vol-
unteers to meet the challenge of
the new millennium.

In the RSS hierarchy, the
sarkaryavah is one of the most
important posts and the constitu-
tion of the organisation says the
person holding this position looks
after its day-to-day affairs.

Although Mr Bhagwat was
tipped for the post even before the
pratinidhi sabha met on March 10,
his appointment came only last

night at the ongoing session of the
three-day governing body meeting
of the RSS.

Significantly, by eclecting a
younger man for the crucial post,
the RSS has made its intention of
infusing new vigour into the
organisation clear. Mr Seshadri,
who could barely travel because of
ill-health, has stepped down and
has now been made joint general
secretary alogg with Madandas of

Calcutta. -0 P. ()5"’) :
Talking t6 newsperson$ ‘on

Sunday, Mr Madandas said the
RSS had not yet finalised who
would take up the pivotal task of
coordinating between the RSS,
BJP and other Sangh parivar con-
stituents. “The decision will be
taken in the next couple of days,”
he said while denying reports that
the responsibility would be given
to him. Before being appointed
RSS chief, K.S. Sudarshan was
responsible for this sensitive job.
Besides, new executive members
and heads of different RSS com-
mittees have also been appointed
for the next three years.

If at his press conference on
Friday Mr Sudarshan took an
aggressive stance by criticising the
Vajpayee government’s liberalisa-
tion policy and seeking changes in
economic advisors, Mr Bhagwat
on Sunday unveiled the RSS’
moderate face, saying, “We are
confident the Vajpayee govern-
ment would not bow down to the
dictates of World Bank-IMF or
the WTO regimes.”

Besides the resolution on the
national economy which called for
basic changes in the decision-mak-
ing process to make it more pro-
poor, the pratinidhi sabha adopted

four more resolutions. One on the -

recent visit of Pope John Paul 11
criticised his views on conversion,
another resolution said there was
“a deliberate attempt to attack the
ancient Hindu culture through the
pro-West media and foreign TV
channels.”

While the fourth resolution
expressed concern over the insur-
gency in the north-eastern states,
especially in Tripura, where four
RSS activists reportedly abducted
eight months ago are yet to be freed,
the fifth resolution sought a central
legislation banning cow slaughter.
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Jaitley, Sushma _
find place'gn BJP
list for RS polls;,

Dilip Kumar, Gavai will be
Cong. candidates from state

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Information minis-
ter Arun Jaitley, law minister Ram
Jethmalani and surface transport
minister Rajnath Singh have been
cleared by the BJP parliamentary
board as nominees for the March
29 Rajya Sabha biennial elections.

Senior  party functionary
Sushma Swaraj, who contested the
Lok Sabha elections from Bellary
against Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, has won the party nomi-
nation from Uttar Pradesh.

While Mr Jaitley has filed his
nomination from Gujarat, Mr
Jethmalani, who will be jointly
supported by the BJP and the Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra, has also
filed his papers. Along with Ms
Swaraj and Mr Singh, media per-
sonality Balbir Punj has been
nominated from Uttar Pradesh.
Sitting members Ram Bux Varma
and Ramnath Kovid are the other
candidates from the state.

Former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Kailash Joshi and party
leader in the state assembly
Vikram Verma are set to fill in the
vacancies from the state.

S.S. Ahluwalia, a former
Congress MP who had joined the
BJP before the general election,
has been nominated from Bihar.
Another former Congressman
Rajasekhara Murthy will be in the
fray from Karnataka. While Orissa
party chief Manmohan Samal is
being fielded from the lone seat in
the state, party general secretary
in Himachal Pradesh Kripal
Parmar has been nominated from
his state.

Among the others whose names

figure on the BJP list are Rav.
Shankar Prasad (Bihar), Lekhraj
Bachani (Gujarat) and Bal Apte
{Maharashtra).

Meanwhile, the Congress also
released its list of candidates.
Thespian Dilip Kumar and RPI
president R.S. Gavai will be the
party’s candidates from
Maharashtra. MPCC president
Govindrao Adik, making the
announcement in Mumbai on
Monday, said the two would file
their nomination papers on
Tuesday, the last day for filing
nomination papers.

While former MPCC chief
Prataprao Bhosale and Ram
Pradhan were serious contenders
for the seats, other aspirants with-
drew from the race as the party
decided against fielding those who
had lost in the last Lok Sabha
elections.

By selecting Dilip Kumar and
Mr Gavai, the party has sent a
message that it cares for the
minorities and Dalits who sup-
ported it during the last Lok
Sabha and assembly elections.
Besides, it has ensured the total
support of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) since the
NCP would not like to be seen as
not supporting either Mr Gavai or
Dilip Kumar.

Welcoming the nomination of
Dilip Kumar, MRCC president
Murli Deora said the party’s nom-
inees would win without any prob-
lem. “I was interested. But since
the party has decided not to con-
sider persons who fought the last
Lok Sabha elections, I respect the
decision,” Mr Deora said.
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BJD expels
“top leader \/
for six years

\\0 \ByN amdas

BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 3. In a rhajor
political development in Oryssa,
the Biju Janata Dal president
Union Mines Minister, Mr. Na-
veen Patnaik, today expelled the
chairman of the political affairs
committee of his party, Mr. Bijoy
Mahaptra, for “anti-party activ-
ities” for six years.

With the elections to the Orissa
Assembly slated for February 17
-and 22, the expulsion of Mr. Ma-
hapatra will in all probability trig-
ger chain reactions affecting the
electoral fortunes of the BJD in
the undivided Cuttack and Puri
districts.

In a surprise development, Mr.
Atanu Sabyasachi, a journalist
with a local daily, landed at the
district headquarter, Kendrapara,
this afternoon and filed his nomi-
nations for the Patkura seat as the
BJD candidate.

Mr. Mahapatra had filed his
papers as the BJD candidate for
this seat on Wednesday. Mr. Sa-
byasachi filed his papers at 2.58
p-m., leaving no scope for Mr.Ma- |
hapatra to take any other step.

Today was the last date for fil-
ing nominations for the second
phase.

Reacting to the decision, Mr.
Mahapatra said it was nothing but
“back-stabbing” and the BJD did
not mean Mr. Patnaik alone.

THE HINDU
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Stumped BJP probes

£ \0 :

Venkaiah rules Bihayr sethack

out witch-hunt

SANJAY BASAK
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 26. — The
BJP may be putting up a brave
front, the saffron think tank
has launched an exercise to
probe reasons for the “unex-
pected outcome” of the
Assembly elections. The BJP-
led NDA in Bihar is also send-
ing feelers to all “anti-Laloo
and pro-NDA factions” to join
them in its bid to prop up a
government in the state.

As part of the overall effort,
the saffron brigade has already
initiated moves to pressure the
Governor, Mr Vinod Pandey,
by claiming that
the “party was confident
that he would call the NDA to
form the government, since it
was emerging as the single-
largest combination” in the
state.

However, that the results
have left partymen flustered
was all too evident when some
Haryana BJP men reached the
party headquarters and

i blamed the central leadership
for the debacle in the state.
The BJP which had 11 MLAs
has managed to retain only
seven.

For a start, the analysts have
zeroed in on four main reasons
for the party’s debacle in Bihar
and Haryana. In Bihar, poll-
eve differences among allies
over seat sharing, failure to
identify the right constituen-
cies and rebel candidates were
the main reasons.

In Haryana, a senior party
leader said, the BJP’s electoral
arithmetic had simply gone
“haywire’, The party which
1 contested 29 seats in the Jat-
{ dominated Naryana, “did not

bother to fieldeven a single Jat

candidate”.

Also, it fielded only three
Schedule Caste candidates in
the state. “The party strate-
gists were completely unaware
of the-ground zealities,”.the
leader said. He alsd’ n¥edtibned
allegations that the chief of the
Indian National Lok Dal, Mr
Om Prakash Chautala, had
“pulled strings to defeat some
of the BJP candidates in the
state”.

While the party spokesman,
Mr M Venkaiah Naidu felt that
“no one should be singled out”
for the debacle, other leaders
tried to put the onus on the
Samata Party. “It was
Samata’s attitude and hard
bargaining which sent wrong
signals to people of Bihar”, one

of them said. The BJP had to
cancel its election committee
meetings as many as four
times, simply because the
Samata refused to budge from
its demand for “additional
seats.” The “drama”, played out
by so-called socialists over the
merger of Samata, Lok Shakéi
and the Janata Dal (United)
did its own bit to sully the
NDA’s image, he added.

The leader felt that the BJP,
perhaps would have “per-
formed better had it not have
to depend on its allies.” In
Bihar, the BJP and the NDA
issued party symbols to candi-
dates even before the seat-
sharing squabbles were sorted
out, he said.

While the BJP expelled five of
its rebel candidates, the
Samata and the JD(U) merely
disowned them. At least 25
rebel candidates of the NDA
won in the Bihar.

However, the BJP which is
trying to gloss over the set-
back, is claiming that the party
has gained immensely in the
Assembly polls. Claiming the
gain was “hundred per cent”,
Mr Naidu, said :"We had a
total of 60 MLAs in Bihar,
Haryana and Orissa. This time
we are expected to have at
least 120 MLAs, including six
from Manipur...”

However, the truth is, the
party is worried not simply
because of its poor perfor-
mance, but also the inevitable
pressure it will come under at
the Centre. The saffron forces
are afraid that the BJP now
will have to contend with peri-
odic “arm twisting” by allies,
especially the INLD and the
BJD, which will no longer need
to bank on the BJP to stay in
power in their respective
states.

The BJP will also have to
watch out for “possible revival
of the Third Force.” .

For now, the BJP-led NDA is
reportedly in touch with rebel
candidatesand is trying to woo
them back. One of the BJP
minister of state, Mr
Shahnawaz, who won from
Bihar, has been pressed into
the =ervice with this express
purpose.

The party may be “confident’
that the Governor would ask
the NDA to form government,
at least one BJP leader admit-
ted that the Governor might
chose to seek letters of support
from each bloc intending to
stake a claim to form the gcv-
ernment.
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RSS may bridge schism -
with kack-P/M-fully

Shekhar lyer
New Delhi, January 16

P RSS leaders are likely {o inter-
vene to end the schism in the BIP
following the incident of hijacking,

and call for full support for Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee.

Ironically, the Sangh leaders were
among the first to be critical of the
Government for buckling under the
hijackers' pressure to release three mili-
tants in exchange for the freedom of the
Indian Airlines passengers.

According to the RSS leaders now, any
further division on the issue will lead to
the weakening of the Prime
Minister's position as well as
that of the BJP, and might
encourage its detractors to look
for fissures in the National
Democratic Alliance.

Therefore, RSS chief
Rajendra Singh, along with
senior Sangh leaders H V
Seshadri and K S Sudarshan,
are likely to meet BJP president
Kushabhau Thakre before this
month-end. Before that, they
are likely to quietly advise the
BJP leaders to desist from
attacks on the Government and instead
back the Prime Minister, saying that the
swap deal was unavoidable to save the
lives of the passengers.

An RSS functionary said Mr Sudarshan
might also call on the Prime Minister to
clear any "misunderstanding” about the
Sangh's position. He will also convey its
"continued" full backing for Mr Vajpayee,

" while seeking quick steps by the
Government to improve the security
environment.

The rift in the BJP has been growing
ever since RSS chief Rajendra Singh was
quoted by a Sangh mouthpiece,
Panchajanya, as saying that the incident
brought to light the "cowardice" of the

1 S
Hindu society. The Government, he said,

should rectify lapses such as "failure” to
stop the hijacked aircraft during its brief
halt at Amristar. _

Other RSS leaders also reacted sharply
to the swap deal, calling it a major lapse,
which knocked out one of the major
planks of the BJP.

But the reaction in the BJP following
differences among senior party leaders
on the issue has now begun to worry the
RSS. Contradictory statements by the
BIP leaders on the Government's han-
dling of the crisis, following the Sangh's
displeasure, have been showing signs of
developing into a full-scale cold war

between the camps backing Mr Vajpayee
and Home Minister L K Advani. The lat-
est issue of another RSS organ,
Organiser, has now turned its ire on the
Government's agencies instead, saying
that the latter have no proper co-ordina-
tion in meeting the challenge of terror-
ism,

Mr Advani set the ball rolling with his
remark — reiterated in two separate BJP
meetings — that the incident dented the
party's image. When the Prime Minister's
displeasure over the Home Minister's
comment became known, BJP vice presi-
dent K Jana Krishnamurthi and later
party chief Kushabhau Thakre expressed
their disagreement with Mr Advani.

@

&

-

&

Call:

Yesterday, BIP vice presi J Hf

Mathur, however, voiced support for Ms
Advani's assessment, admitting that there}
were differing perceptions in the party. -

According to another RSS functionaryg
the truth is that the Sangh leadership is;
"disappointed” with both the Prime?
Minister as well as the Home Minister for*
not being able to improve matters ify
Kashmir, which is flaring up again. %

"The popular impression that the RSS2
is unhappy with Mr Vajpayee and pleaseds
with Mr Advani no longer holds good,§
he said. "While Mr Advani's supporters.
may think that he has not been given thq
opportunity to prove his mettle, we atq

disappointed that both leaders
have not been able to showe
exemplary management skills, g
he said. &

Nevertheless the ‘"prima¥®
concern” of the RSS, according
to another RSS functionary, is
that nothing should be allowed
to jeopardise the position of the
Prime Minister, who is playing a
"pivotal" role as the head of the
coalition. That concern is cer-
tainly not altruistic. It is born
out of the fact that there is no
alternative to Mr Vajpayee, and
second, the RSS cannot expect a more
"friendly” government than the present
one.

Both the BJP and RSS officials say it is
no secret that the Prime Minister and Mr
Advani were not in agreement during the
CTIS1S. :

The latter opposed any swap deal, say-
ing it would demoralise the security
forces battling the Kashmir ultras.

Mr Advani, who has the desire to wear
the mantle of "tough" Sardar Patel, had to
publicly back the Government's action.
albeit belatedly, describing it as the "best
under given circumstances”. Subse-
quently, however, he could not help say-
ing that the deal dented the BJP's imagg.
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~Ayodhya s

The Sangh Parivar
harps on the issue of
the construction of
the Ram temple out of
habit. But the legal
bar holds. Neither
the state government,
nor the Centre can
disturb the status
quo, says
MOHAN SAHAY

E Ram Janam Bhoomi-
abari Masjid dispute is
raked up every now and
then and will remain on the
national agenda for many more
years. Neither the government in
Delhi nor in Lucknow can disturb
the status quo of the disputed
site, till the court cases are dis-
posed of.

The Sangh Parivar rakes up the
issue of Ram temple construction
to keep the movement, which
started in 1949, alive. It suits
anti-BJP parties to capitalise on
the controversy. But the legal bar
holds and no matter what Ram
Prakash Gupta and the Parivar
hawks say about building the
temple, it is beyond their reach.

The Babari Masjid was built in
1528 by Mir Bagi, Babar's minis-
ter. Hindus say the mosque was
built after destroying a temple.
They claim that at the heart of
the mosque, lay the sanctum

. sanctorum of Ram.

In December 1949, some local
"mahants" of Ayodhya surrepti-
tiously kept the idols of Ram
inside the mosque. In 1950, the
premises were attached under

- . ~
N QV1
Section 145 of the Code o
Criminal Procedure. At that time,
Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant was
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
the Prime Minister.

olution not in sight

Q8
tion apart, e(Ayodhya issue is a
matter of fgith for the two com-
munities involved.
After the title suit verdict is
delivered hy Allahabad High
Court, one of the two parties

Civil suits were filed and inter- weuld;get. possession of the dis-
im orders passed restraining par- puted site. T
ties in the dispute from removing - If the Hindus win, they would
the idols and interfering with the predictably want to build the pro-
worship of the idols. The interimr posed temple.If the verdict goes in

order was confirmed by
Allahabad High Court in 1955.

the Muslims' favour, they would
want to rebuild the mosque. Both

In 1959, a civil suit was filed by _situations are fraught with com-

the Nirmohi Akhara of Ayodhya,
demanding that the disputed
structure be handed over to it.
Two years later, a suit was filed
by the Central Sunni Wagf Board.
It said the structure (the mosque)
belonged to the Board and as such
should be handed over to it. The
title suits are pending before the
Lucknow Bench of Allahabad

High Court.
‘Sﬁle disputed site on which the
sque stood, and the adjoining

precincts, was 2.66 acres. After
the Babari Masjid's demolition, it
was acquired by the Union
Government through an Act (No
33) in 1993. The Centre acquired
the adjoining qreas, including the
Manas Bhavan,

munal ramifications.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee has been suggesting
that the dispute be settled
through negotiations between the
two communities involved.

And rightly so, because the solu-
tion is unlikely to be found in
legal points, as one saw on 6
December 1992. Despite the
Centre's assurances, the state
government and the Supreme
Court's injunctions, the mosque
was destroyed.

"What was demolished was not
merely an ancient structure, but
the faith of the minorities in the

, sense of justice and fairplay of the
majority.(A 500-year-old struc-
ture, which was defenceless and

However, the Supreme Court whose safety was a sacred trust in
ruled in 1993 that the acquisition the hands of the state govern-
of the disputed land, including the ment was demolished," the

make-shift Ram temple built on Supreme Court observed in 1993.

the debris of the mosque on 6-7
December 1992, would not
deprive the "community found
entitled to it",

gfill the pendency of the title
suit, the Centre is the receiver of
the disputed land. The state gov-
ernment has no jurisdiction to
tamper with the existing status of
the disputed site, including the
make-shift temple.

The Centre, too, cannot interfere
or act otherwise to disturb the
status quo ante as ordered by the
Supreme Court. The legal posi-

nﬁsum
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