ouses adjourned
for fourth da

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHIDEC 7.  Both Houses of
Parliament were adjourned for
the fourth day in succession
amidst unprecedented scenes.

The controversy generated by
the Prime Minister’s statement
spilled over in both the Houses
with angry members shouting
slogans and moving into the well
of the House even before the offi-
cial business of the house had
begun.

The Prime Minister’s presence
in the Rajya Sabha ten minutes
before the commencement of
the House appeared to galvanize
members on both sides of the di-
vide.

The Opposition MPs moved to
the well of the House raising slo-
gans demanding the resignation
of three Ministers and a retrac-
tion of the Prime Minister’s
statement.

The Treasury benches were
quick to respond and raised slo-

VL A

€9\
gans hailing the leadership qual-
ities of the Prime Minister.
Sensing the mood of the House,
the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
Mr. Krishna Kant adjourned the
House for the day. :D |
T

Similar scenes we )n sed
in the Lok Sabha as wel as slo-
gan-shouting Oppositi
moved into the well of thq House
even before the questioh hour
had begun.

The Congress members were
the first to move in, followed
closely by the Left parties, the
RJD and the SP.

They were joined by the TDP
members who were trying to
raise the farmers issue in AP.

Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi initially
tried to persuade the members to
go back to their seats but with
little success.

Amidst the din and bedlam he
adjourned the House fomly@./
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fourth day

By QOur Special Correspondent

EW DELHIDEC 7.  Both Houses of
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the fourth day in succession

amidst unprecedented scenes.

The controversy generated by the

Prime Minister’s statement spill-
ed over in both the Houses.

The Prime Minister’s presence
in the Rajya Sabha ten minutes
before the commencement of the
House appeared to galvanize
members on both sides of the di-
vide. The Opposition MPs moved

Houses adjourned for

to the well of the House raising
slogans demanding the resigna-
tion of three chargesheeted Min-
isters and a retraction of the
Prime Minister’s statement. The
treasury benches were quick to
respond and raised slogans hail-
ing the leadership qualities of the
Prime Minister. Sensing the mood
of the House, the Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha Mr. Krishan Kant ad-
journed the House for the day.

Similar scenes were witnessed
in the Lok Sabha as well as slo-
gan-shouting Opposition MPs
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moved into the well ofithe House
even before the question hour
had begun. The Congress mem-
bers were the first to move in, fol-
lowed closely by the Left parties,
the RJD and the SP. They were
joined by the TDP members who
were trying to raise the farmers
issue in Andhra Pradesh.

The Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Ba-
layogi, inftially tried to persuade
the members to go back to their
seats but. with little success.
Amidst the din and bedlam, he
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PM’s femark

STATESMAR NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 7. — The

i Prime Minister’s statement on
the Ram temple yesterday gave
fresh impetus to the Opposition
in both Houses of Parliament
today as the members
demanded an apology from Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee for
“endorsing” the construction of
the temple at the disputed site
in Ayodhya.

Even before the Speaker, Mr
GMC Balayogi, arrived in the
Lok Sabha, the entire
Opposition was on its feet and
some even entered the well of
the House.

There was a chorus of protests
and almost nothing could be
heard. The Speaker had a
tough time persuading the
;members to return to their

| seats and let the House conduct
} the Question Hour.

But the Opposition was
unrelenting, forcing  the
Speaker to adjourn the Lok
Sabha for the fourth
consecutive day today without
transacting any business.

A similar fate awaited the
Rajya Sabha where the
chairman, Mr Krishna Kant,
adjourned the Upper House
after the Opposition disrupted
proceedings on the same
issue.

The Congress changed 1ts
tack today after a meeting at
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s house. The
party has demanded a special
discussion in both the Houses
tomorrow on the Prime

Opp paralys\ey

Houses

on#t

4

Minister’s comment that the
construction of the Ram temple
was an expression of national
sentiment and that the task
was still incomplete.

A Parliament official has
denied the AICC general
secretary Mr Ghulam Nabi
Azads’ comment that the party
had given notice to the Speaker
and the Chairman to suspend
the Question Hour tomorrow
and allow a special discussion
on the Prime Minister's
statement. “No notice for any
discussion could be given in
advance,” the official said.

Mr Raghuvans Prasad Singh
(RJD) said that since the
House was adjourned today
without  transacting any
business, all notices given
today have become redundant.
He, however, agreed that
notice for discussion or
adjournment could not be given
in advance.

Mr Azad made another faux
pas by referring to the
observations made by the
special designated court in
Lucknow on 9 September 1997
while taking cognisance of the
CBI chargesheet against all the
49 accused, including Mr LK
Advani, as the “judgment of the
court”, :

He said: “How could the
honourable Prime Minister
give a clean chit to Mr LK
Advani, Dr Murli Manohar
Joshi and Miss Uma Bharati in
the Babari Masjid case when
the judgement of the court said
otherwise.”
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"9\ OPPOSITION BLAMED FOR CONTROVERSY

PM
{

By Our Special Correspondpnt

NEW DELHI, DEC. 9. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, tqday
blamed the Opposition for start-
ing the controversy on Ayodhya
by raising the demand for the re-
signation of the three Ministers
“with an eye on December 6”. He
refused to accept any responsib-
ility for the controversy.

His remarks came at a lunch
hosted by the BJP parliamentary
party spokesman, Mr. Vijay Ku-
mar Malhotra. Speaking to press-
persons, Mr. Vajpayee asked,
“Why this demand, they have
been Ministers for years, there is
no question of their resignation.”
On the Opposition stalling Parlia-
ment proceedings, he said this
was not a healthy sign. “The Op-
position blames me for talking
outside Parliament, now I will say
whatever I have to in the House.”

The Prime Minister said he was
prepared for a discussion. “The
rule under which a motion is to be
discussed is always decided by

the Speaker. I will4ccept whatev-
er decision akes.” He sought
to make Jight of the noises ema-

v

o clarify

5 s

A.B. Vajpayee
nating from within the NDA
ranks. “None of the allies has
complained to me”. He said he
would welcome a meeting of the
NDA alliance partners. (A PTI re-
port quoting sources said an ND,
meeting had been conyerfed
tomorrow.)

in Parliament

mosque was brought down by a
bomb in 1992. “I have read about
it, but cannot react to it.”

Despite Mr. Vajpayee readiness
to have a discussion in Parlia-
ment, the other BJP leaders con-
tinued to goad the Opposition,
particularly the Congress, into
moving a no-confidence motion.
Mr. Maihotra felt it was the only
option before the Opposition as

the subject did not fall under the
purview of Rule 184 as suggested
by the Congress.

The BJP president, Mr. Bangaru
Laxman, said after the Prime Min-
ister left, that the controversy had
been generated by the Opposition
because the minorities were com-
ing close to the BJP after his Nag-
pur call.

Minister explains: Page 11

Mamata ‘embarrassed’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 9. Even as the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, insist-
ed that the NDA allies had no cause to be dissatisfied with his remarks
on the Ayodhya controversy, Ms. Mamata Banerjee of the Trinamool
Congress asserted that it was not proper for him to deviate from the
common agenda and any deviation would only lead to a conflict

within the ruling alliance.

Ms. Banerjee, who is also a Union Minister, pronounced herself to
he “embarrassed” over the Prime Minister’s statements and said “we

“want the issue to be sorted out immediately.” She also revealed that

her party had sought a meeting of the NDA coordination committee to
discuss the recent controversy. The Trinamool Congress leader noted
that the Government could be formed only because the common
agenda had jettisoned contentious issues such as Article 370, uniform
civil code and the Ayoghya temple. The Railway Minister is believed to

be in touch with

THE HINDU
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NEW DELHI, REC. 10. The Congress is insisting on
adiscussionin Parliament under a substantive
otion on its demand for the resignations of
hree Cabinet Ministers charged with conspir-
ing to demolish the Babri Masjid on December
2,1992. But, should the Opposition parties de-
cide to change their tactics at a meeting to-
morrow, before all party leaders meet in the
Speaker’s chamber, they may find that the ad-
missibility Rule 186, Clause VIII, could stump
them.

The Rule clearly states that a discussion
“shall not relate to any matter which is under
adjudication by a court of law having juris-
diction in any part of India,” and the Babri
demolition case is certainly in court. The fear
in the Opposition camp is that the Speaker will
not be able to rule in their favour if the Con-
gress insists on discussing the resignations.

A way out for the Opposition would be to
change the tactics and discuss the Prime Min-
ister's controversial statements on Ayodhya;

but a consensus on that would have to await
the Opposition’s strategy meeting. The Speak-
er has called a meeting of all party leaders at
10 a.m. to arrive at a decision which would
allow Parliament to function normally after a
week of adjournments.

Whatever form the discussion takes, the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, has been
forced by his allies at the NDA meeting today
to agree to take a strongly secular stand on the
Ayodhya issue in Parliament. Even so, it is cer-
tain that Opposition parties, and perhaps even
the allies, will query him hard on his contro-
versial statements made earlier this week.

Mr. Pramod Mahajan, Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, made it clear that the Govern-
ment will be willing to accept whatever
decision the presiding officers in the two
Houses take. The Government stand is that it
will be up to the Opposition to convince the
presiding officers to accept their motions, and
clearly the Government is depending on the
Opposition not being able to find the appro-

THE rmpys

1106200

" &'AYODHYA IN PARLIAMENT / OPPOSITION TO PUT HEADS TOGETHER

"/ 'Speaker’s meeting will be crucial

priate rules to discuss the demand for the
Ministers’ resignations.

The Congress spokesperson, Mr. Anil Shas-
tri, reiterated that his party will not budge
from its demand for a discussion on the resig-
nations of the three Ministers.

The ruling parties are also likely to exploit
the antipathy between the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party which is loathe to allow the
Congress the lead role on the Ayodhya issue as
it blames the Narasimha Rao and the Rajiv
Gandhi Governments as much as the BJP for
what happened on December 6, 1992.

The Left has been trying to smoothen things
out so that the Opposition does not present a
divided house tomorrow. It also seems that
the Congress may be reluctant to discuss the
larger Ayodhya issue as the heat would also be
on it — after all, the unlocking of the disputed
structure for ‘pooja’ and the ‘shilanyas’ (laying
of foundation stone) in Ayodhya took place
under Congress regimes. This is a major rea-
son for disagreements within the Opposition.



Parliament still in tu)gmml

Houses adjourned as

R

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 11
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ARLIAMENT WAS adjourned ¢n
PMonday following uproarious scenes {n

both Houses over the Ayodhya issue a
the Speaker's decision to disallow a censure
motion against three senior ministers. The Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha could not conduct any
business and it looked as if the deadlock, which
gripped both Houses through most of last week,
would continue evading a solution.

In his ruling delivered amid pandemonium,
the Speaker held out two proposals for the
members as possible solutions to the stalemate.
Either the members who desire a discussion
give notice under the rules in "appropriate form
for discussion at an appropriate time." Or,
alternatively, the House could suspend the
rules.

"I would not like to stand in the way of any
discussion under any rule if all sections of the
House were agreeable to suspension of relevant
rules on a proper motion to that effect to
enable a discussion on the matter," he observed.

The second proposal almost put the ball back
into the government's court, especially when
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pramod
Mahajan had yesterday assured that the
Treasury would be willing for a discussion under
any rule in both Houses on motions meeting
procedural requirements and having the Chair's
sanction.

"We- will continue pressing for a debate. It's
for the government to prove its bona fides by
volunteering a discussion under Rule 184,"

ongress deputy leader in the Lok Sabha
Madhavrao Scindia remarked after the
Speaker's ruling.

However, Mr Mahajan’s plain 'no' to suspen-
sion of rules and the BJP's challenge to the
Opposition to bring a no-trust motion against

WHAT BALAYOGI! SAID
L Panies interestedina |

© A censure motion seeking to drop a
| minister from the Council of Ministers is
| inadmissible as the Council of Ministers
| iscollectively responsible to the

Lok Sabha.

the government, appeared to eliminate the
chances of an eatly end to the imbroglio.
Unwnllmg to give up the fight, the Congress
gave fresh notices for discussion under Rule
184 even as other non-NDA parties, led by th
Left, hinted that at a joint strategy ses
tomorrow they might decide to bring s
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eaker disallows censure motion

motions for discussing the PM's recent remarks
on Ayodhya.

If that happens, fissures might surface in the
Opposition ranks, the- Congress having consis-
tently made a distinction between Mr
Vajpayee's comments on temple construction
and its demand for the exit of ministers
chargesheeted for demolition of Babri Masjid.

In the din that marked the brief House pro-
ceedings today, the S adi Party's Akhilesh
Singh was heard demanding the PM's resigna-
tion. A fairly large crowd of SP, RID, CPI(M)
and Congress MPs had thronged to the left and
right of Mr Balayogi as he read out his decision-
on the notice for censure motion by Mr S.
Jaipal Reddy (Congress) and others.

In fact, the Congress's fresh notices, number-
ing 45, could set the stage for another proce-
dural wrangle in the House tomorrow. Citing
precedents of parliamentary debates on so-
called sub-judice matters, the party's chief whip
in the Lok Sabha, Priyaranjan Dasmunshi
insisted that by making Mr Hiren Pathak's
recent resignation the basis for its demand for
the exit of three sitting ministers, the Congress
also met the topicality criterion for discussion
followed by a vote.

d the revised censure motions
on the "propriety” of Mr L. K. Advani,

sources
f

Dy M. M. Joshi and Ms Uma Bharti continuing

office when Mr Pathak has resigned after

being chargesheetedy like his senior colleagues
now under for actions in his personal
capacity and 6p/as a Central Minister.



Ayodhya is

debate
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HT Correspondent H«" /‘
New Delhi, December 12 1
AR

THE WEEK-LONG impasse in

Parliament over the Opposition's

demand for the resignation of
Union Ministers chargesheeted in the
Babri Masjid demolition case and the
PM's comments on the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya ended today as
the Government softened its stand and
agreed to a discussion followed by a
House vote.

The breakthrough came after two
rounds of meetings of leaders of political
parties convened by Lok Sabha Speaker
G.M.C. Balayogi. But the Government
conceded the Opposition's demand for a
debate (under Rule 184) only after the
first round of patleys failed to break the
logjam and both Houses adjourned for
the eighth consecutive day.

The settlement reached in the Lok
Sabha has prepared ground for a similar
understanding in the Upper House. The
matter is expected to be resolved tomor-
row by Chairman Krishan Kant in con-
sultation with party leaders and Leader
of the House Jaswant Singh without
whose consent no motion entailing a vote

can be taken up.

At the second meeting in the Speaker's
hambers, it was agreed that the exact
anguage of the proposed motion will be

etermined by Mr Balayogi. The draft
would reflect the spirit and the substance
of 53 notices moved by various
Opposition parties. While as many as 45
of these notices stand in the name of
Congress members, the remaining have
been submitted by the Left parties, the
SP, the RJID, the Muslim League and the
AIADMK.

Effectively, this means that the text of '

the motion will admix both elements -
the propriety issue raised by the
Congress to den'nd the exit of Mr L. K.
Advani, Dr M. \-. Joshi and Uma Bharti
and the PM's recent statements on
Ayodhya, to which other parties have
taken exception.

In the balloting held here this evening
by the Lok Sabha Secretariat, the
responsibility of moving the motion has
fallen on the Congress which has already
decided to field Mr S. Jaipal Reddy to
open the daylong debate. The discussion
would be taken up at 12.30 p.m. tomor-
row, immediately after the Question

Hour and tabling of papers.
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The PM will make his speech on
Thursday after which Mr Reddy would
wind up the discussion and the motion
will be put to vote.

In a day of fast-paced developments,
the first meeting convened by the
Speaker at 10.30 a.m. had ended in a
deadlock with Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan insisting that
the PM be allowed to make a suo motu
statement to which the Opposition could
respond through the motion under Rule
184. This was favoured by the BJP's allies
too. But the Opposition leaders, includ-
ing the SP's Mulayam Singh Yadav,
rejected outright the Government's offer.

“This would have helped Mr Vajpayee
dilute, if not entirely deviate, from his
original remarks which have caused
uproar. Moreover, the proposed arrange-
ment would have enabled him to speak
twice (before and during the debate) to
our disadvantage,” a senior Opposition
leader present at the meeting later
remarked.. He said the ice was broken
during the second meeting at 12.30 p.m.
when the government agreed to a discus-
sion under Rule 184 without insisting on
a suo motu statement by the PM.

See also page 11



_Pbeadlock continues in Rajya Sabha

By Our Special Correspondent ’\rt)
NEW DELHI, DEC. 13. The deadlock over the Ayodhya
issue centinued to cast its shadow on the Rajya Sab-
ha which was adjourned for the eighth day without
transacting any business even as a discussion on it
got underway in the Lok Sabha.

What lead to the adjournment after two brief ses-
sions today was the Government’s agreeing for a
discussion in the Lok Sabha under a substantive mo-
tion entailing voting but not allowing it under,a sim-
ilar provision in the Rajya Sabha. ¥ 1

The Opposition members, including thobei fro
the Congress, the CPI{M), the CPI, the RJD, t
majwadi Party, the RSP, the AIADMK, the Foryard
Bloc and the United Parliamentary Group, insi§ted
that they wanted a discussion culminating in a vjte.
The Government was reluctant to concede this, cdn-
sidering that their strength was less than that of the
Opposition.

In the morning, the Rajya Sabha Chairman, Mr.
Krishan Kant, adjourned the House till 2.00 p.m.,
and the Deputy Chairperson, Dr. Najma Heptulla,
wound it up for the day after pandemonium broke
out with the Congress MP, Mr. Suresh Pachauri,
wanting to know the fate of the motion moved by
him along with Mr. Pranab Mukherjee and Mr. Kapil

Sibal for a discussion under Rule 168x:As other mem-
bers joined the chorus, those onh the Treasury
Benches objected to it. Dr. Heptulla said that the
House was being adjourned till tomorrow since a
meeting to find a way to resolve the deadlock was
going on.

After a meeting of Opposition leaders, the MPs
released a joint statement blaming the Government
for disagreeing to have a discussion on the impro-
riety of the statement of the Prime Minister exoner-
ating the three Union Cabinet Ministers against
whom chargesheets have been filed in the Babri
Masjid demolition case. .

The joint statement was signecgby Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee (Congress), Dr. Biplab Dasgupta (CPl-
M), Mr. Ranjan Prasad Yadav (R]D), Prof. Ram Gopal
Yadav (Samajwadi Party), Mr. Abani Roy (RSP), Mr.
R. Margabandhu (AIADMK), Mr. B.S. Ramoowalia
(United Parliamentary Group), Mr. Gaya Singh (CPI)
and Mr. Debabrata Biswas (Forward Bloc).

Meanwhile, the Minister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Mr. O. Rajagopal, told The Hindu, that
the Government was willing to allow a discussion
under Rules of the House and had offered two op-
tions — the Prime Minister would make a statement

followed by a_discussion or a short-duration dis-
cussion. /
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HT Col
New Delhi, December 13

RIME MINISTER ﬁk
PBihari "Vajpayee's caref

cultivated moderate-secu-
lar image came under attack in
the Lok Sabha today. Opposition
. MPs attributed motives to his
defence of the chargesheeted
ministers and his remarks pro-
posing construction of a Ram
Temple on the disputed site in
Ayodhya.

A lively debate, often peppered
with references to literature and
history, ensued following a con-
sensus decision to break the
seven-day-long Parliamentary
deadlock over the Opposition's
demand for admission of a cen-
sure motion. The Speaker had
allowed a discussion under Rule
184 (which entails voting)
through a meticulously worded
resolution  that apparently
pleased all Opposition parties.

Arguing for the Government,
Law Minister Arun Jaitley said
the Motion was "politically moti-
vated with an element of consti-
tutional impropriety and seeks to
introduce new jurisprudence
whereby a man is held guilty
from the moment charges are
framed against him". Besides
another party member, Mr VK.
Malhotra, the PM and his three
ministerial - colleagues - Mr

LK. Advani, Dr M.M.Joshi and Ms Uma Bharati —
received strong support from NDA allies such as the
MDMK’'s Vaiko, the Shiv Sena's Anant Geete and the
Samata Party's George Fernandes .

All of them, including, Mr Jai
NDA's agenda of governance while :
Motion as an instrument to embarrass the -
Government . On their part, the Opposition's key

Debating Points

§ Jaipal Reddy (Cong): The
PM may have the legal
4 right to govern but has lost
the moral right to rule. He
is now a lame-duck PM.

Arun Jaltley (BJP): The [
motion is politically moti-
vated and an attempt at
introducing . new jurispru-
dence. ,

Somnath  Chatterjee
(CPM): The Prime Minister
is trying to influence the
course of justice in
Ayodhya case..

Mayawatl (BSP):  The
Congress . and . - the
Samajwadi Party:. are

indulging in theatrics to
get Muslim votes.

Mulayam Singh (SP): The
PM - should resign if he
doesn't figve the courage
to drog: the three

chargesheeted Ministers.

r

P..R. Dasmunshi (Cong):
We are not debating the |
temple-mosque issue. We |
want the Ministers' resig-
nation on grounds of pub- :

lic morality & Constttutional propriety.

ile rubbishing the

probity."

gja%,'
bate in LS

'will

speakers singled Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Advani out for a vitriolic
attack. While Mr Somnath
Chatterjee accused the PM of
“interfering in the process of law"
by having extended the clean chit
to his Cabinet colleagues, Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav (SP) went
so far as to demand Mr
Vajpayee's resignation. " If the
PM resigns, the three Ministers
automatically go,” he
declared.Earlier, while moving
the Motion, Mr S. Jaipal Reddy
(Congress) had pronounced that
Mr Vajpayee has lost the moral
right to govern. Besides, his mask
as a moderate was off.

To take the sting out of the
Opmiition‘s offensive, Mr Harin
Pathak, the junior minister
whose resignation had triggered
the demand for the exit of his
seniors accused in the Ayodhya
case, intervened in the debate to
clarify that he had stepped down
on his own volition. Some wind
was also taken off the
Opposition's sails when Ms
Mayawati (BSP) announced her
party's decision to abstain from
the vote after the debate. .

While bringing the Motion, the
Opposition had not expected it
to be carried in the House. But
Mayawati's decision is indeed a
setback to their proposed show
of unity on the issues under
debate. The marathon discussion

also brought to the fore the Congress' running feud
with the SP, over the Uttar Pradesh turf.

But , refraining to return the compliment to the SP,

Congress chief whip Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, said

.- his party was not interested in getti i

Temple-Mosque controversy. "Our

tutignal propriety, public morality and democratic

"Reiated reports on Page 11
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_aw ministry.’s
opinion sought
on how to end

postal agitation

THE UNION communications
ministry has sought the law min-
istry's opinion on how to tackle the
nation-wide postal strike that
entered its ninth day on
Wednesday. The request follows a
Delhi High Court's directive to the
Centre earlier in the day that the
strike be resolved by Friday. The
strikers are pushing for him
wages and regularisation of 3

- extra-departmental employees.

The court expressed its surprise
at the communications ministry
(the respendent ir a public interest
petition filed last week) did not
make serious attempts - including
the invocation of the Essential
‘Services Maintenance Act (Esma)
- to resolve the stand-off.

Under Esma, a striker may be
arrested and/or dismissed from
service. But the three federations
spearheading 22 unions with a
membership of around 5 lakh said
they will "ignore such black laws
and contigge till our degnands are
met." .

Whenﬂel)oxkers aslte ‘m
cations minister Ram Paswan
whether Esma would be igvoked to
break the strike, he said the Centre
could "only recommend its use. It

was for the states to implement it."

Mr ‘Paswan said he told the
employee’ unions not to prolong
the agitation as "most of their
demands had already been met
and the rest were being considered
by a Group of Ministers".

UNI reports that the Orissa High
Court has directed the state treas-
ury to make all payments due to
individuals  without revenue
stamps. This follows a pyblic inter-
¢st petition. that said revenue
stamps were being sold at Rs 50
each because of their non-avail-
gbility. NTYC, New Delhl
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

' NEW DELHI, Dec. 14. — Mr

Atal Behari Vajpayee today
told the Lok Sabha that his go-
vernment was “fully committed

* to abide by the Supreme Court
~ verdict on Ayodhya”.

The government would not
resort to amending the Consti-
tution to bypass the court’s
ruling as was done by the

. Congress government in the
' past, he said.

Mr Vajpayee “justified” his
statement that the Ram temple

| construction was an expression

of national feeling by referring
to the reconstruction of Somnath
temple in the 1950’s and Dr
Rajendra Prasad’s description of

! the movement as an expression

of national sentiment. “Nobody

. 'took objection to it then. Similar

is. the feeling associated with
Ram temple,” he said.

“The construction of the
temple would be possible with
the consent of all,” the Prime
Minister said. There were only
two ways to resolve the

; dispute, he said — “either go by

the court’s verdict or let the
Hindus and Muslims sit

! together and thrash it out”.

Mr Vajpayee blamed the Oppo-
sition for raking up the Ayodhya
issue by paralysing Parliament.
“I was not making any statement

. on Ayodhya, but I provoked
. by the Opposition’s pehaviour in

Parliament to isgue a state-
ment,” he said. The Prime
Minister denied he acted under
the pressures of his party or the
Sangh Parivar. “If there was any
pressure it was the pressure of
the media”, he said.

Referring to the shilanyas in
1989 during Rajiv Gandhi’s

tenure, Mr Vajpayee said: “I
don’t blame the then Prime
Minister who allowed shilanyas
thinking it was a good job”.

At this point, Mr ND Tewari
interrupted, saying the shila-
nyas was performed outside the
precincts of the mosque.

Mr Vajpayee’s 50-minute
speech was interrupted several
times by the Opposition mem-
bers who questioned his role in
not responding to their demand
to issue a clarification on his
statement on the Ram temple.

Some members also charged
the Prime Minister with at-
tempting to influence the court
by saying that the three mini-
sters chargesheeted in the case
were innocent.

To this Mr Vajpayee said; “I
was not trying to influence the

! W More reports on page 8
court and I am sure the court
would not be influenced in any
case by what I say.”

He advised the Opposition to
exercise restraint in raising
such matters since Ayodhya
was a “delicate issue”,

He told the House that the
three contentious issues dear to
the BJP ~ including the Ram
temple — was dropped from
the agenda “because we kept
the national interests in mind
and also that was the call of the
situation”. He iterated that the
government was bound to
follow the common agenda of
the NDA.

Mr Vajpayee’s supplementary
on abiding by the court’s ver-
dict came just before the Oppo-
sition censure motion calling
upon the Prime Minister to
drop the three Union ministers

‘Govt will abide
verdict
on Ayodhya: PM

'

-1 nﬁh
chargesheeted in|the Babari
case was put to vote.

At the last minute Mr
Vajpayee clarified to a pomnt
raised by the Trinamul.

(Not satisfied with the Prime
Minister’s speech the Trinamul
chief Miss Mamata Banerjee
left the House along with her
party colleagues and was soon
closeted with TDP leader, Mr K
Yerran Naidu, adds PT1.

(Trinamul leader Mr Sudip
Bandyopadhyay told reporters
that it was decided that her
party would abstain from the
vote on the motion in view of
the  “unsatisfactory  and
unclear” statement of the
Prime Minister on his remarks
regarding temple construction.

(After some persuasion, the
Trinamul members trooped
back to the House and Mr
Bandyopadhyay asked Mr
Vajpayee to clarify whether the
government would stand by the
court verdict. “We will abide by
the court judgment,” the Prime
Minister said.

The allies — TDP, Trinamul
and the INLD — later said they

were “reasonably satisfied”
with the Prime Minister’s
clarification.

The Opposition motion was
defeated by 271 to 179 votes
with 14 abstentions as BSP
members didn’t cast their
ballot. All the allies, including
the TDP and Trinamul voted
against the censyre motion.

Mr S Jaipal Reddy (Congress),
while winding up the debate as
the mover of the censure
motion, described Mr Vajpa-
yee’s reply as “poor” saying “the
Prime Minister’s reply mystified
the stand on Ayodhya rather
than clarifying the matter”™.

THE STATESHAN
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NEW DELHI 15 DECEMBER 7

HE GOVERNMENT finally
Tresolved the 8-day eyeball

to eyeball confrontation in
the Rajya Sabha on Friday by
agreein to discuss the
Opposiéon motion on the
Ayodhya issue under a section
which culminates in voting, fol-
lowing chairman Krishan Kant’s
ruling that he had admitted the
nine-party motion. It will be
taken up on Monday.

Mr Kant’s announcement on
the admission of the Opposition
motion, with a reply from the
Prime Minister to the 8-hour
debate on Tuesday, followed by
voting, came soon after the House
assembled on Friday morning.

The motion on Ayodhya has
been admitted under Rule 168
as demanded consistently by the
Opposition parties, including
division under Rule 170.

At the meeting of party lead-
ers of the House, the govern-
ment expressed its willingness
to buckle down on the demand
for a discussion under Rule 168,
with voting under Rule 170, on
the condition that the
Opposition peripherally
rephrased its motion.

Unlike in the Lok Sabha, the
wording of the motion is not
pegged on the resignation of the
three chargesheeted ministers
but on the impropriety of the
PM’s remarks exonerating
them.

This is perceived as being
particularly embarrasing to the
goverment, given the reading that
it amounted virtually to a moral
censure of Mr Vajpayee. In the
event, parliamentary affairs min-
ister Pramod Mahajan asked that
the Opposition to drop the word
“anguish” in the motion and sub-
stitute it with “disagreement.”

1\ e
oy

on Ayodhya vofé in RS

. LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee sharing a joke
with BJP president Bangaru Laxmsan at a lanch hosted by Union minister Venkaiah Naidu
at his residence in New Delhi on Friday. -— PTI

The government is in a
minority in the Rajya Sabha and
is, therefore, expected to lose the
vote unless it can manage signifi-
cant abstentions on Tuesday.

The government’s assent
after eight days of unsuccessful
attempts on its part to convince
the Opposition to settle for a dis-
‘cussion without voting.
Apprehensive of an embarassing
moral censure, it even consid-
ered the possibility of adjournign
the Upper House sine die.

Not  surprisingly, the
Opposition promptly pounced
upon this and blamed the govern-
ment for stalling the normal busi-
ness of the House.

Setting the stage for the
Opposition to score brownie
points over the ruling regime on
this count, leaders of both the
Congress and the Left parties on
Friday pointedly accused the gov-

ernment of creating hurdles to |
conduct of normal business in :
the House.

"The sudden change of heart :
by the government on the sensi- i
tive Ayodhya discussion despite |
facing an almost certain defeat is
perceived as having been based: :
primarily on two calculations.

One, that the resounding vic-
tory on the issue in the Lok Sabha
has virtually taken the sting out
of any possible embarassement
in the Upper House.

And two, it was the fear that
the Opposition — faced with the
possibility of the government
adjourning the House sine die in
a bid to escape moral embarass-
ment — would take its appeal
against the “deliberate and
repeated downgrading of the
Rajya Sabha” right up to the
President that stayed the govern-
ment’s hand.

The Economic Ti:ne.
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New Delhi, December 17 \)\

NOTHER LAMENT in
AParliament‘s eight-year-
ong elegy on Ayodhya

would find expression in the Rajya
Sabha tomorrow. Over the next
two days, the Elders would be dis-
cussing an Opposition motion
against Mr
Vajpayee's 'clean
chit' to ministers
chargesheeted in
the Babri masjid
demolition case.
Unwittingly or
by design, Mr L
K Advani, him-
self an accused in
the CBI case, has
set the tone for
the debate by his
public denuncia-
tion of the CBI.
In the
Opposition's
view, the Home
Minister's emi-

preparing of

the remarks.

HOME Minister L K Advani
on Sunday denied having made
any comment on the function-
ing of the CBI regarding the

against him in the Ayodhya
demolition case. "I never made

remarks attributed to me were
made by Sports Minister Uma
Bharati at a luncheon hosted by
Venkaiah Naidu on Friday after
reading the chargesheet against
me," Advani told reporters.

could

the Opposition's way. T e
of Ministers being accounts
the Lok Sabha alone, the geiiolu-
tion wouldn't be binding dn; the
Government. But it would further
embarrass NDA partners with sec-
ular claims and deny BJP the satis-
faction of an ominibus
Parliamentary “endorsemen:t' of
the PM's good conduct certificate

ble to

to the

‘It was Uma’ chargeshe:sted
triumvirate,

In fact, the

Rajya Sabha

motion doe:s not
stop at que:stion-
ing the PM's com-
ments exonerat-
ing Mr Advani,
Dr Joshi and Ms
Bharti. It sarys the
Pm’s statizment
has ‘“prejudiced
the issue" in the
backdrop of the
CBI case.

In a semse, Mr

chargesheet

In fact, the

PTI, Ahmedabad

nently avoidable comments
(regardless of his disclaimer today)
have made all the more untenable
the PM's defense of his colleagues.

As the ruling coalition is in a
minority in the Upper House, the
vote on the Motion, admitted
under Rule 170, is expected to go

Advani's clerisory
appraisal of the CBI case hias pro-
vided the Opposition an opportu-
nity to take the edge off the
Treasury's much-flaunted success
in obtaining LS's approval for the
Ministers'  continuatiom  in
Government. Unmindful of their
allies' discomfiture, sonne BIP

| em

PARTY POSITION
IN RAJYA SABHA*

IBIP 47 Cong

}TDP 13 | CPI-M 15
| DMK 9 RD 10
| Shivsena 5 SP 9
SAD 5 D 6
| BJD 3 CPl 6
| JAKNC 3 AIADMK 5
. AGP 2 .T™MC 3
L IMM 2 (RSP 3
INLD 2 | Muslim League 2
ASDC 1 ForwardBloc 1
HVC 1 HKeralaCong 1
HVP 1 |RPI 1
SDF 1 |NCP 1
Samata 1 |

Loktantrik

Cong 1

* Total strength of the House is
245, including Independents (13)

and Nominated (11}, BSP's 4 MPs|
might not vote.

leaders have gone to the extent of

describing the vote as an attesta-

tion of their stand on the temple.
How the Prime Minister, in his
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mterv%&)ﬁated for Tuesday,
responds to the debate would be
watched more closely by his secu-
lar allies, notably the TDP and the
Trinamool. It goes without saying
that Mr Vajpayee's task has been
rendered a trifle more difficult by
Mr Advani's recent comments.

. The Congress' main speaker and

the mover of the Opposition
Motion, Mr Pranab Mukherjee,

. has denounced in equal measure

Mr Advani's denunciatory refer-
ences to the CBI. Leaving the rest
for his speech in the House, he
termed the Home Minister's state-
ment as an attempt to "put fear in
the mind of the investigators.”

Mr Mukherjee said such remarks
weren't expected from any minister
of the Union, not to speak of the
Home Minister. He reminded Mr
Advani that the CBI was a federal
investigating agency under direct
control of a Government to which
he belonged: "And in the instant
(Ayodhya) case, the Government
itself is the prosecutor.”

The Congress leader felt the
Minister's comments constituted
gross interference with CBI's inde-
pendence. He said the principles
of joint responsibility have been
forgotten and the Government's

political wing was underrmpining
another wing representgd’by the
investigating agency.
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“EAT IN RS

\/\(‘) By K. V. Prasad O, {¢'

NEW DELHI, DEC. 19. The Rajya Sabha today
handed the Vajpayee Government a major
embarrassment when it adopted, by a 121-
86 margin, a motion recording its ‘“dis-
agreement” with the Prime Minister over
his strong defence of his three Cabinet col-
leagues charged in the Babri Masjid demo-
lition case.

Though the vote gave the Opposition
only moral satisfaction and carried with it
practically no constitutional significance,
the debate provided the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, another oppor-
tunity to clarify, for the benefit of the NDA
allies as well as the entire nation, his stand
on the issue. In his 36-minute intervention,
the Prime Minister managed the difficuit
task of retracting himself to a reasonable
stance and yet reaffirming his ‘“Hindu”
identity.

Mr. Vajpayee made a number of propo-
sitions. (A) He never supported the demo-
lition of the structure at Ayodhya. “I had
opposed it, criticised it.”” (B) The Ayodhya
movement began as a movement but it got
distorted and restricted, and then the un-
fortunate incident of the demolition took
place. (C) He had never said the Ram Man-
dir should be constructed at the disputed
site. The Prime Minister reaffirmed his
Government’s commitment made in the
Lok Sabha last week to abide by the court’s
decision in the ongoing Ayodhya dispute
and to the NDA agenda. The other alterna-
tive was through unconditional negotia-
tions between the two communities, he

Y

/ GOVT. SUFFERS EMBAR
court ve

said and accused the thdn L e Minister,
Mr. P. V. Narasimha Raoj of having ““delib-
erately delayed” the detision that could
have led to a resolution of the issue.

Despite laboured efforts to come across
as a reasonably moderate voice, Mr. Vaj-
payee could not resist reaffirming his
“Hindu” identity and insisted on reciting a
poem he had penned as a 10th class stu-
dent. (This poem had first brought forth
the young Atal in the right quarters).

The Prime Minister found himself in an
uncomfortable position when Mr. Janesh-
war Mishra of the Samajwadi Party asked
him whether by insisting that the Ram
temple movement was a manifestation of a

¢
Let not Ayodhya
] Iv ,
~divide us
NEW DELHI, DEC. 19. The Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today asserted that
Ayodhya was a “movement” and ap-
pealed to Opposition parties not to

politicise the issue for electoral gains
as it would only divide the country.

Replying to a two-day discussion in
the Rajya Sabha on the Congress
sponsored nine-party motion Mr. Vaj-
payee also warned that communalisa-
tion of the issue would only create
fresh tensfons. “Let not Ayodhya di-
vide us,” he said. — PTI

N

“national sentiment”, Mr. Vajpayee was
not validating Mohammed Ali Jinnah's
two-nation theory. In a rather feeble re-
joinder, Mr. Vajpayee suggested that
“mandir” was a neutral expression. '

Rejecting the Opposition demand for the
resignations of Mr. L. K. Advani, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi and Ms. Uma Bharti, he
said the cases against them were a result of
a “movement”, a description which at-
tracted loud protests.

Offer to Opposition
" The only concession Mr. Vajpayee made

" was the offer inviting the Opposition to sit’

with the Government and codify “proprie-
ty"’ and draw up a code of conduct defining
the sjtuation in which those holding high
offices were expected to resign.

In the same breath, he reminded the
Congress that it could not adopt one yard-
stick in Delhi by demanding that the three
BJP Ministers quit and another in Bihar,
where the party was part of a coalition with
the Rashtriya Janata Dal, whose Chief Min-
ister too, was facing charges. Commenting
on the motion that disagreed with his
clean chit to the three Ministers, the Prime
Minister said that by demanding the resig-
nations before the court verdict, the Oppo-
sition was “prejudging” the issue. The
Prime Minister expressed despair that the
Opposition had sought to press for a dis-
cussion under a motion entailing vote, and
pressed home the advantage of its numer-
ical superiority in the House. He asked why

_it did not bring a no- confidence motion in

THE HINDU
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the Lok Sabha on the issue. Winding up the
discussion, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee of the
Congress urged Mr. Vajpayee not to “belit-
tle” numbers which had a crucial role in
parliamentary democracy. The Prime Min-
ister’s depiction of himself as a hapless vic-
tim of “media” pressure also did not carry
much conviction. In his school-masterly
manner, Mr. Mukherjee ticked him off: “It
is the job of newsmen to ask questions. But
it does not mean that you, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, should have replied to these. Can you
say someone asked a question and you re-
plied to it. Your reply created a confusion.”

We couldn’t prevent demolition,
says Uma Bharti: Page 13

J&K ceasefire
may be extended

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, DEC. 18. The Prime Minister, Mg~
Atal Behari Vajpayee, is likely to annourCe
an extension of the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir in the Lok Sabha on Friday (De-
cember 22), last day of the winter session.
By that time the Government would also
know the All-Party Hurriyat Conference’s
latest stance.

However, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Chief
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, could be
heard telling everyone at the Prime Minis-
ter’s Iftaar party this evening that his Gov-
ernment would not necessarily feel itself

und by the Centre’s decision. “The Army
and para-military forces could observe re-
straint on the border, but my police force
would not feel so constrained. My people
are being killed daily, and we cannot be so
generous,” he explained.

Indications have been available for some

time now that the Vajpayee government has
decided to extend the ‘“‘ceasefire” beyond
the month of Ramzan. But for some major
violent incidents, the Government would
stay with the decision. All consultations
have taken place, and the Prime Minister
1as secured a consensus, at least, within his
sovernment. Earlier during the course of
=is intervention in the Rajya Sabha during
e Ayodhya debate, Mr. Vajpayee patted
s Government for taking the bold decision
announce a ceasefire. And he added that
ve are ready to talk to anyone for solving
¢ Kashmir tangle, including our neigh-
four (Pakistan) provided the situation im-
aroves.”

United we stand, says Hurriyat: Page
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% discontent

HT Correspondent 'H
New Delhi, December 22

HE WINTER Session of
Parliament ended on an
acrimonious note today
with Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee reacting sharply to Mrs
Sonia Gandhi's charge that the
Government alone was responsi-
ble for the week-long logjam over
the Ayodhya debate in the Lok
Sabha. :
What apparently cut the PM to

WHERE THERE IS A BILL

The issue can bereso!vedby
increasing the strength of the
Lok Sabha by33%and reseving

The Government is not able
to take up Bill because it is not
serious about it.

' WOmenshouldbeelectedby

Mrs Gandhi accused the
Government of being
"non-serious” about the
Women's Reservation Bill.

Mrs Gandhi said she
hoped the Government
has a contingency plan in
case "the ceasefire in J&K
is disrupted.”

Today's paﬂdemonium
over the women's bill was
a repeat of yesterday's and
could well have béen a
straight lift from 1996.

the quick was the Leader of the the Lok Sabha arid Rajya-Sabha The House was adjourned
Opposition's  reference  to embers and §Pould-not-be twice amidst turmoil when
Treasury side's "mystifying delay” iy ot slogan-shouting SP, RJ?D

in acceding to the Congress'
demand for a discussion under
Rule 184 on Mr Vajpayee's 'clean
chit' to his ministerial colleagues
chargesheeted in the Babri case.

As the Congress leader made
the caustic remarks during a
valedictory speech, marking the
end of the Winter Session, the

B forcedthmum the- mug\ and

and BSP members rushed
into the well demanding
the withdrawal of the Bill.

The Governmeént tried
to resurrect a formula
which the BJP itself was
said to have discarded
alongwith the Congress
and the CP1-M g year ago.

PM retorted by suggesting that
her criticism lowered the dignity of the House.

"I have been in Parliament for the last 40 years and I
have also held the position of the Leader of the
Opposition. But I have always maintained the dignity
of the House. This is for the first time that jt has been
broken," Mr Vajpayee observed.

"We would like to convene an all-Party meeting on
the eve of the coming budget session to reflect on the
sanctity of the Question Hour," he said.

Graphic by VINEY | The *Election
Commission proposal" calls for an amendment in the
Representation of People's Act to make it mandatory
for political parties to earmark a cgrtain percentage of
tickets for women candidates. Today, the ruling party
even castigated the Congress for rejecting it.

During the 25 sittings, the Lok Sabha lost 60 hours
of business because of disturbances. The Rajya Sabha

“lost 45 houts or eight, days of business during the five-

week session. ¥

—
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SESSION will be remembered for

) I establishing that the Upper House was

not a "superfluous" body. The opposi-

tion forced the government to discuss its

motion "disagreeing” with the Prime

Minister's remarks concerning three of his

Cabinet colleagues chargesheeted in the
Babri mosque demolition case.

The defeat of the government in the Upper
House last week was a rare happening. The
government knew that it could not escape
embarrassment if it agreed for the discussion
under Rule 170.

The Rule provided for a
T voting to establish the final
view of the House. It was

Rajya Sabha

to 1ght” the government. The i unpasse final-
ly broke when the government established its
ictory in the Lok Sabha. The Rajya Sabha
cbate was agreed under Rule 170 but the
tion was reworded. Instead of "disapprov-
", the amended motion was to express "dis-
agteement" with the prime minister's state-
ment.

Even if the government's fear of a defeat
delayed the debate, the discussion was fruit-
ful not only for the opposition but for the
government too. Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was able to re-state that he never
volunteered to give a "clean chit” to his col-
leagues in the Ayodhya case.

Mr Vajpayee also got an
opportunity to explain his
perception of the temple

certain that if the discus-
sion took place under the rule, the govern-
ment's minority status would be exposed.
There was, therefore, an ambiguity for sev-
eral days whether the opposition parties
could get their motions admitted. While
admitting the motions, Chairman Krishan
Kant had to allot time and fix dates for the
discussion but this could not be done without
the government's consent. The Rule provided
that the discussion had to be scheduled in
consultation with the leader of the House,
External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh.
There were several rounds of discussions
between the government and the opposition
outside the House to have the debate under
any other rule. This only hardened the oppo-
sition view, and the nine opposition parties

and the group of Independents joined hands

issue. This was not just
another court case, Ayodhya was a "people's
movement", he said. The court could resolve
the tangle but the dispute couid also be set-
tled through a Hindu-Muslim dialogue.

Congress leader Pranab Mukherjee raised
some interesting points. If the temple repre-
sented "national sentiments", why was it not
included in the NDA's national agenda, he
asked. He laughed at the talk of "national
consensus” on the temple issue when the 13
state governments of the Congress, Left
Front and the RJD had rejected the idea, and
there were serious reservations from NDA's
own allies. The House adopted the opposi-
tion miotion by a 121 to 86 vote.

Even if it could not unseat the government,
the opposition used its majority to influence
the final opinion of the House on the subject.

K.A. Badarinath

FTER HAVING rummaged the
Agovemment on Ayodhya and farm-

ers' woes in Andhra Pradesh (AP)
earlier, this week the entire opposition
joined hands to put the Vajpayee dispen-
sation in a tight spot on the disinvestment
of centre's equity in public sector under-
takings like Maruti, Indian Airlines and
Air India.

The two-day debate during the week
was perhaps one of the few orderly pro-
ceedings that were recorded in the winter
session that closed on a stormy note

/Embarrassmg defeat forGovt has rough ride over,
Govt on Ayod a 1ssu%w disinvestment policy

Congress was not against disinvestment or
privatisation. But, it was only against how
the government was doing it. In contrast,
the Left parties opposed in toto, the very
idea of selling government shares.
However, CPM and CPI members had
red faces when Arun Shourie cited that
Great Eastern Hotel in Calcutta was
handed over to a foreign firm sans bidding
by the Left Front Government.

Both sides doled out figures and dogma
suitable to make political points. While :
Mani Shankar Iyer reeled out figures |
based on the SCOPE report, Arun
Shourie was aided by a fact file compiled

marked once again with by Disinvestment
fireworks between Sonia Department on
Gandhi and Atal Bihari L0k Sab h a Maruti, Air India and
Vajpayee on the Ayodhya the ITDC hotels.

episode. If the nine-hour debate that led to oppo-

In the disinvestment debate, both trea-
sury benches and opposition came up with
well-rehearsed arguments heard for the
fifth time during the year on sale of gov-
ernment equity. Outshined in the entire
debate were Arun Shourie defending the

Centre's aggressive policy, his old time-

friend on Congress ranks Mani- Shankar
Iyer accusing the government of making
"an ideological onslaught" and PA.
Sangma, lending a sane voice to the show.

Interestingly enough, the Congress and
the Left parties who were together on
demanding a white paper and policy
paper on disinvestment, took different
line on the issue of equity sale. Kamal
Nath categorically stated that the

sition walk out is any indication, achieving
national consensus on disinvestment
seems to be a Herculean task for the
Vajpayee Government.

Arun Shourie put his analytical skills to
test in his reply marked by noises and
trooping out by the entire opposition. The
soft-spoken journalist-turned minister was
firm on Centre's commitment to go ahead
with disinvestment.

But for the disinvestment debate, the
Centre could not succeed in getting the
women's Bill discussed on the penulti-
mate day since very little effort seems to
have gone into sorting out the basic dif- |
ferences at the Business Advisory Cou
meeting in the speaker's chamber.

HE HINDUSTAN TT =t
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By Anita Katyal
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The winter session
of Parliament which concluded last
week may prove to be a turning
point in the country’s polity.

An aggressive Congress, the prin-
cipal opposition party, made its in-
tentions clear from the start as it
decided to lead from the front and
take on the Vajpayee government.
The session closed on an equally
acrimonious note, with leader of
opposition Sonia Gandhi and
Prime Minister Vajpayee trading
charges during their customary
end-of-the-session addresses.

Ms Gandhi’s trenchant criticism
of the Prime Minister on the han-
dling of the Ayodhya issue and the
women’s reser- ; -
vation bill drew a
sharp retort from
the Prime Minis-
ter, who charged
her with lower-

SCOl

may turn heat o

ovl.

After the form\al debate, the issue
figured promindptly in the House
subsequently. Agitated members
belonging to the Bamajwadi Party
(SP), Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
Congress and even the TDP peri-
odically drew attention to how lib-
eral imports of agricultural goods,
high prices of inputs and poor pro-
curement had reduced farmers to
virtual penury. The TDP went to
the extent of moving a separate ad-
journment motion on the issue, dis-
rupting the proceedings of the
House. It proved an embarrass-
ment for the government although
the opposition was delighted. The
result was a panicky NDA hurried-
ly gave into the TDP’s demands on
procurement of rice and paddy.

- After the farm-
ers’ issue, the
Congress sought
to unsettle the
government by
turning its atten-

ing the dignity of tion to the three
Parliament and Ayodhya
galling the gﬁgirs%:rssheet;ﬁ

ouse unneces- : ters, :
sarily. This ex- A.B.Vajpayee Sonia Gandhi ma?g;ringnattil:)el;r
gléi‘t‘gg the m= PARLIAMENT REVIEW =l 1. 10 o ni

extent to which relations between
the Congress and the BJP-led gov-
ernment had soured. Clearly, the
gloves are off and from now the
real battle may replace the spar-
ring,

The session also altered relations
within the NDA as the Ayodhya ge-
nie resulted in creating a definite
schism between the BJP and its al-
lies. Key NDA partners like the
TDP, Trinamul Congress, DMK and
the Indian National Lok Dal were
clearly unhappy with the Prime
Minister for not taking a categori-
cal stand on the Ram temple con-
struction. Although they eventually
voted with the NDA on the opposi-
tion-sponsored motion on the issue,
they still seem uncomfortable with
the BJP’s open reassertion of its
Hindutva agenda.

To that extent, this session could
well end up further widening the
rift between the BJP and its allies.
In fact, the BJP’s allies admitted
that any further attempt by the BJP
to up the antenna on the mandir is-
sue could precipitate matters.

The Congress gave a notice of its
intention at the start of the session
when it sought to pin the NDA on
the mat on the farmers’ issue. There
were initial hiccups when the oppo-
sition bloc failed to act in unison,
but they were eventually sorted
out. The opposition adjournment
motion on the plight of farmers was
expectedly defeated given the
arithmetic in the Lok Sabha, but
the opposition managed to put the
issue on the agenda.

remained paralysed for over a
week as the opposition insisted on
discussing the issue under rules
which required voting.

The issue was further complicat-
ed by Mr Vajpayee’s controversial
remarks on the temple issue out-
side the House. The opposition mo-
tion was defeated in the Lok Sabha
but carried in the Rajya Sabha
where the NDA is in a minority.
The victory in the Lok Sabha, how-
ever, did not bring much cheer to
the government as the Prime Min-
ister’s reply left the allies virtually
seething as he stuck to his original
stand that the Ram temple move-
ment was a manifestation of na-
tional sentiment.

After a few days of regular busi-
ness, the Lok Sabha was once again
disrupted on the last two days when
the government listed the contro-
versial women’s reservation bill for
consideration. The known oppo-
nents of the biil —the SP, the RJD
and the BSP — along with vocifer-
ous support from allies like the
Samata Party and the Janata Dal
(U) ensured that it remained in the
cold storage.

The government made no effort
to evolve a consensus on the issue
and though speaker Balayogi
called a last-minute all-party meet-
ing, the government used the op-
portunity to build an opinion in
favour of the Election Commis-
sion’s proposal that political parties
be asked to give a specific percent-
age of tickets to women to qualify
for national party status.
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he women’s bill threatens tobe-

come one of the hardy perenni-

als of parliamentary politics.

During the winter session of

Parliament, the Bharatiya
Janata Party, with the tacit agreement of
other parties, arranged parliamentary
business to make sure that there was no
chance of the bill being brought to the
vote. Citing the lack of “consensus” on
this matter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee has
begun to suggest alternative ways of get-
ting more women into Parliament; the cur-
rent favourite is a law that will force every
registered political party to reserve a fixed
percentage of ifs slate of parliamentary
candidates for women. In short, the bill’s
in cold storage for now, but it is unlikely to
stay there. When Parliament opens again,
it will be back, making a nuisance of itself,
distracting our august tribunes from the
important business of makinglaws for the
nation.

This means that all of us will, at some
point or the other, be asked where we stand
on this issue. In arguments about this bill,
its supporters invariably ask (especially if
you're aman) if you are willing to concede
the principle of reservation for women.
The specific arrangements for embodying
this reservation, they say (or imply), can
be worked out later, they're a matter of de-
tail. The Principle is the thing. I'm not
sure it is as simple as that because the
devil may well lie in the detail. But to
answer the question: I believe reservation
for women is acceptable in principle; that
is, I don’t think it subverts the nature of
representative parliamentary govern-
ment. So I'm for it in principle, but 'm not
sure that there is a practical way of imple-
menting this principle without complicat-
ing the electoral process to an unaccept-
able degree.

Why is it in prineiple good to guarantee
a proportion of parliamentary seats for
women? The short answer to that is that
women constitute half the population of
any society including ours. So if the fe-
male presence in the’L.ok Sabha has been
well short of 10 per cent for the entire his-
tory of the Indian republic, there is a case
for saying that its main representative in-
stitution isn’'t performing its function
well. More women would make parlia-
ment more representative of its elec-
torate, which, after all, is the point of par-
liamentary democracy.

es, theoretically women today have
the right to stand for elections and
to vote other women into power
but it obviously hasn’t happened. Consid-
er an alternative world where the norm is
unisex public conveniences. Women theo-
retically have the right to use them but
records showed that not many women log
in. Would it make sense to give them ladies
loos or would we be better off arguing
- against such a move on the grounds that it
would breach the principle of procedurai
equality.?
Having stated the principle, we need to
consider the obvious objections to it.
One, does reservation for this class of
persons — that is, women — deprive other

mukulkesavan @hotmail.com
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‘ Consider an alternative world where the norm is
unisex public conveniences. Women theoretically have
the right to use them, but records showed that not many
women log in. Would it make sense to give them ladies
loos or would we be better off arguing against such a
move on the grounds that it would breach the
principle of procedural equality? ,

classes or communities of political oppor-
tunity. I don’t think so. Since women occur
equally within every class and communi-
ty, such reservation wouldn’t reduce the
common pool of seats in the way that
reservation for any other class of persons
wotild. For example, to reserve seats for
other backward classes or Muslims would
be to limit the number of seats available
for others.

Not so with women'’s reservation. Yes,

men as a class would be debarred from the
reserved seats but this wouldn’t qualify as

deprivation because women of their com-
munity or class, their mothers, wives,
daughters would be eligible. It’s like a
women’s queue; all men have felt a spasm
of irritation at some time or another when
women cut in; but equally, all of them have
taken advantage of the queue via their
womenfolk.

Two, the argument that reservations
for women are equivalent to reservations
for a female elite, or, in Sharad Yadav’s ele-
gant phrase, kate baal waali, the bobbed-
hair brigade. By this argument, reserva-

o Poubts and reservations

tion would simply facilitate the entry of
the Brinda Karats, Sushma Swarajs, Mar-
garet Alvas and Shabana Azmis of the
world, who, by their connections, wealth
and education, are best placed to take ad-
vantage of such reservation.

his isn’t a particularly interesting

I objection because it applies equally

to the present system of representa-

tion with equal force. The privileged sta-

tus of the savarna elite hasn’t stopped

Sharad Yadav from making it to Parlia-

ment, or Mulayam Singh Yadav or Arun

Katiyar; so why should it be an insupera-
ble obstacle for their womenfolk?

Three, would reservations for women
establish a dangerous precedent for fur-
ther reservation? Would this mean that
there would be a clamour for reservation
for other kinds of communities? Muslim
representation in Parliament, for exam-
ple, falls far short of their percentage of
the Indian population; if reserved seats
brought these numbers up, wouldn’t this
serve the cause of representative democ-
racy, in the same way as reservation for
women does? There is already a demand
that the quota of seats reserved for women
be sub-divided into further quotas for
OBCs, Muslims and so on. To concede
these sub-quotas for the women's seats
would inevitably lead to the demand that
similar reservations be put in place in for
therest. So do these demands follow neces-
sarily from reservation of seats for
women? I don’t think so. '

It can be argued (as I have above) that
reservation by gender employs a universal
criterion which make it fundamentally
different from reservation for communi-
ties defined by caste or religion. To make
this argument more forcefully and to
erase the impression that reservation for
women is a kind of quota-mongering, the
reservation for women should be set not at
one-third, which makes no defensible
sense, but a full half of all parliamentary
seats.

Having said this, I would still argue
that the women’s bill shouldn’t be put to
the vote till we've discussed it threadbare.
Unlike the suffragette movements in Eng-
land, or the civil rights struggle in Ameri-
ca, this bill isn’t the result of a prolonged
struggle during which people on both
sides have had a chance to have their say
and air their doubts. For example, the
mechanism for rotating women’s con-
stituencies in the present bill is patently
unworkable.

nd there are larger doubts. Does
A gender reservation in politics set a

precedent for gender reservation
in education or employment? And if it
doesn’t, what makes it different? And
while ladies loos and women’s gueues
might be analogies that support the bill,
can think of other, less favourable paral-
lels. Think of those zenana enclosures in
Pakistan in cricket stadiums. Or those
now nearly obsolete zenana dibbas
(women’s compartments) in trains. Is that
where women belong? 1 don’t know. At
least, I'm not sure. Nor, I think are most of
us. We need to talk this out. Whatever his
motives, the prime minister did us a
favour by deferring the bill.



~Cong., SP.wrangle in Lok

Sabha

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH! NOV. 21. An adjourn-
ment motion on the plight of
farmers, which was to be moved
today in the Lok Sabha by the
Leader of the Opposition, Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, got caught in pro-
cedural wrangles and a dispute
between the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party. This meant a
day without any business and a
breather for the Government.

Strangely, it was not the Gov-
ernment which was averse to al-
lowing the adjournment motion,
but a quarrel between the Oppo-
sition parties prevented the mat-
ter from being taken up. At a
Business Advisory Committee
meeting in the afternoon, it was
decided that an Opposition-
sponsored adjournment motion
on the issue be taken up at 2 p.m.
tomprrow and there was a gener-
. al agreement that Mrs. Gandhi
_.should have her say tomorrow.
. But the SP member present —

Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav did

over

QA

not attend the BAC — did not in-
dicate his agreement, leaving a
question mark on what will hap-
pen tomorrow.

The Telugu Desam Party lead-
er, Mr. Yerran Naidu, also indi-
cated outside the House that the
TDP would speak “frankly and
stvongly” on farmers’ issues and
even criticise Government poli-
cies, but would stop short of vot-
ing against the Government.

In the Lok Sabha, as soon as
question hour began, Mrs. Gand-
hi was on to her feet demanding
that her adjournment motion be
taken up. But immediately, the
SP members said they should be
allowed to speak first. The ten-
sion between the SP and the
Congress spilled into the open.

After a lot of din and noise,
and SP members walking into
the well, followed determinedly
by Congress MPs, the Speaker
decided to call it a day at 4.p.m.,
after several short adjournments
led to a repetition of the scenes.

The Congress maintained that

THE HINDU
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‘adjourn ‘move

the convention of the House was
that when the Leader of the Op-
position rose to speak, she
should be heard before others.
But the SP would have none of it.

The Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Ba-
layogi, tried in vain to restore or-
der. He offered the agitated SP
members a chance to speak later,
but that plea went unheard. The
Speaker then said he was "in-
clined to allow a discussion in
any manner including by way of
an adjournment motion,” given
the importance of the subject re-
lated to farmers; “however, since
some members are unwilling to
listen or allow the House to de-
bate the issue I am adjourning
the House for the day.*

Mrs. Gandhi later told news-
persons that her party was deter-
mined to pursue the issue
concerning the farmers. The
Congress Deputy Leader, Mr.
Madhavrao Scindia, refuted sug-

dence on the issue.
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Cong ce

LS adjourned
after ruckus

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s Sam-
ajwadi Party today scuttled the
. Opposition’s bid to corner the
government  through an
adjournment motion on the
farmers’ issue.

SP members not only heckled
Opposition leader, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, when she tried to raise
' the issue, but stormed the Well
of the House forcing three
adjournments in the Lok Sabha
— thus allowing the government
to slip away without facing the
. wrath of the combined Oppo-
sition on a popular issue. Cong-
ress leaders will move the
motion again tomorrow.

The Opposition was trying to
highlight the plight of farmers

jwadi scuttles
nsure motion

BJP MPs DEMAND DIESEL ROLLBACK

! NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. — A demand for rollback in diesel price
and inclusion of a sub-quota for women were the two main iss-
ues that figured at the BJP’s parliamentary party meeting to-

| day, minutes before Mr Ram Naik formally announced the roll- -

' back of Rs 10 and Re 1 in LPG and kerosene. The demand is

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. — Mr | yplikely to be accepted. Raising the sub-quota issue, Miss Uma |

| Bharati made it clear that her being a Cabinet minister would- '

L

| n’t deter her from raising issues concerning OBCs. — SNS

following the diesel price hike,
subsidy cuts and import of
agro-products.

All hell broke loose when the
Congress tried to move the
motion, seeking to censure the
government. SP members, led
by Mr Akhilesh Singh, insisted
that the Speaker first take up
an adjournment motion that
they moved on the same issue.
It was clear that SP members,
with their leader Mr Mulayam
Singh Yadav conspicuous by
his absence, was bent on
hijacking the “farmers’ cause”.

Though it is an accepted prac-

tice to let the main Opposition
party move the motion and start
discussions, SP members refu-
sed to relent and stormed the
Well. In the ensuing din, the
Speaker adjourned the House
till noon.

Nothing much changed when
the House reconvened, leading
to another adjournment. After
failing to sort out the matter in
a Business Advisory Commit-
tee meeting, the Speaker adjo-
urned the House for the day.

Before the adjournment, Mr
GMC Balayogi said the Chair
was ready for a discussion on

the matter in any form, inclu-
ding the adjournment motion.

. He criticised members for their

unruly behaviour. The Speaker
reportedly warned severe action
against the unruly members.
Mrs Gandhi expressed sadness
on being prevented by SP
members from raising the issue.
Senior Congress members said

© SP members violated even the
' well-accepted norm of allowing

the two important members in
the House — the Prime
Minister and the Opposition
leader — of speaking on issues.
The CPI-M leader, Mr Som-
nath Chatterjee, who recently
held a meeting on Opposition
floor-coordination, said he was
very disappointed by the
behaviour of SP members.
NDA constituents have been
asked to issue whips on their
MPs to attend the Lok Sabha
tomorrow as the Congress mo-
tion may be discussed. The NDA
has decided to discuss the issue,
as per the Opposition’s demand.



Rajya Sabha witnesses uproar over J&K

Sena distances itself
from BJP on 1ssues

By OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

AL
New Delhi, Nov. 23: T(k}e/%h

Sena is distancing itself fro
Bharatiya Janata Party,its oldes
ally, on the key issues of disinvest-
ment, Muslim minorities and the
government’s announcement of
unilateral ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Shiv Sena on Thursday boy-
cotted the Lok Sabha after staging
a walkout in protest against the
killing of five persons in Jammu
and Kashmir at the instance of the
Sena chief, Mr Bal Thackeray.

Mr Thackeray has been critical
of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee ever since he undertook the

. Lahore bus yatra and allowed Pak-
istan’s cricket team to play match-
es in India.And, now the Sena
leaders claim that he (Thackeray)
has been proved right in his per-
ception with regard to Pakistan.
“Atalaji had ridiculed our style of
registering protest (digging cricket
pitches), but the Kargil War had
shown that we are right even after
the Lahore yatra,” the Sena leaders
said. Mr Thackeray has been criti-
cising BJP president Bangaru Lax-
man for appeasing Muslims con-
trary to the BJP’s earlier stand that
“justice to all,appeasement for
none.”

* Meanwhile, the Sena MPs staged
a walkout during Question Hour in
the Lok Sabha in protest against
‘the killing in Jammu and Kashmir
by terrorists. As the House assem-
bled, Sena parliamentary party
leader Anant Geete raised the issue
of the killings. His party col-
leagues also joined him and asked
for a statement from the govern-
ment. Mr Simranjit Singh Mann
also supported the Sena on the

—

issue.

that they would be allowed to raise
the matter during Zero Hour failed
to satisfy the members, who
walked out describing the incident
as unfortunate. During Zero Hour,
BJP’s Aditya Nath, Madan Lal
Khurana and Mr Mann raised the
issue and asked the government to
make its stand clear. In the Rajya
Sabha, the BJP and the Shiv Sena
members clashed over the govern-
ment’s announcement of a unilat-
era) ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Sena member Sanjay Niru-
pam objected to BJP member S.S.
Ahluwalia’s comment that the
entire country had supported the
government deé¢ision. Mr Nirupam
said it was a wrong claim as his
party had not supported the gov-
ernment initiative. “Aap ko chhorh
kar sab ne support kiya hai,” Mr

Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi’s plea

Ahluwalia replied. “Kisi ne nahi

kiya hai,” Mr Nirupan said. “Aap
chup baith jaiye,” Mr Ahluwalia
ordered. “‘Kaise chup baith jayen;
log mar rahen hain aap ki galat
niti ke karan,” Mr Nirupan argued.
“There is no question of withdraw-
ing the ceasefire. The entire coun-
try, except your party, is with us,”
Mr Ahluwalia announced. Earlier
Sena member Adik Shirodhkar
asked Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who was present in the
House to explain as to why the
government announced the cease-
fire “in the name of religion when
members of minority communities
were being massacred by the mili-
tants.” He said the killing of five
truckdrivers immediately after the
announcement of the ceasefire by
the government “was a slap on the
face of India,” and asked, “Didewe
achieve independence to be
slapped.”

C



Ceasefire to continum%\PM

. ,‘,\Q\
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 23

RIME MINISTER A.B. Vajpayge told
the Rajya Sabha today that there as no
uestion” of withdrawing the Ramzan
ceasefire against militants in Jammu and
_ Kashmir, but the Government would keep
) secu‘g;yfbms on extra alert to fight terrorist
activity. S
Sharing ‘concefn over yesterday’s brutal
killitgs of truck drivers on the Jammu-Srinagar
Highway, the Prime Minister said the ceasefire
was a “well-thqught” step, taken after the
required “prepatations.” The Government was
aware that there could be “mischief,” he said.
The PM said that the ceasefire was
announced bgcatisg the Government wanted to
encourage peacg # the State, “We did take a
risk in annouacirgthe. decision,” he admitted.
‘The Valley’s reaction”tt the. decision showed
people thought differently on the issue.
The Prime Minister said the Government’s
initiafive on the Lahore bus was another step
towards peace and it was hailed all over the
world: Mr Vajpayee’s observations came after
all parties e against Shiv Sena member
Adhik: Shir s suggestion that the unilater-

U
|

o British minister of state for foreign affairs
Peter Hain said his country would use its
influence with Pakistan to see how best the
latest chance for peace could be used.
¢ The United States State Department
spokesperson said: "We certainly urge the
government of Pakistan to respond to Mr
Vajpayee's announcement in a positive
fashion."
# The Russian foreign ministry said: "Yet
another chance has been created for creat-
ing a conducive atmosphere and this
chance should not be missed. The ceasefire
shouid be utilised by the two neighbours for
rejection of violence and easing tension",
& France has been silent so far,

ists had “rejected” the Government’s peace
offer, The Shiv Sena member, who was isolated
on the issue, felt that the terrorists had no reli-
gion and cared little for peace offers.

In the Lok Sabha, the Shiv Sena staged a
walkout on the issue. As soon as the House
assembled, Sena members wanted to speak on
the killings but the Speaker requested them to

wait till the question hour was over.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pramod
Mahajan also tried to pacify the Sena members
but they raised slogans and left the House.

Before the Prime Minister spoke in the RS,
Leader of the House Jaswant Singh said the
Government’s aim was to bring back into the
mainstream the people who had strayed from
the path of sanity. Nearly three-fourths of the
militants didn’t belong to Kashmir.

The Government, he said, had merely
announced that it would not “initiate” armed
action against militants during the holy month
of Ramzan. There was no question of weaken-
ing the country’s fight against those who sought
to threaten its integrity. .

Jaswant Singh said the Government accepted
responsibility for the innocents’ killings but the
Opposition must realise the challenge was
unprecedented. Persons serving prison terms i
Pakistan for heinous crimes had been sent t
the State and told they could earn freedom i
they indulged in killings.

The Leader of the House said th
Government wanted to enlarge “the con
stituency of peace” through its initiatives an
the caravan:of peace could not stop jus
because some noises were made to disturb it.

Related report on Page 11

al oeqaﬁreshould be withdrawn as the terror-
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WINTER SESSION / WTO ISSUE TO BE RAISED

g -

Cong. to focus on farmers’ plight

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, NOV. 16. The Congress party appears
all set to haul the Government over the coals
in the Winter Session of Parliament beginning
on Monday. According to the Deputy Leader
of the party in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Madhavrao
Scindia, the party has shortlisted a host of is-
sues on which it plans to put the Government
on the mat.

Elaborating on his party’s strategy for the
coming session, Mr. Scindia told The Hindu
that the Congress would demand a white pa-
per from the Government on why anti-dump-
ing measures were not in place when the
Quantitative Restriction (QR) on 714 items
was lifted in April, and on the Disinvestment
policy of the Government. He said his party
would also demand that necessary tariff bar-
riers should be in place before all QR’s were
lifted in April next year.

Mr. Scindia said his party was determined
to focus on the sorry plight of the farmers,
particularly “the anti-farmer policy of the
Government and the terrible impact that it is
having on both the sales as well ag the produc-
tion side.”’ The party would discuss the hike in
the prices of petroleum products and their im-
pact on farm-related products like fertilisers.”

He said due to the QR being lifted before time,
there was a flood of agricultural imports which
had caused immeasurable losses to the farm-
ers in coconut oil, arecanut, coffee and rice
and in the prices of dairy products.

Mr. Scindia said his party also planned to
take the Government to task for its failure to
negotiate hard on the WTO issue. He refuted
the BJP’s charge that it was the Congress Gov-
ernments of the past that had agreed to the
WTO and the present Government was merely
honouring that commitment. Mr. Scindia
clarified that WTO was only an umbrella
agreement and there was enough scope with-
in it for Governments to bargain hard bilater-
ally. He cited the example of how China had
negotiated with the United States before
agreeing to join the WTO.

It is not the economic issues alone that will
be the focus of the Congress’ ire in the Winter
session. The Government will also come un-
der attack for the absence of a coherent for-
eign policy , the confusion with regard to the
handling of the situation in J&K, and the BJP’s
relationship with the RSS. The Congress, ac-
cording to Mr. Scindia is particularly incensed
over the fact that the Government had delib-
erately avoided a discussion on foreign policy,
particularly issues relating to national securi-
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ty. “The nuclear policy is still in its draft stage,
we would like a detailed discussion on the
command and control structure so that we
know that the nation is safe and secure from
an accidental nuclear war” he said.

Referring to the situaticn in J&K, Mr. Scin-
dia was of the view that the Government did
not have a policy at all and it was only reacting
to situations in a knee-jerk manner O i

“They reached out to the Hurriyat behind
the Chief Minister’s back and later went back
to him, then started a dialogue with the Hizb-
ul- Mujahideen and when asked about the pa-
rameters of the dialogue the Prime Minister
replied like a poet, his reply in Pdrllament was
allright for a poet but not ag PM."” .

PM pledged his loyalty to the RS
Island and then tried to mislead people by
saying he was the nation’s sevak. He will have
some answering to do in Parliament about the
growing influence of the RSS on the Govern-
ment,” he added. The Congress also plans to
focus on the drought in Orissa, Chattisgarh,
Bihar and Gujarat and floods in West Bengal.
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HE first week certainl

went to the Opposition
despite the government’s reje
ction of the Congress-sponsore
adjournment motion with a
convincing margin. If the mood
of the House was any indi-
cation, it looks the government
is heading for a winter of
troubles, with the future of its
top priority reforms drive
facing serious obstacles.

The allies in the government
did stand by it at the time of
voting on the motion. But the
growing concern about the
“perceived unpopularity” of the
government’s economic policies
among the common man were
clearly reflected in the speeches
of the Trinamul Congress, TDP,
and the Shiv Sena members,
fresh from their constituencies.

The Sena’s vocal protest
against the Ramzan ceasefire
offer is yet another signal for
the Prime Minister about the
rumblings in the ruling front.

The most conspicuous factor

——————

-~ Opposition takes the h

WEEK IN LOK SABHA

‘\’x\/as the changing direction and
tone of the Congress. Once Mrs
Sonia Gandhi took over, the
party was visible as an
Opposition. Out of conviction or
compulsion, the Congress, for
the first time since the laun-
ching of the much-vaunted libe-
ralisation policies, appeared to
be sceptical about its beaten
path and seemed trying to ret-
race its Left-bound posture.

This new stance, if not a tem-
porary aberration, has the poten-
tial to be the basis for a reali-
gnment of equations in the Opp-
osition, spelling trouble for NDA
government. The opposition from
the Congress has already left a
big question mark on the fate of
the Bill to cut the government
stake in nationalised banks.

The adjournment motion
moved by Mrs Gandhi against
the alleged anti-farmer policies
of the government was
defeated. The significant factor
is that Congress used the
adjournment motion to censure
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the government for “the plight
of farmers under insensitive
policies”, a charge often leve-
lled by the Left and regularly
rejected by the Congress itself
as the “hangover of the Soci-
alist past, or, as blind oppos-
ition to economic policies”.

The content of the speeches of
the Congress members in debate
were more leftist than the the
Left. None could miss the
twinkles in the eyes of Mr
Somnath Chatterjee, sitting at
the head of the Left brigade,
when Mrs Gandhi, moving the
motion, said: “This government,
Sir, has proved hopelessly
inadequate to the challenge. By
selling off public units, this
government has neglected the
foundations of our economy. This
government has grossly let down
the kisan and the khet mazdoor”.

Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav
showed his determination, still,
to spoil the party. He once again
demonstrated his refusal to
accept the Congress, or more

Onours

Mrs Gandhi, as the symbol of
Opposition by marshalling his
brigade to heckle her. And worst
his party walked out when the
motion was put to vote. The
Congress along with the Left
questioned the wisdom of the
privatisation of the Air India and
Indian Airlines. It demanded a
white-paper on disinvestment
process, and questioned the
move to sell off Maruti.

The week also exposed
weakness of the Congress
benches. When Mr Nitish Ku-
mar said the crises in the agro-
sector was a creation of the
previous Congress govern-
ments “surrender to the WTO”,
no Congress MP countered it.

Mr Jagmohan stood out in the
crowd of politicians with his
“politically incorrect defence” of
the eviction of polluting indu-
stries. The gimmicks by Congress
MP, Mrs Renuka Chowdhary
and the unrefined attacks on Mrs
Gandhi by the BJP member Mr
Sahib Singh Verma and Samata
Party member, Mr Prabhu Nath

Singh, were the low points of
week.
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Opposition calls the shots in
the opening days of a Parli-
ament session. However, this
did not happen in the Rajya
Sabha last week. The Cong-
ress’s bid to make a fuss of
small industrial units’ closure
in the capital did not click.
Some not-so-friendly fire from
within the National Demo-
cratic Alliance actually worked
to the government’s advantage.
As it goes in common parlance,
the government “had it cool.”

The Shiv Sena threatened an
assault over the Ramzan
ceasefire offer in Jammu and
Kashmir but found itself out of
tune with the rest of the House.
The government capitalised on
the CPI-M and other Opp-
osition parties insisting on
having their say. The Prime
Minister and the external affa-
irs minister combined well to
project the offer as a sincere
peace initiative.

Mr Vajpayee’s first appe-

Government has
AN ava sagwa veviEw

arance in the crimson-carpeted
chamber after his surgery was
an occasion for members to
wish him well. Though it was
no purple patch that he struck
when speaking on Kashmir, he
showed few signs of wear and
tear. It was as though he was
merely icing the cake Mr
Jaswant Singh had baked.

After several years the Elders
had an exhaustive debate on
foreign affairs. Despite the
Congress’s claim that depar-
tures had been made from a
consensus-based policy, there
was no real attack on the gove-
rnment. Acceptance of realities
marked the discussion even on
the nuclear issue.

While there was no specific
focus to the deliberations, Mr
Jaswant Singh’s reply was both
competent and comprehensive.
None could possibly deny his
claim of a current diplomatic
upswing in contrast to the post-
Pokharan low. However, many
found it hard to accept his
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contention that the policy on
West Asia had not shifted a bit.
Though he did charge Israel with
use of “disproportionate” force.
Petty politics dominated when
the House dealt with relocation
of industrial units in the
capital. Charges were hurled
about which party in power at
the local level had been more
tardy in dealing with the
impending problem. Yet few
members chose to look within
and accept the fact that had
politicians and officials acted in
accordance with the law, there
would have been no cause for
judicial intervention.
Opposition members tried to
make out a case for the poor
who would be hit the hardest
but could not quite counter the
urban development minister’s
argument that regularisation
of unauthorised industry would
mean rewarding law-breakers
and punishing law-abiders.
Whether Mr Jagmohan will be
able to stand firm on the issue

it cool J-

remains to be seen. He will be
under pressure from all
“political” quarters.

The discussion on the recent
floods caused few ripples. Mr
Nitish Kumar smartly averted
from falling into a trap the CPI-M
tried to set. Mr Nilotpal Basu
asked whether the floods in West
Bengal were caused by unpre-
cedented rainfall or were man-
made as Miss Mamata Banerjee
contended. The query should be
put to the water resources
minister, he only handled relief
measures, Mr-Kumar quipped.
His grin said it all.

A common scene in the House
was witnessed that day —
ministers chatting without
paying attention to what was
being said. Irked by this was
Mr Nabam Rebia who
represents Arunachal. The fact
that he seldom spoke did not
mean that what he said was
irrelevant. He interpreted the
ministers’  behaviour  as
another indication of the
“distance” between the North
East and what calls itself the
political mainstream.
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former Prime Minister, Mr PV
Narasimha Rao, and his
Cabinet colleague, Mr Buta
Singh, have been convicted in
the JMM MPs’ bribery case.

They have been found guilty
under Section 120-B (criminal
conspiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code, Sections 7, 12, 13 (ii) read
with Section 13 (i) (d) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Pronouncing his verdict here
this afternoon, the Special CBI
Judge, Mr Ajit Bharihoke, gave
the benefit of doubt to the other
accused. Thus acquitted were
the former Union ministers,
Capt Satish Sharma and Mr
Ajit Singh, former Haryana
chief minister, Mr Bhajan Lal,
former Karnataka chief minis-
ter, Mr M Veerapa Moily, for-
mer Karnataka ministers, Mr
H M Revenna and Mr Rama-
linga Reddy, former Rajya
Sabha M P, Mr V Rajeshwar
Rao, and Karnataka liquor
dealers, D K Adikesavulu and
M Thimmegowda.

the convicted on 11 October.
The Special Court held that the
prosecution charges were
proved by the evidence provid-
ed by the CBI and the state-
ment of Mr Shailendra Mahato,
a former JMM MP who had
turned approver.

The sections under which- Mr
Rao and Mr Buta Singh have
been convicted provide a maxi-
mum of seven years' imprison-
ment and a minimum of six
months’jail, the public prosecu-
tor, Mr RM Tewari, said after
the verdict was declared. The
next phase of the case — app-

"eals to a higher court and bail

— will depend on the sentence.

Mr Rao’s lawyers indicated to -

appeal against the verdict.

The details of the judgment,
reportedly running into hun-
dreds of pages, were not relea-

sed. Mr Bharihoke said only one :

version was prepared today.
Certified copies are expected to
be made available to the parties
in the case in a day or so.

The story began with a no-
confidence motion in the Lok

Mr PV Narasimha Rao (left) and Mr Buta Singh outside the Special CBI Judge's court after their conviction. — AP| PTI

Sabha in July 1993 when Mr
Rao’s minority Congress sur-
vived, courtesy the JMM and
Mr Ajit Singh’s party.
Allegations of corruption led to
a PIL and eventually the Su-
preme Court ordered an inves-
tigation. Cases against some of

the other accused were dropped
after the Supreme Court ruled
on voting in Parliament, and
differentiated between giving
and taking of bribes.

Mr Rao was convicted for
indulging in corrupt practices
— using money power to mani-

pulate a majority in the Lok
Sabha.

Court proceedings were over
within 15 minutes. The special
judge could not be heard
beyond the first couple of rows
of the crowded room in Vigyan
Bhavan. Only when lawyers

sitting on front rows relayed
his order did it become clear
that Mr Rao and Mr Buta
Singh had been held guilty. *

The court announced revoca-
tion of bail bonds of those
acquitted, and passed residual
orders.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the convicted. Mr Na-
rasimha Rao chose not to offer
any comment. Mr Buta Singh
did mumble something about
legal processes but opted for
reticence. Those acquitted did

speak of the majesty of the law. .

After the court rose, Mr Rao
walked out slowly. He was
advised by his security staff
and lawyers to relax on a sofa
while clarifications were sought
in the judges’ chamber. While a
couple of Mr Rao’s close politi-
cal allies were present in the
court, they slipped away after
the verdict was pronounced.

Mr Rao was left virtually
alone. Just his SPG squad, his
counsel and one personal
friend. Mr Buta Singh was
more fortunate. Family and
friends had been at his side.

There was no gloating in “victo- .

Buta convicted in JMM case

ry” by the prosecution team
and no striking signs of -gloom
in the other camp.

The Room D began to fill
some 40 minutes before the
scheduled start-of the hearing,
and towards the end there was
some jostling for space. The
lawyers occupied front rows,
senior counsel took their places
at the table below the Bench.
Two seats in the front row were
reserved for Mr Narasimha
Rao and his escort. Mr Buta
Singh and the others sat in an
enclosure to the rear. Mr
Bharihoke came after 2 p.m.

Outside the court there was a
fair amount of activity, gener-
ated by a battery of photogra-
phers, television teams and
reporters. .

Vigyan Bhavan has been wit-
ness to major events in nation-
al life. That it should have
been, for reasons of security
and administrative conve-
nience, selected as the venue of
a critical legal action of poten-
tially political import was only
in fitness of things.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, AUG. 31. The United Nations Sec-
retary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has con-
demned terrorism as a means of settling issues
and expressed the hope that the Indo-Pakistan
situation would evolve positively for the re-
sumption of talks between the two countries.
In a meeting with the Speaker of the Lok Sab-
ha, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi, in New York, Mr. An-
nan conveyed the U.N.’s perception of the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir.

According to a statement issued by the
Speaker’s office from the U.N., Mr. Annan said
during the course of his meeting that people
did not have to be killed for making a point
and that he was aware of the factors leading to
terrorism and violence in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Mr. Annan viewed New Delhi’s initiative
for talks with militants in Jammu and Kashmir
as an encouraging development and ex-
pressed concern over the way the Lahore ini-
tiative by India was undone by developments
in the region. He reiterated that bilateral dis-

cussion was the best way to resolve issues.

Mr. Balayogi gave an account of the efforts
made by the Central and State Governments
on the empowerment of women and other
sections of society, and in the strengthening of
democracy. Mr. Balayogi said while India was

committed to good relations with neighbours,
Pakistan has to demonstrate that it has given
up the policy of sponsoring and supporting
terrorism.

Reiterating India’s commitment to the elim-
ination of all nuclear weapons in a non-dis-
criminatory manner, Mr. Balayogi welcomed
Mr. Annan’s proposal to convene an interna-
tional conference to address the nuclear
weapons issue.

A smaller world: Najma

Meanwhile, at the Millennium Summit of
Speakers and Presiding Officers, Dr. Najma
Heptullah, Deputy Chairperson of the Rajya
Sabha and President of the Council of the In-
ter- Parliamentary Union (IPU), stressed that
revolutionary trends and new thinking are
bringing the world even closer adding to the
desire of individuals and local communities to
be a part of national and global affairs.

While the trends in democracy, economic
growth, technology and the media were knit-
ting the world together more intimately, these
were also creating fresh challenges, she ar-
gued. “Many nations and sections of people
within nations are being left behind. The gap
between the rich and the poaor, between those
with access to new technologies and wealth
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and those without it, is increasi
ly,” Dr. Heptullah observed.

“The great challenge at the dawn of the mil-
lennium therefore is to bridge this gap. The
need is particularly acute with regard to the
global financial architecture, trade and devel-
opment. We need an approach that responds
to the anxieties and aspirations of the margin-
alised, the minorities and the dispossessed.”

She pointed out that terrorism in all its
forms is a threat to the global community.
“Terrorism does not respect national bounda-
ries. Most people have lost their lives and
property in terrorist attacks in recent years
than in wars. We, as parliamentarians, cannot
remain mere spectators. It is our responsibility
as representatives of the people to address
these issues.”

AFP reports:

Speaking at the summit, Mr. Annan urged
the world’s Parliaments to reject the ““fig-leaf
democracy” of elections without free speech
and a free press.

He told participants that “by ostracising
those who would claim a place in the commu-
nity of democracies on false pretences, you
can help... To restore democratic government
where it has been overturned and to strength-
en it where it is in peril.”

dangerous-
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THE LOK Sabha today passed by
voice vote a Bill for the creation of
Uttaranchal State even as the
Government agreed to increase
the number of Assembly seats in
the proposed State from 60 to 70.

The House adopted the Uttar
Pradesh Reorganisation Bill, 2000,
after Home Minister L.K. Advani
assured the House that the
Government will examine if one or
two sugarcane growing tehsils
around Udham Singh Nagar could
be linked to the new State to
ensure economic viability of sugar
mills located in the area.

The Home Minister said the cri-
teria for formation of new states
would be based on the recommen-
dations sent by the concerned state
assemblies. Barring parties such as
the SP, RID, CPM, United Akali
Dal and AIADMK, a majority of
the parties supported the Bill.
These parties were either opposed
to the creation of smaller states or
the "forcible inclusion" of Udham
Singh Nagar and Hardwar in
Uttaranchal. The House rejected

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 1
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all the Opposition moved amend-
ments to the Bill.

Replying to the debate on the
Bill, Mr Advani said the credit for
the creation of this new state does
not go to any political party but to
the people of the area who had

been demanding a separate state

Map by VINEY
for a long time.

Earlier in the day, there was pan-
demonium in the House as
Opposition members demanded
that the report of " George
Fernandes Committee " should be
tabled in the Lok Sabha.

The Opposition members,

-+ that " the

tara}ichal Bill

including those from SP, RJID,
United Akali Dal and Congress
MPs from Punjab, stormed K
well of the House, saying that the
Lok Sabha had a right know about
the report before the Bill was
taken into consideration. The
Congress MPS frprp Punjab also
staged a walkout.

This forced Defence Minister Mr
Fernandes to inform the House
"thré€ member group”
recommended the inclusion of
Udham Singh Nagar in Uttar-
anchal. The "group” included Chief
Ministers of Punjab and Haryana.

Initiating discussion on the Bill,
N D Tiwari, Congress, said with the
creation of the State a new chapter
was being written in the history of
the Himalayan region. Major
General (Retd) B C  Khandhuri,
BIP, supported the Bill.

Mulayam Singh Yadav warned
the Govern-ment against creation
of new States sifice it would lead to
demands from all parts of the
country. Mayawati said special
steps should be taken for the pro-
tection of minorities and back-
wards.

Akalis feel betrayed: Page 10
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But for some comic relief pro-
vided by Mr Raghuvans
Prasad Singh (RJD) and Mr SK
Bwismurtiary, an Independent
member from Kokrajhar, the
long discussions — ranging
from four hours in the case of
the Chhattisgarh Bill to eight
hours in the case of Jharkhand
— proved a testing week for Lok
Sabha members and the press
“«orps assigned to cover the pro-
ceedings. They had to sit longer
on three consecutive days when
the Bills were passed.

The focus shifted to autonomy
for Kashmir on Thursday when
the House resumed discussion
on the issue.

Mr Bwismurtiary, despite
being the lone voice of Bodoland
in the House of 545 members,

was tHe centre of attraction
because of his colourful attire
and slogans for a separate state
that he raised every now and
then, interrupting the proceed-
ings. But nobody seemed to
mind. Even the Speaker, Mr
GMC Balayogi, ignored his mis-
demeanours.

The day the Jharkhand Bill
was passed, Mr Bwismurtiary
came to the House with his head
shaved. “All my hair is gone, so
is my patience. Please consider
Bodoland,” he said, sending the
House into peals of laughter.

If any record of sorts was made
in the Lok Sabha, it was by the
irrepressible Raghuvans Singh
who moved more than 40
amendments to the three state-
hood Bills, knowing well that his

WEEK IN LOK SABHA

amendments would fall through.
When patience was running
out on both sides, the Speaker
kept asking Mr Raghuvans
Singh “are you moving your
amendment”, hoping that the
member would say “no” after
seeing his amendments falling
like pins. But, on each occasion,
Mr Singh disappointed him.
However, in amendment no.
41 to the Bihar Reorganisation
Bill, Raghuvans Prasad — sup-
ported by some CPI-M, SP and
Congress members, including
Mrs Sonia Gandhi — succeeded
in laying a trap for the govern-

-ment by insisting on division of

the House on special packages
for Bihar and Jharkhand.
Accepting the amendment
would have meant the Centre

committing itself to coughing up
the gigantic sum whereas its
rejection through division would
have exposed the members on
treasury benches, belonging to
Bihar and the proposed
Jharkhand state, to the charge
of denying their respective
states special packages. It was a
“heads you win, tails I lose” sit-
uation. But the House evaded
the trap by settling for a head-
count to reject the amendment.
During the special discussion
on Kashmir autonomy, some
members, including Mr Indrajit.
Gupta (CPI), said corruption
under the National Conference
government was one of the fac-

. tors responsible for the growing

disenchantment of the J&K
people. Mr Rashid Ali (BSP)
chided the Faroog government
for not allowing Hindu temples
to come up in the valley.
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Jibon Roy who is drafted to take
the lead. But this time around he
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lot of activity on paper, lit-

tle that was genuinely
effective. That was the scene in
the Rajya Sabha last week.

Somehow the members create
the impression that they feel
that their job is done if they
have spcken forcefully, created
an uproar, caused a minister to
trip up, staged a walk out and
so on. No sustained effort is
made at trying to see that gov-
_ernment policy is influenced by
their offerings in the House.

An overloaded agenda paper,
and poor time-management
also had their impact. Debates
were fractured, spread over
more than one day resulting in
a loss of continuity, and a dilu-
tion of interest. Things simply

did not click. And the new for-
mat of special mentidns being
restricted to reading olt a pre-
approved 250 word sthtement
robbed them of their “spj

The Opposition appeared to
be trying to clutch at every pos-
sible straw with which to beat
‘the government but failed to
come up with the proverbial
one that broke the camel’s
back. On several issues there
was some confusien reflected in
the thinking of the Opposition,
which meant that real pressure
was never brought to bear.

The debate on the disinvest-
ment process exemplified that.
Though Mr Pranab Mukherjee
spoke at length the line he took
was decidedly blurred. The Left

parties, as was only to be
expected, advocated the case of
the public sector and wanted
taxpayers’ money to be contin-
uously pumped into keeping
sick units artificially alive.
While Mr Arun Jaitley more
than adequately presented the
government’s position, his suc-
cessor, Mr Arun Shourie, was
much too wayward to impress.
He tried to cover the entire histo-
ry of the pubic sector and spoke
little about disinvestment. A bit
of good “subbing” would have
helped the former editor’s pre-
sentation to retain some focus.
The noisy trio of CPI-M
appeared determined to make
things hot for Mr Shourie, and
when that is the tactic it is Mr

THE STATESKAR

overdid it, for it is downrlght
unfair not to let a minister have
even a few sentences of uhinter-
rupted say. The CPI- M was
thrilled, but to what positive gain?

If those CPE-M members from
West Bengal were looking for a
good example, it came from
their leader, Mr S Rama-
chandran Pillai. Admittedly
the issue on which he “scored”
was rather trivial — a Bill to
regulate the functioning of pri-
vate security agencies — but
the dignified and convincing
manner in which he pointed to
its shortcomings succeeded.
The government agreed to take
another look at its provisions.

That the Bill had been poorly
drafted was also emphasised by
Mr Swaraj Kaushal.



HT Correspondent
New Dethi, August 7

Y\\’

BOTH HOUSES of Parliament

were today adjourned ahead of

schedule amidst uproarious scenes
when the Congress strongly demanded a
judicial probe into the recent massacre of
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims.

Rejecting the Congress demand in the
Lok Sabha, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan maintained
that a judicial inquiry could not be
ordered. The reason being that it was a
matier of public order and under the
Commission of Inquiry Act, the
Government could not order such an
inquiry into matters relating to Jammu
and Kashmir.

In the Rajya Sabha, leader of the House
Jaswant Singh rejected it saying, "We are
not going to order a judicial inquiry, no
matter what case laws, real or imaginary,
false or true are cited here. "The Elders
wanted Defence Minister George
Fernandes to clarify his reported state-
ment that the massacre was avoidable.

Mr Mahajan told the Lok Sabha that a

Judicial inquiry at this time d®only
demoralise the security forces why were
fighting a proxy war and added that an
executive inquiry was already on to find
out if there were any lapses.

However, Congress deputy leader

Madhav Rao Scindia, who had raised the
issue during the zero hour, argued that it
was not a question of public order but of
the destabilisation of the Union and there-
fore the need to set up a judicial inquiry.

Judicial probe

into killings

Mr Scindia said that the Government
should have expected that the Amarnath
yatris, as a soft target, were in danger and
should have provided adequate security
for them.

A divide in the Opposition ranks on the
issue of a judicial inquiry was clearly evi-
dent when Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav and
Mr Somnath Chatterjee argued against a
judicial probe claiming that it would give
an opportunity to the Government to
brush the issue under the carpet, Instead

ﬁ witness uproar’

both leaders called for an immediate and
detailed discussion on the issue.

However, the Congress found support
from CPI leader Indrajit Gupta who
demanded that a judicial inquiry should
be set up on the ground that Home
Minister L K Advani himself had admitted
to security lapses. Members such as E
Ahmed and G M Banatwala also backed
the party on the issue.

As soon as the Rajya Sabha reassembled
after lunch, Mr Pranab Mukherjee (Cong)
said reports had appeared in The
Hindustan Times headlined "Security for
Amarnath pilgrims inadequate” and
Indian Express headlined "Massacre was
avoidable".

The Government must come out with a
clarification on the whole issue because
the reports suggest that the Defence
Minister had made comments suggesting
that the massacre could have been avoid-
ed. The issue could not be treated as
"closed" just because the Prime Minister
had given his reply. Mr Suresh Pachauri
(Cong) demanded the Defence Minister
shoulgd clarify his comments in the
House.
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 7. — The
Opposition was sharply divided
in the Lok Sabha today when
the Congress raised the demand
for a judicial inquiry into the
Kashmir killings last week to
fix responsibility for the lapses
in providing security cover to
the Amarnath pilgrims and the
innocent labourers who were
gunned down by terrorists.
After raising the matter dur-
ing Zero Hour, the Congress
members led by Mr Buta
Singh, Mrs Renuka Chowdhary
and a few others forced the
House to adjourn for two hours
after the lunch recess. The
demand was raised again by
the Congress members when
the House resumed leading to
an impromptu debate. Mr
Somnath Chatterjee (CPI-M)
and Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav
(SP) opposed the Congress’
demand for a judicial probe
into the killings. Mr Yadav
said no purpose would be
served by asking for a judicial
inquiry since it would only help
the government put the matter
under wraps. “I know what
judicial inquiries are. Seldom
are the reports and recommen-
dations of judicial probes
implemented. Besides, it is
time consuming,” Mr Yadav
said. On the contrary, the
Samajwadi Party leader
demanded a special discussion
in the House again claiming
that he would prove on the
floor of the House that it was
not only the home minister and

the Prime Minister who were
respounsible for the massacre
but the whole government
would be exposed.

Mr Indrajit Gupta (CPD) also
demanded further clarifications
from the government since the
Union home minister, Mr LK
Advani, had admitted on the

NEW DELHI, Aug. 7. — The
Supreme Court today dis-
missed a PIL seeking a direc-
tion to be issued to the
Centre and the J&K govern-
ment to restore the criminal
justice system in the state.

The petitioner stated before
a Division Bench comprising
Mr Justice SP Bharucha and
Ms Justice Ruma Pal that
out of 10,000 arrested mili-
tants only one has been con-
victed after the conviction of
Magbool Butt. He alleged
that fear of militants had
crippled the judiciary.

“This is beyond the powers
of this court,” the Bench
observed before dismissing
the PIL. — SNS

floor of the House last week
that there were serious security
lapses in the Kashmir valley.
This was further supported by
the defence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, who had been quot-
ed as saying that the “massacre
was avoidable”, he said.

Mr Somnath Chatterjee point-
ed to the Speaker the absence
of Mr Advani from the House
when the serious issue was

under discussion. To this the
Union parliamentary affairs
minister, Mr Pramod Mahajan,
said it was not possible for all
ministers to be present at all
times in the House. If the
members wanted a discussion
on the subject, the government
was ready for it and the home
minister would be present in
the House tomorrow.

Congress members, including
Mr Madhavrao Scindia, quoted
Mr Fernandes’ statement in
Jammu yesterday to buttress
the party’s demand for a judi-
cial inquiry.

Intervening in the debate, Mr
Pramod Mahajan expressed
doubts over ordering a judicial
inquiry into the Kashmir mas-
sacre quoting the Commission |
of Inquiries Act 1952, which
could not be applicable in this
case since Jammu & Kashmir
enjoys special status under
Article 370 of the Constitution.
Mr Mahajan also referred to
certain provisions in Schedule
VI and VII of the Constitution.
This was strongly contested by
the Congress members who
said there was nothing in the
Constitution to prevent the
government from ordering a
judicial inquiry into the
Kashmir massacre.

Protesting against the minis-
ter’s statement, the Congress
members walked into the well
of the House raising slogans.
The Speaker adjourned the
House for the day after the
Congress members refused to
listen to his repeated appeals
for calm and order.

THE STATESMAM
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fiercely pursued its demand

for a judicial probe into the
Amarnath Yatra killings, forcing
the Lok Sabha to adjourn early.
The party also staged a walkout in
the Rajya Sabha to express its
anger.

The Lok Sabha was adjourned
twice - the second time for the day
-- when the Congress demand for
inquiry led to uproarious scenes.
The Rajya Sabha debated the issue
almost for the entire day, with the
Congress staging a walkout when
the Government rejected its
demand for a judicial inquiry.

The Government stuck to its
view that a judicial probe at this
juncture would demoralise the
security forces. The State
Government had ordered a high-
level executive probe and this was
sufficient to bring out all relevant
facts, the Rajya Sabha was told.
Though it received virtually no sup-
port from other Opposition parties,
the Congress members argued
there were precedents for judicial
probes, which were the fairest
method of ascertaining the truth.

Leader of the House Jaswant
Singh told the Rajya Sabha that the
members were intermingling cause
and effect. There was no doubt that
terrorist activity in Jammu and
Kashmir was inspired, abetted,
financed and supported by
Pakistan. No judicial inquiry was
needed to establish that, What
needed to be probed was "the
effect.” The best way to find out
what happened was the inquiry that
had been already ordered by the
State Government, he said.

Mr Jaswant Singh urged the
House to consider and accept the

WY
4\
al

advise given by Gen. Shankar Roy
Chowdhury (retd) that inquiries
did have an impact on the morale
of the forces. He said India had
never treated Jammu and Kashmir
as disputed territory and he had
himself made this clear at the UN
forum.

Leader of the Opposition
Manmohan Singh said newspaper
reports indicated that the CRPF
men had fired at the pilgrims' cen-
tre. They might have done it inad-
vertently, but the best way to stop
all such "nonsense" was to have the
judicial inquiry.

While agreeing that Pakistan’s
hand in the terrorist activity was
known, Dr Singh argued that the
people wanted to know how were
the terrorists able to strike despite
elaborate arrangements.

Law Minister Arun Jaitley said
the Opposition had raised doubts
even when the Government
ordered the Kargil inquiry. Though
a judicial inquiry had been sought,
the high-level probe set up by the
Government had proved highly
productive, he said. All inquiries,
he said, need not be judicial
inquiries.

Mr Kapil Sibal (Cong) said what
was important was the "mode" of
the inquiry. There was need for an
inquiry which should have public
confidence and explain how every-
thing happened. The Congress, he
explained, did not want the securi-
ty forces to be discredited through
the judicial probe.

Congress deputy leader
Madhavrao Scindia wanted to
know "Why is the Government tun-
ning away from a judicial inquiry
into the killings?" Several Congress
members stormed into the well and
the Speaker adjourned the House,
The scene was no ditferent after
the lunch recess,

b
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RCHESTRATED protests (lrfa} e
OKashmir massacre dominated the

scene in the Lok Sabha last wekk
with successive adjournments of the Hougse
on Monday and Tuesday. .

Surprisingly, the government not only
appeared defensive but also a bit demor-
alised as senior ministers and even the
leader of the House, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, were absent for the major part
of the week.

Zero Hour in the parlance of legislative
business is at 12 noon after the question
hour between 11-a.m. and 12 noon. During
zero hour members can raise any matter
under the sun-without giving advance
notice to the Speaker. They can ask ques-
tions on subjects which are not listed in
the business scheduled for the day.

Sometimes members raise sundry mat-
ters ranging from drinking water crisis in
their constituencies or lack of electricity
supply and even law and order in their dis-
trict or state.

Some members of the Business Advisory

Committee took umbrage at their fellow_

members raising matters, which according
to them, were trivial or purely local in
nature. At the BAC meeting held in the

WEEK IN LOK SABHA

.—7:-‘

Speaker’s chamber this week, the issue
cropped up as some members of the com-
mittee felt that by raising “petty” matters,
the honourable members of the House
were in fact wasting precious hours. Only
matters of national importance should be
raised in Parliament.

Watching some members perform, one is
inclined to believe that all is not lost and
there are elected representatives of the
people who are indeed concerned about the
people and the nation.

"During the impromptu debate on
the Kashmir issue, one BJP member,
Mr Ram Nagina Mishra from Uttar
Pradesh, appealed to the members
not to play politics over the bodies of those
slain in the Kashmir valley.

Mr Mishra was the only member on
the Treasury Benches to support the
demand for a judicial inquiry into the
killings not because the demand came
from the Congress but as hetold the
House: “How one can trust and believe the
administration when the police were
reported to be picking up gold chains and
earrings from the dead pilgrims of
Amarnath?”

It was time for Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav

to remind the House of Feroze Gandhi of
the Congress who had set a precedent in
the 1950s by raising the issue of the
Mundhra scandal involving the govern-
ment headed by his father-in-law,
Jawaharlal Nehru. Mr Yadav compliment-
ed Mr Mishra, much to his embarrags--
ment. :
As the week was coming to an
end on Friday, the presiding officer con-
ducting the business during the post-lurich
session suggested an extended sitting
of the House so that the Private Members
Bills could be taken up and also
to complete the discussion and pass
the Cable Television Networks
{Regulatons) Amendment Bill. Mr
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, who normally
does not miss even dull and drab proceed-
ings of the House, was angry and
irritated. .
“What is the justification of extending the
business hours every day when you know
that the members are going to their
respective constituencies availing of the
four-day break?” he asked. The attendance
was indeed thin on Friday when at around -
5.45 p.m, there were only 25 membets
though the quorum demands the presente.
of at least 10 per cent of the total strength
of the House. In the case of Lok Sabha it is

- 45.

HE STATESMAR

t4 Aus 20D



Paswan’

e

splurge

irks

p/
SUDESH K VERMA 4‘7 \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 17. — The
Prime Minister’s Office, which
has been trying to teach all
" ministries some financial disci-
pline, is not happy with Mr
Ram Vilas Paswan’s profligacy.

The Union communications
minister, on the other hand,
finds the PMO making his
independent decisions difficult.

The latest stand-off was spar-_

ked by Mr Paswan’s desire to
regularise the services of 3.09
lakh extra-departmental emp-
loyees. The PMO reportedly
does not favour the move,
pointing to the additional bur-
den of Rs 1,300 crore per year,

According to ministry sources,
the telecom department alrea-
dy has a deficit of Rs 1,700 cro-
re. Regularisation would mean
a pay hike of Rs 3,000-4,000
per month for every employee.

The Union finance minister,
already irked by Mr Paswan’s
populist measures, is unlikely

. to agree to the proposal.

But, as a compromise, Mr Pas-
wan may be asked to increase
the ED staff strength rather
than regularise existing emplo-
yees, a source said. By generat-
ing additional employment, this
could be an interesting move.

The category of ED employees
was created to bring postal ser-
vices within the reach of com-
mon man, particularly in rural
areas. These employees open
outlets for short periods to sell
postal items like stamps and

\
envelopes. ,

The PMO’s decision to p
tise STD services withbut
imposing stringent conditi¢ns
on private operators also has
Mr Paswan frowning.

The minister was reportedly
in favour of restrictions, as it
would have given the depart-
ment of telecommunications
some control over the opera-
tors. The Telecom Commission,
too, had suggested restrictions
like forcing them to provide

services in non-economic areas. |

The minister of state for com-
munications, Mr Tapan Sikdar,
however, felt otherwise. In a
letter to the Prime Minister, he
argued that stringent restric-
tions might deter private oper-
ators from entering the
fray.

Some ministry officials in
favour of telecom privatisation
reportedly agreed with Mr
Sikdar. The PMO agreed with
Mr Sikdar's arguments. A
source even claimed that the
letter was drafted at the
instance of the PMO.

The minister’s decision to pro-
vide free telephones to all tele-
com employees was not liked
by the PMO. When Mr
Yashwant Sinha objected to
the move, Mr Vajpayee worked
out a compromise. By stopping
free calls, he diluted Mr
Paswan’s scheme, ’

Mr Paswan is also seething
over the commitment he was
forced to give Mr Vajpayee on
DoT corporatisation by 1
October.




S to discuss
Kargil report

HT Correspondent
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HE LOK Sabha is slated to

I discuss next Thursday the

Subrahmanvam Committee
report on the events that led to the
Kargil intrusions.

The discussion on the report,
which was tabled during the
Budget session, is expected to be
completed the same day, according
to the schedule worked out at the
Business Advisory Committee
meeting today.

With only five working days left
before the ongoing Monsoon
Session comes to a close, the
schedule does not include any dis-
cussion on the Eleventh Finance
Comimission report, the agricul-
ture policy or the Women's
Reservation Bill.

Several leaders raised this point
at the meeting,

Drawing the members' attention
to the differences that continue to
divide parties on the contentious
Women's Reservation Bill, the
Government reiterated the need to
evolve a consensus on the constitu-
tional amendment bill that calls for
a two-thirds majority for adoption.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan assured mem-
bers that the Government would
call a meeting of party leaders
before the Winter Session of
Parliament to try and construct a
consensus on the matter.

Similarly, he rejected the propos-
al to convene a week-long special
session to discuss the Eleventh
Finance Commission report and

the agriculture policy.

The matter was raised the
Telugu Desam, the Congress, and
some other parties.

Although no firm decision was
taken. there was a suggestion that
the month-long Winter Session of
Parliament be extended by a week.

The suggestion was that the
extended period be devoted exclu-
sively to a discussion on the
Finance Commission report and
agriculture policy.

According to the schedule decid-
ed at the meeting, the House
would take up on Monday after-
noon, the supplementary demand
for grants for the General Budget.

Later in the evening, it would dis-
cuss and vote on the Congress-
sponsored censure motion that
demands a judicial probe into the
security lapses that led to the mas-
sacre of the Amarnath yatris.

Since the demand. framed under
Rule 184, does not have the sup-
port of other opposition parties
except the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and the
TUML, it is expected to be defeat-
ed.

The two Constitutional amend-
ment bills approved by the Rajya
Sabha today will be taken up by the
House on Tuesday.

These deal with restoring refax-
ation in qualifying marks for pro-
motions in government jobs for
SCs and STs and to exempt tribal
Arunachal Pradesh from making
reservation of seats for SCs.

There will be no sitting of either
House on Wednesday because of
Janmashtami.
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HT Correspondent
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N THE face of stiff resistance by the non-Cong$ss
Opposition, _the government today manage(to
mntroduce in the Lok Sabha three Ste
Reorganisation Bills that would pave the way forhe
creation of the new States of Uttranchal, Jharkhd
and Chattisgarh. The Bills are likely to come upor
discussion and passage next week.

The ruling National Democratic Alliance (NTA)
faged some embatrassing moments when some ofts
allies -- the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) and senior mel-
bers owing allegiance to the Samata Party and €
ga;ﬁaztgolga! (I’jt) -- opposed the Bihar Reorganisatin

- i its present fi i
Tharthed s p orm, for the creation of

The protesting Opposition parties, minus tie
%ongress,.dlater stadged a noisy walkout. To e

reasury side's utter discomfiture, they were ioj )
the BJD members. The Bill's opponegts in tkjleufl{e(?u‘?z
received a shot in the arm when Samata's Prabhunah
Singh challenged Home Minister L. K. Advani's clajtt
that the Bills were drafted after arriving at a consei
sus among the NDA partners. "No meeting of i€
NDA partners was convened on this issue. Only e
consent of some individual leaders was sought.”
charged Mr Singh. Former Union Minister and his JP
U colleag}le, D.P Yada;lf echoed similar views, alleg-
g a conspiracy against the nine crore people of nort1
Bihar. "The Bill only partly covers ptheprﬁtsolutiof1
Qasseq by the State Assembly which had demanded 2
financial package for the remaining part of the State
after carving out Jharkhand," he said,

On its part, the BJD strongly demanded that the Bill
be modified before introduction in the House.

ft%gby the Congress' K. P. Singhdeo, the Biju

asanna Acharya and Trilochan Kanungo insist-
rissa's long standing dispute with Bihar over
and Kharsun Districts -- which were origi-
nally partOf their State -- should be resolved through
a specific pYovision in the Bill for restoration of status
quo ante. Mr Advani rejected some Opposition mem-
bers' charge that the government adopted a "pick and
choose” policy for the creation of the three states in
disregard of similar demands in other parts of the
country. The Home Minister maintained that the
Government has acted in accordance with popular
wishes in the three regions. Moreover, the Statehood
Bills were a fulfilment of the NDA's agenda of gover-
nance. Allaying members' tears over Bihar's financial
state following the proposed reorganisation, he said
the Centre has already created a special unit in the
Planning Commission under its Deputy Chairman for
the state's developmentyfiz .. .

Earlier, the Left parties, jofhedsby the RID and the
Samajwadi Party, stoutly opposed the introduction of
the Bills. They said the move was "dangerous” and
could lead to the country's disintegration.

However, BSP leader Mayawati fully supported the
move while asking the government to resolve all dis-
putes -- including the one over Hardwar and Udham
Singh Nagar with regard to the proposed Uttranchal -
- before getting the Bills passed in the House.

Holding centrestage for the better part of the nearly
three-hour-long debate, Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh (RJIDY) ridiculed Mr Advani's claim that three
States were being carved out on the basis of resolu-
tions passed by the Assemblies concerned. "Why don't
you apply the same yardstick to J&K and accept the
resolution for grant of greater autonomy to the State,"
he queried.

- - .
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Bills mtroduced in LS

Govt gets shot in
the arm as major

parties concur

THE GOVERNMENT got a
pleasant surprise on Tuesday when
major political parties concurred
with its suggestion that the three
statehood bills should not be
referred to the  Standing
Committee but be taken up imme-
diately by the House for considera-
tion and passage.

However, Rashtriya Janata Dal's
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, who
has been resisting the Bihar State
Reorganisation Bill in its present
form, was not there when the
Business Advisory Committee met
this evening to draw up the Lok
Sabha's schedule next week.

Although it is Speaker G. M. C.
Balayogi's prerogative to refer any
bill to the Standing Committee,
the agreement at the meeting
would seem to clear the decks for
the early adoption of the bills.

The bills will require a simple
majority for their passage.

On Wednesday, the House will
discuss the issue of Centre-State
relations, with reference to the

demand for greater autonomny.
HTC, New Dethi
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NEW DELHI, July 26. — The.
BJP’s contention that it would
be “a sweeping statement” to
conclude that the attacks on
Christians in different parts of
the country pointed to a con-
certed campaign, and its accus-
ing the Opposition of remain-
ing silent when Hindus were
attacked, plunged the Rajya
Sabha into uproar today.

Taking exception to comments
from Mr M Venkaiah Naidu,
Opposition members rushed to
the well, leading to a 75-minute-
adjournment. The Chairman.
then called a meeting of MPs for
less-confrontationist activity.

The government said: “There
have been some incidents of
violence aimed at Christians
and their institutions in the-

| recent past in some parts. of
the country but most of the
incidents, however, relate to
law and order/crime.” It said it
shared its Intelligence inputs °

with the states, sent out advi--
sories, alerts and revised
guidelines for the promotion of

communal harmony were
issued in 1997. 1
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Jethmalani vents his

spleen in public

New Dethi, July 27

PARLIAMENT PLUNGED into
turmoil today as the Opposition in
both Houses, led by the Congress,
demanded a statement by Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee on the
charges former Law Minister Ram
Jethmalani had levelled against the
Chief Justice of India and the
Attorney-General.
ies of The Hindustan
Times, which had detailed the for-
mer Minister’s allegations, senior
Congress leaders demanded from
an embarrassed Government that it
act against Jethmalani. They said
Jethmalani had annexed copies of
secret official documents to support
his allegations in a statement he had
wished to make in the Rajya Sabha,
explaining his exit from the Cabinet.
Pressure mounted on the govern-
ment in the two Houses after Rajya
Sabha Chairman Krishan Kant, in a
ruling, asked Jethmalani to modify
his statement. He had earlier been
told by the Law Ministry that some
of the 87 annexures to the purport-
ed explanation were marked "secret
and confidential and cannot be used
by a former minister."

As the Congress demanded action
against Jethmalani for violating his
oath of office and secrecy, Minister
of State for Law and Justice Arun
Jaitley said the Government would
investigate the "leakage" of docu-
ments submitted by Jethmalani to
the Rajya Sabha Chairman.

Sorabjee rubbishes

allegations

Sorabjee has vehemently refjit-
ed the allegations made/by
sacked Law Minister Ram
Jethmalani. In a statement
issue in New Delhi on
Thursday, Sorabjee said the
allegations made against him
by Jethmalani are "baseless
and without foundation".
Detalled report on Page 10

In the Lok Sabha, which witnessed
pandemonium twice and was
adjourned for the day after it
reassembled at 4 pm, Congress

party’s deputy leader Madhavrao
Scmdla said newspapers were full of
reports about the allegations against
the Chief Justice and the Attorney-

“*f 9?”’&0/

General, made by Jethmalani.
is brewing
between the' Judiciary and the
Executive. We had not raised the
matter till today but now it is out in
the Press," Scindia said.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan, who sought to
dismiss as "absolutely not true"
reports about such a'confrontation,
was harangued by the angry
Opposition. Priva Ranjan Dasmun-
shi and Congress members,
whom agitatedly walked intb%
Well of the House, said they were
not prepared to listen to Mahajan
and nothing short of an explanation
by the PM would do. Vajpayee said
he had chosen not to speak as he
thought this was a matter between
the Chairman and Jethmalani. "All
these documents, whether they are
secret or not, will have to be looked
into. The Law Ministry will do it
within an hour," Vajpayee assured.

The RS was in the midst of a dis-
cussion on disinvestment when
Jaitley entered to announce that his
ministry had given -its response to
the Secretariat and it was for the
Chairman to rule on Jethmalani’s
explanatory statement.

See also Pages 8 and 12

-
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Parliament say
on autonomy to

be ﬁnal Advaq/

State Govt sends re %rt to
Centre for follow-up action

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 27

NION HOME Minister L.

| , K. Advani has said that a

final decision on the reso-
lution passed by the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly, demanding
greater autonomy for the State,
would be taken by Parliament.

Virtually endorsing his party’s
point of view on the autonomy
issue, Mr Advani said: "Whatever
needs to be done (on the resolu-
tion) has to be done by Parliament.
Everyone knows its composition
and the views of
those who constitute
it.”

He further said that
the Centre would
take a “considered
view” after receiving
the report from the
State Government. “1
presume the report
(on the resolution)
will be sent to the
Union Government.
We will then take a considered
view,” he commented.

Mr Advani said that a Cabinet
meeting to discuss the develop-
ments relating to the autonomy
issue would be held immediately
after Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee returned from abroad.
Mr Vajpayee is at present in
Lisbon to attend the first Indo-
European Union summit.

He refused to comment Dr
Abdullah's reported remarks that
the Prime Minister had welcomed
the autonomy move during his
recent meeting with him here. "I
will not comment on it. If at all
anything has to be said on it, the
Prime Minister will say it."

While denying that the passage
of the resolution by the J and K
Assembly has caused any embar-
rassment to the Centre, he said
that the National Conference
(NC) is still a part of the ruling

MHE HINDUSTAN ™

National Democratic- Alliance
(NDA). "Nowhere has the Chief
Minister talked about severing
links with the alliance", Mr Advani
responded to a question regarding
likelihood of NC parting ways with
the NDA.

The Home Minister further said
that the Centre favoured more
devolution of power to the States.
In any case, Jammu and Kashmir
already enjoys more powers, he
added when asked if the autonomy
resolution would give rise to simi-
lar demands from other States as
well.

In Srinagar, Farooq
Abdullah. ruled out
the possibility of any
confrontation with
the Centre, saying
that “ we believe in
dialogue and discus-
sions”.

Meanwhile, the
Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Council
today adopted the
motion on autonomy
seeking approval of the report of
the State Autonomy Committee
and its recommendations.

The motion was passed by voice
vote. The lone BJP member voted
against it. The Stafe Assembly
adopted the motion yesterday.

The resolution on autonomy
adopted by Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly has been sent to the
Centre for follow up action,
Speaker Abdul Ahad Vakil said
today.

Copies of the resolution for
restoration of autonomy to Jammu
and Kashmir have been sent to
Secretaries General of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, he said. It is now
up to the Centre to initiate action,
Vakil said.

. Dismissing apprehensions on the

autonomy repoft, he said the
report would rebuild trust and con-
fidence between! the State and the
Centre. See also Page 12
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Govt agrees td discuss’
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' Sanklr%

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 3

Y
THE GOVERNMENT toda

agreed to discuss the contro-

versial Sankhya Vahini pro-
ject in Parliament even as the
Opposition parties sharpened their
attack on the government for
entering into a “shady deal" that
compromised the nation's security.
They demanded that the project
should be stopped forthwith and
an inquiry instituted into it.

The issue led to angry exchanges
between the Treasury and
Opposition benches in the Lok
‘Sabha during zero hour. Ousside
the House, CPI-M's Rajya Sabha
MP Nilotpal Basu released certain
classified documents to substanti-
ate the Opposition's charge that
the project, which was pushed
through in haste, violated rules.

In a letter to Prime Minister
Vajpayee on May 1 and released to
the media today, Mr Basu called
for an inquiry since the documents
go beyond the confines of the
project and raise questions about
“governance per se and trans-
p?rcncy and probity in public
li e‘U N

The annexures to the letter
include, among other documents,
the Standing Committee report
severely criticising the project and
its implications and. the official
communication between related
departments. These, Mr Basu

Qg
No need for
probe, says BJP

THE BIP on Wednesday said
| there was no need for any probe
into the government entering
into an MoU with a US compa-
ny for setting up a high speed
data network called the
Sankhya Vahini. Rejecting the
Opposition's demand for a
probe by a parliamentary com-
mittee, BJP spokesperson M
Venkaiah Naidu refuted Press
reports that Prime Minister A B
Vajpayee had ruled out a review
of the project.

a Vahin

1 again
1l ag

HTC, New Delhi

pointed out, raise serious ques-
tions about the entire gamut of the
project-from legality to funding
and propriety to national interest.

More specifically, both Mr Basu's
letter and the members who raised
the issue in the Lok Sabha, ques-
tioned the selection of the pro-
posed joint venture partner with-
out going through the competitive
bidding routes and the bonafides
and antecedents of IU Net, the US
partner.

Queries were raised whether the
National Task Force on IT, which
reportedly decided on the project
on September 5, 1998, was man-
dated to do so since locating spe-

cific projects, specifying joint ven-

MHE HINDUSTAN TRER

ture partner or evolving financial
parameters were not part ©of the
terms of reference.

Even as the Department of
Telecommunications and
Department of Telecom Services
were just asked to implement the
project and not involved in decid-
ing on it.

It was pointed out that there was
no material available to show that
any government department had
actually processed the Task Force
proposals and taken any appropri-
ate decision. Even the MoU signed
was legally invalid since the signa-
tory, Dr Raj Reddy, was not the
chairman of TU-Net on the date of
the incorporation, Mr Basu said in
his letter.

Earlier, during zero hour, Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi, Rajesh Pilot
(Congress), Suresh Kurup and
Basudeb  Acharia  (CPI-M)
demanded a CBI inquiry or a
probe by an independent authority
into the controversial deal.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan rejected the
demand, pointing out that the
House had discussed-and voted-on
it when the demand for grants for
the Communications Ministry
were taken up.

Dismissing the Oppaosition's
charge of a “shady deal" as
“absurd’, he said that the govern-
ment was ready to discuss the mat-
ter again “under any rule" since it
had “nothing to hide”.
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“Finance Bill

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 4. — The
Lok Sabha today approved the
Finance Bill 2000-2001 moved
by Mr Yashwant Sinha amidst
a walkout by the Opposition as
its demand for slashing prices
of foodgrains distributed
through government network,
kerosene and LPG went
unheeded.

Soon after the Bill was
passed, NDA allies stepped up
efforts to persuade the govern-
ment, particularly Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to announce
a roll-back. The Union
Finance Minister, Mr
Yashwant Sinha, did not relent
to the demands of the
Opposition or the allies.

Dismissing Congress’s charge
that the government has been
ignoring the plight of the poor,
Mr Sinha said the Congress
had often raised prices of food-
grains and fertilisers while in
power. He also tried to allay
fears regarding paucity of relief
material for the drought-hit
regions.

Subsidy-related issues are
being weighed by the expendi-
ture commission which is also
studying the paper on subsidy
prepared by the United Front
government, Mr Sinha said.

Mr Sinha ruled out any
amnesty to tax evaders and
those who have been accumu-
lating black money, saying this
could dishearten the govern-

ment’s revenue staff and
enforcement agencies as well
as honest tax payers.

The finance minister
expressed satisfaction over the
current growth rate of the GDP
at 6.4 per cent. During the
Congress regime that ended in
1996 the growth rate was 6.5
per cent and in the UF rule
that followed it was 6.3 per
cent. He, however, expressed
concern over rising fiscal
deficit, seeking the cooperation
of all to curb this.

The external debt situation is
well within control, Mr Sinha
said, but internal debts are
mounting and their proportion
is getting grim. States have

often not been able to service
.their debt and their expendi-

ture has been on the rise, par-
ticularly after the implementa-
tion of the fifth pay panel
report that almost doubled the
salary bills of several states.
He urged the states to find
ways to correct this.

Dubbing the volatile Bombay
Stock Exchange as “silly”, Mr
Sinha said that instead of
being guided by the companies’
performance or worth or the
fundamentals of the economy,
the stock exchange is often
taken over by rumours.

Mr Sinha denied that his gov-
ernment has been unduly kind
to multi-national companies,
saying that in 1998-99, Rs 600
crore were collected from lead-
ing MNCs as tax.
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_/Sankhya Vahini
under RS ﬁre

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q/ Q’ Z\ g

NEW DELHI, May 5. — The government’s handhng of the
Sankhya Vahini project came under attack in the Rajya Sibha
today with several Opposition members demanding that its impli-
cations be scrutinised by a parliamentary committee before the
joint-venture agreement is formally concluded.

The Left parties walked out in protest against Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan’s reply to the calling attention motion, claiming he had
not answered the specific points raised by them. The BJP and
TDP members defended the project and accused the Opposition of
creating needless obstacies. The Shiv Sena, however, threw in its
lot with the Opposition.

Leading the Opposition charge, Mr Nilotpal Basu of the CPI-M
objected to the Task Force on IT recommending that the project
be implemented by the Department of Telecom Services (DoT)
and [UNet. He also objected to an MoU being signed before the
latter was officially incorporated in the USA.

There was no valid document to establish that ITUNet was a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Carnegie Mellon University, Mr Basu
said. He asked why other service providers had not been
approached by the government to set up the information super-
highway. Even he tender process had been bypassed, he said.

The project was fraught security risks as the systems operated
by Carnegie Mellon were linked to the US defence network. A
parliamentary committee, thus, was a must, Mr Basu said. Mrs
Saroj Dubey of the RJD endorsed the demand. Mr J Chitharanjan
of the CPI said the entire process lacked transparency while ‘
Kapil Sjbal of the Congress urged the government o come cleAn

on the pwnership of IUNet. Both gupported Mr Basu’s demand/for
a parAamentary committee. //P
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Lok Sabha

ses 89th

Statute Amendment Bill

States to now get 29

HT Correspondent e ‘
New Delhi, May 9 H t-

THE LOK Sabha today unani-
mously passed the 89th
Constitutional Amendment Bill to
allow devolution of 29 per cent of
Central taxes to the States.

The Bill approved by all the MPs
present in the House is based on
the recommendations of the 10th
Finance Commission. It will
enable the Centre to pursue its tax
reforms and provide added rev-
enues to the States for its pool.

Replying to the debate, Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha said the
NDA Government was committed
to "co-operative federalism" and
prepated to help the States to tide
over their financial difficulties.

Allaying the apprehensions of
the members over the finer points
of distinction between the net pro-
ceeds and gross proceeds, Mr
Sinha maintained that the
Government had preferred to go
along devolution of "net proceeds"
in order to avoid any kind of con-
fusion,

"We have already assured the
States that any shortfall if caused
by the choice of net proceeds from
the Central taxes will be made
good," he said.

The Finance Minister said the
new scheme of tax devolution
would be effective from April
1,1996.

"The percentage of net proceeds
during 1996-97 to 1999-2000 will
be such that the State's share is 29
per cent of the gross proceeds,” he
assured.

He told members that the recom-

of Central taxes

mehdations of the 11th Finance
Commission, which will give i
final regort by June 30, would
cover the five-ysar period with
effect from April 1,2000.

In his brief intervention, Deputy
Leader of Opposition Madhavrao
Scindia sought close Central
scrutiny over the use of the allocat-
ed funds by the States. He
demanded that Planning
Commission be provided with
more powers to ensure greater
financial discipline even in States
that were otherwise rich,

Reacting to Mr Scindia's
remarks, the Finance Minister
observed that the fiscal manage-
ment of State economies had con-
siderably worsened after Centre's
unilateral acceptance of the 5th
Pay Commission's recommenda-
tions and its subsequent faliout
over State economies.

The Minister said the Centre
would not like to duplicate the role
of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) that kept a tab on
the money spent by various State
Governments.

Extending support to the amend-
ment, the members strongly plead-
ed for devolution of more financial
powers to the States, particulatly
in view of the unprecedented
financial crisis faced by a several
States,

Among others members who
participated in the debate were
Ramesh Chennithala of the
Congress, Kirti Somaiya of the
BJP, Raghuvansh Prasad Singh of
the RJID, Trilochan Kanungo of
the BJD and Moinul Hassan of the
CPI(M).
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~ Heavy agenda for
ww¢  Parliament

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NAY 14. A crowded
agenda awaits the last three days
of the current Parliament session,
with important legislation such as
the Information Technology Bill,
Right to Information Bill and the
three Statehood Bills for Chhattis-
garh, Uttaranchal and Jharkhand
scheduled for introduction.

The Congress(l), which is sup-
porting the three Statehood Bills,
today expressed doubts about the
Government’s seriousness. “We
hope the Bills will not suffer the
fate as the Women’'s Bill which
was introduced on the last day of
the last session and not brought
up this time,”” Mr. Anil Shastri,
AICC spokesman, said.

The Statehood Bills will be cir-
culated among MPs tomorrow
and introduced on May 17, last
day of the session. Until the Bills
were passed, the Government’s
bona fides would not be estab-
lished, Mr. Shastri said. The Bills
are likely to be taken up for dis-
cussion only in the monsoon ses-

sion. In a statement, the
Uttarakhand Sanyukt Sangharsh
Samiti (USSS), the apex body for
separate Statehood for the region,
described the Cabinet decision to
introduce the Uttaranchal Bill an
“eyewash’” and a belated step.

Within the National Democrat-
ic Alliance, the Akali Dal is op-
posed to including Uddhamsingh
Nagar in the new State. Last time
the party threatened to withdraw
support on the issue but after its
debacle in the 1999 polls it is no
longer in a position to enforce its
wishes.

The Telugu Desam Party is also
not in favour of the Statehood
Bills fearing they could give an
impetus to other movements for
separate States such as the Telen-
gana movement in Andhra Pra-
desh. The Samata Party is
supporting all the three Bills. But
its spokesman, Prof. Shambhu
Shrivastava, said his party would
insist on the Rs 1.80-lakh crore
package for both Jharkhand and
Bihar.
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HT Correspondent QQA"
New Delhi, May 17 )

E  GOVERNMENT’S
attempt to push in the Lok
¥.. Sabha today the Bills for the
creation of Uttaranchal,
Jharkhand and Chattisgarh States
was foiled by an angry Opposition,
which  vehemently protested
against the proposed legislations.
The charged Opposition forced
three adjournments of the House
with Members from the Congress,
Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janata
Dal, Bahujan Samaj Party and the
Akali Dal (Mann) repeatedly
storming the well of the House and
shouting slogans. Even Mr
Prabhunath Singh of the Samata
Party, an ally of the BJP-led coali-
tion, and Mr Ra]esh Ran]an

e
ills

Advisory Committee.

The: announcement led to
uproarious scenes as Members
charged the Government with hav-
ing an ulterior motive in coming
out with a supplementary list on
the last day of the session. This led
to the adjournment of the House
for 40 minutes.

When the House met again

around 4 pm, Home Minister L K

Advani got up to introduce the
Uttar Pradesh State
Reorganisation Bill, 2000. What
followed was total pandemonium,
bedlam and chaos. There was
absolute confusion with the trea-
sury benches thumping the desks,
thinking that the Bill had been
introduced and the Opposition
Members trying to outshout each
other. Some of the Opposition

(Independent)
spoke against the |
introduction of

IT Bill passed

tore the Bill and
the supplemen-

the Bills. INDIA joined the select league | f2ry list of busi-

While  some | of nations having a legal frame- | ness: They were
political parties  work for electronic commerce | Séen  throwing
opposed the © ;nd governance with | the tomn Bills at
Bills,  notably | parliament passing the novel | the treasury

those for the cre-
ation of Uttara-

hand, in their

-

Information Technology Bill
after three days of controver-
nchal and Jhark- 1 gies over certain provisions.

benches. Amidst
this drama, the

present form, the
others objected to the manner in
which the Government had sought

- to introduce these legislations.

" The introduction of the States
Reorgamsatlon Bills was a last-
‘minute inclusion through a supple-

. mentary list of business brought

out by the Lok Sabha Secretariat
this afternoon.

Till 3 pm, the Chair had no clue
whether the Bills would be intro-
duced even as the Members
repeatedly asked the Government
to clarify the position on their
introduction.

However, the Government's
decision to introduce the Bills was
announced by Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Santosh
Gangwar. . The Minister said the
Bills would be introduced as per
the decision taken by the Business

House was
Detailed report on Page 8 | adjourned again
T till 5.30 pm.

As soon as the House reassem-
bled after the third adjournment,
Speaker G M C Balayogi observed
that the Uttar  Pradesh
Reorganisation. Bill, 2000, moved
by Mr Advani, could not be intro-
duced due to the prevailing pande-
monium.

Amid thumping of desks by the
Opposition benches, the Speaker
ruled that sensing the mood of the
House, it would not be possible to
introduce the State Reorganisation
Bills. He then asked the
Government to move the Major
Port Trusts (Amendment) Bill for
passage. This Bill had fallen
through yesterday evening due to
lack of quorum. And before this
legislation could be put to vote, the
Congress Members trooped out.

Related report on Page 12

members angrily
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nposition walkout in

LS ove

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 17. The Opposi-
tion, with the tacit support of sev-
eral National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) partners, demanded in
Parliament today a rollback of the
recent price hike saying it had
particularly hit the farmers and
the very poor. In the Lok Sabha,
members of the Trinamool Con-
gress, Telugu Desam Party, Sama-
ta Party and JD(U) — all allies of
the Government — nodded their
heads when the Opposition
claimed their support arguing
that the issue cut across party
lines.

The entire Opposition walked
out after the Speaker, Mr. G.M.C.
Balayogi, disallowed an adjourn-
ment motion sought to be moved
by the Congress(I) and the Left
parties on the issue. Amid shouts
of “no, no”, he ruled that mem-
bers could raise it during the de-
bate on the motion of the thanks
to the President and the Finance
Bill. The Congress(l) leader, Mr.
Rajesh Pilot, was particularly up-
set that the Speaker did not allow
the NDA allies to speak.

‘“They have a right to speak, you
should listen to them,” he told the
Speaker who argued that he had
given a chance only to those
members who had given notices
for adjournment.

In the Rajy} Sabha, the Left

price

l

members sought to raise the issue
butlthe Chairperson, Mr. Krishan
Kant, disallowed it on the ground
that he will give permission to
raise the issue tomorrow. He said
the issue was raised in his cham-
bers by the leaders and he had
informed them that it could be
raised tomorrow.

But for this, it was a quiet start
to the second half of the budget
session in the Rajya Sabha. Mem-
bers newly elected to the Upper
House, including senior Congress
(I} leader, Mr. Arjun Singh, took
oath of office.

A suo moto statement in both
Houses by the Minister of State
for Petroleum, Mr. Ram Naik, jus-
tifying the hike in the prices of
petroleum products in recent
weeks did not convince the Oppo-
sition. The treasury benches in
the Lok Sabha faced embarrass-
ing moments when Mr. P.H. Pan-
dian (AIADMK), who was in the
chair when Mr. Naik made the
statement, ruled that the Govern-
ment should have consulted Par-
liament before going ahead with
the price hike. Mr. Pandian stuck
to his ruling despite a plea by Mr.
Naik to reconsider his observa-
tions.

In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Prabhu
Nath Singh (Samata Party), Mr.
Yerran Naidu (TD), Mr. Sudip
Bandopadhyaya (Trinamool) and
Mr. D.P. Yadav (JD-U)} were

hike

among the NDA allies who, ac-
cording to the Opposition, want-
ed to speak.

Sonia intervenes

Earlier, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, making
an intervention, said the price
hike reflected the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment’s ‘‘anti-people” policies,
and its “insensitivity.” The price
hike, she said, would have a “di-
sastrous” effect, particularly on
those below the poverty line and
the small and marginal farmers.

Mr. P.H. Pandiyan (AIADMK)
accused the Government of “by-
passing” Parliament while the
CPI(M)’s Mr. Basudeb Acharya
said it was “‘out to dismantle” the
public distribution system.

In his statement, Mr. Ram Naik
said the price hike in petroleum
products had been effected by the
Government as a follow-up to the
decision of the United Front Gov-
ernment under the prime minis-
tership of Mr. Inder Kumar Gujral
to dismantle the Administered
Pricing Mechanism (APM).

Mr. Naik said the steep hike in
international crude prices that
had increased the differential be-
tween the import parity prices
and the prices of the subsidised
products had left the Government
with no alternative but to suitably
raise the price.

THE HINDU
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Lok Sabha heat

“ over Agra -
~Bible burning L

STATESMAN NEWS SEIIVIOE

NEW DELHI, April 24. —
Friday night’s attack on a
Christian group and Bible-
burning in Agra rocked the Lok
Sabha today as the Opposition
demanded the dismissal of the
state government for failing to
protect minorities.

Police have arrested five per-
sons in connection with the
attack and the Ram Prakash
Gupta government ordered
strict vigil to ensure the protec-
tion of minorities across the
state. Those arrested were
named in the FIR lodged by the
Christian group.

Curiously, rather than the
Agra attack, the Chief Minister
ordered an inquiry into com-
plaints by Ms Sneh Lata Arora,
a teacher of St Paul’s School in
Agra, who had accused the
school’s Fathers of harassing
her. The inquiry will also cover
counter-allegations by the
Fathers that they were being
harassed by police in con-
nivance with Ms Arora.

In the Lok Sabha, the matter
was raised by Mr Sudip Bando-
padhyay (Trinamul) who point-
ed out the role of Bajrang Dal
in these attacks. Congress and
Samajwadi Party members
joined to lambast Bajrang,
inviting the wrath of Shiv Sena
and BJP MPs,

Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra
said Opposition members rem-
ain silent when Hindus in Jam-
mu and Kashmir are attacked.
He even pointed to a recent

SISTER CRIVICAL

NEW DELHI, April 24. —
The condition of Sister
Anandi, who was attacked in
Rewari on Saturday night, is
critical.-She was today shifted
from Holy Family Hospital's
ICU to the cardiac care unit.
She has sustained major head
injuries. She and two other
Sisters were on their way to
Rewai Catholic Church for
the Easter Mass when they
were attacked. This was the
fifth attack on missionaries in
Haryana this year. — SNS

(Details on page 8)

speech by the Shahi Imam of
Jama Masjid, Syed Abdullah
Bukhari, where he dared the
government to arrest him.

At this, the Samajwadi Party
MP from Agra, Mr Raj Babbar,
charged towards the Well and
said his party was against com-
munalism of all kinds, of both
the Imam and the Bal Thack-
eray varieties. This provoked
protests from Sena m¢mbers
who wanted the remark against
their leader expunged.

Samajwadi leader Mr Mula-
yam Singh Yadav held commu-
nalism of the majority posed a
greater threat than that of
minorities. Congress leader Mr
Madhavrao Scindia lamented
the growing communal and
caste divide, saying this was
“atomising” the polity. Mr Som-
nath Chatterjee of the CPI-M

P R

L Aol
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2

sald a jehad appeared to have
been unleashed on minorities.
MPs demanded that the Union
Home Minister, Mr LK Advani,
make a statement in the House.
Sharing the members’ con-
cern, Mr Pramod Mahajan
made a strong plea for the safe-
ty of minorities, saying they
would be fully protected. He
said it was the task of the
majority to protect the minori-
ties and assured members that
their concern and indignation
would be conveyed to the home
minister and that the govern-
ment would spare no effort in
protecting minorities.
Meanwhile, the Haryana
Chief Minister, Mr OP Chau-
tala, today cast doubts that the
attack on nuns in Rewari was
prompted by communal moti-
ves. The district administration
is categoric that the incident
merely pertains to negligent
driving and claims the nuns’
own fraternity now denies there
was any communal angle to the
episode, adds SNS Chandigarh.
The All-India Christian
Council and the All-India
Catholic Union have urged the
Prime Minister to hold Chief
Ministers responsible for any
atrocity against Christians in
their states, especially in UP,
Haryana, Orissa and Gujarat.
They also blamed the Sangh-
parivar’s ‘campaign of hatred’
for such incidents, reports UNI.
The Tamil Maanila Congress
and the CPI(ML) also con-
demned the Agra incident and
the attack on nuns in Haryana.
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HT Correspondent H \
| New Delhi, February 29

THE RAJYA Sabha was
adjourned today following noisy
scenes between the ruling BJP and
members of the Left over the con-
| troversial issue of withdrawal of
the volumes of “Towards
Freedom” series by the Indian
Council of Historical Research
(ICHR).

What started off as a special
mention by cine star-turned-MP
Shabana Azmi a little after ques-
tion hour, soon took an unsavoury
turn with members of the ruling
coalition and Left trading
charges. The slanging match, as it
were, continued for well over 10
minutes.

All pleas for restraint proved
tutile even while Chairman
Krishan Kant tried to offer a solu-
tion by providing an opportunity to
BJP leader T.N. Chaturvedi to
speak as a "special case". Mr
Krishann Kant said that since
diverse views were being expressed
Mr Chaturvedi could speak on
behalf of his party provided the
facts are stated in a "sophisticated
language”. Even when that failed
to resolve matters, the Chairman
adjourned the House till 4 pm.

It all started when Mr Biplab

Dasgupta ACPI-M) rose to join
issue wih Shabana Azmi on the
withdrawal of the volumes. Stating
that the BJP was trying to impose a
"monolithic view" of "manufac-
tured history", Mr Dasgupta
charged the BJP of using its own
historians to write "doctored histo-

n

The present volumes, he said,
expose the fact that RSS had no
role in India's freedom struggle.
All RSS leaders corroborated with
the British, Mr Dasgupta said. At
this the BJP members were up on
their feet protesting against the

remarks.

Mr Biplab Dasgupta, on his part
said, that he would not yield to
pressure tactics, even as he warned
the ruling party that the opposition
will not allow any Government
business to be transacted if the rul-
ing coalition prevented members
from speaking.

Things took a turn for the worse,
when members of the Left men-
tioned RSS leader M.S.Golwalkar
as having corroborated with the
British. References by members of
the Left to "Baba Clinton"
(President Bill Clinton) were also

RS adjourned after roisy
‘scenes between BJF, Left v/

heard amid the din. Interestingly,
the Congress Party was a mute wit-
ness to the mayhem.

Earlier Ms Azmi (Nominated)
said that the withdrawal of vol-
umes was "utter disregard and con-
tempt" for independent research.
The move, she said, should be seen
as a part of a "larger scenario” of
the Sangh Parivar to impose its
ideology:

"The writ of the RSS is at play”
Ms Azmi said while demanding
"severe action” against the ICHR
chairman for violating academic
freedom. The ICHR authorities,
she said, had violated the indepen-.
dence and autonomy of the insti-
tute.

Ms Azmi appealed to the NDAJ
allies to put pressure on the
Government against the bid of
educational institutions to "adul-
terate history". .

Mr Eduardo Faleiro (Congress)
charged the ICHR's action to be
part of a "larger conspiracy” to glo-
rify one community and denigrate
others. Calling upon the
Government to stop "hatred cam-
paigns" in textbooks, he said that
the Government wants to show
Christians, Parsis and Muslims as
foreigners. He demanded that
these volumes should be sent back
to the publishers.

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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ew Delhi, February 29

DEFIANT Opposition

At"?rced the adjournment of

ok Sabha twice—second

time till 2.00 pm-—demanding a

discussion on the RSS issue under

a motion which provides for cen-
suring the Government.

This is the fourth consecutive day
when proceedings in Lok Sabha
have been disrupted due to the
RSS issue. An all-party meeting
convened by the Speaker last
evening had failed to resolve the
deadlock.

As soon as the House assembled
this morning the Opposition mem-
bers said they would cooperate
with the Chair if he gave a specific
date for the discussion under Rule
184, which permits voting, instead
of Rule 193, allowed earlier.

Congress and other Opposition
parties have been vehemently
protesting  against  Gujarat
- Government’s decision to allow its

employees to join RSS and wanti-
ng to know the Centre’s stand on
it.

Congress leader Rajesh Pilot was
heard saying: “We have a genuine
feeling. Please listen to us. This
government is speaking in two
voices and, therefore, we want to
keep the truth before the nation.
The entire nation is interested in
the issue.”

Immediately, Mr K.Swain (BJP)
retorted, “They (Congress) have
been defeated in the election.
What nation do they (Congress)
represent? Who represents the
nation? It is the NDA.” A number
of Congress members, including
Mr Mani Shanker Aiyar, were on
their legs shouting “Rule 184, Rule
184",

Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi repeat-
edly said the matter was not on the
day’s agenda, as the Government
had to present the Union budget.
Dissatisfied with the reply, the
entire Opposition sought an assur-
ance from him whether he was

issue: LS procéedings
isrupted for fourt/l}3 day

g the issue under Rule 184

Opposition adamant on discussin

considering allowing a discussion
under Rule 184, which provided
for voting.

Sensing that the Opposition was
in no mood to relent, Speaker
Balayogi adjourned the House till
1200 hrs.

Similar noisy scenes were wit-
nessed when the House re-assem-
bled at noon. Deputy Speaker PM.
Sayeed informed the Members
that some discussions were under-
way in the Speaker’s chamber with
leaders of different parties and
requested them to allow tabling of
papers listed on the day’s agenda. .

“No, no,” shouted the
Opposition members in unisofi
demanding, “we want (discussion
under Rule) 184.” Congress
Member PR. Dasmunsht was
heard saying that the entire coun-
try was watching how this issue wag’
being handled in the House. -

With the Oppositih member§

£



/ RS heat over
T ndhi, Sangh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ﬁ{ ‘ N

NEW DELHI, March 1. — Disputes over what\was said, or what
was believed to have been said, created volatilé\conditions in the
Rajya Sabha today during its debate on the cont¥oversial order of
the Gujarat government on its workers joining the\RSS.

The House was adjourned twice, without the debate concluding.

First it was the Opposition who tried to make much of Mr Ram
Jethmalani’s observation on what actually “killed” Gandhi, then
the BJP raised a storm over source material used by Mr Kapil
Sibal, Congress, to lay a charge that RSS leaders had ridiculed
Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar Azad.

An experiment by the Deputy Chairman to “set the record
straight immediately”, since proceedings were now covered live on
TV, backfired totally. The chaos resulted in little focus on the
basic issue — would the neutrality of the civil service be compro-
mised by association with organisations like the RSS?

After stoutly defending the RSS’s credentials, the law minister
sought to deal with the allegation that it had been responsible for
the Mahatma’s death. He contended that it were those who had
accepted the partition of India who had killed Gandhi, his spirit.

The Opposition, led by Mr Vayalar Ravi, Congress, insisted tha Dg
the minister had held leaders like Nehru Sardar Patel a
Maulana Azad responsible for the death. When Mr Jethmalani
maintained that he had referred to the death of Gandhi’s soul,
they insisted he was trying to wriggle out of a situation.

There was anger all around as Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Congress,
Mr Gurudas Dasgupta, CPI, accused him of propounding danger-
ous theories. Warning that Mr Jethamalani would never be
allowed to get away with this, Mr Mukherjee called for immediate
adjournment so that the record could be checked.

While other Opposition members supported that line, the home
minister said a precedent was being set. The standard practice
was for the record to be examined at the end of the day and dele-
tions ordered. The Deputy Chairman said she was in favour of
immediate action, wrong messages should not emanate from the
House. With live telecasts, correcting the record overnight had
become irrelevant. A 15-minute break was ordered.

A check of both the tape recording and the transcript established
that Mr Jethmalani had not been speaking of Gandhi’s physical
death, but of his spirit, the Deputy Chairman subsequently ruled.
She maintained that the procedure adopted could not become
standard practice, the House would never function. Dr Heptulla
appealed to members to speak with restraint and responsibility to
avoid such situations.

But that was not to be. Mr Kapil Sibal quoted RSS leaders on
subjects like martyrdom, imperialism, the national flag and
minorities, leaving Treasury Benches rather embarrassed. There
was a huge show of indignation, however, when Mr Sibal quoted
RSS leaders as saying Bhagat Singh and Azad were “fools”.

Lok Sabha: Lok Sabha was disrupted for the fifth day. Almoest no
- business was transacted after an agitated Opposition pressed for
a discussion on the RSS issue under Rule74'which provides for

voting.
/

/
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RSS chief’s stancﬁlikelyvto

resolve Parliament logjam

HT Correspondent /\/ \
New Delhi, March 6

IN A significant development that
may pave way for resolution of the
Gujarat RSS tangle, RSS chief
Rajendra Singh today declared
that his organisation was "uncon-
cerned"”  about the  State
Government's circular lifting the
ban on employees participating in
its activities.

Mr Singh, in a statement coming
after the Opposition's weeklong
disruption of proceedings in the
Lok Sabha over the Gujarat
Government's action, said the RSS
had not sought any withdrawal of
the ban. "RSS work has never been
dependent on any Government's
attitude, positive or negative,
towards it," he said.

The RSS chief's statement was
quickly interpreted by political cir-
cles here as a possible run-up to
the BJP Government in Gujarat

—-“—'———/

rescinding its controvetsi l circu-
lar, thereby reimposing thd ban on
its employees participating {n RSS
activities.

Apart from the Opposition-trig-
gered logjam, the BJP's own allies
have not been forthcoming on the
option of supporting the Vajpayee
Government in case the Gujarat
issue were to be debated in the
Lok Sabha under Rule 184.

The lukewarm attitude of the
allies manifested itself once again
this morning when the Prime
Minister held a second round of
consultations with the NDA part-
ners.

Most of these allies were
emphatic once again that the dis-
cussion should be only under Rule
193, which does not involve voting.
As such, the allies need not take
any definitive position on the RSS
controversy.

It was against this background
that the BJP leadership, in tandem

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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with the RSS bosses, had begun to
prevail upon  the  State
Government to retrace its steps.

‘The RSS chiefs statement today

was seen to be a part of this
denouement.

Mr Singh, in his statement, ‘also
launched a scathing attack on
"some" political parties for making
the RSS a "scapegoat” to hide their
own failures. "The frustration of
these parties is understandable
and irremediable," he remarked.
"We at the RSS would like to be
outside the vortex of the con-
tentious politics," he added.

Today's statement by the RSS
chief was the second of its kind in
less than a month. On February 13,
in response to an observation by
the Prime Minister, Mr Singh had
signalled a softening of stance by
the RSS on the question of the
Centre itself lifting the

employee's participati
activities. /




“TDP JD-U keen
..1o avoid RSS

TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 6. — The
TDP and JD-U today said they
cannot support the government
on the RSS controversy; so the
Centre should insist that the
Lok Sabha discuss the subject
under Rule 193 and not
Rule 184, which provides for a
vote.

At an NDA meeting, TDP
leader Mr K Yerrannaidu said
the party’s “political compul-
sions” rule out supporting the
Centre on the issue.

Later, Janata Dal (United)
leader Mr Devendra Prasad
Yadav echoed this, telling
reporters: “Our view on RSS is
very clear. We cannot support
the government.

“Therefore, it is for the Centre
to persuade the Gujarat gov-
ernment (to withdraw the
order allowing state govern-
ment employees to take part in
RSS activities).

But the BJP spokesman ruled
this out. Mr Venkaiah Naidu
said: “The Centre’s view is
clear. It has not given, nor can
it give, any order to the state
government. Even if it had
given any, that would not have
been valid.” )

Wvoie in House

This morning’s NDA meeting
had been called to chalk out a
strategy to counter the
Opposition, which has stalled
Parliament on the RSS contro-
versy, demanding a discussion
under Rule 184. (Congress
leaders today said they will
now attack the government
also over the installation of the
Nitish Kumar ministry in
Bihar.)

But some NDA partners could

not attend the meeting, which

led the coalition to put off for-
mulating a strategy till tomor-
row.

The meeting, though, decided
to stick to the stand that since
a motion under Rule 193 had

-been admitted in the Rajya

Sabha, the government will
insist on a similar motion in
the Lok Sabha.

Besides the Prime Minister,
the meeting was attended by
Mr LK Advani, Mr Jaswant
Singh, Mr George Fernandes,
Mr Yerrannaidu, Mr Sushil

Indora (INLD) and Mr
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa
(Shiromani Akali Dal).

With Lok Sabha stalemated
over the dispute, the Speaker,
Mr GMC Balayogi, has called

- an all-party meeting.

THE STATESMAN
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Gujarat stands firm: Mr
Venkaiah Naidu’s view was
echoed by the Gujarat minister
of state for home as he ruled
out a rethink on the subject.
Mr Haren Pandya invited a
debate “in any Assembly or
Parliament”, adds SNS from
Gandhinagar.

The decision was taken after
much thought, the minister
said. It concerns a state sub-
ject, and the Centre “has no
jurisdiction on this”.

A public interest litigation

had been filed with the high
court and “all matters relating
to it will come up there”.
RSS stand: The RSS, however,
clarified that it had not sought
withdrawal of the Gujarat gov-
ernment’s earlier circular bar-
ring state employees from asso-
ciating with the saffron organi-
sation, adds PTI from New
Delhi.

“The RSS is unconcerned
whether the circular exists or
not,” said the organisation’s
chief, Mr Rajendra Singh. “RSS
work has never been depen-
dent on any government’s atti-
tude, positive or negative,

towards ::e”/
H Anothé€r renort on nage 6
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI/PATNA, March
7. — The\Chairman of the
Rajya Sabhe admitted today
for discussion and vote a
motion  criticising the
Governor’s role in Bihar.

In Patna, the NDA and Mr
Laloo Yadav
remained eye-

. ball-to-eyeball as
events hurtled
towards a sud-
den death at the
Speaker’s elec-
tion on 9 March.

The Rajya

Sabha Chair-
man, Mr Krishan
Kant’s decision
came as a blow
to the NDA. The
government is in
a minority in the
House of Elders.

(Worse, Mr N
Chandrababu
Naidu, the BJP’s
most influential
ally, today said
the Bihar Gover-
nor ought to
have invited the

Udyan

TRAINS CANCELLED

NEW DELHI, March 7. —
Eastern Railway has can-
celled till further notice the
Howrah-Delhi Janata and
Howrah-Amritsar
Expresses in view of distur-
bances in Bihar.

The Guwahati-New Delhi
North East Express and
Katihar-New
Mahananda Express will
run via North Eastern
Railway without touching
the Patna-Mughalsarai
section with immediate
effect till further notice.
The Avadh-Assam Express
from Delhi Junction and
Abha
Express from Srigan-
ganagar will not leave as

go

#

Speaker. The CPI has five
MLAs; Mr Kumar, as of now,
11 short of majority in the 322-
member House,

The RJD, CPI-M, BSP,
Congress and CPI-ML-
(Liberation) boycotted the
meeting. “We don’t recognise
the Nitish Kumar-led govern-
ment,” Mr Laloo
Yadav  said.
“There was no
question of par-
ticipating in the
all-party meet
convened by an
illegally-
installed chief
minister.”

The RJD-led
alliance would
field its candi-
date for
Speaker, he
announced.

Emerging from
the meeting, CPI
legislature party |
leader, Mr
Bhubaneshwar
Mehta, said the
party’s state
executive would
take a final deci-

Delhi

Toofan

single largest | scheduled on 8 March. sion tomorrow
party to form the L— SNS on the issue of
government, both the
says SNS from Hyderabad. Speaker and of supporting/
(In Calcutta, Mr Jyoti Basu opposing Mr Nitish Kumar.
said Mr Pande should not have Mr Mehta’s statement
invited Mr Kumar.) appeared at variance with
But in Patna, the CPI broke what his party has been saying

ranks, so to say, with the anti-
BJP camp by attending Mr
Nitish Kumar’s all-party meet-
ing to build a consensus on the

all along: that it would vote
against both the NDA and the

B See BIHAR:page 6

(Continued from page 1)
RJD. pog

in the Rajya Sabha, the
Chairman’s admitting a sub-
stantive motion”disapproving
of” the conduct of the Governor
in the format of a discussion
followed by a vote, brought
cheer to the Opposition but
obviously dismayed the
Treasury benches.

As the Opposition attempted
to press home its majority
advantage by insisting the
matter be taken up immediate-
ly, the government adopted
delaying tactics. The resultant
furore led to the House being
stalled after Question Hour.

The discomfort in the Trea-
sury benches was evident
when the Leader of the House
chose to refer to some aspects
of the motion that had been
admitted. Rather sharply, the
Chairman, Mr Krishan Kant,
asked him: “Are you comment-
ing on the motion I have
admitted?”

No, replied Mr Jaswant
Singh. But he said he was enti-

‘tled to make some observa-
tions on it, as Mr Pranab Mu-
kherjee, Congress, had done
earlier,

The motion which the Chair-
man has admitted for a discus-
sion-and-vote reads: “That this
House disapproves the conduct
of the Governor of Bihar in
installing the NDA-led govern-
ment rather than the RJD and
its alliance partners.”

Notice for the motion had
been given by Dr Manmohan

, Singh and Mr Pranab Mukh-

erjee (both Congress), Mr E
Balanandan, Mr SR Pillai and
Mr Nilotpal Basu (all CPI-M),
Mr Ram Deo Bhandary and Mr
Naresh Yadav (both RJD), Mr
SR Bommai (JD-S) and Mr Ja-
yant Kumar Malhoutra (Ind).

Lok Sabha notice: The RJD
today gave a notice for admis-
sion of an adjournment motion

1 in the Lok Sabha to discuss the

Governor, Mr VC Pande’s “par-
tisan” role in installing an
NDA'government in Bihar,
adds PTI.

MLAs take oath: More than

There was speculation in the 290 newly elected members
NDA camp today that M; took oath on the opening day of
Kumar has persuaded the CP] the 12th Bihar Assembly ses-
to abstain from voting on the sion today, adds UNI. Pro-tem

confidence motion.

Speaker, Mr Bisheshwar

If that happens, it will be tan- Khan, administered the oath
tamount to extending indirect to the members.
support to the NDA govern-

ment.

The election of Speaker is
scheduled for Thursday, Mr
Kumar’s trust vote for Friday.
Thursday’s decision will for all

practical
either way.

purposes clinch it

Mr Kumar continued to say

today he was trying to build a

consensus on the Speaker’s
issue. He announced he would

speak to leaders of other par-

ties, including the RJD, again.

The Bihar Congress presi-
dent, Mr Sadanand Singh too
appeared firm. His party was
committed to opposing the
NDA, Mr Singh said: “There is
1o question of supporting any
NDA-sponsored nominee for
the Speaker’s post.” '

In case the Laloo camp
refused to come round, the
NDA would announce its can-
didate for Speaker tomorrow,
parliamentary affajrs Mminister,
Mr Sushil Kumar Modi said,

“The chief minister has been
authorised to select the person
for the post in the event of our
cfiailure to get a common candj-
ate,”
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NEW DELHI, March 9. — Both Houses of Parliamen}gaw repeat-
ed spells of adjournments on the Bihar and RSS isdyes for yet
another day, but the political parties came to an understanding to
sit late next week to clear the pending business of the last 10 days.

A rapprochement between the Treasury Benches and the
Opposition seems to have been reached and Parliament is expect-
ed to function normally after the Bihar trial of strength tomorrow.

At the meeting of the business advisory committee at the
Speaker’s chamber, leaders belonging to all parties agreed to
resume normal business from Monday with the Telephone
Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill, the Recovery of Debts
(Amendment) Bill and the Finance Bill to be brought in.

The leaders decided to sit till midnight on Tuesday to discuss
the Railway Budget, while the general Budget will be taken up on
Wednesday. The motion of thanks on President’s address would
be taken up on Thursday, it was decided.

However, a decision on having a discussion on the RSS issue
under Rule 193 is still pending with the Speaker. In the Rajya
Sabha too, a similar schedule was being worked out to clear pend-
ing matters. However, the Bihar and RSS issues led to adjourn-
ments of both Houses, with the Lok Sabha witnessing a strange
situation as the members of Treasury Benches forced adjourn-
ments by not allowing the Samajwadi Party leader, Mr Mulayam
Singh Yadav, to make his submission.

Mr Yadav pointed out that his motion on RSS was still pending
with the Speaker. The SP members rushed to the Well of the
House demanding that Mr Yadav be allowed to speak on the sub-
ject. When Mr GMC Balayogi allowed him to speak, it was the
NDA members’ turn to block the proceedings. Mr Vijay Goel
(BJP), supported by Mr Madan Lal Khurana, alleged that Mr
Yadav had a habit of sending his MPs to the Well if he was not
allowed to speak. Mr Khurana said they would allow Mr Yadav to
speak only if he gave a commitment that his members wouldn’t
rush to the Well. The Speaker adjourned the House, but the situa-
tion remained the same in the second half. Mr K Yerrannaidu,
-who was in the chair, permitted Mr Yadav to speak but was again
blocked by the NDA members. Mr Yerrannaidu said Mr Khurana
would speak after Mr Yadav as, in a democracy, the Opposition
gets the first chance. But this did not pacify the angry NDA mem-
bers, leading to adjournment for the day.

Later, the Congress indicated that it would still press for its
motions on the conduct of the Bihar Governor, which led to the
installation of Mr Nitish Kumar as the Chief Minister of the
state. However, with the Congress candidate elected as the Bihar
Speaker, the sting is out of this issue too and the Opposition may
press for a motion which does not call for voting.

On the RSS issue, the Congress does not seem too inclined to
pursue with the motion under Rule 184 because of the Gujarat
government reimposed the ban on government employees joining
RSS activities yesterday.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. Parliament
was disrupted again today as the
Opposition blocked proceedings
in both Houses, protesting the Bi-
har Governor, Mr. V.C. Pande's
conduct in installing a minority
Government, headed by Mr. Nit-
ish Kumar, in the State. They also
alleged “horse-trading” by the
National Democratic Alliance in
Patna. By the time Mr. Nitish Ku-
mar announced his resignation
without facing a vote of confi-
dence, the two Houses had al-
ready adjourned for the day amid
noisy scenes.

The Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr.
G.M.C. Balayogi, ruled that the
discussion slated on the RSS issue
under Rule 184 had become in-
fructuous after the Gujarat Gov-
ernment’s decision to withdraw
the order. The Opposition had in-
voked Rule 184, which entails vot-
ing, to censure the Central
Government on the issue.

However, the Opposition de-
mand for a debate under a non-
voting rule on the activities of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and

the Bajrang Dal was under the
Speaker’s consideration. After an-
nouncing the ruling, Mr. K. Yer-
ran Naidu, who was in the chair,
adjourned the House as the Op-
position and treasury benches
clashed over the Samajwadi Party
leader, Mr. Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav’s demand for immediate dis-
cussion. .

Earlier, the House adjourned
minutes after it met in the morn-
ing. The Opposition charged that
the NDA was offering huge sums
to MLAs in Bihar in order to buy
their support. Opposition mem-
bers also demanded the recall of
the Bihar Governor, even as the
treasury benches insisted that
question hour not be disrupted.
As the turmoil continued, the
Speaker adjourned the House un-
til 2 p.m. When it reassembled
with Mr. Yerran Naidu in the chair
there was a replay, leading to an
adjournment until Monday.

In the Rajya Sabha too, a deter-
mined Opposition stalled pro-
ceedings demanding an
immediate discussion on the mo-
tion on the conduct of the Bihar
Governor in installing the NDA

I . N /
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VParliament disrupted again

Government. Sensing th Eood,
the Chairman, Mr. Krishah Kant,
adjourned the House till Monday
even as the Minister for Human
Resource Development, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi, tried to reply to a
question.

The Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha was keen on an immediate
discussion on the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition,
Dr. Manmohan Singh, denounc-
ing the ‘“conduct”’ of the Mr.
Pande in installing a NDA Gov-
ernment, rather than that of the
RJD. The motion, under Rule 168,
would entail voting at the end of
the discussion. Though the Chair-
man has admitted the motion, the
time and date for the debate has
not been fixed yet.

Earlier as soon as the House
met, the RID member, Mr. Naresh
Yadav, waved a newspaper, which
he said had reported that the NDA
was trying to resort to horse-trad-
ing before facing the trial of
strength in the Bihar Assembly.
Congress(I) members started rais-
ing slogans of “shame, shame”
and the Chairman immediately
adjourned the House.




_Opp wants

Pande out,
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 10. —
Buoyed by Mr Nitish Kumar’s
resignation, the Opposition has
demanded recall of the Bihar
Governor and plans to rock
Parliament over his conduct.
The strategy will be finalised
on Monday morning before
Parliament meets. Tonight,
Opposition leaders were speak-
ing of pressing for a motion
that would call for a vote on
the Bihar Gover-
nor’s conduct.
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go by a ruling made in 1967 by
the then Rajya Sabha chair-
man, allowing a discussion on
the conduct of the then West
Bengal Governor.

CWC member Mr Oscar
Fernandes said: “It is essential
that the government come for-
ward to discuss the Bihar
issue, because what the Govep<’
nor did was morally wron
undemocratic.”

Opposition membexg Gutnum-
ber NDA MPs in the Rajya Sa-

A decision on a
notice  under
Rule 184 is pend-
ing with the Lok
Sabha Speaker;
in the Rajya Sa-
bha, the chair-
man has already
adopted a motion
under Rule 170,
which calls for
voting

“If th@%en r\é

bha, so they
GOVERNOR TO STAY shouldnt find
it difficult to

NEW DELHI, March 10. —
The BJP today said there can
be no question of recalling
the Bihar Governor who had
“acted constitutionally” in
inviting Mr Nitish Kumar to
form a government. “There
have been precedents where
the Governor had called a
Party which had failed to

Lprove its strength,” Mr Ven-

kaiah Naidu said. — PTI

“censure” Mr
Pande’s con-
duct. The Lok
Sabha Opposi-
tion hopes a

few NDA
members will
back its
motion.

TDP chief
Mr Chandra-
babu Naidu

recalls the Bihar
Governor, that would be anoth-
er victory (after Gujarat) for
the Opposition,” Congress chief
whip Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi said.

“If it doesn’t, we should like to
criticise the Governor in the
Lok Sabha through a motion
and put it to vote, which will
leave the government with no
choice but to recall him.”

The CPI-M politburo today
issued a statement demanding
the Governor, Mr VC Pande, be
recalled. This was echoed by
CPI secretary Mr D Raja who
said the Governor had lost
credibility.

The Congress, mindful of the
convention that an act by a
constitutional head is not usu-
ally discussed in Parliament,
was initially reluctant to take
the subject up in the Houses.
But the party finally decided to

has criticised
Mr Pande’s decision, saying he
should have invited the single
largest party to form the gov-
ernment.

Opposition members feel the
Gujarat “victory” was achieved
through their tenacity and the
reluctance of some NDA part-
ners to support the govern-
ment. They are hoping for a
repeat — a scenario in which
the Centre is forced to with-
draw the Governor before the
motions are put to the vote.

The only hitch seems to be
that the House is supposed to
meet only for four days next
week before going into the mid-
budget session break. A few
impertant Bills need to be
passed and discussions on the

"railway budget, general budget

and the motion of thanks on
the President’s address remain
to be taken up.
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 13. Opposition
members in the Rajya Sabha to-
day demanded recall of the Bihar
Governor, Mr. V. C. Pande, for his
“unconstitutional” act in inviting
the NDA leader, Mr. Nitish Ku-
mar, to fcrm the government
while the ruling alliance defended
the Governor saying he acted
within the Constitution. \

Initiating a short duration dis-
cussion on the role of the gover-
nors in  discharging their
constitutional responsibilities in
the light of recent events in Bihar,
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee (Cong-I)
said the Governor had acted in a
partisan manner and deserved to
be recalled.

Mr. Mukherjee said the Gover-
nor had “misused his constitu-
tional position, failed to display
his neutrality and acted in a parti-
san manner.”

The Governor should be imme-
diately recalled as he “has
proved” that he was not worthy of
the high post, he said.

Originally, the House was to
discuss issue under Rule 168
which allowed for voting, but later
it was decided to convert it into a
short duration discussion which
did not entail voting.

___missed or recalled.

The CPI's , Mr. Gurudas Das-
gupta, said the Governor's deci-
sion was not an act of error of
judgment but a “deliberate” act
on his part on the advise the
Union Home Ministry to encour-

age defections and splits in par- .

ties backing RJD. “The Governor
had acted on the implicit and ex-
plicit advice of the Home Ministry
to carry on defections and horse
trading” he said.

Defending the Governor, the
BJP’s Mr. Venkaiah Naidu said
Mr. Pande had acted legally and
constitutionally by inviting the
NDA and not the RJD group
which had the support of only 125
MLAs in the 324 member State
Assembly.

Mr. Ramachandran Pillai (CPI-
M) said the Governor had violated
the Constitution, democratic
precedents and conventions by
inviting the minority NDA combi-
nation to form the government
and wanted Mr. Pande to be dis-

Mr. Ram Deo Bhandary (R]D)
said the Governor’s intention was
bad as he was acting at the direc-
tion from the Centre. He said the
Governor should be recalled as he
had “lost the confidence” of the
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——inviting Mr.

“Opposition demands recall
"> of Bihar Governor '\ |

people of the State.

Mr. Solipeta Ramjachandra
Reddy (TDP) said thdugh the
Governor should have inYited the !
largest party, the controversy |
could now be put to rest. ;

When the Union Law Minister, |
Mr. Ram Jethmalani, started to 1
make his observations on the is- \
sue, Mr. Mukherjee said a Minis- |
ter could not speak on a short |
duration discussion and it was for f
the Home Minister to reply. (

Mr. Viduthalai Virumbi (DMK) |
quoted rules to say that Mr. Jeth- |
malani could speak in his capac- |
ity as a member. i

Mr. Jethmalani said the Bihar !
Governor acted on the facts ob-
tained at the given moment.

DMK embarrasses Govt.

A DMK member today gave a
few moments of embarrassment
to the treasury benches when he
quoted the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, de-
scribing the Governor’s action in
Kumar “a hasty-
step”.

Mr. C. P. Thirunavukkarasu |
(DMK) said on many occasions |
the Governors had been a ‘tool’ in |
the hands of the Central Govern-
ment.
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