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NEW DELHI, DEX. 3. Though the rul-
ing Bharatiya\Janata Party was
somewhat caufjous in its re-
sponse today to Pakistan’s offer of
exercising “maximum restraint”
on the Line of Control in Kashmir,
the Opposition parties, particu-
larly the Left and the Congress,
view the offer as a ‘‘positive devel-
opment” which could be used to
start “parallel talks” with Pakistan
even as India goes ahead to devel-
op its offer of talks with militant
groups in Kashmir.

Neena Vyas

In fact, several Kashmiri leaders
are here — Mr. Abdul Ghani Bhat,
chairman of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference, and Mirwaiz Um-
er Faroog, former chairman, flew
in today; Mr. Yaseen Malik, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation Front
chairman, was already here, and
Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone, another
senior Hurriyat leader, is expect-
ed back from Pakistan in the next
few days. Some “informal-level”
contacts are expected to take
- place.

The APHC has already wel-
comed Pakistan’s offer as a “‘step
in the right direction” and hoped
India would ‘“reciprocate” and
“‘take more bold steps” such as its
unilateral ceasefire offer to help
start a political dialogue and find
a solution to the Kashmir prob-

lem. Separately, Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah told PTI in New Delhi that
“we have kept our doors open for
anyone who wishes to restore
peace in the Valley”, and that ““in-
saniyat (humanitarianism)”’
would be the guiding principle.

Though it is being admitted
that there is nothing new in.Pakis-
tan’s offer of “‘restraint” along the
LoC and that Pakistan had not ad-
dressed the basic issue of cross-
border terrorism, a view seems to
be developing that however small
the window Pakistan has opened,
India should seize the opportuni-
ty to look for restarting the de-

A BIP cautious, Cong. sees hope

railed dialogue. Mr. Bangaru
Laxman, BJP president, told The
Hindu that in addition to ‘“re-
straint on the LoC” Pakistan
should also ‘‘pave the way for a
dialogue with India by ordering
cessation of cross-border terror-
ism. If that were to happen, I do
not think India would have any
objection to talks with Pakistan
under the Shimla Agreement or
the Lahore Declaration,” he said.

Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, party
vice-president, similarly empha-
sised the need to end cross-bor-
der terrorism. “We have always
adopted a defensive posture on

‘Pak. response encouraging’

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, DEC. 3. The former All-Party Hurriyat Conference chair-
man, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, sees Pakistan’s response of exercising
restraint along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir as a
“positive and encouraging development”, which can be used to cre-
ate a conducive atmosphere for initiating the peace process.

“The common factor in India’s initiative, Pakistan’s response and
our reaction is the stress on the need for a dialogue,” the Mirwaiz,
who arrived here today told The Hindu. He said the Hurriyat Confer-
ence had always maintained that the Kashmir issue was political in
nature and it needed to be resolved that way “without military

means”’.

He expressed the hope that the ceasefire offer and Pakistan’s re-
sponse would pave the way for involvement of all the three parties in
the talks in a positive way. “After Pakistan’s response, the ball is now
in the court of the Indian Government.”

v

the LoC. To that extent the offer of
restraint by Pakistan is meaning-
less,” However, he was hopeful
that the next couple of days
should see ‘‘some clarifications
from Pakistan, if they are seri-
ous”.

The Left and the Congress feel
that along with informal congacts
with militart groups in the V&ey,
the Government should make at-
tempts to start ‘“‘parallel talks”
with Pakistan “‘at some level”’. Mr.
Natwar Singh, party leader and
former External Affairs Minister,
said, “The Pakistan offer is to be
welcomed. We should look at it
with an unprejudiced mind. We
made a gesture, they have re-
sponded. This could lead to talks
which could be held under the
Shimla Agreement.” But ‘“tripar-
tite talks” between India, Pakis-
tan and Kashmiri militant groups
“were out of the question”.

Mr. A.B. Bardhan, CPI general
secretary, saw in the Pakistan re-
sponse a “process of inching for-
ward towards talks”. The Centre’s
reaction should be positive and
the opportunity “should not be
rejected out of hand”. Mr. Pra-
kash Karat, CPI(M) politburo
member, was of the view that at
“some level” talks with Pakistan
would have to begin. It was time
India “spelt out its political
proach to the problem.”
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CALCUTTA, Dec. 5. — Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya

visits Kespur tomorrow with a
message of restoring peace to
the violence-hit area. After his
first Cabinet meeting as chief
minister today, he hinted at
extending employment benefits
to relatives of those affected by
violence in the districts.

But this may take some time
because the government is yet
to determine who these
“political sufferers” are. Only
then can their kin be given
special employment benefits in
the state government.

The proposal came before the
Cabinet from the labour
department. It may be recalled
that Mr Jyoti Basu as chief

minister had earlier expressed |
his desire to help those affected

by violence in Midnapore,

Hooghly and Bankura. There ..

had been demands for
compensation for relatives of
those killed in political
violence.

At the Cabinet meeting today,
Mr Bhattacharya said that
more discussions are needed
before a decision could be taken
on  identifying  political
sufferers.

The chief minister, who will
address a public meeting in
Kespur tomorrow, said he
would appeal for peace. He will
also discuss ways of restoring
peace with district officials.

The Cabinet also approved
the formation of three more fire
stations in the state, to be
located in Jalpaiguri, Bankura

and South 24-Parganas. It has
decided to give the Chanchal
area of Malda the status of a
subdivision. This will be done
in a week. The chief minister
said he would not participate in
the dharna on 7 December
before Parliament House by
Left Front MLAs.

The MLAs will be demanding

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya

that the Centre provide
the state with flood relief
funds. Regarding the 20
December bandh on the same
issue, Mr Bhattacharya said:
“Let us wait and see how things
turn out, specially the attitude
of the Central government.”

Grand welcome

A grand welcome awaits Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya who
will arrive here tomorrow as
part of his tour of the districts.
The chief minister will address
a party rally here, adds SNS

THE STATESMAN
g pEC2m

from Kespur (Midnapore).

The entire route from
Midnapore town to Kespur,
through which his convoy will
pass, has been decorated with
party flags, festoons and 15
arches. Over 300 securitymen,
including Eastern Frontier
Rifles, anti-sabotage forces, dog
squad and task forces, have
been deployed and would be
monitored by the IG (Western

| Range), Mr JR Bhagat.

The district magistrate, Mr
MV  Rao, and the 8P,
Midnapore, Mr Gourav Dutta,
today visited Kespur to check
the security arrangement.

The party leaders are aiming
for a record number of people,
two lakh with one lakh from
Kespur block alone, to attend
the rally. People here have
been, in a sense, ordered to
turn up at the rally.

Day labourers have to leave

! aside their work for the day in

order to be present at the
rally.

They had to take part in
processions organised by the
CPI-M today. Some of them
even paid Rs 50 to Rs 70 each
for the rally.

Over 100 Trinamul activists,
who had fled from their home,
are yet to return. They are
staying away because they are
wanted in criminal cases, police
said. Around 250 party workers
will escort Mr Bhattacharya to
Kespur from Midnapore circuit
house. He will be given guard
of honour by 1500 partymen
and 500 women comrades in
Kespur. Tribal dance will be
part of the reception. e
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Buddha

tells’ Trmamﬂul men

UDAY BASU
! STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
'KESPUR, Dec. 6. — Mr
. Buddhadev Bhattacharya

: today urged those who are with
| the Trinamul Congress “by
' mistake” to quit the party and
 join the CPI-M, “if they care for
\ themselves, their families and
. their state”.

At a huge rally of party
supporters here, the most
troubled spot in violence-
ridden Midnapore, the chief
minister said: “The Trinamul

now realise their hands too
have got burnt. The Trinamul
! is isolated from the people.”

Those who had joined the
Trinamul “by mistake”, he said,
should now “forget” what they
have done and join the CPI-M,
because “the Trinamul’s is the
path of sin and injustice”.

“Why should you be with the
Trinamul and not with us? We
are not a party of princes. We
| are not born merely to be
! ministers, but have been
fighting for the poor and the
downtrodden for years.”

The chief minister then

has learnt a lesson. Its activists |
here, who set fire to thousands |
of our party supporters’ homes,

solemnly declared thatl his
government’s policy tow rds
Kespur is “no arson, no killing
and no looting”.

“The Prime Minister and the
Union home minister asked me
whether peace will return to
Kespur, and I told them that it
will,” he told the crowd. “I also
told them that the people of
Kespur do not want vio¥ence. It
was some criminals who spread
the violence.”

He, however, added that
OppOSltlon parties too “will

B Cadres drive out |
Trinamul men, page 3 |

have to talk about peace”.

He asserted that many
Trinamul supporters had
returned to Kespur, but some
hadn’t “because they can’t face
the people after their crimes”,

He stressed that it was th®
Trinamul that began the
violence in the districts, and
“that is why we lost the
Panskura Lok Sabha seat. But
now you have turned round,
you will not allow violence to
break out. But if Trinamul
goons attack, will you bow
before them?”

The minister for land and
land reforms; Mr Suryakanta
Mishra, scoffed at  Miss
Mamata Banerjee’s “Panskura
line”, saying it had met with an
accident just as the Howrah-
Amritsar Mail did. “It’s
because she neither locks after
the railway, tracks nor the
people of the state.”

Only last week the Trinamul
chief had addressed a party
rally at Hati Phalka near here,
but “hardly any Trinamul
supporter attended it. It means

. the Trinamul train running-on

the Panskura line got stranded
at Hati Phalka. It could not
reach Kespur,” he said amid
loud cheers.

At the Midnapore circuit
house, Mr Bhattacharya told
reporters he had told district
officials to see that peace
returns immediately, adds a
report from Midnapore. He
promised a peaceful Assembly
election in the district. i

Police have been asked to
round up criminals, whichever
party is their political patron,
he told reporters. Erring
officers will be punished.

The chief minister spent an
hour with officials, discussing
the situation in the district.
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Basu harps on
Left unity at
farewell mee

HT Correspondent ‘,{\/f \
Calcutta, October 31

“DON'T WORRY. The Left Front
will be back in power”. Jyoti Basu
has always been a man of few words
and his parting message to his col-
leagues was short and crisp. Today,
Basu presided over his last Cabinet
meeting as Chief

Time and again, Basu tried to
shake off the overhanging grief. “1
am still the Chief Minister and will
come to office tomorrow. If you
want to meet me, you can,” he told
his colleagues to lighten the atmos-
phere somewhat. Then, switching
gears, he reminded the ministers
about the oath-taking ceremony on
November 6.

Minister. “It, is |
because we rém-

Sonia praise

“Now that 1 will
not Qe there, you

ained united that . will have to take
we could rule for fOl" Basu oath again. Make
24 vyears. ‘We , itt a point to
worked together. | CONGRESS  PRESIDENT | attend the swear-
Keep up the good | Sonia Gandhi has sent her| ing-in ceremony.”
work,” ' Basu | “respectful good wishes” to] An uneasy
advised, his min- | Jyoti Basu on the eve of his lay- | silence descended
isters clearly find- | ing down office. Basu’s relin- | in the Cabinet

ing themselves at
a loss to find

words in res-

ponse. said in a message.
Since morning

today, Writers’

Buildings, from

quishing office marked the end
of “an era in the history of your
party and West Bengal”, she has

She recalled his links with the
Nehru-Gandhi family and said
such connections had “tran- }

meeting room. It
was veteran min-
ister and Basu’s
colleague since
1977 Debabrata
Banerjee who got
up to offer his

where Basu’s writ | scended ideological and politi- | regards to the
ran for 24 years, | cal differences. Throughout | Chief Minister.
wore a pensive | your unique career you have | Senior minister
garb, The mes- | raised the level of national] and CPl leader
sage - that the | political dialogue and have set| Nandagopal
Chief Minister | high standards for public action] Bhattacharya

was quitting had
travelled far and

and private discourse.”

turn came next.

HTC, Calcutta | “Since this is a

wide from the -
corridors of  power.  State
Government employees, party lead-
ers, MLAs, reporters and children
swarmed the protected area even as
Basu was in the Cabinet meeting.
Many of thém had come to donate
money to the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund. But the bottomline
was: everyone wanted to have a last
glimpse of Basu in his familiar chair.

Cabinet meeting
it would be fair if we take a resolu-
tion on Basw’s contributions as
Chief Minister,” he pleaded.

It was now time for a photo ses-
sion. The ministers all gathered
around the Chief Minister seated in
his chair. Some women employees
were waiting inside to serve tea to

the ministers. “Come this side,” th
Chief Minister beckoneiii}iem/
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“Politics

CALCUTTA, NOV. 4. Mr. Jyoti Basu,
who has become the first politic-
ian in living memory to lay down
office of Chief Minister of West
Bengal after bringing to an end a
24-year-old innings, appears re-
laxed. With the pressures of office
gone, Mr. Basu, the most visible
face of Indian communism, is all
set to embark upon a new phase of
his career, as the shaper of the pro-
posed third front. In an interview,
Mr. Basu shared with The Hindu’s
Malabika Bhattacharya his expe-
rience in office, his idea of the fu-
ture and his impressions of his
successor. Excerpts from the inter-
view:

The Hindu: Politicians in India
are not known for giving up of-
fice on their own. You are an ex-
ception.

Mr. Jyoti Basu: I never han-
kered for office. I held the office of

' Chief Minister only because my
party wanted me to do so. I tried
to do my job to the best of my
abilities. I think, we have achieved
a lot. There are certain negative
features, too. We must correct
them.

But your decision to quit office
is a rare one.

It’s because of my illness. A year
ago, I told my party to relieve me
of my duties but they thought I
must continue. ! respected my
colleagues’ wishes and carried on.

But, then, you could carry on
despite your poor health condi-

tion.

INTERVIEW

. No. now I feel 1 can't do that

! any longer. I am going to office

only for a short while. As Chief
Minister of a State with eight
crore people, I can’t spend so lit-
tle time in office. I felt I was not
doing justice to the people.

If your party performs badly in
the coming- Assembly election
and wants you back in office,
would you respond to your par-
ty's call?

No, no. We will win the As-
sembly election.

Don’t you think that politic-
ians’ retirement age should be
fixed? In fact, this issue is being
debated in other communist
parties also.

I don’t know about the others.
This issue was discussed in our
party but (smiles), there has been
no unanimity on this. As things
stand now, you are expected to go
on doing things till you die. But,
you cannot go on doing the way

{0 me
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Mr. Jyoti Basu, outgoing West Bengal Chief Minister, signing a memorandum of
understanding entered into between the State Industrial Development Corporation and the
Bengal Port Ltd. at his residence in Calcutta on Saturday. Looking on is
Mr. Somnath Chatterjee, chairman, WIBDC. — Photo: Sushata Patronobish

you did 40 years ago. Anyhow, I
have accepted this position. Till
death, whatever little I can do, 1
will continue to do for the people.
And that can be done as long as
my brain functions.

What does politics mean to
you? .

Politics to me is about people.
We communists say that we have
no other interest but to serve the
people.

Nowadays not everyone in the
CPI(M) keeps that in mind.

Sometimes, of course, we forget
that.

Will you campaign for the As-
sembly election?

If I am well, I can participate in
the election. May be I will need to
hire a helicopter.

You will be a regular at the
party office from now on?

Now that I have retired, I would
be able to go to the party office
more often and help the com-
rades. The party has become
weak in certain areas.

Which are the areas you have
in mind?

Calcutta and North-24 Parga-
nas district. In Calcutta, the com-
rades were badly divided which
was reflected in the party confer-
ence (at Thiruvananthapuram).
The bitterness was over the issue

of participation in a Government
at the Centre. (smiles).

Finally the Basu line tri-
umphed.

(Smiles). I am not saying that,
you are. | said why should there
be bitterness? We were also in a
minority when we put forth the
argument in favour of participa-
tion in a Central Government.

Those who opposed you real-
ised their mistakes.

Yes, of course, they did. We
have changed our party pro-
grammes.

What does it matter now even
if you change your policy?

What can you do? It’s a very dif-
ficult situation now. At that point
in time, an opportunity presented
itself before us. The Congress,
too, was not in a position to with-
draw support from our Govern-
ment. We thought even if we were
in a minority we would be able to
play a much bigger role. We knew
we would not be able to continue
forever but we also knew we could
make certain policy changes.

Now, the issue of participation
is on your agenda but it’s too late
in the day. Isn’t it?

Yes, it’s very difficult to do any-
thing now. Our party congress
resolution is: forge the United
Front. .

THE HINDy
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Do you see any possibility of
such a front emerging in the
near future?

I cannot give you a timetable.
But the task is very difficult. As for
us in Bengal, we have our strength
intact. But we don’t have that in-
fluence in many parts of India.
There we need allies. The old al-
lies have disintegrated.

There are rumblings within
the CPI(M) with many threaten-
ing to quit.

There may be some.

You have been like a banyan
tree all these years. Your depar-
ture may provoke the disgrun-
tled elements within the party to
leave?

Fortunately, I played that role.
But we communists believe that
individuals are not all. The party,
the organisation also play an im-
portant role. My successor is an
experienced man. He would be
able to inspire confidence in oth-
ers.

What are the qualities you saw
in him?

People used to say he is only
interested in culture. That he does
not mix with people. But, that has
all changed in the past year or so.
He is acceptable to the party and [
am sure, he would be acceptable
to the people as well.

i , abgqy\tﬂ people: Jyoti Basu

It seems that the rural Bengal
is not enamoured of your party
anymore. Your comment.

Our strength is intact in rural
Bengal. One by- election in Mid-
napore does not reflect the actual
position. But I always say, there is
no room for complacency.

Have you detected complacen-
cy in the pat'ty leaders and work-
ers?

I will be frank. Our workers in
certain districts have become de-
tached from the people. 1 always
say, go to the people, listen to
their criticisms and if you can’t do
what they are asking for, then tell
them why you can’t. Speak the
truth.

Is there any possibility of a
split in the party?

No, no. It’s the newspapers that
write about it. Why should there
be a split? What wiil they do out-
side the party?

You think the rebels realise
this?

Everyone realises this. Some in-
dividuals may leave. That's all.
There is no chance of a mass exo-
dus.

The younger set of leaders now
at the helm of the party are pop-
ularly known as hardliners. By
contrast, you, at age 87, are fa-
mous for being a modern man.

I think that they are all realistic,
modern and perfectly capable of
analysing a situation properly and
coming to a proper conclusion.

Between 1977 and 2000, a new
generation of voters have come
into existence whose sympathies
are not with the Left.

The young generation does not
know about our sufferings, our
struggles. That’s why I always say
that the party has to educate the
young people to understand the
problem. Somehow, this exercise
has stopped for the past three
years. I am being frank. This is not
only true of the Bengal party but
also for the other States as well.

This is the quality your leaders
lack. They are rarely frank.

If you believe that people make
history then you must be frank
with them.

Some say that people want a
change in Bengal.

Yes. Change is necessary. But
that change can be brought about
only by a stronger Left Front, not
by any other party.

What is your family’s reaction
to your retirement ?

I told my granddaughter, Doel,
that I have retired. She clapped in
joy and said: ““very good.” I told
her : “You are the only one
appreciated my decision.”
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“Subdued Sur) eet call
EC Vetdlct unr e allS

/
TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE é v

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30 — The
-usually cheerfui aud néver-say-
die CP1-M general secretary
had lost his quick smile.

A little earlier, the Election
Commission hdd derecognised

the CPI-M as a national party..
While terming the verdict as
unrealistic, Mr Harkishan

-Singh Sur)eet was candid
enough to say that the EC move

would affect his party’s prestige. .

“What can I say about the
Election Commission decision
when the panel itself had
admitted that.there was some
logic in our subinission,” a sub-
dued Mr Surjeet 'toid The
Statesman. He, however, had a
lot to say about the EC’s norms.

“The decision was based: on
the rules framed way back in
1968. They have not been
‘updated according to the
changed political realities. As
per these rules, a party has to
- get 6 per cent votés in at least
four states to be a national
party. On that ground, the EC
derecognised the CPI-M, even
though we are the third largest
party in the present Lok Sabha,
besides heading three state
governments. We also have rep-
resentations in 12 state
Assemblies and have millions of
members-in our party and mass
organisations,” he said.

Mr Surjeet pointed out that
small parties like Mr Sharad
Pawar’s Nationalist Congress
Party could remain as’national
parnes as they contest in small

-states where onl a few thousan(9
votes are needed to qualify for
the EC norms. So the EC move is
unreglistic, he said. The verdict,
the CPI-M leader was sure,
would not convince the people.

The party, he rued, would suf-
fer. “It can affect the prestige of
the party. Because now people
can say we are only a regional
party,” Mr Surjeet said.

Would the, CPI-M contest the

~ decision in a court of law? “I

think we should wait for the EC

Mr HKS Surjeet

P e———

to see the merits in our plea
and feel the need to update its
laws, he said. The CPL-M polit
buro has issued a statement
urging the EC to make a iealis-
tic review of ifs rules.

Mr Surjeet said the CPI-M, in
the wake of the Congress’s
decline, had emerged as the ral-
lying point of the secular and
progresswe forces to fight the
BJP’s communal policies and
the NDA government’s anti-poer
programmes” S(’J ﬁm EG 1o

would send a wrong blgnal

- will please only the money—force

in the country”. However, the
CPI, the only LF partner with
national patty status, has not
made any comments.

Kerala |

CPI-M leaders in Kerala have
condemned the EC’s decigion as
“unjust” and “anti-democtratic”.
Mr VS Achuthanandan; CPI-M
politburo member and copvenor
of the ruling Left Demeocratic
Front, has said that the décision.
showed the anti-democratic face
of the BJP. The CPi-M is the
biggest party in the country
after the BJP and Congress and
to véduce it 10 a vegional party
is unjust. The.people would .
reject this decision with the

contempt it deserves, he said.

Another politburo member,
Mr SR Ramachanadran P111a1
urged the Commission to
amend its “outdated” rules to
make them rational.

T.ripur.a -

The CPI1-M state secrevary. ;
My Baidyanath Mazumder.

. termed the poil panelfs decision

as “most unfortunate”. ,

He felt the party should chart |
its next course of action at the |
CPI-M central committee megt-
ing. Chief minister Mr Mamk

_Sarkar has left for New D
‘ihwﬂb;cm’thef’pohtb_
,,mgbbmarrow' S

t-




\ o status,;
By Our Special Corresponden

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 30. The Electio
Commission today derecognise
CPI(M) as a national party but
kept alive its registration as a
State party in Kerala, Tripura and
West Bengal. The Commission or-
dered that the symbol of “ham-
mer, sickle and star” shall be
reserved for the party’s exclusive
use in the three States.

Coming at a time when only a
few months are left for the As-
sembly elections in five States, the
E.C. order stripping the CPI(M) of
its recognition as a national party
has delivered a blow to the party.

Referring to the CPI(M) plea
that it was a political party with a
long-standing record and the
symbols order should not apply in
such a manner, the poll panel
said, “The Commission sees some
force in the submission that a
party recognised as a national
party should have a reasonable
presence in Parliament.

“The Commission does realise
that the CPI(M) is the third largest
party, in terms of its strength in
both the Houses of Parliament,
and also that it is heading three
State Governments and has its
representation in the legislative
Assemblies of 12 States.”

Reacting to the EC order, the
CPI(M) Polit Bureau urged the
Commission to revise the Election
Symbols Order without delay so
that the actual strength of a party
as reflected in Parliament and at
the all-India level is properly rec-
ognised. It described the EC order
as “unfortunate”.

EC rules defective —/Pa}&
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| /S AIFUDDIN: Left learnt no lesso

1

/ Saifuddin to float new”

L4

~ MANASH GHOSH

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Oct. 3.
Unfazed by yesterday’s central
committee decision to remove
his name from the primary
membership of the CPI-M, Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury today
announced that he would float
a new party with like-minded
reform-oriented members of

- the CPI-M before the year was

out. The new party would be
part of the emerging third force
comprising Left, democratic
and secular parties of the state,
he told The Statesman.

The central committee’s deci-
sion, though “not unexpected”
was “untimely and undesir-
able” in view of the devastating
floods in West Bengal, Mr
Chowdhury said. He “thanked”
the leadership all the same for
parting company in a “civilised
manner”. The decision ended
his primary membership after
three long decades in the party.

With no trace of bitterness or
rancour, he said, “I had asked
the party that our separation
despite our ideological and

party by ye

embitter our relations. Usuaﬁ\y
expulsion or resignation from a
Marxist party creates such bit-
terness that the image of the
Left suffers a lot.

" Saifuddin: unfazed

“I did not want this to hap-
pen. I wanted to introduce a
new culture among the Left
parties so that even after sepa-
ration, relations are not embit-
tered by differences in ideologi-
cal approach. I hate the
exchange of abuses. .

“I hope the CPI- M will be
able to maintain this spirit in

©

of the floods, is so bad that
am in no position to engage the
CPI—M leadership in any
debate. When people are suf-
fering from flood devastations,
providing: them relief is of
paramount importance. Not
debates or political discussions.
It will be highly improper to do
that.”

But Mr Chowdhury was
thankful to the leadership for
“helping” him and other like-
minded party comrades to take
the next logical political steps
by “precipitating matters”.
Even before the party plenum
could start in Thiruvan-
anthapuram, the CPI—-M lead-
ership “by its ill— timed deci-
sion has pushed us out and
given momentum to the things
we want to say and do”. “Of
course our political direction is
towards forming an alternative
which will be more democratic
and a better Let front. It will
be non-sectarian,accountable
and responsive to the needs of
all sections of people”.

Mr Chowdhury said the new
party’s policies and pro-

other difference_s should be

1

Anvn tem ~ e

(Cdntinued from pagel) [)r;,%

0
meet the developing needs of the state.Al‘ ey
would not be aimed against any particular palty
or leader, but would fight sectarianism of ev
kind. “The new party will not try to break any
of the existing political outfits, ruling or in
the Opposition. People will be free to join
our party believing in democracy, development
and secularism. We will specially welcome those
who want to free development from sectarian
politics.

“We are not in for competition to grab people
with muscle power or deceit. We will try to avoid
mistakes which have made even the most nega-
tive forces get closer to people. We will talk to
various political parties including the Congress.
There is no harm in that since Comrade Surjeet
also talks to Sonia Gandhi and Arjun Singh”.

Mr Chowdhury said Miss Mamata Banerjee
could be spoken to provided she distanced her-
self from the BJP, which was a near impossibili-
ty. “Let Mamata do it first, but I don’t see any
prospect of that. Mr Vajpayee himself visits her
‘residence when he is in Calcutta. Mamata is in

future. But the timing of the

grammes would be oriented to

- . ~

emotional debt to Vajpayee. She remains a cap-
tive in her admiration for Mr Vajpayee’s persua-
sive power,” he said. .

The reformist Marxist leader said the positive
ideals of great leaders and thinkers from Marx,
Lenin, Voltaire, George Washington to Mahatma
Gandhi would form the cornerstone of the new
party. “But we will certainly discard those prin-
ciples and ideals as irrelevant and obsolete
which say that power even in successful democ-
racies should be captured through force and vio-
lence. “These utopian ideals will find no place in
our party as we are against all kinds of force and
violence. We will also discard dictatorship and
authoritarianism of all kind. Overcentralisation
of organisation and power will also have no
place. Sadly enough, the Indian Marxists drew
no lesson from failed reformist movements that
communist leaders like Dubcek in
Czechoslovakia and those in Hungary launched
in the mid-sixties,” he said.

Mr Chowdhury said the proposed changes to be
brought about in the CPI—M party programme
at Thiruvananthapuram would not amount to

M

much as these attempts would be half—heW
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VULGAR VENDETTA |
f¥eJealousy forces Saifuddin out of Eﬂl\& \

HERE is nothing surprising in the CPI-M central contmit-

tee’s decision to remove Saifuddin Choudhury’s name fro
the primary membership of the party. That the committe
took so long over it was a surprise since hardliners from
Prakash Karat and Sitaram Yechury to their cronies in West
Bengal, including Anil Biswas and Biman Bose, have been
baying for his blood. Although Saifuddin had genuine differ-
. ences of perception on political issues, there is no doubt that
petty personal jealousies played a major part in his ouster.
That someone who at the age of 26 was the youngest parlia-
mentarian and was destined to rise to positions of respect and |
authority in the party has now been removed in a vile and |
conspiratorial manner speaks volumes for the depths to which
the new generation of party leaders has fallen. Ironically,
most of these leaders pride themselves in being true practi-
tioners of Marxism-Leninism. Saifuddin’s crime was that
being an honest, capable and articulate parliamentarian, he
was much sought after not only by the media but by two
Congress Prime Ministers — Rajiv Gandhi and PV Narasimha
Rao. He formed part of several Indian delegations including |
one on Kashmir. All this besides his induction into the party’s
central committee and elevation to deputy leader of the House
caused tremendous heart-burning. Canards were spread about
Saifuddin getting favours from Congress. In 1993 when he
proposed that instead of toppling the Narasimha Rao
Government with BJP support, the party should resist the rise
of the Sangh Parivar with help from the Congress, his rivals
started planning his exclusion from the central committee and
denial of a nomination in the 1996 Lok Sabha election.

The most distressing aspect is the chicanery. Not even the
tallest of leaders, Jyoti Basu, did anything to counter this
despite knowing that what was being done to Saifuddin was
immoral and unjust. Basu pleaded guilty; he did not stand up
to the machinations. More disgusting is the coterie’s double !
standard. While Saifuddin was punished for violating party
discipline in talking to the “bourgeois” press, other pro-democ-
racy leaders like Subhas Chakraborty and Samir Putatunda
who have said harsher things about the party and the Left
Front Government have been let off with a reprimand. The
coterie’s strategy is to drive a wedge between Subhas and
Samir, on the one hand, and Saifuddin on the other. In their
perception, any harsh action against the first two might sig-
nificantly erode the party base among the youth in south
Bengal. This is a dangerous miscalculation. The ruling geterie
do;;{fot realise Saifuddin’s potential or that the

Sublias, Saifuddin and Samir — are inseparable,



ABidyut ‘suicide’

puts party
in a EB( 3X ’

\
HT Corregpondent U() 3
Calcutta, May 5
d -t
CHIEF MINISTER Jyoti Basuj
told reporfers today that forme:a
commerce and industry ministe
Bidyut Ganguly, who died off
severe burn injuries, had commit-
ted suicide. He said that the Stat
Government had received the}
post-mortem report that revealedy
Ganguly had set himself on fire.
Basu’s statement, four days after .
Ganguly’s death, has come as a
shot in the arm for a section of
party members who had main-
tained that the minister had taken
his life since he was unable to cope
with the pressures of life.
The announcement has, howev-
er, left another section disgruntled.

/%:hcy say there is no reason to
clieve in the suicide theory since

the police did not record Gan, dguly s
statement and no one hear
scream in  pain. The State
Government had already sought
forensic report in connection with
Ganguly’s death.

Basu’s statement — a month
before the State-wide municipal
polls — has put the CPI(M) in a
fix. Senior party leaders, including
State secretary Anil Biswas, met
during the day, presumably, to dis-
cuss the impact of Basu’s state-
ment on the disgruntled district
party members.

Since Ganguly's death, dissident
members of the party’s local com-
mittee in Bhatpara in North 24-
Parganas had claimed that
the inability of senior leaders
to sympathise with Ganguly's view
of streamlining the functioning
of the party along democratic
lines drove him to commit suicide.

Senior party leaders, who
not happy with Ganguly’s hobai
bing with Subhas Chakrabarty a#d
Gautam Deb — the two dissident
ministers in the party — have often
complained that the former chair-
man of Bhatpara Municipality was
a source of continuous embarrass-
ment to the party because of his
flamboyant lifestyle.

“His was a case of deviation from
the morals which makes a commu-
nist and so there is enough reasons
why the party should not sympa-
thise with an errant member,” satd
Amitava Basu, a CPI(M) heayg
weight in the North 24-Parg
district. :

Another report on
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WEST BENGL Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu returned _Calcutta a gaglsfled man
today. The Plaing Commission agreed
to raise the St¥'s annual plan for 2000-
2001 from Rs 46 crore to Rs 6343 crore,
a 40 per cent ifase over last.ygar‘s Plan
size. Besides ththe Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayagreed to mest 75 per
cent of the totatlay for the anti-erosion
schemes for tBtate and sanctioned a
Central assistdof Rs 30 crore for the

ose. . ’
p‘ﬁter a day Otic consultations at the
Prime Ministeiffice and the Planning

* Commission, st Bengal Finance

gets Del

\

rcl

Id reporters
that it was agreed that the State
Government would be \given normal
Central plan assistance of Rs 986 crore
which constitutes 22 per caént of the Plan
S1Ze.

The Chief Minister, who came prepared
for a meeting with the Prime Minister with
a wish-list of eight main issues, including
one or two of national importance, said
the Prime Minister agreed to consider his
request that the Centre lower the hike in
PDS items by 50 per cent for below pover-
ty line (BPL) families and by 25 per cent
for those in the lower strata among the
above poverty line (APL). The reduction
would call for only 0.3 per cent of the
entire Union Budget.

™E HINDUSTAN THE:
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Emerging after his hour-long meeting
with Mr Vajpayee, Mr Basu said the Prime
Minister also assured he would look into
the reported threat by the British Airways
to withdraw its flights from Calcutta.

Further discussion with the Finange
Minister is on the anvil over the State's
suggestion that instead of resorting to
indiscriminate disinvestment of PSUs,
they should be evaluated on a case-to-cas
basis. :

Similarly, on the complaint about the
overcentralisation of the Prime Minister's
Rozgar Yogana, Mr Vajpayee reportedly
assured that “some middle path"
would be adopted. A meeting of State
Finance Ministers is also on the cards on
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CPM Wammg to Subhas

AN

CALCUTTA, Aug. 12. — The CPI-M hakarned
Mr Subhas Chakraborty for his recent controver-
sial comments. A secret CPI-M state committee
note, without naming the transport minister,
minces no words in criticising him.,

Interestingly, the CPI-M top brass has chosen
to concentrate its attack on Mr Chakraborty,
largely sparing his liberal supporters.

The document was tabled at the recently con-
cluded three-day party state committee meeting,
where some senior leaders too lashed out at Mr
Chakraborty. That had prompted the transport
minister to say he would leave the party if his
seniors wanted him to.

The senior leaders’ note read: How could a
Cabinet minister and party state committee
member (Mr Chakraborty) allege that the Left
Front hadn’t done anything for unorganised sec-
tor workers? This matter could have been raised

SUMIT SEN
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

f

at a party fora or at the ministry level. Instead,
it was made public, giving the enemies of the
front a weapon to wield against the government.

Earlier, when Mr Chakraborty had issued a
statement on the matter it had taken Mr Jyoti
Basu’s intervention to stop the war of words
between the transport minister and his rivals.

In the note, CPI-M leaders say “senior com-
rades”, owing to their position in the state
administration, had to share a dais with Central
ministers. But while doing so, why should some-
one (Mr Chakraborty) openly praise a Central
minister (Miss Mamata Banerjee). His support
to a person responsible for the killings of party-
men, turning election into a mockery and abus-
ing respected party leaders had given rise to
unwanted questions among partymen.

The note said some leaders had made a habit of
speaking against party decisions. Some people
had been sympathetic towards those who fought
the civic polls (e.g. Mr Sujit Bose) with Trinamul
help after being expelled from the party.




Party respondsw

to Basu

OUR BUREAUa/Q (} \

Calcutta, Aug. 18: Bengal is mov-
ing to the threshold of a dramatic,
but inevitable, political change
with the CPM indicating that in
the coming weeks it might take up
Jyoti Basu on his offer to retire.

“He (Basu) has been pressur-
ing us to relieve him for quite
some time. We are not as inhuman
as not to respond tb him,” state
CPM secretary Anil Biswas said.

Basu himself appeared to be
leaving the formal announcement
about his retirement to the party
and refused to make a commit-
ment. He told The Telegraph:
“We communists cannot take a de-
cision on our own till the party
permits us.”

The 86-year-old chief minister,
who has repeatedly expressed his
desire to step down over the past
couple of years, said he had not
been keeping well, particularly
since the incident in Delhi last
month when he fell ill during a
party meeting. “I have informed
the party about this and now it is

up to the party to take a decision,” -

he added.

Cr\

As for hlmself he remalns
true-red communist. “I will not re-
tire now. I will continue in office
till I die.”

A special meeting of the CPM
politburo is likely to be convened
to discuss his retirement. Going
by indications, Basu may retire
well before the. Assembly polls ex-
pected- next ‘April. But neither
Basu nor the party is ready to

"natne a date.

Asked if he would consider re-
tiring in September-October if
the party gave the go-ahead, Basu
said: “Then, I will have to think
about it.”

Politburo members in Delhi
denied knowledge of a deadline,
but were reconciled to impending
retirement. “I am not aware of
any specific date that has been
set,” Prakash Karat said.

Implicit in the denial is accept-
ance of the fact that the politburo
is looking at life without Basu.
“There is no debate over whether
he will retire or not. The question
isthe timing,” said a leader.

In the likely event of Basu’s
laying down office, his under-
study, Buddhadev Bhattacharya,

qult call

w be sworn in as chief minister
with a reconstituted Cabinet.

On Wednesday, in course of a
nearly 40-minute meeting, Basu
asked Biswas to clear the way for
his stepdown. He said his physi-
cians had been advising rest.

Basu, it is learnt, also argued
that Bhattacharya and the people
must be given a few months’ time
to know each other. “He (Bhat-
tacharya) has matured in the past
several months. Why don’t you
have him as the chief minister?”
Basu told Biswas.

In an intriguing twist to the
succession saga, the chief minis-
ter also suggested that the party
might even try out Somnath Chat-
terjee. Asked in Delhi if the chief
minister might retire before the
Assembly polls, Chatterjee said:
“If he insists.”

But another section feels it is
important for Basu to remain at
the helm till the Assembly polls.
“If necessary, Basu can function
from his Salt Lake residence. Se-
nior ministers, like Bhattacharya,
Asim Dasgupta and Suryakanta

#Wlishra, and officials can go to Sait
Lake,” a senior leader said.

v




Basu wants
rebels driven

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

out of party

cm‘\"\ (A A
DA St v

CALCUTTA, Aug. 19. — Mr Jyoti Basu today warned CPAM
leaders that members who don’t abide by the party’s majority
decision, will be driven out of the party.

Mr Basu told the party leadership first to try to change leaders
who defy party policies adopted through democratic centralism. If
they are not amenable to change, then they should be driven out,
he said. .

“We don’t need such leaders and men in our party. They can’t be
allowed to mislead the people by remaining in the party and prop-
agating things the party condemn,” Mr Basu said while speaking
at a meeting to condole the death of the CPI-M’s Calcutta district
committee secretary, Naren Sen.

‘Mr Basu made no bones about the fact that he was targeting
“pro-democracy” leaders in his party. He said sarcastically: “I
often find in the media that we have some pro-democracy leaders:
Who are they ? Is there any party in the country that is more
democratic than ours ? Which party, except ours, holds organisa-
tional elections regularly from the top to the bottom?”

Mr Basu launched into a tirade against defiance of the party’s
majority decision with Mr Subhash Chakraborty, looking on
silently from the audience’s front row.

Twice, Mr Basu reminded partymen, he had been in the minori-
ty but abided by the majority decision. “Ours is not a club, but a
party wedded to an ideology and working for the people. When I
differ from the majority, my opinion may be right, but history will
prove it. I cannot violate party discipline,” he said.

~ Organisational unity, especially in the feud-ridden Calcutta dis-
trict committee, was the common refrain in the speeches of Mr Anil
Biswas, CPI-M state secretary; Mr Raghunath Kushari, the new
CDC secretary; and Mr Sailen Dasgupta, Left Front chairman.

Recalling Naren Ser’s “ideal Communistic behaviour”, Mr
Biswas said: “A true Communist will not try to project himself as

a leader apd claim such an honour for himself because of his

organisational abilities”.

Sen was known for his simplicity. .

Mr Basu asked CPI-M leaders and members to work closely with
the masses and strengthen their ties with them. The bond had
become “loose over the years”, he said.

Mr Basu also emphasised on the need for greater unity among
Left Front constituents.

He made a scathing attack on a section of the Press for their
“slanderous campaign” against the Left Front. But he also cau-
tioned partymen against attacking journalists. - ‘

“The Anandabazar Patrika wrote the other day that I was angry
with Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet at our party’s state committee
meeting. The truth is that before I spoke, Surjeet had already left
for Delhi. The reporter who wrote the false report, will certainly
get a promotion. The Statesman even wrote I had left the Raj
Bhavan in a huff immediately after some. freedom fighters made
certain demands of me at a programme on 15 August. The fact is
that I myself found out where the Governor was and took leave of
him as I had prior engagements. There was no need for concocting
that piece of information, yet it was done,” Mr Basu said. ’

Mr Basu criticised Miss Mamata Banerjee and Mr Ajit Panja for
defending the visit of two American consulate officials to Nanoor.,
“Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, who was once foreign minister, and
the present foreign secretary could understand it was a clear
interference with the country’s internal affairs, but not these two

ministers,” he added.
\
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Buddha will succeed Basu, says Anil

L :
HT Correspondent (}} Q/Q \j\)ﬁ t(\f A

Calcutta, August 21

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
will suc Jyoti Basu after the ailing Chief Minister

politburo meeting, Biswas said. “He will continue as
Chief Minister as long as he chooses to. But if he wishes
to step down on health grounds, we will relieve him,”
Biswas said.

By naming Bhattacharjee as the man in line for the
Chief Minister’s post, Biswas has put an end to the after-
Basu-who speculation.

“When Bhattacharjee has been appointed Deputy
Chief Minister, the choice is clear. He would be the next
Chief Minister.” The State secretary made it clear that
there was no difference of opinion in the party on the
matter.

The State committee has aiready reduced Basu’s bur-
den somewhat by cutting down on some of his adminis-
trative responsibilities.

Apart from creating the berth of Deputy Chief
Minister, the State has also set up a three-member sub-
committee to monitor the day-to-day progress of
Government work, especially linked to commerce and
industry, infrastructure and decentralization of power.

This team includes Bhattacharjee, Finance Minister
Asim Dasgupta and Panchayat Minister Suryakanta
Mishra,

That apart a separate Cabinet sub-committee monitors
commerce and industry. Basu often meets members of
these committees.

Bhattacharjee has been assigned to look after the home
(police) department in addition to his responsibilities as
Information and Cultural Affairs Minister.

Taking the cue from Basu who has called for purging
undesirable elements from the CPI(M), Biswas said the
party had expelled as many as 10,000 such elements.

Without taking names, he cautioned the liberals for tak-
ing too many liberties and flouting discipline. “The party |
is not united as before and we are taking care to rectify
this. But those who defy party directives would end up
being expelled,” Biswas said.
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CALCU' TTA, Seph. 8. —
Mr Saifi 34din Chowdhu-
ry today - gaid the CPI-M
leadersl 1p’s dheompro-
mising 1refusal to reori-
ent part ¢ rogrammes to
suit the times was dri-
ving it ¥ ywards an inevi-
table spl
. 4 N odT:etl?u estionable meth-
[ ifuddin Choudiury € CPM had adopt-

Mr Saifuddin ed by “s electing and not
electing” delegates for the'Thmlvananthapuram
plenum — planned to discuss; and adopt the
revised programme — had mads, the entire exer-
cise pointless, Mr Chowdhury sa;q

The pro-democracy leader in the party felt the
plenum exercise was an eyewagh _ it wouldn’t
address any of the issues that his colleagues or
he had raised in the party. Pro.democracy lead-
ers were being systematically opt out of the ple-
' num so the revised programme could have a safe

ewash: Saifuddin

W B o
passage and no sérious dss&ssion was hald/on

issues that would embarrass the leadership.

“The presence of a few leaders who share our
thinking and concern at the plenum would not
make any material difference to the outcome of
the conference as they would be sidelined,”
Mr Chowdhury said.

At a seminar on ‘Non-violence, secularism and
democracy as a pre-condition to development’ in
the city today, Mr Chowdhury said a lot remained
to be achieved on the development front in the
state. He said nopn-violence was the only way to
keep the democratic fabric alive in the state.

He said a particular party is promoeting commu-
nalism in the state by encouraging a Hindu-
Muslim divide. According to Mr Chowdhury, the
attempt to impose Article 356 in West Bengal
threatened peace and democracy in the state.

Mr Sompath Chatterjee attacked media for
their allegedly biased attitude towards a p.
cular political party which he claimed

this party, he said, were aimed at
opment in the state. )
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CPM halted Basv’s

15 Se

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Wé\i\

CALCUTTA, Sept. 2. — Mr
Jyoti Basu today said he had
set his mind on quitting on 15
September, but had been dis-
suaded by senior comrades who
requested him to hang on till
the retirement was okayed by
the CPI-M’s top state and cen-
tral bodies.

“I had made up my mind to
retire on 15 September,” the
chief minister told rediff.com.
“But the central leadership
asked me to continue till both
the politburo and the state com-
mittee approved my wishes.

“Moreover, our general secre-
tary, Mr Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet, is currently in China,” Mr
Basu said. “The party’s highest
policy decision-making body
will sit together to discuss my
retirement wishes only after he
returns.” He, however, said the
issue was not discussed in the
CPI-M state secretariat meet-
ing today.

The chief minister said age-
related problems were making

6R-7

t quit

Mr Jyoti Basu

it increasingly difficult for him
to bear the burden of the de-
manding schedule of the chief
minister’s secretariat.

“I am not keeping well for the
past few years. I have been in
active politics for over 60 years
and have headed the West
Bengal government for 24
years at a stretch. At 87, you
can well understand the kind
of mental and physical strain I
am exposed to. That is why I

Mmove

had asked my party leadership
to relieve me from the chief
minister’s responsibilities.”

Mr Basu did not think his de-
parture would split the LF.
“Ours is not a bourgeois party.
We believe in the democratic
process. We have always en-
deavoured hard for the uplift of
the working class. A true com-
mypist will never hanker for
pdwer. And especially when
everybody including our Front
partners have unanimously
chosen Buddha as my heir
apparent, I don’t foresee any
factional feuds likely to plague
our party. Buddha has been do-
ing a stupendous job as both
home minister and deputy CM.
I'm convinced he will be an eq-
ually successful chief minister.”

Mr Basu blamed Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee for creating a
law and order problem in “oth-
erwise peaceful West Bengal”.

“In Kespur, she made inflam-
matory and provocative speeches
there ... I pity her (Mamata). Her
armed supporters drove our
cadres out of their homes.”




' CPI-M rebel
—alls for
alliance with

Trinamul

\
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USTHI (South-24 Parga{%)),

Sept. 2. — Rebel CPI-M leader,

Mr Samir Putatunda, plans to

launch a movement along

with, if possible, the Congress
and the Trinamul Congress.
"We're readying for a new
. type of movement and we're
even open to the Trinamul and
the Congress joining it," said
the secretary of the CPI-M's
South 24-Parganas unit. The
movement will see some new
faces, he said.

Mr Putatunda, who belongs
to the party's liberal camp,
urged people to have leaders of
Mr Subhas Chakraborty's
stature in every locality.

He spoke against the state's
law and order situation at a
party meeting here today.
"Everyday when I wake up, I
consider myself lucky not to
have been killed."

Violence can't be stopped by
counter-violence, he said. It's
only through uniting people
irrespective of their political
loyalties that it can be checked.

Mr Putatunda warned that
violence is on the rise in some
parts of South 24-Parganas.
"We've to see that the district
doesn't become another
Kespur." He said a new envi-
ronment has to be created so
that everyone can freely
express his opinion. He wel-
comed discussions on Mr Jyoti
Basu’s success and failures,
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NEW DELHI, July 28. — Mr
Jyoti Basu was today admitted
to hospital after he complained
of dizziness at the CPI-M cen-
tral committee meeting.
Doctors said his heart rate was
very low, but his condition was
said to be stable when this
report went to press.

The chief minister
to Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital after he felt ill, arou-
nd 11 a.m. He suffered a sec-
ond fit of dizziness at the hospi-
tal, when he got up to use the
toilet. Within minutes, he was
admitted to the cardiac care
unit, where doctors diagnosed
his condition as Bradycardia.

His aides were apparently not

happy with the hospital’s
arrangements, so that the vet-
eran Marxist leader was shift-
ed to All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences around 3:30
p.m.
His heart rate was below nor-
mal, which doctors say is wor-
rying at his age. The chief min-
ister is 87.

By 3.30 p.m, Mr Basu was
admitted to AIIMS. (A late
night UNI report said he was
shifted to the hospital’s private
ward after being kept under
observation in the coronary
care unit for six hours.)

An RML staffer who attended
on the chief minister said: “The
people with him did not seem
satisfied with the facilities here
though we had the best cardiol-
ogists attending on him.”

A senior doctor of SSKM hos-
pital, who was in constant
touch with doctors attending on
Mr Basu here, said in Calcutta
that his condition is “stable”.
He has eaten fish and rice.

Eminent cardiologist Dr Mani
Chhetri and the chief minis-
ter’s son have flown to Delhi
from Calcutta, while his family

i physician, Dr AK Maiti, flew in

from Mumbai.
Admitting that the illness
was quite serious, a cardiolo-

AL

Basu adnn\'(ted to AIIMS -

Mr Jyoti Basu at New Delhi's Ram Manchar Lohia Hospital on Friday, hefore he was shifted to AIMS. — The Statesman

gist told The Statesman:
“One can only wait and watch.
Nothing can be determined.
His age is a vital factor.” He,
however, added that there
were people “who live normal
lives with a heart rate as low
as 50",

At RML hospital this morn-

Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
told The Statesman this
evening that all medical tests
carried out on Mr Basu at
AIIMS were “normal”.

Mr Surjeet said the CPI-M
central committee meeting
would continue as scheduled
tomorrow and the day after.

ing, party Today, too,
members spec- | @ Jliness may strengthen Basu’s | the com-
ulated that Mr ti t pl mittee con-
Basu could be retirement ples, page 4 tinued its
suffering a discus-

relapse of Irritable Bowel
Syndrome. “He had no sleep
last night and he has been on
the move continuously for three
days,” a close aide said.

Details of medicines which Mr
Basu has been consuming over
the past few weeks, including
those to treat acidity, were
hastily procured and handed
over to the attending doctors.

The CPI-M general secretary,

sions after a few hours’ break.

Mr Basu arrived in the capi-
tal on 26 July for his party's
politburo and central commit-
tee meetings.

He was recently in England
for his grand-daughter’s wed-
ding.

The UK trip followed his trip
to Israel, where he was the
first Indian Communist leader
to go on an official visit.

The chief minister has
expressed his desire to retire
several times in the recent
past, citing ill health and age.
But he left the decision to his
party, which would not spare
him.

CPI-M bigwigs are apparently
unwilling to face the next
Assembly election without Mr
Basu at the helm, though the
party’s state secretary, Mr Anil
Biswas, announced some time
ago that chief minister would
not contest the next Assembly
election.

Mr Basu did not campaign in
the recent civic elections in
Calcutta and Salt Lake. That
his party did not perform as
well as it expected, making way
for major inroads by the
Trinamul Congress, was attrib-
uted by some to Mr Basu’s stay-
ing away from the campaign-
ing.
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CALCUTTA, June 15. — Mr Jyoti Basu is
learnt to be unhappy with both Mr Subhas
Chakraborty and Alimuddin Street for the
direction their spat is taking. He said this
to a prominent CPI-M liberal who called on
“him at home yesterday.
" The liberals got together behind closed
doors last evening to profess support to the
transport minister. Mr Chakraborty him-
self and at least four other key CPI-M men
were present.
Mr Gautam Deb, state housing minister,
and known to be a close Subhas man, com-
plained to Mr Basu about the way Mr

\ \e\rg

minister’s habit of repeatedly making con-
troversial statements, as well as over the
manner the state CPI-M was going about
dealing with the problem.

Mr Chakraborty had apparently come
close to quitting the ministry on Tuesday
— the day Mr Anil Biswas asked him to
leave if he did not think the Left Front was

B Editorial: Terminally sick, page(?i

with the poor. The transport minister had
got in touch with senior state party leaders.
that evening, and told them he was putting
in his papers. He had been, however, per-
suaded to hang on,

Yesterday, Mr Gautam Deb, Mr Tarit

upset Basu

with the transport minister and expressed
solidarity with him. A host of other party
leaders were also present. They all told
him not to step down on his own.

Some leaders of the liberal camp today
said if the leadership really felt Mr
Chakraborty should go, Alimuddin Street
must follow known communist party
norms, and tell him that directly. There
was no justification for indirectly advising
him to step down, they argued.

Mr Samir Putatunda today said: “There
has been a deliberate attempt: from certain
quarters to malign Mr Chakraborty. This
will only affect the Left movement in the
state.”

_Insiders said the Subhas imbroglio has

Chakraborty was being “cornered” in the
party. The chi~e -~
expressed d: "’
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CUTTA, June 1.5 — The
%ﬁkamul Congress today rid-
iculed the Congress I egisiature
Party’s move to get M r Subrata
Mukherjee disqualified as an

N{‘%e attempt is 2 qelayed tac-
tic to stop the Trinamul from
becoming an alterMative to the
- Left Front,” said a Trinamul
T.
1e'%%2 CLP yesterdy submitted
a petition to the 3peaker, Mr
HA Halim, seekils Mr Mukh-
erjee’s disqualifiation under
the Anti-Defectio. Act for con-
testing the CMGCpolls as the
Trinamul’s mayoX nominee.
Mr Mukherjedjimself felt
amused at the nite which, l}‘e
said, was too later the day. “I
was disgusted Wa the Cong-
ress. 1 joined the inamul and
became its actl chairman
several months 8 There was
no secrecy about, Yet, the
Congress did I take any
action then. If lacked the
courage to act agst me, it is
not my problem,”said. _
Meanwhile, tPCC vice
president, said 5 Mamata
Banerjee’s decisita nroiect
Mr Mukherjee 2

Topdax:, lIyIP, IYR' Samir Putatunde

sib g oo 3

rinamul

AL

Candidate\prevented
from campaigning

CALCUTTA, June 15. —
Trinamul workers of Kankur
gachhi today allegedly pre-
vented Ms Archana Datta, a
BJP women’s wing leader
who is contesting from Ward
32 as an Independent candi-
date in the CMC polls, from
campaigning this afternoon.

Ms Datta, who was conduct-
ing a door-to-door campaign
at the CIT’s Bustee Rehabi-
litation Scheme-X at Kanku-
rgachhi, was allegedly al:au-
sed for her role in sabotaging
the prospect of the official
Trinamul candidate, Ms
Manju De. She later lodged a
complaint with the Manik-
tala police. — SNS

mayoral nominee showed the
“hypocrisy of her so-called
value-based politics.”

“When Mr Sudip Bandopa-
dhyay or Mr Suniti Chattoraj
contested as the Trinamul’s
Lok Sabha candidates, they
had resigned from the Cong-
ress. But Mr Mukherjee’s

se= af nalitiral

raps MOVeE to-r

“ubrata disqualitied,,

lershipin a
Eatl

X q\)"f
?t—hics,” Mr Saugata Roy said.

But Mr Mukherjee said it
does not behove the Congress
MLAs, who sought his disquali-
fication, to talk aboat “value-
based politics”. “I an going to
write to the Speaktr, urging
him to disqualiy those
Congress MLAs wh¢ voted for
the Trinamul’s Raya Sabha
nominee and not tieir party
candidate,” he said.

He explained thatie had not
resigned as an VLA yet
because he did not ant to con-
test a by-poll. “By-glls held by
the ruling party ara mockery
of democracy. All psible elec-
toral malpractices ‘e resorted
to for defeating a val candi-
date. I thus decideto face the
electorate of my cobituency in
a general election,” said.

Mr Mukherjee eged that
the CLP had, by itction, only
betrayed its “viictiveness
and fear.” “It i'indictive
because it tried top me from 1+
contesting. Alsthe party
fears that I mae elected
mayor,” he added

Mr Roy said wonly a few
months left for term of the
present Assembl be over, it
is doubtful wher Mr Mu-
kheriee could be ualified,

/4

STATESMARN

10 Juamp



Subhas 1rks

gs‘ﬂ M

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, June 13. — Mr Anil Biswas today
suggested Mr Subhas Chakraborty quit his post
as minister if he really thought the LF govern-
ment had done nothing for the welfare of day
labourers.

And the chief minister implied he didn't think
it worthwhile to react to Mr Chakraborty’s state-
ments.

Yesterday, inaugurating a commercial complex
on VIP Road, the state transport minister had

accused the state and Central governmenis of

ignoring the plight of daily wage labourers,
Private promoters, in fact, were doing a better
job: “they provide jobs to three to five lakh daily
labourers,” Mr Chakraborty had said.

“If T were in the LF ministry and convinced
that the LF government is not working in the
interest of such poor people, I would not have
remained in the government,” Mr Anil Biswas
announced today. Asked if the ministry and the
front would suffer should Mr Chakraborty quit.
the CPI-M state secretary said: “No”.

Would the CPI-M leadership seek an explana-
tion from Mr Chakraborty for his statement?

No, said Mr Biswas again. For, such comments
by Mr Chakraborty’s did not have any impaci on
the people. They did not believe him.

CPM again

So has the CPI-M decided to ignore him hence-
forth? “We are not ignoring him,” Mr Biswas
zaid. “But the people will ignore him.”

Will the party punish Mr Chakraborty? We
don't feel any necessity to do so.” The comments
have not hurt the party’s image — for, “the CPI-
M's image does not depend on any individual”.

Asked for his comment on Mr Chakraborty’s
statement, Mr Jyoti Basu said: “I do not react to
his statements.” On Mr Anil Biswas’s observa-
tinn today, Mr Basu said: “I am not aware of
what he has said.” He would say no further.

CPI-M insiders said Mr Biswas’s comments
show Alimuddin Street is fast running out of
patience with Mr Chakraborty. Party mandarins
had earlier passed strictures on the minister for
being “soft” on Mr Sujit Bose of South Dum Dum
who was expelled from the CPI-M.

Mr Chakraborty has repeatedly made contro-
versial statements that have raised hardline
hackles: showering praises on Miss Mamata
Fanerjee, predicting a drop in the Left’s vote
share before the civic body elections, and com-
plaining of the lack of inner-party democracy.

Now, say insiders, even Mr Basu — known to
have a soft spot for Mr Chakraborty — is
annoyed. CPI-M liberals too feel the minister
could do with showing a little more restraint.

Mr Chakraborty was unavailable for comment.
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Fwon't rés{gn, _
says Subhas\

\
HT Correspondent
Calcutta, June 14 \(\ t_

THE BATTLE BETWEE&I the
hardliners and liberals in the State
CPI(M) took a new turn with
Transport  Minister  Subhas
Chakrabarty declaring emphatical-
ly that he would not resign from the
Left Front ministry. “Why should I
resign? I did not force myself into
the Cabinet in the first place. I will
decide myself what I should,” an
angry Chakrabarty said.

His outburst was in response to a
statement made by the party’s
State secretary Anil Biswas yester-
day. “If I were a minister in the
Left Front Government, and if I
felt that this Government has done
nothing for daily wage-earners, I
would have resigned immétd?ptely,”
Biswas had remarked.q. V' <5 W"

Biswas was reacting?o a Speech
made by Chakrabarty at a public
function on Monday, where he said
that no Government since
Independence, not even the Left
Front regime in the State, had
done anything for daily-wage
earners.
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PM to seek change in EC rules

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Lg\‘ A\

WEW DELHI, June 16. — The CPI-M has
decided to urge the Election Commission
for a change in the rules of the commission
to retain the party’s national status.

The party received a show-cause notice
from the EC last week. The commission
asked why the party should not be derecog-
nised as a national party. The CPI-M will
send a reply by mid-July. The hearing on
CPI-M's national party status is expected
to be held in August.

According to senior CPI-M leaders, the
party is going to contest the Election
Commission’s notice claiming that the EC
rules were “archaic” as the rules, framed in
1967, were no longer valid in the present
national scenario.

“The rule regarding national party status
came into force in 1967 when some parties
were splitting and new parties were being
created. The rules have no relevance now,”
said a senior leader of the party.

NATIONAL PARTY STATUS

Stressing his point, the CPI-M leader
claimed that it would be ridiculous if CPI-
M, being the third largest party in
Parliament was derecognised as a national
party, “while the CPI, with hardly any MPs,
continuing to remain a national party”.

The CPI-M has been served notice by the
EC because the party has failed to fulfil
the criteria needed to retain the status of a
national party. Any party has to be recog-
nised as a state party in at least four
states to be a national party. To get recog-
nition at state level, the party needs to ful-
fil at least one of the following criteria:

(a) Get at least six per cent of the total
votes polled.

(b) Get at least one parliamentary seat
out of every 25 seats from the state.

(¢) Get at least one Assembly seat out of
every 30 seats in the state Assembly.

In the present circumstances, the CPI-M

THE STATESMAN
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has the state party status in West Bengal,
Tripura and Kerala but has failed to retain
its status in Andhra Pradesh and Bihar.

In the Andhra Pradsh elections, the CPI-
M was virtually wiped out both in parlia-
mentary and the Assembly polls. In the
previous elections, the party managed to
get quite a few Assembly seats riding pig-
gyback on Mr Chandrababu Naidu, who
decided to ally with the BJP this time
around.

The CPI-M’s tie-up with Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav in the Bihar elections failed to give
the desired dividend to the party. It
bagged only a couple of Assembly seats,
while it needed 13 seats to retain the state
party status.

“However, despite getting derecognised in
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar, the CPI-M’s
total vote share at the national level elec-
tions is just below six per cent and that
should be reason enough not to get dere-
cognised as a national party,” the senior
CPI-M leader argued.



CPM’s hardliners support Farodq on
autonomy for Jammu & Kashmir*”

By Shikha Mukherjeen]'\)o ments, hardliners insist that “all

The Times of India News Service

CALCUTTA: Realpolitik ma
have tempered the CPM’s official
position on the issue of autonomy
for Jammu and Kashmir, pushing
the party towards a moderate and
negotiated settlement which falls
far short of the proposal contained
in the report submitted to the J&K
assembly by that state’s chief minis-
ter, Farooq Abdullah.

There are, however, a section of
hardliners within the CPM’s central
committee who are supportive of
the idea of granting virtually total
autonomy to J&K. While the par-
ty’s official line fears the fallout of
the proposals in the autonomy re-
port, predicting that the state would
be divided on religious lines into
Muslim, Buddhist and Sikh frae-

genuine democrats, irrespective of
party and creed, should support the
demand for autonomy.”

In their view, any opinion to the
contrary would be dangerous to the
integrity and unity of India. While
the pragmatists within the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) (CPM)
feel that the conventional idea of
autonomy, under which only de-
fence, foreign relations and a part
of finance should remain with the
Union government, is no longer
feasible, some central committee
hardliners believe that “all states,
not only Jammu and Kashmir,
should enjoy real autonomy.”

Real autonomy, these hardliners
maintain, is the only way to prevent
the country from breaking up. An-
gry over Tamil Nadu chief minister
M. Karunanidhi’s statement on the

Jaffna crisis, comparing the situa-
tion to Kosovo, the CPM hardliners
feel that unless the structure of cen-
tralised power is dismantled and
“federalism in its true sense” is es-
tablished, there will be unrest and
upsurge across the country.

In a throwback to an earlier era,
when the CPM argued that only
strong states could form the basis of
a federal India, where the Centre
would be shorn of its powers of
control, except in the areas of de-
fence, foreign relations, finance and
trade, the central committee hard-
liners feel that years of Central in-
tervention in state matters have

‘contributed to the worsening of the

situation in places like Jammu and
Kashmir.

‘Strong states make for a strong
Centre’, is the mantra of the hard-
liners within the CPM.
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‘EC norms for national status irrelevant’

O

By Our Special Correspondent (;)

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. The CPI(M) will question
the Election Commissioni’s CTiteria, for recog-
nising a political’ party as a national party,
when it replies to the EC’s notice asking it to
explain why its current national status should
not be withdrawn as it falls short of the re-
quired norms.

Party sources said today that the present
norms, formulated in 1968, were no longer
“relevant’”’ and did not reflect the actual
strength of a party on the ground. It was “ri-
diculous’ that while parties with much fewer
MPs and smaller organisational presence were
recognised as national parties, the CPI(M),
with 33 MPs, and larger national spread was
threatened with “derecognition”.

The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), for
instance, had only seven or eight MPs and the
CPi only three and vet they were legitimised as
national parties because they just about ful-
filled the criteria, whereas the CP1{M) was be-
ing shown the door though it was the third
largest party in Parliament.

Moreover, the NCP was confined to just four
States — Maharashtra and three north-eastern
States — and had no representation either in

« the north or south. Similarly the Bahujan Sa-

maj Party had a base only in four north Indian
States — U.P., Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Ha-
ryana, Yet these two parties enjoyed the status
of national parties. And the CPI{M) was facing
the axe though it was ruling in West Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura.

The three norms for national recognition
are: one out of 25 MPs in four States; or one
out of 30 MLAs in four States; or six per cent of
the total votes in four States. On all the three
counts, the CPI(M) misses out by a whisker.
Earlier, it qualified because it had the requisite
strength in four States but its poor perform-
ance in the last Assembly elections of Andhra
Pradesh spoilt its card.

The CPI(M) politburo member, Mr. S. Ra-
machandran Pillai, said it was “obvious” that
the EC norms were out of sync with reality.
The situation had changed vastly since these
were prescribed, over 30 years ago, and there
was need to have a fresh look at them. “We
will tell the EC that new rules need to be
framed in order to reflect more accurately the
strength of political parties on the ground”, he
said.

The CPI which barely meets one of the three
criteria — it has one out of 30 MLAs in four
States — is worried that the slightest drop in
its vote, in the next elections to the Kerala

Py

Assembly and Tamfl Na
lar problem.

, may create a simi-

The party’s national secretary, Mr. Sha-
meem Faizee, acknowledged that the EC
norms were flawed because they relied Qo
heavily on electoral performaunce, ignoringﬁ(%\
ganisational strength of a party on the ground.
The CP1, for instance, had a much larger na-
tional spread organisationally than was re-
flected through its strength in Parliament or
State Assemnblies. “If we do even slightly badly
we will face the same fate as the CPI(M) de-
spite the fact that we will continue to have
good organisational presence on the ground”,
he pointed out.

The EC’s norms were guided entirely by a
party's performance in one election. As a re-
sult, a national party could lose status in one
election and gain it in the next. "We would like
the EC to judge a party’s status by its perform-
ance over a period of time. If a party does
consistently poorly in five or six elections then
there could be a case to deprive it of its status
as a national party”, he pointed out.

The view in Left circles was that irrespective
of the CPI(M)’s current difficulties, there was a
case to review the EC norms in order to make
them more compatible with political realities.
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~Surjeet, Bardhan
fail to end Cr1SIS

A Q Q-
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE | \ Y

CALCUTTA, March 9. — The CPI\.}tuck to its decision to pull out
of the West Bengal government even after the CPI and CPI-M
general secretaries held preliminary discussions in New Delhi
today.

Mr HS Surjeet reportedly told Mr AB Bardhan he would meet
him again after talking to the state CPI-M leaders who have
arrived in Delhi for the party’s three-day central committee meet-
ing beginning tomorrow. ,

The CPI state secretary, Mr Manju Majumdar, said the party’s
state executive committee would hold an emergency meeting
tomorrow. CPI insiders said the committee is expected to endorse
the state secretariat decision to quit the ministry.

The CPI may also call a state council meeting to deal with the
issue. State party leaders are reportedly in constant touch with
Mr Bardhan and other CPI leaders in Delhi.

The Forward Bloc general secretary, Mr Debabrata Biswas,
today rushed to Delhi to hold talks with senior CPI-M and the
CPI leaders and find a way out of the deadlock.

The FB state secretary, Mr Ashok Ghosh, has urged Mr Surjeet
to offer an RS seat to the CPI and end the crisis.

Yesterday, Mr Bardhan had written to Mr Surjeet requesting
him to resolve the problem “in the interests of Left unity”. A CPI
leader in Delhi said Mr Bardhan referred to the understanding
among Front partners, reached long ago, that every major partner
must have a seat in the Upper House.

Mr Bardhan said the reaction of the West Bengal CPI to the
denial of an RS seat was naturally very sharp. “As they have stat-
ed, the CPI has been in the Left Front and will continue to be there. .
But staying in the government under such circumstances becomes
untenable.”

Mr Ashok Ghosh said the dispute within the Front has been
sending the wrong signals to the people.

THE STATESMAN
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/QP RED THREAT 7

The Naxalite challenge is political \ 0

TAXALITES kllled a minister in Madhya Pradesh in mid-

December last year. Within three months they have killed
another in Andhra Pradesh. What is worrying about the latter
strike is the efﬁc1ency and precision with which it was carried
out. In the interim, Naxalite groups have struck repeatedly
killing a large number of policemen in the two states. Add to
that the election-related Naxalite violence in Bihar and we are |
almost literally looking down the barrel of a gun. Probably a :
sophisticated semi-automatic. The Centre has convened meet-
ings. The latest strike came barely a day after the Union home
secretary held a meeting to discuss inter-state co-ordination of
anti-Naxal operations. Security has to be tightened, and co-
ordination is essential. But it is apparent that these meetings
are not producing results. There is a possibility that these
grand strategies will have little impact unless there is greater
local focus at the ground level. Those who are best placed to
contribute to local and grand strategies are local law-enforce-
ment and administrative agencies, who understand local
socio-economic conditions and know the local terrain.

But what governments both at the Centre and in the states
have to understand is that the Naxalite problem is not a rou-
tine security or law and order problem. It is embedded in
; socio-economic and political structures which have to be
addressed with much greater sensitivity. Of the five states
targeted for anti-Naxalite operations, three — Bihar, Orissa
and MP — are very much in the underdeveloped zone. And it
is in the most underdeveloped pockets of these states — for
instance, the tribal belts in Orissa and MP -- that the
Naxalites have their strongest bases. In Maharashtra,
Naxalite bases are very small. In Andhra Pradesh, insurgency
has a distinct genealogy, which has to be factored in. But the
central issue in all this cases is that of social oppression, des-
perate poverty and the state’s near total abdication of its
developmental role. Political managers will have to under-
stand that the only way that they can effectively fight the
Naxals is by fostering development and blunting exploitation.
If that does not hgppen, the Naxalites will continue to have
mass support inpockets where they operate. In many areas in
Bihar and , Naxalites run a parallel regime where the
oes not run. In this sense the Naxalite “problem”
. The answer is development and social justice.

THE STATESMAN
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CPI not to tolerate

high-handedness

of CPM:

¢

MIDNAPORE, March 12. —
The CPI general secretary, Mr
AB Bardhan, today said his
party will not-tolerate big
brotherly attitude of the CPI-M
in West Bengal.

Talking to reporters after
attending a meeting organised
to pay tributes to Geeta
Mukherjee, Mr Bardhan said,
“we will not tolerate if they
showed red eyes simply

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Bardhan

t
row,’\vgvki will take final deci-
sion to this effect.

Last time, the CPI had one
member in Rajya Sabha — Mr
Gurudas Dasgupta, but this
time CPI-M had decided not to
continue with the agreement.

The decision took a dramatic
turn when CPI decided to quit
the Left Front ministry in
protest against CPI-M’s deci-
sion. '

RSP nominee: The RSP state
committee at its meeting today

because they
are big brothers

in the Left
Front.”
“We will

. always try to
solve any differ-
ences amicably,
but will not tol-
erate big broth-
erly attitude,”
he said.

He, however,
said, “we were
in Left Front,
we are in Left
Front and will
remain there.”

Asked how the
differences over
nomination of

No support
to Rabri

MIDNAPORE, March 12. —
The CPI will not support the
Rabri Devi government in
Bihar, Mr Bardhan said.

“Both Mr Laloo Yadav and
Mrs Rabri Devi were cor-
rupt”, he said. Mr Yadav was
“undemocratic” also, he said.

Asked if the CPI-M can sup-
port the Rabri government
why his party cannot do it,
he said “they can support,
but we will not.” — PTI

H Another report on page 8

nominated Mr
Manoj Bhatta-
charya, a cen-
tral committee
member of the
party, as its
lone candidate
for the Rajya
Sabha polls,
adds SNS.
Apart from Mr
Bhattacharya,.
the name of
Mrs Gita Sen-
gupta also came
up. But a majo-
rity of state
committee
members decid-
ed to back Mr
Bhattacharya’s

Rajya Sabha
candidates could be solved with
the CPI-M, Mr Bardhan said, it
is the responsibility of the CPI-
M as they are big brother.
Regarding CPI's decision to
pull out of the Left Front min-
istry in the state in protest
against CPI-M’s decision to
nominate their three candi-
dates and one of the RSP for
the Rajya Sabha from the
state, he said a meeting is
scheduled in Calcutta tomor-

, candidature.
There was voting on the issue.
Senior party leaders such as
Mr Debabrata Bandyo-
padhyaya, irrigation minister
and also the party’s state unit
secretary, and Mr Kshiti
Goswami, PWD minister,
reportedly argued in favour of
Mr Bhattacharya as its candi-
date for the Rajya Sabha seat.

B Kerala CPI joins stir
against CPM: page 8

ngsumsam
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Basu moye to endl CPI CPM row

HT Correspondent 9 t
Calcutta, March 13 (/p

THE CRISIS in the Left Front
Government over the CPI’s deci-
sion to pull out its two ministers in
protest against the denial of a
Rajya Sabha berth seems all but
resolved with the CPI relenting in
response to an appeal by Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu. It is a question
of mere formality before the
Minister for Water Resource and
Investigation, Nandagopal Bhatta-
charyya, and Minister for Civil
Defence, Sreekumar Mukherjee,
return to their ministerial offices.
The ice was broken when Basu
vang up CPI general secretary A B
Bardhan during the meeting of the
CPI's national executive in Delhi

today The Chxef Mmlster report-
edly urged Bardhan not to press
the issue further and ask the CPI
ministers to resume duty in the
larger interest of Left unity. Basu
also spoke to Bhattacharyya, who
was attending the CPI national
executive meeting. The CPI
national executive is understood to
have concurred with Bardhan that
Basu’s wishes be respected.

CPI sources here said Bardhan
had contacted the party’s state sec-
retary, Manjukumar Majumdar,
and briefed him on his conversa-
tion with the Chief Minister.
Bhattacharyya, who came back
from Delhi after the national exec-
utive meeting, rushed to Basu’s
residence around 8 pm to thrash
out the matter. The two CPI minis-

(S ad sent their resignation to
he party’s state secretary instead
f to the Chief Minister.
Bhattacharyya  declined to
ivulge the details of his talks with
Basu. CPI sources said the party’s
State Secretariat would meet
tomorrow to discuss the instruc-
tions from the central leadership in
the light of Basu’s appeal. The
State Executive was earlier sched-
uled to meet on this issue on
March 19, but it was advanced fol-
lowing today’s developments.
That he was making a peace
move was made clear by Basu him-
self when he told reporters at the
Writers” Buildings today that he
was appealing to the CPI not to
press on with the pullout decision.
More reports on Page 3
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THE DASTARDLY KILLING of Madfiava Reddy,
Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj Minister, in a
landmine explosion last week, is yet another
grim reminder of the intensification of violence
and extremism in many parts of the country.
This fatal blast has been another well-planned
and meticulously-executed explosion, which has
the signature of the dreaded People’s War Group
(PWG). It is unfortunate that despite the intelli-
gence reports and the police alert, the Minister
did not pay heed to the warnings and take extra
precautions. The PWG, which has been waging
this war on elected representatives, the police
and the bureaucracy over the years, could have
taken the life of any VIP using that particular
bridge. But they had picked on Madhava Reddy,
who was earlier Home Minister and gave a new
direction to the police operations against the
naxalite groups in Andhra Pradesh.

This brazen act, along with the recent up-
surge in naxalite and left-wing extremists’ vio-
lence in the neighbouring States of Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar and Orissa, drives
home the point that half-hearted measures do
not help. The Government of India has at last set
up a Coordination Centre for naxalite-infested
States and the Union Home Secretary, Mr. Ka-
mal Pande, who chairs this special committee,
recently announced the decision to conduct an
aerial survey of naxal-affected areas and hide-
outs. The Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, has
scheduled the next meeting of these States for
April 3. Instead of wasting time over funding,
formalities and procedures, the Home Ministers,
Directors-General of Police and the Home Secre-
taries of the affected States, along with the Cen-
tre, must hammer out a coordinated strategy to
deal with this challenge. The aerial survey must
be done quickly and the areas of concentration
must be identified to launch a combined and
simultaneous offensive against extremists.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2000

THE NAXALITE MENACE

that the naxalite menace cannot be hagdled as a
mere law and order problem. Merely\banning
some groups or gunning down some eXtremist
elements in ‘encounters’ will not really solve the
problem. It is important to subdue the extre-
mists and stamp out violence but it is equally for
State Governments to address the basic socio-
economic issues which the naxalites and left-
wing extremists in these regions have exploited
to achieve this kind of presence. The socio-eco-
nomic factors such as the glaring social inequal-
ities, economic deprivation, corruption,
unemployment, caste and communal conflicts
have to be recognised and tackled. On the other
side, it is apparent that many of these extremist
ultra-left groups and naxalites are less driven by
ideological moorings and are increasingly con-
centrating on senseless acts of violence to regis-
ter their presence.

One more aspect of this problem that needs
to be addressed is the security for VIPs. The po-
lice and intelligence agencies must be able to
collect accurate information about the move-
ment of killer squads and their potential targets.
The coordination committee must constantly
share intelligence on the inter-State movements
or activities of these groups. The police and se-
curity agencies must devise more stringent and
coded measures for improving security to VIPs
on the hit list. Ministers and officials who are
targets must follow the security drill and pre-
scription, or pay the ultimate price as the Andhra
Pradesh Minister did. The security drill, the
route that the VIPs take and cars they use must
be changed frequently so that extremists do not
become too familiar with the routines. The po-
lice and security agencies must remain on full
alert all the time, as they are dealing with a gue-
rilla operation.

THE HINDU
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_Centre calls’
CMs’ meet

Sy

on Nuxuﬁies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, March 14. —
The Centre has convened a
meeting of chief ministers of
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar along with Directors-
General of Police to discuss the
growing Naxal menace in these
states, the Lok Sabha was
informed today.

Replying to a spate of supple-
mentaries during Question
Hour, the home minister, Mr L
K Advani, said the need to
convene the conference was
decided at a meeting he had
with the MP Chief Minister,
Mr Digvijay Singh, following
the killing of Andhra minister,
Madhav Reddy, by Naxalites.

He said the Centre would
extend all assistance to states
to tackle the problem and that
it was wrong to say that the
Centre was totally uncon-
cerned about the issue.

Mr Advani said a conference
of chief ministers of states
affected by the Naxal menace
was held in Hyderabad in
1998 where a coordination
committee, headed by the
Union home secretary, was
set up for this purpose.

On the problem of militancy
in the north-east, he said the
Centre was providing assis-

tance to them also by way of
supplying arms.

He said four of the eight
north-eastern states have
been affected by militancy.
These are Assam, Tripura,
Nagaland and Manipur.

To a persistent demand from
members, the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr GMC Balayogi,
agreed to a half-an-hour dis-
cussion on the issue.

Close shave

A police sub-inspector on patro
duty escaped unhurt when a
Naxalite belonging to “Sikasa”.
a front organisation of the
People’s War Group, openec
fire near Narsapur, ir
Adilabad district of Andhrs
Pradesh last night.

When the SI stopped the
Naxalite for a routine check
the latter opened fire from his
pistol. The SI returned fire bw
the Naxalite managed to flee.
Naxalite held: A teenagec
Naxalite carrying a reward o
Rs 10,000 was arrested ai
Murchul village ir
Rajnandgaon district o;
Madhya Pradesh.Acting on ¢
tip-off, police arrested Naxalite
Tiyragarh Dalam member
Birjhuram alias Sudhakar (16)
resident of Churia Kanaha:
village, when he went visiting
his relatives at Murchul.
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CPI relents, |
decides toy;)
rgjoin Govt

N
v Correspondent) <\ e
Caicutta, March 14 9 Gy i dy
(>4

THE CURTAIN wa/s rung down
today on the six-day-long drama
over the CPI's threat to pull out
ministers from the West Bengal
Cabinet on the Rajya Sabha seat
issue with the party’s state secre-
tariat reversing its carlier stand.

At a meeting this afternoon, the
state secretariat formally asked the
two ministers to carry on with their
normal functions, taking into con-
sideration the views of the party’s
national executive and Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu’s request on
the CPI ministers continuing in the
government in the interest of Left
unity. Today, Basu wrote to the
Water Resource and Investigation
Minister, Nandagopal Bhatac-
haryya, in this regard.

In a statement issued after a
meeting, the state secretariat said
that the party’s “strong protest” to
the Left Front had drawn the
attention of political circles and
the people. Party general secretary
A B Bardhan had communicated
the views of the national executive
on the question of continuing in
the government and the chief min-
ister had written a letter.to
Bhattacharyya on the issue “We
have noticed that our point of view
has received importance in those
letters. Thus, the party directs the
ministers to carry on with their
normal duties ”

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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Power from the
‘Dbarrel

In most of the States
jvhere naxalite activity is
noticed at a small level,
the Governments show no
| interest in nipping the
problem in the bud. It is
only when the ultras
resort to violence that the
Governments wake up

and let loose a reign of
terror in the name of
controlling them.
K. SRINIVAS REDDY
tracks the rise
of the naxalites.

HE DEAFENING blast of the

landmine that killed the

Panchayat Raj Minister, A.

Madhava Reddy, about 30
km from Hyderabad on the night of
December 7, continues to
reverberate throughout Andhra
Pradesh. With the precision blasting
of the landmine planted on an
approach road of a railway road
overbridge, the CPI(ML) People’s
War, better known as the PWG,
sought to send some unmistakeable
signals to its adversaries: that it was
not down and out as the police had
claimed and that it would not forget
and forgive. It was only some three
months ago that the three PWG
central committee leaders, Santosh
Reddy, Naresh and Adi Reddy were
killed in an alleged encounter in the
Koyyuru forest area of Karimnagar
district. The PWG had accused the
police of arresting the three in
Bangalore and killing them in a
‘fake encounter’.

While the police patted
themselves for the operation, the
PWG was seething. That it would
strike back was anticipated. The
targets, be they politicians or police
officers, were alerted. But the
retaliation came in neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, when they hacked
to death a Minister, Kavre, who was
campaigning for local bodies
elections in the forest areas of
Bastar.

However, the police were still
expecting such an attack in Andhra

“

N i

of the"gun

that the chances of a ‘miss’ were
high during night time since the
person who detonates the mine
would have to have a perfect
synchronisation of his visual
perception and physical action.
Already sitting at least 100 yards
away in pitch darkness, he would
have had to identify the vehicle and
detonate the mine as it crosses over
it.

The success of such an attack
depended on numerous parameters,
such as vehicle speed, hand-eye
coordination, and prior information
about movement of the target. Yet,
the PWG managed the detonation
precisely as the vehicle carrying
Madhava Reddy passed over the
mines buried some four feet below
the kutcha road surface.

It was as if everything was
working against Madhava Reddy
whose threat perception report put

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Mabharashtra, Karnataka and Bihar.

While the PWG was suffering blow
after blow in Andhra Pradesh with
the police effectively putting into
practice its counter-revolutionary
strategy, its influence in other States
was spreading unhindered.
Internationally also, the PWG got
good exposure with its documents
being featured on various websites
on the Internet.

Last year's merger of the Party
Unity (PU) operating in Bihar with
the PWG had significantly helped
the spread of its influence to newer
areas. Though naxalite activity had
not assumed alarming proportions
in States such as Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Haryana and Punjab, the
PWG had formed State committees
to educate people and recruit them.
The outfit, which wants to achieve a
him in the ‘Z plus’ category of ‘new democratic revolution’ through

security. His movements had a set Protracted armed struggle, goes
pattern. Before boarding the vehicle, about the job systematically. The
he announced where he was going. PWG does not just resort to violence

The police were confident that there in an area where it is trying to
would not be any ‘action’ in establish itself. The cadres would
Rangareddy district since naxalite analyse the local problems and
movement was minimal. But the ~ mobilise the people and begin what
PWG struck. they call ‘partial struggles’.
Madhava Reddy’s killing raises Subsequently, when the cadres gain

many disturbing questions. Police
analysts point out that the set
pattern in his movements proved
fatal. This was not the first time that
an established pattern in the
movements of its target came in
handy for the PWG. The Deputy
Inspector General of Police, K. S.
Vyas, was shot dead at the Lal
Bahadur Stadium in Hyderabad in
1993 as he used to go jogging there
every day. The Assistant Inspector-
General of Police, Umesh Chandra,
was shot dead in broad daylight last
year when he was on his way to
office from home. Despite the
slaying of the two senior IPS officers
which were made easier by the set
pattern in their movements, the
police failed to prevent the attack
on Madhava Reddy.

Why did the PWG go after
Madhava Reddy especially when his
killing could lead to a severe
backlash? A simple answer could be
the confidence of the PWG
leadership in its ability to take on
the State Government. The PWG
movement has already spread even
to States such as Haryana, Delhi,
Kerala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal in addition to Andhra

Pradesh also, but the way the naxals
targeted Madhava Reddy and pulled
off what was earlier perceived to be
a “near-impossible feat” has shaken
politicians and police alike. The
police had never anticipated that
the PWG cadres could detonate
mines successfully at night. The
theory behind this confidence was
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HT Corresporident
Calcutta, March 26 7?\3
REBEL CPI(M) leader Saifiddin
Chowdhury was hauled up again
today at the State Committee
meeting and let off with a warning.

The party leadership objected to
press statements attributed to him
on the reopening of Dunlop’s
Sahaganj unit and for reportedly
suggesting a civic poll tie-up with
the Congress.

Chowdhury had earlier been
show-caused twice by the party.
Today, he was chargesheeted for
his statements and asked why he
should not be suspended for repe-
atedly going to the media.

A statement released by the
CPI(M) after the meeting said
Chowdhury met some State
Committee members and told
them that he had not uttered a

word of what had been attributed
to him. He also submitted a written
statement to the party bosses. The
CPI(M) will make the rebel
leader’s  explanations public
through Ganashakti, its mouth-
piece. He was told that henceforth
he should release statements only
to the party organ. They must not
appear in other newspapers.

Chief Minister Jyoti Basu’s
retirement too came up in the
meeting, a party insider said. Some
members reportedly wondered
why Basu’s decision to pull out of
the 2001 Assembly-poll race was
made public even before it was dis-
cussed in the party forum.

“We took exception to the man-
ner in which his retirement
announcement was made public. It
was made clear to the party leader-
ship that Basu was no ordinary
leader and the decision to relieve

Sﬁifu«ﬁgl\in let FO’f;f after warnj

him of his duties cannot be arrived
at without taking into confidence
all the State Committee members
here. The Politburo alone cannot
arrive at this crucial decision,” said
a State Committee member.

The party statement, however,
had no mention of Basu’s retire-
ment. When a reporter asked the
Chief Minister whether the matter
was discussed, he said: “The issue
was not discussed.”

Party leaders also discussed strat-
egy for the municipal polls. The
CPI(M) will stress on organisation-
al network, better candidate
selection, more street-corner
meetings, selection of progressive
and democratic  candidates
from local Nagarik Samitis and
giving more importance to the
opinion of ward committees for
the selection of candidates for the

civic polls. -
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STATESMAN NEW;AWCE

CALCUTTA, Feb. 4. — The
CPI-M appeared to tide over a
major crisis as both the liberals
and hardliners made a climb-
down at a state committee
meeting today where neither
the hawks opted for an extreme
step against Mr Saifuddin Cho-
wdhury, nor did he press for his
demand of internal democracy.

In an apparent rapprochement
between the two camps, the
party let off the liberal leader
with the warning to ensure that
there is no repetition of his
views on the CPI-M’s internal
matters making it to the media,
while Mr Chowdhury in his
reply to the show-cause notice
regretted “the confusion created
after his views were published
in newspapers”.

CPI-M state secretary Mr
Anil Biswas told a Press con-
ference about Mr Chowdhury’s
reply after the state committee
meeting. The committee had
showcaused Mr Chowdhury on
31 December for making Press
statements on the party’s inter-
nal matters.

For the past few months, the
CPI-M has been threatened
with the prospect of a near-
revolt after Mr Chowdhury, Mr
Subhas Chakraborty and Mr
Samir Putatunda repeatedly
accused hardliners of trying to
stifle alternative viewpoints
within'the party.

Saifuddin: Press stress

The trio’s demand for internal
democracy in the party found
tacit support from Mr Jyoti
Basu, who gave a patient hear-
ing to Mr Chowdhury and
reportedly sympathised with

and make up 55

‘the issues he raised. Mr Basu |

even admitted that it was a
mistake to have dropped Mr
Chowdhury from the party’s
Central Committee.

The show-cause notice served
on Mr Chowdhury evoked soli-
darity with him from the liber-
al group. As Mr Chowdhury
received the notice and pre-
pared to draft his reply, there
was speculation that a major
showdown was on the cards.
Today’s state committee meet-
ing took care of that.

The impending civic body and

Assembly elections may have
prompted the two sides to set-
tle for a truce, especially in
view of the steady rise in popu-
lar support for the Trinamul.
Mr Basu's reported assurance
to the liberal camp that the
issues they had raised would
be accommodated in the party’s
revised programme, being
drafted, may also have per-
suaded the liberals to soften
their stand, at least for now.

Though a patch-up has been
worked out, analysts wonder
how long the rebels’ issues can
be kept bottled up.

THE STATESMAN
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“Saifuddin firm
on democracy
A demand

MANASH GHOSH
STATESMAN NE spsinv C

(™
CALCUTTA, Feb. 7. There\
is no question of the former\4
CPI-M Central Committee
member and Lok Sabha MP,
Mr Saifuddin Chowdhury,
resiling from his stated
demands for inner-party
democracy, transparency 1n
organisational functioning,
adopting development-o'rlfented
politics and significant
changes in party programmes.
(Mr Chowdhury and Mr
Subhas Chakraborty have
launched the Bangiya
Ganatantrik Mancha, a non-
political organisation, for the
protection of democracy 1n
West Bengal, says UNL.
(The mancha held its first
meeting recently and called on

B See SAIFUDDIN: pag

SAIFUDDIN: didn’s seek pardon

(Continued from page 1)

all social democrats to work for the benefit of the
rural masses and industrial labour force. Mr
Chowdhury and Mr Harihar Mishra have been
chosen the mancha’s conveners.)

Mr Chowdhury, who left for New Delhi today,
made it clear to The Statesman that he “firm-
ly” stood by the issues that he had already
raised in public and there was no scope of with-
drawing them since they were fundamental to
the party’s survival.

“How can I withdraw since they are already
before the people for consideration? It has
become a public issue now which will have to be
sorted out through debate. There is no scope for
making up on these issues with anyone. In my
reply to the show-cause notice served on me by
the party, nowhere did I say that I was resiling
from my stand. I had clearly stated in my reply
that [ was sorry if my views published in the
newspapers had either upset anyone or caused
confusion. I had certainly not sought pardon”.

That there is no change in his political line was
made clear by him during his stay here when he
not only ads sed-door. party workers
meeting but also exchanged notes with like-
minded party leaders.

At the workers’ meeting, he recalled the “his-
toric blunder” committed by some party leaders

who “scornfully” spurned the offer to let Mr Jyoti

Basu become Prime Minister. Mr Chowdhury

explained to the cadres that the “momentous
opportunity” the party missed had “directly
helped” in the BJP’s ascendancy which eventual-
ly enabled it to grab state power for which all
secular and “truly” democratic forces were now
suffering,

“Ironically all those in the party who had
rejected the offer are now moving heaven and
earth to dislodge the BJP without success.
Earlier they had tried to install a Congress-led
Government. All this mess is because of opacity
in our party’s-decision making”.

Mr Chowdhury cited the example of the rise of
neo-Nazis in Austria. To start with, the
Austrians had installed an SS operative like
Kurt Waldheim in power followed by Freedom
Party’s Joerg Haider who saw nothing wrong in
the crimes committed by the Nazis. “The
Austrian parallel is relevant to India since the
Left democratic forces have contributed to the
rise of the BJP”.

Mr Chowdhury also decried violence and said it
had no place in a democracy. Leaders who
thought that violence was an effective means to
“suppress or neutralise opposition” were politi-
cally unsound and were in fact, living in a fool’s
paradise. “Violence begets violence. This simple
truth must be realised by all”,
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i choose to couch internal differences in theoretical terms.

- LENIN’S LEGAC

%(:% Social democracy could save the Left

ACTIONAL politics in the CPI-M is not unusual.
unusual is that the state committee should once again

" the CPI-M seriously need to do is to acknowledge that they are

not a Marxist party. Most members of the Politburo are wholly
innocent of any knowledge of Leninist theory of the role of the
party in the socialist transformation of society. They are
equally ignorant of the Leninist interpretation of the charac-
ter of the state. To put it bluntly, they are a confused lot. The
structure of the party — based on a bowdlerised version of
Lenin’s democratic centralism — is in direct contradiction to
the mode of proliferation it has chosen, both in ideological and
organisational terms. The organisation has grown by induct-
ing the lumpen underclass, which in the sixties and seventies
were identified closely with the Congress-style of politics that
the arch-lumpen Sanjay Gandhi inaugurated, sadly despite
the educational opportunities he had as the youpger scion of
India’s “first family”. In ideological terms, the CPI-M’s
progress is diffuse. In official pronouncements the CPI-M
make grand ideoclogical gestures. They have always been
extremely vociferous about opposing liberalisation and globali-
sation. In practice, however, the CPI-M have been making
half-hearted attempts at inviting capital to industrialise the
state and rescue it from the current state of economic debase-
ment for which they themselves are responsible.

Clearly the current contretemps in which the party find
themselves is largely a matter of personal ambition and fac-
tional rivalry — most of the actors have their respective axes
to grind. At the same time, both Subhas Chakraborty and
Saifuddin Chowdhury have raised legitimate issues about the
way the party functions. There are two questions. One is
about inner-party democracy. If the CPI-M are serious about
Leninist moorings they have to act as a “vanguard” party.
This involves ideological dissemination, which in the post-
Ranadive period was the justification for engaging in parlia-
mentary politics. This they have clearly failed to achieve.
Further, even within the Leninist conception of the vanguard
party, there is scope for democracy through the concept of the
soviet. Lenin did after all ride to power on the concept of “all
power to the soviets”™ The possibility has been frustrated by
American-style bossiest trade unionism, taken to extreme and
immensely infructous levels, that the Left adopted purely for
immediate electoral benefit.

Given the “pragmatic” politics that Jyoti Basu and Surjeet
represent, the CPI-M should now openly avow a social democ-
ratic character. If they were to do so they would serve the
state and the nation better. First, it would enable them to tone
down the unions and industrialise the state — making for
more employment opportunities and greater prosperity.
Second, it would help the Left in general to strengthen the
centrist tendencies in the Indian polity, with a view to estab-
lishing some form of genuine secularism and the fundamen-
tals of a welfare state. But to do that the CPI-M in theory
need th};gérginalisation of armchair leaders like Prakash

Karat and/Sitaram Yechuri — an unlikely circumstance.
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- Saifuddin will
- respond to . .
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. — The
rumblings in the CPI-M took a
new turn with the former cen-
tral committee member, Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury, deciding
to take up the challenge
against the party after a show-
cause notice was served on
him.

Mr Chowdhury, who returned
from Calcutta today after a
series of meetings with party
colleagues who are learnt to be
supporting his cause of more
democracy in the party, is yet
to receive a show-cause notice.

‘I have been told by a few
people that a show-cause notice
has been served against me. I
am yet to receive any such
notice. In any case, I have not
indulged in any anti-party
activity,” he said.

Mr Chowdhury said when the
show-cause notice reaches him,
he would reply to it as per the
party's requirements. He was

- Jf the opinion that he would be
able to convince the party that
he had not done anything
wrong and his actions were
aimed at strengthening the
party.

sarty challenge

‘7»1@'” L i'\\

The state unit's decision to
serve a show-cause notice on
Mr Chowdhury has come as a
surprise to many, who believed
that the party's former deputy
leader in Parliament had the
tacit support of a few heavy-
weights in the party, including
the Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti
Basu.

Mr Basu, who is heading the
party's panel for a fresh party
programme, gave a patient
hearing to Mr Chowdhury dur-
ing his stay in Calcutta. The
Deputy Chief Minister of West
Bengal, Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya, also had a long
meeting with Mr Chowdhury
on the subject.

However, in certain circles,
the show-cause notice is being
viewed as the party's present
leadership trying to retain its
hold over the party, and may
just be the beginning of the
process of throwing out Mr
Chowdhury from the party.

But things may not be as
smooth as many woald like to
believe as Mr Chowdhury
reportedly has the backing of
the state's transport minister,
Mr Subhas Chakrabarty and
Mr Samir Patitunda, a promi-
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nent figure in North 24-
Parganas.

While Mr Chowdhury has
been served a show-cause
notice, Mr Chakrabarty and Mr
Patitunda have been verbally
cautioned by the party's state
committee.

At the same time, questions
raised by this section of the
party seems to have created an
ideological turmoil in the party
when the new party pro-
gramme is being drafted.

A number of senior CPI-M
leaders, still not coming out in
the open, are of the opinion
that the 1964 party programme
has become obsolete and sever-
al important questions need to
be answered at this juncture.

Addressing the issue of secu-
larism is one such issue, which
has resulted in some confusion
among the rank and file of the
party.

Mr Chowdhury and some of
his colleagues have also started
raising questions on the rele-
vance of dictatorship of the pro-
letariat as well as democratic
centralism in the party struc-
ture, which has allegedly
resulted in mindless suffoca-
tion of party democracy.



asvu wants
overhaul
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 3. — Mr
Jyoti Basu today sided emphat-
ically with the CPI-M liberals,
arguing forcefully that the par-
ty's foundational charter,
“party programmes”, needs
sweeping changes. ¢ {) fM

The current formulation,
unchanged since it was made
in 1964, has become irrelevant
in a fast-changing world, the
chief minister said at
Ganashakti's 34th anniversary
celebrations.

He said the
party commit-
tee formed to
suggest the ch-
anges is work-
ing on the mat-
ter. The subject
will be dis-
cussed by the
next politburo
meeting and fol-
lowed up in the
central commit-
tee.

After this, the
various party
fora will chew

Basu: ‘Agenda irrelevant’

party

* "@. pﬂ '
9 _ party — and whm

have been lapses, corrections
have been made, Mr Basu
reminded party leaders and
members.

Even Mao Zedong had made a
blunder — by saying “bombard
the headquarters” during the
early stages of the Cultural
Revolution — he said. There
could be differences among “us”
on organisational matters, but
that should not spawn “ani-
mosity” within party ranks.

Mr Basu reminded his au-

o dience how sh-
arply opinion in
the party was
split on the
issue of “partici-
pation at the
Centre” in May
1996. Yet the
party decided it
would take a
fresh look at the
subject when-
ever another
opportunity
came. This was
clearly a hint at
how the party
leadership had,

on the matter
for two months. At the end of
about a year, the task will have
been completed, Mr Basu said.
The chief minister took an
apparent swipe at'party hard-
liners, saying Marxism is a sci-
ence and not a body of dogma.
If one finds that some of its
principles have been wrongly
" applied, corrective steps must
be taken without delay. “There
could be mistakes, but we will
have to correct our actions.”
The CPI-M is a revolutionary

over time, soft-
ened its stand on the issue.

“There are some weaknesses
in the organisation and we
have to overcome them,”
Mr Basu went on.

“No one should think that only
his views should prevail,” he
said, in an obvious dig at
hardliners.

Before he signed off, the chief
minister, however, stressed
that the CPI-M is a “truly”

¥ See BASU: page 4

BASU:

(Continued from page 1)

democratic party. He wondered
whether any other party in the
country has such a democratic
set-up. He highlighted the Left
Front government's successes
In various fields, but asked
partymen to lend a patient ear
to criticism from the people.

On familiar ground by now,
the chief minister came down
on “a section of the media for
laupching a slander campaign
against us”.

It was left to the state CPI-M
secretary, Mr Anil Biswas, to
describe how Ganashakti had
evolved into a full-fledged

newspaper from a small bul-
letin, and remember glle role of

the late Saroj Mukherjee
behind the rise.
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" BASU’S DILEMM

g\ CPI-M unable to contain factionalis

OTI Basu is veering round to the view that the palty’s
programmes need a thorough overhaul. He says
grammes devised in 1964, when the Communist movement
split, are no longer relevant and that the CPI-M, as a truly
“revolutionary” party, must acknowledge its mistakes dnd
adapt to the times. Basu’s plea for an overhaul has two impli-
cations. One, he is entirely right that change is inevitable;
two, he aims to strengthen the dissidents, led by Subhas
Chakraborty and Saifuddin Chowdhury, who have been argu-
ing that the leadership of the party should be more sensitive:
to dissent from within. The conflict has in the past few days
developed an ideological slant. But the crux of the matter is

been depriving the minority faction of any say in party affairs.
The minority faction is out of all committees. Factionalism is
probably the worst in the North 24-Parganas district commit-
tee where Subhas Chakraborty’s supporters have been cor-
nered by the majority faction. Subhas can command crowds
and cadres but not voting members who have been carefully
admitted to support the old guard though young in years. As a
result, some senior partymen have left the party. The CP1-M
knows that it is in bad shape. Factionalism will severely erode
its ability to meet the Trinamul Congress’s challenge in the
elections to 82 municipalities due in a couple of months.

This fear prompts dyoti Basu to call for a change in party
programmes so that dissidents can be accommodated. The
need to do this is all the more acute because assembly elec-
tions are due in barely a year and may well be held sooner.
i The CPI-M knows that the Mamata factor will grow rather
- than diminish over time. Unless factionalism is arrested and
| the party broadbased, the CPI-M could be dislodged from
| power — something that could not have been imagined a year
. ago. Unfortunately Basu’s writ does not run in the party any-
. more. This is mainly because he has made himself extremely
vulnerable over his son and his unsavoury friends. He seems
quite unable to deny the son anything and cronies like the
Advocate-General take advantage. A lack of perspective does

not help either. When Basu talks about changing the party’s

programmes, he sounds like he is endorsing the dissidents’
argument that doctrinaire Marxism should be abandoned in
favour of the market for the state’s development. In that case,
there is no point in clinging to the fiction that the CPI-M is a
revolutionary party. Revolution has now become a synonym
for stick-in-the-mud. It should proceed to bury its ghosts and
acknowledge its social democratic character. But with Basu
disabled thus who will lead it out of the mess? Continued
refusal to face the truth will be fatal. Basu is not a victim of
circumstances, he is a prisoner of his partiality for his son.
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‘Liberals unfit to
be in party,
nil Biswas

G
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says A

SUMIT SEN % '
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 6. — The
CPI-M liberals are not fit to be
in the party, Mr Anil Biswas
said today.

The state CPI-M secretary
argued that partymen who are
clamouring for more organisa-
tional democracy — Mr Subhas
Chakraborty, Mr Saifuddin
Chowdhury and Mr Samir
Putatunda — are harming the
party.

Mr Biswas’s comments sug-
gest he may take on the liber-
als in direct battle, some party
members said. If true, he will
be going against the views
expressed by Mr Jyoti Basu,
who a few days ago had seemed
to side with the liberals, calling
for sweeping changes in the
‘party programmes’ formulated
in 1964.

Mr Biswas’s attack on the lib-
erals came at a meeting of the
CPI-M’s city unit at Nazrul
Manch, attended by hardliners
such as Mr Biman Bose, Mr

Benoy Konar, and Mr Naren *

Sen.

The state secretary asserted
that the CPI-M is a “truly dem-
ocratic party”. All this hue and
cry over an alleged lack of in-
ner-party democracy, with liber-
al leaders rushing to the press

o

Mr Subhas Chakraborty

with their views, is pointless.

“Our party has strong ideolog-
ical moorings; it does not
encourage individualism,” he
said in an apparent dig at the
liberals.

He buttressed his argument
against the rebels’ “pro-democ-
racy movement” by citing
examples from history.

Lenin too had at one point of
time faced such onslaughts
from some of his colleagues, he
said. But these designs (of
Lenin’s adversaries) had failed.
He reminded the audience that
party unity depends on disci-
pline and dedicated work.

There is no doubt that such
programmes (a reference to the
liberals’ — and Mr Basu’s —

STATESMAN
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call for sweeping changes in
the ‘party programmes’) need
updating. But it is also true
that “all these years we had
functioned smoothly on the
basis of these programmes”.

What is needed is an improve-
ment in the performance of the
various government wings, to
ensure better service to the
people.

Mr Biswas called for firm
measures to overcome organi-
sational weaknesses and
undertake a rectification pro-
gramme to make the CPI-M a
truly mass revolutionary party.

Reminding city CPI1-M leaders
of the gradual fall in the Left’s
poll percentage in Calcutta, he
asked the rival factions to
strive for unity and do their
best to improve the party’s per-
formance in the upcoming
Calcutta Municipal
Corporation elections.

He regretted that six out of
ten activists of the party’s
Calcutta unit are not properly
equipped ideologically.

Most of the complaints to the
state CPI-M’s control commis-
sion, which deals with com-
plaints against party members,
come from members of the
Calcutta unit.

Mr Biswas called for appro-
priate steps to overcome the
unit’s problems.



_ 4 FACADE CRACKS .,

" CPI-M faces internal, external challenge

HE unity of the Left is now on the point of disintegratiok.
‘ The Left Front is in tatters — the RSP and Forward Bloc
. have steadfastly defied the CPI-M’s opportunism in moving
close to the Congress. Moreover, for some time now senior
leaders of both parties have been keeping channels of commu-
nication with Mamata Banerjee open. Now two leaders each of
the RSP and Forward Bloc have joined Trinamul. From
Trinamul’s point of view this is significant because these
acquisitions are in north Bengal, where the party does not
have a presence. If Trinamul succeeds in eroding the Left’s
base in north Bengal its challenge in the coming assembly
elections will be significantly strengthened. It is not only a
question of desertions. The lesser partners, who have been
bullied by the CPI-M, are awaiting developments within it.
And the developments are ominous. The hardline leadership
of the party, which controls its destiny through majorities in
the secretariat and committees, have made it clear that it is
not willing to countenance the challenge of “dissident” liber-
als, a minority in committees. But dissidents are now willing
to take their grievances to a conclusion. We can take their
high-seunding phrases about inner-party democracy and hide-
bound programmes with a pinch of salt. They have been quiet
till now. So why are they pursuing a collision course that could
split the party? First, public disaffection with the party and
the government is widespread and intense, and dissidents now
know in a showdown with the ossified leadership they will
have public sympathy as well as the support of a large body of
young cadre. They can have a working arrangement with
Mamata Banerjee, who has emerged as a credible alternative -
to the establishment. It is unlikely that dissidents will move
before the municipal elections. Anil Biswas has till then to
ponder. Perhaps Jyoti Basu, the reluctant patriarch, can make
him see the error of his ways, before he puts in his papers.
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~Basu advises against
crackdown on rebels

\ Ve \
BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Jan. 9: Chief minister
Jyoti Basu today asked the state
CPM leadership not to precipitate
the brewing crisis in the party
by taking a hard line against
dissidents.

Basu advised caution during a
long session at his house with
state party secretary Anil Biswas.
The meeting came a day after the
CPM showcaused Saifuddin
Chowdhury, one of the dissidents
and former central committee
member.

Sources close to Biswas said
that Basu was told about the lead-
ership’s unhappiness at the public
criticism of the party’s function-
ing by the dissidents.

' Basu reportedly asked Biswas
not to take any hasty decision
against the dissident triad of
Chowdhury, transport minister
Subhas Chakraborty and South
24-Parganas district secretary
Samir Putatunda.

Basu had last week publicly
called for modernising the party’s

the dissidents’ euphoria by
discounting their claim that the
party lacked transparency and
democracy.

Basu, who is recuperating
from a severe cold, said he would
resume work tomorrow. “I am
feeling comparatively well now,”
he added.

He said he would address the
annual general meeting of the
Merchants’ Chamber of Com-
merce on Monday. He will also at-
tend office at Writers’ Buildings.

Chowdhury, who was served
the notice at the party office yes-
terday, left for Katwa this morn-
ing. The party has already cen-
sured Chakraborty and
Putatunda.

CPM hardliners feel that
Chakraborty’s recent comments
and public appearances are
more harmful than that of
Chowdhury:.

Hardliners like Benoy Konar

e 1y

uprt
have criticised Chakkabopty for
addressing Mamata BaTierjee as

“sister”. However, an undaunted
Chakraborty, told a party meet-
ing: “If a woman can accept me as
dada, what is wrong with my
addressing her as my younger
sister?”

Chakraborty has also tried
to prevail upon the hardliners
not to press ahead with a rail roko
innorth Bengal to protest the Cen-
tre’s apathy to the districts there.

Chakraborty reportedly urged
party leaders not to launch any
programme against Mamata, who
heads-the railway ministry, say-
ing that it may boomerang on the
CPM.

Mamata is scheduled to visit
north Bengal to track the progr-
ess of railway projects. Chakra-
borty has accepted Mamata’s invi-
tation to accompany her, sparking
another round of protests by his
detractors.

On Sunday, Chakraborty par-
ticipated along with Mamata in a
procession to mark Guru Govind
Singh’s birth anniversary.
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CPI M yet to receive EC’s notice

HT Correspondent “”f
New Delhi, January 12
THE CPI-M has not yet receiveg
any show-cause notice from th

Election Commission questioning
its status as a national party follow-
ing its performance in the recent
Lok Sabha and Assembly election.

But with the Left party overtly
tailing to meet the test of the exist-
ing rules, the CPI-M is beginning
to go into the rationale rather than
the yardstick of numbers and per-
centages that qualify a political
group as a national party.
Alongwith this, it is also beginning
to raise questions about the incom-
" pleteness of the whole electoral
exercise.

“We are the third biggest politi-
cal formation in Parliament. We
are heading three State govern-
ments. If we do not qualify to be
recognised as a national party,
then who else will qualify?” asked
CPI-M general secretary
Harkishan Singh Surjeet. The
party has 33 members in the Lok
Sabha and another 15 in the Rajya
Sabha and leads the governments
in West Bengal, Tfipura and
Kerala.

Refusing to comment on reports
that the party would stand to lose
its status as a national party follow-

ing its poor performance in the
recent Assembly elections in
Andhra Pradesh, Mr Surjeet mere-
ly maintained that the party would
thoroughly examine the issue when
it gets a notice from the Election
Commission. “We have not
received any notice as yet,” he said.

Although Mr Surjeet declined to
comment whether he found the
existing system of categorising par-
ties lop-sided, he referred to “vari-
ous aspects” that put a State with

Recognition as a

national party
L]

one Lok Sabha constituency at par
with one which has over 50.

Seen as an indication that the
CPI-M  would urge the
Commission to put things on an
even keel by weaving in additional
criteria when it is served such a
notice, party sources have also
been pointing out to the fact that
the rules took into consideration
the entire span of general elections
that covers both the Parliamentary
and the Assembly polls. In this
case, they maintain, Assembly
electiorts have been held in only a
few States, with several States still
to go to the polls.

———
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For the moment, the party
appears to be banking on the
putting across the "illogic" inherent
in the situation and on the fact that
any step towards scaling down
recognition would be a long-drawn
and time-consuming effort by
which time, it hopes to recoup
some of its losses. In fact, it would
seem to be approaching the forth-
coming Assembly elections in
Bihar with this factor also in mind.

Rules stipulate that to qualify for
recognition as a national party, a
political formation should fulfil at
least one of the three main criteri-
on set out in at least four States
across the country. It should either
have one representative in the Lok
Sabha for every 25 MPs of that
House or one legislator for every
30 MLAs in a particular State
Assembly or it should have polled
six per cent of the valid votes
polled in the last election in the
State to the Lok Sabha or the
Assembly.

The CPI-M meets this stipulation
in Kerala, West Bengal and
Tripura. It met them in Andhra
Pradesh too prior to the 1999
Parliamentary and Assembly elec-
tions there. Its representation
slumped from 15 MLAs in the out-
going Assembly to one and its vote
share dipped from 2.89 to 1.45.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, Jan. 14. — Mr
Subhas Chakraborty today
hinted that CPI-M liberals
would wait till party pro-
grammes are revised before
taking any decision on their
future course of action.

He gave no indication, howev-

er, of backing out of the party
revolt he has been spearhead-
ing.
“We will have to see how far
the programmes are changed.
Let the programmes be updat-
ed and we will comment after
that,” Mr Chakraborty said. “A
clear picture is expected to
emerge by May”.

The transport minister’s
statement comes on the day his
party politburo began a three-
day session to finalise the draft
for updating programmes for-
mulated in 1964. The rebels
have apparently acceded to
pleas for patience from Mr
dJyoti Basu and Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet, allowing polit-
buro liberals a chance to push
through a drastic overhaul of
party programmes.

Would the inner party democ-
racy he has been seeking come
from changing party pro-
grammes?

If programmes are truly
changed in tune with needs of
the hour, it could help create a
democratic environment in the
CPI-M, Mr Chakraborty
! replied. “However, we will have
| to see what exactly our leaders

-l number had been noted

SURJEET CAR HIT

CALCUTTA, Jan. 14. —
Police barred cars from park-
ing on either side of AJC
Bose Road near Mullick
Bazar after a stolen Maruti
hit Mr Harkishan Singh
Surjeet’s car there this eve-
ning.

The Maruti sped away from
Mr Surjeet’s convoy after the
accident, but not before its

down. Kareya police records
showed the car was stolen
from a businessman a year
ago.

Meanwhile, traffic police
towed away some parked
cars from Mullick Bazar to
Park Street police station,
angering Mullick Bazar busi-
nessmen who blocked the
road for more than an hour.
Mr Surjeet, CPI-M general
secretary, is in the city for
the pasrty politburo meeting.

N

do in this regard”.

Mr Chakraborty today repeat-
ed his demand for democracy
in the party.

“Everybody in the world is in
favour of democracy. One
should not forget that we took
part in the anti-autocratic
struggle during the
Emergency. No system can sur-
vive by ignoring democracy”.

Asked about.his recent charge

on Doordarshan —-that some

" CPM rehels to
< hold back
h till May

party leaders were responsible
for the CPI-M’s present state,
and that many capable com-
rades had been denied their
due status — Mr Chakraborty
said he stood by his comments.
What he had said was for the
good of the party. The CPI-M
hierarchy today was dictated
by “principles of the snakes
and ladders game.”

It is learnt that Mr Basu and
Mr Surjeet have launched a
desperate effort to change
party programmes to the satis-
faction of the rebels so that an
organisational crisis can be
avoided.

A senior politburo member |

reportedly opined today that
things would not have come to
such a pass had the party
updated its programme earlier.
Had it done so, the organisa-
tional crisis over the con-
tentious issue of participation
in government in May 1996
could have been averted as
well, he is learnt to have said.

One of the politburo mem-
bers, Mr Sitaram Yechuri, how-
ever, contested the rebel charge
on the lack of democracy in the
CPI-M.

Theirs was a truly democratic
party, he told reporters at
Alimuddin Street during the
politburo meeting recess, guid-
ed by the principles of democ-
ratic centralism.

On the dissidence in West
Bengal, Mr Yechuri said that in
case there was any dissent, the
state unit would deal with it.

!
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~ Basu f(?ftall§s with rebels

SUMIT SEN
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

VAL
< U\

CALCUTTA, Jan. 15. — Mr Jyoti Basy and a
few other CPI-M leaders reportedly favo&r talks
with party rebels, who today asked that the
party constitution too be changed, after the
polithuro session.

Mr Basu, who seems generally sympathetic to
the rebels, believes a patient hearing and
prompt steps to redress some of their main
grievances can go a long way in soothing them
down.

The talks, the chief minister reportedly thinks,
should come before next month’s central commit-
tee meeting, which the rebels plan to rock with
their complaints unless the leadership extends
an olive branch by then. Liberal leaders — Mr
Subhas Chakraborty, Mr Somnath Chatterjee
and a host of MPs — are already in close touch
with like-minded leaders from several other

THE STATESMAN
16 JAN 20D

states.
But the suggestion of talks with the dissidents
faces strong opposition from hardliners who

* believe any such move can only harm the party.

The decision has been left to Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet.

What would he do if some politburo members
indeed ask to meet him, Mr Chakraborty was
asked today. He preferred to reply in a lighter
vein,

“I shall be obliged if they do. But they are high-
ly respected people, and I can’t imagine why
they should like to meet a person like me. But of
course I shall meet them, if I am asked to.”

For now, he would meet Mr Surjeet before the
general secretary leaves for Delhi tomorrow. He
would tell Mr Surjeet about the liberals’ griev-
ances and how they are being “harassed” by the
state unit’s “vindictive” hardliners, sources said.

u See REBELS: page 5 ‘
TR

) N 7
(Continued from page 1)\
n

A\

‘Change constitution &o\: 1

. Delhi, fellow libera]l Mr
Saifuddin Chowdhury raised
the pressure on the hawks,
saying changing the “party
programmes” isn't enough. The
CPI-M can have a democratic
environment only if it changes
its constitution too — and
gives members rights that are
noy throttled in the name of
dgmocratic centralism.
/Another thing that should go

/1s the phrase “dictatorship of
the proletariat®, for this often
turns out to mean dictatorship
by a group of party leaders,

* Mr Chowdhury told
The Statesman. :

He said he would reply to the
state committee’s show-cause
notice on 23 January.

At today’s meeting, the polit-
buro criticised the Centre for
slashing the interest rates on
public provident funds and
small savings schemes. It said
the measure is “anti-people”,

In another statement, the
politburo condemned the Uttar
Pradesh government’s “repres-
sive measures” aimed at
breaking the strike by its elec-
tricity board staff.

J———
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7 Salfuddln sends In

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE [7 )

CALCUTTA, Jan. 23. — CPI-M
rebel leader Mr Saifuddin
Chowdhury today kept his date
with Alimuddin Street’s show-
cause deadline, but preferred
to send in his reply through an
emissary rather than handing
it over himself.

When contacted, he refused to
divulge the text of his letter.
! But insiders say, in his reply,
Mr Chowdhury stood by his arg-
uments for democracy within
the organisation and sweeping
changes in “party programmes”.

In the carefully drafted letter,
he also sought clarifications to
certain questions from the
party leadership. On the state
unit’s anger for talking to the
Press, Mr Chowdhury has
pointed out how some hardline

letter after al meeting with col-
leagues — Mr Subhas Cha-
kraborty, Mr Samir Putatunda,
Mr Gautam Deb and Mr Tarit
Topdar — at Salt Lake’s Raj-
arhat township project office.
The party state committee
had served Mr Chowdhury a
show-cause notice, taking exce-
ption to his recent Press inter-
views in which he voiced the li-
beral camp’s demand for “inner-
party democracy” and drastic
changes in party programmes.
The CPI-M state secretariat
will meet shortly to decide on
Mr Chowdhury’s fate based on
his reply. The decision to show-
cause the rebel leader was
taken at the state committee
meeting on 31 December.

leaders h so attacke the
liberals in the media.
He finalisdqd the draft of the
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arty state secretary Mr Anil
Biswas has already made it
clear that the leadership would
take the decision at the state
secretariat meeting. The mat-
ter will not be referred to the
state committee, he clarified.

The liberal camp wants to
press for “suitable changes” in
the party constitution, particu-
larly the clause relating to
expelling a member without
giving him an opportunity to
defend himself.

Liberal leaders, still sore over
the earlier expulsion of Mr
Nepaldev Bhattacharya with-
out being given an opportunity
to defend himself, are expected
to meet Mr Jyoti Basu seeking
his rehabilitation in the party.

B Liberals lash out at
Yechuri, Biman: page 3



