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New De|hi,pﬁ?uﬁst 14 HIGHLIGHTS
Rewrite faws to pave way for deterrent
RESIDENT K.R. punishment for crimes against women,
PNarayanan today * Decentralise financial and administrativel
exhorted the people to  powers to panchayats to strengthen

speak out against crimes and
violence of all kinds at every
sotial and political level in
the face of an “unholy
alliance between criminals,
politicians and important
people in society.”

Calling upon the civil soci-
ety and the lawful govern-
ment to assert their authority
and primacy over the “dare-
devil heroes of crime and
banditry”, the President in
his address to the nation on
the eve of the 53rd anniver-
sary of Independence, bemoaned the prevailing ten-
dency to romanticise these “criminals”.

Taking a dig at the media, the President said that
criminals were being glamourised and treated as if
they were the new heroes of our society.

Without naming Pakistan, the President reiterated
India’s commitment to be friends and live in peaceful
co-existence with all nations of the world, more espe-
cially with our neighbours. He, however, hastened to
add that the country will have to be prepared to
defend the unity and integrity of the nation and the
safety and prosperity of its people.

and political leve!.

such as child marriages.

democracy at the grassroots.

® Assert authority and primacy over
dare-devil heroes of crime and banditry.

* Initiate literacy campaighs for the emancipation of women,
especially through NGOs and other voluntary groups.

* Speak against crimes and violence at every social

* Avoid publicity to criminals and others involved in crimes
* Give a serious thought to problems such as poverty,

ignorance,disease and superstition notwithstanding an
impressive catalogue of national achievements. L

As regards India's time-
tested policy of non-align-
ment and peaccful co-exis-
tence, he asserted that as
formulated by our wise
leaders, it had performed a
historic role by showing the
world a way out of the
nightmare of the cold war.
“Basically.  we  have
adhered to that approach
and to that policy,” he said.

Dwelling at length on
India’s impressive achieve-
ments in spite of many
shortcomings, Mr
Narayanan, however.
expressed concern at the
growing crimes against
women and resurgence of
old superstitions and out-
moded social practices such as child marriage.

“There are dark clouds of prejudice and callous
unconcern hanging over our society with regard to the
problems of rape and atrocitics on women,” the
President noted while calling upon the law-makers to
rewrite laws to pave a way for deterrent punishment
for such crimes. Applauding India’s enviable industri-
al growth as one the fast growing economigs of the
world, Mr Narayanan simultaneously made a pointed
reference to the lingering feeling nursed by the com-
mon man and woman that they had “yet to taste the
fruits of Independence”.
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/ " Narayanan, Chirac to e

w

cvwork for multi-faceted ties

3(\“ By K. K. Katyal

PARIS, APRIL 17. The President, Mr.
K. R. Narayanan's 70-minute
meeting today with his French
counterpart, Mr. Jacques Chirac
— highlight of the visit here —
climaxed, as was expected, the
positive signals that had emanat-
ed in the bilateral field in the last
two years. They resolved to work
for multi-faceted relationship,
particularly favouring high pri-
ority to cooperation in economic
matters like trade and invest-
ment, as also to the task of build-
ing on the commonalities,
evident from the on-going strate-
gic dialogue, and contacts at oth-
er levels. The two Presidents took
a highly optimistic view of the fu-
ture of bilateral ties.

Their discussions followed the
normal format, covering bilater-
al regional and global matters.
But the identity of views in most
cases and the understanding
shown of each other’s positions
distinguished it from similar ex-
ercises elsewhere in the past.

The Foreign Secretary, Mr. La-
lit Man Singh, described the dis-
cussions as “very friendly, warm
and intensive.” Mr Chirac, ac-
cording to him, reiterated the
special nature of bilateral rela-
tions, of which 1999 was the high
point. The discussions of the two
Presidents reflected identity of
views on the importance of mul-
tipolarity and steps to counter
terrorism. India commended the
French stand at G-8 meetings,
with Mr Chirac emphasising his
disapproval of the sanctions. He,

however, called for India’s ad-.

herence to the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

The President’s visit stirred in-
terest in India — and in his per-
son — though a headline here or

The French President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, receiving the
President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, at the Elysee Palace in Paris
on Monday. — PTI

a despatch there had an element

of cheesiness. “An untouchable
at the Elysee Palace” said the
headline of Le Figaro, though the
story contained only a brief ref-
erence to this point. A despatch
by the paper’s New Delhi corre-
spondent — “by our special en-
voy to Delhi,” began thus “A rare
event today in the Elysee proto-
col: Jacques Chirac will shake
hands with an untouchable, the
President of India”. The follow-
ing sentence balanced it —
“However Kocheril Narayanan
can feel at ease: another famous
untouchable, a prophet of the
emancipation of the “lower
classes had the same motto: ‘lib-
erty, equality and fraternity.””
The writer did not want Mr. Na-
rayanan’s rise to leave any illu-
sions as “the 150 million Indian
untouchables are as far from

[

[

power as ever, in spite of marked
successes by the parties fighting
for them and the presence of one
of them in the Government.”

Some among the Indian dele-
gation tended to get dispropor-
tionately excited, while others
were for ignoring it.

The accounts of the meeting
between the two Presidents
showed that press accounts, at
times, could not be anywhere
near the actual development or
its spirit. The tenor of the discu
sions was totally different — put-
posive, and of course, marked by
warmth and cordiality — in the
same way as was the case two
years ago when the ‘“‘untouch-
able” President talked to Mr.
Chirac in New Delhi and hosted a
banquet in Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Banguet speech: Page 14




™ The President’s Speeches 74

HE Prime Minister, Atal By AG NOG S
I Behari Vajpayee, adroitly Narayan?gﬁﬁ'm%gg%ea

g and sensibly denied, on
24 March, that President KR
Narayanan’s speech, on 21
March at the banquet in hon-
our of President Bill Clinton,
reflected differences of opinion
on India’s foreign policy. The
considerations which moved
the PM to deny the obvious are
sound and equally obvious.
But, the admitted difference in
articulation and style raises a
vital constitutional question
which brooks no evasion. Is it
open to the President of India
to speak as he did on issues of
foreign policy on his own, not
only without the advice of the
Council of Ministers but in

Pakistan as having b.e.ezl
«carved out of our;body—polltlc .
Krishna Menon would pot have

ris a lawyer and
on: current

The autho
commentator
-affairs. S -
There can be no minimising
the gravity of the incident. If.
the President can indulge him-
self thus on what was essen-
tially a goodwill visit by a
President whose shelf-life had -
diminished, if not expired,
what is there to prevent him or
a successor from delivering a
diatribe to a foreign dignitary
who comes here for serious,
gsensitive business; e.g, to nego-

tone and terms contrary to the i{iste an accord on a long-fester-

policies it has pursued and
publicly projected? ,
In doing so, he has |
disregarded the'!
established, incon- |
testable practice and !
conventions on the i
subject that have |
bound heads of)]
State in parliamen- |
tary democracies for |
at least a century, if
not longer. ;

The issue is not|
whether the policy. /2~ /¢
of the government of L U
India towards the |
United States is!
sound or whether
President Nara-
yanan’s words were
sagacious. The sole
issue is the President’s right,
under our Constitution, to
speak publicly, or even in pri-
vate, to the representative of a
foreign government without
the “aid and advice” of his
Council of Ministers.

MINISTRY

it is offered in such cases by
the PM or the Minister for
External Affairs; generally
through the Ministry which
used to vet such speeches.

That the Prime Minister him-
self had, in his own manner,
responded to President Clin-
ton’s characterisation of the
sub-continent as being “the
most dangerous place in the
world today” only aggravates
President Narayanan'’s lapse as
do his use of intemperate lan-
guage. He said reproachfully:
“These alarmist descriptions

will only encourage those who .

want to break the peace and
indulge in terrorism and vio-
lence.” He did not stop at that.
Narayanan revived the jargon
of the Cold War and the United
States’ failures “in appreciating
India’s policy of non-alignment.
The mindset of the Cold War
has perhaps not entirely disap-
peared. Vestiges of the Cold
War strategies still return to
haunt the world”. On 21
February 1999 the PM made a
point of going to the Minar-e-
Pakistan in Lahore, where the
Pakistan Resolution was adopt-
ed on 23 March 1940, to reas-
sure Pakistan of India’s accep-
tance of the partition in 1947.
On 21 March 2000, President

. |decisively atow, quite irrespec-
itive of one’s considerable
espectand admiration for,
President Narayanan. He has

ing dispute? o K
This is a constitutional issue

must be faced and resolved

rendered the nation high ser

f
{

as President Rajendra Prasad’s

‘famous speech on the Presi-:
dent’s powers, at the Indian|

___Law Institute on 28 November

1960. Transgressions will only
undermine his capacity to exert
: himself as constitutional head
to check transgressions to the
° government. .

PRACTICE

| According to a responsible

' correspondent, it was during '
President Shankar Dayal:

Sharma’s tenure in office that
the old practice of the Ministry
of External Affairs vetting the

~ President’s banquet speeches '
was abandoned. It was a grave

-mistake which invites correc-

‘tion, speedily and decisively; if .

need be, by a formal resolution
.of the Council of Ministers.
' For, the innovation is subver-
sive of the fundamentals of
parliamentary democracy.
Such transgression can spread
to pronouncements on domestic

: policy. Where is the line to be
drawn?

Authorities on constitutional
law of high eminence have pro-
nounced on those fundamen-
tals in the clearest terms. One
of the greatest constitutional
lawyers ever — and a Sanskrit
scholar as well — Sir Arthur
Berriedale Keith's observations
are so cogent and clear as to
merit quotation in extenso.
“The rule that the Crown shall
not comment on public affairs
contrary to the views of the
ministry applies strictly to pub-

of prime importance which ;

vice. But even those, like thisg”
writer, who saw nothing wrong
‘in his speech on 27 January
42000, on the moves to review
the: Constitution, find his
remarks on 21 March to be
s grossly improper. That speech#
was in the same vein and spirit;

lic comments, apd clearly
demands prudence §ind caution
I in regard to privatg observa-
:tions. The Queen (Viktoria) was'
i early reminded by §ir R Peel
t that comments on official mat-
[ ters, such as issues hffecting:
.the government of India,,
" should be made not in her pri-
! vate correspondence with the
! Governor-General but through
her servants; but she naturally
* did not discontinue her habit of
. correspondence. At times she
idecidedly ran serious risks
‘through lack of discretion and
received a distinct rebuke from
Lord Palmerston regarding her;
views on Denmark and Ger-
many in 1864, which had.
leaked out, no doubt through,
her entourage.”

Citing other such “indiscre-
-———— tions”, Keith re-
marked: “THe essen-
tial thing, Bowever,
which Queén Victo-
ria failed to recog-
nise is the necessity
for the sovereign to
| cooperate with min-
isters so long as
they remain in
office. The reason
for the duty is sim-
ple; but the Queen
never appreciated it.
The objection arises
simply because min-
isters are the chosen
representatives of
the people and, so
long as they remain
such, in thwarting

them the sovereign is fighting,

i not the ministers as individu-
jals, but the public will, to
.which as a constitutional
, monarch she is bound to give
effect.”

INDISCRETIONS

A

his classic The King and the
t Imperial Crown. Queen Victo-
ria limited her pronouncements
to indiscretions in private. She
. did not speak in the same man-
ner at banquets. The speech to
Parliament stands on the same
footing. As Sir Ivor Jennings
wrote: “it has been universally
accepted since 1841 as the
statement of ministerial policy,
for which the Sovereign accepts
no personal responsibility”.

THE STATESMAN
9 APR2MD

NARAYANAN'S LAPSE

Indian practice has permitted
successive Presidents to ex-
press personal concerns in
Republic Day broadcasts to the
nation; and rightly so. How-
ever, President S Radhakrish-
nan’s speech on Republic Day
1967 was resented by the gov-
ernment because his censures |
of its policies were delivered on :
the eve of the fourth General
Elections.

If abused, even this practice
will undermine the sound equi-
librium between the President, -
as the constitutional head of
state, and the government
which is responsible to"the pop-
ularly elected Lok Sabha.
Keith’s statement of the law
shows that a President who
speaks on foreign policy in pub-
lic in effect thwarts “the public
will”. He puts forth his own
alternative foreign policy. As !
Dean Acheson, one of the US’s :
great secretaries of state point- °
ed out: “Speech-writing is often
where policy is made, regard- |
less of where it is supposed to
be made.” On foreign policy the

‘style reflects the substance.

This was written in 1936 in -
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South Africa and by the Govern-
ment there.” _

The first President had made no
secret about his differences with
Nehru on the treaty with China. But
e sought his advice op whether he
should accede to the request by
Sanskrit scholar .- Rahul
Sankrityayan, who was collecting
valuable manuscripts from Tibet
and China, and had requested
Prasad for an introduction to Mao
Tse Tung. Nehru advised against it.
Prasad wrote back toNehny, “Tun- .

* derstand the situation and will write
to him that it would not be right for
me togive any introduction.”

No PM and President probably
had such major differences as did
Nehru and Rajendra Prasad
(though Zail Singh had also threat-
ened to dismiss Rajiv Gandhi).
One was an avowed socialist, the
other a conservative. But Nehru
and Prasad. also had immense
warmth and respect for each other,”
nurtured through the freedom
movement. If one was tempera-
mentally gentle and accommoda-
tive, the other was a stickler for
constitutional propriety.

" The Prime Minister-President
-relationship is a unique one in
democracy, requiring an under-
“standing of institutional parame-
ters, mutual respect, humility and a
habit of working together in the
‘midst of differences which are
. bound to be there. . '

The problem dogging Nara-
yanan and Vajpayee — both be-
long to the old schoot and both
have a respect for institutions — is

not their different approaches tp~
issues. It is the lack of commyaiCa-
tionbetweenthem.
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i By Alok Mukheriee‘“
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| NEW DELHI, MARCH 13. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today reserved comment
on the reported criticism by the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh of
the Government’s economic pol-
icies, saying ‘1 will make the final
comment only after going
through the full statement.” Talk-
ing to newspersons on board his
aircraft last night on return from
Mauritius, Mr. Vajpayee said
there seemed to be a difference
between what the new RSS chief,
Mr. K. S. Sudarshan, had said and
what had been reported. “So I
don't think what has been report-
ed is entirely correct,” he added.

Addressing what he called a
“mid-night, mid-air” press con-
ference, Mr. Vajpayee said his re-
lationship with the new RSS chief
would be “very good.” Asked for
comments that the RSS wanted
his economic advisers replaced
with those more tuned to the
Swadeshi concept and the charge
that the Government had aban-
doned Gandhian concepts in its
pursuit of economic liberalisa-
tion, the Prime Minister said the
economic agenda had incorpo-
rated many of Gandhiji’s ideas of
development. However, India
could not stand isolated from
what was happening in the world
and would have to take note of
those factors too. “Whatever we
do will be done keeping the na-
tional interests paramount and
without succumbing to any pres-
supé,” he said .

Asked why he had hit out
against the process of globalisa-
tion during his Mauritius visit,
Mr. Vajpayee clarified that he had
not opposed globalisation per se.
All he had done was to draw at-
tention to some aspects of glob-
alisation which would adversely
impact on the people of the coun-
try. “‘Globalisation has many pos-
itive aspects also and we will trv to

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, talking to
presspersons on board the Air India flight while returning
to India from Mauritius on Sunday. — PTI

take advantage of them,” he said.

Evading a direct response to the
question on whether the Govern-
ment would give in to the pres-
sure from allies on the food and
fertilizer price hikes announced
in the Budget, Mr. Vajpayee just
said “wait till the Finance Bill is
taken up.”

Commenting for the first time
on the recent developments in Bi-
har, Mr. Vajpayee said the failure
on the part of Mr. Nitish Kumar to
prove his majority in the Assemb-
ly was not a set-back for the Na-
tional Democratic  Alliance.
“Where is the set-back. The Gov-
ernor called us based on his wis-
dom and conscience but we could
not prove our strength in the
House. Now another Government
has been sworn in. In a sense, de-
mocracy has triumphed in Bi-
har,” he said.

He also declined comment on

the Governor’s decision to invite
Mr. Nitish Kumar first, but added
that when the former President,
Shankar Dayal Sharma, had
called the BJP to form the Govern-
ment in 1996, similar comments
had been made. “The situation in
Bihar is not too clear,” he said.
Asked whether Ms. Rabri Devi
would be able to provide a stable
Government, the Prime Minister
said ‘““that the Rabri Devi Govern-
ment will be a stable one is diffi-
cult to say.”

On the withdrawal of the con-
troversial order in Gujarat, per-
mitting Government employees
to participate in RSS activities,
Mr. Vajpayee felt it was not a set-
back for the Centre. “It is a matter
of perception. We do not see it as
a set-back to the NDA. On the
question of voting in the Lok Sab-
ha on this issue, the allies were
categorical that they would vote

IHE HINDU
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conomic decisions: PM

with the Government,”’ he added.
Asked why the Gujarat Govern-
ment had withdrawn the order
subsequently, he said it had been
done so as not to destabilise the
country.

On the issue of a possible Cabi-
net expansion, the Prime Minister
said some vacancies had arisen
and these would be filled up soon.
The vacancies resulted from the
resignation of Mr. Nitish Kumar
as the Agriculture Minister, Mr.
Navin Patnaik as the Minister for
Mines and Ms. Uma Bharti as the
Minister of State for Tourism.

Denying any difference of opin-
jon in the BJP’s Uttar Pradesh unit
over the selection of candidates
for the Rajya Sabha elections, he
said the recent Assembly by-elec-
tions there had shown that the
party had improved its strength as
well as its vote share. “The Gov-
ernment there is trying to im-
prove the administration,” he
added in response to a question
about his perception of the func-
tioning of the State Government.

On the coming visit of the U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, the
Prime Minister said “all issues
would be discussed with the spe-
cific objective of improving bilat-
eral relations.”” Asked whether the
U. S. position on Kashmir had
changed, he said, “The U.S. posi-
tion is well known. They term
Kashmir as a disputed territory.
We don't agree. There is no
change in their position as yet,”
he added.

The Prime Minister reiterated
that when Mr. Clinton had called
up to inform about intended hait
in Pakistan, he told him “your de-
cision is a sovereign decision. But
the Pakistan military will use it to
try and legitimise the military re-
gime there. That would not be

good.”
wil PM)W
pressure?: Page 14
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President defends statute review
% G—topteties - T

(
STATESMAN NEWS seRvice 5Y)

NEW DELHI, Feb. 23. — In a
surprising turnaround, the
President today defended the
government’s decision to have
the Constitution reviewed, say-
ing it had become necessary to
examine the experience of the
past 50 years to better achieve
the ideals enshrined in it, with-
out touching its basic features.

Four weeks ago, Mr KR
Narayanan had expressed
reservation over the move. It'd
be better to examine whether
the Constitution had failed the
people or they had failed it, Mr
Narayanan had said.

However, what Mr Narayanan
read out in the Central Hall of
Parliament today was a text
prepared and approved by the
Cabinet. At the function on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee
of the Republic, the speech had
beén’ prepared under his own
supervision. .

Launching the Budget

NEW DELHI, Feb. 23. — The
Centre notified the Consti-
tution Review Commission
late last night, scrambling to
beat the deadline of the
President’s address. Former
Supreme Court Chief Justice,
Mr MN Venkatachaliah, has
been appointed chairman of
the 11-member review panel:
The panel will have its head-
quarters in Delhi and have a
term of one year. — SNS
(Details on page 5)

Session with the traditional
address to a joint sitting of
both Houses, Mr Narayanan,
said the recommendations of

‘the “broad-based” review panel

would be presented before
Parliament “which is the
supreme decision-making body
in Indian democracy.”

As is customary, the
President covered the entire

THE STATESMAN
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gamut of national issues: eco-
nomic affairs, security, the
social sector, foreign relations,
nuclear policy, law and order,
and developmental efforts in
the North East.

The manner in which India
has “zealously preserved
democracy against all odds”
had made the world look to it
with hope and expectation, the
President said. “Our founding
fathers did their duty by giving
is a great Republican
Constitution. It is now our
responsibility to transform our
democracy into an effective
instrument for the economic,

.social and cultural develop-

ment of every Indian.

He hailed the virtues of the
Constitution, saying it “has
served us well”. Mr Narayanan
assured its basic structures
and salient features would be
kept inviolate.

Turning to ather issues, the

B See PRESIDENT: page 8

PRESIDENT:

(Continued from pagel)

President said wiping out mass
poverty, illiteracy and assuring
basic minimum service to the
poor should be the nations’ pri-
ority. And for that, the eco-
nomic reforms set rolling a
decade ago would have to be
accelerated. They would be
comprehensive, with special
emphasis on infrastructure
development.

Moving on to some specifics,
he said employment schemes
would be vigorously imple-
mented in rural areas. The
government will soon set up a
National Commission on
Children to coordinate official
and non-governmental action,
and start a scheme to ensure
that every child in the age
group 6-14 years went to
school.

A national policy on empow-
erment of women and another
on older persons were also on
the cards, Mr Narayanan said.

The only jarring moments
during the President’s address
came when Shiv Sena mem-
bers displayed saffron banners
and cried themselves hoarse
demanding restoration of Mr
Bal Thackeray’s voting rights.

|



BJP takes oh President

(\ \/
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 5 \ \ Q&

NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. — After the RSS ryouth-
piece, Organiser, it is the BJP’s turn to take on
the President, Mr KR Narayanan, on the issue of
review of the Constitution.

The party’s mouthpiece, BJP Today, has come
down heavily on the.President and virtually
accused him of working on behalf of the
Congress. The article authored by “Vidur,”
referred to the President’s speech on the
eve of Republic Day.

The article stated: “The Rashtrapati implicitly
condemned the Congress, especially when he
' said the Constitution has not failed us but we
i have failed the Constitution.”

It then takes a dig at the President. “It so
happens that of the 52 years since
Independence, the Congress has ruled India for
45 years. The word ‘We’ would be mainly
Congressmen. He (Mr Narayanan) himself was
one of them. For many years, he was also a

minister. It is, therefore, difficult to believe
that the Rashtrapati.would admonish the
Congress so harshly. More so when one finds
that led by its spokesman, Ajit Jogi, the grand
old party confirmed that its views are the same
as those of the President.”

It then talked about the President’s role
before and after the collapse of the 13-month
BJP rule.

On giving the Congress chief, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, time to form an alternative government
the article asked: “Most people were surprised as
to why the Rashtrapati gave her more time, as it.
were, to cajole more MPs.”

The article said: “Little wonder that he was
widely perceived as partial. The lamp of
Congress was evidently burning in his heart.” |

The article then added: “May we remind the
President that the election manifesto of the BJP-
led National Democratic Alliance promised a
review of the Constitution. People of India gave
a clear majority to the NDA.”

THE STATESMAN
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Gujarat order:

RSS questioné/

President’s

Shekhar lyer 1%
New Delhi, February 9 H v ,

| VEN BEFORE Prime
Elx\"ﬁnister Atal  Behari

ajpayee's reply to
President K R Narayanan's query
on Gujarat's order allowing
Government employees to join the
RSS has reached the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, the Sangh leadership has
decided to question the President's
role in the controversy.

With the Prime Minister defend-
ing the RSS and Home Minister L
K Advani saying that the Centre
would review the ban on its
employees joining the Sangh, the
RSS leaders appear to be pleased
as Punch.

Consequently, for the first time
since the Vajpayee Government
returned to power
last year, a bon-
homie between the
Sangh and BJP
leaders appears to
be on the cards,
even though the stir
over Deepa Mehta's
Water had sent con-
flicting signals.

The RSS mouth-
piece, Organiser,
has said in its edito-
rial that President
Narayanan should
not have joined a

the PM

the RSS.

’ 1
DMK’s U-turn zé}sgvernment

CAUGHT ON the wrong
foot on Tuesday on the
issue of government ser-
vants being members of
the RSS, Chief Minister
Karunanidhi today quick-
ly backtracked and urged
to dissuade
Gujarat and UP govern-
ments from allowing gov-
ernment servants to join

Detalled report on page 11

role
Presider!tow Mtraying a

"soft corner” for the party to which
he once belopged, the RSS mouth-
piece said. Ijast year too, it said,
the Presidenf had sought clarifica-
tions from § Minister about the
telecom policy. "Then too it was
the Congress that was leading the
campaign against the telecom poli-
cy." According to the RSS journal,
this was the second time in less
than a month that the President
had acted in a manner which
showed him in a role opposed to
the Government of the day.

"The President is a learned man.
Nobody accuses him of being igno-
rant of the law of the land or of
partisan behaviour. Yet, there is a
strong opinion that the President
should not have joined a political
issue,” it said.

The  Organiser
said  the

seemed to ?(
taken a clear §fand
on the validity of
the Gujarat
Government's
order. "The Prime
Minister  himself
has said that the
RSS is not a politi-
cal party and that
the ban on the par-
ticipation of
Government

political issue con-
cerning the lifting of
the ban on Government employ-
ees' participation in the Sangh,
especially on a memorandum from
the Opposition.

It said in its issue to hit the stands
on February 13 that the President's
missive to the Prime Minister was

intriguing.
However, it described the
Congress and Left campaign

against the Gujarat Government's
move as understandable in view of
the Assembly polls.

The Organiser said the President
had bypassed the usual practice by
seeking certain clarifications from
the Government while forwarding
to the Prime Minister's Office a
memorandum from the Congress.

By making queries on the
Congress  memoranda, the

employees in its
activities is not sus-
tainable.”
Water: On the controversy over the
making of Deepa Mehta's film
Water, the Organiser attempted to
show that the RSS leadership was
a disinterested party.
It said, "Certain persons with vest-
ed interests have incited a section
of locals, causing damage to a por-
tion of the film unit. To compound
the confusion, the archaic rules of
the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry, the shoddy manner of the
authorities in dealing with the local
situation and the insensitivity of
everyone concerned have aggra-
vated the situation resulting in a
bad all round."

It said the filmmaker had even

revised the controversial script to
avoid any ambigyity"

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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President seeks

67\

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — The President has
sought legal opinion on the Uttar Pradesh
Regulation of Public Religious Buildings
and Places Bill, 2000, officials said.

The Bill was sent to him for assent by the
Governor, Mr Suraj Bhan, as its legislation
involves four Central Acts — CrPC,
Religious Endowment Act, Waqf Act and
the Transfer of Property Act.

The Bill, which intends to regulate reli-
gious institutions, has become controver-
sial after the Opposition and some minori-
ty leaders charged that “provisions in it
violated fundamental rights”.

They fear that once it becomes law the
government would target “minority reli-
gious institutions, particularly Madrasas,
in the garb of measures against subversive
activities”.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

e BJP, however, claims there is
“no hidden agenda in bringing in this
legislation”.

A BJP leader said the Bill
was modelled on Acts prevailing in
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. “Since
the President had no objection in giving
consent to those Bills, he should not sit
over this legislation only because it is
being brought in by the BJP-led govern-
ment,” he asserted.

Party leaders charged the President with
“harassing the government”. A senior
leader said: “Not that we don’t respect the
President and the institution, but at times
Mr Narayanan acts like a Congress
President.” ‘

A Rashtrapati Bhavan spokesman, mean-
while, said the President had forwarded to
the government a memoranda on the
Gujarat government’s order lifting a ban
on employees joining the RSS. The memo-

vice on religious Bill

randa was submitted by the Congress and
other Opposition parties.

In his covering letter, the President is
reported to have posed some specific
queries on the Centre’s role in the Gujarat
government’s decision. The Central Civil
Service (conduct) Rules, 1964, prohibit gov-
ernment servants from joining any politi-
cal party or organisation which takes part
in politics, subscribes in aid of or assists in
any other manner any political movement
or activity.

Trouble over review of the Constitution

also doesn’t seem to be over for the govern-
ment as the Congress thinktank is plan-
ning to approach Mr KR Narayanan over
the “question of (the Constitution’s) basic
structure”.
Cong hails Narayanan: The Congress
has “welcomed” the President’s decision to
seek clarification on the Gujarat govern-
ment’s order.
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can decide statute ‘fz(llure/’./ Party

BJP finds ace in

President sleeve

Ya!
FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 29: The BJP-
led government today turned
the President’s argument on
statute review to its advan-
tage, saying that only a fresh
look could answer his ques-
tion whether it was the “Con-
stitution that has failed us or
it is we who have failed the
Constitution”.

Taking up the cudgels for the
government, Union minister
Shanta Kumar argued that a re-
view was the “best way” to ad-
dress this “very important
issue”. :

At anews conference in Jalan-
dhar, he said: “The query posed by
President K.R. Narayanan is a
very important issue and no sin-
gle individual can answer it. Only
a panel set up to study the Consti-
tation, its functioning etc, as pro-
posed in the agenda of national
governance, can clinch the issue.”

Strongly advocating the presi-
dential form of government,
Kumar said he believed it was the
best bet for India. “I have been
chief minister of Himachal
Pradesh twice and my experience
is that the political system has
failed in parliamentary democra-
cy. We badly need a presidential
system of, government,” he said.

The ruling BJP worded its de-
fence of the review decision in
“patriotic” idiom.

In a reference to Narayanan’s
comment, BJP spokesman Venka-
iah Naidu said the “we” in the
President’s question did not mean
the common people but the rulers
of the country.

Naidu said: “It ought to be a
matter of deep concern for every

that even after 53
years of freedpm and 50 years of
the Republic, the fruits of devel-
opment have still not reached a
majority of our countrymen. Po-
litical democracy rings hollow
without economic freedom and
social justice. Power is still con-
centrated at the Centre, and there
has been insufficient decentrali-
sation at the grassroots.”

In a bid to allay suspicion that
the review would conceal a Hin-
dutva agenda, the BJP leader
claimed the main purpose was to
make the Constitution an “effec-
tive instrument for speeding up
socio-economic development”, in-
creasing stability of governments
and giving greater powers to
states and local bodies.

Targeting the biggest Opposi-
tion party, Naidu said if anyone
had failed the Constitution it was
the Congress, as the BJP had been
in power for less than two years.
“It is the Congress party that has
failed the Constitution with its in-
ability to translate the noble
ideals in the Preamble into reali-
ty,” he said.

He also attacked the Left for its
anti-review stand, saying it
“reeks of hypocrisy”.

Panel search

New Delhi, Jan. 29 (PTI): former
Chief Justice of India M.N.
Venkatachaliah is among the se-
lect few sounded to head the
Constitution review panel, law
ministry sources said tonight.
Venkatachaliah, whose term
as NHRC chairman expired re-
cently, and the others ap-
proached are yet to give their
consent to head the committee.

“The communists have always
dubbed the Constitution as the
Constitution of the bourgeoisie. -
Their pompous talk of bringing
about a people’s democratic revo-
lution (in the case of the CPM) or
a national democratic revolution
(in the case of the CPI) is prem-
ised on the belief that the present
‘bourgeois Constitution’ needs to
be overturned,” said Naidu.

He sought refuge in the Consti-
tution itself to justify the need to
review it. Quoting Ambedkar, he
said those who had drafted the
statute had “refrained from put--
ting a seal of finality and infalli-
bility upon the Constitution” but
had provided a “most facile proce-
dure for amending it”.

He reminded the Congress
that the Constitution had been
amended 79 times mostly by its
own governments. But, he added,
there was no need to be apprehen-
sive since there could be no
change without a review.

“All that the NDA government
is proposing is a comprehensive
review, without in any way seek-
ing to change the basic structure
and the core ideals,” he asserted.

‘What was mooted was a “mere
study and review, based on the
widest possible debate in Parlia-
ment and the country as a whole”.

“Democracy functions
through the will of the people. De-
bates and discussions are an in-
separable part of this function.
Parliament has the power toreject
any amendment,” he said.

Hazy agenda

Even as it mounts a vocal defence
of the statute review, the BJP it-
self is clueless on how specifically
it would want the Constitution
changed.
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/f es, Mr Premgent

hether the Presid! n} has the right to publicly offer
views that are not quite in consonance ith those of
his government has long been a vexed issue land is likely
to remain thus. On the current occasion, though, it does
appear that Mr K R Narayanan is right in voicing appre-
hensions about the proposed review of the Constitution. It
is true that the government is merely suggesting that the
Constitution could do with a fresh look to see whether it
needs to be updated to deal with contemporary realities.
Nevertheless, the context in which the move is mooted
and the absence of any other explicit agenda do indicate
that such a review is to be essentially aimed at legislative-
ly ensuring stability of governments. That, as we have said
in the past, is not as good an idea as it may appear to be.
Clearly, merely discussing whether any changes are
required in the Constitution cannot be exceptionable if it
were no more than just that. However, it would be naive to
see the current suggestion for a review in that light. As
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s speech to the special session of
Parliament made clear, what the government of the day is
really concerned about is the short-lived nature of the last
few governments and Lok Sabhas. While this concern is
likely to be shared by most if not all Indians, the solution
being mooted may be counter-productive. The Indian

far, with 79 amendments testifying to its keeping pace
with the times. This is not to suggest that no further
amendments are, or will be needed. What is not clear is
why the government is seeking an overall review. If sta-
bility is the issue, it must be admitted that Mr Narayanan
is right in suggesting that it is the political leadership
which has failed the Constitution rather than the other
way around. Instability is obviously the result of a situa-
tion in which no single party is able to muster the faith of
a majority of the electorate. That can only be changed
through establishing a track record of performance. The
bottom line in a democracy is the people’s support and
that cannot be won through changes in the statute.//
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Constitution has certainly proved a living document thus
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differ on move”

to Tevie

NEW DELHI: Even as a grateful
nation paid homage to the found-
ing fathers of the Indian constitu-
tion, President K.R. Naraynan and
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee expressed divergent
views on the proposed move to
review the constitution.

Today, when there is so much
talk about reviving the constitu-
tion, or even writing a new one, we
have to consider whether it is the
constitution that has failed us or
whether it is we who have failed
the constitution, Mr Narayanan
said while addressing the function
in the central hall of parliament.

Quoting the president of the
constituent assembly Dr Rajendra
Prasad, Mr Narayanan said the
people who are elected are capa-
ble men of character and integrity.
they should be able to make the
best of a defective constitution. If
they are lacking in these, the con-
stitution cannot help the country.
He added that I believe these are
wise words.

Justifying the move to review
the constitution, Mr Vajpayee said
the people are impatient for faster
socio-economic development. The
country is also faced with the
pressing challenge to quickly
remove regional and social imbal-
ances by re- orienting the develop-
ment process —to benefit the
poorest and the weakest.

He said that was the purpose
for which the commission to
review the constitution was pro-
posed to be set up, adding that the
basic structure and core ideals
would remain inviolate.

. Mr Vajpayee said our constitu-
tion has served the needs of both
India’s diversity and her innate
unity and has strengthened India’s
democratic institutions.

He added that even in the

statui}/

ightiest fort, one has to repair
the parapet from time to time, one
has to clean the moat and check
the bannisters. The same is true
about our constitution. He said
five decades after the adoption of
the constitution, India is faced
with a new situation. The need for
stability, both at the centre and in
the states, has been felt acutely. )

Speaking after the release of a
special commemorative stamp
which depicted cartoonist Ranga’s
drawing of Mahatma Gandhi
wearing a shawl that depicted the
map of the country, vice-president
Krishan Kant referred to the vari-
ous landmarks in the country’s
fight against British rule. After
quoting from a poem by Nazir
Banarasi calling Mahatma Gandhi
‘the old gardener’, Mr Kant said
“let us take the pledge today that
we will never allow this garland of
flowers, strung together by
Gandhiji, to be broken.”

Earlier, Lok Sabha speaker
GM.C. Balayogi said the nation
could not afford to be complacent
and had to face serious challenges
to achieve the kind of socio-eco-
nomic progress that the founding
fathers of the constitution had
envisioned. He said much work
remained to be done to wipe the
tears from every eye although that
the nation had successfully met
the challenge of a viable system of
government. He said there was a
need to work for promoting a way
of life which recognised liberty,
equality and fraternity as the prin-
ciples of life, and bring about
emotional integration of the
diverse people of the country. He
said “striving towards the realisa-
tion of the vision of our founding
fathers is our collective responsi-
bility.” wn
» Different Drumbeats, Page 12
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President smells
a time bomb

5\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 25. —
“Unabashed, vulgar indulgence
in conspicuous consumption”.
That, the head of state believes,
is one of the worst evils bligh-
ting the 50-year-old republic.

Mr KR Narayanan’s Republic
Day eve address — perhaps the
strongest presidential criticism
ever of the decade-old economic
reforms — today contrasted the
India which sips aerated water
with the Bharat where people
depend on muddy ponds and
dirty rivers to quench their
thirst,

Economic inequality is a tick-
ing time bomb that might lead
to social upheaval, the Presi-
dent — who usually drafts his
Independence Day and Repub-
lic Day speeches himself —
warned the nation,

“There is sullen resentment
among the masses against
their condition, often erupting
in violent forms in several
parts of the country... Many a
social upheaval can be traced
to the neglect of the lowest tier
of society, whose discontent
moves towards the path of vio-
lence. Dalits and tribals are the
worst affected by all this.”

The indicators of this yawn-
ing gap between the haves and
have-nots are everywhere.
“Our giant factories rise out of
squalour; our satellites shoot
up from the midst of the hovels
of the poor.”

A decade of liberalisation has

‘Zompletely ignored the poor

nd needy, the President said.
The “three-way fast lane of lib-
eralisation, privatisation and
globalisation” has neglected to
provide “safe pedestrian cross-
ings” for the poor.

The President indicated
another road, one which the
nation must follow to achieve a
more equitable society:

Economic equality can come
only through uniform economic
growth. So far, economic grow-
th “has not been uniform”, he

said, mentioning the great re-
gional and social inequalities,

“We have one of the world’s
largest reservoirs of technical
personnel, but also the world’s
largest number of illiterates;
the world’s largest middle cla-
ss, but also the largest number
of people below the poverty
line, and the largest number of
children suffering from malnu-
trition.”

The President refused to
pulled punches as he painted a
grim picture of the future, and
a present that liberalisation
and free-market economy has
failed to change.

Mr KR Narayanan

He dubbed the status of wo-
men as the greatest national
drawback and the status of the
Dalits as the greatest national
shame.

He regretted that 170 years
after the abolition of sati, the

“infamous practice still man-
ages to raise its head and,
what is worse, even gets explai-
ned away as suicide or saintly
sacrifice. The female half of
Indian population continues to
be regarded as it was in the
18th and 19th centuries.”
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And though untouchability
has been abolished, it survives
as “ingrained attitudes are
nurtured by the caste system”.
The provisions of reservation
“unfulfilled through
bureaucratic and administra-
tive deformation”.

“In parts of rural India, forms
of sadism seem to be earmark-
ed for Dalit women... it has
been extended as one of the
methods of ragging in our elite
colleges and universities.

In this situation, “the old
adage beware of the fury of the
patient man” could be read as
‘beware of the fury of the pati-
ent and long-suffering people’.”

The President’s speech was,

|

however, not a Luddite out-

pouring. Economic growth

must continue, he said, but not |

at the expense of the poor and/

the tribals.

“We cannot and ought not to
halt movement in the trajecto-
ries of our modern progress.
Factories will and must rise,
satellites must and will soar to
the heavens, and dams over
rivers will rise to prevent
floods, generate electricity and
irrigate dry lands for cultiva-
tion. But that should not cause
ecological and environmental
devastation, and the uprooting
of human settlements, especial-
ly of tribals and the poor.”

He suggested older, wiser
ways of protecting the under-

class from the harmful side- |

effects 6f modern technology.
He described ways of rainwa-
ter-harvesting of the last een-
tury and called for a national
effort to improve literacy and
tell the world about population
control and environmental con-
sciousness.

But our society has been mov- ‘

ing in just the opposite direc-
tion and becoming increasingly

insensitive and callous, he:

regretted.

He spoke of the garbage,
including plastic bags, littering
the streets and of pollutmg
vehicle exhausts. /
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