Govt. to cut LPG

u‘ ‘it

kerosene price

Oppn. will be in attack mode during
winter session of Parliamenty-infu-

The Times of India News Service
and PTI

NEW DELHI: Prices of cooking
gas and kerosene are to be
reduced by Rs 10 and Re 1 respec-
tively, according to an official
announcement issued on Sunday.

The decision to partially roll-
back prices of cooking gas and
kerosene was taken at the meeting
of the coordination committee of
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).

NDA convener George
Fernandes told newsmen after the
meeting that minister for petrole-
um and natural gas Ram Naik
would make an announcement in
this regard on Tuesday.

He said the date from which the
new prices would take effect
would be disclosed by the minis-
ter.

The rollback decision comes
following persistent demand
from the Trinamul Congress,
later supported by several other
allies.

The opposition has been clam-
ouring for a full rollback and had
given notice for taking up the issue
during the winter session of
Parliament, beginning on Monday.

Mr Fernandes said that today’s
decision would involve an addi-
tional burden of Rs 139 crore per
month on the oil pool deficit.

Interestingly, the Congress, the
Communist - parties and other
main opposition parties appear to
have agreed on a coordinated
stand against the government
policy and plans in the month-long
winter session of parliament.

If the statements of Congress
president Sonia Gandhi are any
indication, the principal opposi-
tion party will raise disinvestment
in public sector undertakings in a
big way.

Ms Sonia Gandhi has already
written to minister for disinvest-
ment Arun Shourie about her
party’s unhappiness over the pro-
cedure being adopted for selling
the PSUs.

The opposition parties have
charted a long list of issues on
which they want to confront the
government. While disinvestment
of PSUs is one hot issue, the pro-
posed dilution of government
equity in banks and ‘saffronisa-
tion' of education are the other
two.

The government is aware of the
opposition move and plans to take
away some of the heat by propos-
ing to refer the bank equity-dilu-
tion bill to a house committee.

The opposition parties will also
press for the resignations of L.K.
Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi and
Uma Bharati from the Union cab-
inet as they are facing trial in the
Ayodhya demolition case.

Besides, the way the govern-
ment is handling the national
security council, the growing ter-
rorism in Assam, the situation in
Kashmir and the conduct of for-
eign policy are other major points
of the opposition attack. The
Congress is also likely to seek a
debate on the government’s
nuclear policy.

Among the pending govern-
ment business is the controversial
bill to reserve a third of all seats
for women is one of the pending
ones, but there has been no move
among the political parties to
move on it, nor has the govern-
ment taken any initiative on it.
Nor does the issue seem to have
figured in the first lot of subjects
planned to be raised by the oppo-
sition.

A meeting on opposition coor-
dination was held on Sunday at
CPM leader Somnath Chatterjee’s
house.

It was attended, among others,
by Madhavrao Scindia from the
Congress, Janeshwar Mishra
(Samajwadi) and Raghuvansh
Prasad (RJD), besides Left par-
ties’ representatives.

Lok Sabha speaker GM.C.
Balayogi also held his pre-session
meeting with floor leaders of all
parties to decide time allocation
for diverse subjects, and also to
ensure harmonious and effective
functioning of the house. The
meeting agreed to have at least
two call-attention motions each
week.

The meeting also devoted quite
some time to discuss maintenance
of decorum, with everyone mak-
ing the customary promises in this
regard.

Mr Balayogi said he was keen
on keeping the house business
within the regularly scheduled
hours, avoiding extensions of time.

Which isn’t possible unless the
debates procegd” without disrup-
tion.
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Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 1 OCTOBER
HE - GOVERNMENT was
- hopeful that ally Mamata
Banerjee will reverse her
decision to withdraw support to
the ruling NDA, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee said on
Sunday, even as the Trinamul
Congress chief continued to play
her cards close to her chest
despite attempts by PM’s emis-
l; ry George Fernandes to prevail

on her.

Speaking at the BJP national
&xecutive meeting here, Mr
Vajpayee said: “We hope the
Trinamul Congress’ support
will continue.” Contesting Ms
Banerjee charge that the gov-
ernment had not consulted the
allies before effecting the price
hike for petroleum products,
Mr Vajpayee _
held: “She was £
very much pre-
sent at the NDA
meeting where
_the issued was
discussed and §
though she did |
‘express some |

"reservation, §
there was con-
ensus among
he allies that
he hike had to
“rome.” -
“  Meanwhile, |
a section of the |
Congress party —
leaders chose to
fish in the troubled waters of
the NDA by urging Ms Banerjee
to lead a platform of secular
parties in a battle against the
CPI(M) in West Bengal.

While the PM’s emissaries
engaged Ms Banerjee in a discus-
sion to resolve the problem with-
out exacerbating it, BJP MP from
the state and minister of state for
communications Tapan Sikdar
charged the Trinamul leader
with hyping up a “non-issue.”

That the Trinamul chief was
set to extract the most political
mileage from her decision to
withdraw support over the oil
price hike issue despite efforts
by the PM to dissuade her, how-
ever, became clear when she
told reporters after her meeting
with Mr Fernandes and PMO
official Mr  Sudheendra
Kulkarni, both of whom flew to
Calcutta by a special TAF vlane
on Saturday night v & _uas-
‘sions with Ms Banerjee immedi-
ately after the announcemef*

Vajpayee:

that she had expressed the
Trinamul’s viewpoint to the
PM’s emissaries.

“If people’s interests are :

§ says Mamata

hurt, we are also hurt. Our
protest is in the interest of the
people. We can take any deci-
sion in the interest of the peo-
ple,” she asserted.

On his part, Mr Fernandes
also remained tight-lipped on
what transpired at the meeting
with Ms Banerjee and her party
colleague and MoS for external

resigned from the Centre along
with her on Saturday. “T will
apprise the Prime Minister on
the outcome of the talks,” he

said, adding “Mamata is not a

problem for me.”

may be called
for after consul-
tations with the

long meeting on

ing.
chief
S udip

was also pre-
sent.

X Banerjee deci-
Persuasive

by pique over the Centre’s
inability to act against the ruling

Left Front government in West |:

Bengal. e
Ms Banerjee’s persisten
demand for imposition

advantageous to the CPI(M) led
front politically in the run-up to
the assembly elections next year.
Additionally, the Trinamul
chief is understood to be miffed at
the PM’s decision to take aboard
his council of ministers, the sec-
ond MP of his own party from
West Bengal, sidelining her party
which has a strength of nine MPs.
In the face of this, central
minister from the BJP
Tapan Sikdar crmc e
Banerjee sharply in
viewtoa TV channpl

TH& PRI
: special emissary George Fernandes on Sunday went

?oLL FABTNI BIP BEMMES CAUTIOUS AS TBINnMIIl GCONG AlllAHGE IN STATE S {

Cryptlc Mamata keeps govt on tenterhooks

_~/Bye George,

\,

(\/\ \\) o Q Our Calcutta Bureau

CALCUTTA 1 CCTOBER

E Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s

i back to Delhi crestfallen after failing to dissuade rail-
i way minister Mamata Banerjee from resigning from

i the Union Cabinet.
affairs, Mr Ajit Panja who also :

In another development, senjor Congress leader

i Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi renewed his party’s inter-

; est to form a third front (popularly called Mahajot)

i with Mamata’s party if the firebrand Trinamul
i Congress supremo disassociates herself from BJP.

PM over
demands put !
forth by Ms i

of |
President’s Rule in the state using :
Article 356, however, is viewed
by the government as both diffi- :
cult constitutionally and as being

Speaking to reporters on Sunday, railway minis-

i ter Mamata Banerjee said: “The question of my with-
It is being speculated that a |
second trip by the duo to Calcutta |
, i it.” She said Mr Fernandes had urged her to with-

¢ draw her resignation “but I conveyed my party’s sen-
! timent which is also the sentiment of common people

the | tothe Prime Minister through him.”

drawing the resignation does not arise at all. A deci-
sion is a decision and I always take decision to stick to

Defence minister George Fernandes, however,

: ‘was very optimistic about the success of his mission.
Banerjee at the
hour and half | reporters as he emerged from the crucial meeting
¢ with Ms Banerijee early this morning.
Sunday morn- i
Trinamul :
whip |
) ¢ posal with TMC.
Bandopadhyaya

“Mamata is not a problem for me”, Mr Fernandes told

Buoyed by the possibility of a TMC-BIP break-up,
the state Congress whose mass base in the state is on
the wane, has come forward with a fresh tie-up pro-

“If the distance between the BJP and the

i Trinomul Congress further widens in the context of
¢ the present impasse created by Ms Banerjee’s deci-

sion to quit the Vajpayee cabinet, there is a possibili-

i ty of a secular democratic front coming into being,”
sion to with- } ¢

draw support, despite the osten- |

sible oil price hike issue, is per- |

ceived as having been prompted

0SSIBILITY

DEFIANT: Mamata Banerjee talking to reporters
in Calcutta on Sunday. — AP

Mr Dasmunshi told reporters. w
Dasmunshi also said he will have “no problem

accepting Mamata Banerjee’s leadership” in such a
front despite being senior to her in politics.
Dasmunshi’s comments were crucial in the context
of West Bengal going to assembly polls early next
year.

Meanwhile, Mr Tapan Sikdar, the BJP minister from
the state said that Ms jee’s move will only
strengthen the ruling pArpy and throw a spanner on
the prospects of t rgence of an anti-Left force
in the state. "

The Economic Time.
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/Mamata llkely to withdraw resignation

g\& Our Calcutta Bureau m \ of meeting%j

CALCUTTA 3 OCTOBER

HE IMPASSE over the res-

ignations of Ms Mamata

Banerjee and Mr Ajit Panja
seemed to have come to an end
following Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s assurance of a
partial roll back in LPG, kerosene
and diesel prices.

After two rounds of pro-
longed meeting - with Mr
Vajpayee’s spin doctor
Sudheendra  Kulkarni on
Tuesday evening, Ms Banerjee
gave broad hints that she might
withdraw her resignation if the
Cabinet meeting slated for
October 6 ratified the decision
for partial roll back.

Earlier, Ms Banerjee and
Mr Panja, while putting in their
papers, had given a three-day
ultimatum to the Vajpayee gov-
ernment. The deadline ended
on Tuesday.

Soon after her second round

r Kulkarm at
her South Chldutta residence,
Mamata told newspersons that
Mr Vajpayee had assured that
“price increase of LPG, diesel

and kerosene will be reduced at -

the Cabinet meeting convened
on October 6.”

“I thank the Prime Minister
for his intervention but we will
have to wait till then for formal
announcement of price reduc-
tion. We will take a decision
only after the Cabinet meeting,”
Ms Banerjee said.

Asked more specifically if
her remark on Tuesday meant
that the imbroglio had come
to an end, she said: “Wait till
the 6th.”

However, one of Ms
Banerjee’s closest aides and
Trinamul Congress MP, Sudip
Bandopadhyay said: “What our
leader said is amply clear. Only
a formality is left and that will
be done on the 6th.”

The Econotiic Timex
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On a sticky wicket, Mamata

prepares for showdown

/ y
q ~ U’/ told her that the man she was coun

By Ambikanand Sahay

The Times of india News Service

NEW DELHI: If the signals emanating from the

Kalighat residence of Mamata Banerjee in Calcutta

" are any indication, the Trinamul Congress is now

preparing to break away from the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA).

All the leaders of Ms Banerjee’s party have sud-

denly become tight-lipped even

A

Lb

on the most,
Chandrababu Naidu, had assured the Prime
Minister’s political managers that the Telugu Desam
would not precipitate a crisis.

Other constituents of the NDA, including the DMK,
the Akali Dal and the Biju Janata Dal, agreed with the
view that “you just can’t go on exerting pressure on the
government like this again and
again”. All of them stand to lose if

as her followers down the line
are beginning to flex their mus-
cles for a showdown. Reporters
who had camped at Ms
Banerjee’s house all of Thursday
could not elicit a single state-
ment from anyone, except for a
one-liner from Sudip
Bandhopadyaya, “We will only

@ Trinamul workers prepare for a
-showdown

@ Behind-the-scene activity catches
Mamata off-guard

PRECIPITATING MATTERS

@ Allies telt PM not to give in to pressure

tactics
@ Naidu backs Vajpayee

the edifice of the NDA crumbles
at this point of time. The moment
the government’s political man-
agers gauged this sentiment cor-
rectly, they decided to act tough.
The current feeling in NDA cir-
cles in the capital is that it’s time
to be firm once and for all. But

this does not mean that the BIP is

talk to the press on Friday.”

It’s more or less clear that the maverick ‘Mamatadi’
did not expect a “sudden display of political courage”
by the Vajpayee government’s political managers
who had ensured that any decision on a rollback of
petro product prices was deferred until the Prime
Minister’s return to Delhi from his knee surgery in
Mumbai. In fact, Ms Banerjee did not seem to have a

‘~'clue as to what had been happening between

Hyderabad and New Delhi behind the scenes. No one

working for a face-off vis-a-vis the Trinamul Congress.
Top leaders of the BJP are of the view that Ms
Banerjee will ultimately listen to reason.

But the general mood in the Trinamul camp in
Calcutta is a little different. Party workers want Ms
Banerjee to react to New Delhi’s virtual “rejection?
of her demand. They want her to join issue wit
BJP and, if possible, negotiate with the Con
Saifuddin Choudhary for a mahajot.
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“ruling alliance’s

“Talk sense on o0il, Karunanidhi tells M

NDA pressure forces

Trinamul
Prabha J h XQ/( 4

NEW DELHI 6 OCTOBER

TTHOUT A sound politi-
cal support strategy as a
back-up for an ultima-

tum to the Centre, the mighty fall
hard. Trinamul Congress chief
and NDA Ms Mamata Banerjee
who earlier this week was self-

i gvowedly in a “win-win” situation

appears to have learnt the lesson

~the hard way from the Centre on
Friday, forcing her to backtrack
on her resignation as minister and
her threat to withdraw support
from the NDA.

Well-placed NDA sources dis-
closed that the crucial straws that
broke the camel’s
back were the pos-
sibility of a divi-
sion in her own
ranks and the
counter-pressure
from the Centre
that without falling
in line with the

position on a roll-
back in the price
hike of petroleum
products, - Ms
Banerjee stood to
lose considerably
in her hometurf
West Bengal.

In fact, the
facsimile message of the PM
notwithstanding, the Centre is
understood to have firmly told Ms
Banerjee through senior alliance
leader and DMK chief M
Karunanidbi on Friday that she
was in no position absolutely to
dictate the quantum of cuts in the
price hike for LPG and kerosene
to the Centre now.

Making it amply clear, in the
first count, that the ruling BJP had
the active support of other heavy-
weights in the alliance such as the
TDP and the Samata Party in
choosing to put off a decision on a
possible roilback, petroleum min-
ister Ram Naik reiterated his
7iew-point firmly on Thursday
hat he was opposed to the
temand posed by Ms Banerjee.

. Inthe second count, a section

1
T

Karunanidhi: TOUGH TALK

cktrack

of the view within the party meet-

ing in Calcutta on Friday is : | |

believed to have leaned towards i
distancing itself from the BIP. A

gradual movement towards this
was understood to have been pre-
ferred given the intense pressure
on the party to perform at its opti-
mum politically in the coming
assembly elections. Functioning
from within the Centre in conso-

nance with the BIP, its ally in the :
Lok Sabha elections, was however : |
perceived as imperative for thisin ; |

the run-up to the elections.
The tensions within
Trinamul itself on the question of

contmued support to the NDA are :
to i
have escaped

unlikely

Ms Banerjee’s
attention.

party’s
MPs are keen
on a ministeri- :
al berth at the |
Centre while |
senior ’1eader
and MoS for |

a secret.

the :

Three of the :
nine

external affairs i
Ajit Panja has :
not made his :
disgruntlement |
with his lack of :
seniority in the |
Union Cabinet :

¢ Minister’s persuasions.

The points are understood to |

have been brought none too

sharply to Ms Banerjee by a key :

ally of the NDA, the DMK. Party | ernment. She will resume her duties from tomorrow

chief and Tamil Nadu chief minis- :

ter M Karunanidhi, according to
BIP sources, who was deputed by
the Centre to contact the Trinamul
chief.

The DMK leader is believed to

have underlined to Ms Banerjee :
that if she planned to project her-

self as a responsible chief ministe-
rial aspirant to replace veteran
Jyoti Basu in Calcutta, she would

allies of the NDA into pointed cog-
nisance and work within these

parameters to shqre ohtlcal
aspirations. !

FACESAVER: Mamata Banerjee shows reporters the fax from Prime Minister Vajpayee
telling her to withdraw her resignation. — Mona Chowdhury

Part-rollback likely this month

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 6 OCTOBER
HE GOVERNMENT may actually make a par-
tial rollback of petroleum prices after Prime
Minister Vajpayee returns from his surgery at
the end of the month, although it might seem that
Mamata Banerjee has given in to the Prime

The “second look” promised by the Prime

i Minister to Ms Banerjee on Friday resulted in her

withdrawing her resignation from the Vajpayee gov-

(Saturday), she promised.

Government managers reckoned that by October
25, when Mr Vajpayee is due back from Mumbai
after his knee surgery, international crude oil prices
will register a slight decline, enough to warrant a
legitimate rollback in the domestic prices.

The government is planning to bring down the
petro-product prices then. This political balancing
act hinges almost completely on an international dip
in oil prices, but there has apparently been little

i thought given to the outcome of a possible rollback if
have to take the concerns of the :
key constituent BJP and the other :

international prices continue to climb.

This, analysts said, is very optimistic, although
the price of oil slid a trifle on Friday after US
President Bill Clinton released 30 million barrels of
oil from the US strategic pertroleum reserve. But
accordmg to market reports on Friday, oil recovered

— - e o e

The Economic sze

RoAD AHEAD: Prime Minister Vajpayee at-his
residence in New Delhi on Friday. — PT!

lost ground with benchmark Brent 23 cents higher :
on Friday and expected to continue climbing. i

However, the government is keen to avoid the :
perception that it had caved in to Mamata’s black-
mailing tactics. i

According to sources familiar with develop- :
ments, there had initially been a section of opinion !

within the government that advocated a minor
rollback of prices.




Rao, Buta will

kY

be

sentwhce(i

today, cotinsels
seek leniency

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Counsels for for-
mer prime minister PV
Narasimha Rao and former Union
minister Buta Singh requested the
trial court on Wednesday that
their clients be released on proba-
tion in the JMM bribery case—
that is, the two politicians be
released for their good conduct
and the services they have ren-
dered to the country during their
career. After hearing the defence
and the prosecution, special judge
Ajit Bharihoke said that he would
decide on the quantum of sen-
tence on Thursday.

Mr Rao and Mr Singh have
been convicted under different
sections of the Indian Penal Code
and Prevention of Corruption Act.
They can be imprisoned for up to
seven years.

The judge also
directed accused-

VOTE-BANK CASE

sentence which would act as a
deterrent.

Mr Rao’s counsel RK. Anal&/
requested the court to sho
leniency to his client in view of his
education, age and deteriorating
health. He also urged the judge to
consider his 65 years of service as
a leader and as prime minister
during which he had solved sever-
al of the nation’s problems.

Mr Anand said that there was no
evidence on record to show that Mr
Rao had had a separate meeting
with Buta Singh and Suraj Mandal
at his residence. “If ever there was a
transaction, where is the agreement
as to how much money was given
and who gave it?”

Mr Anand said that the prosecu-
tion was still to prove whether the
money in the bank accounts of the
JMM leaders had come from
bribes or com-
prised party
funds. Since the

turned-approver

Shaile?ﬁder © Mahato told to surrender source of the
Mahato to sur- | -R8501akhs money was not
render the Rs 50 | ® CBI seeks most severe established, the
lakhs he had | ~punishment CBI had also
received as a | ®Source of money not failed to prove
bribe to vote | established: Rao’s advocate his client’s finan-
against the no- | @ JMM MPs more at fault, cial capabilities
confidence ] saysButa's advocate and mobility, he
motion in 1993. said.

« In his statement before the
court, Mr Mahato said that he had
deposited the bribe money in his
private account and two separate
party accounts. He said that the
state could confiscate the entire
bribe amount.

Quoting a supreme court judg-
ment, CBI counsel RM. Tewary
said that corruption was “rampant
among public servants” and
requested the judge to deal firmly
with the accused. Mr Tewary
argued that Mr Rao and Mr Buta
Singh had committed “royal thiev-
ery. It is not only contagious, but if
not controlled, will spread like fire
in-a jungle”.

*Mr Tewary said that the act
committed by the two men was
anti-people and had shaken the
cultural heritage and socio-eco-

“The evidence on record is
scanty and it has become a sin for
a man to come forward and accept
that there was a meeting between
him and the Jharkand leader on
the formation of the Jharkand
council.”

Buta Singh’s counsel Rajinder
Singh said the offence was not a
case of bribery but a case of extor-
tion. He said the four JMM MPs
were more at fault as they were
“hobnobbing” with different par-
ties. “Against the backdrop of the
last 50 years, the parties are still -
ready to topple a minority govern-
ment.”

Drawing a parallel between the
1993 government and the present
one, he said, “Then too it was a
minority government. So it is
today, when a government ally is
threatening to withdraw if the hike

nomic system of the country. He in petrol prices is not brought
requested the court to announce a  downt / /
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Ol prices to go up

)(‘9 \ By Sushma Ramachandran /)//)/7

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. As world oil prices soar to recdqrd
levels, the Central Government is gearing to meet the
impact by raising the prices of oil products and cit-
ting taxes. The extent of the hike will depend on the
Finance Ministry’s willingness to reduce import and
excise duties on crude oil and petroleum products.
Since the price hike is bound to have an inflationary
impact as well as being an unpopular move, the final
contours of the price revision plan would be worked
out at tomorrow’s Cabinet meeting.

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, had hinted
that oil prices would be raised saying the country
had to face hard decisions owing to high internation-
al crude prices. He was reportedly briefed by the
Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, after return-
ing from the U.S. The Petroleum Minister, Mr. Ram
Naik, has cut short his visit to Indonesia, indicating
the urgency for an early decision on oil prices.

Official sources say there is no option but to raise
prices of diesel, cooking gas and kerosene since
these contribute substantially to the growing deficit
in the oil pool account. As for petrol (motor spirit),
an argument is being put forward that a small in-
crease in prices could help minimise the increases of
other products. This is despite the fact that petrol
prices are already higher than world levels.

The extent of the price hike will be determined by
the extent of reduction in import and excise duties
on oil products. Petroleum Ministry officials say cut-
ting customs duty on diesel will virtually eliminate
the subsidy element on this product. The Ministry
has also sought a decrease in the countervailing ex-
cise duty of 16 per cent on petroleum products.

The cuts in duties may not have much of an im-
pact on the Finance Ministry’s target of revenue col-
lections this year as the budget estimates were based
on an average price of $ 20 a barrel of crude oil. Since
world prices have now touched a record level of $
34.5 for the Brent benchmark crude oil, the excise
and customs duty collections will be much higher. A
reduction in duties may thus not affect revenue in-
flows, it is argueg/

The increasg/in diesel, cooking gas and kerosene
prices is alspin line with the structured plan to dis-

mantle the administered pricing mechamsm\%A}Mf
to eliminate subsidies. With international Prices
having risen steeply, these subsidies have ballooned.
On kerosene, the subsidy is now Rs. 8 a litre, on
diesel Rs. 5 a litre and Rs. 170 a cylinder of cooking
gas. But the subsidy could have been reduced gradu-
ally at least in the case of diesel as it was taken out of
the APM three years ago. This would have reduced
the burden on the consumer. Subsidy on this prod-
uct is estimated at over Rs. 11,000 crores.

For this reason also, a hike in diesel prices has a
serious inflationary impact. But there is little option,
since the oil pool account deficit is set to cross Rs.

Govt. will take
right decision: BJP

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. The BJP today adopted
{ cautious approach on the possibility of
hike in the prices of petroleum prod
indicated by the Prime Minister, M/
Behan Vajpayee, saying it favo

”

deal with surging in

the BJP spokesman, Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu,

told reporters here that the Government
Lwould take the right decision. — PTI

10,000 crores. By the end of the year, it may cross Rs.
22,000 crores at the current level of world prices.
The oil refining companies are consequently in
dire financial straits. Already operating on wafer-
thin margins, the companies are owed huge
amounts by the Qil Coordination Committee (OCC).
Fortunately, in the case of domestic crude, the refin-
eries are only paying $ 17 a barrel. But domestic
production is declining and imported crude forms
about 70 per cent of their requirement. With world
prices rising, these imports may now cogt over Ry/

sumers will have to brace thems
increase in prices of petroleum



Farooq presses

- for consensus g/

New Delhi N

Congress to form

sub-committee
Q,, New Delhi \AQ\\/{

18 JULY AY

{ JAMMU AND Kashmir chief minister Farooq
i Abdullah is on a “mission” to evolve consensus for :
i greater autonomy to the state by meeting important :
* political leaders with a team of his ministers and :

briefing them about the issue.

issue.

: Gandhi and former Prime Minister g
i LK. Gujral. .
{ “T will meet every single leader

i and try to evolve a consensus over the issue,” said :

i Abdullah. The chief minister will be meeting

i Wednesday morning before flying back to Srinagar.
{ In the second phase, sometime next week,

i counterpart M. Karunanidhi.

i between the two,” he told reporters when asked
¢ whether his party would accept devolution of pow-
i ers instead of autonomy.

: Asked if he hatl been assured by the Centre that
i it will be setting up a ministerial group for continuing
i the discussins he said “something has to be formed...
¢ May be this group will be the solution.”

1

—PTL:

18 JULY
IN A b1d to evolve a national consensk&over the
issue of autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir,
Congress announced the formation of a sub-com-
mittee for the purpose after chief minister Farooq

i Abdullah on Tuesday met party president Sonia

The “mission” started with a two-round meet- :
ing, spread over two consecutive days, with Prime :
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on Monday night :
and Tuesday morning where he introduced his :
team of ministers formed to discuss the autonomy |
i reporters here after meeting the leader of Opposition

Earlier, in the day he met home minister LK. !
Advani and discussed the issue with him. Later on :
Tuesday night he met Congress president Soma i

Gandhi and briefed her about recent developments
on the issue.

The Congress president said the sub-committee
will discuss the autonomy issue with the state gov-
ernment’s ministerial team, Mr Abdullah told

for over 30 minutes.
Mr Abdullah was accompanied by the ministe-
nal team comprising state urban development min-
- ister G.M, Shah, law and parlia-
mentary affairs minister P.L.
N Handoo, finance minister Abdul
Rahim Rather, education minister Mohammed

¢ Shafi and former industries minister Bodh Raj Bali.
i Samajwadi Party president Mulayam Singh Yadav on :

The same team had a half-an-hour meeting

i with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
{ i Tuesday morning. About his talks with Ms
i Abdullah will also meet Andhra Pradesh chief min-

i ister Chandra Babu Naidu and his Tamil Nadu :

Gandhi, Mr Abdullah said: “The dialogue was in
a cordial atmosphere and we presented our case

i before the leader of opposition on which she
: “Devolution of powers and autonomy are only :
¢ two sides of the same coin and there is no difference |

announced the formation of sub-committee.”
Mr Abdullah said he was planning to meet

i various political leaders to seek a consensus
i over the autonomy issue.

Senior Congress leaders like Ghulam Nabi

Azad, Madhavrao Scindia, Moti Lal Vohra and
i Pranab Mukherjee were present
! meeting held between Ms Gandhi and Mr .
— PTI

during the
Abdullah.

The ECUIG\. u’ll( Thlié‘é

19 JUL 200




N,.pm\.s pue mMe| WIRuTE

pue sjdoad a1 30330ad 01 Lmp an

' S1AT,, *pres [eqinyg I ‘A0 ot it

~(IVy) 2010,] uonoy prdey jo jusdwr
_ -Aordap ayg) mmoqe payse uaym

i *SJOL1 [eUNWE0d

'£6-2661 9y Sump eueureg 001d

-YINouW euUsg 9y} Ul sfunLm  AX

-oysrumrejuL,, pagafre sty 103 OdJ jo

() gg1 uondas Japun uonundasoid

"'s owaxdns euag oy pauonoues

“pey [eqlnyg J ‘Aeprnreg uQ
*sypodo.et a1 U1 uoisud) fuiprea

t

ad a3 pue jsauxe s AB1axoey]
I Jo sincuma uo pauonsanb
UaYMm ‘UeABYg UBYPIA 18 S1auiodal
P} [eqlnyg N L seire oy
uo 3p1odp [fim sotjod a1y mou pue
3812 euag ay amodasoad 03 adrjod
0} pesye-08 B UaALS aAey ap,,
“pres [eq(nyg
J ‘syodomewr 8yl ul sjonl
£6-2661 oW w 301 padaje sy
10] ABI3Y0®Y], JO }SIILIE BT} UO UOTS
-103p SH aX®1 [{im ddtjod 8y ‘saunt
-1e89] ayp Jje Bunejdwmod 1933y,

‘paysaLie
SeM 3y JI ‘Ireq s Aeiayoeq], Teg
I\ 39S 0] J0u Paploap Aepsanyf,
U0 BUSG AWYS Y} ‘DIIMUBSI
“150.L18 S, JAN[D BUSG 2} U0 SPIOSP
mim ootod a1y 1By Aepsiny]
uo udad uonisod sIy paurejUTEW
[eqinyg weSeyy) Jasturm suioy
enysereyely  ysnoye
‘Injooead  sem tequIn]y
‘ABpsaupap asus ¥ YALA
ATNr 02 IvSNNN
neaing jequiny inQ

-201j0d uo Snuo 1so.1e SYIIYS [eqnyg

4 ddav

19

$99J0] J0] ©d

S5le

Aepsany I uo requinyy wi Avgaxoey ], [eg 1oddns 0) MoA SIdGUIOW BUIG MHAAVT AHL MOTIOY

g% uopoag iop
i Aeaayoey], Iy Adop 10U [[IM LINOCO 3 TBY) 313Y IJ3] ST 1 ‘A[[euL] |

“0d1D ¥yt Jo
apTuLIad SE UOTaIOSTp $HT SASIDIIXa )1 JI UdAS [Ieq

"£661 0 Y98q sa1ep ‘a0ardymom euas oY} ul S[e
-L1011pa Aloyeuruwmepul ay) Suruuad ‘aouajjo padaqpe s, AesoNdeyy], Iy “uois

i -STIIUIO0 pagaqre i Jo sreak 33T} UIYIIM PIJEnIul o PNOYS — JUSUIUO

-suduat jo sxeas a1t} aq pNod yUSTIYSIUNd WNWIIXEW YoryM 10§ — YHM
pasdiByd ussq Sey AeIa)IBY] I SUO Y2 SFJ[ — 30UYJ0 UB 0] UOHND
-asoad yey; sexmbai sdrouyid sty; nd Ajdung ,'mej jo suonenwyy, 9y}
jo aqdrourxd aw) uo paseq aq ‘Aqeqoad [fe ut ‘fm 1mod 3y Jo asuodsal
S JeY) SIAVIIPUL AU Y WM d[qerese uoruide [eSo| ayj,
IMod aY) Aq Paploap aq 0}

seq [ref u1 dn pua [[im 4BISdRY L I 19Y)9YM 0} SE JnSST Y} ‘ATpuodsg M

"$208 9A0WI $S018U0)-JON

9y} SunBNSNI} Se I8 0S Op UED 3NUSY) Y} e I[N SI 3I9Y)1 “ISIL] W

‘SUOSEa.d 9311} 1589 1B JO

9STBIA] 103 PA[[EIUN 4{[€10) S8 UOTIOR BUSG 9} ISPISUOD S13PeS] V(N

“Jrejye

[eUOIBa. B PIUTBUIAL SIMISYIO SABY PINOM JEUM 0] UOISUSWIP BIPU[-[[E
i Jo pury e aaed ‘axjons suo Je 9ey], 1nb, 03 s1sstur sy Sumed ur saow

JNeTIBIP S JBIYD euag ATYS o) Yim Addeyun axe Aoy, *suonjows paxiut
qim sefeuew YN 93 £ pomata Suteq SI SIURAS JO 35IM0D I,

*SULIOJ8J JTUIQUODS JO UONDHP oY} PUB JIWYSeY

pue nuwmef 10y Amouoine se Yons senssl xojdwiod aiour ey uo Sul

-yeads usaq sey ays “oe} u “uerontjod JusoUea € JO afew 9Y) SWOIISA0

01 WAL udaq Ajere] sey oym ‘Iypuer) eruog juspisaid Lured jo sousyis
snonotdsuoo a1) 0] ISRIUOD UT POOIS  SINOUOY,, 313 JOJ UIB[D 8¢

“J3)S1

“

i W 81O 8y} 0} Uoyde 8y} pamqrure uosiadsayods ssaxduor) a1 uaym
i OS[B pue ‘ABPSIUPI)| UO SNOIAGO Sem IpPasd qesd o) idwiene ayj,

-aposida ay uy Joupxed
JUBION[AL © SBM 11 18T} Uotssaadur oy} [adsip 0) Burha; mou ST pue 31 Yim
8uore 03 0 paurensuod sem ‘Teqnyg weSeyy,) JOISIUIN SWOY PUE SAOUL
$ Japra| JON 8y} 4q paend jjo 1y8nes sem yoryMm ‘ssaifuo)) ayy, ‘Joryo

¢

i 'euag oy} surede uonoe 9y} 10 11Palo oy} sreridordde o) ‘Arreq ssaafuo)
¥, . IsifeuoneN 2q: ‘Afre sit pue Aaed ay) usamiaq aissm o3 Jo 1S oYy Ul

3unse1a)uy SeM ‘SALIBSSIUIS SB SIA)STUTUI $SaISU0T) M) JO AD10YD Y],
ANUYSI( 0BISL[IA JSISTUIW JOTYQ JO SaLIessTma se fende)
oy} paydeal pey — y3uwg Jexueys edLry pue s.n{ey L, iUy — S19)stur
0M) 9], "BUYSBIBYB] JO SWOY J0J 37e}S JO SIASTUIUL OM} 3Y) 03 $3I0]
yaedstp o1 Lipqeur sauusy) 9y passauod ‘[puuocsied Arenprureted
2y} Jo Aypiqeriearun o) SunIo ‘TuRAPY Y JIBISIUINL SWOY UOKU[)
*Aeaevoeyf,

i Teg JOTYD BUSS AIYG JO 1SALIB 9(] SISPIO JANO0D Y} JI ASLIE AeUN YOTUM
i wapqoad 19pIo pue mey Aue yim Surpesp 1oj ‘saoso] Arenprurered
i Jo soruedwod [eUONIpPE /7 J0J JUSTIUISA0S BIYSBIBURJN

A} YO puUBWSP oY) UMOpP pauamy ‘Aepsany], wo ‘FYINIAD A

AN 02 1H130 M3N

H_ “ v@/AG wesing onlod 16 X1 .
quImyy] 0] Ou s&es adiazy

N




PM asked me to

malani

'7)/
savs Ram

The Times of India News Service

PUNE: Ram Jethmalani, who
resigned as Union law minister,
said on Sunday that he was asked
by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee to quit from the cabinet.
Mr Jethmalani faxed his resigna-
tion letter from here on Saturday
evening.

Mr Jethmalani told mediaper-
sons here that his repeated friction
with  attorney-general  Soli
Sorabjee had led to this situation.

Emphasising that his resigna-
tion was not voluntary, Mr

Jethmalani said the immediate
development, leading to his resig-
nation, was Mr Sorabjee’s stand.

Ram ethmalani

© Soli Sorabjee’s stand led to my resignation

& My PM is wearing a crown of thorns and | would not
like to add to those thoms

| & The moment | reached Pune, | faxed my resignation

# | have put up with a lot of things which | do not
wish to go into now

A

Jet

ments to make,” Mr Jethmalani
said when he was besieged. by
reporters.

Mr Jethmalani said he was
unhappy that Mr Vajpayee did not
give him a chance to explain his
position and had abruptly sought
his resignation. He said though he
had differences with the PM, he
would not like to make them vocal
at this stage. “My PM is wearing a
crown of thorns and I would not
like to add to those thorns,” Mr
Jethmalani said. He said that he
would speak in detaill “in due
course of time” even as he felt it
necessary to record his protest over
the attorney-general’s behaviour.

RAMSPEAK

Mr Jethmalani’s dramatic resig-
nation and his comments against
Mr Vajpayee and the attorney-
general came in the wake of

strong observations by the
supreme court on controversial
comments made by three minis-
ters in the Union cabinet over the
Srikrishna Commission report.

A supreme court bench, headed
by chief justice A.S. Anand, had
castigated some ministers for
making statements that were con-
tradictory to the affidavit filed by
the Central government.

Mr Jethmalani had reacted to
the supreme court’s observations
by stating that he “knew the law as
well as anyone else”, apparently
provoking the Prime Minister to
call for his resignation.

Speaking to reporters at the
national film archives auditorium
here on Sunday, Mr Jethmalani
said in any case he was planning to
resign on his own and had intend-
ed to announce his resignation at a
news conference in Pune.

However, he received the inti-
mation from the PMO, asking for
his resignation while he was on
way to the airport. “The moment [
reached Pune, I faxed my resigna-
tion from my residence here,” he
said. “The Prime Minister had two
choices before him, one was to
have a pliant attorney-general and
the other to have a no-nonsense

Mr Jethmalani said that “con-
stant pinpricks” from the attor-
ney-general had made his continu-
ance in the cabinet unbearable.
The latest hearing in the supreme
court, when the attorney-general
failed to defend the Jaw minister,
was the last straw on the camel’s
back, he said.

“1 have put up with a lot of
things which 1 do not wish to go
into now. But the last straw on the
camel’s back was provided by the
attorney-general’s performance at
the supreme court’s hearing on the
implementation of the Srikrishna
Commission report on Friday,” Mr
Jethmalani said.

Jethmalani responsible for
his resignation: Sorabjee
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Ram Jeth-
malani—who was asked by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to
quit—*“knows the reasons for his
resignation. He did not require my
help for his exit from the ministry,”
attorney-general Soli Serabjee
said here on Sunday evening.
Reacting to Mr Jethmalani’s
remarks on his ignominious exit
from the Union cabinet, Mr
Sorabjee, in a statement to The
Times of India, termed as “incor-
rect” Mr Jethmalani’s account of

quit,

Maharashtra
imbroglio claims
its first victim

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Though the week-
long Maharashtra crisis—involv-
ing the Congress-NCP ministry in
Mumbai, the NDA government at
the Centre and the Shiv Sena over
the threatened arrest and prose-
cution of Sena chief Bal
Thackeray— remained unre-
solved, it claimed its first, unex-
pected victim: Union law minister
Ram Jethmalani.

The end to Mr Jethmalani’s
boisterous stint in Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s govern-
ment came with a three-line, terse
announcement from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sunday.

As law minister in Mr
Vajpayee’s first 13-day govern-
ment, Mr Jethmalani had created
a furore by summoning all files on
the Jain hawala scandal from the
CBI and in his second avatar as
the urban development minister
he had caused an upheavel by
pushing for the removal of urban
land cetling laws, and opening the
housing sector to non-state, Iy
vate and foreign investors.

If his assertiveness led to uneasy
relations with the bureaucracy, the
ignominious exit from the cabinet
was due to, according to a source,
his “unrefined” rebuttal of
supreme court chief justice A.S.
Anand’s remarks about divergent
stands of the Centre and its minis-
ters on the Srikrishna Commission
report on the 1993 Mumbai riots.

Justice Anand did not name the
ministers whose statements he
found were at conflict with the
government’s affidavit before the
supreme court. But Mr Jethmalani
in his rejoinder struck a personal
note. “If His Lotdship had meant
to be critical, in fairness, I should
have been invited to throw light
which in the past has often illumi-
nated judicial minds,” his state-
ment read. Mr Jethmalani went
further, “The learned chief justice
should at least have realised that
he was making comments about a
minister who knows his law as
well as anyone else.”

The central leadership is learnt
to have found the intemperate
tone and tenor of Mr Jethmalani's

law minister. He has made his |the proceedings in the supreme| statement unacceptable, and
choice. I have no further com- |court. therefore asked him to resign.
’
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R. JETHMALANI & COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

THE RESIGNATION OF Mr. Ram Jethmalani

4 from the Union Cabinet was the inevitable out-

come of his tendency to make ill considered
remarks. Not only did Mr. Jethmalani rhake
light of the principle of collective responsibility
that ought to guide his behaviour (at least as
long as he was a part of the Cabinet), the in-
nuendoes he hurled at the judges of the apex
court had made his continuance in the Union
Cabinet untenable. Indeed, Mr. Jethmalani's
conduct, even before his remarks against the
Supreme Court bench hearing the public in-
terest litigation (PIL) pertaining to the action
taken on the report of the Sri Krishna Comrmnis-
sion of Enquiry, had warranted his exit from
the Union Cabinet. Take for instance the point
he was making about the “legal” position on
the Union Government’s powers to act against
the State Government in Maharashtra; rather
than sticking to the established practice of let-
ting the Attorney-General have the final say on
such matters, Mr. Jethmalani went about airing
his opinion. Even if he may be a legal luminary
in his own right, Mr. Jethmalani as Minister for
Law, Justice and Company Affairs knew well
that the Government ought to go by the advice
of the Attorney-General on matters pertaining
to law.

Indeed, the reasons behind Mr. Jethmala-
ni’s remarks and his “determination” to speak
out against any legal proceeding against Mr.
Bal Thackeray are not far to seek. He owes his
membership in the Rajya Sabha and his claim
to membership in the Union Cabinet to Mr.
Thackeray; though he may be an “independ-
ent”’ member in the Upper House (in the tech-
nical sense) Mr. Jethmalani’s position in the
ruling NDA was hardly different from that of
Mr. Manohar Joshi, Mr. §uresh Prabhu and Mr.

Balasaheb Vikhe Patil; and yet he did not an-
nounce his resignation from the Union Cabinet
along with the others from the Shiv Sena. Mr.
Jethmalani, as it appears now, was wanting to
do from within the Cabinet — pressure the
Union Government to act against the Maha-
rashtra Government — what the three other
loyal soldiers of Mr. Thackeray were trying to
do by announcing their decision to quit the
Union Cabinet. The imperative for Mr. Vaj-
payee and the political leadership of the NDA
as a combine, at least after all these, is to accept
the resignation of the Shiv Sena’s Ministers.
Any further delay in doing so will only encour-
age other members of the Cabinet to dispute
the advice of the Attorney-General, Mr. Soli So-
rabjee. It is important that such situations
where members of the political executive hurl
innuendoes at the judiciary be averted.

The Jethmalani episode has also brought
to the fore the scant regard some of the mem-
bers of the Union Cabinet have been showing
for the principle of collective responsibility.
Mr. Jethmalani was not the only one who was
guilty of this. All these had led the Supreme
Court to even lament the lack of collective re-
sponsibility in the Cabinet. It is in this context
that one would expect the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, and others in the political lead-
ership of the ruling combine, at least now, to
ensure that those holding positions in the Cab-
inet behave in a responsible fashion and bind
themselves to the norms of governance by
Constitutional principles rather than misuse
their own positions to display their loyalties to
one or another leader. The Supreme Court’s
reminder to the Government on the principle
of collective respopsibility has come not a day
too soon.
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APHC regrefs Hizbul’s
“hasty*&eisefire offer;

By Law Kumar Mishra
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: While there are no
visible signs of ceasefire in the
state, the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) on Wednesday

xpressed regret over the “hasty”
decision of the Hizbul Mujahideen
to declare a unilateral truce, saying
it would create confusion among
the people. According to the
APHC, the Kashmir problem can
be solved only through honest and
meaningful dialogue,

The five-hour extraordinary
meeting of the APHC’s executive
council held at the residence of its
former chairman Syed Ali"Shah
Geelani desctibed the Hizbul deci-
sion as hasty and said the unilateral
ceasefire would create hurdles in
the settlement of the Kashmir
problem. The meeting was attend-
ed among others by chairman Ab-
dul Gani Bhat, Abdul Gani Lone,
advocate Bashir Ahmad, Bashir
A Toota and Ghulam Nazki.
je Yaseen Malik did not come,
. Mgulvi Umar Farooq left for Iran
! off Tuesday.The APHC’s guarded

sjatement has made it clear that the
urriyat does not want to antago-
ise either the Hizbul Mujahideen
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the ceasefire. Although the APNC
described the Hizbul action
hasty, it did not condemn it.M
while, the United Jehad Coun
an alliance of 11 Kashmiri militant
groups, condemned the ceasefire
offer and “expelled” the Hizbul
Mujahideen from the council.

The ceasefire offer notwith-
standing, violence continued to
rock the state on Wednesday, with
low intensity devices exploding and
militants getting killed in different
parts. Low intensity IED’s planted
at Shalimar, Nishar and Boulevard
road near Dal Lake, where a num-
ber of hotels accommodating
Amamath pilgrims are located, ex-
ploded in the afternoon. However,
no damage was caused. -

In another incident, police con-
stables on patrol duty were injured
when a grenade was lobbed at

them at Nawa Kadal Chowk. They |

injured constables have been hos-
pitalised. Three militants were
killed at Reshwari and Guzdyal in
Kupwara district in an encounter
with the BSF and the army in the
morning. Security forces also raid-
ed a militant hideout in Srinagar
and recovered 16 IED’s and a huge
quantity of explosives.
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Jethmalani néver
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The Times of india News Service

NEW DELHI: Prime minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee on Friday
said that it was out of concern for
maintaining harmony between the
judiciary and the executive that he
had asked Ram Jethmalani to step
down as law minister. He also said
he had ordered an inquiry into the
alleged leakage of official papers
by Mr Jethmatani.

Replying to a heated and at
times acrimonious discussion on
the issue in both houses of parlia-
ment, Mr Vajpayee said Mr
Jethmalani, as law minister, had
come perilously close to tinkering
with the equilibrium between the
two wings of the system.

“We cannot allow any tension
between the judiciary and execu-
tive to persist, nor can we chal-
lenge the judici-
ary. As Prime
Minister, my
duty was to see
that a balance
between the two
wings was main-
tained,” Mr
Vajpayee  told
parliament in a
prepared state-
ment.

LAW AND WAR

his case in the

lende:

art of silence; he was asked to keep
shut on matters not pertaining to
him, but I did not succeed.

When I saw that tension was
mounting between the judiciary
and the executive, I used my
power as Prime Minister and did
my duty.”

Mr Vajpayee said that as PM, it
was his prerogative to ask a minis-
ter to step down. Affirming his
determination not to act under
pressure, the PM said, “I would
rather quit.”

Mr Vajpayee was responding to
points raised by members during a
discussion following his statement.
“We completely disagree with his
perception of the facts,” the PM
said, referring to the charges made
by Mr Jethmalani against the
Chief Justice of India and the
attorney-general.

The opposition
members trained
their guns
attorney-general
Soli  Sorabjee,
demanding he be
summoned
before the House
to answer the

ase in the House
& PM says Jethmalani was
“confrontationist

® A-G, not law minister should
have quit: Congress

The PM’s
refusal to prolong the discussion
any further led to angry scenes in
the Lok Sabha, with the Congress
eventually walking out. Some of
the BJP’s allies in the House—
notably the Telugu Desam, the
Trinamul Congress and theJD
{(U)—also  appeared deeply
embarrassed by the government’s
; reluctance to debate the issue.
i TDP and JD (U) MPs told The
Times of India later that they were
keen for Mr Vajpayee to say some-
thing more.

Running down his former cabi-
net colleague for what he said was

a tendency to enter into a com- -

frontation on every pretext, the
PM said, “Mr Jethmalani’s prob-
lem is that he never practised the

him.

The accusations against the A-G
related mainly to his private
advice to business houses in sever-
al cases. The two instances cited
were his advice to the Hindujas on
a power project in Andhra
Pradesh in interpreting the
Centre’s counter-guarantee and to
another industrialist in a case
being heard by the Delhi high
court.

Congress  member H.R.
Bhardwaj, a former law minister,
argued that since the A-G held a
constitutional position, he could
not do private work. He said it was
rather strange that a law minister
was sacked for falling out with the
A-G when it should have been
“the other way round”.

on

charges against -

practised
Vajpayee

Legal eagles

stage court in
Lok Sabha

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: For a whil ttle
between  two
legal  eagles.
New law minis-
ter Arun Jaitley
and articulate
¥ Congress mem-
ber Kapil Sibal
were engaged in
a deadly duel.
With both quot-
ing clauses from
the law book, parliament heard
where salvos were fired and ward-
ed off with evenly matched skills
by the prosecutor (Sibal) and the
defence counsel (Jaitley) during
the discussion on the Jethmalani
issue in the Rajya Sabha on

Friday.

From the dull noise of generali-
ty suddenly the debate turned to
© specifics with Mr Sibal mar-
shalling facts with the flourish of
an ace interrogator. His charge:
The Attorney-general did give
opinions to a private party being
investigated by CBI. According to
Article 76 (2), the A-G cannot
give any opinion to a private
party.

Then came another revelation:
Mr Sorabjee offered advice not
only to the Hindujas but to
Kishore Chand Chhabria in
another case. Mentioning the fig-
ure of the A-G’s impressive con-
sultation fee, Mr Sibal urged the
PM to direct Mr Sorabjee to step
down.

Standing up to defend the A-G
and the government, Mr Jaitley
apparently sensed a challenge and
perhaps felt an urgg to join issue
with a fellow lawyer avith match-
ing aggression.

Arun
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Govt’s offer to”
%zbul seen as

A

a maste%%@

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: One day after the
Centre’s unconditional invitation
to the Hizbul Mujahideen to enter
into a dialogue, the army declared
a cease-fire against the militant
group. And, though a ranking offi-
cial of the Vajpayee government
said on Saturday that any talks
would have to be within the con-
stitutional framework, it seems the
Centre’s sweeping offer to
the HM still stands.

In brief remarks, shortly
after Prime Minister Atal
Behari  Vajpayee met
Jammu and Kashmir chief W
minister Farooq Abdullah |
on Saturday morning, i
national security adviser |
Brajesh Mishra said no

F. Abdullah

Although the HM announced
its ceasefire from Srinagar, the
government assumed the offer
had the blessings, if not the active
instigation, of Pakistan. While the
other ‘jehadi’ groups accused the
Hizbul of betrayal, Islamabad’s
response has been measured.
Intetligence sources are convinced
its strategy has been devised with
two aims. First, to send a message
to the US. that General Musharraf
is serious about “creating
the conditions for a dia-
logue with India to suc-
ceed”. Second, to call
what Islamabad believes
to be India’s bluff on
& refusing to resume talks
until cross-border terror-
“ism comes to an end.
“Islamabad also knows

Hizbul’s offer of talks suggested
that even Pakistan wanted “peace
on the border”. He said he was in
favour of Indo-Pakistan talks.

Mr Mishra’s tautological obser-
vation about the constitution was
deliberately left out of the
Centre’s announcement on Friday,
leading both the HM and the
APHC to react positively to what
they felt was a sign of flexibility on
New Delhi’s part. In fact, Friday’s
decision to invite the Hizbul for
talks was taken by the Centre after
carefully considering the impact
that a conditional invitation would
have not just on the Hizbul's
standing vis-a-vis other militant
groups, but also on India’s image
internationally.

government rep- that people in
resentative could _ Kashmir are
act “outside the TE TALKIN GAME tired of militan-
constitution”. He {® Intelligence sees Pak role in cy,” an Indian
also ruled out tri- Hizhul's peace offer army source said.
llj’illzilgtea;alks with | g Gavt’s offer seen as move to Indian officials
0. checkmate Pak plans are _convinced

On his part, Mr . P that the authori-
Abdullah said he |® Tripartite talks with Pakistan ties in Pakistan
welcomed  any ruled out had assumed the
move that would § g apqyiiah in favour of Indo-Pak | Vajpayee  gov-
help restore § e ernment would
peace in not know how to
Kashmir. react to Hizbul’s move. “They

thought we would reject talks and
be seen as spoilers. But that hasn’t
happened.” Officials say it was
precisely in order to confound
Pakistan that the Centre decided
to issue an unconditional invita-
tion. And, judging from the off-
the-record reactions of Western
diplomats in New Delhi, the tactic
seems to be paying off.

Official circles are tight-lipped
about whether Friday's invitation
was also based on advice Mr
Mishra might have received
before returning from Washington
on Thursday night. But a former
Indian diplomat told The Times of
India, “There are many players
beyond the subcontinent. Nothing
can be ruled out.”

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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THE PANSKURA VERDICT q/qw;;,\/

N WRESTING THE Panskura Lok Sabha seat in
West Bengal, Ms. Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress may not have exactly put the ruling
Left Front on notice in the context of the As-

sembly poll which is less than a year away. But -

there can be little doubt that the sweeping defeat
of the CPI nominee, Mr. Gurudas Dasgupta, a
seasoned parliamentarian, in the June 5 byelec-
tion, is a major setback to the combine, given
that the seat had been held by it for over two
decades, and its perceived invincibility has re-
ceived a good knock. In a sense, the Panskura
verdict and the outcome of the civic polls held
across the State just about a week earlier are at
variance with the widely-shared perception that
the Left Front is unassailable in the rural constit-
uencies and the Trinamool Congress-BJP alli-
ance’s popular base is predominantly urban in
character. In the municipal elections, the Left
Front did remarkably well and the Congress(l),
despite its striking organisational weaknesses,
by and large held its ground, much to the cha-
grin of Ms. Banerjee who had failed to push
through her plan for an anti-Left ‘Grand Alli-
ance’, what with her own party turning in a dis-
mal performance. As for Panskura, the Left Front
has primarily itself, its internecine squabbles
and bickerings at the grassroots level, to blame
for its poor showing. In fact, there were early
warning signals in the shape of a sharp drop in
its victory margin over the last few elections
which the Front had obviously ignored. The Left
Front, which in any case may have to contend
with the handicap of not having Mr. Jyoti Basu as
its Chief Ministerial mascot, could be in trouble
when facing the Assembly elections if the right
lessons are not learnt from the Panskura experi-
ence.

One predictable consequence of the Pan-
skura verdict is of course the revival of the cam-
paign for Ms. Banerjee’s pet ‘Mahajot’ concept
which envisaged the coming together of all the
mainstream anti-Left political parties, mainly
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the Trinamool Congress, the Congress(l) and the
BJP. After the civic polls that saw the Congress(l)
performing creditably and much better than the
Trinamool Congress, the prospects of the Grand
Alliance were rated low. But in the post-Pansku-
ra context, the pro-'‘Mahajot’ lobby in the Con-

~ gress(), among its chief protagonists being Mr.

Ghani Khan Choudhury and Mr. Somen Mitra, is
bound to push for the tieup vigorously, even if
the pitch is unlikely to be queered till after the
Calcutta and Salt Lake civic polls are over. Al-
though the Congress(D) high command decided
not to join forces with the TC-BJP combine and
chose to put up its own candidate in Panskura,
tokenism was palpable in its action, with no seri-
ous electioneering in evidence and the party’s
central leadership doing precioys little to gal-
vanise its cadres. \ %o

In fact, the Congress(I) high cojnmand’s re-
sponse to the ‘Mahajot’ idea has beeN marked by
indecision and vacillation from the beginning.
First, when the likes of Mr. Ghani Khap Choud-
hury and Mr. Somen Mitra insisted rather de-
fiantly on a tieup with the Trinamool Congress
within an overall grouping that included the BJP,
Ms. Sonia Gandhi went along with them, even
while party spokesmen were taking a no-truck-
with-BJP (either direct or indirect) stand. On Ms.
Banerjee refusing to snap ties with the BJP —
only the naive would have expected her to break
away from the dominant partner of the coalition
ruling at the Centre — Ms. Gandhi applied the
brakes, rather tentatively and more to buy time,
but only to see the ‘Mahajot’ ghost returning to
haunt her with greater vigour. It would be in the
longer term interests of the Congress(I) not to let
the ideological imperatives at the national level
be overridden by narrow partisan considera-
tions. Which is to say, there can be absolutely no
compromise or equivocation in the matter of
aligning with political forces that subscribe to or
support communal or sectarian ideologies.
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giveprivatisation the big push

N [L P.R. Ramesh (\ /Q \u/
7y NEW DELH! 23 JUNE

HE CABINET Committee
Ton Disinvestment (CCD)

might not have achieved
much in terms of concrete deci-
sions, but in terms of building
political opinion it appears to
have achieved a lot as ithe
remaining opponents of privati-
sation bowed to its inevitability.

In fact, there were startling
revelations. Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan, who has acquired the
image of being a “dog in the
manger,” surprised his colleagues
by saying that he had seen it first
hand in the US. He saw there was
no alternative to privatisation. All
he asked for was tact in handling
it. The Paswan line was for “fact,
tact and act” that is, marshall the
facts, move forward tactfully and
act decisively. He sought a hassle-
free atmosphere and pledged to
deliver his pledge of corporatising
the department of telecommunica-
tion (DoT) by October 1.

Mr Yashwant Sinha and Mr
Arun Jaitley, the protagonists for
privatisation, couldn’t have asked
for more.

Mr Paswan wasn't the only
one. Heavy industries minister

Manohar JoshiyWhads seeking to
protect his patch, \ried some dila-
tory tactics but alo fell in line.
He raised his familiar argument
that there was no “coherent poli-
cy” on privatisation. This pro-
voked Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee to make his only inter-
vention in the meeting. Mr
Vajpayee demanded to know
what Mr Joshi meant by that.

Mr Sinha said the govern-
ment’s pronouncements at vari-
ous stages of privatisation had
brought clarity to the divestment
process. A stern look from the PM
and Mr Joshi was singing another
tune. He went so far to say that
privatisation of units under his
administrative charge could be
done “in a couple of hours.”

He agreed “in principle” to
the privatisation of the only jewel
in his control — Maruti Udyog
(MUL). Now the discussions at
the next meeting on July 12 will
be restricted to just two issues:

@ Whether Suzuki should have
the first right of refusal and

N Whether the divestment
should wait for the new automo-
bile policy as desired by his
bureaucrats.

The third

“opponent,”

petroleum minister Ram Naik,
kept quiet during the meeting.
He kept quiet even when
another minister questioned
his argument about oil being a
strategic sector.

“The theory is spurious,”
the minister said. “If he holds
oil as a strategic sector, isn’t
the fertiliser sector, which is
crucial for food security, also a
strategic sector.”

It is learnt that Mr Naik has
already softened his opposition.
On Wednesday he had had a
meeting with the finance minis-
ter and told him about his reser-
vations. The finance minister told
him that it was for Mr Vajpayee
to decide on the merit of his case.

The fourth minister who
expressed his diffidence on pri-
vatisation, Mr Sharad Yadav, also
kept mum during the meeting.
Moreover, he had already acqui-
esced to the sell-off of Air India
and Indian Airlines.

Friday’s meeting wasn’t
quite a damp squib. On the con-
trary, the clearing of ideological
and political doubts possibly
sets the scene for dramatic
announcements when the CCD
meets next.

The Economic Time.
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booklets on 41
Emergency

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 24. — The
BJP today brought out two
booklets — Remember the Em-
ergency and Strengthen Dem-
ocracy and Darkness at Noon
- to tell the younger gener-
ation under what circumsta-
nces the emergency was impo-
sed by Indira Gandhi in 1975.

The party vice-president, Mr
Jana Krishnamurthy, said
that during the emergency,
parliamentary rules were
flouted, affecting tens of thou-
sands of people: The release of
the booklets coincides with the
25th anniversary of imposition
of emergency.

The party will also start a
week-long programme from
tomorrow to educate people
about the “dark chapter” of
India’s democracy and to ask
them to remain vigilant to pre-
vent its recurrence.

»‘Emerg
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 24, — The
Union defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes, has not
ruled out the possibility of an
internal emergency being
imposed in the country again.

Speaking to reporters on the
eve of the 25th “anniversary” of
the Emergency, Mr Fernandes
said, “If our polity fails to solve
the problems of the people and
our system fails to give justice
to the oppressed and harassed,
then a day may come when an
emergency-like situation would
arise”.

It was the one-point pro-
gramme of Indira Gandhi to
foist dynastic rule on the coun-
try which led to the imposition
of national emergency, he
added. Should our political sys-
tem and governance fail to
address the people’s problems,
the country’s democracy would
continue to be under constant
threat.
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Asked if there was a fresh
threat to liberty in the “institu-
tionalised and organised fas-
cism of the present govern-
ment,” Mr Fernandes
remarked, “no government has
functioned with the degree of
transparency as this govern-
ment”. Speaking on the
attacks on Christians by the
Sangh Parivar, Mr Fernandes
said it was the duty of the state
governiments to take action
against any organisation that
indulged in practices prejudi-
cial to communal amity.

Mr Fernandes defended the
Vajpayee government by say-
ing that such incidents had
taken place in the past as well.
Few of the cases, he claimed,
were also presented incorrect-
ly. The Jhabua rape case, for
instance, was not a case of any
communal outrage.

The government, however,
needed to assure the minorities
?‘01 make them feel secure, he
elt.

msTATM
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Ex-PMs rﬁ%‘ti/ng
Basu to discuss
ot Third rg)ntw\%

CALCUTTA, MAY 4. Theormer Prime
Minister, Mr. V. P.\Singh, today
said there had been nfo discussion
til now on the forknation of a
third front as an alterkative to the
BJP-led Government ht the Cen-
tre. Mr. Singh, along with two oth-
er former Prime Ministers, Mr.
Chandrasekhar and Mr. HD Deve
Gowda, is scheduled to meet the
CPI{M) veteran and West Bengal
Chief Minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu.

Asked by reporters at the air-
port here about the purpose of his
visit and the meeting with Mr. Ba-
su, he said ‘“certain matters of
concern” would be discussed.
"We want to draw the people’s at-
tention to those issues.”

The three former Prime Minis-
tersdemanded scrapping of the
Constitution Review Committee,
saying any review of it must be
done by elected peoples’ repre-
sentatives. They will meet Mr. Ba-
su presumably to discuss the
revival of the third front. — PTI




_Shabnam
of the g

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHOPAL, March. 6. —
Democracy turned a new leaf
when Shabnam mausi, a
eunuch, took oath as a legisla-
tor in the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly here today. She is
perhaps India’s first eunuch
MLA.

Shabnam mausi took the cath
in Hindi. The members of both
the Treasury and Opposition
Benches overcame their initial
hesitation and greeted her by
thumping their desks.

Shabnam, who contested the
recent by-polls to the Sohagpur
Assembly constituency in
Shahdol as an Independent,
defeated both the Congress and
the BJP nominees. Her victory
is more convincing because the
votes polled by her exceeded
the combined votes of the BJP
and the Congress candidates.

She polled 39,937 votes,
against 22,074 of the BJP can-
didate, Mr Lallu Singh, and
17,282 of the Congress nomi-
nee, Mr Brijesh Singh.

Shabnam arrived here yester-
day morning to a rousing wel-
come from the local eunuch
community. Escorted by some
eunuchs, she staged a dramatic
entry into the Assembly
premises this morning where
she was mobbed by TV crew,
reporters, photographers, and
the Assembly staff.

Later, while talking to
reporters, she described her
election as a “victory of the peo-
ple of Sohagpur.” “I never
dreamt of making it to the
Assembly. But now I am here
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Shabnam mausi (right), the first eunuch to be elected as an MLA, in Bhopal on Sunday. — AP/PTI

thanks to the support of the
common people, particularly
women, of my constituency.”

Shabnam has learnt the rules
of the game very fast. She blast-
ed politicians for being corrupt
and making “empty promises”.
“The politicians merely make
noises and issue platitudes.
They never work for the welfare
of the common people,” she said.
She said she would never join
any political party.

Shabnam’s agenda for
Sohagpur includes employ-
ment, education, primary
health care, drinking water
and good roads. The district is
mainly inhabited by tribals and
Dalits. “I have no family of my
own”, she said. “My electorate
is now my family,” she added.
‘She also intends to campaign
for banning the sale of liquor in

her constituency.

Shabnam admitted that her
foray into politics has stunned
both the ruling Congress party
and the BJP.

“Some activists of a party
even assaulted me when I was
campaigning. They warned me
that I should not contest the
polls. The results, however,
helped me have the last
laugh.”

Though uneducated, the 45-
year-old can speak several
north and south Indian lan-
guages and most of the dialects
of Madhya Pradesh. Shabnam’s
father, Mr Gokul Prasad
Sharma, was reportedly an IPS
officer of the Maharashtra
cadre.

She has been living in
Anooppur, Shahdol, for the past
20 years after leaving her home

in Mumbai. She claims to have
learnt Kathak and to have
appeared in films like "Amar
Akbar Anthony’ and "Don’.
Shabnam’s feat comes after
four eunuchs won in last
December’s civic polls in the
state. Kamla Jaan, contesting
as an Independent, defeated
the Congress and BJP nomi-
nees to clinch the mayoral post

of the XKatni Municipal
Corporation reserved for
women.

Three others were also elected
to posts reserved for women, as
Independents. Minabai was
elected the chairperson of the
Sehora Municipal Council.
Hirabai and Gulshan were
respectively elected to the
Jabalpur Municipal Cerpo-
ration and the Bina Municipal
Council.
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_Ex/-PMs, Bas?‘

By Our Special Correspondaf

NEW DELHI, MAY 16. Efforts to revive
the ‘third front’, even if not exact-
ly in the form it once existed,
gained momentum with the four
former Prime Ministers — Mr. V.
" P. Singh, Mr. Chandra Shekhar,
! Mr. H. D. Deve Gowda and Mr. L.
K. Gujral — meeting the West
Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Jyoti
Basu, here today.

They utilised Mr. Basu's visit —
he was here in connection with
the finalisation of the State’s Plan
— to pick up the thread where
they had left it when they met him
in Calcutta on April 30 with a pro-
posal to get the ‘third front’ back
on the rails. But after a nearly 30-

inute meeting, they ha
say except that they di
political situation
possibilities to bripg together all

exercise was stillin a
prelimingfy stage with like-mind-
ed leadgfs thinking on how best

Mr. Basu, speaking to media-
persons informally after the
meeting, indicated that one idea
being tossed around was to build
a broad platform of “secular”
parties, groups and individuals to

THL T NCL
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ity%n’

combat i\> tendencies.

“Even the¢se who are ideolog-
ically oppo$ed to us or do not
share our dconomic polices are
welcome to join the platform,” he
said. Congrepsmen committed to
secularism dould also come on
board, Mr. Basu remarked.

However, the Congress(l) spo-
kesperson, Mrs. Margaret Alva,
later said her party had always
spoken of the need for secular ;
parties to work together as far as
possible.

The former Prime Ministers, as
they emerged from the meeting,
said they reviewed the national
situation and the need to work for
a '‘third alternative”. However,
they declined to elaboaje./




Jail for Laloo

HT Correspondent \R(\‘/\
Patna, April 5 [A A

\

IHAR CHIEF M1 ister
BRabri Devi was granted reg-

ular bail after she and her
husband Laloo Prasad Yadav sur-
rendered before the designated
CBI court on Wednesday in the
disproportionate asset (DA) case
(RC 5(A)98). The judge, Mr S K
Lal, however, refused bail to
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) presi-
dent Laloo Yadav.

While Mrs Rabri Devi was grant-
ed bail after furnishing bail bonds
of Rs 2 lakh with two sureties of
the like amount each, the RID
chief was remanded in judicial cus-
tody in Beur central jail. Mr Laloo
Yadav will be reproduced in the
court on April 25.

The court directed the Chief
Mimster not to leave the country

to surrender her passport, if

y, withig ten days. In its order,
the court observed that a house-
wife, in the present day society,
was influenced by her husband
and, therefore, Mrs Rabri Devi

could be char ed w1t
ment.

The designated CBI court, while
rejecting the bail petition of Mr
Laloo Yadav, observed that the
offences levelled against him were
very serious in nature and, there-
fore, it was not inclined to grant
him regular bail.

It may be recalled that the CBI
court on Tuesday after taking cog-
nizance of the charge-sheet filed
by the CBI, had ordered the
issuance of non-bailable warrants
against the Chief Minister and her
husband. v

After the Chief Minister and the
RID chief surrendered before the
CBI Court around 8.00 am, argu-
ments were put forth by defence
counsel P N Pandey and Spl PP of
the CBI L R Ansari in a packed
courtroom.

Many Cabinet colleagues of the
Chief Minister were present in the
courtroom. They included Mr
Ramchandra Purve, Mr Shivanand
Tiwary, Mr Sakuni Chaudhary, Mr
Shyam Rajak and Mr Jaiprakash
Narain Yadav. Two brothers of the

only abet-

bail for Rabri

Chief Minister, Subhash Yadav
and Sadhu Yadav, too were ‘pre-
sent.

Mr Pandey submitted before the
court that the matter of the
income-tax returns filed by the
Yadav couple was still subjudice
before the tax department's tri-
bunal. He further argued that the
CBI's valuation of the property
possessed by Mr Laloo Yadav was
inflated and added that Mrs Rabri
Devi owned the property on which
she had paid income tax. It was not
surprising that Mr Laloo Yadav
and Mrs Rabri Devi in their
tenures as the Chief Minister had
property worth Rs 50 lakh, Mr
Pandey submitted.

Opposing the bail petitions, Mr L
R Ansari said that they had started
filing their income-tax returns
from 1996 following the notice
issued by income-tax authorities
after the fodder scam broke out.
He stated that Mrs Rabri Devi had
been operated in the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences in
1991 and claimed that her income
was Rs 3,000 only.

-

‘BJP, RSS, CBI

hand-in-glove’

RJID CHIEF Laloo Prasad Yadav
today accused the BJP and the
RSS of colluding with the CBI to
liquidate the RID.

Mr Yadav said both the BJP and
RSS were trying to remove secular
leaders from the mainstream.

Maintaining that he had full faith
in the judiciary, he said this was the
reason why he decided to surren-
der even without any summons.

Beur model jail, situated on the
outskirts of the Capital town,
resembled a village fair as hordes
of people descended to have a look
at the RJD president who would
spend the next 14 days there.

The jail, which had the dubious
distinction of having "guests" like
dreaded outlaws and Independent
MLAs Suraj Bhan Singh and

Rajan Tiwari, was abm; with the

arrival of the " “who
has stayed in the jail on twa previ-
ous occasions.. - - U, m-
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d Ch g alances—

RECENT PO ITICAL developm \n?}u]a}a Bihar
can help in appreciating the truth that the country cak only be
governed effectively with the concurrence of the diverse ele-
ments that make up India. In the days of single party rule, such
as that of the Congress, an effort was generally made to estab-
lish an intra-party consensus which in a multi-polar society vir-
tually amounted to forging federal agreements on key issues.
But the danger existed of a charismatic leader subordinating
governance to personal aims, as during the Emergency. Now,
in times of coalition politics, even the hint of a unidimension-
al agenda being imposed can spell trouble for the Centre. It is
no longer feasible to ride roughshod on regional entities.
At the same time, the local parties too cannot ignore the
rest of India.

For instance, the BJP Government in Gandhinagar erro-
neously theught that it could change the rules of engagement
in any manner it pleased. But the move concerning RSS mem-
bership for Government servants rebounded, since it echoed
as much because of the Congress’ opposition as of the BJP’s
own NDA allies which are regional parties. Without mincing
words, the allies let the BJP know they could not back it on the
RSS question. It is instructive to remember that the numeri-
cally dominant BJP at the Centre was forced to backtrack even
after the Prime Minister and the Union Home Minister had
voiced their support to their Gujarat colleagues.

The Bihar case did not concern ideology at all. It was nothing
more than a bid for power by whatever means possible. Even
so, Chandrababu Naidu articulated his displeasure about the
claims of the largest single party being overlooked. Perhaps he
was taking a rain check for the day he might be shabbily treat-
ed by a pliant Governor, but the point was worth making.
Regional parties have reason to be sensitive about Article 356.
In another context, while discussing a review of the
Constitution, M. Karunanidhi, the DMK leader, said that
while he had no objections, he would resist moves to curb the
power of the States and anything that might prejudice the sta-
tus of the minorities. Even if such vigws were not expressed in
a concerted manner, they neverthefess act as a check on arbi-
trary and whimsical decisions.

THE HINDUSTAN TMED
13 MAR (i



\.mmwémmﬂﬁm OD5N Pue S[euo1ssay

-0ad yireay atgnd ‘sasydesSowap
SIaqUIBW S IARY [{IM ] ‘9leJ{am
AfTuiej Jo s3Jeyd ul Jojstutui fexy
-U3)) 9y} PUR SI3)STUTW JOTYD 3pN[o
-ut 11 eued uoyeindod sy} a1
-STUTIN 9WiLlg 3y} wiog) yredy

. UonLinu pue yiresy
pasoxdwt 10] uswom Futazemod
-itio pue Suruued pasifenuadep,,
o $NooJ [[Im ‘ueld UOI}OR UR Ul pa
-1BJIOQR[D 9 0} ‘Soway} ol J, "saul|
-opIN3 se aales pinom eyl ,,saul

-3Y1,, 0138)R1)S Z1 UO S9sndoy Ose

£otrod sy 103183 0107 3Y3 104
sunre13vad panuso-ajdoad
uruuerd-A[iwrej Sutyew pue uon

-deoeIjuoD U0 SUI{[ASUNOD 01 $$90°

-Oe peaidsspim ‘SedlAIDS Y)fesy
pPIIYyo pue oaanonpoidsi yum
SUIOTPAIAl JO SWAISAG ueipu] Sut
JBI393Ul ‘S9SBSSIp 2[Rl UNuIuoD
pue gIv Jjo pesads syy Sururey
-U02 ‘07 9. L9y} Jayie Ajqrasyaad
‘S1a13 10] 93erLIewl paseiop SUmow
-oxd ‘saseasip arqejusasatd-aurd
-0RA [[R 1SUiRSR UJp[IYo Jo uol}
-BSTUNTUW] TESIATUN ‘SYIIIQ 00O°T
Iad 0g mofeq 01 olet L}I(elIOoW
yusjut uronpal ‘41 3o ade oy} 0}
dn Axosmndwiod pue 8213 uoEINPd
[00OYOS Suryew aJe weyl Juowry
‘0102 £Q paadIyoe ¥q 03 S[eod

S)eds ] S9
uonemdod uapel-dog-

3

otydeadowop-bioos euonyen,, g1
umop prej sey sururexdoxd ay, L,
(1rey 33G) "ULIOU A7
-furej-frews oy} sjowoad o) sdos Jo
$91I9S B PAI3JJO SBY ‘pE-g661 30UTS
Yoeoadde 9a13-1081e},, ® Sumsand
usdq SBYy yorym ‘eajua) ayl
"Sk02 Aq uon
-eyndod oty Surstrae)s ST uire uiis)
-8U0] oYl ‘0107
Aq sneojerd yd
-BI3 L)1) 3y
Jei])} 2Insus 0}
ST 9A1309(qo wiIa)
-um{pat Ay,
"3o8pnq ap
ur dn 08 pnod
s1o9foad uorye(n
-dod 103 3uipuny
ey pajedIp
-UT $80JN0S R
-WIBA03 ‘gonui se
9]e)s j0U S90p D
-fjod ay3 ysnoyy,
2IIoNOS
-BJul yireay pue
uondeoenuod
Jo spesu ay) 3ur
-SSaJppE aJe 5198
-lg) eyerpauuy
8y, ‘ulg8-3uUo]
pue  wasl-win
-fpowr  ‘9jerpoumn

ST1id d0d

73]

-1 :$peady 391Y) Jepun S9ATI09[qO
831 past108ajeo sey Aorjod Y,
‘Tiom se Pued uopjemdod umo
31 aaeY 1M 91e)s Ataar ‘uepd oy)
Jo uonyejuswaIdull ayj IojTuOUWX
0} PAINJTISUOD 3q [[Im areypd 8y} je
JBISTUTA] SWAd Y3 UM ‘uofrend
-0d U0 UOISSTWIIOY) [BUOTIEN] ¥
Katjod ay3 Sundsooe
SIIYM DIES Jusur
-UI9A08 3y} ‘uon
“eonps  Arepuo
098 pue Arew
-ud Jo yoeaxno
pue uoisiaoad sy}
Sugseaaour Jo se
‘e 10} 81qepaoy
-Je pue 9[qIssed
~0B aIed yjresy
aArionpoadax Sut
-Jew Jo uorjoung
B yonuw se ST 1
JT9A8MOY "uoTIng
-1nsip s[geynbs
aI0W IIM JUal

pUe S80.N0SS.I B]GEIIBAR SAIISU0D
0} SLI0JO BSI[RNAU,, PINOD ‘SIAST]
-3(] JUBUNLLIBAOS 81} “YoTyMm “UoT]
-[Tur ¢'¢T ST 93ed Yimoag orydeas
-Owsp [ENUUE SEBIpUl ‘It ARy
U0 ¥Iew Uolfliq 8y3 ono) pmom
uonendod s,Anunoco ayy jer
suoraIpaxd Buimollo] swurexs
-0d 8y} JJO ¥OT¥ 03 AL B Ul 5171
Sk U01s895 198pnq 3y a10Jaq Adorjod
a3} paydope JuawIuIaA08 AU,
‘uoryemndod s31 uo spusdap esnoy
Jomor] 9} Ul 9)e)s yore Jo y18us
-218 Ay, "eyqeg }07] sy} 03 sgN
07 ATUO SPUas 11 sk poAdLid3e (o)
PMmod ‘91ed YImoas ay3 Sulfoq
-U09 UT Papaadons sey Yotym ‘efe
-193] ‘sotre)sul Jog Ao7[0d UOTIe]
-ndod a3 Sunuewajduur ur puey
93JJ © $7e1S 83 9AIS 01 9503 11
$1e8s BYqeS JO'T JO JequInu a3}
Buizeal] SULIGPISUOD ST JUSIUILID
-A03 atf) ‘waloxd ayy Joyred sy
‘SP0T Aq 978 pmous oy
9sI[Iqe)S 0] S)08dxo JUIMID

-dotaaap 9lqe  -A03 Ay} YoTYM Aq SsAIUBIUL
-uteisns Supnowl  JO SALILS B SI9JJO orym Aorjod
-0ad .oy juswar  wonemdod reuoneu pasuoad
Tubal [epjussse  -33aYy} e PpafleAun  Kepoj
ue st uonjeindod UL Y, ST "qod ‘THUIO@ MON
ursiqys,,
" Jusit INHANOJSTIAO0D
@ -UOITAUS , JI91]) \w IVIDAdS 4N0NOodA
y Ay 7Y
4

mom_on

THE TE.LEGRAPB
16 FE8 20



/\‘Panel must /|
O ‘study foreign _~

@\Yorigin issued”
AH

URGARH (Haryana), FEB. 17.
The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter and TDP leader, Mr. Chandra-
babu Naidu, today said that the
issue of barring people of foreign
origin from occupying top consti-
tutional positions should be taken
up by the newly set-up Constitu-
tion review panel.

“It is the biggest issue... Other-
wise why we fought for freedom?
So many people gave away their
lives,” he told reporters here be-
fore addressing a series of elec-
tion meetings with the Haryana
Chief Minister Mr. O. P. Chautala.

Pointing out that the issue was
part of the NDA manifesto, he
said, “we firmly believe that we
are not inferior to anyone.”

Referring to opposition to the
Vajpayee Government move in
setting up the panel, he said it
would be erroneous to oppose
such a move “just for the sake of
it”.

“I don’t understand why and
what the Congress people are
fearing. After all, everything will
come to Parliament and only two-
third majority can take any deci-
sion.” — PTI

THE HINDU
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AOppn. stalls Qrwedih/gs in

both Houses over

S issue

néssed an nusual display of

The Times of India News S_ervice 1ini
NEW DELHLI: The budget session WP |'Y It Opposition ranks.

of Parliament got off to a stormy
start on Thursday with a spirited
opposition disrupting business in
both Houses to protest against the
Gujarat government’s revocation
of a ban on the participation of its
employees in RSS activities.

The Congress-led opposition
raised slogans and pressed for an
adjournment motion on the issue.
The noisy scenes resulted in
adjournments in both Houses.
When the Houses met again after
lunch, the opposition, led by Sonia
Gandbhi, immediately demanded a
discussion on the issue, forcing
another round of adjournments.

As soon as the Lok Sabha met
in the morning, the opposition
members were on their feet,
demanding that question hour be
suspended and top priority be
accorded to the RSS issue. For the
first time since the NDA govern-
ment came to power, the House

" proved

ok Sabha speaker G.M.C.
Balayogi, however, rejected the
motion, maintaining that the issue
be taken up by the opposition
after question hour. The opposi-
tion remained adamant, however,
and SP, BSP and RID members
rushed into the well of the House
demanding a ban on the organisa-
tion. They also chanted slogans
such as ‘RSS hatao, desh bachao’.

When efforts to restore order
futile, the speaker
adjourned the House for two
hours.

In the Upper House, the
demand for the suspension of
question hour to discuss the RSS
issue was not accepted by chair-
man Krishna Kant. As pandemo-
nium prevailed, the House was
adjourned. When the House met
in the afternoon, Congress mem-
bers wanted to know about the
fate of their motion.

“EmEsOFINm
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9% W GAINING BY DEFAULT 1

THE BJP-LED National Democratic Alliance’s
grandiose vision of sweeping the Assembly
polls in the politically significant States of Bi-
har, Haryana and Orissa — encouraged as it
was by its impressive performance in the Lok
Sabha elections four months ago — has failed
to materialise in the way it had imagined. For
one thing, the gloss on the solid victories that
the coalition partners registered in Haryana
and Orissa — retaining power in the former and
wresting power from the Congress(I) in the lat-
ter — has been overshadowed by the BJP-Sa-
mata-JD(U) combine’s lacklustre showing in
the crucial State of Bihar, where Mr. Laloo Pra-
sad Yadav’s RJD turned in a performance defy-
ing all pollster predictions. In fact, the
remarkable resilience of the RID and the broad
social coalition Mr. Laloo Yadav had crafted in
the mid-1990s is arguably the most striking fea-
ture of the outcome of the latest round of As-
sembly polls. The NDA partners who were
hoping to make it to the helm comfortably and
with ease found themselves in the predicament
of having to struggle to cross the halfway mark.

Secondly, in Haryana and Orissa, the fact
that the BJP has not performed as well as have
done its major partners, Mr. Naveen Patnaik’s
BJD and Mr. Om Prakash Chautala’s INLD,
should worry its leadership. Given that the par-
ty has tirelessly been flaunting the perceived
popularity of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, as its electoral trump card, this relatively
poor showing cannot but be seen as a contra-
indicator, even granting that the Assembly elec-
tions are fought mostly on local issues. In both
the States, the key factors responsible for the
NDA'’s success have more to do with the region-
al partners than with the BJP, apart of course
from the weaknesses of its main rival, the Con-
gress(l), and the decimation of Mr. Bansi Lal’s
HVP in Haryana. In a sense, their better show-
ing accords with the preference the voters have
of late been 7howing for regional outfits where

S

governance at the State level i§ in question. If
the people of Orissa apparently saw Mr. Naveen
Patnaik as the inheritor of his father, Biju Pat-
naik’s political legacy, Mr. Chautala’s strategy
of going for a snap poll (over 16 njonths ahead
of schedule) before anti-incumBency senti-
ments started assuming serious proportions
would seem to have paid off in Haryana. It
should come as no surprise if this disparity in
performance level, which is bound to have its
impact on the relationship between the BJP and
its partners in these States, has its echo in the
functioning of the NDA at the Centre, with the
regional constituents seeking a greater clout
and say.

From the standpoint of the Congress(I), the
outcome has exposed yet again the parlous
state of the party and, more importantly, the
abject failure of its leadership to give a sense of
direction to the organisation. In Orissa, it has
not only lost power but has been sharply mar-
ginalised. It will not do for the party to seek
refuge in such facile explanations as the ‘anti-
incumbency factor’ heightened by the super-
cyclone or, for that matter, draw comfort from
the fact that it had improved on its perform-
ance, in terms of seats or its vote share, com-
pared to the Lok Sabha elections, in one or the
other of these States. The so-called efforts at
rejuvenating the organisation and regaining the
loyalties of the alienated sections of its erst-
while mass base have made little headway be-
cause these did not address the core issues and
the party high command was not serious about
the exercise. It is indeed tragic to see the Con-
gress(I) — a nationalist party with a tradition
spanning well over a century — unable to come
to grips with the fast changing ground realities
in this democratic polity and reposition itself in
a manner that would enable it to play a lead role
in combating the communal forces, which
seem to be rapidly acquiring political space for
want of a credible and potentially strong al-
ternative, A

~ 7
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HE CALL BY the Congress(l) president, Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, to her partymen to agitate in the
streets against the BJP-led Government’s at-
tempts to “spread communalism’ and to ‘‘sub-
vert the Constitution” marks a new
assertiveness in the party's approach. The im-
mediate context — the BJP-led dispensation’s
order in Gujarat to lift the ban on Government
employees being members of the RSS — for
embarking upon an agitational programme
seems to suggest a realisation within the Con-
gress(l), at long last, that it needs to play its role
as the main opposition party. While it remains
to be seen as to how long it takes for the Con-
gress(l), as an organisation, to gear itself up to
the new course and how far its ranks would be
willing to go in this new direction, the party as
such is left with no other option to revive itself.
And it is clear that the party high command —
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi — is convinced about the
need for a break from the prevailing political
culture of drawing room confabulations. It may
be true that the protest march she led in the
capital was only symbolic. But then, the fact of
the Congress(I) president’s participation, the
first time ever since she took over the party,
must convey some signals to the rank and file.

Indeed, the task set by the Congress(I)
president is not all that simple. The agitation
course, as and when it takes shape, will certain-
ly have to go beyond what was witnessed in
Delhi on the anniversary of the Mahatma’s
martyrdom. Rather than being occasions which
those around Mrs. Sonia Gandhi could use to
demonstrate their sycophancy to the leader, an
agitation of the nature suggested by the Con-
gress(l) president — to fill the jails until the
Gujarat Government rescinded its order — will
necessarily require a lot of effort. And the enor-
mity /Of the task only increases in the case of a
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party like the Congress(I), whose leaders at vari-
ous levels have hardly had any exposure to the
rough and tumble of agitational politics. That
they needed to be virtually goaded by Mrs. So-
nia Gandbhi to break barricades — even if it was
symbolic — clearly shows the inability of the
senior leaders to assume any role other than
swarming around the party president. This is
the only means through which Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi’s call for an agitational course can be
realised. And in such a course, there is hardly
any scope for perpetuating the culture of fol-
low-the-high-command. Instead, it is impor-
tant that the party organisation be revived at all
levels and the spirif of democracy infused in its
functioning. "/Q - _,SS

Be that as it thay, the Congress{I)’s new line
should assume significance not jusl in the con-
text of the party’s own future. Instead, any such
course becomes significant in the layger politi-
cal context too. After all, mobilisation of public
opinion against any given move by the Govern-
ment of the day and the right to express such
dissent in public are integral to the strength-
ening of the democratic structure. And the is-
sues involved in this context — the “‘decision”
to set up a commission to “review” the Consti-
tution and the order by the State Government
in Gujarat — involve attempts to tamper with
the fundamentals of the democratic civil socie-
ty; hence, it is the imperative for all those on the
other side of the BJP-led combine to mobilise
opinion against such moves. And there cannot
be a better means to resist the moves than
availing of the public space to dissent and pro-
test. And such a course, rather than the custom-
ary poll-eve tie-ups, would serve a better way
for the coming together of such parties and
groups opposed to the BJP-led combine’s sec-
tarian agenda in the long run. /
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Nitish’s chopper attacked

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 12

T LEAST 27 people,
including 14 securitymen
nd two presiding officers,
were killed and several injured in
Bihar and Manipur today as vio-
lence matred the first phase of
polling in the two states which
recorded between 60 and 70 per
cent polling.
In Bihar, 21 people, including 12
securitymen and two presiding
officers, were killed and several

others injured as Naxalites perpe- -

trated large-scale violence to exe-
cute their poll boycott call for the .
first phase elections for 108
Assembly seats, which recorded 55
to 60 per cent turnout.

Kaimur accounted for the maxi-

mum number of eight deaths,
while Garhwa recorded four
deaths and Nawada, Hazaribagh,
Giridh and Palamu two each.
Armed militants killed six people
in Manipur where 60 to 70 per cent
turnout was reported for the first
phase polling for 27 Assembly
seats.
Union Ministers Sharad Yadav
and Nitish Kumar escaped unhurt
when some rival political activists
attacked their campaign helicopter
at Rupauli on the Madhepura-
Purnia * border in Bihar on
Saturday. Official sources said the
chopper was damaged in the inci-
dent, but none was injured.

Briefing mediapersons, Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) M
S Gill said that nearly 60 per cent
polling was reported in Bihar
where elections were held in 135
constituencies. The violence was
the result of "social and political
turmoil” being witnessed over the
years in some parts of the State, he
added.

Among those killed were 12
policemen. Thirteen other cops
were among those injured in the
poll-related violence.

Describing today's poll in the

three-phase election for Bihar as
the "most difficult of the phases”,
he expressed concern that casuali-
ties took place despite the best
efforts of the Commission and the
Government. "It is for political
parties in particular to address this
socio-political problem and resolve
it once and for all as the
Commission can play only a limit-
ed role,” he said. Mr Gill com-
mending the role of security
forces, particularly the Bihar
Police.

Mr Gill revealed that heavy

-]
2
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polling was reported from the
Naga inhabited hilly areas of the
State which were facing serious
threat of boycott. Complimenting
the Nagas and those manning the
election process, he said this posi-
tive development has heralded the
beginning of a new era in the State.

He said that repolling, wherever
necessary, would be ordered only
after the Commission received a
detailed report.

Elaborate security arrangements
were made in Bihar in view of
apprehensions of large-scale vio-
lence.
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‘We are not seeking revocation’

By Man Mohan
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), under
attack from opposition as well as
ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) partners follow-
ing several BJP-ruled states lifting
the ban on government employees
participating in its activities, on
Sunday said that “it is up to the
government to decide whether to
lift the ban and that it is not seek-
ing any revocation.”

The controversy started after
the BJP governments in Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh lifted the ban on their
staff participating in RSS activi-
ties. It took a serious turn when
some NDA partngars too expressed
their reservations.

“Whether the basi is to be lifted
or not and when to lift it would
depend on the judgement of the
government. It should be remem-
bered that we have not sought lift-
ing of the ban,” RSS chief
Rajendra Singh said in a statement
in the Sangh’s mouthpiece
Panchjanya.

Describing the controversy as
“unfortunate and not in the inter-
est of the country,” Mr Singh said
. the RSS’ stand on the issue was
vindicated by several court ver-
dicts against the ban.

“It is unfortunae that some
political parties are i;'.‘ing to politi-
cise the issue,” he saia

Clarifying his reported state-
ment in this regard on Friday, Mr
* Singh said at the function organ-
ised by Panchjanya, he had given
the example of Britain where all
government employees except
those in judiciary and the police
were free to participate in the
activities of not only in socio-cul-
tural organisations like the RSS
but also political parties.

The British example had been
narrated to support his point of
view and it was not his intention
“to canvas for its implementation
in India,” he added.

In its 75-year history, he said, the
RSS had “never taken any govern-
ment or political patronage and
grew despite opposition from the
government.” The ban on the RSS,
which was started by the British,

continued even after
Independence because of the
“pseudo-secularism” propagated
by successive governments, the
RSS chief said.

The RSS had braved several
governments since Independence
and “the growth was mainly due to
inherent  strength of the
Hindutva,” Mr Singh pointed out.

According to him, the RSS had
never attempted to build its image
in the media since 50-60 years
even in adverse situations. “Should
the ban be lifted or not or its tim-
ing are issues to be left to the gov-
ernment,” he said.

Recalling his conversation with
mediapersons at a function relat-
ing to the Panchjanya, Mr Singh
said he was of the view that “any
ban on participation of the gov-
ernment servants in any organisa-
tion was bad.”

Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Digvijay Singh has
warned that any state employee or
officer found participating in
shakhas of the RSS would be dis-
missed. The chief minister, who
addressed a number of election
meetings at Rajim Vidhan sabha
constituency on Saturday, alleged
that both the BJP and the RSS
were spreading communalism.

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment would never allow such a
thing to happen as long as he was
chief minister of the state, Mr

Digvijay Singh said. _~
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 14

1-member Constitution review panel today

drew flak from the Opposition parties even as

the Nationalist Congress Party was thrown into confu-

sion with its leader P.A.Sangma's acceptance of mem-

bership of the panel despite the party's rejection of the
review exercise. )

While the CPI condemned the appointment of the
panel outright, the Congress made known its unhappi-
ness over the Govt's whole approach on this issue.
Senior Congress leader Pranab Mukherjee criticised
the "open ended" terms of reference and said the gov-
ernment ought to take political parties into confi-
dence.

Curiously enough, the NCP was caught on the wrong
foot, following Mr Sangma's acceptance of the
Government's invitation to serve on the panel. The
party's Working Committee had adopted a resolution
recently, terming the Constitution review plan "fraud-
ulent and unfortunate". It had gone on to ask Mr
Vajpayee to abandon the exercise.

Stumped by Mr Sangma's decision, the NCP circles
today could not say how it would be dealing with the
situation. All that party president Sharad Pawar would
say for the moment was that he had had "some reser-
vations" over Mr Sangma's membership of the panel.
He said he would discuss the matter with Mr Sangma.

NCP sources said that Mr Sangma had joined the
panel without consulting the party leadership. "This
has baffled us," one functionary said.

Assailing the Government action, CPI general sec-
retary A.B.Bardhan said the newly-appointed
Commission "does not have: any sanction of
Parliamex&"’l'he argument that the Constitution is

T-IE GOVERNMENT'S announcement of the
1

fifty yeay olddnd therefore needs a review, is a spuri-
ous one If there is a need to amend any provision to
addres$ piew issues and situations, Parliament can do
it," he said.

. That the Congress was not happy with the nomina-
tion of Mr Sangma and former MP Mrs Sumitra
Kulkarni was made clear by Mr Pranab Mukherjee in
Hyderabad. -

At the party's regular Press briefing here, spokesman
Anijl Shastri described the manner the Government
had gone about the appointments as "politically moti-
vated and suspect”.

Senior Congress leader Shiv Shankar commented
that the panel did not inspire confidence despite hav-
ing some "good people” as its members. Had the
Government been serious about translating into reali-
ty the Constitutional ideals of equality and socio-
politico-economic justice, it would have accorded ade-
quate representation on the panel to social groups
that have for long suffered the burden of poverty,
hunger and ignorance.

While pointing out that the panel's sole woman
member, Ms Sumitra Kulkarni, was aligned with the
BJP, he said the backward classes have not been rep-
resented on the panel. Moreover, hasn't the
Government been "politically motivated” in appoint-
ing Mr Sangma, the Congress' most vocal critic, he
quizzed.

Without suggesting that the Panel members would
allow themselves to be influenced, the Congress
leader alleged that the Government has an agenda
that it wants fulfilled.

As for Mr Sangma's remarks that the Commission
would look into the question of barring citizens of for-
eign origin from holding high offices, spokesman Anil
Shastri observed that the NCP leader was obviously
unaware of his responsibilities.
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NEW DELHI: Helped by a last
minute intervention by home min-
ister L.K. Advani, BJP and its al-
lies—Samata Party, Janata Dal (U)
and Bihar People’s Party (BPP)—
on Sunday succeeded in hammer-
ing out a seat-sharing arrangement
for the Bihar assembly elections
capping a week of tough negotia-
tions.

With just a day left for the filing
of nominations for the first phase of
polling in the state, BJP agreed to
contest 150 seats, Samata Party 90,
Janata Dal (United) 54 and Bihar
People’s Party 20.

The matter was resolved at a
marathon five-hour meeting of
leaders of these
parties chaired
by Mr Advani at
his residence.

The  home
minister told re-
porters after the
meeting that the
four parties
would soon
identify the con-
stituencies for
the  elections
which would be
fought on a
common mani-
festo. Samata
party president
Jaya Jaitly, de-
fence minister
George Fernan-
des, JID (U)
president
Sharad Yadav
and party col-
league Ram Vilas Paswan and BPP
president Anand Mohan—present
at the press conference—agreed to
abide by the seat-sharing accord.

On the question of projecting a
chief ministerial candidate, Mr Ad-
vani said, “No decision has been
taken on it although each of the al-
lies had its own candidate.”

Apparently, seeking to pacify the
allies which had taken umbrage un-
der BJP’s earlier retort—that no
Union minister should aspire for
chief ministership—Mr advani said,
“There was no bar on central minis-
ters aspiring for this post.”

The talks between the NDA part-
ners had been stalled over the issue
of seat sharing due to sharp differ-
ences between Samata and JD (U).

Even though the BJP had identi-
fied more than 200 seats where it
claimed to be in a position to defeat
RID, climbed down and decided to
contest 150 seats.

With Samata and TN de-

A partners

manding an equal number of seats,
the talks failed to make any head-
way despite two rounds of discus-
sions with Mr Advani. Subsequent-
ly. all the partners on Sunday morn-
ing agreed to authorise Mr Advani
to iron out a solution and that they
would abide by his decision.

Asked whether any criteria was
followed for the distribution of
seats, Mr Advani said, “We have not
adopted any criteria for the distrib-
ution of seats but it was agreed that
whatever the decision is taken at
the meeting, all the parties would
abide by it.” To a question whether
the solution hammered out at this
meeting was acceptable to Samata
Party, Mr Fernan-
des said, “We all ac-
ept the decision.”

Earlier, JD(U)
president  Sharad
Yadav said his party

he seats demanded

by Samata and
JD(U), which had
hampered BIP

rom announcing its
ist of candidates.
Samata president

as also Mr Fernan-
des and sought the party’s assis-
tance in resolving this vexed
issue.eTy
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-~“NDA ‘wrangling
“still ‘continues

|

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. With the last
date for withdrawing nomina-
tions for the first phase of Bihar
Assembly elections (108 seats}
coming to an end, it is now cer-
tain that the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) partners will fight
against one other.

After several rounds o otia-
tions to identify the seats efich of
them should contest und¢r the
agreement which was hamfnered
out last Sunday in the presehce of

| the Union Home Minister, Mr. Lal

Krishna Advani, the NDA partners
have succeeded in identifying on-
ly 208 out of the 324 seats.
While the BJP general secreta-
ry, Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu,
claimed that the differences have
narrowed down, the JD(U)
spokesman, Mr. M. Raghupathy,
admitted that talks were still on to
resolve differences on 116 seats.
Chances of an agreement ap-
pear remote with the JD(U) and

the Samata Party accusing each

>

other of adopting an intransigent
stand. “From our side there is n
intransigence and we are keen on
saving the alliance (NDA}. But the
Samata is not cooperating by
stalking claim to seats held by JD
(U)”, Mr. Raghupathy said.

The Samata Party president,
Mrs. Jaya Jaitley, however, refuted
the allegation and said that “we
too can level the same allegation
against JD (U) but we don't in-
dulge in mudslinging as we have
to work together”. She said the
Samata had fielded 45 candidates
for the first phase and some
would either withdraw or retire.

At another level, differences
between the BJP and the Biju Ja-
nata Dal continued over seat-
sharing for the Assembly election
scheduled in Orissa in the third
week of February.While the BJD
insisted that it would contest 100

of the 147 seats, the State BIP a
cused the BJD of adopting

flexible approach
Oriss. Blhar he% Page 9
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“Seat-sharing formula worked out in Orissa

NDA close to

—_— "

united fight

agains

HT Correspondent ]
New Delhi, January 29

night oil for the past several

days, the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) part-
ners were tonight on the point of
sorting out the confusion over
seat-sharing in Bihar in order to
put up a united fight against Mr
Laloo Yadav's RID. However, one
of the minor partners, Mr Anand
Mohan's Bihar People's Party was
still causing hiccups to the NDA.

While the final round of negotia-
tions was still in progress for Bihar,
the NDA managed to reach an
agreement for the Orissa polls.
The BJD, according to an
announcement by BJP spokesman
M.Venkaiah Naidu this afternoon,
would contest 84 of the Orissa
seats and the BIP 63 seats.

For resolving the Bihar row, a
marathon meeting was still on
among the allies tonight. As of 10
pm, identification of 316 of the
324 seats for distribution among
the four partners had reportedly
been completed.

Under the seat-sharing ratio
agreed upon last Sunday, the BJP
1s to contest 150 seats, the Samata
Party 90, the Janata Dal (U) 64
and the Bihar People's Party 20.
But the BPP till late this evening

: ~gomewhat unreconciled
to this offer.

_Prior to the final round of nego-
tiations, BJP general secretary
K.N.Govindacharya expressed his
confidence about resolving the
prevailing confusion in toto so that

a united fight could be waged
against the RJD.

By the afternoon, the Janata Dal
(United) and the Samata Party had
more or less ironed out their dif-
ferences over seat identification.
At fidance minister Yashwant
Sinha's residence last night, the
two warring socialist outfits report-
edly settled their claims.

On Saturday, the venue shifted
to the residence of defence minis-

APTER BURNING th[ mid-

Laloo

ter George Fernandes.

Samata president, Ms Jaya Jaitly,
said the damage already done to
the NDA's collective prospects by
positioning competitive candidates
in about 30 seats will be settled by
asking the candidates who are to
be axed to 'retire honourably".
Those who turn obstinate will be
denied support in terms of cam-
paign funds and material. "We will
announce from rooftops if neces-
sary to clear the confusion about
who is the official NDA candi-
date".

In respect of Orissa, the BJP and
the BJD agreed to make their
respective performance in the
recently held Lok Sabha polls as

Sonia’'s march

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Sonia Gandhi along with work-
ing committee members would
march to the Prime Minister's
house on Sunday morning in a
move to pressurise the BJIP-
ruled Gujarat Government to
withdraw its order permitting
government employees to join
the RSS. The party has already
warned the Centre that it would
resort to agitational pro-
grammes if this order is not
revoked.

Cong objects to temple plan: P 9

the yardstick to determine the seat
share for the Assembly elections.
With this norm, it was decided that
the BIP would contest 63 seats and
the BID 84 seats, BIP general sec-
retary M.Venkaiah Naidu told
newspersons. In the Lok Sabha
polls, the BIP had won nine seats
and the BJD 12 seats.

Mr Naidu claimed that all major
irritants between the two parties
have been removed.

"We will go to the people togeth-
er and we are confident that we
will sweep the polls,” Mr Naidu
said.

The BJP spokesman, however,
sidestepped questions on the issue
of Chief Ministership.

Agitated BJD
workers stone
Naveen’s house

Correspondent
Bhubaneswar, January 29

ANGERED OVER the party
leadership’s decision to accept the
seat-sharing formula “dictated” by
the BIP, workers of the Biju Janata
Dal today staged a noisy demon-
stration and pelted stones at the
residence of BJD president
Naveen Patnaik here.

A massive crowd of protestors
shouted slogans against Mr
Patnaik and other senior leaders
for having “betrayed” them by
accepting the BJP’s terms for con-
testing the polls together.

Demonstrators had gathered
outside Mr Patnaik’s residence
since early in the morning, even as
the party leaders congregated
there for discussing the seat-shar-
ing issue. Late in the afternoon,
when reports about the BJD presi-
dent having agreed to the seat-
sharing formula started circulat-
ing, the workers and ticket-seekers
began shouting slogans against the
party leaders for yielding to the
BJP’s diktats without a fight.

Party workers kept up their
protest till late in the evening.
“They have let us down very badly.
The BJP has no party network
here. Our workers, on the other
hand, have been strengthening the
party’s roots for the last so many
years. Their aspirations have
received a major setback. This is
going to lead to big trouble for the
BJD. There will be rebel candi-
dates everywhere and the major
beneficiary would be the Cong-
ress.,” said an angry demonstrator.

The two partners have been dis-
cussing the issue of sharing of seats
in the state for about a fortnight
now. The BJD had initially con-
tended that it would contest 120
seats and let the BJP contest the
remaining 27 seats in the state.

The BJP at the same time, was
demanding that there should be &
“fifty-fifty” arrangement for seat-
sharing in the Assembly seats.

Later, the BJP decided that the
ratio should be according to their
agreement during the LS polls.
The BJD had contested from 12
parliamentary constituencies while
the BJP contested from nine seats.
As per this agreement, the BJP
would get to contest 63 seats while
the BID would get 84 seats.
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NDA sews up Bihar poll
pact, but Anand sulks

HT Correspondent

New Delhi, January 30 %’ )
THE NATIONAL Demicratic

Alliance's three major constituents

for the Bihar polls today sorted out
their seat-sharing problems, but failed to
bring round the fourth partner, Mr
Anand Mohan's Bihar People's Party
(BPP).

Striking a rebellious posture and caus-
ing a setback to NDA unity, Mr Anand
Mohan conveyed his unhappiness to the
Prime Minister and virtually served an
"ultimatum’ on withdrawal from the
NDA front if his party did not get the
constituencies of its choice.

A minor partner in the front, the BPP
has been allocated 20 seats as against 150
for the BJP, 90 for the Samata Party and
64 for the JD(U) under the seat-sharing
pact. The low number apart, Mr Anand
Mohan is also upset over the failure to
contest the seats of his party's choice.

Mr Anand Mohan stayed away from
today's joint press conference where the
list allocating the 324 seats to the four

parties was released. The list bore signa-
tures of only three parties: BJP vice-pres-
ident Kailashpati Mishra, Samata and
JD(U) presidents Jaya Jaitly and Sharad
Yadav, respectively.

Mr Mishra and JD(U) leader Ram
Vilas Paswan had earlier made a last
ditch bid to get Mr Anand Mohan to sign
the document, but failed in their efforts.
Nonetheless, Mr Mishra expressed the
hope that the BPP leader would recon-
sider his decision in order to end "Laloo
Yadav's jungle raj".

Mr Anand Mohan said that he would
announce his course of action in Patna
tomorrow after holding consultations
with his partymen. The NDA's list had
apparently been finalised after he had
"walked out" of the meeting at Mr
George Fernandes' residence around 3
am today. His protest came about when
the JD(U) claimed the Saharsa seat in N
Bihar which was once held by his wife,
Lovely Anand.

At the BJP's Press briefing, party
spokesman M.Venkaiah Naidu was hope-
ful that Mr Anand would be persuaded to
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remain in the NDA in the light of JD(U)
president Sharad Yadav giving up his
party's claims over the Saharsa seat, sub-
sequent to Mr Mohan's walk-out.

The BJP is the only NDA constituent to
have announced the candidates for all
the 150 seats it will be fighting. The party
named 26 candidates belonging to the
SCs, 17 from the STs, 10 women and
three minorities. The sitting MLAs of
Khijri and Kanke have been dropped.

The other NDA partners will be finalis-
ing their candidates over the next few
days. Mr Kailashpati Mishra said the
joint manifesto will be released on Feb 3.
It has been agreed that there will be a
joint campaigning, and if victorious, the
NDA will settle the CM issue "amicably”.

During the day, the BIP also released
names of 24 candidates for Haryana. Mr
M. Venkaiah Naidu said talks are in
progress for six more seats which the BJP
hopes to get from its partner, the INLD.
In the list, the BJP has dropped three sit-
ting MLAs - Mr Ganeshilal (Sirsa), Mr
Fakir Chand Agarwal (Ambala City) and
Mr Sishi Pal (Karnal). . ~



